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Golf course is a new
target for badger pests

Bid to bring 
back Sparkle
A community bid is to be 
made to revive the popu-
lar Santa’s Sparkle event in 
Lamlash.

As previously reported in 
The Banner, last Novem-
ber’s event was to be the last 
to be organised by Geoffrey 
Dallmore and Timothy Bill-
ings, of the Glenisle Hotel, 
who have been the driving 
force behind it since its in-
ception seven years ago.

Now an attempt is being 
made to see if it can be re-
vived, with the feeling it 
would need to become a 
community-driven event. 

To that end, Lamlash Im-
provements will be host-
ing a public meeting to see 
whether there is enough 
support from the commu-
nity to revive the Lamlash 
Christmas Fair. 

Among the questions to be 
aired will be: What is essen-
tial, what is not? Should the 
event be in a marquee on 
the green or hosted in nu-
merous venues around the 
village? Should there be 
market stalls? Should there 
be a show? Are there peo-
ple willing to help organise 
the event?

One of those behind the 
revival is Alastair Howe of 
the Pierhead Tavern. 

The public meeting is on 
Monday February 6 at 7pm 
at The Pierhead Tavern. All 
are welcome. 

The badgers who are caus-
ing widespread damage at 
Lamlash Cemetery have 
found their way onto the 
neighbouring golf course. 

Already signs of bad-
gers tearing up the turf on 
two holes of Lamlash Golf 
Course has had to be re-
paired. Now a nocturnal 
monitoring system has been 
put in place to keep track of 
where the badgers are com-
ing from, their nocturnal 
habits and their population 
numbers.

Jim McKenzie, head 
greenkeeper at Lamlash 
Golf Course for more than 
21 years, has already had 
to deal with extensive dam-
age to the 12th tee and sig-
nifi cant damage to the 
ninth fairway, and is mak-

Jim Mckenzie, head greenkeeper at the Lamlash Golf Club shows the damage 
to the 9th fairway.  01_B05badger02

ing preparations for dealing 
with the problem which he 
hopes can be curtailed.

Keeping in touch with 
Scottish Natural Heritage, 
Mr McKenzie is deter-
mined to avoid the costly 
implications of constant-
ly having to re-lay turf over 
damaged areas and is in-
vestigating ways of dealing 
with the problem. 

He said: ‘My concern 
in protecting the 76 acres 
of pristine grounds at the 
Lamlash Golf Course. The 
problem is the badgers do 
not have any natural preda-
tors on Arran and there are 
no controls to limit their 
numbers.

‘The problem can expand 
exponentially if left unre-
stricted so solutions are be-
ing investigated in accor-
dance with the Protection 
of Badgers Act 1992.

‘Among these solutions 

is an option to manage the 
population of chafer grubs 
and leatherjackets which 
are the favoured food of 
the badgers, but even these 
measures are restricted to 
certain periods and condi-
tions making them just one 
small part of the control 
mechanisms.’  

As fi rst reported in The 
Banner early last month, 

the badgers have caused 
extensive damage at Lam-
lash Cemetery which is still 
spreading.

Badgers, which are a pro-
tected species, have contin-
ued with the expansion of 
their setts and territory at 
the hillside cemetery while 
maintenance workers can 
only look on as the damage 
continues – and they remain 

unable to contain it or pre-
vent it from spreading. Fol-
lowing a particularly active 
few weeks over the festive 
period, extensive damage to 
Lamlash cemetery left visi-
tors describing it as ‘look-
ing like a ploughed fi eld’.

A specialist company, 
hired by North Ayrshire 
Council, has undertak-

‘The problem is the badgers do 
not have any natural predators 
on Arran and that there are no 
controls to limit their numbers’

Continued on page 2

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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It pays to advertise in the Banner

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Continued from page1
en a survey of the area and 
while a report is imminent 
and fi nancially viable solu-
tions are being investigat-
ed, there are fears that the 
cost could be prohibitive-
ly expensive. One method 
of keeping badgers out of 
an area involves ring fenc-
ing which restricts access. 
However, with the fence 
method, a large proportion 
of the fence needs to be un-
derground which can in-
crease costs of both materi-
als and installation. 

Lamlash Cemetery super-

Fashion trio 
bid for Junk
Kouture final

The damage caused by badgers at Lamlash 
cemetery is extensive and appears to be expanding. 
01_B05badger01

Lamlash Golf Club’s picturesque course begins to 
show signs of badger occupation. 01_B05badger03

intendent Sid Sillars said: 
‘We have had six burials 
so far this year and when 
these occur we do our ut-
most to repair the damage 

to the grass and try to make 
the damaged areas look pre-
sentable for visitors and the 
bereaved. It is a larger is-
sue than we can reason-
ably deal with though and 
it is constantly re-occurring 
so a bigger, more perma-
nent solution would be wel-
comed.’

A spokesman for North 
Ayrshire Council said: ‘A 
survey has been complet-
ed by a specialist company 
and we are awaiting receipt 
of their report. We hope to 
be in a position soon which 
will allow us to fi nd a long-
term solution to protect 
Lamlash Cemetery.’

Pupils from Arran High 
School have been short-
listed for the grand fi nal of 
trash fashion competition 
Junk Kouture for the third 
year in a row.

Ella Kerr, Fiona Bulg-
er and Anna O’Donnel-
ly are hoping to reach next 
week’s fi nal with their Firsh 
Tale Dress, with family and 
friends voting all week to 
help them through.

Banner readers can also 
help the cause, but they will 
have to be quick as voting 
closes at midnight tonight 
(Friday). The fi nal takes 
place at the Clyde Audito-
rium in Glasgow on Thurs-
day February 9. 

The most innovative and 
fashion forward creations 
have been shortlisted and 
will now battle to strut it 
out in front of judges Una 
Healy and Louis Walsh at 
next month’s fi nal. 

Now in its third year in 
Scotland, Junk Kouture in-
spires young, wannabe 
fashion designers to come 
up with truly spectacu-
lar creations made solely 
out of rubbish, while at the 
same time reinforcing the 

Badger problem on Arran

Fiona Bulger models the Fish Tale Dress.

importance of recycling and 
re-using waste. 

The pupils now face an 
online public vote, which 
will determine who makes 
it to Glasgow’s grand fi nal, 
where the teens will display 
their designs in front of a 
live audience. You can do 
this by visiting Junk Kou-
ture’s Facebook page. 

The overall 2017 winner 
will receive £1,000 for their 
school, £500 cash, and iPad 
minis for their team, and 
teacher. 

The Enterprise and Per-

formance winners will take 
away a trophy, and ASOS 
and Ticket master vouchers 
respectively, and the winner 
of the Glamour prize will 
have the chance to walk the 
red carpet in their design at 
the Royal Film premiere in 
London. 

This year there’s a new 
category to recognise bud-
ding young creative minds; 
the winner of the Junior 
Design award will receive 
a trophy as well as One4all 
vouchers.

Last year’s Arran entry 
‘Sweet Dreams’, created 
out of Tunnoch wrappers, 
made the Glasgow fi nal, as 
did the previous year’s ‘Voo 
Do’ dress.

To participate in the pub-
lic vote, visit www.face-
book.com/junkkouture

For more information on 
Junk Kouture, visit www.
junkkouture.co.uk, follow 
on Twitter @JunkKouture 
or like Junk Kouture on 
Facebook.

Scottish CND
Please join members and friends

in a gathering to support a
UN Nuclear Weapons Ban Treaty.

Saturday 11 Feb 
(1 till 2pm)

Brodick (opp. Douglas Hotel)
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Museum needs backing to 
win prestigious pride award
Arran residents are being 
urged to get behind Isle of 
Arran Heritage Museum af-
ter they were named one 
of 15 fi nalists in the Prov-
ost’s Civic Pride Awards 
2017 run by North Ayrshire 
Council.

Provost Ian Clarkson and 
his team of judges had 
the tough task of sifting 
through a record number 
of entries nominated by the 
public.

They have now selected 
three fi nalists in each of the 
fi ve categories for the 2017 
awards – and the public 
now has the chance to pick 
their winners.

Residents can have their 
say by completing a vot-
ing form or by visiting 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/
provostscivicprideawards. 
All votes must be received by 
Thursday March 2 at noon.

The early artefacts room at the museum. 01_B05museum02

Some of the volunteers who help run the heritage 
museum. 01_B05museum01

The museum has been 
nominated for the North 
Ayrshire Arts and Culture 
Award sponsored by Saltire 
Facilities Management.

Their entry states: ‘Open 
since 1976, and run by vol-
unteers, Isle of Arran Her-
itage Museum goes from 

strength to strength. The 
team are passionate, hard 
working and help raise val-
uable funds that make the 
museum so popular with is-
landers and tourists. The fa-
cility was recently given 
museum accreditation - an 
amazing achievement that 
recognises the work carried 
out by the volunteers to en-
hance the visitors’ experi-
ence. The heritage of Arran 
will always be in safe hands 
and looked after for future 
generations to enjoy and 
appreciate.’

The museum faces oppo-
sition in the category from 
Funky Films, a collabora-
tion between North Ayr-
shire Alcohol and Drug 
Partnership and Recovery 
at Work which gives peo-
ple who have experienced 
drug and/or alcohol issues 
a chance to tell their stories 

through short fi lms showing 
recovery is possible. 

Another contender is 
Greenwood Academy pu-
pil Adam Lee who plays the 
clarinet and competes at a 
national level regularly. 

He has also recently been 
accepted for a full-time 
course at the Royal Con-
servatoire.

Provost Ian Clarkson said: 
‘We had a record number 
of nominations so it was 
a tough task deciding on 
three fi nalists for each cat-
egory. 

‘There was plenty debate 
but, by the end of our de-
liberations, we had all come 
to agreement and were de-
lighted with all our fi nalists. 

‘It was very humbling and 
inspiring to read about the 
great people and groups 
doing so much great work 
across North Ayrshire. Now 

it’s up to the public to fi nd 
their winners amongst all 
these amazing fi nalists.’

Each of the fi nalists will 
join Provost Clarkson at the  
prestigious awards ceremo-
ny at Seamill Hydro on Fri-
day March 10.

This year’s event will 
once again raise vital funds 
for two charities - Cash for 
Kids, which provides sup-
port to vulnerable chil-
dren and Ayrshire Hospice, 
which provides outstanding 
care services.
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COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

Youngsters 
take a closer 
look at nature
Photo contest winners unveiled
The Arran Natural His-
tory Society Photographic 
Competition for young 
people received a large 
number of entrants and af-
ter a diffi cult deliberation, 
the winners have been se-
lected. 

The competition was 
open in two categories – 
under 12 and under 18 – 
and allowed entrants to 
submit up to three pho-
tos of any fl ora and fauna 

taken on Arran between 
December 2015 and 
November last year. 

Entries included a variety 
of subjects from Arran, in-
cluding geology, snakes 
and  insects, birds, fl owers, 
and seals. The locations of 
the images were also var-
ied, from the mountains to 
the beaches and beyond, 
showing the diversity of 
the island.

The competition, which is 

now in its second year, is 
held in memory of Audrey 
Walters, who was passion-
ate about Arran’s natural 
history. Winning entries re-
ceived £50, with £25 prizes 
for runners-up. All winners 
also received a mount-
ed print of their image. In 
addition to the prizes, one 
lucky winner, Ethan Sil-
lars, also had his photo 
chosen to be featured in the 
2016 Arran Bird Report. Thomas Mason , aged 12, from Sta� ordshire, took � rst place in the under 18 category with this image. 

Tom Thain from Lancashire, aged 16, was runner-up 
in the under 18 category with this image taken in a 
beautiful sunset.

This image of a robin by 12-year-old Mischa McRae 
from Richmond was highly commended by judges. 

Megan McCartney, aged 11 and from Corrie, saw 
her squirrel being highly commended by judges. 
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Scottish 
Calendars 2017

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Ethan Sillars, 13, from Lamlash had his photo selected to appear in the 2016 Arran 
Bird Report. 

Thomas Mason , aged 12, from Sta� ordshire, took � rst place in the under 18 category with this image. 

In the under 12 section, Robbie West, aged 11, from Glasgow, took � rst place 
with this squirrel. 

Summer Swan from Colchester, aged nine, took second place with her stag 
image in the under 12 category.
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Elusive white deer 
makes a re-appearance 
on Arran Elderly Forum 

to learn to 
avoid fraud
Anyone over 55 years old 
is invited to attend the next 
meeting of the Arran Elder-
ly Forum when the topic of 
discussion will be Avoiding 
Fraud. 

The group, which meets 
on the third Wednesday of 
every month, will gather 
at the Ormidale Sports Pa-
vilion on Wednesday Feb-
ruary 15 at 10.40am when 
they will enjoy a cup of tea 
before the speaker begins 
promptly at 11am.

The speaker, Andy Moyn-
ichan, is the team leader of 
North Ayrshire Council’s 
Trading Standards and is 
well placed to address the 
topic of avoiding fraud. 
This pertinent topic may be 
relevant to many of Arran’s 
elderly who will have seen 
or heard stories of older 
people being conned and 
deceived.

The forum meetings are 
open to all over 55 years 
but younger visitors with 
an interest in protecting the 
elderly are also welcome to 
attend. 

Day in the 
dark at Corrie
The Corrie Film Club has 
extended an invitation for 
movie-lovers to join them 
today (Saturday) to en-
joy ‘a day in the dark’ a se-
ries of classic fi lms being 
shown at the Corrie Vil-
lage Hall.

The theme of this year’s 
mini festival is ‘classics’, 
and visitors and members 
can expect a full day of 
audio visual entertainment 
at no cost. Soup, bread and 
cheese will be served at 
lunchtime and baked 
potatoes with fi llings in the 
evening.

The programme will be: 
Scottish shorts at 10.30am, 
coffee at 11am. The Phil-
adelphia Story from 
11.15am to 1.15pm and 
lunch until 2pm. Rebecca 
from 2pm to 4pm, and tea 
and cake thereafter.

 Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes will be screened 
from 4.15pm to 5.45pm 
and supper from 5.45pm to 
6.45pm.

To complete the eve-
ning Doctor Zhivago will 
be screened from 7pm to 
10pm. Everyone is wel-
come to join for one or all 
of the fi lms. 

Tony’s picture of the rare white deer in Lamlash.

Arran’s elusive white deer 
has been spotted in Lamash.

The existence of the cur-
rent deer is well-known on 
the island and as far back in 
2011 it was photographed 
in the Banner. At that time 
it wasn’t known whether it 
was a stag or a hind. It is 
now clear from the current 
photograph that it was a 
male and it has now grown 
after another fi ve years into 
a handsome stag. Unusually,
the animal has a reddish 
rump instead of a light buff 
one. 

Lamlash resident Tony 
Church, who spotted the 
deer and managed to photo-
graph it, said: ‘I was on my 
way back home from re-
cording some fern species 
in a Lamlash wood when 
I saw what I thought was 
a giant white goat over the 
fence in the adjacent fi eld, 

but even with blurred vi-
sion, I could just make out 
it had antlers.

‘I dashed home to pick 
up my camera just in case 
I would be lucky enough 
to still fi nd it feeding in 
the fi eld when I got back. 
As luck, would have it, the 
stag was still feeding in the 
fi eld when I got back but it 
was some distance away. 
Luck certainly comes into it 
when you have a hand-held 
camera and are using the 
zoom to its maximum. You 
just click away and hope for 
the best.’

White stags are rare in the 
UK and all the species of 
deer produce them very oc-
casionally, both male and 
female. These white ones 
are not albinos but leucistic, 
which means the Lamlash 
animal has a normal colour.

Though apparently very 

rare nationwide, many will 
well remember the famous 
white one of Lochranza 
back in the 1970s and an-
other in more recent years 
reported in Sannox. 

White deer hold a place in 

the mythology of many cul-
tures and have a mysterious  
symbolism associated with 
them. 

Many consider them a bad 
omen, while others consid-
er them as sacred and a rep-
resentation of mankind’s 
spiritual quest. The hunting 
of a white stag is frowned 
upon and often met with 
anger, traditionally hunt-
ers believed that they had a 
message for the person who 
spotted them.  

Island Cheese Co. 

The cheese Shop will be  
Closed for Refurb 

For 5 days 
From Sunday 5th February 

Opening again on Friday 10th. 
 

We apologise for any inconvenience. 

Call now to book your table
01770 860444

Kinloch Curry Night

Sunday Carvery

Saturday 
4th February
All you can eat 

bu� et
7pm until 8pm

£12.50 per person

Sunday 
5th February 

1pm - 2pm
£10.50 per person
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The Brodick Quartet is 
made up of Ben Norris, 
Katrina Lee, Liam Brolly 
and Alice Allen. 

The transfer of the Arran 
ferry from Ardrossan to 
Troon would cost the public 
purse a massive £166 mil-
lion over the next 30 years, 
according to a report drawn 
up by North Ayrshire Coun-
cil.

Ardrossan is campaign-
ing to retain the 180-year-
old ferry route following an 
attempt by Associated Brit-
ish Ports to shift the service 
to Troon.

North Ayrshire Council 
and Peel Ports, the opera-
tor of Ardrossan Harbour, 
have now submitted their 
fi nancial case to Transport 
Minister Humza Yousaf, 
who is expected to make 
a decision in the next few 
months on the future of the 
route.

But Troon has branded the 
report ‘fake news’.

Back Ardrossan
It came as Arran Commu-

nity Council became the 
latest organisation on the is-
land to throw its hat in with 
Ardrossan. At its month-
ly meeting this week the 
council voted unanimously 
to back Ardrossan but con-
ditionally on infrastructure 
improvements at the port.

North Ayrshire Council 
and Peel Ports have pledged 
over £15 million to upgrade 

Claims ferry move 
would cost public 
purse £166 million

the Ardrossan ferry facili-
ties and prepare for the ar-
rival of a new £48.5 million 
CalMac vessel next year.

Their submission includes 
a detailed economic study 
into the potential loss of 
the service from Ardros-
san, which reveals that the 
full cost to the public purse 
would be £166.7 million 
over the proposed 30-year 
term on the contract – or 
£5.5 million per year.

North Ayrshire Council 
leader Joe Cullinane said: 
‘Our study shows the true 
extent of the cost to Scot-
land plc of moving the fer-
ry to Troon. 

‘These costs would need 
to be borne by passengers, 
government and the private 
and public sectors – every-
one would lose out.

‘The fi gures are horren-
dous and underline the 
point that we have been 
making all along – that the 
Ardrossan crossing is the 
shortest, fastest and cheap-
est route available, and 
there is simply no business 
or econ omic case for mov-
ing the ferry to Troon.’ 

According to the NAC re-
port, additional costs over 
the next 30 years would in-
clude:

* £75 million in higher 

passenger fares, due to the 
Road Equivalent Tariff for-
mula, since the Troon route 
to Arran is 38 per cent fur-
ther than the Ardrossan 
route.

* £9 million in extra fuel 
costs – £300,000 per year 
due to the longer distance.

* £15 million in additional 
crew costs.

* £15 million in additional 
ferry servicing costs due to 
the longer journey. 

* £30 million capital fund-
ing requirement to replace 
losses to the local commu-
nity.   

Cunninghame North MSP 
Kenneth Gibson said: ‘This 
report reveals the huge on-
going costs of switching 
the ferry away from the 
shortest, fastest and cheap-
est route. Ardrossan is a 
no-brainer for the Scottish 
taxpayer and will deliver 
the most reliable and conve-
nient service for Arran resi-
dents and visitors alike.’

However, a spokesman 
for Associated British Ports 
(ABP) said: ‘This is not a 
time for fake news; this is a 
time for facts. Troon is bet-
ter value for the taxpayer. 
Troon is more reliable. 
Above all, Troon is a better 
deal for Arran. The Scottish 
Government is undertaking 

a detailed assessment of the 
respective routes. The out-
come of that study will not 
be determined by fantasy 
numbers.’

Now Troon has moved 
to demonstrate its superior 
all-weather berthing to any-
one who wants to look, with 
the launch of a webcam so 
Arran islanders can see for 
themselves. Log on to see 
the conditions now in Troon 
at http://tinyurl.com/Troon-
webcam.

Brodick Quartet 
are coming home
On Saturday, February 18, 
there will be a concert in 
Brodick Hall by a group 
with a name that is sure to 
intrigue islanders. 

The Brodick Quartet con-
sists of four of Scotland’s 
fi nest young string players, 
and they chose their name 
because, though they come 
from various places in Scot-
land (and one of them from 
Yorkshire), they all agreed 
that Arran is a very special 
place for all of them. They 
have variously spent time 
here on family holidays, or 
on hillwalking and geolo-
gy trips, and acquired such 
a special love for the island 
that they chose the name 
Brodick Quartet for their 
joint musical enterprise. 

The concert starts at 

7.30pm with seating in café 
style, and you can bring a 
bottle if you want. Tickets 
will be available at the door 
on the night, in advance 
from Inspirations of Arran 
in Brodick, or online from 
www.arranevents.com. 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘Alternative facts’
Sir,
In the week that Donald 
Trump’s aide said their ad-
ministration had laid out 
‘alternative facts’, it was 
interesting to read the let-
ter to the Banner from Ken-
neth Gibson MSP about the 
council’s budget settlement. 
Never have I read a state-
ment so full of spin.

Last week North Ayrshire 
Council offi cers provided a 
budget briefi ng for council-
lors to explain to them what 
the SNP government’s draft 
budget meant for North 
Ayrshire Council’s budget. 

The hard and fast fact is 
that the draft budget con-
tains a real-terms £9.2 
million cut in our revenue 
budget.

This cut comes despite 
the SNP government’s own 
budget increasing by £418 
million in 2017/18.

Mr Gibson attempts to 
muddy the water by quoting 
a whole range of things, in-
cluding capital funding for 
fl ood defence works that 
the council has been work-
ing hard to secure for the 
best part of a decade, which 
may be welcome but come 
with additional expendi-
ture requirements set by the 
government. They provide 
no fl exibility in terms of the 
council’s revenue budget.

He includes £150 million 
of capital funding that was 
removed from local govern-
ment’s settlement last year 
with a promise that it would 
be returned in future years. 

That funding is not com-
ing back to councils in 
2017/18 although it has 
been included in the fi gures 
that the SNP is using to spin 
the budget.

And, like his party boss-
es have told him to, he in-
cludes potential increases in 
council tax revenues as part 
of his fi gures. 

Let me be absolutely clear 
to your readers – any in-

‘For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became 
poor, so that you through His poverty might become 
rich.’ (2 Corinthians 8:9)

creased revenue to North 
Ayrshire Council from 
council tax increases, in-
cluding the SNP govern-
ment’s imposed changes to 
bands E-H, will come from 
the pockets of local resi-
dents, not the Scottish Gov-
ernment, and I fi nd it ap-
palling that SNP politicians 
are including local people’s 
money in their spin.

It is not just your MSP, 
however, who is involved 
in this – it follows similar 
statements from his coun-
cillors. However, if the SNP 
council leader, deputy lead-
er and fi nance spokesper-
son had attended the budget 
briefi ng last week, they 
might actually understand 
the impact of their party’s 
budget on the council.

Finally, Mr Gibson points 
out that he is a member of 
the parliament’s local gov-
ernment committee.

He will, therefore, be 
aware that Derek Mackay, 
his party’s fi nance secre-
tary, demanded that coun-
cil leaders accept his ‘offer’ 
of cuts before that commit-
tee had scrutinised his draft 
budget or MSPs have exer-
cised their democratic man-
date to set their own budget.

I have refused to be bul-
lied by the cabinet secretary 
into accepting these cuts. 

The SNP is now a minori-
ty government and in order 
to pass its budget, it needs 
the support of at least one 
opposition party. So far, 
every opposition party lead-
er has said they won’t vote 
for the draft budget.

Mr Gibson and his party 
can continue to spin their 
‘alternative facts’ – my ad-
ministration and I will con-
centrate on fi ghting for the 
best funding deal for our 
communities.

Yours,
Councillor
Joe Cullinane,
Leader of North 
Ayrshire Council.

Access concerns
Sir,
From your centre spread in 
last week’s Banner, it seems 
the new Brodick ferry ter-
minal project has been well 
managed by George Leslie 
Ltd and that construction is 
well up to schedule. Con-
gratulations.

But serious concerns re-
main about access from the 
front of the new building to 
the ferry itself. It is a very 
long way, not just for the el-
derly and disabled but for 
small children.

 In addition to the 200 me-
tres walk from the back of 
the terminal, some of it up 
or down a ramp, a lift has to 
be negotiated by those una-
ble to climb the 35 steps to 
the waiting room – 35 steps 
is the number you have to 
climb to reach the third 
fl oor in a three-storey build-
ing. Nor are lifts reliable. 
They break down, require 
maintenance, may well be 
over-used during the high 
season and, in some people, 
induce claustrophobia.

Those of us, myself in-
cluded, who suffer from 
breathing and mobility 
problems, and who have to 
make frequent hospital vis-
its, are alarmed.

How are we going to get to 
the ferry in time and at what 
cost in pain? Will there be 
enough wheelchairs and 
staff to make the long round 
trip from the terminal to the 
boat without causing unac-
ceptable delays?

Many of us raised these is-
sues at the planning stages, 
and now that the reality can 
be seen our worst fears are 
being confi rmed.

We appear to be paying 
£33 million for a worse ter-
minal than the one we had 
before. Why was this a 
good thing?

Yours, 
Ian Ferguson,
High Corrie.

Homes sought
Sir,
Just prior to Christmas we 
advertised an urgent appeal 
for homes for Echo (tabby 
and white) and Tom (gin-
ger), both six years old, as 
needing families urgently. 
 Our plea was answered  
and a home was offered. 
However, the new owner 
was not able to take them 
straight away as they were 
moving.
 We were then told there 
was a third cat, the lovely 
Remy. When we told the 
prospective owner they im-
mediately responded with 
extending the offer to him 
also.
 They were due to go to 
their new home this week-
end. On Monday night we 
were told the offer of a 
home was withdrawn. Now 
all three cats are homeless 
once more.

They are not used to any 
roads nor moving traffi c 
and have lived up a track in 
total rural isolation all their 
lives.

We have sent out an ap-
peal across a wide audience 
in the hope of fi nding them 
a home together.

They are not used to dogs 
or children. They are laid-
back and affectionate cats 
that love to have a ‘conver-
sation’ with you.

They have only a few days 
before the current owner 
must leave. In fact, by the 
time the Banner comes out, 
that window will have been 
reduced to something like 
24 to 48 hours.

So if anyone is able to help 
they must contact us imme-
diately on 01770 820611 or 
the Facebook page at face-
book.com/Catsprotection-
IsleofArran.

Yours,
Linda Hartley,
Co-ordinator, 
Cats Protection
Isle of Arran
branch. 

Struggle to find a balance
The badger problem in Lamlash is getting worse and 
there is no quick fi x solution in sight.

The widespread damage at the cemetery is sad to see 
and must be distressing for anyone with loved ones 
buried there. Now the badgers have spotted the lush 
grass next door at the golf course and have already 
made inroads there.

Meanwhile, those in the village who take pride in 
their gardens have the diffi cult task of fi nding a bal-
ance between looking after the interests of the bad-
gers while also protecting their property from the 
extensive damage the animals can cause. 

Because of the Protection of Badgers Act of 1992, it 
is an offence to wilfully kill, injure or attempt to kill 
a badger. It is also a criminal offence to damage their 
setts or obstruct them. Those who work with nature 
and the outdoors generally have a great respect for all 
animal life and do not take to culling animals unless 
absolutely necessary. However, in some instances, re-
ducing numbers is necessary to preserve natural hab-
itats, sensitive environments and to prevent resources 
from being obliterated to the detriment of the remain-
der of the animals. Stock and animal management is a 
necessary component of animal and wildlife conser-
vation. However, this option is resolutely disallowed 
for controlling badger populations. While the man-
agement of wildlife is kept in a controlled and natural 
state of equilibrium by predators further up the food 
chain, on Arran, where we have an isolated ecosys-
tem, there are no foxes or suffi cient numbers of large 
birds of prey to regulate numbers. 

The solutions are not clear and those that attempt 
to address the problem can be breathtakingly expen-
sive, as we might discover when a report is submitted 
to the council for dealing with the Lamlash cemetery 
population. They are usually not guaranteed either – 
at best they stave of the badgers for a period of time 
and there can be no guarantees that they will not re-
turn, in greater numbers. 

The only thing that we do know is that Lamlash will 
continue to struggle to fi nd a harmonious balance 
with badgers for years to come.
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Lunch club remembers The Bard

Volunteers Elizabeth Suter and Eleanor Hamilton look on as Michael Main 
addresses the haggis. 

The Lunch Club enjoyed a special meal 
at its fi rst meeting after the festive peri-
od break when members attended a Burns 
supper at Glen Estate Sheltered housing 
last week.

The club, which meets every fortnight, 
is run by a small team of volunteers who 
cook and serve food to residents and visi-
tors. A two-course meal was provided for 

a reasonable charge of £4 and besides the 
enjoyable meal it was a great social event. 

The supper was well-attended and partic-
ipants enjoyed the traditions that go along 
with the Burns supper as well as pipe mu-
sic. Organisers thanked the volunteers for 
their assistance in making the event a spe-
cial occasion which was enjoyed by every-
one. 

A two-storey high projec-
tion of Robert Burns was 
displayed on the iconic 
sandstone building of the 
Douglas Hotel, Brodick, as 
part of an ‘Arran Welcome’ 
project.

The event was to help cel-
ebrate the hotel’s Burns 
supper and also launched 
a new marketing campaign 
by Arran company Routes 
To Flourish. 

The images were creat-
ed by Double Take Projec-
tions. 

Alison Page, a coach 
and learning consultant at 
Routes To Flourish, said: 
‘I’m hoping this projection 
will help promote Arran as 

Rabbie gives 
a warm Arran 
welcome 

Rabbie’s head � lls the entire front of the hotel. 

A giant image of The Bard is projected on to the Douglas Hotel.
Photographs: Arran Photography. 

an ideal place to come for 
individual and corporate 
learning and development 
in addition to being a world 
class holiday destination. 

‘I am keen to work in part-
nership with other island 
businesses to offer a wide 
range of options and cater 
for budgets from top class 
hotels to ‘glamping’ and 
everything in between. 

Events
‘I have enjoyed working 

with VisitArran, having de-
veloped the ‘Arran Wel-
come’ and delivered var-
ious learning events for 
island businesses to ensure 
continuous improvement. 

‘Setting goals to work to-

wards is part of coaching 
and one of my business 
goals for Routes To Flour-
ish is to market Arran the is-
land as a place to come for 
personal and business de-
velopment.’

Based in Edinburgh, Dou-
ble Take Projections is an 
innovative Scottish design 
consultancy specialising in  
creating immersive visual 
experiences using a tech-
nique call Projection Map-
ping. 

It has an impressive list of 
clients including the Scot-
tish Government, The Hunt-
er Foundation, Irn Bru and 
Caledonian MacBrayne. 
 See centre spread.

ScottishField
®
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Pupils learn the ropes 
at Hal� ell where they 
received skiing lessons.
B05ski02

Members enjoy Scottish
night at Lamlash SWI
After being guests of Corrie 
and  Sannox SWI at its Auld 
Year’s night celebrations, 
Lamlash institute held its 
own Scottish night the fol-
lowing week. 

After business was dealt 
with, Mary gave the Sel-
kirk Grace and members sat 
down to a traditional meal 
of haggis, neeps and tatties 
followed by magnifi cent in-
dividual portions of Arran 
Gold creme brûlée, made 
by Nan. These were set in 
teacups with accompany-
ing raspberries and home-
made shortbread on the 
saucer. They were a feast 

for the eye as well as the  
palate. The attractive table 
settings complimented the 
meal. Alison had organised 
a fun quiz on Scotland with 
Mary, Liz and Janet the 
winners.

Light-hearted
 The evening was rounded 

off with community sing-
ing of light-hearted Scottish 
songs such as Sam the Skull 
and Ye Canny Shove Your 
Granny aff a Bus. With 
such an unusually large raf-
fl e, nearly everyone won a 
prize. 

Winner of the Scottish 
corsage was Kathleen and 

the whisky miniature be-
longed to Carol. Vivienne 
proposed a vote of thanks 
to Alison for organising the 
evening and to everyone in-
volved in the cooking and 
entertainment. The ensuing 
round of applause showed 
everyone agreed it had been 
a most enjoyable night out. 

The next meeting is a 
Make and Bake night when 
names for the trip to New 
Lanark will be taken. New 
members are always wel-
come to go and join the 
meetings. Look out for the 
posters around Lamlash.                   

Janet Mair.

Pupils take to the slopes in 
Norway
Arran High School stu-
dents enjoyed another win-
ter sports trip over the new 
year period when they visit-
ed Norway for ski instruc-
tion.

The group of 16 pupils and 
two members of staff visit-
ed the ski resort of Halfjell 
in Lillehammer where they 
took part in apres ski ac-
tivities, snow boarding and 
outdoor excursions. 

Among the highlights 
were visits to the Olym-
pic bobsleigh track and a 
national ice hockey game. 
The children received pro-
fessional ski instruction 
and everyone in the group 
is now able to parallel turn 
and are fl uent, controlled 
skiers. 

The seven-day trip was 
open to all S1 to S6 pupils 
and takes place every year.

Arran High School pupils 
who visited Lillehammer 
in Norway. B05ski01

Adam Brown, Ethan Sillars, Malley Robertson, Jordan Rogers and 
Catherine Bloy dressed for the cold. B05ski03
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The Co-operative recently 
celebrated a ‘Join Us’ day 
when groups who have ben-
efi ted from its new commu-
nity fund entertained cus-
tomers at its Brodick store. 

Arran Pipe Band gave a 
rousing performance out-
side the shop, while Ali-
son Provan, representing 
the Highland dancing club, 
delighted everyone with 
her swords and fl ing perfor-
mance. 

The local community fund 
comes from the one per 
cent of own-brand purchas-
es when a member card is 
presented. Local groups, 
which currently also in-
clude Arran Hospital Sup-
porters League, will share 
the money from this until 
March. 

During the day, shoppers 
were encouraged to join the 
scheme and members are in-
vited to go online and have 

Arran Society of Glasgow still 
going strong after 174 years
The historic Arran Society 
of Glasgow held its annual 
dinner in the newly-refur-
bished Kinloch Hotel last 
Saturday, 174 years since 
the society was formed.

More than 80 guests were 
piped in to the dinner by 
Arran High School stu-
dent Fiona Bulger, before 
enjoying a delicious meal. 

Following the Toast to 
the Society by the presi-
dent, the company was en-
tertained by talented Arran 
High School students Beth-
any Walsh, fi ddle; Lucy 
Walsh, fl ute; and Emily Di-
vine, guitar. 

The president then wel-
comed BBC journalist Ai-
leen Clarke to propose the 

Speakers Aileen Clarke, Sheila Gilmore and James Murchie. 

Toast to the Island. Aileen 
is a familiar face on Arran 
because of her reporting en-
deavours during the snow 
of 2013 and her exellent, 
witty speech included tales 
from then. 

The reply on behalf of the 
island was offered by local 
lad Captain James Murchie 
of Blackwaterfoot, who 
served with the Royal Fleet 
Auxiliary for more than 40 
years. 

James is a familiar speak-
er on Arran and he didn’t 
disappoint 

The Arran Society 
makes modest, but mean-
ingful, fi nancial awards to 
young people, communi-
ty groups and education-

al and cultural initiatives 
on the island and, follow-
ing the dinner, honorary 
president Sheila Gilmore 
informed the company 
that recipients in the past 
12 months have includ-
ed Arran Junior Triathlon 
Club, Forest Schools, Aims 
Advocacy, Isle of Arran 
Heritage Museum, Arran 
Dancers, Isle of Arran Pipe 
Band, Arran High School 
Awards and various further 
and higher education stu-
dents. 

Established in 1843, the 
society is always looking 
to extend its membership 
to ensure its aims and ob-
jectives continue to be ful-
fi lled, and guests, who had 
not already done so, were 
invited to apply online  at 
www.arransocietyofglas-
gow.org for life member-
ship which only costs £10. 

The society thanks all staff 
at Kinloch Hotel,  Arran 
Events, Arran High School 
music department, Taste 
of Arran, Arran: Sense of 
Scotland, and Isle of Arran 
Distillery for their support 
in making this event such a 
success.  

Next year’s Arran Soci-
ety Dinner will be held at 
Kinloch Hotel on February 
3 2018.

Community Fund
benefi ciaries perform
at Brodick Co-op

Members of Arran Pipe Band perform outside  
Brodick Co-op. 

their say on where future 
contributions should go to. 
They were also reminded of 
the fi ve per cent reward for 
themselves on own-brand 
purchases as well as oth-
er benefi ts of being a mem-
ber. Members who present-
ed their card had the benefi t 
of an extra ticket when they 
took part in the tombola and 
raffl e which was won by 
Morag Murchie who won a 
Fairtrade hamper.

Additional musical en-
tertainment was provid-
ed courtesy of employees 
Mark Harwood and David 
Wilson, while a busy cake 
stall raised more than £400 
for the Red Cross and the 
local community. 

Organisers thanked every-
one who took part, congrat-
ulated Morag on her raffl e 
win and thanked customers 
for their support throughout 
the year. 
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Allan Nicol cuts open the haggis during his 
address. 01_A05burns01

Song and verse at annual Lamlash supper

Burns is as relevant today as 
he was in the 18th century

Around 50 Burns enthu-
siasts enjoyed a night of 
song, verse and merri-
ment in their annual cel-
ebration of The Bard last 
Saturday.

And as Dr John Rank-
ine, in his excellent Im-
mortal Memory, said, 
if that was all a Burns 
Supper was, it would 
be enough. But he ex-
plained how the life and 
work of Burns still reso-

nates and has a place in 
the world of today.

Lamlash Golf Club was 
the venue for the Lam-
lash Burns Club annual 
supper. The evening be-
gan with Douglas Auld 
rendering of the Selkirk 
Grace and, after soup, 
the haggis was piped in 
by Ross Kerr, making 
his first appearance at 
the event, and addressed 
in style by Allan Nicol.

After the meal it was 
the turn of John Divine 
to give his first Burns 
song of the night, fol-
lowed by a recitation of 
To a mouse by Finlay 
Murchie and later songs 
from Peter Wilson.

The room was quickly  
silent for the Immor-
tal Memory by Dr John 
Rankine, which al-
though naturally con-
taining humour, gave an 

Above: The top table 
at the Burns supper. 
01_A05burns03

President Willie 
Robertson thanks 
Dr Rankine.
01_A05burns06

The audience listen intently as Finlay Murchie gives a recitation. 01_A05burns05

Douglas Auld 
is all smiles 
for the Banner 
photographer as he 
gives his vote
of thanks.
01_A05burns16

John Kelso gives his toast to Bonnie Jean 
and the lassies. 01_A05burns11

The top table toast the lassies. 01_A05burns12

Piper Ross Kerr entertains with his piping melody. 01_A05burns15
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Song and verse at annual Lamlash supper

Burns is as relevant today as 
he was in the 18th century

enticing insight into the 
life and work of Burns 
in the late 18th century 
and its relevance in the 
world today.

Rendition
Archie Nicol then 

sang The Star o’ Rabbie 
Burns, with the audience 
joining in the chorus. 
President Willie Rob-
ertson give the vote of 
thanks to the speaker be-
fore Graham Kerr gave 

an excellent rendition of 
all 224 unaccompanied 
lines of Tam O’Shanter.

A toast to Bonnie Jean 
and the lassies was de-
livered in some style and 
with humour as well as 
extensive detail by Jock 
Kelso. Donald Mackay 
gave the Toast of Lam-
lash Burns Club and the 
reply was given by Tony 
van Breugal who also 
designs the programme 

ever year and this year 
went with the theme of 
‘A man’s a man for a’ 
that’. 

Rounding off proceed-
ings was a piping melody  
by Ross Kerr before 
Douglas Auld gave the 
vote of thanks to the ca-
terers and artists and, af-
ter the raffle, the evening 
was rounded off by the 
rousing rendition of 
Auld Lang Syne.

John Divine in full voice. 01_A05burns04

Dr John Rankine gives 
the Immortal Memory. 
01_A05burns07

The packed clubhouse listens to Dr Rankine. 01_A05burns08

Peter Wilson on song. 01_A05burns09

Graham Kerr recites Tam O’Shanter. 01_A05burns10

The top table toast the lassies. 01_A05burns12

Tony van Breugal 
gives his reply to 
the club.
01_A05burns14

Left: Tony van Breugal has updated the 
famous Alexander Nasmyth portrait 
of Burns to make the Bard look more 
contemporary. B05burns18

The programme 
featuring the work 
of Tony van Breugal. 
B05burns17

Photographs by Hugh Boag
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Buying a car can be the second biggest 
investment you will make. Choosing a 
new car is one of the most exciting 
experiences a motorist can enjoy 
and having a clear idea of exactly 
what you are looking for can 
make the process much easier. 

Whether you buy from a local 
dealer, a distant retailer, an 
online broker or via the internet, 
it pays to do your homework so you 
are in the best position to get a good 
deal. This means deciding what make 
and model you want, as well as any add-ons 
that you need. 

Once you have the facts and � gures in front of you, it’s 
time to talk to the dealer and negotiate your best price. 
Our guide will help you get the right car, with the right 
features for the right price, so read on and get inspired! 

Buying a car can be the second biggest 
investment you will make. Choosing a 
new car is one of the most exciting 

it pays to do your homework so you 
are in the best position to get a good 
deal. This means deciding what make 
and model you want, as well as any add-ons 

Once you have the facts and � gures in front of you, it’s 
time to talk to the dealer and negotiate your best price. 
Our guide will help you get the right car, with the right 

Welcome 
to Driving 
Force

One of Arran’s longest running businesses, Angus 
Lambie Motor Engineers have been a trusted name 
in the trade for over 32 years and have earned the 
approval of motoring groups such as AA, RAC, 
Greenfl ag and many other clubs to act as their 
agents on Arran. 

Keeping Arran’s vehicles well maintained, ser-
viced and on the road, Angus Lambie Motor Engi-
neers are breakdown and recovery specialists who 
are available 23 and a half hours a day for all even-
tualities. Their fl eet of rescue vehicles are able to 
deal with most vehicles, large and small. and are al-
ways on hand to provide roadside assistance in all 
weather conditions and situations. 

With years of experience in the industry they are 
well equipped with modern up to minute diagnos-
tic equipment and expertise to service and repair all 
makes of vehicles. Conveniently situated on Mar-
ket Road, directors Angus and Liz Lambie will pre-
pare and arrange MOTs and with their large stock 
of parts and consumables, including the largest 
stockists of tyres on the island, they will get you 
and your vehicle on the road again with the mini-
mal amount of disruption. 

With a professional and reliable service, competi-
tive prices and speedy response times, you can trust 
Angus Lambie to take care of all of your motoring 
needs from small private vehicles to large fl eets of 
commercial vehicles, from minor servicing to ma-
jor works and rebuilds. Angus Lambie Motor En-
gineers are available 23 and a half hours a day on 
01770 302677 (day) and 07989 965020 (mobile).

Angus Lambie, a trusted name for vehicle 
maintenance, repairs and recovery
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What car 
do I need?

Here’s a handy 
checklist:

 What are my essential requirements? Fuel 

effi ciency or enough room for all the family? 

 Do I need the car to do anything specif-

ic? This could include towing a trailer or fi tting 

into a small space. Is it for short city drives or 

longer journeys?
 
 Does it need to be able to cruise at motor-

way speeds without straining?

 Do I need a massive boot? Consid-

er whether you need room for things such as 

sports equipment or a pushchair – or if you 

need to fi t friendly Fido or your mother-in-law. 

 Do I prefer petrol or diesel? The fuel you 

want to use can make a big difference in the 

model you might choose. 

 Do I want to consider an eco-friendly car? 

If so, a hybrid or electric car could be an op-

tion. 

 How much will it cost? Moneysavingex-

pert.com offers this checklist for calculating 

the full cost of your new vehicle. 

 Any upfront costs. Once you’ve decided 

to buy a car, you will of course have to pay for 

it. You can either pay the whole cost upfront 

or take out a fi nance deal. Whichever way you 

choose, expect to at least pay a down payment 

before you drive off. 

 Finance repayments. If you’ve taken a 

personal loan, or dealer fi nance, you’ll need 

to factor in repayments. To work out the rough 

cost of running a new car, the Gov.uk website 

has a fuel consumption search tool. Motoring 

website Honest John also has a handy ‘real 

MPG’ section where drivers have reported how 

many miles per gallon they get. 

 Tax. You can check out how much road 

tax you’ll need to pay on the Gov.uk website. 

You can also search for cars in a particular tax 

band. These range from A-M depending on the 

car’s CO2 emissions, with the cost of tax rang-

ing from £0 to over £1,000 in year one. Stand-

ard rates then apply, at up to £500/year. 

 Car insurance. The cost of insurance is 

based on how much of a risk insurers perceive 

you to be. For example, if you are a youngster 

who’s just passed your test, you will pay more 

for your cover. Plus, taking breakdown cover 

will bump up the cost. New cars often come 

with a year’s worth of breakdown cover. 

 MOTs. Once the car’s three years old, 

you’ll have to pay for an MOT every year, 

which costs £54.85 (for the test). 

 Servicing. You’ll need to get your car ser-

viced regularly, typically once a year, though 

it varies by model. Servicing ensures it’s safe 

to drive and keeps the manufacturer’s warranty 

valid. A routine service typically starts around 

£120. 

 Parking permits and tolls. Unless you have 

free parking where you live, or a garage, you 

will probably have to pay for a resident’s per-

mit. Check your council website to see how 

much this costs. Consider any costs to park 

at work if you drive there too, as well as toll 

charges you may face along the way. 

 Other spending. New tyres, repairs and 

valet cleans can add up, so make sure there’s 

some breathing room in your budget. So allow 

a couple of £100s extra for additional spending 

per year – just in case.
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• XV gets higher quality interior in line with new models
• Major re-tuning of chassis improves ride and handling
• NVH measures for more refinement
• New touchscreen infotainment with voice control and navigation 

Subaru UK has announced a raft of 
modifications and upgrades to the in-
terior and chassis of its XV compact 
crossover. The interior changes result 
in further significant improvements 
to cabin refinement and ambience.

Boasting the lowest centre of grav-
ity in the compact crossover class – 
and the highest ground clearance – 
changes to the car’s suspension have 
been designed to result in  a smooth-
er, more compliant ride but without 
sacrificing any of the stability that the 
XV is renowned for. 

Among the most important chang-
es to the upgraded XV is a revised in-
terior, which now features improved 
materials and an all-new touchscreen 
infotainment and navigation system.

The interior design now has a high-
er-quality look and feel thanks to the 
adoption of an all new instrument 
binnacle and new metallic and piano 
black accents throughout the cab-
in for the central console, dashboard 
and steering wheel switchgear and 
arm rests.

Subaru is pleased to announce that 
the all-new Subaru XV will make its 
global debut at the 87th Geneva In-
ternational Motor Show to be held in 
Switzerland on March 7-19, 2017.

Fitted with Subaru’s renowned 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive sys-
tem, XV is a compact SUV with a 
personality packed exterior.

The all-new Subaru XV will be un-
veiled at the press conference sched-

Subaru XV gets interior upgrade 
and re-tuned chassis



MEET THE 
NEW GENERATION

THE JAGUAR RANGE FROM MORRISONS JAGUAR

O�cial fuel consumption figures for the Jaguar range in mpg (l/100km): Urban 14.8-64.2 (19.1-4.4); Extra Urban 31.4-83.1 (9.0-3.4); Combined 22.2-75.0 (12.7-3.8). CO2 Emissions 297-99 g/km. 
O�cial EU Test Figures. For comparison purposes only. Real world figures may differ.

The Jaguar range offers an effortless and luxurious driving
experience for every journey. From the dynamic XF and 
high performance F-TYPE, the e�cient XE and practical 
F-PACE to the breathtaking and luxururious XJ, Jaguar
expertise and passion puts you in control of the road ahead.

At Morrisons Jaguar, we are committed to supporting all your
Jaguar needs. From purchasing to servicing, we have a
dedicated team of specially trained staff to assist you.

Contact us today to book your test drive.

Morrisons Jaguar
Whins of Milton, Stirling, Stirlingshire FK7 8EP
01786 811411

morrisons.stirling.jaguar.co.uk
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 8 February, 1997
 Tourism fi ght
Less than a year after Isle of Arran Tour-
ist Board disappeared into Ayrshire and 
Arran Tourist Board, it appears the Ar-
ran only body might re-appear. This will 
not be done in a way which challenges the 
main board, but the aim, nevertheless, is 
to regain local control. 

Arran Tourist Board had, over the years, 
become a body which spoke with authori-
ty for Arran. Then a rationalisation of tour-
ist boards was decreed and it was feared it 
may become one tiny part of a South West 
Scotland board. It was considered some-
thing of a victory when an Ayrshire and 
Arran board was allowed, but many felt 
it would cease to have much meaning for 
Arran. Local control of its fl agship - the 
accommodation register - has just been re-
leased and many members are not happy 

Arran’s Isa Wilson, who worked at the 
chemist shop in Brodick and travelled 
around the island in her blue chemist 
van for 25 years, will be missed by 
many as she retires. B05twe02

with it. Nearly half the entries are incor-
rect as no-one on Arran checked the facts. 

Ronnie Mann, a member of the new 
council, has proposed an Arran Tourism 
Council. 

Eager not to create ill-feeling, his propos-
al for the new council is in a policy making 
capacity, an enabling body that could look 
after Arran’s particular interests to make 
sure the Arran sections are correct. 

 Arran luminaries
Access to the countryside is not just an 
Arran issue, but a nationwide one. And at 
Portencross, near Largs, the Ramblers As-
sociation held a meeting on Thursday.
 The purpose was to unveil its proposals 
for Scottish access legislation. Present-
ing their four-point plan was John Holm-
es, vice chairman of the Ramblers Associ-
ation, Scotland.
 Many on Arran will remember Mr Holm-
es as the joint owner of the Enismor Hotel. 
He and his wife Joyce later established Ar-
dgowan in Brodick. 

 Roadworks spending
North Ayrshire Infrastructure and Environ-
ment Committee has been presented with a 
listing, in order of priority, all of the road-
works proposed over the next fi ve years.
 Tenth on the list is £5,000 for Arran and 
Cumbrae small works including the lay-
bys at Merkland Point.
 Number 20 is £174,000 over four years 
on the String Road reconstruction which 
starts next year. Number 21 is £22,500 on 
the Blackwaterfoot village improvements 
scheme. Number 27 is £118,000 over fi ve 
years on an Arran footpath development 
feasibility study.

Getting a North Ayrshire Council anti-litter campaign going are Shiskine pupils 
Jamie McClelland, Robert Murchie, Ellen Souter and Janis Murchie. B05twe01

Margot Wheeler, Graham Tinto, Chris Stanger and Peter Mackay braved the 
weather to lead 26 youngsters in Arran Youth Rugby Club’s training last week. 
B05twe04

A discussion on a proposed theatre for Arran was discussed in a make or break 
meeting of  the Theatre Trust last Friday. Despite a successful one-woman 
show in St George’s Church, the venue now seems to be less favoured than the 
Douglas Hotel. B05twe03

Arran High School rugby players will play host to teams from across Ayrshire 
next month when they host their � rst high school rugby sevens. First year 
players are pictured with teacher Iain Parker. B05twe05
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing  Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle  garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery  Fri - Sat 10am - 5pm Sun - Wed 12.30pm - 5pm
Lamlash tennis courts/putting green  Open all day
Soap making and candle dipping  Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 4th February 
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road 11am - 1 pm
Over 21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery  9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception  9.30am - noon
Live music  Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, Brodick, 1.15pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion,  Brodick, 9am
Live music – Will & the Wild Horse The PHT, Lamlash 9pm

Sunday 5th February
Family games  Auchrannie games hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool  Auchrannie spa pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’  Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA meeting  Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Taigi and Oigong  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm

Monday 6th February  
Over 50s badminton  Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton  Auchrannie sports hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club  Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training  Auchrannie gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix  Arran High School dance studio, 6.30pm
RunArran  Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Brodick Church Hall adults and over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Arran bridge  Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau  Ormidale Pavilion, 11.30am - 3pm
Live music Fiddlers,  Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Lamlash Church Hall  3:30 - 4:00pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Brodick - Arran Active   4:15 - 4:45pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Corrie - Breagha Holistic Beauty   5:00 - 5:30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Shiskine Church Hall   5:15 - 5:45pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Brodick Church Kitchen   5:45 - 6:15pm
Scottish country dancing for beginners and improvers  Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm

Tuesday 7th February
Pop quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club  Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Rotary Club  Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy outdoors  NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls  Bowling Club, 1.15pm
RunArran run coaching  Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)  Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Open cricket session  Brodick Astroturf 7pm-9pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club  Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga  Corrie and Sannox Hall, 6pm
Live music  Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Metafi t  Arran High School, 6pm
Pilates  Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Scottish country dancing  Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Skinnymalinks  Lochranza Arran Distillery visitor centre   3:30 - 4:00pm 

Wednesday 8th February
Rock an pop bingo  Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pm adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous  Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal  Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Yoga  Auchrannie studio, 9.30am-10.30am

Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service  10.30-12.30 and 1.30-3.30
RunArran  Auchrannie spa, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran  Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music  Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Mixed hockey  Auchrannie sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes  Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga  Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery and Nattery  Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Bus pass club meal  The PHT, noon - 2.30pm
Chair yoga St Molios  Church Hall, Shiskine, 11am - noon
Mexican night The PHT, Lamlash, 5pm - 9pm
Parkinson’s support group Lamlash fi re station, 2pm - 4pm
Coffee Morning Brodick Church Hall, 10.30am - 12noon

Thursday 9th February
Morning fi tness  Auchrannie gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Live music  Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Ladies’ hockey  Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT  Lamlash front green, 6.45am
Burger and quiz night  Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Mixed Martial Arts/XFit  Balmichael Centre, 7pm 
Arran Bridge  Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran  Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT  Lamlash green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery Group  Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm

Friday 10th February 
Yoga  Auchrannie spa leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t  Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations  Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton  Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton  Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz  Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets  surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception  9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting  Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music  Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo  Arran High School, Lamlash adults,7pm -8.30pm
Karaoke/disco  The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
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Classifi ed
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Trade Classifi eds

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!
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The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021
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Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
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DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
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PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

COMPUTING SERVICES

Public Notices

Properties
OVER £50

AGA  2 oven , 13 amp elec-
tric , dark blue , AIMS , 
used once , 01770 600705 
Genuine Skoda Fabia roof-
bars - excellent condition 
little used Cost £145 £70 
ono Tel: 870318

UNDER £50
Pair of armchairs, sol-
id frame, sprung base. Suit 
re-upholstery, £30 pair. Tel 
830684

FREE TO UPLIFT
3 pieces of second hand 
beige carpet in good con-
dition approx: 1. 3mtrs 15” 
x 1 mtr 16”. 2. 1mtr 10” x 
2 and half meters. 3. 2 and 

half meters x 2 mtrs 30 Tel: 
07816779238
Standard double bed, mat-
tress and headboard - 
good condition, Tel: 07712 
579642
10 kitchen door and draw-
er fronts. Tel 860524 after 
6 pm
Caravan 26ft long by 10ft 
wide Tel: 600393

WANTED
Static Caravan Tel: 
07495994281 
Small Trailer Call Jess Tel: 
302668

CONSULTATION ON NORTH AYRSHIRE 
MAIN ISSUES REPORT AND INTERIM ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 

On 30 January 2017, the Council published its Main Issues Report (MIR) as part of the 
preparation of a second local development plan (LDP) for North Ayrshire. 
The MIR and its accompanying Interim Environmental Report are available to view 
at http://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/localplans. Paper copies of the MIR will be also 
available at all public libraries in North Ayrshire and at Cunninghame House, Irvine.
The MIR sets out options for change on key areas of planning policy, and is intended 
to generate discussion on the key planning issues in North Ayrshire, including 
potential new development locations. Consultation responses to the MIR will assist us 
in preparing a Proposed LDP, which will set out the Council’s position on the matters 
included in the MIR. The Proposed LDP is intended to be published in December 2017.
As part of the consultation we will be hosting a series of exhibition events in North 
Ayrshire. Further details of the dates, times and locations of events will be publicised 
on the Council website, as above, and through Twitter @North_Ayrshire
The consultation on the MIR and Interim Environmental Report runs between 
30/01/17 and 10/03/17. Responses can be submitted to North Ayrshire Council’s 
Planning Service, within the consultation period, to LDP@north-ayrshire.gov.uk; 
members of the public and community groups can also submit responses in writing 
to Strategic Planning, Cunninghame House, Irvine, KA12 8EE. An online survey can 
also be submitted by visiting the Council website, as above.
To discuss the MIR or Interim Environmental Report with planning officers, please 
phone 01294 310000 or email ldp@north-ayrshire.gov.uk.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

LONG LET WANTED
Urgently require  2/3 bedroom property 

for small family.  All areas considered.  
Excellent local ref available.

Please contact Emma or Mark on 
0777 5904320 or 01770 860531

Property to let
GLAISTER FARM HOUSE

String Road

Large detached four bedroom modern 
farmhouse built 2007.  Parking, out 

buildings and outside area.  
Access via farm road

Short assured tenancy
References and deposit required

£800 pcm plus utilities
Contact : office@dougrie.com

Tel : 01770 840259 
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

LAMLASH PAVILION 
RENOVATION CONTRACT

Expressions of interest are invited by 13th 
February demonstrating your ability to carry 
out this turnkey work to a � xed price. Further 

information, drawings and speci� cation are 
available from Donald McNicol at 

kebars@hotmail.co.uk or 01770 700296.
Invitations to tender will be sent 

to the selected contractors by 
20th February. 

Part – time Arts Co - Ordinator
Arran Theatre and Arts Trust seeks a part time, self – employed arts co-ordinator for 8 days 

per month to co-ordinate and develop existing and new projects, promote an arts 
programme on and o�  the island of Arran and work with local groups in a wide range 

of art forms.

For full job description and information about Arran Theatre and Arts Trust go to www.ar-
rantheatreandarts.co.uk

To apply go to http://www.publiccontractsscotland.gov.uk/search/show/
search_view.aspx?ID=JAN271054 including a CV.

Applications should be lodged by 20th February 2017. Interviews early March.

If you have problems following this link or have questions regarding the application 
process please contact: Sophie.Paice@argyll-bute.gov.uk  Phone: 01546 604363

MACHRIE BAY GOLF CLUB
Applications are invited for 
the Lease for the Tea Room 

at Machrie Hall

Contact 01770 840360 for 
more details 

HOUSEKEEPERS  REQUIRED
The Arran Team are looking for reliable and 

conscientious housekeepers for various 
locations across the island.

Competitive rates of pay.

If you are interested, please contact us 
on 303113 or call into our offi ce at 

The Douglas Centre, Brodick.

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Cladach Sawmill, Brodick
For sale as a going concern, a long 

established timber business.
Interested parties please call 
David on 01770 302471 or 

07803625248 for more details.

The Arran Chocolate 
Factory Ltd

We are looking for an enthusiastic trainee 
chocolate maker. The applicant should 
be able to demonstrate an aptitude and 
willingness to learn an interesting, varied 
and skilled job. We offer full training, a great 
working environment and good conditions.
The job is full or part-time and occasional 
weekend work will be required.

Please Apply to: James McChlery
The Arran Chocolate Factory Ltd

Invercloy, Brodick KA27 8AJ
01770 302 873 

email: james@jamesofarran.com

Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Leisure Assistant

Receptionist

Restaurant Manager

Restaurant Floor Manager

F&B Assistants
(flexible working hours available)

Beauty Therapists

Chefs (all levels)

Painter and Decorator

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk
Benefits include family leisure club membership 

worth up to £800 and other discounts within 
the resort.

Housekeeper Assistant 
Auchrannie resort are looking to recruit a 

Housekeeping Assistant to work throughout 
the resort.

No experience necessary as full training will 
be given however great customer service skills 

and a keen eye for detail are essential. 

Porter
We are also looking for 

someone to join our team.

With responsibilities across the resort 
including our mini bus service to the port, 

luggage porterage and general housekeeping 
assistance this is a varied role.

Driving licence is essential for this role

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or 
contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Cleaner | NAY02204 

£6.70 - £6.87 (the Hourly Rate for the post + a  
Living Wage Pay Supplement, in order to bring their 

earnings to £8.45 per hour) | 40 hours per week

Closing date 14th February 2017

Arran Outdoor Education Centre,  
Lamlash, Isle of Arran KA27 8PL

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.
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DEATH

CHURCH NOTICES

BIRTHDAY

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide 
Anglican Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay 
Sunday 5th February

 11.00 am Holy Communion 
Mrs Janis Gallagher
 Coffee after service
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
 Parish Assistant:
 Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
 following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 5th February
Lochranza and Pirnmill 

Churches, 10.15am Morning 
Worship including Sacrament 

of the Lord’s Supper in
Pirnmill Church.

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship including 

Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship 

Corrie Church, 11.30am Prayer 
Meeting

12noon Morning Worship
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 5th February 
The Sacrament of 

Communion will be
 celebrated by the

minister, Rev Elizabeth
 Watson, at 10.30am.

 The table belongs to the Lord 
Jesus and all who love Him are 

most welcome. 
 There will be activities for our 

young people in the Church 
Hall. 

Tea and coffee will be served 
after the service.

 All welcome.
 There will be a service in
 Cooriedoon at 2.30pm to 

which all friends are welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 5th February 
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash 11.30 am
In both churches:
Service of praise

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 5th February 
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 5th February 
Morning service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick.

Evening service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All Welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 5th February

Service 11am 
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home fellowship group for

bible study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on road 
between Blackwaterfoot and 

Machrie)
Brodick 6pm in

 ORMIDALE PAVILION
(due to renovations at church)
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

Silverware success at bridge club

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday January 29, Stable-
ford sweep. After the rain 
of the previous day, Sunday 
morning saw the ground 
drying out well enough for 
11 players to take to the 
course. Playing from the 
yellow tees, scoring was 
generally good with the top 
four players all beating par. 
 The winner by three points 
was Sandy Pringle with 40 
points. 1 Sandy Pringle 12, 
40pts, 2 David Morrison 
8, 37pts ACB, 3 Graeme 
Crichton 13, 37pts. Magic 
twos – George McKech-
nie @4th and Adam Kelso 
@17th.

Well done to all who sur-
vived  the Burns Supper at 
Lamlash Golf Club on Sat-
urday night and managed to 
play on Sunday morning, 
but a special mention in 
despatches for Stan Rainey 
– well walked Stan. 

Fixture: Sunday Febru-
ary 4, AGA winter league 
at Brodick. Shotgun start at 
10am so please be prompt. 
WBGC v Lamlash.

Shiskine Golf Club
Thursday January 26, ladies 
12-hole medal, eight 
played, par 44, CSS 47. It 
was a bitterly cold day with 
wind chill below zero and 
the ladies had the option of 
warmth in the clubhouse. 
But, no, they were keen 
to get out and play, brav-

ing it in the very challeng-
ing conditions. First and 
scratch Ann May 51-4=47, 
2 Alice Anderson 56-8=48.

Sunday January 29, 12-
hole medal and Win-
ter Cup, 23 played, CSS 
41. First class: 1 S Mill-
er 45-6=39, 2 R Craw-
ford 44-4=40, 3 J Faulkner 
46-5=41. Scratch, R Craw-
ford 44. Second class: 1 C 
Laing 52-11=41, 2 L Jones 
50-8=42, 3 P Betley 51-
8=43. Magic twos – D Tod 
and C Laing.

Fixture: Saturday Feb-
ruary 11, 18-hole medal, 
noon.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday January 25, 
Wednesday Cup. Jim 
Green was this week’s 
winner with a superb net 
61 in gale force conditions. 

Douglas Robertson record-
ed a magic two @ 2nd.

Sunday January 29, Win-
ter Cup, Stableford. 18 
played. 1 Iain MacDon-
ald (7) 39pts, 2 Bill Don-
aldson (17) 37pts, 3 
Bob McCrae (8) 37pts.
Fixture: AGA Duncan Tro-
phy at Brodick, shotgun 
start. Check notice board 
for amended sweep details.

Lamlash Golf Club
Thursday January 26, yel-
low medal, CSS 61, par 61. 
1 Andy Smith 74-15=59, 2 I 
Bremner 71-7=64, 3 A Wales 
80-9=71. Scratch I Bremner 
71. No magic twos.

Sunday January 29, win-
ter stableford, CSS 66, par 
64. 1 A Wales 35pts, 2 I 
Bremner 33pts, 3 J O’Sulli-
van 32pts. Scratch P Cowan 
27pts. No magic twos.

Fixtures: Sunday Febru-
ary 5, AGA winter league, 
Lamlash v Whiting Bay at 
Brodick, 9.30am. Thursday 
February 9, yellow medal, 
11am.

Arran Ladies Golf Union
Sunday January 29, Dru-
madoon, 19 played. It was 
a sunny day, calm and with 
stunning views of the snow-
capped mountains.
 Very many thanks to Cor-
rie Golf Club for the cour-
tesy of the course, to Pab-
lo for the wonderfully swift 
condition of the greens, 
des pite all the rain the pre-
vious day, and to Claire for 
the very welcome soup and 
teas. 1 Jenni Turnbull l7, 65 
BIH, 2 Sally Brookes 20, 
65, 3 Brenda Livingston 13, 
67, Scratch, Brenda Living-
ston 80.

Arran Ladies Golf Union Drumadoon winners Jenni Turnbull, Brenda Livingston 
and Sally Brookes. 

The results of the Arran Bridge Club’s ag-
gregate competition held at Brodick on 
Thursday January 19 were: NS 1 Doug-
las and Margaret Bruce, 2 Anne McKelv-
ie and Janie Maclure, 3 Margaret MacGill 
and Jessmay Peacock. EW 1 Tricia Mar-
tin and Douglas Hamilton, 2 Jan and John 
Beattie, 3 Ellie and Mel Jones. 
 The Peggy Currie Cup, teams of four 
competition held at Lamlash on Mon-
day January 23, winners were: Margaret 
Bruce, Douglas Bruce, Douglas Hamilton 
and Tricia Martin. Runners-up and win-
ners of the Ann Cook Tray: Pat Adamson, 

Jennifer McArthur, Morag Gardner and 
Brenda Livingstone.

The Boyd Trophy, round four, held at 
Brodick on Thursday January 26. 1 Mar-
garet and Douglas Bruce, 2 John Bara-
clough and Jennifer Wales, 3 Jan and John 
Beattie. 

Aggregate points competition at Lamlash 
on Monday January 30. N/S 1 Doug Chase 
and Jennifer Wales, 2 John Baraclough and 
Jennifer McArthur. 3 Jan and John Beattie
E/W 1 Margaret and Douglas Bruce, 2 
Brenda Livingstone and Morag Gardner. 3 
Anne McKelvie and Janie Maclure.

BELL - William (Billy)
(Leith, Edinburgh)
Suddenly, on 25th January 
2017, William (Billy) Bell, 
much loved triplet brother of 
Bobby and Jimi and big brother 
of Liz. Sincere thanks to all who 
attended to Billy. A celebration 
of Billy’s life will take place 
at Warriston Crematorium, 
Lorimer Chapel, on Wednesday 
8th February at 2pm, to which 
all are welcome. Family fl owers 
only, however, a collection will 
be taken for two charities, which 
Billy had been supporting over 
the years.

SURPRISE
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Triathlon festival takes 
shape but help still needed 

Archie makes first podium
finish in cross country event

Arran Junior Triathlon 
Club, which is staging the 
first Arran Triathlon Festi-
val later this year, is appeal-
ing to organisations and 
people who wish to be in-
volved with the event to get 
in touch. 

As previously report-
ed in The Banner, the two-
day festival will take place 
at Arran Outdoor Centre, 
Lamlash, over the weekend 
of Saturday June 3 and will 
see adult and junior events 

taking place. There will 
also be a taster session for 
those who may be interest-
ed in triathlons.  

Coach Craig Wood said: 
‘We would like as many lo-
cal people and businesses 
to take part as possible. All 
profits will go straight into 
the club to help the chil-
dren and to subsidise travel 
costs and raise much need-
ed funds for a purpose-built 
home for the club in years 
to come.

‘We have not cut costs an-
ywhere as we have had to 
compete with a commercial 
organisation which operates 
on the island. We needed to 
give participants more, such 
as power boat rides, chip 
timing and goodie bags and 
there will also be a £5,000 
prize pot along with week-
end breaks and much more.

‘If we get it right and 
prove we can run an event 
of this magnitude on the is-
land and for the island, I’m 

sure it can be a funding 
arm, not just for the triath-
lon club but many commu-
nity junior clubs each year.

‘We have already obtained 
the support of Visit Arran 
and Arran Outdoor Cen-
tre, which we have secured 
as race headquarters for the 
weekend. We will be pro-
moting the event with the 
children at the cycling and 
outdoor event at the Nation-
al Cycling Centre this year. 
We also have the Pierhead 

Tavern running the bar and 
evening entertainment with 
professional band Badstone 
booked, along with more 
local groups and singers 
still to be confirmed.’

Craig added: ‘We want 
this to not only be a triath-
lon event, but also a festival 
in which local residents can 
come and experience the 
onsite entertainment and 
support our juniors when 
they race. We should all 
be so proud of the young 

triathletes on Arran as in 
their first year they ranked 
fifth in the Scottish Jun-
ior league, finishing above 
Ayrshire’s premier triath-
lon Club Ayrodynamics. 
We need island business-
es and people to support us 
in many different ways in-
cluding volunteering, do-
nations, discounts or event 
sponsorship.’ 

Contact Craig.wood10@
yahoo.com for more infor-
mation.

Arran Junior Triathlon members, and Arran guests, who competed in the North 
Ayrshire schools cross country league. 

Arran Junior Triathlon Club is continuing 
with its training and competing at events 
throughout Ayrshire. 

Third
Last weekend the group, joined by vis-

itors from Arran, competed at the North 
Ayrshire schools cross country league 
where Arran junior triathlete Archie Gu-
naydi came third out of 37 P6 boys, earn-
ing his first podium finish.

Arran Junior Triathlete Archie Gunaydi, left, celebrated his �rst podium �nish 
last week, coming third at the North Ayrshire schools cross country league. 

Archie Gunaydi looking tired, but making good 
progress at the cross country event. 

James McCarthy is full of smiles and covered in mud 
as he makes his way along the route.

Beth McCarthy, in pink, took fourth place in her 
group. 
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Sport
Young hockey talent keeps 
ladies top of the league

Giffnock Ladies 2s 1
Arran Ladies 2

Arran Ladies remain top of 
the league after a narrow 
away win over Giffnock at 
the weekend.

They are now 11 games 
unbeaten and sit top of the 
West District Women’s 
Hockey League Division 4 
and fi ve points clear of their 
nearest rivals Ardrossan 
Ladies 2s.

Arran travelled to play 
Giffnock Ladies 2s with 
a healthy 13 players and 
an umpire. With most of 
Arran’s regular midfi eld 
players unable to attend 
Saturday’s game, match ex-
perience was given to the 
new, younger players in the 
club, Hannah McCartney, 
Jemima Currie and Freya 
McNicol. The girls played 
with great determination 

Freya McNicol earned 
herself the ‘dame of 
the game’ award on her 
debut. 

Jenny Stark was voted 
‘man of the match’ by
the Gi� nock players. 

and commitment. Freya 
gave such a good show of 
herself as the right back 
defender, she was voted 
‘dame of the game’ by her 
team-mates on her debut 
game.

Arran had most of the pos-
session in the fi rst half but 
Giffnock played a defen-
sive game, blocking numer-
ous  shots on their goal. 

The visitors constant pres-
sure on the defence eventu-
ally paid off, enabling Lor-
raine Hewie to score the 
only goal of the fi rst half 
putting Arran ahead at the 
interval.

Pressure
Giffnock managed an 

equaliser late in the sec-
ond half, but the Arran La-
dies never gave up, continu-
ing to apply pressure in the 
shooting circle which won 

them a short corner penal-
ty in the last few seconds of 
the game. Whilst Arran or-
ganised their play for the 
penalty, the Giffnock um-
pire blew for full time.

Some of the Giffnock La-
dies thought that was game 
over, but the Arran Ladies 
knew the penalty corner 
still had to be played, as it 
had been awarded before 
the whistle.

And what a penalty cor-
ner it was. With a pass out 
to Anne Watts at the top of 

the ‘D’, she took a cracking 
shot towards the Giffnock 
goal. The ball rebound-
ed up off the goalkeeper’s 
padding and Lorraine took 
a defl ecting jab forcing the 
ball between the goalkeep-
er’s legs, giving Arran their 
second and winning goal 
and their 11th undefeated 
game of the season.

Jenny Stark was award-
ed ‘man of the match’ by 
the Giffnock players for her 
excellent midfi eld play and 
Arran Ladies voted the Giff-

nock goalkeeper ‘man of the 
match’ for her goal-thwart-
ing performance throughout 
the game. 

Arran Ladies next game is 
on Saturday February 11 at 

the National Hockey Centre, 
Glasgow, playing Rottenrow 
Bluesox Ladies 2s. 

Passback is at 1.30pm and 
all supporters are warmly 
welcomed.

Arran Ladies - unbeaten for 11 games. 01_B05hockey03


