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INSIDE TODAY

Ferry disruption
Arran took a battering this 
week in the fi rst Arctic 
storms of the new year.

Ferries were badly dis-
rupted and driving con-
ditions were hazardous 
during the three days of 
driving winds and rain. 
Householders were also 
left checking for damage to 
their properties. Full story, 
page 2.

End of an era 
The Burlington, a well-
known 112-year-old guest 
house in Whiting Bay, has 
seen its owners retire after 
21 years. Under new own-
ership, the guest house is 
undergoing three months of 
refurbishment and restora-
tion. Full story, page 6.

Discovery centre
The marine discovery cen-
tre planned by the Commu-
nity of Arran Seabed Trust, 
(COAST) has come a step 
closer with the purchase of 
the Lamlash tennis courts. 
Enthusiastic volunteers 
have already started pre-
paring the building and re-
moving undergrowth. 
Full story, page 7.

Museum extension
The recently completed ex-
tension at the Isle of Arran 
Heritage Museum has left 
volunteers with less than 
three months to prepare for 
their March re-opening. 
The extension will offer 
visitors a private reading 
room, additional storage 
for artefacts and archival 
material, and allow them to 
be stored in a temperature-
controlled environment. 
Full story, page 9.

 

Leading 
gardener
invited to
see progress
for himself

Castle bosses hit back 
after gardens criticism

Bosses at Brodick Castle 
are to invite a leading Scots 
gardener to see for him-
self the extensive works 
being undertaken in the 
castle gardens.

The move comes after 
Kenneth Cox,  a world ex-
pert on rhododendrons, ac-
cused the National Trust for 
Scotland (NTS) of allowing 
some of the country’s most 
important gardens to wither 
on the vine.

And he has singled out 
Arran for special mention, 
saying the Brodick Castle 
gardens had been ‘poorly 
managed by the NTS for 
decades’ and that he could 
no longer recommend them 
to visitors.

This brought an immedi-
ate response from the cas-
tle’s head gardener, Tim 
Keyworth, who said: ‘I 
don’t know when Mr Cox 
last visited the gardens but 
I will be inviting him to 
come and see for himself 

Castle administrator Hugh Walker and head gardener Tim Keyworth above the castle’s walled garden.
01_A02garden01

the extensive work we are 
doing here.’

Mr Keyworth, who has 
been in post for more than 
two years, has received 
regular praise for improve-
ments at the gardens fol-
lowing the virulent plant 
disease Phytophthora ramo-
rum several years ago 
which wiped out a number 
of trees.

A new rhododendron walk 
was opened two years ago 

and work is progressing on 
the re-opening of the fa-
mous Plant Hunters Walk. 
The Tresco border outside 
the walled garden has also 
been restored to its original 
glory and work is continu-
ing on new trails and path-
way improvements. The 
castle also won awards at 
the Scottish Rhododendron 
Society show last year for 
some of its collections.

Mr Keyworth said: ‘The 

comments are disappoint-
ing as I know how hard 
the team of gardeners work 
here. I am not denying the 
gardens need a lot of work, 
but we are trying to get 
through the work one phase 
at a time. We are also grate-
ful to the garden volunteers 
who get through a power of 
work.’ 

New castle administrator 
Hugh Walker said the castle 
had a £1.2 million budget to 

spend on the gardens in the 
next three years.

Already work has started 
laying 640 metres of hard 
edging around the cas-
tle which will cut down on 
grass-cutting time and work 
will start later this month 
on the new adventure play-
ground which should be 
ready to open in May.

Mr Walker said: ‘Visitors 
love the gardens at Brod-

Continued on page 2

OPEN DAILY FROM 
9AM TIL LATE

Auchrannie Resort, Brodick
01770 303 303

www.theaspa.co.uk
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It pays to advertise in the Banner

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Continued from page 1
ick Castle – we get great 
feedback from them. There 
have been some challenges 
to deal with over the past 
few years due to the out-
break of Phytophthora 
ramorum, but thankfully  
we have been disease-
free for three years. This 
means we can now focus 
on the future, which is 
great news. We’re currently 
installing hard edging 
around the castle and have 
lots of other work planned 
for 2017.’

He added: ‘Keep an eye 
on our Facebook page for 
the latest developments or 
pop along and one of the 
team will be happy to talk 
you through our plans for 
the garden.’

Brodick Castle is presently 
closed until the spring of 
2018 for fi re prevention 

Arran was battered by the 
fi rst Arctic storms of 2017 
this week, causing wide-
spread ferry disruption.

The Arctic airmass com-
ing from the north-west 
across the island brought 
intense winds and gales that 
also caused driving diffi cul-
ties with roads badly fl ood-
ed and householders check-
ing for damage to their 
properties.

The three-day blizzard 
caused widespread disrup-
tion from Tuesday with fer-
ries being cancelled except 
for a single Brodick to Ar-
drossan return. With winds 
gusting at more than 60mph, 
all sailings were halted on 
Wednesday with recorded 

work but the gardens will 
be open as normal from 
April 1.

Mr Cox, one of the coun-
try’s leading horticultural-
ists, has written to bosses 
at the National Trust calling 
for action across 129 his-
toric properties they look af-
ter in Scotland and criticised 
individual gardens, includ-
ing Brodick, in the press.

As a former member of 
the NTS garden and land-
scapes panel, he says the 
trust has lost too many ex-
perienced staff to maintain 
properly the gardens it is 
res ponsible for. 

He told the NTS: ‘Many 
of the best head gardeners 
in the trust have either re-
tired or will shortly retire. 
These skilled employees 
have not been replaced with 
people of the same calibre 
or experience.

‘There appears to be lit-
tle succession planning in 
place. Retiring head gar-
deners should work with 
their successors for several 
months before any hand-
over. Instead “for money 
saving reasons”, appoint-
ments are being left until 
the last minute.’

He added: ‘The NTS has, 
at its core, a duty of care 
towards the landscapes it 
manages. By downgrading 
the conservation of some of 
Scotland’s most valued her-
itage landscape assets, the 
trust is quite simply failing 
in its key purpose to pro-
tect Scotland’s heritage in 
perpetuity.’

Mr Cox is managing di-
rector of the Glendoick Gar-
den Centre in Perth which 
is a rhododendron specialist 
nursery founded in 1953 by 
Mr Cox’s grandfather.

Castle bosses hit back
after gardens criticism

Disruption on ferry crossing
gusts of over 71mph inland. 
At the time of going to press, 
the fi rst sailing after the dis-
ruption was anticipated to be 
from Brodick on Thursday at 
8.20am.  

The Met Offi ce has issued 
yellow ‘be aware’ warning 
which was due to remain in 
force until late on Friday.

No incidents
Police on the island said 

they had no reported inci-
dents of  any major damage, 
but there was minor struc-
tural damage to a proper-
ty in Strathwhillan and oth-
er reports of roof tiles being 
dislodged. Brodick Castle 
gardens were closed to vis-
itors due to the danger of 
falling trees.

The challenging condi-
tions and ferry uncertainty 
has also led to a further de-
lay of already rescheduled 
roadworks on the B880 
String Road. 

The roadworks, which are 
dependent on materials be-
ing brought from the main-
land, had been resched-
uled for yesterday (Friday) 
and the road closed part 
of the day, if they went 
ahead. The road resurfac-
ing works, which started 
on Wednesday January 4, 
were suspended initially on 
Friday January 6 and the 
road re-opened for traffi c 
owing to concerns that ma-
terials could not be brought 
over to complete the job. 

Isle of Arran 
hits harbour 
wall at Troon
Strong winds forced the 
MV Isle of Arran to come 
into contact with the har-
bour wall as it tried to berth 
at Troon on Monday. 

The incident has led Ar-
drossan harbour owner Peel 
Ports to claim that it com-
pletely destroys the central 
plank of Associated British 
Ports’ argument that Troon 
is a more sheltered harbour. 

Doug Coleman, project di-
rector for Peel Ports said: 
‘Any incident where a pas-
senger ferry comes into 
contact with a harbour wall 
is extremely concerning and 
routinely prompts an inves-
tigation by the Marine Acci-
dent Investigation Board. 

‘The fact that high winds 
appear to have forced the 
Isle of Arran against the en-
trance of Troon Harbour 

and the skipper had to call 
a tug to assist her off the 
harbour wall and onto the 
berth fatally undermines 
ABP’s central claim that 
Troon somehow provides 
a more protected berth than 
Ardrossan. 

‘That is simply not the 
case, as the pictures of the 
Isle of Arran having to be 
unceremoniously shoved 
off the harbour mouth at 
Troon on Monday starkly 
demonstrate. 

 ‘We’ve said all along that 
ABP’s claims of calmer 
berths at Troon are simply 
not backed up by the facts 
and Monday’s undignifi ed 
manoeuvre blows those 
claims out of the water.’ 

Mr Coleman also ques-
tioned why CalMac had 
chosen to use Troon. 

He said: ‘Despite the fore-
cast for strong westerly 
winds, we could easily have 
accommodated the Isle of 
Arran at Ardrossan.’

The Isle of Arran 
beside the
habour wall. 
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Graham Chappell is moving Arran Graphics to 
Cladach. 

Arran Graphics 
moves to Cladach

After nine years at the pier 
in Brodick, Arran Graphics 
is moving to new premises 
at Cladach. 

Owner Graham Chappell 
has previously expressed 
his concern that the shop 
side of the business could 
lose trade when the new 
ferry terminal opens in Au-
gust. However, he said the 
move was as much a ‘re-
freshing change’ than any-
thing particularly strategic. 

But he added: ‘My 
thoughts on our current site 
and its effectiveness have 
already been widely known 
following the new terminal 
arrangements and lack of 
parking.’

Arran Graphics is moving 
into the former premises of 
Arran Active, which have 
largely lain empty since the 
outdoors shop moved into 
its Shore Road superstore. 

Graham said: ‘The old 
Arran Active building is 
perfect for us as it provides 
an upstairs area which we 
can use as a design studio 
and somewhere to chat to 
our business clients away 
from the public and shop-
pers downstairs.’  

The company is hoping to 
use the building’s location 
in the shadow of Goatfell to 
create products accordingly. 
This will include more 
products relating to Goat-
fell, a formidable part of 
their retail business being 
Goatfell T-shirts. ‘That’ll 
now have to include hood-
ies, I think, unless we get 
some proper sunshine this 
summer!’ he quipped.

With neighbouring shops 
and the Wineport restau-
rant offering their support 

and encouragement, Gra-
ham and sales manager 
Janis Heaney feel that the 
change is just what’s need-
ed to keep the company on 
its toes. Graham is hoping 
that the business will be up 
and running at the Cladach 
site by March 1. 

Meanwhile, Arran Graph-
ics has requested ‘some pa-
tience’ from clients as the 
moves takes place. The 
shop and offi ce at the pier 
remains open for the time 
being.

The change 
is just what’s 
needed to keep 
the company 
on its toes

Youngsters stage Aladdin 
pantomime in Lochranza
Adults and children alike can enjoy a new year treat at the 
pantomime Aladdin this weekend.

Produced by Heather Gough and all performed by lo-
cal children and youngsters it takes place tonight (Friday) 
at 7pm at the Lochranza and Catacol Village Hall, with 
doors open at 6.30pm. Tomorrow a special Saturday mat-
inee will see doors opening at 2pm and the performance 
start at 2.30pm. 

The performance costs £3 for children under 12, £6 for 
adults and a special family discount for a family of two 
adults and two children costs £15. Tickets are available at 
the door on the night, from Arran Domestic Centre, Brod-
ick or telephone Kate on 830226 or Fiona on 830270 who 
will reserve tickets for you. 



like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner
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The Scottish Government’s 
draft budget for 2017/18 
will mean a £9.2 million cut 
to North Ayrshire Council’s 
revenue budget. 

The SNP government re-
ceived a £415 million rev-
enue increase for 2017/18 
from the UK budget con-
sequentials but the Scot-
tish Parliament Information 
Centre (SPICE) briefi ng 
on the draft budget notes a 
cash cut of £424 million  for 
local government’s revenue 
budget for 2017/18. 

Council leader Joe Cull-
inane said: ‘The draft 

The Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ayrshire and Arran, John 
Duncan has been recog-
nised by the Queen in her 
New Year’s Honours List. 

Mr Duncan was appointed 
a Commander of the Roy-
al Victorian Order (CVO) 
for his personal service to 
the Queen and the royal 
family. Following a distin-
guished career in the police, 

Lord-Lieutenant honoured 
in New Year’s list

Lord-Lieutenant John Duncan. 

Mr Duncan was appointed 
Lord-Lieutenant in 2006, 
having previously served as 
a Deputy Lieutenant since 
2001. He lives in Stewar-
ton.

Mr Duncan, who also has 
the Queen’s Police Med-
al, said: ‘I am personal-
ly humbled and delight-
ed by my appointment as 
a Commander of the Roy-

al Victorian Order. There 
are many in towns and vil-
lages throughout Ayrshire 
and Arran who do so much 
for others and have yet to 
be recognised.  Therefore, 
I urge anyone who is aware 
of any individual they con-
sider worthy of an award to 
nominate them. It is a rel-
atively easy process and 
is open to all. Further de-

tails on how to do so may 
be found on the lieutenan-
cy website www.lordlieu-
tenantayrshireandarran.org.
uk. or by contacting Nigel 
Martin, clerk to the lieuten-
ancy, 2 Wellington Square, 
Ayr KA7 1EN, telephone: 
01292 265024, email: nm@
martinsolicitors.co.uk.’

The award will be present-
ed at a later date.

A horse with no nameThe Police Scotland Clydesdale 
horse looking for a name. 

Council faces £9.2 million
cut in government funding

budget has been analysed 
and, as I stated, it is bad 
news for North Ayrshire 
Council. A cut of £9.2 mil-
lion, on the back of a cut 
of around £10 million last 
year, is unacceptable.

‘The fact is that the gov-
ernment’s budget has in-
creased by more than £400 
million this year yet it has 
chosen to dump cuts onto 
councils. This is its politi-
cal choice, so it can blame 
no one else.

‘My administration, how-
ever, will put our commu-
nities fi rst and will con tinue 

to fi ght for a fair fund-
ing settlement. We have 
made it crystal clear that 
we will challenge the cur-
rent system, not simply ac-
cept austerity and manage 
it. We are determined to re-
duce inequality and deliv-
er equity of opportunity for 
everyone in our commu-
nity through good quality 
jobs, access to good quali-
ty affordable housing, bet-
ter health outcomes, a re-
duced attainment gap and 
stronger communities. In a 
few short months we have 
done so much but we can 
do so much more with a 
fair funding settlement that 
allows us to invest in our 
communities. That’s worth 
fi ghting for and that is what 
we intend on doing.’ 

Industry FM
KEEP WARM.........SAVE MONEY

FREE Cavity Wall and Loft Insulation to home owners and private 
landlord tenants. No benefi ts required. 

We have surveyors on the Island for the whole of January and 
February. The Government wants to cut down on your energy 
bills, make your home warmer and cut down on the carbon 
emissions. 

Remember this is FREE and the scheme expires on the 31st 
March. This is a ONE TIME OPPORTUNITY to receive a full 
energy report on your home and get the work done for FREE.

We also survey Air Source Heat Pumps and Solar for which there 
is partial grants available and interest free loans.

All work installed by Job Worth Doing and funded by British Gas. 

Our Surveyors will be on the Island initially on the 5th, 6th 
and 7th of January. To book an appointment please call Rod 
Macleod on 07858284020. 

www.industryfm.co.uk

Police Scotland have launched a Facebook campaign to se-
lect a name for their latest recruit – a four-and-a-half-year-
old Clydesdale horse – with Brodick among the shortlisted 
choices. 

Traditionally, Police Scotland name all of their horses af-
ter places in Scotland so the options were shortlisted as Har-
ris, Montrose and Brodick. Described as a laid-back character 
with a cheeky look, the 17 hands-high police horse success-
fully completed his 28-day assessment to join the mounted 
unit and required a name suitable for the position. Users were 
invited to vote for their favourite and the winner will be an-
nounced on Facebook shortly. 
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Tories first to name their 
man to fight council seat

Conservative candidate Timothy Billings with 
Brodick Castle in the background. 01_A02election01

Arran resident Timothy 
Billings is to fi ght the Ar-
drossan and Arran local 
government seat for the 
Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party at the May 
elections.

Timothy was adopted by 
the local Conservative As-
sociation following an on-
line application process and 
interview when he was add-
ed to the party’s list of ap-
proved local government 
candidates.

Timothy said: ‘I am de-
lighted to have the opportu-
nity to represent both com-
munities on the council and 
look forward to getting my 
teeth into the campaign. I 
am looking forward to get-
ting to know the Ardrossan 
community better.’

The Ardrossan and Arran 
ward will only have three 
councillors, rather than four, 
and Timothy said he believed 
it was important that one of 
them lived on the island to 
champion local causes.

Following a 30-year ca-
reer as a pharmacist, work-
ing in healthcare regulation 
and care standards, 59-year-
old Timothy bought the 
Glenisle Hotel in Lamlash 
in 2008 along with his part-
ner, Geoffrey Dallamore, 
and have built it up to be an 
award-winning hotel.

Timothy said: ‘I have en-
joyed running the Glenisle 
for nine years, I am proud 
of the fact that we have cre-
ated 15 new full-time jobs 
and that the success of the 

Glenisle has helped to im-
prove the economy of Ar-
ran. The success of the 
Glenisle has enabled us to 
help sponsor local events, 
such as Santa’s Sparkle, 
that provided an econom-
ic boost to the local econ-
omy at a diffi cult time of 
the year. I have been ac-
tively involved in Lam-
lash Improvements Associ-
ation, where I have worked 
on the preservation of Lam-
lash Green and the eradica-
tion of Japanese knotweed.

‘I am very aware that a 
major issue of the day is 
the ferry route to Arran. 
The residents of Arran want 
a reliable service, and the 
people of Ardrossan want 
to maintain the jobs and 
investment that goes with 
the ferry. I support North 
Ayrshire Council’s work 
in achieving both of these 
aims by retaining the Ar-
drossan to Brodick service. 
A total of £13 million has 
been promised to develop 
Ardrossan and, as a coun-

cillor, I would work to en-
sure that the money is in-
vested to achieve the aims 
of both communities.  

‘Other areas of concern 
relate to planning awards 
and the impact on the envi-
ronment.  People have spo-
ken to me about not feeling 
that their concerns are be-
ing taken seriously. We are 
all proud of where we live 
so as a councillor I would 
ensure that plans are appro-
priate to the locality and 
environment and work best 
for the people involved.

‘I will be out and about 
over the next four months 
of campaigning and have 
been heartened already by 
the support I have had from 
residents who believe that 
it is time again for a Con-
servative and Unionist can-
didate to represent this 
seat.’

North Ayrshire and Arran 
chairman Richard Wilkin-
son added: ‘We see this 
coming election as a great 
opportunity to elect a group 

of Conservative council-
lors who will strongly in-
fl uence the direction of the 
council in the future. We 
are presenting a group of 
candidates who have a wide 
range of experience from 
hotelier and engineers to 
business owners and  man-
agers. They are a mixture 
of youth and experience 
and refl ect the North Ayr-
shire community and its di-
versity.

‘Having beaten Labour 
into third place locally at the 
Holyrood election last year 
and increasing our vote share 
in the Irvine West by-elec-
tion in August, I am confi -
dent that we will have coun-
cillors elected in a number 
of wards and maybe even a 
few surprises. It is an excit-
ing time to support the Con-
servatives and our campaign-
ing starts now.’

                             

                               

PAUL KAVANAGH
(Wee Ginger Dug)

No to YES - The Road to Independence
Brodick Village Hall

Sunday 22nd January
2pm

Admission free
All welcome
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JANUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk

RAPTORS ON 
THE WING

JANUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

RAPTORS ON 

Wild 
Perthshire

WIN 
A LUXURY SCOTTISH 
ISLAND CRUISE 
FOR TWO 

RAPTORS ON RAPTORS ON 

Wild Wild Wild Wild 
PerthshirePerthshirePerthshirePerthshirePerthshire

www.scottishfield.co.uk

20202020PAGES OF2020SCOTLAND’S FINANCES

A SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

LEADING CHEF
ANDREW 
FAIRLIE ON WHY 

PERTH WAS THE 

PERFECT PLACE 

TO GROW UP

THE SEASICK FISHERMAN
STONEHAVEN 
FIREBALL FESTIVAL

The Burlington in Whiting Bay which has been run as a guest house since 1905. 
01_B02Burlington01

Mental health groups invited to apply for funding

New course 
on climate 
change
An Arran group are host-
ing a new course called 
Carbon Conversations. 
These are a series of sup-
portive, friendly, facilitat-
ed short discussion groups 
which will explore the 
meaning of climate change 
and how to halve your per-
sonal carbon footprint. 

A welcome meeting is 
being held tomorrow (Sat-
urday) at 11am in Lamlash 
fi re station to introduce 
the course and the evening 
discussion meetings will 
be on Mondays starting on 
Monday January 23. 

The course is being run 
for Arran Community 
Land Initiative with fund-
ing from the Climate Chal-
lenge Fund and aims to 
help people reduce their 
carbon footprint, save 
money and help protect 
the planet for future gen-
erations.

Christmas draw
The results of the Lochran-
za and Catacol 200 Club 
Christmas Draw were: 1st 
prize      Nigel Wells, 2nd 
prize Janette MacLeod, 3rd 
prize Hazel Gardiner.

End of an era at the 
Burlington Guest House
The Burlington Guest House 
in Whiting Bay, which has 
been an island institution for 
more than 112 years, is en-
tering a new era under new 
ownership after its former 
owners, John and Doreen 
Lamont, retired having run 
the guest house  for 21 years. 

The distinctive and attrac-
tive sandstone building on 
Shore Road, which has pan-
oramic views over the bay, 
has a long history and since 
it was originally built by lo-
cal blacksmith John Tay-
lor in 1905 it had been run 
by the same family for more 
than 80 years.

In 1985 it was sold to a 
couple who operated the 
Burlington for a short while 
before they subsequently 
sold it. 

However, by 1990 the 
business and building were 
in a dilapidated state. The 
building was abandoned 
and lay in near ruin until 
1995 when John and Doreen 
bought it and began a mas-
sive renovation and restora-
tion project. Rebuilding the 

front facade which had col-
lapsed into the garden and 
reinstating ceilings which 
had collapsed the Burling-
ton re-opened for business 
on May 17, 1996, to a full 
house of golfers. The same 
group from Edinburgh re-
turned every year for the 
next decade. 

After more than two dec-
ades running the Burlington, 
Doreen described handing 
over the reins as a momen-
tous occasion.

Speaking from Italy she 
said: ‘Ownership of the 
Burlington has passed out 
of our hands and we have 
wonderful memories of that 
great old building in one of 
the best sites on the island.

‘There were also some hor-
ror stories though, like the 
Middle Eastern family who 
thought it was acceptable to 
use the housekeeping staff 
for target practice with peb-
bles from the beach, or the 
young mother from New-
ton Mearns who saw noth-
ing wrong in leaving her ba-
by’s dirty nappies around 

the room for our girls to pick 
up. But mostly it was fun.’

Doreen and John are now 
looking forward to spend-
ing their retirement between 
their homes at Dippen and 
the village in Italy where 
Doreen’s father was born. 

The Burlington will con-
tinue to offer visitors ac-
commodation in single, 
double, king, superking and 
twin rooms, and will also 
include a licensed restau-
rant and bar, which might 
extend into a public bar and 

restaurant over time. New 
owners Liz and Ian Kir-
sop, who previously owned 
the Lamlash Bay Hotel, are 
planning a three-month re-
furbishment and moderni-
sation schedule while still 
remaining open for visitors. 

Residents on Arran are be-
ing offered the chance to 
apply for up to £1,250 
which they can use to im-
prove the mental health and 
wellbeing of people living 
on the island. 

A total of £50,000 is avail-
able to help back projects 
and programmes that make 
a positive difference in the 
lives of others.

North Ayrshire health 
and social care partnership 
and the Scottish Govern-
ment are jointly funding the 
£50,000 initiative which al-
lows communities to decide 
how to spend the money. 

This will be the second 
paticipatory budgeting  
event on Arran which is in-
viting bids of up to £1,250 
from groups and individu-
als to tackle issues such as 
social isolation, stress and 

anxiety, and young people’s 
mental health.

Councillor Peter McNa-
mara, cabinet member for 
health and social care, said: 
‘Our participatory budget-
ing events have been huge-
ly successful and I’m de-
lighted that people now 
have the chance to bid for 
projects which will make a 
real difference to the men-
tal health and wellbeing of 
many people across North 
Ayrshire.

‘We look forward to hear-
ing what the bidders have 
to say and seeing how they 
can use this money to real-
ly make a difference to our 
communities and the lives 
of those within them.’

An information ses-
sion will be held at the Ar-
ran CVS offi ce in Lamlash 
on Thursday January 19, 

where guidance on the bid-
ding process will be provid-
ed and any questions can be 
answered. 

Interested applicants can 
receive further information 
by calling 01294 317774. 

The closing date for ap-
plications is Tuesday Janu-
ary 31. Online applications 
can be made at www.sur-
veymonkey.co.uk/r/Men-

talHealthPB. 
The fi nal decision on the 

bids will be made on Sat-
urday February 25 at a spe-
cial public event in Ardros-
san Civic Centre. 

The bids will be subject 
to a public vote, with appli-
cants also able to take part, 
and the successful bidders 
receiving funding of up to 
£1,250 for their project.

Councillor Peter McNamara.
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Tennis courts bought for 
new discovery centre

As hotels and guest houses 
on Arran start their prepa-
rations for the new holi-
day season TV Licensing is 
appealing to them to make 
sure they are correctly li-
censed. 

Hotels, boutique B&Bs, 
luxury spa resorts and ser-
viced apartments must all 
be covered by a valid TV li-
cence if guests or staff are 
watching TV as it’s broad-
cast. All viewers who use 
the iPlayer to watch any 
BBC programmes must 
also now be covered by a 
TV licence after new rules 
came into force in Septem-
ber.

For many smaller hotels 
and guesthouses, the cost of 

Hotel owners reminded 
to license their TVs

a TV Licence is £145.50 a 
year, the same amount as a 
private house. Hotels with 
more than 15 rooms are 
covered by one licence for 
the fi rst 15 units, but will 
need an additional licence 
for every fi ve thereafter.

Correctly licensed
Fergus Reid, spokesper-

son for TV Licensing said: 
‘The UK’s growing tour-
ism business is becoming 
more competitive, with ho-
teliers vying to provide ever 
greater guest satisfaction. 
Whether hotels are provid-
ing extras such as Smart 
TVs or TVs in the bath-
room, they all need to be 
correctly licensed.’

Peter Ducker, chief execu-

tive of the Institute of Hos-
pitality, added: ‘In-room 
entertainment is a vital part 
of the customer experience 
and any offering that is be-
low-par can lead to unfa-
vourable user reviews. 
Having a valid TV licence 
is obviously a necessity too.

Compliant
‘Making sure your busi-

ness is fully compliant with 
the law is a mark of your 
professionalism.’

For more information 
about TV licensing require-
ments for hotels and ac-
commodation providers, 
call the TV Licensing busi-
nesses team on 0300 790 
6124 or visit www.tvlicens-
ing.co.uk/hotels

The Marine Discovery Cen-
tre planned by the Com-
munity of Arran Seabed 
Trust, (COAST) has taken 
a step forward with the pur-
chase of the Lamlash tennis 
courts and pavilion where it 
will be built.

Having already received 
community input from var-
ious meetings, COAST 
will host further discus-
sions during the year to pro-
gress its plans for the cen-
tre which will also become 
its new headquarters. Plan-
ning permission has been 
obtained for the change of 
use of the building includ-

COAST volunteers enjoy a well-earned break after working at the pavilion site. 
B02Coast01

Undergrowth has been removed from the tennis courts, which will remain 
open during the renovation. B02Coast02

ing, internal alterations and 
the creation of a glazed ex-
tension to the front of the 
building.

Volunteers have, in an-
ticipation for the building 
work, started preparing the 
building and clearing the 
undergrowth from the ten-
nis courts. 

COAST executive direc-
tor Andrew Binnie said: 
‘We are delighted to have 
concluded the purchase 
from the tennis and bowl-
ing club and are now get-
ting cracking with the fi rst 
stage of our plans. This 
year we will be renovating 

and converting the pavil-
ion into a headquarters for 
the trust and the South Ar-
ran Marine Protected Area. 
To celebrate the purchase, 
thank everyone involved 
and share our ideas with 
the community we are hav-
ing a celebration at the pa-
vilion on Friday January 20 
between noon and 2pm. Tea 
and coffee will be served 
and everyone is welcome to 
join us.’

The trust hopes the new 
centre will attract tourists, 
encourage marine recrea-
tion and engage more peo-
ple with marine wildlife. 

ScottishField
®
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

. . . on holiday

‘Those who live on the level of the Spirit have the 
spiritual outlook, and that is life and peace.’ (Romans 
8:6)

Nut case idea
Sir, 
Following the recent head-
line article and various writ-
ings on the subject of pub-
lic toilets, I would like to 
say ‘bravo’ to Jack Cowan 
of Catacol for his down-to-
earth summary in the Ban-
ner letters page last week.

It may be an easy econ omic 
decision for the council to 
opt out of responsibility for 
provision of public toilets, 
both on Arran and mainland 
North Ayrshire, but in realis-
tic terms it’s a complete nut 
case idea. Can those coun-
cillors involved conjure up a 
mental picture of ladies and 
gentlemen, tourists and is-
land residents alike, lurking 
in odd corners and indeed, 
public places, if forced by 
nature to do so? 

Also to consider is the is-
sue of campervan own-
ers fl ushing out their toilet 
waste tanks in the nearest 
gutter. Apart from the detri-
mental social, environmen-
tal and public health impact 
which would result from 
such a plan, how would the 
local constabulary react to 
those who may be forced, 
by nature, to break the law 
in this way?

I’m sure there has been 
much debate within the 
community council and 
other local groups about the 
options but total closure of 
the existing sparse facilities 
should not be even consid-
ered.

Correct me if I’m wrong, 
but it is my understand-
ing that there is actually 
no legal obligation on local 
councils to provide public 
toilet facilities. Surely this 
must be a gross omission in 
the local council remit, as 
set out by central govern-
ment. If this is not a com-
pulsory requirement within 
the services provided by lo-
cal councils, then it is time 
that the law was changed to 
make it so.

Meantime, I will be writ-

ing to those who may have 
some infl uence in the mat-
ter. I will certainly not be 
giving my vote to any coun-
cillor, MP or MSP who can 
be seen to even remotely 
support these closure pro-
posals – and I trust that 
many others, both on Arran 
and in North Ayrshire, will 
take the same view.

Yours,
Wren Gentleman,
Lochranza.

Gifts of sunshine
Sir
On a dark winter’s day, ar-
riving home after shopping, 
I found a fl ower pot on my 
doorstep with little shoots 
starting to peep through. 
 It had tinsel around it and 
on turning it round, a label 
said Merry Christmas from 
Lamlash Primary School. I 
hope I am  speaking for all 
the recipients of your lit-
tle gifts of sunshine. Thank 
you and well done Lamlash 
Primary School.
 Thanks to all who support 
you and make this possi-
ble and in teaching the chil-
dren that there is pleasure 
in giving as well as receiv-
ing. I look forward to spring 
and seeing those little fl ow-
ers grow. I hope all at the 
school have a happy and 
successful 2017.

Yours,
Jean A Strachan,
Lamlash.

Embrace badgers 
Sir,
My mum served her time as 
a Land Girl at Home Farm 
in Brodick during the Sec-
ond World War and she, 
along with my dad and one 
brother, are buried at Lam-
lash Cemetery. Another one 
of her brothers and his wife 
have their ashes interred in 
a grave close by.

Given my family’s love 
of nature, I am absolutely 
sure that they would all be 
delighted with the badg-
ers rooting for worms occa-

sionally in this exception-
ally (so far) mild winter. Get 
a grip and embrace the natu-
ral surroundings that you are 
so privileged to enjoy.

Yours,
Greta Logan,
Kilbirnie.

Christmas lights
Sir,
Could I please say a big 
thank you to all of the peo-
ple who donated to the 
Christmas lights in aid of 
the Whiting Bay children’s 
Christmas party.
 The sum raised was £157 
which has been forwarded 
on. Once again thank you 
very much and the lights 

will be back again this year 
for the 28th time.

Yours,
Bernie Jackson,
Whiting Bay.

Ferry service
Sir,
At 10am on Tuesday morn-
ing, the only ferry service 
not running was Ardrossan-
Brodick. There were even 
fi shing boats out plying 
their trade and if Troon is 
not fi t for purpose why has 
the Isle of Arran been tied 
up there for the past 24 
hours?

Yours,
Peter Yates,
Catacol.

John Roberts visited an eighteenth century 
observatory in Jaipur, India.

The Arran Banner regularly receives pictures of its read-
ers enjoying their holidays in far-fl ung and exotic loca-
tions as well as those closer to home. When space allows, 
we like to print these pictures of people who have remem-
bered to take their favourite paper with them.
 In this week’s edition, John Roberts is seen visiting the 
Maharajah’s 18th-century observatory in Jaipur, India, 
with a giant sundial in the background.

Come and see for yourself 
Kenneth Cox, one of Scotland’s leading gardeners, 
clearly has an axe to grind with the National Trust for 
Scotland.

But why he should drag Brodick Castle into what is 
clearly a much wider debate is mystifying. And why 
he, as a respected rhododendron expect, should go 
so far as to say he could not recommend the famous 
Arran gardens to visitors any more seems just sour 
grapes.

Mr Cox, it appears, is a gamekeeper turned poach-
er. He is a former member of the trust’s gardens and 
designed landscapes panel but now says that ‘short-
termism’ in appointing inexperienced gardeners to 
replace veteran employees was causing ‘signifi cant 
and non-reversible deterioration’ in Scotland’s pro-
tected gardens.

As well as writing to trust bosses, the published 
author chose to share his views with the publication 
of his choice, The Times.

We are sure he may have a point. The trust is going 
through a period of tough transition. In October, the 
charity said that it had to cut costs to claw back about 
£4 million a year. About 90 jobs, one-sixth of the 
workforce, are expected to be lost across the country, 
although the trust did not specify which roles were 
vulnerable.

So, yes, maybe there are gardening issues to be ad-
dressed. But why Mr Cox chose to single out just 
three gardens – from an estate of 129 – is baffl ing and 
he gave no justifi cation to his bland statement that the 
Brodick gardens had been so ‘poorly managed by the 
NTS for decades’ that is wasn’t worth going.

As Brodick head gardener Tim Keyworth has asked: 
when was he last here? Since Tim’s arrival from Leith 
Hall in Aberdeenshire more than two years ago the 
Banner has not heard one word of criticism of the gar-
dens. Indeed, there has only been praise as to how 
well they are being looked after and developed.

Now, with a three-year garden investment pro-
gramme of  £1.2 million secured, things can only be 
looking up.

Why not come and see for yourself, Mr Cox?
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Heritage museum in race 
against time after extension 
is complete

How the extension looks from the outside. 01_A01museum04

Isle of Arran heritage muse-
um has completed work on 
its new extension.

Now it has less than three 
months to get the museum 
back in shape for its March 
re-opening.

The extension, which cost 
around £30,000, gives the 
Rosaburn museum more 
space and better conditions 
to store the ever-growing 
archive material and more 
storage space for the arte-
facts upstairs. It also means 
for the fi rst time it will be 
able to provide a public 
reading room where visit-
ing academics and others 
interested in Arran history 
or genealogy can pour over 
the archives in private. 

The extension plan was 
fi rst reported in the Banner 
in July 2015 but funding 
delays set the project back. 
Work fi nally started last au-
tumn and was completed 
just before Christmas.

The new extension dou-
bles the amount of space 
for the social history ar-
chives which will be stored 
in acid-free containers in 
controlled temperatures and 
humidity. 

The collection consists of 
a wide variety of material 
with an Arran connection, 
together with general refer-
ence books.

The archives have 
everything from antiquar-

Manager Tom Macleod and volunteers 
Tricia Botten and Helen Wyld in the 
new storage area. 01_A01museum01

Tom and Stuart at the entrance to the 
extension. 01_A01museum03

Stuart Gough in the new 
archive room. 
01_A01museum02

ian books, photographs, 
maps, documents of all 
types and a complete col-
lection of The Arran Ban-
ner since it began in 1974. 

Details of the archives are 
kept on computer, which to-
gether with the knowledge-
able staff on hand, ensures 
any researcher has an ex-

cellent chance of fi nding 
what they are looking for. 
And they will now have a 
dedicated room in which to 
study it.

The genealogy depart-
ment has also now moved 
to a new, purpose-built 

room within the adminis-
tration stable block. Here, 
people from all over the 
world, via e-mail, letter and 
by phone, contact the mu-
seum genealogists in their 
search for information on 
their Arran ancestors.

Upstairs the new storage 
area will allow some of the 
exhibits, which are rotat-
ed every year for show, to 
be better categorised and 
stored.

Secretary Tom Macleod 
said:  ‘As the archives con-
tinue to grow, we found we 
needed more space and that 
was why we needed the ex-
tension.  Previously anyone 
carrying out research had to 
do so in the archive room 
where the volunteer archi-
vists work. Now we can 
provide a dedicated room 
for the public to examine 
all our records.’

But with the old archive 
room having been cleared 
to allow the new extension 
to be built, Tom admitted it 
will be a race against time 
to get everything ready for 
the re-opening of the mu-
seum on Wednesday March 
29. 

He said: ‘It’s going to be 
all hands to the pumps to be 
ready in time, but we have 
a great bunch of volunteers 
who we can rely on to get 
stuck in and get the work 
done.’

‘It’s going to be all hands to 
the pumps to be ready in time’
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Arran House in Nepal goes
from strength to strength
‘The money raised has made a big difference,’ says Gordon Davidson
Arran artist Gordon Davidson is a regular visitor to Nepal, where he is a keen supporter  
of the Kalaa Jyoti project in which he helped set up Arran House to accommodate  
orphans and provide them with art education and other opportunities.  
Following his most recent visit, he details the progress of the humanitarian effort and 

some of his experiences during his trip before heading back to Nepal next month. 

Last summer the Isle of Arran Distillery put on 
the fourth Kalaa Jyoti art exhibition for Gordon to 
help the poor children from Nepal that the project 
works with. The exhibition raised £2,030. The mon-
ey went directly to buy art material and also into 
the project’s safe house north of Kathmandu. Arran 
House was set up from a fundraising event in Lady 
Jean Fforde’s Strabane garden and a substantial do-
nation from the distillery immediately following the 
earthquake.

Arran House is now up and running with furniture 
donated by Major Prakaash Gurung and his Gur-
kha soldiers stationed in Kathmandu. It is staffed 
by Sankar Adhikari, a Nepalese social worker, and 
Deepak Pun, the accountant.

Gordon said: ‘The idea of the house is to find a 
place for the kids leaving their orphanages, or 
homes, where we can give them college places, 
apprenticeships or jobs – in short, a future for the 
youngsters who would not normally get the chance.’

There are four youngsters in the house now: Sa-
roj, who is studying maths and accountancy; Adeep, 
who is at the art school; and Tenzing and Finjo, who 
are both at the British Gurkha College. Tenzing has 
been involved with Kalaa Jyoti since the start five 
years ago. He was so pleased to have the chance 
to stay in Arran House saying: ‘When I come into  
Arran House, I know I can think and I know now I 
have a future.’

Gordon was making his his sixth visit to con-
tinue the art part of the project and to work with 
the youngsters in Arran House. ‘It’s the first time 
since we started that we had enough watercolours, 
coloured pencils, felt pens, poster paint and ink 
for everyone to work with, rather than having to 
share, so the money raised has made a big differ-
ence,’ said Gordon.

Good education
His most recent visit started in the west where 

Gordon returned to work with a group of children 
from the remote region of Mustang. The young-
sters are cared for by Lama Pasang, who wanted 
to give a good education to the children of his re-
gion. The youngsters are so excited about doing 
art that they have been affectionately named the 
Mustang Monkeys.  

One of them called Ngawang is very interest-
ed in art. Last year his blue-eyed tiger painting 
was put onto T-shirts and it became a really good 
seller. This year he has produced a leopard and a 
peacock to the same standard. The visit contin-
ued with two new joint projects with schools in 
Pokhara. One of the wonderfully named places 
was called the Little Flowers Academy and the 
other was the Srijana Secondary. 

A five-day stay at Tiger Mountain found Gordon 
having to walk down a 2,000 foot hillside in the 
morning to a very small primary for children from 

The Arran House team, are, left to right, Tenzing, Saroj, Adeep, 
Major Prakaash Gurung, Finjo, Deepak and Sankar. 

Gordon Davidson is pictured with the group known as Mustang Monkeys.

Tenzing poses with local monks. 

Children have to descend and scale a steep hillside to attend the 
school at Tiger Mountain.
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Arran House in Nepal goes
from strength to strength
‘The money raised has made a big difference,’ says Gordon Davidson

the local farming community. Most of the children 
were from very poor backgrounds. Then he had to 
walk round the mountain to the secondary in the 
afternoon. And then he had to walk back up the 
mountain, with special instructions to keep an eye 
out for leopards, in the afternoon.

Gordon said: ‘An instruction like that sharpens 
the mind – and it makes you walk faster. It has re-
ally improved my leg muscles!’

On the trips in the past Gordon has always stayed 
in basic rooms and very humble dwellings but on 
Tiger Mountain he was put up in a luxury lodge 
owned by a friend of Richard Morris, one of the 
Gurkha offi cers who runs Kalaa Jyoti. 

Commenting on his stay in the Tiger Mountain, 
Gordon said: ‘I think it was maybe a reward for all 
my times staying in poor places that I am used to 
on these trips. I had my own lodge on the side of 
a mountain in the Himalayas, with an infi nity pool 
refl ecting the stunning Annapurna range and every 
time I went out a wee fairy tidied up my room and 
pulled the mosquito nets. It was a short-lived mi-
rage, though, as the next part of the trip involved 
travelling up on of the roads featured on the TV se-
ries The World’s Most Dangerous Roads.’

In Kathmandu, he returned to the Himalaya 
Boarding School, where he worked with a group 
of poor children who are gifted in art. The project 
is held in the school in the morning before classes 
start and is a very well supported part of the pro-
ject. The principal of the school, Khem Ghimire, 
is a very forward-thinking man who employs a 
young art teacher called Suresh two days a week, 
which is almost unheard of in Nepal. 

At this point Gordon was supposed to begin 
working with a home for children with HIV but 

the invitation Kalaa Jyoti received suddenly dis-
appeared when Gordon arrived and the project 
never got off the ground. This meant he could 
spend more time with the Arran House boys organ-
ising trips out, walks and doing unusual art such as 
throwing clay and jewellery making. 

Meetings were arranged with the educational ad-
viser to the prime minister, who thought the pro-
ject is brilliant. He was also taken on a tour of the 
Gurkha HQ in Kathmandu, and interviewed on the 
Gurkha radio. There was also a coffee with an old 
friend of Kalaa Jyoti, the former Nepalese ambas-
sador who opened the exhibition in the Arran Dis-
tillery back in 2013. 

Great memories
He was full of praise for what the distillery was 

doing for ‘his Nepali children’ and he was also full 
of great memories about his day on Arran and how 
kind the people were on his offi cial visit.

An exhibition is planned for May in the Nepal 
Embassy in London and another in the Kathman-
du Guest House, a place credited with starting the 
tourism industry in Nepal after they hosted the 
Beatles there in the 1960s. Following massive de-
struction in the earthquake, they have built a new 
exhibition space for Nepali artists and visiting in-
ternational artists.

The Arran House boys are now away home to 
their villages for Dahsain, the biggest festival in 
Nepal. Saroj is sponsored by a lady from the Unit-
ed States and Tenzing has found a Glasgow art-
ist who is paying for half his educational fees. If 
any one would like to get involved with sponsoring 
any part of the project, it would be very welcome. 
You can get in touch with Gordon at Prospect in 
Corrie on 01770 810213.

Pupils at the Himalaya Boarding School show o�  some of the 
children’s art. 

Ngawang with his tiger painting that was 
printed onto T-shirts.

Gordon Davidson visited the children at the Tiger Mountain 
School. 
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Arran artist Tim Pomeroy is 
holding a second major solo 
exhibition in New Bond 
Street, London, this month. 

Tim is showing with The 
Fine Art Society (FAS), an 
established London insti-
tution that has represented 

Prospective councillors offered 
guidance ahead of local elections
Potential candidates look-
ing to be elected as council-
lors are being offered guid-
ance on the process ahead 
of the local council elec-
tions in May.

A briefi ng session for can-
didates and their agents is 
being hosted by North Ayr-
shire Council’s chief exec-
utive and returning offi cer 
Elma Murray next month.

The event will be open to 
anyone considering stand-
ing whether, it’s on behalf 
of a political party or as an 
independent candidate. 

As well as providing ad-
vice on the electoral pro-
cess, the session will also 
give potential council-

lors an insight into the role 
and expectations of elected 
members.

Changes introduced by 
the Boundary Commission 
mean that North Ayrshire 
will have new ward bound-
aries and elect three more 
councillors – a total of 33 
– at the election on May 4. 
However, as reported in last 
week’s Banner, Arran will 
lose one of its four council-
lors.

Mrs Murray said: ‘The 
electoral process can be a 
complex one, particularly if 
it is your fi rst involvement, 
so the session is a great 
opportunity for people to 
come along and see what is 

required of them before the 
election.

‘The role of a North Ayr-
shire councillor is a varied 
and hugely challenging one 
and the session provides an 
overview of what is expect-
ed. 

‘We will be there to an-
swer any questions po-
tential councillors or their 
agents might have.’

The briefi ng for prospec-
tive candidates and their 
agents will be held on Mon-
day February 20 in the 
Council Chambers, Cun-
ninghame House, Irvine 
and starts at 5.30pm. An-
yone interested in attend-
ing should email elec-
tions@north-ayrshire.gov.
uk or call 01294 324710 or 
324713 by Monday Febru-
ary 13 to advise of their at-
tendance.

Tim stages exhibition at
famous London gallery

One of 14 sculptures for an exhibition called Ritual 
Geometries is packed into a crate.

Tim Pomeroy prepares 
a sculpture for 
transportation to his 
London exhibition. 

the best British artists since 
1876. The society used to 
have branches in London, 
Glasgow and Edinburgh but 
now only retains the Edin-
burgh gallery in Dundas 
Street where Tim showed 
in November 2015 and the 
London premises.

The new London exhi-
bition is called Ritual Ge-
ometries consisting of 14 
sculptures in stone and 
wood based on inspirations 
drawn from nature and the 
designed world combined 
with notions of ritual in its 
widest sense.

‘The sculptures are de-
signed to infer rather than 
to state a purpose. I want 
the spectator to be inspired, 
to imagine a purpose or a 
role that any given sculp-
ture should play,’ said Tim. 
‘For me they are a kind of 

language … one for which 
words are less adequate.’ 

A Scottish newspaper fea-
tured a full page spread and 
interview with Tim on Box-
ing Day. When asked about 
a career high, he said: ‘To 
be showing in Bond Street 
with FAS is an achievement 
in itself, to sell work there-
after is a real bonus.’

The showing is a major 
exhibition of Tim’s most 
recent work and he hopes 
it cements further relation-
ships with the fi ne art soci-
eties in London and Edin-
burgh. 

Tim said: ‘There will be 
another Edinburgh exhi-
bition at some point in the 
near future, based on the 
success of the last Dundas 
Street show. The success of 
the Bond Street show will, I 
hope, give me security with 

the London gallery for the 
next two or three years.’

Tim is driving the works 
to London himself in a van 
borrowed from Filtec own-
er Bill Smith of Machrie. 
The second lift of six works 
weighing 1.2 tons left Arran 
last week to arrive in Lon-
don the following day for 
arranging. He took the fi rst, 
smaller works down for a 
pre-Christmas preview the 
week before Christmas. 

Tim trained and taught 
at Gray’s School of Art in 
Aberdeen. He has been 
self-supporting since 1983. 
Locally, he exhibits in Ar-
ran Art Gallery and every 
year at Arran Open Studi-
os and is working on sev-
eral private commissions 
for clients on and off the is-
land. His works feature in 
the permanent collections 

of the Kelvingrove and the 
National Museum of Scot-
land. He also has sculptures 
in public spaces on Arran 
viewable all year round and 
in collections like Chat-
sworth, Cawdor Castle and 
the Esmee Fairbairn Foun-

dation. The exhibition, 
which opened on Tuesday, 
runs until January 30 and 
further details and an online 
catalogue can be viewed on 
the gallery website at www.
faslondon.com or by phon-
ing Sara on 02076 295116.

Chair Yoga  with Gillian

WEDNESDAYS from 18th January 11.00-12.00
In Molios Church Hall , Shiskine

THURSDAYS from 19th January 10.30 - 11.30
At the Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick 

Enjoy the bene� ts of Yoga while sitting & sometimes
standing with the support of a chair.

Tel: 07876 260396

for senior citizens and 
mobility impaired

1 hour 
class is 
£5.00
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competitionsOFFERS&

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after 
closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email 
address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at 
www.scottishfield.co.uk Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 January 2017.

WIN 
A WINTER BREAK WITH ARGYLL HOLIDAYS

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question:  
In which national park is Stratheck located? 

Winter in the Argyll Forest is Scotland at its best. Trees as far as the eye 
can see, snow capped mountains and tranquil lochs all make for a relaxing 
magical short winter break. 

Argyll Holidays has eight award winning holiday parks from the 
peaceful, wi-fi free Loch Lomond for a digital detox to the secluded Stratheck 

with its breath-taking views, winter breaks have never been so relaxing. 
Argyll Holidays is offering one lucky reader the chance to win a three 

or five night stay at one of its stunning Holiday Parks, worth £850. The 
prize includes accommodation for up to 6 people in a luxury woodland 
lodge, plus a choice of outdoor activities. 

Cotterell & Co, one of the country’s leading suppliers of 
lighting, furniture and home accessories, have teamed up with 
Scottish Field to offer one lucky reader £200 worth of bespoke 
lampshades.

These will be handmade in Cotterell & Co’s Glasgow design 
studio by their skilled in-house lampshade makers. Select your 
perfect lampshade material from their comprehensive fabric 
library featuring hundreds of colours and patterns. From plain 
silks, through to patterns, tartans and velvets and you can also 
supply your own material to be made up into lampshades.
Whether you require a lampshade for a pendant, table or 
floor lamp they have got it covered. Various sizes and shapes 
are available. You will be booked in for a consultation with a 
Cotterell & Co lighting expert to ensure you receive the perfect 
lampshades.

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: Where is the 
Cotterell & Co design studio located?

WIN 
£200 WORTH OF BESPOKE PENDANT AND TABLE LAMPSHADES  

HANDMADE FOR YOU BY COTTERELL & CO.

Winner to place an order by 31 December 2017. Cannot be redeemed for cash or other products.

Terms and conditions:  •The winner can choose from either a four night mid-week break (Mon-Fri) or three night weekend break (Fri-Mon). Accommodation is in a luxury woodland lodge at Stratheck Holiday park for up  
to six people. • Also included is an outdoor activity for up to six people to the value of £200. Winners will be able to choose from a selected list of activities available at the time of their stay.  

• The prize is subject to availability and excludes 23 Dec-22 Jan, there is no cash alternative. • The prize must be taken before 1 April 2017. 

166-167_sf01.indd   166 28/11/2016   12:22:04

To enter, send your answer, name, address, telephone number and email address to Scottish Field Competitions, Wyvex Media, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5 2DL. 
Closing date is January 31, 2017. Entrants must be 18 or over.
Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after closing 
date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further infor-
mation from promoter. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. This competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications.

Waxwings venture to Arran 
to beat food shortage

Blackcap male, one of a number of unusual garden 
birds seen this month. Photo: Angela Cassels.

Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels
FOR DECEMBERThe weather in December 

was characterised by mild 
temperatures with the ther-
mometer staying above 
freezing point all month. 

Indeed, the average tem-
perature was three degrees 
warmer than November. It 
was also 25 per cent dri-
er than last December but 
in the few days leading up 
to Christmas the island was 
swept by storm force Atlan-
tic fronts. 

Waxwings, fi rst report-
ed in November, contin-
ued to be spotted through-
out December including 20 
photographed by the Goat-
fell track on 2nd and 13 in 
a garden in Corrie on 30th.

These berry-loving, col-
ourful birds from Northern 
Europe sometimes venture 
into the UK during win-
ter if there is a shortage of 
food in their Scandinavian 
breeding area. While they 
are not reported every win-
ter in the UK, let’s hope 
they continue to be reported 
on Arran this winter.

Other winter visitors in-
cluded: 80 rook on Clachaig 
Farm on 1st, 300 fi eldfare 
and 60 redwing at the en-
trance to Cnoc na Dail on 
10th, 12 purple sandpi-
per on Hamilton Rock also 
on 10th, two brambling in 
Sliddery on 26th and six 
yellowhammer in Hazel-
burn on 27th.

Wintering wildfowl 
were to the fore includ-
ing: 22 pink-footed goose 
in Shiskine on 2nd, 156 
teal at Kilpatrick Point on 
3rd, a tufted duck on Mos-
send Pond on 7th, 400 grey-
lag goose in Shiskine on 
9th, 20 common scoter and 
36 wigeon in Cosyden on 
10th, two whooper swan 

in Shiskine also on 10th, a 
long staying female scaup 
by the Fisherman’s Walk 
also on 10th and three gold-
eneye on Mossend Pond on 
29th.

Groups of wintering birds 
included: 400 starling in 
Sliddery on 4th, 42 lapwing 
in Kilpatrick on 6th, eight 
black-throated diver and 

the Iorsa on 4th, two jack 
snipe in Hazelburn also on 
4th, a female merlin hunt-
ing over Shiskine Golf 
Course also on 4th, two lit-
tle grebe in Loch Ranza on 
10th, fi ve fulmar on Dru-
madoon Cliffs on 11th, a 
dipper at Glenashdalewa-
terfoot on 26th and a spec-
tacular display by an im-

ganser including fi ve off 
Rubha Salach on  31st.  

Date for your diary: the 
Big Garden Birdwatch 
from Saturday January 28 
to Monday January 30.

That weekend, stock up 
your bird feeders and spend 
an hour watching your gar-
den birds. 

Note down the highest 
number you see of each 
bird species.

Last year nearly half a 
million people throughout 
the UK and more than 30 
on Arran took part in this 
valuable exercise. For more 
information and to get the 
free starter pack, visit the 
RSPB website Big Garden 
Birdwatch http://www.rspb.
org.uk/birdwatch/ If you do 
decide to take part, please 
share your records with me.

Enjoy your birding 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk.

I look forward to hearing 
from you.  

For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Atlas 2007-
2012 as well as the Arran 
Bird Report 2015 and visit 
www.arranbirding.co.uk

Waxwings in a tree by the Goatfell track.
Photo: Kate Sampson.

A large group of purple sandpiper were seen on 
Hamilton Rock in December. Photo: Brian Couper.

Teal, one of many wintering wildfowl. Photo: Carl Reavey.

fi ve great northern diver in 
Cosyden on 10th, 112 gold-
en plover at Machriewa-
terfoot on 11th, 200 chaf-
fi nch in Sliddery on 12th, 
37 turnstone in Kildonan 
on 13th and more than 400 
common and herring gulls 
on Silver Sands on 14th.

Gardens provided a safe 
refuge for some birds and 
among the more unusual re-
cords received, as well as 
the Waxwings mentioned 
earlier in these bird notes, 
were: a male blackcap in 
Kilpatrick on 5th, nine coal 
tit also in Kilpatrick on 6th, 
fi ve long-tailed tit in Alma 
Park on 23rd and a great 
spotted woodpecker in 
Margnaheglish on 25th.   

Other interesting records 
this month included: a male 
goosander at the mouth of 

mature white-tailed eagle 
being mobbed by buzzard 
in Clauchan Glen on 17th. 

Other noteworthy records 
included shelduck returning 
to the island, fi rst to Cleats 
Shore on 9th, after their 
autumn absence for their 
post-breeding moult.  In ad-
dition, there were reports of 
courting red-breasted mer-
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TWENTY
YEARS AGO

Saturday 18 January, 1997

All the girls in the Kelly family with the new arrival. From left: Gillian with 
Sophie, Alison with baby boy Andrew,  and grandmother Marilyn with Debra 
and Lorna with Joanne. B02twe01

Alison Kelly of Lamlash proudly shows 
off her new son Andrew. 

His arrival into the world was far from 
straightforward though, as he was deliv-
ered on the bathroom fl oor of Alison’s 
home. 

The former Arran High School pupil now 
lives in Haverfordwest in South Wales 
where her partner Archie Robb is a stock-
man in charge of a dairy herd. 

It was Archie who delivered the couple’s 
latest addition to the family.

The story emerged last week when Ali-
son visited her mum Marilyn and family 
back on Arran. Alison was pregnant with 
her second baby and the drill was she was 
to let the hospital, 10 miles away, know 
when she was going into labour.

On December 28 last year she felt the 
baby coming and phoned Archie who was 
back in 10 minutes and told Alison they 

would go to the hospital by car. But a lot 
had happened in those 10 minutes and Ali-
son replied: ‘No way, I’m having this baby 
now.’

Back in Lamlash, mum Marilyn only 
heard the story after the baby had been 
safely delivered. She said: ‘If he had 
phoned me earlier I would have been ill.’

Baby Andrew made his fi rst visit to Ar-
ran last weekend.

Marilyn said: ‘Archie’s very modest 
about it, but I think he is quite pleased.’

Andrew is the fi rst boy in Alison’s family 
for several generations. 

 On the beat
The Banner spent a night shift with Strath-
clyde Police on Arran. And what night 
could be better than a busy Hogmanay?

It was an eventful night with many rev-
ellers enjoying their evening and thankful-
ly not too many incidents, as our photo-
graphs show.

Police visit licensed premises 
to ensure celebrations are 

under control. B02twe05New Year revellers huddle around the dying embers of a � re on a bitterly cold 
evening at Catacol. B02twe02

Hazel Connery and Shona Lane brought in the New Year at Steamers, Lamlash. 
B02twe03

There was dancing on the tables in Whiting Bay to bring in the New Year. B02twe04

 Special delivery
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout fl y fi shing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, garden open 9am-dusk
Arran Brewery Fri - Sat 10am - 5pm Sun - Wed 12.30pm - 5pm
Lamlash tennis courts/putting green Open all day
Soap making and candle dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 14th January
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family games  
Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets surgery 9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets reception 9.30am - 12 
noon 
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Blackwaterfoot bowls  
Bowling Club, 1.15pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am
Live music – End of the Century The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

Sunday 15th January
Family games  
Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’ Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Taigi & Oigong Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Arran Churches Together – service of Christian Unity                    Lamlash church, noon 
Live music – pre-recorded session The PHT, Lamlash, 3pm

Monday  16th January 
Over-50s badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall adults and over-10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Arran bridge Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lamlash Church Hall  3:30 - 4:00pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Brodick – Arran Active   4:15 - 4:45pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Corrie – Breagha Holistic Beauty   5:00 - 5:30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Shiskine Church Hall   5:15 - 5:45pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Brodick Church Kitchen   - 5:45 - 6:15pm
Scottish country dancing for beginners and improvers Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm

Tuesday 17th January
Pop quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
RunArran run coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Open cricket session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow yoga Corrie & Sannox Hall, 6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Metafi t Arran High School, 6pm
Pilates Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Scottish country dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Winter bowls  Auchrannie, 7pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lochranza Arran Distillery Visitor Centre   3:30 - 4:00pm 

 Wednesday 18th January
Rock and pop bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high school kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum archives and genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Auchrannie Spa, Brodick, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Drift Inn quiz Lamlash, 9pm 
Mixed hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow yoga Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery & Nattery Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Bus Pass club meal The PHT, 12 noon - 2.30pm
Chair yoga St Molios church hall, Shiskine, 11am - 12noon
Arran Access Trust AGM Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 7.30pm
Indian themed night The PHT, Lamlash, 5pm - 9pm

Thursday 19th January
Morning fi tness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General knowledge quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Ladies hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Front Green, 6.45am
Burger and quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Mixed Martial Arts/XFit Balmichael Centre, 7pm 
Arran Bridge Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine Cub Scouts and Beavers Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library,7.30pm - 9.30pm

Friday 20th January
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza children’s badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza adults’ badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
AA meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran High School, Lamlash Adults,7pm -8.30pm
Karaoke/disco The PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
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PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Trade Classifi eds

SELF STORAGE

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing 
of advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the 
one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the 
publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer 
in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the 
event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, 
it is agreed that matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher 
will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund 
or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one 
or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge 
a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the 
original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

UNDER

£30
FREE!
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The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ
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Scottish 
Calendars 2017

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM
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Public Notices

Properties

Recruitment

Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Leisure Assistant

Receptionist

Restaurant Manager

Restaurant Floor Manager

F&B Assistants
(flexible working hours available)

Beauty Therapists

Chefs (all levels)

Playbarn Assistant 
(flexible working hours available)

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Benefits include family leisure club membership 
worth up to £800 and other discounts within 

the resort.

Senior Maintenance Engineer
Auchrannie Resort are looking to recruit an 
experienced Maintenance Engineer with a 

clear M&E background, as well as supervisory 
experience for a senior position with our 

Maintenance department

Painter/Decorator
We are also looking for someone with extensive 
decorating experience to join further enhance 

our team

An excellent package is available for the right 
person, including Leisure Club membership and a 

variety of resort discounts.

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Job Opportunity with
North Ayrshire Council

Catering Assistant (Part Time/Term Time) | NAY02102   
Permanent | 12.50 hours weekly  
2 Available posts | £7.72 - £8.44 

Closing Date 24th January 2017

Arran High School, Lamlash, Isle of Arran 

For further details and to apply visit 
www.myjobscotland.gov.uk/councils/north-ayrshire-council

We are an equal opportunities employer so please inform us of any 
special needs you may have.

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL: EDUCATION AND YOUTH EMPLOYMENT
CHILDREN ENTITLED TO START P1 – SESSION 2017/2018

Children who attain the age of 5 years between 1 March 2017 and 28 February 2018 
should be registered for education during the week commencing Monday 16 January 
2017.
As times vary from school to school, parents are asked to check registration 
arrangements with the appropriate catchment primary school for the area in which 
they live. The child’s birth certificate and proof of address should be produced at the 
time of registration.
Information on Registration can be found on the Council’s web site: 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages). 
If you wish your child to attend a school outwith your catchment area, then you must 
submit a placing request which you can do online at www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
(Education and Learning Pages). 
Placing request assistance can also be obtained by telephoning 01294 310000. 
Registration at your catchment area school does not guarantee entry to that school.
JOHN BUTCHER, Executive Director (Education and Youth Employment)

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION

AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Planning Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine, between 09.00-16.45 
weekdays (16.30 Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk
*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Executive Director (Economy & 
Communities) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 03.02.17. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1)

16/01214/PP; Ornalinn, Knowe Road, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Part change of use and 
extension to dwellinghouse to form veterinary surgery (Amendment to Planning 
Approval N/16/00536/PP).
16/01217/PP; Site To South West Of Lismore Lodge, Torbeg Country Chalets, Shiskine, 
Brodick; Erection of storage shed.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Arran Access Trust AGM 
Wednesday 18th January, 7.30pm at 

the Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick
with guest speaker Angus Miller, Chair of 

the Scottish Geodiveristy Forum
www.arran-access-trust.org.uk

LONG LET IN 
LAMLASH

Modern 2 bed roomed balconied house 
50 meters from shore.  Centre of village

completely furnished suitable for 2 people

£600 per month plus ctax
Sorry - no pets or DHSS

Tel: 01770 600795 or Mob: 07813622059

LONG LET IN 
SHISKINE

3 Bed House Available 
Tel:  07740 986803

HELP NEEDED
For three bedroom holiday 

cottage in Kilpatrick.
Sunday changeovers

Please call Caroline Fleming 
07836 346902
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CHURCH NOTICES

DAVID JAMES 
MACFARLANE.

Helen, Dougie, Eilidh, Fiona 
and Family would like to 

thank everyone for coming 
to Davids funeral on Friday, 

to Lamlash church for a 
lovely service, Isla for all the 
running about, Meg, Serge 
and staff for the great lunch 
and professional service and 
David and Clair Hendry for 
funeral arrangements, a total 

of £325 was raised for the 
hospital supporters league.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 15th January 

11.00 am.
 Short Said Holy Communion. 

Mr John Roberts.
 (The brief service is to give 

worshippers time to attend the 
Christian Unity Service

at 12.00)
ALL WELCOME

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

CELEBRATION OF
CHRISTIAN UNITY:
Sunday 15th January

at 12.00 noon in 
Lamlash Church
With Arran Brass

 Preacher: Rev Leslie Edge. 
Offering to Prince and

Princess of Wales Hospice. 
ALL WELCOME.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson,
 Parish Assistant:
 Mrs Jean hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 15th January

Christian Unity Sunday when 
all the island churches meet to 
worship together at 12noon in 

Lamlash Church.
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
 KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 15th January
 There will be a shortened

service in Whiting Bay and 
Kildonan Church at 10.30am 
as Arran Churches Together 
are celebrating The Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity in 
Lamlash Church of Scotland 

at 12noon.
  All most welcome.  

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223
 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 15th January
Rev Lily McKinnon
Kilmory: No Service

Lamlash 12 noon
Service of Christian Unity
Rev Leslie Edge, Chaplain, 
Rince & Princess of Wales 

Hospice
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 15th January
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

 (continuing)
Sunday 15th January 
Morning service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick.

Evening service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All Welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 15th January

Joining with the service of 
Christian unity 12noon

Lamlash church
Wednesday at 7.30pm

Home fellowship group for
 bible study and prayer.

Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm in

 ORMIDALE PAVILION
 (due to renovations at church)
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

Triathlon club in benefactor plea
The Arran Junior Triathlon Club is appealing to the gen-
erous benefactor who made a £600 donation to get in 
touch. Coach Craig Wood said: ‘About three months 
ago I was given a cheque for the club. It was early in 
the morning and during a swim at the hotel pool. Em-
barrassingly, I have either lost or misplaced this and I 
hope that the kind-hearted individual can get in touch 
with me as it is a lot of money for the club.’

Contact Craig at craig.wood10@yahoo.com or 
through the Banner.

Arran Bridge results
The results of the Arran Bridge Club aggregate competi-
tion held at Brodick on Thursday January 5 were as fol-
lows: 1 Janie Maclure and Anne McKelvie, 2 Jan and John 
Beattie, 3= Tricia Martin and Douglas Hamilton, 3= Mar-
garet MacGill and Jessmay Peacock, 3= Margaret and 
Douglas Bruce.

The results of the aggregate competition held at Lam-
lash on Monday January 9 were as follows; N/S: 1 Jan and 
John Beattie, 2 Tricia Martin and David Campbell, 3 Mor-
ag Gardner and Brenda Livingstone. E/W: 1 Ellie and Mel 
Jones, 2 Margaret and  Douglas Bruce, 3 Elaine Duncan 
and Jean Barclay.

Corrie Golf Club was bathed in sunshine on New Year’s Day. Photo Allan Napier

Lamlash Golf Club
Monday January 2, course 
backwards. A large turn-
out and good weather made 
this a very successful day. 
1 Serge El Adm 85-20=65, 
2 I Murchie 76-5=71 BIH, 
3 C Rae 85-14=71. Best 
scratch, I Murchie 76. Mag-
ic twos, Scott Campbell 
@14th.

Thursday January 5, yel-
low medal. 1 I Brem-
ner 69-8=61, 2 Q J Young 
80-14=66. Magic twos, I 
Bremner @4th.

Sunday January 8, win-
ter league/Duncan Trophy, 
played at Machrie Golf 
Club.

The third round games 
went ahead on schedule de-
spite the String Road clo-
sure. Thanks to Machrie for 
hosting and to David Jef-
frey for the condition of 
the course. For the time of 
year, the greens were su-
perb although wet under-
foot which made things 
tricky. Thanks also to Clare 
and the girls for the soup 
and rolls. The games all 
went with the same score-
line with Brodick, Lamlash 
and Whiting Bay all win-
ning by three games to one.

After three rounds of 
matches, Lamlash lead the 
fi eld on fi ve points with 
Brodick, Whiting Bay 
and Shiskine all on four. 
Machrie have one point and 
Corrie are yet to score. 

Fixtures: Sunday January 
15, Glenburn Cup, 9.30am 
and 12noon. Thursday Jan-
uary 19, yellow medal, 18 
holes at 11am. Sunday Feb-
ruary 5, draw: Brodick v 
Shiskine, Whiting Bay v 
Lamlash, Corrie v Machrie. 
All at 10am sharp, all go to 
allotted tees and wait till 
10am and a clear fairway 
ahead.

Corrie Golf Club
Monday January 2, Mon-
day Cup. The fi rst Mon-
day Cup of the year result-
ed in three players tying on 
net 62. 1 R Burke 71-9=62, 
2 A MacDonald 69-7=62, 3 
P Moran 81-19=62, Mag-
ic twos from R Burke and J 
McConnachie. 

Saturday January 7, Win-
ter Cup. Very good entry of 

19 competitors with some 
excellent scores, now that 
the holes are in sensible 
positions. Steven Beards-
ley led the way, closely fol-
lowed by the in-form Ray-
mond Burke. 1 S Beardsley 
67-7=60, 2 R Burke 72 
-11-61, 3 D Jeffrey 71-8-
63. Lots of magic twos so 
the acting match secre-
tary decided to have a draw 
with Matthew MacDonald 
scooping the pot. 

Scratch, Ewan McKinnon 
64.

Fixture: Saturday Janu-
ary 14, Winter Cup, stroke-
play. Draws at 8.30am and 
noon.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday January 8, AGA 
Winter League. Following 
an uncharacteristic hiccup 
in the last round, Whiting 
Bay got back to winning 
ways with a three-and-
one victory over Shiskine 
at Machrie. No mean feat 
against a good Shiskine 
side, many of whom are 
also Machrie members. 
Well done to all who played 
on a morning with very 
wet underfoot conditions. 
Onwards now to a game 
against Lamlash in the next 
round at Brodick.

Fixture: Sunday January 
15, Winter Cup round four. 
Usual 10am draw.

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Saturday January 7, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup, CSS 
65. 1 J Pennycott, 36pts 
BIH, 2 P Betley 36pts, 3 C 
Laing 33pts BIH.

Tuesday January 10, 
Winter Cup. 1 J Pennycott 
76-12=64, 2 C Laing 80-
15=65,  3 B Sherwood  78-
12=66

Fixtures: Tuesday Jan-
uary 17, Lochranza Ho-
tel Cup at noon. Tuesday 
January 24, Winter Cup,  
noon.

Shiskine Golf Club
Sunday January 1, Alan 
Smith Plate, 33 played,  par 
44, CSS 46. Silver: 1 and 
scratch: Liz Kerr 54-9 = 
45, 2: Kema Genda 54-7 = 
47. Bronze: 1 Fiona Scott 
65-15 =50, 2 Rosemary 
Baillie 67-15=52. Congrat-
ulations Liz.

Brodick Golf Club
Wednesday 4 January, 
Wednesday Cup. 1 Terry 
Raeside 69-10=59, 2 
Charles O’Neill 77-15=62. 
Terry had the only magic 
two at the 7th.Machrie Bay golf course.
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Death
McGregor

Club enjoy a festive ride-out
Arran Riding Club had a 
festive ride through Roots 
of Arran and Glen Cloy, 
with mulled wine, hot 
chocolate and mince pies 
served at the Viewpoint car 
park. 

The club’s Elanor McNa-

The riders make their way through the streets of 
Brodick.

mara said: ‘Many thanks to 
everyone who came along 
in between storms and 
made it a lovely day. 

‘And a special thanks to 
Nick of photoGNick Arran 
for taking some great pic-
tures of everybody.’

Yvonne Bailey takes the burn in her stride on Fern. Niamh Gosman crosses a burn on Fred. 

The group enjoys a pit stop at the viewpoint car park.

Kirsty Morrison with Emma Popplewell’s pony Fudge. 
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Sport
Police power to victory
as Arran draw a blank

Arran 0
Police Scotland 13

Arran put up a spirited per-
formance against a good 
Glasgow police side in their 
fi rst BT West Division 3 
fi xture of 2017 at Ormidale 
Park on Saturday.

The home side gave as 
good as they got and could 
have gone ahead fi rst but 

two long-range penalties 
from the boot of Sam Tat-
terfi eld, one from inside his 
own half, missed the goal-
posts.

The police went ahead late 
in the fi rst half with a well 
worked try into the corner, 
but they missed the conver-
sion and the half fi nished 
with the police leading 5-0.

The second half proved 
to be more of the same and 
Arran had their chances, 
but the police saw out the 
match with the second try 
and a penalty.

Today (Saturday) Arran 
travel to the Borders where 
they will face Moffat, who 
sit three places above them 
in the league.

Niall McMaster tries to � nd a way through the 
opposition defence. 01_B02rugby01

Chris Ewart is caught as he tries to evade the police 
defence. 01_B02rugby04

A police player drives through the Arran defence to score their � rst-half try. 
01_B02rugby03 Addie Adamson jumps in the lineout to win the ball. 01_B02rugby07

Gregor Adamson in full � ight with the ball.
01_B02rugby05


