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Arran’s crumbling roads 
network is slammed
Arran’s roads have been 
largely forgotten and are 
suffering from chronic 
under funding, North Ayr-
shire Council was told this 
week.

The council has been 
slammed over the dete-
riorating state of Arran’s 
roads network with pot-
hole complaints regular-
ly voiced to West Scotland 
MSP Jamie Greene.

The Conservative MSP 
has now written to North 
Ayrshire Council’s chief 
executive Elma Murray de-
manding immediate action 
and citing a ‘multitude’ of 
complaints from angry lo-
cals.

The West Scotland MSP 
said his constituents had 
raised concerns about road 
safety and damage to their 
vehicles caused by poor 
road conditions.

‘Arran’s roads have been 
deteriorating for a while 
now, with potholes, fl ood-
ing and surface disinte-
gration across the whole 

A host of local talent put their skills on display at the Arran Soul Choir concert at the Lamlash Community Theatre. 
Called the Soul Proud winter showcase, the concert was a sell-out success with the audience joining in with the 
singing and dancing. For a full report with pictures see pages 10 and 11. 01_b04caption 

Reaching for the Stars
island,’ said Mr Greene. 
‘Residents of Lamlash fre-
quently contact my council 
colleagues and I to express 
their dismay at the state of 
our roads.

‘Unfortunately, as an is-
land community, Arran 
has been largely forgotten 
about which has resulted 
in our roads being chroni-
cally underfunded for some 
time now. I have written 
to North Ayrshire Coun-
cil asking it to immediately 
address this matter.’

Mr Greene acknowledged 
that North Ayrshire Coun-
cil was due to  suffer a £5 
million cut in its Scottish 
Government budget, how-
ever, he asked the chief ex-
ecutive to see if any fund-
ing was available for road 
maintenance and to outline 
what plans were in place to 
address the issue.

The MSP added: ‘Now 
that the council is facing 
a potential cut of over £5 
million in its budget I am 
concerned that road main-
tenance will not be high on 

Scottish tapas and locally inspired 
cocktails in a relaxed, fun environment.

open for dinner Thursday - Monday

for reservations 
call 01770 302234 or book online at 
www.eighteen69.co.uk

WIN WIN WIN
EXCLUSIVE GOLD MEMBERSHIP 
T O  T H E  N O R T H  C O A S T 
5 0 0 ’ S  ‘ V I P  C L U B  5 0 0 ’

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

168     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

WIN 
 EXCLUSIVE GOLD MEMBERSHIP TO THE NORTH COAST 500’S ‘VIP CLUB 500’

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many miles long is the North Coast 500 route?

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. 
No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further 
information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Experience ‘the best road trip in 
the world’ (Conde Nast Traveler, 
April 2017) in ultimate luxury!

Taking in 516 miles of stunning 
coastal scenery, the North Coast 
500 route naturally follows the 
main roads along the edges of the 
North Highlands.

The exclusive VIP Club 500 is 

the perfect tool to begin planning 
your road trip of a lifetime. Start 
your journey as part of an exclusive 
club that only 500 individuals will 
be lucky enough to experience.  

Your Gold Membership will 
include two NC500 Explorer Mem-
berships, which are valid for 10 
years and are worth £900, as well 

as exclusive VIP experiences, dis-
counts on luxury accommodation 
on the NC500, personalised itiner-
ary planning, and exclusive guide 
books and other merchandise, 
including a limited-edition NC500 
bottle of multi-award-winning Rock 
Rose Gin and a Johnstons of Elgin 
fi ne merino scarf.

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT DREAMHOUSE APARTMENTS IN MANCHESTER

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many locations do Dreamhouse Apartments have in Manchester?

Manchester is England’s edgy 
northern capital. Home to legends 
in the world of music, sports, the 
arts and architecture, discover 
Manchester in complete freedom 
with Dreamhouse Serviced Apart-

ments. After a busy day shopping 
or taking in the sights go and relax 
in one of 16 apartments.

Located on either Deansgate or 
Blomstreet in Salford, both loca-
tions are within walking distance 

of all major attractions.
Dreamhouse apartments are 

beautifully decorated and fully 
kitted out, with free internet to 
create a real home from home.

Come, stay and relax…..

The prize must be taken by December 2018 and is issued subject to availability

168_sf02.indd   168 20/12/2017   12:16:56
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Continued from page 1
North Ayrshire Council’s 
spending priorities.

‘I’ve asked North Ayr-
shire Council to assess 
whether anything can be 
done about this. We need to 
have roads that are safe to 
drive on.’

Happy
A North Ayrshire Council 

spokesman said the coun-
cil would be happy to look 
into the issues raised by the 
MSP.

The spokesman said: 
‘There is no doubt that the 

Crumbling roads slammed
prolonged period of cold 
and wet weather has had 
an impact on roads across 
Scotland, however, we con-
tinue to work hard to re-
solve any local issues as a 
matter of priority.

‘We investigate and deal 
with any pothole issues as 
they arise and in our lat-
est budget for 2017/18, ac-
tually increased our roads 
budget by £1 million to 
help ensure our roads net-
work remained overall in 
good condition.’

The council acknowl-

edged that despite their ef-
forts, problems persist.

‘Nevertheless, despite 
best efforts, issues such as 
potholes will arise, particu-
larly at this time of year.

Road fault
‘We would encourage any 

resident who wishes to re-
port a road fault to do so 
on our council website at 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.
uk, by calling our custom-
er contact centre on 01294 
310000 or by using the iP-
hone or android ‘Report It 
App’ for mobile devices.’

A deep pot-hole in Brodick’s main street.

Market report
United Auctions had for-
ward 686 store cattle, 170 
cast cows and bulls and 
868 store and feeding sheep 
at their sale at Stirling on 
Wednesday January 17.

The leading prices were: 
store cattle: Ceither Gaoith-
ie (Sim Blks) £520, 229p; 
Glenkiln (AAX Blks) £600, 
202p; Glenkiln (AAX Hfrs) 
£770, 198p.

Cast cows: Craigview 
(SimX) £825, 117p; Knowe 
(SimX) £695, 121p; Altgo-
lath (Luing) £925, 138p; 
Birchburn (AAX) £715, 
115p; Hawthorn (AAX) 
£585, 92p; Balgown 
(AAX) £525, 91p.

Store sheep: Crai-
graineach (TexX) £54; 
Craigraineach (Mule) £51; 
Drumnaghinier (Mule) 
£49.50; Ceither Gao-
ithe (Cross) £49.50; Crai-
graineach (BF) £53; 
Drumnaghinier (BF) £51; 
Balgowan (BF) £35;  North 
Sannox (BF) £34.50; 
Drumnaghinier (BF Ewes) 
£34; Balgowan (Rams) 
£64.

Downing Street 
scoops Arran ice 
cream
An Arran-made ice cream 
found its way on to the 
prime minister’s annu-
al Burns Supper menu last 
week in Downing Street.

Cranachan ice cream from 
Brodick-based Arran Dair-
ies was served up by Scot-
land’s BBC Master Chef 
winner Gary Maclean.

Scots from a variety of 
business sectors, food and 
drink suppliers, education-
al institutions and poli-
tics joined Prime Minister 
Theresa May for the three-
course meal in celebration 
of Scotland’s national bard 
Robert Burns.

The dessert prepared by 
the head chef, who is also a 
senior lecturer at Glasgow 
City College, is the same 
one that impressed the 
judges during the cookery 
show. Mr Maclean said: ‘A 
Burns Supper is an institu-
tion in Scottish life and it’s 
wonderful to be able to be 
part of such a celebration 
of the works of our nation-
al bard in Downing Street.’

Mr Maclean’s dessert 
was a chocolate pista-
chio, Drambuie and rasp-
berry shortbread, with Ar-
ran Dairies’ Cranachan ice 
cream. Scotland’s Master Chef winner Gary Maclean presents the haggis.
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Lifeboat crew in Loch 
Fyne fishing boat search
The Arran lifeboat crew 
has been involved in a ma-
jor search for two missing 
fi shermen whose boat cap-
sized in Loch Fyne.

Dad-of-two Duncan 
MacDougall and fami-
ly man Przemek Kraw-
czykis have been missing 
since last Thursday when 
the 40ft Nancy Glen sank. 
Both men are now feared 
dead after the incident.

The alarm was raised by 
a third man, John Miller, 
who managed to get off 
the trawler and was pulled 
from the icy water by the 
crew of a passing boat.

Mr Miller was taken to 
Mid Argyll Community 
Hospital in Lochgilphead, 
where his condition was 
described as stable.

After intensive searches 
police temporarily stood 

Arran RNLI crew on board the Rachel Hedderwick in Lamlash Bay.

down their operation on 
Sunday, as weather con-
ditions deteriorated with 
heavy snow on the west 
coast.

Lifeboats from Tighna-
bruich, Arran and Camp-
beltown RNLI original-
ly took part in the search, 
alongside the HM Coast-
guard Prestwick helicop-
ter and Coastguard res-
cue teams from Tarbert, 
Kames, Inveraray and 
Crinan. The Tarbert fi sh-
ing fl eet was also involved 
in the extensive search.

An underwater ROV has 
since located the vessel on 
the sea fl oor but was ham-
pered by poor visibility. 

A salvage operation is 
thought to be  complicated 
with the Nancy Glen hav-
ing sunk to 140m but do-
nations have raised more 

than £100,000 towards the 
effort.

On Friday, the local po-
lice inspector told the 
BBC that the search was 
taking its toll on the fami-
lies of the missing men.

Inspector Julie McLeish 
said: ‘We are in regular 
contact with the missing 
men’s families. It is a very 
distressing time for them 
and the local community 
as a whole.’

Over the weekend fami-
ly members told the media 
they feared any recovery of 
the vessel could require the 
help of the Royal Navy and 
take months to complete.

A joint investigation to 
establish the cause of the 
incident is being carried 
out by police and the Ma-
rine Accident Investiga-
tion Branch.

Your photos wanted
How would you like to see your favourite 
photos of Arran feature in a tourist mag-
azine?

Here at the Banner we are in the process 
of putting together this year’s ever-popu-
lar Holiday Arran for 2018. And we’d like 
to give readers the chance to submit any 
photos of Arran they would like consid-
ered for entry.

They can be of the great outdoors, wild-
life, sport, favourite places or anything 
you think tourists, returning or new, would 
like to see.

Credited
All photos used will be credited to the 

photographer and can be sent to editor@
arranbanner.co.uk by Monday February 
19.
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New fish bar and deli planned for Corrie
Corrie is set to have its own fi sh bar 
and deli.

Gordon Decaestecker, who previ-
ously ran The Black Grouse restau-
rant in Blackwaterfoot, has applied 
for planning permission to change 
the use of The Rock Pool from retail 
to a hot-and-cold food takeaway.

The application is under considera-

tion by North Ayrshire Council plan-
ning offi cials. The new outlet would  
be called the Mara fi sh bar and deli. 
‘Mara’ comes from the Scots Gaelic 
word meaning ‘the sea’.

Gordon has already launched a 
website and Facebook page for the 
new deli where he states: ‘At Mara 
we’ll be using the best of Arran and 

Scotland’s seafood sourced from lo-
cal suppliers and aim to support sus-
tainable fi shing throughout Scotland. 
Freshly made-to-order dishes in a 
takeaway style dining experience.’

As previously reported by the Ban-
ner the popular The Rock Pool gift 
shop closed last month after seven 
years.

NTS explains 
Brodick Castle 
threat to jobs
The National Trust for 
Scotland (NTS) has ex-
plained its reasoning for the 
potential loss of 22 jobs at 
Brodick Castle.

All full-time and season-
al staff at the NTS proper-
ty face redundancy follow-
ing proposed changes to the 
day-to-day management 
structure.

The changes will see 
around 63 new jobs cre-
ated across the country, 
however, up to 79 existing 
posts will also be put at risk 
countrywide.

Brodick Castle staff were 
given the grim news last 
week at a meeting in the 
Auchrannie, as the castle is 
currently closed until sum-
mer for fi re safety work.

This week the NTS said 
its changes were to devolve 
leadership responsibility, 
and are part of continuing 
plans to improve its visitor 
services and free up fund-
ing for conservation pro-
jects.

Day-to-day leadership 
and administration will 
now be concentrated in the 
hands of operational man-
agers and business sup-
port teams, with other staff 
concentrating on deliver-
ing improved visitor expe-
riences and interpretation.

The changes follow ear-
lier commitments by NTS 
to devolve more manage-
ment and decision making 
to regional offi ces and local 
properties.

Patrick Duffy, NTS chief 
operating offi cer, said: ‘The 
proposed changes mean re-

ducing the level of admin-
istrative activities under-
taken at properties thereby 
focusing the teams at them 
much more on visitor ser-
vices, quality and deliv-
ering conservation work 
more effectively.

‘If we are to offer visitor 
experiences that meet to-
day’s and tomorrow’s ex-
pectations, we need to have 
the right combination of 
skills in the teams running 
properties. In short, we 
have to make changes.’

Mr Duffy said he hoped 

that as many as possible 
of those affected by redun-
dancy could apply for the 
new roles.

The proposals have since 
been shared with the NTS’s 
recognised trade union, 
Prospect, and are subject 
to 30 days of consultation 
between staff, union rep-
resentatives and stakehold-
ers throughout the affected 
properties.

It is expected that the fi -
nalised proposals will be 
implemented throughout 
February and March, with 

some changes held back 
and considered at the end 
of September-October.

This is the latest stage of 
a signifi cant restructure of 
the NTS, which began at 
the trust’s Edinburgh head-
quarters in 2016 and with a 
£17m investment in prop-
erties which is still under 
way.

The NTS has seen record 
membership in the last two 
years, at 380,000 members, 
and a third successive year 
of visitor growth to more 
than three million visitors.

All full-time and 
seasonal sta�  at 
the NTS property 
face redundancy 
following 
proposed changes 
to the day-to-day 
management 
structure at 
Brodick Castle.

for more information call

01770 303303 or visit

www.theaspa.co.uk
auchrannie road, brodick

relax at the
ASPA

For those looking to unwind, our skilled
therapists are on hand to provide relaxing

treatments in luxurious surroundings. 

Enjoy a wide range of face and body
treatments using the finest products from

ESPA and ISHGA.

open daily from
9am for a range of
face and body
treatments

treat 
yourself to a 

mini facial
for just

£40
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£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

2018 CALENDAR

ORDER ONLINE AT
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 

HALF PRICE SALE

* additional P&P charges 
       will apply to EU/ROW

Mark is new Co-op
pioneer
Arran has a new commu-
nity champion. Mark Har-
wood is the island’s fi rst 
Co-op member pioneer.

It is part of a national in-
itiative aimed at bring-
ing people together in the 
communities around Co-op 
Food stores.

It will be Mark’s job to get  
people talking about what 
matters most in the com-
munity and work with Co-
op members, Co-op col-
leagues and local groups to 
tackle issues and get things 
done.

He said he will be initial-
ly networking with an open 
mind and listen to what 
people see as important.  As 
well as working with estab-

Young Scots sought for youth commission
Young People from Arran can now apply 
to become a youth commissioner for men-
tal health.

Up to 20 young Scots, aged 14-22 years, 
will be recruited to work with the Scottish 
Government on developing recommenda-
tions to shape mental health services in 
Scotland.

The commission will take place during 
the Year of Young People 2018, which 
provides a platform for young people’s 
voices to be heard and acted upon.

Young people with experience, or an in-
terest in mental health services and im-
proving mental wellbeing, are being en-
couraged to join the youth commission.

The commission will be supported by 
Young Scot and Scottish Association for 
Mental Health (SAMH), throughout the 
15-month project.

Billy Watson, chief executive of SAMH, 
said: ‘Half of all mental health problems 
in adulthood start by mid-teens, so it’s cru-
cial we place young people at the heart of 
fi nding solutions. This is a really exciting 
opportunity for young people to get in-
volved in helping improve mental health 
services now and for the future.’

Applications open on January 22 and 
will close on February 9. Potential youth 
commissioners should visit young.scot/
get-involved for more information.

lished groups he will also 
look at setting up new ones.

It will be up to Mark to 
contribute his own ideas 
and focus on the outcomes 
and he will use social me-
dia and the Banner to get 
his views across. 

Additional
He is being given train-

ing and support for his new 
part-time role, which will 
be in addition to his exist-
ing Co-op job.

Mark said: ‘The role will 
become what I make of it in 
response to what people of-
fer to do to contribute and I 
am very much looking for-
ward to it.’

He will also be able to 
use the facilities of the new 

community room being 
created by the Co-op re-
vamp.

The initiative is sepa-
rate from the local com-
munity causes fund which 
saw nearly £26,000 hand-
ed over to charities on Ar-
ran in November.

If you would like to con-
tact Mark you can do so 
by phone on: 850577 or 
07508763051.

Co-op member 
pioneer Mark 

Harwood.

This is the weekend of the 
Big Garden Birdwatch or-
ganised by the RSPB.

From tomorrow (Satur-
day) until Monday stock 
up your bird feeders, spend 
one hour of your week-
end watching your garden 
birds, and note down the 
highest number you see of 
each bird species.

Last year nearly half a 
million people throughout 
the UK and more than 30 
on Arran took part in this 
valuable exercise. 

For more information and 
to get the free starter pack, 
visit the RSPB website 
at www.rspb.org.uk/bird-
watch/  

If you do decide to take 
part, please share your re-
cords with Jim Cassels, 
Kilpatrick Kennels, Kil-
patrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY or email jim@
arranbirding.co.uk.

Garden 
birdwatch 
weekend
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ARDROSSAN HARBOUR TO:
Glasgow Airport  FROM £35.00

Prestwick Airport  FROM £25.00

enquiries@directtaxis.net  - Return bookings and other prices on request.

8-SEATER TAXIS AVAILABLE

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Shiskine goes green and 
joins eco hub network

Eco Savvy project manager Jude King and hub coordinator Elizabeth Muirhead enjoy a 
laugh with a hub visitor. 01_b04eco03

John Kerr and Alison Burnett assist each other to create a garden bird feeder from 
recycled materials. 01_b04eco02 

Shiskine and Blackwater-
foot have become the latest 
villages to establish a re-
cycling and upcycling hub 
with the opening of their 
Arran Eco Savvy micro 
hub in the village hall.

Joining Brodick, Kil-
mory, Pirnmill, Lamlash, 
Lochranza, Corrie and Kil-
donan, the hub forms part 

Participants at the opening of the micro hub enjoy a paper 
recycling exercise. 01_b04eco01 

of the network of reuse and 
up-cycling sites aimed at 
encouraging waste reduc-
tion and making recycling 
more accessible.

Like minded
At the opening of the 

combined Shiskine and 
Blackwaterfoot hub, visi-
tors were able to speak to 
like-minded people about 

recycling while also pur-
chasing or swapping items 
of clothing or getting in-
volved in some of the ac-
tivities on offer. Partici-
pants could take part in 
a paper recycling activi-
ty, learn how to create bird 
feeders or enjoy learning 
about bee keeping from 
apiarist Andy Walker. Par-

ticularly popular with chil-
dren was the toy swap shop 
which involved handing in 
toys in exchange for others 
and the light refreshments 
which were on offer.

Hub coordinator Eliza-
beth Muirhead said: ‘I am 
delighted to be opening the 
recycle and upcycling hub 

which I hope will be well 
supported by the communi-
ty. We hope to host an eco 
day once a week and would 
encourage anyone who has 
an interest in living more 
sustainably, or anyone who 
has any suggestions, to 
come and pay us a visit. We 
are also looking for volun-
teers who have an hour or 
more to spare to help with 
the events and activities 
that we will be hosting in 

the future. As a relative 
newcomer to Arran I look 
forward to meeting every-
one and being involved 
in making the villages of 
Shiskine and Blackwater-
foot more sustainable.’

The hub will join others 
on the island to become 
the focal point for commu-
nity awareness initiatives, 
waste reduction, social 
skill sharing and workshop 
activities.

DOG WALKING SERVICE
info.muddypawsarran.co.uk

T 01770303533  M 07900066415

?ub Quiz - Wednesday 8.30 

Dawn Robertson 
Ukulele & Song 

www.muddypawsarran.co.uk
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Muddy Paws Arran - a friendly and 
affordable dog walking service

Stacey Smith and Trish 
Spence of Muddy Paws 

Arran will provide an 
a� ordable, reliable 

and friendly dog 
walking service.

Advertising editorial
Not only do lifelong friends 
Stacey Smith and Trish 
Spence share a special 
friendship bond but they 
also share a passion for our 
canine friends. So much so 
that despite busy careers 
they decided to set up a dog 
walking service on the is-
land where they were both 
born and raised.

Muddy Paws Arran was 
established shortly be-
fore Christmas and it has 
already built up clientele 
who enjoy the many bene-
fi ts of long meanders on the 
beach or energetic walks 
through the forest.

A well-known face on Ar-
ran, Stacey - better known 
as Stacey from Red Door 
- is still running Red Door 
and has broadened her re-
tail horizons with the new 

addition of her tasty hand-
made gourmet dog treats, 
Arran Dog Bakery. Trish 
is also a familiar face in 
Brodick and can be found 
keeping the golfers well 
fed and watered in Brodick 
Golf Club.

Stacey said: ‘The circum-
stances that bring people 
to us is varied, some peo-
ple want their dog walked 
while they are out at work, 
others are looking after a 
friend or neighbour’s dog 
but are unable to walk 
them, others want their 
dogs walked in a group to 
socialise them and some 
would just like a break 
from dog walking - and 
who can blame them when 
the weather turns horrible.’

Trish added: ‘We are very 
fl exible and keen to help in 
any way that we can. 

‘We are more than happy 
to tailor our service to suit 
our clients’ needs. Mud-
dy Paws Arran is able to 
provide group or individu-
al walks, on or off lead and 
our prices start at £8 for a 
group walk. All enquiries 
are very welcome.’

Both Stacey and Trish 
have their trusty water-
proofs primed ready for ac-
tion and are looking for-
ward to meeting even more 
four-pawed friends. If you 
are looking for a friend-
ly and personalised dog 
walking service that is af-
fordable then give Muddy 
Paws Arran a call on 07900 
066415 or 01770 303533.

McTear’s on the road
Specialists will be on Arran on 16 & 17 February to provide 
complimentary auction valuations on art & antiques, works of art, 
paintings, ceramics, silver, Asian works of art, jewellery, watches, 
coins, clocks, instruments, furniture, whisky and more.

Contact Magda Ketterer on 0141 810 2880 or magda@mctears.co.uk

McTear’s on the road
Specialists will be on Arran on 16 & 17 February to provide 
complimentary auction valuations on art & antiques, works of art, 
paintings, ceramics, silver, Asian works of art, jewellery, watches, 
coins, clocks, instruments, furniture, whisky and more.

magda@mctears.co.uk

mctears.co.uk
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Editorial

Thought for the week

How to 
contact us
Arran Banner,
Brodick,
Isle of Arran,
KA27 8AJ
Phone: 01770 302142
News editor
Hugh Boag
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Reporter
Colin Smeeton
editor@arranbanner.co.uk
Advertising
Cecilia Paul
adverts@arranbanner.co.uk
Head office
Wyvex Media,
Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate, Oban, 
PA34 4 HB

THE EDITOR welcomes letters for 
publication on this page. The Editor 
reserves the right to shorten, amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names 
and addresses MUST be supplied 
to indicate good faith, although 
these details can be withheld from 
publication. Telephone numbers, if 
available, should also be included. 
Anonymous letters will not be 
considered. Please write to: Letters, 
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle 
of Arran, KA27 8AJ. Fax: (01770) 
302021. Email editor@arranbanner.
co.uk 
Emailed letters can only be 
considered if they have a name, full 
address and phone number.

At The Arran Banner, we en-
deavour to ensure all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’ Code of Prac-
tice set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 

However, we realise that mis-
takes happen from time to time. 
If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please 
let us know as soon as possible 
by any of the three methods: 
emailing editor@arranbanner.
co.uk; telephoning the chief 
reporter on 01770 302142 or 
write to the Group Editor at 
Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, 
Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 
4HB. We will try to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable 
and amicable manner. However, 
if you are unsatisfied with our 
response, you can contact IPSO, 
which will investigate the matter. 

You can call IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent 
body that deals with complaints 
from the public about the 
editorial content of newspapers. 
We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

Press policy

We are open to accept all your deliveries
large and small. A lot of companies won’t
deliver to Islands, why not use us as your
mainland address and let us bring it to
your home. We have all the national parcel
companies and pallet networks calling in
daily to our Parcelpoint. If you are ordering
from a few different companies we can

hold it until all your goods have arrived and
deliver it all together to your home.
If you’re needing special arrangements
for your delivery we can help. Just let us
know your requirements when you book in.
Forklift on site for pallets and as well as our
speedy parcel services, we offer a 2 man and
tailift service throughout the Island.

We’ve been in our Glasgow depot for
25 years, our long time friends Hebrides
Haulage operate it and provide a great
service. We can accept all size of
deliveries into Glasgow. Our trucks call in
daily to collect all goods destined for 
Arran.

Anything in before 1pm is guaranteed 
next morning delivery on the Island.
Let us know your requirements when you
book in with our office, as well as our 
speedy parcel service, we offer 2 man 
delivery and Tailift Service throughout the 
island. Forklift at depot.

Glasgow Depot
c/o Hebrides Haulage
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow, G14 0HB
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Adrossan Depot
Arran Deliveries
Parcelpoint Adrossan
Ayrshire, KA22 8BZ
Call us on 01475 676255
Open 9am - 5pm Monday to Friday

Daily collection 
throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and 
surrounding districts
www.arrandeliveries.co.ukCheck out our new website: www.arrandeliveries.co.uk

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Castle 
redundancies
Sir,
I was shocked to learn 
about the possibility of 
people losing their jobs at 
Brodick Castle. 
 The castle is a valuable as-
set to Arran with its roles as 
a visitor attraction, an ad-
venture play area and pro-
viding environmental edu-
cation.
 It is essential that it has a 
secure fi nancial future and 
any improvement in the 
visitor experience is wel-
come.
 I would hope that there 
is a way to keep as many 
jobs at the castle as pos-
sible, and that secure jobs 
are confi rmed quickly. Fac-
ing redundancy is a devas-
tating personal experience, 
but job cuts also cause a 
loss of specialist skills and 
knowledge that will affect 
the castle, the castle gar-
dens and the community of 
Arran as a whole.

Yours,
Timothy Billings
Councillor – Ardrossan 
and Arran

Christmas 
fundraising
Sir,
Could I please say a very 
big thank you to all the 
people who donated to the 
Christmas lights this year. 
A total of £122 pounds was 
raised  for the children’s 
Christmas party and this 
has been passed on. Once 
again thank you and we 
look forward to this com-
ing year.

Yours,
Bernie Jackson
Whiting Bay

Terminal 
clarification
Sir,
In last week’s Arran Ban-

ner you state that the new 
ferry terminal at Brodick 
will not be open for use un-
til after Easter. Could you 
clarify which Easter this 
might be?

Yours,
P W Yates
Catacol

Arran’s ferry
Sir,
Several months ago a dis-
tressing photograph ap-
peared in the Banner of the 
wreck of the old, much-
loved Glen Sannox,  half 
buried on a beach in Sau-
di after a second career as 
a pilgrim ship, carrying pil-
grims to Mecca. It is grati-
fying to know that the name 
has been reinstated in the 
form of the new ferry now 
launched from Glasgow’s 
Ferguson yard and due to 
enter service in 2019. This 
ferry will be ‘state of the 
art’ and the most advanced 
in the CalMac fl eet.

The ship’s designer, 
James Anderson, director 
of vessels at CMAL, under 
the auspices of Arran Civic 
Trust, is coming to Arran to 
describe and illustrate the 
process of designing and 
building the ferry to a strict 
brief. In his talk James 
will answer questions on 
the ship’s accommodation, 
speed, manoeuvrability and 
sea-going qualities accom-
panied with photographs of 
build progress to date.

The talk, open to all, will 
take place in Brodick Hall 
on Thursday February 1, at 
7pm. All welcome.

Yours,
John Inglis
Chairman, Arran
Civic Trust

Miracle Lady
Sir,
Just before Christmas, I re-
ceived the devastating news 
that my lovely Clydesdale 
horse Lady was diagnosed 

with a life-threatening bone 
infection. What followed 
was a whirlwind of events 
in a bid to make Lady well 
again. I’d like to take this 
opportunity to express my 
very grateful thanks to all 
those who’ve helped Lady 
throughout her ordeal.

The lovely team at Arran 
Vets were so kind and pa-
tient with Lady as they took 
X-rays outside in the freez-
ing cold.

Tobias Mueller of KMC 
transport was wonderful, 
stepping in at the last min-
ute and overcoming prob-
lems due to the freezing 
weather to make sure Lady 
made it over to Glasgow 
for her hospital appoint-
ment. CalMac was utterly 
brilliant and so understand-
ing of our urgent need to 
get Lady over to the main-
land, squeezing us onto a 
fully booked ferry.

The amazing veterinary 
team, support staff and stu-
dents of Weipers Centre 
Equine Hospital at the Uni-
versity of Glasgow took 
such great care of Lady and 
said what a model patient 
she was, allowing them to 
go about their work without 
a single protest (as long as 
she had a bucket of feed in 
front of her). Thanks to the 
knowledge and skill of the 
Weipers vets, Lady under-
went surgery with minimal 
discomfort or stress and, 
thanks to their excellent 
care, is already well on the 
road to recovery.

Back home, the truly out-
standing Gavin Mutch, ably 
assisted by Jamie Camp-
bell, braved the ice and 
snow and did wonders by 
dismantling, moving and 
rebuilding a stable for Lady 
in less than a week.

As someone remarked: 
‘It’s a miracle!’ A lot has 
certainly been achieved in 
a short space of time, but 
maybe it’s not so much a 
miracle as the team effort 
of a great many wonderful 

people, demonstrating both 
the special and caring na-
ture of the Arran communi-
ty and the professionalism, 
dedication and understand-
ing of a number of experts 
in their respective fi elds.

Many thanks also to 
Gavin Bell, Hamish Mc-
Neil, Stewart Lambie, Ar-
ran Haulage, Anne, Diane 
and everyone else who’s 
offered their support and 
sent get well messages to 
my lovely Lady. And a spe-
cial mention to my fami-
ly and wonderful husband, 
Cams, who has been a rock 
– I don’t know how we 
would have coped without 
you.

Lady has now returned 
home to Arran, where she’s 
been reunited with her herd 
mates. We’ve got a long 
road ahead to full recovery, 
but, thanks to everyone’s 
help, Lady will hopefully 
be here for many years to 
come, bossing us about and 
keeping us in our place.

Yours,
Lorraine Campbell
Lamlash

Fond farewell
Sir,
Sad to hear the news about 
Drew Raeburn. Remem-
ber however that he left a 
legacy in the now recog-
nised international mantra 
of all truckers: ‘In this life 
we pass this way but once 
– unless Drew gave you the 
directions.’
 Thanks for the great mem-
ories Drew, your one time 
incompetent traffi c clerk.

Yours,
Marc A Head 
Whiting Bay

‘Be still before the Lord 
and wait patiently for 
him; do not fret when 
people succeed in their 
ways, when they carry 
out their wicked schemes.
(Psalm 37:7)

Arran roads 
direction is 
worrying
The state of Arran’s roads 
has long been a source of 
anger. They were bad in the 
summer and they were bad 
this time last year.

So for North Ayrshire 
Council to try to defl ect 
the issue onto the winter 
weather smacks of wilful 
ignorance.

Council chief Elma Mur-
ray is burying her head in 
the sand by ignoring the 
multitude of angry com-
plaints and effectively say-
ing: ‘A big boy did it and 
ran away.’

No, Ms Murray, it’s not 
just the bad winter weath-
er – though, admittedly, 
that exacerbates matters – 
it’s an all-year-round issue. 
And Arran is sick of it.

To blame the weather is to 
highlight bad council plan-
ning. Arran is a Scottish is-
land, it doesn’t take Mystic 
Meg to predict the weather 
will be bad in winter.

Arran’s roads are a dis-
grace. Drivers regularly 
run the risk of collision to 
avoid treacherous, gaping 
potholes and the situation 
can’t go on.

There will be serious con-
sequences to the council’s 
abandonment of our roads. 
If it doesn’t come to a head 
on the highway, it will defi -
nitely be bloody at the bal-
lot box. The anger is rising 
and the message for North 
Ayrshire is clear: sort it out 
now or face far worse down 
the road.
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Ukulele and soul treats 
on the menu at PHT
Live music afi cionados 
are in for a treat at the 
Pierhead Tavern (PHT) in 
Lamlash this weekend as 
the popular establishment 
hosts a weekend of  musi-
cal delights.

On Saturday starting at 
9pm the fi rst ever soul 
band to perform at the PHT 
will be Lemon Soul. This 
seven-piece female front-
ed band will cover classic 
Motown, Stax and other 
artists from the ’60s.

Support for deaf students
Young university and col-
lege applicants with hear-
ing diffi culties are being 
urged to make use of sup-
port services on Arran.

Charity Action on Hear-
ing Loss Scotland, through 
its Moving On service, is 
asking potential students 
aged 16-25 years, who are 
deaf or have hearing loss, 
to get in touch to fi nd out 
about progressing with 
their studies.

The service, whose advis-
ers are deaf aware and all 
sign in British Sign Lan-
guage, provide assistance 
for deaf students to get the 
most from their course and 
student life.

Action on Hearing Loss 
Scotland’s Sallie Tomasze-

wski said: ‘With university 
places fi lling up and appli-
cations for college cours-
es opening soon, we look 
forward to helping any stu-
dents who are deaf or have 
hearing loss from Arran to 
become fully aware of the 
adjustments and resourc-
es that they might need to 

fulfi ll their educational po-
tential and enjoy their stud-
ies.’

For more information, 
contact Moving On by 
calling 07388 227407 or  
emailing movingon@hear-
ingloss.org.uk or via the 
contactSCOTLAND-BSL 
video relay service.

Dawn Robertson, 
who will be 

performing her 
vintage sound on 

Sunday

The following day, start-
ing at 4pm, Dawn Robert-
son and Her Ukulele will 
be performing. Dawn and 
Her Ukulele is a solo sing-
er songwriter from Pais-
ley. With a voice likened 
to Zooey Deschanel, Dawn 
uses her vintage sassiness 
to bring a new sound to this 
charming instrument. 

Her musical infl uences in-
clude Ella Fitzgerald, Lana 
Del Rey, Stereophonics, 
The Lumineers, and any 

other golden oldie that she 
comes across.

Entrance to the Pierhead 
Tavern is free and food 
and drinks are available 
throughout the day.

Lemon Soul will be performing at the PHT on Saturday.
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Soulful sounds entertain 
at choir performance
A maximum capacity audience packed the 
Lamlash Community Theatre to enjoy the 
much-anticipated Arran Soul Choir’s second 
showcase performance called Soul Proud.

With more than 70 members performing, 
including the Soul Band and guest singer 
Kirsty Collins, the musical extravaganza fea-
tured a wealth of musical talent that had the 
audience tapping their heels, singing along 

and breaking into spontaneous dancing.
The repertoire covered a wide range of 

styles and genres ranging from contempo-
rary pop to jazz, classics and the ever-popu-
lar - and sung with great enthusiasm - Abba 
mega mix.

The Arran Soul Choir, which meets once a 
week for rehearsals, has grown to more than  
65 members in the space of just one year 

Carolyn Lambert and Shirley MacLachlan, along with the Arran Soul Choir, perform a 
memorable version of California Dreaming. 01_B04soul01 

Members of the audience join in with the singing and dancing. 01_B04soul09

Musical directors James O’Neil and David Lambert receive a round of applause and 
heartfelt thanks from the choir and audience. 01_B04soul08 

Jill McKillop and Mike Bailey had the audience join them in singing You’ve got a friend.  
01_B04soul07 



Pull-
out 

and keep
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YOUR home is the biggest and single most 
important purchase you will make in your 
life.

It is the one decision that will influence the 
rest of your life and vice versa to some extent. 

No other item - no matter how great the cost 
- will have so much emotion tied up within 
the decision-making process; a process which 
must also call for sound, realistic judgement 
while at the same time answer those deep 
emotional needs.

No wonder it is said that buying a house is so 
stressful. This is not a decision you want to 
mess up.

Our home is our haven, the place where we 
nurture our relationships and raise our kids; 
from where we go forth and build our careers 
and family life. A house is where we celebrate 
the good times with family and friends and 
where we retreat, gather our strength and 
face up to whatever bad times life might throw 
at us; where we express ourselves and the way 
we live through our choices of fixtures, fittings 
and furniture 

We have to choose wisely
So, faced with such a massive decision and 
one that will consume a large part of your 
income and have its moments of stress, why 
not have exactly what you want, and build 
your own home?

In an area like the West Highlands and islands 
there is not the same wide choice of housing 
stock as can be found in less rural or remote 
areas. Some sectors of the housing market 
have higher prices as a result. There is less 
speculative building by property developers; 
you are more likely to find a plot of land than 
you are a newly-built home.

The move into self-build makes a lot of sense 
here, that is why more and more people are 
taking this big step. It also explains why a 
large number of people, once they have made 
their home, make the decision to stay-put and 
renovate or expand their existing properties to 
suit their needs.

Some people, who are skilled tradesmen and 
construction professionals, or who have those 
skills within their family and close friends, will 
undertake some or all of the work themselves.

Others will relish the job of finding an archi-
tect, handling the planning and paperwork 
and hire their own contractors while other 
self-builders will feel more confident if they 
hire a building company or choose a kit home 
and have all the work done for them.

Whatever route you go down, one thing all 
self-builders agree on is they enjoy the feeling 

of being able to chose and be more in control of 
how their future home will serve their needs.

And another thing that everyone who has 
gone down the self-build route will tell you 
is this: it is not just about location, location, 
location; it is also about finance, finance, 
finance and research, research, research.

What you want: be it materials, professional 
services or skilled labour, where you are going 
to source them and how the cost will fit into 
your overall budget are things that require 
time, patience and diligence. If you think you 
lack any of those three qualities make sure 
your self-build project has someone on board 
who does.

Budget is your number one priority. Get the 
money wrong and right from the start you will 
have a nightmare building your dream home. 
Remember: you get what you pay for and a 
cheap price is not always the best one; it could 
come back and haunt you.

Do not forget that that the scale of your 
project could leave you open to VAT payments. 
A financial advisor and a quantity surveyor 
could be your new best friends.  

And that budget of yours should not just 
include money but time.  Managing the 
project yourself will take time and if you have 
never embarked on a self-build project before 
you might not fully appreciate just how much 
time, especially if you are also have your day 
job to consider.

But do not let any of this deter you from 
fulfilling your dream. Just look around this 
wonderful part of the world: lots of people 
have already done this and you can too.

And one day soon you will walk through the 
front door of your brand new home; not 
someone else’s old house, not some builder’s 
idea of what makes a home but your very own 
home. 

Yours.

Self-build: your home, 
your own way
Building a future
Whether you’re a joiner, builder, 
tradesman, or home owner, 
Rembrand Timber will help you 
find the materials you need all 
under one roof.

Having been the largest 
independent timber merchant in 
Scotland for over 30 years now, 
and with 18 branches around 
Scotland, they have got the 
timber, sheet materials, doors, 
flooring and windows that you 
need for your job, and, more 
importantly, they have got the 

right quality at 
the right price. 

To all this 
add building 
materials, 
plastics, roofing 
products, 
decorating, 
plumbing, 
bathroom supplies, and a 
friendly, knowledgeable service 
all here at Rembrand Timber.

This is the biggest purchase you will make in your 
lifetime and the best way to get exactly what you 
want is to be in charge of the final design, building 
and costs, either first-hand or through professional 
and skilled people...
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PLANNING PERMIS-
SION and building 
warrants are a 
fact of life for the 
self-builder.

If you go ahead and 
buy a plot of land 
without securing 
permission then all 
you own is a very 
expensive place to 
have a picnic. 

If you can find a 
plot with planning 
permission then you 
are one step ahead 
of the game but 
remember that if this 
is detailed planning 
permission, then you 
might have to reapply 
for some, if not all, 
aspects of your plans: 
the plot has permis-
sion for someone 
else’s dream home.

If you see a plot 
without planning 
permission, then 
make sure that it can 
get planning permis-
sion - permission for 
the house that you 
want to build. Be 
realistic: if the plot 
has permission for a 
two-bedroom bun-
galow will you really 
be able to prove that 
it could contain a 
four-bedroom house 
with a media room 
and a double garage?

Permission 
to build

You are not just 
going to build a 
house you are 
going to build 
an impressive 
amount of 
paperwork - but 
don’t be daunted 
- the system is 
far more user-
friendly than it 
used to be.

Planning permission 
is needed if you are 
building from new, 
carrying out major 
renovations like 
adding rooms or 
raising the roof level; 
changing the use of a 
building, perhaps an 
old shop in a town or 
an old farm building 
in the countryside 
into a home.

Permission is also 
needed if the plot 
or property is in a 
conservation area or 
has listed building 
consent. National 
parks also have a 
say on planning 

permission.

Every Scottish council 
has its own devel-
opment plan, with 
zones for housing or 
industry or areas of 
natural beauty that it 
wants to protect and 
communities it wants 
to see grow or areas 
where it would like 
to encourage more 
tourism.

This doesn’t just 
show you where 
you can and cannot 
build; it also shows 
you where and what 
other people can and 
cannot build.  

Planning permission 

takes care of how 
your self-build will 
look; its size, shape, 
how it fits in with the 
surrounding land-
scape and buildings. 
You will also need to 
apply for a building 
warrant.  This is 
about how your 
new home will meet 
building standards.

No one wants to 
build a home which 
is un-safe and 
unsound so look 
on the building 
warrant as a way of 
keeping you right as 
the project moves 
towards completion. 

As work progresses 
you can get work 
approved by ‘ap-
proved certifiers’ and 
this can form part 
of your application 
for the property’s 
building warrant 
which you file with 
the local council.

An approved certifier 
for design can give 
you a certificate of 
design for structures 
along with a certif-
icate of design for 
energy; an approved 
certifier for construc-
tion can carry out 
building work for 
you, and certify that 
their work meets 
building regulations. 
Their work includes 
the electrics, drains, 
heating and plumb-
ing.

It makes sense to 
have people involved 
in your self-build 
project who are 
approved certifiers.

Applying for planning 
permission today 

is a far smoother, 
less stressful part 
of the self-build 
project than it used 
to be. Much of the 
application can be 
done on line.

Another fantastic 
piece of support 
now offered is the 
pre-planning applica-
tion service offered 
by councils.

At North Ayrshire, 
the planners will 
give you ‘a clear and 
timely view’ on the 
merit of the pro-
posed development 
and tell you the 
information required 
to accompany a 
formal planning 
application. This 
service is currently 
free for develop-
ments of fewer than 
five houses but the 
council is in the 
process of setting its 
budget for 2018-19 
so this might change. 

The planning office 
points out: ‘pre 

application advice 
provided by the 
planning authority 
cannot pre-empt the 
democratic decision 
making process or a 
particular outcome, 
in the event of a 
formal planning 
application being 
submitted’.

The added: ‘Any 
pre-application 
advice issued does 
not constitute 
formal consent and 
does not therefore 
guarantee that any 
future statutory 
application will be 
successful; nor does 
it provide consent 
for a development to 
commence.’

North Ayrshire 
Council stresses that 
their pre application 
decision will be 
based on the quan-
tity and quality of 
the information you 
provide, so the more 
you can tell them the 
better. 
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It all starts with a plan . . . 
In the A to Z of building a home, A is for architect. They are right there at the start and will be with you unti l the job is done.

YOU wouldn’t knit 
a sweater without a 
pattern; you wouldn’t 
build a home without 
plans.

If a kit home is not for 
you then you will need an 
architect and if you are 
embarking on your first 
self-build project, relax, 
your architect has built 
many, many of them.

You may know what you 
want in your head; an 
architect will translate 
your dreams into plans 
and also into reality. 

Note the word reality 
because it is an archi-
tect’s job to design a 
house for you that will 
meet all the real-life 
regulations, not just what 
you want but all the legal 
requirements to satisfy 
planning permission and 
building warrants and 
within the constraints 
of your plot of land and 
your budget.

They will also help 
with applying for the 
necessary permissions 
and be involved in site 
inspections if you wish.

Working with an architect 
can be very personal. 
Choosing an architect 

might not get down to 
a marriage bureau or 
dating app levels, but 
it can feel as though it 
comes pretty close at 
times. 

Once again, research 
pays off; have you seen 
houses in your area 
that you like? Have you 
spoken to people who 
have completed self-build 
projects? Who did they 
use, who have you heard 
good things about?

Expect to have some 
long and serious conver-
sations; after listening 
to you they might 
recommend a kit home. 
In helping you make 
decisions about your 
home they will ask a lot 
of questions about your 
life and what you need 
from a house.

Not just how many 
bedrooms, but will you 
be working from home 
and need an office or 
study; do you want a 
room especially for your 
own interests like music 
or crafts, a room which 
then can be incorporated 
back into the main living 
space easily should you 
ever move. 

How much do you like 
to entertain? Will your 
kitchen be a living and 
dining area, will you 
have a separate dining 
room? Would you prefer 
a smaller kitchen with a 
utility room for laundry, 
or a mud room for 
outdoor gear, dogs and 

riding tack or your fishing 
tackle or a built-in gun 
cabinet? 

Do you need a shower 
downstairs for your 
muddy outdoor lifestyle? 
Will some en-suite 
bathrooms save traffic 
jams in the morning as 
you get yourselves and 

the kids off to work and 
school?  

Or are you looking to 
the future and envisage 
your parents coming to 
live with you and want 
the house designed and 
positioned on site in such 
a way that an annexe can 
be added later on.

Do you stay home for 
your entertainment 
rather than go out?  
Would you like to create 
a media room for the box 
set bingers and gamers, 
or where you can go and 
chill out to your favourite 
music?

A good architect can see 
our family life and build a 
home around it and see 
where you can comprise 
when necessary. 

This is the glory of self-
build; our homes can be 
as individual as our family 
needs are.

Apart from all your 
dreams there is also the 
down-to-earth practical 
stuff: storage space, 
heating with solar panels, 
ground source, biomass 
and where the septic 
tank is going to go if you 
are in a remote spot.

A good architect looks 
at the grand scheme of 
things and the minute 
detail and above all they 
are good listeners and 
good communicators with 
you, your builders and 
contractors and the local 
authority for planning and 
warrants.

Trying to fi nd a suitable plot of land to build your new home? Need 
fi nancial advice? Or advice on contracts, planning, access or services? 

Jas Campbell can help.
As both Solicitors and Real Estate Agents, Jas Campbell offer an 
integrated service combining property, fi nancial and legal advice and 
expertise for those times when you need a little help. 

Please visit our website for further information on how Jas Campbell 
can help you. www.jascampbell.co.uk

Unit Two, The Douglas Centre, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
Open Mon – Fri 9.30 – 5pm

Telephone 01770 302 027
Email arranoffi ce@jascampbell.co.uk 

Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority for Financial Services. 
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IT IS never too soon to have your fi nances 
lined up for self-building.

In fact, once you have decided to go down the 
self-build route to your new home, it would be 
a wise idea to meet with a fi nancial advisor, 
whether independent or at your bank or 
building society, to give your money a health 
check and get your funds in training ready for 
the big event. 

[It is a good idea to give your fi nances a regular 
check-up whatever your plans in life, but that’s 
a whole diff erent story.

This is where you can trip up, right at the start. 
Even if you already own the land and don’t 
need a mortgage to help buy the plot it is best 
to ensure you get a mortgage off er in place for 
the building work before you commit and that 
the plot has planning permission.

Do not expect a lump sum, as if you were 
buying a completed house. Just as you will 
be building in stages, so you will receive the 
money step-by-step as well. At each step 
expect the building work to be inspected as the 
lender sati sfi es themselves that the building is 
progressing as it should.

Building your own home is a good way to get 
more house for your money and a great way 
to get yourself onto the property ladder, but 
self-builders do need to have a larger lump sum 
of cash before they begin. 

Selling your existi ng home and living on site in 
a stati c caravan, or building your garage, large 
shed or having a container in place to save on 
storage costs can also help bring costs down.

Insuring your peace of mind
INSURANCE buys peace of mind and covers 
any liabiliti es you have as the work progresses. 
One you own a piece of land it pays to have site 
insurance.

Remember that as work progresses, the 
part-built structure itself will start to have 
value.  Once complete a Structural Warranty 
from an insurer approved by the Council of 
Mortgage Lenders protects you against the cost 
of complete or parti al rebuilding or recti fying 
work to the house as a result of defecti ve 
design, workmanship or materials, for 10 years.

And when you move in, do not forget to have 
your usual building and contents policey in 
place.

If you are carrying out major renovati ons to 
your home it is also best to check with your 
existi ng insurer that the work is not so big that 
it falls outwith the cover of your existi ng policy.

Self Build Loan Fund
IN November 2017 the Scotti  sh Government 
announced that a new £4 million self-build loan 
fund, off ering fi nancial backing to people who 
want to build their own homes will be available 
later this year.

The Scotti  sh Government has yet to announce 
who will be acti ng as agent for this new round 
of funding; also this latest money will be rolled 
out nati onally but the full details have yet to be 
announced.

The Highland Small Communiti es Housing 
Trust (HSCHT) ran the pilot project within the 
Highland Council area due to market failure 
in the lending market, to provide funding for 
self-builders, prior to mortgage faciliti es being 
available.

Housing Minister Kevin Stewart confi rmed the 
fund was being set up following a successful 
review of the pilot in the Highlands.

In additi on, a Challenge Fund to support pilot 
projects that will help to expand the custom 
and self-build sector is now open for applica-
ti ons.

Mr Stewart said: ‘We know many people 
seeking to build a bespoke home, which is 
tailored to their family needs, can fi nd it tough 
getti  ng the right advice and securing funding.  
A pilot in the Highlands is proving to be really 
successful and now others in communiti es 
across Scotland will be able to apply for a share 
of this £4 million investment later next year.

‘There was considerable interest in the fund fol-
lowing the launch of the pilot in the Highlands, 
which is why we have made the decision to 
make an early announcement on the nati onal 
roll-out. This will give potenti al applicants the 
ti me to investi gate housing plots and obtain the 
necessary permissions, so they can be ready to 
apply to the fund when it opens.

Financing the dream
Money is the most important part of the plans you are drawing up for your 
new home and it will be the single biggest building material you will use.
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Kit homes can be 
tailored to your needs

Decisions,  
decisions

SO WHAT is it going to be? You have decided 
on a home, picked out the fittings and 
fixtures you want and are already dreaming 
of paint colours for the finished house.

But what about the actual construction job: 
who is going to do it.

It all boils down to the two main ingredients 
in a self-build project: time and money.

Under estimating how much you have of 
either can really be the make-or-break of any 
self-build.

One advantage of having a kit home supplier 
build your home for you is that they will have 
their own team of proven tradesmen and 
women who have worked together before 
and they know this product inside out – 
literally! You are saving on time but you are 
paying for expertise and experience.

You might decide to put the work in the 
hands of a building firm you know and trust; 
in the West Highlands the chances are that 
good building companies will have worked on 
the big name companies’ kits.

Or you are in the building trade yourself and 
can put together your own team. Job done.

You might decide to project manage the build 
yourself and hire in the trades and skills as 
needed. This could save money but most 
people who go down this route will tell you 
that the demands on your time will be far 
greater than you anticipate.

What ever decision you make, make sure 
you have backed it up with some very, very 
serious number crunching and a realistic 
approach to your own availability and ability.

Rob Roy Homes is a market 
leader in the manufacture 
and supply of high quality 
timber frame homes, residential 
developments and commercial 
buildings, our customers 
ranging from self-builders and 
small building contractors right 
through to large contractors. 
We specialise in one-off pro-
jects and can provide various 
specification options to suit our 
customers’ individual taste and 
requirements.  

We have been manufacturing 
timber frame buildings for over 
25 years, and during that time 
we have gained vast experience 

and a wealth of knowledge 
relating to all aspects of 
timber frame construction. This 
expertise translates into an ex-
ceptional customer experience 
throughout the entire process.

We offer a variety of thermally 
enhanced wall constructions 
to make our end product 
extremely energy efficient, 
and to exceed both building 
regulations and customer 
expectations. 

Whatever stage you are at in 
planning your project, we would 
be delighted to hear from you 
to discuss how we can assist.

Market leaders 
in self-build - 
Rob Roy Homes

 Ian Parsons Architect 

Contact us to discuss your own building project   
Visit our website for up to date news and  

information on our 2018 Open Days 
 

Rob Roy Homes 
Dalchonzie, Comrie, Perthshire, PH6 2LB 

Tel: 01764 670424 www.robroyhomes.co.uk 

Specialists in the supply 
of high quality timber 

frame houses to your own 
design and specification 
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Fleming Homes

Fleming Homes has been supplying 
bespoke ti mber frame homes to 
the self-build market for over 30 
years. With an unrivalled passion for 
the traditi onal values of self-build 
the Company is committ ed to 
maintaining these traditi ons 
through excepti onal one-off  ti mber 
frame designs, quality products 
and excellent service. From its 
free design service to erecti on, 
the Company off er expert advice 

and soluti ons across all stages of 
the self-build process including 
planning, building regulati ons, full 
material specifi cati on, structural 
engineering, constructi on design, 
ti mber frame manufacture, erecti on 
and supply across the UK and 
overseas. For specialist ti mber 
frame advice tailored to your 
individual project contact Jason 
Hartley on 07712 305381 or 01361 
883785.

Exceptional one-off timber frame 
designs tailored to suit your individual 
requirements.

CALL 01361 883785   EMAIL enquiries@fleminghomes.co.uk

VISIT fleminghomes.co.uk

Specialists in the manufacture of high quality open panel 
pre-insulated timber frame systems, we’ve made over 

1,500 beautiful, affordable homes for happy clients all over the UK.

Our team aims to help your project run as smoothly and enjoyably 
as possible, with our flexible services, superb designs and 

products, and outstanding expertise and experience.

Contact us today and let us help you realise your 
dream self-build project!

LOOKING FOR 
AN EXPERIENCED TEAM 

FOR YOUR TIMBER FRAME?

Decisions,  
decisions

Choices, choices
YOU have decided that self-build is the way 
forward for you, but the big question is: what 
type of home are you going to build then? 

Timber frame
The house has a basic wooden frame, 
covered in waterproof material (like stone or 
bricks). A number of companies sell timber 
frame ‘kit homes’, which are house styles that 
have already been designed and just need to 
be put together. This remains one of the most 
popular choices in the West Highlands. 

Steel frame construction
Once the steel frame is built, panels are 
attached to it. These are coated, or made 
waterproof in some other way. Building a 

steel frame house on-site can be quick as 
much can be made in advance off site.

Brick and block
An outer brick wall and then an inner wall 
with an insulating material between.

Alternative
Across Ayrshire you will find many interesting 
alternative styles of building; eco friendly 
and energy saving ideas; turf roofs, insulated 
concrete form work; water recycling and 
energy generating.  

They are fascinating and use many pioneering 
techniques. Perhaps the only thing holding 
people back from experimenting this way 
is that traditional lenders will not give 
mortgages. 

Today’s kits are so adaptable to you 
and your family’s tastes and style that 
their designers and builders can create a 
bespoke look for you. No wonder this is 
the most popular route to a new home 
for self-builders.

WHEN we say the whole kit and caboodle, 
we mean it. 

The dictionary tells us caboodle is a 
noun, informal, and means, ‘The whole 
number or quantity of people or things in 
question’ and that sums up the benefits of 
choosing a kit home.

You can have the ‘whole’ answer to your 
self-build.

You buy the entire house and most of 
the companies that supply kit homes will 
provide you with a service to take care of 
planning permission, building warrants 
and even deliver and build your new 
home for you.

And if we are talking words, then ‘kit 
home’ just doesn’t do these properties 
justice.

The word ‘kit’ is way too small to describe 
what a big choice there is. ‘Kit’ some how 
conjures up something that comes out 
of a box and is put together with glue. 
Something where one size fits all and you 
will take what you are given.

Nothing could be further from the truth. 
Go online and check out the websites 
of all the leading suppliers, producers 
and builders of these homes. They offer 
you everything from a neat studio-style 
property through to a bungalow, right up 
to country mansion.

Once the choice has been made you can 
‘flip’ the design to suit your choice and 
the location.  Come in the door and the 
original plan says lounge on the right 
kitchen on the left? How about the other 
way round? No problem.  

These kits are designed with customisa-
tion in mind. Want to add a sun lounge, 
conservatory, garage, double garage? 
Many of the original house plans are 

designed to allow you to add these 
features.  

Is there someone in your family with 
special needs? Bathrooms can become 
wet rooms, doorways widened to be 
wheelchair friendly and joists strength-
ened where you need to add a hoist.

A kit home, precision manufactured 
away from the site, can be built far more 
quickly and that is a bonus when the West 
Highland climate decides to assert itself.

Some kit home manufacturers have the 
ability to take your architect’s drawings 
and use their production techniques to 
build your home from start to finish and 
give you a bespoke service.

When it comes to the interior, they can 
offer an incredible number of fixtures 
and fittings, from the doors, skirting and 
window frames through to the finished 
look of your staircase.

They create and build many different 
styles of home for many different people 
and so the choice of bathrooms and 
kitchens and flooring reflects that wide 
range; you can even source fittings from 
other suppliers if you have your heart set 
on a particular style or type and they will 
carry out the installation.

The whole kit and caboodle!
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People self-building oft en make mistakes 
when building their kit home, which can be 
a huge drain on ti me, money and resources. 
To prevent the same thing happening to you, 
here’s what to avoid:

• Don’t just plan your kit home anywhere 
on the site. Consider views, privacy, 
and cardinal directi ons for hot and cold 
temperatures.

• Don’t pour all the cement at once in order 
to save money, as it will harden before you 
can even fi nish the job.

• Don’t schedule tradespeople out of order, 
e.g. plumbing, insulati on and electric work 
should be done before you call in the 
drywaller.

• Don’t sett le on the design and budget 
before knowing what the site require-
ments are, e.g. earthworks and access to 
essenti al services.

• Don’t do everything yourself. Have an 
experienced professional help you out.

• Don’t create a large kit home with no 
design features or it will just look like one 
big box.

• Don’t go for cheap wall frames when 
installing the roof or the walls will not stay 
straight.

• Don’t create a unique design that will be 
unappealing to others and make it hard to 
sell the home.

• Don’t hesitate to seek professional advice 
where necessary. This expert advice can 
save you considerable money later on.

• Don’t set impossible deadlines that could 
ruin your health and family life.

• Don’t make any guesses. Figure out how 
many hours is required for each task from 
the bids given by subcontractors.

• Don’t just look at prices when comparing 
kit homes. Also consider what the price 
includes.

• Don’t just choose contractors with the 
lowest bid price. Find out why it’s cheaper 
than others.

• Don’t forget to set aside some money for 
landscaping.

• If you don’t apply glue to the fl oor 
sheeti ng, it will squeak.

• If you don’t re-plumb door jambs, the 
doors will not hang correctly.

• If you don’t seek help to fi x a mistake you 
made, you could create even bigger, more 
expensive problems later on.

• Learn the rules before you break them, 
e.g. conventi onal fl ashing will sti ll be 
needed for alternati ve triangular windows.

• Pick a design based on the lifestyle you 
want, e.g. privacy, entertaining, or space 
for a growing family.

Most would-be self-builders don’t 
succeed because they start off  
thinking they need a ‘grand design’, 
which almost inevitably they can’t 
aff ord. 
Worse, such designs rarely off er 
value for money and may result in 
unaff ordable levels of debt, with all 
the stress that entails. But self-build 
doesn’t have to be like that. 
Norscot off ers an alternati ve ap-
proach with a wide range of fl exible 
designs, which can be tailored to the 
way you want to live, at a price you 
can aff ord. 
With Norscot, there’s no need to 
employ an architect, you are guided 
through the whole process. You may 
add space and change the layout. 
And, create dramati c and light fi lled 
spaces with glazing opti ons that 
make the most of the view. 

At their core, Norscot kits are 
supplied with the acclaimed 
‘EcoWall’ external wall constructi on, 
which provides levels of insulati on 
almost double that required by 
building regulati ons. So, not only are 
Norscot homes cheaper and easier 
to build, they also off er superior eco 
credenti als, making them cheaper to 
heat too. 
Clearly, with Norscot, you get a 
home that perfectly fi ts you, your 
family and your budget. You don’t 
have to compromise. 

Norscot
Self-build doesn’t have to be 
stressful or expensive

Bower Workshops, Bower, Wick. T: 01955 641303
20 Carsegate Road, Inverness. T: 01463 224040
W: norscot.co.uk  E: sales@norscot.co.uk

Q
U

A

LI
TY

 PRODUCTS

ESTABLISHED 1

98
4

Expertly manufactured in the far noth of Scotland to
specifications which exceed current Building Standards

YOUR LOCAL TIMBER
FRAME SPECIALIST

Bower Workshops, Bower, Wick. T: 01955 641303

“A very professional service throughout, 
not to mention value for money.”

ECO KIT HOMES
I N D I V I D U A L LY  D E S I G N E D  •  E N E R G Y  S AV I N G

Common mistakes to avoid
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MacLeod Construction 
is the largest timber 
frame design and 
manufacturing compa-
ny in the area with 40 
years of experience 
and proven track rec-
ord for quality timber 
frame construction.  
Using the very latest 
methods and materi-
als they design every 
frame and panel with 
the latest software be-
fore manufacturing 
the kit with an auto-
mated frame-maker, 
it`s quick, easy and ac-
curate.   

  

 

Our homes are stylish, 
spacious and afforda-
ble and can be cus-
tomised to your re-
quirements. 

Building a kit home is 
faster, easier and less 
wasteful than a tradi-
tional build.  Our kits 
are highly insulated 
and come with double
-glazing  to help keep 
your heating bills 
down.  All our kits 
have been designed to 
accommodate the lat-
est renewable heating 
systems. 

We are able to offer a 
full range of services 
from obtaining plan-

ning permission and 
building warrant right 
through to comple-
tion. 

To help streamline 
your build-process  
you can pick and 
choose trades from 
any of our extensive 
services divisions: 

 Plumbing &    
Electrical  

 Window & Doors 

 Conservatories 

 Roofing 

 Refurb  & Joinery 

 Building             
aggregates 

Kit Houses 

MacLeod Construction 
Limited  
Bespoke kits for a modern home 

 
 www.MacleodConstruction.co.uk 

Sales@MKmacleod.co.uk  01546 602989 

 Extensive range of kits 
 Customisable layouts 
 Staged options to suit your 

budget 
 Energy efficient designs 
 Quick-build time 
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IF YOU can comply with all the planning 
permissions, building warrants and regu-
lations, and you have the money, you can 
build anywhere; it’s a simple fact of life. 
That includes the remotest spot you can find 
on the Scottish mainland or the islands.

There are islands that would be offended if 
you called them remote. Do not forget that in 
Argyll, with its many peninsulas, and Loch-
aber’s wild mountains there are places on the 
mainland that it can take longer to reach than 
an island such as Arran with a dependable 
ferry service.

Remember that people have lived here for 
centuries; people in this part of the world 
know how to get to remote places – and 
how to get very large loads to remote places.  
We’ve had plenty of practice.

Do not just take our word for it; Caledonian 
MacBrayne ferries have the daily task of their 
skilled deckhands loading builders’ mer-
chants’ lorries laden down with materials and 
roof trusses bound for Lochranza or Brodick. 

Many of you will have quietly cursed under 
your breath and reversed back to a passing 
place to let a lorry carrying earth moving 
plant go by, on its way to dig out some new 
foundations.

It is easier, for example, to get planning 
permission to build on a plot in the commu-
nities of Lamlash or Corrie for example than a 
remote mainland spot which is in the middle 
of an SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) 
where you will find yourself having to provide 
reports on environmental impact to bodies 
like SEPA (Scottish Environmental Protection 
Agency).  You might have to prove that there 
is a need for a house in this particular spot or 
there could be residency conditions linked to 
employment.

No community ever stands sti ll; new houses or 
renovati ons and extensions are always taking 
place. Early contact with the council planning 
department will always pay dividends, especial-
ly the pre-planning guidance on off er.

Islands and remote rural communities are 

An island life for me !
Do you want to join an 
island community or 
build yourself a home in 
magnifi cent isolati on on 
the mainland? Don’t be 
daunted by the logisti cs, 
when it comes to living 
on islands or in remote 
rural places, we’ve been 
doing it for centuries . . . 
we’re experts.

desperate for new families. Your children 
might mean the difference between a closure 
or an extra teacher for a primary school. The 
different areas have different incentives to 
help make this happen.

Utilities can be expensive and take time 
to install in a remote location; but nothing 
that cannot be solved with an innovative 
approach to waste water disposal, a good 
quality private water supply and system (it 
will need to be tested and approved) and the 
many alternative types of power generation 
available today. There are some excellent 
examples to be found all over this region; 
many of them award-winning.

Just don’t be naïve when it comes to the 
extra expenditure of cash and time - but one 
of the ways you can help keep this as low 
as possible is to be thoroughly, thoroughly 
organised. You have to be right first time, 
or face a day-and-a-half ferry journey, or a 
mammoth round trip on single-track roads, 
to return the wrong part for the right one or 
pick up extra materials, while the weather 
closes in or workers have to wait.

Don’t even let the lack of a ferry service 

Milligan Transport:
Delivery problem solved
No matt er how remote your delivery in the West Highlands and Islands, 
Milligan Transport can do it.

This Mallaig-based company specialises in land and sea transport. They 
delivered  an alligator to the Isle of Rum to act in a television documenta-
ry so your kit home or building materials will be all in a day’s work.

The star of the show is the landing craft  Spanish John 2, actually the 
third vessel to carry the name; the original, a Navy-surplus vessel was 
legendary in West Highland waters. This incarnati on was Clyde-built in 
2003 at Alexander Noble and Sons of Girvan.

Sitti  ng at 20m long and 6.5m wide, deck cargo can be up to 40 tons. 
Power comes from twin 236 hp Daewoo engines. Loading can be either 
via the 3.6m wide bow door ramp, or with a 23t per metre Palfi nger 
hydraulic crane operated by radio remote control. 

They deliver equipment and feed to fi sh farms daily. Plant and diggers 
are regular cargos and so are sand and aggregates, council skip lorries 
with refuse and recycling skips, towing fi sh farm cages. She has also been 
a platf orm for movie making and also featured in the new Ford Eco Sport 
advert that has just started airing on tv.
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worry you; transport companies have boats 
and vehicles that can get anywhere.  

You will see a ferry timetable tucked on the 
dash board of many a builder’s van along 
with the obligatory old copies of the Daily 
Record and a few used paper coffee cups and 
crisp bags. Everyone has got the CalMac app 
on their mobile phones.

One obvious piece of advice is make sure that 
the majority of the build project takes place 
during the summer timetable when there are 
more ferries running, often earlier and later 
in the day – a blessing for your logistics. 

If you are transporting materials and people 
yourself, remember to book well in advance 
during the height of the tourist season and 
on days when major events like Highland 
games and agricultural shows are taking 
place. You will also have the advantage 
of longer daylight and (hopefully) better 
weather.

Land
If you already have a plot then one of the 
hardest parts of the job is over. 

If you are searching for a plot always check 

the ease and cost of connecting to utilities in 
this location.  Make sure that you have a right 
of access; some roads can look public but are 
in private ownership and you might have to 
cross someone else’s land to get to yours.

Also make sure that you are not in a black 
spot for mobile phone reception (not 
uncommon) and that you can pick up a 
satellite signal or are in range for Freeview 
for terrestrial broadcasting. But that said, 
you will be pleasantly surprised by how many 
islands and remote communities do have 
superfast broadband thanks to government 
investment.

Materials and design
If living on an island with a stunning sea 
view or in a remote rural spot is your dream 
remember that by your very choice you will 
almost certainly experience island weather at 
its most enthusiastic.

Design and materials should be used 
accordingly and that does not just mean your 
home.  Your garden will need hedging, shrub 
screens, and plants that are salt spray, deer 
and rabbit-proof.

An island life for me !
Fresh
Quantum Solutions was established in 
2009 by Richard Neilson, a Chartered 
Quantity Surveyor, and has become 
recognised as a leading and forward 
thinking consultancy.  We deliver a 
fresh approach to clients working 
within the construction industry and 
our ‘can do’ attitude is central to our 
success.

Diverse                   
We deliver Quantity Surveying, 
Project Management and 
Development Management services 
to private clients, residential 
developers and public sector clients 
in construction for residential, hotel, 
hospitality, commercial, distillery, 
industrial and regeneration projects.

Based in Kilmarnock in Ayrshire, we 
work across Scotland, and have been 
working on high profile projects on 
Arran over the last six years such as 
the current Isle of Arran Distillery, 
Visitor Centre and Warehouse project 
at Lagg, the Auchrannie Spa Hotel Extension, Staff Accommodation and 
Spa Refurbishment Projects, and were recently involved with The Douglas 
Hotel with their Woodland Accommodation development.  Our office in 
Kilmarnock is close to the Ardrossan ferry terminal and are used to being 
on Arran on a regular basis.

Build your Own Home – Quantum Solutions House 
Build Experience
We currently support a variety of clients on Arran with their own house 
build projects, and have considerable experience in this sector.  In the 
last few years we have also successfully worked closely with a number 
of clients to complete their bespoke home projects in Kilmarnock, 
Corraith in Symington, Croy, Doonfoot and Auchterarder.  We also have 
access, and valued working relationships with experienced and motivated 
consultants, contractors and suppliers who have experience working on 
Arran and can integrate well with the overall Team.

Before establishing Quantum Solutions, Richard Neilson (Director and 
Owner) held senior commercial positions with national developers and 
contractors such as Dandara, Imagine Projects and Kier Group.  When 
working with these companies, Richard was involved in carrying out all 
aspects of the residential development process to ensure that the houses 
were built within budget and to designs which fitted the needs and 
detailed brief requirements of the clients.

Focused
We are unashamedly methodical and believe having a detailed input at 
the start of a project is crucial to ensure all parties know exactly what 
is expected of them, and to guarantee a successful outcome. With a 
‘hands on’ approach, we stay close to every aspect from conception to 
completion.

We would be delighted to hear from you.

Quantum Solutions, a forward thinking 
Construction Consultancy

Contact:
QUANTUM SOLUTIONS LIMITED
17 Portland Road, Kilmarnock, Ayrshire, KA1 2BT

T:   07799 315750
E:   richard@quantumsol.co.uk
Web:   www.quantumsol.co.uk
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OUR great-great grandparents’ memories of 
the Tilley lamp, the earth closet at the end 
of the garden and the water pump alongside 
the big stone sink are slowly fading from 
memory.

There are very few people left alive today 
who can recall them – though chances are 
many of us still have a few Tilley lamps on 
standby for power cuts.

The utilities we expect today were luxuries 
back then and some of what we consider 
basic utilities now were just plain unheard of, 
luxury or not.

Electricity, water and sewerage are just 
expected to be available and if we are too far 
away from mains water or drains or power 
lines then the technology exists to provide 
them. ‘Town gas’ in our major population 
centres is backed up with gas or oil tanks at 
our homes outwith the gas supply areas.  

We also expect landline and mobile 
telephones and television and broadband as 
standard utilities laid on in our homes.

When self-building many plots will already be 
connected to services, or be close to them.

It is a good plan, early on, when looking for a 
plot to buy to ask about the ease of connecti ng 
up to services and the cost; for some budgets 
this could be a decisive factor in whether to go 
ahead with the purchase or not.

It goes without saying that getting services 
on site as soon as possible is an important 
step.  Builders will need power tools and 
water right from the start.

Ask your kids what they would think of living 
in a house with no, or painfully slow, wi-fi, 
with no mobile network and in a shadow 
unable to pick up satellite television or 

Freeview via terrestrial television. To kids, 
these services are basic utilities they cannot 
imagine living without.  

Ask some families what they would rather 
have: a dining room where they can sit and 

eat together and talk, or a media room where 
they can watch Sky or Netflix or play games 
on a massive, wall-covering television with a 
sound system that rattles the triple-glazing.  
You know what the answer is going to be. 

So it makes sense to check these services 
out. You might be pleasantly surprised 
because of the amount of investment in 
broadband for remote and rural locations by 
the government. Remember mobile signals 
can be boosted via broadband.

Energy and renewables
Building a new home means you can benefit 
from the latest energy-saving technology 
from the day you move in

INSTALLING green technologies in your self-
build offers the chance of energy savings and 
might also qualify for government schemes 
or loans.

Organisations like Home Energy Scotland 
can provide free, in-depth advice cus-
tom-designed to your style of home and 
circumstances.

They can talk you thorough the options for 
energy saving and generating your own 
energy for heating or electricity.

Though there have been changes in recent 
years, renewable heat incentive schemes 
still exist and so do feed in tariff schemes 
for the use of small small-scale, renewable 
and low-carbon technologies to generate 
electricity.

Getting 
your new 
home on 
the grid

As far as your kids are concerned broadband and a mobile 
signal are  essenti al, never mind about mains water!

Scotframe -
leading the way in 
self-build
We provide our cus-
tomers with a unique 
one-stop shop service, 
not only for coordinat-
ing the manufacture 
and delivery of the 
ti mber frame structure, 
but also the supply 
of windows, external 
doors, insulati on, 
plasterboard, stairs, internal door sets, architrave, skirti ngs and fi nishings 
and a whole lot more - the complete package!

Where your house design is concerned, you can either select from the 
Scotf rame Portf olio, Rural, Gaelic or Breton ranges of house styles, 
encompassing everything from compact bungalows to generously pro-
porti oned family homes, or we will be happy to assist with a tailor made 
package for a bespoke design from your own architectural drawings.

Make sure you talk to us about Val-U-Therm PLUS our unique family of 
advanced, closed panel, factory insulated, high thermal performance 
wall, roof and fl oor systems. Val-U-Therm PLUS provides a winning 
soluti on along with extremely low U values and excepti onal air ti ghtness 
making it ideally suited to all forms of self build projects. The thermal 
effi  ciency of ti mber frame is legendary, and Val-U-Therm PLUS ensures 
properti es that are very comfortable and require a lot less energy to 
heat. 
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Air source heat pumps:  
Costs, savings and financial support
A typical ASHP installation costs around £6,000 to £8,000 and the Scottish Government is currently 
funding an interest-free loan of up to £10,000 to help with the installation cost. In addition, 
under the UK Government’s domestic Renewable Heat Incentive (RHI) scheme, you could receive 
quarterly cash payments over seven years if you install or have already installed an eligible 
renewable heating technology.

Running costs will vary depending on a number of factors like the size of your home, how well 
insulated it is and what room temperatures suit you.

How much you can save will depend on what system you use now, as well as what you are replacing it with.

Existing system Annual fuel bill saving* Potential annual RHI  payments (installations between  
  20 September and 31 December 2017)

Old electric storage heaters £735 - £820 £1,140 - £1,235

New electric storage heaters £410 - £445 £1,140 - £1,235

Old (G-rated) oil boiler £290 - £315 £1,140 - £1,235

New (A-rated) oil boiler An increase of £155 - £165 £1,140 - £1,235

Old (G-rated) LPG boiler £1,000 - £1,090 £1,140 - £1,235

New (A-rated) LPG boiler £290 - £315 £1,140 - £1,235

Old (G-rated) gas boiler £455 - £485 £1,140 - £1,235

New (A-rated) gas boiler An increase of £10 - £15 £1,140 - £1,235

Coal £415 - £465 £1,140 - £1,235

*The figures above are based on average fuel prices, which vary across the UK. We can help 
you work out savings based on energy costs in your area.

Take action
Call Home Energy Scotland free on 01292 525501 to arrange a visit to a Green Homes Network 
member, or to book a free home visit from one of our home energy specialists to discuss if an 
ASHP or other renewable system would suit your home. 
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We have the largest stock of reclaimed 
Ballachulish slate in the North of Scotland, also 
a wide range of good quality reclaimed Welsh. 
We also offer competitive rates to buy slates 

on or off the roof.  Delivery service throughout 
Scotland with our flexible transport system at 

competitive rates.

www.highlandslatesupplies.co.uk
Telephone 07778 829604

HIGHLANDSLATESUPPLIES
RECLAIMED & NEW SLATE

Is your renovation your 
great innovation?

Which renovator are you? The one who has bought an 
uninhabitable shell to turn into a home or the one who 
wants to breathe new life and space into the home they 
have loved for so long.

THERE you were, searching for the perfect plot 
of land upon which to self-build your dream 
home and suddenly there it was: the wreck 
you knew you had to rescue.

The roof is all but gone, you can see the raft ers; 
one wall has buckled in, the others are only 
standing out of force of habit but you can see 
what it can be once again.

Friends think you are crazy and that it would 
be cheaper just to bulldoze the enti re site and 
start again, but you know diff erently.

It is all down to the ‘three Rs’ of renovati on, 
restorati on or remodelling. What needs to be 
done?

Renovati on is renewing what you already have 
in place and adding new parts where necessary, 
whether it is fl oor boards or an enti re wall. 
Restorati on returns a room or home back to its 
former glory, respecti ng the original, or period, 
features. Remodelling changes the actual 
structure or use; like ripping out a wall, moving 
the kitchen to the other side of the house, or 
adding an extra bathroom, sunroom or annexe.

The chances are that you will probably be doing 
a mixture of all three.

If the property is a listed building, or in a 
conservati on area, you must apply for the 
necessary permissions.  

A house that is run down and in need of repair 
can be a potenti al bargain and be the best way 
to put your fi nances to work  and get more 
home for your money. 

For a start they will almost always have road 
access, water, electricity, sewerage and mains 
gas, where available making it easier, quicker 
and cheaper to get connected to the services.

Take into account that in more rural spots when 
there is a septi c tank this might need renewing 
or repair and if there is a private water supply 
it might not comply with the latest standards 
or pass the newer health tests without some 
major work being carried out.

You will need a surveyor’s report. Remember 
that if it is a major endeavour, comparable to 
building a new home, an architect will prove 
just as valuable on this project.

If it is a very old and decaying property the fi rst 
jobs will be to stabilise it and stop any further 
decay.

Planning permission and building warrants will 
be needed for a major rebuild or remodelling, 
but if you can keep within permitt ed develop-
ment rights this will save more money. These 
rights can vary and what might have been fi ne 
where you lived before in the UK might not be 
the same in your new locati on.

Once again this is where planning offi  cers can 
advise you.

Though they are becoming more rare there 
can be grants or VAT concessions available for 
certain costs. It is worth checking to see if you 
qualify.

KEEP YOUR EXISTING BASE UNITS AND REPLACE DOORS, 
DRAWER FRONTS AND WORKTOPS

• CHOOSE FROM A VAST RANGE OF STYLES & COLOURS
• MADE TO MEASURE
• LESS DISRUPTION – HUGE SAVINGS
• LEADING BRAND APPLIANCES, SINK & TAPS
• WE ALSO FIT NEW KITCHENS AND BEDROOMS 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS

• WE ALSO DO FITTED BEDROOMS

DON’T REPLACE YOUR KITCHEN…

RENEW YOUR DOORS AND WORKTOPS 
AND MAKE GREAT SAVINGS

FOR FREE ADVICE AND A NO OBLIGATION HOME SURVEY CALL US NOW 
01770 820675 or mobile 07973 714022         

www.renewkitchendoorcompany.co.uk

NOW ON ARRAN AND COVERING 
CENTRAL SCOTLAND
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Based on the Isle of Arran in Scotland, we are your ‘Go 
to’ local haulage company that are ready and dedicated 
to moving your goods from A to B, hassle free, locally and 
nationally throughout the UK!
Whether it be goods onto or off the island, we are here 
to provide excellent service and rates.  With a depot in 
Hillington, Glasgow, we have a base for a daily service to 
the island.
Building your own home is a very exciting venture, but 
also one that can have a number of issues.  With our 
wealth of experience, our job is to   get your timber kit, 
kit panels or roof trusses direct to your site, 
safely and stressfree!
Let us also assist you with 
all the materials you 
will need to build your 
house and we can 
deliver direct to your 
site.  You’ll love our 
competitive prices!

Large stock of insulation, cement, post mix, 
building sand, concrete mix, bricks, concrete 
blocks, plaster, manhole covers, slates, zinc 
ridging, lead, slabs, gravel, concrete lintels, tar & 
guttering.
Smaller stock items include screws, nails, 

silicones, 
DPC, weep 
vents, wall 
ties, tie 
down straps, 
expanding 
foam, 
hammer 
fi xings, DPM 
and building 
paper

Plumbing Fittings:
Our plumbing store has a large selection of all 
plumbing fi ttings, both internal & external.
Drainage:
Underground drainage from soil pipe to perfo-
rated drainage coils, twinwall pipes, septic tanks 
and water pipe

Large stock of timber including: 
45x45mm, 45x95mm, 45x145mm, 45x195mm, 
tile baton, OSB, Plywood, MDF, Timber sleepers, 
fencing materials, posts, cross rails, skirting & facing
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Soulful sounds entertain 
at choir performance

since it formed. The emphasis is on the en-
joyment of music in a no pressure, casual en-
vironment where singers of all ages and abil-
ities are welcomed.

Following their debut concert last year the 
proceeds from the raffl e held during the in-
terval contributed a quarter of the annual 
running costs to the Arran Defi brillator Pro-
ject. Combined with this year’s fundraising, 

organisers hope the charitable donation will 
be suffi cient to fund the organisation for a 
full year.

At the end of an enjoyable evening amid 
cheers of an encore, musical directors James 
O’Neil, David Lambert and administrator 
Carolyn Lambert were thanked by a repre-
sentative of the choir and presented with a 
token of thanks to thunderous applause.

Megan Hamill impressed the 
audience with a moving and 
pitch perfect song, I see � re.  
01_B04soul6 

Spike Bayne on saxophone 
and the Soul Band 
perform St Thomas. 
01_B04soul06 

Mike Bailey and Company 
perform the Cadgwith Anthem.
01_B04soul05

Guest singer Kirsty Collins 
belts out a rendition of 
the Bonnie Tyler favourite, 
Total eclipse of the heart. 
01_B4soul03

Val Waite and Yvonne 
Brothers perform a rousing 
rendition of Proud, backed 
by the Soul Choir. 01_B04soul04 

Guest singer Kirsty Collins and the Soul Choir match the upbeat music. 01_B04soul10
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3 FREE 
Large Scottish Field Calendars 

with every new 1 Year online subscription

Subscribe at www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscriptions 
and use code SUBOFFERSF

• Save £43 on a subscription
• Behind the paywall access to arranbanner.co.uk*

• Delivery of weekly “page flipper” copy of The Arran Banner*

• Delivered fi rst thing Friday - no waiting
Limited numbers, whilst stocks last. Calendars sent to one UK address.

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will 
be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. 
Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Fine spirits 
sourced from 

the world’s best 
producers and 

selected by Berrys’ 
experts, all of  

which have passed 
our one simple 

test:
‘Is it good to 

drink?’

Flavour of  
the moment 
since 1698

www.bbr.com

t: 0800 280 2440

e:Douglas.McIvor@bbr.com

competitions
To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone 
number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at www.scottishfi eld.co.uk. Closing date, unless otherwise 
stated, is 28 February 2018. Winners drawn from all competitions also enter a prize 
draw to win a bottle of Berry Bros. & Rudd Islay Reserve whisky.

OFFERS&

168     WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK

WIN 
 EXCLUSIVE GOLD MEMBERSHIP TO THE NORTH COAST 500’S ‘VIP CLUB 500’

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many miles long is the North Coast 500 route?

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. 
No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner 
will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further 
information from promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. Information will be shared with promoters and sponsors.

Experience ‘the best road trip in 
the world’ (Conde Nast Traveler, 
April 2017) in ultimate luxury!

Taking in 516 miles of stunning 
coastal scenery, the North Coast 
500 route naturally follows the 
main roads along the edges of the 
North Highlands.

The exclusive VIP Club 500 is 

the perfect tool to begin planning 
your road trip of a lifetime. Start 
your journey as part of an exclusive 
club that only 500 individuals will 
be lucky enough to experience.  

Your Gold Membership will 
include two NC500 Explorer Mem-
berships, which are valid for 10 
years and are worth £900, as well 

as exclusive VIP experiences, dis-
counts on luxury accommodation 
on the NC500, personalised itiner-
ary planning, and exclusive guide 
books and other merchandise, 
including a limited-edition NC500 
bottle of multi-award-winning Rock 
Rose Gin and a Johnstons of Elgin 
fi ne merino scarf.

WIN 
A TWO NIGHT STAY FOR TWO PEOPLE AT DREAMHOUSE APARTMENTS IN MANCHESTER

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
How many locations do Dreamhouse Apartments have in Manchester?

Manchester is England’s edgy 
northern capital. Home to legends 
in the world of music, sports, the 
arts and architecture, discover 
Manchester in complete freedom 
with Dreamhouse Serviced Apart-

ments. After a busy day shopping 
or taking in the sights go and relax 
in one of 16 apartments.

Located on either Deansgate or 
Blomstreet in Salford, both loca-
tions are within walking distance 

of all major attractions.
Dreamhouse apartments are 

beautifully decorated and fully 
kitted out, with free internet to 
create a real home from home.

Come, stay and relax…..

The prize must be taken by December 2018 and is issued subject to availability
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Dog classes resume
Dog classes will resume in Whiting Bay 
Hall on Wednesday February 7, at 12.30pm. 
The sessions are 10 weeks in duration and 
the training is reward-based. 

Anyone interested can contact Margaret 
Kay on 600858 or can just turn up on the 
day.

Church 
bells will 
be Ringing 
out for 
Peace
Calls to mark the anniversary of the 
hour that the guns fell silent in the 
First World War have been made to 
churches on Arran.

Ringing out for Peace is a series 
of commemorations to take place 
in November of this year to mark 
the end of the Great War in 1918.

Already organisers have arranged 
for a small army of pipers and bu-
glers to mark the moment on No-
vember 11, and now church groups 
are being encouraged to sound 
their bells as well.

Ringing out for Peace hopes to 
see more than 1,000 churches and 
cathedrals participate at 7.05pm on 
the night.

‘It would be a fi tting and moving 
tribute to the 1,400 or so bell-ring-
ers that we understand lost their 
lives during the First World War,’ 
said pageant-master Bruno Peek.

Ringing out for Peace is part 
of Battle’s Over, a day-long, 
unique commemoration of the 
end of the First World War taking 
place throughout the UK and be-
yond.

Churches can register their in-
volvement by completing the Ring-
ing out for Peace entry form found 
at  www.brunopeek.co.uk.

Arran Historical Society 
members are enthralled
The AGM of Arran Historical 
Society was held on Monday 
January 15 in the Brodick Golf 
Club premises.

Colin MacKenzie welcomed 
the 62 members followed by an 
excellent light lunch served by 
Trish and her helpers.

The meeting continued with 
offi cial business. The committee 
and offi cials will be joined by 
two new committee members.

The members received the syl-
labus for the new year. 

The committee and offi cials 
were thanked for their work dur-
ing the year and Norma David-
son was singled out for her re-
porting to the Arran Banner, 
which will be missed as she is 
retiring after 10 years.

There followed an excellent 
fi lm show by Ed O’Donnelly, 
of Arran holiday life and local 
life from 1929 to 1960 approx-
imately. 

The audience saw beach huts, 
bathing, boats for leisure and 
transport of people and goods, 
barytes mining, basking shark 
fi shing and the agricultural 
show.

This was concluded with a 

vote of thanks to Trish and her 
helpers for the lunch and thanks 
to Ed for his excellent edited 
fi lm. The meeting concluded 
around 3.30pm.

The next meeting will be in 
Brodick Hall at 2pm on Mon-

day February 19 when Pen-
ny McWatters will speak about 
Lord Rossmore (an Irish lord), 
who married into the Hamilton 
family in the 18th century. His 
dowry was the west side of the 
island.

Brodick Golf Club was the venue for the meeting of Arran Historical Society.



Every day
Trout fl y fi shing                                                                                         Loch Garbad, bank fi shing
Brodick Castle                                                                                    Garden only open 9am-dusk
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics                                       Brodick, 10am - 4pm
Arran Brewery                                                                     Open Mon - Thursday 11.30am - 4.30pm
                                                                                 Friday & Saturday,10am - 4.30pm, Sun - Closed

Saturday 27th January
Flow Yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Arran Branch Scottish CND Meeting                                                Ormidale Pavillion, Brodick, 2pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Lamlash Burns Club Annual Burns Supper                                        Lamlash Golf Club 7 for 7.30pm
Burns Night, Burns songs & poems - Arran Artists   Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Music Arran, DUO B!Z’ART                                                     Community Theatre, Lamlash, 7.30pm
Live Music - Lemon Soul - a soul band covering artists from the ’60s           The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over 21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm 

Sunday 28th January
Live Music - Buccaneers                                                Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 2pm
Jazz Cafe Band                                                                     The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 2pm - 5pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Dawn Robertson and her Uke is a solo singer, songwriter from Paisley       The PHT, Lamlash, 4pm  
AA meeting                                                                           Brodick Church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm

Monday 29th January
Morning fi tness                                                                            Auchrannie Gym, 9.30am -10.30am
Arran Vets Surgery                                                                              9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets Reception                                                                                 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Over 50s badminton                                                               Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm-4pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                 Brèagha Holistic Beauty, Corrie,. 5pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                              Shiskine Church Hall, 5.15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                          Brodick Church Hall, 6pm                                                          
Adult Tennis                                                                        Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
Arran Junior Football Club                                                                       Ormidale Park, 6pm-7.30pm
Circuit Training                                                                                          Auchrannie Gym, 6pm-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix                                                                  Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                                       Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                        Auchrannie Sports Hall,7pm-9pm
Arran High School’s Senior Young Musician Competition, All Welcome               Douglas Hotel, 7pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                                            Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Tae Kwon Do                                           Brodick Church Hall, Adults and over 10s,7.00pm - 8.30pm

Tuesday 30th January
Arran Vets surgery                                                                  9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                         9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Healthy Outdoors                                                               NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                            Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls                                                                                  Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers)                                              Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Metafi t Class                                                                                                   Arran High School, 6pm
Flow Yoga,                                                                                                                  Corrie Hall, 6pm                
Pilates                                                                                                             Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club                                                            Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm 
Auchrannie Winter Bowls                                                                                                 Brodick, 7pm 
Youth club                                                                                                               Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Fiona’s FitSteps                                                                                              Arran High School, 7pm
Arran Rotary Club                                                Douglas Hotel, Brodick, 7pm for 7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing                                                                       Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Live Music -Mike Bailey                                             Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Pop quiz                                                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

www.arranbrewery.com

DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
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Wednesday 31st January
Arran Vets surgery                           9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                 9am- 2pm and 4pm -5pm
Yoga                                                                                          Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am -10.30am
Hydrofi t                           Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Coffee Morning                                               St Bride’s Church, Brodick, 10.30am - 12noon
Chair Yoga                                                                                  St Molios Hall, Shiskine, 11am
Bus Pass Club Free Soup                                                 The PHT, Lamlash, 12noon -2pm
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service   10.30am-12.30pm and 1.30pm-3.30pm
Knittery and Nattery                                                                               Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Zumba Gold                                                                     Brodick Church Hall, 4.30pm - 5.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks                                                                         Lamlash Church Hall, 5pm
Just Jhoom (Bollywood dance fi tness)                          Brodick Church Hall, 5.45pm - 6.45pm
RUNclub - Mixed Ability                                                                            Dunfi on, Brodick, 5.30pm
Flow Yoga                                                                                                     Shiskine Hall, 6pm
Tae Kwondo                                 Arran High School, Kids-6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Yoga-Arran                                                                                 Kinneil, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Mixed hockey                                                                        Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30pm-9pm
Burger and quiz night                                                        Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Tae Kwon Do                    Arran High School Kids-6.30-7.30pmm, Adults, 7.30pm-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                 Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Family Friendly Pub Quiz, Cash Prize                                          The PHT, Lamlash, 8.30pm - 10pm
Rock an Pop Bingo                                                                               Ormidale Hotel, 9.30pm

Thursday 1st February
Arran Vets surgery                                                                   9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception                                                                           9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Morning fi tness, Auchrannie Gym                                                       9.30am -10.30am
Chair Yoga                                                                       Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10.30am
Arran Skinnymalinks                                   Brodick Church Hall, between10.30am -12noon
Quilt Arran                                                                          Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Adult Tennis                                                                 Shiskine Golf & Tennis Club from 5.30pm
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers                             Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm 
Arran Ladies Netball                                                                        Arran High School, 6 -7pm
Ladies’ Hockey                                                                          Ormidale Pavilion, 6.30pm - 8.00pm
Arran Soul Choir                                                   Arran High School, Lamlash, 7pm - 8.30pm
Arran Bridge Club                                                               Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                               Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
General knowledge quiz                                                                                      Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Friday 2nd February
Arran Vets                                                                    Surgery 9am - 10.30am and 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets                                                                        Reception 9am - 2pm and 4pm - 6pm
Coffee Morning for charities, all welcome.                         Corrie and Sannox Hall, 10.30am
Yoga                                                                            Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t                                                              Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Smart Recovery Meeting                                                  Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 1.30pm - 3pm
Build a Steak Night                                                                             The PHT, Lamlash,  5pm - 9pm
Lochranza Children’s Badminton                                                         Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
AA meeting                                                                                               Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                                    Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Tae Kwon Do                                                         Arran High School, Lamlash, adults,7pm - 9pm
Douglas Hotel Burns Supper                                                                  Douglas Hotel, 7pm
Live Music - Cams Campbell                       Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Lochranza Adults’ Badminton                                                                      Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Pool, Darts & Poker                                                                           The PHT, Lamlash 

Saturday 3rd February
Flow Yoga                                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Arran Vets surgery                                                                                            9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception                                                                                            9.30am – noon
Army Cadets                                                                                   Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls                                                                                 Bowling Club, 1.30pm
Family games                                                                            Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool                                                                               Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Live Music                                                       Fiddlers’ Music Bar and Bistro, Brodick, 7.30pm
Live Music -  Skunnered                                                             The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm  
Over 21s disco                                                                                                 Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
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Join us at The Drift  Inn this winter for fabulous food, 
drinks, off ers and events! 

2-Course Lunch Special: £14.95 for two courses and a drink, served Wednesday to Sunday

Pub Quiz: The original Lamlash Quiz is back! Last Wednesday of each month. 

Excellent prizes for 1st and 2nd placed teams

Steak Night Thursday: £35 for two steak dinners and a bott le of house wine

6 Nati ons Rugby: All matches shown live with free half ti me snacks

Open Wednesday to Sunday from 12pm – late with food served from 12-9.

Take away available!

Thanks to the help and support from our local community, the Drift  Inn is re-opened and ready to make a 
full comeback! With some new and some old team members, we are proud to be working closely with local 
farmers, fi sherman and suppliers to bring you the freshest and best quality Arran produce. By following the 

“Farm to Fork” ethos we aim to create a healthier, more delicious dining experience for you whilst supporti ng 
Arran’s economy and helping to keep our island beauti ful by reducing harmful emissions to the environment. 

Dine in with us or stop in for a take away.

Eat Local. Eat Fresh. Eat Responsible.
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New head teacher
A lucky group of pupils got to speak to Ar-
ran High’s new head teacher, asking ques-
tions of the island’s fi rst woman in the 
post.

Ms Sue Smith previously worked on Is-
lay as depute head, however, she hasn’t al-
ways worked on an island, having had a 
stint working in Oban. A former physical 
education teacher, she started this week 
and introduced herself to the pupils at as-
sembly.

Ms Smith enjoys sailing and golf, and 
lists the island’s seven golf courses as one 
of the great attractions. When asked what 
she thought the differences were between 
island and mainland schools she said that 
pupils on the island are generally better 
behaved.

Working for God
Colin Mills of Shiskine was ‘set apart’ on 
Monday evening at a service in St Moli-
os Church. This curious expression is the 
Church of Scotland’s archaic way of say-
ing that someone has completed a period 

The Ardrossan Presbytery, with Colin Mills, centre right, beside the Rev David McKay, 
Moderator of the Presbytery of Ardrossan. 01_B05twe05

of training towards becoming a part-time 
minister and may now do many of the 
things an ordained minister is allowed to 
do.

Colin said: ‘It means that I’m qualifi ed to 
take all services in the Church of Scotland 
except for weddings, baptisms and holy 
communion.’

Thus Colin is now a reader, one of three 
on Arran. Highet Allan of Whiting Bay 
has been a reader for a long time and John 
Stedman of Sliddery was set apart in a 
similar service last year.

Price hike
Prices on Arran have shot up over the last 
few months. At least that is the conclusion 
of the Royal Scotland Price Survey pub-
lished this week.

A twice yearly survey conducted by 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise, the la-
dies of the Council of Voluntary Service 
on Arran and elsewhere fi ll a shopping 
basket with exactly the same goods.

Arran’s basket cost £54.88 last summer 
and £58.29 this winter. This represents a 
six per cent increase in as many months.

Arran Dancers, with their new teacher Caren Jones, are keen to learn ballet, modern and 
tap. Caren, from Greenock, was hired by the girls’ parents after a previous commercial 
dance class on the island closed. 01_B04twe01

Girls from the new modern dancing class in Brodick School last Saturday were trying out 
something a little di� erent. It’s a sort of less formal ballet and is the dancing often seen 
in all sorts of musicals from Miss Saigon to Blood Brothers. 01_B04twe02

Arran’s Highland dancing class is still going strong, but girls from the island are now 
enjoying a more modern � avour of dance lessons. 01_B04twe03

New Arran High School head teacher Sue Smith has a question and answer session with 
pupils. 01_B04twe04
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SELF STORAGE

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 

omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
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BULL FOR SALE

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

We’ve made it even easier to find your next job

in the perfect location.

Download our app for free at hijobs.co.uk/app

OVER £50
Rollator - As new, never 
been used. Cost £100, sell-
ing for only £60. Please 
contact 01770 860755.

For Sale -  A well bred
Simmental breeding bull
He is 2 years old and ready for work

Please contact:
Donald Currie, Isle of  Arran

M: 07740 986803
 T: 01770 860251

£50 OR OVER
Two x 2-seater settees with 
cushions, coral in colour. 
£50 for both. Please tele-
phone 01770 700 297.
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Property

HOUSEKEEPER
Machrie/Pirnmill area

For large holiday house changeovers
Mainly Sundays 4-6 hours

Would suit 1 or 2 people (preferable), 
own transport required

Great rate of pay
Call: 07710 405334 or 01506 881688

I would like to order 2018 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

£4.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM £3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM
YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date______________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2019 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

£4.95

£3.95

£3.95

£3.95

£3.95Scottish 
Clans  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£6.50

£4.25

£4.25

£4.25

£4.25

£

£

£

£

£

Scottish Calendars 2018

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

£3.95
including 
UK P&P

FROM

Enjoy Scotland at its best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars.
Featuring the breathtaking landscapes and 
diverse architecture from around Scotland.
We also have a Scottish Clans Calendar, 
featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan.
Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2018 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

HALF PRICE SALE

* additional P&P charges will apply to EU/ROW

SLIDDERY SUPPLIES
Due to a family bereavement

 Sliddery Supplies will be
closed on

 Monday 29th January
Apologies for any inconvenience

COMMUNITY NOTICE – AYRSHIRE SHORELINE MANAGEMENT PLAN  
PUBLIC CONSULTATION DAYS 

A draft Shoreline Management Plan for the Ayrshire coastline has been 
prepared by North Ayrshire and South Ayrshire Councils. The Plan presents a 
large-scale assessment of the risks to the people of Ayrshire and its developed, 
historic and natural environment, from coastal flooding and erosion, and 
identifies suitable policies for the management of these risks. The Plan covers 
the entire Ayrshire mainland coastline from Skelmorlie in the north, to the 
northern shore of Loch Ryan in the south, and the coasts of the islands of Arran 
and Great Cumbrae.
North Ayrshire Council wish to give the people of Ayrshire the opportunity 
to comment on and influence the Ayrshire Shoreline Management Plan and 
associated environmental reports before they are finalised. The draft Ayrshire 
Shoreline Management Plan and associated environmental reports (Strategic 
Environmental Assessment – Environmental Report and Habitats Regulation 
Appraisal Record) are therefore available to view in hardcopy at the  
North Ayrshire Council Headquarters at Cunninghame House, Irvine KA12 8EE  
(during office hours), or digitally on the North Ayrshire Council website  
http://www.northayrshire.community/consultations/open-consultations/ 
Public Consultation Days are also planned at various locations throughout 
North Ayrshire where you can review the draft Ayrshire Shoreline Management 
Plan and associated environmental reports, and discuss any details with the 
project team. These consultation days are as follows:
Monday 19 February 2018 12pm - 7pm 
Irvine Library, 168 High Street, Irvine, KA12 8AN
Tuesday 20 February 2018 12pm - 6:50pm 
Millport Library, The Garrison, Millport, Isle of Cumbrae, KA28 0DG
Wednesday 21 February 2018 12.30pm - 7pm Ardrossan Civic Centre,  
150 Glasgow Street, Ardrossan, KA22 8EU
Thursday 22 February 2018 12pm - 6:30pm 
Brodick Library, Main Street, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8DL
Friday 23 February 2018 12pm - 5pm 
Largs Library, 26 Allanpark Street, Largs, KA30 9AG
In addition to being able to make comments at the Public Consultation Days, 
submissions on the draft Shoreline Management Plan and associated 
environmental reports may be made to North Ayrshire Council Cunningham 
House, Irvine KA12 8EE between 29 January – 20 April 2018 or via the Council 
website online survey, or via post to Danielle King, RPS Consulting Engineers, 
Ocean Point One, 4th Floor, 94 Ocean Drive, Edinburgh.  
Email: Danielle.King@rpsgroup.com.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND  

CONSERVATION AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 9am - 4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk  
by 16 February 2018. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING  
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)
18/00035/PP; The Rock Pool, Corrie, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Change of use from retail 
to hot and cold food takeaway.
18/00019/PP; Broombrae, Blackwaterfoot, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Replacement of 
existing barn with one and a half storey dwellinghouse

(A841, LOCHRANZA, ISLE OF ARRAN) 
(TEMPORARY CLOSURE) ORDER 2018

The North Ayrshire Council, in exercise of the powers conferred on them by Section 
14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, as amended by Schedule 1 of the Road 
Traffic (Temporary Restrictions) Act 1991 and of all other enabling powers, hereby 
make the above order.
A841, east of Lochranza from Ballarie Bridge to North Sannox Bridge, will be closed daily 
9.15am - 4.30pm from 29 January 2018 until 23 March 2018.
Diversion route will be sign posted.
Restriction applies to all motor vehicle, pedestrian and push cycles with the 
exception of Emergency Services and vehicles involved in the works.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Arran
Letting Company

Thinking of renting
your property?

Rent conf idently with
The Arran Letting Company.

Professional Island based Residential property management
service. Let us take care of it, from a simple tenant f inding service
to comprehensive management of single or multiple properties.

Have a spare room?
Let it earn you £7,500 a year tax free.

Our rent a room service will match you with the right tenant.

For a no obligation quote please call Caroline Hester on
01770 499101 E: rentals@arranletting.com W: www.arranletting.com
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CHURCH NOTICES

DEATHS

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran, 

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
 Parish Assistant:
 Mrs Jean Hunter

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the 
following times to which 

all are invited. 
Sunday 28th January

Pirnmill, and Lochranza 
Churches Together - 10.15am, 

Morning Worship at
Pirnmill Church

Shiskine Church, 12 noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship.

Corrie Church - 11.30am, 
Prayer meeting. 12noon, 

Morning Worship.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House 

at 1.30pm.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(Part of the Worldwide
Anglican Church) 

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 28th January 

Holy Communion 11am
 Mr John Roberts.

Coffee after service.
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

(continuing)
Sunday 28th January 
Morning Service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge,
Glen Estate, Brodick

Evening Service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 28th January
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory - 10 am,
 Lamlash - 11.30 am

In Lamlash: Prayer Time 
10.45am Praise Service.
All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland
Charity Number: SC014005

Sunday 28th January 
Worship will be conducted by 

the minister, Rev
Elizabeth Watson, at 10.30am. 
Tea and coffee will be served 

in the Transept after the 
service. There will also be the 

opportunity to look at
 Traidcraft goods on sale in 

the Transept. 
All most welcome.

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 28th January
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 28th January 

Service 11am, Ormidale
Pavilion

Tea and coffee after
the service

Wednesday at 7.30pm Home 
fellowship group for bible 

study and prayer.
Telephone 600222

Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm 

Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Sunday meetings at 11am at 
Brodick Library

Telephone 700346 or 302246.
Come and join us

ALLAN: Peacefully at 
home on the 21st Janu-
ary, Peter H Allan, belov-
ed husband of the late Jean, 
much loved father of Sine, 
Lesley, Midge and the late 
Robert and dear Grandpa 
and Great Grandpa.  Funer-
al service at Shiskine Free 
Church on Monday 29th 
January at 11.30am (bus 
from Brodick Pier), there-
after to Brodick New Cem-
etery at 1pm.

JOHNSTON: Donald, 
64, Chandler of Lamlash. 
Suddenly on 14th Janu-
ary, 2018, beloved hus-
band of Heather, loving fa-
ther to Matthew, brother to 
Iain and Douglas. Funeral 
on Friday 26th January at 
Lamlash Church, 11.30am, 
followed by burial at Kil-
bride Cemetery, thereafter 
a Celebration of his Life 
at the Drift Inn. All family 
and friends welcome.

REVELL: Muriel Evelyn nee 
McKelvie peacefully on Sun-
day 21st January at Abercorn 
Nursing Home Hamilton for-
merly of Prospect Hill, Lam-
lash. Beloved wife of the late 
Charles, much loved mum to 
Hazel and Jan, mother in law 
to Don and Alastair, Grand-
mother to Jane, Peter, Jona-
than, Andrew and Carol and 
great grandmother to Oscar 
and Itali.  Loving daughter of 
Robert and Janet McKelvie 
and sister of Edith. Committal 
Service at Lamlash Cemetery 
on Wednesday 31st January at 
12.00 noon

PERSONAL

Helg, a former Buddhist nun is
looking for a place (room or fl at)

to live on Arran
Please give me a call on

 07501 765048
 or email: helga-vogt@gmx.de

Shiskine Golf Club
Saturday January 20, Gents 
18 Hole Medal, 10 played. 
1 and scratch, P Betley 75-
11=64, 2 J McNally 76-

The 11th hole at Shiskine Golf Club

7=69, 3 C Rutterford 91-
19=72. Magic two, Phil 
Betley at the 12th.

Fixtures: Saturday Janu-
ary 27, Lochranza Match at 
Shiskine, 1.30pm start.

Sunday January 28, Gents 
12 Hole Medal, 1pm start.

Thursday February 1, La-
dies 18 Hole Medal, 10am 
start.

Corrie Golf Club
Fixtures: Saturday January 

27, Sweep, ballots at 9am 
and 12.30pm.

Monday January 28, 
Monday Cup at noon, 
weather permitting.

Brodick Golf Club
Fixture: Sunday January 
28, Winter Cup, 9am and 
noon.

Lamlash Golf Club
Fixtures: Sunday Janu-
ary 28, Winter Stableford, 

9.30am and noon.
Thursday February 1, Yel-

low Medal, 11am

Arran Golfers
Association
Fixtures: Sunday February 
4, Winter League / Dun-
can Trophy, fourth round 
at Machrie Bay Golf Club.
Draw: Machrie Bay v Whit-
ing Bay at 8.30am, Lamlash 
v Corrie at 9.20am, Brod-
ick v Shiskine at 11.50am.

Lamlash Golf Club

Corrie Golf Club
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Tri, tri and tri again!
Continued from page 20
in this innovative approach 
to developing triathlon in a 
rural area,’ said Mr Reid.

‘The job is a great oppor-
tunity for a coach to be in-
volved in developing the 
fi rst School of Sport for 
Triathlon in Scotland.’

Applications for the lead 
triathlon coach role closed 
this week. The post, which 
pays up to £12,000 per year 
for 10-15 hours a week, is 
supported by Triathlon 
Scotland and is part-funded 
by Sport Scotland for a pe-
riod of two years initially.

The coach, who will re-
port to the head teacher 
of Arran High School and 
the Arran Junior Triathlon 
Club committee, will be 
responsible for future pro-
gramme planning, coach 
co-ordination and develop-
ment, parental liaison and 
session delivery.

Founder and head coach 
Craig Wood said that he 
was delighted the club’s 
hard work was paying off.

‘Arran Junior Triathlon 
Club is going from strength 
to strength and this is real-
ly a step in the right direc-

tion for all of us,’ Mr Wood 
said.

‘It’s a fi rst for Scotland 
and, I believe, for Europe. 
We’re breaking down bar-
riers and really growing.

‘I’ll still be on board as 
head coach and the new 
lead coach will work under  
Barry Smith [head teach-
er] myself and the commit-
tee and push the school of 
sport role. We thought it 
might be a hard role to fi ll 
because it’s only 10 hours 
or so, but we’ve had a few 
applicants.’

Mr Wood said he was de-
lighted the club would re-
main free of charge and 
stay true to its founding 
goals.

‘This is a big thing for me 
“free for all”. It’s always 
been about shaping kids’ 
lives and building them 
into confi dent individuals, 
it’s not just about breed-
ing champions but build-
ing confi dence in the kids 
to say “I can do this”, in 
whatever they go on to do 
in life,’ he added.

The club welcomes new 
members from age sev-
en onwards and details of 
their training sessions can 
be found on their website 
at www.isleofarrantriath-
lon.com or by visiting the 
Facebook page Arran Jun-
ior Triathlon Club.Luke Goatley puts in a � nal sprint at the � nish line. 

Bobble hats keep the cold out on race day. Tired junior triathletes grab a group-hug.

This team is reaching for the sky.
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INSIDE THIS WEEK:
Tri, tri and tri again!

Arran Banner, Saturday 27 January, 2018

Arran triathlon club 
runs up Scottish first
Arran Junior Triathlon 
Club is going from strength 
to strength, developing the 
fi rst School of Sport for 
Triathlon in Scotland and 
recruiting a new coach to 
chase up further successes.

The club was only formed 
in early 2016 but has al-
ready hosted its own Is-
land-2-Island Triathlon and 
competed in the Scottish 

 Scottish champion Grace Popplewell, with teammates Ruby Wright and Luke 
Goatley. 

Rhea Webster, Ruby Wright and Caylin Lacey show o�  their medals. 

Junior Triathlon Nationals, 
bringing home a Scottish 
Junior National winner in 
Grace Popplewell.

Head coach Craig Wood, 
a competitive triathlete, 
formed the Arran Jun-
ior Triathlon Club when 
he moved to Arran and re-
alised what an incredible 
landscape the island had for 
triathlon.

Now with a signifi cant 
percentage of school-aged 
children on the island in-
volved, the club has teamed 
up with Arran High School 
to create the School of 
Sport for Triathlon.

The fi rst of its kind in 
Scotland, the school of 
sport will work to provide 
focused training for eight 
students each year. The stu-

dents will have training in-
corporated into the curric-
ulum along with attending 
club sessions.

The unique partnership 
is supported by Triathlon 
Scotland and is part-funded 
by Sport Scotland for a pe-
riod of two years initially.

This funding is being used 

to employ a lead coach for 
the school of sport.

This coach will help grow 
the junior triathlon club and 
develop young athletes in 
line with British Triathlon’s 
athlete development frame-
work.

Triathlon Scotland’s na-
tional development manag-

er Calum Reid said the ap-
pointment of a lead coach 
for the island was a great 
opportunity for the sport of 
triathlon.

‘We’re incredibly excit-
ed to be working with Ar-
ran High School and Ar-
ran Junior Triathlon Club 
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