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Lamlash Cemetery has been dug up by badgers. More photographs of the 
damage on page 2. 01_B01cemetery01

Shock at
closure of
Drift Inn
The Drift Inn in Lamlash has 
shut its doors, possibly for 
the last time, under the cur-
rent management.

The shock news emerged 
on Hogmanay when proprie-
tors Euan and Amy Hender-
son announced their tradi-
tional New Year’s Eve bash 
would their last night.

The couple, who took over 
the lease of the bar and bistro 
in early 2013, said they felt 
it was the right time to close 
the Drift Inn but said they 
had no immediate plans.

Mr Henderson told The 
Banner the fi nal straw had 
been the loss of his head chef 
and another chef last week-
end.

Before the closure on Hog-
manay, he posted on Face-
book that as a result of a 
‘series of unfortunate cir-
cumstances’ there would 
no food service, apart from 
pre-booked evening meals.
He added: ‘Pending some big 
discussions, this could poten-
tially be our last night open,’ 
which he later confi rmed. ‘To 
our family and friends, please 
don’t worry. Apart from a 
bit of stress, we are all fi ne.
To everyone who has sup-
ported us in these past few 
years we thank you so very, 
very much and hope that all 
works out and we serve you 
again in the future. If not, we 
wish you all the very best for 
a new year ahead.’

The Drift Inn is owned 
by Challenger Inns and 
the closure means sever-
al job losses. Mr Hender-
son previously worked at 

Badgers cause havoc
at Lamlash Cemetery

Lamlash Cemetery has been 
left like a ploughed fi eld af-
ter an invasion of badgers. 

A number of gardens in 
the village have also been 
badly churned up amid con-
cerns there has been a big 
increase in the badger pop-
ulation on the island.

At the cemetery, badg-
er setts have serious dam-
aged the well-kept grass 
across a huge area, includ-
ing around the lairs them-
selves, and left one resi-
dent describing the area as 
looking ‘like it had recently 
been ploughed’.

Kate McAdam of Lam-
lash, who has relations bur-
ied in the cemetery, visit-
ed on Boxing Day with her 
husband and said: ‘It is very 
sad to see the cemetery in 
this state. At this time of the 
year when people are vis-
iting their departed loved 
ones, it must be upsetting 
for them to see the extent of 
the damage at the cemetery. 
I believe many Lamlash 

residents have recently had 
their gardens turned over by 
badgers and I wonder how 
deep the problem goes.’

The nocturnal crea-
tures, which can grow up 
to 70cms long and weigh 
more than 18kgs, live in 
burrow systems with un-
derground tunnels that can 
have more than 40 entranc-
es and be up to 30ms long.

Alex Dickinson of Blair-
beg Farm above Lamlash 
said: ‘I never saw badgers 
when I was growing up but 
this year my front lawn has 
been churned up three times 
already. 

‘I have had to re-lay the 
grass twice now after they 
peeled away the top layer 
of turf leaving the ground 
underneath completely ex-
posed. 

‘Anecdotally I have been 
told that when badger num-
bers increase, then the pop-
ulation of hedgehogs goes 
down and visa versa.’

Badgers are a protected 
species in Scotland and ac-
cording to the Protection of 
Badgers Act 1992 it is an 
offence to kill, injure or ill-

treat a badger or to interfere 
with a sett by damaging or 
destroying it, including ob-
structing access to the sett. 
Tunnels are usually about 
100cms under the surface 
and end in a chamber where 
the adults and cubs sleep. 
They do not hibernate over 
winter but can sleep and 
survive off their fat reserves 
built up over the autumn 
when they fatten up for the 
winter.

Yoly Campbell, also of 
Lamlash, has experienced 
an increase of  badger setts 
near her property over the 
last two years and suggest-

ed a good way of avoid-
ing damage to the grass 
and unsightly brown patch-
es was to re-lay the top lay-
er of grass. She said: ‘If you 
catch it quickly, you can 
re-lay the grass which will 
then grow back again. That 
is what I do. I like badgers 
and there is no need to harm 
them. Your grass will grow 
back albeit a bit lumpy 
bumpy.’ 

A North Ayrshire Coun-
cil spokesperson said: ‘We 
have been actively trying to 
seek a solution to the badg-
er issue at Lamlash Cem-
etery since the problems 

fi rst arose over the festive 
period. Clearly, the dam-
age to the grass at the cem-
etery cannot continue but 
we are mindful of the pro-
tection given to the animals 
and will deal with the prob-
lem in accordance with the 
Protection of Badgers Act 
1992.

‘We are working with a 
specialist company to car-
ry out a survey of the cem-
etery to fi nd a way to tackle 
the problem and are contin-
ually carrying out repairs 
to the damaged grass areas 
whilst we identify a longer-
term solution.’

‘I never saw badgers when I 
was growing up but this year my 
front lawn has been churned up 
three times already’

Continued on page 2
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It pays to advertise in the Banner

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£35.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

The popular Drift Inn. 

Two ferries in 
refit cover
Two ferries have been 
brought into service on the 
Brodick to Ardrossan ferry 
route while the MV Cale-
donian Isles undergoes her 
annual refi t.

Because of their smaller 
size, the ferries are running 
eight sailings each way on 
most days, instead of the 
usual fi ve.

Since later on Tuesday, 
the MV Hebridean Isles 
has been covering the route 
with the MV Isle of Arran 
as back up. 

Royalty
MV Hebridean Isles, Ei-

leanan Innse Gall, is a fer-
ry of fi rsts. Not only was 
she the fi rst of the fl eet to 
be launched side fi rst, she 
was also the fi rst to be 
named by royalty when 
HRH the Duchess of Kent 
launched her in 1986.
After operating the Uig 
Triangle faithfully for 15 
years of her service, she 
now joins MV Finlaggan 
in operating between Ken-
nacraig and Islay, with oc-
casional secondments to 
help out elsewhere in the 
network, such as her Ar-
ran stint.

The MV Isle of Arran is 
well-known on the route, 
being the regular second 
summer boat.

The MV Caledonian 
Isles is due back in service 
around January 21.

Continued from page 1
the Auchrannie and 
the Eden Lodge.
The closure has seen so-
cial media swamped with 
messages of support for 
the couple who are credited 
with turning around the for-
tunes of the pub with its ex-
cellent bistro style food and 
regular entertainment. It 
also has one of the best beer 
gardens on the island.

One man said: ‘Real-
ly sorry to hear you’ve got 
troubles to face after all 
your hard work and invest-
ment. Hope things turn out 

Shock as Drift
Inn closes

okay for you all in the end.’
Another woman add-

ed: ‘Not good news, hope 
your problems get resolved. 
You both turned The Drift 
around.’

Huge loss
‘You’d be a huge loss to 

Arran guys, hope all works 
out,’ another said.

And another friend add-
ed: ‘Really sorry to hear 
about this. You put so much 
work, energy and love into 
turning the Drift Inn into a 
wonderful pub/bistro. Hope 
everything works out for 
you.’

Alex Dickinson of Blairbeg 
Farm shows what damage 

the proliferation of badgers 
has done to his front lawn.

 01_B01cemetery04

Badger damage

The damage extends across 
Lamlash cemetery onto many 
of the lairs. 01_B01cemetery02

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com

arranbanner

LOCHRANZA & CATACOL VILLAGE HALL
Registered Charity as Lochranza Village Hall SCO No. 18338

PRESENTS

ALADDIN
Produced by Heather Gough

All performed by Local Children and Young People

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE DOOR ON THE NIGHT
Or From

Co� ee Mornings at the Hall on Tuesdays & Fridays between 
10 am and 12 noon.

Or at
ARRAN DOMESTIC CENTRE, BRODICK

Or 
Telephone Kate 830226 or Fiona on 830270 to Reserve a Ticket

FRIDAY 13th JANUARY 2017
@ 7.00PM

Doors open at 6.30 pm
……………………..

SATURDAY MATINEE
14th JANUARY 2017

@ 2.30PM 
Doors open at 2.00pm

ADULTS £6.00

UNDER 12’S £3.00

FAMILY 
OF FOUR £15.00
(2 ADULTS & 2 KIDS)
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Music Matters volunteers who are responsible for the monthly event. 01_B01music04

iPod gifts music to the ears 
of island dementia group
Fifteen members of Mu-
sic Matters have received 
a iPod shuffl e thanks to a 
grant from North Ayrshire 
Council.

The group, made up of 
people living with dementia 
and their carers, meet once 

a month to enjoy a sing-a-
long, home-baking and a 
cup of tea, while enjoying 
each others company. 

The group’s last meet-
ing of 2016 marked its fi rst 
birthday and Santa present-
ed the iPods to the members 

and chocolates to the carers.
The iPods were bought  

with the help of Rach Gil-
more of the Apple Store in 
Glasgow while Fiona Dou-
bleday and Coral Smith 
from Crafts and Company 
on Arran kindly created kit 

bags to store a music play-
er, charger and the portable 
speaker.

Rev Lily McKinnon 
thanked everyone for at-
tending and for the help 
from the many volunteers.

She said: ‘Music Matters 

is grateful for the kind grant 
which makes such a tre-
mendous difference to the 
people living with demen-
tia. 

Sing-a-long
‘Music appreciation is 

the only part of the brain 

that dementia cannot take 
and the visitors love a good 
sing-along. 

‘I am told the singing con-
tinues all the way home on 
the bus and long after and 
that gives me great satisfac-
tion,’ she added.

Rev Lily McKinnon and 
Ian St Ives cut the Music 
Matters � rst birthday 
cake. 01_B01music01

A guest and her carer receive the gifts 
of chocolate and an iPod from Rev 
Lily McKinnon, Santa and his helper. 
01_B01music02

Fiona Doubleday and Coral Smith 
show the bags which they designed 
and made for Music Matters.
01_B01music03
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The loony 
dookers of 
Brodick Bay

Photographs by 
COLIN SMEETON

More than 50 loony dook-
ers braved the icy waters 
of Brodick Bay on New 
Year’s Day for the now tra-
ditional Douglas Dook.

Being held for the sixth 
time, the dook attracts lo-
cals and visitors, some of 
whom have taken part ev-

ery year. The waters were 
choppy this year but, while 
cold, the day was bright 
and sunny as the dookers 
headed to the slipway from 
the Douglas Hotel, led by a 
Chinese dragon.

Plunge
A large crowd of onlook-

ers had gathered by the 
time the plunge began with 

some dookers staying in 
the water longer than oth-
ers. 

Then it was back to the 
Douglas for free soup for 
the dookers to warm them 
up.

The event is held in aid 
of Arran Mountain Rescue 
Team and a collection was 
held on the day. 

A young dooker dips his toes in the water before 
deciding against a full body plunge. 01_B01dook01

Janice Miller takes to the water in her leopard 
onesie. 01_B01dook02

Dookers brave the icy waters and splash each other during the New Year’s dook. 01_B01dook04

With temperatures 
just above freezing, 
this dooker’s facial 
expression shows just 
how cold the water was. 
01_B01dook05

Dookers share a laugh and joke with their friends 
before returning to dry land. 01_B01dook06

A brave father and son take to the water. 01_B01dook07

Getting into the spirit of the event, this group pose with 
their Douglas Ducks. 01_B01dook10

Seemingly impervious 
to the cold, Hugh Boag 
from The Banner takes 
to the deeper water to 
submerge himself under 
the waves.  01_B01dook13
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While some entered the 
water cautiously, this group 
decided on a bold dash and 
dive approach.
01_B01dook03

Dookers brave the icy waters and splash each other during the New Year’s dook. 01_B01dook04

A Chinese dragon leads the dookers along the promenade towards Brodick 
slipway. 01_B01dook08

A large gathering of warmly-dressed onlookers gathered to witness the event. 
01_B01dook09

Local swimmer Zabdi Keen prepares herself for the 
ice cold plunge. 01_B01dook11

The Chinese dragon dookers march into the water. 01_B01dook12
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JANUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk

RAPTORS ON 
THE WING

JANUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

RAPTORS ON 

Wild 
Perthshire

WIN 
A LUXURY SCOTTISH 
ISLAND CRUISE 
FOR TWO 

RAPTORS ON RAPTORS ON 

Wild Wild Wild Wild 
PerthshirePerthshirePerthshirePerthshirePerthshire

www.scottishfield.co.uk

20202020PAGES OF2020SCOTLAND’S FINANCES

A SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

LEADING CHEF
ANDREW 
FAIRLIE ON WHY 

PERTH WAS THE 

PERFECT PLACE 

TO GROW UP

THE SEASICK FISHERMAN
STONEHAVEN 
FIREBALL FESTIVAL

Festival organisers have 
opened the booking lines 
for the 2017 Arran Moun-
tain Festival. 

A programme of new 
walks has been added to 
old favourites and classic 
mountain walks and scram-
bles. 

The last event was the 
tenth birthday of this highly 
popular event and to whet 
appetites here are a few of 
the activities on offer in the 
Arran hills from May 19 to 
22.

New to the programme is 
a walk up Gleann Diomhan, 
home to the unique Arran 
Whitebeams, then heading 
on up Beinn Tarsuinn and 
on to Loch Tanna before re-
turning via Glen Catacol.

The ever popular Three 
Beinns circuits are in the 
programme, of course, but 
there is a new twist to one 
of them which will take in 
three World War II bomb-
er crash sites high on Be-
inn Nuis. A local expert on 
plane wreck sites will ac-
company this walk.

Arran loses
councillor in 
boundary 
shake-up
Arran is to lose a councillor 
after ward boundary charg-
es were agreed by North 
Ayrshire Council.

Four councillors current-
ly represent the Ardrossan 
and Arran ward, but this 
will drop to three following 
council elections in May.

Much of the work on Ar-
ran falls to the only resi-
dent island councillor John 
Bruce but he is retiring 
leading to concern over fu-
ture island representation 
on the council.

Review
The shake up follows the 

Boundary Commission’s 
ward review which will see 
the total number of council-
lors in North Ayrshire in-
crease from 30 to 33, with 
a new ward in Irvine.

Not all councillors were 
happy with the chang-
es. Independent Ardrossan 
and Arran councillor John 
Hunter moved an amend-
ment at last Wednesday’s 
meeting that read: ‘We 
note, with great disappoint-
ment, the imposed chang-
es to ward boundaries’, 
but this was defeated by 19 
votes to fi ve.

Booking lines open for 
2017 mountain festival

Walkers rest at the summit of Cir Mhor during the Arran Mountain Festival. Photograph: Corinna Goeckeritz.

For those looking for a 
big outing that takes in the 
central mountain spine, the 
Brodick to Lochranza high 
route will prove a thrilling 
and memorable experience. 
Alternatively, this year’s 
programme includes a less 
demanding exploration of 
the southern hills with the 
Tighvein and Glenashdale 
Falls walk via two remote 
lochans.

The A’Chir Ridge scram-

ble is a renowned route, not 
just of Arran’s mountains 
but of Scotland. This is a 
great opportunity to tack-
le this classic under the ex-
pert guidance of a qualifi ed 
mountain instructor.

The Goatfell night walk 
with its mountain-top dawn 
experience has become a 
classic of the festival too, 
although only in its second 
year. Munro Moonwalker 
author Alan Rowan is re-

turning to lead this exhila-
rating night-time outing and 
also, new for 2017, a Three 
Beinns night walk.

The festival committee 
has once again come up 
with a programme appeal-
ing to varied interests, with 
walks graded from easy to 
extreme and from 5 to 11 
hours duration. The mot-
to is ‘small groups and big 
fun’! 

These walks get booked 

up very quickly so now is 
the time to get on line to 
view the full programme 
and book a place at www.ar-
ranmountainfestival.co.uk.

The walks are all led by 
qualifi ed mountain leaders. 
This is a community run, 
not-for-profi t festival that 
succeeds thanks to the ded-
ication and enthusiasm of 
volunteers and the generous 
support of local businesses 
and organisations.
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Alyssa’s commitment to nature

Second distillery will bring 
big boost to visitor numbers
Distillery bosses on Arran 
hope to almost double the 
number of visitors in three 
years. 

With the new Lagg distill-
ery due to open in 2018, Isle 
of Arran Distillers predicts 
it will be attracting a total 
of 165,759 visitors by 2020 
at its two sites on Arran.

Visiting a distillery has 
never been more popular 
with visitor numbers across 
Scotland hitting a record 
1.6 million last year ac-
cording to the Scotch Whis-
ky Association. Trips to Ar-
ran increased by 33 per cent 
to 88,000, as previously re-
ported by The Banner.

The new £10 million dis-
tillery at Lagg is forecast to 
deliver another boost by at-
tracting 63,888 visitors a 
year by 2020. It is predicted 
they will spend more than 

£734,000. The predictions 
come after latest fi gures for 
the company and its top-rat-
ed single malt whiskies 
show an increase of seven 
per cent. It is a strong per-
formance for the fi rst half 
of 2016 from one of Scot-
land’s few remaining inde-
pendent producers, build-
ing on its previous results 
which showed a 25 per cent 
growth in net profi t.

The rise eclipses that of 
the Scotch whisky industry 
generally which after stall-
ing is now reporting a 3.1 
per cent upturn.

‘These results keep us on 
course with our aim to be 
Scotland’s leading indepen-
dent distillery,’ said manag-
ing director Euan Mitchell.

Underpinning its suc-
cess are increased distribu-
tion, including M&S, a fo-

cus on exports featuring 
the brand’s successful core 
range of 10 to 18-year-old 
malts, as well as its White 
Stag members club and 
sell-out special bottlings.

Sales to north Ameri-
ca, Taiwan, Germany and 
France have been par-
ticularly strong, said Mr 
Mitchell, who sees poten-
tial markets in both young-
er discerning drinkers less 
concerned about the age of 
whiskies and also women.

‘They are all looking for 
something different where 
craft and provenance fi g-
ure strongly,’ explained Mr 
Mitchell. 

Owned by a group of pri-
vate investors, the company 
is doubling production ca-
pacity at its Lochranza dis-
tillery, which celebrated its 
21st birthday last year.

Other young naturalists with their awards and 
ranger leaders. 

The National Trust for Scotland (NTS)
recently awarded prizes for Young Nat-
uralist of the Year. 

This year’s winner was Alyssa McGar-
ry who has shown great commitment to 
the club over the years. 

Runners-up were Emma Girbow and 
Michael Nicholl, both of whom have 
shown a great interest in the natural 

world. Any child aged between 6 and 
11 years can join the NTS club which 
meets on the second Saturday of the 
month to get outdoors, have fun and dis-
cover more about Arran’s wildlife. 

The next meeting, entitled ‘Ancient 
Antics’, is on Saturday January 14 at 
10.30am at the Brodick Country Park 
rangers centre.

Alyssa McGarry with 
her trophy. 
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
n�  � cus� 

press policy

 your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The editor 
also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to refuse 
to print them. Names and postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate good faith. 
A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. Anonymous letters or those supplied without 
a contact telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters Page, The Arran Banner, Brodick, 
Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

WE AT the Arran Banner endeavour to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply with the Editors’ Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). We 
realise, however, that mistakes happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a significant mistake and you wish to 
discuss this with us, please let us know as soon as possible by any of 
the three methods: emailing editor@arranbanner.co.uk; telephoning 
the senior reporter on 01770 302142 or write to the Editor at Wyvex 
Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will investigate the matter. You can 
either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. 
We will abide by the decision of IPSO.

Reliability is key
Sir,
I am always pleased for my 
contribution to any debate 
to be referred to in later cor-
respondence, whether it is 
a critical or complimenta-
ry response. Any such com-
ment or reply at least indi-
cates some wider interest in 
the topic.

With that in mind, I was 
interested to read the recent, 
albeit rather confused, con-
tribution from Colin Turbett 
to your letters page re gard-
ing the Ardrossan v Troon 
debate, in which for some 
reason I alone was singled 
out for a mention despite 
others voicing similar if not 
identical views. 

The debate is exactly 
about a very specifi c issue 
i.e. the most reliable main-
land port for the Arran fer-
ry service. Over many years 
the most consistent word 
used in this regard by Arran 
residents in letters, opin-
ion at public meetings and 
comments to The Banner 
and elsewhere has been the 
need for reliability!

Sadly, Colin has somehow 
missed that point and has 
contrived to make this, in 
his letter and at the public 
meeting in Brodick Hall, an 
issue about the socio/eco-
nomic differences between 
Ardrossan and Troon. Let 
us be clear, the current de-
bate is, and must solely be 
focused on the reliability of 
the lifeline Arran ferry ser-
vice. This is our only op-
portunity to get this right 
for generations to come. 

Had Colin used his mic 
time to talk about the reli-
ability of ports rather than 
politics; or the reliabili-
ty of ports rather than pov-
erty and deprivation and 
had he avoided the empha-
sis on placating the unions 
his contribution might have 
been more pertinent and 
better received in the hall. 
As was pointed out at the 
time, the meeting was being 

Pirnmill Primary pupils were delighted to receive an 
visit from Santa before the schools broke up for the 
Christmas holidays when he delivered presents for 
the children. 

‘Because Jesus has Himself passed through the test of 
suffering, He is able to help those who are in the midst 
of their test.’ (Hebrews 2:18)

overtaken by politics rather 
than the key matter in hand 
– ferry service reliability.

But the most glaring ev-
idence of Colin’s confu-
sion, despite his appar-
ent support for Ardrossan, 
came when he conceded in 
his letter that the only pos-
sible advantage of change 
from ‘posh Troon rather 
than down at heel Ardros-
san’ (his words not mine!) 
‘was a more reliable ser-
vice’. Therefore, Troon bet-
ter than Ardrossan!

The fi nal technical min-
isterial submissions were 
not revealed by either Peel 
Ports or ABP (Troon) at 
their respective meetings 
and the commercial/fi nan-
cial details will not be with 
the minister until late Janu-
ary for independent scruti-
ny. For these reasons, none 
of three Arran representa-
tive committees, which I 
have attended, have yet giv-
en unqualifi ed support to 
Ardrossan at this stage. For 
that to happen, in my opin-
ion, more detail and persua-
sion that the service will be 
improved is required.

Yours,
Neil Arthur
Kilpatrick

Toilet closures
Sir,
I have just read yet again 
in last week’s Banner that 
North Ayrshire Council are 
still proposing to close the 
public toilets on the Isle of 
Arran.

How mental can that be 
for tourists, and especially 
elderly tourists? I bet all the 
other islands that we com-
pete with must be laugh-
ing at such a ludicrous de-
cision.

Why would anybody want 
to come to an island where 
there are no toilets?

Can you just imagine the 
scene ... lots of men hiding 
behind trees relieving them 
selves and lots of ladies 
crouching behind bushes!

Are we going to have ar-
rows pointing to ‘men’s tree 
this way’ and ‘ladies bushes 
this way’.

I would just like one of 
these idiotic policy mak-
ers to come to Arran for the 
day and then have a need to 
go when all the facilities are 
closed. What do they expect 
people to do?

Instead of wasting mon-
ey all over the place they 
should concentrate on a real 
and natural need.

Yours
Jack Cowan 
Catacol

Scottish cuisine
Sir,
The Christmas Saltire was 
a delightful occasion cele-
brated at The Douglas Hotel 
on the December 7, 2016. A 
beautifully presented table, 
excellent food and a spe-
cially prepared programme 
of song, folk and modern, 
from internationally re-
nowned sculptor and ac-
complished musician Tim 
Pomeroy, ably accompa-
nied by his wife Josephine 
Broekhuizen, combined 
to produce a memorable 
evening for all.
 For our next event we 
are delighted to welcome 
Arran-based Catherine 
Brown, former co-present-
er of  Scotland’s Larder and 
accredited author of the ac-

claimed Scottish Cookery. 
This evening is a must for 
all who currently celebrate, 
or want to experience, the 
great repertoire of Scottish 
cuisine. All are welcome 
on Wednesday January 11 
at 7.30pm in Altachorvie, 
Lamlash.
Yours,

Hazel Gardiner
Convenient

 The Saltire Society
 Arran Branch

Ferry sailings
Sir
On page two of The Banner 
of December 30 you state 
that the Ardrossan-Brodick 
ferry sailed during the af-
ternoon of Friday Decem-
ber 23. 
 After returning to berth 
at Brodick on the evening 
of Thursday December 22, 
all sailings for the follow-
ing day were cancelled. The 
ferry did not sail at all on 
December 23 and by 3pm 
that day all sailings up to, 
and including, the 12.30pm 
on December 24 were can-
celled. 
 A review at noon on De-
cember 24 saw the ferry 
make two return crossings 
later that afternoon, together 
with a repositioning cross-
ing back to berth at Brodick.
Yours,
 P W Yates

Catacol

A lot to look forward to
As we tip-toe gingerly into 2017 there is a lot of un-
certainty in the world but here on Arran there is much 
to look forward to, although there will undoubtedly 
be challenges ahead as well.

One of the biggest economic boosts will undoubted-
ly be the completion of the new ferry terminal which 
is coming on apace in Brodick and should be ready 
for use by August.

Not only will it provide a much needed new and 
improved facility, it will also have a second berthing 
dock for use by cruise liners and other vessels bring-
ing important new business to the island.

Before that we will have a decision by mid March 
from the government on their preferred port of choice 
for the destination of the Arran ferry with major in-
vestment being pledged in both Ardrossan and Troon. 
But the most important part of the decision has to be 
what is best for Arran.

Tourism on the island is booming and last year was 
a bumper year for many businesses on the island, 
from hotels, pubs and b&bs to shops and cafes and 
there is no reason to think – with a bit more summer 
sunshine – this year can’t be even better.

Attractions including the Isle of Arran Distillery and 
the Isle of Arran Heritage Museum had record visi-
tors and it is only a shame that Brodick Castle will be 
closed until the spring of 2018. However, the fi re pre-
vention works are vital and with the new adventure 
playground about to be built, and more activities in 
the gardens and at the ranger centre, there should still 
be plenty to do this year.

There will be jobs too with the construction of the 
new distillery at Lagg and other developments around 
the island. And the long-term strategy of the Arran 
Economic Group should start to bear fruits and we 
expect VisitArran to go from strength to strength with 
their new destination card.

So there is a lot to look forward to in the year ahead 
and we hope all our readers have a prosperous 2017.
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A look back at 2016 in pictures
– Part Two: July to December
Having recently said farewell to 2016, 
we continue with the second part of 
our customary look at the pages from 
The Banner for the second half of that 
year. During this time we celebrated 
milestone birthdays, prestigious prize 
winners and heart-warming tales of 

accomplishments, and many celebra-
tions that contributed towards a great 
end to 2016. 

The Banner is your newspaper and 
it takes each and every single one of 
you to make it special, so thank you for 
a great 2016 and here’s to 2017!

JULY – Time for the crowning of the new Lamlash Heather Queen, Jessica Reid, 
by last year’s Queen Millie Young. 01_B30Lam13

JULY – A huge reunion called Whiting Bay Memories saw more than 350 people 
visiting the village hall to reminisce and catch up with old friends, as well as 
pose on the jetty for a group photo. 01_B30mem20

JULY – Arran Malt and Music Festival coincided with a very special 21st 
birthday celebration for the Isle of Arran Distillery last year. 

JULY – The Arran Pipe Band were pictured at the heritage museum performing 
in their smart new uniforms, made in the eye-catching Isle of Arran tartan. 
01_B27pipe01
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AUGUST – A children’s race is held on the new sandy beach at 
Brodick as part of the annual beach barbecue which raises funds 
for village improvements.  01_B34beach04

AUGUST – Deborah Robertson presented Neil Henderson with 
the overall champion trophy at the 180th Arran Farmers Show. 
01_B32front01

AUGUST – Winners of the Arran Horticultural Show display their 
trophies won in the various categories, from baking to handcraft 
and vegetable growing. 01_B34hort28

SEPTEMBER – Members of the Arran Coastal Rowing Club and 
members of the community who were involved in its build, 
launched their second community ski�. 01_A39ski�03

SEPTEMBER – Arran High School head 
teacher Barry Smith congratulates Bethany 
Walsh on receiving  the Dux award at the 
schools award ceremony. 01_B37ahs16

SEPTEMBER – The Banner checked on how the new primary one pupils from Arran’s seven primary schools were settling into their new 
environment. Brodick Primary had the largest intake with 17 new pupils. 01_B38school01

SEPTEMBER – One of Arran’s best known �rms changed hands in 
September when Carolyn Warwick and Donald Bannatyne of Arran 
Haulage handed over the keys to Rachel and Struan Armitage. 
01_A37haulage01

OCTOBER – Hallowe’en was celebrated in villages, streets and community 
halls across Arran, with these ghosts and ghouls photographed in Kilmory. 
01_A45front01

OCTOBER – Transport and islands minister Humza Yousaf and Arran MSP 
Kenneth Gibson visited the island at the end of September to view the new 
Lochranza to Claonaig ferry. 01_B38school01
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SEPTEMBER – The Banner checked on how the new primary one pupils from Arran’s seven primary schools were settling into their new 
environment. Brodick Primary had the largest intake with 17 new pupils. 01_B38school01

OCTOBER – VisitArran lifted the tourism prize at the Ayrshire 
Chamber of Commerce Business Awards gala dinner where host 
Jackie Brambles is pictured with chairman Kenneth Bone, Cecilia 
Paul, Linda Johnston and Sheila Gilmore. 

OCTOBER – Hallowe’en was celebrated in villages, streets and community 
halls across Arran, with these ghosts and ghouls photographed in Kilmory. 
01_A45front01

OCTOBER – Transport and islands minister Humza Yousaf and Arran MSP 
Kenneth Gibson visited the island at the end of September to view the new 
Lochranza to Claonaig ferry. 01_B38school01

OCTOBER – One of Arran’s longest-running 
establishments, The Trafalgar Restaurant, 
closed its doors when owners Wol� and 
Gege Kroner retired after 30 years of 
running the much-loved establishment. 
01_A41closing05

NOVEMBER – Sisters 
Ruth Parker and 
Stacy Smith, along 
with sta� members 
Anne Hutchison and 
May Crawford, left, 
celebrating 10 years of 
trading at Red Door. 

NOVEMBER – The Banner had a sneak preview of the new Glenkiln 
Hydro plant, the vision of farmer Kenneth Bone and his family, 
which will power 15 per cent of the islands electricity. 01_A45hydro04

NOVEMBER – Dawn MacAlister of 
Blackwaterfoot was delighted to be 
reunited with her lost cat Spizz who 
undertook an 11-mile, eight-month  
journey away from home. 01_B45spizz01

NOVEMBER – An 
unusual and sad sight 
on Arran, above: a 
farm goods auction 
took place at Glenree 
Farm after its owners 
were evicted and 
the contents sold to 
the highest bidder. 
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Free
Isle of Arran 

calendar
when you subscribe to The Arran Banner* 
Visit www.arranbanner.co.uk/subscribe

*Minimum one year subscription. 
Print subscriptions only. 
Calendars issued January.

from 
scottishcalendars.co.uk

DECEMBER – The � nal Santa’s Sparkle took place in Lamlash at the start of the 
month when Santa arrived on his pony and trap to greet the awaiting children. 
01_A49santa03

DECEMBER – RunArran members prepared for the festive season with their 
annual Santa’s dash through Brodick. 01_B51santa01

DECEMBER – Path builders Iain MacDonald, Xabi Landabereg and Scott 
Murdoch complete a new section of the Arran Coastal Way between Cordon 
and Ardlui after six months of construction. 01_B50coast08

DECEMBER – The ShopArran 
event which entices customers 
to shop locally and o� ers 
discounts kept the sta�  and dog 
at Arran Active busy during the 
December event. 01_B50shop11
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Scotland’s national opera 
company will visit Brodick 
during its 15-date tour next 
spring.

Scottish Opera’s annual 
opera highlights tour visits 
smaller, more remote ven-
ues the length and breadth of 
Scotland, including small-
er theatres, village halls and 
community centres. 

Touring from Tuesday 
February 14 to Saturday 
March 18, opera highlights 
promises an evening of fun 
for all the family with a pro-
gramme of works by op-
era’s greatest composers, 
colourful costumes and 
props, larger-than-life char-
acters and plenty of humour.

Perfect for both seasoned 
fans and those new to op-
era, the varied programme 

Former English teach-
er and now North Ayr-
shire & Arran MP, Patri-
cia Gibson, went back to 
school recently speaking 
to pupils from S1 to S5/6 
about Westminster and 
how it works.

Patricia said: ‘Young 
people at Arran High 
School have a keen in-
terest in politics and the 
world in which they live, 
and this is an important 
element of Curriculum 

Scottish Opera to perform 
in Brodick as part of tour

features music by Mo-
zart, Handel, Puccini, and 
Gilbert and Sullivan, and 
has been curated by Scot-
tish Opera’s head of music, 
Derek Clark.

Opera highlights will also 
feature the world premiere 
of a short innovative new 
parody of Bartók’s Blue-
beard’s Castle called Blue-
beard’s Cake, created es-
pecially for the tour by 
Scottish Opera’s compos-
er in residence Lliam Pat-
erson.

This year’s cast is full of 
fresh new talent, including 
two Scottish Opera emerg-
ing artists, mezzo-soprano 
Emma Kerr and tenor El-
gan Llyr Thomas, and two 
recent graduates of the Na-
tional Opera Studio, sopra-

no Roisín Walsh and bari-
tone Adam Gilbert. Former 
Scottish Opera emerging 
artist repetiteur Jonathon 
Swinard returns to accom-
pany the four young singers 
on piano, and current Scot-
tish Opera emerging artist 
Jim Manganello directs.

Mr Manganello said: ‘I’ve 
been blessed to haunt the 
Scottish Opera corridors for 
the past year, collaborating 
with our extraordinary and 
colourful team on stage and 
behind-the-scenes. 

‘This year’s Opera High-
lights is a celebration of 
what we all love about op-
era – the outsized charac-
ters, the towering dreams, 
the deep despairs – but 
translated into an intimate, 
up-close format that I hope 
is as captivating to the fi rst-
time opera goer as it is to 
the afi cionado. 

‘I relish working with 
these funny, sassy, generous 
singers, and I can’t wait for 
audiences around Scotland 
to fall in love with them as 
I have.’

The opera company will 
perform in Brodick Hall 
on Saturday March 11 at 
7.30pm and tickets for 
the event can be bought at 
www.arranevents.com. 

MP goes back to school

Mrs Gibson talks to 
pupils about how 
Westminster works. 

Mrs Gibson meets head teacher Barry Smith and senior pupils B01visit02NO

for Excellence and citizen-
ship education.

‘I was very pleased to be 
able to spend a day speak-
ing to pupils of all year 
groups and to give them the 
opportunity to raise issues 
that matter to them directly 
with me.

‘It was very clear that the 
pupils are very engaged and 
well-informed about cur-
rent affairs and I was made 
most welcome by both staff 
and pupils.’

Mirren at January fi lm club 
The Corrie Film Club offering this month is a true story 
brought to life by director Simon Curtis and actor Helen 
Mirren. Woman in Gold reveals one woman’s journey to 
reclaim her heritage and seek justice for what happened 
to her family. 

Sixty years after she fl ed Vienna during the Second 
World War, an elderly Jewish woman, Maria Altmann 
(Helen Mirren), starts her journey to retrieve fami-
ly possessions seized by the Nazis, including a famous 
portrait by Gustav Klimt, which forces her to confront 
diffi cult truths along the way. Watch the fi lm in Corrie 
and Sannox Village Hall on Sunday January 8 at 8pm. 

My Mummy knows 
who needs extra help 
in a power cut

Learn more about our free Priority Services Register

We’re ready for winter. Are you?

@ssencommunity /ssencommunity

Visit
ssen.co.uk

Call free on 
0800 294 3259

Textphone services 
on 0800 316 5457
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Bird   notes
by Jim Cassels

If there was one book I 
would recommend for peo-
ple interested in Arran and 
its birds, it would be the Ar-
ran Bird Atlas 2007-2012, 
published by Arran Natural 
History Society.  

This was based on fi ve 
years’ fi eld work involving 
more than 700 people sub-
mitting more than 36,000 
records on 177 species.  In 
the 168-page publication 
there are more than 400 
maps and more than 200 
photographs. This is avail-
able from outlets through-
out the island for only £8 
thanks to fi nancial support 
from the Arran Trust and 
two other birding organisa-
tions.

Twenty years ago will
be back next week

Time to prepare the 2016 
Arran Bird Report

The Bird Report 2015. 

A pair of Shelducks were photographed at Cleats 
Shore in 2016. Photograph: Angela Cassels.

Cuckoos, whose decreasing numbers are a cause 
for concern nationally, are thriving on Arran. Photograph: 
Dennis Morrison.

House Sparrow have had a successful breeding year 
with large numbers seen at Sliddery. Photograph: by Carl Reavey.

The oystercatcher is one of the most widespread 
and familiar birds round our coast. 
Photograph: Carl Reavey. 

Black grouse have been re-introduced to Arran by 
the Arran Black Grouse Group.
Photograph: Dennis Morrison.

There are a number of his-
torical publications on the 
birds on Arran. These in-
clude Birds of Arran, writ-
ten by Robert Gray in 1872, 
and published by Bell and 
Bain of Glasgow and The 
Birds of the Island of Ar-
ran, written by J A Gibson 
in 1956 and published by 
Bute Newspapers Limit-
ed. While historical publi-
cations are interesting, Ar-
ran bird records are sparse 
until Arran Natural His-
tory Society published its 
fi rst annual Arran Bird Re-
port in 1978. These reports 
provide a unique record 
of the bird life of this spe-
cial island over the last al-
most 40 years. All are avail-

able at the archives section 
of the Isle of Arran Heritage 
Museum and more recent 
ones are available as a free 
download from http://www.
arranbirding.co.uk/annual_
bird_reports.html

In 2006, the responsibility 
for writing the annual Arran 
bird report fell to me. To do 
this effectively I appreci-
ate I require the support of 
a great many people. 

I have been encouraged 
that in 2016 to date, I have 
received almost 10,000 bird 
sightings from around 300 
contributors. Some of these 
contributors are residents 
and some are visitors. All 
share an interest in the birds 
of Arran and their sightings 

will form the basis of the 
Arran Bird Report 2016.

This is a New Year prompt 
to encourage all Banner 
readers to share their Arran 
bird sightings with me.

All contributions are wel-
come. I am not just in-
terested in rare or unusu-
al birds, but common birds 
too. Where are there sig-
nifi cant numbers of com-
mon birds? Which birds 
come to the garden at dif-

ferent times of the year? 
Where have breeding birds 
been seen? When did sum-
mer or winter visitors arrive 
and depart and what sight-
ings have given individuals 
particular pleasure? I know 
a number of people keep 
all sorts of bird notes and I 
would encourage these peo-
ple to share this information 
with me so that the basis of 
theannual Arran Bird Re-
port can be as comprehen-
sive as possible.

Best wishes for 2017 

and enjoy your birding.  
Please send all sightings for 
2016, giving ‘what, when, 
where’, by mid-January to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or email me at 
jim@arranbirding.co.uk  I 
look forward to hearing 
from you.  For more infor-
mation on birding on Ar-
ran purchase the Arran Bird 
Atlas 2007-2012 as well as 
the Arran Bird Report 2015 
and visit www.arranbird-
ing.co.uk
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DRIVE TIMESin association with Isle of Arran BreweryDRIVE TIMES
What’s on

www.arranbrewery.com
Everyday
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, bank  fi shing
Brodick Castle, Garden Open 9am-Dusk
Arran Brewery Fri - Sat 10am - 5pm Sun - Wed 12.30pm - 5pm
Lamlash Tennis Courts/Putting Green Open all day
Soap making & Candle Dipping Arran Aromatics, Brodick, 10am - 4pm

Saturday 7th January
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road 11am –1 pm
Over 21s Xmas  Disco  Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa pool, 4-5pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9.30am - 11am
Arran Vets - Reception 9.30am - 12 noon
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick from 7.30pm 
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 9am

Sunday 8th January
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Open acoustic session at Fiddlers’ Fiddlers, Brodick 2.30pm - 5pm
AA Meeting Brodick church Hall, 5pm - 6.30pm
Taigi & Oigong Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm

Monday 9th January 
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall,7-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Junior Football Club Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Gym, 6-7pm
Lamlash Aerobix Arran High School Dance Studio, 6.30pm
RunArran Drift Inn, Lamlash 5.30pm
Tae Kwondo Brodick Church Hall Adults & over 10s,7.00pm -8.30pm
Arran Bridge Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Arran Citizen’s Advice Bureau Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30am - 1.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Blackwaterfoot, 1.15pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lamlash Church Hall,  3:30 - 4:00pm
 Brodick - Arran Active,  4:15 - 4:45pm
 Corrie - Breagha Holistic Beauty,  5:00 - 5:30pm
 Shiskine Church Hall,  5:15 - 5:45pm
 Brodick Church Kitchen,  5:45 - 6:15pm

Tuesday 10th January
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Rotary club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 6.30pm
Healthy Outdoors NTS Ranger Centre, 10am - 1pm
Blackwaterfoot Bowls Bowling Club, 1.15pm
RunArran Run Coaching Lamlash, 5.30pm
Bridge Class (beginners/improvers) Brodick Golf Club, 2.30pm - 4.30pm
Open Cricket Session Brodick Astro Turf 7pm-9pm
Lamlash Junior Drama Club Arran High School, 6.30pm - 9pm
Flow Yoga Corrie & Sannox Hall, 6pm

Live Music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Metafi t Arran High School, 6pm
Pilates Kilmory Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Winter bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall - 7.30pm
Arran Skinnymalinks Lochranza Arran Distillery Visitor Centre, 3:30pm - 4:00pm

Wednesday 11th January
Rock & Pop Bingo Ormidale Hotel 9.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School Kids-6.30-7.30pm Adults-7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Brodick Church Hall, 7-9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Yoga Auchrannie Studio, 9.30am-10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy service 10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
RunArran Auchrannie Spa, Brodick, 5.30pm
Yoga-Arran Kinneil, Lamlash, 7-8.30pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Drift Inn Quiz Lamlash, 9pm 
Mixed Hockey Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7.30-9pm
Dog classes Whiting Bay Hall, 1pm
Flow Yoga Shiskine Hall, 7.30pm
Knittnery & Nattery Kilmory Hall, 2pm - 4pn
Bus Pass club meal The PHT, 12 noon - 2.30pm
Coffee Morning Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12noon

Thursday 12th January
Morning Fitness Auchrannie Gym, 9.30-10.30am
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick 7.30pm - 10pm
Ladies Hockey Ormidale Pavilion, 7.30-8.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Front Green, 6.45am
Burger & Quiz night Felicity’s @ Eden Lodge, from 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm
Mixed Martial Arts/XFit Balmichael Centre, 7pm 
Arran Bridge Brodick Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Quilt Arran Lamlash Fire Station, 2pm - 4.30pm
Flow Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 6pm
Chair Yoga Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick, 10.30am - 11.30am
10th Ayrshire Shiskine cub Scouts & Beavers Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.30pm
RUNFIT Lamlash Green, 6.45am
Brodick Embroidery group  Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
 Friday 13th January
Yoga Auchrannie Spa Leisure, 9.30am - 10.30am
Hydrofi t Auchrannie Hotel Leisure, 9.45am - 10.45am
Arran Youth Foundations Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Arran Vets - Surgery 9am - 10.30am & 4pm - 6pm
Arran Vets - Reception 9am - 2pm & 4pm - 6pm
AA Meeting Whiting Bay Hall, 7pm
Live music Fiddlers, Brodick, 7.30pm
Tae Kwondo Arran high School, Lamlash Adults,7pm - 8.30pm
Karaoke Disco PHT, Lamlash, 9pm

www.arranbrewery.com

Karaoke Disco PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
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Recruitment

Public Notices

Properties
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

Trade Classifi eds

L iKe driving
Liz Kennedy A.D.I.

DRIVING TUITION
Gift Vouchers Available

Block Booking Discount

Telephone 01770 700552 or phone/text 
07904 806948

DRIVING INSTRUCTOR

SELF STORAGE

COTTAGES
&CASTLES
THE VERY BEST OF SCOTLAND

Join us. We’re the biggest  
holiday letting company in  
Arran, the biggest in Scotland 
and we’ve the biggest customer 
base by a long way. Add a state 
of the art website and booking 
system and you know you’re  
going to get the occupancy  
levels your property deserves.

cottages-and-castles.co.uk 

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL FREE TO UPLIFT
Healthy hens. 11 good lay-
ers. Free to good homes. Tel 
600 637 or 07979416372.

Auchrannie Resort is recruiting due to continuing 
growth of the business.

Positions are now available for:

Leisure Assistant

Receptionist

Reception Manager

Restaurant Floor Manager

F&B Assistants
(flexible working hours available)

Beauty Therapists

Chefs (all levels)

Playbarn Assistant 
(flexible working hours available)

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk

Benefits include family leisure club membership 
worth up to £800 and other discounts within 

the resort.

Senior Maintenance Engineer
Auchrannie Resort are looking to recruit an 
experienced Maintenance Engineer with a 

clear M&E background, as well as supervisory 
experience for a senior position with our 

Maintenance department

Painter/Decorator
We are also looking for someone with extensive 
decorating experience to join further enhance 

our team

An excellent package is available for the right 
person, including Leisure Club membership and a 

variety of resort discounts.

Further details can be found at 
www.auchranniejobs.co.uk or contact 

hr@auchrannie.co.uk

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL: EDUCATION AND YOUTH EMPLOYMENT
EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 1980

CHOICE OF SCHOOL

It is customary for children to attend the designated school for the area in which they 
live, other than in the case of St Matthew’s Academy. Admission to St Matthew’s 
Academy is achieved through attendance at one of its associated primary schools. 
However, parents/carers may make a written request to place their child in any other 
school under the management of the Council. Such a request is referred to as a 
placing request**.
Information concerning the Council’s schools and the procedures to be followed in 
making placing requests is available at every school and from North Ayrshire Council, 
Education and Youth Employment, Cunninghame House, Irvine, KA12 8EE (telephone: 
01294-324439). This information is also available for inspection or reference at public 
libraries and on the Council’s web site at www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk. Information in 
relation to any particular school is available at that school.
**Placing requests for the session beginning in August 2017 should be sent to North 
Ayrshire Council, Education and Youth Employment, Cunninghame House, Irvine, 
KA12 8EE prior to the closing date of 15 March 2017.
Parents of children due to commence attendance at school in 2017, whether or 
not they wish to make a placing request, should proceed in accordance with the 
advertisement on registration of children which will be published over 2 weeks 
beginning the week of 2 January 2017.
JOHN BUTCHER
Executive Director (Education and Youth Employment)

NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL: EDUCATION AND YOUTH EMPLOYMENT
CHILDREN ENTITLED TO START P1 – SESSION 2017/2018

Children who attain the age of 5 years between 1 March 2017 and 28 February 2018 
should be registered for education during the week commencing Monday 16 January 
2017.
As times vary from school to school, parents are asked to check registration 
arrangements with the appropriate catchment primary school for the area in which 
they live. The child’s birth certificate and proof of address should be produced at the 
time of registration.
Information on Registration can be found on the Council’s web site: 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages). 
If you wish your child to attend a school outwith your catchment area then you 
must submit a placing request which you will be able to submit online by accessing 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk (Education and Learning pages). 
Placing request assistance can also be obtained by telephoning 
01294 310000. 
Registration at your catchment area school does not guarantee 
entry to that school.
JOHN BUTCHER 
Executive Director (Education and Youth Employment)

Carbon 
Conversations
Welcome meeting 
Saturday 14th January
11am 
Lamlash Fire Station

Carbon Conversations is a 6 week friendly and 
supportive evening discussion group on our 
various carbon reducing options, covering energy 
at home and at work, food and water, transport and 
consumption and waste. 

Come along to fi nd out more at the Welcome 
Meeting.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CHURCH NOTICES

DEATH

Death
McGregor

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

 (Part of the Worldwide
 Anglican Church)

 St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 
Sunday 8th January

 11am Holy Communion.
 Mr John Roberts.

 Coffee after service. 
ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Parishes of North Arran

Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine

Independent but working
together
Minister:

 Rev Angus Adamson
 Parish Assistant:
Mrs Jean Hunter:

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches at the
following times to which

all are invited. 
Sunday 8th January

Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches, 10.15am Morning 

Worship in 
Pirnmill Church

Shiskine Church, 12noon 
Morning Worship.

Brodick Church, 10.30am 
Morning Worship. 

Corrie Church, 11.30am 
Prayer Meeting, 12noon 

Morning Worship.  
There will also be a Service of 
Worship in Montrose House

at 1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN

 CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
 (Charity Number: SC014005) 

Sunday 8th January 
Worship will be conducted by 

the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson, at 10.30am.

 Tea and coffee will be served 
in the Transept after the

 service.
All most welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash

“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”

Sunday 8th January
Rev Lily McKinnon

Kilmory 10 am
Lamlash 11.30 am

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH

Sunday 8th January
Sunday Mass 11am

ARRAN FREE CHUCH OF 
SCOTLAND
 (continuing)

Sunday 8th January 
Morning service 11am
Trust Housing Lounge
Glen Estate, Brodick.

Evening service 6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

All Welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST 
CHURCH

Minister: Rev Vince Jennings
Sunday 8th January

Service 11am at
Ormidale Pavilion

Tea and Coffee after the
service.

Wednesday at 7.30pm
Home fellowship group for 

bible study and prayer.
Contact phone no 600222
Everyone warmly invited

ARRAN FREE CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND

Shiskine 11am (church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 6pm in

ORMIDALE PAVILION
 (due to renovations at church)
Rev Benjamin Van Rensburg

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS

Quakers meet every Sunday at 
11am. For meeting venue ring 

– 830622, 820223

WHITESIDE - Ina, Gillian, 
Andy and family would like to 
express their sincere thanks to 
family, friends and neighbours 
for their kindness and cards 
received following the death 
of Robert (Bobby). Grateful 
thanks for help and support 
from Rev Angus Adamson, Dr 
Greg Hamill and the wonderful 
staff at Lamlash Hospital, Da-
vid and Claire Hendry and the 
Kinloch Hotel. The generous 
sum of £435.00 collected has 
been forwarded to The Hospi-
tal Supporters League.

THANK YOU

BELL - Josephine Margaret 
(nee Sillars) Peacefully at Ar-
ran War Memorial Hospital on 
January 2, 2017. Dear sister to 
Ravey and the late Madeleine, 
beloved wife of the late Chalm-
ers, dearly-loved mother of Pa-
tricia, John and Gavin and the 
late Neil, and loving Granny 
and Great-granny.

Funeral arrangements to be 
announced.

Hardy bowlers brave the weather

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday January 3, Win-
ter Cup. 1 R Betley, (the 
man to watch in 2017), 91-
28=63, 2 W Kelso 74-8=66, 
3 C Laing 82-15=67. Magic 
two from W Kelso.

Tuesday December 27, 
Christmas fun competition. 
Brian won the gents with a 
33 for nine holes just using 
one club and a putter. Sal-
ly won the ladies with 40.5. 
Reuben came second in the 
Eclectic Shield for 2016  
with a nett 41, being beat-
en on the last six holes by 
Campbell, also 41.

Fixtures: Saturday Janu-
ary 7, Lochranza Hotel Cup, 
noon. Tuesday January 10, 
Winter Cup, noon. Tuesday 
January 17, Lochranza Ho-
tel Cup, noon.

Corrie Golf Club
Sunday January 1, Ne’er-
day Shield and Winter Cup. 
A large entry in various 
states of health turned out 
for the Ne’erday Shield. 
 The weather was truly 

Members of Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club brave the elements for a post-
Christmas game.

Nine hardy players braved the weather 
to bowl at Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club 
on Tuesday December 27 after the meet-
ing had been postponed from the previ-
ous day because of high winds. 

Although only nine ends were man-
aged in the extreme cold, an enjoya-
ble time was had.  An impromptu tea in 
the club room, ably organised by Chris-
tine Robinson, followed. The tea during 
the cold weather was so well appreciat-

ed it might become a regular feature in 
future.

Club bowlers meet throughout the 
winter on Saturdays and Tuesdays at 
1.15pm. A winter only membership is 
available to anyone interested. This has 
proved very popular with members of 
other island clubs. If you are interested 
in joining the club or learning more then 
please contact Jenny on 860333 or Keith 
on 860463.

Alan Stewart, Shiskine’s 2016 Kinloch Cup winner. 

glorious with the course in 
great condition, although it 
has to be said some of the 
hole positions, 1 and 10 
in particular, were at best 
questionable and caused 
much hilarity, especially to 
those looking on.
 Many thanks to those who 
supplied ‘sustenance’ dur-
ing the prizegiving, espe-
cially Mrs Milesi’s cake. 

Results: 1 A Napier 34pts, 
2 D Jeffrey 32pts, 3 A Shaw 
31pts BIH.

David Jeffrey won the 
magic two’s pot when num-
ber 11 came out of the hat.

Shiskine Golf Club
Congratulations to Alan 
Stewart who won the 2016 
Kinloch Cup. This trophy 

is gents, singles, matchplay, 
knockout and he beat many 
tough opponents on his way 
to lifting the silverware.

Campbell Laing, winner 
of the Eclectic Shield at 
Machrie Bay. 

May I through your pages thank all those 
who helped me when I took ill on the 18th December.

To the � rst responders and ambulance sta�  who got me to Lamlash where the 
doctors working their usual magic stabilised me for the journey to Crosshouse.

To the aircrew whose speedy transfer minimised any complications.
To the doctors, nurses, catering sta�  and cleaners, in fact everyone at Crosshouse 
who worked day and night and always with good humour, never making you feel 

a burden or unimportant. All were fantastic. They should be very proud.
Last but not least, thanks to family and friends who came together to look 

after us at home and most importantly walk the dogs.
To you all, we send our grateful thanks and wish you a very happy and 

prosperous new year.

John C Smith (Smudger)
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The sports year review

SEPTEMBER – Arran RFC started their season o� well with an 
undefeated record which saw them sitting at second place in the 
league. 01_B38rugby01

JULY –  The Shiskine Valley half marathon 
had more than 112 entrants taking part in 
the 13.1 mile circular route that started and 
ended in Blackwaterfoot. 01_B28marathon03 

JULY – More than 200 athletes competed in 
Arran’s third ArranMan challenge that saw 
Jamie Anderson take �rst place for the iron 
distance. 01_B27arranman01

AUGUST – The Brodick Highland Games saw 
brothers Tom and Rory Gilmore go head to 
head in the McGlashan Stones challenge. 
Tom is pictured attempting to lift one of the 
huge stones. 01_B33games32

AUGUST - The football season �nished in August when Brodick 
lifted the league title for the third year in a row. 01_B32footy03

AUGUST – The Arran Belles cycle group completed their largest 
challenge, a nine-day, 537-mile North Coast 500 challenge. 

SEPTEMBER – Participants in the Lamlash Splash pose for a photo after their swim from Holy Isle. 
01_A39splash15

SEPTEMBER – The inaugural Arran Sportive cycle event saw cyclists making 
their way around Arran to raise funds for youth development work for 
disadvantaged children.  01_B37cycle02

OCTOBER – Members of the Arran Junior Triathlon Club enjoyed a Hallowe’en 
themed training session before the Prestwick Aquathlon. B45tri03NO
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A look back at the sporting 
achievements of 2016

Part Two –  
July to December

SEPTEMBER – Participants in the Lamlash Splash pose for a photo after their swim from Holy Isle. 
01_A39splash15

DECEMBER – Nicol Auld celebrated a good year of gol�ng after 
taking the title for the Island Champion of Champions and the 
Whiting Bay Club Championship. 

SEPTEMBER – The inaugural Arran Sportive cycle event saw cyclists making 
their way around Arran to raise funds for youth development work for 
disadvantaged children.  01_B37cycle02

OCTOBER – The Arran Junior Hockey Club has now reached 40 
members, with participants aged from �ve to 14. 01a_B43hockey01

OCTOBER – Members of the Arran Junior Triathlon Club enjoyed a Hallowe’en 
themed training session before the Prestwick Aquathlon. B45tri03NO

OCTOBER – A well attended Pink Day at Shiskine Golf Club saw 
more than £430 raised by the ladies.

NOVEMBER – Youngsters celebrated 
receiving their silver Duke of Edinburgh 
awards at a presentation at the Arran 
Outdoor Centre in Lamlash. 01_B46DOE14

NOVEMBER – Barry Fleeting of SportScotland present Lamlash 
Primary sports committee members and Archie McNicol and Alison 
Henderson with a gold award. 01_B46gold01

DECEMBER – Five Arran High School boys joined the Cartha Queens 
Park Rugby Club in Glasgow to play in an under-18 league match. 

DECEMBER – Brian Sherwood won the Alan 
C Bannatyne Memorial Quaich at Shiskine 
Golf Club. 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) 
- www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 31st December 2014 
and 31st December 2015 for combined print and digital editions was 3,053.

The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.

Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

Sport
Jingle Belles welcome
a very special visitor
The Arran Belles were de-
lighted to welcome world 
silver medallist, world re-

Mel Nicholls with 
Belles Fiona Douglas, 
Janice Small and Fiona 
Carswell.

cord holder and London 
and Rio Paralympian Mel 
Nicholls back to Arran for 

Christmas. Once the wild 
weather abated, the Belles 
were privileged when Mel 
joined them on one of their 
weekly cycles.

Always looking for an ex-
cuse, they all enjoyed a get 
together at Fiddler’s where 
the Belles were delighted 
to accept a signed athletics 
Rio 2016 top from Mel. She 
has just returned from train-
ing in Lanzarote where she 
was in preparation for the 
Seville Marathon in Spain. 

Janice Small from the 
Belles said: ‘We wish Mel 
every success with her fu-
ture road cycling plans.’

Mel, from Worcester, is 
a British wheelchair ath-
lete specialising in mid-
dle distance events in the 
T34 classifi cation and won 
a silver medal in the 800m 
at the 2015 IPC Athletics 
World Championships.

The Rio top signed by Mel.

Mel makes a pit stop in 
Whiting Bay. 

Mel and Janice are all smiles in Whiting Bay.

Mel, second right, enjoys lunch with the club.


