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Prince Charles drops in on Mòd
THE LORD of the Isles 
seemed to have a great time in 
Stornoway this week, listening 
to the best the competitions 
from the third children’s day 
had to offer, writes Louise Glen.

His Royal Highness The 
Duke of Rothesay met with 
several competitors, volun-
teers and staff of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, organisers of the 
Royal National Mòd at the 
Nicolson Institute. 

Bowmore singer Ryan McK-
errall, 15, who yesterday won 
the James McPhee Trophy 
singing Caint mo mhathair 
Ghaidhlig Bharraigh, sang for 
Prince Charles. The prince 
then commented on young 

Ryan’s superb singing voice.
His Royal Highness presented 
Carmine Colajezzi with the 
2016 Gaelic Learner of the 

Year award. Sponsored by the 
Royal Highland and Agricul-
tural Society for Scotland, the 
award acknowledges a Gaelic 
learner who has made signifi-
cant steps to becoming fluent.

Mr Calajezzi was born and 
raised in Abruzzo, Italy, 
before moving to Scotland five 
years ago. He began to study 
Gaelic after a cycling tour 
of the Western Isles, before 
moving to Skye in 2015 where 
he enrolled at Gaelic College 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig to further 
his language skills. After 
taking every opportunity to 
speak Gaelic with friends and 
colleagues, Carmine has since 
taken part in several Gaelic ra-

dio programmes for beginners, 
Beag air Bheag, as well as being 
interviewed on BBC’s Radio 
nan Gàidheal.

Bòrd na Gàidhlig announced 
today how the e-Sgoil initiative 
has already had a positive ef-
fect on Gaelic education. The 
e-project allows schools to link 
up with Gaelic teachers via vid-
eo conferencing, giving more 
pupils across Scotland the 
opportunity to learn different 
subjects through the language. 

Hazlehead Academy in Ab-
erdeen currently receive three 
lessons a week through the 
e-Sgoil system from a teacher 
based in Shawbost School on 
the Isle of Lewis.

Rebellion was on the minds 
of many people at the Royal 
National Mòd this year – with 
a tone of non-compliance set 
by An Comunn Gaidhealach 
president John Macleod.
Mr Macleod wants the Western 
Isles to become an area of 
special interest recognised by 
UNESCO for the remnant of 
Gaelic language and culture 
that is kept alive throughout 
the area.
Pictured right are Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhule – Mull 
Gaelic Choir – who were in high 
spirits. The youngsters were 
performing at the Mòd with 
their conductor, Riona Whyte.
To read more about this week’s 
events at the Mòd, turn to our 
eight-page colour special, 
starting on page 13.

Smiles and 
determined 
spirit mark 
2016 Mòd

Skatepark plan for Oban front
OBAN councillors have put 
forward a proposal to transform 
one of the most sought-after 
green sites in the town centre 
into a skate park for young 
people.

The proposal for the seafront 
grassed area next to the war 
memorial at the Corran Halls 
was revealed by Councillor 
Roddy McCuish at last week’s 
Oban Lorn and the Isles area 
committee meeting.

The move comes after almost 
a year of arguments over young 
people using bikes, scooters, 

roller skates and footballs at the 
Stafford Street pedestrianised 
area. 

Arguments about moving the 
young people to somewhere else 
in the town came to a head last 
week when council officers put 
up a sign to ‘advise’ people on the 
use of the area. The sign has no 
standing in law.

Complaints have been made to 
councillors, community coun-
cillors and police about young 
people’s activity in the area but 
to date no young person has been 
found to be breaking the law.

At last week’s meeting, 
Councillor McCuish said he will 
ask the land owners, whom he 

believed to be SSE, to hand over 
the site to a youth project for 
children and young adults.

Backing the plans, Councillor 
Julie MacKenzie said she wants 
the young people of the town to 
take charge of the project.

The plan was not universally 
popular, however, as Councillor 
Neil MacIntyre said he thought 
a skate park would be ‘mad’ 
and he said that he would not 
be supporting any plans for the 
development on the town’s front.

Councillor McCuish revealed 
the proposal after hearing from 
newly-appointed youth police 
officer, Constable Claire Brown, 
who will be working with young 

people throughout Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles.

Speaking to the police officer, 
Mr McCuish said: ‘We are 100 
per cent behind what you are 
trying to do. It is very important.

‘We are also delighted that 
you have been out and about 
speaking to the young people in 
the town already.’

Talking about the number of 
children in Oban who are using 
bikes on Stafford Street, he con-
tinued: ‘There is a piece of land 
in front of the Corran Halls that 
would be ideal [for a skate park]. 
There is CCTV there, it is in full 
view of the road and a couple of 
businessmen have already said 

they will back it and are even 
willing to donate some money 
to it.’

Councillor MacKenzie said: 
‘I’m 100 per cent with you, Roddy. 
The kids are fed up with the 
negative press about them.

‘What Kevin Irvine [a youth 
worker] and I have been doing 
for the past couple of months 
is getting them back on board. 
They are now really keen to get 
going.

‘I want them [the young people] 
to take a lead on this. The only 
way it is going to work is if the 
kids take the lead. It is just what 
the town needs.’

Backing the plan, Councillor 

Iain MacLean said: ‘I didn’t 
see that one coming. If there is 
anything we can do to secure 
funding, then I think we should.’

Councillor MacIntyre replied: 
‘I think the plan is mad. Other 
people have tried to do things 
on the lawn at the front of the 
Corran Halls and they have never 
been able to get public support or 
planning permission.

‘I think having anything for 
kids next to a main road is just a 
bad idea and I will not be able to 
support it.’

What do you think? Should 
a skate park be built in front of 
the Corran Halls? Email lglen@
obantimes.co.uk.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Planning 
applications  
due to be 
decided on
APPLICATIONS for two 
Oban housing developments 
in Glenshellach were due to 
be decided by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning committee 
in Kilmory Castle yesterday 
(Wednesday). 

Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) plans 
to build 24 affordable flats, 
in two three-storey blocks 
of 12, in its final phase of a 
development west of Catalina 
Avenue. The application 
attracted no letters of support 
and 54 objections, citing the 
site’s overdevelopment and the 
‘inappropriate’ scale of ‘this 
pair of sentry boxes’. 

So far 78 dwellings have been 
granted permission, bringing 
the total to 102 homes – above 
the 90 units allocated in the 
Local Development Plan 
(LDP).

ACHA has also applied 
to build 12 more houses by 
Hayfield, beside its four flats 
and 13 houses there, with 
six more units expected in a 
future application. 

The plan received no letters 
of support and 43 objections 
mostly from local addresses, 
arguing the extra 18 dwellings 
would exceed the allocation set 
out in the LDP. 

Council officers have 
recommended councillors 
grant planning permission for 
both applications, subject to a 
discretionary local hearing.

Prince Charles chats to young 
competitors at this year’s Mòd 

in Stornoway.
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Islands minister 
praises North Uist 
community plan
THE NORTH UIST com-
munity’s efforts to acquire 
and redevelop two redundant 
buildings in Lochmaddy 
has been praised by Humza 
Yousaf MSP, the Scottish 
Government Minister for 
Transport and the Islands.

During a visit to Lochmaddy 
recently, he met with the 
chairman of An Torc, Philip 
Harding, and fellow director, 
Alastair MacLeod who 
briefed Mr Yousef on their 
plans.

The minister told members 
of the recently-incorporated 
community company An Torc 
Ltd – which was formerly 
working as Lochmaddy Hos-
pital Redevelopment Steering 
Group – that they had pulled 
in an impressive range of 
support for their project. 

‘The fact that you are 
working closely with your key 
stakeholders, including Lews 
Castle College, Taigh Chears-
abhagh, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
HIE, the comhairle and North 
Uist Development Company 
adds a real strength to this 
project – one that we are keen 
to support in government,’ he 
said.

Mr Yousaf also described 
how the new community 
empowerment legislation 
had been developed to assist 
communities in driving for-
ward strong projects that can 
demonstrate support in their 
localities and which have a 
strong economic viability.

‘Empowering local commu-
nities is at the heart of what we 
want to achieve in places like 
North Uist,’ he said. ‘We don’t 
just want to devolve power 
to Stornoway – we want it to 
reach right down through the 
islands. 

‘That is why the projects An 
Torc are considering in Loch-
maddy are so important, since 
they give local expression to 
what we want to help achieve 
across Scotland.’

Since An Torc’s incorpora-
tion early in the year with a 

strong board of local mem-
bers, the company has been 
busy.

A community right to buy 
application was approved 
by the Scottish Government 
in May. This means that the 
owners of the Lochmaddy 
Hospital buildings, one of the 
two buildings begin consid-
ered for redevelopment, must 
give the community first op-
tion to purchase the building, 
should they decide to sell.

The hospital closed in 2000 
and has stood empty and in-
creasingly derelict ever since.

The group has been in com-
munication with the owners, 
an Aberdeen-based firm of 
property speculators, on a 
regular basis and is now con-
fident of setting up the first 
face-to-face meeting with 
them very soon, supported 
by Highlands and Islands En-
terprise (HIE), Community 
Land Scotland and Scottish 
Land and Estates.

Since its inception, the 
project has received support 
from two part-time develop-
ment workers  from North 

Uist Development Company 
(NUDC), funded through 
HIE’s community account 
management programme.

‘We are very grateful to the 
staff at the community right 
to buy branch in Edinburgh 
for the support they unstint-
ingly gave to the NUDC 
local develoment officers, 
who have been assisting us 
with these matters,’ said Mr 
Harding. 

The economic viability of 
the project lies in the provi-
sion of student accommoda-
tion in Lochmaddy to enable 
Lews Castle College, through 
Taigh Chearsabhagh, to offer 
the full four-year fine arts 
degree, which it is currently 
unable to do, due to lack of 
accommodation and teaching 
space in the village. 

The hospital redevelopment 
is expected to be a project 
costing more than £3 million, 
creating employment and 
bringing up to 60 new people 
to the island, adding to the 
economic viability of the area 
and helping combat depopu-
lation.

A SCOTTISH Natural Heritage 
(SNH) report predicts that the 
number of white-tailed eagles, 
also known as sea eagles, is 
likely to be around 221 pairs by 
2025.

There have been three release 
phases to re-establish the birds 
– two on the west coast of Scot-
land from 1975-85 (Rum) and 
from 1993-98 (Wester Ross), 
plus one on the east coast (Fife) 
from 2007-12. There were 106 
pairs of white-tailed eagles in 
Scotland in 2015.

The report, authored by 
researchers at RSPB’s Centre 
for Conservation Science, mod-
elled a range of scenarios to 
predict the potential size of the 
sea eagle population, including 
scenarios with no limits on 
population growth.

Other scenarios included the 
limits of the carrying capacity of 
the land (suitable habitat, food 
and nest sites) or other factors 
such as potential increased 
mortality. The estimate of 221 
pairs by 2025 figure is consid-
ered a realistic figure. 

Over the longer term, the 
modelling predicted the popu-
lation could potentially reach 
889-1,005 pairs by 2040. How-
ever, the top end of the popu-
lation range is unlikely to be 
reached, because it does not 
take into account the carrying 
capacity of the land and other 
factors. These values do not 
include juvenile birds, which 
typically do not pair up and 
breed until they are five or six 
years old. 

Cabinet secretary for the 

environment, climate change 
and land reform Roseanna 
Cunningham said: ‘This report 
shows the return of the white 
tailed eagle to the skies over 
Scotland is a genuine conserva-
tion success story. 

‘That success has not been 
achieved easily and I pay trib-
ute to all of those whose efforts 
over many decades have helped 
us reach this point. 

‘This story also demonstrates 
the importance of working to-
gether to protect and enhance 
our natural environment. 
That’s why I also want to thank 
the many farmers and crofters 
who are working with us to find 
a way to ensure that they and 
the eagles can co-exist. 

‘Successful reintroduction 
projects must work with stake-

holders, as well as wildlife.’
Andrew Bachell, SNH’s direc-

tor of policy and advice, added: 
‘The future of the white-tailed 
eagle looks stable and the pop-
ulation is growing well. Many 
people and organisations have 
contributed to this success and 
we should be proud of it. 

‘We know some farmers and 
crofters have serious concerns 
about the impact of sea eagles 
on their livestock, with some 
experiencing losses. 

‘We are working with NFU 
Scotland, local stakeholders 
and others to thoroughly 
understand the part sea eagles 
play in livestock losses, and 
we’re committed to working 
together to find solutions to 
allow sea eagles and livestock 
farmers to co-exist.’

Number of sea eagles in Scotland look set to soar

MSP calls 
for ferry 
access to be 
improved

Isles MP in 
superfast 
broadband 
discussions

QUESTIONS have been 
raised in the Scottish Parlia-
ment about disabled access 
on ferries by Donald Cam-
eron, regional MSP for the 
Highlands and Islands.

Last Thursday Mr Cameron 
asked the Scottish Govern-
ment in the chamber about 
the challenging ferry access 
for disabled people and 
whether there were plans for 
improvement. 

In Argyll and Bute, ferries 
provide important connec-
tions for many people living 
and working in the area, but 
for people in the area living 
with a disability, access to the 
ferries can be physically and 
mentally daunting.   

Mr Cameron recently met 
with staff from Enable Scot-
land and the Advisory Group 
(ACE), comprising  adults 
with learning disabilities, in 
Dunoon.  He heard first-hand 
about their serious concerns 
regarding ferry access and 
the challenges this presents.  

Mr Cameron said: ‘Narrow 
gangways, uneven floor 
surfaces, steps and doorways 
can all present challenging 
barriers to people with disa-
bilities or restricted mobility, 
limiting access.  

‘Action is needed now to 
make improvements to ferries 
and harbours for those with 
disabilities.

‘Independence and mobil-
ity are important aspects for 
people living with disabilities 
of all kinds and they should 
not be compromised on any 
public transport, least of all 
on ferries which are such an 
important part of travel in 
Argyll and Bute.

‘I want to ensure the 
government prioritises this 
issue and that future ferry 
transport is designed to be 
fully accessible for all our 
communities, and Argyll and 
Bute’s residents and visitors 
alike.’

ISLES MP Angus MacNeil 
met with the UK minister 
for digital and culture, Matt 
Hancock, on Monday to 
discuss bringing superfast 
broadband to every home in 
the islands.

More than 50 per cent of 
homes and businesses in Na 
h-Eileanan an an Iar should 
have high-speed broadband 
by the end of next year, he 
was told by the minister. 
However, Mr MacNeil 
stressed to him the need for 
solutions for the hardest to 
reach communities.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘Of course 
the aspiration is for 100 per 
cent of homes and businesses 
to have superfast broadband 
and that is something which 
I will continue to push for. 
However, in the meantime, 
it was helpful to get some 
clarity from the minister on 
the way to make this a reality.

‘The UK government is 
talking about a universal 
service obligation for 10mpbs 
broadband, which sounds 
good. However, I have some 
concerns that the threshold 
set for this could mean that 
many households – where 
the cost of installing that 
service is higher than the set 
rate – could incur additional 
charges. 

‘The minister said he would 
be asking BT to explain in 
more detail how it expects to 
reach more communities and 
I will ask for that information 
to be shared with me. 

‘He said the level of prem-
ises in the islands receiving 
superfast broadband was 30 
per cent but will rise to 51 per 
cent by the end of next year.

‘Broadband is a reserved 
matter and is the responsibil-
ity of the UK government, so 
I will continue to pursue this 
at the highest possible level.’

Any constituent who wishes 
to contact Mr MacNeil on this 
matter can call his office on 
01851 702272 or email angus.
macneil.mp@parliament.uk.

Numbers of sea eagles are expected to more than double by 2025. 
Photograph: Debby Thorne

An Torc is hoping to buy and develop the former Lochmaddy 
Hospital building for the community.

Luing residents refuse to stay 
silent over overfl owing bins
LUING’S bins were left over-
flowing with rubbish for up to 
a month due to a broken down 
bin lorry, and islanders fear this 
is a taste of what’s to come when 
refuse collections move from 
every fortnight to every three 
weeks.

‘We have been having a torrid 
time,’ reported Luing commu-
nity councillor Nicky Archibald 
last week. 

‘We have not had a collection 
for ages, for four weeks now. I 
think [Argyll and Bute Council] 
has gone down to two lorries 
and they keep breaking down. 
We all have bags and bags over-
flowing. 

‘Rubbish hanging around for 
four-plus weeks is not good. 
Some people are saying it’s a 
health hazard. I have never seen 
it this bad. The council had 30 
calls from Luing in one day. It 
is giving us a taste of what’s to 
come.’

In a bid to save money for 
services, Argyll and Bute 
Council will move to collecting 
general  refuse bins every three 
weeks from November 28 from 
outside homes in Oban and 
Lorn, Lismore, Tiree, Coll and 
Colonsay, and from October 
31 in Mid Argyll. The council’s 
three-weekly general waste 
collection started in Kintyre 
and on Mull, Islay, Jura and 
Bute on October 3. Blue bins 
for recycling waste will continue 

to be collected every fortnight. 
Luing’s last refuse collection 
came on Monday September 12, 
but, Ms Archibald said, ‘they 
missed Monday September 26 
to collect the refuse. 

‘On Saturday October 1 we 
thought they were coming to 
collect the refuse, but they 
collected the recycling bins 
instead, which were due to be 
collected on the Monday (Octo-
ber 3) anyway. Here we are now 
two weeks on and we still have 
not had our bins collected.’

The Oban Times understands 
Argyll and Bute Council did 
manage to collect the island’s 
refuse on Thursday last week, 
but Ms Archibald fears the 
sight of overflowing rubbish will 
become more common when 

refuse bins are collected every 
three weeks instead of every 
fortnight.

‘The bins are not big enough 
for three weeks,’ she said. ‘We 
put everything into recycling we 
can and we still find it difficult. 
There is no way we can accom-
modate the rubbish over three 
weeks. We just have to have a 
missed week, due to a broken 
down lorry or because the lorry 
can’t get over on the ferry, and 
we are into four weeks, which is 
untenable. You have one missed 
week and it throws the whole 
thing off.

‘If I cannot get all the rubbish 
into the bins, will they collect 
these bins? The feeling is that 
this will result in more fly-
tipping, which will take up more 

resources. There is no glass 
collection on Luing – if people 
cannot get to the mainland, 
glass goes into the bins. The 
practical impact has not been 
thought through.

‘People are feeling we are 
seeing a reduced service and 
not a reduction in what we are 
paying. It’s just creeping up – it 
started one week, then two, now 
three. There is a chance it will 
be made a four-week collection.’ 

Ms Archibald continued, 
saying that at the last Luing 
Community Council meeting 
‘one of the councillors said we 
were going to three weeks, and 
maybe four in the future’.

However, Argyll and Bute 
Council told The Oban Times 
it had no plans to have refuse 

collections every four weeks.
Another Luing resident con-

tacted The Oban Times to say: 
‘At a recent community council 
meeting residents were told that 
[Argyll and Bute] council has 
one new lorry and one old one 
that keeps on breaking down. 
No-one from Argyll and Bute 
gets in touch to tell us about de-
lays, which have been occurring 
with increasing frequency. 

‘Switching to a three-week 
cycle for green bins is all well 
and good if it encourages more 
recycling, but can they deliver a 
regular service? 

‘If not, next summer will be 
fun for residents, holiday home 
owners and visitors as bins 
overflow with smelly and rotting 
rubbish.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Ardanaiseig on Loch Awe is renowned as Scotland’s most wildly romantic hotel. 

Ardanaiseig on Loch Awe is renowned as Scotland’s most wildly romantic hotel. 
One of the UK’s top wedding venues, it’s also the ideal place to celebrate any special occasion 
or spend a memorable relaxing break. 
The Oban Times has teamed up with Ardanaiseig to offer readers the opportunity to win 
vouchers and meals there. 
Owned by a major London antiques dealer and built in 1834, the 16 bedroom listed house at 
Kilchrenan near Taynuilt showcases eccentric ornaments and antique furniture.  It was voted 
Scotland’s Country House Hotel of the Year 2015-16.
Its bridal/honeymoon suite is the hotel’s Boatshed, a two minute walk from the hotel, lapped 
by the loch waters.  
The winner of our competition will win dinner for two in its sumptuous two Rosette restaurant.
We’re also giving readers an exclusive 10% discount on the vouchers which make the perfect 
Christmas present or gift for a birthday, anniversary - or wedding!
Simply answer this easy question, complete the coupon and post it to The Oban Times, 
Ardanasieg Competition, POBox 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

Q.  What is the name of Ardanaiseig’s bridal suite?

Our winner will receive a three course dinner for two people. Drinks are not included.

To receive your 10% discount, call Ardanaiseig on 01866-833333 or email hello@ardanaiseig.com, 
quoting code OTV2. The voucher offer expires on 21 December 2016 and the prize must be taken 
before this date.  Restaurant reservations are subject to availability. 
Terms and conditions: Over 18s only. Winners with the correct answer will be selected at random after the closing date. The prize is not transferable or redeemable for cash equivalent. 
The Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The 
competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by post by sending us a letter with your answer, contact 
details and email address, along with a note to explain that you are a digital subscriber.

The closing date for entries is midnight, Tuesday 25th October, 2016.
Accommodation is subject to availability. Voucher must be used by 21st December 2016

at Ardanaiseig
on Loch Awe

WINdinner for two

Answer............................................................  Telephone ......................................................

Name ..............................................................  Email ..............................................................

Address .....................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................
Please post your entries to The Oban Times, Ardanasieg Competition, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB Entries to be in by The closing date for entries is midnight, 
Tuesday 25th October, 2016.Normal Oban Times rules apply. The Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. No cash alternative.
      Tick this box if you do not wish to receive information, including special offers, from Ardanaiseig.



Thursday 20 October, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk 3NEWS
OT

ONE OF Scotland’s foremost 
tech experts has slammed the 
Scottish Government’s ap-
proach to providing broadband 
to rural communities – and is 
calling for it to stop ignoring 
smaller suppliers, writes Louise 
Glen. 

The response comes follow-
ing a report by Scottish Rural 
Action (SRA), criticising 
Community Broadband 
Scotland (CBS), a government 
initiative led by Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, for its 
sole reliance on BT-partnered 
programmes.

Charlie Boisseau, chief tech-
nology officer at Commsworld, 
believes the mission to provide 
superfast broadband to 100 per 
cent of properties by 2020 is, at 
this stage, a pipe dream. 

He said: ‘It would be difficult 
to disagree that the govern-
ment has failed in its mission 
to provide broadband.

‘Whether any one party can 
be blamed for this shortfall is 
open to discussion but if any 
progress is to be made in pro-
viding everyone with superfast 
broadband, the government 
must open the building of net-
work infrastructures to more 
companies.’

The Edinburgh-based tele-
communications company, 
which criticised the decision 
not to split BT and Openreach 
earlier this year, hopes to see 
further attention paid to the 
rapidly advancing capabilities 
of smaller service providers. 

Mr Boisseau added: ‘Even 
with significant government 

subsidies, rural areas are of 
little to no interest to tier one 
providers such as Openreach, 
which stand to gain little from 
what is, comparative to city 
infrastructure projects, a lot of 
work.

‘So, although these projects 
are of vital political and 
local importance, the biggest 
providers will always leave the 
Highlanders and Islanders to 
last. That is if they pay them 
much heed at all.’

Mr Boisseau went on to warn 
that without a revision in the 
current project those outwith 
the main business hubs would 
suffer from a poorer service 
and slower speeds. 

He continued: ‘While larger 
companies may offer a cheaper 
service for the provision of 

broadband in the main, it 
is our view that the use of 
smaller companies to fill in the 
gaps they leave behind could 
establish a network that is a lot 
closer to meeting the govern-
ment’s ambitious aims than the 
system currently in place.

‘For this to work, though, 
they must stop merely paying 
lip service to smaller providers 
and throw all their resources 
into getting companies of var-
ious sizes working on making 
Scotland a more connected 
country.’

A Scottish Government 
spokesperson said Commu-
nity Broadband Scotland was 
working with a large number of 
smaller providers to deliver the 
technology to meet Scotland’s 
needs. 

A PETITION signed by 4,600 
women across Argyll and Bute 
hit by changes to the state 
pension age has been handed 
to the House of Commons by 
local MP Brendan O’Hara, 
who urged the UK govern-
ment to ‘right this wrong’.

Known as the WASPI 
women (Women Against 
State Pension Inequality), 
they were all born on or after 
April 6, 1951, and, under the 
1995 and 2011 Pensions Act, 
they will not be able to draw 
their pension until they are 66 
The women are calling on the 
government to introduce rea-
sonable transitional arrange-
ments, giving them adequate 
time to make alternative plans 
for their retirement as many 
women were given little or no 
notice of these changes.

The Argyll and Bute WASPI 
group can be contacted at ar-
gyllisleswaspi@outlook.com 
or on Facebook.

A TAYNUILT man has been 
banned from the road for 12 
months after being found guilty 
of dangerous driving.

George Thomson, of Clach-
ma-Nessaig, Airds Bay, 
Taynuilt, denied driving dan-
gerously on the A85 between 
Tyndrum and Arrivain on 
October 17, 2015, by crossing 
double white lines to enter the 
opposite carriageway, and later, 
while overtaking, entering the 
opposing carriageway without 
clear sight of the road ahead on 
the approach to a blind bend.

Giving evidence, PC Colin 
May described driving east to 
Tyndrum, and on a bend being 
suddenly confronted by an 
oncoming Toyota, straddling 
halfway across the double white 
lines, about 15ft in front of 
his police car. ‘I had to brake 
other wise there would have 
been a collision,’ he said. 

Turning the car around, PC 
May and special constable 
Andrew Buchanan pursued 
the vehicle west along the A85 
Arrivain straight, and observed 
it overtaking multiple cars. 

‘He was driving so aggres-
sively,’ PC May said. ‘I was 
constantly playing catch-up 
with him.’

Upon charging Thomson with 
dangerous driving, PC May 
said: ‘He did not agree with 
us. As I explained, he laughed.
He did not think he had done 
anything wrong. He was quite 
relaxed.’ 

Afterwards, PC May was 
approached by a witness over-
taken by the Toyota on a blind 
crest. The witness, a volunteer 
firefighter who had taken an 
advanced driving test, told the 
court: ‘It was quite a dangerous 
manoeuvre. It was on double 
white lines. I had to brake 

A DUNBEG man had been 
found guilty of assaulting a 
75-year-old man and his grand-
son, after a trial at Oban Sheriff 
Court, where he was fined £850.

Jamie MacDonald, 23, of 
59 Lochnell Road, Dunbeg, 
pleaded not guilty to assaulting 
David Black at the same ad-
dress on May 19, by seizing his 
body, attempting to remove him 
from a vehicle, and repeatedly 
striking him on the head. 

MacDonald also faced a 
second charge of assaulting 
David’s grandfather, Duncan 
Black, by lunging towards him 
and causing him to fall to the 
ground to his injury.

Sentencing, Sheriff Ruth An-
derson QC said: ‘I am satisfied 
beyond reasonable doubt that 
you are guilty with respect to 
both charges. This is outra-
geous behaviour.’ 

Sheriff Anderson fined Mac-
Donald £500 for the first as-
sault on David Black, and £100 
for the second, combined with 
a £250 compensation order to 
Duncan Black for the ‘distress 
and injury’ he caused.

MP hands 
in petition

Clarifi cation

Scottish Government is ‘failing’ 
rural communities over broadband

COURT NEWS
Taynuilt man’s 
dangerous driving 
leads to road ban

Dunbeg man � ned 
over double assault

because I thought he was going 
to come into the side of me. I 
have been to accidents there in 
the past. It is not nice to scrape 
someone off the road.’

Sheriff Ruth Anderson found 
Thomson guilty of dangerous 
driving. 

She said: ‘I have evidence of 
a vehicle crossing a white line 
twice in short space of time. I 
am satisfied beyond reasonable 
doubt. 

‘No doubt he knows the road 
and takes chances, and now he 
will be disqualified for a year.’

Sheriff Anderson also fined 
Thomson £500, to be paid with-
in two months, and ordered him 
to resit the extended driving 
test.

A FLEET of 10 marine robots 
from Dunbeg has successfully 
completed an ambitious two-
week mission off north-west 
Scotland.

The project, from the Scot-
tish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) at Dun-
staffnage, went ahead despite 
being hit by a succession of 
Atlantic storms with winds 
gusting up to 60mph and 
waves up to seven metres high. 

The mission comprised 
the largest simultaneous 
deployment of marine robots 
attempted in UK waters to 
date, with seven submarine 
Seagliders and three surface 
Wavegliders operating in 
challenging waters around the 
Outer Hebrides.

The robot fleet was collect-
ing a variety of marine envi-
ronmental data in support of 
the Royal Navy’s Unmanned 
Warrior programme, includ-
ing ocean temperature, sa-
linity, oxygen, turbidity, tidal 
currents, and surface weather 
and wave conditions.

While the robots were taking 
a battering from the weather, 
the mission pilots and sci-
entists were safe and warm 
operating the fleet via satellite 
from the comfort of dedicated 
operations rooms.

The Seagliders surveyed 
an area of more than 5,000 
square kilometres during the 
two-week deployment, ventur-
ing up to 125 kilometres off 
the island of Barra into waters 
deeper than 1,000 metres. The 
Wavegliders ventured up to 
150 kilometres north of Lewis, 
each covering a distance of 
more than 300 kilometres.

The ability of the Wave-
gliders to accurately target 
features such as oceanic 
fronts, visible on satellite im-
ages provided by Plymouth 
Marine Laboratory, was a 

particular success given the 
combination of strong winds, 
waves and tides.

The mission was co-ordi-
nated by the National Ocean-
ography Centre (NOC) in 
Southampton and the SAMS 
near Oban, and involved 
more than 20 industry and 
government partners. The UK 
Defence Science and Technol-
ogy Laboratory (DSTL) was 
the primary sponsor of the 
mission, and all of the collect-
ed data will be archived at the 
British Oceanographic Data 
Centre and made available 

for future scientific research. 
Fraser Macdonald, who 
co-ordinated the SAMS con-
tribution, said: ‘SAMS has a 
long history of working in this 
region. 

‘The unique Seaglider data 
collected during this mission 
will contribute to our ongoing 
research into the complex 
oceanographic processes that 
influence changes in global 
climate, including how in-
creasing ocean temperatures 
are affecting the north-east 
Atlantic and adjacent regions 
including the Arctic.’

SAMS aids in voyage of discovery

Fighter Alison runs to 
B-eat anorexia stigma
A 20-YEAR-OLD girl from 
Oban who suffers from ano-
rexia ran her fastest ever 10km 
race last weekend – and said it 
was because she was running 
to raise awareness about the 
illness.

Alison MacVicar finished 
the Aviemore 10km route in 42 
minutes, which works out at an 
average speed of seven minutes 
per mile.

She ran the race to raise mon-
ey for B-eat – ‘the UK’s eating 
disorder charity’. 

Alison, who is studying for a 
sport and fitness BsCH degree 
at UHI Inverness, hopes to 
pursue a career in sports nutri-
tion. She wants to help others 
develop a healthy relationship 
with food and exercise.

‘Sunday was about raising 
awareness,’ she said. ‘To run 
with that bib and for people to 
see it and think, “What is that 
charity?” That’s what it was all 
about. 

‘Wearing the B-eat vest on 
Sunday was an emotional, over-
whelming and joyous feeling. 

‘It’s about reducing the stigma 
of mental illness and speak-
ing out so people don’t feel 
ashamed or embarrassed about 
an illness they never chose to 
have. 

‘If I could describe anorexia 
then it’s like facing your biggest 
fear – darkness, spiders, blood 
– three to four times a day and 
it’s trying to rationalise that 
food is not a fear but essential 
for survival.

‘It’s not about vanity; it’s 
about control and using it as a 
tool to cope with pressure or 
emotions. My motto is, “It’s 

OK to fall down nine times, just 
make sure you stand up 10”.

‘People shouldn’t be embar-
rassed by it. You don’t choose 
to get ill, the same way you 
don’t choose to get a mental 
illness. 

‘I ran the 10k for previous or 
current sufferers and all the 
family and friends who support 

someone suffering. I would say 
it was the biggest buzz I have 
ever had. It was an emotional 
day.’ 

Alison first started running 
when she was 16, but was soon 
overwhelmed by ‘a sport that is 
defined by your weight’.

Shortly after taking up the 
sport, she started studying for 

her exams. During this stressful 
time, she said the only thing 
that she could control was her 
weight. 

However, she is now in a 
‘better place’. She said: ‘I’ve 
managed to maintain a healthy 
weight for a long time, but it’s 
an ongoing thing; it’s a struggle 
every day. You keep going.

‘That’s why I kept my running 
up. When I’m stressed, I exer-
cise. I channel my emotions 
through that [running].

‘It’s funny, running is how it 
[anorexia] started, but at the 
same time, it saved me. 

‘I have changed my relation-
ship with food. I think that it’s 
going to benefit me, not do 
anything bad.’

If Alison had the opportunity 
to tell others who may be suf-
fering from a mental illness, 
she would say, ‘Don’t deny it 
and don’t be scared to admit it. 
If you can admit it, you can get 
better.

‘As much as you think people 
will stigmatise you, people are 
more accepting these days. 
You just don’t know everyone’s 
story. They might have had a 
similar experience.’

She also said that it helps to 
have people there to support 
you. 

She added: ‘My friends and 
family never gave up on me, 
even when I gave up on myself.’

Andrea Auburn, B-eat 
community fundraising officer, 
said: ‘We are so grateful to Ali-
son for taking on this race, and 
bravely sharing her personal 
experience, to support B-eat. 

‘All her hard work in fund-
raising and raising awareness 
will help change the lives of 
individuals and their loved ones 
who’ve been affected by an 
eating disorder.’

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

The photograph Alison took of herself and her medal after 
completing the Aviemore 10km.

A Seaglider is 
recovered o�  the 
Outer Hebrides 

following its 
deployment during 

the two-week 
mission.

IN LAST week’s story 
about the ongoing crofting 
row, it was said that Fergus 
Ewing MSP had called on Mr 
Colin Kennedy to resign. 

However, the Scottish 
Government would like us 
to point out that ‘no such 
request to resign has been 
issued. Serious allegations 
about the Scottish ministers 
and others were attributed 
to Mr Kennedy in the press 
following the Crofting Com-
mission’s meeting in Brora on 
September 28. The Scottish 
Government has requested 
further information from the 
convener in relation to these 
allegations and will give this 
further consideration. While 
this matter is ongoing, the 
Scottish Government will 
continue to monitor the 
situation at the Crofting 
Commission closely.’
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Tourists missed the bus 
for common sense
THERE was a story that made the na-
tional news last week – including being 
discussed on BBC Radio 2’s Jeremy 
Vine Show – that had my blood boiling.

Derek and Julia Limbert, from Sutton 
Coldfield in the English Midlands, 
described a five-day coach tour of the 
West Highlands as a ‘disaster trip’ and 
they demanded – and were given – a full 
refund of their total cost of £699.

The reason? They had to spend too 
much time on their coach.

The couple bleated that it took too long 
to travel from their home to Oban.

They also moaned that a day trip from 
Oban to the Kyles of Lochalsh and 
Portree took too long because the bus 
crawled around twisty rural roads.

Are they for real?
Even the most cursory glance by any-

one with a modicum of sense would show 
the geography of the West Highlands. 
How could a day trip by bus from Oban 
to Skye take anything other than many 
hours?

Mr Limbert, 74, a retired school teach-
er, lamented: ‘It was a disaster from start 
to finish.

‘We had paid for a tour of Scotland but 
what we got was a tour of the inside of 
a coach.

‘I would have seen more of the Scottish 
Highlands if I’d stayed at home and 
looked the places up on the internet.’

In fairness, the couple’s ire was direct-
ed at the holiday company in particular. 
But many of those who responded to the 
Vine show’s phone-in had little sympa-
thy, suggesting that a bit of reality should 
have kicked in. The Limberts should 
have realised the nature of the area their 
coach was to travel around.

The vast majority of visitors to our won-
derful part of the world sing its praises, 
overwhelmed by the stunning scenery 
and astoundingly warm welcome they 
receive in the Highlands and Islands.

Our hospitality sector is renowned for 
its excellence and few areas anywhere 
in the world compete for outstanding 
natural beauty and kenspeckle towns 
and villages.

If Mr and Mrs Limbert want to try 
visiting again – perhaps under their own 
steam instead of aboard a coach – I’m 
sure they’ll be forced to revise their view.

 

Footpath needs repair 
work done urgently
THE footpath that links Longsdale 
Road with Benvoullin Road in Oban is 
much used by people walking between 
the town and the residential areas near-
by, including Hazeldean Crescent.

But the path, through the trees behind 
the Atlantis Sport and Leisure Centre, 
is extremely poorly lit with several of 

the lamps along its way not working.
Now that it is becoming darker with the 
onset of autumn, this is proving to be 
hazardous. 

The path has a steep drop-off and the 
fencing is broken down or non-existent 
in places. 

This route is also used by many chil-
dren and people pushing buggies but it 
is dangerous. Can someone in authority 
please act to fix the lights and fencing 
before there’s an accident and people 
are injured?

Oban town centre is 
looking fantastic
IT HAS seemed at times as if the im-
provement works in Oban town centre 
were to be never-ending.

There have been considerable frus-
trations for businesses, residents and 
visitors as the effort continued right 
through the summer season. 

I don’t want to tempt fate but the final 
touches appear to have been made with 
the installation of new public benches 
along both sides of George Street and 
facing out over the bay.

The weather might not be ideal at this 
time of year for sitting out and admiring 
the view but these seats will come into 
their own when the conditions allow.

Indeed, the works that have taken 
place have made a significant difference 
to the town, which is looking absolutely 
marvellous.

It has been a long and expensive 
process but now it’s done, I think it will 
prove to have been well worth it.

  

What do you think?
Do you have something you want to 
share? Let me know by writing to me at  
The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4 HB, or by email to mlaing@
obantimes.co.uk.

At Random MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.uk

The new public benches are a perfect 
place to stop and admire the view 

across Oban Bay.

Community is at the heart 
of new police strategies 
SCOTLAND needs an in-
creasingly resilient, flexible, 
responsive and locally-focused 
police service to help keep com-
munities safe. 

This is the message at the 
heart of the new strategic police 
priorities set by the Scottish 
Government, which also recog-
nise the need to tackle new and 
developing threats to the public, 
including cybercrime. 

Localism, inclusion, preven-
tion, responsiveness, collabo-
rative working, accountability 
and adaptability are the seven 
themes that will inform policing 
priorities in Scotland in the 
years to come.

Cabinet secretary for justice 
Michael Matheson launched 
the priorities recently with 

Chief Constable Phil Gormley, 
chairman of the Scottish Police 
Authority Andrew Flanagan, 
and COSLA’s community well-
being spokesperson Councillor 
Harry McGuigan. 

Mr Matheson said: ‘With 
recorded crime in Scotland at a 
42-year low, I am confident that 
policing in Scotland is on the 
right track. We have a world-
class police system in Scotland, 
supported by a hugely dedicated 
and professional workforce who 
work each and every day to se-
cure the safety and wellbeing of 
people and communities across 
the country.

‘I believe that the new strategic 
police priorities, developed 
following extensive consulta-
tion with people from across 
Scotland and key partners, will 
be key to shaping the future of 
policing in this country and will 

ensure Police Scotland remains 
a progressive and forward-look-
ing service.’

Mr Flanagan, chairman of the 
Scottish Police Authority (SPA), 
said: ‘In line with the new stra-
tegic police priorities published 
today, the SPA has initiated 
work which will deliver a clear 
long-term vision and strategy for 
policing now and over the next 
10 years. 

‘It will have a strong focus 
on the quality of service that 
Scotland needs from its policing, 
how we develop new capabilities 
and deliver improved benefits 
for our communities. 

‘Through that, we are commit-
ted to ensuring that the police 
have a workforce which has the 
skills and capability to meet the 
changing demands they face, 
within a shared direction and 
purpose for the single service 

that unites police professional 
and citizen alike.’

Chief Constable Gormley add-
ed: ‘We welcome the publication 
of these strategic priorities for 
policing as we move forward 
with the transformation of the 
service in Scotland. Policing 
in Scotland, which is built on 
a really solid foundation and 
traditions that are the envy of 
many, needs to be locally rele-
vant and have the confidence of 
our communities. 

‘We also need to ensure that 
the protection communities re-
quire to tackle emerging threats 
and risks is available where and 
when required. 

‘The majority of what officers 
and staff deal with on a daily 
basis, around the clock, every 
day of the year relates to calls for 
service – people calling us at a 
time of crisis and need and we 

need to make sure we respond 
by having the strategic priorities 
set out today at the heart of what 
we do and how we do it.’

Councillor McGuigan said: ‘The 
priorities set out by the Scottish 
Government are to be welcomed 
by all and COSLA is particularly 
pleased to see the clear emphasis 
on localism. It also gives us great 
encouragement to know that 
Police Scotland’s work will incor-
porate prevention, collaborative 
working and accountability.

‘The police do not simply 
respond to crime – they are 
also there to help prevent crime 
and keep our communities safe 
along with other partners at a 
local level. The strategic police 
priorities reflect that message 
and set a solid foundation for 
Police Scotland to continue 
their good work within our 
communities.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

TIMESLINE
New high school 
ahead of schedule 

Cash boost for 
four town groups

Oban welcomes 
new youth o�  cer

OBAN Common Good Fund 
has made grants to four groups 
with cash totalling £10,300.

The dispersal charity has 
given Oban Winter Festival 
£2,000, Oban Community 
Playpark £5,000, Oban Music 
Society £3,000 and Oban Youth 
Café £100.

A YOUTH o�  cer has been 
appointed by Police Scotland 
to work with young people in 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles.

Claire Brown, a police o�  cer 
with 19 years’ policing experi-
ence, was appointed last week 
but has already been out and 
about meeting young people.

Claire said: ‘The people I 
have met have been extreme-
ly polite and courteous. 

‘I am hoping that young 
people or anyone with any 
concerns about young people 
will feel free to come and 
speak to me about any issues 
that they might have.’ 

WORK on the new Oban High 
School is progressing well with 
a lift shaft and paths leading to 
the games pitches already in 
place ahead of time.

The school is due to be 
� nished by February 2018, 
with children moving in the 
following month and external 
works taking the � nal year to 
complete.

Morrison Construction, which 
is building the multi-mil-
lion-pound school, has agreed to 
deliver a number of bene� ts and 
opportunities to the community, 
including employment oppor-
tunities, apprenticeships, work 
placements, curriculum support 
and visits to the site for pupils.

WOODLAND creatures and 
flora made by local crafters of 
all ages and abilities in Oban 
will be hiding, waiting for you 
to find and enjoy them in the 
Oban Community Playpark 
milennium garden as  part of 
Oban Winter Festival.

If you would like to contrib-
ute to the Woollen Woods, 
please hand in your knitted 
offering to Atlantis Commu-
nity Leisure by November 14.

For inspiration, please visit 
www.pinterest.com/VolArts-
Week/Woollen-woods/ and 
for free patterns, please 
visit voluntaryartsweek.org/
wp-content/uploads/2014/12/
W o o l l e n - W o o d s - p a t -
terns-And-resources-2016-1.
pdf.

OBAN Parish Church social 
committee produced an 
array of talent in a ‘Good 
Old Days’ concert, held on 
Friday October 7, which was 
based on the popular TV 
series which ran from 1953 
to 1983. 

Music, song and comedy in 
the style of the old variety 
hall entertained an apprecia-
tive audience. 

One of the Scottish acts was 
the well-loved Francie and 
Josie, aka George and Val 
Hamilton, who performed  
the classic Ur Ye Dancin  
and the La Di Da Di Da
comedy song.

OBAN Community Fire Station raised 
more than £500 for its part in the annual 
national firefighters’ charity car wash 
day.

The car wash, which was held at the fire 
station, was visited by a large number 
of people from Oban and surrounding 
areas, who had their cars, vans and pick-
ups hand-washed by local firefighters. 

The event raised a total of £576, which 
will go to the firefighters charity. The 
charity enhances the quality of life for 
serving and retired firefighters and fire 
personnel.

Oban Community Fire Station also 
provided home fire safety advice to 
Taynuilt 1st Brownies and Rainbows.

The Oban firefighters would like to 
thank the Brownies and Rainbows for 
their donation of £30.35 made to the 
firefighters charity on the night.

Woolly 
surprise 
for winter 
festival

Old variety 
hall humour 
returns to 
Oban 

Firefi ghters clean up for charity aided by Taynuilt youngsters

Taynuilt Brownies and Rainbows after receiving home � re safety 
advice from Oban � re� ghters. 

Some of the � re� ghters who took part in the charity car 
wash last month.

Realising the full potential of young people 
and working with them to promote skills 
development and learning.
We are always looking for enthusiastic train-
ees and apprentices to join our team, we offer 
a wide range of careers, such as surveying, 
accounting, admin, site-trades, plumbing, 

electrical and manufacturing.
 Find your career in the construction industry, 
visit www.goconstruct.org (CITB operat-
ed) to fi nd what path may be right for you, 
remember it’s not just for boys!
You can also visit our website for current 
vacancies. 

BUILDING FUTURES 
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CENTRAL to Argyll Enterprise 
Week is the business support 
fair being held on Wednesday 
November 2.  

With so many organisations 
keen to attend, this event has 
now moved to the main hall at 
the Corran Halls. 

There will be more than 40 
exhibitors, including Google 
Garage, Virgin Start Up, 
Royal Bank of Scotland, 
Firstport, Pensionwise, HIJOBS, 
JobCentre Plus, BT Local 
Business, Argyll College, 
ALI Energy, BID4Oban, 

Federation of Small Businesses, 
MacPhee & Partners, Argyll 
Financial Services and BC 
Technologies.  

A series of taster sessions will 
run throughout the day along-
side the business support fair. 

These informal 45-minute 

sessions will feature a short 
presentation and Q&A 
by industry experts covering 
the free help available from 
Google Garage, WorldHost, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Regulatory Services, Resource 
E�  cient Scotland, Scottish 

Development International 
and HIE’s intellectual property  
adviser.  

The taster sessions and other 
events running throughout the 
week can be booked at argyl-
lenterpriseweek.eventbrite.
co.uk.

XPONorth is the industry network 
that supports people in the creative 
industries across the Highlands 
and Islands.

Following on from the success 
of the XPO North Festival held in 
Inver ness, the XpoNorth team has 
created a unique ‘mini festival’ for 
Argyll Enterprise Week on Friday 
November 4 at Kinetic Studios  in 
Oban. 

This fantastic event will bring 
together creative industry experts 
from the field of textiles, writing, 
design, publishing, screen, broad-
cast, craft, gaming and music.  

The eight sessions on offer are all 
free and open to anyone who has a 
creative passion. 

Go to argyll-enterprise-week-
xponorth-on-the-road.eventbrite.
co.uk for further information and 
to book.

To find out how Creative Scot-
land can help businesses, join 
Helena Ward, creative industries 
manager at Creative Scotland, at 

a presentation on its new creative 
industries strategy. 

There will also be an informative 
session around the creative journey 
of award-winning contemporary 
jeweller Melanie Muir. 

This is aimed at craft people or 
people working in textiles and 
addresses some of the challenges 
of running a business in a rural 
location.  

There will also be experts from 
the Glasgow School of Art who 
will be informing participants on 
how designers can apply their skills 
to provide services to non-creative 
businesses. 

There is a strong emphasis on the 
music industry with specialists on 
hand from PRS for Music who will 
deliver a broad overview of digital 

licensing and what this means for 
music users and copyright owners.  

For those interested in using 

music on projects then the ‘Music 
placement across multimedia’ is 
a must, offering a practical per-

spective on how music supervision 
works across the TV, film, adver-
tising and gaming sectors.

For budding writers, there are 
sessions on how to raise money 
through crowdfunding and the 
self-publishing options available, 
plus an insight into writing for chil-
dren from award-winning writer 
Barry Hutchison and innovative 
publisher Lorna Freytag.

The BBC also has a presence and 
will  introduce ‘The Social’, which 
is a digital content stream which 
showcases work from creative peo-
ple from all over Scotland, includ-
ing poets, comedians, adventurers 
and many new talents. Learn about 
how to get involved in this virtual 
community and the BBC’s social 
media strategy.

Speakers throughout the day 
include industry experts from 
ThinkSync Music, singer/songwrit-
er Joe McAlinden, as well as the 
opportunity to have one-to-ones 
with creative industry experts.

Get creative at XPONorth event

Business support fair is key to week

Argyll Enterprise Week update. . .
31 Oct - 04 Nov 2016

THE OBAN TIMES speed networking event 
takes place at the Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
on the last day of Argyll Enterprise Week – 
Friday November 4 from 1.30pm to 5pm. 

The Oban Times group presents an excellent 
opportunity to meet, greet and learn about 
the wealth of skills, resources, products and 
facilities in your local area. 

From sport to the creative sector, we 
welcome all industries to come along to this 
fun, exciting and e� ective networking event. 

It’s a great way to mingle with other local 
business people in an environment that allows 
you to really shout (or talk!) about what you do.

How does it work? The event will involve 
up to 40 businesses each presenting for one 
minute to the whole room before everyone 
embarks on a one-minute, one-to-one chat on 
a rotational basis. 

It sounds a wee bit daunting but it’s really not 
once you get into it. The key to making speed 
networking bene� cial is to succinctly promote 
your o� ering and listen to others doing 
the same with the objective of developing 
credible, pro� table business relationships 
thereafter. 

Tea or co� ee and biscuits will be provided.
 If you wish to book your table, please contact 

Nicky Murphy at The Oban Times on 01631 
568000 or email nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk or 
you can register directly on the event booking 
website at argyllenterpriseweek.eventbrite.
co.uk.

Caption caption

Shout loud 
about what 
makes your 
business tick

The HIE opening party at the Ironworks, Inverness.

Data show hot spell 
for tourism in Argyll

Oban man launched 
‘unprovoked’ attack
AN OBAN man has been fined 
£500 for an ‘unprovoked attack’ 
on his girlfriend’s former partner 
while he was parked waiting for 
a train.

Steven Hughes, 22, of 4A Sin-
clair Drive, admitted assaulting 
the man at Oban’s Railway Pier 
by punching him on the head to 
his injury.

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty related the facts of March 19, 
when the complainer was sitting 
in a car in the station car park. 
‘I believe there was bad blood 
between them,’ Mr McGinty told 
Oban Sheriff Court on October 
12. ‘[Hughes’s] girlfriend went 
across to speak to the complain-
er.’ 

‘Her ex-boyfriend?’ asked 
Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC.

‘Yes,’ replied Mr McGinty. 
‘The accused approached him 
aggressively and began to shout. 
The accused punched him on the 
face through the open window. 

‘The complainer indicated he 
did not want to fight. He was des-
cribed as shaken with a slightly 
red cheek.’ 

When cautioned, McGinty said 
Hughes told police officers: ‘I 
was stupid.’

Sentencing, Sheriff Anderson 
told Hughes: ‘This was an unpro-
voked attack on a man sitting in 
a car waiting for a train.’ 

She imposed a fine of £250, 
plus a £250 compensation order. 
‘It’s like a school playground,’ 
Sheriff Anderson said. ‘Last 
time in court, Mr Hughes. You 
need to grow up.’ 

ARGYLL and the Isles Tourism 
Co-operative (AITC) has wel-
comed the news that attractions 
across the region have seen a 
substantial increase in tourism 
footfall during July and August.

The figures, issued by the 
Moffat Centre in Glasgow, are 
the results of the contributions 
from 592 tourist attractions 
across Scotland. 

They show that in July Scot-
land’s visitor attractions had an 
increase of 6.6 per cent, while 
in Argyll and Bute this was a 
whopping 12.8 per cent rise. In 
August, the Scottish increase 
was 3.4 per cent, compared with 
the rise in Argyll and Bute, 
which at 8.9 per cent, was more 
than twice the national average.  

AITC director Calum Ross 
said: ‘This is extremely en-
couraging news for tourism 
businesses in the Argyll and 
the Isles region. These statistics 
are another endorsement of 
the continuing strength of the 

industry and the product which 
we have to offer. The figures for 
our attractions come hot on the 
heels of last week’s announce-
ment of the finalists in the 
Highlands and Islands Tourism 
Awards, where Argyll and the 
Isles businesses took more than 
30 per cent of the shortlisted 
places. 

‘We work extremely hard at 
making sure our visitors have 
the best possible experience 
when they visit Argyll and the 
Isles, and receiving this confir-
mation is a fantastic indicator 
that we are on the right track.’ 

Jane Young, manager of 
Inveraray Castle, added: ‘We 
are absolutely delighted with 
the number of visitors choosing 
to visit Inveraray Castle this 
season, which is a large increase 
on last year’s figures. It is very 
encouraging to see the tourists 
have come from far and wide, a 
majority from overseas as well 
as from the domestic market.’

Graduation total hits 985
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s 2016 graduates, teaching sta�  and honorary guests.

SKYE’S Gaelic college Sabhal 
Mòr Ostaig held its graduation 
ceremony on October 7, bring-
ing its number of graduates to 
985 since the ceremony started 
in 1985.

The strength and depth of 
education at the college was to 
the fore once again, with one 
graduate receiving the award 
for the best UHI dissertation 
on a subject related to the 
Highlands and Islands and two 
post-graduate students being 
awarded PhDs. 

The ceremony also included 
an award for two leading fig-
ures from the world of Gaelic 
literature, who received the 
Sàr Ghàidheal honour in rec-
ognition of their tremendous 
contribution to the language 
and its culture.

The college’s vice-principal 
and director of studies, John 
Norman MacLeod, said: ‘We 
are particularly delighted that 
there are over 50 students grad-
uating again this year and that 

the graduates have achieved 
such high academic standards, 
with 20 gaining BA, BA (Hons), 
MSc and PhD awards. 

‘With nearly 1,000 students 
having graduated from the 
college to date, undoubtedly 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s graduates 
have had a significant impact on 
the maintenance and regenera-
tion of Gaelic.’

Among those receiving awards 
for academic excellence was 
Dr Christopher Dracup, who 
graduated with a first-class BA 
(honours) in Gaelic Language 
and Culture and who received 
the prestigious Highland Socie-
ty of London Award for the best 
Highlands and Islands-themed 
dissertation in the humanities 
and Gaelic subject network by 
an undergraduate student.

Dr Dracup’s association with 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig goes back 
to 1974 when he attended one 
of the first short courses to be 
delivered at the college. Dr 
Dracup, now retired, lectured 

in psychology at Northumbria 
University and completed his 
degree via distance learning. 
His dissertation was entitled: 
The origins of the valedictory 
form in John Carswell’s poem 
‘Adhmad Beag’.

The outstanding contributions 
of publisher Lisa Storey and 
poet Aonghas MacNeacail to 
Gaelic literature and culture 
were recognised when they were 
awarded the Sàr Ghàidheal 

honour. Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s 
principal, Professor Boyd 
Robertson, said: ‘The recipients 
of the Sàr Ghàidheal awards 
this year have made impressive 
contributions to Gaeldom in 
a variety of ways. They have 
extended and enriched the 
canon of Gaelic literature, Lisa 
through her initiatives in pub-
lishing and Aonghas through 
his writing and poetry. 

‘They have also been ardent and 

relentless advocates on behalf 
of their language and heritage. 
They both broke new ground, 
Lisa as the first teacher in Cen-
tral Primary School in Inverness 
when Gaelic medium education 
was introduced there in 1985 
and Aonghas as the winner of 
the prestigious Scottish Writer 
of the Year award in 1997 for his 
third poetry collection, A Proper 
Schooling and Other Poems.’

The increasing strength of the 
college’s research programme 
was evidenced as two students 
were awarded a PhD – Joni Bu-
chanan from Lewis and Eleanor 
MacDougall from Lochaber. 
This is the first time that two 
PhD students have graduated 
from Sabhal Mòr Ostaig in the 
same year.

Dr Gillian Munro, deputy 
director of education, com-
mented: ‘We are so proud of the 
enormous effort made by Joni 
and Eleanor over the years, and 
we are extremely proud of their 
research work.’

This year’s MA (Hons) Gaelic with Education graduates pictured 
with Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s vice-principal, John Norman MacLeod.
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SCOTTISH and Southern Electricity Networks (SSEN) 
is to hold a second series of consultation events later this 
month to seek views on plans for transmission reinforce-
ment work in north Argyll.

The existing transmission overhead lines in the area 
were built in the late 1950s and early 1960s to support 
hydro power stations and provide a more secure elec-
tricity supply. 

The open consultation drop-in events will be held on 
Monday October 24 at Taynuilt Village Hall from 2pm 
to 7.30pm; Tuesday October 25 at Kilchrenan Village 
Hall from 2pm to 7.30pm; Wednesday October 26 at 
Portsonachan Village Hall from 2pm to 7.30pm and 
Thursday October 27 at Dalmally Community Centre 
from 2pm to 7.30pm.

Anyone unable to attend can obtain information by 
contacting SSEN liaison manager Kelly Scott at kelly.
scott@sse.com or on 07342 026270 or by visiting www.
ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/north-argyll

TRANSOCEAN, the company that owns the oil rig that 
grounded at Dalmore in the Western isles, is to give the 
local community £120,000 in recognition of residents’ 
patience and hospitality.

The money will be split between Dalmore and Carlo-
way and an island-wide fund to help Western Isles young 
people take part in sporting events on the mainland. AN OBAN sheltered 

housing complex has been 
recognised for its excellence 
in food safety and hygiene.

Bield’s Torosay Court has 
been awarded an Eat Safe 
Award, run by national 
agency Food Standards 
Scotland in conjunction 
with Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil.

Awards are only allocat-
ed when a business has 
achieved consistently high 
food hygiene and training 
standards beyond what 
is required by law. This 
reassures consumers that 
the food served in premises 
with the coveted Eat Safe 
seal of approval is prepared 
with the utmost care.

Fiona McLaren, catering 
officer at Bield, said: ‘We 
are delighted the hard work 
put in at Torosay Court has 
been recognised with this 
respected award, highlight-
ing the standards we set 
ourselves at Bield.’

Torosay Court is one of 
11 Bield developments 
presented with the award in 
Scotland. 

SEPTEMBER’S winners of the Kilmore 100 Club were 
R Thomas, who won £200 and I MacDonald, who won 
£100. The October winner of £100 was C Sillett.

IN LAST week’s paper we published a story about phar-
macist John McNulty retiring. 

The article referred to Mr McNulty taking over his 
pharmacy from Mr Jim Tough.

Unfortunately, we misspelled Mr Tough’s name. We 
apologise for this error and for any distress caused.

OBAN’S Rockfield Centre 
won a Rural Parliament 
Award after winning nearly 
half the votes cast in a na-
tional poll.

On the centre’s behalf, 
chairman of Oban Com-
munities Trust Gordon 
McNab received this year’s 
Rural Innovators Award 
for Land, as an example of 
exciting rural innovation, at 
a presentation in Brechin.

Oban Communities Trust 
completed the community 
purchase of the building in 
less than a year and activi-
ties are already breathing 
life into the community huts 
and the B-listed building. 

The main aim of the Rock-
field Centre is to create a 
cultural ‘hub’ to celebrate 

A SLATE Islands exhibition called ‘200 
years of island community: people, his-
tory, change and renewal’ on the isles of 
Seil, Easdale and Luing goes on display 
at Seil Hall in Ellenabeich, on October 22 
and 23.

The weekend exhibition, organised by 
the Scottish Slate Islands Heritage Trust 
based in the Ellenabeich Museum, brings 
together ‘a blitz of research’ gathered 
over five months by at least 25 volunteers. 

‘People came into the museum with 
research but we did not have room in our 
tiny museum, so we decided to have an 
exhibition,’ explained trust chairman Mi-
chael Shaw. ‘We have roughly 10 autono-
mous teams of volunteers researching the 
islands’ development over 200 years.

‘The project has attracted so much 
attention in the community; so many 
people have come forward with so much 
stuff. We’ve been helped tremendously by 
the older families who hold the archives 
- perhaps just shoeboxes of letters under 
the bed - and the newer arrivals who have 
an interest in the islands and bring new 
skills. Everyone has pulled together. It’s 
very exciting.’ 

Exhibition highlights include ‘ex-
traordinary’ research into the names of 
local soldiers engraved on Balvicar War 
Memorial – how they died and what hap-
pened to the families left behind – plus 
‘all the minutiae of life between the wars’, 
said Mr Shaw. 

Another team has created a presen-
tation reproducing a live round battery 
exercise on Easdale at the end of the 19th 
century, while another team reveals a sur-

vey of Easdale’s old industrial buildings 
beside maps of the island dating from 
1600 to 2015 charting the development of 
its names and places. 

Other documents show attempted de-
velopments in the area, such as a plan to 
build three pubs in Clachan, Ardmaddy 
and Cuan, a railway between Oban to 
Easdale around 1900 and, perhaps most 
ambitious of all, a plan to build a canal 
from Loch Awe to Crinan in 1793.

There will also be displays of ‘then 
and now’ photographs including one set 
showing 19th century quarrymen rowing 
in Easdale’s regatta beside islanders 
rowing the community ‘Selkie’ skiff 130 
years later. 

Luing History Group is giving a presen-
tation too and another team describes 
the life of one commercial family on the 
islands who worked in the shop, haulage, 
on the buses and at the slate quarries at 
their height.

‘The exhibition brings it all to life,’ said 
Mr Shaw. 

‘I hope it is going to last as a real legacy 
and I hope we will have more people inter-
ested in our history and have a coherent 
plan for saving it. Things that don’t seem 
important are thrown away. It would be 
tragic to see historical documents in the 
bin because there was nothing else to do 
with it. 

‘It should be digitalised, saved and 
stored safely, and it would be a wonderful 
thing if someone young took this on.’ 

The free exhibition opens between 
10.30am and 4.30pm on Saturday and 
Sunday October 22 and 23.

TIREE High School’s gala day on October 1 raised a 
staggering £2,569.39. 
A further £250 was raised at the school disco and £140 
from the pupils’ dress down day. 

The money will go towards funding school trips.

AFTER being closed for 10 months for extensive reno-
vation, Brander Lodge Hotel has re-opened its doors to 
the public.

Work at the hotel included re-wiring, plumbing, roof-
ing, insulation, double-glazing and many other jobs, with 
many unforeseen problems to overcome.

Twenty-one bedrooms have been refurbished, the 
bar area has trebled in size, the kitchen has been fully 
renovated and a large function suite incorporating a 
bistro dining room, atrium lounge and breakfast room 
has been added.

There is also more parking at the front of the hotel.
Owner David Keat and his staff are keen to show off 

the ‘new’ Brander Lodge Hotel to the local community 
and would be happy to show people around.

Western Isles

Taynuilt

The Brander Lodge Hotel has re-opened after exten-
sive refurbishment.

Dalmally

Tiree

Kilmore

Lochgilphead

art, culture, history and 
heritage and to embrace 
education, enterprise and 
community well-being.

The Scottish Rural Par-
liament’s national co-ordi-
nator Emma Cooper said: 
‘The Rockfield Centre is a 
great example of rural inno-
vation in the land field. This 
project received almost 
50 per cent of votes in the 
public poll.’ 

Gordon McNab said: ‘We 
are so delighted to have won 
this award which gives us 
national recognition. 

‘This is a hugely innovative 
project driven for and by the 
community and gaining this 
award illustrates how much 
public support there is for 
the Rockfield Centre.’

Gordon McNab with the 
Rural Innovators award.

Oban innovation award 

New exhibition brings 
the slate islands to life 

The hills are lonely 
TODAY is the end of the annual stag stalking season 
in Scotland and the last day male red deer may be 
legally killed on unfenced hills without a licence. 

The weather this year has been exceptionally fine, 
the best for many years. 

Unfortunately the same cannot be said of the num-
ber of deer around. From one end of Scotland to the 
other, stalkers are complaining stags are scarce, which 
is hardly surprising. 

For the past decade, thousands of deer have been 
unnecessarily slaughtered to meet European Union 
Habitat Directives from which common sense should 
have dictated they be largely exempt. 

It is thanks to this political correctness that numbers 
have fallen to an all-time low and why many Highland 
people voted to leave Europe. 

As long as giddy conservation groups see the 
Highlands as a vast theme park and the government 
continues to lure landowners into planting millions of 
trees of the wrong kind and in the wrong place and 
fill their heads with ridiculous rewilding schemes and 
indecently large grants, deer will be treated as vermin. 

Enclosures for trees and long-gone species need high 
wire fences which are a danger to both man and beast.

A sad end to a wonderful wild animal. Photograph by Iain 

Thornber.

Last weekend I found the remains of a stag tangled 
up in the perimeter fence of a new woodland scheme 
in Lochaber. 

Death, when it eventually came, would have been 
through stress, starvation and the removal of its eyes 
by raptors - probably while it was still alive. 

One thing against the unfortunate beast was the 
strong tensile wire. No matter how hard it was twisted, 
it became shorter until, finally, the stag was brought to 
its knees and drowned days later in a pool of its own 
making. This animal met a cruel and agonising end 
because the fencers left surplus material behind and 
the applicant failed to check the fence regularly.  

Scottish Natural Heritage maintains deer are a 
threat to the countryside and say 75 per cent of the 
population should be shot because they eat trees. 

Those who stalk and support deer argue they provide 
vital employment in rural areas and are important for 
our national brand image. They are also one of the last 
great wilderness herds of large grazing mammals in 
Europe. You would need to go to Africa before you 
would find anything like it. 

There are those who kill animals and those who don’t 
and neither the twain shall meet. The psychology of 
why anyone would get pleasure from a sport whose 
perceived objective is to blow a hole in the side of 
something as beautiful as a deer bothers some, and 
so it should. People who have never done any stalking 
often have a concept of it being about a bunch of 
‘Hooray Henrys’ blazing away to make up for the lack 
of primeval excitement in their lives or for some macho 
charge that each death gives them. The reality is very 
different. 

The sport, if you want to call it that, is in the stalk, not 
pulling the trigger. Using modern, high-velocity rifles 
and accompanied by professional stalkers who have 
had to pass tests in animal welfare and marksmanship 
and have an unrivalled knowledge of the natural his-
tory of the hill, means there is little room for mistakes. 

Stalking is the art of approaching a wild animal with-
out disturbing it. Shooting it is the removal of selected 
animals for the benefit of the majority. The objective is 
to end up with a population within which the deer are 
healthy and thriving; where there is a proper ratio of 
sexes and ages and whose demand for food will be in 
balance with what is available when it is at its scarcest.  

The notion that stalking was reserved for the elite is 
wrong. It was essentially the sport of the clansmen - 
the rank and file - and, as shown in Gaelic literature, it 
formed an important part of their daily lives.

Red deer are as old as the hills. They are the descen-
dents of the huge European stags that walked across 
the dry floor of the North Sea at the end of the Ice 
Age. 

Allan Cameron, who in 1932 wrote ‘The Wild Red 
Deer of Scotland’  - one of the best books on the 
subject - said: ‘The march of civilisation has destroyed 
their forests, ploughed their pastures, circumscribed 
their bounds and made them a lesser race than their 
mighty ancestors, but their pedigree is none the less 
unimpeachable and the successful sportsman spills the 
blue blood of prehistoric times.’ Perhaps the deer need 
rewilding!

Scotland’s deer deserve a new start and could get it 
if Holyrood would only recognise they are a national 
treasure. 

A way forward would be to remove the deer portfolio 
from Scottish Natural Heritage and re-establish the 
former independent Red Deer Commission staffed by 
professional, working stalkers and fewer theorists.  

Demosthenes, a Greek statesman and orator of 
ancient Athens, counselled his audience to shape their 
future by the best of their past. That should be the 
guiding principle behind sensible and practical deer 
management in Scotland today.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

www.facebook.com/obantimes

YOUNGSTERS in Dunbeg got together to 
create a ‘Guy ’ for the village’s bonfire and 
firework display on Saturday November 5.

The event, which will take place at Loch-
nell Road car park near the cycle path, has 
been organised by the community. 

Residents took to social media to gather 

interest for the event and received dona-
tions to fund the activities. The bonfire 
will be lit at 8pm with the fireworks at 
8.30pm. Entry will be by donation, with all 
proceeds going to Dunbeg Primary School. 
There will also be burger, bottle and raffle 
stalls at the event.

STRATH of Appin Prima-
ry School pupils collected 
boxes of food for Oban’s 
HOPE Kitchen. 

The P4-7 children have 
been learning about the 
work of various charities 
including The Dog Trust, 
Argyll Beats Cardiovascu-
lar Disease, British Heart 
Foundation, Oxfam and 
Diabetes UK and were de-
lighted when Lorraine King 
from HOPE Kitchen came 
to the school to talk to them 
about the valuable work this 
local charity does. Family 
and friends joined pupils 
and staff at a special ‘Por-
ridge Smiles’ breakfast just 
before the school holidays 
to raise awareness of Mary’s 
Meals which provides 
breakfast for more than a 
million children every day.

Charity spotlight at Strath of Appin

Dunbeg

High food safety and 
hygiene standards at 

Torosay Court, Oban, have 
been recognised with an 

award.  

High food 
hygiene 
standards
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61YEARS AGO The North Argyll 
Eventide Home was opened by the 
people of  Oban to provide a caring 
environment for the elderly of  the area.
Today, fully modernised, it continues 
to provide exceptional residential and 
respite care for our old people. With 
consistent top scores at every inspection, 
Oban can be extremely proud to have 
such a high quality facility. 

For more information please contact:
North Argyll Eventide Home Association Ltd. 

North Argyll House, Connel Rd, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
01631 562168    info@northargyllhouse.org

 www.northargyllhouse.org

SKILLS BY FLEXIBLE STUDY

GAIN FANTASTIC

COURSES AVAILABLE
• NC HORSE CARE
• EQUINE FLEXIBLE STUDIES (HNC, HND)
• BA(HONS) EQUINE BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

Contact: Liz Bell   E: knockloam1@btinternet.com   T: 01667 493853

Scottish 
Calendars 2017

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM
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The Royal National Mòd is in full swing this week in the 
Western Isles and among those taking part in the children’s 

competitions was Skye’s Jamie Tyler who attends Sgoil Mhic-
Neacail in Stornoway. Don’t miss our eight pages of unrivalled 

coverage in this week’s Oban Times.  17_t44mod2016_jamie_tyler

Drivers in uproar over new 
supermarket car park rules

Film show hitch 
leads to refund

Fort trio land it 
lucky in lottery
THREE people from Fort 
William are celebrating a 
win in the People’s Postcode 
Lottery.

Guisach Terrace residents 
who play the game won 
£1,000 after PH33 7JN was 
drawn on Friday October 14.

One resident won £2,000 
as they play with two tickets.

CINEMA goers are being 
o� ered a full refund from the 
Nevis Centre after a Saturday 
screening was cancelled fol-
lowing a projection failure.

Bridget Jones’ Baby was set 
to hit the screen of the Fort 
William centre last Saturday, 
when it had to be called o� .

Nevis Centre assistant 
manager Danny Conlon said: 
‘We do a pre-run of the � lms 
and we were having problems 
with it then. We didn’t want 
the projector to fail half way 
through the � lm because 
people would have been even 
more disappointed.’

Mr Conlon continued: ‘We 
hope to arrange a date for a 
free showing of Bridget Jones’ 
Baby for people who had tick-
ets to see it.’

SIGNS suggesting blue badge 
holders will be fined for over 
staying their welcome in a Fort 
William supermarket car park 
have caused uproar on social 
media.

A post appeared on the ‘Buy, 
Sell, Swap Lochaber’ Facebook 
page this week informing 
members that new signs had 
been installed in Morrisons 
car park. The signs, which read 
‘blue badge holders only’, were 
understood by many to restrict 
people with disabilities from 
using the car park for more than 
two hours and also stated ‘no 
return within two hours’.

The post, by user Louis G Low-
ry, encouraged badge holders to 
take their registration number in 
store and speak to a manager to 
avoid a fine but still people were 
confused and incensed. 

More than 80 people com-
mented in less than 24 hours 
with some expressing concern 
they are unable to complete 
their shopping within two hours 
because of medical complaints.  
Others felt it would impinge on 
people who had to return to the 
shop after realising they had 

An £85 charge will be imposed for those who fail to comply with 
the terms and conditions. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

simply forgotten an item. A duty 
manager at the Fort William 
store said: ‘Sometimes you ar-
rive at the store at 9am and you 
are already struggling to find a 
space. There can be about 50 to 
60 people who use the car park 
daily just because they work half 
a mile away and they never come 
into the store.  Other people 
park and then jump on the bus 
or the train.  So if there are 
around 500 spaces and you have 
the best part of 100 people using 
it as a commuter car park, and 

then 60 to 70 staff on site at any 
one time looking for spaces, it 
becomes a nightmare. It will get 
quieter during October because 
people no longer have to pay for 
the council car parks but for the 
most part it’s ridiculous.’

The manager did not want to 
comment on the parameters 
of the restrictions but said: 
‘People who hold these badges 
can come in and register and 
they won’t be fined. There is no 
attempt to fine people who use 
the store, only those who don’t.’

The supermarket debate coin-
cides with the re-introduction 
of traffic wardens in the area 
who went on duty at the start 
of October and started issuing 
fines on Tuesday October 18. 

Online, confusion also centred 
on whether these ‘parking eye’ 
fines in Morrisons were enforce-
able and whose responsibility 
that would be.

Brian Murphy, councillor for 
Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan, said: ‘I think the two hours 
maximum is for anyone, not just 
blue badge holders but that is 
the sign I saw too.  Morrisons 
car park is a private car park 
so it’s not governed by a road 
traffic act.’  

Mr Murphy added: ‘I noticed 
they have CCTV cameras in op-
eration so if people are over the 
two hours it is possible a charge 
could be sent out in the post.  
But the police and the council 
will take nothing to do with it.’

The Highland Council 
confirmed the car park was 
not its responsibility and that 
conditions would be a matter 
for Morrisons to oversee.
Morrisons’ media team was 
ontacted by The Oban Times 
but failed to respond before the 
paper went to press.

Hitting the right notes at Mòd

WITH A PROUD HERITAGE SPANNING MORE THAN 112 YEAR, SCOTTISH FIELD 
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Days gone by – at Inveraray

Glasgow Letter

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

Mòd fever 
I AM writing this column from a 
lovely house in starry Shawbost away 
out on the west side of Lewis. 

On Monday morning, I headed into 
Stornoway for a week at the Royal 
National Mòd – beginning with two 
competitions with my wee choir, the 
Glasgow Islay Juniors. 

By the time this paper goes to print, 
our competition will be over and, 
whether we win or lose, I think I can 
safely say the kids will have had a great 
time in Stornoway and will have done 
themselves proud in the process – as I’m 
sure is the case for so many other junior 
competitors throughout the week. 

Good luck to everyone competing. 

Clydebank ceilidh 
THE Clydebank Highlanders had 
a successful ceilidh on Friday night 
with a great turn-out of patrons. 

The ceilidh was chaired by the 
Reverend Fred Booth, and the 
singers were Sheena Walker, Mary C 
MacLean, and Alasdair Whyte. Luke 
Pringle was the piper, and Ryan the 
fiddler, with Kirsteen Grant accom-
panying the singers as well as playing 
for some community singing. 

Best wishes were sent to Neil Bu-
chanan, husband of president Chris-
tine, who is at present in hospital. 

Condolences had been sent to the 
families of Kenny MacLean, Isa Bick-
erstaff (for many years a committee 
member), Grace Jameson and very 
dear friend of the association, Angus 
MacPhee. Angus’s sons, Billy and Ian, 
are both ceilidh stalwarts. 

The association was pleased to see 
Angus’s daughter Mairi with her son 
Lewis, who recently joined his uncles 
onstage with his pipes at an Erskine 
ceilidh and brought the house down. 

Also in attendance was Angus’s 
daughter-in-law, Caroline, and baby 
Ioan who, at eight weeks old, was 
making his first appearance at a 
Clydebank ceilidh. 

Angus’s eldest son George lives 
in England, and the association’s 
thoughts are with them all at this time.

Gathering’s line-up
THE line-up for the Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Association annual gath-
ering concert (details in the What’s 
on section) is as follows: chairman 
is Marisa MacDonald; singers are 
Murdo Wasp MacDonald, Mairi 
Maclennan, Calum Alex Macmillan, 
and Catriona Macneil; and the accor-
dionist is Charles MacLeod.

 Admission is £10 and children get in 
for free. The concert will go on until 
roughly 10.30pm at which point the 
dance will begin in the same venue 
until 2am.

What’s on
Friday October 28: Glasgow Uist 
and Barra Association Ceilidh in the 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street.
Friday October 28: The First Ever 
Eriskay Annual Gathering in the 
Glasgow University Union. 
Saturday October 29: Glasgow 
Skye Association Marag Supper in 
the Crawford Hall, Beith Street at 
7.30pm.
Thursday November 3: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association An-
nual Dinner, Pond Hotel, 7.15pm for 
7.30pm.
Friday November 4: Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Association Annual Gath-
ering Concert, Glasgow University 
Union, 7.30pm. 
Friday 4 November: Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Association Annual 
Dance, Glasgow University Union, 
10.30pm-2am. 

Pub scene 
Park Bar. 
Friday October 21: Beinn Lee.
Saturday October 22: Trail West. 
Sunday October 23: Beinn Lee.

Islay Inn. 
Friday October 21: Crooked Reel.
Saturday October 22: The Raggaels.
Wednesday October 26: quiz night. 

THA MI A’ SGRÌOBHADH seo 
is am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail air 
fosgladh le othail ciùil agus òran, mar 
bu dual, ann an Steòrnabhagh. 

An dèidh aimsir beagan caoc-
hlaideach aig toiseach gnothaich tha 
cùisean a’ togail orra agus tha sinn 
a’ guidhe  aig a’ char as lugha gum 
faigh a’ chloinn sìde mhath airson 
an cuid fhèin den Mhòd.  ‘S e pàirt 
chudromach den dìleab a th’ aig gach 
Mòd, Ionadail agus Nàiseanta, gum 
bi cuimhne mhath aig an òigridh air 
an tachartas agus gum bi iad air am 
brosnachadh leantainn leis a’ chànan 
agus cumail ga foillseachadh is ga 
cleachdadh aig Mòdan agus nam 
beatha làitheil feadh na dùthcha. Gun 
teagamh ‘s e fàs ann an cleachdadh 
na Gàidhlig agus ann an àireamh 
luchd-ionnsachaidh agus fhileantaich 
am prìomh amas a dh’fheumas a bhith 
aig Plana Nàiseanta na Gàidhlig, agus 
‘s e prìomh dhùbhlan dha Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig na h-iomairtean leasachaidh 
as èifeachdaiche a dh’ionnsaigh a 
chinn-uidhe sin aithneachadh agus a 
neartachadh.

Mar a bhiodh dùil, chaidh mòran 
a ràdh mun chànan ann an òraidean 

fosglaidh a’ Mhòid agus ged nach robh 
duine ag àicheadh a’ chunnairt anns 
am  bheil a’ Ghàidhlig, bha cuideachd 
mothachadh air iomadh sochair a 
bhuinnigeadh mar thaic dhi thar fiù’s 
nan deich bliadhna fichead a chaidh. 
Bu chòir an leudachadh air foghlam 
tro mheadhan a’ chànain, fàs seirb-
heis craolaidh, cothroman agus soirb-
heachadh anns na h-ealain Ghàidhlig, 
agus Achd na Gàidhlig, uile a  bhith 
na mhisneachadh dha luchd-cleach-
daidh is luchd-taice a’ chànain, a’ 
brosnachadh an tuilleadh spàirn a 
dh’ionnsaigh Gàidhlig ath-bheot-
hachadh. Thuirt Ceann-suidhe a’ 
Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich gum bheil 
an t-seann nòs a tha làidir fhathast 
ann an dualchas nan Eileanan Siar 
airidh air aithne agus dìon UNESCO.

Ach nuair a bhruidhneas tu ri 
daoine òga mun Ghàidhlig, tha 
mòr-chuid dhiubh ga meas mar 
chultar sheann-fhasanta nach eil 
tarraingeach dhaibh ged a tha iad 
a’ tuigsinn gum buin e dhaibh. Tha 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig agus MG Alba glè 
mhothachail gum feumar an dùbhlan 
sin a fhreagairt ma tha dòchas gu 
bhith aig a’ Ghàidhlig, agus rinn 

an consairt Ar Cànan ‘s ar Ceòl air 
Iomall a’ Mhòid ann an Steòrnabhagh 
Disathairne seo chaidh ceum air an 
t-slighe le còrr air ceud, sean is òg, a’ 
seinn, a’ dannsa, agus ri ceòl de gach 
seòrsa!  “Dh’iarrainn barrachd seinn” 
thuirt fear, agus bha tèile a’ gearan 
gun robhas a’ lìbhrigeadh cuirm 
Ghàidhlig ann an Gàidhlig!   

Tha margaideachd ri deànamh, agus 
bidh Am Mòd aig a chridhe!

GROWING everyday use and speaker 
numbers is a priority of every national 
plan for Gaelic, and that target requires 
enthusiastic adoption of the language 
and culture by young people. 

An excellent Hebridean musical 
showcase on the National Mod fringe 
in Stornoway last Saturday took a 
step in that process when more than 
100 artistes of all ages celebrated 
Gaelic culture through song, dance 
and music. But the scale of the mar-
keting challenge was underlined by a 
complaint that a Gaelic concert was 
presented in Gaelic. 

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Argyll administration 
lets down the people
Sir,
MSPs are complaining that due to the 
late autumn statement by the Chan-
cellor Philip Hammond they will only 
have 15 weeks for scrutiny of the 2017 
Scottish draft budget. 

Under the Liberal Democrat-Con-
servative-Independent administration 
at Argyll and Bute Council, we are 
lucky to get 15 minutes for scrutiny 
before amendments are required.

The advice from Audit Scotland ‘to 
facilitate more transparent scrutiny 
of budgets, members should consider 
circulating proposals for significant 
changes to the budgeting pack in ad-
vance of the council meeting, ideally 
with agenda papers’ is ignored. 

The SNP always published its budget 
four weeks ahead of the budget meet-
ing to allow for proper scrutiny and to 
try to reach consensus.

The £10 million of administration 
cuts this year are now starting to bite. 
The administration took more than 
a year to decide its cuts but was still 
unable to control its overspending and 
had to be bailed out by an extra £1.7 
million of cuts secretly provided by the 
[then] chief executive. In contrast, the 
SNP amendment balanced the budget 
without management help, retained 
an extra £1.4 million in education and 
protected more jobs.

With only four months to go before 
the budget meeting in February, the 
administration has put no plan to 
the council to deal with its forecast 
overspend next year. 

The council leader has stated the 
projected overspend next year could 
be even greater than the £10.5 million 
forecast by council officers. The 
administration at Argyll and Bute 
Council is sleepwalking to another 
panic round of savage and thoughtless 
cuts to services.

It is reckless and irresponsible of 
the administration not to put forward 
any plans to deal with its overspend 
next year and to reject SNP proposals 
to take forward a budget process. 
The SNP approach would have been 
inclusive and transparent but the 
administration prefers to stick its col-
lective head in the sand and operate 
in secrecy.

The behaviour of the administration 
will no doubt require further inter-
vention from Audit Scotland and the 
Accounts Commission but it is the 
people of Argyll and Bute who will 
continue to suffer for the failures of 
the current administration.

Councillor James Robb,
Argyll and Bute Council. 

NHS 24 and hospital 
sta�  were fantastic
Sir,
I recently had to access NHS 24 on 
its new telephone number 111 on 
a Sunday to obtain the emergency 
extraction of an abscessed decayed 
molar, with the added complication 
of having suffered anaphylactic shock 
some years ago.

The courteous, prompt, efficient, 

friendly and kindly service I received 
from NHS 24 and Lorn and Islands 
District General Hospital in Oban, 
the accident and emergency depart-
ment, Sister Jane White and her staff, 
and dentist Sam Wood and his staff 
was exemplary.

Waiting time in A&E was five min-
utes while they checked my records 
and readings, and five minutes again 
in the new emergency dental clinic 
while I filled in forms.

This must surely be a British hospi-
tal record. Thank you NHS 24 and the 
hospital staff.

Margaret MacKay,
Achinreir, Barcaldine.

There are alternative 
providers of training
Sir,
I write regarding your front page arti-
cle in The Oban Times on October 6 on 
the closure of Argyll Training. 

It is always sad to see any business 
close and for jobs to be lost but local 
businesses and people looking for 
work should be aware that there are 
other training providers operating in 
Argyll and Bute who offer training 
services without any funding from the 
local council or central government.

In my case, despite the downturn 
in demand for training, I have con-
tinued to offer face-to-face training 
in local areas, including the islands, 
for groups of people from businesses, 
charities and individuals seeking to 
gain worthwhile qualifications. 

Despite competition from online 
training providers, many people still 
feel the benefit of meeting in a room 
with a group of people. It offers net-
working opportunities and the chance 
to ask questions and, therefore, even 
when courses are not profitable, 
wherever it is possible I will continue 
to offer this service to the people and 
businesses of Argyll.

Sheila Baird,
EnCaT, Lochgilphead.

Tribute to those who 
died at the Somme
Sir,
I’m sure you are well aware that the 
First World War Battle of the Somme 
in 1916 was entering its final days at 
about this time of year.

Apparently the accepted recorded 
date on which hostilities concluded 
was November 19, 1916 (approximate-
ly). This is my commemorative poem 
on this horrific event.

Iain Scott Rae
North Esk Road, Edzell.

Lament to the Somme
‘Over the top’ to the pipes and the 
whistle
men and boys frae the land o’ the 
saltire and thistle,
Bravely they walked as ordered to do
by generals who simply hadn’t a clue,
Of modern warfare and its 
destructive power,
might have caused others to halt and 
cower.

Instead shoulder to shoulder they 
marched that day
never fl inching as they stepped where 
comrades lay,
On the Somme’s bloody fi elds so far, 
far away
onwards they trod over barbed wire 
and clay,
So many that day fell in the early light
No man’s land was a fearful sight.

Yet the numbers who died on that fi rst 
day of horror
were followed by many during ninety 
of sorrow,
The battle raged on from July to 
November
towards its end the Jocks struggled to 
remember,
The distances won over these awful 
times
measured only in inches at the 
Somme’s foreign climes.

All over our land war memorials 
show
names by rank and regiment, row on 
row,
Those listed gave both their lives and 
their youth
the promise of ‘the war to end all 
wars’ stretched the truth,
Causing mothers and wives to weep 
and to wail
within a generation that pledge was 
to fail.

Rural communities 
are being sidelined
Sir,
In a recent Holyrood debate on rural 
communities, shadow rural affairs 
secretary Peter Chapman said the 
SNP had ‘turned its back’ on the 
countryside.

He also said: ‘Nationalists were too 
focused on centralising things in the 
central belt and their obsession with 
independence was distracting from 
governing communities up and down 
Scotland.’

The shocking delay in single farm 
payments is just one example of this. It 
is a very worrying trend that is coming 
from the SNP-led government.

We in Scotland’s rural communities 
are constantly being sidelined in 
these one-size-fits-all SNP policies. 
Scotland’s rural communities deserve 
better.

Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Time for another 
vote on Brexit
Sir,
Now that everyone has experienced 
the minor upheaval caused by Brexit, 
perhaps it is time for a second EU 
referendum. 

Remainers could win my vote this 
time round were they only prepared 
to offer minor concessions like 
blue passports, the right to sell 
petrol by the gallon and a return to 
weather forecasts in comprehensible 
units.

John Eoin Douglas,
Spey Terrace, Edinburgh.

This period picture was taken at the Loch Fyne Hotel at Inveraray and shows Donald Clark and his wife Jennifer in the 
Harness Room cocktail bar. But does anyone know when it was taken or where they are now?

Luing residents contacted The Oban Times this week 
bringing the never-ending row over bin collections to 

the fore again.
Householders on the island were upset after their bins 

had been left overflowing with rubbish for around a 
month because of a broken-down bin lorry. 

Understandably, islanders are worried this is just the 
start of what is to come, bearing in mind that Argyll and 

Bute Council’s proposed changes to rubbish collections 
are about to kick in. One resident said while there had 
been difficulties with the collections in the past, they had 
never seen it this bad.

The fact collections are being reduced is bad enough, 
but if council tax payers, particularly those on our islands, 
end up having to cope with stinking refuse and possibly 
vermin because lorries are breaking down, that is not on. 

The Glasgow Islay Junior Gaelic Choir moments before the beginning of their Mòd competition on Monday.

OT
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A MOTHER and son embroiled 
in an assault case were branded 
‘dysfunctional’ in Fort William 
sheriff court last week.

Alastair Torquil MacKen-
zie-Buist stood trial accused 
of assaulting his 78-year-old 
mother Jennifer MacKenzie.

The incident took place in a 
car on July 24, 2015, where it was 
alleged Mr MacKenzie-Buist 
struck the lady while he was 
driving.

Over the course of a two-day 
trial, which started on October 
13, two differing accounts of the 
incident were given.

Mrs MacKenzie, who runs the 
Old Pier House in Fort Augus-
tus, told the court her family 
had been enjoying their annual 
get-together that week at her 
house. On the day in question 
she was travelling towards the 
Corran Ferry from Ardgour 
after having a ‘fun family Fri-
day’ and that she was the sole 
passenger in a car being driven 
by her son Torquil.  

Mrs MacKenzie said she asked 
Torquil, who lives in England, to 
acknowledge passing drivers on 
the single-track road. She said 
she ‘stupidly tried to tell her son 
to do something’ and it caused 
him to ‘erupt into a violent rage’ 
and deliver blows to her head, 
ribs, thighs and shoulders with a 
clenched fist.

The mum-of-three recalled 

A 23-YEAR-old single mother-of-two 
has been fined £500 after admitting 
assaulting her former partner.

Shannen Sweeney, of Rankin Drive, 
Fort William, plead guilty to slapping 
John McMaster on the head and body on 
June 27 this year when she appeared in 
Fort William Sheriff Court last Wednes-
day, October 12.  

The court heard Sweeney drove into 
Nevis Bank car park after seeing her 
former partner in his car there. The 
pair had been together for more than 

four years and he is the father of both 
her children, but the relationship 
had broken down in March this year.
Sweeney’s solicitor told the court there 
had been a reconciliation in May, how-
ever, things between them had become 
strained once again.  

Around the date of the assault, Sweeney 
had found out Mr McMaster had been in 
a new relationship since March and on 
June 27 the accused went to his car to 
try and ascertain the status of their re-
lationship.  Emotions had been running 

high and matters were made worse when 
Sweeney saw McMaster’s new partner 
come out of the Nevis Bank Inn.  He said 
Sweeney did not know exactly what was 
said thereafter but admits the assault.  
He also reminded the court Mr McMas-
ter, who now lives in Nairn and has no 
contact with the accused or his children, 
had not sustained any lasting injuries and 
Sweeney, who works part-time, had no 
previous convictions.  

Sheriff William Taylor fined Sweeney 
£500 to be repaid at £20 per week.

A MAN who set fire to a holiday cottage 
has been acquitted of attempting to mur-
der 11 people after a jury found he was 
mentally ill at the time of the incident.

On Friday (October 14), a jury found 
on Friday that Kieran Ridley, 32, was 
not criminally responsible for his actions 
at the time he started the blaze at the 
property in Mallaig in October 2015.

Jurors at the High Court in Edinburgh 
returned a not guilty verdict on the sixth 
day of proceedings against Ridley, who 
originally comes from Worcester in 
England.

During proceedings, the court heard 
how Mr Ridley, who worked in IT for 
a number of City of London finance 
companies, regularly abused cannabis, 
cocaine and ketamine. His mental health 
suffered as a consequence of using nar-
cotics. The court heard how he was di-
agnosed as suffering from ‘drug induced 
psychosis’ earlier in 2015.

Despite the verdict of the jury, Mr Rid-
ley will not be released into the commu-
nity. Mental health legislation dictates 
Mr Ridley will be sent to a facility for 
assessment by psychiatrists.

Judge Craig Scott QC made Mr Ridley 
the subject of an interim compulsion 
order. He ordered that Mr Ridley be 
brought before him again at another 
hearing next month.

Judge Scott will then consider whether 
Mr Ridley should continue to remain 
at a specialist facility until a time when 
professionals consider it appropriate that 
he be released back into the community.

Judge Scott added: ‘This case will next 
call before me on November 18 at the 
High Court in Paisley.’

During proceedings, the court heard 
how prosecutors and Mr Ridley’s de-
fence team had agreed Mr Ridley started 
the blaze at the cottage, called Mallaig 
Mhor.

They also agreed Mr Ridley then left 
the property after starting the blaze 
and locked the front and back doors of 

the house. They also agreed he did this 
while knowing that 11 people were inside 
the home. His mother Ann, his brother 
Duncan, his sister Leann and brother-in-
law Mark were also there at the time of 
the incident.

His lawyer, Herbert Kerrigan QC, 
entered a not guilty plea on his client’s 
behalf. He also lodged a special defence 
which stated Mr Ridley wasn’t criminally 
liable for his actions due to him having a 
‘mental disorder’.

As a consequence of the agreement 
between the Crown and defence, much 
of the evidence presented to the jurors 
regarded the state of Mr Ridley’s mental 
health. On the second day of proceed-
ings, his mother Ann, 73, told the court 
her son was a ‘happy go lucky’ child. 
However, Mrs Ridley, who used to help 
run a private school in Worcester, said 
his character changed after he moved to 
London to start working for Dow Jones.

She told the court her son had ‘de-
lusions’ and spoke to her about ‘Big 
Brother’ and the ‘thought police’.

His brother Duncan, 46, told prose-
cution lawyer Geoff Forbes that Kieran 
thought one of his neighbours in London 
was a CIA agent.

Speaking about what Kieran had said to 
him, Mr Ridley said: ‘It was quite matter 
of fact. It was just that the television was 
speaking to him and when he was walk-
ing to work the billboards in the streets 
were talking to him and sometimes the 
computers at work were speaking to him.’

Mr Ridley also told the court that his 
brother used cannabis, cocaine, ecstasy 
and Ketamine, a horse tranquilliser.

The court heard that Kieran’s family 
became so concerned about his mental 
health that they arranged for him to 
see a medic at the Priory Hospital in 
Birmingham in 2013. The court heard 
that a medic there thought Kieran’s 
health would improve if he stopped 
taking illegal substances. He wasn’t given 
medication.

However, Kieran still continued to 
struggle with his mental health. In 2015, 
another doctor in London concluded 
Kieran had ‘drug-induced psychosis’.

Members of Kieran’s family tried to 
cheer him up in the weeks before the 
fire. The court heard they took him to 
their holiday cottage in the Highlands.

But the court heard his mood worsened 
during the time he spent in Mallaig.

His brother-in-law Mark Sainsbury, 
49, told jurors how Kieran told him he 
wanted to ‘get rid’ of his female relatives 
in the hours before the blaze.

Mr Sainsbury said Kieran made the 
remark when they were both chopping 
wood. The businessman said Kieran 
later put the axe he was using to chop 
the wood away because of the ‘thoughts’ 
he was having. He added: ‘Basically, he 
wanted to get Leann, Ann and the girls 
in the family. He said, ‘I hate my mum 
and I hate the girls’. He put the axe back 
in the shed because he was having these 
thoughts.’

Consultant psychiatrist Dr Alistair 
Hay, 57, told jurors he assessed Mr Rid-
ley in the days after the fire at a mental 
health facility in Inverness. He said he 
thought Mr Ridley didn’t have a long-
term mental health problem and thought 
his behaviour could be attributed to his 
drug use.

However, another psychiatrist who 
assessed Mr Ridley after he was arrested 
by police disagreed with Dr Hay’s find-
ings.

Dr James Finlayson told the court he 
thought Mr Ridley was unwell. The court 
also heard that another doctor believed 
Mr Ridley was suffering from paranoid 
schizophrenia.

The jury returned a not guilty verdict.
On Friday, judge Scott ruled Mr Ridley 

be taken to Saughton Prison in Edin-
burgh for an initial assessment within 
seven days. He will then be taken to 
the Hallion Clinic in Perth ahead of his 
appearance at the High Court in Paisley.

CHILDREN across Lochaber had a busy 
time preparing for harvest, taking part in 
many activities at their schools.

Inverlochy Primary School held an open 
morning when pupils enjoyed arts and 
crafts with their parents while little ones 
from Banavie Nursery worked together with 
pupils up to primary seven for their Harvest 
Festival. 

Spean Bridge Primary School held its 
themed assembly on October 6. 

The pupils brought in donations of fruit, 
vegetables, fresh, tinned and packaged 
goods and filled 49 boxes which were 
distributed to senior members of the local 
community.  

Kate MacGillivary, associate head teacher 
at Spean Bridge and Roy Bridge primary 
schools said: ‘Huge thank you to all the 
parents and pupils for the donations, the 
parents who helped to pack the boxes and 
the pupil council which delivered them.  

‘Many thank you cards and responses have 
already been received.’

how she cowered against the 
door of the moving car during 
the assault which left ‘massive 
bruising’.  

Days after the incident, Mrs 
MacKenzie saw a doctor and 
the matter was brought to the 
attention of the police.

Mr MacKenzie-Buist told the 
court the incident occurred 
after crossing the ferry, that his 
mother had reignited an historic 
argument regarding their family 
name and lashed out at him.  
He admitted having ‘knocked’ 
his mother but claimed he had 
sought only to defend himself 
while trying to keep control of 
the car.

Despite Mrs MacKenzie 
saying Torquil, who has severe 
hearing disabilities, was her 
most cherished child, in leading 
the defence, Advocate George 
Gebbie informed the court 
this was not true – at one point 
asking her ‘is it not the case you 
wished this imperfect child was 
dead?’ ‘No’ was the answer.

Torquil’s elder brother James 
Buist also gave evidence and 
said his mother had the ability 
to make up stories. He told the 
court his mother had been vio-
lent in the past towards himself, 
his brother and his nephew, 
and that she had shown ‘severe 
dislike’ towards his brother.

He said: ‘I do not want to be 
standing here testifying against 

my mother but I have no choice.’
Sheriff William Taylor said: 

‘In the course of the evidence 
we have heard it appears this is 
a very dysfunctional family.  All 
sorts of scores are being set by 
various members.

‘With regards to Mrs MacKen-
zie, I found her to be a truthful 
witness.  She was cross examined 
in an extremely forceful manner.  
She had suffered severe injuries 
in a way that is utterly disgrace-
ful for a lady of 78 to endure.
What struck me through the 
case is that no-one asked her of 
her well-being, including her son 
and her grandson.’ 

Sheriff Taylor discussed self 
defence as a special defence, ex-
plaining it was up to the Crown 
to remove any doubt from their 
case which he believed they 
failed to do.

In delivering his verdict of not 
proven, he said he did not find 
Mr MacKenzie-Buist to be a 
truthful witness but rather a 
manipulative person who had 
used his disability to manipulate 
others.  

The Sheriff also stated that 
through the course of the trial, 
he had come to learn the ac-
cused may be in possession of a 
fire arm or a shot gun.

He added: ‘I am disquieted 
that he is such an individual and 
I am sure the Crown will look 
into these matters.’

Spean Bridge Primary School pupils with some 
of the 49 boxes which they distributed to senior 

members of the community.

Banavie Primary School children from 
nursery to primary seven are all smiles at 
this year’s Harvest Festival.  The children, 
pictred with their medals, participated in 
recent triathlons and basketball competi-

tions. Photograph by Abrightside Photopgraphy.

Inverlochy children, helped by their parents, 
make Anderson shelters for their ww2 topic.  

Photograph by Abrightside Photopgraphy.

Woman assaulted former partner

Man mentally ill when he set 
Mallaig holiday cottage on fi re

Family branded  
‘dysfunctional’ 
as court rules 
case unproven

Upper Achintore 
home break-in 
POLICE are investigating after 
a house in Brown Court, Upper 
Achintore, was broken into 
some time between Septem-
ber 21 and 22. 

Anyone with any information 
should contact Fort William 
Police.

A WHITE Renault Kangoo 
van was stolen from Mallaig 
boatyard through the night 
of  October 14. 

The van was later traced 
nearby. Police are appealing 
for any witnesses who may 
have seen the van in Mallaig.  
Anyone with any informa-
tion should contact Mallaig 
or Fort William police.

POLICE FILES

Appeal after car 
stolen from Caol  
ON FRIDAY October 14 
around 4pm, a gold VW Golf 
was stolen from a property 
near Farmfoods in Caol.

Police are appealing for 
any witnesses who may have 
seen the car or anyone act-
ing suspiciously at that time.

The suspect is described 
as 5ft 10ins, slim build, mid- 
20s with shoulder length 
fair or blonde hair, wearing 
a thin, light coloured jacket, 
jeans and carrying a small 
backpack.

Bike snatched in 
Fort William 
BETWEEN 6pm on October 9 
and 2pm on October 10, a bike 
was stolen from outside Bank 
Street Lodge, Fort William. 

Anyone who has seen the 
grey Claud Butler rock moun-
tain bike is are urged to call 
Fort William Police.

Police in hunt for 
Mallaig thieves 

Pupils prepare 
for harvest 
celebrations

40% of our community have 
one or more chronic medical 
conditions. That is approx. 4,500 
people registered with the Lorn 
Medical Practice. These are 
not mere statistics, they are our 
friends, colleagues, neighbours 
and family members. On the 
positive side these conditions can 
be control managed or improved 
by adopting an active healthy 
lifestyle, and we as a community 
can help each other do just that.

This is our challenge – to 
improve the wellbeing of ‘our 
40%’ and for Oban and Lorn 
to become a more active, fitter, 
healthier community. Healthy 
Options is the community 
response to meet that challenge. 
Established in 2011 as a col-
laboration between community 
activators, health professionals 
and fitness professionals. Lorn 
& Oban Healthy Options Ltd 
is an independent social en-
terprise with charitable status. 
Our professional staff support 
clients on their own individual 
health journey dependent on 
their health condition, aspira-
tions and interests. Often this 
starts on a one-to-one basis, 
perhaps moving to Healthy 
Options group activities often 

followed to participating in 
activities in the community. 
These ‘social prescriptions’ 
(non-medical prescriptions) 
can be centre based – we have 
Atlantis Leisure the community 
run sport and leisure centre as 
a delivery partner with a huge 
range of activities available, 
gym, swim, aquarobics, dance, 
‘fit for life’ programme, Perfect 
Posture, Pilates etc etc . Other 
social prescriptions in the com-
munity include walking groups, 
gardening, dancing, bowling. 

Since we took our first clients 
in January 2012 we have sup-
ported nearly 1,000 people to 
positively improve their health 
either through our mainstream 
programme where clients are 
referred by their GP or through 
referral from hospital based 
health professionals. Other peo-
ple are supported through one 
of our specialist programmes 
such as Falls Prevention classes, 
neurological condition classes 
delivered at the MS Centre, 
Tai Chi, self-management, 65+ 
exercise class. 

We are fortunate that living 
in Oban and Lorn we have a 
wonderful healthy environment 
on our doorstep waiting to be 

explored. We also have well 
developed community resourc-
es and valuable community 
assets, strong social networks 
and an in-built community 
resilience to ‘just get on and do 
it’. That is what Oban has done, 
community resources, health 
professionals and ‘our 40%’ all 
come together under Healthy 
Options - a rich mixture with 
so much potential and one 
which our clients have grasped 
with both hands for many their 
progress has been remarkable 
‘life changing’, ‘back at work’, 
‘doorway to a better lifestyle’. 

Together we are making a real 
difference and we can do so 
much more. If you are interest-
ed to learn more about Healthy 
Options, or help as a volunteer 
or fund-raiser then please visit 
our website www.lornhealthyop-
tions.co.uk or telephone 01631 
565113. If you think a Healthy 
Options programme will help 
your health condition please 
remember that this requires a 
medical referral but PLEASE 
DO NOT make a special 
doctor’s appointment solely for 
this purpose, if appropriate you 
will be referred through your 
routine appointments.

Lorn & Oban Healthy 
Options Ltd. 
(Healthy Options)

ADVERTORIAL
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Across

1 Aforementioned (4)

3 In that place (8)

9 Aggravation (7)

10 Poets' feet (5)

11 Approval (3-2)

12 Once a year (6)

14 Discharged from the armed forces (6)

16 Type of case (6)

19 Beast (6)

21 Sing with vibration (5)

24 Close (5)

25 Pass to another (7)

26 Lofty (8)

27 Fast walk (4)

Down

1 Reserved (3-5)

2 Mild sarcasm (5)

4 Cooling container (3,3)

5 Combination (5)

6 Set of kettledrums (7)

7 Annoying tap habit (4)

8 Soak up (6)

13 Neatly maintained (4-4)

15 One in control (7)

17 On the move (6)

18 Arctic transport (6)

20 Recurring decorative theme (5)

22 Lazy person (5)

23 Celebrity (4)
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A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 20 – 
Thursday 27 October 2016

DIARDAOIN 20 DÀMHAIR
THURSDAY 20 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.00 ÙR | NEW: Dè a-nis? – the 
team visit Mòd 2016
19.00 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.25 Binneas: Na Trads – music 
from The Shee (rpt)
19.30 BÈO | LIVE:Mòd 2016 – 
Traditional Medal Finals
21.00 An Là - News
21.10 BÈO | LIVE:Mòd 2016 – 
Traditional Medal Finals

22.00 ÙR | NEW:  Ò Mo 
Dhùthaich / From Uist with Love – 
Episode 5 
22.30 ÙR | NEW:  Aghaidh ri 
Aghaidh – Adidas v Puma
23.20 Earann Eachdraidh – 
History Shorts (rpt)
23.25 Bannan – Gaelic Drama – 
Episode 5 (rpt)
 
DIHAOINE 21 DÀMHAIR
FRIDAY 21 OCTOBER
13.30 BÈO | LIVE: Mòd 2016: 
Là Mòr nan Còisirean Sgìreil – 
Choral Competitions
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Thuige Seo – Fergie 
MacDonald (rpt)
20.00 Seachd – The Inaccessible 
Pinnacle – Film (rpt)
21.30 Dualchas a’ Chaisteil – 

renovating Lews Castle – Episode 5 
(rpt)
22.00 Mòd 2016: Mòd nan 
Còisirean – Mod Choirs
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn - music 
quiz (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 22 DÀMHAIR
SATURDAY 22 OCTOBER
16.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.00 De a-nis? – Mod 2016 (rpt)
19.00 Machair (rpt)
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 An Dùthaich Dìomhair 
– Scotland’s hidden History – 
Episode 1 (rpt)
19.55 Ceilidh @ Blas 2012 – 
music (rpt)
20.30 Alba: 1986 – the news 
making the headlines (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW:  Seirm – music 
from Celtic Connections 2016
22.00 Ball-coise/Football: 
Inverness CT v Kilmarnock

23.00 Silver Darlings (rpt)
24.25 Belladrum 2015 – 
Highlights (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 23 DÀMHAIR
SUNDAY 23 OCTOBER
16.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming 
17.30 De a-nis? (rpt)
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30 Slighe Anndra – the 
Church of Scotland throughout 
Europe (rpt)
19.55 Binneas: Na Trads – music 
short (rpt)
20.00 Eòrpa – Current A� airs (rpt)
20.30 Ò Mo Dhùthaich – From 
Uist with Love – Episode 5 (rpt)
21.00 Murchadh MacPhàrlain – 
The Melbost Bàrd (rpt)
22.00 Ball-coise/Football: 
Partick Thistle v Ross County
22.55 Aghaidh ri Aghaidh – Face 
to Face – Adidas v Puma (rpt)
23.50 Fraochy Bay (rpt)

DILUAIN 24 DÀMHAIR
MONDAY 24 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00 Muir is Tìr – nature and 
wildlife (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.50 Binneas: Na Trads – Tom 
Orr (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Dualchas a’ 
Chaisteil - following the Lews 
Castle renovation – Episode 6
21.00 Trusadh: St. Kilda & The 
Kayak Girls – recreating a historic 
sea crossing (rpt)
22.00 Horo Gheallaidh – Celtic 
music (rpt)
22.30 Mòd 2016 – Mòd na 
Cloinne – The Children’s Mòd

DIMÀIRT 25 DÀMHAIR
TUESDAY 25 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 
18.35 ÙR | NEW: De a-nis? 
19.05 Bailtean Alba – Scotland’s 
towns (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.55 Binneas: Na Trads – 
Malinky (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 Alba: 1987 – the stories 
making the news (rpt)
21.00 Dà Là san Dàmhair – 
award-winning comedy (rpt)
22.00 Dualchas a’ Chaisteil 
– the renovation of Lews Castle – 
Episode 6 (rpt)
22.30 Mòd 2016 – Mòd na 
Cloinne – Children’s Mod

DICIADAIN 26 DÀMHAIR
WEDNESDAY 26 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 Muir is Tìr – Natural History 
(rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.50 Binneas: Na Trads – Tom 
Orr (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa – news 
from around Europe
21.00 Mòd 2016 – The Gold 
Medal Final
23.20 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.25 Horo Gheallaidh – Celtic 
Music sessions (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 27 DÀMHAIR
THURSDAY 27 OCTOBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
17.55 ÙR | NEW: Dè a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 Bailtean Alba – Scotland’s 

towns (rpt)
19.25 Earrann Eachdraidh – 
History Shorts (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language 
(rpt)
19.55 Binneas: Na Trads – 
Malinky (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Ò Mo Dhùtha-
ich / From Uist with Love – Episode 
6 
20.55 Mòd 2016 – Buinn Òir an 
t-Seann Nòis – Traditional Medal 
Finals
23.15 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a 
Gael – Food (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn – music 
quiz (rpt)
24.00 Ball-coise/Football: 
Hamilton Accies v Aberdeen
01.00 Ball-coise/Football: 
Kilmarnock v Hearts

A TRIBUTE to the 
pipers and shinty players 
who lost their lives in 
the First World War 
will be hosted at Stirling 
Castle this month, with 
a special dedication to 
Ballachulish composer, 
Pipe Major Willie 
Lawrie.

On October 29, The 
Somme and Shinty’s 
Heroes will use music, 
storytelling and song to 
relate the little-known 
story of the impact shinty 
players had on the war 
– with a particular focus 
on the story of Pipe 
Major Lawrie.

The origins of shinty 
date back nearly 2,000 
years. It has long held 
an important role in 
Scottish, particularly 
Highland, communities, 
and was played by High-
land regiments during 
both world wars. 

The Somme and Shin-
ty’s Heroes will uncover 
some of the stories of 
these players through 
visual images, stories, 
songs and music.

At the centre of the 
event is a tribute to Pipe 
Major Willie Lawrie of 

Ballachulish, composer 
of the well-known tune 
The Battle of the Somme, 
who died in November 
1916. 

His pipes are displayed 
in the regimental mu-
seum of the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders 
at Stirling Castle, and 
will be on display at the 
event.

In addition to hearing 
about PM Lawrie, mov-
ing stories will be told of 
Dr Johnnie Cattanach, 
commonly regarded as 
shinty’s greatest ever 
player, who died at Gal-
lipoli; Dòmhnall Ruadh 
Choruna and the Great 
Gaelic song An Eala 
Bhàn; the Paterson of 
Beauly pipes from Fes-
tubert and an account 
of the 1913 and 1914 
Camanachd Cup dinals. 

Many of the players 
who appeared in these 
matches never returned 
from the war. 

Attendees will also 
hear the tale of the three 
‘Ballachulish Musket-
eers’, who did return 
from the Second World 
War in an extraordinary 
adventure.

Steven Osborne
piano

2.30pm Sunday 23 
October 

Crear, Kilberry, by Tarbert
Advance tickets £20
School children free

T 01880 770 369
www.crear.co.uk

Crear -space to create Scottish 
Charity SC038726

200 Years 
of Island 

Community 
Saturday 22 & 

Sunday 23 October
10.30am - 4.30pm
Seil Hall, Easdale

Entry Free

NETHERLORN 
PIPING SOCIETY 

Present 
An evening of great 
traditional piping by

Gold Medallist 
Niall Stewart

Supported by local young pipers
Wednesday 26th October 2016

Argyllshire Gathering Halls
7.30pm

Entry: Adults £3  Children: Free

A fundraising 
Soup Lunch

in aid of 
Oban Pipe Band

will be held in 
Oban Pipe Band Hall 

Shore Street 
on Saturday 22nd 

October 2016
From 12 noon - 2.00pm

Admission : £3.00

Shinty players and pipers 
were heroes of Great War 

The performance is 
presented by broad-
caster, author and sport-
ing academic Hugh 
Dan MacLennan, and 
the musical director is 
former Scottish shinty 
captain, accordionist 
and Mànran star Gary 
Innes, who has now tak-
en over the BBC’s Take 
the Floor dance music 
programme.

Hugh Dan said: ‘The 
impact shinty players 
had in the Great War 
and vice versa is a 
fascinating tale that 
deserves to be told. 
Not a lot of this is 
known beyond the 
families concerned 
and not known even in 
some communities.

‘At Stirling Castle, 
we’ll be building 
on the success of 
previous First World 
War commemoration 
shows which have been 
performed from Skye 
to Glasgow and every-
where in between. It’s 
shinty’s way of paying 
tribute to those who 
died in the wars, and 
telling their stories 
in a slightly different 

way – through the eyes, 
stories and tunes of 
shinty-playing commu-
nities.’

The main perfor-
mance features singer 
Linda MacLeod, and 
musicians Megan Hen-
derson, Ewan Rob-
ertson, Duncan Lyall, 
James Mackintosh and 
Gary Innes himself. 

Top piper Duncan 
MacGillivray of Cal-
rossie, will play the 
Paterson pipes of 
Beauly which were 
returned from the 
Battle of Festubert and 
have since been played 
worldwide. The BBC’s 
Iain Anderson will also 
read specially chosen 
historical extracts 
along with Prof Ewen 
Cameron of Edinburgh 
University and Briga-
dier John MacFarlane 
of Taynuilt.

Also appearing will 
be a group young local 
musicians from the 
Fèis Fhoirth Ceilidh 
Trailers. They will 
welcome guests from 
6.30pm and also play at 
the interval of the main 
performance.

Liz Grant, executive 
manager at Stirling 
Castle, which is 
operated by Historic 
Environment Scot-
land, said: ‘We’re 
pleased to be hosting 
this event at the cas-
tle, which is a unique 
blend of history, music 
and storytelling. The 
performance will 
bring to life some of 
the less well known 
stories of Scotland’s 
sporting heroes, as 
well as giving new 
insight into some of 
the memorabilia held 
at the regimental 
museum of the Argyll 
and Sutherland High-
landers. It promises 
to be a touching and 
fascinating tribute.’

The Somme and Shin-
ty’s Heroes is supported 
by shinty’s ruling body 
the Camanachd Asso-
ciation and Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal. The event 
takes place at Stirling 
Castle on October 29, 
from 7pm to 8.30pm.

Tickets are £17 for 
adults, £15 for conces-
sions, and are available 
to purchase online.

Rod MacKenzie of the regimental museum of the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders with the bagpipes that belonged to Pipe Major Willie Lawrie, 

which will be on display.

Taynuilt Hotel and Restaurant
Have you been out to try yet? 

John McNulty  
Head Chef - Patron  
& his multi award 
winning team are 
making something 

special in the lovely 
village of Taynuilt
3 Course meals available 

from £22.50 

Great Wines 
 

Over 50 Gins 
 

100 Malts 
 

Many craft 
Scottish 

Bottled Ales & 
Lagers

01866 822437

Have you been out to try the Taynuilt Hotel’s 
multi-award-winning restaurant? After a very 
successful year which seen us awarded our sec-
ond AA Rosette for culinary excellence, we have 
had an extremely successful year and have had 
excellent feedback on our food and menus. Our 
sou�  é seems to be an out and out winner on fa-
vourite dishes, with our home-smoked salmon 
not far behind. Award-wise, we are in line for 

another two great honours. I myself have been 
nominated and am now a � nalist for the High-
lands and Islands Tourism Rising Star award and 
my sommelier, David Lapsley, is through to the 
last three in the Scottish Licensed trade News 
wine professional of the year award so we are 
looking forward to the upcoming ceremonies. 
So book a table and come see what we are 
doing in the lovely, friendly village of Taynuilt. 

Second AA Rosette 
awarded

Taynuilt Hotel and Restaurant
Have you been out to try yet? 

John McNulty  
Head Chef - Patron  
& his multi award 
winning team are 
making something 

special in the lovely 
village of Taynuilt
3 Course meals available 

from £22.50 

Great Wines 
 

Over 50 Gins 
 

100 Malts 
 

Many craft 
Scottish 

Bottled Ales & 
Lagers

01866 822437

Lamb dish at the AA 
Rosette award-winning 
Taynuilt Hotel & Restaurant
Under the guidance of general manager and sommelier 
David Lapsley, the Taynuilt Hotel and Restaurant is also 
renowned for its wines selection, and stocks around 100 
malt whiskies and 50 gins. Last year the hotel launched a 
specialist wines and spirits shop, The Drammery.

It is perfectly situated as a base for exploring the 
Hebrides and West Coast. The hotel’s 10 bedrooms are 
named after Scottish lochs, and feature antique beds 
and other furniture and � ttings.

Homegrown herbs in the 
Taynuilt Hotel poly tunnel
In a further move towards using organic produce the 
Taynuilt Hotel recently installed a polytunnel to grow 
its own vegetables and herbs, uses the services of a 
local forager who brings in edible plants from hills and 
woods around the village, and smokes its own � sh and 
meat in-house.

The AA awarded the � rst rosette last autumn. Noti-
fying the second rosette, the inspector praised ‘the 
accomplished cooking, home smoking, enthusiasm for 
foraging, and great � avours’.

Main Street, Taynuilt PA35 1JN   Tel: 01866 822437
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community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Friday 21 October - Thursday 27 October
BRIDGET JONES’S BABY | 15 | 145 MIN
Fri: 21:00, Sat: 18:00,  Sun: 17:30, Mon: 21:00
The continuing adventures of British publishing executive 
Bridget Jones as she enters her 40s.

DEEPWATER HORIZON | 12A | 127 MIN
Fri: 18:15, Sat: 18:30, Sun: 14:45, Mon: 18:15, Tue, Wed: 
21:00
On April 20th, 2010, one of the world’ s largest man-made 
disasters occurred on the Deepwater Horizon in the Gulf 
of Mexico. This story honours the brave men and women 
whose heroism would save many on board, and change 
everyone’s lives forever.

DOCTOR STRANGE | 12A | 135 MIN
Tue: 18:30, Wed: 18:30, 20:40, Thu: 18:15
3D: Tue: 20:40
When famous neurosurgeon Stephen Strange su� ers 
career-ending injuries in a devastating car crash, he seeks 
help in the furthest reaches of the world! Hoping to � nd 
cures for his injuries, Strange instead uncovers the hidden 
world of magic and alternate dimensions.

KIDS CLUB: HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA | U | 110 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Dracula, who operates a high-end resort away from the 
human world, goes into overprotective mode when a boy 
discovers the resort and falls for the count’s teen-aged 
daughter.

KUBO AND THE TWO STRINGS | PG | 122 MIN
Fri, Sat: 16:15, Sun: 12:00, Mon, Tue, Wed: 16:15
Kubo lives a quiet, normal life in a small shore side village 
until a spirit from the past turns his life upside down by 
re-igniting an age-old vendetta. This causes all sorts of 
havoc as gods and monsters chase Kubo who, in order to 
survive, must locate a magical suit of armour once worn 
by his late father, a legendary Samurai warrior.

THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN | 15 | 132 MIN
Fri: 18:30, 20:30, Sat: 20:45, Sun: 18:00, Mon: 18:30, 20:30, 
Tue, Wed: 18:15, Thu: 20:45
Parent and baby: Tue: 11:30
In the thriller, who is devastated by her recent divorce, 
spends her daily commute fantasizing about the seem-
ingly perfect couple who live in a house that her train 
passes every day, until one morning she sees something 
shocking happen there and becomes entangled in the 
mystery that unfolds.

THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN | 12A | 153 MIN
Sat: 20:45
Silver Screen - Sun: 14:30
With the sleepy town of Rose Creek under the deadly 
control of industrialist Bartholomew Bogue, the desperate 
townspeople, led by Emma Cullen, employ protection 
from seven outlaws, bounty hunters, gamblers and hired 
guns. As they prepare the town for the violent showdown 
that they know is coming, these seven mercenaries � nd 
themselves � ghting for more than money.

STORKS | U | 109 MIN
Fri: 16:15, Sat: 13:30 Sun: 12:30, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 16:15
Storks deliver babies...or at least they used to. Now they 
deliver packages for global internet giant Cornerstore.
com. Junior, the company’s top delivery stork, is about 
to be promoted when he accidentally activates the Baby 
Making Machine, producing an adorable and wholly 
unauthorized baby girl. 

THE ENTERTAINER | | 210 MIN
Thu: 19:30
Set against the backdrop of post-war Britain, John 
Osborne’s modern classic conjures the seedy glamour of 
the old music halls for an explosive examination of public 
masks and private torment.

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS | U | 120 MIN
Sat: 15:45
Taking place in a Manhattan apartment building, Max’s 
life as a favourite pet is turned upside down, when his 
owner brings home a sloppy mongrel named Duke. They 
have to put their quarrels behind when they � nd out that 
an adorable white bunny named Snowball is building an 
army of abandoned pets determined to take revenge on 
all happy-owned pets and their owners.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott
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community-owned and run

Enquiries@arisaighotel.co.uk

01687 450210
www.opentable.co.uk/baywater-restaurant

Baywater Restaurant
at The Arisaig Hotel

Main Road, Arisaig, Highland PH39 4NH

dining out Lochaber

This Month @ The Wide Mouthed Frog
FRIDAY 28th OCTOBER 

HALOWEEN/
CHARITY NIGHT

THE WIDE MOUTHED FROG IS PROUD TO HOST A LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
CHARITY EVENT. ALL PROCEEDS FOR ALZHEIMER’S RESEARCH UK.

APPEARING LIVE
FINGERHALO FEATURING JO CALLIS GUITARIST/KEYBOARD PLAYER 

FROM ONE OF THE BIGGEST BANDS TO COME OUT OF THE 80’S

HUMAN LEAGUE!!!
ALSO APPEARING IS;

SIMPLY MO
VOTED BEST MALE VOCALIST TENERIFE ENTERTAINMENT AWARDS.

QUIZ, DISCO AND KARAOKE. FREE FOOD.
IT ALL STARTS 8.00pm UNTIL 1am

BE WARNED!! ONLY 30 TICKETS LEFT
ENTRANCE IS BY TICKET ONLY. PRICE ONLY £10.00
TICKETS CAN ONLY BE PURCHASED AT THE FROG.

FANCY DRESS OPTIONAL. GREAT PRIZE FOR BEST FANCY DRESS

The 57th Parallel is a Highland-
based events company that puts 
on events all over the UK but, 
according to events director and 
57th representative Ben Belton, 
the firm had taken a ‘punt’ put-
ting on a large-scale event like 
this exclusively in Fort William. 
‘We gave Fort William total 
control of their own pop culture 
event and it’s paying off for the 
town and everyone who will be 
attending on the day.’

Fort Con, AKA: The Fort 
William Comic Con and Expo, is 
a star-studded event with special 
guests you can meet on the day, 
including Norman Lovett, Ian 
McNeice, William Hope, Vir-
ginia Hey and many more. The 
event is also home to Trader’s 
Glen, an exhibition of more than 
80 traders, artists and exhibitors 
from all over the country.

There will be live music with 
Newcastle’s The Monster Ceilidh 
Band, photo opportunities with 
a life size Hulk, Captain Amer-
ica’s Chopper, cosplay compe-
titions, panel discussions with 

comic book artists and guests.
Ben says: ‘The atmosphere is 

going to be electric. Hundreds 
of people are expected to turn 
up in full cosplay so it looks like 
the town might be overrun with 
superheroes and costumed mad-
ness on October 22.

‘And that’s just what we want 
because there have been too many 
people in this town who have said 
there is nothing to do in Fort Wil-
liam but do nothing about it. We’ve 
built Fort Con in just over six 
months with the passion of just a 
few individuals and we didn’t need 
aid from the council or charitable 
status to do it.

‘This is what can happen when 
people come together when 
we have a commitment to walk 
instead of talk. 

This event is a result of the 
passion of a community within 
the Highlands that wanted to see 
something different come to Fort 
William and they’ve got it.’

If you do not yet have your 
tickets for Fort Con, then you 
better hurry as allocations are 

selling fast. Tickets are available 
on the website at www.fortcon.
co.uk and limited allocations 
have now been made available at 
Highlands Entertainment in Fort 
William High Street.

Ben continued: ‘The event 
cannot guarantee that tickets 
will be available on the day as 
this is a pre-sell event. We hope 
there will be but it’s best to pre-
book as we don’t want anyone to 
miss out.’

It doesn’t stop at Fort Con for 
the 57th Parallel in the local area. 
The company has just set up a 
gaming club, has a film club on 
the way and is in the final stages 
of setting up a film production 
company based in Fort William. 
This production company will 
initially handle a collaborative 
‘found footage’ film shot in the 
Highlands so keep an eye out at 
Fort Con for more information 
regarding this.

The main event day of Fort Con 
is on Saturday October 22 from 
10am until 6pm. Buy tickets now 
so you won’t be disappointed.

A CALL is out for young rocket sci-
entists to step forward and bring an 
international award to Scotland with 
the launch of the UK’s largest youth 
model rocket competition. 

Students aged 11 to 18 are being 
invited to enter the UK Aerospace 
Youth Rocketry Challenge (UKAY-
RoC) with the champions winning 
an all-expenses paid trip to Paris. 

Teams compete regionally to 
qualify for the finals with winners 
representing the UK in a fly off 
against teams from the USA, Japan 
and France at the Paris Internation-
al Airshow in June 2017. Could a 
team from Scotland finally beat the 
long-reigning Team USA?

UKAYRoC has strong support 
from the aerospace, defence and 
space industries as well as from fa-
mous faces such as astronaut Major 
Tim Peake. 

The UK Aerospace Youth Rock-
etry Challenge involves the design, 
build and launch of a model rocket 
with the aim of ensuring the ‘passen-
ger’ – one raw egg – remains intact 
throughout the launch and landing. 
The rocket must reach 775 feet with 
a specific target flight duration of 
41-43 seconds. 

UKAYRoC is a great introduction 
to the skills used by many of these or-
ganisations which provide high-value 
and well paid careers locally.

A TUBE-STYLE map, showing 
paths where walkers and cyclists can 
link up routes throughout Scotland, 
has been published by Scottish Nat-
ural Heritage (SNH).

With just a quick look, users can see 
both existing routes across Scotland 
and planned routes which will link to 
even more paths, cities and places of 
interest in the future. Walkers and 
cyclists can also easily see that, for 
example, they can journey off-road 
on paths from Mull of Galloway 
to Inverness via Glasgow, from 
Berwick-on-Tweed to Dundee via 
Edinburgh, and from Helensburgh 
to St Andrews via Linlithgow. There 
are even canoe trails to view. 

The map is part of National Walk-
ing and Cycling Network’s (NWCN’s) 
ambitious programme of work to 
connect Scotland’s paths across 
the country. SNH’s key partners in 
the project are Scottish Canals and 
Sustrans, working closely with local 
authorities and route managers. 

Right now, there are about 6,400 
kilometres of trails for walking, 
cycling, horse-riding and canoeing 
across Scotland. 

This includes Scotland’s Great 
Trails, the National Cycling Network 
and the Scottish Canals Network. 
NWCN plans to extend this network 
by 1,750 kilometres through 50 sepa-

rate projects over the next 20 years, 
by creating new routes and joining 
up the missing links. 

SNH chairman Ian Ross said: ‘Our 
walking and cycling tube map is an 
easy way to start planning your next 
journey – whether it’s a trip between 
two towns or a week-long cycling or 
walking holiday. Scotland is such a 
wonderful place to walk and cycle. 
It’s easy to take for granted how many 
paths we already have in so many 
beautiful areas, and I’m thrilled that 
we’ll have even more paths to enjoy 
in the coming years.’

The tube map, as well as more 
information about the National 
Walking and Cycling Network, is 
available at http://www.snh.gov.uk/
enjoying-the-outdoors/where-to-go/
routes-to-explore/walking-and-cy-
cling-network/ 

The NWCN will build on existing 
networks of paths and trails by closing 
key gaps, upgrading connecting 
routes, encouraging multi-use of paths 
and linking with public transport. 

The NWCN initiative is one of the 
ways the Scottish Government is 
aiming to achieve its 2020 Biodiver-
sity Challenge goals. 

These goals include increasing 
participation in outdoor recreation 
to improve the health and quality of 
life of the people of Scotland.

The bonus of a spell of good 
weather in October allowed us 
a last unexpected voyage before 
the St Olave goes into hiberna-
tion till next April. 

Corrievreckan was the desti-
nation followed by a picnic on 
the anchor in Bagh nam Muc 
(the Bay of the Pigs) at the 
North end of Jura. We loaded at 
Dunstaffnage with people, food 
and animals. On board with me 
were Andrew ‘Manbeast’ Ste-
venson and his two minibeasts, 
Floraidh and Seamus, three 
wild friends from Fort William 
and Beastie the dog. Andrew 
had done the shopping for the 
picnic the night before so the 
amount of food we had to load 
required a lifting derrick to get 
it on board and would have been 
enough for a six-week trip to 
New York . 

Corrievreckan is a notoriously 
dangerous bit of water and is 
steeped in myth, legend and 
lore. It has brought an end to 
many ships and countless lives. 
Its famous cauldron like whirl-

pools, boiling froth of water, 
standing waves and speed of 
current is impressive and terri-
fying when its wrath is raised by 
the right combination of condi-
tions. However, on our visit the 
weak ebb tide and the lack of 
wind meant that, thankfully, a 
day out of Loch Lomond would 
have been more terrifying. The 
changing condition of the sea 
is an interesting aspect of the 
natural world. When you are 
in a place like Corrievreckan 
on a day such as we enjoyed, it 
is difficult to envisage how vast 
a contrast can exist between 
the extremes of the ocean. 
The tranquil peace and safety 
of this place on a calm day 
with slack tide is a world away 
from the violent fury of a sea 
in anger being driven to a rage 
by powerful spring tides in 
flood fighting against opposing 
gale-force winds with no side 
giving quarter and both blind to 
compromise or resolution.    

After circling about above the 
pinnacle for a short while, we 
headed into Bagh nam Muc to 

drop the anchor, have our feast 
and take Beastie (the canine 
one) ashore for a pee. With the 
stags rutting all around the top 
of the bay, it was driving Beastie 
to a fury similar to the whirlpool 
on a wild day.

It was at this spot around 70 
years ago George Orwell and 
members of his family were put 
ashore by a lobster boat after 
nearly drowning in a sailing 
accident when they misjudged 
the tide. It was in Barnhill just 
over the island from here that 
Orwell – real name Eric Blair – 
wrote the novel 1984. When he 
narrowly escaped death in this 
incident 1984 had been started 
but not completed. The tiniest 
change in luck and circumstanc-
es could, therefore, have meant 
that one of the most famous 
literary works in history could 
have been the victim of Cor-
rievreckan’s ruthless harvest.  

Another enjoyable day at sea 
was had and we returned to 
Dunstaffnage under the setting 
sun. 

Whirlpools, 
deer, Big Brother 
and beasties

More than 1,000 tickets 
sold in rush for Fort Con

New map connects 
Scottish pathways

Wanted: rocket scientists
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Your local one stop shop to help you be at home 
safely and independently.

Be@Home is a one stop shop bringing together 
the key services you need to help you live at home 
independently and safely.

You can call us directly for free information 
and advice on: 01397 706444
or email us at: be-at-home@lcr.org.uk

Where can I � nd Be@Home?
Be@Home is our new one stop shop

and you can � nd it  at Lochaber Care and Repair
on the High Street in Fort William.

Together with The Highland Council, NHS Highland 
and Lochaber Housing Association, we’ve brought 
the key services you need into a one stop shop to 

help make it easier for you to get the help or advice 
you need to be at home independently and safely.

Be@Home with independence and con� dence, give us a call!

How  do I get in touch with

You can call us directly for free
information and advice on:

01397 706444

or email us at:
be-at-home@lcr.org.uk  

Or, you can contact us through the
Community Health and Social Care Team

at NHS Highland on:
01397 709837

Supporting 
Lochaber Hope

Glen Nevis Place
Fort William, PH33 6DA

Tel: 01397 702727
www.crownvets.co.uk

info@crownvetsfortwilliam.co.uk

Caring vets for precious pets
Call and ask about our Pet Health Club

Spread the costs over the year for boosters, 
worm and flea treatments, microchipping, 
nurse checks and get discounts on food.

proudly supporting 
lochaber hope

Leven Homes Ltd
Riverside Lodge, Riverside Road, Kinlochleven, PH50 4QH
T. 01855 831900   M. 07771 666140   E. levenhomes@btinternet.com

Happy to support Lochaber Hope

LOCHABER HOPE is a life skills 
and personal development cen-
tre providing valuable support 
in the community.

It does so through confidential 
counselling, mentoring, em-
ployability support and person-
al development, and provides 
the Employers Assisted Pro-
gramme to local businesses.

It has supported more than 
700 people over the past 12 
years, many of whom are 
vulnerable or are experiencing 
challenging or crisis periods in 
their lives. 

In 2004, founder Alyson Smith 
was concerned then that there 
was a large gap in community 
provision, as many community 
members didn’t access any 
agency support for many 
reasons but mainly because 
of stigma and lack of early 
intervention, sometimes suc-
cumbing to illness, depression, 
crime and sometimes suicide.

In 2005, a visit was arranged 
with a group from Gal Gael, a 
skills development project in 
Govan which further inspired 
the beginning of a similar 
personal development group– 
Lochaber Hope (LH).

Operating from what was then 
Lochaber College, a drop-in 
facility was established in May 
2008. LH moved to the premis-
es Newstart Highland are now, 

but in 2011 core funding was 
withdrawn. With no funds and 
all now purely on a volunteer 
basis, it moved again to prem-
ises above the Hub Café on 
Fassifern Road. 

However, there was always an 
aspiration to find its own prem-
ises, somewhere conducive 
to the environment LH needed 
to carry out its vital work. LH 
started looking again for new 
affordable premises, wading 
through endless funding 
applications and building new 
income streams, all the while 
increasing volunteer skills and 
training to increase the profes-
sional resources and services 
available to the community.

With the help of tremendous 
fundraising from the Lochaber 
community through various 
events, sponsorship and dona-
tions from local businesses, it 
has at last found a home. 

‘Dalnahaine’, site of the former 
Nevis Bank Nursery on Belford 
Road, offers a safe, positive 
and inspiring environment 
which encourages trusting 
relationships with customers. 
There is a great sense of peace 
and the warmth of the staff and 
volunteers is tangible. 

Whether accessing one-to-one 
mentoring, counselling, group 
training or just having someone 
to talk to, it is obvious that this 

professional service, governed 
by professional bodies, has 
strong foundations in the com-
munity and now has the resourc-
es and the premises to respond 
to the greater needs of the local 
and pan-Highland area.  

LH has two new projects be-
ginning in 2016.  The women’s 
space will allow women to 
get together, collaborate and 
champion their own projects 
and interests in an environment 
which will allow growth to hap-
pen in an organic way. It will be 
a grassroots organisation led 
by and providing exactly what 
the community wants. 

Another is peer mentoring, 
which will take young people 
aged 16 to 24 through mentor 
training, including ‘spotting and 
referring’, where they will be 
able to recognise if their peers 
are experiencing challenging 
times and be equipped to 
respond and refer them for 
support.

Alyson said: ‘I am so pleased. 
Our staff and volunteers are 
dedicated and provide this 
valuable service every day, 
respectfully protecting the 
dignity and confidentiality of 
our customers and community, 
I am so grateful to them.

‘Please feel free to drop in. 
We’d love to show you round 
and you’ll be most welcome.’

Lochaber Hope has moved into their 
new premises and it’s looking great!

Supporting Lochaber Hope

Calling the women 
of Lochaber - 
what do YOU want?
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Come to the Mòd 
to hear language 
of the Gaels

Torchlight parade

JANET MACDONALD, from Mull, 
gave a heart-waming speech as 
she announced her retirement 
after 10 years as 
convener of the 
Royal National 
Mòd.

Speaking to 
a good crowd 
who joined 
organisers for 
the opening 
cere mony 
of the Royal 
National Mòd in 
Stornoway, Janet 
praised the work 
done to promote 
and support 
Gaelic since 
the last Royal 
National Mòd.

Janet said: 
‘Since the last 
Mòd they’ve 
opened five new 
schools kitted 
out with Gaelic, 
and a new 
museum in Lews 
Castle. 

‘Each Mòd has 
its own challenges. They had to 
move in the day of the end of 
the online entries. I have had a 
lot of pleasure of being the Mòd 
convener and got to know so 
many over the past 10 years. 

‘I was very rarely refused what 
I asked of people and I have 

thoroughly enjoyed the work. I 
can hardly put into words what 
the Royal National Mòd means 

to me.
‘Gaelic is not a 

heavy burden to 
bear. 

‘I record my 
thanks over the 
past 10 years 
and, although 
I am retiring as 
convener, I am not 
retiring from the 
Mòd. ‘

John Morrison, 
chief executive 
of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach, said: 
‘We’ve had a great 
start to this year’s 
Royal National 
Mòd. It’s fantastic 
to be back in the 
Western Isles 
and we thank the 
local communities 
for such a warm 
welcome. 

‘Three days 
into this year’s 
festival, we have 

already seen some amazing 
performances, competitions 
and sport. We look forward to 
the rest of the Mòd, especially 
with the coveted gold medal 
finals, Lovat and Tullibardine 
and the Margrat Duncan awards 
later in the week.’

Janet to stand 
down after a 
decade as the 
Mòd convener 

Welcome to Stornoway

Janet MacDonald, from Mull, announced her retirement 
after 10 years as convener of the Royal National Mod and An 

Comunn Gaidhealach. 17_t44mod2016_janettwo

A choir made up from members of Lochs and Back put 
their di� erences aside and sang together at the opening 

ceremony. 17_t44mod2016_choir

Friday saw a torchlight procession through Stornoway ahead of the opening 
speech from MG Alba chairwoman, Maggie Cunningham. 17_t44mod2016¬_torchlight

The opening ceremony was closed with 
sensational performances by Gaelic super 
group Dàimh and the Mischa Macpherson 

Trio. 17_t44mod2016-diamh Kirsteen MacDonald who compered the opening ceremony. 
17_t44mod2016_kirsteen

Norman MacDonald convener of the 
local committee of the Western Isles 

Mod 2016. 17_t44mod2016-_convene

Schoolchildren held the torches on a march through the town. 
17_t44mod2016-schooltorch 

I have had 
a lot of 
pleasure 
being the 

convener and 
got to know 

so many 
people over 

the past 
10 years

More photos available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK/MOD

M D
 C

ha
racters of the

Marisa MacDonald has been 
part of the Royal National Mòd 
since she was a youngster. She 
has encouraged many young 

people into drama, working to 
develop their skills in acting and 
using Gaelic. On the � rst day of 
competitions, Marisa was full of 

character and brought her fun 
and laughter, helping to relax 
those young people who were 

taking part in some of their � rst 
competitions. Marisa has been 

involved in various other projects 
to develop the understanding of 

Gaelic language and culture. 

Tutor brings fun and laughter to learning

Marisa MacDonald, right, and � ddle tutor Marie Fielding. 
17_t44mod2016_charachters_marisa 
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The perfect   platform to 
let youthful  talent shine

Children are stars    of Mòd’s fi rst days

The boys’ choir from Laxsdale wearing beautiful new Harris Tweed waistcoats. 17_t44mod2016-boys-choir_laxdale Bowmore Gaelic Choir with their new conductor. 17_t44mod2016_bowmore_two

Port Ellen Choir with conductor Maureen MacDonald. 17_t44mod2016_isly port ellen

Cormac Sandison, Sgoil na Pairce, was a participant in recitation of prescribed 
poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Cormac

Alasdair Iain MacKey, Bun-sgoil Ath-Tharracail, was a participant in recitation 
of prescribed poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Alasdair

Donald Andrew Fletcher, Sgoil Ghaidhlig, Ghlaschu, was a participant in 
recitation of prescribed poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Donald

Bronagh Newman, Bun-sgoil Port Ilein, was a participant in recitation of 
prescribed poetry 11-12 years. 16_T42_Mod_Bronagh

Edie Crosbie, Bun-sgoil Cille Chomhain, was a participant in recitation of 
prescribed poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Edie

Charlet Rose Monro, Bun-sgoil Port Ilein, was a participant in recitation of 
prescribed poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Charlet

DAVID CANNON, CalMac’s head of 
PR, spoke at the opening reception as 
the Mòd’s main sponsor.

He said: ‘As the main commercial 
supporter of the Royal National Mòd, 
and on behalf of all the sponsors, it 
gives me great pleasure to welcome 
you all here to Stornoway.

‘CalMac has a long tradition of 
supporting the Mòd, not just as an 
official sponsor, but also by making 
it possible for participants to take 
part, as many of the competitors and 
supporters appearing over the course 
of the next week will use our services 
at some point to get here.

‘We are acutely aware of the 
importance of our services to these 
communities and this has resulted 
in a very close relationship with the 
people we serve, which is one of the 
reasons CalMac is a natural and 
enthusiastic sponsor of this celebra-
tion of Gaelic culture.

‘When we spoke at the Mòd in 
Oban we were working on our bid for 
the next Clyde and Hebrides Ferry 
Services contract and the great news, 
as I am sure you know, is that the 
considerable time and effort we put 
into our bid paid off.

‘To cut a long story short, the new 
contract started just under two weeks 
ago on the first of October.

‘The support we received from local 
communities in the run up to the 
bid was hugely appreciated by staff 
and crews. I would like to take this 
opportunity to pass on my thanks to 
all of you who have expressed your 
appreciation for what we do and who 
recognised our experience and a unique 
understanding of the importance of 
lifeline ferry services to remote and 
fragile rural communities.

‘Looking to the future, we will 
continue to put our communities first, 
investing in local people and local 
produce.

‘We are also maintaining our 
significant investment in marketing 
the island and mainland destinations 
we serve, as well as the wider destina-
tion of Scotland.

‘A good example of this is our latest 
online promotional campaign called 
Your West Coast which we will be 
unveiling soon.

‘I don’t want to give too much away 
and spoil the surprise but it uses the 
latest digital technology to project 
images of CalMac – past and present 
– onto iconic landmarks across the 
West Coast, all accompanied by 
a new song written and played by 
Skippinish.

‘Please look out for it. I think you 
will enjoy it.

‘An important part of what we do 
at CalMac is engaging with local 
communities to understand the 
issues which affect them and also 
to explain the challenges we face in 
delivering around 136,000 sailings a 
year.

‘Indeed, that is one of the reasons 
why we enjoy attending the Mòd – we 
can meet and chat to people from 
every part of our network.

‘This was reflected in the effort we 
put into understanding our customers’ 
needs so these could be reflected in 
our bid.

‘We know that much of what 
customers want from their ferry 
services are dictated by the contract 
set by Transport Scotland – routes, 
fares and timetables, for example,

‘But we recognise we can do more 
to improve the customer experience 
both on board and at ports.

‘Among the things we have commit-
ted to are:

� providing the most up to date 
service information available;

� improving our booking and 
ticketing systems;

� involving local communities in 
discussions on proposed service 
changes;

� improving accessibility for 
customers;

� improving integration with other 
modes of transport;

� investing £6 million to refresh the 
appearance of ports and vessels.

‘Many of these are improvements 
that you would expect any operator 
to do, and many of them are already 
under way, but one that I would 
like to highlight is engaging with 
communities.

‘As you can imagine, we already 
speak to customers and local 
representatives in a number of ways 
through local authorities and formally 
constituted ferry user groups, but we 
recognise that there is scope to do 
more.

‘We have, therefore, agreed to 
appoint a communities and stakehold-
er director to make sure that this kind 
of engagement is given priority.

‘We are also committed to setting 
up a community board which will 
have direct access to our own board 
to help inform strategic decisions.

‘We are still in the process of 
working out how this will be achieved 
and will announce more detailed 
proposals in due course.

‘Finally, then, I wish all the Mòd 
competitors well and hope the 
spectators make the most of what 
Stornoway has to offer.

‘Tapadh leibh.’

THIS year’s Royal National Mòd 
continued as the children’s competi-
tions heated up. 

Day four at Scotland’s biggest 
Gaelic cultural festival saw young 
Gaels aged five to 19 taking part in 
33 poetry, drama, song and music 
contests. Puppet-led yoga took place 
at various venues around Stornoway, 
and the Nicolson Institute hosted 
Cuilean Craicte, a workshop for 
parents exploring the benefits that 
reading Gaelic has on children’s 
development. 

The children’s competitions 
continued on Tuesday, with the 
coveted traditional silver medals 
taking place at the Nicolson Institute. 
The adult competitions began 
yesterday (Wednesday) with this 
year’s gold medal final taking place 
in the evening. The traditional final 
competition is today (Thursday), and 
the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield 
will be broadcast live on BBC ALBA 
tomorrow (Friday). 

John Morrison, chief executive of 
An Comunn Gàidhealach, said: ‘The 
children’s competitions are always 

a fantastic way to start the Mòd. 
We saw some wonderful musical 
performances on Saturday, and there 
are even more in store. The children’s 
ceilidhs in the evening are a great 
way to unwind after a busy day of 
competitions. The Western Isles 
have been excellent hosts and we’re 
looking forward to the rest of this 
year’s Mòd.’

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
convener and chairman of the Mòd  
nan Eilean Siar local organising 
committee, Norman A MacDonald, 
said: ‘We have already had some 
fantastic performances and events 
over the first three days, with the 
torchlight parade, the Ar Cànan ‘s Ar 
Ceòl music showcase and the Celtic 
praise and Gaelic service on Sunday. 
For me, the children’s competitions 
on Monday and Tuesday are always 
among the highlights of the week.’

The Royal National Mòd will con-
clude on Saturday October 22 when a 
procession of choirs and pipers make 
their way through Stornoway to the 
Nicolson Institute where a massed 
choir finale will close the festival.

CalMac is proud to sponsor celebration of Gaeldom Children perform superbly 

More photos available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK/MOD
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The perfect   platform to  
let youthful  talent shine

Children are stars    of Mòd’s first days

Rowan Richardson, Bun-sgoil Inbhir Pheofharain. Participant in recitation of 
prescribed poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Rowan

Rufus Hughes, Bun-sgoil Bogh Mor. Participant in recitation of prescribed 
poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Rufus

Scott Mac a’ Phi, Bun-sgoil Achadh na Creige. Participant in recitation of 
prescribed poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Scott

Hollie Holyoake, Bun-sgoil Port Ilein. Participant in recitation of prescribed 
poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Hollie

Four wonderful winners in the children’s competitions – this time all from Islay. Results on page eight. 
t44mod2016_winners_islay

Jack Macleod, Bun-sgoil Lacasdaile. Participant in recitation of prescribed 
poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Jack

Kathryn Dugdale, Comunn Gaidhlig Ghlaschu. Participant in recitation of 
prescribed poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Kathryn

Eilidh Thoms, Sgoil Ghaidhlig, Ghlaschu. Participant in recitation of pre-
scribed poetry 7-8 years. 16_T42_Mod_Eilidh

Rionnagan Rois Choir swept the board in the children’s singing.  17_t44mod2016_rr

Mirren 
Brown,  

Bun-sgoil 
Port Ilein. 
Winner of 

recitation of 
prescribed 

poetry 11-12 
years.

16_T42_Mod_Mir-

ren

Lauren Morris, Bun-sgoil Bogh Mor. Participant in recitation of prescribed 
poetry 7-8 year olds.  16_T42_Mod_Lauren

Paige  
Charlotte 
Fleming,  
Bun-sgoil 

Inbhir 
Pheofharain. 
Participant 

in recitation 
of prescribed 

poetry 7-8 year 
olds.

16_T42_Mod_Paige

Emily Gray, Bun-sgoil Bogh Mor. Participant in recitation of prescribed poetry 
11-12 years. 16_T42_Mod_Emily

Two members from Rionnagan Rois pick up the �rst 
of the choirs six trophies. 17_t44mod_rr_medal

Laxdale Girls’ 
Choir .

17_t44mod2016_lax-

dale_girls

Mary Morrison, 
Sgoil an Rubha. 

Winner of the 
Rotary Club of 
Falkirk Trophy 

in recitation 
of prescribed 

poetry 7-8 year 
olds.

16_T42_Mod_Mary
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Surprised and honoured by ambassador award
THE 2016 Gaelic Ambassador of the Year was 
awarded to Alex O’Henley, for his outstanding 
work with broadcasting since the early 1990s. 

Born in South Uist, he was the � rst Gaelic of-
� cer employed by the new Scottish Parliament 
between 2000 and 2002 and has been UEFA’s 
Scottish football correspondent since 2004. 
Alex has reported on European Champion-
ships and the Champions’ League and regu-
larly contributes to BBC Rèidio nan Gàidheal 
on Scottish and European football, as well as 
commentating on BBC ALBA’s coverage of the 
SPFL. 

John Morrison, chief executive of An Co-
munn Gàidhealach, said: ‘We’re delighted 
that Alex O’Henley has been awarded the 
prestigious Gaelic Ambassador of the Year by 
the Scottish Government. 

‘His contribution to the Gaelic language 
through his work with the Scottish Parlia-
ment, UEFA and the BBC for so many years 
has made him a true role model and in� u-
ence to Scottish Gaels of all ages. 

‘His continuing work in football ensures 
that thousands of people every week hear 
Gaelic, and shows Alex’s passion for main-
taining the language in Scotland. It’s been 
a fantastic � rst day and we look forward to 
the rest of the 2016 Royal National Mòd in 
the Western Isles.’

Gaelic Ambassador of the Year Alex said: ‘I 
consider this a great honour and one that I 
did not expect. 

‘It is always a pleasure to receive an award 
from your colleagues in the workplace, but 
it means so much more when an award of 
this kind comes from viewers and listeners 

who enjoy and value the work that you do. That 
means a lot to me, especially after a year that 
has been very challenging, and I would like to 

thank An Comunn Gàidhealach and the Scottish 
Government for considering me worthy of this 
award.’

Alex O’Henley was awarded the Scottish Government’s ‘Gaelic Ambassador of the Year’ at this year’s Royal 
National Mòd in the Western Isles. 17_t44mod2016_ambassador.

Katrina’s MÒD
KATRINA GILLIES RASMUSSEN

IT’S close to midnight on Friday October 14. The day is almost 
over, but at the Crown, a pub in Stornoway, there are still 
some 15 visitors reluctant to go home. They’re not finished 
celebrating the opening of the Mòd 2016. Beers, whiskies and 
vodka-lemonades are still being ordered in a town centre bar 
that has historical photographs on its walls. 

A man with short hair looks around the pub with a deter-
mined look on his face. He’s been casually sitting on a bar 
stool most of the night drinking and laughing with the people 
around him. But now he’s on a mission. He sits up straight, 
clears his throat and starts to sing in Gaelic. Within seconds 
people start to join him – even the staff. The atmosphere in the 
pub has changed. People are suddenly standing closer together 
and some of the customers are putting their arms around each 
other. It’s clear to see and hear that the words in the songs are 
personal, spiritual and emotional at the same time. 

This year marks the 125th Royal National Mòd, but it also 
marks my very first one. My name is Katrina Gillies Rasmus-
sen and I’m doing a three-month placement at The Oban Times. 
I’ve lived all my life in Denmark, but my mum’s from Oban. 
I’m working for the paper to get a better understanding of my 
Scottish roots. 

I was extremely pleased when The Oban Times asked me to 
come to the Mòd – to be honest I was ecstatic. Because what 
better place is there to get an understanding of my roots than 
at the Mòd? As my colleague said: ‘Mòd week will be a crash 
course in Scottish history, culture and tradition.’ 

It didn’t take long for me to understand how important 
the Gaelic language and culture is, and how passionate the 
organisation, An Comunn Gàidhealach, is about preserving 
and developing it. One thing I quickly got an understanding 
of was how deeply integrated the Gaelic tradition is in our 
lives. It’s in our daily language, it’s on our road signs, it’s in our 
history books – and even in our pubs. 

A big concern, as the president of An Comunn Gàidhealach, 
John Macleod, stated in his opening speech, is that there are 
not a lot of fluent Gaelic speakers anymore. In 1891, when 
the organisation was founded, there were more than 250,000 
Gaelic speakers in Scotland, 6.3 per cent of the Scottish 
population. Today there are now fewer than a quarter of that 
number of fluent Gaelic speakers. 

The numbers – at first sight – can seem depressing. But 
being here, for the very first time, I feel confident the Gaelic 
language, culture and tradition will not just vanish. I’ve met 
so many passionate people at this year Mòd who will fight to 
preserve the Gaelic tradition, because it’s part of who they are. 
They will continue to teach future generations the importance 
of the Gaelic language. I have truly enjoyed my first days at the 
Mòd and I’m really looking forward to the coming week. 

M D
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A passionate advocate of Gaelic

Wonderful performances
Children produce superb 
renditions for Mòd magic

Jessica Muir who took part in the � ddle competi-
tion. 17_t44mod2016_jessica_muir

Adjudicator Marie Fielding presents Lachlan 
Murdo Kennedy with the Robert MacCallum 

Memorial Trophy. 17_t44mod2016_marie_� elding_lachlan

Lachlan Murdo Kennedy 
who won the � ddle 13-18 

competition. 
17_t44mod2016_winner_� ddle

Finlay 
MacLennan 

from Inverness 
who won a 

silver medal. 
17_t44mod2016_sil-

ver_� ddle

Julliet Rose McKenzie from Sgoil MhicNeacail. 
17_t44mod2016_julliet_rose_macKenzie

Flynn Conroy from Bun-sgoil 
Taobh na Pairce. 

17_t44mod2016_fourth_� ddle

Jamie Tyler from Sgoil Mhic-
Neacail. 17_t44mod2016_jamie_tyler

Alice Nic a’ Mhaoilein, Còisir Òg 
an Rubha, gold badge. 

17_t44mod2016_winner-� ddle

Emma Morrison from Dalziel School who took the bronze medal. 
17_t44mod2016-bronze_� ddle

Emma Morrison, bronze, left, Alice Nic a’ Mhaoilein, 
gold, and Finlay MacLennan, silver. 

17_t44mod2016_trio_singing

Annabel Campbell from Sgoil MhicNeacail. 
17_t44mod2016� ddleannabel campbell

Alexander, back, Jacob and   Kathryn Dugdale from Tobermory, Mull, who 
took part as soloist and choristers. 17_t44mod2016_dugdales

More photos available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK/MOD

Lyle Kennedy. 17_t44mod2016_lyle_Kennedy

LYLE KENNEDY, Mòd gold 

medallist at Falkirk 2008, is sing-

ing with two groups – Isle of Mull 

Choir and Dingwall Gaelic Choir. 

Gaelic music, history and poems 

hold a special place in his heart. 

He therefore felt very passionate 

about introducing his two children 

to the language. Both children 

went to Gaelic nursery and pri-

mary school, which felt very natu-

ral and logical to him. 

‘People say that Gaelic is na-

tionalistic, but it feels so natural 

to introduce my children to our 

country’s  history,’ Lyle said.
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Islay boy sings for Lord of Isles

Louise’s MÒD
LOUISE GLEN

 For weeks now The Oban Times office staff and I have been 
singing Make Your Way to Stornoway.

Well, in truth, I have been singing it solo over, and over and over.
My dear Oban colleagues are probably quite delighted that I have 

taken myself to far, far away. Of course, there are very few people 
singing in English at the nation’s oldest and greatest music festival, 
while very many people are singing in Gaelic.

This year marks 125 years since the organisation was founded in 
Oban. I feel like I belong at the Royal National Mòd because, unlike 
my unappreciative colleagues back home, it is not unusual at all to 
hear people break into song at any given moment here in Stornoway. 
Song and laughter ring out on every street and throughout every 
vennel at any given opportunity.

A strange thing happened in the Crown Bar shortly after the 
opening ceremony. We heard well-known Gaelic singer Raymond 
Bremner from Thrumster singing Ye Jacobites by Name. While this 
was a huge departure from the gathered choristers’ usual versions of 
Sìne Bhàn and so on, there was a tone set at this year’s chairman’s  
address and it spoke directly to the rebellious nature of the Gaels. 
These guys have been quietly and non-violently leading the rebellion 
for many years.

Of course, the wonderful and often difficult people of the Gaid-
healtachd are rebellious, stoic, thrawn … people who have never 
conformed to what is being imposed, whether that is English, land 
ownership and of course in the taxing of whisky.

An Commun president John MacLeod said at the opening cere-
mony he feels the people who kept the language and culture alive 
are those who live and work while emmersed in Gaelic. He is right. 
While we in Oban and Lochaber may or may not have Gaelic, and 
although we care about it and want to improve it, there is no way we 
could ever say we were immersed in it. 

The general everyday living and working with the language and 
the culture is present and real here in Stornoway. While a discussion 
on Gaelic street signs could cause an argument in an empty room, 
especially if that room is in the living rooms of some central belt 
families, here in Stornoway it is just normal.

The Gaelic culture is seen by many as a clique by those on the 
fringes of it. But I would like to counter that argument.

I am from Grangemouth. Until I started at The Oban Times I 
was probably under the impression that Gaelic was something you 
stirred into pasta rather than mix into everyday life. I had no idea 
that this world existed. I have less than very little Gaelic and yet I 
have never once felt that I was not included.

For the nine days of the Royal National Mòd I feel as though I belong. 
I will go further. Janet MacDonald, the outgoing convener, of the Mòd 
has always made me feel very welcome – guided, even.  And sometimes 
she rants at us to get it right, to get it better. She is quite right.

I was encouraged to join a choir. I joined, and the first year I found 
incredibly hard. But I have now found it has saved my sanity on more 
than one occassion. I would wholeheartedly support An Comunn 
president’s plea at the opening ceremony that Gaelic should be 
enshrined, protected and set apart. John MacLeod wants it to be 
recognised for its uniqueness in Lewis and Harris. When I eventu-
ally got my head around his argument, I realised that this place is 
absolutely important to the understanding the language in context.

During a break in competitions on Saturday morning, two women 
were discussing St Kilda. One woman had visited as part of a mil-
lionaire’s tour to play the fiddle on the island – while the other had 
led a history project to find out what happened to the descendants of 
the people who once lived there.

The fiddle player said that when she stepped onto the island, she 
felt she didn’t want to disturb anything, while the other woman said 
that she was amazed at how the place was left – ‘as though they had 
got up and didn’t know they weren’t coming back’.

It made me realise that St Kilda is part of our shame. We took 
island life for granted. St Kilda is within our thinking because we 
regret what happened. It echoes with us down through the years – we 
feel the loss of one of our communities. 

We should not allow that to happen again. While we still have 
Gaelic, while the culture is still strong, we must not forget to tell our 
stories, to sing our songs.

Thank goodness for the Mòd and all it stands for.

Huge success for opening days of competition

Top talent shows at Mòd 2016

It’s not just about culture – Gaelic sports are also major attractions

THE first three days have been a huge suc-
cess for the Mòd.

Friday saw a torchlight procession through 
the streets of Stornoway ahead of an official 
opening from chairwoman of MG Alba, 
Maggie Cunningham. 

On Saturday, the main competitions kicked 
off with under-19s competing in fiddle, 
piano, accordion and melodeon. Bagpipe 
competitions for this year’s Mòd also took 
place across the Western Isles in Benbecula 
and Iochdar.

Shawbost hosted MG ALBA’s learngaelic.
scot Mòd shinty cup, where Skye were 
crowned winners over Lewis, with a 3-0 
win. A Lewis and Harris select team took 
on Glasgow Island AFC at football, with 
Glasgow winning the Mòd football cup, also 
sponsored by MG Alba’s learngaelic.scot, 
winning 3-1 on penalties after a 2-2 draw. 

In the Fringe, Lewis Sport Centre hosted 
Ar Cànan ‘s ar Ceòl, an incredible show with 

more than 200 performers in an assembled 
traditional orchestra involving boxes, fiddles, 
pipes, guitars, brass, dancers and choirs.

Sunday was a day of rest in the Western 
Isles, with the Royal National Mòd hosting a 
Gaelic service at Martin’s Memorial Church, 
ahead of a joyous musical celebration.

Over the duration, the Mòd will host nearly 
200 competitions in Gaelic music, song, 
drama, Highland dancing and literature, 
with all levels of Gaelic taking part.

John Morrison, chief executive of An Co-
munn Gàidhealach, said: ‘We’ve had a great 
start to this year’s Mòd. It’s fantastic to be 
back in the Western Isles and we thank the 
local communities for such a warm welcome. 
Three days into this year’s festival, we have 
already seen some amazing performances, 
competitions and sport. We look forward to 
the rest of the Mòd, especially with the gold 
medal finals, Lovat and Tullibardine and the 
Margrat Duncan awards later in the week.’

Accordion player Anna MaGee. 
17_t44mod2016_anna_magee

After a well-fought game in Shawbost, Skye came out victorious after winning 
3-0 to lift this year’s Mòd shinty cup, sponsored by MG ALBA’s learngaelic.scot.

 Ryan McKerrall, 15, with his nan, Margaret McKerrall, shortly after 
the Islay youngster sang for His Royal Highness Prince Charles, Lord 

of the Isles. Ryan is tutored by Libby Morris of Ballygrant.
18_t43_Mod Ryan

Aberfeldy folk group – Strung Drawn and Quartered. 
17_t44mod2016_strung_aberfeldy

David Grant is presented with this year’s Mòd Shinty cup by John 
Macleod, president of An Comunn Gàidhealach.The shinty match saw Skye take on Lewis and Harris and come out on top.

Captain Derek Wark led his Glasgow Island AFC team to victory 
over a Lewis and Harris Select team in the 2016 Mòd football cup.

TOM Davis, from Shawbost, 
won the slow Gaelic air and 
march in the piano competi-
tion on Saturday after-noon.

Master Tom is a pupil of 
Mhairi MacLeod and she was 
delighted with his win.

The son of the minister, 
Tom’s playing was con� dent 
and superb. For many of the 
children in this competition 
it is the � rst time they have 
taken to the stage.

Adjudicator Ross Brindle 

praised the children for 
their � rst foray into piano 
palying. He said: ‘Everyone 
who has performed on the 
stage should be proud of 
themselves.’

17_t44mod2016_tom-davis

Winning accordion competitior Connor MacPhail from Tiree. 
17_t44mod2016_connor_macphail

The best pictures 
from this year

The � ddle players from Aberfeldy who stole the show in the 
� ddle competitions. 17_t44mod2016_aberfeldy-short

Annie NicIllinneis from Sgoil NicIllinnein. 
17_t44mod2016_annie NicIllinnein

Duncan Shirkie 
from Lewis 

competed in 
the accordion 
competitions 
on Saturday 
afternoon.

17_t44mod2016_ac-

cordian_dun-

can_shirkie

Archie 
MacKecknie 

had come 
from Dollar 
Academy to 
compete in 

the accordion 
competition.

17_t44mod2016_ar-

chie_macdairmid

Tom plays key role
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Showing off a huge range of Gaelic music

8 Macs at the musical showcase ‘Our Language and Music’. 7_t43mod_8 Macs

Lewis Pipe Band at ‘Our Language and Music’. 7_t43mod_Lewis Pipe Band

Rebecca MacCritchie not only ran the bar in the Crown Hotel but charmed the customers with a song or two. 17_t44mod2016_rebecca

The entertainment was given a thumbs up by Raymond Bremner. 
17_t44mod2016_raymond bremner

Oban’s Nicola Pearson, left, who works in Stornoway, joined the party for a song. 17_t44mod2016_nicola and ronnie

Neil MacCritchie and Ricky Hannaway get carried away with the evenings entertainment. 17_t44mod2016_neil and ricky

Ceum Air Cheum at ‘Our Language and Music’. 7_t43mod_Ceum air cheum

Ness Melodeon Band at ‘Our Language and Music’. 7_t43mod_Ness Medodeon Band

The islands choirs at ‘Our Language and Music’. 7_t43mod_islands choirs

The Nicolson Institute and Sir E Scott Youth Pipe Band. 7_t43mod_Nicolson Institute

Freya Maclean, Coisir Og 
an Rubha, was second in 

poetry reading. 
16_T42–Mod_Freya Maclean

Lewis Pipe Band play for the Sharon MacKinnon Dancers. 
7_t43mod_Lewis Pipe Band

Western Isles Trad Orchestra and the Lynn Maclean and Claire Wilson Dancers. 7_t43mod_Western isles

Social SceneSocial SceneSocial SceneSocial SceneSocial SceneSocial Scene

Dearbhla Newman, seen with 
her big sister, competed in the 

poetry recitation. 
16_T42–Mod_Dearbhla Newman

Broadcasting 
Gaelic to the world

BBC ALBA broadcasting daily programmes from this year’s Royal National Mòd in Stornoway, including three live programmes.
This year, for the � rst time ever, there will be live coverage from the � nal day of the festival when the choral competition takes place as choirs battle it out to win the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield. This will complement the two live programmes covering the premier solo singing competitions, the An Comunn Gàidhealach gold medal, which took place yesterday (Wednesday) and the traditional gold medal � nal taking place today (Thursday).The full Mòd coverage includes:

� Thursday 20, 7.30-10pm – live coverage of the traditional gold medal competition for singing with Gaelic broadcaster Morag MacDonald and Skye singer Art Cormack providing analysis. 
� Friday 21, 1.30-5pm – live coverage as nine choirs battle it out to win the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield. Also the Margrat Duncan Memorial Trophy competition. Winners of the Esme Smyth Trophy and the Mull and Iona Shield will also feature.

�  Friday 21, 10-11.30pm – the � nal programme will provide performances from the choral competitions held over the past few days, including the winning performances of the Lovat and Tullibardine Shield, the Margrat Duncan Memorial Trophy and the Esme Smyth Trophy.Each programme and video highlights is available to view at http://www.bbc.co.uk/alba.
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CATRIONA NICAOIDH, who 
lives on the west side of Lewis, 
says that Gaelic is a huge part of 
her identity. 

Her first language is Gaelic and 
she still mainly speaks it with her 
family. She’s not participating in 
any competitions this year, but 

has previously competed in folk 
groups under 18. Catriona plays 
the pipes, guitar and the melo-
deon. She said: ‘I highly enjoy the 
Mòd, but I wish there would be 
more focus on performances that 
embrace the Gaelic tradition, and 
not just competitions.’

Thoughts of a multi-instrumentalist

Catriona NicAoidh.

AIG TOISEACH seachdain na 
Mòid, tha sinn air bhioran. De 
choir a dh’iarradh tu ach a bhith 
an sàs anns a’ Mhòd. An ceòl, 
an craic, amaideas gu leòr, agus 
deochan am pailteas. ’S math 
a bhith an sàs sa h-uile càil, 
bho gach taobh. Mi-fhìn Ricky, 
agus mo charaid Catriona, a’ 
sealltainn dhuibh taobh eile dhan 
Mhòd.

Eadar cruinneachadh deilbh 
tasglann na h-Oban Times, sinne 
a’ cur am pìos seo air dòigh, 
agus sinn cuideachd an sàs ann 
an tachartasan a’ Mhòd, dh’ 
fhaodadh tu a radh gu bheil sinn 
trang! 

AIr a’ chiad oidhche, ghabh 
mi orm a-steach do thalla a’ 
bhaile agus bha mi am measg 
an fheadhainn a bha a giùlain 
lasairean seirbheis fosglaidh 
a’ Mhoid. As dèidh dhuinn 
caismeachd suas chun Ionad 
Spòrs fhuair sinn an cothrom a 
bhith air an àrd ùrlar còmhla ri 
leithid Daimh agus Mischa Nic 
a Phearsain! 

Oidhche Dhisathairne, as 
dèidh farpaisean nan ionnstra-
maidean, bha cuirm mhòr eile 
san ionad spòrs. Le thaic bho 
Andrew Yearly, Anna Mhoire-
ach, Jane Hepburn fhuair 

luchd ciùil an eilean air an sgilean 
a thaisbeanadh mar phàirt den 
chuirm Ar Cànan ’s Ar Ceòl. Bha 
mi-fhìn a’ seinn còmhla ri Coisir 
nan Loch agus Coisir nan Eilean, 
agus mo charaid Catriona, a’ cluich 
còmhla ri Ceum Sunndach, agus 
a bharrachd air a sin, chuala sinn 
bho iomadh comhlan agus neach 
ciùil bhon eilean.     

Gheibh sibh iomradh bhuam den 
choir den Mhòd, ach chun uairsin, 
ma chi sibh mi aig a’ bhàr.... G&T!

I, RICKY, and my friend Catriona 
will give you all the important 
information about this year’s 
Mòd. On the opening night I 
was a torch-bearer. I was singing 
on stage alongside the Mischa 
MacPhearson trio and the Gaelic 
supper group Daimh.

On Saturday night there was 
a big event. The local musicians 
displayed their skills as part of 
the concert, ar canan ’s ar ceol. I 
had the chance to sing with Lochs 
Choir and rhe Islands Choir while 
my friend Catriona played with the 
Ceum Sunndach Ceilidh Band. 

You’ll read more from us about the 
rest of the Mòd but until then, if you 
see us at the bar, mine’s a G&T! 
� Ricky Hannawya is a freelance 
Gaelic media producer and vlogger.

Our man in Stornoway: Ricky 
tells of his Mòd experiences 

Shiona Mackay, right, sitting next to Mary Pollock at this year’s CalMac reception. Standing behind 
them is Katrina MacCuish with husband Alasdair MacCuish. 17_t44mod2016_maccuish

Duncan Macrae, left, standing next to Shona MacLennan, Janet MacDonald and Norma Young. 17_t44mod2016_janet

Megan McMillan, Bun-sgoil Bogh Mor. Participant in recitation of 
prescribed poetry 7-8 year olds. 16_T42_Mod_Megan

Cllr Iain Mackenzie, left, his wife Georgina and 
Cllr Alasdair Macleod.  17_t44mod2016_organiser

Fionnlagh Calum 
MacDhombnaill, 
Bun-sgoil Ulapuil 

with his mum.
 Participant in 
recitation of 
prescribed 

poetry 7-8 year olds.
16_T42_Mod_Fionnlagh

Eve Munro, Bun-sgoil Port Ilein. Won third place in 
recitation of prescribed poetry 11-12 years. 16_T42_Mod_Eve

Fiona Mackenzie, left, and Indigo Carnie, of the 
National Trust for Scotland. 17_t44mod2016_cocktail

Ruairdh Morrison, left, standing next to Norma Morrison, Fiona Morrison, John 
Morrison and John Joseph MacIsaac, right. 17_t44mod2016_morrison

Law student Rory Morrison and David Cannon of 
CalMac. 17_t44mod2016-calmac

CalMac holds reception to launch the Mòd 
and set the scene for the whole festival

More photos available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK/MOD
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Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

We have removed the football from the photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the position 
of the players and use your skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a 
cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate coupons. 
This a special one off competition to celebrate the Mòd.  The entry with the cross nearest to the 
centre of the ball wins the jackpot.

SPOT THE MÒD BALL
CLOSEST TO THE BALL WINS £100

Please remember to enclose 
£1 for  20 crosses.  The 
maximum number of attempts 
on this coupon is 20, but 
you may enter on separate 
coupons as many times as 
you wish.  No photocopies 
allowed.  You agree to abide 
by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a 
ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses 
may be put on this coupon for 
£1. Send to ‘Spot the Mòd Ball’ 
Competition, The Oban Times, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon 
and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope 
and post it to "Spot the Mòd 
Ball" Competition, The Oban 
Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. 

October 25. No refunds will be 
given for entries received after 
the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban 
Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be 
posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for 
entries which are delayed, mislaid or 
lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on 
all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered 
into. The fi nal decision rests with the 

Company.
In the event of more than one 
correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning 
entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the 
discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right 
to declare the competition null 
and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full 
refund of the price of the coupon 
to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their 
immediate relatives and any person 
otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

buy Mòd photos at
obantimes.co.uk/mod

SPECIAL DISCOUNT
Get a special discount when you spend 

more than £9 on your photo order

20% off your order
simply enter this code at the checkout stage

MOD201620
* delivery still charged at the normal rate

updated DAILY

buy Mòd photos at

Mòd results Mòd results Mòd results
MONDAY
Junior Choir: Choral 
– Unison Under 19 
Open: 1 Còisir Òg 
Ghàidhlig Ìle, Queen 
Elizabeth Coronation 
(1937) Trophy, 2 
Falkirk Junior Gaelic 
Choir, 3 Glasgow Islay 
Junior Gaelic Choir; 
Solo Singing Girls 
Ages 11-12 Learners: 
1 Eve Stewart, 
Rionnagan Rois, 
Ronald MacEachen 
Memorial Cup, 
Dunoon Observer & 
Argyllshire Standard 
Medal and Gold 
Badge, 2 Jessica 
Gordon, Rionnagan 
Rois, Dunoon Ob-
server & Argyllshire 
Standard Medal 
and Silver Badge, 
3 Kirsty Nicolson, 
Còisir Òg an Rubha, 
Dunoon Observer & 
Argyllshire Standard 
Medal and Bronze 
Medal; Choral - 
Unison Under 13 
Learners : 1 Rion-
nagan Rois, Donald 
& Mamie MacPhail 
Trophy, Morag Robb 
Memorial Trophy and 
Darlington Society 
Silver Jubilee Trophy; 
2 Seòid Lacasdail, 
Bun-sgoil Lacasdail; 
Choral - Puirt-a-beul 
Under 13 Learners 
: 1 Rionnagan Rois, 
Olive Campbell 
of Inverneill MBE 
Trophy and Macintyre 
Cup, 2 Port Ellen 
Primary School Gaelic 
Choir, 3 Comunn 
Gàidhealach Mhuile;  
Solo Singing Girls 
Ages 13-15 Learners: 
1 Lucy Smith, An 
Eaglais Bhreac, 
Alexander Hamilton 
Trophy, Jean Graham 
Memorial Trophy 
James C. MacPhee 
Memorial Medal 
and Gold Badge, 
2 Iona Scott, Bogh 
Mòr, Silver Badge, 
3 Abbie Morris, Ìle 
, Bronze Badge; 
Junior Group: Folk 
Groups Under 13: 1 
Na Rudhaich, Murdo 
MacFarlane Trophy 
and Gold Badge, 2 
Ainglean Theàrlaich, 
Silver Badge, 3 Clann 
Thròndairnis (A), 
Bronze Badge; Solo 
Singing Girls Ages 
9-10 Learners : 1 
Talia Graham, Sgoil 
a’ Bhac, Mrs Roderick 
B Munro Trophy and 
Gold Badge, 2 Anna 
MacLeod, Sgoil Sir E 
Scott, Silver Badge, 3 
Layla MacIntyre, CGM 
- Loch Alainn, Bronze 
Badge; Folk Groups 
Under 19: 1 Strung, 
Drawn & Quartered, 
Allan Thomas Mitchell 
Trophy and Gold 
Badge, 2 Faram, Sil-

ver Badge, 3 Còmhlan 
Acadamaidh Dheis, 
Bronze Badge; Choral 
- Two-part Harmony 
Under 13 Learners; 1 
Comunn Gàidhealach 
Mhuile, Susan 
Paterson Caledonian 
MacBrayne Trophy;  
Solo Singing Ages 5-6 
Learners : 1 Sophie 
Stewart, Rionnagan 
Rois, Joan Campbell 
Memorial Trophy 
and Gold Badge, 2 
Niamh Dalton, Sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, 
Silver Badge, 3v, 
Bronze Badge; Choral 
- Two-part Harmony 
Under 19 Open : 1 
Còisir Òg Ghàidhlig 
Ìle, Tom Crawford 
Trophy; Junior Solo: 
Solo Singing Boys 
Ages 11-12 Learners: 

1 Hamish Kennedy, 
CGM - Loch Alainn, 
Dunoon Observer 
& Argyllshire 
Standard Medal 
and Gold Badge, 
2 Nathan Rogers, 
Bun-sgoil Lacasdail, 
Dunoon Observer & 
Argyllshire Standard 
Medal and Silver 
Badge, 3 Alexander 
Dugdale, Comunn 
Gàidhealach Mhuile, 
Dunoon Observer & 
Argyllshire Standard 
Medal and Bronze 
Badge; Solo Singing 
Under 19: 1 Emily 
Robertson, Còisir Òg 
na h-Eaglais Brice, 
Skelmorlie and District 
Highland Association 
Quaich, 2 Ruairidh 
Gray, Sgoil Lionacleit, 
3 Katie Macfarlane, 
Àrd-Ruigh; Solo 
Singing Boys Ages 

13-15 Learners: 
1 Ryan Johnston, 
Bogh Mòr, Alexander 
Hamilton Trophy, 
James C. MacPhee 
Memorial Medal and 
Gold Badge, 2 Ross 
McLeish, Àrd-sgoil an 
Òbain, Silver Badge, 
3 Oscar Tormod Fish, 
Sgoil MhicNeacail, 
Bronze Medal; Duet 
Ages 13-15 Learners: 
1 Holly Smith & Lucy 
Smith, An Eaglais 
Bhreac,  Donald Ross 
Memorial Trophy and 
Gold Badge, 2 Abbie 
Morris & Elizabeth 
MacMillan Currie, Ìle, 
Silver Badge, 3 Oscar 
Tormod Fish & Juliet 
Rose McKenzie, Sgoil 
MhicNeacail, Bronze 
Badge;    Solo Singing 
Boys Ages 9-10 

Learners: 1 Seumas 
Macrae, Sgoil Lìonail, 
Dr Archie MacKinnon 
(Islay) Memorial 
Trophy and Gold 
Badge, 2 Calum 
MacLeod, Sgoil Loch 
nam Madaidh, Solver 
Badge, 3 Don Neil 
Macdonald, Sgoil an 
Taobh Siar, Bronze 
Badge; Action Song 
Under 13: 1 Clann 
Thròndairnis, 2 
Commun Gàidhealach 
Mhuile; Drama 
Under 13: 1 Clann 
Thròndairnis, Donald 
Macdonald Memorial 
Trophy and Gold 
Badge, 2 Sgoil nan 
Loch, Silver Badge, 3 
Bun-sgoil Lacasdail 
C, Bronze Badge; 
Junior Choir: Choral - 
Unison Rural Primary 
Schools Only: 1 Còisir 
Ghàidhlig Bun-sgoil 

Phort Ilein, Badenoch 
& Strathspey Area 
Committee Trophy, 
2 Còisir Ghàidhlig 
Bun-sgoil Bogh Mòr; 
Drama Under 19: 
1 Àrd-sgoil Mhic-
Neacail, John Niven 
Anderson Memorial 
Trophy and Gold 
Badge;  Waulking 
Under 19 : 1 Clann 
Thròndairnis, The 
Harris Tweed Author-
ity Award, 2 Còisir Òg 
an Rubha; Traditional 
Singing Open Ages 
16-18 Learners: 1 
Mairead MacSween, 
Acadamaidh Bràghaid 
Albann, Provost 
of Falkirk Medal 
and Gold Badge, 
2 Otilie Lawrence, 
CGM - Loch Alainn, 
Silver Badge, 3 Laura 

Nicoll, Acadamaidh 
Bràghaid Albann, 
Bronze Badge;  
Junior Oral: Poetry 
Recitation Ages 7-8 
Learners:  1 Mary 
Morrison, Sgoil an 
Rubha, Gold Badge, 
2 Scott Mac a’ Phì, 
Bun-sgoil Achadh na 
Creige, Silver Badge, 
3 Rufus Hughes, 
Bun-sgoil Achadh na 
Creige; Storytelling 
Ages 5-8 Learners: 
1 Scott Mac a’ Phì, 
Bun-Sgoil Achadh-na 
Creige, Duais Daisy’s 
Den, Dùn Omhain and 
Gold Badge, 2 Donald 
Andrew Fletcher, 
Sgoil Ghàidhlig Gh-
laschu, Silver Badge, 
3 Fionnlagh Calum 
MacDhòmhnaill, 
Bun Sgoil Ulapuil, 
Bronze Badge; Poetry 
Recitation Ages 13-15 

Learners: 1 Ryan 
Johnston, Bogh Mòr, 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
Silver Medal and Gold 
Badge, 2 Elizabeth 
MacMillan-Currie, 
Ìle, Silver Badge, 
3 Rachel Bolton, 
CGM - Loch Alain, 
Bronze Badge;  
Poetry Recitation 
Ages 16-18 Open: 
1 Gillian Maclean, 
Sgoil MhicNeacail, 
Gold Badge; Poetry 
Recitation Ages 5-6 
Learners: 1 Rachel 
Swallow, Bun-sgoil 
Chondobhrait, Phemie 
Wilson Memorial 
Trophy and Gold 
Badge, 2 Morven 
Burns, Bun-sgoil 
Chondobhrait, 
Silver Badge, 3 Niamh 
Dalton, Sgoil Ghàidh-

lig Ghlaschu, and 
Bronze Badge; Poetry 
Recitation Ages 11-12 
Learners: 1 Mirren 
Brown, Bun-sgoil Port 
Ilein, Gold Badge, 2 
Freya Maclean, Còisir 
Òg an Rubha, Silver 
Badge, 3 Eve Munro, 
Bun-sgoil Port Ilein, 
Bronze Badge; Poetry 
Recitation Ages 9-10 
Learners: 1 Rowan 
Morris, Bun-sgoil Port 
Ilein, Cowal Trophy 
and Gold Badge, 
2 Tom Davis, Sgoil 
Shiaboist, Silver 
Badge, 3= Rebecca 
Morris, Bun-sgoil Port 
Ilein and Isla Crosbie, 
Bun-sgoil Chille 
Chòmhain, Bronze 
Badge; Conversation 
Ages 5-8 Learners: 
1 Rufus Hughes, 
Bun-sgoil Achadh na 
Creige, Sabhal Mòr 

Ostaig Silver Medal 
and Gold Badge, 2 
Scott Mac a’ Phì, 
Bun-sgoil Achadh na 
Creige, Silver Badge, 
3 Fionnlagh Calum 
MacDhòmhnaill, 
Bun Sgoil Ulapuil, 
Bronze Badge; Solo 
Singing Ages 7-8 
Learners: 1Aimee 
MacLeod, Sgoil nan 
Loch, Hugh Macintyre 
Memorial Cup;  Junior 
Duet: Duet Under 13 
Learners: 1 Rowan 
Morris & Rebecca 
Morris, Bun-sgoil Port 
Ilein, Angus MacTav-
ish Memorial Trophy 
and Gold Badge; 

SATURDAY
Junior Instrumental: 
Instrumental – Fiddle 
Under 13: 1 Alice Nic 
a’ Mhaoilein, Còisir 
Òg an Rubha, Gold 
Badge, 2 Finlay 
MacLennan, Bun-
sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir 
Nis, Silver Badge, 3 
Emma Morrison, Àrd-
sgoil Dalziel, Bronze 
Badge; Junior Group: 
Fiddle Groups Under 
19: 1 Strung, Drawn 
& Quartered, Gold 
Badge; Instrumental 
- Fiddle Ages 13-18: 
1 Lachlan Murdo 
Kennedy, St Mary’s 
Music School, Robert 
MacCallum Memorial 
Trophy and Gold 
Badge, 2 Jessica 
Muir, Conservatoire 
Rìoghail na h-Alba, 
Silver Badge; 3 
Annabel Campbell, 
Sgoil MhicNeacail, 
Bronze Badge; 
Instrumental – Piano 
Under 13: 1 Tom 
Davis, Sgoil Shiaboist, 
Jenny M.B. Currie Kilt 
Pin and Gold Badge, 
2 Cailean Macaulay, 
Sgoil an Rubha, 
Silver Badge, 3 Emily 
Armstrong, Bun-sgoil 
Thiriodh, Bronze 
Badge; Instrumental 
- Piano Ages 13-18: 
1 Eilidh G Morrison, 
Sgoil MhicNeacail, 
Margaret Hill-Boyle 
Memorial Trophy and 
Gold Badge, 2 = Emily 
Robertson, Còisir Òg 
na h-Eaglais Brice 
and Alan Angus 
Rowan, Àrd-sgoil 
Firrhill, Silver Badge; 
Instrumental - Accor-
dion (Piano or 3/4/5 
row button instrument 
with Stradella bass 
Under 19 : 1 Kyle 
Gordon Rowan, 
Àrd-sgoil Firrhill, 
Smith Mearns Trophy 
and Gold Badge, 2 
Archie MacKechnie, 
Acadamaidh Dholar, 
Silver Badge; Melo-
deon Instrumental 
–Melodeon (single/
double row instrument 
with simple Diatonic 

bass) Under 19: 1 
Duncan Shirkie, 
Sgoil MhicNeacail, 
Hebrides Haulage 
Trophy, The Fergie 
MacDonald Trophy 
and Gold Badge, 2 
Calum Maclennan, 
Sgoil MhicNeacail, 
Silver Badge; Instru-
mental - Accordion 
(Piano or 3/4/5 row 
button instrument with 
Stradella bass) Under 
19: 1 Kyle Gordon 
Rowan, Àrd-sgoil 
Firrhill, 2 Ciorstaidh 
Chaimbeul, St Mary’s 
Music School, 3 
Archie MacKechnie, 
Acadamaidh Dholar; 
Instrumental - Accor-
dion (Piano or 3/4/5 
row button instrument 
with Stradella 
bass) Under 13: 1 
Archie MacKechnie, 
Acadamaidh Dholar, 
Daniel G R Burt 
(Chapelhall) Airdie 
Memorial Trophy, 
Smith Mearns Trophy 
and Gold Badge, 2 
Luke Macleod, Sgoil 
a’ Bhac, Silver Badge; 
Senior Piping: Ceòl 
Mòr : 1 J. Decker 
Forrest, Isleornsay, 
James R. Johnston 
Memorial Quaich, 
2 James MacPhee, 
Inbhir Nis, 3 Brìghde 
Chaimbeul, An Caol; 
Ceòl Beag:  1 J. Deck-

er Forrest, Isleornsay, 
John Tate MacRae 
Cup,  2 James 
MacPhee, Inbhir Nis, 
3 Brìghde Chaimbeul, 
An Caol; Hornpipe & 
Jig: J. Decker Forrest, 
Isleornsay, Argyllshire 
Gathering Quaich,  
2 James MacPhee, 
Inbhir Nis, 3 Brìghde 
Chaimbeul, An Caol; 
Junior Piping: Instru-
mental - Bagpipes 
Ages 13-15: 1 Ceitidh 
M NicDhòmhnaill, 
Barraigh, Gold 
Badge and Roderick 
Munro Trophy, 2 
Finlay MacVicar, 
Sgoil Lionacleit, Silver 
Badge, 3 Eilidh Morag 
Nic a’ Phi, Acada-
maidh Rìoghail Inbhir 
Nis, Bronze Badge; In-
strumental – Bagpipes 
Ages 13-15: Ceitidh 
M NicDhòmhnaill, 
Barraigh, Gold Badge 
and Lighting Electrical 
Cup,  2 Finlay MacVic-
ar, Sgoil Lionacleit, 
Silver Badge, 3 Eilidh 
Morag Nic a’ Phi, 
Acadamaidh Rìoghail 
Inbhir Nis, Bronze 
Badge; Bagpipes U 19 
Pìobaireachd : 1 An-
gus Finlay MacPhee, 
Acadamaidh Rìoghail 
Inbhir Nis, W.G.G. 
Wilson Trophy, 2 
Calum Craib, Beinn 
na Faoghla, 3 Eòsaph 

Caimbeul, An Caol; 
Instrumental – Bag-
pipes Ages16-18: 
1 Angus Finlay 
MacPhee, Inverness, 
Gold Badge, 2 
Eòghainn Peutan, 
Àrd Sgoil Phort 
Rìgh, Silver Badge, 3 
Calum Craib, Beinn 
na Faoghla, Bronze 
Badge; Instrumental – 
Bagpipes Ages 16-18: 
1 Calum Craib, Beinn 
na Faoghla, Gold 
Badge, 2 Eòghainn 
Peutan, Àrd-sgoil 
Phort Rìgh, Silver 
Badge, 3 Angus Finlay 
MacPhee, Inverness;    
Instrumental – 
Chanter Under 13: 1 
Ryan Mac an T-saoir, 
Sgoil Lionacleit, Gold 
Badge, 2 Heather 
Ross, Bun-sgoil Inbhir 
Pheofharain, Silver 
Badge, 3 Mairi NicI-
ain, Sgoil Lionacleit, 
Bronze Badge; Junior 
Piping: Instrumental 
- Bagpipes Under 13: 
1 Joseph Nicholson, 
Uibhist a Deas, Rod-
erick Ross, Ferintosh, 
Memorial Trophy and 
Gold Badge, 2 Laura 
Robertson, Bun-sgoil 
Ghàidhlig Lochabair, 
Silver Badge, 3 Eala 
Niamh McElhinney, 
Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Ghlaschu, Bronze 
Badge.

Take your partners: Gaels attending the Mòd had plenty of opportunities to kick up their heels at 
ceilidhs  held across the area.

Gàidhlig

Gabh òran

Cànan

Ceòl

Gaelic

Sing a song

Language

Music

learngaelic.scot
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Lodge 
for Sale

28x20 
x2bedrooms

Double glazed and central heated fully 
furnished new carpets throughout 

Only £15,000
Contact seller on 07768 647180

POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
SITES SOUGHT FOR 
WELL-FUNDED LOCAL 
DEVELOPER.

Multiple unit sites in Appin, Benderloch, 
Connel and Oban preferred.  Please 
contact Will Banham confi dentially to 
discuss any opportunities.

bellingram.co.uk

BUILDING PLOT AT PORT RAINICH, ISLE OF MULL 
Guide Price £85,000 
A very rare opportunity to acquire a fantastically situated house site 
with spectacular sea views on the West Coast of Mull. 

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

Glebe Cottage, Taynuilt Guide Price £315,000

A well presented and spacious family home in a quiet location in the desirable 
village of Barcaldine. EPC D60.

Internally, the house is in excellent decorative order and walk in condition with 
a mixture of carpeting and vinyl fl ooring and a neutral colour scheme adopted 
throughout. Benefi tting from oil fi red central heating the property offers warm 
and welcoming accommodation, the property also benefi ts from double glazing 
throughout.The entrance hallway leads to all accommodation within the prop-
erty; the open plan lounge/dining area with sliding doors giving access to the 
garden and large patio area; a good sized kitchen; WC and storage cupboards. 

THE EU referendum 
result is providing an 
unexpected boost to the 
property market on the 
West Coast of Scotland, 
according to a local 
land and estate expert.

In recent months, 
Oban-based Bell 
Ingram has seen a sig-
nificant rise in inquiries 
from British expatriates 
s seeking to return to 
the UK, and particu-
larly those looking to 
move to Argyll and the 
Isles.

Will Banham, of Bell 
Ingram’s Oban office, 
said while there has 
always been prominent 
international interest 
in property available 
throughout the High-
lands and Islands, the 

Brexit vote has caused 
a noticeable increase in 
demand.

Will said: ‘We’ve 
been surprised by 
such a marked jump in 
international inquiries, 
particularly for island 
properties.

‘Recently, we’ve had 
expats in France, Por-
tugal, the Canaries and 
Denmark get in touch. 
The Isle of Mull, in 
particular, seems to be 
of real interest to these 
buyers.’

Factors driving the 
trend appear to include 
perceived value for 
money and the possibil-
ity of Scotland retain-
ing a closer relationship 
with the EU post-Brexit 
than the balance of the 

Properties for sale / to let

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

Demand still 
rising for rental 
properties

A greater number of rental homes 
are needed across the UK in the 
coming decade in order to make 
sure the sector can meet the con-
tinually rising demand, it has been 
reported. 

Rental demand has been climb-
ing for some time, with two main 
factors driving this change. On one 
hand is the reality that the UK has 
seen a rise in the price of owning a 
home, which has meant more and 
more people choosing instead to 
get themselves rental properties. 

In addition to this there is the 
fact that there has been a rise in 
generation rent, where people 
simply choose to rent homes rath-
er than buy their own because it 
is seen as more convenient and 
a generally more modern way to 
live. 

And according to the latest data 
released by Royal Institution of 

Chartered Surveyors (RICS), this 
swelling in demand from tenants 
has meant market now struggles 
to keep up with demand from 
tenants. 

RICS said that at the moment, 
86 per cent of those landlords in 
operation nationwide have no real 
intentions to increase their portfo-
lio of rental properties. However, 
the UK needs this to change, with 
a real need for more homes to be 
brought onto the market in this 
regard. 

It said that by the end of the year 
2025, the UK needs as many as 1.8 
million more homes in the rental 
sector than it currently has. This 
can be addressed by the swell 
of build to rent properties set to 
come to market in the next few 
years, but the country will also 
need landlords to stay interested 
in investing.

LET PROPERTIES NEEDED – LANDLORDS GET IN TOUCH WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM TODAY 
– NOW FULLY MANAGING OVER 150 RENTALS IN ARGYLL & LOCHABER

Lorn Avenue, Oban

£425 PCM

• 1 Bed Unfurnished
• Spacious and bright
• Council Tax Band A
• EPC Rating - D56
• Landlord Reg No. 

212484/130/18490
• AVAILABLE NOW

Cosy 1 bedroom unfurnished � rst � oor � at in 
Oban. This property is in a popular residential area 
and within walking distance of the town centre. It 
comprises of double bedroom, spacious lounge 
and modern shower WC room. The kitchen has lots 
of storage and a cooker installed.

Glen Lonan Road, Taynuilt

£675 PCM

• Fully-Furnished
• Three Bedroom Bungalow
• Rent excludes Utilites (Electric 

Heating) and Council Tax (E)
• Deposit (1M Rent) and References Required.
• Landlord Reg No: 477329/130/29391.
• EPC Rating - F31
• AVAILABLE NOW FOR WINTER LET ONLY

Large 3 bedroom bungalow in Taynuilt. This 
beautiful home has been a high standard holiday 
let and will be available full furnished.rooms. 
Large garden, o�  the main road in lovely area. This 
property is available now for WINTER LET ONLY.

The Glebe, Kilmelford

£590 PCM

• Large 3 Bedroom Furnished Bungalow
• Rent excludes Utilites 

(Storage Heating)
• Landlord registration 476363/130/16231
• Council Tax (E)
• EPC Rating - E40
• AVAILABLE NOW!

Spacious 3 Bedroom Fully Furnished Bungalow in 
Kilmelford. This property is in a popular resedential 
area just 16 miles south of Oban. This property will be 
available for a winter let only. Downstairs it comprises 
of a large kitchen with separate dining room, a 
comfortable lounge, WC and double bedroom.

Ardtornish, Oban

£875 PCM

• 5 bedroom detached house
• Newly renovated
• Unfurnished with white goods included
• Driveway   • Large garden  
• EPC rating - D
• Council tax band G
• Landlord Registration: 

477753/130/05361

Beautiful detached house with stunning views 
across Oban Bay. Newly renovated to a high 
standard throughout in modern, neutral decor. On 
the ground � oor, the generous reception rooms 
are bright and airy with large patio windows 
overlooking the bay. 

Betts Field, Aros, Isle Of Mull

An exceptional plot overlooking the Sound of Mull 
on the Isle of Mull. The plot offers an excellent 
opportunity to purchase a sizable plot in excess of 
1 acre with beautiful panoramic views and private 
access to the shoreline. 

OIRO £110,000

• Large plot with views 
of the Sound of Mull

• In excess of 1 Acre
• Private shore access
• Planning permission 

in principle

Sheepknowe House, Bunessan Isle Of Mull

A substantial detached granite house positioned 
in a private location within walking distance of the 
village of Bunessan, on the beautiful Ross of Mull. 
Built in 1870, the property is full of character and has 
been lovingly maintained by its current owners.

OIEO £325,000

• Spacious detached granite house
• 4 Bedrooms / 4 Bathrooms
• Built in 1870
• Excellent B&B Potential
• Large well maintained garden 

& lawn
• EPC Rating - F26

Comraich, Tobermory

A spacious 3 bedroom detached house located above the town 
of Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. Built 8 years ago by the current 
owners the accommodation comprises a spacious hallway, large 
lounge, dining room, kitchen/diner, utility and master bedroom 
with en-suite bathroom.

OIRO £300,000

• Spacious Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms All En-Suite
• High Standard Fixtures & Fittings
• Private Well Maintained Garden
• Potential B&B/Holiday Rental
• EPC Rating - C75

Falls Crescent, Connel

A modern and spacious detached house located 
in the popular village of Connel in Argyll. The 
property o� ers bright and spacious rooms, 
practical layout and partial views over Loch Etive 
and the hills beyond. 

£300,000

• Spacious Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms + WC
• Partial views of Loch Etive
• Popular village location
• Garden & Integrated Garage
• EPC Rating - C78

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE
LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALE           PROPERTY REVIEWS           PROPERTY NEWS          LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

UK.
In what has been 

a turbulent year for 
the Scottish property 
market, the new three 
per cent premium in 
land and buildings 
transaction tax for 
second homes, the EU 
referendum and the 

possibility of a second 
independence ref-
erendum have all had 
competing impacts on 
market demand.

Will continued: ‘The 
English retirement 
market has unexpect-
edly strengthened 
following the Brexit 

vote with many retirees 
looking to move to the 
West Coast sooner 
rather than later.

‘This has counterbal-
anced the reduction 
in demand for holiday 
homes or for young 
families looking to get 
out of the rat race.

‘Typically, we now 
have an older buyer 
profile looking for 
properties with man-
ageable gardens and 
good views. For the first 
time in many years, big 
plots and acreage can 
actively discourage 
buyers.’

Brexit provides 
unexpected 
property boost
by Will Banham, Bell Ingram Estate Agents, Oban

WANTED

ACCOMMODATION 
REQUIRED

Long Term furnished accommodati on in or 
around the Oban/Connel Benderloch areas 
required by professionals from September.

Please contact Box No: 22, The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB

2 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, EH1 2AS
Telephone: 0131 229 8800 www.johnclegg.co.uk

FREEHOLD FOR SALE IN 4 LOTS OR AS A WHOLE 
A compact, easily managed sporting and amenity estate, 

located in spectacular scenery on the West Coast of Scotland.

Lots from £5,000 to £225,000. 
Offers over £275,000 for the whole.

CARSAIG ESTATE, Tayvallich, Argyll
125.44 Hectares / 309.96 Acres
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

Chimney Sweep / Builder / Labourer
Mid Argyll Based

Experienced trade operative required to carry out solid fuel servicing, general 
building as well as domestic repair & maintenance work throughout Argyll and 
Bute. Applicants should have relevant experience and qualifications although 
training will be given where necessary.

The basic week is 37.5 hours, Monday to Friday 08.30 to 16.30 with a 30 
minute lunch break. The package is £8.95 to £12.52 per hour depending on 
experience, overtime, standby allowance, 37 days paid leave, sick pay, health 
and life insurance. 

This post will be subject to a Basic Disclosure Scotland check.

Closing Date: Friday 28th October 2016.

For further information about this post or for an informal chat please contact 
Phil Burn, Operations Manager on 01546 605 824

To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 

If you are unable to access the recruitment website, please contact:

Tel 01546 605817 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk

Managing Director Oban or Helensburgh

35 hours per week Salary : £48,749 to £57,532

Relocation package available if required

Argyll Homes for All is seeking to recruit a highly motivated individual to lead 
Argyll Community Housing Association’s subsidiary maintenance company.  

Preferably educated to degree level and with a minimum of three years’ 
experience in a senior management position, candidates should be experienced 
in the delivery of “concept to completion” contracts and maintenance 
programmes as well as having knowledge and understanding of multi-tenure 
housing maintenance.

The successful applicant will be responsible for leading and growing the 
business and delivering a customer focused service to ACHA; its tenants and 
our other customers.

A large focus of the role is to ensure that AHFA fulfils its legal obligations, 
particularly in regard to health and safety, and maintaining compliance with 
all relevant legislation.  The postholder  requires in depth knowledge of 
construction health & safety legislation as essential.  A full UK driving licence 
and access to a vehicle for business use is required.

In exchange, AHFA provides a generous package including 33 days annual 
leave, Health Cash Plan, Group Life Assurance, Auto-enrolment Pension 
Scheme, Flexible Working and Sick Pay Scheme.

This post will be subject to a Basic Disclosure Scotland check.

Closing Date: Friday 4th November

Interviews will be held in Inveraray on Tuesday 15th November 2016

For further information about this post or for an informal chat please contact either

Alastair MacGregor, Group Chief Executive on 01546 605922, 
email alastair.macgregor@acha.co.uk

OR John Forbes, current MD of AHFA, on 01546 605899, 
email john.forbes@ahfa.co.uk

To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 

If you are unable to access the recruitment website, please contact:

Tel 01546 605817 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk

North Argyll House
Care Home

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
We are recruiting for the following positions

Senior Care Officer
Full time one year.

Contract to cover maternity leave.  
Care Assistant

Full/part time permanent post for 
day and night positions
Domestic Assistant
part time permanent post 

For an application form contact Manager 
Morag A Telfer 01631 562168

MACLEOD
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

REQUIRE
PLANT OPERATORS 

INCLUDING
COUNTER BALANCE 

FORK LIFT
ALSO

EXPERIENCED 
PLANT FITTER/

MECHANIC
RELEVANT 

CERTIFICATES 
/ LICENCES 
ESSENTIAL

FOR ALL POSITIONS
CONTACT 

Harry Ross
ON 07919 214995
OR e-mail – lil@
mkmacleod.co.uk

LEVEN HOMES LTD - KINLOCHLEVEN

REQUIRES TIME  
SERVED JOINERS
TO START WORK IMMEDIATELY 
DRIVING LICENSE ESSENTIAL

CALL: 01855 831900 or 0777166140
EMAIL- levenhomes@btinternet.comEMAIL: levenhomes@levenhomes.co.uk

Community Project Worker – North/Mid Argyll– 18.75 
Hours per week
Salary: £16,145 - £18,239 pro rata per annum

Community Contacts offers a helping hand with Self Directed Support (SDS) 
in Argyll through offering fact-based information, advice and support with 
people and their families and carers when they require social care. Fund-
ed by the Scottish Government, the Community Contacts team also raises 
awareness of SDS within our neighbourhoods by listening and talking with 
community groups and by putting people in touch with others experiencing 
the SDS process. Working with mutual support volunteers, the project ad-
ditionally helps people to access ‘Click Go’ our web based resource which 
enables people to manage their support at the touch of a button.

The Community Project Worker will contribute to this project by working 
with individuals, families and a community area in North/Mid Argyll to de-
velop awareness of SDS, to turn individual aspirations into plans, to sup-
port individuals to connect with community activities as well as supporting 
volunteers.

We offer competitive terms and conditions including: pension, enhanced 
annual leave, training and career advancement opportunities. 

Please quote job reference number 632 when applying for this vacancy

Closing Date: Noon, Friday 28th October 2016

For more information & to apply
Application packs are available on our website: www.carrgomm.org/work-
for-us
Alternatively, please contact our Recruitment Team:
• Email: recruitment@carrgomm.org
Phone: 0131 659 4781

Carr Gomm is a national charity providing quality care and support 
across Scotland since 1997.

Live-in Carer Required
Hebridean Island

Scots gent seeks live-in carer for elderly 
mother, mid Dec start preferred.  Position ‘all 
found’ and access to car.  Would suit retired 

nurse or professional with domestic skills 
and experience in personal care and manual 
handling.  Unique location offers nature lover/

recluse new challenges.  

Working on CRB approved self 
employment,  Telephone 07796 286723.

MATHESONS FURNISHINGS
SALESPERSON

 For our Oban showroom. Sales and 
administration of household furnishings 

and floorcoverings.
For an application form please contact;

 Mathesons Furnishings
Tweedmill, Soroba Road, Oban

Tel: 01631 565195
Email: info@mathesons.co.uk

 Little Learners’ Nursery requires the following full time staff:

Senior Practitioner – salary £18,945.16
to work alongside the Nursery Manager and deputise in her absence.  
Applicants should be qualified to at least HNC/SVQ3 level in Early 
Education and Childcare and will be expected to work towards a BA in 
Childhood Practice.
The closing date for applications is Monday 31st October

Argyll College wishes to recruit the following posts, based in Oban:

Centre Administrator
Fulltime 8:00am – 4:30pm Monday to Friday. 
There may be some evening work involved

As well as administration, the post involves providing advice and guidance 
to students and assisting in marketing and promotion activities.
Applicants should be enthusiastic, have excellent communication and 
people skills, good IT skills and work with a high level of accuracy and 
attention to detail. Successful applicants will be subject to an application 
to join Disclosure Scotland Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) Scheme.

Salary is £16,546.78
All applications should be made on the application form found on the 
vacancies section of our website www.argyllcollege.ac.uk  
The closing date for applications is Monday 31st October 2016

Driver
Oban     £competitive + benefits     Permanent     Full time     44.5 per week

Be the best on the road

The most important things are safety, customer satisfaction and the 
happiness of the team.

Be the face of one of the UK’s largest suppliers of building materials

Work to the highest industry standards

Enhance our reputation for incredibly professional service

At Travis Perkins we pride ourselves on being a great place to work. We’re 
a top employer that looks after our people and empowers them to look 
after our business and our loyal customer base.

Joining our family as a Driver, you’ll carry out multi-drop deliveries from 
our branch direct to our local customers. It’ll be down to you to make 
sure the vehicle is loaded properly and in line with road and transport 
legislation. And then when you get to your destination, you’ll be the 
ultimate professional: polite, helpful and the face of Travis Perkins.

You join us you’ll need to be:
An experienced Driver with a Class 2 licence
Able to provide CPC training records
Used to working with minimum supervision
Blessed with top-notch people skills

In return, you’ll have every opportunity to drive your career forward within 
a large and expanding business with deep local roots and strong family 
values.

Apply to: Iain.hunter@travisperkins.co.uk or telephone: 01631 564224

Closing date for all posts: 
4 November 2016.

To apply visit our website

School Crossing Patrollers, Campbeltown 
(part-time, term-time)
£12,829 - £13,620 (pro rata)
High Street, Campbeltown  Ref: DVR00268
6 hours 15 minutes per week

Millknowe, Campbeltown  Ref: DVR00276
6 hours 40 minutes per week
Ralston Road, Campbeltown  Ref: DVR00267
5 hours per week

School Crossing Patroller, Oban (part-time, term-time)
£12,829 - £13,620 (pro rata) 
Glengallan Road, Oban  Ref: DVR00273
10 hours per week 

Home Carer (x3) (part-time)
£17,305 - £18,887 (pro-rata)
Kintyre Area  Ref: CMA00518
16 hours per week on a rolling rota.

Home Carer (x3) (part-time)
£17,305 - £18,887 (pro-rata)
Mid Argyll Area  Ref: CMA00474
16 hours per week on a rolling rota.

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Scotland’s Business of The Year  
is looking for…

A SENIOR MARINE OPERATIVE
Toward, Dunoon
Competitive salary dependent on experience

…to join our team of passionate aquaculture 
professionals.
We are currently recruiting for a Senior Marine operative based at our 
site on Strone. 
Under  the direction of the site manager, you will lead a small team in 
all the day to day operations of the site and will assume responsibility 
for staff, vessels and equipment.  
Applicants must have proven leadership, fish husbandry and 
organisational abilities with good numerical and IT skills.  The successful 
applicant must also be committed to high standards of health & safety 
of staff and understand the importance of environmental issues. A 
current clean driving license is essential. 
The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We 
produce our salmon with a pride recognised at home and around 
the World. We require passionate individuals committed to the very 
highest standards in all aspects of our business from animal husbandry 
and sustainability planning to customer service.
In return The Scottish Salmon Company offers a competitive salary 
package within a successful and innovative company. To request an 
application form and/or a detailed job specification please see contact 
details below.

Angela Gibson, HR Officer, 
The Scottish Salmon Company,
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH
Tel: 01499 600 430  angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Monday 16th November 2015
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

MARINE SITES MANAGER  
Loch Striven
Competitive salary dependent on experience 

Scotland’s Business of The Year
is looking for a…
Scotland’s Business of The Year  
is looking for…

A SENIOR MARINE OPERATIVE
Toward, Dunoon
Competitive salary dependent on experience

…to join our team of passionate aquaculture 
professionals.
We are currently recruiting for a Senior Marine operative based at our 
site on Strone. 
Under  the direction of the site manager, you will lead a small team in 
all the day to day operations of the site and will assume responsibility 
for staff, vessels and equipment.  
Applicants must have proven leadership, fish husbandry and 
organisational abilities with good numerical and IT skills.  The successful 
applicant must also be committed to high standards of health & safety 
of staff and understand the importance of environmental issues. A 
current clean driving license is essential. 
The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We 
produce our salmon with a pride recognised at home and around 
the World. We require passionate individuals committed to the very 
highest standards in all aspects of our business from animal husbandry 
and sustainability planning to customer service.
In return The Scottish Salmon Company offers a competitive salary 
package within a successful and innovative company. To request an 
application form and/or a detailed job specification please see contact 
details below.

Angela Gibson, HR Officer, 
The Scottish Salmon Company,
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH
Tel: 01499 600 430  angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Monday 16th November 2015
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a Marine Sites Manager to proactively 
lead the management and operation of our 3 production sites across Loch 
Striven.

The successful applicant will have extensive experience on an Aquaculture 
Marine site with proven capability for motivating, developing and leading 
teams. In addition, they will have the ability to work under pressure and 
deliver agreed objectives within strict timescales.

The role will have direct responsibilities for all aspects of Marine site 
management including; fish health and welfare, feed management systems, 
grading and treatment plans and net washing.  Other key responsibilities 
entail budget control and maintaining site standards, with reference health 
and safety, biosecurity, quality and environmental requirements.

A full driving licence is essential, along with a flexible and independent 
approach to ensure full support to the site teams. 

The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We produce our 
salmon with a pride recognised at home and around the World. We require 
passionate individuals dedicated to delivering the highest standards in all 
aspects of our business from animal husbandry to customer service.

To apply and/or request a detailed job specification please use the contact 
details below.  Please note applications are requested by CV and covering 
letter.

To apply, please contact:
Angela Gibson, HR Officer
The Scottish Salmon Company
Ardkinglas, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8HB
Tel: 01499 600 430 angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Friday 4 November 2016
www.scottishsalmon.com

Crinan
We are looking for 2 
x Team Leaders to 
support the Operations 
Supervisor at the Crinan 
Canal in the daily 
management of the 
operational teams. 

Information about 
Scottish Canals and 
full details of the role, 
including the role 
description, hours of 
work and remuneration, 
can be viewed on our 
‘Join Our Team’ section 
of our website at www.
scottishcanals.co.uk

To apply for the role, 
please send your 
CV and a Covering 
letter to recruitment@
scottishcanals.co.uk 

Closing Date: 
3rd November 2016
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

16/04161/FUL

16/04185/FUL

16/04483/PIP

16/04574/FUL

16/04582/FUL

16/04485/PIP

16/04445/PIP

16/04390/FUL

Development  Address

Grianan, Corriebeg, 
Kinlocheil,
Fort William

Kiel House, Lochaline, 
Morvern, Oban
 

Site 55M South East 
of Fasgadh, Pier Road, 
Kilchoan

Land 390M South of Tigh 
Ghardail, Kingairloch, 
Ardgour

Site 960M North West 
of Druim Glas, Strontian, 
Acharacle

Site 80M South East 
of Fasgadh, Pier Road, 
Kilchoan

House Plot 2 South 
of Coilleras, Wilson 
Way,Banavie,
Fort William

Ardvullin House, Ardgour, 
Fort William

Proposal Description

Erection of house, upgrade existing 
access, installation of septic tank and 
soakaway (renewal of  13/03142/
FUL)

Erection of shed for biomass boiler 
and associated plant, carport and 
garden store

Erection of house, formation of 
vehicular access  (Plot 2) (Renewal 
of 13/02613/PIP)

Telecommunications apparatus, 
ancillary equipment cabinets, fenced 
compound and upgrade of the 
existing access track

Telecommunications apparatus, 
ancillary equipment cabinets and 
fenced compound

Erection of house formation of 
vehicular access,  (Plot 3) (Renewal 
of 13/02614/PIP)

Erection of house,  renewal of 
13/03995/PIP

Erection of playbarn and associated 
external works

Time period for comments is 14 days, 16/04185/FUL is 21 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Maternity Cover

The Argyllshire Advertiser has an opportunity for a 
bright, passionate and hungry trainee reporter to join 

our busy team to cover maternity leave.
The person we are looking for will ideally have passed their NCTJ Prelims, 

including shorthand, be multi-media literate, and unafraid of hard work.
They will be bursting with ideas on where to look for stories, understand 
the importance of fostering great contacts and knowing their patch, and 
be capable of working on their own initiative as well as part of a team.

They should also hold a full, current driving licence.
As well as writing for the newspaper, they will be expected to take occasional 

pictures on the job and contribute to our social media channels.
In return for all this we offer a competitive salary, 
plus initial fi nancial help towards accommodation.

Please apply by email, sending your CV, plus a covering letter and 
some examples of your work to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Trainee Reporter
Here at Wyvex Media, publisher of The Oban Times, the west 

Highland’s best-selling weekly newspaper, we pride ourselves on 
producing quality grassroots journalism.

Our weekly paid-for newspaper, the Campbeltown Courier has 
an opportunity for a bright, passionate and hungry young trainee 

reporter to join our busy team.
Based at our Campbeltown office, the person we are looking for 
will ideally have passed their NCTJ Prelims, including shorthand, 

be multi-media literate, and unafraid of hard work.
They will be bursting with ideas on where to look for stories, 
understand the importance of fostering great contacts and 

knowing their patch, and be capable of working on their own 
initiative as well as part of a team.

They should also hold a full driving licence.
As well as writing for the newspaper, they will be expected to take 
occasional pictures on the job, as well as contribute to our social 

media channels.
In return for all this we offer a competitive salary, great 

experience and training, as well as private health care and an 
enhanced pension.

Please apply by email, sending your CV, plus a covering letter and 
some examples of your work to: Alison Arden - ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

SCOTTISH HYDRO ELECTRIC 
TRANSMISSION PLC

ELECTRICITY ACT 1989
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
THE ELECTRICITY (APPLICATIONS FOR 

CONSENT) REGULATIONS 1990
Notice is hereby given that Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc, 
(company registration number SC213461) and whose registered office 
is situated at Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH1 3AQ) 
has applied to the Scottish Ministers for consent under Section 37 of 
The Electricity Act 1989 to install and keep installed for a temporary 
period (of 1 year) approximately 630m of 132kV wood pole trident 
overhead line between Pole 1 (Grid Reference NH 37464 16592) and Pole 
7 (Grid Reference NH37922 16959) situated to the north of Bhlaraidh, 
Glen Moriston, Invernessshire. The proposal will provide a temporary 
connection whilst a underground 132kV cable is installed to provide 
connection to Bhlaraidh Wind Farm. Within a period of no more than one 
year from its installation, the temporary overhead line referred to above, 
would be removed.
Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc has also applied for planning 
permission to be deemed to be granted under Section 57(2) of the Town 
and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.
A copy of the application, with a plan showing the land to which it is 
available for inspection, free of charge, during normal opening hours at:

(The application can also be viewed at The Scottish Government, Local 
Energy and Consents, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, 
Glasgow, G2 8LU)
Any representations to the application should be made by email to The 
Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit mailbox at representations@
scotland.gsi.gov.uk
or
by post to The Scottish Government, Energy Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 
5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU, identifying the 
proposal and specifying the grounds for representation, no later than 
18th November 2016.
Representations should be dated and should clearly state the name (in 
block capitals) and full return email or postal address of those making 
representations.
Only representations sent by email to the address stipulated will receive 
acknowledgement.
Highland Council Service Point
Memorial Hall Fort Augustus PH32 4DJ
Highland Council
Planning & Development
Glenurquhart Road
Inverness
IV3 5NX
As a result of a statutory objection from the relevant planning authority, 
or where Scottish Ministers decide to exercise their discretion to do so, 
Scottish Ministers can also cause a Public Local Inquiry (PLI) to be held.
Following receipt of all views and representations, Scottish Ministers will 
determine the application for consent in one of two ways:
• Consent the proposal, with or without conditions attached; or
• Reject the proposal
Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government Local Energy & Consents processes consent 
applications and consultation representations under The Electricity Act 
1989. During the process, to support transparency in decision making, 
the Scottish Government publishes online at www.energyconsents.scot. 
When making an email or paper representation you will automatically be 
opted in to its publication unless you choose to mark it as confidential. We 
may share your personal data with DPEA and local Planning Authorities 
but will not publish your personal data (e.g. your name and address) as 
this is removed beforehand in compliance with the Data Protection Act. 
Should you choose not to provide your personal data in an electronic or 
paper representation then your representation will only be considered by 
Scottish Ministers and will not be shared for consideration with any other 
party. If you have any concerns about how your personal data is handled, 
please email us at: energyconsents@scotland.gsi.gov.uk or write to 
Local Energy & Consents, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, 
Glasgow, G2 8LU

Highland Council Service Point
Memorial Hall 
Fort Augustus PH32 4DJ

Highland Council
Planning & Development
Glenurquhart Road
Inverness
IV3 5NX

First Registration 
of a Croft

James MacLean has 
registered his croft 206 
Acharacle, Ardnamurchan 
and Sunart, on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by June 19, 
2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C3113.

Amended Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Anne Catherine 
McLaren has amended 
the registered boundaries 
of the croft known as 19 
& 20 North Ballachulish 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the registers of 
Scotland.  Any person 
who wishes to challenge 
the registration may apply 
to the Scottish Landcourt 
by 30th July 2017.  Details 
of the registration can be 
found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home.  The 
croft registration number is 
C2678

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mr Ewen John MacPherson 
has registered his croft 
Glenegedale Moor, 
Kildalton & Oa, Islay on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 13th 
July 2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home.   The croft 
registration number is 
C3197.

Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft

Mr J Grey is applying to 
the Crofting Commission 
for consent to assign the 
tenancy of the croft at 
2 Garry Gualach, Glen 
Garry, Inverness-shire in 
the parish of Kilmonivaig 
to Mr S Grey of 1 Garry 
Gualach, Glengarry, 
Inverness-shire.

If you consider you 
have a relevant interest 
in this application, you 
may submit comments 
in writing to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or 
email info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of the advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

I & M MacEachen
2 Toigal, Arisaig & Moidart
67559
0.114 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
Condition – With fencing 
conditions. Full details at 
www.crof t ing.scot land.
gov.uk 

N & S MacDonald
2 Bohuntin, Kilmonivaig
4.86.56151
0.175 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
Condition – With fencing 
conditions. Full details at 
www.crof t ing.scot land.
gov.uk 

BLAST AT BANAVIE QUARRY 
MONDAY 24TH OCTOBER 

BETWEEN 12PM-2PM

DONALD CAMERON
Highlands and Islands Region

Donald is hosting drop-in surgeries 
on the following dates

Oban Mon 31st Oct, 1400-1500
 Rockfield Community Centre

Dunoon Fri 4th Nov, 1130-1230
 Function Room 2, Dunoon Pier

Rothesay Mon 7th Nov, 1300-1400
 Moat Community Centre

Fort William Mon 14th Nov, 1230-1330
 Alexandra Hotel

All constituents welcome - 
no appointment necessary

For more information please contact Donald 
on donald.cameron.msp@parliament.scot 

or telephone 0131 348 6989

Meet Your MSP

TORLOCHAN BYRE and FIELD AT TORLOCHAN
GRULINE, ISLE OF MULL
Ref: LTS/TC/2016/31-32

THE LANDS TRIBUNAL FOR SCOTLAND
Notice is hereby given that two applications in terms of Section 90(1)(a) of the Title Conditions (Scotland) Act 2003 have been 
received on behalf of (One) Samantha Anne Duffy, Torlochan Byre, Gruline, Isle of Mull and (Two) Diana May Alexander, 
Glenshee Pottery, Glenshee, by Blairgowrie, both per J & H Mitchell, Solicitors, 51 Atholl Road, Pitlochry PH16 5BU. 

The applications are for the discharge of title conditions (Rights of Pre-Emption) created 13 and 14 years ago which impose 
an obligation to give the persons who are in benefi t of the Rights the fi rst offer to purchase should either of the subjects be 
put up for sale. The applicants consider that the title conditions impose unreasonable impediments on their respective 
subjects that are likely to present diffi culties in any future sales. 

The persons who are entitled to the benefi t of the Rights of Pre-Emption have been identifi ed as Andre Van Rhyn and 
Emily Van Rhyn, formerly of 17 Dundee Terrace, Edinburgh and who now live in South Africa. However, several attempts
to contact them have been unsuccessful. Mr and Mrs Van Rhyn still own the access road at Torlochan Farm.

Any representations as respects the applications should be made in writing to the Clerk to the Tribunal by no later than
17 November 2016, setting out a concise statement of the facts and contentions on which it is intended to rely. A copy should 
also be sent to the applicants’ above-named solicitors. A statutory fee of £25 (cheque payable to Scottish Courts and 
Tribunals Service) must accompany any such representations. 

If the applications are not opposed they may be granted without further inquiry. If they are opposed the Tribunal will decide 
what further procedure is required to deal properly with them. There will usually be a hearing. In addition to a decision on an 
application, the Tribunal will quite often have to decide who should meet the expense of the proceedings. The Tribunal has a 
discretion on expenses, but in terms of Section 103 of the 2003 Act it must have regard to the extent to which an application 
or any opposition to it has been successful. It may also have regard to other matters such as the reasonableness of the way 
the case is conducted. 

Anyone considering opposing these applications may be well advised to seek appropriate legal advice.

George House, 126 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4HH
Tel: 0131 271 4350  Fax: 0131 271 4399
DX ED 259 LP-14 Edinburgh 2  www.lands-tribunal-scotland.org.uk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –
13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below 
during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/02658/PP Re-development of existing bothy to 
form new dwellinghouse with granny 
annexe

Corrie Farm Craignure Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA65 6BA 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

16/02657/PP Demolition of barn and erection of 
detached dwelling and installation of 
septic tank

Corrie Farm Craignure Isle Of Mull 
Argyll And Bute PA65 6BA 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

16/02109/LIB Installation of replacement windows/
rooflights, roof works, replacement 
rainwater goods and repairs to rendering

Glenure Lodge Fasnacloich Appin 
Argyll And Bute PA38 4BJ 

Sub Post Office Port 
Appin

16/02519/PP Installation of oil tank and boiler 2 Lower School Street Port Charlotte 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute PA48 
7TW 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

16/02743/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Creag Mhor Croft Upper Kilchattan 
Isle Of Colonsay Argyll And Bute 
PA61 7YR 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Colonsay

16/02601/PP Erection of 6 dwellinghouses Land East Of 9 Hayfield Oban Argyll 
And Bute 

Oban Area Office

16/02644/PP Installation of replacement shop front 
including re-painting, re-location of ATM. 
Erection of single storey side extension 
to infill goods area and installation of 
external plant to rear flat roof

33 Main Street Tobermory Isle Of 
Mull Argyll And Bute PA75 6NU 

Tobermory Area 
Office

16/02742/LIB Internal alterations to first and second 
floor flats

Rockburn Main Street Tobermory Isle 
Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

Tobermory Area 
Office

16/02628/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, formation 
of access and installation of sewage 
treatment plant

Land West Of Balmeanach Cottage 
Craignure Isle Of Mull Argyll And 
Bute PA65 6BA 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

16/02675/PP Formation of footpath and ancillary 
works

Proposed Route Between Seaview 
Bruichladdich And Port Bhan War 
Memorial Port Charlotte Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Call  today on 

07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 

wanted. Guaranteed best price, no 
hassle, free collection anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota 
Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, 

Shogun, L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, 
Terrano, Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, 
Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 
Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or  � eet 

purchases. Any age nearly new or old, 
any conditions from perfect to written 
o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, high 
mileage, blown engine, overheating 

etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best cash 
price guaranteed.

Call
01631

568000
to sell 

your car 
in our 

Drivetimes 
section

01631 566475 / 07834 640989

ASTRA COUPE TURBO DIESEL
sri + cdti 
150, 6 speed, 08, 
60,000mls, EW, 
RC, AC Locking, 
sport mode, MoT
till Oct 2017, 
Exc Con.
£3,950

01631 710152 evenings/weekends

WK 125 Trail bike
2013 Road legal
Hardly used 
& in excellent 
condition
784 miles
£1,100

07802 188288

FORD MONDEO 2.0 DIESEL GHIA
Auto 08, MOT 
Jan 2017. 110k 
miles. 4 new 
tyres, SH, 
V Econ, 
Good Con,
£3,000

01770 600637 / 07979 416372

NISSAN NAVARA, 58 PLATE
MoT Feb 2017, 
72,800 mls, fully 
undersealed, 
5 new tyres, 
new discs, pads 
& tow bar
£8,500 
ovno

Phone for more info 
07900246414 / 01631 720260

Beta Rev-3 250, 2004 Trails bike
Recent service, all 
oils changed, new 
swing arm and 
bearing
Selling due to 
new bike
£1,000

07501 431012

TOYOTA YARIS 1.3

Petrol, 2005, 
Air Con, 
37,300 miles, 
One Years 
MoT
£2,300

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 

cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

NEW 
CAR 

INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

07526 564994

SAAB 9.3 2008
Air� ow, TiD, 
MoT Aug 
2017, Silver, 
FSH, Great 
Performance, 
Good 
Condition.
£1,850

Contact 07768 647180

JAGUAR XK FOR SALE
Excellent Con 5l, Automatic 
petrol Engine Only 30,540 mls, 
Speed pack body kit with 20” 
Kasuga, Alloys  Ivory lthr interior. 
Heated & Cooled front seats 
With Sat Nav & Parking Aids
Just £34,450 
or next best o� er

WE HAVE A RANGE OF NEW AND USED VEHICLES,
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

ALSO A VARIETY BOATS FOR SALE

FINANCE IS AVAILABLE ON NEW AND USED CARS

    Vehicle Hire and Sales
Burnbank Street, Campbeltown Argyll, PA28 6JD

Tel: (01586) 554480 Mobile: 07795 655486 
Out of hours: (01586) 552382

Email: enquiries@kintyrehire.com Website: www.kintyrehire.com

Vehicles for Sale
Plate Model/description                                                                                  Price
63   Vauxhall Astra 1.6 SRI petrol Tourer (estate) “ONLY” 13000 miles in ice blue  £8,475
12  Vauxhall Astra 1.6 SRI 5door in red 53000 miles                                           £6,495
11 Citroen Grand Picasso Diesel 7 seater 58000 miles in light blue                 £7,995

Under Commercials for Sale
Model/description Price
14  Isuzu D-Max D/Cab pickup in white “ONLY” 13000 miles              £15,995 No VAT
04  Ford Ranger D/cab with top                                                             £3,650 No VAT

To Clear for Sale56  Fiat Punto van                                                                                                   £695

Due In for Sale
16  Vauxhall Vivaro 9 seater 1.6 CDTI BI TURBO L2  3646 Miles           £16555 +VAT        

Boats for Sale
Model/description Price
Chaparral 276 signature sports cruiser with Volvo D 4 265 hp engine            £44,895
26ft  Colvic  Day boat, very well appointed and fitted with a very               
economical Vetus M310 diesel engine                                                             £11,495
Drascombe Lugger complete with 6hp outboard and trailer                              £3,995
6M Avon sea rider delux 75hp mariner outboard and trailer                              £2,895 

To Clear for Sale
Model/description Price
Q18 open dory with or without engine, trailer                                                         OFFERS
28ft Steel Workboat with Volvo TMD41 engine on Volvo leg, needs finishing     OFFERS

MOT CLASS 1, 2, 4 & 7

Tel: 01586 810391 or 
07977 327751

VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.2S

Silver, 
77,500 miles, MOT August 2017

£1,250 ono

Tel: 01583 421262

13’ ORKNEY SPINNER

Fishing Boat
with trolley and 5hp Yamaha engine

£1,500

Tel: 01583 431494

INFLATABLE DINGHY & OUTBOARD
LODESTAR NSA 260 in� atable boat complete with Suzuki 

DT 2.2 outboard. The Lodestar NSA 260 is an in� atable 
boat, 2.6m long with in� atable � oor and keel, 3 person 

capacity, with a weight of 33kg.  The dinghy has seen little 
use and been stored semi in� ated (as recommended) in 
a garage for 3 years.  The dinghy comes with in� atable 

pump along with two Seago lifejackets. The Suzuki 
outboard probably needs a service. Buyer to collect.

£400

Tel: 01586 554884 or 07775 658745

FIAT PANDA 2009 (59)

1.1 Active 
ECO, 5dr, MOT 
August 17,
36,500 miles, 
F.S.H

STODDARTS OF OBAN
TEL.01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

HONDA CBF600N
Full Luggage 
System, Only 
12,400 Miles, 12 
Month MOT
£1,790

STODDARTS OF OBAN
TEL.01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

SPECIAL OFFER
NEW HONDA PCX125 SCOOTER

Fully Auto, Just 
Twist ‘n’Go! Elec
Start, Fitted Honda
Carrier & Topbox, 
Save £200,
2 Yr Warranty, 
66 Plate
£2,699 
ON THE ROAD

Tel: 01250884 306 
or mobile 07885203 020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyotas, Nissan, any 
4x 4 consiered, also non-runners, 

failures, single or double cab.
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Call 01631 568 000 to sell your car in our Drivetimes section

The all-new ALFA ROMEO GIULIA UK Order books open
• The Alfa Romeo Giulia is 

now available to order 
in the UK, priced from 
£29,180.

• The highly-anticipated 
sports saloon features 
all new rear-wheel drive 
architecture, perfect 50/50 
weight distribution and in-
novative engine and driver 
technologies.

• Awarded a prestigious 
five-star Euro NCAP rating 
– the highest score ever 
achieved – thanks to new 
efficient active safety 
systems which come as 
standard across the five 
new trim levels.

• The range-topping Alfa 
Romeo Giulia Quadrifoglio 
is capable of 0 to 62mph 
in just 3.9 seconds, com-
bining distinctive Italian 
styling and exhilarating 
performance.

• For more information 
about the all-new Alfa 
Romeo Giulia range, visit 
alfaromeo.co.uk.

Alfa Romeo has opened UK 
order books today on the 
highly-anticipated all-new Alfa 
Romeo Giulia range, with prices 
starting from £29,180 OTR.

Combining perfect weight dis-
tribution with all-new rear-wheel 
drive architecture, the Alfa Ro-
meo Giulia offers customers best 
in class power-to-weight ratios 
and innovative engine and driver 
technologies.

Customers can also choose 
between four engine variants 
(two petrol and two diesel), 
which are all paired to a new 

eight-speed automatic trans-
mission as standard.

In the UK, the Alfa Romeo 
Giulia model range features five 
trim levels – the Giulia, Super, 
Tecnica, Speciale and the top-
of-the-range Quadrifoglio. Order 
books for the Alfa Romeo Giulia 
Speciale will open later this 
month.

Damien Dally, country manager 
at Alfa Romeo UK, commented: 
‘The all-new Alfa Romeo Giulia 
is a true driver’s car, offering 
beautiful Italian styling and 
stunning performance, and so 
we’re delighted to see strong 
early interest in the car. Passion 
and practicality combine in the 
Alfa Romeo Giulia; there’s never 
been more temptation to own 
an Alfa Romeo.’

New efficient active safety sys-
tems come as standard across the 
range, with the entry level Giulia 
trim featuring forward collision 
warning (FCW) with autonomous 
emergency brake (AEB) with pe-
destrian recognition, integrated 
brake system (IBS), and lane 
departure warning (LDW). The 
innovative safety technology 
contributed to the Alfa Romeo 
Giulia being awarded a prestig-
ious five-star Euro NCAP rating, 
with 98 per cent protection result 
for adult occupants – making it 
the highest score ever achieved 
by a car, despite the more severe 
Euro NCAP evaluation system 
introduced in 2015.

As with all Alfa Romeos, the 
interior of the car focuses 
on driving satisfaction with 
dual-zone climate control, 
Alfa™ DNA rotary driving mode 
selector, Alfa Connect™ display 

infotainment system with DAB 
plus MP3 and Bluetooth connec-
tivity, eight-speaker audio system, 
rear parking sensors and cruise 
control. 

The top-of-the-range Giulia 
Quadrifoglio, powered by a new 
510hp, 600Nm Bi-Turbo V6 petrol 
engine, with an eight-speed pad-
dle shift automatic transmission 
as standard, and featuring sector 
first Alfa™ chassis domain control 
(CDC) system, is also available to 
order from Alfa showrooms with 
prices starting at £59,000 OTR.

To find out more about the all-
new Alfa Romeo Giulia range, visit 
www.alfaromeo.co.uk or to locate 
your nearest Alfa Romeo dealer, 
visit www.alfaromeo.co.uk/
find-a-dealerexciting.
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FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

FORT WILLIAM, Dingwall and 
Highland Marts Ltd, (October 
15) sold 286 weaned calves and 
store cattle, 27 OTM cattle and 5 
adult head of breeding cattle.
Bullocks (179) averaged 241.8p 
sold to 361.3p per kg for a 155kg 
Limousin cross from Keil Farm, 
Ardgour, and £890 gross for a 
405kg Aberdeen Angus cross 
from Glendoe Estates, Fort 
Augustus.
Heifers (107) averaged 218.0p 
and sold to 300.0p per kg for pair 
of 210kg Charolais crosses from 
Keppoch Farms, Roy Bridge, 
and £1,100 gross for a 570kg 
Simmental cross from Moy Farm, 
Banavie.
Breeding cattle (5) sold to £1,100 
gross twice for in calf Simmental 
cross heifers from Traigh Farms, 
Arisaig.
OTM cattle (27) sold to 119.0p 
per kg for a 580kg Aberdeen 
Angus cross from 1 Harland, 
Fort William, and £710 gross for 
a 655kg British Shorthorn cross 
also from 1 Harland.
Other leading prices per head 
and per kg
Bullocks up to 200kg – Moy 
Farm, £590, 337.1p; 201-250kg 
– Keppoch Farms, Roy Bridge, 
£660, 2/3 Kinloid, Arisaig, 
309.1p.

OBAN – Caledonian Marts Ltd 
(Wednesday October 12) had 
forward 406 rams and ram lambs 
at their annual ram sale.
RECORD PRICE AT OBAN 
LIVESTOCK CENTRE 
The dearest tup ever sold at 
Oban Livestock Centre went to 
C & M Symons Ltd, Attonburn, 
Yetholm for a two shear Cheviot, 
purchased by Calum Bannerman, 
Upper Tombrake, Balfron for 
£1,600. The dearest Blackface 
tup was also sold at Oban Live-
stock Centre realising £1,100 
from D Walker, Laigh Alticane, 
Pinwherry and was purchased 
by J McNicol & Sons , Turnault, 
Barbreck. 
Shearlings (345) averaged £314 
(+ £85 on the year), selling to 
£1600.
Ram lambs (61) averaged £198 (+ 
£61 on the year), selling to £450 
from Douglas MacDonald Jnr, 
Tyree, Benderloch, purchased 
by Jimmy Mitchell, Carie Farm, 
Lawyers. 
Blackface Section
BF Shearlings (88) averaged £210 
(- £15 on the year), selling to 
£1100.
Other Leading Prices:-
£1000 Slaterich (Isle of Kerrera)
£800 Laigh Alticane
£700 Brisbane Glen Est
£550 Drissaig
£500 Hardridge
BF Ram Lambs (18) averaged 
£70 (-£41 on the year), selling to 
£180 from Brisbane Glen Estate, 
West Kilbride, Ayrshire to R 
Shaw, Auchnasaul, Drimnin. 
Other Leading Prices:-
£140 Saulmore
£100  Brisbane Glen Estates
Cheviot Section
Cheviot Shearlings (95) averaged 

£380 (+£133 on the year), selling 
to £1600.
Other Leading Prices:-
£900 (3 times) Attonburn
£550 Commonside
£550 Inverbroom
£520 Balure
£520 Maidencots
Suffolk Section
Suffolk Shearlings (24) averaged 
£350 (+£72 on the year), selling to 
£500 from M Mennie, Westside 
of Forglen, Turriff to F Downie, 
Newton of Crathie, Ballater.
Other Leading Prices:-
£480, £450, £420 + £400 
Woodside
£400 + £380 (twice) Newton of 
Crathie
Texel Section
Texel Shearlings (41) averaged 
£381 (+£135 on the year), selling 
to £700 from RS Young, Friarton, 
St Martins purchased by Ann 
MacLarty, Glenshellach, Oban. 
Other Leading Prices:-
Shearlings
£600 (twice) Achnaba
£600, £550 + £500 Fanmore
£500 (twice) Barcaldine Home 
Farm
£480 Shenavallie
£450 Walton
Ram Lambs
£350, £300 (twice) + £280 Bar-
caldine Home Farm
£250 Inion
BFL Section
Blue Faced Leicester Shearling 
(27) averaged £370 (+£70 on 
the year), selling to £600 from N 
Retson, Maidencots, Abington 
purchased by C Bannerman, 
Upper Tombrake, Balfron. 
Other Leading Prices:-
£550, £450 + £400 Maidencots
£480, £420 + £400 Knowes
£450 Broadleys
£420 + £400 Liddesdale
£400 Newton of Crathie
Other Leading Prices:-
Suff x Beltex:- £650 Barcaldine 
Home Farm
Beltex:- £450 + £400 Maidencots
Lleyn:- £320 Newton of Crathie.

OBAN – Caledonian Marts Ltd 
(Tuesday October 5) sold 812 
Suckled Calves, Store and OTM 
Cattle.
Bullocks averaged 252ppkg, 
selling to 337p for a pen of Sim-
mentals from Firm of Ardencaple 
& Scammadale, and to £1,100 for 
a Limousin from D MacDonald, 
Tyree, Benderloch.
Heifers averaged 208ppkg, selling 
to 291p for a pen of Limousins 
from I Campbell & Sons, Stron-
gorm, Oban and to £900 for the 
same pen.
Other Leading Prices:-
Bullocks ppkg
327p Pennygown, 319p Kilbride 
& Strongorm, 316p Kilbride, 
314p Strongorm, 313p Kin-
lochlaich, 312p Scammadale, 
Calgarry & Poltalloch, 306p 
Strongorm, 304p Kengharair & 
Shenaville, 303p Poltalloch & 
Strongorm, 301p Rhulios, 290p 
Strongorm, 288p Poltalloch, 287p 
Pennygown, 286p Calgarry, 285p 
East Hynish, Iochdar & Kengar-
hair.

Around the markets

AN EVENT for farmers is to be 
held on Mull next week focusing 
on keeping livestock healthy .

Representatives from the 
Moredun Research Institute 
and Livestock Health Scotland 
are inviting anyone in the farm-
ing community to join the event.

The evening meeting takes 
place on Thursday October 27 
from 6pm at the Isle of Mull 
Hotel, Craignure.

The evening will start with 
a complimentary meal of wild 
Scallastle venison casserole 
served with chips or new pota-
toes and accompanied with tea 
or coffee. 

This will then be followed 
by three short talks with an 
opportunity for questions and 
discussion. The subjects to be 
covered will be upland tick con-
trol and tick-borne disease, in a 
presentation from vet Ian Gill; 
an update on the sheep scab 
diagnostic study on Mull by Dr 
Stewart Burgess from the More-
dun institute; and Nigel Miller 
(Livestock Health Scotland) 
focusing on best practice biose-
curity for sheep scab control.

This event is free of charge 
but places are strictly limited so 
booking is essential for catering 
purposes.

Anyone interested should con-
tact Beth Wells at the Moredun 
institute on 0131 445 5111 or by 
email to beth.wells@moredun.
ac.uk.

Mull event 
to focus on 
good health

Workshop 
will help 
shepherds
SHEEP farmers are invited to 
attend a free workshop focusing 
on effective worm and fluke 
strategies at Oban Livestock 
Centre. 

The workshop, which runs on 
Wednesday November 2 from 
noon to 4.30pm, is one of seven 
events being held on farms or 
local auction markets around 
Scotland in the coming weeks. 

The workshops are funded by 
Quality Meat Scotland (QMS) 
and will be delivered by vet 
and sheep specialist Dr Fiona 
Lovatt, of Flock Health Ltd.

The workshop in Oban will 
look at best practice in diagnosis, 
control, treatment and pasture 
management in combating both 
fluke and worm problems. 

Attendance is free and lunch 
is provided. To reserve a place 
at this workshop, call QMS on 
0131 472 4040 or email info@
qmscotland.co.uk. Details of the 
other workshops can be found at 
www.qmscotland.co.uk/events.

Tup sells 
for £100k
AT UNITED Auctions’ annual 
sale of blackface shearlings, 
aged rams and ram lambs – 
commonly know as the tup 
sale – at Dalmally Mart on 
Saturday October 15, a top 
price of £100,000 went to 

Elsmcleugh, Dunbar, for their 
ram lamb. 

A total of 525 shearlings were 
sold at an average of £791.66 
and a total of 168 ram lambs 
were sold at an average of 
£2,033.51.

Cakes are sweet success at fi rst sheep fest

David MacArthur, Arnicle, Glenbarr, heads for the sale ring. The 
MacArthurs were delighted with their top reaching £10,000.

John Murray and his girls Katy, Eilidh and Iona watched as three 
of his lambs hit £15,000, £18,000 and £12,000.

The weather wasn’t the best but young visitors enjoyed the face painting and sheep-themed cakes.

AS FARMERS inside Dal-
mally Mart jostled to see a ram 
that sold for £100,000, in the 
field outside, you could get your 
hands on a prize-winning sheep 
for just £1 – though admittedly 
these ones were covered in 
butter icing and decorated with 
marshmallows.

The range of sheep-themed 
home baking was one of the 
hallmarks of the first Dalmally 
Sheep Festival, which raised 

more than £600 for the local 
primary school and playgroup. 

The event, on Saturday Octo-
ber 15, coincided with United 
Auctions’ annual ram sale at 
Dalmally Market, and had a 
family focus, with arts and 
crafts, and even a ‘lamb pen’ 
for younger children to play in.

Popular activities included 
face painting, making sheep 
masks and trying sheep shear-
ing (by scraping shaving foam 

from a balloon). Though wet 
and windy weather presented 
challenges – with some stall 
holders relocating to livestock 
trailers and vans for shelter – it 
didn’t perturb the stars of the 
festival, a visiting collection of 
Hebridean sheep. 

Several local organisations 
were represented, including 
charities Mary’s Meals and 
Craig Lodge, and the local 
‘Knit and Natter’ craft club. 

The cafe and craft stalls were 
run by volunteers with all bak-
ing and drinks donated.

There was plenty for wool 
enthusiasts, with spinning 
demonstrations, an ‘earth 
loom’ (on which anyone could 
have a go at weaving) and 
knitted and felt gifts for sale. 
An Asian yurt (a wood-framed 
shelter) contributed by Heart-
felt at Dalmally Station, hosted 
a wool fibre sale. 

Some of the 36 shearlings brought forward by top Blackie breeder 
Iain Hunter drew a great deal of attention.

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk 
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

QUADS & ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads.
Good selection of used quads in stock 

all serviced/new tyres/warranty

Massey Ferguson 5455 4WD, 2009, c/w MF loader ........................................£23,995
Claas 446 Celtis, 2007, c/w MX Loader, low hours good tyres ........................ £19,995
Kubota M8540 4WD, 2012, c/w Kubota loader/6ft bucket /pallet forks ........ £19,995
New Holland T4050 4WD, 2008, c/w Quicke Q30 loader, Front linkage/ PTO .....£18,795
Massey Ferguson 6270 4WD, c/w MF loader, 1999, 110hp .............................£16,495
John Deere 6100 4WD, 1994, c/w John Deere 640A loader ............................ £13,795
Merlo Turbo Framer 26.6 SPT, 2003, c/w pallet forks/7ft bucket ...................£13,995
New Holland 6635 4WD, 1999, c/w Trima 350 Professional loader ................ £13,795
Massey Ferguson 390 4wd, 1994, 12/12 shuttle, 2 spools, PUH ..................... £11,495
Kubota L5030, 2005, 465  Hours, 6ft Snow Plough and Kuhn Salt Spreader..£10,495
John Deere 6200 4wd, 1993, 85hp, 2 spools, telescopic PUH .........................£10,995
Massey Ferguson 6150 4wd, 1995, Dynashift, air con cab, 95% tyres .............£9,795
Ford 5030 4wd, 1993, 75 HP, synchro shuttle, 4133 recorded hours ................£9,995
Kubota L3830 4WD, 2004, 38HP, shuttle ..........................................................£8,495
John Deere 2140 4wd, 1982, , c/w Quicke 940 loader, 82HP ............................ £7,995
John Deere 2450 2WD, 1988, 70HP, MC1 cab .................................................... £7,495
John Deere 2040 4WD, 1982,  c/w Quicke 3260 loader/ 70HP ..........................£6,995
Case 685 4wd, 1987, c/w Tanco 968 loader 4ft bucket .....................................£6,995
Zetor 6245 4WD, 1990, c/w Grays Lynkon loader, 61HP ...................................£6,995
Kubota B2400 Compact, 2005, 5ft Snow Plough / Salt Spreader .....................£5,795
John Deere Roberine 900 Triple Cylinder Mower, 1 owner, 600 hours, 2003 ...£4,995
Kubota L275 4wd,1984,, c/w 5ft Port Agric topper ..........................................£3,795
Volvo EC2.7, MIDI Excavator, 2010, 3 buckets, quick hitch .............................£13,995
JCB 801.5 Mini Excavator, 2003, 1.5 Ton, 3 buckets ..........................................£8,495
Yanmar B15-3 1.6 Ton mini excavator, 2004, c/wv3 buckets ........................... £7,995
JCB VMT 160 Double Drum Vibrating Road Roller, 2011 ................................... £7,995
Terex Benford HD1001 Hi Tip Dumper, 2008, 4WD ........................................... £7,995
Benford Terex PT6000 Forward Tip Dumper, 4WD, 2007, 6000G payload........£6,995
Ausa D150AHG Swivel Skip Dumper, 2007, 4WD ..............................................£6,995
Benford Terex PS3000 Swivel Tip Dumper, 4WD, 2005, 3000KG payload ........£5,9952 MV accredited, Pedigree 

Zwartbles ewe lambs. 
Well grown show quality.

07780842977
WITH A PROUD HERITAGE SPANNING MORE THAN 112 YEAR, SCOTTISH FIELD 
MAGAZINE IS SCOTLAND’S MOST POPULAR LUXURY LIFESTYLE MAGAZINE.

Call: 01371 851868
For more information and worldwide subscriptions: 

www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/subscribe

THUNDER IN 
THE GLENS
TOP DRAMS 
OF 2016   
SAVING THE 
SCOTTISH WILDCAT
ANDY SCOTT’S 
EQUINE GENIUS

NOVEMBER 2016
MURDERER IN MY FAMILY – What happens when 
you discover your feted ancestor was a genocidal monster?

Plus

10 Villainous cads 
and womanisers 

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   NOVEMBER  2016. £4.25

10OF THE BEST

MR TUNNOCK 
TO THE 
RESCUE

DAZZLING DUMFRIES
Broadcaster Stephen Jardine 
on the joy of being a Doonhamer

WIN£1000 OF 
INTERIOR DESIGN 

VOUCHERS 

Untitled-2   1 22/09/2016   11:58:32

Subscribe to Scottish Field
SILLY & ARCHAIC 
SCOTS LAWS 
BORDERS BELLE 
PHAMIE GOW
SECRET LIFE 
OF WOODCOCK   
GORGEOUS THREE 
CHIMNEYS RECIPES 

AUGUST 2016
CARS OF THE YEAR – Legendary motoring writer 
Neil Lyndon unveils Scottish Field’s best cars of 2016

Plus

3David Cameron’s Scots 
rags-to-riches story 

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   AUGUST 2016. £4.25

3rags-to-riches story PART EXCLUSIVE

100 THINGS TO DO 
WITH THE KIDS

JULY 2016

sf08 Poster.indd   1 23/06/2016   12:43:49
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£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

To Seren and Brendan, 
Innes Ruaraidh Craig.

Wee brother for Tess and Euan 
and great grandson to the
 late Agnes and Duncan 

(Dochie) Black of Seabank, 
Port Appin.

CRAIG - 
On 07 October 

2016

and great grandson to the
 late Agnes and Duncan 

(Dochie) Black of Seabank, 
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S CHIMNEY SERVICES HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Roofl ine 
Fascias, Soffi ts & Gutters

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGEMOBILITY

PERSONALS

WINDOW BLINDSFLOORING

GAS SUPPIERS

TRADE SUPPLIES

COLLECTION & ASSEMBLY

ROOFING CONTRACTORS

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

BESWICK Beatrix Potter 
model Miss Moppet gold 
backstamp excellent condition,  
£37 Telephone 01246 456350.
DICTIONARY Websters new 
International dictionary, in two 
volumes, bound in half leather 
with thumb index, each volume 
12”x9”x3”, lovely condition,  
£60 Telephone 01631 710100.
DUNHILL LIGHTER 
vintage lighter, (1930), rare 
combination ladies compact 
and lighter, formerly gold 
plated brass,  £70 Telephone 
01631 710100.
FISHING ROD AND REEL 
vintage Milwards split cane 
fi shing rod and reel, 3 
piece,(11’6”), plus spare tip, 
brass reel by A & N CSL of 
Westminster, approx 1930s,  
£60 Telephone 01631 710100.

 BICYCLES

GENTS TREK MOUNTAIN 
BIKE Frame 19.5ins, 49.5cm, 
excellent condition, regularly 
serviced,  £99.99 Telephone 
01397 702028.

 BUILDING / DIY

GRANITE BUILDING STONE 
approx 5½msquare, 150mm 
wide different lengths and 
heights, £150 per square 
metre. Telephone 07900 
441543².
TITAN BANDSAW (SCREW-
FIX) plus spare band.  Can be 
seen working,  £25 Telephone 
01631 564452.

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

TYRES prepare for winter. Car 
sold, leaving two Rockstone 
Ice-Plus 195/45/R16, nearly 

new, 4 months old, fi t Clio 
and others,  £70 ono for the 2 
Telephone 01866 844271.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

COMPUTER LAPTOP recent 
purchase, good condition,  
£90 Telephone 07775 836445.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

DISHWASHER 1st edition Hot 
Point, DF52, brand new, never 
used, excellent condition,  £99 
Telephone 01687 470212.
ZANUSSI FRIDGE FREEZER 
595mmx 790mm x 632mm.  
Gross Capacity Freezer: 
226 litres and Fridge: 190 
litres,  £65 Telephone 07936 
870706.

 DOMESTIC PETS

GREY 2 YEAR OLD Jenny 
Donkey, chipped.  Can deliver 
at fuel cost,  £350 Telephone 
01631 564085  or 07990 
731845².
KITTENS READY NOW black 
& black/white kittens which 
are 9 weeks old. Boys & girls 
available. Very affectionate & 
playful. Collect from Taynuilt,  
£65 Telephone 07984 
156780².
LHASA APSO PUPPIES 
beautiful Lhasa Apso Puppies 
ready now.  Have had their 
fi rst vacination, micro chipped 
and wormed.  2 girls and 2 
boys. For more information,  
£500 to £550 each Telephone 
07837 239459.

 FURNITURE

ANTIQUE VINTAGE OAK 
Sideboard, very good 
condition,  £99.99 Telephone 
01631 720452.

BRAND NEW DOUBLE 
DIVAN  Bed complete with 
memory foam/orthopaedic 
sprung mattress, still in 
packaging.  Can deliver, cost 
£450 will sell,  £180 Telephone 
07555 644702.
DINING TABLE AND  CHAIRS 
circular extending dining 
table and four padded chairs,  
£99.99 Telephone 01855 
821482.
DISPLAY DRINKS CABINET 
excellent condition,  £50 
Telephone 01855 821482.
LEATHER SUITE three piece 
leather suite in excellent 
condition rust colour,  £175 
Telephone 01631 720452.

 GARDEN

CAST IRON LAWN ROLLER 
vintage, in good working order, 
repainted for garden display, 
call for details,  £90 Telephone 
01631 564578.
GARDENLINEGVM - 600 
Lawnrake (Lidl), no longer 
required.  Can be seen 
working,  £15 Telephone 
01631 564452.
SMALL REFURBISHED 
VINTAGE implement and 
wheelbarrow wheels.  Freshly 
painted and will make great 
garden feature,  £40 Telephone 
01631 564578.
TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry,  FREE 
Telephone 01631 564848 Call 
Offi ce Hours.
VICTORIAN CHIMNEY POTS 
various shapes and colours, 
ideal garden planters or 
ornamental features, prices 
from,  £40 Telephone 01631 
564578.
VINTAGE CARTWHEELS 
Edwardian/Victorian from 
small to very large, repainted 

for garden or hotel display, 
prices start at,  £40 Telephone 
01631 564578.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC STOVE 2 settings, 
black.  Excellent condition,  
£40 Telephone 01546 606612 
or 07958 005852 Ardrishaig.
GAS FIRE Gazco Riva67 
wall gas fi re with remote 
control, cost £800 new,  £99 
Telephone 07833 462186.
WALL FIRE with white 
pebbles and remote control, 
520w x 660w.  4 years old 
excellent condition.  Same 
as Argos page 896,  £40 ono 
Telephone 01631 563272.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and Pink 
colours in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 HOME FURNISHINGS

3-PIECE SUITE fawn dralon 
with fl oral motif cushions: 
3-seater settee, 2 armchairs. 
Fire safety labels. Good cond, 
photos available(Connel),  
£99 Telephone 01704 
544948.

 HOME OFFICE

EXCUTIVE DESK  excellent 
condition and piece, 
L154xW75xH72cm, 3 
drawers right, 1 drawer+ fi ling 
drawer. Call evening,  £70 
Telephone 01852 300154.
OFFICE DESK oak home 
desk very good condition, 
7 drawers, 3 right & 3 
left+ 1 in the middle. 

L144xW75xH76cm, wheeled 
legs,  £70 Telephone 01852 
300154.
SMALL DESK small PC 
desk, excellent condition & 
price, L82xH80xW58cm. Call 
evening,  £35 Telephone 
01852 300154.
SMALL DESK Small PC 
desk, excellent condition & 
price, L82xH80xW58cm. call 
evening.,  £35 Telephone 
01852300154.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

FITTED KITCHEN oak units 
with black granite worktop.  
Granite sink and Bosch 
dishwasher.  Call for sizes,  
£1500 Telephone 07900 
441543².
KITCHEN BASE AND wall 
units. Worktops and stainless 
steel sink with mixer taps. 
Can be sold separately phone 
for more information. Offers.  
Telephone 07936 870706².

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

FREE STANDING HAIR 
DRYER   in as new condition,  
£50 Telephone 07934 
491712.

 MAIL ORDER

SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS CALENDARS, 
featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 

family and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, Seil, 
Isle of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home offi ces 
or as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS

JIGSAWS 500-1500 Pieces 
as new good selection,  
£1.50 - £4.50 Telephone 01855 
821482².
PRESSURE WASHER 
KARCHER K2, complete with 
high and low pressure lances, 
generally in good condition but 
has a fault. For repair or spares,  
£35 Telephone 07934 491712.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

GUITAR AMP new, Spider 
IV15,  £60 Telephone 07821 
970536.

 POULTRY

POINT OF LAY PULLETS 
Marans, Hybrids and Scots 
Dumpy.  Telephone 07500 
264977².

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

ENVELOPES Wide range 
of sizes and colours, sold 
individually or by the box.  
Contact Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

Thought for the week
Philippians 3:8 

“What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them 
garbage, that I may gain Christ.”

That’s a very personal 
passage. The word “I” 
appears a number of 
times, the word “my” 
appears in it as well. He is 
speaking very personally 
from the viewpoint of a 
first-person testimony.

This, in fact, is Paul’s 
testimony of what was 
going on in his heart at 
the time of his conversion. 

But before we look 
specifically at it, let me 
remind you of one of the 
greatest statements that 
ever fell from the lips of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

It is recorded for us in 
a number of places in the 
gospels, it was a significant 
enough statement that the 
Holy Spirit recorded it in 
several different gospels.

But for us we’ll look 
at Matthew 16 verses 25 
and 26. Here is a familiar 
saying of Jesus, “For 
whoever wishes to save 
his life shall lose it, but 
whoever loses his life 
for My sake shall find it, 
for what will a man be 
profited if he gains the 

whole world and forfeits 
his soul or what will a 
man give in exchange for 
his soul?” 

Now Jesus was talking 
about an exchange. 
He was talking about 
losing something to gain 
something. What He said 
was that in order for you 
to gain you would have to 
lose your life. If you want 
to gain your soul it will 
cost you your life. If you 
desire to save your life, it 
will cost you your soul. 

In other words, if you 
hold on to the things that 
to you are precious and 
reject the things that to 
God are precious, it will 
cost you your eternal soul. 
That’s the exchange. 

And Jesus said, “What 
good is it if you have 
gained everything the 
world has to offer and lost 
your eternal soul?” 

 You would be much 
better off to make some 
exchange of what you 
have in this life for what 
God offers you in the life 
to come.
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GRADUATION

Melaine MacKenzie
Graduated from UHI Argyll College in SVQ3 Social 

Service Children and Young People. Daughter of May 
MacKenzie and John Donn, granddaughter of the late 
Moira and Hector MacKenzie, Dunbeg, and Margaret 

and Phil Barwell, Merseyside. Melaine is now working at 
Rainbow Childcare, Oban.

DIAMOND WEDDING

MACKILLOP - MACKAY - 
At the Grand Hotel, Glasgow 
on September 25, 1956 by 
Rev Donald MacKenzie, 
minister of Salen Church, 
Mull, Duncan to Flora. 
Present address: 2 Dhalling 
Park, Kirn, Dunoon.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

CAMPBELL - BROWNLIE 
- At St. Oran’s Church, Connel 
by the Rev. N. MacCallum, 
Rev. N. MacDonald and the 
Rev. P McConkey on October 
22, 1966, Charlie to Ursula. 
Present address: An-Airidh, 
North Connel.
EDWARDS - MACLEOD 
- At Oban Old Parish Church 
by the Rev. D.A. MacCallum 
on October 20, 1966, Donald 
to Anne. Present address: 
Rhumor, Drummore Road, 
Oban, Argyll. 

DEATHS

BLACK - Peacefully, at 
Cowal Community Hospital, 
Dunoon, on October 11, 2016, 
James McKinnon Black, in his 
93rd year, of 2 Weem Flats, 
Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, and 
formerly of Lismore, retired 
Lochgilphead Post Offi ce, much 
loved husband of Charlotte, 
loving father of Duncan, dear 
father-in-law of Susan, much 
respected grandfather of 
Kirstin, Julie and Duncan, and 
great grandfather of William, 
Thea, Oscar and Lily.  Funeral 
service was held at Cardross 
Crematorium on Wednesday, 
October 19, 2016.  Sadly missed.
CAMERON - Peacefully, on 
October 13, 2016, at Eadar 
Glinn Care Home, Oban, in 
her 88th year, Joanne, a much 
loved sister, sister-in-law and 
auntie. Sadly missed.
CORMACK -  Unexpectedly, 
at Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
Glasgow on Monday, October 
17,  2016, James (Jim) 
Cormack, aged 86 years. 
Loving husband of Jean, also a 
much-loved dad, grandad and 
brother. Funeral Service will 
be held at 2.30pm on Thursday, 
October 27, 2016 in Kilmallie 
Parish Church, Corpach; 
thereafter to Glen Nevis 
Cemetery. Family fl owers only 
please. Donations, if desired 
to Invernevis House can be 
given at the church door or 
forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Dudley 
Road, Fort William.
GRAHAM - Peacefully at 
home in Oban, on October 15, 
2016, aged 91 years, Donald 
Morrison, (Donnie), retired 
dentist, beloved husband 
of Annie, much loved and 
loving dad and grandpa. 
A Celebration of Life of 
Donnie, will take place at 
The Free High Church, 
Oban, on Tuesday, October 
25 at 1.00 p.m, thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery. Bright 
colours preferred. Family 
fl owers only please. Retiral 
collection/donations if desired 
will be taken for Argyll Beats 
Cardiovascular Disease 
(known as ABCD).

JACKSON - Peacefully, after 
a long illness, borne bravely, 
at the Mid Argyll Hospital, 
Lochgilphead, on October 13, 
2016, Victor Jackson, aged 70 
years, of Drimlea, Cossack 
Street, Lochgilphead, beloved 
husband of Christine Sinclair, 
loving dad of Neil, treasured 
‘Uncle Victor’ to Kim, Kyle, 
Glen and Rachel, cherished 
brother of Christine and the 
late Sandra and a dear uncle 
and cousin to all the family. 
A good friend, neighbour 
and work colleague to many. 
Funeral service will be held in 
Lochgilphead Parish Church, 
on Friday, October 21, 2016, 
at 12.00 noon, thereafter 
to Achnabreac Cemetery. 
Flowers welcome. Donations 
if desired, to “The Brain 
Tumour Charity”. All friends 
are respectfully invited to 
attend.
JOHNSTONE - Suddenly 
at the home of her daughter, 
in Erskine, on October 12, 
2016, Ena Johnstone, aged 86 
years, loving wife of the late 
Neil Johnstone, dear mum 
of Raema, Neil and the late 
Alexander and Catherine, a 
much loved nanny and great 
nanny. Funeral will take place 
from St. Columba’s Cathedral, 
Oban on Tuesday, October 
25 at 10.00 am, thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery. Family 
fl owers only please. Retiring 
collection/donations if desired 
for St. Columba’s Cathedral 
Fund.
MACKENZIE - Duncan 
(Dochie), January 9, 1957 - 
October 12, 2016. Duncan 
passed away, peacefully at 
home, after his year long 
battle with cancer, he applied 
his usual wit and banter 
throughout this challenging 
time. He was a much loved 
son of the late Archie & Isobel 
MacKenzie, a dear brother to 
Mary and a loving uncle to 
Jenna and David. Duncan will 
be sorely missed by all his 
family, his many friends and 
neighbours.
MACLACHLAN - Suddenly 
at the Queen Elizabeth 
hospital Glasgow on Monday, 
October 10, 2016, Neil (Big 
Neillie,) aged 64 years of 
Bruichladdich, Islay. Beloved 
son of late Neil and Olive 
and much loved brother of 
late David, sister Janet and 
brother-in-law of  Alistair. 
Service in St Kiarans, Islay on 
October 20, 2016. Very sadly 
missed by all.
McLACHLAN - Mary (nee 
Hunter). On October 16, 2016 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, in her 93rd year, beloved 
wife of the late Gordon, much 
loved mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother, aunt and 
friend. A service to celebrate 
her life will take place at 1.00 
p.m. on Thursday, October 
27, at Oban Parish Church, 
thereafter to Pennyfuir. Family 
fl owers only, donations if 
desired to Oban RNLI and 
North Argyll House. 
OMAN - Peacefully, at 
Auchinlee Care Home, 
Campbeltown, on October 
11, 2016, Margaret Isobel 

MacKenzie, in her 85th year, 
formerly of Wellwood, Airds, 
Carradale, dearly beloved wife 
of the late Colin Donald Oman, 
much loved mother of Leslie, 
Finlay and Garry, mother-in-
law of Kate, Karen and Janice 
and a loving grandmother 
of Christina, Rosslyn, Lucy, 
Karena, Colin, Robbie and 
Ruairidh.
SMITH - (Dalmally). Very 
peacefully, at Lynn of Lorne 
Nursing Home, on October 
14, 2016, George Watson 
Smith, (Geordie), aged 91 
years. Former gardener, 
Brechin Castle and forestry 
worker, Dalmally. Beloved 
husband of the late Mary 
Mackie (Smithy), much 
loved dad of George, John, 
James, Eric, David and Peter, 
adored father-in-law and 
cherished granddad and great 
granddad.  Funeral service 
will take place at Glenorchy 
Parish Church, Dalmally, on 
Monday, October 31, 2016 at 
1.00 p.m. to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 
invited. Family fl owers only 
please. Retiring collection/
donations for Alzheimer 
Scotland – Action on 
Dementia and North Argyll 
Voluntary Car Scheme. 
Geordie was a great friend to 
many and will be very sadly 
missed.
TURNER - Peacefully, at 
Belford Hospital, Fort William 
on Monday, October 17, 2016, 
Catherine (Irene) Turner, aged 
79 years. Dearly beloved wife 
of Frank Turner, a much loved 
mum of Frances, Ann and 
Moira, also a loving granny. 
Funeral Service will be held 
at 11am on Tuesday, October 
25, 2016 in Caol Church of 
Scotland; thereafter to Glen 
Nevis Cemetery. Family 
fl owers only please. Donations, 
if desired to Belford Hospital 
can be given at the church 
door or forwarded to John 
McLellan Funeral Directors, 
Dudley Road, Fort William.
WHYTE - Annina Whyte 
(Faccenda). Passed away 
in Lancaster on Sunday, 
October 16, 2016. Funeral 
service on Thursday, October 
27. Enquiries to Preston 
Ireland Bowker, 20B Queen 
Street, Lancaster, LA1 1RX, 
Tel: 01524 64023. ‘May she 
rest in peace’.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

MACNICOL - The family 
of the late William Alexander 
MacNicol would like to 
express their heartfelt thanks 
to everyone who has helped 
them through this incredibly 
diffi cult time.  For their 
healthcare and professionalism 
Dr Willmington, Dr Calder, 
District and Macmillan Nurses, 
Rev Sandy Stoddart, Mike 
McFall Funeral Directors and 
not least family friends and 
community. Donations will go 
to Macmillan Cancer Support 
and Cancer Research.
RALSTON - The family of the 
late Margaret wish to sincerely 
thank, friends, relatives and 
neighbours for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy and 

support following their sad 
loss. Thanks to Rev. Dugald 
Cameron for a comforting 
service and to D&A Munn 
Ltd for their kindness and 
effi ciency. Heartfelt thanks to 
the staff of Ward A, Lorn and 
Islands Hospital for their care 
and compassion in Margaret’s 
fi nal days. A retiral collection 
of £331.14 was raised for 
Macmillan Day Bed Unit.

MEMORIAMS

GIBSON - In loving memory 
of our dear dad and grampa 
Jimmy, who died October 23, 
2014. Deep in our hearts you 
will always stay. Loved and 
remembered every day.
- Iain and family Dalmally and 
Margaret and family, Canada
JOHNSTON - In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
Neil, who died October 22, 
2005, at home in Heanish, Tiree.
Always in my thoughts.
- Vivienne.
MACASKILL - Treasured 
memories of a much loved twin 
sister Margaret Ann (Annie), 
who died October 16, 2000.
You were someone very special 
That can never be replaced
Always in my thoughts
Forever in my heart.
- Inserted by her loving twin 
sister Morag, Oban.
MACCALLUM - In memory 
of a loving wife and mother Isobel 
who died October 18, 1982.
As time unfolds another year
Our memories keep you ever near 
Although tomorrow we cannot 
share. Within our hearts you 
are always there
- Inserted by her husband 
Donald and family
11 Longsdale Terrace, Oban

Ross Johnston
Graduated with a BSc Honours in Sports and Exercise 

Science from Edinburgh Napier University. Son of Landel 
and Janet Johnston, Luncarty, Perth. Grandson of 

Tommy and Helen Gibson, Dalmally, Landel and Sheena 
Johnston, Methven.

Rosie Stevenson
Connel. Graduated from Argyll College, Oban with a 

Higher National Diploma in Sound Production. Thanks to 
my lovely staff at Connel Village Store for enabling me to 

attend college.

MACCUISH - Treasured 
memories of my beloved 
husband Norman, who passed 
away October 20, 1997.
A bouquet of beautiful 
memories is sprayed with a 
million tears 
Wishing God could have spared 
you for just a few more years
You gave me many things in 
life, gifts both great and small
But above all else you gave me 
love, the greatest gift of all
Love and miss you always
- Flora  
MACINTYRE - 
Remembering with love a 
dearly loved mum Flora, who 
passed away on October 16, 2011.
Loved and remembered every day 
Never more than a thought away
Love Margaret xxx
MACINTYRE - Precious 
memories of our amazing 
mum and granny, who passed 
away October 16, 2011. We all 
love and miss you always
- Fiona, Frank and family xxxx
MACINTYRE - Treasured 
memories of my darling wife 
Flora, who passed away October 
16, 2011. Your memory is our 
greatest treasure. To have to 
love to keep forever. Never 
more than a thought away
Loved and remembered 
every day
- Sadly missed by Hughie 
and Hugh
MACINTYRE - Precious 
memories of a very special mum. 
Loved and missed so much.
- Shona and James xx
Love and miss you granny
- Jamie, Vicky, Carley and 
Chloe xxxx
MACMILLAN - In 
loving memory of Christine 
MacMillan, died October 20, 

2015, age 75 years. Our deeply 
loved mum, mother-in-law, 
gran and great-gran and beloved 
partner of Iain.
We love you to the moon and back 
and miss you sorely every day.
- Inserted by her loving family 
and Iain xxx
MACKILLOP - 
Remembering with love our 
dear mother and nana Mary, 
who died October 26, 2004.
The rolling stream of life goes on
But still the empty chair
Reminds us of the face, the smile
Of one who once sat there
Mum, you are not forgotten
though on earth you are no more
Still in memory you are with us
As you always were before.
- Helen and Joe.
A special person, a special face
Someone we loved and can’t 
replace. Never selfi sh, always 
kind. These are the memories 
nana, you left behind.
- Iain, Deirdre and Mhairi.
MACKILLOP – 
Remembering with love a 
dearly loved and respected 
brother and uncle, Willie, who 
passed away October 14, 2007
You always had a smile to share
Time to give and time to care
A loving nature kind and true
Is the way that we’ll remember 
you. Rest in peace.
- Helen and Joe.
There’s a face we shall always 
remember
A voice we shall always recall
A memory to cherish forever
Of an uncle who was dear to us all
Loved and remembered always.
- Iain, Deirdre and Mhairi.
RILEY - Frankie a dear 
brother sadly missed and in 
our thoughts every day.
- Pauline, Colin and Ryan x.

THOMSON - In loving 
memory of our beautiful son, 
Calum Andrew Thomson, 
who left us October 21, 2011. 
Words cannot express our 
grief, we miss you and we 
love you with all our hearts! 
Always!
- Love Mum, Dad and Eilish
WALKER - In loving memory 
of a wife and mother Marion, who 
passed away October 26, 2001.
Always in our thoughts.
- Allan and family, Islay, 
Gartmore and Blanefi eld.
WOOD - John, October 18, 2010.
Always in our thoughts and 
sadly missed.
- Morag and family.
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McPhee shunted out at 
� rst corner in Montegi
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Please 
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here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3800
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

C Smith
Lunga Road
Oban

M Cameron
Telford Place
Fort William

 Oban youth football team Spartak were given a generous donation from the Argyll and Bute Trust 
which was used to buy rain jackets for the team. Head coach Neil Beaton and the players thank

the trust for the donation.

A FREE week request for 
former player Alan Miller’s 
stag weekend gave Saints their 
fifth fixture-less Saturday out 
of six last week, denying the 
players an opportunity to get 
the disappointing defeat to 
Ferguslie Star immediately out 
of their systems.
 The chance to banish the 
errors which saw five league 
goals conceded on the road 
for the first time in seven years 
comes this weekend in the 
West of Scotland Amateur Cup 
against Saturday morning team 
Petershall Villa.

Founded in 2012, Petershall 
Villa are now in their fifth sea-
son in the Strathclyde Saturday 
Morning Amateur Football 
League where they currently 
occupy ninth place in Division 
1C after away defeats to Kelvin-

CONNEL’S John McPhee was 
caught up in an opening corner 
collision which wiped him out 
of the Moto3 World Champi-
onship race at Motegi in Japan 
last Sunday.

The Racing Steps Foundation-
backed rider, who started the 
race from 16th position on the 
grid, was hopeful of progress 
in Sunday’s race with his qual-
ifying time only 0.6 seconds off 
the pole position time.

However, McPhee’s hopes 
were dashed seconds after the 
start of the race.

The Peugeot MC Saxoprint 
rider took the outside line 
around the long right-hand 
opening corner. But closer 
towards the middle of the pack, 
Estrella Galicia 0,0/Honda 
rider Jorge Navarro soon lost 

John McPhee was unlucky to be somersaulted into the gravel at Montegi.

bridge and Quayside Thistle in 
their opening two fixtures. 

Villa fared no better in an 
extremely tough League Cup 
qualifying competition group 
section containing three Pre-
mier Division teams, losing all 
five matches to finish bottom of 
group section seven. Villa’s cup 
woes against higher league op-
position continued in the Scot-
tish Amateur Cup where they 
fell at the first hurdle to Port 
Glasgow United of Strathclyde 
Saturday Morning Amateur 
Football League Division 1B.

By far the highlight of a 
difficult start to the season for 
Villa came two weeks ago with 
a thrilling Strathclyde Cup win 
over Premier Division Dennis-
toun Vale, whom Saints fans 
will recall from the 2013-14 
Scottish Cup campaign.

The venue for Saturday’s fix-
ture is St Ambrose High School, 
Coatbridge, which numbers 
among its former head teachers 
legendary football historian, 
author and broadcaster, the late 
Bob Crampsey. 

Widely respected for his ency-
clopedic knowledge of Scottish 
football, Crampsey was also 
‘Brain of Britain’ in 1965 and 
a Mastermind semi-finalist in 
1973. His death in 2008 at the 
age of 78 was a great loss to 
Scottish football and was met 
with glowing tributes from far 
and wide.

Top Scottish and UEFA 
referee Willie Collum also 
started his teaching career at 
the Coatbridge school.

Saints previously visited St 
Ambrose High School in Oc-
tober 2013 for a Scottish Am-

ateur Cup second round replay 
against Independent, then of 
Stirling and District Amateur 
Football League Division One.

Following a 3-3 draw at Glen-
cruitten the previous Saturday, 
Saints ran out comfortable 
8-2 winners thanks to goals 
from Donald Campbell, Myles 
McAuley, Allan Mackay, an 
own goal and braces from Craig 
MacEwan and Lewis Cameron.

The replay win kick-started 
a remarkable run which took 
Saints to that season’s seventh 
round where they eventually 
lost out to Eastfield of the Cen-
tral Scottish Amateur Football 
League Premier Division.

This Saturday’s match kicks 
off at 11am, requiring an unu-
sually early start for the Saints 
travelling party. The game must 
be played to a finish on the day 
with extra time and penalty 
kicks, if required, to decide the 
winner if the sides cannot be 
separated after 90 minutes.

Saints manager Alex Craik 
will be hoping the weekend 
revellers return unscathed 
and that the walking wounded 
from the defeat in Paisley have 
recovered sufficiently to be 
included in his plans for what 
should be a good test against 
the Villains from Coatbridge.

The draw for the first and 
second rounds of this season’s 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League Jimmy Marshall Tro-
phy was made at the league’s 
October general meeting with 
Saints receiving a bye in round 
one. Saints will therefore begin 
their defence of the trophy at 
the second round stage where 
they have been drawn away 
from home to Port Glasgow 
OBU of Premier Division 2a.

control of his bike and clipped 
the rear of Leopard Racing’s 
Joan Mir.

Navarro fell to the floor and 
slid wide immediately into the 
path of RBA Racing’s Gabriel 
Rodrigo.

The collision propelled the 
pair further through the middle 
of the pack towards the outside 
of the track, directly towards 
the innocent McPhee.

Somersaulted
McPhee had no time to react, 

and nowhere to go, as he was 
also collected and somersault-
ed into the gravel trap along 
with the stricken machines of 
Navarro and Rodrigo.

McPhee attempted to get 
back on to his bike, but the 
damage was too great for him 
to continue.

After the race, John said: ‘I 
need to say sorry to my team 
because of the hard work they 
did over the weekend to finish 
the race like this. However, it 
wasn’t my fault as another rider 
crashed and there was no way 
for me to avoid him and we 
finished the race at the first 
corner. This was just a racing 
incident.

‘Fortunately, the next race 
in Australia at Phillip Island 
is only a week away and I’m 
already focused on this. We 
were strong all weekend here 
in Japan and, after a look on 
the lap times and everything, I 
knew I could have had a good 
race, which is annoying.’

Early start for Saints as they travel to 
Coatbridge in West of Scotland Cup

Oban defeat Carrick despite red card
Oban Lorne                        17
Carrick                 15
BT West Division One

OBAN Lorne welcomed 
familiar visitors Carrick RFC 
to Glencruitten on Saturday 
hoping to build on last week’s 
convincing 47-7 win over 
Helensburgh. The two teams 
have faced each other on nu-
merous occasions over the past 
few seasons in league and shield 
duty. The Green Machine were 
hoping to make amends on 
Saturday for two heavy defeats 
to Carrick last season.

Carrick made the better start 
to the game and were ahead 
with the first try of the game 
after only a few minutes of 
play to lead 7-0. Oban were 
struggling early on to cope with 
Carrick’s more mobile pack and 
were falling foul of the referee’s 
whistle by giving away too many 
penalties at the breakdown.

With their first notable 
possession of the game Oban 
stormed into the Carrick half 
pressurising the away side. 
Eventually the hosts were 
awarded a kickable penalty that 
was comfortably slotted over to 
narrow the score to 7-3.

Carrick regained possession 

from the kick off and were 
looking dangerous in the Oban 
half. Just as the Oban defence 
won their ball back being 
awarded put in at a scrum, the 
team were dealt a huge blow. 
No8 Cammy Smith picked and 
went from the resulting scrum 
but badly twisted his knee in 
the following tackle. Smith 
was replaced by Connor Ferris 
meaning player/coach Corrie 
Louw moved into No8.

Oban heads were down at 
this point and the team were 
getting nowhere with the ref-
eree by continually giving away 
penalties at the breakdown or 
for being offside. Carrick took 
advantage of this by scoring a 
close range try after a sustained 
period of pressure to lead 12-3.

Oban hit back with another 
penalty from Carmichael 
taking the score to 12-6 before 
storming back in the Carrick 22 
for another period of promising 
attacking play.

With advantage being played, 
prop Connor Ferris showed off 
his past fullback skills by chip-
ping over the defence where an 
onrushing Calum MacLachlan 
almost scored Oban’s first try 
of the day. Oban were called 
back by the referee and Car-

michael again slotted over the 
penalty to bring the score back 
to 12-9 and put the hosts right 
back into the match.

Carrick though had other ide-
as and again looked dangerous 
with the ball in hand securing 
possession close to the Oban 
line, Oban’s poor discipline 
creeped back in aiding the 
visitors in their efforts.

The most notable event of the 
match took place on 30 minutes 
as Oban looked to have cleared 
their lines. Oban centre Dave 
McCabe was called over by the 
referee and was sin-binned for 
being offside in the previous 
play, which was fair considering 
the high number of penalties 
given away previously. McCabe 
however was then shown a 
second yellow card and a re-
sulting red card for reasons still 
unclear to everyone apart from 
McCabe and the referee.

A stunned Oban Lorne were 
now 15-9 down after Carrick 
kicking over the resulting 
penalty but were now forced to 
play the rest of the match with 
only 14 men.

The whole Oban team knew 
they had to up their individual 
effort levels if they had a chance 
of staying in the game. 

Carrick were failing to make 
their numerical advantage 
count and were looking a little 
shaky with the ball in hand, 
electing to kick at the Oban 
back three rather than break-
ing down the defence.

Two successive scrums were 
brought down by Carrick 
resulting in one of their props 
being sin-binned. Oban elected 
for the scrum again and, after a 
few phases of ‘pick and go’, prop 
Tommy Sutherland crashed over 
the line for Oban’s only try of the 
game much to the delight of the 
now noisy support. Carmichael’s 
kick narrowly missed.

With 10 minutes remaining 
Oban captain Craig Wright 
broke free from a powerful run 
within his own half. Wright dart-
ed through the Carrick defence 
and was unlucky not to score 
being taken down metres from 
the tryline. After just returning 
to 15 men Carrick had another 
player sin-binned after a foul at 
the following ruck preventing 
Oban an attack at the line.

Finlay Carmichael put Oban 
ahead for the first time in the 
game with another penalty, 
taking the score to 17-15 in 
Oban’s favour with only eight 
minutes remaining.

The visitors set up a nervous 
finish to the game by winning 
a penalty in their own half and 
electing to kick for the corner. 
Fortunately for Oban, the am-
bitious kick sailed too far and 
went out past the tryline. This 
was the last play of the game as 
the referee blew the full-time 

whistle much to the joy of the 
Oban Lorne team and support-
ers.

The Green Machine were left 
delighted at taking a win from 
a game that seemed to go so 
much against them in the first 
half. The players should be very 
proud of a very hard-working 

performance where their 
second half showing more than 
merited a narrow win.

The Green Machine will be 
hoping to again build on this 
performance as they travel 
to face Garnock next Satur-
day. Kick-off will be 3pm at 
Lochshore.

The bearded Calum MacLachlan battles his way through the Carrick defence. Photo: Stephen Lawson
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

THE BATTLE to beat the 
drop from the Marine Harvest 
Premiership will carry forward 
to the end of the month following 
the shinty action on Saturday 
October 15. 

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Skye Camanachd 3 
Fort William 1
Skye Camanachd kept their 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
survival hopes alive when they 
beat Fort William 3-1 at Pairc 
nan Laoch, Portree. 

Skye boss John MacLeod was 
on holiday but tuned in to Cuillin 
FM’s online broadcast of the 
match from warmer climes.   

This was Fort William’s fi nal 
match of the season and co-man-
agers Victor Smith and Adam 
Robertson were without Bryan 
Simpson through work commit-
ments whilst Sean Cameron was 
also missing. Fort William also 
had a second team fi xture against 
the Glenurquhart seconds at 
Blairbeg the same day, so Victor 
Smith, Adam Robertson and 
trainer Henry Milne made up the 
substitutes bench.

After a rain-free fortnight in 
Portree, the weather turned damp 
on the morning of the game. The 
pitch was fi rm though and the 
rain was a minor distraction as 
the bottom two sides in the divi-
sion took their starting places. 

A late Jordan Murchison goal 
had earned Skye a 2-2 draw when 
the sides met at An Aird earlier in 
the season. 

The islanders started well in 
this one, shooting towards the 
Skeabost end of the pitch, and 
took the lead after 13 minutes. 
The excellent James Pringle 
played in a shy from the left and 
Kenny Campbell controlled the 
dropping ball before playing it 
short to Will Cowie who took a 
touch at the left of the ‘D’ before 
blasting the ball into the net, over 
Fort William keeper Paul MacK-
ay’s left shoulder, to make it 1-0.  

Paul MacKay made a superb 
save with his caman, above his 
head, to keep out a fi erce Will 

Skye Camanachd 
throw themselves a 
premiership lifeline

Skye’s Jordan Murchison gets to the ball before Fort William’s Calum Shepherd during last
Saturday’s match at Pairc nan Laoch. Photo: Neil Paterson

Fort William manager Victor Smith, watched by Skye’s Neil MacVicar, brought himself on as a 
substitute during last Saturday’s match against Skye but couldn’t prevent his team from going

down 3-1 to the islanders.  Photo: Neil Paterson

Marine Harvest Premiership
                    P       W      D       L       F     A      Pts
Newtonmore  17      15      2       0      70     14      32
Oban Camanachd  18      11      3       4      35     25      25    
Kyles Athletic  17      10      4       3      52     23      24
Kinlochshiel  18      10      3       5      40     26      23
Glenurquhart  18       6       3       9      26     41      15  
Lovat   18       7       1      10     29     45      15
Kingussie  17       6       2       9      27     35      14  
Lochaber  18       4       6       8      27     42      14  
Skye   17       2       8       7      18     34      12 
Fort William  18       0       2      16     15     54       2

Cowie shot from the left. 
MacKay then used his stick to 

good effect to parry a goal-bound 
Kenny Campbell back-hand 
effort from wide on the left as 
Skye threatened to over-run their 
opponents.  

For all Skye’s fi rst half pressure, 
they were unable to add to their 
tally and only took a single goal 
advantage into the break. 

Skye doubled their lead a cou-
ple of minutes after the restart. 
Danny Morrison won the ball 
midfi eld and played it down the 
Skye left to James Pringle. By 
the time the ball was played into 
the danger area, Danny Morrison 
had pushed forward and crashed 
the ball high into the net to make 
it 2-0. 

Fort William responded well 
and set siege on the Skye goal 
for the next 15 minutes. Daniel 
Stewart was their main goal 
threat and he saw a shot saved 
with his left foot by Skye keeper 
Jamie Gannon at the expense of 
a corner. 

Gannon then used his legs to 
keep out another Stewart shot 
with Skye defender John Gillies 
playing the rebound to safety.  

A Fort William goal was com-
ing and it arrived on the hour 
mark. 

Victor Smith, who had come 
off the bench to replace John 
Forbes moments earlier, came 
deep to gather the ball following 
a Jay MacLeod shy from the left. 
Smith turned and sent a superb 
shot, from at least 25 yards, into 
the top corner of the net, beating 
Jamie Gannon at his left side. 

Skye full back Steven Morri-
son, who was forced off with a 
foot injury against Kinlochshiel 
a week earlier, had seemed 
uncomfortable since midway 
through the fi rst half with a 
recurrence of the same injury. He 
was eventually withdrawn with 
Neil MacVicar dropping back 
to full back. Chris MacLennan 
moved from the forward line to 
defence and Iain Murray came on 
in attack.  

Victor Smith came within a 
whisker of setting up a Fort Wil-
liam leveller when he went wide 
on the right to collect possession. 

Smith made enough space to 
play a delightful ball across the 
goal but Padraig McNeill was 
unable to get on the end of it. 

Skye made sure of the points 
when Will Cowie scored his 
second goal of the game after 79 
minutes. The home side worked 
the ball forward from a shy on 
the left and Cowie crashed the 
ball home to make it 3-1. 

There was still time for Paul 
MacKay to save a Jordan Mur-
chison shot with his foot and for 
Arran MacPhee to burst forward 
from the Fort midfi eld before 
sending the ball high over the 
bar. 

The match was played in good 
spirit and referee Graham Cam-
eron fl ashed just one yellow card, 
early in the contest, to Fort Wil-
liam full back James Tangney for 
a sliding tackle on Skye forward 
Will Cowie as he ran in on goal. 

This was Skye’s second top 
fl ight win of the season. It leaves 
an incredibly tight mid-table in 
the division and, with Kingussie 
and Skye still to play their fi nal 
league fi xtures, only three points 
separate fi fth-placed Glenur-
quhart and ninth-placed Skye 
Camanachd. 

Fort William can take much 
from this game into next season 
and Scotland U21 Head Coach 
Alan MacRae will be pleased to 
hear of Arran MacPhee’s ener-
getic performance at full centre 
as he will when he is briefed on 
the contributions made by Skye 
duo Will Cowie and John Gillies.    

The upshot is that Skye must 
beat champions Newtonmore 
at the Eilan at the end of the 
month by two clear goals to beat 
the drop at Lochaber’s expense. 
That is unless Kingussie suffer 
a heavy defeat against Kyles 
Athletic at Tighnabruaich that 
same day which would mean a 
single goal Skye win could result 
in Kingussie’s relegation. 

It’s an unlikely permutation 
and with Newtonmore due to 
be presented with their seventh 
successive Marine Harvest 
Premiership trophy after the 
Skye match, they will be in no 
mood to lose their fi nal game 
of the season so Skye’s chances 

seem remote at best. However 
they have maintained interest in 
the shinty programme until the 
fi nal premiership fi xtures of the 
season.  

Newtonmore 2 
Kyles Athletic 2
Newtonmore and Kyles Athletic 
shared the points in a 2-2 draw in 
diffi cult conditions in their 1pm 
throw up at the Eilan.

The sides drew 2-2 in con-
troversial circumstances at 
Tighnabruaich earlier in the 
season when Kyles scored late 
in the game courtesy of disputed 
penalty. 

Kyles got their noses in front on 
six minutes. Newtonmore keeper 
Owen Fraser made a save but he 
wasn’t able to get the ball away 
quickly enough and Roddy Mac-
Donald showed great bravery as 
he dived in to poke the ball home. 

Newtonmore equalised mid-
way through the half as Fraser 
MacKintosh was played through 
on goal and slipped the ball home 
from the edge of the ‘D’ to make 
it 1-1 with 22 minutes played. 

It looked as if the sides would 
go into the interval level until 
seconds before half-time when 
Kyles’ full back Donald Irvine 
and ’More full forward Evan 
Menzies moved higher up the 
park. 

The ball was knocked past them 
both but Menzies ran through to 
tuck the ball past keeper John 
Whyte for his 23rd goal of the 

season, one behind top scorer 
Glen MacKintosh, to put ’More 
2-1 ahead at half time. 

Roddy MacDonald’s form in 
the second half of this season 
will please Scotland Head Coach 
Ronald Ross and it was MacDon-
ald who drew the visitors for a 
second time with just 12 minutes 
remaining. The goal had a touch 
of fortune about it as MacDonald 
hit a bobbling shot which de-
ceived keeper Owen Fraser and 
the ball sneaked into the net to 
make it 2-2. 

There was a late sending off 
as ’More’s Liam Mullender was 
dismissed by referee Innes Wood 
for a second yellow card with 
only minutes remaining. 

Both teams will take something 
from the game. It was a good 
point for Newtonmore consid-
ering the calibre of the players 
that were missing, whilst it also 
maintains their unbeaten league 
record. 

Kyles have drawn both their 
league games with the champions 
and become the fi rst side to take a 
point from the Eilan in the league 
this season. 

Their goal difference is such 
that they will also be guaranteed 
a second place fi nish, ahead of 
Oban Camanachd, if they take 
at least a point from their fi nal 
league match of the season at 
home to Kingussie at the end of 
the month. 

Kinlochshiel 2 
Lovat 0
Kinlochshiel scored twice in the 
second half to beat Lovat 2-0 at 
Kirkton.

Kinlochshiel had most of the 

pressure in the fi rst half, without 
breaking Lovat’s resilience. 

’Shiel broke the deadlock on 52 
minutes when Keith MacRae cel-
ebrated his recall to the Scotland 
squad by fi nding space 22 yards 
from goal and his low, hard shot 
beat Scotland team-mate Stuart 
MacDonald in the Lovat goal to 
make it 1-0. 

Kinlochshiel, who gave young-
sters Finlay MacRae and Duncan 
Matheson a late run out, made 
sure of the points with eight 
minutes remaining and it was 
Keith MacRae again who did the 
damage. MacRae took down a 
high ball from the left and from 

15 yards out to the left of the ‘D’ 
he hit a powerful shot past the 
keeper’s left shoulder to make it 
2-0. 

The signifi cance of the second 
goal means Lovat drop to sixth 
position in the league on goal 
difference with Glenurquhart 
moving up a place without play-
ing a game.  

Artemis Macaulay Cup winners 
Kinlochshiel end the season in 
fourth spot in the division - their 
highest top fl ight fi nish to date.

Marine Harvest 
National Division
The Marine Harvest National 
Division fi xtures are complete.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Glenurquhart 1 
Fort William 0
Glenurquhart’s second team 
defeated Fort William’s seconds 
1-0 at Blairbeg. 

The ‘Glen’ were without top 
scorer James MacPherson who 
was on holiday. Lachie Smith 
started in defence but the ‘Glen’ 
resisted the temptation to include 
others from their fi rst team 
squad. 

Fort William included veteran 
Paul Bamber in their side as well 
as youngsters Dean Williamson 
and Victor Smith.  

The only goal of the match 
came after 14 minutes. Finlay 
Robertson played a high ball into 
the danger area and when Fort 
goalie Donnie Walker was un-
able to get the ball away, Finlay 

Ralston nipped in to roll the ball 
over the line to make it 1-0. 

The home side, prompted by 
the excellent Ross MacAulay in 
midfi eld, came close to doubling 
their lead on 63 minutes when 
Cairn Urquhart, just on as a 
substitute, pushed forward from 
midfi eld and his high shot dipped 
just under the bar, forcing Donnie 
Walker to make an eye-catching 
save.

‘Glen’, shooting towards 
their favoured shop end in the 
second half, were again denied 
by Walker as he kept out efforts 
from Finlay Ralston and Callum 
Miller. 

At the other end, ‘Glen’ goalie 
Cameron MacLennan made a 
great save to thwart Fort young-
ster Victor Smith on 78 minutes. 
MacLennan stopped the ball with 
his stick, high to his left, to keep 
his side in front. 

There was a late-fl are up 
between Glenurquhart’s Lachie 
Smith and Fort William’s Mark 
Grant but referee Evan MacRae 
let both players away with a stern 
warning. 

Scotland Women’s Head Coach 
Stuart Reid, playing in the ‘Glen’ 
side, must have been impressed 
by the touches shown by Fort 
William substitute Zoe Smith 
when she entered the fray.

The win means the Glenur-
quhart seconds fi nish fourth 
in the league, a point ahead of 
fi fth-placed Skye Camanachd 
seconds. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Taynuilt 2
Aberdour 1
Taynuilt and Aberdour met at 
the Sports Field, Taynuilt on 
Saturday.  

The pitch was in perfect condi-
tion and both teams entertained a 
good crowd with fast, end-to-end 
shinty.
  This was Aberdour’s last game 
of the season and they took a full 
squard of fi rst and second team 
players in their two mini-buses, 
to give them vocal support.  
 Aberdour had the fi rst chance 
of the game, but Chris Parr had 
an excellent save from Angus 
Thorburn.  
The game was fast and furious 
with neither team able to get on 
top, and defences keeping the 
forwards at bay.
  That changed after 36 minutes 
when Taynuilt took the lead with 
the best move of the game. Parr 
played a long ball up to Stuart 
Scott who laid it off to Duncan 
Campbell who showed great 
composure to beat the advancing 
keeper low to his left.
 Taynuilt began to take control of 
the game but just a minute before 
half time Aberdour equalised.  

The wing centre played a high 
ball into the Taynuilt circle 
where, for once, Roddy MacColl 
got in behind Euan Neilson who 
up to that point had been excel-
lent and McColl gave Parr no 
chance with a fi rst time volley.
  Referee Deek Cameron who 
had an excellent game, blew for 
half time with the game fi nely 
balanced.

The second half was the same 
as the fi rst, with both teams 
going at each other from the fi rst 
whistle.

The decisive goal was scored 
in the 57 minutes when Ryan 
Gillies made room for himself 
40 yards from goal and sent a 
rocket shot into the top corner.

This set back seemed to inspire 
Aberdour and they began to pin 
Taynuilt back into their own half 
but Chris Parr made some fi ne 
saves to keep the lead intact.

As the fi nal minutes ap-
proached, the Taynuilt defence 
seemed to lose the composure 
they had shown earlier and be-
gan to defend deeper and deeper, 
giving Aberdour’s forwards a 
number of half-chances which 
fortunately for the home side 
they couldn’t take.

The fi nal whistle was a wel-
come sound to the Taynuilt team 
which moves into the top half of 
the league after this victory. 

Best for Taynuilt were Neilson, 
Parr and S Campbell, but every-
one on the park contributed to 
the win.  Taynuilt’s last match of 
the season is against Inveraray at 
home.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Kilmallie 3 
Inverness 2
The Kilmallie second team 
scored late to beat the Inverness 
seconds 3-2 at Canal Parks.

Inverness had Kenneth Loades 
in their side and he put them in 
front after only eight minutes. 
But Kilmallie U17 player Callum 
MacDougall made it 1-1 on 22 
minutes. 

Inverness went back in front 
on 51 minutes with Scotland 
U21 cap Charlie MacDonald on 
target, but the home side drew 
level for a second time through 
Craig MacIsaac on 62 minutes. 

And that’s the way it stayed 
until four minutes from time 
when Cam Ross netted to give 
Kilmallie the win. 

Kilmallie, with games still 
remaining, stay sixth in the 
league, whilst Inverness remain 
in eighth spot. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
The Marine Harvest South Divi-
sion 2 fi xtures are now complete.
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Saturday October 15
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kinlochshiel 2-0 Lovat 
Newtonmore 2-2 Kyles Athletic
Skye 3-1 Fort William 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1  
Glenurquhart 1-0 Fort William
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Taynuilt 2-1 Aberdour 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Kilmallie 3-2 Inverness 

The Mod Cup
Lewis 0-3 Skye

Scotland head coach 
gives his views on 
game against Ireland
SCOTLAND head coach Ronald 
Ross goes into this season’s shin-
ty/hurling international against 
Ireland on the back of two prom-
ising performances in 2015.

Ross, who is assisted by Lo-
chaber boss Ally Ferguson, will 
pit his wits against Irish coun-
ter-parts Jeffrey Lynskey and his 
assistant Gregory O’Kane who 
are once again at the Irish helm. 

Last year went well for the 
Scots. They recorded a superb 
24-14 victory in the fi rst test 
at the Bught Park. In truth, the 
damage was done in the fi rst half 
when goals from Newtonmore’s 
Glen MacKintosh, Kilmallie’s 
Liam MacDonald and debutant 
Fraser Heath from Glenurquhart 
had Scotland 22-4 to the good at 
the break. It was a devastating 
start from the home side and 
although Ireland, with the wind 
advantage, rallied in the second 
half, the Scots were deserved 
winners. 

Scotland went down 16-14 at 
Croke Park four weeks later but it 
took two late points from Shane 
Nolan and Eoin Price to eventu-
ally give Ireland the spoils.  

This year sees a return to a 
one-off contest with the Marine 
Harvest Quaich at stake.

Ross, in his third year in charge 
of the national team, is clear 
about what his Scotland side 
needs to do to if they are to come 
out on top again in Inverness this 
year.

‘We try and get stronger every 
year and we want to build on our 
successful home performance 
last year,’ said Ross. ‘We will 
need to play our wide, expansive 
game and stay switched on at all 
times. It’s crucial to be sound 
defensively in these games. Ste-
ven MacDonald was good for us 
last year and it would be great to 
clone Rory Kennedy but unfortu-
nately there’s only one of him. I 
have plenty options though and 

Scotland U21 v
Ireland U21
The 2016 Marine Harvest Shinty / Hurling interna-
tional between Scotland U21 and Ireland U21 takes 
place on the Bught Park main pitch on Saturday 
October 22. 

Scotland U21 head coach Allan MacRae said: ‘It’s 
an honour for me to be the head coach of the Scot-
land U21 team, just as it is an honour for the boys 
selected to represent their country. The players have 
all come through a thorough selection process which 
has presented us with a strong, skillful squad who 
will hopefully entertain and look to restore some 
Scottish pride after last year’s disappointing result.

‘We are under no illusion that it will be a tough 
competitive match and both the coaching team and 
the players are looking forward to the challenge.’  

MacRae has named a much-changed squad from 
last year. Only six players survive from the squad 
which was out-played by the Irish in Inverness in 
2015. The new caps include Skye’s 16-year-old 
defender John Gillies and his club-mate Will Cowie 
who is just a couple of years older.

‘Oban Camanachd’s 17-year-old attacker Daniel 
MacVicar is also rewarded for some fi ne perfor-
mances in the Marine Harvest Premiership this 
season whilst there is also a cap for Inveraray keeper 
Scott MacLachlan. 

MacRae has also called up Nick Dalgety who 
caught the eye playing for Lochcarron this season is 
shinty’s fourth tier.  

A strong Irish U21 squad, managed by William 
Maher from Tipperary, is expected to include Wa-
terford centre back Austin Gleeson, one of hurling’s 
most exciting young talents.

Gleeson starred in the Irish side that beat the Scots 
last year and he has just been named in hurling’s 
2016 Bord Gáis Energy U21 Team of the Year as well 
as being both an U21 and senior Player of the Year 
nominee. Wexford full forward Conor McDonald 
will be another to watch. He was due to play for the 
Irish last year but was forced to pull out through 
injury. 

The match will be refereed by Sean Cleere who has 
previous experience of this fi xture. He also refereed 
the shinty/hurling meeting between Kilkenny U17 
and Scotland U17 at Nowlan Park this summer.

Cleere will be assisted by goal judges Russell Ross, 
Archie Ritchie, Billy MacLeod and Andy MacLean. 

Iain Kennedy and Cullum Girvan are the linesmen. 
Throw-in is at 11.50am.

Scotland U21 from: Scott MacLachlan (Inveraray), Rory 
MacKeachan (Kingussie), Ewen Campbell (Beauly), Michael 
MacKenzie (Lovat), Euan Lloyd (Glenurquhart), Blair Morrison 
(Caberfeidh), Callum Grant (Kingussie), John Gillies (Skye Cama-
nachd), Innes Blackhall (Kilmallie), Danny Kelly (Lovat), Barry 
MacDonald (Lochaber), Will Cowie (Skye Camanachd), Oliver Mac-
Rae (Kinlochshiel), Savio Genini (Kingussie), Arran MacPhee (Fort 
William), Daniel MacVicar (Oban Camanachd), Charlie MacDonald 
(Inverness), John McNulty (Glasgow Mid Argyll), Craig Morrison 
(Caberfeidh), Nick Dalgety (Lochcarron) 

Scotland Women v
Dublin Women
The Scotland Women’s squad has an early start 
against the Dublin Women in their Marine Harvest 
shinty/camogie clash on the Bught Park outside 
pitch. 

Scotland Women’s head coach Stuart Reid has 
notched three wins in his three internationals since 
his appointment in 2013. This year’s match promises 
to be the toughest task yet and Reid will rely mainly 
on his tried and tested players as his squad look to 
seal a fourth successive win. 

There are places for former Ardnamurchan player 
Mairi Duncan and the defender was an important 
part of Lochaber’s Valerie Fraser Cup success this 
season. 

Skye’s young defender Christina MacDonald is 
also given a cap and, like Badenoch and Strathspey’s 
Roma Fraser, she has been playing U14 shinty this 
season. Roma Fraser has also turned out for the 
Kingussie second team.  Skye’s Lorna MacRae and 
Lochaber Kirsty Delaney will be key players for the 
Scots and they’ll both look to take their good club 
form into the international arena.

Neil Ferguson is the match referee. He will be 
assisted by umpires Billy MacLeod, John Mathe-
son, Russell Ross and Innes Wood. Throw-in is at 
10.30am. 

Scotland Women from: Taryn Neilson (Aberdour), Elizabeth 
McGregor (Badenoch & Strathspey), Jeanette McGregor (Badenoch 
& Strathspey), Rachel McCafferty (Glasgow Mid Argyll), Laura 
McCafferty (Glasgow Mid Argyll), Christy Docherty (Glasgow Mid 
Argyll), Mairi Duncan (Lochaber), Alana McGarrie (Glasgow Mid 
Argyll), Christina MacDonald (Skye Camanachd), Kathryn Moultrie 
(Aberdour), Lorna MacRae (Skye Camanachd), Kirsty Deans (Bade-
noch & Strathspey), Roma Fraser (Badenoch & Strathspey), Niamh 
Donnelly (Aberdour), Rona Stewart (Badenoch & Strathspey), Katy 
Smith (Aberdour), Laura Gallacher (Lovat), Missy Cameron (Lo-
chaber), Emma Gordon (Skye Camanachd), Caitlin MacLean (Skye 
Camanachd).

I can always use Finlay MacRae 
and all his experience in defence, 
whilst Daniel Cameron is another 
defensive option. You have to be 
strong at the back or you are in 
trouble. 

‘We also need to show game 
intelligence at all times. We don’t 
always need to play at their pace. 
There are fi ne margins between 
scoring a point and losing a point. 
Any mistakes in this game are 
usually punished. We tailed off a 
bit in the second half last year so 
we want to avoid that happening 
again this year.’  

There are some notable absen-
tees, especially Kyles full back 
Callum Miller and midfi elder 
Robbie MacLeod, who are both 
unavailable this year whilst their 
injured team mate Grant Irvine 
is also out of contention. Their 
absences are a reason why there 
are only three south players in the 
pool. 

Ross has allowed Kinlochshiel 
defender Conor Cormack every 
chance to prove his fi tness 
following a hand injury sus-
tained in the Camanachd Cup 
semi-fi nal against Newtonmore 
in mid-August. Cormack made 
his comeback from injury against 
Skye two weeks ago and lined up 
against Lovat in his club side’s 
last match of the season last 
weekend. ‘We’ll benefi t from 
Conor’s experience,’ said Ross.

The Scotland boss went on, 
‘We have players who have 
committed to the training and 
preparation and we have pace in 
the side, especially in midfi eld, 
and you need that. All our players 
are still playing as the domestic 
shinty season draws to a close 
and that’s good for fi tness.

‘Obviously Kevin Bartlett is 
important to us and he makes a 
major contribution from dead 
balls. We’ll also have Stuart 
MacDonald back in goal. He 
played in the fi rst match last 

season but wasn’t available for 
the trip to Ireland.’ 

The Scots have four new caps. 
‘I’m sure the new boys will all 
make their stamp on the team,’ 
said Ross. Oban Camanachd’s 
Lorne Dickie has been a reve-
lation since being deployed in a 
midfi eld role and his performanc-
es caught the eye of the Scotland 
boss earlier in the season. Ross 
added: ‘Lorne Dickie has been 
playing well this season and he 
deserves the call up.’ 

Forward Thomas Borthwick 
is a player Ross knows well and 
he says the Kingussie man ‘adds 
pace’ to the side.

Greg Matheson is another who 
has experience of working with 
the Scotland boss, having pre-
viously captained Scotland U17 
against Dublin U17. ‘It’s a fi rst 
senior cap for Greg. However, he 
has done it all before at U17 and 
U21 level so he knows what it’s 
all about.’ 

Finally there’s Andy MacKin-
tosh who has played a key role 
in Newtonmore’s impressive 
back-line this season which is 
evident as three of them are in the 
current Scotland squad. ‘He is so 
quick,’ added Ross. ‘He’s been 
a key player in the Newtonmore 
defence this year.’

Liam MacDonald is the only 
player in the squad from outside 
shinty’s top division. ‘He scored 
a good goal last year,’ recalled 
Ross. ‘He’s also had a good 
season with his club Kilmallie, 
winning promotion to the 
Premiership. Roddy MacDonald 
has been in great form recently 
and he’s scored a few goals since 
he’s been moved back into the 
Kyles Athletic forward line.’

The Scots will once again be 
captained by Glenurquhart’s 
John Barr, a veteran of these 
encounters. 

Turning his thoughts to oppo-
nents Ireland, Ross said wryly: 

‘Ireland have again upped the 
ante this year and that’s down to 
our better performances last year 
when we won in Inverness and 
only lost by two points at Croke 
Park. They have named a strong 
squad which makes it all the hard-
er for us but that’s what you want. 
You want to test yourself against 
the best. The new Irish players in 
their squad will quickly see that 
they have to make adjustments. 
They can’t catch the ball and 
that’s a big thing for them. Some 
players adjust to that quickly and 
some take a bit longer and that’s 
one reason why Ireland seem to 
get stronger as the game goes on. 

‘They have moved some players 
up from last year’s U21 side 
including 2015 captain Gerry 
Keegan. There are also three 
players from 2016 All-Ireland 
champions Tipperary. We all 
saw the recent All-Ireland Final 
in front of a packed Croke Park. 
Tipperary beat Kilkenny after 
the fi rst match ended in a draw. 
It was fantastic stuff and Michael 
Breen, Paul McGrath and John 
McGrath, who all started for 
Tipperary in the fi nal, have been 
selected for the Ireland squad. All 
three players have been nominat-
ed for All-Star awards this year 
which shows how consistently 
they have played over the season. 
Ireland will come at us all guns 
blazing. There’s no doubt about 
that. However, I believe we have 
the strength and depth to nullify 
their threat.’ 

Ross doesn’t need reminding 
that Ireland have also included 
forward Shane Dooley who has 
caused the Scots problems in 
the past and he will have to be 
watched at all costs. 

Ronald Ross is forging a fi ne 
reputation for himself in inter-
national management. He talks 
enthusiastically about the cross-
codes game and it’s revealing 
that after all the matches on the 

big stage that he has been in-
volved in, he refers to his time as 
Scotland U21 Head Coach when 
a narrow 23-19 defeat to a Tony 
Kelly inspired Ireland U21 side 
in Ennis in 2012 as being, ‘one 
of the best games I’ve ever been 
involved in’.’ 

Let’s hope this coming week-
end adds another notable chapter 
to his glittering shinty career.     

The throw-in is at 2pm and if 
you can’t make it to the Bught 
Park to be one of the 2,000-strong 
crowd, the match will be broad-
cast live on BBC2 Scotland. 

Fort William-based referee 
Innes Wood will take charge 
of the match. The four umpires 

are John Angus Gillies, Archie 
Ritchie, Neil Ferguson and Sean 
Cleere. The linesmen are Iain 
Kennedy and Andy MacLean 
,whilst Calum Girvan is the 
fourth offi cial. 

Scotland from: Stuart MacDonald (Lo-
vat), John Barr (Glenurquhart) (captain), 
Rory Kennedy (Newtonmore), Steven 
MacDonald (Newtonmore), Conor Cormack 
(Kinlochshiel), Lee Bain (Kingussie), 
Andy MacKintosh (Newtonmore), Mark 
MacDonald (Kinlochshiel), Daniel Cameron 
(Oban Camanachd), Lorne Dickie (Oban 
Camanachd), Finlay MacRae (Kinlochshi-
el), Liam MacDonald (Kilmallie), Keith 
MacRae (Kinlochshiel), John MacRae 
(Kinlochshiel), Fraser Heath (Glenur-
quhart), Roddy MacDonald (Kyles Athletic), 
Kevin Bartlett (Lovat), Thomas Borthwick 
(Kingussie), Greg Matheson (Lovat), Glen 
MacKintosh (Newtonmore)

Scotland head coach Ronald Ross.

Saturday October 22
Shinty/camogie
Scotland Women v Dublin
Referee: Neil Ferguson
Throw-up - 10.30am

Shinty/hurling
under-21 international
Scotland v Ireland
Referee: Sean Cleere
Throw-up 11.50am

Shinty/hurling
senior international
Scotland v Ireland
Referee: Innes Wood
Throw-up 2pm

Skye Camanachd 
win 2016 Mod Cup 
Lewis Camanachd 0 
Skye Camanachd 3 
The Skye Camanachd second 
team scored three times in the 
second half to beat Lewis Cama-
nachd 3-0 and lift the Mod Cup 
at a wet and windy Shawbost on 
Saturday October 15.  

The Mod Cup is contested 
between the two shinty teams 
based closest to that particular 
year’s Royal National Mod. Oban 
Camanachd were victors in 2015. 
Lewis Camanachd were previous 
winners in 2011 when they beat 
Uist Camanachd 2-0. Three time 
winners Skye Camanachd’s last 
success came in 1998, although 
the Kyleakin youths were win-
ners in Harris in 2001.

Lewis Camanachd hadn’t 
played competitively since they 
beat the Inverness second team 
4-1 at Shawbost on Saturday  
September 3. Duncan MacIn-
tyre’s side were along usual 
lines, although Innes Lamont 
was missing as was former Skye 
player Stuart Campbell.

The Skye colts went into 
this 2pm throw up on the back 
of a 2-0 derby win over the 
Kinlochshiel colts. They were 
without Ally ‘Cleodi’ MacLeod 
who was on fi rst team duty whilst 
youngsters Ruaraidh MacLeod, 
Connor Gilpin and Ross Gordon 
were all on holiday. Skye reserve 
team boss Davie Pringle named a 
squad with an age group ranging 
from 14 to 50 years. There was 
a place in the squad for 14-year- 
old Martin Pringle who scored 
in the win over the Kinlochshiel 
second team a week earlier 

whilst there was also a call up 
to the travelling party for Skye’s 
1990 Camanachd Cup winner 
Peter Gordon who started at full 
forward.

The opening exchanges were 
fairly even before Will Church 
blasted a chance wide for Lewis. 

There were opportunities at 
both ends as the half wore on with 
Skye going close to breaking the 
deadlock before the break. 

Both sides again had near-miss-
es early in the second half but, 
with the match approaching the 
hour mark, Skye took the lead. 
Iain MacLellan gathered the ball 
in a wide position and played it 
to Peter Gordon on the left of the 
‘D’. Gordon turned and sent the 
ball high into the net to make it 
1-0. 

Further goals followed to seal 
the win. With just under 20 min-
utes remaining, Iain MacLellan, 
now full forward, ran out to the 

right wing to collect the ball. 
MacLellan turned his marker 
before dribbling the ball into the 
‘D’, beating another defender and 
slotting the ball into the bottom 
left corner of the net for what was 
a fi ne individual goal. 

Just a minute later, it was 3-0. 
Iain MacLellan played a corner 
to the back post, just outside the 
‘D’, where Kenny MacLeod hit a 
good strike which squeezed past 
Graham Carey in the Lewis goal. 

Lewis came close to getting 
a deserved goal when a Kenny 
Murray shot hit the side-netting 
late on.  

An Comunn Gàidhealach Pres-
ident John MacLeod presented 
the Mod Cup to Skye Camanachd 
captain David Grant. 

To cap a fi ne day for Skye, 
Daniel Morrison was named man 
of the match, the choice of referee 
Henry MacInnes. 

2016 Marine 
Harvest annual 
shinty awards
THE 2016 Marine Harvest An-
nual Shinty Awards take place at 
the Drumossie Hotel, Inverness 
on Friday October 21. 

The awards ceremony takes up 
its regular slot on the eve of the 
Marine Harvest shinty/hurling/
camogie internationals between 
Scotland and Ireland at the Bught 
Park the following day. 

There are player and manager 
awards for the respective divi-
sions as well as youth awards and 
women’s awards. 

The other categories include 
referees, fair play, volunteers and 
a media award.    

 An Comunn Gàidhealach 
president John MacLeod 

presented the Mod Cup to 
Skye Camanachd captain 

David Grant. 
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 20, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.12 0.4 07.57 3.8 14.45 0.8 20.30 3.6
Fri 03.01 0.9 08.45 3.6 15.40 1.1 21.22 3.3
Sat 03.56 1.1 09.41 3.3 16.44 1.5 22.36 3.0
Sun 04.59 1.4 11.06 3.1 18.03 1.7  **.**  *.*
Mon 00.55 2.8 06.11 1.6 13.28 3.1 19.50 1.7
Tues 02.26 2.9 07.33 1.6 14.54 3.2 21.06 1.6
Wed 03.22 3.1 08.45 1.4 15.26 3.4 21.53 1.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

9
11

10

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds light south south easterly
 Temperatures 7°C to 11ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 7°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Sunny on Saturday
Outlook Light cloud on Sunday
 Winds moderate east south easterly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 11ºC.

Scottish AFL  
results and � xtures
Football
LAST Saturday’s results: 
Premier Division – Oban Saints 
no game; Campbeltown Pupils 
2, Ferguslie Star 2; Premier 
Division One – Rosehill Star 4, 
Dunoon 2; Premier Division 2A 
– Castlemilk 1, Lochgilphead 
Red Star 3; Premier Division 
2B – Strathaven Dynamo 6, 
Tarbert 3.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: West 
of Scotland Cup, second round 
- Petershall Villa v Oban Saints; 
Fordbank Star v Campbeltown 
Pupils; Lochgilphead Red Star 
v Inverclyde; Tarbert v Dailly; 
Westerlands ‘B’ v Dunoon.  

Oban Saints’ youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football

THERE were no youth fixtures 
for Oban Saints youth teams 
last weekend due to school 
holidays. 
 Three of the age groups 13s, 
14s and 15s have no fixtures 
this weekend either due to the 
holidays  but the Under 16s will 
take on the Under 17s at Oban 
High School kicking off at 
2pm. Referee in charge is Tim 
Woodcock.

TWELVE months after being 
involved in the terrible crash 
which claimed the life of his 
close friend and co-driver Andy 
Mort, John MacCrone claimed 
an emotional win in the Beat-
son’s Mull Rally.

The Dervaig driver, piloting 
his Ford Fiesta R5 and reunited 
with co-driver Stuart Loudon, 
with whom he took victory in 
2013, won a thrilling battle with 
his old rival, nine-time winner 
Calum Duffy.

The pair were separated by just 
18 seconds as they entered the 
final 15-mile test at Glen Aros/
Calgary Bay, in the pitch black 
of the Inner Hebridean island at 
1.24am.

As the two drivers strived to 
shave every second they could 
off their time, it was Duffy who 
topped the timesheet, stopping 
the clock in 13 minutes 16 sec-
sonds.

In an incredible finish, Mac-
Crone was slower - 13 minutes 
24 seconds - but the gap was 
enough to ensure he took the 
win by 10 seconds at the end of 
18 stages and a dramatic 160 
miles.

MacCrone, understandably, 
was overcome by the emotion of 
the victory, sitting in his Fiesta 
with his head in his hands, being 
comforted by Loudon for min-
utes after they had crossed the 
finish line.

After being comforted further 
by family and team members, 
MacCrone emerged from the 
car to be hugged by Duffy and 
then dedicate the win to Andy.

‘It’s been a difficult year for 
me,’ he said, fighting to control 
his voice and glancing at the 
tribute ‘Morty’, on his car. 

‘This win is for Andrew. That’s 
all that’s on my mind at the 
moment. 

‘I’m happy to have done it for 
him.’

To come back to contest the 
rally again, just a year after the 
high profile crash - and with 

MacCrone wins emotional 
Beatson’s Mull Rally

the weight on his shoulders - 
MacCrone showed his strength 
of character. To win it was, 
perhaps, destiny.

MacCrone had led the rally 
from the opening test, the 
6.77-miler at Mishnish Lochs, 
when he was five seconds quick-
er than Duffy. By the end of the 
opening five stages, fought out 
in the dark and in changeable 
weather conditions, MacCrone 
had increased the gap to 45.

The core of the rally was fought 
in daylight, through Saturday 
afternoon. Nine stages saw 
Duffy narrowly close the gap to 
36 seconds as driving rain made 
tyre choice for the 150-car field 
crucially important.

But just as MacCrone thought 
he possibly was in complete 
control of the rally, there was an-
other cruel twist on the opening 
stage of the closing four tests.

As the autumn darkness 
shrouded the island, he emerged 
from SS15 - the 21.89-miler at 
Calgary Bay and the longest of 
the rally - believing his bid to 
win had gone.

‘We’ve broken a driveshaft 
six miles from the end of the 
stage: we need to go and get 
it replaced,’ he stated, before 
heading off into the darkness.

With only 16-minutes to the 
start of the next stage at Ben 
More, MacCrone’s crew fitted 
a new driveshaft at the side of 
the road in three minutes. It was 
‘game on’.

At the end of SS15, his lead 
was down to 22 seconds. An-
other four seconds evaporated 
over the next two stages before 
he entered the nailbiting and 
dramatic finale.

Duffy meanwhile was mag-
nanimous in defeat, praising the 
strength and character of his 
friend.

‘Mull is a close family and we 

all know what John has gone 
through over the last 12 months,’ 
he said. ‘Of course I wanted to 
win the rally but, perhaps, this 
year it was meant for John and 
who am I to question that.

‘I cooked four tyres in the final 
stage because I was really going 
for it.’ 

Duffy, piloting his bespoke 
Skoda S2500 on the island for 
the first time, laughed: ‘We had 
a clean enough run through the 
stage but our tyres were off. We 
did the best with what we had.’

Irishman Derek McGeehan 
from Draperston, driving his 
Mini WRC, took his first podi-
um by finishing third. But such 
was the pace of the Dervaig duo 

that he finished eight minutes 43 
seconds behind Duffy.

Earlier in the day, five-times 
Scottish rally champ David 
Bogie had looked on for a po-
dium on his Mull debut. But a 
combination of the treacherous 
conditions and a broken wiper 
motor saw him drop back to 
fourth.

Worse though was to follow 
when, early in SS15, he went off 
in his MkII Ford Escort and was 
forced to retire.

There was disappointment too 
for Paul Mackinnon, many peo-
ple’s pre-event favourite. After 
dropping almost seven minutes 
on the opening stage, when he 
went off his Subaru Impreza, the 

Tobermory driver set a series of 
fastest stage times.His fightback 
though ended on SS7 at Loch 
Kinloch when he spun his 
Impreza, blocking the stage and 
causing a 35 minute stoppage.

And while the top five was 
complete by the Subaru Impreza 
of Shaun Sinclair from Connel, 
and Huddersfield’s Matt Tarbutt 
in another Impreza, the fight 
for the final five places were 
covered by just 23 seconds.

Results: 1 John MacCrone, 
Dervaig, Stuart Loudon, 
Uddingston, Ford Fiesta R5, 2 
hours, 19minutes, 32 seconds; 
2 Calum Duffy, Dervaig, Iain 
Duffy, Dervaig, Skoda Fabia 
S2500, +0.10; 3 Derek McGee-

han, Draperstown, Arthur Ki-
erans, Monaghan, Mini WRC, 
+8.53; 4 Shaun Sinclair, Connel, 
Neil Shanks, Elgin, Subaru 
Impreza S9 WRC, +11.32; 5 
Matt Tarbutt, Huddersfield, Joff 
Haigh, Huddersfield, Subaru 
Impreza, +14.51; 6 Alan Gar-
diner, Biggar, Jane Nicol, Ford 
Escort MkI +19.40; 7 Donnie 
MacDonald, Inverness, Ash-
leigh Will, Kintore, Mitsubishi 
Evo IX, +19.45; 8 Chris Haigh, 
Helperby, Sally Peacock, Help-
erby, Ford Escort +19.48; 9 John 
Rintoul, Largo, Ross Hynd, 
Irvine, Hyundai Accent, +19.51; 
10 John Cressy, Long Preston, 
Martin Cressy, Long Preston, 
BMW Mini +20.03.

Stuart Loudon, left, and John MacCrone with their trophies afte winning the Beatson’s Mull Rally. They are standing with their
Tunnocks-liveried Ford Fiesta R5 with Tobermory in the background. Photos: LindsayPhotoSport

Saints drawn away 
from home in 
Scottish Cup
Football

OBAN Saints have been 
drawn away from home to FC 
Clydebank in the third round of 
the Scottish Amateur Cup. 

The game is scheduled to be 
played on Saturday November 
5.
 The teams met in the third 
round of last season’s Jimmy 
Marshall Cup with Saints 
winning a penalty shoot out 5-4 
after the teams finished level at 
0-0 after 90 minutes.
 Saints successful penalty 
takers that day were Ross 
Maitland,  David McArthur 
Allan MacKay, Willie Gemmell 
and Paul Kerr.
 Saints keeper Thomas 
McCulloch saved two Clyde-
bank penalties.

Dervaig’s Calum and Iain Du� y in their Skoda Fabia S2500 during one of the night stages.Connel’s Shaun Sinclair in his Subaru Impreza S9 WRC � nished fourth.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Sportsdesk     
01631 

568000
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The Royal National Mòd is in full swing this week in the 
Western Isles and among those taking part in the children’s 

competitions was Skye’s Jamie Tyler who attends Sgoil Mhic-
Neacail in Stornoway. Don’t miss our eight pages of unrivalled 

coverage in this week’s Oban Times.  17_t44mod2016_jamie_tyler

THE MP FOR Ross, Skye and Loch-
aber, Ian Blackford, has called for the 
re-introduction of the post-study work 
visa in Scotland.

The SNP party conference endorsed 
the motion to attract international stu-
dents and enable people to remain in the 
Highlands, contributing to the Scottish 
economy.

Kate Forbes, MSP for Skye, Lochaber 
and Badenoch, said: ‘I think it’s ridic-
ulous a pilot post-study work visa has 
been rolled out in a few universities in 
England when here in Scotland there is 
cross-party support for such a scheme. 

‘It’s time Scotland had a post-study 
work visa so we can attract international 
students.’

Calls for the motion came after Mr 

Blackford’s ‘tireless efforts’ in pursuing 
the case of the Brain family who, after 
the threat of deportation when wife 
Kathryn’s post-study work visa was 
retrospectively cancelled, successfully 
won their fight to remain and work in 
Scotland.

Giving an emotional speech at the 
party conference last week, Gregg Brain 
said the family are ‘where they belong’.

‘I cannot say in a couple of minutes just 
how important a post study work visa is 
to us.’

The family spent around £150,000 to 
come to Scotland, where wife Kathryn 
studied for her degree. They were 
granted permission to stay by the UK 
government after Kathryn secured a job 
as a curator with MacDonald Hotels.

‘We have a 12-month visa and that 
means we are going to be doing this 
again about this time next year. It should 
be more straightforward, but there will 
be a cost of about £6,000 for immigra-
tion and the Home Office, the legal fees 
in setting this up and that’s in addition 
to feeding ourselves and paying off the 
debts we owe. Had the post study work 
visa been in place as was promised to us, 
we wouldn’t have had the lost income-
and the debt. We would have continued 
to pay taxes, continued to contribute to 
society and continue to do the volun-
teering we have been scared to do while 
the Home Office was watching us.

‘Scotland, you have welcomed my fam-
ily with open arms. Please tell the world 
you’ll welcome future students as well.’

Drivers in uproar over new 
supermarket car park rules

Family MP fi ghts to get visa back

Film show hitch 
leads to refund

Fort trio land it 
lucky in lottery
THREE people from Fort 
William are celebrating a 
win in the People’s Postcode 
Lottery.

Guisach Terrace residents 
who play the game won 
£1,000 after PH33 7JN was 
drawn on Friday October 14.

One resident won £2,000 
as they play with two tickets.

CINEMA goers are being 
o� ered a full refund from the 
Nevis Centre after a Saturday 
screening was cancelled fol-
lowing a projection failure.

Bridget Jones’ Baby was set 
to hit the screen of the Fort 
William centre last Saturday, 
when it had to be called o� .

Nevis Centre assistant 
manager Danny Conlon said: 
‘We do a pre-run of the � lms 
and we were having problems 
with it then. We didn’t want 
the projector to fail half way 
through the � lm because 
people would have been even 
more disappointed.’

Mr Conlon continued: ‘We 
hope to arrange a date for a 
free showing of Bridget Jones’ 
Baby for people who had tick-
ets to see it.’

SIGNS suggesting blue badge 
holders will be fined for over 
staying their welcome in a Fort 
William supermarket car park 
have caused uproar on social 
media.

A post appeared on the ‘Buy, 
Sell, Swap Lochaber’ Facebook 
page this week informing 
members that new signs had 
been installed in Morrisons 
car park. The signs, which read 
‘blue badge holders only’, were 
understood by many to restrict 
people with disabilities from 
using the car park for more than 
two hours and also stated ‘no 
return within two hours’.

The post, by user Louis G Low-
ry, encouraged badge holders to 
take their registration number in 
store and speak to a manager to 
avoid a fine but still people were 
confused and incensed. 

More than 80 people com-
mented in less than 24 hours 
with some expressing concern 
they are unable to complete 
their shopping within two hours 
because of medical complaints.  
Others felt it would impinge on 
people who had to return to the 
shop after realising they had 

An £85 charge will be imposed for those who fail to comply with 
the terms and conditions. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

simply forgotten an item. A duty 
manager at the Fort William 
store said: ‘Sometimes you ar-
rive at the store at 9am and you 
are already struggling to find a 
space. There can be about 50 to 
60 people who use the car park 
daily just because they work half 
a mile away and they never come 
into the store.  Other people 
park and then jump on the bus 
or the train.  So if there are 
around 500 spaces and you have 
the best part of 100 people using 
it as a commuter car park, and 

then 60 to 70 staff on site at any 
one time looking for spaces, it 
becomes a nightmare. It will get 
quieter during October because 
people no longer have to pay for 
the council car parks but for the 
most part it’s ridiculous.’

The manager did not want to 
comment on the parameters 
of the restrictions but said: 
‘People who hold these badges 
can come in and register and 
they won’t be fined. There is no 
attempt to fine people who use 
the store, only those who don’t.’

The supermarket debate coin-
cides with the re-introduction 
of traffic wardens in the area 
who went on duty at the start 
of October and started issuing 
fines on Tuesday October 18. 

Online, confusion also centred 
on whether these ‘parking eye’ 
fines in Morrisons were enforce-
able and whose responsibility 
that would be.

Brian Murphy, councillor for 
Fort William and Ardnamur-
chan, said: ‘I think the two hours 
maximum is for anyone, not just 
blue badge holders but that is 
the sign I saw too.  Morrisons 
car park is a private car park 
so it’s not governed by a road 
traffic act.’  

Mr Murphy added: ‘I noticed 
they have CCTV cameras in op-
eration so if people are over the 
two hours it is possible a charge 
could be sent out in the post.  
But the police and the council 
will take nothing to do with it.’

The Highland Council 
confirmed the car park was 
not its responsibility and that 
conditions would be a matter 
for Morrisons to oversee.
Morrisons’ media team was 
ontacted by The Oban Times 
but failed to respond before the 
paper went to press.

Hitting the right notes at Mòd
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Two are 
rescued 
as fi shing 
boat sinks
 TWO fishermen have been res-
cued by the Coastguard search 
and rescue helicopter based in 
Stornoway, after their 20ft fish-
ing vessel sank close to the shore 
west of Carloway, on the Isle of 
Lewis, Scotland.

Shortly after 3pm on Wednes-
day October 12 the Coastguard 
received a faint and broken 
mayday call requesting imme-
diate assistance. The two crew 
managed to give their location, 
before abandoning their boat to 
a liferaft. 

The Coastguard helicopter, 
along with the Stornoway, Ness 
and Breasclete Coastguard 
rescue teams, were immediately 
sent to the scene. The two fish-
ing vessel crew members were 
winched from the shoreline 
into the helicopter and taken to 
Stornoway airfield, where they 
were met by an ambulance for 
medical attention. 

Coastguard duty controller 
Angus MacIver said: ‘It would 
appear the fishermen’s vessel 
sank very quickly, and we were 
very lucky that they managed 
to give us their exact position 
before they abandoned their 
vessel.  

‘The helicopter arrived on 
scene within minutes and was 
able to locate and rescue the 
two men from a remote area on 
the west. Despite their ordeal, 
it would appear that they are in 
relatively good health but they 
have been taken to hospital by 
ambulance as a precautionary 
measure.

‘We are in the process of es-
tablishing what occurred to the 
vessel and will monitor the de-
bris of the boat in case it washes 
ashore. We have also notified 
our counter-pollution team of 
possible fuel being lost from the 
vessel and Police Scotland are 
also aware of the incident.’

Prince Charles with Steve Bracken, business support manager for Marine Harvest Scotland, who led HRH’s tour. All pictures Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Prince Charles is introduced to Deputy Lord Lieutenant Jackie Wright, 
by Lord Lieutenant Donald Cameron of Lochiel.

HRH took a boat ride out to tour the � sh pens.

Prince Charles talks to Marine Harvest’s cleaner � sh manager, 
Ronnie Hawkins. 

The Duke of Rothesay is shown the salmon.

Prince Charles signs the visitors’ book with farm manager 
Andy Martin. 

Prince Charles visits 
‘cleaner’ fi sh farm
PRINCE Charles visited one 
of Scotland’s leading salmon 
farms in Callart, Loch Leven, 
last week to observe work on 
its ‘cleaner fish’ project.

HRH The Duke of Rothe-
say, who has long championed 
sustainable fish farming, 
visited the Marine Harvest 
site to see how the sustainable 
fish farm operates.

Steve Bracken, business 
support manager for Marine 
Harvest Scotland, explained 
the cleaner fish project. 

He said: ‘We use commonly 
found fish, such as wrasse and 
lumpfish, which nibble the 
lice from the salmon as sea 
lice are a huge problem for 
the industry.

‘We want to move away from 
medicinal methods of remov-
ing sea lice, and we have 
also been working with new 

technology to get rid of the 
sea lice using high pressure 
water jets or warm water.

‘We are delighted that His 
Royal Highness has come to 
look at our cleaner fish pro-
ject because we have had such 
success in using these smaller 
fish to get rid of sea lice.

‘This is a really welcomed 
opportunity for Price Charles 
to come and visit and I hope 
he will be impressed by our 
welfare standards.’

Prince Charles took a boat 
ride to tour the fish pens 
where he spoke with Marine 
Harvest vet David Cockerill 
and Ronnie Hawkins, the 
cleaner fisher manager.

Mr Cockerill said: ‘We have 
40,000 to 60,000 salmon in 
each cage here. We try to 
make all our sites sustainable 
in terms of feed and getting 
rid of parasites.

‘This non-medicinal way of 
managing sea lice is a natural 

solution to problems facing 
the salmon industry.’

The Loch Leven site started 
using wrasse and lumpfish in 
2012, and is the first place in 
the UK to be approved by the 
international Aquaculture 
Stewardship Council (ASC), 
which certifies and labels 
responsibly farmed seafood 
for consumers.

Mr Cockerill continued say-
ing: ‘We feel we understand 
the spawning process of the 
wrasse and lumpfish, and now 
the goal is to be able to use 
cleaner fish on all our farms.

‘About three-quarters of our 
cleaner fish are farmed at 
several hatcheries across the 
UK. We think by 2018 we will 
have produced enough for our 
farms, and by 2020, 100 per 
cent of our cleaner fish will be 
farmed as opposed to caught 
wild.

‘I have worked as the vet 
here for 10 years and non me-

dicinal methods of getting rid 
of sea lice is the way forward.’

After the visit Marine Har-
vest’s cleaner fish manager, 
Mr Hawkins said: ‘Prince 
Charles was very excited – as 
am I and all of my colleagues 
– that this could make a big 
difference to the way we work 
as the whole process of salm-
on farming becomes much 
easier. 

‘I was impressed with his 
engagement with the whole 
process. We have used wrasse 
since 2012 with 100 per cent 
success. Today we have 12 
farms stocked with cleaner 
fish and next year this will rise 
to 22.’

Prince Charles went on to 
attend a meeting hosted by 
his International Sustaina-
bility Unit to look at what 
needs to be done to help other 
salmon farms in Scotland to 
use cleaner fish and become 
ASC-accredited.

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Ardanaiseig on Loch Awe is renowned as Scotland’s most wildly romantic hotel. 

Ardanaiseig on Loch Awe is renowned as Scotland’s most wildly romantic hotel. 
One of the UK’s top wedding venues, it’s also the ideal place to celebrate any special occasion 
or spend a memorable relaxing break. 
The Oban Times has teamed up with Ardanaiseig to offer readers the opportunity to win 
vouchers and meals there. 
Owned by a major London antiques dealer and built in 1834, the 16 bedroom listed house at 
Kilchrenan near Taynuilt showcases eccentric ornaments and antique furniture.  It was voted 
Scotland’s Country House Hotel of the Year 2015-16.
Its bridal/honeymoon suite is the hotel’s Boatshed, a two minute walk from the hotel, lapped 
by the loch waters.  
The winner of our competition will win dinner for two in its sumptuous two Rosette restaurant.
We’re also giving readers an exclusive 10% discount on the vouchers which make the perfect 
Christmas present or gift for a birthday, anniversary - or wedding!
Simply answer this easy question, complete the coupon and post it to The Oban Times, 
Ardanasieg Competition, POBox 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

Q.  What is the name of Ardanaiseig’s bridal suite?

Our winner will receive a three course dinner for two people. Drinks are not included.

To receive your 10% discount, call Ardanaiseig on 01866-833333 or email hello@ardanaiseig.com, 
quoting code OTV2. The voucher offer expires on 21 December 2016 and the prize must be taken 
before this date.  Restaurant reservations are subject to availability. 
Terms and conditions: Over 18s only. Winners with the correct answer will be selected at random after the closing date. The prize is not transferable or redeemable for cash equivalent. 
The Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The 
competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by post by sending us a letter with your answer, contact 
details and email address, along with a note to explain that you are a digital subscriber.

The closing date for entries is midnight, Tuesday 25th October, 2016.
Accommodation is subject to availability. Voucher must be used by 21st December 2016

at Ardanaiseig
on Loch Awe

WINdinner for two

Answer............................................................  Telephone ......................................................

Name ..............................................................  Email ..............................................................

Address .....................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................
Please post your entries to The Oban Times, Ardanasieg Competition, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB Entries to be in by The closing date for entries is midnight, 
Tuesday 25th October, 2016.Normal Oban Times rules apply. The Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. No cash alternative.
      Tick this box if you do not wish to receive information, including special offers, from Ardanaiseig.
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A MOTHER and son embroiled 
in an assault case were branded 
‘dysfunctional’ in Fort William 
sheriff court last week.

Alastair Torquil MacKen-
zie-Buist stood trial accused 
of assaulting his 78-year-old 
mother Jennifer MacKenzie.

The incident took place in a 
car on July 24, 2015, where it was 
alleged Mr MacKenzie-Buist 
struck the lady while he was 
driving.

Over the course of a two-day 
trial, which started on October 
13, two differing accounts of the 
incident were given.

Mrs MacKenzie, who runs the 
Old Pier House in Fort Augus-
tus, told the court her family 
had been enjoying their annual 
get-together that week at her 
house. On the day in question 
she was travelling towards the 
Corran Ferry from Ardgour 
after having a ‘fun family Fri-
day’ and that she was the sole 
passenger in a car being driven 
by her son Torquil.  

Mrs MacKenzie said she asked 
Torquil, who lives in England, to 
acknowledge passing drivers on 
the single-track road. She said 
she ‘stupidly tried to tell her son 
to do something’ and it caused 
him to ‘erupt into a violent rage’ 
and deliver blows to her head, 
ribs, thighs and shoulders with a 
clenched fist.

The mum-of-three recalled 

A 23-YEAR-old single mother-of-two 
has been fined £500 after admitting 
assaulting her former partner.

Shannen Sweeney, of Rankin Drive, 
Fort William, plead guilty to slapping 
John McMaster on the head and body on 
June 27 this year when she appeared in 
Fort William Sheriff Court last Wednes-
day, October 12.  

The court heard Sweeney drove into 
Nevis Bank car park after seeing her 
former partner in his car there. The 
pair had been together for more than 

four years and he is the father of both 
her children, but the relationship 
had broken down in March this year.
Sweeney’s solicitor told the court there 
had been a reconciliation in May, how-
ever, things between them had become 
strained once again.  

Around the date of the assault, Sweeney 
had found out Mr McMaster had been in 
a new relationship since March and on 
June 27 the accused went to his car to 
try and ascertain the status of their re-
lationship.  Emotions had been running 

high and matters were made worse when 
Sweeney saw McMaster’s new partner 
come out of the Nevis Bank Inn.  He said 
Sweeney did not know exactly what was 
said thereafter but admits the assault.  
He also reminded the court Mr McMas-
ter, who now lives in Nairn and has no 
contact with the accused or his children, 
had not sustained any lasting injuries and 
Sweeney, who works part-time, had no 
previous convictions.  

Sheriff William Taylor fined Sweeney 
£500 to be repaid at £20 per week.

A MAN who set fire to a holiday cottage 
has been acquitted of attempting to mur-
der 11 people after a jury found he was 
mentally ill at the time of the incident.

On Friday (October 14), a jury found 
on Friday that Kieran Ridley, 32, was 
not criminally responsible for his actions 
at the time he started the blaze at the 
property in Mallaig in October 2015.

Jurors at the High Court in Edinburgh 
returned a not guilty verdict on the sixth 
day of proceedings against Ridley, who 
originally comes from Worcester in 
England.

During proceedings, the court heard 
how Mr Ridley, who worked in IT for 
a number of City of London finance 
companies, regularly abused cannabis, 
cocaine and ketamine. His mental health 
suffered as a consequence of using nar-
cotics. The court heard how he was di-
agnosed as suffering from ‘drug induced 
psychosis’ earlier in 2015.

Despite the verdict of the jury, Mr Rid-
ley will not be released into the commu-
nity. Mental health legislation dictates 
Mr Ridley will be sent to a facility for 
assessment by psychiatrists.

Judge Craig Scott QC made Mr Ridley 
the subject of an interim compulsion 
order. He ordered that Mr Ridley be 
brought before him again at another 
hearing next month.

Judge Scott will then consider whether 
Mr Ridley should continue to remain 
at a specialist facility until a time when 
professionals consider it appropriate that 
he be released back into the community.

Judge Scott added: ‘This case will next 
call before me on November 18 at the 
High Court in Paisley.’

During proceedings, the court heard 
how prosecutors and Mr Ridley’s de-
fence team had agreed Mr Ridley started 
the blaze at the cottage, called Mallaig 
Mhor.

They also agreed Mr Ridley then left 
the property after starting the blaze 
and locked the front and back doors of 

the house. They also agreed he did this 
while knowing that 11 people were inside 
the home. His mother Ann, his brother 
Duncan, his sister Leann and brother-in-
law Mark were also there at the time of 
the incident.

His lawyer, Herbert Kerrigan QC, 
entered a not guilty plea on his client’s 
behalf. He also lodged a special defence 
which stated Mr Ridley wasn’t criminally 
liable for his actions due to him having a 
‘mental disorder’.

As a consequence of the agreement 
between the Crown and defence, much 
of the evidence presented to the jurors 
regarded the state of Mr Ridley’s mental 
health. On the second day of proceed-
ings, his mother Ann, 73, told the court 
her son was a ‘happy go lucky’ child. 
However, Mrs Ridley, who used to help 
run a private school in Worcester, said 
his character changed after he moved to 
London to start working for Dow Jones.

She told the court her son had ‘de-
lusions’ and spoke to her about ‘Big 
Brother’ and the ‘thought police’.

His brother Duncan, 46, told prose-
cution lawyer Geoff Forbes that Kieran 
thought one of his neighbours in London 
was a CIA agent.

Speaking about what Kieran had said to 
him, Mr Ridley said: ‘It was quite matter 
of fact. It was just that the television was 
speaking to him and when he was walk-
ing to work the billboards in the streets 
were talking to him and sometimes the 
computers at work were speaking to him.’

Mr Ridley also told the court that his 
brother used cannabis, cocaine, ecstasy 
and Ketamine, a horse tranquilliser.

The court heard that Kieran’s family 
became so concerned about his mental 
health that they arranged for him to 
see a medic at the Priory Hospital in 
Birmingham in 2013. The court heard 
that a medic there thought Kieran’s 
health would improve if he stopped 
taking illegal substances. He wasn’t given 
medication.

However, Kieran still continued to 
struggle with his mental health. In 2015, 
another doctor in London concluded 
Kieran had ‘drug-induced psychosis’.

Members of Kieran’s family tried to 
cheer him up in the weeks before the 
fire. The court heard they took him to 
their holiday cottage in the Highlands.

But the court heard his mood worsened 
during the time he spent in Mallaig.

His brother-in-law Mark Sainsbury, 
49, told jurors how Kieran told him he 
wanted to ‘get rid’ of his female relatives 
in the hours before the blaze.

Mr Sainsbury said Kieran made the 
remark when they were both chopping 
wood. The businessman said Kieran 
later put the axe he was using to chop 
the wood away because of the ‘thoughts’ 
he was having. He added: ‘Basically, he 
wanted to get Leann, Ann and the girls 
in the family. He said, ‘I hate my mum 
and I hate the girls’. He put the axe back 
in the shed because he was having these 
thoughts.’

Consultant psychiatrist Dr Alistair 
Hay, 57, told jurors he assessed Mr Rid-
ley in the days after the fire at a mental 
health facility in Inverness. He said he 
thought Mr Ridley didn’t have a long-
term mental health problem and thought 
his behaviour could be attributed to his 
drug use.

However, another psychiatrist who 
assessed Mr Ridley after he was arrested 
by police disagreed with Dr Hay’s find-
ings.

Dr James Finlayson told the court he 
thought Mr Ridley was unwell. The court 
also heard that another doctor believed 
Mr Ridley was suffering from paranoid 
schizophrenia.

The jury returned a not guilty verdict.
On Friday, judge Scott ruled Mr Ridley 

be taken to Saughton Prison in Edin-
burgh for an initial assessment within 
seven days. He will then be taken to 
the Hallion Clinic in Perth ahead of his 
appearance at the High Court in Paisley.

CHILDREN across Lochaber had a busy 
time preparing for harvest, taking part in 
many activities at their schools.

Inverlochy Primary School held an open 
morning when pupils enjoyed arts and 
crafts with their parents while little ones 
from Banavie Nursery worked together with 
pupils up to primary seven for their Harvest 
Festival. 

Spean Bridge Primary School held its 
themed assembly on October 6. 

The pupils brought in donations of fruit, 
vegetables, fresh, tinned and packaged 
goods and filled 49 boxes which were 
distributed to senior members of the local 
community.  

Kate MacGillivary, associate head teacher 
at Spean Bridge and Roy Bridge primary 
schools said: ‘Huge thank you to all the 
parents and pupils for the donations, the 
parents who helped to pack the boxes and 
the pupil council which delivered them.  

‘Many thank you cards and responses have 
already been received.’

how she cowered against the 
door of the moving car during 
the assault which left ‘massive 
bruising’.  

Days after the incident, Mrs 
MacKenzie saw a doctor and 
the matter was brought to the 
attention of the police.

Mr MacKenzie-Buist told the 
court the incident occurred 
after crossing the ferry, that his 
mother had reignited an historic 
argument regarding their family 
name and lashed out at him.  
He admitted having ‘knocked’ 
his mother but claimed he had 
sought only to defend himself 
while trying to keep control of 
the car.

Despite Mrs MacKenzie 
saying Torquil, who has severe 
hearing disabilities, was her 
most cherished child, in leading 
the defence, Advocate George 
Gebbie informed the court 
this was not true – at one point 
asking her ‘is it not the case you 
wished this imperfect child was 
dead?’ ‘No’ was the answer.

Torquil’s elder brother James 
Buist also gave evidence and 
said his mother had the ability 
to make up stories. He told the 
court his mother had been vio-
lent in the past towards himself, 
his brother and his nephew, 
and that she had shown ‘severe 
dislike’ towards his brother.

He said: ‘I do not want to be 
standing here testifying against 

my mother but I have no choice.’
Sheriff William Taylor said: 

‘In the course of the evidence 
we have heard it appears this is 
a very dysfunctional family.  All 
sorts of scores are being set by 
various members.

‘With regards to Mrs MacKen-
zie, I found her to be a truthful 
witness.  She was cross examined 
in an extremely forceful manner.  
She had suffered severe injuries 
in a way that is utterly disgrace-
ful for a lady of 78 to endure.
What struck me through the 
case is that no-one asked her of 
her well-being, including her son 
and her grandson.’ 

Sheriff Taylor discussed self 
defence as a special defence, ex-
plaining it was up to the Crown 
to remove any doubt from their 
case which he believed they 
failed to do.

In delivering his verdict of not 
proven, he said he did not find 
Mr MacKenzie-Buist to be a 
truthful witness but rather a 
manipulative person who had 
used his disability to manipulate 
others.  

The Sheriff also stated that 
through the course of the trial, 
he had come to learn the ac-
cused may be in possession of a 
fire arm or a shot gun.

He added: ‘I am disquieted 
that he is such an individual and 
I am sure the Crown will look 
into these matters.’

Spean Bridge Primary School pupils with some 
of the 49 boxes which they distributed to senior 

members of the community.

Banavie Primary School children from 
nursery to primary seven are all smiles at 
this year’s Harvest Festival.  The children, 
pictred with their medals, participated in 
recent triathlons and basketball competi-

tions. Photograph by Abrightside Photopgraphy.

Inverlochy children, helped by their parents, 
make Anderson shelters for their ww2 topic.  

Photograph by Abrightside Photopgraphy.

Woman assaulted former partner

Man mentally ill when he set 
Mallaig holiday cottage on fi re

Family branded  
‘dysfunctional’ 
as court rules 
case unproven

Upper Achintore 
home break-in 
POLICE are investigating after 
a house in Brown Court, Upper 
Achintore, was broken into 
some time between Septem-
ber 21 and 22. 

Anyone with any information 
should contact Fort William 
Police.

A WHITE Renault Kangoo 
van was stolen from Mallaig 
boatyard through the night 
of  October 14. 

The van was later traced 
nearby. Police are appealing 
for any witnesses who may 
have seen the van in Mallaig.  
Anyone with any informa-
tion should contact Mallaig 
or Fort William police.

POLICE FILES

Appeal after car 
stolen from Caol  
ON FRIDAY October 14 
around 4pm, a gold VW Golf 
was stolen from a property 
near Farmfoods in Caol.

Police are appealing for 
any witnesses who may have 
seen the car or anyone act-
ing suspiciously at that time.

The suspect is described 
as 5ft 10ins, slim build, mid- 
20s with shoulder length 
fair or blonde hair, wearing 
a thin, light coloured jacket, 
jeans and carrying a small 
backpack.

Bike snatched in 
Fort William 
BETWEEN 6pm on October 9 
and 2pm on October 10, a bike 
was stolen from outside Bank 
Street Lodge, Fort William. 

Anyone who has seen the 
grey Claud Butler rock moun-
tain bike is are urged to call 
Fort William Police.

Police in hunt for 
Mallaig thieves 

Pupils prepare 
for harvest 
celebrations
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He is a special 
companion 
to each and 
every one of 
our residents. 
Please help 
us save       
our boy ”

Lucille Brooks
Invernevis House

FW

‘FORT William Then and Now’ 
– a historical and cultural tour 
of Fort William – will be deliv-
ered with a touch of Lochaber 
humour by two locals on 
Wednesday October 26. 

Commentary by Ian Aber-
nethy; visuals, Bill Cameron. 
Question and answer session 
included.  

The event will be held at the 
West End Hotel from 7.30pm 
to 9.30pm. 

Admission £6, concessions, 
£4, including tea, co� ee and 
cake. 

A share of the proceeds will 
be donated to local charities.

‘A GREAT companion and a 
special boy’, William the care 
home dog is looking for love.

Well-known in the community, 
William lives at Invernevis 
House, Fort William, where he 
has made a big impression on 
residents and staff at the care 
home since moving there in 
February.

But it was recently discovered 
the spaniel needs an operation 
on both hips which will cost 
around £12,000.

Staff at the care home are now 
asking the community to help 
raise the money to get William 
his operation and give him a new 
lease of life.

William, who is thought to be 
about five years-old, was a street 
dog in Cyprus before being 
rescued by a couple from Keith 
two years ago.

He came to Invernevis house 
after staff put out an appeal for 
a four-legged friend, following 
the death of a resident’s dog who 
had been living there.

William’s key care worker 
Lucille Brooks told The Oban 
Times: ‘William has always had a 
fighting spirit. He’s been in pain 
his whole life, but never shows it.

‘When he was in Cyprus he was 
starved and beaten and left lying 
surrounded by dead dogs. He 
was going to be dead within days 
too if he hadn’t been rescued by 
the Buchanans.’

Speaking to The Oban Times 
Grant Buchanan said: ‘We put 
some money together to get Wil-
liam a passport and a flight back 
to the UK. He was underweight 
and affected by ticks. He was no 
problem at all when he was with 

FORMER classmates mixed tradition with a 
modern touch to celebrate 60 years since they 
were at school.

Kathryn (Kate) Cameron helped organise 
the reunion for the class of 1956 from Fort 
William Primary School.

She is well versed at arranging get-togethers 
having helped initiate the first celebration 20 
years ago and several since, but this year she 
went online for inspiration to mark the night 
with a special touch. 

She said: ‘I got the idea off the internet for 
cards. I went along to Print Smith and I showed 
them what I had in mind and they made them 
up for us. Our teacher Miss MacBean signed 
in red pen and we all signed each others so it 
is lovely to have a little souvenir that’s a bit 
different.’

Miss MacBean was the guest of honour 
at the event which took place last Saturday 

at the West End hotel and the group en-
joyed catching up and sharing memories.
Kathryn said: ‘She really is amazing. We were 
her first class and we had her for three years so 
she really is very special to us.’

The group held its first reunion in 1996 to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary, starting off at 
their old classroom at Fort William Primary.  
Kathryn described it as quite a grand affair 
as they marched behind the junior pipe band 
to the Grand Hotel. Since then, the group has 
met every five years but have now decided to 
mark the occasion every two years.

Kathryn added: ‘It was a lovely evening 
catching up with those who managed to be 
there. 

‘Unfortunately the numbers are dwindling. 
It is sad to hear when people have passed since 
we were last able to get together so we will now 
have the events a little closer together.’

A REUNION for Lochaber High 
School’s class of 1978 will take 
place at the Railway Club from 
7.30pm on Saturday October 
22. 

Contact Alison on 07563 
703836 for further information.

Fort William then 
and now on tour 

Birthday events 
at archive centres

THE 29TH annual reunion 
of Lochaber Cameron High-
landers will be held in the 
Alexandra Hotel, Fort William, 
on Saturday October 29, noon 
for 12.30pm.

Contact chairman Rory Mac-
Donald on 01397 712221.

Annual gathering 
of Highlanders

THE NEXT meeting of the 
Fort William branch of the 
Women’s Rurual Institute 
will be on Monday November 
7 at 7.15pm in the Montrose 
Centre, Inverlochy. 

The speaker will be 
Nicola McCallum of The 
Old Gentleman’s Wardrobe 
who will demonstrate chalk 
painting. 

Everyone welcome. Please 
note new venue.

Chalk painting in 
WRI spotlight 

LOCHABER Natural History 
Society’s next talk in its 
winter series is on Monday 
November 14 in the Alexan-
dra Hotel, Fort William, at 
7.30pm. 

LOCHABER Camanachd Club 
is holding its annual general 
meeting on Friday November 
11 at 7.30pm in the Bridge 
Café, Spean Bridge.   Everyone 
welcome.

Lochaber Shinty 
Club AGM date

LOCHABER Camanachd 
Club is  holding a � reworks 
display and bon� re on 
Saturday November 5 at 
the � eld in Spean Bridge, 
6.30pm for 7pm. 

Minimum donation of £1 at 
the gate.

Bon� re night fun 
at Spean Bridge

High school class 
of 1978 reunites 

William was just a pup when he was rescued from a shelter in 
Cyprus. He took an instant like to the Buchanans. 

us and he settled in just the thing 
– he loved having attention that 
he had never had before. 

‘It was emotional when we gave 
him away, but we were happy to 
see him settled and the staff at 
Invernevis are so lovely – it was 
what was best for him.’

Now Lucille, among others, 
has started fundraising for 
William, getting sponsorship 
for taking part in Sober October 
and setting up a Crowdfunding 
page which has so far raised 
£1,300.

Numerous fundraisers have 
been organised for the dog, and 
William’s Day kicks off tomor-
row, Friday October 21, with 
William’s Walk in the morning.

Starting at the Moorings hotel 
in Banavie and walking five 
miles up and down the canal, 
dog owners can bring their pets 
along and take part in the event. 

Also tomorrow there will be 
an afternoon tea at Invernevis 

house where all the residents can 
get involved in the fundraising.

There will be tombola, a raffle 
and face painting to get children 
involved too. 

Care home’s cash appeal to 
fund pet dog’s hip surgery

Natural history 
winter talks

both like walking and have done 
sponsored walks before. It was 
hard going at times but I’m glad 
I did it.’

Kirsty has raised more than 
£500 for William so far. 

Caol resident, Liz Macmillian 
has been selling items on Face-
book to help raise money too.

Writing on William’s Crowd-
funding page, Lucille said: He 
is a special companion to each 
and every one of our residents. 
Always happy to give a cuddle 
and cheer them up when they 
are sad and having a bad day.

‘We can’t imagine how our 
residents would feel if they were 
to lose William one day. Please 
help us to raise the money that 
we need to save our special boy.’

Resident Angus Campbell, who often spends time with William at 
lunch, and fundraiser Lucille Brooks. Photograph by Iain Ferguson.

On Monday October 28, there 
will be a Hallowe’en-themed 
race night at the Volunteer 
Arms at 7pm where Cach Mhor 
ceilidh band will be playing, fol-

lowed by a DJ. Lucille said: ‘We 
really need around £12,000 if he 
is to get both hips done. 

‘But the community has been 
amazing so far in helping to 
fundraise. He’s so well known in 
town and by residents and their 
families.’ 

Kirsty Turner who also works 
at the care home, walked the 
West Highland Way with hus-
band Andy last week to raise 
money for the pooch. 

She said: ‘I work at Invernevis 
so I see how much William 
means to the residents and 
staff. I love animals so helping 
fundraise for him was an easy 
decision. 

‘The West Highland Way was 
my husband’s idea because we 

The group extended a big thank you to the West End Hotel for their hospitality and compli-
mentary wine.

Classmates combine the 
traditional and modern

WHAT’S ON

HIGH Life Highland is 
celebrating � ve years as a 
charity this month. 

As part of the celebrations 
it is hosting events in their 
four archive centres in Skye 
and Lochalsh, Inverness, 
Lochaber and Caithness. 

At the Lochaber archive 
centre there will be a talk on 
the history of Arisaig Estate 
on Wednesday October 26 
from 12-1pm. 

For more information con-
tact 01397 701942.

Realising the full potential of young people 
and working with them to promote skills 
development and learning.
We are always looking for enthusiastic train-
ees and apprentices to join our team, we offer 
a wide range of careers, such as surveying, 
accounting, admin, site-trades, plumbing, 

electrical and manufacturing.
 Find your career in the construction industry, 
visit www.goconstruct.org (CITB operat-
ed) to fi nd what path may be right for you, 
remember it’s not just for boys!
You can also visit our website for current 
vacancies. 

BUILDING FUTURES 
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Lochaber Ideas Week
 November 14-18, 2016

MEET Laurence Young, the presenter of Question 
Time and Around Lochaber in 80 Tables.

Laurence has lived and worked around Balla-
chulish for more than 30 years. He is currently 
a director of a range of enterprises, including 
Glencoe Activities (RiverBed accommodation, 
golf course, activity centre), Surgeons Lodge 
Limited (10 Hill Place, Edinburgh – the city’s 
largest independent hotel), Segway Scotland 
Limited (segway operations at the Falkirk Wheel 
and Glencoe), the Highlands and Islands Tourism 
Awards, and Roshinish – a property development 
and rental company in Scotland and France.

From 1986 to 2006 Laurence led the Freedom 
of the Glen Family of Hotels, which owned and 
operated four hotels between Oban and Onich. 
Since 2006, he has worked with a range of not-
for-pro� t organisations and been principal of 
Lochaber College and � nance director of IASem-
inars Ltd (a business with a sta�  base in Lochaber, 
o� ering global training in accounting standards).  

During his career he has had numerous non-
executive directorship roles across tourism and 
has sat on a wide range of governmental groups 
and industry committees. Laurence is married 
with � ve adult children. 

Don’t miss Laurence in action at both Question 
Time and Around Lochaber in 80 Tables. Go to  
www.lochaberchamber.co.uk.

LOCHABER Chamber of Com-
merce is delighted to announce 
Douglas Watson from the Scottish 
Agricultural Organisation Society 
as part of Ideas Week 2016.

Chairing a free food workshop 
and delivering interactive food 
and drink lectures as part 
of Ideas Week, Douglas has a 
wealth of experience in the food 
and drink sector having worked 
across a variety of academic, 
sector and industry development 
roles. 

These unique skills equip him 
to work very successfully with 
producer groups, as well as food 
and drink businesses to under-
stand and develop strategies to 
overcome challenging business 
situations. 

Douglas has worked extensively 
in the Scottish local food sector 
with farmers’ markets, farm shops, 

wholesalers and distributors. This 
work has included Scotland-wide 
reviews of the local food sector 
for the Scottish Government and 
farm retail for the Enterprise 
Network. 

He has been adviser and com-
pany secretary to the Scottish 
Shellfish Marketing Group Ltd 
for 18 years. More recently, he 
was seconded for three years as 
the national development officer 
for farmers’ markets followed 
by three years as development 
manager for the Think Local 
programme. 

Douglas is currently a develop-
ment manager with the Scottish 
Government’s flagship local food 
and drink marketing advisory 
service, Connect Local.

Book tickets for the free food 
and drink workshop with Douglas 
Watson at the Moorings Hotel. 

Free workshop will put the focus 
on farming, food and drink sectors

Are you up to speed with digital world?

Lochaber 
man will 
present 
sessions

The free workshop hosted by Douglas Watson will focus on food and drink and the farming sectors.

A DIGITAL technologies update for 
tourism workshop in Lochaber could be 
vital for businesses. 

The event will consider questions such 
as: how do you know what you don’t 
know?; Are you worried your prospects 
and fans are leaving Facebook for 
Instagram?; Are you attempting to take 
online bookings but no-one is biting?; 
and Digital transformation is where it’s at 
– so have you transformed your business?

The workshop will cover a broad range 
of topics, from the latest social media 
platforms to the importance of good 
online design, as well as the increasing 
availability of customer data.

Topics include: 
� Digital transformation and the data 

revolution.
� The ever-evolving world of social 

media platforms, looking at Snapchat, 

Facebook, Periscope, Twitter and 
Instagram …  to name but a few. 

� The impact of increased mobile usage 
on user experience expectations and 
search engine optimisation.

� How using good design can be 
persuasive and can help to convert 
customers.

� How to source engaging content.
� The importance of a digital strategy 

and a methodology to work to. 
The digital awareness workshops are 

the � rst of a series of events, workshops 
and practical learning experiences being 
launched by the Digital Tourism Scotland 
(DTS) programme that will cover a broad 
range of topics from search engine 
optimisation made easy to persuasive 
design. 

To register, go to www.
lochaberchamber.co.uk

Swing into fun of 
Skye festival

AS THE weather outdoors 
starts to cool, competition 
is hotting up in the world of 
indoor climbing.

Mountaineering Scotland 
and members of the Scottish 
Climbing Wall Network 
are working together to 
organise the Scottish Na-
tional Bouldering League, 
allowing climbers to pit 
themselves against their 
fellow boulderers around 
the country.

There will be categories for 
juniors – 16-17,  adults – 18-
44, and vets – over-45s.

The six rounds of the 
league will take place on 
October 28 at Alien Rock, 
Edinburgh; November 19 at 
Inverness Leisure; Decem-
ber 3 at Transition Extreme 
Aberdeen; January 21 in 
TCA Glasgow; February 17 
at Avertical World, Dundee; 
and March 18 at EICA, Ratho.

THREE days of live music, nos-
talgia, fun and dancing from 
the golden era of jitterbug and 
jive take place next weekend 
as the annual Skye Swing Jazz 
Festival steps out in Sleat.

Organised by Skye Events for 
All (SEALL), in partnership with 
FOTS Records, the 2016 festival 
takes place in and around 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig from Friday 
October 21 to Sunday October 
23. 

All events start at 6.30pm 
and tickets and further infor-
mation are available from the 
box o�  ce on 01471 844207 or 
from www.seall.co.uk.

AFTER battling a debilitating 
condition for almost 20 years 
Frances O’Connell has spoken 
of the ‘miracle’ which allowed 
her to walk again.

With her story of unwavering 
strength and determination, 
Frances has touched the hearts 
of everyone around her.

Frances, 47, from Caol, was 
diagnosed with MS in 1997, but 
in the last five years her condi-
tion worsened to the point she 
could no longer walk without a 
struggle.

‘I led a fit and healthy life up 
until five years ago when I start-
ed deteriorating, and in the last 
two years I got rapidly worse,’ 
said Frances.

Frances, who works at the 
Gaelic nursery in Caol said: ‘I 
had to go down to working three 
days a week. I struggled with my 
mobility and my concentration - 
it affected everything.

But in January, Frances and 
husband Stewart saw a BBC 
Panorama programme about 
Hematopoietic Stem Cell 
Treatment (HSCT), a ground-
breaking stem cell surgery in 
Mexico which aims to stop MS 
in its tracks.  

Frances told The Oban Times: ‘I 
had never heard of HSCT and I 
couldn’t believe my ears when I 
heard people talking about it on 
the programme. 

‘For years I had been waiting 
to hear about a breakthrough 
and I just couldn’t believe what 
I was hearing.

‘As soon as I watched the pro-
gramme I knew I was going to go 
to Mexico. 

‘I just had this feeling, like this 

is going to work for me. Husband 
Stewart added: ‘As soon as the 
programme ended Frances just 
said, I want that for Christmas. 
So I talked with my daughter 
and son and said we are going to 
get this for your mum.’

Frances’ family and friends 
went on raise £28,343.81 in just 
eight months.   

Stewart said: ‘We set up a 
Justgiving page, made a list of 
stuff we could do to fundraise 
and made a committee with 
our friends and family. It just 
snowballed from there – we ate, 
drank and slept HSCT, it took 
over our whole life.

‘The community, family, 
friends, neighbours, everyone 
just came together to support us 
it was tremendous.’

With the treatment costing 
£43,143 and a waiting list of up 
to two years, Frances decided to 
go on the cancellation list.

‘We went on the cancellation 
list in June when we had about 
£24,000 raised and decided to 
come up with the rest of the 
amount ourselves.

‘We just had to wait on an 
email to say there had been a 
cancellation and that came on 
August 9. 

‘Five weeks later I started my 
treatment. It was all a bit of a 
blur.’ 

Frances compared the treat-
ment to ‘rebooting a computer’. 

‘I went in, they took out all the 
good stem cells, put me through 
chemotherapy to kill all the bad 
MS ones, and put the good ones 
back in – it’s gruelling and it’s 
not for the faint hearted.

‘I have been reset. I am like a 
new baby and I’ll need all my 
first injections again because I 
have a new immune system.

‘Going in I was anxious. The 

unknown scares everyone; peo-
ple associate chemo with cancer 
and death but I just went in 
thinking chemo is my friend – I 
need chemo, it will help me.

‘There were a few days I really 
wasn’t well but the good days 
outshone the bad ones.

‘The messages of support we 
received when we were in Mex-
ico were what kept us going – it 
was indescribable. 

‘I just cannot believe the kind-
ness and generosity of people, 
and I will never be able to thank 
them all.’

Frances spoke of the ‘sheer 
delight’ she felt when the doc-
tors told her the treatment had 
worked. 

‘The treatment has halted the 
MS in its tracks so I shouldn’t 
deteriorate any further because 
there are no more MS stem cells 
in my body.

‘It’s going to be six months to 
two years before I see the full 
benefits of the treatment but I 
am already seeing small changes 
after only a week of being home.’

For the first time in two years, 
Frances walked dog Ebbie this 
week. ‘It was like a miracle,’ she 
said.

Stewart said: ‘No words can 
describe what it felt like to see 
France walk the dog again. I see 
the good days and the bad ones, 
so to see her take this step is 
incredible.’

Now Frances hopes she can 
help others with MS who have 
questions about her treatment. 
She said: ‘I’ll always have MS 
but if my story can help just one 
person, a person who is trying to 
find out about HSCT, then this 
was all worthwhile.’

BBC Alba is making a doc-
umentary on Frances’ journey 
which should air next year.

TIMESLINE

Frances O’Connell returned home to Caol last week after four weeks in Mexico receiving 
ground-breaking treatment for MS.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Caol woman’s delight at success 
of ‘miracle’ stem cell treatment  

Indoor climbers 
scale the heights



A BALLACHULISH shop 
manager put himself forward 
for a soaking to help home-
less people.

Neil Cameron, who has run 
the Co-op since it opened in 
2014, gave his colleagues an 
incentive to help boost the 
fundraising effort.

The 31-year-old from Up-
per Achintore, Fort William, 
told The Oban Times: ‘I said 
to the team if they could raise 
£500 I would let them gunge 
me. 

‘After working for me for 
two-and-a-half years, they 
didn’t need to be asked twice. 

‘They set out a table 
and raised £528. The Red 
Cross is this year’s chosen 
charity and the money 
from this event takes our 
shop up to about £3,000.’

So on a cold October 
Sunday morning the team, 
armed with buckets filled 
with a colourful looking mix-
ture, gathered to gunge their 
boss who was then drenched 
in cold water by a dumper.

Neil said: ‘I think it was 
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Skye

Glencoe

This year’s Sàr Ghàidheal recipients, Lisa Storey and poet Aonghas MacNeacail, with Professor Boyd Robertson and  
Aideen O’ Malley, chairwoman of the board of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig.

Film premiere will be in Portree

Students honoured at ceremony

A SHORT film focusing on 
crofters and island farmers 
is to be shown at the Aros 
Centre, Portree, next 
month.

Organisers Scotland’s 
Rural College (SRC) and 
the James Hutton Institute 
have invited crofters, 
farmers, land managers 
and members of the public 
to the free event on Friday 
November 11 at 7.30pm.

The college has said the 
film will ‘explore the best 
practical way to manage land 
with special designations, 
such as sites of special 
scientific interest, and shed 
light on the particular chal-
lenges of managing common 
grazings land, which covers 
approximately six per cent of 
Scotland’. 

The film premiere will be 
followed by a panel discus-

sion. Janette Sutherland, of 
SAC Consulting in Portree, 
said: ‘Much of the early 
research by James Hutton 
was done during 2015 in 
north-west Skye, including 
the Corries and Staffin 
general grazings, for which I 
am clerk. 

‘They filmed interviews 
with stakeholders with a 
wide range of experience 
of the issues. There was a 
strong contribution from a 
local group of the Scottish 
Association of Young 
Farmers Clubs.

‘I believe the film show-
cases the experience and 
knowledge of those working 
on the ground and demon-
strates their concern about 
its management and issues 
they face.’

Those wishing to attend 
should contact Janette 

Sutherland at janette.
sutherland@sac.co.uk or  
01478612993. 

� NHS HIGHLAND is 
offering people in Skye and 
Lochalsh a chance to learn 
‘crucial - possibly lifesaving 
- information’ about heart 
attacks.

The health board will be 
running a two-session drop-
in event next month outlin-
ing how emergencies such as 
heart attacks are managed 
across Skye, Loch alsh and 
south-west Ross.

Each of the sessions at 
the Aros Centre, Portree, 
on Wednesday November 
2 will include a 20-minute 
presentation followed by 
questions from the floor.

Consultant cardiologist 
Peter Clarkson and Charlie 
Bloe, charge nurse at the 

coronary care unit, both 
from Raigmore Hospital, 
Inverness, will answer 
questions, alongside Alan 
Knox from the Scottish 
Ambulance Service and 
local clinicians.

Charlie Bloe said: ‘After 
the sessions we hope people 
will know more about the 
signs and symptoms. They’ll 
know what you should you do 
if you think you are having 
a heart attack and how the 
emergency services – from 
the paramedics on the scene 
to the cardiac specialists 
here in Inverness – are using 
the latest equipment and 
technology to work together 
to manage heart attacks and 
other cardiac emergencies.’ 

To register interest or to 
submit topics or questions 
contact sue.menzies@nhs.
net or call 01349 869225.

FIFTY-THREE students 
have graduated from Sab-
hal Mòr Ostaig this term 
taking the total number of 
graduates from the Skye 
college to 985.

Dr Christopher Dracup, 
who graduated with a 
first-class BA honours 
in Gaelic Language and 
Culture, received the 
prestigious Highland 
Society of London Award 
for the best Highlands and 
Islands themed dissertation 
in the Humanities and 
Gaelic subject by an under-
graduate student.

Students Joni Buchanan 
from Lewis and Eleanor 
MacDougall from Loch-
aber were both awarded a 
PhDs, making it the first 
time two PhD students 
have graduated from 

Sabhal Mòr Ostaig in the 
same year.

The college’s vice-princi-

pal and director of studies 
John Norman MacLeod, 
said: ‘We are particularly 

delighted there are more 
than 50 students graduating 
again this year and that the 
graduates have achieved 
such high academic stand-
ards, with 20 gaining BA, 
BA (Hons), MSc and PhD 
awards. 

‘With nearly 1,000 stu-
dents having graduated 
from the college to date, 
undoubtedly Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig’s graduates have had 
a significant impact on the 
maintenance and regenera-
tion of Gaelic.’

In addition to the aca-
demic awards and qualifi-
cations, the contributions 
of publisher Lisa Storey and 
poet Aonghas MacNeacail 
to Gaelic literature and cul-
ture were recognised when 
they were awarded the Sàr 
Ghàidheal honour.

Pioneering mountaineer 
awarded medal by UHI
THE ‘father of Scottish 
mountain rescue’ has been 
honoured by the University 
of the Highlands and Is-
lands (UHI) this week.

Dr Hamish MacInnes 
OBE, who founded 
Glencoe Mountain Res-
cue Team in 1961, was 
presented with a medal by 
university chancellor HRH 
the Princess Royal at the 
Perth College UHI grad-
uation and University of 
the Highlands and Islands 
Foundation Day.

Dr MacInnes, who also 
founded the Search and 
Rescue Dog Association 
in 1965 and co-founded the 
Scottish Avalanche Infor-
mation Service in 1988, was 
awarded the university’s 
chancellor medal in rec-
ognition of his ‘services to 
the development of moun-
taineering and mountain 
rescue’. 

Dr MacInnes’s other 
achievements include 
design ing the first all-metal 
ice axe in the 1940s and 
inventing the MacInnes 
folding stretcher in the 
1960s.

He has also written 
numerous mountaineering 
books and contributed to 
documentaries and films, 
including Rob Roy and 

Highlander, as a climber, 
stunt double, adviser, nar-
rator and producer. 

Travelling from his home 
in Glencoe to attend the 
ceremony, alongside 1,300 
other graduates and guests, 
Dr MacInnes said: ‘It is an 
honour to be here today 
to receive this award and I 
find it quite humbling. 

‘To be in the presence of 

HRH the Princess Royal, 
a true friend of Scotland, 
makes it a very special 
occasion. 

‘Behind me have been the 
mountain rescue teams and 
scientists who have also de-
voted their lives to making 
the mountains a safer place 
and ensuring the injured 
are evacuated as speedily 
as possible.’

Dr Christopher Dracup with UHI subject network leader 
Dr Brian Boag. 

Dr Hamish MacInnes OBE founded Glencoe Mountain 
Rescue Team.

THE COMPANY which 
owns the oil rig that 
grounded at Dalmore in the 
Western Isles is to give the 
community £120,000.

The money will be split 
between Dalmore and Car-
loway and an island-wide 
fund to help Western Isles 
young people to take part 
in sporting events on the 
mainland.

Discussing the community 
benefit with Transocean, 
leader of the comhairle 
Angus Campbell said: ‘The 
company wanted to pay 

Co-op sta�  gunge Neil Cameron for charity and then soak 
him in freezing water to clean it o� .

The hills are lonely 
TODAY is the end of the annual stag stalking season 
in Scotland and the last day male red deer may be 
legally killed on unfenced hills without a licence. 

The weather this year has been exceptionally fine, 
the best for many years. 

Unfortunately the same cannot be said of the num-
ber of deer around. From one end of Scotland to the 
other, stalkers are complaining stags are scarce, which 
is hardly surprising. 

For the past decade, thousands of deer have been 
unnecessarily slaughtered to meet European Union 
Habitat Directives from which common sense should 
have dictated they be largely exempt. 

It is thanks to this political correctness that numbers 
have fallen to an all-time low and why many Highland 
people voted to leave Europe. 

As long as giddy conservation groups see the 
Highlands as a vast theme park and the government 
continues to lure landowners into planting millions of 
trees of the wrong kind and in the wrong place and 
fill their heads with ridiculous rewilding schemes and 
indecently large grants, deer will be treated as vermin. 

Enclosures for trees and long-gone species need high 
wire fences which are a danger to both man and beast.

A sad end to a wonderful wild animal. Photograph by Iain 

Thornber.

Last weekend I found the remains of a stag tangled 
up in the perimeter fence of a new woodland scheme 
in Lochaber. 

Death, when it eventually came, would have been 
through stress, starvation and the removal of its eyes 
by raptors - probably while it was still alive. 

One thing against the unfortunate beast was the 
strong tensile wire. No matter how hard it was twisted, 
it became shorter until, finally, the stag was brought to 
its knees and drowned days later in a pool of its own 
making. This animal met a cruel and agonising end 
because the fencers left surplus material behind and 
the applicant failed to check the fence regularly.  

Scottish Natural Heritage maintains deer are a 
threat to the countryside and say 75 per cent of the 
population should be shot because they eat trees. 

Those who stalk and support deer argue they provide 
vital employment in rural areas and are important for 
our national brand image. They are also one of the last 
great wilderness herds of large grazing mammals in 
Europe. You would need to go to Africa before you 
would find anything like it. 

There are those who kill animals and those who don’t 
and neither the twain shall meet. The psychology of 
why anyone would get pleasure from a sport whose 
perceived objective is to blow a hole in the side of 
something as beautiful as a deer bothers some, and 
so it should. People who have never done any stalking 
often have a concept of it being about a bunch of 
‘Hooray Henrys’ blazing away to make up for the lack 
of primeval excitement in their lives or for some macho 
charge that each death gives them. The reality is very 
different. 

The sport, if you want to call it that, is in the stalk, not 
pulling the trigger. Using modern, high-velocity rifles 
and accompanied by professional stalkers who have 
had to pass tests in animal welfare and marksmanship 
and have an unrivalled knowledge of the natural his-
tory of the hill, means there is little room for mistakes. 

Stalking is the art of approaching a wild animal with-
out disturbing it. Shooting it is the removal of selected 
animals for the benefit of the majority. The objective is 
to end up with a population within which the deer are 
healthy and thriving; where there is a proper ratio of 
sexes and ages and whose demand for food will be in 
balance with what is available when it is at its scarcest.  

The notion that stalking was reserved for the elite is 
wrong. It was essentially the sport of the clansmen - 
the rank and file - and, as shown in Gaelic literature, it 
formed an important part of their daily lives.

Red deer are as old as the hills. They are the descen-
dents of the huge European stags that walked across 
the dry floor of the North Sea at the end of the Ice 
Age. 

Allan Cameron, who in 1932 wrote ‘The Wild Red 
Deer of Scotland’  - one of the best books on the 
subject - said: ‘The march of civilisation has destroyed 
their forests, ploughed their pastures, circumscribed 
their bounds and made them a lesser race than their 
mighty ancestors, but their pedigree is none the less 
unimpeachable and the successful sportsman spills the 
blue blood of prehistoric times.’ Perhaps the deer need 
rewilding!

Scotland’s deer deserve a new start and could get it 
if Holyrood would only recognise they are a national 
treasure. 

A way forward would be to remove the deer portfolio 
from Scottish Natural Heritage and re-establish the 
former independent Red Deer Commission staffed by 
professional, working stalkers and fewer theorists.  

Demosthenes, a Greek statesman and orator of 
ancient Athens, counselled his audience to shape their 
future by the best of their past. That should be the 
guiding principle behind sensible and practical deer 
management in Scotland today.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

www.facebook.com/obantimes

tribute to the communities 
of the Western Isles and we 
felt the community around 
Dalmore should directly 
benefit but that there should 
also be a fund for young 
people across the islands. 

‘Often youth groups strug-
gle to raise funds for at-
tending mainland sporting 
events and this will provide 
an opportunity to bid for 
money for that purpose.’

Dave Walls, Transocean’s 
operations director for 
north-west Europe, said: 
‘On behalf of Transocean, 
I would like to thank the 
kind and generous people 
of Lewis for their support, 
hospitality and patience 
since the rig grounded at 
Dalmore.  

‘The response from the 
island has been both over-
whelming and humbling 
and I hope the donations go 
some way to recognise and 
acknowledge the warmth 
and welcome extended to 
Transocean and our busi-
ness partners.’

flour, lots of water and food 
colouring to make it look 
even worse. It got every-
where. 

‘I’m not sure I enjoyed it, 
but the team did. The water 
helped get most of it off but 
it was freezing. I needed it 
though to get all that rubbish 
off.’

Neil and his colleagues will 
continue to support the Red 
Cross throughout the year. 
Anyone wishing to contrib-
ute to the charity can do so 
via collection buckets in the 
shop.
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61YEARS AGO The North Argyll 
Eventide Home was opened by the 
people of  Oban to provide a caring 
environment for the elderly of  the area.
Today, fully modernised, it continues 
to provide exceptional residential and 
respite care for our old people. With 
consistent top scores at every inspection, 
Oban can be extremely proud to have 
such a high quality facility. 

For more information please contact:
North Argyll Eventide Home Association Ltd. 

North Argyll House, Connel Rd, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
01631 562168    info@northargyllhouse.org

 www.northargyllhouse.org

SKILLS BY FLEXIBLE STUDY

GAIN FANTASTIC

COURSES AVAILABLE
• NC HORSE CARE
• EQUINE FLEXIBLE STUDIES (HNC, HND)
• BA(HONS) EQUINE BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

Contact: Liz Bell   E: knockloam1@btinternet.com   T: 01667 493853

Scottish 
Calendars 2017

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Rebellion was on the minds 
of many people at the Royal 
National Mòd this year – with 
a tone of non-compliance set 
by An Comunn Gaidhealach 
president John Macleod.
Mr Macleod wants the Western 
Isles to become an area of 
special interest recognised by 
UNESCO for the remnant of 
Gaelic language and culture 
that is kept alive throughout 
the area.
Pictured right are Comunn 
Gaidhealach Mhule – Mull 
Gaelic Choir – who were in high 
spirits. The youngsters were 
performing at the Mòd with 
their conductor, Riona Whyte.
To read more about this week’s 
events at the Mòd, turn to our 
eight-page colour special, 
starting on page 13.

Smiles and 
determined 
spirit mark 
2016 Mòd

Skatepark plan for Oban front
OBAN councillors have put 
forward a proposal to transform 
one of the most sought-after 
green sites in the town centre 
into a skate park for young 
people.

The proposal for the seafront 
grassed area next to the war 
memorial at the Corran Halls 
was revealed by Councillor 
Roddy McCuish at last week’s 
Oban Lorn and the Isles area 
committee meeting.

The move comes after almost 
a year of arguments over young 
people using bikes, scooters, 

roller skates and footballs at the 
Stafford Street pedestrianised 
area. 

Arguments about moving the 
young people to somewhere else 
in the town came to a head last 
week when council officers put 
up a sign to ‘advise’ people on the 
use of the area. The sign has no 
standing in law.

Complaints have been made to 
councillors, community coun-
cillors and police about young 
people’s activity in the area but 
to date no young person has been 
found to be breaking the law.

At last week’s meeting, 
Councillor McCuish said he will 
ask the land owners, whom he 

believed to be SSE, to hand over 
the site to a youth project for 
children and young adults.

Backing the plans, Councillor 
Julie MacKenzie said she wants 
the young people of the town to 
take charge of the project.

The plan was not universally 
popular, however, as Councillor 
Neil MacIntyre said he thought 
a skate park would be ‘mad’ 
and he said that he would not 
be supporting any plans for the 
development on the town’s front.

Councillor McCuish revealed 
the proposal after hearing from 
newly-appointed youth police 
officer, Constable Claire Brown, 
who will be working with young 

people throughout Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles.

Speaking to the police officer, 
Mr McCuish said: ‘We are 100 
per cent behind what you are 
trying to do. It is very important.

‘We are also delighted that 
you have been out and about 
speaking to the young people in 
the town already.’

Talking about the number of 
children in Oban who are using 
bikes on Stafford Street, he con-
tinued: ‘There is a piece of land 
in front of the Corran Halls that 
would be ideal [for a skate park]. 
There is CCTV there, it is in full 
view of the road and a couple of 
businessmen have already said 

they will back it and are even 
willing to donate some money 
to it.’

Councillor MacKenzie said: 
‘I’m 100 per cent with you, Roddy. 
The kids are fed up with the 
negative press about them.

‘What Kevin Irvine [a youth 
worker] and I have been doing 
for the past couple of months 
is getting them back on board. 
They are now really keen to get 
going.

‘I want them [the young people] 
to take a lead on this. The only 
way it is going to work is if the 
kids take the lead. It is just what 
the town needs.’

Backing the plan, Councillor 

Iain MacLean said: ‘I didn’t 
see that one coming. If there is 
anything we can do to secure 
funding, then I think we should.’

Councillor MacIntyre replied: 
‘I think the plan is mad. Other 
people have tried to do things 
on the lawn at the front of the 
Corran Halls and they have never 
been able to get public support or 
planning permission.

‘I think having anything for 
kids next to a main road is just a 
bad idea and I will not be able to 
support it.’

What do you think? Should 
a skate park be built in front of 
the Corran Halls? Email lglen@
obantimes.co.uk.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Planning 
applications  
due to be 
decided on
APPLICATIONS for two 
Oban housing developments 
in Glenshellach were due to 
be decided by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning committee 
in Kilmory Castle yesterday 
(Wednesday). 

Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) plans 
to build 24 affordable flats, 
in two three-storey blocks 
of 12, in its final phase of a 
development west of Catalina 
Avenue. The application 
attracted no letters of support 
and 54 objections, citing the 
site’s overdevelopment and the 
‘inappropriate’ scale of ‘this 
pair of sentry boxes’. 

So far 78 dwellings have been 
granted permission, bringing 
the total to 102 homes – above 
the 90 units allocated in the 
Local Development Plan 
(LDP).

ACHA has also applied 
to build 12 more houses by 
Hayfield, beside its four flats 
and 13 houses there, with 
six more units expected in a 
future application. 

The plan received no letters 
of support and 43 objections 
mostly from local addresses, 
arguing the extra 18 dwellings 
would exceed the allocation set 
out in the LDP. 

Council officers have 
recommended councillors 
grant planning permission for 
both applications, subject to a 
discretionary local hearing.

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01397 703003
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Days gone by – at Inveraray

Glasgow Letter

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

Mòd fever 
I AM writing this column from a 
lovely house in starry Shawbost away 
out on the west side of Lewis. 

On Monday morning, I headed into 
Stornoway for a week at the Royal 
National Mòd – beginning with two 
competitions with my wee choir, the 
Glasgow Islay Juniors. 

By the time this paper goes to print, 
our competition will be over and, 
whether we win or lose, I think I can 
safely say the kids will have had a great 
time in Stornoway and will have done 
themselves proud in the process – as I’m 
sure is the case for so many other junior 
competitors throughout the week. 

Good luck to everyone competing. 

Clydebank ceilidh 
THE Clydebank Highlanders had 
a successful ceilidh on Friday night 
with a great turn-out of patrons. 

The ceilidh was chaired by the 
Reverend Fred Booth, and the 
singers were Sheena Walker, Mary C 
MacLean, and Alasdair Whyte. Luke 
Pringle was the piper, and Ryan the 
fiddler, with Kirsteen Grant accom-
panying the singers as well as playing 
for some community singing. 

Best wishes were sent to Neil Bu-
chanan, husband of president Chris-
tine, who is at present in hospital. 

Condolences had been sent to the 
families of Kenny MacLean, Isa Bick-
erstaff (for many years a committee 
member), Grace Jameson and very 
dear friend of the association, Angus 
MacPhee. Angus’s sons, Billy and Ian, 
are both ceilidh stalwarts. 

The association was pleased to see 
Angus’s daughter Mairi with her son 
Lewis, who recently joined his uncles 
onstage with his pipes at an Erskine 
ceilidh and brought the house down. 

Also in attendance was Angus’s 
daughter-in-law, Caroline, and baby 
Ioan who, at eight weeks old, was 
making his first appearance at a 
Clydebank ceilidh. 

Angus’s eldest son George lives 
in England, and the association’s 
thoughts are with them all at this time.

Gathering’s line-up
THE line-up for the Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Association annual gath-
ering concert (details in the What’s 
on section) is as follows: chairman 
is Marisa MacDonald; singers are 
Murdo Wasp MacDonald, Mairi 
Maclennan, Calum Alex Macmillan, 
and Catriona Macneil; and the accor-
dionist is Charles MacLeod.

 Admission is £10 and children get in 
for free. The concert will go on until 
roughly 10.30pm at which point the 
dance will begin in the same venue 
until 2am.

What’s on
Friday October 28: Glasgow Uist 
and Barra Association Ceilidh in the 
Crawford Hall, Beith Street.
Friday October 28: The First Ever 
Eriskay Annual Gathering in the 
Glasgow University Union. 
Saturday October 29: Glasgow 
Skye Association Marag Supper in 
the Crawford Hall, Beith Street at 
7.30pm.
Thursday November 3: Glasgow 
Lewis and Harris Association An-
nual Dinner, Pond Hotel, 7.15pm for 
7.30pm.
Friday November 4: Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Association Annual Gath-
ering Concert, Glasgow University 
Union, 7.30pm. 
Friday 4 November: Glasgow Lewis 
and Harris Association Annual 
Dance, Glasgow University Union, 
10.30pm-2am. 

Pub scene 
Park Bar. 
Friday October 21: Beinn Lee.
Saturday October 22: Trail West. 
Sunday October 23: Beinn Lee.

Islay Inn. 
Friday October 21: Crooked Reel.
Saturday October 22: The Raggaels.
Wednesday October 26: quiz night. 

THA MI A’ SGRÌOBHADH seo 
is am Mòd Nàiseanta Rìoghail air 
fosgladh le othail ciùil agus òran, mar 
bu dual, ann an Steòrnabhagh. 

An dèidh aimsir beagan caoc-
hlaideach aig toiseach gnothaich tha 
cùisean a’ togail orra agus tha sinn 
a’ guidhe  aig a’ char as lugha gum 
faigh a’ chloinn sìde mhath airson 
an cuid fhèin den Mhòd.  ‘S e pàirt 
chudromach den dìleab a th’ aig gach 
Mòd, Ionadail agus Nàiseanta, gum 
bi cuimhne mhath aig an òigridh air 
an tachartas agus gum bi iad air am 
brosnachadh leantainn leis a’ chànan 
agus cumail ga foillseachadh is ga 
cleachdadh aig Mòdan agus nam 
beatha làitheil feadh na dùthcha. Gun 
teagamh ‘s e fàs ann an cleachdadh 
na Gàidhlig agus ann an àireamh 
luchd-ionnsachaidh agus fhileantaich 
am prìomh amas a dh’fheumas a bhith 
aig Plana Nàiseanta na Gàidhlig, agus 
‘s e prìomh dhùbhlan dha Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig na h-iomairtean leasachaidh 
as èifeachdaiche a dh’ionnsaigh a 
chinn-uidhe sin aithneachadh agus a 
neartachadh.

Mar a bhiodh dùil, chaidh mòran 
a ràdh mun chànan ann an òraidean 

fosglaidh a’ Mhòid agus ged nach robh 
duine ag àicheadh a’ chunnairt anns 
am  bheil a’ Ghàidhlig, bha cuideachd 
mothachadh air iomadh sochair a 
bhuinnigeadh mar thaic dhi thar fiù’s 
nan deich bliadhna fichead a chaidh. 
Bu chòir an leudachadh air foghlam 
tro mheadhan a’ chànain, fàs seirb-
heis craolaidh, cothroman agus soirb-
heachadh anns na h-ealain Ghàidhlig, 
agus Achd na Gàidhlig, uile a  bhith 
na mhisneachadh dha luchd-cleach-
daidh is luchd-taice a’ chànain, a’ 
brosnachadh an tuilleadh spàirn a 
dh’ionnsaigh Gàidhlig ath-bheot-
hachadh. Thuirt Ceann-suidhe a’ 
Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich gum bheil 
an t-seann nòs a tha làidir fhathast 
ann an dualchas nan Eileanan Siar 
airidh air aithne agus dìon UNESCO.

Ach nuair a bhruidhneas tu ri 
daoine òga mun Ghàidhlig, tha 
mòr-chuid dhiubh ga meas mar 
chultar sheann-fhasanta nach eil 
tarraingeach dhaibh ged a tha iad 
a’ tuigsinn gum buin e dhaibh. Tha 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig agus MG Alba glè 
mhothachail gum feumar an dùbhlan 
sin a fhreagairt ma tha dòchas gu 
bhith aig a’ Ghàidhlig, agus rinn 

an consairt Ar Cànan ‘s ar Ceòl air 
Iomall a’ Mhòid ann an Steòrnabhagh 
Disathairne seo chaidh ceum air an 
t-slighe le còrr air ceud, sean is òg, a’ 
seinn, a’ dannsa, agus ri ceòl de gach 
seòrsa!  “Dh’iarrainn barrachd seinn” 
thuirt fear, agus bha tèile a’ gearan 
gun robhas a’ lìbhrigeadh cuirm 
Ghàidhlig ann an Gàidhlig!   

Tha margaideachd ri deànamh, agus 
bidh Am Mòd aig a chridhe!

GROWING everyday use and speaker 
numbers is a priority of every national 
plan for Gaelic, and that target requires 
enthusiastic adoption of the language 
and culture by young people. 

An excellent Hebridean musical 
showcase on the National Mod fringe 
in Stornoway last Saturday took a 
step in that process when more than 
100 artistes of all ages celebrated 
Gaelic culture through song, dance 
and music. But the scale of the mar-
keting challenge was underlined by a 
complaint that a Gaelic concert was 
presented in Gaelic. 

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Argyll administration 
lets down the people
Sir,
MSPs are complaining that due to the 
late autumn statement by the Chan-
cellor Philip Hammond they will only 
have 15 weeks for scrutiny of the 2017 
Scottish draft budget. 

Under the Liberal Democrat-Con-
servative-Independent administration 
at Argyll and Bute Council, we are 
lucky to get 15 minutes for scrutiny 
before amendments are required.

The advice from Audit Scotland ‘to 
facilitate more transparent scrutiny 
of budgets, members should consider 
circulating proposals for significant 
changes to the budgeting pack in ad-
vance of the council meeting, ideally 
with agenda papers’ is ignored. 

The SNP always published its budget 
four weeks ahead of the budget meet-
ing to allow for proper scrutiny and to 
try to reach consensus.

The £10 million of administration 
cuts this year are now starting to bite. 
The administration took more than 
a year to decide its cuts but was still 
unable to control its overspending and 
had to be bailed out by an extra £1.7 
million of cuts secretly provided by the 
[then] chief executive. In contrast, the 
SNP amendment balanced the budget 
without management help, retained 
an extra £1.4 million in education and 
protected more jobs.

With only four months to go before 
the budget meeting in February, the 
administration has put no plan to 
the council to deal with its forecast 
overspend next year. 

The council leader has stated the 
projected overspend next year could 
be even greater than the £10.5 million 
forecast by council officers. The 
administration at Argyll and Bute 
Council is sleepwalking to another 
panic round of savage and thoughtless 
cuts to services.

It is reckless and irresponsible of 
the administration not to put forward 
any plans to deal with its overspend 
next year and to reject SNP proposals 
to take forward a budget process. 
The SNP approach would have been 
inclusive and transparent but the 
administration prefers to stick its col-
lective head in the sand and operate 
in secrecy.

The behaviour of the administration 
will no doubt require further inter-
vention from Audit Scotland and the 
Accounts Commission but it is the 
people of Argyll and Bute who will 
continue to suffer for the failures of 
the current administration.

Councillor James Robb,
Argyll and Bute Council. 

NHS 24 and hospital 
sta�  were fantastic
Sir,
I recently had to access NHS 24 on 
its new telephone number 111 on 
a Sunday to obtain the emergency 
extraction of an abscessed decayed 
molar, with the added complication 
of having suffered anaphylactic shock 
some years ago.

The courteous, prompt, efficient, 

friendly and kindly service I received 
from NHS 24 and Lorn and Islands 
District General Hospital in Oban, 
the accident and emergency depart-
ment, Sister Jane White and her staff, 
and dentist Sam Wood and his staff 
was exemplary.

Waiting time in A&E was five min-
utes while they checked my records 
and readings, and five minutes again 
in the new emergency dental clinic 
while I filled in forms.

This must surely be a British hospi-
tal record. Thank you NHS 24 and the 
hospital staff.

Margaret MacKay,
Achinreir, Barcaldine.

There are alternative 
providers of training
Sir,
I write regarding your front page arti-
cle in The Oban Times on October 6 on 
the closure of Argyll Training. 

It is always sad to see any business 
close and for jobs to be lost but local 
businesses and people looking for 
work should be aware that there are 
other training providers operating in 
Argyll and Bute who offer training 
services without any funding from the 
local council or central government.

In my case, despite the downturn 
in demand for training, I have con-
tinued to offer face-to-face training 
in local areas, including the islands, 
for groups of people from businesses, 
charities and individuals seeking to 
gain worthwhile qualifications. 

Despite competition from online 
training providers, many people still 
feel the benefit of meeting in a room 
with a group of people. It offers net-
working opportunities and the chance 
to ask questions and, therefore, even 
when courses are not profitable, 
wherever it is possible I will continue 
to offer this service to the people and 
businesses of Argyll.

Sheila Baird,
EnCaT, Lochgilphead.

Tribute to those who 
died at the Somme
Sir,
I’m sure you are well aware that the 
First World War Battle of the Somme 
in 1916 was entering its final days at 
about this time of year.

Apparently the accepted recorded 
date on which hostilities concluded 
was November 19, 1916 (approximate-
ly). This is my commemorative poem 
on this horrific event.

Iain Scott Rae
North Esk Road, Edzell.

Lament to the Somme
‘Over the top’ to the pipes and the 
whistle
men and boys frae the land o’ the 
saltire and thistle,
Bravely they walked as ordered to do
by generals who simply hadn’t a clue,
Of modern warfare and its 
destructive power,
might have caused others to halt and 
cower.

Instead shoulder to shoulder they 
marched that day
never fl inching as they stepped where 
comrades lay,
On the Somme’s bloody fi elds so far, 
far away
onwards they trod over barbed wire 
and clay,
So many that day fell in the early light
No man’s land was a fearful sight.

Yet the numbers who died on that fi rst 
day of horror
were followed by many during ninety 
of sorrow,
The battle raged on from July to 
November
towards its end the Jocks struggled to 
remember,
The distances won over these awful 
times
measured only in inches at the 
Somme’s foreign climes.

All over our land war memorials 
show
names by rank and regiment, row on 
row,
Those listed gave both their lives and 
their youth
the promise of ‘the war to end all 
wars’ stretched the truth,
Causing mothers and wives to weep 
and to wail
within a generation that pledge was 
to fail.

Rural communities 
are being sidelined
Sir,
In a recent Holyrood debate on rural 
communities, shadow rural affairs 
secretary Peter Chapman said the 
SNP had ‘turned its back’ on the 
countryside.

He also said: ‘Nationalists were too 
focused on centralising things in the 
central belt and their obsession with 
independence was distracting from 
governing communities up and down 
Scotland.’

The shocking delay in single farm 
payments is just one example of this. It 
is a very worrying trend that is coming 
from the SNP-led government.

We in Scotland’s rural communities 
are constantly being sidelined in 
these one-size-fits-all SNP policies. 
Scotland’s rural communities deserve 
better.

Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Time for another 
vote on Brexit
Sir,
Now that everyone has experienced 
the minor upheaval caused by Brexit, 
perhaps it is time for a second EU 
referendum. 

Remainers could win my vote this 
time round were they only prepared 
to offer minor concessions like 
blue passports, the right to sell 
petrol by the gallon and a return to 
weather forecasts in comprehensible 
units.

John Eoin Douglas,
Spey Terrace, Edinburgh.

This period picture was taken at the Loch Fyne Hotel at Inveraray and shows Donald Clark and his wife Jennifer in the 
Harness Room cocktail bar. But does anyone know when it was taken or where they are now?

PARKING – and the use of blue badges by disabled 
people – is a subject virtually guaranteed to have 

emotions running high.
So it should come as no surprise that new signs erected 

at the Morrisons supermarket in Fort William have 
prompted a vociferous reaction on social media.

And the row comes, of course, on the back of the rein-
troduction of parking enforcers – who used to be called 

traffic wardens – to control bad parking by motorists in 
the town.

Drivers should not be using Morrisons to avoid paying 
fees in the town while they go to work or elsewhere, and 
in the process clog the car park so that customers have 
trouble finding a space.

However, people have blue badges because of disabili-
ties and should not be penalised by the new rules.

The Glasgow Islay Junior Gaelic Choir moments before the beginning of their Mòd competition on Monday.

FW



Thursday 20 October, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk 9NEWS
FW

ONE OF Scotland’s foremost 
tech experts has slammed the 
Scottish Government’s ap-
proach to providing broadband 
to rural communities – and is 
calling for it to stop ignoring 
smaller suppliers, writes Louise 
Glen. 

The response comes follow-
ing a report by Scottish Rural 
Action (SRA), criticising 
Community Broadband 
Scotland (CBS), a government 
initiative led by Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise, for its 
sole reliance on BT-partnered 
programmes.

Charlie Boisseau, chief tech-
nology officer at Commsworld, 
believes the mission to provide 
superfast broadband to 100 per 
cent of properties by 2020 is, at 
this stage, a pipe dream. 

He said: ‘It would be difficult 
to disagree that the govern-
ment has failed in its mission 
to provide broadband.

‘Whether any one party can 
be blamed for this shortfall is 
open to discussion but if any 
progress is to be made in pro-
viding everyone with superfast 
broadband, the government 
must open the building of net-
work infrastructures to more 
companies.’

The Edinburgh-based tele-
communications company, 
which criticised the decision 
not to split BT and Openreach 
earlier this year, hopes to see 
further attention paid to the 
rapidly advancing capabilities 
of smaller service providers. 

Mr Boisseau added: ‘Even 
with significant government 

subsidies, rural areas are of 
little to no interest to tier one 
providers such as Openreach, 
which stand to gain little from 
what is, comparative to city 
infrastructure projects, a lot of 
work.

‘So, although these projects 
are of vital political and 
local importance, the biggest 
providers will always leave the 
Highlanders and Islanders to 
last. That is if they pay them 
much heed at all.’

Mr Boisseau went on to warn 
that without a revision in the 
current project those outwith 
the main business hubs would 
suffer from a poorer service 
and slower speeds. 

He continued: ‘While larger 
companies may offer a cheaper 
service for the provision of 

broadband in the main, it 
is our view that the use of 
smaller companies to fill in the 
gaps they leave behind could 
establish a network that is a lot 
closer to meeting the govern-
ment’s ambitious aims than the 
system currently in place.

‘For this to work, though, 
they must stop merely paying 
lip service to smaller providers 
and throw all their resources 
into getting companies of var-
ious sizes working on making 
Scotland a more connected 
country.’

A Scottish Government 
spokesperson said Commu-
nity Broadband Scotland was 
working with a large number of 
smaller providers to deliver the 
technology to meet Scotland’s 
needs. 

A PETITION signed by 4,600 
women across Argyll and Bute 
hit by changes to the state 
pension age has been handed 
to the House of Commons by 
local MP Brendan O’Hara, 
who urged the UK govern-
ment to ‘right this wrong’.

Known as the WASPI 
women (Women Against 
State Pension Inequality), 
they were all born on or after 
April 6, 1951, and, under the 
1995 and 2011 Pensions Act, 
they will not be able to draw 
their pension until they are 66 
The women are calling on the 
government to introduce rea-
sonable transitional arrange-
ments, giving them adequate 
time to make alternative plans 
for their retirement as many 
women were given little or no 
notice of these changes.

The Argyll and Bute WASPI 
group can be contacted at ar-
gyllisleswaspi@outlook.com 
or on Facebook.

A TAYNUILT man has been 
banned from the road for 12 
months after being found guilty 
of dangerous driving.

George Thomson, of Clach-
ma-Nessaig, Airds Bay, 
Taynuilt, denied driving dan-
gerously on the A85 between 
Tyndrum and Arrivain on 
October 17, 2015, by crossing 
double white lines to enter the 
opposite carriageway, and later, 
while overtaking, entering the 
opposing carriageway without 
clear sight of the road ahead on 
the approach to a blind bend.

Giving evidence, PC Colin 
May described driving east to 
Tyndrum, and on a bend being 
suddenly confronted by an 
oncoming Toyota, straddling 
halfway across the double white 
lines, about 15ft in front of 
his police car. ‘I had to brake 
other wise there would have 
been a collision,’ he said. 

Turning the car around, PC 
May and special constable 
Andrew Buchanan pursued 
the vehicle west along the A85 
Arrivain straight, and observed 
it overtaking multiple cars. 

‘He was driving so aggres-
sively,’ PC May said. ‘I was 
constantly playing catch-up 
with him.’

Upon charging Thomson with 
dangerous driving, PC May 
said: ‘He did not agree with 
us. As I explained, he laughed.
He did not think he had done 
anything wrong. He was quite 
relaxed.’ 

Afterwards, PC May was 
approached by a witness over-
taken by the Toyota on a blind 
crest. The witness, a volunteer 
firefighter who had taken an 
advanced driving test, told the 
court: ‘It was quite a dangerous 
manoeuvre. It was on double 
white lines. I had to brake 

A DUNBEG man had been 
found guilty of assaulting a 
75-year-old man and his grand-
son, after a trial at Oban Sheriff 
Court, where he was fined £850.

Jamie MacDonald, 23, of 
59 Lochnell Road, Dunbeg, 
pleaded not guilty to assaulting 
David Black at the same ad-
dress on May 19, by seizing his 
body, attempting to remove him 
from a vehicle, and repeatedly 
striking him on the head. 

MacDonald also faced a 
second charge of assaulting 
David’s grandfather, Duncan 
Black, by lunging towards him 
and causing him to fall to the 
ground to his injury.

Sentencing, Sheriff Ruth An-
derson QC said: ‘I am satisfied 
beyond reasonable doubt that 
you are guilty with respect to 
both charges. This is outra-
geous behaviour.’ 

Sheriff Anderson fined Mac-
Donald £500 for the first as-
sault on David Black, and £100 
for the second, combined with 
a £250 compensation order to 
Duncan Black for the ‘distress 
and injury’ he caused.

MP hands 
in petition

Clarification

Scottish Government is ‘failing’ 
rural communities over broadband

COURT NEWS
Taynuilt man’s 
dangerous driving 
leads to road ban

Dunbeg man �ned 
over double assault

because I thought he was going 
to come into the side of me. I 
have been to accidents there in 
the past. It is not nice to scrape 
someone off the road.’

Sheriff Ruth Anderson found 
Thomson guilty of dangerous 
driving. 

She said: ‘I have evidence of 
a vehicle crossing a white line 
twice in short space of time. I 
am satisfied beyond reasonable 
doubt. 

‘No doubt he knows the road 
and takes chances, and now he 
will be disqualified for a year.’

Sheriff Anderson also fined 
Thomson £500, to be paid with-
in two months, and ordered him 
to resit the extended driving 
test.

A FLEET of 10 marine robots 
from Dunbeg has successfully 
completed an ambitious two-
week mission off north-west 
Scotland.

The project, from the Scot-
tish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) at Dun-
staffnage, went ahead despite 
being hit by a succession of 
Atlantic storms with winds 
gusting up to 60mph and 
waves up to seven metres high. 

The mission comprised 
the largest simultaneous 
deployment of marine robots 
attempted in UK waters to 
date, with seven submarine 
Seagliders and three surface 
Wavegliders operating in 
challenging waters around the 
Outer Hebrides.

The robot fleet was collect-
ing a variety of marine envi-
ronmental data in support of 
the Royal Navy’s Unmanned 
Warrior programme, includ-
ing ocean temperature, sa-
linity, oxygen, turbidity, tidal 
currents, and surface weather 
and wave conditions.

While the robots were taking 
a battering from the weather, 
the mission pilots and sci-
entists were safe and warm 
operating the fleet via satellite 
from the comfort of dedicated 
operations rooms.

The Seagliders surveyed 
an area of more than 5,000 
square kilometres during the 
two-week deployment, ventur-
ing up to 125 kilometres off 
the island of Barra into waters 
deeper than 1,000 metres. The 
Wavegliders ventured up to 
150 kilometres north of Lewis, 
each covering a distance of 
more than 300 kilometres.

The ability of the Wave-
gliders to accurately target 
features such as oceanic 
fronts, visible on satellite im-
ages provided by Plymouth 
Marine Laboratory, was a 

particular success given the 
combination of strong winds, 
waves and tides.

The mission was co-ordi-
nated by the National Ocean-
ography Centre (NOC) in 
Southampton and the SAMS 
near Oban, and involved 
more than 20 industry and 
government partners. The UK 
Defence Science and Technol-
ogy Laboratory (DSTL) was 
the primary sponsor of the 
mission, and all of the collect-
ed data will be archived at the 
British Oceanographic Data 
Centre and made available 

for future scientific research.  
Fraser Macdonald, who 
co-ordinated the SAMS con-
tribution, said: ‘SAMS has a 
long history of working in this 
region. 

‘The unique Seaglider data 
collected during this mission 
will contribute to our ongoing 
research into the complex 
oceanographic processes that 
influence changes in global 
climate, including how in-
creasing ocean temperatures 
are affecting the north-east 
Atlantic and adjacent regions 
including the Arctic.’

SAMS aids in voyage of discovery

Fighter Alison runs to 
B-eat anorexia stigma
A 20-YEAR-OLD girl from 
Oban who suffers from ano-
rexia ran her fastest ever 10km 
race last weekend – and said it 
was because she was running 
to raise awareness about the 
illness.

Alison MacVicar finished 
the Aviemore 10km route in 42 
minutes, which works out at an 
average speed of seven minutes 
per mile.

She ran the race to raise mon-
ey for B-eat – ‘the UK’s eating 
disorder charity’. 

Alison, who is studying for a 
sport and fitness BsCH degree 
at UHI Inverness, hopes to 
pursue a career in sports nutri-
tion. She wants to help others 
develop a healthy relationship 
with food and exercise.

‘Sunday was about raising 
awareness,’ she said. ‘To run 
with that bib and for people to 
see it and think, “What is that 
charity?” That’s what it was all 
about. 

‘Wearing the B-eat vest on 
Sunday was an emotional, over-
whelming and joyous feeling. 

‘It’s about reducing the stigma 
of mental illness and speak-
ing out so people don’t feel 
ashamed or embarrassed about 
an illness they never chose to 
have. 

‘If I could describe anorexia 
then it’s like facing your biggest 
fear – darkness, spiders, blood 
– three to four times a day and 
it’s trying to rationalise that 
food is not a fear but essential 
for survival.

‘It’s not about vanity; it’s 
about control and using it as a 
tool to cope with pressure or 
emotions. My motto is, “It’s 

OK to fall down nine times, just 
make sure you stand up 10”.

‘People shouldn’t be embar-
rassed by it. You don’t choose 
to get ill, the same way you 
don’t choose to get a mental 
illness. 

‘I ran the 10k for previous or 
current sufferers and all the 
family and friends who support 

someone suffering. I would say 
it was the biggest buzz I have 
ever had. It was an emotional 
day.’ 

Alison first started running 
when she was 16, but was soon 
overwhelmed by ‘a sport that is 
defined by your weight’.

Shortly after taking up the 
sport, she started studying for 

her exams. During this stressful 
time, she said the only thing 
that she could control was her 
weight. 

However, she is now in a 
‘better place’. She said: ‘I’ve 
managed to maintain a healthy 
weight for a long time, but it’s 
an ongoing thing; it’s a struggle 
every day. You keep going.

‘That’s why I kept my running 
up. When I’m stressed, I exer-
cise. I channel my emotions 
through that [running].

‘It’s funny, running is how it 
[anorexia] started, but at the 
same time, it saved me. 

‘I have changed my relation-
ship with food. I think that it’s 
going to benefit me, not do 
anything bad.’

If Alison had the opportunity 
to tell others who may be suf-
fering from a mental illness, 
she would say, ‘Don’t deny it 
and don’t be scared to admit it. 
If you can admit it, you can get 
better.

‘As much as you think people 
will stigmatise you, people are 
more accepting these days. 
You just don’t know everyone’s 
story. They might have had a 
similar experience.’

She also said that it helps to 
have people there to support 
you. 

She added: ‘My friends and 
family never gave up on me, 
even when I gave up on myself.’

Andrea Auburn, B-eat 
community fundraising officer, 
said: ‘We are so grateful to Ali-
son for taking on this race, and 
bravely sharing her personal 
experience, to support B-eat. 

‘All her hard work in fund-
raising and raising awareness 
will help change the lives of 
individuals and their loved ones 
who’ve been affected by an 
eating disorder.’

DAVID McPHEE 
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

The photograph Alison took of herself and her medal after 
completing the Aviemore 10km.

A Seaglider is 
recovered o� the 
Outer Hebrides 

following its 
deployment during 

the two-week 
mission.

IN LAST week’s story 
about the ongoing crofting 
row, it was said that Fergus 
Ewing MSP had called on Mr 
Colin Kennedy to resign. 

However, the Scottish 
Government would like us 
to point out that ‘no such 
request to resign has been 
issued. Serious allegations 
about the Scottish ministers 
and others were attributed 
to Mr Kennedy in the press 
following the Crofting Com-
mission’s meeting in Brora on 
September 28. The Scottish 
Government has requested 
further information from the 
convener in relation to these 
allegations and will give this 
further consideration. While 
this matter is ongoing, the 
Scottish Government will 
continue to monitor the 
situation at the Crofting 
Commission closely.’

40% of our community have 
one or more chronic medical 
conditions. That is approx. 4,500 
people registered with the Lorn 
Medical Practice. These are 
not mere statistics, they are our 
friends, colleagues, neighbours 
and family members. On the 
positive side these conditions can 
be control managed or improved 
by adopting an active healthy 
lifestyle, and we as a community 
can help each other do just that.

This is our challenge – to 
improve the wellbeing of ‘our 
40%’ and for Oban and Lorn 
to become a more active, fitter, 
healthier community. Healthy 
Options is the community 
response to meet that challenge. 
Established in 2011 as a col-
laboration between community 
activators, health professionals 
and fitness professionals. Lorn 
& Oban Healthy Options Ltd 
is an independent social en-
terprise with charitable status. 
Our professional staff support 
clients on their own individual 
health journey dependent on 
their health condition, aspira-
tions and interests. Often this 
starts on a one-to-one basis, 
perhaps moving to Healthy 
Options group activities often 

followed to participating in 
activities in the community. 
These ‘social prescriptions’ 
(non-medical prescriptions) 
can be centre based – we have 
Atlantis Leisure the community 
run sport and leisure centre as 
a delivery partner with a huge 
range of activities available, 
gym, swim, aquarobics, dance, 
‘fit for life’ programme, Perfect 
Posture, Pilates etc etc . Other 
social prescriptions in the com-
munity include walking groups, 
gardening, dancing, bowling. 

Since we took our first clients 
in January 2012 we have sup-
ported nearly 1,000 people to 
positively improve their health 
either through our mainstream 
programme where clients are 
referred by their GP or through 
referral from hospital based 
health professionals. Other peo-
ple are supported through one 
of our specialist programmes 
such as Falls Prevention classes, 
neurological condition classes 
delivered at the MS Centre, 
Tai Chi, self-management, 65+ 
exercise class. 

We are fortunate that living 
in Oban and Lorn we have a 
wonderful healthy environment 
on our doorstep waiting to be 

explored. We also have well 
developed community resourc-
es and valuable community 
assets, strong social networks 
and an in-built community 
resilience to ‘just get on and do 
it’. That is what Oban has done, 
community resources, health 
professionals and ‘our 40%’ all 
come together under Healthy 
Options - a rich mixture with 
so much potential and one 
which our clients have grasped 
with both hands for many their 
progress has been remarkable 
‘life changing’, ‘back at work’, 
‘doorway to a better lifestyle’. 

Together we are making a real 
difference and we can do so 
much more. If you are interest-
ed to learn more about Healthy 
Options, or help as a volunteer 
or fund-raiser then please visit 
our website www.lornhealthyop-
tions.co.uk or telephone 01631 
565113. If you think a Healthy 
Options programme will help 
your health condition please 
remember that this requires a 
medical referral but PLEASE 
DO NOT make a special 
doctor’s appointment solely for 
this purpose, if appropriate you 
will be referred through your 
routine appointments.

Lorn & Oban Healthy 
Options Ltd.  
(Healthy Options)

ADVERTORIAL
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Sport
Boxing

Shinty

Lossiemouth                  5
Fort William                  0
Highland League

Football

Football

Lotto

Lochaber                          6
Moray                              42
BT Caledonia 2NW

Lottery numbers

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday October 20, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.12 0.4 07.57 3.8 14.45 0.8 20.30 3.6
Fri 03.01 0.9 08.45 3.6 15.40 1.1 21.22 3.3
Sat 03.56 1.1 09.41 3.3 16.44 1.5 22.36 3.0
Sun 04.59 1.4 11.06 3.1 18.03 1.7  **.**  *.*
Mon 00.55 2.8 06.11 1.6 13.28 3.1 19.50 1.7
Tues 02.26 2.9 07.33 1.6 14.54 3.2 21.06 1.6
Wed 03.22 3.1 08.45 1.4 15.26 3.4 21.53 1.4
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

9
11

10

Thursday Sunny intervals
 Winds light south south easterly
 Temperatures 7°C to 11ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 7°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Sunny on Saturday
Outlook Light cloud on Sunday
 Winds moderate east south easterly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 11ºC.

THE BOXING season has 
started in earnest and it could 
be a busy one for Lochaber 
Phoenix Boxing Club.

This weekend, 12-year-old 
Max Derbenovs travels to 
Motherwell to take part in the 
Scottish Novice Champion-
ships. 

Max has been training hard, 
five times a week, in prepara-
tion.

The event is only for boxers 
with no more than six contests 
under their belt, allowing them 
to compete against fighters with  
similiar experience.

Fourteen-year-old Cameron 
Whyte has been selected to 
box for Scotland in Blackpool 
next month in an international 
against England. 

Earlier this year Cameron 
won the Scottish title, GB title 
and became the first Scottish 
schoolboy to reach the final of 
the European championships.

Now he moves up in weight 
and waiting for him is Barney 
Docherty who became English 
champion, GB champion and 
European champion earlier 
this year at the weight above 
Cameron. 

Not only did Docherty win this 
title, but he was also voted the 
best boxer at any weight at the 
championships. 

So Cameron’s first contest in 
his new weight division will be 
against, pound for pound, the 
best schoolboy boxer in Europe. 
The fact the contest is held in 
England makes it even harder, if 
that is possible.

Showing his usual dedication, 
Cameron is now training six 
days a week and this weekend 
travels to Glasgow to take part 
in international training at the 
Scotland High Performance 
Centre. 

He will make this journey 
every weekend for the next 
month until his bout.

IT WAS a bad day at the office 
for Fort William on Saturday 
as they were defeated 5-0 by 
Lossiemouth.

The Fort William side was 
looking to build on last week’s 
excellent result against Turriff 
United but a club spokesman 
said: ‘Grant Park is a place 
where we have what can only be 
described as a terrible record.’

The early stages were pretty 
even until the home side took 
the lead in the 34th minute 
through Ally Bellingham.

The home side increased their 
lead four minutes into the sec-
ond half through Scott Miller 
from the penalty spot.

The Fort should have pulled 
one back when Colin MacLean 
had time to pick his spot from 15 
yards, but home keeper Darren 
McConnachie did well to save.

A minute later, veteran Shawn 
Scott made it 3-0 before Rod-
riguez made it 4-0 with a long 
range free-kick that deceived 
the Fort keeper. 

Fort then had Craig Mainland 
sent off after he received two 
yellow cards in quick succes-
sion, before Scott Miller got 
his second of the afternoon 
and Lossie’s fifth to make the 
final score Lossiemouth 5, Fort 
William 0.

Fort will try to put the week-
end’s result behind them and 
look forward to next weekend’s 
home game against Deveronva-
le FC.

Sixteen-year-old Eilidh Ross and Ceit Bradley of Ardnamurchan Ladies Camanachd and Scotland’s 
Gaelic shinty squad with Calum MacAulay and Hugh Dan MacLennan.

BALLACHULISH Shinty 
Club’s lottery numbers this 
week were 3, 10, 14. There were 
no winners so there is a £1,200 
jackpot next week.

Caol Regeneration numbers 
were 11, 12, 13 with no winners. 
The jackpot is £500 with the 
next draw today, Thursday 
October 20.

Fort William Golf Club 
lottery results were 9,13,14 
with no winners. There is £400 
available for the next draw on 
October 20.

Lochaber Camanachd lottery 
numbers were 11,13,20. There 
were no winners so next week’s 
jackpot is £200.

LOCHABER hosted Moray 
at the weekend. The home side 
were looking for their first win 
of the season, while Moray were 
looking to keep the pressure on 
RAF Lossiemouth at the top of 
the table.

Both teams started well but 
Moray were first to get points 
on the board.

Lochaber replied a few min-
utes later when Ryan Davies, 
making his first senior start, 
kicked three points to level the 
tie.

The first half was a tight 
affair with both teams making 
mistakes but Moray eventually 
found a way through Lochaber’s 
defence to score their first try.

Lochaber closed the gap with 
another penalty from Davies 
in the last kick of the first half 
after some good attacking play 

Day to 
forget for 
the Fort

SOUTH Lochaber Thistle were 
knocked out of the Scottish 
Amateur Cup last Saturday 
after going down 2-0 away to 
Central Scottish League outfit 
Gartcosh United.

With the game postponed and 
then moved again to allow the 
Gartcosh goalkeeper to play for 
the Scottish National Amateur 
team, the Jags only had a squad 
of 12, with more than 10 players 
unavailable through work and 
holiday commitments.

The squad still had quality 
though, but lost a goal to 
United’s recent signing Alan 
Ferguson in the 20th minute. 

The Jags were more than a 
match for their opponents and 
were unlucky not to take the 
game to extra time but it was 
not to be with Ferguson netting 
a second killer goal in the dying 
moments of the game.

Man of the match went to 
keeper Ryan Hunter who pulled 
of a string of high quality saves. 

Next week the Jags are away 
to Jordanhill in the West of 
Scotland Cup.

Narrow defeat 
for Jags in 
Scottish Cup
Gartcosh United               2
South Lochaber Thistle  0
Scottish Amateur Cup

Busy 
time for 
Phoenix 
boxers

Darts players ‘toe the oche’ 
in memory of Bryan Whyte
THE THIRD Bryan Whyte 
memorial darts competition was 
held last weekend.

The competition was hosted 
by the Tradewinds pub in Cor-
pach, Fort William, in honour 
of Spean Bridge man Bryan 
Whyte who was tragically killed 
in a road accident in 2014, just 
three days after getting called 
up to the Scottish international 
team.

The event was attended by 

the top Scottish darts players, 
including current international 
Craig Quin and the Scotland 
International captain Ross 
Montgomery.

The compeition kicked off 
on Friday with the Tradewinds 
Open Pairs competition, where 
Ross Montgomery partnered 
Bryans brother James Whyte.

Football

Right: Bryan Whyte’s son Cameron 
presents the memorial trophy to this 

year’s winner Ross Montgomery. 

Left to right: runner up Darren Sutherland with this year’s winner 
Ross Montgomery and Duncan Carmichael, landlord of the 
Tradewinds and event organiser. 

TWO ARDNAMURCHAN shinty girls swapped 
their camans for microphones recently to learn 
the art of sports commentary.

Sixteen-year-old Eilidh Ross and Ceit Bradley 
of Ardnamurchan Ladies Camanachd and Scot-
land’s Gaelic shinty squad joined high school 
pupils from across the country at Cupa Iomain 
na h-Òige, the Gaelic inter-school shinty compe-
tition, where they had a go at sports commentary 
and put their skills to the test alongside Gaelic 
broadcasting stars Hugh Dan MacLennan and 
Calum MacAulay.

The event, co-ordinated by Iomain Cholmcille’s 
Eòghan Stiùbhart, took place on Friday Septem-
ber 9 at The Eilean, Newtonmore, and gave young 
Gaelic-speaking shinty players the chance to play 
against teams from other schools and to speak 
Gaelic on and off the field.

The six-a-side competition proved a real train-
ing ground for some of Scotland’s budding young 
Gaelic sports commentators as they joined their 
heroes in the commentary box for FilmG’s, MG 
ALBA’s national Gaelic short film competition, 
sports commentary workshop. 

Pupils also captured the action on film alongside 
Calum MacAulay.

Calum said: ‘We had a great day in Newtonmore 
despite some wild Highland weather. 

‘The teenagers were eager to improve their 
commentary skills and learn from Hugh Dan and 
they all took turns behind the camera, with some 
trying pieces to camera and conducting interviews 
with players.’

From camans to commentary

Moray turn on the 
style in second half

earned them a penalty in front 
of the posts.
 The second half was a much 
different story. 
Moray stepped up their game 
and scored three tries in quick 
succession at the start of the 
second half. 
 Things got a bit scrappy for 
both teams as the half wore on, 
with Lochaber receiving two 
yellow cards and Moray receiv-
ing one. 
 The home side were unable to 
keep possession for any length 
of time in the second half so 
were unable to create any real 
chances.
 Moray eventually ran out clear 
winners. Final score Lochaber 
6-42 Moray. 

Lochaber now have two weeks 
to re-group before they travel 
to top of the table RAF Lossie-
mouth on Saturday October 29.

Rugby

Lochaber’s Calum bursts through the Moray defence.
Photo: Abrightsidephotography
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