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Oban fi shermen are quarantined  
after catching discarded bomb
FOUR men from an Oban 
fishing boat were quarantined 
after a Second World War un-
exploded bomb was caught in 
their fishing net, writes Louise 
Glen.

It is understood a discarded 
shell picked up by the Star of 
Annan OB50 detonated its 
chemicals, causing the men 
aboard ship to become ill.

The phosphorus bomb burst 
into flames last Tuesday and 
shortly afterwards the four 
crew mates felt unwell.

The chemicals and heat from 

the bomb aboard the 60ft 
vessel was so intense it turned 
metal white.

The boat docked in Oban and 
the four-man crew were driven 
to Lorn and Islands Hospital.

It is understood the men 
were admitted with chest and  
stomach pains and streaming 
eyes, and all were immediately 
placed in isolation.

The men were treated in 
quarantine before being trans-
ferred to the high dependency 
unit in Oban.

All four remained in hospital 

overnight, while two of the 
men were transferred to the 
Royal Alexandra Hospital at 
Paisley the following day as a 
precaution.

The fishermen were oper-
ating in the Beaufort Dyke 
Trench between Scotland and 
Northern Ireland last Monday 
(November 14).

Beaufort Dyke is a deep sea 
trench which lies between Scot-
land and Northern Ireland, and 
was one of the sites around the 
UK coast used extensively for 
unwanted munitions. 

The trench is more than 50km 
long and 3.5km wide and is one 
of the largest dumps for small 
arms to high explosives.

In 1995, large numbers of 
incendiary devices were discov-
ered along the coastline of the 
Firth of Clyde.

Research has shown fish and 
shellfish from this area have 
not been contaminated with 
pollutants such as phosphorus 
or mustard gas. 

Skipper John Campbell said: 
‘We are all fine and we are all 
back at sea.’

An Oban mum whose heart went out to a family in England whose son may not live until 
Christmas due to cancer, has put her Christmas decorations up early. Tracy Gilmour, pictured 
with her partner Malcolm Kerr, said: ‘This is not about me – it’s about this family whose whole 

village have put up their decorations early to show the love for a wee family who are facing life 
without their son. They are making every moment count. Many people would wish they could 

have the chance to make every moment special.’ Kieran Maxwell, 18, of Heighington, near  
Darlington, has refused another gruelling round of chemotherapy after it emerged the rare 

terminal cancer he has battled for years has spread to his heart and lungs.

Festive message of support for Kieran

Council considers options for 
Millpark site following fi re  
A FIRE recently at Millpark, 
Oban, may give Argyll and Bute 
Council the opportunity to sell 
off excess land and allow a de-
veloper to move into the town.

A source close to the council 
leadership told The Oban Times 
this week that the authority 
has already started to consider 
selling off the town centre 
land and moving the majority 
of roads and amenity staff to 
Jackson’s Quarry.

The fire at Millpark devas-
tated council property to an 
estimated value of £5 million. 

Property and a large storage 
building for vehicles and 
equipment were destroyed. 
Neighbours as far away as 
Soroba heard explosions of gas 
canisters through the night.

Every member of staff who 
works on the site has been inter-
viewed by police as they try to 
determine whether the fire was 
a criminal act.

Police say it is unlikely the 
building at the site will be 
able to be entered again due 

to its dangerous and fragile 
state and therefore the crime 
scene will need to be demol-
ished.

Insurance loss adjusters 
continue to work with the local 
authority, police and fire au-
thorities on the site to come up 
with an accurate sum of monies 
lost.

Disgruntled staff members 
have said they are disappointed 
that senior members of man-
agement have not been to visit 
the site in spite of it being the 
largest and most devastating 
fire to happen in the area for 
decades.

One man said: ‘It is as if they 
are just not bothered. 

‘You will not believe the 
amount of pressure we are all 
working under to continue to 
deliver a service, but we haven’t 
had a thanks for pulling out all 
the stops from anyone.

‘To be fair, Councillor Mc-
Cuish has been up to see us. He 
has taken an interest at least.’

Staff members have been 
moved to Jackson’s Quarry near 
the auction mart. 

Reports of accident near 

misses due to the huge increase 
in the number of vehicle move-
ments in the area were being 
made by staff members in all the 
surrounding businesses.

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘It is too 
early to say exactly what will 
happen with the site and what 
caused the fire. 

‘The damaged buildings are 
currently in the process of being 
demolished. 

‘The fire service and the police 
continue with their investigation 
and we are in discussions with 
our loss adjusters about the next 
steps. 

‘Staff are currently delivering 
services out of Jackson’s Quarry 
and the council offices on 
Albany Street. 

‘Obviously our immediate 
focus has been on restoring and 
maintaining services.

‘Now that things are back on 
track, we will begin to develop 
future options for the Mill Lane 
depot site. 

‘We continue to engage with 
staff who have been affected 
by the fire through our normal 
internal channels.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

TIMESLINE
Couple may have 
slipped on ice

Oban Christmas 
tree size row

Lifeboat rescues 
stricken crew
ISLAY RNLI lifeboat Helmut 
Schroder of Dunlossit   was 
called out to help a local creel 
� shing boat drifting four miles 
o�  Coull Point on Monday, 
whose propeller had been 
fouled by a rope.

Due to good weather condi-
tions the lifeboat was readily 
able to attach a rope and tow 
the vessel back to her home of 
Port Askaig.

A SOCIAL media argument about 
the size of Oban’s Christmas tree 
reached boiling point this week.

On The Oban Times Facebook 
page, readers were asked wheth-
er the Argyll Square tree was ‘too 
wee’. A straw poll saw an equal 
number of readers who liked the 
tree to those who don’t.

Delays to contractors working 
on the Christmas lights meant 
moments before the annual 
reindeer parade began displays 
were still being worked on.

Children invited to switch on 
the lights found themselves 
without anything to do as they 
were switched on automatically 
before the countdown began.  

A COUPLE from the Isle of Lewis 
found dead outside their home 
last Friday are believed to have 
slipped on ice. 

Police Scotland con� rmed the 
deaths of 73-year-old Donald 
MacMillan and his wife Morag, 
67, who ran the Post O�  ce at 
Gravir, was being treated as 
unexplained and that the inves-
tigation into the circumstances 
was continuing. 

THE SCOTTISH Court Ser-
vice has confirmed an Oban 
man is out on bail pending ap-
peal against his sentence after 
he pled guilty to intent to supply 
amphetamines and possession 
of cannabis.

Lawrie Campbell, 52, 7 Jura 
Road, Soroba, Oban, was grant-
ed bail on November 16 and was 
released from jail on temporary 

bail while the Sheriff Appeal 
Court assesses his claim. It will 
take two to three weeks for his 
case to be reviewed. 

Campbell was sentenced to 
seven months in jail on Novem-
ber 7. He and a co-accused, who 
also pled guilty, were stopped by 
police in Oban after a tip off from 
a witness who said there had been 
an exchange of a package.

Police then stopped the co-ac-
cused after he had handed over 
a package to Campbell. When 
police opened the plastic bag, 
it had within it £1,600 worth 
of amphetamines. Campbell 
said half the package was for 
his personal use. He said his 
family did not know that he 
had a 15-year-long addiction to 
amphetamines. 

Drug dealer out on bail pending appeal
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Islands 
given 4G 
pledge

Number 
of jobless 
increases

ISLES MP Angus MacNeil re-
cently met representatives from 
mobile giant EE which provided 
an update on the much-needed 
4G upgrade in Na h-Eileanan an 
Iar. 

EE is looking to site in the 
region of 25 new masts across 
the constituency to provide 4G 
coverage along key roads that 
currently lack mobile coverage, 
together with upgrading existing 
sites to 4G. EE proposes to have 
4G available in the islands by the 
end of 2017. 

Mr MacNeil said: ‘It was good 
to meet representatives from 
EE and to hear more about the 
long-awaited 4G.  

‘EE tells me that, on average, 
4G speeds on its network are 
between 12-15mbps, compared 
to 1.5mbps on 3G.  

‘Improvements to mobile con -
nectivity is an issue which I have 
been constantly calling for. Bet-
ter mobile provision s a neces-
sity and I am pleased to hear 
that EE has already submitted 
planning applications for some 
of the sites. This is an important 
step by EE to bring 4G to our 
islands.’ 

THE NUMBER of people 
claiming unemployment benefit 
in Oban in October shows a 
one per cent increase over the 
corresponding month last year. 

The number of young people 
aged 18 to 24 claiming benefits 
also rose, by three per cent, over 
the same time last year.

However, a spokesman for 
the Department for Work and 
Pensions was quick to point out 
that the unemployment rate has 
plummeted over the past six 
years.

Billy Walker said the jobless 
rate in that period fell by 51 per 
cent for all age groups and by 61 
per cent for those aged 18 to 24.

The overall claimant count for 
October 2015 is 820, down from 
1,669 in 2010, and 170 for those 
aged 18 to 24, down from 435 six 
years ago.

Enterprising Barra shop 
takes hat-trick of honours
A COMMUNITY local pro-
duce hub in the Western Isles is 
in line for a hat-trick of awards 
– and is inspiring other commu-
nities to follow in its footsteps. 

Bùth Bharraigh Ltd, based in 
Castlebay on the Isle of Barra, 
has won the Scottish Rural 
Parliament Rural Innovators 
Award 2016 for best business. 

The award recognises pro-
jects, people and organisations 
that improve life in rural 
communities across Scotland. It 
has also won the Rural Business 
Awards 2016 prize for Britain’s 
best community project.

Awards co-founder Anna 
Price said: ‘Bùth Bharraigh Ltd 
was, we felt, simply an excellent 
example of a community project 
enterprise benefiting a whole 
community and beyond in a 
remote area of Scotland.’

Bùth Bharraigh has also 
been shortlisted for the Rural 
Community Ownership Award, 
which will be held in London on 
November 28. And it was also 
a finalist in the Independent 
Food and Drink retailer of the 
year category of the Highlands 
and Islands Food and Drink 
Awards last month. 

The community-owned shop, 
founded by a small group of 
producers in 2013, sells quality 
goods and produce from local 
suppliers in Barra and Vatersay, 
as well as offering employment, 
work placements and volunteer-
ing opportunities.

Sarah Maclean, managing 
director of Bùth Bharraigh, 
said: ‘We are delighted and 
honoured to have received 
these awards and it is testament 
to all our volunteers, producers 
and staff who have worked so 
hard to get us where we are 
today. We are still a relatively 

new company and we have 
extensive development plans 
that will continue our work and 
have a positive impact not only 
for local residents but also for 
visitors to the island.  

‘Self-sustaining without any 
grant funding in order to keep 
costs down, many items within 
the shop are upcycled and the 
majority of work is carried out 
by volunteers, meaning a high 
percentage of the money spent in 
the Bùth goes to the producers.’

Ms Maclean added: ‘We are 
providing a lot of opportunities 
and a route to market for a lot 
of producers. We have more 
than 80 local producers, rang-
ing from teenagers to ladies in 
their 80s, as well as crafts, a 
laundrette and café area.’

Now residents in Uist aim to 
replicate the successful model. 
Local councillor Donnie Steele, 
a partner in the venture, said: 
‘We aim to open up a shop called 

Uist Gifts and Info selling sou-
venirs, gifts and clothing from 
the isles and providing tourist 
information to visitors. It will 
be similar to Bùth Bharraigh as 
we looked at its success before 
going ahead with our project.’

Many islanders have set up in 
business thanks to the support 
of Bùth Bharraigh. 

Helen Mackinnon’s business 
Pickled Herring sells a range 
of products illustrated by local 
sea charts. She explains: ‘Buth 
Bharraigh was my first outlet 
and has been very supportive 
with advice and ideas. I have 
been trading through the Buth 
for nearly 15 months and work 
there as a volunteer a couple of 
hours a week, which I love. My 
first year of trading has been 
more successful than I could 
have dreamed it would be.  

‘The Buth is special because it 
allows us to begin supplying and 
to volunteer at a level which is 

right for the individual – whether 
we are retired, studying, or 
working. Like Pickledherring.
net, more fledgling enterprises 
are starting to emerge through 
the Buth and it is good for island 
life as sales generated through 
the shop are returned straight 
back to the community.

‘I love living in Barra but work 
is often seasonal and short-
term. In the eight years since we 
moved here, I have juggled part-
time work with young children 
and a husband who frequently 
works off-island.  So I am very 
proud of the fact that I am able 
to work for myself. It is very 
freeing and I honestly don’t 
think I would have been able 
to do it if the Buth hadn’t been 
there.’

Bùth Bharraigh was one of 
the participants on Scotland’s 
social enterprise development 
agency Firstport’s LaunchMe 
programme.

Sarah MacLean in the Buth shop which has helped other enterprises to establish and grow. 

THE Innovation in Tourism 
Award at the Highlands and Is-
lands Tourism Awards (HITA) 
2016 has been awarded to the 
Mull Eagle Watch project. 

Entered by the Mull and Iona 
Community Trust on behalf of 
the Mull Eagle Watch partner-
ship, the project had to compete 
against stiff competition in a 
year which attracted more nom-
inations than ever before. 

The project was hosted for 
the first time by Mull’s two 
community-owned woodlands. 

One site was at West Ardhu 
owned by NW Mull Community 
Woodlands Ltd and purchased 

in 2010, and the other at Tiro-
ran Community Forest, owned 
by SW Mull and Iona Develop-
ment purchased in 2015 from 
Forestry Commission Scotland. 

The harvesting in both forests 
is managed on their behalf by 
Tilhill Forestry, which worked 
diligently with RSPB and 
the community to ensure the 
nesting white-tailed eagles 
were able to nest successfully as 
forestry operations continued.

The involvement of local 
volunteers, NGOs, government 
agencies (including the Visit-
Scotland office in Craignure, 
which was contracted to run 

the Mull Eagle Watch booking 
service) all contributed to the 
success of the two public view-
ing sites. 

The judged said: ‘The success 
of Mull Eagle Watch involves 
many partners to create one 
of the UK’s most high-profile 
wildlife attractions, featuring 
Mull’s majestic white-tailed 
eagles. It is the mix of involve-
ment with organisations, com-
munities – human and digital 
– that impressed the judges and 
raising money for local causes. 

‘Congratulations to the Mull 
and Iona Community Trust 
for the Mull Eagle Watch. For 

creating and sustaining one of 
the United Kingdom’s most 
high-profile wildlife attractions. 
Working across the community 
with public and private sector 
groups, engaging with schools, 
residents, social media, Mull 
Eagle Watch goes from strength 
to strength – creating a destina-
tion in its own right.’

Another Mull business, Isle of 
Mull Cottages, was also short-
listed in the Innovation in Tour-
ism category and the ‘friendliest 
bar/pub category was won by 
Macgochans in Tobermory. 

As a regional winner, Mull Ea-
gle Watch will now go forward 

to the Scottish Thistle Award 
finals in Edinburgh in March 
2017. It is also shortlisted in 
two categories (Nature Tourism 
and Community Initiative) in 
the Nature of Scotland Awards 
which will be announced on 
November 24.

The Mull Eagle Watch part-
nership comprises MICT, SNH, 
FCS, Police Scotland and RSPB 
and has been showing people 
eagles since 2000. It retained its 
five-star VistScotland grading 
as an ‘exceptional’ wildlife 
experience and holds the gold 
award under the Green Tourism 
Business Scheme.

Mull Eagle Watch wins top tourism award

Child alerts
POLICE Scotland is signing 
up for Child Rescue Alert 
mobile text noti� cations 
to boost the scheme’s aim 
to have one million people 
registered.

Child Rescue Alert wants 
people to receive free alerts 
which are activated when a 
child is suspected to have 
been abducted or their life 
is believed to be at risk. 

Registration is free by 
logging onto www.chil-
drescuealert.org.uk  or you 
can text HERO and your 
postcode to 85080. 

Lizzie has 
success all 
sewn up
LIZZIE Campbell-Preston 
started sewing tapestries as a 
child. By the time she was eight 
she had completed a number of 
tapestries including a salmon, 
a Dalmatian dog and various 
sheep. 

Tapestry work would be done 
at all hours but she particularly 
enjoyed doing them when travel-
ling, waiting in airports and on 
holiday. 

In her mid-twenties, she 
decided to make a career out 
of her hobby. She started by 
learning embroidery, techniques 
for painting canvas, different 
materials and the use of colours. 
She moved up to studying for 
a diploma and is now part way 
through achieving this, having 
done two years and gained a 
number of certificates. 

Works completed during her 
course include a Jacobean owl, 
a scene of Oban harbour, a gold 
work Black Watch thistle and 
a cruise liner.  All these works 
are on view in the gallery of the 
shop.

In early 2015, the opportunity 
arose to fulfil her dream of 

getting a tapestry shop and 
studio when the old Post Office 
on Oban’s Esplanade came 
up for sale. Inspired by having 
completed her Oban harbour 
scene, every effort was made to 
obtain the premises and this was 
achieved in August 2015. 

Lizzie said: ‘I sell the Elizabeth 
Bradley kits and finished tapes-
tries of William Morris, lovely 
bowls with thistles on, some 
scarfs, boxes for buttons and 
sewing stuff. The gallery and 
shop have got the most beautiful 
view and the Esplanade is very 
popular. There is always some-
thing going on in the harbour 
and I find it a wonderful place to 
do my tapestry work.’

She has two ongoing commis-
sions – both for local patrons 
– a cover for a stool and a wool 
tapestry picture of a lovely boat 
taken from a photograph. 

Lizzie is planning to set up 
tapestry workshops and embroi-
dery classes with the hope of 
encouraging others to take up 
tapestry.

Lizzie Campbell-Preston.

Advertorial
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Family 
visit Billy 
in India

Thief left 
hotel key 
at scene 
of crime

BILLY IRVING’S father Jim and 
brother Jamie arrived in India 
this week to visit the Connel man 
imprisoned in Chennai with five 
other British ex-army servicemen 
on firearms charges. 

‘Jamie hasn’t seen his brother in 
three years and I have no doubt 
it will be a incredible reunion 
when they finally see one another 
again,’ wrote Billy’s fiancée 
Yvonne MacHugh on their cam-
paign Facebook page, Bring Billy 
Back. 

‘Billy, Jamie and Colin aren’t 
just brothers they are best friends, 
and as close as brothers could pos-
sibly be. It’s been incredibly hard 
for Jim and Margaret to see their 
son in prison, but equally hard for 
Jamie and Colin, knowing there 
is very little they or any of us can 
do to free him. This visit will be 
a massive morale boost for Billy.’

A visitor also reported how 
surprisingly ‘positive and upbeat’ 
Billy was in prison, when he could 
be ‘licking the walls’.

A MAN who left his hotel key 
at a crime scene was caught 
red-handed by police officers 
with stolen goods sleeping 
outside the door of his accom-
modation.

Graham MacGillivray, 41, was 
sentenced to two years in prison 
when he appeared at Oban Sher-
iff Court on Monday.

MacGillivray pled guilty to 
striking a window of The Gem 
Box on Oban’s Esplanade with 
an axe before breaking into a 
car and stealing money, an air 
freshener and  chocolate coins 
on December 12 last year.

Police were alerted to the 
crime after CCTV footage 
showed MacGillivray and two 
accomplices attempting to 
break into the shop shortly after 
2.29am.

The men had booked into a 
nearby hotel and were witnessed 
by hotel staff coming and going 
out the hotel and behaving sus-
piciously.

MacGillivray said he had 
found the axe on the street. 

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty said that police had tried to 
speak to MacGillivray about the 
crime but he was not in his hotel 
room. 

They later discovered that 
after breaking into the car, he 
had gone to a party in the town.

But police had retrieved his 
hotel key and fingerprints from 
a can of beer MacGillivray had 
‘enjoyed’ in the car before he 
made off with £100 in £1 coins, 
chocolate coins and a car air 
freshener.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
sentenced MacGillivray to two 
years in prison.

POLICE
FILES
A DOG died after becoming 
unwell on a walk at Fishnish, Isle 
of Mull, but after an extensive 
search police o�  cers do not 
believe there is any foul play.

The dog became ill after walk-
ing in the forest with its owner 
and two other dogs. The pet was 
taken immediately to the vet 
on the island who diagnosed a 
number of conditions.

The dog was then taken home 
by its owner where it died in the 
early hours of Sunday morning.

A police constable in conjunc-
tion with Forestry Commission 
Scotland searched the area for 
any signs of poison but nothing 
untoward was found. There are 
no reports of illness in other 
dogs. 

A 39-YEAR-OLD man was ar-
rested for allegedly assaulting 
another man in the Quarry 
Road area of Oban on Novem-
ber 15. A report has been sent 
to the procurator � scal.

A MAN was removed from Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles hospital on No-
vember 15 shortly after 10.45pm 
after allegedly assaulting a mem-
ber of sta� . The 46-year-old was 
kept in custody and a report has 
been sent to the procurator � scal. 

A THEFT from a commercial 
property in the Lochavullin 
area of Oban is being inves-
tigated. The break-in was 
between 6pm on November 16 
and 9am the next day. Anyone 
who saw anything suspicious 
should contact PC Danny 
MacBeth on 101.

A 25-YEAR-OLD man has been 
reported to the procurator � scal 
for allegedly possessing a class A 
drug on the Esplanade in Oban at 
4.30pm on November 17.

A 35-YEAR-OLD man has been 
reported to the procurator 
� scal for an altercation that al-
legedly happened in a pub on 
Soroba Road, Oban, on Friday 
November 18. 

A DRIVER speeding at 78mph in 
a 50mph zone at Arrivain near 
Tyndrum on November 19 has 
been reported to the � scal.

Carcasses washed up on 
island ‘not polar bears’

Crofting faces ‘catastrophe’

Mary’s Meals founder is 
honoured for charity work

A TRIO OF carcasses washed 
up on the Island of Colonsay 
are not likely to be the re-
mains of off-track polar bears 
stranded on an ice float – but 
are much more likely to be the 
remains of a deceased whale.

Last week some national 
media reported sightings of 
what was believed to be polar 
bears on the West Coast island 
due to the fur-like material 
covering their bones.

But the national expert 
in this field, Nick Davison, 
strandings co-ordinator for  
the Scottish Marine Animal 
Stranding Scheme, said: ‘We 
are confident that these are 
highly autolysed [self-digest-
ed] cetacean carcases. 

‘The fur referred to in the 

article is decomposing blubber, 
which becomes stringy in 
appearance as the lipids from 
the blubber are drained away 
leaving the collagen fibres. 
Once the bones are exposed we 
may be able to identify these an-
imals to a species level with help 
from the experts at the National 
Museum for Scotland.

‘From the photos that were 
sent to us when the animals 
were first reported back in 
August, we cannot see the car-
casses having any limbs, or fur, 
or a skull with teeth that would 
identify them as any species of 
the Ursus family. 

‘Polar bears reach a max-
imum length of about 2.5 
meters. Their nearest habitat 
is 1,597 miles away from 

Scotland, and, although keen 
swimmers, this distance vastly 
exceeds the record swim of 
400 miles, and the current 
water temperatures around 
Scotland are about 11 to 12 
degrees Celsius making ice-
floats very unsuitable liferafts. 

‘Given that the carcasses on 
Colonsay are approx three 
meters each yet are incomplete 
without a skull, and that a 
polar bear either swimming 
or floating such distances 
is logistically impossible, 
makes the possibility of one 
polar bear reaching Scotland 
in an identifiable condition 
highly questionable not to 
mention three, of a similar 
size, on one small island off 
the West Coast.’

THE Royal Scottish Geo-
graphical Society has named 
Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow 
OBE from Dalmally as the 
recipient of its latest Living-
stone Medal in recognition of 
his dedication to changing the 
lives of millions of children 
across the world through the 
work of Mary’s Meals.  

The Livingstone Medal, 
awarded for an outstanding 
contribution to humanitarian 
work with a geographical di-
mension, recognises Magnus’s 
work over the past 15 years to 
take Mary’s Meals from a sim-
ple idea to a major charity that 
feeds more than one million 
school children in 12 countries 
around the world every day. 

Magnus was awarded his 
medal by RSGS board mem-
ber Vanessa Collingridge at an 
event held in Glasgow Univer-
sity on November 16.

The Livingstone Medal was 
endowed by RSGS co-founder 
Agnes Livingstone-Bruce in 
memory of her father, Dr David 
Livingstone and was first 
awarded in 1901 to explorer 

Sir Harry H Johnston. Since 
1901, the medal has only been 
awarded a further 66 times. 

Recently the RSGS Living-
stone Medal was awarded to 
Annie Lennox for her work to 
raise awareness of HIV/Aids. In 
her acceptance speech she men-
tioned admiration for Magnus. 

It is fitting that the last two 
Livingstone Medallists, Annie 
and now Magnus, are being 
recognised for their work in 
the very country in which 

Livingstone himself did most 
of his work, Malawi.

Speaking about receiving the  
medal, Magnus said: ‘When 
we began this work, we wanted 
to bring hope to people in 
desperate situations and help 
them to change their lives 
for the better. Now there is a 
global movement of people, 
all working towards the same 
goal – that every child receives 
one daily meal in their place of 
education.’

THE CHAIRMAN of the 
Crofting Commission has asked 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
to outline her position on the 
allocation of millions of pounds 
worth of cash that he believes 
has been allocated unlawfully 
to grazings committees.

Crofting Commissioner Colin 
Kennedy said there is going to 
have to be ‘a dirty day’ to sort out 
the misunderstandings within the 
Scottish Government.

Mr Kennedy said: ‘Whether 
known or unknown, the govern-
ment has been acting against 

legal advice,’ which, he said, 
was received by the Crofting 
Commission. ‘Subsequently, the 
Scottish Government has been 
funding multi-million-pound 
projects on crofting land against 
advice the Crofting Commis-
sion had received,’ he added.

Mr Kennedy said a number 
of  grazings committees have 
been applying for and accepting 
Scottish Rural Development 
Programme (SRDP) cash with no 
legal entitlement to do so, under 
section 48 (1) of the Crofters Act.

Mr Kennedy added: ‘The 
commission received legal opin-
ion from Sir Crispin Agnew QC 
in late June. ‘His opinion at that 

time was that grazings commit-
tees are not eligible to claim 
SRDP.’ Mr Kennedy outlined 
his position to The Oban Times: 
‘This matter is not going to 
simply vanish and I will ensure 
these issues will be resolved.

‘Officials advising the First 
Minister and her cabinet min-
isters will need to modify their 
position to stem a catastrophic 
situation emerging in crofting.

‘I am not willing to allow my rep-
utation to continue to be trashed 
as though I knew nothing about 
crofting while those with random 
agendas are afforded support from 
a government which clearly, by the 
actions of its cabinet secretary, 

fails to understand the Crofters 
(Scotland) Act 1993,’ he continued.

A Scottish Government 
spokesman responded: ‘We are 
absolutely clear that common 
grazings committees are eligi-
ble to apply for certain SRDP 
schemes which are administered 
by the Scottish Government.

‘The Crofting Commission is a 
public body that operates at arm’s 
length of Scottish ministers and 
its board is responsible for taking 
decisions in line with the law. It is 
wrong to suggest that the Scottish 
Government has acted inappro-
priately. We have not asked, and 
would not ask, the Crofting Com-
mission to act outside its powers.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Magnus 
MacFarlane-

Barrow is 
congratulated 
by broadcaster 

Vanessa 
Collingridge 
on winning 

the prestigious 
medal.

Oban’s celebrity adventurer – Parsley the cat – graced Oban Winter Festival with an appearance at the food and craft fair on Sunday, when he sampled entries to the 
� rst clootie dumpling competition. Two-year-old tom Parsley, who shot to fame earlier this year when his epic wanderings were captured on GPS, also met lots of his 

fans and ‘had a ball’, owner Fiona Campbell-Smith reported on his Facebook page. Winter festival picture specials: pages eight, 12 and 13.

Billy Irving with � ancee Yvonne 
MacHugh and baby William.

Colin Kennedy: questioned the legality of some projects.

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG 
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk   www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

DOORS!
unlimited colours



4 NEWS Thursday 24 November, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk

OT

Let’s cut the council some slack
BINS. It’s a dirty word in Argyll and Bute.

There have been countless complaints in recent times about 
the waste collection service, especially with the move to 
three-weekly uplifts of general rubbish.

The council’s defence is that we must try to send less to land-
fill because it’s prohibitively expensive to do so and we all need 
to recycle more.

I’m well aware of that but still agree with the critics who say 
having general waste bins emptied only every three weeks is 
not enough. Encouraging better recycling is admirable and 
would reduce the landfill burden but I still believe we should 
return to fortnightly collections. 

However, matters were made worse a few weeks ago after bins 
weren’t emptied 
in a number of 
areas because of 
problems with 
the council’s 
fleet of vehicles.

Then, as we 
report this 
week, there 
have been even 
more moans 

after garbage was scattered about the Soroba area when full 
wheelie bins were blown over by gusting winds after they would 
previously have been emptied. 

I understand fully residents’ frustrations over waste collec-
tions but, in this instance, I actually have some sympathy with 
the council.

The major fire at the Millpark depot recently destroyed the 
keys to bin lorries, which was beyond the council’s control. The 
local authority did its best to redirect vehicles from elsewhere 
in the region but, inevitably, there was fall-out from the dam-
age cause by the blaze.

It will take time to return to normal so – and I find this hard 
to say – but let’s cut the council a little slack this time. 

Snap up a chance to win £150
OBAN Winter Festival began on Friday and, now in its sixth 
year, it has firmly established itself among the highlights of the 
calendar in Argyll and the West Highlands.

There are numerous events arranged across the town over 10 
days, including food and drink events, craft fairs, whisky tast-
ing, haggis hurling and a parade this Sunday that culminates in 
a finale at Stafford Street.

I’d urge everyone to embrace the festival, including our 
photographic competition. It’s open to all amateur snappers 
and we’d love to see all your images taken during the festival. 
There’s a great prize of £150 in Argos vouchers, so get your 
cameras out.

You can enter your pictures online by going to www.oban-
times.co.uk/winterfestival and following the simple links. 

Do repairs before someone is hurt
THERE has still been nothing done to repair the lights on the 
footpath that links Longsdale Road with Benvoullin Road in 
Oban. And there are no lights either on the nearby steep path 
between Albert Road and Albert Lane.

Both of these paths are treacherous and pitch black now. And 
both are well used by people taking shortcuts through that part 
of town.

The first-mentioned path has a steep drop-off and broken 
fencing so poses a genuine danger.

However, there is also an issue with personal safety, perhaps 
especially for women. Whether someone is attacked or not is 
irrelevant: people feel threatened by having to negotiate these 
paths in the dark.

Come on Argyll and Bute Council. Carry out repairs before 
someone is injured – or worse .

Get in touch with your thoughts
Do you have something you want to share? Let me know by 
writing to me at  The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4 HB, or by email to mlaing@obantimes.co.uk.

At Random
MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Search is 
on to fi nd 
heroes

Trust asks 
for group 
nominations

Can you ID 
these men?

School children put focus on fi lm festival

PEOPLE in Oban are being 
encouraged to nominate them-
selves or others for the Earth 
Hour Heroes competition. 

The initiative is searching 
for individuals who deserve 
recognition for going the extra 
mile to help the environment 
and inspire others, whether at 
home, in the community or in 
the workplace.

The competition is part of 
Earth Hour, which takes place 
at 8.30pm on Saturday March 
25, 2017. 

It is the largest global celebra-
tion of the planet, when millions 
of people around the world 
switch off their lights for one 
hour to show their support for 
action on climate change.  

To enter the Earth Hour 
Heroes competition, go to www.
wwf.org.uk/EarthHourHeroes  
and say why you or someone you 
know deserves to be an Earth 
Hour Hero in one of the follow-
ing categories: community hero, 
lifestyle hero and workplace 
hero.

Shortlisted entries will be 
invited to attend an exclusive 
event at the Palace of Westmin-
ster on March 7, 2017, where a 
winner for each category will be 
announced. 

The winners will receive 
£1,000 each, thanks to the sup-
port of players of People’s Post-
code Lottery, to help towards 
boosting their Earth Hour Hero 
initiatives. 

The deadline for entries is 
Friday, December 16.

THE Scottish Civic Trust is 
calling for nominations from 
local civic trusts, amenity soci-
eties, community councils and 
other heritage or community 
groups around Scotland for new 
buildings, restoration projects, 
landscape designs and other 
place-making projects for the 
annual My Place Awards. 

The trust is also looking for 
nominations for a winner of 
the My Place Civic Champion 
award.

The 2017 awards, supported 
by the Scottish Government, are 
a national celebration of good 
local design and conservation 
projects and of people who 
make a significant contribution 
to the civic movement.  

The awards are unique in that 
they are nominated by local 
communities and people.

Examples of past entries and 
winners as well as full details 
on how to make a free nomi-
nation can be found at www.
myplaceawards.org.uk.

Bus ‘guru’ proposes 
changes to timetable
AN OBAN pensioner has come 
up with a plan to improve bus 
services in the area and is now 
looking for support from the 
community council to take mat-
ters forward.

Known affectionately as the 
‘bus and train guru’, David Gal-
lant can often be seen using pub-
lic transport around the area. 
For a long time he has advocated 
changes in the timetabling to 
improve services.

Importantly, Mr Gallant wants 
to make changes without an 
increase in costs to the council. 

Speaking before a community 
council meeting, Mr Gallant 
said: ‘Minor improvements can 
be made to morning services 
and to some afternoon services 
without any extra costs. 

‘The morning improvements 
mainly effect Catalina Avenue 
and the afternoon improvements 
mainly effect Park Primary 
School. 

‘It is also possible to provide a 
bus service to McCaig’s Tower 
using slack time on bus route 417. 

‘In the evenings, there are 
buses from Soroba to Dunollie 
but none from Dunollie to So-
roba. This needs to be reversed 
because there is much greater 

demand for evening buses from 
Dunollie to Soroba than the oth-
er way round. This can be done 
without any extra subsidy for bus 
401. Other improvements will 
have to wait until more funding 
is available

‘It is on Sundays that the big-
gest improvements can be made 
with no extra cost. At present 
buses to North Connel and 
Benderloch run hourly which is 
the same frequency as Mondays 
to Saturdays. 

‘By running these buses less 
frequently, improvements can be 
made elsewhere. 

‘In addition, Sunday buses 
that terminate at Benderloch 

from Soroba wait 18 minutes at 
Benderloch before going back 
to Soroba. This is a waste of 
resources. 

‘By more efficient scheduling, 
the available driver hours can 
be used to provide services to 
areas that have no Sunday buses 
at present.’

Mr Gallant has produced 
details of how these changes will 
impact 16 locations. 

He said: ‘I would like all 
members of the community 
council and Argyll and Bute 
councillors for our area to look 
at my proposals and let me know 
whether they are for or against 
the proposed changes.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

St Columba’s Primary School in 
Oban had a fantastic visit to the 
movies on Tuesday November 
15, as part of the annual Into 
Film festival. 

All 98 pupils and staff enjoyed 
watching Finding Dory, which 
was screened for the event at 
Oban Phoenix Cinema. 

The UK-wide festival aims to 

support teachers to achieve a 
wide range of effective learning 
outcomes in their use of film.

The children had a wonderful 
time watching the film surround-

ed by their friends, with juice and 
popcorn and lots of laughter. 

A big thank you to all the staff 
at the cinema and to the Into 
Film festival organisers. 

 Pupils from St Columba’s enjoyed juice and popcorn at the cinema.

The nephew of a man who � ew 
Catalina � ying boats in and 

out of Oban in 1942 is looking 
for help to identify pictures 
found in his mother’s home. 

John Wilson, who lives in 
Clackmannan, is researching his 

uncle’s RAF history. Mr Wilson 
explained: ‘My uncle was killed 

in the Second World War. He 
� ew from Oban in Catalina 

� ying boats in 1942. We think 
he stayed in the Regent or 

Marine Hotel.’  Contact John via 
lglen@obantimes.co.uk.
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Fury at quarry proposal
A PLAN to open a quarry at 
Glasdrum, Fasnacloich, on 
the Glen Creran Estate, has 
attracted 400 objections in just 
five days, campaigners say.

Argyll-based applicant A&L 
McCrae Ltd, which mines aggre-
gates at Barrachander Quarry 
near Kilchrenan, lodged a plan-
ning application on October 31 
for the ‘development of a quarry 
allowing for the extraction and 
processing of sand and gravel and 
the final restoration of land.

‘The proposed extraction will 
be undertaken over a period 
of five years and six months, 
an additional allowance of two 
years is made for site establish-
ment and eight months for final 
restoration.’

Around 80 people packed 
Appin Village Hall on June 16 

for a pre-application commu-
nity council meeting, when all 
but four members of the public 
voted against the plan as pro-
posed by A&L McCrae’s agent, 
Dalgleish Associates.

Last week a campaign website 
called www.quarryprotest.com 
was set up by Jackie and 
Tony Kersley, of Invercrean 
Lodge, Glen Creran, and oth-
er ‘residents of Glen Creran who 
love the glen and do not wish to 
see it ruined by an ugly quarry 
that will destroy the peace and 
quiet [and] harm the rare and 
protected wildlife that live here 
for the pursuit of profit’. 

By Monday, in the five days 
since it went live, Mr Kersley 
said 400 objections had been 
lodged with Argyll and Bute 
Council via the website.

The website states that Glen 
Creran is designated as an area 
of panoramic beauty and ‘a red 

zone where no developments 
are allowed’.

It adds: ‘There are already 
a number of quarries that can 
provide the same materials. 
If the quarry is developed we 
estimate some 1,500 to 2,000 
lorry movements per year on a 
road that is very narrow, with 
few passing places, and blind 
bends. The big increase in 
traffic of heavy trucks will also 
damage the narrow road and 
make it difficult and dangerous 
for everybody walking or cyc-
ling, including especially older 
people and children who would 
be at great risk.

‘Argyll is a huge area for 
tourism, this underpins many 
thousands of jobs and local 
businesses producing large 
amounts of income every 
year. Surely we must protect one 
of our most beautiful glens. Is a 
quarry and the profits of one 

landowner more important 
than the tourist industry and 
conservation?’

Mr Kersley told The Oban 
Times: ‘What it boils down to 
is money. We are all trying to 
stop the over-industrialisation 
of the glen. What does it say if 
you cannot protect one of the 
best glens in Scotland? If Glen 
Creran is not worth saving, what 
is? We are prepared to stand 
up.’

The campaign poster also 
stated: ‘None of the concerns 
expressed at the meeting have 
been addressed satisfactorily 
and McCrae Ltd and the land-
owner, Dominique Collinet, 
have decided to ignore local 
opinion completely.’

Rob Latimer, a director of 
A&L McCrae’s agent Dalgleish 
Associates, responded: ‘There 
have been limited adjustments 
to the scheme since the pre- 

application consultation event. 
There has been a slight reduc-
tion in the excavation area to 
ensure an appropriate stand-off 
is maintained from specific 
ecological sensitivities. 

‘All aspects of the develop-
ment have been assessed in de-
tail and the majority of impacts 
on either the environment or 
amenity shall be either neglig-
ible or slight. 

‘All of the issues raised by the 
local and wider community, 
during the pre-application con-
sultation stage, have been ad-
dressed and it has been clearly 
demonstrated that there will be 
no significant impacts on Glen 
Creran or any of the designated 
sites.’

He added the quarry would 
address the ‘significant deficit’ 
of gravel and sand in Argyll and 
Bute, and reduce the need for 
long-distance HGV haulage.

TEN homes have been completed by 
Argyll Community Housing Associa-
tion (ACHA) in Connel.

The development provides a mixture 
of family homes for rent and will be 
named after the late Harry Powell, who 
died this year and was a stalwart of the 
local community, giving more than 50 
years voluntary service to the village.  

Harry’s selection came from the local 

children at the Achaleven Primary 
School in the village in recognition of 
his work for the community. The 10 
homes were officially opened by Bren-
dan O’Hara, MP for Argyll and Bute, 
along with children from the school.  

The development was built by 
MacLeod Construction Ltd of Loch-
gilphead and around 35 tradesmen, in-
cluding apprentices, were employed on 

the site. Funding for the development, 
which cost £1.5 million, came from 
the Scottish Government, ACHA and 
Argyll and Bute Council.  

Mr O’Hara said: ‘I am hugely 
honoured to be asked to open this 
development and I’m delighted to see 
more affordable quality homes become 
available for local people.  

‘Not only do we now have further local 

housing but it was also built by home-
grown talent. This is exactly the kind of 
initiative we will hopefully see more of 
in the future for Argyll and Bute.  

‘And a huge well done to ACHA for 
successfully completing yet another 
batch of new housing and for working in 
partnership with both the Scottish Gov-
ernment and Argyll and Bute Council 
for the benefit of our local people.’

MP praises those involved in providing village’s new homes

TIMESLINE
Film companies 
� ock to Argyll

WASPI group holds 
inaugural meeting
THE WASPI (Women Against 
State Pension Inequality) 
Argyll and the Isles group held 
its � rst meeting on Saturday 
November 12 in Helensburgh.

The group brings together 
women from Argyll and Bute 
born in the 1950s who, due to 
changes in government rules on 
when a pension can be drawn, 
will lose thousands of pounds, 
with some facing � nancial hard-
ship in their retirement.

Anne Greer, co-founder of 
the group said: ‘Some Argyll 
and Bute women have been 
campaigning as individuals on 
behalf of WASPI for over a year.  

‘Working with the UK WASPI 
group, we will be a force to be 
reckoned with.’

MP Brendan O’Hara also 
attended the meeting.

SEVENTEEN � lm productions 
took place in Argyll and Bute 
between July and September. 

ITV drama Loch Ness, adverts 
and � lm locations have seen 200 
people � lm for a total of 67 days, 
boosting the local economy by 
almost £500,000.

Councillor Aileen Morton said: 
‘The council works closely with 
� lming companies to make it as 
easy as possible for them to use 
Argyll and Bute as a stunning 
backdrop for � lms, TV series, 
music videos and adverts. 

‘We match their creative ideas 
with the appropriate places in our 
beautiful area. We also provide 
assistance with the practicalities 
of � lming, from obtaining the 
necessary permissions to � nding 
accommodation providers.’ 

Brendan O’Hara MP opening ACHA’s 
new homes at Powell Place in Connel 
with pupils from Achaleven Primary 

School and new tenants.

Councillor wants fees to be waived
AN ARGYLL councillor who 
has spent more than £12,000 in 
legal fees to defend complaints 
against him is asking for his fees 
to be waived as he had not been 
found guilty on the majority of 
charges.

But Argyll and Bute Council 
said the councillor did breach 
the code of conduct and it will 
be considering the Standards 
Commission’s findings against 
him.

Councillor Michael Breslin 
said: ‘On October 26, 2016, the 
Standards Commission for Scot-
land issued its written judgement 
on the complaints made against 

me by the then four most senior 
officers in Argyll and Bute 
Council. In defending myself 
from what I consider to be vin-
dictive and politically motivated 
complaints, I have spent some 
£12,000. 

‘This has been mitigated by a 
crowdfunder that raised a net 
£5,500 and huge thanks go to 
the many people who contrib-
uted. The one element [of the 
complaint] that was upheld was, 
in my view, the most absurd …
and I have carefully considered 
an appeal against it to the sher-
iff principal.’

Due to the fact that legal aid 

is not available for an appeal, 
Mr Breslin continued: ‘The 
financial risk, therefore, of pro-
ceeding with the appeal was too 
great when measured against 
the benefits of being cleared of a 
minor finding against me. I have 
therefore dropped my appeal.

‘This affair has left a stain on 
our democracy in Scotland. It 
is essential the matter is inde-
pendently investigated and that 
I am compensated for the time, 
strain and costs over the past 25 
months.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘The Stand-
ards Commission sets down a na-

tional process that everyone must 
follow if seeking its assistance in 
resolving matters. Anyone with 
a concern is required to submit 
information to the Commissioner 
for Ethical Standards. If the 
commissioner believes the code 
of conduct has been breached, he 
takes the case to the Standards 
Commission, which can decide 
to hold a hearing, as happened in 
this case. 

‘As required by the commis-
sion following its finding that 
Councillor Breslin breached 
the code of conduct, the coun-
cil  will consider the written 
findings in due course.’

OBAN Rotary Club held its 
67th annual charter dinner last 
Friday at the Royal Hotel, the 
charter having been granted on 
November 25, 1949. 

As indicated in our photograph, 
the event was well attended with 
all concerned of the view that it 
was a very enjoyable evening. 

The intention was to have a 
Highland hospitality night and 
the top table was piped in by 
young Emma Hill from the Oban 
High School Pipe Band who was 
later supported by Morag Mac-
Neill, who sang two well known 
Gaelic songs to much applause. 

The principal guest, Roddy 
McCuish, area chairman, 
delivered a very humorous and 
entertaining speech. Roddy was 
also generous in his praise of 
Oban Rotary’s charitable con-
tributions and called for a closer 
relationship between Argyll and 
Bute Council and Oban Rotary.
A raffle was also held and £260 
was raised  for Children in Need.
The event was excellently chaired 
by club president Graham Fraser.

Rotarians celebrate 67th annual charter dinner

Rotarians and their guests enjoy the dinner in the Royal Hotel.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk
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“Cairngorm 
Windows 
were very 
professional 
in the fi tting...”

“...the 
aftercare 
has been 

superb.” 
- Mr & Mrs Hurst, 

Culloden
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The gravestones of Donkeyman, N Murai and 3rd 
O�  cer Jack Harriot near Cairnbaan. Photograph: Martin Briscoe

In May 1942 the death occurred in the Cairnbaan 
Camp of a prisoner called Nisaburo Murai who was 
buried in the Achnabreck cemetery between Cairnban 
and Lochgilphead. The inscription on his plain, grey 
stone, reads, ‘Donkeyman, N Murai, Japanese Forces, 
14th May 1942’. 

A donkeyman is a Merchant Navy term and means 
an assistant engineer. Although their countries were at 
war it was surely appropriate that Mr Murai was laid to 
rest alongside another merchant seaman, 3rd Officer 
Jack Herriot, who died on 30 September 1940 while 
serving aboard the SS Baron Vernon.

Of course there were POW camps in Argyll long 
before the First World War. The 13th century Duart 
Castle, on the Sound of Mull, is probably the best 
known. In 1588 Sir Lachlan Maclean of Duart made 
use of a number of Spaniards from the famous galleon 
which sank in Tobermory Bay in 1588. 

The vessel, the 800 ton, San Juan de Sicilia from the 
province of Ragusan, was on her way home to Spain 
from the great Armada reputably carrying a fabulous 
treasure. In return for provisioning her with fresh food 
and water, the Maclean chief borrowed 100 Spanish 
marines from her to wage war on his enemies. 

After the vessel went to the bottom some of the 
officers were thrown into Duart’s pit-prison to be used 
as hostages. 

Eventually they were released and sent back to Spain. 
Duart Castle is open to visitors who can still peer into 
the inhospitable prison and, thanks to modern tech-
nology, hear models of poor Spaniards groaning and 
calling down curses on their captors.

The recently restored Mingary Castle in nearby Ard-
namurchan, was another POW ‘camp’ with a dreadful 
prison.  

Three protestant ministers and their wives – one 
of whom was pregnant – were incarcerated there for 
three months in 1644. They had the misfortune to be 
caught up in the war between the Royalists and the 
Covenanters while travelling by ship between Ireland 
and Scotland. 

In a way they were lucky not to have been suspended 
from the battlements in an open wooden box in all 
weathers which was a fate reserved for some clergy-
men.  

One of the ministers who died in captivity, kept a 
diary which was carried on after his death by a fellow 
internee. From this unique record we learn something 
of the conditions prisoners were forced to put up with 
in these hell-holes. Ironically Mingary castle has 
become a luxury hotel, with the prison now the castle’s 
wine cellar.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Prisoner-of-War camps in Argyll
CAMPS have been in the news a lot lately. In August 
a weekend of events and exhibitions was held in Kin-
lochleven to commemorate 100 years since the forma-
tion of a First World War  prisoner of war camp near 
the village. 

Two months later the huge Calais ‘Jungle’ migrant and 
refugee camp was dismantled and during Armistice 
Day and Remembrance Sunday there were frequent 
references to the Second World War internment camps 
in Europe and the Far East. I wonder though how many 
readers remember or even know that there was a Second 
World War Japanese prisoner of war camp and deten-
tion centre at Cairnbaan in Knapdale?

Recent research shows that when First World War 
began Great Britain, France and Italy purchased 
almost 200 fishing boats in Japan and converted them 
into mine-sweepers. They were delivered by Japanese 
crews who decided to stay in the UK and enlist in the 
Merchant Navy. 

Many married British girls with the result that the 
Japanese population in the UK increased from 500 to 
1,500 during the course of the 1914-18 war. 

At the outbreak of the Second World War there were 
790 Japanese males and 176 females living in Britain, 
excluding children under 16 and diplomatic personnel. 
Most of the seamen who sailed the fishing boats across 
in 1914 were taken to a detention camp on the Isle of 
Wight run by the Department of State and guarded 
by police. In 1941, 58 Japanese sailors, whose average 
age was 50, were transferred to a camp at Cairnbaan 
where, along with many Italians and Germans they were 
guarded by the military. 

Questions were asked at the time why it was necessary 
to classify the Japanese as prisoners of war since they 
had worked for Britain during The First World War, 
married British girls and had made their homes here.

Locals used to tell of Italian and German escapees 
but remembered the Japanese as being very quiet and 
causing no problems. 

A civilian from Lochgilphead, who worked at the 
camp, recalled going out into the neighbouring forest 
with some of the prisoners to cut down timber for the 
camp fires. It seems the Japanese were ingenious and 
made wooden toys which sold well in the local shops, 
especially around Christmas. The Japanese seamen 
were treated much the same as their colleagues on the 
Isle of Wight. 

Conditions in both camps were different to some other 
prisons. Guards and prisoners ate the same food which 
was brought in from an outside caterer. The detainees, 
who had no great command of the English language and 
spoke through an interpreter, occupied a former youth 
centre while the guards lived in tents even in winter.

FEIS na h-Apainne has been running for almost two 
years offering tuition in traditional Scottish music and 
dance. 

Children and adults can choose from clarsach, fiddle, 
accordion, Gaelic song, whistle, guitar, chanter, pipes, 
music technology and Highland dance. The fèis runs 
on the first Saturday of each month and is supported by 
Fèis nan Gaidheal and Bòrd na Gaidhlig. 

It is also dependant on the generosity of local business-
es, including Highland Titles which has just donated 
£1,000 towards clarsach costs.  

This is the second generous donation Highland titles 
has made. It owns and operates two nature reserves in 
Scotland. It has become well-known locally not just for 
its nature reserve in Duror and conservation projects 
but also for its commitments to good causes including 
Fèis na h-Apainne.

There are participants from all over the area coming to 
Appin Fèis, so it is also drawing communities together 
through music. The relaxed atmosphere means children 
can try out new instruments without pressure and many 
parents also have a go. 

A fèis spokesman said: ‘We have amazing tutors who 
inspire and encourage all abilities. In-between each fèis 
the instruments can be hired out for a minimal cost, 
allowing participants to practice between each fèis.’ 

VISITORS from north and south joined local people 
in Appin Hall on Friday November 11 for the annual 
Scottish Women’s Institute whist drive.

Everyone was welcomed by president Doreen Evans 
and cardmaster Alan MacKenzie got proceedings under 
way. A lovely tea, provided by members, was served at the 
interval and the raffle was drawn while the scores were 
being counted. Results: 1 Lady - Ellen MacCorquodale; 
1 Gent – Moira Thomson; 2 Lady – Rosie Riznyk; 2 
Gent – Hugh MacTavish; Travelling prizes – Jessie Mac-
Kenzie and Beth Parkin. More than £250 was raised for 
institute funds.

NOMINATIONS are being sought for Airidhantuim 
Community Council. 

Nomination papers may be obtained from the Election 
Office, Council Offices, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, HS1 
2BW, and must be delivered to the returning officer 
at the same address not later than 4pm on Wednesday 
November 30. Nomination papers are also available 
on the Comhairle’s website http://www.cne-siar.gov.uk/
electionoffice/communitycouncils/elections.asp

WESTERN Isles Council has refuted Point and 
Sandwick Trust’s claim it has not been supportive of 
community energy.

Comhairle leader Angus Campbell said: ‘The chair-
man of Point and Sandwick Trust is incorrect to state 
the comhairle does not back community renewables pro-
jects.  Over the recent past the comhairle has invested 
£1.5m in community renewable projects the length and 
breadth of the Outer Hebrides.  The Comhairle provides 
annual funding to Community Energy Scotland (CES) 
of £15,000 to assist community renewables in the Outer 
Hebrides.  This year to date CES has assisted 40 com-
munity organisations. It would not have been possible 
for then to deliver this support and advice to potential 
community generators were it not for the assistance of 
the Comhairle. Ironically one of the supported commu-
nity organisations was Point and Sandwick Trust.

‘Significant community benefits and community own-
ership agreements have already been secured which will 
be of benefit to communities across the Outer Hebrides.’

TAYNUILT Gaelic Choir 
performed to a packed audi-
ence at Strone Church Gaelic 
Group.  

The audience enjoyed a 
varied programme of Gaelic 
and English song and music 
on the clarsach, fiddle and 
mandolin.  

Talented choir members 
produced a wide range of 
different genres including 
jazz and swing.

During the interval, an ap-
preciative audience mingled 
with  choir members over a 
veritable feast of highland 
hospitality. Everyone was 
enthralled when ‘Ginger’, the 
world-famous dog which un-
derstands Gaelic, responded 
impeccably to a range of 
Gaelic commands from his 

PUPILS from Benbecula and Barra 
have been learning where their sea-
food comes from and how it gets to 
their plates.

Seafood in Schools co-ordinator for 
the Highlands and Islands, Ruathy 
Donald, was joined by local industry 
experts to deliver Seafood in Schools 
workshops last week to Benbecula 

secondary school pupils from Sgoil 
Lionacleith and primary pupils from 
Lochdar, Balivanich, Sgoil Uibhist a 
Tuath and Daliburgh. 

During the workshops, pupils 
learned where seafood comes from, 
how it gets to their plates and why 
eating seafood is an important part 
of a healthy diet. 

In Benbecula, Calum MacDonald, 
manager of the Cheesebay Marine 
Harvest site, talked pupils through 
the life cycle of a salmon, whilst 
on Barra, Christina MacNeil from 
Barratlantic helped out, building on 
a relationship the company already 
enjoys with the Castlebay Community 
School.THE FIRST meeting of the new session was held on 

Wednesday October 5.  
June Taylor from Dalmally explained how to paint 

glass and brought along books and paints to let members 
decorate their chosen glasses and jars. Competition: 
Gingerbread – Gold: Ann Hay; Silver: Pat McLeod.

The second meeting of the season, on Wednesday No-
vember 2, saw Liz Gafney, also of Dalmally, demonstrat-
ing how to put together a flower arrangement. Members 
were then supplied with materials to create their own 
displays which were all attractive.

Competition: small flower arrangement in a jug  – 
Gold: Pat McLeod;  Silver: Jean Wylie; Red: Christine 
Hawe. 

Members were reminded of the Christmas tree compe-
tition in St Conan’s Kirk.

SEIL islanders and their friends from far 
and wide packed out the Tigh an Truish 
to remember their good friend Finlay 
Morrison.

Each year there is a darts competition 
held in his memory for a cup named after 
him, to raise funds for the Fishermen’s Mis-
sion. It has become one of the big events in 
the island’s calendar and has grown into a 
pub triathlon including dominoes and pool 
contests.

Organiser Robbie MacLarty said: ‘We 
couldn’t make it such a great night out 
and raise so much money if it wasn’t for 
the generosity of the Tigh an Truish and 
our sponsors Argyll Free Range Eggs, The 
Puffer Bar, Me, Myself and I; SMS Ltd, 
SR Plumbing, SeaFari Adventures, Yesss 
Electrical and Easdale Seafoods Ltd. They 
have all contributed brilliantly in order for 
us to achieve the success we have this year.’

There was some serious darts playing 
going on and and cup went to Jeff Bowles, 
last year’s winner. In second place was 
Stephen Smith, and was Scott Johnstone 
was third.

The ladies champion was Kirsty Raebitt 

Appin

Lochawe

Western Isles

James 
Peterson 

from 
Ormsary 
and Je�  

Bowles from 
East Linton, 
before their 
semi-� nal. 
Je� , who 

won in 2015 
retained the 

title.

Event organiser Robbie MacLarty and 
Kieran Carnie of Oban.

Left, Jenn Brunner and her husband Lars; 
and above, Zelia Carretra and Je�  Bowles. 
Zelia brought along some of the kilts she 

makes by hand.

and the dominoes champion was Jenn 
Brunner. The evening raised £860 which 
was split evenly between the Fishermen’s 
Mission and HCPT Group 43. Easdale 
Seafoods gave a £40 donation to the Fish-
ermen’s Mission and the sale of Mission 
merchandise on the night raised £40.

Matthew Ramsay, of the Fishermen’s 
Mission in Argyll, who is based in Carra-
dale said: ‘Our thanks go to everyone who 
supported Robbie and his team of helpers 
who work so hard to make this event such a 
success and a great night out.’

Seil
Vanda Brown, Balvicar, took part in the darts competition.

Pupils enjoyed learning about seafood.

Pupils enjoy Seafood in Schools roadshow

master Neil. After much fun 
and laughter, the choir ended 
its programme with a moving 
rendition of An Eala Bhan 
(The White Swan), written by 
Donald MacDonald, known 
as ‘Red Donald of Coruna’, 
while in the trenches at the 
Battle of the Somme during 
the First World War.  

As the final notes of the 
song faded, the choir parted 
to allow their president, 
Andreas Wolff, to lay a 
poppy wreath against the 
communion table.  

The choir then kept a 
two-minute silent vigil, 
before sitting for a time in 
silence with the profoundly 
moved audience – a fitting 
prelude to Remembrance 
Sunday.Taynuilt Gaelic Choir with Ginger the dog.

Taynuilt

Taynuilt Gaelic Choir 
entertains at Strone
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Your urgent help 
is needed now to 

STOP THE 
QUARRY!
in Glen Creran, Appin.

Directly to Argyll & Bute:
planning.olandi@argyll-bute.gov.uk
Quote Ref: 16/02911/MIN

Through our website:
www.quarryprotest.com

By post to:
Argyll & Bute Council, Municipal Buildings, Albany 
Street, Oban PA34 4AW
Quote Ref: 16/02911/MIN

How can you comment and place an objection?
Deadline!
We are advised that for the best effect comments and 
objections should be submitted not later than 6th of 
December 2016.

Who has published this?
This advertisement has been placed and paid for by 
Tony and Jackie Kersley and Lesley and Harvey Wolfin-
ger with the support of the residents and community of 
Glen Creran and Appin.

What is this about?  
At a pre-planning Community Council meeting there was a large attendance of 100 people and 
93 objected strongly. None of the concerns expressed at the meeting have been addressed 
satisfactorily by the developer McCrae Ltd and the Belgian Landowner, Baron Dominique Collinet – 
stated to be a resident of Luxembourg – who have both decided to ignore local opinion completely 
and submit a full planning permission application to create a quarry in Glen Creran. The landowner 
has stated in a meeting with Glen Creran residents that whilst the initial application is for five years, 
he will definitely be extending this period up to a total of 25 years.

How can it be stopped?
Glen Creran is designated as an area of Panoramic Beauty in the LORN area of Scotland and 
in the Development Plan there is a presumption against any quarry activities unless it can be 
demonstrated that there is requirement.  

Is there evidence of requirement?
We are now asking Argyll and Bute Planning Department to be open and transparent and provide 
urgently to the people of Argyll and Lochaber any evidence that may exist that another quarry is 
required, including the information we have reason to believe they hold about gravel and sand 
reserves within a 30-mile radius of Glen Creran and also all the sources available to them for 
these products. The quarries we are aware of within this area, that on a combined basis produce 
building sand, concrete sand and gravel, include Connel, Benderloch, Glensanda, Bonawe and 
Barrachander.  Connel has just been granted a five-year extension for building sand and we have 
been informed that Benderloch has further sand reserves that could be made available if required.

Is a Quarry more 
important than Tourism 
for the local Economy?
The areas of Argyll and Lochaber are huge areas for tourism 
and this supports many thousands of jobs and local businesses 
producing large amounts of income ever year. Surely we must 
save one of our most beautiful glens – an asset that should 
be protected for posterity and not ravaged by unnecessary 
industrialisation.

Who can stop this 
happening?
The head planner for Argyll and Bute Council is Mr Angus 
Gilmour. No doubt he will look very carefully indeed at this 
application and take into consideration all aspects, including 
the protected species, conservation and LORN restrictions, 
tourism, and especially requirement. He will also be aware that 
many hundreds of valid objections/comments have been sent 
to the council at the email address below since Thursday 17th, 
November, when the first notice was published, with many 
more to come.
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Winter is the season to be brolly
Ryan smiles with his newly decorated umbrella. 15_t48brollymaking03Riona, seven, and her sister, Mara, six, from Oban. 15_t48brollymaking01. And, inset, left, Emma, 10, and Eilidh McCahey, six, from Dunbeg. 15_t48brollymaking05/04

Kayla, nine, and Tyler, 12 from Rock� eld Primary School. 15_t48brollymaking06

Reece, nine, from Oban. 15_t48brollymaking08 Collette, nine, from Oban. 15_t48brollymaking07

Ellie McGurckin, two, and her big brother, Callum, � ve, from Dunbeg. 15_t48brollymaking02

ONE of the highlights of this 
year’s Oban Winter Festival is 
sure to be the Brollies Parade on 
Sunday.

The parade marks the culmina-
tion of the 2016 extravaganza.

And loads of people went along 
to a fun brolly-decorating work-
shop on Monday in the Rockfield 
Centre to help people decorate 
their umbrellas ahead of the event. 

So this Sunday, bring your 
decorated umbrella and join in 
the March of the Brollies. The 
family parade, which will leave 
the Corran Halls at 4.45pm on 
Sunday (November 27), will be 
accompanied by Oban High 
School Pipe Band. 

For more information on 
the Oban Winter Festival pro-
gramme, visit its website www.
obanfestival.com.

Turn to pages 12 and 13 for 
more pictures and don’t forget to 
pick up a copy of next week’s Oban 
Times.



Thursday 24 November, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk 9NEWS
OT

www.facebook.com/obantimes

A REFURBISHMENT costing 
more than £850,000 looks to be 
on the cards for Fort William’s 
Nevis Centre, despite an almost 
50 per cent cut in funding.

Last Friday (November 18), 
the Highland Council’s Ed-
ucation, Children and Adult 
Services Committee (ECAS) 
held a special meeting to 
discuss third sector funding, 
where it was agreed that the 
Nevis Centre would see funding 
‘slashed’ from around £166,000 
in 2016/17 to £91,000 in 2018/19.

But cuts have not deterred the 
centre from announcing refur-
bishment plans which could take 
place over the next three years. 

Sheana Fraser, chairwoman 
of the board at Linnhe Leisure, 
which operates the centre, told 
The Oban Times: ‘We had our 
AGM last week and the auditors 
are pleased with the progress we 
have made in the past year and 
they have no major concerns 
about the reductions, although 
we will obviously have to look at 
how we make economies.’

Ms Fraser, however, noted 
that the building ‘badly needed’ 
repairs to the roof, which look 
to cost more than £300,000. She 

said: ‘There is water coming in 
from the roof in several loca-
tions – it’s really bad. 

‘The roof is the main thing 
in the refurbishment plans 
because it’s in such a bad state. 
It’s over 20 years old and at the 
end of its useful life.’

Ms Fraser said that they would 
be applying to various funding 
organisations to obtain the 
money needed for the work.

The centre is set to hold the 
Royal National Mòd next year 
and Ms Fraser said: ‘The Mòd 
is normally held in well-kept 
buildings and the Nevis Centre 
just looks so tired.’

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben Thompson added: ‘The re-
cent AGM of the Nevis Centre 
was quite positive in some ways 
despite the grim news about 
the reduction in council grant 
support.

‘The board is aiming to get the 
Nevis Centre in a fit state for 
the Mòd next September. Fort 
William will be on show that 
week and I think it’s important 
our premier entertainment ven-
ue offers an attractive welcome 
for the thousands of visitors who 
will descend on the town.’

Nevis Centre in line 
for £850,000 work

CalMac passengers 
reach fi ve million
PASSENGER numbers and 
revenues both increased over 
the past year, according to the 
latest David MacBrayne Ltd 
annual report and accounts. 

The ferry and port operator, 
parent company of CalMac Fer-
ries Ltd, reported passengers up 
by two per cent to five million 
and vehicles by nine per cent 
to 1.2 million for 2015/16. Total 
turnover increased from £172 
million to £190 million.  

David MacBrayne’s chair-
man, David McGibbon, said: 
‘This has been another hugely 
successful year. It has been 
particularly satisfying for me 
personally to be at the helm 
during such transformational 
and exciting times for the com-
pany. We really are going from 
strength to strength. 

‘Among a year of highlights, 
winning the Clyde and Hebrides 
Ferry Service (CHFS) contract 
is the stand-out experience for 
me. The uncertainty that has 
surrounded the company since 
the tender process began has 
been unsettling for everyone 
connected to the CalMac fam-
ily. 

‘But our bid was recognised as 
both compelling and innovative 
in meeting the needs of commu-
nities, customers, stakeholders, 
our partner agencies and the 
Scottish Government, while of-
fering best value to the taxpayer. 
In summary, we were simply the 
best company for the job.’

Despite growth in both carry-
ings and revenue, the company 
made a loss of £4.6 million for 
the year, up from £2.3 million 
over the previous 12 months. 

According to the company, 
this was driven by planned 
investment in new technology to 
improve customer service and 
business development activities, 
including the team to secure the 
successful CHFS tender, and 
support the bid and transition 
costs to run Marchwood Mili-
tary Port in Hampshire, as part 
of a new joint venture, Solent 
Gateway Ltd.  

‘Winning the Marchwood deal 
will provide a regular income 
stream for the company over 
the long term and is a great 
marker for the future expansion 
ambitions of the company,’ said 
Mr McGibbon. 

‘We were up against some of 
the biggest port and harbour 
operators in the UK and I’m 
delighted that we have secured 
what is a 35-year concession 
from the Ministry of Defence 
to support the army and to de-
velop commercial opportunities 
at the port. It is huge endorse-

ment of our harbour handling 
and logistics management 
expertise.

‘Total numbers employed by 
the company rose from 1,482 
to 1,568 over the course of the 
year. 

‘Other highlights from the 
accounts showed that the 

Guardian newspaper voted us 
ferry operator of the year in the 
UK, with the Independent going 
one better and awarding us best 
ferry operator internationally. 
The company was also well 
represented the Scottish Trans-
port Awards winning Frontline 
Employee of the Year.’

2016 has been a bumper year for CalMac in terms of passengers and vehicles.

After a storm, my Dad makes 
sure everyone’s electricity is on

We’re ready for winter. Are you?

Get our free 
Power Track App

Keep your
phone charged 

Get ready at ssen.co.uk

@ssencommunity0800 300 999 /ssencommunity

Sleigh 
ride awaits 
poetry 
winners

THERE was festive cheer 
for everyone when Glengarry 
Community Hall hosted In-
vergarry’s Christmas Fair on 
Saturday November 19.

Attractions included baked 
goods and wares from local 

businesses and stalls laden 
with goodies made by Inver-
garry Primary School pupils.

The Brownies and the Gold-
en All Stars held a fundraising 
bottle stall and Anne Davies 
and Catherine Cameron sold 

mini shinty sticks, shinty 
cakes and non-alcoholic 
mulled wine at the Glengarry 
Shinty Club stall.

Eleven-year-old Sophie 
Rand played Christmas tunes 
on her violin. 

SANTA’S little Lochaber 
helpers have been chosen.

The Lochaber Rotary’s 
annual poetry competition at-
tracted more than 80 entries 
and gave the judges, Jodie 
Ferguson and Janice MacLe-
od of Ferguson Transport and 
Shipping, a challenging time 
to choose the winners. 

After several hours of 
reading and comparing, the 
top two spots were awarded 
to five-year-old Jack Michael 
Sprague from Tulloch near 
Roybridge who attends 
Banavie Primary School and 
Maria Sutherland, age 8, from 
Lundavra Primary.

The standard of entry was 
very high and the judges were 
impressed by both the quality 
of writing and the creativity.

Club president Paula Ross 
said: ‘We look forward to 
welcoming Maria and Jack 
to our Christmas Festival on 
Saturday November 26 when 
they will be joining Santa on 
his sleigh ride through town 
and over to the Nevis Centre.

‘It should be a good day for 
all the family. Thanks go to 
The Oban Times for partner-
ing us in this competition’.

Smelter sale deal brings future 
hope after year of uncertainty

Festive treats galore at Invergarry’s Christmas fair. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

All the fun of Invergarry’s Christmas Fair

AN AGREEMENT for the 
sale of a Lochaber smelter has 
been made which will put ‘Fort 
William in the driving seat for 
industrial expansion’.

After months of consultation 
between Rio Tinto, the Scottish 
Government and potential 
buyers, Rio Tinto’s assets have 
been sold to the GFG Alliance 
(SIMEC and the Liberty House 
Group) for £330 million.

Details emerged early yester-
day (Wednesday November 23) 
of the deal, which comprises 
the sale of Rio Tinto’s 100 per 
cent shareholding in Alcan 
Aluminium UK Limited which 
includes the operating smelter, 
the hydroelectric facilities at 
Kinlochleven and Lochaber, 
and all associated land. 

Rio Tinto chief executive Alf 
Barrios said: ‘Our priority has 
been to ensure a long-term 
sustainable future for Lochaber 
and economic benefit for the 
wider Fort William community. 
There was significant interest in 
the assets, but SIMEC is com-
mitted to continuing operations 
at the smelter.’ 

Kate Forbes MSP hailed 

the announcement, believing 
the accord would safeguard 
hundreds of jobs. The work-
force were informed yesterday 
morning. 

Ms Forbes told The Oban 
Times the smelter and hydro 
scheme were built on the 
foundation stones of commu-
nity benefit and commercial 
innovation. Lochaber was the 
first place to enjoy electricity 
thanks to the hydro station and 
two new villages were built in 
Inverlochy  and Kinlochleven to 
accommodate the workforce.  

She said the challenges facing 
the West Highlands aren’t too 
dissimilar – that people want 
careers, affordable housing, 
development and better con-
nectivity and the future for Fort 
William has just been rewritten. 

The Lochaber MSP said: ‘My 
hope was always to preserve 
jobs and continue operations 
at the smelter, but I think that 
Liberty House’s ambitions 
for the smelter could put Fort 
William in the driving seat of 
industrial expansion, career 
opportunities and sustainable 
economic growth.

‘Innovation and community 
benefits were the foundation 
stones on which the smelter 

and the hydro scheme were 
first founded – new villages 
were built and electricity was 
generated in Lochaber before 
anywhere else in Scotland.’ 
While the deal might signal a 
welcome end to almost a year 
of uncertainty, it also suggests 
efforts towards potentially the 
largest community land buyout 
by East Laggan and Lochaber 
Community Trust (ELLCT) 
have been stopped in their tracks. 

Ms Forbes continued: ‘I know 
the Scottish Government and 
I were always keen to support 
a buyer who were committed 
to the local community. The 
smelter is immensely significant 
as an economic asset not just 
for Lochaber, but for Scotland. 
The plant itself has around 150 
employees – and including con-
tractors and the supply chain, 
the smelter supports jobs for 
several hundred people. That is 
a significant number. 

‘I think that Liberty House’s 
plans for the region are reminis-
cent of the smelter’s innovative, 
community-focused origins.’

Ms Forbes added: ‘Today 
is all about the future for the 
West Highlands and I am very 
enthusiastic about this latest 
development for our region.’

MONICA GIBSON
mgibsons@obantimes.co.uk
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Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Days gone by – Oban Flower Club

Glasgow Letter

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

This week’s picture from the past takes us back to March 1993. Mrs Margaret Falconer, left, president of Oban Flower 
Club, presents a � oral tribute to Mrs Calman Cathro, centre, from Dundee, assited by Mrs Maimie Morrison, the club’s 

treasurer. Mrs Cathro was guest speaker at the � ower club’s annual dinner held in McTavish’s

A weekend to 
remember
Unable to attend the Tiree Gathering 
concert on Thursday night, I settled 
down to try to catch as much of it as 
I could online – taking advantage of 
the fact it was being streamed live on 
Facebook.

Unfortunately, however, my Adobe 
flash player broke down at an inop-
portune moment and my attempts to 
experience any of the concert were 
foiled. Technology has always been a 
mystery to me. 

I hear the concert was a fantastic 
success, despite my frustrations on 
my computer, and it heralded the 
beginning of a great weekend. 

The following evening I was playing 
in the Park Bar while Trail West were 
playing for the dance in the GU. 
The Park was mobbed with Tirisdich 
preparing to head up the Kelvin Way 
to the dance. 

At the beginning of the evening, 
there were 20 tickets left behind the 
bar. Those tickets soon sold like hot 
cakes, meaning the dance was a com-
plete sell-out. 

The following day, Gunna Sound en-
tertained the Park Bar all afternoon 
and evening, while I played with Tide 
Lines in the art school for the band’s 
first ever Glasgow show – which was a 
thoroughly enjoyable night for us. 

On the Sunday, Trail West took to 
the Park Bar stage and many gathered 
to hear the music, have a dram and 
reminisce about what was a truly 
wonderful weekend down here in 
Glasgow.

The 151st Glasgow 
Skye annual concert
A YEAR after their massive 150th 
anniversary gathering celebration, the 
Glasgow Skye Association is prepar-
ing for another great night of music on 
Friday December 2. 

Its annual gathering concert begins 
in the Glasgow University Union at 
7.30pm and features a star-studded 
line-up of singers, including Eilidh 
Cormack, Catriona MacNeil, James 
Graham and Calum Alex Macmillan. 

The singers will be accompanied 
by Alan Kitchen, while Ian Smith on 
accordion is the instrumentalist for 
the evening. 

The audience will also be treated 
to a few sets from association piper 
John Gillies, as well as tunes from the 
Glasgow Skye Association Pipe Band 
led by Pipe Major Ewan Henderson. 

The guest of honour this year is 
Hugh Dan MacLennan, who, I’m 
sure, will have many interesting sto-
ries to tell. 

When the concert comes to an end, 

the dance will begin at approximately 
10.30pm to the sound of Trail West, 
who will play until 2am. 

Going by how good the Glasgow 
Skye was last year, this is a night not 
to be missed.

What’s on
Thursday November 24: Comunn an 
Taobh-an-Iar haggis supper in the 
Ellangowan Social Club.
Saturday November 26: An Comunn 
Collach, the Coll Association, annual 
buffet and ceilidh in the National 
Piping Centre, McPhater Street.
Friday December 2: Glasgow Skye 
Association annual gathering in the 
Glasgow University Union – concert 
commencing at 7.30pm.
Friday December 9: Clydebank 
Highlanders cèilidh in the Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick. 

Pub scene
Park Bar
Friday November 25: Scott Harvey.
Saturday November 26: Trail West.
Sunday November 27: Scott Harvey.
Islay Inn
Friday November 25: Deep River.
Saturday November 26: The 
Raggaels.
Wednesday November 30: quiz night.

Discrimination 
against islanders
Sir,
I have a long-held question on the words 
community and community rights.

I want to know what the word commu-
nity actually entails in legal terms, and 
also what community rights are.

I am an indigenous islander who, not 
being a tenant crofter, does not have the 
right to cut peats, among many other 
disadvantages, such as having access to 
an interest-free loan and a 50 percent 
grant to build a house. I’d have to, as I 
have done, take out a bank loan. But I 
went to the same school and the same 
church and played and mixed socially 
with all the local folk who had those 
rights. Is that discrimination?

As I see it, our present population 
crises may well have been averted if the 
laws and the government agencies had 
taken all born and bred islanders under 
their community rights schemes, rather 
than one of the brothers getting the 
family croft, and the rest having to go to 
the mainland or further away, including 
emigrating, owing to a lack of rights in 
their own back yards.

It amazes me that even now, with 
so many government agencies and 
academics running various groups, 
this issue has not even been talked 
about, never mind being part of this 
‘community’. What community?

I see quite a lot of folk excluded 
from those communities and I know 
there is enough land in all parts of the 
Highlands and Islands that could easily 
have been divided to ensure it was not 
just one of the brothers who would have 
land but all. And that also means rights 
to buy, rights to cut peats, rights to take 
sand and shingle off the beach and a 
right to an interest-free loan.

The word community is meaningless 
as it only takes in a certain group and 
community rights only apply to a few. 

I certainly feel discriminated against 
in my own backyard as I’m of the same 
indigenous blood, the same culture, 
know the same stories and songs, and 
went to the same churches and school.

I know the government and other 
agencies have been embroiled in land 
reform for umpteen years but, sadly, 
quite a few issues were never spoken 
about, and I believe that if the issue had 
been addressed at least half a century 
ago, our islands may well not have seen 
population decline.

I think this wrong should be righted.
Angus Campbell,
 Garrynamoine, South Uist.

Permission for house 
should be rescinded
Sir,
If I want to build a house in Argyll, I 
must prepare a map of the existing 
arrangement and a plan showing my 
proposal. 

I must follow the planning rules and 
guidelines or explain in detail why I 
want to deviate from them. 

Then I present these documents to 
Argyll and Bute Council’s Planning 
Department for its assessment. With its 
approval, I go on to build according to 
the proposal.

But if I am a major building company, 
it’s quite different. It uses an obsolete 
map of the existing arrangement. It de-
viates from the planning guidelines but 
doesn’t mention it. And when it builds, 
it’s different from the plan.

When all the mistakes are eventually 
uncovered, the council says ‘sorry’ to 
afflicted neighbours but ‘carry on’ to 
the errant builder.

So while neighbours suffer intolerable 
intrusion, the builder keeps on profiting 
from flouting the rules. When sleepy 
councillors examine the case, nothing 
changes.

There is a remedy available to the 
council. It must rescind the planning 
consent that was awarded in 2014 for 
the house too close to Duriehill in Con-
nel because the application was faulty.

Derek Wilkinson,
Lora House Upper, Connel.

Council regularly 
� outs planning rules
Sir,
Argyll and Bute Council may be flout-
ing planning rules in Connell (‘Anger 
mounts over flouting of planning rules 
for Connel house’, The Oban Times, 
November 10) but why the surprise? 

Here in Oban, the only council rules 
are to ignore everything and tramp all 
over residents.

Historically, the destruction of the 
railway station led to the town losing 
millions a year in tourism revenue and 
the authority is now bent on making the 
south side into another Ardrossan.

Pulpit Hill is designated a special built 
environment area and all new building is 
banned. There is a new Mack Mansion 
being built though that flouts planning 
rules as it is well within 30 metres of a 
blind corner. Despite under-building 
being banned, we have another new 
huge home on a four-metre high block 
of concrete.

These carbuncles, as Prince Charles 
would call them, do not blend into 
the townscape. But until the authority 
makes many areas in the county into 
conservation areas, residents will lose 
out and businesses will lose out because 
tourists like attractive places.

Mike Foster,
Sannox, Crannaig a Mhinister,
Oban.

Abolishing homework 
is drastic measure
Sir,
It was with great sadness and disap-
pointment that I learned that Inverlochy 
Primary School, which I attended, has 
made the decision to abolish homework.

As a teacher myself, I know only too 
well the importance of homework as a 
vital tool to allow pupils to consolidate 
their learning, further develop their 
skills and give parents the opportunity 
to participate in their child’s education.

Changes perhaps do need to be made 
to the types of homework issued and 
teachers (myself included) must start to 
think carefully and creatively to ensure 
homework tasks are indeed valuable, 
manageable and not time-consuming.

The decision to abolish traditional 

homework is somewhat drastic and I 
feel the baby has well and truly been 
thrown out with the bath water.

I fear the pupils of Inverlochy Primary 
are being done a disservice here by not 
offering them homework and estab-
lishing a learning routine that will be 
required when they reach secondary 
school and beyond. 

I am glad to hear parents and pupils 
were consulted in this decision but 
ultimately the decision lies with the 
head teacher and they need to be held 
accountable for this and be in no doubt 
this is the correct course of action for 
their pupils and that it will have a pos-
itive effect, particularly on literacy and 
numeracy skills.

We may not always want to do home-
work just like, as children, we may not 
always want to eat the things that are 
good for us, but that does not mean we 
should not to do it as the benefits are 
crucial in our development.

Sean Stirling,
Secondary school teacher and
former Inverlochy Primary pupil.

Gaelic road signs do 
not help the language
Sir,
Your correspondent with the pseudo 
Gaelic names (Arra Mac a’ Phearsain 
Mac Gill’ Fheisteir, The Oban Times, 
November 17) writing in support of 
Gaelic road signs states ‘that there isn’t 
a significant cost implication for adding 
the Gaelic’. 

Clearly this is nonsense as every road 
sign in Scotland had to be replaced to 
achieve this aim. If they really wished 
to promote Gaelic, it might have been 
better to spend this money on Gaelic 
education rather than confusing our 
tourists with unhelpful Gaelic signs. 

It is sad that previous generations did 
their best to destroy Gaelic culture but 
there is no way of turning the clock back 
now, and certainly not with Gaelic signs.

Professor Colin Davidson,
Tigh nan Eilean, Ardfern.

Money from Argyll to 
be spent elsewhere
Sir,
The SNP’s tax grab plans have been re-
vealed, with Argyll and Bute losing out 
on £1.2 million. This is how the SNP’s 
attainment fund – which took council 
tax proceeds from one area to invest in 
another – is planned to play out. This is 
an insult to local democracy.

As well as people in Argyll and Bute 
having to pay on average an extra £300 
a year in council tax, much of that won’t 
even be spent here in Argyll and Bute. 
Argyll and Bute taxpayers will now be 
funding councils in Glasgow and West 
Dunbartonshire.  Keep in mind that the 
SNP is hoping to win control of those 
two council areas that it is planning to 
funnel Argyll and Bute’s council tax to.

How SNP politicians can say people in 
Argyll and Bute are better served by the 
hare-brained scheme of taking money 
away from our council and giving it to 
other councils is beyond me. 

Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Social media
THERE was a considerable amount 
of comment about Oban’s Christmas 
tree in Argyll Square.
Elizabeth Mcdougall praised: ‘I like it. 
My kids like it. It does have lights on it. 
It is a pretty Christmas tree. I don’t get 
the problem.’
Murdo MacKenzie posted: ‘If they 
had spent a fortune on one in times of 
austerity and council cuts we’d all be 
having a hissy � t.’
Margaret Menassa lamented: 
‘Thrown out better after Christmas. So 
bad they haven’t even put lights on it 
so as not to draw attention to it.’

Leigh Laird Macniven wrote: ‘Look at 
the end of the day it’s a tree and not 
long after the council yard went on � re 
maybe they have more pressing things 
to spend money on.
Grant Addison said: ‘Think it’s � ne 
Oban itself is looking brilliant right now 
we should appreciate what we have.’
Raema Stevenson suggested: ‘If thats 
the only thing people have to complain 
about ... its really quite sad ... Oban has 
never looked so good.’
James Strang posted: ‘Didn’t even 
notice that there was one.’
Arlene Campbell said: ‘Seriously get a 

life – if it was too big folk would moan. 
People in this town are too hard to 
please!’
Jenny Low wrote: ‘Nothing wrong 
with the tree.’
Shirley Brander blasted: ‘It’s a dis-
grace.’
Helen Pearson wrote: ‘It looked nice 
when we drove through the square 
tonight.’
John DM Kerr quipped: ‘Some dogs 
are refusing to Pee on it.’
Jack Low moaned: ‘more like a bush 
thats been draged through a hedge 
backwards.’

FEUMAIDH COMHAIRLI-
CHEAN an cridheachan a chru-
adhachadh a’ co-dhùnadh air gear-
raidhean sheirbheisean gus cunntasan 
an ùghdarrais aca a chothromachadh.  

Ach tuigidh duine ciallach sam bith 
nach fhuiling buidseatan poblach 
fàsgadh bliadhna an dèidh bliadhna 
gun sin buaidh a thoirt air ìre nan 
seirbheisean.  

Nam fhianais air tubaist rathaid 
madainn Dhihaoine seo chaidh 
chunna mi mar a dh’fhaodas cuid 
de cho-dhùnaidhean Chomhairlean 
a bhith nan cunnart dha muinntir 
nan coimhearsnachdan a tha iad a’ 
frithealadh.

Bha reothadh cruaidh air taobh an 
iar an Eilein Sgiathanaich  madainn 
Dhihaoine ach cha deach speilgean 
salainn no gainmhich air an rathad 
chaol shingilte a tha a’ ceangal sgìre 
Ghlinn Dail agus Bhoi’reig ris an 
t-saoghal a-muigh. 

Mu thimcheall leth-uair an dèidh a 
h-ochd thàinig càr air deigh dhubh air 
an rathad ann an Sgianaidean agus 
chrìochnaich an càr air a bheul-fodha 
air Drochaid Allt nan Luideig. 

Gu fortanach cha deach an dithis a 
bh’ anns a’ chàr an goirteachadh idir, 

ach dìreach dà charbad air an cùlaibh 
bha càr sgoile làn chloinne. 

Gu nàdarra bha ceist gu math 
draghail air dràibhear a’ chàir sin a 
thaobh dè bh’ air tachairt nan robh e 
fhèin air bualadh air an deigh ud. 

Tha uallach mòr air a h-uile neach 
a tha an urra ri cloinn dhaoine eile 
a ghiùlan air ais ‘s air adhart gu sgoil-
tean agus tha an t-uallach sin gu math 
nas motha ann an suidheachadh far 
nach eil rathaidean sàbhailte. 

Am bheil oifigearan nan comhair-
lean a’ cur an cuimhne nam ball gum 
bheil caomhnaidhean air sailleadh 
rathaidean a’ toirt buaidh air an 
dleastanas a th’ air an ùghdarras a 
thaobh foghlam chloinne agus an 
cuid sàbhailteachd fhad ’s a tha sin ga 
dhèanamh. 

‘S e pàirt den trioblaid uabhasach 
a th’ aig comhairlean gum bheil 
uimhir de na seirbheisean a tha iad 
a’ lìbhrigeadh a’ fighe na chèile gu ìre 
mhòr. 

Ann an cuid a sheaghan tha sin dol 
a chiallachadh an luach as fheàrr dha 
luchd-pàighidh chìsean, ach aig an 
aon àm agus mar a bha fìor a rèir 
choltais an seo, thug co-dhùnadh a 
thaobh buidseat rathaidean buaidh 

chunnartach air seirbheis foghlaim 
Chomhairle na Gàidhealtachd, gun 
ghuth air mar a chaidh an sgìre a 
ghearradh dheth gu tur fad còrr air trì 
uairean a thìde.

Chan eil fiosam dè na tha a’ Chom-
hairle a’ caomhnadh air sailleadh nan 
rathaidean, ach saoilidh mi nach b’ 
iongnadh ged a bhiodh cuid a phàran-
tan draghail mun cuid cloinne. Cha 
ghabh luach cur orrasan!

 
WHEN a car hit black ice on the 
untreated Glendale Road in Skye last 
Friday morning, the occupants were 
mercifully uninjured. 

But their car, on its roof on a bridge 
at Skinidin, blocked access to several 
hundred homes for over three hours. 

More worrying was the fact that 
the vehicle involved in the accident 
was being closely followed by a car 
carrying children to school in Dun-
vegan.

It is little wonder that concern is 
being expressed that the Highland 
Council’s policy on winter road treat-
ment may be putting lives at risk.

 
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan 

Campbell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Last weekend saw the start of the annual Winter Fes-
tival and what a fantastic weekend it was. The town 

was buzzing, particularly on Saturday with the various 
markets and for the highlight of the day – the Reindeer 
Parade.

There was a bit of talk round Oban about the size of 
the Christmas tree in Argyll Square, but given the diffi-
cult week the council had had due to the devastating fire 
at Millpark, hats off to all the people who worked to get 
the tree up and decorated in time.

But during all the festivities and talk of Christmas, the 
one story that has stood out this week,  the gesture that 

seems to have embodied what this time of year is really 
all about, is the article about Oban mum Tracy Gilmour, 
who put up her Christmas decorations early this year 
in support of a young lad and his family from England. 
Kieran Maxwell, 18, has terminal cancer and people 
in his village have put up their lights and decorations 
early, hoping to make this a special time for him and 
his family.

It’s thoughtful gestures like this, which we are all 
capable of, that make the difference. So thank you to 
Tracy for reminding us all what Christmas should really 
be about.
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His strong sense 
of tradition 
and occasion 
enabled him to 
continue for so 
many years ”

Kate MacKellaig
Daughter of Ronnie MacKellaig

Tra�  c was at a standstill behind the convoy. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

AN INVESTIGATION is under 
way after a couple from Lewis 
described as being ‘a big part of 
the community’ died suddenly.

Morag and Donald MacMillan 
were found outside their home 
in the Gravir area on Friday 
morning.

Morag, known locally as Mau-
reen, aged 67, and her 73-year- 
old husband’s property doubled 
up as the Post Office and they 
were well-known in the commu-
nity who were said to be shocked 
and saddened by the news.

AN AUDIENCE of 50 attended the ‘Fort Wil-
liam Then and Now’ presentation in the West 
End Hotel last Wednesday evening.

The historical tour of the town was delivered 
with a touch of Lochaber humour by locals 
residents Ian Abernethy and Bill Cameron.

During almost two hours of visuals and com-
mentary, townsfolk and tourists were taken on 
a virtual trip from the West End to the Old 
Fort. Among the highlights were short films of 
the Queen’s first visit to Fort William in 1958 
and of the Model T Ford ascent and descent of 
Ben Nevis in 1911.  

There were illustrated tales of the wartime 
HQ in town and of ‘Local boy makes good’ 
– Dr Daniel McDonald from Achintore 
Road. Dr McDonald invented the automatic 
changing arm for record players and went on 
to found Birmingham Sound Reproducers. In 
the 1960s and 1970s his company employed 
thousands at locations all over the world.
Throughout the presentation, stories of local 
characters, local craic and local lore abounded.
Thanks to the two virtual tours to date, three 
Lochaber charitable organisations have ‘bene-
fited handsomely’ from the proceeds.

THE END of an era was 
marked as friends, family and 
acquaintances said goodbye 
to ‘Glenfinnan’s last survivor’, 
writes Monica Gibson

Ronnie MacKellaig died on 
November 7, aged 88. 

A devout Catholic, Ronnie’s 
funeral service took place in 
Glenfinnan Church led by Father 
Roddy McAuley on November 
11 and, during the service, his 
daughter Kate shared tales of 
her father’s life.

Kate told The Oban Times her 
father was brought up, grew up, 
married and lived all his life in 
Glenfinnan. He was very active 
in the Gaelic Mòd and won 
competitions in piano, as well 
as silver in the male solo singing 
competition. 

It was through Ronnie’s love 
of theatre that he met his wife 
Margaret. As well as daughter 
Kate, Ronnie and Margaret had 
a son Iain, and the couple would 
have celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary the day after 
Ronnie’s funeral. 

Ronnie was known for his 
involvement with the Glenfinnan 
Gathering, which Kate said was 
the brainchild of Archie MacK-

AROUND 2.20pm on Saturday 
November 19, two RAB jackets 
were stolen from Nevis Sport, 
Fort William. 

One jacket is a women’s size 
14 and dark blue, while the 
other is a medium-sized light 
blue jacket. 

Police are keen to trace two 
men in relation to this incident. 

One man is in his mid-20s to 
30s, wearing a black beanie 
style hat with an ADIDAS 
logo, black pu� a jacket, black 
trousers and white trainers. 
The second is in his mid-30s to 
40s, wearing all black clothing 
and carrying a white/grey 
backpack. 

AROUND 1.30am on Satur-
day November 19, two men 
entered the forecourt of 
Glengarry Filling Station in 
Invergarry and forced entry 
to the airline and hoover 
machines, causing damage. 

One man is described as 
being approximately 5ft 
10ins in height, of slim build, 
wearing a dark jacket and 
trousers.

The other man is approx-
imately 5ft 8ins in height, 
of stocky build, wearing a 
black jacket, a top with an 
Everlast logo, black trousers 
and trainers.  

Both men were wearing 
gloves and hooded tops, 
with the hoods up.

SOMETIME between 5pm on 
Saturday November 19 and 
7am on Sunday November  
20, solar lights were removed 
from the path between the 
West Highland Hotel, Mallaig, 
and the Chlachain Inn.

AROUND 1.30pm on Sunday 
November 20 on the A82 at 
Glencoe near the Clachaig 
Inn junction, a grey Subaru  
car was involved in a minor 
crash. 

Police want to speak with 
the male driver of the vehi-
cle and would ask that he 
or anyone with information 
about this collision contact 
police in Fort William.

LOCHABER Police are urg-
ing cyclists to be more con-
siderate when riding around 
the town after a pedestrian 
was nearly knocked down in 
broad daylight.

Irene Greeley from Fort 
William was knocked off bal-
ance by a cyclist travelling at 
speed through the underpass 
near The Parade last week.  

Mrs Greeley, who has breast 
cancer, told The Oban Times 
she was left badly shaken 
and with bruises after the 
incident. She said the cyclist 
had failed to stop. 

Mrs Greeley reported the 
collision to the police and 
wondered if anything could 
be done to prevent this kind 
of behaviour as she believes a 
much more serious accident 
could have happened if it had 
involved an elderly person or 
a child.

The Oban Times contacted 
the police and were told 
there is no legislation for ‘hit 
and run’ incidents involving 
bicycles but that they would 
contact local councillors 
regarding the potential for 
further signs to instruct cy-
clists of do’s and don’ts. 

A spokesperson added: ‘Po-
lice in Lochaber are dealing 
with this report. This type of 
incident is rare in Fort Wil-
liam. This collision occurred 
as a result of cyclist and 
pedestrian being ‘unsighted’ 
as they converged at the end/
corner of the underpass, how-
ever the cyclist should have 
taken more care. 

‘Police have been unable to 
identify the cyclist involved 
at this stage, but remind all 
cyclists using the High Street 
area that they should always 
dismount prior to using the 
underpass as the tight dimen-
sions and restricted visibility 
require extra caution. Cyclists 
should also  exercise appro-
priate caution when cycling in 
pedestrian areas of the town 
to avoid similar situations.’

POLICE
FILES

Catherine MacDonald, a 
Western Isles councillor for 
Stornoway and the Isle of Lewis, 
told The Oban Times Mr Mac-
Millan was a real gentleman and 
his wife was one of the kindest 
and thoughtful people she had 
met.

She said: ‘I knew them very 
well. They were a couple who did  
a great deal in the community.  I 
was very, very sorry to hear the 
news.  

‘They ran the Post Office for 
about 50 years and I think his 

father had before. They were 
also very involved with the Pairc 
Historical Society.  

‘Maureen must have been the 
secretary because when there 
was any correspondence it had 
to be sent to her.  But that was 
just one of the things they did. 
They were such a big part of the 
community and will be so sorely 
missed.  

‘She actually phoned me 
about a trip she was running 
with an elderly group to North 
Uist and had thought of me and 

wondered if I wanted to go. That 
was just the sort of person she 
was. I lived a wee bit away but 
whenever I had a question or 
wasn’t sure about something, I’d 
phone Maureen for her advice 
and knowledge of the area and 
she would be as helpful as she 
could be.’

Police are describing the 
deaths as unexplained and offi-
cers have been stationed outside 
the property while investigations 
are carried out.

Ms MacDonald said she 

couldn’t imagine how this had 
happened but that perhaps for 
some reason they had both been 
outside and perished in the cold.

‘It had been bitterly cold that 
week,’ she said.  

‘There certainly had been 
frost, the gritters had been out at 
6 o’clock and it had frozen over 
again. It was that kind of night 
– a real cold harsh frost.  

‘But they weren’t a particularly 
‘old’ couple. They were so alive 
and so active in the community. 
This is a real loss.’

ellaig, Ronnie’s father. Kate de-
scribed her grandfather as a very 
astute man who, decades ago, 
was responsible for ensuring the 
field the gathering takes place on 
could not be developed.

Ronnie became secretary of 
the gathering aged 17 and only 
stepped down at the age of 86.  

He reinstated the march from 
Glenfinnan monument over to 
the main platform as a symbolic 
gesture of the historical event 
taking place all those years ago.

Kate said: ‘His strong sense of 
tradition and occasion enabled 
him to continue for so many years 

through turbulent times, when 
it was relocated to Lochailort, 
through the Mrs Cameron-Head 
times and onto the Eilean Mor.’

Ronnie’s Gaelic roots were 
also said to be exceptionally 
important to him and he ensured 
the opening of the gathering was 
marked by a Gaelic song – per-
formed in early years by Ronnie 
MacLennan of Morar and, more 
recently, by Margaret Ford of 
Shielfoot, Acharacle.

Ronnie and his wife were 
made warden and manager 
for Glenfinnan monument, a 
joint appointment by its then 
custodian the National Trust for 
Scotland.  It was for these efforts 
that Ronnie received his MBE.

Ronnie retired as secretary of 
the gathering in 2015 and Kate 
believes his strong sense of 
tradition combined with a back-
ground in drama were the ingre-
dients for making Glenfinnan 
Gathering what it is today – an 
accurate portrayal of a Highland 
gathering. 

She said: My dad had an enor-
mous loyalty to his place, family, 
work – whatever he undertook 
he did so with commitment. It 
really is the end of an era.’

NUMBERS drawn in the 
Fort William Golf Club lot-
to on Thursday November 
17 were: 2, 6 and 14.

There was one winner, 
Craig Brown, of Corpach, 
who won £800. The jackpot 
for Thursday November 24 
is £100.

Winning numbers in the 
Caol Regeneration Lotto 
drawn on Thursday No-
vember 17 were 4, 6 and 20. 
There were no winners and 
next week’s jackpot will be
£200.

This week’s Ballachulish 
Shinty Club lottery numbers 
were 6, 13 and 15.

There were no winners, so 
the jackpot goes up to £400 
next week.

Caol Community Centre 
Bingo Lotto numbers 
were 6, 13 and 20.
There were no winners, so 
the jackpot for next Sunday’s 
draw is £500.

BEAR Scotland, the organisation re-
sponsible for managing and maintaining 
trunk roads, will be looking into why 
there was no prior warning that a ‘heavy 
load’ would be travelling through Fort 
William last week.

A vehicle carrying a ‘dumper truck’ 
passed through Fort William under po-
lice escort around lunch time on Novem-
ber 17. Drivers and residents described 
the scene as ‘chaos’ as traffic built up 
around the convoy, with some comment-

ing on Facebook that traffic lights had to 
be removed to allow the vehicle to pass.

A BEAR Scotland spokesperson said: 
‘We have been in contact with the haulier 
involved in relation to the lack of advance 
consultation.’

The convoy � led through Fort William during the midday rush. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Wide load causes traffi c chaos in Fort William

Ian Abernethy and Bill Cameron have entertained guests with two tours in three weeks.

Appeal to 
cyclists 
after ‘hit 
and run’ 

Islanders mourn elderly couple 
found dead outside Lewis home 

Ronnie MacKellaig.

Glenfi nnan bids farewell to 
Gathering stalwart Ronnie   

Lottery 
numbers

Newsdesk         
01397    

703003

Fort William Then and Now success
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CREIDEAS NAR 
COSNAICHEAN 
ÒGA

DUAIS DEAGH 
CHLEACHDADH
AIRGEAD

Duaisean Na Trads MG ALBA 2016  |  MG ALBA Scots Trad Music Awards 2016

Tha MG ALBA toilichte taic a chur ri Duaisean Na Trads
MG ALBA is pleased to support the Scots Trad Music Awards

Oidhche nan Duaisean | Awards Night
Disathairne 3 Dùbhlachd | Saturday 3 December | Talla Caird | Caird Hall | Dùn Dèagh | Dundee

Airson fios mu thiocaidean cuiribh fòn gu: | For ticket information contact: 
Phone: 01382 434940 or visit www.dundeebox.co.uk

@gaelicmedia        facebook.com/gaelicmedia          mgalba.com

 ALBUM OF THE YEAR – 
Sponsored by Birnam CD

Abyss by Talisk

Astar by Breabach

Brighter Still by Adam Holmes and The Embers

Hearts Broken, Heads Turned by Jarlath Henderson

Hello, Goodbye by John McCusker

Matter of Time by Dallahan

Songs of Separation by Songs of Separation

SYMBIOSIS by Ross Ainslie and Ali Hutton

The Hebridean Sessions by Daimh

The River by Hamish Napier

Thursday 24 November, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk

THE voting has now closed and it is time to 
� nd out who will be named at the top of the 
list for the Scots Trad Music Awards.

The Album of the Year, sponsored by Birnam 
CD, is arguably one of the most sought-after 
awards and competition is sti�  this year, with 
the award being contested by 10 nominees, 
including Hamish Napier, Ross Ainslie and Ali 
Hutton, Jarlath Hendeson and Dallahan.

Talisk

Jarlath 
Henderson

Breabach

Adam 
Holmes

Daimh

John McCusker

Hamish Napier

Songs of Separation

Dallahan



Breadach – Astar

Over the past � ve years we have had the great 
privilege of touring across the globe, each jour-
ney shaping our music and strengthening our 
identity.
These experiences have o� ered us the oppor-
tunity to make many friends, perform at iconic 
venues and festivals and be part of exciting 
collaborations. Astar (trans: journey/distance) is 
a multicultural celebration, embracing the music 
of four nations in partnership with our own.
We have invited friends from Norway, Quebec, 
Australia and New Zealand to be part of this 
recording, which has been brought to life under 
the guidance and production of Greg Lawson.

Thursday 24 November, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk 13LEISURE

CÙRSAICHEAN CEUMA

01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk

Faigh barrachd fiosrachaidh air na cùrsaichean fo-cheum dha 
fileantaich is luchd-ionnsachaidh na Gàidhlig a cheanglas an 
cànan le caochladh chuspairean a leithid ceòl traidiseanta, na 
meadhanan agus teagasg.

Find out more about the range of undergraduate courses 
available for fluent speakers and learners of Gaelic which 
combine the language with a choice of subjects including 
traditional music, media studies and teacher education.

WWW.SMO.UHI.AC.UK

Non Residential  £300
Daily Rate: £60 
Includes: l classes, trips, 
lunch and evening events
Class Rage £15   
Local  Youth Rate!
Booking  by:  Dec 12th
info@ceolas.co.uk. 

Sgoil Chullaig in  Grogarry Lodge, South Uist.   
28th Dec – 1st Jan  
Experience the best of traditional Hebridean Hogmanay.  
A variety of classes, community celebrations in 
Stoneybridge Hall 29th, Dance to Trail West Iochdar 
Hall 30th, Piping Recital in Lodge 31st and a New 
Year’s Night Ceilidh.

Walks & talks on archaeology and heritage will take 
place in the afternoons, weather permitting or films of 
local interest will be shown.

Song Mairi MacInnes

Piping Allan MacDonald

Fiddle Allan Henderson

Gaelic Catriona MacIntyre 

 & Mairi Bh MacInnes     

The Hebridean Sessions –
Daimh

‘The Hebridean Sessions’ is an album of tradi-
tional material recorded, mastered and designed 
on the Hebridean Islands.
Never a band to � nd an easy way to do things, 
the album was recorded over a week across the 
Islands of Mull, Skye and South Uist in a series of 
intimate acoustic get togethers.
‘We wanted to record an album of the traditional 
tunes we have been playing for years at wild 
dances and ceilidhs across the West Coast and 
Islands,’ recounts piper Angus MacKenzie, who 
lives on the Isle of Skye.
Taking the recording process and the fact that all 
the band live either on the Isles of Skye and Eigg 
or in full view of them, the band decided to take 
the island theme one step further by choosing 
Beaver Island on Lake Michigan for their North 
American album launch.
‘Every island has its own unique character and 
charm,’ relates Eigg adoptee Gabe McVarish.
‘Yet there is a shared feeling of island mentality, 
wherever you go in the world. Beaver Island may 
have been 4,000 miles away and in the middle of 
a freshwater lake but at certain points it felt just 
like home.’

Matter of Time –
Dallahan

Dallahan’s new release, ‘Matter Of Time’ show-
cases the sound that they have developed since 
their debut album’s release. Having found their 
feet musically when conceiving the � rst album’s 
material, they have expanded and developed 
their ideas, exploring more ambitious and artful 
musical avenues whilst maintaining the same 
open minded approach to traditional music.
In December 2015, they were shortlisted for Al-
bum of the Year as well as a nomination for Folk 
Band of the Year at the Scots Trad Music Awards. 
A track from their debut album was also awarded 
Instrumental Cut of the Year at the Live Ireland 
Awards 2016.

Hearts Broken, Heads Turned –
Jarlath Henderson

For his debut album ‘Hearts Broken, Heads 
Turned’, Jarlath Henderson has thrown away the 
rule book. With his accompanying line-up of the 
cream of the Scottish folk scene, Hamish Napier 
(keyboards, � ute), Innes Watson (� ddle, guitar), 
Duncan Lyall (double bass) and Andrea Gobbi 
(electronics), Henderson (on vocals, Uilleann 
pipes, whistles and guitar) has created an album 
that de� es convention, juxtaposing the tradi-
tional with the modern to dazzling e� ect.

Hello, Goodbye – 
John McCusker

2016 will see John McCusker celebrate 25 years 
as a professional musician and ‘Hello, Goodbye’ 
is his � rst solo album in 12 years, using excellent 
hand-picked, traditional and non-traditional 
musicians.
John has always been a musician striving to 
keep his music fresh and exciting, never leaving 
the past behind but always embracing and 
saying hello to new musical adventures.  ‘Hello, 
Goodbye’, a record of John’s compositions, was 
written while on a world tour with Mark Knop� er 
last year and recorded in his brand new studio, 
a bothy built in 1779 but recently turned into a 
state-of-the-art recording studio, in the heart of 
the Scottish Borders.
John has long been renowned for his skill at 
transcending musical boundaries.

SYMBIOSIS –
Ross Ainslie and Ali Hutton

Since its release in January 2016, the album has 
been received with great appraisal, � nding its 
way to number 15 in the o�  cial UK indie charts, 
following their sell-out UK tour culminating at 
Celtic Connections.
Ross and Ali met at the Vale of Atholl pipe band 
when they were 12 years old. The boys were 
guided by one of the most in� uential pipers 
of the past 30 years, Gordon Duncan. Gordon 
instilled a great passion in the guys for playing 
pipes with other instruments and they have 
gone on to play in many leading Scottish bands, 
including Treacherous Orchestra, Old Blind 
Dogs, Salsa Celtica, Dougie Maclean, Shoog-
lenifty, Capercaillie. After all the years playing in 
di� erent bands and line-ups, the guys decided to 
concentrate on music together.

Songs of Separation –
Songs of Separation

Songs of Separation brought together 10 female 
folk musicians from Scotland and England to 
create a recording which re� ects on the issue of 
‘separation’ in its many forms, through tradition-
al song.
Celebrating the similarities and di� erences in 
our musical, linguistic and cultural heritage, and 
set in the context of a post-referendum world, 
the work aims to evoke emotional responses and 
prompt new thinking about the issue of sepa-
ration as it occurs in all our lives. The collected 
songs will aim to get to the heart of what we 
feel when we are faced with a separation, both 
good and bad. Providing a ‘thread through time’, 
joining us to previous generations who shared 
the same human experiences and responses 
to separation, and to the generations that will 
follow.

Abyss – Talisk

Talisk’s debut album, ‘Abyss’, engineered by 
Barry Reid (Treacherous Orchestra) and recorded 
at Carrier Waves Studio in Glasgow, captures 
the energy and creativity of the trio’s live per-
formances. Abyss is complete featuring guest 
appearances from Ryan Murphy (Manran), Adam 
Brown (RURA), Graham Mackenzie and Rufus 
Huggan.

Brighter Still – 
Adam Holmes and the Embers

The second album from award winning singer/
songwriter Adam Holmes and his band The 
Embers featuring nine new tracks with backing 
vocals and a beautiful duet with Eddi Reader.

The River –
 Hamish Napier

The debut solo album by the award-winning 
Scottish folk musician and composer Hamish 
Napier, in celebration of his local river, the Spey.
It is seldom that an album launch coincides with 
the premiere of a musical commission, but the 
Strathspey-born multi-instrumentalist o�  cially 
released his � rst solo album the moment he 
premiered his Celtic Connections ‘New Voices’ 
commission in Glasgow Royal Concert Hall, to a 
sell-out crowd.
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Across

1 In doubt (4)

3 Rubbish (8)

9 Presenting a play (7)

10 Alter (5)

11 Known (12)

14 Area set aside for plants (3)

16 Outfit (5)

17 It is unique to each of us (3)

18 One track thought (6-6)

21 Rwandan people (5)

22 Planted fruit trees (7)

23 Circumference (8)

24 Alright (4)

Down

1 Dedicate book notation (8)

2 Swiss capital? (5)

4 Account (3)

5 Capital of Haiti (4-2-6)

6 Sound leaves made when blown together 
(7)

7 Fibre from Agave (4)

8 Old style speech from below the border 
(5,7)

12 Accustom (5)

13 Frankly spoken (8)

15 Tramp (7)

19 Hydrated oneself (5)

20 Party for men (4)

22 Control (3)
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NETHERLORN 
PIPING SOCIETY

Present
an evening of great 
traditional piping by

Gold Medallist
STUART LIDDELL

Supported by local young pipers
Wednesday 30th November 2016

Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
at 7.30pm

Entry: Adults £3:  Children Free

Oban & Lorn Lions Club
Supported ny Menzies Distribution Ltd

Invites you to bring the children along to 

Santas Grotto
in the Royal Hotel - Oban

10.30am - 2.30pm
Saturday 3rd and 10th December

FREE ENTRY
& EACH CHILD GETS A GIFT FROM SANTA

Christmas 
Fayre

Saturday 26th 
November
10:30-3:30

At Oban Congregational 
Church

Usual stalls
Tea, Coffee and 

delicious home baking

St Andrews 
Ceilidh Dance
Saturday 26th November

Corran Halls, 8pm 
(doors open at 7.30pm)

Music from Cèol an Aire and 
Cèilidh Trail, Oban Pipe Band 
and Highland Dancers, Plus 
Singers, Raffle and more!

Tickets £7
Available from Corran Halls

www.obanwinterfestival.com
Charity Number SC044782

Christmas Tree 
Festival 

St Conan’s Kirk, Lochawe 
Discover the Magic

Over 30 Decorated 
Christmas Trees

2nd, 3rd & 4th December
Fri & Sun 1.30pm-6pm

Sat 10am-6pm
Admission by donation 

Hot Drinks & Home Baking

St. Orans & 
Dunbeg Church 
Christmas 

Fayre
Connel Village Hall
Sat 3rd December 

11.00am to 3pm
Gifts, Baking, Preserves

Decorations, Books, Coffee & 
Tea. Soup Lunch

Oban Gaelic 
Choir

will restart practice
Monday 28th 

November
Pipe Band Hall, 7.45pm
New members welcome

Oban Free Church 
Soup & 

pudding lunch 
Baking stall

Teas & Coffees 
Saturday 3rd December 

12-2pm
Free Church Hall

Rockfield Road, Oban
In aid of Fabric Fund

OBAN’S 10-day Winter Festival began 
in spectacular fashion on Friday, with 
many events from ballet to whisky 
tasting selling out.

Tonight (Thursday) there will be 
‘more shops than ever’ opening for 
late night shopping, promised festival 
committee chair Pamela Lockhart, with 
stores offering discounts of up to 25 per 
cent.

Last Saturday saw more than 2,000 
people through Oban Distillery’s door 
for the food and craft market, as well 
as a ‘very busy’ Victorian market at the 
Rockfield Centre, and a ‘huge’ reindeer 
parade, sponsored and supported by 
BID4Oban, with the street crier doing 
‘a great job’ directing people at Stafford 
Street amongst costumed Victorians.

At SAMS’ science event, students 
gave marine science presentations on 
issues such as climate change, oil spills 
and the Arctic through games and 
workshops. One dressed up as a pirate 
and designed a game about robotics 
and seabed mapping. The craft table 
was hugely popular, inviting visitors to 
make pottery and driftwood mobiles 
with a festive flavour.

The Oban Winter Festival’s first cloot-
ie dumpling competition was held on 
Sunday in the Corran Halls’ food and 
craft market. The contest’s first winner, 
judged by Graham MacQueen MBE 
and home economics teacher Nicola 
Lockhart, was Marina Curran-Colthart 
from Appin. The market drew people 

from far and wide – Norah Paterson 
returned to Oban for her 80th birthday. 
It was the first time she had been back 
since she worked here as a chamber-
maid in the 1950s. Even Parsley the 
cat turned up for a taste of the winning  
clootie dumpling.

This week there is a feast of food and 
drink, including Wine Call My Bluff in 
Cuan Mor Brewery tonight (Thursday)  
at 7.30pm: contestants face six rounds 
with a different wine in each round, and 
they must guess the correct description. 

Tomorrow sees a gin tasting from 
artisan micro-distilleries around Scot-
land, hosted at Oban Whisky and Fine 
Wines, Stafford Street, at 7pm, and, if 
you are looking for a  wee birl, you can 
bring a dram and dance the night away 
at the Polish Fling with Polish country 
fayre at St Columba’s Cathedral Hall 
from 8pm.

Oban Youth Café hosts Frozen- 
themed baking and face-painting on 
Saturday from 10am, with everything 
by donation, followed by haggis hurling 
on Atlantis grass pitch at noon, and 
the St Andrews Ceilidh Dance in the 
Corran Halls at 8pm, featuring Ceol an 
Aire, Ceilidh Trail, Oban Pipe Band, 
drummers, dancers and guest singers. 

Then on the festival’s final day (Sun-
day), join the Boogies for entertainment 
and Victorian afternoon teas in Corran 
Halls Studio Theatre from noon to 4pm. 
The umbrella decorating workshop 
sold out prior to Sunday’s March of the 

Brollies, when the surprise Stafford 
Street sculpture will also be revealed at 
6.30pm, followed by pyrotechnics and 
fireworks. 

During the day enjoy a dram at the 
whisky festival in Oban Distillery, 
where 18 butchers from across Scotland 
also go head to head to compete for the 
golden haggis award. You can also taste 
the haggis for yourself, and cast your 
vote for the people’s choice award. 

Donald Cameron MSP for the High-
lands and Islands said: ‘Oban put on 
a great show this year and the Winter 
Festival is a wonderful expression 
of the diversity of Oban’s culture and 
talent.

‘The streets of Oban were bustling. It’s 
great to see the vibrancy and excitement 
the Winter Festival brings to the town. 
The festival is a real expression of 
community spirit and brings a big 
economic boost to the town at a 
time of year when there would 
otherwise be a lull before 
the Christmas.

‘My congratulations 
on a hugely suc-
cessful event and 
I was delighted 
to recognise this 
through a motion 
to the Scottish 
Parliament.’

For full details 
visit obanwinterfes-
tival.com/

OBAN’S 10-day Winter Festival began from far and wide – Norah Paterson Brollies, when the surprise Stafford 

OBAN ACCORDION 
& FIDDLE CLUB

Thursday December 1 2016
7.30pm

ROYAL HOTEL
Guest Artist:

Neil MacEachern Scottish 
Dance Band

Admission £4
All Welcome

Angela Hughes and Sharon Sime were selling doggie Christmas 
cards at the Argyll Animal Aid craft fair. 

Photographs: Kevin McGlynnPhotographs: Kevin McGlynn

Donald Cameron MSP for the High-
lands and Islands said: ‘Oban put on 
a great show this year and the Winter 
Festival is a wonderful expression 
of the diversity of Oban’s culture and 

‘The streets of Oban were bustling. It’s 
great to see the vibrancy and excitement 
the Winter Festival brings to the town. 
The festival is a real expression of 
community spirit and brings a big 
economic boost to the town at a 
time of year when there would 
otherwise be a lull before 

‘My congratulations 
on a hugely suc-

Oban’s town crier Stewart Smith welcomed people to 
the Scottish food market held in Oban Distillery.
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Friday 25 November – Thursday 1 December 
16 YEARS TILL SUMMER | 12 | 100 MIN
Sat: 19:60
16 Years Till Summer is a Scottish � lm about what gets sacri� ced 
when people need to see the best in each other. A story of redemp-
tion, interrupted, in the Highlands of Scotland.

ARRIVAL | 12A | 136 MIN
Fri: 19:10
When mysterious spacecraft touch down across the globe, an elite 
team - lead by expert linguist Louise Banks - are brought together 
to investigate. As mankind teeters on the verge of global war, Banks 
and the team race against time for answers.

DALAI LAMA: ROAD TO PEACE | 90 MIN
Tue: 18:00
In a world dominated by su� ering and violence, how can we create 
peace in our lives?
This award-winning � lm embarks on an extraordinary journey with 
one of the most celebrated humanitarians of all time, the 14th Dalai 
Lama of Tibet.

FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM | 12A | 
150 MIN
Fri: 16:30, 18:20, Sat: 17:15, Sun: 12:00, 18:00, Mon: 19:30, Tue :16:30, 
Wed: 19:30, Thu: 16:30
3D: Fri: 21:30, Sat: 14:30, 20:00, Sun: 15:00, Mon: 16:30, Tue: 19:30, 
Wed: 16:30, Thu: 19:30
The adventures of writer Newt Scamander in New York’s secret com-
munity of witches and wizards seventy years before Harry Potter 
reads his book in school.

FROZEN SING-A-LONG | PG | 108 MIN
Sat: 12:30
Fearless optimist Anna teams up with Kristo�  in an epic journey, 
encountering Everest-like conditions, and a hilarious snowman 
named Olaf in a race to � nd Anna’s sister Elsa.

KIDS CLUB: HOW THE GRINCH STOLE CHRISTMAS | PG | 
104 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Children’s Classic. £2. Rejected by the Whos as a child and living in 
spiteful seclusion for most of his life, the Grinch has always hated 
the citizens of Whoville.

MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN | 12A 
| 147 MIN
Sun: 12:00
When Jacob discovers clues to a mystery that spans di� erent worlds 
and times, he � nds a magical place known as Miss Peregrine’s Home 
for Peculiar Children.

PARENT & BABY - A STREET CAT NAMED BOB | 12A | 123 
MIN
Tue: 11:30
Parent & Baby Screening! Lights will be left on at a dimmed level 
and baby changing available.
Based on the international best selling book. The true feel good 
story of how James Bowen, a busker and recovering drug addict, 
had his life transformed when he met a stray ginger cat.

SCOTTISH MUSSEL | 15 | 114 MIN
Sat: 15:15, Sun: 19:30, Mon: 18:20, Wed, Thu: 18:20
Ritchie is a Glaswegian chancer with low hopes and no prospects. 
Disillusioned with city life, he goes undercover at a Highland 
conservation centre to make his fortune as an illegal pearl � sher 
with the help of his two hapless and accident prone mates, Danny 
and Fraser.

SILVER SCREEN - THE 39 STEPS | PG | 90 MIN
Sun: 14:30
Silver Screening - Concessions (age 60+) entry just £3! Tea and cake 
£1.50
Richard Hannay, a mining engineer on holiday from the African 
colonies, � nds London socialite life terribly dull. Yet it’s more then he 
bargained for when secret agent, Scudder, bursts into his room.

SUNSET SONG | 15 | 153 MIN
Sat: 17:15
The daughter of a Scottish farmer comes of age in the early 1900s.

THE ACCOUNTANT | 15 | 148 MIN
Fri: 21:00, Sun: 16:45, Mon: 30:30, Tue: 20:00, Wed, Thu: 20:30
Christian Wol�  (A�  eck) is a math savant with more a�  nity for 
numbers than people. Behind the cover of a small-town CPA o�  ce, 
he works as a freelance accountant for some of the world’s most 
dangerous criminal organizations. 

TROLLS | PG | 120 MIN
Fri: 16:15, Sat: 13:00, Mon: 16:15, Tue: 15:50, Wed, Thu: 16:15
Trolls stars Anna Kendrick as Poppy, the optimistic leader of the 
Trolls, and her polar opposite, Branch, played by Justin Timberlake. 
Together, this unlikely pair of Trolls must embark on an adventure 
that takes them far beyond the only world they’ve ever known.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott
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malt OF 
THE month

Jura Elixir
40% vol
Approximately £45

IN LIFE things can change overnight, 
can’t they? One moment you are 
coasting along and all of a sudden 
every detail of life changes. That could 
be a death, illness, or a separation, a 
pregnancy or the loss of a house or a job. 
The list is unique and endless for each 
individual.
I always think the consequences of such 
changes are an opportunity. That may 
sound nauseatingly annoying. It is not 
meant to be. Water cannot run back up 
a hill – if that is not something we say in 
Scot’s Folklore then it should be.
Due to some changes for me, I found 
myself drinking Jura with someone I 
had not spent time drinking whisky with 
before.
Beforehand ,  I was given the opportunity 
to  ‘pick up’ the whisky, so I knew what I 
choose had to meet the needs of a broad 
palate. It also had to be a whisky that was 
robust enough to have water added. 

So I chose a run-of-the-grain Jura 12- 
year-old. As if any Jura is run of the grain ! 
It was just the right thing to do.
As we are near Christmas this bottle 
came with the obligatory ‘buy me now 
tin’ which I immediately discarded.
I only wish that when these covers are 
given out there was an option to leave 
them behind or to buy without.
Jura does not need the embellishment 
of a metal tin, it is a superb stand alone 
drink. 
For the � rst time ever (another change), 
I drank it from a wine glass, through 
necessity rather than choice, and that 
added to the � avour for me.
Strange, as readers of this column will 
know, I mostly love drinking malts from 
earthenware.
So there we 
have it, Jura 
to mark new 
beginnings.

 Louise Glen 

All the fun of the fair in Station Square following the parade.

Suzie Smith and her three-year-old 
rescue dog, deaf collie Zac, was a big hit 

with children at the Argyll Animal Aid 
craft fair in the Corran Halls.

Elaine MacDonald,  Yvonne McHardy, Morag 
McHardy, centre, Eachan MacDonald and 
Laina McHardy enjoy a warm drink at the 

Argyll Animal Aid craft fair

 Friendly rivals 
Oban FM 

ladies Breege 
Smyth and 

Linda Crosher 
in the Corran 

Halls.

Judith MacDou-
gall Vajk was 

just one of the 
many visitors to 
enjoy shucking 
oysters at the 

Scottish food and 
craft fair in Oban 

Distillery.

Oban Times marketing manager Pauline Cli� ord hands 
out The Oban Times Christmas hats.

Mermaid and SAMS student 
Kate Shilliday kept the children 

entertained at the science event 
at SAMS.

Graham MacQueen and Nicola Lockhart had a di�  cult task 
weighing up the clootie dumplings. 

Mermaid and SAMS student 

Santa � nds out who has been good throughout the year.

 Friendly rivals 

ladies Breege 

Linda Crosher 
in the Corran 

Suzie Smith and her three-year-old Elaine MacDonald,  Yvonne McHardy, Morag 

Kayla Stuart from Oban takes a look 
at some specimens at the Christmas 

science event held at SAMS.

Judith MacDou-

many visitors to 

Scottish food and 
craft fair in Oban 

Distillery.

 marketing manager Pauline Cli� ord hands  marketing manager Pauline Cli� ord hands 

Lyndsay Maclean 
was busy face 

painting.

Clootie dumpling 
champ Marina 
Curran-Colthart.
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A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 24 – 
Thursday 1 December 2016

DIARDAOIN 24 SAMHAIN
THURSDAY 24 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
17.55 Dè a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Scotland’s 
towns (rpt)
19.25 Earrann Eachdraidh – 
History Shorts (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh – Episode 
2 of the � rst Gaelic current a� airs TV 
series
21.00 Famous Five – the famous 

Hibs forward line (rpt)
22.00 Tiree Music Festival 2016 – 
Highlights 
22.30 JFK – 7 days that made a 
President – the story of President 
John F Kennedy (rpt)
23.15 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a 
Gael: Cànan/Language (rpt)
23.30 Blas 2012 – Highlights (rpt)

DIHAOINE 25 SAMHAIN
FRIDAY 25 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Dealbhairean na Dùthcha – 
the history of maps Episode 3 (rpt)
20.15 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a 
Gael – Language (rpt)
20.30 Cuimhneachan/Remem-
brance – Episode 3 – WWI Songs and 
Poetry (rpt)
21.00 Turas Tony – Rèis Beinn 
Neibheis – Tony Kearney attempts 

the Ben Nevis Race (rpt)
22.00 Port: Extra Reserve – shared 
musical roots (rpt)
23.00 Fonn Fonn Fonn – Music 
Quiz (rpt)
23.30 Tiree Music Festival 2016 – 
highlights (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 26 SAMHAIN
SATURDAY 26 NOVEMBER
16.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.00 Machair (rpt)
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 An Dùthaich Dhìomhair – 
Scotland’s hidden history (rpt)
20.00 Ceilidh @ Blas Music 
Festival 2012 – music highlights (rpt)
20.30 Gaisgich na Stoirme – the 
Storm Heroes – Episode 2 (rpt)
21.00 Cuirm @ Celtic: Moving 
Hearts – music (rpt)
22.00 Football: Hearts v 
Motherwell
22.55 Juan Carlos – the life of Juan 

Carlos, King of Spain (rpt)
24.25 Belladrum 2015 – Highlights 
(rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 27 SAMHAIN
SUNDAY 27 NOVEMBER
16.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming 
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30 Alleluia! – Spiritual praise 
and music (rpt)
19.55 Piping Live Shorts (rpt)
20.00 Eòrpa – News and Current 
A� airs from around Europe (rpt)
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh – Episode 
2 of the � rst Gaelic current a� airs TV 
series (rpt)
21.00 Opry an Iuir – Irish Country 
Music (rpt)
22.00 Football: Dundee v 
Inverness CT (rpt)
23.00 JFK – 7 days that made a 
President (rpt)
23.45 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a 
Gael – Music (rpt)

DILUAIN 28 SAMHAIN
MONDAY 28 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.05 Muir is Tìr – nature and 
wildlife (rpt)
19.30 Earrann Eachdraidh – 
History Shorts (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Cuimhneachan/Remem-
brance – Songs and poetry about 
WW1 – Episode 4 (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Trusadh: Mòine 
– peat and its unique bond with rural 
Scotland
22.00 Port – Dùn na Gall: shared 
musical roots in Donegal
22.30 A’ Ghàidhealtachd 
(Highlands) – Scotland’s wild heart – 
Episode 4 (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn – Quiz 
Show (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 29 SAMHAIN
TUESDAY 29 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 
18.30 ÙR | NEW: De a-nis? 
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Scotland’s 
towns (rpt)
19.25 Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – New3
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Gaisgich na 
Stoirme ----the heroes who take on 
our extreme weather – Episode 3
21.00 Opry an Iuir – Country Music 
(rpt)
22.00 Trusadh: Mòine – the story of 
peat and Scotland’s rural communities 
(rpt)
23.00 An Dùthaich Dhìomhair – 
Scotland’s hidden history – Episode 6 
(rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! – spiritual music, 
song and verse (rpt)
23.50 Piping Live Shorts (rpt)

DICIADAIN 30 SAMHAIN
WEDNESDAY 30 NOVEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 Muir is Tìr – Natural History 
(rpt)
19.30 Earrann Eachdraidh – 
History Shorts (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa – news 
from around Europe
21.00 Bothy Life – Bothan nam 
Beann (rpt)
22.00 Fonn Fonn Fonn – music 
quiz (rpt)
22.30 Port – shared musical roots in 
Donegal (rpt)
23.00 Famous Five – Hibs FC 
forward line (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 1 DÙBHLACHD
THURSDAY 1 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
17.55 Dè a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Scotland’s 
towns (rpt)
19.25 Earrann Eachdraidh – 
History Shorts (rpt)
19.35    Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
20.00     An Là - News
20.30     Bonn Còmhraidh – Episode 
3 of the � rst Gaelic current a� airs 
TV series
21.00     Gothenburg ’83 – Aberdeen 
FC’s memorable victory (rpt)
22.00 Tiree Music Festival 2016 – 
Highlights 
22.30 JFK – 7 days that made a 
President – the story of President 
John F Kennedy (rpt)
23.15 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a 
Gael: Cànan (rpt)
23.30 Blas 2012 – Highlights (rpt)

INGREDIENTS
750grams fresh salmon � llet (pin boned) skinless
250-300grams Sliced smoked salmon
3/4 Shallots (peeled)
200grams block unsalted butter

Zest & juice of 1 lemons
100ml dry white wine
Salt & pepper to taste
Chopped parsley or dill

Terrine of Potted salmon with 
Smoked Salmon & Prawn Marie Rose

METHOD
Cook Salmon in Oven at 160°c for about 
8/10 minute, remove and set aside in a 
large bowl
Add zest, lemon juice & chopped herbs to 
the salmon and � ake the Salmon mixing 
all together.
In a small pan cook the sliced shallots in 
the wine until tender without colouring 
them, then add to salmon mixture, check 
seasoning.
Melt down your butter gently until in 
liquid form then add to mixture, folding 
in gently.
Line a terrine mold with cling � lm then 

lay in the slices of Smoked Salmon, � ll the 
terrine with the salmon mixture & press 
it down gently, folding over the 
sliced salmon to cover the mixture.
Refrigerate for 4/6 hours until set. 
Remove from terrine mold and 
slice to portion slices required.
On serving we make a simple 
prawn marie rose to garnish & 
a fresh garden salad, a wedge of 
lemon is also optional.
An ideal starter for the festive 
season and can be pre prepared 
before the madness starts, enjoyTaynuilt Hotel and Restaurant
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Serves 8/10

In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Bodach (Gaelic: old man and, by experience, often a storyteller) looks through archive material 
for articles and pictures that preserve moments from the past. There is always a back story – and sometimes a future one. Bodach

Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

Ripping yarn tells gripping story of the Young Pretender's � ight across Scotland
MANY folk escape to Scotland’s remote 
West Coast for a holiday or a new life, far 
away from the stresses of the world, but 
the Highlands and Islands were once the 
scene of one of the greatest escape stories 
ever told in Scotland. 

Last month, in a charity bookshop, I 
found for £1 a 1987 edition of The Prince 
In The Heather, written in 1965 by the 
Orcadian novelist and short story writer 
Eric Linklater. The book pulls together 
into one ripping read eye-witness accounts 
of Bonnie Prince Charlie’s flight across 
Scotland, as the Young Pretender to the 
British throne, accompanied a few loyal 
clansmen, fled from government forces 
following the Jacobite army’s defeat at 
Culloden in April 16, 1746.

For six months, Charles Edward Stew-
art was chased by thousands of redcoat 
soldiers from mountain to glen, bothy to 
cave, and island to island, and miracu-
lously evaded capture and betrayal by his 
countrymen, despite a £30,000 bounty on 
his head.

The feat of these hunted men inspired 
the tale of David Balfour and the Jacobite 
rebel Alan Breck Stewart’s flight across the 
heather in Robert Louis Stevenson’s novel 
Kidnapped, which was re-enacted this year by 
modern-day adventurers Alan Rankin and 
Willie Gibson, and walkers in the Hebrides 
can follow a Bonnie Prince Charlie Trail on 
Eriskay, South Uist and Benbecula. 

Even the prince found moments of 
respite within his great escape, notably 22 
days of comfort and safety from May 15 to 
June 5 in a forester’s cottage in Coradale 
glen, South Uist, where he rested, fished 
and hunted game. 

A local guide, Neil MacEachain, gave a 
first-hand narrative of the prince’s wan-
derings on the Long Island: ‘He seemed 
extraordinary well pleased with the house, 
which he swore looked like a palace in 
comparison with the abominable hole they 
had lately left. He sat upon a seat of green 
turf that was made up for him that same 
evening, and after taking a refreshment 
of gradan, bread and cheese, and goats' 
milk, upon which he fed very hearty, he 
desired his feet to be washed, being ex-
tremely dirty, and very much galled by his 
night walk; after which he smoked a pipe 
of tobacco and went to bed, which being 
heather and green rushes, he slept soundly 
'till twelve the next day.’

Neil accompanied the prince on his dra-
matic escape to Skye dressed in a woman’s 
clothes as Flora MacDonald’s maid ‘Betty 
Burke’. The prince eventually arrived 
in Mallaig and after a grim chase across 
Lochaber, he was joined the famous Seven 
Men of Glenmoriston, who harboured 
him from July 25 to 27 at Coiraghoth in 
the Braes of Glenmoriston within a ‘cave’, 
or a cavity in a cairn of boulders, ‘with 
the finest purling stream that could be 

running by his bedside within the grotto’, 
‘as comfortably lodged as if he had been in 
a royal palace’.

He then spent an idyllic week, from 
September 5 to 14, at Cluny’s ‘Cage’: the 
hideout of fellow Jacobite Cluny Macpher-
son, the chief of Clan Chattan. The cage, 
now lost, is described as two-storey struc-
ture of woven holly trees and a moss roof 
perched on a stone slab of the remote and 
rocky mountain of Ben Alder, overlooking 
the 20-mile stretch of Loch Ericht to give 
sentries plenty of warning. It was never 
discovered by the enemy.

A manuscript in the Cluny charter-chest, 
written around 1756, explains: ‘The uper 
room serv’d for salle à manger and bed 
chamber while the lower serv’d for a cave 
to contain liquors and other necessaries, at 
the back part was a proper hearth for cook 
and baiker, and the face of the mountain 
had so much the colour and resemblance 
of smock, no person cou'd ever discover 
that there was either fire or habitation in 
the place.’

Here in Cluny’s Cage the prince heard 
word of a French rescue ship L’Heureux 
moored at Borradale Beach, where he 
headed and spent his last night in Scotland 
sheltered in the now named Prince Char-
lie’s Cave near Arisaig House, before the 
privateer weighed anchor [for safety] on 
September 20 at Loch Nan Uamh, where 
the Young Pretender first stepped ashore 

Cluny's Cage from Robert Louis Stevenson’s 
novel Kidnapped.

on mainland Great Britain for his doomed esca-
pade 14 months earlier on July 25, 1745.

Charles told Cluny he was ‘the only person 
in whom he could repose the greatest con-
fidence’, and asked him to prepare for his 
eventual return – but Cluny spent eight years 
in his cage waiting fruitlessly for his master, 

who soured into a bitter alcoholic, and died of 
a stroke aged 67 in Rome in 1788. As Linklater 
concluded: ‘His life – all of it that amounted to 
anything – was lived in Scotland between July 
25, 1745, and September 19, 1746 – and what 
is one to say of that desperate, heart-breaking, 
long year?’

A recently discovered portrait of Prince Charles 
Edward Stuart by Allan Ramsay, courtesy of the 

Scottish National Portrait Gallery.

A BHEIL ùidh agaibh ann an dràma 
Gàidhlig? Am biodh ùidh agaibh 
tighinn gu bùthan-obrach dràma 
anns a’ Ghàidhlig? 

Tha Ionad Gàidhlig Furan a’ cuir 
air dòigh dà bhùth-obrach dràma 
mar thoiseah-tòisechaidh air dràma 
coimhearsnachd a’ leasachadh anns 
an sgìre. Bidh na bùthan-obrach air 
Diciadain 30mh den t-Samhain agus 
Diciadain 7mh den Dùbhlachd eadar 
7f agus 9f ann an Ionad Gàidhlig 
Furan. 

‘S e an cleasaiche, Artair Donald a 
bhios os cionn na buthan-obrach agus 
tha iad freagarrach airson daoine le 
Gàidhlig aig gach ìre fileantais. 

Ma tha ùidh agaibh a bhith an 
làthair, feuch gun cuir sibh fios 
thugam air post-dealan no fònadh 
thugam air 01631 567 886. 

ARE YOU interested in Gaelic 
drama? Would you be interested 
in going along to Gaelic drama 
workshops?

Furan Gaelic Centre is organising 
two initial Gaelic drama workshops 
as a way of developing Gaelic drama 
in the area. The sessions will take 
place on Wednesday November 
30 and Wednesday December 7 
between 7pm and 9pm in Furan 
Gaelic Centre. 

Actor Artair Donald will lead each 
workshop and they are suitable for 
people at all levels of Gaelic fluency. 

If you are interested in coming 
along, then please let Artair know 
by email or you can call him on 
01631 567886.

Appeal for actors who 
want to try becoming 
Gaelic performers AN ALBUM that has been declared innovative 

and experimental has been achieving rave reviews 
from around the country.

Emerging Gaelic electronica duo WHYTE are 
made up with Alasdair Whyte, from Salen, and 
Ross Whyte, Glasgow. While the men share a 
surname, they are not related.

The men released their debut album, Fairich, as 
part of Sound Festival on October 21, 2016.

Each from very different musical backgrounds 
(ambient electronica and traditional Gaelic), their 
songs have drawn comparisons with Sigur Rós 
and Martyn Bennett. Following several successful 
live performances throughout Scotland and radio 
play on BBC Radio Scotland’s Travelling Folk, 
WHYTE’s debut release was recorded in the late 
summer of this year at the University of Aberdeen 
and in a cave beneath Dunnottar Castle.

WHYTE began as a commission by Glasgow 
Gaelic social hub, Ceòl ’s Craic, to combine tradi-
tional and electronic music for a live performance 
at Glasgow’s CCA.

Taking inspiration from Alasdair’s research into 
17th and 18th century Gaelic song and poetry, 

the duo set about creating new 
arrangements of several rarely-
heard songs as well as original 
compositions – the results of which 
feature on Fairich.

The launch event for Sound Festival 
at the Belmont Filmhouse will fea-
ture a live performance by WHYTE 
of the album in its entirety, followed 
by an informal improvisation session 
with local musicians of both traditional 
and new music backgrounds. Tickets 
for the event are available via the Sound 
Festival website: http://sound-scotland.
co.uk/late-night-soundsessions.

‘WHYTE’s music is innovative, experi-
mental and of a very high quality and this 
album presents an exciting blend of Gaelic 
and electronic music. WHYTE demon-
strate that through mutual understanding 
and respect for each artform, an appealing 
and innovative sound can emerge,’ said 
Brian Ó hEadhra, Gaelic arts and culture 
officer at Creative Scotland.

Gaelictronica album co-authored 
by Salen award winning singer

by an informal improvisation session 
with local musicians of both traditional 
and new music backgrounds. Tickets 
for the event are available via the Sound 
Festival website: http://sound-scotland.

‘WHYTE’s music is innovative, experi-
mental and of a very high quality and this 
album presents an exciting blend of Gaelic 
and electronic music. WHYTE demon-
strate that through mutual understanding 
and respect for each artform, an appealing 
and innovative sound can emerge,’ said 
Brian Ó hEadhra, Gaelic arts and culture 
and innovative sound can emerge,’ said 
Brian Ó hEadhra, Gaelic arts and culture 
and innovative sound can emerge,’ said 

by Salen award winning singer
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WRITING about music can 
be tiresome, and I’m sure 
the good readers of The Oban 
Times would like a change 
now and then from my usual 
sgudal, so a loch and canal 
voyage it is for my next two 
offerings. 

After being out of the water 
at Dunstaffenage for a few 
weeks for some maintenance 
and painting, we re-launched 
the St Olave to take her up to 
her winter hibernation spot 
at Gairlochy. 

With a shiny red anti-fouled 
bottom and a new glistening 
white line, she was looking 
pretty good for her age as 
we headed up the inside of 
Lismore bound for Corpach. 

Like most aged professional 
ladies, though, even a good 
wash and plenty of paint 
can’t cover the rigours of 30 
years as a working girl getting 
banged about the harbours 

and sea ways of the south-
east coast.  

On board with me were 
Andrew and his father, David 
Stevenson, who is the third 
owner of the boat. Having 
David on board is always a 
refreshing experience. Not 
a man who wastes time with 
small talk and false niceties, 
he reminds me very much 
of my own father. What he 
talks about is history, people, 
geography, industry, politics 
and other such tangible and 
meaningful subjects. With 
a good scattering of inter-
esting and humorous stories 
throughout, entertainment is 
always added to his dialogue.   

David has an encyclopaedic 
memory and detailed know-
ledge of local history. A few 
hours on the boat with him 
is like attending an invigor-
ating academic lecture on 
the geography, anthropology 

and lore of Lochaber. He is 
a also a top-notch mechanic 
who did most of the work to 
get the boat ready for sea 
over last winter so is the 
perfect man to have on board 
if any engine problems occur.  
Thankfully, none did and we 
arrived at Corpach as dark-
ness fell. The wind had risen 
to a near gale so extra ropes 
and fenders were put on and 
we left the St Olave happily 
bouncing about on the pon-
toon outside the canal basin 
till morning.

We arrived back at the 
boat next day ready to enter 
the Caledonian Canal and 
embark upon our ascent of 
Neptune’s Staircase then 
onward to the bottom end 
of Loch Lochy. The wind 
had dropped away, the sun 
was gleaming on the snow-
capped mountains and a 
crisp winter’s morning gave 

an aura excitement to the 
day. The canal is very much 
David’s domain so command 
of the wheel was passed to 
him and myself and Andrew 
readied ourselves for Cap-
tain Bligh-like commands 
being directed at us. Also on 
board with us was Alasdair 
Sinclair, a retired driver 
who had at one time worked 
for David. He was also full 
of great stories that would 
add to the entertainment as 
we navigated the canal. His 
presence also had a calming 
influence on Captain Bligh, 
so Andrew and I didn’t 
receive quite so many 'dress-
ing-downs' and floggings for 
insubordination as usual. 

Our climb out of the canal 
locks, a cameo appearance 
on BBC Alba An Là and 
the comparisons of loch and 
sea with lust and love will be 
discussed next week.

'Oh the Caledonian Canal for me …'

WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK     195

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email 
address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at 
www.scottishfi eld.co.uk Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 31 December 2016.

WIN 
 AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO IN A LUXURY 

GUESTROOM AT FAIRMONT ST ANDREWS WITH 
FULL SCOTTISH BREAKFAST AND AN EXPRESS 

SPA TREATMENT EACH

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: What is the George Singer 

lighting sculpture called?

Fairmont St Andrews resort has recently completed renovating their 
public areas with a rich colour scheme and nautical elements and a 
lighting installation called Zephyr by George Singer. With over 200 
luxury guestrooms, the resort has a plethora of facilities, including 
two championship golf courses and an indulgent spa. There are 
diverse yet luxurious eating facilities within the resort and the lucky 
winner can be confi dent that they will experience the best of St 
Andrews in luxury surroundings with outstanding service.

Scottish Field has teamed up with Birlinn Ltd to offer one lucky 
reader beautiful books, worth over £100. The collection includes 
The Colouring Book of Scotland by Eilidh Muldoon; the whole sweep 
of Scotland’s story as told by Alistair Moffat in Scotland, A History 
from Earliest Times; Sue Lawrence’s scrumptious Scottish Baking; 
and two beautiful hardbacks about islands. Scotland: Mapping the 
Islands and The Un-Discovered Islands by Malachy Tallack takes the 
reader to imaginary islands, which were ultimately proven not to 
exist. Give them as gifts or keep them all to yourself!

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the 
following question: Who wrote Scotland, A 

History from Earliest Times?

WIN 
£100 OF BIRLINN BOOKS

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be fi rst correct entry drawn after 
closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 

£100 OF BIRLINN BOOKS

WIN 
A GIN CONNOISSEUR TOUR AND CHRISTMAS EDINBURGH GIN FOR FOUR PEOPLE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: 
Which three festive botanicals are used in Edinburgh Christmas Gin?

From the modern-day capital of the gin renaissance, 
Edinburgh Gin presents a festive prize that’s bound to be 
on everyone’s wish list.

Simply answer the question below to win a Gin 
Connoisseur Tour for four at the highly rated distillery in 
the West End of Edinburgh. Experience the history of gin, 

followed by an unforgettable tasting of the distinctive 
Edinburgh Gin range. 

The lucky winners will also receive Christmas Edinburgh 
Gin – a jolly tipple distilled with warming frankincense, 
myrrh and nutmeg – to take home.

Sounds like Christmas has come early for gin lovers…   

194-196_sf12.indd   195 26/10/2016   17:49:40

To enter, send your answer, name, address, telephone number and email address to Competitions, Wyvex Media, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh, 
EH5 2DL. Closing date is December 31, 2016. Entrants must be 18 or over.Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families are 
ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be 
informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Wyvex 
Media rules apply. This competition is open to readers of other Wyvex Media publications.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 8th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £19.99

Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special fes-
tive message and send or hand in to:-

OBAN TIMES, LOCHAVULLIN IND EST, OBAN TEL: 01631 568000
OBAN TIMES, 22 HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM TEL: 01397 703003

ONLY £19.99 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.
PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or Phone in your message quoting your Master Card/Visa Number

Deadline Monday 5th December. To appear Thursday 8th December

20 words maximum 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME ......................................................
ADDRESS .................................................
....................................................................
......................... Tel .....................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A B C
Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives 
friends & 
neighbours 
from 
John Smith, 
Oban

to all my 
relatives, friends 

& neighbours 
from 

John Smith, Oban

SEASONS GREETINGS would like to 
wish all their 
relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours 
a merry 
Christmas

John and 
Jane Smith, 
Oban

FROM the initial 
enthusiasm that drove 
young men to sign up, to 
the reality of the horrors 
of the front; from the 
efforts at home to sup-
port the troops, to the 
shell-shocked aftermath 
of battle, Three Wee 
Crows’ performance of 
Home Fires, Broken Sons 
brought the grim reality 
of the First World War 
to a packed audience at 
Argyllshire Gathering 
Hall on Sunday night.

Commissioned as part 
of the Argyll and Bute 
Council’s First World War 
commemorative celebra-
tions, the Taynuilt-based 
theatre company has 
been touring Home Fires 
around Scotland, bringing 
to life the villages and 
towns of Argyll during the 
war through music, poetry, 
dance and multi-media.

Home Fires is an intri-
cate tapestry of tales of 
relatively normal domes-
tic life – many of them 
actual events – drawn 
from newspaper articles, 
telegrams, books and 
memories, interwoven 
by Len Brown’s dramatic 

interpretation of life at 
the battle front.

Actors Kathleen Camp -
bell, Jane Dunbar, Vivi-
enne de Caris and Isla 
Hannigan portrayed 
residents coping with 
the war as they hear 
from their boys, try to 
find ways to support 
the troops, deal with 
devastating news and 
care for wounded 
soldiers at home and in 
auxiliary hospitals and 
convalescent homes 

such as Mount Stuart 
on Bute and Dungallan. 
As an audience member, 
one could feel the heart-
break, pain and sorrow 
that the war brought to 
families, both on the 
front and at home.

Women’s Institute and 
council meetings were 
portrayed, taken from the 
actual minutes, showing 
the well-meaning (but 
often laughable) efforts of 
those on the home front 
to support their men, 

who were fighting in the 
‘muddy, bloody’ trenches. 
For those generations 
in the audience lucky 
enough to not have faced 
war, it was an eye-opening 
and humbling experience.

The war is seen through 
the eyes of several wom-
en, including soldiers’ 
mothers, some of whom 
lost almost all of their 
sons and grandsons in the 
war, or faced a lifetime 
of caring for sons who 
came home horribly 

wounded in body or mind. 
The audience met other 
unsung heroes such as 
Ishobel Ross, a Scottish 
Women’s Hospitals cook 
who served on the front in 
Serbia, and eight-year-old 
Effie, who befriended and 
helped heal a traumatised 
young soldier convalesc-
ing at Dungallan House. 
Musician Ann Barlow 
accompanied on piano, 
fiddle and voice, with 
gorgeous, haunting rendi-
tions of tunes and songs 

Powerful tribute to Great 
War's unsung heroes 
moves audience to tears

from the era, culminating 
in a sing- a-long of It’s a 
Long Way to Tipperary. 

Production and stage 
manager David Price 
enriched the perfor-
mance with a multi-
media presentation 
throughout, showing the 

letters, books and photo-
graphs that inspired the 
production, as well as an 
interpretive dance piece 
using special effects.

Home Fires, Broken 
Sons is Three Wee 
Crows’ most ambitious 
project to date, a power-

ful and moving tribute to 
the more than 700,000 
Scots who fought in the 
First World War and 
their loved ones at home. 
Sensitively conceived 
and exquisitely per-
formed, the show moved 
the audience to laughter, 

song, and at times, to 
tears, as the bravery and 
resilience of those who 
lived, and died, during 
the ‘war to end all wars,’ 
was indelibly stamped on 
their memories.

Michelle McAnally

Ann Barlow opened the performance with ‘Your 
King and Country Need You’ by Paul A Rubens.

Vivienne de Caris, Kathleen Campbell and Jane 
Dunbar portray councillors doing their best for the 

war e� ort, often with comical results.

Women took on careers usually reserved for men when the war broke out.  

EXCLUSIVE
OBAN LIVE
LOCAL 
TICKET OFFER

A FURTHER

20%
OFF*
EARLY BIRD TICKETS

Get your copy quick next week! The offer will only be 
redeemable from 11am, Thursday December 1 until 11am, 
Saturday December 3, 2016. Full details and first acts for 

2017's event revealed in The Oban Times, December 1. 
*All tickets are subject to the Oban Live terms and conditions which can be found at www.obanlive.com/t&cs. 

Price will be 20% off the currently advertised early bird ticket prices. Whilst tickets last. 

YOUR CHANCE TO GET TICKETS FIRST - 
BEFORE EARLY BIRD TICKETS GO ON SALE. 

 Only in next week’s
OBAN TIMES
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WITHIN any community, there are 
many vulnerable people who 

need help and advice but 
sometimes do not know 
where to turn.
At this time of year 

especially, these groups are 
more at risk, but there are many 
services available to help.
If you look after someone, need 
care yourself or are planning 
for your future care needs, 
you can get the information 
and advice you need by calling 
Care Information Scotland free 
on 0800 011 3200, with lines 
open seven days a week from 
8am to 10pm.
Care services are available to 
help people who need support 
because of illness, disability, 
a mental health problem or 
an addiction. There are also 

services available to those who look 
after a relative or friend and aren’t paid 
to do so. What a carer does and how 
much time they spend caring varies 
from one carer to another.
To find out what help you might need, 
ask for an assessment of your care 
needs – also called a care assessment 
or care needs assessment. Carers 
should also get a carer’s assessment 
to assess what help they might need. 
Both are provided free by your council’s 
social care department.
The council helps you get the services 
you need and what you’re entitled to 
get so you - or the person you care for 
- can live at home as independently as 
possible.
Most people have to pay for all or 
part of their care and support, but 
the council has a duty to assess your 
needs and advise you on the local 
services available. 

CARE

Lynn of Lorne
The Lynn of Lorne Care home has this year welcomed a new manager 
into post to continue leading the home in the provision of excellent 
care. Care Home Manager, Jennifer Foote, has years of experience 
in community nursing and is bringing her knowledge and passion for 
older peoples care to continue the excellent care provided. 

She explains a little more about the Lynn of Lorne Care Home: “The 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home offers 61 nursing, residential and respite 
care beds. Our highly trained staff promote independence, dignity 
and privacy for each of our residents. The Lynn of Lorne is a home 
from home for our residents as well as their families.  

Our in-house chef prepares fresh, nutritious meals daily for every 
palate and the home baking is very popular! Our activities co-
ordinators ensure that life at the Lynn of Lorne is as active here as 
it would be at home with regular concerts and daily activities to 
suit each individual. We are now looking forward to our Christmas 
activities from local schools coming to sing carols to Christmas card 
making! We know that this time of year can be lonely for some living 
alone so this is why our group living and activities brings it benefi ts. 

The support and company provided here makes such a difference 
to our residents and visitors which is why our respite services can be 
a great help throughout the year. We would be delighted to hear 
from anyone wishing to fi nd out more information.”

If you would like to fi nd out more information, receive a brochure or 
arrange a visit to the Lynn of Lorne Care Home please call Jennifer 
Foote on 01631 720278 or email lynnofl orne@mckenziecare.com.

Benderloch  
By Oban  

PA37 1QW

Lynn of Lorne Care Home provides a superior standard  
of accommodation and promotes small group living to our residents. 
Although equipped with every modern comfort, Lynn of Lorne retains an  
air of unhurried tranquillity, a welcoming atmosphere and a sense of  
family that ensure residents feel relaxed and at home. 
Our highly experienced team offer a level of care that’s second-to-none 
and have an intuitive understanding of hospitality and service ensuring our 
residents always receive high quality care tailored to their needs.

To find out more about our home or arrange a tour to  
see what life is like at Lynn of Lorne, call Jennifer Foote on  
01631 720 278 or email lynnoflorne@mckenziecare.com

A WARM  
WELCOME 
AWAITS www.mckenziecare.com

WITHIN any community, there are 
many vulnerable people who 

need help and advice but 
sometimes do not know 
where to turn.
At this time of year 

especially, these groups are 
more at risk, but there are many 
services available to help.
If you look after someone, need 
care yourself or are planning 
for your future care needs, 
you can get the information 
and advice you need by calling 
Care Information Scotland free 
on 0800 011 3200, with lines 
open seven days a week from 
8am to 10pm.
Care services are available to 
help people who need support 
because of illness, disability, 
a mental health problem or 
an addiction. There are also 

CARE

Couple Counselling Argyll
Call 0300 111 0031

www.argyllcouplecounselling.org
SCO23995

Counselling available at locations 
throughout Argyll.

We also offer a Telephone or Skype 
Counselling Service

Relationships Scotland
Couple Counselling Argyll’s professionally 
qualifi ed counsellors can help work through 
problems in close personal relationships. 
We work with both individuals and couples 
across a wide range of diffi culties including 
communication breakdown, dealing with 
affairs, sexual problems and dealing with 
the end of a relationship. Worries about work 
and fi nances can also put considerable 
strain on relationships. We hold face-to-
face appointments in Oban, Lochgilphead, 
Inveraray and Helensburgh, and offer 
counselling by Skype or telephone, when 
travel to our counselling locations is not 
possible.

Reach us on 0300 111 0031, for all enquiries 
and appointment requests.   Making contact 
with us can be the fi rst important step in 
addressing your relationship worries. 

CAN YOU help Alzheimer Scotland turn an already 
welcoming Oban into a truly ‘Dementia Friendly 
Town’ this winter? 
Almost everyone knows of someone who has dementia and astonishingly, 
the word ‘dementia’ still arouses feelings of stigma and fear.  But at Alzheimer 
Scotland we are working hard to change this.  With a Dementia Resource 
Centre in High Street, a Dementia Advisor, and � ve Post Diagnostic Link Work-
ers, based in Oban, the islands, Mid-Argyll and Kintyre, Alzheimer Scotland 
provides direct support and advice, opportunities for people with dementia 
and carers to meet, training for professional carers, information workshops 
and a one-stop-shop for anyone concerned about dementia. 
People can live well and can have productive lives with dementia; but having 
an early diagnosis and having access to support and information is vital to 
making that happen. Equally important, living in a society that is informed and 
caring about dementia and how it a� ects all of us restores dignity and enables 
people with dementia to live well, stay active and be part of their community. 
This winter will you help us make Oban and Argyll a Dementia Friendly com-
munity where people with dementia feel understood and supported and able 
to live well?  We can’t do it without you.  

How to donate
If you would like to attend a free Dementia Friends workshop    (tick box here)

Make a donation towards local Alzheimer Scotland Services      (tick box here) 

Or to volunteer your time.                                                                            (tick box here)

Tel: 01631 570614 | email: spagan@alzscot.org

In person: Alzheimer Scotland, 12 High Street, Oban PA34 4BG

If you wish to make a donation by post, please include this coupon 

with your name here:  ...........................................................      

and tel: number: ........................................... 

Made out to:  Alzheimer Scotland.  Charity number: SC022315



Matters
It can’t force someone to move out 
of their home - into a care home, for 
example - if the person has the ability 
to make decisions for themselves.
Each day 6,000 people in the UK start 
caring for a family member or friend. 
It can happen suddenly – a birth, 
an illness, an accident – or creep up 
slowly, unnoticed at first. Many people 

who are looking after a family member 
or friend don’t see themselves as a 
carer and may be unaware there is 
support available. 
Each year the charity Carers UK 
holds Carers Rights Day to bring 
organisations across the UK together 
to help carers in their local community 
know their rights and find out how to 

get the help and support 
they are entitled to.
Carers Rights Day is on 
Friday November 25 and 
this year’s theme is: 
Missing out? Know your 
rights as a carer. 
You can get involved 
and help carers in your 
community find out about 
their rights by signing 
up as a local awareness 
volunteer, or holding a 
coffee morning, drop-in 
session, lunchtime Q&A, 
or information stand. If you 
are caring for someone at the 
moment and would like to find 
out more about your rights and 
how to get help, visit their website at 
www.carersuk.org for information and 
advice.
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Lochaber Action on Disability • Lochaber District

Lunch Club
Freshly prepared two course home-made cuisine

Every day: Monday - Friday
Arrive for 12.30pm
Served at 1.00pm

£4.90 per head
Come along and enjoy our open friendly manner at 

Caol Community Centre

All ages welcome
L.A.D.’s fully accessible transport available on request.

Give us a call on 01397 701171 and ask for 
Laura or just turn up and give us a try!

Lochaber Action on Disability • Lochaber District

COMMUNITY CAFE
You can � nd us opposite 

Caol Post O�  ce, 
Glenloy Street, Caol

Monday - Friday 9.30 - 3.00pm • Saturday 9.30 - 12.30pm

Chef’s Special
Homemade Soup, Toastie and a cup of tea / coff ee £4.00

Afternoon Special
Homemade scone and a cup of tea / Coff ee £2.30

Hot or Cold Roll and Drink of your choice
(1 fi lling) £2.90, (2 fi llings) £3.20



20 BUSINESS Thursday 24 November, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk

BUSINESS NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR BUSINESS SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

Build your network and your skills 
at Business Gateway’s workshops.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your 
local o�ce on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.

AFTER extensive renova-
tions, the Kilchrenan Inn is 
now open, featuring warm 
Highland hospitality and 
delicious locally-sourced 
fare. 

Managers Jordan and 
Lesley Foster bring a wealth 
of experience to this envia-
ble country location and 
look forward to welcoming 
locals and visitors for lunch, 
dinner or a stopover for a 
wee dram by the fire. The 
inn, a historic 18th-century 
trading post, has been 
transformed into a fine 
gastro pub, perfect for a 
pitstop while exploring the 
West Coast, but also worth 
the short drive from Oban 
just to experience the food 
and atmosphere.

‘Everything is local-
ly-sourced and made on 
the premises,’ Lesley said. 
‘We use traditional British 
recipes to create a menu 
that is relaxed, simple, 
honest good food. We stock 
all Scottish beers and cider 
and have an ever-growing 
whisky selection.’

Jordan, who has worked in 
some of the world’s top res-
taurants and is a past UK 
Seafood Championships 

regional winner, has devel-
oped a tempting seasonal 
menu featuring the bounty 
of the Highlands that will 
appeal to every taste. 

For lunch, diners enjoy 
selections such as devilled 
whitebait and aioli, lamb 
faggots and peas, with apple 
and blackberry crumble for 
dessert. Dinner features 
even more locally-sourced 
favourites such as West 
Coast mussels and shallot 
broth, braised oxtail, 
red wine and mash, and 
handmade desserts such as 
steamed ginger sponge and 
butterscotch. Vegetarians 
will find lots to love as well, 
with treats such as baked 

fennel, potato and Mull 
cheddar. They also feature 
a Sunday roast, which 
changes each week. 

Located a 15-minute drive 
from Taynuilt in the heart 
of Kilchrenan village near 
scenic Loch Awe, the pub is 
homely, yet contemporary, 
and is the perfect place to 
celebrate a romantic dinner 
or just relax after explor-
ing the area. ‘We have a 
wood-burning stove in the 
bar to warm up after some 
of the lovely woodland 
walks in the area,’ Lesley 
shared. 

For more information, 
visit kilchrenaninn.co.uk or 
ring 01866 833130.

GLENUIG INN on the Sound 
of Arisaig has been named 
Micro Business of 2016 in the 
recent Vision in Business for 
the Environment of Scotland 
(VIBES) awards in recognition 
of its strong commitment to the 
environment.

The inn runs on 100 per cent 
renewable energy and generates 
minimal waste which cannot be 
recycled or repurposed. This 
is the second time it has been 
awarded the accolade in the Mi-
cro-Business category, having 
also won in 2011. 

The inn holds a gold status 
from the Green Tourism Busi-
ness Scheme and is described 
as Scotland’s exemplar green 
inn. It has also recently been 
voted Lochaber business of the 
year at the Highland Business 
Awards, and prides itself on 
enabling visitors to enjoy the 
great outdoors amid stunning 
scenery while enjoying excellent 
modern Scottish cuisine and 
comfortable accommodation 
in the knowledge that there is 
virtually zero impact on the 
environment.

Steve Macfarlane, a director at 
Glenuig Inn, said: ‘It’s always a 

challenge to do the right thing 
for the environment and even 
more so when we aim to provide 
excellence in all we do for all 
our guests.

‘We’re open all day, every day, 
all year. We are delighted to have 
won a VIBES award again this 
year, as it is true recognition of 
our strong environmental com-
mitment in everything we do.’

He added: ‘As a 100 per cent 
renewable business, with lower 
energy costs in winter than sum-
mer, we believe strongly in doing 
the right thing across all aspects 
of the business, including mini-
mising waste. We have recently 
perfected the “zero food waste 
to landfill” process of drying our 
food waste before adding it to 
biomass as fuel, which is having 
a huge positive impact on the 
running of the inn.’ 

Historic inn back in business Glenuig pub picks 
up top green awards

Advertorial Advertorial

The Kilchrenan Inn has been completely renovated.

Partners go the extra 
mile to meet on Barra

Broker is best in land

BIDVEST Foodservice Scot-
land went ‘the extra mile’ 
recently to ensure the very best 
Scottish products are made 
available to its customers. 

John Forteith, head of busi-
ness development for Bidvest, 
visited supply partners Donald 
MacLean and Christina Mac-
Neil of Barratlantic Seafood on 
Barra. 

Barra, home to around 1,200 
people, is famous for its castle in 
the bay and its airport landing 
strip being a beach. It is also 
famous for fantastic seafood 
sourced from the clear Atlantic 
waters. 

John was accompanied by 
representatives from CalMac 
ferries on-board development 

team, Donald MacKillop and 
Gordon Smith. Donald and 
Gordon were keen to meet one 
of their key local suppliers and 
to explore further opportunities 
to work together.

Barratlantic is unique, with 
significant shares owned by the 
islanders themselves. It is the 
main employer on the island 
after the local authority. 

Its modern premises are con-
veniently located on the water’s 
edge by its own pier. The fish 
are supplied by 10 local vessels, 
three of which are wholly owned 
by Barratlantic, while the other 
seven are part-owned by the busi-
ness. Each vessel lands daily and 
the catches are processed within 
12 hours of reaching the pier. 

INSURANCE broker Clark 
Thomson, which has an office 
in Oban, is this year’s winner of 
the Scottish Financial Services 
Award. 

The company was recognised 
for bucking the trend towards 
centralisation and achieving 
outstanding growth by deliv-
ering a local and personalised 
customer experience through a 
Scotland-wide branch network 
and strong client relationships.

From its origins in Perth more 
than 50 years ago, Clark Thom-
son has expanded throughout 
Scotland and now has offices 
around the country.

Presenting the award, Sue 
Dawe, Ernst and Young partner 
and head of financial services in 
Scotland, said: ‘Our industry is 
led by those with an innovative 

and entrepreneurial vision of 
best-in-class service and being 
distinct in the market is imper-
ative to success.

‘Clark Thomson has been 
bold and held its nerve to resist 
the trend of centralisation and 
has excelled as a result. Its ex-
tensive geographical footprint 
with branches across Scotland, 
coupled with its attentiveness 
to customers, has proved to be 
an important, differentiating 
approach which has led to sig-
nificant growth.’

Receiving the award at a dinner 
in Glasgow last month, Ben Bai-
ley, managing director, said: ‘I am 
delighted to accept this award on 
behalf of the whole Clark Thom-
son team. The mark of a great 
business is to constantly reinvent 
and develop.’

Left to right are John Forteith, Donald MacKillop, Donald 
MacLean, Christina MacNeil and Gordon Smith. 

CalMac director Brian Fulton, human resources boss Christine 
Roberts and Peter Kelly, director of The Poverty Alliance.

CalMac lifts living wage champion accolade
 WEST COAST ferry operator 
CalMac has been named as 
Scottish Living Wage champion 
for 2016.

In August 2015, CalMac 
became the UK’s first ferry 
company to gain Living Wage 
Foundation (LWF) accredi-
tation and also the first major 
transport operator in Scotland.

CalMac remains the only UK 
ferry operator with LWF ac-
creditation, which extends to all 
areas of the business, including 
Argyll Ferries and represents a 
total of some 1,500 staff.

More than 600 companies and 
organisations in Scotland are 
LWF accredited, making up 
3,000 employers across the UK 
as a whole.

The award was presented at 
the Living Wage expo confer-
ence in Glasgow by director 
of The Poverty Alliance Peter 
Kelly and was received by 
CalMac’s managing director 
Martin Dorchester.

‘We are extremely proud to 
receive this award,’ said Mr 
Dorchester. ‘Gaining Living 
Wage Foundation accreditation 

was very important to us. We 
already prided ourselves on 
paying more than the living 
wage across the board, but the 
accreditation was and, indeed, 
remains a long-term commit-
ment to our staff.

‘We have led the way in our 
own industry and we hope that 
others will choose to follow. 
For us, it was quite simply the 
right thing to do. It is absolutely 
appropriate that staff who work 
hard for the company and show 
immense loyalty should be af-
forded the dignity of living well.’

THE European Marine Science 
Park, a development by High-
lands and Islands Enterprise 
(HIE) at Dunstaffnage has 
another new tenant.

Adrian Laycock Ltd has re-
cently moved in to Malin House, 
adding water resource engi-
neering expertise to the marine 
science park’s knowledge base.  
The consulting engineering 
company’s extensive experience 
in irrigation and water resource 
projects complements the ma-
rine science expertise already 
onsite, and offers scope for 
collaboration among the park’s 
residents.

Managing director Adrian Lay-
cock, who employs a local team of 
specialist consultant engineers, 
said: ‘This is a great opportunity 
for our company to expand the 
base for both our Scottish and 
international projects, which in-
clude drainage, irrigation, micro 
hydro power and water supply. 
The building offers us first-class 
accommodation in an ideal loca-
tion, with excellent potential for 
networking.’

Jennifer Nicoll, Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE) 
area manager for Argyll and the 

Islands, said the company is a 
welcome addition to the tenant 
portfolio on the science park.  

She added: ‘The good news is 
that the upper floor of Malin 
House is now almost fully 
occupied. We can still, however, 

offer flexible office/laboratory 
accommodation to other ex-
panding companies to support 
the growing cluster of industry 
specialists on the marine sci-
ence park complex.’

The European Marine Sci-

ence Park is being developed by 
HIE, with additional funding 
provided by the European 
Regional Development Fund.  
The park provides opportuni-
ties for businesses to be based 
within a renowned location for 

marine expertise and to join a 
thriving cluster of innovative 
marine-based businesses.

Full details of the business 
space on offer can be seen 
at www.europeanmarinescience 
park.co.uk.

Science park welcomes 
new company as tenant

Jennifer Nicoll from Highlands and Islands Enterprise welcomes Adrian Laycock to Dunsta� nage.
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With 844 Loader 
With Bucket, Dung 

Fork, And Pallet 
Forks. Year 1998. 

Hours 2700. 

£12,500

NFUS election update
NFU Scotland continues to take 
nominations for its president and two 
vice-presidential posts. 

The election will take place at the 
union’s council meeting at the Radis-
son Blu Hotel, Glasgow, on Tuesday 
February 7. The union’s AGM and 
annual dinner will be staged at the 
same venue the day before.  

Current president Allan Bowie, who 
farms in Fife and Stirlingshire, has 
indicated he will stand for election for 
a second two-year term.

Dumfriesshire farmer Andrew 
McCornick was elected vice-president 
in 2015 and has indicated he will be 
standing for election as president.

Vice-president Rob Livesey from the 
Borders, who was first elected to the 

position in 2013, is currently consider-
ing his options before announcing his 
intentions.  

Dumfries and Galloway regional 
chairman Gary Mitchell, a past chair-
man of the Milk Committee, has indi-
cated he will stand for vice-president.

Less Favoured Areas Committee 
chairman Martin Kennedy, who 
farms in Perthshire, will stand as 
vice-president.

Any NFUS member can be nomi-
nated, providing they are proposed 
and seconded by members.   

To stand, contact chief executive 
Scott Walker on 0131 472 4001 or 
scott.walker@nfus.org.uk to obtain 
a proposal form, which must then be 
returned by Monday December 12.  

Around the markets
UNITED Auctions at its Stirling 
sale on Thursday November 17 
sold 3,826 
prime sheep including 2,525 lambs 
selling to an average 
of 159p and 1301 ewes and rams. 
Lambs (2525) – Lochend (BTex) 
£99.00; Lower Tarr (Tex) £88.00; 
Cranshaws (Su� ) £80.00; Monzie 
Farms (Chev) £77.00; Haugh of 
Grantully (Char) £78.00; Sauchrie 
Mains (Mule) £72.00; Plains (BF) 
£68.00.
Lambs (2525) – Lochend (BTex) 
220p; Lower Tarr (Tex) 201p; Point 
(Char) 184p; Glenrig (Su� ) 173p; 
East Saucher (Chev) 172p; Plains (BF) 
159p; South Moorhouse (Mule) 155p.
Ewes & Tups (1301) – Alton of 
Bandeath (Tex) £107.00; Finmont 
(Su� ) £93.00; Lower Welton (Chev) 
£88.00; Lower Welton (Chev/Mule) 
£88.00; Aikengall (X) £76.00; Pitkevy 
(Mule) £65.00; Forter (Lley) £56.00; 
Easter Deans (BF) £42.00; Wester 
Greenside (Jac) £26.00.
Tups-  Garvald Mains (Su� ) £76.00; 
Wester Bowhouse (BFL) £72.00; 
Killellan (BF) £60.00. 

CALEDONIAN Marts at its Stirling 
sale on Thursday November 17 
sold 191 cattle.
Prime Bullocks Averaged – 208p
Prime Heifers Averaged – 218p
Young Bulls Averaged – 188p
Beef Bred Cows Averaged – 94p  
Dairy Bred Cows Averaged – 80p
The cattle comprised 96 Prime 
Bullocks , Heifers & Young Bulls and 
95 Cast Cows & Bulls.
Top price of the day was for a 
Limousin Heifer from W Dandie & 
Sons, Learielaw, Broxburn which 
made 260ppkg, purchased by G Kirk 
& Son, Butchers, Denny and to £1633 
for a Limousin from D Dickinson, 
Brockwoodlees, Canonbie 
purchased by HA Black & Sons, 
Butchers, Armadale & Lanark.
Leading the Bullocks at 238ppkg 
for a Limousin from D Dickinson, 
Brockwoodlees, Canonbie, and 
to £1647 from H Greer, Glevan 
View, Kinross, both purchased by 
W W Wales Ltd, Glencairn Ind Est, 
Kilmarnock. 
Bulls sold to 222ppkg for a Limousin 
from Dalchirla Farms, Muthill to J 
F Findlay Ltd and to £1480 from A 
McGregor, Allanfauld, Kilsyth. 

Leading Prices:-
Bullocks ppkg
235p Craigton (Adam)
232p Learielaw
230p Faskine
228p Easter Ochtermuthill & 
Learielaw
222p Easterton, West Mains & 
Pirnhall
220p Moor� eld, Molemont, Faskine 
& West Mains
218p Greencraig & Blairsgreen
Heifers ppkg
240p Braes of Enzie (Fettes) & 
Brockwoodlees
235p + 232p Brockwoodlees & 
Todhall
228p Moor� eld
225p Easter Ochtermuthill
222p Whiteside
220 Dullomuir & Faskine
Bullocks per Head
£1628 + £1627 Templehall
£1588 Craigton
£1565 Molemount
£1545 Learielaw
£1540 Easter Ochtermuthill
Heifers per Head
£1588 Braes of Enzie & Brock-
woodlees
£1555 + £1548 Brockwoodlees
£1518 Learielaw
Beef Bred Cows sold to 141.5ppkg for 
a Limousin from W Dandie & Sons, 
Learielaw, Broxburn and to £1210 for 
the same beast. 
Black & White Cows sold to 100ppkg 
from R Nelson, Blairmains, Culross and 
to £700 twice from the same home. 
Other Leading Prices:-
Beef Cow ppkg
140p Harvieston
134p Kirkton
113p Pirnhall
108p Kirkton
107p Harvieston & East Kerse
Beef Cow per Head
£1180 Harvieston
£860 Kirkton
£840 Crawtree, Kirkton & Harveiston
£800 Bluebell
B&W Cow ppkg
98p Harvieston
97p Blairmains
87p Harvieston & Lynn
86p Roseneath
84p Hayston
B&W Cow per Head
£600 Hayston & Lynn
£580 Lynn
£570 Harvieston
£560 Hayston & Roseneath 

AgriScot hears priorities 
must be set for the future
NFU Scotland says it used its 
regular slot at AgriScot to drive 
discussion with the membership 
on the priorities for Scottish 
farming in challenging times 
ahead.

The packed seminar saw 
president Allan Bowie and 
vice-presidents Rob Livesey 
and Andrew McCornick map 
out existing work streams for 
the union across the range of 
sectors and policy areas.

The floor was opened to the 
membership for their views on 
what needs to be tackled now 
and what the union’s priorities 
should be in a post-Brexit era.

Mr Bowie said: ‘AgriScot is 
taking place at a time when 
Scottish Government has 
taken action and loan scheme 
payments are in many farm 
businesses’ bank accounts. 

‘That will make a difference 
to the mood of this event and 
recognition is growing among 
all politicians that a well-
supported agricultural sector 
delivers benefit into the rural 
economy, including those feed 
firms, machinery dealers and 
stand-holders here today.

‘We need to build on the 
momentum we have in making 
our politicians understand what 
our industry delivers and make 
sure, as we enter Brexit negoti-
ations, that all sectors of society 
appreciate what we provide.

‘The Brexit deal will set the 
scene for this generation and 
generations to come. 

‘What we need in return is 
for nuances from politicians at 
Scottish and UK government 
level that they are listening and 
understand that importance.

‘We need a UK agricultural 
policy that delivers for the 
UK and then flexibility within 
Scotland to get the right budget 
and do what is right for Scottish 
agriculture going forward.’

Speaking about the Beef Effi-
ciency Scheme, Mr McCornick 
said: ‘The scheme and its £45 
million funding stream has the 
potential to change our beef 
sector at farm level but, to 
date, progress in rolling it out 

to the industry has been disap-
pointing.  

‘There is farmer buy-in to this 
scheme but the delays in deliv-
ering tissue tags simply under-
lines the need for the Scottish 
Government to get back on the 
front foot.

‘The roll-out of the new Scot-
Moves cattle movement system 
on January 1 will be a challenge 
to those used to the existing 
linked holdings system. If prop-
erly explained by the Scottish 
Government to producers, it 
should identify that, for many, 
the shift shouldn’t present 
any more difficulties when 

compared to what is currently 
required.  

‘Post-Brexit, however, it 
presents an opportunity for 
Scotland to re-examine the ben-
efits of introducing electronic 
tagging into our cattle herds.

‘And on milk, there remains 
huge frustration at grassroots 
level that the surge in markets 
is filtering back too slowly to 
producers. Not only do we need 
to re-examine and encourage 
uptake of the voluntary code 
on milk contracts, to strengthen 
producers’ hands, but we need 
to consider market tools such 
as forward selling or futures so 

they are better placed to cope 
with volatility going forward..

Speaking on greening, Mr 
Livesey added: ‘One of the first 
ministerial commitments we 
received from cabinet secretary 
Fergus Ewing was to strip out 
gold-plating in our greening 
rules.  That exposed a conflict 
among departments in Scottish 
Government on who leads on 
this crucial matter. Excuses 
from the Scottish Government 
contrast with information we 
have had from EU on what 
greening measures are accept-
able and the clear scope for 
Scottish Government to remove 
much of the gold-plating it has 
introduced.

‘The shift from Less Favoured 
Areas to Areas of Natural Con-
straint presents a real challenge 
but for the sake of those farming 
in challenging circumstances, 
we must get it right. 

‘Long-term, we must make 
sure our rural development 
schemes are more relevant to 
what active Scottish farmers 
and crofters need.

‘And as we enter the winter, the 
disastrous floods of last January 
are never far from our minds. 
We believe SEPA has a far 
clearer understanding of what 
is needed to properly manage 
watercourses but the change of 
pace remains frustrating. 

‘Working with NFUS, roll out 
of pilot schemes and adoption 
of river management measures 
are being pushed ahead.’ 

National Farmers’ Union Scotland president Allan Bowie addresses his audience at AgriScot.

WITH several milk processors 
across the UK committing to an 
increase in the price they pay to 
producers, including one which 
has committed to an increase to 
30 pence per litre (ppl), NFU 
Scotland is calling for others to 
follow suit north of the border.

Autumn 2014 was the last time 
the milk price rose to 30ppl 
in Scotland for non-aligned 
dairy farmers, but this looks 

set to change. One company, 
English-based Barbers, has 
committed to increasing its milk 
price over the coming months to 
above 30ppl by February. 

Yew Tree, which processes 
Scottish milk, is offering fixed-
term price options, which will 
allow farmers to plan ahead.

NFU Scotland welcomes 
these initiatives and called for 
more commitment and collab-

oration from milk processors in 
Scotland and those which buy 
Scottish milk.

The union said it has consist-
ently pressed all processors 
to react quickly to the market, 
which has risen dramatically for 
the last nine months.

Graeme Kilpatrick, Milk Com-
mittee chairman, said: ‘Farmers 
have suffered serious losses and 
inevitably milk production is in 

serious decline, which will not be 
reversed quickly.

‘Objective and informed market 
analysts are now confident that 
the value in dairy products will 
continue to rise well into 2017, 
with future prices indicating that 
the return to farmers should be 
28 to 30 ppl, maybe more.

‘There is no excuse for the 
supply chain to continue to 
delay price increases to produc-

ers. The time lag has been long 
enough and it is unforgivable 
and grossly irresponsible to 
delay commitments to price 
increases any longer. UK cream 
(£3,975 per ton), cheese (£3,200 
per ton) and butter (£2,020 per 
ton) prices all reflect farm gate 
prices of 28 to 30ppl. Given that 
liquid must compete, then they 
too should be aspiring to this 
level of pricing.’

Union urges milk processors to raise price

ADVERTORIAL

For any owner or tenant or occupi-
er of land who completes an IACS 
form, undertakes or consents to 
the letting of traditional sporting 
activities, undertakes deer culls 
as part of stewardship agreement 
and/or pest control on their land, 
it is likely that you will be contact-
ed in the coming week or so, if 
you have not been so already, by 
Argyll and Bute Valuation Joint 
Board regarding the reintroduc-
tion of business (sporting) rates, 
which are due to take e� ect from 
April 2017. 

Shootings and deer forests are to 
be re-entered onto the valuation 
roll alongside other non-domestic 
rates, such as shops, o�  ces and 
restaurants. 

Assessors are asking for busi-
nesses and individuals to com-
plete and return the information 
forms which are currently being 

issued within 14 days.
Once the assessors have com-

piled and publish the new rateable 
values for these business activities 
in the new year, Bell Ingram envis-
ages there will be an opportunity 
to review the new rate charges 
against existing business rate 
reliefs o� ered through Argyll and 
Bute Council and make an appeal 
to have the assessment reviewed.  

Sta�  at Bell Ingram are working 
with a number of their existing 
clients through this process but 
would be delighted to assist 
anyone not currently known to 
them who require help with these 
changes.

Please contact Bell Ingram: 
andrew.thompson@
bellingram.co.uk; 
07557520297 (Mobile) or 
01631 567794 (Direct Dial) or
01631 566122 (Switchboard)

Shooting and deer forest changes

MARSHALL ROTARY 
DUNG SPREADER
New main baring fitted, 

excellent condition.
Telephone 

01631 760213 after 6pm.

TREAT YOURSELF 
THIS WINTER!!!!
TO A NEW HONDA ATV OR 

A HIGH SPEC RECONDITIONED
ALL OUR NEW & USED MACHINES ARE NOW 

SUPPLIED WITH FREE FRAME UNDERSEALING!!

NEW HONDA TRX420FM2(POWER STEERING) 
AND NEW HONDA TRX500FM6

(POWER STEERING WITH IND.SUSP.)
IN STOCK, FINANCE AND DELIVERY ALL ARRANGED.

RECONDITIONED MACHINES C/W WARRANTY

HONDA TRX500FA6 2015 TOP OF THE RANGE,AUTOMATIC WITH E/SHIFT AND POWER STEERING 
12 MONTH WARRANTY ............................................................................................................ £6500+VAT
HONDA TRX500FPAD 2014 AUTO WITH E/SHIFT AND POWER STEERING EXCELLENT CONDITION ..... £5,500+VAT
HONDA TRX500FMC 2013 NEW TYRES,FULLY SERVICED 3 MONTH WARRANTY ................................... £4,950+ VAT
HONDA TRX500FMC 2012NEW TYRES,FULLY SERVICED ROAD REGISTERED 3 MONTH WARRANTY..£4,680 + VAT
KAWASAKI KVF60 FULLY SERVICED,REAL BRUTE POWER ...................................................... £3,500(NO VAT)
SUZUKI KING QUAD LT400FS AUTOMATIC,FULLY SERVICED AND NEW TYRES ..................................... £3,400+VAT

4X4 ATV's UNDER £2,000

HONDA TRX350 4X4 SERVICED AND NEW TYRES ................................................................................ £1,990
HONDA TRX450 4WD/2WD,SERVICED AND AS NEW TYRES ................................................................. £1,950
HONDA TRX450 4X4 NEW TYRES,SERVICED ...................................................................................... £1,680

MAIN DISTRIBUTORS FOR LOGIC ATV EQUIPMENT, WINCHES, TYRES ETC ALL IN STOCK

DELIVERY AND FINANCE ARRANGED.

STODDARTS OF OBAN
TEL 01631 564716/MOB.07799692072

EMAIL.john.stoddarts@btconnect.com
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Average property 
prices in Scotland 
rise post Brexit

PROPERT Y 
prices in 

S c o t l a n d 
increased by 0.6 per cent month 
on month in September, taking 
the average price above £170,000 
for the � rst time since the vote to 
leave the European Union.

It means the average property 
price increased by more than 
£1,000 compared to August 
to £170,762, and on an annual 
basis prices are up 2.5 per cent 
since September 2015 when 
the average was £166,622. The 
data from the latest Your Move/
Acadata house price index also 
shows there was strong growth 
at both the top and bottom of 
the Scottish housing market in 
the year. 

‘The Scottish housing market 
continues to show its resilience, 
despite facing a number of 
challenges in recent months. 
Tax changes earlier this year 
prompted many buyers to 

bring their house purchases 
forward, while the uncertainly 
surrounding Brexit could 
have shocked the market, but 
the overall picture remains 
very positive,’ said Christine 
Campbell, Your Move managing 
director in Scotland. 

Transaction levels and house 
prices are performing well 
across the country, for both 
high- and low-value properties, 
so whether you are looking to 
buy or sell, contact us and we’ll 
help you get the most out of the 
current market.

LET PROPERTIES NEEDED – LANDLORDS GET IN TOUCH WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM TODAY 
– NOW FULLY MANAGING OVER 150 RENTALS IN ARGYLL & LOCHABER

Beaumaris, Tobermory

A detached 3 bedroom bungalow located in upper Tobermory on the 
beautiful Isle of Mull. The accommodation comprises small internal 
porch, hall, a large lounge with multi-fuel stove, kitchen diner, 3 double 
bedrooms and family bathroom. The lounge is well proportioned with 
central � replace and large windows allowing plenty of natural light.

OIRO £190,000

• Detached bungalow
• 3 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
• Detached garage
• Quiet location but close 

to amenities
• Private and low 

maintenance garden
• EPC Rating D61

Drimvargie Terrace, Oban

OIRO £160,000

• Top Floor Flat
• 3 Bedrooms / Bathroom / 

Shower Room
• Stunning panoramic 

views
• Close to Oban town centre
• Spacious rooms
• EPC Rating C73

3, 9 Drimvargie Terrace - A stunning top � oor � at boasting three 
spacious bedrooms and far reaching views over Oban Bay. The � at 
is accessed via a carpeted communal stairwell, a large front door 
opens onto the spacious central hallway.

UNDER OFFER

Larrachbeag, Salen

OIEO £225,000

• Modern Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Excellent layout
• Delightful village location on 

popular island
• Good sized garden with pretty 

burn and pond
• EPC Rating C76

Larrachbeag is an attractive 3 bedroom 
house in the popular village of Salen on the 
Isle of Mull. The property has a modern and 
practical layout. 

UNDER OFFER

Riverside Cottage, Salen

OIRO £215,000

• Semi-detached Cottage
• 2 Bedrooms/1 Bathroom
• Views over River Aros
• Renovated to a high 

standard throughout
• Excellent Holiday Let
• EPC Rating D62

A beautifully maintained two bedroom cottage nestled in a cluster 
of houses on the banks of the Aros River close to Salen on the Isle 
of Mull. Renovated and upgraded in 2010. Riverside Cottage is a 
thoroughly modernised traditional cottage and comprises an open 
plan lounge, kitchen and dining area, two bedrooms and bathroom.

NEW TO MARKET

Rock� eld Road, Tobermory

£480 PCM

• 3 Bedroom Unfurnished
• 461950/130/18261
• Council Tax (Band C).
• Deposit (1m Rent) and 

References Required.
• EPC Rating C69
• AVAILABLE NOW !

3 Bedroom unfurnished, excellent family sized 
property within reach of Tobermory town centre. 
The ground � oor � at has a lounge, kitchen/diner, 3 
double bedrooms and a family bathroom. The kitchen 
bene� ts from excellent storage and its size allows 
space for a kitchen table and chairs. 

Stevenson Street, Oban

£585 PCM

• 3 bedroom � at
• White goods supplied
• Gas central heating
• On street permit parking is available
• Landlord registration 

479886/130/03181
• EPC Rating C74

Spacious 3 bedroom � at situated in Oban town center. This property 
comprises of 2 double bedrooms and 1 single bedroom as well as 
a homely living room and brand new kitchen. The bathroom has 
both bath and shower facilities. The property is newly renovated 
and all furnished to a very high standard.

Polfearn House, Taynuilt

£400 PCM
A unique rural one bedroom � at with stunning 
views over Loch Etive. The accommodation is 
unfurnished throughout and comprises of a 
double bedroom (with built in wardrobes), hall, 
lounge, kitchen (inc. Hob, oven & extractor) and 
bathroom.

• 1 Bedroom
• Parking
• Stunning views over Loch Etive
• Property on the Sales Market also
• Bright & Airy
• Landlord Registration: 338011/130/19581
• EPC Rating C78
• AVAILABLE NOW

AVAILABLE AVAILABLEAVAILABLE

Main Street, Connel

£750 PCM

• Unfurnished With White Goods
• Three Bedroom House
• Rent excludes Utilites (Oil Heating) 

and Council Tax
• Deposit (1M Rent) and References Required.
• Landlord Reg No: 385018/130/18641
• EPC Rating F32

LET AGREED

 NOTE TO LANDLORDS - 
High Demand for 
Large Properties

CONSTRUCTION SMEs 
(small- and medium-sized 
enterprises) in Scotland 
reported growth in the 
three months that followed 
the UK’s decision to leave 
the EU, albeit at a slower 
rate than in the preced-
ing three-month period, 
accord ing to new fi gures 
from the Federation of 
Master Builders (FMB) 
Scotland.

Commenting on the 
results of the fi rst survey 
of construction SMEs in 
Scotland post-referendum, 
Gordon Nelson, director of 
FMB Scotland, said: ‘Des-
pite some of the ominous 
warnings on what the ref-
erendum vote might mean 
for consumer confi dence 
in Scotland, demand for 
domestic building work and 
new-build homes has so far 
defi ed any signifi cant dip. 

‘Workloads for construc-
tion SMEs have remained 
resilient and inquiries from 
consumers are holding 
up. Looking ahead, most 
fi rms are either predict-
ing steady or growing 
workloads for the coming 
months, demonstrating an 
underlying resilience to 
the Scottish construction 
sector.’

Mr Nelson continued: 
‘However, given the un-
charted waters we’re about 
to enter, few construction 
bosses will be complacent. 

‘Most will remember the 
challenges that arose as 
a result of the uncertainty 
created by the last Scottish 
independence referendum. 

‘When you combine the 
possibility of a second 
independence referendum, 
and the prospect of further 
disruption being caused 

by the triggering of Article 
50 in March, then the 
Westminster and Holyrood 
governments must do all 
that they can to steady 
the nerves of industry and 
provide some certainty. 

‘The Scottish Govern-
ment, in particular, must 
look at innovative schemes 
such as the new Home 
Building Fund being 
introduced in England 
as a means by which to 
stimulate activity in the 
house building sector by 
helping to improve access 
to fi nance for small fi rms.’

Mr Nelson concluded: 
‘Our survey also highlights 
the severity of the skills 
gap this country faces, with 
almost two-thirds of fi rms 
struggling to hire bricklay-
ers and 55 per cent expe-
riencing diffi culties hiring 
carpenters and joiners. 

‘If the UK leaves the Euro-
pean single market, this 
shortfall may well be com-
pounded by the possibility 
of an end to the freedom 
of movement of people, 
which will only make the 
situation worse. 

‘With less than six months 
until the UK-wide Appren-
ticeship Levy is introduced 
in April next year, we’re still 
awaiting confi rmation from 
the Scottish Government 
that it will use the funds 
raised by the levy for ap-
prenticeships. 

‘If this indeed is the inten-
tion, then the government 
is leaving itself precious lit-
tle time to collaborate with 
industry on ensuring that 
any new funding system is 
intuitive and accessible for 
SMEs, which train the vast 
majority of construction 
apprentices.’

Construction SMEs defy dip post-Brexit vote

RETAIL 
OPPORTUNITY

Retail Space 
available in my 

Oban Shop

CALL KAY 
07889921881



IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL 
BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR SECOND 
WEEK FREE

£32
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Call 01631 568 000 to sell your car in our Drivetimes section

Call
01631

568000
to sell 

your car 
in our 

Drivetimes 
section
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

01631 710732/07900 501175

SKODA YETI OUTDOOR 2.0 TDI CR SE

4x4, 23900 miles, 
Exc Condition, 
Black Metalic, 
Low Mileage,
FSH, Parking 
Sensors

£11,495

Tel: 01250884 306 
or mobile 07885203 020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyotas, Nissan, any 
4x 4 consiered, also non-runners, 

failures, single or double cab.

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 

cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

WANTED
All Vans / Commercial , All Mercedes, 

Volkswagen, Ford, Iveco, Nissan, Vauxhall 
ect.  All Types, any size. Luton Vans, Tippers, 

Chassis Cab. All Sizes, Non Runners, High 
Milage, Damaged, Rotten, MOT Failures, 

Write O� s, Declared Scrapped etc. Cash Paid.

Collection anywhere, call for a hassle free sale 
07789 855 381

Call  today on 

07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 

wanted. Guaranteed best price, no hassle, 
free collection anywhere. Land Rover 

Defender, Discovery, Freelander Range 
Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, Pajero, 

Nissan Navara, Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu 
Trooper, Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  
4X4 Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or  � eet 

purchases. Any age nearly new or old, any 
conditions from perfect to written o� , non 

runners, rotten, no MOT, high mileage, 
blown engine, overheating etc. Cash in 

hand, no hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

07796 760830

RENAULT CLIO SPORT

55 plate, 2l turbo, 
black, 9,000 miles 
on new engine, 
one years MoT, 
Miltek exhaust system,
lots of sports extras. 
Won’t get a car like it.

£3,000
no time wasters

01631 568006

MERCEDES E320 3.2 CDI
Elegance, Reg 2004, 
MoT’d to April 2017, 
144,000 miles. 
** Note: Sold as seen 
– NSF wheel cannot 
be removed due to a 
sheared locking nut**

£1,000
07747750627/01301-702288

NISSAN NAVARA 2013 TEKNA

Top of the range. 
37,000mls, Heated 
Leather Seats, AC,
EW, CD, ESP, Tow
 bar, Good Con. 
Company vehicle. 
Owned from new.
£10,750 + VAT 
ono

For details call: 
01294 463793

Can be seen on Arran

Orkney Strikeliner
16.5 with trailer and 25hp 

Yamaha outboard

IT’S BLACK (CAR) FRIDAY!
• More than one in fi ve of the world’s 

cars is black.

• Trend started by Henry Ford in the 
early days of motoring.

• Special Black Friday off er from 
AutoVolo.

• Black cars on fast-growing used car 
marketplace site range from £125 to 
£899,995.

BLACK FRIDAY is generally the busiest day 
of the year for online retailers, and one of 
the fastest-growing used car marketplaces 
is encouraging sellers of black cars to get 
in on the act, o� ering signi� cant discounts 
to anyone putting a black car up for sale 
between now and Christmas Eve.

It was motoring pioneer Henry Ford who 
famously said: ‘You can have any colour 
as long as it’s black’, and although colour 
choices have grown somewhat since the 
days of the iconic Model T, there’s still a 
huge following from those who like their 
cars in noir.

According to vehicle paint manufacturer 
DuPont*, 21 per cent of cars are black, 
making it the joint most popular colour 
(alongside blue) for car buyers.

But that’s hardly surprising really, as black 
cars have a long and dramatic history in 
popular culture. The Batmobile, Michael 
Knight’s KITT from Knight Rider, Mad 
Max’s Interceptor, Smokey and the Bandit’s 
Pontiac Trans Am, The A-Team’s GMC van 
and the infamous Dodge Charger R/T 
pursued by Steve McQueen in Bullitt are 
just some of the shadowy stars of the silver 
screen.

Even the Munsters chose a black car – 
their Ford Model T-based Koach remained 
as Henry Ford intended even when the 
monstrous family themselves switched 
from black and white to colour TV.

Today, the diversity of black cars is equally 
impressive. Currently on AutoVolo, black 
cars advertised range from a 2001 Fiat 
Punto Mia at £125 to a 2008 Bugatti Veyron 
at £899,995, illustrating the sheer diversity 
of cars for sale on the site.

CEO of AutoVolo Stefan Voloseniuc said: 
‘There’s a very good reason that black cars 

are so popular. It’s a timeless shade that 
looks just as smart on a supermini as it does 
on a top-of-the-range luxury model, and 
unlike some colours it will never go out of 
fashion.

‘Certainly, we � nd that black cars don’t 
tend to hang around for long when they’re 
advertised on AutoVolo.’

To mark Black Friday, the online car-selling 
marketplace is o� ering a 40 per cent  
discount for owners placing an advert to 
sell their black car on the AutoVolo site from 
now until Christmas Eve.

The deal will let them have a Platinum 
advert for the same price as the Silver 
package, allowing advertisers to add up to 
20 photos, a video and priority listing.

AutoVolo has more than 200,000 cars 
for sale on www.autovolo.co.uk, of which 
around 38,000 are painted black.  Sellers 
include private individuals and around 
5,000 franchised and independent 
dealerships.

Black car owners wishing to claim their 
Black Friday discount simply need to enter 
the special discount code AV_BLACK when 
paying for an advert online.
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Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS
66 Renault Captur DYN NAV DCi, Orange, delivery mileage ...  £14,750 
16 Renault Clio Dyn Nav TCE, 5Dr,  H/B, White, Delivery Mileage ........£12,500
16 Renault Megan DYN NAV 1.5 DCi, 5Dr Silver, 1,150 Miles ...............£11,495
65 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi, 4x2 Black, 300 Miles ............................£12,995
65 Dacia Logan Laureate Prime 1.5 DCi, Blue, 10,850 Miles .......£9250
64 Dacia Duster Access 1.6, 4WD, White, 8,500 Miles ...............£9,250
64 Honda Jazz, ES+ I -Vtec, 1.4, 5Dr, Brown 29,500 Miles .......£7,850
64 Dacia Sandero stepway Laureate TCE, Red, 12,600 Miles ..................£7850
14 Nissan Qashqui Acenta, 1.2 5Dr, Grey, 10,000 miles ...........£13,550
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles ........£12,650
14 Dacia Stepway AMB TCe, Black, 15,400 Miles .......................£6,750

62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles...............£9,450
12 Renault Megan I- Music DCI 5Dr H/B, Blue, 59,000 Miles .....£5,950
11 VW Polo SEL TSi 1.2, 5Dr, Red, 34,000 Miles ......................................£7950
11 Renault Megan Coupe, GT-Line TCE, Blue, 25,000 Miles.......£7,450
10 Toyota Aygo, 1lt, 5 Dr H/B, Blue, 38,500 Miles .................................£3,950
10 Renault Clio DYN, 1.5 DCI, 3Dr, Beige, 54,000 Miles ..........................£3750
10 VW Polo SE 60, 1.2 5 Dr H/B Grey .....................................................£3,495
09 Honda Civi ES I-Vtec, 1.8 5Dr H/B, Blue, 55,350 Miles ..........£4,650
09 Ford Focus Zetec 100 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 84,000 Miles ..............£4,250

COMMERCIALS
65 Renault Tra�  c SL27 Business+ DCi Silver, 10 Miles ......£13,750+VAT

62 Renault Tra�  c LL29 Sport, DCI, Black, 122,000 Miles .....£7,250+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Grand Scenic DYN DCi, 7 Seater, Sliver,
77,500 Miles ............................................................................£3,500
08 Renault Master SWB, White......................................................... POA

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6               Renault Laguna           Renault Kangoo DCi

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Any of our pre registered or used stock can 
now be viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 
Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 
Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US 

WD Semple

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW 
CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 
CALL:

01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire 
PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk
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THE ALL NEW TOYOTA C-HR.
COMING SOON.

@HBurghToyota

/HelensburghToyotaHelensburgh Toyota
5-7 John Street
Helensburgh G84 8BA
Tel: 01436 672779

Register your interest at helensburgh.toyota.co.uk/c-hr

The All New Toyota C-HR is 
designed for people who aspire to 
live life to the full and expect their 
car to keep up. 

‘With the Toyota C-HR, we are 
trying to introduce a new value into 
the crossover market. But we’re not 
trying to make a SUV that’s dynamic; 
rather, a dynamic vehicle with SUV-
like properties,’ Kazuhiko Isawa, chief 
designer.

From cruising across town for a 
meeting in the city to aiding life’s 
passions when you venture further 
a� eld, the Toyota C-HR reacts to those 
who like to work hard and play hard – it 
keeps modern lives moving. 

Combining the dynamic nature of 
a hatchback with the comforts of a 
� ve-door SUV, the Toyota C-HR has 
been created to make you feel at one 
with the road, so you can enjoy every 
journey seamlessly. Made for drivers by 
drivers, the Toyota C-HR gives you the 
perfect excuse to just drive. 

First, C-HR has the hallmarks you 
would expect of a sports utility vehicle 

– powerful body, chunky sill line 
and large footprint – but above the 
shoulder line is a contrasting, coupe-
like cabin. It is formed by slim A-pillars 
and a ‘� oating’ roof design that slopes 
con� dently backwards, ending in a 
sharply-angled rear window.

Inspired by highly-crafted gemstones, 
the surface treatment of C-HR is 
deliberately multi-faceted, the shapes 
and detailing creating a delicate 
balance of precision and sensuality 
that is designed to be attractive from 
any angle.

Diamond motifs echo throughout 
the cabin, from the door trims and seat 
stitching to the steering wheel buttons 
and climate control switches. Even the 
roof lining is detailed with diamond-
shape graphics ‘scooped’ out of the 
material to create an added sense of 
depth.

At eight inches across, the C-HR’s 
multimedia screen is the largest of 
any � tted to a Toyota and is mounted 
high in the dashboard to be in your 
immediate line of sight.  

C-HR is equipped with the longest 

headlight units in the market, and 
feature a bank of sequential LED turn 
signals.

At night, the Toyota C-HR logo is 
projected on the � oor every time you 
open the driver’s door.

The C-HR’s bi-tone roof appears to 
� oat separately from the main body, 
morphing into a large skeletal-frame 
rear spoiler. Disguised door handles 
help the car assume a coupe-like style. 
Ready to pounce, the 18in machined-
face alloy wheels are designed to 
appear as if they are always in motion. 
The LED rear lamps carry a distinctive 
boomerang-shape light signature.

Kirsteen McGuire, sales manager 
at Helensburgh Toyota, said: ‘The 
forthcoming Toyota C-HR introduces 
distinctive styling that will bring 
dynamism and sensuality to the 
crossover market.  Pre-order now to be 
among one of the � rst to drive away in 
the all new Toyota C-HR.’

To sign up for more information 
about launch and test driving the all 
new Toyota C-HR, register your interest 
at www.helensburgh.toyota/c-hr.

Aspire to live life to the full, with the Toyota C-HR
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Call now to place an ad in our Public Notice section.   Tel: 01631 568000

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mrs Patricia Margaret 
MacNiven has registered 
their croft 76 Camaghael, 
Kilmallie on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 3rd August 
2017
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home.  The croft 
registration number is 
C3252.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mrs Alexandra Duncan 
has registered their croft 
known as 2 & 4 Shielfoot, 
Shielfoot (East End & 
West), Ardnamurchan & 
Sunart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 16th August 
2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C3300. 

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Donald MacKay has 
registered his croft 7 
Onich, Kilmallie on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by August 11, 
2017
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C3286

APPLICATION FOR 
APPORTIONMENT

Corpach, Banavie, 
Camaghael & Lochyside    
Common Grazings
Mrs M Dennison,   1 – 3 
Corpach intends to 
lodge an application 
for apportionment of 
approximately 13.7 
hectares for the purposes 
of improved livestock and 
grazing management.   
Mr Donald Campbell, 
Grazings Chairman, 72 
Camaghael has a copy 
of the application which 
can be inspected by any 
person interested.
Any comments on the 
application should be 
lodged with the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW before 
22nd December. A copy of 
any representations made 
will be forwarded to the 
applicant.

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Highland Council trading as Highland 
Council, Community Services, 
Glenurquhart Road, Inverness IV3 5NX is 
applying to add an operating centre to keep 
3 goods vehicles  at Highland Council, 
Ballachulish Roads Depot, Ballachulish 
PH49 4JR. Owners and occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the operating 
centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, 
stating their reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making 
Representations is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s office.

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Highland Council trading as Highland 
Council, Community Services, 
Glenurquhart Road, Inverness IV3 5NX 
is applying to add an operating centre 
to keep 2 goods vehicles  at Highland 
Council, Arisaig Roads Depot, Arisaig 
PH39 4NH. Owners and occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the operating 
centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, 
stating their reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making 
Representations is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s office.

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
Highland Council trading as Highland 
Council, Community Services, 
Glenurquhart Road, Inverness IV3 5NX 
is applying to add an operating centre 
to keep 4 goods vehicles  at Highland 
Council, Strontian Roads Depot, Strontian 
PH36 4HZ. Owners and occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the operating 
centre(s) who believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would be affected, 
should make written representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 
386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, 
stating their reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to Making 
Representations is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s office.

SAMOSET LIMITED
Company No. 33178

(in voluntary liquidation)
NOTICE is hereby given, in accordance with 
the BVI Business Companies Act, 2004 that 
the above named company, is in voluntary 
liquidation. The voluntary liquidation 
commenced on 24th October 2016 and Harry 
Thompson of Harbour House, P.O. Box 4428, 
Road Town, Tortola, British Virgin Islands is 
the voluntary liquidator. 
Dated: 24th October 2016
(Sgd) Harry Thompson 
Voluntary Liquidator

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Ian Thomas Blake has 
registered their croft 14 
Carnoch, Glencoe on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 9th June 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at 

w w w.c ro f t s . ros .gov.uk /
register/home.  

The croft registration 
number is C3249

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents 
submitted with them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or 
electronically at your nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service 
Point via the following link https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making 
a representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will 
be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 
respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development Address 
  
16/04985/LBC Fort William 
 Primary School, 
 Achintore Road, 
 Fort William 

16/05073/FUL Land 320M SW of 
 Moy Cottage,
 Tulloch, Roy Bridge 

16/05113/FUL Tomdoun Lodge, 
 Invergarry

16/05160/FUL Land 525M NW 
 of Coiletter,
 Glenetive

16/05174/FUL Land 50M 
 West of Sloc Torach,
 Sanna, Kilchoan

Time period for comments is 14 days, 16/04985/LBC is 21 days

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, 
INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Proposal Description

Change of use of former 
primary school building into 
office, archive & record store 
(internal alterations).

Installation of 
telecommunications apparatus 
(ancillary equipment cabinets)

Erection of 2 no holiday 
cottages & garages, 
installation of treatment plant 
and soakaway

Telecommunications 
apparatus, equipment cabinets 
& ancillary equipment

Installation of standby 
generator and associated 
works

PLANNING
These applications listed below  together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –
13.30-16:00 hrs  Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead 
PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT 
STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/02991/PP Phased provision of an adoption standard remote
pedestrian footpath (footpath provision required 
to satisfy terms of  Planning Permissions 13/02184/PP
(Condition 9), 15/00247/PP (Condition 13) and 
16/02201/PP (Condition 11)

Land North Of Phase 1, 2 
And 3 Housing Development 
Stanalane Bowmore Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute 

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

16/02881/PP Renovation of store/outbuilding to form 2 self 
catering holiday units (retrospective)

The Big Nest And The Wee 
Nest Back Road Port Ellen 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA42 7DR

Sub Post Office Port 
Ellen

16/02811/PP Re-habitation of existing cottage and reconstruction
of existing byre to form single dwelling, reconstruction
of store to form garage and workshop and temporary
siting of caravan for residential use

Land North West Of Bramble 
Cottage Craighouse Isle Of 
Jura Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse
Isle of Jura

16/02799/LIB Re-habitation of existing cottage and reconstruction
of existing byre to form single dwelling and 
reconstruction of store to form garage

Land North West Of Bramble 
Cottage Craighouse Isle Of 
Jura Argyll And Bute  

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

16/02093/PP Erection of 4 dwellinghouses, installation of 
sewage treatment works and upgrading of 
existing track

2 And 3 Achleck Torloisk 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA74 6NH 

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

16/03034/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land South Of 17 Balevullin 
(Plot 1) Isle Of Tiree Argyll And 
Bute PA77 6XD  

Tiree Area Office

16/02978/PP Erection of telegraph pole with antennas and 
wind charger (overall structure 10 metres high) 
and associated works

Land At Ulva Ferry Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA73 6LT  

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.  Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website.  Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.  A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

I would like to order 2017 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

£11.95
including P&P

FROM £7.95
including P&P

FROM
YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2018 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

£11.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95Scottish Clans  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£

£

£

£

£

Scottish Calendars 2017 The  ideal gift...

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW
Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars.
Featuring the breathtaking landscapes, and 
diverse architecture from around Scotland.
New for this year Scottish Clans Calendar, 
featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan.
Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
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    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

DIVE TENDER & APPRENTICE 
DIVER OPPORTUNITY - MULL

Having been successful in the implementation of 
our in house diver apprenticeship scheme, our first 
apprentice has fledged from Dive Tender to Diver. 
We are therefore looking to welcome a new Dive 
Tender into the crew to take his place immediately.
This is a fantastic opportunity for an enthusiastic, 
hard working and dedicated young person to be 
involved in our exciting, fast moving organization; 
learning the basics on the surface whilst working 
towards making diving a serious career. 
The ideal candidate will be self motivated, keen 
to learn, a team player and most importantly of all 
confident around water. 
If you are interested in finding out more on what our 
apprenticeship scheme involves and you are from 
the local area please drop us a line at 
mdiveltd@live.co.uk 

The Fishermen’s Mission is looking for a person to support our work with active 
and retired fishermen and their families in Mallaig.
The Mission Port Officer (an honorary role as an office holder) will be expected 
to work a completely flexible equivalent of two days per week for which an 
honorarium of £6060 per annum is paid. It is expected that the Mission Port 
Officer will support the Mission Area Manager in the delivery of the Mission’s 
work in Mallaig in a number of ways, including the following: 
• An ability to respond quickly with pastoral, welfare, and practical support  
 for fishermen and their families when accident strikes.
• A special emphasis on the welfare support of retired and active fishermen  
 and their families, especially those in particular need – this is likely to   
 include home and some hospital visiting.
• To  participate in the development of good relationships with active   
 fishermen in local harbours
• Spiritual support will include a willingness to work closely alongside local  
 churches in exercising a Christian ministry to fishermen. This might   
 include participation in funerals and other services if such help is   
 requested.
The Fishermen’s Mission is a Christian organisation and it is a genuine 
occupational requirement that candidates are active practicing Christians.
Uniform and full training will be provided. 
Appointment will be subject to membership of the PVG Scheme.
If you would like a full role description and application form please email 
HannaTaylor@fishermensmission.org.uk.

Part Time Mission 
Port Officer Mallaig

The Alexandra Hotel is a busy 93 bedroom 
hotel in the Centre of Fort William.

With up to 200 covers for TDH, Events and 
Breakfasts, The Bistro with 80-90 covers open 

from 10am till 10opm each day.

 HEAD CHEF
Salary: £30,000 per annum

40 – 45 hours per week
Live in available

 ASSISTANT MANAGER
Salary: £18,500 per annum

40 – 45 hours per week
Live in available

 Experience is essential
Applications to be emailed to 

royalobanmanager@strathmorehotels.com 
CV’s preferable.

Autism Support Workers
West Of Scotland Area Services

Part- Time and Casual Opportunities available
£7.73 per hour

Reference: SA/411
In this role, you will be an integral member of the 
support team contributing to and ensuring a high 
quality of care and support for individuals on the 

Autism Spectrum and/ or with complex needs 
within our Oban- West Of Scotland Service. 

Hours will include supporting in a Saturday Club 
for children and providing an outreach service 

to young adults which will include daytime, 
evenings and weekends.

For more information on the above job, please 
contact www.scottishautism.org

Closing Date- 9.12.2016
Registered charity number is SC009068

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

Experienced 
Social Care Worker

Required to work directly for a family near Oban, 
supporting woman with long term health condition/
disability. Ability to learn essential. 
Contact Becs Barker at Community Contacts for 
more information on 07766925388 or becsbarker@
carrgomm.org
Community Contacts, a Carr Gomm project is 
supporting the family with their recruitment. Prospective 
applicants should note that this is not a Carr Gomm 
vacancy and the employer will be the family. 

REQUIRE

JOINERS
FOR FORTHCOMING 

CONTRACT
IN MID-ARGYLL AREA

CITB CERTIFICATE/S 
&

VALID LICENCE 
ESSENTIAL

APPLICATIONS TO :- 
STEVIE MCCORMICK

TEL: 07919 214993
OR

e-mail – 
lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

Closing date: 9 December 2016.

To apply visit our website

Horticultural Mechanic (Permanent)
£19,485 - £20,700 Lochgilphead Ref: DVR00442

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Healthcare Assistant – ref: 59226
£9.43 per hour plus enhancements 
Orkney
You will be required to undertake a broad 
range of nursing support activities and duties 
relating to the care of patients with end of 
life care needs, in the place where they live, 
usually in their own homes. Therefore, you 
should have a full driver’s license, access 
to a vehicle and be willing to obtain vehicle 
insurance covering business use.

To apply by, 2nd December 2016, please go to: 
https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/jobs 

WEST HIGHLAND HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION LTD

FINANCE OFFICER 
[part – time, 20 hours]
Salary circa £30,000 pro rata

West Highland Housing Association is looking to attract an experienced, 
highly motivated individual for their small finance team.   Based in Oban 
this is a new post that will complement the skills of our existing staff 
member.

The Association manages around 1,000 properties for rent or through 
factoring and has a turnover of £3.2m.  
The successful candidate will have responsibility for a wide range of 
duties and must be able to demonstrate their sound ability in areas 
such as:-

• Maintaining the accounting records including; purchase    
 ledger, nominal ledger, and rent transactions.
•  Preparation of bank and balance sheet accounts reconciliations.
• Preparation of monthly income and expenditure account analyses;
•  Assisting in the preparation of the annual revenue budget
•  Assisting in the preparation of quarterly management accounts
•  Assisting in the preparation of the year end accounts file;

The successful candidate will be required to operate in an environment, 
which is subject to continuous improvement and change, therefore, 
a flexible and enthusiastic approach is necessary.  Working as part 
of a team, the role requires a reliable individual with high standards 
of accuracy, numeracy and attention to detail, along with excellent 
communication and IT skills. The role will require to manage other staff.

The position is based in Oban and attracts excellent conditions 
including 25 days leave per year plus public holidays.

For an Information pack and application form please contact:
susan@westhighlandha.co.uk or telephone 01631 566451 
Closing date for applications is Friday 9th December 2016.

Marine 
Husbandry Staff 
Location: Sound Of Mull

Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of 
superior quality Scottish salmon. We pride ourselves in providing 
industry-leading and highly personal development paths which build 
into fulfilling professional careers. Following a highly successful and 
record-breaking performance across our Sound of Mull farms, we are 
now looking towards the next crop with a view of doing even better. If 
you are committed to developing our industry and are driven to put 
your strengths to work we’d very much like to hear from you.

We are currently recruiting for the following positions:

Experienced Marine Husbandry Staff
You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range 
of skills including fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, 
boat handling skills, feeding system and boat maintenance whilst being 
proactive in health and safety.  Above all you should have the drive and 
ambition to fur-ther your career through training and development.  A 
formal boat qualification would be desirable. 

Trainee Husbandry
Applications are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career 
in the Aquaculture industry.  We are looking for ambitious individuals 
who are team players, proactive in health and safety and who have high 
expectations for themselves and of their employer. In return, we will 
provide you with a Mentor who will guide you through your first months 
of employment and a detailed training plan that will enable you to kick 
start your fish farming career.

All positions are full time, working a 40-hour week, Monday to Friday 
with 1:3 weekend working required on a rota system. In return, we will 
offer an attractive salary dependent on experience along with pension 
scheme, life insurance cover, occupational health support, subsidised 
gym membership and cycle to work scheme.  A current driver’s licence 
is essential.

To find out more, please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment 
& HR Coordinator on 01786 445521 or email recruitment@
scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.  

Closing date: Wednesday 7th December 2016. 

MATHESONS FURNISHINGS
SALESPERSON

 For our Oban showroom. Sales and 
administration of household furnishings 

and floorcoverings.
For an application form please contact;

 Mathesons Furnishings
Tweedmill, Soroba Road, Oban

Tel: 01631 565195
Email: info@mathesons.co.uk

Administration Offi cer
Lochgilphead
£19,750 - £20,930
1 x Full time post and 1 x Part time (pro rata for PT post)
plus benefi ts
To apply, please visit our website 
www.civilservicejobs.service.gov.uk

� HRScotland@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
Please quote ref 1517161. Closing date: 30 November 2016.
No recruitment agencies please.
We are committed to providing equal opportunities for all sectors 
of our diverse community.

www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies



GEORGE FOREMAN GRILL Fat 
reducing grill to make toasties, 
fry steaks, bacon, etc.  Hardly 
used and clean,  £15 Telephone 
01499302329.
LARGE FRIDGE FREEZER 1 
year old,  £250 Telephone 07909 
794222.

 DOMESTIC PETS
PATTERDALE TERRIER 
female, 6 months old, chipped, 
vaccinated etc. Needs plenty 
of outdoor exercise,  £250 
Telephone 01546 600182².
REGISTERED COLLIE BITCH 
PUP Tri coloured 4 months old.  
Telephone 07825 038955.

 FIREARMS
LANBER SPORTING Multi 
Choke 28” Barrels VGC FAC 
required,  £50 Telephone 01397 
772052².
NIKKO SHADOW Trap 30” Bar-
rels VGC FAC required,  £200 
Telephone 01397 772052².

 FURNITURE
DARK OAK EFFECT DINING 
TABLE  and 6 chairs extends to 
seat 8.  Fair condition and well 
loved.  Perfect for Christmas,  
£65 Telephone 07796 954769.
DOUBLE BRASS HEAD-
BOARD down sizing,  £60 
Telephone 01546 600045.
GUEST BED folding bed Not 
very new but hardly used. Offers 
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MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGEMOBILITY

OBAN BLINDS

WINDOW BLINDS WOOD BURNING STOVES

BUSINESS CARDS

SKIP HIRE

TRADE SUPPLIES

Laura and the Campbell family 
would like to say a huge thank you 
to all involved in the Fundraising 
evening in North Connel Hall on 
18th November.  The fantastic 
sum of £20,000 was raised 

and will be divided between Clic 
Sargent and Anthony Nolan.

THANK YOU

 SHARK UPRIGHT 
VACUUM

Shark Rotator Lift away 
vacuum, great suction 

and lifts away for 
cleaning stairs. Complete 
with all tools. Only used 

a couple of times.

£100 
01586 553979

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

UPHOLSTERY & SOFT FURNISHINGS

PERSONALS

Woman Seeking Man
I am an attractive, slim, blue eyed, blonde 

haired lady in my early 60s. 
I have many interests 
and would like to meet 
a genuine, respectable 
gentleman, aged 60-69, 

possibly for a long lasting 
relationship.
Please call:

01866 833 338

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 8th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £19.99

Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special 
festive message and send or hand in to:-

OBAN TIMES, LOCHAVULLIN IND EST, OBAN TEL: 01631 568000
OBAN TIMES, 22 HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM TEL: 01397 703003

ONLY £19.99 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.
PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or Phone in your message quoting your Master Card/Visa Number

Deadline Monday 5th December. To appear Thursday 8th December

20 words maximum 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME ......................................................
ADDRESS .................................................
....................................................................
......................... Tel .....................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A B C
Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives 
friends & 
neighbours 
from 
John Smith, 
Oban

to all my 
relatives, friends 

& neighbours 
from 

John Smith, Oban

SEASONS GREETINGS would like to 
wish all their 
relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours 
a merry 
Christmas

John and 
Jane Smith, 
Oban

GOLDEN 
WEDDING

FERGUSON

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
BEATS DR DRE (blue) head-
phones, brand new in box.  Cost 
£109.99,  £50 Telephone 07918 
660344 Oban.
DARK GREY APPLE IPOD brand 
new in box,  £50 Telephone 07918 
660344 Oban.

 BICYCLES
ADULT BIKES two Townsend 
Tundra adult bikes. As new. One 
never used. Off-road tyres perfect,  
£50 Telephone 01631 720224.

 BOOKS
PAPER BACKS some new a  
selection of  Katy Fford,  Louis 
Bradshaw etc,  Bargain 7,  £5 
Telephone 01631 720369.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
BRAND NEW DOG RAMP Re - 
advertised.  Brand new dog ramp 
used once,  £30 Telephone 07796 
954769.

 CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS TREES for sale, 
limited stock, any size, cut to order. 
Delivery by arrangement.  Tele-
phone 01546 510271 or 07887 
484307.
LOVELY 6FT ARTIFICIAL  Christ-
mas Tree only used once, due 
to house move,  £15 Telephone 
07450 647084.

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND 
ACCESSORIES

HAND KNITTED Harris wool 
socks, £5 per pair inc postage.  
Mrs MacKay, 17 Achmore, Isle of 
Lewis, HS29DU

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

DATAMAX TOUCH SCREEN 
computer,  £8 Telephone 01631 
565224.
IQ BUILDERS pre-school comput-
er,  £8 Telephone 01631 565224.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BEKO FOUR HOB OVEN with 
1 oven/grill. 4 months old in very 
good condition,  £90ono Tele-
phone 07766 686460(evenings 
only).
COOKWORKS STAINLESS 
STEEL deep fat fryer(see Argos) 
hardly used,  £15 Telephone 
01631 565142.

considered,  £20 Telephone 
01631 720768.
LEATHER SETTEE chocolate 
2 seater, ex condition, approx 
height 89 cm x width 155. Buyer 
collects needs gone hence price,  
£75 Telephone 01631 720369.
MAHOGANY OVAL DINING Ta-
ble with extension and six chairs,  
£120 Telephone 07909 794222.
PADDED HEADBOARD a 6ft 
light green, padded headboard 
in good condition. Buyer to 
collect. Offers considered,  £30 
Telephone 01631 720768.
SOLID TWO SEATER AND 
CHAIR lovely two seater and 
chair in warm red fabric.  Solid 
furniture now surplus to require-
ments.  Suit conservatory, extra 
room,  £75 Telephone 07796 
954769.

 GARDEN
LAWN MOWER Mountfi eld 
lawn mower 46cm cut self drive 
in good working order,  £90 
Telephone 01631 720159.
POTTED BUSHES mature 
Camelias,  £20each Telephone 
01546 600045.
POTTED MATURE Apple Tree, 
James Grieve,  £30 Telephone 
01546 600045.
TOP SOIL loaded into your trailer 
or tipper lorry,  FREE Telephone 
01631 564848 Call Offi ce Hours.

 GARDEN MACHINERY
WALKER MTSD Ride-on Mower, 
62inch/158cm cut, 650lbs/295kg 
in weight, 20hp/14.9kw Kohler 
engine, only 540 hours used,  
£995 Telephone 01546 886226.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

HUNTER HERALD 14 MUL-
TIFUEL  Boiler 14 kw stove, 
wrap-around boiler. includes 
circulating pump and fi ttings. 
Weighs approx. 100 kg.  73 cm 
wide, 60 high, 47 deep,  £150 
Telephone 01369 840809.

 HOBBIES AND CRAFTS
PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, Blue and Pink colours 
in stock available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.
TOYOTA RS2000 sewing ma-
chine, in box, used once.  Cost 
£130 accept,  £70 Telephone 
07918 660344 Oban.

 HOME ENTERTAINMENT
BLACK DIGITAL BUSH Radio, 
new, in box,  £20 Telephone 07918 
660344 Oban.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
3-PIECE SUITE brown dralon, with 
floral motif on cushions. 3 seater 
settee, 2 armchairs, fire safety labels. 
Good cond, photo avail (Connel),  £50 
Telephone 01704 544948.
IKEA RUG dusky pink rug, ex con-
dition with large white leaf outline, 
approx 133cm x 192.  Bargain,  £10 
Telephone 01631 720369.
KODAK 7 INCH DIGITAL photo 
frame, in box, new,  £40 Telephone 
07918 660344 Oban.
LUXURY MEMORY FOAM reversi-
ble, orthopaedic sprung mattresses.  
Still new in original packaging.  One 
king size and one double.  Cost 
over £500 each must sell, £150 
each.  Can deliver.  Telephone 
07555 644702².

 HOME OFFICE
OFFICE CHAIR a grey adjustable 
chair in excellent condition,  £30 
Telephone 01631 720768.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALENDARS 
CALENDARS, featuring spectac-
ular photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous views of 
the West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  Ideal 
for home offi ces or as a gift. Order 
on-line at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

 MARINE
SEAGULL CENTURY 100 OUT-
BOARD LLS engine No. early 60s. 
Short shaft, good runner. Fitted 
with Wipac ignition,  £99 Telephone 
01631 770698.

 MISCELLANEOUS
BLACKBOARD vintage swivel on 
wooden stand,  approximately 2 
metres high, split in wood of board, 
stand in good condition,  Campbel-
town,  £50ono Telephone 01586 
551589 or 07761 571885.
HOSTESS SERVING TRAY 
heated serving tray complete with 
serving dishes and integral warming 
compartment, in as new condition,  
£45 Telephone 07934 491712.

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

CHILDS MOTORBIKE suit 7-9 
year old, Osset 20.0R, 2015 model, 
excellent condition,  £1700ono 
Telephone 07577 415172.

MOTORCYCLE BIKE LIFT Hy-
draulic  motorcycle bike lift 1500lbs 
no longer required,  £30 Telephone 
01880 730387.

 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
BUTTON ACCORDION Dino 
Baffetti, Irish Model, 2 row B/C, 2 
couplers, 4 sets of quality reeds, 
recently tuned by John Crawford 
of Fife and set to Shand Tuning, 
bellows in VGC with excellent 
compression, a high quality Italian 
Accordion,  £850ovno Telephone 
01855 811558.
EXCELSIOR PIANO ACCOR-
DION Professional, 41 plus 120 
bass, pearl keys, 11 plus 5 couplers, 
factory midi, home use only, condi-
tion as new, bargain,  £1650 ono 

Telephone 01546 603537.
GUITAR good condition,  £8 Tele-
phone 01631 565224.

 POULTRY
2 YOUNG HENS POL, Light 
Sussex,  £20 for 2 Telephone 01546 
602563².

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PARTY INVITES Customised to 
suit any style or occasion, come 
supplied with envelopes. 50 invites 
and envelopes from £28.  From 
Krisp Print Telephone 01586 
554975.
WRITING PAPER and matching 
envelopes, printed with your ad-

dress.  Sets from £33. From Krisp 
Print,  Telephone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
DOLLS TWIN PUSHCHAIR and 
dress me doll in box,  £10 Tele-
phone 01631 565224.
EARLY LEARNING CENTRE 
WOODEN  Easel, excellent 
condition. Pink pastel, Chalkboard 
one side/wipe-clean magnetic 
whiteboard on other. Paint pots & 

paper too. OBAN,  £15 Telephone 
07795 180964.
LITTLE TIKES, TODDLER TRICY-
CLE lilac/pink on white, with front 
plaque and rear bucket.  Parent’s 
handle, good condition.  OBAN,  
£15 Telephone 07795 180964.
SCALEXTRIC MOTO GP World 
Championship, excellent condition,  
£55 Telephone 01631 565224.

James and Kay 
December 3 1966 at 
St Munda’s Church 

Ballachulish.
Congratulations on 

your Golden 
Wedding. Lots of love 

Alison,Ewen,Sally,Ross,
Anna and Jack x x
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

First Name & Surname

Graduated in and name of degree, parents name 

and which schools they have gone to, and place of 

work after study.

ONLY 
£32.50

Call
01631

568000
Celebrate your

Graduation

Only 
£32.50

GRADUATION

Stuart Boyd
Recently graduated from Edinburgh Napier University 

with a Master of Science degree in International Tourism 
Management. The son of Kenny and Morag Boyd, and 

grandson of Katie and the late Donald Boyd of Oban, and 
the late Anne and Willie Hawthorn of East Kilbride. Stuart is 

currently working in Madrid.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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IN LAST week’s Oban 
Times (November 17), we 
published an obituary for 
Ewen MacMillan Campbell. 
Unfortunately, the caption 
under the photograph was 
for Angus Roderick Grant, 
whose obituary we had pub-
lished the previous week.

The Oban Times would like to 
apologise unreservedly to both 
families for this error and for 
the offence and distress this 
has caused them. 

Apology

DEATHS

BUCHANAN - Sheena 
(née Yule), wife of the late 
George Buchanan, beloved 
mother of Sheena, Mary and 
Ian, passed away peacefully 
on November 16 in West 
Sussex. Any queries to 
Reynolds Funeral Service, 
telephone 01243 864745
DICKSON - Annabel, 
peacefully at Redford 
Nursing Home, Ayr on 
Sunday November 13, 2016. 
Dearly loved wife of Hugh, 
loving mother of John, 
Norman and Alison, devoted 
gran to Ainsley, Karen, Ewan 
and Lucy and loving mother-
in-law to Kay, Jenny and the 
late Bill.
GAFFNEY - (nee Allan).  
Suddenly but peacefully 
on Monday, November 14 
at Crosshouse Hospital, 
Kilmarnock, Catherine, 
daughter of the late Neil 
and Ina Allan.  Cremation 
service at Holmsford Bridge 
Crematorium, Dreghorn at 
1pm Friday November 25.  
Sadly missed. 
MACDONALD - At home 
suddenly, Kestral, Letters 
Way, Strachur, on November 
20, 2016 with his wife by his 
side, Donald Richard (Donut) 
aged 61 beloved husband 
of Moira, much loved dad 
of Danielle and Liam, dear 
brother of Margaret, Cammy, 
Anna, Marby and the late 
Irving. Loved brother-in-
law, son-in-law, uncle and 
great-uncle to all the family.  
Funeral service will be held 
in Strachur Parish Church 
on Monday November 28 
at 11.30am. Family fl owers 
only, donations to Marie 
Curie and Cowal Hospice. 
MACLEAN - Peacefully 
with his family by his side on  
November 11, 2016. Kenneth, 
much loved husband of 
Anne, devoted father of 
Alex and Duncan. Funeral 
service was held at Kilmore 
Parish Church, Dervaig on 
Tuesday November 22, 2016 
thereafter to Kilpatrick Duart 
Cemetery.
McWHIRTER - It is with 
great sorrow that Duncan 
Richard has passed away 
aged 31. Much loved son 
of the late Ricky (Bank of 
Scotland) and Judith. Loving 
brother to Katie, brother-
in-law to Chris and uncle 
to Luke Richard. A private 
family cremation will take 
place. A plea to all young 
people, please be aware of 
the consequences of drug use.
PAUL – John of North Connel 
passed away suddenly after 
a short illness at The Lorn 
and Islands Hospital on 
Monday November 21 in 
his 91st year.  Much loved 
husband of the late May, 
father to Charles and Iain, 
father-in-law to Sue, deeply 
missed grandfather to Emma 
and Chris and elder brother 
to May and Margaret. 
Funeral service to be held 
on Monday November 28 at 
1pm in St Modan’s Church, 
Benderloch. Family fl owers 
only please. 
POLLOK - On November 
18, 2016, peacefully at home, 
Mary Olive Pollok, née 
Macdonald, in her 92nd year, 
beloved wife of the late Tom 
Pollok, much loved mother 
of Sophie and Dorcas and a 
dearly loved granny. Funeral 
service at Clachan Church, 
on Saturday, November 26, at 
1.00pm, interment thereafter 
at Clachan Cemetery, to which 
all friends are respectfully 
invited. Flowers welcome, 
donations if desired to 
Medecins Sans Frontieres.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

COOK - John and the 
family of the late Rosalyn 
Cook would like to thank 
all family, friends and 
neighbours from near and far 
for their kind words, support 
and sympathy following 
their sad loss. Many thanks 
to the Rev Dugald Cameron 
for a beautiful service and to 
Drew Ferguson who carried 

out Rosalyn’s wishes at the 
service.  Thanks also to all 
at Hamish Hoey for their 
kindness and sensitivity and 
to the staff at the Royal Hotel 
for the catering.  Special 
thanks to the medical staff 
and Macmillan Nurses 
who supported Rosalyn 
throughout.  A retiring 
collection raised the sum of 
£760 for Pancreatic Cancer 
Scotland. 
DUFF - Ian and family, would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours, for 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy extended to 
them in their recent sad loss 
of Caroline.  Special thanks 
to Dr. Jespersen, Community 
Nursing Team, ECCT Team, 
Doctors and Nurses of 
Wards A and B at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban, 
Macmillan Day Unit, Marie 
Curie Nursing who cared for 
Caroline.  Grateful thanks to 
Rev Dugald Cameron for a 
wonderful service, to D & A 
Munn for caring professional 
services and Royal Hotel for 
catering.  Sincere thanks 
to the large number, who 
paid their last respects at 
the church and graveside 
and donated so generously 
the sum of £816.34, to be 
divided equally between 
Macmillan Suite, Oban and 
Marie Curie.
LOGAN – Alan and 
Ross would like to thank 
everybody for their support 
on the death of their dad, 
Cameron. Special thanks to 
Hoey’s, Moreen Gracie and 
staff of Ward B Lorn and 
Islands Hospital and the staff 
of Blue Triangle. The sum 
of £238 was raised for Blue 
Triangle.
STURROCK - Ellen and 
family would like to thank 
all relatives and friends for 
the cards, fl owers and kind 
expressions of sympathy 
following the sad passing 
of Bill on November 
2.  We deeply appreciate 
your thoughtfulness and 
thank you most sincerely.  
Thanks also to the Rev Jeff 
McCormick for his support 
and the lovely services at 
Cardross and St Modans 
Church.  A total donation of  
£471.16 was collected for 
the Merchant Navy fund and 
Alzheimers Scotland. 

MEMORIAMS

ARGYLLS - In memory of 
Pipe Major Willie Lawrie, 
8th Argylls, died November 
28, 1916, also the men of 
that battalion who took 
Beaumont-Hamel to end The 
BATTLE of the SOMME, 
including our grand uncle, 
Eric MacLean, died 1951.
- Lorn and Eric Macintyre.
CARMODY - Fondest 
memories of our dearest 
Auntie Ina, who passed 
away November 26, 2014. 
“She touched the lives of 

those around her and will 
always hold a special place 
in our hearts”
-  Love Anna, Ewan, Violet 
and Nigel
FRASER - Marie, died 
November 20, 2015. Sadly 
missed by all who love her.
- Iain.
GRACIE - Precious 
memories of Alan who died 
November  28, 2014.
So sadly missed.
- Margaret, Moreen, Sandra 
and families. 
HENDERSON - In loving 
memory of my dear husband Iain 
who died November 22, 2002.
We never part from those we love,
No distance can divide,
In memories garden day by day,
We still walk by your side.
Sadly missed.
- Isobel.
MACINNES - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Ina, who passed away on 
November 28, 2010.
No tears, no verse, no words 
can say
How much we miss you 
every day.
- Love Roddy xx
MACINNES - In loving 
memory of a dear mum and 
granny, who passed away 
on November 28, 2010. 
The good times we had as 
a family, A beautiful nature, 
a heart of gold,  These are 
the memories, we’ll always 
hold. Love and miss you 
always
- Fiona, Brian and Euan xx
- Kevan, Claire and Ellie xx
MACINTYRE - Treasured 
memories of beloved 
parents, parents-in-law and 
grandparents, Archibald 
(Baldy) and Mary (née Boyd) 
whose anniversaries occur 
about this time.
“Always in our thoughts”.  
- Iain, Jane, Caroline and 
Boyd, Oban and Edinburgh.
MACINTYRE - In 
loving memory of our 
dad and seanair, Calum 
who died November 27, 
2015 “Thinking about you 
everyday x”
- Mark, Donna, Shannon and 
Gary
MACINTYRE - In 
remembrance of Calum died 
November 27 2015. Loved 
and remembered always.
Now at peace.
- Joyce
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of our dad, who passed 
away November 27, 2015. 

It broke our hearts to lose you
But you did not go alone
For part of us went with you
The day God called your 
name.
- Andrew, Iain and Stacie, 
Ruaridh, Lilah and Aurora
MACKECHNIE – In 
loving memory of Iain our 
dearly loved, husband, dad, 
grandad and great-grandad, 
who died November 20, 
2011. We miss you now and 
always will  You left a space 
no-one can fi ll
No matter where life leads
We know you will be there
Always in our thoughts
And forever in our hearts
- Betty, David, Agnes, 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren
Precious memories of my 
dad and our papa Iain (Jura)
- Marina, Cameron and 
Emma.
MACKENZIE - Treasured 
memories of Willie, much 
loved husband, dad and 
grandpa, who passed away 
on November 29, 2008.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Neileen and family.
MATTHEWS - In loving 
memory of my dear mum 
Pearl, on the 1st anniversary, 
November 22, 2015.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Billy 
MAY - Precious memories 
of Cathie, our dearly loved 
mum and a devoted granny, 
who died November 23, 
2006. “ Treasured thoughts 
of one so dear
Often bring a silent tear.
Thoughts of scenes long 
past,
Years roll on but memories 
last”
- Sadly missed by all your 
family.
SINCLAIR – Cherished 
memories of Betty, a much 
loved mum, mother-in-law, 
gran and great- granny who 
died on November 29 2015.
Forever in our hearts. 
- Fiona and Alistair, Mallaig, 
Neil, Steph and Ivy-Lou, 
Morar, Steven, Sharon, 
Holly, Kyle and Aiden, 
Inverness. 
SINCLAIR - In loving 
memory of Patricia Sinclair 
who died November 24, 
2015, a loving mum and 
granny. Your wings were 
ready but our hearts were 
not. Miss you every day.
- Fiona, Steven and Caitlin.

COMMUNITIES across 
the country were urged to 
support ‘A light for Aleppo, 
a light for all’ by lighting 
candles on Sunday Novem-
ber 20 as a gesture of sup-
port for the men, women 
and children trapped in the 
besieged Syrian city. 

Rt Rev Dr Russell Barr, 
Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, said the initiative 
was all the more timely as 
the bombing of Aleppo had 
resumed following an all 
too brief ceasefire. 

Launched by the chap-
laincy of the University of 
Edinburgh, the Light for 
Aleppo initiative encour-
aged communities and 
individuals everywhere to 
light beacons or candles at 
5pm on Sunday, as signs of 
vigilance and hope. 

Dr Barr said:  ‘The 
darkness that is Aleppo 
has filled the news reports 
for weeks and months: 
the seemingly endless 
bombardment, the terrible 
suffering of the people, and 
the inability – or unwilling-
ness – of the international 
community to bring the 
conflict to an end.

‘What can we do to offer 
support and assure the 
people of Aleppo their 
suffering is not forgotten?

‘Given it is better to light a 
candle than curse the dark-
ness, on Sunday evening I 
joined many others to light 
a light for Aleppo. And I 
prayed that the people who 
walk in darkness will see a 

great light and it will bring 
them the hope of peace. I 
personally was in Dumfries, 
and while this event had its 
heart in the capital, I hope 
people around Scotland 
joined in.’

Harriet Harris, university 
chaplain, said: ‘The inten-
tion was for the coastlines 
of East Lothian and Fife 
to be lit up, leading out 
from Edinburgh, and 
also that beacons of light 
could spread around our 
coastlines, inland and to 
anywhere in the world.

‘It was wonderful that 
the churches of Edin-
burgh could support this, 
encouraging ministers 
and congregations to hold 
gatherings. It really was the 
church networks that made 
this work as a public event 
on an inspirational scale, so 
as to bring hope.

‘The beacons were as 
simple as lighting a candle 
in a window, though we also 
hoped for a fair few com-
munity gatherings, with the 
churches being integral to 
this vision. 

‘We have already heard 
from people in other parts 
of the UK and in other 
countries who intended to 
join in. 

‘In this way, a path of light 
might well reach from here 
to Aleppo, or at least to 
Syrian borders, and spread 
hope, and may even help 
save lives.’ 

Gais Masri, 19, who came 
to Scotland from Syria two 
years ago, said the Light for 

Aleppo initiative gave him 
hope. He said: ‘It’s sad to 
hear that people from your 
country are dying every day 
and the places where you 
have loads of memories are 
destroyed, so this meant 
a lot to me. It meant that 
people were thinking about 
us and they did not forget us 
and there is still hope that 
war will end in Syria and 
everything might be fine.’

Masri, who is studying 
electrical engineering in 
the hope that he will one 
day be able to return to 
Syria and help rebuild the 
country, said the Scottish 
people have welcomed him 
and his friends here are like 
a new family.

‘I will never forget what 
the Scottish people have 
done for me and my family,’ 
he said. ‘Even if I can go 
back to Syria and help my 
country, I will never forget 
Scotland.’

Events were planned around 
the country, especially at 
coastlines. The Cromarty 
Peace Group, for example, 
was gathering around a fire at 
Cromarty Harbour. 

Alan McDonald, a mem-
ber of the peace group, 
said: ‘We were gathering 
around a fire at Cromarty 
Harbour to be part of this 
powerful initiative to bring 
light into the darkness.’

The chaplaincy also asked 
participants to collect funds 
for the charities Oxfam and 
Medecins Sans Frontieres, 
which are both working to 
save lives in Aleppo. 

‘A light for Aleppo’ sent 
hope to besieged Syria
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Six of the best as Lovat Ladies win 
play-off
AS LOVAT Ladies look for-
ward to their first season in 
WCA Marine Harvest National 
Division 1, the Camanachd 
Association and Women’s Ca-
manachd Association prepare 
for their respective annual 
general meetings. 

Women’s shinty:
Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
play-o� 
Glengarry 0
Lovat 6
Lovat won the Marine Harvest 
North Division 2 title and pro-
motion to the top division in the 
women’s game when they beat 
Glengarry 6-0 in their play-off 
at Bught Park, Inverness, on 
Sunday November 13. 

There was plenty at stake 
as the teams lined up for the 
showdown match after both 
sides finished their league 
campaigns level on 16 points at 
the top of the table. 

With Lovat head coach 
Charlie Mainland unavailable, 
Fiona Urquhart took a lead 
role with Gemma Bell, who 
wasn’t fit enough to play, 
running proceedings from the 
touchline. 

Lovat took the initiative from 
the start of the 1pm throw up 
and proved too strong over the 
course of the game. 

Some of Lovat’s attacking 
play was a joy to watch and 
there was some great inter-play 
between full centre Laura 
Gallacher and forwards Nikki 
Grant and Fiona Urquhart.  

By the end of the match, Nikki 
Grant and Fiona Urquhart were 
both on target, whilst Scottish 
international Laura Gallacher, 
who seems able to score from 
anywhere on the pitch, netted 
four times to complete the 6-0 
win.  

The pick of the goals was Nik-
ki Grant’s powerful low drive 
from outside the ‘D’. Grant has 
been going through weight-lift-
ing training and Lovat are 
benefiting from her power-play.  

Glengarry were never out of 
the game but Lovat defenders 
Holli Sneddon and Caroline 
MacLean proved to be a solid 
back line. 

The closest ’Garry came to 
finding the target was a firm 
strike from Elaine Cameron 
which was blocked with her 
body and then cleared to safety 
by Lovat goalie Hannah Eaton. 

After referee Neil Ferguson’s 
final whistle, the Marine 
Harvest North Division 2 
trophy was presented to Lovat 
captain Caroline MacLean 
with Camanachd Association 
Development Officer Katie 
Drain in attendance. 

This is the first time Lovat 
have won promotion to Marine 
Harvest National Division 1. 
Earlier in the season they won 
the Marine Harvest Challenge 
Cup. 

Willie Cowie is 
new Skye � rst 
team manager
Willie Cowie has been con-
firmed as Skye Camanachd’s 
new first team manager.

Cowie replaces John Ma-
cLeod who stood down from 
the role last month after three 
years in charge. 

Willie Cowie was the island 
club’s first choice to lead the 
team in the Marine Harvest 
National Division next season 
and they are delighted to have 
been able to tie matters up so 
swiftly following their relega-
tion from the Marine Harvest 
Premiership. It will be a busy 
season for the side as they also 

compete in the Camanachd 
Cup, Artemis Macaulay Cup, 
RBS MacTavish Cup and Bal-
liemore Cup. 

Cowie, a qualified shinty 
coach, was shinty’s first Nation-
al Player of the Year. He has a 
wealth of experience coaching 
at youth level, but this is first 
senior appointment.   

Peter Gordon is Cowie’s 
choice for assistant manager. 
The pair formed a formidable 
partnership on the shinty field 
and were key players when Skye 
lifted the Camanachd Cup for 
the only time in their 124-year 
history in 1990. They will get 
down to work immediately as 
they look to plot the team’s 
return to shinty’s top flight.   

Skye Camanachd have also 
moved quickly to fill the other 
managerial vacancies at the 
club. 

Kenny MacLeod replaces 
Davie Pringle as second team 
manager. Having come through 
the youth system at Skye, 
MacLeod relocated to the east 
coast where he had a spell with 
Aberdeen University. He also 
managed the side for a couple 
of seasons. 

He then returned home to 
feature for both the Skye first 
and second teams. He will be 
assisted next season by senior 
players David Grant and Allan 
MacLeod. 

Motions go 
forward to 
association AGM
There are a number of voting 
matters to be put before mem-
bers at the Camanachd Asso-
ciation annual general meeting 
at the West End Hotel, Fort 
William, on Friday November 
25.

A special resolution put for-
ward by Newtonmore requests 
a relaxation in the rules sur-
rounding pitchside technical 
areas for televised semi-final 
and final matches. 

At present, substitutes, 
support staff and coaches must 
stay within this area for the 
duration of the game unless au-
thorised to leave by the referee 
or fourth official. 

The only exception is for 
substitutes who are allowed to 
move out-with the designated 
area to warm up. 

Newtonmore argue that 
whilst this arrangement is 
the norm for sports such as 
football, shinty is played on 
a considerably bigger pitch, 
making communication with 
players more difficult. 

They say team managers are 
used to being able to issue 
instructions and sometimes 
calm players down by being 
on the touch line during 
non-televised matches so they 
propose that, for all televised 
games, the manager is allowed 
out of the technical area from 
time to time to communicate 
with their players but they must 
return after a reasonable time 
or as requested by the fourth 
official/referee.

Members will also be asked to 
vote on an ordinary resolution 
proposed by the Camanachd 
Referees Association which 
suggests the introduction of a 
new byelaw for youth competi-
tions. This byelaw is intended 
to help increase the number 
and standard of referees avail-
able to officiate youth shinty 
matches. 

It is proposed that, as a con-
dition of entry, every club with 
a senior team is required to 
identify at least two club mem-
bers who are either qualified as 
foundation referees or enrolled 
to attend a foundation referee 
course and who will commit 
to refereeing youth games for 

their home club or any other 
youth games as required. These 
referees will be separate and 
distinct from the referees cur-
rently officiating at senior level.  

Glenurquhart Shinty Club 
recognises the benefits of 
increasing refereeing numbers 
but feels the Camanachd Ref-
erees Association proposal is 
overly demanding so they have 
put forward an amendment 
restricting the requirement to 
clubs having to identify just one 
new official to assume this role. 

The Camanachd Association 
will ask members to increase 
adult membership fees from 
£15 to £20 and youth member-
ship fees from £5 to £6. 

The game’s governing body 
has explained these increases 
are to offset increased costs 
through the compulsory intro-
duction of company pensions, 
anticipated additional VAT 
payments due to changes in the 
association’s trading position 
and a current reduction in 
commercial revenue following 
a year in which the Camanachd 
Cup was without a sponsor. 
Club and affiliate fees and 
competition fees are to remain 
unchanged. 

The association has also put 
forward the case to raise the 
player transfer fee from £12 to 
the same as the adult member-
ship fee, as well as a minor in-
crease to public liability cover. 

The AGM is expected to for-
mally elect Willie MacDonald 
from Fort William and Steven 
MacKenzie from Beauly as 
company directors. 

Willie MacDonald would 
continue in the post of youth 
director with Steven MacKen-
zie having special responsibility 
for communications.

As well as hearing Cama-
nachd Association president 
Jim Barr’s 2016 annual report, 
there will also be a presentation 
on the 2015 annual accounts 
from finance director Daniel 
Palombo.  

Registration is from 7pm with 
the meeting starting at 7.30pm. 

Association to
re-advertise
CEO post
The Camanachd Association 
board of directors is believed to 
be taking steps to re-advertise 
the key position of chief execu-
tive officer.

Having undertaken inter-
views, the association was 
unable to identify a candidate 
who met all the criteria to their 
satisfaction and therefore new 
incumbent is unlikely to be in 
place before next year. 

The successful candidate will 
replace current chief operating 
officer Torquil Macleod, who 
earlier announced his depar-

ture to take up a management 
role with VisitScotland in 
Edinburgh. Macleod will 
remain in post until after this 
week’s Camanachd Association 
annual general meeting.

The Camanachd Association 
chief executive officer post is 
based in Inverness and attracts 
a salary of £35,000. The post 
holder will be responsible to 
the president and board of di-
rectors for ensuring the smooth 
running of the organisation 
whilst also leading a team of 
eight full-time staff and devel-
oping the sport in Scotland.  

Oban Camanachd 
youth proposal 
narrowly fails  
Oban Camanachd narrowly 
failed with their proposal for a 
12-month delay to Camanachd 
Association plans to amend 
Bye Law 4 and change the age 
limit for players eligible to play 
under 14 shinty.

Oban Camanachd argued that 
the new qualification rules, put 
together following a survey, 
should not be introduced until 
the start of the 2018 season to 
allow clubs sufficient time to 
prepare their squads. It was a 
view supported by Inveraray, 
Kyles Athletic, Lochaber, New-
tonmore and Skye Camanachd.

Clubs had until November 
14 to indicate whether they 
wished the age change to be 
implemented from the start of 
season 2017 or season 2018 and 
the vote could not have been 
closer, finishing 10-9 in favour 
of the former. 

The Camanachd Association 
has now confirmed to clubs 
that the U14 eligibility age rule 
will change from the present 
July 1 of the year previous to 
competition to January 1 of the 
year of competition in time for 
the 2017 youth season. 

There is likely to be further 
dialogue during 2017 regarding 
the suitability of the current age 
eligibility for under 17 shinty.

Ballachulish AGM
Ballachulish Shinty Club’s 
annual general meeting takes 
place at the Jubilee Park side’s 
clubhouse on Wednesday No-
vember 30. 

There will be changes on and 
off the field next season for 
Ballachulish. On the field, the 
side will play in Marine Harvest 
South Division 1 after finishing 
bottom of the Marine Harvest 
National Division at the end of 
the 2016 season.  

There will also be changes 
off the field as chairman Iain 
Brown, secretary Shirley 
Grant and treasurer Mary 
MacDonald have all indicated 
their intention to stand down 
after a number of years’ service 

in their respective posts. The 
AGM starts at 7.30pm.

Plea for Glasgow 
shinty coaches
Camanachd Association Re-
gional Development Officer 
(Central) Paul MacArthur has 
issued a plea for new coaches in 
Glasgow.

There will be training and 
support provided for anyone 
who comes forward. Paul 
MacArthur can be contacted 
via the Camanachd Association 
offices. 

Caberfeidh 
extend youth 
coaching sessions
Caberfeidh have had to in-
crease the number of primary 
school age shinty sessions they 
host because of an increase in 
demand. 

They will continue with pri-
mary school classes 1 - 4 on a 
Monday night from 6pm to 7pm 
at the sports centre, whilst pri-
mary school classes 5 - 7 have 
moved to a Wednesday night at 
the Academy Hall from 6.30pm 
to 7.30pm.

Hat-trick for 
Beauly’s Jack 
MacDonald
Beauly’s Jack MacDonald 
notched an impressive hat-trick 
at the Braeview Park club’s 
annual awards dance at The 
Priory Hotel on Saturday No-
vember 19. 

Having already been named 
National Division Player of 
the Year at the recent Marine 
Harvest National Awards, the 
Scotland U21 cap was given 
two more accolades. MacDon-
ald’s tally of 32 goals during 
the 2016 shinty season earned 
him the DJ Fraser Trophy as 
senior player of the year and 
the Lymburn Family Trophy as 
the players’ player of the year.  

The Ken Fraser Shield for 
second team player of the year 
went to Angus Renwick. 

Andrew Morrison claimed 
the Centenary Vase as young 
player of the year.

There was also recognition 
for Ross Campbell who collect-
ed the Joe MacLean Trophy as 
U14 player of the year. 

Iain MacKenzie was given the 
Jock MacKenzie unsung hero 
award. 

Beauly also took the oppor-
tunity to make acclaimed piper 
Duncan MacGillivray a life 
member for his promotion of 
the club when playing the tune 
Beauly Shinty Club on the Pat-
erson pipes at commemoration 
events throughout Scotland in 
relation to the Great War.  

Lovat receive 
funding boost
Lovat have received an incred-
ible boost as they push forward 
with their ambitious project to 
build a new sports pavilion at 
their Balgate pitch.

An anonymous businessman 
has pledged £100,000 towards 
the costs associated with 
erecting the new facility which 
replaces the existing aging 
changing rooms.  

Lovat have support in princi-
ple from sportscotland and The 
Robertson Trust and, together 
with the club’s own funds and 
crowdfunder donations, they 
hope to raise the required 
amount to allow the project to 
go ahead. 

Inverness AGM
Inverness Shinty Club holds 
their Annual General Meeting 
at the Loch Ness Country 
House Hotel on Wednesday 
November 30. 

The meeting starts at 7.30pm. 

Boleskine begin 
boss search
Boleskine are on the look-out 
for a new manager. The Marine 
Harvest North Division 2 
side have advertised for a new 
manager and are looking for 
applications ahead of their 
annual general meeting on 
Monday December 5.

Jamie Matheson, assisted 
by Jimmy MacKenzie, looked 
after the team last season and 
thy led the Smith Park side to 
a seventh place finish in the 
league. 

Oban Camanachd 
dinner dance
Oban Camanachd will cele-
brate one of their most success-
ful seasons in recent years when 
they hold their annual dinner 
dance at Oban Rugby Club on 
Saturday November 26.

The event starts at 7pm and 
tickets, costing £5, are available 
from Gareth Evans, Fiona Liv-
ingstone and Duncan ‘Scally’ 
MacMillan.

Camanachd       
lose James 
MacMillan
Oban Camanachd captain 
James MacMillan is moving to 
Australia for a year.

The defender played a key 
role as Iain Hay’s side finished 
third in the Marine Harvest 
Premiership and reached the 
Camanachd Cup Final where 
they lost out to Newtonmore.

His performances pushed 
him into the international reck-

oning, although he just missed 
out on making the final senior 
Scotland squad.  

His Oban Camanachd and 
Lochside Rovers team mates 
will have the chance to give 
James a good send-off at this 
weekend’s annual dinner 
dance.

Donald 
MacDonald, 
Strachur
There was great sadness in 
the shinty world following the 
passing of Donald MacDonald, 
Strachur. 

Donald MacDonald was a 
member of the great Strachur 
side which overcame the odds 
to beat Newtonmore at Moss-
field in the 1983 Camanachd 
Cup semi-finals before two late 
goals meant they eventually lost 
out 3-2 to Kyles Athletic in the 
final at Fort William. Strachur 
were beaten by Kingussie in the 
Macaulay Cup Final that same 
year. 

‘Donut’, as he was affec-
tionately known, always had 
Strachur Shinty Club at heart 
and his coaching prowess 
earned him the South Division 
2 Manger of the Year accolade 
at the 2011 Marine Harvest 
Shinty Awards. 

The 61-year-old former For-
estry Commission supervisor 
made many friends throughout 
the shinty community and 
whilst he was a fearsome oppo-
nent on the pitch, he was a true 
gentleman off it. 

He sadly lost his battle against 
illness at far too young an age.

Oban Times 
delight at
media award
The Oban Times was delighted 
to receive the Media Award at 
the 2016 Marine Harvest Shin-
ty Awards at the Drumossie 
Hotel, Inverness. 

The Oban Times has set out 
this season to provide weekly 
match reports for all clubs 
playing in shinty’s six senior 
divisions. 

The paper has also been 
expanding its coverage of 
the women’s game as well as 
featuring prominent youth 
matches and the shinty/hurling/ 
camogie internationals.

Lesley McKerracher and 
Alasdair Bruce from The Oban 
Times attended the ceremony 
and were presented with the 
Media Award by Steven Brack-
en, Business Support Manager 
with sponsors Marine Harvest.    

With the game currently in 
the close season, The Oban 
Times will continue to bring 
readers the latest shinty news 
from across the country. 

Lovat Ladies won promotion to Marine Harvest National Division 1 after beating Glengarry 6-0 in a play-o�  last weekend. The ladies are pictured after winning  the 
Challenge Cup earlier in the season.  



www.facebook.com/obantimes

Saints players in 
Scottish squad

OBAN Saints had four players 
in the Scottish Amateur Foot-
ball League squad who took 
on Lothian and Edinburgh 
AFA in an inter-association 
cup match held at Dalziel 
Park, Motherwell, last Sunday.
 Skipper Marc Maccallum, 
Craig MacEwan, David 
McArthur and Scott Maitland 
were all in the starting line-up 
for the SAFL Select who 
unfortunately went down 3-1 
to an impressive Edinburgh 
side. 
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Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £4050
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

A MacLullich
Nant Drive
Oban

K Sweeney
Lochview Estate
Fort William

GUARANTEED £2,000 FOR CHRISTMAS!
For the first time in the 
competition’s history 
The Oban Times could 
be giving one lucky 
reader* a guaranteed 
£2,000 in time for 
Christmas. 

 - How will it work?
In the event of an outright 
winner, where one lucky 
reader gets their cross in 
the exact centre of the ball, 
they will win the entire 
jackpot for that week and the 

competition will continue 
as normal with the jackpot 
being reset to £500. If the 
jackpot is not won outright 
up to and including the 
competition dated Decem-
ber 15, then instead of the 

two nearest the ball entries 
receiving £25, one entry* 
nearest to the ball will win 
a guaranteed £2,000 for 
that week only. The £2,000 
prize will be taken from the 
current jackpot fund, the 

remainder of the jackpot will 
go back into the following 
week’s prize fund. There will 
be no other prizes allocated 
that week. *In the event of 
a tie, the £2,000  ‘near miss’ 
prize will be shared equally 

among the winning entries. 
Remember, you can enter 
as many times as you like on 
separate coupons. So if you 
would like the chance to win 
a minimum of £2,000 in time 
for Christmas then pay close 

attention to the competition 
over the next few weeks and 
get your entries in. Winners 
must agree to take part in 
any publicity regarding 
the competition and will be 
noti� ed by December 20.

Please remember the guaranteed £2,000 ‘near miss’ prize only applies to the competition printed in The Oban Times dated December 15, 2016.

Run for the community, 
by the community

# Did you 
know?

Advertorial

WE MAKE our own chlorine 
which saves us thousands 
of pounds a year and is also 
safer, as there are no chemicals 
stored.
 Using a Hyprolyser we fitted 
in January this year, we gener-
ate sodium hyper-chlorite by 
electrolysis. The system is safer 
to use for our staff and the pool 
water quality is far better for 
our customers. This system 
saves Atlantis Community 
Leisure almost £4,000 a year. 
 It complements other modern 
technology that we have invest-
ed in, such as our UV system, 
which, in combination with our 
advanced filter medium (which 
is fully recycled glass), contrib-
utes to the excellent quality of 
our pool water.
 The UV system also reduces 
the effect of chlorine for those 
who suffer from asthma and 
skin conditions.

Last gasp try wins a close game for Oban Lorne Ladies
Oban Lorne Ladies                17
Howe of Fife                12
BT Women’s National League 2

ON A COLD and crisp Sunday 
afternoon, Oban Lorne Ladies 
welcomed Howe of Fife to 
Glencruitten for what proved 

to be a very evenly matched 
game, with these teams sitting 
first and second in their league 
respectively.

Boasting a strong squad of 18, 
the hosts went into the match 
on a high after last week’s 
defeat of RDVC in Edinburgh. 
The team included a debut 
for 17-year-old fullback Lucy 
Stewart who has this week been 
dispensed to play for the senior 
squad, having previously played 
for the high school team. 

In the absence of captain 
Camilla Leslie, vice-captain 
Laura MacCormick stepped up 
to lead the ladies on the pitch.

The majority of the first half 
went without major excitement, 
with both teams enjoying the 
occasional breakthrough run 
and putting up a strong defence 
against each other’s attempts to 
progress toward either try line.

It wasn’t until the closing 
minutes of the first half that 
any points were added to the 
board, with captain for the 
day MacCormick leading by 

example and diving over the 
line following some impressive 
runs, shrugging off tackles 
throughout the first 40 min-
utes. This half drew to a close 
with Oban leading 5-0. 

Howe started the second half 
strongly and after 10 minutes of 
more toing and froing, the girls 
in green frustratingly allowed 
one of the Howe players to slip 
through four or five tackles to 
dive over the line on their left 
wing (5-5).

Regrouped
Not deterred by a short run of 

mistakes, the Oban ladies re-
grouped and after a strong run 
by Stewart, with good support 
from her fellow backs, Oban 
earned a penalty just out from 
their try line.

The try wasn’t to come at 
this stage, but following some 
swapping of possession in the 
rucks, Howe came away with 
the ball and booted it up the 
pitch. Stewart deftly caught 
it and ran round many of her 
own players and the opposition 

alike to score Oban’s second try 
of the game (10-5).

 Stewart slotted into the sen-
ior team without any trouble, 
performing a great covering 
role as full back and demon-
strating a good understanding 
of the game and high skill level. 

As the second half played out, 
Oban suffered a couple of inju-
ries, including a head knock to 
captain MacCormick.

With 15 minutes of the match 
remaining, Howe of Fife took 
the lead for the first time, 
scoring and also securing the 
first successful conversion of 
the match (10-12).

As the match came to a close, 
both teams were showing signs 
of tiring in the freezing condi-
tions, with the defensive lines 
not as regimented as the start of 
the game, but it was Oban who 
pushed until the final whistle, 
and the ladies were rewarded 
with the match-clinching try 
just two minutes before the end 
of the game.

Stand-off Emma Roxburgh, 

who has had a very successful 
season so far, ended up getting 
the ball over the line which 
Stewart successfully converted 
just before the ref’s final whistle 
to bring the closing score to 
17-12. 

This win allows the Green 
Army to retain their position at 
the top of National Division 2, 
and they travel to play Annan 
next week in the preliminary 
round of the BT women’s bowl. 

Their next home game will be 
in the new year. The ladies train 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 6pm 
at Glencruitten pitches, with 
new players always encouraged 
and no previous experience 
necessary.

Oban Lorne Ladies have im-
proved vastly since the start of 
the season under the guidance 
of head coach Corrie Louw and 
have been attracting around 
20 players to training every 
Tuesday and Thursday evening. 

No stopping Laura MacCormick as she barges her way through 
the Howe of Fife defence. Photos: Stephen Lawson

Women’s rugby

Football

OBAN LORNE’S under-18 
side were looking to build 
on last weekend’s win at Ar-
drossan with this weekend’s 
home game against Birkmyre/
Garnock. The Oban U18s have 
already played more fixtures 
this season than the previous 
two seasons combined and 
have picked up some promising 
results in recent weeks.

With the visitors having a 
small squad to choose from, the 
game was played at 14-a-side.

Oban started the game well, 
taking advantage of some tired 
legs in the away side due to 
their long bus journey.

The home side capitalised 
on this and scored two early 
tries through Lorne Sinclair 
and Andrew Ritchie. Ritchie 
knocked over both conversions 
for a 14-0 lead.

The visitors improved as the 
half wore on and scored two 
tries just before the break to 
narrow the score to 14-12.

Oban regrouped at half-time 
and went into the second half  
feeling positive and eager to get 
going. 

After a slow beginning to 
the second half due to many 
knock-ons and penalties from 
both sides, Oban raced into the 
lead with two further tries. A 
second came from Lorne Sin-
clair, while Andrew Prestwell 
touched down to finish Oban’s 
scoring for the afternoon.

The visitors hit back with a 
late consolation try as Oban 

Oban’s Lorne Sinclair gets in this tackle during the home side’s  24-17 win over Birkmyre/Garnock at 
Glencruitten last Saturday. Photo: Stephen Lawson 

Oban Lorne                 24
Birkmyre/Garnock       17     
Under-18 West League

Oban Lorne                 15
Glasgow Hawks          19     
Under-16 West League

Mixed fortunes for Oban teams
Youth rugbyran out deserved 24-17 winners.

Oban under-18s have no game 
this weekend, then travel to 
Anniesland to take on Glasgow 
Hawks on Saturday December 
3 in their last away fixture in 
the league.

OBAN LORNE welcomed 
league leaders Glasgow Hawks 
to Glencruitten on Sunday 
for a return meeting between 
the sides after a 33-24 win for 
Hawks at Anniesland earlier in 
the season. Hawks were sitting 
top of the league with a 100 per 
cent record so far. Oban are 
sitting third and have been the 
only team to score any points 
against the league leaders this 
season.

The Oban side have picked up 
momentum and have played 12 
fixtures so far this season which 
is the most games by any Oban 
youth side in several years. The 
large number of fixtures has 
seen a huge improvement in 
the individual players since the 
start of the season.

Hawks took an early 7-0 
lead with some good forward 
play from a five-metre lineout 
earning them the first try of the 
day. Oban hit back immediately 
though and found themselves 
with good field position after 
a Hawks knock-on. Fullback 
Archie Spencer found a gap in 
the 22 and manged to scramble 
over the line to gain Oban’s first 
try of the game. Angus Neil 
narrowly missed the resulting 
conversion.

Oban took the lead for a brief 
period after this with Angus 
Neil knocking over a straight-
forward penalty kick given 
away by Hawks for chatting 
back to referee Willie Malone.

However, the home side failed 
to hold on to their 8-7 advan-
tage, with Hawks scoring their 
second try of the afternoon 
when their inside centre cut 
through the home defence with 
a good angled run to take a 
14-8 lead.

Shortly after, Hawks built on 
their good form by scoring their 
third try of the day. Some great 
handling play saw them cross 
the line out wide to extend the 
lead to 19-8.

Oban got themselves back into 
the match with Archie Spencer’s 
run down the right wing giving 
the hosts some good field posi-
tion. The ball was spread from 
right to left with winger Sam 
Coates touching down in the 
corner. Angus Neil converted 
from a tight angle to make the 
half-time score15-19.

Taking a big confidence boost 
from Coates’s try, Oban started 
well in the second half and 
were unlucky not to narrow the 
gap as a penalty attempt from 
Angus Neil bounced back off 
the posts. This started a long 
period of Oban dominance in 
the Hawks half with the visitors 
only escaping on one occasion 
and missing a penalty attempt 
of their own.

Going into the later stages of 
the match, Oban pressed for a 

try with strong runs from Euan 
Shearer, Euan MacLean, Aar-
on McCall, David Cameron 
and Ross McCaskill. Credit 
must be given to the Glasgow 
Hawks defence who stood firm 
until the final whistle under 
constant attack.

Oban, unfortunately, could 
not do enough to win the 
game as Hawks ran out 15-19 
winners in hugely competitive 
and entertaining game of rugby 
between two impressive teams.

The under-16s are now 
without a game until Sunday 
December 11 where they travel 
to play Uddingston/Waysiders 
Drumpellier. A hand-o�  from Lorne’s Lomond MacPherson.
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Sport
Football

Saints on 
Marshall 
Trophy duty

Oban Saints’ youth 
results and �xtures
Youth football
LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s 6, Helensburgh 1. Saints 
goalscorers were Liam Campbell 
(3), Louie McCann and Innes 
MacDonald (2). Giffnock SC 
Blacks 4, Under 14s 2. Scoring for 
Saints were Gary MacIvor and 
Ruaridh Munro. Scottish Cup – 
Under 15s 2, Donside Juveniles 
0. Saints marksmen were Euan 
Finlay and Aaron MacKay; 
Under 16s 4, Antonine 1. Keir 
MacLean, Jamie Andeson, 
Kenneth Black and Cameron 
Kerr were the Saints’ goalscorers. 
Under 17s, no game.
 This weekend’s fixtures: Under 
13s no game; Under 14s v St 
Peters; Kilpatrick v Under 15s; 
Under 16s v Baljaffray; Under 
17s v Port Glasgow Juniors. 

Football

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday November 24, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all  
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.31 3.0 07.58 1.6 14.14 3.3 21.18 1.7
Fri 03.10 3.2 09.00 1.5 15.18 3.4 21.58 1.5
Sat 03.43 3.4 09.49 1.4 15.51 3.6 22.32 1.4
Sun 04.16 3.6 10.29 1.3 16.24 3.8 23.02 1.2
Mon 04.51 3.8 11.05 1.3 16.59 3.9 23.32 1.2
Tues 05.25 3.9 11.40 1.2 17.34 4.0  **.**  *.*
Wed 00.04 1.2 05.58 4.0 12.15 1.2 18.08 4.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

6
7

6

Thursday Sunny
 Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 3°C to 5ºC.
Friday Cloudy
 Winds light south south easterly
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light north north easterly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 7ºC.

THE annual Bunessan versus 
Iona football match was won 
this year by Bunessan coming 
out 4-3 winners in the island 
derby, taking the trophy back 
to the Ross of Mull for the first 
time since 2010.

Bunessan take the 
island honours

Magnus makes international 
debut against tough Argentina OBAN Saints begin the defence 

of the Jimmy Marshall Trophy 
with an away tie against Port 
Glasgow OBU on Saturday. The 
game will be played at Parklea 
with a 1.30pm kick-off.
 The Oban side, who are 
sponsored by D & K Lafferty 
Contractors won the trophy last 
season after an exciting 2-1 win 
over St Joseph’s FP in the final.
 With an important Scottish 
Cup fourth round tie away to 
Edinburgh side Salvesen  
coming up on Saturday 
December 3, manager Alex 
Craik will be hoping to give his 
squad some much-needed game 
time after last Saturday’s West 
of Scotland Cup tie at home to 
Auchinleck Boswell was called 
off when the Ayrshire outfit 
couldn’t raise a team to travel 
to Oban. 

FORMER Oban High School 
pupil Magnus Bradbury made 
his debut for the Scottish na-
tional team at BT Murrayfield 
on Saturday in Scotland’s 19-16 
autumn test win against Argen-
tina.

Magnus made history by 
becoming the first player from 
the Oban area to represent his 
country at this level.

Having originally only been 
invited to train in the 2016 au-
tumn test squad, the Edinburgh 
back rower was called up to the 
starting fifteen early last week 
by Scotland head coach Vern 
Cotter. Magnus was selected to 
play in the back row at blindside 
flanker alongside fellow Edin-
burgh players Hamish Watson 
and experienced number eight 
John Barclay.

Playing 52 minutes of the 
nail-biting, last-minute win, 
Bradbury impressed in his 
first Scotland appearance with 
some confident powerful runs, 
impressive tackling, including a 
try-saving effort on Argentina’s 
winger Guido Petti, and some 
clever play at the breakdown, 
slowing the ball for Argentina’s 
attack and helping build a good 
attacking platform for Scot-
land’s scrum-half and captain 
Greg Laidlaw.

Praise
Magnus did his country proud 

after being substituted in the 
52nd minute for Glasgow back 
row Ryan Wilson. Such was the 
impressive start by Bradbury, 
the BBC team covering the 
match chose to run a feature 
on his play during the half-time 
interval along with some well 
deserved praise from co-com-
mentator Chris Paterson and  
TV pundit Andy Nicol, both 
former Scotland internationals.

The weekend’s media coverage 
of the game has highlighted in a 
positive manner Magnus’s first 

cap with all newspaper reports 
mentioning how well he played 
on his debut as well as drawing 
some great reviews in player rat-
ings and columns from such as 
former Scotland captain Jason 
White among others.

From turning out at mini 
rugby in Oban Lorne colours 
in primary four, Magnus has 
embarked on a sensational rise 
to the top level of the game over 
recent years.

His development as a young 
player was extended under the 
guidance of Colin Davren and 
his mother, Dee Badbury, at 
Oban Lorne’s mini section into 
the youth rugby setup at Oban 
High School and Oban Lorne 
RFC, where he excelled.

Impressing at regional skills 
camps in Glasgow, Magnus 
went on to represent Glasgow at  
under-16 and under-17 levels 
where he matured as a player and 
was invited to regional weekly ses-
sions under the guidance of then 
Glasgow and the West Academy 
coach Nic Humphries.

Locally, Bradbury was still 
playing for Oban and Mull 
under-16s at this stage with 
coaching input from the likes of 
Billy Thomson, Murray Ham-
ilton, Gerry Ralston, George 
Hamilton, Duncan ‘Brochan’ 
Aitken and Allan Wright.

Magnus attended the last 
two years of his education at 
Merchiston Castle school in 
Edinburgh, during which time 
he captained Scotland under-17s 
against England and made 
his Scotland under-18 debut, 
coming off the bench against 
England in 2013. Starts followed 
in wins over Ireland and Wales 
along with a victory against 
France later that season.

Magnus played for Scotland 
under-20s throughout the 
2014/15 season and captained 
the team, leading Scotland to 

a 17-10 win over Ireland in the 
2015 Six Nations under-20s 
championship.

The IRB Junior World 
Championship followed late in 
2015 where Magnus started in 
four out of five matches. With 
captain Jamie Ritchie named 
on the bench for the pool tie 
against Argentina, Magnus was 
awarded the captaincy and led 
Scotland to a historic first U20s 
win over the South Americans.

Dream
In season 2012/13, Magnus 

fulfilled his dream of playing 
for his local club Oban Lorne 
RFC in the West Leagues while 
playing for Merchiston Castle 
1st XV.

Magnus signed an EDP con-
tract with Edinburgh Rugby 
where he has now progressed 

to being a first-team starter 
and has impressed with many 
commanding performances in 
the 2016/17 season.

Having visited Oban Lorne 
RFC and Oban High Schools 
youth sections recently, Magnus 
has not forgotten where his rug-
by roots lie and still has close ties 
with the club and school. 

Mum Dee has been the 
president at Oban Lorne RFC 
for the past six seasons and has 
recently taken up her role as the 
first female vice-president of the 
Scottish Rugby Union. 

Dee said: ‘We were delighted 
when he was selected, especially 
to start. We went along with the 
family and we felt very proud 
when he ran out on to the pitch – 
the atmosphere was electric. 

‘We were concerned that the 
event would get to us with the 
thousands of fans and the elec-
tric atmosphere, but it was great. 

‘Then to see him receive his 
cap post-match was another 
special moment. 

Humbled
‘We were tremendously hum-

bled by the amount of people 
from Oban who sent messages 
saying good luck and those who 
travelled to the match. 

‘Magnus is back in camp. We 
don’t know about this weekend’s 
match, but we will just wait and 
see.’

Magnus’s younger brother 
Fergus was also making head-
lines by turning out for Scotland 
under-20s against Georgia yes-
terday (Wednesday November 
23) at Meggetland in Edinburgh. 
Fergus has just recently returned 
from New Zealand where he was 
a tutor in a boys’ boarding school 
in Auckland while playing rugby 

for Grammar Tech. Fergus is 
currently a stage 2 BT academy 
player with Scottish Rugby and 
Stirling County RFC.

Proud
Everyone at Oban Lorne 

RFC, Oban High School and 
the Argyll and Bute rugby com-
munity are exceptionally proud 
of Magnus’s achievements. 

Magnus’s success should act as 
an inspiration to all young rugby 
players and other sports stars in 
rural areas across the country 
proving that coming from a 

small club in a rural setting is no 
barrier to reaching the top level 
in any sporting environment.

Magnus and his Scotland 
teammates will now be prepar-
ing themselves for this Satur-
day’s final 2016 autumn test as 
they take on Georgia at Rugby 
Park in Kilmarnock.  

Following this match Magnus 
will return to his club side Edin-
burgh where they will continue 
competing in the European 
Challenge Cup and the Guin-
ness Pro 12.

Magnus after his successful debut for Scotland is pictured with Allan Wright, Argyll and Bute rugby development o�cer; Cameron Smith, 
a former captain of Oban Lorne RFC; and Murray Hamilton, head of rugby at Oban High School and vice-president of Oban Lorne RFC.

Report by Allan Wright

‘To see him receive his 
cap post-match was
a special moment’

Magnus in his mini rugby days at Oban Lorne pictured with brother Fergus and coaches Colin Davren 
and his mum Dee.

HELEN Nelson, who lives in 
Glencoe, also made her inter-
national debut when she turned 
out at stand-off for Scotland 
against Spain at Scotstoun 
Stadium in Glasgow last Friday 
night in a two-leg World Cup 
play-off game. Unfortunately, 
Scotland lost 10-5 but Helen was 
voted player of the match.

 The second leg will be played in 
the Central University Stadium,  
Madrid, on Saturday. 

Called up
 Helen, who was in the Scottish 
Alpine ski team from 2009 until 
2012, was called up to join the 
Scotland women’s squad for the 
2016 Six Nations match against 
France at Broadwood Stadium.

Helen Nelson.

Another Scotland debutant 

D & K LAFERTY Contractors 
sponsored a Night Golf 
competition at Glencruitten 
last Friday.
 The event, played over nine 
holes, was enjoyed by all who 
took part in  the event. The 
winners were Malcolm Cullen, 
Alan Jamieson, Steven Mc-
Cuish and George MacKenzie 
with 24.75 points. Second place 
went to Jonathan MacMillan, 
Charlie MacIntyre, Malcolm 
MacKillop and George Currie 
with 24.95 points. In third place 
were Sonny Galbraith, John 
MacCallum, Steven Plunkett 
and David Hamilton on 25 
points.
 The Saturday Stableford 
continues throughout the 
winter months.

Night golf held at 
Glencruitten
Golf
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SPOT THE BALL one lucky reader WILL*

guaranteed for Christmas see page 31 for details
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Sleigh 
ride awaits 
poetry 
winners

ATTEMPTS to reform Fort William 
Community Council (FWCC) have 
failed. 

The council was disbanded in January 
this year after all the members resigned 
claiming they were ‘tired of being ig-
nored’. Since then, in accordance with 
statutory guidelines, the Highland 
Council (HC) has held two elections 
when individuals were invited to put 
themselves up for nomination. But there 
was no interest which means FWCC will 
be officially dissolved.

Drew Purdon, acting chairman of 
FWCC when it collapsed, told The Oban 
Times: ‘Clearly nothing has changed 
since January. The Highland Council 
made two futile attempts to reinstate the 
community council but the lack of inter-

est vindicates the decision we came to.
FWCC was always treated as a second 
class citizen. The HC went through the 
motions and acknowledged us in ac-
cordance with the statute book but they 
denied our requests, suggestions and at 
times demands.  We stood down because 
it was clear the community council held 
no importance and no standing.’   

In January, the HC’s planning commit-
tee’s decision to ignore FWCC’s objection 
to new council offices was cited as the final 
straw. However, Mr Purdon believes the 
decision was brewing for some time and 
is part of a bigger problem. He said: ‘That 
was just one part of it. We always got the 
same mantra.  Even years ago it was the 
same script – ‘cuts are to blame’ or ‘ques-
tions have been handed to the officials’.

I have spoken to other community coun-
cils who have felt the same.’

The Oban Times contacted HC for its 
reaction to the demise of FWCC and for 
advice to people who may feel they don’t 
have a voice. 

A Highland Council spokesperson said: 
‘Nominations were invited for candi-
dates wishing to serve on Fort William 
Community Council which will now be 
dissolved as it has failed to form at two 
attempts.’

Since leaving FWCC, Mr Purdon has 
worked with First Lochaber. He added: 
‘First Lochaber came about because we 
didn’t want to loose everything. We meet 
on the third Tuesday of every month 
at Clan Jamfrie Anyone interested is 
welcome.’

THERE was festive cheer 
for everyone when Glengarry 
Community Hall hosted In-
vergarry’s Christmas Fair on 
Saturday November 19.

Attractions included baked 
goods and wares from local 

businesses and stalls laden 
with goodies made by Inver-
garry Primary School pupils.

The Brownies and the Gold-
en All Stars held a fundraising 
bottle stall and Anne Davies 
and Catherine Cameron sold 

mini shinty sticks, shinty 
cakes and non-alcoholic 
mulled wine at the Glengarry 
Shinty Club stall.

Eleven-year-old Sophie 
Rand played Christmas tunes 
on her violin. 

SANTA’S little Lochaber 
helpers have been chosen.

The Lochaber Rotary’s 
annual poetry competition at-
tracted more than 80 entries 
and gave the judges, Jodie 
Ferguson and Janice MacLe-
od of Ferguson Transport and 
Shipping, a challenging time 
to choose the winners. 

After several hours of 
reading and comparing, the 
top two spots were awarded 
to five-year-old Jack Michael 
Sprague from Tulloch near 
Roybridge who attends 
Banavie Primary School and 
Maria Sutherland, age 8, from 
Lundavra Primary.

The standard of entry was 
very high and the judges were 
impressed by both the quality 
of writing and the creativity.

Club president Paula Ross 
said: ‘We look forward to 
welcoming Maria and Jack 
to our Christmas Festival on 
Saturday November 26 when 
they will be joining Santa on 
his sleigh ride through town 
and over to the Nevis Centre.

‘It should be a good day for 
all the family. Thanks go to 
The Oban Times for partner-
ing us in this competition’.

Smelter sale deal brings future 
hope after year of uncertainty

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Festive treats galore at Invergarry’s Christmas fair. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

All the fun of Invergarry’s Christmas Fair

Attempts to reform Fort council fail

AN AGREEMENT for the 
sale of a Lochaber smelter has 
been made which will put ‘Fort 
William in the driving seat for 
industrial expansion’.

After months of consultation 
between Rio Tinto, the Scottish 
Government and potential 
buyers, Rio Tinto’s assets have 
been sold to the GFG Alliance 
(SIMEC and the Liberty House 
Group) for £330 million.

Details emerged early yester-
day (Wednesday November 23) 
of the deal, which comprises 
the sale of Rio Tinto’s 100 per 
cent shareholding in Alcan 
Aluminium UK Limited which 
includes the operating smelter, 
the hydroelectric facilities at 
Kinlochleven and Lochaber, 
and all associated land. 

Rio Tinto chief executive Alf 
Barrios said: ‘Our priority has 
been to ensure a long-term 
sustainable future for Lochaber 
and economic benefit for the 
wider Fort William community. 
There was significant interest in 
the assets, but SIMEC is com-
mitted to continuing operations 
at the smelter.’ 

Kate Forbes MSP hailed 
the announcement, believing 
the accord would safeguard 

hundreds of jobs. The work-
force were informed yesterday 
morning. 

Ms Forbes told The Oban 
Times the smelter and hydro 
scheme were built on the 
foundation stones of commu-
nity benefit and commercial 
innovation. Lochaber was the 
first place to enjoy electricity 
thanks to the hydro station and 
two new villages were built in 
Inverlochy  and Kinlochleven to 
accommodate the workforce.  

She said the challenges facing 
the West Highlands aren’t too 
dissimilar – that people want 
careers, affordable housing, 
development and better con-
nectivity and the future for Fort 
William has just been rewritten. 

The Lochaber MSP said: ‘My 
hope was always to preserve 
jobs and continue operations 
at the smelter, but I think that 
Liberty House’s ambitions 
for the smelter could put Fort 
William in the driving seat of 
industrial expansion, career 
opportunities and sustainable 
economic growth.

‘Innovation and community 
benefits were the foundation 
stones on which the smelter 
and the hydro scheme were 
first founded – new villages 
were built and electricity was 
generated in Lochaber before 

anywhere else in Scotland.’ 
While the deal might signal a 
welcome end to almost a year 
of uncertainty, it also suggests 
efforts towards potentially the 
largest community land buyout 
by East Laggan and Lochaber 
Community Trust (ELLCT) 
have been stopped in their tracks. 

Ms Forbes continued: ‘I know 
the Scottish Government and 
I were always keen to support 
a buyer who were committed 
to the local community. The 
smelter is immensely significant 
as an economic asset not just 
for Lochaber, but for Scotland. 
The plant itself has around 150 
employees – and including con-
tractors and the supply chain, 
the smelter supports jobs for 
several hundred people. That is 
a significant number. 

‘I think that Liberty House’s 
plans for the region are reminis-
cent of the smelter’s innovative, 
community-focused origins.’

Ms Forbes added: ‘Today 
is all about the future for the 
West Highlands and I am very 
enthusiastic about this latest 
development for our region.’

MONICA GIBSON
mgibsons@obantimes.co.uk

Latha Fosglaidh airson 
Foghlam tro Mheadhan na Gàidhlig
Open Afternoon for Gaelic 

Medium Education in Lochaber
Disathairne 3mh Dùbhlachd

Saturday 3rd December
1pm to 3pm

Interested in fi nding out more about the 
benefi ts of bilingual education? 

Call in to our informal open afternoon for more 
information and have a tour around our lovely 

new school and fi nd out what we can offer!  
Information stalls will include a range of 

organisations connected to Gaelic that can support:
Nursery, Primary and Secondary Gaelic Provision in Lochaber, 
Cròleagan Grianach (Gaelic Playgroup), SMO (Gaelic College  
- Skye), Fèisean nan Gàidheal, Comunn na Gàidhlig, Bòrd na 

Gàidhlig, Stòrlann, Gaelic Books Council

Lots of activities for children including bouncy 
castle, messy play, beat the goalie, music/dance 

session, cafe and bottle stall, live music 
 Like and share our Facebook event 

and invite your friends along.

For more information please 
contact us on 01397709720 

Spots and stripes 
across Lochaber as 
pupils dig deep for 
Children in Need
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A 19-YEAR-OLD from Lewis 
who was invited to take part in a 
parade at the Cenotaph in Lon-
don said seeing veterans in real 
life ‘puts you back in your place’.

Mitchell Tompson of Bragar 
Coastguard Rescue Team on 
the Isle of Lewis was selected 
to represent HM Coastguards 
from the Western Isles, Skye, 
Lochaber and the Small Isles 
at the march on Remembrance 
Sunday.

In full No1 uniform, Mitch 
joined other coastguards from 
around the country to form part 
of the Honour Guard lining 
Whitehall at the National War 
Memorial.

Mitch, who was born in Devon 
and has spent the last 13 years on 
Lewis, told The Oban Times he 
decided to join the coastguard 
after he and his family endured 
some extreme weather.

The self-employed gardener 
said: ‘There were some severe 
storms and I remember the 
coastguard coming round, 

A LOCHABER college 
student and one of its 
programmes were highly 
commended at the Scottish 
Qualifications Authority 
(SQA) star awards.

West Highland College 
UHI’s Early Education 
Department was recognised 
in the promoting inclusion 
category. Staff adapted 
their working practices to 
improve the learning expe-
rience of remote students 
not able to regularly attend 
the main campus sites 
across the Highlands. 

Also celebrating was 
budding outdoorsman and 
WHC UHI student Zeki 
Basan, who was highly 
commended in the College 
Candidate of the Year.

The SQA Star Awards 
recognise the individuals 
who work towards and 
the organisations that 
deliver SQA qualifications; 
rewarding those that have 
demonstrated an out-
standing commitment to 
learning.

SQA chief executive Dr 
Janet Brown said: ‘I have 
been overwhelmed by the 
great stories I have heard 
and privileged to hear of 
some inspirational and 
often moving journeys. Our 
winners provide a shining 
example to us all.’

AN ORGANISATION for 
mountaineers, climbing 
and hill walking enthusiasts 
in Scotland has launched a 
new website.

Mountaineering Scotland, 
previously Mountaineer-
ing Council of Scotland, 
unveiled the site and 
logo which was inspired 
by the mountain outline 
Buachaille Etive Mor. It was 
also the winning entry in a 
design competition held this 
summer, which was open to 
Mountaineering Scotland 
members and the public.

Chief executive officer 
David Gibson explained 
how the organisation, based 
in Perth and at Glenmore 
Lodge, plans to grow its 
13,000 membership and 
reach out to everyone who 
enjoys hill walking and 
climbing on Scotland’s hills 
and at climbing walls. 

‘Indoor climbing is one of 
the nation’s fastest growing 
sports and is set to become 
even more popular as it be-
comes an Olympic sport for 
the first time in 2020,’ said 
Mr Gibson.  ‘Passion for the 
Scottish mountains is at an 
equal high and we want to 
encourage even more peo-
ple to give hill walking a try 
as part of an active lifestyle. 
Our new identity is all part 
of our plans to do this.’

Mitch, � fth left, with his fellow Coastguard representatives, some of whom were from Lossiemouth, Devon and Cornwall.

dishing out food and checking 
everyone was alright. I hadn’t 
really heard of them before but 
at that point I decided I wanted 
to be a part of it and applied.’

Since then Mitch has helped as 
a steward and was also involved 
in the operation when the Trans-
ocean Winner rig ran aground 
near Dalmore earlier this year. 

His parents and a friend also 
travelled down to London to 
watch the parade and Mitch says 
they were very proud.

He added: ‘It is really reward-
ing to be part of the team and to 
be able to take part in the march 
last Sunday was just something 
else. We went down to South-
ampton first to make sure we 
were all prepared for the march 
so the trip was about four days 
all in.

‘There were 11 representa-
tives from the coastguard,  but 
hundreds of officers from the 
marines and elsewhere. It was 
just amazing but very poignant 
as well. 

‘When you see the veterans 
there walking past you it really 
puts you back in your place and 
makes you think.’

Lewis coastguard, 19, humbled 
by sight of veterans on parade 

TIMESLINE

Doorstep selling 
warning issued 

Waterfront plans 
win design award  

A CAMPAIGN has been 
launched to give the man credit-
ed with starting Scotland’s skiing 
the ‘recognition he deserves’.

Philip Rankin’s ambition was 
to bring skiing to the masses by 
building the country’s first ski 
tow in Glencoe.

Philip, who will soon turn 100, 
left his job in the shipyards and 
moved to Ballachulish to make 
his dream a reality in the 1950s.

Philip has been entered for a 
Scottish Rural Award and peo-
ple are also calling for him to be 
recognised in the Queen’s New 
Year honours list.

Last month, Viki Sutherland, 
from Glencoe, also took to 
Facebook to drum up support 
and announce she is putting 

Philip was recognised at the 
Snowsport Scotland AGM for 
building big Geordie in 1955 

and Ski Tow Gully in 1956. 

Call to recognise man credited for 
getting skiing in Scotland started

These campaigns may still be a 
work in progress but last week-
end Mr Rankin was honoured at 
the Snowsport Scotland AGM in 
recognition of the vision and ef-
fort in introducing mechanised 
uplift to Scotland.

Andy Meldrum from Ski Scot-
land said of Mr Rankin: ‘He was 
one of the individuals who had 
the vision to see skiing could be 
a commercial operation in the 
Highlands, in particular on Me-
all a’ Bhùiridh where Glencoe 
opened for skiing just over 60 
years ago.’

Andy himself was awarded the 
snowsports person of the year 
trophy at the same AGM.  The 
nomination read: ‘I would like 
to nominate Andy Meldrum at 

Glencoe Ski Centre. I have skied 
there since a child as did my 
father, John McLennan, and as 
do my children. A few years ago 
when the hill was under threat of 
being shut down completely and 
volunteers were helping to run 
tows. Along came Andy. 

‘Andy has completely turned 
the hill around, not just in get-
ting the hill going again but in 
making it better, with new tows, 
hobbit huts, nicer cafe, new 
staff – the list is endless. What 
is even better is Andy is on the 
hill skiing and talking to people, 
and asking opinions. What a 
lovely chap. 

‘The work he has done has 
been endless and I think he 
deserves recognition for this.’

Mr Rankin up for a Scottish 
Countryside Alliance Lifetime 
Achievement award.

Mountain 
website 
goes live

College 
does the 
double

A COMMUNITY conservation 
charity was out in force to main-
tain and protect Lochaber’s 
unique landscape, fauna and 
wildlife. 

Friends of Nevis is a commu-
nity conservation charity which 
aims to look after and manage 
Ben Nevis and the surrounding 

area.The group held its Glen Ne-
vis autumn litter pick and curl-
ing ponds tidy up last weekend.
Organisers expressed their 
thanks to the many volunteers 
of all ages who took part 
and also to the Ben Nevis 
Highland Centre and to Lidl 
for their continued support.
To find out about future events 
or to join in an event, see our 
website www.friendsofnevis.
co.uk or email Susan info@
friendsofnevis.co.uk or tele-
phone Susan 01397 701088.

Friends of Glen Nevis of all ages 
gathered at the curling ponds 

to collect litter. Photograph: Iain 

Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Friends of Nevis charity 
group holds litter pick

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 
Trading Standards O�  cers are 
warning Uist residents to be 
aware of people selling tools 
and electrical equipment 
door-to-door.

A spokesperson said: ‘Our 
advice is simple – do not buy 
from these sellers.’

Contact Trading Standards 
on 01851 822694, Police Scot-
land on 101 or Faire Commu-
nity Careline on 01851 701702 
to report anyone trying to sell 
goods in this way.

A FAMILY-RUN restaurant in 
Fort William has put its lease 
up for sale after more than 
three decades of service.

Afsarul Haque has run the 
Indian Garden on the High 
Street for the last 32 years 
with his brother, but now he 
says it is time for someone 
young to have a chance.

He said: ‘We came when we 
were very young and we will 
leave to retire.  My family are 
in Bristol and my brother’s 
are in Edinburgh so we will go 
now to be with them.  Change 
can be di�  cult sometimes 
but we feel our time here is 
up and we are looking for-
ward to the break.’

FORT William Town Team’s 
plans for a new waterfront 
have won a Scotland-wide 
design competition.

The project, to develop ways 
to take advantage of the rise 
in marine tourism, was one of 
eight shortlisted entries in the 
Future Town Design compe-
tition run by Scotland’s Town 
Partnership (STP).

Plans include semi-circular 
balconies over Loch Linnhe 
and canopy protection for 
entertainers and other users in 
the new High Street entertain-
ment space. 

The team will now be invited 
to present their ideas at one of 
STP’s � agship events next year.

A group spokesman said: 
‘Thanks to everyone who 
voted for us. To receive rec-
ognition for our design at this 
level is amazing.’

Fort restaurant 
lease for sale 

AN ELECTION is to be held to 
appoint new Airidhantuim 
community councillors. 

Anyone wishing to stand 
can collect nomination 
papers from the Election Of-
� ce, Council O�  ces, Storno-
way, Isle of Lewis, HS1 2BW. 
These must be delivered to 
the returning o�  cer at the 
same address by 4pm on 
Wednesday November 30. 

Papers are also available 
via www.cne-siar.gov.uk/
electionoffice/community-
councils/elections.asp

Appeal for new 
council members

FREE TEA OR COFFEE
With every breakfast roll or cake purchased

Valid from 
6am to 2pm 

Mon - Fri
Please present this 
voucher to claim 
your free drink
Offer valid from 
24th November 
to 28th February
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His strong sense 
of tradition 
and occasion 
enabled him to 
continue for so 
many years ”

Kate MacKellaig
Daughter of Ronnie MacKellaig

Tra�  c was at a standstill behind the convoy. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

AN INVESTIGATION is under 
way after a couple from Lewis 
described as being ‘a big part of 
the community’ died suddenly.

Morag and Donald MacMillan 
were found outside their home 
in the Gravir area on Friday 
morning.

Morag, known locally as Mau-
reen, aged 67, and her 73-year- 
old husband’s property doubled 
up as the Post Office and they 
were well-known in the commu-
nity who were said to be shocked 
and saddened by the news.

AN AUDIENCE of 50 attended the ‘Fort Wil-
liam Then and Now’ presentation in the West 
End Hotel last Wednesday evening.

The historical tour of the town was delivered 
with a touch of Lochaber humour by locals 
residents Ian Abernethy and Bill Cameron.

During almost two hours of visuals and com-
mentary, townsfolk and tourists were taken on 
a virtual trip from the West End to the Old 
Fort. Among the highlights were short films of 
the Queen’s first visit to Fort William in 1958 
and of the Model T Ford ascent and descent of 
Ben Nevis in 1911.  

There were illustrated tales of the wartime 
HQ in town and of ‘Local boy makes good’ 
– Dr Daniel McDonald from Achintore 
Road. Dr McDonald invented the automatic 
changing arm for record players and went on 
to found Birmingham Sound Reproducers. In 
the 1960s and 1970s his company employed 
thousands at locations all over the world.
Throughout the presentation, stories of local 
characters, local craic and local lore abounded.
Thanks to the two virtual tours to date, three 
Lochaber charitable organisations have ‘bene-
fited handsomely’ from the proceeds.

THE END of an era was 
marked as friends, family and 
acquaintances said goodbye 
to ‘Glenfinnan’s last survivor’, 
writes Monica Gibson

Ronnie MacKellaig died on 
November 7, aged 88. 

A devout Catholic, Ronnie’s 
funeral service took place in 
Glenfinnan Church led by Father 
Roddy McAuley on November 
11 and, during the service, his 
daughter Kate shared tales of 
her father’s life.

Kate told The Oban Times her 
father was brought up, grew up, 
married and lived all his life in 
Glenfinnan. He was very active 
in the Gaelic Mòd and won 
competitions in piano, as well 
as silver in the male solo singing 
competition. 

It was through Ronnie’s love 
of theatre that he met his wife 
Margaret. As well as daughter 
Kate, Ronnie and Margaret had 
a son Iain, and the couple would 
have celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary the day after 
Ronnie’s funeral. 

Ronnie was known for his 
involvement with the Glenfinnan 
Gathering, which Kate said was 
the brainchild of Archie MacK-

AROUND 2.20pm on Saturday 
November 19, two RAB jackets 
were stolen from Nevis Sport, 
Fort William. 

One jacket is a women’s size 
14 and dark blue, while the 
other is a medium-sized light 
blue jacket. 

Police are keen to trace two 
men in relation to this incident. 

One man is in his mid-20s to 
30s, wearing a black beanie 
style hat with an ADIDAS 
logo, black pu� a jacket, black 
trousers and white trainers. 
The second is in his mid-30s to 
40s, wearing all black clothing 
and carrying a white/grey 
backpack. 

AROUND 1.30am on Satur-
day November 19, two men 
entered the forecourt of 
Glengarry Filling Station in 
Invergarry and forced entry 
to the airline and hoover 
machines, causing damage. 

One man is described as 
being approximately 5ft 
10ins in height, of slim build, 
wearing a dark jacket and 
trousers.

The other man is approx-
imately 5ft 8ins in height, 
of stocky build, wearing a 
black jacket, a top with an 
Everlast logo, black trousers 
and trainers.  

Both men were wearing 
gloves and hooded tops, 
with the hoods up.

SOMETIME between 5pm on 
Saturday November 19 and 
7am on Sunday November  
20, solar lights were removed 
from the path between the 
West Highland Hotel, Mallaig, 
and the Chlachain Inn.

AROUND 1.30pm on Sunday 
November 20 on the A82 at 
Glencoe near the Clachaig 
Inn junction, a grey Subaru  
car was involved in a minor 
crash. 

Police want to speak with 
the male driver of the vehi-
cle and would ask that he 
or anyone with information 
about this collision contact 
police in Fort William.

LOCHABER Police are urg-
ing cyclists to be more con-
siderate when riding around 
the town after a pedestrian 
was nearly knocked down in 
broad daylight.

Irene Greeley from Fort 
William was knocked off bal-
ance by a cyclist travelling at 
speed through the underpass 
near The Parade last week.  

Mrs Greeley, who has breast 
cancer, told The Oban Times 
she was left badly shaken 
and with bruises after the 
incident. She said the cyclist 
had failed to stop. 

Mrs Greeley reported the 
collision to the police and 
wondered if anything could 
be done to prevent this kind 
of behaviour as she believes a 
much more serious accident 
could have happened if it had 
involved an elderly person or 
a child.

The Oban Times contacted 
the police and were told 
there is no legislation for ‘hit 
and run’ incidents involving 
bicycles but that they would 
contact local councillors 
regarding the potential for 
further signs to instruct cy-
clists of do’s and don’ts. 

A spokesperson added: ‘Po-
lice in Lochaber are dealing 
with this report. This type of 
incident is rare in Fort Wil-
liam. This collision occurred 
as a result of cyclist and 
pedestrian being ‘unsighted’ 
as they converged at the end/
corner of the underpass, how-
ever the cyclist should have 
taken more care. 

‘Police have been unable to 
identify the cyclist involved 
at this stage, but remind all 
cyclists using the High Street 
area that they should always 
dismount prior to using the 
underpass as the tight dimen-
sions and restricted visibility 
require extra caution. Cyclists 
should also  exercise appro-
priate caution when cycling in 
pedestrian areas of the town 
to avoid similar situations.’

POLICE
FILES

Catherine MacDonald, a 
Western Isles councillor for 
Stornoway and the Isle of Lewis, 
told The Oban Times Mr Mac-
Millan was a real gentleman and 
his wife was one of the kindest 
and thoughtful people she had 
met.

She said: ‘I knew them very 
well. They were a couple who did  
a great deal in the community.  I 
was very, very sorry to hear the 
news.  

‘They ran the Post Office for 
about 50 years and I think his 

father had before. They were 
also very involved with the Pairc 
Historical Society.  

‘Maureen must have been the 
secretary because when there 
was any correspondence it had 
to be sent to her.  But that was 
just one of the things they did. 
They were such a big part of the 
community and will be so sorely 
missed.  

‘She actually phoned me 
about a trip she was running 
with an elderly group to North 
Uist and had thought of me and 

wondered if I wanted to go. That 
was just the sort of person she 
was. I lived a wee bit away but 
whenever I had a question or 
wasn’t sure about something, I’d 
phone Maureen for her advice 
and knowledge of the area and 
she would be as helpful as she 
could be.’

Police are describing the 
deaths as unexplained and offi-
cers have been stationed outside 
the property while investigations 
are carried out.

Ms MacDonald said she 

couldn’t imagine how this had 
happened but that perhaps for 
some reason they had both been 
outside and perished in the cold.

‘It had been bitterly cold that 
week,’ she said.  

‘There certainly had been 
frost, the gritters had been out at 
6 o’clock and it had frozen over 
again. It was that kind of night 
– a real cold harsh frost.  

‘But they weren’t a particularly 
‘old’ couple. They were so alive 
and so active in the community. 
This is a real loss.’

ellaig, Ronnie’s father. Kate de-
scribed her grandfather as a very 
astute man who, decades ago, 
was responsible for ensuring the 
field the gathering takes place on 
could not be developed.

Ronnie became secretary of 
the gathering aged 17 and only 
stepped down at the age of 86.  

He reinstated the march from 
Glenfinnan monument over to 
the main platform as a symbolic 
gesture of the historical event 
taking place all those years ago.

Kate said: ‘His strong sense of 
tradition and occasion enabled 
him to continue for so many years 

through turbulent times, when 
it was relocated to Lochailort, 
through the Mrs Cameron-Head 
times and onto the Eilean Mor.’

Ronnie’s Gaelic roots were 
also said to be exceptionally 
important to him and he ensured 
the opening of the gathering was 
marked by a Gaelic song – per-
formed in early years by Ronnie 
MacLennan of Morar and, more 
recently, by Margaret Ford of 
Shielfoot, Acharacle.

Ronnie and his wife were 
made warden and manager 
for Glenfinnan monument, a 
joint appointment by its then 
custodian the National Trust for 
Scotland.  It was for these efforts 
that Ronnie received his MBE.

Ronnie retired as secretary of 
the gathering in 2015 and Kate 
believes his strong sense of 
tradition combined with a back-
ground in drama were the ingre-
dients for making Glenfinnan 
Gathering what it is today – an 
accurate portrayal of a Highland 
gathering. 

She said: My dad had an enor-
mous loyalty to his place, family, 
work – whatever he undertook 
he did so with commitment. It 
really is the end of an era.’

NUMBERS drawn in the 
Fort William Golf Club lot-
to on Thursday November 
17 were: 2, 6 and 14.

There was one winner, 
Craig Brown, of Corpach, 
who won £800. The jackpot 
for Thursday November 24 
is £100.

Winning numbers in the 
Caol Regeneration Lotto 
drawn on Thursday No-
vember 17 were 4, 6 and 20. 
There were no winners and 
next week’s jackpot will be
£200.

This week’s Ballachulish 
Shinty Club lottery numbers 
were 6, 13 and 15.

There were no winners, so 
the jackpot goes up to £400 
next week.

Caol Community Centre 
Bingo Lotto numbers 
were 6, 13 and 20.
There were no winners, so 
the jackpot for next Sunday’s 
draw is £500.

BEAR Scotland, the organisation re-
sponsible for managing and maintaining 
trunk roads, will be looking into why 
there was no prior warning that a ‘heavy 
load’ would be travelling through Fort 
William last week.

A vehicle carrying a ‘dumper truck’ 
passed through Fort William under po-
lice escort around lunch time on Novem-
ber 17. Drivers and residents described 
the scene as ‘chaos’ as traffic built up 
around the convoy, with some comment-

ing on Facebook that traffic lights had to 
be removed to allow the vehicle to pass.

A BEAR Scotland spokesperson said: 
‘We have been in contact with the haulier 
involved in relation to the lack of advance 
consultation.’

The convoy � led through Fort William during the midday rush. 
Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Wide load causes traffi c chaos in Fort William

Ian Abernethy and Bill Cameron have entertained guests with two tours in three weeks.

Appeal to 
cyclists 
after ‘hit 
and run’ 

Islanders mourn elderly couple 
found dead outside Lewis home 

Ronnie MacKellaig.

Glenfi nnan bids farewell to 
Gathering stalwart Ronnie   

Lottery 
numbers

Newsdesk         
01397    

703003

Fort William Then and Now success

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
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View from the Chamber
INVESTORS in Young People 
(IIYP) is part of the wider Scottish 
Government’s youth employment 
agenda and helps organisations 
looking to recruit, retain and devel-
op young people. 

Developing the Young Workforce 
West Highlands (DYWWH) and 
IIYP are pushing to encourage more 
businesses in the West Highlands to 
achieve this valuable accreditation 
and reap its many benefits. 

Vicky Ferguson, human resources 
manager at Marine Harvest Scot-
land, one of the first in Lochaber 
to achieve IIYP accreditation, said: 

‘Last year we celebrated our 50th 
anniversary and the skills required 
now are a world away from the early 
days of the industry. 

‘There are a wide range of jobs 
available for young people in aqua-
culture and we believe in developing 
the skills of our young people and 
encouraging them to pursue suc-
cessful careers within the industry.’

IIYP has funding of up to 50 per 
cent available for organisations 

which can achieve accreditation 
before the end of March 2017. In 
addition to this funding, DYWWH 
has £6,000 available, meaning that 
becoming an Investor in Young 
People could be free of charge.

If your organisation is interested 
in becoming an Investor in Young 
People or would like further 
information, please contact the 
DYWWH team on: 01397 705765 
or at dyw@lochaberchamber.co.uk.

ART LOCHABER will have 
a pop-up shop at the Pine-
marten Cafe in Nevis Range.  

The cafe will be open from 
10am to 4pm from November 
28 until December 4. 

For more information contact 
Gay Anderson on 01397 703765.

THE ‘Reclaim the night’ 
march will take place next 
Thursday (December 1). 

Representatives from 
Lochaber Women’s Aid and 
the charity RASASH, which 
supports people who have 
su� ered from sexual abuse, 
will be taking part.  

Starting at 5pm from Gor-
dom Square, Fort William, 
the march will go along 
the High Street toward the 
Parade. 

Afterwards soup and hot 
drinks will be served at The 
Hub on Fassifern Road until 
7pm.

ARISAIG’S annual Christmas 
Fair takes place this afternoon 
(Thursday November 24) from 
3pm to 7pm in the Astley Hall.

Jewellery, handmade cards, 
chocolates and homebaking 
will be available as well as 
Ja� y’s � sh, miniature Christ-
mas trees, wreaths, decora-
tions and more. 

Teas, co� ees and seasonal 
refreshments will be on o� er 
and a ra�  e for a Ja� y’s food 
hamper will take place.

All proceeds will go to Arisaig 
Community Trust.

AYE 2 Aye Lochaber will 
present London Calling, 
a documentary by Alan 
Knight, in Caol Community 
Centre on Wednesday No-
vember 30 from 7pm until 
10.  

A discussion will take place 
after the � lm.

LOCHABER Rural Education 
Trust is holding a Winter 
Warmer event next week.  

Taking place at the trust on 
Aonach Mor Road from 11am 
to 1.30pm, guests will be 
taught how to make a three-
course meal from local season-
al produce with minimal food 
waste.

This is a free event but spaces 
are limited so please book 
in advance on 01397 708642
and bring a spare tub to take 
food away in.

WHAT’S ON

David Millar was the key 
industry speaker during the 
week.  His talk was enabled by 
Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise thanks to funding aimed at 
bringing inspirational speakers 
to the Highlands. 

Councillor Ben Thompson 
hosted Mr Millar’s event and No 
Fuss Events provided technical 
support.

Lesley Benfield, Chief Exec-
utive, Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce said: ‘The profile of 
Lochaber has been raised to the 
roof with an inspirational week 
in an environment that educat-
ed, enthused and motivated our 

THIS year’s Lochaber Ideas Week 
has been voted a massive success.

Organised by Lochaber Cham-
ber of Commerce, the week-long 
event, which celebrates business, 
education and community 
through a gathering of exception-
al talks, workshops, competitions, 
discussion and networking oppor-
tunities, was run in association 
with West Highland College 
UHI, The Oban Times and No 
Fuss Events. It was hosted by the 
Moorings Hotel.

The week culminated in a 
Lochaber Ideas Week Dinner, 
where the guest speakers were Liz 
Cameron, OBE, CEO Scottish 
Chambers of Commerce, and 
27-year-old Fraser Doherty MBE, 
the founder of SuperJam. The 
winner of this year’s Dragon’s 
Glen – Lorna Gillies – was also 
announced at the event.

Sta�  from The Oban Times, which was a proud sponsor of Loch-
aber Ideas Week, led the networking event. 

Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Dragon’s Glen winner Lorna Gillies, left, with Angus MacDonald 
of the Moidart Trust, which donated the cash prize, and Lochaber 

Chamber Chief Executive Lesley Ben� eld. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

During her visit to Lochaber, First Minister Nicola Sturgeon, centre, 
met with Lochaber Chamber of Commerce board of directors. 

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Chief Executive 
of Lochaber 
Chamber of 
Commerce 

Chamber 
President 
Bruno Berardelli 
on  the Charles 
Kennedy 
Memorial 
Lecture: 

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce president Bruno Berardelli. 
Photograph Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Business people at the networking event. Photograph: 
Abrightside Photography.

Lochaber gets down to 
business at Ideas Week

Dressmaker Lorna Gillies with two of her designs. She is the fourth 
winner of the Dragon’s Glen competition which forms part of 

Lochaber Ideas Week. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Nicola Sturgeon delivers the 
Charles Kennedy Memorial 

Lecture. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The 

Write Image.

‘The First Minister’s delivery of 
the Charles Kennedy Memorial 
Lecture was superb.  Early tales 
of ‘bunking o� ’ with Charles to 
watch a ‘sub-titled’ Scottish � lm 
– Trainspotting – in a Melbourne 
cinema in the 1990s were quickly 
followed by re� ection on how 
Charles Kennedy was a proud 
and passionate advocate of 
Europe and the UK’s member-
ship of the European Union.  

‘The First Minister referenced 
the loss of a powerful voice in 
UK politics and said that Mr 
Kennedy’s contribution to the 
debate on the EU Referendum 
and Brexit has been greatly 
missed.’

A member of the Nevis Range team at the 
networking event. Photograph: 

Abrightside Photography.

Lesley Ben� eld on Around 
Lochaber in 80 Tables: 

‘Always a favourite, Around 
Lochaber in 80 Tables was fast, 
furious and exhilarating. 

‘This year, as in previous years, 
participants were very quick to 
let us know that they had made 
excellent contacts and secured 
business at the 80 tables event.  

‘We hope everyone will 
continue to build upon the 
relationships formed during 
Lochaber Ideas Week because, 
even in today’s interconnected 
world, there is nothing as 
powerful as face-to-face 
interaction.’

businesses. It’s extremely diffi-
cult for me to select a highlight, 
however I was captivated by the 
honesty of David Millar. 

‘David’s talk offered a rare 
insight into the cycling industry 
and the pressures that lead to 
doping of the professional cy-
cling world, as well as a precious 
insight into the joylessness of 
an unearned win and the road 
to recovery and clean sporting 
success. 

‘I must also thank Councillor 
Ben Thompson who gladly 
volunteered his time to chair the 
David Millar event with a huge 
level of flair and enthusiasm!’ 
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SPOTS and stripes were seen 
at schools all over Lochaber 
last week as students did 
their bit for Children In 
Need.

Pupils dressed up as their 
favourite characters from 
books, read Pudsey poems, 
face painted and held 
special bake sales.

Some of the youngsters 
were encouraged to pay £1 
for the privilege of dressing 
up and all proceeds from 
the events were donated 
to Children In Need which 
supports disabled young-
sters and young people in 
the UK.

LOCHABER Cameron 
Highlanders held their annual 
reunion at  the Alexandra Hotel 
on Saturday October 29. 

Chairman Rory MacDonald 
welcomed guest Neil Wimberly 
and 49 others who had travelled 
from Carlisle, Edinburgh and 
Dunfermline as well as a large 
contingent from Inverness. 

Piper Graham Buchanan 
played ‘an excellent rendition’ 
of Cameron Highlanders’ regi-
mental tunes. 

Secretary Jimmy Smith said: 
‘We would like to thank staff 
at the Alexandra Hotel for 
excellent hospitality, Colin Ross 
for his generous raffle prize 
and others who donated raffle 
prizes, committee members 
and Helema Gibbons and her 
helpers.’

Spots and stripes across Lochaber as 
pupils dig deep for Children in Need

Above:
Banavie Primary School 

held a spotty teddy bears 
picnic for Children in Need. 
Photograph by Abrightside 

Photography.

Left: Gaelic school pupils 
dressed as characters from 

their favourite books for 
Childen in  Need.

Photograph: Abrightside 
Photography.

Clockwise from above left: Face painting at 
Lundavra Primary School.

Inverlochy Primary School’s spotty tuck 
shop. 

St Columbas Nursery and primary school 
made £330 for children in need.

Caol school in spots and stripes.

Spots were the theme of the day at Caol 
Nursery’s spotty play event. 

Some of the youngsters from the Gaelic 
school who dressed up for the day.

Photographs: Abrightside Photography.

Annual reunion of Cameron Highlanders
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“Cairngorm 
Windows 
were very 
professional 
in the fi tting...”

“...the 
aftercare 
has been 

superb.” 
- Mr & Mrs Hurst, 

Culloden
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The gravestones of Donkeyman, N Murai and 3rd 
O�  cer Jack Harriot near Cairnbaan. Photograph: Martin Briscoe

In May 1942 the death occurred in the Cairnbaan 
Camp of a prisoner called Nisaburo Murai who was 
buried in the Achnabreck cemetery between Cairnban 
and Lochgilphead. The inscription on his plain, grey 
stone, reads, ‘Donkeyman, N Murai, Japanese Forces, 
14th May 1942’. 

A donkeyman is a Merchant Navy term and means 
an assistant engineer. Although their countries were at 
war it was surely appropriate that Mr Murai was laid to 
rest alongside another merchant seaman, 3rd Officer 
Jack Herriot, who died on 30 September 1940 while 
serving aboard the SS Baron Vernon.

Of course there were POW camps in Argyll long 
before the First World War. The 13th century Duart 
Castle, on the Sound of Mull, is probably the best 
known. In 1588 Sir Lachlan Maclean of Duart made 
use of a number of Spaniards from the famous galleon 
which sank in Tobermory Bay in 1588. 

The vessel, the 800 ton, San Juan de Sicilia from the 
province of Ragusan, was on her way home to Spain 
from the great Armada reputably carrying a fabulous 
treasure. In return for provisioning her with fresh food 
and water, the Maclean chief borrowed 100 Spanish 
marines from her to wage war on his enemies. 

After the vessel went to the bottom some of the 
officers were thrown into Duart’s pit-prison to be used 
as hostages. 

Eventually they were released and sent back to Spain. 
Duart Castle is open to visitors who can still peer into 
the inhospitable prison and, thanks to modern tech-
nology, hear models of poor Spaniards groaning and 
calling down curses on their captors.

The recently restored Mingary Castle in nearby Ard-
namurchan, was another POW ‘camp’ with a dreadful 
prison.  

Three protestant ministers and their wives – one 
of whom was pregnant – were incarcerated there for 
three months in 1644. They had the misfortune to be 
caught up in the war between the Royalists and the 
Covenanters while travelling by ship between Ireland 
and Scotland. 

In a way they were lucky not to have been suspended 
from the battlements in an open wooden box in all 
weathers which was a fate reserved for some clergy-
men.  

One of the ministers who died in captivity, kept a 
diary which was carried on after his death by a fellow 
internee. From this unique record we learn something 
of the conditions prisoners were forced to put up with 
in these hell-holes. Ironically Mingary castle has be-
come a luxury hotel, with the prison now the castle’s 
wine cellar.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Prisoner-of-War camps in Argyll
CAMPS have been in the news a lot lately. In August 
a weekend of events and exhibitions was held in Kin-
lochleven to commemorate 100 years since the forma-
tion of a First World War  prisoner of war camp near 
the village. 

Two months later the huge Calais ‘Jungle’ migrant and 
refugee camp was dismantled and during Armistice 
Day and Remembrance Sunday there were frequent 
references to the Second World War internment camps 
in Europe and the Far East. I wonder though how many 
readers remember or even know that there was a Second 
World War Japanese prisoner of war camp and deten-
tion centre at Cairnbaan in Knapdale?

Recent research shows that when First World War 
began Great Britain, France and Italy purchased 
almost 200 fishing boats in Japan and converted them 
into mine-sweepers. They were delivered by Japanese 
crews who decided to stay in the UK and enlist in the 
Merchant Navy. 

Many married British girls with the result that the 
Japanese population in the UK increased from 500 to 
1,500 during the course of the 1914-18 war. 

At the outbreak of the Second World War there were 
790 Japanese males and 176 females living in Britain, 
excluding children under 16 and diplomatic personnel. 
Most of the seamen who sailed the fishing boats across 
in 1914 were taken to a detention camp on the Isle of 
Wight run by the Department of State and guarded by 
police. In 1941, 58 Japanese sailors, whose average age 
was 50, were transferred to a camp at Cairnbaan where, 
along with many Italians and Germans they were guard-
ed by the military. 

Questions were asked at the time why it was necessary 
to classify the Japanese as prisoners of war since they 
had worked for Britain during The First World War, 
married British girls and had made their homes here.

Locals used to tell of Italian and German escapees 
but remembered the Japanese as being very quiet and 
causing no problems. 

A civilian from Lochgilphead, who worked at the 
camp, recalled going out into the neighbouring forest 
with some of the prisoners to cut down timber for the 
camp fires. It seems the Japanese were ingenious and 
made wooden toys which sold well in the local shops, 
especially around Christmas. The Japanese seamen 
were treated much the same as their colleagues on the 
Isle of Wight. 

Conditions in both camps were different to some other 
prisons. Guards and prisoners ate the same food which 
was brought in from an outside caterer. The detainees, 
who had no great command of the English language and 
spoke through an interpreter, occupied a former youth 
centre while the guards lived in tents even in winter.

THE DEMOLITION of a 
disused Lochaber school  
has started.

Caol Primary School 
pupils moved into their new 
state-of-the-art campus ear-
lier this year alongside their 
St Columba’s counterparts.

Work is now under way 
to tear the old building 
down to make way for new 
parking and landscaping 
with the project set to finish 
early next year.

A Highland Council 
spokesperson said: ‘The 
demolition is on schedule. 

‘Demolition started last 
month with the interiors. 

‘The main parking area 
for the site and landscaping 
will be formed once the 

EFFORTS are being made to improve access to an 
important memorial in Ballachulish.

Kevin Smith told The Oban Times Ballachulish Com-
munity Council is in talks with the Forestry Commission 
with the intention of clearing the area around the memo-
rial to make access easier. Mr Smith added: ‘We are also 
arranging for funding to complete memorial repairs.’

The hope is that once the work to tidy up the surround-
ing area is complete, the memorial will be brought back 
in to use again.

A LOCAL author who wrote a book about a young lad 
brought up in Arisaig and Lochailort held a signing last 
week.

Angus MacDonald from Spean Bridge welcomed 
guests to the West Highland Museum night to talk about 
his book Ardnish Was Home. 

Angus answered questions and signed copies of the 
novel which was 12 years in the making and written as 
an acknowledgement to his upbringing where telling 
anecdotes was the norm as opposed to the modern world 
where people spend most of their lives on social media 
rather than discuss social history.

A SOCIAL enterprise 
in Kinlochleven received 
recognition at a Highland 
Council awards ceremony.

The Kinlochlovin’ project 
at Kinlochleven Academy 
won the Delivering for 
a Well-served Highland 
category. 

With a roll of just 143 as 
recently as four years ago, 
less than six per cent of 
pupils progressed to higher 
education. 

Kinlochlovin’ strives 

LOCHALSH held its Armistice parade and service on 
Sunday November 13.

Around 20 members of the Lochalsh branch of the 
Royal British Legion paraded and assembled with the 
colours at the village’s war memorial. They were led by 
Lochalsh Junior Pipe Band under Niall Stewart. Also 
on parade were Kyle cadets, Kyle fire brigade, Kyle 
ambulance, Lochalsh Red Cross, Police Scotland, the 
1st Lochalsh Scouts, Rainbows and Brownies.

The colour party comprised of Seamus Maguire, Rich-
ard Talbot and Paul Newton.

Bugler was Douglas Strachan from Breakish who 
played the last post and reveille which followed the two 
minutes silence. Parade commander was Captain Lloyd 
Burt of the cadets and the salute was taken by Lieutenant 
Commander Andy Will MBERN.  Niall Stewart played 
a lament and all the organisations present laid wreaths.

Terry Grant narrated the homily and Rev Duncan Bar-
wise conducted a short service watched by a large crowd.

Following the parade, a service, conducted by Rev D 
Barwise, was held in Kyle Church of Scotland. Soup, tea 
and sandwiches were served in the church hall.

SPEAN Bridge Primary School is taking part in a chal-
lenge to raise reading attainment.

The school is holding a series of events this week and 
next as part of the First Minister’s Reading Challenge. 

Organised in partnership with the local community 
and Spean Bridge Sustainability Project, the events will 
also mark Book Week Scotland.

Students have been sorting through books and iden-
tifying ‘great reads’ to keep and recommend to others. 
Books which are seldom selected will be donated to 
charity. 

The school also held a book fair which raised £903. 
This earned the school £543 in commission to spend on 
new library books. All classes and nursery youngsters 
will have the opportunity to choose these books.

Tomorrow (Thursday November 25) the library service 
is coming into school to work with with each class. They 
will also show the pupils how to choose and order books 
online, which can be collected from the library van when 
it visits the school.

HIGHLAND Alcohol 
and Drugs Partnership 
(HADP) is holding a live 
Facebook chat in the run-
up to the festive period.

The group of local ex-
perts are hoping to raise 
awareness of how people 
can stay safe and reduce 
the risk of overdose from 
drugs or alcohol at what 
can be for many a very busy 
and stressful time of year.

HADP co-ordinator 
Deborah Stewart said: ‘We 
would encourage people 
to get online and join us 

in a live Facebook chat to 
discuss ways to stay safe 
over the festive period.

‘Although the safest op-
tion is always to avoid using 
drugs or to drink sensibly, 
it is important that those 
unable to do so can access 
information that helps 
them and their friends to 
stay safe and reduce the 
risk of overdose.’ 

Ms Stewart continued: 
‘The Facebook chat aims 
to target people across the 
Highlands. 

‘Perhaps you’re a parent 

or a partner that is con-
cerned about a loved one 
who has a drug dependency 
and you want to learn more 
about harm reduction and 
how to prevent or respond 
to an overdose situation. 

‘We will provide an 
accessible session to ease 
concerns and answer ques-
tions.’

The HADP Facebook 
chat will take place on 
Thursday December 8 
between 6pm and 8pm on 
NHS Highland’s official 
Facebook page.

AN MSP has congratulated an 
award winning Lochaber inn on its 
forward-thinking and environmen-
tally-friendly approach to business.

Donald Cameron bestowed the 
credit on the Glenuig Inn, the recent 
recipient of a VIBES award. 

The representative for the High-
lands and Islands region said: ‘Not 

only has the Glenuig Inn reduced 
its CO2 emissions but, in doing so, 
is saving money demonstrating that 
being ‘green’ makes perfect business 
sense.

‘Situated on the coast in a most 
beautiful part of the Highlands, 
the Glenuig Inn has embraced the 
importance of the surrounding 

environment to its success and is 
championing a sustainable and envi-
ronmentally empathetic approach to 
business development. It’s fantastic 
to see their efforts being recognised 
through these awards and I congrat-
ulate them on their forward-thinking, 
environmentally-friendly approach to 
business development.’

A STORNOWAY-BASED 
educational resource or-
ganisation has been nomi-
nated for multiple awards.

Stòrlann Nàiseanta na 
Gàidhlig was recognised 
for three of the Daily 
Record’s Scottish Gaelic 
Awards.

Two of the nominations 
were from the Innovation 
in Education category – for 
learning resources Go! 
Gaelic and LASADH – 
and the third was for the 
event award for An t-All-
tan, the annual conference 
for teachers and early years 
staff in Gaelic Medium 
Education.

The Go! Gaelic pro-
gramme includes short 

films which were launched 
at this year’s Mòd nan 
Eilean Siar and star Katie 
MacInnes from Lewis who 
was invited to the awards 
ceremony.  

‘I’m honoured they’ve 
asked me,’ she said. ‘It’s 
so very nice of them. They 
didn’t have to invite me and 
I’m very excited to be a part 
of it.’

She added: ‘I absolutely 
loved the filming expe-
rience. I hadn’t done 
anything in front of camera 
before so it was a complete-
ly new experience. I loved 
getting to meet the people 
who work in Stòrlann. It’s a 
great, great organisation.’

LASADH is a website for 

teachers involved in Gaelic 
medium education. Led by 
two teachers from Skye, 
Gwen Culbertson and Mai-
ri Macdonald, LASADH is 
aimed at creating new pri-
mary school resources for 
Gaelic medium education 
and collating existing ones.

Western Isles MSP Alas-
dair Allan welcomed the 
nominations. ‘Stòrlann is 
an essential part of the de-
velopment of Gaelic medi-
um education throughout 
Scotland and is responsible 
for creating many of the re-
sources on which the sector 
relies, he said.

‘They are a great Hebrid-
ean success story, and well 
worthy of this recognition.’

A group turned out last Thursday to hear more about 
Ardnish Was Home, Angus MacDonald’s � rst published 

novel.

Spean Bridge

Ballachulish

Plockton

The Kinlochlovin’ team receive their award from Alastair Cappell from sponsor E.On Energy and host Norman MacLe-
od from STV News.

to ensure finance and 
rural isolation are not 
barriers to participation. 
In its first year, there has 
been a marked increase in 
involvement with 89 per 
cent of pupils taking part 
in a wide range of outdoor, 
adventure, sporting and 
enterprising activities.

These have included en-
tering Rock Challenge and 
taking part in the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, as well 
as a number of creative 

and fundraising projects 
such as a school upcycling 
group, a craft club and a 
Friday café run by pupils 
which promotes healthy 
eating. Young people have 
got involved in volunteering 
within their local commu-
nity and have embraced the 
chance to learn new skills 
and develop confidence.

One of the team said: 
Kinlochlovin’ has made 
me feel a better person as 
now I know how to do more 

things. I’ve learned skills 
I might use in life. I have 
helped make money to help 
people in the school and 
it makes me feel good. It 
makes me feel more confi-
dent about doing my work 
in school now.’

Students at the school are 
looking forward to their 
performance of A Midwinter 
Night’s Dream which will be 
performed from Tuesday 
December 6 until Thursday 
December 8.

Demolition work began last month. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan 

Photography.

old Caol Primary School is 
demolished. 

‘Full completion of park-
ing, footways and landscap-
ing will be complete by early 
spring 2017.

‘Temporary parking for 
both the new schools and 
the new community centre 
will continue to be fluid 
over the next few weeks as 
the demolition proceeds 
and we rearrange parking 
and access. 

‘We will be opening a 
larger temporary parking 
area within two weeks that 
will provide improved, tem-
porary parking and access 
for the schools, especially 
school staff, and for the 
community centre.’

Kinlochleven project delivers

Caol school gets knocked down

Stornoway

Partnership goes live with help   

Glenuig Inn’s green credentials praised by MSP
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A REFURBISHMENT costing 
more than £850,000 looks to be 
on the cards for Fort William’s 
Nevis Centre, despite an almost 
50 per cent cut in funding.

Last Friday (November 18), 
the Highland Council’s Ed-
ucation, Children and Adult 
Services Committee (ECAS) 
held a special meeting to 
discuss third sector funding, 
where it was agreed that the 
Nevis Centre would see funding 
‘slashed’ from around £166,000 
in 2016/17 to £91,000 in 2018/19.

But cuts have not deterred the 
centre from announcing refur-
bishment plans which could take 
place over the next three years. 

Sheana Fraser, chairwoman 
of the board at Linnhe Leisure, 
which operates the centre, told 
The Oban Times: ‘We had our 
AGM last week and the auditors 
are pleased with the progress we 
have made in the past year and 
they have no major concerns 
about the reductions, although 
we will obviously have to look at 
how we make economies.’

Ms Fraser, however, noted 
that the building ‘badly needed’ 
repairs to the roof, which look 
to cost more than £300,000. She 

said: ‘There is water coming in 
from the roof in several loca-
tions – it’s really bad. 

‘The roof is the main thing 
in the refurbishment plans 
because it’s in such a bad state. 
It’s over 20 years old and at the 
end of its useful life.’

Ms Fraser said that they would 
be applying to various funding 
organisations to obtain the 
money needed for the work.

The centre is set to hold the 
Royal National Mòd next year 
and Ms Fraser said: ‘The Mòd 
is normally held in well-kept 
buildings and the Nevis Centre 
just looks so tired.’

Caol and Mallaig councillor 
Ben Thompson added: ‘The re-
cent AGM of the Nevis Centre 
was quite positive in some ways 
despite the grim news about 
the reduction in council grant 
support.

‘The board is aiming to get the 
Nevis Centre in a fit state for 
the Mòd next September. Fort 
William will be on show that 
week and I think it’s important 
our premier entertainment ven-
ue offers an attractive welcome 
for the thousands of visitors who 
will descend on the town.’

Nevis Centre in line 
for £850,000 work

CalMac passengers 
reach fi ve million
PASSENGER numbers and 
revenues both increased over 
the past year, according to the 
latest David MacBrayne Ltd 
annual report and accounts. 

The ferry and port operator, 
parent company of CalMac Fer-
ries Ltd, reported passengers up 
by two per cent to five million 
and vehicles by nine per cent 
to 1.2 million for 2015/16. Total 
turnover increased from £172 
million to £190 million.  

David MacBrayne’s chair-
man, David McGibbon, said: 
‘This has been another hugely 
successful year. It has been 
particularly satisfying for me 
personally to be at the helm 
during such transformational 
and exciting times for the com-
pany. We really are going from 
strength to strength. 

‘Among a year of highlights, 
winning the Clyde and Hebrides 
Ferry Service (CHFS) contract 
is the stand-out experience for 
me. The uncertainty that has 
surrounded the company since 
the tender process began has 
been unsettling for everyone 
connected to the CalMac fam-
ily. 

‘But our bid was recognised as 

both compelling and innovative 
in meeting the needs of commu-
nities, customers, stakeholders, 
our partner agencies and the 
Scottish Government, while of-
fering best value to the taxpayer. 
In summary, we were simply the 
best company for the job.’

Despite growth in both carry-
ings and revenue, the company 
made a loss of £4.6 million for 
the year, up from £2.3 million 
over the previous 12 months. 

According to the company, 
this was driven by planned 
investment in new technology to 
improve customer service and 
business development activities, 
including the team to secure the 
successful CHFS tender, and 
support the bid and transition 
costs to run Marchwood Mili-
tary Port in Hampshire, as part 
of a new joint venture, Solent 
Gateway Ltd.  

‘Winning the Marchwood deal 
will provide a regular income 
stream for the company over 
the long term and is a great 
marker for the future expansion 
ambitions of the company,’ said 
Mr McGibbon. 

‘We were up against some of 
the biggest port and harbour 

operators in the UK and I’m 
delighted that we have secured 
what is a 35-year concession 
from the Ministry of Defence 
to support the army and to devel-
op commercial opportunities at 
the port. It is huge endorsement 
of our harbour handling and 

logistics management expertise.
‘Total numbers employed by 

the company rose from 1,482 
to 1,568 over the course of the 
year. 

‘Other highlights from the 
accounts showed that the 
Guardian newspaper voted us 

ferry operator of the year in the 
UK, with the Independent going 
one better and awarding us best 
ferry operator internationally. 
The company was also well 
represented the Scottish Trans-
port Awards winning Frontline 
Employee of the Year.’

2016 has been a bumper year for CalMac in terms of passengers and vehicles.

After a storm, my Dad makes 
sure everyone’s electricity is on

We’re ready for winter. Are you?

Get our free 
Power Track App

Keep your
phone charged 

Get ready at ssen.co.uk

@ssencommunity0800 300 999 /ssencommunity

An Oban mum whose heart went out to a family in England whose son may not live until 
Christmas due to cancer, has put her Christmas decorations up early. Tracy Gilmour, pictured 
with her partner Malcolm Kerr, said: ‘This is not about me – it’s about this family whose whole 

village have put up their decorations early to show the love for a wee family who are facing life 
without their son. They are making every moment count. Many people would wish they could 

have the chance to make every moment special.’ Kieran Maxwell, 18, of Heighington, near  
Darlington, has refused another gruelling round of chemotherapy after it emerged the rare 

terminal cancer he has battled for years has spread to his heart and lungs.

Festive message of support for Kieran

Council considers options for 
Millpark site following fi re  
A FIRE recently at Millpark, 
Oban, may give Argyll and Bute 
Council the opportunity to sell 
off excess land and allow a de-
veloper to move into the town.

A source close to the council 
leadership told The Oban Times 
this week that the authority 
has already started to consider 
selling off the town centre 
land and moving the majority 
of roads and amenity staff to 
Jackson’s Quarry.

The fire at Millpark devas-
tated council property to an 
estimated value of £5 million. 

Property and a large storage 
building for vehicles and 
equipment were destroyed. 
Neighbours as far away as 
Soroba heard explosions of gas 
canisters through the night.

Every member of staff who 
works on the site has been inter-
viewed by police as they try to 
determine whether the fire was 
a criminal act.

Police say it is unlikely the 
building at the site will be 
able to be entered again due 

to its dangerous and fragile 
state and therefore the crime 
scene will need to be demol-
ished.

Insurance loss adjusters 
continue to work with the local 
authority, police and fire au-
thorities on the site to come up 
with an accurate sum of monies 
lost.

Disgruntled staff members 
have said they are disappointed 
that senior members of man-
agement have not been to visit 
the site in spite of it being the 
largest and most devastating 
fire to happen in the area for 
decades.

One man said: ‘It is as if they 
are just not bothered. 

‘You will not believe the 
amount of pressure we are all 
working under to continue to 
deliver a service, but we haven’t 
had a thanks for pulling out all 
the stops from anyone.

‘To be fair, Councillor Mc-
Cuish has been up to see us. He 
has taken an interest at least.’

Staff members have been 
moved to Jackson’s Quarry near 
the auction mart. 

Reports of accident near 

misses due to the huge increase 
in the number of vehicle move-
ments in the area were being 
made by staff members in all the 
surrounding businesses.

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘It is too 
early to say exactly what will 
happen with the site and what 
caused the fire. 

‘The damaged buildings are 
currently in the process of being 
demolished. 

‘The fire service and the police 
continue with their investigation 
and we are in discussions with 
our loss adjusters about the next 
steps. 

‘Staff are currently delivering 
services out of Jackson’s Quarry 
and the council offices on 
Albany Street. 

‘Obviously our immediate 
focus has been on restoring and 
maintaining services.

‘Now that things are back on 
track, we will begin to develop 
future options for the Mill Lane 
depot site. 

‘We continue to engage with 
staff who have been affected 
by the fire through our normal 
internal channels.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Couple may have 
slipped on ice

Oban Christmas 
tree size row

Lifeboat rescues 
stricken crew
ISLAY RNLI lifeboat Helmut 
Schroder of Dunlossit   was 
called out to help a local creel 
� shing boat drifting four miles 
o�  Coull Point on Monday, 
whose propeller had been 
fouled by a rope.

Due to good weather condi-
tions the lifeboat was readily 
able to attach a rope and tow 
the vessel back to her home of 
Port Askaig.

A SOCIAL media argument about 
the size of Oban’s Christmas tree 
reached boiling point this week.

On The Oban Times Facebook 
page, readers were asked wheth-
er the Argyll Square tree was ‘too 
wee’. A straw poll saw an equal 
number of readers who liked the 
tree to those who don’t.

Delays to contractors working 
on the Christmas lights meant 
moments before the annual 
reindeer parade began displays 
were still being worked on.

Children invited to switch on 
the lights found themselves 
without anything to do as they 
were switched on automatically 
before the countdown began.  

A COUPLE from the Isle of Lewis 
found dead outside their home 
last Friday are believed to have 
slipped on ice. 

Police Scotland con� rmed the 
deaths of 73-year-old Donald 
MacMillan and his wife Morag, 
67, who ran the Post O�  ce at 
Gravir, was being treated as 
unexplained and that the inves-
tigation into the circumstances 
was continuing. 

THE SCOTTISH Court Ser-
vice has confirmed an Oban 
man is out on bail pending ap-
peal against his sentence after 
he pled guilty to intent to supply 
amphetamines and possession 
of cannabis.

Lawrie Campbell, 52, 7 Jura 
Road, Soroba, Oban, was grant-
ed bail on November 16 and was 
released from jail on temporary 

bail while the Sheriff Appeal 
Court assesses his claim. It will 
take two to three weeks for his 
case to be reviewed. 

Campbell was sentenced to 
seven months in jail on Novem-
ber 7. He and a co-accused, who 
also pled guilty, were stopped by 
police in Oban after a tip off from 
a witness who said there had been 
an exchange of a package.

Police then stopped the co-ac-
cused after he had handed over 
a package to Campbell. When 
police opened the plastic bag, 
it had within it £1,600 worth 
of amphetamines. Campbell 
said half the package was for 
his personal use. He said his 
family did not know that he 
had a 15-year-long addiction to 
amphetamines. 

Drug dealer out on bail pending appeal

TIMESLINE
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Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Days gone by – Oban Flower Club

Glasgow Letter

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

This week’s picture from the past takes us back to March 1993. Mrs Margaret Falconer, left, president of Oban Flower 
Club, presents a � oral tribute to Mrs Calman Cathro, centre, from Dundee, assited by Mrs Maimie Morrison, the club’s 

treasurer. Mrs Cathro was guest speaker at the � ower club’s annual dinner held in McTavish’s

A weekend to 
remember
Unable to attend the Tiree Gathering 
concert on Thursday night, I settled 
down to try to catch as much of it as 
I could online – taking advantage of 
the fact it was being streamed live on 
Facebook.

Unfortunately, however, my Adobe 
flash player broke down at an inop-
portune moment and my attempts to 
experience any of the concert were 
foiled. Technology has always been a 
mystery to me. 

I hear the concert was a fantastic 
success, despite my frustrations on 
my computer, and it heralded the 
beginning of a great weekend. 

The following evening I was playing 
in the Park Bar while Trail West were 
playing for the dance in the GU. 
The Park was mobbed with Tirisdich 
preparing to head up the Kelvin Way 
to the dance. 

At the beginning of the evening, 
there were 20 tickets left behind the 
bar. Those tickets soon sold like hot 
cakes, meaning the dance was a com-
plete sell-out. 

The following day, Gunna Sound en-
tertained the Park Bar all afternoon 
and evening, while I played with Tide 
Lines in the art school for the band’s 
first ever Glasgow show – which was a 
thoroughly enjoyable night for us. 

On the Sunday, Trail West took to 
the Park Bar stage and many gathered 
to hear the music, have a dram and 
reminisce about what was a truly 
wonderful weekend down here in 
Glasgow.

The 151st Glasgow 
Skye annual concert
A YEAR after their massive 150th 
anniversary gathering celebration, the 
Glasgow Skye Association is prepar-
ing for another great night of music on 
Friday December 2. 

Its annual gathering concert begins 
in the Glasgow University Union at 
7.30pm and features a star-studded 
line-up of singers, including Eilidh 
Cormack, Catriona MacNeil, James 
Graham and Calum Alex Macmillan. 

The singers will be accompanied 
by Alan Kitchen, while Ian Smith on 
accordion is the instrumentalist for 
the evening. 

The audience will also be treated 
to a few sets from association piper 
John Gillies, as well as tunes from the 
Glasgow Skye Association Pipe Band 
led by Pipe Major Ewan Henderson. 

The guest of honour this year is 
Hugh Dan MacLennan, who, I’m 
sure, will have many interesting sto-
ries to tell. 

When the concert comes to an end, 

the dance will begin at approximately 
10.30pm to the sound of Trail West, 
who will play until 2am. 

Going by how good the Glasgow 
Skye was last year, this is a night not 
to be missed.

What’s on
Thursday November 24: Comunn an 
Taobh-an-Iar haggis supper in the 
Ellangowan Social Club.
Saturday November 26: An Comunn 
Collach, the Coll Association, annual 
buffet and ceilidh in the National 
Piping Centre, McPhater Street.
Friday December 2: Glasgow Skye 
Association annual gathering in the 
Glasgow University Union – concert 
commencing at 7.30pm.
Friday December 9: Clydebank 
Highlanders cèilidh in the Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick. 

Pub scene
Park Bar
Friday November 25: Scott Harvey.
Saturday November 26: Trail West.
Sunday November 27: Scott Harvey.
Islay Inn
Friday November 25: Deep River.
Saturday November 26: The 
Raggaels.
Wednesday November 30: quiz night.

Discrimination 
against islanders
Sir,
I have a long-held question on the words 
community and community rights.

I want to know what the word commu-
nity actually entails in legal terms, and 
also what community rights are.

I am an indigenous islander who, not 
being a tenant crofter, does not have the 
right to cut peats, among many other 
disadvantages, such as having access to 
an interest-free loan and a 50 percent 
grant to build a house. I’d have to, as I 
have done, take out a bank loan. But I 
went to the same school and the same 
church and played and mixed socially 
with all the local folk who had those 
rights. Is that discrimination?

As I see it, our present population 
crises may well have been averted if the 
laws and the government agencies had 
taken all born and bred islanders under 
their community rights schemes, rather 
than one of the brothers getting the 
family croft, and the rest having to go to 
the mainland or further away, including 
emigrating, owing to a lack of rights in 
their own back yards.

It amazes me that even now, with 
so many government agencies and 
academics running various groups, 
this issue has not even been talked 
about, never mind being part of this 
‘community’. What community?

I see quite a lot of folk excluded 
from those communities and I know 
there is enough land in all parts of the 
Highlands and Islands that could easily 
have been divided to ensure it was not 
just one of the brothers who would have 
land but all. And that also means rights 
to buy, rights to cut peats, rights to take 
sand and shingle off the beach and a 
right to an interest-free loan.

The word community is meaningless 
as it only takes in a certain group and 
community rights only apply to a few. 

I certainly feel discriminated against 
in my own backyard as I’m of the same 
indigenous blood, the same culture, 
know the same stories and songs, and 
went to the same churches and school.

I know the government and other 
agencies have been embroiled in land 
reform for umpteen years but, sadly, 
quite a few issues were never spoken 
about, and I believe that if the issue had 
been addressed at least half a century 
ago, our islands may well not have seen 
population decline.

I think this wrong should be righted.
Angus Campbell,
 Garrynamoine, South Uist.

Permission for house 
should be rescinded
Sir,
If I want to build a house in Argyll, I 
must prepare a map of the existing 
arrangement and a plan showing my 
proposal. 

I must follow the planning rules and 
guidelines or explain in detail why I 
want to deviate from them. 

Then I present these documents to 
Argyll and Bute Council’s Planning 
Department for its assessment. With its 
approval, I go on to build according to 
the proposal.

But if I am a major building company, 
it’s quite different. It uses an obsolete 
map of the existing arrangement. It de-
viates from the planning guidelines but 
doesn’t mention it. And when it builds, 
it’s different from the plan.

When all the mistakes are eventually 
uncovered, the council says ‘sorry’ to 
afflicted neighbours but ‘carry on’ to 
the errant builder.

So while neighbours suffer intolerable 
intrusion, the builder keeps on profiting 
from flouting the rules. When sleepy 
councillors examine the case, nothing 
changes.

There is a remedy available to the 
council. It must rescind the planning 
consent that was awarded in 2014 for 
the house too close to Duriehill in Con-
nel because the application was faulty.

Derek Wilkinson,
Lora House Upper, Connel.

Council regularly 
� outs planning rules
Sir,
Argyll and Bute Council may be flout-
ing planning rules in Connell (‘Anger 
mounts over flouting of planning rules 
for Connel house’, The Oban Times, 
November 10) but why the surprise? 

Here in Oban, the only council rules 
are to ignore everything and tramp all 
over residents.

Historically, the destruction of the 
railway station led to the town losing 
millions a year in tourism revenue and 
the authority is now bent on making the 
south side into another Ardrossan.

Pulpit Hill is designated a special built 
environment area and all new building is 
banned. There is a new Mack Mansion 
being built though that flouts planning 
rules as it is well within 30 metres of a 
blind corner. Despite under-building 
being banned, we have another new 
huge home on a four-metre high block 
of concrete.

These carbuncles, as Prince Charles 
would call them, do not blend into 
the townscape. But until the authority 
makes many areas in the county into 
conservation areas, residents will lose 
out and businesses will lose out because 
tourists like attractive places.

Mike Foster,
Sannox, Crannaig a Mhinister,
Oban.

Abolishing homework 
is drastic measure
Sir,
It was with great sadness and disap-
pointment that I learned that Inverlochy 
Primary School, which I attended, has 
made the decision to abolish homework.

As a teacher myself, I know only too 
well the importance of homework as a 
vital tool to allow pupils to consolidate 
their learning, further develop their 
skills and give parents the opportunity 
to participate in their child’s education.

Changes perhaps do need to be made 
to the types of homework issued and 
teachers (myself included) must start to 
think carefully and creatively to ensure 
homework tasks are indeed valuable, 
manageable and not time-consuming.

The decision to abolish traditional 

homework is somewhat drastic and I 
feel the baby has well and truly been 
thrown out with the bath water.

I fear the pupils of Inverlochy Primary 
are being done a disservice here by not 
offering them homework and estab-
lishing a learning routine that will be 
required when they reach secondary 
school and beyond. 

I am glad to hear parents and pupils 
were consulted in this decision but 
ultimately the decision lies with the 
head teacher and they need to be held 
accountable for this and be in no doubt 
this is the correct course of action for 
their pupils and that it will have a pos-
itive effect, particularly on literacy and 
numeracy skills.

We may not always want to do home-
work just like, as children, we may not 
always want to eat the things that are 
good for us, but that does not mean we 
should not to do it as the benefits are 
crucial in our development.

Sean Stirling,
Secondary school teacher and
former Inverlochy Primary pupil.

Gaelic road signs do 
not help the language
Sir,
Your correspondent with the pseudo 
Gaelic names (Arra Mac a’ Phearsain 
Mac Gill’ Fheisteir, The Oban Times, 
November 17) writing in support of 
Gaelic road signs states ‘that there isn’t 
a significant cost implication for adding 
the Gaelic’. 

Clearly this is nonsense as every road 
sign in Scotland had to be replaced to 
achieve this aim. If they really wished 
to promote Gaelic, it might have been 
better to spend this money on Gaelic 
education rather than confusing our 
tourists with unhelpful Gaelic signs. 

It is sad that previous generations did 
their best to destroy Gaelic culture but 
there is no way of turning the clock back 
now, and certainly not with Gaelic signs.

Professor Colin Davidson,
Tigh nan Eilean, Ardfern.

Money from Argyll to 
be spent elsewhere
Sir,
The SNP’s tax grab plans have been re-
vealed, with Argyll and Bute losing out 
on £1.2 million. This is how the SNP’s 
attainment fund – which took council 
tax proceeds from one area to invest in 
another – is planned to play out. This is 
an insult to local democracy.

As well as people in Argyll and Bute 
having to pay on average an extra £300 
a year in council tax, much of that won’t 
even be spent here in Argyll and Bute. 
Argyll and Bute taxpayers will now be 
funding councils in Glasgow and West 
Dunbartonshire.  Keep in mind that the 
SNP is hoping to win control of those 
two council areas that it is planning to 
funnel Argyll and Bute’s council tax to.

How SNP politicians can say people in 
Argyll and Bute are better served by the 
hare-brained scheme of taking money 
away from our council and giving it to 
other councils is beyond me. 

Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Social media
THERE was a considerable amount 
of comment about Oban’s Christmas 
tree in Argyll Square.
Elizabeth Mcdougall praised: ‘I like it. 
My kids like it. It does have lights on it. 
It is a pretty Christmas tree. I don’t get 
the problem.’
Murdo MacKenzie posted: ‘If they 
had spent a fortune on one in times of 
austerity and council cuts we’d all be 
having a hissy � t.’
Margaret Menassa lamented: 
‘Thrown out better after Christmas. So 
bad they haven’t even put lights on it 
so as not to draw attention to it.’

Leigh Laird Macniven wrote: ‘Look at 
the end of the day it’s a tree and not 
long after the council yard went on � re 
maybe they have more pressing things 
to spend money on.
Grant Addison said: ‘Think it’s � ne 
Oban itself is looking brilliant right now 
we should appreciate what we have.’
Raema Stevenson suggested: ‘If thats 
the only thing people have to complain 
about ... its really quite sad ... Oban has 
never looked so good.’
James Strang posted: ‘Didn’t even 
notice that there was one.’
Arlene Campbell said: ‘Seriously get a 

life – if it was too big folk would moan. 
People in this town are too hard to 
please!’
Jenny Low wrote: ‘Nothing wrong 
with the tree.’
Shirley Brander blasted: ‘It’s a dis-
grace.’
Helen Pearson wrote: ‘It looked nice 
when we drove through the square 
tonight.’
John DM Kerr quipped: ‘Some dogs 
are refusing to Pee on it.’
Jack Low moaned: ‘more like a bush 
thats been draged through a hedge 
backwards.’

FEUMAIDH COMHAIRLI-
CHEAN an cridheachan a chru-
adhachadh a’ co-dhùnadh air gear-
raidhean sheirbheisean gus cunntasan 
an ùghdarrais aca a chothromachadh.  

Ach tuigidh duine ciallach sam bith 
nach fhuiling buidseatan poblach 
fàsgadh bliadhna an dèidh bliadhna 
gun sin buaidh a thoirt air ìre nan 
seirbheisean.  

Nam fhianais air tubaist rathaid 
madainn Dhihaoine seo chaidh 
chunna mi mar a dh’fhaodas cuid 
de cho-dhùnaidhean Chomhairlean 
a bhith nan cunnart dha muinntir 
nan coimhearsnachdan a tha iad a’ 
frithealadh.

Bha reothadh cruaidh air taobh an 
iar an Eilein Sgiathanaich  madainn 
Dhihaoine ach cha deach speilgean 
salainn no gainmhich air an rathad 
chaol shingilte a tha a’ ceangal sgìre 
Ghlinn Dail agus Bhoi’reig ris an 
t-saoghal a-muigh. 

Mu thimcheall leth-uair an dèidh a 
h-ochd thàinig càr air deigh dhubh air 
an rathad ann an Sgianaidean agus 
chrìochnaich an càr air a bheul-fodha 
air Drochaid Allt nan Luideig. 

Gu fortanach cha deach an dithis a 
bh’ anns a’ chàr an goirteachadh idir, 

ach dìreach dà charbad air an cùlaibh 
bha càr sgoile làn chloinne. 

Gu nàdarra bha ceist gu math 
draghail air dràibhear a’ chàir sin a 
thaobh dè bh’ air tachairt nan robh e 
fhèin air bualadh air an deigh ud. 

Tha uallach mòr air a h-uile neach 
a tha an urra ri cloinn dhaoine eile 
a ghiùlan air ais ‘s air adhart gu sgoil-
tean agus tha an t-uallach sin gu math 
nas motha ann an suidheachadh far 
nach eil rathaidean sàbhailte. 

Am bheil oifigearan nan comhair-
lean a’ cur an cuimhne nam ball gum 
bheil caomhnaidhean air sailleadh 
rathaidean a’ toirt buaidh air an 
dleastanas a th’ air an ùghdarras a 
thaobh foghlam chloinne agus an 
cuid sàbhailteachd fhad ’s a tha sin ga 
dhèanamh. 

‘S e pàirt den trioblaid uabhasach 
a th’ aig comhairlean gum bheil 
uimhir de na seirbheisean a tha iad 
a’ lìbhrigeadh a’ fighe na chèile gu ìre 
mhòr. 

Ann an cuid a sheaghan tha sin dol 
a chiallachadh an luach as fheàrr dha 
luchd-pàighidh chìsean, ach aig an 
aon àm agus mar a bha fìor a rèir 
choltais an seo, thug co-dhùnadh a 
thaobh buidseat rathaidean buaidh 

chunnartach air seirbheis foghlaim 
Chomhairle na Gàidhealtachd, gun 
ghuth air mar a chaidh an sgìre a 
ghearradh dheth gu tur fad còrr air trì 
uairean a thìde.

Chan eil fiosam dè na tha a’ Chom-
hairle a’ caomhnadh air sailleadh nan 
rathaidean, ach saoilidh mi nach b’ 
iongnadh ged a bhiodh cuid a phàran-
tan draghail mun cuid cloinne. Cha 
ghabh luach cur orrasan!

 
WHEN a car hit black ice on the 
untreated Glendale Road in Skye last 
Friday morning, the occupants were 
mercifully uninjured. 

But their car, on its roof on a bridge 
at Skinidin, blocked access to several 
hundred homes for over three hours. 

More worrying was the fact that 
the vehicle involved in the accident 
was being closely followed by a car 
carrying children to school in Dun-
vegan.

It is little wonder that concern is 
being expressed that the Highland 
Council’s policy on winter road treat-
ment may be putting lives at risk.

 
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan 

Campbell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

There is great sadness at the death this month of Ron-
nie MacKellaig at the age of 88. 

Ronnie, as we report in this week’s Oban Times, grew 
up, married and spent his whole life in Glenfinnan.

For the MacKellaig family, these are difficult times, 
but they can take some comfort from the knowledge that 
Ronnie was held in the highest regard possible, as was 
made manifest by the awarding to him of an MBE.

There are few better examples in this modern age of 
a life of dedication and selflessness. Ronnie served as 

secretary of the Glenfinnan Gathering for almost 70 
years, starting at just 17 and continuing right up to the 
age of 86.

He was, too, a great supporter of, and advocate for, the 
Gaelic language, and was a regular and successful com-
petitor at the Mòd, both as an instrumentalist and singer.

It is especially poignant for his family that Ronnie and 
his wife Margaret would have celebrated their golden 
wedding anniversary the day after his funeral.

Our condolences go to Ronnie’s family.
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Family 
visit Billy 
in India

Thief left 
hotel key 
at scene 
of crime

BILLY IRVING’S father Jim and 
brother Jamie arrived in India 
this week to visit the Connel man 
imprisoned in Chennai with five 
other British ex-army servicemen 
on firearms charges. 

‘Jamie hasn’t seen his brother in 
three years and I have no doubt 
it will be a incredible reunion 
when they finally see one another 
again,’ wrote Billy’s fiancée 
Yvonne MacHugh on their cam-
paign Facebook page, Bring Billy 
Back. 

‘Billy, Jamie and Colin aren’t 
just brothers they are best friends, 
and as close as brothers could pos-
sibly be. It’s been incredibly hard 
for Jim and Margaret to see their 
son in prison, but equally hard for 
Jamie and Colin, knowing there 
is very little they or any of us can 
do to free him. This visit will be 
a massive morale boost for Billy.’

A visitor also reported how 
surprisingly ‘positive and upbeat’ 
Billy was in prison, when he could 
be ‘licking the walls’.

A MAN who left his hotel key 
at a crime scene was caught 
red-handed by police officers 
with stolen goods sleeping 
outside the door of his accom-
modation.

Graham MacGillivray, 41, was 
sentenced to two years in prison 
when he appeared at Oban Sher-
iff Court on Monday.

MacGillivray pled guilty to 
striking a window of The Gem 
Box on Oban’s Esplanade with 
an axe before breaking into a 
car and stealing money, an air 
freshener and  chocolate coins 
on December 12 last year.

Police were alerted to the 
crime after CCTV footage 
showed MacGillivray and two 
accomplices attempting to 
break into the shop shortly after 
2.29am.

The men had booked into a 
nearby hotel and were witnessed 
by hotel staff coming and going 
out the hotel and behaving sus-
piciously.

MacGillivray said he had 
found the axe on the street. 

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty said that police had tried to 
speak to MacGillivray about the 
crime but he was not in his hotel 
room. 

They later discovered that 
after breaking into the car, he 
had gone to a party in the town.

But police had retrieved his 
hotel key and fingerprints from 
a can of beer MacGillivray had 
‘enjoyed’ in the car before he 
made off with £100 in £1 coins, 
chocolate coins and a car air 
freshener.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
sentenced MacGillivray to two 
years in prison.

POLICE
FILES
A DOG died after becoming 
unwell on a walk at Fishnish, Isle 
of Mull, but after an extensive 
search police o�  cers do not 
believe there is any foul play.

The dog became ill after walk-
ing in the forest with its owner 
and two other dogs. The pet was 
taken immediately to the vet 
on the island who diagnosed a 
number of conditions.

The dog was then taken home 
by its owner where it died in the 
early hours of Sunday morning.

A police constable in conjunc-
tion with Forestry Commission 
Scotland searched the area for 
any signs of poison but nothing 
untoward was found. There are 
no reports of illness in other 
dogs. 

A 39-YEAR-OLD man was ar-
rested for allegedly assaulting 
another man in the Quarry 
Road area of Oban on Novem-
ber 15. A report has been sent 
to the procurator � scal.

A MAN was removed from Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles hospital on No-
vember 15 shortly after 10.45pm 
after allegedly assaulting a mem-
ber of sta� . The 46-year-old was 
kept in custody and a report has 
been sent to the procurator � scal. 

A THEFT from a commercial 
property in the Lochavullin 
area of Oban is being inves-
tigated. The break-in was 
between 6pm on November 16 
and 9am the next day. Anyone 
who saw anything suspicious 
should contact PC Danny 
MacBeth on 101.

A 25-YEAR-OLD man has been 
reported to the procurator � scal 
for allegedly possessing a class A 
drug on the Esplanade in Oban at 
4.30pm on November 17.

A 35-YEAR-OLD man has been 
reported to the procurator 
� scal for an altercation that al-
legedly happened in a pub on 
Soroba Road, Oban, on Friday 
November 18. 

A DRIVER speeding at 78mph in 
a 50mph zone at Arrivain near 
Tyndrum on November 19 has 
been reported to the � scal.

Carcasses washed up on 
island ‘not polar bears’

Crofting faces ‘catastrophe’

Mary’s Meals founder is 
honoured for charity work

A TRIO OF carcasses washed 
up on the Island of Colonsay 
are not likely to be the re-
mains of off-track polar bears 
stranded on an ice float – but 
are much more likely to be the 
remains of a deceased whale.

Last week some national 
media reported sightings of 
what was believed to be polar 
bears on the West Coast island 
due to the fur-like material 
covering their bones.

But the national expert 
in this field, Nick Davison, 
strandings co-ordinator for  
the Scottish Marine Animal 
Stranding Scheme, said: ‘We 
are confident that these are 
highly autolysed [self-digest-
ed] cetacean carcases. 

‘The fur referred to in the 

article is decomposing blubber, 
which becomes stringy in 
appearance as the lipids from 
the blubber are drained away 
leaving the collagen fibres. 
Once the bones are exposed we 
may be able to identify these an-
imals to a species level with help 
from the experts at the National 
Museum for Scotland.

‘From the photos that were 
sent to us when the animals 
were first reported back in 
August, we cannot see the car-
casses having any limbs, or fur, 
or a skull with teeth that would 
identify them as any species of 
the Ursus family. 

‘Polar bears reach a max-
imum length of about 2.5 
meters. Their nearest habitat 
is 1,597 miles away from 

Scotland, and, although keen 
swimmers, this distance vastly 
exceeds the record swim of 
400 miles, and the current 
water temperatures around 
Scotland are about 11 to 12 
degrees Celsius making ice-
floats very unsuitable liferafts. 

‘Given that the carcasses on 
Colonsay are approx three 
meters each yet are incomplete 
without a skull, and that a 
polar bear either swimming 
or floating such distances 
is logistically impossible, 
makes the possibility of one 
polar bear reaching Scotland 
in an identifiable condition 
highly questionable not to 
mention three, of a similar 
size, on one small island off 
the West Coast.’

THE Royal Scottish Geo-
graphical Society has named 
Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow 
OBE from Dalmally as the 
recipient of its latest Living-
stone Medal in recognition of 
his dedication to changing the 
lives of millions of children 
across the world through the 
work of Mary’s Meals.  

The Livingstone Medal, 
awarded for an outstanding 
contribution to humanitarian 
work with a geographical di-
mension, recognises Magnus’s 
work over the past 15 years to 
take Mary’s Meals from a sim-
ple idea to a major charity that 
feeds more than one million 
school children in 12 countries 
around the world every day. 

Magnus was awarded his 
medal by RSGS board mem-
ber Vanessa Collingridge at an 
event held in Glasgow Univer-
sity on November 16.

The Livingstone Medal was 
endowed by RSGS co-founder 
Agnes Livingstone-Bruce in 
memory of her father, Dr David 
Livingstone and was first 
awarded in 1901 to explorer 

Sir Harry H Johnston. Since 
1901, the medal has only been 
awarded a further 66 times. 

Recently the RSGS Living-
stone Medal was awarded to 
Annie Lennox for her work to 
raise awareness of HIV/Aids. In 
her acceptance speech she men-
tioned admiration for Magnus. 

It is fitting that the last two 
Livingstone Medallists, Annie 
and now Magnus, are being 
recognised for their work in 
the very country in which 

Livingstone himself did most 
of his work, Malawi.

Speaking about receiving the  
medal, Magnus said: ‘When 
we began this work, we wanted 
to bring hope to people in 
desperate situations and help 
them to change their lives 
for the better. Now there is a 
global movement of people, 
all working towards the same 
goal – that every child receives 
one daily meal in their place of 
education.’

THE CHAIRMAN of the 
Crofting Commission has asked 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
to outline her position on the 
allocation of millions of pounds 
worth of cash that he believes 
has been allocated unlawfully 
to grazings committees.

Crofting Commissioner Colin 
Kennedy said there is going to 
have to be ‘a dirty day’ to sort out 
the misunderstandings within the 
Scottish Government.

Mr Kennedy said: ‘Whether 
known or unknown, the govern-
ment has been acting against 

legal advice,’ which, he said, 
was received by the Crofting 
Commission. ‘Subsequently, the 
Scottish Government has been 
funding multi-million-pound 
projects on crofting land against 
advice the Crofting Commis-
sion had received,’ he added.

Mr Kennedy said a number 
of  grazings committees have 
been applying for and accepting 
Scottish Rural Development 
Programme (SRDP) cash with no 
legal entitlement to do so, under 
section 48 (1) of the Crofters Act.

Mr Kennedy added: ‘The 
commission received legal opin-
ion from Sir Crispin Agnew QC 
in late June. ‘His opinion at that 

time was that grazings commit-
tees are not eligible to claim 
SRDP.’ Mr Kennedy outlined 
his position to The Oban Times: 
‘This matter is not going to 
simply vanish and I will ensure 
these issues will be resolved.

‘Officials advising the First 
Minister and her cabinet min-
isters will need to modify their 
position to stem a catastrophic 
situation emerging in crofting.

‘I am not willing to allow my rep-
utation to continue to be trashed 
as though I knew nothing about 
crofting while those with random 
agendas are afforded support from 
a government which clearly, by the 
actions of its cabinet secretary, 

fails to understand the Crofters 
(Scotland) Act 1993,’ he continued.

A Scottish Government 
spokesman responded: ‘We are 
absolutely clear that common 
grazings committees are eligi-
ble to apply for certain SRDP 
schemes which are administered 
by the Scottish Government.

‘The Crofting Commission is a 
public body that operates at arm’s 
length of Scottish ministers and 
its board is responsible for taking 
decisions in line with the law. It is 
wrong to suggest that the Scottish 
Government has acted inappro-
priately. We have not asked, and 
would not ask, the Crofting Com-
mission to act outside its powers.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Magnus 
MacFarlane-

Barrow is 
congratulated 
by broadcaster 

Vanessa 
Collingridge 
on winning 

the prestigious 
medal.

Oban’s celebrity adventurer – Parsley the cat – graced Oban Winter Festival with an appearance at the food and craft fair on Sunday, when he sampled entries to the 
� rst clootie dumpling competition. Two-year-old tom Parsley, who shot to fame earlier this year when his epic wanderings were captured on GPS, also met lots of his 

fans and ‘had a ball’, owner Fiona Campbell-Smith reported on his Facebook page. Winter festival picture specials: pages eight, 12 and 13.

Billy Irving with � ancee Yvonne 
MacHugh and baby William.

Colin Kennedy: questioned the legality of some projects.
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Sport

Fort William travel 
to the Broch

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Lochaber                   15
Stornoway                 17
BT Caledonia 2NW

Rugby

10-pin bowling
LOCHABER hosted Storno-
way on Saturday with the home 
side looking to pick up their first 
win of the season.

Stornoway started the game 
the brighter of the two sides and 
got on the board early with an 
unconverted try.

Lochaber responded imme-
diatly with a penalty in front of 
the posts scored by Jonathan 
McCook.

The visitors scored another 
not long after to bring the score 
to 3-12.

Lochaber eventually started to 
come into the game in the last 20 
minutes of the first half. Scrums 
started to improve against the 
bigger Stornoway pack and 
lineouts were going well, which 
allowed the Lochaber backs to 
get some clean ball to work with. Lochaber captain William Stewart in the scrum. Photograph: Abrightside Photography

RESULTS of week four: HW 
Energy 1, The Young Team 
6;  The Stoaters 5, The Goon 
Squad 9; Portowcy 1, Doghouse 
Thistle 6; Fiorentina Turner 8, 
Nevis Range 0; Ballarasaray 5, 
Inverlochy 4.

AFTER week three of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 
10-pin bowling leagues at the 
Nevis Centre in Fort William, 
only one team, Alleycats, has 
the maximum 15 points in the 
scratch division followed by 
British Legion Fort William on 
13 points and The Shambowls 
on 10 points. In the handicap 
division, Alleycats stay on top 
with 12 points followed by 
British Legion Fort William on 
11 points and The Shambowls 
on eight points.

Individually, the best game 
in week two was a superb 225 
from Pam Weller (Alleycats), 
the season’s high, which 
contained a run of four strikes 
in a row and another run of 
three strikes in a row. Pam also 
had the top handicap game 
of 249 and the top scratch 
two-game scratch series of 386 
(both season’s highs). Wendy 
Brooke (The Shambowls) had 
the top two-game handicap 
series of 453 (the season’s high).

The best team scores of the 
week came from Alleycats with 
a scratch game of 615 and two-
game scratch series of 1,200 
while The Shambowls had the 
top handicap game of 899 and 
top two-game handicap series 
of 1,690 (both season’s highs).

At this early stage of the 
season, the top scratch averages 
are held by Pam Weller with 
177, Tommy McKnight with 
157 and Tony Whitelocke with 
149 – all of Alleycats.

IT WAS a lovely dry Lochaber day for the first 
in the winter league series – the Braveheart short 
loop.

A total of 57 eager runners took part, with 
about 10 new faces running in the winter league 
for the first time. On a fast wee course with a 
tough uphill at half way, Peter Henry, Deeside 
Runners, stormed over in first place in a time of 
22mins 52secs, followed by John Yells from LAC 
in 23mins 3secs and, in third, Tom Smith LAC 
in 23mins 13secs. Tom was also first MV40 with 
Tim Brand LAC coming in first MV50 in 25mins 
3secs. Michael Connolly was first MF60 in 28 
mins 30secs.

First female was young Isla Mackay, LAC, in 

Fort William Golf Club Club champions Kathleen Leitch and Steven 
Jamieson. Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Fort William Golf Club prize-winners with their haul of silverware.  Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Alleycats 
are the
top dogs

Indoor league
Results

So near yet so far for Lochaber
The home side pressurised 

Stornoway for much of the last 
20 minutes but were unable to 
find a gap in the defence.

The interval came at the 
wrong time for Lochaber with 
the break allowing Stornoway to 
regroup and it was the islanders 
who scored first to bring the 
score to 3-17. 

Tap penalty
Lochaber eventually got their 

first try from a quick tap penalty 
in front of the posts. Lochaber 
had a numbers advantage on 
the right which allowed Callum 
Boyd to cross the line out wide 
before manageing to dot the 
ball down closer to the posts. 
Unfortunately, the conversion 
was missed.

A few minutes later Lochaber 
scored their second try after 
some great build-up play Chris-
topher Simpson hit the line at 
pace on a great angle putting 
him straight through under the 

posts. Jonathan McCook con-
verted to bring the scoreline to 
15-17 with eight minutes to play.

This gave Stornoway a wake-
up call. They then proceeded to 
go on the attack which saw them 
almost cross the try line three 
times but the Lochaber defence 
managed to hold them up. The 
second time saw Jack Ringland 
put in a monster hit, causing 
the Stornoway player to loose 
the ball forward on the try line 
and the ref deemed the ball to 
be dropped after Stornoway had 
managed to push the scrum over 
from five meters out.

Lochaber were unable to get 
back up the pitch but held on to 
a loosing bonus point. Lochaber 
will next host Highland Reds on 
December 3 with a 2pm kick-off 
at Banavie where they will be 
looking for that elusive first win.

Peter wins Braveheart short loop race
Striding out at the Braveheart race.

27:01. She was 15th overall. Second female was 
Lisette Walter u/a in 27:40, third was Helen Leg-
gat in 29:23, who was also first FV50 over the line. 
First FV40 was Joanne Foley u/a in 29:44.

A big thank you to all the timekeepers and 
marshals without whom these races wouldn’t 
happen – Corrina Mertins, Jon Gay, Jim and 
Pamela Hamilton, Elma and Raymond Murdoch, 
Ian Adams, Ellen Morrison, Graham and Shonda 
MacNab and race organiser Aileen Duncan.

Next race is Druimfada, details found on Face-
book page and website.

Athletics

Cricket training has returned to Lochaber High School this term. Youngsters aged from eight to 16 
are learning how to play the game with help from club coaches. Lots of laughter and skills coaching 

make a for a fun session. Join in on Tuesdays from 5.30pm to 7pm and give cricket a go.

Cricket club looking for new members

Golf club hands out the prizes

Football
AFTER a free Saturday last 
weekend Fort William get 
back to the task of picking up 
Highland League points on 
Saturday when they travel to 
take on Fraserburgh.
 The Broch presently sit in 
seventh place so this will be a 
difficult game for the Lochaber 
side. Kick-off at Bellslea Park 
is 3pm.
 The Fort have been drawn 
away to Clachnacuddin in the 
first round of the Breedon 
Aggregates Highland League 
Cup. This game is scheduled 
to take place on Saturday 
February 11.  

FORT William Golf Club trophy 
winners  2016. Connachie Cup, 
men’s club championship: 1 Steven 
Jamieson, 2 David MacPherson; 
Rumney Cup, 1 scratch match-
play club championship: 1 Steven 
Jamieson, 2 Dougie Duncan; 
The Hugh Macintyre Trophy, 
handicap matchplay club cham-
pionship: 1  Henry MacDonald, 2 
Rusty Duncan; Lochy Bar, men’s 
club championship (handicaps 15 
to 28): 1 Ronald MacDonald, 2 
Frank Sweeney; Clydesdale Bank 
Challenge Cup, knockout match-
play handicap: 1 Steven Jamieson, 
2 Nick Hough.

The Royal Bank Cup, two 
rounds strokeplay (scratch): 1 
Steven Jamieson, 2 Nick Hough; 
Maciver Cup, two rounds stroke-
play (handicap): 1 Frank Sweeney, 
2 Neil Feggans; Jimmy Bruce 
Memorial Trophy, greensome 
knockout (handicap): 1 Dougie 
Duncan and Keith Duncan, 2  
Eric Wallace and Jason Wallace.

Mairi Macintyre Rose Bowl, 
medal final (scratch): 1 Andrew 
Brown, 2 Stephen Howden; 
Young Trophy, one medal 
final (handicap): 1 Lewis Fyfe, 2  
Marc MacDonald; Senior Club 
Championship, (over-50s): Rusty 
Duncan; Wolverton Trophy, local 
holiday: Andrew Brown; 1912 
Cup: Stephen Howden.

Captain’s Prize: Stewart Dun-
can; Vice-captain’s Prize: Ronald 
Macdonald; Neil Hardie Trophy: 
Frank Sweeney; Craig Paterson 
Memorial Trophy: Lewis Corbett; 
Donnie Gillies Memorial Trophy: 
Neil Worsdall; Alcan Foursomes:   
Derek Laing and David Laing. 

Monthly medal winners, 

seniors, April: 1  Ian Robertson, 
2 George Band; May: 1 Ian Rob-
ertson, 2 David Martin; June: 1  
Lewis Fyfe, 2 Henry MacDonald;  
July: 1 John Byrne, 2 Henry Mac-
Donald; August: Ian Robertson; 
September: 1 Jason Wallace, 2  
Brian Gillespie. 

Ladies’ section: Elliot Trophy, 
ladies’ club championship: 1 
Kathleen Leitch, 2 Rosie Mac-
intyre; Clydesdale Bank Trophy, 
bronze division club champion-
ship: 1 Kay Jerram, 2 Ann Lovatt; 
Macnab Cup, singles (handicap): 
1 Kathleen Leitch, 2 Helen Brian; 
EWB Howie Trophy, three best 
net scores: 1 Iona Cameron, 2 
Kathleen Leitch; E Cameron 
Trophy (stableford): 1 Hazel 
Cameron, 2  Iona Cameron; West 

Highland Oil Tray, ladies’ outing: 
Rosie Macintyre; Wolverton Cup, 
ladies’ summer eclectic: 1 Ann 
Lovatt, 2 Kathleen Leitch; Mun-
go Cup, ladies’ winter eclectic:  
Rosie Macintyre; Budget Rent-A-
Car: Rosie Macintyre; Roseburn 
Trophy, winter stableford singles:  
Rosie Macintyre; Alex Fairlie 
Cup, mixed foursomes matchplay 
(handicap): 1 Helen Brian and 
Paul Brian, 2  Kathleen Leitch 
and Stewart Leitch; 

Moorings Hotel Cup, ladies’ 
greensomes knockout: 1 Kath-
leen Leitch and Iona Cameron, 
2  Hazel Cameron and Rosie 
Macintyre.

Golf

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday November 24, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.31 3.0 07.58 1.6 14.14 3.3 21.18 1.7
Fri 03.10 3.2 09.00 1.5 15.18 3.4 21.58 1.5
Sat 03.43 3.4 09.49 1.4 15.51 3.6 22.32 1.4
Sun 04.16 3.6 10.29 1.3 16.24 3.8 23.02 1.2
Mon 04.51 3.8 11.05 1.3 16.59 3.9 23.32 1.2
Tues 05.25 3.9 11.40 1.2 17.34 4.0  **.**  *.*
Wed 00.04 1.2 05.58 4.0 12.15 1.2 18.08 4.0
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

6
7

6

Thursday Sunny
 Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 3°C to 5ºC.
Friday Cloudy
 Winds light south south easterly
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds light north north easterly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 7ºC.


