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Councillors Roddy McCuish and Elaine Robertson look over the haul of 
counterfeit goods before they are destroyed. 16_t51contraband1

Is it time to sell off 
the ‘family silver’? 

Move to extend 
public booze ban

THREE Oban businesses 
have been told they must 

seating areas outside their 
premises.

approached the businesses 
saying a permit is now 

service.

premises, covered by an 

decades.

said: ‘We have had to put 
a planning application in, 
but nothing will actually be 
changing. Outside dining is 
something that’s happened 
ever since this business 
opened 20 years ago.

had planning permission. 
We were then told we had 
to put in an application. You 

just have to comply. We 
actually just assumed we 
had permission.

‘I think it’s come about 
because other people in the 
town had started putting 
tables outside.

‘It cost us £300 to apply, 
then the permit will cost us 
£150 per year, so it is going 

and Bute Council said: 
‘Planning permission is 

areas as it is a material 

‘Three businesses have 
been approached in Oban 
town centre regarding 
outside seating areas. The 
council owns the land and 
businesses must now apply 

A permit will only be issued 
where planning permission 
has been obtained, hence 
the department contacting 
businesses in the town.

approached last summer, 
but no planning application 
was received.’

OBAN is well placed to cash 
in on plans to attract huge 

welcome the visitors.
Figures contained in a 

newly-released national 

The Way Ahead,  states the 
country has the potential to 
quadruple visitor numbers 

million people by 2019. It 

a new cruising ground on 

vessels.
Councillor Neil Mackay, 

Argyll and Bute Council’s 

that the authority is planning 
ahead.

enterprising and recognised 

the cruise ship business and 
have done a considerable 

at how we can deliver what 
is needed - to coin a phrase 

miss the boat.
‘Oban is a true example 

– last year we welcomed 

23 ships into the town,’ he 
continued.

David Adams McGilp, 

is ideally placed to embrace 
this opportunity to increase 
the high-end tourism 

also need investment in 
marine side developments 
to secure this outstanding 
opportunity.’

AN INDEPENDENT
consultant may be appointed 

meetings into the proposed 

schools in Argyll.

process began this week, 

meetings have been 

say they are considering 
recruiting a consultant to 
act as an impartial chairman 

are expected to be well 
attended.

school estate which resulted 
in the closure proposals, 

consultant Keir Bloomer’s 
services.

See page 7 for more on 
the closure proposals.

Consultant may be    
hired for school 
closure meetings

A BAN on drinking booze 
in public is set to be 
extended throughout Oban.

Bute Council’s Oban and 
Lorn and the Isles area 
committee unanimously 
supported the proposal.

The byelaw banning 
alcohol in public will be 

this will not mean a ban on 
drinking in gardens. But the 
plans, it is hoped, will bring 

street drinking’ throughout 
the town. 

Councillor Elaine 

that police undertake 

would be the case.

cash-strapped Argyll and 

The authority has millions 

metal and rarely seen artwork 

tough choices to balance 
the books, some councillors 

gold and silver - are rarely 
used yet are worth upwards 

Bute.
The council has two art 

collections, including two 
highly prized William 
MacTaggart impressionist 
paintings. It also has a 

including a rare pre-historic 
jet stone necklace. 

An Oban Times 
investigation revealed the 
council has recently brought 
together all the art work it 

REPORT

llee@obantimes.co.uk

- but insists it has no plans to 

Councillor Donald Kelly, 

said: ‘As a last resort the 
council should look at any 
asset that would help to 

‘There is certainly a 

money lying around in 

that could be realised. 

cuts get really bad.
‘I understand that the 

were given means we could 

we can, we should consider 
it.’

and Bute District Council, 
said Campbeltown’s historic 

assets alone were worth 
more than £2m. 

He said: ‘There is cash 
in the attic, there must be 

added: ‘There are two views 
– one is that art should 
be seen regularly as our 
artworks tell our own history 

they are not doing anything 
and should be sold.

example, are exquisite to 
see, but when it comes to 

years on end you have to ask 
whether it is using the assets 

their advantage.
‘We have to look at all 

options. Personally, I would 
be against selling the chains, 
but not necessarily against 
selling art to ensure it was 
on public display. 

perhaps someone else 
should.’

Argyll and Bute Council 

published catalogue listing 

including provenance and 
where the paintings are 
displayed and stored. The 

MacTaggart and Anderson 

around £1.14 million.

within Argyll and Bute. 

value and appearance. 
‘The council has no plans 

– heritage that ultimately 

Argyll and Bute.’

Calls for council to cash in on valuable assets

up to Christmas.

being tasked with destroying the proceeds 

Elaine Robertson and Roddy McCuish 

The Oban 
Times
branded tops and handbags; while other 
goods such as cigarettes and alcohol were 
also destroyed.

Councillor McCuish said: ‘There is an 

Argyll. 

cars.

Councillor Roberston added: ‘At this 

uncertainty it is very tempting to accept 
what looks like a bargain, but not at the 

wellbeing.

may look authentic but are not quality 

Department or the police.’ 

Warning to shoppers as haul 
of fake goods is destroyedA82 traffic chaos

THE A82 between Tarbet on 
the A83 and Crianlarich on 

seven hours on Tuesday 

The road was closed 
at about 11.40am and 
diversions were in place via 
the A83 to Inveraray, A819 
to Dalmally and A85 to 
Tyndrum to rejoin the A82 
at Crianlarich.

Accordionist clocks 
up half a century of
church service
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

CHO MATH SGILLINN  A CHAOMHNADH ri sgillinn 
a chosnadh!

Saoilidh mi gum bheil an dìon thrusadh air “luach as 
fheàrr” gar mealladh aig amannan agus a’ cruthachadh 
dìleab a nì cron maireannach, gu h-àraid ann an 
coimhearsnachdan air an iomall. Ciamar? Tha air sgàth 
’s gum bheil a’ phrìs as saoire air seirbheisean poblach 
glè thric a’ toirt na h-obrach do bhuidhnean bho thaobh 
a-mach nan sgìrean dùthchail sin agus ag àicheadh 
cosnaidh do mhuinntir na sgìre fhèin. Sin, mar eisimpleir,  
mar a th’ air tachairt as na h-Eileanan Siar far am bheil 
a’ chùmhnant togail sgoiltean as motha a bh’ aca riamh 
agus a’ chùmhnant gleidhidh  air a dhol gu buidhnean 
bho thaobh a-mach na sgìre. 

Chan eil a’ Chomhairle sin ach a’ leantainn an iùil a th’ 
aig  an roinn phoblaich as an fharsaingeachd ach feumar 
faighneachd dè tha ’n dàn nuair a chrìochnaicheas an 
obair togail. Mura bheil cosnadh leantainneach gu bhith 
ann,  chan urrainn dha teaghlaichean òga fuireach agus 
bidh nas lugha chloinne as na sgoiltean ùra sin. Thuit 
àireamh clann-sgoile nan Eilean Siar 12% eadar 2000 
agus 2008,  seachd às a’ cheud nas motha na thachair air 
Ghàidhealtachd thar an aon ùine. Tha lèirsinn foghlaim 
na Comhairle ag aithneachadh mar a tha àireamh sluaigh 
nan Eilean a’ sìoladh ach chan eil ceangal follaiseach eadar 
an lèirsinn sin agus amasan leasachaidh eaconamach. 
Ma tha Breatann dol a dhìreadh às an t-sloc eaconamach 
as am bheil e,  tha feum  gnìomhachas fhàs gus beairteas 
ùr a chruthachadh. Tha sin a’ ciallachadh cosnaidhean 
ùra; calpa a cheadaicheas leasachaidhean air goireasan 
agus seirbheisean poblach agus a bheir obraichean dha 
daoine seach a bhith an urra ri sochairean; agus ionmhas 
a cheadaicheas le tionnsgalan agus malairt na roinne 
prìobhaidiche  fàs aig an aon àm. Cha bheag an dùbhlan 
e, ach mura tachair sin, bidh crìonadh sluaigh aig an oir a 
sìor dhol am miosad agus bidh cosgais nan seirbheisean  
poblach  an sin a sìor fhàs cuideachd.

Tha e deatamach sealltainn ri amasan gu h-iomlan 
agus cosgais calpa leithid sgoiltean agus ghoireasan 
eile fhaicinn mar airgead-seilbhe innleachd leasachaidh 
choimhearsnachdan seach dìreach freagairt air 
feumalachdan laghail.  Bhiodh sin cuideachd a’ 
ciallachadh aithne a thoirt is a chumail air luchd-fastaidh 
ionadail agus  cosnaidhean leantainneach. 

’S iomadh rud buidhe nach òr, agus rud  bòidheach  ’s  
fhiach a sheachnadh!

‘BEST value’ is an important principle in any 
administration, but the rigid pursuit of the cheapest 
tender could seriously damage the social and economic 
viability of some communities. 

Whilst the new schools construction and maintenance 
contracts in the Western Isles were doubtlessly awarded 
in line with appropriate governance and diligence, the 
local construction sector which provides critical long-
term employment is starved of work. 

It seems critical for government to initiate a more 
strategic approach to investment in the long-term social 
and economic development of communities, at the edge 
in particular, or the ultimate outcome will be further 
unemployment, out-migration and a further decline in  
children at these new schools!

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

A presentation was made recently to John MacKenzie who has retired from active duties with 
Port Charlotte, Islay,  Coastguard office after 36 years’ service. He was presented with a tide 
clock by Neil MacLellan who himself has 44 years of continuous service for the coastguard on 
Islay. Pictured, back row, from left: Duncan McPhee, Donald Jones, Andrew Wood, Andrew 
Jones, Douglas Smith, Danny Mather. Front row, from left: Euan Fraser, Neil MacLellan, John 
MacKenzie, Duncan McGillivray, Alan Logan.

John bids farewell to Coastguard

the Jean Francis, became stuck 
in Oban Bay after rope and nets 
became tangled in its propeller.

Oban Lifeboat was called out 
last Friday at 6.46pm to assist 

the single-manned vessel and 
launched its dinghy, manned by 
two lifeboat crew members, to 
help free the propeller.

Oban Lifeboat then towed the 
crabber in to the North Pier slip, 

where members of the lifeboat 
crew, along with members of the 
Coastguard shore team, helped 
the single-handed skipper of 
the casualty to safely secure his 
vessel.

Rope and nets became tangled in propeller

A DISTILLERY on Islay, an 
island famed for its whisky 
production, says a new locally-
produced gin is outselling its 

The independent Bruichladdich 
Distillery has sold hundreds of 
bottles of ‘The Botanist’ gin, 
which is produced and sold at 
the distillery.

Since the bottling went on 
sale two weeks ago, it has been 
outselling Bruichladdich’s 
whiskies in the distillery shop.

Bruichladdich managing 
director Mark Reynier said: 
‘When we announced we were 
going to do gin we were stopped 
by people all the time who were 

would be ready.
‘Then we did a taster at the 

Islay Show and it’s just gone 
mad since then.

‘We produced the gin for fun, 
on a small scale, but we have 
been surprised by how good it 
is.’

an unprecedented total of 
31 botanicals, 22 of which - 
including juniper - are native to 
the Hebridean island.

A slow ‘simmer-distillation’, 
three times longer than usual, on 
a unique Lomond still, known 
affectionately as Ugly Betty, 
produces the dry gin.

Explaining the sudden interest 
in gin on the ‘Whisky island’, 
Mr Reynier continued: ‘The 
expensive single malts are 
bought by whisky fanatics, 
the youngsters drink vodka 
and everyone else seems to be 
drinking gin.’

Graham Allison, of Port 
Charlotte Hotel, said: ‘It is very 
zesty and lemony and people 
seem to be enjoying it. It is a 
good addition to the gin range 
and it is locally produced, which 
is good.’

The distillery initially produced 
2,500 cases of The Botanist, 
bottled on Islay at 46 per cent 
with Islay spring water.

Gin proves surprise success for distillery

PLANS to remove a subsidy 

the chairman of the council 
committee that took the 
decision.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s 
transportation committee 
last week voted by 9-4 to 

Barra and Benbecula in a bid 

PORT Askaig ferry terminal 
on the Isle of Islay has re-
opened following eight 
weeks of repairs to damage 
caused by a ferry collision.

The new ferry linkspan was 
knocked out of alignment 
on October 18 when the 
MV Isle of Arran struck its 
seaboard corner as it was 
berthing. The ferry was also 
damaged in the incident.

The repairs were completed 
by Houston’s of Cupar on 

time and on budget and 
the terminal re-opened last 
Friday. 

Argyll and Bute Council, 
which is responsible for the 
pier, is arranging for a risk 
assessment to be undertaken, 
which will ensure it has 
contingency arrangements 
if there is future damage 
to the linkspan and the 
island’s other ferry berthing 
pier in Islay, Port Ellen, is 
unavailable.

Terminal re-opens after linkspan repairs

to save £211,000. It would 
mean the 1,200 residents of 
Barra would no longer have 

Inverness.
The decision is yet to be 

there are already warnings 
that the move could have a 
hugely damaging affect on 
the island’s economy.

Chief critic of the move 
is the chairman of the 
transportation committee, 
councillor and Barra resident 
Donald Manford.

He said: ‘What concerns 
me is that no amount of 
evaluation at all has been 
done. The report simply 

saved if we cut the subsidy.  
‘It could have a huge 

impact. Firstly, this will have 
implications for the travellers 
between here, Benbecula and 
Stornoway.

‘Also, what of the health 
of the people? This move 
would limit access to the 
Western Isles Hospital on 
Stornoway.

‘Tourism too - it cannot 
be undervalued - yet the 

department directors have 
presented no alternatives 
whatsoever for what can be 
removed.

‘This is a matter of making 

what the cost. It’s cutting 
your nose off  to spite your 
face.’

Western Isles SNP MSP 
Alasdair Allan said he 
was left ‘staggered’ by the 
decision, which comes as 
the Scottish Government 
is poised to seal a million 
pound deal to buy two new-
build Twin Otter planes to 
ply the Barra route. 

He said: ‘If the full council 
proceeds to remove the 
subsidy for this lifeline route 
I believe it will be making a 
grave mistake which people 
in Barra will not easily 
forgive.

‘The Scottish Government 
has shown its commitment 
to air services to Barra by 

entering negotiations with 

the two Twin Otter aircraft 
currently serving the island. 
At the same time, we now 
learn of a serious threat to 
one of the island’s two air 
routes.

‘We must be careful 
not to do anything which 
undermines the viability of 
Barra Airport, which has 
recently been voted one of 
the top ten airports in the 
world.

‘Not only is the airport 
essential to the island’s 
tourism industry, but 

Benbecula forms an integral 
part of the spinal route 
of transport connections 
within the Western Isles and 
this has a clear economic 
importance to the islands.’

The proposed cut will be 
debated by the full Comhairle 
today (Thursday).

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

Flight subsidy cut may 
spell disaster for Barra

Construction of care centre ‘progressing well’

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon pictured digging the first turf at the Progressive 
Care Centre. NHS Highland has confirmed all contracts for the job are in place. 
Photograph by Phil McDermott.

THE BUILDING of Mull’s 
Progressive Care Centre 
(PCC) has begun and 
groundwork is progressing 
well.

The island hospital only 
got the go-ahead when 
health minister Nicola 
Sturgeon agreed 11th hour 
funding for the project after 
the Scottish government 
initially decided to pull the 
cash.

Andy Knight, of 
Torosay Sandpit Limited, 
the company which is 
undertaking groundwork at 
the site, said: ‘The general 
story on the PCC is that 
work on site is progressing 
well, earthworks are 
substantially complete and 
the permanent access has 
been constructed. 

‘The foundations are now 
being formed and the job 
is on programme, although 

the freezing temperatures 
have made concrete works 
challenging.’

Councillor Mary-Jean 
Devon said: ‘It is good news 
that the Progressive Care 
Centre is now under way. 

‘It was a frightening few 
days for the community in 
October when we thought 
the funding may be pulled 
from the project. So many 
people have invested time 
and money in getting this 
project to the stage it is 
at now. I would like to 
congratulate all the partners 
in making this happen.’

The project is jointly funded 
by charity Mull Progressive 
Care Centre, West Highland 
Housing Association, NHS 
Highland and Argyll and 
Bute Council.

Prospective parliamentary 
candidate Mike Russell MSP 
visited the site this week.

Please note your GP surgery will be closed for four days at 
Christmas. If you are ill and can’t wait until your GP surgery
reopens call NHS 24 on 08454 24 24 24.

For self-care health advice, or help if you run out of medication, 
visit your local pharmacist.

For information on how to keep well this winter, log on to 
www.nhsinform.co.uk
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Bruce spreads seasonal 
cheer on Bulgaria visit

AN OBAN hotelier has 
helped bring a little seasonal 
cheer to underprivileged 
children in Bulgaria.

Bruce Donn, who helps 
run the Palace Hotel with 
his parents Anne and Ian, 
recently returned from the 
east European country after 
delivering a consignment 
of goods which would be 
considered everyday items 
by people in the UK but adds 
to the quality of life for those 
less fortunate in Bulgaria.

His car was piled high with 
everything from vacuum 
packed clothes and toiletries 
to audio books and videos.

On previous visits, he 
has taken towels and 
duvet covers which would 
otherwise have been thrown 
out by the hotel.

Bruce explained that his 
link with Bulgaria began 
when he bought a holiday 
property in the country in the 
mid-2000s.

‘As a challenge to myself, 
I decided to do something 
over there other than simply 
eat and drink, as most people 
do on holiday. I decided to 

the area and see something 
different.’

This led him into contact 
with a group of expats who 
split their time between 
Bulgaria and Britain and 
who had begun to look at 
ways they could provide 
some support to vulnerable 

Bulgarians. This has come 
in a variety of projects. One 
saw new trainers provided 
for all the youngsters at a 
children’s home. 

Another resulted in a ball 
pool for the physiotherapy 
room at a disabled children’s 
centre.

After almost four years, 
the group became a legally 

making organisation  known 
as Priteli-Veliko Tarnova. 
‘Priteli’ translates as ‘friends’ 
and Veliko Tarnova is the 
part of the country in which 
the group operates.

Bruce said Bulgaria was 
a country of great contrasts 
between the ‘haves’ and 
‘have nots’.

it was a case of putting a few 
bits in the car. 

‘We would have put the old 
linen from the hotel in the 
bins at Tesco, but instead, 
this, along with items such as 
towels coloured by hair dye, 
or duvets which perhaps had 
been marked, were perfectly 
useable, even if not for the 
hotel,’ he added.

‘It has grown since then 
and is getting bigger every 
year.’

And as word has spread 
of Bruce’s efforts, other 
donations have been made 
from individuals and 
groups.

I was actually given things 
to take over with me.’

Bruce said his next visit 
to Bulgaria will take place 
sometime in 2011.

REPORT 
by STUART LAUNDY

slaundy@obantimes.co.uk

Bruce Donn has helped bring some seasonal cheer to those less fortunate folk in 
Bulgaria. 15_t51brucedonn01

Planners refuse controversial Raera Forest wind farm scheme

MPs voted against 
rise in tuition fees
TWO WEST Highland MPs 
were among six Scottish 
Liberal Democrats to 
vote against government 
proposals to raise tuition 
fees in England.

Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
MP Charles Kennedy 
and Argyll and Bute
representative Alan Reid 
went against their coalition 
government by voting 
against the motion to raise 
fees to a maximum of 
£9,000.

The government won the 
vote but with a reduced 
majority of 21. 

Oban High School’s deputy head teacher John MacPherson and 
Sergeant Mike Wood launch the Stay Safe Online scheme with pupils 
Cailean Wilkinson, S1, and Katie Sims, S6. t51websafety1

STAY safe online – that’s the message 
from Strathclyde Police.

Children may have more knowledge 
about the world wide web than 
their parents, but that shouldn’t stop 
youngsters being safe when they log 
on.

Isles are offering free advice to give 
families the latest information about 
online safety.

programme for parents through Oban 
High School and many primary schools 
in the area.

Chief Inspector Glen Bland said: 
‘Most children today use the internet 
- at home, at school and when they’re 
out and about. 

‘How can you be sure that they are 

‘As we all know, computers can 

be great tools for kids, but there are 
dangers attached to using the internet.

‘Many parents have no idea what 
their children are viewing when they 
are on the internet.

‘They may be unaware that their 
child has encountered violent or sexual 
content or is engaged in inappropriate 
conversation with strangers,’ he 
added.

‘By taking an active role in 
supervising how your child uses the 
internet, you can help to ensure that 
they continue to have fun on the net 

looking for, while keeping safe from 
some of the medium’s dangers.’

A competition to write a short message 
telling people to stay safe online has 
been launched by Strathclyde Police. 
More information can be found at 
www.spstation.co.uk.

Kids’ safe surfing campaign launched by police

Pharmacist bids 
fond farewell
DALMALLY pharmacist 
Malcolm Bruce is getting 
used to life on the other side 
of the counter following his 
retirement after 16 years 
working in the village.

Malcolm and his wife 
Brenda ran the pharmacy 

village for a decade before 
it moved to a new building 
beside the surgery six years 
ago.

Gilly Chrystal took over 
the running of the Post 

Malcolm, who retired 
last Monday, said: ‘It is 
strange being this side of the 
counter; the phone rings and 
I think to myself, ‘I don’t 
have to answer that’.’

Malcolm and Brenda are 
now planning a camper van 
tour of Scotland.

The new owner of the 
pharmacy is Isma Yaqoob 
and the other director in the 
business is Rukhsana Akbar.

Regent Hotel ‘not 
on the market’ 
DESPITE The Regent Hotel 
appearing ‘for sale’ on vari-
ous internet sites, owners 

the market.

the 82 en-suite bedroom 
property, belonging to 
Oxford Hotels and Inns, 
was ‘not on the market’ and 
managers were undertaking 
a ‘partial refurbishment’ 
over the winter’.

Four held after 
spot searches
FOUR men have been 
reported for separate drugs 
offences, following spot 
searches by Oban Police 

resin and diazepam 
following the searches in 
the town centre. 

TWO WOMEN who came 
to the aid of shocked and 
injured rail passengers when 
the Glasgow to Oban train 
left the tracks near Cruachan 
Visitor Centre, on the shores 
of Loch Awe, on the night 
of Sunday June 6 this year 
have been awarded with 
commendations by British
Transport Police.

Cruachan Visitor Centre 
manager Sarah Cameron 
and receptionist Libby 
Cattanach were invited 
to an award ceremony at 
Glasgow City Chambers to 
receive  British Transport 
Police Area Commander’s 

Sarah Cameron said: ‘ We 
were surprised and delighted 
to receive this recognition 
but it was our pleasure to be 
able to be of some assistance 
on the night. 

‘We had a lovely day at 
Glasgow City Chambers 
and received a very warm 
welcome.’

Area Commander Ellie 
Bird said: ‘During the major 
incident, in which a train 
had derailed near to Falls of 
Cruachan Station, as staff 

Sarah Cameron and Libby 
Cattanach with their 
certificates.

Visitor centre heroines 
commended for efforts

at the adjacent Cruachan 
Power Station Visitor Centre, 
they worked tirelessly to 
ensure the large numbers of 
emergency service personnel 
present were catered for 
and provided with food and 
shelter.’

The crew of the train 
were also present to receive 
awards for what Area 
Commander Bird described 
as ‘exemplary courage and 
determination in leading 
almost 70 passengers from 
the train... no one was injured 
during the major incident, 
which is in no small part due 
to their bravery and swift 
thinking.’

A CONTROVERSIAL 
proposal to erect the biggest 
wind turbines in Europe 
in an Argyll beauty spot 
has been unanimously 
rejected by Argyll and Bute
councillors.

At a public planning 
hearing, held on Tuesday, 
councillors said the proposed 
wind farm at Raera Forest, 
Kilninver, was ‘too big and 
in the wrong place’.

The meeting heard that 
almost 250 people voiced 
opposition to RWE npower 
Renewable Ltd’s plans to 
erect 15 turbines with a 45 
megawatt capacity.

At 125 metres from base 
to tip, the turbines would 

have been visible up to 25 
miles away, in sight of Jura, 
Colonsay and the Morvern 
coast, as well as Kilmelford, 
Luing and Seil.

had recommended the plan 
for refusal on the basis that 
the area is of ‘panoramic 
quality’, adjacent to the 
nesting sites of protected 
birds of prey and has 
settlements within 2kms. 
Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) together with Seil 
and Easdale and Kilninver 
and Kilmelford community 
councils also opposed the 
proposals.

The road infrastructure, 
noise, government 

renewable energy targets, 
tourism, the economy and 
health concerns were all 
debated but the scale of the 
development and its visual 
impact on the scenery 
dominated the arguments 
put forward.

SNH’s view that the 
wind farm would have a 

on the landscape character 
and qualities of a distinctive 
and valued coastal landscape 
was upheld by the council.

Oban councillor and vice 
chairman of the planning, 
protective services and 
licensing committee Roddy 
McCuish said: ‘Every 
application has an adverse 

effect on someone and we 
can try to mitigate that but the 
impact of this development 
on the landscape, fragile 
infrastructure and tourism 

project but in the wrong 
place.’

Kilninver and Kilmelford 
Community Council 
chairman Nigel Mitchell, 
who has campaigned against 
the proposal for two years, 
said: ‘I’m glad it’s over. 
Now we are just hoping 
they will not appeal to the 
Scottish Government as that 
will be another battle for 
us. But at the moment it’s 
jubilation. We have more 
wind farm applications in 

the area to deal with, but at 
least this sets a precedent.’

Raera Forest development 
manager at npower 
Karen Fox said: ‘We are 
disappointed by the planning 
committee’s decision to 
turn down our scheme. 
Raera Forest was chosen 
as a potential site because, 
amongst other reasons, it 
is outwith any international 
or national designations. 
The sole reason for refusal 
was based on landscape and 
visuals, however, I believe 
we clearly demonstrated 
that the design evolution 
fully considered the impact 
on landscape and was within 
planning policy.’

Sale of salmon breeding 

Scotland’s largest 
independent salmon 
breeding company, is to be 
sold to a Dutch conglomerate 
for an undisclosed sum next 
year.

Hendrix Genetics, in 
Boxmeer, last week signed a 
letter of intent with current 
owners Lithgow Ltd to 
complete the purchase of the 

of 2011.
The move will safeguard 

the jobs of the 30 people 
employed at its Ormsary 
base. Subsidiary company, 
Landcatch Natural Selection, 
in Alloa, will also be sold to 

Hendrix Genetics - which 
already breeds half the 
world’s turkeys and laying 
hens and are a major player 
in piglet breeding - said 
there are plans to expand 
the Scottish operation in the 
near future.

President of the family-

said: ‘Aquaculture is a 
sustainable and valuable 
protein source all over 
the world and we are 

and innovative ideas to a 
company with a long and 
successful track record in 

aquaculture.’ Landcatch was 
conceived in the late 1970s 
by Sir William Lithgow 
when he was planning to 
replace his 1919 river-based 
hydro electricity generating 
scheme in Ormsary. 

Commissioned in 
1981, it was designed to 
integrate the generation 
of hydro-electricity with 
the production of Atlantic 
salmon broodstock and 
juveniles.

The company quickly 
grew and expanded its 
business into Chile but in 
recent years, a virus swept 
across Chilean waters, 

direct result, Landcatch sold 
its South American arm in 
2009.

The company turned over 
£4million last year, and 

Mid Argyll councillor 
Alison Hay said the news 
brought welcome security 
to what is Ormsary’s biggest 
employer. She said: ‘I know 

them in the past, but they are 
highly important to the local 
economy.  

‘If we lose a major 
employer like Landcatch 
then the whole place goes. 
It’s that important.’

Road wrangle delays construction
THE DEVELOPMENT of 20 much 
needed homes on Mull is on hold 
because of a legal wrangle about an 
access road.

Developer TSL is pleading with 
Argyll and Bute Council to adopt the 
road as part of its network in order to 
get on with the West Highland Housing 
Association (WHHA) project.

Phase one of the Tobermory scheme 
was completed in November and 26 
homes at the Shillinghill site were 

the 20 houses which make up phase 
two should have followed on straight 
away.

Lesley McInnes, chief executive 
of WHHA, said despite a delay in 
the project progressing: ‘We fully 

with phase two.’ 
Andy Knight, of TSL, said: ‘For the 

second phase to go ahead planning 

permission has to be granted. The 
permission will not be granted until 
the road has been adopted, and there is 
a delay in this process. 

‘The council were sent the papers in 
August but they still have not reached 
a conclusion about the access road 
into the site. People are already in and 
living in their homes so it is a ludicrous 
situation.’

An Argyll and Bute Council 
spokeswoman said: ‘During the 
past two weeks we have received 
representations on legal issues affecting 
this development from representatives 
of various parties involved. 

‘The council has a responsibility to 
act properly in accordance with the 
law, so a decision on whether to adopt 
the road within the 12 month statutory 
period will not be taken until the legal 
issues are resolved. We hope to make a 
decision soon.’
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Mull Lines Facing up to the prospect of Christmas away from home
FOR FOUR Oban soldiers, Christmas this year could be spent away from 
home, with operations in Afghanistan taking precedence. 
The local lads are currently serving in Lashkar Gah with the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders, 5th Battalion the Royal Regiment of Scotland 
(5SCOTS). The Oban Times has been in touch to find out how they’re 
getting on and this week, in the second of our two-part special, we hear 
from Oban’s Jonathon Farragher, who still lives in the town, and Corporal 
Nawal Rai, who has heard so much about Oban that the first thing he 
wants to do on his return to the UK is pay the town a visit.

Jono will be thinking of little Logan
SERVING in another country 
during Christmas can be 

but for Private Jonathon 

While he is likely to be on 
active duty in Rahim Kalay 
in south east Afghanistan 

Kareen will be helping their 

While disappointed he’s 

who prefers to be called Jono 

‘I miss my wife and I hope 

Jono grew up in Oban and 
attended Oban High School 
before leaving to become a 
butcher with I Wynne and 

played for Dunbeg FC as a 

Private Jonathon 
Farragher.

boxing and shinty in his 

He left his job as a butcher 

Currently tasked as a light 
machine gunner in a multiple 
working from Control 

patrol with other members 
of his call sign to prevent 
the Taliban intimidating the 

His multiple is also working 
closely with the continually 
developing Afghan National 

He said: ‘We are still getting 

my multiple has done a lot of 
patrolling with the Afghan 
National Army (ANA) and 
we are continuing to develop 

‘They work hard and are 
improving every day and 
they show great promise for 

‘I enjoy seeing new places 

especially the locals here in 

‘I also enjoy working with 
the ANA and we are having 
a good time patrolling with 

NAWAL Rai has never been 

desperate to get there when 
he returns home – thanks to 

about his home town so 

Not that he’s complaining 
– he’s even expressed a 
desire to have his hometown 

He said: ‘I’m really eager 
to visit Oban on my return 

It would be yet another 
unusual chapter in the 

for the British Army in 

His military career started 

Renowned for having the 
most physically demanding 

Corporal Rai passed with 

qualifying as a jungle warfare 

He spent a decade serving 
all over the world including 

Oban bound - Corporal Nawal Rai.

An appointment planned in Oban

When his battalion was 
moved from Folkstone to 

Rai decided to transfer to 
5SCOTS as they are based 

Having rebadged as an 

to Afghanistan three times 

alongside Private Haggart in 

Currently working as 
part of the Police Advisory 
Team and working with the 

is noticing fewer encounters 
with Taliban during his latest 

Message
He misses his wife Pushpa 

and daughter Anaasp and 
had this message for his 

Hi (Namaste) also to my dad 

‘Use it or lose it’ threat to 
Soroba community centre
THE FUTURE of Soroba 
Community Centre is under 
threat because it’s not used 

worker claims the complex 

has been in post at Argyll 
and Bute Council for three 

Oban area committee that 
the group which runs the 
centre requires a large pot 
of money to ensure its future 

lose its only paid member 

there was a lot of good work 

‘But we need to ask people 
what they want from the 
centre because it was not 
being used by the whole 

are within sight of a new 
building in Soroba and it 
would be of great concern 

‘It is disappointing to be in 
this situation where the lack 
of use of this facility may 

‘The use of the centre has 
to go back out to community 

‘This centre has never 

had the support it needs or 
deserves so it is good that 
it may be in line to get that 

Councillor Skye 
Macintosh added: ‘If the 
centre was to close it would 
be catastrophic for the 

He said: ‘A lot of time 
and effort has gone into the 

community centre and we 

Councillor Neil Mackay 
added: ‘There is a very 
successful day nursery in the 
adjoining building – so this 

It is simply about keeping 

Laura MacDonald will now 
arrange a public meeting in 
the Community Fire Station 

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

THE CAMPAIGN to stop 

a north Lorn beauty spot has 
been taken to Scotland’s First 

project linking Fort William to 

Opponents came away from 
a special meeting of Connel 
Community Council last month 
believing there was no chance 
of the plans being changed and 
that the lights would go ahead 

manager James McEachern 
said he believes the 

opportunity still exists to get 
Transport Scotland to change 

a letter to First Minister Alex 
Salmond and Argyll and Bute 
MSP Jim Mather is also to take 

Mr McEachern said they 

satisfactory compromise is 

He said: ‘We have now 
received a letter from Transport 
Scotland after last month’s 

‘There is perhaps some 

maybe they have listened a bit 

‘Our preferred option would 
be for them to use the old path 
behind the restaurant which 

comes out at the Falls of Lora 

simply have a sign warning of 

I think there is still opportunity 
for Transport Scotland to 

Concern was also expressed 
at last month’s meeting that the 
Connel Bridge pathway was 
too narrow for both cyclists 

In his letter to the community 

Neil Wands states: ‘On this 
aspect it was agreed that the 

footway across the bridge only 
legitimises existing practice by 
cyclists and does not preclude 
cyclists using the carriageway 

[albeit that cyclists feel guilty 

‘Research demonstrates no 
danger to pedestrians from 
cyclists even on the narrowest 

cyclists are more at risk of 
injury and will avoid such 

The community council 
has also expressed concern 

believing it to be riddled with 
mistakes and disputing claims 
that agreement was reached on 

Mr McEachern believes there 
will be further discussions on 
the lights and urged anyone 
opposed to the proposals to 

HAIR salon Fergusons is set for 

complex’s new owners revealed plans 

Jan said she has thoroughly enjoyed 
her time working at the town centre 

‘I was always interested in organising 
quality training for my staff but they 
would regularly have to travel some 
distance to get the experience they 

it was decided that training would be 
organised here in the town and I have 

could not have got through it without 

Jan thanked all the customers of the 

but concentrating on her interest in 

The business has changed ownership 
and with it will undergo a bit of an 

The new name of the salon will be 

Salon set for make-over 
as Jan bids fond farewell

refused to take part in a 
breath test or give a blood 

suspected he had been 
before Campbeltown Sheriff 

which took place on 

The court heard that police 
had reason to stop Fraser’s 
car because he had the 

headlights on full beam; 
they discovered he smelled 
strongly of drink and was 

He refused to take the 
roadside breath test and at 
the police station would 

not let a sample of blood 

agent said: ‘He knew he 
was over the limit and he 

Winter weather 
leads to shooting 
restrictions
FROSTY winter weather 
has forced the Scottish 
Government to impose a 
restriction on the shooting 

It’s the second time this 
year that a suspension 

the extended cold snap in 
January the last time the 

The embargo was enforced 

director of the British 
Association for Shooting 
and Conservation (BASC) 

suspension of the shooting 
of wildfowl and wading 
birds offers extra protection 
when an extended period 
of severe weather is likely 
to disrupt the birds’ feeding 

‘BASC has already issued 
advice to people who shoot 
to exercise restraint over the 

at Campbeltown Sheriff 
Court on Thursday to pos
sessing the Class A drug 

The offence happened on 

the harbour area near the 

depute Stephen Ferguson 
told the court that the 

Visitor fined for 
possessing drugs 
on trip to Jura

Find us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

CONCERNS have been raised that a Mull road remains 

Councillor Gordon Chalmers said: ‘I understand there 

roads have to be considered as the business needs to get 

Mr Chalmers reported that a number of cars had 

OFFICERS on Mull are supporting the national festive 

The island’s sergeant is reminding offenders he has 
the right to put into force new legislation if second time 

Sergeant Mark Stevens of Tobermory Police Station 

make sure they are able to seize the vehicles of repeat 

MSP Mike Russell visited Lochdon and Ulva Ferry 
primary schools on Monday. The prospective 
parliamentary candidate met parents of the 
closure-threatened schools and although unable 
to talk about individual proposals, discussed the 
Scottish government’s newly-published legislation 
on school closures. The two schools are among 25 
in Argyll and Bute currently subject to consultation 
for possible closure. He is pictured with councillors 
Donald MacDonald, left, and Donald ‘Skye’ 
McIntosh. For more on the schools closure 
proposals, see page 7. 16_t51russell1

Mull Eagle Diary: As severe wintry conditions descend 

tailed eagles will know every nook and cranny of their 
territory and will head for the trees which will give them 

Forestry Commission Scotland planted some of these 

ago and they too have survived some serious gales and 

wintry blast will be and hope that Frisa and Skye make 

You can contact us on 01397 706060 
or email admin@telepoint.co.uk.

Why not call in and see us at Lochy Bridge Fort William 
opposite Farm Foods?

TelePoint - The One Stop Shop for IT Problem Solving

Not just your usual computer, 
laptop and netbook sales!

This gaming system set up for the latest 
‘As real as it gets’ Flight Simulator.

If you are looking for something that you 
won’t get fed up with
THIS HAS TO BE IT!

If you ever wanted to be a real pilot then here’s your 
chance  to try it out in a Simulator that’s as close to 

the real thing without climbing into a real plane!
This also doubles up as a racing car game 

so it’s really fantastic value!
CALL IN AND TRY YOUR HAND AT FLYING A PLANE.

THE GAMING MACHINE OF GAMING MACHINES!

PS. Don’t forget!!  VAT increases on 1st Jan

We are including a web cam, + 12 Month AVG Anti-virus
(paid for version) FREE OF CHARGE 

on all sales of computer and laptop until Christmas
WHILST STOCKS LAST

Look no further for sales, service, repairs and spares.

Visit www.telepoint.co.uk
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Lorn Lines
A GOOD turnout of Oban Photographic Club members 
gathered in the Regent Hotel, Oban last Monday to hear 
the results of the ‘Transport’ Competition. 

The judge was local professional photographer, 
Cameron Harris of Highland Photos, who had donated 
the trophy for the Most Commercially Viable Image, the 
subject of which was, this year, ‘Transport’. 

Before giving the results, Cameron showed some of his 
own excellent images and talked about how they were 
taken. Results:

Prints: 1, 2 and 3 - John Douglas.
Projected Images: 1 Gus MacKinnon; 2 Stevie Lawson; 

3 Ronnie MacKillop.
Gus MacKinnon was awarded the Highland Photos 

Trophy for the best overall image as well as receiving a 
voucher donated by Oban Photographic Centre.

The next meeting on December 20 (the last for 2010) is 
the Dougie MacIntyre Competition for ‘Subtle Humour’ 
which is judged by the members.

MORE than 30 members and friends of Oban Speakers 
Club attended their annual dinner on November 25. 

The speaker for the evening was Philip Preston, the 
managing director of Caledonian MacBrayne. He gave 
an excellent speech, giving details of the development 
from the early days of David MacBrayne Ltd to the 
present, and indeed looking forward to the future. 

His talk was laced with many humourous tales of 
events in days gone by and was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all.

This was then followed a week later by the normal 
fortnightly meeting when the chairman, Willie Melville, 
introduced main speakers Frank Walton, who spoke 
on the Rotary, John Maclean, who gave some of his 

spoke on Lockerbie.

Leech, Alex Clark and Guido Faccenda.
In an entertaining topics session, chairman Donnie 

Graham gave a variety of subjects to Eamonn Arthur, 
Jim Fraser, Bill Leech, Donald Macaskill, Cameron 
Fletcher and Alex Clark. Timekeeper for the evening 
was Roy Wood and the general evaluator was Tom 
Clegg.

tonight, Thursday, December 16.

The driver of this car escaped without injury after 
the Renault slid of the road and into the water at 
Kilmaronaig. 06_t51connelcar01

OBAN Pipe Band stepped up their fundraising efforts 
last Saturday by busking in George Street and holding a 
soup lunch in the band hall.

The fundraising committee members was said they 
were delighted with the support of the community, and 
particularly those who came along.

The band raised £536 on the day, which will go 
towards the cost of new uniforms and drums for the 
band’s new members.

The committee is indebted to everyone who assisted 
by supplying and serving soup and home baking, as 
well as providing items for the tremendous hamper, 

Oban Pipe Band members played in George Street 
to help raise funds for the band. 08_t51pipe01

Water warning to 
property owners
SCOTTISH Water is 
calling on property owners, 
including commercial 
building factors and 
landlords, to check for leaks 
or burst pipes.

A spokesman said: ‘While 
visible leaks on public 

others will be hidden by the 
snow and there will be some 
bursts on internal pipes on 
private property.

‘Unoccupied holiday 
homes, village halls and 
other outbuildings could 
also have internal bursts in 
their plumbing.’

Any outside leaks on the 
network can be reported by 
calling the Scottish Water 
Helpline on 0845 6018855. 

Information on protecting 

showing practical advice 
such as how to locate 
your stop cock to stem 

found on a special Scottish 
Water website: www.
scottishwaterresponse.co.uk.

THE Oban Times has 
been asked to clarify the 
verdict delivered in the 
case against two young 
business students. Layla 
Williams, 13D Corran Brae, 
Oban, was found guilty of 
damaging the paintwork of 
a car at Lorn Terrace and 
of no other charge. Co-
accused, Alison McPhee, 
5 Cowan Place, was found 
guilty of damaging the same 
car in Lorn Terrace, and of 
assaulting a man.

Verdict clarification

Admonished after 
drunken assault
A DUNBEG man was 
admonished at Oban Sheriff 
Court on Monday after 
admitting assaulting his 
partner of 10 years during a 
drunken argument.

Peter Uren, 54, of Top 
Right, Flat 5, Kirk Place, 
Dunbeg, was out in Oban 
with the woman at about 
1.30am on October 2 when 
he grabbed her by the hair, 
causing her to fall to the 
ground. Both were drunk at 
the time.

Defending, agent Edward 
Thornton said the couple 
are still together and have 
decided to look at their 
drinking habits as a result of 
the incident.

Drivers caught 
out as cold 
snap continues
the weekend was blamed 
for a number of one-car road 
crashes.

However, the head of 
road policing in Argyll has 
praised drivers and gritters 
for keeping the number 
of accidents down to a 
minimum.

The A85 at Strone Hill, 
between Dalmally and 
Tyndrum had to be closed 
for a short period of time 
to allow the road to be 
gritted following a one-car 
road accident at 8.45am on 
Saturday involving Morag 
Maclachlan, her mother and 
three children.

Morag said: ‘The road was 
horrendous; you couldn’t 
even stand on it without 
slipping. Apart from a few 
bumps and bruises and 
shock we were all alright 
and got home all thanks to 
the passer-by who stopped 
to help, the ambulance men 
and the Oban policemen, 
especially Andy, who were 
amazing.’

On Sunday, the driver of 
a car escaped uninjured but 
was suffering from shock 
after his car slid off the road 
at Kilmaronaig and into the 
water, one mile east of Loch 
Etive.

The incident happened 
around 11am and the vehicle 
was quickly recovered.

This car hit and damaged a wall in the village of 
Dalmally after the driver lost control. 08_t51crash01

REPORT
by EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

THE isles of Coll and Tiree 
have suffered some winter 
disruption in recent weeks 
– after grit stocks held for 
the isles was found to be 
‘unsuitable’.

Islanders were left 
perplexed when council 
staff were observed not 
gritting roads, but trimming 
road verges during recent 
frosty weather.

As a result, the only gritting 
that was done for a few 
days was by the islanders 
themselves.

Speaking last week, one 
resident of Coll said: ‘The 
roads were dangerous and 
white with snow.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said they 
acted as soon as they were 
made aware of the situation.

She said: ‘We only became 
aware of a problem last 
Wednesday morning.

‘There is usually a 
stockpile of salt on Tiree, 
which is used between there 
and Coll. 

‘When the quality of this 
stockpile was highlighted 
as being unsuitable, 
arrangements were made to 
replenish with fresh material 
from Oban. This was 
arranged on Wednesday, and 
was sent out the following 
day by ferry.’

Grit stocks ‘unsuitable’ 
for use on Coll and Tiree

Also on Sunday, a 
car slid off the road at 
Stronmagachan, near 
Inveraray. The female driver 
was not seriously hurt.

Last Thursday, a driver 
crashed into a wall on the 
A85 through Dalmally after 
losing control of the vehicle 
on the slippery road surface. 
The driver was not injured.

Argyll Road Policing 
Inspector Hugh O’Neill said: 
‘I think we got off lightly 
over the weekend and this 
is testament to the Scotland 
Transerv and council gritter 
drivers who were out.

‘The gritters were out 
within 45 minutes of us 
identifying any dangerous 
areas of road and the only 
problem they had was the 
geographical size of the 
area. We had problems 
on the A85 and A819 but 
I commend the sensible 
driving of motorists, who 

are taking on board our 
message that if a journey is 
not essential, they should 
think twice about driving in 
these extreme conditions.’

Meanwhile, police said 
a 43-year-old man is to be 
reported to the procurator 

into a tree near Dunbeg last 
Thursday evening.

The incident happened 
at 7.24pm, when his car 
collided with a tree close 
to the Wide Mouthed Frog 
restaurant, on the A85.

were called to the scene and 
the driver of the vehicle was 
cut free from the car before 
being taken to Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.

The road was closed for a 
period as a result.

A police spokesperson 
said: ‘The driver sustained 
serious but not life 
threatening injuries.’

Tribute to truckers who ensured no disruption to deliveries

RESIDENTS in rural Lorn 
will still have a mobile library 
service, even if they do not 
have a dedicated van.

Argyll and Bute Council is 
proposing ditching the existing 
mobile library and it was 
assumed by many this meant 
the end to the library service.

However, an Argyll and Bute 
spokeswoman said: ‘Although 

we are proposing to remove the 
Lorn van, this does not mean 
we will stop mobile services in 
the Oban and Lorn area.

‘We currently have three 
mobile library vans covering 
Lorn, Mid Argyll and Lomond. 
Those currently operating in 
Mid Argyll and Lomond are 
newer vehicles, which are tied 
into lease arrangements, which 

would be very expensive to 
terminate early. This does not 
apply to the Lorn van.

‘If the plan is approved, 
Argyll and Bute will have two 
mobile libraries instead of 
three, but they will still cover 
the whole area. 

‘We would redraft the routes 
of the two remaining vehicles. 
Whilst some locations in all 

three areas, which currently 
feature on the mobile libraries’ 
route, will no longer feature, 
there is no question that all 
three areas would still receive 
a service. 

‘There are currently 435 
active borrowers registered 
to Lorn. The total running 
costs of the vehicle are about 
£32,800 a year.’

Mobile library service ‘will continue’ in rural Lorn

paid tribute to its haulage 

through recent wintry 
weather to ensure there was 
no disruption to deliveries.

Scottish Sea Farms, 
in South Shian, near 
Benderloch, were left 

sweating as transport chaos 
swept the country, causing 
many roads to the south, 
north and east to close.

There were concerns that 
deliveries of salmon to high 

and Spencers might not be 
completed, during one of 

the busiest times of the year.
But staff at North Connel 
haulers D and J Campbell 
knuckled down and got 
the job done, despite the 

A spokesperson for Scottish 
Sea Farms said: ‘The local 
transport company were 

fantastic. Everyone rallied 
round and grafted away to 
make sure deliveries reached 
our clients. Thankfully, there 
was no disruption.’

With the weather having 
eased, the number of lorry 
loads leaving Scottish 
Sea Farms has returned to 
the average of four a day, 
although up to six are now 
being dispatched to cope 
with the festive demand.

Ian Campbell, partner 
of D and J Campbell, is 
hoping the weather doesn’t 
deteriorate again.

He said: ‘The weather is 
getting better now thankfully, 

but the last couple of weeks 
have been a nightmare. 

‘The central belt was the 
worst, especially around 
Cumbernauld. When one 
driver got stuck, we just 
decided not to send any 
more out until there was an 
alternative route. We kept 
in touch with Transport 
Scotland and, while we 
normally go through 
Stirling, we ended up using 
the west side of the M8. The 
Edinburgh side was better.

‘I’m just hoping the cold 
weather doesn’t come back 
at the end of the week as 
they’ve forecast.’

Plumbers working round the clock
have been working round 
the clock to help deal with 
damage caused by the recent 
cold snap.

Freezing temperatures in 
the area, coupled with the 

thaw at the end of last week 
- and the prospect of  caused 
many household pipes to 
burst. Oban plumber Adrian 
Cakebread, who works for 
JM Gillies Plumbers, said 
on Monday: ‘There’s not 

one place you could say 
was worse than another. 
We’re getting calls from 
everywhere.

‘The problem is particularly 
bad in older houses, which 
are not so well insulated.’ 

POLICE are warning party-
goers to be watchful of their 
possessions this festive 
season.

The advice follows 
reports of thefts of personal 
property over the weekend. 

In the early hours of 
Sunday morning a jacket 
was stolen from Skipinnish 
Ceilidh House after it was 
left unattended and a mobile 
phone was stolen from a 
jacket in The Waterfront.

Enquiries are continuing 
into both thefts. Anyone 
with any information should 
contact Oban Police Station 
on 01631 510500.

Thefts warning

Sat 18 & Sun 19 Dec, 12noon-4pm 
Celebrate the festive season with us at the beautiful Arduaine Garden. Santa will be making a guest appearance plus it’s 
never too early for mulled wine and mince pies, so we’ll have plenty of those too!
Entry by donation. Visit to Santa is £3 and includes a small gift. 

Arduaine Garden
Arduaine, Oban, PA34 4XQ
Tel: 0844 493 2216

Visit our website for more information and your chance to WIN £200 to spend in our online shop! 

www.nts.org.uk/christmas

The National Trust for Scotland for Places of Historic Interest or Natural Beauty is a charity registered in Scotland, Charity Number SC 007410

Santa’s Grotto at Arduaine Garden  
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YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone number is also required 

without a contact telephone number will not be printed. 
Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of 
producing the biggest local newspaper in the West 
Highlands.
It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct 

pages please write to The Editor, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving your day-
time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code of Conduct. 
The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig
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Early winter in 
Glasgow
AS FAR as functions are 
concerned the most used 
word this past week has 
been ‘cancelled’ as snow 
and ice brought the city to 
a standstill.

Few can remember 
having to cope with such 
extremes at this time of 

to a halt, cars were 
abandoned, schools and 
colleges closed and public 
transport, road, rail and air 
was, at best, chaotic. 

When did you last see the 
sledge taking over from 
the shopping basket in the 
city of Glasgow? 

The bad weather meant 
amazing adaptations by the 
public as they attempted 
to maintain normal life as 
much as they could and 
hopefully individuals and 

from their experience if, 
as we are informed by the 
government, such winter 
conditions will be the 
norm in the years to come.

Trad Awards
READERS of this column 
will have noticed that in 
the Pub Scene the name 
Donald MacRae is still 
appearing.

Quite a feat when you 

started singing in the Park 
Bar in the 1960s. 

It gives me great 
pleasure in extending 
congratulations to him on 
his recent induction to the 
Scottish Traditional Music 
Hall of Fame.

For generations of 
Glasgow Gaels, Donald 
MacRae has been an 
institution, singing the 
songs they love in his 
own relaxed style and it is 
wonderful that he has been 
recognised by the wider 
traditional scene in this 
way.  

Well done Donald and 
well done also to Fiona 
Hunter lead singer with 
Malinky, the winners of 
this year’s best Scottish
Folk Band.

A graduate of the Royal 
Scottish Academy of 
Music and Drama, Fiona 
spent many years singing 
with Glasgow Islay Junior 
Gaelic Choir, a choir 
whose former conductor, 
Eilidh MacKenzie, was 
named Gaelic Singer of 
the Year.  

With so many wonderful 
traditional musicians on 
the scene nowadays these 
are, indeed, prestigious 
awards.

President-elect
SHINTY enthusiasts 
throughout the land 
will be delighted that 
Archie Robertson will 
succeed Duncan Cameron 
as president of the 
Camanachd Association.  

Since the early 1970s, 
when he came to Glasgow 
for employment, he has 
been a stalwart member 
of Glasgow Mid Argyll 
Shinty Club, serving for 
most of those years on 
the committee and being 
central to all developments 
undertaken by the club.

In his role as president he 
will follow in the footsteps 
of his fellow Mid Argyll 
member Duncan Cameron 
but, perhaps more 

taking up a position once 
held by his own father.  

Archie took up shinty 
while at primary school 
and played at the highest 
level for Lovat and Mid 
Argyll as well as for the 
international team. 

Well known and well-
liked throughout the 
shinty community he is 

association forward for the 
next three years.

I am sure everyone in 
the Glasgow area will join 
with me in wishing Archie 
every success.

Diary dates
Thursday December 16:
Prostate Cancer Charity 
Concert, City Chambers, 
7pm, featuring Glasgow 
Islay Gaelic Choir - 
cancelled due to weather.
Friday December 17:
Uist and Barra Association 
ceilidh dance, Crawford 
Hall, Beith Street, Partick, 
9pm-1am.
Saturday December 
18: Highlander’s Club 
ceilidh dance, Partick 
Burgh Hall, 8pm, Mhairi 
Coutts Trio. Capercaille, 
Paisley Abbey. Doors 
open 7.30pm. Runrig, 
Barrowlands - sold out. 
Paisley Carol Concert, 
Holy Trinity and St
Barnabas Church, 
featuring Sineag
MacIntyre and Kathleen 
MacInnes, 2.30pm.
Sunday December 19:
Piping competition, Islay 
Inn - see Pub Scene.

Pub scene
GUNNA Sound will 
be busy this weekend 
playing in the Park Bar on 
Saturday and Sunday and 
the Islay Inn on Friday.  

Eriskay Lilt will be in 
the Park on Friday while 
the Clachies will be in the 
Islay Inn on Saturday.  

On Sunday the Islay Inn 
will host the second round 
of its piping competition 
when the competitors will 
be Alisdair MacLaren, 
Chris Armstrong, John 
Mulhearn and Margaret 
Dunn.

The audience will vote to 
decide which two pipers 

in January. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.
co.uk.

Can the Scots             
ever get                     
it right?
AS WE sit huddled over 

overdraft will stand the 
ever-increasing demands 
of the electricity board, 
we should remember 
there’s a guy who is paid a 
great deal of cash - about 
three times that given to 
the Prime Minister - to 
forecast accurately what 
our winter weather is 
supposed to be. 

Last time he was heard
he was telling us that we 
were in for a series of 
‘warm, wet winters’. 

That was at a time when 
bridges were being swept 

in pursuit of their duty, 
were being drowned. 

What was true on that 
occasion was that it was 
wet, too damned wet, but 
it wasn’t all that warm. 

Last winter, by no stretch 
of the imagination, was 
anything other than a 
typical Victorian winter 
with sledging and boom 
business for skiers and 
other devotees of winter 
sports.

I didn’t mind that 60 
years ago as I would have 
been enjoying superb 
alpine conditions amid 
wonderful scenery and 
what thermals there were 
available then.

Now I’m past three score 
and ten and chary of even 
going out in reasonable 
conditions.

I am also mindful of 
the enormous growth in 
diabetes - and it’s not just 
among the obese, sugar 
addicts.

Chaps who play sport 

have to cope with what is 
one of the scourges of 21st 
century living. 

I must admit that while 
the young guys still pursue 
the perfect male physique, 
the young ladies with 
huge thighs, a more than 
adequate supply of cheap 
chocolate and far too much 
cake and candy do nothing 
to attract a wolf-whistle or 
a sly demand as to ‘what 
are you doing tonight, 
darling?’ 

This cold weather does 
nothing to help their 
fashion-plate image as 
they freeze in gear that 
was never meant to deal 
with sub-zero temperatures 
and worn several inches 
above the knee.

Be realistic, get granny’s 
ankle length coat out of the 
dressing-up box, tart it up 
a bit and you’ll be warm 
and comfortable and free 
from a visit to the doctor 
for a remedy for a chill or 
something more nasty. 

At least, the boys, admit 
defeat and head for the
second-hand shops that 
do a roaring trade at this 
time of year in old army 
greatcoats which are the 
best antidote to most types 
of weather thrown at us 
currently.

Transport         
chaos
- as ever!
HOWEVER, Stewart
Stevenson, the now-
resigned Scottish Transport 
Minister, has done the 
‘decent thing’ and resigned 

chaos caused by the failure 
of his schemes to get us 
from point ‘a’ to point 
‘b’ without being stuck 
overnight in a huge queue 
of cars and without food or 

hot drinks. 
What his boss Alex 

Salmond did not do was 
to accept his resignation 
graciously and timeously 
and let the snow fall for 
a month or two and re-
appoint him to another 
post.

It was certainly on this 
occasion not Stewart
Stevenson’s fault but it 
was that of a senior civil 
servant.

I’m not a particular fan 
of Mr Stevenson but I 
think a bit more of him 
now than I do for Alex 
Salmond who clings to 

leech desperate for blood.
This strange body, 

Transport Scotland, was 
one of Mr Salmond’s 
creations to get Scotland’s 
roads moving. 

In this, over the past 
two years, it has been a 
pathetic failure. 

Whoever wins the 
Scottish Parliament 
elections next May is 
going to have a king-
sized hangover to try to 
sort it out. Whoever takes 
the job - and there is no 
guaranteed knighthood 
even if he/she makes a 

a substantial bonus. That 
is about all that will be on 
offer.

We tend to spend as little 
as possible in capital, 
skimp on revenue funding 
and wonder why we are 
said to have among the 
worst roads in Europe. 

Most Irish roads are a 
pleasure to drive on or be 
driven on compared to 
ours - even when there is 
grass down the centre of 
them! And we cater for 
tourists?

‘Maclay Days’ 
Stories from 
Glasgow
SCOTTISH author, 
scriptwriter and TV 
producer Lorn Macintyre, 
the second of four sons of 
a distinguished banker and 
poet Angus, has done it 
again with his latest book 
‘Maclay Days’ Stories
from Glasgow’. 

Every student of the ’60s 
and ’70s of the last century 
should be given a copy for 
Christmas, even if they 
didn’t go to Glasgow. 

I didn’t but I recognise if 
not the particular person 
who is the main character 
in his tale but certainly 
recognise the genre and 
empathised or otherwise 
with them.

This volume is a sequel 
to his ‘Tobermory Days’ 
and ‘Tobermory Tales’. 

The characters, while 

and remind us of the 
trials and tribulations of 
ensuring that parents, and 
particularly maiden aunts, 

of what we were about and 
whom we might be seeing, 
even down to details of 
which type of accordion 
we were playing when we 
should have been studying 
medicine.

If you don’t know Lorn’s 
work already, here is an 
admirable volume to make 
his acquaintance. 

It’s in good bookshops 
now and will have a 
launch in Oban towards 
the end of next month.

This week’s flashback photograph is of Tobermory, Isle of Mull. The photo was taken from Colin Armstrong of 
Coventry’s collection of old photos of Oban and the surrounding area. We invite readers to send in flashback 

photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@
obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. 

Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Tobermory, Isle of Mull

Save Ulva Ferry 
Primary School 
Sir,
I am writing to express deep 
concern over the proposed 
closure of Ulva Ferry 
Primary School on the Isle 
of Mull.

The school lies in a fairly 
remote rural area, which 
is enjoying an increase 
in the number of young 
families moving in. There 
are presently eight pupils in 
the school and no fewer than 
13 toddlers and ‘babes in 
womb’ who will be entering 
the school over the next few 
years.

Close the school and the 
young families will almost 
all move away; the journey 
to Dervaig school is too 
onerous, and dangerous in 
winter, to contemplate for 

We have no shop, pub or 
village hall so the school is 
the centre of the community, 
providing a ‘get-together’ 
place.

The children thrive in this 
ambience. It is a pleasure 
to meet them and see how 

well-mannered they are, 
thoughtful of one another 
and of their elders.

 Sending them to school 
elsewhere is unrealistic. 
Apart from the time small 
children would have to 
spend travelling, all possible 
routes are often closed and 
frequently dangerous in 
winter.

Even the roads department 
deems them too risky for 
their employees - but okay 

We have become 
accustomed to expect 
disregard for rural areas from 
central government. I would 
like to think our own council 
is less short-sighted.
Lucy Mackenzie Panizzon, 
by email. 

Don’t neglect 
villages
Sir,
Every recession brings 
cut-backs, but these are 
generally reversed when the 
good times return.

By contrast, school closures 
are seldom reversed. Once 
a school closes, it has gone 
forever. Should we care? I 
think we should.

Most parents want 
to raise their younger 
children amongst friends 
and neighbours served by 
local school that provides a 
familiar ‘home from home’ 
environment. Better still 
is to have a shop, a Post 

events.
A village that loses these 

things is no longer a village 
– it is a mere commuter zone 

in which people come and go 
and lead separate lives. As 
our local authority, Argyll 
and Bute Council has a 
responsibility to prevent this 
happening. A school is one 
of the major attractors that 
keeps a settled population 
in place and encourages 
new blood in. As a result, 

countryside is better cared for 
and youngsters grow up in a 
wholesome environment.

Common sense tells us that 
this is so and that the current 
proposed schools closure 
programme represents the 
worst form of short-termism.
On the bigger is better 
argument, a recent US report 
said: ‘Hundreds of studies 
have found that students 
who attend small schools 
out perform those in large 
schools on every academic 
measure from grades to test 
scores. They are less likely 
to drop out and more likely 
to attend college.’

It is hard to believe that 
things are so different on 
this side of the Atlantic as to 
warrant an exactly opposite 
conclusion.

Doubtless, Argyll and Bute 
Council has some extremely 

in the weeks and months 
ahead but asset stripping the 
villages in its care ought not 
to be one of them.
Andrew McIntyre, 
Barcaldine, Oban. 

Hit list ‘discussions’
Sir,
Your article on December 
2, referring to a school ‘hit 
list’ does not give a wholly 
accurate report of my 
statements to the council 
meeting held on November 
29.

Your report quotes me as 
saying: ‘A number of hit lists 
had been discussed.’ 

I’d like to clarify that 
statement. Prior to my arrival 
at the council in May, there 
were rumours of ‘hit lists’ for 

meeting that I too had heard 

to the best of my knowledge 
these lists existed purely in 
that form - just a rumour. 
These are the ‘discussions’ I 
referred to.

the council was to agree a 
standard methodology for 
assessing schools so we 
could take an objective view 
of our whole school estate.

The list we asked 
councillors to consider for 
consultation has constantly 
evolved since the start of 
the process. I expect it will 
evolve further as our formal 
consultation takes place.
Cleland Sneddon, 
Executive Director of 
Community Services, 
Argyll and Bute Council. 

Winter weather 
thanks
Sir, 
I am writing to put on record 
my thanks to all those within 
the Highlands and Islands 
who have gone above and 
beyond the call of duty to help 
others during the horrendous 
weather conditions of the 
last two weeks.

I have been hearing about 
many examples of members 
of the emergency services, 
health professionals, council 
staff and ordinary members 
of the public who have 
done amazing work to try 
and keep local services and 
communities working as 
near to normal as possible.

It has been particularly 
heartening to hear about 
ordinary people who have 
helped their neighbours 
clearing paths or drives, 
helped fetch messages 
or helped in emergency 
situations when they have 

situations themselves.
I would like to say thank 

you to each and every one of 

hard work and dedication, 
which may be called upon 
again, as the weather 
forecasters have intimated 
that more bad weather may 
be on the way. I know their 
efforts are much appreciated 
and I thank them all.
Dave Thompson, MSP for 
the Highlands and Islands. 

Encouraging
development
Sir,
Your correspondent 
James Kennedy expresses 
disappointment with my 
actions and those of my 
colleague Councillor Eddie 
Hunter. 

His reference to my 
declaration of interest in 
the Blar Mor development 
requires further explanation. 
My interest is based on my 
desire to bring a quality 
development and jobs to 
Lochaber. To that end I 
chose to publicly promote 
the master plan for the 
Blar and in the interests 
of transparency to declare 
that interest and remove 
myself from determining the 
planning application. This 
has also freed me to help 

gain for the community. The 
gift of 10 acres of land and 
£500,000 should be of great 

Mr Kennedy also claims to 
be shocked that Councillor 
Bill Clark did not receive a 
seconder for his amendment 

recommendation to refuse 
permission for a supermarket 
on the North Road site. The 
shock would have come if any 

of the other 13 councillors 
present lent support to a 

if approved against policy, 
would have killed off the 
strategic planning at Blar 
Mor which will result in 
many of the aspirations of 
Lochaber residents being 
met.

Mr Kennedy suggests 
Lochaber Independent 
councillors have disappointed 
since being elected. I would 
remind James of three 
examples of our work since 
we were elected in 2007. 
Invernevis House care home 
was to be closed, as was Roy 
Bridge Primary School and 

as a result of the unpopular 

for Fort William waterfront. 
Today the care home remains 
open; Roy Bridge School
was saved from closure and 
The Waterfront has been 
shelved and replaced with 
an alternative achievable 
plan for major investment in 
Lochaber. 

It has been those 
‘disappointing’ Independent 
councillors who brought 
about those changes and 
have been pro-active in 
encouraging development in 
Lochaber.
Donald Cameron, 
Councillor for Ward 
22, Fort William and 
Ardnamurchan. 

Joiner turns
back time
Sir,
Regarding your article 
‘Taynuilt builders unearth 
the news from 1958’, I am 
Robin Pollock, the only 
surviving one of the joiners 
mentioned, now living in 
New Zealand.

apprenticeship as a joiner 

McNicol. At the time we 
planted the bottle, I was 18 
years old. I am now 70. 

I vaguely remember that 
day, especially putting the 
paper in as I was a keen 
football fan and player. 

great Brazilian team with 
the young Pele appearing 
on the scene. Taynuilt had 
a lot smaller population in 
those days and I must say I 
enjoyed working in various 
homes in the village and 
surrounding areas. As a 
joiner you often put your 
name and date on pieces of 

done to the McGougan’s 
Builders lads for adding 
their bit and putting it back 
for future renovations.

Your paper still does a great 
job in the area as it did when 
I was young.
Robin Pollock, New 
Zealand.

Tied up in red tape
IS it really necessary to burden some of our small 
businesses with even more costly red tape?

Establishments wishing to offer an al fresco service 
to their customers have been told they have to obtain 
planning permission to do so. That’ll be £300 - a lot of 
cups of tea and coffee in anybody’s language.

Assuming planning permission is granted there is the 
inevitable permit - which must be renewed annually. 

That’ll be another £150 a year.
One wonders exactly what you get for your £150 that 

you don’t already get paying business rates. 

Given the limited opportunities for al fresco dining 
in Oban, surely the council’s time and effort be better 
expended elsewhere.
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ARGYLL AND BUTE RURAL SCHOOLS DEBATE

Stable numbers at Ulva
CONTINUING our look at the schools under threat as the consultation pe-
riod continues, this week we focus on Ulva Primary, Mull, and Kilmodan 
Primary, Glendaruel

Ulva Primary School is on the north-west coast of Mull serving a rural population of 
about 100. It is a coastal community with many disparate families, but with only one 
community building, the school.
How long it has been in existence?
The current building is relatively new, replacing previous facilities that had been in 
the area since 1870. Famous ex-pupils from the area include Sir Lachlan Macquarie, 
known as the Father of Australia, amongst many others who have gone on to be lawyers, 
bankers and writers. 
Number of pupils affected if the school was to close: Eight.
Parent Council comment: People have moved here because of the school. People will 
not choose to move to an area, with a young family, if there is nowhere for them to be 
educated. In the long run this will mean the community will cease to have younger 
people living in it.
Journey times to the next school/distance to the receiving school: 43 minutes
Parent Council comment: Our timings of this journey add at least 10 minutes to this 

was blocked off for nine weeks last year.
School capacity/occupancy levels:  21 per cent
Parent Council comment: We think the occupancy levels are calculated incorrectly 
and do not take into account the way a modern classroom is managed.
School roll: 2010/2011 is seven pupils
Cost per child: £12,183
School use: School is used fewer than 10 times a year for booked community use. 
Parent Council comment: Every event organised by the school is a community event, 
but not necessarily booked as a let. The school is used regularly for activities.
Class size in receiving school: two classes with a total roll of 25 pupils made up of P1-3 
with 13 pupils and P4-7 12 pupils.
Saving to council from staff and property: £61,553
Transport costs to take pupils to new school: £15,000
Parent Council conclusion:
Despite its remote location and small-scattered population, Ulva Primary School has a 

A strong local community supports the school and every school event is well attended 
by local residents as well as family and friends. The area has no other community 
building, nor church or shop. The nearest school is 53 minutes away by, in winter, a 
treacherous road. Pupils embrace the principles of the Curriculum for Excellence every 
day. As well as being successful learners, with 100 per cent positive results in June 2010, 
they are responsible citizens with fundraising and beach cleans, effective contributors 
working with the Museum of Scotland Mediascape project and teaching resuscitation to 

The isolated geography of the Ulva area should presume against closing this school as 
it would leave this remote community without an important incentive for future social 
and economic regeneration. It is an excellent school.

Kilmodan road safety fears
KILMODAN Primary School is situated in the heart of Glendaruel. It serves the Cowal 
communities of Glendaruel and Colintraive, with a catchment area of more than 20 
miles in length.  The council’s proposal would see the catchment area of Strachur 
Primary School extended to include the current catchment area north of Kilmodan 
Primary School. The catchment area of Tighnabruaich Primary School would also be 
extended to include the current catchment south area of Kilmodan.
Journey times: According to the council’s proposal document, the journey time from 
Kilmodan to Strachur Primary is 12.3 miles and would take 25 minutes. The journey 
from Kilmodan to Tighnabruaich Primary is 11.6 miles and would take 30 minutes.
Parent Council comment: The journey from the extremities of the catchment area to 
the proposed schools is not acceptable by the council’s own guideline of 45 minutes. 
The journey to the proposed schools represents a tangible risk in terms of road safety. 
Both routes are undertaken on road surfaces of variable quality.
Occupancy level of the school: 33 per cent; School roll: 2010/2011: 22
Parent Council comment: 

School use:  Between 2005 and 2009 there have been seven lets by community groups 
of Kilmodan Primary School. The last let was in March 2009.
Parent Council response: The current proposal would not only divide the Colintraive 
and Glendaruel communities but also split the Glendaruel community. This would leave 
Glendaruel with only Kilmodan Church as a central meeting place.

Class sizes: The capacity for Strachur Primary School is 96 with the number of 
children to come from Kilmodan being six (based on the expected 2011/12 rolls). This 
would bring the total number of pupils in Strachur up to 63 split into three classes. The 
capacity for Tighnabruaich Primary School is 78 with the number of children to come 
from Kilmodan being 12 (based on the expected 2011/2012 rolls). This would bring the 
total number of pupils in Tighnabruaich up to 36 split into two classes. The combined 
occupancy across all schools in the proposal would be 62 per cent.
Parent Council comment:  The original proposal contained arguments and data on a 
number of points from projected school rolls through to occupancy rates, travel times 
and projected savings which don’t stack up.
Saving to council in staff and property: £149,909
Transport costs to take pupils to new schools: £23,074
Parent Council response: Kilmodan Parent Council and associated community groups 

process regarding closure.
Kilmodan has consistently delivered a high standard of education as recorded in the 

Quality and Standards Report. 
There is no evidence to suggest that moving the children to a larger school will improve 

their education.
A primary school is a key facet of a community’s ability to develop and sustain itself. 

The loss of the school would potentially force people to leave the community and would 
reduce the likelihood of new families moving to the area.

Support pledged for 
Ardchattan parents

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

THE COMMUNITY of 
Bonawe has given its full 
support to local parents as 
they decide whether or not to 

school.
Last week’s meeting at 

Ardchattan Primary School 
was called by the Friends 
of Ardchattan - which is 
a separate body from the 
parent council - in an effort 
to discover the level of 
support and how best to 
move forward.

However, the parent council 
is yet to decide its next step, 
saying the low school roll is 

development of its pupils.
Susan Bland, who co-

chaired the meeting and is 
chairwoman of the parent 

pupils currently, there will 
be three next year.  However, 

there are nine building plots 
here, two of which have 
been sold.Educationally, the 
kids are doing really well, 
but three pupils in a school, 
socially, is not good. 

‘That’s not to say the roll 
won’t increase in the future,’ 
she added. ‘If it does close 
though, I can’t see a lot of 
people moving here in the 
future.’

She said that, in addition to 
providing an excellent level 
of education, the school is 
the only community facility 
within a realistic travelling 
distance and, as such, is 
used regularly by people in 
Bonawe.

‘There are things in the 
proposal that we could use 

to build a case, but it all 
comes down to the number 
of pupils at the school,’ she 
said.

Locals, who had turned out 
in numbers, were unanimous 
in their view – they would 
support the parent council 
whatever its decision.

‘I think it’s for the parents 
to make the decision, but I 
think I speak for everyone 
here when I say the 
community will support you 
whatever action you decide 
to take,’ one resident told 
the meeting.

Another asked what would 
happen to the building if 
the school was closed and 
wondered whether the 
community would be able 
to continue using it.

Councillor Elaine 
Robertson said: ‘I have 
asked that question; whether 

the community would be 
able to lease the building on 
a peppercorn rent.

‘I haven’t had a straight 
answer, but I haven’t been 
told ‘no’ so the door is 
theoretically open for that.’

The Friends have also 
recently spent thousands 
of pounds upgrading the 
school garden and there 
were questions on its future 
should the school close.

Local councillor Neil 
MacKay said that whatever 
decision the community 
takes, he and other local 
councillors would provide 
support where they can.

Susan Bland said: ‘I think 
the parents are now going 
to have a parent council 
meeting and we will take it 
from there.

‘There are a lot of emotions 
involved in this.’

Bonawe community will support school 
council over its verdict on closure plans

MSP calls for urgent rethink on primary proposals
MSP JIM Mather has hit out 
at Argyll and Bute Council’s 
rural school closure 
proposals, claiming they are 
‘riddled with errors’.

The formal public 
consultation exercise began 
on Monday and Mr Mather 
expects them to be opposed 

by every community 
affected.

‘Along with the SNP 
group of councillors on the 
council, I am keen to see 
this re-thought such that 
we avoid adverse impact 
on children, families, local 
communities and their 

economies, recognise 

settlement from John 
Swinney is much better than 
was expected and recognise 
also that ‘savings’ often 
either do not materialise or 
cost others dear.

‘I would also say that it is 

clear now to everyone that 
the school closure proposals 
from Argyll and Bute 
Council are riddled with 
errors. If the council does 
not withdraw the closure 
list now, then it should be 
vigorously opposed by 
every community.’ 

Public meetings planned for early in new year
A SERIES of public 
meetings to discuss the 
school closure proposals is 

to take place in the new year. 
Starting at 7pm, they will be 
held at Kilchrenan Primary, 

January 13; Dalmally 
Primary, January 19; 
Victory Hall, Benderloch, 

January 26; Lochdonhead 
Primary, January 31 and 
Ulva Primary, February 1.

RESIDENTS in Argyll and 

the county’s top education 
stars for the Scottish 
Education Awards.

The awards, which 
celebrate hard work and 
innovation in Scottish 
classrooms, were launched 
by Education Secretary 
Michael Russell.

He said: ‘I want all those 
within education across 
Scotland to start thinking 
about what they’re doing or 
have seen that others could 
learn from.

‘If you think your school is 
doing something innovative, 
exciting or of genuine merit, 
get online and put it forward 
for the Scottish Education 
Awards.’

Councillor Isobel 
Strong, Argyll and Bute’s 
spokesperson for education 
and lifelong learning, said: 
‘I know there is fantastic 
work going on in schools 
the length and breadth 
of Argyll and Bute and I 
would encourage all those 
who think that their teacher 
or school deserves to be 
recognised and celebrated to 
get their nomination in.’

The Scottish Education 
Awards are open to all 
publicly funded schools.

Award categories 
recognise the dedication of 
teachers, head-teachers and 
support staff. 

Nominations can be made 
until March 4 next year.  

Search begins         
for stars of              
the classroom

Helensburgh 
transformation
THE OBAN CHORD 
project has been left behind 
after Helensburgh approved 
its multi-million town centre 
transformation.

The plans involve 
developing a vibrant, 
attractive and sustainable 
town centre and waterfront 
at the West Bay Esplanade. 

The aim is to provide 
the people who live, work 
and visit the town with 
an attractive environment 
for shopping, relaxing and 
socialising.

Councillors believe there 
will be an increased footfall, 

businesses in the town by 
capturing a greater share 
of the retail and leisure 
markets.

Meanwhile in 
Oban, councillors are 
reconsidering plans for 
the waterfront area after a 
scheme to bring seasonal 
transit pontoons to the bay 
was considered too risky 
for the council to borrow 
money to invest.

THE MULL Rally dates for 
2011 have been announced.

The event will take 
place over the weekend of 
October 7-9 next year.

It is being organised by 
Mull Car Club, which 
stepped in to run the 2010 
rally after the previous 
organisers withdrew after 30 
years.

Mull Rally dates   
for 2011 unveiled

Collecting cash for the Firefighters Charity were, from left, Tony McLarney, Allan Robinson and Allan
Cameron. 08_t51fire01

Firefighters swap hoses for buckets!
FIREFIGHTERS in Oban 
swapped their hoses and 
ladders for charity buckets 
and badges as they collected 

Charity.
Crew members from the 

Group Two shift were in 
George Street on Saturday 
with charity buckets and 
collected nearly £1,000 for 
the charity.

of every description, from 
crews like ourselves to RAF 

charity has three centres for 
physiotherapy and helps 
those injured on duty.’

held a car wash for charity 
and were recognised 
nationally for enlisting a 
record number of donors to 
the Anthony Nolan Trust’s 
bone marrow register.

Faigh barrachd fiosrachaidh air a’ phrògram

ionnsachaidh aig astar againn airson a h-uile 

duine a tha airson a’ Ghàidhlig ionnsachadh no 

an cuid Gàidhlig a neartachadh. Tha iomadh 

latha tòiseachaidh is clàr-ama againn agus bidh 

na cùrsaichean againn gad fhàgail nas fileanta

sa chànan agus a’ leigeil leat a’ dol air aghaidh 

gu ìre ceum oilthigh tro mheadhan na Gàidhlig.

Find out more about our supported distance

learning programme for anyone wishing to

learn or improve their Gaelic. With various

entry dates and timetables to suit your needs 

our courses are designed to enable you to

become fluent in the language and to progress

to degree level study through the medium 

of Gaelic.

01471 888449
astar@smo.uhi.ac.uk

CÙRSAICHEAN AIR ASTAR
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Coffee evening
STAFF and pupils at 
Achaleven Primary School 
held a coffee evening at the 
school last week, raising 
£276.50.

Visitors were able to enjoy 
snacks and refreshments, 

the range of goods on sale at 
the stalls.

The children have decided 
to use the money for a 
trip to Glasgow to see this 
year’s Panto, Snow White. A 
spokesperson for the school 
said: ‘We are very grateful 
for those that turned up.’

Parents and supporters of The Toy Cupboard recently raised £230.59 at a ‘Creme de la Creme’ afternoon tea. 
Using pretty tablecloths, flowers and wonderful home baking, waitresses with crisp white pinnies gave the 
afternoon a bygone era feel. All proceeds go towards providing a lending library of toys and weekly sessions 
at the Church Centre where parents and children under six can come and have fun. 07_t49creme49

Weather
ALTHOUGH Islay has not 
had the heavy snowfalls 
experienced in other Scottish 
islands and the Argyll 
mainland, the past week of 
persistent freezing weather 
made for icy roads and tracks 
throughout the island. 

Several local events were 
cancelled or re-scheduled.

High school French 
fashion show

year French class designed, 

video of their fashion show. 
The ‘journaliste’ 

interviewers were pupils 
Stacy, Mirren, Alex, Joseph, 
Dylan and Emma, who in 
turn conversed in French 
with their classmates who 
were dressed either as 
‘models’ or the ‘public’. 

Their teacher, Miss 
MacGregor, was also 
interviewed by a pupil. The 
short video can be seen at 
http://vimeo.com/17605724.

Bowmore pre-5s 
tartan fundraiser
CHILDREN at Bowmore 
Pre-5 Unit had a fun, learning 
day while raising money for 
the ‘Children 1st’ charity. 

At the start of the week 
the children were helped 
to search for tartans on the 
internet, then they planned 
to paint their own. 

The colours chosen each 
had a special meaning to 
the children, relating to 
something important to them. 
The week was completed 
by inviting parents to the 
nursery to see the work. 

‘Kilt For Kids’ pin badges 
were sold and the children 
donated pennies for balloons 
and transfers. 

A big thank you goes to 
everyone who joined in and 
helped raise £63.

Carol service
ON SUNDAY the annual 
Christmas Carol Service was 
held at St John’s Church, 
Port Ellen, at 7.30pm. 

Còisir Ghàidhlig ìle, Islay’s 
senior Gaelic choir, will 
take part leading the Gaelic 
carols. Barcaldine Primary School pupils demonstrated their musical abilities at the 

school’s Christmas concert last week. The event, held at the village’s Sealife 
Sanctuary, celebrated the festive season in style, with the selection of songs and 
carols delighting the packed venue. t51barc1

Festive cheer
THE CHRISTMAS tree 
lights were switched on at 
Kilmore Hall on Saturday 
December 4 and a warm 
welcome was made by 
members of the community 
council with mulled 
wine, mincemeat pies and 
shortbread.

Games and sweets were 
enjoyed by the children 
while families and friends 
enjoyed a chat as the 100 
Club draw was made.

Winners of the December 
big draw were £100 M 
McMahon; £300 J Hamill; 
and £500 A Ferguson.

A Beetle Drive at 
Kilmore WRI organised for 
Wednesday December 8 had 
to be cancelled because of 
the icy weather conditions.

Morar
TEN LADIES attended the 
December meeting. 

After the usual business 
discussion the theme for the 
evening was a Christmas 
table centre. 

gave two demonstrations of 
how to do this and needless 
to say she made it all look 
very easy. Thanks to Karen.

Competitions: Microwave 
dumpling - 1 Mary Ferguson; 
2 Isobel Morton; 3 Heather 
Simpson; 4 Christine Haynes. 
Christmas table centre - 
1 Isobel Morton; 2 June 

ARDNAMURCHAN High School was 
delighted to have Gaelic writer Catriona 
Lexy Campbell working with the S2 and S3 

Catriona was visiting the school as part of 
the ‘Sgrìobhadair ‘sa Sgire’ (Writers of the 
District) initative that brings Gaelic writers 
into schools to work with pupils. The pupils 
learned about how creative writing works, 

with Catriona showing the class some 
excellent examples. The class then worked 
on different scenarios and created characters, 
which will be explored further in class.

Gaelic teacher Colm O’Rua said: ‘Catriona 
is a well known writer and actress and her 
lesson was invaluable to the pupils who will 
be working on a creative writing piece for the 
Royal Mail Writing Awards next month.’

Ulva Primary School held a table top sale to raise 
money for Children in Need and school funds. Ten 
tables sold bric a brac, bread, bird food and local 
crafts. There was also a raffle and teas, coffees and 
delicious cakes. Organisers said it was an enjoyable 
day with lots of people coming from all over the 
island. The event raised £452.40.

THIS year’s Glenaray and Inveraray 
Parish Church Christmas sale was 
particularly special for the ladies of the 
church choir as they sold copies of a 
cookbook dedicated to the memory of 
a close friend.

Inspiration for book, which features 
local recipes, came from Janet Gibson 

who hoped it would be a good way of 
raising funds for the parish church.

However Janet’s sudden and untimely 
death in September this year meant that 

But, with the support of Janet’s family, 
the ladies of Inveraray Church Choir 
completed the book. In the opening 

pages of the book, dedicated to Janet’s 
memory, the ladies of the choir refer to 
a ‘tireless worker of the community’ 
and a truly ‘remarkable woman’. 

The church hall was jam packed as 
Inveraray folk enjoyed a cup of tea and 
home-baking and scoured the sweets, 
book and bric-a-brac stalls.

AN ARGYLL woman is celebrating after 
being honoured at this year’s Scottish 

Awards.
Frances Nolan, of Inveraray, was highly 

commended for the SQA Champion award, 
which recognises staff who champion SQA 

achieve their full potential. 
Frances, who runs Drumbeat training 

consultancy in Inveraray, has operated 
SQA-approved centres since 1991 and has 

helped more than 1,350 candidates achieve 

Known within the teaching profession as 
the ‘education Oscars’ the awards celebrate 
the achievements and commitment of 
learners, teachers, training providers and 
businesses across Scotland.

Frances said: ‘I am really pleased with the 
award. It’s nice to have yourself and your 
contribution recognised. The interesting 
thing about these awards is that they do 
not just recognise schools and colleges but 

private businesses and their commitment 
to developing talent.’

Dr Janet Brown, SQA chief executive, 
said: ‘Scottish education and training is 

achievements from students, schools, 
colleges and training centres.

‘To all who were entered, and particularly 
to those who made it through to the awards 
ceremony, well done. You represent the 
absolute best of Scotland and should take 
enormous pride in your achievements.’

Farming
THE FLOCK is still foraging 
in the snow and frost for 

Ruth Reddie, Agnes Liddell, Flora Crystal and Jane Mackay man their stall at the Glenaray and Inveraray 
Parish Church Christmas sale. 08_a49churchsale03

Inveraray’s Frances Nolan 
is delighted with her 
Scottish Qualifications 
Authority Star Award. 

ISLAY

Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215

Toy Cupboard tea is the ‘Crème de la crème’

‘Remarkable woman’ remembered at church sale

SCALPAY

Your correspondent 
is D Morrison: 
01859 540217

patches of decaying grass. 
From now, December, to 

early spring, sheep owners 
or shepherds follow their 
movement to care for them 
and provide hay if necessary 
for the sheep that lose 
weight.

Deer, as experts, tell us to 
make for the low ground 
for grazing through their 
movements.

Roads
GRITTERS have been out 
gritting where patches of 
slippery ice have formed on 
the main roads. 

By now, the roads have 
been well salted to allow 
motorists to drive. But local 
roads still have a slight touch 
of frost in patches. 

There is a light northerly 
wind.

Tourists
SOME people, who had been 
thinking about travelling 
across the Minch on a 
holiday trip, were in doubt 
about the journey because 
of the snow and ice affecting 
motoring.

Sailings
BOATS remain berthed 
locally because of strong 
winds.

Meanwhile, ferries 
continue to brave the wild 
weather, although there 
aren’t as many passengers at 
this time of year. 

Fishing
HERRING is brought from 
mainland ports, such as 
Mallaig, as herring from the 
Minch is scarce, it seems. 

Strong winds are prevailing 
and creel boats have been 
berthed for some weeks 
now, but for sheltered home 
sea areas.

Pollock is still quite 
plentiful when there is a 
lull in the weather to allow 

to catch them. Some were 
caught recently by one of 
the local creel boats during a 
calm period, which allowed 

use pollock for creel bait 
when there is no alternative.

Catriona Lexy Campbell with the Gaelic class.

Writer visits Ardnamurchan High School

Mull school sale raises charity cash

Foxwell; 3 Linda Maclean; 4 
Heather Simpson.

Hostesses were Christine 
Haynes and Pauline Elwell.

Karen kindly gave the table 

they were won by Christine 
Haynes and Ann Currie.

Oban
SIXTEEN members of 
Oban SWRI gathered at 
Manor House, Oban on 
December 7, 2010 for their 
Annual Christmas Dinner.  
As usual they were delighted 
with the delicious food, 
excellent service and festive 
ambience.

Around the Rurals

ACHALEVEN

t51barc1

KILMORE

Concert pupils hit all the right notes

KILLIN

Your correspondent 
is Judy Forster: 
01567 820298
Killin Community 
Council
Killin skip: A skip collection 
could happen but further 
discussion is required on 
community involvement.
Toilets: When the budget 
is announced it will then be 
clear as to how much money 
will be available for toilets.
Grass-cutting: A team 
could be employed to do all 
the jobs in one area - toilets, 
street cleaning, cemetery 
maintenance and weed 
killing.
Road maintenance: The 
Ardeonaig Road still requires 
ditching to avoid unnecessary 
future maintenance.
Folklore Centre: KAT 
has made an application to 
Stirling Council to buy this 
as buying the property is less 
restrictive than leasing it.
Previous ideas for feasiblity 
are still being worked on.

Goldmine: Discussions are 
ongoing. An appeal is being 
made against the National 
Park decision.
Youth Group: Weekly 
meetings in the Golf Club 
are going well.
Scottish Native Woodlands:  
Mostly interested in the 
River Tay in the Dunkeld 
area. No funding available 
for this area.
Rural Stirling Housing 
Association: New houses 
in Ballechroisk are now 
allocated and will be ready 
for occupation soon.
Speeding: Buses have now 
stopped for the winter. 
They were, however, being 
monitored.
National Park: There 
has been considerable 
interest in the conservation 
grants available for village 
enhancement. Application 
forms are available at the 
library.
Community futures: KAT is 
to arrange a meeting with the 
community council to allow 
them to start an update.
Carbon cutting: Anne 
Winther is having a meeting 
with various people in Killin 
to discuss cutting carbon in 
the future and what Killin 
will be like in 2030 with 
less fuel available and rising 
costs.
Planning: PFK garage 
extension passed.
Fireworks licence: This 
has been paid for by the 
community council.
Bio fuel plant: More 
information required on 
whether proposed Bio Fuel 
Plant is as eco-friendly as 

Eriskay pupil’s 
poster success
A POSTER created by an 
Eriskay school pupil was 
picked out of more than 
1,000 entries as the runner up 
in the Scottish Government’s 
St Andrew’s Day Poster 
Competition.

Catriona MacLeod’s 
illustration of a Saltire
covered Scotland with the 
phrase ‘support your local 
produce’ was recognised in 
the primary section of the 
competition.

As a runner up, the primary 
seven pupil’s poster was put 
on display at Holyrood on 
St Andrew’s Day and put 
online through the Engage 
For Education website.

Catriona’s poster explored 
global citizenship, Scottish 
culture and man’s impact on 
the environment.

Catriona with her poster. 

Inveraray woman Frances celebrates after 
winning top award at ‘education Oscars’Does Your Business Need Funding to Grow?

If your existing business has growth ambitions then talk to Business Gateway. Our 
experienced advisers can help you develop your growth plans and signpost relevant 
sources of funding, all in total confidence. 
Growth grants available up to £3,000
If your business is already trading over the VAT threshold and has plans to increase turnover 
significantly, you could be eligible for Argyll and Bute Council’s Competitive Business Growth 
grant of up to £3,000. 
To find out more, contact Business Gateway on 01546 605459 or email 
business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk
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THE FIRST lady of Scottish 
Conservatism will be in 
Oban on Friday to discuss 
her views on the state of the 
nation with Oban and Lorn 
Conservative Lunch Club.

Annabel Goldie, leader of 
the Tories in Scotland, will 
be speaking at the group’s 
annual Christmas meal. For 
more details contact Sara 
Rutherford on 564230.

Top Tory to visit

Fire safety message
‘TIS THE season to be 
careful’ - that’s the message 

-
ers.

Thomas Keay, station 
commander in Oban, said: 
‘We have given Christmas 

throughout the town. 
‘Anyone who would like 

should contact me on 0800 
0731999.’

SOLDIERS from The Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders, 
5th Battalion The Royal 
Regiment of Scotland 
(5Scots) joined forces with 
members of the 2nd and 3rd 
Battalions of The Parachute 
Regiment and the Afghan 
National Army to advance 
deep into the Taliban’s 
Helmand heartland last 
weekend.

British and Afghan forces 
have driven into the Nahr-
e Saraj’s ‘Green Zone’ 
to establish an enduring 
presence.

Approaching the village 
of Tor Ghai, B Company 

under insurgent small arms 

British and Afghan National 
Army troops arriving, the 
village was secured.

Para, Lieutenant Colonel 
Andrew Harrison said: 
‘We have struck a blow 
right into the heart of the 
insurgency in Nahr-e Saraj. 
This area was a command 
and control node for those 
who subjugated Afghan and 
British soldiers.’

The troops are now working 
with the local community of 
Tor Ghai to repair the road 
network, clear known areas 
of improvised explosive 
devices and prevent Taliban 
intimidation towards the 
population.

5Scots strike deep 
into Taliban territory

A RESEARCH team based 
in Argyll is hoping slime 

hold the key to treating 
conditions such as asthma, 
arthritis and dermatitis.

which is based at the 
Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS), 
has been leading research 
into the gloop for the past 
13 years after its unique 
non-stick properties were 
discovered.

are found off the west coast 
of Scotland, use the slime to 
prevent unwanted debris or 
bacteria sticking to them.

It is now hoped a chemical 

can help develop drugs to 

conditions, removing the 
need to use steroids which 
can often carry unwanted 
side-effects.

Lead researcher at 
Glycomar Dr Charlie 
Bavington said: ‘In theory, 
this could be useful in 

disease, from asthma and 
joint complaints to a number 
of other conditions.’

effect of the body’s own 
response to an irritant or 
illness. White blood cells 
build up in the blood vessels 
and they stick to the walls, a 
process that can cause tissue 
damage.

Making the cells less sticky, 
it’s hoped, will therefore 

research is being carried out 
in conjunction with King’s 
College in London and with 
the support of SAMS.

Professor of pharmacology 
at King’s College Clive 

is effectively providing 
us with something that is 
giving us different leads; it 
has had billions of years in 
evolution to come up with 

things.’
News of progress into 

national headlines and with 
little surprise as the work 
being carried out at SAMS 
is on the cutting edge of a 
new area for pharmaceutical 
research.

Like its SAMS neighbours, 
Aqua Farm, Glycomar is 
looking at other species in 
the hunt for new medicines 
- or cosmetic products.

Dr Bavington said: ‘It’s 
called bio-prospecting 
and a growing number of 
companies around the world 
are looking towards the sea.  
It’s a whole new era and in 
some ways Scotland is at 
the forefront of Europe by 
having this centre here.

‘Developing new drugs 
can be quite high risk and 
has to be balanced by the 

Dr Bavington explained 
that because of this risk 
companies are looking at 
other market opportunities, 
such as potential applications 

for cosmetics and nutrition. 
‘We work with sea squirts, 
which are common around 
here but quite a nuisance 

cucumbers, which are also 
quite common around here; 
marine worms and marine 
micro algae,’ he said.

Dr David Hughes, an 
ecologist from SAMS, 
added: ‘We know marine 
animals and plants produce 
a huge range of compounds, 
sometimes very different 
compounds from those 
produced by animals and 
plants on land. 

‘So many might have 
useful properties that could 
be brought into medicine 
and other medicinal 
applications.’

JUST
ANNOUNCED

A REGULAR MUSIC/BEYOND PRESENTATION
BY ARRANGEMENT WITH PRIMARY TALENT INTERNATIONAL

ALL TICKETS AVAILABLE ON-LINE AT: WWW.SEETICKETS.COM  HOTLINE:0871 220 0260

WWW.GLASVEGAS.NET

OBAN CORRAN HALLS
MONDAY 10 JAN

01631 567 333
TICKETS: BOX OFFICE, ESPLANADE, OBAN

SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE

SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE • SALE

Massive Range of:

Christmas Decorations 

from £1.00, Boxed Cards 

£1.50, Boxed Crackers, 

Lights, Wrapping Paper 

£1.50 (2 for £2.50)

Thermal Underwear, 

Socks, Hats, 

Gloves, Scarfs

For 2 Days at Masonic Hall, Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Saturday 18th December – 9am-9pm

Sunday 19th December – 9am-3.30pm
Cans of De-Icer £1.50, Antifreeze £2.50, 

Bottles of Screen wash £1.50, Window Scrapers £1
Oil Filled Heaters £19/ 2 for £35, 

Hallogen Heaters 800w - £10.00, 1200 Fan Heaters £12.00
Tins of Lighter Gas and Fluid - £1/ Zig Zag Cigarette 

Papers 7 for £1/ Batteries All Sizes/ Disposable Lighters 7 for £1
Plus, Household Tools, Toys, Kitchen and loads more…..

DON’T MISS IT!!

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

OT

PLANS to axe district nurse 
out-of-hours care provision 
in the remotest part of 
Lochaber have come under 

local doctors and patients.
NHS Highland bosses 

told West Ardnamurchan 
Community Council 
(WACC) last week that 
the existing service was 
‘neither safe nor sustainable’ 
and from next month GPs, 
NHS 24 and the Scottish 
Ambulance Service would 
provide cover. 

Furious WACC launched 
a ‘Save Our Nurses’ 

won support from doctors at 
the Pines Medical Centre in 
Acharacle.

In a joint statement to The
Oban Times, the GPs said: 
‘Without the input of the 
district nurses, the residents 
at the western end of the 
peninsula are at least 45 
minutes from the provision 
of urgent care by any 
formally trained clinician.

‘This is assuming that 
the driving conditions are 
favourable and the GP is 
not already occupied with 
a patient elsewhere. We 
consider that without the 
appropriate clinical cover 
patient safety will be 
compromised.’

Pensioner Tim Steele from 
Kilchoan also slammed the 
move. Mr Steele, aged 66, 
underwent kidney surgery at 

THE UNDERWATER Centre 
in Fort William is to embark 
on a £5 million improvement 
and expansion programme 
designed to make it a world 
leader in subsea training.

The ambitious project, 
backed by £1.5million 
Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) cash, 
will create 20 new jobs, 
safeguard 53 existing posts 
and increase diver training 
capacity by around 100 per 
year.

The redevelopment will 
also include upgrading pier 
infrastructure, a new diver-
training barge and other 
training amenities. 

The Lochaber centre, the 
leading European facility 
of its kind and one of only 
three in the world to provide 
closed bell diver training, 
was purchased by current 
owner Finlay Finlayson in 
2004.

It has successfully 
established itself as a leading 
player in the commercial 
diver training market, 

the growing importance 
of marine renewables, 
especially offshore wind 
farms.

Finlay Finlayson said: 
‘This will undoubtedly 
give us a great platform 
for future growth in Fort 
William. With a growing oil 
and gas industry and a new 
focus on marine renewables, 
improving the training for 
divers and [remote-operated 
vehicle] pilots is going to 
be fundamental for us to 
take real advantage of these 
opportunities. This is the 
largest investment we have 
ever undertaken and we are 
grateful for the support of 
HIE.’

David Oxley, Head of 
Operations for HIE in 
Fort William, said the 
centre already had a strong 
reputation for its quality 
of training. This expansion 
will allow the company to 
not only be at the forefront 
of the market in the UK, but 
the world,’ he said. 

THE WEST Highlands 
could be heading for a 
record cold early winter if 
present weather patterns 
persist, according to the 

With Arctic conditions once 
more in control, last week’s 
short-lived thaw appears 
to be a blip in a prolonged 
frigid spell as the mercury 
plunges well below freezing 
yet again.

Readings for Andrew 
Bootman’s weather station 
at Achnabobane near Spean 
Bridge show that from 
November 23 to December 
7 inclusive, the average 

A LOCHABER landowner’s bid to erect 
three wind turbines on her land has been 
rejected by councillors.

Julie Ann Bryce’s proposal for three 
15metre high turbines near her home 
Sunnyside Croft campsite at Bunacaimbe, 
Arisaig, had been unpopular with locals, 
attracting 61 objections, with just six repre-
sentations made in support. 

At a meeting in Portree on Tuesday, the 
Ross, Skye and Lochaber area planning 

committee unanimously threw out Mrs 
Bryce’s plan. ‘The combined noise level 
from the three turbines would exceed the 
level considered acceptable at the nearest 
noise sensitive location and as a result will 

amenity,’ planners said.
Arisaig and District Community Council 

had also objected to the proposal and the 
clerk to the Common Grazings Committee 
raised concerns.

Christmas came early to Spean Bridge Primary School on Tuesday when the pupils performed their version of 
the nativity story. Family and friends packed out the school’s games hall to see the children act out the story 
of Jesus’ birth with costumes, singing and dancing, all accompanied by the school’s orchestra. Head teacher 
Kate MacGillivray said: ‘The kids haven’t had much time to work on this and I think they’ve managed to put 
on a great show for us.’ 10_f51spean01

‘Ridiculous’: Kilchoan 
resident Tim Steele has 
slammed NHS Highland’s 
decision.

REPORT by 
RICHARD HADDOCK
fort@obantimes.co.uk

the Belford Hospital earlier 
this year and afterwards 
required frequent medical 
care at home, often at night.

He told The Oban Times:

months and I would have 
been in hospital if it hadn’t 
been for the nurses here. I 
would dearly like to know 
who would have taken me 
to hospital to get treatment 
because I couldn’t have 
driven myself. I’m not sure 
what they mean when they 
say its ‘unsustainable’. 
Without the nurses they’d 
have had to send an 
ambulance for me almost 
every night. They seem to 
have a very blinkered view 

of the economics of the 
situation, never mind the 
human issues. It would have 
been much more expensive 
to send an ambulance or to 
keep me in a hospital bed for 
months.’

He added: ‘I retired to this 
area from London 16 years 
ago because I saw this as the 
perfect place to live. But this 
is making me question the 
viability of living in this part 
of the world. The thought 
of having no out-of-hours 

horror.’
Tracy Ligema, NHS 

Lochaber general manager 
for Lochaber, told The Oban 
Times: ‘In common with 
other areas, the community 
nursing service will continue 
to provide planned care both 
in and out of hours for patients 
with long term conditions 
and those requiring end of 
life care at home. We are 
also working closely with the 
Scottish Ambulance Service 
to create a wider team of 
more highly skilled nurses, 
paramedics and health care 
assistants who are able to 
share aspects of planned and 
routine care and in so doing 
provide additional capacity 
to respond to emergency 
calls. This will mean there 
will be more staff trained to 
respond to emergencies in 
the Kilchoan area and these 
staff will be more readily 
available.’

Fort centre 
aiming to be 
world leader 
in subsea 
training

temperature was a bone-
chilling -3.8°C (25.2°F) - 
almost 8C below the norm.

The temperature remained 
below freezing for the entire 
week up to December 3, 

only climbing into positive 
territory on four days.

The station is a useful 
indicator for the region, as 
it lies midway between the 
milder coast and the interior, 

Further severe frosts are 

expected over the coming 

Mr Bootman was reluctant to 
predict whether the latest sub-
zero blast could potentially 
mean more pre-Christmas 
travel misery for local 
commuters and businesses.
He told The Oban Times:
‘There is certainly a bigger 
snow threat on this occasion 
as the wind is northwest 
rather than easterly as last 
time, when the snow was 
dumped on eastern Scotland. 
But I am no forecaster - I 
stick to recording what has 
happened.’

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Arisaig wind turbine bid rejected

Doctors and
patients back
campaign to
keep nurses

Spean Bridge Primary School stages nativity story 

Ambitious Fort William plans get green light

West Highlands heading for 
record cold early winter

AMBITIOUS plans for a superstore, 
shops, community facilities and leisure 
complex near Fort William have been 
given the provisional green light.

At Portree on Tuesday, Ross Skye 
and Lochaber planning committee 
unanimously approved Miller 
Developments’ outline £50million 
scheme. Miller’s scheme for a 105-
acre site next to the A830 at Blar 
Mhor envisages a 70,000 square foot 
supermarket and retail park, with space 

for a new Gaelic primary school, an 
all-weather sports pitch, a combined 
police-ambulance headquarters and 
a relocated Belford Hospital with 
helicopter landing pad. 

Speaking after the meeting, Councillor 
Donald Cameron, who took no part in 
the debate because he had previously 
declared his support for the plans, 
told The Oban Times: ‘I am pleased 
that the committee went with the 
recommendation. ‘I think despite the 

economic downturn it is a development 
that will be delivered and will meet the 
aspirations of the local community.’

Colleague Eddie Hunter, who moved 
approval, added: ‘I am delighted that the 
proposal received unanimous support 
and look forward to the development 
starting as soon as possible. It has 
been a long wait for the good people of 
Lochaber, but hopefully we have taken 
one giant step along the road of what 
we want to see.’

Renewable energy 
scheme on hold
PLANS for a renewable 
energy scheme near 
Kinlochleven have been put 
on hold.  Alcan Aluminium’s 

scheme on Loch Eilde Mor 
would require raising the 
existing dam by 0.78m and a 
43-foot high powerhouse. 

But Ross, Skye and Lochaber 
planning committee deferred 
a decision at Portree on 
Tuesday pending a site visit.

Highland Council leader 
Michael Foxley told The
Oban Times more talks were 
needed on windfall cash for 
the community and impacts 
on the West Highland Way.

‘The site visit will allow us 
to have a serious look at the 
proposals,’ he said.

NEWSDESK
01631 568000
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JIM BLAIR, the chairman of Lochaber
Geopark, dropped into Lochaber
High School to donate a ‘rock box’ 
containing 13 samples of rocks found 
within the Lochaber area. 

Mr Blair, a former geography teacher 
at Kinlochleven High School, is now 
retired and spends some of his time 
developing Lochaber’s Geopark 
status.

Lochaber Geopark Association
was set up in February 2006 and was 
awarded European and global Geopark 
status in April 2007. 

Lochaber has a wealth of outstanding 
Earth Heritage features, ranging from 
the roots of ancient mountain chains 
to the Parallel Roads of Glen Roy. 
The Geopark is donating a rock box 
to each school in the area. – Chelsea 
MacGillivray 6L

A WOMAN screamed for 
help during a violent struggle 
with her ex-boyfriend in a 

Lisa MacKinnon, aged 
24, a general assistant at 
a restaurant in the town, 
bit, scratched and kicked 
Michael MacDonald as he 
held her in a jealous rage 
over a mobile phone text 
from another man.

Labourer MacDonald, 21, 
of Dalriada, 71 Camaghael, 
Fort William, lodged a 
special defence of self-
defence, but Sheriff Douglas 
Small ruled he assaulted Ms
MacKinnon by seizing her 
by the throat, pushing her on 
the body, restraining her on 
a couch and waving a knife 
at her to her injury, while on 
bail.

Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard from Ms MacKinnon
that the couple had split after 
a tempestuous on-off two-
year relationship. 

She invited MacDonald

Road, Claggan, on September 
24 and was drinking vodka 
with him when she received 
a text from ‘a guy’ she did not 

TRANSPORT Scotland is working up a 
crash barrier scheme for a killer bend on the 
A830 near Lochailort – but is as yet unable 
to say when it will be installed.

About 200 local people marched along the 
A830 last Sunday to demand a safety fence at 
Rannachan bend, where Kirsty Bryden, aged 
19, and her passenger Roddy MacInnes, 17, 
died when their car plunged off the road into 
Loch Eilt on September 29.

Transport Scotland, which agreed to erect 
a barrier at the crash scene just before the 
march, told The Oban Times this week a 
design had been commissioned.

A spokesperson said: ‘The initial stages 
of this design will identify any particular 
constraints at this location and develop 

proposals to address them. Until these are 

long it will take to install the safety fence.’
But Kirsty’s mum Jan and dad John, from 

Craiglea, Lochailort, and local campaigners 
say any delay risks more deaths on a stretch 
of road that has claimed lives for years.

Jan told The Oban Times: ‘We will keep 
pushing the powers that be. Our MSP Dave 
Thompson is determined not to let this go 
until something happens. 

‘Transport Scotland should at least put 
something temporary there so as not to leave 
it so open. 

‘The new road is all to new EU standards 
but you have this bit in the middle where in 
places two lorries cannot pass.’

A CROWN witness at the 
trial of a Kinlochleven 
motorcycle ace accused of 
drink driving was warned by 
a sheriff he could be put in 
prison for lying.

Mark Comrie, aged 26, had 
given a statement to police 
that Gary MacDonald, a 
regular top performer in 
Lochaber’s Scottish Six 
Days Trial, was driving his 
car after drinking in a local 
pub.

But at Fort William Sheriff 
Court, Mr Comrie told 
Procurator Fiscal Alison
Wylie he did not see who 
was behind the wheel and 
could ‘not remember’ what 
he told police. 

Sheriff Douglas Small 
warned the witness he could 
face perjury or contempt of 
court charges and suspended 

LOCHYSIDE RC Primary School 
pupils have counted up the proceeds 
from their Children in Need fundraising 
campaign - an incredible £1,500.

Primary 3/4 organised activities as 
part of their class enterprise project and 
involved the whole school.

Fun ideas to raise cash included 

dressing in something spotty, face 

with coins, a cake stall and – a tricky 
one this – a sponsored silence.

A TORLUNDY dog owner has 
been banned from owning a pet for 

treatment of his dog left the animal 
looking ‘emaciated’.

John MacKay, 58, of 4 Torlundy 
Courtyard, pled guilty to causing 
the animal unnecessary suffering by 
omitting to provide adequate nutrition 
and veterinary attention between April
1, 2009 and January 21, 2010.

Procurator Fiscal Alison Wylie told 
Fort William Sheriff Court when 

was taken from MacKay’s house 
it weighed about half the weight 
it should. A vet said the animal’s 
condition could only be explained by 
‘a prolonged period of malnutrition’.

Sentencing MacKay, Sheriff Douglas 

keep a pet.’

NORTHERN Constabulary say they 
will keep the pressure on drink and 
drug drivers after week one of the 
force’s festive safety campaign.

Eleven people, eight men and three 
women aged between 18 and 56, were 
caught – four more than last year. 

Seven of those snared spent time in 
the cells and four were reported by 
members of the public. 

The Association of Chief Police 

on December 6 and will run for four 
weeks.

Jim hands over the rock box to second year pupil Erin Wells.

Top class fundraisers: Lochyside kids presented £1,500 to Children in Need. 10_f51side01

Rock box donated 
to Lochaber High

Lochyside raises £1,500 for Children in Need

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

know. MacDonald snatched 
the phone, demanded the 
PIN number and became 
‘aggressive’ when he could 
not access it.

‘He was telling me to shut 
up and wanted the PIN. We 
were not together – it had 
nothing to do with him,’ she 
told the court in tears. 

‘I scratched him and bit his 
arm to try to get him off me. 
He grabbed me by the throat, 

or ten seconds. I was kicking 
and biting him.’

In the kitchen MacDonald
opened a drawer and took 
out a black narrow knife, she 
said.

‘He said to me I should 
stab him there and then. He 
handed it to me and told me 
to use it on him.’

Defending, Simon White 
showed the court 20 
photographs of bite and 
scratch injuries MacDonald
had sustained and suggested 

to Ms MacKinnon she was 
the aggressor. ‘You lost your 
temper with him and started 
to bite him and scratch him. 
You were attacking him in 
quite a frenzied way. The 
only way his hands came 
into contact with you was 
when he tried to fend you off 
and push you away.’

‘No,’ she said.
The violent row prompted 

barmaid Emma Ward in the 

arrived at 12.45am to see 
Ms MacKinnon run into the 
street in her bare feet pursued 
by MacDonald.

‘I could hear a lot of 
shouting, then what sounded 
like somebody trying to 
scream for help - it was a 
female voice,’ Ms Ward told 
the court. ‘I was concerned 
about upstairs. I was 
convinced the lightshade was 
going to fall off the roof.’ 

Sheriff Douglas Small was 

who was supported by 
Lochaber Women’s Aid, was 
telling the truth and found 
MacDonald guilty. Sentence 
was deferred for reports until 
January 6. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
fort@obantimes.co.uk

proceedings allow him time 
to think things over. After
a brief recess, Mr Comrie, 
who described MacDonald
as a friend, took the stand to 
testify he had after all seen 
MacDonald driving the car.

Mr Comrie told the court 
he was drinking in the 
Tailrace bar, when he noticed 
MacDonald drinking with 
friends.

Later, he said MacDonald’s 
blue Ford Focus drove past 
on Lochaber Road then 
turned back towards them, 
nearly hitting Mr Comrie’s 
cousin Brian who was trying 

‘He lost control at the 
bridge, the back end of the 
car came out and then he 
went screaming past and just 
missed Brian,’ he said.

Ian McGregor, defending, 
pointed out Mr Comrie had 
not mentioned to police his 
cousin had nearly been hit 
whilst trying to stop the car.

Mr MacDonald, 26, of 27 
Heatherlea Court, denies 
driving on various roads 
in the village while almost 
twice the legal limit on July 
25. He also denies driving 
without due car and attention 
or without reasonable 
consideration for others 
using the road, losing control 
of the car, locking the wheels, 
skidding and crossing into 
the opposite carriageway. 
The trial continues on Friday 
February 18.

Labourer 
assaulted
ex-partner in 
violent row

Torlundy man’s poor treatment of 

No escape for drink or drug drivers

Woman flees flat in bare feet

No let up in campaign to get crash 
barrier installed without delay

Sheriff warns witness: 
lie and you face jail

Police chief 
to be quizzed 
on station 
closure
CONCERNED villagers 
plan to quiz Northern 
Constabulary over the 
planned closure of their 
police station.

Area Commander Chief 
Inspector John Chisholm is
to be asked to attend the 
February meeting of the 
Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council to answer questions 
from residents.

The council has already 
raised fears the station’s 
closure could increase crime 
locally as its presence acts as 
a deterrent.

Chairman Richard Wallis 
said: ‘The reduction in 
police presence in the area 
is of great concern to the 
community and we will be 
looking for a reassurance that 

available from Fort William 
in the event of police being 
needed at short notice.’

The police station at Spean 
Bridge, which has had its 

late 1800s, is due to close as 
a result of expenditure cuts 
by Northern Constabulary.

HIGHLAND, Shetland, Orkney and 
Western Isles councils are preparing a 
joint action plan to retain two coastguard 
emergency towing tugs.  

The Anglian Prince at Stornoway and 
the Lerwick-based Anglian Monarch
face the axe next September in a UK 

Government cash-cutting drive. Highland 
Council leader Michael Foxley said: ‘The 
need is obvious and will be even greater 
with the development of offshore marine 
renewables.’ Shipping Minister Mike
Penning could meet council leaders on a 
visit to the Northern Isles in January.

Councils draw up joint action plan to save two coastguard tugs

Teenage climber 
dies on Ben Nevis
A 19-YEAR-OLD climber 
from Alness fell to his death 
from Tower Gully on Ben 
Nevis on Sunday afternoon.

Daniel Rafferty, who 
was studying at college 
in central Scotland, was 
with four other recreational 
climbers when he plunged 
down the mountain while 
attempting to cross Tower 
Gap. A member of the party 
contacted the emergency 
services about 5.20pm. 
Lochaber Mountain Rescue
Team and a search and 
rescue helicopter from RAF
Lossiemouth attended the 
scene and recovered Mr
Rafferty’s body.

The party was well 
equipped for winter 
conditions, Lochaber
police said. It is unclear if 
the victim was secured by 
ropes while attempting the 
manoeuvre. A report will be 
submitted to the Procurator 
Fiscal.

Police files
A BEDROOM window 
in staff accommodation at 
the Alexandra Hotel was 
smashed sometime between 
10.30pm on Thursday, 
December 9, and 1.45am on 
Friday, December 10.

bulb within the wooden 

Crescent, Inverlochy, were 
smashed about 3.30am on 
Saturday, December 11.

THE WING mirror was 
knocked off a camper van 
parked in East Bay Mallaig
sometime between 2.30pm 
on Saturday, December 
11, and 10.30am Sunday, 
December 12.

AN ARTEC Alt Rocker
snowboard with bright 
orange bindings was 
removed from the racks at 
the upper station restaurant 
at Nevis Range sometime 
between 1pm and 1.30pm 
on Sunday, December 5. 

The snowboard is blue, 
white and green with the 
name ARTEC in bright 
orange.

Drugs accused 
appear in court
TWO MEN from the Fort 
William area have been 
fully committed for trial 
after appearing on petition 
at Fort William Sheriff 
Court charged with drug 
offences. 

Louis James MacLean,
37, and Ross Kennedy, 
38, appeared in private 
at Fort William Sheriff 
Court charged with being 
concerned in the supply of 
cocaine at various locations 
throughout Scotland and 
the UK between January 
and November 2007. 
Neither man entered a plea. 
Kennedy was released on 
bail whilst MacLean was 
remanded in custody. No 
date has been set for a 
further hearing.

Race warning
ATHLETES in Lochaber
Athletic Club’s 10km Cruim 
Leacainn hill race on Box-
ing Day have been warned 
to prepare for ‘ultra-bad’ 
winter conditions. Organiser 
Roger Boswell says grippy 
shoes will be essential for 
the 11am race from Torlun-
dy Farm. If conditions are 
too bad an alternative road 
route will be substituted.

Cakebreads Home & 
Garden Centre 
Tel: 01631 358193
Old Tweedmill, Soroba Road

Home & Garden

A variety of pot 
grown & cut 
Christmas Trees
Christmas Lights
National Garden 
Gift Tokens

Christmas
Trees

NOW IN
Norway Spruce/

Nordman Fir/ 
Fraser Fir

GIFTIDEAS

OPEN
7 DAYS

SUNDAY
10:30AM TO 4PM

FREE
DELIVERY 

OBAN
AREA
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Argyll and Bute Council is facing the same budget challenges as 
all other local authorities in Scotland. 

 with a decreasing amount of money.
We’re being asked to do more with less. 

Where the money comes from

How do we spend it?

How can we do more with less?

What you said – what we’ve done

Reduce pay by 15% Pay has been frozen for local government workers

Sell off council buildings The market is slow but we’re trying to sell

Charge more for services Some charges could increase

Renegotiate contracts to get better value; We’re doing this

Invest in opportunities like renewables We have a plan to do this

Review the school estate We’re consulting on proposals on this now.

Use former school buildings for community groups We have a process which allows community groups to take on unused buildings

Close libraries; cut library hours; 
make libraries self funding; charge for libraries These options have been proposed.

Use third  sector partners to manage community assets We’re exploring which groups could do this. 

What are the options now?

• Reduce winter maintenance of roads

What happens next?

Where to get more information:

Budget consultation - your chance to have your say

Some of the nativity stars in this year’s play at St Columba’s Primary School 
08_t51nat01

St Columba’s unique take on the nativity story
ST COLUMBA’S Primary 
School, Oban, offered a 
unique take on the nativity 
story this year, with its 
production, Tinsel and 
Teatowels.

The story of the play was 
a look behind the scenes 
of a school preparing for a 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate 
appear.  The play was held in 
the Oban Primary Campus 

hall and attended by a large 
audience and every one of 
the 88 children in the school 
had a part to play.

Head teacher Sarah Jane 
MacSween said the feedback 
from the audience was 
positive. She said: ‘Some 
of the parents watching said 
it was the best nativity they 
had seen. 

‘Every child in the school, 
from primary one to primary 

seven took part and it was a 
great night.’

Among the audience were 
a number of special guests 
including Bishop Joe Toal, 
Father Donald MacKay, 
Sister Mary Jo MacCallum, 
Argyll and Bute Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre, School 
Quality Improvement 

David Aubertin, manager of 
WH Smith in Oban.

This year’s nativity play at Rockfield Primary School, Oban involved all 120 children in primary one to three.  
‘Christmas around the World’, explores how different cultures celebrate the festive holiday. 15_t51rock01

Nursery pupils from Caol Primary School entertained friends and family with their nativity play on Monday 
afternoon. Fifty-one children from both the morning and afternoon classes took part in the show. 10_f51caol01

Pupils at Banavie Primary School got into the festive spirit when they held their 
Christmas concert in a packed out games hall on Monday. 10_f51banavie01

Cousins Ellie Johnston and Olivia MacCuish met Santa 
at the Christmas Grotto in the former Trespass shop 
in Argyll Square, Oban. The grotto was organised by 
Oban and Lorn Lions, and the group has asked Santa 
to come back this Saturday. 08_t51santa01

Some of the children who attended the S.W.R.I.
Christmas party in Kilchrenan Village Hall. 

After-school club Skool’s Out held its own Christmas fundraiser on Saturday to 
help pay for a pantomime trip to Glasgow and a Christmas party. The Santa’s 
Grotto and Holly Tea in the Royal Hotel, Oban raised more than £600. Pictured are 
some of the young club members and supporters with Santa Claus. 08_t51grotto01

Countdown to Christmas

You can send pictures and information 

about your Christmas party, play 

or event to editor@obantimes.co.uk
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Personal

Christma
s

Greeting
s Merry

Christmas

Colin and Lorna 
Campbell would like 
to wish friends and 
family a very Happy 
Christmas and Best 

Wishes for 2011.

12E
Breadalbane St

Merry Christmas 

and Happy 

New Year 

to all my friends 

JEAN 

CAMPBELL 

and relatives.

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Norma Burnet 
and Fearless 

Fred would like 
to wish everyone 

a peaceful 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to 

relatives, friends 
and neighbours.

- From Iain 
MacKechnie, Selma, 

Erray, Tobermory

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Mamie Campbell, 
27 Glencruitten 
Drive, would like 

to wish everyone a 
peaceful Christmas 

and a Happy 
New Year

Nollaig

Chridheil

agus Bliadhna 
Mhath Ùr

to all friends in 
Mull and Iona

from Archie & Janet 
MacDonald, Tobermory

Merry Christmas 

and Happy 
New Year to all 

my friends and 

relatives.

LORD 

MACLEAN OF 

BENTALLA 

Merry

Christmas

To all our friends in 
Lochawe, Dalmally 
and Portsonachan.

From Iain 
and Rena 

would like to wish 

all her friends and 

family a Merry 

Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.

LIZZIE 

MUNRO

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Moira and Douglas 
say Happy 

Christmas to friends 
along with hope 
for a Happy and 

healthy 2011 
with love.

would like to 

wish their friends 

a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy 

New Year.

IAIN AND 

ALMA 

RODGER 

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Mary McLaren, 
Ballachulish, would 
like to wish friends 
and neighbours a 

peaceful Christmas 
and a Happy 

New Year.

Hawthorn, Appin 

wishes all her 

relatives and friends 

a very Happy 

Christmas and a 

prosperous and 

contented New Year. 

CHRISTINE 

KING

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Anne Marie 
and Raymond, 

(McKelvie Heights) 
would like to wish 

everyone a peaceful 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

REVIEWS

All smiles - the cast of Benderloch and North Connel Drama Club who delighted audiences with their take on 
Jack and the Beanstalk at the Corran Halls last week. 

An ab-fab 
version of
old favourite
THE CORRAN Halls 
were full to capacity with 
excited children and adults 
on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights with a 
matinee Saturday afternoon, 
as Benderloch and North 
Connel Drama Club took to 
the stage with Jack and the 
Beanstalk.

Under the expert direction 
of Linda Robb, the all-
age cast brought all the 
traditional features of panto, 

humour to the performance.
Jack in the Beanstalk,

written by Alan McHugh, 

for all ages.  The show 
opened with the Oban 
High School Dancers using 
traditional steps to upbeat 
music to create the right 
atmosphere.

Young actress Lauren 
Stewart expertly led the 

mesmerizing us all with 
her rhyming and promise 

personal assistant, Ab Fab 
(Dougie MacKenzie), who 

and basked in the booing 
from the audience.

of ‘Retropolis’ and supplied 
his master - the terrifying 

with a supply of fresh meat.  

But with meat in short 

Ab Fab decides that the 
beautiful Princess Lulu 

poor parents the King (Jack 
Degnan) and Queen (Susan 
Forrest) cause her endless 
stress, as they were rendered 

This led to some hilarious 
‘ m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ’ 

between the King and 
Queen.

Ab Fab didn’t count on any 

until he came across the 

Archie (Emma Law) and 
the hilarious dame Marji 

When their family pet 
Moo Moo the cow (Patrick 
Lewtas and Michael Loftus) 

Fab from Archie, for only 
a few beans, Jack has had 
enough!

both her and Moo Moo from 

Super heroes Jack Attack, 
Marble Archie, Wonder 
Woman Marji and Fairy 

day when they faced the 

Kenna Barrow). The 
Atlantis Dancers performed 

portcullis, adding an extra 
dimension to the fabulous 
panto.

Poor Cinders (Megan 
MacLeod) had got stuck in a 
snowdrift at Ardlui, and had 
lost her Panto, so she took 

marry ‘her’ Archie. Wedding 
bells also rang for Jack and 
Princess Lulu. 

Archie worked the 
audience beautifully with 

pistols and with the help 

Alan MacDougall, of 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue, 
managed to soak most of the 
audience!

The Dame thrilled the 
whole audience with her 
jokes, antics and fantastic 
costumes, but the   star of 
the show was Moo Moo the 
cow, who won the hearts 
of the audience, especially 
during the milking scene 
when she sat on Marji’s 
knee!

A fantastic performance 
from Benderloch and North 
Connel Drama Club. Their 
costumes, props and scenery 

theatre group and all that 

last week!
Fiona Cruickshanks.

KEILLS school hall was 
bursting with people as 
the community gathered to 
watch Keills Primary School 
and Pre-5 Unit perform their 

Snow White. 
Both the matinee and 

performance were sold 
out and by the end of the 
performances there was 
hardly a dry eye in the 
audience.

The show was a combination 
of the traditional fairy tale 

as P7 pupils Eilidh Hughes, 
who played Snow White, 

Bad Queen, led the cast. 
The Pre-5 and P1/2 

children almost stole the 
show with their carefully 
rehearsed action song. The 

Teeny Tribe, replaced the 

in their workmen’s hats and 

Traditional and modern meet in Keills 
School’s performance of Snow White

Snow White and her ‘Teeny Tribe’ at Keills School.

checked shirts and protected 
Snow White as best they 

backcombed and crimped, 
the Bad Queen was a mix of 
Cheryl Cole and Cruella De 
Vil. She strutted about the 
stage, snarling and pouting 

by her ‘Mini Me’, played 

excellent facial expressions 
and deadpan one liners added 
much humour to the plot.

Special guests Kevin, left, and Fraser McGlynn performed for members of Oban 
Accordion and Fiddle Club.

Father and son duo delight Oban Accordion Club
DESPITE the frosty 

regulars attending, there 
was a healthy turnout 
at the most recent Oban 
Accordion and Fiddle Club 

monthly club night. The 

Craig McFadyen, Oban, on 
accordion, accompanied 
by Lisa Mitchell, Huntly, 

Willis, Isle of Lismore, on 
keyboard.

The other accordion 
players were Murray Willis, 
Willie Buchanan, North 

‘Awe-some’ 
confusion
SANTA got mixed up 
between Loch Awe and 
Loch Melfort when he was 
planning a trip to the world 

for the coming weekend.
The lochs, almost 50 miles 

apart, were caught up in an 
‘awe-some’ mistake as the 
National Trust for Scotland 
sent out a letter telling 
people Father Christmas 

Melfort side gardens ‘on the 
shores of Loch Awe’.

The Oban Times informed 
Santa of his mistake and he 

on Saturday and Sunday 
between noon and 4pm. 
The man in red also assured 
children he would not get 
the areas mixed up again 
– children in Loch Awe 
and on the banks of Loch 

correct gifts this Christmas!

Church closes in on 
£18,000 organ cash

the £18,000 required to 
replace their church organ.

The congreation hopes it 

stretch as it hosts a Rejoice 

begins today (Thursday).
The church has been 

decorated in a Christmas 

and will be open for 

4pm until Saturday. There 
will also be a concert at 
the church today with the 
Sequence Choir, conducted 
by Janet Fergusson, at 
7.30pm and on Saturday, 

perform at 2pm. Margaret 
MacLean, a member of the 
congregation, said: ‘We 

for the replacement of our 

has been working really 
hard. The fundraising 

and fashion shows. We are 

successful we will be close 

required.

get the money we need.’ 

David Mudie, treasurer of Oban Hospice Limited, and the Very Rev Norman 
MacCallum, receive cheques from flower festival organisers, from left: Barbara 
Topping, Lilian Kermode, Christine Marlow and Jennifer McEvoy. 08_t51cheque01

Connel, Scott Sinclair, Sileas 
Sinclair, Clare Jordan, all 
Connel, and on melodeon, 
James MacArthur, Oban. 

Craig, Sileas and Claire 
also played keyboard and 
on drums were Angus 
MacColl, Benderloch, and 

Cameron, both Oban. 

heard from all the local 
musicians and was greatly 
appreciated by the audience. 

Archie introduced the 
special guest artistes, the 

Fraser is from Lochgilphead 
and plays button key 
accordion and his son, 

drums.
The band delighted the 

with stories and jokes from 
Fraser. Archie thanked the 
guest artiste. 

a close with a stramash, 
which included a selection 
of Christmas carols. The 

dance on January 14.

OBAN Hospice Ltd and the 
St John’s Cathedral Fabric 

congregation.
To mark the cathedral’s 

centenary, the congregation 

August this year, raising 
£2,800.

Last week the organisers 

split the total and donated 
money to both causes.

of Oban Hospice Limited, 

welcome and thanked the 

Support

wonderful support from the 

encouraged by this.

‘We regularly get cheques 
from funeral collections 
and all sorts of fundraising 

week.’

MacCallum, of St John’s 
Cathedral, added: ‘The 
money is going towards 

which has required an 

Merry

Christmas

Margaret Whellan 
would like to wish all 

her friends and neigh-
bours a Merry Xmas 

and a happy New Year. 
3 Firth Court, Oban.

BALLACHULISH author 
Marie Campbell has 

The
Whispering Sea – and is 
already planning the release 
of her next book.

Marie told The Oban 
Times the book will be 
about her early years 
growing up in Ballachulish 
and will be her ‘swansong’.

The Whispering Sea, a 

published by American 

the story of a young girl 
growing up with her artist 

at Ballachulish Visitor 
Centre and other outlets. 

Ballachulish author 
releases new novel



Across
1 Fuel (6)
4 Incidental (6)
9 Covered walkway (7)
10 Assassinated (5)
11 Formed Italian dough (5)
12 See!! (2,5)
13 A refractive error of the eye (11)
18 Fit (7)
20 Dried coconut meat (5)
22 Snares (5)
23 Territory of Islamic leader (7)
24 Covered face (6)
25 For six players (6)

Down
1 Unwanted pages that appear on the 

computer (3-3)
2 Conditions (5)
3 Paper art (7)
5 Money in the bank, say (5)
6 Sliding shelves (7)
7 Dainty stepper (6)
8 Introducer at dinner (11)
14 Outdo (7)
15 Feeling (7)
16 Diminutive (6)
17 Ability (6)
19 Outdated (5)
21 Place to discredit another (5)
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Solution

For
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eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES
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SEASONS
GREETINGS

Archie,  4 Dunmar 
Court wishes all 
family, friends 

and neighbours 
a Happy Christmas 

and Peaceful 
New Year.

Beinn Dorain , Oban 

Wishing all my 

friends and relatives 

every happiness for 

Christmas and New 

Year - All The Best 

GILBERT 

MACKECHNIE 

(SNR)

Merry

Christmas

George and Margaret 
Robertson wish all our 
family and friends a 
joyful Christmas and 
a peaceful New Year, 

Lorn Rd, Dunbeg.

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Margaret & Willie 
Melville, Treshnish, 

are not sending local 
cards this year.

They wish friends 
everywhere A happy, 

peaceful and 
Joyful Christmas.

Merry

Christmas

Chrissie and Hamish 
Yeoman wish friends, 
family and relatives a 
Happy Christmas and 

a Very Good 
New Year.

Kilmore, will not be 

sending Christmas 

cards this year but 

would like to wish 

family, neighbours 

and friends a Happy 

Christmas and a 

Prosperous New Year

KATHIE 

MACCOLL

SEASONS
GREETINGS

To all our family 
and friends A Merry 

Christmas and A 
Happy New Year.  

James, Rona, 
Rachael, Kelly, 

Sarah

Merry

Christmas

Jean Whyte, 
Benderloch, would 

like to wish all family 
and friends a Merry 

Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

(Jimmy), Creag 
Ghorm, Kentallen, 

will not be sending 

cards this year, but 

would like to wish his 

family and friends a 

Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year. 

Bliadh Na Mhath Ur.

JAMES

MACDONALD

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

Local Origins Rural Network 

Local
Producers

Christmas Fayre
Thurs. 16th December
Victory Hall, Benderloch

10am to 3pm
5.30pm to 8pm

LOTS TO BUY, 
EAT & DO
01631 720223

market@lorn.org.uk
www.lorncommunity.ning.com

your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

gigguide
Every Sunday >  Quiz Night
Markie Dans 

Every Thursday >  Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House free entry 

Friday 17 December > Skerryvore Opening Show
Skipinnish Ceilidh House  (check website)

Friday 17 December > Skerryvore Late Show
Skipinnish Ceilidh House  (check website)

Friday 17 December > Chris Suckle  
Markie Dans

Saturday 18 December > Face the West
Skipinnish Ceilidh House  (with DJs,10pm Tickets £8) 

Thursday 23 December > Tim O’Connor  
Markie Dans

Friday 24 December > DJ Stevo  
Markie Dans

Friday 24 December > Christmas Eve Family Ceilidh Night  
Skipinnish Ceilidh House (9 - 12.30 Tickets £5)

Saturday 25 December > Sandra MacBeth
Markie Dans 9.30pm Licensed until 2am

Saturday 25 December > Christmas Party Night  
Skipinnish Ceilidh House (with DJs ,£10 - 10pm)

Sunday 26 December > Ash Bash’s Bday Bash
Markie Dans with Chunks

Leisure reporter
Louise Lee    

llee@obantimes.co.uk    01631 568023

Lochaber Showstoppers’ Christmas pantomime ‘Robyn Hood and her Merry Women’ went down a storm with 
crowds in Fort William last week. The show saw an all-star local cast put a modern spin on the famous Sherwood 
Forest story, complete with jokes, singing and music from a live band. It ran for three nights at the Nevis Centre 
from Thursday to Saturday, with a matinee performance on Saturday afternoon. 10_f51panto01

A showstopping treat for the audience

Huge support to 
resurrect silver 
screen in Oban

Alasdair clocks up 
50 years of hymns

Alasdair MacDonald was awarded a long service award for playing the accordion in 
church over half a decade. 08_t51alasdair01

AN ACCORDION player, 
who has provided music for 
a congregation for 50 years, 
has received a long service 

of Scotland.
Alasdair MacDonald’s 

accordion is used for hymns 
at the fortnightly services 
in Bridge of Orchy and 
Crianlarich, where there are 
no church organs.

He has also played at 
weddings and funerals in 
Dalmally; St Conan’s Kirk, 
Lochawe and Portsonachan.

He was presented with his 

minister for the parish of 

Alasdair, who lives in 
Connel, said he was delighted 

enjoyed playing and vowed 
to continue for as long as he 
could.

Alasdair said: ‘My wife, 
Mary Ann, and I have talked 

play for as long as I can.’
The 73-year-old moved 

REPORT

from Liverpool to Achallader, 
Bridge of Orchy, in 1958 to 
work as a shepherd. 

At that time the churches had 
a presenter, John MacLean.

came to the parish and wanted 

to add music to the services. 
‘Rev MacLean knew I played 
the accordion and asked me to 
play on Sundays in church.

‘I think it was frowned upon 

round. Visitors who came to the 
church thought it was fantastic 

as you get a more lively sound 
from the accordion.’

‘He is hugely appreciated, 
especially as we have a small 
congregation at Bridge of 
Orchy and having a strong 
instrument to lead us helps.’

screen turned out in force to 
discuss plans to resurrect the 

More than 120 people 
attended a meeting in Cuan 
Mor on Monday night. 

The consensus of the 
meeting was that the town 
needed a cinema and with 
more than 100 people 
offering to volunteer for a 
community-run venture, the 
Phoenix may indeed rise 
from the ashes.

Business Improvement 
District (BIDS), chaired the 
meeting.

trips over an opportunity. 

window of opportunity to 
secure the cinema for the 

he added.
‘But the race is on. We have 

two months to complete a 

the BIDS steering group, 
suggested the community 

from grants and trusts 
to match any individual 
donations or take up the offer 

the community. 
Mr Sloan estimated 

room.

his estimates, he said: ‘We 
have had seven days to pull 
together this meeting and 
come up with some ideas.

‘I have worked on the costs 
I would use to complete 

set in stone. 
‘But we are willing to get 

within reason.’

will hold its Christmas 
concert in St Margaret’s 
Church, Roy Bridge, on 
Sunday at 3pm.

solo performances from 

talented young people, 
performances will include 
orchestral and choral items - 

for Christmas. 

Christmas carols for the 
congregation and orchestra 
will also feature.

Admission to the concert, 
expected to take just over an 
hour, is free for children and 
£5 for adults.

The money raised will help 
fund music school activities 
during the coming year.

the performers for seasonal 
refreshments after the 
concert in the village hall. 

Music school to host 
Christmas concert

The meeting heard that 

willing to purchase the 

the community. 
Duncan Martin, secretary of 

interests of the community 

in the short period of time 
you have very few options 
open to you.’

Other suggestions from 

fast food restaurant, such as 
MacDonalds, in the foyer, 
applying to the National 

a 3D screen and using the 

purposes.
MSP Mike Russell, who 

insisted he attended the 
meeting as a ‘lover of cinema’ 
and not as a politician, added: 
‘I support your venture 
wholeheartedly. 

‘I hope to put my former 
career as a projectionist to 
use as we press play on the 

Raymond Hyames, 
chairman of BIDS, said: 

open to us and every 
suggestion we have heard 

A further meeting has 

Phoenix Cinema on Monday 

Ceilidh House at 8pm.

set up for anyone interested in 
the cinema to get involved. 

The group has also started a 
campaign to sell chairs in the 

of £200 per chair. 
Letters of support for the 

project were received from 
Alan Reid MP, Jim Mather 
MSP and Councillor Neil 
Mackay.

REPORT

WIN tickets for Glasvegas’ Oban gig

tour’ in the new year.

The Oban Times

To enter, simply tell us the name of one Glasvegas  hit. Send your answer 
to: Glasvegas Competition, Newsdesk, Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4HB. Closing date for entries is Thursday December 30.

An Comunn Gaidhealeach  MEUR  CHRUACHAIN 
(Cruachan  Branch)

OIDHCHE  BHUNTATA  ROSTE
(Baked Potato Night) 

Saturday, 18 December in Taynuilt Village Hall at 7.45pm
Piper  Donald Morrison • G.M. Lionsaidh Mitchell : G.M. Calum Ross (Skye & Glasgow)

Admission including Members £3.00 : Children (5-16 yrs) £2 
Including Supper

A Warm Welcome Extended to All
 (Funds collected promote The Gaelic Language, Music and Culture)

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.50

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

For a special present at Christmas give a
Manor House Gift Voucher

Overlooking the harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban • 562087



CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS
FROM LOCAL RETAILERS

CLOUD 9 - THE O
The O revolutionary 4 sec heated velcro roller system

that’s taken the world by storm. Gives volume, body and 

movement. Available in this stunning set - £199.95

Trinity Hairdressing
High Street, Oban, 01631 566696

TRADITIONAL SMOKED

SALMON
From our own Smoke House (no electric kilns)

Christmas orders taken from

20 December to 24 December only

Phone orders 07881 418565, 07788 426695, 

01631 569937

DRAGON CANDLE HOLDER 
£39.00  - This Christmas call into Cakebreads Home 

and Garden centre  and choose from a wide selection of 

unique gift ideas.

Cakebreads Home and Garden Centre

Old Tweedmill Soroba Road Oban

01631 565141 01631 358193

HORSE BELL
£14.99, also instock as a Cow Bell £29.00.
This Christmas call into Cakebreads Home and Garden 
centre  and choose from a wide selection of unique gift ideas.
Cakebreads Home and Garden Centre
Old Tweedmill Soroba Road Oban
01631 565141 01631 358193

THE OBAN TIMES CALENDAR
£6.99 (including worldwide postage & packing).
For our full range of calendars see our advert on page 16

Order online at: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
or call us on 01631 568000

14 FEATURE

£2.99
SAVE £2.00
GILLETTE 2PCE SET
RRP £4.99

£9.99
HALF PRICE
ALUMINIUM COSMETICS
CASE RRP £20.00

www.gordons-chemists.com
16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

£3.99
SAVE £1.66
NIVEA MEN SENSITIVE SET
RRP £5.65

£3.99
SAVE £2.01
OLAY BODY 2PCE SET
RRP £6.00

HANDMADE CHOCOLATES 
MADE LOCALLY
homemade hot chocolate, 

Oban Chocolate CompanyTel: 01631 566099
www.obanchocolate.co.uk 

AWARD WINNING 

HANDMADE CHOCOLATES
Cocoature specialise in elegantly dressed handmade 

chocolates using fresh ingredients, they look and taste 

amazing, perfect as a special gift. 

Visit us online at www.cocoature.co.uk

01397 704948

FRESH LOCAL PRODUCE

Barbreck Farm, By Lochgilphead
01852 500271katie@barbreckfarms.co.uk

HANDPOURED SCENTED CANDLES 

made in the UK £15.95 each

Available to buy at Orsay

4 Stevenson Street, Oban Tel 01631 569988

LUXURY HAMPERS

Dolce Vita Café, 01631 571221

TOWER RINGS
These Sterling silver stackable rings are 
available between £12 and £30. Funky, 
versatile and highly collectable.
Bolliwood, 01631 570999

alba
Alba, Albany Street, Oban

THE ART SHOP

JIGSAWS, DECORATIONS,
CRAFTS, CARDS, HOBBIES,
PICTURES, REAL TREES, GIFTS
Alba Art Shop
Albany Street, Oban

The one stop 
Christmas

shop
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Skye Lines
A SKYE community’s 
bid to buy a 1,000-acre 
woodland has been given 
a £5,000 boost by a local 
family trust.

Sleat Community Trust 
is looking to purchase Tor-
more Forest south of Ar-
madale from the Forestry 
Commission for £330,000, 
£20,000 of which must be 
raised locally.

A donation from the 
Raonull and Eileen Ma-
cInnes Charitable Trust has 
brought the community’s 
kitty nearly halfway to 

Henry Mains: confident 
of reaching target. 
10_f51forest01

its target, with just over three months till the March 
deadline.

The trust’s forestry plans include the creation of lo-
cal employment from forest management and timber 
processing. Improved access into the forest for walking, 
cycling and potentially pony trekking also feature.

The purchase is being made through the National For-
est Land Scheme, a Forestry Commission scheme that 
gives community organisations the opportunity to buy 
national forest land. Under the terms of the scheme, the 
money for the purchase must be raised by March 2011, 
or the woodland will be put on the open market.

Trust secretary Henry Mains told The Oban Times:
‘We have to raise £20,000 and we need to get that 
money from the public so we are always delighted when 

reach our target.’

RECENT Arctic conditions across Scotland has forced 

put back a week.

hosted service in the former Cameron’s Shop today 
(Thursday). But extreme weather conditions and long 
travel distances involved to complete the required 
works means the counter will now open next Thurs-
day, December 23. The service will be provided by the 
Broadford postmistress and will run for seven hours a 
week, on a Tuesday and Thursday between 9.30am and 

any inconvenience the delay may cause.

THE FIRST English-authored introduction to the works 
of Raasay Gaelic poet Sorley MacLean has been pub-
lished.

The book, Sorley MacLean, by BBC Alba broadcast 
journalist Dr Peter Mackay, examines the contemporary 
political, cultural and philosophical impact of the bard’s 
poetry and why it continues to resonate today.

Dr Mackay also works for BBC Radio nan Gàidheal.

A COMMUNITY effort to chart the spread of preda-
tory mink in Skye and Lochalsh has reached its halfway 
point.

The Skye and Lochalsh Mink Project has seen scores 
of volunteers, including members of conservation 
organisations, crofters, grazing clerks and members 

logging sightings, trappings, road fatalities and foot-

that mink, the descendents of fur farm escapees, have 
colonised most of the coastline of Skye and Lochalsh, 
with hot spots being Kyle, Kylerhea, Loch Bracadale 
and North Trotternish as well as the islands in the Sound 
of Raasay.

The second phase of the programme will focus on the 
mating period. Tunnels will be re-set and checked from 
February to April, and by May 2011 survey organisers 
Skye and Lochalsh Environment Forum will be able to 
provide a more complete picture of mink distribution.

Walkers brave enough to tackle the woodland walk up to the falls on the River 
Righ near Onich last week were rewarded with this spectacular view. The 100-
foot cascade, normally a foaming torrent, had almost completely frozen solid 
into a sculpted column of ice, shimmering green and blue in the winter light. Last 
weekend’s thaw ensured the path, which had been covered in sheet ice and snow, 
was once more easily negotiable. For the waterfall to freeze up is a rare event; for 
it to do so at the beginning of December is almost unheard of. 10_f51falls01

Rare freeze for River Righ falls

A CORPACH woman has 
been jailed for three-and-
a-half years after a police 
raid on her house uncovered 
nearly £6,000 worth of 
cocaine.

Fiona Ferguson, aged 43, 
of 19 Drumfada Terrace, 
supplied the class ‘A’ drug 
and amphetamine from her 
house and elsewhere in 
Lochaber between June 1 
2008 and January 31 2010.

Ferguson, who pled guilty 
at an earlier hearing, had 
her dealing brought to an 
end when police raided her 
house and found her and 
others with amphetamines 
as well as a rucksack 
containing 114grammes of 
cocaine with an estimated 
street value of £5,726. 

Police also arrested a man 
who was leaving Ferguson’s 
house in possession of 
cocaine.

A mobile phone seized 
during the search provided 
details of text messages and 
phone calls from people 
who had bought drugs from 
Ferguson. 

Police questioned several, 
who admitted Ferguson 
had supplied them with the 
illegal substances. Two said 
they had been given the 
drugs for free.

Describing Ferguson as 
‘one of life’s travellers’, 
defence solicitor Gerry 
Sweeney said: ‘She seems 
to be completely detached 
from what matters to 
normal people in a normal 
society. But she does seem 
to appreciate that this is a 
turning point in her life.’

Jailing Ferguson, Sheriff 
Douglas Small told her: 
‘The court has to take a 
very serious view of these 
offences.’

Corpach
drug
dealer 
jailed
Three-and-a-half year sentence 
after police discover £6,000 
worth of cocaine in raid

LOGANAIR has announced 
it will introduce a below-

-
age two per cent for tickets 
from January 1 2011.

The carrier, which oper-

a week on 26 routes around 
the Highlands and Islands, 
says the rise is lower than 
those recently announced by 
trans-Scotland ferry and rail 
operators. The airline has 
also decided to stop offering 
complimentary alcohol and 
soft drinks to passengers 
from January 10.

Cost of flying to rise

Fort William man 
admits threats
A FORT William man has 
admitted forcing his way 
into his ex-partner’s house 
and threatening her.

Alan Tomlin, aged 46, of 
Flat 2A, Glenlochy Guest 
House, pled guilty at Fort 
William Sheriff Court to 
behaving in a threatening 
manner at Grant Place, 
Claggan, entering whilst 
uninvited and shouting and 
uttering threats on October 
30.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
deferred sentence on Tomlin 
for nine months for good 
behaviour.

Man denies drink 
drive charges
A FORT William man 
has denied crashing into a 
parked car in the town while 
he was intoxicated.

John Gallacher, aged 53, 
of 8 Brown Court, pled not 
guilty to driving in Moray 

through drink or drugs and 
driving without due care 
and attention, causing him 
to collide with the other ve-
hicle. The trial will be heard 
at Fort William Sheriff 
Court on February 9 2011.

HIGHLANDS and Islands 
Labour MSP Peter Peacock 
is to stand down at May’s 
Holyrood elections.

Mr Peacock has been in 

11 as an MSP and 17 as an 
Independent Highland coun-
cillor, latterly as Highland 

He said: ‘At the coming 
Scottish election I would be 
entering my 30th consecu-

and I feel it is time for a 
change. I look forward to 
using my experience of 
public life to full effect.’

North Labour MSP 
to stand down

Peter Peacock: standing 
down.

A MAN who threatened a 
group of young people with 

of the morning on a Fort 
William side road has been 

Stevenson Stafford, 
aged 46, of 14 Ardnevis 
Road, Claggan, admitted 
conducting himself in 
a disorderly manner by 
presenting and brandishing 

manner and committing a 
breach of the peace at Old 
Inverlochy Castle on August 
8. He also admitted having 

a loaded air weapon in a 
public place without lawful 
authority or reasonable 
excuse.

Defence solicitor Hamish 
Melrose told Fort William 
Sheriff Court his client had 
been shooting rabbits at Old 
Inverlochy Castle and as he 
was leaving around 2.30am 
came across four young 
people aged between 17 and 
22 who were leaving the BA 
Club.

Mr Melrose said: ‘He 
didn’t anticipate seeing 
people at that time in the 

morning. He felt he was 
being cornered.’

Stafford, who was dressed 

time, repeatedly told the 
group to ‘back off’ whilst 
pointing his gun at them. 
Stafford left the scene and 
police were contacted the 
following day.

Sheriff Douglas Small 
decided against forfeiture of 
Stafford’s air gun, saying: ‘I 

home to you the fact that 

where there are people.’

Claggan man fined £600 after 
threatening youths with air rifle
Man points gun at group of four after ‘he felt he was being cornered’

BARRA residents attended 
afternoon and evening 
drop-in sessions yesterday 
(Wednesday) to give their 
reaction to controversial 
plans to designate waters 
round East Mingulay as a 
Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC).

The events, staged in 
Barra Learning Centre in 
Castlebay, saw Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) 

plans.
SNH started the formal 

consultation on the 
proposals on behalf of the 
Scottish Government four 
weeks ago.

The East Mingulay SAC 
has been proposed to help 
the government meet its 
European obligation to 
recognise and protect 

such as coldwater coral.

have voiced their opposition 
to the move.

SNH Western Isles area 
manager David MacLennan 
said it was important for 
local people to ‘play their 
part’ in the consultation 
exercise.

Scottish Ministers will 
consider all submissions 
before deciding whether or 

Barra gives view on East 
Mingulay conservation area

A FORT William man has 
denied carrying out a violent 
assault on a woman in his 
home.

William Smillie, aged 
51, of 3 Bruce Place, pled 
not guilty to assaulting 
the woman by repeatedly 
kicking her on the head to 
her injury at the address 

on October 1. Smillie 
pled guilty to a charge of 
possessing cannabis at Fort 
William Police Station on 
the same date.

The trial will be heard at 
Fort William Sheriff Court 
on February 9, when Smillie 
will also be sentenced for 
the second charge.

A LOCHABER man has denied 
making bogus claims to police about 
threats made to him.

Richard Stojak, aged 61, of Corran 
Ferry Hotel, Corran Ferry, Onich, pled 
not guilty to falsely representing to a 
police constable at Fort William police 
station that another man had threatened 
him with violence on August 6. 

The trial will be heard at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on February 9.

Fort William man denies violent assault Bogus claims denial

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes



16 NEWS Thursday 16 December, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk
OT

Sgoil Araich Braigh Lochabair, the Gaelic nursery in Roy Bridge, had an 
impromptu boost to numbers last Monday. Former pupils, who now 
attend Gaelic medium education in Fort William, were unable to get to 
school because their school was shut so they joined siblings and former 
classmates in Sgoil Araich/nursery for the day.

ONE OF Scotland’s oldest 
residents has celebrated her 
103rd birthday in a Lochaber 
nursing home. 

Joyce Ducker enjoyed 
her big day – then joined 

staff for a party of their own 
to mark their successful 
completion of a six-month 
university course.

The sprightly centegenarian 
has been a resident at 

at the tender age of 98.
She told The Oban Times: ‘I 

can’t believe I am now 103. 
I have so much enjoyed my 
celebrations and getting so 

SNOW played havoc with 
the schedule of Fort William 
Sheriff Court last week, 
causing three cases to be 
adjourned.

James Lowther, aged 54, of 

was due to face a charge of 
driving without due care and 
attention after attempting an 
overtaking manoeuvre whilst 
a motorbike was trying to 
overtake him on the A82 
near Drimarben just south of 
Fort William on July 19. 

The vehicles collided, 
injuring the biker, Paul 
Fletcher. 

As two crown witnesses 
who were travelling from 

court, Sheriff Douglas Small 
agreed to adjourn the trial 
until February 4.

Adjourned

Mhor Road, Caol, had his 
trial adjourned until February

MacDowell, of Glasgow, 
could not make it to Fort
William. 

Mr Allan denies assaulting 
Iain MacKay by repeatedly 
punching and kicking him 
on the head and body to his 
injury, claiming he acted in 
self-defence.

A Perth man who was 
reliant on public transport to 
travel to Fort William also 
had his case adjourned, until 
February 4. 

Desmond Jaffrey, 20, of 
2 Kestral Way, was due to 
be sentenced for failing to 
appear at court on September 
16.

A WOMAN marooned 
in Ardnamurchan by ice-
bound roads for three days 
got through to Fort William 
– only to be banned from 
boarding the bus home to 
Inverness with her dog.

Catriona Ross had been 
trying to get back to Muir 
of Ord after visiting her aunt 
Roida Fraser at Laga Farm
in Glenborrodale.

bus station last Wednesday 
morning but her onward 
journey stalled when the 
Citylink driver and the 
stance controller showed 
three-year-old collie Skye 
the red card. 

Catriona, aged 41, pleaded 
she was only following 
police advice to use public 
transport in severe weather 
and had taken Skye on Shiel 

regulations that only guide 
dogs and hearing dogs could 
be be carried on company 
services.

With no way of getting 
home Catriona, from 
Redcastle, had to phone her 
husband to leave his work in 
Inverness and come to Fort
William to collect her – a 

A FORT William man has admitted 
assaulting his partner in their home 
during a drunken row.

Marek Roznovjak, aged 30, of 10 
Douglas Place, Fort William, pled 
guilty to assaulting Daniella Timcakova 
by repeatedly punching and slapping 
her body to her injury on November 6.

Fort William Sheriff Court heard the 
Czech man started rowing with his 
partner of 15 years after he came home 
late from a house party. 

Ms Timcakova admitted she slapped 
Roznovjak before the pair got into a 

slapped her.

Ms Timcakova went to the police the 

on her upper thighs.
Sheriff Douglas Small said to 

Roznovjak: ‘Domestic violence in this 
country is seen as a serious offence.’ 
He deferred sentencing for nine months 
for good behaviour.

A CAOL man has admitted punching 
his ex-partner in the face to stop her 
throwing his belongings out of the 

of 4 Torcastle Crescent, pled guilty to 

body and punching her on the face at 

May 16.
Defence solicitor Hamish Melrose 

told Fort William Sheriff Court that 

throwing Garrick’s clothes out of the 
window. Mr Melrose continued: ‘The 
matter really came to a head when Ms 

to Mr Garrick out the window.’
Fining Garrick £300, Sheriff Douglas 

Small said Garrick had a ‘formidable’ 
record of previous convictions, adding: 
‘It’s not the most serious offence but it 
is very unpleasant, punching a female 
in the face.’

Breastfeeding 
initiative a step 
closer to award
A HIGHLAND health 
initiative to support 
breastfeeding mothers and 
their babies has moved a 
step closer to gaining an 
international award.

Mid Highland Community 
Health Partnership (CHP) 
has achieved stage two 
in the three-stage award 

Initiative, a World Health 
Organisation and UNICEF
programme run globally to 
ensure high standards of 
care. NHS Highland infant 
feeding advisor Karen 

rates have increased by 
10 to 15 per cent since we 
started working towards 

It is hoped the CHP, which 
includes Lochaber, Skye 
and Lochalsh, will achieve 
full accreditation by the end 
of next year. 

New boiler will cut 
pool’s fuel bills
MALLAIG and District 
Swimming Pool will cut 
fuel bills by 10 per cent 
once its new biomass boiler 
is installed.

The Oban Times further 
savings could follow 
from the government’s 
Renewable Heat Incentive 
scheme from April 2011.

Pool managers announced 
last week they replacing the 

a renewable wood chip unit 
on environmental and cost 
grounds.

Care forum boost

Care Forum has been 
awarded £7,000 from local 
councillors’ discretionary 
budgets towards the cost of 
employing a development 
worker.

Walks highlight 
flytipping and 
litter problems
KINLOCHLEVEN Primary 
School P3/4/5 pupils will 
be looking out for the 
environment again on 

tomorrow.
The class has been going 

on local short walks every 
Friday in recent weeks 
with class teacher Mrs 
McSorland and came across 

Shocked at what 
they saw, the children 

Gormley, Rio Tinto Alcan, 
Kinlochleven Community 

the Highland Council TECS 
Services to join them on 
tomorrow’s ramble. 

Support services on the 
move in New Year
USERS of day and community 
support services in Fort William are 
being advised of changes to services 
in the New Year.

The Angus Centre, a base for people 
with learning disabilities, is closing 
and from the week beginning January 
10 the centre will operate from the 
Montrose Centre at Inverlochy.

Dementia day services provided at 
the Montrose Centre will close on 
December 23 and transer to Invernevis 
House from January 4. 

A council spokesman said: ‘We will 
ensure a smooth transition of services 
and will give families and users of 
both centres the opportunity to visit 
their new surroundings during the 
week prior to the move.’ 

The future of the Angus Centre has 
yet to be determined.

Salt supplies low
THE EXCEPTIONALLY 
cold start to the winter has 
not left Highland Council 
low on salt supplies, says 
TEC Services committee 
chairman John Laing.

Some 30,000 tonnes of 
rock salt is on order from 
Carrickfergus, Northern 
Ireland, and a 4,600 tonne 
delivery is due to arrive in 
Invergordon this week.

Councillor Laing said:
‘We currently have 17,000 
tonnes of salt in supply 
throughout the Highlands 
and are making internal 
movements of salt stock 
throughout our 41 depots to 
where the need is greatest.’ 

Shaggy dog story: Catriona and Skye at the Citylink stance bus to Inverness. 
10_f51dog01

Pupils back to nursery for a day

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

round trip of 140 miles. ‘The 
attitude of the bus driver and 
the stance controller was 
awful. They were really rude 
to me,’ she fumed. 

‘I think at a time like this 
they could have had a more 
reasonable attitude to help 
people out. 

‘They were a wee bit 

I was told dogs were not 
allowed on the bus because 
people might be allergic 
to them. I said I could ask 
people on the bus, but they 
said no.

‘Skye is the best-behaved 
dog you could get. I was not 
aware of the rules before 
I went and they obviously 
have a blanket policy. I have 
taken the dog on local buses 
before with no problem. 
Surely in circumstances like 
this people should be willing 

Asked for her side of the 
story, the stance controller 
refused to comment, handed 
over a company ‘conditions 

The Oban Times to leave the 

A spokesperson for Scottish 
Citylink said: ‘While we 
are sorry to hear about this 
passenger’s experience, our 
company policy states that 
pets, other than guide dogs, 
are not permitted to travel on 
our coaches.

‘This is not an arbitrary 
policy and is in place out 
of consideration for other 
passengers. We appreciate 
the extreme weather 
conditions are causing travel 
issues for people with pets, 
but the comfort and safety of 
our passengers is our number 
one priority.’

Local company Shiel 
The

Oban Times dogs ‘were not 
encouraged’, but drivers had 
discretion.

Owner Donnie 
MacGillivray said: ‘We do 
allow dogs on our buses in 
certain circumstances if the 
dog is clean, well behaved 
and does not get up on the 
seats.’ 

Catriona has asked her 

to take the matter up with 
transport minister Stewart 
Stevenson.

Centegenarian Joyce Ducker celebrates with Abbeyfield Ballachulish staff and, 
back left, vice chairman David Thomson and Ann Gunton, who presented the 
certificates. 10_f50abbey01

REPORT by 
STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Passenger’s anger after pet 
dog bus ban stalls trip home

Snow wreaks 
havoc
with court 
schedule

many cards and best wishes 
from all my family, frineds 

Fifteen staff from the Park 
Road home also popped 
the champagne corks after 
graduating in Dementia 
Studies from the University 
of Stirling.

Manager Wilma Allan 
said: ‘The staff are delighted 
to have been given the 
opportunity to take part in the 
course, and feel the learning 
outcomes over the past 

months have really enhanced 
their knowledge and practice. 

congratulate them all on 
their achievements.’

had another reason for 
getting into the festive spirit 
– the Care Commission 
awarded the home, its 
day care and care at home 
services the top mark of six 
for ‘excellent’ following 
recent inspections. 

Wilma said: ‘I owe a big 
thank you to not only the 
staff, but to all the clients 
and their families for their 
continuing support.’

Late night drunken row turned to violence

Labourer punched ex-partner in the face

Joyce parties on after 
103rd birthday bash

Citylink refuses to bend rules 
on no animals policy
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Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government, with the support of associated 

partner organisations. Maximum call charge from BT landline is 3p per minute. Call costs from other networks may vary. Text costs vary 

depending on your mobile operator.

0845 609 6611
www.bgateway.com
or visit your local offi ce

I want to grow
my business,
where can I

access funding?

Thinking of developing your business?

Think Business Gateway.

If your existing business has growth ambitions then talk to Business Gateway. Our experienced advisers can help

you develop your growth plans and signpost relevant sources of funding, all in total confidence.

Growth grants available up to £3,000

If your business is already trading over the VAT threshold and has plans to increase turnover significantly, you

could be eligible for Argyll and Bute Council’s Competitive Business Growth grant of up to £3,000.

To find out more, contact Business Gateway on 01546 605459 or email business.gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk

NEW controls have been 
introduced to deal with the 
persistent problem of sheep 
scab in Scotland.

The legislation puts a 
legal obligation on any 
person who suspects that 
sheep in their possession 
or care have the infection 
to let their local divisional 
veterinary manager know as 
soon as possible. Movement 
restrictions will then apply 
until the sheep are either 
treated or slaughtered, or a 
veterinary surgeon provides 
a negative diagnosis.

The changes also mean 
that owners or keepers who 
fail to take action on sheep 
scab can have movement 
restrictions imposed on their 

dealt with. They will also be 
liable for prosecution.

Simon Hall, Chief 

Scotland, said: ‘There 
are effective treatments 
available for sheep scab but 
we have to be realistic and 
accept that eradication from 
Scotland is not feasible at 
the moment. 

‘The majority of sheep 
keepers are already taking 
steps to keep sheep scab out 

with problems when they 
occur. The new sheep scab 
order is intended to support 
their efforts by reducing the 
spread of scab from infected 

all sheep keepers to source 
sheep responsibly and to 
take prompt action if they 

The controls came into 
force yesterday (December 
17).

their annual Martinmas 
Show and Sale at Stirling 
last Monday when they 
had 5,879 store lambs and 
feeding ewes forward.

The show was judged by 
Stewart Gray, Clash Farm, 
Callander and the following 
was his awards.
Champion and 1st  Cont 
- £75.50 M & J Kennedy, 
Lurgan Farm, Aberfeldy; 
2nd  Cont - £69 M & J 
Kennedy, Lurgan Farm, 
Aberfeldy; 3rd Cont - £68 
D McNicol, Whitecross.
Reserve Champion & 1st 
Suff - £73.50 M L Wilson, 
Baluskie; 2nd  Suff - £65.80 
G Black, Torbhlaren; 3rd  
Suff - £64.50 W S Paterson, 
Golland.
1st Tex - £72 M L Wilson, 
Baluskie; 2nd  Tex - £68.50 
J Lambie, Knockdaw; 3rd 
Tex  £64.50 D McNicol, 
Whitecross.
1st  Mules - £73 M L Wil-
son, Baluskie; 2nd  Mules 

3rd Mules – £65 W H At-
kinson-Clark, Ashintully.
1st  BF - £60.50 D Bryce 
& Sons, Cowden; 2nd  BF 
- £52 D Bryce & Sons, 
Cowden; 3rd  BF - £50 
Couston Farming Co.
1st  Mule Ewes - £64.50 
M L Wilson, Baluskie; 2nd  
Mule Ewes - £59 Markhill 
Farms; 3rd  Mule Ewes 
- £58 Craigmad.
1st Prize Ewes - £48 Bal-
uskie; 2nd  BF Ewes - £44 
Dumyat; 3rd  BF Ewes 
- £40 Ashentully.

Texel lambs sold to £72 
from Baluskie, with Suffolks 
from Poltalloch and Suffolk 
crosses from Acharonich 
both selling to £66. Cheviots 
from £68.50 Ashentully sold 
to £68.50 while Blackfaces 
from Ronachan fetched 
350.

An annual consignment of 
967 lambs from M L Wilson, 
Baluskie Farm averaged 
£65.89 while 520 from 
D McNicol, Whitecross 
averaged £63.76.

(Stirling) Ltd sold 1,251 
suckled calves, store, 
breeding and Over 30 Month 
cattle at their Christmas Show 
and Sale at Oban Livestock 
centre last Tuesday.

Judge John Owen of 
Muirpark, Bannockburn 
selected as his champion 
and winner of the 
Caledonian Marts Perpetual 
Challenge Trophy a 380kg 
Limousin cross heifer 
from Douglas McDonald, 
Tyree, Benderloch which 
sold at £2,000 to R Wright, 
Woodend, Ardgour. Reserve 
champion was a 395kg 
Limousin bullock, again 
from Douglas McDonald, 
Tyree which made £1,450 to 
Graeme Stirling, Burnbank, 
Throsk.

The 670 bullocks sold to 
an average of 165p per kilo 
and to a top of 367p for the 
reserve champion and to 
264p per kilo for Limousin 
crosses from A McGillvary, 
Achuran, Lismore. The 504 
heifers averaged 149p per 
kilo and sold to 526p per kilo 
for the champion and 272p 
per kilo for young heifer 
calves from  D MacDougall, 
Tirfuir, Lismore.
Prizes:
Bullock Calf Mainland Bred
1 and Reserve Champion Douglas 
McDonald,
2 Douglas McDonald, 360kg £700 
to Craig Malone, Corbiewood, 
Bannockburn,
3 Malcolm Campbell, Airds, 
Ardfern, 375kgs £580 for D Low, 
Pittenkerrie, Glassel.
Heifer Calf Mainland Bred 
1 Douglas Mcdonald, 
2 D W Semple, Dippen, Carradale, 
360kgs £720 to George Harvey, 
Keirhill, Balfron, 
3 Ewan McGillvary, Barcaldine 

Dick, Kipperoch, Dunbarton.

1, 2 and 3 Archie McGillvary, 
Achuran, Lismore, 365kgs £760, 
240kgs £580, 315kgs £650 to 
Alan Wilson, Crawfordjohn Mill, 
Crawfordjohn and Dexter Logan, 
Greenhead, Alva respectively.

1 and 2 Dougie McDougall, Tirfuir, 
Lismore 310kgs £680, 280kgs 
£540 to John Owen, 
3 Messrs McDonald, Ballygrundle, 
Lismore, 270kgs £530 to Robert 
Wotherspoon, Holybush, Falkirk.
Native Bred Bullock Calf 
1, 2, 3 J & M Turner, Kildolloig, 
Campbeltown, 345kg £520 to D 
Low
Native Bred Heifer Calf 
1 M Bonniewell, Dalvuie, Connel, 
300kgs £380 to T Millar, High 
Gameshill, Stewarton.
Pen of 4 Bullocks, Malcolm Camp-
bell, Airds, Ardfern 395kgs £620 
to D Low.
Pen of 4 Heifers, Laggan Farms, 
Lochgilphead, 375kgs £510 to T 
Millar, High Gameshill, Stewarton.

Marts Ltd sold 417 sheep of 
all classes at Dingwall last 
Wednesday when quality and 

demand.
Lambs averaged £41.35 and 

sold to £72 for a pen of Suffolk 
crosses from Blargie Farm, 
Laggan.

Ewes averaged £47.90 and 
sold to £80 for Cheviots from 
Muirton, Munlochy.

Rams and feeding sheep sold to 
£70 for a Cheviot wedder from 
Spittal Shore, Muir of Ord.

prime sheep including 4724
lambs averaging 169.2p/kg 
(+0.7p/wk) and 1407 ewes 
and rams for sale at Stirling 
last Thursday.

The event also included a 
Blackface prime lamb show, 
sponsored by J Cooper and Co, 
Gartocharn, and judged by A 
Black, Dunbia who selecting 
a lamb from Brisbane Glen 
Estate as his champion.

Beltex lambs from Mill of 
Montague sold to £89.50 and 

to 221p per kilo from West 
Park with Texels from Prieston 
to £86 and 213p per kilo from 
Mill of Montague.

Blackface lambs from 
Brisbane Glen Estate sold to 
78 and to 187p per kilo from 
Rynaclach, Killin.

Texel ewes from Quixwood 
sold to £98.50
Show results
Champion – Brisbane Glen 
Estate 45.3kg - £78
Reserve champion – Mr Burnett, 
Rhodders 39.8kg - £73
Class 1 

1 Mr Brewster, Rotmell 34.2kg 
- £60; 2 Urlar Estate 35.6kg - 
£58.50; 3 Tay & Torridon Estate 
33kg - £55.80
Class 2 
1 Mr Burnett, Rhodders 39.8kg 
- £73; 2 M/s Duncan-Miller, 
Remony 39.9kg - £65; 3 Mr 
Cameron, Dalbrack 39.9kg - £65
Class 3 
1 Brisbane Glen Estate, Outer-
wards 45.3kg - £78; 2 Mr Braes, 
Burnshot 41.5kg - £71.80
3 Mr Shaw, West Lethans 42.6kg 
- £74.50
Special Prize – Mr Braes, Burn-
shot -£71.80

store cattle, young bulls and 
93 cows and 4,977 store lambs 
at Stirling last Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 153.73p 
(-3.85p) and sold to 180p per 
kg for a 453kg Limousin cross 
from Craigend and £955 for a 
639kg Charolais cross from 
Bankhead.

Heifers averaged 157.84p 
(+0.28p) and sold to 191.5p 
per kg for a 376kg Charolais 
cross from Gateside and £880 
for a 524kg Limousin cross 
from Bankhead.

Young bulls averaged 

156.11p and sold to 158.6p 
per kg for 249kg Charolais 
cross from Naemoor and 
£550 for a 347kg Charolais 
cross, also from Naemoor.

Deanfoot sold to £1,060 for a 
Limousin cross and £990 for 
a Simmental cross.

Texel cross lambs from 

with Blackfaces from 
Morenish to £65.50 and to 
£62.50 Littleport; £60.20 
Ballybrennan; £60 Dalbreck, 
£59.50 Craigannet and £59 
Loanleven.

DALMALLY              
United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: £955 and £945  
10 Eoligarry, Barra  £805(4)  Moleigh 
Farm  £775 and £750  10 Eoligarry
£565(3)  Machrins Farm, Colonsay.
British ShorthornX: £515(2)  Corn-
aigmore, Coll.
CharolaisX: £1115, £1045, £1010 
and £985  10 Eoligarry, Barra  £610  
Tullochmhor  £585, £570 and £560   
Morenish  £555  Bragleenmore.
Limousin X: £865, £835 and £810
10 Eoligarry, Barra  £805 and £785  
Moleigh Farm  £785  Clachan, Tiree  
£770(3) and  £755(3)  Moleigh 
Farm  £755(2)  10 Eoligarry  £735(2)
Moleigh Farm  £715  9 Killeonan
£705(3) and £695(2)  Clachan, Tiree  
£655  9 Killeonan  £635  Moleigh 
Farm  £605(3)  Morenish  £600  Mo-
leigh, 9 Killeonan and 10 Eoligarry(2)  
£595(4)  Garraron and Melfort Farms
£585 and £570  Tullochcan Farm.
Luing: £705(2), £685(2) , £675 and 
£630  Stronacroibh, Lismore.
SalerX: £770  Moleigh Farm 
Simmental X: £985 and £925  10 Eo-
ligarry, Barra £920, £825(3), £755(4) 
and £735(2)  Moleigh Farm £655(6) 
Drissaig farm.
Heifers
Aberdeen Angus X: £685  10 Eoli-
garry, Barra 
British ShorthornX: £570   Corn-
aigmore, Coll
CharolaisX: £510  Bragleenmore
£495  Morenish
Limousin X: £755(2)  10 Eoligarry, 
Barra  £720  Auch Estate  £645(2)  
Clachan, Tiree  £620(3)  9 Killeonan  
£595  Clachan, Tiree(3) and Drissaig 
Farm(3)  £585  9 Killeonan  £580, 
£555 and £545 10 Eoligarry, Barra  
£525  Tullochcan  £515  9 Killeonan 
and Morenish Farm.
Simmental X:£790, £760, , £750, 
£700, £685, £660 and £640  Auch 
Estate  £620(2), £605, £590, £555(2), 
£545(4), £540 and £535  Drissaig 
Farm.
Breeding cattle

In-calf cows: £1050 and £1020  7 
Craigneich, Lismore  £980  Auch 
Estate  £950  Craig Farm and 7 
Craigneich (2)  £920 and £900  Craig 
Farm  £880  7 Craigneich(3) and
Moleigh Farm £860 and £850  7 
Craigneich  £820  Craig Farm and 7 
Craigneich  £800  7 Craigneich.
Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: 169p  Moleigh 
Farm(4) and Machrins Farm, Colonsay  
166p  10 Eoligarry, Barra.
CharolaisX: 224p, 202p and 197p
Morenish Farm  193p and 177p  Tul-
lochmhor Farm.
Limousin X: 221p(2)  2 Keil Crofts
198p  Tullochcan Farm  195p  
Sonachan Farm  194p(2) and 192p(2)
10 Eoligarry, Barra  191p  Achuran, 
Lismore  189p  10 Eoligarry, Barra 
(2) and 2 Keil Crofts (2) 188p(3)
Garraron and Melfort Farms  185p
Moleigh Farm  184p  9 Killeonan 
and 10 Eoligarry  183p  9 Killeonan 
and Achuran  182p(2)  10 Eoligarry  
180p(4)  Garraron and Melfort Farms.
Simmental X: 188p and 181p(2)
Pitcastle Estate.
Heifers
British ShorthornX: 163p  Corn-
aigmore, Coll
CharolaisX: 180p(4)  Tullochmhor  
176p  Bragleenmore.
Limousin X: 261p  Auch Estate  
201p, 197p, 192p and 185p Achuran, 
Lismore  183p  2 Keil Croft and Auch 
Estate(2)  181p and 178p  10 Eoli-
garry, Barra  177p  Auch Estate and 
Tullochcan Farm(4).
SalerX: 167p(2)  Tullochmhor.
Simmental X: 268p, 254p and 229p
Auch Estate.
Sheep
Lambs
TexelX: £72.50 and £66.50  Clachan, 
Tiree  £62.50  Cladich Farm  £57.50  
Cornaigmore, Coll.
Cross: £65.50 and £55.50  Ederline 
Estate  £52.50 Ardchonnel Farms.
Blackface: £59  Ederline Estate
£58.50  Ardchonnel Farms  £57.50  
Glenstrae Farmers  £56.50 and £51.50  
Cladich.
Ewes

Cross: £58.50  Clachan, Tiree  £56.50  
Machrins Farm, Colonsay  £54.50
Cornaigmore, Coll.
Blackface: £45.50 Machrins Farm.

OBAN
CaledonianMarts
Bullocks:
Up to 250kgs  £580 Achuran, 264p 
Feall;

301-350kgs  £670 Feall, 209p Feall; 
351-400kgs £1450 Tyree, 367p Tyree; 
401-450kgs £700 Kildalloig, 163p 
Kildalloig;
451-500kgs  £780 Balure, 163p 
Balure;
501-550kgs  £770 Achnacreemore, 
152p Achnacreemore.
Heifers:
Up to 250kgs – £680 Tirfuir, 272p 
Tirfuir; 
251-300kgs  £740 Barcaldine, 269p 
Barcaldine;
301-350kgs  £650 Dippen, 197p 
Dippen;
351-400kgs  £2000 Tyree, 526p Tyree; 
401-450kgs £650 Pollywilline, 148p 
Pollywilline;
451-500kgs  £830 Mill, 175p Mill; 
501-550kgs  £820 Pollywilline, 164p 
Pollywilline;
551-600kgs  £1100 Mill, 186p Mill.

DINGWALL Dingwall 
and Highland Marts
Lambs:
TexelX: Balnafettach Estate, Crom-
dale, £65; 
Zwarbles:  Muirton, £63; 
Mule: Wester Rarichie, Nigg, £62; 
Blackface: Blargie Farm, £60; 
SuffolkX: Old Pots, Auldearn, £60; 
CharollaisX: 39 Banscol, Rogart, £56; 
Cross: 1 & 2 Ose, Struan, £55; 
Cheviot: 1 & 2 Ose, £51; 
Jacob: Balnafettach Estate, £47; 
JacobX: Balnafettach Estate, £47.
Ewes:
Suffolk: Glaich Na Goire, Kiltarlity, 
£74;
Cheviot: Spittal Shore, £70; 

Mule: Castlecraig, £69; 
Zwarbles:  Muirton, £57; 
Blackface: Wester Rarichie, £45. 
Feeding sheep: 
Cheviot: Badden, Kiltarlity, £57; 
Blackface: Aird, Shieldaig, £44; 
Jacob: Arabella, Nigg, £43.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks
Up to 250kg Windyedge £200, 99p; 
251-300kgs Beechwood £410, 153.3p; 
301-350kgs Tomnagairn £580, Pol-
liwilline 167.2p; 
351-400kgs West Friarton £650, 
171.3p;
401-450kgs Haspielaw £770, 175p; 
451-500kgs Mains of Craigisla £830, 
Craigend 180p; 
501-550kgs Bankhead £920, 175.6p; 
551-600kgs Bankhead £950, 164.3p; 
601-650kgs Bankhead £955, 149.5p; 
651-700kgs Valtos £880, 133.3p.
Heifers
251-300kgs Tomnagairn £410, 152.4p; 
301-350kgs Tomnagairn £510, 155.6p; 
351-400kgs Gateside £720, 191.5p; 
401-450kgs Polliwiiline £780, 174.1p; 
451-500kgs Gateside £800, 172.4p; 
501-550kgs Bankhead £880, 167.9p; 
551-600kgs West Friarton £840, 
145.8p;
601-650kgs West Friarton £870, 
140.8p..
Young Bulls;
Up to 250kgs Naemoor £395, 158.6p; 
251-300kgs Naemoor £435, 151p; 
301-350kgs Naemoor £550, 158.5p. 
Breeding Cattle

£1060, (SimX) £990; (BSHX) £940; 
(ChaX) £800.
Sheep

(TexX) £66.80; Morenish (BF) £65.50; 
Garvie (Mul) £65; Wester Bowhouse 
(SuffX) £64; Littleport (BF) £62.50; 
Ballybrennan (BF) £60.20; Dalbrack 
(BF) £60; Langbank of Balhaldie 
(LleX) £60 and Loanleven (Che) £60; 
Craigannet (BF) £59.50; Loanleven 
(BF) £59.

Annual Christmas Sale of all 
classes of cattle and sheep at 
Dalmally Auction Mart last 
Saturday when a catalogued entry 
of 506 cattle and sheep sold to a 
full ringside of buyers, many in 

Stock was forwarded from 
throughout Argyll and the islands 
of Barra, North and South Uist, 
Tiree, Coll, Lismore, Colonsay 
and Mull.

The annual consignment from 
Mr Morrison, 10 Eoligarry, Barra 

when his Charolais cross bullocks 
sold to £1,115.00.  

The top price per kilo came from 

their Simmental heifer calves sold 
to 268pence per kilo and Limousin 
cross heifer calves sold to 261 
pence per kilo.

Bullock calves from Mr Buchan, 
Morenish, Killin sold to 224 pence 
per kilo for Charolais crosses and 
this was closely followed at 221 
pence per kilo from A MacColl, 
No2 Keill Crofts, Benderloch.

Breeding cattle sold to £1,050 

Texel cross lambs from Mr 

sold to £72.50, while the same 
home sold Cross ewes to £58.50.

SEVERE winter weather 
could lead to a sharp rise in 
the number of plant related 
poisonings, warns vets at 
the Scottish Agricultural 
College (SAC).

 Rhododendron bushes 
present a particular threat on 
the west coast and crofters 
and farmers have been 
advised that there is little 
they can do if their stock eat 
rhododendron leaves. 

Brian Hosie, SAC 
Consulting: Veterinary 
Services Group manager, 
said: ‘Sheep will usually 
avoid rhododendron bushes 
if other sources of food are 
available but in winter it is 
not unusual for sheep to break 

into gardens and woodland 
or nibble on green leaves 
as the heavy snow bends 
rhododendron branches 
within reach. SAC Disease 
Surveillance Centres have 

poisoning since the snow 

little can be done to treat the 

Rhododendrons contain 
a poison which, amongst 
other things, slows the heart 
and lowers blood pressure. 
Symptoms in sheep include 
drooling, vomiting, pain and 
distress. They stagger and 
collapse before dying. 

Other plants in the 
rhododendron family, such 

as Azalea and Pieris, are 
also toxic, as is the yew 
tree, another plant that can 
be problematic in severe 
winters.

Cattle, horses and man 
can all suffer rhododendron 
poisoning.

Rhododendrons were 
introduced to Britain from 
the Himalayas by plant 
collectors and were often 
planted in gardens and 

have been allowed to spread 
and escapees have colonised 
areas in the west where 
conservation groups have 
mounted campaigns to clear 
the invaders from islands 
like Colonsay. 

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Market reports

Barra
bullocks sell 
to £1,115 at 
Dalmally

New legislation steps up 

Rhododendron poisoning threat increases in winter weather

Oban
champion
heifer sells 
to £2,000

Aberfeldy lambs are 

Show champions

Brisbane Glen takes Stirling prime lamb championship

Sheep trade remains 
firm at Dingwall

Invernoaden Texels sell to £73 at Stirling

FOR SALE
TAMWORTH 

WEANERS
£50.

Telephone: 
01687 470243 

(Lochailort) after 8pm



West Coast property service

Solid fuel central heating, double glazed 

 Offers in the region of £95,000.  

Telephone 07796485041

18 MOTORS/PROPERTY

Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Club (2003)
£2700.00
48,894 Miles
Service & MOT At Time Of Purchase

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

CAR OF THE WEEK

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

HELENSBURGH 
HONDA

www.helensburghhonda.co.uk
101 East Clyde Street

Helensburgh, G84 7PJ
Tel: 01436 675 777

08 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Ivor Williams Canopy, Black, 50k  £11,450
08 MITSUBISHI L200Warrior double cab pick up, black, 50k  £10,950
57 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal double cab pick-up, leather, parking sensors, grey £11,250
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Elegance double cab pick up auto full spec, leather, 40k  £10,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, double cab pick-up, manual, e-pack, alloys, black, 26k £10,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan, Double Cab Pick Up, Leather, E/pac, Black, 35k,  £8,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal, double cab pick-up, manual, full leather, sat nav, e-pack, alloys, black,  £8,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 double cab pick-up Truckman canopy, white  £6,950
06 MITSUBISHI L200 Animal, double cab pick-up, leather, sports top, black £6,950
01 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan, Double cab pick up, Canopy, Tow bar, Met blue/silver, 50,000 £3,950
08 NISSAN Navara Outlaw Plus, 6 Speed Manual, Sunroof, Heated Leather, Black, 37k  £12,950
57 NISSAN Navara Aventura, Double Cab Pick Up, 6 Speed Manual, Full Spec, Sat Nav, Black, 50k  £12,450
57 NISSAN Navara Outlaw, Double Cab Pick Up, 6 Speed, E/pac, Alloys, Black 25k  £11,950
57 NISSAN Navara , King Cab Pick Up, 6 Speed Manual, Met Grey, 26k,  £9,950
07 NISSAN Navara Aventura, Double cab pick up, Manual, Sat nav, Heated leather, Black,40k £12,950 no vat
07 NISSAN Navara, double cab pick-up, manual e-pack, 6 speed, canopy, silver, 60k £8,950
54 NISSAN Navara, king cab pick up, manual, e-pack, alloys, canopy, met. Blue, 70k £5,950
07 FORD Ranger, Double cab pickup, 3 ton tow, E pack, White, 24k  £8,750
07 FORD Ranger, Single cab pickup, 4wd, 3 ton tow, mat blue, 50k  £7,950
59 FORD Transit T280s 115 Trend Limited Edition, Sat Nav,Dvd,Cd,Side Step, A Bar, Silver 17k  £p.o.a
08 FORD Transit 350 TDCi tipper pick-up, white  £9,450
57 FORD Transit 350 crew cab tipper, tow bar, white, 60k £8,950
07 FORD Transit 350 TDCI  LWB  Hightop White 60K £6,950
55 FORD Transit 350/115 , Single Cab Tipper, Alloy Drop Side, Silver, 60k £6,450
55 FORD Transit 280 85 SWB Van, white, 50k, choice  £4,950
04 FORD Transit 350 115 LWB, crew cab tipper, alloy body, crane £5,950
57 VAUXHALL Astra van club model, e/pck 6 speed, cd, met silver, 60k £5,950
55 VAUXHALL Vivaro SWB Van, Side Loading Door, Ply Lined, Rear Seat, CD, White, 60k  £4750 No VAT
07 CITROEN Berlingo Van HDI, E/pack, Central Locking, White, 39k  £4,250 No VAT
55 MERCEDES 311 CDI 12 Seat Mini Bus, mwb, high roof, sld, 60k, white £5,950
05 NEW HOLLAND TC21 compact tractor, 4wd hst mid mount mower + grass collector 350 hrs  £7,950
IVOR WILLIAMS 10ft allow body to suit Ford Transit, alloy gates & division  £1,750

17.5%

FLAT FOR RENT
Fully furnished one bedroom flat in the centre of 

Lochgilphead
Available for long let

Own car parking space
No DSS

References required
£420p.c.m + Council Tax

Apply in writing to Box Number 150 Argyllshire Advertiser, 
Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB

TO LET
4 bedroom house

Un-furnished
Central Heating

8 miles from 
Tarbert

(possibility of 
part time work)

Telephone 
01880 820654

TERRACED 
HOUSE TO RENT

Banff  Crescent, 
Fort William,

2 Storey, Fully Furnished, 
2 Bedrooms, Accessible 

to town centre, 
Immediate entry.

Further details Telephone 
07990 752599 or 

07598 712565

TO LET

COTTAGE 
TO RENT
Cairnbaan

Telephone 
01546 603295 

evenings

FOR SALE
Th ree bedroom semi detached 

house in Lochgilphead, nice area.
Entry January 2011.

Off ers over £125,000

Contact 0786 786 4436

West Coast
property service

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

WANTED

£795

FORD KA 1.3L 
COLLECTION

2000, metallic blue, alloy 
wheels, 94,000 miles, 
road tax March 2011, 

MOT Sept 2011, excellent 
condition, FSH.

Telephone: 
01546 606880

WANTED

Contact James 07866 590583 or 
07966 293996.

Landrover 90 or 110, new or 
old models, also Toyota Hilux 

and Land Cruiser, Range Rover 
and all Japanese models, high 

miles, damaged, anything 
considered, motorhomes and 
caravanettes also required. 

£5000 + VAT

2003
4WD

Roll bar, becon etc
Good condition.

Telephone: 
07881 464490

BENFORD / TEREX 
9 TONNE DUMPER

£8000 o.n.o.

TD4, SE, S/W, Diesel, Taxed 
and MOT, Reg Dec 04, second 

owner, excellent condition, 
35,000 miles.

Telephone: 
077149 34812

LANDROVER 
FREELANDER

WANTED

Wanted an old 
motorcycle

Running or not

Telephone: 
01505 341208 / 
07966 192217

MITSUBISHI L200 
WARRIOR

£5000 o.n.o.

2004, MOT and taxed 9 months
120,000 miles
Good condition 

Tel: 01546 606032 / 07990 773368

S&S Services Subaru Tel: 01292 880080/880440 www.sandsservices.co.uk

SPECIAL EDITION
only £14,990 plus VAT
Our special edition comes as standard Isuzu 
Rodeo Denver plus A towbar with single electrics, 

The Spicer family would like 
to wish all of  their customers 

a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

04 CITREON BERLINGO 2.0 HDI
White 78K miles. Mot April 2011, 
one owner, woodlined ....................................£2,250 +vat

03 PEUGEOT PARTNER 1.9D 
White, woodlined, towbar, one years mot ..... £1,400 +vat

55 VAUXHALL COMBO WHITE 1.3 CDi
52K miles Mot Feb. 2011 Woodlined, CD Player, 
taxed March 2011 ........................................... £2,800 +vat

Billy would like to wish all his customers and 
friends a Happy Christmas and a Good New Year.

Tel: mob. 07990548046

Robertson Van Sales

TO LET
One Bedroom

Cottage
TORLUNDY, 

FORT WILLIAM
Furnished

No D.S.S. or pets
£450 pcm + £450 

deposit
Tel: Mob. 

07766811082

Rooms to rent
In Large House
Central Oban
£80 per week 

+ Bills
No DSS

Tel: 
07770931967



Thursday 16 December, 2010 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 19PUBLIC NOTICES/RECRUITMENT
COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949

APPLICATION FOR DEER FENCE: 
GLACERISKA BAY, LOCH CRERAN

Notice is hereby given that AIRDS ESTATE has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under section 34 of the Coast 
Protection Act 1949, as amended by the section 36 of the Merchant 
Shipping Act 1988, in respect of the installation of a deer fence 
extending below the level of mean low water springs in Glaceriska 
Bay at the above location in the positions(s):

 Description Latitude Longitude
Deer Fence: Start 56 32.570N 05 24.141W
Deer Fence: End 56 32.527N 05 24.098W

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at PORT 
APPIN COMMUNITY CO-OP, PORT APPIN, ARGYLL, PA38 4DE

Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect of the 
application should be made in writing to:

Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and Harbours 
Branch, Area 2G North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ within 28 
days of the date of this notice quoting reference: 2SPC\1\5\119

AIRDS ESTATE, c/o BIDWELLS, CARN DEARG HOUSE, NORTH 
ROAD, FORT WILLIAM

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 

disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect 
of this proposal. 

Reference Number

10/04792/PIP

10/04823/FUL

10/04760/FUL

10/04799/FUL

10/04727/FUL

10/04809/FUL

Development Address

Land to South West of
Tigh An Uilt
Kilchoan

Site 4
Glen Nevis Business Park
Fort William

Rocky Mountain Way
13A Glencoe
Ballachulish

Rowan House
Montrose Avenue
Inverlochy
Fort William

Allt A Bheithe Burn
Ardochy
Invergarry

Kilmallie Free Church
Glenpane Street
Caol
Fort William

Proposal Description

Erection of House (renewal 
of 07/00392/OUTLO)

Erection of bus garage, 
installation of portacabin, 
coach washbay and oil 
interceptor

Alterations to house and 
extension to bothy to form 
one bedroomed holiday 
accommodation

Change of use from office 
accommodation to 3 No. 
cottage dwellings

Construction of a micro 
hydro scheme

Section 42 application for 
removal of condition 2 of 
10/02963/FUL

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
BARRATLANTIC LTD  trading as BARRATLANTIC 
LTD of  ARDVEENISH, NORTHBAY, ISLE 
OF BARRA, WESTERN ISLES, H595YA is 
applying to change an existing license to keep 
an extra 3 Goods Vehicles at the operating 
centre at ARDVEENISH, NORTHBAY, ISLE OF 
BARRA, WESTERN ISLES, H595YA. Owners 
or occupiers of land (including buildings) near 
the operating centre who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at HILLCREST HOUSE, 
386 HAREHILLS LANE, LEEDS, LS9 6NF stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. 
A guide to making representations is available 
from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office.

UNDERSTALKER
Challenging position on prestigious family 
owned Highland Estate.  Minimum 5 years’ 
Highland stalking experience with ATVs 
and ponies.  Attractive package with house.  
Possible part-time work for partner.

Apply to:  Rhoderick Noble, Ardverikie 

PH20 1BX
Or email:  ardverikie@ardverikie.com

between Scottish and Irish researchers, coordinated 
by The Scottish Association of Marine Science 

SAMS.

Algal/Microbial Physiologist 
Research Assistant
Fixed Term Appointment for 6 months
£23,228 - £34,768
Job Ref. D10/10.MS

Angus MacDonald has 
applied to decroft part 
of the croft at Drimdhu, 
Arisaig & Moidart 
extending to 0.0761 
ha for the purpose of 
providing a site for a 
dwellinghouse.  Case 
number:  4.86.28326
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township you 
may submit comments 
on the proposal in writing 
or some other permanent 
form to the Crofters 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or 
info@crofterscommission.
org.uk,, by 5 January 2011 
quoting the above case 
number.  
Please note that any 
comments you provide 
are part of an open 
process and will be made 
available to interested 
parties. Your comments 
would also be released 
under a Freedom of 
Information inquiry.

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE
MOORING AT ASKNISH BAY

Notice is hereby given that Ian Taggart has applied to the 
Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Executive, under section 34 
of the Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended  by the section 
36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to carry out A PRIVATE 
MOORING at the above location in the positions(s):

Description Latitude Longitude

Private Mooring 56° 13.834 Dec Min 5° 33.026 Dec Min

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspection 
at ARDFERN POST OFFICE, ARDFERN, PA31 8QN

Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect of 
the application should be made in writing to:

Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and 
Harbours Branch, Area 2G North, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh 
EH6 6QQ within 28 days of the date of this notice quoting 
reference: 2SPC/2/5/421

Ian Taggart, 252 Nithsdale Road, Dumbreck, Glasgow, 
G41 5AH

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR, at the location detailed below 
and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications. Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
Lorn House Albany Street Oban PA34 4AR within 21 days of the appearance of this notice. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

• Ref No: 10/01932/PP
Applicant: Ms Janet Thom And Ms Ann Smith
Proposal: Change of use of pavement to form outside seating area
Site Address: Julie’s Coffee House 33 Stafford Street Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5NH
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Listed Building/Conservation Advert
Closing Date: 06/01/2011

• Ref No: 10/02000/PP
Applicant: Eilean Eisdeal
Proposal: Erection of 6kw wind turbine with a maximum height of 17.75 metres to blade tip.
Site Address: Land South East Of Easdale Museum Easdale Island Oban Argyll And Bute 
PA34 4TB
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar
Listed Building/Conservation Advert
Closing Date: 06/01/2011

• Ref No: 10/02013/LIB
Applicant: Eilean Eisdeal
Proposal: Installation of 14 solar PV panels and air source heat pump
Site Address: Easdale Island Community Hall Easdale Island Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4TB
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Balvicar
Listed Building/Conservation Advert
Closing Date: 06/01/2011

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
(AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS 
AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal 
office hours at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the location detailed below 
and by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications. Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX within 21 days of the appearance of this notice. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION PLANS

• Ref No: 10/01312/LIB
Applicant: Mr Duncan McGillvray
Proposal: Internal alterations to remove existing first floor level and associated alterations to 
door openings and rainwater goods.
Site Address: Bruichladdich Distillery Bruichladdich Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA49 7UN
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Charlotte
Listed Building/Conservation Advert
Closing Date: 06/01/2011

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be examined at Lorn House Albany Street Oban 
PA34 4AR and the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
and clicking on Online Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of 
applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory Services Lorn House Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AR by the 06/01/2011

• Ref No: 10/01121/PP
Applicant: Gerry Boyle
Proposal: Construction of all weather sports court and erection of associated lighting and 
fencing.
Site Address: Strath Of Appin Primary School Tynribbie Appin Argyll And Bute PA38 4DD
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

• Ref No: 10/01418/PP
Applicant: Lonan Properties Ltd
Proposal: Erection of Dwellinghouse
Site Address: Plot 11 Aldersyde Taynuilt Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt

• Ref No: 10/01454/AMSC
Applicant: Steven Corry
Proposal: Approval of conditions one to ten (house design and siting, landscaping, water 
and drainage arrangements and vehicular access) relative to planning permission reference 
06/02163/OUT.
Site Address: Plot 6 - Land South Of The Yard Ardmor Road Salen Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Aros Isle of Mull

• Ref No: 10/01734/PP
Applicant: Mr Duncan MacKinnon
Proposal: Refurbishment and extension to dwellinghouse including installation of septic tank
Site Address: 6 Barrapoll Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute PA77 6XJ
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office

• Ref No: 10/01828/PP
Applicant: Mr E P Bowden-Smith
Proposal: Construction of micro-hydro electricity production scheme on the Allt Doire nan 
Sobhrachan burn at Braevallich Farm, Loch Awe.
Site Address: Land To South Of Braevallich Farmhouse East Lochaweside Dalmally Argyll 
And Bute PA33 1BU
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally

• Ref No: 10/01895/PPP
Applicant: Mr Donald Harper
Proposal: Site for the erection of 4 dwellinghouses and formation of new vehicular access
Site Address: Land West Of The Anchorage Gallanach Road Oban Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/01933/PP
Applicant: Mr R Moreland
Proposal: Removal of condition 4 (relative to levels) of planning permission 07/02221/DET 
for Erection of 2 dwellinghouses
Site Address: Land South Of Lios Mhoire Ardconnel Terrace Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 5DJ
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 10/01942/PP
Applicant: Mr David Gunn
Proposal: Erection of a dwellinghouse and associated works.
Site Address: Land Adjacent To Fair View Mannal Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Tiree Area Office

•Ref No: 10/01993/PP
Applicant: David And Sandy Orr
Proposal: Erection of integral garage and extension to dwellinghouse
Site Address: Seabank Benderloch Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1SB
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig

•Ref No: 10/01998/PP
Applicant: Celtic Sea Limited
Proposal: Change of use of land to temporary storage of mussel farming equipment.
Site Address: Pier Taynuilt Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt

•Ref No: 10/02059/PP
Applicant: Penny Dixon
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse and associated works.
Site Address: Land To The Rear Of Aurora View 1 Kiel Crofts Benderloch Oban Argyll 
And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be 
viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  An extant list of planning applications can be viewed on the 
Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada 
House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be examined at 67/ 69 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig 
PA30 8DX and the location detailed below between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday to Friday and by logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
and clicking on Online Planning Applications. Written comments for the following list of 
applications may be made to Planning and Regulatory Services 67/ 69 Chalmers Street 
Ardrishaig PA30 8DX by the 06/01/2011

• Ref No: 10/01931/PP
Applicant: Dunlossit Estate
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse and detached garage.
Site Address: Land To South East Of Laggan Bridge B8016 Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bridgend

• Ref No: 10/01941/PP
Applicant: Mr Richard Hill
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land South West Of Calcraig Cottage Lower Kilchattan Isle Of Colonsay Argyll 
And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Isle of Colonsay

• Ref No: 10/02006/PPP
Applicant: Islay Estates Company
Proposal: Site for the erection of 2 dwellinghouses
Site Address: Land South West Of 7 Distillery Houses Caol Ila Isle Of Islay PA46 7RJ Argyll 
And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Port Askaig
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be 
viewed between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. An extant list of planning applications can be viewed on the 
Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at Planning and Regulatory Services, Dalriada 
House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered 
a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, 
under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also 
be published on the council’s web site.
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned 
to the sender. Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered.
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Robert Didcock  trading as Argyll Service Company of  15 Glenfyne 
Crescent, Ardrishaig, Argyll, PA30 8EJ is applying for a licence to 
use Old Lorne Garage Yard, Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, Argyll, 
PA30 8DZ  as operating centre for 1 goods vehicles 1 and trailers 
and to use MacQueen Bros Ltd, Unit 7a, Glengallen  Road,Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HG as an operating centre for 1 goods vehicles and 1 
trailers.. Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) near the 
operating centre who believe that their use or enjoyment of that land 

of this notice. Representors must at the same time send a copy of 
their representations to the applicant at the address given at the top of 
this notice. A Guide to Making Representations is available from the 

Closing date unless otherwise stated:
7 January 2011.
To apply visit our website

Social Care Worker
£20,372 - £21,626 Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSD63220T
Community Service - Adult Care, Temporary

Assistant Social Care Worker
£17,610 - £18,723 (pro rata) Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSD63231T
Community Services - Adult Care, Part Time, 
Temporary, 30 hours per week

01546 604034 for the above 2 posts

Protective Services Offi cer
£23,724 - £25,932 Oban Ref: CPL23250T/R1
Temporary, Oban

01546 604742

Clerical Assistant
£14,307 - £15,165 (pro rata) Oban, Lorn & the Isles Ref: CSE51440
Taynuilt Primary School, Term Time, Temporary, 21:15 hours per week 

Clerical Assistant
£14,307 - £15,165 (pro rata) Mid-Argyll, Kintyre & Islay Ref: CSE51010
Dalintober Primary School, Term Time, Temporary, 32 hours per week

01369 708546 for the above 2 posts

Home Carer (Part Time, Temporary)
£8.57 per hour (variable hours) Various locations Ref: CSD66203T/R

01546 604713
Closing date: 31 December 2010.

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

RECRUITMENT

Driver/Storeperson
Oban Depot - Apply to Mr C McDonald 

Telephone 01631 563 711
Permanent full time position

Full clean driving licence required 
• Good rates of pay
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NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser
your ad will also 
appear online at

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

page or visit the 
website and input 
your details there

•PLUMBING & HEATING

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

•JOINERS AND FUNERAL DIRECTORS

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners, Builders 

& Funeral Directors

Family run business
Breadalbane
Street, Oban

Telephone
01631 562562
01631 562203

24 hour call out

•CARAVANS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 

provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public 
within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 

to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in 
connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of 
advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been 
raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.45+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.60 per line

Box Number Fee £5.25 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.40 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.40 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.15(+VAT)

thereafter £1.93 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.35 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.55 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.20 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.20 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.20 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

FREE for up to 25 words

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

(see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

• FIRE SECURITY

MACLEOD BLDS
LOCHAVULLIN RD

OBAN
ARGYLL

PA34 4PL

TEL: 01631 565 290
FAX: 01631 571 062
MOB: 07771 623 719
www.ampelec.co.uk

amp@ampelec.co.uk
  Covering Glasgow, 

Argyll and the Islands

We provide a friendly and reliable service to all our customers

• Rewiring & New Builds
• Commercial & Industrial Installations
• Periodic Inspection & Testing
• Portable Appliance Testing
• Electric Heating Installations
• Lighting & Emergency Lighting
• Fire Alarm Installations

• Door Entry Systems
• Air Conditioning Systems
• Service & Maintenance
• Hazardous Areas Installations
• Trace Heating Installations
• Data Network Installations
• Industrial Electrical Automation

LOCAL SAWMILL
CUTTING TIMBER TO

YOUR SPECIFICATION
mainly hardwoods air 

OAK AND ASH 

FIREWOOD/
HARDWOODSPLIT LOGS

•TIMBER

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com
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 BABY EQUIPMENT

Taynuilt.

 BICYCLES

 BUILDING / DIY

 CATERING
EQUIPMENT

 CHRISTMAS

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

-

 DOMESTIC PETS

by Christmas time, good 

 FURNITURE

suite, reasonable order.  

 HEALTH AND FITNESS

 HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

 HOME FURNISHINGS

 JEWELLERY AND
WATCHES

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

 LIVESTOCK

MAIL ORDER

MISCELLANEOUS

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

 OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

 PET ACCESSORIES

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

 SHOP FITTINGS

 TOYS AND GAMES

WANTED

brought near by the 

WORDS BY THE WAYSIDE
“Having no hope and

without God in the 
world”

PERSONALS
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MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 19 December 2010

Advent 4
St John’s Cathedral,

Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ............. 10.15

Sunday School Tableau
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Norman MacCallum,
Provost.

(01631) 562323
St Columba, 

Gruline, Mull
Festival of Nine Lessons 
and Carols ..................11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ...........10.00
Monday 20 Dec 2010

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Service of Nine Lessons 

and Carols ..................19.30
Advance Notice

Friday 24 Dec 2010
Christmas Eve

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Children’s Service “Let’s 

Go to Bethlehem” ......15.30
Midnight Eucharist ....23.15

Saturday 25 Dec 2010
Christmas Day

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ......09.30

Sung Eucharist and 
Carols .........................11.00
St James, Ardbrecknish, 

Cladich
Service of Readings and 
Carols .........................11.00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ...........11.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 19 December 2010

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 19 December 2010
Oban High School

Main Hall 
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

WEDDINGS

EMSLIE - SHOMACHUK
In October 2010 at Mount Norquay, Banff, 

Canada , Marc, son of Lynda and Alex Emslie, 
Lochgilphead, married Stacy, eldest daughter 

of Debbie and Danny S Shomachuk. Marc and 
Stacy reside in Auburn Bay, Calgary.

Lindsay Jane MacIver, only daughter of Elizabeth and the 
late Duncan MacIver of Tobermory and Daniel Zingg only 

son of Werner and Beni Zingg Switzerland were married on 
6th August, 2010 at Tobermory Parish Church followed by a 

reception at Glengorm Castle. The ceremony was conducted by 
The Rev Angus William Duncan.

Karen MacGillivray MacKenzie graduated from The University 
of the West of Scotland with a BA in Human Resource 

Management. Karen is the daughter of Meg MacGillivray and 
the late Gus MacKenzie, Acharacle.

GRADUATIONS

MACKENZIE – MEGAN – Kirsty MacKenzie, eldest daughter 
of Ken and Alison, Gallanach, Oban and Brian Megan, Bellshill, 

were married at St Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe.  The couple have 
made their home in Dunbeg.

BIRTHS
FRASER - Neil and Lesley 
are delighted to announce 
the safe arrival of Evie Rose 
on November 15, 2010, A 
little sister for Innes, another 
grand-daughter for Duncan 
and Eileen Ferguson, Isle of 

for Graham & Anne Fraser, 
Oban. Thank you to everyone 
involved.

DEATHS
BROMLEY - Suddenly after 
a short illness, at Glenaray 
Ward, Mid Argyll Hospital, 
on December 13, 2010, Colin 
T. Bromley, aged 53 years of 
3 Dunadd View, Bridgend, 
Kilmichael Glassary. Beloved 
husband of Steina and much 
loved stepdad and friend to 
Greig and Stephanie, and 
adored Papa of Ciaran and 
Justin.  Dear brother in law and 
uncle to all the family. A much 
respected work colleague, dear 
neighbour and good friend to 
many. Funeral service will held 
at Lochgilphead Parish Church 
on Monday  December 20, 
2010, at 11.30am, thereafter 
to Achnabreac Cemetery. 
Flowers, or donations, if 
desired to Glenaray Ward. All 
friends are respectfully invited 
to attend. 
CRAWFORD - Peacefully, at 
home on   December 7, 2010 
in his 94th year, Ian Crawford, 
Fishnish, Isle of Mull. Husband 
of the late Mary, dear father of 
Cynthia and Christine, father 
in law, grandad and great 
grandad. Funeral service was 
held at Salen Parish Church 
Isle of Mull on Tuesday 
December 14, thereafter to 
Pennygown Cemetery.
HARRISON - Peacefully at 
Eadar Glinn on December 11,  
2010 Grace, aged 83, formerly 
of Camus Beag, Clachan Seil. 
Retired Matron of Elsie Ingles 
Maternity Hospital, beloved 
sister of Janet, Isobel and 
the late Mary and very dear 
friend of Colina, will be sadly 
missed.
HIGGINS – George Kerr 
formerly of Oban died 
peacefully at home in Dundee, 
Sunday, December 12, 2010.  
Please contact Daniel Higgins 
on 01383 830812 concerning 
funeral arrangements. 
ORR-EWING – Sam.  At 
Lorn and Islands District 
General Hospital, Oban, after 
a short illness on December 
3, 2010, much loved husband 
of Bett Orr-Ewing and father 
of Derrick and Maureen.  
Funeral service to be held at 
Pennyfuir graveside at 9.30am 
on December 17, 2010, 
thereafter purvey at Roxy’s 
Coffee and Tea House, Argyll 
Square, Oban.  All friends and 
carers are warmly invited to 
say goodbye to Sam, a perfect 
gentleman. 
PENROSE - Peacefully on 
December 13, 2010, aged 92 
years, Mary, loving mother 
of Sheila, grandmother of 
Eilidh and Shona and great 
grandmother of Rona. A 
graveside service will take 
place at Pennyfuir Cemetery 
on Friday December 17 at 
12.00 noon. All friends are 
respectfully invited to attend. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
MACCOLL – Kathie, 
Elspeth and Iain would like 
to thank family, neighbours 
and friends for cards, phone 
calls, sympathy and support 
following the sad loss of John 
(Jock).  Thanks to the medical 
team on Ward B, Lorn and 
Islands Hospital for their 
care and attention throughout 
John’s time in hospital.  Many 
thanks to D and A Munn for 
their support and guidance, 
to Rev D Cameron for the 
warm and caring services, to 
Craig Dunbar for his tribute 
and to the many who attended 
the memorial and committal 
services in extremely inclement 
weather.  The sum of £650 was 
raised for Ward B.
MACDONALD - Alasdair, 
John, Mairi, Sandra and all 
the family wish to thank 
all relatives, neighbours 

and friends for the loving 
support and kindness received 
following the sudden loss of 
our mum and granny, Meg 
(Millar), grateful thanks to 
ambulance staff, the wonderful 
nurses and doctors at the 
Belford Hospital, Tweeddale 
Medical Practice, and Joan 
and all mum’s carers for their 
care for mum over the last few 
years, thank you to the Rev 
R.Corbett and John Fraser for 
a beautiful service, to Neil 
Sinclair and Andrew for the 
music,  to Ewen and John, 
J MacLellan & Co for their 

arrangements and to ‘Tosh’ 
and staff at Corpach Hotel, for 
the funeral tea. Many thanks 
to all who attended the service 
and interment at Kilmallie. The 
sum of £535.62 was collected 
at the Church for the Belford 
Hospital. xxxx
MACINNES – Roddy, Kevan 
and Fiona would like to thank 
family and friends, near and 
far and neighbours for the 
kindness and support shown, 
with the sudden loss of Ina. To 
ambulance crew, Dr Jesperson 
and Father MacKay, for all 
you have done we are forever 
grateful. Thanks also to staff 
of Hamish Hoey, especially 
Catriona for making things 
easier. A special thank you to 
Wilma and Rhona. God Bless 
To All.
MACLEOD – The family 
of the late John N MacLeod 
would like to sincerely thank 
everyone who sent cards, 
phoned and visited during their 
sad loss. Thanks to the Rev. 
Bruce Ritchie for his personal 
and comforting service. To 
D.Gunn for his caring and 

To the staff at the British 
Legion, Dingwall for the 
excellent refreshments, thanks 
to the staff at Highview and 
Raigmore, Inverness for the 
excellent care John received. 
Thanks to all who attended to 
pay their last respects, despite 
the weather conditions and 
for their generous donations 
of £470 to Heart/Stroke 
and R.N.L.I. Thanks to all 
the Masonic Brethern who 
provided a ceremony John 
would be proud of.
MILNE – Francie and Peter 
wish to thank most sincerely 
all relatives and friends for 
the cards and telephone calls 
received in their recent sad 
loss of their mother Catherine.  
Thanks to Fr Roddy Johnston 
for the comforting service, to 

funeral arrangements and to 
the Moorings Hotel for the 
catering after the service.  
Special thanks have to go to 
Ward 5, the CCU and ICU 
Wards at Raigmore Hospital.  
Finally to all who attended 
the church and donated for the 
CCU, thank you.
NICOL – Eleanor and Jimmy 
would like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their heartfelt comfort, support, 
cards, letters, phone calls and 

sad loss of Gavin. Sincere 
thanks to Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Helicopter Retrieval 
Team, I.T.U. Southern General 
Hospital, Glasgow for their 
professional expertise and care, 
Hamish Hoey & Sons for their 

The Rev. Dugald Cameron 
for his comforting words and 
service, Donnie Files for his 
beautiful pipe music and Lynn 
Cornelius and Cal Mac Ferries 
for their poignant tribute, 
also special thanks to Joan 
MacDonald, John MacKenzie, 
Jim Swan and all our extended 
family, and to all who attended 
church and graveside, 
retiring collection for Enable 
Scotland and I.T.U. Southern 
General amounted to £710. 
Sadly missed.
O’BRIEN – Billy and 
family would like to thank 
all relatives, neighbours and 
friends from far and near who 
have supported us during 
Valerie’s illness and after her 
loss.  For all the cards, letters 

etc and to all who attended her 
funeral.  It has been greatly 
appreciated.  Special thanks 
to all the doctors, nurses and 
medial staff for all the care 
and kindness shown to Valerie 
over the period of her illness.  
Thank you to Rev Liz Gibson 
for a lovely and comforting 
service, to Alistair McDonald 
for his uplifting accordion 
music and Ian McIntyre for 
his excellent piping.  Ian 
McInnes, D and A Munn for 

arrangements, to Davy, Jim, 
John, David, Ian and Tristan 
for pall bearing duties and to 
Glenorchy Lodge Hotel for 
catering and hospitality.  A 
generous retiring collection of 
£955.60 was donated at the 
church and will be divided 
between Marie Curie Cancer 
Care and MacMillan Cancer 
Support.  Thank You.
PATERSON – Colin and 
the late Sheila’s sons thank 
everyone for their kindness, 
help  and support at this sad 
time and attendance at the 
church and graveyard. 
PAYNE – Mac (Edward) 
of ‘Cinntail’ Corpach. The 
family wish to express their 
heartfelt thanks to everyone 
involved in his care during the 
recent illness. The kindness 
and consideration shown by 

Homecarers, Isobel, Glen Mhor 
Surgery, Belford Hospital, 
friends and neighbours has 
given great comfort. Thanks 
also to everyone who attended 
the funeral at St Andrew’s 
Church. Thanks to Rector 
Alexander Guinness and Mr 
David Reevie, organist, for 
their sincere service. To John 
McLellan and Company for 

handling of the funeral 
arrangements. The generous 
sum of £511 from the Retiring 
Collection has been donated to 
the Belford Hospital General 
Fund.
RILEY - Peter and Alison 
Riley (Uisken) would like 
to thank everyone who sent 
messages of sympathy on 
the death of their daughter, 
Venetia.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON – In loving 
memory of Alastair, a 
dear husband, father and 
grandfather who passed away 
on December 18, 1990.  Also 
remembering those gone 
before and since. 
Time may pass and fade 
away
But silent thoughts and 
memories stay.
- From Helen and family, 
Strontian
CAMPBELL – Iain, 
December 16, 2008.
I miss you still every day
And my memories of you will 
always stay
Happy, funny and sad ones 
too
But I’ll always smile
Cos they’re all of you
Miss and love you always 
Mukka!
- Jenna
DUFF – 10th Anniversary.  
Remembering our son Stuart 
who died December 18, 2000, 
aged 26.
Gone from our home
But not from our hearts
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Mum and Dad xx
HAY – Treasured memories 
of Robert, a dearly loved son, 
brother, brother-in-law and 
uncle who died December 13, 
1998.
Thinking of you today, 
tomorrow and always.
- All the family
KENNEDY - Precious 
memories of my beloved 
Chris, died December 16, 
2009.
Daonan Nam Smuantean.
- Archie.

MACARTHUR - Treasured 
memories of Duncan, who 
died December 13, 2004.  A 
much loved husband, father 
and papa.  
It does not a take a special day
To bring you to our minds
As days without a thought of 
you

- Betty and family in Islay and 
USA
MACDONALD – In loving 
memory of a dear wife, mum, 
Granny and Great-Granny, 
Peggy who died December  
21, 2007.
Loved and remembered 
always.
-Donald, Archy and Family.
MACINTYRE -
Remembering with love our 
devoted parents, Duncan, who 
died on December 19, 1981 
and Betsy, on April 16, 1988.
Also dear ones gone before 
and after.
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every 
day.
- Inserted by the family one 
time of Kilvaree Farm, Connel 
and Cruachan, Strathyre, 
Perthshire.
MACINTYRE – In memory 
of Joe McCombie a loving 
husband, dad and grandad, 
who passed away December 
11, 2004.
Always in our thoughts
Love Wilma and family, Oban 
and Glasgow.
MACINTYRE – 
(McCombie). In loving 
memory of a dear son, brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle Joe, 
who died December 11, 2004.
Always in our thoughts
Bert and family.
MACQUARRIE – In loving 
memory of our dear mum, 
Agnes, who died December 14, 
2008 and our dear father Donald 
John, who died May 21, 1989.
We only wish that we could say
We’re going to see our mum 
today
To hear her voice, to see her 
smile
To sit and talk with her awhile
Please God forgive a silent tear

A constant wish that she was 
here
For the hardest thing in life 
to bear
Is to need her so and she’s not 
there.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter and son-in-law Ann 
and Cameron, Erskine. 
MACKAY – Alex (Kaiser) 
passed away on December 11, 
2000.  Ten years have passed 
but you are remembered with 
love every day.  A special Son, 
Brother and Uncle.  Joined 
in heaven by Ian (Sparks) 
on April 8, 2008. Till we all 
meet again.
-Love Mum, Mary, Aulay, 
Jamie and Scott xx
MCKINNEY – Marjorie. 
In loving memory of a dear 
mum and granny, who passed 
away December 15, 2003.
As time goes by and life goes 
on
You’re in our hearts 
you’re never gone
Love Drew, Anne and Liam.
McKINNEY – In loving 
memory of our dear aunt 
Marjorie who died December 
15, 2003.
Always in our hearts.
- Love James, Sandra and 
family
McKINNEY – In loving 
memory of our dear sister 
Marjorie who died December 
15, 2003.
You will never be forgotten.
- Jessie and Pat. 
McPHEE – In loving 
memory of my mother, 
Margaret Campbell, died 
December 21, 1970, father 
Donald McPhee died April 
12, 1979.
Always in our thoughts.
- Katie and Ian, Bowmore, 
Islay
YOUNG - Cherished 
memories of Iain James, our 
beloved son, who died on 
December 27, 1997.
We love and miss you 
everyday.
- Mum, dad and all the 
family.

LIVINGSTONE
Stuart and Claire (née 

Bamber) are delighted to 
announce the safe arrival 

of their beautiful baby 
girl Caya on December 6, 
2010. First  grandchild for 
Mary Livingstone and the 
late Duncan Livingstone, 

Bamber and 3rd grandchild 
for the late Stewart 

Bamber. Special thanks 
to midwives Katherine 

and Jackie and all at Oban 
maternity unit.

MEGAN
Mara Lynsey was born 

at Oban Hospital on 
November 24, 2010.

Kirsty and Brian and big 
sister Riona are delighted.  
Seanair will now need to 

buy more white mice.

The World Championship winning Oban High School Pipe Band entertained the crowd at 
Tuesday’s seventh annual Pensioner’s Treat concert, sponsored this year by MacQueen Brothers.
The event was organised by music teacher, Morven McKerrell, with the assistance of sixth year 
pupils Gayle Munro and Jenny Livingstone. t51penstrt1

‘THAT’S not fair!’ shouted  the 
child in the playground, speaking 
for us all: it’s only human to cry 
out against the unfairness of life.

December 10 was International 
Human Rights Day. 

This is relevant to everyone 
who reads this – whatever your 
faith or political leanings. 

Of course, we can’t separate 
human rights from the 
responsibilities of being human. 

Like children in the playground 
we all need to learn how to care 
for the weakest, share what we 
have. (In fact, watch the children 
in our smaller schools which 
are under threat just now – they 
know more about sharing scarce 
resources than some politicians!)

Human Rights isn’t just a 
political issue, though. It touches 
our faith lives. 

When we think about the 
Buddhist people of Burma 
or Tibet, including peaceful 
orange-clad monks, yearning 
for democracy; or Christians 
in Iraq, who are experiencing 
terrifying persecution right now; 
or the discrimination Jewish 
people have experienced over 
the centuries; or Muslims and 
Christians in the West Bank 
Palestinian Territories, living 
under Israeli occupation; or 
people of many faiths who come 
to our country seeking asylum 
and are treated harshly – then we 
realise that no one religion has 

a monopoly of suffering or of 
behaving fairly. 

What we do have in common is 
our humanity. 

What we can all believe in is 
the value of other people, their 
right to be respected, to have life, 
protection, food, water, a home.

Christians believe in a God who 
– in Jesus – came to share our 
human lives, to experience both 
the joy and the suffering: and 
to show us a better way to live 
together – a way of justice and 
love. That’s what Christmas is 
about.

Jan Sutch Pickard, a lay 
preacher living on Mull, 
is a Member of the Iona 

Community.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

A real treat for Oban pensioners

Dad-of-two graduates with engineering award

Scalpay born Murdo Macleod with his wife Jennifer and sons 
Liam and Ross after the award ceremony at Robert Gordon 
University.

A FATHER-OF-TWO and full-
time engineer from the Isle of 
Scalpay has graduated with a 
Master of Engineering with 
distinction from Robert Gordon 
University, Aberdeen – as well as 
carrying off the Alexander Nicol 
Carnegie Engineering Award.

Murdo Macleod, 35, who 
now lives in Aberdeen, has 
successfully combined his hectic 
family life and demanding career, 
with studying at the School of 
Engineering.

To manage his work and family 
life, Murdo initially studied a few 
HND modules in the evenings, 
before enrolling into the second 
year of the full-time BEng course 
in mechanical engineering.

His efforts soon paid off as 
he was invited on to the MEng 
Mechanical Engineering degree 
course thanks to his excellent 
exam results.

Whilst studying for his degree, 
Murdo maintained full-time work 
as a pipe stress engineer, often 
working from 6am until 8.30am, 
attending university lectures at 
9am and then returning to work 
after lectures, to ensure that his 
assigned projects did not suffer as 
a result of maintaining full-time 
study.

Murdo said: ‘When I started 
studying for my degree, Liam 
was four and Ross was two, and 
because I didn’t want to lose any 
time with them, I rarely did any 
studying until they were asleep, 
except in the lead up to exams. 
Obviously without my wife’s 

support and encouragement, 
things would have been a lot 
harder.

‘The close friends we have made 
since moving to Aberdeen were 
also very supportive, particularly 
helping Jennifer with the kids 
when I was studying for exams.’

In terms of his future plans, 
Murdo said: ‘I am in the process 
of applying for chartered engineer 
status with the Institute of 
Mechanical Engineers. As for my 
future, I’m not sure, but having 

more options.’

Recycling roadshow 
heads to town
PEOPLE in Oban are to be 
encouraged to recycle more 
items, more often and give them 
another life.

A roadshow, running today 
(Thursday) at Atlantis Leisure 
and Aldi supermarket from 9am 
to 5pm will introduce people to 
a wide range of items that can be 
recycled, provide top tips on how 
to recycle more and see the local 
recycling facilities available. 

School’s grant to build 
butterfl y garden
Dalmally Primary School will 
soon have a garden to be proud 
of after the school secured nearly 
£3,000 for developing the school 
grounds.

The school has gained £2,980 
from the Big Lottery Fund’s 
Awards for All to build a butter-

seed bearing trees, perennial and 
annual meadows, hedge-laying 

garden. Argyll and Bute MSP 
Jim Mather said: ‘Teacher Jane 
Gibson and her team are to be 
congratulated.’

library closure plan
MEMBERS or Tarbert and 
Skipness Community Council 

proposed closure of their local 
library.

Chairwoman of the community 
council, Jenny Carlile, is this week 
writing to Argyll and Bute Council 
warning: ‘The community will 

provision.’
Ms Carlile said: ‘It is not asking 

for much - the library opening 
hours here are already extremely 
limited, being only two days a 
week for a total of 12 hours.’

‘Tarbert is a town that does a lot 
for itself,’ she added. 

‘Not a great deal is provided 
directly by the local authority - we 
have our own village hall and arts 
and leisure centre and we have 
made extensive improvements to 
Tarbert’s waterfront.’

At a community council meeting 
last week residents expressed 
concern for library services such 
as the Rhyme Time for children, 
access to books for the elderly 

service.
Ms Carlile added: ‘Our librarian 

is doing so much to encourage 
reading and having fun with 
books and it would be a great loss 
to Tarbert if she were to go.’

Tarbert Library and a mobile 
library were earmarked for closure 
by Argyll and Bute Council when 

public service spending review 
two weeks ago. 

An Argyll and Bute 
spokeswoman said: The proposed 
closure of Tarbert library would 
save roughly £11,000 a year. 

‘If it went ahead, our estates 
section would decide the most 
appropriate use of the building. 
All possibilities, including its 
sale, would be considered.’

Argyll and Bute Council has 
written to Tarbert councillor Anne 
Horn stating the council would 
hand over the library stock to the 
community should residents wish 
to manage a library service as a 
community initiative.
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Slick Saints dump
the Dookers

FOOTBALL
Friendly Match
Oban Saints 8

Tarbert 0
WITH the whole of the 
Scottish Amateur League 
programme wiped out for the 
third week in a row because 
of the bad weather the only 
game to survive was a hastily 
arranged friendly match 
between last year’s Premier 
Division champions Oban 
Saints and fellow Argyll side 
Tarbert.

Saints were due to travel to 
play Greenock and Tarbert 
were also meant to be down 
at the tail o’ the bank to take 
on Port Glasgow OBU.
When both these games 

were called off Saints and 
Tarbert agreed to play a 
friendly on the 3g pitch at 
Oban High School which 
had thawed out in time to 
allow the game to go ahead.

Both teams had players 
missing for various reasons 
and the Dookers would like 
to thank Lochgilphead Red 
Star for allowing some of 
their players to help make up 
the Tarbert squad.
Although missing seven 

players, Saints still managed 

a game that was more for 

else as both teams hadn’t 
played for three weeks and 
with the Christmas and New 
Year break coming up it was 
important that they got a 
game under their belts.
Although Tarbert played 

well enough, they were no 
match for a slick moving 

a well taken hat-trick from 
Donald Campbell.

Intelligent
The Dookers’ young 

striker  Jamie Stuart showed 
up well with his pace and 
some intelligent running 
off the ball, and young 
Conner Crawford looked 
comfortable on the ball at 
the back.
Allan MacKay increased 

the home team’s lead to 

and they should have made 

when they were awarded a 
penalty which was saved by 
Tarbert keeper John Martin, 
although it must be said it 

was a poorly taken spot kick 
from Saints skipper Keith 
Millar.

come just before the interval 
through Craig MacEwan.
The second half started with 

Tarbert in a more determined 
mood and they were playing 
some good stuff. 
The introduction of player 

manager James Prentice gave 

front and he combined well 
with young Jamie Stuart 
and the evergreen Duncan 

Saints were pressing for-
ward at every opportunity, 
but some stout defending and 

the scoreline remained the 
same as the game went into 

However, three goals in the 

Manager Iain Jackson was 
happy with the performance 
of his team. He said: ‘It was  

good to get a game after the 
enforced break because of 
the weather. We played well 
and and scored some well 
worked goals, with Donald 
Campbell scoring four and 
Allan MacKay getting a hat-

young players and they all 
played their part in a good 
game of football.’
Tarbert player manager 

James Prentice was dis-
appointed that a few of his 
players called off from the 
match leaving the squad 
short, but was happy to 
get a game and hoped that 
his players had learned 
something from the match.
The game was well handled 

by referee Kevin Summers.
The Scottish Amateur 

League now goes into a 
three week festive break 
with games starting up again 
on Saturday January 8.

Saints would like to take 
this opportunity to wish their 
sponsors and supporters 
a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Argyll friendly match beats the big freeze

Saints winger James McMillan gets a tackle in on Tarbert’s Duncan MacDougall during Saturday’s friendly. 
08_t51saints06

Shuttlecock aces: Kyle Michie, Caol; Sarah Davie, Banavie; Taylor Rodgers, 
Invergarry; Findlay MacLeod, Spean Bridge; Erin Davie, Banavie and Padrig 
McNeil, Fort William Gaelic Medium Unit. f51bad1no

PLANS to re-establish an 
Oban based Women’s Shinty 
Team are under way and 
the potential club is now 
looking for all interested 
parties to come together for 
an open meeting and training 
session.

It is hoped there will be 
enough interest at this initial 
meeting for the club to be 
formed in time to enter the 
league and cup competitions 

COLL Sailing Club has 
presented Gregor Cooke 
with the Coll Hotel Trophy 
in its second annual 
prizegiving ceremony at the 
Island Café.

Gregor’s abilities also 
saw him pick up the Island 
Stores Trophy with Lewis 
McAloon.

Elsewhere, Ross Cooke 

Cafe Trophy, while Lexi 
Young and Niamh Brady 
lifted the Arinagour Primary 
School Trophy.

New prize
This year also saw the 

introduction of a new prize, 
The Commodore’s Award, 
presented to the children 
that sailed a Taz solo for the 

The recipients were: Lexi 
Young, Luisaidh Henderson, 

THE ANNUAL Lochaber 
Primary Schools Badminton 
Competition in the Nevis 
Centre on Monday saw 
Banavie’s Sarah Davie take 
the girls title and Padraig 
McNeil from Fort William 
RC win the boys’ singles.

Nine schools put forward 
their best two boys and girls 
for the event, now a popular 
part of the Active Schools/
PE calendar.

opponents in a round robin 
tournament in the group 
stages, with the top players 
going through.

This year pupils from 
Ballachulish and Invergarry 

Cameron Sutherland from 

Ballachulish just beaten 
into fourth place by Finlay 
MacDonald from Spean.

Taylor Rogers from 
Invergarry came third in 
the girls’ tournament, just 
squeezing Kira MacDonald 
from Caol into fourth place. 

beat Caol’s Kyle Michie, 
with both boys playing some 
great shots. 

Final

Banavie affair, with Sarah 

cousin Erin Davie.
Active schools co-ordinator 

Bridget Thomas said the 
standard of play was ‘really 
high’.

‘It was inspiring to see 

some great badminton and 

she said. ‘I was also pleased 
by the standard of behaviour 
on the day with really 
good sportsmanship being 
shown and pupils actively 
supporting their school 
mates.

‘Our thanks go to the 
Nevis Centre for sponsoring 
the event, and to Jean 
Kennedy and senior pupils, 
Esher Nassaris, Katie 
Dougan, Sophie Duncan, 
Scott MacEachan and Neil 
Donald who did an excellent 
job of the refereeing the 
tournament.’

BADMINTON

badminton championships

New women’s shinty club
planned for Oban and Lorn

The club is looking for 
players, coaches, committee 
members, administrators 
and any volunteers that will 
help give it the strongest 
foundation possible from the 
outset.  All interested parties 
are invited to come along to 
an open meeting on Thursday, 

School and then take part in 
a light/fun training session in 
the school’s games hall. The 
meeting will take place from 

7-8pm and will be followed 
by an introductory training 
session from 8-9pm in the 
schools games hall.

Shinty is a great way to keep 

no previous experience is 
necessary to be involved in 
the club and any equipment 
needed can be supplied. 

To make this project 
happen the club is looking 
for the support of the local 
communities within the 
area - make history and be 
a founding member of this 
new club. Contact Ann-

boisdale543.freeserve.co.uk 
for further information.

SHINTY

THE Mull of Kintyre Run 

are likely to sell out soon.
Enter now at www.

Entires for the Mull of Kintyre 

ATHLETICS

runnersworld.co.uk/mokrun 
to avoid disappointment.

MID Argyll Athletic Club 
hosted its annual indoor 
competition last Sunday 
in Lochgilphead Joint 
Campus.

There were several 
impressive performances 
throughout the three hours 
of intense action and one of 
the stars was Chloe Fairman 
from Bridgend, now a pupil 
at Lochgilphead primary, 

champion winning seven 
out of eight events. 

In the same age group 
runner-up Holly Smith from 
Tayvallich gained the age 
standard in winning the 
javelin. 

Another Tayvallich girl, 
Kirsty Aitchison, gained 
the standard in the vertical 
jump as did Erin Downie 
from Lochgilphead in the 

place with Chloe.
Champion

Emma Curtis from 
Lochgilphead was the 
Under-nine champion 

and she also made the age 
standard in four events 
including a score of 68 in 
the speed bounce. 

Two other Lochgilphead 
girls, Jodie Robertson and 

Standout performances from 
Mid Argyll’s young athletes

ATHLETICS

Megan Danson, excelled in 
gaining the standard in both 
the long and triple jumps.

Freya Corner from 

age group with an all-round 
display but had to work hard 
to get the better of Olivia 

Kerr from Ardrishaig. 
Freya won six events and 
bettered the Argyll standard 
in the high jump clearing 

long-standing Argyll Age 

record. She also made the 
standard in the standing long 
jump and vertical jump. 

Olivia won the triple 
jump and speed bounce 
and exceeded the standard 
in that event as well as the 
high jump and standing 
long jump.  

Tayvallich girls won the 
two older age groups with 
Rosie Burrell the Under-

category.
Competition for Under-

sevens was introduced for 

in Imogen Brock from 
Castleton winning the girls 
contest and Kyle Danson, 
Lochgilphead, the boys 
contest.

The boys Under-nine 
champion was Imogen’s 
older brother William Brock 
who won both the running 
events, the standing long 
jump and vertical jump, 
where he bettered the age 
standard. 

William also threw 
beyond the standard in the 

Shaun Doy from Ardrishaig 

Primary. Shaun exceeded 
the standard, as well as 
setting the standard in the 
speed bounce. 

Rhys Casci, Ardrishaig 
Primary, was third overall 
in this age group thanks to a 

Eight-year-old Rhys 
gained standards in four 
events – high jump, standing 
long jump, three-lap race 
and speed bounce.

Donald Ferguson from 
Glassary School was the 

he achieved something no 
other competitor managed to 

Record breaker: Donald 
Ferguson from Glassary 
Primary School. 
06_a51athletics15

Shaun Doy from 
Ardrishaig Primary 
School sets the standard 
in the speed bounce. 
06_a51athletics04

do on the day. Donald broke 
the Argyll record for his age 
group in the javelin throwing 

held by Ben Millar from 
Lochgilphead. 

In the same age group 
Rowan Aitchison from 
Tayvallich was runner-up 
to Donald thanks to wins in 
the three-lap race, standing 
long and triple jumps also 
gaining the age standard in 
both jumping events. 

The younger Joseph 
Harper from Kilmartin was 
third overall, exceeding the 
age standard in the long 
jump and javelin.

Connor Bruce, 
Lochgilphead, won the 

Finlay Ferguson, 

winner and Toby Corner 
from Inveraray was the 

The organisers would like 
to give a special thanks 
to all the competitors and 
supporters from Tayvallich 
as athletes from the village 
made up almost a third of 
the total entries.  

Successful athletes from 
Sunday’s competition will 
be invited to compete in 
the Argyll Final in Atlantis 
Leisure, Oban in February 

THE KYOKUSHIN 
Schools of Karate held a 
grading on Sunday in the 
Mid Argyll Sports Centre, 
Lochgilphead.

Stuart MacDonald of 
Tarbert and Wallace Simpson 
of Cairnbaan, who both train 

A delighted karate instructor Iain Rodger, centred, is pictured with Wallace 
Simpson, left, and Stuart MacDonald. 

at the Lochgilphead club, 
both passed their shodan 

with style.
It was a four-hour test 

which included all the 
techniques and kata required, 
breaking demonstrations and 

Instructor Iain Rodger said: 
‘I am absolutely delighted 
for Stuart and Wallace who 
have worked hard to get to 
this stage.

‘The shodan is a gruelling 
test of endurance.’  

High-kicking karate students gain 

their black belts in ‘gruelling’ test

Maria MacIntyre, Lewis 
McLoone and Fergus 
MacIntyre.

The full results are 
as follows:  Coll Hotel 

3 Ruaridh Smalley.

Luisaidh Henderson. Island 

Smalley & Ciara Brady 3rd.
Arinagour Primary School 

3 Ross Cooke and Fergus 
MacIntyre.

Cooke claims Coll Hotel 
Trophy at second annual 
club prizegiving

SAILING
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SQUASH

Young Gavin bowls 
them over

TEN PIN BOWLING

Livercoal remain 
top dogs

FOOTBALL

New weights for 
Mallaig gym

RUGBY

Squash club will get back on track when 
Lochaber Leisure
Centre re-opens

EXCLUSIVE REPORT
 by STEPHEN NORRIS

snorris@obantimes.co.uk

LOCHABER Squash Club 
will make its long-awaited 
return to Lochaber Leisure 
Centre shortly following a 
major refurbishment of the 
popular venue.

The club has been 
effectively homeless over 
recent months during the 
work – but that didn’t stop 
members travelling to the 
Atlantis Sports Complex 
in Oban to play games and 
practice.

If the absence of home 
courts weren’t enough, 
weather woes also hit 
club schedules, with the 
recent Highland Masters 
at Inverness Lawn Tennis 
and Squash Club wiped out 
because of winter weather.   

The Masters, seven 
tournaments held around 
Scotland between September 
and March, has four Lochaber 
members competing - Warren 
Cameron on the over 60s, 
Roslyn Stewart (over 55s) 
and Norma Gregory and Liz 
Merry in the over 50s.

Players topping the Masters 
ranking system go on to 
represent Scotland in the 

THE HIGHEST scratch and 
handicap game in week 5 
of the Lochaber Building 
Supplies 10 pin bowling 
league came from the 
league’s youngest bowler, 
Gavin MacDonald, with a 
165 scratch, 249 handicap 
effort bowling for the Likely 
Lads team. 

Gavin saw off a close 
challenge from Alleycats’ 
Pam Weller (163) and John 
Weller (161). Top scratch 
series went to John Weller 
with 295.

Gavin helped his team 
beat the Council 5-0 on 
handicap, but Alleycats
remain top of both the 
scratch and handicap 
divisions, now the only 
team with maximum points 
in both, after beating 
Bowlax 5-0 both scratch 
and handicap.

They are closely followed 
in both divisions by 
Underdogs, who are only 
one point behind after 
beating Fairway Fillies by 
maximum points.

AN OUTSTANDING display of striking ability from 
Duncan MacKinnon helped Lochaber High School win the 
Wade Cup, the Scottish Schools’ Under 16 Championship, 
for the third year in a row. 

The champions opened the defence of the trophy with a 
3-0 win over a resilient Inverkeithing side, with goals from 
Connor MacRae, Mark Fraser and Duncan MacKinnon 

Belt. Meanwhile, Kingussie started with a 2-0 win over 
Charleston but were then held to a 1-1 draw by Dingwall 
Academy. 

A 5-0 win for Lochaber over Charleston, thanks to a 
hat-trick from MacKinnon and a goal each for the Fraser 
brothers, enabled them to go top of the league but the next 
match against the home team was going to be the title 
decider. 

Dominant

was in dominant form at centre but Arran MacPhee and 
Connor MacCallum were providing vital support in the 
wide areas, with Martin Munro displaying excellent stick 
work and providing his forwards with plenty of possession. 

However, Kingussie matched them all the way and scored 
a late goal to take the lead but just as it seemed the cause was 
lost, Duncan MacKinnon appeared at the back post to volley 

MALLAIG and District 
Swimming Pool is adding 
a set of free weights to its 
equipment in the gym.

The new equipment 
- part of a programme to 
constantly improve and 
develop the pool - is a 
valuable addition, says 
director Fiona Baker.

LOCHABER Tennis Club’s 
latest challenge doubles 
match saw saw shinty 
players Duncan Rodgers and 
Graham Irving score a 6-3 
victory over Joe Tangney 
and Jordan MacPhee on the 
Nevis Centre indoor court.

start with a powerful shot 
by Jordan MacPhee down 
the centre line between the 
shinty men – who were left 
looking at the empty space 

THERE was a real rush for 
the West Highland Wheelers 
to make the 11am start of 
the West Highland Wheelers 
and North Argyll Cycle Club 

Wade Cup winners: captain Mark Fraser and his team celebrate their success. 10_f51wade01

LIVERCAOL remain top 
of the Ali Young Winter 
League after defeating All 
Trades 2-1 at the Nevis 
Centre on Sunday night.

A 3-1 victory over Caol 
kept Goon Squad just two 
points behind the leaders, 
and a hard fought 3-2 win 
against Achintore FC put 
Lochaber Leisure in third.

Meanwhile, Funky Five 
got their third win of the 
season, coming out on top 
5-3 in a high-scoring match 
with Crazy Crofter and HW 
Energy were beaten 2-0 by 
Ballachulish.

Pogon are still rooted to 
the bottom of the table after 
suffering their ninth defeat 
in nine games, going down 
3-0 to NGTW. 

Fixtures for Sunday 
December 19: Achintor 
FC vs NGTW; All Trades 
vs Lochaber Leisure; 
Ballachulish vs Livercaol; 
Caol vs HW Energy; Crazy 
Crofter vs Goon Squad; 
Pogon vs Funky Five.

a cross into the Kingussie net and secure a vital draw. 
This result left Lochaber needing a win over Dingwall 

to retain the cup and having conceded their only goal of 
the tournament, goal keeper, Callum MacDonald and his 
defence of Cameron Grant, Jack Dignan, Barry MacDonald 
and Ryan Murphy were determined to keep a clean sheet in 

Lochaber enjoyed a lot of possession and attacked 

organised Dingwall defence. 
Playing their fourth match on the Dell was taking its toll 

second to ensure that the cup was heading west. 
Schools’ Camanachd President, Graham Bell, praised all 

the teams for their sportsmanship and the quality of their 
play, before presenting the cup to Mark Fraser, the Lochaber 
captain.

Special mention needs to be made of Kingussie legend, 
Davie Anderson, who refereed all of the games over a 
four-hour period to ensure the smooth running of the 
tournament.

Lochaber High win Wade Cup
SHINTY

annual home internationals 
against England, Ireland and 
Wales.

Warren is seeded No.5 in 
the country and is on track 
for selection to the Scottish 
squad. Roslyn is seeded 
No.4 in the over 45s, seventh 
in the over 50s and second in 
the over 55s, Norma third in 
the over 45s and over 50s 
and Liz Merry eighth in the 
over 50s. 

Prevail
In the recent West Highland 

Masters only three female 
competitors entered - all of 
them from Fort William. 
In the only women’s game 
played, Norma came back 
from two games down 
against Roslyn to prevail. 

Liz then beat both Norma 
and Roslyn at Fort William, 
but Norma took her revenge 
at the South of Scotland 
Masters in Dumfries last 
month – despite blood being 
spilled.

Norma was cruising to 

game when Liz swung 
her racket back and split 
Norma’s eyebrow open. 
Fortunately, Liz is a doctor 
and the bleeding was soon 
brought under control and 
play resumed. At match 
point, Liz was obscuring 
Norma’s view of the front 
wall so Norma called a 
stroke and won the match. 
Meanwhile, Warren, who 
had a very hard draw against 
the top players, was runner 
up in the plate competition.

With winter biting hard, 
Norma told The Oban 
Times squash was the ideal 

enjoyment.
She said: ‘Players of all 

standards are welcome at 
Lochaber Squash Club, 
which recommences 
when the Leisure Centre 
opens on December 20. 
Anyone interested should 
contact me on 01397 
700533, 07771620463 or 
normagregory1@aol.com.’

Tennis club holds doubles challenge
in wonderment. The next 
rally set the scene for the rest 
of the game – the ball came 
over the net from the JJs, 
Duncan scrambled to make 
the shot, the ball clipped the 
net and went over - much to 
the JJs’ surprise.

The match levelled at 2-
2 then 3-3 and with not 
much between the teams all 
was still to play for – until 
controversy intervened. 

Graham served and Jordan 

declared the shot out. A hot 
debate ensued over who was 
right before the diplomatic 
Joe called for a replay of 
the point - which the shinty 
players won.

The confrontation proved 
the turning point and Graham 
and Duncan proceeded to take 
the next three games without 
reply. Anyone interested in 
getting involved with the 
club can contact Ellen Irving 
on 013397 700024.

West Highland Wheelers get underway at Benderloch.

Early start for West Highland Wheelers at Benderloch MTB race
MTB race at Sutherland’s 
Grove at Benderloch on 
Sunday. 

Several Lochaber members 

calculating the travelling 
time south of Ballachulish 
Bridge, but they arrived in 
time on a cold and frosty 

that Nick Charlton and Lucy 
Haycock had set another 
exacting course.

Brutal hill climbs, ice 
rinks strategically placed on 

bridges and near downhill-
level of technical descents 
through the trees and off 
the dam all featured, with a 
marshall placed on the dam 
to make sure no one made 
a wrong turn - and to take 
photos of everyone coming 
adrift off the icy narrow 
descent.

The testing conditions 
produced several 
‘mechanicals’ and lots of 
shredded tyres and punctures, 
as well as the usual spills 
WHW’s Andy Rogers told 
The Oban Times.

‘At least one person I 
spoke to landed on their head 
because they forget to let go 

of the handle bars,’ he said.
‘Ed had a nasty laceration 

on his calf due to an ice 
skating incident trying to get 
past Davy, but the quote of 
the day has to come from 
John. When Hannah asked 
him why the gloves she 
had lent him were dirty, he 
replied: ‘That was holding 
onto trees!’

‘Thanks go to Roddy Wells 
and Erin for helping out with 
the timing and to Colleen and 

baking so everyone could 
have a hot drink and cake at 
the end of the race. 

‘Thanks also for the support 
of the NACC members and 

setting up and marshalling 
the course for us all. It was 
great to see such a good turn 
out on a cold winter’s day.’

Times:
55.03 Ben Miller (jnr); 55.55 Ben 

Thomson; 61.32 Alex Johnson; 61.41 
Alasdair McLennan; 64.20 John Shirley; 
64.39 Gregor Muir; 66.58 Nick Charlton; 
68.02 Davy Gunn; 68.40 Andrew Foggo; 
68.47 Lachlan Blair (2nd jnr); 69.28 
Damien Foster (Foss); 69.41 Ed Daynes; 
78.05 Nix Foster (1st Lady); 78.58 
Hannah Barnes (2nd Lady); 81.47 Andy 
Rogers; 82.20 Fiona Thompson (3rd 
Lady); 84.39 Lucy Haycock (1st NACC 
lady); 86.54 Gordon Watson; 88.45 Marie 
Meldrum; 91.40 Donnie Meldrum. 1 lap 
race - 39.00 Ruari Wells; 41.21 Colleen 

Doug Little; 53.03 Kim Cameron; DNS 
Nigel Miller; DNF/timing Fiona Gunn.

MOUNTAIN BIKING

OT

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1450

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
L MacLellan, Glenkingie Street, Caol and T Brown, Breadalbane Street, Oban
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the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler
Thursday

Heavy snow showers.
Winds moderate, north, north westerly.

Temperatures 0ºC to 0ºC
Friday

Heavy snow showers.
 Winds moderate, north, north westerly

Temperatures 1ºC to -3ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

Sunny Intervals.
Winds light, east south easterly. 

Temperatures 0ºC to -5ºC.
Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above

Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Tides

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, December 16, 2010
are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 01.18 3.0 07.26 2.0 14.16 3.3 20.12 1.9
Fri 02.28 3.1 08.32 1.9 15.09 3.4 21.05 1.7                 
Sat 03.19 3.3 09.32 1.7 15.54 3.6 21.51 1.5
Sun 04.04 3.5 10.21 1.6 16.35 3.7 22.33 1.3
Mon 04.44 3.7 11.05 1.4 17.15 3.8 23.14 1.1
Tues 05.23 3.8 11.48 1.2 17.53 3.9 23.54 0.9
Wed 06.02 3.9 12.30 1.1 18.30 3.9 **.** *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

-1

Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Oban Saints youth 
fixtures and results

FOOTBALL
ALL league and cup games 
involving Oban Saints youth 
teams were called off last 
weekend due to the weather.

However, the Under 15s 
took on the Under 14s in a 
friendly match last Sunday 
on the communty pitch with 
the older boys winning 5-1 
in a great game of football.
The game was evenly 

balanced at 2-1 until the last 

strength of the older boys 
began to tell.

Netting for the Under 15s 
were Rory Bruce (2), Aidan 
Campbell, Joseph Darrah 
and Rhuiradh Cain. The 
best goal of the game was 
scored by the Under 14s Zak 
Straub.

weather permitting - Under 
13s no game; Under 14s v 
Seafar Villa; East kilbride 
v Under 15s; Under 16s no 
game.

THE second trial for the 
Argyll and Bute Regional 
Under 13 squad due to take 
place in Lochgilphead last 
Saturday was called off due 
to the weather.
Argyll and Bute football 

Rae will be organising a 
new date early in the New 
Year.

Regional trial 
called off

FOOTBALL

First Shinty back on the ball ‘A’ League  P    W D  L   F    A  Pts
St Columba  12   5   6   1   22   14   28
Park   12   4   4   4   19   19   23
Achadh Na Creige  12   2   6   4   12   15   22

‘B’League  P   W  D  L   F    A  Pts
St Columba  8    6    0   2   12     6   20
Taynuilt   8    4    0   4   11     6   16
Lochnell   8    2    0   6     5   16   12
‘C’ League  P   W  D  L   F    A  Pts
Ben Lora   12   9   3   0   15     6   33

Park Sparkies  12   6   3   3   17     7   27
St Columba  12   6   3   3   15   10   27
Taynuilt   12   2   3   7     5   10   19

Salen   12   1   1  10    5   22   15

Shinty took place recently 
at Atlantis Leisure. Below 
are the scores from all three 
leagues and the tables after 

Achadh Na Creige 1; Park 1, St 

Achadh Na Creige 1, St Columba 
1; Achadh Na Creige 1, St Park 1; 

1, Achadh Na Creige 1; Park 3, St 

Achadh Na Creige 1, St Columba 2; 

1, St Columba 2.
‘B’ League scores - Lochnell 0, 

Taynuilt 4; St Columba 4, Lochnell 0; 
Taynuilt 2, St Columba 1; Lochnell 1, 
Taynuilt 3; St Columba 1, Lochnell 0; 
Taynuilt 2, St Columba 0.

Rovers 0, Taynuilt 0; Salen 0, 

Park Sparkies 1; Ben Lora 1, Salen 

Rockets 0; St Columba 1, Taynuilt 1; 
Park Sparkies 2, Ben Lora 2; Salen 

Rockets 0, St Columba 2; Park 
Sparkies 2, Taynuilt 0; Ben Lora 

Sparkies 1; Salen 0, Park Sparkies 1; 

Salen 0, Park Sparkies 1; St Columba 

Sparkies 2; Ben Lora 0, St Columba 
0.

SHINTY

THE TV screening of 
Three Men Go to Scotland, 
featuring Griff Rhys Jones, 
Dara O’Briain and Rory 
McGrath competing at West 
Highland Yachting Week will 
be at the end of the year.

The comedians’ west 
Highland adventures will 
be shown to the nation on 
December 27 and December 
30 at 8pm on BBC2.

The team of ‘Three Men 
in a Boat’ fame raced Ross 
Ryan’s classic eight-metre 
‘The Truant’ from Craobh to 
Oban winning second place 
in Class 7.

The trio thoroughly 
enjoyed the preceding 

DECEMBER Medal: 1 
Graeme Hamilton, 86 less 
17 net 69; 2 Brian O’Neill, 
83 less 13 net 70; 3 Donald 
Logan, 90 less 19 net 71. 
Css 70

GOLF

Islay Golf Club

Scottish Hydro Electric 
West Division One

Oban Lorne 24
Clydebank 5

THE ICE may have thawed 
in time for Glencruitten 
to be declared playable on 
Saturday but the frosty on-

these teams was evident in a 

Always a competitive 

Clydebank had met once 
already this season, with the 
men in green losing out to a 
last-minute try.

However, a solid second-
half display from Oban 
saw them record a fourth 
consecutive win and rise to 
third place in the league.

Oban handed young second 
row Calum Maclauchlan his 

Oban Lorne and reinstated 
Liam Burns to the front row.

a very scrappy affair, with 
some poor discipline at 
the scrum from both sides 
meaning the game was never 
allowed to get going. 

Oban did eventually wake 
up and went ahead with 
a well worked try from 
Struan Smith who scored 
out wide as a result of some 

encounter 
in Oban

Oban’s front row of Liam Burns, Robin MacQueen and Malcolm Downie get ready for battle with the 
Clydebank forwards. 08_t51rug01

Oban Lorne player/coach Corrie Louw’s half-time teamtalk helped spur his team 
to victory. 08_t51rug03 

good rucking from the 
Oban forwards. However 
the visitors hit back almost 
immediately with a try of 
their own, helped by some 
costly mistakes from Oban 
in their own half. 

Oban continued to impress 
in the opening minutes of 
the second half, creating 
some good chances with 
impressive running from 
man-of-the-match Liam 
Burns in particular. 

However, bad discipline 
at the breakdown proved 
to be Oban’s downfall as 
Clydebank were awarded 
numerous penalties to clear 
their lines.

half came from a superb 
individual effort from player/
coach Corrie Louw. Louw 
found himself with the ball in 
open play 10 yards from the 
line and continued to trundle 
forwards holding off at least 
four of the opposition to just 
touch the ball over the line. 
Stand-off Angus MacCallum 
scored the conversion and 
gave Oban a 12-5 lead.

growing in the Oban team 
but they spurned several 

10 minutes. With a quarter of 

the game to go Oban made a 
tactical switch with Robert 
Wright moving to stand-
off allowing MacCallum to 
move into scrum half.

Wright was replaced by 
‘supersub’ Gary McEwan 
who changed the fortunes of 

helping then to score two 
further tries to secure the 
game and bonus point.

Chris MacDonald and 
the second from McEwan 
himself.

After this result Oban 
Lorne will travel to play 
Loch Lomond this Saturday, 
weather permitting, full of 

Oban Lorne: M. Downie, 
R. MacQueen, L. Burns, C. 
MacLauchlan, C. Nicholson, 
A. MacDougall, S. Smith ©, 
C. Louw, F. Matheson, A. 
MacCallum, A. Beaton, C. 
Smith, C. MacDonald, A. 
Wright, R. Wright.

Subs: A. Park, J. Sayer, G. 
McEwan

Tries: Struan Smith, Corrie 
Louw, Chris MacDonald, G. 
McEwan Conversions – A. 
MacCallum (2).

‘Supersub’ MacEwan
changes the fortunes
of misfiring backline

RUGBY

opening night of the Regatta 
at Craobh Marina which 

Argyll Pipe Band playing at 
the Lord of the Isles pub and 
restaurant.

The ‘Three Men’ take 
on a whistle stop tour of 
the Highland and Islands 
reaching Skye and Harris 
inspired by the trip 
undertaken by Dr Johnson 
and Samuel Boswell in the 
late 1700s. 

The latest series of two one-
hour programmes features 
the adventures of the three 
sailing ‘heroes’ with their 
own particular brand of 
humour and the calamities 

that befall them. As well as 
competing at West Highland 
Yachting Week as a unique 
sailing event, the three 
intrepid mariners also cruise 
aboard the puffer Vic 32 
from Crinan. 

series of this popular BBC 
programme and will include 
other activities in the 
Oban area including Dara 
competing at the Kilmore 
and Kilbride Highland 
Games.

Both programmes will be 
available on iPlayer and 
there is a write up in the 
Christmas Radio Times on 
the programme.

‘Three Men’ competing in 
West Highland Week to be 
screened this month 

Lorn Carpet 
Bowling League

BOWLS
  P  Pts
Kilmore  3   20
Benderloch 4   20
Cairnbaan 4   18
Easdale  3   18
North Connel 4   10
Connel  3    8
Taynuilt  3    2

Through to the second 
round of the Knockout Cup 
are Benderloch, Kilmore, 
Easdale and North Connel. 
The draw is this Saturday at 
North Connel.
The Lorn Championship 
was played at Cairnbaan last 
Saturday. Winners: Singles 
- Colin Campbell, Easdale, 
beat Angie MacFadyen, 
Kilmore.

Doubles - Adrian MacKay 
and Iain MacDougall, 
Cairnbaan, beat Sandy Carr 
and Marion Fisher, Connel.

Over-35s Indoor 
League

FOOTBALL
  P W D LPts
Taynuilt  4  3  1 0 10
Trialists  3  3  0  0  9
Hydro  4  3  0  1  9
Teachers  4  1  1  2  4 
Emergency 4  1  1  2  4
Seil  2  1  0  1  3
Spartak 3  1  0  2  3
West Coast Massive 2  0  1  1  1
Owen Sails 2  0  0  2  0
Clan Trees 2  0  0  2  0

Scores: Spartak 6, Trialists 
9; Hydro 5, Seil 2; Owen 
Sails 3, Spartak 6; Emer-
gency 3, Taynuilt 3; Hydro 
7, Teachers 2.

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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