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Housing hope 
springs from 
Dunbeg plan
‘Desperate’ housing situation 
will be tackled, says councillor

Councillors Iain MacDonald and Elaine Robertson, right, survey the Dunbeg housing site with West Highland Housing Association 
chairman Murray Sim and chief executive Lesley McInnes. 16_t47site03

Major roadworks underway 
throughout Oban town centre

Winter Fest brings light 
and laughter to Oban

Kilchrenan community 
gain £1.6m over 25 years

Charity counts coppers

Thieves target 
power tools 
throughout Lorn

Ella exits X Factor

A GENEROUS cash donation from guests at Oban’s Queen’s 
Hotel has been made to Friends of Oban Hospice – but the charity 
has the unenviable task of counting the amount.

Queen’s Hotel proprietors Raymond and Susan Hyams placed a 
giant empty whisky bottle on the bar at the beginning of the year, 
asking for donations to the hospice charity.

And last Friday they handed over the bottle, full of pennies, as 
well as £85 in cash to Friends of Oban Hospice members Anne 
Ferguson and Sandra Shedden, who will have to count out every 
penny before they know the total amount raised.

Raymond won the bottle three years ago at the Oban and Lorn 
Tourism Association dinner dance but, once empty, decided to 
put it to good use. Susan added: ‘We know the hospice is a char-
ity that is very important to people in the town and it is very 
important to me too; when my mother died I don’t know what I 
would have done without hospice help.’

Anne thanked the couple for their ongoing support of the hos-
pice, adding: ‘We are very grateful for this donation and I think it 
is an absolutely fantastic fundraiser.

‘People put pennies in and don’t miss them but these pennies 
add up to a lot for us.’

Friends of Oban Hospice is hosting its Light Up a Life fundraiser 
and remembrance service on December 11.

Raymond and Susan Hyams hand over the giant bottle of pennies to Sandra 
Shedden and Anne Ferguson. 16_t47hospice01

X FACTOR star Ella Henderson’s 
fanbase was left reeling after her 
shock exit from the competition 
on Sunday night but her Oban 
family insists she has a future in 
the music industry.

The 16-year-old’s aunt and 
uncle, Angie and Andrew 
Henderson, who live in Dunol-
lie, hosted X Factor parties and 
encouraged people around the 
town to vote for their girl.

Andrew said: ‘We are gutted 
that Ella went out. She didn’t 
deserve to go but we know this is 
only the start of things for her.’

POWERTOOLS worth thou-
sands of pounds have been 
stolen from vehicles across Lorn 
during a spate of thefts over a 
week.

The overnight thefts, which 
police believe are linked, began 
between November 11 and 12 
when thieves entered an unse-
cured car to steal a power tool 
worth £100. 

Between November 13 and 14 
in North Connel, an orange and 
silver compression gun worth 
£1,500 and associated tools, a 
battery-powered impact driver 
and a battery powered torch 
were taken from a vehicle. The 
total value of items stolen is 
around £2,500.

Elsewhere in North Connel, 
thieves forced entry to a vehicle 
to steal four chainsaws totalling 
£3,400 in value. 

At Lochawe’s St Conan’s Road 
windows on two vehicles were 
smashed to allow thieves to 
steal power tools and sanders 
and in another part of the village 
thieves again smashed vehicle 
windows to take a large quantity 
of power tools from inside.

Oban Police chief inspector 
Brian Auld said: ‘I would urge 
people to lock their vehicles 
overnight, leaving them in a well 
lit place. If you have to leave 
valuable items inside, make sure 
they cannot be seen from outside 
the vehicle.’ 

FOLLOWING a two-year 
investigation by police in Oban, 
a 43-year old man who formerly 
lived in the Benderloch area has 
been charged with possessing 
indecent images of children.

The man is due to appear at 
court in Oban next week.

Indecent images

OBAN came alive with light and 
laughter last weekend as the sec-
ond Winter Festival launched.

Events included Starlight 
Express roller skating at Atlantis 
Leisure, a Comedy Club in the 
Corran Halls and a food and 
drink market at Oban Distillery 
– including free tasters and a live 
cookery demonstration from an 
award winning chef.

Now all eyes are on the grand 

spectacular secrets.
Committee member Pamela 

Lockhart said: ‘The festival has 
been going great. Last year we 
were having to sell the tickets to 
people but this year they are just 
sold out.

-
ers who were at T in the Park 

‘It has been a big secret so far 
but Tara Coia from Dunollie 
has been working on a special 
lantern for us in the distillery.

‘She is making us a steam 

she will drive it down in the 
parade. Children have been busy 
making lanterns too and will be 
behind Tara in the parade with 
them. As usual it will be led by 
Oban High School Pipe Band.’

The parade will be followed by 
a food court and entertainment 

and one last surprise in the 

the arrival of a 40 foot Victorian 
style carousel at the Corran Halls 
along with other rides.

The Corran Halls will also 
host the Big Fat Electric Ceilidh 
on Friday night which combines 
ceilidh and club music.

DRIVERS should brace 
themselves for major roadworks 
through Oban’s town centre 
when work to resurface part of 
George Street gets underway 
next Sunday.

As part of a £150,000 package 
of works, Transerv Scotland is 
currently resurfacing the town’s 
Esplanade and has a three-
vehicle convoy system in place 

As of next week, attention 
will focus on George Street, 
from the roundabout at the 
bottom of the Bealach an Righ 
to the Stafford Street junction, 
which will become a two-way 
street between 9pm and 6am 
on Sunday when the Esplanade 
closes for one night only.

The following night, Monday, 
November 26, the Esplanade 

will become two-way as George 
Street is closed between Craigard 
Road and Stafford Street.

From Tuesday November 
27 until Tuesday December 4 
resurfacing work will take place 
on George Street from Stafford 
Street to Airds Place.  

Overnight
This means a convoy system 

will be in place, with work being 
carried out overnight between 
9pm and 6am, excluding Friday 
and Saturday.

On Wednesday December 5 
the Esplanade will be closed 
overnight and George Street will 
be closed the following night 
as the work is brought to its 
conclusion.

To allow the works to be carried 
out, there is no on-street parking 
on Dunollie Road, George Street, 

Corran Esplanade, Stafford 
Street and Albany Terrace until 
December 7 and Transerv has 
posted notices beside affected 
bays.

Although the George Street 
resurfacing work is being 
carried out overnight, Scotland 
Transerv says the noisier aspects 

reduce the impact on residents. 

announced seven years ago 
but work by utility companies 
stalled the project until 2009. 

In 2010, then council roads 
spokesman councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre was told work would 
be completed in 2011 - but 
plans took another backwards 
step when in March 2011 it was 
announced the project’s funding 
was in jeopardy. 

THE START of construction 
work on a new housing site at 
Dunstaffnage has been hailed as 
a major step forward in tackling 
Argyll Bute’s ‘desperate’ hous-
ing situation.

Councillor Iain MacDonald, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s deputy 
lead councillor for housing, was 
at the West Highland Housing 
Association (WHHA) site next 
to Dunstaffnage Science Park 
to run his eye over the plans, 
along with fellow ward member 
councillor Elaine Robertson.

Phase one of the housing 
project is now underway to 
build 50 new homes, including 
six three-bedroom houses, eight 
two-bedroom houses and 36 

WHHA has been able to pay 

for the project by selling the land 
to funders Link Housing Asso-
ciation. The total land available 
could potentially see 150 new 
homes being built in the Dunbeg 
corridor. 

Councillor MacDonald said: 
‘This project is so important to 
the area because the current situ-
ation in housing is desperate.

‘We have huge problems in 
tackling the housing shortage in 
this area and this development 
is hopefully just the beginning 
of many more housing develop-
ments to come.’

The Dunbeg development, 
which should be completed in 
early 2014, begins as Argyll and 
Bute Council tries to cope with 
a housing waiting list of 529 ap-
plicants in Oban alone, with the 

standing at 3,590.
Councillor MacDonald has 

‘innovative’ way of funding the 
project.

WHHA chairman Murray 
Sim said: ‘This as a partnership 
project with Link, in which we 
are acting as the development 
and management agent. We had 
to do it this way, as lending from 

‘It means new houses are being 
built in Argyll but our present 
business model is not impacted, 
which is good news for our exist-
ing tenants. We are grateful for 
Scottish Government and Argyll 
and Bute Council support. Their 

projects like this possible.’

COMMUNITIES in and around 
Avich and Kilchrenan are set to 

over the next 25 years.
The cash will be paid out by 

GreenPower, which is building 
a windfarm of 20 turbines 
around the summit of Carraig 
Ghael, eight kilometres west of 
Kilchrenan.

GreenPower (Carraig Gheal) 
Ltd announced the commu-
nity fund on Tuesday, indicating 
payments of £46,000 would be 
made to the community fund 
every year for the next 25 years, 
the lifespan of the windfarm.

A consultation process during 
December and January will help 
determine how the fund should 
be shared to surrounding com-
munities. 

David Price, secretary of Avich 
and Kilchrenan Community 

Council said they welcomed the 
‘long awaited announcement’.

He added: ‘We are happy 
to work together with other 
community councils to agree 
a distribution model that is 
proportionate. We think it is 
important that the fund distri-

exposure everyone has to the 
windfarm. 

‘We want to fully engage 
with the consultation and 
GreenPower to ensure every 
community gets the best result 
from the consultation period.’

The Carraig Gheal Wind 
Farm has been under construc-
tion during 2012 and will be 
switched on and generating 
electricity in Spring 2013. 

Payments into the community 
fund will be index linked in to 

Mull & Iona Life 
latest issue out now -
pick up your copy today 4
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Pick up after pet   
or be fined
HIGHLAND Council has put 
up posters warning dog walkers 
not picking up after their pet 

Education and enforcement 

‘We are looking to catch those 

A FORT William girl is just one 
step away from performing in 
the Open Mic UK Grand Final 
at The O2 arena in London on 

sing solo at Dewsbury Town 

afternoon, when she will hope to 

has already made a big impact 
after winning through from 

The talented Lochaber High 

category
The competition aims to 

talent to become a professional 

win big cash prizes, studio 
recording time and the chance of 

earned her a wild card entry to 

Daisy told The Oban Times

Highland Council says the stock 

looming, it is important to assure the 
public that we are ready to cope with 

Capacity
‘Our stores are at capacity and we 

Action on recycling
HIGHLAND Council 

today (Thursday) to promote 
recycling and cutting down on 

Remote Lochailort 
house robbed
A REMOTE house at Polnish, 
near Lochailort, was broken 
into sometime between 2pm on 

Items stolen included 

walkie-talkies and a hand-held 
Anyone being 

offered similar items for sale 
from non-legitimate sources or 

should contact Fort William 

or Crimestoppers anonymously 

Council contract 
seminars
HIGHLAND Council is run-

aimed at helping Lochaber and 

The seminars, in the Ben 

Council Chambers, Portree, the 
following day, will run from 

-
ing contract opportunities, 
discuss the tendering process 

Police probe Kyle 
gate theft
POLICE in Kyle are 

Achnasheen road, Lochcarron, 

Anyone with information 
should contact Kyle Police 

A DEER cull to protect young trees 
is among is among possible options 
being considered under a new 
forest plan for Balmacara Estate in 

increase of browsing damage to 
saplings on the National Trust for 

concerned about the Coille Mhor 
oakwoods, which are designated 

According to Balmacara Estate 
manager Iain Turnbull, clearfelling 

displaced red deer into Balmacara 
through insecure fencing along the 

The estate already has a resident 
population of mainly roe deer and it 

with a general increase in deer num-
bers, is taking a toll on young oaks 

Mr Turnbull told The Oban Times 

young trees are getting chomped a 

of an increase in browsing pressure 
in some areas, probably because of a 

‘We will consider a deer cull if 

Estate Forest Plan was submitted to 

consultation period, the estate could 
-

woodland projects such as access 

maintenance and rhododendron 

years include working with crofters 

semi-natural woodland on the com-
mon grazings and the possible es-
tablishment of coppice woodland for 

Colin Parsons from Achmore pro-
duced the plan for the estate, funded 

got married in Fort William on 

And for bride Denise 
MacDonald – the great, great 
granddaughter of Fort William 
man Alan MacDonald - it was a 

Denise, of Ballarat in Victoria, 

through records showing 
that Alan emigrated from 

husband-to-be Wayne Hall two 

told The Oban Times the day 

Duncansburgh Macintosh 

the family split up and he ended 

Chia-aig Burn near Achnacarry 

partnership with RWE Npower 
Renewables will start on the 

months to complete and will 

access for walkers and tourists 
will be maintained throughout 

of effort has gone in to preparing 

of mature conifers so we are de-

impact the Cha-aig Falls, which 
is a great tourism hotspot for 

‘People will still be able to 
come here and enjoy the falls 
– and the picnic site will remain 

Duncan Morrison of RWE 

anticipate this scheme will be 
producing green electricity 

any disruption through the 

Lochaber lovers: Australians Denise and Wayne show off their rings before their marriage in Fort 
William on Saturday. 20_f47wed01

and became a farmer and 

‘My father and his brothers 

knew nothing about the family 

found out I can tell you there was 
only one place we were getting 
married – and that was Fort 

about this place that pulls at your 

It may be generations back but 
you know this is where your 

feeling standing on the soil your 

Denise, a care call co-ordinator 

– no-one in Australia knows we 

Wayne, originally from Hobart 

chef by trade and now a welder 

different background from 
Louise – he is descended from 

are fashioned from Irish gold 
– a tribute to Annie Kelly, the 
lass from the Emerald Isle 
Alan MacDonald married 

Alastair Campbell – a distant 
cousin of Denise – was best 

The newly-weds spent nine 
days in Fort William before 

They will then spend time in 

Star in the making: Daisy Burns. 
20_f47daisy01

Achnacarry hydro scheme

Couple ‘elope’ 
from Oz to 
marry in Fort 
William

Young singer 
has sights set on 

New Balmacara Estate forest 
plan could include deer cull

Bride’s special homecoming

following news it has retained the 

-

delighted at this announcement for 

campaign organised by the National 

is to build on this by making good on 

Alan Reid, MP for Argyll and Bute, 

contract is staying with the Post Of-

‘This means that motorists will 
continue to be able to tax their cars 

Politicians back Post Office DVLA decision

AN OBAN teenager has been 
warned he faces jail if he 
re-offends within the next three 

Richard Court, Dunollie, Oban, 

last week after pleading guilty 

part of my professional life on 

know where you are going and 

Tonner for three months, until 

Sheriff gives Oban 
teenager jail 
sentence warning

A MULL teenager was 

last week – but released after 
being granted interim liberation 

admitted breaking into a 

couple while acting with 

including jewellery, musical 

Mull teenager to appeal prison sentence

A GROUP of Oban senior 
citizens has found a new place to 
socialise following the closure of 

disbanded when the hotel closed 

resurrected by Maggie Dougall, 
-

Wednesday in the Guide Hall 

Mrs Dougall is assisted by 

from Oban Youth Cafe, who help 
during their lunchtime break 

Wednesday hosted Argyll and 

it was important to get this club 
up and running again and it has 

how to use text messages on 

Transport to the lunch club is 

to attend should contact Maggie 
Alan Reid MP meets some lunch club members, served by young volunteers Niamh Rowan, left, and Rebecca Miller. 16_t47souplunch01

want to do musical theatre when 

shakers in the music industry 
and the possibility of a recording 

An Open Mic UK spokesperson 

are just one step away from 

instruments, a cigarette lighter 

admitted breaking into a store at 

stealing cigarettes and tobacco 

months in prison for stealing 

months for the theft from 

concurrent but defence agent 
Duncan Durbin has entered an 

Highland Council ready for winter

For more great offers visit: www.obantimes.reader.travel

Quote OBT
For more information or to book, please call:

01524 771 701
P0136

Operated by Cruise Connections. ABTA P0136. Prices shown are per person and based on two people sharing and are inclusive of taxes.  All prices and 

offers are subject to availability and reconfirmation. Prices were correct at the time of going to print. *only Middle Deck Cabins available on this date

6 Day Spring and Autumn in the Highlands 
Cruise from Inverness to Oban

The 54 passenger Lord of the Glens journeys through the Scottish countryside in spectacular style. From the 

moment you step aboard you are surrounded by the rich mahogany finishes of the reception area and lobby. The 

ship is magnificently appointed and is more in keeping with the standard expected of a stately country manor than 

that of a five-star ship. The cabins are tastefully decorated, comfortable and spacious with wonderful outside views.

Departure Dates Available: 7th, 17th* or 27th April 2013, 4th or 14th October 2013

Lower Deck Cabin £813 per person / Middle Deck Cabin £895 per person
Embark in Inverness.  Day 1: Inverness. Join the Lord of the Glens in Inverness this afternoon. There will be a chance to 

meet your fellow passengers and the crew at the Captain’s Welcome Reception and Dinner tonight. 

Day 2: Inverness - Fort Augustus. Today’s cruise takes you via the Caledonian Canal to Loch Dourfour and Loch Ness, 

where you stop in front of Urquhart Castle. From here, continue to Fort Augustus where you will have free time to explore 

the town at your leisure. The Lord of the Glens will remain in Fort Augustus overnight. 

Day 3: Fort Augustus - Banavie. In the morning the Lord of the Glens takes you along the Caledonian Canal and Laggan 

Avenue to Loch Oich and Loch Lochy. From here your cruise continues to Banavie, which lies in the shadow of Ben Nevis. 

An afternoon excursion brings you to the Glenfinnan Viaduct and you return to the ship via the Commander’s Monument. 

Overnight in Banavie. 

Day 4: Banavie - Tobermory. This morning the Lord of the Glens passes through Neptune’s Staircase, a series of intercon-

necting locks, to Corpach. From Copach, sail across Loch Linnhe and the Sound of Mull to Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. The 

rest of the day is free for you to explore this pretty waterside town, with its gaily painted waterfront. 

Day 5: Tobermory - Oban. From Tobermory your cruise continues to Craignure on the Isle of Mull for a visit to Duart Castle. 

The Lord of the Glens then sails to Oban where you can enjoy a walking tour of the town. Visit a whiskey distillery to see 

how this fine Scottish spirit is made, and stop at Mcaig’s Folly. As this is your last night on the ship, the Captain will host a 

Farewell Reception and Dinner and the Lord of the Glens will remain in Oban overnight. 

Day 6: Oban. After a final breakfast on board, your Highlands cruise comes to an end and you disembark in Oban. Transfers 

are available back to Inverness. 

Disembark. Disembark in Oban (transfer to Inverness available). 

Excludes
o     International transportation 

o     Gratuities 

o     Visas (where required) 

o     Personal expenses 

o     Personal insurance

Includes
o     5 Nights’ accommodation on board the Lord of the Glens 

o     Full board (from dinner on day 1 to breakfast on the last day) 

o     Transfer from Oban to Inverness (at pre-determined times only) 

o     Sightseeing and excursions as detailed in the itinerary 

o     Port taxes

Oban 

Music
Stentor 
Violins
We carry a range 

of traditional 

instruments including 

Stentor Violins to suit 

all budgets 

4/4  3/4  1/2 sizes

Dominant strings

Dogal strings

Shoulder rests

Tuners, etc

20 Argyll Square, Oban 
Tel: 01631 566304

jean@obanmusic.com

Gifts for the violinist 

in your family
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THREE highly talented solo singers headlined last 
Saturday’s winter ceilidh in Taynuilt.

-
cups arose with the accompanying music.

and Roy Wood. 
-

-

McPhail. 

Former Connel flyer killed in 
Thailand microlight crash

the town.

Maclellan in the toilets with 

the other male that they would 

drug search.

have an item in his hand. Police 
recovered the item which was that he had. 

anyone else.’

Oban cocaine dealer had more than £800 party ‘gift’

New hi-tech 
equipment for 
Lochwatch 
and night vision cameras 

Lochwatch scheme as it 

assist with searches on Loch 

The scheme was set up 

The thermal imaging 
camera and night vision 
cameras cost a discounted 

scheme. The remainder 

Lochwatch volunteer 

the police and coastguard 

High-flying ballerina Isabella during last Friday’s Winter Wonderland production by Ballet West hopes to be on top of the world at the Genée 
International Ballet Competition next month. Photograph by Stephen Lawson.

houses outdoor clothing store 
Wilderness.

and wholesalers.

Pier safety

also raised although planners said 

Wetherspoon opening in the town. 
They state Wetherspoon’s arrival 

would create competition and 

the scenic location.

Glass charge 
woman in 
custody

throwing a glass at a man’s 

will appear again on 

Council
leader 
calls for 
A83 action

14-year-old had 
drugs at school

-

premises.

Strathclyde Police was used in 

on school property. 

that day in drugs raids through-
out the town.

with partner agencies to ensure 

contacted Strathclyde Police 
who investigated the situation. 

Dog unit

the same day a police dog unit 

attend at the school and senior 

and the incident involving the 
pupil.’

is one step closer to achieving her 

international competition.

West’s Winter Wonderland last 

a natural progression and a great 

long time.

so she has had some good advice 

The young dancer has also 

West’s senior principal dancers 

her home schooled to allow her to 

The two Ballet West girls will 

Send your news from Oban and Lorn 
to Euan Paterson 

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

another landslide.

cancellations on Monday meant 

Agreement
The Oban Times

reported a diversion route on 

Transport Scotland then 
announced a legal agreement 

landowner at the Rest to allow 

Saying the landslides 

not happened. 

hits the area. 

is closed.’
Solution

must ensure there is a permanent 

Transport Scotland said 

Bookings can be taken now – please 
telephone 01546 830261 or e-mail 
reservations@crinanhotel.com

www.gordonsdirect.com
16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

£7.99*
SAVE £11.96
HALLE EDT 50ML
RRP £19.95

£10.00
HALF PRICE
COSMETIC
TRAIN CASE
RRP £20.00

£5.79
SAVE £1.40
GILLETTE MACH 3 ESSENTIAL SET
RRP £7.19

£4.99
SAVE £1.51
DOVE PAMPER SET
RRP £6.50

£9.49*
SAVE £13.51
BEYONCE HEAT EDP 30ML 
RRP £23.00

£60.00
SAVE £40.00
PHILISHAVE AQUA TOUCH DUAL 
PRECISION PH 89017 
RRP £100

*   PRICES APPLY 19TH - 25TH NOV
WHILE STOCKS LAST
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Morvern Lines
HALLOWE’EN, by all reports, remains as popular as ever. 
Despite the internet and the latest electronic wizardry, ghosts 
and ghouls still capture the popular imagination with guisers out 
in force in Morvern recently.

Before television and wireless became popular and eventually 

supernatural, witches and hauntings were commonplace. Some 
were carefully collected by well-known folklorists; others remain 
only a vague folk memory. 

Ghostly happenings and sightings were recorded at Rahoy, 
Laudale, Ben Iadain, Achagavel, Kingairloch, Kinlochaline, 
Bunavullin and elsewhere in Morvern. 

One of the most popular and still talked about is associated 
with a lonely shepherd’s cottage overlooking Loch Tearnait 
halfway between Loch Aline and Eignaig. 

and footsteps would be heard outside.

Wanderings Mainly in Argyll’ published in 1926 by Mary 
Ethel Muir Donaldson, a colourful and eccentric travel writer, 
photographer and historian. 

Miss Donaldson’s family were ship owners but despite a 
privileged background she did not mince her words as far as 
absentee landowners were concerned when they fell short of her 
expectations or tried to prevent her from walking on their land. 

Something of her vitriol is to be found in the chapters she wrote 
about Morvern and Ardtornish especially where she must have 
met with some resistance.

En route to Loch Tearnait she urges her readers to hurry past 

pile opposing it, separating the plutocratic parvenu from the 
humblest inhabitant who really belongs to the country, and is 

Miss Donaldson’s source for the Loch Tearnait ghost story 
is not given but she records that the Dempsters, who lived in 
the cottage until 1874, refused to give an old man shelter one 
winter’s night and that he was found in the morning dead in the 
snow outside. 

causing the occupants to leave, saying the ghost would give them 
no more peace. 

Shortly after Miss Donaldson’s book was published, a letter 
appeared in The Oban Times from a descendent of one of the 
occupants, pointing out that as their hospitality was well known 
and that they never turned away anyone from their door, there 
must be another explanation for the old man’s death. 

Whatever the circumstances, one of the Dempsters told me 
about 30 years ago that his father, who had stayed in the cottage, 
often talked about the door suddenly bursting open in the 
evening. Large nails were often hammered across it to prevent 
this happening but they made no difference.

Thirty or so years ago, a well-known senior Glasgow surgeon 
and his wife, who had a holiday cottage near Lochaline, were 

cottage. 
No sooner had they entered than they heard footsteps 

approaching the door. No one appeared and the two dogs they 
had with them became highly agitated. After a short period 
the same thing happened again but by this time the dogs were 
growling and their hair was standing on end. 

The couple opened the door but there was no-one to be seen 
and in case someone was playing a trick they walked round the 
entire building but saw nothing untoward and could offer no 
rational explanation as to what they had experienced.

The haunted Loch Tearnait Cottage: once the lonely abode of 
a shepherd.

Drink driver in Tiree ‘police helicopter’ incident is banned

was celebrating last week after 
her picture was chosen out of 
more than 700 entries for a place 
in a calendar.

-
pil at Lochnell Primary School, 
drew and coloured her winning 
design which is now featured in 

calendar.

picture shows happy people that 
are ready for winter and sad 
people who aren’t. 

you would need in an emergency. 
I really enjoyed drawing it.’

Lily was presented with her 
winning design as a framed 
picture along with a copy of the 
calendar as she celebrated with 
his classmates and teacher. 

Gift vouchers
The school has also received 

£100 of gift vouchers for art 
materials. 

Her design was chosen from 
more than 700 entries and 26 
schools across Scotland for a 

place in the calendar, which aims 
to encourage everyone across 
the country to think ahead and 
be better prepared for all kinds 
of emergencies.

Lily is among a total of 20 
pupils from other schools across 
the country whose eye-catching 
designs make up the calendar. 

Each picture helps to com-
municate the importance of 
preparing for emergencies at 
home, in the community and in 
the car, and the simple steps we 
can all take to do so.

Lily with her winning design. 16_t47calendar01

Lochnell’s Lily in the limelight

Kinlochleven 
community 

calendar awards
Trust chairman says calendar 
portrays a true picture of area

A DRINK driver who caused 
police to take a helicopter from 
Oban to the Isle of Tiree has 

driving for a year.
Stewart Wilson, 41, of 18 

Nelson Street, Dunoon, appeared 

to admit a charge of driving 

drugs. The court heard a witness 
was driving on the island on 
October 13 when he saw a car 
coming towards him.  The 
witness pulled over but Wilson 
continued driving toward him, 
colliding with him between 

witness got out to check the 
accused was okay and noted 
he was heavily intoxicated and 
barely able to stand.

there were none on the island.’
Sheriff John Herald remarked: 

police took a helicopter across?’
When questioned, Wilson, a 

self employed builder, told police 
he had been in shock when he 

wines and rums’.
Defence agent Graeme Wright 

prior to getting in the car. He had 
two but they were hand poured 
measures. 

consumed would have put him 
over the limit.’

shouldn’t be any bigger penalty 
because the police decided not to 
be in a certain place at a certain 
time.’ 

of the ban.
The case rose to prominence 

when a helicopter airlifted two 

with the drink driving allegation 

on holiday. 
National press suggested 

police could have taken the next 
ferry – although this would have 
meant arriving 18 hours after the 
incident.

A TRIO of staff from Argyll and 

praised at the London Early 

earlier this month. 
The team – Anne Paterson, 

quality improvement manager, 
Stephen Glen-Lee, head teacher 
at Easdale and Luing Primary 
School, and Kathleen Johnston, 
head teacher from Keills on Is-
lay and the Small Isles Primary 
School on Jura, were part of a 
group of eight people from Scot-
land who made presentations at 
the event, attended by nursery 

Argyll trio praised at 
London conference

WINNERS of the Kinlochleven 

calendar photo competition 
were announced at an informal 
awards ceremony in the village 
last Tuesday night.

Local Highland councillor and 
trust chairman Andrew Baxter 
presented the prizes in the 

to the high standard of entries 
and the competition’s continuing 
popularity.

we have organised. 

it has been and the amount of 
money it realises for the village 
every year. 

for community projects.’  
Mr Baxter criticised recent 

online reviews portraying 
Kinlochleven as some kind of 

very different story of the village 
and its stunning surroundings.

the comments that were made 
were absolute nonsense. 

knows that Kinlochleven and 
this part of Lochaber has a lot 
to offer.’

Overall photo winner was 
former Kinlochleven lad Neil 
Murphy, now of Glasgow. Mr 
Murphy is the son-in-law of 
Kinlochleven couple Donald and 
Janet MacDonald, who collected 
his prize on his behalf.

Trust 2013 calendar winners and 
photos:

January - Graham Lawrie 

- Anthony Angus (Around 

MacDonald (A warm evening 
across Loch Leven (Under 

(Kinlochleven from the High 

- Graham Lawrie (Beneath the 

Neill Murphy (The Boat and The 

December - Lesley Woollacott 

the main sponsor.

£2.99, are still available at 

All proceeds go towards 
supporting trust projects.

Celebarating the fifth KCT calendar: clockwise from left, Peter Davidson, Graham Lawrie, Andrew Baxter, Anthony Angus, KCT 
development officer Moira Hartley, Janet MacDonald, Sarah Campbell and Donald MacDonald. 20_f47cal01

I am amazed at 
what a success 
it has been and 
the amount of 
money it realises 
for the village.
Trust chairman

school staff from all over Lon-

were asked to present workshops 
on our early level work in Argyll 
and we made comparisons 
between our rural communities 

lead councillor for children and 

that the quality of education 
provided in Argyll and Bute is 
admired and that our staff were 
able to share best practice with 
colleagues in a very different 
environment.’

NHS HIGHLAND is looking for volunteers to join a new region-
wide project designed to help manage and prevent type-2 diabetes. 

physical activity for people with, or at high risk from the condition. 
Anyone wishing to take part should contact Jenni at DiabetesExer-
cise@uhi.ac.uk.

Diabetes project volunteers sought

sluagh’ - the breeze of the host of the dead. 
The sound is of strange unexpected gusts of wind and was 

known to the Romans, who wrote of its meaning in these 
islands. 

These gusts have been heard by shepherds, stalkers and 
climbers. They are often inexplicable, sometimes sounding like 
breathing, other times like the cry of a deer in pain. 

It is a sound from the past, a kind of aisling or a pre vision of 
tragedy to come. It is an eerie experience, captured in the old 

continual keening on Ben Doran. 

my darling is on the mountain, the crying over there is unceas-
ing.’ 

                                                                             Iain Thornber.

Special Business to
Business Deal

Titan –Lowest cost lines and
calls – guaranteed

Switch to Titan Telecom and your telephone calls
and services will cost less than with any other

service provider. If you spot lower prices elsewhere,
let us know and we’ll match them. Guaranteed.

Small wonder , when you can save up to an incredible 90% 
against BT’s charges. Here’s how our key prices compare.

Charge Type BT Titan Saving %Saving
Line Rental (per month £16.52* £9.99 £6.53 %40
Local Calls 10p 1p 9p %90
National Calls 10p 1p 9p %90
Calls to Mobiles 13p 9p 4p %31

  *Excludes ISDN. 30 BT Charge £18.35 and Titan £14.99.

www.telepointonline.co.uk
01397 706060

admin@telepoint.cu.uk
“YOUR LOCAL APPROVED TITAN AGENT”

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

*STAY ANY TWO 
CONSECUTIVE NIGHTS

FOR ONLY £169 B&B 
PER COUPLE

That’s right stay 2 nights and only pay *£169 
and that’s for 2 people! You will find a bottle of 
champagne in your room on arrival. AND don’t 
forget if you arrive by train you will receive 
complementary Luxury Range Rover transfers 
from Achnasheen railway station, so why not 
leave the car at home, relax and take the train.

Come, relax and enjoy our 
“A Splendid Country House”

Valid until 22 December, then for all of February
2013. Contact us for Spring 2013 offers.

Why not buy the above as a gift voucher for 
a present? Make them feel really special!

Ledgowan is a country house hotel, in 
Achnasheen just 50 minutes drive from Inverness. 

A special place to relax and unwind
01445720252   www.ledgowanlodge.co.uk

HERE IS OUR FANTASTIC
2012 WINTER BREAK 

OFFER!
UNBIASED, 

INDEPENDANT 
WIND TURBINE 
SITE SURVEYS 

MATCHING THE RIGHT 
WIND TURBINE FOR 

YOU & YOUR SITE

NO TIES TO 
ONE SPECIFIC 

MANUFACTURER

ONE TURBINE DOES 
NOT SUIT ALL!

FIND THE RIGHT 
TURBINE, SMALL, 

MEDIUM OR LARGE, 
FOR YOUR SITE

FULL PLANNING SERVICE 
AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT 

ALSO AVAILABLE

For full details and to arrange a 
survey please contact:

whichturbine.com
Tel: 01337 827571
Mob:07910741328

Email: whichturbine
@btinternet.com

www.whichturbine.com
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Police warn of 
thefts from work 
vans at N Connel
FOLLOWING several break-ins 
into work vans in North Connel, 
police are warning motorists 
not to leave any valuables in 
vehicles overnight.

Two vans were broken into 
between Tuesday and Wednes-
day last week with another 
attempted break in suspected.

PC Stuart Johnston said: 
‘We are asking people to make 
sure no valuables are left in 
vans overnight. Work vans are 

tools being taken. If anyone 
spots suspect vehicles we would 
ask they get the registration and 
inform police. 

‘Anyone with information 
about the thefts is asked to 
contact 01631 510500.’

Scout Post
OBAN and Connel Scouts 
will once again run the Scout 
Post to raise funds for repairs 
to the scout hall, which were 
completed over the summer by 
volunteer David Gilroy and his 
team.

Posting boxes will start 
appearing from December 1 in 
the following locations: Tesco, 
Co-op, Dunollie Shop, Atlantis 
Leisure, Oxfam, Hannah’s, 
Jackson’s, Alba, Albany, 
Birchwood, Hospital (WRVS), 
Halfway House and Dunbeg 
Stores. Delivery is restricted to 
Oban, Barcaldine, Benderloch, 
Connel, Dunbeg and Kilmore 
and costs 30 pence per card.

Last posting date is 
Wednesday December 12.

Second time drink 
driver banned      
for three years
THE MANAGER of an Argyll 

from holding a driving licence 

after admitting a drink driving 
charge  for a second time.

David Laverty, 52, whose ad-
dress was given at Oban Sheriff 
Court as Elderberry Caravan 
Site, Benderloch, was found 
to have 43mcgs of alcohol in 
100ml of breath on October 18 
on the A828 near Benderloch. 

The legal limit is 35mcgs.
At last week’s court hearing 

Sheriff John Herald told 
Laverty: ‘I accept this reading 
is not the highest I have seen 
– what makes this more serious 
is your previous conviction.’

A YOUNG chef who travelled between Dalmally and Fort William 
every day to pursue his passion has been rewarded for his skill and 
commitment.

Neil Rowan, from Dalmally, won the Strathmore Bowl for City 
and Guild Level Two Professional Cookery at West Highland Col-
lege in Fort William.

He has since taken up a place on the HND professional cooking 
course at City of Glasgow College.

His lecturer at West Highland College, Michael Campbell, said: 
‘Neil went over and above what was expected of students on the 
course and set out to achieve distinction in everything he did.

‘The fact he travelled from Dalmally every day also showed a 
tremendous commitment to the course.’

Neil’s mother Marie, who runs the Mary’s Meals shop in Oban, 
said her son had been inspired by his Lochgilphead grandmother, 
Mary MacIntyre.

She said: ‘My mother is a really good cook, someone that doesn’t 
use measuring jugs. She just knows how much of each ingredient 
to use.

‘Neil grew up watching her and seems to have the same knack. She 
has been a great inspiration to him.’

Neil Rowan with the Strathmore Bowl. Photograph -  The Write Image.

Commuting young chef 
rewarded for commitment

TWO MISSING hill walkers 
who sparked a search on 
Ben More near Crianlarich 
on Saturday afternoon were 
discovered safe and well early 
on Sunday by a RAF search and 
rescue helicopter close to the 
summit on the south east slope.

The walkers had been separated 
from a group around 2.30pm on 
Saturday and assistance had been 
sought from Killin Mountain 
Rescue Team, members of 

the Search and Rescue Dogs 
Association and a helicopter.  In 
weather conditions described by 
searchers  as ‘extremely bad’ 
the search was called off late on 
Saturday night, with additional 
searchers being drafted in on 
Sunday morning from Ochils, 
Lomond and RAF Leuchars 
Mountain Rescue Teams.

The walkers were reported to 
be wet and tired but not requiring 
medical attention.

Missing Crianlarich walkers found

AN ISLAY charity has found a new home for its shop after four 
years of searching.

Islay Disabled Endeavours and Action (IDEA) had to close its shop 
in Bowmore in July 2008, cutting off a crucial source of funding for 
its work with disabled and elderly people on the island. 

However, next Tuesday at 11am the charity will open its shop at 56 
Frederick Crescent, the former butchers shop, in Port Ellen.

IDEA resource centre manager Margaret Rice said: ‘This means a 
lot to the charity because the income we get from the shop is vital. 
We have really missed that over the past four years.’

The shop is to be run by volunteers and anyone who can help 
is urged to contact Margaret at the resource centre on 01496 
810963. The shop will be open initially on Tuesdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays.

Islay disability charity finds new home 
in Port Ellen after four-year search

A BATCH of Gaelic-speaking 
teddy bears with a distinct 
Lewis dialect has been delivered 
to Stornoway.   

The voice inside the Babòg 

Maclean, from High Borve on 
the island’s west coast.

Irish company Babòg initially 
developed the teddies with Irish 
Gaelic only - but Stornoway 
publishers Acair reckoned a 
Scottish Gaelic version was 
needed.

Babòg agreed – and Acair 
recruited Iona to recite 33 words, 
including colours and shapes.

Acair manager Agnes Rennie 
said orders had already come in 
from Canada, England and all 
over Scotland. 

She said: ‘He came off the 
ferry on Wednesday and we are 

delighted with him.’ A prototype 
of the talking bear was on show 
at the Royal National Mod 
in Stornoway last year and at 

stages of production in China 
took some time. 

Bòrd na Gàidhlig is supporting 
the venture. 

Head of education and learning 
Mary MacMillan said: ‘The 
development of new resources 
for the early years sector is a main 
priority for Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
and has been highlighted in the 
National Gaelic Language Plan. 

‘We believe that learning a new 
language while young should 
be fun and we are delighted to 
assist Acair in creating this new 
interactive toy to help young 
children across Scotland in 
learning Gaelic.’Ciamar a tha thu Babòg? Iona Maclean from High Borve meets the teddy bear with her voice.

Iona is the 
voice behind 

teddy bear
Five-year-old gives 
new Babòg bears 
their Lewis accent

A GOLD and silver mine 
near Tyndrum has seen its 
potential value boosted to nearly 

drilling results.
Scotgold Resources announced 

new yield estimates from its 

suggest Cononish could contain 
196,200oz of gold and 631,300oz 
of silver, increases of 6,200oz 
and 35,300oz respectively.  

While the value of gold and 
silver has dropped marginally 
compared to earlier in the year, 

publishing put the total potential 
value of the mine at just over 

were announced by Scotgold 
Resources on its website last 
week.

Christ Sangster, chief executive 
of Scotgold, said: ‘The aim of 

increase in indicated resources.’
Construction

It is anticipated that test drilling 
will be complete by early 2013 

company anticipates going 
ahead with construction of the 
mine in June that year.

Production is scheduled to start 
in early 2014.

Tests take Tyndrum 
mine project’s potential 

A few lucky Lochaber Rugby Club youth players got to meet 
six-time Olympic gold medal winner Sir Chris Hoy at Murrayfield.

The club took a busload of youth players down to see Ardgour 
youngster John Clark, 12, walk out as Scotland’s mascot for their 

game against New Zealand. 

Young Lochaber rugby 
hopefuls meet Sir Chris Hoy

REGIONAL airports operator HIAL 
has managed to claw back much of the 

year – but still recorded an operating 

A nine per cent increase in passenger 

up from 1,158,041 to 1,258,452, 
helped cut the operating loss from 

Three of HIAL’s airports, 

Campbeltown, Sumburgh and Tiree, 
enjoyed double digit growth during 
that period, while the number of 
aircraft movements increased 
by nine per cent from 116,930 in 
2010/11 to 127,805 in 2011/12.
However, much of the savings 
delivered in the past year were as a 
result of winter operations costing 

thanks to milder weather. 

Inglis Lyon, managing director of 
HIAL, which is wholly owned by 
Scottish Ministers, said: ‘Operating 
conditions have been tough due to 
high oil prices and well documented 
global credit issues.’

Several avenues are being pursued 

the coming years. Mr Lyon said the 
growth potential for renewable energy 
was one area of key focus.

Airport profits hit despite growth at Tiree and Kintyre

A MAN who helped himself 
to booze and a bed in an Oban 
hotel has been handed 80 days of 
free board and lodgings at Her 
Majesty’s pleasure.

Iain Towers, of 50 Kingsway, 
Glasgow, was in Oban visiting a 
friend when the pair fell out and 
he found himself wandering the 
streets looking for somewhere to 
stay.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
he wandered into a hotel and 

himself’ to drink from the bar 

before selecting a room for the 
night.

Staff at the hotel then spotted 
the 66-year-old outside partly 
clothed and of ‘dishevelled ap-
pearance’. 

They did not recognise him 
as a guest. Towers walked back 
into the hotel – telling staff he 
was going to room two. 

Procurator Fiscal Jenny Sapia-
no said: ‘Staff followed him into 
the room and observed a line of 
bottles of spirits on the window 

coming from the hotel bar. They 
also observed that the room was 
in a state of disarray and the 
carpets and furniture smelled 
strongly of urine.’

Defending, Edward Thornton 
said Towers had suffered from 
alcohol abuse for many years 
and his condition had ‘got worse 
in recent years’. 

Sheriff Jamie Gilchrist sen-
tenced Towers to two-and-a half 
months in prison as he couldn’t 
‘see any alternative to a custodial 
sentence’.

Unwelcome Oban hotel 
‘guest’ given additional     
80-day ‘holiday’ by sheriff

Cut price bike 
hire scheme wins 
praise for Scotrail
A UNIQUE bike hire project 
designed to help rail commuters 
enjoy the Highlands in all their 
splendour has been praised at a 
top UK transport award.

The ATOC National Cycle 
Rail Awards praised Scotrail for 
its cut-price bike hire scheme 
which allows cyclists to enjoy 
scenic journeys across the 
highlands without returning to 
their starting point. 

Judges praised Scotrail for 

connecting Oban, Inverness and 

using rail alone, its relationship 
with Nevis Cycles in Oban and 
Fort William, together with 
Ticket to Ride in Inverness 
and helping promote Highland 
trails, such as the 73-mile, off-
road Great Glen Way between 
Fort William and Inverness.

Large turnout 
for Tobermory 
Remembrance Day
A LARGE congregation 

Remembrance Day Service in 
Tobermory recently.

As has been the custom since 
1921, the event took place in 
Tobermory Parish Church on 
Sunday November 11. It was 
led by Rev Duncan MacDonald 
from Oban.

The congregation included 
veterans of the Second 
World War as well as more 

Bosnia, Northern Ireland and 
Afghanistan.

The Tobermory Brownies and 
Guides were also in attendance 
along with members of 
Strathclyde Fire and Rescue.

Following the church service, 
Tobermory High School pipers 
Alexander Anderson, Fraser 
Mitchell and Lewis Dillon led 
the parade from the church to 
the war memorial. 

After prayer and a silence 
to remember those who have 
fallen, the pipers played 
Amazing Grace while wreaths 
were laid.

Another wreath had been 
laid two days earlier by pupils 
of Tobermory High School 
following their own act of 
remembrance in the school.

Organisers said: ‘Many men 
from Tobermory gave their 
lives in two world wars so this 
is always a very poignant day, 
especially for the families of 
those who suffered loss. 

‘This commemoration was, as 

DISABLED motorists heading to Oban’s 
Corran Halls continue to be frustrated by a lack 
of properly marked parking bays – six months 
after the council said the car park would be 
repainted.  

A bike shelter cuts across half of a disabled 
space in the front car park, while the some of 
the paint marking the general bays in the larger 
section of the car park have faded away.

Argyll and Bute Council said in April that the 
full car park was to be repainted in June – but six 
months have passed since that deadline was set 
and still no lines have been painted.

The council’s head of roads Jim Smith said: 
‘The lines have been included in a schedule of 
work for the Oban area.

‘The work will be completed when our lining 
contractor is back in the area, however, we will 
require a forecast which gives us a reasonable 
spell of dry weather.’

Disabled drivers 
call for clarity in 
Oban car park

THE DEPUTY leader of the Scottish Conservative Party 
visited its Oban branch last week and said he has full faith 
in the Better Together campaign.

Speaking at the St Andrew’s Day lunch in the Regent 
Hotel on Saturday, Jackson Carlaw claimed people have 
responded positively to the cross-party nature of the 
campaign to preserve the union of the United Kingdom, 
adding his belief that having a Conservative/Lib-Dem 
coalition at Westminster is not damaging its efforts.

He said: ‘Under the Better Together campaign, Labour, 
the Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats have been 
working hard together to demonstrate that whatever our 

future of the United Kingdom.
‘There have been a series of events across the country 

already and the response we’re getting so far has been 
extremely positive.’

While the list MSP for the West of Scotland admitted 
his party has rarely been at such a low ebb north of the 
border, he believes the ‘post-Thatcher’ party is starting to 
gain support from new generations of voters.

He added: ‘People in Scotland almost more than in Eng-
land support the government action on welfare reform.  

‘They understand this is a cost that is unsustainable.’

Jackson Carlaw, the list MSP for the West of Scotland 
and deputy leader of the Scottish Conservatives, ahead 
of his talk to the Oban branch of the party on Saturday. 

16_t47carlaw1

Scottish Conservative Party deputy leader 
presents St Andrew’s Day lunch speech

Scottish Hydro is a trading name of SSE Energy Supply Limited. £50 fee applies if you leave before December 2014.

Call 0800 048 3642

www.hydro.co.uk

Breathe easy.
Stay 2% under 
our standard 
unit price.
Our Fixed Discount tariff lets you stay 
below our standard unit rate for over 2 years.

So, whether our prices go up or down you’ll be 2% under our standard unit rate. And, it gets even 
better, you can enjoy our cheapest tariff available today, until December 2014. It’s a real breath 
of fresh air. Get in touch to find out more.
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a SEASONS
GREETINGS

Would like to 
wish everyone 

a peaceful 
Christmas and 

a Happy 
New Year

Merry

Christmas

To all my 
relatives and 
friends from 

Hugh Harvey, 
Oban

Merry Xmas 

and Happy 

New Year to 

all my friends 

and relatives. 

SARAH 

MCMILLAN

Arisaig
ARISAIG SWRI held its 
meeting in the lifeboat shed at 
Mallaig on October 18.

An interesting and informa-
tive talk on the work of the 
RNLI was given by Michael 
Currie, coxswain of Mallaig 
Lifeboat.

Competitions: Small 
harvest tablecentre - 1 Margaret 
MacEachen; 2 Anne Cameron; 
3 Helen Lamb. Photo with 

2 Anne Cameron; 3 Margaret 

by Rose MacEachen.

Kilbrandon
KILBRANDON SWRI’s varied 
programme for 2012-2013 
continued in October when 
president Linda Brown 
welcomed members and visitors 
to Seil Island Hall.

Speaker for the evening was 
Judith Day, who gave a talk and 
demonstration on sugarcraft. 

Judith made the production 

for cake decoration look 
deceptively easy, whilst at 
the same time entertaining 
members with tales of some of 
her more unusual commissions 
for cakes. Shona Neil gave the 
vote of thanks.

In November, Kilbrandon 
Institute was delighted to 
welcome Elaine MacChesney, 
curator of Dunollie House.

Elaine invited members 
and visitors to join her on an 
interactive journey through 
the turbulent past of the lands 
of Clan MacDougall, illus-
trated with wonderful artefacts, 
including a beautifully-written 
document of 1571 which 
detailed the transfer of land on 
Luing, and silver coins of the 
reign of James VI which had 
been found at Ardmaddy.  

Ann Reid gave the vote of 
thanks for a most interesting 
and engaging glimpse into the 
region’s history.

Kilmore 
DESPITE the ‘let’s start 
thinking about building an ark’ 
weather, 17 members attended 
the SWRI meeting on Novem-
ber 14 in Kilmore Hall. 

As a result of illness, the 
original plan for the meeting, 

TWO LEARNING and events 

and cultural centre - archaeolo-
gist Tara Coia and historian and 
Gaelic scholar Aonghas Murray 
– spent the day at Lismore 
Primary School giving the 
children a taste of archaeology. 

It was part of a two session 
programme organised by  
Lorraine King and Jennifer 
Baker from Lismore Heritage 
Centre in which the children are 

of the island’s archaeological 
past.  Tara and Aonghas brought 
with them 3 boxes of prepared 
soil so the children could not 
only experience a simulated 
dig but also learn how to wash, 
label, draw and record artefacts. 
The plan was to get some time 
outside at Killandrist with tape 

how a real dig is organised but 

Lochnell Primary School pupils turned out in style – Victorian style that is – to celebrate the launch 
of Oban’s Winter Festival. The Benderloch youngsters dressed up in their old fashioned best with 
top hats and chimney sweeps galore to mark the start of the annual event. Some even brought in 
Victorian items.  Most of  the school are currently doing a Victorian topic which staff said ‘tied in 

beautifully’ with the day. 16_t47victorian01

JAMES MacFarlane, a 
well-known Islay seannachie, 
recently gave a Gaelic talk 
at Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle 
(ICCI) about the building of the 
Donegal-type currach which 
is currently resident in ICCI’s 
foyer. 

James explained the history 
and construction of these boats 
highlighting the traditional, 
local materials used where 
possible. The boat was 
constructed in Islay during last 
summer’s Festival of the Sea at 
Port Ellen by Donal McPolin 
of Donegal, Ireland, with help 
from local people. James also 
showed a traditional lobster 
creel made of wood and hazel 
rods with handmade netting 
and explained how such a creel 
would have been made.

Islay is fortunate in having 
people such as James in the 
community who keep and share 
their traditional skills and local 
stories.

DURING the last few years, 
wild birds have been killed or 
injured following collisions 
with overhead power lines in 
northwest Islay. 

Most casualties have been 
Whooper swans migrating 

the electrical wires. As well as 
killing or injuring the birds, 
damage to electricity lines and 
equipment from bird-strike can 
be considerable, causing power 
cuts which are time consuming 
and expensive to repair and a 
nuisance to customers.

SSE electricity company, 
which maintains the grid on 
Islay, in consultation with the  
RSPB and Islay Natural History 
Trust, tested a new type of 

These devices are attached to 
the overhead wires, making 
them more visible to swans and 
geese, which will hopefully then 
avoid the power lines. Diverters 
previously tried in Islay had 
not proved effective. The new 
devices installed this year have 

attract birds’ attention. Large 
numbers of these diverters can 
be seen hanging from electric 
lines in the Rhinns and there 
have been no reported swan 
collisions with overhead wires 
so far this year where these 
diverters were installed. 

the overhead lines visually 
intrusive - and in the dark night 
skies of the Rhinns, Christmas 
on Sauchiehall Street has 
been mentioned! - it will be 
interesting to see the long-term 
results of this intervention.

CÒISIR Ghàidhlig Ìle will take 
part in a Gaelic church service 
led by the Rev Alistair Scouller 
on November 25 at the Round 
Church, Bowmore. 

The choir will lead various 
hymns and, by request, will sing 
its prizewinning puirt-a-beul 
from the recent Royal National 
Mòd and the beautiful song 
‘Breisleach’.  

ISLAY Pipe Band will hold a 
fundraising dinner dance in 
the Hilton Glasgow Grosvenor 

ISLAY

Hotel on Saturday February 9 
2013. 

Catherine Johnston, who 
organised a successful fundrais-
ing night at the same venue 
for Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle, 
offered to help the pipe band to 
do the same, assisted by Sheena 
MacMillan and everyone 
connected with the band. 

John Carmichael and John 
MacLellan will host the 
evening, during which Islay 
Pipe Band will play. The island 
ceilidh/trad band ‘Deoch ‘n’ 
Dorus’ will play for the evening 
dance. 

be held. To book a table or order 

macmillan@hotmail.co.uk. 
A bus will meet the ferry 

at Kennacraig at 12 noon on 
Friday February 8 to pick up 
band members travelling from 
Islay to Glasgow.

TWO BIRD surveys on the the 
National Trust for Scotland-
owned Balmacara Estate are 
being undertaken this winter 

different habitats.
The Wetland Bird Survey 

organised by the British Trust 
for Ornithology, a scheme 
which monitors non-breeding 
waterbirds throughout the 
UK, will regularly check bird 
numbers at several sites along 
the coast between Kirkton and 
Plockton. 

It will aim to identify popula-
tion sizes and to determine 
trends in number and distribu-
tion and will run until March 
2013.

Bird counts will be conducted 

INVERGARRY will hold its annual craft 
fair on Saturday December 1 in Glengarry 
Community Hall from 10.30am till 3.30pm. 

Cards, crafts, homebaking, a café and a 
children’s craft corner with festive activities 
will feature – as will a visit from Father 
Christmas.

local musical entertainment will add to the 
festive feel. 

PROFESSOR Kenneth 
MacKinnon will be 
visiting Sabhal Mòr Ostaig on 
Wednesday November 28 at 
2pm to attend a short ceremony 
where the research papers 
he has donated to the college 

accepted.
Professor MacKinnon will 

then deliver a lecture entitled 
‘Research on the Gaelic 
Community and its Future 
Implications’. 

There will be refreshments 
available prior to the lecture and 
everyone is welcome to attend.

SPEAN Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council has appointed Jonathon 
Davies, of Roy Bridge, as a 
co-opted member.

Mr Davies was unanimously 
approved following David 
Dignan’s resignation from the 
community council.

TWO CATS are looking for a new home 
in west Ardnamurchan after their owner 
moved to Greece and was unable to take 
them with her.

Brothers Corky and Kito are currently 
being looked after by Cats Protection 
Ardnamurchan and Mull.

If you can give them a home, contact 
Sheila Paterson on 01967 431203.

THE ANNUAL Glenelg ceilidh night 
raised more than £830 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support.

The well-attended event in the village hall 

Among the highlights on the night were 
the local Proclaimers tribute act ‘The 
Disclaimers’.

THE NEWLY refurbished 
Ballachulish Village Hall 
will play host to a Christmas 
pantomime next month.

Local thespians will put on 
three performances of Babes in 
the Wood on December 13, 14 
and 15.

ST BRIDE’S Primary School in 
North Ballachulish is holding a 
Christmas Fair in aid of school 
funds tonight (Thursday).

The event, which is being held 
in the school, gets underway at 
7pm.

THE COMMUNITY group 
which owns South Uist estate 
has co-opted a new director to 
its board.

Calum MacLeod will serve 
until the next AGM in 2013 
after Colin Morrison’s recent 
resignation.

Lochnell pupils turn on Victorian 
style to celebrate winter festival 

Around the Rurals

TWO RENEWABLE energy 
projects planned for the shores of 
Loch Awe were put to Glenorchy 
and Innishail Community Council.

The Kames Burn (Eas Mor) 
Hydro Scheme and the Ardchonnell 
Wind Farm are in the early stages 
of planning, although the hydro 
scheme is due to be submitted this 
month to Argyll and Bute Council 
planners for consideration.

The 900kw hydro scheme, sited 
between Ardchonnell and Eredine, 
is mainly on Forestry Commission 
land and is being led by Gilkes 
Energy. It will take the form of a 
run-of-river scheme, as opposed to 
a reservoir dam scheme like that at 
Cruachan.

Gilkes Energy director Carl 

Crompton, who spoke to members 
of the community at Portsonachan 
Village Hall on November 7, said 
a planning decision would be 
expected in spring 2013, with a 
view to starting the construction of 
the scheme in summer or autumn 
of that year. The meeting also heard 
plans for the proposed Ardchonnell 
windfarm had been delayed 
after site surveys took longer than 
expected.

Developer RWE npower 
Renewables is currently investigat-
ing the possibility of building and 
operating a wind farm at Ardchon-
nell, approximately six kilometres 
north-west of Inveraray.

The proposal consists of up to 20 
turbines, each with a maximum 

height to blade tip  of 125 metres 
and a maximum installed capacity 
of up to 46MW (MegaWatts).

Two temporary anemometry 
masts were erected on the site in 
February 2012.

A representative of the project, 
Alan Greenwood of McGann 
Greenwood Communications, said: 
‘Some of the surveys have taken 
longer to return to us, so there 
has been a setback in the original 
timetable.

‘We will be holding a public 
exhibition at the start of next year in 
Portsonachan Village Hall to show 
people what the proposed develop-
ment might look like and how we 
can work with the community for a 
development fund.’

GLENORCHY AND INNISHAIL

a talk from a representative 
of the Scottish Farmers’ 
Union, had to be changed at 
short notice. Instead, Anne 
Tully demonstrated a long stitch 
technique for making decorative 
Christmas cards and members 
then set to making their own. 
Once again the paradox of the 
smaller the needle, the easier 
it is to sew with but the harder 
it is to thread proved trying, 
but there were lots of tips and 
help available from the more  
experienced sewers of the group  
and some pretty cards were 
produced. 

The two competitions for the 
evening were oatcakes and a 
photograph of a farming imple-
ment. Results were: oatcakes, 
1 Jane Derby; 2 Anne Tully. 
Photograph – 1 Sona Campbell; 
2 Anne Tully. 

The next meeting will be the 
Christmas Supper on December 
12 starting at 7.30pm. New 
members welcome. Why not 
come along, make new friends 
and sample the excellent 
cooking skills of Kilmore and 
District SWRI members? 

Fort William
FORT William Women’s 
Rural Institute heard from 
Sarah Hughes of Caol-based 
art project Room 13 at its 
November meeting.

Ms Hughes explained the his-
tory of the project, which was 
started at Caol Primary School 
in 1994 and has since spread 
across the world to countries 
such as Australia, Nepal, China, 
South Africa and France.

The WRI heard Room 13 
aims to improve children’s 

others through creating art.
Members then took part in 

a lively question and answer 
session with Ms Hughes. Also 
at the meeting, Mrs MacLean 
showed a beautiful footstool 
she had re-covered at a recent 
SWRI upholstery weekend 
class.

The winners of the competi-
tion for a mountain picture were 

Phyllis Knox in second.

Knox and Elspeth MacKenzie.
The next WRI meeting will 

be held at Inverlochy Hall on 
Monday December 3.

ARDNAMURCHAN

INVERGARRY

GLENELG

once per month in tandem with 
other wetlands surveys in the 

will help to inform waterbird 
conservation in future. 

Secondly, the winter farmland 
bird survey is logging different 
types of birds between the 
crofting townships of Erbusaig, 
Drumbuie, Duirinish and 
Plockton to better understand 
how these species use farmland 
in winter. The project will also 
run until March next year.  

One survey visit to Drumbuie 
in October produced a mixed 

consisted of twite, yellowham-

and reed bunting. A dead 
juvenile Manx shearwater was 
also found on a chimneystack in 
Drumbuie. 

Shearwaters migrate south 
from their northern breeding 
colonies to their wintering 
ground off South America from 
late August to early October. A 
combination of wind direction 
and street lights probably led to 

Anyone wishing to help with 
the surveys should contact 

Stephen Bentall at SBentall@
nts.org.uk for more information.

BALMACARA

CONNEL

Connel Village Hall was recently awash with ghosts, vampires and 
bunnies. Locals can relax though as the gathering was part of the 
annual Connel Hallowe’en party. There was a fantastic turnout of 
local families and prizes were handed out for the best costumes 

and best pumpkin. Prizewinners from the various age groups are 
pictured. 

BARCALDINE

Primary seven pupils organised an afternoon of fun to celebrate 
Hallowe’en at Barcaldine Primary School. All the children 

– and teachers – were asked to come dressed up as an animal 
and costumes ranged from starlings and swans to dogs and 

dinosaurs. The fun started with dooking for apples and pinning 
the rabbit’s tail with everyone getting sticky from trying to eat 
doughnuts that had been strung up without using their hands 

and marshmallows with squidgy cream. 

As part of their topic work on Polar Lands, children from Barcal-
dine Primary School were lucky enough to enjoy a workshop with 
Dr Tim Boyd of SAMS. The experiment involved them decorating 
polystyrene cups which Dr Boyd then took with him to the North 

Atlantic. These cups were lowered to 1,000 metres along with 
exploratory equipment and then retrieved at the end of the trip. 
The change was amazing; the cups shrank but remained perfect 

in every detail. 

Banavie Primary School pupils have given £100 to the Help for 
Heroes charity. The pupil council organised events throughout 

the year to raise the money. Council member Emma Simpson 
hands the cheque to Help for Heroes county organiser Susan 

Somerset. 

DALMALLY Primary School 
has received a grant from 
the community to help buy a 
outside store for equipment.

The school needs £800 for an 
outdoor storage container, as 
part of its outdoor PE pro-

CALLANDER Youth Project 
(CYP’s) Trust will hold its 
annual general meeting at 
the Bridgend Youth Hub next 
month.

Starting at 7.30pm on 
Wednesday December 12, 
the AGM will be followed a 
video presentation of the CYP’s 
current work before a tour of its 
new premises, led by the young 
people that attend.

Proceedings will be closed 
with a champagne reception and 
canapés.

Allan Wright will travel over 
the sea to teach an up and under 
at Tiree this week.

Primary and secondary pupils 
at Tiree High School will be put 
through their paces by Allan, 
who also hopes to deliver a 
community coaching session.

BANAVIE

gramme and was successful in 
gaining £250 from Glenorchy 
and Innishail Community 
Council’s An Suidhe Com-
munity Fund.

The school’s parent council is 
to generate the remaining funds.

DALMALLY

LISMORE
THE HALL committee 
organised an enjoyable  and well 
attended quiz night recently 
with Katy Crossan an excellent 
quiz master. 

Katy’s questions were wide 
ranging and imaginative and 
challenging at times. Of the 
eight teams, the top prize 
went to ‘Inspiration’ with ‘The 
Mucky Ducks”’ getting the 

THE BOWLING club has 

from Glenorchy and Innishail 
Community Council.

The money was approved by 
community council members 
from its RWE npower grant 
scheme.

CALLANDER

PORTSONACHAN

SKYE

SOUTH UIST

TIREE

BALLACHULISH

SPEAN BRIDGE

Pupils of Lochyside RC Primary School organised a service to 
mark Harvest Thanksgiving with a power point show and a play.

The children are pictured above with food brought in by the 
school community, which was later distributed to the elderly. The 

pupils also wrote their own poems for the day.

booby prize. The award for the 
best name, had there been one, 
would have gone to ‘We thought 
it was a Disco’. The evening 
raised £153.23 for hall funds.

the weather was not good and 
there was a great deal to do in 
the time available. 

The children’s fascination 
with the experience was 
obvious from the outset and 
their concentration on the tasks 
impressive. 

In the follow up session in 
the museum, they explored the 
items in the collection that have 
been discovered on Lismore, 

and how to be on the look out 
for their own discoveries.

The Stòras Uibhist board now 
comprises six elected directors 
- Angus MacMillan, John 
MacMillan, Mary Schmoller, 
Stephen MacAulay, George 
MacAulay, Sarah MacEachen 
- and two co-opted members, 
Calum MacLeod and Lorne 
MacLeod.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

A proud Fionn Cook with his 
coin.
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Ciara’s appeal
FUNDRAISING for the 
Ciara Caskie Allan appeal 
continues apace and the 
11-year-old Bowmore school 
girl will shortly be heading to 
Oklahoma to undergo proton 
therapy to counter a brain 
tumour which has blighted her 
young life and has remained a 
cause of concern to her family.

the trip has been an island 
wide effort and no stone has 
been left unturned.

Sponsored runs and walks, 
ceilidhs, discos and dances 
have all upped the ante as have 
quiz nights, cheese and wine 
events, auctions and carol 
singing.

Local farmers have 
contributed lambs to the 
appeal, auctioneers have 
waived their commission 
and the local rugby club and 
football teams, along with 
members of the crew of the 
nuclear submarine HMS 
Vanguard, have all given their 
support.

Whisky tasting at 
Bruichladdich Distillery, 
hosted by master distiller 
Jim MacEwan and singer 
and writer Robin Laing, 

total, as will the auction of 
nine specially bottled malt 
whiskies, each bearing 
the names of the distillery 
managers involved.

The overall response to the 
appeal has been overwhelming 
and it is at a time like this 
that one is proud to live in 
such a generous and caring 
community.

Further fundraising details 
and methods of donation can 
be obtained at Ciara.appeal@
yahoo.co.uk. 

Lodge award
A NEWLY-BUILT eco-lodge 
in the Mull of Oa has been 

status by the national tourism 
organisation VisitScotland.

Coillabus Lodge, with 
its outstanding views, is 
architect-designed with stone 
clad walls and a turf roof. 

Property owner Hester Ross 
was delighted to receive the 
award which recognises vision 
and lots of hard work. ‘We 
have worked with so many 
island and Scottish craftsmen 
and suppliers to bring it all 
together,’ said Hester. ‘With 

our whisky, scenery and 
wildlife I believe Islay is a 

this award we can become an 
important part of that vision.’

VisitScotland regional 
director David Adams 
MacGilp praised the Oa 
project and was encouraged to 
see tourism in Argyll greatly 
enhanced by the provision of 
high class properties such as 
Coillabus Lodge.

Fèis Ìle
AT THE annual general 
meeting of the Islay Festival 
Association, chairwoman 
Florence Grey described Fèis 
Ìle 2012 as an outstanding 
success and thanked 
committee members and the 
island community for their 
commitment and hard work.

This resulted in a varied 
festival programme which 
attracted large crowds and 
appealed to both visitors and 
locals. A number of new faces 
have joined the committee 
and they are now doing the 

in the association’s 2013 
calendar. 

This will be the annual 
Burns Supper in the Maltmill 
at Lagavulin Distillery on 
January 26.

Gaelic worship
GAELIC speakers can 
worship in their native or 
adopted tongue at a Gaelic 
service at the Bowmore Round 
Church on Sunday November 
25 beginning at 6.30pm.

This is one of a series of acts 
of Gaelic worship promoted 
by the Argyll Ptresbytery and 
held in churches throughout 
the island.

Leading the worship at 
Bowmore will be Alastair 
Scoular, a Gaelic translator 
and member of Edinbugh’s 
Greyfriars Highland church. 
Alastair is of Colonsay stock 
and is no stranger to Gaelic 
pulpits on the island and far 
beyond. 

Enhancing the praise 
will be Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Ìle, conducted by Iseabail 
Mactaggart, and there will 
also be musical input from 
pupils at the Gaelic unit at 
Bowmore Primary School. 
Thigeabh agus dèanamh 
adhradh.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX   
Tel: 01496 810658.

Islay Letter

INTERVIEWS will take place shortly for the 
vacant head teacher’s post at Kinlochleven High 
School. 

The closing date for applications was 
November 9. Previous head John McGilp left 
to take up the post of acting head teacher at 
Thurso High School in October.

-
chleven’s latest attraction – a 1.5km salmon 
trail along the River Leven – is expected to be 
announced shortly.

The trail features interpretation panels and 

artworks describing and depicting the lifecycles 
of the salmon and the river’s history. The 
Lochaber Fisheries Trust (LFT) project also 

have played in the local community. 
Kinlochleven Primary School pupils and local 

volunteers helped build the £30,000 feature, 
which was funded through the Heritage Lottery 
Fund and Highland LEADER.

KINLOCHLEVEN Community Trust will hold 

park on Tuesday December 11 at 7pm.

KINLOCHLEVEN will stage one of its biggest 
community days out of the year on December 8 
when the 2012 Christmas Leven Festival is held 
in the Ice factor.

from across Lochaber to see Santa in his 
freezing ice grotto.

A family of reindeer and Santa’s elves – who, 
we are told, will bear a striking resemblance 
to some ‘weel kent’ local faces - will also be 
among the attractions on the day. Christmas 
stalls, festive fare and a tombola will add to the 
festive sense of occasion.

Organiser Kay McDuff would be grateful for 

prizes. The event runs from 11am to 3pm

KINLOCHLEVEN Community Council and 
Kinlochleven Community Trust have held the 
latest in a series of meetings to agree a joint 
programme of action for the village.

Projects include a small-scale hydropower 
scheme, which, it is hoped, will provide much-
needed revenue in future years. Consultants 
are currently examining options on harnessing 
one of the burns above the village to provide 
electricity.

Rio Tinto Alcan still generates a huge amount 
of power from its turbine house in Kinlochleven 
using water brought down in giant pipes from 
the Blackwater Reservoir. Plans are also in 
hand to re-open the public toilets opposite the 
Ice Factor. Local Highland councillors have 
agreed in principle to hand over the building 
to community control. Costs of refurbishment 
and managing the toilets are currently being 

Down Your Way
Kinlochleven

The Ice Factor: part of the Highland Comfort 
Scheme. 20_f47ice01

Sheena Mitchell and John Groundwater with 
children Archie and Brodie visit Santa in his icy 
grotto at last year’s Christmas Leven Festival. 

20_f47santa01

WHEN Flight Lieutenant 
Tiffany Lamont from 
Balmacara heard from her aunt 
Nina Martin of Ardelve that the 
branch needed a new standard 
she decided to raise the money 
for it.

Nina, who is on the committee 
of the Lochalsh branch of the 
Royal British Legion Scotland, 
and her Balmacara cousin 
Corporal John Macleod of the 
Royal Artillery were serving 
in Afghanistan at the time and 
together they raised the £500 
needed. 

The standard was bought in 
time for the armistice parade 
last Sunday and the cousins got 
special leave to come home and 
attend.

Both laid wreaths, John on 
behalf of Help for Heroes 
and Tiffany on behalf of the 
RAF. John is now at Larkhill, 
Wiltshire, and Tiffany at RAF
Cranwell.

Tiffany is the daughter of 
Lexie and the late Alastair 
Martin, Balmacara, and John 

Flight Lieutenant Tiffany Lamont and  Corporal John Macleod unfurl the banner at the Balmacara 
war memorial. 

PLOCKTON
is the son of Ian and Caroline 
Macleod, also Balmacara.

The Lochalsh branch thanked 
the duo in person for their 
generous offer.

A COFFEE morning in 
Plockton Hotel on November 
3 raised £267 for the children’s 
Christmas party and a coffee 
morning in the Plockton Inn on 
November 10 raised £280 for 
Plockton Football Club.

LOCHAN, the local arts 
network, presented the Tim 
Kliphuis Trio to an audience of 
around 30 in Plockton Hall on 
November 7.

PLOCKTON and District 
Horticultural and Arts and 
Crafts Society held its AGM in 
Plockton Hall on October 24 
with 21 members present.

president - Jill Charnley; vice 

president - Gill Harrington; 
secretary - Kirsty Stanley; 
treasurer - Sheila Harvey; 
membership secretary Adrienne 
Sowood. 

A committee of 10 members 
was also elected.

HUNDREDS of waxwings 
have arrived in Plockton and are 
attracting a lot of attention as 
they are not usually seen in the 
village.

THE PAUL Mackenna band, on 
a short tour of the Highlands, 
played in Plockton Hall on 
November 15.

DESPITE one poppy tin being 
stolen from the Plockton Inn, 
the village of Plockton and 
Plockton High School along 
with Duirinish and Drumbuie 
raised the record sum of 
£1034.55 for the Earl Haig fund 
this year.

CHILDREN from Inveraray 
Primary School have con-
tributed to a major national 
exhibition of aerial photography 
that opened on October 26 at the 
Lighthouse, Glasgow. 

Above Scotland – a new 
exhibition at created by Archi-
tecture and Design Scotland 
and the Royal Commission 
on the Ancient and Historical 
Monuments of Scotland – gives 
visitors a unique bird’s-eye view 
of Scotland through stunning 
aerial photography from the 

National Collection of Aerial 
Photography.

In the autumn of 2012, the 
Architecture and Design 
Scotland education team worked 
with schools around Scotland to 
give children the opportunity to 
see their place from an unusual 
perspective. 

Children from Inveraray 
Primary School were inspired 
by their town and surroundings 
to create striking visual images, 
inscribed on the landscape with 
fabric, to communicate personal 

INVERARAY

and community narratives of 
daily life, history and productiv-
ity.

The Above Scotland 
exhibition runs until January 23 
in Gallery 2, The Lighthouse, 11 
Mitchell Lane, Glasgow.

Inveraray from the air. 

investigated with a view to re-opening them, 
hopefully by the end of next year.

The Ice Factor is currently making toilet 
facilities available to the public through the 
Highland Comfort Scheme.

Next week Down Your Way visits Lochgilphead 
with reporter Edel Kenealy. You can contact 

Edel on 01546 602345 or email                                
 editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

KINLOCHLEVEN’S ‘wee charity shop’ is 
to hand over £1,000 towards Kinlochleven 
Community Trust’s (KCT) summer hanging 
basket display and £500 for the ‘Pelton Wheel’ 
interpretation panel in the square.

The shop, which operates from premises on 
Kinlochleven Business Park from 10am to 

2pm on Fridays and Saturdays, raises money 
throughout the year for local good causes. Local 
woman Kay McDuff runs the enterprise.

‘The donation of £1,000 is vital. We would 
probably not be able to go ahead with the 
hanging baskets without it.’

Guaranteed

installation

before

Christmas

plus £100 

M&S vouchers 

on every order
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE
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Across
1 Back pain (7)
5 Bridal path (5)
8 Actual (2,5)
9 One hiding in another country (5)
10 Green (5)
11 Barricade (7)
12 One who dies for their cause (6)
14 Overly enthusiastic person (6)
17 Hand without chosen suit (2-5)
19 Confuse (5)
22 Small piece of land in water (5)
23 Analyze (7)
24 High nest (5)
25 Negligible quantity (7)

Down
1 Burdened (5)
2 Civilian clothes (5)
3 Bow sport (7)
4 As defined by smelling (6)
5 Crosswise, on deck (5)
6 Greens (7)
7 Constituent (7)
12 Not having female traits (7)
13 Snake in the grass (7)
15 Lift by the conductor (7)
16 Globe (6)
18 Loosen laces (5)
20 Added fancy (5)
21 Inexperienced (5)
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This week’s flashback photograph is of Oban’s Railway Pier in the early 1960s and was submitted by Jim Donn of 
Aberdeen. The ship closest to the quayside is the Fisheries Protection vessel ‘Mull’. The railway oil tanker, top right, 
would have been used for re-fuelling ships at that corner of the pier. In earlier times, coal trucks would have been 

shunted there to provide bunkers for the steamers. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or 
email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone 

wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Oban Railway Pier - early 1960s

current lack of wardens and an 
increasing number of empty 
stores.  This is shopping hell, not 
shopping heaven. Ironically, it 
is in this dying part of the street 

many of the small traders that 
are unique to the town, whilst 
the southern part is home to 
several national chains that 
provide nothing that doesn’t 
exist in most towns and cities of 
the UK.

But death is not inevitable and 
Oban’s future wealth depends 
on instituting radical change. 
Where towns have been brave 
they have reaped rewards, 
pulling in shoppers and tourists. 
The answer is in making the 
street environment attractive. 
Crucial is to pedestrianise the 
stretch between William Street 
and Stafford Street.

Remove the vehicles, both 
moving and stationary; pave it to 
make it attractive to pedestrians; 
encourage those who can to 
stake out pavement eating and 
drinking; license costermongers 
to set up stalls selling local 
produce and use CHORD and 
BID cash to establish a street 
canopy that would give wet-
weather protection and create 
ambience.

end of town and the increased 
custom will help the traders 
through higher turnover and 
this, in turn, will justify the high 
rents.

This will then be the place 
to be, rather than the place to 
avoid.
Ian Reid, Oban. 

Leave it to the 
islanders
Sir,
Once again Bòrd na Gàidhlig 
(BNG) is looking for a chief. 

How many is that since it 
started and what actually are 
they trying to do?

I’d like to see it disbanded 
altogether, along with all 
government agencies who are 
only holding up development, 
while costing us a fortune. Why 
do we need BNG, or any other 
organisation, to tell us what to 
do in our lives?

Development and enterprise 
should come from honest 
individuals, not groups or 
quangos 

Islanders, whether they be 

else with enterprising spirit, 
should be able to go to a bank 

to get the necessary support and 

agency that is simply holding us 
back. 

If that means Gaelic will 
eventually die, I’d rather see that 
than quangos manupilating it for 
their own ends and egos.

Let Gaelic die gracefully 
and stop making it a mongrel 
language without a culture for 
the sake of being seen to be 
doing something. 
Angus Campbell, Garrymn-
namonie, South Uist.

AN T-SEACHDAIN SEO tha mi a’ tilleadh gu cuspair a tha mi 
air a thogail iomadh uair roimhe. 

Gu dearbh, chuir e iongnadh orm a’ coimhead air ais gum 
bheil còrr air ceithir bliadhna bho thug mi a’ chiad tarraing 
air cumhachd ath-nuadhachail anns a’ cholbh seo. ’S e brìgh 
mo chuid argamaid gur e seo gnìomhachas a tha gu nàdarra 
làidir air an taobh an iar far nach eil cothroman cosnaidh eile 
cho furasta an lorg neo an stèidheachadh agus gum faodaiste 
leasachadh maireannach fhaotainn dha eaconamaidh nan 
coimhearsnachdan air na h-iomaill tron ghnìomhachas seo. 

Tha caochladh bhuidhnean poblach air innleachdan taice 
eadar-dhealaichte a dhealbh is a chur an gnìomh thar iomadh 
bliadhna ach a rèir coltais, chan eil cùisean dad nas tèarainte 
anns na h-eileanan is air iomall na Gàidhealtachd. Cha mhotha 
na sin a tha taicean Eòrpach air adhartas maireannach a thoirt 
dhaibh seo. 

Tha milleanan not de dh’ionmhas poblach air a dhol an sàs 
a’ cur taice ri caochladh iomairtean leasachaidh ach chan eil 
suidheachadh eaconamach nan coimhearsnachdan sin dad 
nas tèarainte.  Nach eil e a’ dèanamh ciall gum bithte a-nise 
a’ gabhail brath air pòsadh eadar amasan uaine an t-saoghail 
agus an t-adhartas ann an comasan giollachd chumhachd 
ath-nuadhachail gus teachd-an-tìr chothromach a thoirt dha na 
coimhearsnachdan sin air an oir. 

Tha dearbhadh againn ann an caochladh choimhearsnachdan 
mar-thà air na dh’fhaodas tuathan-gaoithe a chosnadh 
dhaibh. Nan robh càball air a leagail fon mhuir eadar 
Steòrnabhagh agus Siorrachd Inbhir Àir, dh’fhaodadh a h-uile 
coimhearsnachd air an taobh siar brath a ghabhail air tuathan-
gaoithe agus ’s dòcha cumhachd na mara gus tèarainteachd 
eaconamach a ghleidheadh mu dheireadh thall! Tha sinn a’ 
cluinntinn mòran mun t-srì a th’ aig muinntir nan Eileanan 
Siar a’ feuchainn ri càball fhaotainn eadar Leòdhas is tir-mòr 
Alba gus cumhachd a reic agus gun teagamh,  tha na suimean 
ionmhais air am bheilear a’ bruidhinn car eagallach. 

Ach tha dleastanas air an Riaghaltas agus air buidhnean-
leasachaidh poblach sealltainn air feumalachdan a h-uile 
coimhearsnachd agus bheireadh a leithid de chàball mòran 
de na sgìrean ‘aig an oir’ a-staigh air margaid cumhachd 
ath-nuadhachail. 

Dh’fhaodadh an teachd-an-tìr a thigeadh à sin cosnadh is 
cothroman tèarainteachd a thoirt dha na sgìrean sin mar nach 
robh aca riamh, gun ìocas air na dh’fhaodadh e cuideachd a 
chur ri amasan croitearachd neo leasachadh Gàidhlig. 

Cothrom leasachaidh mar nach fhacas riamh roimhe agus tha 
fhios, iomairt is fhiach a chur air adhart!

LINKING the Western Isles to the national grid is clearly 
important, but a subsea cable between Stornoway and 
the Ayrshire coast would enable many other peripheral 
communities the potential to capitalise on renewable energy 
income. 

The economic stability and sustainability of these 
communities is a continuing challenge, and when vast sums 
are being invested in survival and the future, government 
and its agencies have a responsibility to give these peripheral 
communities this unique lifeline opportunity. 

This is surely an initiative at the edge worth campaigning for.
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Clarification
THE OBAN Times would like to clarify that Duncan Pincock 
was the piper leading the Remembrace Day parade to 
Balmacara war memorial, not his dad Dougie, as reported in 
last week’s Oban Times.

Tiree Association 
Annual  Concert
NOT FOR
in recent years, Tiree 
Association committee 
members had to put out extra 
seats to accommodate the 
large audience at their annual 
concert  in Lesser Partick 
Burgh Hall on Thursday 
November 15.  

With Donald Morrison, a 
native of South Uist and well-
known auctioneer and director 
of United Auctions, in the 
chair the crowd was treated to 
a smoothly run occasion with 
many humorous stories. 

The singers on this occasion 
were Amanda Millen, Gordon 
McKeeve and Alasdair Whyte 
and they were joined by Seona 
Brown, a primary two pupil 
at Glasgow Gaelic School, 
who showed why she was 
so successful at the recent 
National Mòd in Dunoon.

The concert was opened 
with piping selections from 
association Piper Donald 
Campbell and the second 
half by piper John Campbell.  
Iain Smith again provided 
excellent accordion selections 
and he joined John Campbell, 
his colleague from Trail 
West, while he was piping. 
Unfortunately Catriona Watt 
had to withdraw through 
illness but accompanist Kenny 
Thomson led a sing-a-long 
from many of the Scottish 
islands to compensate. 

Fiddler’s rally
FORTY years after their 
formation by a few local 
enthusiasts, Bearsden and 
Milngavie Fiddlers will 
hold its 36th annual rally 
in Milngavie Town Hall on 
Saturday December 1.  

With Irene MacLaren 
conducting, the group is 
now about 50 strong with 
musicians of all ages playing 
a variety of instruments. 
In addition there is a junior 

members. Tickets are available 
from Milngavie Bookshop, 
Purple Edge in Bearsden, 
by contacting www.norman.
macmillan@yahoo.co.uk or 

Youth on stage 
HAVING had a youth concert 
on its syllabus for many years, 
the Ladies’ Committee of  
Glasgow Skye Association 
this year organised a concert 
to showcase prizewinners at 
this year’s National Mod. 

Held in the Crawford Hall, 
and with Marion MacLeod 
in the chair, this proved to 
be a most enjoyable evening 
with nearly 30 participants 
from the wider Glasgow area. 
The committee hope this can 
become an annual event.

Scottish music 
concert
THE FIRST concert of the 
session by students of the BA 
Traditional Music Course 
at the Royal Conservatoire 
for Scotland will take place 
in the college at 7.30pm on 

Students will be showcasing 
some of their favourite music 
and some new compositions.  

4101 or www.rcs.ac.uk.

Echoes of Oban
THIS year’s ‘Echoes of Oban’ 

concert will be held in the 
College of Piping on Saturday 

feature winners from this 
year’s Argyllshire Gathering.  

Stuart Liddell, Gordon 
Walker, Finlay Johnston, 
Alistair Dunn, Peter 
McCalister, Jonathan 
Graham and Innes Smith are 
programmed to appear with 
Angus MacColl Junior getting 
the evening’s entertainment 
underway.

Phil Cunningham 
and Aly Bain
IN THEIR annual party in the 
Royal Concert Hall at 7.30pm 
on Friday November 30, Phil 
and Aly will be performing 
with the Royal Scottish 
National Orchestra, conductor 
John Logan, with special 
guests Julie Fowlis and the 
National Youth Pipe Band of 
Scotland.

This promises to be a night 
of spontaneous witty banter 
and wonderful Scottish music.

Colonel Lachie 
Robertson
READERS will be saddened 
to learn of the passing of 
Colonel Lachie Robertson, a 
well-known past president of 
the Glasgow Skye Association 
and a long-serving and 
respected master at Glasgow 
Academy over many years.  

Our sympathy is extended to 
his family at this time.

Diary dates 
Thursday November 22:
Live at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, Thea 
Gilmore and support. Comunn 
Taobh an Iar Haggis Supper, 
Ellangowan Social Club, 
Milngavie, 7.30pm. Fred 
Morrison, WRI Hall, Comrie.
Friday November 23:
Building Fund Raising Ceilidh 
Dance, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, Annasach Ceilidh 
Band.
Saturday November 24:  
Ceol’s Craic, The Lochies, 
sold out. Echoes of Oban 
- see above. Clann Gaidhlig, 
Westburn Hall, Nelson Street, 
Greenock.
Wednesday November 28:
Night of Scottish Music, Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland, 
7.30pm - see above.
Thursday November 29:  
Live at the Star, St Andrew’s 
in the Square, 8pm, Paul 
MacKenna Band.
Friday November 30:  
Glasgow Islay Association St 
Andrew’s Ceilidh, Crawford 
Hall, Partick, 7.30pm. 
Ceilidh Dance with Deoch ’n 
Dorus, Glasgow University 
Union, 8pm. St Andrew’s 
in the Square Concert and 
Ceilidh, 8pm. Royal Scottish 
National Orchstra with Phil 
Cunningham and Aly Bain 
- see above.
Saturday December 1:
Bearsden Fiddler’s Rally - see 
above.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be played by 
Deoch’n Dorus on Friday, 
Dodgy Ground on Saturday 
and by Willie Cameron/ 
Martin Pottinger on Sunday 
while in the Islay Inn it will be 
Gunna Sound on Friday and 
the Keelies on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Safeguard Mull 
road users
Sir,
We are writing to raise serious 
concerns for the safety of people 
who use the Glen Aros road on 
the Isle of Mull. 

This is the main road, 
irrespective of its designation, 
connecting north west Mull 
to the main Tobermory to 
Craignure Road.

This road is used daily by 
commuters going to the ferry; 
patients attending hospital 

emergency services; school 
transport; medical staff who 
work at Dunaros soon to be 
transferred to the PCC at 
Craignure; home carers; forestry 
lorries; biomass deliveries; 
deliveries from the mainland 
and the public.

We appreciate the council has 
a suggested an alternative route 
which goes from Dervaig to 
Tobermory but there are various 
reasons this is not feasible, 
including:

School children in Dervaig 
would need to be collected 
around 7.15am-7.30am and 
parents feel this is unacceptable. 

The alternative route adds 
17 miles onto the journey. 

Crannich Farm, in the 
middle of this road, has been 
awarded the contract for the 
biomass heating system at the 
new hospital and will not be 
able to use the alternative route 
unless the Glen Road has been 
gritted. 

We allow children in school 
transport to travel on this 
ungritted road. 

We are told there have to be 

council can grit it. Is Argyll and 
Bute Council saying it will let 
11 or less children travel on an 
ungritted road? 

The reason we have been given 
for this road not being gritted is 
it is not a priority road.

This road has had more cars 
going off than most other roads 
on Mull. 

The majority of the Glen Road 
has no mobile reception which is 
another major concern.

We have put representation 
forward to the council previously 
but to no avail and we are 
uniting as a community now to 
safeguard our Mull road users.
Michelle Duffy, Dervaig, Isle 
of Mull.

Oban’s HOPE 
Kitchen a valuable 
resource
Sir,
On behalf of HOPE Kitchen 
Management Committee, 
I would like to address 
misunderstandings which have 
arisen following recent Oban 
Times articles.

One article appeared to 
portray Tesco and the Co-op in 
a negative light, the comments 
attributed to Hope Kitchen 
being somewhat misleading. 
The committee assures readers 
we are very appreciative of the 
support these stores gave to 
HOPE in the past, particularly 
in relation to bag packing, gift 
cards and collection days and 
trust their future support will 
continue. 

Secondly, the article referred 
to ‘100 homeless people a week’ 
that were fed by HOPE, which 
has been described as ‘grossly 

misunderstanding arose from 
the article as there were 100 
meals prepared during the week 

to seven were living in tents in 
and around Oban. 

HOPE Kitchen is a legally 
constituted charity regulated by 

Regulator. Our objectives are 
to assist with ensuring that 
vulnerable people with alcohol, 
drug and mental health problems 
in Oban are not excluded by 
their particular circumstances in 
terms of social welfare and are 
given opportunities for support, 
food, shelter and friendship 
which are not available through 
main stream structure to people 
in their situations.

HOPE relies on voluntary 
funding from local people and 
businesses with assistance from 
grant awarding bodies including 
Argyll and Bute Council. The 
generosity shown is gratefully 
appreciated by all at HOPE 
Kitchen. 

Local councillors will attend 
HOPE Kitchen in the near future 
to see the work that takes place 
and discuss future objectives 
with management committee 
members. 

HOPE Kitchen is a valuable 
resource for those less fortunate 
individuals in our town and 
values any help given by 
volunteers.  

times demand is growing and 
surely reaching out to those in 
need is something we should all 
be doing.
Dr Stuart Chalmers, chairman, 
HOPE Kitchen.

Demolish town 
centre eyesore
Sir,
I write in response to your article 

School in Oban. 
The choice is simple. Do we 

want a derelict building in the 
town centre that will eventually 
fall down or do we want a local 
developer - not us - to build an 
old folks complex plus affordable 
housing on the site? 

The development would provide 
much-needed employment and 
put bread on a lot of people’s 
tables. 

May I remind Historic Scotland, 

and elected members that they 
are paid to serve the wishes of 
the people and it is my reading of 
the situation that a vast majority 
want to see this eyesore down. 

Just to bring the present 
building up to standard would 
cost in excess of £3million and 
thus make restoration a non-
starter. 
John MacGregor, Ganavan 
Sands Development Limited.

Radical change 
needed to save 
George Street
Sir, 
It is sad to say, but if nothing is 
done the north end of George 
Street, Oban, is doomed to a slow 
but inexorable death as a place to 
shop - ‘Another retail door closes 
on Oban’s George Street’, The 
Oban Times, November 15.

Just look at what is on offer: 
two narrow pavements divided 

that makes it almost impossible 
to cross the road without 
danger and delay; two lines of 
parked cars, one legitimate, the 
other taking advantage of the 

Non-Gaelic 
speakers sidelined 
at Mòd
Sir,
As non-Gaelic speakers, 
we would like to register a 
complaint about the policy of 
near saturation cover in Gaelic 
at the main events at the recent 
Dunoon Mòd.

We do appreciate the aim is to 
promote use of the language but 
this had the effect of diminishing 
the pleasure of ourselves and 
those like us.

We would not expect a full 
translation, but the name of the 
competitior or group or choir, 
where they came from and the 
name of the piece would be 

Gaelic speakers.
There must be many like 

ourselves whose roots are in the 
Gaelic heartlands, have a love 
of Gaelic culture and music and 
who have felt sidelined by the 
near exclusive use of Gaelic.

in Gaelic, was very poorly 
attended. Is there a connection? 
If more non-speakers were to 
be encouraged to attend, would 
the attendance improve? We 
believe it would. Would that 
small concession to bilingualism 
be fatal to the Gaelic cause? We 
think not, but it may just help to 

Dolina Hamilton, Life Member 
of An Comunn, Kirn, Dunoon, 
and Anne Gerber, Perthshire.

Keep things in 
proportion
Sir,
A number of correspondents 
have been offended by Mr Rodg-
er’s sensible letter on Gaelic in 
your issue of November 1.

It is excellent some money 
is being spent on maintaining 
Gaelic culture in Scotland, but 
the latest census showed less than 
two per cent of our population 
claim any knowledge of Gaelic 
so it can never play a large part in 
the lives of the Scottish people, 
other than for the enthusiasts 
who take an interest in the Mòd. 
On the other hand, tourism does 
play a large part in the Scottish 

our new road signs particularly 

it easy to buy a map with Gaelic 

of our own population they are 
meaningless.

John Morrison suggested that 
the cost of providing these signs 
is minimal as they only become 
bilingual when they need to be 
replaced. This is nonsense as 
they were all replaced at once at 
the expense of the taxpayer and I 
recall for Argyll and Bute alone 
the cost was £650,000. Let us 
keep things in proportion and not 
imagine centuries of decline in 
the use of Gaelic in our everyday 
lives can ever be reversed.
Professor Colin Davidson, 
Ardfern.

Roadworks - a necessary evil
YOU DO sometimes have to feel for the organisations looking 
after our roads.

safety paranoia and legal bureaucracy they are expected to give 

with David Haye.
And then, when the piggy bank is emptied to pay for repairs, 

when is a good time to start? Certainly not during the tourist 
season, or during autumn events and festivals. And don’t even 
think about relaying a road surface in the wet and cold winter.

The state of roads in Scotland, not just Argyll, is so bad that 
any major investment in the network north of the central belt is 
hard to come by. 

The current roadworks in Oban’s town centre will be inconven-
ient, at best, but long term denial of the condition of the network 
would be far worse.
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NEWSDESK
01631 568000

Battery Point, Pier Road, Tarbert, Argyll PA29 6UF
Tel/Fax  01880 821 136   Mobile  07786 390 668

Prentice Seafoods

Suppliers of Live Shellfish to Trade and Public.
Selling Locally Caught

Lobster, Crab, Prawns, Squat Lobsters,
Scallops, Oysters, Mussels etc

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm

Clear Vision in Retirement 
By John Wallace
With the prospect of thirty or forty years of life left to enjoy 
retirement clear healthy eyesight is very important. With 
many retirees being as active in their retirement as they 
were when working vision correction solutions must take 
your lifestyle into account. 
Perhaps you would be better with varifocals for general use 
and a separate pair of glasses purpose designed for your 
particular leisure activity. Contact lenses might be a better 
alternative if you participate in outdoor sports. Whatever 
your vision requirements Wallace Optometrists can offer 
you a fully customised solution. 
As important as seeing clearly, is maintaining healthy 
eyes. Anyone resident in Scotland and age sixty or over, is 
entitled to free regular eye examinations courtesy of NHS 
Scotland. Not only will you have your vision checked but 
you will also receive a thorough check of the health of your 
eyes. Wallace Optometrists use the very latest Optomap™ 
digital imaging system to see up to twenty times more of 
the back of your eyes compared to the standard systems 
used by virtually every other practice in Scotland. You can 
also have the very latest digital spectacle lenses from 

you need glasses.
Wallace Optometrists

for people who really care about eyes.

The Oban Times

The Oban Times

Robert Dunn: rejected for job 
10_f47renew01

David MacFarlane battles the floods during Monday’s deluge. 

EXCLUSIVE

The Oban Times

The accident scene on the A863 near Drynoch on Saturday 
afternoon. Photograph by The Tartan Lens. 

The Oban Times

Battle looms 
over green 
group’s job 
appointment

The Oban Times

EXCLUSIVE

The Oban 
Times

The 
Oban Times

Fort William 
parents defend 
their school
Council clarifies plans
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Graham Scott, Dip FA INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISORCovering Argyll including Islay and Mull

For a NO OBLIGATION FIRST MEETING call 07738 121549 gas.gascott@btinternet.comFinancial Services Scotland ltd is an appointed representative of Personal Touch 
Financial Services Ltd which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services 

Authority. FSS ltd is registered in Scotland, company number SC 408291.

All types of work carried out, tuning, maintenance and valuations on pianos, 
harpsichords and small chamber organs.Harpsichord hire also availableQuality friendly service - distance no objectTel: 07970 443 456

Allan R Wright Piano Tuner

piano tuner tree services

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Cleaned and Cleared – Fast

From £48
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Also drain repairs and surveys
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ARGYLL & BUTE
ENVIRONMENTAL

LTD

Donald Files 

PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

Telephone 01631 565043

Mobile 077327 32447

DUNCAN HUNTER
Joiner and General Maintenance

Unit 10, 
Kilmory

Industrial Estate, 
Lochgilphead

Tel: 01546 606062
Mob: 07810 510884

Vehicle Hire and Sales

Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD

Tel: (01586) 554480 

Fax: 01586 551414

Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com

SANDY GEORGE BRICKLAYING & GROUNDWORKSFORT WILLIAM• NEW BUILDS • ROADS & DRIVEWAYS• EXTENTIONS • SEWERS• FOUNDATIONS • DRAINAGE• GARAGES • SHUTTERING &CONCRETE WORK 
• RETANING WALLS • ALL KERBING AND TARING HOUSING SITES FROM SITE CLEARANCE TO DPC LEVEL01397 700115 • 07979495083

T Maxwell Plant Hire
EST 1985

Wheeled & tracked 360 excavators

with qualified operator.

Experienced in all aspects of ground works.

Competitive hire rates

Mobile: 07831 672717

accountancy

decorator

plumbing
engineering

construction

joiner
BLO

drainage

vehicle hire

il
heating

SA

bricklaying

l n

plant hire

sky installer

Tel: 01631 563684
Email: carpetservoban@btconnect.com

Top Quality Carpets and Vinyl !

Roll Remnants !

Unbeatable Choice !

The Best Service !

Carpet Services
OBAN

Carpetsosteomyologist
financial advice

John MacAlister (Oban) Ltd

Oban Livestock Centre, Upper Soroba 
Tel: 01631 566095• Fabrication of hydraulic pipes and hoses• Trailer repairs

AUTO AND MARINE ENGINEERING SERVICES

marine services

MacCOLL BROTHERS 

CONTRACTS

Driveways / Slabbing / Concreting / 

Tarmacadam and Fencing

PLANT HIRE

26 Ton Beavertail For Hire

THERE IS NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TOO BIG

01397 700616

or Mobile 07885 177717 / 07715 493083

plant hire
Glen Creran Wood

ScottishOAK
www.glencreranwood.co.uk01631 730256

Beams • Kiln dried planks • Rustic lintels • Burr planks

timber supplies
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ARGYLL ANIMAL AID
REGISTERED CHARITY SC013211

Dog enquiries please phone Jean on 01631 566406
Cat enquiries please phone Pat on 01852 300362

CATS  AND DOGS LOOKING FOR HOMES
MOLLY  LITTLE CAT HAMISH

MILLIE MINTY LEO

OLLIE TOM MOLLY (2)

SANDY MAC BUFFY

Very sweet little girl. Is spayed. Nice girl. Not used to dogs or children. Sweet little boy. Will be neutered before rehoming.

Very friendly girl. Is spayed. Nice girl. Looking for a lap to sit on. Very friendly boy. Must go with Ollie.

Very friendly boy. Must go with Leo. Neutered boy. Not used to children or dogs. Nice girl. Not used to children or dogs.

Nice and friendly. 9 years old Kelpie boy. Friendly and lively. 9 month old lab cross. Friendly 4 year old boy. Is neutered.

A CHARITY set up by a Lochailort 
husband and wife has donated almost 
£23,000 to various good causes over the 
past year.

And Kirsty’s Kids is now looking for 

winter appeal target of £4,000.
The charity was set up by John Bryden 

and his wife Jan in memory of their 
daughter Kirsty who died in a car crash on 
the A830 Road to the Isles in 2010, aged 
20.

Mr Bryden raised well over £10,000 
last year by circumnavigating Great 
Britain on his motorbike and a number 
of other fundraising events have been 
held across the country, including ‘Come 

Dine With Me’ nights. Among the various 
causes the money raised has gone to are 
- £5,000 to Over the Wall summer camp 
for youngsters with serious illnesses; 
£5,500 to Children’s Hospice Association 
Scotland for specialist beds; £5,000 for 
a CHAS summer camp and £960 to 
Kilmaron Special School in Cupar for 
light and sound sensory equipment.

Donations
Mr Bryden said: ‘We would like to thank 

everyone for your continued support and 
ask that the donations keep coming in.

‘We are only as good as our volunteers 
fundraisers and those who donate time, 
money, sponsorship and equipment to help 
us on our fundraising events.’

New firm wins    
top award
AN ARISAIG-based business 
has scooped a top industry prize 
for its success since setting up 
earlier this year.

Fuze Ceremonies won the 
Glasgow Caledonian University 
award for new business with 
greatest community impact.

Anne Widdop and Victoria 
Bisland also received a £5,000 
cash prize at the Entrepreneurial 
Spark presentation in Glasgow. 
The company specialises in 
offering humanist ceremonies.

Rollover jackpot
A ROLLOVER jackpot of 
£200 is up for grabs in this 
weekend’s Fort William 
FC weekly lotto draw after 
no-one won the cash prize 
last week.

The lotto numbers last 
week were 05-06-09.

Lochaber Artistic Roller Skating Club celebrated 25 years with a spectacular show at the Nevis 
Centre in Fort William on Saturday night. ‘Silver Wheels’ saw youngsters and senior skaters from 
across the region strut their stuff for the delighted audience with a mix of individual and group 
performances. Club secretary Marjory Currie said: ‘I would like to thank the many businesses, 

individuals and committee members who contributed to our 25th anniversary show. The night was 
a great success and we gratefully appreciated the amount of support received on the night and 

over the past 25 years.’ Committee member Frieda Alexander said: ‘We are extremely proud of all 
the youngsters we have coached.’ 20_f47roller01

Award-winning 
writer Morvern 
bound
AWARD-winning author and 
poet Jackie Kay is to be the 

writer in residence in Morvern. 
Ms Kay will stay at the 

Ardtornish Estate Retreat, 
a partnership between the 
trust and the estate backed by 
top author Alexander Mc-
Call Smith. During her time in 
Morvern, Ms Kay will work on 
her novel Bystander and create 
a new piece of work exclusively 
for the trust.

Trust chief executive 

residency was ‘a world-class 
creative opportunity for writers 
of note’.

Ardtornish director Hugh 
Raven hoped Ms Kay would 

and peaceful place to write’.
Ms Kay, who was awarded 

an MBE in 2006, said she was 
looking forward to having 
time and space for ‘proper 
contemplation’.

Woodland crofting 
in seminar 
spotlight
HOW TO become a woodland 
crofter will be the focus of a 
Scottish Crofting Federation 
(SCF) seminar in the GALE 
Centre in Gairloch today.

A new website, www.
woodlandcrofts.org, will soon 
follow to explain the ethos of 
woodland crofting, as well as 
legal and practical considera-
tions. It will feature a Woodland 
Crofts Register of Interest to 
match up people wanting a 
woodland croft with those who 
have them available or plan to 
develop them. 

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise is funding the event, 
the latest in a series run by the 
Woodland Crofts Partnership 
comprising the SCF, the Com-
munity Woodlands Association 
and the Highlands Small 
Communities Housing Trust.

‘Legal high’ 
warning
FORT William police have 
warned of the possible dangers 
of using ‘legal highs’ – sub-
stances which produce similar 
effects to illegal drugs.

Legal highs, such as the 
recently banned mephedrone 
or ‘M-cat’, are new substances 
which are often not illegal be-
cause not enough research has 
been carried out to determine if 
they are dangerous.

Fort William community 

‘They have not been tested on 
humans and could cause all 
sorts of serious long-term and 
short-term health issues, even 

‘The risk is even greater if 
the legal high is combined with 
alcohol or with another type of 
drug.’

Craft and food 
festival
THE ROTARY Club of 
Lochaber is holding its 
annual craft and food 
festival in the Nevis Centre 
on Saturday from 10.30am.

Santa, his ‘little helpers’ 
Ellie MacLennan and 
Lea MacLennan and the 
Cairngorm Reindeer Team 
from Aviemore will arrive 
shortly after 11am.

The event will feature 
more than 60 craft and food 
stalls, club president Sheana 
Fraser said. Last year the 
festival attracted more than 
2,000 visitors.

Former hotel 
hosts new music 
gathering
A FORMER North Uist 
hotel is to host a new 
week-long music seminar 
in 2013.

‘Hebridean Tunes’ 
in Newton Lodge near 
Lochmaddy will run from 
March 11-16.

The Angus Nicolson Trio 
and BA Applied Music 
course students and staff 
from Lews Castle College 
in Benbecula will provide 
tuition.

The 1880s building near 
Lochmaddy was formerly 
the Newton House Hotel 
before being turned back 
into a private residence 
by Roger Wake in 1972. It 
is currently owned by his 
daughter. 

AN ARMY major in charge 
of a botched cadet training 
exercise on a South Uist loch, 
during which a 14-year-old girl 

Monday.
Major George McCallum had 

earlier pled guilty at Inverness 
Sheriff Court to health and 
safety failures in relation to the 
death of Kaylee McIntosh from 
Fyvie, Aberdeenshire, on Loch 
Carnan in 2007.

Sheriff William Taylor QC 
told the 52-year-old veteran he 
would have been given a higher 
penalty had it not been for his 
guilty plea. 

Kaylee died after being trapped 
under a capsized speedboat by a 
lifejacket designed for a soldier 
in full combat gear, which pre-
vented her from swimming free. 

The craft was also overloaded 
by two persons and no roll call 
was taken following the ac-
cident, the court heard.

Kaylee’s distraught parents 
Derek and Lesley McIntosh 

RURAL Affairs, Climate Change and Environ-
ment Committee MSPs toured Marine Harvest 
operations in Lochaber last weekend – on foot 
and by boat.

The parliamentarians viewed the new smolt 
production plant being built at Lochailort and the 
processing plant on Blar Mhor Industrial Estate.

site and Drimsallie Mill hatchery on Loch Arkaig, 
where Marine Harvest is working alongside the 
River Lochy Association to restore native River 
Lochy salmon and sea trout populations.

Fisheries
The committee is currently scrutinising the 

Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Bill, which 

Committee convener Rob Gibson said: 

employer in the Fort William area, whilst the 
wild angling sector attracts thousands of visitors 
to our rivers and their preservation is critical for 
our environment. 

‘This has been invaluable for the committee 
to see and will help inform their scrutiny of the 
Bill.’

ensure ‘outstanding criminal 
proceedings are now swiftly 
advanced against others cul-
pable in respect of Kaylee’s 
death’.                    

They said: ‘We would like to 
thank Sheriff Taylor for his kind 
words and for making us feel he 
is as outraged as us regarding 

what happened to Kaylee. No 
parent should have to endure 
what we have - the taking away 
of one so young and so dear for 
the very worst of reasons - that 
those she thought were there to 
provide for her safety, to look 
after her, to see her back to the 
warmth, love and safety of her 
home, could not be bothered 

Kaylee McIntosh: drowned on South Uist in 2007. 

Cadet death Army  

Jackie Kay: at Ardtornish.

Marine Harvest Glenfinnan site manager Sandy MacKinnon, MSP Rob Gibson and Marine 
Harvest business support manager Steve Bracken head down Loch Shiel. 

Family regard prosecutions ‘far from complete’

Club still rolling after 25 years

MSPs tour Marine Harvest operations

Charity hands out £23,000

taking numerous basic, yet fun-
damental, precautions any one of 
which, if taken, might have seen 
Kaylee still with us today.

‘We will never forget her, her 
warm smile, infectious laughter 
and the love she gave us. We 
think of her every minute of 
every day.’

Thompsons Solicitors, the 
family’s counsel, successfully 
sued the Ministry of Defence.   

Partner Glen Millar said the 
McIntosh family regard the 
matter of prosecutions arising 
from Kaylee’s death as ‘far from 
complete’. 

‘Major McCallum was but 
one of a number of individuals 
implicated in the Fatal Accident 

report of the Marine Accident 
Investigation Branch,’ he said.

‘I am now instructed to write 
to the Lord Advocate enquiring 
as to what progress, if any, there 
has been towards prosecution 
of other culpable parties in this 
most tragic of cases.’

Unit 5B Ben Nevis Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR

01397 703877 (24 hours)

MOTOR SERVICES

ROFTC
Service & Parts

Service maintenance on all vehicles

Vauxhall Warranty

24 hour breakdown & Recovery Service

Get your winter 
checks here
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New store in 
Fort William

For all your outdoor clothing 
and equipment needs

COTSWOLDOUTDOOR.COM 24HR 0844 557 7755 BUY ONLINE. COLLECT IN STORE.
GO DONSQ
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Cotswold Outdoor
Fort William
102 High Street, 
Fort William
PH33 6AD

Winter
Activities

AS BUSINESSES throughout the west 
Highlands work to expand the traditional 
tourist season, the success of the area’s 
winter activities have become more impor-
tant than ever.
A variety of clubs have also sprung up as lo-
cals, as well as visitors, discover the natural 
playground that is the Scottish outdoors in 
winter.
VisitScotland has even created a brand, 
Ski Scotland, to bolster the success of the 
tourism market in winter.
And in a time when purse strings are being 
tightened, skiing and snowboarding families 

had their heads turned towards ski ranges 
closer to home.
The experienced winter sportsman or 
sportswoman will tell you the quality of your 
equipment and clothing is imperative to 
having fun on the slopes.
Whether you are a nervous beginner, or a 
risk-taking expert, falling over is an occupa-
tional hazard for any skier or snowboarder 
and staying warm and dry is much more 
preferable to the alternative – so make sure 
you are prepared. 
Winter sports are popular, as long as there 
is snow, but many enjoy the experience of 
a log cabin or chalet holiday without the 
stress of activity!
At many resorts, you can stay in accom-
modation close to the location or even 
commute depending on how close you live 
to the area.
It needn’t be a long holiday either; many 
locals who choose to visit ski resorts take a 
day trip to have a break from it all.

THE PARENTS of a piper who 
died in January this year pre-
sented their son’s well-travelled 
instrument to Oban Pipe Band 
to be used by the next genera-
tion of musicians.

Taynuilt’s Fergus MacCallum 
died aged 35 after a battle with 
cancer but unbeknown to his 
parents he included the donation 
of his pipes in his will.

An extreme sportsman, Fergus 
travelled the world to satisfy his 
adventurous nature and paid his 
way by busking.

Last Thursday, at the Neth-
erlorn Piping Society recital 
in the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls, Fergus’ parents, Jimmy 
and Daphne, handed the pipes 
over to 11-year-old Neil Ma-
cLean from Connel, who was 
nominated by the band to be the 

Daphne said: ‘It was lovely to 
see young Neil with the pipes 
and I hope he gets a lot of enjoy-
ment out of them.

‘Fergus got a tremendous 
amount of pleasure from play-
ing the pipes and took them 
everywhere with him.

‘When he was travelling and 
ran out of money, he would 
busk somewhere and he played 
at friends’ weddings in Brazil, 
Australia and Canada. He put 
more into his 35 years than most 
people.

‘He made the donation to the 
band without us knowing but I 
am not surprised that is what he 
wanted to do.’

A second set of pipes were 
donated to the Netherlorn Pip-
ing Society by Iain Hamilton 
QC from North Connel.

Mr Hamilton, who became fa-

mous as one of the four students 
who ‘stole’ the Stone of Scone 
from Westminster Abbey in 
1950, had not played his pipes 
for some time and said he was 
keen they were used by a young 
person to further their interest 
in music.

His bagpipes, which will be 
known as the St Valery Pipes, 
were handed over to Connel’s 
Patrick McBeth.

The recital was the second of 
the winter season and featured 
guest piper Finlay Johnston, 
who earlier this year won the 
gold medal at the Argyllshire 
Gathering in Oban.

Also performing on the 
evening were several of Angus 
MacColl’s young chanter pupils 
and bagpipe players, some of 
whom were playing in front of 

Young pipers Patrick McBeth, left, and Neil MacLean receive their pipes from Netherlorn Piping 
Society president Alistair Dewar, second from left, and Daphne and Jimmy MacCallum. 16_t47piping01

Pipers donate instruments 
to help next generation
Young Taynuilt cancer victim had         
remembered Oban Pipe Band in his will

GLASGOW music festival 
Celtic Connections is to feature 
a special anniversary tribute to 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig on its events 
programme next month.

The SMO 40th Anniversary 
Festival Concert on January 19 
will honour the unique contribu-
tion made by the Gaelic college 
to Gaelic language and culture 
since its foundation in 1973.

Donnie Munro, SMO director 

of development, fundraising 
and the arts arranged the 
concert with festival director 
Donald Shaw.

According to Mr Munro, pre-
senting the celebratory concert 

role as a ‘national treasure’ 
through which many leading 
practitioners in the arts and 
education have forged lasting 
ties with the Sleat institution

‘Since its inception, Sabhal 
Mòr has been at the forefront 
of the revival of the Gaelic lan-
guage and culture and has con-
tributed enormously to artistic, 
linguistic and socio-economic 
development in Scotland,’ he 
said. 

The concert’s line-up of 
outstanding performers, all 
with strong SMO connections, 
includes multi-award winning 

Gaelic singer Julie Fowlis, 
whose recent achievements 
include vocals for the Disney 

Highlighting the ‘honour’ of 
being part of the concert, Ms 
Fowlis looked forward to join-
ing old and new friends from 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig on stage. 

She said: ‘My ties with the 
college have grown over the 

the college as a student in 2000 
to a more recent post-graduate 
course, which I completed last 
year.’

Also performing are interna-
tionally renowned Irish pian-
ist/composer and director of 
the Irish World Music Centre at 
Limerick University, Professor 
Mícheál Ó Súilleabháin, and 

Fraser, who has been teaching 

at SMO’s summer short-course 
programme for 25 years.

Mr Fraser said: ‘Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig came into being at a 
time when Gaeldom and indeed 
Scotland were in dire need of a 
place or a ‘boiler room’ where 
important work could begin to 
re-vitalise the Gaelic language, 
and thus increase awareness of 
Scotland’s rich cultural diver-
sity in general.’

Other musical stars appear-
ing on the night will be Fergie 
MacDonald, Margaret Stewart, 
James Graham, Allan MacDon-
ald, Decker Forrest, Mary Ann 
Kennedy and Dàimh. 

The ‘house band’ will include 
musicians Allan Henderson, 
Iain MacDonald, Angus 
Nicholson, Ingrid Henderson, 
Andrew MacPherson, Murdo 
Cameron and Alasdair White. 

Celtic Connections to host special anniversary tribute to mark 40 years of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig

A brass band took to the silver screen – or at least in front of the cinema screen – last weekend as they performed in Oban’s Winter Festival.
Arts Qwest Brass played a well attended set in Oban Phoenix Cinema from 12pm until 3pm on Sunday. Picture - Stephen Lawson

A DINNER dance is to be held 
in aid of the air ambulance heli-
copter in which a Mull baby was 
born earlier this year.

Linda Cameron is organising 
the St Andrews Night dinner 
dance in Craignure Hall at 
7pm but poor ticket sales mean 
the event is at risk of being 
cancelled.

Notices have been placed 
around the island and dance 
band Off the Rails will be per-
forming – despite this sales have 
not improved.

Euan Cameron, Linda’s 

Scotland to be born in an air am-
bulance in March of this year.

Linda said: ‘I hoped this would 
be a fun night and we were 
hoping money from the ticket 
sales and a percentage of the 
bar takings could go to the air 
ambulance

‘The air ambulance is in and 
out of Mull and Iona a lot and my 
Grandson was born in it which 
made me realise how important 
it is. I’m doing this as a thank 
you.’

Unfortunately, if ticket sales 
don’t improve before Saturday, 
November 24 the event, on No-
vember 30, will be cancelled.

Mull St 
Andrews
Night charity 
dinner dance 
under threat

Oban Winter Festival

Almost 500 children got their skates on at the weekend to take 
part in roller discos at Atlantis Leisure in Oban. The youngsters 
danced – and rolled – all Friday, Saturday and Sunday to music 

from DJ George Noble who did a ‘quality job’. One of the organis-
ers of the event, Ben Pollock said: ‘It was brilliant, it was well 

attended and everything went to plan – there were no injuries. 
Lots of adults took part too. Picture - Stephen Lawson

Delighted to be turning on Oban’s Christmas lights are – from 
left to right – Erin MacKinnon from Rockfield Primary School, 
Rhuaridh Shores from Park Primary and Alice Needham from 

Lochnell Primary School.

Family Friendly 

Festive Breaks

from £635 for fi ve nights! 

MELFORT VILLAGE • Kilmelford near Oban.  01852 200257
www.melfortvillage.co.uk

Dine in the Shower of Herring 
Restaurant from £23.50
for 3 courses!

• Indoor Pool • Sauna • Hot Tub
• Spa Treatments • Gym • Walks 
• Kids Playground • Games Rooms 
• Snooker • Tennis • Golf Putting

• Indoor Pool • Sauna • Hot Tub
• Spa Treatments • Gym • Walks 
• Kids Playground • Games Rooms 
• Snooker • Tennis • Golf Putting

£125 FOR 3 NIGHTS
1st Nov - 22nd Dec 2012
(subject to availability)

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK
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WIN £500 

OF Lidl 

vouchers

Collect token 
four today

Christmas
is coming!
To celebrate, The Oban Times is 
giving readers the chance to 
win £500 worth of shopping 
vouchers to spend at Lidl in 
Oban or Fort William this Christmas.

Just imagine the perfect Christmas party this festive season without 
having to spend a penny on food and drink.

Lidl is proud to serve the communities of Oban and 
Fort William and has built up a solid reputation for 
offering excellent quality products and superb value 
for money. Both stores receive a fresh delivery every 
day – 7 days a week. You can also rest assured that 
you will only be charged the exact same low prices 
as charged in every other Lidl store in Scotland.

details on how to enter.

TOKEN
FOUR

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

what’s onguide
Friday 23rd November> Disco
Markie Dans with DJ Darren, 9.30pm
Saturday 24th November> Tim OConnor
Markie Dans 9.30pm
Friday 30th November> ST Andrews Movember Party
Markie Dans with Chris Suckle, 9.30pm

Argyll Animal Aid
Reg Charity SC 013211

Christmas Fayre
Saturday 24th November

Corran Halls, Oban
11am – 3pm

Craft and charity stalls
Many unusual Christmas gifts and cards

Bric-a-brac
Teas and home baking

Advertise in the
Community

Notice Board
for just £14.95

 (plus VAT)
This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

THE ROYAL Hotel in Portree 

-

-

-

Debut appearance 

-

The Charlie Kirkpatrick Trio proved a big hit at the Skye Accordion 
and Fiddle Club in Portree  

-

-

South Uist connection
-

-

-

-

Euan Smillie and Murray Willis of Room 5 in full flow

Traditional values 

Fred Morrison brings his own style of 
piping to Argyllshire Gathering Halls

Fred Morrison will bring his unique style of piping to Oban for the first time. 

Fred plays with guitarist Matheu Watson. 

Author Sarah Maitland is 
performing at Kinlochleven 
and Skeabost Photo: Adam-Lee

-

-

-

                                                    John Grundy

-

-

Rainbows celerate at Oban

Christmas
Fair

Craignish Village Hall, 
Ardfern

Saturday 24th November 
12 til 3pm

‘Crafts, produce 
and goods designed 

to inspire your 
Chrismas Shopping’

• The Polar Express (U)
Santa Claus does not exist. Or does he? For 
one doubting boy, an astonishing event 
occurs. Late on Christmas Eve night, he 
lies in bed hoping to hear the sound of 
reindeer bells from Santa’s sleigh. When 
to his surprise, a steam engine’s roar and 
whistle can be heard outside his window. 
• Gone with the Wind (PG)
Come in out of the cold as Winter Festival 
Film tickets are just £5/£4
• Sherlock Holmes: A Game Of 
Shadows (12A)
Sherlock Holmes (Robert Downey Jr) has 
always been the smartest man in the 
room...until now. Come in out of the cold 
as Winter Festival Film tickets are just 
£5/£4
• Twilight Breaking Dawn Part 1 (12A)
In 2074, when the mob wants to get 
rid of someone, the target is sent 30 
years into the past, where a hired gun 
awaits. Someone like Joe, who one day 
learns the mob wants to ‘close the loop’ 
by transporting back Joe’s future self. 
TotalFilm called it the best film of the year 
2012 stating you’ll immediately want to 
go back and see it again! 

• Twilight Breaking Dawn Part 2 (12A)
It all ends here. In the final, breath-taking 
fifth instalment in the record-breaking 
TWILIGHT franchise, the now vamped 
Bella (Kirsten Stewart) and Edward Cullen 
(Robert Pattinson) must face the malign 
Volturi council, who threaten the well-
being of their newborn child.
• The Help (12)
Featuring an ensemble cast, the film is 
about a young white woman, Eugenia 
“Skeeter” Phelan, and her relationship 
with two black maids during Civil Rights 
era America (the early 1960s). Skeeter 
is a journalist who decides to write a 
book from the point of view of the maids 
(referred to as “the help”) exposing the 
racism they are faced with as they work for 
white families.
• The Railway Children (U)
One night three children, from a happy, 
comfortable upper middle-class home in 
Victorian London, see their father usher 
two strangers into his study. After an 
argument he leaves with them and does 
not return. They and their mother fall 
on hard times and eventually move to a 
cottage in the country. Yet they keep their 

spirits up and find ways to help others. 
Fascinated by the nearby railroad, they 
wave to the passengers faithfully every 
day, and their vigilance and courage 
prevent an accident. Their kindness makes 
friends of some important people who can 
help solve the mystery of their missing 
father. A truly great family film, not to be 
missed on the big screen!
Come in out of the cold as Winter Festival 
Film tickets are just £5/£4
• The Snowman (U)
Who doesn’t think of Christmas and think 
of The Snowman? And now perhaps THAT 
Snowman irnbru advert… Wordless 
(save for the song “Walking in the Air”) 
animated adventure about a young 
English boy who makes a snowman one 
Christmas Eve, only for it to come to life 
that night and take him on a magical 
adventure to the North Pole to meet Santa 
Claus. To celebrate the close of the Winter 
Festival and our lovely mascot Coolio, 
we are showing this charming short film 
throughout the afternoon so come along 
and warm your hearts and toes. Special 
celebration price of only £3 for all tickets!
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a The Polar Express Sat 24th, 13:00
Gone with the Wind Thurs 22nd, 13:00, 20:00
Sherlock Holmes: Thurs 22nd, 17:30
A Game Of Shadows
Twilight Fri 23rd, 18:00
Breaking Dawn Part 1
Twilight Fri 23rd, 20:30 • Sat 24th, 18:00, 20:30 
Breaking Dawn Sun 25th, 18:00, 20:30 • Mon 26th, 18:00
Part 2 Tues 27th, 20:45 • Wed 28th, 20:45 • Thurs 29th, 18:00
The Help Mon 26th, 20:30 • Tues27th, 18:00 • Wed 28th, 18:00 

Thurs 29th, 20:30
Railway Children Sat 24th, 15:00
The Snowman Sun 25th, 13:00, 14:00, 15:00, 16:00, 17:00

Be sure to visit www.obanphoenix.com and check the What’s on section 
for all our Winter Festival events and big movies coming soon!
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Taynuilt tops for protection posters
CREATIVE school pupils 
in Taynuilt have contributed 

Bute Council’s Child Protection 
Committee.

Primary school pupils 

school and in the community. 

Primary School pupils: Emily 

lead councillor for children 

the posters – it’s everyone’s 

Taynuilt’s talented poster designers, from left: Scott Summers, Emily Hunter, Poppy Wilkinson and 
Katie Houston. 16_t46poster01

North Connel teenager   
to prove he can behave

-

sentence for four months for Stephen to 

NOMINATION FORM

Nominee’s name .................................................................................

Nominee’s address .............................................................................
............................................................................................................
............................................................................................................

My nominee should win because..... 
(please submit up to 200 words on a separate sheet and attach to this form).

Your name .........................................................................................
Your address .....................................................................................
...........................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................
Daytime telephone number ...............................................................
Email address....................................................................................

Send to: The Oban Times, Angel of the Year, 
PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.

Do you know an unsung hero 
who deserves recognition?

Nominate someone special today for 
The Oban Times ANGEL OF THE YEAR award

If you know someone who really makes a difference in their community 

or online at www.obantimes.co.uk/angel and let us know. 

All nominations will be assessed by an independent panel and the winner 
announced in The Oban Times this Christmas.

  As well as winning a trophy and the title of 
ANGEL OF THE YEAR, the winner will also receive £500.

Two runners up will each win £100. 
All nominations must be received by 10am MONDAY DECEMBER 10 2012.

Full terms and conditions are available online at www.obantimes.co.uk/angel.

has helped us to obtain this tremendous 

facilities for residents and visitors.

DANCERS from across Lochaber came 

secondary school pupils.

The dancers who took to the stage gather before the show. 20_f47dance01

children safe and if anyone is person they should share their help.’

Grant boosts fund total 

to more than £1m

Youngsters at Rockfield am/pm and Sgoil Araich Nursery held 
a spotty day for Children in Need. They baked and decorated 

spotty cakes and invited their mums, dads, grannies and 
grandads in for juice and cakes, raising £126.54.

Youngsters at Acharacle Primary School enjoyed a day of 
fundraising fun for Children in Need with belly dancing, golf, 

yoga and a bouncy castle on offer last Friday. 

Inverlochy Primary School pupils joined in the Children In Need fun with a range of activities last 
Friday including making and painting a giant Pudsey bear cut out. The youngsters also enjoyed 

Pudsey-themed bingo, Children in Need puzzles and making Pudsey masks. 20_f47inverlochy01

Bun-sgoil Shlèite (Sleat primary School) English medium nursery 
youngsters held a bake sale for Children In Need on Friday and 

raised £45. Parents, grandparents and friends came along to lend 
a hand and eat the tasty baked goods.

Caol Primary School youngsters dressed up with spots, stripes and painted faces to raise money for 
Children in Need. Head teacher Steven Hamilton got into the spirit, sporting a huge spotty tie for 

the day – even to a meeting of local head teachers at Lochaber High School. 20_f47caol01

Erin MacFadyen, P5, Alistair MacRae, P7, and Jenna MacLean, P5, 
were among the Lochyside RC pupils who enjoyed a fun day of 
dressing up, getting their faces painted. The youngsters were 

able to fill to Pudsey bear outlines with some of the money they 
raised for Children in Need. 20_f47lochyside01

Parting with childhood toys is never easy to do but generous school pupils in Benderloch did just that to raise money for charity.
Youngsters at Lochnell Primary School took part in a toy sale in aid of Children in Need. Pupils brought in their old toys and bought 

other offerings to raise £157 for the children’s charity. The sale is an annual event and always well supported by the whole school and 
nursery. Primary four pupils are pictured with some of the toys for sale. 16_t47toysale01

As part of their health topic, Easdale Primary School children planned a dance fit session with dance teacher and parent Lindsay 
McGhee. After having so much fun they invited Lindsay back for another session with a difference. Children, teachers and parents 

donned their pyjamas as part of the Blue Peter challenge to raise money for Children in Need. All took part in a series of dances and 
£79 was raised for Children in Need. 

Children in Need 
fundraising fun

Sgoil Araich Nursery. 

Rockfield am/pm.

Youngsters do their bit for charity

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook
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Christmas preparations

FIREWOOD
Delivered in cubic metre bags.

£40 per bag.
Discount for 4 
or more bags.

07747 016900 or 07920 116297

GETTING ready for Christmas can 
take all of the joy out of the season 
if you’re not prepared – but don’t 
worry – even if you haven’t lifted a 

weeks and you can have festive fun 
to remember.

with friends and family – but that’s 
after you’ve decorated the house, 

army and coiffed and preened 
yourself to within an inch of your life.

Let’s start with the home…

to different people, some people put 
decorations up in November while 
others wait until early December 
and some families prefer to put the 
tree up on Christmas Eve.

Whatever your preference make 
sure and buy your decorations as 
soon as possible before prices 

them out the loft to make sure they 
are still usable.

for your front door can be a nice 

tree instead of a synthetic one – just 

the carpet if you opt for this. Many 
families say this is a small price to 

room.

Make a festive feast…

for Christmas day – as well as 

as possible. Fill your freezer with 

Christmas day. You could even 

Order your turkey from the butcher 
as soon as possible or if you’re 

leave plenty of time to defrost it for 
Christmas.

You should also pack the 
cupboards with snacks and make 

Buy in sauces too.

Present time…

It is  a much better idea to take 

everyone you have to buy presents 
for. Use the internet for inspiration 

usually have cheap or even free 

can pick up.

but make some mulled wine and 
throw on a Christmas movie – your 

before you know it.

so bad. If you want to save pennies 

local area.

Don’t forget about the 
kids…

Buy advents calendars for the 

lower branches of the tree and let 
them spray the inside of windows 

presents and cards for family, 
handmade items will be treasured 
memories for years.

Remember and stock up on milk 

Grab a little me time…
When all of your preparations 

present left your nails in tatters sit 

yourself.
There are lots of hairdressers 

and beauty salons that will take 

Christmas day with perfect hair, 
nails and a tan. Just remember to 

quickly.

invite some friends over for a 
festive meal or party, Christmas 
day isn’t the only time you can over 
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THE CAMPBELTOWN 
PODIATRY/CHIROPODY 

PRACTICE
T: 01586 551293

Ground Floor, The Hazelburn Business Park, 
Millknowe, Campbeltown.  E: us@daveandnicola.co.uk

Nicola Holt - All types of foot problems treated 
D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S. HPC Registered.

Marion Brown, Human Givens 
Psychotherapist, points out that 
the Human Givens approach 
offers a very useful framework 
for helping to recognise 
the emotional needs that 
we have to consider when 
approaching retirement.    Our 
work/employment tends to 
have contributed to many of 
our essential emotional needs 

(those important for our mental 
wellbeing, for example senses of 
Status;Achievement; Community; 
and Purpose) over many years 
– though we may not have 
been aware of or appreciated 

after retirement may feel like 
an extended holiday – when at 
last there is time for all sorts of 
things that haven’t been possible 

whilst working.   Then there is 
gradually a readjustment to a 
different on-going lifestyle – with 
different routines, activities and 
challenges gradually replacing 
those previously provided by 
work.    The Human Givens 
‘Emotional Needs Audit’ is a 
helpful checklist and can be 
found on the Human Givens 
website www.hgi.org.uk.

Planning-

-

-

-

-

-

-

for your retirement

Free, independent, impartial advice on a range of issues 

Outreach appointments available in Oban

Phone 08456 123808 for advice or to book an appointment
Scottish Charity no. SC030477

Riverside, Oban Road, Lochgilphead
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FARMING

FOR SALE

WANTED

3 Bedroom 
Cottage to Let, 
on croft, Isle of 
Seil. Available 
unfurnished.

£500 pcm + bills.

Tel. 01852 300316 
or

07778 375657

FLAT TO LET
Two bedroom 
furnished flat 
Ballachulish

Available immediatley. 
Long or short let available

Rent  pcm + 
Council Tax

Two months refundable 
deposit required in advance.

Contact Karena on 01855 
821202 / 07815543430

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Disappointing summer?
There’s never been a better time to let 
your holiday cottage with cottages4you.

Market-leading £multi million advertising
Dedicated local support from a Regional Manager
Free grading and business review

Call now for more information: 0845 268 9451
or visit: www.cottages4you.co.uk/owners

TO RENT

TO RENT

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Tel: 01586 550066 / 550077  Fax: 01586 550088
109 - 119 Longrow, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EX

Jim Martin 
Supplies

Large selection of workwear/clothing, 
hand tools & power tools and 

much more.

Harbro Country Stores 
Annat, Corpach Tel 01397 772434 (Mon-Fri 9am- 5pm / Sat 9am - 12pm)

Site 14, Kilmory Ind. Est., Lochgilphead Tel 01546 603804 (Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm)
www.harbrocountrystores.co.uk

Providing nutritious food for wild and garden birds 
throughout the winter not only helps support welfare
and conservation but can be enjoyable and rewarding. 

We stock wide variety of wild bird feeds 
and feeders developed to attract a range 

of different species. 

Give nature a helping hand this winter…

Availablein store

Morris Leslie Monthly Auctions

www.morrisleslie.com

In this auction: Due to Retirement: Complete 
Stock of Workshop and Automotive Tools and 
Equipment from Wholesaler and Retailer.

Wednesday 28 November, 10.00 am 
Errol Airfield, Errol, Perth PH2 7TB

ONLINE BIDDING FACILITIES AVAILABLE

Also, many items of plant, machinery and vehicles direct 

from major Scottish Councils and Healthboards, National 

Hire and Power Companies, plus many more from agri 

businesses, private individuals etc.

Visit website for further lot details and images.

ISLAY                        
United Auctions
Lambs
SuffolkX: £62.50  Eorrabus  £59.00 Coull (D 
Jones)  £58.50  Coull  £56.50  Eorrabus.
TexelX: £59.50  Dunlossit Keills  £57.50  Coull
CheviotX: £49.00  Coull (D Jones)
Cross: £57.00  Ballimartin  £49.50  Lossit  £48.00  
Sabhal Mor and Ardtalla Estate.
Mule: £44.00  Ardtalla Estate
Blackface: £49.50  Uiskentuie £45.50  Keppols  
£43.50  Coull  £42.00  Keppols £41.50  RSPB 
Kinnabus  £40.00  Lossit.
Ewes
TexelX: £58.50  Coull  £44.50  Dunlossit Keills  
£43.50  Coull (D Jones).
Cross: £37.50  RSPB Kinnabus
Mule: £48.50  Coull  £43.50  Coull (D Jones).
Blackface: £36.50  Dunlossit Ceannacroic.
Prices per kilo
SuffolkX: 155p – Coull (D Jones)  150p – Duich  
149p – Craigfad  145p and 141p – Eorrabus.
TexelX: 151p – Coull  148p – Dunlossit Keills  
143p – Craigfad  142p – Dunlossit Keills.
CheviotX: 136p  Coull (D Jones)
Cross: 136p – Ballimartin.
Blackface: 124p – Keppols  121p – Uiskentuie 
and Duich  120p – Keppols and Dunlossit 
Lossit. 

DINGWALL Dingwall 
and Highland Marts
Bullocks
201-250kg  Gesto, Struan, £630, 262.5p; 
251-300kg  Wester Tomloan, £885, 263p;
301-350kg  Grainish, Aviemore, £810, 253.1p; 
351-400kg  Breakachy, Beauly, £920, 239p;
401-450kg  Torgormack, £890, 206p; 
451-500kg Torgormack, £1040, 215.3p; 
501-550kg 7 Balranald, Lochmaddy, £1030, 
202p; 
551-600kg  Torgormack and Balmacaan, Drum-
nadrochit, £1020, Kinchyle, 182.2p.
Heifers 
201-250kg  Carn Gorm, Inverinate, £470, Grain-
ish, 209.1p; 
251-300kg  Wester Tomloan, £700, 241.4p; 
301-350kg  Wester Tomloan, £910, 232p; 
351-400kg  Wester Tomloan, £900, 246.6p; 
401-450kg  Scotburn, Kildary, £860, 195.9p; 
451-500kg  Torgormack, £925, Kinchyle, 200p; 
501-550kg Bogroy, Tore, £960, Kinchyle, 
188.4p; 

551- 600kg  Feabuie, Culloden, £780.
Young Bulls
Balmacara Square, Kyle of Lochalsh, (AAX), 
£545, Ardheslaig, Shieldaig, (AAX),
169.4p.
Breeding cattle
In-calf heifer  
SimX  Cairntack, Belhelvie, £1400, SalX – 1 
Rychraggan, Drumnadrochit, £1100, LimX – 1 
Rychraggan, £1050, ShoX – 43 Farlary, Rogart, 
£950 (thrice), AAX – Croft Martin, Insh,
£950. 
In-calf cows 
SimX  Bogburn, Duncanston, £1020, AAX – 43 
Farlary, £900 (twice), LimX – 43 Farlary, £900, 
ShoX – 43 Farlary, £900.
Heifers with male calves at foot 
AAX – Croft Martin, £1180.
Cows with male calves at foot 
AAX – Heathmount, £1580, LimX – Heath-
mount, £1420, Baz – Nigg Mains, £1020, SimX 
– Achintoul, £1020, ShoX – Achintoul, £950.
Cows with heifer calves at foot 
SimX – Nigg Mains, Nigg, £1520, AA – Heath-
mount, Tain, £1250, BBX – Achintoul, Kinbrace, 
£1180, SimX – Rurach Croft, Inverinate, £950, 
LimX – Achintoul, and Achley Farm, Dornoch, 
£920, ShoX – Achintoul, £850.
OTM 
OTM prime cows: Clury, (Lim), £1170; Kin-
nahaird, Contin, (SimX), £1130; Heathmount, 
(AA) and Kinchyle, (SimX), £1090.
OTM feeding cows: 7 Balranald, (ShoX), £830; 
3 Glaick, Ardross, (AAX), £790; 83 Inchcape,
Rogart, (WShoX), and Kinchyle, (LimX), £730.
OTM bullocks and heifers: Kinnahaird, (SimX 
hfr), £1310; Kinchyle, Contin, (LimX hfr), 
£1290;
Galcantray, Cawdor, (SimX hfr), £650.
OTM bulls: Sanquhar Mains, (Lim), £1370, 
Knocknagael, (Sim), £1310, Knocknagael, (AA),
£1230.
OTM prime cows: Kinchyle, (SimX), 155.7p; 
Clury, (Lim), 155.2p; Achley Farm, (Sho), 147p.
OTM feeding cows: Kinchyle, (SimX), 140.3p; 3 
Glaick, (AAX), 139.8p; Kinchyle, (Lim), 125.9p.
OTM bullocks and heifers: Kinchyle, (Lim hfr), 
169.7p; Kinnahaird, (SimX hfr), 152.3p;
Galcantry, (SimX hfr), 117.1p.
OTM bulls: Knocknagael, (Sim), 132.4p; 
Knocknagael, (Lim), 125.4p; Knocknagael, 
(AA) 111.3p.

DINGWALL Dingwall 
and Highland Marts
Lambs: 

Cheviot: Gask house, Balnafoich, £65.50, 7 
Tarskavaig, Sleat, £62.50, Blackmuir, Heights
of Docharty, £58; 
TexelX: Achnacloich, Ardross, £65.50, Ivy 
Croft, Heights of Brae, £64.50, Balmaglaster, 
South Laggan, £62.50; 
BeltexX: Castle Grant Home Farm, Grantown 
on Spey, £65;
CharollaisX: Gorthleck Mains, Inverness, £61; 
Texel: Barnyards, Beauly, £60; 
SuffolkX: The Swallows and Castle Grant 
Home Farm, £60, Easterton Croft, Auldearn and 
Lochbuie, Newtonmore, £44;
Blackface: 18 Heights of Brae, Heights of 
Docharty, £60, Higher Tullochgribben, Dulnain 
Bridge and Cuilaneilan, Kinlochewe, £47; 
CharmoiseX: Castle Grant Home Farm, £59.50, 
Woodlands, Dingwall, £47.50, Castle Grant 
Home Farm, £43.50; 
Cross: 18 heights of Brae, £56, The Barracks, 
Glenelg, £43, 3 Tarskavaig, Sleat, £42;
Mule: Gorthleck Mains, £56; Zwartbles: Broy-
nach, Thurso,
£51.
Gimmers: 
TexelX: Croft Martin, Insh, £56; Cross: The 
Barracks, £52;
Texel: Glenlichd, Wester Balblair, £48; 
Blackface: 187 Balchladich, Stoer, £45.
Ewes: 
Charmoise: Lochdhu, £70; 
CharollaisX: Glenlichd, £70; 
Bluefaced Leicester: Whitebog, £70; 
TexelX: Easter Dalziel, Dalcross, £67, Little 
Kildrummie, Nairn, £66, Kerrow Farm, Can-
nich, £63; 
Cheviot: The Swallows, £64, Cherrytrees, 11 
Loaneckheim, £54, Castle Grant Home Farm, 
£53; 
SuffolkX: Little Kildrummie, £60; 
Mule: Abersky, Torness, £55; 
Blackface: The Barracks, £55, Moy & Ruthven 

Cross: 26 Tarskavaig, Sleat and The Swallows, 
£40, 3 Tarskavaig, Sleat, £39, The Barracks and 
Nuide Farm, Kingussie, £35.
Rams: 
Texel: Newton of Crathie, £200; Cheviot: Cran-
nich, Ardross, £180, Archronie, Ardgay and
Wester Gruinards, Ardgay, £150; Suffolk: 
Whitebog, £115.
Wedders: 
Cheviot: Lochdhu, £56, 2 Eynort, Carbost, £55; 
Blackface: 187 Balchladich, Stoer, £53, 18 
Heights of Brae, £51, Nuide Farm, £43.

ANIMAL nutritionists at the Scot-
tish Agricultural College’s  SAC 
Consulting is advising sheep farmers 
to take important ewe nutrition steps 
for winter, in preparation for suc-
cessful lambing next Spring.

-
able ewe condition scores and low 
quality/low intake forages. This 
means farmers may need to modify 
sheep diets and keep a closer watch 
on ewe condition score, says animal 
nutritionist Dr Colin Morgan.

‘Silage composition has suffered 
badly in some areas as a result of the 
weather conditions. It is essential that 
silages are analysed so that they can 
be supplemented appropriately.’

In meeting the nutrient needs of 
the ewe, energy and protein require-

ments will be determined by her 
weight, condition score and numbers 
of lambs carried.

Colin said:’With poor quality 
forages ewes may need more sup-
plementary feed but it is important 
to manage this to avoid overfeeding 
starchy cereals or sudden dietary 
changes that can cause metabolic 
upsets. 

‘Manage the use of body reserves 
to ensure ewes lamb in condition 
score 2 ½ - 3 when lambing in March 
or condition score 2 – 2½ for ewes 
lambing at grass.’

The stressful weather combined 
with an increase in sheep diseases 
caused by parasites has meant a 

condition scores may be lower than 

usual. For thin ewes, feeding should 
start earlier at nine weeks pre-lamb-
ing. Supplementary feeding levels 
by lambing will need to be higher at 
around 0.75kg compound /cereal per 
day split into two feeds. 

‘Do not leave it too late, score your 
ewes now and make planned changes 
to rations,’ said Colin.

It is also advisable to supplement 
thin twin-bearing ewes in mid- to 
late-pregnancy. 

Immediately after scanning sepa-
rate thin ewes out for extra feeding.  

Supplement with cereal at 0.5 kg 
per day if the ewes are on low quality 
silage. Try to at least maintain or im-
prove condition score by up to half a 
score between scanning and the last 
three weeks of pregnancy.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 2,354 store 
sheep at Dingwall on Thurs-
day when strong and medium 
sized lambs again met an 
improved trade, prime and 
feeding ewes were similar to 
the previous week.

Lambs averaged £42.19 and 
sold to £67 for a Texel from 
Lochdhu, Nairn.

Gimmers averaged £52.31 
and sold to £62 for a Che-
viot from The Swallows, 
Culbokie.

Ewes averaged £38.79 and 
sold to £78 for Charollais 
crosses from Whitebog, 
Rosemarkie.

Rams sold to £400 for a Blue 
Faced Leicester from Newton 
of Crathie, Ballater.

Wedders averaged £51.87 
and sold to £62 for crosses 
from Glenvarragill, Portree.

UNITED Auctions held a sale of 
2147 head of lambs and sheep at 
Islay Auction Mart last Friday.  

All classes sold at rates com-
paring favourably to current 
mainland values.  

Suffolk lambs from Eorrabus 
led the top call per head at 
£62.50.

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 486 weaned 
calves and store cattle, 113 breed-
ing cattle and 77 Over 30 Month 
cattle at Dingwall last Thursday 
when all classes proved dearer 
on the week.

Stot calves averaged 214.2p 
and sold to 340.4p per kilo for 
a 260kg Limousin cross from 
Wester Tomloan, Ardclach and 
£920 gross for a 385kg Limousin 
cross from Breakachy, Beauly.

Heifer calves averaged 202p 
and sold to 284.4p per kilo and 
£910 gross for a 320kg Simmen-
tal cross from Wester Tomloan.

Store bullocks averaged 181.7p 
and sold to 218.4 per kilo for a 
pen of 380kg Limousin crosses 
from Wester Lochend Farm, 
Loch Flemington, and £1075 for 
a pen of 590kg Limousin crosses 
from Kinchyle, Scaniport.

Store heifers averaged 183p 
and sold to 229.6p per kilo and 
£1010 gross for a 440kg British 
Blue cross from Torgormack, 
Kirkhill.

Young bulls averaged 177.6p 
and sold to 201.6p per kilo and 
£750 gross for Simmentals from 
Wellback, Scarfskerry.

Breeding cattle sold to £1700 
for a Simmental cross in calf 
heifer from 101 Torroble, Lairg.

Eorrabus Suffolks 
lead Islay UA sale

Store cattle trade 
dearer on week

Lambs meet 
improving trade 
at Dingwall

Weather conditions prove key factor in 
planning ewe nutrition ahead of lambing

Market reports

Dingwall and Highland Marts held their last sale of the season at Fort William 
auction mart last Friday when there was a good trade for quality cattle with plainer 

and native types proving harder to cash

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

Offers over: 
£225,000

The Old Woodshed, 
Glencruitten, Oban
• Modern Detached 

Family Home
• Spacious

Accommodation
• Lounge
• Kitchen
• 4 Good Sized 

Bedrooms (Master En-Suite)

• Bathroom
• Downstairs Shower 

Room
• Utility Room
• Enclosed Garden
• Parking

Oban
2 bedroom 

December to May, 
private parking, 

£650 pcm 
(no bills).
Telephone 

07775742673

Three bedroom 
house to let, 
Isle of Seil

Warm and comfortable 
family home, modern 
double glazing, wood 

burning stove, economical 
to heat, unfurnished, 
council tax band C, 

£550pcm, sorry no dss.
Telephone 01852 300737 

for more details.

Long let Morven 
Hill, Oban
Two bedroom 

furnished house with 
garden and driveway, 

suit professional 
couple or family, 
£550pcm + bills 

and c/t. References 
required. Telephone 

07796508424

Long Let, Argyll, Otter Ferry
Stunning, recently renovated cedar bungalow
3 bed, 2 bathrooms one en suite, very large 

living room/kitchen with wood burning stove. 
Large windows with views over looking loch 

Fyne. Must be seen.
£680pcm

Tel: 01700821220
E-mail: mirandavanlynden@hotmail.com

TO LET
Inverlochy

FORT WILLIAM
Lovely, furnished, one 

double bedroom flat, in quiet 

residential area, with parking,

Sorry no DSS or smokers, 

available immediately, 

£400pcm+Council Tax+ Bills.

Telephone 07786 493048

Near Inveraray
To Let

ONE BEDROOM
COURTYARD COTTAGE

£320 pcm + council tax
References essential

Would suit professional 
person/couple

Apply in writing to 
Box No 84 

The Oban Times, 
P.O Box 1 , 

Oban Argyll PA34 4HB
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE,
GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

12/03988/FUL Watercolour Music
Fang Na H-Airigh
Ardgour, Fort William

Construction of a Micro
Hydro Scheme

Time period for comments is 14 days

Oban 
Camanachd 

Club

AGM
Saturday 1st 

December at 7pm

Royal Hotel, Oban

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS 

Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number
Mr & Mrs W Barber
14 & 15 Anaheilt, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
0.091 ha - Existing house 
site
4.86.40969

*Mr & Mrs A R Cameron

Kilvickeon
0.4157 ha - Amenity ground 
4.86.40627

Mrs S Corns
Brolas Croft 3, Ardchattan 
& Muckairn
0.138 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house
4.86.41213

Mr & Mrs J Livingstone
Glasdrum, Lismore & Appin
0.096 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
4.86.41259

Mr W A Maclean
1 Heylipol, Tiree
0.105 ha - Amenity ground 
4.86.40371

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 28 days of the date 
of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

Applications marked with 
an asterisk - Interest can 
be expressed in obtaining 
the tenancy of the area 
subject to the application.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECISION ON 

APPLICATION TO
CREATE A NEW CROFT

Application by Niall 
MacLeod of 1 Ballimore and 
2 Balliemore, Kilchrenan has 
been Approved.
5.01.39118

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

Lorn Agricultural 
Society

ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

Thursday 13th 
December, 2012

Lochnell Arms Hotel, 
North Connel 8pm

All welcome

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
MARINE CONSTRUCTION: 

PORT KILCHERAN, ISLE OF LISMORE
Notice is hereby given that Mr D. Norman has applied 
to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 

under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in 
respect of Installation of a Private Mooring at:

Cost of project Latitude Longitude
description

Location Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
Port Kilcheran 56º29.381’N 05º31.932’W

(WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected 

Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application should 
be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by e-mail:
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 
reference: FKB/J201
D.C.W Norman, Kilcheran Cottage, Lismore, PA34 5UQ

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
INSTALLATION OF THREE COMMERCIAL 

MOORINGS, FEARNACH BAY, KILMELFORD
Notice is hereby given that Gordon MacKinnon has 

applied to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish 
Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 

2010, in respect of moorings installation at:
Location Latitude Longitude

Fearnach Bay, Co-ordinates Co-ordinates
Kilmelford 5616.070’N 0530.480’W

  56 16.041’N 0530.480’W
(WGS84) 5616.010’N 0530.479’W
Plans showing the position of the works may be 

Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application should 
be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by e-mail:
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 
reference: FKB/J197
Gordon MacKinnon

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2008 
Notice of Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) to be 

published in a local newspaper under regulation 7(2)
Argyll Resources Group, the prospective applicant, hereby gives notice of a Pre-
Application Consultation (PAC) to be undertaken in advance of the submission of 
a planning application to Argyll and Bute Council for a prospective development 
comprising continuation of rock quarrying and concrete batching activities and 
renewal of planning permissions for the siting of a bitumen coating plant and 
waste transfer shed at Pennygown Quarry, Isle of Mull.
Further information in respect of the prospective development may be 
obtained by contacting Adrian Laycock Ltd., Marine Resource Centre, 
Barcaldine, Argyll PA37 1SE. 
A public event which will include a presentation of the prospective development 
and opportunity for public discussion with the prospective applicant is to be 
held at An Roth Enterprise Centre, Craignure on Tuesday 4th December 
2012 between the hours of 3.30pm and 6.30pm.
Any persons wishing to submit comments should submit these to the 
prospective applicant c/o Adrian Laycock Ltd., Marine Resource Centre, 
Barcaldine, Argyll PA37 1SE before Tuesday 18th December 2012. 
Persons submitting comments in response to Pre-Application 
Consultation (PAC) are advised that comments submitted to the 
prospective applicant at this time are not representations to the 
planning authority; in the event that prospective applicant submits 
a formal application for planning permission then there would be an 
opportunity to submit representations to Argyll and Bute Council as the 
planning authority at that time.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/02207/PPP Site for the erection of one dwellinghouse. Land South of Blarchasaig Farm 
Appin Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

12/02273/PP Installation of hydro power scheme and 
associated access track

Torloisk Estate Torloisk Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

12/02327/PP Demolition of two agricultural barns and 
erection of three dwellinghouses.

Lagganmore Kilninver Oban Argyll 
and Bute PA34 4UU 

Oban Area Office

12/02338/PP Increase in outhouse roof-pitch and installation
of external flue to accommodate bio-mass 
boiler (part retrospective) 

Tiroran House Tiroran Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute  PA69 6ES 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

12/02434/PP Erection of new detached single storey 
dwelling and detached garage/logstore

Plot 4 Betts Field Ardnacross Isle 
of Mull Argyll and Bute PA72 6JS

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

12/02440/PP Formation of vehicular access Land East of Oakview Taynuilt 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

12/02454/PP Erection of detached garage Darach Benderloch Oban Argyll 
and Bute PA37 1QS 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/02337/LIB Installation of replacement windows. The Royal Hotel Argyll Square 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4BE

Oban Area Office

12/02513/LIB Internal and external refurbishment Hawthorn House Isle of Lismore 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 5UL 

Sub Post Office 
Lismore

12/02527/LIB Internal and external alterations to 
dwellinghouse.

Bachuil Isle of Lismore Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 5UL 

Sub Post Office 
Lismore

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.
Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

TWO MEN from Alexandria kept Oban 
Police busy during a weekend trip to Argyll 
after they were arrested twice on the same 
day.

The men, aged 25 and 17, were arrested at 
3.30am on Sunday for disorder offences at 
Portsonachan Hotel.

However, after being released later that 
morning, police were again called to the 
hotel at 2pm and charged the men with the 
same offence.

Police arrest two men 
twice within 24 hours

Curtain comes down on 
Clyde Coastguard
OPERATIONS at Clyde Coastguard have 

Belfast and Stornoway.
The move came as a blow to campaigners 

who say the closure ‘will affect the safety of 
people on the west coast of Scotland’.

The closure came a few days earlier than 
expected – operations had been due to be 
handed over on Tuesday but campaigners 
say the station was ‘effectively closed’ on 
Friday.

Clyde Maritime Rescue and Co-ordination 
Centre (MRCC Clyde) at Greenock covers 
an extensive operational area including 
Argyll and Bute’s coastline.

All staff at Clyde will have left their 

closes on December 31.
An MCA spokeswoman said: ‘This 

handover period has been planned for some 
time. All the staff have been informed well 
in advance.’

Oban man found guilty of 
drink fuelled assault
ASSAULTING a 64-year-old male landed 
one Oban man in the town’s sheriff court 
last week.

John McKay, 49, of 18 Nelson Road, Oban 
denied the charge but was found guilty fol-
lowing a trial.

The court heard McKay ‘went for’ his 
elder victim after ‘downing’ a bottle of wine 
on July 6. The man had tried to intervene 
in a dispute between McKay and his then 
girlfriend.

Sheriff John Herald found McKay guilty 
of assault and deferred sentence until De-
cember 11 for the preparation of reports.

Oban photographers in 
national competition 
MEMBERS of Oban Photographic 
Club were entertained by the Scottish
Photographic Federation Digital Portfolio.

Over 100 images chosen through a
strict selection procedure were on dis-
play. These photos are from the cream
of Scotland’s Camera Clubs and are circu-
lated throughout the country. 

Members were delighted to see that 
images from John Douglas and Stephen
Lawson were included. 

Almost every subject was covered however
landscapes/seascapes and birdlife were 
prominent. 

New members always welcomed at the 
Regent Hotel every Monday at 7.30pm

FIREARMS were seized by police from a 
house on Kerrera last Friday in a planned 

Oban Police chief inspector Brian Auld 
said the operation was to ensure the well-
being of residents on the island and was not 
in response to any emergency call.

Firearms seized by police 
on Isle of Kerrera

TRAINS could be grinding to 
a halt in the west of Scotland if 
a ballot for strike action is ap-
proved by Scotrail staff.

The National Union of Rail, 
Maritime and Transport Work-

began a ballot for strike action 
of all Scotrail members over 
the alleged ‘victimisation and 
dismissal’ of a member of staff.

Scott Lewis, who worked 
for Scotrail in Glasgow was 
dismissed by the company for 
allegedly making ‘unwanted 
contact with a passenger’.

But RMT chiefs say Mr Lewis’ 
only crime was to assist a mem-
ber of the public in ensuring 
they had the correct ticket for 
a journey in line with company 
policy.

The ballot will close on Thurs-
day, November 29 leaving open 
the potential for disruption over 
the festive period.

AN ARGYLL holiday park has been named 
the best in Britain at a glittering awards 
ceremony held in Birmingham.

Lochgoilhead Lodges, part of Argyll 
Holidays, was handed the accolade at the 
Hoseasons Conference and Customer Serv-
ice Awards on November 7. Argyll Holidays 
also came out on top for the best relax and 
explore park in Scotland. Keith Campbell, 
managing director said: ‘I believe that these 

-
gyll Holidays vital role in Scottish tourism, 
and our overall commitment to providing 
exemplary customer service and a fantastic 
customer experience to our guests.’

Argyll Holiday Park is 
best in Britain

AN OBAN woman who police 
claimed was drunk in charge 
of a bar and allowed customers 
to consume alcohol after hours 

Sheriff Court.
Denied 

Elaine Cameron, also known 
as Elizabeth Callander, of 
Arbour Guesthouse, Dunollie 
Road, Oban, denied the charges 
but was found guilty after 
standing trial.

went to Paparazzi, Breadalbane 
Street, just after 1.30am on 
September 10 last year follow-

ing a complaint about excessive 
noise.

bar they saw around 10 people 
standing at the bar with glasses 
and bottles. Many left on seeing 
the police.

Cameron, then premises man-

they noted she was ‘unsteady 
on her feet and slurring her 
speech’. 

Defending, Sandy Mitchell 
told the court the police arrived 
at the bar around 1.15am – not 
1.30am as indicated by CCTV.

Giving evidence, 60-year-old  

Cameron said her till clock had 
always been 16 to 18 minutes 
slow and, as the till had been 
closed off at 1.35am, she had 

Speaking clock 
Defence witnesses, all former 

staff at the bar, told the court 
the till clock had always been 
slow and Cameron had asked 
them to keep a record of this by 
telephoning the speaking clock 
and verifying the time before 
signing the receipt.

Eoin McGinty asked one 
woman, who claimed to have 

phoned the speaking clock  
numerous times, what the 
speaking clock number was, 
she couldn’t answer.

He said: ‘Have you ever heard 
of Tommy Sheridan? 

‘Do you know why he went to 
prison? 

‘For telling demonstrable lies 
in a court of law – and that is the 
arena we are in now.’

Finding Cameron guilty, 
Sheriff John Herald said: ‘I have 

police are credible and reliable, 
something I can’t say about the 
defence.’

Oban after-hours drinking trial

Rail workers to 
ballot on strike

Vandals destroy 
school CCTV
POLICE in Oban are looking 
to trace a group of youths after 
CCTV at Park Primary School 
was ripped from the wall.

At around 6.30pm on Monday, 
November 12, vandals ripped 
off the protective caging around 
the camera before pulling the 
camera from the wall.

The group of youths was 
spotted on the school grounds 
around that time and anyone 
who saw them at that time, or 
knows about the incident, should 
contact Oban Police Station on 
01631 510 500.

LOCHABER Music For All will 
-

cert-season tomorrow (Friday) 
in Kilmallie Community Centre 
at 7.30pm.

Guest artistes will be ‘The 
Sterling Trio’ who will perform 
a programme of new and old 

piano.
The trio were formed at the 

Royal Northern College of Music 
in Manchester and have devel-
oped an innovative and versatile 
approach to musicmaking.

PLANS for a proposed 20-tur-
bine windfarm at Musdale, near 
Kilmore, can be seen at a public 
exhibition in Dalavich today 
(Thursday).

After public exhibitions were 
held in Kilmore and Ford last 
month, renewable energy com-

open day at Dalavich Commu-
nity Centre.

Following the high level of 

residents are encouraged to drop 
in to the event between 3pm and 
7.30pm to meet members of the 

will be on hand to provide further 
information about the project 
and answer any questions.

Jamie Grant, senior project de-

pleased at the welcome response 
from the local community so 
far. 

‘Following the positive en-
gagement that we have had with 
residents to date, I am delighted 
that we are hosting another 
exhibition for the residents of 
Dalavich.’ 

planning application to Argyll 
and Bute Council in the summer 
of 2013, and will continue to 
engage with the local com-
munity throughout the planning 
process.

Musdale
windfarm
on public 
exhibition

Coming to play at Kilmallie 
Community Centre tomorrow 

are The Sterling Trio

Sterling Trio to 
play Kilmallie 
centre

Man allegedly spat 
on policemen
A 23-YEAR-old man, who is 
accused of spitting in the face 
of a police sergeant in Oban last 
weekend, has been charged.

The man was arrested in 
Nelson Road last Saturday at 
8.45pm for allegedly conducting 
himself in a disorderly manner.

OBAN schools picked up their 
rewards for months of voucher 
collecting at Tesco this year.

Equipment 
School pupils, staff and 

parents in the town have been 
busy collecting vouchers for 
the Tesco for Schools and 
Clubs 2012 scheme and last 
Wednesday went to the store to 
collect goodie bags and sports 
and computer equipment worth 

hundreds of pounds.

collected enough vouchers to 

equipment, the highest number 
of vouchers of any school in the 
town.

Oban High School received 

Park Primary earned vouchers 

of school equipment.
Argyll and Bute MP Alan Reid 

and Tesco store manager Neil 
Armour were on hand to gift the 
goodie bags to representatives 
of every school.

Mr Armour said: ‘This is 
the 21st year Tesco has run its 
voucher scheme in some form 
and Oban schools always do 
really well because the com-
munity is so supportive.’

Representatives of the Oban schools receive their goodie bags from Alan Reid MP, while Tesco store 
manager Neil Armour, right, looks on. 16_t47tesco01

Oban schools collect their 
voucher rewards from Tesco

THE JUNIOR Mòd Club on the 
Isle of Mull will be celebrating 
its 10th anniversary in style 
after receiving a grant to record 
a CD.

Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile, 
the Isle of Mull Junior Mòd 
Club, was started in 2003 and 
was awarded a grant by the BBC 
Performing Arts Fund to make a 
CD to celebrate this.

The Club will be working with 
Mary Ann Kennedy at Water-
colour Studios in Ardgour and 
with An Tobar in Tobermory to 
make the album.

Riona Whyte, tutor of Comunn 
Gàidhealach Mhuile said: ‘We 
are delighted to receive this 
grant from the BBC Performing 
Arts Fund. 

‘The club has gone from 
strength to strength, with young 
people from Mull, Lochaline and 
Kilchoan learning traditional 
Gaelic songs and taking part in 
local and national Mòds.  

‘What better way to mark the 
ten years since the club started 
than to record a CD with past 
and present members? 

‘Everyone is very excited and 
keen to get into the recording 
studio.’

The fund receives revenue 
from the voting lines of BBC 
One entertainment programmes 
such as The Voice, and Over the 
Rainbow.     

Miriam O’Keeffe, Director of 
the Performing Arts Fund said: 
‘We are delighted to be provid-
ing an avenue for these projects 

‘The passion these groups 
have for music is inspiring. The 
range, not only in the types of 
groups but also in the spread of 
ages, shows us that music really 
is for everybody.’

Riona added: ‘Comunn Gàid-
healach Mhuile would also like 
to take this opportunity to say a 
very big thank you to everyone 
who has supported the club in 
2012, and for grants received 
from Argyll and Bute Council as 
well as the Mull and Iona Com-
munity Trust white tailed eagle 
fund which helped fund our trip 
to the National Mòd in Dunoon 
in October. 

‘Thanks again for your support 
this year and we look forward to 
an exciting 2013. Mòran taing 
dhuibh uile.’

Comunn Gàidhealach Mhuile at the Royal National Mòd in 
Dunoon in October. 

Mull’s 
singing
juniors gain 
BBC grant 
to produce 
album

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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With over 500 branches across the 
country, Jewson is the UK’s leading 
supplier of timber and building products 
to the trade and general public.

Branch Manager -  Oban

December 2012.

Home help required 
for elderly lady in 

Campbeltown
Honest and reliable 

2 hours a day, 5 or 6 
days a week. Good 

Email homehelp@
kirtel.co.uk

br ing ing  people together    s ince 1923

PCV Driver

Personnel Department
West Coast Motors

Benmhor

or complete our online application form at
www.westcoastmotors.co.uk

We are seeking to recruit a full time
PCV driver based at our Oban depot.

This position will cover a range of services
including local bus, schools, express coach

and private hire.
If you hold or would like to acquire a

PCV licence and are interested
in such a position, please apply in writing

(enclosing your c.v.) to:

Donald McLean 
Contractors

Have the following vacancies:
2 GENERAL  LABOURERS

1 CHARGEHAND 
1 360º EXCAVATOR OPERATOR

DMC

THE COMMISSIONERS OF 
NORTHERN LIGHTHOUSES

require an

ELECTRICAL/ELECTRONIC TECHNICIAN

 or write

Business Development Assistant
Salary £19,526-£22,476

Fixed term appointment for two years

where necessary.

Friday
30th November 2012
SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), has an equal opportunities 

policy and welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

Concrete Technician/Batcher

Quality care to every person,
every day. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Mid Argyll, Kintyre and Islay
Argyll & Bute Community Health Partnership

Inpatient Services / Community Nursing
Campbeltown Hospital 

Bank Nursing Assistant – Band 2
Hours as and when required

£14,508 - £17,253 (pro rata) 
Bank Auxiliary Nurse required for Campbeltown Hospital. To support and assist the registered nurse, client or carer in 
undertaking health care activities in a Community Hospital setting. Work autonomously within agreed and documented 
competency reporting back to line manager. Ability to deal with anxious & distressed patients and relatives in a tactful and 
diplomatic manner essential.

Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, Argyll, 
PA31 8LB - Tel 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or e-mail - recruitment.ab@nhs.net
Please quote reference: 12BK/241. 

Closing date for receipt of applications: 7th December 2012. 

DECEMBER 2011

FESTIVE SEASON FOOD SPECIAL Recipes for a memorable Christmas Day from four top chefs 

THE BATTLE OF MAYHOW BEAVERS COLONISED THE TAYBRINGING WHISKY BACK TO LEWISMARK BEAUMONT:THE EXPLORER

MONARCH OF THE GLEN

Plus

ICONIC SCOTTISH FILM LOCATIONS

25Our Christmas gift guide

REVEALED 

THE WORLD’S 
FINEST 

WHISKIES

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER 2011. £3.60

PAGES OF

30%
SAVEOVER*

Offers available to new UK subscribers only. For worldwide subscription rates please call us 
on 0044 1631 568000 or visit 

.*Saving based on 3 issues for £1, thereafter £9.99 per quarter paid by Direct Debit, 
available only by calling or completing the DD form. (1st Year Only)

3 issues for £1,
30%*

or

1 issue free
or

4th subscription free

Choose from one of 3 
amazing Christmas offers:

  Call
Complete

Click

Looking for the 
perfect gift?

1

2

3

Andrew Smith & Son
New Holland Dealers 
Require an Engineer

We are also looking to recruit a 
Store Person

Andrew Smith & Son, 

Campbeltown, PA28 6SY
Closing date: 6th December

FULL-TIME
GARDENER
Wanted for private 
garden in Ardfern.

Would suit an 
energetic and 
experienced

plants person.
Please telephone 

01852 500289

TEMPORARY DISTRIBUTORS REQUIRED
TO DELIVER THE BT PHONE BOOK IN INVERNESS, 

NAIRN, CULLODEN, MERKINCH, DINGWALL, TAIN, FORT 
WILLIAM, HELMSDALE, GLENCOE, FORT AUGUSTUS, 

THURSO, WICK AND SURROUNDING AREAS.
GOOD RATES OF PAY AND FLEXIBLE WORKING HOURS

YOU WILL NEED A CAR TO 
TRANSPORT YOUR DIRECTORIES

CALL 01252 390990
www.thomsondirectories.com/distribution

Text BTISLANDS to 07786 208008



SELLING 
YOUR OLD 
VEHICLE?

The Oban Times
& WEST HIGH LA N D TI M ES

Be seen by over 
40,000 readers

Tel: 01631 568000
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RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR
DEALERSHIP PLEASE CALL:

01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

£8995 o.v.n.o.

2.5D Automatic, 34,000 miles 
Tax and MOT

Full 4x4, Leather interior,
Twin Elec & towbar, 

CD changer.

Telephone: 
07553 988382

MITSUBISHI L200 
ANIMAL 2007

£1795 o.n.o.

2002, 2.2 turbo diesel, in 
good order, MOT June 2013, 

Tax April 2013, 
all new brakes etc.

Telephone:
01880 740502 or 

07878 363854

MERCEDES
VITO VAN

£2850 o.n.o.

28800 miles Tax 6 mths - 
Full years Mot. 

F.S.H. V.G.C. 1 previous 
owner.

Telephone: 
07590036192

56 CLIO 1.2 
SPORT

£5500

59 plate, full service history, 
30,700 miles,

MOT and Tax one year, 
Two years manufacturers 

warranty remaining.

Telephone: 
01546 600444

HYUNDAI
i30

£16,600

Black, 14,000mls, 
immaculate condition. 

Years tax
p/x possible.

Telephone: 
01586 551197

2010 / VOLKSWAGEN
GOLF 2.0 DIESEL GT

WANTED

All types of 
4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Daihatsus,
any 4 x 4, also 

considered non-
runners or MOT 

failures.
 Telephone 

01250 884306 
or mobile 

07885 203020.

WANTED

All Types of Diggers, 
Mini Diggers, JCBs
3CXs, Also MF and 

CASE, Any Condition, 
Any Age

Telephone: 
01250 884306
07885203020
gbplantsales@
hotmail.co.uk

WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4’s and light 

commercials, Ford, 
Mercedes, Toyota 

etc.  Finance settled, 
company clearances 

welcome,
high miles, non 

runners considered, 
cash buyer.

Telephone 
07734304924

WANTED FOR 
EXPORT

Landcruisers,
Hilux, also 2 
w/d Vauxhall 

Bravos, any 4 x4 
considered old or 
new, running or 
not, immediate 

payment on 
collection.

Telephone 
07703 490572

WANTED

4x4 any 
type, year, 

condition, also 
commercial

van or pick up, 
will pay cash 
and collect.

Telephone: 
07832 008156

£3,300 O.N.O

AUDI A3 1.6 
PETROL

85,000 MILES,TAXED AND 
MOT’D,AIR CONDITIONING,

6CD CHANGER,ALLOY 
WHEELS. VERY GOOD CONDI-
TION, 2 OWNERS FROM NEW

Telephone: 
CONTACT 01583 421284 or 

07730087870

ISUZU TROOPER
COMMERCIAL 4X4

£1500 o.n.o.

Aug 2002, Diesel, 173595 miles, 
MOT July 2013, rear seats, tow bar.

Tel: 01770 600242

TRIUMPH DAYTONA
955i

£2250

2003 Triumph Daytona 955i Centennial Edition, British racing 
green, less than 10,000 genuine miles from new and in excel-
lent condition, garaged summer use only, a lovely example and 

bargain at £2250 for a quick sale.

Tel: 07919577679 

20%

10 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Cruise, Epack, Met Silver..............£13,450
59 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL, Double Can Pickup, Manual, Leather, Sat Nav, Alloys, Met. Grey, 50k miles.........£11,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL, Double Cab Pickup, Auto, Sat Nav, Leather, Black ..............................£9,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 4Life Double Cab Pick-up, Canopy, E-Pack, Air Con. Metallic Silver, 50k miles ..£8,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 Raging Bull, double cab pick-up, auto, canopy, leather, met grey ....................£10,950
09 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pickup, auto, leather, silver............................................£9,950
58 MITSUBISHI L200 WARRIOR, double cab pick up, manual, E-pack, alloys, cruise, black, 25K.....£12,950
58 MITSUBISHI L200 4 WORK, Single Cab Pickup, Manual, CD, tow bar, Red, 50K................................£8,450
08 MITSUBISHI L200 4 WORK, Single Cab Pickup, 4WD, Truckman canopy, cd player, towbar, red.......£6,950
02 Mitsubishi L200 Animal, double cab pickup, manual, leather, sat nav, sports canopy, black, 90K, .....................£3,950
57 FORD TRANSIT 430115 TDCi JUMBO VAN, twin rear wheel, 90,000.............................................£6,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 Shogun Equipe, SWB, Commercial, Manual, E-Pack, Alloys, Air Con. Metallic Grey 60k miles £9,950
07 MITSUBISHI L200 4LIFE, Single Cab pickup, 4WD, White, 36k ............................................... £7,950
56 Mitsubishi Shogun SWB Warrior, commercial auto, heated leather, multi cd, satnav, black, 90k £8,450
56 Mitsubishi Shogun EQUIPE Commercial SWB, manual, e/pack alloys, tow bar, met. silver ........£6,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA D22 2.5TD, single cab pickup, 2WD, red, 13,000 miles .....................................£5,950
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW dble cab pickup, manual, alloy cover, epack, alloys, black...................£8,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA TREK, King cab pick up, mountain top, black, 30k .............................................£8,950
57 NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA dc pick up, auto leather, sat nav, 6 speed. Canopy, black .................£8,950
09 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi exlwb dropside pick-up, alloy body ..................................................£7,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB Semi High Van, SLD, CD, Roof Rack, Dark Blue, 60K ......................£5,450
06 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB, LX Van, 100HP, Electric Windows, Met Grey, 60K...........................£4,950
59 LANDROVER 110, double cab pick up, 6-speed, manual, canopy, tow-pack, blue 40k ...........£13,950
08 VAUXHALL COMBO CTDi VAN, side door, silver, 50,000...........................................................£4,250
08 LANDROVER DISCOVERY 3 TDV6 auto commercial, cruise control, air con, met green ..........£12,950
04 LANDROVER DISCOVERY, 5 door commercial, manual, alloys, cd player, t/bar, met silver. ................................£3,950
08 VW CRAFTER 50, LWB, High top van, 5ton gross, 6 speed, Twin wheels, E-Pack, Blue, 80k miles....£9,950
08 ISUZU RODEO, Denver Double Cab pick-up, manual, 3 ton tow, met red, 70k .............................. £8,950
12ton Schmidt Tandem Axel Gritter Tractor Drawn, hydraulic brake, electric controls, very tidy,  ....... £8,950
CASE INTERNATIONAL 595, 2WD c/w Quickie Power Loader, Front Bucket, 600 Hours Only, Direct Council .........£7,950
56 Mazda 3, 5-Door Hatchback, 1.6 petrol, Epack, alloys, full dealer history, 1 lady owner, 50K, ............................£3,450
05 VW LT46 MWB high top vans, 6 seats, twin rear wheels, SLD, white, direct council, 40K, choice, ....................£5,950
05 VW LT46 crew cab pickups, alloy drop side body, tool boxes, t/bar, direct council, 45K, choice, .......................£5,950
08 Mercedes Sprinter 311 CDi, MWB, fridge box van, auto, rear barn doors, Epack, white, 90K, ............................£7,950

VAUXHALL COMBO
DIESEL VAN

£2500ono

55 reg, FSH, good clean condition, 70000 Miles
Mot till jan 2013, taxed, until November 1998

Tel: 07500786612

PEUGEOT 206 
ESTATE

£1600 o.n.o.

2 litre hdi diesel engine, 70,000miles
1 years MOT, Good Condition.

Tel: 07818 811513 (Arran)

SKODA OCTAVIA 4X4 
1.9TDI

£5,500

07 Reg, 90k miles, FSH, Silver, MOT July 2013,
Good condition inside and out

Great car and highly sought after

Tel: 01680 814153

VAUXHALL
VECTRA 1.8 LS

£1,800 ono

54 reg, black, 73,000 miles, taxed 02/13, MOT 08/13

Tel: 01631 564875

RS used
cars

Tel: 07590 914 558 / 07733 888 392
Dunollie Road, Oban PA34 4PJ

Trade-ins welcome and Finance available

Open 7 days
Free Warranty with every car.

www.rsusedcars.co.uk

VAUXHALL
CORSA 1.2 SXI

£2700 o.n.o

Tax and M.O.T expires October 2013, 
Full service history, 35,000 miles

Tel: 07789335191

HONDA 
TRX500FM

£4,400 + VAT

2010 MODEL,ROAD REGISTERED.FULLY SERVICED,NEW TYRES,
3 MONTH WARRANTY, FINANCE AND DELIVERY ARRANGED

STODDARTS OF OBAN. 01631 564176/07799692072
WWW.STODDARTS.CO.UK

WANTED

Any 4 x 4 vehicle, 
Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc. 
High mileage, non 

runners or MOT 
failure considered. 

Will travel.

Telephone: 
07864 035750 £2850 o.n.o.

06 Plate
11 months MOT, 3 months Tax

60+ miles per gallon

Telephone: 
01546 602134

VAUXHALL VECTRA
1.9SRI 150 DIESEL

FIESTA ST 500 LTD
EDITION

£5500

2.0 150 bhp, 45000 miles, 2008 year
Full leather interior heated front seats

Any questions call 07881938500



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631

562269
24-HOUR SERVICE

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

funeral directors

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

drain problems

Cleaned and Cleared – Fast

Call 24/7 - 
Also drain repairs and surveys
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

1st Choice Maintenance Ltd

Slating

Tiling

Chimney Work
Roughcasting

Leadwork

Cement Work

Free Estimates and Advice Distance No Object!

Tel: 01887 858610   Mob: 07871 861235

Flat Roofs Repaired 
or Replaced 

General Building 
Repairs and 
Maintenance

Insurance Work 
and Storm Damage

Guttering Repaired 
or Replaced

Velux Windows 
Supplied
and Fitted

Moss Removal on 
Roof and Garages

FREEPHONE

0800 371 250
OBAN

01852 300174

FREE MEASURING / FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING / MADE IN SCOTLAND

ALL BLINDS MADE TO MEASURE

Check out our Customer Views at 
www.customers.chriscraft.co.uk

blinds

stoves

chimney  sweep

Lochaber
Chimney Sweep

Services

01397 703592
07719 623837

Open Fires & 
Woodburning Stoves

Tar Removal  Agas 
& Rayburns

CCTV Chimney Inspection   
Clean & Tidy

Discounts for OAPS
We power sweep wih the 
industry approved system 

HARDY FISHING
TACKLE

Old and Modern
Also other makes of 

old tackle
Please

Telephone 
01786 823361

Email
strathmoretackle@

gmail.com
building contractor

tyre services

Aerial installations

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

Thursday 22 November, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 21

household goods

home hardware

 ANTIQUES AND
COLLECTABLES

BABY EQUIPMENT

 CLOTHES, SHOES
AND ACCESSORIES

and hats, reasonable, most 

Lime green on the outside, 

 COMPUTERS AND
GAMES

 CREELS

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

ironing larger items, to buy 

HALOGEN OVEN large 

lid holder, extender ring, 

DOMESTIC PETS

 FURNITURE

storage area under seat, 

HEALTH AND
FITNESS

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

HOME FURNISHINGS
M A H O G A N Y 

HOME OFFICE

 JEWELLERY AND
WATCHES

LEISURE AND
LIFESTYLE

stainless steel shiny 

Laurent Perrier logo. Used 

MAIL ORDER

MISCELLANEOUS

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

OUTDOOR SPORTS
EQUIPMENT

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

 TOYS AND GAMES

my Little Ponies in box,  

Bilingual English and 

 TRAILERS

WANTED

carports

Leigh and Alana. My 
brothers and sisters, 

my daughter Mary. A 

PERSONALS
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MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 25 November 2012

Christ the King
St John’s Cathedral, 

Oban
Holy Communion........08.00
Sung Eucharist.............10.15

Followed by AGM
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Nicki NcNelly Provost

(01631) 562323
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion........ 11.00

St Columba,
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist .............10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 25 November 2012

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

BIRTH
CLARK – To Donald and 
Emma on November 13, 
2012 at the Simpson Centre, 
Edinburgh, a son Dara James.
A brother for Myles. Another 
grandchild for Alasdair and 
Joan Clark, Dunfermline and 
James and Antoinette Doran, 
Lusk, Co.Dublin.
MARCUS – Amy Jennifer, 

child of Madeleine and Derek, 
third grandchild of Elizabeth 
and David Pender, Oban, and 

Gibson, Glasgow.

ENGAGEMENTS
FORRESTER – ALLOTT
- Alison and Peter Forrester, 
Port of Menteith, formerly 
of Ardnacross, Isle of Mull, 
are pleased to announce the 
engagement of their daughter 
Lucy to Mr Simon Allott of 
Marlborough, Wiltshire.

DEATH
ANFIELD - Suddenly but 
peacefully at home in her 
loving husband Paul’s arms, 
on Friday November 16, 
2012, Margaret née McCahon 
(formerly White) and known 
as Margaret the car scheme to 
all her passengers. The funeral 
will take place at Cardross 
Crematorium, Cardross on 
Monday November 26 at 
12.15pm, all friends are 
respectfully invited to attend.

collection / donations if desired 
for North Argyll Volunteer Car 
Scheme.
GILLIES - Allan James.
Peacefully passed away with 
dignity and surrounded by love 

and Islands District General 
Hospital on November 12, 
2012 in his 34th year.  Much 
loved son, brother, step son, 
brother-in-law, uncle, nephew, 
great-nephew and friend.  
Sadly missed.
MACINTYRE - Peacefully at 
The Lorn & Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on Thursday  November 
15, 2012. Lachie aged 70 
years, of 1 Lawe Cottages, 
Lower Soroba, Oban.  Much 
loved father of Laura, Gillian, 
Mairi, Elaine and Jennifer, and 
much loved Grandad. A friend 
to many who will be sadly 
missed.
MACKECHNIE  - After 
a short illness at Ninewells 

(nee Sutherland), aged 79, 
former Poultry and Dairy 
Advisor with Scottish 
Agricultural College, loving 
wife of the late Angus, devoted 
mum of Alan, Erik and Maureen 
a much loved mother in law 
and proud GaGa of Amanda, 

Wednesday November 28, 
Service in Perth Crematorium 
at 11.30am to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 

please, however a retiring 
collection will be taken for the 
caring dedicated staff at Ward 
32 Ninewells.
MACKECHNIE -  Gilbert 
Snr, Beinn Dorain, Oban.  
Passed away peacefully on 
Saturday November 17, in his 
97th year.  A proud Oban boy all 
his days.  Now together with his 
sweetheart Jean again.  Dearly 
loved and sorely missed by all 
his family.  A wonderful Father, 
Papa and Great Papa.xxx
McARTHUR - Peacefully 
at Lorn & Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on November 15, 2012, 
Neil McArthur, aged 85 years, 
of 47 MacDonald Terrace, 
Lochgilphead, and formerly 
of Kilmory Home Farm, 
Lochgilphead.  Much loved 
husband of Avril, and loving 
and much loved Father of Jean, 
Caroline, Catherine, Neil and 
Fiona. An adored grandpa.  A 
much respected father-in-law.  
A dear brother, brother-in-
law, cousin and uncle to all 
the family. A good friend and 
dear neighbour and former 
work colleague to many.
Funeral service will be held in 
Lochgilphead Parish Church 
today, Thursday, November 22, 
2012, at 12 noon, thereafter to 
Achnabreac Cemetery. Flowers 
or donations, welcome.
WHITE – Linda, The Lodge 
Dunmor Easdale, passed 
away on November 15 , 2012 
peacefully, with her family 
by her side, at the Beatson  
Cancer Centre, Gartnavel.   
Beloved wife of Kevin and 
adored mother of Tracy and 
Karyn was an inspiration 
to many and will be sorely 
missed.  Funeral service on 
Thursday November 22, at 
Kilbrandon Church at 1pm.  

only, donations if desired to 
Macmillan Cancer Care may 
be given at service.
WILSON – Suddenly 
but peacefully at home on 
November 13, 2012, Hamish 

Fort Augustus, aged 72 years, 
ex Calmac, husband of Helen, 
dear father of Eilidh, Calum, 
Seonaid and Hamish, loved 
by his 12 grandchild and dear 
brother of Dorothy.  Funeral 
service on Thursday, November 
22, at 2.00pm in Fort Augustus 
Church of Scotland, all friends 
respectfully invited, thereafter 
private cremation on Friday.  

Donations, if desired, for 

the service or forwarded to 
William T Fraser and Son, 
Funeral Directors, Culduthel 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BOYD – Alasdair and family 
would like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for their 
kind expressions of sympathy 
and support at this sad time.
Thanks to the staff of the Lynn 
of Lorne Care Home who 
so professionally and kindly 
cared for Nan over the last few 
months. Most sincere thanks 

very personal and comforting 
service. To Ian MacInnes 

funeral arrangements and the 

CAMPBELL -  Gus (65), who 
passed away peacefully at home 
on  November 4, 2012 with 
his loving family around him.
Helen and family would like 
to convey heartfelt thanks for 

condolences, which have been 
a great source of comfort and 
support at this time.  Special 
thanks to the staff at Lorn 
Medical Centre, especially 
Euan Glen for his kindness 
and compassion.  Grateful 

and to Hamish Hoey & Sons 
Ltd for support and guidance 
throughout. Thanks also to 
the many family and friends 
who travelled to the Church 
of Scotland and thereafter 
Pennyfuir Cemetery to pay 
their last respects, and to the 
Oban Bay Hotel for welcoming 
refreshments. Finally thank you 
to the Macmillan Nurses for 
their devoted care and attention 
for which we are eternally 
grateful and to the generosity 
of all who donated towards the 
£636.29 retiring collection for 
this worthy cause.
FARQUHAR - Margaret 
and family wish to thank all 
relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the kind 
expressions of sympathy 
received in so many ways 

Our gratitude to the staff at the 
Belford Hospital, Fort William 
for the care and compassion 

Ogg for her comforting service, 
to Mike McFall and staff for 
their personal attention and 

to Jill Gosney for a lovely tea 
and to all those who paid their 
last respects at the church and 
so generously donated £720 to 
Ward 1, Belford Hospital, Fort 
William.
GILLIES - Pat, Allan, Isla 
and the rest of Allan’s family 
would like to thank friends and 
neighbours for the comforting 
kindness and support, cards, 

gifts following our loss.  Thanks 
also to the various staff at Lorn 
and Islands Hospital, Oban and 
the Southern General, Glasgow 
for the fantastic care he received 
and the support shown to us.
To Care+ and the Community 
Team who made his short time 
at home possible and particular 
gratitude to those who cared 
for him after his readmission 
to hospital when he was so 
unwell through to his passing.  
Thanks to Hamish Hoey Funeral 
Services, The Columba Hotel 
and Cardross Crematorium and 
to those who paid respects and 
donated to Macmillan Nurses in 
Allan’s memory.
KOWBEL - (East Linton/
North Berwick) Michael, Joe 

families, would like to thank 
most sincerely all relatives 
and friends for the wonderful 
support received during their 
recent very sad loss of Lorna 
and to all who attended the 
service at Prestonkirk and so 
kindly donated £1081.35 in aid 
of the friends of Edington, also 
for the exceptional medical 
care provided to Lorna over 
the last three years and the 
spiritual comfort given to her 

greatly appreciated, as is the 
kind and considerate manner in 
which Mr. Gary Tait (John Bald 
Funeral Directors) attended to 
all funeral arrangements.
MACEACHEN - The family 
of the late Alistair, 6 Howbeg, 
South Uist, would like to thank 
Fr Michael MacDonald, altar 
servers, MacPhee Brothers, 
grave diggers, and Borrodale 
Hotel. We would also like to 
thank friends and neighbours 
who attended the service and 
graveside. Finally a big thank 
you to his brother Angus Peter 
and sister- in-law Angusina and 
family for the help and care to 
Alistair since the death of his 

MATHER – The family of 
the late Bill Mather wish to 
express their sincere thanks 
to all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the kind 
expressions of sympathy and 
support shown to them during 
their recent sad bereavement, 
also for the cards and letters 
of condolences received.  
Thanks also to Drs Campbell 
and Taylor-Cavanagh at Argyll 
Street Surgery and special 
thanks to all the staff at Ardenlee 
Care Home for the loving care 
and attention given to Dad over 

for his very personal and 
comforting service; to organist, 
Cathie Montgomery for the 

Eulogy.  Thanks to Caladh 
Funeral Services for their 

funeral arrangements; to the 
pallbearers, to all who attended 
at the church and graveside 
and to Cairndow Stagecoach 

Inn for the excellent purvey.  
Thanks also for the generous 
contributions to the retiral 
collection for Kilmorich Parish 
Church, which amounted to 
£455.
MITCHELL - The family 
would like to thank relatives, 
family and friends for their 
support and kindness, for the 
many cards, telephone calls 
and baking. Grateful thanks 
to Fr MacKinnon at St Mary’s 
and to the staff at the Alexandra 
Hotel, Fort William. The 
family would sincerely like to 
thank the ambulance crew and 
hospital staff at the Belford, 
to the helicopter crew from 
Fort William to Glasgow and 
the nursing staff and doctors 
in the Neuro ITU ward at the 
Southern General Hospital, 
Glasgow. Thanks also to 
Mike McFall, funeral director 
and staff for their sympathy 

the funeral arrangements.
Donations received amounted 
to £2050, which will be divided 
between the Belford Hospital 
and the Neuro ITU unit at the 
Southern General Hospital.
SEGGIE – Doreen’s family 
would like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kindness, telephone calls, 

Grateful thanks to Dr Davies 
and staff at the Lynn of Lorne 
for the loving care given 
to Mum.  Sincere thanks to 

sensitive service, to Doreen 
and Andy Henderson and to 
all who attended the service 

Thanks also to the Falls of 
Lora Hotel.  Special thanks to 
Ian MacInnes, D & A Munn 
Ltd for his kind, considerate 
and professional attention to 
the funeral arrangements and 
to those who contributed £275 
to Alzheimer, Scotland.

MEMORIAMS
DAVIS – Gavin. Cousin Gav, 
miss you too much.
- Love Deb.
HENDERSON – In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
Iain who died November 22 
2002.
A smile I will always 
remember
A voice I will always recall
A memory I will always 
treasure
Of the one who was dear to 
all.
- Greatly missed Isabel.
MACINNES - In loving 
memory of a dear mum and 
nana, Nancy, passed away 
November 25, 2005, 
Forever loved and missed.
- Mairi, Donald and Sarah.xxx
MACKAY – In loving memory 
of Eddie, father and grandfather 
who died November 22, 1968.
Always in our thoughts
- Families, Inveraray and 
Canada
MACKECHNIE – In loving 
memory of Iain (Jura).
Dearly loved husband of 
Betty.
A loving Dad, Papa, Grandad 
and
Great Grandad who died on 
November 20, 2011.
It’s a year since you were taken 
from us
Our lives changed that day and 
nothing
will ever be the same
We miss your presence, we 
miss your voice
Most of all we miss your laugh 
and all your jokes.
We shared so much, the good 
and the bad
Our memories are precious of 
the time we had
You’re always in our hearts 
and mind
For Jura you were truly one of 
a kind.
- With love Betty, Marina, 
David, Agnes, Karen, Diane 
and family, Gavin, Kenny, 
Cammy and Emma.
MACLAREN – In loving 
memory of a dear father and 
grandfather Angus, who passed 
away on November 23, 1983.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Hazel, Nigel, David and 
Gareth.
MAY – In loving memory of 
my dear mum Cathie, who died 
November 23, 2006.
Sadly missed and remembered 
every day.
-Love Steven
In memory of my dear mum.
Always in my thoughts.
-Love Norman.
Treasured memories of my 
dear mum.
Though absent you are very 
near
Still loved, still missed
Still very dear.
-Love Karen.
If I could have one lifetime 
wish
One dream that could come 
true
I’d pray to God with all my 
heart
For yesterday and you.
-Love Sandra and Chris
Sweet Jesus take this message 
To our dear Granny up above 
Tell her how we miss her
And give her all our love.
-Love always, Caitlin and Erin.
Xx
NEWELL - Flora Elizabeth 
(Lily) who fell asleep 
November 29, 2011.
Will never be forgotten, always 
and forever in loving memory.  

NICOL – Treasured memories 
of a beloved son Gavin, who 
passed away on November 23, 
2010.
Forever in our hearts.
- Mum, Jimmy and Chloe.

RATCLIFFE – Happy 
memories of Malcolm, a much 
loved husband and father, died 
November 27, 1991.

- Linda and family, Dumfries 
and Norway.
RICHMOND – In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
and grandmother, Agnes 

Lismore Crescent, Oban, who 
passed away on November 21, 
1984.
There is a bridge of memories 
From here to Heaven above
That keeps you very close to 
us,
It’s called the Bridge of Love,
As time goes by without you 
Mum
And months turn into years
They hold a million memories 
And a thousand silent tears.
- Inserted by her ever loving 
son Victor, daughter-in-law 
Anne, grandchildren Yvonne 
and John, Bermuda.
TRAYNOR – In loving 
memory of a much loved 
husband and father John who 
passed away November 22, 
1994.
No matter how our lives have 
changed
No matter what we do
A special place within our 
hearts
Is always kept for you
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Jessie and Families
WRIGHT – Bill. Dear Dad, 
miss you.
 Bless the day you were born.
Love you.
- Deb.

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

Thought for the Week

BLACK trousers,  white shirt,  
a well tested black and white 
choice.   

Life,  is rarely black and white 
when it comes to decisions,  
choices or even our memories.   

Old photos may well be black 
and white,  the scenes in them 
were bright and vivid in life.   

Now here’s a thing,  black 

Black and white is straightforward
is black and white is white,  
but what colour of blue was a 

when it steamed into Oban?   
Children painting pictures of 
old trains often have a straight-
forward approach to this.   They 
paint their train the colour of 
blue they like.   

There is something in the 

wisdom of children.
Christians believe and give 

thanks that God has created the 
world in its great variety,  full of 
colour and shade,  much to note 
and remember,  to prefer and 
choose.   Which doesn’t always 
make for easy choices.   

It does give us great things to 
remember,  great memories to 

share.   
Not that any of us can afford 

to live in the past,  life moves on 
and demands choices times and 
again, complex choices that are 
far from black and white.   

Lets try to make choices we and 
others will be glad to remember 
in years to come.

Rev Jeff McCormick, Ardchattan

“We are God’s work of art, cre-
ated in Christ Jesus to live the 
good life as from the beginning 
he had meant us to live it.” 
(Eph. 2.10)

in the Handicapped Children’s 
Pilgrimage Trust Easter 
Pilgrimage to Lourdes and the 
theme we followed through our 
week in Lourdes was “We are 
God’s work of art”.

These lovely words of St. Paul 

express the deep truth that God 
has made us all as he wished and 
we are all therefore precious in 
his eyes.

A deeper sense of our human 
beauty comes from knowing 
the Lord Jesus Christ through 
the richness and goodness of 
the gift of his grace. This grace 
lifts us from sin and opens up 
for us the good life he wishes 
us to live in him. This is always 
a work in progress, the picture 
not being complete until we 

reach eternity with him. Each 
day brings new opportunity to 
allow the Lord to create us as 
his work of art, and he invites us 
anew today to give ourselves to 
him in complete love and trust.

We pray that we be ready 
to welcome the Lord into our 
hearts, that we allow him to 
work in and through the good 
gifts he has blessed us with, 
and that we work with him in 
drawing the bigger picture of 
the height and the depth of his 

love, especially in our love and 
service of our smallest and most 
vulnerable brothers and sisters.
Thinking back to Lourdes a 
wonderful part of God’s work 
of art there is St Bernadette, 
especially her openness to God 
and her response to Mary(“Our 
Lady”)  in helping build there 
something beautiful for God.

Can we do the same?  

Bishop Joseph Toal
Diocese of Argyll and the Isles.

‘We are God’s Work of Art…’

Oban Winter Festival

Above and below - The Sequence Choir sang for a very appreciative audience at the Corran Halls’ Studio Theatre, Oban on Monday 
night as part of Oban’s Winter Festival 2012 Pictures - Stephen Lawson

For more on 
Oban’s Winter Festival 2012 

see next week’s edition of The Oban Times

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook
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The Orion Group Premiership
  P     W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Newtonmore 18    14        2        2       54      22       30
Kyles Athletic 18    12        3        3       48      31       27
Lovat  18      9        4        5       39      29       22
Fort William 18      8        3        7       36      34       19
Inveraray  18      8        2        8       37      34       18
Glenurquhart 18      8        2        8       32      39       18
Kingussie  18      7        3        8       40      39       17
Kinlochshiel 18      6        4        8       43      42       16  
Kilmallie  18      3        2      13       28      49        8
Bute  18      0        5      13       11      49        5

Marine Harvest North Division 1  
                                    P    W       D        L        F       A       Pts
Lochaber  18    16        2        0       87      16       34
Skye  18    12        3        3       44      24       27
Caberfeidh 18      8        3        7       51      39       19
Beauly  18      9        1        8       40      40       19
Inverness  18      5        2      11       29      57       12
Lochcarron 18      4        3      11       24      50       11
Strathglass 18      1        2      15       23      72        4

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D       L        F       A       Pts      
Oban Camanachd 14     13       1        0       66      11        27
Glasgow MA 14     10       0        4       40      17        20
Glenorchy  14     10       0        4       31      18        20
Taynuilt  14      4        5        5       28      33        13
Oban Celtic 14      5        1        8       26      38        11
Strachur  14      3        3        8       19      30         9  
Kilmory  14      3        2        9       23      43         8
Aberdour  14      2        0      12       11      54         4

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P      W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Newtonmore 18     14       1        3       76      20       29
Kinlochshiel 18       9       5        4       36      40       23
Skye  18     10       2        6       42      32       22
Glenurquhart 16      8        2        6       36      32       18
Fort William 18      8        0      10       33      36       16
Kingussie  18      5        6        7       42      45       16
Aberdeen Uni 18      6        3        9       37      39       15
Lovat  18      7        1      10       37      47       15
Glengarry  18      7        1      10       31      42       15
Lochaber  18      3        3      12       39      76         9

Marine Harvest South Division 2
  P       W      D       L        F       A      Pts
Lochside Rovers 18      17      0        1       98       27     34
Kyles Athletic 18      13      0        5       75       29     26
Ballachulish 18       9       4        5       39       30     22
Tayforth  18       9       1        8       49       48     19
Col Glen  18       7       3        8       41       52     17
Bute  18       7       2        9       47       47     16
Inveraray  18       6       3        9       46       52     15
Aberdour  18       5       2      11       35       64     12
Ardnamurchan 18       5       1      12       44       49     11
Glasgow MA 18       4       0      14       19       95      8
Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                   P      W       D       L        F        A      Pts
Beauly  18     15       2        1     102       21      32
Boleskine  18     12       3        3       73       40      27
Lochbroom 18     12       2        4       57       29      26
Kilmallie  18     10       3        5       73       41      23
Lochcarron 18      9        1        8       46       46      19
Caberfeidh 18      9        0        9       51       47      18
Strathspey 18      5        2      11       39       71      12
Lewis Camanachd 18      3        2      13       26       69       8
Strathglass 18      3        2      13       27       79       8
Inverness  18      3        1      14       20       71       7

Final Shinty League Tables 

Geo wins Top 
32 Trophy with
last black in 

Markie Dans ‘A’ still out on
top, but only by a point

POOL

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£750

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

G MacNeill
Bowmore, Islay

V Currie
Bowmore, Islay

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

Competition

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

LAST weekend’s results:
Scottish Amateur Cup,
3rd round - Dunoon
Athletic 2, Star Hearts 4; West
of Scotland Cup, 1st round
- Mauchine United 0, Oban
Saints 2; West of Scotland
Cup, 3rd round - Harmony
Row 0 Dunoon 4; Coronation
Cup, 1st round - Lochgilphead
Red Star v Millerston Thistle,
postponed; Premier Division
Two - Glencastle Sparta
3, Campbeltown Pupils 6;
Division 1A - Tarbert v East
Kilbride, postponed.

Premier Division Two - Camp-
beltown Pupils v Carlton YM;
Dunoon v Port OBU; Division
1A - Millbeg v Tarbert.
Division 1B - Kings Park
Rangers ‘B’ v Lochgilphead
Red Star. West of Scotland
Cup, 2nd round - Donaldsons
v Dunoon Athletic; Oban

ATHLETICS

                   P          Pts
Markie Dans ‘A’ 5            9
Lancaster ‘B’ 5            8
Cellar         5            8
Lochavullin           5            7
Lancaster ‘A’ 5            6
Lochnell       5            4    
Claredon      5            3
Kelvin          5            2
Gluepot       5            2
Markie Dans ‘B’ 5            1

FOOTBALL

Scottish Amateur 
results and fixtures

GOLF

LEAGUE leaders Markie Dans
‘A’ continued a rich vein of form  
last week when they travelled to
Connel to take on The Gluepot,
returning home with the victory
in what turned out to be a rather
comfortable night’s work for the
defending champions.

With two of the chasing pack
The Lancaster ‘A’ and The
Cellar colliding, the two points
could prove to be crucial come
the end of the season.

The Lancaster ‘A’ on the back
of two comprehensive victories
and with home advantage had
looked good value to sustain
their challenge. However it
was The Cellar who announced
themselves as serious title con-
tenders with the performance of
the season and now look like be-
ing the biggest threat to Markie
Dans’ crown.  The Cellar seem

and stature after capturing last
season’s Oban Filling Station
(OFS) Cup.

The Lancaster ‘B’ and The
Lochavullin might dispute the
claim, both remain in touch with
the leaders after overturning

The Claredon respectively.  It

something to cheer about as
far as the league is concerned.  
Following on from the previous
week’s cup success their quest
to avoid the wooden spoon is
underway, albeit with the aid
of a solitary point against draw
specialists The Lochnell.

Results: Lancaster ‘A’  3,  Cel-
lar 7; Claredon  4 Lochavullin

6; Markie Dans ‘B’  5, Lochnell
5; Kelvin  4, Lancaster ‘B’ 6;
Gluepot  3 Markie Dans ‘A’ 7

-
lin v Gluepot; Markie Dans ‘A’
v Lancaster ‘A’; Lochnell v The
Cellar; Lancaster ‘B’ v The
Claredon; Kelvin v Markie Dans
‘B’

                                 

Last Saturday saw Oban’s elite
pool players compete at long last
for the coveted Top Thirty Two
singles trophy.

Due to circumstances outwith
the committee’s control the com-
petition had been postponed, as it
should have been the concluding
event of last season.  

Nonetheless spectators at the
Lancaster Hotel were treated to

horns throughout the afternoon
in a straight forward race to
three knock-out.

progressing through to the last
eight, mistakes from there on in
were always going to come at a

saw Jim Muir quickly depart the
competition at the hands of the
impressive Geo Adam, and with

and Gordon McKenzie contest-
ing another, The Cellar were
guaranteed two players in the

Gordon his loose control of the
cue ball sealed his fate, handing
Colin the match after battling to
force a deciding frame.

for most of the day George
‘Podgy’ Johnstone’s consistency

in the quarters game of attrition.
-

fending champion Barry Clark

improving Paul Kersley, clawing

a dogged performance.

man to defend the title, a much
more polished performance saw

semi saw the in-form Geo Adam
book his place, although ‘Podgy’
Johnstone can take heart from a
spirited performance.

right down to the black ball in
the deciding frame. Ultimately
there can only be one winner and
on this occasion Geo Adam will
be the new name on the trophy.
Although Barry nearly became

the competition’s history, there
was a sense of inevitability that
Geo would get his hands on the
trophy that had eluded him for
the last couple of years.

Tobermory Golf Club annual prizegiving took place in the clubhouse on Saturday, November 17. Our photograph shows the trophy 
winners with, seated front row left to right: Captain John Wilshire and Eilidh Wilshire, who presented the winners with the various 

cups and shields. Also taking place that evening was the 100 club draw and the £500 winner was Kath Campbell, £100 Derek 
MacAdam, £100 Jim Fenoulhet, all from Tobermory. The £50 sweep was won by Ewan MacCrone. Result of the nine-hole Hangover 

Trophy - 1 John Wilshire 16 points; 2 Ross Kirsop 16 points; 3 Gordon Chalmers 16 points.

The Lochgilphead Golf Club competition winners at the annual prize 
winning ceremony. 

Lochgilphead Golf Club
hand out the prizes
LOCHGILPHEAD Golf Club held its an-
nual prize giving ceremony last Saturday
evening with 45 members and guests being
wined and dined before dancing the night
away to the Ryan McGlynn Ceilidh Band.

Captain Stewart Litster welcomed
everyone to the club and invited his lovely
wife, Norma, to present the trophies to the
gathered winners.

Tribute
He also paid tribute to Colin Penman

and Stuart Watson who whilst not winning

season, have become valued players with
the club.

Golfers won a host of awards throughout
2012.

David Litster: Marie Curie Trophy, RNLI Medal,
Macaulay Cup, Nett Champions Trophy and MacKenzie
Cup, which was won with P.Sinclair. Ryan McGlynn:
Nicholas Ciarella Memorial Trophy, July Trophy, Ann
Williams Shield and Open Trophy. Simon Taylor:
Sargent Cancer Trophy. Jimmy Litster: Centenary Cup,
Charity Cup, Burgh Cup and Club Championship Tro-

phy. Kenny Crawford: Help For Heroes Trophy. Roddy
MacDonald: Captain Champion Trophy. David Litster:

MacAulay: Jubilee Plate and Downhill Trophy. Stewart
Litster: August Trophy.

Tom Campbell won the award for best suggestion at
an open meeting with Andrew Kennedy winning best
dancer of the evening award.

SPORTS Hall Athletics will once
again be promoted in Argyll this

-
tion for the Mull and Morvern
area being held at Tobermory
High School this Saturday, 24th
November.

Saturday’s competition is the

in Argyll this winter and is pro-
moted jointly by Argyll & Bute
Local Athletics Partnership and

from the area competitions will
be invited to take part in the
Argyll Sports Hall Athletics

-
ruary 2013 at Atlantis Leisure in
Oban with successful athletes
from the Campbeltown, Oban,
Lochgilphead and Mull contests
taking part.  

is at Lochgilphead on Sunday,
2nd December followed on
Saturday, 15th December by the
Oban event at Atlantis Leisure.
The Kintyre contest will take
place at Campbeltown Grammar
School at the end of January or
early February 2013.  

Youngsters are reminded

that the Tobermory contest on
Saturday starts at 10.30am for
the Under 7, Under 9 and Under
11 age groups with entries taken
from 10am. The Under 13, Under
15 and Under 17s start at 2pm
with entries from 1.30pm.  There
will be awards for 1st, 2nd and
3rd overall in each age category
and an overall trophy for the best
primary school. Age is taken as
on the 1st September 2012 and
an entry fee of £2 per competitor
will be levied.

The organisers introduced an
Under 7 category at Mull for the

apply again but there will be less
events for this age group. Instead
of the normal 7 events the under
7 boys and girls will compete in
5 events. There will be no under
7 competition at the Argyll Final
as Mull is the only venue where
under 7s will take part.

Successful athletes will qualify
to compete in the Argyll Final
to be held at Atlantis Leisure
in Oban on the 23rd February
2013.

Sports Hall Athletics in Argyll

THE Competitions Review
Group met last week to collate
and discuss the responses and
suggestions received from the
questionnaire circulated in early
October.  Nearly 60 responses
were received and a sum-

recommendations will now be
put to the Board of Directors for
consideration.

Following this, initial
proposals/options will be
circulated to members for
further consultation before the
end of November.

The Season Review meeting
to be held on Saturday,
December 1 will provide an
important forum for discussion
of these proposals, although
members will also have the
opportunity to comment online
and in writing.

Final proposals will be
presented at the General
Meeting of the Association on
Friday, February 1, 2013.

The Camanachd Association
would like to thank those
individuals and clubs who
responded to the questionnaire.

Update on 
Competitions
Structure Review

SHINTY

ISLAY Golf Club Winter
League Week 3 - 1 Neil John-
ston 43pts; 2 Neil Carmichael
34pts; 3 Iain MacCuaig 33pts.
Css 72

GOLF

Islay Golf Club

Cowal & Bute Ladies 
appeal for shinty coach

COWAL and Bute Ladies Camanachd,
better known as ‘The Cowgirls’ are looking
for a volunteer manager/coach for the start

retiring.
Please contact Lindsay Mitchell for further

details either on Facebook or by email to
lindsaykeddie@hotmail.com.

WOMEN’S SHINTY

AN UNAVOIDABLE crash in CEV Moto3 season in Valencia
saw the Connel teenager taken

from the track unconscious.
The 18 year old had ambitions

championship but these were

Sissis fell directly in his path.
With nowhere else to go, John

himself out in the process.
After undergoing tests in

the medical centre, John was
allowed to return to the KRP
team’s motorhome with a sore
head but no recollection of the
incident.

Podium
The riders, who two laps

earlier had been contesting the
lead, were third and fourth at the
time with McPhee looking likely
to make the podium and realise
his top three goal.

Instead he was bumped down
the standings from fourth to

-
ers Philipp Ottl and Marcos
Ramirez who crossed the line in
fourth and 11th.

A large Oban and Lorn con-
tingent had travelled to Valencia
to see the race, the last of the
season, before John joins Racing

Moto3 World Championship.John McPhee - taken from the track unconscious.

MOTORCYCLING

Connel youngster crashes out during
last Moto3 race of the season in Valencia
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

GOLF

LAST weekend’s results: Scot-
tish Cup, 3rd round - Antonine 
v Under 13s, postponed. League 
games - Milngavie 3, Under 14s 
10. On target for Saints were Jay 
Cooper (4), Lomond MacPher-
son (3), and Arik MacKechnie 
(3). Under 15s 0, Clydebank 4; 
Under 16s 1, Allander 2. Saints 
scorer was Stewart Twort. 
Regional Cup - St Conval’s 2, 
Under 17s 3. Scoring for Saints 
were Aidan Campbell, Shaun 
McIvor and Donald MacCallum

-
tish Cup, 4th round - Riverside 
v Under 13s; Regional Cup 
- Rossvale v Under 14s. League 
- FC Thistle v Under 15s; Under 
16s no game.     

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 7C to 11ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, November 22, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  00.40 2.8 06.35 1.6 13.29      3.3        19.24     1.7  
Fri  02.03 2.9 07.53 1.6 14.28 3.3         20.31    1.7
Sat  02.50 3.1 08.59 1.5 15.12      3.5        21.20      1.6
Sun  03.24 3.3 09.50 1.4 15.48      3.6        22.00     1.5
Mon  03.58 3.5 10.33 1.4 16.22 3.7 22.35      1.3
Tues  04.33 3.7 11.11 1.3 16.56 3.8 23.10     1.2
Wed  05.08 3.8 11.46 1.3 17.31 3.9 23.46      1.*
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7

8

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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INDOOR FOOTBALL
Over 35s League 

Saints march on in 
West of Scotland 
Cup with impressive
away win in Ayrshire

FOOTBALL

‘As soon as we saw the pitch we knew
we would be in for a tough game’

West of Scotland Cup
1st Round

Mauchline United 0
Oban Saints 2

SAINTS made the long trip to 
Ayrshire to take on Mauchline 

West of Scotland Cup and it was 
a happy Oban contingent that 
travelled back up the road with 
a hard-fought 2-0 win under 
their belts.

The Oban side were hit by 
three late call-offs - Mattie 
Rippon, Craig MacEwan and 
Chris Graham all had to pull 
out for various reasons, so the 
club would like to thank Daniel 
Cameron for stepping in at the 
last minute.

Thankfully the club have a big 
pool of players, but with Asen 
Gaydardzhiev still on holiday 
in Bulgaria, Jamie Graham 
recovering from an ankle 
operation and Marc MacCallum 
suspended the resources were 
stretched a bit. However, a 
strong 14-man squad made the 
trip to Mauchline for the game.

Culture shock
The pitch at the Ayrshire town 

was a bit of a culture shock for 
the Oban boys as it lay on a dis-
tinct slope and one of the lads 
remarked after the game that it 
was like playing on the side of 
Ben Nevis.

chance in the 4th minute, but 
keeper Daniel Cassells saved 
low down from a Josh Muir 
shot.

The visitors came storming 
back and created a good chance 
when Donald Campbell squared 
the ball for Eddie Swift, but 
Swifty’s effort sailed over the 
bar.

Eddie had another great op-
portunity in the 14th minute 
when Myles McAuley played 
him through the middle one-
on-one with the keeper, but he 
delayed too long and Mark Hig-
gins managed to knock the ball 
away for a corner and a good 
chance was missed.

Left hand post
However, the Oban side opened 

the scoring two minutes later 

great free kick to Donald Camp-
bell. Donnie brought the ball 
down, cut inside his marker and 

left hand post and into the net.
Saints were playing some 

good stuff on a heavy pitch and 

created a chance when Donald 
Campbell and Ross Maitland 
combined to set up Myles 

effort went over the the bar.
The Oban lads were control-

ling the game, but United looked 
dangerous on the break with 
Josh Muir proving a handful for 
the Saints defence and he came 

drill the ball home to make the 
score 2-0.

Both teams can take credit for 
playing some good football on 
a tricky surface. There was no 
further scoring with Saints good 
value for their 2-0 lead.

It was the home team who 
started the second half on top, 

back line a hard nut to crack as 

giving nothing away, although 
keeper Daniel Cassells made a 
brilliant save in the 56th minute 
touching a Josh Muir effort on 
to the crossbar and out for a 
corner.

the home side who were pushing 
forward looking to get back into 
the match, but the visitors were 
defending well and Daniel Cas-
sells was dealing with any high 

The visitors were awarded a 
free kick some 30 yards out and 
United keeper Mark Higgins 
made a great save touching Wil-
lie Gemmell’s pile-driver over 
the bar.

Worked hard
Saints took off Eddie Swift, 

who had worked hard all after-
noon, replacing him with Lewis 
Cameron in attack as they tried 
to put the home defence under 
pressure

The home side were pushing 
more men forward as the clock 
ran down, but Saints manager 
Iain Jackson countered this by 
putting on new signing Daniel 
Cameron in place of Ross 

the back. He also introduced PJ 
Sinclair to take over from Alan 
Miller on the right hand side of 

Both teams battled away for 
the remaining minutes, but there 
was no further scoring and an 

from Saints was good enough 
to get the Oban side through a 
tough game against a resolute 

Saints had one supporter at the 
match, former Dunbeg FC team 
manager Iain ‘Tanno’ MacDon-
ald, who now lives near Irvine.

Slope
Manager Iain Jackson said: 

‘As soon as we saw the pitch we 
knew we would be in for a tough 
game. It had a pronounced slope, 
the grass was a bit long and it 
was pretty heavy, but the lads 

us under pressure in the second 
half, but we defended well and 

round’. 
Saints continue on West of 

Scotland Cup duty this Saturday 
with a tough home tie against 
top Central Scottish League 

be played at Glencruitten with 
a 1.30pm kick-off. Referee in 
charge is Jimmy Litster from 
Lochgilphead. The game has to 

time and penalties, if required, 
will decide who takes on Pollok 
in the 3rd round. 

Oban Saints midfielder Myles 
McAuley.

Congratulating Drew Thomson, left, on his recent win at the British Judo Mas-
ters in Northern Ireland is his father, former coach and biggest supporter, Bill. 
Drew returned to competitive judo for the first time in around 20 years by at-
tending the veterans’ event at the end of September and was surprised to come 
back to Scotland with a gold medal. Now staying in Glenlyon, Drew formerly 
lived in Oban, where his proud father still resides. 

LATEST scores from the Indoor 
Over 35s League: Clements 5 
Spartak 1; Hydro 2, Sail Trim 
Coach 3; Teachers 4, West 
Coast Massive 6

close with a header in the 31st 
minute.

Ross Maitland and Donald 
Campbell worked a clever free 
kick between themselves in the 
26th minute, but Ross’s shot 
whistled past the post.

However, the visitors increased 
their lead in the 36th minute 
when Mauchline skipper Andy 
Cartner handled the ball in the 

who had a good game, no option 
but to point to the penalty spot. 
Donald Campbell stepped up to 

Women’s Camanachd AGM
THE Women’s Camanachd 
Association 2012 AGM will be 
held in the Nevis Centre, Fort 
William on Sunday at 1.30pm.

With this being the most 
important meeting of the year, 
the current committee would 
like to see as many people there 
as possible.

Each women’s club in the 
Marine Harvest National Divi-
sion 1, North Division 2 and 
South Division 2 should send 
representatives to the meeting.

The WCA would also like 

those involved or interested in 
the future and development of 

women’s shinty and anyone who 
feels that they can contribute to 
both the meeting and the 2013 
season.

It should be noted that  due to 
a change in work commitments, 
both the president and secretary 
positions on the committee are 
available for re-election.

Anyone who would like to 
request more information or a 
job description on either posts 
should email womens.shinty@
googlemail.com

The WCA committee would 
like to put forward the following 
proposals:

- That a development sub-com-

mittee should be established, to  
oversee the development camp, 
improve links between school, 
university and league shinty, 
and to increase participation in 
women’s shinty.

- That Skye Camanachd 
Ladies Shinty Club should 
play all league home games on 
Saturdays (for the 2013 season as 
a trial period).

- That the number of ‘free 
weekends’ which clubs are 
allowed, should be reduced to 
one (in line with the Camanachd 
Association).

WOMEN’S SHINTY

A RUGBY player who turned 
out for Mull in West Division 
3 at the start of this season has 

action in the game’s second tier 
with Kelso just three months on.

Scott MacColl, from Glen-
gorm, near Tobermory, was rec-
ommended to Kelso by a former 
player during a coaching session 

Scott MacColl playing for Heriot Watt University.

at Heriot Watt University, where 
Scott studies civil engineering 
and is the current university 
team captain.

Scott, who plays at number 
eight, said the step up to the 
National League was a chal-
lenge, but one challenge he is 
relishing.

The 21 year old told The Oban 

Times: ‘I had been playing with 
the Stewart’s Melville second 
team but I didn’t really feel I was 

so when Kelso asked me to train 
with them, I went for it.

‘The pace of the game at this 
level is a lot quicker than I’m 
used to but it has made me get 

up for.’
Scott insists the fact Kelso 

play in black and white – the 
same colours as his native Mull 
– was purely coincidental but he 
has been receiving great support 
from his old team.

‘People on Mull have been 
pleased for me and are keeping 
in touch about how their games 
are going.

‘A few of the Mull boys came 
to watch me play a cup match in 
Selkirk, as it was the day before 
Scotland played New Zealand 

Edinburgh for that.’
Scotland captain Ross Ford is 

a former Kelso player but Scott 
says he has no ambitions to play 
professionally – yet.

‘I am just looking to get a 
regular game for Kelso just now 
and that may be my level but if 
the chance comes to play at a 
higher standard I would have to 
think about it.’

RUGBY

Mull rugby player steps up to 
National League with Kelso

A YOUNG Oban golfer has 

as one of the country’s most 
promising players after being 
included in a new Scotland 
Boys Squad.

Robert MacIntyre, who plays 
at Glencruitten Golf Club, is 
one of seven juniors included in 
the elite Performance Squad of 
the Scottish Golf Union.

This is incorporated within a 
new approach from the union, 
which will see four National 
Squads in place for the 2013 
season: a Men’s Performance 
and Men’s Transitional group, 
as well as a juniors Performance 
Squad and a Development 
Squad. 

Robert MacIntyre. t47bob01

Oban golfer in 
Scottish Golf Union 
Performance Squad

The boys’ Performance 
Squad includes Scottish Youths 
Champion Ewan Scott (St. 
Andrews) and Great Britain and 
Ireland Boys cap Bradley Neil 
(Blairgowrie).

Scottish Golf Performance 
Manager Steve Paulding, 
who came into his role three 
years ago from a background 
in cycling and athletics, said: 
‘All the players in the National 
Squads deserve their place 
thanks to their progression and 
performances to date. What 
I now require from each of 
them is more hard work and 
commitment.

‘Most people would say you 
can’t afford to run big squads, 
because if you run big squads 
you’ve got to dilute what you 
do.’
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ONE OF the West Highlands’ 
most active green organisations 
could face legal proceedings 
over the appointment of a new 

The Oban Times
can reveal.

Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG) chose Kendra 
Turnbull after holding interviews 
for the post in Fort William on 
November 3.

But two unsuccessful candi-
dates, Strontian husband and 
wife Robert and Justine Dunn 
claim they were unfairly denied 
the job.

The aggrieved couple say they 
put in hundreds of unpaid hours 
compiling a complex bid for 
LEG to continue the Lochaber 
Initiative on Fuel and Energy 
(LIFE) project for a further 30 
months.

The application for £115,131  of 
Climate Challenge Fund (CCF)
cash got the green light from 
Keep Scotland Beautiful (KSB) 
on August 21.

The bid was largely based on 
the previous LIFE scheme Mr 
and Mrs Dunn ran for 12 months 
to March 31 on a jobshare, self-
employed basis.

Along with trained local 
volunteers, the couple advised 
and supported Lochaber house-
holders and schools on cutting 
energy bills, fuel consumption 
and carbon emissions.

Positive feedback from local 
people, head teachers and 16 
Lochaber community councils 
formed a crucial part of the bid 
documentation.

A letter from then LEG chair-
man Bill Barber recommending 

OLYMPIC rowing gold 
medallist Katherine Grainger 
MBE will deliver the latest 
of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh’s public lectures 
in Lochaber High School on 
Tuesday December 11 at 7pm.

Glasgow-born Katherine 
has won six rowing World 
Championships, three silver 
Olympic medals and a gold 
medal at the 2012 London 
Olympic Games. She will talk 
on the challenges she has faced 
along with her successes over 
the past 12 years. To book a seat 
at the free event call the RSE 
events team on 0131 240 2780.

on Monday morning after torrential rain deluged 
the West Highlands.

Properties below the road up to the train station 
came close to being inundated but the rain stopped 
just in time.

David and Liz MacFarlane’s home was one of 
those worst affected with water a foot deep in their 
garage.

Mr MacFarlane told The Oban Times: ‘It started 

just before 9am – I don’t know where the water 
was coming from.

‘It was pouring down a bank and ran along the 
road and into my garden, which is the lowest point 
of the road. It came up really quickly but then the 
rain stopped and it was gone after an hour and a 
half. I thought I would be spending the day baling 
out. The council boys were very good out the front 
– they did their bit with the drains. But this was 

A DUNVEGAN woman had 
a lucky escape on Saturday 
afternoon after her car crashed 
off the A863 road during a freak 
hailstorm.

Around an inch of slush and 
hail had made road conditions 
between Drynoch and Gesto 
treacherous. First on the scene 
was Portree man Billy Duncan 
who reported the woman was 
uninjured, though badly shaken. 

Mr Duncan gave the lady, a 
B&B owner, a lift back to her 
home. He told The Oban Times:
‘The lady was shaking. She 
came round the bend and slid on 
the hailstones. The whole road 
was covered.’ 

FORT William FC may be 
languishing at the bottom of 
the Highland League, but this 
weekend they will become the 
focus of international attention. 

Joachim Barbier, a football 
writer at Paris-based sports 
magazine So Foot, is travelling 
to Lochaber for a two-day visit 
to write an extensive article on 
the club.

Mr Barbier is due to arrive 
in Fort William on Friday 
with a photographer and will 
meet some of the players in the 
evening before covering their 

LOCHABER Rotary Club and Fort 
William Pubwatch have teamed up to 

the town.

electric shock following cardiac arrest 
and is particularly valuable in rural 
areas. The Rotary is providing around 
£400 of funding for the scheme.

in the Alexandra Hotel and dedicated 
to the late Dr Gavin Brown of the 
Belford Hospital, who set up the local 
Heartsmart Club to support people with 
heart problems. 

Rotary president Sheana Fraser said: 
‘Research shows that every minute that 

the chances of survival and we strongly 
support this initiative to strategically 

area.’

Robert Dunn: rejected for job 
10_f47renew01

David MacFarlane battles the floods during Monday’s deluge. 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

to KSB that Dunns’ employment 
be continued, should the bid be 
approved, was also included.

He wrote: ‘…We see the 
[LIFE] project as a continua-

for the project – if successful.’
However, KSB recommended 

a formal interview process to en-
sure openness and transparency. 
Five candidates were shortlisted, 
including the Dunns and Ms 
Turnbull.

The interview panel, compris-
ing LEG secretary Anne Nelson, 
director Colin Linthwaite and 
new chairman, retired police-
man Steve Pimborough, placed 
Justine second and Robert last 
after what the Dunns described 
as ‘hostile’ process during 
which, they claimed, questions 
posed bore little relation to the 

The couple immediately raised 

a complaint with the LEG direc-
tor responsible for monitoring 
the interview process, but 
received no response.

The Dunns contacted lawyers 
on Tuesday to pursue a possible 
claim against LEG for ‘mental 
anguish’ and loss of earnings.

They say they have been living 
on savings while working un-
paid for LEG, which is based at 
An Drochaid in Claggan, since 
March 31.

Recouping consultancy fees 
associated with preparing the 
CCF bid is also being considered 
while a third action, involving 
allegations made against the 
Dunns at the time of interview, 
could also be raised.  

Mr Dunn accepted the legal 
bid could fail, but was prepared 
to spend £200 ‘to give us peace 
of mind’.

He said: ‘We never asked 
a penny for our work from 
anybody. If LEG had told us they 
didn’t want us in March and to 
quietly disappear we would have 

-
ence and overall we feel betrayed 
and let down. But they have their 
£115,000 project.’

He added: ‘I know in effect we 
backed ourselves for the job and 
would reap the rewards of our 
labours – how wrong we were.’ 

Former LEG chairman Mr 
Barber said the legal moves 
were ‘a shame’ but Mr Dunn’s 
complaints should have been 
addressed.

‘It is far from satisfactory for 
LEG and particularly hard on 
the Dunns,’ he said. 

The Oban Times tried to con-
tact Mr Pimborough but a col-
league at the Lifestyles Project 
at An Drochaid said he was out 
of mobile range. 

The accident scene on the A863 near Drynoch on Saturday 
afternoon. Photograph by The Tartan Lens. 

game against Brora Rangers 
on Saturday. Fort committee 
member Davie MacDonald told 
The Oban Times
got in touch around two months 
ago. He said: ‘He found me on 
Facebook and sent me a message 
asking about coming over. Paris 
to Fort William seems like a 
long way to come for a story, but 
he seems to be a genuine football 
guy.’

The monthly magazine is on 
sale in a number of European 
countries including France, 
Belgium and Switzerland.

A LOCHABER community was 
stunned after an armed robbery left 
an elderly shopkeeper in hospital.

A man brandishing a knife en-
tered knitwear store Togs in Caol 
shopping centre before threatening 
and assaulting shop owner Jenny 
Markland.  

Mrs Markland, of Ballachulish, 
suffered a minor injury and was 
taken to Belford Hospital for treat-
ment.

Joyce Fraser of nearby hairdress-
ers Caol Cuts said Caol had been 
left ‘shocked’ by the incident last 
Thursday at 5.30pm.

She told The Oban Times: ‘I can’t 
believe it’s happened here. I don’t 
remember anything like this ever 
happening before.

‘It’s sad the knock-on effect that it’s 

had. We won’t be able to open late on 
Thursdays anymore. We normally 
only have one person working but I 
don’t know if that’s safe now.’

Police said the culprit was white, 
between 5ft 10in and 6ft tall, of large 
build and was wearing a dark blue 

dark beanie hat with a peak.
The man was last seen walking 

quickly or running in the Glenloy 
Street area.

A Northern Constabulary spokes-
person said: ‘Investigations are 
ongoing and we are still looking for 
information from the public which 
could resolve this incident.’

Fort William police can be 
contacted on 01397 702361 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555111.

Skye woman crashes in freak hailstorm

Paris to Fort William 
for football story

Battle looms 
over green 
group’s job 
appointment

Armed robber injures elderly 
Caol centre shopkeeper

Golden girl 
Katherine to 
deliver royal 
society lecture

Heart start machines 
for Fort William

ANGRY parents have forced 
Highland Council to clarify 
plans for the future of Fort 
William Primary School after 
fears it was set to close next 
summer.

Rumours had been circulating 
ahead of a hush-hush meeting on 
Tuesday night that the 25-pupil 
school would be shut down 
following the retirement of head 
teacher Sue Commander in 
June.

Fort William is scheduled for 
closure for 2015 and merged 
with Upper Achintore Primary 
in a new building on Lundavra 
Road.

Highland Council senior 

who arranged the closed-
doors meeting, met around 20 
concerned parents.

The Oban Times was asked to 
leave before proceedings began 
- despite strong protests from 
parents present.

Ms Young said the meeting 
was strictly for parents only and 
not for the public.

EXCLUSIVE
By RICHARD HADDOCK

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

One dad called the exclusion 
move ‘disgusting’, while a mum 
said: ‘This is our school, we 
should put this to a vote.’

Young said it had been agreed to 
start the search for a new head 
teacher after P1 enrolment in 
February.

Strongly denying early closure 
of the school had ever been on 
the cards, she told The Oban 
Times: ‘I don’t know where that 
came from, it was certainly not 
from the council. There was 
absolutely no suggestion of that.

‘We remain on track for 
amalgamation as per the 
timetable previously agreed with 
the parents.’

Bradley O’Neill, who has 
children at the school, told The 
Oban Times parents welcomed 
the search for a new head but 
maintained some concerns 
still remained. He said: ‘It’s a 
fantastic school and that’s why 
we are all so passionate about it. 
We were all very animated and 
I think she was a bit shocked by 
the turnout. Our only reservation 

watching closely from now on.’

Fort William 
parents defend 
their school

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Council clarifies plans

West Highland College UHI New Year start dates

Maritime Skills
Mon 11thFeb, 3 days x 19 weeks, Mallaig

Access to Further Education
End Jan, 3 days x 17 weeks, Fort William

WHC UHI is a company limited by guarantee (SC153921) with charitable status (SC024193)

Short courses in Fort William
Creative Writing starting Jan 16th

ESOL starting Dec

Call 01397 874246
www.whc.uhi.ac.uk
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A CHARITY set up by a Lochailort 
husband and wife has donated almost 
£23,000 to various good causes over the 
past year.

And Kirsty’s Kids is now looking for 

winter appeal target of £4,000.
The charity was set up by John Bryden 

and his wife Jan in memory of their 
daughter Kirsty who died in a car crash on 
the A830 Road to the Isles in 2010, aged 
20.

Mr Bryden raised well over £10,000 
last year by circumnavigating Great 
Britain on his motorbike and a number 
of other fundraising events have been 
held across the country, including ‘Come 

Dine With Me’ nights. Among the various 
causes the money raised has gone to are 
- £5,000 to Over the Wall summer camp 
for youngsters with serious illnesses; 
£5,500 to Children’s Hospice Association 
Scotland for specialist beds; £5,000 for 
a CHAS summer camp and £960 to 
Kilmaron Special School in Cupar for 
light and sound sensory equipment.

Donations
Mr Bryden said: ‘We would like to thank 

everyone for your continued support and 
ask that the donations keep coming in.

‘We are only as good as our volunteers 
fundraisers and those who donate time, 
money, sponsorship and equipment to help 
us on our fundraising events.’

New firm wins    
top award
AN ARISAIG-based business 
has scooped a top industry prize 
for its success since setting up 
earlier this year.

Fuze Ceremonies won the 
Glasgow Caledonian University 
award for new business with 
greatest community impact.

Anne Widdop and Victoria 
Bisland also received a £5,000 
cash prize at the Entrepreneurial 
Spark presentation in Glasgow. 
The company specialises in 
offering humanist ceremonies.

Rollover jackpot
A ROLLOVER jackpot of 
£200 is up for grabs in this 
weekend’s Fort William 
FC weekly lotto draw after 
no-one won the cash prize 
last week.

The lotto numbers last 
week were 05-06-09.

Lochaber Artistic Roller Skating Club celebrated 25 years with a spectacular show at the Nevis 
Centre in Fort William on Saturday night. ‘Silver Wheels’ saw youngsters and senior skaters from 
across the region strut their stuff for the delighted audience with a mix of individual and group 
performances. Club secretary Marjory Currie said: ‘I would like to thank the many businesses, 

individuals and committee members who contributed to our 25th anniversary show. The night was 
a great success and we gratefully appreciated the amount of support received on the night and 

over the past 25 years.’ Committee member Frieda Alexander said: ‘We are extremely proud of all 
the youngsters we have coached.’ 20_f47roller01

Award-winning 
writer Morvern 
bound
AWARD-winning author and 
poet Jackie Kay is to be the 

writer in residence in Morvern. 
Ms Kay will stay at the 

Ardtornish Estate Retreat, 
a partnership between the 
trust and the estate backed by 
top author Alexander Mc-
Call Smith. During her time in 
Morvern, Ms Kay will work on 
her novel Bystander and create 
a new piece of work exclusively 
for the trust.

Trust chief executive 

residency was ‘a world-class 
creative opportunity for writers 
of note’.

Ardtornish director Hugh 
Raven hoped Ms Kay would 

and peaceful place to write’.
Ms Kay, who was awarded 

an MBE in 2006, said she was 
looking forward to having 
time and space for ‘proper 
contemplation’.

Woodland crofting 
in seminar 
spotlight
HOW TO become a woodland 
crofter will be the focus of a 
Scottish Crofting Federation 
(SCF) seminar in the GALE 
Centre in Gairloch today.

A new website, www.
woodlandcrofts.org, will soon 
follow to explain the ethos of 
woodland crofting, as well as 
legal and practical considera-
tions. It will feature a Woodland 
Crofts Register of Interest to 
match up people wanting a 
woodland croft with those who 
have them available or plan to 
develop them. 

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise is funding the event, 
the latest in a series run by the 
Woodland Crofts Partnership 
comprising the SCF, the Com-
munity Woodlands Association 
and the Highlands Small 
Communities Housing Trust.

‘Legal high’ 
warning
FORT William police have 
warned of the possible dangers 
of using ‘legal highs’ – sub-
stances which produce similar 
effects to illegal drugs.

Legal highs, such as the 
recently banned mephedrone 
or ‘M-cat’, are new substances 
which are often not illegal be-
cause not enough research has 
been carried out to determine if 
they are dangerous.

Fort William community 

‘They have not been tested on 
humans and could cause all 
sorts of serious long-term and 
short-term health issues, even 

‘The risk is even greater if 
the legal high is combined with 
alcohol or with another type of 
drug.’

Craft and food 
festival
THE ROTARY Club of 
Lochaber is holding its 
annual craft and food 
festival in the Nevis Centre 
on Saturday from 10.30am.

Santa, his ‘little helpers’ 
Ellie MacLennan and 
Lea MacLennan and the 
Cairngorm Reindeer Team 
from Aviemore will arrive 
shortly after 11am.

The event will feature 
more than 60 craft and food 
stalls, club president Sheana 
Fraser said. Last year the 
festival attracted more than 
2,000 visitors.

Former hotel 
hosts new music 
gathering
A FORMER North Uist 
hotel is to host a new 
week-long music seminar 
in 2013.

‘Hebridean Tunes’ 
in Newton Lodge near 
Lochmaddy will run from 
March 11-16.

The Angus Nicolson Trio 
and BA Applied Music 
course students and staff 
from Lews Castle College 
in Benbecula will provide 
tuition.

The 1880s building near 
Lochmaddy was formerly 
the Newton House Hotel 
before being turned back 
into a private residence 
by Roger Wake in 1972. It 
is currently owned by his 
daughter. 

AN ARMY major in charge 
of a botched cadet training 
exercise on a South Uist loch, 
during which a 14-year-old girl 

Monday.
Major George McCallum had 

earlier pled guilty at Inverness 
Sheriff Court to health and 
safety failures in relation to the 
death of Kaylee McIntosh from 
Fyvie, Aberdeenshire, on Loch 
Carnan in 2007.

Sheriff William Taylor QC 
told the 52-year-old veteran he 
would have been given a higher 
penalty had it not been for his 
guilty plea. 

Kaylee died after being trapped 
under a capsized speedboat by a 
lifejacket designed for a soldier 
in full combat gear, which pre-
vented her from swimming free. 

The craft was also overloaded 
by two persons and no roll call 
was taken following the ac-
cident, the court heard.

Kaylee’s distraught parents 
Derek and Lesley McIntosh 

RURAL Affairs, Climate Change and Environ-
ment Committee MSPs toured Marine Harvest 
operations in Lochaber last weekend – on foot 
and by boat.

The parliamentarians viewed the new smolt 
production plant being built at Lochailort and the 
processing plant on Blar Mhor Industrial Estate.

site and Drimsallie Mill hatchery on Loch Arkaig, 
where Marine Harvest is working alongside the 
River Lochy Association to restore native River 
Lochy salmon and sea trout populations.

Fisheries
The committee is currently scrutinising the 

Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Bill, which 

Committee convener Rob Gibson said: 

employer in the Fort William area, whilst the 
wild angling sector attracts thousands of visitors 
to our rivers and their preservation is critical for 
our environment. 

‘This has been invaluable for the committee 
to see and will help inform their scrutiny of the 
Bill.’

ensure ‘outstanding criminal 
proceedings are now swiftly 
advanced against others cul-
pable in respect of Kaylee’s 
death’.                    

They said: ‘We would like to 
thank Sheriff Taylor for his kind 
words and for making us feel he 
is as outraged as us regarding 

what happened to Kaylee. No 
parent should have to endure 
what we have - the taking away 
of one so young and so dear for 
the very worst of reasons - that 
those she thought were there to 
provide for her safety, to look 
after her, to see her back to the 
warmth, love and safety of her 
home, could not be bothered 

taking numerous basic, yet fun-
damental, precautions any one of 
which, if taken, might have seen 
Kaylee still with us today.

‘We will never forget her, her 
warm smile, infectious laughter 
and the love she gave us. We 
think of her every minute of 
every day.’

Thompsons Solicitors, the 
family’s counsel, successfully 
sued the Ministry of Defence.   

Partner Glen Millar said the 
McIntosh family regard the 
matter of prosecutions arising 
from Kaylee’s death as ‘far from 
complete’. 

‘Major McCallum was but 
one of a number of individuals 
implicated in the Fatal Accident 

report of the Marine Accident 
Investigation Branch,’ he said.

‘I am now instructed to write 
to the Lord Advocate enquiring 
as to what progress, if any, there 
has been towards prosecution 
of other culpable parties in this 
most tragic of cases.’

Kaylee McIntosh: drowned on South Uist in 2007. 

Cadet death Army  

Jackie Kay: at Ardtornish.

Marine Harvest Glenfinnan site manager Sandy MacKinnon, MSP Rob Gibson and Marine 
Harvest business support manager Steve Bracken head down Loch Shiel. 

Family regard prosecutions ‘far from complete’

Club still rolling after 25 years

MSPs tour Marine Harvest operations

Charity hands out £23,000

CHRISTMAS AT CRINAN
Our Christmas Menu will be available from

1st December to 22nd December
Lunch or Dinner

The Christmas Menu will be served 
by candlelight either in the Seafood Bar, 

Westward Restaurant or Pub.
During this Period our Seafood Bar And Westward 

Restaurant Menus will be available as usual.

We can offer you a competitive rate for Bed & Breakfast 
over the festive season.

View our Christmas Menu online www.crinanhotel.com

www.gordonsdirect.com
16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

£7.99*
SAVE £11.96
HALLE EDT 50ML
RRP £19.95

£10.00
HALF PRICE
COSMETIC
TRAIN CASE
RRP £20.00

£5.79
SAVE £1.40
GILLETTE MACH 3 ESSENTIAL SET
RRP £7.19

£4.99
SAVE £1.51
DOVE PAMPER SET
RRP £6.50

£9.49*
SAVE £13.51
BEYONCE HEAT EDP 30ML 
RRP £23.00

£60.00
SAVE £40.00
PHILISHAVE AQUA TOUCH DUAL 
PRECISION PH 89017 
RRP £100

*   PRICES APPLY 19TH - 25TH NOV
WHILE STOCKS LAST
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NEWSDESKS
01397 703003

Battery Point, Pier Road, Tarbert, Argyll PA29 6UF
Tel/Fax  01880 821 136   Mobile  07786 390 668

Prentice Seafoods

Suppliers of Live Shellfish to Trade and Public.
Selling Locally Caught

Lobster, Crab, Prawns, Squat Lobsters,
Scallops, Oysters, Mussels etc

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm

Clear Vision in Retirement 
By John Wallace
With the prospect of thirty or forty years of life left to enjoy 
retirement clear healthy eyesight is very important. With 
many retirees being as active in their retirement as they 
were when working vision correction solutions must take 
your lifestyle into account. 
Perhaps you would be better with varifocals for general use 
and a separate pair of glasses purpose designed for your 
particular leisure activity. Contact lenses might be a better 
alternative if you participate in outdoor sports. Whatever 
your vision requirements Wallace Optometrists can offer 
you a fully customised solution. 
As important as seeing clearly, is maintaining healthy 
eyes. Anyone resident in Scotland and age sixty or over, is 
entitled to free regular eye examinations courtesy of NHS 
Scotland. Not only will you have your vision checked but 
you will also receive a thorough check of the health of your 
eyes. Wallace Optometrists use the very latest Optomap™ 
digital imaging system to see up to twenty times more of 
the back of your eyes compared to the standard systems 
used by virtually every other practice in Scotland. You can 
also have the very latest digital spectacle lenses from 

you need glasses.
Wallace Optometrists

for people who really care about eyes.

Housing hope 
springs from 
Dunbeg plan
‘Desperate’ housing situation 
will be tackled, says councillor

Councillors Iain MacDonald and Elaine Robertson, right, survey the Dunbeg housing site with West Highland Housing Association 
chairman Murray Sim and chief executive Lesley McInnes. 16_t47site03

Major roadworks underway 
throughout Oban town centre

Thieves target 
power tools 
throughout Lorn

Ella exits X Factor

Indecent images Overnight
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THREE highly talented solo singers headlined last 
Saturday’s winter ceilidh in Taynuilt.

-
cups arose with the accompanying music.

and Roy Wood. 
-

-

McPhail. 

Former Connel flyer killed in 
Thailand microlight crash

the town.

Maclellan in the toilets with 

the other male that they would 

drug search.

have an item in his hand. Police 
recovered the item which was that he had. 

anyone else.’

Oban cocaine dealer had more than £800 party ‘gift’

New hi-tech 
equipment for 
Lochwatch 
and night vision cameras 

Lochwatch scheme as it 

assist with searches on Loch 

The scheme was set up 

The thermal imaging 
camera and night vision 
cameras cost a discounted 

scheme. The remainder 

Lochwatch volunteer 

the police and coastguard 

High-flying ballerina Isabella during last Friday’s Winter Wonderland production by Ballet West hopes to be on top of the world at the Genée 
International Ballet Competition next month. Photograph by Stephen Lawson.

houses outdoor clothing store 
Wilderness.

and wholesalers.

Pier safety

also raised although planners said 

Wetherspoon opening in the town. 
They state Wetherspoon’s arrival 

would create competition and 

the scenic location.

Glass charge 
woman in 
custody

throwing a glass at a man’s 

will appear again on 

Council
leader 
calls for 
A83 action

14-year-old had 
drugs at school

-

premises.

Strathclyde Police was used in 

on school property. 

that day in drugs raids through-
out the town.

with partner agencies to ensure 

contacted Strathclyde Police 
who investigated the situation. 

Dog unit

the same day a police dog unit 

attend at the school and senior 

and the incident involving the 
pupil.’

is one step closer to achieving her 

international competition.

West’s Winter Wonderland last 

a natural progression and a great 

long time.

so she has had some good advice 

The young dancer has also 

West’s senior principal dancers 

her home schooled to allow her to 

The two Ballet West girls will 

Send your news from Oban and Lorn 
to Euan Paterson 

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

another landslide.

cancellations on Monday meant 

Agreement
The Oban Times

reported a diversion route on 

Transport Scotland then 
announced a legal agreement 

landowner at the Rest to allow 

Saying the landslides 

not happened. 

hits the area. 

is closed.’
Solution

must ensure there is a permanent 

Transport Scotland said 

ARGYLL ANIMAL AID
Unit 5B Ben Nevis Estate, Fort William PH33 6PR

01397 703877 (24 hours)

MOTOR SERVICES

ROFTC
Service & Parts

Service maintenance on all vehicles

Vauxhall Warranty

24 hour breakdown & Recovery Service

Get your winter 
checks here

REGISTERED CHARITY SC013211

Dog enquiries please phone Jean on 01631 566406
Cat enquiries please phone Pat on 01852 300362

CATS  AND DOGS LOOKING FOR HOMES
MOLLY  LITTLE CAT HAMISH

MILLIE MINTY LEO

OLLIE TOM MOLLY (2)

SANDY MAC BUFFY

Very sweet little girl. Is spayed. Nice girl. Not used to dogs or children. Sweet little boy. Will be neutered before rehoming.

Very friendly girl. Is spayed. Nice girl. Looking for a lap to sit on. Very friendly boy. Must go with Ollie.

Very friendly boy. Must go with Leo. Neutered boy. Not used to children or dogs. Nice girl. Not used to children or dogs.

Nice and friendly. 9 years old Kelpie boy. Friendly and lively. 9 month old lab cross. Friendly 4 year old boy. Is neutered.
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Fort youngsters
win at Wick

YOUTH FOOTBALL

FOOTBALL

Heavy rain greets 
Druim Fada 
race runners

Kilmallie forget their relegation 
woes at club presentation night

SHINTY

Club president Hugh MacIntyre 
presents player of the year Alan 

Macdonald with his trophy. 
20_f47kilmallie03

KILMALLIE are lining up 
former Scotland boss Duncan 
Kelly as their new manager 
after Peter Jackson and Lachie 
Innes stood down from the role.

Kelly, 55, has been refereeing 
for the past two seasons but 
has now decided to hang up his 
whistle. His last managerial 
job was as assistant to Ally 
Ferguson at Lochaber Cama-
nachd, and he may be tempted 
to return to the touchline with 
the Caol club in Marine Harvest 
north division one.

The third member of Kilmal-
lie’s management team from 
last season, John Morrison, has 

season.
Kilmallie plan to announce 

the new man at the helm at their 
annual general meeting at the 
end of January.

ACHINTORE FC have moved 

indoor football league after 
winning the top of the table 
clash with Lochaber Leisure 
at the Nevis Centre on Sunday 
night.

Unbeaten Achintore moved 
two points clear after the 3-1 
win, while Goon Squad remain 
third after a 6-3 victory over 
Portowcy.

Ballachulish’s 4-1 win against 
Caol saw them stay close behind 
in fourth.

down 4-1 to Old Codgers, while 
HWEnergy No Stars and All 
Blacks played out a 3-3 draw.

FORT William under 17s 
continued their good recent 
form with a 4-1 win away to 
Wick Academy.

Wick started the match better, 
but Fort took the lead against 
the run of play. A Lewis Mor-

save from the Wick keeper only 
for striker Aellean MacLellan to 
tap the ball in.

But on the half hour mark 
the home side got a deserved 
equaliser to send the sides into 
the break at 1-1.

Within 60 seconds of the 
restart Fort had retaken the lead 

Wick were becoming increas-
ingly frustrated and had a man 
sent off for constant dissent on 
55 minutes.

Fort controlled the game and 
began to dominate, with further 
goals from Morrison and Clark 

handed out trophies to competi-
tion winners from throughout 
the year at the annual dinner 
dance recently. 

The gents singles champion at 
the Inverlochy club was Innes 
Woods, while the trophy for 
ladies singles champion went to 
Agnes Boyle.

Trophy winners:  President’s Prize – E 
Kennedy, D Mackenzie; Adam Robertson 
memorial (ladies singles) – A Boyle; Stewart 
memorial (singles championship) – I Woods; I 
Cameron nominated pairs – H Ross, E Downs; 

– A Boyle; Plinth – B O’Shaughnessy, R 
Strangeways; Gents singles (open) – I Woods; 
Plinth – H Ross, R Strangeways.

D Gillies nominated triples – G Kane, 
D MacKenzie, I Woods; Millie’s memorial 
nominated triples – M Fletcher, A Lawrie, K 
Brannigan; D Matheson nominated pairs – A 
Boyle, K MacInnes.

Dochie MacIntyre balloted pairs open – R 
Hunter, K Brannigan; Plinth – R Strangeways, 
K Brannigan; MacKleeners balloted pairs 
– A MacDonald, E Downs; Brain Hamilton 
memorial pairs – A Thain, A Lawrie; James 
Fitzsimmons nominated pairs – K MacInnes, 
J Miller; Willie Duff memorial trophy – G 
Hamilton, W Clark, E Kennedy; Plinth – M 
Keenan.

the heavy rain for Lochaber 
Athletic Club’s Druim Fada race 
on Sunday.

The 10km route – from Loch 
Eil Outward Bound Centre 
to Annat Farm near Corpach 
- was very wet and muddy with 
several of the runners coming 
in covered from head to toe in 
mud.

in second place in a time of 47 

Manny Gorman of Westies 
Running Club.

Jon Gay, of LAC, was third in 
50 minutes 4 seconds.

LAC’s Amanda Blackhall was 

Forster third.
The male over 50 race was 

Johnny Banks was the fastest in 
the male veteran 60s in 1 hour 4 
minutes and 15 seconds.

The female veteran 50s race 
was won by Teresa McKay 1 

while the only female vet 60s 
of the day Elma Murdoch came 
home in a respectable 1 hour 30 

TWO former Fort William 
FC players are to return to 
Highland League football 
after a 10-month sojourn in 
Australia – with Inverness club 
Clachnacuddin.

Cousins Sean and Michael 
Ellis left Lochaber to join 
Melbourne-based club Cobram 
Tigers in February and had 
agreed a deal with Clach before 
even arriving back in Fort 
William.

Fort manager Danny Conlon 
said he was ‘a bit disappointed’ 
the pair had decided not to 
rejoin the Claggan side, despite 
them spending much of their 
youth careers at the club.

FORT William manager Danny 
Conlon is hoping last weekend’s 
rousing comeback against Buck-
ie Thistle can provide a platform 
for the rest of the season.

Conlon saw his side twice 
come from behind to grab a 
3-3 draw and pick up only their 
second point of the season.

The Fort team was strength-

Sean Grant and Danny MacIn-

appearances of the season.
Conlon told The Oban Times: 

‘It meant I was able to freshen up 
the squad a bit. Danny and Sean 
gave us a bit more energy and a 

both full of running and have a 
wee bit of pace.

‘Having a few more players 
means we can dictate circum-

KILMALLIE shinty players and 
club members put last season’s 
relegation woes behind them to 
enjoy a night of celebration at the 
annual prizegiving and dinner 
dance on Saturday night.

Kilmallie’s second year in 
the Orion Group Premiership 

ended with them in ninth place 
and relegated back to north divi-
sion one.

But the crowd of around 100 
people who gathered in Caol 
Community Centre didn’t let 
that cloud their fun as the club 
honoured the most impressive 
individual performers from the 
year. 

Full back Alan Macdonald was 
named as club player of the year 

MacIssac took the top prize for 
the second team.

A strong youth section gives 
hope for the future of the club, 
with Kilmallie under 17s recently 
winning the national shinty 

REPORT BY 
RICHARD HADDOCK

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

‘It was a great night, everyone 
really enjoyed themsleves’

Captain Frankie Innes was 
named as the under 17 player of 
the year, with Jordan MacPhee 
given the trophy for most im-
proved.

The under 14s side have also 
had an impressive year, with 
Donald MacIntyre their player 
of the year. Shane Gillies was 
awarded the most improved U14 
player of the year.

Club committee member 
Linda Campbell told The Oban 
Times: ‘It was a great night, a 
great success. Everyone really 
enjoyed themselves.’

After the prizes were handed 
out, Archie MacPherson gave 

light-hearted honours. The 
‘winners’ of the awards - includ-
ing worst dressed and worst hair 
– produced roars of laughter 
from the hall.

For the second year in a row, 
Michael Rodger was named 
worst trainer at the club while 
John Stewart and Martin Gra-

ham shared the award for best 
trainer.

Meanwhile, co-managers 
Peter Jackson and Lachie Innes 
told The Oban Times they plan 
to play a big role in the future 
of the club after stepping down 
from their positions.

The pair said although they 
would not be in charge of the 

remain strongly connected to the 

Peter said: ‘I’m certainly not 
leaving the club. I’d like to think 
the two of us will be there most 
Saturdays in some capacity.

Lachie added: ‘I’ve been 

years, so I’ve got no intention of 
walking away.’

The trophy winners from Kilmallie Shinty Club’s annual prize giving ceremony on Saturday night.  20_f47kilmallie01

Members of the Kilmallie under 17s team who won the recent national shinty sixes competition in 
Oban.  20_f47kilmallie04

Outgoing managers Peter 
Jackson (left) and Lachie Innes 
said they plan to stay involved 

with the club.  20_f47kilmallie02

ATHLETICS

Former players 
snub Fort to join 
Inverness Clach

Captain Andy Martin helped 
Fort gain a point with a 77th

minute strike. 20_f47fort01

stances a bit more, rather than 
always having it dictated to us 
by who is available.’

and most onlookers would have 
anticipated an 11th

games for Conlon’s men. But a 
goal from Davie Forbes just be-
fore half time gave the Lochaber 
side hope.

Fort were denied what ap-
peared to be a certain penalty 
when Grant was fouled in the 

level when captain Andy Martin 
scored with 13 minutes left.

Buckie immediately retook the 

and young forward Iain Maclel-
lan slammed home a shot from 
14 yards in the 91st minute to 
secure the draw.

Conlon said: ‘We were a bit 

but in the second half we grew in 

have nicked the win late on.
‘We showed great character to 

‘Gary Farquhar made a big 
contribution, but so did all the 
players.’

Fort are due to host much-fan-
cied Brora Rangers at Claggan 
this Saturday, but the game may 
be switched if the Fort pitch is 
unplayable.

game, wherever it goes ahead,’ 
Conlon said. ‘They are on a bit 
of a run themselves, and are four 

FOOTBALL

Brave Fort fight back twice to gain 
hard-fought draw against Buckie

Kelly being lined 
up for vacant 
manager’s job

Duncan Kelly: set for Kilmallie 
job? 20_f47kilmallie05

SHINTY

BOWLING

Bowling club hand 
out the prizes

INDOOR FOOTBALL

Achintore win top 
of the table clash

Weather
Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 7C to 11ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

Weekend Cloudy
Outlook Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, November 22, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  00.40 2.8 06.35 1.6 13.29      3.3        19.24     1.7  
Fri  02.03 2.9 07.53 1.6 14.28 3.3         20.31    1.7
Sat  02.50 3.1 08.59 1.5 15.12      3.5        21.20      1.6
Sun  03.24 3.3 09.50 1.4 15.48      3.6        22.00     1.5
Mon  03.58 3.5 10.33 1.4 16.22 3.7 22.35      1.3
Tues  04.33 3.7 11.11 1.3 16.56 3.8 23.10     1.2
Wed  05.08 3.8 11.46 1.3 17.31 3.9 23.46      1.*
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

7

8

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

15

-
mer has received £100 from a 
Fort William renewable energy 
company to help her Common-
wealth Games bid.

Skye Dolphins’ Rebecca Smith 
will use the cash from HW 
Energy to offset her training 

The company recently set up 
a community fund to support 
charities, activities, sports, clubs 
and schools across Scotland with 
grants. 

Rebecca, aged 15, who travels 

has a Scottish national record 
under her belt.

She was also chosen to repre-
sent Scotland internationally in 
France, achieving a fourth place 

place in the 5000 metres. 
HWE managing director Bruno 

Berardelli said: ‘We are delighted 

made to Rebecca, who is work-
ing very hard to reach her goals 

-
monwealth Games, and we are 
proud to be able to support her.’

-

but Rebecca shows real potential 
so we believe the time and costs 
of her swimming training and 
competitions are worth it.’

The community fund is 
-

terly Renewable Heat Incentive 
(RHI) payments received by 
the company for boilers heating 

SWIMMING

Boost for Skye swimmer 
as she bids for the 
Commonwealth Games
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