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Plans for a new £500,000 ma-
rine discovery centre on Ar-
ran have been unveiled.

The Community of Arran 
Seabed Trust (COAST) has 

Marine discovery 
centre plan rolled 
out for Lamlash

Jenny Stark, Andrew Binnie and Manuela de los Rios show their delight at the prospect of a marine discovery 
centre. 01_b08coast06

confirmed that £100,000 has 
already been raised for the 
venture.

Various buildings and sites 
are being investigated in 
Lamlash. The centre would 
be the favoured location giv-
en the proximity of the No 
Take Zone in Lamlash Bay.

Following feedback from 
the community and visitor 
surveys the demand for a 
discovery centre has been 
acknowledged which will 
educate and inform visitors 
about the seabed and marine 
life around Arran’s coast 
which is now protected by 

the South Arran Marine Pro-
tection Area.

And COAST would like 
input from the local commu-
nity as to what they would 
like to see at the discovery 
centre.

See pages 10 and 11 
for full report.   

Cuts of £13.8m 
agreed as council 
balances the books
North Ayrshire Council this 
week approved a £315mil-
lion budget which, it says, 
will protect key services as 
well as supporting vulnerable 
people, safeguarding edu-
cation for young people and 
help grow the economy. 

But to balance the books 
councillors passed cuts of 
£13.8million which oppo-
nents fear will hit services 
and the pay packets of coun-
cil employees.

Councillors from all 
sides who voted the budget 
through, said the emphasis 
was to protect frontline ser-
vices and to build for the 
future through its extensive 
£275m Capital Investment 
Programme (CAP), which 
includes money for new 
schools, economic regener-
ation and North Ayrshire’s 
core infrastructure.

Councillor Ruth Maguire, 
cabinet member for finance 
and corporate support, said: 
‘We have had to make some 
tough choices this year but, 
despite this, we have still 
managed to produce a budget 
which ensures that key ser-
vices, such as education, re-
main a priority.

‘Indeed, our ambitious CAP 
has a £140m commitment 
to our school estate over the 
next 10 years, which will in-
clude four new schools.’

The budget meeting, in Ir-
vine on Wednesday,  heard 
that £13.8m in savings were 
required due to a £10m re-
duction in core grant. A total 
£6.6m in savings were previ-
ously approved in last year’s 
budget and a robust review 
of services released £5m of 

savings. 
A further £2.2m of saving is 

still required to deliver a bal-
anced budget.

Among the measures ap-
proved to save money, coun-
cillors agreed to reduce clean-
ing in offices and schools 
from five days to four, and 
school meals will have to be 
pre-ordered. Public toilets are 
to be closed, including all au-
tomated facilities on Arran, 
waste recycling facility open-
ing hours are to be cut, and 
the council will stop brine 
treating pavements in winter.

In the budget, £1.4m of 
new monies have been made 
available to support the most 
vulnerable young people, 
while the Health and Social 
Care Partnership will also 
receive almost £7.3m of ad-
ditional funding to meet the 
demand and demograph-
ic pressures. This includes 
delivering a living wage of 
£8.25 per hour for all social 
care workers, including those 
not employed by the council 
from October 1, 2016. 

The £275million CAP will 
see £28m invested across a 
range of projects, including 
£17m to support the Ayrshire 
Growth Deal which could in-
clude the development and/
or improvement of Adrossan 
Harbour and North Shore ar-
eas to deliver a national scale 
regeneration project. Howev-
er, other projects will also be 
vying for the cash.

The GMB says the cuts  
will have a devastating impact 
on employees and will have a 
disproportionate effect on the 
poorest and most vulnerable 
residents of North Ayrshire.

Scottish tapas and locally inspired 
cocktails in a relaxed, fun environment.

open for dinner Thursday - Monday

for reservations 
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.eighteen69.co.uk

Eighteen69_1869 banner box  07/08/2015  15:57  Page 
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport 
£35.00

Prestwick Airport 
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner
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Steel work starts on  
the new Arran ferry

Hearing service 
closure protest
Supporters of Action on 
Hearing Loss Scotland’s Hear 
to Help service, which pro-
vides free community-based 
and home support for 2,000 
NHS hearing aid users across 
Ayrshire & Arran, protested 
about its impending closure 
outside the budget meeting 
of North Ayrshire Council on 
Wednesday. The protest had 
been organised to highlight 
to decision-makers in North 
Ayrshire the impact that the 
closure of the service at the 
end of March will have on the 
everyday lives of hundreds 
of people who have hearing 
loss.

The closure would see the 
loss of the monthly drop in 
service which delivers free 
maintenance for NHS hearing 
aid wearers on Arran. Volun-
teers also visit care homes, 
day care centres and sheltered 
homes and pay home visits 
on the island. 

The charity is concerned 
that, with the closure of Hear 
to Help and other third sector 
services, because of a lack of 
the absence of continuation 
funding from health and so-
cial care, many people with 
hearing or sight loss will not 
receive the support they need. 

Delia Henry, director of Ac-
tion on Hearing Loss Scot-
land, said: ‘We’ve been cam-
paigning to save Ayrshire & 
Arran Hear to Help for more 
than a year now and, despite 
support from MSPs and 
councillors representing all 
parties and recognition from 
local partners, we have not 
been granted any funding to 
continue running our much-
loved service.’

New houses 
approved
A planning application 
to build 10 new detached 
houses in Whiting Bay has 
been approved for the second 
time.

They are to be built on a 
site to the south of Norwood 
Lodge in Middle Road which 
was first given planning 
permission in 2008.

Permission has been 
granted by North Ayrshire 
Council planners to Excel 
(Clyde) Ltd from Rothesay 
with a number of conditions, 
including the installation of 
bollards in Middle Road and 
two new passing places, in-
cluding one on Golf Course 
Road.

No development will be 
allowed on half of the plots 
until a new internal access 
road and private section of 
Middle Road are brought 
up to a standard capable of 
adoption. 

Before any works begin, a 
full appraisal of the site will 
be carried out by the West 
of Scotland Archaeology 
Service after a Bronze Age 
cist with an item of gold was 
found some years ago.

In the face of strong winds on Tuesday, the Arran ferry MV Caledonian Isles was 
diverted from Ardrossan and twice made a crossing to Gourock. This dramatic 
image shows the ship battling through to Brodick on the rough waters of the 
Clyde, having just passed Cloch Lighthouse. It was captured by Anne Mitchell from 
Gourock. 

The first steel for Arran’s new 
ferry and her sister ship was 
cut this week.

The steel-cutting ceremony 
took place at the Ferguson 
shipyard in Port Glasgow, 
where the ships are being 
built.  

Scottish transport minister 
Derek Mackay joined Tom 
Docherty, CEO of Caledo-
nian Maritime Assets Ltd 
(CMAL), and Liam Camp-
bell from Ferguson Marine, 
to push the button to start the 
steel cutting machine. 

The new 100m, roll-on-roll 
off vehicle passenger ferries 
are designed to carry 127 cars 
or 16 HGVs or a combination 
of both and up to 1,000 pas-
sengers. Costing £97 million, 
they will be owned by CMAL 
It is anticipated that the first 
ferry will launch in October 
2017 and is expected to en-
ter service on the Ardrossan 
to Brodick route in the sum-
mer of 2018, with the sec-
ond vessel following a few 
months later. The vessels are 
currently known as hulls 801 
and 802 and CMAL will run 
a competition later in the year 
to name the new ferries.

The ferries will be dual-fuel 
vessels so they can operate on 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
and marine gas oil.  LNG is 
significantly cleaner and has 
been adopted by ferry oper-
ators in Northern Europe in 
response to tighter emissions 
regulations.  FMEL will un-

dertake the detailed design 
and construction work of the 
new vessels in Scotland, as 
well as their testing, equip-
ping, launching and delivery.  

At the ceremony Erik Øster-
gaard, chairman of CMAL, 
said: ‘Today’s steel cutting 
marks an exciting stage of 
the ferry building process 
as work gets under way on 
construction of the first ves-
sel.  The vessels are dual-fuel 
ferries, allowing them to use 
cleaner fuel and future-proof-
ing them for the advent of 

Mr Mackay added: ‘I’m 
delighted to help cut the first 
steel for these new ferries, 
marking the start of construc-
tion on this massive project 
that has brought large ship-
building back to the Clyde.  
The Scottish Government is 
committed to creating the vi-
tal jobs needed to boost local 
economies and help stimulate 
growth across Scotland. This 
£97 million contract means 
Ferguson Marine can retain 
its 150-strong workforce, as 
well as take on more staff.’

tighter regulations around 
sulphur emissions and allow-
ing greater flexibility over fu-
ture fuel costs.

‘The new ferries will pro-
vide a lifeline ferry service 
for the communities they will 
serve and are currently ear-
marked for the crossing be-
tween Ardrossan and Brodick 
and on the Uig triangle route, 
although the final decision on 
vessel deployment rests with 
the ferry operator.  We look 
forward to taking delivery of 
the ferries in 2018.’

Ferry battles on through the storms
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42

Glasgow Airport £35

Prestwick Airport £25

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £32

Troon Harbour £22

Kilmarnock £23

Ayr £28
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service

www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Call the Banner o�  ce for great 
deals on Trade Classi� eds and 
get your business seen locally, 

WEEK IN, WEEK OUT.

Tel: 01770 302142

It is a story of community 
minded people at a communi-
ty minded Co-operative store 
that has raised funds and 
sponsorship for a defi brillator 
that can be used by members 
of the community and the 
general public in case of an 
emergency. 

Now the 20th defi brillator 
has been handed over to the 
small Co-op in Brodick.

It all started when a long- 
serving member of the 
Brodick Co-op, Ian Pyott, 
suffered a heart attack and 
had a chance encounter with 
Co-op chief executive Steve 
Murrells. An idea was born 
to fundraise for a charitable 
cause and to give something 
back to the community.

Ian, along with colleagues 
Carol and Mark Harwood, 
decided to support a commu-
nity initiative called the Arran 
Defi brillator Project which 

Brodick Castle 
hosts wedding 
fair on Sunday
On Sunday Brodick Castle is 
holding its fi rst wedding fair 
from 2pm until 4pm.

On the day, the stunning 
National Trust for Scotland 
venue will be dressed, both 
inside and out, for a wed-
ding.

Whether it’s the splendour 
of the Victorian drawing 
room or the fl ower-fi lled 
surroundings of the walled 
garden that you desire, the 
castle’s friendly and experi-
enced team will be on hand 
to help you start planning 
your perfect day.

Florists, photographers and 
pipers, as well as suppliers 
from around the island, will 
also be there to give you an 
idea of what they have to 
offer to make your wedding 
perfect.

Fi Rennie with Provost 
Sturgeon and the 
other winners at the 
competition in Irvine. 

Two Arran youngsters have 
hit the right note with musical 
success on the mainland.

Fi Rennie and Emily Divine 
both fi nished runners up in 
competitions held by North 
Ayrshire Council’s Music 
Service.

At the Young Singer of the 
Year 2016 event held last 
Tuesday in Irvine, Fi Ren-
nie was one of two runners 
up in the competition won 
by Aidan McGrath from St 
Matthew’s Academy. On the 

Arran singers hit the right note
same night Lauren Northcor-
pe from Auchenharvie Acad-
emy, picked up the winning 
trophy for Young Musician 
of the Year after facing tough 
competition from eight other 
fi nalists.

Two days later the Young 
Pop and Rock Musician of 
the Year competition was 
held and after much deliber-
ation from the judges, Sarah 
Davidson and Stephanie Mc-
Clintick from Auchenharvie 

Academy took home the win-
ning title with Emily named 
one of two runners up.

Provost Joan Sturgeon, who 
presented the prizes, said: 
‘I’ve being coming to these 
events for some time now 
and it never fails to amaze 
me just how many talented 
young people we have within 
our schools. 

‘This competition is a great 
way of showcasing just how 
spectacular they all are. 

‘Well done also goes to our 
music service for doing a 
fantastic job in staging these 
events and making sure the 
kids are given all the tuition 
and preparation they need to 
put on a great performance.

‘I think we have many 
young stars to look out for in 
the future.’

Community action gets 
20th defibrillator on
the island 

Fiona Laing joined Ian Pyott in handing over a community access de� brillator to 
store manager Shona Fowler and sta�  member David Cochrane. 01_b08de� b01

REPORT
by COLIN SMEETON

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

supplies community access 
defi brillators (CAD) to vari-
ous public places around the 
island. The project, driven by 
fi rst responder Fiona Laing 
and paramedic Emma Camp-
bell, has now secured 20 
of the life-saving machines 
across the island - three years 
after the fi rst defi brillator was 
put in place.

According to the project, 
for every minute that a pa-
tient in cardiac arrest is de-
nied the use of a defi brillator 
their chance of survival de-
creases by 10 per cent. Ian 
said: ‘After my heart attack 
I wanted to do something to 
give back to the community 
that supported me in my time 
of need. I could not have 
done it without the help of 
Fiona and Emma so I must 
say a very special thank you 
to them and especially to all 
of the customers, friends and 
supporters who so generous-
ly donated to such a worth-
while cause.’

After a sponsored event, 

which saw Ian shave his im-
pressive moustache off af-
ter 30 years, he raised more 
than £1,000 for a CAD for 
the Lamlash store and some 
of the funds raised have now 
contributed to the machine 
which was presented to Sho-
na Fowler, store manager of 
the small Co-op store.

At the offi cial hand over of 
the machine, Fiona provided 
staff with some training on 
using the machine and ex-
plained that if people are not 
able to drop into any of the 
training sessions that are reg-
ularly held across the island 
they need not be concerned. 

She said: ‘Training is not 

absolutely necessary to make 
use of the machine. The CAD 
will talk you through the pro-
cess. In an emergency situ-
ation, once you have called 
999, the person on the other 
end of the line will also be 
able to help you and they will 
stay on the line to talk you 
through it.’

E 

WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY

CALL 01770 302 968
FOR DINNER and

ACCOMMODATION
RESERVATIONS

ARRAN LARDER
Menu &

Daily Specials

For Coffee, Cakes, Snacks, 
Lunches & Dinners 

FOOD SERVED UNTIL 9.30pm
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Scottish explorer and televi-
sion personality Paul Murton, 
who presents a series of tel-
evision programmes called 
Grand Tours of Scotland, 
repeated an episode about 
Arran called Scotland in Min-
iature on BBC4 earlier this 
week. 

First aired in 2012, the epi-
sode was another opportunity 
for viewers to see the pro-
gramme which featured a few 
Arran locals and which was 
so well received when it fi rst 
aired.  

During the 30-minute epi-

Once again the Arran branch 
of Save the Children held 
its annual cheese and wine 
evening in the comfortable 
surroundings of Brodick Golf 
Club. 

Chairwoman Carol Burge 
welcomed everyone and 
highlighted the work they 
were supporting by their 
presence. 

The usual generous raffl e 
took place and raised the sum 
of £245. A bottle of whisky 
was raffl ed and realised £71. 

Island shown at its best 
in Murton’s TV show

Paul Murton visits the grave of Goatfell murder victim 
Edwin Rose. Images courtesy BBC Scotland

Lucy Wallace and Paul Murton catch a glimpse of a sea 
otter. 

sode, which takes in all of the 
major sights and highlights of 
Arran, the presenter met with 
local historian Stuart Gough, 
wildlife enthusiast Lucy Wal-
lace, and explorer Calum Mc-
Nicol, who took him to see 
the world-famous Hutton’s 
Unconformity by sea kayak, 
which despite the thousands 
of geologists that visit it every 
year, left Paul distinctly un-
derwhelmed. 

Calum explained that de-
spite it’s relatively normal 
appearance, the discovery had 
major implications for the sci-

entifi c community in the 18th 
century and turned the under-
standing of the natural world 
on its head. 

Spotting a wild otter in 
Kildonan and learning from 
Lucy that otter numbers were 
anecdotally on the rise on 
Arran appeared to excite the 
presenter more as he contin-
ued on his clockwise whistle 
-stop tour of the island. 

Speaking with Lady Jean 
FForde at the Brodick Castle, 
the show also featured some 
special photographs from 
Lady Jean’s private collec-
tion of Prince Rainier and her 
family enjoying family life 
on Arran in the 1930s. Some 
of the pictures from the time 
showed historical scenes of 
Brodick beach and the beach 
huts that occupied the bay be-
fore their sad demise.

In what seemed like a thor-
ough visit, the programme 
featured many of the pan-
oramic views and stunning 
vistas that islanders might, 
through familiarity, overlook 
and forget about. Being an 

experienced mountain climb-
er, Paul reached the peak of 
Goatfell. But when unfavour-
able weather threatened, he 
sensibly decided to curtail 
his exploring of the mountain 
range, braving the weather on 
Cleats Shore instead. 

Ending on a slightly humor-
ous note, the presenter then 

gave a historical account of 
the origins of Scotland’s only 
offi cial nudist beach before 
taking a slightly risqué dip in 
the ocean.

The episode is available on 
the BBC iplayer for the next 
28 days. Series three contin-
ues on BBC4 next Monday at 
7.30pm.

The delightful bu� et at the Save the Children annual 
cheese and wine evening. 

Save the Children evening raises £1,171
This year an added attrac-

tion was a silent auction. Sev-
eral items were offered for 
sale, going to the highest bid-
der. This brought in another 
£225. Altogether the evening 
raised £1,171.

Carol concluded the evening 
by thanking Brodick Golf 
Club for kindly allowing the 
charity the use of its facilities. 
The support and generosity 
of all present was also much 
appreciated by Carol and the 
committee.

Arran Eco Park 
plan unveiled
Eco Savvy is ready to 
present his big idea for an 
Arran Eco Park for learning, 
leisure, health and recreation, 
supported by a CHP renew-
able energy project.

But he needs to be sure 
of the community support 
to proceed and invites you 
to come along to a public 
meeting where Eco Savvy 
will present his ideas, hold a 
questions and answers ses-
sion followed by an oppor-
tunity for you to contribute 
your ideas and assist with a 
brief survey. 

The meeting will be held 
on Saturday, February 27, 
at 1.30pm in Brodick Hall. 
Eco Savvy says: ‘Please join 
us and help to make Arran a 
greener and more sustainable 
island.’
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ScottishField
®

2016

Gala Dinner  
& AWARDS
31 March 2016   
Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh

SEE YOU 
THERE!

To buy tickets visit:
www.scottishruralawards.org 

Hosted by

FRED MACAULAYFRED MACAULAY
• Fizz reception

•  Three-course meal, including a 
half bottle of wine per person

•  Network with inspirational 
businesses from across Scotland

Young talent will be to the 
fore at the Isle of Arran One 
Act Drama Festival next 
week. 

There is a healthy look to 
this year’s event which re-
turns with nine plays, fi ve of 
which are youth plays, over 
the three-day festival which 
starts on Thursday February 
25. It will kick off with a pan-
tomime performed by all 31 
pupils of Shiskine Primary 
School. 

This year will see the return 
of the Pirnmill Players who, 

Booking plea with Cold Water 
conference approaching fast
With less than a month to go 
spaces are fi lling up fast for 
this year’s Cold Water Islands 
Tourism (CWIT) conference 
with local businesses being 
urged not to delay booking 
for the three-day event.

Hosted for the second time 
on Arran, the theme this year 
is Innovation, Architecture 
and Design, tying in with the 
Scottish themed year. Speak-
ers from home and abroad 
include architects, artists, 
tourism experts, environmen-
talists and academics.

Joining keynote speakers 
such as Claus Rex of Dag-
nor, and Gordon Young, artist 
and designer of the Comedy 
Carpet, will be the enigmatic 
Julian Jenkins, CEO of Fan-
alyse.  

Julian will co-chair the 
event with international tour-
ism expert Terry Stevens and 
Christel Seyfarth, knitwear 
designer and creator of Fano 
International Knit Festival, 
which now attracts more than 

10,000 enthusiasts, and who 
has noted what a positive im-
pact CWIT2015 has had on 
her business.  

Christel said: ‘It has been 
very rewarding to be part of 
CWIT, and we are looking 
forward to coming back in 
March. 

‘As a direct result of 
CWIT2015, I have just fi nal-
ised the programme for an 
annual Loch Ness Knit Fes-
tival and the entire business 
community there is working 
closely together.  In 2017, 
another knit-festival will be 
added, on the Isle of Arran.’

The conference is aimed 
at destination organisations, 
professionals, designers, 
academics and indeed any-
one with an interest in tour-
ism, economic development 
and design in the somewhat 
colder - and wetter - climate 
of northern Europe. Book-
ings are being taken now 
and the full programme can 
be viewed on the website 

- www.cwit2016.com. This 
year’s conference starts with 
a Taste of Arran buffet at the 
award-winning Arran Dis-
tillery Visitor Centre, where 
its managing director Euan 
Mitchell will offer an insight 
into the development of the 
distillery itself.

The rest of the conference 
will take place in Arran High 
School’s community theatre, 
and is once again supported 
by North Ayrshire Council, 
CalMac, VisitScotland, HIE 
and VisitArran.

Councillor Willie Gibson, 
Leader of North Ayrshire 
Council, said: ‘Following the 
overwhelming success of last 
year’s event, we are delighted 
the conference will be hosted 
on the beautiful Isle of Arran 
again this year.

‘North Ayrshire Council is 
proud to sponsor the event 
and look forward to hear-
ing from the wide variety 
of speakers from home and 
abroad.’

School panto performance to 
kick off drama festival

A woeful scene from last year’s Shiskine SWI performance of  Darlings You Were 
Wonderful.  01_b08drama01

Prizewinners at last year’s drama festival. 01_b08drama02

after a break of fi ve years, 
will be performing Seize the 
Day, a comedy written by 
Wilma Morton featuring El-
speth MacDonald and Wilma 
Morton who are well estab-
lished faces on the drama fes-
tival scene. 

Ron Nicol, another well 
known face and award win-
ning playwright, will be adju-
dicating at the festival. Ron, 
who started his career with 
Lyric players while a student 
at Queen’s University, Bel-
fast, had originally planned 

on taking a break from ad-
judicating but he could not 
resist the pull of Arran and 
having written numerous 
plays for youth theatre, will 
undoubtedly enjoy all of the 
youth plays on offer.  

On the opening night the 
audience will be treated to 
Death by Murderous Means, 
another comedy written by 
David Welsh and performed 
by Lamlash Junior Drama 
Club before the club’s adults 
perform Sequence of Events, 
a drama written by George 

MacEwan Green.  On Friday 
Shiskine Junior Drama Club 
will present Knock, Knock, 
Knock, the Bob Eccles com-
edy before Pirnmill Players 
Seize the Day and Armed 
Robbery for Dummies, a 
comedy written by Paul Ro-
man and performed by Whit-
ing Bay Drama Club. 

On the fi nal night on Satur-

day, Shiskine Junior Drama 
Club will perform All by My-
self written by Robert Scott 
and Reunion on Gallows Hill, 
a drama written by Tim Kel-
ly, will be performed by Lam-
lash Junior Drama Club.

The fi nal performance will 
be Daisy Markham, a drama 
written by Janis Sampson and 
performed by Shiskine SWI 

who were fi rst and second 
place winners at the one act 
drama festival in Selkirk last 
November. 

Once the curtain falls on the 
fi nal act, Ron will give his 
summary of the performances 
of the festival. 

This will be followed up 
with the presentation of tro-
phies. 
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www.scottishfield.co.uk
WIN A 3-DAY GOLF & FOOD BREAK

MARCH 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

MARCH 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Lord Campbell
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Pirnmill and Sliddery set to 
join the broadband roll-out

Nominations 
sought for 
National 
Lottery awards
Two island projects received 
National Lottery grants last 
year. 

Arran Junior Sailing Club 
received £5,420 to buy a 
fi ve-person coastal rowing 
skiff kit and Lamlash Prima-
ry School Parent Council re-
ceived £735 to run swimming 
lessons for pupils.

Now these two groups, 
along with any organisation 
that has ever received Na-
tional Lottery funding, have 
the possibility of gaining na-
tionwide acclaim by entering 
The National Lottery Awards 
2016. 

National Lottery Awards 
winners will receive a £3,000 
cash prize and national recog-
nition at a ceremony broad-
cast on BBC One in October.

John Barrowman, presenter 
of last year’s National Lottery 
Awards show, said: ‘The Na-
tional Lottery Awards offer 
an unmissable opportunity 
to give outstanding projects 
their time to shine. 

‘If you can think of a great 
Lottery-funded project, 
please nominate them for an 
award.’

National Lottery Awards are 
given across seven catego-
ries; sport, heritage, arts, en-
vironment, health, education 
and voluntary/charity, to re-
fl ect the range of funding that 
the Lottery gives out.

If you wish to nominate 
your favourite project in 
this year’s National Lottery 
Awards, tweet @LottoGood-
Causes with your suggestions 
or call 0207 293 3599  to fi nd 
out more and to enter. 

Entries must be received by 
midnight on March 9.

More areas on Arran will 
soon have their fastest-ever 
broadband speed through the 
Digital Scotland Superfast 
Broadband project.

Work is to begin over the 
next six months to add to the 
growing number of locations 
where services are live, or 
build is underway, with Pirn-
mill and Sliddery set to be 
ready to receive broadband 
speeds of 80Mbps by the 
summer.

To benefi t from the faster 
connection speeds when they 
are available, residents need 
to sign up for a fi bre service 
with their chosen provider, as 
upgrades aren’t automatic. 

Stuart Robertson, HIE’s 
director of digital, said: ‘It’s 
great to see the fi bre cabinets 
coming through in more and 
more locations across the re-
gion.

‘We are seeing increasingly 
smaller communities drawn 
in and are tackling some chal-
lenging geographies to reach 
people.’

Much of the work planned 
for upgrades is now on ‘Ex-
change Only’ (EO) lines, a 
historic legacy of the cop-

Arran residents took part a survey com-
paring island life with urban life when the 
North Ayrshire Citizens Advice Service, 
(NACAS) bus visited the island last week.

The bus visited Brodick, Lamlash, Whit-
ing Bay, Blackwaterfoot and Lochranza 
asking questions, in its survey, about the 
cost of living, transport, facilities and the 
availability of utilities on Arran.

The results of the month long survey, 
which it will publish on its website at 
nacasadvice.org.uk, should be available 

towards the end of March and will help 
NACAS get an insight into the cost of 
living in a rural community compared to 
urban areas. 

The results of the survey will also help 
in providing current and relevant advice to 
people that use its services.   

If you were unable to complete the con-
fi dential survey when the bus visited, it is 
still available at Brodick Library for a few 
weeks for anyone that may wish to take 
part. 

Island life survey bus visits Arran

per network which present 
unique engineering challeng-
es. They run directly from 
the exchange to homes and 
business premises, bypassing 
the usual road-side cabinets 
which are a vital part of the 
fi bre rollout.

Engineers have worked out 
an innovative way to inte-
grate these lines into the fi bre 
rollout, rearranging the exist-
ing network and laying hun-
dreds of metres of new cables 
to reroute the lines through 
extra road-side cabinets, to 
overcome the hurdle.

Liz Mallinson, BT Scot-
land’s fi bre broadband direc-
tor, added: ‘We’re excited to 
be bringing fi bre technology 
to more places in the High-
lands and islands, especially 
as it involves overcoming 
the technical challenge in the 
shape of EO lines. 

‘We’re also urging local 
people to check if they’re 
among the thousands who 
can already get high speed 
services. There’s lots of com-
petition in the broadband 
market and people may be 
pleasantly surprised to dis-
cover they could be surfi ng 

at much higher speeds at a 
similar cost to their current 
service. Once you’ve tried 
superfast broadband, you’ll 
never look back.’

Funded
The £146 million invest-

ment that has been funded 
by the Scottish government, 

the UK government and the 
Highlands and Islands En-
terprise and BT, has already 
brought high speed fi bre optic 
internet to more than 1,400 
premises on Arran. Plans at 
present are to cover 97 per 
cent of the island with a small 
area around Machrie being 

excluded for topographical 
reasons. 

To fi nd out if your premises 
is able to be connected to the 
new fi bre network and to fi nd 
out delivery timescales cus-
tomers can use the availabili-
ty checker at: www.hie.co.uk/
whereandwhen.

It pays to advertise in the Arran Banner

LOCHRANZA AND CATACOL 
VILLAGE HALL

BURNS
SUPPER

Due to unforeseen circumstances this supper 
has been cancelled.  Sincere apologies to all 
inconvenienced and disappointed.  For ticket 

refunds phone 830243.  It is planned that it will 
be rescheduled for January 2017 hopefully with 

the same guest speakers and artistes.
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Today (Saturday) volunteers will be planting 
Arran Whitebeam on the community land 
above Whiting Bay.
 Anyone interested is welcome to come along 
and join in to help to save this unique Arran 
tree. 

There will be 20 trees arriving, of which 
they hope to plant at least five in a safe fenced 
area away from hungry deer.

 Any trees that are not planted this week-
end will be safe in the new tree nursery on 
the side of the barn until they are able to be 
planted. 

Volunteers are requested to meet at the Barn 
field from 11am, wear sturdy shoes/boots, 
and bring their own drinks, snacks will be 
provided. Children must be accompanied by 
an adult.

Arran youth worker Graeme 
Johnston, who commutes 
every day from the mainland, 
has made it to the finals of the 
National Youth Worker of the 
Year Awards 2016 in Glas-
gow next month.  

Graeme has been nominat-
ed for his work with young 
people on the island. Since 
he took up his post with 
Arran Youth Foundations 
(AYF), the project now has 
180 youngsters involved and 
there’s been an incredible 
growth in the group’s activi-
ties, attendance and resourc-
es, thanks to his enthusiasm 
and hard work. 

He has raised more than 
£100,000 for AYF and this 
work has supported local 
youngsters to learn education-
al, physical and social skills, 
and build friendships through 
different activities including 
film-making, culinary skill, 
peer education, the youth fo-
rum and mainland trips. 

Local youngster, Ross Dob-
son, who nominated Graeme 

A former Arran resident had 
a rather special treat on her 
90th birthday, a visit from the 
New Zealand Prime Minister 
John Key

Jessie Robb who used to 
live in Alma Terrace in Brod-
ick, and is the sister of Will-
ma Pirie, recently celebrated 
her landmark birthday in 
Auckland, New Zealand.

 As it was a special birthday 
it was celebrated in style at 
The Langham Hotel in the 
city where she got a surprise 
visit from Mr Key, which was 
the icing on the cake.

When asked by Mr Key: 
‘What is your recipe to long 
life?’ Her reply was ‘a wee 
dram of the finest Arran whis-
ky!’

The Prime Minister’s de-
partment posted the photo on 
his official Facebook page 
and she received more than 
500 likes, and messages from 
all over New Zealand and be-
yond.

All set for 
music festival 
The 2016 Arran Music Fes-
tival takes place next week 
from Wednesday, February 
24 at 9.30am until Friday, 
February 26 at 2.30pm.

The opening classes are 
verse speaking and the 
adjudicator this year is Jim 
Gibson. The programme then 
moves to music classes and 
the organisers are delighted 
to welcome Derek Norval 
back to adjudicate. The Scot-
tish Country Dance classes 
are on Friday morning and 
will be adjudicated by James 
Hill.

Ticket prices for the 87th 
festival are: single session 
£2, all day £4 and a season 
ticket is £6.

The musical accompani-
ment is, as always, provided 
by Lorna Buchanan and if 
you have not already done 
so and require accompani-
ment, please ensure copies of 
music are provided.

Everyone is welcome to 
what is always an entertain-
ing event.

Youth worker in bid to 
pick up national award

 Graeme Johnston is vying for the youth worker award.

for this award said: ‘Graeme 
stands out as a thoughtful, 
caring, funny gentleman, 
who’s made a massive im-
pact on my life and many 
other young people on Arran. 
There’s 180-plus young folk 
registered with the fantastic 
Arran Youth Foundations, 
and he cares about them all 
and knows everyone of us 
inside out. He always ensures 
we are taking part in different 
experiences and this year he 
has organised 20 trips which 
were full of memories and 
laughs.

‘He sails back and forth to 
the island five times a week, 
even in rough weather and 
often gets stuck, which just 
goes to show how dedicated 
he is.’

Commenting, Jim Sweeney, 
chief executive of YouthLink 
Scotland, said: ‘It’s great to 
see all the categories packed 
with nominations from in-
credible projects and individ-
uals across the country, whose 
commitment and vision really 

does change young people’s 
lives for the better.’

Aileen Campbell MSP, min-
ister for children and young 
people, said: ‘Over the last 
12 months, we have seen 
some fantastic examples of 
youth work making an im-
mense contribution to our 
communities and this year’s 
awards will rightly showcase 
some of that work. With re-
cord achievement in youth 
work awards, it’s clear great 
things are happening in the 
youth work sector. I’m look-
ing forward to finding out 
more about the often-unseen 
heroes who have contributed 
so positively to our commu-
nities over the last year.’

The awards dinner to an-
nounce and celebrate the 
achievements of the 31 final-
ists will be held on Thursday, 
March 10 at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in Glasgow. The event 
will be hosted by broadcast-
er and Forth One DJ, Arlene 
Stuart and the awards pre-
sented by Ms Campbell.

Arran Whitebeam to be planted

Surprise visitor for Jessie’s birthday 

Jessie Robb pictured with New Zealand Prime Minister 
John Key.

Care in the 
Community on 
Arran provide a 
range of essential 
services to 
residents across 
the island but 
how well known 
are they?

Next week we will 
highlight these vital 
services.
If you would like 
more information to 
advertise and be part 
of this feature then  
please call Laura on 
01770 302142 or 
email: adverts@
arranbanner.co.uk
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,  
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire  
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined  
for the island

We deliver the goods
n� �cus�

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
any of the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; 
telephoning the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the mat-
ter. You can either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email 
inquiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals 
with complaints from the public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘God is a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, 
slow to anger and abounding in love.’ (Nehemiah 9:17)

Timber support
Sir,
As someone with one time 
family links to Machrie – my 
mother’s family farmed at 
Cosyden for three genera-
tions – I am surprised to read 
of the level of opposition 
from Machrie residents and 
other island organisations to 
the proposal of the Forestry 
Commission to extract timber 
from a slipway at Machrie. 

To prosper Arran needs to 
be more than a museum piece 
and forestry work contributes 
to the island economy. The 
major advantage of the pro-
posal will be the avoidance of 
additional heavy traffic on the 
longer and busier route over 
the String to Brodick. While 
there is genuine concern 
about heavy lorries using the 
Machrie road, in my view 
a more positive approach 
would be to support the pro-
posal on condition that the 
Commission agrees to pro-
vide funding to improve and 
maintain the Machrie road, 
possibly with the addition of 
some new passing places at 
narrow sections.

Yours,
Iain Glen
Blackwaterfoot

Goatfell goats
Sir,
As a regular visitor to Arran 
for many years I wish to of-
fer the constructive sugges-
tion of stocking the mountain 
once more with a few goats, 
which of course it is named 
after.

They could either be al-
lowed to roam free as deer or 
in a compound. This would 
be an added attraction to visi-
tors as people feel let down to 
discover that there have been 
no goats on the mountain 
for years when they walk or 
climb to the summit.

Many townships are proud 
of their mountain which are 
much smaller than Goatfell, 
they provide a leaflet explain-
ing its history. I am sure that 
this would benefit Arran.

Yours,
Tom Ward
Kilmarnock

Student help
Sir,
With the recent controversy 

involving Age UK, we see 
again the problem of people 
who are not computer liter-
ate; changing supplier is not 
always easy. 

Would it be possible for 
the school computer studies 
class to use the switching of 
all aspects of household sup-
plies as a project – best phone 
deal according to type of us-
age, electricity according to 
needs, direct debits, length of 
contract etc? Could the stu-
dents then offer services to 
local residents less confident 
with online systems? 

I appreciate there is a secu-
rity issue with regard to giv-
ing out bank details etc, but 
with guidelines this could be 
overcome. 

Students could also advise 
on how to avoid scams and 
perhaps offer facilities for 
people to Skype distant rela-
tives etc. 
 It is worth approaching the 
companies to explain the idea 
and see if they can assist. 
It would be good PR for a 
power company. It might be 
worth them making some real 
effort to help and possibly of-
fer special deals.            

Yours,
Marc A Head, 
Whiting Bay

Project fear
Sir,
I was recently amused to 
obtain an election leaflet 
through my letter box from 
the local branch of the Con-
servative Party, imploring 
me to ‘Say No to a second 
referendum’, whilst affirming 
that Labour and the LibDems 
‘have dropped their opposi-
tion to independence’’.

I must admit to being slight-
ly confused, for I was under 
the impression that the elec-
tion in May was actually 
to vote for a government at 
Holyrood for the next five 
years. I did try in vain to 
look for a policy, any policy, 
on the leaflet that the Tories 
might wish to implement 
should they win the election, 
but none was to be found.

The lack of effort from the 
Conservative Party to explain 
any policies on their leaflets 
chimes neatly with recent ar-
ticles in the local press. A few 

weeks ago, in late December, 
it was widely announced that 
Conservative candidate Jamie 
Greene would be inheriting 
Annabel Goldie’s seat when 
she retires, rather than cam-
paigning for one, whilst the 
sum total of his interventions 
in recent editions of the press 
has effectively been to say 
‘SNP Bad’ without actually 
clarifying why it should be 
‘Conservative Good’.

I’m not sure if it is still 
the case that Mr Greene is 
currently based in England, 
which may help to explain 
his desire to let the Tory list 
do the work for him, rather 
than to actually try to earn the 
trust of the local electorate, 
but I suspect it is more likely 
that the Conservatives’ record 
to date is one that nobody in 
their right mind would be 
proud to campaign on.

In Westminster, they are 
attacking the least well off 
in our society on a daily ba-
sis, as their colleagues in 
Holyrood applaud, and are 
systematically trying to dec-
imate our renewable energy 
industry. They have betrayed 
our pensioners, especially fu-
ture women pensioners, now 
being forced to work many 
more years before retirement. 
They are trying to impose a 
fiscal framework on Scotland 
that will seriously weaken 
any provisions of the Scot-
land Bill to strengthen the 
economic prospects of this 
country, whilst selling off 
publicly owned services to 
their friends at rock bottom 
prices. 

With that record, I sym-
pathise with how they must 
feel. But rather than continu-
ing to pay for expensive Pro-
ject Fear leaflets, perhaps the 
Conservative Party might be 
better off employed by pay-
ing penance for all the harm 

that it is doing to this country, 
and to the rest of Britain?

Yours,
Chris Paton
Largs

Stroke awards
Sir, 
After the devastating mo-
ment when a stroke strikes, 
the healing process can be a 
labour that takes a life-time. 
It takes mettle, tenacity and 
patience, not only from the 
survivor but a legion of fam-
ily, friends, medical profes-
sionals to reassemble the 
fragments of yourself. 

The Life After Stroke 
Awards are an opportunity 
to recognise the courage of 
stroke survivors and their 
supporters everywhere. I 
would like to urge anyone 
who knows an undaunted 
stroke survivor or a remark-
able carer to nominate that 
person for a Life After Stroke 
Award today. 

There are around 121,000 
stroke survivors living in 
Scotland, which means there 
are a lot of unsung heroes 
who deserve recognition and 
celebration. Nominations for 
the awards are open until 30 
April 2016. For more infor-
mation, go to www.stroke.
org.uk/lasa.

Sincerely, 
Andrew Marr
On behalf of the
Stroke Association

Linkspan cost
Sir,
I thought that you might be 

interested in this picture of 
our car loading onto the Arran 
ferry circa 1936. Back then 
the linkspan must have cost 
about £2 in boards, compared 
to the modern day equivalent 
of £5 to £7 million.

Yours,
Ian Ferguson
Corrie

A car boarding the Arran ferry in 1936.  

A world of discovery 
The exciting announcement of a new marine discovery 
centre in Lamlash is yet more great news of Arran organi-
sations leading the charge in establishing themselves firm-
ly as modern and forward thinking.

Through teamwork and community involvement, they 
believe they not only can they prosper, but also lead the 
brigade through their efforts.

The Community of Arran Seabed Trust (COAST) has 
already forged its way to becoming one of the UK’s lead-
ing marine conservation organisations, having established 
Scotland’s first No Take Zone and the first community-led 
Marine Protected Area.

Now it has announced the building of a discovery cen-
tre in Lamlash which, as well as attracting more tourists 
and bring more business to the island, will undoubtedly 
attract other conservation groups looking to follow its fine 
example.

Far from shouting from the rooftops about its remark-
able achievements, the trust’s core focus is in protecting 
and conserving our marine heritage and also the altruistic 
goals of training, education and informing schools, univer-
sities and the general public about conservation through 
the educational programmes involving local schools and 
interested groups.

The planned discovery centre will follow similar prin-
cipals to the hugely successful and community oriented 
Island Bay Marine Education Centre in New Zealand. Its  
motto is: ‘If you know what’s there, then you’ll care!’. The 
education centre in New Zealand, which has been up and 
running for 20 year, has attracted more than 400,000 visi-
tors and has provided education programmes to more than 
25,000 visitors per year.

Much like our own local conservation equivalent, it has 
been responsible for beach clean ups and enrichment pro-
grammes that benefit the communities in which they oper-
ate. Both organisations, too, provide useful research data 
and surveys, which benefit related industries and organi-
sations that contributes to an understanding of the status 
of our marine environments and its sea life, the results of 
which have a huge impact on shaping and forming policy 
to protect our natural heritage.      

While there has been opposition by some sectors in the 
fishing industry to the new South Arran MPA and the oth-
ers, there can surely be no opposition to a discovery centre 
which through its valuable work will contribute to the is-
land economy, the education of our children and become 
yet another reason to attract people to come and experi-
ence the many joys of our island community.    
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Continual training and prac-
tise hones the skills and 
abilities of members of Ar-
ran Mountain Rescue Team, 
(AMRT), who need their 
skills and training to be in-
stinctive when they are re-
quired in an emergency situ-
ation.

Remote areas 
A large part of their work in-
volves navigating to injured 
and distressed individuals, 
who fi nd themselves in inac-
cessible and remote areas that 
are diffi cult to access. 

To train for these eventu-
alities, AMRT completed a 
night time navigation exer-
cise recently on the steep hill-

The much-loved, historic lit-
tle church, manse and cottage 
which occupy the site behind 
Sannox Beach are at the cen-
tre of an ongoing renovation 
and restoration project. 

The exciting development 
of this project began in 2012 
when the church and build-

Rescue team makes some night moves

One of the groups studying a map. 

Making the most of a 
head torch on the night 
exercise. 
Photos by Lucy Wallace and Kirstie Smith.

side of Urie Loch high above 
Lamlash. 

Team members split into 
small groups, some navigat-
ing with a Satmap GPS unit 
and other groups with a tradi-
tional map and compass.

The GPS group set out to 
fi nd exact markers which had 
been placed earlier in the day, 
whereas the groups navigat-
ing with map and compass 
set out to fi nd features on 
the map, working their way 
across the hillside until the 
Urie Loch path was reached.

Members reported a useful 
and great evening’s training 
albeit with some very boggy 
boots at the end of the night.

Open day to show new life at 
Sannox Church

The refurbished lounge in Dundarroch Cottage.

Sannox Church is to be renovated in phase two. 

ings on the site became San-
nox Christian Centre, a regis-
tered charity.

Plans were drawn up and 
approved to renovate the ex-
isting buildings and develop 
new buildings on the site.

The fi rst phase of the plans, 
the renovation of Dundarroch 

Cottage as self-catering ac-
commodation, has now been 
completed and offers four 
high specifi cation twin, en-
suite bedrooms, an attractive 
lounge with wood burning 
stove, a dining area and kitch-
en.

To mark the completion of 

Dundarroch Cottage, the 
centre is hosting an open 
day on Saturday March 5 be-
tween 10am and 3pm.

The centre is a place of 
Christian prayer and wor-
ship and is open to all who 
seek to fi nd rest and restora-
tion and like the old church 
building, new life.

Moira Shirreff said: ‘We 

invite all to come and view 
the development so far.

During the day, the four 
bedrooms will be offi cially 
named, each after a San-
nox family associated with 
Sannox Church - McKillop, 
McKinnon, MacMillan and 
McDougall. 

‘We have been greatly en-
couraged over the past years 

by the goodwill and support 
given by the churches on the 
island and by many in the 
local community,’ said Ms 
Shirreff. ‘We look forward 
to engaging with those who 
come on March 5 to explore 
possibilities for working to-
gether in the future as Phase 
2, the restoration of the church 
and manse buildings, begins.’
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Arran’s new educational facility would cost £500,000

A major marine discovery cen-
tre could become a reality on 
Arran.

Following on from the his-
toric success of ensuring legal 
protection for the new South 
Arran MPA, the Community of 
Arran Seabed Trust (COAST) 
has set its sights fi rmly on the 
creation of a discovery centre. 

At a meeting held at the Ar-
ran Outdoor Education Centre 
in Lamlash last week to cele-
brate the success, Andrew Bin-
nie COAST executive director 
Andrew Binnie unveiled plans 
for the centre which, he said, 
would provide visitors with a 
venue to learn about the MPA, 
as well educate them on the 
conservation work that is be-
ing done to protect the sensi-
tive seabed around Arran. 

COAST forges ahead with plans 
for a marine discovery centre

REPORT
by COLIN SMEETON

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

While still at an early stage, 
community opinions were 
sought on ideas for the new 
centre, which would most like-
ly be based in Lamlash.

Various sites and buildings 
are being considered for the 
project and visitor surveys 
and community feedback has 
shown that there is a demand 
for such a facility, which also 
has the added benefi t of en-
couraging more visitors to the 
island.

Funding bids
Estimated to cost roughly 

£500,000, the discovery cen-
tre will be developed in stages 
over the next fi ve years, sub-
ject to funding bids and dona-
tions. More than £100,000 has 
already been raised towards 
the project.

Manuela de los Rios, com-
munications and administra-
tion offi cer for COAST, out-
lined some of the requirements 

for the centre, which included 
it being innovative, unique, 
fun and a focal point for 
their educational programme, 
which has been one of the or-
ganisations main aims since 
its inception in 1995 by How-
ard Wood and Don MacNeish. 

Working closely with 
schools and universities, 
COAST regularly deliver talks 
to local schools and communi-
ty groups both in the UK and 
abroad, and attracts interest 
from people looking for ad-
vice on how to improve and 
protect their own marine envi-
ronments.

A discovery centre would 
assist in furthering those edu-
cational possibilities and can 
foster an interest in preserving 
our coastlines and the damage 
that can be caused by unman-
aged fi shing practises.

The group also run vari-
ous outdoor events including 

Andrew Binnie of COAST speaks to the audience about the creation of a discovery 
centre. 01_b08coast01

Manuela de los Rios discusses the proposed centre. 01_b08coast02

A map showing the extent of the new South Arran MPA. 01_b08coast07

COAST supporters pictured on the stairs of the Outdoor Centre after the meeting. 
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Arran resident and COAST supporter, Zabdi Keen contributes some of her ideas to 
the project. 01_b08coast03

Arran’s new educational facility would cost £500,000

COAST forges ahead with plans 
for a marine discovery centre

beach scrambles and marine 
themed workshops as well 
as providing interpretation 
boards at various sites in Lam-
lash.

The proposed centre will also 
act as a base for the numerous 
research and survey projects 
that they currently undertake, 
not only off Arran’s coast, but 
also further afield in the Clyde.

Working closely with Glas-
gow, York and Heriot-Watt 
universities,  independent sur-
veys are carried out by MSc 
and PhD students whose work 
contributes to understanding 
the condition of the ocean and 
the marine animal species that 
inhabit it. 

Howard, who is now COAST 
chairman, said: ‘We are very 
pleased that Arran finally has a 
280km Marine Protected Area. 
It was a long and difficult cam-
paign and we would like to 
thank everyone for their sup-

port over the last four years.
‘As well as considerable 

environmental benefits there 
is also a real opportunity for 
Arran to further promote its 
‘green blue’ credentials.

‘Andrew Binnie and the 
COAST team are now devel-
oping plans for a marine dis-
covery centre in Lamlash. We 
will progress in stages but, 
with the community’s crea-
tive input, we hope to deliver 
a unique centre that engages 
visitors with Arran’s wonder-
ful marine life.

Reporting
‘In the meantime please help 

us ensure our seabed recovers 
from decades of dredging by 
reporting any vessel which ap-
pears to be fishing illegally to 
Marine Scotland.’

The comment comes hot on 
the heels of a visit by a ma-
rine protection vessel that has 
been seen in Lamlash Bay last 

weekend following reports of 
a suspicious fishing boat in the 
area. COAST advices using 
its  KIPPER guide on ensuring 
compliance with the protection 
laws by reporting any vessels 
fishing in the area to Marine 
Scotland on 01586 552251.

 The KIPPER guide includes 
information on what to do if 
a breach of the law is discov-
ered by identifying the vessel 
and its activity, reporting on 
its location and the exact date 
and time of the sighting which 
can be photographed and sent 
along with the report to Ma-
rine Scotland who through the 
Marine Scotland Act can en-
force heavy fines. 

To find out more about 
COAST, the MPAs or to help 
support the fundraising for the 
discovery centre visit www.
arrancoast.com where you can 
also sign up for their regular 
newsletters. 

Andrew Binnie with left Jenny Stark marine outreach o�cer and right Manuela de 
los Rios, communications and administrative o�cer. 01_b08coast05

The audience at the Lamlash meeting. 01_b08coast04

COAST supporters pictured on the stairs of the Outdoor Centre after the meeting. 
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Two well-known Scottish art-
ists are to stage a major ex-
hibition at the Isle of Arran 
Distillery in Lochranza.

Husband and wife artists 
Don McNeil and Jean W Bell 
of Fyne Studios, the Hidden 
Gallery, on the shores of 

Once again, next Saturday, 
February 27, Corrie Film 
Club is holding a mini fi lm 
festival called Day in the 
Dark.

This is free and anyone is 
welcome to come for as lit-

Day In the Dark at Corrie Film Club
tle or as long as they would 
like. This year the day is cel-
ebrating fi lms made in black 
and white.

Beginning at 10am, cof-
fee will be served followed 
by two contemporary 

short fi lms by young Scot-
tish fi lm makers. Then at 
11.15am comes The Artist, 
an award-winning fi lm of 
2011 directed by Michael 
Hazanavicius.

From 1pm to 1.45pm 
those attending can enjoy 
a provided lunch of soup 
and bread and cheese and 
afterwards settle down to 
watch John Huston’s fi lm 
of 1961,The Misfi ts, the last 
fi lm for both Marilyn Munro 
and Clark Gable. This will 
be followed at 4pm by Sid-
ney Lumet’s 1957 classic, 
Twelve Angry Men.

Welcome cups of tea, cof-
fee and cake will be served 
from 5.30pm to 6pm then 
Stanley Kubrick’s satire of 
1964, Dr Strangelove will 
be shown from 6pm till 
7.30pm.

Supper comes in the form 
of baked potatoes with as-
sorted fi llings from 7.30pm 
to 8.30pm and afterwards 
there will be a showing of 
the fi nal fi lm of the day, 
the delightful Pleasantville 
directed by Gary Ross in 
1998. Go along to as few or 
as many events as desired. 
Tea and coffee is always on 
the go. 

Bring along snacks and 
something to share with a 
baked potato if coming for 
supper. Anyone is welcome.

Husband and wife duo put
Arran works on show 

Right: A picture of the 
same scene entitled 

Stormy January at Pirnmill 
by Don McNeil 

Loch Fyne, have been invited 
to exhibit their recent work  
undertaken on Arran for three 
months and it opens next 
month.

They have been visiting Ar-
ran for a number of years and, 
along with their artist friend, 
Gordon Davidson, have be-
come well known as they 
paint ‘en plein air’ all over 
the island in varying weather 
conditions. Last September 
Don and Jean were fi lmed 
by an American fi lm compa-
ny making a fi lm of unusual 
activities on Arran, for the 
American tourist market, as 
they painted the Holy Isle 
from just outside Corrie. 

Don graduated in drawing 
and painting from Glasgow 
School of Art in 1965, while 
Jean went to Dunfermline 
College where she trained as 
a teacher of creative dance.

However, she continued an 
interest in painting and stud-
ied, as an adult, art at John-
stone High.

They both prefer to be 
known as painters rather 

than artists as their gestural 
marks are full of feeling and 
emotion as neither of them 
are particularly interested in 
recreating  topographically 
correct images.  Rather, they 
wish to capture the ‘physical 
reality of the painting as a liv-
ing thing’  while they strug-
gle with the ever-changing 
weather.  

They do not paint from pho-
tographs so if the weather 
changes dramatically making 
it impossible to continue then 
the painting is ‘fi nished’ as 
they do not continue work-
ing on it in their studios. Jean 
said that marks produced in 
the studio lacked the fresh-
ness, excitement and sponta-
neity of the brushwork done 
on the spot outside. 

She also added that she 
liked to add a sense of fragili-
ty to her pieces.

The title of the exhibition 
is Arran Colours and the Ar-
ran Collection and runs from 
Sunday March 6 to Sunday 
May 29  from 10am to 5pm 
daily.

Jean W Bell of
Fyne Studios

Above:
Don McNeil pictured in his studio

Top right: 
Pirnmill in January

by Jean W Bell  
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+
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2 free 
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Worth £20

Courtesy of The McKelvie Candle Company

Renovations have unearthed the 73-year-old signage at the Lamlash Co-operative

Refurbishment work uncovers
historic sign at
Lamlash Co-op
With the Lamlash Co-oper-
ative refurbishment going 
ahead a pace, a small bit of 
it’s history has been uncov-
ered. 

When workmen removed 
the modern signage at the 
front of the building they 
were surprised to see that the 
previous old signage was un-
touched beneath its modern 
facade, revealing a paint-
ed glass sign dating back to 
about 1943. 

In the strange way that his-
tory appears to repeat itself, 
the old store, which once 
housed a bakery and dairy to 
the rear, will see the return of 
a bakery on the premises and 
the store will double in size.  

Store manager Barry Miggin 
said: ‘It’s a great bit of our lo-
cal history. The Co-operative 
has been part of our commu-
nity for so long and so many 
Arran residents have been in-
volved with, or employed by 

the Co-op, that it has become 
part of our heritage. With the 
new and improved store that 
will hopefully continue.’

The new-look supermarket 
is due to open before the end 
of March and Barry would 
love to hear from anyone who 
has been involved with, or 
has memories of, the Lam-
lash store from years gone by. 
Barry can be found at the In-
vercloy Co-op store and con-
tacted on 302212.

A photo taken from the Lamlash green showing the Co-op in 1910.

The Lamlash Co-Operative store circa 1949.

Send  
your photos  
and stories to  
editor@arran 
banner.co.uk

ISLE OF ARRAN MUSIC SOCIETY

ATÉA WIND QUINTeT
The foremost British wind quintet of their generation

SATUrDAY, 27TH feBrUArY, 7.30 PM
IN BRODICK HALL

TICKETS £10 INCL. TEA/COFFEE. 
SEATING AT TABLES. BYOB 

(STUDENTS & CHILDREN PLUS ONE ACCOMPANYING ADULT FREE)
 Tickets on door, or advance booking:   

Inspirations of Arran &  www.arranevents.com
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com

www.arranbrewery.com

Everyday
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Mon, Tue,Wed, Fri: 12.30-5pm, Sat 10-5  
Arran Brewery Tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day

Saturday 20th February
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am-1 pm. 
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets – Surgery Brodick, 9.30am-11am
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic arranphysiotherapy.co.uk 9am-noon
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.15pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 2pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Ceilidh Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm-9.30pm
Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9-10am
Bingo Whiting Bay Golf Club, 7pm
Live music from Alan Frew The PHT, 8.30pm
 Sunday 21st February
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Open Session – All musicians & Singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm
Brodick castle Wedding Fayre Brodick Castle, 2-4pm

Monday 22nd February 
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets – Surgery 9-10.30am & 3-4pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.30pm
Citizens advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am-1.30pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Jogscotland Beginners Whiting Bay, 5pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Scottish Country Dancing for beginners & improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Yoga Corrie & Sannox Hall, 6pm-7pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7-8.30pm
Skinnymalinks Weigh in for Mary’s Meals Lamlash Church Hall 3.45-4.30pm
Skinnymalinks Weigh in for Mary’s Meals  Brèagha Holistic Beauty, Corrie 5pm-5.45pm
Skinnymalinks Weigh in for Mary’s Meals Brodick Church Kitchen 6.30-7pm

Tuesday 23rd February 
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets – Surgery 9-10.30am
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am-1pm

Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.15pm
RunArran Run Coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7-9pm
Non-competitive Bridge  Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7-9pm
Lamlash Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30-9pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Farmers meeting – health in the cattle herd Kinloch Hotel, 7.30pm

Wednesday 24th February
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids – 6.30-7.30pm Adults – 7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets – Surgery Brodick, 9-10.30am & 6-7pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45-10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30am-12.30pm & 1.30-3.30pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 5.30pm
JogScotland Beginners Auchrannie Car Park, 7pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knitting & Crochet drop in group Brodick Library, 4-6pm
Arran Golf Pass AGM Brodick Golf Club, 7.30pm
Arran Farmers Society AGM Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot, 8pm

Thursday 25th February 
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets – Surgery 9-10.30am
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 6pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie leisure club, 2-3.30pm
Burger & Quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Embroidery group Brodick Library, 7.30-9.30pm
Mixed Martial Arts/XFit Balmichael Centre, 7pm
Dementia Music Matters Lamlash church hall, 2pm-4pm

Friday 26th February
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45-10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7-9pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets – Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 3-4pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7-8.30pm
Casino Night  The Douglas Hotel, from 8pm
Coffee Morning Corrie & Sannox village hall, 10.30am
Drama Festival Arran Community Theatre, 7 for 7.30pm
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 24 February, 1996

The Drift Inn pool team celebrate winning the 1996 Knockout Trophy at the 
Breadalbane Hotel last Sunday. They defeated the Aldersyde by � ve games to one 
in the � nal. B08twe01

 Bus demolition
The Old Pier Craft Centre in Whiting Bay 
was partially demolished by a Stagecoach 
bus on Wednesday morning.
 Jim Meehan, whose daughter Susan Marri-
ott runs the shop, says that the bus had brake 
issues so the driver left the bus running while 
he went to call a mechanic. With the engine 
running the air brakes built up and the brakes 
disengaged causing the bus to roll downhill 
into the gable end of the shop causing con-
siderable damage.

Mr Meehan was later reported to have said 
that coach parties are always welcome in the 
shop, but that they have to leave their buses 
outside! 

 Club rules
A proud mum was summarily ejected at the 
agm of Whiting Bay Golf Club last Friday 
when she attended to discover why her son’s 
golfi ng prowess had not been recognised.
 A club member said that juniors could play 
with the seniors, if they had a handicap under 
14, and that they could win trophies. Howev-
er, they were not allowed to take part in the 
sweeps as they involve money prizes.

 The women in question is not a member of 
the club and was therefore not allowed at the 
agm.
 A meeting will be held next week to sort out 
any perceived anomalies and to calm trou-
bled waters.  

 Shoe loss
Arran will lose a modest but vital service in a 
few weeks time when Les McIlwham closes 
his shoe repair shop in Lamlash.
 Having offered an excellent and inexpen-
sive service for 12 years, he is now fi nding 
that he cannot support himself on its income 
and will be seeking other employment.

 Arran fox
A much-lauded sighting of an Arran fox that 
was recently witnessed has been disproven 
by a Whiting bay resident. 
 Val Blythe came across an otter on the road 
in the same place as the sighting and moved 
it to the verge of the road where it remained 
for two days before disappearing.
 The fox had been witnessed on the road by 
another Arran resident who returned to the 
scene only to fi nd that it had mysteriously 
vanished. 

Stagecoach bus drivers who attended a Scottish Tourist Board welcome host course 
pose with welcome host trainer Irene Currie. From l to r: John Murray, Alex Dale, 
Christine Leonard, Morag Kilshaw, Ian Hendry and Dave Dee.  B08twe04

Pictured in the Balgowan kitchen last 
Saturday are John Clarke with the Cnoc 
Trophy and Geo�  Brookes with the 
Alba Cup after the Balgowan Nursery 
Sheepdog Trials. B08twe02

Colin Haggarty and Ted MacDonald won 
the Arran Darts Doubles Trophy in the 
PHT on Tuesday night defeating Jason 
Rook and John Murray by four games to 
three in the � nal. B08twe03

A passer by surveys the damage to The Old Pier Craft Centre after a Stagecoach bus 
rolled into it last Wednesday. B08twe05

Allan Nicol and Julie Nelson perform in Whiting Bay’s ‘A Galway Girl’ play which was 
one of 11 entries in this year’s Arran Drama Festival. The prizegiving takes place 
after the � nal adjudication on Saturday evening.  B08twe06
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Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

Classifi ed

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

COMPUTING SERVICES

Trade Classifi ed

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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Call the Banner o�  ce for great 
deals on Trade Classi� eds and 
get your business seen locally, 

WEEK IN, WEEK OUT.

Tel: 01770 302142

WEB DESIGN

Recruitment
Café Thyme at the Old Byre 

Visitor Centre, Machrie
Front Of House Supervisor

Cheery, social hours. Experience preferred. 
Maintenance Person
For a range of duties. 

Please e-mail CV to 
lorna@oldbyre.co.uk or call 840227

HOUSEKEEPER REQUIRED
for Saturday changeovers

 in Kingscross, Whiting Bay
Property sleeps 8, Own transport 

required. Good rates of pay

Tel: 07834587102 
evenings if possible.

OVER £30
Electric Cooker, 50 cm wide, 
4 ring, large oven, clean and 
in perfect working order. £45 
Tel 07841 107881
Karcher Pressure washer, 
model K2 compact, new, still 
in unopened box. Surplus to 
requirements. £45 Tel: 600287

Static Caravan sited in Lam-
lash. 2 bedrooms. Beautiful 
setting. £8,000 Tel: 01770 
302400

UNDER £30
4 Atlas from Argos met-
al headboards. £14 each 
Ono. Sell separately. Tel 
07763175725

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Cook | NAY 01133  
Salary at £17,956.00 to £19,668.00 
Hours - 40 per week | Permanent 

 Closing date 29th February 2016

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

Argyll College UHI

Assistant Centre Manager – 
Part Time

We are looking for a dynamic and enthusiastic 
person who will provide information, guidance and 
support to students, and who will assist with the 
administration and day to day running of the Arran 
Learning Centre. 
Candidates should have excellent administration 
skills, high levels of written and verbal communication 
skills and a good knowledge of Microsoft Office. 
This post is 25 hours per week during college term 
time, and some evening work is required. The hourly 
rate is £9.80 per hour plus an hourly payment in lieu 
of annual leave of £1.83, giving a total hourly rate of 
£11.63.
Successful candidates will be subject to an 
application to join Disclosure Scotland Protecting 
Vulnerable Groups (PVG) scheme.
Applications must be made on our application form 
which can be downloaded from the vacancies section 
of our website at: www.argyllcollege.ac.uk
Please send completed applications to Lorna 
McDonald, Argyll College UHI, Glenshellach 
Business Park, Oban, PA34 4RY or email: lorna.
mcdonald@uhi.ac.uk
Closing date for applications is Monday 29th 
February 2016

Housekeeper required
for modern 3 bedroom 
holiday let in Brodick.
Sunday changeovers.

Good rates of pay. 
Tel: 07733 032549

HOUSEKEEPER REQUIRED
For Friday changeovers in high 

standard Lochranza cottage that 
sleeps four.

Good rates of pay.
Call Sarah on 07768188381
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Looking for commercial 
premises for rent

Lamlash or Brodick
Tel: 07796332575 or 

email: sandynickbuckle@yahoo.co.uk

OUT NOW!

Available from all WH Smiths, all good 
Independent Newsagents or online.

www.eqymagazine.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S NEWEST AND 
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Image: David Hay-Thorburn, loving his 

high-level view from the saddle
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FORMER WORLD AND UK 

TREC CHAMPION DAVID 

HAY-THORBURN DISCUSSES 

WHY THE SADDLE IS THE 

BEST WAY TO SURVEY THE 

SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHAANGUS BLACKBURN

Brenfield Estate in central Argyll, on the banks 

of Loch Fyne, is home to David Hay-Thorburn 

and his horses. From this stunning base he runs 

a livery yard and offers riding lessons, horse 

holidays and TREC training. ‘TREC is a fun riding 

competition that usually consists of three phases – 

namely, orienteering on horseback [POR], Control 

of Paces [CoP] and a cross-country obstacle course 

[PTV],’ explains David. 

The TREC competition involves using these skills 

and simulates the challenges any rider may encoun-

ter when out hacking. David first started because he 

thought it would be a great way to explore areas of 

natural and historic beauty that would not usually be 

accessible on a daily basis.

TREC has many benefits for both horse and rider.   

It encourages general horse knowledge and care, and 

develops a wide range of useful skills in the partner-

ship. In the horse it encourages calmness and versatili-

ty and in the rider personal development making them 

more independent and confident with their riding and 

also enhances social capabilities.

When asked about what makes exploring Scotland on 

horseback such a special experience, David happily waxes 

lyrical on the subject. 

‘Riding horses offers the chance to see the countryside 

from a different perspective,’ he says. ‘The extra height  

a horse gives you means that you are able to take in 

views that would be impossible to glimpse on foot. Also 

there is the opportunity to glimpse wildlife that you 

wouldn’t be able to on foot. Most wildlife do not see the 

horse as a threat, meaning that you can get a lot closer to 

some species.’   

Blazingtrail 
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THE NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL
(VARIOUS ROADS)

(TEMPORARY SPEED RESTRICTION) ORDER 2016

Order made under Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as 
amended by Schedule 1 of the Road Traffic (Temporary Restrictions) Act 1991, 
and of all other enabling powers which will make it unlawful for any person to 
drive any motor vehicle at a speed exceeding that displayed on a traffic sign 
prescribed in Diagram 670 of the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 
2002, on a road specified in the attached schedule, by reason of works proposed 
to be executed on or near that road.
Order effective from 20 February 2016 for eighteen months
NOTE:-
This Order will only be used in situations when it is considered essential for 
operational purposes during road works where specific circumstances require 
low traffic speeds in the interests of road safety. The speed restriction as 
necessary to comply with these requirements will be indicated by standard 
mandatory speed limit signs.

Schedule of Roads affected by Order
Description/Route Number
The Irvine-Edinburgh Road A71
The Kilmarnock-Stewarton-Dunlop Road A735
The Irvine-Glasgow Road A736
The Irvine - Kilwinning-Beith-Glasgow Road A737
The Kilwinning-Stevenston-Saltcoats-Ardrossan Road A738
The Largs- Kilbirnie Road A760
The Arran Coastal Road A841
The Dunlop - Beith Road B706
The Dalry to Auchentiber Road B707
The Dreghorn –Tarbolton - Patna Road B730
The Ardeer Access Road,Stevenston B752
The Irvine to Stewarton Road B769
The Glengarnock to Lugton Road B777
The Kilwinning to Fenwick Road B778
The Nethermains Road, Kilwinning B779
The Stevenston-Saltcoats-Ardrossan-Dalry-Kilbirnie Road B780
The West Kilbride-Munnoch Road B781
The Highthorne Road, West Kilbride B782
The Swinlees Road, Dalry B784
The Montgreenan Road B785
The String Road, Isle of Arran B880
The Great Cumbrae Coastal Road B896
The Ferry Road,Great Cumbrae B899
The Chapeltoun Road,West Kilbride B7047
The Portencross Road, West Kilbride B7048
The Moss Drive and Long Drive, Irvine B7080
The Irvine-Kilmarnock Road B7081
The Arran Coastal Road C147
The Kilruskin Road, West Kilbride C26
The Lawthorn Rd-Perceton Row, Irvine C27
The Lylestone Road, Kilwinning C5
The Blair Road, Dalry-Kilwinning C99
The Ross Road, Isle of Arran Unclassified
Marine Drive, Irvine Unclassified

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.
uk by 11.03.16. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2013 REGULATION 20(1)
16/00066/PP; Site To South Of Rosemount, Rosemount Road, Whiting Bay, Brodick; 
Erection of detached single storey dwelling house with lower basement.
16/00091/PP; Torbeg Farm, Shiskine, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Conversion of redundant 
agricultural building to form two dwelling houses, including demolition of existing 
byre and hayshed and formation of access road and parking.
16/00105/PP; Pirnmill Exchange, Pirnmill, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Installation of 
1no. DSLAM cabinet measuring 1430mm x 450mm x 1300mm.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

ARRAN RUNNERS AGM
Monday 29th February

7.30pm at Ormidale Hotel, Brodick
All runners, community bodies or 
anyone interested in supporting 

running on Arran please attend or 
phone in your support to 

Tommy at 302246 or Mike 302286

Arran Farmers’ Society

A.G.M.
Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot

Wednesday 24th February, 8pm
All Welcome

Sec: Christine McBride, Tel: 820291

 

ECO SAVVY 

PUBLIC MEETING 
Saturday 27th February 

1.30pm Brodick Hall    
Registered Charity No. SCO45785          

Machrie Bay Golf Club

AGM
At Machrie Bay Hall

Thursday 17th March. 7.30pm
ALL WELCOME

Long Let in Lamlash
from 1st March 2016

Modern 2 Bed roomed Balconied House
50 meters from shore. Centre of Village

Completely furnished. Suitable for 2 people
£675 per month plus ctax
Sorry - No pets or DHSS

Tel: 01770 600795 or Mob: 07813622059
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WallWork - ronald 
alexander - Linda and 
Roddy would like to say thanks 
to all family and friends for their 
love following the sad passing 
of Ron, who passed away 23rd 
January 2016 aged 81.
Thanks to all hospital doctors 
and nursing staff for their unend-
ing care during Rons illness.
Special thanks to Rev Lily McK-
innon for her lovely service.

SCoTTISH ePISCoPal 
CHUrCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 21st February

Holy Communion, 11.00 am. 
Mr John Roberts.

Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

CHUrCH oF SCoTland
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
 Parish Assistant:
 Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the fol-

lowing times to which
all are invited. 

Sunday 21st February
Lochranza and Pirnmill

Churches, 10.15am Morning 
Worship in Pirnmill Church.

Shiskine Church, 12noon
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship. 

Corrie Church, 11.30am
 Prayer Meeting,

12noon Morning Worship.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm

CHUrCH oF SCoTland
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 21st February
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Rev. Lily McKinnon

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

arran Free CHUrCH oF 
SCoTland
 (continuing)

 Sunday 21st February
Morning Service  11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service. 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

WHITInG BaY and
 kIldonan

CHUrCH oF SCoTland
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 
Worship will be conducted by 

Mrs Sharon MacLeod,
 Reader of the Church

of Scotland,
 at 10.30am.

 Tea and Coffee will be served 
in the Transept after the service 

and there will be a sale of 
Traidcraft goods.

All welcome.

HolY CroSS CaTHolIC 
CHUrCH

Sunday 21st February
Morning Mass 11am

arran BaPTIST CHUrCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 21st February 
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
 Home Fellowship Group for 

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

arran Free CHUrCH oF 
SCoTland

Sunday 21st February 
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 6pm (Church behind 
post office)

Rev Benjamin von Rensberg

relIGIoUS SoCIeTY oF 
FrIendS, QUakerS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

arran ladies 2
Glasgow accies ladies 2s 4
Despite a depleted squad of 
10 players with no substitutes 
and no umpires, team spirit 
was high when the Arran La-
dies hockey team travelled to 
play Glasgow Accies Ladies 
2s last Saturday. 

The forecasted snow started 
with the umpire’s whistle and 
lasted throughout the match, 
falling heavily at times but 
fortunately not settling. The 
home team, who were rel-
egated from a much higher 
division at the start of the 
season, were keen to assert 
themselves, having had to 
concede points to Arran in 
their previous fixture for a 
late cancellation.

They started strongly and 
had a 4-0 lead by the end 
of the first half.  Two of the 
goals were questioned but the 
protests were overruled by 

Pop-up run in the 
sun enjoyed by all
A bright sunny morning last 
Sunday encouraged 10 mem-
bers of the RunArran group 
to get up early for the latest 
pop-up trail run.

The events have been run-
ning for six months and are 
proving more and more pop-
ular. They are aimed at any-
one who can run or jog for up 
to an hour and wants to get 
off the pavements and onto 
forest roads and tracks. Last 
weekend’s route was a 12km 
circuit from Brodick to Cnoc 
na Dial.

Everyone is encouraged to 
go at their own pace and to 
run, jog and chat, with the 
promise that no-one is left 
behind.

In another development 
RunArran head coach Laura 
Aitcheson is starting a new 
morning class at the end 
of March.  RunFit will be 
held on Tuesday mornings 
at 6.45am at Ormidale Park 
starting on March 29.

Laura said: ‘The idea is to 
encourge those who need a 
quick hit before the start of 
their day. The 30-minute ses-
sions will be fun and effec-
tive. There is a runner in all 
of us waiting to get out!’

For more details contact 
Laura on: www.runarran.com 
or visit the RunArran Fa-
ceook page.

Laura Aitcheson, far left, with the RunArran members who took part in the latest 
pop-up trail run with a snow covered Goatfell behind them. 01_B08run01

the Glasgow Accies umpires. 
After the half-time team talk 

from coach Lorraine Hew-
ie, the Arran Ladies changed 
their formation and this had 
an immediate positive effect 
on their play. Kirstie Bar-
ton’s morale boosting words 
to start the second half with a 
clean sheet revived the team’s 
tired and aching limbs and 
they came back on and scored 
two amazing goals.

accurate strike
Hewie’s sweeping arch 

run, beat her defenders and 
a deadly accurate strike from 
the right hand edge of the 
‘D’ saw their first goal. Anne 
Watts then followed this up 
with a spirited run up the 
middle and a superbly un-
stoppable shot into the right 
corner of the goal gave Arran 
their second goal.

With the change in forma-
tion giving the defence an ex-

tra player, Arran worked well 
to keep constant attempts on 
goal to a minimum and Paul-
ine Reid as goalie kept out all 
of the attempted shots that 
did break through.

‘It certainly was a game of 
two halves, with Arran com-
ing into their own in the sec-
ond 35 minutes,’ captain Cat 
Galbraith said. ‘Well done to 
the team for turning up to play 
what was always going to be 
a difficult game, with special 
mention to Juliette Walsh and 
Mia Walker for playing their 
first full match for the team.’ 

The team were down two 
players including team cap-
tain Victoria McNicol and 
right wing Judith Ross, who 
had succumbed to a bout of 
flu.

On hearing the score, team 
captain, Vicky said: ‘Imagine 
what we could’ve done with a 
full 11 – pesky flu!’  

Man of the match, as voted 
for by the opposition, went 
to Lorriane Hewie and dame 
of the game, as voted by the 
Arran Ladies, went to Kirstie 
Barton. Both very well de-
served. 

Despite the defeat, the team 
still sit second in the league 
and they are hoping everyone 
will be match fit for the next 
three weekends coming up as 
theyhave home double head-
ers, so they are looking for-
ward to some rousing cheers 
from the Arran sideline sup-
porters.  Everyone is wel-
come to go along and support 
them.

This weekend’s games see 
them take on Glasgow Uni-
versity with a 2pm pass back 
on Saturday, and the quar-
ter final of the West District 
Plate against Garnock, with 
an 11.15am pass back, on 
Sunday.

Arran stage rousing second half 
fightback but its too little too late

redman - denIS - Late 
of the Aldersyde Hotel and 
Broombank, Lochranza.
The beloved husband of 
Anne and son Stanley, died 
peacefully on 14th February 
surrounded by all his close 
family.

I’anSon – Irene – Mi-
chael & family would like to 
thank all the staff at Coorie-
doon and the Arran doctors 
who cared for Irene during 
her latter years. To Clair & 
David Hendry for excellent 
arrangements and to Rev-
erend Paul Fletcher for his 
lovely service. To all friends 
and family for their support.
A celebration of Irene’s life 
will be held on Sunday 21st 
February at 11am in St Mar-
garet’s Church, Whiting Bay 
as part of the morning ser-
vice. All friends welcome.
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Arran Bridge Club results
The results of the aggregate competition held at Brodick 
on Thursday, February 11 were as follows: N/S 1 Jennifer 
Wales and John Baraclough, 2 Tricia Martin and  Douglas 
Hamilton, 3Linda Trickett and Elizabeth McKellar. E/W 1 
Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie, 2 Jan and John Beat-
tie, 3 Margaret McGill and Jessmay Peacock.

The results of the aggregate Competition held at Lam-
lash on Monday, February 15 were as follows: N/S 1 Tri-
cia Martin and David Campbell, 2 Jan and John Beattie, 3 
Ellie Jones and Jennifer McArthur. E/W 1 Janie Maclure 
and Anne McKelvie, 2 Jim Peacock and John Baraclough, 
3 Pat Adamson and Linda Trickett. 

Right:
Cameron Hill 

addresses the 
haggis. 

Lamlash ladies golf captain Jennifer McArthur presents 
the winner of the Medal �nal, Ellie Jones with The McGill 
Cup. 

Arran Golfers Association 
Saturday, February 13, Win-
ter League/Duncan Trophy. 
The fourth round games went 
ahead on a dry Corrie Golf 
Club course. Thanks to Pab-
lo for the condition of the 
course which, as always, was 
superb. Thanks also to Claire 
for the soup and sandwiches 
after the games.

In the first game, Corrie 
took on Machrie. A very 
even match ended up with 
one game a piece to end the 
match tied.

Whiting Bay then took on 
Shiskine and a great perfor-
mance by the Bay saw them 
take both games and the tie 
to leapfrog Shiskine in the 
league standings.

Finally, league leaders 
Lamlash took on Brodick in 
a really tight game that saw 
Lamlash just edge out both 
games on the 18th and ce-
ment their position at the top 
of the league.

With one game to go at 
Lamlash, it’s the boys from 

Lamlash at the top with 7 
points, Whiting Bay have 6, 
Shiskine 5, Corrie 4. Brod-
ick and Machrie are battling 
for the wooden spoon on one 
point each.

Final Round Sunday, March 
6. Draw: Lamlash v Shiskine, 
Machrie v Brodick, Corrie 
v Whiting Bay. All matches 
start at 10am, shotgun start.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Saturday, February 13 at Cor-
rie. The fourth round of this 
season’s AGA Winter League 
paired Whiting Bay against 
Shiskine and for the second 
time in the series, the match 
was postponed to a Saturday 
involving reduced teams of 
four players per club. The 
match ended in a 2-0 victo-
ry to Whiting Bay, extending 
the club’s remarkable run of 
unbeaten matches to 14. All 
to play for in the fifth and fi-
nal round of matches due on 
Sunday, March 6, at Lamlash. 
Whiting Bay plays Corrie.

Sunday, February 14, Win-
ter Cup Rd 5. St Valentines 
day and a cold sunny morn-
ing saw five golfers contest 
the penultimate round of the 
Winter Cup. 

Conditions were a  great im-
provement on the last round 
as the course dried out, al-
though the soft greens de-
manded a careful approach 
to putting. CSS went to 64 
perhaps reflecting the trick-

iness of the greens. 1 David 
Brookens (12)-62 and lowest 
gross score, 2 David Mor-
rison (8)-69, 3 Stan Rainey 
(10)-71. There were no magic 
twos. Only one round to go 
and David Brookens looks 
well placed with a three 
round score of five under but 
who knows what might hap-
pen in the final round?

Fixture:
Sunday, February 21, win-

ter friendly with Lamlash at 
Whiting Bay. 10.30am rolling 
start, just turn up and play. 
Always good fun so hoping 
for a decent day and a good 
turnout. Hot soup and rolls in 
the clubhouse afterwards.

Brodick Golf Club 
Sunday, February 14, Bran-
don and Winter Cup, CSS 
67, 19 played. At last, on a 
dry and sunny but cold day 
a counting round of golf was 
played, the scoring was not 
particularly good but this was 
not really surprising consid-
ering the battering the course 
has taken over the last few 
months.

The CSS at 67 reflects the 
scoring. 1 Calum McFadzean 
76-11=65, BIH, 2 Ian Sillars 
80-15=65, 3 Donald McK-
innie 78-10=68. Congratula-
tions to Calum winning the 
first class Brandon, and to Ian 
winning the second class. 

Fixture: Sunday, February, 
21, Clochendichter.

Lamlash Golf Club
Ladies section: Saturday, 
February 13, Medal final. 
After several postponements, 
the Medal Final was held on 
a bitterly cold but dry on Sat-
urday, February 13 with only 
four competitors. The trophy 
was won by Ellie Jones with 
a very good net 68. 2 Kate 
McAdam 70 BIH, 3 Sheena 
Murchie 70. Liz Sinclair also 
played.

Thursday, February 11, Yel-
low Medal. 1 John O’Sulli-
van 76-18=58, 2 Andy Smith 
77-18=59. Congratulations to 
the Lamlash Team who de-
feated Brodick at Corrie in 
the winter league.

Sunday, February 14, Glen-
burn Cup. CSS 66, par 64. 1 
Danny Currie 82-22=60, 2 
Ian Bremner 71-8=63. Magic 
twos Ian Bremner @13th also 
best scratch 71.

Fixtures: Sunday, February 

21, winter friendly v Whiting 
Bay at W/Bay, 10.30am start. 
Thursday, February, 25, Yel-
low Medal, 11am draw.

 
Corrie Golf Club

Saturday, February 13, 
Sweep. 1 A Napier 65-7-58, 
2 B Rooney 80-13-67. 2s E 
McKinnon 1 , B Rooney 3, A 
Napier 2.

Monday, February 15, Mon-
day Cup. 1 A Napier 65-4-61, 
2 M McDonald 76-13-63, 3 J 
McConnachie 70-6-66. 2s J 
Adams, J McConnachie.

Fixtures: Saturday, Febru-
ary 20, Winter Cup, ballots 
9am and 1pm.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday, February 9, Winter 
Cup, six played. 1 C Laing 
64, 2 P Betley 71, 3 B Sher-
wood 73. 

Fixture: Tuesday, February 
23, Winter Cup, noon,

Burns celebrated
in Whiting Bay
Whiting Bay Golf Club cele-
brated the national bard with 
their annual Burns Supper, 
held recently in their club-
house. 

Chairman Ian Cook intro-
duced a top table brimming 
with talent, which ensured 
that the company was well 

entertained throughout the 
evening. Speakers and per-
formers on the evening were: 
Andy Martin, Linton McMil-
lan, Cameron Hill, Charles 
Currie, Irene Currie, Donald 
McKelvie, Malco lm Wheel-
er and the club’s own John 
Kelso, who organised the 

event with panache. Organis-
ers wish to thank Felicity’s at 
Eden Lodge for the wonder-
ful meal and to everyone else, 
too numerous to mention by 
name, who helped behind the 
scenes, and for those who 
generously donated prizes for 
the raffles.  

Donald McKelvie entertains the company at the Whiting Bay Golf Club. 

Below:
Guests at the top table. 
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Team still resilient 
despite injury blow

Storm force Arran power 
their way to fine victory

Arran RFC 26 - Paisley RFC 11
Arran Rugby Club fi nally 
kickstarted their badly dis-
rupted season at the weekend 
with an excellent win over 
Paisley.

But it came at a price when 
forward Stuart McMaster was 
rushed to hospital during the 
second half with a fractured 
cheek, and looks like being 
out for the rest of the season.

Paisley started the better 
team, probably due to Arran’s 
long lay off, and scored two 
early penalties. With both 
teams shirts clashing, Ar-
ran turned their strips inside 
out and their new white look 
seemed to galvanise the team. 
After concerted pressure near 
the Paisley try line they were 
award a penalty try which 
showed the home side’s dom-
inance in the scrum. Sean 
Higgins was then denied a 
try after failing to ground the 
ball after chasing a neat kick 
ahead over the Paisley try 
line. 

The sides were evenly 
matched and Arran went in 
with their noses just in front 
7 – 6 at half time. 

Early in the second half, 
Arran also failed to capital-
ise on two penalty attempts 
by Lachlan Jones which hit 
the posts, the rebound put-
ting Paisley in all sorts of 
trouble on their own try line, 
but eventually Charlie Boal 
scored a fi ne try midway 
through the second half, and 
Gregor Adamson put the 
game out of reach after a fi ne 
break by Lachlan Jones. By 
the end of the match Lach-
lan had scored two penalties 
and one conversion and there 

was a penalty score for Frazer 
Barr.

Arran also dominated the 
lineouts in the second half 
when Danny Head came on 
to give Arran a second line 
out jumping option, allow-
ing Lachlan Jones to place 
long kicks in the prevailing 
wind, pinning the visitors 
down in their own half for 
long periods of time. Only 
sterling work in defence kept 
the game alive for the visitors 
and they deserved  their con-
solation try at the very end of 
the match.

Stuart McMaster, mean-
while was at Ayr Hospital 
earlier this week to have his 
injury fully assessed and is 
now recovering at home.

The team have another 
home game against Waysid-
ers Drumpellier RFC at Or-
midale Park today (Saturday) 
kick of time to be confi rmed.

Jamie Picken jumps highest in the lineout. 01_B08rugby07

Arran on another powerful charge forward. 01_B08rugby09

Niall McMaster makes a determined run forward 
with the support of his brother Stuart before he was 
injured. 01_B08rugby05




