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INSIDE TODAY

Badgers out
More than £24,000 is to 
be spent by the council in 
a bid to keep badgers out 
of a cemetery. A 1,500ft 
fence is to be built around 
Lamlash cemetery to deter 
the animals who have left a 
trail of destruction.
Full story page 2.

Cover star
Arran artist Fiona Ruther-
ford’s work features on the 
cover of a fi rst edition book 
by Machrie author Hilary 
Patrick. The book, entitled 
Mental Health, Incapacity 
and the Law in Scotland, 
features the artwork which, 
according to Hilary, per-
fectly refl ects the book’s 
content. 
Full story page 7.

Team effort
Ten teams of youngsters 
took part in the annual 
engineering competition 
for schoolchildren last 
month where innovative 
and novel designs were put 
to the test. Using ballistics, 
ingenuity and initiative, the 
winner was Alec Ferguson 
with Daisy McNamara, last 
year’s winner, second. 
Full story on pages 12 
and 13.

Euroscola 
Arran High School pupil 
Bethany Welsh paid a visit 
to the European Parliament 
as part of the Euroscola 
event. More than 450 
participants from 21 states 
took part in what could be 
the last visit by an island 
pupil ahead of Brexit.
Full story page 16.

It’s business as usual 
after shock takeover
‘We are all very excited 
about the future’

Spring is o�  cially here and to prove it the � rst lambs of the season have 
arrived at a Brodick farm. These two Texel males are the � rst born of John 
Murchie’s small � ock at Brandon Farm. And neighbours Luca, three, and 
one-year-old  Joey, along with their dad Calum Duncan, were delighted to 
pet and feed the week-old new arrivals. 01_B10lambs01

It was business as usual at 
Arran Aromatics this week 
after a surprise takeover.

The announcement that 
the firm had been bought 
out of administration 
caught most people on the 
island on the hop.

And much has been 
made this week of the 
fact that the acquisition 
deal by Endless LLP was 
completed in just seven 
days. However, Arran Ar-
omatics went into volun-
tary liquidation back in 
December in a bid to re-
structure their finances, 
but they did not make this 
public, as they rebranded 
the firm now known sim-
ply as  Arran. 

Now Leeds-based End-
less, one of the UK’s lead-
ing mid-market private 
equity investors, has ac-
quired the firm and prom-
ised new investment.

The acquisition means 
all employees, including 
32 on Arran, can breathe 
a sigh of relief as they 
have transferred to the 
new company which has 
acquired the business and 

assets of Arran and all its 
stores and operations re-
main open for business.

William Wellesley, the 
former managing direc-
tor of Molton Brown Cos-
metics prior to its sale to 
Kao Corporation, will join 
the board as non-executive 
chairman. Allan Caldwell, 
previously chief executive 
of Scottish Fine Soaps and 
a highly-experienced man-
ufacturing and retail exec-
utive, has been appointed 
chief operating officer.

Jacqui Gale, who was 
central to the rebranding, 
remains chief executive 
officer.

Arran, established in 
1989 by Janet and Iain 
Russell has grown as a 
luxury brand in the natu-
ral wellbeing space. With 
sales of £6 million per an-
num it operates from six 
retail stores in Scotland 
and employs more than 
100 people.

Manufacturing and retail 
operations will continue to 
be run in Brodick by head 
of operations, and son of 
the founders, Duncan Rus-
sell, producing the new 
Sense of Scotland brand-
ed products, launched late 
last year. 

A new showroom store 
was recently opened on 
George Street in Edin-
burgh which includes an 
area where customers can 
fill and personalise their 
own fragrances. 

Duncan’s brother, brand 
director Andrew Russell, 

commented: ‘We are de-
lighted to have received 
the investment from End-
less, which has been deliv-
ered at a vital time for Ar-
ran. The investment in the 
brand over the past few 
years has positioned it well 
for growth across a wide 

range of geographies and 
this new investment will 
help us make this a reality. 
Arran, Sense of Scotland is 
poised to join the best loved 
Scottish brands around the 
world and we are all very 
excited about the future.’

Continued on page two.
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It pays to advertise in the Banner

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

From page one
Endless is an experienced 

retail investor, having 
driven the growth of The 
Works Stores from 200 to 
nearly 400 stores, and in-
cludes Bathstore and The 
West Cornwall Pasty Com-
pany amongst its previous 
investments. 

Glaswegian Francesco 
Santinon led the invest-
ment for Endless and he 
said he is looking forward 
to the future.

Mr Santinon said: ‘Arran 
is one of those quintessen-
tially Scottish brands that 
resonates with consumers 
around the world. We are 
delighted to be working with 
the Russell family to con-
tinue the progress of recent 
years of establishing Arran 

on a global stage and expect 
to be announcing more retail 
stores in the future.

‘Due to the growing pains 
experienced over recent 
years it became evident 
that Arran required further 

investment that has now 
been secured as has the fu-
ture for its employees. Its 
manufacturing and retail 
operations will continue to 
operate as normal.’
See leader page 8.

It was business as usual at Home Farm this week. 
01_B10aquired01

Business goes on after shock takeover

More than 1,500 feet of 
fencing is to be installed at 
Lamlash Cemetery in a bid 
to stop the badgers.

North Ayrshire Council 
has agreed to spend more 
than £24,000 on the work 
which is expected to start 
shortly. The move comes 
after a survey was received 
from a specialist company 
which outlined proposals to 
try to eradicate the problem.

The unsightly and exten-
sive damage, which was 
fi rst reported by the Banner 
over the festive period, saw 
the council appointing a spe-
cialist environmental con-
tractor to conduct a survey 
as badgers are a protective 
species and any measures 
to control their populations 
have to be conducted ac-
cording to strict guidelines. 

The results of the survey 
undertaken by Edinburgh 

-based NBC Environment, 
(NBC) determined that the 
nocturnal badgers were not 
living in setts in the cem-
etery, but that the damage 
was being caused by ex-
plorative forays into the sa-
cred grounds. Because ac-
tual badger setts were not 
found in the cemetery, and 

evidence exists that they 
are inhabiting the site fur-
ther to the north west, NBC 
proposed that badger proof 
fencing would restrict ac-
cess and prevent setts from 
being established. 

The survey also revealed 
that badger excavations, 
most likely in their search 

for leatherjackets, had 
caused a grave to collapse.

The 1,500ft (474m) of 
fencing will be installed 
in a trench approximate-
ly 600mm deep by 600mm 
wide, with a return placed 
on the mesh in order to pre-
vent badger entry.

Andy Beadles, regional 

surveyor, said: ‘During the 
site survey it was noted that 
badgers have caused seri-
ous surface damage across 
the cemetery and now re-
quires an effective, perma-
nent solution to deny them 
access, particularly given 
the sensitive nature of this 
site and since this public 

cemetery is still being used.
Although the badgers have 
only been scraping the sur-
faces to gain a food source, 
which is most likely leath-
erjackets, the visual impact 
this has created is not ac-
ceptable, particularly giv-
en the fact that the ceme-
tery shall be visited daily by 
members of the public and 
also grieving families.’

A North Ayrshire Council 
spokesman said: ‘There has 
been a number of issues at 
Kilbride Cemetery in Lam-
lash caused by badgers dam-
aging the turf. As badgers 
are a protected species, we 
enlisted a specialist environ-
mental contractor to help re-
solve the issue. 

‘A survey was carried out 
and the recommendation 
is to install up to 1,500 feet 
of badger fencing to pre-
vent the animals from enter-
ing the cemetery. The works 
will commence shortly and 
are expected to last up to six 
days.’

 Fence bin to kept out badgers

The fence at the cemetery will be reinforced to stop badger activity which can be clearly seen. 01_A10badger01



Arran Banner, Saturday 11 March, 2017  www.arranbanner.co.uk NEWS    3

The Arran Trust has award-
ed the Arran Team Knot-
weed Busters and Lam-
lash Improvements a grant 
towards the eradication 
of Japanese knotweed from 
Cordon to Clauchlands 
Point in Lamlash. 

Help for stem busters to 
beat knotweed menace
... and say hello to 
Trusty the Squirrel

Cecilia Paul of VisitArran presents a cheque to the Arran Knotweed Busters. 

By constraining the 
growth of this invasive 
plant, it is hoped that it 
will allow the natural bio-
diversity of the island to re-
turn, as well as improving 
golf courses, pathways and 
clearing land that would 

then be suitable for house 
building.

The knotweed busters use 
a method of stem injec-
tion to deal with the prob-
lem plants, which they have 
found is more effective than 
spraying. Knotweed is re-

sistant to cutting and, be-
cause of its tolerance of a 
wide variety of soil types, 
it can spread quickly. The 
team, whose mission is to 
eradicate this species from 
the island, is hoping to ed-
ucate more people on the 
correct methods of  dealing 
with it. 

If anyone is interested in 
learning about the eradica-
tion of Japanese knotweed 
or in joining the team, they 
can contact Robin Gray on 
01770 700586 or by email 
at robingray94@hotmail.
com. 

Meanwhile, the trust has 
a new mascot – Trusty the 
Squirrel – who is now part 
of their newly branded logo.

The Arran farming commu-
nity was saddened to learn 
this week of the death of 
George Tod. He was 71.

He died peacefully at his 
beloved Balgowan Farm 
in Shiskine surrounded by 
his family last Saturday 
and yesterday (Thursday) 
mourners packed the near-
by St Molios Church for his 
funeral.

He will be cremated at 
Masonhill Crematorium 
near Ayr today (Friday) at 
10.30am. 

Society president dies
George, who’s wife Lil-

lian died several years ago, 
had farming in his blood 
and could trace his Arran 
ancestors back generations.

President
In one of his proudest 

days he was president of 
the Arran Farmers’ Socie-
ty at their 180th show last 
August.

In one tribute a friend 
said: ‘A legend of a man, 
feel very privileged to have 
known him, a true life char-
acter.’
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Schools across Arran cel-
ebrated World Book Day 
last Thursday with compe-
titions, readings and dress-
ing up for the event which 
is celebrating its 20th anni-
versary this year. 

World Book Day is spon-
sored by National Book 
Tokens and celebrates 
everything to do with read-
ing, writing and enjoying 
literature. 

At Kilmory primary 
school children were asked 
to transform potatoes into 
characters from books, 

Read all about it as schools 
celebrate World Book Day 

many of whom did so with 
great imagination and ef-
fort. They also enjoyed 
the reading activities that 
were held throughout the 
day. The potato competi-
tion was judged by Susan-
na Talbot from the Brod-
ick library who went to the 
school and presented the 
winners with their prizes. 

At Pirnmill primary the 
children created fancy 
dress costumes depicting 
their favourite characters 
from books. Brodick early 
years pupils, who are locat-

ed right next to Brodick li-
brary, enjoyed their World 
Book Day celebrations in 
the library itself where they 
joined staff in fancy dress 
and took part in reading ac-
tivities. 

At Corrie the early 
years class played super-
hero games, while P3 to 
P7 pupils created their own 
books, including the front 
covers. The whole school 
enjoyed paired reading and 
the party later in the day 
dressed in their fancy dress 
costumes.

The Corrie early 
years class had three 
Spidermen for their 
superhero celebration: 
Peter Mochan, Lachlan 
McKinnon and Hayley 
Carey. 

Left: Susanna Talbot 
of Brodick library 
presents Chloe McNeil 
with a prize for winning 
the early years to P2 
section in the Kilmory 
competition. 

Joint winners of the peoples 
choice were Rorie Monteith 
with Gobber from How to 
Train your Dragon and Scott 
McAllister with Shaun the 
Sheep. 

Hannah-Louise Fraser of P6 at 
Corrie primary as Picachu. 

Scott McAllister’s entry was a 
potato version of Shaun from 
the Shaun the Sheep book. 

Mother’s Day Carvery 
Sunday 26th March
12pm until 1.30pm
£10.95 per adult
£8.50 per child (5-11 years)
£5 per child (under 5 years)
Booking essential

Booking Essential 01770 860 444
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Pirnmill primary pupils dressed up as their 
favourite book characters to celebrate World Book 
Day.Hannah-Louise Fraser of P6 at 

Corrie primary as Picachu. 

Above and right: Every class at Brodick primary school 
celebrated World Book Day with fun activities, games 
and reading events.

Rorie Monteith’s entry was Gobber from How to 
Train your Dragon. 

Brodick early years pupils celebrated World Book Day with sta�  at the Brodick  
library who joined them in dressing up for the occasion. 

Eilidh McNeish won 
the P3 to P7 section 
with her otter and crab 
from the book Utterly 
Otterlys. 

Scott McAllister’s entry was a 
potato version of Shaun from 
the Shaun the Sheep book. 

Chloe McNeil took 
� rst place in the early 
years to P2 section with 
Poppy the pig from A 
Medal for Poppy, above. 
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FISHING FOR 
GRAYLING    
A GORGEOUS EAST 

LOTHIAN GARDEN

ALLAN LITTLE: THE

TRAVELLING MAN

APRIL 2017

DEER VERSUS CAR – What to do about an epidemic 

that causes 7,000 crashes and costs motorists £10m a year?

Plus

Dame Evelyn Glennie on 

her adored Aberdeenshire 

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   APRIL  2017. £4.25

A
P

R
IL 2017

S
C

O
TL

A
N

D
’S

 Q
U

A
LIT

Y
 LIFE

S
T

Y
LE

 M
A

G
A

Z
IN

E

S
C

O
T

TIS
H

 FIE
LD

LINDA MCCARTNEY’S 

MULL OF KINTYRE 
Her photos capturing 

the place she 
loved the most 

CONFESSIONS OF 

AN EDINBURGH 
OPIUM EATER
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LINDA MCCARTNEY’S 
MULL OF KINTYRE

FISHING FOR 
GRAYLING
CRASHES INVOLVING 
DEER ON ROADS SUCH 
AS THE A82 THROUGH 
GLENCOE ARE COSTING 
MILLIONS

WILDLIFE PRINT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER INSIDE

HER PHOTOS CAPTURING THE PLACE 
SHE LOVED THE MOST

CONFESSIONS OF 
AN EDINBURGH 
OPIUM EATER

APRIL 2017

What to do about an epidemic 

Dame Evelyn Glennie on 
Dame Evelyn Glennie on 

her adored Aberdeenshire Dame Evelyn Glennie on 

her adored Aberdeenshire Dame Evelyn Glennie on 

Dame Evelyn 
Glennie on 
her adored
Aberdeenshire

The next meeting of the 
Arran Historical Society 
will be on Monday March 
20 at 2pm in Brodick hall. 

The speaker will be Diana 
E Maxwell who will talk 
on HMS Tarlair and has 
thoroughly researched this 
shore research establish-

Quakers 
day of 
healing 
planned
A group of Quakers from 
Arran and Glasgow will be 
holding a ‘day of healing’ 
in the small hall at Whiting 
Bay on Saturday March 18 
from 11am to 4pm. 

Everyone is welcome to 
attend the event, either to 
take part, observe or in-
quire. There will be demon-
strations of individual en-
ergy healing and there will 
also be ongoing sessions 
where groups send healing 
to individuals and groups of 
vulnerable people – such as 
immigrants and prisoners 
– and to other places and 
countries.

George and Judith Baines, 
who held the ‘healing in the 
market place’ in the Whit-
ing Bay hall during the late 
1990s and early 2000s, are 
delighted to be having a 
healing session there again 
and to be sending healing 
love out into the troubled 
world. Refreshments will 
be available.

North Ayrshire’s Labour 
administration says it has 
delivered the most radical 
council budget for many 
years.

As reported in last week’s 
Banner, householders on 
Arran face a three per cent 
rise in their council tax to 
help pay for the £326 mil-
lion revenue budget.

Speaking after the budget, 
council leader Joe Cull-
inane said: ‘I have pro-
posed the most radical, anti-
austerity budget seen in 
North Ayrshire for many 
years and I am absolutely 
delighted that it has passed. 
It stops the cuts and invests 
in our future.

‘At the core of Labour’s 
budget is empowering our 
communities to have a real 
say on the matters that af-
fect their day to day lives.

‘We are making a huge 
step change in how we de-
liver services in partnership 
with our communities. De-
volving services, such as 
grounds maintenance, isn’t 

Lochranza and Catacol 200 Club draw
Winners of the Lochranza and Catacol 200 Club February 
draw were: 1 John Lowe; 2 Val Pisano.

The Scottish council elec-
tions are now less than two 
months away and returning 
offi cer Elma Murray is keen 
to ensure as many people as 
possible are registered to 
vote.

Local schools are also get-
ting in on the act to encour-
age 16- and 17-year-olds to 
register to vote as this is the 
fi rst time they have had the 
chance to infl uence local 
politics. Election day takes 
place from 7am to 10pm on 
Thursday May 4.

Mrs Murray said: ‘No one 
should miss out on their 
right to be part of the demo-

Labour delivers radical budget 
to give communities more say

just bold, it empowers lo-
cal people to have a say on 
how this service is deliv-
ered locally. The Commu-
nity Investment Fund will 
take the principles of par-
ticipatory budgeting (PB)
to a whole new level. So 
far PB has centred on com-
munity grant awards of a 
few thousand pounds – we 
are devolving over £3 mil-
lion through our invest-
ment fund to be spent by 
our communities on meet-
ing their local priorities.

‘Labour’s budget invests 
in, not cuts, our Health and 
Social Care Partnership 
(HSCP). This will provide 
a much-needed boost given 
that the service has strug-

gled to meet increasing de-
mand for services such as 
care at home within its cur-
rent budget. The SNP gov-
ernment gave us the green 
light to cut our HSCP by a 
further £2.3 million. We’ve 
rejected that option and in-
creased our contribution by 
£5.5 million – a huge £8 
million more than what the 
SNP government would al-
low us to do.

‘Included in our HSCP 
plans are a £4 million HSCP 
Challenge Fund. This will 
deliver transformational 
change, allowing us to de-
velop innovative new mod-
els of care that meet the 
needs of our communities 
in these challenging times. 

‘All in all, this budget 
protects jobs and public 
ser vices. It stops the cuts 
and delivers an additional 
£12.3 million of investment 
to meet the needs of our 
communities.’

The budget also includes 
£800,000 of investment set 
aside for Ardrossan harbour 
car park as part of the ferry 
campaign business case.

Meanwhile, the SNP group 
at North Ayrshire Council 
has welcomed the council’s 
budget for 2017-18 as a set-
tlement that will continue to 
build for the future pros perity 
of North Ayrshire.

Commenting on the set-
tlement, the group leader, 
Councillor Tony Gurney, 

said: ‘The budget set by the 
council is one which con-
tinues to progress our sub-
stantial achievements while 
in administration. In par-
ticular, we are delighted to 
see many elements within 
the settlement that contin-
ue to build on SNP policies 
both nationally and local-
ly.As we have done before 
in the past, and working 
with our offi cers at North 
Ayrshire Council, the SNP 
fully intends to deliver for 
the people of North Ayr-
shire if re-elected to the ad-
ministration. 

‘We look forward to put-
ting our case and our vision 
for North Ayrshire to the 
electorate on May 4.’

Elma Murray hands over a lea� et to voter Stuart 
Ruddock at an event at the council HQ in Irvine. 

Submarine talk at society
ment at Aberdour in Fife 
where several technologi-
cal breakthroughs for sub-
marines of national impor-
tance were developed. She 
has appeared in TV pro-
grammes Coast and The 
Antiques Roadshow. Every-
one welcome to attend.

cratic process and I would 
encourage those who will 
be 16 and 17 to activate 
their entitlement to vote by 
registering as soon as they 
can. Ensuring your name is 
on the electoral register is a 
straightforward.’

Schools across North 
Ayrshire and Scotland are 
helping young people get 
#ReadyToVote by running 
registration events during 
March. If you want to reg-
ister, go to https://www.
gov.uk/register-to-vote or 
contact the electoral reg-
istration offi cer on 01292 
612221

First-time voters urged to get 
registered before elections
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Work by a member of Ar-
ran’s Art in Mind project 
now decorates the cover of 
a new book.

The work, by Arran art-
ist Fiona Rutherford, was 
chosen by author Hilary 
Patrick, who wrote much 
of the fi rst edition of Men-
tal Health, Incapacity and 
the Law in Scotland, at 
her home in Auchencar, 
Machrie. 

Ms Patrick, now retired, 
was an Honorary Fellow in 
the School of Law at Edin-
burgh University. Her book 
has been widely well re-
ceived. She said: ‘I worked 
for many years looking at 
mental health and legal is-
sues and this book, fi rst 
published in 2006, looks 
at the many ways in which 
having a mental illness or a 
learning disability may af-
fect a person’s legal rights. 
When Professor Jill Stavert 
of Edinburgh Napier Uni-
versity came to update the 
book, we were keen to see 

if we could use some art-
work from Arran to illus-
trate it. Arran was a great 
place to write the fi rst edi-
tion. In those days, WiFi 
was not so available and I 
have happy memories of 
lengthy coffees in the Cat-
acol Bay Hotel as I emailed 
chapters to my publisher. 

‘I am so pleased we con-
tacted Art in Mind. It is 
such a lively and life-af-
fi rming project and the art-
work it produces is so vi-
brant. There were many 
lovely pieces we could have 
chosen and from the two fi -
nalists, Nigel Hunter and 
Fiona Rutherford, we fi nal-
ly agreed Fiona’s work re-
fl ected the positive message 
of the book, with its empha-
sis on information and em-
powerment.’

Art in Mind is a regis-
tered charity and part of Ar-
ran Visual Arts. The group 
meets in Brodick Rang-
er Centre every Friday 
throughout the year and 

Arran artist is a cover star

Hilary Patrick presents Fiona Rutherford and Nigel Hunter with a copy of her 
book.

aims to introduce people 
with mental health/social 
isolation problems to art 
and self-expression to help 
them gain confi dence.

Professional artist Felici-
ty Walker comes over from 
the mainland every week to 
teach and support members. 
There is a relaxed, friendly 

and sometimes industrious 
atmosphere, not to mention 
frequent doses of laughter. 

On Friday February 16, 
Ms Patrick handed over a 

copy of the book to Fiona, 
with another copy for the 
group. 

Sarah Hay, one of the 
group’s organisers, said: 
‘People referred through 
the community mental 
health team are welcome to 
come to Art in Mind. People 
can feel ill, low, scared and 
alone but on making what 
can often be a real effort to 
come to the group, many 
people feel come away feel-
ing they’ve achieved some-
thing that day and that may-
be they’re not so alone. So, 
if you feel anxious, appre-
hensive or unhappy when 
you’re referred, I hope you 
will be encouraged to come 
along.

She added: ‘Art in Mind 
will be donating our copy 
of the book to Morag Mc-
Clurg of AIMS Advocacy, 
based in Saltcoats, as Mor-
ag and her staff have been 
so helpful in liaison with 
other similar groups on the 
mainland.’

*T&C’s apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply. Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be 
subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. February E&OE 2017. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated.

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL 
Superhero IS HERE TO HELP!

LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE...

EXPERT KNOWLEDGE  ●   SUPER SERVICE  ●  COMPETITIVE PRICES   ●  PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION 

FREE LOCAL 
   DELIVERY*

                  *T&C’s Apply. 

 

 

 

£249 .99 
Only 

8kg Condenser Tumble Dryer 
Model No: DCSC821W 
• 15 Programmes inc: Sensor & Timed 
• Anti-Crease Cycle, Auto Cool Phase 
• Time Delay up to 9 Hours 
• Dimensions: H85xW60xD60cm 

STAR BUY 

 

 

Was £309.99 

£299 .99 
Now Only 

55cm Frost Free Fridge Freezer 
Model No: TF55185W 
• Fridge: 160 Litres/5.65 CuFt 
• Freezer: 76 Litres/2.68 CuFt 
• 2 x Glass Shelves, 1 x Salad Bin 
• Dimensions: H180 xW54.5 xD58cm 

Save £10 

 

 

 

£529 .99 
Only 

60cm No Frost VitaFresh Fridge 
Freezer 
Model No: KGN36VW35G 
• 247 / 110 Litres, 8.72 / 3.88 CuFt 
• 2 VitaFresh Chiller Boxes 
• VitaFresh Box with Humidity Control 
• Dimensions: H186xW60xD66cm 

Claim £70 

Fuelcard via 

Redemption 

 

 

 

£249 .99 
Only 

50cm Static Fridge Freezer 
Model No: FRTF121W 

• Fridge 138 Litres/4.9 CuFT, 3 Shelves, 1 Salad 
Drawer 

• Freezer 42 Litres/1.5CuFT, 1 Wire Freezer Shelf 

• Reversible Door 

• Dimensions: H120.9xW49.6xD60.6 

 
 

 

 

£1099 .99 
Only 

Frost Free Side-By-Side Fridge 
Freezer 
Model No: KFD4952XD 
• 406/ 199 Litres, 14.31/7.0 CuFt 
• Dual Cooling System: Maintain Ideal Humidity 
• Water Dispenser & Ice Maker 
• Dimensions: H182xW84xD74cm 

 

ARRAN DOMESTIC SERVICE CENTRE 
UNIT 4 THE DOUGLAS CENTRE , BRODICK. KA27 8AJ 
Tel:01770 302909  Email: adsc26100@aol.com 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports are 
fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set 
by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, 
however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘Come to Me and listen to My words; hear Me and 
you will have life.’ (Isaiah 55:3)

Troon boon?
Sir,
I do love a good artist’s im-
pression. 

What a pity the aerial 
view of the maritime hub at 
Ardrossan, which The Ban-
ner printed last week, hard-
ly falls into that category.  

The only impression I got 
was of a computer generat-
ed image, hurriedly thrown 
together in response to the 
brochures produced by 
Associated British Ports 
(ABP).  

Can we really see our-
selves strolling through the 
verdant grasslands and tree-
lined walkways of Win-
ton Pier whilst waiting for 
wind speeds to drop below 
35mph so that ferry servic-
es may resume? 

The ferry on the left-hand 
side does not appear to be 
attached to any linkspan 
and, in any case, there is no 
direct vehicle access from 
the marshalling area on the 
right for loading purposes.

Foot passengers still have 
a long and exposed walk 
from the hub to the nearest 
bus stop. 

The opportunity to extend 
the rail line further towards 
the pier – as it used to be –
has been ignored.

The main thrust of the ar-
gument against change be-
ing put forward by North 
Ayrshire Council (NAC) 
continues to be the econom-
ic effect on employment in 
the town.

From the point of view of 
Arran residents, this is not 
what the debate is about.

No-one is suggesting ABP 
is acting from altruistic mo-
tives, but it has done Arran 
a service by stirring NAC 
and Peel Ports from their 
torpor and forcing them to 
produce plans for the cos-
metic improvement of the 
port. 

Without the intervention 
of ABP, these organisations 
would have sat back and 
taken CalMac’s berthing 

fees and council tax contri-
butions indefi nitely, with no 
improvements forthcom-
ing.

What bothers me most is 
the more Arran residents 
and businesses sign peti-
tions demanding the Ar-
drossan service continues, 
Peel Ports and NAC are 
less likely to make the capi-
tal investment in the dredg-
ing and breakwater recon-
struction which is needed to 
create the infrastructure for 
a reliable service.

I have nothing against Ar-
drossan. Indeed, I spent a 
fortnight there one after-
noon. But if you fi nd your-
self stranded on Winton Pier 
on a dark winter’s evening 
–  particularly if you do not 
have a car – your chances of 
fi nding accommodation are 
slim and foot passengers 
might as well take the train 
back to Glasgow.

And in an age when wait-
ing lists for hospital ap-
pointments and surgical 
procedures are measured in 
months rather than weeks, 
is it really acceptable pa-
tients should have the stress 
of worrying if the boat will 
sail on the appointed day  
or the additional expense 
of booking overnight ac-
commodation for a night 
in advance, just in case it 
doesn’t?  

Arran holidaymakers, 
who risk losing substantial 
sums of money by missing 
fl ights, are all too familiar 
with this syndrome.

Reliability of service must 
be the priority and the pro-
posals for Ardrossan do not 
provide any sort of guaran-
tee for improvement.

Yours,
Iain Auld,
Lamlash.

True feelings
Sir,
Well there we have it. A 
choice between our exist-
ing port, who’s true feelings 
towards the people of Arran 

were laid bare in the Febru-
ary 25 edition of The Ban-
ner.

To paraphrase ‘if Ardros-
san does not win the ferry 
contract, Peel Ports will not 
let any Arran lifeline ferry 
use its port whilst Troon is 
readying itself having won 
the bid’. And North Ayr-
shire Council is threatening 
the care of our elderly and 
infi rm may be withdrawn 
should the decision be a 
change of port. 

As an incomer to Arran 
seven years ago, I fi nd my-
self asking why the peo-
ple of Arran would want to 
gamble their lives and fu-
ture by trusting people who 
apparently have no qualms 
in so blatantly threatening 
their freedom of choice?

Oh I’m sorry, we didn’t 
get a chance to express our 
choice did we?

I was also under the im-
pression Arran was of value 
to Ayrshire. Traditionally 
items of value have qual-
ifi ed specialists to protect 
and guard them from out-
side threats.

Instead, yet another body, 
Arran Economic Group, 
claims to speak for the peo-
ple of Arran and surprise, 
surprise, it supports Peel 
Ports. 

I am curious to know how 
some of the new bodies rep-
resenting Arran were se-
lected. What expertise do 
they have in how an island 
community functions and 
what are their connections 
to North Ayrshire Council?

I know misinformation 
and alternative facts are all 
the rage but was it my im-
agination that Arran’s posi-
tion as lynch pin to North 
Ayrshire’s multi million in-
vestment only came to light 
when ABP suggested Troon 
as an alternative port? 

Until then we had been led 
to believe the new ferry and 
terminal were for the future 
lifeline of the people of Ar-
ran and their visitors.

I was also surprised when 
my 85-year-old mother-
in-law, who was visiting 
the island from her home 
in Prestwick, told us she 
had signed the nice lady at 
the supermarket’s petition 
to save our ferry and why 
hadn’t we told her we were 
in danger of losing it. 

Finally, it seems clear hav-
ing listened to various ma-
rine experts and examined 
the historical use of both 
ports that Troon would al-
low CalMac to provide the 
people of Arran and their 
visitors with a safer more 
reliable lifeline service.

So if the people of Arran 
are the priority it will be 
Troon, if North Ayrshire is 
the priority then it will be 
Peel Ports. I would like to 
know one way or the oth-
er. I mean, the future of our 
public toilets depend on it.

Yours,
Philip Millard,
Kildonan.

Problem missed
Sir,
I see from the illustrations 
in last week’s Banner that a 
good deal of money is go-
ing to be spent by Peel Ports 
and NAC on upgrading the 
ferry terminal at Ardrossan. 

This will include another 
two-storey building which 
will be diffi cult to use by 
the elderly, disabled and 
people travelling with chil-
dren. 

But this does not address 
the main problem that, un-
less the vessels can get in 
and out of the harbour when 
the prevailing wind is blow-
ing strongly from the south-
west, these wonderful facil-
ities are pointless. We now 
have the ludicrous situation 
in which £33 million is be-
ing spent at Brodick, anoth-
er £15 million at Ardrossan 
and nothing on making the 
service usable.

Yours,
Ian Ferguson,
High Corrie.

An administration fright
We trust all is well at Arran Aromatics.

No one, apart from those closely connected to the 
fi rm, appeared to be aware of the behind-the-scenes 
restructuring taking place as the company was very 
publicly rebranding as simply Arran and its product 
range, A Sense of Scotland.

However, a simple check of the offi cial public re-
cord, The Edinburgh Gazette, shows Arran Aromat-
ics went into members’ voluntary liquidation at the 
end of November last year with the appointment of 
liquidators KMPG days later.

However, none of this was put in the public domain 
and – it seems – no one found out.

It was certainly a complete surprise when the news 
broke on the BBC website last Friday night with the 
headline: ‘Jobs saved after Arran Aromatics is put 
into administration.’ And the news spread like wild-
fi re across the island with most asking: what admin-
istration?

Members’ voluntary liquidation is where the share-
holders of a solvent company adopt a voluntary 
winding-up resolution and appoint a liquidator to re-
alise the assets of the business to distribute the pro-
ceeds to company members.

It was stated in The Gazette last December that the 
company was able to pay all its known liabilities.

However, it now means there is an ‘oldco’ Arran 
Aromatics and a ‘newco’ Arran Aromatics and any 
creditors of the ‘oldco’ only have until April 3 to 
send details of their claims to KPMG Restructuring.

It is indeed good news that the company has been 
acquired by Endless LLP.

It has admitted Arran Aromatics has experienced 
‘growing pains’ and said it requires further invest-
ment, which it has now pledged.

So it’s business as usual at Home Farm and we hope 
Endless will be open and honest on its plans for the 
vital Arran business in the months and years ahead.
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Lift stampede 
Sir,
On Friday March 3, foot 
passengers on the 3.20pm 
sailing from Ardrossan had 
to embark via the car deck.

While vehicles were being 
loaded, the 3.04pm train ar-
rival produced the usu-
al crowd of shopping bag-
laden passengers, arrival by 
train a clear indication that 
their shopping expeditions 
had been far afi eld and not 
to the retail outlets of Ar-
drossan. 

When the passengers were 
allowed to board there was 
a stampede for the lift, not 
for reasons of impaired mo-
bility but because they did 
not want to lug their bag-
gage up two fl ights of stairs.

The Banner of the same 
date published impressions 
of a redeveloped ferry ter-
minal at Ardrossan, includ-
ing two airport-style elevat-
ed walkways giving access 
to the ferries, including 
those scheduled for Brod-
ick, the suitability of which 
has been vilifi ed even be-
fore it has been constructed.  

Are these proposed walk-
ways in the sky going to 
cause the same problems 
as described above because 
foot passengers do not wish 
to climb stairs while carry-
ing shopping?

The impressions also 

showed the ferry on the in-
ner berth had its stern to the 
linkspan. Given the, shown, 
narrow entrance to the inner 
berth and 90-degree turn 
required, how is a master 
going to perform this ma-
noeuvre to go astern to the 
linkspan in even the calm-
est weather?

Finally, my guess is the 
station platform will be the 
same distance from the ter-
minal building as it is now, 
not near the front door. 

Calling Ardrossan a mari-
time hub will not avail fer-
ries to berth, either for-
wards or backwards, in 
adverse weather.  

Yours,
P W Yates,
Catacol.

Bus refusal
Sir,
Below is an excerpt of a 
communication I received 
from MSP Kenneth Gib-
son regarding a bus service 
to and from Ardrossan har-
bour. 

He included ‘in full’ a re-
sponse from Fraser Smith, 
commercial director of 
Stagecoach, who wrote: ‘In 
order to divert the 11 ser-
vice – or any other – to call 
at Ardrossan harbour, we 
would need to add a mini-
mum of seven minutes into 
the timetable to allow for 

running time from Princes 
Street to the terminal and 
back and to allow time for 
passengers to disembark 
and to board.

‘To accommodate the 
above would require an in-
vestment in an addition-
al vehicle on the 11 service 
and this would attract not 
only capital commitment 
but ongoing additional run-
ning costs. 

‘As such there would need 
to be substantial demand 
for this to be commercial-
ly viable. 

‘It is unlikely demand 
would cover the costs 
above and so at this time 
we unfortunately are not 
able to offer any commit-
ment to provide a link as re-
quested on service 11 to the 
ferry terminal.’

I felt this would be of in-
terest, particularly as it 
appears Ardrossan is the 
port of preference of the 
authorities. 

Yours,
Rita Salmon,
Corrie.

Road closure
Sir, 
We wish to remind readers 
we have applied for a road 
closure between 4.45pm 
and 6.15pm for Arran Tri-
athlon Club’s children’s 
event on Saturday June 3. 

The event is being held to 
raise funds to help support 
the club.

The section of road in 
question will be from Arran 
Outdoor Centre to the coun-
cil offi ces along shore road.

We hope closing the road 
for one and a half hours 
doesn’t effect you too much 
in your day-to-day activ-
ities and we hope you can 
watch the event and support 
your local club. 

Arran Triathlon Club is 
one of the fastest growing 
clubs in Scotland and fi n-
ished fi fth in the Scottish 
rankings in its fi rst season. 

To obtain more training 
opportunities and push the 
children to reach their po-
tential, we need to generate 
funds for the club. We are 
very proud the club’s mot-
to is ‘free for all’ and we 
would like to keep it that 
way.

On the same day we will 
be running an adult triath-

Scottish Opera’s Opera 
Highlights tour to smaller, 
more remote venues across 
Scotland visits Brodick hall 
tonight (Saturday).

The concert promises an 
evening of fun for all the 
family, with works by op-
era’s greatest composers, 
colourful costumes and 
props, larger than life char-
acters and plenty of humour.

Perfect for both sea-
soned fans and those new 
to opera, the varied pro-
gramme features music by 
Mozart, Handel, Pucci-
ni, and Gilbert and Sulli-
van, and has been curated 
by Scottish Opera’s head of 

Time is running out for 
young people to vote for 
the Arran candidates bid-
ding to become members 
of the Scottish Youth Par-
liament (MSYP) for North 
Ayrshire before voting ends 
on Friday March 17. 

As previously reported 
in the Banner, Arran High 
pupils Leigh Boyd and 
Eilidh Macpherson are vying 
for the two Cunninghame 
North seats against two 
candidates from the main-
land. 

The winning youngsters 
will represent the area for 
two years, beginning in 

lon so if you fancy a chal-
lenge please contact the 
club. Anyone with any ques-
tions or who wishes to help 
should email Craig.
wood10@yahoo.com.

Yours,
Craig Wood, 
coach, Arran Junior 
Triathlon Club.

Shocking sight
Sir,
As a partaker of uisge bea-

tha for many years, I was 
interested in the article in 
last week’s Banner regard-
ing the building of anoth-
er distillery to produce the 
water of life – until I read 
it will overlook the Cleats 
Shore. 

Then I was shocked. 
Where am I going to do my 
scuddy bathing? 

Yours,
Donald Cowan,
Lamlash.

June. Voting can be done 
in a number of ways – ei-
ther in person across the 
area’s schools, colleges and 
youth centres, or online us-
ing the Young Scot e-voting 
system. 

Voters must have a Young-
Scot number, or obtain a 
temporary number from 
the council’s youth ser vices 
team, to be able to vote 
online. 

For more information and 
to request a temporary vot-
ing number, contact Don-
na Anderson, NAC youth 
services, at danderson@
north-ayrshire.gov.uk.

Time running out for youth vote

Brodick visit for opera show
music, Derek Clark. The 
show will also feature the 
world premiere of a short 
innovative new parody of 
Bartók’s Bluebeard’s Cas-
tle called Bluebeard’s Cake, 
created especially for the 
tour by Scottish Opera’s 
composer in residence 
Lliam Paterson.

This year’s cast is full of 
fresh new talent, including 
two Scottish Opera emerg-
ing artists, mezzo-soprano 
Emma Kerr and tenor El-
gan Llyr Thomas, and two 
recent graduates of the Na-
tional Opera Studio, sop-
rano Roisín Walsh and bar-
itone Adam Gilbert. Former 

Scottish Opera emerging 
artist repetiteur Jonathon 
Swinard returns to accom-
pany the four young singers 
on piano and current Scot-
tish Opera emerging artist 
Jim Manganello directs.

Mr Manganello said: ‘I’ve 
been blessed to haunt the 
Scottish Opera corridors 
for the past year, collabo-
rating with our extraordi-
nary team on stage and be-
hind the scenes. This year’s 
Opera Highlights is a cele-
bration of what we all love 
about opera – the outsized 
characters, the towering 
dreams, the deep despairs 
– but translated into an inti-
mate, up-close format that I 
hope is as captivating to the 
fi rst-time opera-goer as it 
is to the afi cionado. I relish 
working with these funny, 
sassy, generous singers, and 
I can’t wait for audiences 
around Scotland to fall in 
love with them as I have.’
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Arran homes and busi-
nesses are being encour-
aged to fi nd out if they 
could be faster online.

Economic development 
groups and public agen-
cies are highlighting that 
additional services are now 
available in Arran provid-
ing improved and superfast 
broadband services.

Tom Tracey, chairman of 
Arran Economic Group, 
said: ‘We have worked 
with the available broad-
band on the island for many 
years. Now with the arrival 

Friends learn 
of castle’s 
past and look 
to future 
The February meeting of 
Friends of Brodick Cas-
tle and Country Park was 
held in Brodick church hall 
where the speaker was Sue 
Mills, head education guide 
at the castle. 

Sue’s talk included infor-
mation about the various 
collections held, includ-
ing the huge art collection 
which has been recognised 
as being nationally signifi -
cant to Scotland. 

There were some very in-
teresting and unexpected 
facts about some well rec-
ognised objects proving 
there is always something 
new to learn from the items 
on display. 

There are several themed 
tours at the castle, many 
suitable for children, and 
Sue is developing an out-
door tour which will keep 
visitors interested while 
the castle is closed for ren-
ovations. The Friends also 
had a preview of the new 
Adventure Centre which is 
due to open within months 
and includes a play area for 
toddlers. 

The next Friends meeting 
is on Wednesday March 15 
at 2pm in Brodick church 
hall when Kate Sampson, 
head ranger, will talk about 
her experiences on Goat-
fell. 

The next event at the cas-
tle will be Easter Sunday, 
April 16, when the Easter 
trail, duck derby, bonnet 
competition and tombolas 
will take place.  

The covered walkway 
which will be used by pas-
sengers accessing the new 
Brodick ferry terminal has 
been delivered.

It arrived by barge last 
Thursday night and was 
unloaded on to the pier by 
crane the following day.

The structure, prefabricat-
ed by manufacturer Adelte, 
will link the new terminal 
building to what is known 
as the fi re escape building 
on the pier. The moving 
passenger access system 
(PAS) will link this build-
ing with the ferries, mean-
ing passengers will always 
be under cover once they 
enter the terminal building. 
The work by George Leslie 
Ltd remains on schedule for 
completion in early August.

Better connectivity opens 
up new opportunities

of fi bre optic cabinets in 
many of our villages, and 
with additional commercial 
services looking to fi ll the 
gaps, we have more options 
than ever before.

‘Better connectivity opens 
up opportunities. With faster 
speeds, our businesses can 
provide better wifi  for cus-
tomers, can reach new mar-
kets through websites and 
social media, and can look 
at streamlining their work-
ing processes with online 
software and data storage. 
Customers aren’t upgraded 

automatically. You have 
to order.  We’d encour-
age everyone to check fi -
bre availability on the Dig-
ital Scotland checker at 
www.hie.co.uk/fi bre. If it’s 
available, you can upgrade 
with your service provider, 
or shop around for the best 
available deal using com-
parison websites. In some 
cases, you could even pay 
less than for your existing 
broadband.’

The coverage is part of a 
Digital Scotland roll-out, 
managed in their area by 

Highlands and Islands En-
terprise (HIE). The £146m 
partner investment for the 
region is bringing fi bre op-
tic broadband services to 
many island communities 
for the fi rst time.

Stuart Robertson, direc-
tor of digital at HIE, said: 
‘More than 75 per cent of 
homes and businesses in 
towns and villages across 
the island now have access 
to fi bre optic broadband. 
Work for Arran under the 
current contract is almost 
complete. There are two 

more fi bre cabinets com-
ing – one for Kil donan and 
the other will cover more 
of Whiting Bay. They will 
re-network many of the 
customers currently con-
nected directly to the ex-
change.’

In addition, a private busi-
ness, Broadway Partners, is 
delivering broadband ser-
vice through Arran Broad-
band, offering fi xed wire-
less services to customers 
using TV White Space 
technology. Michael Armit-
age, director of Broadway 
Partners, said: ‘TV White 
Space is an amazing new 
technology, using the radio 
spectrum made available 
from the digital TV switch-
over, allowing us to deliver 
good, affordable broadband 
to even the most remote ar-
eas. Working with the Uni-
versity of Strathclyde, 
Nominet and Microsoft, Ar-
ran Broadband is the show-
case for what TVWS could 
do for communities across 
the country.’

In addition to the cabi-
net and fi xed wireless solu-
tions on the island, there is 
the option of superfast satel-
lite services. Customers not 
being reached by fi bre, and 
with a download speed be-
low 2Mbps, can apply for the 
Better Broadband scheme, 
providing a voucher towards 
installation of a wireless or 
satellite system to a maxi-
mum value of £350.The walkway will help to keep passengers under cover. 01_B10walk01

Terminal walkway arrives in Brodick

Brodick Bar
& Brasserie

Lunch from 12.30pm - 4pm
2 courses - £18  3 courses - £21

-------------------------
We will be open Monday - Saturday from Monday 3rd April from 11am

Lunches & Snacks from 12 noon - 2.30pm
Evening meals from 5.30pm - 8.45pm

Remember we also do carry - out pizza’s and fi sh & chips
Available lunchtime and evenings.

PLEASE CALL 01770302169 TO MAKE A RESERVATION OR TO ORDER YOUR TAKEAWAY

MOTHERS DAY LUNCH SUNDAY 26TH MARCH

Remember we also do carry - out pizza’s and fi sh & chips
Available lunchtime and evenings.



www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Arran Banner, Saturday 11 March, 2017  www.arranbanner.co.uk NEWS   11

When Angela Fisher’s son 
Barry, director of the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award (DofE) 
in  Scotland, asked his 
mother what she would be 
doing to support the organ-
isation’s diamond anniver-
sary, she knew she would 
have no excuse for setting 
up and completing a suita-
ble challenge. 

With the help of her 
friends who meet up every 
Tuesday, the group rapid-
ly self-styled themselves 
as the ‘Diamond Girls’ and 
set out to walk a combined 
60 miles between them, 
proposing to match their 
‘blethering with bootsteps’.

Residents across North Ayrshire are 
being encouraged to have their say on 
the council’s proposed new local housing 
strategy. 

The document, which will cover 2017 to 
2022, sets out priorities for tackling issues 
including rural housing, housing for older 
people, people living with disabilities, 
private sector housing and homelessness.  

An eight-week public consultation on 
the draft strategy got under way on 22 

February 22, giving interested members 
of the community an opportunity to have 
their say on the proposals.  

Anyone wishing to get involved can view 
the strategy and supporting documents on 
the council’s website www.north-ayrshire.
gov.uk/LHS or by calling 01294 324031. 
All feedback will be collated once the 
consultation comes to an end on April 
18 and the strategy will be updated as 
appropriate.

Some of the Diamond Girls complete their challenge in the sunshine. Left  to 
right: Lesley Reid, Sandra Hall, Cathy Steed, Heather White and Yvonne Allen.

Chance to speak up on new housing 

The Diamond Girls pose 
with their certi� cates: 
left to right, Angie 
Fisher, Yvonne Allen, 
Lesley Reid, Anita 
Hobbs, Sandra Hall and 
Heather White. 

‘Blethering with bootsteps’ sees 
Diamond Girls raise award cash

In doing so they, in their 
own inimitable fashion, 
contributed to the many 
thousands of miles being 
trekked, cycled and paddled 
by DofE supporters all over 
the world to celebrate the 
award’s 60th anniversary.

Angela said: ‘The Di-
amond Girls had a huge 
amount of fun and, through 
the incredible support of 
family, friends, locals and 
visitors, we raised £607. 

‘This money will ensure 
more young people from 
all backgrounds will have 
the chance to take part in 
the award, an experience in 
which they can fl ourish, ful-

fi l their potential and which 
will prove a game chang-
er for many. We would 
like to extend our heartfelt 
and footsore thanks to Bay 
Stores, Armitage Ground-
works, the Coffee Pot and 
to the many, many friends 
in the village and beyond 
for their encouragement 
and generosity.’

The Duke of Edinburgh 
Award is the world’s lead-
ing youth achievement 
award.  It offers young peo-
ple aged between 14 and 24 
years a huge array of activi-
ties through which they can 
push personal boundaries 
and learn new skills.
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Alec goes ballistic to win
engineering contest
‘Overall we saw some novel approaches and solutions,’ said judge Rory

Prizewinners, left to right, Daisy McNamara who �nished second, overall winner Alec Ferguson and Olivia and Ava 
McNeice who came third.

The second engineering 
competition for primary pu-
pils was held last month in 
Arran High School, Lam-
lash. 

The contest was organ-
ised and judged by retired 
engineer Rory Cowan and 
Donald McNicol who were 

pleased with the innova-
tive and novel approaches 
in overcoming engineering 
challenges. 

Energy source
The competition was to 

project three rubber bands 
under their own steam over 
a distance of 25 metres. The 

rubber bands were to be the 
energy source and the pay-
load. 

Alec Ferguson won first 
prize with his semi-ballis-
tic solution while last year’s 
winner Daisy MacNama-
ra came second with a well 
thought out ballistic solu-

Hamish Campbell prepares to demonstrate his 
contraption. 

Olivia and Ava McNeice demonstrate their catapult tricycle. 

James Hart explains why the rubber band tyres were needed to give traction. 

Alec Ferguson receives �rst prize from the judges.

Daisy McNamara was the �rst to demonstrate her device and took second 
place. 
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Alec goes ballistic to win
engineering contest
‘Overall we saw some novel approaches and solutions,’ said judge Rory

Prizewinners, left to right, Daisy McNamara who �nished second, overall winner Alec Ferguson and Olivia and Ava 
McNeice who came third.

tion. Olivia and Ava Mc-
Neice clinched third place 
with their well-decorated 
and colourful tricycle cata-
pult. 

Novel approaches
Mr Cowan said: ‘Over-

all we saw some novel ap-
proaches and solutions, 

plus some solutions which 
showed potential and could 
have been modified and 
made to work well.

‘Clearly there has been 
quite a bit of research and 
modification of solutions and 
we saw a very good standard 
of entry.

‘We were impressed by 
the care and concentration 
shown by the competitors 
and the overall understand-
ing of the task.  Ages ranged 
from five to 11 years so a 
big thank you to the primary 
schools for encouraging their 
pupils to have a go.’

Eoin and Isaac Jones impress the judges with their device.

Leah MacHale prepares her dragster entry by winding up the wheels. 

Greta Renan discusses the merits of her entry with the judges. 

Alec Ferguson explains how his missile is �tted and operated.
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When Kate Hartley of 
Lochranza tried to get in 
touch with an old friend and 
well-known Arran charac-
ter who emigrated to Aus-
tralia, she was saddened to 
hear he had passed away. 

Kate and her friends often 
reminisced about ‘Brod-
ick boy’  Roy Mullen and 
while they did not man-
age to make contact with 
him, they spoke with his 
two sons whom they never 
knew existed. 

The following tribute has 
been written by Roy’s many 
friends on Arran and in 
Australia who were of the 
view that while Roy would 
not have wanted a sad obit-
uary, his passing would be 
of interest to the many Ar-
ran people who were lucky 
enough to know and love 
Roy, who died on Sunday 
February 19.

Written by his Arran 
friends: ‘Born in the Roy-
al Maternity Hospital, Rot-
tenrow, Glasgow, in 1941, 
Roy Mullen started his ed-

There is high praise for the 
Arran Brewery in a new 
beer guide just published.

The brewery receives a fa-
vourable mention in the US 
writer Bob Tupper’s latest 
book Drinking In the Cul-
ture a guide book to the 
beers and brewers of Eu-
rope. 

Mr Tupper writes: ‘Arran 
produces good to absolute-
ly excellent beers’, going 
on to single out Arran Ale 
as a ‘particular gem’. 

Arran is featured in the 
Glasgow day trip section 
and bars such as the Ormi-
dale Hotel, Wineport and 
Brodick Bar get mentioned 
as places to visit alongside  
Arran Brewery.

The book also features 
some of Glasgow’s best- 
known watering holes, 
such as the Clockwork Beer 
Company, The Bon Ac-
cord, The Three Judges, 
The Counting House, Pot 
Still and Inn Deep. While 
bottle shops such as Valhal-
la’s Goat, The Cave, Hippo 
Beers and the Good Spirit 
Co also get a mention.

Only fi ve UK cities fea-
ture in the book – Glasgow, 
London, Manchester, Bur-
ton Upon Trent, and Shef-
fi eld – suggesting the grow-
ing importance of Glasgow 
as a brewing centre of ex-
cellence.

Mr Tupper’s book is avail-
able on Amazon and is pub-

and will stand testament 
to the breweries support 
for the National Brewing 
Centre. 

Mr Michaluk said: ‘Our 
sign and logo is the latest 
addition to the hall of sup-
porters and we are happy to 
be identifi ed with the proud 
heritage of British Brewing.  
The only thing better would 
be the opening of a Scottish 
Brewing Distilling Cen-
tre and I would be happy to 
lend my support for such a 
development.’

lished by Culture Ale Press.
Meanwhile, Arran Brew-

ery’s managing director 
Gerald Michaluk is calling 
for the establishment of a 
Scottish Brewing and Dis-
tilling Heritage Centre.

It came as the brewery 
showed its support for the 
British Brewing Industry 
by unveiling its sign with 
the Arran Brewery logo in 
the National Brewing Cen-
tre in Burton Upon Trent.

The brewery logo will join 
many other UK breweries 

Arran Brewery beers making 
the top grade says new guide

ucation in Brodick Prima-
ry School progressing to 
Lamlash Junior Secondary, 
as it was then. On leaving 
school he started a paint-
ing and decorating appren-
ticeship in the Andy Howie 
‘School of Art’ in Brodick 
with alternative educa-
tion in alcoholic beverages 
around this time in various 
colleges such as Ormidale, 
Brodick Bar and, of course, 
the HQ bar in Glasgow.

‘Finally the call of the 
ocean wave found him sail-
ing the world in the Mer-
chant Navy, with long inter-
vals of shore leave with his 
mother and his mates back 
in Arran, to continue his ed-
ucation, till the call of a life 
and family in Australia be-
came his destiny.’

Jamie and Gordon Mullen 
in Australia continue the 
tribute: ‘Dad landed in Al-
bany, a beautiful beachside 
town on the great southern 
tip of Western Australia in 
1976, where he met Bron-
wyn Gliddon. Soon after 

they met they ventured on 
the high seas together for 
a year and then married in 
1977. On Christmas Day 
1978 they welcomed their 
fi rst son Jamie and soon 
after on October 20 1980 
they welcomed their sec-
ond son Gordon. Dad had 
by this time started a paint-
ing and decorating business 
in which he became known 
as the ‘best in town’.

He still pursued his edu-
cation in alcoholic bever-
ages in such institutions as 
The London, Earl of Spen-
cer and the Stirling Club.

Dad was an amazing fa-
ther and taught the boys to 
play football and his belov-
ed game of golf – he was a 
member of the Albany Golf 
Club for 25 years. 

He formed many great 
friendships, which was 
clear to see at his memori-
al service held on the 18th 
green. Many stories and 
drinks were had to remem-
ber the great Roy Mullen, 
06.06.1941-19.02.2017.

A celebration of the life of Roy Mullen

A 40-year-old photograph of Roy Mullen with his wife Bronwyn and their two 
sons. 

Recruitment

Primary Teacher
Bun-sgoil Taobh na Pairce
Salary: £22,416 - £35,763, Hours: 35
Ref No: EDN04351

We are looking for skilled, enthusiastic class teachers to provide an excellent educational 
experience for pupils, delivered in the Gaelic Medium. You will join Edinburgh’s dedicated 
Gaelic medium primary school. Applicants must be fluent in Gaelic.
Post 1: Permanent, from August 2017.
Post 2: Fixed-term post from 18 April 2017, initially for P1.

Theid fàilte a chur air luchd-tagraidh airson dreuchd tidseir ann am Bun-sgoil Taobh 
na Pàirce, sgoil Ghàidhlig Baile Mòr Dhun Eideann, a chaidh a fosgladh ann an 2013. 
Le aireamhan sgoileir a’ fas, tha sinn a’ sireadh thidsearan sgileil, dealasach, gus 
sar-àrainneachd foghlaim a libhrigeadh do sgoilearan tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig, a’ 
tòiseachadh san Lunastal 2017. Feumaidh an luchd-tagraidh a bhith clàraichte no airidh 
air roghainn clàraidh leis an GTCS. Bidh e deatamach gum faighear ballrachd fo Sgeama 
Dion Bhuidhnean So-leònte mus gabhar an dreuchd. Bu chòir gun cuirear luchd-tagraidh 
a-steach tro làrach-lin www.myjobscotland.gov.uk

Salaries are in accordance with the Scheme of Salaries and Conditions of Service 
for Teaching Staff in School Education. This post is considered Regulated Work with 
Vulnerable Children and/or Protected Adults, under the Protection of Vulnerable Groups 
(Scotland) Act 2007. Preferred candidates will be required to join the PVG Scheme or 
undergo a PVG scheme update check prior to a formal offer of employment being made by 
the City of Edinburgh Council.

To find out more and apply go to www.myjobscotland.gov.uk 
Closing Date: 23 March 2017

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/jobs

COMMITTED TO EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES.

In association with myjobscotland
YOUR COUNCIL – YOUR FUTURE
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Scottish Calendars 2017
SALE SALE SALE SALE

£4.95
including P&P

FROM

£3.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£3.95
including P&P

FROM

£3.95
including P&P

FROM

£3.95
including P&P

FROM

Brodick Co-op shows its
support for Arran foodbank 

The Cuerdas duo who are playing in 
Brodick. 

Corrie customers pitch in 
with donation too

Co-op team manager Carol Harwood presents Rev Angus Adamson with a 
freezer and savings stamps which have been donated to the Arran Churches 
Together Foodbank.  01B05foodbank01

Brodick Co-op has donated 
a freezer and savings stamp 
to the Arran Churches To-
gether Foodbank.

It is also continuing to  
collect food items for the 
charity in a collection bas-
ket in the store. 

The savings stamps are a 
donation from the Corrie 
Club which regularly meets 
at the Co-op for tea and 
coffee. Members thought 
the donation to the food-
bank would be appreciated 
in recognition of the kind-
ness shown to them by the 
Co-op.

Rev Angus Adamson said: 
‘I would, of course, like 
to thank Liz McLean and 
Carol Harwood and their 
team at Brodick Co-op for 
their continued support of 
our work with the food-
bank, both with the dona-
tions basket in the store 
and now with the gift of a 
freezer. The foodbank con-

tinues to be run from Brod-
ick Church front porch and 
is open for people to collect 
food as-and-when required 
and for others to leave do-
nations of food at any time. 

‘The porch is checked dai-
ly to ensure a stock of es-
sential items is on hand for 
people to collect in person 
and for any excess food do-
nated to be stored for future 
use in the locked church 
transept. The social ser-
vices department also use 
the transept and can access 
food at any time for those 
who need it.

‘One on-going problem 
is we constantly run out of 
meat products. 

‘But the new freezer will 
give us the option of pro-
viding such items and 
should help overcome this 
diffi culty.

‘It is hoped the donation 
of Co-op saving stamps 
gifted by the Corrie Club 

will be used to provide ini-
tial stock for the new freez-
er, which is very much ap-
preciated. 

‘Currently we are also 
short of tinned fruit and 
vegetables, although we 
seem we have a surplus of 
pasta. 

‘We are extremely grate-
ful to everyone who has 
donated food in the past. 
The huge mountain of 
food gifted in the run-up to 
Christmas is well deplet-
ed, all food donated go-
ing to island families and 
those in need locally. Twen-
ty fi ve families received an 
additional Christmas food 
parcel. 

‘Thanks to Tracey Mutch  
we have, over and above 
our normal long-life food-
stuffs, been able to supply 
fresh eggs and hope in fu-
ture to be able to provide 
fresh island grown fruit and 
vegetables.’

Wonderful combination of cello and 
harp set for Brodick concert
The next concert by Isle of Arran Music 
Society, on Saturday March 18, is by Cu-
erdas, a duo consisting of a harpist and a 
cellist. Cello and harp is a wonderful com-
bination, not often heard but versatile in 
terms of repertoire, and the audience can 
expect a programme of soaring melodies 
over rippling harmonies. 

Sophie Askew, on the harp, has played 
with orchestras across Scotland, including 
the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra, as 
well as giving recitals at famous venues 
including Edinburgh Castle, Glamis and 
Gleneagles Hotel. Passionate about music 
education, she teaches at all levels from 
primary to degree level.

The cellist will be Lindsay Martindale, 
who has also played with the BBC Scot-
tish Symphony Orchestra as sub-principal 
as well as with Scottish Opera, the Scot-
tish Chamber Orchestra and the RSNO. 
She studied at the Royal College of Music 
where she won every major cello prize and 
a scholarship for string quartet.

As a duo, Sophie and Lindsay enjoy per-
forming and researching a wide variety of 
repertoire and their programme on March 
18 will include music by Vivaldi, Fauré, 
Debussy, Villa-Lobos and Piazzola. 

The concert starts in Brodick hall at 
7.30pm, with café style seating. Bring 
your own bottle. Tickets will be available 
on the door on the night, in advance from 
Inspirations of Arran in Brodick or online 
from www.arranevents.com. 

Children are admitted free with their ac-
companying adult.                

 John Roberts.
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United Auctions at Stirling had forward 1,752 store 
cattle, cast cows and bulls and 1,086 store and breed-
ing sheep at their latest sale. 

Leading prices were:  Cattle: LimX blks, 1220, 
(224p) Craigview. AAx blks, 790, (239p), Bellevue. 
AAx blks, 570, (189p), Tighnafreoch. B & W blks, 
505, (136p), Clauchlands. B & W blks, 465, (143p)  
Tighnafreoch. LimX hfrs, 1075, (221p), Craigview. 
SimX , 975, (231p), Bellevue. AAX, 700, (221p), 
Bellevue. Cast Cows, 795, (131p), Torrylinn. Sheep: 
Easycare hoggs, £35, Ceither Gaoithe. TexX hoggs, 
£60, Bridge. Mule hoggs, £53.50, Sheddock. BF 
hoggs, £36, Bridge. BTexX ewes, £81, Bellevue. 
Mule ewes, £62.50, Bellevue. Mule ewes, £60, Drum-
naghinier. Mule ewes, £59, Auchenhew. Chev ewe, 
£45, West Glensherriag. BF  ewe, £39, Bridge. BF 
ewe, £37.50, Drumaghinier.   

Arran High School pu-
pil Bethany Welsh is just 
back from Euroscola at the 
European Parliament in 
Strasbourg, which brought 
together 450 participants 
from 21 EU member states. 

Here she give us a fi rst 
hand account of her vis-
it and her regret that, with 
Brexit looming, she may be 
the last Arran teenager to 
enjoy the experience.
‘Euroscola is an event 
which takes place in the 
European Parliament, 
Strasbourg, 20 times a 
year, allowing young peo-
ple to participate in politi-
cal debates on a number of 
issues, mirroring the struc-
ture of ‘real life’ parlia-
mentary debates. 

‘Scotland have partici-
pated – representing the 
UK – every February for a 
number of years.  

‘I was fortunate enough 
to be selected as a partici-
pant to represent the Unit-
ed Kingdom, alongside 24 

This month’s fi lm at Cor-
rie Film Club is award win-
ning director Andrea Ar-
nold’s stunning version of 
Emily Bronte’s Wuthering 
Heights.

Kaya Scodelario as Cathy 
and James Howson as 
Heathcliff lead an impres-
sive British cast in this 
timeless story of two of the 
most memorable lovers in 
literature. 

Filmed on location in 
North Yorkshire, the mar-
vellous photography makes 
the most of the dramatic 
landscape. 

This is a raw and gritty 
version which takes Bron-
te’s classic novel to its es-
sential roots, presenting us 
with an adaptation which is 
startlingly original and un-
forgettable.

See this terrifi c fi lm in 
Corrie Hall tomorrow (Sun-
day) in Corrie and Sannox 
village hall at 8pm. 

Everyone welcome.

other pupils from across 
Scotland, at the Eurosco-
la day which took place on 
Friday February 17. 

‘In all, the trip last-
ed four days so we had 
the chance to explore the 
city of Strasbourg as well 

as improve our French 
speaking skills by con-
ducting street surveys and 
speaking to members of 
the public. 

‘On the second day we 
visited the parliament for 
the fi rst time to speak to 

Bethany with other Scots students in the European Parliament in Strasbourg. 

Bethany feeling European 
after her Strasbourg trip

Market report

Corrie 
Film Club: 
Wuthering 
Heights (UK, 
2011, Cert 15)

Caroline Stilher, a Scottish 
Labour MEP who was the 
youngest MEP when she 
was elected in 1999, aged 
25. It was very interesting 
to hear about her pathway 
into politics and her views 
on Brexit. 

‘Friday was the Eurosco-
la day. We arrived at the 
parliament at 8am. 

‘Once we made it through 
security we sat in the res-
taurant along with the oth-
er participants. The fi rst 
people we met were the 
Greeks, and it was very in-
teresting to hear fi rst-hand 
their views on the political 
situation in their country. 

‘At 10am, we were taken 
into the Hemicycle where 
two people from each 
country gave a brief intro-

duction and we were given 
the opportunity to ask vice 
president Evelyn Gebhardt 
questions. The main topics 
were the refugee crisis and 
the rise of extreme right-
wing politics in Europe.

‘After lunch we sepa-
rated into our six debate 
groups of about 60 to 70 
students. 

‘My group discussed the 
environment and renewa-
ble energies, something I 
am very passionate about. 

‘The other topics were 
security and human rights, 
migration and integration, 
the future of the EU, youth 
employment and develop-
ment aid. 

‘It was fascinating to hear 
the views of the different 
participating countries and 
each debate elected a ‘rap-
porteur’ to feedback infor-
mation to the hemicycle 
once the debate was over. 

‘Three of the ‘rappor-
teurs’ were from the Scot-
tish group, and all gave in-
credible presentations to 
the parliament. 

‘The experience of con-
necting with so many stu-
dents from all over Europe 
was incredible, and I left 
Strasbourg feeling very 
European, and sad that al-
most certainly that was the 
last time for the foreseea-
ble future that young peo-
ple from Scotland would 
be represented at Eurosco-
la. 

‘I would like to thank the 
Rotary Club for their fi -
nancial and organisational 
support which enabled me 
to participate.’

Whiting Bay 
Hall

Contact 
Eco Savvy 

700411

Whiting Bay 

Contact 
Eco Savvy 

700411

Pass it on

JUMBLE 
SALE

AND

TABLE 
TOP SALE

Teas, Coffee & Cakes
Doors open 11am

Saturday 11th March

Isle of Arran Music Society
CUERDAS

BEAUTIFUL MUSIC FOR, CELLO AND HARP
SATURDAY, 18TH MARCH, 7.30 PM

IN BRODICK HALL
(Seating in café style, BYOB)

TICKETS £10 INCL. TEA/COFFEE. 
(STUDENTS & CHILDREN PLUS ONE ACCOMPANYING ADULT FREE)

Tickets on door, or advance booking:  
Inspirations of Arran &  www.arranevents.com

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Brodick, Auchrannie Hotel  
Friday 10 to Monday 13 March

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins 
before screenings. Cash, no cards. £7.50 Adults. Concessions £5.50

Moana (PG) 113 mins   
 10/03 at 5.30pm, 11/03 at 2pm

La La Land (12A)  128 mins    
10/03 at 8.30pm, 12/03 at 5.30pm, 13/03 at 5.30pm

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (12A) 133 mins
11/03 at 5.30pm

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (12A) 134 mins
11/03 at 8.30pm

The Eagle Huntress (U) 87 mins 
12/03 at 2pm 

T2 Trainspotting (18) 117 mins 
12/03 at 8.30pm, 13/03 at 8.30pm

The Closer We Get (PG) 87 mins FREE SCREENING 
13/03 at 1.30pm Film-maker Karen Guthrie introduces her award-winning 
and humourous portrayal of loyalty, broken dreams and family survival. Set in 
Ayrshire. “Remarkable” Time Out. There is no charge for this screening. 
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Chaffinch takes number one 
spot in top 10 Arran
garden birds

The most numerous 
bird counted was the 
cha�  nch.
Photograph by Carl Reavey. 

Bird   notes
by Jim CasselsThe last weekend in Janu-

ary saw the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Bird’s 
Big Garden Bird Watch. 

Individuals, families and  
groups took part in this sur-
vey of garden birds and 
some shared their results 
with me. This year there 
was 25 sets of results sent 
to me. This was similar to 
the number received in re-
cent years. 

From the collation of these 
results, the top 10 birds this 
year, in terms of the number 
of gardens in which they 
were seen were: chaffi nch, 
robin, blue tit, blackbird, 
coal tit, great tit, dunnock, 
house sparrow, goldfi nch 
and in tenth place pheasant.  
The top nine have been the 
top nine in slightly differ-

Coal tit, the third most numerous bird counted.
Photograph by Carl Reavey. 

House sparrows were the second most numerous 
bird counted. Photograph by Carl Reavey.

The blackcap was an addition to the list this year. 
Photograph by Brian Couper.

The great spotted woodpecker was recorded in 
fewer gardens this year. Photograph by Tony Church. 

A robin was recorded in every garden. 
Photograph by Sue Archer. 

ent orders for the last three 
years. Pheasant is making 
its fi rst appearance in the 
top 10 this year, replacing 
woodpigeon from last year. 
Chaffi nch and robin were 
the only species recorded 
in every garden during the 
survey. Chaffi nch has been 
recorded in every garden 
in six out of the last seven 
years.  Robin has been re-
corded in every garden in 
two of the last three years. 

This year in the survey 33 
species were recorded in 
Arran gardens - three more 
than in each of the previous 
two years. Comparing this 
year with last year black-
cap, bullfi nch, mistle thrush 
and pied wagtail were addi-
tions and lesser redpoll was 
an omission. 

Notable changes in num-
ber of gardens in which 
species were recorded saw 
the great spotted wood-
pecker go from six last year 
to just one this year and 
song thrush went from sev-
en to four.

By far the largest total of 
birds seen was chaffi nch 
with 339. Last year’s chaf-
fi nch total was 367.  House 
sparrow was the next most 
counted species with 158, 
33 more than last year. Coal 
tit was the third most nu-
merous at 117, 21 more 
than last year. 

For a collation of the all 
the Arran data from the Big 
Garden Birdwatch for the 
last three years visit www.
arranbirding.co.uk/fi les/ar-
rangardenbird
summary_2015-2017.jpg

While this information 
is interesting, too much 
should not be read into 
these small samples. 

It is a fun survey to do but 
it only covers one weekend 
in the year. If you enjoyed 
doing it, there is a garden 
bird watch that you can 
join that encourages people 
to record their garden bird 
sightings every week of the 
year, the British Trust for 
Ornithology Garden Bird-
Watch (GBW). 

To fi nd out more about the 
BTO Garden BirdWatch 
visit the website at www.
bto.org/volunteer-surveys/
gbw

Enjoy your birding 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk.  
I look forward to hearing 
from you. For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran buy the Arran Bird At-
las 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2015 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 15 March, 1997
Forced move

John Corbett Construction, having used 
Brandon Farm as a builders’ yard for two 
years without planning permission for 
such use, applied to have it put right and 
get the appropriate permission. But when 
it came before North Ayrshire Council’s 
infrastructure and environment committee 
on Tuesday the application was refused. 
Not only was it refused but an enforce-
ment order is to be put on John Corbett 
Construction and owner Charles Fforde to 
remove all traces of such a use within six 
months. 

Nineteen people nearby objected to plan-
ning permission for such a use in Strath-
whillan Road because it is contrary to the 
Local Plan. 

The company was given six months to 
comply with the enforcement order as it 
provides employment and will need to fi nd 
an alternative site. 

Buses too dear
North Ayrshire Council (NAC) is still ac-
tively pursuing the idea of running its own 
buses on Arran. 

At present their efforts are not meet-
ing with complete success. The corporate 

Robin Irving and Gordon Boyle of Forest Enterprise put the � nishing touches to 
a new cairn at the top of Lamlash Hill which houses the indicator boards at the 
new Viewpoint car park and picnic area. B10twe02

strategy committee was told this week that 
no examples of similar problems had been 
found elsewhere. They also heard that the 
Secretary of State had been unable to meet 
them to discuss the issue and that the Of-
fi ce of Fair Trading will not refer Stage-
coach to the Monopolies Commission un-
less NAC can demonstrate Stagecoach has 
been bidding at a level which secured a 
monopoly profi t.

Nonetheless, councillors and offi cers 
are of a mind that the cost of bus servic-
es on Arran are unacceptably high. They 
are determined that when the Stagecoach 
contract ends in October they will have 
everything in place for a more economical 
service, run either by North Ayrshire or a 
commercial company at less cost.

 Magazine move
The Co-op in Brodick is to sell newspa-
pers and magazines. 

This is signifi cant on two counts. First-
ly the Co-op gave a verbal commitment to 
the planning committee it would not en-
croach on specialist areas of the small lo-
cal shops. Secondly, the newsagent is tra-
ditionally seen as the most local of shops 
with magazines and newspapers being 
theirs and theirs alone.

A rare sight in Brodick Bay last Saturday was the MV Isle of Mull which berthed 
to unload nine tractor bogies for repair by pier sta�  after the MV Caledonian 
Isles departed the pier. B10twe01

Brodick Castle has been preparing for the new season by cleaning the family 
silver. This year they have received help from the recently-formed Friends 
of Brodick Castle who joined Veronica Woodman, Nigel Price and Duncan 
Stevenson to help with the work. B10twe03

Country park head gardener Nigel Price has started work clearing 
rhododendrons before planting 750 seeds he gathered and brought back from 
his recent trip to mountain tops in China. B10twe04

An attractively 
misshapen Scots Pine 

in a Brodick garden 
was described by 
a Chinese visitor 

to the island as 
‘the welcome tree’ 

because it holds out 
its arms to embrace 

the visitor. Its shape 
is a result of its 

exposed situation 
and the e� ect of the 

wind. B10twe05 
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www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle Garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery Mon- Fri: 12.30pm - 5pm & Sat: 10am - 5pm
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 11th March
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery 9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception 9.30am - noon
Live music - Arran Ceilidh Band Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Blackwaterfoot bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Bingo Whiting Bay Golf Club, 7pm
Live music - Jonnie Scotland The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9pm
Live music - The Three’n’ Eights The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Sunday 12th March
Family games Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’ Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA meeting Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday 13th March  
Over 50s badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Arran Bridge Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau Ormidale Pavilion, 11.30am - 3pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Corrie - Breagha Holistic Beauty   5:00pm - 5:30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Shiskine Church Hall   5:15pm - 5:45pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Brodick Church Kitchen   6pm - 6.30pm
Scottish country dancing for beginners and improvers Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm

Tuesday 14th March
Pop quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
RunArran run coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga Corrie and Sannox Hall, 6pm
Pilates Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Scottish country dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lochranza Arran Distillery visitor centre   10am - 10.30am

Wednesday 15th March
Rock an pop bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service 10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
RunArran Auchrannie spa, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga  Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery and Nattery Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Quiz night The PHT, 8.30pm
Bus pass club meal The PHT, noon - 2.30pm
Chair yoga St Molios Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am - noon
Friends of Brodick Castle Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Greek food night The PHT, Lamlash, 5pm

Thursday 16th March
Morning fi tness Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash front green, 6.45am
Burger and quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Bridge  Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT  Lamlash green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery Group  Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum AGM Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Whiting Bay Thursday Club Village Hall, 2pm

Friday 17th March 
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets  Reception  
9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm -8.30pm
Open Mic & Karaoke  
The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Live Music - Folk like us Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Leisure Assistant

Receptionist

Restaurant Manager

Restaurant Floor Manager

F&B Assistants
(flexible working hours available)

Commis Chef

Chef de Partie

Painter and Decorator

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk
Benefits include family leisure club membership 

worth up to £800 and other discounts within 
the resort.

Painter and Decorator
Auchrannie resort are looking for an 

experienced Painter and Decorator to join our 
established Maintenance team. 

This role is required to complete painting and 
decorating throughout the resort as instructed 
to an extremely high standard and you should 
be fully experienced in this position to apply.

Leisure Assistant
Looking ahead to Easter and the Summer 

Season we are also recruiting for our Leisure 
Department. 

This is an all-round role encompassing both 
of our Leisure facilities as well as Playbarn 

and Arran Adventure and would ideally suit 
someone with a keen interest in Leisure and 

Recreations.

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or 
contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Isle of Arran

Community Nurse
Band 5: £22,218 - £28,746 pa 
Hours: 37.5 per week
A car owner/driver is essential
An exciting opportunity has arisen for you to join our friendly and supportive Community 
Nursing team based on the Isle of Arran. The team provides all aspects of home nursing 
care to patients with a wide range of acute and chronic medical conditions. The team is 
currently actively engaged in the wider development of integrated local services.
Nursing care in the community is provided over a wide geographical area by our nursing 
team working fl exibly throughout an extended day, including weekends and overnight “on 
call”. Local patient care services are provided by a wide range of clinicians from both 
Primary and Secondary care settings including one General Practice providing care from 
multiple sites and a local community hospital. Specialist links exist between local and 
mainland services.
You will be a fi rst level Registered Nurse, with demonstrable experience relevant to the 
community setting e.g. palliative care, wound management etc.
In support of our core purpose of Working together to achieve the healthiest life possible 
for everyone in Ayrshire and Arran we are committed to a culture that is Caring, Safe and 
Respectful. The post holder is required to work collaboratively in a safe, care and 
respectful way. Ref: N/890/16
Informal enquiries to Christine Stewart, District Nurse/Clinical Team Leader on 
01770 601045.
For an application form please contact, the Department of O&HRD, 
63a Lister Street, Crosshouse Hospital, Kilmarnock, KA2 0BE, 
Tel: 01563 825725 or email Kelly.Walker2@aapct.scot.nhs.uk 

Please quote reference number on enquiry.

All correspondence will be sent by email. We have experienced some issues 
with personal email addresses and there is no guarantee correspondence 
will be sent to your inbox. It is therefore your responsibility to check all email 
folders, including your junk folder, as we have no control over which folder the 
correspondence will be sent to.

PLEASE RESTRICT YOUR SUPPORTING STATEMENT TO NO MORE THAN 500 
WORDS, IF LIMIT IS EXCEEDED TEXT WILL BE CUT-OFF. PLEASE AVOID USING 
SYMBOLS, &/£ SIGNS, BULLET POINTS, ETC THROUGHOUT YOUR APPLICATION.

Closing date: 24 March 2017. 

Working together for the 
healthiest life possible for 
everyone in Ayrshire & Arran

To fi nd out more about NHS Ayrshire & Arran and services visit 
www.nhsaaa.net

Stagecoach Bus
We are looking for an Apprentice Engineer 
to join our Brodick depot
The Stagecoach Advanced Apprenticeship is the � rst 
step towards a career as a skilled mechanics body 
repairer and electrical engineers - fully quali� ed 
engineers earn a competitive salary and enjoy 
excellent bene� ts.  
You will be placed on a progressive programme of on-
the-job training designed to give you skills directly 
applicable in the workplace.  This will be supported 
by attendance at a specialist training college to gain 
a formal quali� cation.  
Whats in it for you?
* Full pay whilst training
* Paid Holiday
* Travel concessions for you and your partner
* The chance to start on the path to becoming a 

quali� ed engineer
Candidate must have Standard Grades at grade 1-3 
(English Maths and one Science subject)

Please call the Brodick Depot 01770 302000 
for an application form.

Classifi ed
UNDER £50

Retro Style Bush TR82 Ra-
dio, Cream and Navy Blue, 
FM/MW/LW fully porta-
ble, mains or battery oper-
ated. (Battery not included)
The radio measures, 33cm 
W x 27cm H x 10cm D and 
comes complete with a car-
rying handle, chrome fold-
ing telescopic ariel and 
mains lead. The radio is 
in good and fully working 
condition with a few minor 
cosmetic marks. Available 
for £15.00.Call 700405
Black leather recliner chair, 
excellent condition, £30. 
Tel: 01770 820368

OVER £50
A pair of the ever popu-
lar Ikea Poang Armchairs, 
complete with match-
ing footstools. Finished in 
Light Oak and Dark Brown 
leather, both sets are in as 
new condition. A matching 
set of armchair and stool 
brand new from Ikea is cur-
rently £240.00 (£480.00 
for the two sets) These are 
available for £150.00 per 
set, £300.00 for the pair. To 

view, please call 700405.
Citroen Berlingo 2001 
46,000 miles only, diesel, 3 
new tyres, spares or repair, 
offers. Call 820247
Hand-made green tartan 
couch, as new 72in x 39in, 
£200. M7S twin pine beds, 
one folds under the other. 
Mattresses available, £80. 
Tel 01770 820368
Ladies Scarpa,Cyrus GTX 
Hiking shoes (UK Size 5)
Colour as described by 
Scarpa is Marron, which is 
a mid brown.
The shoes are boxed and 
in as new condition, hav-
ing only been worn a cou-
ple of times,The shoes cost 
£125.00 and are availa-
ble for £70.00 Call Jane on 
700405.

FREE TO UPLIFT
Static Caravan Free to up-
lift by crane from garden 
site in Whiting Bay Call 
07763166959 to arrange 
view and uplift
3 Bedroom caravan 34ft x 
10ft can be viewed at Mid-
dletons Caravan park, Lam-
lash

WANTED!
Local Delivery Driver for full time 

position and immediate start. 
Full clean drivers Licence required, 

7.5 ton licence preferred
Applications please in writing to 

Arran Haulage Services Ltd, Home Farm, 
Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8DD

CO-OP
Lamlash & Invercloy

Various customer team member 
position available 

Plus 2x20hrs team leader 
positions; supervisory experience 

preferred, full training given.
Enquire in store
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Property

Public Notices
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk  
by 31.03.17. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

17/00209/PP; Site To South West Of Pointhouse, Kings Cross, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; 
Erection of 8 semi detached holiday letting cottages.
17/00148/PP; Kilmichael Country House Hotel, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, KA27 8BY; 
Change of use to residential, buildings to be changed include hotel, self catering 
apartments and removal of condition 7 to allow Cottages 1, 3 and 4 to be permanent 
dwelling houses.
17/00196/PP; Plot 8 Plot 9 and Plot 10, Torbeg Country Chalets, Shiskine, Brodick; 
Re-siting of Lodges 8, 9 and 10 and the re-alignment of the western boundary of  
the site.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Trade Classifi eds Drive Times

Tel: 01770 700636 (Arran)

2007 FORD RANGER THUNDER PICK-UP
Full leather interior, extra 
3 clocks on dash, 5 alloy 
wheels, 5 good tyres, Air 
conditioning, 6 cd Player/ 
Radio , recently had New 
cam belt kit, n/s driveshaft, 
clutch and � y wheel, 
M O T June 2017.

£5000 ono

Tel: 01770 870310 (Arran)

2006 SHOGUN SPORT 3.0 
V6 AUTO WARRIOR

MOT June, 
132800mls, 
good condition.

£2500

SELF STORAGE

Kenneth Gibson MSP

15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk
Facebook: kenneth.gibsonmsp   website: www.kennethgibson.org

Kenneth Gibson MSP will hold advice surgeries 
on the following date:

No 
appointment 
necessary

To contact Kenneth outside these times, please do so at: 01294 833 687

Monday 13 March
Corrie & Sannox Village Hall 11.15 - 12.15
Shiskine Village Hall 13.00 - 14.00
Lamlash Fire Station 15.00 - 16.00

Monday 10 April
Whiting Bay Village Hall 11.30 - 12.30 
KIldonan Village Hall 13.00 - 14.00     
Brodick Health Centre 15.00 - 16.00

WANTED
Accommodation required 

short term lease for mature 
couple, non smokers

Tel: 601217

STUNNING BUILDING PLOT 
FOR SALE ON ARRAN

5-mins from Brodick. 
Overlooking the sea.

Approx 1/3rd acre site.
Planning approval granted for 

2-bed house. 
Please Contact 07710162559

Building Plot For Sale
Off ers Over £180,000

Clauchlands, Lamlash, Arran
Permission has been granted for the erecti on of a four 

bedroom detached villa with an elevated and outstanding 
outlook towards the Holy Isle.

For Further Informati on contact McEwan Fraser Legal
01292 430555   www.mcewanfraserlegal.co.uk

Jamie Greene
Regional MSP for West Scotland 

E: Jamie.greene.msp@parliament.scot 
M: Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP 
T: 0131 348 6137  Tw: @jamiegreeneuk  F: fb.com/jamiegreeneconservative

If you are unable to make these Surgeries, my contact details are;

Is holding MSP surgeries at:

Whiting Bay Village Hall from 10 am
Brodick Public Hall from 11 am
on Saturday 11th March 2017

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM

A.G.M.
Thursday 16th March at 2pm 

in Brodick Church Hall.
ALL WELCOME TO HEAR ABOUT 

YOUR MUSEUM’S PAST YEAR 
AND OUR FUTURE PLANS.

Guest Speaker – Ian McChlery on Chocolate

Machrie Bay Golf Club
AGM

Thursday 23rd March at 
7.30pm in the hall.

All members welcome
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CHURCH NOTICES

Stewart raises 
£1,600 in 
marathon golf 
challenge
An Arran golfer who un-
dertook a charity marathon 
golf challenge has com-
pleted it in a time of seven 
hours and 38 minutes. 

While playing the 180 
holes, 778 shots and 15 
rounds, Stewart Gray com-
pleted a 31.05-mile mar-
athon at Shiskine Golf 
Course two weeks ago. 
The challenge started at 
fi rst light and was played 
entirely with one club – a 
seven iron. Stewart said: 
‘Thank you to everyone 
who has donated so far and 
to all those who came along 
to support. Big thanks to 

Arran Bridge 
Club results
Latest results from Ar-
ran Bridge Club are: 
Aggregate competi-
tion at Brodick on Thurs-
day March 2. N/S
1 Tricia Martin and Doug-
las Hamilton, 2 Pat Adam-
son and Brenda Livingstone
3 Maureen Cumming and 
Jennifer McArthur. E/W 
1 Janie Maclure and Anne 
McKelvie, 2 Jessmay Pea-
cock and Margaret MacGill, 
3 Ellie and Mel Jones.
Aggregate competition at 
Lamlash on Monday March 
6. N/S 1 Doug Chase and 
Jennifer Wales, 2 Fio-
na Henderson and Mau-
reen Cumming, 3 Alison 
Bilsland and Elaine Dun-
can. E/W 1 Tricia Mar-
tin and David Campbell, 
2 Anne McKelvie and 
Janie  Maclure, 3 Marga-
ret MacGill and Elizabeth 
McKellar.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday March 1, 
Wednesday Cup, the un-
stoppable Charles O’Neill 
won again with 74-15=59, 
runner-up was Bert Mc-
Gunnigle. There were no 
magic twos.

Sunday March 5, Sta-
bleford sweep, 10 played. 
Lindsay Keir 17, 39pts, 
Russell Duncan 13, 37pts, 
Bert McGunnigle 13, 35pts.
Fixture: Sunday March 12, 
Brandon qualifi er, 9am and 
noon.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Congratulations to Lam-
lash GC on a convincing 
victory over Shiskine GC 
on Sunday March 5 to give 
them their third AGA win-
ter league title on the trot. 
Well played to all who took 
part over the winter sea-
son. Nice to see the weather 
gods smile on us for the fi -
nal round and, as three-time 
winners, Lamlash are now 
wholly responsible for the 
weather we get next year.
Fixture: Sunday March 
12, winter cup fi nal round. 
Usual draw at 10am.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday February 28, win-
ter cup. 1 B Sherwood 
75-12=63, 2 C Laing 80-
15=65, 3 P Betley 75-9=66.

Saturday March 4, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup, CSS 
65 R/O. 1 B Sherwood 
33pts, 2 J Pennycott 30pts, 
3 M Hesp 26pts BIH.

Fixture: Tuesday March 
14, winter cup, noon.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday March 2, yellow 
medal, CSS 60, par 61. 1 
Alan Winship 75-15=60, 
2 Alan Smith 74-11=63, 3 
Andy Smith 78-15=63. No 
magic twos.  

Sunday March 5, winter 
league: Lamlash v Shiskine 
at Whiting Bay. Lamlash 
won 3.5 to 0.5. Congratula-
tions to the overall winner of 
the winter league, Lamlash, 
who won by just one point 
over runner-up Brodick.  

Fixtures: Sunday March 
12, Glenburn Cup, 9.30am 
and 12.30pm. Thursday 
March 16, Yellow Medal, 
11am.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday March 4, sweep, 

The winning team from Lamlash who took the winter league/Duncan Trophy at 
Whiting Bay last week. 

Lamlash have retained the 
Duncan Trophy by winning 
the winter league for the 
third year in a row.

The fi nal-round matches 
took place on Sunday 
March 5 over Whiting Bay 
golf course on a lovely dry 
day and with the course in 
great condition. Thanks to 
Stewart and staff and also to 
John  in the clubhouse for 
the soup and sandwiches.

Whiting Bay played 

Lamlash retain Duncan Trophy by a point
Arran Golfers’ 
Association
Machrie in game one with 
home club winning con-
vincingly 3-1. The other 
two matches would confi rm 
the league winners as only 
two teams had a chance of 
winning the trophy, Lam-
lash and Brodick.

Brodick needed a big win 
to have any hope and set 
about defeating a depleted 
Corrie by four games to nil. 

Brodick were hoping for a 
slip up by reigning cham-
pions Lamlash to win by a 
point but the Lamlash boys 
held their nerve with a great 
victory by 3.5 games to 0.5 
to win the league by a point 
over Brodick.

Another great win for 
Lamlash and three league 
wins on the bounce. With 
that, the season is complete, 
bar the annual meeting at 
Lamlash next month.   

CSS 61. 1 G Andrews 69-
10=59, 2nd E McKinnon 
60-scr=60. Magic twos G 
Andrew, E McKinnon and 
A Napier. Fabulous scor-
ing by Graeme and Ewan 
including a second nine of 
three under par 28 by Euan!

Fixtures: Saturday March 
11, winter cup (Stableford), 
ballots at 9am and 12.30pm. 
This is the inal round of this 
competition with Donald 
Logan defending a narrow 
lead.

Stewart completes his 
charity challenge. 

my support team, includ-
ing Hamish Bannatyne for 
posting while I was out get-
ting miles under the belt.’

Stewart’s challenge which 
has so far raised more than 
£1,600 in aid of Children 
1st, is part of a wider effort 
by EY, formerly Ernst and 
Young, who Stewart works 
for in Glasgow and who 
have set themselves a target 
of £5,000 for the charity. 

Anyone wishing to donate 
can do so at https://dragons-
glen.everydayhero.com/uk/
ey-glasgow.

Banner 
newsdesk
01770 

302142

CHURCH TEMPLATE
SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 
(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) St 

Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday, 12th March: 11.00 

am. Holy Communion. Revd 
Canon Simon Mackenzie, 
Ptiest-in-Charge. Coffee 

after service.
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Parishes of North Arran
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,

Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working 

together
Minister: Rev Angus 

Adamson, Parish assistant:
 Mrs Jean hunter:

Worship will be conducted 
in the above churches at the 
following times to which all 

are invited. 
Sunday 12th March

Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches, 10.15am Morning 

Worship in Lochranza 
Church

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship followed 
by Stated Annual Meeting. 

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship followed 
by Stated Annual Meeting.
There will also be a Service 

of Worship in Montrose 
House at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND 
KILDONAN CHURCH 

OF SCOTLAND 
(Charity Number: 

SC014005) Sunday 12th 
March 2017 Worship will be 
conducted by the minister, 
Rev Elizabeth Watson, at 
10.30am. Tea and coffee 

will be served in the transept 
after the service. All most 

welcome.

Church of Scotland
Kilmory linked
 with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”
Sunday 12th March
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash11.30 am

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday 12th March 
Sunday Mass 11am

Arran Free Church of 
Scotland (continuing)
Sunday 12th March 

Morning service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick.

Evening service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All Welcome
ARRAN BAPTIST 

CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince 

Jennings
Sunday 12th March

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after the 
service

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home fellowship group for 

bible study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church 
on road between 

Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie) Brodick 6pm 

BACK IN THE CHURCH
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY 
OF FRIENDS, QUAKERS
Quakers meet every Sunday 
at 11am. For meeting venue 

ring – 830622, 820223
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Loch Lomond 2s 0 
Arran Ladies 3 

Arran Ladies hockey team 
travelled to Helensburgh 
last Saturday for a game 
against Loch Lomond 2s 
that ended in a victory for 
Arran and a testament to 
their superior defending 
skills. 

Arran kept most of the 
possession in the fi rst half 
but Loch Lomond played 
with a very strong sweeper 
and defensive wall, block-
ing  multiple shots on their 
goal. 

Arran’s midfi elders kept 
the Loch Lomond players 
on their toes and didn’t let 
them get many breaks in 
play, swiftly thwarting any 
forward runs from the op-
position and passing the 
ball up the pitch to the Ar-
ran forwards. 

The visitors’ determina-
tion was fi nally rewarded 
with a goal from Lorraine 
Hewie minutes before the 
half-time whistle.  

Returning to the pitch af-
ter half time, the girls re-
sumed pressure on Loch 
Lomond with great play 

MEMBERS of Arran Riding 
Club enjoyed a fantastic week-
end at the Wee County Vaulters 
Club, home of world champion 
equestrian vaulting family John, 
Joanne and Hannah Eccles. 

Following warm-ups each day, 
everyone practised on suspended 
barrels and then tried their new 
skills on the horses. 

Four horses took it in turns to 
carry them on the lunge, either in 

walk or canter, and by day two 
they had all managed to perform 
the fi rst four compulsory exercis-
es and freestyle moves. 

Vaulting, which is often de-
scribed as gymnastics and dance 

on horseback, is believed to be 
more than 2,000 years old and is 
one of ten equestrian disciplines 
recognised by the International 
Federation for Equestrian Sports 
practised throughout the world.

Wee Country Vaulters is run by 
volunteers and is based at Bal-
hearty Farm, three miles from 
Dollar, where it offers vaulting 
for novice, intermediate and ad-
vanced riders.

Daisy McNamara practising on the 
barrel, supported by Kerri, 14. 

Arran Riding Club members joined John, Joanne and Hannah Eccles to learn 
the art of vaulting.

Rachel Kennedy practises her new 
skills on one of the horses.

Arran riders vault their way to success

coming from midfi elders 
Abbie McKelvie, Jenny 
Stark and Susie Murchie. 

Arran’s defence, lead by 
Faith McKelvie, proved 
to be a brick wall that the 
Loch Lomond strikers 
just couldn’t get through, 
with the fi nal defence be-
ing goalkeeper Ali Holling-
worth. 

Any attempts for Loch Lo-
mond to score were swiftly 
dealt with and cleared. 

With an overall great team 
effort, calling, passing and 
speedy breaks, Lorraine 
was given the opportunity 
to add two more goals onto 
Arran’s score giving Arran 
a winning score line of 3-0.

Jenny Stark was nominat-
ed man of the match by the 
opposition and Abbie McK-
elvie was voted dame of the 
game by her team-mates. 

This keeps the Arran La-
dies at the top of their di-
vision with their next game 
at home against Uddingston 
2s today (Saturday) with a 
2.30pm pass back time at 
Ormidale astroturf. 

All support is greatly ap-
preciated.

Right: Jenny Stark marks 
her opposition number 
with play that earned 
her man of the match. 
B10hockey03

Above: Dame of the 
game Abbie McKelvie 
� ghts an opposition 
player for possession of 
the ball. B10hockey02

Arran Ladies 
take high road 
to victory
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Sport

A group of Arran parents 
are in the early stages of 
trying to establish an S1/S2 
boys’ football club to play 
in a league on the mainland.  

The group is looking to 
gauge interest and the avail-
ability of coaches and as a in-
itial step they invited Craig 
Hamilton, a football devel-
opment offi cer for the SFA, 
to the island last week.

Craig was excited about 
the prospect of a new foot-
ball team being set up and 
ran through the minimum 
requirements that a newly 
established club would need 
to meet to be accepted into 
the league. Parents were in-
vited and, with a good turn-
out, there was a great deal 
of interest shown by them 
and the boys. 

The league runs from Au-
gust until May and it is 
likely there will be around 
10 teams in the league, 
meaning the boys would 
have to travel to nine away 
matches and host nine home 
matches at Ormidale Park.  

Acceptance into the league 
is not guaranteed, however, 
as the existing clubs may 
vote that travelling to Arran 

Nearly 50 riders will by 
taking part in a new cycling 
challenge on Arran later 
this month to raise money 
for the charity arm of a top 
Scottish football club.

The Rangers Charity 
Foundation raises funds to 
support causes which sup-
port and make a signifi cant 
impact on the community, 
including the Glasgow 
Children’s Hospital, the 

Parents seek coach in bid 
to form new football club

The group of young S1/S2 footballers who hope to form a new club. 

is too much of a hassle and 
reject the application. 

The parents of the S1/S2 
boys hope this is not the 
case and have continued in 
trying to establish if there is 
anyone living on the island 
with an interest in being in-
volved in football coaching 
and prepared to take on the 
role of head or even assis-
tant coach.  

Most of the key require-
ments can be met by a pool 
of parents, but the role of 
head coach is vital and 
without this the club cannot 
be established. 

Matches on the main-
land are played around Ayr-
shire on a Saturday morn-
ing, normally at 10.30am so 
travel on the 8.20am ferry 
would be required.  

To be the coach, you do 
not have to be a parent of 
a participating boy but you 
must be over 16 years old. 
However, other than that 
stipulation, anyone of any 
age could take on the role. 
If anyone would like more 
information about helping 
to establish the club, please 
email: gwen.mcnicol@
tinternet.com.

‘Bomber’ Brown to lead riders in cycle challenge
Beatson Cancer Charity and 
Unicef. Three local sup-
porters will be taking part 
in the challenge of the 55-
mile loop around the island, 
which takes place on Sat-
urday March 25. The event 
will be led by former Rang-
ers defender John ‘Bomber’ 
Brown. 

Local volunteers will 
also help the foundation to 
provide support vehicles, 

snack and water stops, and 
lunch for the riders.

A foundation spokes-
woman said: ‘We would 
ask that all participants 
raise an additional £100 or 
more in sponsorship. Funds 
raised will help the foun-
dation make a real differ-
ence on behalf of the Rang-
ers family. Whether we’re 
supporting our charity part-
ners or our own community 

programmes, every penny 
raised will go a long way.’

Every cyclist taking part 
and who raises over £100 
for the foundation will 
be invited along to an ex-
clusive reception at Ibrox 
where they will be pre-
sented with a medal by a 
fi rst-team player. Further 
information and registra-
tion details can be found at 
www.rangerscharity.org.uk.  

Development offi cer on 
island to discuss plans


