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All new Ardrossan Residents hit 
by council
tax rise
Householders on Arran face 
a three per cent rise in their 
council tax.

Councillors on North Ayr-
shire Council took the deci-
sion on Wednesday to end 
the nine-year national coun-
cil tax freeze as they set 
their budget for the coming 
year.

Despite having to fi nd sav-
ings of around £9.3million, 
the Labour led council has 
developed a £326m revenue 
budget which gives particu-
lar emphasis to two of the 
council’s highest priorities – 
the Health and Social Care 
Partnership (HSCP), which 
is to get an extra £5.5m, and 
North Ayrshire’s young peo-
ple.

The three per cent coun-
cil tax rise will result in 
£1.8m of additional resourc-
es to the council, which will 
be supplemented by a fur-
ther £1.9m of additional in-
come from the recent Scot-
land-wide legislative change 
to Bands E to H.

While the additional in-
come from council tax and 
recently-announced ad-
ditional funding from the 
Scottish Government of 
£3.484m will partially offset 
the £9.2m reduction in core 
grant, further savings of al-
most £3m will be required 
to deliver a balanced budget. 

The council will also con-
tinue building for the fu-
ture through its extensive 
£215m capital investment 
programme, which includes 
planned investment in new 
schools, economic growth 
and the environment.

All the winners at the 2017 one act drama festival with their trophies 
following the presentation of prizes in the community theatre last Saturday 
night. A full four pages of coverage starts on page 11.

‘The wider regeneration will 
also see improvements in 
public amenities and links
to the town centre’

The proposed new Maritime Hub showing the passenger access system to the 
left. 

The fi rst images of how Ar-
drossan harbour could look 
after its £15 million makeo-
ver have been unveiled to-
day (Friday).

The artist’s impressions 
are of the new integrated 
ferry, road and rail terminal 
by 2018, if Peel Ports gets 
the go-ahead from transport 
minister Humza Yousaf to 
continue to operate the Ar-
drossan to Brodick route, 
currently being challenged 
by Troon. That decision is 
expected within days.

In addition to the pro-
posed new state-of-the-art 

Maritime Hub building, 
harbour owners Peel Ports 
and North Ayrshire Council 
propose to provide a new 
linkspan for vehicles to 
board the ferry, a new pas-
senger access system and 
improved car parking facil-
ities.

Inner harbour
The images also show a 

second inner harbour berth 
being used for the planned 
two-ferry year-round sail-
ings when the new £48.5 
million hybrid vessel starts 
operating on the route, 
along with the MV Cale-
donian Isles, in two years 
time.

Commenting on the imag-
es, council leader Joe Cull-

inane said: ‘Seeing the vi-
sion of an Ardrossan of the 
future, brought to life in full 

colour like this, is really ex-
citing.

‘The redevelopment of 
the old passenger terminal 
into the vibrant welcom-
ing space of the new Mar-
itime Hub will not only be 
a welcoming environment 
for travellers, it will offer 
local businesses the space 
to showcase their prod-
ucts and will also act as a 
meeting place for the whole 
community of Ardrossan.

‘What’s even better is that 
this development would 
also be the catalyst for a 
much bigger regeneration 
of the town, with a further 
£100 million of investment 
planned for the wider area 

to deliver additional marina 
expansion, a new hotel and 
housing development.

‘The wider regenera-
tion will also see improve-
ments in public amenities 
and links to the town cen-
tre, opening it up to visi-
tors to the town. This will 
build on the massive pride 
Ardrossan folk have shown 
in their town through their 
passionate support for the 
Keep It A to B – Save Our 
Ferry campaign over the 
past fi ve months.’

Doug Coleman, Peel 
Ports’ project director for 
Ardrossan Harbour, said: 
‘We are hopeful that the 

Continued on page 2

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Continued from page 1
Transport Minister, having 
taken careful consideration 
of all the hard facts and ev-
idence that have been sub-
mitted to him, will fi nd in 
favour of Ardrossan.

‘As well as offering the 
shortest, fastest, cheapest 
route for Arran residents, a 
new Maritime Hub in Ar-
drossan will provide unri-
valled levels of comfort for 
travellers as well as excel-
lent onward travel options 
from a railway station right 
at the terminal’s front door.

New look for Ardrossan

Transport minister handed 
6,970 petition signatures
Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gib-
son met with transport min-
ister Humza Yousaf at the 
Scottish Parliament last 
week and presented a total 
of 6,970 petition signatures 
collected by local SNP ac-
tivists in support of keeping 
the ferry at Ardrossan. 

Of these, 4,715 were col-
lected on the doorsteps, 
in the streets and outside 
stores such as Asda in Ar-

MSP Kenneth Gibson hands over almost 7,000 petition signatures to transport 
minister Humza Yousaf at the Scottish Parliament. 

drossan. The remaining 
2,555 came in via an on-
line petition set up by T T 
J Lambie of Brodick. An 
additional 1,300 signatures 
were collected in Arran and 
handed in to Mr Yousaf last 
Friday by Ellen McMaster 
whilst he was visiting the 
island, as reported in last 
week’s Banner.

Mr Gibson said: ‘I was 
delighted to hand the Min-

ister such a large petition, 
showing the strength of 
feeling in favour of retain-
ing the ferry that serves Ar-
ran from Ardrossan.

‘With the multi-million 
package of investment that 
will form the core of the Ar-
drossan bid now in place, I 
am confi dent that Ardros-
san will remain the port of 
choice for Brodick and Ar-
ran.’

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

An artist’s impression shows passengers disembark 
at Ardrossan harbour railway station near the front 
door of the Maritime Hub. 

An aerial view of the Maritime Hub, with the new 
passenger access system leading directly to the 
ferries.

‘These powerful images 
demonstrate just how im-

pressive those facilities will 
be.’
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Associated British Ports 
guaranteed an improve-
ment in the number of fer-
ry cancellations at one of 
their two drop-in meetings 
on Arran this week. 

The two meetings, one 
held in Brodick Hall on 
Monday, and the other at 
Shiskine Golf Club the fol-
lowing day, saw fi ve mem-

Don’t let politics 
decide route,
say British Ports

A member of the public watches an audio visual 
presentation on ABP’s proposal and what it can 
o� er the travelling public. 01_B09ABP02

Port manager Stuart Cresswell, centre, and deputy harbour master Captain 
John Munro show visitors how the new ferry compares to the Caledonian Isles.
 01_B09ABP01

bers of ABP available to 
answer any questions and 
provide information to an-
yone wishing to fi nd out 
more about their bid to 
transfer the Arran ferry ser-
vice to the Port of Troon. 

Audio-visual
The events saw a steady 

fl ow of supporters and cu-
rious members of the pub-

lic putting their questions 
to port manager Stuart Cre-
swell and Captain John 
Munro, who, together with 
the assistance of  various 
maps and an audio-visual 
presentations, worked at 
dispelling some of the ‘in-
accuracies that have been 
disseminated according to 
project fear’.

Mr Cresswell said: ‘A 
large concern that visitors 
had is how politicised the 
whole thing has become.

‘Don’t let politics decide, 
let the technical details de-
cide and listen to the con-
sultants who will short-
ly provide an independent 
study by the University of 
Glasgow, requested by the 
Scottish Government, who 
are undertaking full ves-
sel simulator trials of both 
competing ports.

‘ABP can offer a 75 per 
cent improvement on fer-
ry cancellations and we be-
lieve that we can offer a 
genuine win/win solution 
for ferry users, CalMac and 
the Scottish Government.’



like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
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Evacuation after 
Brodick flooding 

Eco Savvy 
jumble sale
Eco Savvy is backing 
Scotland’s annual re-use 
week, which is the most 
fun, social and fl exible en-
vironmental week in the 
calendar. 

Pass it on Week runs 
from March 11 to 19 and is 
a fantastic opportunity to 
see that although you have 
fi nished with something, 
it can be still have a useful 
life with someone else. 

Now Eco Savvy invites 
you to ‘pass it on’ at home 
to friends or family, at 
school, in your workplace 
or donate to Eco Savvy or 
ArCaS

In support of the week, 
Eco Savvy is holding a 
jumble sale, reviving an 
age-old traditional event 
which has almost died out 
with the growth of chari-
ty shops. If you have un-
wanted household items, 
fabric or clothing too good 
for the rag bag, bring them 
along to Whiting Bay Hall 
on Saturday March 11 by 
10am or drop them into 
Eco Savvy. Sorry no furni-
ture at this event.

A table top sale will be 
supporting the jumble sale 
for anyone looking to re-
home lots of things. Tables 
are limited so please phone 
700411 to book a £5 table.

Planning 
success
North Ayrshire Council’s 
planning team is provid-
ing a top-quality service 
for people and businesses 
across the region.

That was the verdict de-
livered by the Scottish 
Government following an 
appraisal of the team’s per-
formance over the last year.

The average time for lo-
cal and household applica-
tions to be determined in 
North Ayrshire is around 
5.8 weeks – less than half 
the national average of 
12.3 weeks.

For major applications, 
the average decision time is 
24.3 weeks, which is again 
much quicker than national 
average of 38.8 weeks.

iCentre closed 
for repairs
Brodick information cen-
tre has been closed for es-
sential roof repairs.

Now known as the iCen-
tre, the offi ce will be 
closed for the next three to 
four weeks while work is 
carried out. 

Visitor services have 
been transferred across 
the road to the ferry ter-
minal’s waiting area, al-
though sales facilities are 
not available.

A VisitScotland spokes-
woman said: ‘We have 
had to close our iCen-
tre at Brodick Pier to car-
ry out essential repairs to 
the building. The work – 
which is expected to be 
completed in a matter of 
weeks – will involve the 
replacement of felt on the 
fl at roof and the removal 
of leaking skylights, plus 
some additional improve-
ments to the property’s 
exterior and interior.’

VisitArran are still oper-
ating from their offi ce in 
the building.

A Brodick pensioner had 
to be evacuated from his 
fl ooded house in Douglas 
Place last Thursday by fi re-
fi ghters attended to a local-
ised fl ooding incident. 

William Innes, who lives 
in one of the row of 20 
sandstone houses which 
were originally built around 
1850, was taken by his rel-
atives to nearby Montrose 
House after four inches of 
water fl owed through his 
living room and through his 
house.  

Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service who attended, dealt 
with the source of the prob-
lem, a small four inch drain-
age pipe which was over-
whelmed by the volume of 
rainwater during Storm Do-

The water being pumped out dwarfs a � re� ghter. 
01_B09douglas03

Fire� ghters pump out a drain that was backed up with water. 01_B09douglas01

ris, which brought rain and 
snow across the island. 

Pumping out a fl ood-
ed gully connected to the 
drainage pipe they avert-
ed further disaster to the re-
mainder of the residents by 
displacing hundreds of gal-
lons of fl ood water.

A fi re service spokesman 
said: ‘The Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service was alert-
ed at 10.51am on Thurs-
day February 23 to reports 
of fl ooding affecting a res-
idential property at Doug-
las Place.

An appliance was imme-
diately mobilised and fi re-
fi ghters pumped water clear 
of the building entrance. 
The crew left at 11.43am 
after ensuring the area was 
made safe.’

Last year three houses fur-
ther down the row of sem-
idetached houses also sus-
tained serious water damage 

after the drainage channel 
toward the rear of the prop-
erties could not cope with a 
particularly heavy deluge. 

The Sandwich Station
Lochranza 

Will be re-opening 
on Monday

6th March at 9am!
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Scottish Calendars 2017
SALE SALE SALE SALE

£4.95
including P&P

FROM

£3.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£3.95
including P&P

FROM

£3.95
including P&P

FROM

£3.95
including P&P

FROM

Historical 
field trip 
The Arran Historical Soci-
ety will be making a fi eld 
trip to Kilpatrick on Satur-
day March 11 with Angela 
Cassells and Ian Marshall, 
leaving at 10.30am.

Members should bring 
their own packed lunch and 
meet in the car park at Kil-
patrick. They should also 
wear suitable stout foot-
wear and bring poles to suit 
the rough path. Further in-
formation from Angela on 
860316 or the secretary on 
303577.

* See historical society 
report on page 16

It’s a stitch up – Legend 
gets a knitted Oscar

Chief praises local police 
and volunteers during visit

Police Chief Superintendent Paul Main, in black, met with local o�  cers and 
representatives of the community council, RNLI and HM Coastguard during his 
visit to Arran. 01_B09police01 

The new Ayrshire police 
chief visited Arran on Mon-
day on a familiarisation vis-
it to meet his staff, partners 
and members of the volun-
teer emergency services.

Offering praise for the 
many local volunteer or-
ganisations, he also sought 
to understand the issues 
faced by the organisation 
with regards to policing on 
Arran.

Looking at issues such 
as operational demands, 
staffi ng, particularly dur-
ing times of peak demand 
and summer secondments, 
Chief  Superintendent Paul 
Main said:   ‘Policing on Ar-
ran is bespoke and it works 
well. It is recognisable, vis-
ible and works closely with 
partners in the area. It is a 
model of the type of suc-
cessful policing I would 
like to see across Ayrshire.’

Appreciation
The new Ayrshire local 

police commander met with 
representatives from the 
community council, HM 
Coastguard and the RNLI 
along with local police of-
fi cers and he expressed an 
appreciation of the valua-
ble work that the volunteer 
organisations undertake 

in partnership with Police 
Scotland. The visit coincid-
ed with the launch of pub-
lic consultation across Scot-
land on a new long-term 
strategy to deliver policing 
throughout the country. 

Chief Supt Main said: ‘I 
am very proud of the ser-
vice that offi cers, staff, spe-
cial constables and youth 
volunteers provide in Ayr-
shire and the strong partner-
ships we are part of.

‘Since I fi rst walked a beat 
in Ayrshire as a new re-
cruit things have changed. 
Hate crimes and domes-
tic abuse were not priori-
ties when I joined the job 
in the way they are now. As 
I look back over more than 
20 years and see change in 
what the public expect from 
us it is inevitable the pub-
lic will expect more change 
in the next fi ve, 10 and 20 
years.

‘The volume of contact 
we have from the public has 
changed as has the reasons 
they contact us. We should 
not be afraid to change too.

‘We must ensure we are a 
modern service, look to the 
future and deliver the ser-
vices the public want and 
in a way that they need. It 

is suggested that you are 
more likely to be a victim 
of crime on line than in the 
‘real’ world and the public 
need to be protected from 
these risks.

‘We should always deal 
with criminals who cause 
harm to communities and 
it is fantastic that violent 
crime in Ayrshire has never 
been lower. However only 
one in fi ve of the calls the 
public make to us is about 
crime.

Noticeable
‘Since I returned to Ayr-

shire at the start of the year 
it is very noticeable how 
much time my teams spend 
searching for missing peo-
ple, assisting people who 
may be vulnerable or isolat-
ed and require our help.

‘I hope people take the 
time to respond to the Po-
licing 2026 consultation. 
I look forward to discuss-
ing Policing 2026 with peo-
ple over the next 10 weeks 
and I am sure their views 
and opinions will be inter-
esting.’

Consultations responses 
are invited until May 8 and 
can be submitted via https://
consult.scotland.police.uk/
consultation/2026/

The hand knitted Oscar. 

In a week when the fi as-
co at the Oscars was mak-
ing news around the world, 
here on Arran there was an 
Oscar delight of our own.

In a complete surprise to 
the makers of the The Leg-
end of the Ormidale Pan-
ther, recently featured in the 
Banner, they received their 
very own Oscar through the 
post.

And to make it even more 
special – it had been hand 
knitted!

The Oscar has thrilled the 
men behind the fi lm, Eric 
Dunn and Scott Clark, and 
now has pride of place on 
the bar of the Ormidale Ho-
tel.

An investigation found 
out the Oscar was the hard 
work of Susan Marshall, 
also known as Min, and 
the previous owner of the 
Sandwich Station. A note 

along with the award said: 
‘In recognition of a truly re-
markable and moving mo-
tion picture. A truly magnif-
icent bit of cinematography, 
deserved every stitch!’
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COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

The volunteers of Arran Sound enjoy a co� ee and a chat.

Arran is taking part in this 
year’s Fairtrade Fortnight 
which is currently under 
way.

North Ayrshire Fairtrade 
zone group is calling on 
everyone who lives and 
works in North Ayrshire 
to put Fairtrade into their 
break. Having the perfect 
cuppa or a snack is an im-
portant part of daily rou-
tines, yet millions of farm-
ers who produce the treats 
we enjoy during our breaks 
are struggling to make a liv-
ing. 

Fairtrade breaks are taking 
place on the opening days 
of Brodick Library between 
10.30am and noon until 
Sunday March 12. Sever-
al schools are also holding 
Fairtrade breaks.

North Ayrshire is a Fair-
trade Zone and it is also 
encouraging churches and 
faith groups in North Ayr-
shire to host coffee morn-
ing breaks.

Take a Fairtrade break this 
fortnight

In Kenya’s coffee and 
tea-growing regions one in 
three people live in pover-
ty, while tea pickers in Ma-
lawi earn less than £1.46 a 
day. This is not enough to 
provide food, education or 
healthcare for their families 
or invest in improving their 
farms. 

Joe Broussard, chairper-
son of NA Fairtrade Zone 
Group, said: ‘The food on 
our tables, the tea and coffee 
in our mugs, all comes from 
farmers who work hard but 
are not paid what they de-
serve. When we reach for 
the cheapest products, we 
may be unconsciously feed-
ing exploitation.’

For more information 
about the campaign and 
how to get involved, vis-
it www.fairtrade.org.uk/
fortnight or the local con-
tacts Joe Broussard at joe@
broussard.co.uk or Jan 
MacGregor at janmacgre-
gor45@gmail.com.

The dedicated volunteers who pro-
vide an audio version of The Banner 
have moved into the digital age with 
their recordings now being made on 
a computer and distributed by USB 
drives. 

The group of 17 regular readers of 
Arran Sound meet twice a year for 
a coffee and a chat and to arrange 

the reading schedule for the coming 
year. The volunteers take it in turns 
to record The Banner each week 
and make it available to the visually 
impaired and others who may have 
diffi culty in reading a newspaper.

Copies of the recordings are then 
posted to users of the service, who 
can listen to it on a playback ma-

chine provided for them by Arran 
Sound.

If you are visually impaired, or 
have diffi culty reading a newspa-
per for any other reasons and would 
like to take advantage of this free 
service, please call the chairman of 
Arran Sound, Kate Hesp on 01770 
870367.

Talking Banner is music to the ears of visually impaired 

Whiting Bay 
Hall

Contact 
Eco Savvy 

700411

Whiting Bay 

Contact 
Eco Savvy 

700411

Pass it on

JUMBLE 
SALE

AND

TABLE 
TOP SALE

Teas, Coffee & Cakes
Doors open 11am

Saturday 11th March
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports are 
fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice set 
by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We realise, 
however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘Because Jesus has Himself passed through the test of 
suffering, He is able to help those who are in the midst 
of their test.’ (Hebrews 2:18)

Problem solved
Sir,
I would like to thank The 
Banner for highlighting the 
story about the water leak-
ing into our garden since 
2008, published on January 
28. Two men from Scottish 
Water on the mainland came 
to the house on Wednesday, 
asked a few questions, and 
when fi nding the leaking 
pipe was redundant, made 
the decision to cut it off as 
it did not interfere with our 
supply. Two private con-
tractors appeared on Friday 
and in a very short time the 
work had been completed. 

Yours,
Alastair G Hamilton
Kildonan

Tech warning
Sir,
Don’t say I didn’t tell you! I 
use this quote as a warning 
as we seem to be walking to 
possible human extinction 
with regard to our seeming-
ly unbreakable habit of re-
lying on computers, and the 
vast unchecked develop-
ment of computer AI.

Most of us have seen fi lms 
such as I Robot and War 
Games, so we known the 
script. Yet we still seem to 
be being led, like lambs, 
into a possible abyss. In the 
summer time when Arran is 
busy, or you go to the main-
land, stop for fi ve minutes 
and just look around and 
you will see most folk using 
some sort of device. Scary 
isn’t it.

Forewarned is forearmed.
Yours,
Gary Scott
Corrie

Toilet trouble
Sir,
Having proudly hosted  the 
Cold Water Island Tourism 
Conference in 2016 Arran 
seem to be leading the way 
with a new initiative called: 
‘Tourism without toilets’.

I’m sure other islands will 

soon follow this lead when 
they see the benefi t of only 
targeting tourists who don’t 
have to use public facilities!

Yours,
Peter Phillipson
Lochranza

Speeding vehicles
Sir,
I would be most obliged to 
utilise this forum to pro-
mote speed awareness on 
the island, in particular on 
country roads, a number of 
which do not have noticea-
ble (if at all) speed restric-
tions/recommendations.

I am a part-time resident in 
Clauchlands (Shore) Road, 
Lamlash. Predominantly a 
residential area, there are 
numerous holiday rental  
properties, frequently occu-
pied by families with young 
children and/or animals, lo-
cal residents likewise.

The speed at which vehi-
cles, particularly commer-
cial and farming vehicles, 
use this road is alarming. 
It is a popular walkway for 
pedestrians, often with chil-
dren and/or pets.

I also experienced a near 
miss on Tennis Court Road 
recently when a lorry came 
along at ridiculously high 
speed. A colleague of the 
driver apologised, the driv-
er seemingly unaware that 
he nearly fl attened my dog!

I don’t profess to know 
the exact statistics, but be-
lieve that in the case of 
an adult,  when the im-
pact is at 30mph there is a 
good chance of survival. At 
35mph this reduces by half. 
At over 35mph, in the ma-
jority of cases, it results in 
fatality. Clearly dramatical-
ly different in the case of a 
child or much loved fami-
ly pet.

If nothing else, I hope this 
article makes people stop 
and think for a moment.

Yours,
Name and address
supplied
Lamlash

Beggars belief
Sir,
Having been a regular holi-
daymaker in Arran for near-
ly 70 years, I fi nd the pos-
sibility of Ardrossan losing 
the ferry to Troon to be ri-
diculous. The overruling 
factor is the train goes with-
in metres of the Ardrossan 
harbour, whereas the Troon 
route would require transfer 
from the station to the ter-
minus. 

As a possible foot passen-
ger, the thought of travel-
ling to Troon with luggage 
and have to be bussed to the 
terminal from the station, 
would be a major disincen-
tive. When you add that the 
journey time from Glas-
gow would be half an hour 
longer (including bus trans-
fer) and cost more, it beg-
gars belief that this is even 
being considered.

Yours,
John B Crawford
Clarkston

Narrow minded
Sir,
It’s about time I threw my 
10 pen’orth into the pot re 
Troon or Ardrossan. The 
only thing I can agree with 
is the accessibility for foot 
passengers not wishing to 
use the railway system. It is 
a long walk from the pres-
ent linkspan on the eastern 
side of the pier to the gate, 
never mind the town cen-
tre. On the other hand, it’s 
a long walk from Princes 
Street bus stop, especially 
if the wind is in the wrong 
direction as it’s been this 
week.

Now, commenting on 
Mr Coleman of Peel Ports 
statements in the headlined 
article on page fi ve of last 
week’s Banner. Starting 
with the headline, where 
on earth does he get the 
idea that a move to Troon 
will delay the new running 
mate for the Cally Isles by 
12 months? Is he so nar-

row minded that he thinks 
CMAL are building this 
boat solely for the Brod-
ick/Ardrossan run? Accord-
ing to previous information 
given out this boat is going 
on this run until two pur-
pose built ferries are build 
some time in the future. 
As for the current linkspan 
at Troon not being suitable 
for the ‘bulbous bow’ on the 
new ferry, well, excuse me, 
linkspans are above the wa-
ter, bulbous bows are below 
the water, at least they were 
when I was at sea. Troon 
have no passenger access 
facilities. Did P&O not car-
ry any passengers?  

I cannot make any com-
ment on ABP’s tendering 
system as it is most likely 
commercial in confi dence 
so he shouldn’t really be 
able to make comment ei-
ther.  

Negative impact on the 
local road system re in-
creased vehicle numbers 
can be considered an im-
provement for Ardrossan as 
their vehicle numbers will 
drop thereby reducing noise 
and pollution with 500,000 
fewer vehicle movements 
trough the town.

Finally to Peel Ports com-
mitment to a multi million 
pound investment. Now 
why would Peel Ports con-
sider redevelopments which 
would further reduce the 
chance of the Arran ferry 
using Ardrossan? Peel Ports 
have built a huge offi ce/
shop/restaurant adjacent to 
the marina which has stood 
empty for nearly two years 
and building a new termi-
nal building will not make 
the harbour more acces-
sible in inclement weath-
er, look what happened on 
Thursday when the weather 
fooled everybody and four 
crossings were cancelled 
because the ferry could not 
leave Ardrossan.

Yours,                                                                                                                                   
John Lawson
Catacol

Common sense prevails
In our modern-day world where fastidious bean 
counting and bureaucracy can sometimes seem to be 
the order of the day, isn’t it reassuring to see that com-
mon sense can still prevail? 

We refer to the letter (right) from Alistair Hamilton 
of Kildonan who has had public water leaking onto 
his land for eight years, but after an article in The 
Banner back in January, describing the waste and the 
complicated issue of responsibility, the situation has 
now fi nally been resolved.   

From out of the murky depths of the convoluted is-
sue of responsibility, a saviour in the form of Scottish 
Water has stepped forward to resolve the impasse and 
for that they deserve due credit. They knew full well 
that while the discussion over responsibility contin-
ued, so did the wastage. While having no obligation 
to remedy it at their cost, and even with having the 
power to enforce legal action, they curtailed the leak 
and after eight long years rectifi ed the situation in the 
space of 24 hours. 

Some might call it the power of the press, others 
might call it an avoidance of negative publicity, but 
what we all know is that somewhere in the upper ech-
elons of  Scottish Water, a sensible decision was made 
to put an end to the ridiculous situation. 

We are pleased for Mr Hamilton and glad to have 
been of assistance in this matter as we are always 
pleased to help.

After all,  that is one of the many perks of living on 
Arran, where we can enjoy a life relatively unshack-
led by the vagaries of bureaucracy and where familiar 
traits such as common courtesy, common sense and 
neighbourliness still do exist, and are valued and ap-
preciated. 

Well done Scottish Water for taking the initiative, 
resolving the issue and restoring our faith in common 
sense.
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Arran residents will be able 
to see an award-winning 
documentary, fi lmed in Ayr-
shire and made by an Ayr-
shire fi lm director, on the 
Screen Machine on Mon-
day March 13 at 1.30pm. 

Retiring councillor John Bruce congratulates Ellen 
on her selection. 01_A09elect01

Horticultural 
Society in 
full bloom 
At a meeting of the Horti-
cultural Society, fi nal ar-
rangements were put in 
place for the Spring Flow-
er and Bulb Show on Sat-
urday March 25 in Brod-
ick hall, and schedules will 
be available from the usual 
outlets from next week. 

The society is in good 
heart with more than 80 
members, while the garden 
club continues to fl ourish . 
Following a busy year, the 
2017 programme is now 
available. 

The society will again 
be running a coach to the 
Scottish Gardening event at 
Ingliston, Edinburgh, at the 
beginning of June, details 
of which will be availa-
ble at the spring show. The 
show will feature the usual 
fantastic displays from the 
primary schools, as well as 
raffl es, plant sale, an auc-
tion, and scrumptious home 
baking with teas and cof-
fees. Could all cup holders 
ensure trophies are handed 
in before the show.

Ellen to fight Arran 
seat for SNP
Arran resident Ellen Mc-
Master has been selected 
as an SNP candidate for the 
Ardrossan and Arran ward 
of North Ayrshire Coun-
cil in the local elections on 
May 4. 

She is taking up the man-
tle from Councillor John 
Bruce who is retiring and 
she is the second island 
candidate to be selected.

On completing her Ar-
chaeology degree in 1989, 
Ellen moved to Arran to 
work at Lochranza Field 
Centre. Later she married 
local farmer Jim McMaster 
and they run a small beef 
and sheep farm in Shiskine. 
Ellen and Jim have three 
sons, two work in engineer-
ing and the third complet-
ed a modern apprenticeship 
and works on Arran.

Having previously experi-
enced the effects of the af-
fordable housing shortage 

on Arran, Ellen stood for 
and was elected as a com-
munity representative of 
Arran Homes, a sub-com-
mittee of Trust Housing As-
sociation. Ellen represent-
ed the community for 10 
years, during which time 
more than 180 houses and 
fl ats for social rent were 
built on the island. If elect-
ed Ellen says she would 
continue to work to ensure 
that affordable homes are 
available to provide oppor-
tunities for young families 
to remain on the island.  

After 12 years of being a 
carer Ellen has fi rst-hand 
experience of the delivery 
of social care, and the chal-
lenges faced by service us-
ers, carers, and local au-
thority providers. She also 
served as a voluntary coun-
sellor, with survivors of 
abuse and bereavement in 
various NHS and health-

care settings while train-
ing for a diploma in per-
son-centred counselling.

From working in retail 
and the hospitality sector 
over the years Ellen has 
also gained insight into the 
requirements and impor-
tance of small businesses to 
the Arran economy. Having 
supported her son through 
his modern apprenticeship 
Ellen believes in the fan-
tastic opportunities this 
scheme provides to both 
employers and young Ar-
ran residents. Ellen is keen 
to work with local business-
es and organisations to pro-
mote business investment 
and apprenticeship oppor-
tunities on the island to help 
develop the vibrant work-
ing communities essential 
to Arran’s future.  

Ellen has been involved 
in local community activ-
ities for many years, from 

helping to fundraise for 
the fi rst Arran Folk Festi-
val, chairing and fundrais-
ing for Shiskine PTA and 
school council, lobbying 
successfully for the pro-
vision of a playing fi eld at 
Shiskine Primary, and re-
cently, organising a petition 
to enable Ardrossan favour-
ing Arran residents to have 
their views heard regarding 
the mainland ferry port de-
cision. 

Speaking after the selec-
tion, Ellen said: ‘I am de-
lighted to have been se-
lected to fi ght this ward. If 
elected, I will continue to 
fi ght to ensure that local 
people receive the best pos-
sible services from North 
Ayrshire Council.

She added: ‘If elected I 
will promote the case for 

Arran to achieve ward sta-
tus, through the forthcom-
ing Islands Bill, to ensure 
that our world-class island 
is always represented by 
at least one island-based 
councillor.’

Ellen joins sitting Coun-
cillor Tony Gurney fi ghting 
for the three seats in the Ar-
drossan and Arran ward.

He said: ‘I am delighted to 
welcome Ellen to the local 
council campaign. Coun-
cillor John Bruce will be 
a hard act to follow, and 
everyone in the SNP wishes 
him well in his retirement, 
but in Ellen McMaster I am 
convinced that we have cre-
ated a winning team for the 
ward.’

Timothy Billings of Lam-
lash is fi ghting the seat for 
the Conservatives.

Award-winning Ayrshire fi lm
given free screening in Brodick

Ayrshire � lm-director Karen Guthrie.

Entrance is free for this 
screening.

The Closer We Get is a 
bittersweet fi lm that delves 
into an astonishing story of 
broken dreams, loyalty and, 
perhaps, redemption.

It is told by a reluctant-
ly dutiful daughter, Karen 
Guthrie, who was working 
as a fi lm-maker in London 
when her mother Ann had a 
devastating stroke that saw 
Karen return to her Ayrshire 
hometown to care for her. 

But Karen isn’t the only 
one who returns in crisis.

Her father, the endearing 
but unfathomable Ian, also 
reappears after years of sep-
aration from Ann.

Reunited unexpectedly, 
Karen seizes her camera 
to go under the skin of the 
family story before it is too 
late to come to terms with 
the aftermath of the secret 
her father tried, and failed, 
to keep from them all, and, 
in the process Karen dis-
covers that Ann’s stroke 
has, in fact, thrown them a 
lifeline. 

The documentary has won 
numerous awards and is 
highly acclaimed by critics.

It is 87 minutes long and 
has a PG certifi cate. 

The Screen Machine will 
be visiting Brodick from 
Friday March 10 to Mon-
day 13 March and will be 
parked at the Auchrannie 
Hotel.

Betsy talk
There will be a free talk 
on a project celebrating 
the life of Betsy Miller of 
Saltcoats, the fi rst Scottish 
female sea captain, at 2pm 
on Wednesday March 8 in 
Arran Library, Brodick.   

It will be given by Arran’s 
Bethan Remmington, one 
of North Ayrshire Coun-
cil’s Team Betsy modern 
apprentices. There is also 
an exhibition on the same 
subject running for the next 
four weeks in the library. 
For more information call 
302835.
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The Arran Team
Holiday Home Letting & 

Property Management Specialists

Arran Team Gardening Services
Now covering the whole island

Regular grass and hedge cutting services
Tree Felling (NPTC quali� ed)

Garden Clearing, strimming & brush cutting
Landscaping and fencing

For a free no obligation quote
call 01770 303113 
Competitive Rates

home + gardenspring makeoverspring makeoverspring makeoverspring makeoverspring makeover

As the days become 
longer and the weather 
warms up, the sights and 
smells of spring stirs our 
enthusiasm for spending 
time in the garden 
and catching up on 
doing those household 
maintenance chores that 
have been put o�  during 
the winter.

Whether its a DIY job, 
or one for a quali� ed 
tradesman, getting it 
right is all down to the 
equipment used and 
having the proper tools 
for the job.  

Living on Arran doesn’t 
mean that you have to 
travel very far to � nd good 
suppliers and products. 
There are a whole host of 
gardening supplies and 
home outlets right on our 
doorstep which can make 
all the di� erence between 
a good job and a great 
job.

Quality tradesmen and 
services are also available 
to provide a professional 
service for your home and 
garden.  There really is no 
excuse not to have a show 
quality garden and house 
in time for summer.
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Whiting Bay serves up a 
winning dose of Poison

Words and pictures by 
HUGH BOAG and 

COLIN SMEETON
There was high praise in-
deed for the 2017 one act 
drama festival when sea-
soned adjudicator Nat Little 
said it was the best festival 
he had ever judged.

Whiting Bay Music and  
Drama were the big win-
ners with Poison taking the 
top prize and acting awards 
for the stars Dave Simpkin 
and Andy McNamara.

Just one point separated 
the top three plays at the 
festival, Mr Little revealed 
with Lamlash Drama Club 
squeezed into second place 
with the comedy Present 
Slaughter.

The winning play was a 
comedy drama, set in a din-
gy fl at. It and featured just 
two actors and involved, 
as the title suggests, a case 
of mistaken poisoning, but 
with a delicious twist.

Mr Little described it as 
‘fabulous from start to fi n-
ish’ and Dave and Andy 
thoroughly deserved their 
acting awards for a perfor- The winning Whiting Bay team: Joyce Kerr, Jill Gregory, Ann Luttrell and Dave Simpkin. Andy McNamara 

could not make the prizegiving. 01_A09awards10

mance the adjudicator de-
scribed as ‘absolutely bril-
liant’.

The annual festival, which 
played to packed perfor-
mances over three nights 
at Lamlash community 
theatre last weekend, saw 
35 performers stage eight 
plays, which ranged from 
comedy to serious drama. 
There were also three youth 
entries, two from Shiskine 
and one from Lamlash.

High praise
Hailing from Kirkcud-

bright, it was Mr Little’s 
fi rst visit to Arran but he 
had high praise for the 
plays and the organisation 
and the packed audiences 
on the three nights warmed 
to his light hearted, but inci-
sive, adjudication.

He praised the Isle of Ar-
ran Drama Association for 
its decision to continue to 
award trophies for individu-
al performances which had 
been outlawed some time 
ago by the Scottish Com-
munity Drama Association.

Turn over for more cover-
age of the festival.

Pauline and Ted meet the newly-awakened 
Frankenstein. 01_A09play01

Dennis gets aggressive in Poison. 01_A09play08

The receptionists of the Jilted Lovers Helpline.
01_A09play10

The ‘ladies’ meet Countess Draculana in Home at 
Last. 01_A09play14

Antoine is completely unaware Oliver is bleeding 
profusely in Present Slaughter. 01_A09play29

A scene from The Little Foundling. 01_A09play26

The 2017 Isle of Arran One Act Drama Festival



Frankenstein Slept Here
Performed by a 12-strong cast of talented young-
sters of Lamlash Junior Drama Club, this play is set 
in the present day in Castle Frankenstein where a 
host of ghastly and ghoulish characters live, appar-
ently on borrowed time.

The adjudicator, Nat Little, was full of praise for 
the production which he said was ‘exceptional’. He 
said the lead actor Baroness Frankenstein, played 
by Shannon Galbraith, was the ‘rock of this play’ 
and said Vampira, Zara Wilson, was ‘absolutely 
fabulous’. He also had high praise for newly-weds 
Pauline (Ciara Wood) and Ted (Luke Wilson) who 
the audience had taken to their hearts and whom he 
described as ‘wee sweethearts’. He added the cos-
tumes were great and the make-up good.

Poison
Performed as a stark double header, this play was 
a triumph for Dave Simpkin, as Archie, and Andy 
McNamara, as Dennis, of Whiting Bay Music and 
Drama Club. Set in a dingy flat in the present day, it 
is a dark comedy drama. The adjudicator said: ‘This 
was fabulous from start to finish, a tremendous per-
formance.’

The set, which had both an exterior and interior, 
made for a very good stage presentation, Mr Little 
said, and he described the fight scene as ‘very real-
istic’. He added the death scene at the end was al-
ways hard to do but said Archie had ‘brought it off’.

Summing up he said: ‘These two were absolute-
ly brilliant and I congratulate you on a superb per-
formance.’

Jilted Lovers Helpline
This comedy was the offering of Shiskine SWI and 
was the second double header of the night starring 
Ruth Betley, as Mary, and Faye Hamill, as Jasmine, 
as receptionists at a helpline, not surprisingly, for 
jilted lovers.

The two spend almost the entire play at one end of 

a series of increasingly bizarre telephone conversa-
tions. Mr Little said it was a difficult play to stage 
but said it had been ‘edited beautifully’ by the pro-
ducer, Jerry Arthur 

He said the play was nicely paced and there were 
good costumes. He said Ruth, as Mary, was the qui-
eter and more naive and kept in character from start 
to finish.

He said Fay was a ‘comedy supremo’ and her de-
livery of her lines was ‘absolutely fabulous’.

The Little Foundling
This comedy by Shiskine Junior Drama Club, was 
a well performed and witty offering using the con-
fident acting abilities of James Smith playing the 
father, Katie Murchie playing the daughter and 
Rachel Brown accurately portraying the mother. 
Convincing performances of a woodcutter, squire 
and an ailing woman played by Innis Thorborn, Ro-
ray Morrison and Ellie Ewing respectively received 
praise from the adjudicator who applauded the club 
for taking on such a challenging play. 

Special praise was given to James Smith who was 
described as ‘Mr Personality’ and a great expres-
sionalist along with Katie Murchie who was said to 
be an expert at the throw away line and for her use 
of pause for comedic effect. He said that all in all, it 
was a humorous, well acted play with strong char-
acters and the expert-use of amusing word-play and 
confident acting abilities.

A Nice Cup Of Tea
A comedic offering set in the present day saw two 
accomplished actors, Val Waite and Dave Simpkin 
of the Whiting Bay Music & Drama group perform 
an amusing take on modern day health and safe-
ty culture. 

This delightful modern day kitchen comedy fea-
tured good humour, sarcasm and good expression 
by both actors with a special mention going to Val 
who played Marion and who excelled at telling a 
complete story with her facial expressions alone. 
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The plays, over three nights, in order of performance were:

Vampira holds court in Frankenstein Slept Here. 01_A09play03A distraught Dennis in Poison. 01_A09play05

Mrs Charles is surrounded in Home At Last.  01_A09play17

A scary Vampyra with Countess 
Draculana in Home at Last. 
01_A09play16

The full cast of the Shiskine Junior Drama who performed The 
Little Foundling.  01_A09play25   

Kerry-Ann and her mother 
Sandra in Checking Out.
 01_A09play22

Kerry-Ann is found out in Checking Out. 01_A09play23

The �nal scene of Present Slaughter featuring all of the characters. 
The climatic ending culminated in the death of the main character.  
01_A09play30

A wonderful weekend of theatre



Harold played by Dave worked in perfect syner-
gy with Val and together the performance was de-
scribed by the adjudicator as: ‘A wonderful play, 
well performed and with an elaborate and per-
fect use of the set and costumes, particularly Mar-
ion’s boot. The accomplished and humorous perfor-
mance was enjoyed by the audience who related to 
the subject matter very well.

Present Slaughter 
The period comedy set in the 1930s and taking place 
on an elaborately designed set depicting a luxury 
hotel terrace was very well received by the audi-
ence. The adjudicator was generous in his praise of 
the costumes, cast and performance of this runner 
up to the winning play. The beautifully researched 
nostalgic period piece saw the acting talents of Col-
in MacDonald and Jill McKillop being described as 
professional and superb by the adjudicator. 

Unusually the performance included live mu-
sic played by James O’Neil who, while providing 
the piano accompaniment, also provided a huge 
amount of laughs for his acting abilities in portray-
ing a clumsy pianist. Colin was praised for his ad 
libbing when he expertly dealt with a minor set mal-
function and included it into his repertoire. 

Home At Last
Three teenage boys dressed as women was the main 
comedy element to Shiskine Junior Drama is pro-
duction of Home At Last set in a castle somewhere 
in Transylvania in the present time.

And as the adjudicator remarked ‘the boys were 
great’. The ‘women’ are from a coach party who 
find themselves stranded at the castle of Countess 
Draculana, played by Alice Kinniburgh, and her 
servant Vampyra, played by Amelia Robertson, 
who Mr Little said was ‘exceptionally good’.

He said the supporting cast were ‘sinister little 
madams’ and said that the production was good and 
the costumes were fabulous.

He added that the play had a fantastic ending when 

Mrs Adams, excellently played by Rory Morrison, 
is revealed as a werewolf. Mr Little said it was a 
wonderful play with a super cast.

Checking Out
The final play on Saturday night was the drama 
Checking Out by Shiskine Drama Club. Sheila Gil-
more, as mum Sandra, took the lead role, ably as-
sisted by Deborah Robertson as her daughter Ker-
ry-Ann.

The adjudicator’s first comment was: ‘What a 
lovely play to end any festival.’

The play is set in a stark flat with just the two per-
formers, but Mr Little was full of praise describ-
ing Sheila as ‘a wonderful actress’ and said Debo-
rah, in her support, was an ‘excellent actress in her 
own right’.

Mr Little said the play could have been performed 
on the radio as the actors had lifted the play by their 
voices alone and he said he applauded that.

‘This was a wonderful performance,’ he said.
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The plays, over three nights, in order of performance were:

Watch out there is a werewolf about as Ciara 
Wood and Luke Nelson discover.  01_A09play02

Vampira holds court in Frankenstein Slept Here. 01_A09play03

Archie collapses dead in Poison. 01_A09play09

Val Waite and Dave Simpkin in A Nice Cup of Tea. 01_A09play27   

Jasmine helps another jilted 
lover. 01_A09play12

Mary on the phone in Jilted Lovers Helpline. 01_A09play11

Marion takes health and safety 
to the extreme A Nice Cup of 
Tea. 01_A09play28   

A wonderful weekend of theatre
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Festival trophy winners 

Drama festival 
photographs 
for sale
All the drama festival 
photographs are availa-
ble to buy for only £4.41 
for A5 size and £6.75 for 
A4 size from The Banner 
offi ce. 
Telephone 302142 or 
email adverts@arran-
banner.co.uk to place an 
order.

Dave Simpkin collects his best actor trophy.
01_A09awards04

The following trophies 
were presented by adjudi-
cator Nat Little at the end 
of the three day festival:

The Jean Bannatyne Tro-

phy, for best supporting 
acting performance in the 
youth play: Katie Murchie.

The Douglas Sillars Tro-
phy, for best acting per-
formance in a youth play: 
James Smith.

The Mattie Gillies Tro-
phy, for the best support-
ing acting performance in 
any adult play: Andy Mc-
Namara.

Best acting
The Monie Kelso Trophy, 

for the best acting perfor-
mance any adult play, Dave 
Simpkin.

The Whiting Bay Club of 
Drama and Music Gold-
en Anniversary Trophy, for 
the best moment of theatre: 
Lamlash Drama Club for 

the ad lib in Present Slaugh-
ter.

The Mary Stewart Orr 
Trophy, for the best youth 
team: Shiskine Junior Dra-
ma.

The Jane McBride Brown 
Bowl, for the best play en-
tered by a SWI team: Shis-
kine SWI.

The Millhill Players Tro-
phy, for the team gaining 
the highest total of marks 
in a play of contrasting type 
to that which wins: Lam-
lash Drama Club for Pres-
ent Slaughter.

The Archie Kerr Wooley 
Trophy, for the team gain-
ing the highest mark in the 
festival: Whiting Bay Mu-
sic and Drama for Poison.

Katie Murchie with her supporting actor trophy. 
01_A09awards01

James Smith with his best actor prize. 01_A09awards02

Producer Ann Luttrell collects the supporting actor 
shield on behalf of Andy McNamara.  01_A09awards03

Maureen Smith picked up two trophies for Lamlash 
Drama Club. 01_A09awards08

Shiskine Junior Drama and producer Sheila Gilmore pick up their best youth team prizes. 01A09awards06

Producer Jerry Arthur receives the Shiskine SWI 
award. 01_A09awards07

Dave Simpkin and Ann Luttrell receive the winning play trophy from 
adjudicator Nat Little. 01_A09awards09
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Traditional musicians winners and runners up, left to right: Louise Foy, Scott 
Bryant, Bethany Walsh, David Todd and Connor McBlane with Provost Clarkson. 

Skinnymalinks 
shed pounds 
for charity

Arran Skinnymalinks had a 
post-festive period weigh-
in where members collec-
tively lost 110lbs and raised 
£867.75 for the Mary’s 
Meals charity. Weigh-ins 
took place across the island 
at Lamlash, Brodick, Cor-
rie, Shiskine and Lochran-
za with the help of Alison 
Page, Joan Stewart, Faye 
Waterlow and Shona Dun-
smuir.

The collective weight loss 
of 110 lbs - or seven and a 
half stone - was achieved 
in six weeks with enough 
money being raised to feed 
62 starving children for a 

whole school year through 
Mary’s Meals.

Mary’s Meals volunteer 
Alison Page said: ‘Con-
gratulations to every sin-
gle person who has shed the 
pounds and who helped to 
raise funds for such an im-
portant cause. 

‘That is certainly a result 
in my book. Thank you all 
so very much for your do-
nations as well as the dona-
tions of food/toiletries for 
the All Churches Together 
foodbank.

‘A huge thank you must 
also go to Lamlash, Brod-
ick and Shiskine churches, 

Arran Active, Isle of Arran 
Distillery and Breagha Ho-
listic Beauty for the use of 
their premises.’

In recognition and thanks 
of all of the hard work un-
dertaken by the group, rep-
resentatives from Mary’s 
Meals will be visiting Arran 
on Sunday April 2 to meet 
some of the people who 
took part to say thank you 
for all their efforts and to 
encourage more people to 
get involved with the char-
ity. Details of the visit can 
be obtained from Alison by 
email at: alison@routesto-
fl ourish.com.

£867 collected for Mary’s Meals charity

Arran fi ddle player Bethany Walsh has 
been named North Ayrshire’s traditional 
musician of the year.

The contest, organised by the council’s 
music services team, aims to recognise 
and reward the exceptional musical talents 
in schools throughout the area. 

Each school stages its own heat of the 
competition and only the winners from 
this leg go forward to battle it out against 
peers from other secondary schools in the 
area.

Bethany, who was representing Arran 
High School, won the award in the sen-
ior section for those in S4-S6 at the contest 
held on the mainland last month.  

All winners were presented with a spe-
cial trophy by Provost Ian Clarkson and 
runners-up were given a certifi cate recog-
nising their achievements. 

The young singer and musician of the 
year were also chosen on the night.

Speaking about the competitions, Prov-
ost Clarkson, said: ‘I was completely 
blown away by how talented and skilled 
all of the fi nalists were. The competitions 
were not only a lot of fun, but a great way 
of showcasing just how spectacular they 
all are. 

‘I’d like to congratulate them again on 
their achievements and hope they continue 
to pursue their chosen instruments.’ 

Bethany is traditional musician of the year
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Historical society chairman Colin Mackenzie meets speaker Penny McWatters. 

The scandalous windows of 
St Bride’s Church, Lochranza
More than 45 members of 
the newly renamed Arran 
Historical Society heard of 
two windows causing re-
ligious unrest in the early 
20th century which would 
seem incredible to today’s 
observer, writes Norma Da-
vidson.  

The speaker at the Feb-
ruary meeting was Penny 
McWatters. who lectured 
at Strathclyde University 
and at Liverpool Univer-
sity, and was also a teach-
er before retiring.  She hol-
idayed on Arran, grew to 
love it and now divides her 
time between a home in Ed-
inburgh and her house in 
Catacol.

St Bride’s Church in 
Lochranza, in its lovely set-
ting, is a plain and elegant 
building which houses some 
beautiful stained glass. The 
round window was installed 
in the 1830s in memory of 
the Rev John Colville and 
in its vivid hues features the 
Ship of Faith and the Light-
house. The church celebrat-
ed its tercentenary in 2012, 
and a rectangular window 
was commissioned and the 
result by Richard Leclerc 
was recently installed in 
the roof. A third window 
by John Duncan, based on 
a painting in the Nation-

al Gallery of Scotland, de-
picts the legend of St Bride 
– an Irish Saint who jour-
neyed to the Holy Land to 
give her cloak to the infant 
Christ and was transported 
back by angels.

However interesting these 
windows are, it was the two 
windows on either side of 
the round window behind 
the altar which were the fo-
cus of Penny’s research. No 
one could really give an ex-
planation of what the sub-
ject matter was and even-
tually Penny turned to the 
internet.

Surprisingly, there were 
references in the New Zea-
land press, The Singapore 
Gazette and the Glasgow 
Evening Times which re-
vealed hey were regarded 
as a scandal in their time. 
Staff from the Hunterian, 
Kelvingrove Museum and 
the Glasgow School of Art 
were all helpful in her re-
search.

These windows were in-
stalled - although not in St 
Bride’s - by Mrs Annie Kerr 
in memory of her late hus-
band, Archibald Kerr.  Liv-
ing in the west end of Glas-
gow, they befriended the 
Guthrie’s who owned the 
Caledonian Foundry in 
Maryhill. William Guthrie 

was the leading partner of 
Guthrie & Wells, the pre-
miere make of stained glass 
and church furnishings in 
Glasgow. Some of their de-
signers were renowned art-
ists, some of the Glasgow 
Boys and even Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh.  Archi-
bald Kerr was one of the 
Catacol Kerr’s.

He was a great philanthro-
pist and on dying childless, 
much of his wealth went to 
the Arran Society of Glas-
gow, engineering bursa-
ries to Glasgow Univer-
sity and funds to help ‘the 
indigents between Coille-
more and The Craw’. He 
had been a great benefac-
tor to Lochranza over the 
years, even providing free 
piping to give the village 
the fi rst piped water supply 
on Arran. Mrs Kerr com-
missioned Guthrie & Wells 
to  make these two memo-
rial windows for the Unit-
ed Free Church, now Cas-
tlekirk, little realising how 
much controversy they 
would cause.

Following the disruption 
on whether the civil pow-
ers or the congregation 
should name the minis-
ter, many members left the 
church and formed the Free 
Church. In 1900 the Gener-

al Assembly of the church 
voted on proposed unity 
with the United Presbyte-
rian Church.  A majority of 
643 were in agreement and 
the 27 dissenters eventually 
became the Wee Frees.

At this time, Alexander 
Grant was minister at Cas-
tlekirk, a Gaelic speaker in 
a Gaelic parish.  On a holi-
day in Moffat he met Ethel, 
an English girl, who he 
subsequently married and 
brought to Lochranza. Ethel 
was a High Church Angli-

can who later converted to 
Roman Catholicism. Many 
of the church deserted be-
cause the minister’s wife 
was ‘perverted’. The Pres-
bytery met in Kintyre and 
Rev Grant had to resign. He 
was grief stricken, but had 
to retire. A footnote to this 
was that he, too, later con-
verted to Roman Catholic.

Because of the split in the 
churches, arguments began 
over assets which went to 
law, ultimately to the House 
of Lords. Castlekirk and 

Lenimore became Wee Free 
and church members at 
Castlekirk took against the 
two windows on grounds 
of blasphemy as they inter-
preted one of the fi gures as 
God or Christ. 

By 1914 the General As-
sembly took up the issue of 
the Lochranza Church win-
dows and again in 1915. 
This time they wanted the 
windows removed. The 
makers said the windows il-
lustrated the parable of the 
talents and did not depict 
the Saviour. The windows 
were adapted – the King lost 
his crown and his sceptre to 
be replaced by a turban and 
a scroll and the angel was 
removed. The biblical tract 
from Matthew’s Gospel 
was also omitted.

Over time, Castlekirk and 
Lenimore closed and the 
contentious windows were 
starting to decline. 

They were moved to St 
Bride’s, but in the installa-
tion the two were reversed. 
Richard Leclerc was going 
to re-position them but he 
died before he could do it.

The society’s March meet-
ing will take place in Brod-
ick Hall on Monday March 
20 at 2pm when Diana 
Maxwell will talk on the 
First World War and HMS 
Drakemire in particular. 
Visitors always welcome.

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Brodick, Auchrannie Hotel  
Friday 10 to Monday 13 March

Book at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the cinema 30 mins 
before screenings. Cash, no cards. £7.50 Adults. Concessions £5.50

Moana (PG) 113 mins   
 10/03 at 5.30pm, 11/03 at 2pm

La La Land (12A)  128 mins    
10/03 at 8.30pm, 12/03 at 5.30pm, 13/03 at 5.30pm

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them (12A) 133 mins
11/03 at 5.30pm

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story (12A) 134 mins
11/03 at 8.30pm

The Eagle Huntress (U) 87 mins 
12/03 at 2pm 

T2 Trainspotting (18) 117 mins 
12/03 at 8.30pm, 13/03 at 8.30pm

The Closer We Get (PG) 87 mins FREE SCREENING 
13/03 at 1.30pm Film-maker Karen Guthrie introduces her award-winning 
and humourous portrayal of loyalty, broken dreams and family survival. Set in 
Ayrshire. “Remarkable” Time Out. There is no charge for this screening. 

Scottish Opera 
is core funded by

COMING TO A VENUE NEAR YOU

FOUR SINGERS & A PIANIST

Supported by 
The Friends of Scottish Opera

Brodick Hall
Sat 11 Mar, 7.30pm 
Box Office: The Book and Card Centre
Tel: 01770 302 288 
Buy online from arranevents.com 
Booking fees may apply. Please check with box office for details.

Tickets from: 
£12, £5 (u26s)

Registered in Scotland Number SC037531  Scottish Charity Number SC019787

scottishopera.org.uk

‘Show-stopping.’

The Herald
 ★ ★ ★ ★
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Welcome to our new column. Each 
month the Community of Arran Sea-
bed Trust (COAST) will be bringing 
our readers family friendly stories 
and facts about Arran’s sea life. Here 
is their � rst report.

When David Nairn from the Clyde Ma-
rine Mammal Project sailed into Ar-
ran’s waters a few months ago, he knew 
he was on to something: ‘We never 
dreamt there would be so many porpois-
es around Arran. The Marine Protected 
Area could be so important for the con-
servation of this species in the Clyde’. A 
small pod has taken a liking to the wa-
ters off the Holy Isle lighthouse and a 
real ‘porpoise soup’ has been found off 
our south west coast, in the Kilbrannan 
Sound.
 But it’s not all fun and play for porpois-
es. They need to eat up to 10 per cent of 
their body weight every day to cope with 
our cold Atlantic waters. 
 These clever creatures make click 

sounds that bounce off objects, allowing 
them to echo-locate sand eels, macker-
el, shrimps or octopus to feed on. This 
also allows David’s hydrophone to fi nd 
out where and how many there are and 
explore their behaviour. But this also 
makes them highly vulnerable to noises 
from powerboats or military activities. 
 A female will give birth to one calf at a 
time, which is half her size. It is rushed 
up to the surface for its fi rst ‘puff’, the 
sound it makes when breathing air, and 
then swims by her side to suckle. Sad-
ly, chemical pollutants are passed from 
mother to calves through their milk.
Porpoises are shy animals and their tri-
angular dorsal fi ns are diffi cult to spot in 
choppy seas. With a blunt rounded head 
and shape, they are smaller and chubbier 
than dolphins. One of the smallest ceta-
ceans on earth, they are normally about 
the size of a small human adult. 
Grab your binoculars and set sail or fi nd 
a good vantage point on the shore on a 
calm day. Look out for diving seabirds 
like gannets as there could well be feed-

ing porpoises beneath the waves and re-
member to post your sightings to www.
clydemarinemammalproject.org. Their 
sailing research boat, Saorsa (Freedom), 

will be back to study porpoises in our 
Marine Protected Area in March.
For more information contact: info@ar-
rancoast.com

Spotlight on sea lifeSpotlight on sea life
Be on the lookout for pu�  ng porpoises

Go in search for porpoises. B09coast01NO

£4.95
including P&P

FROM

£3.95
including P&P

FROM

I would like to order 2017 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date______________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2018 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
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Oban Times
West Highland   

Oban Times
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SALE • Scottish Calendars 2017 • SALE
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NEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars.
Featuring the breathtaking landscapes, and 
diverse architecture from around Scotland.
New for this year Scottish Clans Calendar, 
featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan.
Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 8 March, 1997

Shiskine Drama Club’s Sandy Kerr, David Weir, Hattie Arthur and Rosalie 
Turbett perform in Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations at the drama festival. B09twe02

 Faith rewarded
Lamlash Church, threatened with closure 
just last December, has been saved. 

At a meeting of Ardrossan Presbytery on 
Tuesday, the church was deemed a ‘nec-
essary building’. Yet it was the same pres-
bytery that, just three months ago, decid-
ed it should close. So adamant were they 
that an alternative proposal put by the Rev 
Bill MacMillan was unworkable that the 
church and presbytery were lining up for a 
heated debate at a hearing of the Property 
Commission later this month.

However, peace has broken out and Ar-
drossan Presbytery has had a complete 
change of heart. Refurbishment plans are 
now also able to go ahead with the fi rst 
phase being for a new roof to be installed 
at a cost of £110,000 most of which is al-
ready in place with a grant from Historic 
Scotland and congregational funding.

 Games go-ahead
Brodick Highland Games are on course 
to take place on August 9 on the new Or-
midale sports fi eld in Brodick. The games 
committee decided this after an inspection 
of the fi eld on Monday evening and after 
assurances from the Sports Association it 
would be ready in time. 

This was not a forgone conclusion be-
cause the fi eld is still very soggy under-
foot. Apparently this is because only deep 
drainage is in and surface drainage has 
still to be completed. Last year’s Highland 
gathering had to be cancelled because the 
sports fi eld was still under construction. 

 Ship contaminated
MV Pioneer, which often acts as a reserve 
ferry for Arran, has been contaminated by 
asbestos. In dock at Troon for her annual 
overhaul, the asbestos was distributed dur-
ing modifi cation work on the panelling in 
the ferry’s deckhead.
 Health and safety offi cials have been 
called in and 30 crew members have un-
dergone health checks. Additional work 
costing around £100,000 has had to be car-
ried out and she is unlikely to resume ser-
vice for at least two weeks.

A scene from the winning play You’re Looking Old Tonight performed by 
Lamlash Drama Club at the 1997 drama festival. B09twe01

Drama Festival adjudicator Kenneth 
Barratt with the trophy winners at the 
conclusion of the festival. B09twe03

Brodick Golf Club ladies section enjoyed their centenary dinner and 
prizegiving last Saturday. B09twe04



Arran Banner, Saturday 4 March, 2017  www.arranbanner.co.uk WHAT’S ON  19

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing  Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle,  Garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Mon- Fri: 12.30pm - 5pm & Sat: 10am - 5pm
Soap making and candle dipping  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 4th March
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am - noon
Live music - Folk like us Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 1.15pm
Flow yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Live music - Storm Warning play the blues The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
MacKenzie Memorial Mixed Double Darts Kilmory Hall, 7.30pm
Live music - Mic Clark The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 9pm

Sunday 5th March
Family games   
Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’  Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Live Music - Storm Warning play the blues The PHT, Lamlash, 3pm

Monday 6th March  
Over 50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
RunArran  Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Arran Bridge  Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau  Ormidale Pavilion, 11.30am - 3pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Corrie - Breagha Holistic Beauty   5:00pm - 5:30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Shiskine Church Hall   5:15pm - 5:45pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Brodick Church Kitchen   6pm - 6.30pm
Scottish country dancing for beginners and improvers  Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm

Tuesday 7th March
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Rotary Club  Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 1.15pm
RunArran run coaching  Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga  Corrie and Sannox Hall, 6pm
Metafi t  Arran High School, 6pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm

Scottish country dancing  Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Lochranza Arran Distillery visitor centre   10am - 10.30am

Wednesday 8th March
Rock an pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal  Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service 10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
RunArran  Auchrannie spa, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes  Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga  Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Quiz night The PHT, 8.30pm
Bus pass club meal  The PHT, noon - 2.30pm
Chair yoga St Molios  Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am - noon
Italian Theme Night (take away or sit in)  The PHT, Lamlash, 5pm
Parkinsons support group Lamlash fi re station, 2pm - 4pm
Coffee morning Brodick Church hall, 10.30 - 12 noon

Thursday 9th March
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT  Lamlash front green, 6.45am
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Bridge  Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers  Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT  Lamlash green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery Group  Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm

Friday 10th March 
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets  Reception  
9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm -8.30pm
Open Mic & Karaoke The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Live music - North Country Winters Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm - 10pm
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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LINDA MCCARTNEY’S 
MULL OF KINTYRE

FISHING FOR 
GRAYLING
CRASHES INVOLVING 
DEER ON ROADS SUCH 
AS THE A82 THROUGH 
GLENCOE ARE COSTING 
MILLIONS

WILDLIFE PRINT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER INSIDE

HER PHOTOS CAPTURING THE PLACE 
SHE LOVED THE MOST

CONFESSIONS OF 
AN EDINBURGH 
OPIUM EATER

APRIL 2017

What to do about an epidemic 

Dame Evelyn Glennie on 
Dame Evelyn Glennie on 

her adored Aberdeenshire Dame Evelyn Glennie on 

her adored Aberdeenshire Dame Evelyn Glennie on 

Dame Evelyn 
Glennie on 
her adored
Aberdeenshire

UNDER £50
Sebo uplift vac £45, Stair-
bush att £5, Elnapress iron-
ing system £40, Samsonite 
suitcases wheeled large as 
new £30, medium £15 Tel: 
600655
Sturdy exercise bike, excel-
lent condition £50, Ashford 
rigid heddle weaving loom 
and stand. Little used £50 
Tel: 820345

WANTED
LP records, rock, blues ect 
also a hi-fi  Tel: Thomas: 
07504 739952

 OVER £50
Black leather swivel chair 
with massager & stool less 
than a year (perfect condi-
tion) £80 Tel:600584

Tel: 01770 700636 (Arran)

2007 FORD RANGER THUNDER PICK-UP
Full leather interior, extra 
3 clocks on dash, 5 alloy 
wheels, 5 good tyres, Air 
conditioning, 6 cd Player/ 
Radio , recently had New 
cam belt kit, n/s driveshaft, 
clutch and � y wheel, 
M O T June 2017.

£5000 ono

Tel: 01770 870310 (Arran)

2006 SHOGUN SPORT 3.0 
V6 AUTO WARRIOR

MOT June, 
132800mls, 
good condition.

£2500
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Property

Public Notices

Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Leisure Assistant

Receptionist

Restaurant Manager

Restaurant Floor Manager

F&B Assistants
(flexible working hours available)

Commis Chef

Chef de Partie

Painter and Decorator

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk
Benefits include family leisure club membership 

worth up to £800 and other discounts within 
the resort.

Painter and Decorator
Auchrannie resort are looking for an 

experienced Painter and Decorator to join our 
established Maintenance team. 

This role is required to complete painting and 
decorating throughout the resort as instructed 
to an extremely high standard and you should 
be fully experienced in this position to apply.

Leisure Assistant
Looking ahead to Easter and the Summer 

Season we are also recruiting for our Leisure 
Department. 

This is an all-round role encompassing both 
of our Leisure facilities as well as Playbarn 

and Arran Adventure and would ideally suit 
someone with a keen interest in Leisure and 

Recreations.

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or 
contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

An experienced & well presented Bar Person required who is 
friendly & professional with customers and has managerial 
potential.  Position requires a comprehensive knowledge of 
licensing laws, be good with money and trustworthy.

Also required, a chef de partie to work in a very busy kitchen.  
Part time hours available immediately leading to full time. 

Apply in person or message info@thepht.co.uk

The Pierhead Tavern
Lamlash    Isle of Arran    KA27 8JN

LONG LET AVAILABLE
No 1 Prospect Hill

Lamlash
Studio Cottage

Sleeps 2 
£350 per month plus utilities

Tel: 01770 700628 

WANTED
Retired couple currently living 
on Arran require unfurnished 

long let.
any area considered, references 

available.
Tel: 07731411904

COORIEDOON NURSING HOME
Senior Care Offi cer - Full or Part Time

Care Assistants (Experience Preferred but 
Training Given)

Phone Gwen Walker at Cooriedoon 700247 
OR

Email : coorie.doon@virgin.net

John Robertson & Sons (Joiners) Ltd
Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran

Are looking for an experienced joiner 
A clean driving license is essential

Good rate of pay & pension provided
Contact Peter on 

07795548204/860243 
or email

us at john.robertson2@btconnect.com 

CLEANER VACANCY
A cleaner is wanted for two small o�  ces in 

Brodick with a shared entrance hall. The work 
would involve 4 to 5 hours a week and be 

con� ned to light cleaning duties. Times could 
be � exible.

Candidates should contact: 
Box  No 226, Arran Banner, Brodick, 

Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ

KILDONAN VILLAGE HALL AND 
IMPROVEMENTS COMMITTEE

AGM
7.30 MONDAY 6 MARCH 2017

EVERYONE WELCOME
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60TH BIRTHDAY

CHURCH NOTICES

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide Angli-
can Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 5th March

 11.00 am. Holy Communion. 
Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson,
 Parish assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 5th March

Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches, 10.15am Morning 
Worship in Pirnmill Church 
followed by Stated Annual 

Meeting.
Shiskine Church, 12noon 

Morning Worship.
Brodick Church, 10.30am 

Morning Worship 
Corrie Church, 11.30am 

Prayer Meeting,
12noon Morning Worship

There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

 (Charity Number: SC014005) 
Sunday 5th March

 Worship will be
 conducted by the minister 

Rev Elizabeth Watson
 at 10.30am.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
in the transept after the

 service. All most welcome. 
There will be a service in
 Cooriedoon at 2.30pm to 

which all friends are
warmly invited. 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 5th March
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash11.30 am

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 5th March 
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 5th March 

Morning service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick.

Evening service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All Welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 5th March

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after the
service

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home fellowship group for

bible study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm

BACK IN THE CHURCH
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

Bridge results
The results of the Arran Bridge Club Boyd Trophy, round 
fi ve played at Brodick on Thursday February 23 were as 
follows: 1 Anne McKelvie and Janie Maclure, 2 Marga-
ret MacGill and Jessmay Peacock, 3 Tricia Martin and 
Douglas Hamiltonm, 4 Jennifer McArthur and Morag 
Gardner.

The results of the aggregate competition at Lamlash on 
Monday February 27 were as follows; N/S 1 John Bar-
aclough and Jim Peacock, 2 Alison Bilsland and Elaine 
Duncan, 3 Jean Barclay and Jennifer McArthur. E/W 1 
Margaret and Douglas Bruce, 2 Tricia Martin and David 
Campbell, 3 Fiona Henderson and Maureen Cumming.

Ann lifts club championship
trophy at Brodick prizegiving
A gathering of 22 ladies 
met in the Brodick club-
house last Friday for the de-
layed annual prizegiving 
where Ann J May won the 
club championship and Su-
san Butchard took the run-
ner up position. 

Those attending all en-
joyed a lovely meal, thanks 
to Trish and her helpers in 
their new kitchen. After a 
review of the year by the la-
dies captain, the prizegiv-
ing took place, followed by 
a know-your-course pho-
to competition and a word 

game which was thorough-
ly enjoyed by all.

The full list of prizewin-
ners are as follows: Med-
al winners Silver: Ann May 
(2), Susan Butchard (2), 
Brenda Livingstone (2), 
Isobel MacDonald. Bronze: 
Gege Kroner (2), Aileen 
Latona (2), Heather Rae-
side (2), Lesley Murray. 

The Birdie Tree: Susan 
Butchard. The Pear Tree: 
Jennifer McArthur. The 
Saturday best net round: 
Fiona Henderson. The Ec-
lectic: Ann J May. The Cor-
onation Foursomes: Ann 
May and Aileen Latona. 
The Captain’s Prize: Ellie 
Jones. The Thistle Brooch: 
Aileen Latona, runner up, 
Susan Butchard. The SGU 
Silver Medal: Ann J May. 
The SGU Bronze Medal: 
Lesley Murray. The Open 
Day Trophy and Hendry 
Trophy: Isobel MacDonald. 
The McKechnie Trophy: 
Susan Butchard. 

Winter Trophy: Heather 
Raeside, runner up, Brenda 
Livingstone. Cloy Bridge 
Trophy: Jennifer McArthur. 
Club Trophy: Susan Butch-
ard, runner up, Aileen La-
tona. St Elmo Cup: Fiona 
Henderson, runner up, Pat 
Reid. Lad’s Trophy: Gege 
Kroner, runner up, Su-
san Butchard. Wilkie Tro-
phy: Ann J. May, runner up, 
Margaret Roxburgh. Stro-
nach Cup: Isobel MacDon-
ald and Fiona Henderson, 
runners up, Susan Butch-
ard and Heather Raeside. 
Centenary Quaich: Susan 
Butchard, runner up, Ann J 
May. Wright Trophy: Ann 
J May, runner up, Marga-
ret Roxburgh. Helen’s Vas-
es: Gege Kroner and Kay 
Kitson, runners up, Bren-
da Livingstone and Kate 
McAdam. Anniversary 
Shield: Vice- Captain Ann J 
May. Legion Trophy: Ann J 
May, runner up, Aileen La-
tona. Joyce Taylor Trophy: 

Lady prizewinners at Brodick Golf Club.

to competition and a word 

Isobel MacDonald. Scratch 
Cup: Ann J May. Bronze 
Championship: Aileen La-
tona, runner up, Lesley 
Murray. Club champion-
ship: Ann J May, runner up, 
Susan Butchard.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday February 14, Win-
ter Cup. 1 R Traill 81-
18=63, 2 B Sherwood 
78-12=66, 3 D Brookens 
78-10=68 BIH.

Tuesday February 21, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup, CSS 
63, 1 P Betley 39pts, 2 B 
Sherwood 33pts, 3 A Mac-
Donald 28pts.

Fixtures: Saturday March 
4, Lochranza Hotel Cup, 
12noon. Tuesday March 7, 
Winter Cup.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday February 22, 
Wednesday Cup. 1 D Rox-
burgh 68-6=62. There was 
one magic two by Terry 
Raeside.

Arran Golfers
Association
Fixtures: Sunday March 5, 
fi nal round of matches in 
the AGA Winter League/ 
Duncan Trophy at Whit-
ing Bay Golf Club. Shot-
gun start at 10am. Draw: 
Whiting Bay v Machrie, 
Shiskine v Lamlash, Brod-
ick v Corrie. Players are re-
quested to be punctual for 
tee-off as it is a distance to 
get to the tees.

Grant Straiton
Happy 60th Birthday -  04/03/17

Love you now and always Carol xx

SAMS - Fiona
Bart, Jez & Sheila would like 
to express their thanks to all 
who sent cards and letters and 
to thoses who joined us for 
the lovely service at Brodick 
Church followed by the recep-
tion at the Golf Club.  The do-
nations will be split between 
Arran Hospital Supporters 
League and the Beatson.  Spe-
cial thanks to Douglas & Trish 
at the Golf Club and our very 
sincere thanks to Rev Angus 
Adamson and Clair & David 
Hendry for their support and 
assistance at a diffi cult time.
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Runnin’ Blue film is shot on
location in Glen Rosa

Pupils from Arran High 
School will be involved in 
a national schools rugby 
competition at Scotstoun 
Stadium later this month 
when more than 800 young 
people take part in the Scot-
tishPower Warriors Rugby 
Championship.

The schools competition 
which promotes active, 
healthy lifestyles among 
young people will provide 
20 schools from across 
Scotland with the opportu-
nity to play against others 
at a professional club while 
also looking for the future 
stars of the game.

Each school will take part 
in qualifying events played 
at Scotstoun throughout 
March before the winners 
from each day progress to 
the semi-fi nal stages. The 
winners of the semi-fi -
nals which are to be held 
in April will then face off 
at Scotstoun in the fi nal of 
the tournament ahead of the 
1872 Cup clash between 
Glasgow Warriors and Ed-
inburgh Rugby on Saturday 
May 6.

Designed to encourage 
maximum participation 

Local runners from RunArran club are 
featured in the � lm as extras. 01_B08� lm03

Arran runners and the 
spectacular scenery of 
Glen Rosa played host to 
a group of fi lmmakers last 
week shooting their latest 
production. 

Titled Runnin’ Blue the 
fi lm, which is based on a 
runner called Cathy, cen-
tres around the impact that 
music has on her and how 
it affects her bipolar disor-
der.

 Produced by Molly Grif-
fi th of the Royal Conserva-
toire of Scotland and direct-
ed by Carina Haouchine, 
the fi lming involved the 
use of extras from the Run-
Arran group who braved 
the cold weather and joined 
the throng of sound mix-
ers, cameramen and gaffers 
near Glenrosa Water.  

Director Carina said: 
‘Glen Rosa is such an 

amazing location, between 
the forests and the moun-
tains there is such a varie-
ty of beautiful scenery on 
Arran.

‘Special thanks must also 
go to the RunArran group 
for joining us today and be-
ing part of this production.’ 

The fi lm will be screened 
at Cineworld in July and 
will be shown at festivals 
throughout the UK.  

Action! Filmmakers start shooting a scene of Runnin’ Blue in Glen Rosa.
01_B08� lm01

Runners are � lmed with a rear-facing 
camera being held aloft on the 
cameraman’s shoulder. 01_B08� lm02

Arran students unleash 
their Warrior spirit in 
schools rugby competition

and teamwork, the com-
petition format requires 
each school to fi eld an S1 
and S2 boys team, as well 
as an under-15 girls’ team 
with matches between each 
school effectively becom-
ing a ‘best of three’ where 
every game counts. 

The champions will get the 
chance to meet their heroes 
with a team coaching ses-
sion run by Glasgow Warri-
ors stars, as well as getting 
their hands on the Scot-
tishPower Warriors Rugby 
Championship trophy and 
brand new rugby kits for 
their school. Throughout 
the tournament, all schools 
participating will have the 
opportunity to learn from 
the Glasgow Warriors play-
ers within a professional 
environment at Scotstoun.

Eleven members of the Ar-
ran Riding Club braved the 
inclement weather recent-
ly to enjoy an expedition 
to the Giants Graves and a 
blast on the beach as part of 
their February ride out. 

The group, who try to get 
out for a group ride every 
few months during the win-
ter and more often during 
the summer, have recent-
ly enjoyed a forest ride in 
the Roots of Arran forest 
and Glencloy as well as a 
well-attended event in the 
expansive grounds of Brod-
ick Castle which saw more 
than 23 horses and riders 
taking part.

The Arran Riding Club 
also hosts a variety of 
events throughout the year 

Riders on the storm . . .

A rider enjoys a high speed run across the beach. 
Horses and riders wade knee-deep into the sea 
water.

The group take time to pose for a group photo surrounded by mist and drizzle. 
Photos by PhotoGnick Arran

including a pony camp, jun-
ior and teen show and a 
jumping derby.
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 31st December 2014 
and 31st December 2015 for combined print and digital editions was 3,053.

The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.

Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

Sport
Californian 
cycle event
for Arran
Grinduro, an American cy-
cling event looking to ex-
pand across the continent, 
will make its fi rst UK ap-
pearance on Arran during 
July in Lamlash. 

The event, whose exact 
date is still to be confi rmed, 
is likely to be on the week-
end of Friday July 14 and is 
a combination of an endur-
ance cycle race and a grav-
el road race along with a 
weekend of social events. 
Grinduro UK will include 
good food, live music and 
art and cycle exhibitions, 
among many others, some 
of which will be open to the 
public. 

It is anticipated around 
400 entrants will take part 
with most of the cycling 
taking place on Forestry 
Commission land. 

Talks
Accommodation will be 

provided at Arran Outdoor 
Centre, local establishments 
and at campsites - a feature 
of the well-established Cal-
ifornian event which offers 
free camping in its Grindu-
ro village in the picturesque 
Sierra Nevada mountains. 

Organisers are currently 
in talks with various pro-
fessional and governmen-
tal groups on the island, 
along with local business-
es who will be involved in 
service provision, although 
medical staff, vehicles and 
marshals will be brought 
in to fully comply with 
health and safety and risk 
assessments.

Anne hits four hat-tricks 
as Arran tame Wildcats

Arran Ladies 18
Western Wildcats 3s 1

Arran Ladies hockey team 
racked up one of their big-
gest wins since the team re-
formed, putting 18 goals 
past their unfortunate op-
ponents, with Anne Watts 
scoring four hat-tricks.

It was a windy and very 
wet morning when Arran 
Ladies hockey team set off  
with 14 players, coach Phil 
Adams and umpire Pauline 
Reid to play the Western 
Wildcats for the fi rst time 
last Saturday.  

They are a new team to 
the West District fourth di-
vision this year, based at 
Auchenhowie Recreation 
Centre, Milngavie, Glas-
gow. With a delay disem-
barking from the ferry be-
cause of low tides, and 
Saturday traffi c running 
slowly into Glasgow, the 
Arran Ladies were pleased 
to get their start time put 
back to enable them to 

The Western Wildcats made the tactical decision 
to play without a goalkeeper, relying instead on 
defenders. 

Arran’s Anne Watts scores another goal as part of her four hat-trick spree. 

The Western Wildcats scramble in the goal area to 
prevent Anne Watts from scoring again. 

warm up after another long 
coach journey.

From the very fi rst whis-
tle, Arran applied attacking 
pressure to the opposition 
who had decided to play 
with 11 fi eld players and 
no goalkeeper, as they have 
been doing since the begin-
ning of the season last Sep-
tember. This proved to be 
very costly as the Arran for-
wards, Anne Watts, Judith 
Ross and Lorraine Hewie 
all scored in the fi rst half, 
with Anne fi nishing off an 
outstanding 10 of the 12 
goals bringing the half time 
score to 12-0 to Arran.

The second half saw the 
Western Wildcats come 
back with a different team 
format, leaving their cap-
tain and sweeper in front of 
their goals which did prove 
to be more challenging.  

However, Helen Thom-
son soon joined her team-
mate, Anne Watts, who had 
already scored again in the 

fi rst minute, on the score 
sheet with a well-controlled 
collection in the shooting 
‘D’ and a familiar rock-
et shot into the back of the 
goal.   

Much to their credit, the 

young ladies of the West-
ern Wildcats did not stop 
trying and their efforts were 
rewarded with a goal in the 
16th minute as a result of a 
short corner.

Left wing Lorraine Hewie 

had added to her score to-
tal by then and match cap-
tain Anne took the team to 
their fi nal 18 goals with her 
fourth hat-trick of the game.

Dame of the game
Western Wildcats nomi-

nated Anne Watts as their 
man of the match for the 
game and the Arran Ladies 
also voted Anne as their 
dame of the game.

Arran Ladies are away to 
the Loch Lomond 2s today 
(Saturday) at their home 
ground in Helensburgh, 
with a 1pm push back. 

All supporters are very 
much appreciated and 
warmly welcomed.


