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New plans to protect Ar-
ran’s historic shoreline have 
been unveiled.

They are contained in 
a draft shoreline manage-
ment plan for the Ayrshire 
and Arran coastline which 
has been prepared by North 
Ayrshire and South Ayr-
shire councils.

A series of consultation 
events have been arranged 
to allow people to get a 
closer look at the plans, 
with one event coming to 
Arran on Thursday Febru-
ary 22 in Brodick Library 
from noon to 6.30pm.

The plan presents a large-
scale assessment of the 
risks to the people of Ayr-
shire and Arran and its his-
toric and natural environ-
ment from coastal fl ooding 
and erosion, and identi-
fi es suitable policies for the 
management of these risks.

Consultation on the draft 
plan is now open and will 
run until April 20, allowing 
comment on the plan and 
accompanying reports be-
fore they are fi nalised.

Councillor Jim Montgom-
erie, cabinet member for 
place, said: ‘I hope people 
take time to have a look at 
the draft plan and offer their 
own comments.’
See centre spread.

Youngsters make the most of the snow

Anna and Rose Bilsland who were visiting from Largs made the most of the snow that covered 
Arran and most of Scotland earlier in the week. While the island did not experience all the 
travel disruption, closures and delays that mainland counterparts had to endure due to heavy 
snowfall, Arran children, who were also enjoying a mid-term break from school, made the 
most of their wintry weather by sledging and building snowmen. 01_B07front01

Multiple order is big 
boost for boat firm
An Arran boat fi rm 
has built a brand new 
model of boat for a 
major customer as part 
of a six-fi gure contract 
bringing a big boost to 
the yard.

Arran Workboats has 
produced a total of 
10 of the high density 
polyethylene person-
nel boats. Named the 
C-Otter range, they 
have been commis-
sioned and designed 
in close consultation 
with Marine Harvest 
(Scotland ) Ltd to suit 
their working require-
ments.

Two of the boats are 
the nine metre by three 
metre C-Otter 900s, 
while the remain-
ing eight are the 7.85 
metre by three me-
tre C-Otter 785. Both 
models are extreme-
ly robust and were 
developed from Ar-
ran Workboats’ orig-

inal hull design but 
with a raised bow and 
three-metre beam.

All the boats, built 
at their Whiting Bay 
yard, also include the 
company’s unique 
man overboard recov-
ery system, which in-
cludes a retractable 
boarding ladder which 
can be deployed from 
the water and ena-
bles quick and safe 
re-boarding away from 
propellers or trailing 
ropes. There is also a 
recovery chute which 
allows a single opera-
tor to easily recover an 
unconscious casualty 
from the water.

The material used in 
the construction of the 
boats is 100 per cent 
recyclable and Ar-
ran Workboats’ waste 
management policy 
means all scrap and 
machine scalpings are 
collected and recy-
cled.

Fight launched to 
protect shoreline

Continued on page two.

Spoof fall-out
Council fail to
see funny side

At your service
Fire recruits
get in training

Surprise visit
Environment
boss on Arran

open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
why not try our two course lunch?

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.auchrannie.co.uk/brambles
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continued from page one.
Gordon McInnes, of Kis-
cadale Engineering, home 
of Arran Workboats, said 
the team were delighted to 
work with Marine Harvest 
and hoped to work with 
them again on future pro-
jects.

He added: ‘This type of 
multiple order helps to en-
sure the continuity of the 
business which consists of 
a dedicated team, all lo-
cal to Arran, committed to 
building the best boats of 
this class. All training is in-
house which allows young-
sters the opportunity of ob-
taining employment in 
worthwhile skills without 
leaving the island.

‘We at Arran Workboats 
are proud that a product 
produced on Arran will be 
in use daily throughout the 
west coast of Scotland by 
Marine Harvest.’

Steve Bracken, business 
support manager with Ma-
rine Harvest, said the new 
boats were a signifi cant in-
vestment of a six-fi gure 
sum for the company: ‘We 
are delighted to have taken 
delivery of these new boats 

Multiple order is big 
boost for boat fi rm

Coffee roasting at Belford 
Mill gets the go ahead

The Arran Workboats team with one of the new vessels:  
left to right, back row:  Cameron Ribbeck, Callum 
Bunyan and Gordon McInnes. Front row:  Je�  Hartley, 
Donald Roberts, Grant Irving and owner Iain Monteith. 
01_B07boat02

Progress on the new Islands 
Bill took a step in the right 
direction last week after the 
fi rst stage debate discussing 
a national islands plan took 
place at Holyrood, writes 
Colin Smeeton.

The Islands Bill seeks to 
ensure all public body and 
government policy deci-
sions ‘have due regard’ to 
island communities when 
making decisions and 
makes it a statutory duty for 
the Scottish Government to 
produce a National Islands 
Plan on a regular basis.

The Bill which is aimed at 
tackling the issues that is-
land communities face –
such as transportation, ac-
cess to medical facilities, 
cost of living and delivery 
charges among others – was 
proposed to alleviate the 

burden and disharmonious 
treatment of islanders.

Speaking at the debate in 
Holyrood, Mr Jamie Greene 
MSP – whose West Region 
includes Arran and Cum-
brae – spoke of the impor-
tance in recognising the in-
dividuality of each island 
and stressed that a one-size- 
fi ts-all approach will not be 
suffi cient when government 
ministers bring forward 
their national islands plan.

He pledged to continue to 
work constructively with 
the Scottish Government in 
helping to develop the bill 
over the coming months 
and has also set up a vid-
eo conference link between 
the Scottish Parliament and 
community leaders on Ar-
ran as part of the offi cial ev-
idence gathering session of 

the parliament’s scrutiny of 
the new Bill.

Jamie Greene MSP said: 
‘Our islands face a unique 
set of challenges, wheth-
er it’s the cost of living or 
transport to and from the is-
land, that we must work to 
mitigate. 

‘I often receive requests 
for help from Arran resi-
dents who cannot get a hos-
pital appointment because 
of issues of ferries and tim-
ing for instance, so there is 
certainly progress that we 
can make on the current sit-
uation. Equally the issue of 
access to school transport 
is a hot topic for those on 
Cumbrae. 

‘Island residents accept 
that being on an island 
comes with its own issues 
but also they are income and 

council tax payers too and 
deserve an honest assess-
ment of government deci-
sions which may negative-
ly affect their communities.

‘Our 92 islands might only 
make up two per cent of the 
population but they are in-
grained into our identity.

‘There is still work to do 
but I believe that if we get 
this right, islands such as 
Arran could benefi t enor-
mously, so I look forward 
to working with the Scot-
tish Government to develop 
this into a bill fi t for mod-
ern Scotland. It is one of the 
fi nest examples of not let-
ting party politics get in the 
way of good legislation – 
this Bill still has some way 
to go but I will ensure that it 
is strengthened and is fi t for 
purpose.’

Island Bill passes first 
stage at HolyroodAn Arran coffee roasting 

facility located in the old 
Belford Mill premises in 
Whiting Bay has been giv-
en the go ahead by plan-
ers after an application 
was submitted by the Isle 
of Arran Coffee Company.

The application was for 
a change of use from re-
tail to light commercial 
use. The business will en-
tail the roasting of coffee 
beans and the packaging 
of beans into paper bags 
for local delivery. 

Initially only roasting 
beans for one-half day 
a week, the process will 
be undertaken on a small 
scale roaster fi tted with an 
afterburner to deal with 
smells, un-burnt compo-
nents and dust particles 
which comply with inter-
national Environmental 
Protection Agency stand-
ards.

Following the statutory 
advertising of the appli-

cation a three-page formal 
objection was submitted 
against the proposal, citing 
concerns regarding poten-
tial odours and emissions.

Citing a list of contraven-
tions of the local develop-
ment plan the complainer 
stated that they were not 
against a coffee roasting 
facility on the island, how-
ever they felt its location 
in a residential area was 
incompatible with residen-
tial and tourism activities 
in the area.

However, planning per-
mission was granted on 
the condition that the ap-
plicant submit full details 
of the extraction system 
for the removal of odours 
and products of combus-
tion and a written certifi -
cation from a member of 
the Heating and Ventila-
tion Contractors’ Associ-
ation on the suitability of 
the system for the devel-
opment.

which will be a great addi-
tion to our fl eet in the West 
Coast.

‘Working with a quali-
ty local business like Ar-
ran Workboats is important 
to us. We are committed to 
using local suppliers wher-
ever possible, which is just 
one way we support the 
communities in which we 
operate.’

Marine Harvest (Scot-
land) Ltd is the largest 
salmon farming compa-
ny in Scotland, producing 
more than 60,000 tonnes in 

2016. It was the fi rst com-
pany in Scotland to farm 
Atlantic salmon and cele-
brated its 50th anniversary 
in 2015. The company has 
four hatcheries, fi ve fresh-
water loch sites and 49 sea 
farms, situated in the West-
ern Isles, Skye, Argyll, 
Wester Ross and Loch-
aber. Live fi sh are harvest-
ed at Mallaig and processed 
at the Blar Mhor process-
ing plant in Fort William. In 
total more than 640 people 
are employed at these loca-
tions.
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Golf club sale is a non-starter
A bid to sell Brodick Golf 
Club looks to be dead in the 
water before negotiations had 
hardly begun.

Club professional John Wil-
son, who was leading a con-
sortium of German business-
men said to be interested in 
buying the club with a view 
to making a big investment, 
has left his position and the 
club has no plans to hire an-
other full-time professional.

And while a sub-committee 
set up to start talks said any 
possible deal was still under 
consideration, it seems high-
ly unlikely that club members 
would back it following last 
week’s sometimes acrimoni-
ous annual general meeting.

It was only in December that 
members gave their back-
ing to talks with the consor-
tium who Mr Wilson claimed 
to be ‘ultra high net worth in-
dividuals’ at a packed meet-

ing in the clubhouse. But Mr 
Wilson, who had only been at 
Brodick for less than a year, 
has now left his position as 
professional. He also ran the 
club shop but it is understood 
the club could not afford to 
keep him on.

The club now plans to run 
the shop itself and while 
there are no plans to hire a 
new professional, members 
hope a young professional 
from the mainland may come 
to the island one day a week 
to give lessons.

It had been hoped any sale 
of the 120-year-old club 
would lead to much need-
ed investment in the course 
and clubhouse. The club is 
also struggling with an age-
ing membership.

Retiring club captain Lind-
say Keir said: ‘The offer to 
buy the club is still under 
consideration. We will just 
have to wait and see what 
happens.’

Trish Spence and Douglas Robertson are 
both retiring from Brodick Golf Club, where 
Douglas has taken over as captain. 
01_B07brodick01

Exploring the Glasgow Boys
The Saltire Society is con-
tinuing its 2018 syllabus 
with an exploration of the 
works of The Glasgow 
Boys by local artist, John 
Inglis. 

John is well known for 
his own works exploring 
shore life around his Cor-
rie home.

These infl uential art-
ists and designers will be 

celebrated with an illus-
trated talk explaining the 
outpouring of impression-
ist-inspired works that 
emerged from the fl ourish-
ing Glasgow School of Art 
and the canvas of the city 
of Glagow itself, then the 
fourth largest city in Eu-
rope, within the context of 
the 1880s and 1890s.

John’s talk will be deliv-

ered at The Arran Lodge 
(formerly Altachorvie) on 
Wednesday February 21 
at 7pm for 7.30pm. 

Members should bring 
their cards, and donations 
at the door will ensure that 
this excellent evening of 
entertainment will be ac-
companied by drinks and 
nibbles.  

All are welcome!

Brodick is to have its fi rst ever female cap-
tain in the club’s 120-year history - but not 
for another two years.

Douglas Robertson is the new club cap-
tain, but with Ann May now vice captain, as 
well as ladies captain, she will take over in 
2020. Douglas, who is the club steward will 
retire in May and so will club caterer Trish 
Spence, but she has agreed to stay on until a 
replacement is found.

There has been a big shake-up at the club 
with a number of positions recently having 
been advertised. 

A new head greenkeeper has now been ap-
pointed and there has been interest in the ca-
tering, steward and shop assistant positions 
which now need replaced.

A little bit of history
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New recruits fi red 
up for training
Following a successful re-
cruitment campaign seven 
new trainees have begun 
their careers as volunteer 
fi refi ghters on Arran.

This is the largest intake 
of volunteers by the Scot-
tish Fire and Rescue Ser-
vice on the island for a 
number of years and in-
cludes natives of Spain and 
New Zealand, who now 
call Arran their home.

The island is served by 
two Retained Duty System 
(RDS) units at Brodick and 
Lamlash and three Volun-
teer Duty System (VDS) 
units based at Lochranza, 
Blackwaterfoot and Cor-
riecravie.

The biggest intake is at 
Corriecravie which has 
four new volunteers - Pab-
lo Illera, David Johnson, 
Daniel Mcallister and Don-
ald Mulholland.  Blackwa-
terfoot has two – Alisdair 
Brown, Stuart Crawford  - 
while David Jamieson has 
joined at Lochranza.

The seven trainees have 
started 14 days of intense 
basic training delivered 
by the ENSA Training and 

Employee Development 
Team (TED). This training 
will enable them to work 
safely and effectively as 
part of the experienced fi re 
crews on the island to en-
sure the island communi-
ties remain protected for 
years to come.

Group manager Tom Lit-
tle, the ENSA TED man-
ager paid tribute to the 
commitment of the group, 
highlighting their value to 
the organisation and the 
essential role that they will 
perform in protecting the 
communities on Arran.

‘We wish them a success-
ful and safe career within 
the SFRS team,’ he added.

The trainees learn how to handle the hoses at Lamlash � re 
station, above left; and above, the trainees practice their 
ladder technique on the high tower. 

Ready to serve, the new volunteer � re� ghters. Donald Mulholland is missing from the line-up. 

for more information call

01770 302234 or visit

www.cruizebarbrasserie.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

family
friendly dining

Open daily for breakfast from 7.30am, 
lunch from 12pm - 4.30pm and

dinner from 5pm.

Serving a wide selection of hot and cold drinks 
as well as tasty snacks throughout the day.

There is even a small soft play area for the 
little ones to burn off some energy!

open daily from 7am

fresh produce
sourced as
locally as
possible
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Members of the Commu-
nity of Arran Seabed Trust 
(COAST) recently had a 
surprise visit from Terry 
A’Hearn, the chief execu-
tive of the Scottish Envi-
ronment Protection Agen-
cy (SEPA).

He made a rare trip to vis-
it a community group after 
he accepted an unusual in-
vitation to visit the environ-
mental charity following a 
message posted on Twitter.

The visit followed a re-
port in a national newspa-
per discussing the extent to 
which SEPA accepted hos-
pitality. Quick off the mark, 
COAST chairman How-
ard Wood responded to the 
tweet saying: ‘I look for-
ward to welcoming Terry 
A’Hearn to Arran COAST 
for an information and ed-
ucational visit to learn all 
about our work. Happy to 
offer him a coffee but he 
would need to pay his own 
lunch. Genuine offer Terry.’

Surprisingly Mr A’Hearn 
took up the offer and, on 
Friday February 2, he and 

Mike Montague, an aqua-
culture specialist, joined 
members of COAST 
and the Arran communi-
ty where they heard about 
concerns surrounding the 
proposed expansion of the 
Scottish Salmon Compa-
ny’s salmon farm in Lam-
lash Bay and other environ-
mental concerns on Arran 
and beyond.

Also discussed were de-
tails of the Marine Pro-
tected Area in Lamlash, 
the Aquaculture Growth 
Plan, water conditions in 
the Clyde as well as public 
confi dence in SEPA.

Mr Wood said: ‘We invit-
ed  Terry A’Hearn to Arran 
due to concerns by many 
west coast communities, 
widely aired in the press, 
that SEPA had succumbed 
to political pressure to wa-
ter down regulations to al-
low the 100 per cent ex-
pansion of salmon farming, 
announced by Fergus Ew-
ing MSP last year.

‘Mr A’Hearn assured 
those present that SEPA 

SEPA boss makes surprise visit
hadn’t succumbed to po-
litical pressure and that he 
was happy for COAST and 
other communities to hold 
him to account on improve-
ments SEPA will be insti-
gating over the next few 
years.’

Attending the meeting 
were 10 local organisations 
which use, or depend on, 
the coastal resources, along 
with chairman Bill Calder-
wood and members of Ar-
ran Community Council.

COAST director Paul 
Chandler said: ‘Every-
one present at the meeting 
wanted more transparen-
cy in how SEPA regulates 
the industry. We also made 
it clear we wanted to work 
with SEPA to improve the 
transparency and ensure 
accurate monitoring, not 
modelling, of the environ-
mental effects of the Lam-
lash Bay salmon farm.

‘Both SEPA representa-
tives were impressed with 
the community-led ethos 
of COAST, the amount of 
knowledge present within 

Delegates of the SEPA meeting with Terry A’Hearn and Howard Wood at the Marine 
Protected Area site.  

Community and COAST members meet with Terry A’Hearn and Mike Montague of 
SEPA. 

the community and how, as 
a community, we have been 
making a difference in the 
seas around Arran.’

After his visit, Mr 

A’Hearn posted on Twit-
ter: ‘Great day with Arran 
COAST community mem-
bers. Loved their enthusi-
asm, knowledge and deter-

mination to build a better 
future for their island. Has 
improved my understand-
ing of community views re-
garding fi sh farming.’
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Arainn 
Accountancy 

Services
T: 07979 856 616 E: aas@sky.com

Bookkeeping •  Credit Control •  Payroll •  VAT Returns
Computerised Accountancy systems

Committee to 
probe islands’ 
delivery charges

Good turnout for elderly forum winter lunch

The Scottish Affairs Com-
mittee will hold a one-off 
session into delivery charg-
es for island and remote 
communities who pay a 
premium for online pur-
chases.

The session, on Tues-
day February  27, will fea-
ture major online retail-
ers, delivery companies 
and organisations that have 
looked into delivery charg-
es, including Ofcom and 
Citizens’ Advice Scotland

It is estimated at least a 
million people in Scotland 
are subject to higher fees, 
longer delivery times or 
even refusal of service. The 
issue is most severe for is-
land communities, such as 
Arran, and the Highlands 
where charges can be as 
high as £18.60 per delivery 
and delivery times three 
days later than other parts 
of the UK.

Many online businesses 
use private delivery fi rms 
which are not subject to the 
same service obligations as 
Royal Mail.

The session will exam-
ine how prevalent high de-
livery charges are in Scot-
land and which areas are 
most affected. It will in-
vestigate what information 
is available to consumers 
about charges and if addi-
tional costs refl ect the real 
economic cost of deliver-
ing goods. Finally, it will 
look at what options exist 
for reducing or eliminating 
charges.

Announcing the session, 
chairman of the Scottish 
Affairs Committee Pete 
Wishart MP commented: 
‘High charges and lengthy 
delivery times are yet an-
other thing that makes it 
just that little bit harder for 
people and businesses out-
side the major population 
centres in Scotland. 

‘If you are paying £15 
more to get something de-
livered and having to wait 
three more days to receive 
it, then it makes a real dif-
ference to whether your 
business is competitive or 
not.’

Fiona Brown welcomes guests to the lunch. 01_B07elderly02

Prize draw winner Margaret Hamilton with chairwoman 
Fiona Brown. 01_B07elderly03

A table of guests at the winter lunch. 01_B07elderly01

There was a good turnout 
at the Arran Elderly Forum 
winter lunch held at Brod-
ick Golf Club last Wednes-
day.

All those gathered en-
joyed the splendid lunch, 
subsidised by grant fund-
ing,  and meeting up with 
friends. A surprise draw 
saw one lucky diner, Mary 
Hamilton from Shiskine, 
walk away with a £50 cash 
prize. 

Members had been asked 
to especially invite older 
people living on their own, 

but some senior couples 
were there too. 

Forum meetings are held 
in the Ormidale Pavilion on 
the third Wednesday of each 
month and Heather Baillie 
from Age Scotland will be 
the speaker on Wednesday 
February 21, 10.30am for  
an 11am start.

‘We would like to invite 
all interested persons to 
come along and hear of the 
many different things in 
which Age Scotland is in-
volved,’ chairwoman Fiona 
Brown said.

?ub Quiz - Wednesday 8.30 

FRANK  
DONNELLY 
Sunday 18th   
4pm  

Mr Hodge of Wallace Hodge & Co 
Ltd, Solicitors, Ayr, will be on Arran on 
Friday 23rd February 2018 and would 
be happy to meet with clients old and 
new to discuss matters and their legal 
affairs.  Mr Hodge proposes to call at 
various clients homes throughout the 
day of his visit to Arran and we would 
ask that you telephone 01292 611177 

for an appointment to be made.
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The Utter Nonsense Film which has not impressed North 
Ayrshire Council.

Jobs fair
Employers and potential 
employees are invited to at-
tend an Arran Jobs Fair on 
Wednesday February 28.

Working within the De-
partment of Education and 
Employment, the Saltcoats 
Job Centre Plus – who are 
hosting the event – aims 
to provide a wide range of 
jobs for those who are ac-
tively seeking employment.

The fair will take place at 
the Ormidale Centre from 
11am to 1pm and any inter-
ested parties can attend.

Taizé praise 
Arran Churches Together 
has resumed its Taizé praise 
and meditation worship.

Worship involves short 
chants prepared by the ec-
umenical Taize communi-
ty. Congregation led read-
ings and prayer are followed 
by periods of silent medita-
tion and refl ection. Tea and 
coffee are served at the end 
of the hour long service. The 
next meeting will be held on 
Thursday March 1 at 5.30pm 
in Holy Cross RC Church in 
Brodick. All welcome.

Council is not amused 
by pothole spoof video
North Ayrshire Council has 
failed to see the funny side 
of a spoof fi lm dealing with 
the topical issue of potholes 
on Arran, calling the fi lm 
‘disappointing’.

Arran fi lm production 
company Utter Nonsense 
Films released their latest 
spoof in the form of a coun-
cil training video for its staff.

The three-minute video 
features Scott Clark as the 
head of the ‘NA Cooncil’ 
and two road repair work-
men who receive instruc-
tions on how to fi ll potholes 
using the optimum fi lling 
agent, Coco Pops and milk!

In what is obviously a 
joke, they go on to remark 
that the fi lling lasts twice 
as long as the material the 
council presently uses.

Hinting at a more serious 
undertone, Ian Small is also 

featured in the video driving 
over the recently repaired 
pothole, his vehicle adorned 
with his campaign sign – Ar-
ran Roads Slowly Eroding 
Down – which council offi -
cials demanded he remove 
in 2009 or face the costs in-
volved in removing them. 
The signs were taken down.

However, the council in-
sists it is doing its best to 
deal with unavoidable pot-

holes, and has even drafted 
in additional machinery to 
repair the roads. It believes 
its staff are being negatively 
portrayed in the video.

A North Ayrshire Council 
spokesman said: ‘We have 
been made aware of the vid-
eo and are very disappoint-
ed at the portrayal of our 
hard-working employees. 
Arran is a tightknit commu-
nity where people are well 

known to one another, so we 
fi nd it unacceptable to un-
fairly target people who are 
doing their job.

‘Unfortunately, there is 
very little that can be done 
to stop potholes happen-
ing – that’s simply a re-
sult of the climate we live 
in. Across Scotland, includ-
ing Arran, there has been a 
sharp increase in the num-
ber of potholes caused by 
the extremely cold and wet 
winter we are experienc-
ing. To help ease the prob-
lems faced by motorists on 
Arran, new machinery will 
be arriving on the island 
this month to help our roads 
team repair potholes more 
quickly and more effi ciently.

‘In the meantime, we hope 
that the people behind the 
video will consider the im-
pact of their actions on our 

employees, and indeed their 
fellow islanders, who are 
doing their absolute best to 
keep Arran moving and al-
low them to continue their 
work without being target-
ed.’

A spokesman for the 
fi lm-makers said: ‘Ut-
ter Nonsense Films Arran 
are “disappointed” in NAC 
building a sense of humour 
bypass. Our fi lm highlights 
the thankless tasks under-
taken by road workers and 
no disrespect was intend-
ed to them (no road work-
ers, to our knowledge, were 
harmed in the making of this 
fi lm).

‘The fi lm is purely in-
tended to be funny, not po-
litical. It does seem to have 
touched a nerve, not only in 
North Ayrshire, but across 
the country.’

*Terms and Conditions apply. Sold as an agent of Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply. Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but 
can be subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE January 2018. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 7 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated.
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Editorial

Thought for the week

How to 
contact us
Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

Austerity 
questions
Sir,
In these times of Tory-in-
spired austerity, it’s okay 
people have opposing 
views on local authori-
ty budgets (Arran Banner, 
February 10).

Jamie Greene, Tory list 
MSP, might have been bet-
ter advised to stay out of the 
debate, though. He says: 
‘After 11 years of failing 
to grow the economy, it’s 
hard-working families in 
North Ayrshire who are 
footing the bill for Nicola 
Sturgeon’s mistakes.’

‘Hard working families’ 
may be struggling to work 
out exactly what he means. 
The Scottish economy has 
grown by nearly eight per 
cent since 2011. And its 
not at all clear what ‘Nico-
la Sturgeon’s mistakes’ are 
or were. So much for sound 
bites!

But I rather suspect the 
questions ‘hard working 
families’ will actually be 
asking are these.

Might the Scottish econo-
my be suffering from Tory 
austerity and from Brexit? 
Wasn’t it Jamie Greene’s 
party which opposed the 
Scottish parliament gaining 
additional economic pow-
ers 'to grow the economy'? 
And, if he earns £62,149 
as an MSP, why are we 
also 'footing the bill' for 
£29,765 (the second big-
gest expenses among Tory 
MSPs)? His leader, Ruth 
Davidson, managed on a 
mere £10,518.

Yours,
Malcolm Kerr,
Brodick.

Autism 
awareness
Sir,
The National Autistic Soci-
ety Scotland is urging Ar-
ran to get involved in their 
biggest fundraiser, World 

Autism Awareness Week 
(March 26 to April 2).

In the seven days leading 
up to World Autism Aware-
ness Day, April 2, the char-
ity is encouraging schools, 
workplaces and individuals 
on the island to take part 
in activities to raise money 
and autism awareness.

Whether it’s taking part in 
a bake sale, sponsored walk 
or wearing a onesie, there 
are plenty of ways in which 
Arran residents can get in-
volved at home, school 
or work. Free fundraising 
guides, packed full of great 
ideas on how to raise mon-
ey so the charity can con-
tinue their life-changing 
work can be downloaded 
from www.autism.org.uk/
waaw.

The charity needs the 
public’s support to raise vi-
tal funds to continue run-
ning campaigns like Too 
Much Information, train-
ing and sharing knowledge 
with professionals working 
with autistic people, and so 
much more.

This World Autism 
Awareness Week, I hope 
people living on Arran will 
get involved and help us 
raise vital funds so we can 
continue to make a differ-
ence to autistic people in 
Scotland.

Yours,
Stephanie Stewart,
National Autistic Society 

Scotland.

Second class
Sir,
I was appalled to learn 

from the press that the 
Westminster Tory Govern-
ment regards the people of 
Scotland as second class 
citizens by not allowing 
the Holyrood MSPs to have 
proper sight of their Brexit 
assessments.

I can’t help suspecting the 
Tories have something to 
hide. They appear to be ex-
tremely muddled about just 
what they do want. I am un-
der the impression Labour 
are not very clear either.

When we have an es-
tablished market with our 
near European neighbours, 
Brexit is like a bad dream. 
We do urgently need inde-
pendence to save Scottish 
jobs.

Yours,
Sue Swain,
Dunbar.

The new pier at Brodick 
is offi cially open and has 
handled its fi rst commer-
cial ship. 

Reader John Bara-
clough was on hand 
when regular visitor, the  
MV Burhou 1, arrived to 
unload gravel from from 
Glensanda quarry on the 
Morven Peninsula at the 
new pier last week.

The cargo ship was 
the fi rst to berth at the 
pier since CMAL is-
sued its Notice To Mar-

New pier open to commercial traffic

iners on Thursday January 
18, which declared the pier 
open to commercial traffi c, 

but still no sign of when 
it may be open to ferry 
passengers.  

‘Love does not delight 
in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. It always pro-
tects, always trusts, al-
ways hopes, always 
perseveres. Love nev-
er fails.’ 1 Corinthians 
13:6-8

Erosion 
worries
The long-term forecasts 
for the erosion of the Ar-
ran coastline are worrying 
indeed.

We say ‘long-term’ but, 
given that erosion normally 
takes thousands, if not mil-
lions, of years to make a 
drastic impact, 30 years 
seems a very short period 
of time indeed.

But in that time both 
Brodick and Lamlash 
could have lost their front 
greens and the main road 
at Machrie may be washed 
away. This is a serious uni-
versity commissioned gov-
ernment study which can-
not be dismissed as mere 
scaremongering.

Yes, research is now start-
ing into just what can be 
done both locally by the 
Ayrshire councils and na-
tionally by the govern-
ment’s Dynamic Coast pro-
ject, but everyone knows 
how hard it is to turn back 
the tide.

And while it may be a bit 
of being too little, too late, 
it is at least good to see the 
government report directly 
blaming the removal of 
sand from Brodick beach in 
the 1970s and 1980s for the 
present problems.

Arran residents can go on-
line or attend a meeting on 
the island later this month 
to see the full extent of just 
what erosion will mean to 
Arran in the coming years. 

We hope its not too late 
to act.
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Six Arran youth projects 
are to get a cash boost after 
youngsters voted in num-
bers to help secure more 
than £5,000 for island pro-
jects.

Over a week, ending last 
Friday, almost 7,000 young 
people, representing almost 
50 per cent of those eligi-
ble, visited Young Scot’s 
online voting platform to 
decide how £50,000 should 
be allocated to youth pro-
jects across North Ayrshire.

The exercise formed 
part of the council’s Year 
of Young People (YoYP) 
2018 programme and at-
tracted funding applica-
tions from youth groups, 
organisations and individ-
uals based on one of the 

Arran Youth Foundations has been short-
listed for a national award.

The charity’s leaders were nominated, 
by young people who attend the group, for 
the mental health and well-being award 
at Youthlink Scotland’s annual awards. 
The AYF team is in the fi nal three, with 
the winner to be announced on Thursday 
March 15 at the Glasgow’s Crowne Pla-
za Hotel.

The award is sponsored by Mental Health 
Foundation Scotland and NHS Health 
Scotland and AYF’s two employees, 
Graeme Johnston and Hollie Watkins, will 
be hoping to enjoy as successful a night as 
they did at last year’s event. Graeme won 
national full-time youth worker of the year 
at the ceremony in 2017, while Hollie won 
national part-time youth worker.

It has been a successful year for the or-
ganisation, which also won trophies at 
the Arran Community Voluntary Servic-
es volunteer awards, with founder Helen 
Kerr winning community champion 2017 
and young volunteer Abbie Jackson lifting 
young volunteer of the year.

This latest nomination is recognition of 
the work that AYF’s youth work team do 
to help youngsters around the island with 
their mental health and well being – sup-
porting LGBT+ youngsters through week-
ly activities and counselling many other 
young people to help combat depression, 
self-harm, grief, stress and other issues. 
The youth workers often make referrals 
to other services including CAMHS, GPs, 
Penumbra and school counselling.

Youth work project manager Graeme 
Johnston said: ‘All of us at AYF are look-
ing forward to the awards evening and we 
hope just being shortlisted will highlight 
to everyone on Arran that we are here to 

Bumper cash boost for 
Arran youth projects

six YoYP themes of cul-
ture; education; enterprise 
and regeneration; equality 
and discrimination; health 
and well-being and partic-
ipation.

Young people aged 8-25 
were asked to rate projects 
in order of preference – 
with the most popular giv-
en a share of the funding.

And from the eight Ar-

ran projects in the running, 
six were successful. Arran 
High School Mountain Bike 
Club, Arran Youth Founda-
tions (LGBT group), Arran 
Youth Foundations (cook-
ing school) and Arran Kay-
ak Club will each receive 
£1,000. Arran’s Duke of 
Edinburgh Group received 
£971.80 and the Arran The-
atre and Arts Trust received 
£240.20. Arran Junior Tri-
athlon Club and North Ayr-
shire’s Got Talent Group 
were unsuccessful in secur-
ing funding this round.

North Ayrshire’s youth 
champion Councillor 
Shaun Macaulay said: 
‘We’re delighted so many 
young people from all 
over North Ayrshire got in-

The high school mountain bike group were one of the 
group’s to bene� t. 

volved in this special event. 
They turned out in their 
thousands to decide how 
£50,000 should be spend 
on activities and events that 
celebrate this fantastic year 
for young people.

‘We are delighted with the 
huge participation levels, 
which goes to show how 
engaged our young people 
are here in North Ayrshire.

‘We hope it was a fun 
and rewarding initiative for 
them all and we look for-
ward to hearing how the 
money has helped enhance 
2018 – the Year of Young 
People.’

The initiative was deliv-
ered in partnership with 
Young Scot, the nation-
al information and citizen-

ship organisation for young 
people in Scotland. Louise 
Macdonald, chief executive 
of Young Scot, said: ‘It’s 
wonderful to see so many 
young people in North Ayr-
shire take up the opportu-
nity to decide which youth 
projects are most important 
to them.

‘North Ayrshire Council 
has embraced the values of 
the Year of Young People 
2018 and put young peo-
ple at the heart of decision 
making. This has been the 
biggest budgeting vote ever 
conducted using the Young 
Scot e-voting platform and 
shows how technology can 
be used to make it easy for 
young people to get in-
volved in local democracy.’

AYF also lends a helping hand

help. We are looking to support as many 
young people as we can, not just with fun 
activities, but building resilience in young 
people and offering an ear to anyone who 
needs, whether that might be that they are 
struggling with bullying, exam stress, the 
loss of a loved one or anything else they 
have on their mind.’

Graeme Johnston and Hollie Watkins of 
the AYF at the award ceremony last year. 
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ARRAN IN FOCUS 

We love doing weddings and 
would be delighted to discuss 
your individual needs to make 
your images special. Small 
or large, each wedding has 
its own character and we 
aim to capture a range of 
formal and candid images to 

illustrate your day. We are 
happy inside or out and work 
with the local surroundings to 
ensure you don’t miss your 
own celebrations. We try to 
accommodate any special 
requests you may have, along 
with all the usual groupings of 
the wedding party and your 
guests.

TAYLOR MADE 
BEAUTY

Offers a range of professional 
beauty treatments to ensure 
all members of the bridal 
party are perfectly pampered 
and prepared for the big day! 
Treatments range from spray 
tanning with the award winning 

Sienna X Spray Tan to luscious 
lashes, perfectly polished nails 
and fl awless bridal make up. 
TMB only invests in the highest 
quality beauty products which 
are known to achieve the 
best results.  Offering both a 
mobile and in-salon service, 
TMB is extremely fl exible 
to best suit the busy bridal 

schedule.  Don’t hesitate to 
contact for any further details 
or questions!
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Weddings

TAYLOR MADE Sienna X Spray Tan to luscious 
lashes, perfectly polished nails 

Weddings

Sienna X Spray Tan to luscious 

WeddingsWeddings

TAYLOR MADE Sienna X Spray Tan to luscious 

Photo by Andy Surridge

WeddingsWeddings
Whether you are 

lucky enough to live 
on Arran or simply 

enjoy spending time here, 
the island is one of the most 
beautiful places in the world 
to celebrate your marriage.
All year round the wonderful 
scenery provides the perfect 
backdrop to your special 
day ensuring a wedding on 
Arran is sure to be one to 
remember.

backdrop to your special 
day ensuring a wedding on 
Arran is sure to be one to Arran is sure to be one to Arran is sure to be one to Arran is sure to be one to 



ANDY SURRIDGE
For several years, Andy 
Surridge together with his wife 
Nikki have been a familiar sight 
at any Arran wedding, capturing 
those precious moments on 
camera. From the most intimate 
of ceremonies or celebrations 
in grand style it is always a 
privilege to photograph such 
a special occasion in your 
life. We aim to record the 

celebration, the fun and of 
course, those hidden moments, 
discreetly letting the day unfold 
in front of the camera.  Our 
wedding photography is about 
story telling - capture of the 
emotions and atmosphere of 
the day through reportage style 
photography and together with 
stunning images with Arran’s 
scenery as your backdrop, I 
create a contemporary, stylish 
and complete story of your 

wedding day in pictures to last 
a lifetime.

KILDONAN HOTEL 

Perched on the southern tip of 
the Isle of Arran, overlooking 
panoramic sea views of the Firth 
of Clyde, Pladda Island and 
Ailsa Craig, the Kildonan Hotel 
is the perfect intimate wedding 
venue and is fully licensed 
for all marriage ceremonies. 

The outdoor area is simply 
stunning. Well-maintained 
gardens, incorporating a 
beautiful gazebo in the centre 
for ceremonies, decking area 
and feature stone walls for 
amazing photographs. And of 
course the beach is literally 
a stone’s throw away with 
basking seals, diving gannets 
and otters playing on the rocks.
You will have exclusive use 

of the Function/Dining room 
which has fl oor to ceiling 
windows all around, giving you 
and your wedding guests those 
amazing views in the day and a 
romantic sunset in the evening. 
The layout and décor of the 
room itself will complement 
your personal style and colours 
making your special day truly 
unique.
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ARRAN MOBILE 
DISCO
With over twenty years of 
experience providing music 
at weddings, parties, ceilidhs 
and special occasions, the 
Arran Mobile Disco can 
be trusted to help create 
the party that you want 
with memories that will last 
long after the event. Taking 
immense pride in creating 
the perfect atmosphere 
for your event, we play the 
music that you want to hear 
and the songs that you like. 
With competitive rates, a 
powerful sound and lighting 
system, give us a call on 
01770 830615 or email 
christraill01@gmail.com to 
get your event started off on 
the right note.  

ARRAN DAWN
Heather Macleod and 
Stuart Farrar, Musical 
duo with clarsach, small 
pipes and whistles.With a 
selection of tunes and songs 
accompanied by harp, low 
whistles and small pipes, 
Arran Dawn are the perfect 
duo to provide ambient and 
evocative music for small 
functions and wedding 
ceremonies.For weddings 
we can play for the guests 
arriving, the Bride’s entrance 
and interludes, such as 
the signing of the register. 
For more information on 
repertoire, bookings and 
pricing, please contact: 
Heather T:01770 700599 E: 
arranstudioshop@btinternet.
com 
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Arran is given a 30-year coastal erosion warning
Another 100 metres to 
be lost at Brodick beach
Special report by 
Hugh Boag

Climate change could see 
the shoreline at Brodick 
beach eroded by another 
100 metres in just 30 years, 
a new government report 
has warned.

The report also directly 
blames the erosion on the 
‘ill-advised’ removal of sand 
from this beach in the 1970s 
and 1980s. And there’s 
bad news for Lamlash and 
Machrie where erosion is 
likely to have  reached the 
main road through each vil-
lage by 2050 unless urgent 
action is taken.

The fi ndings come in 
Scotland’s National Coast-
al Change Assessment, a 
two year study into the ero-
sion around the country’s 
coast which found nearly a 
fi fth of Scotland’s coastline 
is at risk.

Now as North Ayrshire 
Council launch a shore-
line consultation, steps that 
could be taken to mitigate 
the erosion are to be stud-
ied by new research. The 
next phase of the Dynam-
ic Coast project will use 
the latest monitoring tech-
niques to map and catego-
rise the resilience of the 
Scottish coast and identify 
the links between erosion 
and fl ooding.

The initial study used three 
specifi c dates to measure 
coastal erosion starting back 
in 1890, then 1978 and up to 
the present day.

The study states: ‘Brod-
ick Bay is approximate-
ly 1.5 km long and bisect-
ed by the river that exits 
from Glen Rosa. Behind 
the sandy beach lies open 
ground supporting a golf 
course, and in the south, an 
access road, car park and 
playing fi elds.

‘Almost along its full 
length, the 1890 Mean 
High Water Springs 
(MHWS) line lies well 
seaward of the current po-
sition; up to 70 m in the 
south of the bay. In 1890 
the beach was fronted by 
a long spit that extended 
north across the river exit 
but by 1978 this had re-
treated landward by 30m.

‘By 2014 the LiDAR line 
is a further 20m landward 
so that some 70m has been 
lost since 1890 in the south. 
In the north some 30m of 
recession occurred between 
1890 and 1978 and a fur-
ther 10m to 2014 adds up 
to 40m of loss 1890-2014. 
The losses continue in the 
south with the artifi cial ad-
dition of sand dredged from 
the replacement pier and 
fed to the beach in 2016. 
This sand has subsequently 

been lost to the north of the 
river exit which is now ac-
creting as a result.

The report states cate-
gorically: ‘The erosion of 
Brodick beach is direct-
ly attributable to the ill-ad-
vised removal of sand from 
this beach in the 1970s and 
1980s. 

‘Artifi cial sand bags have 
been placed at the back of 
the beach in 2015 as well as 
a short stubby rock groyne 
to slow the rate of erosion, 
to little avail. There are now 
plans to protect the shore 
by the insertion of boulder 
rip rap and groynes. Brod-
ick is notifi ed as a poten-
tially vulnerable area.

‘Using the rates of erosion 
1978 to 2014 and project-
ing them forward to 2050 
reveal a substantial length 
of Brodick Bay to be of 
concern with 600m of the 
beach in the north expected 
to recede by up to 20m. In 
the south almost 200m may 
erode inland by up to 15m.

‘The beach in the north is 
backed by sand dune and 
the northern part of the golf 
course, with no buildings 
under threat. In the south, 
the beach is backed by the 
southern part of the golf 
course as well as a path-
way, recreational areas, 
car park and buildings that 
will be cause for concern 

in the future. At the riv-
er exit the projected reces-
sion of MHWS by 2050 is 
some 100m inland but this 
is generated by the fl uctua-
tions in the exit of the river 
and may well be an overes-
timate that will change over 
time.’

The study also considers 
Lamlash Bay to be a po-
tentially vulnerable area. 
It states: ‘At Lamlash, the 
1895 MHWS coincides 
with the 1978 position 

showing no real change 
over that time period. Since 
1978 and 2014 however, 
there has been up to 15m 
(0.4 m/yr) of recession over 
the 200m central section of 
shore that lies between the 
two river exits.

‘Although the erosion 
along the Lamlash shore 
largely affects dune and

recreational land, the pro-
jected erosion infl uenced 
area does affect two build-
ings in the extreme south, 

with several additional 
buildings and 130m of the 
A841 road falling within 
the erosion vicinity zone.’

On the west coast the 
study also has concerns at 
Machrie. It states: ‘Two ar-
eas at Machrie have shown 
recession since 1895. In 
the south, where the river 
exits, the shore has reced-
ed by 25m from 1895 to 
1979 and a further 25m to 
2014 LiDAR. In the north, 
at the Machrie golf course, 

Another 100 metres of Brodick beach could be lost in just 30 years. 01_B07erode01

The new sea defences which have been installed to try to protect Lamlash Green. 01_B07erode02 The road close to the shoreline at Machrie which is under threat. 01_B07erode03
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Scottish Environment Secretary Roseanna 
Cunningham.

Dr Mike Cantlay is chairman of Scottish 
Natural Heritage.

Arran is given a 30-year coastal erosion warning

the MHWS has retreated 
by 40m between 1895 and 
1979 and then by 10m to 
2014 over 400m. This is 
despite coarse gravels be-
ing placed on the upper 
shore at the toe of the vege-
tated erosional scarp.

‘In the south, there are no 
assets under threat at the 
stream exit. In the north at 
the Machrie golf course, 
the projected loss by 2050 
over 120m of coast is 16m, 
with the erosion infl uenced 

zone extending over 140m 
and the erosion vicinity to 
over 240m and 80m inland. 
The erosion infl uenced 
zone includes golf course 
buildings.

‘Crucially, the only pe-
rimeter access road along 
the west coast of Arran is 
unprotected, very close to 
MHWS, and is of potential 
concern in the future should 
rates of erosion change.’

The latest stage of the re-
search, led by the Scot-

tish Government and SNH 
and carried out by the Uni-
versity of Glasgow was 
launched last month and 
is funded by CREW (Cen-
tre for Expertise in Wa-
ter). It will focus on spe-
cifi c study sites to forecast 
future change and erosion-
al damage and also work 
with stakeholders like local 
authorities, SEPA and His-
toric Environment Scotland 
to develop plans to mitigate 
these effects.

Cabinet Secretary for 
the environment, climate 
change and land reform 
Roseanna Cunningham 
said: ‘Rising sea levels, 
increased coastal erosion 
and fl ooding have caused 
substantial damage to our 
coastlines and communities 
over the last few decades 
and the pace of erosion is 
increasing. We need to take 
action now to adapt and ad-
just to these changes.

‘This research will fore-
cast the extent of dam-
age that could be caused 
to our precious coastlines 
through the effects of cli-
mate change and will work 
with communities, local 
authorities, transport agen-
cies and other planning 
bodies to develop plans to 
manage coastal change be-
fore it’s too late.’

Scottish Natural Herit-

age is managing Dynam-
icCoast.com. Chairman Dr 
Mike Cantlay said: ‘Scot-
land’s beaches and dunes 
play a vital role in protect-
ing £13 billion-worth of 
buildings and roads. That 
is more than twice that cur-
rently protected by sea-
walls. By their dynamic na-
ture, shifting sand dunes 
can replenish areas of 
shoreline; as such they are 
our natural defences. This 
ensures that our beaches 
and dunes can be a natu-
ral ally in combating the ef-
fects of climate change.

‘And by working with na-
ture at the coast, we can 
help ease and adapt to cli-
mate change impacts – in 
particular sea level rise and 
storms.

‘We and our partners in 
Dynamic Coast are com-
mitted to forecasting future 

risks and highlight where 
we can help nature to help 
us build resilience to cli-
mate change and ensure ex-
isting and future develop-
ment is secure.’

Dynamic Coast’s Princi-
pal Investigator, the Uni-
versity of Glasgow’s Pro-
fessor Jim Hansom, said: 
‘We are now facing dec-
ades of future sea level rise 
and increasing erosion and 
fl ooding at the coast, so we 
need to better understand 
the increased risk posed by 
climate change to coastal 
assets and communities.

‘We need to know wheth-
er to adapt, defend or move 
those coastal assets as well 
as how social justice might 
be better incorporated into 
future policies. Failure to 
act now will lead to en-
hanced costs and impacts 
later.’

Another 100 metres of Brodick beach could be lost in just 30 years. 01_B07erode01

The road close to the shoreline at Machrie which is under threat. 01_B07erode03 Serious erosion at the Fisherman’s Walk pictured two years ago. 01_B07erode04
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Historical talks to raise 
funds for war memorial
Two fascinating pictorial 
talks on the history of Pirn-
mill are to be given by vil-
lage resident Fiona Laing, 
who is raising funds for a 
First World War memorial.

The memorial will be for 
the eight soldiers - three 
of whom have never been 

Gold award for green glamping

A luxury yurt o� ering home comforts which has earned 
Runach Arainn Glamping a Green Tourism’s top Gold 
Award. No_B06green01

Eco-camping company 
Runach Arainn Glamp-
ing has been awarded The 
Green Tourism business 
scheme’s top gold honour  
for environmental perfor-
mance throughout the busi-
ness.

Runach Arainn - which 
means secret or beloved 
Arran in Gaelic - is a small, 
glamping, or glamorous 
camping site, at the south 
end of Arran in Kilmory.

Offering self-catering 
glamping accommodation 
in luxury yurts with pri-

The Green Tourism logo.

vate bathrooms, full-size 
double beds, wood burning 
stoves, fi re pits and sofas, 
the yurts demonstrate that 
going green does not have 
to mean a lack of resourc-
es, or comfort.

Pippa Downing from 
Runach Arainn said: ‘With 
wood burning stoves, solar 
lighting, posh compost loos 
and the aim of environ-
mental protection through-

out, we hope this award 
will help promote our be-
lief in providing both green 
and brilliant holidays.’

This environmental 
award follows Runach 
Arainn winning the AA UK 
Glamping Site of the Year 
2018 Award. Further infor-
mation on Runach Arainn 
Glamping’s green creden-
tials can be found at www.
runacharainn.com

An artist’s impression of how the memorial will look. 
Clark’s old bobbin mill from which Pirnmill derived its name. 

commemorated before - 
who left Pirnmill to fi ght 
for their country and never 
returned home.

Utilising an extensive 
photographic collection by 
business owners, the An-
derson family, Fiona pro-
vides a detailed and illus-

trated historical account 
showing the development 
of the village from the 
1890s through to the 1920s 
and beyond.

Fiona said: ‘Pirnmill is an 
oft overlooked village, but 
like Arran’s other villag-
es, has a rich history of its 
own dating back thousands 
of years. The village has 
been the site of discover-
ies of Bronze age axe heads 
and gold artefacts linking 
the area to Ireland and the 
Kingdom of Dalraida, with 
its seat of power at Dunadd 
in Argyll.

‘Saint Columba, Robert 
the Bruce, the Clark’s of 
Paisley and the suffragette 
movement all have links 
with Pirnmill and its sur-
rounding area.  Steamers 

called almost daily from 
the 1880s through until 
the outbreak of the Second 
World War and in the 1920s 
the village garage became 
established as the Ford 
dealership for the whole is-
land, having introduced the 
fi rst hire car to the island in 
1913.’

As part of the village 
fundraising efforts for the 
memorial, old pictures, 
historical artefacts and lo-
cal anecdotes will enable 
Fiona to portray a powerful 
and interesting talk on the 
history of Pirnmill and the 
surrounding area.

The talk has already been 

given twice to great ac-
claim and due to popular 
demand will be repeated 
in Pirnmill Village Hall to-
day (Saturday) at 7pm and 
then in Brodick Library on 
Wednesday February 21, 
at 2pm. Entry is by dona-
tion to the Pirnmill memo-
rial fund.



Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle Garden only open 9am-dusk
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Brewery Open Mon - Thursday 11.30am - 4.30pm
 Friday & Saturday,10am - 4.30pm, Sun - Closed

Saturday 17th February
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery 9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception 9.30am – noon
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games   Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live music – Shenanigans  Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live music – The Oscar Cordoba Band jazz, rock, fusion The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
 

Sunday 18th February
Live music – Joni Keen Duo Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 2pm-5pm
Family games  Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Frank Donnelly, covering indie, pop, country and RnB The PHT, Lamlash,  4pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday 19th February
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30am -10.30am
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Over-50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm-4pm
Arran Historical Society, speaker Penny McWatters Brodick Public Hall, 2.00pm - 3.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Brèagha Holistic Beauty, Corrie, 5pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Shiskine Church Hall, 5.15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Brodick Church Hall, 6pm                                                          
Adult tennis Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6pm-7.30pm
Circuit training Auchrannie Gym, 6pm-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7pm-9pm
Arran Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Tae Kwon Do Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm
Live music – Arran Dawn Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm

Tuesday 20th February
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy Outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Metafi t Class Arran High School, 6pm
Flow yoga, Corrie Hall, 6pm
Pilates Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm 
Auchrannie winter bowls Brodick, 7pm 
Youth club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Fiona’s FitSteps Arran High School, 7pm
Arran Rotary Club Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 7pm for 7.30pm
Scottish country dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Tim Pomeroy Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Pop quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Wednesday 21st February
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am- 2pm and 4pm -5pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Elderly Forum, speaker Age Scotland Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 10.30am for 11am

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
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Chair yoga St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Bus Pass Club free soup The PHT, Lamlash, 12noon -2.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service 10.30am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm
Knittery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Zumba Gold Brodick Church Hall, 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lamlash Church Hall, 5pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness) Brodick Church Hall, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
RUNclub – mixed ability Dunfi on, Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow yoga Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwon Do Arran High School, Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Mixed hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30pm-9pm
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Cams Campbell Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Family friendly pub quiz PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm
Rock an pop bingo Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 22nd February
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Morning fi tness, Auchrannie gym 9.30am -10.30am
Chair yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Arran Skinnymalinks Brodick Church Hall, between10.30am -12noon
Music Matters Lamlash Church Hall, 2pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Adult tennis  Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm 
Arran ladies’ netball   Arran High School, 6 -7pm
Ladies’ hockey   Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Arran Soul Choir Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Arran Bridge Club Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Live music – Shenanigans Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
General knowledge quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 23rd February
Arran Vets  Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets  Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee morning for charities, all welcome Corrie and Sannox Hall, 10.30am
Smart Recovery meeting, all welcome Lamlash High School, Lamlash, 6.00pm
Build your own steak night The PHT, Lamlash,  5pm - 9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
AA meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Tae Kwon Do  Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 9pm
Live music – Cams Campbell Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Steak night The PHT, Lamlash, from 5pm
One Act Drama Festival Community Theatre, Lamlash, 7pm for 7.30pm

Saturday 24th February
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery 9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception 9.30am – noon
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games  Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live music – Seamus McKenna Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live music – The George Lindsay Blues Band, The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
One Act Drama Festival Community Theatre, Lamlash, 7pm for 7.30pm
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CELEBRATE SCOTLAND’S 
COUNTRYSIDE AT THE

2018 SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY & GALA DINNER

THURSDAY 22nd MARCH 2018
AT DYNAMIC EARTH, EDINBURGH

WWW.SCOTTISHRURALAWARDS.ORG

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OUR SPONSORS

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

20182018

Trust learns all about the 
new MV Glen Sannox
Arran Civic Trust mem-
bers and guests enjoyed 
an informative talk about  
CMAL’s newest vessel, the 
MV Glen Sannox, writes 
Sally Campbell.

An audience of 50 peo-
ple turned up for the pres-
entation by James Ander-
son, director of vessels and 
the ship’s architect Lewis 
Hammell, from CMAL.

The new ship, being built 
at Ferguson’s Yard in Port 
Glasgow and launched last 
November, is now being 
fi tted out. James explained 
the reasoning behind the 
challenge to both meet 
the increasing demand on 
the Brodick to Ardrossan 
route, due in part to RET, 
as well as to be a more fu-
el-effi cient vessel with new 

A large gathering attended the Arran Civic Trust meeting to learn about the Glen Sannox. 

James Anderson, director of vessels at CMAL with civic trust chairman John Inglis. 

technologies on board to 
ensure reliability. It was a 
fascinating illustrated talk, 
with enthusiastic and in-
formed presentations from 
both James and Lewis.

The main hull of steel and 
the superstructure of alu-
minium is designed to meet 
expectations over the next 
35 years’ service life with 
1,000 passengers, 34 crew 
cabins, and a ship capable 
of carrying 130 cars with 
an open aft deck for haz-
ardous cargo. There will 
be four passenger lifts al-
lowing access from the car 
deck to all passenger decks 
with assurances there will 
be enough room to get out 
of the cars once parked 
on the car decks. The ves-
sel will be capable of be-

ing used on many CalMac 
routes.

On the performance side, 
greenhouse gas emissions 
will be reduced by 20 per 
cent. The liquifi ed natural 
gas (LNG) will be stored 
in a tank weighing 100 
tonnes, at present the only 
LNG terminal in the UK 
capable of fi lling road tank-
ers is the Isle of Grain ter-
minal in Kent. The ship will 
have two main engines and 
three large auxiliary gener-
ators. Three bow thrusters 
and a stern thruster will as-
sist docking.

Lewis explained the lay-
out of the ship. There will 
be a much larger and more 
comfortable medical trans-
fer room for patients and 
family; fi ve areas for pas-

sengers, fore and aft loung-
es on level fi ve, each able to 
accommodate 250 people.  
The observation lounge on 
level six will accommodate 
260 people and there will 
be two exterior decks - one 
covered. Also included are 
a cafeteria and shop, video 
gaming area and two pet ar-
eas. Provision of a bar facil-
ity is still under discussion. 
There will be much better 
lower windows to enable 

passengers to take in visual 
surroundings from the ship 
when they are sitting down, 
so a major improvement on 
the Cally Isles.

The ship, we were as-
sured, will ‘turn on a six-
pence’, and simulation ex-
ercises show the ship can 
hold station in 50 knots of 
wind and have great ma-
noeuvrability. It is 102.4 
metres long, compared to 
the Cally Isles of 94m, so 

there were questions about 
Ardrossan.

CMAL, Peel Ports and the 
Scottish government are in 
weekly discussions about 
Ardrossan and potential ac-
cess systems. The simulator 
for training is continuing to 
be developed and discus-
sions about Ardrossan har-
bour are on-going.

This was a fascinating in-
sight into the new ferry due 
to enter service in 2019.
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Lamlash SWI held its fi rst 
meeting of the new year on 
Wednesday February 7 af-
ter the January Scots night 
was cancelled because of 
snow.

Luckily for members, two 
days before the February 
meeting they had enjoyed 
the generous hospitality of 
Kilmory institute as guests 
at its Burns Supper where 
the traditional meal, music 
and poetry was greatly en-
joyed by everyone.

After business was com-
pleted, the popular four 
corners night got un-
der way. Mary McKen-
zie demonstrated meringue 
roulade, Hilary Stubbs or-
ganised jewellery mak-
ing, Kirsty Forsyth was 
in charge of origami and 
Kathleen  Sowden led the 
crochet group. Sadly, time 
limits and people becom-
ing so engrossed in the 
group they were at resulted 
in most people only manag-
ing one activity so hopeful-
ly these four corners will be 
repeated next session.

Liz Rose won both the ex-
hibition and the competi-
tion. The hostesses for the 
evening served a delicious 
supper and the raffl e was 
drawn before the evening 
fi nished with more chat 

Anyone in Arran interested in learn-
ing fi lm-making skills and using 
them to share their stories about liv-
ing and working by or in the sea is in-
vited to a workshop by professional 
community artist and fi lmmaker Ed 
Webb-Ingall.

The workshop is part of Shore, 
a multi-arts touring project led by 
award-winning arts-science organisa-
tion Invisible Dust that aims to spark 
a Scotland-wide conversation about 
people’s relationship to the seas and 
oceans and the role of marine pro-
tected areas in preserving or shor-

ing up endangered aquatic worlds. 
The fi nal fi lms made by award-win-
ning Ed and Margaret Salmon will be 
screened in nine coastal communities 
across Scotland between July and 
next April, including at the Screen 
Machine on Arran.

The Community of Arran Seabed 
Trust (COAST) will be hosting the 
workshop in their offi ces at the old 
tennis pavilion in Lamlash.

Topics covered will include: basic 
video techniques, editing in camera, 
green screen, experimental fi lm mak-
ing, storytelling and interview tech-

niques. It will equip participants with 
the knowledge and skills needed to 
work as part of a group to make a 
video with Ed that will be screened 
all over Scotland - with everyone’s 
name on the big screen in the credits.

The workshop will take place on 
Saturday March 3 and Sunday March 
4 and places must be booked in ad-
vance. It is open to all ages and no 
previous experience is necessary. 
Equipment will be provided, along 
with light refreshments. Anyone aged 
14 or under must be accompanied by 
an adult.

Free film making weekend workshop

Ladies enjoy four corners night

June Milne and Kathleen Sowden enjoy crochet corner. 

The ladies try origami. 

Mary McKenzie demonstrates how to make a delicious 
meringue roulade. 

and names being gathered 
for the annual outing and 
help at the Christmas party 
fundraiser on Easter Satur-
day. We look forward to as 
many members as possible 
coming to the March meet-
ing. Remember to bring 
an old paperback book if 
you wish to join our guest 
demonstrator  in making an 
origami object with a book 
instead of a sheet of paper.

Janet Mair
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First signs of 
approaching 
springtime

January 2018 had a mean 
temperature more than a 
degree colder than the pre-
vious January and had al-
most twice as much rain as 
last year with snow at times 
even to low levels. While 
the weather was not condu-
cive to being out of doors, 
almost 100 species were re-
ported.

Highlights included: a 
pair of goosander at Fish-
erman’s Walk on 12th, four 
little grebe in Loch Ran-
za on 17th and a merlin on 
Braehead Farm on 20th.  
Two of our more secre-
tive species were also re-

A male goosander, a stunning saw billed duck which are 
increasing in number. Photo by Dennis Morrison

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

JANUARY

ported: a water rail by Slid-
dery Shore on 12th and 
three moorhen at Port na 
Lochan on 22nd.  In addi-
tion there were reports of 
all three divers including: 
two great northern diver in 
Catacol Bay on 18th, six 
black-throated diver off 
Largymore on 22nd and 
a red-throated diver off 
Sandbraes on 29th.

Wintering wildfowl num-
bers included: 430 grey-
lag geese in the Shiskine 
Valley on 9th, one whoop-
er swan at Mossend Pond 
on 10th, six white-front-
ed geese in the Shiskine 
Valley on 18th, 43 wig-
eon in Feorline on 22nd, 18 
pink-footed geese on Cor-
riecravie Moor on 25th, 17 
barnacle geese over Slid-
dery on 26th and 92 teal 
at Kilpatrick Point also on 
26th.  Other winter visi-
tors included: seven purple 
sandpiper at Silver Sands 
on 18th, 80 fi eldfare at 
Sliddery on 19th, 14 rook 
in Sliddery also on 19th and 
47 redwing on Corriecravie 
Moor on 25th.  There were 
no January reports of wax-
wing or brambling.

Wintering fl ocks includ-
ed: 17 lapwing on Kilpat-
rick Farm on 10th, 15 turn-
stone in Catacol Bay on 
14th, 110 starling in Slid-
dery on 19th, 150 chaf-
fi nch on Braehead Farm 
on 20th, 65 curlew at 
Cleiteadh Buidhe on 22nd, 
17 common crossbill at the 
Dyemill also on 22nd, 17 
yellowhammer on Corrie-
cravie Moor on 25th, 56 
ringed plover at Blackwa-
terfoot on 26th and 12 red-
shank at Kilpatrick Point 
also on 26th.

Interesting garden birds 
included: two bullfi nch in 
Whiting Bay on 9th, 30 
siskin in Shiskine on 14th, 
one treecreeper in Lamlash 
on 19th, one great spotted 
woodpecker in Margnaheg-
lish on 24th, 19 long-tailed 
tit in Lamlash on 26th, 11 
collared dove in Corrie on 
28th and one blackcap in 
Lamlash on 29th.  In a fu-
ture bird note there will be 
a report on the Arran RSPB 
Big Garden Birdwatch 
Weekend of January 27 to 
29.

While there were only 
two records of return-

ing gannet, a single north 
of Lochranza and a single 
south of Whiting Bay both 
on 29th, shelduck were on 
numerous coastal territo-
ries including Auchenhew, 
Clauchlands, Cosyden, 
Drumadoon, Fisherman’s 
Walk, Kildonan, Kilpat-
rick, King’s Cave and Pirn-
mill. Other signs of ap-
proaching spring included: 
20 courting eider in Whit-
ing Bay on 29th and dis-
playing golden eagle over 
Lochranza on 30th.  But the 
winter is not over yet.

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me 
at jim@arranbirding.co.uk  
I look forward to hearing 
from you. For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2016 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk

White-fronted goose. 
Photo Jim Cassels

Moorhen, a secretive bird on Arran.
Photo Dennis Morrison 

Gannet, the � rst returning bird seen in January. 
Photo by Dennis Morrison 

For service second to none give us a call on 
01770 302999 or 07717216283 

or come and visit in person 
at Auchrannie Road, Brodick.

          fi nd us on facebook

ARRAN 
Garage Services Ltd
Arran’s newest and Brodick’s only

 MOT Testing Centre

Offering you a wide 
range of services including:-

          Servicing

          Tyres

          Diagnostics

          Suspension

          Exhausts

          Repairs
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Toeing the line
Yellow lines are on the way. The idea 
has been proposed and fought against for 
many years. But as traffi c problems have 
grown in Brodick, pressure to use the nor-
mal means of marshalling car users has in-
creased.

A report will go shortly to North Ayrshire 
Council outlining exactly where it is sug-
gested that the yellow lines ought to be. 
They would be in two areas, around the 
shops in Brodick and around the pier. At 
the pier the lines would extend some dis-
tance along the main road in both direc-
tions and cover all areas except at the re-
stricted parking. 

At the shops they would extend from 
Kames Corner in both directions and on 
both sides, and also up West Mayish Road 
and Alma Road.  They would also extend 
right along the shore side of the road to al-
most the Book and Card Centre and there 
would be a short stretch outside the Roy-
al Bank.

Yellow lines will allow police to issue 
tickets to obstructive parkers without the 
diffi culties of having a witness or charging 

Three Arran High School rugby teams were celebrating a victory of two out of three 
games against Rothesay Academy last Saturday. 01_B07twe03

them with obstruction. The fi nal decision 
will rest with North Ayrshire.

Anyone for tennis?
The tennis courts and putting green in 
Brodick will almost certainly be open this 
coming summer. They will not howev-
er open under the auspices of North Ayr-
shire Council. The council is now asking 
for bids from interested parties to lease 
them and, according to sources, there has 
already been a large amount of interest.

The same source leads us to believe that 
North Ayrshire Council does not necessar-
ily make a loss on these facilities and that 
the decision not to run them this summer 
comes only as a blanket decision for all 
such facilities in North Ayrshire.

Whisky for Wets
The Scottish band Wet, Wet, Wet have 
bought some Isle of Arran malt whisky - at 
£100 a bottle. At a celebrity Burns Supper 
in London they bid £1,200 for a case in the 
charity auction. However, they will not be 
able to drink it until it comes out of bond 
in 2001. But when they do it will no doubt 
remind them of their 1992 Arran concert.

Charles, left, and Alasdair Hendry of A & C Hendry Private Hire have paid £44,000 for a 
new 24-seater bus, the largest the brothers have owned. 01_B07twe01

Instructor Diane McMullen is joined by her dancers at the Kinloch Hotel where weekly 
line dancing classes are being held. A popular and fun activity, the number of people 
attending these classes and the ones in Brodick Hall is rapidly increasing. 01_B07twe02

Winners of Shiskine Golf 
Club’s annual Ryder Cup 
competition are, left to 
right, Robert Waine, Peter 
Robertson, Robbie Craw-
ford, James Bannatyne, 
D S Bannatyne with the 
trophy, Stewart Black, Alan 
Bannatyne, Brian Sherwood 
and Iain McLean. 01_B07twe04

Last year’s 
winning captain 
of the Ryder Cup, 
Kilpatrick’s Neil 
Arthur, receives 
the Wooden Spoon 
award. 01_B07twe05
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of 
advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all 
other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court 
as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint 
or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the 
total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to 
the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges 
falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the 
advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit 
basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed 
on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment 
levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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TAXI SERVICE

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

UNDER £50
Gourmet Grill and Toaster 
(small) suitable for work-
top. Used once. - £25 o.n.o
Dog Guard which attaches 
to head rest. - £20 o.n.o
Suzuki SX4 fi tted boot lin-
er - £30
Tel: 07769 755247
2 x Two Seater Settees, 
Colour Terracotta, Cush-
ions included, good con-
dition. - £45 for both. 
T: 01770 700297

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbannerARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

I would like to order 2018 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

£4.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM £3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date______________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2019 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

£4.95

£3.95

£3.95

£3.95

£3.95Scottish 
Clans  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£6.50

£4.25

£4.25

£4.25

£4.25

£

£

£

£

£

Scottish Calendars 2018

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars.
Featuring the breathtaking landscapes and 
diverse architecture from around Scotland.
We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, 
featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan.
Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

HALF PRICE SALE

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

Arran Farmers’ Society
A.G.M.

Fire Station, Lamlash
Wednesday 21st February, 8pm

All Welcome
Sec: Christine McBride, Tel: 820291

UNISON AGM
Wednesday 28th February 

2018
Lamlash Council Offices

4.45pm for 5pm start

Property

ESTATE AGENCY NETWORK
Miller Stewart

Sell Your House
for a Fixed Fee Estate Agency Service

Including Photography and Advertising on
and 

l  Professional Local Agent     l  Viewing Service Available

Contact Caroline Hester M: 07521 498036  l  T: 01770 499401
property@millerstewart.com

Any house from £595*

*Terms and Conditions Apply

LONG LET IN LAMLASH
Available from 10th March 2018

Modern 2 bedroom, balconied house. 
50 meters from shore in centre of village.

Well furnished - suitable for 2 adults. £600 
per month plus CTAX.

References required. Sorry no pets or DHSS.
Tel: 07813 622059

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

Job Opportunities with
North Ayrshire Council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any special needs you may have.

Proud to be              Overall Council of the Year 2017         

Cleaner |  NAY03439 | Hourly rate - £8.75 | 25.00 hours
 Location - Montrose House, Isle of Arran

School Crossing Patroller |  NAY03440 
Hourly rate - £8.75 | 7.5 hours

Location - Whiting Bay Primary, Isle of Arran

Closing Date 9th March 2018
For further details and to apply visit 

www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council
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DEATHS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working together
Minister: Rev Angus 

Adamson, Parish Assistant: 
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in the 
above churches at the following 
times to which all are invited. 
Sunday 18th February
Lochranza and Pirnmill 

Churches together, 10.15am 
Morning Worship at 
Lochranza   Church.

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship. 

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 18th February

Holy Communion, 11.00 am. 
Mr John Roberts

Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

Advance Notice: Annual 
Church Meeting, Sunday 4th 
March, after 11.00 service.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 18th February
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday Worship @ 11am

Brodick Library
Telephone 700346

Everyone Warmly Invited

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a 
fellowship to share”

Sunday 18th February
Rev, Lily McKinnon

Kilmory - 10 am, Lamlash - 
11.30 am. In Lamlash: prayer 

time 10.45am In Lamlash: 
Ordination of new Elder
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church of Scotland, Charity 

Number: SC014005
Sunday 18th February

Worship will be conducted by 
the minister, Rev Elizabeth 

Watson, at 10.30am. Tea and 
Coffee will be served in the 
Transept after the service 
and there will be a sale of 

Traidcraft goods. All welcome.
ARRAN BAPTIST 

CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 18th February
Service 11am, Ormidale Pavilion
Tea and coffee after the service
Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 

fellowship group for bible 
study and prayer.

Telephone 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 18th February
Sunday Mass 11am

CHURCH NOTICES

HUTCHISON - Tom
A service of thanksgiving for 
the life of Tom Hutchison will 
take place at the Ormidale 
Pavilion, Brodick on Saturday 
24th February at 11.15am. All 
welcome.
PICKEN - Edna (nee 
McNab)
Peacefully at Arran War 
Memorial Hospital on 
Saturday, 10th February 2018. 
Edna, in her 94th year, beloved 
wife of the late John Crawford 
Picken, sadly missed by all 
her children, grand children 
and great grand children. 
Funeral service at Kilmory 
Church on Wednesday, 21st 
February at 12 noon to which 
all are welcome. No fl owers 
please donations if desired to 
R.N.L.I.

CRAWFORD - William.
The family would like to 
thank everyone who gave 
assistance to Willie recently 
and all those who helped re-
member him and mourn his 
passing.

All the results from Arran Bridge Club’s competitions
The results of the Ar-
ran Bridge Club aggre-
gate competition played 
at Brodick on Thursday 
February 2 were as fol-
lows: N/S 1 Jan and John 
Beattie, 2 Janie Maclure 
and Anne McKelvie, 3 
Maureen Cumming and 
Jennifer McArthur. E/W: 
1 Fiona and David Hen-
derson, 2 Brenda Living-
stone and Pat Adamson, 

3 Margaret and Douglas 
Bruce.

The results of the aggre-
gate competition played at 
Lamlash on Monday Feb-
ruary 5 were: N/S 1 John 
Baraclough and Jim Pea-
cock, 2 Alison Bilsland 
and Elaine Duncan, 3 Mar-
garet and Douglas Bruce. 
E/W 1 Maureen Cumming 
and Fiona Henderson, 2 
John and Jan Beattie, 3 Pat 

Adamson and Brenda Liv-
ingstone.

The results of the aggre-
gate competition played at 
Brodick on Thursday Feb-
ruary 8 were: N/S 1 Janie 
Maclure and Anne McKel-
vie, 2 Elaine Duncan and 
Alison Bilsland, 3 Pat Ad-
amson and Brenda Liv-
ingstone. E/W: 1 Doug-
las and Margaret Bruce, 2 
Maureen Cumming and 

Jennifer McArthur, 3 Jim 
Peacock and Margaret 
MacGill.

The results of the match 
points competition played 
at Lamlash on Monday 
February 12 were: 1 Jan 
and John Beattie, 2 Pat Ad-
amson and Brenda Living-
stone, 3 Alison Bilsland 
and Elaine Duncan, 4 Fio-
na Henderson and Mau-
reen Cumming.

Netball girls win two 
out of three at opener
The Arran High School netball club are off 
to a good start, winning two of their fi rst 
three matches in the Ayrshire Netball Tour-
nament at Auchenharvie Academy in Ste-
venson recently.

Team Arran played against Kyle Academy, 
with an impressive win of 19-1, Auchen-
harvie Academy and Garnock Communi-
ty Campus. Star player Freya McNicol was 
voted dame of the came.

The club meet every Thursday at the 
school games hall between 3.45pm and 
4.45pm. Anyone of high school age is wel-
come to join.

Poised and ready, players prepare for the start of a match.

All hands in the air to retrieve the ball.

Goal attacker Freya McNicol disrupts an opposition pass, left, and Arran players have a go at goal.
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Six of the best brave frostbite

Arran survive early scare to sweep aside their opposition

Winner Elizabeth Kelso, runner-up Carole Stewart and 
scratch winner Kema Genda braved the weather to 
compete in the ALGU Drumadoon.

Ali ‘Ninja’ McKie kicks the ball and prevents a Stepps goal. 01_B07hockey04

The Brodick Golf Club ladies prize-giving which was attended by 26 golfers recently. See last week’s 
Banner for season results. 

Six of Brodick’s hardiest golfers headed out in very poor conditions on Sunday morning. After Jimmy Armit retired 
with frostbite on the � rst hole, Ian Keen, David Hendry, Bob McCrae, Gordon Hendry and Iain MacDonald played 
seven holes before the blizzard arrived.

Arran Golfers’ Association
Sunday February 4, AGA Win-
ter League held at Machrie Bay. 
Machrie beat Whiting Bay, Cor-
rie beat Lamlash, Brodick beat 
Shiskine on what was a beauti-
ful day for playing golf. The ta-
ble after four rounds: Lamlash 
6, Brodick 6, Whiting Bay 4, 
Machrie Bay 3, Shiskine 3, Cor-
rie 2.

A very big thank-you to Ka-
tie for the superb rolls and soup, 
and also to David Jeffrey for his 
hard work on the course.

Fixture: Sunday March 4, fi nal 
round of the Winter League at 
Brodick. Shotgun start at 10am 
and a top-of-the-table decider 
showdown between old rivals 
Brodick and Lamlash for the 
Duncan Trophy.

Arran Ladies’ Golf Union
Saturday February 10, Shiskine 
Drumadoon, 16 ladies played 
in between the showers. 1 Eliz-

abeth Kelso 88-21=67, 2 Car-
ole Stewart 89-19=70, and 
scratch Kema Genda 83 BIH. 
It’s not easy organising golf in 

bad weather and thanks go to 
Stuart and Jack for their ear-
ly morning work on the course, 
to Alan and his team for the ca-

tering, and to Dougie for all his 
help. Fixtures: Saturday Feb-
ruary 24,  Shiskine, 10.30am. 
Saturday March 10, venue to 

be confi rmed. Saturday March 
24, Lamlash, 10.30am.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday February 7, after a 
break of four weeks it was nice 
to get a game in. Bert McGunni-
gle won with 24 pts and J May 
had the only magic two.

Fixture: Sunday February 18, 
rescheduled Brandon Qualifi er 
and Winter Cup, 9am and noon.

Lamlash Golf Club
Fixtures: Sunday February 18. 
Game with Whiting Bay at 
Whiting Bay, 10.30am.

Thursday February 22, yellow 
medal at 11am.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday February 6, Winter 
Cup. 1 J Pennycott 77-13=64, 2 
B Sherwood 82-14=68 BIH, 3 R 
Woods 85-17=68

Fixture: Tuesday February 20, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup.

From back page
Stark was nominated dame 
of the game by the Stepps 
team.  She was up against 
the Stepps captain on the 
pitch who complimented 
her on a remarkable game, 
covering all areas of the 
pitch, setting up goals, scor-
ing goals and running rings 
round them.

Captain Lorraine Hew-
ie, supported by her team 
said: ‘Appreciation and 
thanks goes to team captain 
Anne Watts who is recover-
ing from a serious illness but 
who managed to go along 
to support her team. And 

of course, to the spectators 
who came out to support the 
team on the sidelines, to Tre-
vor, Laura and their staff at 
the Ormidale Hotel for their 
roaring fi re and after-match 
teas and to Pauline Reid for 
umpiring the game. Hearing 
cheers and encouragement 
from the sidelines really 
spurs the team on so thank 
you all again for coming.’

The Arran Ladies travel 
to the west end of Glasgow 
today (Saturday) to take on 
Hillhead Ladies 4s with a 
2.30pm push back. All sup-
porters are much appreciat-
ed and warmly welcomed.
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Arran survive early scare 
to sweep aside opposition
The Arran Ladies’ hock-
ey team were given a fore-
boding taste of what the 
match against Stepps La-
dies could entail when 
a turned-over ball from 
the Arran push-back saw 
Stepps score the fi rst goal 
of the game in the second 
minute.

Rising to the challenge, 
and alert to the speed and 
determination of the oppo-
sition, Arran rapidly set-
tled into the game with 
some fi ne fi eld work, accu-
rate passing and 2-2 play-

er positioning, the mid-
fi eld and forward players 
pressed strongly up to the 
Stepps goal area. Once 
there and with a goal mak-
ing pass from left-wing 
Jenny Stark, match captain 
Lorraine ‘Hurricane’ Hew-
ie was able to hammer the 
ball into the back of the net 
and level the score to 1-1.

Matching the continued 
fast-paced pressure from 
the opposition, and three 
minutes after her fi rst goal, 
Lorraine was able to take 
the Arran team into the 
lead and Jenny followed 
up this goal with a superb 
strike which went straight 

passed the goalkeeper  in 
the 18th minute and gave 
Arran their third goal of 
the fi rst half.

When the second-half re-
sumed, Arran were pre-
pared for the possibility 
of Stepps trying a repeat 
of their opening gambit 
which paid dividends as 
the forwards tried to repeat 
their opening press. Ar-
ran defenders were ready 
for them and continued to 
repel their strong attack-
ing fronts. When play did 
reach the Arran goal, goal-
keeper Ali ‘Ninja’ McKie 
soon made their efforts fail 
with her impressive diving 

blocks and swift and clear 
kicking.

A hit out from defence, 
sent the ball high into the 
Stepps half where it was 
picked up by left-mid  Su-
sie Murchie who ran it fur-
ther up the fi eld before pass-
ing it into the shooting circle 
to her team mates. The shots 
on goal were blocked by 
the Stepps goalie, but Susie 
had followed her ball to the 
top of the circle and collect-
ing the rebound managed 
to power the ball through a 
mass of players and into the 
goal.  Although she didn’t 
quite believe she had done 
it, her team mates congrat-

ulations soon confi rmed she 
had taken them to 4-1 up.

Stepps persisted in trying 
to reach the Arran goal and 
never let up pressure. How-
ever a defensive challenge 
on Lorraine as she was mak-
ing an arc run into the Stepps 
23 area, saw a collision 
which took a Stepps player 
off her feet to a bad landing 
on her knee. Although the 
captain of the team was very 
vocal about the contact con-
duct of the Arran player, the 
Stepps umpire was quick to 
reassure Lorraine that it was 
not her fault, and to tell the 
team captain that her play-
er was in the wrong as her 

positioning put her off bal-
ance, causing herself to trip 
up and fall.

Both captains had be told 
to warn their team players 
that deliberate body con-
tact would not be tolerated 
and be severely dealt with 
should it arise.  The result of 
this was a good clean game, 
with plenty of 50/50 play 
for the ball but no malicious 
contact.

The fi nal score ended 4 
- 1 to Arran and the end 
of the match three-cheers 
were led by Lorraine Hew-
ie to which Stepps re-
sponded in kind. Jenny
Continued on page 23

Arran Ladies 4
Stepps Ladies 2s 1

Rebecca Early successfully 
wrestles possession of the 
ball from a Stepps player. 
01_B07hockey02


