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Probe after whelk 
creels are found
An investigation is under 
way after around 50 whelk 
creels were allegedly laid 
illegally in the Lamlash no-
take zone (NTZ).

The creels were discov-
ered by accident last Tues-
day and, after an inspec-
tion, there were found to be 
no markings on the buoys. 
It is believed they had been 
laid some days before by 
a fi shing boat which is not 
from this area. They have 
since been lifted.

The Community of Arran 
Seabed Trust (COAST) has 
been given information and 
photographs of the boat’s 
activity, which have been 
handed over to Marine 
Scotland compliance. The 
MV Minna from the Fish-
eries Protection Agency 
has been to the area to in-
vestigate.

COAST director Paul 
Chandler said: ‘Thankfully, 
this is a rare occurrence in 
our NTZ but we need to be 
vigilant to protect our seas.

‘Thanks everyone for 
your support, especially 
to all those who regularly 
keep a look out in the NTZ 
and MPA for any irregular 
activity and inform us or 
Marine Scotland compli-
ance. It really helps to have 
so many of you caring for 
our local seabeds and sea 
life.’

A Scottish Government 
spokesman said: ‘I can con-
fi rm that Marine Scotland 
is investigating allegations 
of fi shing operations taking 
place in a closed area near 
Arran. As this investigation 
is ongoing, it would be in-
appropriate to comment.’

Big funding boost for 
new community hub

Chairman Tom Tracey and development director Sheena Borthwick outside the building 
they want to transform into a community hub. 

A bid to turn the present 
CalMac ticket offi ce in 
Brodick into a community 
hub has taken a signifi cant 
step forward.

The Arran Economic 
Group (AEG) has secured 
a £100,000 funding boost 
to convert the building into 
a hub which would be a 
showcase for the island’s 
products as well as offi ce 
space for existing and start-
up businesses.

And it could be just the 
start of a major initiative, 
called the Arran Gateway 
Project, which may one day 
see a transit marina on the 
site of the present linkspan.

If the plans come to fru-
ition, the project would 
lease the building from the 
owner, Caledonian Mari-
time Assets Ltd (CMAL), 
which is thought to be sym-
pathetic, but it will have to 
put it in on the commercial 
market for let ahead of any 
community deal. The new 
facility would be run by the 
operating arm of the AEG, 
the Arran Development 
Trust.

In a major boost, the Scot-

Transit marina could 
follow in future plans

tish Government this week 
announced that the project 
has been awarded the fund-
ing in 2018/19 as part of 
the £20 million Regener-
ation Capital Grant Fund 
(RCGF), which supports 
projects that engage and in-
volve local communities in 
disadvantaged areas, tackle 
inequality and support in-
clusive growth.

AEG chairman Tom Trac-
ey said: ‘The Arran Eco-
nomic Group is absolutely 
delighted to hear from the 
Regeneration Capital Grant 
Fund that we have been 
successful in our applica-
tion for £100,000  towards 
the implementation of fi rst 
phase of the Arran Gateway 
Project.

‘This fi rst phase includes 
the redevelopment of the 
existing ferry terminal into 
a community hub show-
casing the very best of Ar-
ran. The facility would in-
clude a shower block and 
toilets, offi ce space for 
start-up or existing busi-
ness with a need for super-
fast broadband, 4G connec-
tivity and easy ferry access. 
It will also have retail space 
for a local business or busi-

nesses. These plans will be 
developed further in con-
junction with the commu-
nity.

‘The AEG still has work 
to do to secure additional 
funding to bring this pro-
ject to fruition but this is a 
very tangible, positive next 
step and demonstrates the 
confi dence North Ayrshire 
Council and the Scottish 
Government has in Arran’s 
ability to deliver.’

Local government min-
ister Kevin Stewart said: 
‘I’m really pleased that this 
fantastic, locally-driven 
project will benefi t from an 
injection of funding. It will 

help regenerate local areas, 
stimulate inclusive growth 
and create new jobs.

‘The focus of the pro-
jects being funded this year 
range from tackling social 
isolation, mitigating wel-
fare cuts, providing train-
ing opportunities, creating 
business space and increas-
ing tourism – to name but a 
few. They are an excellent 
example of how national 
and local government are 
working together on shared 
priorities that benefi t local 
communities.’

Councillor Alex Gallagher, 
cabinet member for the 
economy at North Ayrshire 

Council, said: ‘We wel-
come this funding towards 
the redevelopment of Brod-
ick ferry terminal. This will 
allow us to build on the re-
cent major investment in 
the harbour infrastructure 
and provide a positive gate-
way to Arran – widening its 
potential for business, tour-
ism and community uses.

‘The investment is as a re-
sult of the council and our 
partners’ support for the 
transformation of Brodick 
harbour over a number of 
years.’

A spokeswoman for 
CMAL said: ‘CMAL has 

open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
why not try our two course lunch?

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.auchrannie.co.uk/brambles



2 News ARRAN BANNER, Saturday 17 March, 2018arranbanner
www.arranbanner.co.uk

Continued from page one
appointed property con-
sultants, Graham & Sibba-
ld to market the existing 
terminal building for let. 
The marketing process will 
consider both economic of-
fers and community bene-
fi ts for Arran from the fu-
ture use of the building.

‘In terms of timing, there 
will be a period of transi-
tion for CalMac between 
the old and new buildings 
and the existing building 
will not become surplus to 

Funding boost for community hub

The opening of the new Brodick ferry ter-
minal is imminent but there are still a cou-
ple of snagging issues to be resolved.

However, it will be a low key affair 
with bosses unwilling to make it a fan-
fare opening after two false starts and a 
lengthy delay.

Caledonian MacBrayne staff are now 
working in the building and clearance 

of the passenger access system for use 
is almost complete. Further berthing tri-
als at other side of the new pier from the 
linkspan were also carried out on Tues-
day  by the MV Isle of Lewis on her 
way to dry dock.

CalMac would only confi rm that the 
opening of the new terminal was ‘im-
minent’.

The MV Isle of Lewis tied up at the new pier. 

Mundell urged to ‘get on’ 
with Ayrshire Growth Deal
An MP has again called 
on Scottish secretary Da-
vid Mundell to ensure UK 
government action on the 
Ayrshire Growth Deal, fol-
lowing an exchange in par-
liament last week.

North Ayrshire and Arran 
MP Patricia Gibson ques-
tioned the Secretary of State 
on the lack of progress on 
the proposed growth deal, 
which aims to secure £359 
million of funding from the 
Scottish and UK govern-
ments to generate inclusive 
growth and help transform 
the economic prospects of 
Ayrshire.

The plan has already re-
ceived support from the 
SNP government and all 
three Ayrshire local author-
ities. Mrs Gibson is keen 
to obtain a similar commit-
ment from the UK govern-
ment to help move the pro-
cess forward. She has now 
written once again to the 

Scottish Secretary, asking 
for a clear timetable for UK 
Government action.

Speaking after Scottish 
questions, Mrs Gibson said: 
‘I am pleased that Mr Mun-
dell has agreed it is time to 
get on and kick-start work 
on the Ayrshire Growth 
Deal. It has the potential to 
transform Ayrshire in terms 
of sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth, jobs, 
skills and economic pros-
perity.

Stalled
‘However, whilst the UK 

government has committed 
funds alongside the SNP 
government for Glasgow, 
Edinburgh etc; it has stalled 
for 18 months on making a 
commitment to Ayrshire, 
putting it at a serious com-
petitive disadvantage.

‘City and regional growth 
deals in Scotland need a tri-
partite agreement between 
local authorities, the SNP 

government, and the UK 
government.

‘The strategic busi-
ness case for the Ayrshire 
Growth Deal was submit-
ted for consideration back 
in 2016. All three Ayr-
shire councils back this 
deal. The SNP government 
backs this deal. Only the 
UK Tory Government is 
dragging its heels.

‘Ayrshire has the poten-
tial to lead the way when 
it comes to the regenera-
tion of rural and coastal re-
gions. Supporting the Ayr-
shire Growth Deal would 
signal a clear commitment 
to our post-industrial and 
rural communities which 
are crying out for invest-
ment

‘The time has now come 
for Mr Mundell to step up 
to the plate and to use what 
infl uence he has to press 
his government to back 
Ayrshire.’

Terminal opening is ‘imminent’

operational requirements 
until the CalMac staff are 
fully comfortable with the 
new operational processes 
as continuity of customer 
service is the main priori-
ty for both CMAL and Cal-
Mac.

Marketing board
‘The intention was to 

erect a marketing board and 
advertise the existing build-
ing for let in January 2018, 
however, this has been de-
layed and marketing will 
not commence until Cal-

Mac Ferries Limited have 
vacated and moved into the 
new terminal building.

 Following the marketing 
campaign, any notes of in-
terest should be submitted 
to the letting agent, Gra-
ham & Sibbald who will 
then co-ordinate and assess 
whether a closing date and 
or formal submissions are 
required. Graham & Sibba-
ld have been instructed to 
keep AEG fully informed 
of the marketing process.’

*See also centre spread

The waiting is almost 
over ... and the winners of 
the Provost’s Civic Pride 
Awards 2018 will be re-

Good luck to Active Schools young leaders
vealed tonight (Friday). 
After months of searching, 
we are about to fi nd out 
which of North Ayrshire’s  

unsung community heroes 
will fi nd themselves in the 
awards’ hall of fame.

Arran’s Active Schools 
young leaders will be at 
the awards ceremony at the 
Portal in Irvine to fi nd out 
if they have won the sports 
award.

Provost Ian Clarkson will 
present awards to the win-
ners of each of the fi ve cat-
egories – the citizen of 
the year, young citizen of 
the year, arts and culture 
award, community group 
award, and the sports 
award, all voted for by the 
public.

Then Provost Clarkson 
will present his own spe-
cial award to one of  the 15 
amazing fi nalists.

Isle of Arran Horticultural Show

ANNUAL SPRING 
FLOWER & BULB 

SHOW 2018
Saturday 24th March 

in Brodick Hall, 2pm
Teas - Homebaking - Raffle 

Entrance £2
Prize Giving & Raffle at 3.30pm

Hall open from 11am - 12noon 
for the placement of exhibits
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Focus on Fairtrade
fortnight
The annual Fairtrade fort-
night was recently marked 
on Arran with a series of 
events at the Co-op and at 
primary schools.

Fairtrade has seen an in-
crease in both support and 
sales as more shoppers and 
businesses get behind the 

Councillor Timothy Billings and Jan MacGregor of Arran Fairtrade spread the word at the 
Co-op stall. 

Shiskine pupils and parents listen to a quick Fairtrade 
presentation from P7 pupils. 

Shiskine primary school pupils enjoy Fairtrade hot 
chocolate and nibbles at their Fairtrade co� ee morning. 

organisation. This growth 
means many more farm-
ers are getting a better deal 
with better incomes though 
Fairtrade, which is why the 
organisation spent Fair-
trade Fortnight asking more 
people in the UK to come 
on in to Fairtrade and help 

forge a fairer future for the 
farmers and workers whom 
are relied upon for so many 
of our favourite products.

The theme this year is 
‘Come on in to Fairtrade’ 
and Arran Fairtrade, in col-
laboration with the Co-op 
in Brodick, helped spread 
the message to shoppers 
with a special stall and held 
a raffl e for a Fairtrade ham-
per.

Since 2008, all  the Co-
op’s own brand tea, coffee 
and hot chocolate, sugar 
and cotton wool are Fair-
trade. Since 2010, all Co-
op bananas have been Fair-
trade and, in 2017, all their 
cocoa is sourced on Fair-
trade terms.

All the Arran primary 
school pupils have also 
been learning about Fair-
trade, and the difference it 
can make to people’s lives 
in the developing world. 
They have also enjoyed 
sampling some Fairtrade 
chocolate and bananas.

Hosting an incredibly 
successful Fairtrade coffee 
morning, Shiskine Primary 
pupils and parents fi lled the 
school hall to sample Fair-
trade coffee, tea, hot choc-
olate and home-baking, 
which the children helped 
to bake.

P7 pupils explained to 
the gathered audience what 
Fairtrade is, how it is im-
plemented throughout the 

world and its many benefi ts 
to farmers and producers.

Adults and children all 
made a donation in return 

for the feast of scones, pan-
cakes, tray bakes and nib-
bles, with all of the dona-
tions raising £181 for the 

charity Maggie’s which 
provides emotional and so-
cial support to people with 
cancer.
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Brodick pupils 
present case to 
reduce waste
Inspired by a visit from the 
Sunnyside Ocean Defend-
ers of Easterhouse, who 
introduced them to their 
#NaeStrawAtAw cam-
paign, Brodick primary 
school pupils have em-
barked on their own drive 
to eliminate and reduce 
plastic waste.

Inviting a group of local 
business people and com-
munity representatives, a 
group of P7 pupils gave 
the audience and fellow pu-
pils a well-prepared pres-
entation on the dangers of 
plastic and a remarkably 
in-depth method of identi-
fying the various types of 
compounds found in plas-
tic.

Megan Green, Charlie Adams, Kayleigh Easton, Izzi Buckby, Reece Ferguson, Isabella 
Reid, Al� e Robinson, Ben MacVicar and Hamish Campbell speak con� dently about their 
objectives to reduce plastic pollution. 

Think About Plastic (TAP) takes up Arran fight
A new group has been formed on Ar-
ran to work towards making it Scot-
land’s fi rst plastic-free island.

To be called Think About Plastic 
(TAP), a steering group has been set 
up from organisations and businesses 
across Arran to promote the idea of 
working towards a plastic-free island, 
in line with the Surfers Against Sew-
age (SAS) campaign for plastic-free 
coastlines.

TAP has many plans to help re-
duce the amount of single-use plas-
tic thrown away on Arran. Chaired 
by Helen How, and with support from 
Eco Savvy, the Community of Arran 
Seabed Trust (COAST), the Co-op 
and NAC councillors Timothy Bill-
ings and Ellen McMaster, TAP will 
liaise with island businesses, shops 
and cafes, as well as community 
halls, schools and other groups.

Sue Weaver, of eXXpedition round 
Britain, said: ‘We have been so im-
pressed by Arran’s children’s cam-
paign for #NaeStrawAtAw. It’s time 
the adults got together to take this a 
whole lot further and TAP gives us 
this opportunity.’

TAP’s website can be found at 
www.thinkaboutplastic-arran.co.uk 
and emailed at info@thinkaboutplas-
tic-arran.co.uk

Using an audio visual pro-
jector, the pupils provided 

of Arran Seabed Trust and 
other local organisations, 
pupils hope to spread their 
message across the island.

The talk concluded with 
examples of ecologically 
friendly alternatives to 
straws and disposable cof-
fee cups before the adult 
audience were treated to 
coffee and biscuits and the 
opportunity to discuss what 
they had learned from the 
pupils.

Local business people and representatives introduce 
themselves to the children of Brodick Primary School. 

insights into the marine and 
terrestrial damage that plas-
tics can cause to the envi-
ronment – while using the 
data from their Brodick 
beach clean-up which re-
covered various amounts of 
plastic from the beach – to 
illustrate their point.

The presentation will be 
repeated at various ven-
ues and with the co-oper-
ation of the environmen-
tal group, the Community 

for more information call

01770 302234 or visit

www.cruizebarbrasserie.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

family
friendly dining

Open daily for breakfast from 7.30am, 
lunch from 12pm - 4.30pm and

dinner from 5pm.

Serving a wide selection of hot and cold drinks 
as well as tasty snacks throughout the day.

There is even a small soft play area for the 
little ones to burn off some energy!

open daily from 7am

fresh produce
sourced as
locally as
possible

F BARR SERVICES
Grass Cutting
Garden Sheds
Garden Fences

Slabbing
07827777875    302987
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Funding cuts shut all 
citizens advice services
A charity which provides 
vital advice services across 
North Ayrshire is to shut 
down.

The North Ayrshire Cit-
izen Advice Service 
(NACAS), which closed 
its  outreach service on Ar-
ran at the start of the year, 
has announced that all of its 
services will stop at the end 
of the month.

As previously reported in 
the Banner, a change in the 
way funding was provid-
ed to public advice servic-

Music festival is in Whiting Bay

Whiting Bay primary school choir are full of enthusiasm 
before their last choir practice. 

es by North Ayrshire Coun-
cil, led to the closure of the 
Arran branch – and now 
the remainder of the servic-
es across the area.

NACAS chief executive 
offi cer Nina Smith said: 
‘The charity has explored 
every opportunity and en-
gaged with key stakehold-
ers regarding all viable op-
tions over recent months. 
However, despite consid-
erable efforts, those discus-
sions have been unsuccess-
ful. NACAS has therefore 

concluded that it has no 
choice but to take the deci-
sion to close.

‘This is a very sad time for 
the charity, which has been 
proud to serve North Ayr-
shire for almost 20 years. 
Together we have helped 
and supported thousands 
of local citizens, provided 
advice, information, cam-
paigned and fought to con-
tinue our important work.

‘Our immediate concern 
is for the people of North 
Ayrshire and we will con-

tinue to support them dur-
ing this fi nal phase to pro-
vide the assistance they 
need.

‘The charity would like 
to take this opportunity to 
thank the many staff, vol-
unteers, clients and organ-
isations that have worked 
with the service over the 
years.’

A council spokesman 
said: ‘We are deeply disap-
pointed to learn that North 
Ayrshire Citizens Advice 
Service is to close, howev-
er, we are currently looking 
at options to ensure advice 
services remain available.

‘We are committed to en-
suring the people of North 
Ayrshire will continue to 
benefi t from high quality, 
sustainable advice services 

and are currently exploring 
ways in which we can do 
this most effectively.

‘We will also discuss the 

welfare and debt issues to 
contact our Money Mat-
ters Team by calling 01294 
310456, emailing money-
matters@north-ayrshire.
gcsx.gov.uk or by calling at 
our offi ces in Bridgegate, 
Irvine.

‘In addition, advice on 
benefi ts and money advice 
is available online at the 
BetterOff North Ayrshire 
website https://northayr-
shire.betteroff.org.uk/’

During the council meet-
ing last year, where the de-
cision was taken to put 
the public advice services 
out to tender, it was noted 
that tenders for the service 
would be evaluated taking 
into account the provision 
of outreach services such 
as those provided on Arran.

future of advice servic-
es in North Ayrshire when 
our chief executive Elma 
Murray meets with the new 
chief executive of Citizens 
Advice Scotland later this 
month.

‘In the meantime, we 
would ask people with 

The organisers of this 
year’s 89th Arran Music 
Festival – or really, the 
festival of country dance, 
verse speaking and mu-
sic – look forward to wel-
coming everyone to Whit-
ing Bay village hall next 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday.

Programmes are in the 
usual retailers and just to 
keep everyone on their 
toes the organisers have 
added a deliberate mis-
take – or that’s what they 
are saying! 

Eagle eyes have already 
pointed out that the wrong 
venue is printed on the 
cover but organisers are at 
present hurrying around 

the island, with Arran 
Event’s big stapler to rec-
tify this. Retailers have 
been kind enough to point 
the mistake out to pro-
grammes buyers, but just 
to confi rm it is Whiting 
Bay village hall, not Lam-
lash community theatre.

All are welcome to be 
part of the audience for 
any classes, but we do 
ask that anyone perform-
ing or attending the Fri-
day evening session re-
mains for the full session 
as we will be running this 
as more of a concert.
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Arainn 
Accountancy 

Services
T: 07979 856 616 E: aas@sky.com

Bookkeeping •  Credit Control •  Payroll •  VAT Returns
Computerised Accountancy systems

ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

Oban music and dance 
festival entries sought
Calling all budding mu-
sicians and dancers. The 
Highlands and Islands Mu-
sic and Dance Festival will 
be held this year in Oban 
from Friday May 4 to Sun-
day May 6.

This year the festival cel-
ebrates its 35th anniver-
sary and hopes to beat its 
recent participation num-
bers of 1,100 entries in the 
125 competitions. Organis-
ers are looking for budding 
Highland dancers, fi ddlers, 
pipers, pianists, accordion 
and clarsach players, and 
not forgetting those pro-
fi cient in woodwind and 
brass, to come along and 
show their talents.

Each year the festival has 
performers from all over 
Scotland and is hoping 
some of the terrifi c musi-
cal talent on Arran will take 
part. 

The event even has its 
fi rst entry from Germany.

The festival brings many 
venues in Oban alive with 
live music, and outdoor 
performers, in the heart 
of the town. The festi-

val promotes a long tra-
dition in music and dance 
but also introduces innova-
tion through group dancing 
competitions and novel-
ty from the individual. Ar-
gyll is rich in musical and 
dance heritage and the fes-
tival provides a great outlet 
for this. Organised by vol-
unteers, the committee has 
been proud to attract more 
than 3,000 visitors to the 
town, which is a welcome 
boost to the Oban economy 
through hotels, restaurants 
and travel.

Festival chairwoman 
Breege Smyth said: ‘The 
festival has retained a 
unique family feel that is 
the hallmark of true High-
land hospitality. This year’s 
festival is supported by 
EventScotland.’

To enter, visit the web-
site www.obanfestival.org  
but you’ll have to be quick 
as entries close on Monday 
March 19. Please check the 
website for the grading re-
quired – certain masters 
events are for prize-win-
ners only.

Day of prayer

Some of the worshippers of all denominations attended a special service for the World 
Day of Prayer at St Molios Church. 

More than 40 people from 
churches of all denomina-
tions across Arran joined 
in the World Day of Prayer 
service at St Molios Church 
in Shiskine.

Each year a different 
country takes responsibility 
for this event with millions 
of worshippers in more 
than 100 countries coming 
together to pray at the ec-
umenical service. This year 
the service was written by 
Christian women of Suri-
name in South America.

The theme of the ser-
vice was: ‘A heri gronta-
pu di Gado meki bun doro 
doro’ – ‘All God’s creation 

is very good’. It focused 
on the multi-cultural com-
munities of Suriname and 
their desire to preserve 
and protect their country’s 
fl ora, fauna and environ-
ment.

At the service held at 
Shiskine, members of Ar-
ran Churches Together re-
lated the stories of several 
Surinamese women, and 
the congregation joined 

in hymns and prayers of 
thanksgiving and worship. 
A meditation on creation 
linked the beauty of Scot-
land with that of Suriname 
and countries throughout 
the world, and the need to 
cultivate and protect rath-
er than exploit and destroy.

After the service the con-
gregation enjoyed home 
baking and fellowship in St 
Molios Church Hall.

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM

A.G.M.
Thursday 22nd March at 2pm 

in Brodick Church Hall.
COME AND HEAR ABOUT YOUR MUSEUM’S 

PAST YEAR AND OUR FUTURE PLANS.
Guest Speaker – Iain Quinn on

 “Post-War Brodick Pier”
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QuiltArran at Scottish show
This year QuiltArran was invited by the 
Quilters Guild in Scotland and the ICCF to 
take a stand at the Scottish Quilting Show 
in Glasgow at the SEC between March 8 
and 11 to display members’ work.

The group’s Alison Thompson told the 
Banner: ‘Our quilters made lots of quilts 
and other items, and several of us trans-

ported them by suitcases to the venue. It 
has been well received, with lots of love-
ly comments. It was great to see all of the 
other stands and the amazing quilts in the 
competitions.’

The exhibition, which is on every March, 
is fast becoming the best quilt show in 
Scotland.

Friends plan Easter 
fun at the castle
Last month the Friends of 
Brodick Castle had an in-
teresting meeting when 
Charlie Sclater from the 
National Galleries of Scot-
land came to talk about how 
the galleries have increased 
their visitor numbers over 
the  past few years.

The group’s next talk is 
on Thursday March 22 at 
2pm in the Rangers Centre 
when members will hope-
fully hear from the castle’s 
new head gardener about 
his time at The Gardens on 
the Bay in Singapore.

Easter is the friends 
main fundraising event 
and a host of actvities are 

planned for the weekend. 
There will be the annu-
al Easter egg trail, catch-
ing the duck,  the duck der-
by and tombolas for both 
adults and children, and 
they are looking for dona-
tions for the tombola.

The rangers will have egg 
decorating, wacky races 
and Easter bonnet competi-
tion. There is also going to 
be a craft fayre.

The friends are also or-
ganising a trip to Dumfries 
House for members in May. 

Anyone interested can 
contact Linda MacCallum 
on friendsofbrodickcastle 
@hotmail.com or 302875.

Lisa holds 
jewellery design 
workshop
Jewellery designer and 
silversmith Lisa McDonald 
of Subterra Jewellery will 
be bringing her travelling 
workshop expertise to 
Arran when the Kilmar-
nock-based artist visits 
Lochranza next month.

The workshops have 
proven to be so popu-
lar that Dundonald Castle 
have secured her services 
for a seven-week residency 
in May, teaching students 
how to design and craft 
their own jewellery pieces.

Classes will take place 
on the weekend of April 
28 and 29 at the Lochran-
za Centre and the silver 
workshops include making 
rings, earrings and bangles 
and start at £35.

For more information or 
to make a booking Lisa 
can be contacted through 
her website at https://sub-
terrajewellery1.wixsite.
com/ayrshire or through 
her Facebook page.

The QuiltArran stand at the show. 

Win a year’s free council tax
Residents across North Ayrshire can win a year’s free 
council tax as part of the council’s push to get more 
people to sign up to receive their bills online.

But the clock is ticking if you have not already 
signed up – you have until  March 31 to register and 
be in the free draw, which will be made on April 3.

*Terms and Conditions apply. Sold as an agent of Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply. Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but 
can be subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE February 2018. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 7 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated.
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Thought for the Week
‘Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanks-
giving, present your re-
quests to God.  And the 
peace of God, which 
transcends all under-
standing, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.’  Philippi-
ans 4:6

Commendable 
CalMac
Sir,
Between 2004 and 2006, 
I had a fair old grumble 
about CalMac which ended 
up in front of the Transport 
Commissioner at the EU. 
We ‘won’ the matter but it 
was pyrrhic. The essence 
related to senior manage-
ment and the manner in 
which they ran the state 
monopoly ferry service. 
Some 14 years later the old 
guard at the top of CalMac 
are pretty much all gone.

What has not gone are the 
offi cers, crew and shore-
side team at CalMac who 
deal with customers day in, 
day out and year in, year 
out. The service these ded-
icated professionals give is 
exemplary.

Here is the enigma, at 
least for this sole traveller 
who fi rst foot on the ferry 
as a youngster was aboard 
the MV Glen Sannox (1957 
vintage).

On Thursday March 8, a 
family health emergency 
necessitated a fairly rapid 
transit via the MV Caledon-
ian Isles across to the main-
land. The staff at Brodick 
Pier were incredibly under-
standing and helpful. The 
ferry marshalls were very 
kind and thoughtful. On 
board, the ship’s crew are 
a credit to the com pany. 
Every time I’m on that 
ship, all I see is the staff go-
ing above and beyond what 
they need to do.

Some days, I still wonder 
what it would be like to re-
place the current oversized 
ferry with two mid-sized 
ships in shuttle formation 
akin to Western Ferries at 
McInroy’s Point to Hunt-
er’s Quay operating be-
tween Brodick and Ardros-
san, with a third mid-sized 
ship to plug into the sys-
tem when demand requires 
it. I wonder what it would 

be like to have a service for 
Arran that runs from 6am 
to midnight without cur-
few. That is a matter for 
the new managing direc-
tor once Martin Dorchester 
moves to pastures new.

But this week I also saw 
CalMac’s best at work: ship 
and shoreside, crew and 
terminal staff. If anything, 
these guys at the sharp end 
will save the iconic ferry 
company from the manage-
ment’s dysfunctional and 
corporately risky choices. 
From the big-boat-syn-
drome, to the mind bog-
gling amounts spent on in-
frastructure. One of our 
directors built the ferry 
ramp in Campbeltown Har-
bour in six weeks for £600 
and it lasted for decades. 
How on earth £22,200,000 
can be spent on a ferry ter-
minal just makes my eyes 
water.

All in all – as one who has 
had Victor Meldrew mo-
ments moaning about Cal-
Mac management – I be-
lieve it very important 
to put pen to paper when 
things go right. Last week 
was CalMac at its best, due 
to sterling efforts and thor-
ough decency of shoreside 
staff and the ship’s crew. 
Well done, CalMac.

Thank you.
Yours,
Russ McLean,
Sannox.

‘Wee Davie’
Sir,
Michael Smith of North 
Shieds expresses the sen-
timents of many who trav-
el through Brodick termi-
nal (Arran Banner letters 
March 10).

‘Wee Davie’ is so faith-
ful he never misses a shift, 
regardless of the weather. 
For his comfort, I knit him 
a new scarf  every winter 
and in 2012 I was moved 
to compose a ‘wee ode’ to 
him, reprinted here.

‘Wee Davie.’
Ode to the ramp rascal
Come rain or sleet, he’s 

there to greet
The drivers as they board 

the boat
Young mascot of the Cal-

Mac crew
Red helmet on and yel-

low coat

The visitors in their 
camper vans

On bikes, in Saabs or 
caravans

Salute him with a joyful 
smile

Arriving on this 
glorious isle

And tearful, as they leave 
again

Boarding the vessel in 
the rain

They see him still, 
without a care

And know, come summer, 
he’ll be there.

Yours
Elma Stevenson,
Sannox.

Litter 
proliferation
Sir,
With reference to Carol 
Vells-Boyle’s letter in the 
Banner of the amount of 
litter scattered in the ver ges 
on our island, I have also 
noticed this problem.

I have also noticed an in-
crease in this after holiday 
weekends, holidays related 
to school breaks, anything 
which coincides with an in-

fl ux of visitors to the island, 
which seems to bring on 
the menace of fi sh and chip 
papers appearing in the ver-
ges. This is not a mere coin-
cidence as I have regularly 
spotted this.

I wonder if CalMac could 
put up notices on the ferries 
asking people who visit Ar-
ran to respect our island 
and deposit their litter in 
the bins provided. It might 
be worth a try.

Yours,
Myra Young,
Whiting Bay.

No gin here
Sir,
It is somewhat erroneous 
yet serendipitous of your 
media outlet to divulge that 
our operations here in the 
northern aspects of the vil-
lage are purveyors of bo-
tanically infused alcoholic 
beverages. While we strive 
to accommodate most of 
our clients’ prerequisites, 
the only such libations here 
at our headquarters  is the 
occasional bottle or three 
of vino that shum of our 
customers have popped in 
to shay thanks for what-
ever we done for them. 
Issha shame that we are not 
lisens … lissenced … that 
we’re not allowed to shell 
stuff like gin. Anyway it’s 
*hic* not er … what was 
I shaying? Oh, there’s the 
postman, Janis ... give him 
a glass.

Cheers, big man,
Graham Chappell,
Director,
Arran Graphics.

* Editor’s note: Arran gin is 
available in Arran Active, 
but not Arran Graphics as 
stated last week.

Exciting times
There are exciting plans 
for Brodick harbour – and 
we don’t mean the new 
ferry terminal.

This week the focus is 
very much what we are 
going to do with the old 
facilities once they are 
fi nally freed up. Great to 
see the Scottish Govern-
ment stepping in with a 
sizeable grant and, with 
some goodwill from 
CMAL, there could be a 
real community use of the 
old ticket offi ce.

It would provide 
much-needed offi ce space 
with 21st-century facilities, 
and it would also be used 
as a showcase for all the 
island’s produce and mer-
chandise – and we think 
that could  be really suc-
cessful.

The Arran Economic 
Group is to be commend-
ed for producing a busi-
ness plan to get the project 
this far.  If CMAL can see 
its way to handing over the 
building to the community 
for a peppercorn rent, there 
is no reason why the newly 
formed Arran 
Development Trust can’t 
use it as a building block 
for future plans, which in-
clude a transit marina 
which could help put 
Arran on the pleasure boat-
ing map. 

As we say, exciting times.
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

In the build up to World  Glaucoma Week 
this week, Specsavers teams have been 
up-skilling to better support patients 
with the condition.

Often symptomless in its early  stages, 
glaucoma is the leading cause of 
 irreversible sight loss. It is thought to 
affect 700,000 people in the UK today, 
but as many as 50% of cases are 
undiagnosed*.

In conjunction with the International 
Glaucoma Association, Specsavers has 
developed training for its retail teams 
to assist sufferers with their  treatment. 
Specifi cally, they will be advising on 
how to effectively administer eye 
drops, which are crucial for managing 
the condition.

This new training complements the 
skills held by Specsavers’ optometrists, 
who have collectively completed 
almost 5,000 postgraduate glaucoma 
accreditations since 2017, through a 
variety of accrediting bodies including 
Cardiff University and the College of 
Optometrists.

Alan Murphy was just 37 when a trip 
to Specsavers found the early stages of 
glaucoma.  Thanks to early detection, 

his condition is now 
managed by using 
eye drops daily.

Alan, now an 
advocate of regular eye tests and good 
eye health, believes early diagnosis 
and careful management has saved his 
sight. He says: ‘I would strongly urge 
people to go for regular eye tests, and 
to make the most of the advice 
and support provided by their local 
optician.’

Karen Osborn, chief executive of IGA, 
says: ‘The majority of people who are 
diagnosed early with glaucoma will 
retain useful sight for life. Most will 
be treated with medical eye drops. 
 Unfortunately we know from calls to our 
helpline that many people aren’t told 
about how to put the drop in the eye 
correctly, or aren’t advised about the 
aids that are available to help them. We 
are delighted to work with Specsavers 
on this often over-looked aspect of 
glaucoma management.’

*RNIB State of the Nation Eye Health Report 2017

Specsavers’ teams up-skill awareness 
in glaucoma - the silent thief of sight
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Next week: Working with island neighbours, bringing affordable housing and the connectivity challenge

New transit marina aims to 
breathe life into old harbour
The proposed creation of 
a transit marina on Arran 
could not have come at a 
better time, with marine 
and conservation tourism 
two of the biggest grow-

Creating a truly sustainable island economy
Chairman TOM TRACEY gives an overview of 
the work undertaken by the Arran Economic 
Group (AEG) during the past 12 months in the 
annual report.
‘AEG was created to optimise planned in-
frastructure changes and initiate others as 
required, to support a sustainable island 
economy.  Arran`s wild island beauty, wel-
coming communities, shared values and ac-
cess to peace or adventure and everything in 
between, makes Arran a special place. The 
AEG’s guiding principle is to manage inev-
itable change without changing the funda-
mental nature of the island.

‘Last year saw the near completion of two 
of the main infrastructure projects identifi ed 
in 2014/15. Brodick harbour awaits CE cer-
tifi cation on the passenger access system to 
become operational and 90 per cent of the is-
land has access to superfast broadband with 
43 per cent take-up to date.

‘There are new infrastructure projects in 
process or on the drawing board. The Min-
ister for Transport and the Islands received a 
proposal for the re-development of Ardros-
san Harbour on December 22 2017 and work 
is expected to begin and end in time for the 
arrival of our new ferry, the MV Glen San-

nox. We have also completed plans for the 
Arran Gateway Project which at its simplest, 
involves taking on the ‘old’ CalMac ticket of-
fi ce and turning it into a community hub. At 
its most complex, it is a complete re-develop-
ment of the existing area with the addition of 
a transit marina. Discussions with the own-
ers, community, Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Limited (CMAL) and North Ayrshire Coun-
cil (NAC) are ongoing.

‘A 4G signal is available in Brodick and 
work is ongoing in Lamlash and Kilmory. 
Our challenge is to complete the 4G roll out 
and use this increased connectivity to drive 
positive change in health, education, com-
munity and the economy.  We are working 
with North Ayrshire Council, University of 
the West of Scotland and the Scottish Futures 
Trust to establish creative ways of doing this 
through practical pilot schemes.

‘Based on recommendations from the hous-
ing study as well as other inputs, NAC has 
agreed to build 26 social houses in Brod-
ick and support Trust Housing Association 
building another 20.  This is a major step for-
ward.  In addition, working with the newly 
formed Arran Development Trust, we have 
identifi ed four sites around the island which 

The site of the proposed marina at Brodick harbour.

The North Pier Pontoons in Oban. 

ing sectors in the indus-
try. Arran Economic Group 
(AEG) says private fi nance 
would be needed to get the 
scheme off the ground, 
but public funds should 

also be available. The fa-
cility, built from the exist-
ing breakwater, would be 
similar in appearance to 
the new £2.5million North 
Pier pontoons in Oban 
which were fi nanced by 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
the Scottish Government 
and Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise. 

The pontoons, which 
opened last August, are ex-
pected to boost the local 
economy by £25million 
over the next 20 years.

The coastline from Troon 
to Gourock, including Ar-
ran, Bute and Cumbrae, 
has the highest concen-
tration of pleasure boats 
outside the south of Eng-

land, so the market for step 
ashore facilities is clear.

The 48-berth transit ma-
rina could only go ahead 
once Caledonian Maritime 
Assets Limited (CMAL) 
had removed the exist-
ing linkspan. It would be 
aimed at attracting visiting 
boats for short-term stays 
and not for local boats.

Consultation
A public consultation will 

be held in the next six to 
eight weeks to discuss the 
project and fi nd out what 
the public thinks.

As well as the marina, 
the AEG has been looking 
at the Market Road area 
in general to determine 
how this area can be trans-
formed into social, busi-
ness and leisure opportu-
nities for the benefi t of the 
Arran community and vis-
itors.

The Market Road Study, 
conducted by Ironside Far-
rar, identifi ed three project 
phases:

*Acquisition and re-de-
velopment of the existing 
ferry terminal and the pro-
vision of step ashore facili-
ties (phase one)

*Marina/pontoons for 
visiting yachts (phase two)

*Investigate potential re-
development of Market 
Road and identify new 
commercial area for relo-
cation of businesses (phase 
three)

In the coming months it  
plans to develop an under-
standing of local demand/
local space-growth and 
market interests to design 
a workable master plan for 
the Market Road area.

Initial discussions are un-
der way with a potential 
investor around possibili-
ties and options to include 
affordable housing, local 
employment and commer-
cial expansion.

The annual report states: 
‘The redevelopment of 
Market Road is a project 
of signifi cant scale and as 

such must be considered over 
a longer timescale. In 2018 we 
will further target achieving 
all-party agreement on how to 

best proceed, based on com-
munity and economic need.  
To progress this, we have iden-
tifi ed a potential investor and 
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Next week: Working with island neighbours, bringing affordable housing and the connectivity challenge

New transit marina aims to 
breathe life into old harbour

Creating a truly sustainable island economy
would allow us to build a further 150 afforda-
ble homes over the next fi ve years

‘Our island economy grew by around 10 
per cent last year based on tourist data, busi-
ness surveys and annual company reports.  
Arran is number three of 32 local authorities 
in Quality of Life as measured by respons-
es to the RBS quality of life survey.  On the 
downside, the population declined by eight 
per cent (2005 -2015). The rate of decline is 
the same as the last census (2011).  Primary 
cause: the age demographic and our inabili-
ty to attract/retain a working age population. 
Primary cause: a lack of affordable housing.

‘So our strategy has not changed. What has 
changed is that the infrastructure we talked 
about is broadly in place or very close to it.  
As previously stated, improved physical and 
digital connectivity will encourage the de-
velopment of creative industries and people 
who can take advantage of fl exible working 
practices.  New industries and additional res-
idents will increase our overall population 
back to 2001 levels, supporting the contin-
ued improvement in our schools, creating a 
truly sustainable island economy.

‘In conclusion, we have strong levels of 
economic growth and a high quality of life. 

We have added, and are adding, signifi cant 
public and private infrastructure which will 
help secure sustainable growth. However, 
our primary challenge is halting rapid popu-
lation decline. This will not change until we 
translate house building plans into actions. 

‘Arran Development Trust will have this 
as its primary focus for 2018.  We are one 
year closer to the digital and physical con-
nectivity and we need to support our existing 
industries as well as attract new ones.  Our 
challenge remains, to do all this while main-
taining our overarching principle of keeping 
Arran a special place.’

Chairman Tom Tracey.

Decision soon on way forward for Ardrossan

A decision is expected after Easter on Ardrossan harbour works.

A clear strategy on the way 
forward for the redevelop-
ment of Ardrossan harbour 
should be in place by the 
end of the month, accord-
ing to the Arran Economic 
Group annual report.

The Ardrossan habour 
taskforce met several times 
in 2017, under the auspic-
es of the Scottish transport 
ministers’ offi ce, to consid-
er several options designed 
to improve the reliability 
of the Arran ferry service 
in adverse weather.

This was driven from ear-
ly simulation results which 
indicated that the new ves-
sel for the route, the MV 
Glen Sannox, may not pro-
vide the same reliability as 
the current vessel the MV 
Caledonian Isles.

Two variations
Following extensive dis-

cussions with CalMac, Cal-
edonian Maritime Assets 
Limited, Transport Scot-
land, Peel Ports and North 
Ayrshire Council  these 
have been reduced to two 
variations of a proposal to 
re-align the berth to pro-
vide an improved turn in 
and extend the length to ac-
commodate longer vessels 
if required in future.

These proposal variations 
are currently being exam-
ined further on the sim-
ulators to confi rm which 

provides best service and 
value for money. The re-
sults of these are expected 
to be prepared for submis-
sion to the transport minis-
ter Humza Yousaf prior to 
Easter.

This work will also in-
clude a review, with atten-
tion to the requirement to 
retain the current timetable 
for the service. 

It was confi rmed all op-
tions being considered re-

quired a new linkspan. 
Timescales cannot be giv-
en currently because of 
the ongoing work, but it 
was felt a clear way for-
ward should be evident by 
the end of March to allow 
a decision from the min-
ister to be made follow-
ing the Easter break. Un-
til the decision is made on 
the berth, the fi nal plans 
and layouts for the passen-
ger access accommodation 

and port side facilities can-
not be completed. A project 
management team will be 
appointed to take the pro-
gramme forward on con-
clusion of the review.

In another recent devel-
opment, Strathclyde Part-
nership for Transport has 
committed £200,000 from 
its 2018-19 capital budget 
to the £15.5 million Ar-
drossan harbour inter-
change project.

The site of the proposed marina at Brodick harbour.

best proceed, based on com-
munity and economic need.  
To progress this, we have iden-
tifi ed a potential investor and 

await a formal presentation 
proposal based on the eviden-
tial study information provided 
and community requirements.’
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Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 31 March 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize draw 
to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK     153

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. 
No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further 
information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Highland Apartments by Mansley provide luxury living in 
the heart of Inverness. These serviced apartments on the 
corner of the High Street, overlooking the River Ness, offer 
the fl exibility of self-catering accommodation with the 
added benefi t of a daily housekeeping service, discounted 
dining, secure parking and wi-fi . Many feature designer 
interiors with balconies and terraces. Shops, restaurants, 
cafes and bars are just a short stroll away. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: What river runs 

through the centre of Inverness?

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT 
HIGHLAND APARTMENTS IN INVERNESS

The prize is a stay in a deluxe one bedroom apartment for two nights. Stay must be taken 
before end of June. Accommodation is for two persons sharing. Prize includes car parking.

One of Scotland’s most sought after exclusive use wed-
dings and events venues is opening its doors to the public 
for a memorable week over Easter. Located on the shores 
of Loch Awe near Taynuilt in Argyll, it’s the perfect setting 
for a wedding or special occasion. Our winners will stay for 
one night in a beautiful Master Loch Suite in this remark-
able manor house. A sumptuous three course dinner, 
breakfast and true Scottish Highland hospitality await. 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer 
the following question: On which loch is 

Ardanaiseig situated?

WIN 
A ONE NIGHT EASTER STAY AT ARDANAISEIG 

WITH DINNER FOR TWO PEOPLE

WIN 
A LUXURIOUS ONE NIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT RUFFLETS, ST ANDREWS INCLUDING 

DINNER AT THEIR EXCITING NEW RESTAURANT – SEASONS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
What is the name of the new restaurant at Ruffl ets?  a) Roots   b.) Forresters   c.) Seasons

Located in the heart of the family-owned hotel and 
overlooking acres of beautifully manicured gardens, you 
are guaranteed an unforgettable dining experience. 
Taking inspiration from the ever-changing seasons the 
menus feature freshly picked produce grown in the 

kitchen garden or sourced from a rich larder of Scottish 
produce and trusted local suppliers. 

One lucky reader will win a prize that includes dinner 
for two at Seasons restaurant, overnight accommoda-
tion and full Scottish breakfast.

Package includes dinner for two at Seasons Restaurant (excluding drinks), overnight accommodation in a double or twin feature room and breakfast for two. Prize must be 
taken between 1 April and 31 May 2018. The prize is subject to availability and non-transferable or refundable and no cash alternative will be offered. 

NB: Competition closes on 19 March 2018
Prize is for one nights stay between 30 March –2 April 2018
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High school pupils enjoy 
a Great Green Day
High school pupils enjoyed 
a Great Green Day hosted 
recently by a collective of 
environmental and commu-
nity groups.

Organised by Arran Com-
munity Land and Eco-
Savvy, and funded by the 
Climate Challenge Fund, 
the event aimed to in-
crease awareness of cli-
mate change and environ-
mental damage.

After having viewed a 
screening of the climate 
change fi lm, Before the 
Flood the previous week, 
the children were fore-
armed with a great deal 
of information and back-
ground to the issue, which 

Participants take part in carving wooden coastal way signs 
with Marvin Elliot. 

they used to tackle the ac-
tivities at the Green Show 
to look creatively at ways 
of reducing their own car-
bon footprints.

The Great Green Show 
included pledges on a plate 
to reduce carbon, a fashion 
activity #nowasteonmy-
waist to explore the carbon 
footprint of clothing and 
pallets being upcycled into 
vertical herb gardens.

Some of the other green 
organisation on Arran 
which joined in the fun and 
informative day included 
COAST, which delved into 
the marine implications of 
global warming. The Ar-
ran Bee Group exhibited 

a demonstration hive and 
talked about the importance 
of bees. The Arran Thea-
tre and Arts Trust helped 
with fi lming the event and 
well-known artist Marvin 
Elliot ran a wood carving 
group who created unique 
signs that will go up around 
Arran’s coastal path.

Community land project 
manager Pippa Downing 
said: ‘We had a great res-
ponse from all the pupils 
and teachers at Arran High 
School and it was amazing 
to have nearly every pu-
pil in the school involved 
so positively. All the Ar-
ran green groups working 
together produced a broad 
range of activities and 
themes for the pupils to ex-
plore – many thanks to all 
those who helped on the 
day and to the school for 
hosting the event.’

Eco-Savvy’s project man-
ager Judith King added: 
‘Through our current pro-
ject, Eco-Savvy has found 
the way to kickstart ac-
tion is to fi rst of all educate 
on the seriousness of cli-

mate change, often through 
fi lms, facts and fi gures. Al-
though the reality and im-
plications of these may 
be shocking, it is impor-
tant that we do not give 
up in making the neces-
sary changes to protect our-
selves and future genera-
tions from the catastrophic 
impact that climate change 
could have.

‘This is what we sought to 
encourage with the young 
people and found that a lot of 
what was observed through 
the fi lm was transferred to 
the fashion, art and fi lm op-
portunities of the day. Some 
of these projects will be 
made visible to the wider Ar-
ran in coming weeks. A big 
thank you to our volunteers 
and all involved in making 
the day a success.’

The Great Green Day was 
the penultimate event for 
the Community Land and 
Eco-Savvy’s year-long Cli-
mate Challenge Fund pro-
jects which has seen every 
school, and almost every 
school child on Arran, tak-
ing part in one of the events.

Children hang their T-shirt creations up for display. 

Children can be seen � lling the hall and taking part in 
green activities. 

Dressed for the part, children learned about the 
importance of bees . 

Pupils set about using recycled pallets to create vertical herb gardens. 



Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                         Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                    Garden only open 9am-dusk
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics                                       Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Brewery                                                                     Open Mon - Thursday 11.30am - 4.30pm
                                                                                 Friday & Saturday,10am - 4.30pm, Sun - Closed

Saturday 17th March
Flow Yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
St Andrew’s Chamber Orchestra                                         Lochranza and Catacol Village Hall, 5pm
Music Arran presents A Concert by Mary Reid                                        Brodick Village Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Tim Pomeroy and Mike Bailey              Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Blues Mama – blues songs from BB King, Etta James, Taj Mahal, etc          The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm

Sunday 18th March 
Live music – Mike Edwards                                      Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 2pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Live music – Blues Mama                                                                              The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm
AA meeting                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday 19th March
Morning fi tness                                                                            Auchrannie Gym, 9.30am -10.30am
Arran Historical Society – speaker Sue Mills                                                           Brodick Hall, 2pm
Arran Vets surgery                                                                              9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                                 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Over-50s badminton                                                                      Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                 Brèagha Holistic Beauty, Corrie, 5pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                              Shiskine Church Hall, 5.15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                  Brodick Church Hall, 6pm                                                          
Adult tennis                                                                        Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Arran Junior Football Club                                                                     Ormidale Park, 6pm - 7.30pm
Circuit training                                                                                        Auchrannie Gym, 6pm - 7pm
Lamlash Aerobix                                                                  Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                                       Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                      Auchrannie Sports Hall,7pm - 9pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                            Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Tae Kwon Do                                           Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm
JogScotland Mixed Ability Runnin Group Whiting Bay, 5.30pm

Tuesday 20th March
Arran Vets surgery                                                                  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                         9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy Outdoors                                                               NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                  Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Metafi t class                                                                                                   Arran High School, 6pm
Flow yoga,                                                                                                                  Corrie Hall, 6pm                
Lamlash Junior Drama Club                                                            Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm 
Auchrannie winter bowls                                                                                                 Brodick, 7pm 
Youth club                                                                                                               Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Fiona’s FitSteps                                                                                              Arran High School, 7pm
Scottish country dancing                                                             Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Arran Dawn                                          Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Wednesday 21st March
Arran Vets surgery                           9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                                     9am- 2pm and 4pm -5pm
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Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Elderly forum                                                              Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am for 11am
Chair yoga exercise class                                                                   St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Bus Pass Club free soup                                              The PHT, Lamlash, 12noon -2.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service  10.30am -12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Knittery and Nattery                                                                               Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Zumba Gold ,                                                                    Brodick Church Hall, 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                               Lamlash Church Hall, 5pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness)                          Brodick Church Hall, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
JogScotland Mixed Ability Running Group Invercloy Co-op Car Park, 5.30pm
Flow yoga                                                                                                     Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwon Do                                 Arran High School, Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Yoga-Arran                                                                                 Kinneil, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Mixed hockey                                                                      Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30pm - 9pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do                 Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm - 8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                 Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Family friendly pub quiz                                                                                 PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock and pop bingo                                                                                Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 22nd March
Arran Vets surgery                                                                   9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                           9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Morning fi tness, Auchrannie Gym                                                       9.30am -10.30am
Chair yoga exercise class                                                         Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Arran Skinnymalinks                                     Brodick Church Hall, between10.30am -12noon
CND reading Group                                                                                             Glenisle Hotel, 2pm
Music Matters                                                                                                    Lamlash Church, 2pm
Quilt Arran                                                                          Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Adult tennis                                                                 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers                             Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm 
Arran ladies’ netball                                                                                 Arran High School, 6 - 7pm
Ladies’ hockey                                                                          Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Badmington                                                                            Shiskine Hall, Shiskine, 7pm
Arran Soul Choir                                                  Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                            Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                               Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
General knowledge quiz                                                                                      Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 23rd March
Arran Vets                                                                    Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets                                                                        Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                              Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee morning, all welcome                                   Corrie and Sannox Village Hall, 10.30am
Smart Recovery meeting, all welcome                         Lamlash High School, Lamlash, 6.00pm
Steak night – build your own steak from £9.99 for rump            The PHT, Lamlash, from 5pm 
Lochranza children’s badminton                                                    Lochranza Hall, 6pm - 8pm
AA meeting                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                                  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm - 9pm
Tae Kwon Do                                                         Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 9pm
Live music – Fatman and the Angel               Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Friday night quiz                                                    Whiting Bay Golf Club, Whiting Bay, 8pm
Poker, pool and darts                                                                                             The PHT, Lamlash        
 

Saturday 24th March
Flow yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                          Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm - 5pm
Live music – Michael Clark                             Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Smokey Valley Band – ‘funky folk’  with a huge selection of songs         The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Annual Spring Flower and Bulb Show Brodick Hall, 2pm.
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Birds flock to 
snow-free fields
The wet and unsettled 
weather that dominated 
much of the winter came 
to an end in February with 
the wind coming latterly 
from the east. There was no 
measurable rain after Feb-
ruary 19 and the tempera-
ture fell.

In comparison with Jan-
uary, February had 40 per 
cent of the rain of January 
and the mean temperature 
was a degree less. In com-
parison with last year, this 
February had 60 per cent 
of the rain of last February 
and the mean temperature 
was two degrees lower.

Gulls were a feature with 
reports of two species of 
uncommon white-winged 
gulls. A fi rst winter glau-
cous gull was photographed 
in Catacol Bay on 3rd and 
a fi rst winter Iceland gull 
was photographed among 
hundreds of common gulls 
in an unharvested crop fi eld 
by the castle drive on 4th. 
The fi rst returning lesser 
black-backed gull was re-
ported from Machriewater-
foot on 22nd, an early sign 
of approaching spring.

Reports of winter visitors 
included: a brambling at 
the Dyemill on 4th, 17 rook 
in Sliddery on 6th, 250 red-
wing in Shiskine on 8th, 
200 fi eldfare in Feorline on 
9th and seven purple sand-
piper at Silver Sands on 
18th.

In February, winter-
ing wildfowl were pres-
ent in numbers including: 
250 greylag geese in Fe-
orline on 2nd, 52 pink-foot-
ed geese on Corriecravie 
Moor on 7th, a male gold-
eneye on Mossend Pond on 
8th, 32 teal at Cosyden on 
17th, two whooper swan 

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

FEBRUARY

A colourful wintering duck, the wigeon, by Dennis 
Morrison. 

at Kilpatrick Farm on 19th 
and 75 wigeon at Cleiteadh 
Buidhe on 21st.

Other wintering fl ocks in-
cluded: 16 common cross-
bill in Clauchan Glen on 
2nd, 30 lesser redpoll at 
the Dyemill on 4th, 60 sky-
lark in Sliddery on 6th, 
800 common gull with 400 
woodpigeon plus 80 hood-
ed/carrion crows in an un-
harvested crop fi eld by the 
castle drive on 7th, 120 
starling at Bennecarrig-
an on 17th, 60 curlew in 
South Feorline on 20th and 
36 lapwing in Shiskine on 
28th. Some of these fl ocks 
may have included birds 
beginning to migrate north.

The occasional calm 
days were ideal for sea 
watching.  Reports includ-
ed: a red-throated diver 
off Imachar on 2nd, fi ve 
black-throated diver off 
Fairy Dell on 4th and two 
great northern diver at 
Dougarie on 9th. There 
were some signs of ap-
proaching spring; eight 
courting red-breasted mer-
ganser at Alltgobhlach on 
7th, 18 displaying eider 
in Cosyden on 17th, sev-
en black guillemot at their 
breeding colony in Corrie 
on 25th and three return-
ing gannet off Clauchlands 
Point on 26th.

With sources of food for 
some species of bird be-
coming scarce, gardens 
were havens for many spe-
cies. Among the many gar-
den highlights were: a 
great spotted woodpecker 
in Lamlash on 4th, a male 
blackcap in Strathwillan on 
9th, 50 siskin in Shiskine 
on 10th, 22 collared dove 
in Blackwaterfoot on 19th 
and 10 bullfi nch in Cordon 

on 21st. It was also encour-
aging to receive more re-
ports of greenfi nch. This 
once common species has 
been decimated in recent 
years by the parasitic dis-
ease trichomonas.

Other sightings included: 
two jack snipe at Hazelburn 
on 2nd, 15 reed bunting at 
Sliddery on 6th, six yellow-
hammer also at Sliddery 
on 8th, three goosander in 
Loch Ranza on 13th, a mer-
lin at Torbeg on 17th, four 
little grebe in Loch Ranza 
on 25th and a kingfi sher on 
Fisherman’s Walk on 26th .

By the end of the month, 
with most of mainland 
Scotland covered with 
snow and biting, freezing 
winds from the east, the 
low lying snow-free fi elds 
of Arran and the shore it-
self were areas that seemed 
at times to be alive with 
many species of birds for-
aging for food including: 
blackbird, fi eldfare, lap-
wing, mistle thrush, red-
wing, reed bunting, sky-
lark and song thrush. With 
this severe weather stretch-

ing into March, the offi cial 
start of spring looked to be 
on hold.

Having said that, March 
could see the arrival of 
some of our summer vis-
itors such as wheatear, 
chiffchaff, willow warbler, 
sand martin, even swallow 
and house martin, but their 
arrival will be dependent 
on the weather. Keep an 
eye out for these migrants 
and let me know when you 
fi rst see them.

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird 

notes with ‘what, when, 
where’ to me at Kilpatrick 
Kennels, Kilpatrick, Black-
waterfoot, KA27 8EY, or e 
mail me at jim@arranbird-
ing.co.uk  I look forward 
to hearing from you.  For 
more information on bird-
ing on Arran purchase the 
Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012 as well as the Arran 
Bird Report 2017 and vis-
it this website www.arran-
birding.co.uk.

Glaucous gull, an uncommon winter visitor photographed 
by Stuart Smith in Catacol Bay.

Black guillemot in breeding 
plumage by Dennis 
Morrison. 
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Lighting up time
Last Wednesday the Arran Sports Field, 
offi cially opened by the Queen last Au-
gust, had another sort of opening.

This one was to formally switch on the 
fl oodlights on the astroturf to allow all in-
terested parties to inspect the pavilion. Al-
though raining, junior hockey training was 
postponed until the guests had assembled 
and then Councillor John Sillars turned on 
the lights by remote control from inside 
the pavilion. Guests watched from a dis-
tance, the high lights slowly coming to life 
to reveal the youngsters at practice and to 
signify fi nal readiness of a project which 
has been almost nine years in coming to 
fruition.

Except for a few objections to the lights 
from those living nearby, there is a very 
real pride in the project and the opportuni-
ties it is now giving to Arran’s youngsters.

On the green
The Brodick Bowling Club will know ear-
ly next week if it is to be allowed to lease 
the bowling green. But, although having 
bid a modest sum for the lease, its mem-
bers both want and do not want to get the 
lease.

This is the result of North Ayrshire de-
ciding not to run the facility, or the ten-

Arran Youth Hockey all kitted out with their new Royal Bank sports bags and their new 
strips courtesy of Arran Ladies Hockey, Bank of Scotland, BP and the Arran Licensed 
Trade, with Liz Kerr, Ian Small and Alastair Dobson. 01_B11twe01

nis courts, or the putting green this year, 
but it has decided to invite tenders for oth-
ers to run them. The bowling club is one of 
four on Arran but the only one which does 
not own its green. It is comfortable with 
the present situation and, being mostly in 
their senior years, does not really fancy the 
additional burden of coping with the busi-
ness side.

Charles Rundle, who is on the bowling 
club committee, said: ‘As long as we are 
allowed to play bowls, I don’t think any-
one wants the responsibility. It’s too legal, 
it’s too bureaucratic.’

Treaty of Brodick
With Sinn Fein expected to rejoin the 
Northern Ireland peace talks next week, 
Arran has been mooted as the place where 
these talks might take place. This is only a 
proposal which has been put to the Prime 
Minister and the suggestion was not spe-
cifi cally for Arran, but on a Scottish is-
land. Arran, however, is one of relatively 
few which could offer the facilities. It is 
also closest to Northern Ireland.

It is said that there is a hint of a promise 
of reaching an agreement and the Prime 
Minister is believed to be aiming at a deal 
by Easter. The idea of Arran or another 
island is to escape the ‘hothouse’ atmos-
phere of Belfast.

Former pupil Alison Marr has provided an Arran High School photo from 1975/76 which 
she says contains one married couple, one professor, several local business people, a 
research scientist, an excellent country dancer, several bankers, a brother and a sister, 
and one set of twins. 01_B11twe03

Jacks high at the start of the bowling season some years before the anxiety of facing 
running the green themselves. North Ayrshire Council will come to a decision next week 
while it contemplates whether it will run the bowling green, tennis courts and putting 
green this year. 01_B11twe02

Winners of the Arran ladies darts doubles Morag Reid and Catherine Law pictured last 
Wednesday at the Lagg Hotel. 01_B11twe05

Stuart Gough is the new archivist at the Arran Heritage Museum. Having recently taken 
over from Fiona Gorman, he too encourages people to make use of the archives which 
contain a wealth of local history, genealogical knowledge and a list of every gravestone 
on Arran. 01_B11twe04
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Wee Box appeal backed

The Lang family are the face of the 2018 Wee Box appeal. 

People on Arran are be-
ing urged to join SCIAF’s 
Wee Box, Big Change Lent 
appeal to raise money for 
some of the poorest people 
in the world. This year the 
UK government has com-
mitted to matching – pound 
for pound – all donations 
given to the appeal before 
May 8, meaning people’s 
donations will go twice as 
far.

Each year people across 
Scotland give up a favourite 
treat such as coffee, choco-
late, wine or crisps, and put 
the money they save into a 
SCIAF Wee Box, and then 
donate it at Easter to help 
the charity’s life-changing 
work.

In 2017, the appeal raised 
more than £1 million for 
SCIAF’s life-changing 
work, helping people in 
15 of the world’s poorest 
countries. Almost £80,000 
was raised in Ayrshire and 

Arran last year, with more 
than £800 raised on Arran 
alone.

SCIAF director Alistair 
Dutton said: ‘We’re incred-
ibly grateful to the peo-
ple of Ayrshire and Arran 
for supporting us over the 
years. 

‘Everything given to 
SCIAF’s Wee Box Lent ap-
peal means poor families 
can get the help they need, 
like good seeds, farming 
tools, training and small 
loans, so they can grow 
food, earn an income, and 
have a better future.

‘Having the UK aid match 
again this year is a fantas-
tic bonus too. It means 
everything you give to our 
Wee Box appeal will be 
doubled by the UK gov-
ernment. I urge everyone 
to take advantage of this 
amazing offer and make 
sure your money goes 
twice as far.’

The 2018 appeal tells 
the story of SCIAF’s 
life-changing work with 
poor families affected by 
illegal fi shing and poverty 
in one of the poorest prov-
inces of rural Cambodia, 
Stung Treng.

Cambodian family headed 
by Phong and Toma Lang 
and their fi ve children, fea-
ture on this year’s Wee Box.

The Langs depend on fi sh-
ing and farming to survive 
but they were badly affect-
ed by criminal gangs who 
used dynamite and elec-
trocution to harvest huge 
numbers of fi sh in their lo-
cal river. At the time, fi sh 
stocks dropped by a stag-
gering 50 per cent, leav-
ing the family struggling to 
feed themselves.

Working closely with its 
local Cambodian partner, 
Development and Part-
nership in Action (DPA), 
SCIAF helped the Lang 

family and their neigh-
bours to form a com munity 

fi shing association, work 
closely with the police and 

local authorities, and set up 
regular patrols of the river 
to prevent illegal fi shing 
so fi sh stocks could return 
to levels which can support 
local families and future 
generations.

The Langs also received 
training in how to increase 
their rice harvests so they 
could support themselves 
all year round.

Money raised from the 
appeal will help SCIAF’s 
work with poor commu-
nities around the world so 
they can grow more food 
and support themselves, 
overcome injustice and 
confl ict, get an education 
and learn new skills, as 
well as get help when dis-
asters strike.

To get your own SCIAF 
Wee Box, make a donation 
or to fi nd out more about 
the campaign, please vis-
it www.sciaf.org.uk or call 
0141 354 5555.

everyone welcomefree event refreshments 

furniture

clothing

craft  i tems

fabric

crockery

books

kids stuff h o u s e h o l d  i t e m selectronics
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

ESTATE AGENCY NETWORK
Miller Stewart

Sell Your House
for a Fixed Fee Estate Agency Service

Including Photography and Advertising on
and 

l  Professional Local Agent     l  Viewing Service Available

Contact Caroline Hester M: 07521 498036  l  T: 01770 499401
property@millerstewart.com

Any house from £595*

*Terms and Conditions Apply

Property

Semi-retired joiner/handyman
seeks short or long term
 accomodation on Arran

 Tel 07783 812840
 or reply to Box No 23

CASKS CAFE AND BAR
AT THE

ARRAN DISTILLERY VISITOR CENTRE
Recruiting for front of House 

and Kitchen Staff
Full and part-time positions available with good rates 

of pay and conditions.
9.15am - 5.15pm

Please contact Lindsay or Gerard to discuss further.

Tel: 01770 830264
E: cafe@arranwhisky.com or 

gerard@arranwhisky.com

BRODICK GOLF CLUB
Cleaner required  

for the Clubhouse.
Flexible hours, approximately 12 hours per week.

Wages negotiable.
>>>>>>>>>

Brodick Golf Club Shop
Requires 2 members of sta� 

to manage sales, bookings, stock
and to welcome members and 

visitors alike to the club.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Applications  and enquiries to: 
secretary@brodickgolf.com

or Phone: 01770 302349
or  write to: Brodick Golf Club, 

Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8DL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk

*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash

Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & Communities) 
at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk by 6 April 2018. 
Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 

REGULATION 20(1)
18/00189/PP; Kenmara, Strathwhillan Road, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Erection of two 
storey detached dwelling house and detached garage, including demolition 
of existing bungalow and timber garage.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
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Drive Times

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

LAWN SPECIALIST

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES

SALES UNDER £50 
Hy-line point of lay pullets. 
Tel Colin: 07968 259502
1 roll galvanised barbed 
wire. Length : 100 metres. -  
£15. DUO FAST automat-
ic screwdriver: for air com-
pressor - £50. Mahogany 
stool, can be used as dress-
ing table stool - £30. Brass 
3-arm ceiling light with 
yellow shades. - £30. Adult 
size life jacket. - £10. Tele-
phone  01770 302383.
Wooden fi re place surround 
with electric fi re. Good 
condition - £45 Tel: 01770 
700387

CLARK TREE AND 
GARDENING SERVICES
All aspects of Tree Work, 
Hedge Cutting, 
Grass Cutting and Strimming.
Power Washing
Gutter Cleaning
Phone for a free quote

Tel: 07470 474830 or 01770 870546
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like us on 
facebook
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CHURCH NOTICES

DEATH

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 18th March

Pirnmill and Lochranza 
Churches together, 10 15am 
Morning Worship and Stated 

Annual Meeting at
Lochranza Church.

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am. 
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH 

(Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay
Sunday 18th March

Holy Communion, 11am.
 Mr John Roberts

Coffee after service followed 
by postponed

Annual Church Meeting. 
Wednesday, 21st March

Holy Communion, 12.15pm
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 18th March 

Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 

Estate, Brodick
Evening Service 6.30pm

5 Glen Road, Brodick
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday Worship at 11am

Brodick Library
Telephone 700346

Everyone
Warmly Invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 18th March
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory - 10am
 Lamlash - 11.30am

In Lamlash:
prayer time 10.45am. 

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 

Number: SC014005
Sunday 18th March

Worship will be conducted by 
the minister

 Rev Elizabeth Watson
 at 10.30am. 

The Stated Annual Meeting 
of the Congregation will take 

place immediately after
worship, followed by lunch. 

All welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 18th March

Service 11am
 Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and coffee after

the service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 

fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.

Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 18th March
Sunday Mass 11am

GARRAWAY: Stephen Grant.
Passed away 28th February, 
aged 30,  beloved son of Nan-
cy and Stephen and brother to 
Greig and Janey, he will be 
greatly missed. Funeral ser-
vice will be held in St Moli-
os Church, Shiskine on Friday 
23rd March at 11.30am and 
thereafter at Shiskine Ceme-
tery. No fl owers please, dona-
tions if so desired to ‘Mind’. 
All welcome.

SCOTT: Davy, Isa, Betty, 
Jean and family would like to 
thank the doctors, nurses and 
carers who looked after Paul. 
A special thanks to Rev Jean 
Hunter for the lovely service 
and to David and Clair Hendry 
funeral directors. Also to Amy 
and Euan at the Drift Inn for 
the lovely spread and Tracy 
Flemming for all her support.

TAYLOR: - Harold (Spud)
Peacefully at home on Sunday, 
11th March 2018. Spud, aged 
94 years, beloved husband 
of Jessie. Funeral service in 
Lamlash Church on Thursday, 
22nd March at 11.30 am and 
thereafter to Lamlash Ceme-
tery to which all are welcome.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday March 11, Winter 
Cup. The attraction of the 
Old Firm match on televi-
sion, coupled with a few 
sore heads from ‘celebrat-
ing’ the rugby on Saturday, 
left the fi eld clear for the 
seven diehards who played 
in the March round of the 
Winter Cup. Although wet 
after heavy rain on Satur-
day, the course was play-
ing well and overhead con-
ditions were good.

Result: 1 Jamie Macpher-
son (6) 67 ACB and low-
est gross, 2 John Pennycott 
(13) 67, 3 Stan Rainey (10) 

Arran Bridge 
Club results 
The results of the Arran 
Bridge Club aggregate 
competition at Brodick on 
Thursday March 8 were: 
N/S 1 John Dick and Da-
vid Campbell, 2 Jean Bar-
clay and Elizabeth McKel-
lar, 3 John Baraclough and 
Jim Peacock. E/W 1 Jan 
and John Beattie, 2 Tricia 
Martin and Douglas Ham-
ilton, 3 Jessmay Peacock 
and Margaret MacGill.

The results of the match 
points competition at Lam-
lash on Monday March 12 
were: 1 Margaret MacGill 
and Elizabeth McKellar, 
2 Doug Chase and Jennif-
er Wales, 3= John and Jan 
Beattie, 3= Tricia Martin 
and Douglas Hamilton.

69. Perhaps surprisingly, 
CSS went out to 65. There 
were no magic twos.

The remaining round will 
be played on Sunday March 
25. With one round to go, 
it’s all to play for with John 
Pennycott leading by one 
shot from Graeme Crich-
ton.

Fixture: Sunday March 
18, friendly v Lamlash at 
Lamlash, 10.30am start. 
Just turn up to be paired up.

Shiskine Golf Club
Ladies section: Thursday 
March 8, 12 hole medal, 12 
played, par 44, CSS 44. 1 
Jenni Turnbull 52-8=44, 2 
and scratch Ann May 50-
4=46, 3 Sally Brookes 57-
10=47.

Fixtures: ladies’ match 
every Thursday – 10am 
tee-off. Gents: Satur-
day March 17, Lochranza 
match at Shiskine, 1.30pm 
tee-off. Sunday March 18, 
Ryder Cup (Stableford), all 
gents members welcome, 
1pm tee-off.

Lamlash Golf Club
Sunday March 11, Glen-
burn Cup, winner Alan 
Smith 73-11=62. Overall 
winner of winter Glenburn 
Cup, John O’Sullivan to-
tal 297.

Fixture: Sunday March 
18, winter friendly, Lam-
lash v Whiting Bay at Lam-
lash, 10.30am start. Thurs-
day March 22, yellow 
medal, 11am start

Brodick Golf Club
Sunday March 11, Bran-
don qualifi er, eight played, 
NC. 1 David Hendry 75-
14=61, 2 Iain MacDon-
ald 70-5=65, 3 Chris Pat-
tenden 79-13=66. Scratch 
Iain MacDonald 70.

Winter Cup, Stableford. 
1 David Hendry 40pts, 
2 Chris Pattenden 36pts 
ACB, 3 Iain MacDonald 
36pts.

Fixture: Sunday March 
18, Winter Cup, 9am and 
12noon.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday March 10, Mon-
day Cup. 1 A Smith 63, 2 R 
McLean 64, 3 L Hartley 71.

Regretfully, the Eddie 
Rankin Memorial Trophy 
was cancelled last Saturday 
due to a very poor weather 
forecast, which proved to 
be correct. A new date will 
be arranged and notifi ed via 
this section.

Fixture: Saturday March 
17, sweep, ballots at 9am 
and 1pm. Monday March 
19, noon.

Continued from page 20
at the goal, but were un-
lucky on several occasions.

At full-time the score-
line was 2-1 to the visitors. 
Team captain Annie Watts 
said: ‘The girls gave 100 
per cent today and, des-
pite the weather, played 
their socks off. It was a 
tight game. Uddingston are 
league leaders having lost 
only one match this season, 
so a 2-1 scoreline is a very 
respectable result.’

Uddingston awarded Ar-
ran’s Ali (Ninja) McKie 
dame of the game for her 
exceptional goalkeeping. 
Arran Ladies would like to 
thank Pauline Reid for en-
during the foul weather and 
umpiring their match. They 
are hoping to get Pauline 
back on the pitch for the 
last game of the season.

They would also like to 
thank the staff at the Or-
midale Hotel for their 
continued support and for 
providing the teams with 
post-match teas. To all the 
supporters who cheered 
the girls on from the side-
lines in the rain, the team 

Lorraine Hewie is pursued as she heads for goal. 

Weather fails to dampen the spirits

would like to say ‘thank 
you’.

Arran Ladies travel to 
the National Hockey Cen-
tre today (Saturday) to 
play Stepps Ladies 2s. 

The match starts at noon. 
Team: captain Annie Watts, 
vice-captain Lorraine Hew-
ie, Ali McKie, Cat Gal-
braith, Elyse Aitken, Freya 
McNicol, Ellie Wood, Mia 

Walker, Jenny Stark, Ha-
zel Malakoty, Judith Ross, 
Helen Thomson, Megan 
McNicol and Hannah Mc-
Cartney. Umpire Pauline 
Reid (Arran Ladies).
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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Arran Ladies 1
Uddingston Ladies 2s 2

Narrow victory for 
the league leaders
Wet and wintry weather re-
turned last Saturday as Ar-
ran Ladies faced Udding-
ston Clinetix Ladies 2s, 
league leaders in the West 
District women’s hock-
ey league division three, in 
their last home match of the 
season.

The Arran ladies knew 
this was going to be a tough 
match. In preparation, vice-
captain and acting club 

Mia Walker tries to evade her opponent. 

Elyse Aitken on the attack for Arran.

coach Lorraine Hewie had 
devised a series of drills to 
establish a new defensive 
formation which the team 
had practised at training.

During the match, this for-
mation proved invaluable 
as the Uddingston forward 
line battled relentlessly, but 
without success, to gain ac-
cess to the Arran shooting 
zone, their efforts thwarted 
by Arran’s defensive line 
of Ellie Wood, Mia Walker, 
Jenny Stark, Cat Galbraith, 
Freya McNicol, Elyse Ait-

ken and Ninja McKie. 
Elyse Aitken’s clearance 
from the ‘D’ saw the ball 
travel from the back line 
to the mid’s, thus enabling 
Arran’s Lorraine Hewie to 
begin her run into the op-
position’s ‘D’. Despite 
immense pressure from 
Uddingston’s defence, Lor-
raine was able to execute a 
stunning aerial shot on tar-
get, forcing the keeper to 
leap into the air to prevent 
it entering the goal. How-
ever, Helen Thomson was 

waiting in the wings for the 
rebound and her signature 
‘rocket shot’ resulted in the 
fi rst goal of the match, put-
ting Arran ahead.

Arran Ladies knuckled 
down and, for the next 20 
minutes, the midfi eld line 
of Hazel Malakoty, Judith 
Ross, Hannah McCartney 
and Megan McNicol held 
fast in the face of the op-
position’s determination to 
even the score. At the half 
time whistle the score was 
Arran 1, Uddingston 0.

With the rain still lash-

ing down, the players had 
a short break for team 
talks and refreshments, 
but quickly returned to the 
pitch to continue the game. 

A few minutes into play 
the ball was turned over by 
the Uddingston midfi elder 
and it quickly found its way 
into the Arran ‘D’. A foul 
inside the ‘D’ resulted in a 
short corner but the strik-
er’s shot was run down by 
sweeper Cat Galbraith. Un-
fortunately, during the en-
suing kerfuffl e, a second 
foul was incurred and an-

other short corner awarded. 
This time Arran were not 
so lucky, as Uddingston’s 
centre forward managed to 
draw the ball back and with 
great skill lifted it into the 
goal. Five minutes later, 
they succeeded in scoring 
again from a superb shot 
from the edge of the ‘D’. 
The Arran forward line of 
Helen Thomson, Annie 
Watts and Lorraine Hewie 
continued to put pressure 
on the Uddingston defence 
with some exceptional runs 
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