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Pupils bring plastic 
straw fight to Arran

Burns night ‘brithers’ in Lamlash

New chairman Gordon Kinniburgh and the top table at the Lamlash Burns Club annual supper held on Saturday 
night where guest speakers included Iain Currie, centre, and Arran MSP Kenneth Gibson. Full story, centre pages. 
01_B05burns01

Pupils from a Glasgow pri-
mary school are bringing 
their campaign to reduce 
plastic pollution in the sea 
to Arran.

The children from Sunny-
side Primary School in Eas-
terhouse have already had 
widespread success and 
nationwide publicity with 
their bid to have all plastic 
straws banned.

Glasgow City Council, 
Caledonian MacBrayne, 
and all 14 businesses in Ul-
lapool, have already agreed 
to switch to paper straws.

On Arran the Auchrannie 
Resort has given its back-
ing and Arran Dairies is 
looking to lead by example.

Now the Sunnyside 
Ocean Defenders are com-
ing to Arran to encourage 
their peers to start their own 
campaign on the island. 

Arran head teacher 
Shirley McLachlan has in-
vited the group of primary 
7 eco warriors to talk to Ar-

ran pupils next week after 
their successful #NaeStra-
wAtAw campaign. 

They will meet repre-
sentative of all seven pri-
mary schools on the island 
in Lamlash on Monday 
as well as meeting repre-
sentatives of the Commu-
niy of Arran Seabed Trust 
(COAST).

The Ocean Defenders 
biggest coup to date has 
been to get Glasgow, Scot-
land’s biggest council, to 
stop using plastic straws in 
all of its 26 cafes in muse-
ums, sports centres, offi ces, 
schools and the city cham-
bers.

When it was announced 
the Sunnyside Primary 
principal teacher Lisa Per-
rie said: ‘This is fantastic 
news and the children are 
absolutely thrilled. They 
have worked so hard on 
this campaign and the re-
sults have been amazing. 
We’ve had tremendous 
support and Glasgow City 
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Council’s announcement is 
a major boost.’

The pupils have also won 
support from Best Bar None 
Glasgow – which runs an 
annual awards scheme in-
volving almost 100 pubs, 
clubs and licensed premis-
es in the city. 

Venues which reduce 
plastic straw usage are to 
receive extra credits in the 
awards which recognise 
good practice among the li-
censed trade.

Sunnyside describes itself 
as a conservation school 
with the motto ‘We do not 
inherit the earth from our 
ancestors, we borrow it 
from our children’.

Pupils launched their 
#NaeStrawAtAw campaign 
on social media last year 

Pupils from Sunnyside Primary School are to visit Arran to spread the work of their 
#NaeStrawAtAw campaign. 

after estimating the num-
ber of school milk straws 
they throw away each year 
at 38,000 and learning how 
plastic can kill seabirds, 
fi sh, turtles and cetaceans.

On CalMac’s decision to 
support the campaign envi-
ronmental, manager Klare 
Chamberlain said: ‘The 
company is extremely con-
cerned about marine litter 
and the blight it can have 
on the marine environment 
across the West Coast.

‘The Ocean Defenders 
group provided both Cal-
Mac and the communi-
ty board with an extreme-
ly informative presentation 
highlighting the dangers of 
single use plastics and pro-
vided us with samples of 
suitable alternatives which 
we could adopt.

‘We have been working 
with our suppliers over the 
last year or so to identify 
alternatives to single-use 
plastics and with our waste 
contractors to ensure than 
any alternatives can be suit-
ably managed.

‘I am delighted that Cal-
Mac Ferries can support 
#NaeStrawAtAw and ban 
plastic straws on-board and 
look forward to spread-
ing word of the campaign 
across the communities we 
serve.

‘Our procedures are also 
changing so that straws are 
only available on request. 
All other sources of single 
use plastics on board are 
also under review and we 
hope to be able to announce 
further changes over the 
coming months.’

Glasgow primary school pupils 
bring plastic straw fight to Arran

Robert is a
lucky winner
The Banner had a great re-
sponse to our competition 
to win tickets to the Scot-
tish Caravan, Motorhome 
and Holiday Home Show 
later this month.

And the winner is Robert 
Marr, from Brodick Road, 
Lamlash.

Robert wins two tickets 
to the show, which is once 
again sponsored by one 
of Scotland’s leading mo-
torhome dealers, BC Mo-
torhomes, and which will 
take over the entire SEC in 
Glasgow from February 8 
to 11.

Congratulations!

Digging work starts 
at McLaren site

The JCB digger at the 
McLaren Hotel site. 

01_B05mclaren01

A planning application is expected within 
weeks for a new hotel on the shorefront site of 
the former McLaren Hotel in Brodick.

In the fi rst tangible sign of progress in months 
a JCB digger arrived on the plot this week and  
is understood to be digging trial pits for foun-
dation design works.

It was in April last year that the Banner fi rst 
revealed development plans for a new 96 bed-
room mid-market aparthotel which has been 
proposed by the Norfolk-based Abode Group.

Since then, despite a lack of progress on the 
ground, work is believed to have been continu-
ing apace behind the scenes and a planning ap-
plication is understood to be imminent.

The proposals for the site, which closed more 
than three years ago and has been branded an 
eyesore, met with a mixed reaction when they 
were unveiled last June.
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More funds demanded 
for our crumbling roads

Welcome to Arran: potholes 
are the � rst thing drivers 

arriving at the Brodick ferry 
terminal see as they turn 

into Market Road. 01_B05pot01

Plan ahead to avoid road repairs
Motorists are being warned about changes 
to road closures on the island this week-
end which may cause some disruption.

Due to roadworks on The String the 
Bogullie will be open this weekend but 
will shut again for the duration of the 
works on Monday.

To allow for carriageway improvements, 
around 800 metres west of the bridge near 
Glenshurig, The String will be closed 
from 8.30am to 4.30pm today (Saturday) 
and the same tomorrow (Sunday).

The Bogullie will close again from Mon-

day February 5 between North Sannox 
and Lochranza for resurfacing and widen-
ing works at the Witches Bridge for up to 
seven weeks. The road will be shut every 
day, including weekends and is not sched-
uled to repon until Friday March 23.

Meanwhile, Main Street, Sliddery, will 
be closed from the junction at Sliddery 
Moor to a point at Sliddery Bridge, for 
carriageway improvement works from 
Monday February 5, to Monday February 
12, between 9am and 4.30pm, but not at 
the weekend.

Arran Community Coun-
cil are to lobby for more 
funds for Arran’s crumbling 
roads.

At the monthly meeting 
of the council in Brodick 
on Tuesday night members 
were unanimous in their 
view that more money had 
to be found in the North 
Ayrshire Council budget 
for an increase in the island 
roads repair fund.

It follows a host of com-
plaints about the dreadful 
state of Arran’s roads, as 
highlighted by the Banner 
last week.

But island offi cer Gus Ma-
cLeod said the roads work-
ers were fi lling in potholes 
as fast as they could. He 
said the current Arran roads 

maintenance budget pres-
ently stood at around £1 
million a year but he said 
there were ‘a whole range 
of problems they were try-
ing to repair’.

Mr MacLeod told mem-
bers that a decision had to 
be made whether to con-
centrate on making a full 
repair of the worst potholes 
or try a more broad brush 
approach, saying: ‘We took 
the decision to try and re-
pair as many potholes as 
possible, even if it is only a 
temporary repair.’

The community coun-
cil heard that both resourc-
es and funding had been cut 
for roads maintenance.

Members agreed they 
should lobby the three 

NAC councillors who rep-
resent Arran for a strong 
roads maintenance sched-
ule in the coming fi nancial 
year and for more winter re-
sources.

They also want to see an 
investigation into possible 
alternatives to the use of 
salt to keep the roads clear 
in winter, as it badly dam-
ages road surfaces. 

Mr MacLeod said the 
council previously used 
sand but that is was now a 
‘legal requirement’ to use 
salt.
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Missing Largs 
mum found by 
rescue team

Chair yoga is no soft option at Shiskine SWI
It is hard to believe that the fi rst 
month of 2018 has passed already, 
writes Jenni Turnbull.

Way back last year on Wednesday 
December 6, the Shiskine SWI met 
for their monthly meeting. As this 
was the last meeting before Christ-
mas it was fi tting that we enjoyed 
ourselves being festively creative un-
der the watchful eye of Morag Camp-
bell.

Morag started the evening with a 
short but effective and instructive 
chat and demonstration on how to 
make a Christmas table display us-
ing winter greenery from the garden 
and carefully placed baubles, ribbons 

and candles. It was hard for some of 
us to believe when we were assured 
at the start that everyone would cre-
ate something they would be proud to 
display. But we all did.

The competition for the evening 
was best wrapped parcel won by 
Clare Buchanan and the exhibition 
was our evening’s efforts which Eliz-
abeth Kelso deservedly won.

Benefi ts
The January meeting was held 

on Wednesday January 10. On that 
evening Gillian Craig came to share 
with us the benefi ts of chair yoga.

 Now you might think chair yoga 
could be a soft option but I can as-

sure you that by the end of our ses-
sion with Gillian we all felt relaxed 
while being aware that we’d had a bit 
of a work out. It was very enjoyable.

January’s competition was a yo-
ghurt dish. This was won by Evelyn 
Hamilton with our president Mari-
lyn Woods a close second. The exhi-
bition was ‘Your favourite tee-shirt’ 
and that was won by Piet Johnston, 
with Evelyn Hamilton coming sec-
ond.

The next meeting is on Tuesday 
February 6, with Arran in Focus 
‘Photography and Media’. The com-
petition: photograph of Arran (own 
work) and the exhibition: postcard.

Ardrossan harbour late trains row
Ardrossan harbour is the 
third-worst station in Scot-
land for late train arrivals, 
new fi gures reveal.

In the last month, two-
thirds of trains were late 
arriving and just 36 per 
cent were on time at the 
station which is a lifeline 

for Arran residents. This 
is the third-worst record in 
Scotland, with only Largs 
and Milngavie station in 
East Dunbartonshire scor-
ing worse.

West Regional MSP, 
Jamie Greene, who is also 
the shadow transport min-

ister, said the fi gures were 
unacceptable and went far 
beyond what can be con-
sidered reasonable delays.

The MSP has vowed to 
raise the issue with trans-
port minister Humza 
Yousaf in his next meeting 
with him.

The statistics were taken 
from the ScotRail perfor-
mance update for Decem-
ber 2017 to January 2018 
which shows the percent-
age of services that arrive 
at their location on time or 
within one minute of the 
timetabled time.

A Largs woman, who had been missing 
on Arran for fi ve days, was found by the 
mountain rescue team, it has emerged.

Claire Paton was traced on Tuesday 
afternoon after the rescue team were 
called in by police, who found her with-
in an hour. She was taken to hospital to 
be checked over as a precaution and po-
lice thanked the public for their help af-
ter a widespread appeal.

The 45-year-old of Lindsay Crescent, 
Largs, was reported missing by her fam-
ily last Thursday when she did not re-
turn home and Police Scotland launched 
a search.

They later found CCTV footage of her 
boarding the ferry from Ardrossan to 
Brodick on Friday and in the Arran Ac-
tive shop in Brodick on Saturday where 
she purchased a sleeping bag, hat and 
gloves.

It was believed that she may have been 
sleeping rough and the Arran communi-
ty had been asked to check their gardens, 
outbuildings and huts.

Ms Paton is the wife of historian and 
former BBC presenter Chris Paton. She 
is also understood to have formerly 
worked at the BBC. Claire Paton may have been sleeping rough on the island.
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Journey’s end
for Hammy
One of Caledonian Mac-
Brayne’s most prolifi c pas-
sengers is retiring after sail-
ing the equivalent of more 
than 10 times around world 
with the ferry company.

John ‘Hammy’ Hamilton 
from Shiskine is estimated 
to have completed at least 
8,500 return journeys on 
the ferry from Brodick to 
Ardrossan and back during 
his 27 years as a truck driv-
er with Arran Haulage.

That equates to a total of 
around 250,000 miles of 

Young votes will help
local projects get cash
Young people aged be-
tween eight and 25 are be-
ing encouraged to take part 
in an online vote to help de-
cide which Arran organisa-
tions are to receive a share 
of a £50,000 participatory 
budgeting pot being hand-
ed out by North Ayrshire 
Council.

Voting opens today (Fri-
day) at 9am and closes at 
midday on Friday Febru-
ary 9, with results being an-
nounced later that day on 
the council’s Twitter ac-
count.

The island organisations 
vying for votes are: the 
Arran Duke of Edinburgh 
group, Arran High School 
mountain bike club, Arran 
junior triathlon club, Ar-
ran kayak club, North Ayr-
shire’s got talent group, Ar-
ran Theatre and Arts Trust, 
and the Arran Youth Foun-

dations cooking group and 
LGBT group.

The exercise forms part of 
the council’s plans to cel-
ebrate the Year of Young 
People 2018 by giving 
young people the power to 
decide on how thousands of 
pounds will be spent on ac-
tivities and events that cele-
brate one of the YoYP’s six 
key themes of: culture, ed-
ucation, enterprise and re-
generation, equality and 
discrimination, health and 
wellbeing and participa-
tion.

Multiple
The available funding 

will be split between mul-
tiple projects across the six 
localities, including Ar-
ran, based on the number of 
votes cast by young people 
themselves.

All young people aged 
eight to 25 in North Ayr-

shire are eligible to vote 
using the single transfera-
ble vote method.  Access to 
the online voting platform 
will be granted using their 
Young Scot National Enti-
tlement Card – or they can 
obtain a temporary number 
to vote if they don’t have 
a card by emailing: youth-
pb@north-ayrshire.gov.uk

North Ayrshire’s youth 
champion, councillor 
Shaun Macaulay, said: 
‘This is a fantastic oppor-
tunity for our young people 
to shape the delivery of the 
Year of Young People pro-
gramme here in North Ayr-
shire.’

More information on 
each project in the running 
for a share of the funding 
along with details on how 
to vote, is available on 
the Young Scot website: 
https://young.scot/napb

John ‘Hammy’ Hamilton, left, receives a � nal Bon Voyage from port manager Colin 
McCort as he embarks on his last CalMac journey for Arran Haulage. 

CalMac crossings, almost 
exactly 10 times the cir-
cumference of the earth 
around the equator.

Hammy is a well known 
character with CalMac 
crew and port staff who 
sent him off on his fi -
nal crossing with a trav-
el voucher for £150 in rec-
ognition of his custom over 
the years.

‘The sheer number of 
journeys Hammy has made 
shows just how much of a 
reliance our island commu-

nities have on the ferry get-
ting goods to and from their 
destination,’ said CalMac’s 
port manager in Brodick, 
Colin McCort.

‘He has been a daily fi x-
ture around the port for 
pretty much three decades 
and he has to be the com-
pany’s most well travelled 
passenger, he’ll be missed.

‘I and everyone else who 
has dealt with him day after 
day during this time wish 
him a long and happy re-
tirement.’
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Campaign wins ban for 
electric dog shock collars
Electronic shock collars, 
which deliver painful elec-
tric shocks to dogs, have 
been banned by the Scot-
tish Government after a 
campaign which had its 
roots on Arran.

The collars, used for 
‘aversive training’ rather 
than positive re-inforce-
ment, were the subject of 
government consultations 
in 2016 but which only 

Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gibson with fellow MSPs Christine Grahame and Richard Lochhead 
during the campaign. 

resulted in regulating their 
use. However, after care-
fully considering the con-
cerns raised about elec-
tronic ‘training’ collars, the 
government has now an-
nounced an immediate and 
effective ban on their use in 
Scotland.

Environment Secretary 
Roseanna Cunningham 
said: ‘Causing pain to dogs 
by inappropriate training 

methods is clearly com-
pletely unacceptable and I 
want there to be no doubt 
that painful or unpleasant 
training for dogs will not 
be tolerated.

‘I will be issuing strong 
ministerial guidance on the 
use of all painful training 
devices for courts to take 
into consideration in any 
cases brought before them 
regarding unnecessary suf-
fering through using these 
devices.

‘I have therefore today 
published initial draft guid-
ance, which I look forward 
to developing with key 
stakeholders, particularly 
those with direct responsi-
bility for enforcement.’

Arran MSP Kenneth Gib-
son added: ‘This matter 
was fi rst brought to my at-
tention by an Arran con-
stituent and, having cam-
paigned for a ban on the 

use of electronic shock col-
lars since 2011 with my 
colleague Christine Gra-
hame MSP, I am delighted 
that the SNP government 

is now taking further ac-
tion. Christine and I lob-
bied the cabinet secretary’s 
predecessor, Richard Loch-
head MSP in the previous 
parliament, which led to 
a consultation resulting in 
the SNP government heavi-
ly curtailing the use of elec-
tronic shock collars. 

‘It is heartening to see that 
this will now be extended 
to an outright ban.

‘In doing this, it is impor-
tant to bear in mind that 
controls on the import of 
goods, including electronic 
devices, is a reserved mat-
ter for the UK government.

‘Unless the importation 
of such devices is prohib-
ited on a UK-wide basis, 
any possible prohibition 
on sale in Scotland alone 
could still be circumvented 
through on-line purchases 
or buying from suppliers in 
other countries. 

‘I therefore call upon the 
UK government to follow 
Scotland’s lead and end 
this practice.’

Shock collars are already 
banned in Wales, Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden and Ger-
many but are still permitted 
in England where they are 
sold for as little as £20.

?ub Quiz - Wednesday 8.30 

DOG WALKING SERVICE
info@muddypawsarran.co.uk

T 01770303533  M 07900066415
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New writer wins 
Gaelic award

Arran landscape gardener 
Alistair Paul has scooped 
a Gaelic new writers award 
2018, handed out by the 
Gaelic Books Council and 
the Scottish Book Trust.

Alistair, a writer and mu-
sician who lives in Brod-
ick, is one of two recipi-
ents, the other being Calum 
MacKinnon who is a me-
dia manager of Radio nan 
Gàidheal in Glasgow. They 
will both receive various 
incentives and support to 
further their writing ca-
reers.

Alistair has written sev-

Spend a day in the dark 
at Corrie Film Club
Corrie Film Club hosts it’s free mini fi lm festival, Day 
in the Dark, on Saturday March 10.

This year, as always, there will be a chance to see 
a variety of fi lms between 10am in the morning and 
10pm at night, as well as the chance to socialise over 
lunch and supper provided by members.

Everyone is welcome and please feel free to dip in 
and out at any time to any fi lm.

This year’s programme begins at 10am with Scottish 
shorts and coffee followed at 10.45am by the whimsi-
cal I Know where I’m Going. There is a lunch break of 
soup, bread and cheese from noon to 12.45pm.

True story
At 12.45pm we present the interesting Timothy Spall 

fi lm, Denial, based on the true story of a court case 
against a holocaust denier and appropriate for this time 
of year. For this year’s Day in the Dark we have in-
cluded two Spall fi lms as a tribute to the work of this 
splendid actor.

After Denial at 2.30pm is the delightful Audrey Hep-
burn fi lm, Breakfast at Tiffany’s, surely a favourite with 
everyone, followed at 4.15pm by tea and cake.

Then at 4.30pm comes the second Timothy Spall 
fi lm, the often hilarious Mike Leigh fi lm Life is Sweet, 
after which supper is served – baked potatoes and fi ll-
ings at 6.15pm.

Finally, at 7.15pm, the audience will settle down to 
enjoy the classic, Lawrence of Arabia.

Please feel welcome at any or all of these fi lms. 
Admission free.

Winners of the Gaelic new writers award Alistair Paul and Calum MacKinnon.
Photograph: Rob McDougall. 

eral pieces for the online 
magazine, Dana, which in-
cludes short stories, poet-
ry, reviews and non-fi ction 
pieces on various topics. 
When not writing Gaelic 
stories, songs and poetry 
Alastair is a full-time gar-
dener and plays the fi ddle 
in a ceilidh band.

The skills development 
scheme, which began in 
2010, provides each select-
ed writer with a tailored 
package of profession-
al guidance and training 
to enable them to progress 
with their creative work. 

Over the course of this 
year, Alistair and Calum 
will have the opportunity 
to engage in a programme 
that can include mentor-
ing, manuscript appraisal, 
professional development 
workshops, and a retreat 
at the Moniack Mhor Cre-
ative Writing Centre near 
Inverness.

They will also link up 
with other writers at a sim-
ilar stage in their careers, 
and perform their work at 
a showcase event in Edin-
burgh at the end of the pro-
gramme.
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Editorial

Thought for the week

How to 
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Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
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Hugh Boag
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Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

‘Do you not know? 
Have you not heard? The 
LORD is the everlasting 
God, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth. He will 
not grow tired or weary, 
and his understanding no 
one can fathom.’ Isaiah 
40:28

Managed decline
Sir,
Arran roads are indeed 
crumbling under North 
Ayrshire Council’s neg-
ligence but, in his let-
ter to Elma Murray, Jamie 
Greene confi ned himself 
to mainland road problems 
and made no specifi c men-
tion of the perilous state of 
Arran roads. Of more con-
cern is the complacency 
of Ms Murray’s manage-
ment-speak reply which 
implies everything is OK.

She states: ‘The council 
has an asset management 
approach for road mainte-
nance and undertakes con-
dition assessments of all 
our roads on an annual ba-
sis. Condition information 
is entered into our Roads 
Asset Management System 
to determine a long-term 
investment programme in 
road maintenance. 

‘This approach takes ac-
count of road condition, 
deterioration rates based on 
historical information for 
our road network and pri-
oritisation criteria estab-
lished to meet council pri-
orities. It uses life cycle 
planning to allocate treat-
ments effi ciently, making 
optimum use of the availa-
ble budget.’

My translation of the 
above is a programme of 
managed decline, subject 
to criteria set by NAC by 
reference to budgets/other 
NAC priorities which do 
not even include the provi-
sion of public toilets.

I fi rst raised the roads is-
sue with MSP Kenneth 
Gibson, who acknowl-
edged the historical neglect 
of Arran’s roads and said 
Arran roads budget was 
given an uplift to take ac-
count of this. I wonder if 
this still applies and, if not, 
what action NAC propos-
es to address the continued 
decline of Arran’s roads 
relative to the mainland.

Just having a quick nap

I recognise there is no 
magic money tree but I 
simply want whatever 
cash is available to be 
spent wisely – not wasted 
on repairs which last a few 
weeks or months.

The main problems seem 
to be NAC skimping on 
the depth of tarmacadam 
and not being able to get 
hot material over to the is-
land in optimal condition, 
neither of which will be 
solved by the recent intro-
duction to the island of a 
small piece of hot tarmac 
recycling plant.

Yours,
Jim Peacock,
Whiting Bay.

Bad money
Sir,
In the wake of the Presi-
dents Club scandal, I fi nd 
it incredulous that those 
in charge at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital believe 
they can distinguish good 
money from bad.

I suggest they put two 
piles of £10 notes on a ta-
ble and mark one good and 
the other bad. Then mix 
them all together and since 
they all look alike it will 
be impossible to put them 
back as they were. In oth-
er words, there is no such 
thing as good and bad mon-
ey. The important thing 
about money is the use it is 
put to – not where it came 
from.

Yours,
William W Scott,
North Berwick.

Cemetery neglect
Sir,
Reading last week’s Ban-
ner, I was very interested 
in Mr Currie’s letter ‘The 
state of our cemeteries’. I 
could not but agree with his 
comments. What is hap-
pening to our cemeteries? 
 On attending a funeral 
in Kilmory, the late Lady 

Jean Fforde was appalled at 
the number of fallen head-
stones around the church. 
She very kindly telephoned 
me and offered to open 
Strabane Gardens for a day 
if we could get stewards to 
collect money which her 
lady ship hoped would as-
sist us to help raise a few 
fallen stones.
 Putting Lady Jean’s sug-
gestion forward at the next 
business meeting, only one 
member agreed with this 
and the other members left 
me in no doubt that they 
considered that it was the 
responsibility of North Ayr-
shire Council to take care 
of our cemeteries.

There has been very lit-
tle done since, apart from 
stickers being placed on 
damaged stones in need of 
repair.

What happens to the 
stones with no living rela-
tives? Are they to be left to 
disintegrate and leave our 
church yards looking un-

cared for? I would suggest 
the council keeps a sup-
ply of dry cement in stock 
to assist with the repair of 
these stones. 

As to ditches, it appears 
they no longer require 
clearing. The late Neil 
McLean and myself wrote, 
telephoned and asked re-
peatedly for our new cem-
etery to be drained proper-
ly before being opened, but 
it was never done properly 
and is now a disgrace.

Our cemeteries should 
be places one can vis-
it and spend time with our 
thoughts in peace. What is 
more helpful than to visit a 
church with old records and 
a cemetery with old head-
stones to obtain informa-
tion about our past?

Can the council please do 
something about this up-
setting and neglectful situ-
ation?

Yours,
Edna Picken,
Kilmory.

Rory Cowan of Kildonan sent us this nice photo of 
his two dogs taking a close interest in a sleeping otter 
on the shore but they didn’t go too close.

Rory said: ‘I managed to get fi ve pictures in total 
and the otter slumbered throughout. It did wake up 
after about fi ve minutes and quickly resumed its fi sh-
ing expedition.’

The last straw
We should give a warm 
welcome indeed to the
young Glasgow pu-
pils bringing their plastic 
straws campaign to Arran 
next week.

The youngsters from 
Easter house have really 
made a mark across the 
country with their war on 
plastic pollution harming 
marine wildlife, which has 
caught the attention of the 
national press.

And it is not surprising. 
It really is a no-brainer for 
any organisation not to get 
behind a campaign which 
can so signifi cantly help 
the environment with lit-
tle or no cost to them – and 
hats off to Glasgow City 
Council for being among 
the fi rst.

So we hope that our own 
environmentally conscious 
youngsters will take up the 
campaign here and help 
persuade businesses on the 
island that it is in all our in-
terests to fi ght the pollution 
of the seas in any way we 
can.

Of course this action 
alone is not enough for a 
fundamental change, but 
if youngsters are thinking 
this way at an early age in 
an inner-city environment, 
then there must be hope 
they will grow up feeling 
the same way.

For now we say ‘well 
done’ to the youngsters of 
Sunnyside Primary School 
who can proudly wear their 
badge of ocean defenders.
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The sale of the century!
Well, it’s been 54 years in the making
It has been a long time 
coming but the elder states-
man of Lamlash shopkeep-
ers, Jimmy Gordon, is hav-
ing a sale – his fi rst in more 
than 54 years of trading.

But he has been work-
ing in the Gordon Brothers 
store for a lot longer than 
that – more than 73 years 
in fact – but says he has 
moved with the times and 
embraced modern technol-
ogy.

Located in the century-old 
Ship House building, Jim-
my has worked in the shop 
with his father since he was 
12, toiling seven days a 
week and serving genera-
tion after generation of cus-
tomers as he continues to 
do to this day.

A general merchant of the 
traditional variety, Jimmy 
knows most of his custom-
ers by fi rst name and en-
joys his daily conversations 
with them.

Somewhat reluctantly 
adapting to modern tech-
nology, Jimmy has been 

Happy to help and at your service, Jimmy has been a � xture in Lamlash for over 73 years. 
01_B05jimmy02

convinced by shopkeeping 
assistant Denise Bodie to 
adapt to the requirements 
of modern shopkeeping by 
using email, internet and 
card facilities.

Jimmy said: ‘Customers 
will still get the same 
friendly service that we are 
known for but these new 
advances will make order-
ing and sourcing products 
simpler and provide a bet-
ter experience for the mod-
ern customer.

‘We will also be introduc-
ing various new product 
lines such as mobile phone 
accessories and a wide 
range of new and excit-
ing products which may in-
clude stationery, gifts, hard-
ware and ceramics, among 
others.’

Stressing that there is no 
need to completely change 
a winning formula, Den-
ise said: ‘ The shop will be 
hosting a huge sale to move 
some of the product lines 
which will be updated. Dis-
counts of up to 50 per cent 

will be available on select-
ed items across the range 
and with special offers 
available on items like jew-
ellery and toys and many 
others.’

In time, Jimmy says, un-
convincingly, he might 
spend less time at the shop 
but he is certain custom-
ers will reap the rewards of 
him adapting to the times 
with special offers, weekly 
discounts and a new and 
improved product range.

Specialising in a surpris-
ingly wide range of prod-
ucts, it is one of the few re-
maining general merchant 
stores of its type, packed 
to the rafters with products 
of all descriptions, from pet 
food to toys and car parts 
and a veritable gold mine 
of unexpected treasures.

Locally known as Jim-
my Gordon’s, the Gordon 
Brothers shop is open sev-
en days a week from early 
in the morning until early 
evening in the summer and 
six days a week in winter.

Jimmy Gordon and Denise 
Bodie stand in front of a 
window display showing a 
small range of the goods on 
sale. 01_B05jimmy01

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

Shop
Local

The Ship House
The Ship House is so much 
more than an newsagent
We stock EVERYTHING you could 

possibly want and so much MORE!
From household goods to bespoke gifts 

and new lines added every month.

The � rst ever Sale in 
54 years on selected 

items from 50% to 75% o� 
Why not pop-in and give us a visit?
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Memory of Rabbie lives on in Lamlash
More than 60 Burns enthu-
siasts enjoyed the Lamlash 
Burns Club annual supper last 
Friday.

And the speaker who gave 
the traditional Immortal 
Memory speech, Iain Currie, 
did not shy away from the re-
cent controversy surround-
ing the bard, who has been 
accused of plagiarism by, 
among others, poet Liz Loch-
head. But Mr Currie asked: 
‘I bet everyone in this room 

could recite a line of two of 
Burns. How many could re-
cite Liz Lochhead?’

However, he did not dwell 
on the unpleasantness and 
went on to give a terrifi c 
speech mixed with humour 
as well as some interesting 
facts of the time Burns spent 
farming at Ellisland in Dum-
friesshire.

Incoming club chairman 
Gordon Kinniburgh, in thank-
ing him, said he thought 

Daisy McNamara gives a 
Burns recitation. 01_B05burns02

Aaron Norton gives his 
address to the haggis. 
01_B05burns03

Iain Currie gives the 
Immortal Memory. 

01_B05burns08

*T&C’s apply. The Euronics Price Match policy is valid on selected Agency models. Ask In-store for full T&C’S. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation 
charges may apply. Exclusions and Radius Apply. Selected Stores Only. Prices correct at time of print but can be subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2016. July E&EO 2016.

LOOKING FOR SUPER SERVICE...

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL SUPERHERO IS HERE TO HELP!
With Price Match Guarantee? 

COME IN-STORE TODAY FOR A Super Price Match ON SELECTED APPLIANCES
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Memory of Rabbie lives on in Lamlash
everyone in the clubhouse 
at Lamlash Golf Club would 
have learned something new 
about Burns from his talk.

The all-male gathering be-
gan with a recitation by Arran 
primary schools poetry com-
petition winner Daisy McNa-
mara. Jim Less gave the tra-
ditional Selkirk Grace before 
the haggis was piped in by 
Ross Kerr and addressed by 
Aaron Norton.

Along with Mr Currie, who 

is the brother of Arran res-
ident Charles and the son of 
the well-known Scots minis-
ter the Rev James Currie, the 
other main speaker was Arran 
MSP Kenneth Gibson, who 
gave the Toast to the Lassies.

As well as traditional 
speeches, there was music 
from John Divine, Peter Wil-
son and Mr Kerr on his pipes 
and the evening rounded off 
with the entire company join-
ing in Auld Lang Syne.

Finlay Murchie gives a 
recitation. 01_B05burns07

Ross Kerr pipes in the haggis. 01_B05burns05

John Devine entertains with Green Grow the Rashes. 01_B05burns06

Peter Wilson in full voice. 01_B05burns09

The gathering listen to Allan Nicol recite Tam O’Shanter. 
01_B05burns11

The programme cover 
featured an excellent illus-
tration of Tam O’Shanter 
by artist Tony van Breugel. 
01_B05burns13
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3 FREE 
Large Scottish Field Calendars 

with every new 1 Year online subscription
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and use code SUBOFFERSF

• Save £43 on a subscription
• Behind the paywall access to arranbanner.co.uk*

• Delivery of weekly “page flipper” copy of The Arran Banner*

• Delivered fi rst thing Friday - no waiting
Limited numbers, whilst stocks last. Calendars sent to one UK address.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698
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t: 0800 280 2440
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competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.
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WIN 
 EXCLUSIVE GOLD MEMBERSHIP TO THE NORTH COAST 500’S ‘VIP CLUB 500’

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many miles long is the North Coast 500 route?
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Experience ‘the best road trip in 
the world’ (Conde Nast Traveler, 
April 2017) in ultimate luxury!

Taking in 516 miles of stunning 
coastal scenery, the North Coast 
500 route naturally follows the 
main roads along the edges of the 
North Highlands.

The exclusive VIP Club 500 is 

the perfect tool to begin planning 
your road trip of a lifetime. Start 
your journey as part of an exclusive 
club that only 500 individuals will 
be lucky enough to experience.  

Your Gold Membership will 
include two NC500 Explorer Mem-
berships, which are valid for 10 
years and are worth £900, as well 

as exclusive VIP experiences, dis-
counts on luxury accommodation 
on the NC500, personalised itiner-
ary planning, and exclusive guide 
books and other merchandise, 
including a limited-edition NC500 
bottle of multi-award-winning Rock 
Rose Gin and a Johnstons of Elgin 
fi ne merino scarf.

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT DREAMHOUSE APARTMENTS IN MANCHESTER

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many locations do Dreamhouse Apartments have in Manchester?

Manchester is England’s edgy 
northern capital. Home to legends 
in the world of music, sports, the 
arts and architecture, discover 
Manchester in complete freedom 
with Dreamhouse Serviced Apart-

ments. After a busy day shopping 
or taking in the sights go and relax 
in one of 16 apartments.

Located on either Deansgate or 
Blomstreet in Salford, both loca-
tions are within walking distance 

of all major attractions.
Dreamhouse apartments are 

beautifully decorated and fully 
kitted out, with free internet to 
create a real home from home.

Come, stay and relax…..

The prize must be taken by December 2018 and is issued subject to availability
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Arran artist’s 
show opens
in Glasgow
Arran artist Josephine 
Broekhuizen’s solo exhi-
bition opens in Glasgow 
today (Saturday) and al-
ready indicators seem op-
timistic with the sale of 
major works and an 
increase in interest.

It is being held at Glas-
gow’s prestigious Compass 
Gallery in West Regent 
Street, which has become a 
main Glasgow fi xture since 
it was set up by Cyril Ger-
ber in 1969, and is widely 
regarded as one of the top 
galleries for contemporary 
art in Scotland.

Every year the gallery, 
now under the director-
ship of Cyril’s daughter, Jill 
Gerber, attends the London 
Art Fair and for the past 
three years have taken Jo-
sephine’s paintings to show 
there. And in each of the 
past three years they have 
sold them. 

This year was no excep-
tion. The exhibiting and 
selling of two large-scale 
paintings also acted as ad-
vance notice of Josephine’s 

Open studios call to exhibitors
Arran Open Studios 
(AOS) has had its fi rst 
meeting of the new year 
when some exciting initi-
atives were planned to ac-
company the seventh year 
of its operations.

After last year’s very suc-
cessful biscuit tin initiative, 
organisers are enthusias-
tic that the project will be 
repeated and built on. It is 

hoped that it can be extend-
ed to the mainland to en-
courage artists across Scot-
land to refl ect on the open 
studios across the Clyde.

Also planned is a joint 
venture with COAST, 
whose new premises in 
Lamlash, it is hoped, will 
host a small themed exhibi-
tion in the week prior to and 
including the open studios 

supporting the fl ourishing 
venture.

Participants and adver-
tisers alike have benefi ted 
from the open studios event 
and organisers believe that 
the more who participate, 
the more the appreciating 
public have to choose from. 
Already organisers know 
that people visit from the 
mainland, many of them 
there for the duration of the 
weekend to attend the vari-
ous studios.

The AOS was begun by 
Josephine Broekhuizen and 
Sarah Cook and has be-
come a contemporary is-
land fi xture and continues 
to give island makers of 
all descriptions an unpar-
alleled shop window at the 
height of the season.

Anyone wishing to take 
part this year need only 
get in contact with Ruth 
Mae at Southbank Studio 
on 820373 or check out the 
AOS website at www.ar-
ranopenstudios.com.

weekend.
The long 

w e e k e n d 
this year is 
from Au-
gust 10 to 
13 inclu-
sive and 
organisers 
are keen to 
invite art/
craft new-
comers to 
the island 
or previous 
exhibitors 
to consid-
er show-
ing and 

Jill Gerber and Josephine Broekhuizen select screen-prints 
for the show during Jill’s recent visit to her White Rock 
studio. 
impending show and a 
statement of intent.

As previously report-
ed in the Banner, the exhi-
bition, aptly titled Seeing 
Things Grow, will feature 
a mixture of new work and 
slightly older work and will 
also include new screen-
prints and drawings. 

Josephine works at the 
Glasgow Printmakers 
Workshop once a week 
making screen-prints based 
on her collages.

Her new fl ower paint-

ings are inspired by Jose-
phine’s garden. Those who 
know Josephine are aware 
that her garden is an abid-
ing passion. Indeed, she has 
tended both her own all her 
life and also recently the 
late Lady Jean’s garden for 
several years. 

Josephine will be attend-
ing the opening of the ex-
hibition today (Saturday) 
which runs until Saturday 
February 24. For further 
details, contact Jill on 0141 
221 6370.



Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                         Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                    Garden only open 9am-dusk
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics                                       Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Brewery                                                                     Open Mon - Thursday 11.30am - 4.30pm
                                                                                 Friday & Saturday,10am - 4.30pm, Sun - Closed

Saturday 3rd February
Flow yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live music – George Machray                             Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live music – Skunnered, Celtic folk rock                                                     The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm 

Sunday 4th February
Live music – George Machray                        Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick,2pm-5pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  ,                                                                             Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live music – Skunnered                                                                                 The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm  
AA meeting                                                                           Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday 5th February
Morning fi tness                                                                            Auchrannie Gym, 9.30am -10.30am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                              9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                                 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Over-50s badminton                                                                        Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm-4pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                 Brèagha Holistic Beauty, Corrie,. 5pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                              Shiskine Church Hall, 5.15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                     Brodick Church Hall, 6pm                                                          
Adult tennis                                                                        Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Arran Junior Football Club                                                                       Ormidale Park, 6pm-7.30pm
Circuit training                                                                                          Auchrannie Gym, 6pm-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix                                                                  Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                                       Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                        Auchrannie Sports Hall,7pm-9pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                            Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Tae Kwon Do                                           Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 6th February
Arran Vets surgery                                                                  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                         9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy Outdoors                                                               NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls                                                                                  Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Metafi t class                                                                                                   Arran High School, 6pm
Flow yoga,                                                                                                                  Corrie Hall, 6pm                
Pilates                                                                                                             Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club                                                            Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm 
Auchrannie winter bowls                                                                                                 Brodick, 7pm 
Youth club                                                                                                               Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Fiona’s FitSteps                                                                                              Arran High School, 7pm
Arran Rotary Club                                                     Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 7pm for 7.30pm
Scottish country dancing                                                                       Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live music – Shindig                                                 Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Wednesday 7th February
Arran Vets surgery                           9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                                     9am- 2pm and 4pm -5pm
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
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Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee morning                                                           Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon
Chair yoga                                                                                  St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Bus Pass Club free soup                                              The PHT, Lamlash, 12noon -2.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service    10.30am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm
Knittery and Nattery                                                                               Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Parkinson’s Support Group                                                     Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4pm
Zumba Gold ,                                                                    Brodick Church Hall, 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                           Lamlash Church Hall, 5pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness)                          Brodick Church Hall, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
RUNclub – mixed ability                                                                            Dunfi on, Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow yoga                                                                                                     Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwon Do                                 Arran High School, Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Yoga-Arran                                                                                 Kinneil, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Mixed hockey                                                                        Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30pm-9pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do                    Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                 Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Family friendly pub quiz,                                              The PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm - 10pm
Rock and pop bingo                                                                         Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 8th February
Arran Vets surgery                                                                   9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                           9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Morning fi tness,  Auchrannie Gym  9.30am -10.30am
Chair yoga                                                                       Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Arran Skinnymalinks                                        Brodick Church Hall, between10.30am -12noon
Arran recycling workshop, hosted by Eco Savvy           Glen Cloy Suite, Auchrannie, 2pm - 4pm
Quilt Arran                                                                          Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Adult tennis                                                                 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers                             Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm 
Arran ladies’ netball                                                                      Arran High School, 6 -7pm
Ladies’ hockey                                                                          Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Arran Soul Choir                                                  Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                  Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                               Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
General knowledge quiz                                                                                      Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 9th February
Arran Vets                                                                    Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets                                                                        Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                             Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Smart Recovery meeting                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 1.30pm - 3pm
Build your own steak night                                                                 The PHT, Lamlash,  5pm - 9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton                                                Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
AA meeting                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                                    Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Tae Kwon Do                                                         Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 9pm
Live music – Mike Edwards                                 Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Pool, darts and poker                                                                                   The PHT, Lamlash 

Saturday 10th February
Flow yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live music – Mike Edwards                                      Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live music – Skunnered, Celtic folk rock                                            The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over-21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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Keep a look out for the 
common scoter
The common scoter is a 
seaduck that can be seen 
round Arran in the winter. 
While it is not as familiar as 

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

A � ock of common scoter in � ight.

A male common scoter. 

Common scoter often � ock in groups on the sea. 

the eider, which can be seen 
round the coast of Arran all 
year, it is there. In the win-
ter, goldeneye is a regular 

visitor to our coast as well 
as freshwater ponds and 
lochs, but common scoter 
sightings are less frequent.

The common scoter is far 
from ‘common’. It is the 
only wildfowl species that 
is red-listed as a breed-
ing bird in the UK. There 
are only around 50 pairs 
left, with numbers having 
dropped by more than half 
over the past 25 years, the 
core of the population be-
ing in the extraordinary 
blanket bogs of the Flow 
Country in the far north of 
Scotland.  Winter is the best 
opportunity to see these 
ducks, when tens of thou-
sands appear in UK coast-
al waters each winter.

Although it is not clear 
where these birds come 
from, the common scoter 
breeds across northern Eu-
rope and Russia, including 
Iceland, Greenland, Scan-
dinavia and as far east as 
the Olenek River in Sibe-
ria. Outside of the breeding 
season, the common scot-
er moves south to spend the 
winter along inshore coast-
al waters of western Eu-
rope and western North Af-
rica, from Norway south to 
Mauretania. A large pro-
portion of the common sco-
ter population overwinters 
in the Baltic Sea.

In Arran coastal waters 
last year, there were seven 
reports of common scoter 
from two locations with 20 
off Cosyden from Decem-
ber 2-10 being the largest 
group. 

This is fairly typical re-
porting of common scoter 
on Arran in recent years.

The systematic name of 

common scoter is mellan-
itta nigra. The word nigra, 
comes from the Latin for 
‘black’, and refers to the 
entirely glossy black plum-
age of the male. As well as 
entirely glossy black plum-
age, the beak of the male 
common scoter is also 
black, with a swollen black 
knob at the base and a con-
spicuous patch of yellow 
on the top. In contrast to the 
male, the female common 
scoter is dark brown, with 
a darker crown which con-
trasts with the pale sides of 
the head and neck. The fe-
male common scoter has 
a dark brownish to black 
beak and is also slightly 
smaller than the male. Ju-
venile common scoters are 
similar in appearance to the 
adult female.

The diet of the common 
scoter consists mainly of 
molluscs, particularly mus-
sels. However, this species 
will also eat other inver-
tebrates, such as shrimps, 
worms and insects, as well 
as small fi sh, fi sh eggs and 
some plant matter. The 
common scoter usually 
catches its prey by diving 
underwater. The common 
scoter swallows mussels 

whole, crushing their shells 
in its gizzard. This seaduck 
species typically dives with 
a short forward jump, with 
its wings closed tightly to 
its body. Flocks often sur-
face dive together.

The common scoter is a 
highly sociable species and 
is often seen in fl ocks, par-
ticularly during the winter 
where they form bobbing 
rafts offshore or long strag-
gling lines fl ying along the 
coast. Look out for small 
fl ocks of common scoter on 
the sea round our coast this 
winter.

Enjoy your birding.
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk. 
I look forward to hearing 
from you. For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2016 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk.

CELEBRATE SCOTLAND’S 
COUNTRYSIDE AT THE

2018 SCOTTISH RURAL AWARDS 
CEREMONY & GALA DINNER

THURSDAY 22nd MARCH 2018
AT DYNAMIC EARTH, EDINBURGH

TICKETS NOW ON SALE AT:
WWW.SCOTTISHRURALAWARDS.ORG

PROUDLY PARTNERED BY

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

OUR SPONSORS

www.scottishruralawards.org@ruralawards Scottish Rural Awards

20182018
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One way
There are those who do not fancy the idea 
of yellow lines on Arran. Nor do they rel-
ish the prospect of traffi c lights or rounda-
bouts. But on Tuesday it was proposed that 
a one-way traffi c system just might be on 
the cards.

It was at the community council on Tues-
day that Brodick’s councillor, Stewart 
Walls, raised the problem of traffi c con-
gestion around Brodick Post Offi ce and 
a likely increase once potential devel-
opments in the area were completed. Mr 
Walls, whose chemist shop is opposite the 
position, asked for planning and roads and 
sewerage to get together so that an overall 
plan could be devised.

 After a suggestion of making the road 
a one-way route, members agreed that 
the corner had long been a focus of anger 
and congestion and that bollards had to be 
placed at Kames corner after Kames cot-
tage had been hit by cars on several occa-
sions. Sergeant Jim Weir added to the dis-
cussion by saying: ‘What we also need is 
for the islanders to be aware of The High-
way Code. It is illegal to park within 15 
metres of a junction.’

Explosive celebrations
A member of the public reported to the po-
lice two fl ares and loud bangs above Whit-
ing Bay on Wednesday last week. Investi-
gation uncovered that two military aircraft 
were in the vicinity at the time and an alert 
was signalled.
 However, closer investigation disclosed 
that it was merely two fi reworks which 
had been set off in celebration of the 21st 
birthday of Andrew Driver of Largie-
meanoch. Both police and the Ministry of 
Defence took it in good spirit.

Ferry figures
The number of passengers carried on the 
Brodick to Ardrossan ferry during 1997 
was 636,425, an increase of 2.6 per cent 
on the previous year. Cars, however, at 
a total of 99,599 were down 0.4 per cent 
while coaches were up by 16.5 percent.
 These recently released fi gures refl ect 
very much the trends for the whole fl eet 
and it has been argued that the increase in 
coaches, each of which carry around 60 
passengers, could be the explanation of 
the increase in passenger fi gures.

At their Burns lunch in Corrie Hall last week, the Corrie Wednesday Club was entertained 
by children from the primary school. Particularly memorable was their dance to the 
Flying Scotsman which included choo-choo sound e� ects. 01_B05twe03

Head NTS ranger Duncan Stevenson stands next to a sign at the Merkland Wood where 
after years of rhododendron clearing a network of paths and open woodlands has been 
created. 01_B05twe01

The Banner o�  ce had an unusual visit this week. Making up the Hodgson School (and 
family) are Michael, Katherine, Stephanie and teachers John and Janet Hodgson, with 
little Rachel, who are all home-schooled on Arran and who came to learn how a 
newspaper is prepared. 01_B05twe02

On Tuesday the Brodick Youth Club enjoyed a Burns supper. There was no immortal 
memory, nor was there a toast to the lassies and there was no whisky. But the pipes did 
play, Burns was spoken of and it was a lot of fun for the many young members. 01_B05twe04

More than 20 Arran farmers joined a mass rally in Edinburgh in protest at rules that are 
increasingly making farming in Scotland no longer viable. The protests started at the 
Edinburgh Playhouse and continued along Princes Street. 01_B05twe05
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

Rosewood ‘Foldaway’ 
Dog Crate, in brand new 
condition. 22”L  x 17”W  
x 20”H. Fully fi tted dark 
grey hard plastic tray. 
Two doors for easy ac-
cess. Folds fl at for storage. 
Heavy duty nylon locking 
clips which click into place 
for fast easy assy. Ideal 
for home or travel. Would 
suit small dog or puppy. 
Cost £30.00, will sell for 
£20.00. Call 700405
A selection of unwanted 
and unused, brand new pet 
beds. Would suit small dog, 
puppy or cat. Two x Marko 
small brown and tan fl eece 
pet beds.18”L x 16”W x 
6”H. £5.00 each.One x 
Dark brown hard plastic 
pet bed. 20”L x 13”W x 
8”/2”H. £5.00. One x Grey 
hard plastic pet bed. 23”L x 
15”W x 8”/3”H £7.50. Call 
700405.
‘Good Boy” plastic non-
tip, pet feeding bowls. A 
selection of unwanted and 
unused, brand new, ‘Good 
Boy’ plastic non-tip, pet 
feeding bowls. Two x Me-
dium size in blue. £1.50 
each. Two x Small size 
(One grey and one Ma-
genta). £1.00 each. Call 
700405.

Topeak Flashstand. Com-
pact, Portable and easy to 
use bike stand for storage 
and basic maintenance. 
(Lifts the back wheel off 
the ground). Folded dimen-
sions, 8”L x 3”W x 1,5”H. 
Boxed and complete with 
carry bag. Brand new and 
never used. Cost £26.00. 
Will sell for £15.00. Call 
700405
Sebo, Automatic X 1.1 Up-
right Vacuum Cleaner. Off 
White. 1150W Motor. Two 
hand attachments. Brush 
Roller Obstruction - Auto 
Shut-Off. Automatically 
adjusts brush roller hight to 
suit all fl oors, soft or hard.  
Bag full or Clog Warning. 
In perfect working condi-
tion. Costs £220.00 new. 
Will sell for £35.00. Call 
700405.

UNDER £50
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Property

I would like to order 2018 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

£4.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM £3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM
YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date______________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2019 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

£4.95

£3.95

£3.95

£3.95

£3.95Scottish Clans  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£6.50

£4.25

£4.25

£4.25

£4.25

£

£

£

£

£

Scottish Calendars 2018

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars.
Featuring the breathtaking landscapes and 
diverse architecture from around Scotland.
We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, 
featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan.
Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

HALF PRICE SALE

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

Arran Civic Trust
Acti ng on behalf of the Planning Department at North 
Ayrshire Council, the Arran Civic Trust is distributi ng copies 
of " Design Guidance: Development in the Countryside ", 
describing ways in which housing can best be designed and 
accommodated in sett lements in rural locati ons. These are 
being sent to design and building organisati ons on the 
Island, but copies will be available to the general public 
free from the following: Tourist Offi  ce, the Pier, Brodick; 
NAC Local Offi  ces, Lamlash; Brodick Library; Arran Estate 
Agents, Invercloy, Brodick

Arran Theatre and Arts Trust 

AGM
Thursday 8th February

5pm
Forestry Commission O�  ces, 

Brodick.

ESTATE AGENCY NETWORK
Miller Stewart

Sell Your House
for a Fixed Fee Estate Agency Service

Including Photography and Advertising on
and 

l  Professional Local Agent     l  Viewing Service Available

Contact Caroline Hester M: 07521 498036  l  T: 01770 499401
property@millerstewart.com

Any house from £595*

*Terms and Conditions Apply
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CHURCH NOTICES

DEATHS

DIAMOND WEDDING

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@arran
banner.co.uk

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister: 

Rev Angus Adamson 
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 4th February

Pirnmill, and Lochranza 
Churches Together - 10.15am, 
Morning Worship including 
the Sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper at Lochranza Church

Shiskine Church, 12 noon 
Morning Worship including 

the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church - 11.30am, 
Prayer meeting. 12noon, 

Morning Worship.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 4th February

Holy Communion 11am.
 Rev Elaine Garman,

Rothesay.
Coffee and discussion

after service.
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 4th February
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 4th February
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory - 10 am,
 Lamlash - 11.30 am.

In Lamlash: prayer time 
10.45am 

Praise Service.
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland,
 Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 4th February
The Sacrament of

 Communion will be
 celebrated by the 

minister, Rev Elizabeth
 Watson, at 10.30am.

 The table belongs to the Lord 
Jesus and all who love Him 

are most welcome. 
There will be activities for our 

young people in the 
Church Hall. 

Tea and coffee will be served 
after the service. 

There will be a service in
Cooriedoon at 2.30pm to 

which all friends are
 welcome.

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 4th February

Service 11am, Ormidale
Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 4th February
Sunday Mass 11am

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Sunday meetings at 11am at 
Brodick Library

Telephone 700346 or 302246.
Come and join us

CRAWFORD - William, died 
peacefully at Arran War Me-
morial Hospital on Thursday, 
25th January 2018, aged 91. 
Beloved husband of the late 
Bunty, dearly loved by all the 
family and friend to many. Fu-
neral service at Corrie Church 
on Monday 5th February at 
11.30 am and thereafter to 
Sannox Cemetery to which all 
are welcome.

MITCHELL-LUKER: 
Bernie on Saturday 27th 
January. He will be sadly 
missed by his family, es-
pecially his grandchildren 
and remembered by all who 
met him. Funeral will take 
place on Friday 9th Febru-
ary at 11.30am in Lamlash 
Parish Church.

HUTCHISON: Peacefully, 
at home, on Sunday 28th Jan-
uary 2018, Tom Hutchison, 
dearly loved husband of Mor-
ag, loving father of Helen and 
David and father-in-law of 
Gill, brother, grandfather and 
great grandfather.  A service of 
thanksgiving will take place at 
Bearsden Baptist Church, Ro-
man Road, Bearsden on Fri-
day 9th February at 2pm.  It 
is requested that there be no 
mourning clothes.  There will 
be a local service of thanksgiv-
ing in the near future.  Fami-
ly fl owers only, however there 
will be an opportunity to do-
nate to the British Lung Foun-
dation and TEAR Fund.  The 
family is very grateful for the 
excellent medical and nursing 
care provided by GPs and dis-
trict nurses.

Six teams do battle for Peggy Currie Cup
Six teams of four competed 
for the annual Peggy Currie 
Cup at Lamlash on Mon-
day January 22. For the fi rst 
time the bridge teams were 
chosen by ballot which will 
likely be the new format for 
the competition.

The winning team were 
David Campbell, Maureen 
Cumming, Fiona Hender-
son and Tricia Martin. Run-
ners-up, and winners of the 
Ann Cook Tray, were Jean 
Barclay, Jan Beattie, John 
Beattie and Jennifer McAr-
thur.

In other recent results, the 
winners of the Arran Bridge 
Club aggregate competi-
tion played at Brodick on 
Thursday January 18 were: 
N/S 1 John Baraclough and 
Jennifer Wales, 2 Jan and 
John Beattie, 3 Margaret 
and Douglas Bruce. E/W 
1 Tricia Martin and Doug-
las Hamilton, 2 Janie Ma-
clure and Anne McKelv-
ie, 3 Margaret MacGill and 
Jessmay Peacock.

The results of the Boyd 
Trophy round four played 
at Brodick on Thursday 
January  25 were: 1 Anne  

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday January 14,  Win-
ter Cup, round four, With 
the third round having 
been postponed due to bad 
weather, the fourth round 
was played on a very windy 
morning that drove the 
CSS up to 64 for the eight 
golfers who played. Unde-
terred, Jamie Macpherson 

carded a fi ne net 64 to take 
fi rst place from Graeme 
Crichton whose net 65 puts 
him in pole position in the 
overall rankings. 1 Jamie 
Macpherson 6, 64 and low-
est gross; 2 Graeme Cricht-
on 13, 65; 3 Gus MacLeod 
12, 70. Magic twos Nicol 
Auld at fourth.

Fixture: Sunday Febru-

ary 4, AGA Winter League 
round four vs Machrie at 
Machrie.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday January 23, Winter 
Cup. 1 P Betley 71-11=60, 
2 R Betley 89-28=61, 3 
C Laing 90-18=72. Mag-
ic twos Reuben Betley and 
Phil Betley.

Fixtures:  Saturday Febru-
ary 3, Lochranza Hotel Cup 
at noon. Tuesday February 
6, Winter Cup at noon.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday January 29, Mon-
day Cup, fi ve played in 
challenging conditions. 1 
Alan Smith 63; 2 A Mac-
Donald 65; 3 L Hartley 66. 
Magic twos – A Smith and 
L Hartley.

Fixtures: Monday Febru-
ary 5, Monday Cup, ballot 
at noon. Saturday February 
3, Sweep, ballots at 9am 
and 1pm.

Bridge competitors with the Peggy Currie Cup and the Ann Cook Tray.

McKelvie and Janie Ma-
clure, 2 Margaret and 
Douglas Bruce, 3 Jean Bar-
clay and Elizabeth McKel-
lar, 4 Fiona and David Hen-
derson.

The results of the aggre-
gate competition played at 
Lamlash on Monday Jan-
uary 29 were: N/S 1 Janie 
Maclure and AnneM-
cKelvie, 2 Gege Kroner 

and Jane Davidson, 3 Jan 
and John Beattie. E/W: 1 
Elaine Duncan and Alison 
Bilsland, 2 Douglas and 
Margaret Bruce, 3 John Ba-
raclough and Jim Peacock.

Irving Diamond Wedding
Congratulations Keith & Elsie Irving on 

your Diamond Wedding Anniversary, 
1st February 2018.

Love from all the family.
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Ferguslie park defence 
in bad tempered match
The damp and dreich 
weather matched the mood 
of some of the players tak-
ing part in the Arran vs Fer-
guslie encounter last Satur-
day. 

With disallowed goals, 
unnecessary contact and 
questioning of the umpires 
decisions, Arran players 
can claim the moral high 
ground, despite it not count-
ing in the fi nal scoreline.

As both teams settled into 
play, it was Ferguslie who 
forced the play fi rst and us-
ing quick, successive pass-
ing worked their way past 
the Arran defence and scor-
ing 10 minutes into the fi rst 
half.

Arran rallied together and 
managed to repel a few 
more attempts by Ferguslie 
to score again – Cat Gal-
braith had stepped into the 
goalie pads for this game 
and made some strong 
saves. 

As the game contin-
ued, the opposition be-
came more disgruntled 

A tussle right in front of goal is rapidly curtailed by Arran’s Ellie Wood. 01_B05hockey03

Arran Ladies 0
Ferguslie Ladies 2

and mouthy, playing a very 
rough and physical game of 
hockey.

Through this fi rst half Ar-
ran had some great run-
ning drives but the ball just 
wasn’t quite travelling to 
the forwards, being cut off 
by Ferguslie’s defence.  An 
interception by Ellie Wood 
in Arran’s defence led to 
play down the right hand 
side to Mia Walker and then 
Helen Thomson into the at-
tacking quarter for Arran.

Helen cleared past two 
Ferguslie defenders to 
make a raised ‘jink’ pass 
to Lorraine Hewie in the 
scoring circle, fi nishing off 
with an unstoppable goal.  
As the team celebrated, the 
umpires deliberated and the 
opposing umpire stated that 
she saw a foul prior to the 
play which led to the goal 
being scored, so the goal 
was disallowed. 

Despite being disappoint-
ed with this call, and ignor-
ing the unpleasant cheers 
from the opposition, Arran 
focused on play again.

Before the end of the fi rst 
half, Ferguslie had a disal-

lowed goal, when the um-
pire had seen it hit off the 
foot of one of their play-
ers before going into the 
goal. This led to much 
back-chatting and com-
plaining which was soon 
dealt with, with some sharp 
words from their own um-
pire.

Before the second half re-
sumed, both team captains 
were called to the umpires, 
and asked to remind their 
teams that the moaning and 
complaining was unaccept-
able conduct and the phys-
ical contact in the game 
was to be stopped or play-
ers would be carded and 
sent off. 

Arran held most of the 
possession in the second 
half, applying continuous 
pressure on the Ferguslie 
goal, but the oppositions 
goalkeeper proved diffi cult 
to beat and Ferguslie heav-
ily manned their defensive 
area, leaving just three fi eld 
players waiting for a break.  
This tactic payed off when 
23 minutes into the sec-
ond half they cleared a ball 
into mid-fi eld catching Ar-

Hazel Malakoty outpaces her opponents with a lengthy stride. 01_B05hockey01

ran’s defence off guard and 
ending in a second goal for 
the visiting team. The fi nal 
whistle blew with Ferguslie 
winning 2-0. 

Both teams retired to the 
Ormidale Hotel where Lau-
ra and her staff had laid an-
other superb after-match 
tea, with delicious soup, 
stuffed rolls and delicious 
cakes to take away the chill 
of the day. 

Ferguslie nominated 
young Mia Walker as their 
Man of the Match for the 
game for her excellent play 
and skills in mid-fi eld.

Acting captain, Lorraine 
Hewie said: ‘Ferguslie 
have moved down from 
the 2nd Division, they 
were always going to be a 
tough team to beat. Arran 
only managed to pull to-
gether 11 players for the 
game, missing key play-
ers through illness and 
prior commitments mak-
ing it all the tougher.  Well 
done team for all your ef-
forts on Saturday. Every-
one played their socks off 
against a very disgruntled 
and mouthy opposition. 

‘Arran had most of the 

possession, especially in 
the second half.  All-in-all a 
game to hold our heads up 
high and be proud of.’

The Arran Ladies will 
be playing a double head-
er this weekend with an 
away game against Ir-
vine Ladies today (Satur-
day) at Marr school play-
ing fi elds in Troon, with a 
1pm push back and a home 
game against Milne Craig 
Clydesdale Western Ladies 
5s on tomorrow (Sunday) 
at noon. All supporters will 
be very much appreciated 
and warmly welcomed.

Elyse Aitken goes low to capture the ball and eject it from 
the Arran half of the pitch. 01_B05hockey02

A Ferguslie player overreaches to try and prevent an Arran attempt at goal.  01_B05hockey06

Match captain Lorraine Hewie powers down the side line 
leaving Ferguslie players struggling to catch up.
01_B05hockey04

Man of the Match Mia Walker bears down on her Ferguslie 
opponent. 01_B05hockey05
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Successfull cross country 
for young Arran runners
Youngsters from Arran 
gave a good account of 
themselves at the fi rst 
cross-country race of a 
four-part series held recent-
ly at St Matthews Academy 
in Saltcoats.

A total of 22 children from 
Arran primary schools and 
Arran High School took 
part in the event, with six 
of them achieving top three 
positions.

Arran schools were rep-
resented in all categories at 
the North Ayrshire Cross-
Country League from P5 to 
S2 with an enviable team 
spirit and all of the children 
supporting one another.

For some of the children 
it was their fi rst time com-
peting with Jenny Ross, 
Niamh Gosman and Lewis 
Gregg of Lamlash Primary 
all gaining valuable expe-

Abbie Stewart and Beth McCarthy are all smiles on 
the track.

rience with their fi rst com-
petitive event.

Achieving podium posi-
tions were Rhea Webster 

ran High who came in fi rst 
in the S2 boys’ race. Sec-
ond place winners included 
Ruaridh Lindsay-Smith of 
Lamlash Primary  in the P7 
boys’ race and Milo God-
win of Arran High who was 
just behind the winner in 
the S2 boys’ race. Earning 
themselves third place were 
Myles Lindsay-Smith of 
Lamlash Primary in the P5 
boys’ category and Archie 
Gunyadi of Shiskine Pri-
mary in the P7 boys’ race.

Competitors received a 
great deal of support from 
parents and grandparents 
who joined the athletes in 
the trip over to the main-
land. 

The second race of the se-
ries will take place on Sat-
urday February 17, with an 
even larger contingent from 
Arran due to take part.

of Shiskine Primary, who 
achieved fi rst place in the 
P5 girls’ race along with 
James McCarthy of Ar-

Ruaridh Lindsay-Smith congratulates Rhea Webster 
on winning � rst place. Ben McCarthy � nishes his race. 

Connah Wright, Ruaridh Lindsay-Smith and Archie Gunyadi prepare for their 
race. 

James McCarthy with 
his � rst place medal. 


