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Worry over latest accident at lights

Steevie sourcing 
larger HD image

Terrible

Dead man found on 
forest track named

Hospital accused
remanded

Top award for 
Oban Saints

Gavin MacDonald won this year’s Mr Scotland title in Glasgow.

‘Tragedy
waiting to
happen’

Police and ambulance staff at the scene of last week’s
 accident. 07_t50accident01

The burnt-out close and Melanie 
and her 15-month-old daughter. 

Young family’s
terror as
prams and
close torched

See page 20

Wall Calendar
£12.99
Desk Calendar
£8.99
Appointment
Calendar
£6.99

6 Albany Street, Oban

01631 563645

MEET

at

Have your 2010 
calendar signed by 
Jolomo in person

albaLATE NEWS EXTRA....

12 NEW LIMITED EDITION PRINTS
WORLDWIDE RELEASE

THE ART SHOP

This Saturday 

2pm until 4pm
Now Open

Oban’s New and Exciting Hair & Beauty Salon

Wishing a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to all our new and 

existing clients from
Pamela Rutherford, Niki Currie, Marianne 

Maccallum, Margaret McPhee, Nicola 
Siddall, Tricia Steele and Danielle 

MacDonald and Siobhan Barr

Please contact 01631 565411 
for appointments

Christmas Gift Vouchers available

Rutherfords
49/51 Stevenson Street, Oban

(Previously Desirables)

Hogmanay 
street party 
- support it 
or lose it

Panto
season success

National award for 
local football club
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ARGYLL artist John Lowrie Morrison 
(JoLoMo), Scotland’s leading 
landscape painter, has received an 
Honorary Doctorate of Arts from the 
University of Abertay, Dundee.

Former teacher 
The former Lochgilphead High 

School teacher collected the honour at 
the university’s graduation ceremony 

in the Caird Hall on November 27.
Mr Morrison, who lives in Tayvallich, 

in Mid Argyll, studied at the Glasgow 
School of Art, Drawing and Painting 
before winning a travelling scholarship 
from the Royal Academy Schools.

Morrison said he was delighted to 
receive the doctorate.

Professor Bernard King CBE, 

principal and vice-chancellor of 
Abertay, said: ‘John is 100 per cent 
committed to his art, he worked hard 
to realise his dreams, his style is bold 
and ambitious and he always makes a 
statement.

‘These characteristics align well with 
those of the University of Abertay, 
Dundee.’

John Lowrie Morrison, centre, with his Honorary Doctorate of Arts. Picture by David Mitchell

Argyll artist becomes Dr JoLoMo

HOLIDAY Mull and Argyll-
based Sail Scotland are the 
latest Argyll businesses 

VisitScotland Growth Fund.
The tourism groups’ 

awards of £7,500 and 
£65,000 respectively brings 
the area’s support from 
the growth fund to more 
than £250,000 since it was 
launched last year.

Holiday Mull is hoping to 
use the money to market the 
island beyond the summer 
season.

‘Ultimately we want to 
increase the number of 
people visiting the www.
holidaymull.co.uk site, to 
build a reliable consumer 
base,’ said treasurer Ian 
McKilligan.

Focus
‘The campaign will focus 

on autumn, when there is 
currently capacity in the 
island’s businesses.’

Sail Scotland, a group of 
60 organisations from both 
private and public sectors 
which market Scotland on 
the quality and diversity 
of the country’s sailing, 
secured £65,000 in October.

Company secretary Dr 
Tony Bennett said: ‘The 
current economic climate 
makes Scotland very 
attractive as a potential 
holiday venue to visiting 
sailors and we hope to be 
able to capitalise on this 
through working closely 
with VisitScotland.

‘The funding will also 

enable us to plan more 
effectively for the future 
while providing a degree of 

next 18 months.’
Other Argyll projects to 

have secured funding over 
the course of the past year 
include Bute Beyond 2000, 
with £4,550, The West 
Coast Whisky Trail, which 
won £19,745, and Oban and 
Lorn Tourism Association, 
which secured £20,121.

Excellent
Argyll and Bute MSP 

Jim Mather said:  ‘This is 
excellent news for the area 
as I see the evidence of 
innovative group marketing 
projects gaining valuable 
match funding here. 

‘No less than 17 per cent 
of the national pot has been 
secured to date by Argyll 
and Bute-based businesses 
or projects that have a 
substantial impact on Argyll 
and Bute. 

‘While those groups are 
to be congratulated for 

from the increased business 
that this activity generates 
in future years.’

The VisitScotland Growth 
Fund is designed to support 
tourism groups throughout 
Scotland in marketing their 
products and services to 
full potential. The fund 
can support groups with 
up to 50 per cent of their 
marketing costs over a one-
year period.

VisitScotland Growth 
Fund boosts local 
tourism projects

SOME say that a hole in the 
roof of telephone exchange  
in Tobermory seems to be 
causing chaos every time 
it rains. And despite some 
saying they have seen 
evidence of the gap, BT 
bosses claim the problems 
are down to an ‘intermittent 
fault’.

Whatever the problem 
is, islanders claim that 
the telephone system in 
Tobermory has cut out 
repeatedly over the past 
month and are demanding 
that urgent inquiries 
are carried out into the 
situation.
Happening for two years 
Councillor Mary-Jean 

Devon is receiving regular 
complaints about the service. 
‘Telephones seems to go 
off for hours and no one 
is able to make or receive 
phone calls. This has been 
happening for two years.

‘At the weekend the 
phone lines went off twice 
– causing chaos to people 
who need the service for 
elderly crisis alarms and of 
course for businesses.

‘I want BT to tell me that 
they will sort out the problem 
and ensure that people in 
need can get through to the 
services they require.’

A number of people have 
come forward to say there 
is a hole in the roof of the 

exchange while others say 
that the system cannot cope 
with all the communications 

The doctors surgery also 
reported a problem with the 
telephone lines. 

A spokesman for NHS 
Highland said: ‘On a 
number of occasions we 
have experienced problems 
with the telephone lines in 
Tobermory.

‘We immediately got in 
touch with BT who resolved 
the problem extremely 
quickly.’

Resolve
BT said it hopes to resolve 

the problem as soon as 
possible.

A spokesman said: ‘There 
is an intermittent fault 
affecting a small number 
of customers served by 
Tobermory exchange which 
is under investigation by 
BT Operate, the division 
of BT which is responsible 
for exchanges. We are 
arranging for a specialist 
engineer to travel to Mull to 
work throughout the night 

to determine the source of 
the problem. We’d like to 
apologise for the frustration 
this is causing some of our 
Tobermory customers and 
assure them that we will 
restore normal service as 
soon as possible.’

Normal service will 
resume as soon as 
possible on Mull
Island’s mystery phone 
fault under investigation

‘Seventeen per cent per cent of national pot 
secured by Argyll and Bute-based businesses’

THE BICENTENARY of 
Oban being elevated to a 
Burgh of Barony is set to be 
celebrated on July 17 2011.

A Burgh of Barony was 
distinct from a Royal Burgh 
as it was a title granted to a 
tenant-in-chief, in this case 
His Grace George William, 
Duke of Argyll in 1811.

They were created 

between 1450 and 1846 and 
conferred on the land owner 
and allowed the right to hold 
weekly markets or to trade 
overseas. But this charter 
was set aside by the Court 
of Session and a new one 
raised in favour of the Duke 
of Argyll and Mr Campbell 
of Combie in July 1820.

Under this charter the 

town was governed by a 
provost and council until the 
Reform Act of 1832, when 
it became a parliamentary 
burgh.

The matter of celebrating 
the bicentenary of Oban 
being elevated into a Burgh 
of Barony recently came 
before Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles Area Committee of 

Argyll and Bute Council.
Councillors were asked 

whether or not to consider 
holding bicentenary 
celebrations in 2011, when 
the original charter was 

second charter was granted 
or 2032, marking when Oban 
became a parliamentary 
burgh.

Oban set to celebrate granting of Burgh of Barony

By DAVID WALKER
A MASTERPLAN has been 
revealed for a new ‘model 
green’ village to be built on 
the island of Skye.

The Clan Donald Lands 
Trust (CDLT) says its new 
‘Clan Donald Village’ at 
Kilbeg in south Skye would 
be well-placed to offer a 
world-class environment and 
sustainable living standards 
which would attract and 
retain high quality people to 
Skye.

The trust say that working 
with the nearby Gaelic 
college Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
to create a new Highland 

university campus at its heart 
presents an unparalleled 
opportunity to enhance and 
enrich the lives of all Sleat 
residents.

An initial planning exercise, 
supported by Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) 
and European funding, is 
expected to last 11 months 
and will look at housing, 
education, business and 
community needs in the 
area.

Kilbeg sits within the lands 
of CDLT) a charitable trust 
that owns 20,000 acres of 
the southern half of the Sleat 
peninsula.

CDLT, as custodian of a 

SO MANY budding young actors 
applied to be dwarfs at a pantomime in 
a Highland village this year that it had 
to be renamed ‘Snow White and Some 
Dwarfs’.

Every two years the Celts and 
Comrades group puts on a pantomime 
in Ballachulish Hall and this year 

so many young actors wanted to get 
involved that some new roles had to be 
created. The traditional dwarfs, Happy, 
Sleepy, Dopey, Doc, Grumpy, Sneezy 
and Bashful were joined by the more 
modern sounding Gangsta, Hungry and 
Hyper.

There were also adult dwarfs, Julian 

and Sandy, and ‘revolutionary dwarfs’ 
Lenin and Trotsky.

The extended cast meant that a 
marquee had to be erected at the halls 
to be used as a changing room and the 
stage was also enlarged.

The pantomime ran for three nights 
last week.

TWO WARDS at Belford Hospital in 
Fort William are to merge in an effort 
which NHS Highland says will reduce 
waiting times and the length of time 
people need to stay in hospital.

The surgical and medical wards at 
the hospital will be merged to form a 
Combined Assessment Unit (CAU) 
and patients, except those attending for 
planned treatment, will be assessed in 
the new unit.

NHS Highland says this will take 
pressure off the accident and emergency 
department and reduce the number of 
unnecessary hospital admissions.

The new unit is to have a highly 
trained team of staff consisting of 
consultants, nurses and care assistants. 

A dedicated pharmacist will also be 
attached to the unit.

Health chiefs have stressed that the 
accident and emergency department is 
to remain open as usual.

The new unit will assess the need of 
the patient for further investigation and 
provide all necessary initial treatment 
and stabilisation.

After assessment by both surgical 
and medical consultants, a decision 
will be made to either discharge the 
patient directly home or admit them to 
a specialist ward for further treatment 
within 48 hours. 

Marie Law, clinical services manager 
at Belford Hospital, said: ‘Anyone 
walking in off the street and all traumas 

and patients brought into hospital as 
a result of 999 calls are still treated
at accident and emergency.

‘But patients referred by their GPs, 
except for those attending for planned 
treatment, are now assessed in the 
CAU. There are no immediate plans to 
reduce staff numbers or the number of 
beds at the hospital as a result of the 
redesign.

‘However, as with any redesign, we will 
be auditing and evaluating the CAU for
activity and effectiveness. 

‘It is essential that clinical services are 
developed to maximise the potential 
of all health professionals within 
the Belford to ensure a strategy for 
sustainable healthcare in the future.’

Chance
to make a 
difference
AN INAUGURAL meeting 
of Nether Lochaber 
Community Development 
Trust is to be held next 
week.

All members of the 
community are invited to 
the meeting on Monday 
December 14 at Nether 
Lochaber Village Hall.

A spokeswoman for the 
group said: ‘Please come 
along.

‘You have the chance to 
make a difference to your 
community.’

large working estate, is the 
second biggest employer in 
Sleat.

The plan will show what 
form the new settlement 
will take and how it would 
impact and complement 
existing development within 
the area. 

CDLT says its objectives 
are to foster a strong sense 
of community and work 
in harmony with Gaelic 
college Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
to improve and expand 
facilities for all south Sleat 
residents.

Sir Ian Macdonald, 
chairman of CDLT, said: ‘The 
trust’s intention is that the 
new village at Kilbeg will be 
an innovative and exemplar 
development. It will aspire 
to create a world-class 
environment, balancing best 
practice in rural design with 
environmental sustainability. 
The planning will consider 
the need for housing, 
educational and enterprise 
provision, alongside 
community facilities in a 
holistic and integrated way. 
It will set a new standard for 
rural community planning 
in the Highlands and indeed 
nationally.’

CDLT says that one of the 
driving principles behind the 
plan is that of environmental 

Model green 
village for 
Isle of Skye

Some of the cast who took part in the Celts and Comrades’ pantomime Snow White held in Ballachulish Hall.

Meet Snow White’s new dwarfs - Gangsta and Hyper

sustainability, an ambition 
which is mirrored by CDLT’s 
plans for its own estate. 

As further investment 
is made by CDLT in 
developing forestry 
schemes, the introduction 
of biomass heating systems 
is also anticipated for many 
of the buildings within the 
CDLT estate, fed by supplies 
from its own woodchip 
production unit. The trust 
say this enterprise could be 
greatly expanded to meet the 
demands of the new village 
which would be designed as a 
‘model green development’. 

A statement from the 
trust added that low-carbon 
emission heating systems for 
housing and business could 
be provided which could also 

employment within the 
area.  Other environmentally 
friendly energy strategies 
to be examined include 
wind, geothermal and wave 
energy.

Robert Muir of HIE said: 
‘The vision is ambitious and 
has the potential to create 
a long lasting legacy that will 

and community needs.
‘We look forward to the 

results of the exercise and
the detailed information that 
will help inform next steps.’

Ambulances
on ward 
forum
agenda

Two wards to merge    
at Belford Hospital

AMBULANCE services in 
Lochaber are to be discussed 
at the next meeting of the 
Caol and Mallaig ward 
forum.

Members of the public 
attending the meeting, on 
Tuesday December 15 at 
7.30pm in the Astley Hall, 
Arisaig, will have the 
opportunity to discuss the 
service provided to Lochaber 
residents and visitors. 

Alan Knox from the 
Scottish Ambulance Service 
(SAS) will join the forum 
to take questions and 
update members on the 
service’s developments and 
challenges. As well as the 
SAS item the meeting will 
offer a community safety 
update and an open forum 
question and answer session 
for ward-based issues.

Arisaig welcomes new residents
NEW RESIDENTS will this week begin 
to move into their new homes at Lochaber 
Housing Association’s £3.5 million Canon 
Gillies Place development at Arisaig.

The 20-home development, named in 
honour of the late Canon Iain Gillies, who 
was parish priest at St Mary’s, Kilmory, for 
almost 20 years, has provided much-needed 
housing for a wide cross-section of the local 
population.

Following a brief delay in completion, new 
residents are now starting to move into the 
well-appointed properties at Canon Gillies 
Place, which include 16 homes available for 
affordable rental and four homes available 
under a shared equity home ownership 
initiative.

A further two plots within the development 
have been made available under the Rural 
Home Ownership Grant scheme.

Got a story 
for The Oban 
Times? Call 
our reporters 
on 01631 
568000.

MONDAY 21st DECEMBER 12noon
FOR THE ISSUE OF THURSDAY DECEMBER 24th

MONDAY 28th DECEMBER 12noon
FOR THE ISSUE OF THURSDAY DECEMBER 31st

PLEASE NOTE – Our offices will be closed on Thursday 24th & Friday 25th December 
and Thursday 31st December & Friday 1st January

FESTIVE
DEADLINES

FESTIVE
DEADLINES
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ISLANDERS came out in force to celebrate Christmas at Seil Village Hall and raise money for various causes.  And with 
music from the girl guides,  stallholders selling jewellery, cards, cakes, plants and clothing and hot drinks it was a roaring 

success. 16_t50seil02

Christmas fundraising day at Seil is a roaring success 

PARTS of the Crinan Canal 
will be closed for up to 
three months while essential 
engineering work is carried 
out.

British Waterways will 
close the canal on Monday, 
December 14, and it is 
expected to remain shut until 
March 15. 

Repair work will be carried 
out to an embankment leak 
found between Bellanoch 
Bridge and the eastern end 
of Bellanoch Bay. 

A spokeswoman for British 
Waterways explained:  ‘There 
will be some impact on users 
of the Bellanoch to Crinan 
Road, with a reduction to 
one lane at some points.’

She added: ‘We may also 
need to carry out ground 
investigations to help enable 
the works and this will 
involve closing the towpath 
between Bellanoch Bridge 
and Bellanoch Bay.’

Canal will
be closed

WORK to resurface Jura’s 
only main road has left 
it in a worse condition, 
according to an island 
councillor. 

Argyll and Bute Council 
took on an outside 
contractor in October to 
use an innovative process 
to resurface the A846 road 
using recycled materials. 

Senior engineer Stewart 
Clark said at last week’s 
Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the 
Islands Area Committee the 
road surface had suffered 
from ‘an unusual effect we 
hadn’t expected’. He added 
‘It’s a bit disappointing,’ and 
said the contractors would 
make amends in the spring.  

Councillor Robin 
Currie responded: ‘A 
bit disappointing is the 
understatement of the year. 
It is a disaster to wait until 

could have done ourselves. 
‘People and businesses 

on Jura use that road every 
day, sometimes two or three 
times a day.’ 

Mr Clark said it would not 
be possible to get materials 
to the island at this time 
of the year and defended 
the decision to try the new 
technique to solve problems 
on the island’s roads. 

Jura road
repairs have
made it 
worse

Vehicles
vandalised
TWO VEHICLES were 
vandalised over the weekend, 
both receiving damage to 
the wing mirrors and body 
panels.

A black van parked on 
Argyll Square, outside 
Nancy Blacks, was damaged 
overnight between Friday and 
Saturday. Another vehicle 
was damaged in the car park 
adjacent to the railway pier 
overnight between Saturday 
and Sunday. Anyone with 
any information relating to 
these offences should contact 
Oban Police.

Town centre
assaults

store
A WOMAN who dropped 
a pile of stolen clothes as 

system sounded is being 
sought by Oban Police.

The woman attempted to 
leave Tesco in Oban with the 
items of ladies clothing last 
Friday at 11am.

When the security alarm 
sounded she dropped the 
clothes and got into a waiting 
Ford Focus car, driven by 
a man. The car is believed 
to have a 2004 registration 
plate.

Anyone with any 
information can contact 
Oban Police on 01631 
510500.

Baker stays
closed
mouth

THERE were two reported 
assaults in Oban town centre 
in the early hours of last 
Saturday morning.

At 12.50am a 23-year-old 
man was assaulted in George 
Street, near Argyll Square. 
Police observed the incident 
via CCTV and, as a result, 
a 24-year-old man was 
arrested. A report has been 
submitted to the procurator 

In another incident that 
night, two men, aged 22 and 
27, complained that they had 
been attacked by a group of 
three to four men at Station 
Square.
 Meanwhile, a 53-year-old 
man was punched and kicked 
in the face at around 5.30pm 
on Sunday, November 29 
at the common close at 1 
Burnside Court, Oban.

Oban Police are looking 
for witnesses who may have 
seen a man aged between 20 
and 25 leave the close at that 
time.

PUPILS at Oban High School got 
involved in many ways in raising 
funds for Children in Need this year.

Throughout the week leading up to 
the BBC’s Children in Need night, 
various events were held in the school 
and at Glencruitten Hostel, where 
pupils from the islands stay during the 
week.

These included a fancy dress day, an 
S1/S2 fancy dress disco, a pyjama day 
for sixth years and S6 boys volunteering 
to have their legs waxed.

Head girl Lisa Mackenzie said: ‘We 
also had some food eating competitions 
which included trying to eat as many 
gherkins in 30 seconds as you could 
– the results were surprising!

‘We would just like to add a thank 
you to all parents for their support and 
to the kids for helping the school raise 
so much money.’

A total of £2,175.08 was raised in the 
school and £240 at the hostel, where 
similar fancy dress and pyjama events 
took place.

Some of the pupils at Glencruitten Hostel who helped to raise funds for 
Children in Need.

Pupils’ excel at fundraising

BUS routes in Kintyre, on Islay 
and Jura that rely on grants 
could be threatened by pressure 
on council budgets. 

Argyll and Bute Council 
spends £690,000 a year 
supporting new public transport 
routes or services vital to 
connect rural communities. 

But the council’s public 

Blades, warned councillors on 
the Mid Argyll, Kintyre and 
the Islands Area Committee 
last week that some of these 
services were ‘vulnerable’ if 
the public transport budget was 
cut.

Islay’s summer Sunday bus 
service, a late evening bus from 
Campbeltown to Southend and 
the Thursday night Jura to Islay 

to suffer. 
The late bus from 

Campbeltown to Southend 
averaged just three passengers, 
with the council’s subsidising it 
to the equivalent of £16.78 per 
head.

Lack of funds meant a 
successful Sunday bus service 
around Islay could only run 
from May to September this 
year, though 1,700 people used 
it.

Mr Blades said: ‘Given the 
subsidy level, this service is 
vulnerable and it means it may 
not be possible to have it in 
2010.’ 

A 12-seater bus runs from Jura 
to Islay and back each Thursday 
evening, allowing a late night 
shopping trip or a visit to the 
swimming pool for islanders. 
Though it is nearly full each 
time, ferry costs increased the 
subsidy needed and ‘serious 
consideration’ would be given 
to its future, said Mr Blades. 

He added the council aimed 
for a subsidy of £3.50 or less per 
passenger and routes costing 

much more would need to be 
examined. 

In contrast, a route 
between the Sound of 
Kintyre and Campbeltown 
and the commuter service 
between Lochgilphead and 
Campbeltown were well-used. 
Take-up of an Inveraray to 
Lochgilphead commuter bus 
had remained very low.  

Councillor Donald Kelly 
urged full consultation with 
communities to look at 
boosting services, before any 
cuts were considered. 

The council is reviewing all 
public transport provision. 

Rural and island bus routes under threat

GREGGS the Bakers were 
unwilling to discuss rumours 
that a shop would be opening 
up in Oban.

Talk that a branch of the 
Scottish bakers was planning 
to go into the former Millet’s 
Outdoor Shop was rife in the 
town – leading to a number 
of readers contacting the 

whether or not there was any 
truth in the rumours.

But the hot foods and bread 
retailer was unwilling to 
comment on the situation. 
A spokeswoman for the 
company said: ‘We are 
unable to comment one way 
or the other about a branch of 
Greggs the Bakers opening 
in Oban.’

A FATAL accident inquiry 
was unable to determine the 
cause of death of a 70-year-
old man who lost his life on 
the Doirlinn, a causeway near 
Campbeltown last year.

However, the inquiry held at 
Campbeltown Sheriff Court 
stated that Leonard Bennett 
had indeed died on January 4 
at approximately 5.45pm.

Atrocious conditions
Mr Bennett had set out  ‘in 

atrocious weather conditions’ 
to make a trip over the 
causeway to pick up guests 
bound for a holiday cottage 
on Davaar Island, where 
he and his wife of 42 years, 
Rose, were caretakers. 

Mr Bennett never arrived at 
the mainland. 

At 5.40pm Mrs Bennett 
raised the alarm after 
getting a ‘funny feeling’ that 
something was wrong. 

A full-scale search and 
rescue attempt by emergency 
services and others on the 

FAI hears of wife’s ‘funny 
feeling’ within minutes of
Kintyre causeway tragedy

Missing man’s body found eight days later on the Isle of Arran

Leonard Bennett.
Emergency services vehicles make their way over the 

Doirlinn, near Campbeltown  c02dav08

works vehicle or Mr Bennett. 
The following morning the 
vehicle was found on the 
causeway. 

It was not until January 
12, 2008 that Mr Bennett’s 
body was found on the Isle of 
Arran.

The couple had worked 
on the island for the Turner 
Partnership of Killdaloig 
Farm for eight and a half years. 

Mr Bennett was renowned 
for being a local expert on 

Sheila McDermid agreed 
that Mr Bennett could, at no 
time, be criticised for making 
the crossing on the evening 
of the accident, as he had 
made the crossing more than 
1,000 times in all weather 
conditions, and ‘knew the 
tides better than anyone’.

Evidence from Dr Julie 
McAdam a forensic expert, 
ruled out, as far possible, that 
Mr Bennett had died from 
natural causes. 

She stated: ‘The very real 
possibility is that Mr Bennett 
drowned.’ 

The inquiry heard that Mr 
Bennett had suffered an injury 
to his eye, probably before 
death, and Dr McAdam told 

the inquiry that this may have 
left him stunned. She also told 
the court that either before 
or after death Mr Bennett 
had fractured the cervical 
vertebrae in his neck, in two 
places.

Hannah Jordan, the 
Bennett family solicitor, 
argued that, in light of no 
other explanation of how 
the accident that resulted 
in the death of Mr Bennett 
occurred, it was due to ‘lack 
of regular maintenance and 
inspection of the Range Rover 
vehicle [that was provided 
for working purposes]’ that 
should have been carried out 
under Health and Safety at 
Work legislation. 

The inquiry had previously 
heard, from a police expert, 
that the driver’s door on the 
25-year-old vehicle needed 
a ‘physical lift to open the 
door’ and that it would not 
have passed an MOT, due to 
worn brakes and lack of tread 
on tyres. 

stated that as an off-road 
vehicle, the car did not 

and was in ‘relatively good 
condition for its age. 

‘The Range Rover is a tough 
cookie,’ he added.

Joe Turner, of the Turner 
Partnership, told the court 
that the vehicle was sound, up 
to the job and had undergone 
recent maintenance work.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson, 
Q.C. gave a solemn 
determination. She said: 
‘There were no defects that 
contributed to the death of 
Mr Bennett.

‘The precise circumstances 
in which Len Bennett lost his 
life cannot be ascertained.’

determination: ‘My sympathy 
is with Mr Bennett’s wife 
Rose; his daughter, Anne 
Marie and his brother-in-law 
Mr Hynes. 

‘Mr Bennett was an active 
and much-respected man.’ 
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IT was all things Scottish 
to the fore when Lochnell 
Primary School held a tartan 
tea on St Andrew’s Day in 
aid of Macmillan Cancer.

The P5,6,7 classes spent 

their weekend baking before 
bringing in a vast selection 
of goodies for parents, fam-
ily and friends to sample.

There was entertainment 
from pupils singing and 

playing instruments while 
senior pupils waited on the 
tables, bringing teas and 
coffees to a lively audi-
ence.

A raffle and donations 

on the door helped to raise 
£255 for the cancer charity 
after the school was unable 
to take part in the world’s 
biggest coffee morning back 
in September.

Some of the ‘servants’ who waited tables at Lochnell Primary School’s tartan tea. 07_t49tartan01

Lochnell celebrate with Tartan Tea

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
has just over £20 million in 
short term investments.

The executive committee 
had an update from Bruce 
West, head of strategic 

Local authorities all 
put money on short-term 
deposit until it is needed to 

raise extra funds through 
interest.

Some Scottish authorities 
have run into trouble in 
the past by investing in 
businesses such as the 
Icelandic banks but Argyll 
and Bute Council has 
proved more canny.

All investments are only 

with Treasury-approved 
organisations with high 
credit ratings and are short-
term for a maximum of 
three months.

As of the end of September 
2009, Argyll and Bute 
had £5M with Coventry 
Building Society; £0.2M 
with the Bank of Scotland 

and £15.2M with Clydesdale 
Bank; the interest rate is an 
average of 0.56 per cent.

The average rate of return 
on Argyll and Bute Council 
investments to the end of 
September was 0.63 per 
cent compared to an average 
of 0.45 per cent for other 
Scottish councils.

Council proves canny 
with its investments

THREE projects in Argyll 
have gained awards from the 
latest round of the Climate 
Challenge Fund.

Development Coll, Kintyre 
Recycling Ltd and Argyll 
and Bute Regional Envi-
ronmental Education Fo-
rum have received a total of 
£73,305 from £3.6 million 
that has gone to 41 projects 
throughout Scotland.

Biodiesel
Kintyre Recycling Ltd has 

gained £67,511 towards its 
Kintyre Recycling Biodiesel 
Scheme.

The aim is to establish a 
small biodiesel reprocessing 
facility in Campbeltown, 
which will process waste 
cooking oil from a range of 
catering establishments and 
householders to produce 
biodiesel.

Amanda Card, from the 
scheme, said: ‘We are all 
extremely delighted with the 
money, which will help with 
sustainability, which is espe-
cially important right now 
given the current economic 
hardship.’

Coll’s Climate Change 
Project, which received 
£4,164, will purchase a glass 
imploder to recycle glass, as 

well as other carbon reduc-
tion resources. 

The aim is to reduce the 
overall carbon emissions on 
Coll from 898 tonnes per 
annum to 698 tonnes per 
annum.

Frances MacIntyre from 
the project said: ‘This means 
that we don’t have to export 
glass off the island to be re-
cycled, saving on freight and 
reducing the island’s carbon 
footprint.’

Education forum 
Argyll and Bute Regional 

Environmental Education 
Forum’s ‘Environmental 
Education Fair’ project, 
which was given £1,630, 
aims to encourage children, 
families and communities to 
develop enthusiasm about 
environmental issues and 
raise awareness of the need 
for sustainability. A range of 
interactive activities and dis-
plays are provided by local 
and national organisations 
and individuals.

Terry Donovan from the 
education forum said: ‘We 
are pleased to have received 
funding for our annual envi-
ronmental fair which, being 
free, relies heavily on fund-
ing and donations. 

‘It is very much a com-
munity project going around 
to different areas of Argyll 
and this funding has helped 
in getting more school and 
community groups along, 
forging local links which 
should last for a lifetime.’

Innovative groups 
The Scottish government 

and Scottish Green Party’s 
Climate Challenge Fund 
has awarded around £16 
million so far to nearly 200 
community projects across 
Scotland.

Green MSP Patrick Harvie 
said: ‘I’m very pleased to 
see the Climate Challenge 
Fund supporting innovative 
community groups in Argyll 
and Bute. 

‘I know plenty of other 
community groups from 
Argyll and Bute will have 
good ideas on how to reduce 
carbon emissions. I would 
urge them to come forward 
now with applications to the 
fund as, unless additional 
funding can be secured, the 
next round of projects will be 
the last to be supported.’

More information about 
the Climate Challenge fund 
can be found at: http://www.
climatechallengefund.org

Argyll green  
projects gain 
£73,000
Environment projects on 
Isle of Coll and Kintyre 
receive substantial cash boost

DID you know that there is one 

from oral cancer?
This and other interesting pieces 

of information were some of the 
ways that the Oban and Lorn oral 
health educators were last week 
trying to increase awareness of 
mouth cancer.

With a stand in Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Clare Mallen, educator 
and oral health hygienist and her 
colleague Yvonne Sloss, oral 
health educator, were encourag-

mouth cancer.
A questionnaire highlighted 

people’s ignorance or otherwise 
in issues of oral health, including 
men being more prone to oral 

cancer than women, although 
Yvonne said this was changing 
with a general increase in alcohol 
intake and smoking by women.

‘Alcohol helps to absorb the 
tobacco in the system so people 
who smoke and drink at the same 
time are 30 times more likely to 
get oral cancer,’ she said.

The pair were encouraging 
people to visit their dentists on 
a regular basis – even those with 
dentures – and have any ulcers 
more than two or three weeks old 
and lumps or bumps in the mouth 
or on the tongue checked out by 
their dentist.

They were also reminding peo-
ple to use sunscreen on their lips 
and around their mouths as oral 

cancer can occur on the jaw, lips, 
mouth, neck and throat.

Their display included a ‘Mr 
Gross Mouth’ model of a smok-
er’s mouth with cancerous ulcers 
and bad teeth, a bottle containing 
a year’s equivalent of tar from 
a 10-a-day smoker and a box 
showing the ingredients found 
in cigarettes including arsenic, 
ammonia, the same chemicals 
as those found in Jeyes Fluid, 
acetone (nail varnish remover), 
and sulphuric acid.

screening and mouth cancer 
were given out along with free 
toothbrushes and toothpaste and 
a clinic was held for patients with 
concerns.

Clare Marren holds the equivalent of a year’s worth of tar from smoking 10 cigarettes a day 
and Yvonne Sloss examples of the chemicals in a cigarette. 07_t49oral01

Raising awareness of mouth cancer

ARGYLL and Bute has one 
of the most successful Em-
ployablility teams in Scotland 

be slashed and the commu-
nity as a whole miss out.

The service had to go out to 
tender as part of the govern-
ment’s  ‘Flexible New Deal’. 
Employability has failed in 
its bid for the contract and is 
now trying to become a sub-
contractor, much to the disap-
pointment of all involved.

Employability in Argyll 
and Bute gives long-term 
unemployed people IT and 
practical training help with 
life skills and work experi-
ence.

The community has ben-

of projects Employability 
has helped with – clearing 
gardens, building pathways 
and even building an open-air 
classroom for one primary 
school.  The new service 
could be classroom only 
where people are offered just 
a job search service, which 
offers no real experience of 
work.

Argyll and Bute executive 
committee members were 
told the service would prob-
ably continue in its present 
form for another six months 
after next March and the 
councillors were unanimous 
in their disappointment at 
the news.

Councillor Gary Mulvaney 
said: ‘Our model was unique, 
what will replace it is driven 
more by expense and not by 
outcome.

‘It is very short-termism, 
churning people through 
the system instead of get-
ting them back onto the job 
market.’

From March next year peo-
ple aged 18-24 will be moved 
to a difference service, the 
Young Persons Guarantee.

Employability
under threat

AN OBAN businessman has put 
forward a planning application 
to create 15 studio apartments in 

on the property market.
John MacGregor, of MacGregor 

Hotels, had planned to use the 
Stevenson Street property for a 
nightclub but the planning ap-
plication is for retail use on the 

Mr MacGregor said: ‘Subject to 
planning consent we will market 

ers with a 15 per cent deposit, in 
the form of a delayed payment, 

to help them get on the housing 
ladder.

 Consultation with council
‘In consultation with council 

lack of properties that allowed 
people to get on the housing lad-
der at an early stage and that the 
property would be better used as 
affordable housing, rather than a 
nightclub.’

He added: ‘If it goes ahead, I 
hope this development will en-
courage the council to improve 
Stevenson Street and the Black 
Lynn Burn. If the Black Lynn 
was in any other European town 

it would be a feature.’
Ganavan Sands Development 

Ltd, another company run by 
Mr MacGregor, has also applied 
to build 10 apartments by con-
verting two of the houses at his 
beachside development.

Mr MacGregor added: ‘We have 
had a considerable amount of 
interest from locals and people 
from outside the area, for this 
type of property.’

Ganavan Residents Associaton 
has objected to the proposal on 

the Ganavan road.

Flats at the forefront of new 
Stevenson Street building project

CHILDREN’S  success 
should not be measured just 
by academic examination 
results alone some council-
lors believe.

The Argyll and Bute execu-
tive committee was told at a 
recent meeting that this year’s 
examination results produced 
the highest ever Advanced 
Higher result by S6 pupils, 
at 16 per cent.

Argyll and Bute results 
remain above, or equal to, 
national levels and also those 
in comparable local authori-
ties like Highland, Dumfries 
and Galloway, South Ayrshire 
and Angus.

There was a sight dip in 
exam results in S4 and S5 but 
the move is towards looking 
at the results from S4 to S6 
as a whole because results 
can vary as there is more 

exams are sat.
But councillors felt that suc-

cess should not be measured 
by academic achievements 
alone – Skills for Work for the 
less academically minded but 
more practical students is also 
producing excellent results, 
which do not necessarily end 
up on a league table.

‘Vocational education needs 
to be measured better,’ said 
Councillor Gary Mulvaney.

Councillor Isobel Strang, 
education spokeswoman, 
said: ‘There is a lot more to 
schools than just examination 
results and HMI reports.’

And council leader Dick 
Walsh agreed: ‘Look at the 
cultural and musical achieve-
ments; we have some excel-
lent achievers in our com-
munity.’

Vocational 
education
needs a 
measure say 
councillors

o

Christmas Services at
St John’s Episcopal 

Cathedral
George Street, Oban

We give you a warm welcome to
St John’s Cathedral this Christmas

Children’s Christmas Tableau
At 10.15am Eucharist on Sunday 20th December
The children will tell the Christmas story, and at the 

end Christingles will be given out.

Carol Service
6.30pm Sunday 20th December

Let’s Go To Bethlehem
3.30pm Christmas Eve

Special service for children (and adults) as we build 
up the Christmas Crib and sing Christmas carols. 
Ends with juice and Christmas pies in the Narthex.

Christmas Eve
11.15pm Eucharist

The Provost will preach and celebrate to-night.

Christmas Day
9.30am Said Eucharist

11am Family Eucharist and Carols
Children please bring a Christmas toy to this service.

St. Columba’s 
Cathedral Oban

Bishop Joseph Toal and Canon Donald MacKay

Wish you all a peaceful, holy and 

Happy Christmas Season

THURSDAY 24th DECEMBER
6:30 p.m. Blessing of the Crib & Christmas Vigil Mass

11.30 p.m. Carol Service 

followed by Concelebrated Midnight Mass

Bishop Joseph Toal Principal celebrant

FRIDAY 25th DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS DAY

10:30 a.m. Christmas Day Mass

All Welcome

VISITATION AT TAYNUILT
Canon Fraser wishes you all a peaceful 

and Happy Christmas & New Year

Thursday 24th December

11.30 p.m. Carol Service

12.00 a.m. Midnight Mass

Friday 25th December

10.30 a.m. Children’s Mass

ALL WELCOME

Oban Congregational Church
( Find us at top of Argyll St.)

A Warm Welcome
On

Sunday 20th – Family Service
11.00 am

Thursday 24th – Candle Light Service
11.30 pm

Followed by Mulled wine and mince pies.

Friday 25th – Family Thanksgiving Service
11.00 am.

Kilmore & Oban Church of Scotland
Christmas Services

Light for all the family
Sunday 13th  Advent 3  10.00 Corran Esplanade

11.30 Glencruitten Road

Friday 18th  Christingle Service  6.30 Corran Esplanade

Sunday 20th  Advent 4  10.00 Corran Esplanade
Nativity  11.30 Glencruitten Road 

Thursday  Christmas Eve 
24th Christmas Family Service  7.00 Corran Esplanade 

9.00 Kilmore
Watchnight Service  11.30 Glencruitten Road

Friday  Christmas Day 
25th Christmas Day Service  10.30 Corran Esplanade

Family Faithshare: We look forward to welcoming 
you on January 31st

Mon-Fri 9am-1pm
Tel:01631 562405

E Mail:obancofs@btinternet.com
Website:www.obanchurch.com

Family Service
Sunday 20th December

10:30am at Main Hall, Oban High School

Christmas Day Family Service
11am at The Well, Lochavullin Rd, Oban

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

O
, c

om
e all ye faithful
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To discuss sponsorship 
opportunities in the Oban Times 
please call Isla on 01631 568000

CAMERON Harris of Highland Photos in Oban 
was the judge of last Monday’s competition – Most 
Commercially Viable Image ‘Food & Drink’ – at 
Oban Photographic Club’s weekly meeting in the 
Regent Hotel. 

Winner of the Highland Photos Trophy was Jim 
Kirkpatrick, Oban, who was also second. Corrine 
Allward, Duror, was third. 

Jim also received a voucher kindly donated by 
Oban Photographic Centre. 

Cameron Harris also brought along a selection 
of his own excellent images and explained what a 
saleable image should contain.

PICTURED at the recent Oban Speaker’s Club annual 
dinner held in the Regent Hotel, Oban, are, from below 
left, Carol Leech, Bill Leech, social secretary, guest 
speaker Kathryn Wilkie, president Tom Clegg and 
Elizabeth Little. Kathryn entertained the audience of 
members, family and friends with her speech on the ups 
and downs of life as a music teacher. 

Club meetings are held every second week in the 
Regent Hotel, Oban. The next one is on Thursday 
December 17 at 8pm. New members welcome.

MEMBERS of the Lorn  and Mid-Argyll Members’ 
Centre of the Scottish Wildlife Trust enjoyed an 
informative lecture given recently by David Ainsley 

Marine Protected Areas’.
David is concerned about the lack of protection for 

the marine environment, and members and guests 

Concerns were also raised that the re-opening the 

porpoise.
The next walk will be on  December 20 at Taynish 

National Nature Reserve  –  meet at main car park at 
10am. Phone David for details on 01852 300563.

OBAN’S ‘white building’ on 
the North Pier, which until 
October housed the Mod 
Shop, is being taken over 
by MacQueen Bros for its 

Opening on Saturday, it will 
be a shopfront for some of 
the furniture and household 
donations the removal and 
storage company receives at 

its Glengallan headquarters.
The voluntary organisation is 

run by directors and employees 
of MacQueen Bros in their 
spare time, during working 
hours and at evenings and 
weekends and involves them 
collecting donations from 
house clearances or receiving 
donations at Glengallan.

The Oban Times plays a part 

in that its under £50 section 
is heavily used to advertise 
many of the items which 
come in.

Volunteers are in the process 
of repainting the Community 

of course – and various 
prominent members of the 
community have been invited 
to the opening.

The North Pier building 
was in the process of being 
sold by owners Argyll and 
Bute Council to McKever 
Hotels, which owns the 
neighbouring St Columba 
Hotel, when the company 
went into administration in 
the summer.

Graham MacQueen told The 
Oban Times that councillors 

gone out of their way to help 
with a lease for the building 
meantime.

Around 30 organisations 
across Argyll, from schools to 
youth groups and voluntary 
organisations to events, have 
received funds from the 

December last year.

A FORMER Oban man who 
has spent the past 25 years 
working with young people 
has been convicted by an 
Oban jury of sexually abusing 
two boys.

Gerard Forsyth, aged 55, 
had denied the two offences 
of indecent practices which 
took place in Oban Youth and 
Community Centre, Soroba 
Lane, Oban, sometime 
between March 22 1979 and 
August 20 1980, when the 
two victims were between 12 
and 13 years old.

year old who works with the 
police in England, told the 
jury during the three-day trial 
that when he was aged 12 or 
13 he had taken part in three 
or four ‘sleep-overs’ in the 
small TV room in the centre, 
usually involving several 
youths and Forsyth.

On one occasion he was 
asked by Forsyth if he wanted 
to sleep over with just the 
accused and himself.

Some time in the night he 
woke up. ‘My jeans had been 
pulled down. I don’t know 
how far and the y-fronts I was 
wearing were pulled down as 
well,’ he said.

Forsyth was touching his 
private parts and had asked 

him, ‘Do you like that?’, 
to which he replied, no, 
and rolled over, pulling his 
sleeping bag up to his neck.

‘I wanted it to stop, what 
was happening to me. I 
was frightened. Gerry was 
someone who was very well 
known in the town and I felt 
if I said something against 
him then the people of the 
town would turn against me 
for it.’

Only as an adult had he told 
an ex-girlfriend and his best 
friend and then brought it to 
the attention of the police two 
years ago.

Risk
Advocate Catherine Smith 

asked him if he had not 
considered that others might 
be at risk if what he said was 
true and why he had not come 
forward previously.

‘It was something I tried 
very hard to blot out of my 
life, what had happened to 
me, something in my life I 
didn’t want to go back to,’ he 
said.

The second witness, also 

stayed over once, with two 
other boys, one of whom was 

Forsyth.
He said Forsyth had been 

on his left and the other two 
boys on his right. He said 
he felt a hand from the left 
pinch his side, he ‘froze’ and 
then he felt the hand go into 
his underpants and on to his 
private parts. 

He said Forsyth did not 
speak during the incident. 
He only told one person, the 

morning, and never mentioned 
it until approached by police 
in 2007.

‘I would never just come up 
and make up a story like that. 
I know what happened, Gerry 
Forsyth knows what happened 

what happened,’ he told the 
jury.

Advocate Miss Smith asked 
the second witness if he had 
seen who was touching him. 
He said he had not but he 
knew the hand was coming 
from the left.

Harris asked him if it had 
been either of the other two 
boys, to which he replied, 
no.

Forysth, of Kennishead 
Avenue, Thornliebank, 
Glasgow, who was brought 
up in Oban before leaving in 

had been ‘sleep-overs’ in the 

centre while he was the youth 
leader, usually before a trip 
or organised event but denied 
either of the offences had 
taken place.

‘I have never abused a child 
in my life, I have worked in 
Glasgow for 20-odd years and 
I have never been accused of 
anything and this has come out 
of the blue – quite shockingly 
– and it has affected my 
family and my wife, who has 
been supportive and it has 
wrecked my life,’ he said.

Forsyth has been working in 
various parts of the Glasgow 

community centres and 
working with young people 
in community education. He 
was suspended from his job 
when the allegations came to 
light.

Following the majority 
verdict, sentence was 
deferred on Forsyth, who was 
placed on the Sex Offenders’ 
Register, until January 6 for 
background reports.

Gerard Forsyth leaving court.

Oban jury told how youngsters were targeted on sleep-overs

Former youth
leader sexually
abused boys

IN LAST week’s Oban 
Times it was wrongly stated 
that MSP Jamie McGrigor 
had the highest expenses of 
all Highlands and islands 
MSPs when in fact they 
were only the third highest. 
The paper apologises to Mr 
McGrigor for this error.

MSP’s
expenses

STAY SAFE this festive 
period:

• Don’t leave drinks 
unattended – even if just 
nipping to the toilet

• Don’t leave bags 
unattended

• Stick with friends 
until the party ends; 
don’t go off alone

• Plan ahead, know 
how you are getting 
home, keep enough cash 
for the home journey, 
try to pre-book a taxi 
if not going by public 
transport, don’t accept 
lifts from cruising cabs 
or touts and try to go 
with a friend 

• Charge your mobile 
and make sure it is in 
credit

• Have keys handy 
when approaching your 
car or house

• Don’t drink and drive 
– even the morning 
after

• Keep valuables in the 
car hidden

• Keep cash cards and 
PINs safe and when 
using a cash machine 
make sure your PIN is 
not seen. 

Oban and Lorn road policing sergeant Stevie McAleer will help lead the area’s festive 
-

can MacIntyre and Donald MacDonald and Chief Inspector Judy Wilson. 07_t50fest01

Police warn against festive drink driving
THE NEW head of road 
policing in Argyll and Bute 
has warned drink/drugs 

be out in force over the festive 
period.

The message was particularly 
aimed at those who think that 
living in a remote area will let 
them go undetected.

Launching the Strathclyde 
Police Festive Safety 
Campaign in Argyll on 
Monday, Inspector Hugh 
O’Neill said: ‘There is a 
general public perception that 
due to the remoteness of some 
areas within Argyll that there 
is little likelihood of being 
caught for drink driving. That 
is not the case.

‘I would take this opportunity 
to ask all members of the 
Argyll community to work 
with their local police and 
ensure we all have a happy 
and enjoyable festive period 
which is not blighted by 
alcohol or drugs.’  

The campaign will last until 

high-visibility road checks, 

the streets to tackle anti-social 
behaviour and alcohol-fuelled 
violence. 

Superintendent Raymond

Park of LB division (Argyll), 
said: ‘Highly visible 

with the plain-clothes patrols 
will help to prevent some of 
the trouble associated with 

excessive drinking.
‘Those who want to cause 

trouble will be dealt with 
swiftly. As well as keeping 
people safe, the festive 
campaign will assist the night-

time economy by encouraging 
more people to celebrate in 
the town’s pubs, bars and 
restaurants. There’s no reason 
why people can’t go out and 
enjoy themselves.’

AN APPEAL to dig deeper 
than ever for this year’s 
Poppy Appeal in the Oban 
and Lorn area has been 
heard.

The Oban branch of the 
Royal British Legion, 
Scotland, which organised 
the Poppy Appeal in the 
area, has announced that 

This is an increase of 
more than £300 on last year, 
which in itself was a record-
breaker.

Bert MacBrayne, chairman 
of the Oban branch, said: 
‘That such a large amount 
of money can be collected 
in a relatively short period 
of time in our small area 
during a time of severe 

course, during the run up to 
Christmas speaks volumes 
for the generosity of the 
population who, year after 
year, have shown their high 
regard for our armed forces.’

Mr MacBrayne launched 
the Poppy Appeal in Oban 
this year by saying it was 
more necessary than ever 
with troops suffering injuries 
in Afghanistan and families 
losing loved ones.

He thanked businesses, 
large and small, for allowing 
poppies to be sold on their 
premises, those who manned 
the stalls, schoolchildren and 
army and sea cadets who 
pounded the streets.

‘EVERY school in this cradle 
of Gaelic in Argyll should be 
teaching Gaelic.’ That is the 
view of Councillor Robin 
Currie who said last week it 
should become compulsory 
for every primary school 
to offer some classes in the 
language.

At last week’s Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Islands Area 
Committee, he welcomed 
the progress being made to 
increase Gaelic teaching 
within Argyll and Bute 
Council’s schools. But 
Councillor Currie added that 
an act of parliament obliged 
the council to promote 
Gaelic: ‘So why are we 
not saying to every single 
primary school that you must 
teach Gaelic? 

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Gaelic plan, which has 
been approved by Bòrd 
na Gàidhlig, hopes to 
increase the teaching of 
Gaelic in primary schools 
by encouraging teachers to 
offer it, rather than make it 
compulsory. 

The council’s Gaelic 

Donald MacLeod, said 
he would ‘very much 
appreciate’ a decision to offer 
Gaelic in every school, but 
at the present time, raising 
awareness and persuasion 
were the chosen methods to 
promote it. 

Record
poppy
appeal

School
Gaelic plea

WE HAVE THEM ALL QUADBIKES,BUGGIES AND 2-WHEELERS

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY THIS XMAS

QUADS
QUADZILLA ZR50 C/W 

TRAILER,E/START, FULLY AUTO
£1,1150 (incl VAT)

QUADZILLA RT100 
E/START,REVERSE, FULLY AUTO

£1,350 (incl VAT)

QUADZILLA
PRO-SHARK 100S

WATERCOOLED, VERY RACY LOOKING
£1,550 (incl VAT)

QUADZILLA CVT150
E/START,REVERSE,RACK

£1,799 OR TFR £1,999

QUADZILLA 325E 4X4 
RACKS, WINCH, H/L BOX, ALLOYS & HITCH

£3,329 O.T.R.

2-WHEELERS
HONDA CRF100R 

5 SPEED,4 STROKE 
£1,680 (incl VAT)

HONDA XR125R 
TRAIL ON/OFF ROAD 
£2,499 O.T.R.

BAD BOY 50 ROADSTER 
ROAD LEGAL £1,150

USED
KAZUMA LT80 QUAD

E/START GOOD VALUE
£490

COYOTE PW80 
2 WHEELER, NICE

£690
HONDA XLR125R 

TRAIL ON/OFF ROAD ‘02
£1,450

Lorn Lines
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MOVES are afoot to try 
to preserve the long-term 
future of Killin’s old water 
mill beside the Falls of 
Dochart.

The building, owned by 
Stirling Council, houses 
the tourist information 
centre, run by Stirling 
District Tourism (SDT), 
and Breadalbane Folklore 
Centre.

But the centre was under 
threat earlier in the year 
when SDT ran out of money 

to operate it or Stirling’s 
Old Town Jail after a poor 
season the year before.

It was given a reprieve by 
Stirling Council which gave 
SDT £40,000 to keep the 
two going and the council 
has agreed to give £40,000 
for the 2010 season on 
condition that a detailed 
development plan involving 
SDT is brought forward.

Margaret MacIver, 
treasurer of Killin and 
Ardeoniag Community 

Development Trust, said 
there had been meetings 
with the council and 
SDT about the building 
and a questionnaire had 
previously been put out 
around the village looking 
for suggestions of what to 
do with the building in the 
long term.

‘It has got to be something 
sustainable,’ she said. ‘It is 
an old, listed building and 
no-one is going to want to 
take it on without knowing 

that they can keep it going.
‘A new water wheel was 

put in last year and the next 
thing we knew was the 
building was not going to 
open in the spring. It is an 
iconic building and nobody 
wants to see it pulled down 
and we do need a TIC but 
whether that’s the right place 
is a big question mark.’

KACDT was established 
to take forward the Killin 
Action Plan, including 
acquiring property where 

appropriate, but the group 
is reluctant to take the water 
mill on as it does not want a 
leased building.

Chariman of KACDT 
Willie Angus said that in 
his personal opinion it was 
not sustainable as a tourist 
information centre.

‘It is an icon for the village 
and the village is keen to 
maintain it in some way but 
quite how it can be made 
into something sustainable I 
don’t know.’

He said a lot of ideas came 
back from the questionnaire 
but nothing very productive. 
He also thought a visitor 
centre would be better in the 
centre of the village, where 
people could get to it easier 
and where it would be more 
visible.

It is understood that 
any future use for the 
Breadalbane Centre would 
also involve discussions 
with the National Trust for 
Scotland.

Moves to save old water mill beside the famous Falls of Dochart

ARGYLL and Bute made 
more than £21,000 in park-
ing penalties last year – less 
than half that of the previous 
year.
Following requests under 
the Freedom of Information 
Act the TaxPayers’ Alliance 
(TPA) has released figures 
comparing parking penalties 
in councils all over the UK.

In 2008-09 Argyll and Bute 
brought in £21,032 in parking 
penalties but the previous 
year it was £46,350.

The figure for last year 
amounts to an average 23 
pence per head of population 
in Argyll and Bute, consider-
ably less than Edinburgh, the 
highest in Scotland, where 
the average was £12 per per-
son in 2008-09.

Highland Council brought 
in £26,573 in 2008-09 in 
parking penalties, an average 
of 13p per head of population 
and £30,882 the previous 
year.

Comhairle na Eilean Siar’s 
parking penalties are all en-
forced by the police.

Income
from
parking
fines       
reduced

Adopt
a red 
phone
box
ICONIC red telephone boxes 
in Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
are being put up for adop-
tion.

From Appin to Arduaine 
and Dalmally to Easdale, 
BT is offering communities 
the chance to adopt their tel-
ephone boxes for the nominal 
sum of £1.

BT will remove all the tel-
ephone equipment and it 
would be up to each com-
munity to decided what use 
it would put the box to.

But Argyll and Bute Coun-

the phone boxes are in areas 
covered by mobile phone net-
works and are not necessary 
for emergencies before they 
are removed.

The phone boxes in ques-
tion are at Fasnacloich, Ap-
pin; Main Street, Connel; 
Stonefield, Achnalcloich, 
Oban; the village, Dalmally; 
Cladich Cottages, Claddich, 
Dalmally, Portsonachan, Dal-
mally; Kilmelford; Arduaine, 
and Easdale Island.

ONE OF Inveraray’s oldest 
buildings has been trans-
formed into modern flats, 
helping to boost the Royal 
Burgh’s housing stock.

Argyll Community 
Housing Association 
(ACHA) recently handed 

taking up residence in the 
Relief Land properties.

Relief Lane was built in 
1775 and is a categorised as 
a Grade A listed building.

Originally the building 

had eight bedsits on the 

in very poor condition, and 
ACHA was unable to let 
them due to dampness and a 
lack of demand for that size 
of property.

But thanks to a 
refurbishment programme 
carried out by Lochgilphead-

Construction Ltd, the 
bedsits have been converted 

There are now three two-

Sandra MacKenzie, 
chairwoman of ACHA’s 
Mid Argyll and Kintyre area 
committee, handed over the 
keys to the new tenants.

have been refurbished to 
a very high and modern 
standard. I’m delighted 

properties open.’
Rod Buchanan, ACHA’s 

local manager for Mid 

Argyll, thanked MacLeod 
Construction for its high 
standard of work, Historic 
Scotland for its assistance 
and all the staff at ACHA 
for their hard work.

Yvonne Lister, ACHA’s 
regional manger, added: 
‘We’re delighted to be able 
to provide much needed 
housing accommodation 
in Inveraray. With around 
4,000 applicants waiting to 
be re-housed, these homes 
are most welcome.’

Inveraray flats ready for residents
Sandra MacKenzie, pictured centre, hands the Relief Land tenants their keys. Also pictured, far left and right, 

are Rod Buchanan and Fiona Evany of ACHA. 06_a49acha01

ISLAY businesses fear for 
their livelihoods just a month 
after the Bank of Scotland 
announced its island-based 
business banking manager 
would be made redundant.

Islanders credit Islay Heads 
with getting them through 
the worst of recession but 
one businessman believes 
his absence could signal the 
death knell for at least three 
island businesses in the next 
couple of months.

Businessman Gus Newman, 
who runs Islay boatbuilding 
company Stormcats, said: ‘I 
used to speak to Islay Heads 
to get advice and discuss how 
my business could grow and 
in seven years I have gone 
from a one-man show to 
employing eight people.

‘Now I have to speak to 
advisors in a call centre who 
don’t have a clue about my 
business and don’t have time 
for a face-to-face meeting.

‘This will have a worse ef-
fect than the recession.’

One Islay haulage company 
owner said: ‘Because of the 
nature of my business I have 
constant outgoings and in 

are slower to pay up but the 
business banking manager 
always understood the nature 
of an island business.

‘My account was central-
ised four weeks ago and I 
have had more hassle in that 
time than I have had in four 
years of business. One day I 
asked my business advisor if 
she even knew where Islay 
was. ‘Somewhere on the 
west coast,’ was the reply. 

‘Recently, I was waiting on 
a payment and needed a loan 
of £200 just to put diesel in 
the tanks but my business 
advisor could not authorise 

tooth and nail just to keep my 
vans on the road!’

Highlands and Islands 
MSPs and Argyll and Bute 
MP Alan Reid have been 
lobbying the bank to rein-
state the business manager 
and a petition signed by 167 
businesses on Islay has been 
submitted to the bank.

Last week Argyll and Bute 
councillors unanimously 
backed an emergency motion 
put forward by Islay-based 
councillor Robin Currie. 
The motion expresses concern 
that the removal of the advi-
sor ‘will have a detrimental 
effect on small businesses in 
those communities, with a 
subsequent negative impact on 
already fragile economies’.

Following a meeting last 
week with Mr Reid MP, the 
bank’s commercial banking 
director Donald Kerr stated 
the post on the island would 
not be reinstated. 

However, he told Mr Reid 
that the bank was consider-
ing setting up a dedicated 
Highlands and Islands team 
who would deal with calls 
from business customers in 
the region.

The bank has stated that it 
will closely monitor the new 
business banking service. 

REPORT by 
EUAN PATERSON

Islay
backs
‘local’
bank
staff
Lack of local knowledge could signal 
death knell for island businesses

A REPORT by Argyll and Bute Council’s auditors has said 
it is on the right road to improvement. 

Following a best value audit of the council last December, 
chief executive Sally Loudon told councillors last week that 
the areas of weakness were being addressed. She added that 
the council is becoming more united and more business-
like.

She said: ‘It is extremely gratifying to learn that the work 
which everyone is putting in to improving the organisation 
is acknowledged and supported by independent experts,’ she 
said. ‘However, we will not take our foot off the pedal.’

Council’s report card 
states good progress

A LONG-serving member 
of the Association of Argyll 
and Bute Community Coun-
cils handed over the reins 
of secretary at the recent 
annual general meeting.

Geoffrey Page stepped 
down from the post after 
many years of unpaid ster-
ling work and tribute was 
paid to him by Nigel Millar, 

Helensburgh Community 
Council.  The post has been 
taken over by Iain A Mac-
Donald of Ardchattan CC, 
while Dunoon CC’s Anne 
Gabriel, who also thanked 
Mr Page for all his work, 
was voted back in as chair-
man. Vice-chairman is Katy 
Murray, Dunadd CC, and 
treasurer is Phil Risby.

Geoffrey Page is thanked by Association of Argyll and 
Bute Community Councils’ chairwoman Anne Gabriel

Community council secretary bows out

LARGE parts of the west 
Highlands and islands could 
become conservation areas 
for one of Scotland’s most 
iconic species – the golden 
eagle.

More than 350,000 hectares 
of northern and western Scot-

potential Special Protection 
Areas (SPAs) for the bird of 
prey which is synonymous 
with many of Scotland’s 
wildest landscapes.

There are six areas identi-
-

ing Moidart and Ardgour near 
Fort William, Glen Etive and 
Glen Fyne and almost the 
whole of the islands of Jura, 
Scarba and the Garvellachs.

Large areas of the Cairn-
gorms and Glen Affric are 
also included in the plans.

Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) will begin the three-
month consultation in Janu-
ary next year with supporting 
information available on 
its website from this week 
including boundary maps 
and the thinking behind site 
selection.

The golden eagle is Brit-
ain’s second largest bird 
of prey with a wingspan of 
approximately two metres. 
There are an estimated 442 
breeding pairs in the UK.

They are opportunistic feed-
ers preying on hares, grouse, 
deer calves, rabbits, seabirds 
and carrion in wild country-
side of peatlands, uplands and 
mountains.

Threats to the birds include 
disturbance, inappropriate 
development and land man-
agement and loss of habitat.

There are eight SPAs for 
golden eagles in Scotland 
including Cnuic agus Cla-
dach Mhuile (Mull Coast and 
Hills), the Cuillins on Skye, 
Lewis Peatlands, Harris and 
the Isle of Rum.

Susan Davies, SNH north 
areas director, said: ‘We wel-
come the possibility of more 
protected areas for golden 
eagles. As a top predator it 
is very much a barometer 
of the health of our natural 
environment. This bird is also 
a cultural icon and is often 
what people at home and 
abroad think of when they 
think of our country and our 
wildlife.’

A consultation report will be 
produced before the Scottish 
government decides whether 
to classify any of the sug-
gested areas as SPAs.

The golden eagle, one of 
Scotland’s most iconic 

species

Eagles spread 
their wings 
across the 
Highlands

ARGYLL and Bute MP Alan 
Reid has welcomed new al-
lowance rules for members 
of parliament.

Following the announce-
ment he said: ‘I have always 
believed that MPs should 
not decide our own salaries 
and allowances because this 

So I am pleased that the new 
Independent Parliamentary 
Standards Authority will de-
termine our allowances in 
future.

‘This should have happened 
years ago. 

‘I would also like to see our 
salaries and pensions decided 
independently,’ he added.

Argyll and Bute MP          
welcomes allowance ruling
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PUPILS from Fort William got into the 
Christmas spirit with a visit to the West 
Highland Museum.

The pupils held a Victorian Day on 
Monday December 7 when they dressed 
in Victorian costumes, had a ‘Victorian’ 

school morning and visited the museum 
in the afternoon. The museum’s outreach 
assistant Jane Patten gave a talk on the 
Victorian Christmas and showed the 
pupils round the 19th century exhibits in 
the museum in Fort William’s Cameron 

Square. The pupils also learned about the 
history of Christmas crackers, which were 
invented by Londoner Tom Smith in the 

on the way Christmas is celebrated in 
Britain today was also discussed.

A HIGHLANDS and islands MSP 
raised the question of patient transport 
in Lochaber at the Health and 
Wellbeing question time in the Scottish 
Parliament.

Mary Scanlon, Conservative health 
spokeswoman told the parliament 
that Sunart Community Council 
had contacted her to raise concerns 
over the poor quality of the patient 
transport service that is available in its 
community and throughout Lochaber.

This has resulted in missed hospital 
appointments and stress and anxiety 
for patients. 

An urgent meeting that was agreed in 
February with the Scottish Ambulance 
Service took place in June and the 
patient transport representative could 
not attend the most recent meeting in 
November.

Mrs Scanlon said: ‘I asked the health 
secretary to investigate and intervene 
on behalf of patients in Lochaber 
and throughout the Highlands who 

are dependant on patient transport.
The health secretary assured me that 
the ambulance service will set out its 
strategic plan for the next few years, a 
core part of which will be how it will 
improve the patient transport service.

‘She also stated that the function of 
the ambulance service, including its 
patient transport service, is to transport 
patients with a clinical need.

Anxiety
‘In remote and rural areas the 

resources and services are often not in 
place to provide patients with a clinical 
need to get to appointments which 
creates a huge anxiety for many people 
who rely on this.

‘Many patients worry that they are 
put back on the waiting list for another 
appointment due to missing their slot, 
through no fault of their own. 

‘I will be monitoring the situation 
to ensure patients who have a clinical 
need are provided with this service as 
promised by the health secretary.’

SCOTLAND’S new 
education secretary has 
outlined his vision for 
creating a new generation 
of Gaelic speakers.

Delivering the annual 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig lecture 
at the Gaelic College 
in Sleat on the island of 
Skye, Michael Russell 
MSP said that a focus on 
early years, school, adult 
and community learning 
will be vital in halting 
the decline in the number 
of people speaking the 
language.

Mr Russell added 
that all agencies must 
work together to ensure 
delivery structures in 
these areas are operating 
effectively. To support 
this Mr Russell has 
committed £50,000 for 

MG Alba, working with 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig, to 
provide a new website 
providing extra resources 
and support for Gaelic 
learners. Michael Russell 
said: ‘We have an urgent 
task. Our aim is to halt 
the decline of Gaelic 
and the only way we 
can achieve this is by 
increasing the number 
of people speaking and 
using the language. 

‘This requires a fresh 
look at our priorities, 
the funding we provide 
and the methods we are 
employing.

‘Languages die every 
day and I believe we have 
a responsibility to ensure 
that does not happen to 
Gaelic. We need to ensure 
that everything we do in 

this area supports our aim 
of increasing the number 
of people speaking and, 
most importantly, using 
the language.

Professor Boyd 
Robertson, principal 
of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
said: ‘Sabhal Mor 
Ostaig has contributed 
greatly to the numbers 
of people learning Gaelic 
in Scotland and the 
college is committed to 
increasing opportunities 
for students to acquire 

both on campus and by 
distance learning. 

‘We look forward to 
working with Bord na 
Gaidhlig and others at 
what is a crucial time for 
the development of the 
language.’

ON SATURDAY November 
21, at around 7pm, police in 
Lochaber received a report 
regarding four youths who 

the rear of a public house in 
Caol.

extinguished by the attending 

SOMETIME between 
10.30pm on Wednesday 
November 25 and midday 
the following day, a gents 
mountain bike was stolen 
from Lundavra Road, Fort 
William.

ABOUT 6.15pm on Saturday 
November 28 a shop window 
was smashed in Inverlochy, 
Fort William.

AT AROUND 1am on 
Tuesday December 1, the 
Corpach Hotel was broken 
into and a bottle of alcohol 
stolen.

ABOUT 1.30am on Friday 
December 4, a van was 
damaged on Carn Dearg 
Road, Claggan.

 Anyone with knowledge 
of these incidents is asked to 
contact Fort William Police 
Station on 01397 702361 

01397 702000. 

Police 
files

Pupils from Fort William Primary School learned the history of the Christmas cracker during a visit to the West Highland 
Museum in Fort William. 10_f50victorian01

Fort William pupils go crackers for Christmas

Kirsty Bryden pictured with one of the children at the 
orphanage in Mozambique.

Charity worker’s 
Christmas plea
A YOUNG Lochaber woman 
who is charge of an orphanage 
in Mozambique at the tender 
age of 19, is appealing for 
help from Lochaber to give the 
orphans a proper Christmas.

Kirsty Bryden from 
Lochailort left Mallaig High 
School and started working as a 
volunteer with Banavie special 
needs children as a classroom 
assistant.

She then enrolled in a charity 
called Over The Wall and 
took two weeks off from work 
regularly to go to camps where 
she looked after children who 
were terminally ill. 

As Kirsty’s love of helping 
grew she became more and 
more determined to help those 
less fortunate. 

This year Kirsty allowed 
herself a weekend break during 
the summer with friends before 
departing to Mozambique with 
her 21-year-old boyfriend Luke 
Smith who was raised on the 
Isle of Muck. 

Luke also has a strong drive to 
help others and decided to join 
with Kirsty in their plan to go 

to Africa in order to help make 
a difference to the orphans.

Kirsty’s dad John Bryden 
said: ‘Kirsty has always been a 
bit like a ‘mother hen’ looking 
after kids, even when she was a 
very small girl. 

‘As Kirsty’s love of helping 
grew she became more and 
more determined to help those 
less fortunate. Every penny she 

ever earned was placed into 
her help fund. They funded 
the entire trip themselves, 

without asking for charity.
‘During their stay they have 

been eating a minimal diet of 
bread rolls, rice or pasta. 

‘Kirsty has been teaching the 
kids at the school which Luke 
is trying to repair.’ 

John added that Kirsty had e-
mailed him last week saying: 
‘Luke and I have been left to 
look after the 130 kids over 
Christmas but we have run out 
of cash so can you see what you 
can do. 

‘The kids have never had 
a Christmas before. Aid 
workers have always had to 
tell them Santa can’t afford to 
travel so far south or he has run 
out of presents.’

Kirsty has the ability to go 
to nearby towns and order 
supplies but she just does not 
have the funds at the moment, 
however she wants the kids to 
have a real Christmas.

She would also like to buy a 
music player and get enough 

so she can cook for the kids.
John added: ‘These are our 

Lochaber youngsters, a 19-
year-old ‘mother’ to 130 kids 
and a 21-year-old ‘father’. How 
it shows that not all teenagers 
should be steroetyped.

‘If ever two kids deserved 
recognition of services above 
and beyond it is these two.’

Increasing speakers 
key to Gaelic future

Remote patient 
transport discussed 
in parliament

an agreement with Locheil Estate to 
develop a 105-acre site at Blar Mhor in 
Fort Willliam.

The site has been allocated for mixed-
use development including retail, 
community uses, business and leisure 
in Highland Council’s West Highland 
and Islands Local Plan.

David Milloy, Miller Developments’ 
joint managing director, said: 

many years. 
‘Blar Mhor has the capability of 

sustaining a wide range of uses which 
will enhance and complement what 
the town currently offers. Miller 

expertise to take a development of this 
scale forward and to completion.

Consultation
‘We have commenced a dialogue 

with Highland Council and as 
new regulations require we will be 
undertaking a full consultation exercise 
in the New Year. 

‘This will enable us to ensure that 
the public’s views help us to shape the 
masterplan for the whole site.’

Drink drivers 
could face 
losing
vehicles
POLICE in Lochaber are 
warning drink drivers they 
could face losing their 
licences and their vehicles 
with the introduction of strict 
new measures.

Northern Constabulary’s 
festive safety campaign 
is also being backed by 
the Army who are keen to 
provide support for their 
troops returning from 
Afghanistan.

The main thrust of this 
year’s campaign is the 
introduction of the Scottish 
Vehicle Foreiture scheme, 
which will run for the 
duration of the campaign.

Drivers face the possibility 
of being detained for 
court and, on information 
provided by the police, 
application may be made by 
the Procurator Fiscal to the 
court for forfeiture of the 
vehicle.

Andrew Laing said: ‘As a 
result of joint work by police 
and prosecutors this year, 
drink drivers can expect not 
only to lose their liberty but 
also their vehicle.’

Blar Mhor developers 
appointed

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
READ...
HEALTH, 
WEALTH & 
HAPPINESS:
Fifty tips to 
change your 
life.
ABOVE 
SCOTLAND:
Spectacular 
aerial photos 
of the nation.
DUNBLANE:
Exploring the 
charms of 
a town with 
a religious 
heritage.
THE REAL FACE OF BURNS:
Can we be sure what Robert 
Burns really looked like?

WIN...
WIN: A stay at Inchmarlo Resort and Golf 
Club; WIN: Two nights for four plus golf at 
the doubletree by hilton dunblane hydro 
hotel
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COOKING UP A BURNS 
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A DAY IN 
DUNBLANE
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50Health, wealth& happiness
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WIN two nights for four plus golf at the Doubletree by Hilton Dunblane Hydro Hotel

NEW YEAR TIPS
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www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

To all my relatives 
and friends from 

Hugh Harvey, 
Oban

Merry Christmas

Christmas GreetingsPublished on 
17th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
TO FRIENDS WITH YOUR PHOTO FOR 
ONLY £30 OR FOR JUST £20 YOU CAN 

SEND A FESTIVE MESSAGE USING ONE OF 
OUR SMALLER CHRISTMAS TEMPLATES.

A

C

D

ONLY £30 (inc. VAT.) OPTION A    ONLY £20 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS B,C OR D.

20 words maximum 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME......................................................
ADDRESS .................................................
....................................................................
......................... Tel.....................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

SEASONS
GREETINGS

To all friends 
and family 
from Morag 
Nicoll, Appin

SADIE 
MACINTOSH
Would like to wish 
everyone a peaceful 
Christmas and a 
Good New Year

B

Merry Christmas 
to all my relatives and 
friends from Daniel.

YOUR
PHOTO
HERE!

D

CHRISTMAS 
GREETINGS

COMMUNITY
NOTICEBOARD

gigguide
argyll

your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Every Thursdays > Karaoke
The Woody

Friday 11 December > Tim O’Connor
Markie Dans

11, 12,18, 19 December > Christmas Party
Skipinnish 10PM - £8 Ceilidh Discos

Saturday 12 December > Brass Monkeys
The Woody

Saturday 12 December > Tim O’Connor
Markie Dans

Thursday 17 December > Acoustic Session
Markie Dans (come along for a song)

Friday 18 December > Brass Monkeys
The Woody

Saturday 26 December > Chunks
Markie Dans

Saturday 26 December > Danny Carroll
The Woody

Saturday 26 December > Boxing Day Party
Skipinnish 10PM - £5 with house DJs

1st January 2010 > New Years Day
Skipinnish 9PM - £10 Extravaganza!

what’son
Various > Ballet, Jazz
Ballet West Classes Body conditioning
Tel: 01866 822641

Various > Kundalini Yoga
Energie Fitness
Tel: 01852 300174 for details

Mondays > Pilates
Rockfield Primary Campus
6.30pm

Mondays & Wednesdays > Pilates
Energie Health & Fitness Club
Monday 11am / Wednesday 7pm

Thursdays > Beginners Tai Chi
Church of Scotland Centre
7.45pm

Saturdays > Gymnastics with Nikki
Oban Primary Campuss - Suitable for all ages 12-4pm
tel: 01631 770656 or 01355 904714 Magic Show

December > The Vatersay Boys
Various venues - www.thevatersayboys.com

Thursday 17 December > Local Producers
Victory Hall, Benderloch Christmas Fayre

Sat 12 & Sun 13 December > Christmas Shopping
Seahorse Shop, Port Appin

Saturday 13 December > Aleksander Kudajczyk
St John’s Cathedral 3pm

Local
Producers
Christmas

Fayre
Thursday 17 December

Victory Hall, Benderloch,
10 am to 3 pm

5.30 pm - 8.00pm
LOTS TO BUY,
EAT AND DO

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

IT WAS pantomime time again 
in Oban last week and the 
packed Corran Halls audiences 
were delighted by Spotlight 
Musical Theatre Group’s 
sparkling production of Robin 
Hood: Babes in the Wood. ‘Oh 
yes they were!’

All the ingredients of a 
traditional panto were displayed 
in abundance. There were 
goodies and baddies, singing 
and dancing, romance and 
laughs, all served up with 100 
per cent fun and enthusiasm by 
a talented cast.

Our hero Robin Hood, played 
by the swashbuckling  Roddy 
MacEachen, attempts to win 
Maid Marian (the marvelous 
Ellie Cooper) from the evil 
clutches of the Sheriff of 
Nottingham (John Robinson) 
who had a number of children 
(and some adults too) wishing 
they had a sofa to hide behind 
whenever he swaggered 
terrifyingly on to the stage.

Robin Hood was helped by 
his band of Merry Men- a not-
so traditional bunch including 
a  camp Little John in pink 
tights (Ian Henry), an Irish 
Friar Tuck (Michael Wall) and 
a German Alan A’Dale (played 
with Pythonesque zaniness by 
Bill Matthews). Not forgetting 
his Merry Woman, Willamina 
Scarlet (the lovely Fiona 
Brydon) and his Merry Horse, 
the hilarious Dobbin Hood 
(Lesley Duncan and Freddie 
Baker).

The actual Babes in the 
Wood, Milly and Tilly (the 
excellent Jessica and Lauren 
May) are protected from the 
Sheriff’s hired kidnappers, 
the wonderfully silly Ruff and 

Ready (Frances Melville and 
Kevin Baker), by all our heroes 
especially Dame Daisy, played 
with consummate skill by Colin 
Felgate.

There were too many 
fantastic moments to recount 
them all but highlights 
included a troupe of dancing 
rabbits performing Michael 
Jackson’s Thriller, a marauding 
bear (Peter MacArthur), Sue 
Baker’s Michael Crawford 
impression (in a rabbit suit…) 
which had the audience in 

with The Monster of the Moat 
which brought proceedings to 
a stupendous climax. Some 
technical problems with sound 
were the only gripe but being 
lucky enough to see the show 
twice the second time round 
they had been sorted out.

The whole production looked 
spectacular with dazzling effects 
and the Statues (Amy King and 
Kate MacGregor) adding an 
extra degree of elegance to the 
stage. The singing and dancing 
of both principals and chorus 
was up to Spotlight’s usual 
high standard, indeed some of 
the young ladies of the chorus 
(Allison Elliot, Zophie Horsted, 
Iona Robertson and Lauren 
Angus) could give anyone on 
The X Factor a run for their 
money.

It was a wonderful evening’s 
entertainment and Producer/
Director Stephen Day, 
Choreographer Louisa Hyde 
and the whole of Spotlight 
Musical Theatre Group should 
be congratulated for producing 
such a fantastic pantomime for 
the people of Oban to enjoy.
As reviewed by Toastie

Frantic
fun in the 
festive
forest

Statues Amy King and Kate MacGregor brought added elegance to Oban’s pantomine stage

Robin Hood: 
Babes in the Wood 
brings the house 
down at Corran Halls
Traditional panto with a twist

A POLISH virtuoso, who was discovered playing 
on the chapel piano in Glasgow University when he 
worked there as a cleaner, will perform a recital in 
Oban to celebrate the work of Fryderyck Chopin.

Next year is the 200th anniversary since the birth 
of Chopin and Aleksander Kudajczyk will perform 
some of his work at St John’s Cathedral, Oban, this 
Sunday.

Aleksander has been hailed by many music critics 
as a musical genius and is world renowned for the 
unusual way he was discovered. 

A graduate of one of Poland’s most prestigious 

an Honours Degree in Music and Teaching. 
The performance, which begins at 3pm, will be 

will consist mostly Chopin, with a touch of 
Rachmaninov.

Tickets can be bought at the door or at Oban 
Music.

Polish virtuoso to play 
Chopin in St John’s Oban

WHEN an Oban man called 

helpers came out in force. 
And as David Stoddart’s 

airing on the red carpet the 
production team name Oban 

the real stars of the show.
  Justine Watson a producer 
at the National Film and 
Television School in London, 
where David is a student, 
said: ‘After our experiences 

thank everyone from Oban 
and Argyll who helped us 
in the making of Solstice. It 
was an extremely ambitious 

could not have been achieved 
without the support of the 
Oban community. 

‘As a crew, who are 

the unfailing generosity, 
kindness and talent have 
inspired our whole team. 

‘We are incredibly grateful 
for the time and energy 

  ‘The welcome we received 
in Oban exceeded all our 
expectations.’

privately screened at the 
Highland Theatre over the 
coming weeks and will then 
be making an appearance 

globe.

maker is 
helped by 
community
Private screening 
due shortly

A HOLLY Tea in the Oban primary school 
campus brought Christmas cheer to little Andie 
Macleod when she met Father Christmas.

been a very good girl but confessed that she 
wouldn’t be able to make him a cup of tea as 
she was ‘too wee to touch the kettle.’

The fundraiser, held to raise money for the 
school Parents and Teachers Association, was 
a great success. Jo Woolnough, the chair of 

say a massive thank you to all the businesses 
who donated so many generous prizes to this 

given to the Holly Tea.
‘The level of support, particularly from 

smaller local shops and restaurants, in what was 
a very challenging year has been staggering 
and is a credit to the business community of 
Oban.’Andie Macleod  was delighted to meet 

Santa at the Holly Tea. 16_t50rock03

Santa comes to tea at Rockfield

Oban Bowling Club had great fun at their Christmas coffee morning. The club were 
hoping to raise money to pay for work on the green – so when they totted up more 

than £600 they were ‘delighted’. Ann Campbell, president of the bowling club, said: 
It was a great day and I would like to thank everybody who helped out.’ 16_t50bowl01

Coffee morning success for Oban 
bowlers raises cash for green repairs

FACE West Fitness will be taking the high road to raise 
money for Calum’s Cabin. The 11-mile charity walk 
will be held on December 20 starting at Dunstaffnage 
car park and ending at Ganavan.

Walking for Calum’s Cabin

Dennis Hardley Photography Presents

To view all prints in the range go to www.scotphoto.com/prints.html

A new range 
of super sized 

stretched 
canvas prints

Local and 
Scenic views

The perfect Christmas gift
Large display, available from

House and Home & Mathesons Furniture store Oban.

Cairndow Clay 
Target Club
50 DTL 

Turkey Shoot
on Saturday 

12 December

in aid of Erskine Hospital

Oban & Lorn 
Lions Club

Santa
will visit
Co-op,

Soroba Road, Oban

Sat, 12th and 19th 
December.

Aleksander Kudajczyk
plays

Chopin and Rachmaninov
‘Absolute bliss - brilliant’
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Sunday 13th December, 2009 at 3pm
Tickets £10/8 Child £2 from Oban Music

Tel 01631 566304 or on door

Special Christmas Shopping Days

Port Appin, Saturday 12th 
and Sunday 13th December 

Beautiful gifts, relaxed shopping 
Free mulled wine and mince pies,

 plus 10% off everything

10.30am to 4.00pm

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

BUDDY
 A nice neutered boy.  Heinz 57.  

Good with other dogs.  Needs a busy home.

Please phone Jean 
on 01631 566406 after 8pm.

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 

Reg. charity SCO13211

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.ukCinema The Highland Theatre

Cert PG 95min
DAILY 6.30
SAT/SUN MATINEE 1.45, 4.00

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

Cert U 913min
DAILY 6.15
SAT/SUN MATINEE 1.30, 3.45

A CHRISTMAS 
CAROL

THE
INFORMANT

Cert 15 108 min
DAILY 8.30 (Except Tues & Thurs)

HARRY 
BROWN

Cert 18 103min
DAILY 8.30

AVATAR Cert 12A 166 min
Thursday 17th December 8.30pm
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Beachd AileinA QINETIQ managing 
director has warned staff at 
the Hebrides Range on South 
Uist that if they thought this 

to sources at the range.
Rejected

managing director of Test 

faced with the redundancy 

on strategic grounds by

But MoD contractor 
QinetiQ has said that as the 

by the MoD and rejected 

Hebrides Range insiders 

in his address to them had 

he used his visit to harangue 
staff.

Press leaks 

and he threatened that 

than this year. His tone was 

be a change of government 

MoD decision announced 

our customer to meet its 
requirements for test and 

MoD Hebrides range and 

‘At the request of the 

we are continuing to 

Hebrides Range which 

by the Integrated Air Range 

safeguard the future of the 

seen the Hebrides Range 

after visiting the site in 

minister Quentin Davies 

account the interests of the 

community in the Western 

Uist range workforce remain 
uncertain of their future

THE NATIONAL Trust 

recent announcements to the 

The trust says it now wants 

massive resource demands 

NTS north manager 

around the same time as 

base there. We managed to the winter.

not on. We want now to be 

Mr Bennet said when the 

consequences.

demand on resources and on 

Mr Bennett added that 

when the new management 

to raise funds to manage the 

site.

the MoD who were using it 

and base for various trust 

On the issue of Western 

St Kilda – undoubtedly the ‘jewel in the crown’

NTS knew of MoD plans to leave St Kilda
commissioned by The 

It was created by 

at various destinations 

First Pictish 
throne to be 
commissioned
in 1,000 years

Well done the Highland Constabulary who dissuaded 
the anti-Afghan war demonstrator who was proposing 
to throw eggs during the Inverness march-past of the 
Black Watch last Thursday. Not only would this have 
been shameful for most Highlanders, but it would also 
have been a totally pointless and misdirected protest.

them. Political leaders lead countries to war, and it is 
they who should witness any public protest. 

My grandfather had a saying, ‘Any fool can start a war 
but it takes a clever man to make peace!

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

No-one knows your
community like you



Thursday 10 December, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

PRESS POLICY

Glasgow Letter

Islay Letter

The Oban Times
& West Highland Times

10 LETTERS

Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

It’s ‘Finlaggan’ 
THE NAME of the new Islay ferry, 
presently being built in Poland for 
Caledonian MacBrayne, is to be 
Finlaggan.

This was chosen in a four-week public 
vote in which Finlaggan, the ancient 
seat of the Lords of the Isles, received 
more than 70 per cent of the votes.
Other names included in the ‘name the 
ship’ poll were Lochiel, Pioneer and 
Glendale. The choice of names caused 
local controversy and islanders were 
vociferous in condemning the choices 
offered as it seemed no consideration 
had been given to including the name 
Islay in the title. 

A request for the inclusion of the Isle
of Islay in the ballot was rejected by 
Caledonian Maritime Assets Limited. 

The new ship will be launched next 
year and two lucky winners from the 
ballot will attend the ceremony. 

Finlaggan will be introduced to the 

new vessel to serve the island in 37 
years.

Mod matters 
CAOLILA resident Neil MacLean has 
been re-elected as chairman of Meur
Ile of An Comunn Gaidhealach. 

bench is treasurer Christine Skipper 
who takes over from Sheena MacKellar
who has relinquished the post 
because of her work commitments. 
Neil Woodrow will continue to be 

responsible for local Mod arrangements 
and former secretary Fiona MacGregor
will undertake responsibility for the 
allocation of trophies. 

The branch has also decided that next 
year’s island Mod will be held in the 
local high school on Saturday June 5. 

Christmas fund 
raising
THE IDEA’S resource centre at 
Bowmore was transformed into a 
winter wonderland for the charity’s 
Christmas fair on November 28. 

Soup and sandwiches warmed 

weight of home-baking, produce and 
craftwork, much of which was created 
by members themselves. 

The event raised in excess of £700 
and donations are still being received. 

More Christmas fare was available at 
the Round Church coffee morning held 
in Bowmore on the same day. 

A steady stream of supporters were 
tempted by the attractions on offer 
and their generosity boosted the kirk’s 
coffers by £510. 

United churches 
THE ISLAND’S Baptist congregations 
hosted an inter-church Christmas
celebration in their Bowmore premises 
on December 5. 

The service was led by congregation 
member Rae Woodrow and also featured 
the church’s praise band. Scripture 
lessons and Christmas-themed readings 

were read by representatives from the 
various churches and a short address 
on the Advent message was given by 
Stewart Newall, an active member of 
the Dunoon Baptist community. He
was deputising for former minister 
the Rev Jon MacGhee who had to call 
off his island visit owing to a family 
bereavement.

This was an enjoyable evening of 
Christmas praise much enjoyed by the 
encouraging numbers present. 

Top selling drams 
AMONG the top performing whisky 
brands at a recent auction held at 
Bonhams in Edinburgh were a selection 
of locally produced spirits. 

Highlights of the sale included a Black 
Bowmore 1964 which went for £3,000, 
a 40-year-old Laphroaig realised 
£1,200 and a Port Ellen Maltings 21- 
year-old sold for £1,620. 

There was more triumph for 
Bowmore when its 35-year-old from 
1964 attracted a winning bid of £2,760. 
Bowmore also enjoyed further success 
at Christies recent auction in New
York. 

Its famous 1964 Trilogy, which 
included the newly released Gold 
Bowmore, the 2008 White Bowmore 
and the Black Bowmore from 2007, 
sold for $21,600. 

This was a large increase on the asking 

wide interest in collectable spirits. 
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay, PA43 7JX. Tel. 01496 810658.

The Oban Times needs your help. A reader submitted this photograph and wonders if anyone knows when and 
where it was taken. It is believed to be somewhere in Mid Argyll. Please contact the editor at the address below 

The Oban Times
The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or 

email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone 
number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Can readers solve photo mystery? 

Council saving 
money on grit
Sir,
Argyll and Bute Council 
seem to be on a money-
saving spree. 

A shopper in Dervaig village 
on Monday November 30, 
having seen a lorry sliding 
on the icy street, phoned 
the council to ask for some 
gritting to be done only to 
be told: ‘This road is not 
a priority and anyway just 
wait a bit and the sun will 
melt the ice!’
George A Clarke, Torloisk. 

Barcaldine
will not say no 
to cheap heat
Sir,
‘A prophet is not without 
honour, save in his own 
country. Man is an ungrateful 
beast.’

I say to Fergus Tickell and 
his biomass power station 
project, come to forestry 
country - a’ blealaich. Come 
to Barcaldine. 

We won’t say no to cheap 
heat. We’ve got a factory 
ready and waiting. We’ll be 
your guinea pigs.
Margaret MacKay, 
Barcaldine. 

Mystery
solved?
Sir,
I may be able to shed some 
light on one of the mysteries

mentioned by Louise Lee 
in her article about the
sinking of the SS Arandora
Star and the beached lifeboat 
on Mull.

On June 22 1940, a lifeboat 
from the Arandora Star
was recovered from the
sea off the north-west coast 
of County Donegal and 
when examined was found
to be riddled with 
bullet holes. This led to 
speculation that the British
had either shot the 
lifeboats to prevent them 
being used or actually

lifeboats and their occupants 
to prevent them from
escaping after the ship went 
down.

Arandora
Star and personal
accounts of the events 
written by survivors make 
no mention of such callous
behaviour on the part of 
the British guards. Surely 
such an act would not
have gone un-noticed?

I think a more simple 
explanation can account 
for the bullet holes as well
as the lack of other 
lifeboat remains being 
recovered whole. Of the 14
lifeboats on board, only 
12 were launched so this 
leaves 10 unaccounted for.
It is my understanding 
that it was routine practice 

upon empty, drifting 
lifeboats in order to sink 
them and prevent them

becoming a hazard to 
shipping. In addition 
it was thought that any
vessel which altered 
course or slowed down to 
inspect a lifeboat could
easily become a ‘sitting 
duck’ for an enemy U-boat 
in the area.

For more information and 
photographs - including 
the Mull lifeboat - readers
may be interested to visit the 
Isle of Colonsay website at
w w w. c o l o n s a y. o r g . u k 
where under history on the 
main menu bar, I have a
section dedicated to the 
memory of all those 
lost in the tragic events
almost 70 years ago.

As regards the other 
mystery mentioned by 
Louise Lee, how the red
shoe came to be found is 
anyone’s guess. 
Alan Davis, Newcastle 
upon Tyne.

Excellent care
Sir, 
May I say how pleased 
I was to receive such 
excellent treatment in
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
Day Bed Unit, Oban, whilst
having a minor operation 
recently. 

All the staff 
were very helpful,
comforting and caring which 
made a stressful experience 
a great deal easier. We are 
blessed to have such a hospital 
on our doorstep and I would
like to take this opportunity 
to show my appreciation 

and gratitude to
all the medical staff for their 
sterling work. 
Name and address 
supplied.

A grand job
in Taynuilt
Sir,
I would like to say thank 
you to all the volunteers 
who kept Taynuilt bright 
and cheerful all summer 

and Irene Piggot who 
supplied and planted tubs 
and hanging baskets; Euan 
and Helen MacDonald who 
dug and watered the plot; the 
youth club and parents who 
planted the plot; Murray Sim 
for watering the tubs and 
baskets and Argyll and Bute 
Council for supplying plants 
for the plot. 

You all did a grand job.
Cathie Reid, Strathview, 
Taynuilt. 

Petition
Sir,
A countrywide petition 
can now be viewed on the 
number 10 website at www.
petitions.number10.gov.uk/
pensionsoldage to try to get 
an increase in the old age 
pension, so please view it if 
possible.

Readers who have no 
access to the internet could 
write to your member of 
parliament mentioning this 
petition and asking them to 
support it.
F E Sharpe, Plymouth.

How long can this weekly 
insult go on?

What?
Another
makeover?
FOR ALMOST as long as 
I can remember what was 
once called the Scottish 
Tourist Board, but is now 
called VisitScotland, has 
been in trouble. 

called Visitor Information 
Centres (VICs), not Tourist 
Information Centres as they 
were before, are subject to 
closure at the whim of some 
anonymous minion. 

Tobermory is the latest to 
lose out with all questions 
about Mull and Iona now to 
be answered at the VIC at 
Craignure.

I can see the logic of what 
was the future forecast of 
Peter Lederer, the chairman. 

He thought it absurd that 
large town-centre premises 
should be devoted to TICs/ 
VICs and a large area of retail 
space, which has always 
been a bone of contention 
with local shopkeepers, and 
proposed that the T/VICs 
should be closed and, where 
possible, sold.

The VIC services would be 
offered in kiosks in tourist 
orientated businesses. But 
we seem to be too busy 
organising loss-making 
jamborees in Edinburgh to 
care.

These seem to be owing 
somewhere between £½
and £¾ of a million pounds 
that is not going to be paid, 
forcing some of the smaller 
contractors into receivership. 
Shame on the Tourism 
Minister for welshing on 
what should have been paid 

But, don’t worry, the 
current jolly ruse is a make-
over with new uniform, 

identity in a predominantly 
thistle-purple shade. 

Let’s abolish VisitScotland, 

and put the running of 
tourism back in the hands of 
those who know most about 
it – those  who have invested 
their cash in it and understand 
the tourist’s needs. 

Sensible
suggestion
MOST of us are bored 
beyond compare by the 
current announcement on 
BBC television from the BBC 
Trus(t)  the latter ‘t’ is never 
pronouced and suggests 
that the trust is some sort of 
support equipment - which 
wants us to know that BBC 
Alba is up for being shown 
on Freeview. Who cares?

What many of us do 
object to is that this 
mini-corporation will be 
broadcasting a Hogmanay 
ceilidh from Oban’s 
Argyllshire Gathering Hall 
while totally ignoring the 
much bigger Hogmanay 

Tesco’s car park which 
stars Donnie Munro and 
Skerryvore.

That’s what should be seen 
live from Oban in the early 
minutes of 2010, not yet 
another ceilidh. 

We have had more than 
enough in 2009!

What’s a 
long time                
in politics?
THE SNP answer must be 
seven days.

Michael Russell is now 

inner sanctum of Alex 
Salmond’s cabinet when 
just 12 days ago it looked as 

manager might take him to 
political Siberia for a period 

manager slandered and 
libelled a number of 
prominent Scots who do not 
ascribe to Scotland being a 
Soviet Socialist republic. 

Mike Russell could hardly 
have been ignorant of the 
sort of material as there 
would have been party 
members only too happy 
to tell him or he has been 
so busy producing the draft 
referendum Bill that he has 
been slaving over his word 
processor and not mixing 
with those sad people in the 
SNP who have nothing better 
to do than ‘blog’ on so that 
their pathetic views will give 
them a spurious noterity.

Of course this ‘livid 
underbelly’ of the SNP as 
Annabel Goldie called it is 
nothing new. 

I well remember when the 
late John MacKay – later Lord 
MacKay of Ardbreckenish – 
received hate mail addressed 
to ‘The Quisling’ who 
lives at … I, myself, have 
also received abusive and 
threatening letters after I had 
the temerity to question the 
thought – are there any more  
of Alex Salmond? 

Indeed, there is one lady 
who always objects to my 
thoughts reaching the public 
while hers don’t. No! I’m 
not naming her but know 
that her republican rage will 
drive her to do something 
stupid.

Well, Mr Russell didn’t 
have time to draw breath on 
Sunday and Monday – what 
with St Andrew’s Day which 
is not a public holiday for 
almost anyone living in 
Scotland – and the necessity 

education minister, before 
the united opposition of 
the three Unionist parties 
provoked an instant Scottish 
general election which the 
First Minister had promised 
would happen, but didn’t, 
if their combined majority 
defeated the Scottish 
government.

musical chairs, to get Ms
Hyslop out of education and 
out of the actual Scottish 
cabinet, and Mike Russell 
in while ‘Red’ Roseanna 
Cunningham struck camp 
to head from environment 
to culture and ‘Wee Eck’ 
attached the Independence 
Bill to his numerous tasks 
– remember he is still an MP 
and has a constituency to 
look after.

Add to Alex Salmond’s 
headaches a leaked minute 
that showed he had been 
warned more than two years 
ago that it was not physically 
possible to provide education 

three years in classes of 18 
or less. 

All the tension showed up 
at First Minister’s Questions 
when he clearly lost his 
temper and belittled everyone 
in sight, failing to answer 
a single question without 
berating the questioner, their 
party and the media for good 
measure.

Glasgow Skye 
Association
Annual
Gathering
ALTHOUGH the Year of 

over, it was appropriate the 
Glasgow Skye Association 
should celebrate it at its 
144th Skye Gathering by 
having Na Caimbeulaich 
sustaining much of its 
concert programme. 

Earlier this year, as 
recognition of the 50 years 
since Kenna Campbell won 
the Mod Gold Medal, a 
successful concert was held 
in Dunvegan Hall and those 
present in Partick Burgh Halls 
last week were entertained 
with performances from 
individual members of 
the family and then later 
in the evening by a group 

half Maggie MacDonald,
Seumas Campbell, Wilma 
Kennedy and Mary Ann 
Kennedy had solo spots and 
they were joined by Kenna 
to make up the family group. 
Unfortunately James Graham 
had to return north because 
of a family bereavement but 
the association was indebted 
to Stephen MacIvor, this 
year’s Mod Gold Medallist,
who agreed to sing at short 
notice.

at a Skye concert was pianist 
James Ross, from Wick, a 
graduate of the Traditional 
Course at the Royal Scottish 
Academy of Music and 
Drama. He is a unique 
talent and the audience was 
enthralled as they listened to 
his selection of wonderful 
arrangements.

As is traditional at the 
Glasgow Skye, its own 
Phoenix Honda Pipe Band, 

Champion of Champions in 
Grade 2 in season 2009 under 
Pipe Major Craig Campbell, 
played. In keeping with 
the Homecoming theme it 
included in its selections a 
set of Burns’ tunes which 
were very different and most 
enjoyable.

throughout the proceedings 
was Professor A G Boyd 
Robertson, Principal at 
Sabhal Mor Ostaig. Boyd 
was employed at Jordanhill 
College of Education, later 
to be the University of 
Strathclyde, for 26 years 
so it was very much a 
Homecoming for himself 
and wife Sheila to be among 
Na Sgitheanaich. 

In his opening remarks 
Boyd detailed the growth of 
Gaelic education, particularly 
praising the role played by 

Gaelic Medium Unit was set 
up with just 23 pupils. There 
are now more than 500 pupils 
in Sgoil Gaidghlig Glaschu 
and Boyd was pleased 
that a decision had been 
taken to cater for potential 
Gaelic scholars in the city at 
Glendale Primary School on 
the south side. 

Now it is even possible 
to study in Skye from pre 
school to PhD level in 
Gaelic. Vice president Scott 

Smart delivered the vote of 
thanks, as well as piping 
the guests, and young Alex 
Saravilavic presented Sheila 
Robertson with a memento 
of the occasion. Credit is due 
to everyone concerned with 
this concert which was slick 
and professional throughout. 

On the evening prior to the 
concert, Boyd and Sheila 
Robertson were the main 
guests at the annual dinner 
in the Hilton Grosvenor 
Hotel. In addition to Boyd 
the other speakers were Ena 
Kerr, president of the Tiree 
Association, who proposed a 
toast to the Skye Association, 
and Calum Ross who replied 
on behalf of the association.

Comunn
Taobh-an-Iar
THE RECENT Haggis 
Supper held by Comunn 
Taobh-an-Iar in Kessington 
Hall was extremely well 
attended.

Donald Ross addressed 
the haggis and musical 
entertainment was provided 
by piper Graham Richardson, 
singers Norman MacKinnon
and Jane MacQueen with 
accompanist Kirsteen Grant 
and a group from Bearsden 
Fiddlers. Chairman for 
the evening was Peter 
MacDonald.

The next important 
event on the association’s 
calendar is the traditional 
Highland Ball which will 
take place on Friday January 
8 in Milngavie Town Hall. 
Tickets must be pre booked 
by December 24. Telephone 
0141 942 9455.

Celtic
Connections
PRINTED copies of the full 
programme are now available 
from the Royal Concert Hall 
or the City Halls. 

I shall highlight some of 
the concerts in the coming 
weeks.

Diary dates
Friday December 11:
Clydebank and District 
Highlanders Association 
ceildih, Lesser Town Hall, 
7.30pm. Perth Gaelic Society 
Ceilidh, St Matthew’s Church 
Hall, Tay Street, Perth, 
7.30pm. Phoenix Choir, 
Homecoming Christmas 
Concert, Glasgow Royal 
Concert Hall, 7.30pm.
Saturday December 12:
Glasgow Skye Association 

St Stephen’s Church Centre, 
2.30pm.
Friday December 18:
Glasgow Uist and Barra 
Association ceilidh dance, 

Ibrox, 9pm to 1am.

Pub scene
DEOCH ’n Dorus with 
Martin Pottinger will play in 
the Park Bar on Saturday and 
then on their own on Sunday 
with Ballochmyle playing 
on Friday. 

The Keelies will be in 
the Islay Inn on Friday 
and Pneumatic Drills on 
Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

There will always be risk takers
EVERY parent dreads a phone call telling them their child 
has been hit by a car. Equally it is every driver’s nightmare 
to be involved in injuring someone. Parents can warn 
children repeatedly of the dangers of crossing the road; 
schools can educate on road safety every week but how is it 
possible to legislate against the impulsiveness of children? 
Sadly, it does not matter whether there is one person or three 
monitoring crossings, whether there are pedestrian lights or 

think is a quicker way, or take a risk. 
  Just pray it is not your child.
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Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Last
Week’s 
Solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

Around the RuralsAround the Rurals Lismore
Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling: 
01631 760293

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215

Taynuilt
PRESIDENT Jessie Stewart 
welcomed 18 members to 
the November meeting held 
in Taynuilt Village Hall on 
November 11.

Business attended to, the 
president welcomed Linda 
MacLeod from Appin, who 
demonstrated stamping and 
embossing, as her sister 
Brenda was unable to come 
and demonstrate china 
painting.

Linda led all making 
Christmas cards using 
stamping and embossing. 
Members had a great time 

designing their own cards.
Jane Gillies thanked Linda 

for giving such an enjoyable 
evening.

was served by Jessie Stewart 
and helpers.
Linda judged the following 
competitions:
Fruit chutney – 1 Cathie 
Potter, 2 Doreen Penswick, 
3 Jessie MacFarlane.
Covered coat hanger (any 
craft) – 1 Doreen Penswick, 
2 Celia Keenan.

December 19 is a members’ 
night Christmas Dinner in 
the Taynuilt Hotel.   

Oban
The Oban Branch of the SWRI held its Annual Open night 
on Tuesday November 24, 2009.  Despite the inclement 
weather, over 40 members and friends from Oban and 
surrounding institutes were welcomed by president Fiona 
MacCallum to an Old Oban Film Show by Robert McCulloch 
and Charles Drummond.

The show was cleverly targeted towards the audience, 
showing not only the changing face of Oban, but of fashion 
throughout the era.  It was greatly appreciated by the ladies 
and Robert and Charles were given a hearty vote of thanks.

Margaret Devine and Joan MacLean organised and 

members.

Glenorchy
On November 25 we had a 
demonstration of Landscape 
with Embroidery from 
Margaret Witton.  

Her enthusiasm for this type 
of embroidery started when 
she saw it at the Embroidery 
Guild, and she did her best 
to pass this enthusiasm onto 
us.

You do not need to have 
great painting skills to 
do this work, as you can 
photocopy a picture you like 
and use this as a template.  
The acetate is laid over your 
chosen picture, and you lay 
the silk over this, tape it so 
that it is taut, and then paint 
copy over it.  We all took 
turns of painting bits of the 
picture, which was then 
dried and mounted on cotton, 
and put in a loop embroidery 
frame.  After the embroidery 

the picture is framed, and 
Margaret showed us how to 
make a simple box frame.  We 
all had a wonderful evening, 
spiced up with Margaret’s 
jokes, and we admired the 
lovely set of pictures she had 
crafted.

President Mrs Sandra 
Boardmanreported on the 
AGM at Tarbet where a vote 
was taken on holding group 
shows on alternate years, but 
the vote went against this; 
therefore groups will host 
their own events.

Mrs Kathleen McLennan 
and Mrs Helen Gibson won 
1= for their Blackcurrant 
Jelly and the Seashell 
Competition results were 
as follows:  1 Mrs Sandra 
Boardman, 2= Mrs Jinty 
Burks and Mrs Helen Gibson, 
3= Mrs Kathleen McLennan 
and Mrs June Sutherland.

Appin
APPIN SWRI held its Open Night on November 12, 
when President Margaret Ross welcomed visitors from 
Benderloch, Connel, Kilmore and Oban, as well as Appin.

Congratulations were extended to Alison MacCorquodale, 
Brenda MacLeod, Ellen MacCorquodale, Liz MacNeill, 
Jessie MacKenzie and Myra MacDougall, all of whom 
had achieved 1st Class in the Housewives’ Tests. Alison 
MacCorquodale was also congratulated on passing the 
Judges’ Test.

Twelve Appin members attended the Federation AGM in 
Tarbert and thoroughly enjoyed the day.

The Drama Group are looking forward to taking part in the 
2010 Drama Festivals.

After business, Margaret Ross introduced speaker for the 
evening, chef Paul Burns from the Airds Hotel, Appin.  Paul, 
ably assisted by Katie Lawrie, entertained the audience with 
his mouth-watering sweet delights, which were eagerly 
sampled by all.  The vote of thanks to Paul and Katie was 
given by Agnes Thomson.
Competition results were:
Swiss Roll with Jam Filling, Gold:Marjorie Gifford, Moira Thomson, 
Barbara Carmichael, Catriona MacKenzie; 
Silver: Ellen MacCorquodale, Jessie MacKenzie, Myra MacDougall, 
Debbie Dunlop.

Massey, Agnes Thomson, Jessie Gilkes; 
Silver: Barbara Carmichael, Doreen Evans, Marjorie Gifford; 
Red: Chrissie Malone.

Appin SWRI held its Annual Whist Drive in aid on the 
children’s Christmas parties on 20 November, when the sum 
of £24 was raised.

Nine tables took part with Alan MacKenzie as card master.
Prizewinners were Ladies: 1 Chrissie MacNeill, 2equal Lesley 
Ross and Jessie Bryson Consolation: Madge Riddet Travelling 
prize: Jane Lobb Gents: 1 Alan Bolton, 2 Ross MacDonald
Consolation: Darius Scorgie Travelling prize: Ross MacDonald
Longest Sitter: Darius Scorgie

Book Fair week
LISMORE’S third annual 
Book Fair week, organised 
by Barbara McDougall 
and Jennifer Baker, was 
very well patronised when 
it opened on Monday 16 
November with a speech 
of welcome, an invitation 
to drinks and nibbles in the 
café, and preview of the 
week’s events.  

Three special exhibitions 
ran all week: Margaret 
Black’s Lismore faces - 
photographs she has collected 
of Liosachs up to the 1950s 
-, Davie Garret’s exhibition 
of  books and items about 
piping, and David White’s 
history of book binding with 

it has developed over time. 
In the library there was 

a second hand book stall, 
a calligraphy display by 
Barbara McDougall and 
various art works. 

The Museum shop was 
a great focus with a wide 
selection of Christmas gifts 
some made on the island 
and some gathered by Ina 
MacColl who has made the 
shop a prominent part of the 
Museum complex. 

Waterstone’s visited on the 
Tuesday with a selection 
of books for all ages and 
Thursday’s storytelling and 
poetry reading attracted an 
interested group including 
a couple from Lismore in 
Australia who had chosen 

book fair. 

afternoon of play reading. 
The Museum is now closed 

for the winter but can be 
opened by arrangement; 
for details see the Lismore 
website or phone 01631 760 
030.

The café is also closed but 
will open again in January. 

Doctor’s farewell
IAIN and Winnie MacNicol 
were guests of honour 
at a ceilidh and dance to 
celebrate and look back on 
Iain’s 29 years in charge of 
island health care.

The minister, Roderick 
Campbell, was an 
entertaining emcee who 
paid tribute to Iain and 
introduced an evening 
showcasing Lismore’s talent 
and creativity. 

Highlight was the primary 
school play written and 
produced by Ali Cunningham 
which featured a very funny 
Sophie King playing Dr Iain 
turning up for his Monday 

waiting room full of patients, 
played by all the primary and 

Dr Iain MacNicol

ACHALEVEN Primary 
School in Connel recently 
held its annual coffee 
evening and Christmas 
Fayre in the school. 

The theme of the evening 
was ‘Have a Green 
Christmas’.

The children reused 
and recycled a variety of 
materials to make Christmas 
cards and gifts in an effort 
to promote our Eco Friendly 

message to the wider 
community. 

Representatives from 
the GRAB Trust and 
Sustainable Oban came 
along to promote their work 
within the local area. 

The event was very well 
attended and a total of £500 
was raised. 

The children would also 
like to thank many of 
the local businesses who 

and helped to make the event 
such a great success. 

The money raised will go 
towards further developing 
thegarden area and creating 
an outdoor classroom with 
decking and seating. 

Thanks were given to 
everyone who helped to 
make tea and coffee and 
contributed to the coffee 
evening.

Achaleven pupils do a roaring trade at their annul Christmas coffee evening.

Christmas coffee at Achaleven

with a load of amusing  
problems for Dr Iain to 
solve..

The Lismore Primary 
Folk group were equally 
entertaining and impressive 
with Shona Wright on guitar, 
singers Kirsty Wright, Tom 
Campbell Paine, Sophie 
King and Kara Willis with 
Tom also on recorder and 

performers were Murry 
Willis on the box,  Colin 
Black on guitar, and singers 
Duncan Livingstone, Mary 
MacDougall and Sarah 
Campbell. Margaret Black 
looked back on her time 
working with Iain “in 
various guises”, as she said, 
in 26 of his 29 years. She 
paid tribute to his work with 
the travellers, his unstinting 
efforts in making sure 
patients got the best end of 
life care in their homes where 
possible,  and she spoke for 
all when she wished Iain and 
Winnie a happy, healthy and 

interesting retirement. 
Archie MacColl proposed a 

toast, Mairi Smith presented 
Iain with his farewell gifts 
and Katie Cook and Rachel 
MacCormick presented 

In his speech of thanks 
Iain told us he had crossed 
to Lismore 6,000 times in 
all weathers and a further 
1,000 times in emergencies 
for which we were all very 
grateful.

Health care on an island is 
always of great concern and 
the gratitude to Iain for his 
unstinting care and efforts 
to improve things over the 
years was evident throughout 
the evening. 

After tea and home baking 
the evening continued with 
a dance to the music of Neil 
Sinclair band.

A book is now circulating 
on the island in which 
islanders are being invited to 
inscribe their own personal 
messages.

The primary school play featuring all the primary 

and problems Dr Iain faced when he turned up for a       
Monday surgery on Lismore

Lagavulin Fundraisers will 
be 10 years old.  Come along 
to the Birthday Bash for this 
year’s Splash at Lagavulin 
Pier, at 2pm on Boxing Day.  

The seven previous 
Splashes have raised a total 
of £49,100 for charities.  The 
fundraisers would like to 
celebrate the 10 years of help 
from the Islay Coastguards, 
supporting the fundraisers in 
their Splash Off of Lagavulin 
Pier.  Sponsor forms are 
available from Marjory tel 
302059 or Kevin tel 300023, 
and let’s see as many intrepid 
splashers and Isis rowing 
teams as possible. 
CyberCafe
volunteer helpers 
recognised
SINCE June 2009, thirteen 
young helpers have given 
their holiday, evening and 
weekend time to help at the 
CyberCafe.

To date these Little Helpers 
have volunteered a total of 
500 hours between them.  
To acknowledge their 
commitment and the skills 
they have learned, Karen 
Sidall from Islay Volunteer 
Development Project and 
Eleanor MacKinnon of the 
Argyll Volunteer Centre 
held a short ceremony at 
the CyberCafe, Port Ellen 
on the 3rd of November, 
when the volunteers were 

to appreciate the number 
of voluntary hours which 
each young person had 
given to the CyberCafe.  
The recipients were; Megan 
Shedden, Megan Johnstone, 
Brandon Freeman, Bailey 
Freeman, Carlie Campbell, 
Kevin McGurn, Eireann 
Colthart, Lachlan Ferguson, 
Scott Simpson, Kayleigh 
Monaghan and Amy 
Thompson.

Bowmore project 
public consultation
URBAN Animation and 
Neil Sutherland Architects, 
appointed by Islay Estates 
to masterplan a new 
development at the western 
edge of Bowmore, Islay, held 
public consultation sessions 
in Islay last week.

Anyone who was unable 
to attend one of the sessions 
can comment by visiting the 
Urban Animation website 
at www.urban-animation.
com and using the e-mail 
link on the Shoreline Project 
Page to submit views. 
Written comments can be 
sent to Urban Animation, 
22 Westhall Gardens, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4JQ or by 
telephoning 0131 477 0676.
Carers and Older 
People’s Services
DURING the last week, 
events have combined to 
bring a Carers’ network 
on Islay and Jura closer to 
reality. 

Firstly, the Dochas Centre 

partner local people to create 
their own network across the 
islands.

Also, the Public Partnership 

will support the CVS in 
releasing the funds from the 
Community Care Forum for 
use in establishing a Carers’ 
network - this amounts to 
£350.

Finally, the Islay and Jura 
CVS has raised £215 by the 
sale of surplus equipment, 
which will be match funded 
by the CVS Board. These 
funds will be used to hold 

an initial Carers’ Day. This 
event will be held on or 
around Burns Night with 
afternoon tea,  relaxing 
‘pampering’ sessions and 
advice for carers.
Re-Jig AGM 
Re-Jig will hold its seventh 
AGM on January 12, 2010 at 
the Service Point, Jamieson 
Street, Bowmore at 5pm.
Project insulates 
Islay homes
EnergyCare Scotland 
recently visited 18 Islay 
homes to survey existing 
insulation, and returned to 
install loft or cavity wall 
insulation in 11 homes, 
either free of charge or at 
discounted rates.

The work was done quickly 

of increased insulation 
have been experienced 
immediately.  Insulation is an 
excellent way to save money 
on heating and get the best 
from the heating that is used, 
rather than letting expensive 
heat escape to the outdoors.  

Islay Energy Trust is 
administering the Scottish 
Government’s initiative to 
upgrade insulation in Scottish 
homes, after IET learned of 

contractor willing to travel 
to the island under the 
government scheme.

There will be another 
opportunity for homeowners 
or private tenants to be added 
to the list for EnergyCare’s 
next visit, which will be in 
early 2010.

Contact Lindy at IET, tel 
01496 301413 or lindy.
maclellan@islayenergytrust.
org.uk, or call in to the 

Bowmore.
Splash for Cash
On Boxing Day 2009 the 

THE TRANSPORT and 
care support charity Tagsa 
Uibhist has celebrated its 

Benbecula.
More than 120 clients 

and staff got together in 
Balivanich Hall to enjoy 
a turkey dinner supplied 
by the Stepping Stones 
restaurant.

Gifts were given to 
longest-serving member 
Chrissie MacLellan; 
longest service user Alastair 
MacKay; Tagsa’s leader, 
Cathy MacKinnon, and 
founder Jean Branagan.

Mrs Branagan reminded 
the company how Tagsa 
had started. 

She said: ‘In 1988 I 
realised the importance 
of the Grianan Centre in 
Stornway which provided 
a venue for a variety 
of care services. I also 
became aware of the lack 
of and need for a similar 
facility in Uist which 
could provide a service for 
voluntary organisations and 
individuals who provide 
care locally.’ 

Mrs Branagan said she 
was continually told that 
the numbers in Uist did not 
justify such a provision, 
but eventually a feasibility 
study was commissioned 

by UCVO which showed 
the need for a Crossroads 
scheme for carers in the 
Uists.

CNES offered support 
if the proposed service 
incorporated both 
Alzheimers and Crossroads 
care, and eventually Tagsa 
Uibhist came into being.

Mrs Branagan said: ‘I 
don’t need to tell you of 
our achievements which 
have been remarkable in 
transforming the lives of 
many in Uist.’ 

She added: ‘The success of 
Tagsa Uibhist is due entirely 
to our dedicated, cheerful 
and long-suffering staff and 
helpers, under the direction 
of Cathy MacKinnon 
whose vision, foresight, 
innovative approach and 
determination keeps the 

The party continued with 
accordion music by Angus 
Alec Macdonald, Highland 
dancing by Eilidh and 
Nicola Macaulay, Lauren 
Skinner and Mhairi Ann 
MacInnes, and singing by 
two who normally hide 
their musical lights under 
a bushel- Tagsa driver Neil 
Campbell, and MSP Dr 
Alasdair Allan who dropped 
in to show his support for 
the charity.

Tagsa Uibhist celebrates

Causeway to Kerrera
A causeway to Kerrera is key to 
establishing  Oban as a marine centre 

a capacity for many hundreds of 
vessels.

This is the most sensational 
proposal in a report which burst 
upon an unsuspecting district council 
committee. Consultants carried out 
the study on the development of water 
sports facilities jointly for the district 
council and the HIDB.

the district are included, but they were 
considered in private at Kilmory with 
only an outline of the main proposals 
given to reporters at the meeting.

Chairman of the tourism, leisure and 
recreation committee Mr W Hunter 
said that he realised that some of the 
proposals might be regarded as novel 
and far-reaching, but he felt that they 
were worth further consideration.

Mull road protest
Schoolchildren from Craignure who 

attend primary school at Lochdonhead 
on the Isle of Mull may be forced to 
take an earlier than usual Christmas 

vacation. And the reason is that the 
state of the road between Craignure 
and Lochdonhead has forced the 
parents the school transport to threaten 
to withdraw the service unless repairs 
are carried out.
Hoteliers blamed for 
salmon poaching
Hotels and boarding houses in Skye 
buy illegaly caught salmon at their 
back doors the Portree Angling 
Association chairman Darby George 

The association are repeating their 

hotels and boarding houses not to 
buy salmon which could have been 
poached.

But Skye Hotels Group chairman  Mr 
George Campbell said in reply that 
Mr George should substantiate his 
allegation.
Bilingual signs row on Skye
Another bilingual public sign issue os 
brewing between Skye landowner Mr 
Iain Noble, Isleoransay and and the 
Highland  Regional Council.

Mr Noble wants a Gaelic/English 

sign prominently at the road entrance 
to the airstrip at Ashaig and a Gaelic 
name and title adopted for the strip.

However, Highland Regional 
Council Roads and Transport Director 
Mr K MacFarlane, who has through 
the years crossed swords with Mr 
Noble obver bilingual signs, believes 
that bilingual signs are unnecessary 

excisting as in some countries that a 
section of the community are unable to 

Using this line of reasoning, Mr 
MacFarlane thinks that it would be 
better to have the signs in French or 
German.
Pressure for new inquiry 
on road barriers
Pressure was mounting this week for a 
fatal Accident Inquiry into the death of 
a North Connel woman in a recent road 

Mrs Evelyn MacKay (39) was killed 
in an accident involving a roadside 
barrier of a kind which have been 

for more than a decade.
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Across
1 Clash (4)
3 Reverse rotation to change course (8)
9 Ridiculous (7)
10 Mechanical person (5)
11 One who puts you in your place (5)
12 Expulsion (6)
14 Loosen (6)
16 North American Indian tribe (6)
19 No alms to get fish? (6)
21 Prepare meat religiously! (5)
24 Telling tales (5)
25 Thorough (2-5)

26 Soir  (8)

27 Data (4)

Down
1 Provocation (8)
2 Disconcert (5)
4 Be that as it may (6)
5 Acclaim (5)
6 A profound saying (7)
7 Protuberance (4)
8 Containing iron (6)
13 Clamour (8)
15 Hear these before the commercials (4-3)
17 Holy wars (6)
18 Written type (6)
20 Deceptive movement (5)
22 Plant in the pea family (5)
23 Crystaline solid (4)
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OBAN got geared up for 
the festive period with 
Ready, Steady Christ-
mas – a bonanza of ideas 
from home decoration to 
the best party dresses to 
wear.

The event, held in the 
Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls, were treated 
to a cat walk show, 
demonstrations on 

Choir.
But the biggest cheer of 

the day was for winners 
of the carer’s makeover 
competition. Winners 
Kay MacDonald from 
Oban and Julie Mullen 
from Taynuilt who are 
both carers, won a hair 
and face make over 

M&Co and New Look.
Kay said: ‘It might be 

the champagne, but I am 
having the nicest time.’ 

Julie Mullen and Kay MacDonald, centre are 
pampered by Iain Bruce-Low and Ann-Marie 
Fraser of Fergusons Hair Design and Beauty. 

16_t50makeover01-07

It’s a Ready, Steady, 
Christmas bonanza

A THURSDAY club meeting in Oban 
aimed at bridging the gap between the 
generations had another visitor last 
week when a cheque was handed over 
from a local charitable trust.

Club H2O for young people in Oban 
High School run by youth organisa-
tion Hope to Oban, spends a Thursday 
afternoon with senior citizens from 
around the town and from North Argyll 
Eventide Home and Eadar Glinn.

H2O organises transport with Oban 
Rotary Club to bring the older gen-
eration to the H2O meeting hall in 
Lochavullin and activities take place 
to bridge the gap between the two 
generations.

Last week, sixth year pupil Vicky 

Cunliffe was presenting a project she 
had been working on called speaking 
and listening.

But before she started, Linda Fraser a 
trustee of MacQueen’ Bros Charitable 
Trust handed over a cheque for £1,000 
to H2O for its funds, which was ac-
cepted by Vicky and John McCallum, a 
regular visitor to the club and a resident 
at North Argyll House.

MacQueen’ Bros Charitable Trust has 
been set up to distribute funds raised 
through the company’s community ben-

donations of furniture and household 
objects that people no longer require 
but that can be sold to raise funds for 
local good causes, like H2O.

-

MacQueen’ Bros Charitable 
Trust boosts H2O funds

Girl Guides go ding 
dong at Christmas Fair

THE TITLE of Grand 
Scotch Whisky Master 
has been awarded to Dia-
geo single malt whiskies, 
including Skye’s Talisker 
10 year old and the Islay-
distilled Lagavulin 16 
year old.

This is the second year 
that Diageo have won this 
award, with the Singleton 
of Glen Ord and Cardhu 
12 year olds also gaining 
Master awards. 

The  announcement 
came at last Tuesday’s 
Spirits Masters Awards 
in London.

Nick Morgan of Diageo 
said: ‘Talisker, Lagavulin 
and our other well-estab-
lished whiskies from the 
Classic Malts selection 
regularly score top marks 
in international competi-
tions, but we never take 
this for granted.’

The competition also 
awarded eight gold med-
als to Diageo’s single 
malts, including Lagavu-
lin 12 year old, Lagavu-
lin Distillers Edition and 
Oban 14 year old. Talisker 
Distillers Edition received 
a silver award. 

awards for 
Diageo

Alison MacLeod
GRADUATED from Glasgow 

Caledonian University with a BA in 
Criminology. Alison is the youngest 

daughter of Murdo and Jane MacLeod, 
Achnaba House, Lochgilphead, and is 
a former pupil of Lochgilphead High 

School. She is now serving as a Police 
Constable with Strathclyde Police in 

Campbeltown.

Sinead McGinley
GRADUATED from Abertay 

University Dundee with a BA Honours 
in Mental Health and Counselling. 

Sinead is a daughter of Patrick 
and Mona McGinley, Killeybegs, 
Co Donegal, Ireland, and grand-
daughter of the late Anthony and 

Jessie Campbell, formerly of Kerrera 
Terrace, Oban.

Michelle
MacDonald

GRADUATED from Robert Gordon 
University, Aberdeen, with a Bachelor 

of Nursing degree. Michelle is the 
daughter of Farquhar and Kate 

MacDonald, Clachan, Ormiclate, 
South Uist, grand-daughter of the late 

Ronald and Catherine MacDonald, 
299 Kilpheder, and the late Michael 
and Margaret MacDonald, 11 West 
Gerinish, South Uist. Michelle is 

now employed in Raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness.

Alex Rawcliffe
GRADUATED from Reid Kerr 
College with an HNC HND in 

Sports Coaching with Development 
of Sport. He is now studying for an 

Honours Degree at Edinburgh Napier 
University.

Joanna MacGregor
GRADUATED from Glasgow 
University with a BSc Honours 
Degree in Geography. Joanna is 

the daughter of Alistair and Lorna 
MacGregor, Achnabobane, Spean 

Bridge. Joanna is now studying for her 
secondary school teacher’s diploma.

Fiona MacDougall
GRADUATED from the UHI 
Millennium Institute, based at 

Dunstaffnage and Orkney colleges, 
with a BA Honours in Scottish 

Cultural Studies. Fiona is the daughter 
of Archie and Margaret, Oban, and 

grand-daughter of the late Cathy and 
Robert MacDonald and the late Agnes 

and Duncan MacDougall. She is a 

Oban high schools. 

Innes Paterson
GRADUATED from Abertay 

University, Dundee, with a BSc 
Honours in Sports Coaching and 
Development. Innes is the son of 

Audrey and David Paterson, Taynuilt, 
and grandson of Douglas and the late 
Rita Paterson, Alexandria, and the late 
Dr Angus and Mrs Audrey MacLeod, 

Dunoon. Innes is a former pupil of 
Taynuilt primary and Oban high 

schools.

Michael McCuish
GRADUATED from Edinburgh 

University with an MA Honours in 
English Literature. Michael is the son 
of Roddy and Marian McCuish, Oban, 

and youngest grandson of Mamie 
Campbell, Oban, and Kathleen Betz, 
Germany. Michael is a former pupil 

schools.

Hazel Evans
GRADUATED from Perth College 
with a Higher National Diploma in 
Complimentary Therapies. Hazel 

is the daughter of Andrew and 
Ann Evans, Isle of Mull, and is a 

former pupil of Dervaig primary and 
Tobermory high schools.

Karen MacLachlan
GRADUATED from the University of 
Dundee with an LLB Honours. Karen 
is the daughter of Jeff and Zena, Oban.

Micheal Holliday
GRADUATED from the University of 
Strathclyde M.Arch with Distinction 

in Advanced Architectural Design. He 
was awarded the Professor Charles 
Gourlay Memorial Prize. Micheal is 
the son of John Holliday and Clare 

Jones, Isle of Tiree, and a former pupil 
of Tiree High School.

John MacLachlan
GRADUATED from the University of 
St Andrews with an M Phys Honours 

in Astrophysics. John is the son of 
Johnny and Cathie Ann MacLachlan, 
Spean Bridge. John is continuing to 

study at the University of St Andrews 
for a Phd in Astronomy.

Kathryn McPhail
UNIVERSITY of Glasgow Principal 

Anton Muscatelli with Kathryn 
McPhail from Oban who was jointly 
awarded the Ann B McNaught Prize 
with Joanne McPeake as the most 
distinguished Master of Science 

(Medical Science) in Health Care 
graduates of the academic year 2008-

09 at the recent winter graduation 
ceremony at the university on 

December 3.

Yvonne Clark
Yvonne Clark was awarded the AXA 
Trophy at the annual Insurance and 
Actuarial Society of Glasgow award 

ceremony held in the Mitchell Library. 
Yvonne works in Clark Thompson, 

Oban.

Kayleigh Hamilton
GRADUATED from the University 
of Strathclyde with a BSc Applied 

Bioscience Biotechnology. Kayleigh 
is the daughter of John and Hazel 
Hamilton, North Connel, and the 

grand-daughter of Bill and the late 
Christine Mason, Benderloch, and 

John and Marie Hamilton, Ardrishaig. 
Kayleigh is a former pupil of Lochnell 
primary and Oban high schools. She 
is currently studying for an honours 

degree at the University of the West of 
Scotland.

Pamela
MacDonald

GRADUATED from Edinburgh 
University with a BSc in Social Work 

First Class Honours. Pamela, from 
Fort William, is the eldest daughter of 
Donald and Julie and grand-daughter 
of Beatrice Wilkinson, Arisaig, and 
Christine MacDonald, Fort William.
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A WELL-known traditional 
Harris business is using the 
worldwide web to help broaden 
its reach.

In 1966 Alex Dan Munro 

with a mobile shop and as the 
years passed the business has 
grown and developed into 
what people are now familiar 
with as ‘AD Munro’s’. 

The business portfolio now 
includes a bakery, takeaway, 

in-store butchery.
Now, thanks to advice from 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s 

Live Hebrides service, AD 
Munro (Harris) Ltd now has 
a new website to help with its 
business.

Success
Alex Dan and his brother 

Ewen still remain true to their 
business values and attribute 
the longevity and success of 
the business to their loyal 
customers.

Alex Dan said: ‘We take 
great pride in serving our 
customers well and our most 
recent development has been 
the creation of a website for 
the business. This offers our 

existing customers something 
new and could help attract 
potential customers too.’

Robert Macleod, Live 
Hebrides business adviser 
said: ‘We offer clients a 
range of options and try to 

needs best. 
‘Self-build websites like this 

one are a great way of getting 
an online presence and can 
cost under £10 per annum. 
No website design experience 
is necessary, so for some 
businesses they can be a very 
attractive option.’

Hector Murray and Alex Dan Munro of AD Munro 
(Harris) Ltd with the new website.

Harris company looks to website to grow

The team from The Majestic Line, Dunoon, receive the Best Visitor Experience Award 
from Hugh Dan Maclennan of Bord na Gaidhlig.

Welcon news for Kintyre
WELCON has won the 
contract to supply the towers 
for all 152 turbines for the 
£500 million Clyde Wind 
Farm, destined to be the 
biggest in Europe.

What a difference a year 
makes. This time last year 
there were make-or-break 
talks to save the factory 
after then-owners Vestas 
announced it was to close. 
Now its new owners are 
celebrating a massive 
addition to their order book 
– and more jobs.

Welcon chief executive 

David Canning said: ‘Thirty 
job offers were sent out last 
week and we have already had 
half of them accepted. This is 

‘We have been working on 
winning this order for more 
than four months, the chief 
executive of Scottish and 
Southern and high ranking 

visited the plant.
‘We’re delighted to win such 

a major contract so early on 

in the company’s history; we 
have not even been running a 
year yet.

‘The deal will have a great 
impact on the local community 
and economy.’

This week Scottish and 
Southern Energy announced 
the deal to build 152 turbines 
for the wind farm in South 
Lanarkshire. When complete 
the £500 million project is 
expected to create 350MW 
of new renewable electricity 

–enough power for more than 
200,000 homes.

Work is expected to begin 
on February 1 next year with 

2010. The deal to supply the 
towers will run to the middle 
of 2011.

Jesper Øhlenschlæger, chief 

said: ‘The Clyde project is 
a very important business 
win for our Campbeltown 
manufacturing.

‘Scotland has become the 
most positive and the most 
interesting renewable wind 
power market in Europe.  The 
Clyde Wind Farm project 
represents a landmark phase in 
Scotland’s renewable energy 
strategy.’

Once completed, Clyde 
is expected to overtake the 
Whitelee wind farm on 
Eaglesham Moor, south 
of Glasgow, as the largest 
onshore wind farm in Europe. 

BUSINESSES from Dunoon 
to Skye and the Western Isles 
were celebrating after the 
recent Highlands and Islands 
Tourism Awards.

The team from The Majestic 
Line cruise company in 
Dunoon was delighted to 
receive the industry award for 
Best Visitor Experience.

The judges were impressed 
by the extent the business 
went to ensure its customers 
received a top class 
experience.

Mel Jarron, marketing 
manager, said: ‘The Majestic 
Line achieves phenomenal 
feedback from guests and a 
level of loyalty second-to-
none.

‘To prove this, repeat guests 
or those joining us through 
recommendations represent 
our largest percentage of 
overall guests.

‘It means so much to us that 
we have been recognised by 
the Highlands and Islands 
Tourism Awards for our 
commitment and hard work 
in ensuring our guests enjoy 

the best visitor experience 
possible. Well done to all our 
crew and onshore staff.’

Sonas Hospitality, which 
owns and operates two 
luxury hotels and a yacht on 
Skye, picked up the Most 
Entrepreneurial Business 
Award and one of their luxury 
hotels, Toravaig House Hotel 

at Sleat, won the Dining Out 
Experience award.

Anne Gracie of Sonas 
Hospitality – known as 
Duisdale and Toravaig 
House Hotels – said: ‘We’re 
delighted and overwhelmed 
at winning two awards. 

‘Although there were risks 
involved and the recession 

has been a challenge, our 
company-wide turnover has 
increased 33 per cent this 
year.

‘We wanted to create a 
product which was different to 
the usual traditional Highland 
experience, and we are 

managed to combine city 

chic with the Highlands and 
islands environment.

‘We’re also delighted for 
the restaurant team at the 
Toravaig – the Highland 
Dining Out award comes on 
the back of being named the 
Highlands and Islands Food 
& Drink Awards Restaurant 
of the Year just last month.

‘We would like to thank all 
our staff who play such a big 
part in our enterprise.  Their 
hard work has helped us 
achieve our recent successes.’

The Lovat at Fort Augustus 
received the Developing 
People award, while Caroline 
Gregory, also of The Lovat, 
was given Young Ambassador 
of the Year.

Chairwoman of the awards 
board, Elizabeth Mackintosh, 
said:  ‘This year’s winners 
are certainly worthy of 

the Highlands and Islands 
Tourism Awards gives us an 
ideal opportunity to recognise 
the wealth of talent and 
innovation in the industry 
today.’ 

Plenty to celebrate following tourism awards

CONCERN is growing in 
Oban town centre over the 
number of shops that have 
closed down or may be set 
for the same fate.

The issue was raised by 
community councillor 
Neil MacIntyre at an Oban 
Community Council meeting 
last week.

His concern was echoed 
by councillors Roddie 
McCuish and Duncan 
MacIntyre, chairman of the 
area committee, who said he 
did not think the economic 
downturn had fully hit the 
area.

Help
Neil MacIntyre asked: 

‘Is there no help for these 
businesses, such as rates 
relief?’

Councillor Roddie 
McCuish said there was 
such a scheme in place but 
that there was little else the 
council could do.

Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre replied: ‘There 
is real concern about the 
number of closures and there 
will be more.

‘Some chain stores may be 

company is not doing well 
nationally, they will close 
down shops all over the 
place.’

Fears for
Oban town
centre shops

Ulva food
success
THE Boathouse restaurant 
on the tiny island of  Ulva 
has won a national award 
for good quality locally 
produced food. 

Islanders Emma McKie 
and Rebecca Munro beat 
off strong competition 
for the Scottish crown of 
UKTV programme Market 
Kitchen’s Food Heroes. 

The women now face an 
even tougher battle as they 
will go head to head with 
the nine other regional 

when the UK winner will be 
announced.

TV presenter Matthew Fort 
was incredibly impressed 
with Emma and Rebecca’s 
business. He said: ‘The 
restaurant is situated off the 
coast of the Isle of  Mull and 
is one of Scotland’s best kept 
secrets.’ 

CHEERS is the word this week for the world-famous 
Tigh an Truish Inn which has won a prestigious pub 
of the year award.

The 18th century inn, famously beside the bridge 
over the Atlantic Ocean on the Isle of Seil, was 
named as the Campaign for Real Ale’s (CAMRA) 
Argyll Pub of the Year.

The family-friendly inn stocks ales from local 
brewers such as Atlas Brewery, Kinlochleven and 
Fyne Ales of Cairndow, with occasional guest ales 

Tigh an Truish means ‘house of the trousers’ and 
comes from the period after the 1745 Jacobite Rising 
when kilts were banned by the British government. 

Islanders heading for the mainland, then without 

stopped here to swap their kilts for trousers. 
Lars Brunner said: ‘My father, Gustl Brunner, and 

my mother, Miranda, have run the pub for more 
than 30 years since they moved back to Scotland 
from Austria.  They are assisted by myself and my 
brother Donald.

‘We are extremely proud and grateful to have been 
recognised by CAMRA, as we have always aimed to 
keep good ales on tap, and to support smaller local 
microbreweries such as Fyne Ales in Cairndow, and 
Atlas Brewery in Kinlochleven.’

THE SIGHT of Oban 
Express’s bright blue lorries 
and vans is a familiar sight to 
anyone travelling in the West 
Highlands or between there 
and the central belt.

Now the courier company’s 
distinctive livery has been 
recognised in the Scottish 
Road Haulage industry’s 
annual awards by winning 
the Top Fleet Livery Award at 

the Transport News Scottish 
Rewards presentation.

When the late Tommy 
Owens and his wife, Moira, 
set up Oban Express in 1983, 
they recognised that good 

and easy to read.
Their initial choice has 

proved to be a superb choice 
as the light blue wash, with 
dark blue lettering with a 

white shade, is instantly 
recognisable.

In the early days the company 
ran just two vans, one based 
in Glasgow and one in Oban, 

would meet halfway up the 
road to exchange cargoes.

Now the Oban-based 
company runs around 37 vans 
and lorries and has 67 valued 
employees.

Oban Express catches judges eyes
ONE YEAR on, the new owners 
of Loch Melfort Hotel and 
restaurant at Arduaine by Oban 
can look back with pride at a 
year which has not only seen the 
hotel enjoy strong business, but 
has also helped increase overall 
visitor numbers to a lovely part 
of Argyll.

Now Calum and Rachel Ross 
have just received word that 
Loch Melfort has been shortlisted 

for the prestigious ‘Caterer 
& Hotelkeeper’ magazine 
Web Awards – the UK’s hotel 
marketing ‘Oscars’.  ‘We’re 
enormously proud,’ said Rachel, 
‘especially as two of the other 

– including Gleneagles. Our 
website has had visitors from as 
far away as Canada and Australia. 
It’s our main shop window for 
the hotel and the wider area.’

Hotel’s owners’ good year 

Lochgair in
new hands
LOCHGAIR Hotel has now 
been transferred to new 
owners Peter Dedman and 
Julia D’Allen. 

miles north of Lochgilphead 
by the shores of Loch Fyne, 
has bar and dining facilities, 
a small function room and 12 
letting bedrooms. It also has 
comfortable private quarters, 
gardens and car park. 

Although the price cannot 
be disclosed, the agents had 
been inviting offers over 
£395,000.

Cheers for real ale 
pub of the year

Inn owner Gustl Brunner with his award.

Help with ideas
ASPIRING entrepreneurs from Argyll are being 
offered help to get their business ideas off the ground 
with the launch of the ‘Big Community Idea’ from a 
social housing contractor.

The campaign, from Connaught PLC, is inviting 
people from across Scotland to submit ideas to 
support sustainable community focused businesses. 

The budding entrepreneurs will then appear before 
a panel of judges to be considered for a substantial 
start-up business support package worth £10,000.

Martin Morrison, Connaught regional director 
for Scotland, said: ‘We hope The Big Community 
Idea will help to uncover some inspiring plans for 
businesses which could make a real impact in local 
communities.

Connaught works with Argyll Community 
Housing Association on external render and 

bathrooms in properties across the region.
For more information visit the dedicated website 

at www.connaught.plc.uk/thebigcommunityidea 
before February 5.

Tigh
an

Truish

Clachan, Isle of Seil, by 
Oban, PA34 4QZ
Tel: 01852 300242

www.tighantruish.co.uk

Tigh an Truish is a 18th 
Century Inn sitting next to 
the famous Bridge over the 
Atlantic, on the beautiful 

Island of Seil.

Our bars are open daily serving 
delicious Bar Lunches from 

12.00 noon till 2pm.

We are open every day, except 
christmas day and new year’s day

The Brunner Family would like 
to wish all their customers a 
very Happy Christmas and a 

Good New Year.

Wishing all their customers a merry 
Christmas and a prosperous new year

Self assesment 
filing deadline is 
31 January 2010

Tom McKenna & Company
Accountants & Business Advisors
Sponsors of the Oban Times Business Page
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COVENTRY
for FENCING

DINGWALL and High-
land Marts Ltd sold 59 
prime cattle and 580 
prime sheep at Dingwall 
last Tuesday.

Prime bullocks aver-
aged 171p (-10.4p) and 
sold to 178p per kg for a 
605kg Aberdeen Angus 
cross from Mid Craggach, 
Kirkhill, and £1,188.45 
for a 695kg Charolais 
from Newton of Ferin-
tosh, Conon Bridge.

Prime heifers averaged 
171.5p (-15.6p) and sold 

to 179p per kg for a 475kg 
Limousin cross from 
Bridgend Farm, Ding-
wall, and £1,174.55 for 
a 695kg Limousin cross 
from Leanach Farm, Cul-
loden.

New season lamb trade 
rose again to average 
180.7p (+12.5p) and 
sold to 202.1p per kg 
for 38.5kg Texel crosses 
from Wester Craiglands, 
Fortrose, and £88 for 
44kg Texels also from 
Wester Craiglands.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 209 weaned 
calves and store cattle, 12 
adult breeding cattle, and 
85 Over 30 Month cattle at 
Dingwall last Wednesday 
when a mixed show on offer, 
including Highland cattle, 
met a strong demand..

Bullocks averaged 177.8p 
and sold to 220.7p per kg 
for a pen of 213kg Limousin 
crosses from Bual, Ram-
scraigs, Dunbeath, and £965 
for a pen of 538kg Charolais 
crosses from 16 Balvaird, 
Muir of Ord.

Heifers averaged 171.5p 
and sold to 229.6p per kg for 
a 135kg Shorthorn from 2 
Scallasaig, Glenelg, and £940 
for a 610kg Charolais cross 
from 16 Balvaird.

Breeding cattle sold to 
£1,230 for a Charolais cross 
cow with a bull calf at foot 
from Grainish, Aviemore.

Over 30 Month cattle aver-
aged 92.1p and sold to 127.6p 
per kg and £995 for a 780kg 
Limousin cross from Inver-
tromie, Kingussie.

ISLAY United 
Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: 
£772, £758(8)  Rockside  
£688  Ballinaby  £628 
and £528(5) Scarrabus  
£508  Rockside.
Briitish BlueX: £870  Ar-
dbeg  £598 Neriby.
Blonde D’AquitaineX: 

-
ter).
C h a r o l a i s X :  £ 7 4 2 , 
£ 7 2 8 ( 2 ) ,  £ 6 2 8 ( 2 ) , 
£598(4 ) ,  £558  and 
£538(9)  Dunlossit Es-
tate  £532(3) 9 Manse-

Estate.
LimousinX: £938(4) and 
£892(10)  Uiskentuie  
£870  Balaclava  £862(2)  
Uiskentuie  £858, £845, 
£798 and £785  Dunlossit 
Estate  £768  6 Bayview  
£765(3)  Balaclava  £758  
Ballychattrigan  £755  
Kintra  £748(6)  Uisken-
tuie  £728(2)  Ballychat-
trigan  £698  Kintra  £688  
Duich  £658  Dunlossit 
Estate and Smaladh(2)  
£652(4 ) ,  £638  and  
£628(4)  Dunlossit Es-
tate  £628(5) and £618(2) 
Neriby  £602  Kinnabus  
£598  Kintra(6) and Dun-
lossit Estate  £588(2)  
Eskinish  £580  Ron-
nachmore  £578(5) and 
£562(5) Neriby  £558(2)  
Pairc A Chlassan.
S h o r t h o r n X :  £ 5 4 2  
Knockrome (M Boyle)
Simmental  X:  £892 
and £862(3)  Uisken-
tuie  £752 and  £728  
Corrary  £700(2)  Ball-
inaby  £658(5)  Cor-
rary  £605(3)  Ballinaby  

£538(2)  Neriby  £528(3) 

Heifers
Aberdeen Angus X: 
£648, £542(3) and 538(2)  
Rockside.
Blonde D’AquitaineX: 

Porter)  £550  Kilbride.
CharolaisX: £808(3)  
G a r t a c h a r r a   £ 7 9 8  
Uiskentuie  £598  Dun-
lossit Estate.
L i m o u s i n X :  £ 8 8 5  
Uiskentuie  £880 Ard-
beg  £798(3)  Uisken-
tuie  £788(3)  Balaclava  
£742(9)  Uiskentuie   
£718(2)  Ballychattri-
gan  £708(2)  Uiskentuie  
£685  Kilbride  £668(2)  
Ballychattrigan  £610  
Kilbride  £592(4) and 
£588(2)  Neriby  £568  
Kilbride  £562  Kintra(2) 
and Smaladh(3)  £558(2)  
Pairc A Chlassan  £552(6)  
Neriby  £540(12)  Kil-
br ide   £538(2)  and 
£532(2)  Kintra.
S h o r t h o r n X :  £ 5 4 2  
Knockrome (M Boyle).
S i m m e n t a l  X : £ 7 4 2  
Uiskentuie  £648(5), 
£612(2) and £582(3)  
Corrary.
Prices per kilo
Aberdeen Angus X: 
180p(3)  Kelsay  177p((8)  
Rockside Farms.
Briitish BlueX: 251p  
Ardbeg
CharolaisX: 236p(6), 
223p(3) and 214p(2)  
Dunlossit Estate  212p(3)  

-
lossit Estate  208p  Car-
rabus  205p  Dunlossit 
Estate(3) and Ardtalla 
Estate  201p (2) and 
196p(3)  Dunlossit Es-
tate.

LimousinX: 223p  Dun-
lossit Estate  220p  Kin-
tra(5), Ronnachmore and 
Dunlossit Estate  219p(2)  
Gartbreck  218p  Kintra 
and 6 Bayview  217p (5) 
Neriby  216p  Wood-
end(3) and Dunlossit 
Estate(5)  215p(2)  Ar-
dtalla Estate  213p(2)  
Kinnabus  212p(5)  Ner-
iby  210p  Ronnachmore  

-
ter), Dunlossit Estate(4) 
and Neriby(5)  207p  
Kinnabus(2), 9 Manse-

Ronnachmore(7)  205p  
Neriby(2) and Ardtalla 
Estate  204p(4)  Smaladh  
202p  Kinnabus, Wood-
end(8) and Dunlossit 
Estate.
Simmental X: 198p(9)  

Heifers
CharolaisX: 200p(4)  Ar-
dtalla Estate  198p(11)  
Dunlossit Estate  191p(5)  

LimousinX: 280p  Ard-
beg  241p(5)  Kilbride  
214p(2)   Gartbreck  
209p(8)  Kilbride  206p  
Kinnabus (3) and Kil-
bride  205p(5)  Ronnach-
more  203p (6) Neriby  
202p(12)  Kilbride  197p  
Kinnabus(2) and Kin-
tra(2)  196p(3)  Kintra  

191p Kintra(2) and Ron-
nachmore (8)  190p (2)  
Woodend.
SimmentalX: 190p(5)  
Corrary.  
DINGWALL 
Dingwall and 
Highland Marts
Bullocks up to 200kg – 

Alltnadurack, Tain, £350, 
2 Scallasaig, 213.3p; 
201-250kg – Bual, £470, 
200p;
251-300kg – Achilty, 
Contin, £590, 214.6p; 
301-350kg – Grainish, 
£620, 202p; 
351-400kg – 199 Ledna-
birichen, Dornoch, £730, 
Scotsburn,  Ki ldary, 
194.6p;
401-450kg – Scotsburn 
Farm, £780, 25 Fair-
muir Road, Muir of Ord, 
185.5p;
451-500kg – Scotsburn 
Farm, £910, 187.6p; 
501-550kg – Druminlo-
chan, Kincraig, £940, 16 
Balvaird, 179.4p; 
551-600kg – Druminlo-
chan, £900, 160.1p.
Heifers up to 200kg – 
Bual, £415, 207.5p; 
201-250kg – Rychrag-
gan, Drumnadrochit, 
£470, 195.8p; 
251-300kg – Westburn, 
Murkle, £640, Achilty, 
221.4p;
301-350kg – Bual, £625, 
Alvie Estate, 195.2p; 
351-400kg – 25 Fairmuir 
Road, £720, 192p; 
401-450kg – 25 Fairmuir 
Road, £765, 176.7p; 
451-500kg – Brenachie, 
Kildary, £750, 161.3p; 
501-550kg – Grainish, 
£720;
551-600kg – Lower Gar-
tally, Lewiston, £810.
Breeding cattle
Cow with male calf – 7 
Newton of Kinkell, Muir 
of Ord, (Lim), £1,000, 
(Sim), £940. 
Cow with heifer calf – 
Riverdale Cottage, Kyle 
of Lochalsh, £760.
OTM cattle: 

Ardnagrask, Muir of 
Ord, (Lim blk), £935; 
Kindeace, Alness, (LimX 
cow), £825; Redhill, Al-
lanfearn, (CharX cow), 
£815.
OTM cattle: Ardnagrask, 
(Lim), 120.7p; Fanblair, 
C u l l o d e n ,  ( S i m X ) , 
113.9p; Redhill, (CharX), 
108.7p.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks:
Up to 250kg  Escart £510, 
204.00p;
251-300kgs Otter Estate 
£310, 120.20; 
301-350kgs  Pokellyhill 
£670, 197.10p; 
351-400kgs  Dyke £750, 
Newtom Of Logierait 
201.10p;
401-450kgs  Elmscleugh 
£855, 198.80p;
451-500kgs  Elmscleugh 
£915, 192.50p; 
501-550kgs  South Ar-
dittie £950, Newton Of 
Logierait 183.10p; 
551-600kgs  Scotstoun 
Park £1030, 176.20p; 
601-650kgs West Muir-
house £945, 155.90p; 
651-700kg  Clydeside 
£980, 148.90p; 
Over 701: West Muir-
house £965, 137.10p.
Heifers:                                                                                
Up to 250kg  Graystale 
£410, 184.70p; 
251-300kg Deanston 
£495, 174.30p; 
301-350kgs  Chalmerston 
£590, Meikle Finnery 
169.80p;
351-400kgs  Windyedge 
£705, 180.80p; 
401-450kgs  Haspielaw 

£800, 181.00p; 
451-500kgs  Clydeside 
£810, 169.50p;
501-550kgs  North Bal-
loch £770, 153.40p.
Suckled calves
Bullocks:
Up to 250kg  Mains Of 
Struie £480, 230.80p; 
2 5 1 - 3 0 0 k g s  D a l -
brack £560, Burnbrae 
192.90p;
301-350kgs  Drummon-
dearnoch £660, Strav-
ithie 199.70p; 
351-400kgs  Drummon-
dearnoch £710, Assloss 
187.70p;
Heifers:                                                                                
Up to 250kg  Shielhill 
£480, Mains Of Struie 
219.50p;
251-300kg Shielhil l 
£580, 195.10p; 
301-350kgs  Stravithie 
£630, South Ardittie 
199.70p;
351-400kgs  Drummon-
dearnoch £590, 162.50p
Sheep
Lambs
Moor (Tex) £74; Moor 
(Tex) £73; Newton of 
Collessie (Tex) £72; 
Grantsbank (Tex) £71.50; 
Creagraineach (Btex) 
and Auchenhew (Suff) 
£71; Aulich (Btex) and 
Kippen HF (Chev) and 
Claylands (Suff)  £70; 
Naemor (Cha) £69.50; 
Templand (Mule) £68; 
Bellimore on Tig (Cha) 
£67.50; Wester Bowhouse 
(Mule) £66; Gibbalston 
(BF) £65.50; Craigan-
net (BF) and Middleton 
(Mule) £64.50; Dalbrack 
(BF) £59; Ballybrennan 
(BF) £58

UNITED Auctions sold 5,459 
prime sheep and 704 ewes and 
rams at Stirling on Thursday 
when the average for lambs 
rose by 13p per kilo.

Texel lambs from Lev-
enview and Suffolks from 
Fornought sold to £88.50 
with Texels from Bankhead 
to 198p per kilo.

Suffolk ewes from Garth 
sold to £99 as did a Texel ram 
from Kilwhinnet.

THE SCOTTISH government will take a 
decision on the future of the crofters’ bull 
hire scheme in the new year.

The hiring of state-owned bulls was 
originally launched to ensure the breeding 
of high quality animals. 

A committee of inquiry set up to review 
crofting concluded that the scheme did 
not provide value for money and recom-
mended its closure.  An estimated 1,800 
crofters keep cattle but only about 450 use 
the scheme, according to the government.  

About 120 bulls are involved and most are 
kept at stud farms on the outskirts of In-
verness.  Environment Minister Roseanna 
Cunningham said: ‘Full and careful con-
sideration will be given to all the options 

UNITED Auctions sold 504 
store cattle and 124 suckled 
calves plus 7,091 sheep.

Bullocks averaged 190.10p 
and sold to 230.80p per kg for 
a 208kg Limousin cross from 
Mains Of Struie and £710 
for a 394kg Simmental cross 
from Drummondearnoch.

Heifers averaged 181.61p 
and sold to 219.50p per kg 
for a 208kg Limousin cross 
from Mains Of Struie and 
£630 for a 334kg Limousin 
cross from Stravithie.

Texel lambs from Moor 
sold to £74 and £73, with 
Suffolks from Auchenhew 
to £71.

Blackface lambs averaged 
at £52.67, with lambs from 
Gibbalston to £65.50, 
and Ballybrennan selling 
Blackfaces to £58.

UNITED Auctions held their Annual Christmas Sale 
of all classes cattle at Islay Auction Mart when 593 
head were sold.

A good entry of mainly suckled calves sold well and 
to a record ringside of buyers for this time of year.  

From the consignment of 45 head from M/s MacTag-
gart, Uiskentuie, came the top price per head, when a 
pen of four Limousin crosses sold at £938.

This consignment also had the top priced heifers, 
also Limousin crosses selling at £885.

The top priced bullocks per kilo came from M/s 
McMillan, Ardbeg when their British Belgian Blue 
cross calf sold at 251pence per kilo and Limousin 
heifer calves from the same home sold at 280 pence 
per kilo.

Both of these calves were purchased by Donald 
Patullo, Perth for further showing.

Overall, the 326 bullocks averaged 187pence per 
kilo or £563 per head whilst the 267 heifers levelled 
at 181pence per kilo or £511 per head. 

Uiskentuie Limousin 
bullocks sell to £938 
at Islay Auction Mart
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Market reports

Prime sheep trade rises again

Dingwall
meets strong 
demand

Prime trade 
rises at Stirling

Struie bullocks to 
230p at Stirling

CUTS in interest rates for bor-
rowers under the old Crofters 
Building Grants and Loans 
Scheme (CBGLS) have been 
welcomed by the Scottish 
Crofting Federation (SCF) 
which repeated its call for a 
reinstatement of the loan ele-
ment of the scheme, abolished 
in 2004.

Hundreds of crofters will 
have their interest payments 
on house loans halved easing 

during the current economic 
climate.

The option of moving from 

as seven per cent, to a new 

burden on as many as 1,700 
crofters.

The CBGLS was awarded 
on a part-grant, part-loan basis 
for building new or improving 
existing croft houses.  It was 

the grant-based Croft House 
Grants Scheme. 

Environment Minister Rose-
anna Cunningham said: ‘Re-
ducing interest rates will make 
a difference to a great number 

of people living in the more 
remote areas and will help fuel 
the cautious optimism which is 
beginning to emerge through-
out Scotland.

‘The current economic situ-
ation is difficult for all but 
geographical remoteness can 
increase overheads and make 
things even more of a strug-
gle.

‘This government is doing 
all in its power to take action 
to stimulate growth, ease the 
burden faced by business and 
ensure our economy is well-
positioned for recovery. 

‘Swift and decisive action 
- such as encouraging the Scot-
tish Environment Protection 
Agency to waive fees charged 

forestry and food industries 
- has helped sustain the rural 
economy and our rural com-
munities..

‘It is very good news that 
CBGLS interest rates are to be 
cut,’ said Marina Dennis, chair 
of SCF’s Working Group on 
Crofting Reform. 

‘It shows that the Government 
has listened to our concerns 
about housing elements of the 

draft Crofting Reform Bill. 
Even better news would be 
that the scheme was to be rein-
stated at its 1987 value, when 
the grant and loan covered 82 
per cent of average croft house 
building costs, and provided 
work for many small building 
contractors in remote areas, 
keeping the money, skills and 
people in the community. 

‘Successive governments at 
Westminster and Holyrood al-
lowed the scheme to wither and 

become devalued, until its suc-
cessor now only covers about 
15 per cent of average build 
costs for a small house, causing 
it largely to miss its target.  

‘Both the Committee of In-
quiry on Crofting and the Scot-
tish Parliament’s Rural Hous-
ing Inquiry, which was chaired 
by Rosanna Cunningham, rec-
ommended reinstatement of 
a loan and grant scheme set 
at a realistic level. However, 
the Government, and Ms Cun-
ningham in her ministerial role, 
have emphatically refused to 
consider these recommenda-
tions.’

Crofting land tenure, together 
with the low, irregular and sea-
sonal incomes of many crofters 
and the consequences of the 
credit crunch make conven-
tional mortgages inaccessible. 

Marina Dennis added: ‘The 
old loan and grant scheme 
made house building afford-
able and gave young working 
people the chance to remain in 
their communities.

‘Reinstatement of the scheme 
would contribute to the Gov-
ernment’s stated objectives on 
rural housing.’

Marina Dennis - 
‘Even better news would be 
that the scheme was to be 

reinstated at its 1987 value’

Cut in croft loan interest rates welcomed

A home-bred Limousin cross named Desperate Doug, from Ewan MacGillivray, Barcaldine Home Farm won the overall 
championship at Caledonian Marts (Stirling) Ltd’s Oban Winter Show and Sale on Tuesday. The black Limousin is a 

brother to the heifer which won the same event last year and is off Douglas MacDonald’s bull, .Reserve overall champion 
went to D W Semple and Son, Dippen. 07_t50show01

Barcaldine Home Farm repeat Oban Christmas Show success

COLLIE BITCH
Good everyday dog

Rides on ATV
Telephone 

01499 302922

Bull hire scheme decision will be taken in new year
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Local Service by Local People…
Gas Call Services Limited, provide regionally based, nationwide 
coverage and 24-hour customer support for gas and electrical 

maintenance and installation.
Gas Call Services Limited, have an impressive track record of successful 

growth and is an ambitious and innovative company. Due to our expansion 
in Scotland we are seeking the following:

Projects Manager

Plasterers

Builders

Joiners

Electrical Rewire Teams:

Electrical Inspection Testers:

Electrical Supervisors:
All applicants must be experienced in working in occupied domestic properties and be 
prepared to work to the high standards set by Gas Call. In return we will offer excellent 

remuneration packages plus training and development. 
This is an opportunity to obtain sustainable long-term contract work throughout Scotland.

For more information please contact 0141 766 3333 or alternatively 
email CV to human-resources@gascall.co.uk

We are an equal opportunities employer.

Hebridean Island Cruises are seeking experienced AB’s to join their fl eet. 
Th e immediate requirement would be onboard the Hebridean Princess 

which cruises Scotland, the Western Isles and Norway.

Candidates must hold valid STCW 95 certifi cation, Lifeboat man cer-
tifi cate or equivalent, an EDH certifi cate (Effi  cient Deck Hand), have 

experience in boat handling operations with outboard engines and good 
passenger interaction skills.

Work to leave ratio of two for one, 
trip lengths not normally exceeding eight weeks.

Prospective candidates need either to complete our online candidate 
database via our website (www.vikingrecruitment.com ) or email us at 

applicants@vikingrecruitment.com 

Viking Recruitment Limited
Aycliff e Business Centre

Archcliff e Road
Dover, Kent CT17 9EL
+44 (0) 1304 240881

Marine Husbandry Personnel Mull

Scottish Sea Farms is a leading local company producing 

markets. We are able to offer enthusiastic, self-motivated 
individuals the following opportunity:

Husbandry Staff: 
not essential.  Above all you must be enthusiastic  and 
willing to improve your career through taking initiative and 
applying training. Salary is dependent upon experience 

In addition Scottish Sea Farms operates a generous 
bonus-incentive scheme and a leading occupational 
health programme. All applicants are required to have a 
clean drivers licence. 

If you’d like to know more please contact Emma 
Campbell on 01786 445521 or email 
emma.stirling@scottishseafarms.com
to obtain an application pack.

Closing Date: Friday 18 December 2009

falls of lora hotel
Connel, by Oban

STB and AA 3star

HEAD CHEF REQUIRED
To start end of January 2010

Excellent conditions, salary and 
7 weeks paid holiday
Tel: 01631 710483 

to arrange interview

LORN MEDICAL 
CENTRE

We are looking for someone with 
good communication skills to join our 
Administration Team for (up to) 37.5 

hours per week
Please apply in writing to:

Mairi Dunnings, Practice Manager, Lorn Medical 
Centre, Soroba Road, Oban.  PA34 4HE

For further information, 
please phone 01631 563175.

Closing date for applications 18 December 2009

D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd

Due to an increase in our workload for 2010 
we have the following vacancies

Driver for 7.5 tonne Lorry
Shuttering Joiner

Skilled Labour 
(Experience in concrete work/pipeline installation)

Excavator Operator
Dumper driver

Please apply in writing stating previous experience
FAO Donald MacDonald

D A MacDonald (Contractors) Ltd
Site 13a, Kilmory Industrial Estate, 

Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RR

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, 
may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, 
GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY  and, where given, the alternative location(s).

Written comments should be made to the Area Planning and Building Standards Manager 
at this office within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

09/00417/FULLO

09/00442/FULLO

Development Address

55D High Street
Fort William
PH33 6DH

Glen Nevis Holidays Ltd
Glen Nevis
Fort William

Proposal Description

Refurbishment to licensed 
betting office

Change of use from dog 
exercise area into camping 
field and creation of new 
dog exercise area on 
adjacent land

Alternative locations  where 
application may be inspected 
and time period for comments

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & Building 
Standards Office
(14 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 
Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY
Tel: (01397) 707015 Fax: (01397) 707022    e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

NATIONAL FOREST LAND SCHEME
Forestry Commission Scotland wishes to notify community 
and environmental groups that it is considering sale of the 

following property:-

Property Name   Local Authority Area   Grid Ref.
 3 Morvern Crescent   Highland Council    NM 678 447
 Lochaline

Enquiries to:  Area Land Agent, 
Forestry Commission Scotland,

Whitegates, Lochgilphead PA31 8RS.
See www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland.  Full details have been

sent to the Community Council and Non-Government Organisations.

Raymond Stephenson and 
Mrs Mavis E Stephenson have 
applied to decroft part of the 
croft at 7 Lower Scotstown, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart 
extending to 0.1528 ha for 
the purpose of providing a 
site for a dwellinghouse.  Ref:  
4.86.21178

Raymond Stephenson and 
Mrs Mavis E Stephenson 
have applied to decroft 
part of the croft at 7 Lower 
Scotstown, Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart extending to 0.239 ha 
for the purpose of providing a 
site for a dwellinghouse.  Ref:  
4.86.21179

If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township you may 
submit comments on the 
proposals in writing or some 
other permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, Castle 
Wynd, Inverness IV2 3EQ or 
info@crofterscommission.
org.uk,, by 28 December 
2009 quoting the above case 
number.  

A copy of any valid comments 
will be served on the 
applicant.

Electrical, Control & 
Instrumentation Engineer
Cruachan Power Station 

Salary £39,970 - £59,956

Playing a pivotal role within a multi-disciplinary 
engineering team, you will provide technical 
support on all plant and apparatus within the 
Station, focussing on electrical plant and control 
and instrumentation systems, as well as fi rst 
line technical fault fi nding and the associated 
implementation of solutions.  Safety will be 
at the core of everything you do – you will 
be responsible for ensuring that staff and 
contractors are at all times working within the 
Company guidelines.

You will be responsible for the justifi cation 
of revenue and capital expenditure as part 
of business planning, and their subsequent 
fi nancial control.  You will be required to work 
closely with representatives from all areas of 
our business therefore your communication 
skills, both written and verbal, will need to be 
outstanding.  You’ll be a skilled negotiator and 
comfortable dealing with large amounts of 
complex data.

To fi nd out more about this role, or to apply, 
please visit www.scottishpower.jobs and 
search our vacancies page for IRC9491

Closing date: 21 December 2009.

Vacancy: Graduate Engineer: 
Renewable Energy: Biomass Heating 

Location: Fort William

Highland Wood Energy require a recent graduate with an engineering or 
similar relevant degree able to demonstrate the commitment and flexibility 
required to meet new challenges, as well as a keen eye for detail and a focus 
on delivering high quality projects
This is a varied role, encompassing design, project engineering and 
management, research and practical skills. The role will be based in Fort 
William, though at times may also demand extensive travel throughout 
Scotland (A driving licence is required).  The successful candidate will be 
offered a fixed term 12 month graduate placement with a salary of £16,000. 
Please send CV and covering letter to craig@highlandwoodenergy.co.uk,

Closing date for applications: Wednesday 23rd December 2009

RECEPTIONIST/BERTHING 
ADMINISTRATOR  - 

CRAOBH MARINA
A vacancy has arisen for a dynamic 
and dedicated person to work in 

you may be who we are looking for!  The successful 
applicant would be required to work in reception 
and our busy chandlery.

attitude, apply in writing to:

Jim Berry, Marina Manager, Craobh Marina, 
Craobh Haven, By Lochgilp

Proposed Assignation of 
Grazing Shares
Donald MacPherson O’Connor, 
shareholder is applying to 
the Crofters Commission for 
consent to assign the tenancy 
of two of the grazing shares in 
the Upper Scotstown common 
grazing pertaining to the croft 
at 14/18 Upper Scotstown to 
John MacDonald of Tigh na 
Feidh, Strontian. If you have 
any objection to the proposal, 
you may submit representations 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the Crofters 
Commission, Castle Wynd, 
Inverness, IV2 3EQ by 7th 
January 2010 specifying your 
interest in the application and 
your reasons for objecting. A 
copy of any representations will 
be forwarded to the applicant.

APPLICATIONS TO CREATE 
A NEW CROFT

Shaun Bate, owner of 

Oban is applying to create a 
new croft.

If you have any objection to 
the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by 1 January 2010 
quoting 5.01.21242.  Please 
specify your interest in the 
application and your reasons 
for objecting.  A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

The following decrofting 
Directions have been 
granted:

Whole Croft

Adrian’s Croft, North Connel, 
Ardchattan & Muckairn

Direction dated 3 December 
2009 granted to Colin 
Thomson and Mrs Catherine 
Jean Thomson. 

Condition:  The land is used 
for a house site. 

Case Number: 4.87.18432

The granting of this Direction 
may be appealed to the 
Scottish Land Court, within 
42 days from the date of this 
advert.  Information on how 
to appeal is available from 
the Crofters Commission.

POSTPONED
OBAN HIGH SCHOOL 

CHRISTMAS
CRACKER CONCERT

ORIGINALLY TO 
BE HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 16TH 
DECEMBER

PUBLIC NOTICES

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 
2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
Applications for planning permission listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted with 
them may be examined at: Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AR  and the location detailed below between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and by  logging to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and clicking on Online Planning  Applications. Written comments for the following list of applications may be made 
to Planning  Services: Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AR by the 31/12/2009.

•Ref No: 09/01268/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Ferguson
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house and installation of septic tank
Site Address: Land East Of Hazel Cottage, Torloisk, Isle of Mull, Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dervaig

•Ref No: 09/01383/PP
Applicant: United Auctions Limited
Proposal: Installation of rain water storage tank
Site Address: United Auctions Ltd, Dalmally, Argyll and Bute, PA33 1AE
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Dalmally

•Ref No: 09/01428/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs R Lang-Anderson
Proposal: Erection of 1no dwelling house and installation of septic tank
Site Address: Land South West Of Rhuba Garbh Cottage, Port Appin, by Oban, PA38 4BA
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 09/01458/PP
Applicant: Argyll Properties Ltd
Proposal: Erection of affordable housing (8 dwellinghouses and 12 flats)
Site Address: Land At Shillinghill (Phase 2), Tobermory, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Tobermory Area Office

•Ref No: 09/01540/PP
Applicant: Linda MacGregor and Morven Summers
Proposal: Change of use from Shop (Class 1) to Cafe (Class 3)
Site Address: 62-64 George Street, Oban, Argyll and Bute, PA34 5SD
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 09/01564/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs C Ireland
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse and holiday let chalet
Site Address: Plot 1 Deerview, Taynuilt, Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Taynuilt

•Ref No: 09/01574/PP
Applicant: Robert Walker
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house.
Site Address: Land South of Allt Na Searmoin Cottage, Salen, Isle of Mull
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 09/01677/PPP
Applicant: Northstar Properties Ltd
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land South Of Ardchiavaig Croft, Bunessan, Isle of Mull, Argyll and Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Bunessan Isle of Mull

•Ref No: 09/01718/PP
Applicant: Dominique Collinet
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house
Site Address: Site at Invercreran, Fasnacloich, Appin, Argyll and Bute PA38 4BJ
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office

•Ref No: 09/01729/PP
Applicant: Mr and Mrs Calvert
Proposal: Erection of a single storey extension and construction of 3 no new dormer windows
Site Address: Inverfolla Millcroft, Appin, Argyll and Bute, PA38 4BA
Location of Plans: Oban Area Office
Argyll and Bute Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed  between 9 a.m. and 
5 p.m. at Planning Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31  8ST.
An extant list of planning applications which can be viewed on the Councils website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
A weekly list of applications which can be viewed at Planning Services, Dalriada House,  Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 
8ST and Argyll and Bute Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the 
Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither 
will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

COMMUNITY SERVICES: EDUCATION 
EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 1980
CHOICE OF SCHOOL
It is customary for children to attend their local school; however, parents may make a written request to place their child 
in any school under the management of the education authority.  Such a request is referred to as a placing request.
Information concerning the authority’s schools and the procedures to be followed in making placing requests 
is available at every school and at the Education Offices, Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon PA23 8AJ 
(Tel: 01369 708508).  This information is also available for inspection or reference at public libraries. Information in 
relation to any particular school is available at that school.
Placing requests for session beginning August 2010 should be sent to the Director of Community Services, Education 
Offices, Argyll House, Alexandra Parade, Dunoon PA23 8AJ (Tel: 01369 708508) by 15 February 2010 for primary 
and secondary schools.

GAELIC MEDIUM EDUCATION
Gaelic Medium Education is available in the following schools:-  Bowmore Primary School, Islay; Tiree Primary 
School, Tiree; Salen Primary School, Mull; Rockfield Primary School, Oban; Strath of Appin Primary School, By Oban 
and Sandbank Primary School, Dunoon.
Parents who are interested in such provision are advised to register at the Gaelic Medium School in their area in accordance 
with the advertisement on registration of children which will be published week commencing 4 January 2010.
Parents of children due to commence attendance at school in August 2010, whether or not they wish to make a 
placing request, should proceed in accordance with the advertisement on registration of children which will be 
published week commencing 4 January 2010.

Douglas Hendry, Director of Community Services

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 
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S&S Services Subaru 
SPECIAL DEALS

Tel: 01292 880080/880440JUST ARRIVED
09 59 Subaru Tribeca 3.6R 7 seats Demo .............£27.995
09 59 Nissan Navara Tekna D/Cab ................£17.995 +vat
08 58 Audi A3 Tdi 3 door Black ..............................£14,495
08 57 Subaru Justy 5 door Silver .............................£6,995
06 56 Subaru Forester AWP Blue ..........................£10,295
06 56 Mercedes C180 Komp Avantgarde SE ......... £11,490
06 55 Suzuki Grand Vitari 2litre td ...........................£6,995

www.sandsservices.co.uk

On Justy and 
Legacy Range 

Petrol and 
Diesel

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced 
and MOT’d by ourselves

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

54 Reg Peugeot 206 1.4 Estate, 49,000 miles, Red ..................... £3575
 .... £2825

02 Reg Vauxhall Corsa 1.4SRI, 80,000 miles, Black ..................... £2800
02 Reg Renault Megane 1.4, 69,500 miles, Blue .......................... £1995

Motocross Bikes
2007 Honda CRF 150 Big Wheel, Full Monster Energy Graphics £1650
2007 Honda CRF 150 Big Wheel, Clean Bike, Ready To Race .... £1650

Unit 6 Lochavullin Estate, Oban PA34 4HB
Tel 01631 566502  Fax 01631 566470

VAT Registration Number 717 2772 26

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh
5 John Street,
Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco
Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900
www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 

FOR SALE
Investment / Development Opportunity
Dunollie Halls, Breadalbane Street, Oban

Commercial

An opportunity to acquire a well let investment / 
development opportunity located within the town 
centre of Oban.
Current Rental Income 
of £40,920 per annum. Offers Over £385,000

FOR RENT
Fully Furnished

2 Bed Flat
with large Garden

Mossfi eld Drive, Oban
Easy access to town centre

Ref. essential
Available for 

immediate entry

No pets, smokers or D.S.S.

Tel: 07909794348

TWO ROOMS 
TO LET

IN SHARED FLAT
From £80 per week 
each including C/T
Oban Town Centre

No smoking
Tel: 07770 931967

COMMERCIAL

OBAN - OFFICE PREMISES
To Let:

Available for a negotiable period at £7000 per annum.

WANTED

2 Bedroom Furnished First 
Floor Flat to let, central Oban. 
£500.00 per month with £500 deposit, plus 

Council Tax and utility bills.
No smokers, pets or DSS.

3 Bedroom furnished house.
£550.00 per month with £550 deposit, plus

Council Tax and Utility bills.
No smokers, pets or DSS.

Contact: Stevenson Kennedy, Solicitors, 
Linndhu House, 19 Stevenson Street, Oban.

01631 562317 or linda@stevensonkennedy.co.uk

TO LET

garden
Central Oban
£550 pcm 
+ utilities
Dep. & Ref. 

Required
Tel: 07941137539

TO LET

£2095 o.n.o.

HONDA CRV
X reg, MOT May, tax November 
2010, electric windows, sunroof, 

ABS, CD radio, 
remote control  locking, 

towbar with twin electrics.
Telephone: 

07725 877480 
(N Connel)

£2150

RENAULT CLIO PRIVILEGE 1.4 16V.
Very rare 3 Doors 2001 model, Automatic, 

Hatchback, Petrol, 48,000 miles, Air condition-
ing, PAS, Passenger airbag, Drivers airbag, Im-
mobilizer, CD/Radio, ABS, Alloy wheels, Front 

electric windows, Height adjustable drivers 
seat, Steering wheel reach adjustment, Electric 

sunroof, Audio remote control. 5 MONTHS MOT. 
2 months tax. Full service history.

Neat tidy car looking for a family to name it.

Tel: 01631 566 502

£19,500 inc VAT.

2009, 6 meter with 115 four stroke Yamaha, only 
27 hours running, centre consol, built in 80 litre 
tank, A frame with nav lights, Garmin GPS and 

sounder, all as new on galvanised trailer.

Telephone: 
01631 566618 or 07715172949

HUMBER
DESTROYER RIB

£2,200

SUZUKI JIMNY 4X4

1.3 petrol, 52 plate, 
MOT March, 2010, 66,000 miles, 

Oz alloys, CD player, red.

Telephone: 
07769 833813 or 07766 561264

£2,750 ono

VAUXHALL VECTRA 2.2 SRI 150
02 Plate, Taxed Jan 2010, 

MOT Aug 2010, 
42,500 miles

Telephone: 
01631 570646
07765 115211

£575 ovno

L REG 93 VW GOLF 1.4L
3 door, manual, lowered alloys. Mot 
Nov. 2010. Tax Jan 2010. Average 
mileage, above average condition. 

Recent major service.

Telephone: 
07979 068176 or 

07826 352373 
(Lochgilphead)

£1550 o.n.o.

MITSUBISHI CARISMA SPORT GDI
W reg, ABS, clima, electric 

front windows,
very good con., 1890cc 

petrol

Telephone: 
07747573451

£990 ono

RENAULT LAGUNA
X reg, mileage 79,090, 

MOT Dec 2010, tax 
March 2010, good order

Telephone: 
01852 314311

FORD FOCUS
1.8TDCI

£3,650
2003

70,000 miles
Will provide 12 months MOT

Tel: 07771 1347011 / 01880 770 179

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER 
3.0D4D LC3

£16,500 o.n.o.
2006, MOT AND TAX TILL  MAY 2010, 47000 MILES, 
FSH, EXTRAS, SAT NAV PARKING SENSORS, TOWBAR, 

WHEEL COVER, CD, PHONE KIT

Tel: 01546 602389 or 07831529549

£1350

Factory made, sleeps 3 adults and one child, wheel 
chair access, 12 months MOT.

Telephone: 
01369 704599 or 07766191265

RENAULT PREMIERE 
D REG CAMPER VAN

£450

long wheel base, 2.5 litre diesel, ready for MOT, 
G reg, runs well.

Telephone: 
01369 704599 or 07766191265

MITSUBISHI
SHOGUN

£2650

VAUXHALL VECTRA SXI
53 Plate, 50,000 Miles, 

Full Service History
1 Year MOT, Alloys, Air 
Con, CD Player, Good 

Condition

Telephone: 
07887616916or
01880740295

£3800

VAUXHALL MERIVA LIFE TWINPORT 5DR.
09/2004

47,000 miles
1364cc

taxed/Mot till August 2010
Excellent condition.

Telephone: 
01770

(Arran) 302702

£1800 o.n.o.

PEUGEOT 106 INDEPENDENCE

02. Excellent condition
1 careful lady owner.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

830303

RENAULT 
CLIO

£2500
5 door, hatchback, 04 Reg, 

23,000miles, MOT/Tax Oct 2010, 1149cc. 

Tel: 01586 830223

£700

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 1.4 SE
3 door, P Reg. 

87,000 miles. MOT April 
2010 New Timing Belt. 

Good order.

Telephone: 
07979520792

RENAULT CLIO 
PRIVILEGE

£2500 o.n.o.
16v 1.4 AUTOMATIC 2003

Under 50,000 ml. 10 months MOT. 4 months TAX.

Daytime 01546 600040
Evenings 01546 886331

Buyers should note where 
standardised silhouettes 

are used they do not 
accurately represent the 

vehicle being sold
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PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•CARAVANS

•PLUMBING & HEATING

Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner

08702 413548

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

•CARPET CLEANING

07827 014328
info@ecocarpetcleaning.net

call or text

Puts the life back into 
tired looking furniture

Are you ready 
for the digital 
switch over?
for all your aerial and 

satellite repair and 
installation needs

Tel: 07564119146
Email: clarksds@hotmail.com

•TELEVISION SERVICES

•FIREWOOD

SPLIT

LOGS
£75 per weighed ton 

Ideal Christmas 
Present

Free delivery 
Oban area.

Telephone 
07881418565

or 07788426695

‘In those days there was no 
king in Israel. 

Everyone did what was right 
in his own eyes.’ 

Selfishness is the controlling 
force of sinful living.

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

1979 tenth anniversary 

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT

 BABY EQUIPMENT

bassinette, vibrating 

 BICYCLES

 BUILDING / DIY

 CAR ACCESSORIES

 CD’S, DVD’S AND
VIDEOS

Matrix, all in very good 

seasons 1-3, in good 

seasons 1-7, in very good 

rush hour trilogy, meet the 

trilogy, all in very good 

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

inside, in hood and around 
sleeves, 1-1½ years, never 

month trousers, brilliant 

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

 DOMESTIC PETS

 EQUESTRIAN

 FIREARMS

 FURNITURE

hours.

hours.

GARDEN MACHINERY

GREYHOUNDS

HEALTH AND FITNESS

HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

HIGHLAND DRESS

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

still in the box and never 

HOME FURNISHINGS

HOME OFFICE

good order, no missing 

 KITCHEN AND
BATHROOM

LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

 MAIL ORDER

MARINE

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

 POWER TOOLS

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

Lismore Primary 

FAY BLACK
Wishes to thank 

most sincerely all 
her many friends 

who sent cards etc 
during her recent 
stay in hospital. 

As she will not be 
sending Christmas 

cards this year, 
she would take 

this opportunity to 
wish you all a very 
Happy Christmas 
and God’s richest 

blessing in the New 
Year. 

Robbie at 
Hannahs Newsagents 

would like to thank all his staff 
and customers over the years. 

There are too many names 
to mention and so many big 

characters - You know who you 
are!!

Thanks for all the fun, laughter 
and support. I would like to wish 
Shona all the luck for the future. 

Best Wishes Robin. 

AUDREY
Happy 40th 

Birthday

From all the family

Happy 18th 
Jamie

Love Mum, Dad and 
Cammy xxx

 TOYS AND GAMES

 WANTED

PERSONALS

Satellite Solutions
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THE
OBAN
TIMES

&
West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND 

ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly 

newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 

newsagents every week
Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

Deputy Editor:
Graham Crawford

Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices:
Fort William
(01397) 703003

Fax (01397) 702495
Lochgilphead
(01546) 602345

Fax (01546) 602661
Campbeltown
(01586) 554646

Fax (01586) 553006

The Oban Times

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

ENGAGEMENTS

DEATHS
BUCHANAN - Peacefully 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on Dec 6, 2009.  Nan 
Buchanan (née MacInnes) 
of 11 Cnoc a’challtuinn, 
Clachan Seil, loving wife of 
the late Duncan Buchanan, 
eldest daughter of the late 
Duncan and Mary MacInnes, 
Braefoot and dear sister of 
Jessie and the late Archie, 
Malcolm and Isabel.
MACPHERSON - 
Suddenly on December 
5, 2009, at Motherwell, 
in his 75th year, William 
David, formerly of  Polnish, 
Lochailort, beloved husband 
of Wilma Martis and dear 
father of David, much 
loved brother and uncle to 
us all. Cremation on Friday 
December 11, at 9.15am 
at Cooperative Funeral 
Parlour, Motherwell, 
thereafter to Crematorium. 
Sadly missed. RIP.
POCKLINGTON - 
Peacefully at home, on 
December 4, 2009, aged 54 
years, Melanie, dearest wife 
of Robert, beloved sister 
of Mervyn and a friend to 
many. A memorial service 
will be held at Church of 
Scotland, Isle of Colonsay 
on Saturday, December 19, 

please. Donations may be 
given for the Friends of 
Beatson.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

BROWN - Sandra, David, 
Graham, Paul and family of 
the late Alasdair Brown wish 
to thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for all the 
cards, visits, telephone 

following their sad loss. 
Sincere thanks to Rev Dwin 
Capstick for his comforting 
service, Billy McClymont 

funeral arrangements and 
Salen Hotel for catering. 
Special thanks to Dr Fattah 
and all the staff of Ward 
C at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban and the 
doctors and nurses at 
Tobermory Surgery. Finally 
thank you to everyone who 
came to pay their respects 
at the church and graveside 
generously donating £700 
to Macmillan Nurses (Oban 
Branch).
LOGAN - The family of the 
late Katie Logan would like 
to thank all relatives and 
friends for their kindness, 

this sad time.  Special thanks 
to Rev Scrimingeor and 
Angela Strather for uplifting 
services, Co-op Funeralcare 
and MacAffer Undertakers 
for professionalism and 
White Hart Hotel for 
catering.
MACINTYRE - Linda 
and Carol would like to 
thank family and friends for 
their support and kindness 
following their recent sad 
loss.  Sincere thanks to 
Donald MacKinnon for 
his comforting service, to 
D and A Munn for funeral 
arrangements and to the 
Kings Knoll.  Special 
thanks to the staff of North 

Argyll Eventide Home 
and Lynn of Lorne Care 
Home.  Finally, to Auntie 
Morag a special thank you 
for companionship and 
unfailing visits, more like a 
sister than a sister-in-law.
MACLEOD - Kenny
MacLeod, who passed away 
on November 22, 2009 at 
Mosspark Nursing Home, 
age 76. The family would 
like to take this opportunity 
to thank the staff at 
Mosspark care home and 
all the staff at both Belford 
and Raigmore Hospitals for 
the care and compassion 
they showed our dad over 
the past few months, also 
kind thanks to all at John 
MacLellan undertakers and 
we would like to thank all 
who helped us through our 
time of bereavement, your 
support and kind words 
mean so much. God bless. 
Forever in our hearts, rest 
now.
MICHIE - The Michie 
family wish to thank most 
sincerely all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
sympathy shown during their 
recent sad bereavement. A 
special thanks to staff at the 
Belford Surgical Ward for 
their care and devotion and 
also all nurses who attended 
mum at home.
- 24 Camaghael Road, Caol, 
Fort William.

IN MEMORIAM
ANTONIOS - Cherished 
memories of Wagih, a 
devoted husband and friend, 
who died December 14, 
2007.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- His loving wife Margaret.
BELL - In loving memory 
of our dad John, who passed 
away on December 12, 
2004, also remembering our 
mother Betty, who passed 
away on July 21, 2002.
Sorely missed.
- John and Morvyn.
BUNTING - In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
Jessie, who died December 
11, 1980, my stepfather 
Willie, who died February 
10, 2003 and my brother 
Arthur Straker, who died 
October 30, 2001.
Time may move on
But memories will always 
remain.
- Alasdair and family.
EDWARDS - In loving 
memory of my dear husband, 
John Cameron Edwards, 
who died December 13, 
2006.
Always in my thoughts.
- Loving wife, Irene.
GIBSON - In loving 
memory of my mother 
Jenny, who passed away on 
December 12, 2003.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Son Jimmy.
GIBSON - In loving 
memory of a dear mum, 
Jenny, who passed away 
December 12, 2003.
Your presence we miss
Our memories we treasure
- Love Kathleen, Sandy and 
family. 
GIBSON - Loving 
memories of a dear mother, 
granny and great-granny, 
Jenny, died December 12, 
2003.  Also remembering 
loved ones gone before.
Time passes, memories stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Tommy, Neillie and 
family.
IRVINE - Fond memories 
of a dear friend, Ruby, 
passed away December 13, 
2008.
Sadly missed.
- Love Nan.
LAMBERT - In loving 
memory of Joey, who died 
December 6, 2003
Always in my thoughts
Forever in my heart.
- Jimmy.
MACARTHUR - 
Treasured memories of my 
dear husband Duncan, who 
passed away December 13, 
2004.  Someone too special 
to ever forget.  
- Betty and family, 
Lochgilphead, Islay and 
USA.
MACCALLUM - In 
loving memory of Jackie, 
a dear husband, father and 
grampa who passed away 
on December 9, 1993.
Always in our thoughts.
- Jessie and family.
MACGILLIVRAY - In 
loving memory of our dear 
mother and granny, Katie, 
who died December 12, 
1979.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Inserted by all the family.
MACINNES - In loving 
memory of Roddie died  
December 14, 1999.
This day is remembered and 
quietly kept
No words are needed
We shall never forget.
- Bella and family, 
Lochailort.
MACINTOSH - In loving 
memory of my dear wife and 
mother Morag, who died on 
November 27, 1979.
Always remembered.
- Inserted by her husband, 
Ewen and son Hector.
MACINTYRE - 
(McCombie). In loving 
memory of Joe, dear 
husband, dad, grandad, who 
passed away December 11, 
2004.
Time goes by and life goes 
on
But in our hearts
You are never gone
- Love Wilma and family, 
Oban, Glasgow. 

MACINTYRE - 
(McCombie). In loving 
memory of a dear son, 
brother, brother-in-law 
and uncle Joe, who died 
December 11, 2004. 
Time slips by, memories 
stay
Quietly remembered every 
day
- Bert, John, Teenie, Peter, 
Fraser, Fiona and Kevin. 
MACINTYRE - Treasured 
memories of my dear father 
Hugh MacIntyre who 
passed away on December 
9, 1970.  RIP.
Wonderful father so very 
rare
Content in his home and 
always there
A helping hand to all he’d 
give
A better father never lived.

13 Lorn Avenue, Dunollie, 
Oban.
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of my dear father, 
Hugh MacIntyre, who 
passed away on December 
9, 1970.  RIP.
I lost a father with a heart 
of gold
Few of his like this world 
could hold
For those left behind he did 
his best
God grant him now eternal 
rest.
- Inserted by his loving 
daughter, Flora, Glasgow.
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of a dear mum, 
mother-in-law, granny and 
great-granny, Mary Stewart, 
who died on December 4, 
2008.  RIP.
Time goes by and life goes 
on
But in our hearts you’re 
never gone.
Sadly missed.
- Priscilla Stewart and 
family.
MACQUARRIE - In 
loving memory of our 
dearly beloved mum, Agnes, 
who died on December 14, 
2008.
Our hearts still ache in 
sadness

For what it meant to lose 
you mum
No one will ever know.
- Inserted by her loving 
daughter Ann  and son-in-
law, Cameron, Erskine.
MACQUARRIE - In 
loving memory of our dear 
mum and grandma, Agnes, 
who died December 14, 
2008, and our dear father 
and grandad, Donald John, 
who died May 21, 1989. 
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by Simon, 
Ishbel, Kirsteen and Kevin, 
Dumbarton.
RICHMOND - In 
loving memory of father 
and grandfather,  John 
Richmond, 9 Lismore 
Crescent, Oban, who passed 
away on December 13, 
1973.

Filled with memories and 
tears
As the mind reaches back
Through the album of years
But the clock ticks away
And the night becomes 
morn
Light streaks the horizon
A new day is born
Thus God in his wisdom
Created tomorrows
The blessing of time
To lighten our sorrows.
- Inserted by his ever loving 
son Victor, daughter-in-law 
Anne, grandchildren Yvonne 
and John, Bermuda.
SANDISON - In memory 
of our precious son, Liam. 
How constantly we think of 
you
With hearts and eyes that 

The love in life we had for 
you
In death grows stronger still
Let the winds of love blow 
softly
And whisper for you to hear
We love and miss you sadly 
Liam
As it dawns another year
Love you forever.
- Mum, Dad, Aaron and 
Cameron xxxx.
SANDISON - In loving 
memory our darling 
grandson, Liam, who died 
on December 10, 2006.
We miss you more than 
anyone knows
As time goes by the 
emptiness grows
The tears we shed
Are wiped away
But the ache in our hearts
Is there to stay.
- All our love Gran and 
Granda xxx.
SANDISON - In loving 
memory of our darling 
grandson, Liam, sadly taken 
on December 10, 2006, age 
4 years.
Our hearts still ache

We miss you more and 
more
But the beautiful memories
Stored deep in our hearts
Will be treasured forever 
more
Will love you forever 
darling.
- Granda and Granny, 
(Claggan).
SANDISON - In loving 
memory of our darling 
nephew and cousin, Liam, 
died December 10, 2006, 
age 4.
Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure
You are loved beyond 
words
And missed beyond 
measure
Love and miss you always 
wee man.
- Auntie Linda, Uncle Angie, 
Sean and Lisa.xxxx

SUTHERLAND - 
CRUICKSHANK

 Both famillies are delighted 
to announce the engagement 

on November 9,  2009 of 
David Andrew, son of Andy 

and Angela, 8 Old Mill 
Lane, Inverness and Claire, 

eldest daughter of James and 
Laura, 28 Culduthel Road, 

Inverness.

CHARITY DONATIONS

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 13 December 2009

Advent 3
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist ............. 10.15
Sunday School and Crèche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost
(01631) 562323

Holy Spirit, Ardchattan
Holy Eucharist ..........12.15

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 13th December 2009

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076
All welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP
Sunday 13th December

Oban High School
Main Hall
10:30am

All Welcome
Telephone

07836 342 622
www.lorncf.org.uk

RELIGIOUS
SOCIETY OF 

FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
LOCHABER AND LORN
MEETING FOR WORSHIP
held the Second Sunday

of each month
11 a.m. - 12 noon

Port Appin Hall
Visitors welcome

For further information
telephone 01631 730594

or 01631 330429

Thought for the 
week

What would 
you have 
done?
I often wonder what I 
would have said at that 

It’s fairly easy now, 
looking back, to see 
the baby Jesus as God 
among us, God with us, 
the hope for the world 
born in a stable. In that 
original story, it was 
not so straight forward. 
Some pople say ‘yes’ 
while others said ‘no’ to 
God’s gift of himself.

The innkeeper said ‘no’ 
because he was too busy, 
too rushed, too caught 
up in the busyness of the 
time.

King Herod said ‘no’ 
because his lifestyle was 
threatened by this new 
king and he did not want 
to change. Even a priest, 
Zachariah, said ‘no’ not 
believing that God could 
use him and his wife in 
their older years.

I am glad to say that 
some people did say 
‘yes’.

Mary, a young person 
who wanted to do what 
God asked her to do said 
‘yes’. Joseph believed 
God had spoken to him 
in a dream and said ‘yes’. 
Even the shepherds, the 
ultimate outsiders of 
their time, said ‘yes’ to 
a God who called them 
to discover and share the 
good news of God born 
among us. Through their 
joyful yet sometimes 
fearful ‘yes’ God grew 
his story of wonder and 
love.

This Christmas, what 
will you say to God?

Reverend Paul Beautyman, 
Youth Advisor for Argyll 
Presbytery

ST PAUL’S Church, 
Kinlochleven held a 
very successful and well 
attended Christmas Fair, 
raising just over £1,300 
for the Church Repair 
Fund.

Success for 
St Paul’s

Victoria Derrick was 

her hand at the Lucky 
Dip at a charities sale 
in St John’s Cathedral 

recently. The sale, 
which had various 

stalls, teas and a raf-

money for North Argyll 
Carers and Spinal 
research. 07_t47dip01

MORE than a dozen 
members of Tiree 
Parish Church guild 
spent several hours 

presents and wrapping 
them with Christmas 
paper before sending 
them off to children and 
poor adults in Eastern 
Europe.

The women worked 
tirelessly in the Resource 

estimated 70 boxes for 
the recipients with items 
such as toys, toothpaste, 
warm gloves and hats, 
drawing pencils and 
pads, soap and sweets.

The boxes were 
stacked for collection 
by Mark Armstrong 
who took them in the 
Wilson Carrier’s van 
to Oban where they 
were destined for the 
Blythswood shop before 
being sent off to Eastern 
Europe. Two larger 
boxes also contained 
clothes sent in from the 
thrift shop at Barra.

Catriona Rowan, who 
organised ‘Operation 
boxes,’ said: ‘I would 
like to thank all the 

the boxes, and people 
who donated items. 
Also, Wilson Carrier’s 
who sent over empty 
boxes from Stead and 
Simpson shoe shop in 
Oban.

‘I am told that anyone 

of the children opening 
their boxes never 
forgets seeing their 
faces lighting up with 
joy. These children have 
nothing   and are more 
than thrilled to get a 
present, expecially at 
Christmas time.

‘Some of the clothes 
are earmarked for an 
orphanage which I am 
hoping our guild will 
sponsor.’

Tiree guild 
pack boxes 
for Eastern 
Europe A MULL minister is 

hoping to making a 
special trip to the Holy 
Land over the festive 
period.

Ms Sutch Pickard, of 
Bunessan, will be going to 
Palestine and Israel as an 
ecumenical accompanier 
–standing as a witness 
on the checkpoints to 
ensure Palestinians can 
pass freely for work and 
medical appointments.

It is the second time 
that the lay minister and 
poet has made the trip.

A spokeswoman 
for the Ecumenical 
A c c o m p a n i m e n t 
Programme in Palestine 
and Israel (EAPPI): 
‘Two of our aims are 
to provide a protective 
presence to vulnerable 
Palestinian communities 
and to support Israeli 
and Palestinian peace 
activists, and Palestinian 
Christians.

‘Last year 401 
individuals passing 
checkpoints and barrier 
gates were surveyed and 
said that because of the 
presence of ecumenical 
accompaniers 70 per cent 

Jan Sutch Pickard who will soon be making her 
way to Palestine and Israel as a ecumenical ac-

companier. 16_t50pickard01

could cross more quickly, 
73 per cent stated that 
ecumenical accompaniers 
presence decreased 
the incidents of Israeli 
soldiers’ harassment 

of Palestinians and 69 
per cent felt that the 
accompaniers presence 
supported their right to 
cross and their right to 
freedom of movement.’ 

From Bunessan to 
Palestine and Israel

AN OBAN couple have praised the 
generosity of their fellow residents 
after they raised £750 in only eight 
days for Sense Scotland.

Thomas and Cheryl Watt, who live 
in Drimvargie Gardens, had to raise a 
minimum sponsorship of £160 each 
to take part in last weekend’s ghost 
hunt at Inveraray Jail, in aid of Sense 
Scotland.

And the couple surpassed their 
fundraising expectations after kind-
hearted neighbours more than doubled 
the cash they required.

Cheryl said: ‘We just went round 
doors and had a couple of tins in the 
shops. We didn’t think we would raise 
that much money that quickly.

‘I would like to thank the people of 
Oban for their generosity.’ 

Thomas and Cheryl Watt raised £750 in eight days for charity. 07_t50sense01

Couple’s eight-day cash 
raiser for Sense Scotland

FOLLOWING a 
competition in The 
Oban Times, RSABI, 
the charity which 
helps people who have 
worked in a land-based 
occupation, has been 
able to assist a few 
more people-in-need 
from the west coast.
  The charity works in the 

does not disclose any 
names, a spokesman has 
stated that, as a direct 
result of the publicity, 
RSABI has awarded 
two fuel poverty grants 
in our catchment area, 
and has 16 further 
applications are under 
consideration.     

The charity already 
assists other local people 
in ways that best address 
their individual needs.
RSABI, which used 
to be known as 
the Royal Scottish 
Agricultural Benevolent
Institution, exists to 
help people who have 
worked in farming, 
forestry, shepherding, 
crofting, gamekeeping, 
stalking or other land-
based activity, or their 
widow or dependant 
relative, in times of 
need. 

Help can take the 
form of regular ongoing 
payments to help people 

incomes, or one-off 

needs such as replacing 
leaking windows, 
providing transport to 
and from hospital or 
even for a short break. 
 The charity wants 
even more people to 
come forward for help. 
A spokeswoman said: 
‘We are urging people 
to pick up the telephone 
to discuss their situation 
in private with a 
sensitive and friendly 
representative.’

The organisation can 
be contacted on 0131 
472 4166.  

Oban Times 
helps RSABI 
to help others

SUPPORT for the Oban 
Concern for Palestine 
Group is continuing to 
grow as it gets more 
active.

The group recently 
organised another public 
meeting in Oban with 
the main speaker being 
Kate Aspinwall from 
Ayrshire. 

She spoke about her 
experiences in Palestine 
earlier this year as an 
impartial peace observer 
with the Ecumenical 
A c c o m p a n i m e n t 
Programme in Palestine 
and Israel (EAPPI) 
and illustrated very 
graphically what it was 
really like to live under 
occupation. Despite the 
bad weather, there was a 
healthy turnout and many 
of those present made 
useful contributions 
to the open discussion 
which followed Kate’s 
talk.

Two members of the 
group had a particularly 
good reason to hear the 
talk as they are going out 
to Palestine and Israel for 
three months each next 
year with the Ecumenical 
Programme (EAPPI).

Later on the same week 
, the group had a stall in 
the Corran Halls in Oban 
when Argyll Animal held 
its Christmas Fayre. 

The Oban group sold 
more than £200-worth of 

Oban Concern for Palestine’s stall at the Argyll 
Animal Aid Christmas fayre, with Peter Morri-

son, Sophie Hamilton and Toril Frantzen.

goods made in Palestine 
and explained to a number 
of people the purpose for 
the group’s existence,
which is to create more 
awareness of what is 
happening there and to 
take action.

Another Concern for 
Palestine stall was run 
at the Torosay Castle 
Craft Fair on Mull during 

December.
Jan Sutch Pickard, who 

is one of the leaders of the 
Oban group and who has 
also served with EAPPI, 
recently convened an 
informal gathering on 
Mull of seven peace 
observers to share 
information about what 
is happening just now in 
Israel and Palestine and 
the response of different 

local communities in this 
country.

Anyone who wishes 
more information or 
who wants to join the 
voluntary group can 
contact Graeme Pagan 
at 01631 563737 or 
neaveton@tiscali.co.uk.

Oban Concern for Palestine Group 
becomes more active

STEWART - In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
and grandmother Ann, who 
passed away on December 
12, 1982.  Also our dear 
father and grandfather 
Angus, who passed away on 
October 7, 1994.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Inserted by Angus, Nancy, 
Rena, Mavis and families, 
Bowmore, Islay and 
Canada.



Shinty leagues
Premier Division
Kingussie
Newtonmore
Fort William 
Glenurquhart
Kyles Athletic 
Oban Camanachd 
Inveraray
Lochaber
Bute
Glenorchy

18 13 4 1 82 28   30 
18 13 4 1 68 20   30
18   9 2 7 39 31   20
18   8 3 7 35 38   19 
18   8 4 6 49 43   18 
17   8 2 7 30 35   18
18   6 111 40 55  13 
18  5 3 10 25 47  13
17   4 310 25 40  11
18   1 2 1513 71    4 

Results
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Shinty

Shinty fixtures
Shinty

Shinty

Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Kyles Athletic 1 

Kingussie 5
(played at Oban)

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
Oban Camanachd v Bute
David Mitchell 

Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
Inveraray 1 Bute 4
Kyles Athletic 1 Kingussie 5

minutes of their championship 

Division tie against Kyles at 
Oban to clearly display that they 
had no intention of releasing their 

With the Kyles’ defence all 
at sea for the majority of the 90 

veteran Kenny MacDonald to 
restrict the league champions to 

Kyles at pace from the opening 

recovered from losing this early 

up to speed in a match that was 

Despite an 18th minute shot 
from Duncan Kerr which Andrew 

a nervous Kyles defence which 
was frequently drawn to the 

within a minute MacDonald was 

regularly fed the cross ball from 
the right behind a stretched Kyles 

in from the right was missed by 
three defenders before it reached 

Kyles tried to press the ball in 

as Gow’s diagonal pass found 

muscled young King to turn and 

MacDonald came to his 
defence’s rescue a minute later 

the defence for Thain to run on 

Kingussie’s fourth goal of the 

feet by Thain and a powerful turn 

With the game well outwith 

pride for Kyles in the second 45 

minutes and they certainly saw 
more of the ball without really 

Grant Irvine into a more forward 

reading the play to perfection and 
shutting down space for Kyles to 

and Kenny MacDonald produced 
another top class save in the 75th 

through the defence and blast 

turned onto the post by the 

Martin gain a consolation goal 
for Kyles when he met a ball on 
the right and turned to net well 

With this season’s top of the 

falls on the foot of the table with 
one relegation slot still to be 

now require another two points 

victory for the islanders will see 
Lochaber join Glenorchy in the 

Kings retain 
their crown

Kingussie’s Kevin Thain turns away from Kyles’ defender Donald Irvine at Moss-

in Kingussie’s success Picture - John MacTavish

Picture - John MacTavish
tussle to the wire

Shinty

Scottish Hydro Premier Division
Inveraray 1  Bute 4

produce a repeat performance to ensure that 
Lochaber join Glenorchy as the two clubs 

destination of the title and the relegation 

they determindly protected until the interval 

was sealed with 20 minutes remaining when 

Oban Camanachd won the South Division    

lovely shinty with further goals from Calum 
McGillivary, Connar Howe, Sean Dunstaffan-

-

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£650

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are:
A Gemmell, Ulva Road, Oban and J Speirs, Chalmers Court, Inveraray
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Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Expect a sunny day but not a warm one with temperatures 

peaking at 7ºC. Winds light south-westerly. 
Temperatures 4ºC to 7ºC

Friday
Another bright day on the whole but even colder than 

the previous day. Winds light to moderate south-easterly.
Temperatures 4ºC to 6ºC. 

Weekend Outlook 
Sunshine makes way for heavy rain for most of the 

weekend. Winds light to moderate southerly. 
Temperatures 5ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Calm to moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, December 10, 2009
are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 05.54 1.3 12.29 3.3 19.10 1.7 **.** *.*
Fri 01.24 3.0 07.03 1.4 13.50 3.3 20.19 1.6                 
Sat 02.29 3.2 08.12 1.4 14.51 3.4 21.16 1.6
Sun 03.19 3.3 09.16 1.4 15.39 3.5 22.02 1.5
Mon 04.00 3.5 10.11 1.4 16.19 3.5 22.42 1.4
Tues 04.39 3.7 10.59 1.3 16.55 3.6 23.19 1.3
Wed 05.17 3.8 11.42 1.3 17.30 3.7 23.56 1.2
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

SATURDAY’S results: 
Baljaffrey 0, Under 13s 
3. Scoring for Saints were 
Matthew Kelly, Jamie Easton 
and Douglas Tyrel Bunge. 
Under 15s 1, Kilpatrick 5. 
Saints marksman was Martin 
MacPherson. Alba Thistle v 
Under 19s, postponed. This 
Saturday’s games: Under 13s 
v Barcalomond; Drumchapel 
United v Under 15s and 
Under 19s v Dunoon.

Scottish Amateur Cup
4th Round

Oban Saints 0
Broomhill 0

OBAN Saints entertained 
West of Scotland Premier 
League side Broomhill from 
Greenock in the Scottish 
Cup fourth round last 
Saturday but put in their 
worst performance of the 
season by a long way.

The players looked way 
short of their normal pace 
and will be forced to up 
their game for the replay this 
Saturday in Port Glasgow.

The visitors started 
strongly and were were Donald Campbell

Saints’ Scottish award success

THE PASSION for football 
in the Oban area has been 
rewarded with a prestigious 
national sporting award.

Oban Saints Football Club 
won the coveted Local Club 
of the Year award, sponsored 
by the Sunday Mail and 
Sportscotland, at the Scottish 
Sports Awards in Glasgow 
last Thursday. 

Representatives of Oban 
Saints - David Buchanan, Iain 
Jackson, Iain Alexander and 
Thomas Sharp attended the 
black tie awards ceremony 
in the Hilton Hotel, hosted 
by STV presenters Stephen 
Jardine and Ali Douglas and 
attended by 500 people.

The Saints representatives 
were in top class company 
and the likes of Sir Alex 
Ferguson, Catriona Mat-
thew, John Higgins, Dario 
Franchitti and Andy Murray 
were all vying for the Sports 
Personality of the Year 
Award. Golfer Catriona 

Matthew won this category.
And a roar of laughter 

came from the audience 
when club secretary David 
Buchanan was asked, while 
on stage, if they had a long 
journey to get to the awards.

‘Yes. We’ve been travelling 
since Monday,’ he replied.

On a more serious note, 
David said that the club 
were delighted just to 
have been nominated for 
such a prestigious award 
by the Scottish Football 
Association.

He added: ‘To win it was 
very special. It was a reward 
for everybody at the club for 
all the hard work they’ve put 
in over the years.’

The club runs 10 teams 
for players from as young as 

veterans team. 
Highlights for the Oban 

contingent was meeting their 

sporting idols and seeing 
Colin Montgomerie receive  
the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from Celtic, Liverpool 
and Scotland legend Kenny 
Dalglish.

An edited programme 
of the awards ceremony 
was screened by Scottish 
Television on Sunday 
evening.

As part of the awards 
procedure the club were 

a training session recently. 
David said: ‘We only had a 

couple of hours to get things 
organised as all our teams 
train on different nights 
of the week, but in the end 
we managed to get a good 
turnout from our senior, 
youths and ladies teams to 
turn up and put on a training 
session for the cameras.

‘I think that shows how 
dedicated all of our players 

their love of the game.
‘The STV crew were there 

the training session in the 
howling wind and almost 
horizontal rain. 

They were impressed with 
the turnout in such abysmal 
conditions. We also did a 
couple of interviews, which 
obviously did enough to 
bring the award back to 
Oban and Argyll.’

Oban football coaches rub shoulders 
with legends Dalglish and Montgomerie

Football

RIGHT: From left: Iain 
Jackson, Iain Alexander 

(standing), David 
Buchanan, and Thomas 
Sharp represented Oban 

Saints at the awards 
ceremony and were 

featured on television 
collecting the prize.

Stalemate shows Scottish Cup struggles
Football

They almost opened the 
scoring in the 42nd minute 
when they were awarded a 
free kick out on the right, 
but thankfully for Saints, 
keeper Graham Douglas 
made a great save, touching 
the ball round the post to 
keep the scoreline blank at 
the interval.

Saints manager Iain 
Jackson was not happy at half 
time and let his players know 
that a major improvement 
was needed or they could go 
out of the cup. 

Saints heeded the warning 
and created plenty of chances 
in the second half.

The home side hit the bar 
twice in a matter of seconds.  

Campbell, were both denied. 
Donald hit the bar again as 
the game drew to a close, 
after getting on the end of a 
Willie Gemmell corner.

Manager Iain Jackson 
was not happy with the 
performance, although he 

Saints could get through the 
tie. The replay at Parklea, 

Port Glasgow, has a 1pm 
kick-off, with extra time and 
penalties, if required.

5

THE RECENT long holiday 
weekend was anything 
but a rest for two juniors 
from EckO Orienteering 
Club as they headed down 
to Newcastle to compete 
in the British Schools 
Championships.

Saturday afternoon was 
spent training followed by 
the competition on Sunday 
in which over 800 primary 
and secondary school aged 
children took part. 

Callum Hunter ran well 
and achieved second place in 
his class while Emily Hunter 
was placed sixth. 

Their combined score 
earned them a bronze medal 
for Taynuilt School in the 
the ‘small primary school’ 
section.

Junior teams in the Oban Express Primary Football 
League, including the primary one team K-Oz, pic-

tured, played friendly matches against each other on 
Sunday before breaking up for the festive holidays. 
League business will resume on January 24. League 

chairman Kenny Campbell can be contacted on 07899 
847 187 if any primary ones are interested in joining 

the K-Oz team.

Come and join the K-Oz

DECEMBER Medal: 1 
Lachlan Gairns, 85 less 
12 net 73; 2 Alexander 
MacLean, 86 less 13 net 73; 
3 John Macintyre jnr, 82 less 
8 net 74. Css 72.

Junior Results
December Junior Medal: 1 

Brandon  Freeman; 2 Robbie 
Thomson; 3 Liam Logan.

TWO ARGYLL age records 
were broken at the Oban 
area contest of Sports Hall 
Athletics, held in the main 
hall at Atlantis Leisure last 
Saturday, despite a low 
turnout of competitors. 

by Emma Thompson from 

competing in the under-11 
category. 

Emma dominated her 
competition winning all 
eight events and performed 
exceptionally well in the 
high jump clearing the bar 
at a new Argyll age record of 
1.27 metres.

Younger sister Grace 
Thompson made it a family 
double success in winning 
the under-9 age group ahead 
of Hannah Teape from 
Taynuilt.

Ben Coates from Park 
primary won seven events to 
take the under-11 title. 

The Coates boys almost 
made it another family 

SHE West League 
Division One
Cumnock 33

Oban Lorne 29

minutes at Cumnock last 
Saturday dashed any hopes 
of Oban ending their poor 
away form.

Lorne travelled hoping 
to leapfrog their opponents 
in the league with a much 
needed win.

Oban coach Corrie Louw 
made several changes to the 
side which lost narrowly 
to Clydebank in the Bowl, 
most notably club captain 
Gary McEwan staring at 
stand off and twins Cameron 
and Struan Smith starting in 
the centres.

The game started woefully 

Game lost after 15 minutes
for Oban who took too long 
to get the long journey out of 
their legs. The result was a 
early 19-0 lead for the home 
side with only 15 minutes 
gone.

The men in green however 
refused to let this bad start 
affect their own attacking 
play. As a result of fantastic 
work by the forwards, an 
overlap was created form 
a driving maul to produce 

afternoon.
Stranglehold

Cumnock regained a 
stranglehold on the tie in 
the form of a penalty try, 
controversially awarded 
by the referee. This was 

successfully converted to 
give Cumnock a 26-5 lead.

half well with a converted 
Robin MacQueen try.

Oban started the second 

club, reduced the gap to 
seven points.

Cumnock again struck 
back almost immediately 

afternoon and the game 
looked dead and buried.

To their credit Oban battled 
on and Cameron Smith and 
Mark McTighe pulled Oban 
back into the game at 33-29.

However, the clock was 
against Lorne at this stage 
and Cumnock cheered the 

The next game is at 
Glencruitten this Saturday 
against Strathendrick.

Oban Lorne Minis will 
play Dumfries at half-time 
in the Glasgow v Edinburgh 
Magners League match on 
December 27.

Rugby

Quality over quantity 
as records tumble

Athletics

double with Ben’s younger 
brother Sam runner-up to 

primary, in the under-9 
competition.

Finlay Sinclair from 
Kilmore was the under-13 
champion and Kelly Lamont 
from North Connel was the 
girls champion in the same 
age group.

Mull boys dominated the 
two older age categories with 
Stuart Tomison from Ulva 
Ferry winning the under-15s 
and Salen’s Ian McDowall, 
the under-17 champion.

Craig Tomison from Ulva 
Ferry made a late appearance 
but what an impact he made 
when winning the four-lap 
race in a new Argyll age 
record of 45.3 seconds.

Kirsty Gillies was under-
15 champion and Kayleigh 
Tennant under-17 champion, 
both girls winning all their 
events.

Orienteering

British bronze 
for Taynuilt

N. Connel
Kilmore
Benderloch
Connel
Easdale
Taynuilt
Cairnbaan

P  Pts
3    14
2    14
2    12
3    10
2    8
4    8
1    6

Bowls

Lorn Carpet 
Bowling League

FIRST round of Knockout 
Cup: Connel 3, Benderloch 
5; North Connel 5, Cairnbaan 
3; Taynuilt 3, Easdale 5; 
Kilmore – Bye 

Lorn Championships held 
at Benderloch last Saturday. 
Singles: 1 Angus MacFadyen 
(Jnr), Kilmore, 2 R. 
MacMillan, North Connel. 
Doubles – 1 D. MacCallum 
and K. Henderson, Taynuilt; 
2 – C. Campbell and S. 
Calperton, Easdale. 

Golf

Islay Golf Club 
results

Football

Oban Saints 
youth results

SCOTLAND’S premier 
CycloCross event, Cross at 
the Castle, is on at Glengorm, 
Mull, this weekend. 

Cross at the Castle
CycloCross
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