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Youngsters at the Young Naturalists’ Club spent the day last Saturday learning how they can give our 
feathered friends a helping hand this winter, before making birdfeeders. The club, for six to 11-year-olds 
meets every second Saturday of the month at the ranger centre at Brodick Castle. 20_b03bird01

Rare moss find halts
castle hydro plans 

A rare moss could scupper 
plans by Brodick Castle to 
generate its own energy.

It is one of a series of set-
backs to have hit Nation-
al Trust for Scotland plans 
to build two micro hydro 
electric plants in the castle 
grounds, which are now un-
der review.

Trust bosses say more work 
will need to be done to test 
the viability of the £2.7 mil-
lon micro scheme following 
a change of circumstances, 
which are outwith their con-
trol, as well as the announce-
ment of far-reaching propos-
als about the charity’s future.

Reform
This week the trust an-

nounced significant propos-
als to reform its structure and 
generate new income, and 
while there will be staff loss-
es at the trust’s headquarters 
in Edinburgh as it tries to cut 
10 per cent off running costs, 
bosses insist staffing levels at 

Arran young naturalists learn
how to feed our feathered friends

Pledge that adventure
playground and 
walled garden revamp 
will still go ahead

individual properties won’t 
be affected. 

The trust has confirmed it 
is pressing ahead with plans 
for a major makeover of the 
walled garden and a new ad-
venture playground.

Abandoned
However, it seems like-

ly that if the hydro scheme 
eventually gets the go ahead, 
one of the proposed sites will 
have to be abandoned after a 
rare moss was found at Gar-
bh Allt. The second site is at 
Corrie Burn.

Nat Edwards, the trust’s as-
sistant director (south) said: 
‘The financial profile we had 
built for the schemes has to 
be revisited following the 
UK Government’s decision 
to change national subsidies 
for renewables projects. This 
all but removes feed-in tariffs 
which in turn would have off-
set some of our upfront de-
velopment costs.  

‘Given that it seems un-
likely that a National Grid 
connection is possible before 
2020, we may have to build 

Continued on page 2
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

It pays to advertise in the Banner

Rare moss halts hydro 
plans at Brodick Castle
Continued from page 1
an internal grid to utilise and 
share power from our own 
hydro schemes. If we are un-
able to use the majority of the 
power we generate ourselves, 
doing this would mean that 
the trust would be character-
ised as a supplier under the 
Electricity Act and this brings 
onerous costs and responsi-
bilities.

‘In addition, it is now high-
ly improbable that we can go 

The fi rst 1,400 premises in 
parts of Brodick, Lamlash, 
Shiskine and Whiting Bay 
are now part of the new fi bre 
optic network.

This is the start of the roll-
out and more will follow in 
these communities and in 
other Arran villages in the 
coming months, giving su-
perfast broadband speeds of 
up to 80 Mbps. 

However, householders and 
businesses should be aware 
that they will not be automat-
ically connected and need to 
contact their service provider 
who will be able to upgrade 
their service at extra cost.

The Banner reported in No-
vember last year that work on 
the fi rst of the new fi bre cab-
inets, which are appearing 
across the island, had been 
completed.

It is part of a £146 million 
investment, funded by the 
Scottish government, the UK 
government, Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) and 
BT, which fi nally sees Arran 
able to enter the modern dig-
ital age. 

Engineers from BT’s local 
network business Openreach 
have now completed wiring 
up a fi bre cabinet in Brodick, 

Superfast broadband is now 
available on
the island
Householders will not be automatically connected

Work goes on in Brodick to install the superfast broadband cables. 20_b03broadband01

three cabinets in Lamlash, 
three in Shiskine and one in 
Whiting Bay, and those peo-
ple who have subscribed are 
already able to enjoy the fast-
est internet speeds available 
on Arran. Work is currently 
being undertaken on cabi-
nets in Corrie and Lochranza, 
which are expected to go live 
as soon as work is completed. 

More work should start later 
in the year for Pirnmill, Kil-
donan and Sliddery.

The new service is the re-
sult of two subsea cables 
which were successfully put 
in place between Blackwa-
terfoot and Campbeltown, 
and Corrie and West Kilbride 
at the end of 2014. In addi-
tion to these subsea cables 
more fi bre cables have been 
laid across Arran to ready the 
network for Openreach engi-
neers to then build the local 
network, which brings the 
services to people’s homes 
and businesses.

Stuart Robertson, HIE’s 
director of digital, said: ‘It’s 
great to see availability of 
next generation broadband 
arrive for the fi rst homes in 
Arran and slightly ahead of 
schedule. More will follow 
soon because of the public in-

vestment. As roll-out reaches 
our communities it’s impor-
tant to stress people aren’t 
upgraded automatically. To 
obtain a fi bre-based service 
you have to order it though 
an internet service provider.’

Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gib-
son said: ‘I am delighted 
that Arran is now receiving 
the investment it deserves. It 
has been a long time coming 
and – initially – I had to per-
suade HIE to include Arran 
in the programme. Now that 
so much hard work is coming 
to fruition, HIE and BT are to 
be congratulated for bringing 
vital service to the island.

‘At present plans are to cov-
er 97 per cent of the island, 
with an area around Machrie 
omitted for topographical 
reasons. I am pressing BT to 
look again at this and I have 
no doubt they will respond 
positively.’

To fi nd out if your premis-
es is able to be connected to 
the new network, prospective 
users can enter their postcode 
or telephone number on the 
interactive website at www.
hie.co.uk/whereandwhen 
which will indicate if the ser-
vice is available, imminent or 
in a planned area.

ahead with the specifi c hydro 
scheme proposed for Gar-
bh Allt. This is because our 
vegetation survey discovered 
a rare form of bryophyte, or 
moss, in the water which is like-
ly to result in SNH and SEPA 
objecting to the scheme. As 
a conservation charity this is 
something we must take very 
seriously, although a possi-
bility still remains of fi nding 
some sort of mutually agree-
able solution.’

The Banner fi rst reported 
the plans in June 2014. Mr 
Edwards added: ‘We are 
going through our fi nan-
cial profi ling, with more 
screening and scoping to 
go though, and we will be 
looking at other potential 
options, such as involving 
a third party, to develop our 
hydro proposals. 

‘Irrespective of that, we 
are still working up other 

ideas that we hope will gen-
uinely enhance the property 
as an attractive and inspir-
ing place for visitors. These 
include the development of 
the castle’s walled garden 
and a new large-scale play 
area that will be a real draw 
for families.’

Meanwhile, the trust is set 
for radical changes follow-
ing a review of the 85-year-
old charity led by the Board 
of Trustees, Chairman Sir 
Moir Lockhead and Chief 
Executive Simon Skinner.

The charity proposes to re-
shape itself around a num-
ber of pivotal priorities over 
the next three to four years. 
Changes to ways of working 
and investment in modern-
ised administrative systems 
and simplifi ed processes will, 
they hope, deliver estimated 
operational savings of around 
10 per cent a year, which 
could be redirected to con-
serving heritage properties, 
improving visitor experienc-
es and priority projects. 

The entire programme of 
change would be self-fund-
ing and at the end of three 
years would lead to a more 
sustainable model. The aim 
would be to bring in an ex-
tra £8-10 million per annum 
of additional investment in-
come for the charity thanks 
to these effi ciency changes, 
more paying visitors, in-
creased numbers of mem-
bers and growing donations.
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ARDROSSAN 
HARBOUR
TO YOUR 
Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £42
Glasgow Airport £35
Prestwick Airport £25
Irvine Central Hospital £14
Crosshouse Hospital £20
Ayr Hospital £32
Troon Harbour £22
Kilmarnock £23
Ayr £28

For other quotes just 
ask!

Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Send your photos 
and stories to 
editor@
arranbanner.co.uk

Colin with the message in a bottle which 
travelled all the way from Northern Ireland.

Trying to solve the mystery of 
time capsule found
at Glenashdale Falls

A man is trying to solve the 
mystery of a time capsule he 
found in Glenashdale Falls.

Keen amateur photographer 
Fraser Aitchison was taking 
photographs at the foot of the 
raging Whiting Bay falls this 
week when the capsule liter-
ally fell on him, hitting him 
on the shoulder.

The cylinder was covered 
in mud, but when he cleaned 
it off he realised this was no 
rock or lump of wood.

Indeed, it turned out to be a 
sealed brass tube which has Fraser with the time capsule he found. 20_b03capsule01

been painstakingly engraved 
around the whole object, 
some of it in English and 
some in a foreign European 
language or languages. The 
capsule is hollow and there 
and contents inside.

The capsule, which is eight 
inches long and one and a 
half inches wide, is clear-
ly marked with the words 
Glenashdale Falls and has 
the date August 3, 2014. It 
then has the grid reference of 
one of the tributaries of the 
Glenashdale Burn.

Fraser, who lives in Whiting 
Bay, told The Banner: ‘It was 
all a bit surreal. I was under 
the waterfall and I heard a 
scuffl e and realised a badg-
er had become trapped, as I 
tried to free it this object hit 
my shoulder.

‘I was intrigued when I got 
home, so I put my fi nd on 
Facebook and the response I 
got was tremendous. A lot of 
people did a lot of work, and 
I am grateful to them for their 
help.’

Fraser now believes the 

capsule was designed by a 
Belgian conceptual artist who 
he is trying to make contact 
with.

‘I just want to fi nd out what 
he wants me to do with it. I 
am happy to send it back 
to him or I will rebury it in 
Glenashdale Falls, as I pre-
sume he did not expect it to 
be found so soon.’

If anyone has any knowl-
edge of the capsule, please 
get in touch with The Banner 
and we will pass on any infor-
mation to Fraser. 

Message in a
bottle is found
on Arran beach
Whiting Bay residents Colin and Maggie 
Fraser found a message in a bottle while 
out walking their aunt’s dog Beano on the 
beach at Kingscross Point. 

When they got home, they opened 
the bottle to discover that it had been 
launched into the sea by a six-year-old 
boy from Northern Ireland on Monday 
October 5. Inside the bottle, the message 
read: ‘Dear fi nder of my message in a bot-
tle, my name is Adam. I am 6 years old. 
I have blond hair and short hair. I like to 
watch rugby. RSVP.’

Colin and Maggie have since written a 
postcard to Adam, telling him who they 
are and where they found his message in 
a bottle.

‘I was intrigued when I got home, so I put my find on
Facebook and the response I got was tremendous’

The story of Greenpeace
A fi lm about the beginnings of Greenpeace is to be shown 
in Lamlash Fire Station on Wednesday January 20, at 
7.30pm.

Hosted by the Community of Arran Seabed Trust 
(COAST), the fi lm being shown is ‘How to Change the 
World – the beginnings of Greenpeace’. Everyone is wel-
come to come along to see this entertaining and inspiring 
fi lm. In 1971, motivated by their vision of a green and 
peaceful world, a small team of activists set sail from Van-
couver, Canada, in an old fi shing boat. 

Their mission was to ‘bear witness’ to US nuclear testing at 
Amchitka, a tiny island off the west coast of Alaska, which is 
one of the world’s most earthquake-prone regions. Amchit-
ka was the last refuge for 3,000 endangered sea otters, and 
home to bald eagles, peregrine falcons and other wildlife. 

Even though their old boat was intercepted before it got 
to Amchitka, the journey sparked a fl urry of public interest. 
The US still detonated the bomb, but the voice of reason 
had been heard. Nuclear testing on Amchitka ended that 
same year and the island was later declared a bird sanc-
tuary.

We are currently closed
for renovation, opening
again with a new bar 
and some improved 
room faci l i t ies  on 
Thursday 21st January 
SORRY FOR THE INCONVENIENCE

AT 7PM ON FRIDAY 22nd JANUARY 2016

Enjoy an evening of Words, Music 
and Entertainment in Wonderful Company

AT 7PM AT 7PM A ON FRIDAY 22nd AY 22nd A JY 22nd JY 22nd ANJANJ UAUAU RY 2016RY 2016R

Enjoy an evening of Words, Music 
and Entertainment in Wonderful Company
Enjoy an evening of Words, Music 
and Entertainment in Wonderful Company
Enjoy an evening of Words, Music 

£20 per person

Please call 302968 to reserve your seat

BURNS SUPPER
IN 
ASSOCIATION  
WITH
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STILL SMILING: Ben Tatters�eld and Martin Ross. 

One of the teams trek through the snow on 
Goatfell. 

Team members battle their way through a blizzard. 

Nicol Hume and Darryl Urquhart-Dixon with rescue dog Ruby.

One of the team checks 
their position with 
the summit in the 
background. 

Nicol Hume and Darryl 
Urquhart-Dixon with 
rescue dog Ruby battle 
their way through thick 
snow. 
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Ideal training 
conditions for
mountain
rescue team

Pictures by Lucy Wallace and Kirstie Smith
Winter has officially reached the Arran mountains, as these 
pictures show.

But for the brave members of the Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team it represented a good training challenge.

The first training exercise of 2016, which took place last 
Sunday, was a ridge walk and navigation exercise which in-
volved two groups of team members setting off from different 
locations. One started in Glen Rosa and the other at the Goat-
fell deer fence, meeting up in the middle at North Goatfell 
before both groups headed back down via Coire Lan. 

The deer fence group went to the summit of Goatfell then on 
and around Stacach ridge, while the other group took on The 
Saddle and North Goatfell. 

One of the team said: ‘It was a great day’s training in some 
wild conditions.’ 

A team make their way up Goatfell. 

The depth of the snow can 
clearly been seen by these 
footsteps. 

Nicol Hume and Darryl Urquhart-Dixon with rescue dog Ruby.

Christmas draw
The winners of the Lochran-
za and Catacol 200 Club 
Christmas draw were: 1st 
prize Jane Gillespie, 2nd 
prize Tom Doig, 3rd prize 
Mary Johnson.

Time is running out for young 
people to make their voices 
heard on the national stage.

North Ayrshire Council is 
looking for potential candi-
dates to become Members of 
the Scottish Youth Parliament 
(MSYPs), by standing in the 
Cunninghame North by-elec-
tion next month.

But the deadline for nomi-
nations closes today ( Friday) 
and anyone interested in put-
ting themselves forward is 
urged to act quickly.

Anyone aged 14-25 liv-
ing within the constituency, 
which covers Arran, is eligi-
ble to stand for the by-elec-
tion.  Two members will be 
elected to represent Cunning-
hame North.

The voting will take place 
from February 1 to February 
5 with the two successful 
candidates then representing 
Cunninghame North until 
March 2017.

The Scottish Youth Parlia-
ment is the democratical-
ly-elected voice of Scotland’s 

Nominations closing
for Scottish Youth
Parliament by-election

young people and members 
are committed to ensuring 
young people are heard by 
the decision makers.

MSYPs identify the views 
of young people from North 
Ayrshire and take these issues 
to the Scottish Youth Parlia-
ment to ensure the voices of 
young people are heard na-
tionally.

Young people will be ex-
pected to meet up with the 
other three MSYPs from 
North Ayrshire monthly for 
one evening or afternoon 
to discuss what they have 
been doing in their role as an 
MSYP.

There are also four MSYP 
sittings on the Executive 
Committee of North Ayrshire 
Youth Council (once every 
four weeks) and attending 
Cabinet meetings that take 
place four times a year during 
school time, as well as attend-
ing the full Youth Council 
three times a year.

Becoming an MSYP allows 
young people to travel around 

Scotland, meet new people, 
campaign for issues that mat-
ter to them, increase self-con-
fidence, learn new skills and 
enhance their CV. On aver-
age, it will take up about five 
hours per week attending 
meetings and consulting with 
local young people.

Anyone interested in stand-
ing for the by-election should 
contact Donna Anderson on 
danderson@north-ayrshire.
gov.uk no later than Friday, 
January 15.  Arrangements 
will then be made to meet 
all candidates the following 
week and complete their man-
ifestos before the election in 
early February. Following an 
online vote, results will be 
announced on the evening on 
Friday February 5.

Terms and conditions apply. Minimum one year subscription. New subscribers only. Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. UK subscribers only. While stocks last.  
Fragrances in this free gift may vary. Discounted price for 52 editions with the first 12 editions free is £32.31.  £42 for a one year print subscription thereafter. Price includes postage and 

packaging. McKelvie candle Argyll & Highland stockists: Tobermory Gift Shop, Appin Craft Shop, Aros (Portree), Easdale Village Shop, Atlantic Islands Centre (Luing), Canna Community Shop,  
Ma Mackinnons Marmalade (Islay), Orsay (Oban), The Ferry Shop (Mull), Green Welly Stop (Tyndrum), Loch Fyne Galleries (Tarbert). 

www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscribe
or call: 01371 851868   QUOTE ABNS1115

Subscribe to the Arran Banner  
and receive

12 weeks 
FREE
+

2 FREE 
Candles 

Worth £20
Courtesy of The McKelvie Candle Company+a 2016  
Calendar

Worth £7.95
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Ayrshire carers 
encouraged to 
apply for short 
break funding 
The first deadline for applica-
tions for a £100,000 fund for 
the carers of autistic adults 
is approaching  and carers in 
Ayrshire and Arran are being 
encouraged to apply now.

The autism short breaks 
project, delivered by the Na-
tional Autistic Society Scot-
land, Autism Initiatives and 
Scottish Autism, has been 
set up to help the carers of 
autistic adults to have fun, 
relax and take a much-needed 
break from their caring roles.

Carers in Ayrshire can ap-
ply for the funding from the 
Autism Short Breaks Project 
before Friday January 22 by 
visiting autismshortbreaks.
org.uk. Grants of up to £300 
are available and the leading 
autism charities want carers 
to be indulgent, adventurous 
and creative when planning 
their short break.

Jenny Paterson, director of 
the National Autistic Society 
Scotland, said: ‘It’s not pos-
sible to look after someone 
else if you’re not looking af-
ter yourself, that’s why short 
breaks for carers are so im-
portant. We support amazing 
individuals who start their 
day at 7am by washing and 
dressing the person they care 
for, and get to bed after mid-
night. They don’t have a lot 
of time to themselves, so we 
want to make sure the breaks 
they do have are really spe-
cial.’

Funding for the autism short 
breaks project comes from 
the creative breaks fund and 
is provided by the Scottish 
Government. In total, the pro-
gramme has awarded just un-
der £1million to 68 projects 
from Orkney to the Scottish 
Borders, which will collec-
tively benefit more than 4,000 
carers and their families.

Autism short breaks project 
funding applies to families 
and carers of an adult with 
autism (over 16 years of age). 
The carer may be someone 
under the age of 16. To find 
out more and make an appli-
cation, please visit autism-
shortbreaks.org.uk

The first of a series of fund-
raising events in 2016 to build 
a new Scottish hospice will 
be a challenge cycle round 
Arran.

The Prince and Princess of 
Wales Hospice in Glasgow is 
raising funds to build a new 
£21 million hospice at Bella-
houston Park with a series of 
fundraising events, the first of 
which will be the Arran Cycle 
Challenge.

Starting from Brodick, the 
cycle on Saturday June 4 will 
allow participants the choice 
of a 55-mile circular route 
around Arran or a figure of 
eight route using the String 
road. Following on from the 
Arran Cycle challenge will 
be the Three Lochs Way on 
Saturday June 11, which is a 
34-mile hike taking in Loch 

Skipping fever helps Brodick 
pupils raise charity cash

Cycle challenge to raise 
funds for new hospice

Long, Gareloch and Loch Lo-
mond.

The foundation work on the 
new site, which was donated 
by the Glasgow City Coun-
cil, will begin in June. The 
old building, based in Carlton 
Place, has become too small 
and outdated. The new pur-
pose-built, larger and more 
modern building will allow 
the hospice to include young 
people in its care plan for the 
first time and to provide mod-
ern home-style comfort for 
patients and their families.

Rhona Baillie, chief execu-
tive of the Prince and Princess 
of Wales Hospice, said: ‘Our 
new hospice will be a major 
step forward in the provision 
of palliative care in Glasgow. 
We work with more than 1,200 
patients and families every 

year, offering individualised, 
person-centred and family-fo-
cused care. Working in part-
nership, we ensure compas-
sionate care is co-produced 
with patients and families and 

only after careful discussion 
to choose the most appropri-
ate way to look after patients.’ 
To take part in any of the 
challenges, contact Caroline 
Watson on 0141 429 5599 or 

email caroline.m.watson@
ppwh.org.uk. To donate to the 
Prince and Princess of Wales 
Brick by Brick Appeal, visit  
https://donate.ppwh.org.uk/
give.aspx

Last month the P6 and 7 
pupils of Brodick Prima-
ry school held a ‘Jump Off’ 
event at the school to which 
parents and fellow pupils 
were invited.  

They had been training 
for the event throughout the 
term, learning skipping tech-
niques and creating their own 
skipping routines. The event 
was held to raise money for 
the British Heart Foundation 
(BHF) and involved the pu-
pils learning about the work 
of the BHF and the cardio-
vascular benefits of skipping.

The 25 pupils in the class 
managed to raise a terrif-
ic £818, which was divided 
between the BHF and the 
school, with the school keep-
ing 20 per cent of the total. 

Brodick pupils are put through their jump routines. 

The pupils hope to purchase 
more playground equipment 
with their money to further 
promote fun physical activity. 
The BHF will receive 80 per 
cent to help fund it’s life-sav-
ing work.

The most heartening out-
come of all is the impact the 

‘Jump Off’ has had on the rest 
of the pupils in the school as 
everyone is skipping.

The staff and children of 
P6/7 would like to say a huge 
thank you to everyone who 
supported them and helped 
to make their Jump Off event 
such a success.

Friends of 
Brodick Castle 
meeting
The January meeting of the 
Friends of Brodick Castle 
will take place on Wednesday 
January 20 in the castle tea-
room at 2.30pm.

The speaker on the day will 
be Terry Southall who will 
give a talk on bird migration.

All members and new 
friends are welcome.

BOY’S NIGHT OUT!

ISLE OF ARRAN MUSIC SOCIETY

CHAMBERLAIN & HAYWARD
Exciting music from the Balkans and elsewhere

SATURDAY, 16TH JANUARY, 7.30 PM
IN BRODICK HALL

TICKETS £10 INCL. TEA/COFFEE. 

SEATING AT TABLES. BYOB 
(STUDENTS & CHILDREN PLUS ONE ACCOMPANYING ADULT FREE)

 Tickets on door, or advance booking:  Inspirations of Arran &  www.arranevents.com

Be entertained, informed and lubricated!
Lamlash Burns Club annual Burns Supper
Saturday 23rd January 7pm, in Lamlash Golf Club

Newcomers very welcome
Only £20 which includes a 2 course meal and

the usual shenanigans

Book now to avoid disappointment
Contact Jock Kelso 860318, Archie Nicol 700279,

Jake Kerr 302138 or Andy Mar-n 700449
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Musical donations 
sought for Ugandan 
charity trip

Drama event 
for Brodick
Teenagers with an interest in 
drama are in for a treat next 
month.

Gallery 37, a free creative 
arts programme for 14 to 19- 
year-olds is coming to Arran. 
Co-ordinated by Impact Arts 
Ayrshire, and led by profes-
sional artists, those attending 
can learn new skills in film, 
animation, performance and 
much more.

Young people can attend on 
a drop-in basis if they would 
like to come for part of a ses-
sion and try out some new ac-
tivities. The sessions will run 
on the following dates and 
times: Friday, February 5, St 
Brides Church Hall, Brodick 
from 7pm to 9pm; Saturday, 
February 6 and Sunday, Feb-
ruary 7, Brodick Hall from 
11am to 4pm, followed by a 
celebration showcase from 
4pm to 5pm.

For further information 
contact Impact Arts Ayrshire 
on: 01294 273051 or email 
mail@impactarts.co.uk

Entries open 
for music 
festival
This year’s Arran Music 
Festival will take place in the 
Lamlash Community Theatre 
on Wednesday February 24 
until Friday February 26.

The syllabus has been 
emailed to all schools so 
those intrested should 
contact the school to obtain 
copy. A limited amount are 
also available in the Book 
and Card Centre in Brod-
ick and the Harbour Shop, 
Blackwaterfoot.

Closing date for entries is 
Friday January 22 and an-
yone with questions should 
contact Donna Gold or Lorna 
Buchanan. Donna is also 
happy to email a copy of the 
syllabus on request.

Lucy Cartledge who is looking for musical 
instruments to take to Uganda. 02_b02uganda01 

A brother and sister team are urg-
ing Arran residents to donate craft 
items and musical instruments 
which they will take to Uganda.

Lucy Cartledge and her brother 
Lionel are going on a two-week 
mission to Kititi next month, 
where they hope to teach locals 
life skills to survive and prosper 
in the war-ravaged country. They 
will be teaching craft and music 
skills to the woman and children 
as part of the Planting for Hope 
Uganda charity.

The UK-based charity works 
in Kititi, a small bush village in 
south east Uganda that is desper-
ately poor and lacks any access to 
employment, education or medi-
cal care. The charity has recently 
bought a school and has placed 
some sponsored children into ed-
ucation, as well as teaching some 
basic farming skills to a co-opera-
tive of women. 

Lucy, a retired music teacher 
who lives in Cordon, Lamlash, is 
also hoping to work with the chil-

dren of the village using music. 
Any musical instruments that are 
donated will be left at the school 
in Kititi for anyone interested in 
learning music. 

Lucy is looking for simple in-
struments such as tin whistles, re-
corders and the likes.

One of the aims of the charity 
Planting for Hope is to teach crafts 
and trades to the villagers so they 
can earn an income and support 
themselves. 

Donations of craft items such as 
paper, glue, fabric, card and re-
lated items will be very useful in 
helping the residents start a new 
enterprise that will help them earn 
a potential income.

If you are able to donate any 
craft items or musical instruments, 
Lucy can be contacted on 01770 
600416 or she can be emailed 
on lucy.cartledge@virgin.net. If 
you are able to make a cash do-
nation her JustGiving page is at 
www.justgiving.com/skillsforkiti-
ti-2015

Got a story 
for The Arran 

Banner? 
Call 01770   

302142

/hydroPD @hydroPD

We’re ready for winter. Are you?

My Mummy knows who needs 
extra help in a power cut

Learn more about priority services

Call free on 
0800 294 3259

Visit
ssepd.co.uk

Textphone services 
on 0800 316 5457
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,  
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire  
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined  
for the island

We deliver the goods
n� �cus�

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by 
any of the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; 
telephoning the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the 
Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints 
from the public about the editorial content of newspapers and 
magazines. We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

‘Because Jesus has Himself has passed through the test of 
suffering, He is able to help those who are in the midst of 
their test.’ (Hebrews 2:18)

Council should be 
responsible for 
flood defence 
Sir,
I refer to the front page of last 
week’s Banner which asked 
the question: ‘What now for 
the Fisherman’s Walk’?

As I write this letter I am 
watching members of Brod-
ick Golf Club repairing the 
turf dyke that runs north to 
south between the Cloy and 
Rosa Burns.

The North Ayrshire Council 
officials and their consultants 
ordered the removal of sand 
from part of the beach to fill 
bags to place around the site 
of the old coup to prevent it 
leaking into the sea. This ac-
tion, which they were warned 
against, resulted in that part 
of the beach rapidly eroding.

 The turf dyke is the now 
the last line of defence in 
preventing the sea not only 
covering the golf course but 
submerging the road, the 
A841, and flooding the adja-
cent houses.

The problem could be alle-
viated by strengthening the 
dyke and raising the height, 
and as the council  was re-
sponsible for the path known 
as the Fisherman’s Walk be-
ing washed away will the 
council please now take ac-
tion. It could be redirected 
along the top of the improved 
turf dyke.

Surely the council can’t al-
low a community golf club 
to be responsible for the 
flood defence for a signifi-
cant part of Brodick village. 
Yours,

Lindsay Keir
Brodick

Wildlife fears
Sir,
Because of the kindly worded 
‘tight scheduled set’ to lodge 
views on the proposed wind 
turbines on Holy Isle, it has 
compelled me to write further 
to my previous letter of De-
cember 19, 2015.

Naturally, I was very 
pleased to learn that the Ar-
ran Community Council are 
strongly against the devel-
opment on the Holy Isle and 
submitted a lengthy objection 
against the plans. They will 

The repaired turf bank which was breached during the recent storms. 20_b03letters01

do a splendid, unyielding job, 
to support the Arran residents 
and thousands of friends and 
regular visitors who see this 
development as totally wrong 
and mainly as a financial gain 
for other people worldwide. 
The Arran Banner is an ex-
cellent paper which is pro-
duced very professionally. If 
it wasn’t for the paper many 
people around the world 
would not be aware of issues 
close to their heart.

You can read an American 
survey that wind turbines 
are slaughtering millions of 
birds and bats to the tune of 
about 30 million birds and 50 
million bats per year.  Oth-
er countries throughout the 
world like Germany, Spain, 
Scotland etc have equally 
disturbing turbine bird and 
bat slaughter figures; endan-
gering their very existence.

Is the Rokpa Trust aware 
or care about adding to the 
destruction of wildlife?  The 
monks have strong ethics and 
it is enlightening and surpris-
ing to read their Ten Precepts 
and 5 Golden Rules - the first 
of which is ‘Refrain from 
killing creatures’ and the 
last ‘Refrain from accepting 
money’.

How could anyone sleep on 
the Holy Isle with ecological 
death traps on their doorstep?

Yours,
Edward Jackson
Glasgow

Charity thanks
Sir,
Could I please use your col-
umns to say a big thank you 
to everyone who donated to 

the Christmas lights appeal 
at my house this year. A to-
tal of £100 was raised  and 
a cheque for that amount has 
been forwarded to the charity 
Get Kids Going, where it will 
be put to good use.

Yours,
Bernie Jackson
Whiting Bay

Tackling loneliness
Sir,
 It is fantastic news that the 
Scottish Government is tak-
ing the issue of loneliness 
seriously. It is a blight on our 
society and has far-reaching 
impacts on physical and men-
tal health to individuals, as 
well as significant knock-on 
effects to health and social 
work departments throughout 
Scotland.

While this is an issue facing 
all age groups, it is particular-
ly prevalent among our older 
population. With people liv-
ing longer and families living 
increasingly global lifestyles, 
many older people can go 
many days, indeed weeks, 
without seeing or speaking to 
another individual.

It is incredibly sad to think 
of someone in their later 
years simply existing day to 
day and not having the oppor-
tunity to enjoy their life. This 
is only set to become more of 
an issue in the years to come 
with the number of over-65s 
set to rocket.

The Holyrood Equal Oppor-
tunities Committee conclud-
ed loneliness is as damaging 
to health as poverty and poor 
housing, and called for a na-
tional strategy and publicity 

campaign to combat it. For 
such a deep-rooted and sig-
nificant issue, it is vital that 
these discussions turn into ac-
tion sooner rather than later.

While talks of a national 
strategy are at an early stage, 
it is important to recognise 
the direct, local and simple 
things that can be done that 
have an overwhelmingly re-
sounding impact on the lives 
of people suffering from so-
cial isolation. 

Charities such as ours play a 
vital role in re-engaging old-
er people in society and help 
them live happier, healthier 
and more fulfilled lives.

Our network of more than 
1,000 volunteers in Scotland 
allow almost 800 older peo-
ple from the Borders to the 
Highlands, as well as on Ar-
ran, to make friends and enjoy 
afternoons out of the house at 
a time when they would oth-
erwise have nowhere to go 
and no-one to see. 

Our free Sunday monthly 
afternoon teas work on a very 
simple premise but the older 
people who attend them have 
told us time and time again 
how important they are in 
their lives.

To keep supporting these 
people, and to reach out to 
more older people in need 
throughout the country, we 
need more people to give up a 
small amount of time to make 
an immeasurable difference.

Yours,
Valerie Crookston
Scotland Executive
Officer Contact
the Elderly

Lights out for energy plan
So a bold plan by Brodick Castle to generate their own 
electricity and sell the rest to raise much needed cash has 
hit the buffers.

Which is a shame as it seemed as if the two micro hydro 
plants, which would use the plentiful water supply running 
off Goatfell, was a renewable energy scheme everyone 
could get behind.

Sadly, a rare moss – understood to be less than the size of 
a dinner plate – could stop half of the scheme in its tracks.

The National Trust for Scotland says that the government 
has also effectively moved the goalposts since the scheme 
was first mooted by removing feed-in tariffs which would 
have offset some of the upfront costs.

The scheme is not dead. Indeed the trust says it is looking 
at other potential options, such as involving a third party, 
although who that would be is not entirely clear.

It also says it may be able to agree some sort of ‘mutually 
agreeable solution’ to the moss problem at Garbh Allt. But 
with both Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and the Scot-
tish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) against it, 
we will not hold our breath.

But in a week when the trust announced a radical review 
of the way the charity is run, it was heartening to receive 
confirmation that it is still committed to other develop-
ments, which are part and parcel of the Brodick Castle 
Signature Project.

The castle urgently needs to bring in more money and 
the adventure playground planned, along with the first ma-
jor makeover of the walled garden in more than 50 years, 
gives castle bosses something positive to look forward to 
in 2016.

The charity say that while it is looking to make 10 per 
cent savings a year, with headquarter jobs to go in the re-
structuring, individual properties such as Brodick will not 
see any staffing cuts.

Clearly there are challenging months and years ahead for 
the National Trust for Scotland and for Brodick Castle, but 
I think we would all agree. It is an island treasure which 
must be preserved at all cost.
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New ranger volunteer 
Jackie Kemp. 20_b03auk02 

Caledonian Isles should be 
ship shape on her return
Passengers should see the 
MV Caledonian Isles looking 
ship shape when she resumes 
service later this month or in 
early February.

The ferry is currently under-
going her annual refi t and is 
sitting on blocks at Dales Ma-
rine Services in Leith docks. 

Major overhaul
Over the next few weeks 

the 22-year-old vessel will 
undergo a major overhaul, 
some of it cosmetic, but the 
reminder to ensure a trouble 
free 12 months of service.

Her life-rafts and Marine 
Evacuation System have 

been removed and have been 
sent to the manufacturer for 
annual service. 

The worn and damaged 
passenger seating is being 
removed and will be sent for 
recovering. The after-bow 
thruster engine fuel pump and 
governor have been landed 
for full servicing by the man-
ufacturer. 

There will be a high pres-
sure fresh water wash of the 
hull which will then be re-
painted along with the fun-
nels. There will also be an in-
spection below the waterline 
to see if any repairs are re-

quired. All the ramps will be 
serviced and the engine room 
machinery, due for servicing, 
will be refurbished. 

All fi re fi ghting and safe-
ty systems will be serviced 
and thoroughly tested. Every 
electrical circuit on the vessel 
will be tested to ensure that 
it is safe to use. One of four 
alternators will be complete-
ly stripped down for a full 
overhaul, as part of a running 
programme that sees every 
alternator overhauled in four 
years. 

All of the vessel navigation 
equipment will be serviced 
again to ensure a year of trou-
ble-free operation. As part 
of the essential vehicle ramp 
maintenance the hydraulic 
cylinders will be dismantled 
and inspected and serviced as 
necessary. 

Refurbished
The passenger lounges will 

be refurbished with the old-
er carpets and fl ooring being 
replaced, and where there are 
damaged tiles, these will be 
removed and replaced. All 
of the catering equipment, 
from the galley oven to the 
bean-to-cup coffee machine 
will be serviced and repaired 
if required. Curtains will be 

either dry cleaned and then 
treated with a special fi re re-
tardant chemical or, if older, 
replaced. 

After the completion of all 
repairs, the systems are tested 

at the dock, then the vessel is 
cleaned before going onto sea 
trials and resuming service.

The MV Hebrides has been 
drafted in for the second 
time to cover the Ardros-

san-to-Brodick ferry route 
while the MV Caledonian 
Isles is away for her refi t.

The ferry usually operates 
from Skye on the Uig-Loch-
maddy-Tarbert triangle.

MV Caledonian Isles at Leith dock for her annual re� t.

Hydraulic cylinders will be inspected and serviced on the vehicle ramp.

Jackie comes to the 
rescue of little auk

The little auk which was rescued on Arran.

The newest volunteer of the Arran Ranger Service has under-
taken his fi rst wildlife rescue mission.

Jackie Kemp, who is now a full-time volunteer at Brodick 
Country Park, helped rescue a storm-battered little auk. He 
then took over on the ferry to Ardrossan where it was picked 
up by the Hessilhead Wildlife Rescue service in Beith, where 
it is recovering well. 

The small seabird, which is the size of a starling, was found 
last Friday on the coastal path at the north end of island by 
two local ladies who carried it to safety in their rucksack. It 
was probably blown inland by the strong east winds.

FIBRE IS HERE
High speed fibre broadband is now rolling 
out across Arran.

First homes in Brodick, Lamlash, Shiskine and Whiting Bay can order now. 
More will follow here and in other villages soon.

Check if you can order at
www.hie.co.uk/whereandwhen

@HIEDigital
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A valuable lesson that bicycles and deep mud do not mix well.
A wet, windswept yet wonderful 
week at Arran outdoor centre 

Report by Brian J Donlin
That time of year has come 
round again when Arran High 
School gives its S1 students 
the fabulous opportunity to 
visit the Arran Outdoor Ed-
ucation Centre for a week of 
adventure.

Held last month, this would 
prove to be a week like no oth-
er, as the group not only had to 
contend with the thrilling ac-
tivities that were put on by the 
wonderful staff at the outdoor 
centre but some ‘inclement’ 
weather to boot!  

The week started with a day 
of team games and challenges 

around Clauchlands Hill with 
the pupils tasked with escaping 
a deadly spider – who may, or 
may not, have been Shelob of 
Lord of the Rings fame. They 
had to erect shelters to survive 
the elements, and start fires to 
stave off the cold and wet. This 
admittedly was the greatest 
challenge of the three. 

For the next three days the 
S1’s undertook three separate 
activities each designed to af-
ford them not only the chance 
to challenge themselves but to 
discover more about the island 
they call home. 

Groups where given the 

chance to do a day’s moun-
tain biking on the trails around 
Brodick and Clauchlands Hill, 
an activity full of smiling fac-

The windswept pupils reach the cairn on Clauchlands Hill. 

Pupils enjoy the views over Lamlash Bay and Holy Isle. 

Pupils were determined to have fun despite the weather. 

Getting geared up for action.
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A wet, windswept yet wonderful 
week at Arran outdoor centre 

es, notably more smiling faces 
on downhill sections, despite 
the weather!

They could also opt for an 

‘Adventure Day,’ the myste-
rious name designed to excite 
and enthral the pupils. Each of 
the groups of youngsters got to 
work with an instructor to se-
lect an adventure they would 
like to undertake. Activities 
ranged from abseiling, climb-
ing, exploring the new path 
work at Drumadoon and Kings 
Cave. All resulted in the pupils 
achieving the outcome of the 
week and testing themselves 
and discovering new things 
about Arran.  

The children could also work 
on the Land Initiative Project, 
helping to raise fencing to pro-

tect the new orchard – those 
trees will provide a lasting 
memory of the work the pupils 
have carried out. 

To wrap the week up, a won-
derful, but very wet and windy, 
night was spent at cloud base, 
sharing stories and jokes and 
enjoying a night ‘away from 
it all’ in the wilderness above 
Whiting Bay.

However, Friday had to 
come and the group offered its 
warmest thanks to the wonder-
ful team at the outdoor centre 
and returned home tired but 
full of stories and memories of 
a week well spent.  

A pupil approaches an incline on the mountain bike trail.  

The windswept pupils reach the cairn on Clauchlands Hill. 

Pupils enjoy the views over Lamlash Bay and Holy Isle. 

Pupils help to drive in poles at the new orchard in Whiting Bay. 
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The  ideal gift...Scottish 
Calendars 2016

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

Arran Banner
Isle of Arran   

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16AB OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

£7.95

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£8.50
£

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

The  ideal gift...

There is something about the Isle of Arran 
which makes everyone who visits the 
island fall just a little bit in love with it – or 
even a lot!
It is more often than not referred to as 
‘Scotland in miniature’ but we like to think 
of it as being absolutely unique.
We have set out to show some of those 
unique qualities in our Arran Banner Isle of 
Arran Calendar 2016 by scouring dozens 
of images of the island to fi nd the best that 
represent the light, scenery and places dear 
to those who also love the island.

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Author investigates 
ancient local legend

The cover of one of the e-books published about the 
great � ood.

Atlantis, Arran and
the biblical flood

An author has published a se-
ries of three e-books outlining 
his research into the causes 
of the great biblical fl ood and 
how it would have affected 
Arran and its Ice-Age inhab-
itants.

In his books, Philip Rung-
galdier, an author and geogra-
phy graduate with an interest 
in ancient texts, presents his 
evidence for a great fl ood 
happening more than 15,500 
years ago that saw the de-
mise of 75 per cent of western 
British and Irish people in the 
space of a day and a half. 

According to Philip an Ar-
ran local legend tells the story 
that ancient sea god Manan-
nan was able to row his boat 
right up to his fort on the fl at 
basin of Glen Cloy, which he 
believes can now be shown to 
be based on fact. 

His evidence shows that 
15,000 years ago, towards 

Author Philip Runggaldier.

the end of the last Ice Age, a 
huge glacial lake had formed 
within the Irish Sea Basin that 
was 10 to 15m (33 to 50ft) 
above current Irish Sea levels. 
The lake was known as Llyn 
Llion, ‘the lake of fl oods’, 
and was high enough to in-
undate much of lowland Ar-
ran and allowed boats to land 
upon Glen Cloy.

Not long after, around 
14,500 years ago, the lake 
burst southwards, causing 
a mega-deluge that killed 
many of the Stone Age inhab-
itants of west Wales, the West 
Country and southeast Ire-
land. Philip claims the deluge 
is thought to have been the 
source of the biblical fl ood.   

In a separate novel called 
Forgotten Atlantis, which is 
described as ‘Stone Age fi c-
tion, but based on new factual 
evidence and ancient manu-
scripts’, the author, who lives 

in Wiltshire, explores the 
story of how Ice Age man en-
tered Britain 45,000 years ago 
and joined together on a dry 
Celtic shelf that he believes 
fi ts the description of Atlantis.  

In a third e-book called Llyn 
Llion, Philip presents his hy-
pothesis on the large glacial 
lake responsible for the great 
fl ood, which he says is sure 

to ‘alter our perception of the 
last ice age and of the nature, 
culture and accomplishments 
of our early ice age ances-
tors’.

The three e-books are avail-
able from iBooks, amazon-
kindle store and from the au-
thor himself, whose website 
can be found at  www.philip-
runggaldier.co.uk/
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Auchrannie’s Iain
was one of life’s 
true gentlemen 

Iain Johnston MBE - 27 June 1933 to 10 December 2015 

Many tributes have been paid 
over the past few weeks to 
Iain Johnston. He was an in-
spirational visionary who’s 
lasting legacy is the Auchran-
nie Spa Resort, but perhaps 
his greatest accolade is to be 
remembered as one of life’s 
true gentlemen who enriched 
the lives of those around him.

His life began in the sim-
ple surroundings of a council 
house in the Knightswood 
area of Glasgow on June 27, 
1933. 

However, he spent most 
of his upbringing and a sig-
nificant part of his life in 
the south side of  the city, 
moving just shortly before 
the war to a fourth-floor ten-
ement in Shawlands. The 
Johnston family survived one 
very near miss when a Ger-
man bomb landed a mere 200 
yards further down the street 
and, due to the disruption, 
Iain and older brother Forbes 
received an unusual primary 
education in various parents’ 
houses around the Shawlands 
area with the older pupils 
teaching the younger ones.

Perhaps as a direct result of 
the near miss, at the height of 
the Glasgow blitz, the John-
ston family moved to nearby 
Langside, where Iain, much 
against his will, was sent 
to piano lessons, which he 
loathed, being much more 
interested in playing football 
with his pals. 

With money fairly tight at 
home, Iain completed his ed-
ucation at Shawlands Acade-
my, and left at 15 to look for 
a job, having gained a fourth 
year school leaving certifi-
cate.

Working life
 An elderly relative suggest-

ed the bank might provide a 
good steady career. And so 
Iain began his working life 
at 16 with the Union Bank of 
Scotland in their Mont Flor-
ida branch for the princely 
sum of £100 a year less de-
ductions.

At least the branch was 
a mere stone’s throw from 
Hampden Park, home to his 
beloved Queen’s Park Foot-
ball Club, whom Iain fol-
lowed religiously on a Satur-
day afternoon, his geography 
of Scotland informed by a 
first-hand knowledge of pret-

Iain Johnston MBE. 

Iain outside the newly completed spa resort in 2001. 

ty much every lower league 
football ground the length 
and breadth of the country. 
Iain didn’t particularly enjoy 
the bank at Mount Florida, 
his superiors kept him on a 
tight rein and he had to study 
in his own time for his bank-
ing exams, which he duly 
completed. However, all this 
firm grounding in financial 
matters was in later years to 
stand him in good stead. 

National service
At 18 Iain completed his 

two years national service in 
the RAF, stationed at Dyce 
near Aberdeen, before re-
turning to the bank and was 
posted to the Foreign Depart-
ment in St Vincent Street, 
Glasgow. He then decided 
to sit his entrance exams for 
the civil service, which he 
duly passed and spent several 
years working for Customs 
and Excise in various parts 
of the UK, before being post-
ed back to Glasgow and ap-
pointed to control the bonded 
warehouse in Glasgow run by 
Long John Distillers. As his 
father had died some years 
before it was good timing to 
return and be at home for his 
mother.

A colleague suggested he 
might get involved in proper-
ty and over the next few years 
in his spare time Iain bought 
and improved properties, 
hands-on, painting, papering 
and plastering and built up 
a fairly extensive property 
portfolio.

At weekends much time was 
also spent on Arran, which 
had been the Johnston fam-
ily holiday destination since 
childhood, visiting Forbes 
and Eileen who had bought 
the Harbour Shop in Black-

waterfoot. A chance remark 
by the late Lawrence Craw-
ford was about to change his 
destiny. ‘When are you put-
ting your offer in, Iain?’ he 
asked, referring to the Post 
Office and licenced grocers 
in Blackwaterfoot, which had 
just come on the market. A 
‘crazy idea’ was his first re-
action. But with his mum at 
the time terminally ill, indeed 
dying a short while later, Iain 
didn’t relish the prospect of 
living alone in Glasgow and 
began to think being nearer to 
family might be a good thing. 

His career going no-where 
fast, having turned down pro-
motion at work several times 
because it meant relocating to 
London, Iain duly handed in 
his notice with the Customs 
and Excise and moved to 
Blackwaterfoot in 1978.

Brilliance
For the next five years, with 

the help of Mary Hamilton 
and Janette MacAlister and 
latterly Forbes, he ran the 
Post Office and shop. Iain 
enjoyed life on Arran and 
also along with Forbes was 
instrumental in forming the 
Arran Gilbert & Sullivan So-
ciety, where thanks to those 
much loathed boyhood piano 
lessons, his brilliance as an 
accompanist were greatly ap-
preciated. 

In 1983 the shop was sold 
and Iain had the intention of 
taking life a little easier, when 
again someone suggested he 
should consider taking up the 
vacant post of Island Tourist 
Officer. He applied and to his 
surprise was duly appointed 
and spent 18 months in the 
post.

One of his concerns was 
that Arran, being very much 

a weather dependent destina-
tion, didn’t have much in the 
way of wet weather facilities 
for its holiday makers and he 
mooted the idea of building a 
new swimming pool, which 
at the time caused quite a stir 
in The Banner letters page. 

Again not wishing to be idle 
with Forbes he purchased 
part of Pelegrini’s Cafe in 
Brodick and turned it into 
a stationer’s and bookshop. 
Tragically the very day the 
offer was submitted Forbes 
died very suddenly.

Best friend
A truly terrible blow for 

Iain, as not only was Forbes 
his closest relative, but his 
best friend. However,  brave-
ly with sister-in-law Eileen, 
Iain decided to go ahead and 
with nephews Gordon and 
Alan having just completed 
business studies and keen 
to get involved, the Book & 
Card Centre became a reality.  

With the boys at the helm, 
Iain soon found time to 
think about another project. 
He didn’t have to wait long. 
The Auchrannie Hotel came 
on the market. With Ronnie 
Mann a fellow Tourist Board 
Committee member, and 
owner of the Whiting Bay 
Hotel, then on the market, 
Iain set about planning devel-
opment of Auchrannie.

Ronnie’s hotel experience 
and accountancy background 
coupled with Ian’s business 
acumen was to prove a bril-
liant combination. Here was 
Iain’s opportunity to put his 
money where his mouth was 
and promote not only better 
wet weather facilties for the 
island but, despite its unpre-
dictable climate, promote Ar-
ran as an all-year round holi-
day destination. 

It goes without saying, that 
a huge part of the success of 
Auchrannie since its purchase 
in 1988, transformed from a 
small relatively unknown 12 
bedroom hotel, with the ad-
dition of the subsequent spa 
development in 2001, to be-
come now a first class, if not 
world class resort, was also 
due to the drive and sheer 
hard work put in by Linda.

It is no coincidence that Iain 
and Linda had first met and 
married in 1986 when Linda 
was the local High School PE 

teacher also with a desire to 
provide indoor sport facilities 
and a second swimming pool 
for the health and well-being 
of island youngsters. Their 
marriage may not have en-
dured, but testimony to the 
affection and respect they 
had for each other, they re-
mained friends as well as 
business partners and indeed, 
extremely close next door 
neighbours. 

Of course both Iain and Lin-
da would be the first to stress 
the Auchrannie success story 
is down to thousands of peo-
ple who have given much and 
at least a dozen others who 
were and are pivotal in main-
taining its success.

Since 2010, due to ill health, 
Iain had to take a much more 
back seat role in the continu-
ing development and success 
story that is Auchrannie Spa 
Resort. However as Linda 
says he remained keenly in-
terested with all the goings 
on and always wanted to be 
informed  ‘when they were 
about to spend lots of  mon-
ey’. 

Zest for life
Iain, despite poor health and 

failing mobility maintained a 
tremendous zest for life and 
still enjoyed travelling, hol-
idaying abroad latterly with 
Eileen, continuing to enjoy 
experiencing new places and 
cultures. Sadly Iain’s last 
major holiday was with Alan 
to Palma some three years 
ago. It was quite an under-
taking and extremely brave 
on Alan’s part. But with the 
help of a hired electric bug-
gy to get around, it was just 
possible.

Family remained the most 

important part of Iain’s life 
and he greatly appreciated 
all the support they willing-
ly gave. He hated having to 
go into hospital and his main 
priority to be able remain at 
home and thanks to an amaz-
ingly dedicated team of car-
ers, Mhairi, Alison, Martin, 
Linda and Isobel amongst 
others, Iain was from then on 
able to do so.

To his nearest and dear-
est he could occasionally be 
described as a ‘stubborn old 
git’, whilst always managing 
to remain utterly charming at 
the same time. 

Legacy
He leaves behind a great 

deal in the way of achieve-
ments to the good of this is-
land. His legacy will perhaps 
in due course be, to be re-
membered as the man who’s 
vision and foresight gave 
us Auchrannie and changed 
the perception of Arran as a 
modern tourist destination 
forever. Someone honoured 
by Her Majesty the Queen 
with a well deserved MBE 
for his services to tourism. 

The depth of respect for 
Iain was perhaps best seen by 
the hundreds who turned out 
for a celebratory memorial 
service held at Auchrannie in 
the days before Christmas.

There the Rev Angus Ad-
amson told the congregation: 
‘First and foremost Iain will 
be remembered as one of 
life’s true gentlemen in every 
sense of that term. Personal-
ly it was a joy and privilege 
to have known him, and I’m 
pretty sure you all feel that 
too, for I’m sure he enriched 
each of our lives for the bet-
ter.’
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Hungary for success

CASTING AN EYE ON EASTERN EUROPE

Hungarian Aquaculture

T
otal annual aquaculture production in Hungary 
varies between 14,000 and 16,000 tons. As in 
most Central and Eastern European countries, 
pond culture is the most important subsector, 

with a yearly production of 12-14,000 tons, accounting 
for 85-90 per cent of the volume. 

Changes in annual production mainly come from the 
fact that most pond farmers use traditional low intensity 
(extensive or semi-intensive) technologies, characterised 
by strong reliance on natural food production, thus yearly 
harvests are subject to weather conditions. 

This kind of fi sh farming activity is often considered to 
be the oldest in Europe, dating back to Medieval times, 
and is considered a cultural heritage in certain regions 
of Central and Eastern Europe. Typical fi sh ponds are 
earthen enclosures and cereals are applied as supplemen-
tary feed to natural food, contributing to 30-60% of the 
biomass gain, depending on the level of farming intensity. 

TIBOR FELEDI, GERGO GYALOG, ANDRAS 
RÓNYAI AND LASZLO VÁRADI 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR FISHERIES, 
AQUACULTURE AND IRRIGATION (HAKI), 
SZARVAS, HUNGARY

Combined
extensive

and intensive 
systems are 
increasingly

popular

Fish yields range from 500-1,000 kg ha-1 year-1 in 
extensive technologies to 1,000 – 2,000 kg ha-1 year-
1 in semi-intensive technologies. These plankton and 
cereal-based traditional technologies do not allow the 
production of valuable predatory species – 95-98% of 
the biomass gain originates from the growth of common 
carp (75-80%) and Asian carps. Carnivorous fi sh are only 
used in these technologies to control undesirable fi sh 
species, as direct feeding with pellets is not effi cient in 
polyculture. Although this way of farming can be regarded 
as a resource-saving, environmental-friendly production, 
numerous factors have challenged its economical sustain-
ability. Rising fi xed costs, deteriorating market position of 
carps (demand shifting toward predators) and increasing 
bird predation have adverse effects on profi tability of 
low-intensity technologies. 

However, two distinct pond culture development 
models show themselves adaptable to survive: (i) creating 
a multifunctional farming model and generating income 
from angling, bird watching and tourism; (ii) applying 
intensive technologies that rely almost exclusively on for-
mulated feeds (in combination with of the use of smaller 
ponds or cages in ponds) and cutting the fi xed costs per 
kg fi sh by increasing yields to 5-15,000 kg ha-1 year-1. 

Probably, as always, the best path to follow lies between 
the extremes: integration of certain elements of the 
two models creates a good opportunity for combined 
extensive systems.

Intensive tank aquaculture accounts for a yearly produc-
tion of 2,000 tons in Hungary (10-15% of total aquac-
ulture). Flow-through systems using geothermal water 
are used for North African catfi sh (Clarias gariepinus X 
Heterobranchus bidorsalis) farming, producing some 1,800 
tons yearly. The production of this species is a success 
story of Hungarian fi sh culture. The research work 
started in 1984 and nowadays Hungary is the second 
largest catfi sh producer in Europe. Caviar-end sturgeon 
farming in recirculation systems (RASs) is practised in 
5-6 farms, producing 50-80 tons of meat and 2-3 tons of 
roe annually. Cold water aquaculture is not signifi cant in 
Hungary, three farms produce some 30-60 tons of trout 
annually. Barramundi is produced in RAS and European 
catfi sh (Silurus glanis) is produced in cages in one farm.

R&D AND INNOVATION
Hungary is one of the most active participants in R&D 

projects of the EU’s 6th and 7th Framework Programs, 

mainly through the activity of the Research Institute for 
Fisheries, Aquaculture and Irrigation (HAKI). HAKI is an 
important participant in EU projects, with components 
aimed at the development of pond fi sh farming technolo-
gies and the breeding of productive and disease-resistant 
common carp varieties – such as Sustainaqua, Aquamax 
and Eurocarp. In Hungary, just like in other Eastern Euro-
pean countries, the great challenge is how to make con-
ventional pond fi sh production viable, taking into account 
the increasing competition for freshwater resources and 
the changing market needs. 

As a result of these recent R&D projects, new systems 
and technologies are available for practical application. In 
combined intensive and extensive (CIE) systems high val-
ue species are produced intensively in a small production 
unit, while the excess nutrients of the intensive system 

SUCCESS
Hungary for

Opposite page:
paddlefish have great 
potential. Clockwise
from top left: the 
recirculation system at 
HAKI; selecting carp 
broodstock; producing 
African catfish using 
geothermal water; a 
striped bass hybrid
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Stirling scientists tackle global sea lice problem

TACKLING SEA LICE AT THE INSTITUTE OF AQUACULTURE

Sea lice

Stirling research 
ROUND UP

Historically
hatchery-

reared wrasse 
have been less

effective

S
ea lice are naturally occurring obligate crusta-
cean ectoparasites of salmon that continue to be 
one of the most costly and challenging fi sh health 
issues for the salmon farming industry, with 

Scotland alone spending over £30 million per year on 
mitigation. Despite the continued focus of the aquacul-
ture industry on the use of integrated pest management, 
alternative approaches are urgently required. 

The Institute of Aquaculture (IoA) is at the forefront of 
the battle against sea lice, with research projects on all 
main strategies, including the deployment of cleaner fi sh, 
the development of a vaccine, studies on host/parasite 
resistance designed to identify the parasite’s weak spots 
and the screening/development of novel products to re-
duce sea lice burdens. Professor Herve Migaud, Director 
of Research at the IoA, commented: ‘These projects dem-
onstrate the leading  position occupied by the Institute in 
supporting the Scottish aquaculture sector and underline 
our strong commitment to solving current problems in 
sustainable aquaculture in the UK and worldwide.’

WRASSE - A BIOLOGICAL CONTROL 
The cohabitation of cultured native cleaner-wrasse 

species with salmon stocks is widely considered as one 
of the most environmentally friendly and sustainable solu-
tions to pest management. This sustainability is nonethe-
less only achievable if the wrasse are farmed rather than 
wild-caught. The farming of wrasse is currently in its rela-
tive infancy, with limited knowledge of their reproductive 
physiology, spawning behaviour, larval development and 
general performance in captivity. Leading Scottish salmon 
producers, Marine Harvest Scotland (MHS) and Scottish 
Sea Farms Ltd (SSF), and scientists from the Institute of 
Aquaculture (IoA) Reproduction & Genetics team have 
been recently awarded co-funding of £2.1m from the 
Technology Strategy Board to support their collaborative 
wrasse initiative. John Webster, Technical Director of the 
SSPO, says: ‘We are delighted that Scottish salmon farm-
ing has attracted TSB funding for a project designed to 
further improve the industry’s sustainability. The prospect 
of biological control of sea lice through the use of cleaner 
wrasse is exciting and promising.’ The project started in 
January 2012 with the aim of developing the technolo-
gies to breed and grow commercially viable numbers of 
wrasse in tanks and to deploy in the salmon industry. 

Benefi ting from extensive expertise in aquaculture 
ventures and in the use of wrasse as a biological control 
against sea lice, the industrial partners are currently run-
ning a dedicated wrasse hatchery in University of Stirling 
premises at Machrihanish (formerly Machrihanish Marine 
Farm Ltd), presently holding over 1000 ballan wrasse 
broodstock under different light and temperature re-
gimes. The project is supported by two dedicated IoA sci-
entists: Bridie Grant (PhD student) and Dr Eric Leclercq 
(Post-Doctoral Research scientist) under the supervision 
of Professor Herve Migaud and Dr Andrew Davie.

Achievements in 2012 include: improved spawning quan-
tity and quality; refi nement of larval rearing protocols; the 
testing of custom-designed wrasse diets (in collaboration 
with fi sh feed companies); increased understanding of sex 
identifi cation; and manipulation, stress response, behav-

iour and wild wrasse population dynamic and genetics. 
One of the most important tasks during this fi rst year 
was to confi rm the effi ciency of wrasse in removing sea 
lice from salmon.

The delousing effi ciency of wild wrasse in sea cages is 
well documented across Scotland and Norway. However, 
this is not the case of their hatchery counterparts that 
have been reared on dry pellets. A preliminary trial at 
Machrihanish Marine Environmental Research Laboratory 
(MERL) assessed the performance of cohabiting hatch-
ery-reared ballan wrasse (c30g in weight) in delousing 
Atlantic salmon (c150g in weight). The experiment tested 
two wrasse/salmon ratios (6% or 12% wrasse by number) 
with 50 salmon (± 7.5 lice / salmon). 

The trial proved to be highly successful, with the total 
sea lice burden being reduced by 86% and 98% (6% and 
12% treatments, respectively) following 40h of cohabita-
tion with both gravid female and adult/pre-adult stages 
preyed upon (Figure 1). 

VACCINE – A NEW WEAPON IN THE WAR
One alternative to the use of therapeutic medicines 

would be the development of an effi cacious vaccine, pro-
viding long-term protection. Such a vaccine would 

Figure 1

Opposite: Wrasse 
broodstock at 
Machrihanish wrasse 
hatchery (P Featherstone)
Above: Male and female 
sealice (W Roy)
Figure 1: Average sea-
lice count per salmon 
(15 salmon assessed / 
treatment / tank) at the 
start of the experiment 
(0h) and following 40h 
of cohabitation with 6% 
or 12% ballan wrasse 
(30g, hatchery-origin) in 
600 L tanks at a water 
temperature of 13.5°C 
(Migaud H and Leclercq E)
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Long wait ends with sight of 
grey phalarope after 27 years

Shelduck returning after their autumn moult.
Photo Angela Cassels

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

DECEMBER

The weather in December 
was characterised by regular, 
sometimes storm force Atlan-
tic fronts sweeping across the 
island. It was wet and unset-
tled with only an occasional 
dry frosty day. The rainfall 

The storm driven grey phalarope on Arran in 
December, the � rst record since 1989. Photo: Chris Southall

Purple sandpiper are well camou� aged regular winter 
visitors. Photo: Brian Couper

was similar to December last 
year but this year the mean 
temperature was some two 
degrees warmer than last 
year. 

This unsettled weather was 
almost certainly responsible 

for the grey phalarope feed-
ing in a sheltered inlet on 
Kildonan shore on the 6th. 
This Arctic breeding species, 
which spends the winter off 
the coast of South America, 
had been driven into the Firth 
of Clyde by the storms.  This 
is the fi rst Arran record of 
this species since 1989. The 
weather may also have been 
responsible for the eight ful-
mar on Drumadoon cliff on 
12th. These are oceanic birds 
in the winter time, returning 
to the cliffs to breed in the 
spring. Also this month there 
were reports of hundreds of 
gulls along the west coast. 
For example the mixed fl ock 
of herring gull, common gull, 
black-headed gull and kit-
tiwake at Kilpatrick on 2nd 
was estimated at over 300.

Wintering wildfowl were 
to the fore including: a long 
staying white-fronted goose 
in Sliddery; 65 wigeon on 
Cleats Shore on 2nd, 80 teal 
at Kilpatrick Point on 12th, 
286 greylag geese in Shiskine 

on 13th, 25 pink-footed 
geese in Shiskine on 20th, 13 
whooper swan at Sandbraes 
on 25th and two goldeneye at 
Merkland Point on 27th.

Other reports of winter vis-
itors included: on the 2nd 
seven twite on Cleats Shore, 
fi ve yellowhammer in Slid-
dery and nine fi eldfare in 
Kildonan; a brambling in 
Sliddery on 4th; fi ve pur-
ple sandpipers in Kildonan 
on 15th and a greenshank at 
Clauchlands on 22nd. Groups 
of wintering birds included: 
28 turnstone in Kildonan on 
6th, 12 great northern diver 
and 16 black-throated diver 
at Cosyden on 13th, 82 oys-
tercatcher and 37 curlew at 
Clauchlands on 22nd, 14 
redshank in Whiting Bay 
on 27th and 71 lapwing on 
Cleats Shore on 29th.  

Safe refuge 
Gardens provided a safe 

refuge for some birds and 
among the more unusual re-
cords received were: a stun-
ning male yellowhammer in 
Shiskine on 9th, six long-
tailed tit in Lamlash on 10th, 
a male blackcap in Margna-
heglish on 21st and two great 
spotted woodpecker in Lam-
lash on 30th.   

Other interesting records 
this month included: a moor-
hen at Corriecravie on 1st, a 
dunlin at Kildonan on 13th, 
a jack snipe at Hazelburn on 
14th, a merlin at Kildonan 
on 23rd, two goosander at 
Machriewaterfoot on 27th, 
two lesser black-backed gull 
at Kildonan also on 27th and 
a gannet in Whiting Bay on 
31st. Both these last two spe-
cies are normally far to the 
south at this time of year.

Despite the unsettled 
weather there were signs 
of normal bird activity. 
After their autumn absence 
for their post-breeding moult, 
shelduck returned to the is-
land, fi rst to Cleats Shore on 
2nd, to Kildonan on 12th and 
to Clauchlands on 29th. In 
addition, there were reports 
of courting red-breasted mer-
ganser including in Cosyden 
on 13th.  

Finally, here is a date for 
your diary: the weekend of 
Saturday, January 30 and 
Sunday, January 31 for the 
Big Garden Birdwatch.  That 
weekend stock up your bird 
feeders, spend one hour 
watching your garden birds, 
and note down the highest 
number you see of each bird 
species. Last year nearly half 
a million people throughout 
the UK and over 30 on Arran 

took part in this valuable ex-
ercise.  For more information 
or to get the form, visit the 
RSPB website Big Garden 
Birdwatch http://www.rspb.
org.uk/birdwatch/ or phone 
01767 680551.

Enjoy your birding 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’  
to me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I 
look forward to hearing from 
you.  For more information 
on birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012  as well as the Arran 
Bird Report 2014 and visit 
this website www.arranbird-
ing.co.uk
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 20 January, 1996

Arran piper Niall MacDonald has been 
invited to Antigua to perform at the 
country’s inaugural Burns Supper which 
is being organised by fellow Arran 
resident Bill McLaughlin. b03twe04

 Electric shocks
Residents in four houses at Ladeside, 
Shiskine found they were getting electric 
shocks from the oddest of places in their 
homes this week. Taps, household applianc-
es, metal objects. Even when the electricity 
was switched off at the mains they were still 
getting electrical shocks. With the electricity 
off it was found that there was still a charge 
of 15 volts. Assuming an earth leakage 
somewhere the Hydro Board called in Ron-
nie Haggarty to make an immediate search in 
view of the urgency. 

 Castle resignation
Mrs Olive Raymond, administrator of Brod-
ick Castle, is to retire before the start of the 
1996 season. It is believed that Mrs Ray-
mond will leave the island after her spell at 
Brodick Castle ends following her long em-
ployment as the Castle Administrator since 
August 1989.

 Maiden speech
Making his maiden speech in the House of 
Lords last week was the new Lord Advocate, 
Lord MacKay of Drumadoon. Brought up 
in Edinburgh and still living there, Donald 
MacKay holidayed when young at Blackwa-
terfoot and now owns a cottage in Lamlash. 
Thus the choice of an Arran name for his ti-
tle.

Last Sunday night Ron and Barbara Stewart prepared to leave The Lagg Hotel after 
16 years for their new home at Dippen Lodge. They are shown here with daughter 
Jill and the imposing painting that they were given by regular customers. b03twe01 

Below: With a decision on the Charters 
Towers development imminent planning 
o�  cers Bob Forest and Mick Lee show 
the councillors a model of the  proposal 
during a site visit. b03twe02

The Burlington Hotel, for too long an 
eyesore in Whiting Bay, has � nally 
found new owners. John and Doreen 
Lamont are no strangers to Arran having 
spent most summers at their home in 
Dippen over the past 13 years. After 
extensive refurbishment, the hotel will 
re-open with a restaurant and bistro 
in the capable hands of Robin Gray 
who previously worked at Creelers in 
Brodick. b03twe03

A new lea� et ‘Arran for Cycling’ has been launched by Strathclyde Regional Council 
roads department. Here seen at the launch is roads chairman Councillor Charlie 
Gordon (centre) with Sheila Gilmore holding the bicycle. b03twe05

 Arran singles
The Arran Singles Group held an impromp-
tu meeting at Steamers Bar on Wednesday 
evening. All who attended the fi rst meet-
ing reported much interest from friends and 
colleagues who were eager to hear what had 
gone on but were too apprehensive to go 
themselves. Organisers wish for everyone to 
know that these meetings are light hearted so-
cial gatherings, providing the opportunity to 
meet other people in pleasant surroundings 
and it is not a pairing exercise.
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www.arranbrewery.com

Everyday
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, Garden Open              9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Mon, Tue,Wed, Fri: 12.30 - 5pm, Sat 10-5  
Arran Brewery tour 2pm (limited spaces call for availability)
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day

Saturday 16th January
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am-1pm. 
Over-21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets – Surgery Brodick,  9.30am-11am
Live music from Arran Ceilidh Band Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm-9.30pm
Arran Physiotherapy & Acupuncture Clinic arranphysiotherapy.co.uk 9-noon
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.15pm
Lamlash Bowling Club Rink Game Lamlash Bowling club, 2pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 2pm
Ceilidh Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm-9.30pm
Yoga Brodick Church Hall, 9am-10am
Chamberlain & Hayward Brodick Hall, 7.30pm

Sunday 17th January
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm-6.30pm
Open Session – All musicians and singers welcome Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm

Monday 18th January 
Over-50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Live music – North Country Winters Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Table Tennis Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets – Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 3pm - 4pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
WBay Bowling Club Rink Game Whiting Bay Bowling Club, 6.30pm
Citizens advice Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am-1.30pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Jogscotland Beginners Whiting Bay, 5pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Whiting Bay, 5.30pm
Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7.15pm
Scottish Country Dancing for beginners & improvers Corrie Hall, 2-4pm
Yoga Corrie & Sannox Hall, 6pm-7pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7pm-8.30pm
Skinnymalinks Weigh in for Mary’s Meals Lamlash Church Hall 3:45-4:30pm
Skinnymalinks Weigh in for Mary’s Meals Brèagha Holistic Beauty, Corrie 5pm-5.45pm
Skinnymalinks Weigh in for Mary’s Meals Brodick Church Kitchen 6:30-7pm
Arran Ferry Committee public meeting Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Antiquarians AGM Brodick Hall, 2pm

Tuesday 19th January 
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets – Surgery 9am - 10.30am

Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am-1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowling club rink game Blackwaterfoot bowling club, 1.15pm
RunArran Run Coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Non- competitive bridge  Brodick Golf Clubhouse, 7pm - 9pm
Lamlash Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm-9pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm

Wednesday 20th January
Rock and Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids – 6.30-7.30pm Adults – 7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets – Surgery Brodick, 9am - 10.30am & 6pm-7pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 5.30pm
JogScotland Beginners Auchrannie Car Park, 7pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 8pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Knitting & Crochet drop in group Brodick Library, 4pm-6pm
Winter Warmers Lochranza Centre, 11am-2pm
Friends of Brodick Castle Brodick Castle Tearoom, 2.30pm
Arran elderly forum Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 11am
COAST fi lm - The beginnings of Greenpeace Lamlash Fire Station, 7.30pm

Thursday 21st January 
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets – Surgery 9am-10.30am
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RunArran Mixed Ability Brodick, 6pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie leisure club, 2-3.30pm
Burger & Quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Embroidery group Brodick Library, 7.30pm-9.30pm

Friday 22nd January
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am-10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 8pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7pm-8.30pm
Burns Supper The Douglas Hotel, Brodick, from 7pm
Jazz Cafe Whiting Bay Hall, 8pm-11pm
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Public Notices

PropertyRecruitment

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at 
The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 05.02.16. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2013 REGULATION 20(1)
Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
15/00773/PP; Site to North of Dunard, Corrie, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Renewal 
of unexpired planning permission N/13/00033/PP for erection of detached 
dwellinghouse with attached garage.
15/00790/PP; Darach, Blackwaterfoot, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Demolition and erection 
of 1 ½ storey timber & stone clad dwelling house.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Long Let - Lochranza
4-bedroom house, unfurnished

£600 pcm + Council tax 
+ utilities

No smokers

Phone 01235-833298

Head Housekeeper 
We are looking for an experienced individual who has a 

proven track record in a similar role.   

F&B Assistants
We are looking for full or part time team members to join 
our F&B team. We can offer flexible working patterns to 

accommodate public transport. 

Chef de Partie
We are looking for talented and experienced chefs to work 

within each of our award winning restaurants.

All positions will benefit from free leisure club membership 
and various other discounts within the resort.  Full 

descriptions can be found at www.auchranniejobs.co.uk
or contact hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Lochranza Centre CIC
Housekeeper/Kitchen Assistant

42 hrs pw NMW.  0730-1230 / 1600-1900
Seasonal Jan - Nov. 

Accommodation available.
Contact: Lochranza Centre CIC 01770 830 637

For application form:  Email info@lochranzacentre.co.uk
Safeguarding Checks required.

Arran Ferry Committee
invite you to a Public Meeting with

Transport Scotland
CMAL

CalMac Ferries
in Brodick Hall

Monday 18th January
7.30pm

All Welcome

House Keeping Vacancies
The BEST WESTERN Kinloch Hotel 

are looking for full time, part time and casual contract 
house-keeping attendants to join our busy team!

Experience preferred but not essential.
Live in accommodation available.

Applications & Enquiries to hr@kinlochhotel.eclipse.co.uk
BEST WESTERN Kinloch Hotel, 

Blackwaterfoot, Isle of Arran, KA27 8ET
Tel: 01770 860444 Fax: 01770 860447

We knead 
you!!

Wooleys Bakery are 
looking for a full or 

part time shop assistant
and or a part time cook 

or baker.
Goods rates of pay.

To arrange an interview phone:
01770 302280

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Care at Home Assistant | Ref: NAY01038  
30 hrs per week | £8.60 - £9.42 per hour  

Base is Arran Local Office, Lamlash, Isle of Arran 

Closing date 8th February 2016

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

Arran Dairies Ltd
We are looking to recruit a Delivery Driver to complement our 
busy team based in Brodick. 

No experience is necessary, as full training will be given. 

However we do require a hard working person with a driving 
licence and a can do atti  tude.

We are looking for someone to help our existi ng team with the 
delivery of daily supplies to our customers on Arran.

Our drivers are very important front line staff  so great customer 
care is very important to us.

We off er a competi ti ve salary and great terms and conditi ons.

Writt en enquiries including your current CV should be sent to:

Greg McCrae
Arran Dairies Ltd
Market Road
Brodick
greg@taste-of-arran.co.uk
Tel 01770 302374

cask and still

Keep up to date with 
all things whisky on 
our Facebook and 
Twitter pages. 

Keep up to date with 

cask and still

Keep up to date with 
all things whisky on 
Keep up to date with Keep up to date with 
all things whisky on 
Keep up to date with 

A NEW 

84-PAGE
WHISKY 
MAGAZINE

Free

AVAILABLE IN SELECTED WHISKY MERCHANTS & BARS

caskandstillmagazine.co.uk
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OUT NOW!

Available from all WH Smiths, all good 
Independent Newsagents or online.

www.eqymagazine.co.uk

SCOTLAND’S NEWEST AND 
BEST EQUESTRIAN MAGAZINE

DRESSAGE  
EVENTING   
CARRIAGE DRIVING 
SHOW JUMPING  
BREEDING
POLO 
PARALYMPICS 
EQUESTRIAN ART 
GREAT HACKS 
PONIES 
ENDURANCE 
VAULTING
TOP PRODUCTS 
FASHION
LEISURE RIDING 
BOOKS
EVENTS

EQySc
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h
Fi
el
d®

Scottish Equestrian year 2015
EQy Magazine Barcode

Issue No 1

EQy Magazine Barcode
Issue No 1

EQy Magazine Barcode
Issue No 1

ISSUE 1, 2015, £4.99
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Image: David Hay-Thorburn, loving his 

high-level view from the saddle

HORSE HEROES
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01/04/2015   15:52:08

71

FORMER WORLD AND UK 

TREC CHAMPION DAVID 

HAY-THORBURN DISCUSSES 

WHY THE SADDLE IS THE 

BEST WAY TO SURVEY THE 

SCOTTISH LANDSCAPE

PHOTOGRAPHAANGUS BLACKBURN

Brenfield Estate in central Argyll, on the banks 

of Loch Fyne, is home to David Hay-Thorburn 

and his horses. From this stunning base he runs 

a livery yard and offers riding lessons, horse 

holidays and TREC training. ‘TREC is a fun riding 

competition that usually consists of three phases – 

namely, orienteering on horseback [POR], Control 

of Paces [CoP] and a cross-country obstacle course 

[PTV],’ explains David. 

The TREC competition involves using these skills 

and simulates the challenges any rider may encoun-

ter when out hacking. David first started because he 

thought it would be a great way to explore areas of 

natural and historic beauty that would not usually be 

accessible on a daily basis.

TREC has many benefits for both horse and rider.   

It encourages general horse knowledge and care, and 

develops a wide range of useful skills in the partner-

ship. In the horse it encourages calmness and versatili-

ty and in the rider personal development making them 

more independent and confident with their riding and 

also enhances social capabilities.

When asked about what makes exploring Scotland on 

horseback such a special experience, David happily waxes 

lyrical on the subject. 

‘Riding horses offers the chance to see the countryside 

from a different perspective,’ he says. ‘The extra height  

a horse gives you means that you are able to take in 

views that would be impossible to glimpse on foot. Also 

there is the opportunity to glimpse wildlife that you 

wouldn’t be able to on foot. Most wildlife do not see the 

horse as a threat, meaning that you can get a lot closer to 

some species.’   

Blazingtrail 

070-071_eq15.indd   71

01/04/2015   15:54:32

Drive Times

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

UNDER

£30
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED 
ITEMS INTO CASH!

ARRAN BANNER CLASSIFIEDS

The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
Tel: 01770 302142  Fax: 01770 302021

Email adverts@arranbanner.co.uk     www.arranbanner.co.uk

Simply complete the 
form and return to the 

Arran Banner offi ce
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE TUESDAY 4.00pm

NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE
ITEM ...........................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ...........................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................
 ....................................................................................................................................  
 ....................................................................................................................................
PRICE .............................................TELEPHONE .....................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON

Classifi ed
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Trade Classifi ed

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, 
books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

UNDER £30
Black & Decker leaf gatherer 
and blower £30 Tel: 303500
2 Wrought Iron Standard 
lamp stands with shades.  
£20.00 each, Dark wooden 
towel rail £8.00, 2 life jack-
ets Quick fi t, XM good con-
dition, £10.00 each, Sealey 
Solar Power Panel 1.5 W  For 
boat or camper Van £7.00, 1 
nearly new small dog bed
£ 5.00, 750 ml  unopened tin 
936 blue anti foul £10.00, 3 
litre opened tin rojo red an-
tifoul 3/4 full £10.00, Black 
leather riding boots, Hawkins  
Size 7 1/2, wide calf.  £25.00, 
Three old dark wood picture 
frames outer measurements   
23 inch x 33 inch – offers Tel: 
Julie 830247

FREE TO UPLIFT
Chest Freezer. Tel: Julie 830 
247
2x matching brown leather 
sofas - 1 x 3 seater & 1 x 2 
seater Tel: 07816779238

OVER £30
Four Beautiful Original 
Paintings of Arran Views by 
the talented local artist, Pat 
McDonald. Titled, “Lochran-
za”, “High Corrie”, “Red 
Roof” and “Bennan Head”, 
all four paintings are in per-
fect condition and signed by 
the artist front and back.
We purchased these paintings 
back in 2007 through the Ar-
ran Art Gallery in Whiting 
Bay, so they come with an 
excellent provenance. The 
paintings are now for sale at 
£300.00 each or £1,000.00 
for all four, an absolute bar-
gain. Tel: Allan 700405
Everlast motorised tread-
mill £60, can deliver 
Tel:07891298625

WANTED
A few acres of agricultural 
land/woodland to buy. Aspect 
and condition not important. 
Cash available. arranland-
wanted@gmail.com
Large fi eld to rent for horses, 
Lamlash/WB/Brodick area 
(although anywhere consid-
ered) - tel. 601263

Mitsubishi Shogun Sport Trojan 2.5

Tel: 01770 600952 (Arran)

TD Silver. 57 plate 75,000 
miles. 2 owners from new. 
FSH, tow bar , leather 
interior.  MOT until Oct 16.

£5450

Call the Banner o�  ce for great 
deals on Trade Classi� eds and 
get your business seen locally, 

WEEK IN, WEEK OUT.

Tel: 01770 302142
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CHURCH NOTICES

THANK YOU

ENGAGEMENT

DEATH

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday, 17th January

Holy Communion (Said),
 11.00 am.

Mrs Janis Gallagher.
Coffee after service.

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

CELEBRATION OF
CHRISTIAN UNITY:
Sunday 17th January

 at 12.00 noon
 in St Molio’s Church, Shiskine.  

With Arran Brass.
 Preacher: Rev Lily McKinnon. 

Offering to Christian Aid.
Coffee and tea after service.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working 
together
Minister:

Rev Angus Adamson
Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the fol-

lowing times to which
all are invited.

Sunday 17th January
12noon 

Joint Christian Unity Service in 
St. Molios Church, Shiskine.

There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 17th January
Kilmory 10am

Lamlash 11.30 am
Rev. Lily McKinnon

All welcome, including
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
(continuing)

Sunday 17th January
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Afternoon Service 1.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev Vince Jennings

Sunday 17th January 
11am Morning worship
in the Ormidale Sports

Pavilion, Brodick
Tea and Coffee after the service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home Fellowship Group for 

Bible Study and Prayer.
Contact phone no 600222

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 17th January 
Shiskine 11am (Church on road 

between Blackwaterfoot and 
Machrie)

Brodick 6pm (Church behind 
post offi ce)

Rev Benjamin von Rensberg

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 
(Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 17th January
 There will be no service in 
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 
Church at 10.30am as Arran 

Churches Together are 
celebrating The Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity in St Molios’ 

Church Shiskine at 12noon. 
 

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 17th January
 Morning Mass 11am

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
RRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring – 

830622, 820223

Bridge Club 
results
The latest results from the Ar-
ran Bridge Club are as follows 
– Aggregate competition at 
Brodick on Thursday, Janu-
ary 7 were: N/S 1 Tricia Mar-
tin and Douglas Hamilton, 2 
Morag Gardner and Eendy 
McNiven, 3 Craig and Irene 
McMillan. E/W 1 Douglas 
and Margaret Bruce, 2 Jan and 
John Beattie, 3 Jennifer Wales 
and John Baraclough.

Match points at Lamlash on 
Monday, January 11. 1 Mar-
garet McGill and Elizabeth 
McKellar,2 John Baraclough 
and Jim Peacock, 3 Tricia 
Martin and David Campbell.

The charity football match 
held at Whiting Bay just af-
ter Christmas looks set to be-
come an annual event.

As reported in the Ban-
ner, the staff from Armitage 
Groundworks took on County 
Carpets and guests in a chari-
ty match on Sunday, Decem-
ber 27 to raise funds for the 
Ayrshire Heartstart initiative. 

The game was played in 
good spirits and there was a 
large crowd to cheer on the 
boys in both teams. The foot-
ball itself was a mixed bag 
with a few people struggling 

Shiskine members with birthdays in the New Year so far are: Gordon Wilson, Iris 
Robertson, Martyn Ker and Clare Buchanan. 

The golf calendar was all but 
wiped out over the last week 
due to the weather and wa-
terlogged courses around the 
island. Only Machrie Golf 
Club played any competitive 
matches. Elsewhere we catch 
up with some of the compe-
tition prizegivings following 
New Year competitions.

Machrie Golf Club
Winter Cup, played Tues-
day, January, Winter Cup, 11 
played. 1 John O`Sullivan 
81-19=62, 2 Brian Sherwood 
77-10=67, 3 John Pennycott 
79-10=69. John Pennycott 
also got the fi rst magic two of 
the year.

Tuesday, January 5, Win-
ter Cup, fi ve played. 1 Sally 
Brookes 92-23=69, 2 Alastair 
MacDonald 80-10=70, 3 Phil 
Betley 80-9=71.

Will all members note that 
the new 1st hole is now in use 
for competitions, medals and 
casual golf.

Charity match to be annual event
after indulging over Christ-
mas.

County Carpets were the 
victors and earned the brag-
ging rights after a 4-2 win. 
David Morrison scored a 
brace and brother Danny 
Head got one as well. DJ Tom 
McGarrigle completed the 
scoring after coming on and 
scoring with his fi rst touch of 
the game.

 Armitage guests Greg Mc-
Crae and Babbies MacNeil 
were on the scoresheet for 
the losing team. Danny was 
given man of the match, but 

was also given donkey of the 
match. 

Players and supporters 
then went on to Felicity’s 
for refreshments and a raffl e 
which raised more than £640. 
Special thanks to Tim, Jill, 
Struan, Rachael, Tom and 
Felicity for organising a great 
day and after its success will 
hopefully become an annual 
event. Thanks must also go 
to Johnny Kelso for being the 
day’s compere, Tom for doing 
the music at night and all the 
players and supporters who 
made generous donations.

Right: Club Captain 
Iain Murchie presents 

trophies for the 
backwards course 

competition, held at 
Lamlash on January 2, 
to ladies winner Susan 

Buchard and gents 
winner Callum Rae.

Above: Martyn Ker with 
Fiona Scott and Iain 
Robinson, winners of the 
D S Bannatyne Shield at 
Shiskine on January 2. 

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

I’ANSON - Irene
Peacefully at Cooriedoon Nursing 
Home on Wednesday, 6th January 
2016. Irene, aged 97 years, loving 
mum of Mike, Grandma of 
Nathaniel, Douglas and Melonie, 
Joseph and Karen, Great Grandma 
of Damian, special friend of 
Barbara. Funeral service at 
Holmsford Bridge Crematorium, 
Dreghorn, on Wednesday, 20th 
January at 1:00 pm to which all 
are welcome. Family fl owers 
only please, donations if desired 
to R.N.L.I.

Neil and Jerry Arthur 
are delighted to announce 
the engagement of their 

daughter Harriette to 
Jonathan, son of Richard 

and Pauline Powell of 
Suffolk on Sunday 20th 

December 2015.

THANK YOU
Jean gives many thanks for the cards, 

messages and fl owers after the death of 
Roger.  A special thanks for the practical 
assistance from friends who gave their 

time during the Christmas period.
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

The youngsters watch Jordan Clarke and Armin Mazic practice their shooting. 20_b03rocks03

Slam dunk as basketball stars 
bring their skills to Arran
Three giant basketball play-
ers made a special visit to 
Arran this week to promote 
the sport.

The players from Scotland’s 
only professional basketball 
team Glasgow Rocks were 
at Arran High School to hold 
an activity and health session 
with senior primary school 
pupils.

The basketball stars were 
6ft 7in forward Will Hall 
from Sheffi eld, 6ft 7in guard/
forward Armin Mazic from 
Croatia and 6ft 2in guard 

Glasgow Rocks stars Jordan Clarke, Armin Mazic 
and Will Hall with Ayrshire Tornadoes coach Jordan 
Thomson at Arran High School. 20_b03rocks01

Armin Mazic attempts a basket throw from the half way line. 20_b03rocks02

Jordan Clarke from Canada, 
who were all making their 
fi rst trip to Arran. They were 
joined by Ayrshire Tornadoes 
coach Jordan Thomson, who 
is keen to see an Arran team 
in their junior ranks.

Pupils from P5 to P7 from 
Lamlash Primary and P5 and 
P6 from Whiting Bay Primary 
attended the half-day Jump2it 
roadshow, a health and citi-
zenship initiative being deliv-
ered to primary school pupils 
all over Scotland. 

Jump2it promotes the bene-

fi ts of leading a healthy life-
style by eating the right foods 
and getting plenty of exer-
cise while also highlighting 
the dangers of smoking and 
alcohol. The pupils also had 
the chance of learning new 
basketball skills and drills in 
the coaching that follows the 
roadshow. 

The Glasgow Rocks com-
pete in the British Basketball 
League. Formerly known 
as Scottish Rocks and Ed-
inburgh Rocks, they are the 
only BBL team to be based 

in Scotland, playing at the 
Emirates Arena in Glasgow.

The Ayrshire Tornadoes 
are one of Scotland’s lead-
ing amateur basketball clubs, 
based across Ayrshire and 
now play their home games 
at Dalry Primary School.

The club has several adult 
and junior teams and coach 
Jordan told The Banner: ‘I 
will be back over to do more 
basketball coaching with 
youngsters here. I would love 
to see an Arran team getting 
involved.’ 


