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RUBBISH problems are per-
sisting in north Argyll with users 
demanding a ‘refund’ of council 
tax and threats of dumping rub-
bish at council buildings unless 
the plans are changed.

With a new three-weekly gen-
eral waste bin collection getting 
under way on Monday and rolled 
out over the next two months 

PLANS to rent out the dis-
puted council-owned area 
of Ganavan will be revealed 
at the next meeting of Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles area com-
mittee on October 12.

The closing date for rent-
ing the land was Tuesday 
August 16. 

THREE hillwalkers have been 
found safe and well after 
becoming lost on Beinn Acha-
ladair near Bridge of Orchy late 
on Monday night. 

The experienced climbers 
from Lanarkshire set out on 
Monday morning to climb 
two hills, but were reported 
missing at 12.20am after they 
contacted a family member to 
say they were lost.

A mountain rescue team and 
helicopter were deployed to 
� nd them and all three were 
located uninjured at 4am on 
Tuesday.

Residents demand tax refund as 
bins go to three-weekly pick-up

Hillwalkers found 
safe and well

Land deal update 
expected soon 

CALMAC says its Uist route will 
be disrupted for ‘some time’ after a 
3,040-tonne ferry was unable to stop 
under its own power and crashed into a 
marina at Lochmaddy, North Uist.

The ferry operator said MV Hebri-
des is to make its way to dry dock in 
Greenock following the crash on Sunday 
September 25. The MV Hebrides was on 
a routine approach to Lochmaddy pier 
at 11am after travelling from Tarbert on 
the Isle of Harris. The ferry, which had a 
technical fault, became stuck on the sea 
bed and damaged the starboard propel-
ler shaft after chains from the marina’s 
pontoon became entangled in it. 

Diving inspections indicated the hull 
was intact and there was no water coming 
in. It is hoped that, weather permitting, 

MV Hebrides will begin the journey to 
Greenock under her own power - fore-
casts, however, have warned of severe 
gales. For safety reasons, the journey 
will be done in stages and it is planned 
she will enter dry dock at Greenock by 
the end of the week, assuming the ferry 
has been able to begin her journey as 
planned. MV Lord of the Isles (LOTI) 
will reposition to Uig on Skye. 

It is currently planned that, from 
Thursday to Saturday inclusive, LOTI 
will make three return journeys from 
Lochmaddy to Uig each day, boosting 
capacity for the Uists, as the journey 
time between Lochmaddy and Uig is 
considerably shorter than that between 
Lochboisdale and Mallaig. 

These arrangements will continue up 

to and include Saturday October 1.
 Passengers who would normally travel 

from Tarbert, Harris to Uig are being 
requested to use the Stornoway to Ul-
lapool route. 

The overnight freight service on MV 
Loch Seaforth on the Stornoway to Ul-
lapool route is also being made available 
to all customers. 

Details of Friday and Saturday timeta-
bles, as well as any further contingencies 
and timetabling from Sunday onwards, 
will be available in further updates. 

The company continues to advise pas-
sengers to regularly check for the latest 
details and timetable updates on the 
CalMac website at www.calmac.co.uk 
and to seek updates on its social media 
channels.

council tax payers are still not 
convinced the pre-Christmas 
plan will work in the area.

Privately, one elected member 
is saying the scheme will not 
work ‘and the local authority 
knows it’. Senior councillor 
Roddy McCuish defended the 
plan saying that some years 
ago residents were complaining 
about two-weekly collections 
for general waste. The local 
authority has said recycling ser-

vices will be increased when the 
new three-weekly general waste 
collection service begins from 
Monday October 3 on Mull, 
Islay and Jura and from Novem-
ber 28 in Oban, Lorn, Lismore, 
Tiree, Coll and Colonsay. 

There are no plans to educate 
people on the use of the bins but 
a new calendar of collection will 
be issued ‘soon’.

One councillor at Oban Com-
munity Council commented 

after the meeting that he knew 
it wouldn’t work but had to make 
the right noises in public.

Community councillor George 
Berry said: ‘This scheme will not 
work in Soroba. We already have 
overflowing bins. Any rubbish 
bags that don’t make it into the 
bin will be brought to you [the 
council] and left outside the yard 
or on the steps at Albany Street.’ 

Through The Oban Times 
website, Soroba resident Leonie 

Angus said: ‘The bin areas in 
Soroba are overflowing after 
one week. It’s going to be dis-
gusting.’

Heather Brennan called the 
reduced service ‘a joke’ and said: 
‘Reduce our council tax then 
since the council does nothing 
for us.

Young mum of two Nikki 
Warham said: ‘I have a child in 
nappies and a toddler in night-
time pull-ups. Kids also don’t 

always finish their dinner. My 
rubbish is going to pile up. We 
pay council tax for this service.’ 

Oban’s David MacLennan 
said: ‘Why don’t Argyll and 
Bute Council cut back some of 
the wages that the so-called top 
brass are taking home?’

A council spokesman said: 
‘Houses with shared bins will 
receive additional green bins 
where required, as well as blue 
bins.’ 

Council exceeds 
leisure targets 
THE NUMBER of people using 
council swimming pools, gyms 
and libraries in Argyll and Bute 
has exceeded all targets.

The largest increase was in 
library services - 593 visits 
were made between April to 
June against a target of 360 – a 
rise of almost 40 per cent.

For the same quarter, 93,194 
visits were made to council 
swimming pools - 20 per cent 
above the 75,000 target, and 
28,245 visits were made to 
gyms.

Ferry crash disruption for ‘some time’

Oban is the pot of gold 
at the end of the rainbow 

as this photo by Sheila 
McIntyre taken on Sunday 
afternoon shows. Sheila, 

from Benderloch but who 
now lives in Oban, has 

worked as a professional 
photographer for a year 
after completing night 

classes with Cameron Harris 
of Highland Photos. Sheila 

is a member of the Craft 
Collection in Airds Crescent 
where her work, along with 

many other crafters and 
producers, is on display.

Rainbow 
lights up 
Oban sky

For your free, no obligation, 
initial assessment contact 

Wallace Optometrists 
11/12 Argyll Square, Oban 

Tel: 01631 563170

Kids go 
FREE

11-12 Argyll Square, 
Oban, Argyll  PA34 4AZ

01631 563170
Kodak and the Kodak trade dress are trademarks 

of Kodak used under license by Signet Armorlite, Inc.

FREE* Spectacles

FREE* Sight test

Do You Suffer From Sore, 
Gritty or Red Eyes?
Are Your Eyelids 
Crusty or Infl amed?
Do Your Eyes Feel Dry or 
Uncomfortable Using 
A Computer?
Have You Been Told You 
Have Dry Eyes or Blepharitis?
Do You Use Comfort Drops 
To Help But They Don‛t 
Seem To Work? 

If you answer yes to any of the above 
questions then Wallace Optometrists can help. 

Our specialist Dry Eye Clinic is dedicated to 
using leading edge treatments for dry eyes 
and blepharitis. Traditional methods using 
comfort drops or antibiotics can help treat 
the symptoms but seldom deal with the 
underlying causes of your discomfort. 

Recently introduced treatments only available at 
Wallace Optometrists now deal with the causes 
of your discomfort as well as your symptoms.
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Results and photos from the 
2016 world championships

Stone Skimming Book NOW for

Pages 16 & 17

Christmas
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Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay

Lottery windfall to secure 
Iona library for posterity
IONA Cathedral Trust has 
received £100,000 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 
to rescue a little-known library 
hidden away above the cloisters 
of Iona Abbey. 

The project will create a new  
heritage collection based on the 
island. 

The early monastery of St 
Columba, founded in the sixth 
century, famously produced 
the Book of Kells, among other 
notable manuscripts, at a time 
when libraries were a symbol of 
wealth and education uniquely- 
owned by an elite few.

The current library, construct-
ed during the rebuilding of the 
Iona Abbey buildings by George 
Macleod and the Iona Commu-
nity, is dedicated to Alexander 
and Euphemia Ritchie, island 
jewellery-makers. 

The collection includes Gaelic 
manuscripts and examples of 
Celtic art among the treasures 
that will be restored.

A digital catalogue of the 
heritage collection will also be 
made available online thanks 
to the expertise being shared by 

the University of the Highlands 
and Islands.

The grant will enable the 
Cathedral Trust to preserve 
the library collection for future 
generations.

The project plans to uplift 

several hundred library items to 
conservators on the mainland 
for restoration and repair over 
the next two years.  

The project is supported by 
a number of organisations 
including Historic Environment 

Scotland, the Iona Community, 
the University of the Highlands 
and Islands, as well as the Island 
of Iona Community Council.

There will be plenty of oppor-
tunity for volunteer help and 
public involvement  through  

creative, educational and con-
servation workshops in local 
schools and communities. 

Information events in the Ar-
gyll and Bute area are planned  
to keep local communities 
updated with progress. A public 
exhibition will be created on 
Iona in the final year to showcase 
the project before its expected 
completion in October 2018.

Chairman of the Iona Cathe-
dral Trust, the Very Reverend 
Dr Finlay Macdonald, said: 
‘We are delighted this gem of 
a library can be made more 
accessible and our valuable 
heritage preserved thanks to 
this support from the Heritage 
Lottery Fund.  

‘Iona Cathedral attracts many 
visitors, but the library is hidden 
away over the cloisters.  Many 
more people will be able to 
enjoy it thanks to this grant.’

Lucy Casot, of HLF Scotland, 
said: ‘This is a great project that, 
thanks to the National Lottery 
players, will transform the 
Iona Abbey Library Project for 
future visitors and encourage 
everyone to enjoy its amazing 
heritage collections. Heritage 
Lottery Fund is delighted to 
give its support.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Children of Iona Primary School share one of the most important books in the Iona Abbey Library 
collection with the chairman of Iona Cathedral Trustees. t40Iona library

A PROJECT for everyone in the 
Outer Hebrides to learn about 
and engage with their built en-
vironment through workshops, 
illuminations, art and photogra-
phy is asking the public to vote 
for their favourite building, with 
a final list going forward to be 
included in the project.

Local architects have come 
together to create a shortlist of 
buildings across the Outer Heb-
rides to be part of this project. 
Now organisers want to hear 
from you.

An Lanntair and the Western 
Isles Architecture Group 
are behind this dynamic and 
innovative architecture project 
which they created as part of the 
2016 Festival of Architecture. 

Entitled Building Our Islands, 
the project aims to raise aware-
ness of architecture and the 
built environment in the Outer 

Hebrides and create a legacy 
by highlighting key buildings 
in local communities and their 
cultural significance.

The project officially launched 
recently, with the public – from 
the Butt to Barra – to vote for 

their favourite building from 
a shortlist compiled by local 
architects and experts. 

All people have to do is visit 
www.lanntair.com and click on 
the Building Our Island page to 
find out more abou the project 

and take part in the survey and 
have their say. 

The project is working directly 
with schools and local commu-
nities to raise awareness of local 
architecture specific to each 
island.  

It highlights the importance of 
architecture and the impact it 
has on everyday life, on health 
and wellbeing, on the local 
economy and how it can enrich 
our lives in a variety of ways. 

Special educational booklets 
have been developed, in both 
English and Gaelic, and are 
being delivered throughout the 
Outer Hebrides. 

To find out more and book 
workshops for your school, 
please contact Kathryn Lamont 
Smith at An Lanntair – kath-
ryn@lanntiar.com. 

Ian McCulloch, HIE’s head 
of regional development said: 

‘As the lead funder, HIE is 
delighted to support a project 
which will produce valuable 
impacts in raising awareness 
of the built environment, high-
lighting the historic and current 
contribution from the area’s 
construction sector. 

‘This project, which will work 
across the Outer Hebrides, will 
add to other trails of interest, 
including food and drink and 
archaeology. We look forward 
to seeing the various buildings 
lit to showcase their individual 
characters.’ 

Building Our Islands will pro-
vide the opportunity for every-
one in the Outer Hebrides to 
learn more about buildings and 
heritage in their communities. 
It will also create a legacy to 
support and promote the unique 
architecture of the Outer Heb-
rides. 

Innovative project set to put Hebrides’ 
architectural gems under the spotlight

Have your say on your  favourite buildings in the Outer Hebrides. 
Photograph: John Mayer

Gaelic 
drama to 
fi nd global 
audience
A DRAMA filmed in Gaelic 
on the Isle of Skye is to be 
exported to international 
audiences through a new 
distribution deal.

Bannan is screened on BBC 
ALBA and the new episodes 
began last week.

The series is also now poised 
for broadcast internationally, 
having been signed up by 
DRG, one of the leading 
independent distributors of 
programmes in the world.  

The news about Bannan’s 
international distribution 
comes as BBC ALBA chan-
nel partner, MG ALBA, has 
set out the economic impact 
of Gaelic broadcasting at the 
Scottish Parliament. 

Donald Campbell, chief 
executive of MG ALBA, said: 
‘The story of Bannan is part 
of the growth of BBC ALBA 
and the new distribution 
agreement is another land-
mark step in the development 
of the channel.

‘It was important that BBC 
ALBA could embrace the 
drama genre in order to serve 
our Gaelic audience yet, the 
drama – and the channel – 
also needed to ensure that 
we could make an important 
contribution to the creative 
sector in Scotland.’

Figures to be published 
shortly by consultants Ols-
berg SPI demonstrate the 
economic impact of MG AL-
BA’s investments, particularly 
in the Western Isles and Skye.

The international consult-
ants found that the 114.4 
FTE jobs created directly 
or supported by MG ALBA 
are equivalent to just under 
11,000 in the central belt. 
There were similar effects in 
additional economic value, 
as measured by GVA, and 
in equivalent value in wages 
generated.  

Donald Campbell contin-
ued: ‘These figures demon-
strate the enormous econom-
ic impact of investment in 
Gaelic broadcasting, and the 
stimulus such investment can 
generate for growth in Scot-
land’s creative industries.’

Young Films’ new agree-
ment will also cover further 
programmes and material 
produced by Young Films, 
the independent production 
company formed and headed 
by producer of The Inbetween-
ers, Chris Young.

Mr Young, producer of 
Bannan, said: ‘When we first 
embarked on producing Ban-
nan, we were clear that the 
drama should be appealing 
not only to a Gaelic and 
Scottish audience but to have 
strong storylines that would 
resonate across borders.

‘We knew that the produc-
tion talent existed within 
Scotland to make such a 
drama, and the wonderful 
location of Skye is unrivalled 
– all that was needed was the 
platform and resources to 
make it a reality.’ 

BBC ALBA is operated 
as a partnership agreement 
between the BBC and MG 
ALBA.

MG ALBA is pressing the 
BBC to make an increased 
commitment to the channel in 
order to increase the amount 
of original programming and 
reduce the number of repeats.

Mr Campbell added: ‘We 
are ambitious for Gaelic and 
for BBC ALBA – our ambi-
tion for the channel includes 
increased BBC commitment 
as part of a consistent, sup-
portive policy by the BBC 
towards its minority language 
services.

‘Following the provisions in 
the Charter and Framework 
Agreement published last 
week, we will be working with 
the BBC in the months ahead 
and making every attempt to 
secure increased BBC com-
mitment for the channel.’

TIMESLINE
Valuable sculpture 
heads to Louvre 

Extra funds for 
Gaelic teaching

Kilnaughton Chapel
AMONG the ruined chapels on Islay 
is one at Kilnaughton, west of the 
village of Port Ellen, overlooking the 
beach of the same name.

Known locally as Cill Neachdain, it 
probably dates from around the early 
15th century and takes its name from 
the Celtic Saint Nechtan, who died in 
679AD, and suggests the chapel site is 
of long-term religious significance.

Although now roofless, the building 
rises to its almost original height even 
if the exterior of the south wall is now 
almost hidden by the accumulated soil 
from the surrounding burial ground 
which is still in use. 

This process has gone on for several 
centuries and leaves the south eleva-
tion largely sunk into the churchyard.

Building materials used in the 
construction feature uncoursed local 
rubble and beach boulders set in lime 
mortar. 

Areas of the fabric seem to have 
been extensively patched up and 
repaired within the past 100 years.

There are two doorways opposite 
each other on the west end of the 
building as well as traces of splayed 
windows which are regarded as being 
original, as is the small window placed 
high on the east gable. 

Mòd medallist Margaret Ford and her 
daughter Joanne. 

Kilnaughton Chapel. 

Also visible is what appears to be a 
blocked up doorway in the north wall.

The chapel interior contains a 
number of standing and recumbent 
gravestones including a grave slab 
on the south wall which features the 
effigy of a knight in armour. 

In his left hand he holds an un-
sheathed sword and above his left 
shoulder is the carving of a robed 
figure. 

This could be an indication that the 
knight’s spouse was interred alongside 
him. This type of grave slab was com-
mon in the Highlands and islands in 
the 1300s and 1400s.  

The Kilnaughton example is known 
locally as ‘The Warrior’s Grave’ and 
legend has it that the rainwater that 
gathers in the crook of the knight’s left 
arm was an effective cure for warts.

The chapel may have been a depend-
ency of the parish church at Kildalton 
as there is no record of a separate 
parish of  Kilnaughton prior to the 
Reformation. 

The establishment of a church at 
Lagavulin in 1651 may have led to the  
discontinuation by the end of the 17th 
century of the Kilnaughton  Chapel as 
a place of worship.

Blas ceilidh 
ALTHOUGH the Blas Festival 2016 
entertainment at Port Ellen’s Ramsay 
Hall was poorly supported, those in 
attendance enjoyed themselves in 
what was essentially a family ceilidh.

The fact that all the performers were 
family members added to the intimacy 
of a programme of song, music and 
dance.

Singing the Gaelic songs was Mar-
garet Ford, a National Mòd gold and 
traditional, who is also a Pan Celtic 
Festival prizewinner. 

With her was her daughter Joanne, 
who sang, showed her versatility on the 
fiddle and threw in some step dancing 

for good measure. Upping the tempo 
were accordionist Iain Cameron  and 
his guitar strumming brother Murdo, 
who both hail from Glenelg. 

Their rousing selections went down 
a treat and enticed young and old onto 
the dance floor. 

Volunteers lauded
SINCERE congratulations to three 
local volunteers who were among 
those honoured at Argyll and Bute 
Council’s recent volunteer awards 
ceremony at Oban’s Argyllshire Gath-
ering Hall.

Neil ‘Duke’ Bonar received the local 
hero award in recognition of his out-
standing services to Islay Boys’ Foot-
ball Club and other soccer interests.

Fiona Pearce was the ‘very surprised’ 
recipient of the health visitor of the 
year honour, while Dr Pat McGrann, 
co-chairperson of the local Health 
Services Implementation group, re-
ceived the Volunteer of the Year 2016 
accolade. 

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bow-
more, Islay PA43  7JX. Tel: 01496 
810658.

AN EIGHTEENTH century 
sculpture, which was lost for 
many years and rediscovered 
propping open a shed door, is 
leaving its home in the High-
lands to go on show in one of 
the world’s greatest galleries. 

The bust of landowner and 
MP Sir John Gordon – whose 
family gave its name to In-
vergordon – was sculpted by 
French artist Edmé Bouchar-
don in 1728. 

Subsequently valued by 
experts at around £1.4 million, 
it is due to go on display at the 
Louvre in Paris as part of the 
gallery’s tribute to Bouchar-
don, entitled A Sublime Idea of 
Beauty.

MORE than 10,000 young 
people will bene� t from ad-
ditional funding for Gaelic 
music, drama and language 
teaching.

The Scottish Government 
will provide £33,000 to 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal in 
2016-17 to support Gaelic 
learning. The new funding 
will go towards the produc-
tion of a new Gaelic music, 
drama and dance show 
involving children from two 
Gaelic primary schools – one 
in the Highlands and one 
in the central belt. It will 
also allow the organisation 
to o� er its Fèisgoil Gaelic 
language lessons to local 
authorities that have not ex-
perienced them yet.  Fèisean 
nan Gàidheal chief execu-
tive Arthur Cormack said: 
‘We are extremely grateful 
for the additional funding. 
We have helped a number 
of local authorities deliver 
their Gaelic Language Plans 
cost-e� ectively. This addi-
tional funding will enable 
more local authorities to 
o� er starter Gaelic lessons 
and to sample Fèisgoil.’
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It had the 
cheek to 
stare at us 
when we 
got down 
”

Peter Bearsley

CHARITY Marie Curie 
welcomed a new member 
of the team last week as the 
donation of a Little Anne 
CPR training manikin was 
presented to it by the Mac-
Queen Bros Charitable Trust. 

The manikin will be used 
for resuscitation training by 
the Marie Curie Nursing Ser-
vice in Argyll and Bute which 
provides care and support to 
people living with a terminal 
illness and their families. 

Last year the local service 
provided 7,100 hours of care 
in 964 visits and 87 per cent 
of people were able to die in 
their place of choice. 

Lynne Millar, Marie Curie 
clinical nurse manager, said: 
‘We’re very grateful to the 
MacQueen Bros Charitable 
Trust for this generous dona-
tion and its support for our 
local nursing service.’ 

Graham MacQueen of the 
MacQueen Bros Charitable 
Trust said: ‘We’re really hap-
py to be supporting a good 
cause.’

A COUPLE who left their 
car in the ‘middle of nowhere’ 
were shocked to discover 
thousands of pounds worth 
of damage to its paint work 
when they returned.

Peter and Christine 
Bearsley, from Melboure, 
Australia, made a trip half 
way around the world to 
fulfil a life long ambition to 
visit the Western Isles before 
travelling to Oban.

Spending 17 days on the 
islands, a few more than 
expected due to inclement 
weather, they travelled all 
the way from Ness in the 
north to Barra in the south.

They had hired a shiny Audi 
A3 to take in the islands in 
safety and comfort.  

One day the couple decided 
to take a 20-minute trip to 
the MacLeod Stone on a hill 
between Horgabost and Nis-
abost on the Isle of Harris.

Peter said: ‘We were com-
ing back down the hillside 
when we noticed a bl**dy 
sheep acting very strangely. 

HARBOUR porpoise will 
become the latest species to 
receive increased protection 
in Scotland under a new 
conservation area.

Scotland’s first Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC) 
for harbour porpoise has 
been created in the Inner 
Hebrides and Minches SAC 
on the west of Scotland and is 
now Europe’s largest for this 
species.

The area will help maintain 
the favourable conservation 
status of harbour porpoise by 
providing protection to them 
and the habitats that support 
them in Scottish waters.

It will fulfil the Scottish 
Government legal obligation 
to protect porpoises in the 
seas over and above the 
European Protected Species 
(EPS) status.

A HEARING to rule on whether an Argyll and 
Bute councillor breached the councillors’ code of 
conduct has adjourned until October 19 to consid-
er its decision. 

In an almost unheard-of meeting of its type, 
the Standards Commission for Scotland met at 
Kilmory Castle to adjudicate the case of Dunoon 
councillor Michael Breslin. 

The hearing discussed a complaint made in May 
2015 to the Commissioner for Ethical Standards 
in Public Life Scotland by four senior Argyll and 
Bute Council officers.  

Former chief executive Sally Loudon, Cleland 
Sneddon of community services, Douglas Hendry 
of customer services and Pippa Milne of devel-
opment and infrastructure services allege that 
Councillor Breslin breached the councillors’ code 
of conduct by not treating council employees with 

the respect and courtesy due to them as public 
servants and by raising matters relating to their 
conduct or capability in public. 

The allegations relate to the content and circu-
lation of emails sent between August 10 2014 and 
March 9 2015 on the sale of Castle Toward, the pay 
and conditions of externally contracted care work-
ers and the management of Rothesay Harbour. 

It is claimed the content of the emails was critical 
and disrespectful of council officers and that 
Councillor Breslin engaged in direct operational 
management of council services.

The report continues: ‘The respondent refutes 
the allegations under explanation that his le-
gitimate scrutiny and questioning of officer-led 
actions has been misinterpreted as inappropriate 
criticism and that he had not sought to engage in 
operational management.

‘The respondent is of the view that there is in-
sufficient scrutiny of officers in the council, and 
questioning of officers is part of the process of 
scrutiny.’

In one of the witness statements, the council’s 
head of governance and law Charles Reppke 
accused Councillor Breslin of ‘an intimidatory 
approach’ in one email, when he wrote he would 
publish an officer’s responses. 

‘If he doesn’t get the answer he wants it goes into 
the public domain and he uses his blog. It clogs up 
the wheels of administration when officers have 
to get legal advice on how to respond to Michael 
Breslin,’ Mr Reppke continued. 

Councillor Breslin denies the  allegations of im-
proper conduct, but admitted ‘there might always 
be better ways of expressing oneself’. 

The hearing was adjourned until October 19.

TIMESLINE
Hundreds remain 
on housing list 

Generous support 
for charity walk 

Councillor in the 
dark over hotel 

Trust gifts 
training aid 
to nurses

No secret 
meetings, 
says council  

Hearing considers councillor’s conduct

Couple’s shock as ‘Rammit’ 
leaves its mark on hired car

Above: The red Audi A3 that 
was attacked by ‘Rammit’ the 

angry ram of Horgabost.

But it wasn’t until we got to 
our car that we saw it had been 
ramming its horns into the side 
of the car. 

‘We think it may have thought 
it was another ram and it was 

trying to scare it off. 
‘It had the cheek to stare at us 

when we got down the hillside.’ 
The couple say that where 

they live they are quite used to 
seeing kangaroos out and about 

on the roads - but they haven’t 
ever encountered anything like 
an angry ram fighting with its 
own reflection.

Locals have named the sheep 
‘Rammit’.

Left: Christine and Peter 
Bearsley from Melbourne, 

Australia. The couple fell victim 
to a deluded ram. t40rammit2 

Special 
status for 
porpoise

EXPENSES for the three members 
of the Scottish Parliament who live in 
Argyll and Bute totalled £103,020.65 
for the year to end April 2016.

Conservative member Jamie McGrig-
or and SNP members Michael Russell 
and Michael MacKenzie were all in 
the top half of the expenses scale - but 
served one of the largest geographical 
areas in Scotland. Jamie McGrigor 

claimed £33,492.66 - Edinburgh ac-
commodation of £11,389.45, telephone 
costs of £1,291, travel was £6,544.24 
with staff travel at £2,293.12, overnight 
stay costs were £630.90 and no addi-
tional expenses were claimed.

Mike MacKenzie claimed £38,218.11 
- Edinburgh accommodation of 
£12,723.69, telephone costs of £885.62, 
travel was £9,630.28 while staff travel 

was £1,407.50, and for overnight 
stays - mainly in Orkney and Shetland, 
£2,956.61 was paid and no additional 
expenses were claimed.

Michael Russell was £31,309.88 - Ed-
inburgh accommodation of £9,725.52, 
telephone costs of £1,320, travel of 
£7,823.79, staff travel of  £1,275.71 with 
overnight stays totalling £554.50 and 
no additional expenses were claimed.

TEN SCOTTISH seaside spots have 
seen a significant increase in the 
number of holiday enquiries this year, 
according to a holiday website, and 
Oban is leading the way with a 30 per 
cent increase in enquiries.

New data from www.holidaylettings.
co.uk, which is owned by travel giant 
TripAdvisor, shows that in 2016 a 
number of coastal locations saw a 
spike in demand, with Oban among 
the top ten. 

Jack Johnson, spokesperson for hol-

idaylettings.co.uk, said that a growing 
number of travellers had taken a trip 
to the Scottish seaside this year.  

‘People have always loved going to 
the seaside, but this year it seems that 
travellers have really got the taste back 
for an old fashioned break by the sea,’ 
Jack said. ‘We’ve seen a 30 per cent 
year-on-year spike in the number of 
enquiries for Oban this year and 2016 
isn’t over yet.’

With demand for Scottish coastal 
spots on the up, Jack added that home-

owners in and around Oban should 
capitalise on this travel trend by renting 
out their home or spare room.

‘We know travellers love the home 
comforts a holiday rental offers, so 
why not list your home and start earn-
ing yourself some extra cash?’ said 
Jack. ‘Registering your home with us 
is really easy and the money you can 
make might surprise you.’

For more information about listing 
a home, visit www.tripadvisor.com/
rentals.

A CHEATING 23-year-old 
Argyll mother who used her 
young girls to create lewd 
photographs to send to her lover 
in England pleaded guilty to 
three charges in Campbeltown 
Sheriff Court.

The mum, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons to 
keep her children from being 
identified, appeared in court 
last Wednesday. She faced three 
charges of using her daughters 
to create indecent images and 
exposing them to sexual acts. 
Her not guilty plea to two other 
charges was accepted.

One girl was just three months 
old when the mum started 
creating and sending the images.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin 
McGinty told the court that the 

accused was in a relationship for 
four years with a man with whom 
she had two daughters.

In October 2013, the partner of 
the accused became aware that 
she was sending text messages 
to a man named ‘Daniel’ in the 
north of England.

After a break-up in January 
2014, following the accused’s 
partner finding sexual pictures 
of Daniel on her mobile, the 
couple reconciled in June 2014 
before breaking up again when 
talks with Daniel continued.

The pair remained amicable 
and kept joint custody of their 
two daughters. The accused 
often looked after the pair at the 
father’s home.

On June 26 2014, the dad put 
the girls to bed after the accused 

had watched them at his home. 
The accused had left the house 
and forgotten to take her laptop.

In a picture folder titled 
‘Daniel’, the father was horrified 
to find sexually indecent photos 
of his own children.

The police cyber crime unit 
found a video of a man, believed 
to be Daniel, videoing himself 
looking at these images and 
performing a sexual act, with 
what the fiscal argued was the 
clear presumption she sent 
these images to him for his 
gratification.

They also found a number 
of movies from Daniel to the 
accused, relating to charge five 
of possession of an extreme 
pornographic image.

The fiscal summed up the 

various charges, referring to 
further pictures of the accused 
with her daughter in the 
background, saying the use of 
her daughters was integral to 
the sexual excitement she and 
Daniel were seeking. He added 
that Daniel awaited trial in 
England.

Defence solicitor Ruben 
Murdanaigum pointed to doubts 
Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC had 
over the level of gratification 
the mother had received from 
the images. He said the position 
his client held was that Daniel 
got the gratification from the 
sent images. He stated that the 
accused was now aware that 
her relationship with Daniel 
was very unhealthy and she 
had since cut all ties with him, 

professing sorrow for her 
actions. He said the children 
had returned to shared custody 
in November last year, under 
agreement with the father, with 
both wishing to ensure that the 
children were raised in a good, 
stable environment. She now 
had unsupervised access and 
saw them on a monthly basis.

Sheriff Anderson deferred 
sentence and granted the accused 
bail until next month, calling 
for a criminal justice social 
work report and reports from 
the accused’s social worker and 
community psychiatric nurse.

She also ordered that 
the accused had no more 
communication of any kind with 
Daniel, for the good of herself 
and her children.

Court hears Argyll mother used 
daughters to make sexual images

Increase in Oban holiday enquiries

COMPLETING an ancient 
pilgrimage route, Calum 
MacFarlane-Barrow, of Craig 
Lodge, Dalmally, thanked 
everyone who supported 
him on his journey.

Special praise was reserved 
for his daughter Ruth   and 
all the ‘good people’ who 
gave such generous support 
on his sponsored walk last 
week from Dalmally to Iona. 

Mr MacFarlane-Barrow 
said: ‘The miles seemed to 
� y by and we arrived on Iona 
in great fettle.’

To donate to Mr MacFar-
lane-Barrow’s campaign for 
Craig Lodge Catholic retreat  
see www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/Calum-MacFar-
lane-Barrow

FIVE hundred families remain 
on the Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles housing list, chief exec-
utive Alastair McGregor of 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) told Oban 
Community Council on Mon-
day evening.

He told community council 
members at their monthly 
meeting that Soroba was still 
high on the list for families’ 
choice of housing.

Mr McGregor said: ‘We have a 
huge demand for people who 
want to live in Soroba. ACHA 
is very proud of the housing 
there.’ 

MSPs’ expenses top £103,000

OBAN Community Council 
denied claims it was holding 
secret meetings about an 
elected member after an 
email, apologising for ab-
sence, made the claim.

At Monday night’s meeting 
an email was read from 
councillor Julie McKenzie, 
Oban South and the Isles 
councillor, to say she would 
not be attending.

Ms McKenzie said: ‘Due 
to the previous complaint 
raised against me by Oban 
Community Council and the 
fact I’ve been advised that 
private meetings are still on-
going, involving members of 
Oban Community Council  in 
relation to this complaint, I 
therefore regret I again sadly 
see no alternative to tender-
ing my apologies in advance 
of tonight’s meeting.’

Chairwoman Marri Malloy 
said there had been two meet-
ings - one to write a letter of 
complaint about the council-
lor and a second to discuss 
the reply. She said: ‘We are 
not holding secret meetings. 
Everyone is welcome to come 
along to our monthly meet-
ings. They are held in public.’ 

AN OBAN councillor said 
the town’s community 
council would be ‘better to 
consult Santa Claus’ than him 
about  negotiations over the 
development of the former 
Argyll Hotel site.

The Esplanade hotel was 
demolished almost � ve years 
ago but its ‘state-of-the-art’ 
replacement has never been 
built.

Last month’s community 
council meeting was told 
council o�  cers had been in 
discussion with the developer 
to ensure there were no blocks 
to the project. 

This month Councillor Neil 
MacIntyre told community 
councillors he had ‘no idea 
what was happening’.

He said: ‘You are as well 
asking Santa Claus.’ 
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Call to join register as brave 
Laura set for transplant
A NORTH Connel girl battling 
her third bout of leukaemia 
headed into hospital at the 
weekend for a potential life-sav-
ing stem cell donation, and her 
family is appealing for more 
donors to sign up this Friday at 
Oban Fire Station.

Laura Campbell, a 16-year 
-old Oban High School pupil, 
suffered two previous bouts of 
leukaemia when she was aged 
two and six, and now the blood 
cell cancer has returned for a 
third time. 

But thanks to a stem cell 
donor, Laura went into hospital 
on Sunday to prepare for a stem 
cell or bone marrow transplant 
on October 6, to replace dam-
aged blood cells with healthy 
ones.

Laura’s Facebook page, called 
Laura’s Appeal, explains: ‘Lau-
ra and her friends have taken it 
upon themselves to recruit oth-
ers to the Anthony Nolan stem 
cell register, with the knowledge 

that they could potentially assist 
in saving lives. 

‘A day of recruitment is 
arranged in Oban on Friday 
September 30, and we’re asking 
for as many people as possible, 
between the ages of 16 and 30, 
to come along to the event and 
make themselves available to 
help someone in the same situ-
ation as Laura.’

Organiser John Sweeney, 
watch manager at Oban Com-
munity Fire Station, said: ‘By 
going on the stem cell register, 
you will be making yourself 
available to provide a stem cell 
donation to a cancer sufferer in 
the future. 

‘Not everybody that requires 
a donation can find a match, so 
the more people on the register, 
the more people will have a 
second chance.’

Laura’s mum Rhoda added: 
‘It’s going to save someone’s 
life. James – my husband – and 
Stuart [her brother] and Laura 
would like to say a big thank you 
to everyone who supported her.’ 

Sixteen pupils, staff and 

parents from Oban High School 
also ran the 10K in the Loch 
Ness Marathon on Sunday 
September 25 to raise £2,000 
for the charity Clic Sargent, 
which helps and supports young 
people suffering from cancer. 

Laura’s aunt, Anne McFadyen, 
said of her neice: ‘She’s amaz-
ing, fab – what a girl. We’re so 
proud of her. You’ve never met 
anyone like her.’ 

Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara took time out from 
his first supermarket surgery 
at Oban Tesco to support the 
campaign.

He said: ‘Anyone who has met 
Laura sees she is so brave, with 
that quiet, calm bravery. It is 
humbling to meet someone so 
young, but with such stoicism.’ 

Pictured left to right: Rhoda 
Campbell, Brendan O’Hara, 

Derek Wilson, Laura Campbell, 
John Sweeney, Anne McFadyen
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Jura van 
crash lands 
labourer   
in court 

MICHAEL Russell, MSP for 
Argyll and Bute, has met with 
UK Government Scottish 
Secretary David Mundell and 
Westminister exit minister 
David Davis for Brexit talks.

Mr Russell said: ‘There is 
a lot of work still to be done 
to get to the point at which it 
is clear the Prime Minister’s 
promise of Scotland being 
‘fully involved and fully en-
gaged’ in the EU process is 
being fulfilled. That is what I 
am concentrating on, as well 
as listening to communities, 
businesses and individuals as 
they examine the real prob-
lems Brexit will cause.’

IF YOUR child loves to sing 
or plays a musical instrument 
exceptionally well, Scotland’s 
national music school would 
like to hear from you, writes 
Sandy Neil.

St Mary’s Music School 
is based in Edinburgh and 
takes pupils from all over 
Scotland and abroad. Entry to 
the school is by audition and 
assessment, based on musical 
ability and potential, regard-
less of personal   financial 
circumstances. 

Scottish Government 
funding, up to 100 per cent, is 
available through the Aided 
Places Scheme to assist with 
the cost of tuition and board-
ing fees. Cathedral and school 
bursaries are also available. 

The school, housed in a his-
toric building in Edinburgh’s 
West End, is Scotland’s only 
independent specialist music 
school, offering a world-class 
standard of music and aca-
demic education to musically 
gifted children aged nine-19 
years in an ‘inspiring, inclusive 
and supportive environment’.

St Mary’s Music School is 
also the Choir School of St 
Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral 
in Edinburgh and is the only 
place in Scotland to offer 
a chorister education. It is 
co-educational, non-denomi-
national and attracts day and 
boarding pupils from across 

Scotland and beyond. There 
are currently 80 pupils at the 
school; 48 are day pupils and 
32 are boarders.

Every year some of the 
most brilliant musical talent 
in the country emerges from 
St Mary’s Music School, 
which numbers musicians of 

the stature of pianist Steven 
Osborne, conductor Garry 
Walker and cellist Philip 
Higham among its alumni. 

While St Mary’s Music 
School runs an academic 
school year which accords 
with other schools, potential 
pupils are always welcome to 
apply and audition through-
out the year. 

This year there is a limited 
number of additional places 
available for boarding pupils. 

Inviting musically gifted 
youngsters from west and 
central Scotland to an open 
day next week, headteacher 
Dr Kenneth Taylor, said: 
‘St Mary’s Music School 
offers a world-class music 
and academic education 
in a close-knit community. 
Although the school is based 
in Edinburgh we are always 
keen to hear from musically 
gifted children throughout 
Scotland. 

‘We know that there are 
many musically gifted chil-
dren in the west of Scotland 
who may not even be aware 

of the school’s existence. We 
would be delighted to see 
them at our open day to see 
whether St Mary’s Music 
School is a place where they 
could flourish.’

Young musicians who are 
interested in a full-time 
specialist music education 
are invited, with their parents 
and teachers, to St Mary’s 
Music School’s Open Day on 
Saturday October 8 between 
2.30pm and 5pm at Coates 
Hall, Grosvenor Crescent, in 
Edinburgh’s West End.

There will be music, guided 
tours of the school, including 
boarding facilities, and a 
chance to talk with staff and 
pupils to discover the advan-
tages of combining a strong 
academic education with 
specialist music training. 

Post-Higher students 
wishing to study music at 
university or music college 
are also welcome, to find out 
about the part-time music 
opportunities available to 
give them further experience 
or qualifications.

Places available to Oban musicians at 
St Mary’s Music School in Edinburgh

Some of St Mary’s Music School’s gifted pupils who hail from 
Glasgow and the West of Scotland.  From left to right: Mer-
edith Kiemer (P7) Violin, Oban; Eleanor Pugsley (S6) Piano, 

Dundonald; Lachlan Kennedy (S2) Violin, Mount Florida, 
Glasgow; Nicholas Ross (S6) Violin, Glasgow; Ryan Corbett 

(S6) Accordion, Milngavie.

New round 
of Leader 
funding 
available
COMMUNITIES across 
Argyll and the Islands are 
being encouraged to apply 
for a share of almost £5 
million of EU funding to 
support economic growth 
and development.

The next round of Euro-
pean Leader funding is now 
available and applications 
are being sought for commu-
nity-led initiatives which de-
velop a strong local economy.

LEADER funding pro-
gramme grants are awarded 
by the Local Action Group 
(LAG) to projects which fit 
with its development strat-
egy, and the Argyll and the 
Islands LAG has identified 
strengthening the local econ-
omy and enhancing the area 
for residents, visitors and 
investors as key drivers.

It will also be looking for 
projects that support farm 
diversification and small 
businesses.

Between 2007 and 2013 
more than £7.1 million in 
funding was distributed by 
the LAG to 256 local pro-
jects, including those in the 
food and drink, culture and 
heritage, sustainable or tour-
ism, agriculture or forestry 
sectors. 

The Leader programme is 
administered by Argyll and 
Bute Council and Councillor 
Aileen Morton, the council’s 
policy lead for sustainable 
economic growth, said: 
‘The Leader programme 
has already contributed 
significantly to helping our 
communities address some of 
the challenges facing them.

‘Community-led initiatives 
that support and develop 
our local economy or create 
employment and those that 
build on our unique natural 
and cultural heritage in 
Argyll and the islands will be 
especially welcomed.’

More than £4.8 million is 
available and potential appli-
cants are being encouraged 
to submit an application as 
soon as possible as future 
Leader funding cannot be 
guaranteed until there is 
more information on what 
impact the decision to leave 
the EU will have.

The deadline for applica-
tions is Friday October 14. 
Further details of the appli-
cation process can be found 
at www.aileader.org.

Previously approved pro-
jects are also featured on 
the group’s website, which 
can be found at www.argyl-
landtheislandsleader.org.uk/
approved-projects.

THE FATE of two beach huts 
built without planning permission 
on two Isle of Tiree beaches will 
be decided at a public hearing.

The island, known as the 
‘Hawaii of the North’, is a mecca 
for surfers of all kinds due to its 
many beaches, waves and strong 
winds.

Last December Tiree entre-
preneur Iona Larg, who runs 
surfing company Blackhouse 
Watersports, submitted two ret-
rospective planning applications 
for two wooden beach huts at 
Balevullin Beach and at Ruaig, 
Gott Bay.

A report by principal planning 
officer Richard Kerr noted the 
application for the beach hut 
at Gott Bay had drawn eight 
objections and 17 letters of sup-
port, while the Balevullin Beach 
hut had attracted 39 objections 
and 100 expressions of support, 
including from Argyll and Bute 
MSP Michael Russell and TV 
chef Hugh Fearnley Whitting-

stall. The report, presented to 
Argyll and Bute Council’s Plan-
ning, Protective Services and 
Licensing Committee at Kilmory 
Castle, recommended council-
lors refuse planning permission 
for both huts, subject to a local 
hearing.

Mr Kerr said on Wednesday 
September 21 that the arguments 
were finely balanced between 
safeguarding the underdeveloped 

nature of Tiree’s beaches, and the 
impact on Tiree’s economy.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
told the meeting: ‘It is vital mem-
bers see the site for themselves.’

But councillor Neil MacIntyre 
argued against a site visit, saying: 
‘It would cost more than to take it 
down. It’s a simple thing: if there 
was no planning permission, it 
should come down.’

Councillor Rory Colville, on the 
other hand, voiced support for 
the Balevullin hut: ‘If it can stand 
the weather, let’s for goodness 
sake allow it. It is a very fragile 
economy. People are trying their 
best. It’s a wooden hut, just grant 
permission.’

Councillors agreed to continue 
the application to a local hearing, 
but a location and date are yet to 
be determined. 

Committee chairman David 
Kinniburgh said: ‘There may be 
complications to get all of our 
councillors to Tiree. I’ll leave it 
to officers to look at.’

MORE than £1 million in 
lottery funding will be shared 
by two Highland and island 
community projects.  

Befrienders Highland will 
be awarded £377,665, while  
Dunoon Burgh Hall Trust 
will receive £656,825, the 
Big Lottery Fund Scotland 
announced last week. 

Five Scottish projects ben-
efited from a share of the £2 
million grant, the latest round 
of the Big Lottery Fund Scot-
land’s five-year, £250 million 
funding scheme designed to 
support people and commu-
nities to overcome challenging 
circumstances.

Befrienders Highland de-
livers one-to-one supported 
volunteer befriending across 
the Highland and Argyll and 
Bute local authority areas. The 
proposal will support people 
who have become isolated and 
lonely as a result of living with 
mental health problems.

Dunoon Burgh Hall Trust’s 
project will complete the ren-
ovation and refurbishment of 
Dunoon Burgh Halls and de-
liver a range of services for the 
community of Dunoon and the 
Cowal Peninsula. The building 
will host flexible space for 
community use, promotion 
of the arts, opportunities for 
training and skills develop-
ment, events, a licensed cafe 
and a programme of events de-
signed to bring the community 
together.

Maureen McGinn, chair-
woman of Big Lottery Fund 
Scotland, said: ‘This funding 
aims to support communi-
ties across Scotland to im-
prove the places they live and 
the wellbeing of people facing 
challenging circumstances. We 
will continue to work with com-
munities and organisations to 
support activity which is people 
centred, strength based and has 
good local connections.’

Fate of Tiree beach huts 
hangs in the balance

Lottery boost for 
befrienders 

The hut at Balevullin that has 
caused controversy.

MORE people will be able to make their 
homes warm and water-tight through a 
new £10 million fund.

The pilot scheme, which covers Argyll 
and Bute, will provide equity loans of 
up to £40,000 to home owners on low 
incomes to help them make essential 
repairs to leaking roofs and building 
structures. This work is often necessary 
before energy efficiency measures such 
as solid-wall insulation can be installed.

The funding can be used either as a 
single equity loan or with other existing 
government grants to fund more expen-
sive measures like solid wall insulation 
or a package of energy efficiency works.

Housing Minister Kevin Stewart 
announced the pilot just before the 
launch of Under One Roof. The new 
website will provide free and impartial 
advice to private flat owners and help 
them understand their obligations when 

it comes to property and shared spaces.
Eligible home owners will borrow from 

the Scottish Government to fund repairs 
and energy efficiency improvements, 
and repay the loan when the property 
is sold, they transfer ownership, or they 
die – through the SEEP Equity Loan 
Scheme. There will be no monthly inter-
est, with the amount repaid linked to the 
value of the house at the time the loan is 
paid back. Visit www.underoneroof.scot 

New fund to help homes be more energy effi cient

A PROVISIONAL licence 
holder, who was only allowed 
to drive a work’s van on an 
Isle of Jura building site, 
was fined £600 and given six 
points on his driving licence 
after he crashed it and the 
vehicle was destroyed by fire.

Klaidas Birbalas, 24, of 3 
Dee Place, Aberdeen, plead-
ed guilty to three charges: 
taking the van without the 
owner’s permission, leaving it 
burning and unattended and 
not having L-plates displayed.

On Thursday last week, 
Procurator Fiscal Eoin 
McGinty told Campbeltown 
Sheriff Court Birbalas was 
employed by a scaffolding 
firm but only had permission 
to drive the van on site.

Mr McGinty added: ‘At 
9.30pm on Saturday June 18, 
Birbalas and another employ-
ee left in the van for the Jura 
Hotel. At midnight Birbalas 
and the other man drove back 
to their digs.’

Birbalas lost control on a 
bend and was unable to get 
the vehicle back on the road. 

The pair left the vehicle 
unattended and it was later 
found burning by the police 
and members of the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service.

Birbalas told the court he 
had walked back to the site 
for a fire extinguisher but 
when he returned found the 
fire service present so went 
away. 

Russell 
and MPs to 
start Brexit 
dialogue
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My privacy 
has been 
destroyed 
and the 
stress is 
becoming 
unbearable”

Ann Colthart

www.facebook.com/obantimes

ON THE evening of Wednesday 
November  2 there will be a fi lm 
night held at the Oban Phoenix Cin-
ema, followed by a informal learning 
exchange at Oban Youth Hostel. 
Thursday November 3 will be a day 
of learning, networking and infor-
mation exchange, with the highlight 
being a Dragons’ Den-style compe-
tition. 
Speakers from the Scottish Govern-
ment and Social Enterprise Scotland, 
and workshops led by the Social 
Enterprise Academy, Firstport and 
Business Gateway will all form part 
of the day’s offering.  

SENSCOT will be hosting a network-
ing session which gives people the 
opportunity to hear about the range 
of activities being delivered across 
Argyll and Bute. 
Kim Wallace, network co-ordinator 
at SENSCOT, said: ‘It is great to see 
this opportunity for social enterprises 
in Argyll and Bute to come together, 
network and learn from each other.  
‘Argyll and Bute is recognised nation-
ally for its vibrant social enterprise 
sector and the event provides an 
opportunity to build on the success-
ful work previously led by the social 
enterprise network in the area.’

There will be hour-long workshops 
where attendees can choose to 
explore areas such as fi nance, en-
terprise and sustainability, managing 
staff, leadership and governance.  
Social Enterprise Scotland will host 
a lunch session which will provide at-
tendees with the opportunity to feed 
into the Social Enterprise Strategy 
for Scotland.  
The Dragons’ Den-style competition 
will give social enterprises the oppor-
tunity to pitch to a panel of experts 
to secure a cash prize to launch a 
new start-up idea or to support their 
growth ambitions.  

A KEY theme of the forthcoming 
Argyll Enterprise Week will be so-
cial enterprise.  
Social enterprises are innovative, 
independent businesses that exist 
specifi cally for social and/or envi-
ronmental purposes.  
There are 244 social enterprises 
operating across Argyll and Bute, 
with a combined income of almost 
£40.7 million. They support an esti-
mated 1,795 jobs. These business-
es help deliver a range of com-
munity benefi ts and support the 
sustainability of rural communities.  
Argyll Enterprise Week, which 
takes place in Oban from Monday 
October 31 to Friday November 
4, will provide an opportunity for 

social enterprises to share experi-
ences, learn from specialists and 
access the wide range of support 
available.  
The Social Enterprise Focus rec-
ognises the signifi cant contribution 

social enterprises make not only to 
the Argyll economy but to the sus-
tainability of services and commu-
nities across the area. 
 Ailsa Clark, founder and devel-
opment manager of Inspiralba, a 

Campbeltown-based social enter-
prise, said: ‘We are delighted to 
be a sponsor for the Dragons’ Den 
and fi lm night activity for Argyll En-
terprise Week. 
‘The event provides an opportunity 
to recognise the broad spectrum of 
activity and the contribution of the 
social enterprise sector delivering 
social, environmental and econom-
ic benefi ts to communities across 
Argyll.  
‘It is shaping up to be a really excit-
ing programme, a great opportunity 
to support local social enterprises 
and raise the profi le of their work.’
 Argyll Enterprise Week is an excit-
ing new event hosted by Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Business Gateway 

and Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise. There are more than 25 part-
ners involved in delivering 30-plus 
events across the themes of digital, 
innovation, funding and social en-
terprise.
David Smart, head of special proj-
ects for Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, commented: ‘Social 
enterprise is critical to the Argyll 
economy and society of the High-
lands and Islands as a whole.  
‘The social enterprise business 
model is an active choice for many 
of our region’s most innovative en-
trepreneurs who will benefi t from 
the fantastic line-up of events we 
have on offer at Argyll Enterprise 
Week.’

Focus on social enterprise

Building on success of vibrant sector

Argyll Enterprise Week update. . .
31 Oct - 04 Nov 2016

IN WHAT is shaping up to be a lively, engag-
ing and entertaining evening, journalist and 
broadcaster Lesley Riddoch will host and 
lead discussion at the Spotlight on Social 
Enterprise fi lm night at the Phoenix Cinema 
on Wednesday November 2.  
The evening will showcase a selection of 
short fi lms highlighting some of the fantastic 
work of social enterprises in the area and 
the contribution they are making in local 
communities.  
The evening is aptly held at Oban Phoe-
nix Cinema, a social enterprise formed to 
secure and improve the cinema offering for 
locals and visitors.  
Film submissions are welcome and will be 
selected by a panel from the organisers.  
For further information and to submit entries, 
visit argyll-enterprise-week-social-enterprise.
eventbrite.co.uk.

Journalist and broadcaster Lesley Riddoch 
will lead the debate on social enterprise.

Argyll and Bute Social Enterprise Network  conference 
2014.

Lesley Riddoch
to host fi lm night

TIMESLINE
Council welcomes 
two religious reps 

COUNCILLORS are to hold 
a site visit in Connel to decide 
how to resolve a mistake by their 
own planning officers which left 
a house being built too close to 
another home.

Septuagenarian Ann 
Colthart’s extension, built 14 
years ago, wasn’t included in 
the site plans and has resulted 
in a semi-detached house on St 
Oran’s Place being built nine 
metres away from her property, 
when guidelines state it must be 
at least 18.

Ms Colthart, who has lived 
there for 32 years, became aware 
of the problem as plots three 
and four of the development to 
expand the village progressed. 
She contacted the planners in 
May and work was halted as a 
solution was sought.

Argyll and Bute Council 
admitted falling short of its own 
standards, apologised for the 
situation and distress caused 
and said it was seeking a remedy 
acceptable to all parties.

A planning application, sub-
mitted by Macleod Construc-

tion Ltd on July 22, proposed 
‘alterations to rear fenestration, 
installation of new fenestration 
on gable elevation and erection 
of wall and hedging on NE 
boundary’. 

But it gathered no letters of 
support and more than 40 public 
objections from a village of 
around 400 people, including 
from Connel Community Coun-
cil.

Councillors on the Planning, 
Protective Services and Licens-
ing Committee met in Lochgil-
phead council headquarters last 
Wedenesday to decide the fate 
of the new two-storey building, 
which development manager 
Ross McLaughlin said, had 
‘significantly progressed’.

Mr McLaughlin admitted it 
was too close to Ms Colthart’s 
property, but added: ‘Given the 
difference of ground level and 
the angle of the building, officers 
are recommending approval as a 
departure from the local plan. 
Removal would be dispropor-
tionate to the impact. It will be 
challenging if not impossible to 
relocate these buildings within 
the plot size.’

The current plan is to relocate 

the top rear windows to the side 
gables and planting to provide 
screening. Both Ms Colthart 
and the developer had been 
granted planning permission, 
and complied with conditions, 
Mr McLaughlin said, and he 
explained the mistake was due 
to an inaccuracy in the maps. 

‘The Ordnance Survey map did 
not depict the sunroom when the 

KAREN Pickering from Argyll 
lives with multiple sclerosis 
(MS) and is raising awareness of 
misconceptions people with the 
condition face. 

This comes as the MS Society 
releases findings from a survey 
into the stigma people living 
with MS have to deal with. The 
survey shows that almost half of 
people with MS feel they have 
experienced mistreatment or 

Councillors schedule site visit 
in bid to resolve plan blunder

reality, with the number of sites 
being built, we do rely heavily on 
members of the public. We will 
be more proactive in assessing 
more major sites like this.’

Councillor George Freeman 
asked: ‘The 64,000 dollar 
question is: is the council facing 
potential costs over this?’ 

Mr McLaughlin replied this 
should not be a consideration 
of councillors. ‘Members have 
to view this on the merits of this 
application,’ he said.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
commented: ‘It is absolutely 
imperative councillors see the 
site for themselves and have a 
local hearing.’ 

Councillors agreed to hold a 
site visit, followed by a public 
hearing, set for November 3 at 
a location in Connel yet to be 
arranged.

After the meeting Ms Colthart 
said: ‘My privacy has been 
destroyed and the stress is 
becoming unbearable but I’m 
delighted the committee has 
agreed to a site visit and public 
hearing. They will now be able 
to see for themselves the impact 
this has had on my home and my 
life.’

Woman aims to raise awareness of MS misconceptions
stigma because of their symp-
toms, while 12 per cent aren’t 
sure if they have experienced it. 

The most common experience 
is being accused of being drunk 
because they were having trou-
ble walking, while more than 
a third have been accused of 
wrongly parking in a disabled 
bay because they didn’t appear 
disabled.

Karen Pickering, 34, was diag-

nosed with relapsing remitting 
MS eight years ago and shares 
her own experience of people 
thinking she was drunk: ‘There 
was one morning, before 9am 
in the main street, I fell and was 
lying on the pavement and a lady 
tutted and stepped over me. 
That really hurt.’

The survey also revealed that 
73 per cent of people with MS 
say that living with the condition 

is more difficult when people 
treat them badly or stigmatise 
them because of their condition.

MS symptoms typically appear 
when people are in their 20s and 
30s and can include sight loss, 
disability and fatigue. It is an 
unpredictable condition – one 
day a person with MS might be 
fine but the next they might lose 
their sight or be unable to move. 

More than 100,000 people are 

living with MS in the UK, yet 76 
per cent of people living with 
MS believe the public’s aware-
ness of their condition is ‘low’ or 
‘very low’. 1,018 people with MS 
shared their experiences with 
the MS Society/Opinium survey.

Morna Simpkins, director 
for MS Society Scotland, said: 
‘MS is an incurable, fluctuating 
condition which can manifest in 
many different ways. 

‘For more than 11, 000 people 
in Scotland the challenges of 
MS are a daily reality. The 
results of this survey are 
completely unacceptable and 
it’s time to work together to 
challenge these outdated and 
stigmatising misconceptions. 
We have a freephone helpline 
and we would urge anyone living 
with MS who needs support to 
get in touch on 0808 800 8000.’

drawings were submitted,’ he 
said, and ‘the planning officers 
did not undertake a site visit’.

Councillor Neil MacIntyre 
asked: ‘How did we get near 
completion before we noticed 
this?’ Mr McLaughlin replied: 
‘We rely on members of the 
public informing us of a breach 
and we investigate that. We are 
not on every site. We acted on 

the complaint and ceased work 
on the site.’

Mr McLaughlin told council-
lor Gordon Blair lessons would 
be learned. ‘In a fully resourced 
department we would like to be 
on all these major sites,’ he said: 
‘We did not have the resources 
to be out there when the build-
ing was going up. Proactive 
enforcement is the ideal but in 

TODAY, Thursday, will see two 
non-elected religious repre-
sentatives appointed to Argyll 
and Bute Council.

A proposal to appoint Wil-
liam Stewart Shaw from the 
Church of Scotland and Mar-
garet Anderson of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Argyll and 
the Isles is likely to be accepted 
by elected members.

BREXIT will have a ‘profound 
impact on access to external 
funding’ Argyll and Bute Coun-
cillors are to be told today, 
Thursday.

A report to the council will 
show the LEADER programme 
which funds projects to the 
tune of more than £5million, 
will require to � nish early, as 
will the Fisheries Fund.

Science, agricultural and 
academic programmes are all 
likely to be a� ected by the exit 
from Europe, councillors will 
hear.

Freedom request 
for golden Gordon
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
will be considering a request 
to award an Olympian the 
Freedom of Argyll and Bute.

Gordon Reid, who is the 
world’s number one wheel-
chair tennis player, was 
nominated by Helensburgh 
and Lomond Area Commit-
tee after winning a gold 
medal in Rio.

A decision on the request 
will be made today, Thurs-
day, at a full council meeting 
of Argyll and Bute.

Brexit will e� ect 
external funding 

The new house is just nine metres from Ann Colthart’s home.
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Community is ‘clear winner’
Members of Sleat Community Council with MP Ian Blackford.

SLEAT Community Coun-
cil was a ‘clear winner’ of 
a Rural Innovators award 
2015-16.

Members of the commu-
nity council were delighted 
to hear they had won the 
award, which is organised 
by the Scottish Parliament.

Constituency MSP for 
Skye Kate Forbes tabled a 
parliamentary motion con-

gratulating the group on 
its success, which has been 
supported by 15 MSPs.

She said: ‘I am delighted 
that the Scottish Rural Par-
liament has given this award 
to the Sleat Community 
Council, because I know 
first-hand how dedicated it 
is to rural communities.

‘Over the past few 
months in particular, Sleat 

Community Council has 
been unswerving in its 
commitment to fighting for 
essential transport links in 
the West Coast.

‘So, the work of Sleat 
Community Council has 
contributed enormously to 
the future of rural Scotland 
and this reward is deserved 
recognition of its hard work.’

Representatives from 

Sleat Community Council 
will receive their award 
when the Scottish Rural 
Parliament meets in Angus 
from October 6-8.

Sleat community council 
secretary Rob Ware said: 
‘We may have won a Rural 
Innovators Award but the 
battle to return a robust 
and reliable ferry service 
goes on as strongly as ever.’

Food for starving St Kildans 
…and help for Serbia
A FEW weeks ago I wrote about Sir Thomas Lipton 
and his steam yacht, the Erin. What an interesting 
correspondence followed thanks to The Oban Times.

First to contact me was a reader in Benbecula to ask 
if I had any knowledge of Sir Thomas calling at Hirta’s 
Village Bay on the Erin while cruising around the west 
coast, and the whereabouts of the Erin’s log books.   

In 1912, when the St Kildans experienced their most 
traumatic episodes of food shortage, Sir Thomas came 
forward with supplies which almost certainly saved 
them from near starvation when they were dependent 
on only a few handfuls of flour and eggs.  

A government cruiser, the Achilles, was eventually 
despatched with essentials but it was Sir Thomas 
Lipton who led the way, sending out sugar, condensed 
milk, butter, bacon, bags of his famous brand of tea, 
coffee, cocoa, corned beef, tinned meats and flour. 
Forty pipes and four pounds of tobacco were also 
included, which must have been well received by those 
who had the craving.  

Sir Thomas was aboard his other racing yacht, the 
Shamrock, when a telegram came from the general 
manager of Lipton’s Ltd saying that a national 
newspaper was asking for assistance on behalf of the 
islanders. Sir Thomas replied immediately: ‘Delighted 
to be of any service to starving inhabitants of St Kilda. 
I will supply at my own personal expense, your tug of 
mercy with the provisions you require. I congratulate 
you on your prompt humanity. Thomas J Lipton, 
Yacht Shamrock, Southampton.’ 

Sir Thomas saw to it that the Victor, one of the 
fastest tugs on the Clyde, set off with all speed. The 
St Kildans were delighted and later, as a thank you 

present, sent him a length of the island’s tweed.
Harry Selfridge, the American retail magnate who 

founded the London-based department store, also 
helped the St Kildans in their time of need, as did Sir 
Joseph Lyons, the owner of J Lyons & Co, the British 
restaurant chain, food manufacturing, and hotel 
conglomerate.

An Oban Times reader from Croggan on the isle of 
Mull, wrote to ask if I knew that surgeon Katherine 
Macphail (1887-1974), who spent much of her adult 
life working in war-torn Serbia, was a granddaughter 
of Dugald Macphail, Mull’s well-known Gaelic bard.

Dugald (1819-87) composed An t’eilean Muileach – 
the island’s anthem – whose chorus runs: ‘The Isle of 
Mull is of isles the fairest, of oceans’ gems ’tis the first 
and rarest, green grassy island of sparkling fountains, 
of waving woods and high tow’ring mountains.’ 

No doubt its strains will be heard a few times around 
the ceilidh houses at this year’s Royal National Mod 
in Stornoway. 

Katherine and her sister, Isabel, offered their 
ser vices to the Scottish Women’s Hospitals at the 
outbreak of the First World War. Women were not 
permitted to serve in the armed forces, but a group 
of energetic medical ladies equipped and staffed their 
own hospitals, with the support of the National Wom-
en’s Suffrage Societies. 

After the war, Katherine remained in Serbia, 
running her own small hospital, the Anglo-Serbian 
Children’s Hospital in Belgrade, with some funding 
from the Scottish Women’s Hospitals and the Save 
the Children Fund. Her war work was marked by the 
Serbian government, which conferred the distinction 
of the Serbian Order of St Sava and the Serbian Red 
Cross on her. Not long ago the Serbian government 
released a set of postage stamps to commemorate her 
and five others in honour of their  great contribution. 

Katherine’s peacetime work was recognised in Brit-
ain in 1928, when she was awarded the OBE. In 1934, 
she established the English-Yugoslav Hospital for 
Treatment of Osteoarticular Tuberculosis in Sremska 
Kamenica and worked there until 1941, when she and 
other British residents were taken prisoner by the 
Germans.

Now what, you may ask, binds St Kilda, a Gaelic 
bard, a millionaire’s steam yacht and Serbia? The 
answer: Sir Thomas Lipton. 

In 1915, Lipton loaned the Erin to the British Red 
Cross and the Order of St John to carry vital equip-
ment and medical staff for the relief of the wounded 
Allied soldiers in Serbia and Montenegro. Once 
again, he defrayed the costs and was aboard on several 
crossings. In 1919, the Erin, which had been armed, 
attacked and sank a German U-boat off Sicily but was 
later torpedoed by another submarine and went down 
with the loss of six crew. It surfaced and, according to 
a report, her crew cheered as the Erin disappeared. 
There is no official record of Thomas and Katherine 
meeting but it is more than likely. 

Sir Thomas Lipton’s famous tea can still to be found 
in shops throughout the UK and is as popular as ever. 
Why not buy a packet and raise a cup to the memory of 
a self-made man who, although he walked with kings, 
dined in gilded halls and had an orchid named after 
him, used his wealth well to help those less fortunate 
than himself? 

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Katherine Macphail from Mull was commemorated 
on a Serbian postage stamp.

Agreement signed to build new homes
A DETERMINED Skye 
community trust has taken 
an important step towards 
building new affordable 
houses in the north, 17 
years after the last homes 
were built in the area.

Staffin Community Trust 
(SCT) signed a memoran-
dum of agreement (MOA) 
with two housing bodies to 
progress plans for a six-unit 
development.

Working alongside the 
Lochalsh and Skye Hous-
ing Association (LSHA) 
and the Highlands Small 
Communities Housing 

Trust (HSCHT) SCT have 
been looking at potential 
suitable sites in Staffin for 
the past two years.

The move comes after 
a report, which was pub-
lished in 2014, claimed that 
Staffin was losing residents 
through a lack of suitable 
and affordable housing for 
young people and families.

SCT assessed several 
suggested locations and has 
identified a central flat site 
on the Stenscholl Common 
Grazing, close to Staffin 
Primary School and other 
main shops and services, as 

its preferred development 
site and is now looking to 
draw up detailed designs 
and progress towards a full 
planning application.

The trust wants to see 10 
new affordable homes built 
in Staffin by 2020, with 
hopes this will increase the 
school roll by 10 pupils.

The Stenscholl Township 
supports the development 
site, in principle, and local 
families have already indi-
cated their interest to SCT 
in the proposed new homes.

MSPs Kate Forbes for 
Skye, Lochaber and Bad-

enoch and David Stewart 
Highlands and Islands 
MSP have also backed the 
project.

Plans are for each organi-
sation to build and own two 
of the houses, which would 
be available for a mixed 
tenure scheme, including 
affordable rent or rent-to- 
buy. SCT chairman Donald 
MacDonald said: ‘The trust 
has invested a huge amount 
of time in this project which 
we see as being essentially 
to the long-term viability 
of the community and the 
local services.’

The a� ordable houses last built in Sta�  n in 1999 at the site of the former school, left, and the proposed new site on 
the Stenscholl common grazing.

A DEVOTED Mallaig stu-
dent has become the first 
recipient of a prestigious 
award.

Rita Yost, 29, was pre-
sented with the Ina Maciver 
award after she travelled 
more than 200 miles a week 
to Inverness and back to 
complete a HNC in social 
care at the University of the 
Highlands and Islands.

She was nominated for 
the award for her ‘passion 
for social care, her practical 
and academic performance 
and her dedication to her 
studies.’

Rita was nominated 
for the award by her 
personal academic tutor 
Wilma MacDonald, who 
explained: ‘Rita travelled 
from Mallaig to Inverness 
College UHI each week to 
undertake her HNC. 

‘Throughout the year, 

she was conscientious, 
managed her workload well 
and demonstrated a real 
commitment to her studies.

‘Her time keeping was ex-
cellent and she always had 
assignments in before the 
deadline. From the outset, 
Rita set herself high goals 
and was rewarded with an 
A grade.’

The award has been estab-
lished in memory of Ina Ma-
civer, the university’s former 
subject network leader for 
health and social care.

Rita was presented with 
a quaich and a cheque for 
£100 by Professor Hugo van 
Woerden, director of public 
health and health policy at 
NHS Highland, at Inverness 
College UHI’s graduation 
ceremony earlier this month.

Iain Maciver, who was 
Ina’s husband, travelled 
from his home on Lewis for 

the inaugural presentation 
of the award. 

 Speaking about the award 
Rita said: ‘I was quite 
shocked when I found out 
I had won, I really wasn’t 
expecting it. Having good 
support from classmates 
and tutors and learning 
from their experiences and 
the work experience I was 
able to attend amplified 
that working in social care 
was what I really wanted, 
which gave me the drive to 
achieve the best I could. 

‘I have fulfilled my goal, 
as I am now a qualified, 
employed residential care 
worker thanks to the Uni-
versity of the Highlands 
and Islands. I would like 
to thank all my tutors 
throughout the year who 
saw the potential in me 
and put me forward for this 
award.’

Left to right are Wilma MacDonald, Rita Yost and Professor Hugo van Woerden.

THE NEW session of Ap-
pin SWI began on Thursday 
September 15, when Debbie 
Dunlop, vice president, 
welcomed members and 
visitors to Port Appin Hall. 

The coffee evening recent-
ly held in Appin Hall raised 
£375 for the children’s 
Christmas parties and the 
visit to ‘Treasures of the 
Earth’ followed by a meal 
at the Loch Iall restaurant 
had been most enjoyable. 

The speaker for the 
evening, well known Appin 
man Stuart Carmichael, got 
the year off to a splendid 
start with his talk ‘Old, old 
Appin’. Stuart’s enthusiasm 
and his amazing knowledge 
of the history of Appin and 
district and its characters 
gave the audience a fas-
cinating glimpse into the 

past, and it was thoroughly 
enjoyed by everyone. 

Stuart was thanked for 
the excellent talk by Helen 
Downie and after tea and 
the raffle, the competition 
results were announced.

Jessie MacKenzie won 
gold in the photograph 
competition, Moira Thom-
son took silver, and Doreen 
Evans and Margaret Ross 
came joint third. 

Then came the hotly con-
tested three cheese scones 
prizes: Jessie MacKenzie 
clinched gold again, while 
Barbara Carmichael gained 
silver, Myra MacDougall 
took third, and in joint 
fourth place came Moira 
Thomson, Margaret Ross, 
Catriona MacKenzie, 
Chrissie Malone, and Ali-
son MacCorquodale.

SNP MSP for Na h-Eile-
anan an Iar, Alasdair Al-
lan, on Monday joined the 
Whale and Dolphin Con-
servation (WDC)  organi -
sation and the Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds 
(RSPB) for a boat tour of 
the wildlife around Eilean 
Chaluim Chille, near Keose 
Glebe in Lewis.     

The organisations both 
work on various marine 
conservation projects 
throughout the Western 
Isles. 

WDC collects marine 
mammal data in the waters 
around Lewis, aided with 
the support of a very active 
network of community 
volunteers, while the RSPB 
has undertaken a series of 
high-profile projects on 
the islands, including the 
recent Shiant Isles Seabird 
Recovery Project. 

Both organisations also 

provide local community 
outreach and education 
through schools and other 
events. 

Mr Allan commented: 
‘I would like to thank the 
WDC, RSPB and Lewis 
from Hebrides Fish n’ Trips 
for the chance to come out 
and see some of the species 
these organisations are 
working to protect.

‘On the boat tour, we 
managed to see a variety 
of local wildlife, including 
porpoises, golden eagles, 
sea eagles and common 
seals, and discussed some 
of the key conservation 
issues that affect the waters 
around the Western Isles. 

‘There’s a huge amount of 
potential for wildlife tour-
ism to become a greater 
part of the islands’ visitor 
offering and I hope this will 
be developed further in the 
years to come.’

ARGYLL and Bute Coun-
cil last week approved a 
planning application for 
a new whisky distillery on 
Islay.

Speaking after the 
meeting, Councillor David 
Kinniburgh, policy lead 
for planning, 
said: ‘We were 
delighted to 
approve this 
application. We 
are fully sup-
portive of this 
development as 
it will be a great 
boost not just to 
Islay but to Ar-
gyll and Bute.

‘As well as the distillery 
itself, there are a number of 
additional benefits. 

‘The whisky industry 
supports a range of other 
businesses, such as haulage 
firms, who take the product 
round the country and even 
overseas. 

‘With 200,000 litres of 
whisky being produced 
every year, this will mean 

more work for local 
transport firms, which is 
obviously fantastic news.  

‘The visitor centre is a 
welcome addition to the 
scheme, supporting another 
business area – tourism. On 
an established whisky trail, 

we would hope 
the new facility 
brings in even 
more visitors. 
It’s great to 
see another 
distillery being 
built on Islay.

‘The council’s 
planning service 
is focused on 
making things 

happen, supporting sus-
tainable economic growth 
and regeneration. This is 
yet another demonstration 
of our open for business 
approach, working with 
developers to ensure the 
best fit for all.’

For more information, go 
to planning portal on the 
council website and use the 
reference 16/01335/PP.

David Kinniburgh.
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WEBSITE DATA ANALYTICS
Improve website effectiveness and understand the role of Google Analytics
9.30am - 12.30pm - 11th Oct, Inveraray; 19th Oct, Oban;
25th Oct, Campbeltown
1.30 - 4.30pm - 5th Oct, Mull

DIGITAL MARKETING STRATEGY
Learn the practical steps necessary to develop a digital marketing strategy
1.30 - 4.30pm - 4th Oct, Mull; 11th Oct, Inveraray; 19th Oct, Oban;
25th Oct, Campbeltown

ECOMMERCE
Increase the effectiveness of your eCommerce presence so you can grow
your business
9.30am - 12.30pm - 5th Oct, Mull; 12th Oct, Inveraray; 20th Oct, Oban

PRODUCING ENGAGING ONLINE CONTENT
Understand what kind of content customers need, how you can source it
and measure its effectiveness
1.30pm - 4.30pm - 12th Oct, Inveraray; Thu 20th Oct, Oban

LINKEDIN FOR BUSINESS
Want to boost your business with LinkedIn? We'll show you how it can
market your products and promote your brand.
9.30am - 12.30pm - 13 Oct, Inveraray; 21 Oct 2016, Oban

FACEBOOK FOR BUSINESS
Learn how Facebook can be used to engage with your target audience in
order to boost conversions
9.30am - 12.30pm - 4th Oct, Mull
1.30 - 4.30pm - 13th Oct, Inveraray; 21st Oct, Oban

DigitalBoost is run in conjunction with Business Gateway and
partners to offer you fully funded workshops, advice and support.

To book contact 01546 808363 or argyll&bute@bgateway.com
www.bgateway.com/digitalboost

Business Workshops

NAEH-7a

North Argyll
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E V E N T I D E  H O M E
A S S O C I AT I O N  LT D

61YEARS AGO The North Argyll 
Eventide Home was opened by the 
people of  Oban to provide a caring 
environment for the elderly of  the area.
Today, fully modernised, it continues 
to provide exceptional residential and 
respite care for our old people. With 
consistent top scores at every inspection, 
Oban can be extremely proud to have 
such a high quality facility. 

For more information please contact:
North Argyll Eventide Home Association Ltd. 

North Argyll House, Connel Rd, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
01631 562168    info@northargyllhouse.org

 www.northargyllhouse.org

MY GRANNY, Dorothy Gillies, was a 
loyal reader of The Oban Times. She bought 
the paper every Thursday for as long as I 
can remember. And she would read it from 
front to back. It gave her all the local news 
and, most importantly, something to dis-
cuss with family and friends. I remember 
being stuck in Tesco, for what felt like 
hours, because she was discussing the 
latest issue of The Oban Times with, what 
felt like, every single person in the shop.

Who I am?
My name is Katrina Gillies Rasmussen 

and I’m currently doing a placement at The 
Oban Times. My mum, Fiona Gillies Ras-
mussen, is from Oban and my dad, Tonni 
Rasmussen, is from Denmark. I’m current-
ly doing a Masters Degree in Journalism 
at the University of Southern Denmark. 
I was born and raised in Copenhagen, in 
Denmark. I’ve been in Oban many times 
throughout my childhood, but I’ve never 
actually been here for more than a couple 
of weeks at a time. My mum met my dad 
when she was on holiday in Denmark.

In many ways The Oban Times has been 
part of my life for a very long time. It al-
most goes without saying this is more than 
just a job to me - it’s about understanding 
my roots. And I honestly couldn’t imagine 
a better place to do that than right here at 
The Oban Times.

Being from two places
My Granny passed away two years ago 

and I really miss our many hours in Tesco. 
I wish I would’ve come to work here when 

she was still alive. That would really have 
given her something to talk about - and 
hopefully be proud of.

It’s a strange thing being from two dif-
ferent places. People always assume it’s 
the best thing ever but it can also be really 
difficult. 

You don’t get to visit your family as much 
as you want to - and it takes a lot of plan-
ning just to see them. But when we were 
in Oban, we did everything together. We 
were together all day, every day for 14 days 
at a time. So maybe, in some way, we got to 
know our Oban-family in ways that people 
who live closer to each other don’t always 
get to.

One really good thing about being from 
two places is being able to speak two 
languages. That has always been a huge 
advantage throughout my life. All Danes 
are taught English in school. I had to sit 
through ‘a house’ and ‘an apple’ but I 
thought that was brilliant. 

‘It allowed me to focus on other subjects. 
And it’s nice to have at least one subject 
that you’re really good at. It builds your 
confidence.

Our own special language
We had our very own language in the 

house when I was growing up. It was a wild 
mixture between English and Danish. My 
wee sister Maria and my big brother Mar-
tin usually spoke English with my mother 
and Danish with my dad. Some words were 
always in Danish and some words were 
always in English. I’ve never really given 
it much thought because that was just the 
way it was.

My mum mastered the Danish language 
and has a really good job at Danske Bank. I 
still hear her swearing about the language 
being stupid from time to time, but she’s 
fluent. I really admire her for moving to 
Denmark and learning the language, but 
I know that she’ll always be Scottish, well 
Oban, in her heart.

I will be forever grateful to The Oban 
Times for letting me do my placement here. 

Everyone has been so nice to me and 
made me feel really welcome. 

I’m looking forward to three very busy, 
educational and fun months.

‘I’m working at The Oban Times 
to explore my Oban roots’
Intern reporter Katrina Rasmussen explains why she has come to live in Oban for three months..

Katrina Rasmussen.

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

TIMESLINE
THE FIRST pop-up café run by 
pupils of Lochaber High School 
taking part in the Active, Healthy, 
Achieve (AHA) project last week 
welcomed VIP visitors. 

The pupils have been planning 
the café for some time and put 
everything into practise last 
Monday when the doors opened at 
An Clachan, the base of Lochaber 
Rural Education Trust where the 
pupils served their own soups, 
sandwiches and cakes. And among 
their first customers were MP Ian 
Blackford and his wife, Anne.

The AHA futures group will 
be running a pop-up café for the 
next four Mondays from 12.30pm 
to 2.30pm.

Moira Hartley, Lochaber Rural 
Education Trust manager, said: 
‘AHA Futures is a transition pro-
ject supporting young people. The 
aim of the project is to unlock the 

potential of each individual and 
enhance their life skills to help 
create a brighter future. 

‘We are delighted to receive 
professional support and guid-
ance in early preparations, setting 
up and running of our Pop-Up 
Café from Ali Smith, managing 
director, and Chris Goonery, 
assistant manager of The Tavern 
Restaurant, Fort William.’

Mr Blackford said: ‘The food 
was great and the service excel-
lent. The youngsters, their teach-
ers and everyone at LRET did 
really well in getting it organised. 
It is a great experience for them 
and I wish them well with the next 
few cafes they are running.’ 

LRET has said everyone is 
welcome and encouraged people 
to come along and support the 
group. 

Photo: Iain Ferguson.

PLANS for a new Fort William 
nightclub have been approved.

Members of the Highland 
Council’s south planning 
applications committee agreed 
at their meeting on Tuesday to 
change the use of the currently 
vacant Everest restaurant at 
141B High Street, Fort William, 
to a nightclub.

Applicant David Smillie sub-
mitted the proposal in March 
but the application was referred 
to the committee after eight 
objections were made.

Those objecting against the 
night club, which it is estimated 

will hold around 100 people, 
related to noise nuisance, lack 
of parking, absence of disabled 
access, insufficient lighting 
and an increase in anti-social 
behaviour.

Speaking at the meeting, Fort 
William and Ardnamurchan 
councillor Bill Clark urged fel-
low councillors to approve the 
application: ‘It’s been a while 
since I attended a nightclub 
but there used to be two disco/
nightclubs in the area. This 
is something that should be 
approved and I encourage other 
members to approve it.’

Fort William councillor An-
drew Baxter also recommended 
the application be approved 

saying there was a ‘historical 
route of entertainment in the 
building’ and that it should be 
‘brought back into use’.

But he did comment: ‘I think 
there will be issues of noise for 
neighbours in the future.’

A report by the area planning 
manager said: ‘Given the town 
centre location and current 
use as a Class 3 restaurant, it is 
accepted there will be activity 
in the high street during the 
evening and night time.’

A noise report identified 
‘mitigation measures’ including 
window insulation and staff 
managing the main entrance 
and doors while the club is open.  

Parking concerns were also 

raised but it was considered the 
proposed arrangements by Mr 
Smillie were ‘acceptable’. 

The meeting heard the town 
centre location and change of 
use to a nightclub would po-
tentially reduce the number of 
people driving to the venue.

But Mr Baxter said that as Fort 
William serves a wide rural area 
people could be ‘car sharing 
with a designated driver’ to 
come to the nightclub, as getting 
a taxi from areas such as south 
Lochaber would be expensive.

He noted that an increase in 
cars could cause added pressure 
on parking at the West End side 
of town and that the issue should 
not be glossed over.

The building earmarked for 
the nightclub can be accessed by 
a pedestrian footpath from the 
High Street between Spice Tan-
doori and the Scottish Whisky 
Centre.

The Highland Council is, 
however, looking to demolish 
the Scottish Whisky and Craft 
Centre, at 137 - 139 High Street 
Fort William, and build 12 self 
contained flats with a planning 
application for this currently 
being considered.

Mr Baxter told The Oban Times: 
‘It would have been difficult to 
justify a refusal for this applica-
tion because the previous use of 
the building has established it as 
a suitable use.

‘However, I remain concerned 
about the impact of a noise dis-
turbance on neighbouring resi-
dential properties and hotels, by 
party-goers coming and going 
from the nightclub. Although 
many will arrive and leave by 
taxis, others will car share and 
park behind Fulton House 
and the West End Car Park, 
potentially spreading noise nui-
sance across a wider area. We 
couldn’t deal with these external 
noises and potential anti-social 
behaviour issues as part of the 
planning process. However, I 
hope that the licensing commit-
tee will consider those issues 
particularly carefully before 
granting any licences.’ 

Fort William nightclub given 
seal of approval by planners

First class pop-up café  

Rio Tinto smelter 
review continues  
SKYE, Lochaber and Bade-
noch MSP Kate Forbes has  
issued a statement about the 
ongoing takeover of the Rio 
Tinto smelter in Lochaber. 

Ms Forbes told The Oban 
Times: ‘I am conscious the 
past several months have 
been a worrying time for 
workers – not least because 
discussions and decisions 
are going on behind closed 
doors. 

‘A short-list of bidders has 
now been drawn up, and the 
Government is engaging 
with all parties as part of the 
strategic review process. I 
imagine further announce-
ments will follow before the 
end of the year. It is impor-
tant the right bid is selected 
and this requires time and 
rigorous scrutiny.’

THE FIRST cruise ship to use 
Fort William’s new pontoons 
arrived yesterday (Wednesday).

MV Boudicca battled stormy 
weather overnight to bring 
more than 800 passengers and 
300 crew from Skye where they 
were docked on Tuesday.

Passengers began to 
disembark around 8am and 
were welcomed by members 
of Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline company, which is 
working hard to transform the 
waterfront. Coaches took some 
visitors to attractions including 
Glen Nevis and the Commando 
Monument while others stayed 
in town enjoying a day of 
planned festivities. 

The ship was due to leave 
again at 4pm.

First cruise ship at 
new pontoons 
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THERE is nothing like a 
little bit of weather to gel the 
attendees and competitors of a 
provincial mod.

But the organisers of the Bar-
ra and Vatersay Provincial Mod 
may have thought they had tak-
en on more than anyone would 
have expected when storm 
bound boats from the mainland 
to the Western Isles saw some 
adjudicators take a 300-mile 
detour and one sailor was even 
hospitalised after a turbulent 
time on the Minch.

But with all the troubles prior 
to the competition starting, the 
day ran a mere one-and-a-half 
hours late with no more com-
plications…at least until Lochs 
Ladies came on to the stage 
with a man singing a bass line 
for the alto part.

Children were on form as 
adjudicator Alasdair MacCuish 
commented: ‘Year after year we 
have seen the quality of Gaelic 
learners on the island improve.’

While there were many out-
standing performances on the 

day, one will stick in the memory 
of all who heard learner Abigail 
Treffey sing. 

Described by adjudicator Mai-
ri MacLeod as ‘mesmerising 
and haunting’, the Benbecula 
woman stunned everyone who 
heard her.

Adjudicator Father Ross 
Crichton, known to his friends 
as the Simon Cowell of Mods, 
said: ‘We all would like to hear 
you again. If you could sing 
again we would be grateful.’ 
This was high praise indeed 
from Father Ross.

Father Ross also commented 
to many performers about the 
job of hearing local dialects 
coming through in the speaking 
of Gaelic.

The volunteers who organised 
the day, everyone agreed, did a 
superb job in bringing together 
the island communities who 
travelled in the worst of weath-
ers to get to the islands.

This was its sixth mod and it 
was run with wonderful confi-
dence and was full of fun. Barra Gaelic Choir. t40barra27

Sgoil Eilagrie Choir took third in the children’s competitions. t40barra17

Solo singing competition competitors from Sgoil Eilagrie, third placed Orla McGuire, runner-up 
Catriona O’Carrol, winner Charlotte O’Carrol, and fourth-placed Lauren MacNeil. t40barra14

Lochs Gaelic Choir. t40barra26

Adjudicators Riona Whyte, Mairi MacLoed and Father Ross Crichton. t40barra23

Abigail Tre� ey, who gave a 
‘mesmerising’ performance in 
the solo women’s compeition. 

t40barra21

Maria MacLellan from Sgoil 
Dhalabroig, who won the 

under 13s solo singing compe-
tition. t40barra13

Kirsty MacInnes, who was 
congratulated by adjudicators 
for her outstanding progres-

sion in Gaelic.  t40barra28

Barra’s Donald Manford, who 
won the solo men’s competi-

tions. t40barra20

Musician Ingried Boussaroque, 
who competed in the 

puirt a beul competition, had 
outstanding comments made 

about her work. t40barra22

Wee Holly Clark from Sgoil Eila-
grie, who won the under-eight 

solo competition. t40barra15People gathered to hear the children’s choir competitions. t40barra16

Barra welcomes storm-tossed judges 
and visitors to sixth provincial mod
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Serving up a sweet 
treat for readers

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

A NORWEGIAN yacht closed 
the A82 road last Thursday 
through Fort William.

The vessel ran aground near 
the new pontoons and was 
tied up to the fence along the 
dual carriageway to stop it cap-
sizing. Police closed the road, 
until the boat � oated on the 
incoming tide, in case one of 
the ropes snapped back across 
the road.

The boat’s captain said: ‘I 
don’t want to speak to the me-
dia as I have bigger � sh to fry.’

Drama as yacht 
closes A82 road

Footpath will be 
closed for a month

Hi-tech move could 
boost health care

TIMESLINE

A POPULAR Glen Nevis footpath 
is to be closed for ‘at least a 
month’ following a major rockfall 
on the route earlier this month.

The John Muir trust con� rmed 
that the path would be closed 
while it undergoes specialist 
repair works that are set to cost 
£30,000.

The trust has said that local 
contractors will start work soon 
to make access safe again, by re-
moving unstable boulders from 
the area above the path, and 
stabilising damaged trees.

Alison Austin, the trust’s Nevis 
land manager, said: ‘We’re � -
nalising the details of the repair 
project with local contractors 
and will start work soon. We have 
funds immediately available.’

NEW signal-boosting technology 
could be a ‘game-changer’ for 
remote and rural locations, ac-
cording to NHS Highland.

The health board is testing the 
technology that improves mobile 
phone and wi�  signals across 
the Highlands, which ‘could lead 
to the introduction of quicker, 
more responsive and sustainable 
health care services’.

NHS Highland has been testing 
the system, referred to as the 
‘omni-hub’, since last month 
to see if it can provide ‘secure, 
resilient, high-quality and 
cost-e� ective communication’ 
in areas considered to have low 
or, in some cases, almost non-
existent coverage.

TO CELEBRATE our first serving of The Oban Times 
incorporating Lochaber News next week, we will be giving 
away a free slice of sponge cake or a cupcake to every Fort 
William reader.

The free cake is courtesy of Farmstead Fayre, a fami-
ly-run bakery and catering company based in Fort William 
that provides high quality food, from catering for events to 
a single slice of delicious cake.

Products are made to order with the finest Scottish ingre-
dients and can be completely personalised to suit individual 
tastes. Visit www.farmsteadfayre.co.uk or telephone 01397 
708747.

To claim your free slice of sponge cake or cupcake next week, 
make sure you buy the Fort William edition of The Oban Times 
and take the voucher printed in the paper to Farmstead Fayre, 
Unit 15, Ben Nevis Estate, Fort William, PH33 6PR. 

The offer is available until close of business on Wednes-
day October 12.

Opening hours are 9am to 5pm on weekdays and 9am to 
1pm on Saturday. Closed on Sunday.

THE Highland Council has 
approved plans for a new 
Costa Coffee drive-through 
restaurant in Fort William.

Belfast developers Herbal 
Eastern Ltd have been given 
the green light for the restau-
rant and drive through, which 
will be built at Nevis Square, 
North Road.

The plans also include car 
parking and an outdoor seat-
ing area.

The site was previously 

earmarked for a KFC when 
Herbal Eastern bought the 
land in 2014, but the fast food 
chain pulled out earlier this 
year.

The site, which runs 
alongside the A82, the main 
Inverness to Glasgow road, 
was previously occupied by 
Nevis Garden Centre and 
John Disher’s floor coverings.

Both premises were demol-
ished to make way for the 
originally planned KFC.

SONGS were sung and 
� owers put on display at 
the ‘rejoice’ festival in 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Parish Church which raised 
more than £700 for good 
causes.

The festival started last 
Thursday (September 
22) and continued until 
Sunday with a Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service at 
10am and culminated 
with a performance of the 
Badenoch chorale and 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
male voices.

Hot beverages and home 
baking was made available 
in the new church hall 
with donations being 
put towards the local 
Macmillan Nurses and the 
Church Benevolent Fund.

A GROUP aiming to build its 
own school is looking for little - 
or big - donations to help it with 
start-up costs.

Strontian Community School 
Building Limited (SCSB) had 
its proposal to move the primary 
school to the site adjacent to 
Ardnamurchan High School ap-
proved by the Highland Council 
on September 8.

SCSB will build and own the 
school building which will be 
leased to Highland Council. 

According to the SCSB board, 
the new school will be built on 
the footprint of four affordable 
houses, making for easy conver-
sion in the future and ensuring 
a legacy for the community, 
should the council give up the 
lease in the future. 

Donald McCorkindale, from 
SCSB, said: ‘Land purchase 
and bank loan arrangements 
are agreed in principle and we 
are looking forward to future 
phases of the project’.

In partnership with Commu-
nity Shares Scotland, the board 

Tanya Warner from Farmstead Fayre with the cupcakes 
that can be purchased with the voucher.

School group needs 
help to get started

is currently working towards a 
community share launch antici-
pated by the end of October, to 
raise the balance of the funding 
required. Donald added: ‘In the 
interim we need start-up funds 
to  progress planning applica-

tions, site investigation, ten-
dering and other matters which 
come with professional fees. 
We have the options available 
for those willing to make small 
or large donations to assist with 
these start-up costs.’

Payments can be sent by 
cheque or BACS.  

Anyone interested should 
visit www.strontiancommuni-
tyschool.org.uk where there 
are details of other methods of 
donating as well.

Strontian Community School Board members are appealing for donations to help get their project 
o�  the ground.

Costa drive-through 
approved by council

Some of the ladies of Duncansburgh MacIntosh Parish Church who helped to put on the church’s � ower festival.
Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Flower festival hits all the right notes

AN ACTION plan to help protect 
the future of a much-used park is to 
be discussed next week.

Families were up in arms earlier 
this year about the closure of the ar-
tificial turf park in Upper Achintore 
by Highland Council.  

In May The Oban Times reported 
on an online petition that had been 
created to raise awareness about the 
pitch by mum of three, Wendy Lev. 

Ms Lev shared the post on Face-
book and more than 500 people 
signed the petition in support of 
saving the park.

Since then, a consultation organ-
ised by the Highland Council has 
taken place, asking residents to put 
forward their suggestions on what 
should be done in the future.

A spokesperson said: ‘During a 
recent consultation a very strong 

desire was expressed by residents of 
Upper Achintore in Fort William to 
retain the artificial turf kick-about 
area adjacent to the former Up-
per Achintore Primary School.  

‘As a direct result of this feedback, 
Highland Council agreed to retain 
the area recognising it as one of the 
few safe, level areas for children to 
play. 

‘An action plan for the area has now 

been developed and a public meeting 
to explore the potential of the com-
munity taking over ownership of 
the area to enable local control and 
raising of funds for improvement and 
on-going care of the kick-about area 
will be held.’

The meeting will take place at 7pm 
on Thursday October 6 in the Com-
munity Room, Lundavra Primary 
School. 

‘A WELL-known character’ 
was honoured with a special 
celebration last Friday to mark 
his retiral from the council after 
30 years of service.

Colin McAndrew from 
Lochyside started his appren-
ticeship with Donnie Cameron 
plumbers. He moved to the 
council after 13 years and latterly 
he held the role of assistant team 
leader for building maintenance.

To say their goodbyes,  Colin 
was joined by friends, family and 
council representatives at Sun-
ny’s Sports bar in Fort William. 

The 59-year-old said: ‘It was 
lovely to have a wee do with folk 
from work and my wife and my 
daughter came down as well.  I 
knew we were having something 
but I didn’t expect so many peo-
ple to turn up.  

‘I also got a surprise card with 
some money in it which was very 
kind.’

Colin has also served 30 years 
with Fort William fire service 
which he will continue and was 
an active member of Lochaber 
Athletic Club.

He added: ‘The wife and I 

Public meeting to explore park’s potential

Colin McAndrew, centre right, receives gifts from Lachie MacDonald on behalf of the Highland 
Council and colleagues on his early retirement. Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Council man calls it a day decades on

have a holiday organised, we’ll 
be going to Prague for five days 
which we are looking forward to.  
It has been very busy the past 
few weeks so it will be good to 
get away.

‘Afterwards, I still plan to work 
with the fire service. I’ve really 
enjoyed working with them and 
I plan to maybe do two or three 
days a week. So yeah, I hope 
there’s life after this.’

Fort William 
newsdesk 

01397 703003

OUR SPONSORS

ScottishField
®

2017

LAST CHANCE TO 
NOMINATE!

www.scottishruralawards.org

categories 
include

Artisan Food
business start up
rural tourism & 
hospitality
rural employer

To � nd out how, visit

GET INVOLVED 
WITH THE 
2017 SCOTTISH 
RURAL AWARDS

Nominations close 

Friday 14th October
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Days gone by – the town clock
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robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

A small crowd gathered to watch executives inspect  the work taking place to � x Oban’s town clock. The work was 
being undertaken by MacLeod brothers ahead of the town’s last refurbishment. 

A82 needs concerted 
e� ort to improve
Sir,
I am grateful for Donald Cameron’s 
letter (The Oban Times, September 
15) about the A82, and I agree with 
much of what has been said about the 
need to improve this vital artery for 
the West Highlands. 

Recent meetings with the Loch-
aber Transport Forum, Transport 
Minister Humza Yousaf and other 
groups have proved helpful, but it 
is clear – particularly on the subject 
of a link road at Fort William – that 
there is actually no agreement at 
this point in time on what the best 
course of action is. 

I am keen that we do not lose the 
momentum and ideas generated 
from these meetings, and that the 
relevant stakeholder groups learn 
lessons from the recent tragic inci-
dent on the A82 and the resulting 
chaos on the road and surrounding 
areas.   

Having spoken to Donald in 
person at the Scottish Parliament, 
I am pleased that he also concurs 
that a cross-party approach would 
be more powerful – but only with 
local consensus. 

To that end, and to assist the 
process, I am hoping to convene 
some meetings in the near future 
which will get together local people, 
community groups, transport stake-
holders as well as politicians of all 
stripes to work out the way ahead. 

 Kate Forbes MSP,
12 High Street,
Dingwall.

Charity campaign 
raised over £7,000
Sir,
During the summer months, Oban 
Commercial Lodge No 180 has been 
carrying out fundraising on behalf of 
the Special Care Baby Unit, Royal 
Alexandra Hospital Endowment 
Fund, and the St Andrews University 
Alternative Format Suite. We held a 
family fun day on August 13 followed 
by a ceilidh/disco in the evening.

First of all, I would like to say a mas-
sive thank you to our main sponsors 
of the event, Colin and Joan Felgate, 
of The Olive Garden, and Kenny and 
Fiona Ferguson of Kenneth Ferguson 
Electrical. These two local businesses 
in particular enabled us to keep our 
costs to a bare minimum.

I am overwhelmed at the number of 
local businesses and individuals who 
provided donations and I offer a sin-
cere thanks to all. I must also thank 
Ewan MacDonald and Clare Jordan 
of Ceol an Aire, who provided music 
at the fun day, and Michael Garvin 
and George Noble, who provided the 
evening entertainment, all of whom 
donated their time free of charge and 
to whom we are very grateful. 

Also a thanks to George Berry, Mc-
Queen Bros and Oban Lorne Rugby 
Club for their assistance.

Lastly, I must thank everyone who 
bought raffle tickets, and all the fam-

ilies who came along and enjoyed the 
fun day. An almost unbelievable total 
of £7,175 was raised, which will be 
split evenly between the two charities 
in the coming weeks.

Kenneth Pearson,
Marine Court, Oban.

Thanks for support in 
� ght against changes
Sir,
With regard to the electoral ward 
boundary changes proposed for the 
local area, Bid4Oban adopted a strong 
position opposing such alterations, 
taking the view that anything that 
reduced the town’s representation 
on the council would be detrimental 
to the interest of our business and 
residential community.

As such, we wrote to the commis-
sion to express our concerns and the 
reasons behind them.

We now know that the changes will 
not be implemented and would like 
to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who took the time to join us in 
opposing these plans.

Derek Connery,
Chief executive,
Bid4Oban Ltd.

Government must get 
payments to farmers
Sir,
The central belt-obsessed SNP’s 
inability to guarantee vital farm 
payments for next year is an insult to 
hard-working farmers across Scot-
land. 

Rural Economy and Connectivity 
Secretary Fergus Ewing said in a re-
cent ministerial statement that 80 per 
cent loans will be offered because the 
flawed IT system cannot be trusted to 
deliver funds on time. 

Offers of loans will come as little 
comfort to farmers who are already 
facing up to a record level of debt of 
£2.2 billion. That’s why £40 million in 
payments are still outstanding for this 
year, which are now nine months late.

The SNP should spend a lot less time 
holding press conferences on indyref2 
and a lot more time making sure our 
farmers get their payments on time. 

The SNP has lost the confidence of 
our farming sector. 

Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Have fun learning to 
read maps at Scouts
Sir,
Statistics have been released by Ord-
nance Survey which show that 40 per 
cent of people questioned did not feel 
confident with reading a paper map. 

New technology means that we are 
reliant on satnavs and the GPS on 
our phones but in some of Scotland’s 
most beautiful landscapes you might 
struggle to get a signal that you can 
rely on. Not only that but technology 
is expensive and what happens if the 

battery runs out or if you get it wet? 
Also navigating your way home using 
a map is a challenge and requires 
problem-solving skills – there’s no fun 
in simply switching on a phone and it 
telling you how to get home.  

Week in, week out at Scouts 
Scotland, we progressively teach our 
young people to develop the skills 
that they need to navigate and explore 
their own community. 

This can be through map reading, 
using a compass, learning about the 
stars and co-ordinates but it also 
teaches them problem-solving and 
team-building skills. This is then built 
upon and developed throughout their 
Scouting career as they go on expedi-
tions at home and abroad.

As well as this, at our National 
Activity Centre, we introduce young 
people, Scouts and non-Scouts, to 
basic map reading through our ori-
enteering sessions. This usually starts 
indoors where they draw a plan of the 
dining hall and then use their plan/
map to find a route through the tables 
and chairs. 

Then, building on the skills learned 
indoors, they are given a map of the 
centre with orienteering markers 
to go and find. It’s challenging but 
fun and the kids love it. But we also 
deliver training right up to advanced 
mountain navigation.

With National Map Reading Week 
taking place from October 17 to 23, 
we hope that more people will try to 
increase their map reading skills as 
it’s a fun and challenging life skill 
which benefits everyone from young 
to old and Scouts is an excellent way 
to do this. 

Graeme Luke,
Head of Scouting Operations,
Scouts Scotland.

Let’s � ght to make 
our streets safer
 Sir,
A report published last week shows 
that Britain has more pedestrian 
deaths per head of population than 
other leading countries. 

The report from PACTS (the 
Parliamentary Advisory Council for 
Transport Safety) shows that, while 
Britain compares favourably with 
other countries for all road deaths, 
pedestrian deaths are higher.

It’s depressing to read that deaths 
among pedestrians are noticeably 
greater in Britain. Streets are where 
we live, work, play and socialise. We 
would like to see targets for reducing 
road casualties reintroduced. Such 
targets operated under successive 
governments from 1987-2010 and 
proved effective.

Road danger has far-reaching public 
health consequences as it discourages 
people from being active. Investment 
from the government to make our 
streets fit for walking will reduce 
health service costs in the long-term 
by helping us create a walking nation, 
free from congested roads and pollu-
tion, reducing the risk of preventable 
illness and social isolation.

Tompion Platt, 
Head of policy, Living Streets.

There was widespread cheer for 
the photograph published on last 
week’s front page of the new zebra 
crossing near the new Lidl super-
market in Oban.
Stan Morris wrote: ‘Ha Ha brilliant, I 
actually bought The Oban Times online 
to have a copy of this - no messing with 
the oldsters, blamed women drivers if 
you read the full article, ooyah. My wee 
mammy at the back of the queue, and 
spokesperson but the sound of it!’
Margaret Morris said: ‘Aww my lovely 
mother-in-law (one with walking stick 
and sun glasses) Love and miss her, but 
will see her soon!’

Davie Walker groaned: ‘The crossing 
was causing tailbacks at 1.30pm, when 
the kids were heading back to school.’

Catherine Farlow praised: ‘Brilliant 
photo right outside my mum’s house; 
this was badly needed!’

LATHA fiadhaich eile air an taobh 
an iar is mi a’ sgrìobhadh seo, agus 
feumaidh mi a ràdh gur e eachdraidh 
aimsire car mì-fhortanach a th’ air a 
bhith agam ag obair air an t-seann 
dachaigh san Eilean Sgitheanach. 

Ach nuair a tha obair fada bhuat 
agus tu cuideachd an eisimeil dhaoine 
nach eil saor ach aig deireadh seach-
daine, feumaidh tu ceann-latha a chur 
romhad agus a bhith beò an dòchas a 
thaobh sìde. 

Ged a bha an aimsir measgaichte 
dhomh thar na h-obrach gu ruige seo, 
tha mi air a bhith air leth fortanach 
às na càirdean is caraidean a th’ air a 
bhith gam chuideachadh leis an obair, 
agus a dh’aindeoin gaoth is uisge 
an-diugh tha mo bhràthair-cèile agus 
mo mhac a-muigh a’ clachaireachd! 

Cha tèid an t-uisge nas fhaide nan 
craiceann thuirt iad uile is an dìle air 
tighinn oirnn an latha a bha mi air 
an concrait òrdachadh airson an làir! 
Cha robh dol às againn an latha sin a 
bharrachd ach stialladh oirnn, uisge 
ann neo às, agus gu fortanach cha do 
dh’fhuiling an obair cron mòr sam 
bith. 

Ach tha mi a’ smaoineachadh 

an-dràsta air cho mì-fhortanach ’s a 
tha an tionndadh aimsire seo dhan  
sgioba a tha san Loch a Tuath far 
cladach Leòdhais is feum sònraichte 
acasan air co-dhiù trithead is sia uair 
a thìde de chiùin airson a’ chlàr-ola 
Transocean Winner a thogail air bòrd 
an t-soithich iongantaich OHT Hawk 
a ghiùlaineas i air falbh airson a cur 
às a chèile. 

Tha e tàmailteach da-rìribh nach 
robh comas aig na h-Eileanan Siar air 
obair-brisidh a’ chruinn fhaotainn, oir 
bha e air cosnaidhean air leth feumail 
a chruthachadh. 

Le dùil ri mòran den t-seòrsa obrach 
seo às na bliadhnaichean a tha tighinn 
saoilidh mi gum bu chòir làraich a 
dheisealachadh air an taobh an iar a 
bheir cothrom san fharpais airson nan 
cùmhnantan luachmhor sin. 

Agus nach biodh e fìor mhath 
nan gabhadh dòigh faotainn gus an 
cumhachd a tha ga chruthachadh 
à muilnean-gaoithe cur an sàs gus 
gnìomhachas ùr a thàladh  chun an iar, 
’s dòcha le connadh nas saoire. 

Tha gnìomhachas na h-ola air bith-

beò a chumail ri iomadh teaghlach 
thar nam bliadhnaichean ach le crìon-
adh ann an obair na roinne tha cuisean 
a’ fàs nas duilghe agus cosnaidhean gu 
bhith nas dorra am faotainn fiù ’s dhan 
fheadhainn a tha deònach siubhal air 
falbh. 

Cha robh siubhal gu cosnadh riamh 
na annas dha na Gàidheil ach nach 
bu mhath nan tigeadh leithid obair 
a bhith toirt chruinn-ola às a chèile 
cothrom air cosnaidhean na b’ fhaisge 
air an dachaigh. 

AS I write stormy weather further 
complicates the loading of the dam-
aged rig Transocean Winner onto 
massive OHT Hawk in Broad Bay on 
Lewis.

It is disappointing that the west coast 
was unable to secure this dismantling 
contract and with growth in this sector 
it would seem sensible to prepare 
appropriate sites to enable the area to 
compete as more traditional oil sector 
employment shrinks.  

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

First annual Eriskay 
Gathering sells out 
IN AN era when so many island asso-
ciations in Glasgow are celebrating big 
anniversaries, it is funny to think the 
lovely island of Eriskay has never had 
a gathering of its own. 

At 9pm on October 28, that will 
all change as Glasgow University 
Union plays host to the first Annual 
Eriskay Gathering - an event which, 
remarkably, sold out two months prior 
to the date. People joked that for such 
a small island a phone box would have 
been a sufficiently large venue for the 
gathering, so to sell out the Glasgow 
University Union is a fantastic 
achievement.

It all began when Maria Donaldson, 
Neil MacKinnon and Don MacDonald 
met up to organise an event to bring 
together the people of Eriskay from 
far and wide. Such an event has often 
been spoken about over the years 
- although mostly only at family occa-
sions, with no further action. Things 
have progressed in recent months and, 
consequently, those plans have now 
become a reality. After setting up an 
events page on social media, tickets 
for the event sold out quickly. This 
response has been described by the 
committee as ‘overwhelming’. It seems 
that families from and connected to 

Eriskay are taking this opportunity 
to catch up with old neighbours and 
friends and to enjoy a great night of 
dancing to the fantastic music of their 
own Eriskay Lilt. 

Heron Valley hit        
the charts
ARGYLL band Heron Valley released 
a new single last week called ‘Home’ 
and it is doing very well. 

It reached number 26 in the iTunes 
singer/songwriter chart and its ac-
companying music video has amassed 
more than 162,000 views on Facebook. 
After recording the single, the band 
thought they would go all out and do 
something extraordinary for the music 
video. 

So they climbed a mountain in the 
very early hours of the morning to 
capture the best possible footage as 
the day developed. It certainly makes 

for compelling viewing and the song is 
a cracker. Many of the band are based 
in Glasgow and can often be found 
playing in the Park Bar. 

What’s on
Friday October 28: Glasgow Uist 
and Barra Association Ceilidh in 
the Crawford Hall, Beith Street. The 
First Eriskay Annual Gathering in the 
Glasgow University Union. Saturday 
October 29: Glasgow Skye Association 
Marag Supper, Crawford Hall, Beith 
Street, 7.30pm.

Pub scene 
Park Bar: Friday September 30: 
Eriskay Lilt. Saturday October 1: 
Scott Harvey. Sunday October 2: 
Robert Robertson. Islay Inn. Fri-
day September 30: Crooked Reel. 
Saturday October 1: Blind Panik.
Wednesday October 5: quiz night. 

Eriskay will celebrate its � rst annual gathering in Glasgow next month.

WE NEED to change the way we think about rubbish.
Just because we cannot see our old waste once it 

leaves the outside of our homes does not mean it does 
not exist.

It is a subject that manages to get lots of comment. 
But are we taking the problem seriously enough from 
an environmental perspective?

Argyll and Bute Council has said it is not planning 
to offer any education on the use of the bin - that is 
a bit concerning. Will things change if we don’t think 
differently.

The council has previously said it is not even thinking 
about the recycling of foods. Argyll and Bute Council 
has said it will offer extra green bins to those who have 
users of disposable nappies and other soiled items.

And anyone who wants one can get an extra blue bin.
Are we not missing the point? Will anything ever 

change if we don’t start to reduce our rubbish?
We are using too much stuff that needs to be thrown 

out. We need to stop and think about our consumption.
But time will tell if the plan works without the need 

for re-education. 
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SCHOOLS are out forever in 
Fort William – or out of their 
former campus at least.

Pupils from Caol Primary were 
last week enjoying a few days 
of rest as they prepared for the 
move to their new state-of-the-
art school on Monday this week.

The building itself may only 
be a stone’s throw away from 
the former primary but it was 
still an emotional farewell to 
the classrooms and corridors 
where memories were made and 
education careers commenced.

Children enjoyed games, 
including ‘Blink Murder’, held a 
special assembly and had a final 
party last Wednesday Septem-
ber 21 before moving into the 
£16 million site.  

They are sharing it with St 
Columba’s, Caol, which com-
prises the former Lochyside 
RC school which last year 
amalgamated with Fort William 
RC primary, also known as St 
Mary’s.

LAST week saw the start of the 
heats for the Lochaber Rotary 
Club Young Chef competition. 

Marine Harvest is again spon-
soring the event, which includes 
children from Kinlochleven, 
Ardnamurchan, Mallaig and 
Lochaber High School.

Rebecca Martin, head teacher 
at Kinlochleven, said: ‘Becky 
Bashir from Marine Harvest, 
along with Sheena MacGruer, 
who represented the rotary, and 
chef Brian Hume had the difficult 

job of judging at Kinlochleven 
High School, eventually deciding 
on Abbie Malcolm (S5), who 
made a korma chicken curry and 
a delicious pineapple upside down 
cake, and Rhiona McLauchlan 
(S4), who made chicken fajitas 
and chocolate brownies with 
homemade chocolate sauce.

‘Congratulations to both who 
will now go through to the 
Young Chef final being held in 
Mallaig High School on Octo-
ber 4.’

Abbie Malcolm, left, and Rhiona McLauchlan.

Spice girls take title 
at chef competition

Clubs’ cash windfall
A TOTAL of 27 groups and 
clubs from across Lochaber are 
celebrating winning a share of 
£30,000 – thanks to the backing 
of their community.

Just under 2,000 people 
had their say on how valuable 
funding should be distributed 
around various projects as part 
of the ‘your voice, your choice’ 
initiative. 

The 71 eligible bids were put to 
a public vote from 9am on Mon-
day September 12 to 11.45pm 
on Sunday September 18, and 

the successful bidders were 
revealed last week by Voluntary 
Action Lochaber.

Ranging from £50 to £1,500, 
the money will go towards im-
proving access to a Fort William 
swimming pool, the purchase of 
music equipment in Ardnamur-
chan, skiing lessons for pupils 
in Mallaig and for equipment 
and hall hire for baby groups in 
Kinlochleven, among others.

The full list of winners and 
awards can be seen at http://
valochaber.org/yvyc.

Robert Gosling plays detective in the game of ‘Blink Murder’ with fellow pupils at Caol Primary. Picture: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

All change as 
schools move

Triathlon races to success
SLOW and steady won the race 
for Lundavra in this year’s inter-
primary triathlon as the school 
were crowned overall champions. 

A total of 19 primaries from 
Lochaber entered the triathlon 
event, which was sponsored by 
No Fuss Events and organised 
by High Life Highland staff at 
Lochaber Leisure Centre, Active 
Schools and PE teachers.

Each of the schools sent a team 
of three – one swimmer, one 
cyclist and one runner.  

The race kicked off with a 200m 
swim at Lochaber Pool. Evie-Jay 
Clark crushed her time from last 
year of 3.03 and completed the 
challenge in 2.42.

The second phase took place 
at Braveheart car park where 
the bikers tackled a 4km ride. 
The cyclists set off according 
to their team’s swim time, with 
Inverlochy heading out first. Cory 
Muir of Banavie took the fastest 
time in this leg, completing the 
route in 9.43. He was followed by 
Cameron Bungey from Strontian 
(10.04), with Finn O’Rourke from 
Arisaig in third (10.22).

Then came the run up the path 
out of Braveheart, towards the 
Saltire rock on Cow Hill before 
dropping back to the leisure 
centre. Ryan Wilson of Caol just 
pipped Connor Cameron on the 
line in times of 10.42 and 10.43 
respectively. In third and not far 
behind was Murdo Shaw who 
completed the run in 11.15.

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Team and individual winners from the inter-primary triathlon.
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Across

7 Symbol for a long sounding vowel (6)

8 Makes happier... (6)

9 ...or dour (4)

10 Not absolute (8)

11 Dark looks (7)

13 Chicken (5)

15 Lock of hair (5)

16 Witnesses (7)

18 Chinese restaurant for refeshment (8)

19 Do ___ others as... (4)

21 Induce a witness to commit perjury (6)

22 Countenance (6)

Down

1 Give - bad marks? (4)

2 Place of learning for youngsters (7,6)

3 Chaos (7)

4 Frostily (5)

5 The art of throwing words where they 
don't appear to be? (13)

6 Supplied (8)

12 Stressed (6,2)

14 Keep some back in this (7)

17 Bright (5)

20 Roman garb (4)
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The King of Scottish 
Music Broadcasting
THE MOST distinctive voice 
on Scottish Radio will bring 
pleasure and warmth to our 
Saturday evenings no longer.  
On the 17th of September, 
Robbie Shepherd presented his 
last ever Take the Floor.  This 
marked the end of a 35-year 
journey from broadcasting 
novice to radio legend.  

Many excellent biograph-
ical articles, interviews and 
documentaries have given 
comprehensive and fascinating 
insight into Robbie’s career, 
so I will steer away from this 
and give some thought to the 
attributes that made him such 
a good broadcaster and why 
he is held in such high regard 
by listeners, colleagues and 
contributors.    

 
A voice of distinction
As soon as you heard his voice 
on the radio there was abso-
lutely no ambiguity as to whom 
you were listening.  His bright, 
tuneful timbre coupled with 
his articulate delivery in the 
characteristic strong regional 
accent of Aberdeenshire made 
him instantly identifiable.    
This was not always to his 
advantage and it is well known 
that at the early stages of his 
career there was considerable 
objection to such a provincial 
accent being heard on the BBC.  

Thankfully this short-sight-
edness did not prevail and 
over time this voice became 
synonymous with the music of 
Scotland.

Authenticity
I first met Robbie when I was a 
student and spent a week’s work 
experience placement in the 
Take the Floor and Reel Blend 
headquarters up in Aberdeen. 
I had been listening to him all 
my life and was understand-
ably star-struck when being 
introduced.  He immediately 
put me at ease with his warmth 
and welcome.  I was struck 
by the extent to which he was 
exactly the same off air as he 
was on.  It was obvious that 
what you heard on the radio 
was the genuine article and 
not an act.  Like most of the 
best presenters, when they are 
broadcasting, their persona is 
a clear extension of themselves 
and not conjured for effect.  

Energy
His high energy levels are 
obvious when you hear him 
and even more so when you 
meet him.  He can command 
a room full of dancers like 
a circus ringmaster, but in 
the nicest possible way.  This 
energy comes straight through 
the airwaves and into people’s 
living rooms as soon as his 

voice is heard.  Given that most 
of the years I have known him 
he had been well in advance of 
normal retrial age this energy is 
even more notable.  I remember 
a great day together when 
he came out to Tiree for an 
outside broadcast with Skip-
innish. After a late night doing 
the Take Floor recording, 
we had an early start to take 
him to Skerryvore Lighthouse 
to do a feature for The Reel 
Blend.  On the steam back to 
Tiree, a bottle of Jura whisky 
was cracked open then Robbie 
and the BBC crew shared a few 
drams.  The craic was good 
but as we neared Scarinish 
most of the team were sleepy 
after a long day.  Not Robbie 
a’ bhalaich! As soon as we tied 
up, he was off the boat, up with 
breeks and paddling around the 
harbour and having a great laugh 
like a youngster on holiday! 

Warm thoughtfulness
A really nice touch and a 
reflection of his consideration 
for others, was that after every 
broadcast he always phoned or 
e-mailed just to thank the band 
for contributing.  It was a small 
gesture but it meant a lot and 
adds considerably to the very 
good feeling Skipinnish and so 
many others have for this man 
who is undoubtedly the King of 
Scottish Music Broadcasting.

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
Kilmore and Oban 

Parish Church Guild
COFFEE 

MORNING
on Saturday 1st October 

2016
in Church Centre
10am - 12noon

Admission by donation

Oban Music Society
Piano recital by 
prize-winning 

Daniel Lebhardt
St John’s Cathedral, 

Oban, 3pm
Sunday 2 October

Tickets £10, under 18 
free at the door

OBAN U3A
Tuesday 4th October 2016 at 

10.30am
Studio Theatre and cafe area, 

Corran Halls, Oban
This is our monthly meeting. 
Do come for a cup of coffee/

tea and a chat.
This is an opportunity to meet 

the committee and some of 
the Group Leaders and hear 
about the Group’s activities.

FORT WILLIAM ACCORDION 
& FIDDLE CLUB
Musical Evening

on Tuesday, 4 October, 2016 at 7.30 pm
GUEST ARTISTS:
Robert Nairn Trio     

Railway Club Inverlochy
All Welcome

Admission £5.00 … Tea & Raffle 
Extra

IN THE EVENT OF A LAST MINUTE 
CANCELLATION BY ANY GUEST 
ARTIST THE COMMITTEE WILL
FIND AN ALTERNATIVE ARTIST

Oban Accordion 
and Fiddle Club

First night of the season
Thursday 6th October 2016

7.30pm
Royal Hotel
Guest Artist:

Seamus O’Sullivan
Admission £4
All Welcome!

MARSAC FESTIVAL PLAYERS
6.30pm Thursday 6 October 2016

Crear, Kilberry, by Tarbert,  PA29 6YD 
Alasdair Beatson, Scottish pianist  

Helena Winkelman, Swiss violinist & composer
Manuel Hofer, Austrian violist     Chiara Enderle, Swiss cellist

Tim Crawford, English violinist      Jãnis Tretjuks, Latvian clarinetist 

Tickets in advance: £20 including refreshments. 
Free entry for school children

T 0141 221 0066    www.crear.co.uk

More pics from the 2016 Barra Mod

Muireann Dalton from 
Glasgow Gaelic School, 
who won the recitation 
competition for under 

13s. t40barra4

Sine MacLeod from 
South Uist took part in 
various competitions 

during the day. t40barra3

Chanter player, and 
recitation entrant and 
part-time shop-keeper 

extraordinaire Anna 
MacLean from Sgoil 
Bhagh a’ Chaisteil. 

t40barra10

Aithne MacDougall 
from Isle of Barra. 

t40barra12

Mairead Galbraith from 
Castlebay Primary 

School. t40barra11

Rachael Sinclair of 
Castlebay Primary 
School, who came 

second in the recitation 
competition for under 

13s. t40barra29

Molly Steele from 
Sgoil Dhalabroig, who 
received 90 marks for 

Gaelic. t40barra5

Coisir Sgoil Dhalabroig won the puirt a beul under 13 compeition. t40barra19Castlebay Primary School, Sgoil Bhàgh a’ Chaisteil won the choral unison under 13 competition. t40barra18

A very smart-looking 
Niall MacLellan of Sgoil 

Dhalabroig. t40barra9

Catriona MacLeod from 
the Isle of Barra. t40barra7

Lucy Lindsay from Sgoil 
Dhalabroig, who took 
part in many competi-

tions. t40barra6

Eva Lowe and Seumas Lowe, who gave a winning 
and convincing performance in the under 13s duet 

competition. The pair are from Sgoil Bhaile  a’ 
Mhanaich. They had Gaelic marks of 92/100 and 

music marks were 89/100. t40 barra 1_seamus and eva lowe

Recitation competitor Anna MacNeil and wee 
brother Calum are the children of Lisa MacNeil, 

formerly of Croft Road in Oban. t40 barra2

Family members from left to right: Comghall 
Macleod with Ruairidh and Aoife, who took part in 
various competitions throughout the day. t40barra8
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Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Friday 30 September - Thursday 6 October
A GOOD AMERICAN | 15 | 121 MIN
Mon: 18:30
A GOOD AMERICAN is a documentary about US intelligence 
analysts who claim their surveillance software could have 
prevented the 9/11 terror attacks.

BRIDGET JONES’S BABY | 15 | 145 MIN
Fri: 18:30, 21:00, Sat: 18:15, 19:15, Sun: 14:15, 19:30, Mon: 
18:30, 20:45, Tue: 16:30, 18:45, Wed: 16:30, 18:30, Thu: 18:30, 
21:00
Parent and baby screening: Tue: 11:30
The continuing adventures of British publishing executive 
Bridget Jones as she enters her 40s.

CAPTAIN FANTASTIC | 15 | 138 MIN
Fri: 18:30, Sat: 16:30, Sun: 17:00, Mon: 21:00, Tue: 21:15, Wed: 
21:00, Thu: 18:30
In the forests of the Paci� c Northwest, a father devoted to 
raising his six kids with a rigorous physical and intellectual 
education is forced to leave his paradise and enter the world, 
challenging his idea of what it means to be a parent.

HELL OR HIGH WATER | 15 | 122 MIN
Fri: 21:00, Sun: 16:45, Thu: 21:00
In HELL OR HIGH WATER, two brothers, Toby  and Tanner, 
go on a calculated bank robbery spree that puts them on a 
collision course with a West Texas Ranger determined to take 
them down.

HUNT FOR THE WILDERPEOPLE | 12A | 121 MIN
Fri: 16:15, Sat: 14:15, Sun: 12:00, Mon: 16:15, Tue: 16:30, Wed, 
Thu: 16:15  
Hunt for the Wilderpeople is a hilarious and heartfelt adven-
ture based on Barry Crump`s novel, ‘ Wild Pork & Watercress`. 
Ricky is a de� ant young city kid who � nds himself on the run 
with his grumpy foster uncle. A national manhunt ensues 
and the two are forced to work together to survive.

KIDS CLUB: THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS | U | 120 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Taking place in a Manhattan apartment building, Max’s life 
as a favourite pet is turned upside down, when his owner 
brings home a sloppy mongrel named Duke. 

NINE LIVES | PG | 107 MIN
Fri: 16:30, Sat: 12:00, 16:15, Sun: 12:15, Mon: 16:15, Thu: 16:30
Tom Brand is a daredevil company billionaire but Tom’s 
workaholic lifestyle has disconnected him from his family, 
particularly his beautiful wife Lara and his adoring daughter 
Rebecca. Rebecca’s 11th birthday is here, and she wants 
the gift she wants every year, a cat. His GPS directs him to a 
mystical pet store brimming with odd and exotic cats- where 
the store’s eccentric owner- Felix Perkins, presents him 
with a majestic tomcat, named Mr. Fuzzypants. Enroute to 
his daughter’s party, Tom has a terrible accident. When he 
regains consciousness he discovers that somehow, he has 
become trapped inside the body of the cat. Adopted by his 
own family, he begins to experience what life is truly like...

SILVER SCREEN - CAFÉ SOCIETY | 12A | 116 MIN
Sun: 14:30
Set in the 1930s, a young Bronx native moves to Hollywood 
where he falls in love with the secretary of his powerful 
uncle, an agent to the stars. After returning to New York he is 
swept up in the vibrant world of high society nightclub life.

THE AUSTRALIAN BALLET: THE SLEEPING BEAUTY 
| 145 MIN
Tue: 19:15
In a supernatural world of good and evil, Princess Aurora 
becomes cursed by a sorcerer on her sixteenth birthday, 
but by some fast thinking by The Lilac Fairy she falls into a 
deep sleep and is saved from death. One day, a lonely Prince 
searches for his true love and awakens the princess with a 
kiss. Be swept into a world of magical fairies and bluebirds 
with Aurora and her Prince, as they dance their way through 
rose gardens and Imperial Courts, to Tchaikovsky’s enchant-
ing score to celebrate their love. 

WAR DOGS | 15 | 134 MIN
Sat: 21:00, Sun: 19:00
The true story of two young men, David Packouz and Efraim 
Diveroli, who won a $300 million contract from the Penta-
gon to arm America’s allies in Afghanistan.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott
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malt OF 
THE month

Black Bush Irish Whiskey
40 ABV
Approximately £24

I WAS drinking a wee bottle of 
Black Bush Irish Whiskey with a 

friend Mr Chappers.
Chappers has recently achieved 
a life-long ambition of moving to 
the west.
He is from the north himself, that 
is the north of Ireland and thus the 
Black Bush.
Aside from some very immature 
gawfahs at the name, I relaxed to 
take a nip.
It was surprisingly smooth - and it 
has a wee bit of history.
Just like Chappers and myself, 
we have a wee bit of history, 
we met on the distant shores of 
Iona many moons ago. We were 
putting on a production of Grease 
in the cloisters of Iona Abbey.
Poor Chappers had a part and was 
able to show o�  his outstanding 
singing voice.

He then met and fell in love 
with Chippers, as I like to call his 
partner, who was also a friend of 
mine from her childhood.
They had a wonderful wedding in 
a village hall in the Ross of Mull.
Black Bush featured heavily in 
every celebration.
I like the whiskey. But as you know 
I am a bit of a west coast whisky 
snob and you just can’t beat a 
Scottish dram.
But Black Bush makes it on to 
my list as it reminds me of great 
nights out with Chippers and 
Chappers and their two little 
Chaplings. 

 Louise Glen 

KERRIE’S Tyres 
Service owner Kerrie 
Galbraith and her 
team of fitters are all 
set to provide free in-
struction in tyre safety 
and fitting - after the 
majority of her female 
customers admitted 
they wouldn’t know 
where to start.

Oban-based Kerrie’s 
Tyre Services is holding 
her second ever Ladies 
Day to give female 

drivers instruction in 
changing a wheel, tyre 
safety and basic checks 
for underneath the 
bonnet on Saturday, 
October 1 between 
noon and 4pm in Oban.

With help from 
Homebase Oban, 
and Micheldever and 
Vredestein tyres, 
among other suppliers, 
Kerrie’s Tyre Service  
will provide an intro-
duction to basic en-

gine fluids checks (oil, 
water and hydraulic) 
and tyre safety advice 
and information.

Kerrie explained: 
‘My dad was a farmer, 
so I’ve been in about 
engines and tyres from 
the age of five. I later 
started employment as 
an office receptionist 
at National Tyres, but 
I found this boring, 
which is why I took to 
the tools.

‘But I know that most 
women don’t have that 
kind of experience so 
the aim of our Ladies 
Day is to help women to 
keep themselves safe on 
the road.

‘This will include 
demonstrations and 
hands-on practise in 
changing a wheel. 

‘Drivers rarely stop 
these days to help 
anyone at the side of 
the road – so our aim is 

to teach female drivers 
to help themselves with 
basic beneath-the-bon-
net checks and how to 
deal with a flat tyre at 
the road side.

‘With the weather we 
have in Argyll and the 
islands, it’s important 
that all drivers – male 
or female – can do the 
basics to cope with 
the unexpected and to 
carry out basic precau-
tionary engine checks.’

Kerrie aims to provide the tools for 
female drivers to check their own cars

Stornoway Mòd 
to welcome 
annual lecture

Gaelic in centre stage 

THE ANNUAL An-
gus Macleod Memorial 
Lecture will be given 
this year by the deputy 
first minister of the 
Scottish Government, 
John Swinney MSP.

The lecture will take 
place on Wednesday 
October 19 at 3.30pm 
in the CnES Council 
Chamber, Sandwick 
Road, Stornoway, 
during Royal National 
Mòd week. Appropri-
ately, the topic of the 
lecture will be ‘The 
Place of Gaelic in a 
Modern Scotland’. 

In addition to his oth-
er responsibilities, Mr 
Swinney has Cabinet 
responsibility for Gael-
ic policy and the lecture 
will be an opportunity 
to hear how the deputy 
first minister sees the 
future of the language 
and Gaelic-speaking 
communities amidst 
the many challenges 
they face. There will 
also be an opportunity 
to put questions to the 
minister.

The prestigious 
annual lecture com-
memorates the life 
and work of the late 
Angus ‘Ease’ Macleod 
MBE of South Lochs, 
and is organised by the 

Islands Book Trust and 
Comunn Eachdraidh 
na Pairc in conjunction 
with Angus Macleod’s 
family. 

While the lecture 
normally takes place 
in Lochs, it is being 
moved to Stornoway 
this year to coincide 
with the Mòd.

Welcoming the an-
nouncement, Alasdair 
MacEachen, chairman 
of the Book Trust, said:

‘It is a huge honour 
for us that the Deputy 
First Minister has 
agreed to give this 
year’s lecture, and 
on a subject of great 
interest to visitors to 
the Mòd as well as lo-
cal people. Admission 
is free and we look 
forward to welcoming 
a large audience to the 
council chamber for 
this special event. All 
are most welcome to 
come along. 

‘Please put the date in 
your diary.’

For further informa-
tion, please contact 
John Randall at john.
lemreway@ta l k ta l k .
net or phone 01851 
880365, or Eliza-
beth McGowan on 
liz17263@yahoo.co.uk 
or 01851 700239.

A NEW movement theatre 
piece will be performed at the 
Citizens Theatre in Glasgow 
on Friday 23 and Saturday 24 
September at 7.30pm as part of 
an ongoing project exploring 
the music of Pìobaireachd/ 
Pibroch and the traditions of 
the Scottish highland bagpipes 
and Ceòl Mòr. 

Pibroch Field has been cre-
ated by playwright Iain Finlay 
MacLeod and director and 
choreographer Struan Leslie, 

who have been working with 
scholars, pipers and fellow 
artists Iain MacRae and Na-
talie  McCleary, in a project 
which began by examining the 
musical and physical rhythms 
of this evocative musical 
tradition.  

This new performance is part 
of a series of an ongoing series 
of Gaelic works-in-progress 
programmed by Glasgow Life.

On November Friday 4 and 
Saturday 5 November at 8pm at 

the Glad Café, Glasgow-based 
theatre maker and performer 
Martin O’Connor will give a 
solo spoken word performance, 
Building a Nation.

This piece explores the in-
dustrial expansion of Glasgow 
alongside attitudes to tradition, 
cultural identity and margin-
alized voices, and includes 
a soundscape of recorded 
conversations, with people 
from across the country dis-
cussing personal relationships 

to their own voice and ways of 
speaking. Councillor Archie 
Graham, OBE, Chair of Glas-
gow Life, said: ‘A centuries’ 
old style of Scottish Highland 
music and Glasgow’s industrial 
past are fascinating starting 
points for these new works.

Both are on-going explo-
rations from leading artists, 
bringing contemporary Gaelic 
work to the stage, continuing 
and developing rich traditions 
of music and language.’

Enquiries@arisaighotel.co.uk

01687 450210
www.opentable.co.uk/baywater-restaurant

Baywater Restaurant
at The Arisaig Hotel

Main Road, Arisaig, Highland PH39 4NH

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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THE Isle of Easdale hosted its 
20th World Stone Skimming 
Championships on Sunday, when 
hundreds of skimmers hoped ‘gi’e 
it their all and hit the back wall’. 

The island’s ferrymen sailed con-
stantly back and forth between long 
queues on Ellenabeich and Easdale 
piers, and the full quota of 350 skim-
mers registered well before the 1pm 
deadline. Most travelled many miles 
for three shots and glory across the 
deep black pools of the flooded 
slate quarry. Competitors pick three 
skimming stones, either from the 
billions littering the island’s beaches 
or from pre-picked bucketfuls, 
rigorously tested for size through a 
metal hoop.

O nc e launched from 
t h e slate stage, a 

stone must 
b o u n c e 
t h r e e 

times, within the two lines of 
buoys, for the distance to be meas-
ured. A group of friends, dressed 
as Pokemon pikachus, perched 
on crags between the quarry and 
splashing Atlantic waves to judge 
distances thrown. The goal, ‘the 
back wall’, lies 61 and a half metres 
away. If many challengers hit the 
back wall, the winner is decided by 
a three-stone ‘toss off’.

The day presented far from 
the perfect flat calm conditions, 
said one far-travelled competitor, 
Dutch landscape architect Hans 
Eshuys, who came second in the 
last European Stone Skimming 
Championships in Holland. ‘Today 
it needs to be a heavy stone, to 
break the waves,’ he said, testing 
the wind. ‘It’s the hardest circum-
stance. The waves are lifting up 
the stones. It’s important to throw 
it with spin, and you have to throw 

straight – not down, and not up. 
It’s like golf: it’s not the force, it’s 
the swing. I have never hit the back 
wall. I’m curious if someone hits it. 

‘I train once a week: I just go to the 
beach and throw stones. I make them 
out of concrete, because in Holland 
we don’t have skimming stones.’ In 
fact an organiser of the European 
championships, Hans said, fills his 
Land Rover full of Easdale slate for 
the Dutch competition.

‘They are the best natural skim-
ming stones,’ agreed Paul Crabtree 
from Gloucestershire, who also 
sourced Easdale slate for May’s 
Welsh Open Stone Skimming 
Championships and a Guinness 
World Record attempt for the 
longest skim. ‘Dougie Isaacs – 
he’s always the man to beat,’ he 
said. ‘He is the world distance 
holder, at 107.4m. He’s been the 
champion here seven times, almost 

consecutively. He uses Perthshire 
river stones. It’s such an individual 
choice: you have to find a happy 
medium between material, weight 
and size. With the conditions 
today, the person who hits the back 
wall will probably win.’

Skimmers, of varying standards, 
sported tricks of their own, such as 
wetting their stones in the sea ‘for 
extra weight and decreasing the 
friction on the first bounce’. Some 
rocks kerplunked loudly rather 
than sliding gracefully over the 
water, while others landed inches 
away in the inflatable boat beside 
announcer Donald Melville in his 
tiny, insufficient shelter against 
occasional showers.

A cormorant, perhaps fooled into 
thinking splashes were fish, made 
repeated brave if suicidal forays 
into the danger zone, ducking be-
neath the waves if a stone came too 

close, and emerging tens of metres 
away at a distance most skimmers 
could only dream of hitting.

The British Army Skimming 
Team, under the motto ‘He who 
dares skims’, fared ‘distinctly 
averagely’, but remained ‘the 
forces’ champions – by default’. In 
the ladies’ section, the Swiss stone 
skimming champion, 20-year-old 
Nina Luginbühl, fell 40m short of 
her 75m winning skim at Ermatin-
gen this year, but came in Easdale’s 
top three. Anticipation rose as 
Lucy Wood, the reigning female 
world champion, stepped up. Her 
40m shot secured her fourth title. 
‘I’ve always thrown stuff,’ said the 
37-year-old London project man-
ager and Sussex cricketer: ‘There 
were no steroids – just caffeine.’

In the men’s class, a stone 
skimmed by Dougie Isaacs from 
Blairgowrie passed the last buoy 

at 61m, but sank within inches of 
the back wall. Yet his was the day’s 
farthest skim, crowning him world 
champ for the eighth time. ‘The 
world title is really the prize,’ he 
said. ‘You just have to throw them 
hard. You have to hit the right 
angle on the water. It’s just power 
after that.’ Hans came third, with 
56m. ‘I’m quite satisfied,’ he said: 
‘I’m third in the world.’ 

Emerging from his scoring hut, 
Donald Melville ‘concluded the 
tossing for the day’ by skimming a 
stone 47m, winning him the Melville 
Cup – a tankard on a plank – con-
tested every year between him and 
Steve Melville from Perth, who 
was dressed as Oor Wullie. Donald 
thanked all those who helped 
organise the event and took part, as 
he retired from many years of organ-
ising, but he will remain the face of 
Esdale’s world championship.

slate stage, a 
stone must 
b o u n c e 
t h r e e 

break the waves,’ he said, testing 
the wind. ‘It’s the hardest circum-
stance. The waves are lifting up 
the stones. It’s important to throw 
it with spin, and you have to throw 

t h e slate stage, a 
stone must 
b o u n c e 
t h r e e 

16_T40_stone skimming 2016_01_Donald Melville's 47m 
skim

16_T40_stone skimming 2016_10_Neil Fraser heads 
home to Oban after winning the locals' cup

16_T40_stone skimming 2016_12_World champ Dougie 
Isaacs celebrates with his girlfriend Tracey McDonald

16_T40_stone 
skimming 

2016_06_Lucy 
Wood female world 

champion

Jura jumps to 
sounds of music 
and craic at 
annual festival

Far from perfect 
conditions fail to 
deter seven times 
world  champ 
from taking eighth 
distance title

THE 23rd Jura Music Festival has been hailed as 
an ‘incredible’ weekend, despite the challenging 
weather, starting with a ‘brilliant’ jam-packed locals’ 
concert on Friday.

The sold-out Saturday night grand concert kicked 
off with master of ceremonies Darren MacLean 
entertaining the packed village hall with some out-
standing Gaelic singing, before he introduced Aly 
Bain and Phil Cunningham, who were in top form 
with their music and wit.

Diamh finished off the concert with a lively set that 
had the audience up on their feet, and afterwards the 
excellent Jura Ceilidh Band had everyone dancing 
until the wee small hours. Saturday also saw story-
telling and music from fiddler Archie MacAllister in 
the hall and the Lakeland Singers in the cooperage.

Sunday featured an open mic session in the mar-
quee for music and craic, culminating in the evening 
concert in the Jura Distillery cooperage. The gig 
opened with the Jura cover band Pete Smoke and 
the Roaches, who got the crowd warmed up nicely 
for the headline act Skipinnish, returning by pop-
ular demand, and they had the venue jumping and 
singing – a great ploy indeed.

‘The cooperage was the busiest we’ve seen,’ said 
organisers on the festival’s Facebook page, adding: 
‘Thank you all for your continued support, if it wasn't 
for you all coming back year on year we wouldn't be 
able to do this. Here’s to 2017!’

T40_Jura Music Festival_2016_03_Skipinnish_Credit Kenneth Cameron

T40_Jura Music Festival_2016_01_Daimh_Credit Kenneth Cameron
T40_Jura Music Festival_2016_05_ Phil & Aly_Cred-

it Kenneth Cameron
T40_Jura Music Festival_2016_06_ Pete Smoke 

and the Roaches_Credit Kenneth Cameron

T40_Jura Music Festival_2016_04_Skipinnish crowd_Credit Kenneth Cameron
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OUR SPONSORS

ScottishField
®

2017

LAST CHANCE TO 
NOMINATE!

www.scottishruralawards.org

categories 
include

Artisan Food
business start up
rural tourism & 
hospitality
rural employer

To � nd out how, visit

GET INVOLVED 
WITH THE 
2017 SCOTTISH 
RURAL AWARDS

Nominations close 

Friday 14th October

THE 9th Ceol Cholasa folk festival took place on 
the Isle of Colonsay this month, when once again 
the island rang with the sound of cracking music in 
Scalasaig’s wee packed village hall.

The fine local talent on show, including an excellent 
performance from the pupils of Kilchattan Primary 
School, was augmented by seven visiting acts.

Skipinnish, who had the coveted Thursday night 
slot, got things off to a rocking start. Hungrytown, 
a country duo from the USA, were the furthest 
travelled and were well received by the audience.

Laura-Beth Salter and Jenn Butterworth returned 
after their storming set last year and they put on an-
other great show. The Angus Nicolson Trio brought 
the house down with their tune sets and stories, 
and the Scots-German combo, Litha, produced a 
beautiful set of songs.

‘One of the great things about Ceol Cholasa is the 
limited size of the event,’ organiser Hughie McNeill 
said: ‘All the acts play two concerts and the satellite 
sessions in the hotel are held before and after these 
events, so there is no need to miss anything.’

Saturday saw former Young Traditional Musician 
of the year Claire Hasting making her Ceol Cholasa 
debut and her beautiful singing and charm made 
this a great set. 

Gaelic supergroup Daimh, now with Ellen Mac-
Donald on vocals, gave the final concert of the night 
and they also had the small hall jumping. It was then 
time for the dancers to take the floor to the sound 
of the Jen McNeill Ceilidh Band. Sunday afternoon 
saw Claire, Litha and Daimh back on stage before 
the whole crew got together for a glorious final 
stramash.

‘Ceol Cholasa takes place in a lovely setting with 
a friendly atmosphere, great music and great food,’ 
writes Hughie: ‘What more could we ask? Roll on 
2017.’

16_T40_stone skimming 2016_11_Nina Nina Luginbühl 
the Swiss champion aiming to hit the back wall

16_T40_stone skimming 
2016_21_pleased

16_T40_stone skimming 
2016_19_competitor 4

16_T40_stone skimming 
2016_17_competitor 2

16_T40_stone skimming 2016_08_Ron Long of Wales 
wins the Old Tosser prize with a 39m skim

16_T40_stone skimming 2016_02_Judges dressed as Pokemon enjoy a break from the rain. 
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16_T40_stone skimming 2016_11_Nina Nina Luginbühl 
the Swiss champion aiming to hit the back wall

16_T40_stone 
skimming 

2016_20_buckets

16_T40_stone skimming 2016_14_judges keep an eye

16_T40_stone skimming 
2016_13_The British Army Skimming 

Team: ‘He who dares skims’.
16_T40_stone skimming 2016_15_A 
member of a � lm crew takes a shot.

16_T40_stone skimming 2016_19_A 
pikachu launches her stone.

16_T40_stone skimming 2016_04_
One disappointed competitor.

Small but perfectly formed 
Colonsay music festival 
hits all the right notes

T40_Colonsay festival_01_
no_Angus Nicolson

T40_Colonsay festival_02_
no_Jenn Butterworth

T40_Colonsay festi-
val_03_no_grand � nale



Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

Book your special 
Christmas event now

Overlooking the harbour
Gallanach Road • Oban

01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com
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IT’S the most wonderful time of the year…
especially if you are well planned and have 
organised a fantastic social life.

With The Oban Times very special ‘What’s 
on this Christmas’ supplement readers will 
have all the information at their fingertips 
about what is on.

Whether you are using our guide to help 
you organise a night out with  your work 
colleagues, your group, your friends or for a 
pre-Christmas or Christmas Day with loved 
ones there is something really special waiting 
for you with all our advertisers.

And who knows? For all you single guys and 
girls it may be the time of the year where you 
meet the special someone in your life.

Who can resist a slow dance to Wham’s 
Last Christmas or a well-played life band 
encouraging you onto the dance floor for a 
Gay Gordon’s with a potential new love?

A recent survey undertaken by match.
com said that people are more likely to meet 
someone on a night out with other friends.

Whether that is true on the west coast, or not, 
(because we seem to know everyone already) 
Christmas is certainly a great time to get out 
and about to meet up with old friends. There 
are so many wonderful places to go on the 
west coast to celebrate.

For those readers who are already loved up 
- it is the time of the year to make sure your 
partner is feeling the Christmas spirit - and 
maybe even drinking a wee tipple or two in 
one of our fabulous advertisers venues.

And if you’ve decided to make Christmas 
Day extra special then you might like to 
consider making arrangements to take family 
and  friends out for lunch or dinner.

For many Christmas Day can be the one 
day when you really can kick back and relax. 
It does beg the question for those not-so 
culinary-minded men and women why on 
earth they don’t give up the ghost of being 
a domestic god overnight and give into the 
delights of a meal prepared by an exceptional 
chef.

That way, you don’t even have any dishes to 
worry about.  In some cases because of all the 
extra cash we spend at Christmas it may even 
be a better economy to take the family out for 
that really special meal.

Remember the best Christmases we 
remember from our lives - are not those where 
we are high as kites trying to prepare a meal 
for squillions of people. But the best times are 
when we get to spend time loving, or arguing, 
with our loved ones. 

So whatever you do this Christmas make 
sure you enjoy  yourself and have lots of fun. 

From all the staff at the Oban Times

Dear Reader

Book NOW
for
Christmas
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01631 720255

Happy to Support 
Macmillan Cancer

Fionnphort, 
Isle of Mull

01681 700470

Proudly supporting 
Macmillan Cancer

The 
Ferry Shop

01631 562223

Delighted to Support 
Macmillan Cancer

Flora’s 
Hair 
Salon

07881 418565

Supporting 
Macmillan Cancer

Local 
Shellfish

The original green 
seafood shack

01688 302103
Happy to Help the 
Macmillan Charity

Mackay’s 
Garage

Tobermory
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01631 562071
Proud to Support 
Macmillan Cancer

the iona 
shop

Happy to Support 
such a worthwhile 

cause

Why be part of the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning? 

The Oban Times
& WEST HIGHLAND TIMES

01631 568000

Proud to support such 
a fantastic charity

www.macmillan.org.uk

01631 564463

Proud Supporters of 
Macmillan Cancer

MAKE time for what really matters by visiting ‘the 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning’ on Friday Septem-
ber 30, and help Macmillan Cancer Support raise 
over £15million for people affected by cancer.
The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning is Macmillan’s 
biggest fundraising event for people facing cancer. 
The charity asked people all over the UK to host 
their own coffee mornings, so look out for local 
signs and pop in for a cuppa and cake. All donations 
on the day will go to Macmillan Cancer Support.
This year Macmillan needs more people than ever 
before to get involved. Whether it’s a coffee morn-
ing at work, an afternoon tea party with the girls or 
a great British bake off, every donation will help 
Macmillan’s ambition to ensure that no one has to 
face cancer alone.

Over the years, people around the world have gone 
to extreme lengths to make their coffee morning a 
success. Hosts have made time for a coffee whilst 
climbing Mount Kilimanjaro, trekking the Great 
Wall of China, swimming with sharks and one keen 
supporter even hosted a nudist coffee morning – all 
in aid of Macmillan.
At 23 years old, World’s Biggest Coffee Morning is 
not only Macmillan’s fl agship fundraiser, but it is 
the original and most successful charity fundraising 
event of its kind. Since then, the coffee morning has 
raised over £138 million for Macmillan.
The fi rst ever coffee morning happened way back in 
1990. It was a rather small affair with a simple idea: 
guests would gather over coffee and donate the cost 
of their cuppa to Macmillan in the process. It was so 

effective, they did it again the next year – only this 
time nationally. 
In 2012, more than 5 million people around the 
UK hosted or attended a coffee morning, raising a 
record breaking £15 million. Last year alone Macmil-
lan raised £25 million and this year they are aiming 
to raise even more.
There are now 2.5 million people in the UK living 
with cancer. By 2030, it will be 4 million people, 
and Macmillan want to be there for them all. ‘One in 
three of us will get cancer, and it will be one of the 
toughest things we’ll ever have to face,’ the Macmil-
lan website explains: ‘The money you raise at your 
coffee morning will help us make sure no one has 
to face it alone.
‘We provide medical, emotional, practical and 

fi nancial support, as well as campaigning for bet-
ter cancer care. And because cancer affects more 
than just those facing it, we’re there for friends and 
family too.
‘We know how important specialist care is when 
you’re living with cancer. Our Macmillan nurses are 
trained to provide the best cancer care possible and 
your donation will help us to make sure everyone 
gets the help they need. Your support could ensure 
that our nurses are able to spend more time with the 
people who need them most.’
Having a coffee morning is the perfect chance to 
catch up over a cuppa and a slice of something 
delicious for a great cause, and in making time for 
what really matters, you’ll also be making time for 
Macmillan to help people affected by cancer.

online at
www.macmillan.org.uk

or donate at 
www.macmillan.org.uk/Donate

01631 562787

Glad to Help 
Macmillan Cancer 

Support

01631 562787

Appin
01631 730279

Happy to Support 
Macmillan Cancer

Gunn’s 
Garage

01631 564203

Happy to Support 
the World’s Biggest 

Coffee Morning

01687 462154

Pleased to be 
supporting Macmillan 

Cancer

Mallaig 
Marina

01631 563679
Pleased to Support 
Macmillan Cancer

01631 566476

Proudly supporting 
Macmillan Cancer

MOTORS

01631 566220 
07766 757013

Happy to support 
Macmillan Cancer

01631 571221

Happy to Help 
Macmillan Cancer 

Support

Dolce 
Vita

CAMERON 
AUTO 

REPAIRS
01499 302995

Pleased to 
be supporting 

Macmillan 
Cancer

07979805407

Proud to be supporting 
Macmillan Cancer

Couple Counselling 
Argyll

0300 111 0031

Proud to support 
Macmillan Cancer

01631 562588

Happy to Support 
Macmillan Cancer for 

their good work

JOIN US ON FRIDAY 
SEPTEMBER 30TH 2016 

FOR OUR BIGGEST
EVENT OF THE YEAR

01631 562060

Proud to Support 
Macmillan Cancer

Carpet & 
Flooring Services

OBAN

01631 566332

Very Pleased to Help 
the World’s Biggest 

Coffee Morning

01631 565141
www.cakebreads-garden-centre.co.uk

Proud to Support 
Macmillan 

Cancer Charity

W.D. Semple
01499 302150

Pleased to be supporting 
World’s Biggest Coffee 

Morning

JOIN US ON FRIDAY JOIN US ON FRIDAY 

City Plumbing Supplies

01631 567640
Proud to support 

Macmillan Cancer

01852 300273
Proud to Support 
Macmillan Cancer

Highland 
Arts 

Exhibition

01631 567005

Proud to Support this 
charity.

£60 could pay for a Macmillan Grant that buys a good 
quality liquidiser for someone who can’t eat solid food 

as a result of their cancer or treatment. £110 could 
pay for a Macmillan social worker for a day. They work 
with community and social services agencies to help 

people manage social and practical problems of living 
with cancer. £207 could pay for a Macmillan nurse for a 
day, helping people living with cancer and their families 

receive essential medical, practical and emotional 
support. £370 could pay for the hire of a room for a 

year so a cancer self-help and support group could hold 
regular meetings to support people affected by cancer in 

the community.
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MARKET PRICES

FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

STIRLING – United 
Auctions (Wednesday 
September 21) sold 1746 store 
cattle. 

Also forward 183 cast cows 
and forward cattle.

Bullocks (920)- averaged 
212.36p to 257.20p per kg for 
a 260kg AAX from Killean 
Est and £1,370 for a 645kg 
CHX from Beild.

B & W Bullocks (145)- 
averaged 139.42p to 173.10p 
per kg for a 546kg HOX 
from Thomarston and 
£945 for a 546kg BFX from 
Thomarston. 

Heifers (681)- averaged 
206.99p  to 263.50p per kg 
for a 315kg BRBX from 
Yester Mains and £1290 for a 
627kg CHX from Beild.

Cast Cows (183)- averaged 
119.53p to 191ppk for a 
BRBX from Crawfordwall 
and £1490 for a BRBX from 
Crawfordhall. 

Dairy Cows (24)- averaged 
85.65p to 122.00ppk for a 
HFX from Barclye and £875 
for a HOX from Bandirran.

Forward Cattle (12)- aver-
aged 158.70p to 180.50p per 
kg for a SimX from Ormsary 
and £1170 for an LimX from 
Craigbarnet.

Bullocks: 251-300kgs- 
Killean Est £750, 257.20p; 
301-350kgs- Letham £840, 
240.00p; 351-400kgs – 
Downan £915, Carslae 
243.30p; 401-450kgs- Gar-
vald Mains £1,050, Carslae 
238.10p; 451-500kgs- Farden 
£1,145, 231.30p; 501-550kgs-
East Buchanty £1,195, 
Farden 224.50p; 551-600kgs- 
Hangingshaw £1,310, Farden 
222.80p; 601-650kgs- Beild 
£1370, East Buchanty 
216.20p; 651-700kgs- East 
Buchanty £1,350, 203.9p.

Heifers: 251-300kgs- 
Coalheughglen £635, 
217.50p; 301-350kgs- Yes-
termains £830, 263.50p; 
351-400kgs- Carslae £910, 
238.20p; 401-450kgs- 
Eastfield £1,040, Garvald 
Mains 236.50p; 451-500kgs- 
Ormsary £1,080, 231.30p; 
501-550kgs- Glenpark 
£1,160, Eastfield 218.10p; 
551-600kgs- Eastfield £1,240, 
222.20p; 601-650kgs- Beild 
£1,290, 205.70p

OTM Cows: 
£ per head - Crawfordwall 

(BRB) £1,490; Monzie 
(Lim) £1,410; Beeches (Sim) 
£1,270; Wester Bleaton (CH) 
£1,150; Aberdona Mains 
(AA) £1,130; Monzie (Cont) 
£1,110.

Ppk- Crawfordwall (BRB) 
191p; Monzie (Lim) 165.10p; 
Bughtknowes (BS) 160.80p; 
Beeches (Sim) 147.10p; West-
er Bleaton (CH) 145.60p; 
Monzie (Cont) 139.80p.

OTM Bulls:
£ per head- Gaisland 

£1,130; East Borland £995.
Ppk- East Borland 97.20p; 

South Ridgehill 93.70p.
 

DINGWALL – Dingwall 
and Highland Marts Ltd, 
(September, 21) sold 1,040 
store cattle at its annual show 
and sale of Aberdeen Angus, 
native and continental store 
cattle sponsored by Johnston 
Carmichael Chartered 
Accountants, Inverness.

The judge, Mr J Fowlie, 
Adziel, Strichen, awarded the 
Aberdeen Angus champion 
to a 510kg bullock from 
Mr D. Swanson, Clatequoy 

Glengolly, realising £1,220. 
The Aberdeen Angus reserve 
was a 505kg bullock from 
Messrs W. & I. Gunn, Murza, 
Bower, realising £1,270. In 
the Shorthorn section, the 
champion prize went to a 
500kg bullock from Messrs 
C MacAdie & Sons, 1 Skaill, 
Dounreay, realising £1,080, 
and the reserve to a 455kg 
bullock also from 1 Skaill, 
realising £1,040.

Continental champion was a 
615kg Limousin cross bullock 
from Messrs D. & E. Forbes, 
Sunnylea, Balblair, realising 
£1,380, and the reserve was a 
625kg Limousin cross bullock 
also from Sunnylea, realising 
£1,330.

Other prizes awarded:
Aberdeen Angus bullock: 

1 – Clatequoy; 2 – Murza
Shorthorn bullock: 1 – 1 

Skaill; 2 – 1 Skaill.
Continental x bullock: 1 – 

Sunnylea; 2 – Sunnylea.
Continental x heifer: 1 – 

Sunnylea; 2 – Sunnylea.
Aberdeen Angus bullocks 

(293) averaged 218.3p and 
sold to 251.5p per kg for a 
505kg cross from Murza, 
and £1,340 gross for a pen of 
620kg cross from Stemster 
Mains, Halkirk.

Aberdeen Angus heifers 
(195) averaged 208.9p and 
sold to 232.2p per kg for a 
435kg crosses from Clate-
quoy, and £1,240 gross for a 
625kg cross from Strathglass 
Farms, Cannich.

Other native bred bullocks 
(84) averaged 198.9p and sold 
to 228.7p per kg for a pen 
of 376kg British Shorthorn 
crosses from 10 Lochend, 
Barrock, and £1,200 gross 
for a 650kg British Shorthorn 
cross from Woodend Croft, 
Inverness.

Other native bred heifers 
(55) averaged 188.2p and 
sold to 225.6p per kg for a 
390kg Shorthorn cross from 
58 Rheanbreck, Lairg, and 
£1,120 gross for a 550kg 
Shorthorn cross from 3 
Dounie, Edderton.

Continental bullocks 
(198) averaged 219.2p and 
sold to 245p per kg for a 
400kg Limousin cross from 
Balgunloune, North Kessock, 
and £1,380 gross for a 
615kg Limousin cross from 
Sunnylea.

Continental heifers (207) 
averaged 212.1p and sold to 
260.3p per kg for a 365kg 
British Blue cross from 
Murza, and £1,300 gross for 
a 595kg Limousin cross from 
Sunnylea.

Cow with female calf (1) 
sold to £1,680 for a Limousin 
cross cow with a Shorthorn 
cross heifer calf from 
Dhivach, Drumnadrochit.

Cow in calf (3) sold to £640 
for an Aberdeen Angus 
cross from 13 Toscaig, 
Applecross.

Breeding bulls (4) sold to 
£1,170 for a Shorthorn from 
68 Foindle, Lairg.

A spokesperson for the 
auctioneers said: ‘Top lots of 
Aberdeen Angus, Shorthorn, 
and Continental cattle sold 
exceptionally well, plainer 
and weathered kinds were 
more hesitant.’

Other leading prices per 
head and per kg:

Aberdeen Angus bullocks 
301-350kg – New Cottage, 
Lyth, £700, 212.1p.

THE SCOTTISH Government 
has announced that significant 
changes to Scotland’s system of 
recording cattle movements are 
to be introduced at the end of 
the year.

The controversial and unpop-
ular changes will see an end to 
the CTS linked holding rules.  

Currently, keepers can 
register holdings that they reg-
ularly use so cattle movements 
between these linked holdings 
do not need to be electronically 
reported, although they do have 
to be noted in the farm’s herd 
register.  

The new rules will see all 
cattle movements in Scotland 
reported through Scotmoves to 
an online holding register.

The National Union of Farm-
ers Scotland said it expects that 

all cattle keepers, including 
those currently using linked 
holdings, will be formally no-
tified by Scottish Government 
of the changes and it welcomes 
Cabinet Secretary Fergus 
Ewing’s reassurance that, given 
this is a fundamental shift in 
recording requirements, there 
will be no financial penalties 
for any first time breaches for 
anyone working with the new 
recording system.  

That was in response to a 
specific request from NFU 
Scotland.

Commenting on the changes, 
NFU Scotland’s vice-president 
Andrew McCornick said: ‘As 
the industry will be aware, 
Scottish Government has 
been looking to end the use of 
linked holdings since 2007 but 

intervention by NFU Scotland 
has secured their continued use 
until now. 

‘Many cattle keepers around 
Scotland will now be concerned 
about the replacement system, 
its reliance on figures being 
accurately recorded on a central 
database and what that means 
for potential penalties and 
cross-compliance. We expect 
details on the new system to be 
sent to every cattle keeper in 
Scotland in the near future.

‘The cabinet secretary’s 
announcement that penalties 
will be waived for first time 
offences is very welcome.  
Looking further ahead, should 
the new system be seen to fail 
or be difficult to comply with, 
then further consideration on 
whether penalties are appro-

priate must be considered.  The 
union has previously written to 
the cabinet secretary asking for 
leniency and proportionality 
in the approach to cross com-
pliance. Given that, in some 
cases, movement information 
for individual animals may have 
to be manually inputted into the 
system, the risk of error increas-
es and the penalty matrix must 
reflect that. 

‘NFUS has also written again 
to Mr Ewing in recent days 
calling for greater flexibility 
in the time period in which 
farmers are required to record 
cattle movements on the central 
database. 

‘Proposals need to take better 
account of weekends and delays 
in updates to the Scottish 
system from the national CTS. 

Practical timings for recording 
movements is needed to ensure 
farmers doing their best to 
comply don’t get landed with 
penalties

‘We have also met with mem-
bers in recent days who, because 
of the volume of cattle that they 
work with, will face significant 
challenges to their business if 
they are to comply with the new 
movement recording system. 
Consideration is needed to 
ensure large cattle trading 
businesses are not dispropor-
tionately affected.

‘While Scottish Government 
is expected to be contacting all 
cattle keepers on these impor-
tant changes, the union will also 
be drawing up guidance for our 
members and we expect to make 
this available in due course.’ 

Changes to cattle-moving 
recordings are imminent

New timeframe for agricultural wages negotiations
SCOTTISH Land and Estates and the 
NFU Scotland have welcomed the deci-
sion by the Scottish Agricultural Wages 
Board (SAWB) to change the effective 
date of annual changes to the Scottish 
agricultural minimum wage rate.

The SAWB has taken the decision to 
delay its annual wage negotiations until 
later in the year in order to align it with 
the new timeframe for the national 
minimum wage and national living wage 
changes. This means that no new agricul-

tural wages order will be published until 
April 1, 2017.

The SAWB normally meets in June 
each year to negotiate the minimum 
agricultural wage and other terms of 
conditions to take effect from October 1. 
This date used to coincide with an annual 
change to the national minimum wage.

With the introduction of the national 
living wage, which is set on April 1 each 
year, the government has decided that 
the national minimum wage will also be 

set from April 1 each year to bring the 
timing of changes to both into line.

However, while there have been no 
agricultural wage negotiations this year, 
employers and employees are reminded 
that the minimum rate of pay for agricul-
tural workers cannot fall below either the 
national minimum wage or the national 
living wage. 

With effect from October 1, 2016, the 
national minimum wage for all workers 
aged up to and including 24 – and in 

the first 26 weeks of employment – will 
rise from £6.70 to £6.95 per hour. That 
means, in effect, there will be a new min-
imum agricultural wage from that date.

Katy Dickson, from Scottish Land and 
Estates and Scott Walker, chief exec-
utive at NFU Scotland, said in a joint 
statement: ‘Our members welcome this 
common sense approach.

‘Scottish Land and Estates and NFUS 
fully support employees being well paid 
and offered good working conditions.’

Crofting federation welcomes decision and review plans
THE SCOTTISH Crofting Federation 
(SCF) has welcomed the news that 
Cabinet Secretary Fergus Ewing MSP 
has told the Crofting Commission 
to apologise to crofters for its behav-
iour over common grazings and has 
launched a review of the commission.

‘It has taken a long battle to get to 
this point’, said SCF’s chairwoman, 
Fiona Mandeville, ‘but it is extremely 
good that it is reported that Mr Ewing 
has made clear his support to crofters 
by directing the commissioners to issue 
a full, unequivocal, public apology for 

their mistreatment of common graz-
ings committees. 

‘This whole episode has been badly 
damaging to individuals, to crofting 
communities and to crofting itself, so 
we hope an apology may be the first 
step in a healing process. 

‘As the person who seems to be 
behind the ongoing attacks on crofting 
committees, it would be appropriate 
for the convener of the Crofting Com-
mission, Colin Kennedy, to give the 
apology in his resignation statement.’

The media were told last week that 

Mr Ewing had held a meeting with 
the commissioners in which he made 
it clear that a full public apology was 
expected of them. The commissioners 
meet this week for a board meeting.

Ms Mandeville continued: ‘SCF has 
been asking for a review of the Croft-
ing Commission, to look critically at its 
procedures and governance. 

‘The news that Mr Ewing has in-
structed government officials to carry 
out a review is very promising. This 
situation must be prevented from 
happening again by modifying the 

way the commission works. It makes 
no sense at all that the convener was 
involved in local meetings, and was 
making personal statements regarding 
grazing committee business. Acting as 
some sort of maverick lawman is not 
appropriate. 

‘The board of the commission should 
be, as any board, for strategic direction 
and governance.’ 

When contacted by The Oban Times, 
Colin Kennedy, convenor of the 
Crofters Commission, said he had no 
comment to make on the matter.

Dalmally Auction Mart was again 
bursting at the seams when United 
Auctions held its Annual Breeding 

Sheep Sale with almost 10,000 head 
catalogued.  

With as many temporary pens erected 
outside the market as there were 

inside the building, one long-standing 
customer of Dalmally Market com-

mented that such a sight had not been 
seen at the centre in 40 years.  

Ewe lambs averaged £48.82 against 
£53.09 last year.  Gimmers averaged 
£96.90 against £90.76 last year and 

Ewes averaged £53.44 against £55.25 
last year.  Top prices of the day 

included: Blackface Gimmers to £340 
from Succothmore, Blackface Ewes to 

£550 from Pole Farm and Blackface 
Ewe Lambs from Crammie £90. 

Annual 
breeding 
sheep sale at 
Dalmally
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Cottage to rent 
No 1 Ellenabeich, 

Seil, one bedroom, 
central heating, 

multifuel stove, rent 
£475 per month 

plus all bills 
EPC 47, Landlord 

Reg 84270/130/22150 
Council tax band B.

Please phone 
07778375657.

WANTED

TO LET

w e s t  c o a s t
PROPERTY GUIDE

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE
LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALE           PROPERTY REVIEWS           PROPERTY NEWS          LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

4 George Street, Oban
Individual serviced offi ce 
with excellent facilities
Prominent, central location
Competitive, all-inclusive 
rent and fl exible lease
EPC Rating G

£400.00 per calendar month 
£4,800 per annum

bellingram.co.uk

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

C O M M E R C I A L 
P R E M I S E S 

TO LET
FORT WILLIAM

Don’t miss this rare opportunity to 
lease a large, locally managed, unit on the 

highly popular BEN NEVIS ESTATE

Suitable for 
OFFICES / STORE / WORKSHOP

APPROX. 1500 SQUARE FEET

Annual rent of £9000 plus Vat. 
Rateable Value £8000.

Available immediately

Phone 07836 608 089

ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED
Long-term furnished accommodati on in or around the Oban/Connel Benderloch areas required by professionals from September.

Please contact 01631 568049 (Offi  ce hours)

bellingram.co.uk

GLEBE COTTAGE, TAYNUILT 
Guide Price £270,000 EPC D62
An immaculately presented detached bungalow with mountain views 
which has been totally refurbished and extended to the very highest 
standards.

3 LOCHANDHU COTTAGES, TAYNUILT 
Guide Price £150,000 EPC F22
A charming mid terrace traditional stone cottage with wonderful views 
towards Loch Etive offering scope for redecoration and improvement.

BRAEMORE, MINARD 
Offers in the region of £130,000 EPC E40
Semi-detached Bungalow situated in a quiet development in the 
village of Minard with partial views to Loch Fyne.

HOLLY TREE COTTAGE, BARCALDINE 
Guide Price £315,000 EPC D60
A well presented and spacious family home in a quiet location in the 
desirable village of Barcaldine.

Properties for sale

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

Recent survey 
reveals top 3 
rental issues.

There are 
a number of 

bumps in the road 
when it comes to any tenancy 
period, and this week we look at 
the most common hurdles that 
landlords have to overcome.

The number one most 
common rule broken by 
tenants is failure to pay rent 
on time. Some 25 per cent of 
landlords have had this issue 
at some time. Following this 
in the list was smoking when 
it is forbidden in the property, 
which was something 21 per 
cent of people have done, and 
having pets when not allowed, 
a rule � outed by 18 per cent of 
tenants. Other issues that crop 
up include making changes 
to the home, such as carrying 
out unapproved maintenance 
and redecorating without 
permission.

From drawing up ironclad 
tenancy agreements to 
screening potential tenants, 
the experts at West Property 
can ensure that only the most 
desirable renters occupy your 
property, thus helping to avoid 
these pitfalls to begin with. 

If something does go awry, 
we know the law and have a 
process in place to assure the 
best possible outcome given 
the circumstances. You never 
have to chase down rent, argue 
with tenants who damage or 
alter your property, and, in the 
worst-case scenario, deal with 
eviction. The professionals 
at West can handle all of this, 
saving you stress and time, and 
making sure your property is 
maintained and your rental 
income is reliable. 

LET PROPERTIES NEEDED – LANDLORDS GET IN TOUCH WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM TODAY 
– NOW FULLY MANAGING OVER 150 RENTALS IN ARGYLL & LOCHABER

Combie Street, Oban

OIRO £59,000

•     Top Floor Flat
•     1 Bedroom
•      Shower Room
•     Central location
•     Excellent rental investment
•     EPC Rating - F 33

33 Combie Street - A compact 1 bedroom top 
� oor � at close to Oban town centre. The property 
is decorated in neutral colours and bene� ts from 
double glazing throughout.

Airport View, Crossapol Isle Of Tiree

OIRO £170,000

•     Detached Croft House  with  
           Workshop
•     3 Bedrooms/1 Shower
•     Spacious rooms
•     Central island location
•     Far reaching views
•     EPC Rating - F25

Airport View is a traditional croft house located on 
the beautiful Isle of Tiree. This spacious detached 
house o� ers generous receptions rooms with 3 
spacious bedrooms, external workshop space and 
large garden and drive.

Tarbat House, Bunessan

OIRO £210,000

•     Detached House
•     4 Bedrooms / 2  Bathrooms
•     Far reaching views
•     Established Holiday Let
•     Low maintenance garden
•     EPC Rating - D68

Tarbat House - A spacious one and a half storey 4 
bedroom detached house with far reaching views 
near the village of Bunessan. Built 12 years ago by 
the current owners, the property is currently run 
as a holiday let averaging 25 weeks per year.

OIRO £255,000

Braigh, Bunessan
•     Extended Traditional   
•      Grade B Listed Cottage   
•     Restored  cottage 0.25 acres 
•      private garden, Remote situation
•     3 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms
•      Village amenities close by
•     EPC Rating - D67

Braigh - O� ers a rare opportunity to purchase a 
lovingly restored traditional Grade B Listed cottage 
with modern annex. The cottage was originally 
thatched and formed part of the historic settlement 
of Knocknafenaig, the ruined remains of which can 
be seen surrounding Braigh.

St Marys, Tobermory

£185,000
3 St Marys is a bright and spacious bungalow set 
in large garden grounds, in walk-in condition and 
in a quiet location above Tobermory making it an 
ideal family home comprising lounge, kitchen, 3 
bedrooms and shower room.

•     Spacious Detached Bungalow
•     3 Bedrooms/1 Shower Room
•     Private in Upper Tobermory
•     Private garden
•     Walk in condition
•     EPC Rating - D66

Falls Crescent, Connel

£300,000
3 Falls Crescent - A modern and spacious detached 
house located in the popular village of Connel in 
Argyll. The property o� ers bright and spacious 
rooms, practical layout and glimpses of Loch Etive 
and the hills beyond.

• Spacious Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms + WC
• Partial views of Loch Etive
• Popular village location
• Garden & Integrated Garage
• EPC Rating - C78

Struan Crescent, Tobermory

OIRO £155,000
2 Struan Crescent - A deceptively spacious 2 
bedroom semi-detached bungalow close to 
Tobermory town centre. Built 5 years ago, this low 
maintenance property boasts well proportioned 
rooms, driveway parking and generous gardens.

•     Semi detached bungalow
•     2 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
•     Modern property
•     Popular residential area
•     Large gardens/driveway parking
•     EPC Rating - D65

Ceol-Na-Mara, Craignure

OIRO £270,000
Ceol-Na-Mara: A well-presented 4 bedroom 
detached house in an elevated position above 
Craignure with panoramic views over the Sound 
of Mull and Loch Linnhe.

•     4 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms
•     Spacious layout
•     Large Garden
•     Stunning Panoramic Views
•     Walking distance to ferry terminal
•     EPC Rating - E54

 *UNDER OFFER IN TWO 
WEEKS*

Argyll & the Isles? We have them covered 
If you are planning a move, call your local national agent now

South Argyll and the Isles
Niall Macalister Hall | 01583 431215
niall.macalisterhall@ckdgalbraith.co.uk

North Argyll and the Isles 
Nicky Archibald | 01631 700205 
nicky.archibald@ckdgalbraith.co.uk

Resident in Argyll, our two highly experienced property sales agents 
o�er a truly local service with the benefit of national agent marketing
For a full list of all our services and contacts visit our website 

Offices across Scotland | Local knowledge | National expertise | International reach | ckdgalbraith.co.uk

Chalet Hotel, 
Tighnabruaich
O�ers Over £200,000

An Lon Ban,
Isle of Tiree
Guide Price £595,000

Plots, Cullipool, 
Isle Of Luing
Guide Price £95,000

Carraig Thura Fishings, 
Dalmally
O�ers Invited

Moon Loch and Land, 
Kilchrenan, Taynuilt
O�ers Over £35,000

Bachuil House & Hawthorn 
Cottage, Isle Of Lismore
Guide Price £910,000

w e s t  c o a s t
PROPERTY GUIDE

w e s t  c o a s t
PROPERTY GUIDE
w e s t  c o a s t
PROPERTY GUIDE



ARGYLL WOODFUELS 
01631 563271

www.argyllwoodfuels.com

Argyll Woodfuels
01631 563271

www.argyllwoodfuels.com

Delivered or collect

hard 
and soft 
wood logs,
pellets 
and 
briquettes
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like us on facebook www.facebook.com/obantimes

Save money and stay warm with our energy efficient electric heating

Far Infrared Heaters:- These modern powerful heating units don't take up
ANY floor space, they can look like  a  mirror or a picture on the wall.
Incredibly efficient and economical, when these far infrared rays touch a
surface, energy is released in the form of heat. Perfectly safe, these heaters act
in the same way as when  we feel warmth from the heat of the sun.

Elsco Heating  For more details and  a FREE info pack  on our
innovative  products www.elsco.co.uk or  phone John on  01343 819676

German  Fire Clay Core Heaters:-  A
remarkably cosy radiant  heat with  some of the best
running costs of any heating system currently
available.  Due to the flexibility of the system we
have many customers who started with one and have
come back for more! Using mainly radiant heat,
these  slim adaptable heaters can be supplied on feet,
on castors or can be wall mounted.  Storage heater
problems? .. An ideal replacement! We are confident
ours are the best value for money available.

NEW  FAR INFRARED SAUNAS .. just plug in!
Can help with  Detox, Pain Relief, Weight Loss, Relaxation  and
much  more.. No steam, just gentle radiant heat like from the sun

Detailed  info at www.scottishinfraredsaunas.co.uk

WINTER IS COMING
Replace those old storage heaters now

Now in our
6th year

Supplying
across

Scotland

AS WE move 
towards the 
winter months, 
keeping warm 
in your home 
becomes more 
of an issue as the 
dark, cold nights 
set in.

Keep warm             this winter
However, heating your home doesn’t have to cost 
you an arm and a leg, and by following these top 
tips you can keep cosy without breaking the bank.
Check all your insulation, from windows to walls, 
ceiling to under � oors. It is one of the most cost-ef-
fective ways to stop the cold creeping through the 
house.
Make sure your pipes and boilers are properly 
lagged too.  Something as simple as pipe foam 
wraps can be picked up for just a few pounds – 
but always put them on when the pipes are cool 
to make sure you don’t burn yourself.
Maintenance on heating equipment is important, 
so make sure all water-fed radiators are bled and 
working correctly. A working radiator should be 
warm evenly across the panel; if it isn’t, there could 
be air trapped inside.
Once these are done, you can look at your home’s 
overall heating requirements. 
Is your boiler � red to the most e�  cient way pos-
sible? 
Can you turn your thermostat down a degree or 
two?
Are you buying your electricity and gas from the 
cheapest source?
These things are relatively simple to check online 
and with tools to help you estimate your costs and 
potential savings with alternative heating sources.
The right heating source can vary depending on 
how you use your home - if you spend all day in 
the house, consider the cheapest for prolonged 
use, while some occasional systems provide in-
stant heat, but are not ideal to be left on all day. 
Think too about future cost - wood-fuelled heat-
ing systems burn wood pellets, chips or logs and 
can also power central heating and hot water.
Heat pumps and solar panels can not only save 
you cash but government funded feed-in tari� s 
can make some options earn money for you.
Try speaking to your energy supplier to see if 
you’re on the best rate or tari� . Some may move 
you on to a cheaper option, if available. 
If not, it might be time to consider switching to 
make sure you’re not being ripped o� .
It all feels like it will be rather di�  cult until you 
actually start to check, so don’t delay.

Backwoodsman advertorial

New for September 2016! The new Charn-
wood Arc 5 has just been launched and is a 
product which has real potential. The stove 
has clean modern lines and the cleverly 
designed heat-shield and convector panels 
mean that it can be brought tight into the 
wall to the rear without the need for any 
further � reproo� ng as the distance to com-
bustibles has been reduced to only 80mm to 
the rear and 270mm to the sides. It also has 
a sophisticated multi-fuel grate, something 
often missing with the more contemporary 
cylindrically styled models, and is designed 
with an innovative new combustion system 
that ensures the stove burns exceptionally 
clean and with an outstanding e�  ciency of 
over 80% when burning wood or smoke-
less fuel. The Arc 5 comes with or without 
a store-stand meaning that it is suitable 
for free-standing installations or can be 
recessed into an existing chimney-breast 
making it adaptable to all sorts of situations. 
It is available in Charnwood’s usual 8 colour 
options and we currently have it in stock and 
available to view in our showroom.For fur-
ther details please call us on 01631 720539.

Donald McLean Contractors
Dont be stuck this winter

let our team assist you with any drainage issues you may have
Specialising in Storm, Foul and Ground drainage throughout Argyll

Tel: 01586 820217  Mob: 07776 192 321

DMC

Email: mcleandonald@btconnect.com  

Drainage Specialists covering all Civil works in Kintyre and Argyll

Home Energy Effi ciency Programme for Scotland: 
Area Based Scheme (HEEPS:ABS)
• Private homeowner or tenant?
• Council Tax Band A-D*?
• Live in Mull, Iona, Islay, Jura, Coll or Tiree 
  (some parts of Oban and Lomond included)?
If yes to the above you could be eligible for funded insulation meas-
ures including loft insulation, cavity wall insulation, internal and   ex-
ternal wall insulation and underfl oor insulation. 

ALIenergy, based in Oban, are delivering the HEEPSABS pro-
gramme in your area on behalf of Argyll and Bute Council. Scot-
tish Government funding has been awarded to improve the ener-
gy effi ciency of properties that are deemed to be in fuel poverty. 
Please check the ALIenergy website for a full list of eligible post-
codes or call us to fi nd out more. Funding is limited and we ad-
vise that you register for the scheme as soon as possible. 
*Band D must also have a household income below £20,000 and a poor energy effi ciency rating

To register call ALIenergy: 01631 565 183
Or contact Home Energy Scotland: 0808 808 2282

Email: heepsabs@alienergy.org.uk 
Website: www.alienergy.org.uk

K Carmichael & Son 
Plumbing and Heating

07795224994

All our staff are fully qualified, exceptionally skilled and 
vastly experienced in all aspects of plumbing and heating

Oftec Registered

Bathrooms - Boiler Installation - Service and 
Repairs - Central Heating Installation for Oil 

Gas and Electric - Gas Safety Certificates
General Plumbing - Power Flushing

E Mail kennycarmicheal@aol.com

Call us on
All work is guaranteed and fully insured.

���������������������������������������������������
����

������������	�����������������������������
��������������

�������������������������������������������������������

������	�����������������������������	����
�������
������������

���	���������������������
����� ����������������������
������

���������

��������������������	��������
����������������������
��������������������������������

������

���������������������������

�����������������������

������������������


	������������������	�

�������������������	��������

����������������������������

����������������������	������

�������

��������

�������������	����������

�����������	��������������

����������������������������

����	���������������������

��������
���������������

��������������������������

������	���������������

��������

��������

 ��������������������������

	���	������������

�	���	����	���������������

�������������������	�������

��������������������

��	�����������������������

��������	��	�������������	�����

������������������

��������

���	�������	���������

���������������������������

�����������������������������

����	���� �����	����������

�������������������������

������������������������������

�������	�������������������

��������������������

Keep warm         Keep warm             this winter
Keep warm         

this winter
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this winter
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 

cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

Call  today on 
07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no 

hassle, free collection anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota 
Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, 

L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + 

All other 4x4 Vehicles, 
4X4 Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or  

� eet purchases.
Any age nearly new or old, any 

conditions from perfect to written 
o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, high 
mileage, blown engine, overheating 

etc. Cash in hand, no hassle, best cash 
price guaranteed.

Call 01631 568 000 to sell your car in our Drivetimes section

Call
01631

568000
to sell 

your car 
in our 

Drivetimes 
section

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 
CALL:

01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perth-
shire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Telephone : 07414 686698

WANTED
Motor Homes, Caravans and 

Camper Vans,
any year size or condition, even 

damp or damaged.

07526 564 994

1.8 Vauxhall Vectra SRI
2006
With Sat Nav, 
MOT until 
November.
£1,050ono

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS
65/16 Dacia Sandero Laureate, DCi, 5Dr, Black, 200 Miles.........£9,995
15 Dacia Logan Laureate TCE 90, Silver, 6,200 Miles .................£8,500
15 Renualt Twingo DYN, SCE S/S 70, 5 Door H/Back, 
Yellow, 5650 Miles ...................................................................£7,500
15 Ford Ka Zetec, 1.3, 3 Dr, 6,000 Miles Red .............................£6,200
64 Dacia Duster Access 1.6, 4WD, White, 8,500 Miles ...............£9,250
64 Honda Jazz, ES+ I -Vtec, 1.4, 5Dr, Brown 29,500 Miles .......£8,250
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles ........£12,650
14 Dacia Duster Laureate, DCi, 4x2, Silver, 6500 Miles ........................£10,750
14 Dacia Stepway AMB TCe, Black, 15,400 Miles .......................£6,750

63 Renault Clio EXP+ 1.2, 5 Dr, H/Back, Grey, 22,000 Miles......£7,850
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles...............£9,450
13 Jaguar XF Luxury, 2.2 Diesel, Auto, Blue, 15,000 Miles  ......£19,500
12 Renault Megan DYN 1.6, H/B, Black, 17,000 miles...............£5,995
11 Renault Megan Coupe, GT-Line TCE, Blue, 25,000 Miles........£7450
58 Citreon Berlingo 1.6, M-SP VTR 90, Silver, 76250 Miles............. £3,750
09 Ford Focus Zetec 100 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 84,000 Miles ..............£4,250
                                                                                                                   
COMMERCIALS
65 Renault Tra�  c SL27 Business+ DCi Silver, 10 Miles ......£13,750+VAT
15 Renault Tra�  c SL27 Business, DCi, White, 3900 Miles ..£12,500+VAT

62 Renault Tra�  c LL29 Sport, DCI, Black, 122,000 Miles .....£7,250+VAT
11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles .............£4,250+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White......................................................... POA

LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6               Vauxhall Corsa 1.2              Renault Kangoo DCi

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER

Any of our pre registered or used stock can 
now be viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 
Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 
Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

Car & Van Hire from both branches. FIND US 

WD Semple

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

FOR SALE
2007 PEUGEOT 107 1 LTR, 37,727 MILES, MOT APRIL 2017,

1 OWNER FROM NEW ......................................................................................... £2,750

2008 FIAT PUNTO 1.4, 53,923 MILES, LOW MILEAGE FOR AGE,

MOT MAY 2017, GOOD CLEAN LOCAL CAR ..................................................... £2,375

2008 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXI, 65,000 MILES,MOT AUGUST 2017, 

3 DOOR, SLIVER, LOWERED SUSPENSION & BLACK ALLOYS .................... £1,995

2000 VAUXHALL ASTRA VAN 1.7 DIESEL, MOT SEPTEMBER 2017, 

52,000 MILES, BLUE ............................................................................................. £1,275

Tel: 01852 200342

FIAT PANDA, 1.1 ACTIVE ECO
5 Dr, Hatchback, Low 
Mileage 9913, EXC Con, 
09. careful lady owner, 
Petrol, low tax £30 pa, 
FSH, 12 months MOT, 
central locking, 2 front 
air bags, CD/ radio, elec. 
front windows, gd tyres.

£2,375
Tel: 07786 543773

ISUZU RODEO DENVER MAX PLUS 3.0TD

Automatic, Metallic 
Blue, 2012, 60,000, FSH, 
New Tyres, 
Tow Bar, Leather, Sat 
Nav, Bluetooth, 
MOT/Tax 2017, 
Immaculate

£11,850 o.n.o

01866 822377

Renualt Kangoo Expression
16V, 
2005, 
85,300miles, 
MoT May 2017,
One owner
£400 ono

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL 
BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR 

SECOND WEEK FREE

£32
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000
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MY Car Check’s valuation experts have 
revealed signifi cant trends in the UK 
used vehicle market and have chosen 
a car and bike of the month.

Head of valuation services at My Car 
Check Gavin Amos said: ‘The BMW 
335d M Sport Touring makes perfect 
sense for those looking for practicality 
combined with effortless power. The 
smooth automatic transmission makes 
use of every ounce of the huge power 
and torque available. 

‘Combine that with a more-than-
capable chassis and you have a 
package capable of satisfying drivers 
of all abilities. While used values are 

strong, the E91 models, produced until 2013, are now 
surprisingly affordable. High mileage shouldn’t be an 
issue particularly if the car has full BMW main dealer 
history.’

As to market trends, Amos said: ‘The used market 
picked up throughout September with many dealers and 
traders reporting strong enquiry levels. For main agents, 
attention has switched back to used cars following the 
introduction of the new 66 plate. 

‘With winter approaching, will we see a surge in 4x4 
sales activity as we have in recent years? We think yes, 
but maybe not to the same extent as three years ago 
when prolonged severe weather boosted sales and 
values.

‘Last year, many dealers who gambled and stocked up 
in preparation for a 4x4 boom had their fi ngers burnt by 
a mild winter.’

On the motorbike, scooter and moped sector, My 
Car Check’s Rob Hobson said: ‘Our used bike of the 

month for September is the Ducati Streetfi ghter 1100, 
a stunning machine to look at which fi ts into the Super 
Naked category. 

‘It has a slightly retuned 1098 superbike engine with 
more than enough grunt to make it a great road bike, 
or you can spend more and go for the S model, which 
has Ohlins suspension and Marchesini wheels. For 
some these upgrades are important for style as much 
as anything, but the base model is still a fantastic 
option. As always, check the history to avoid a lot of the 
common used market pitfalls.’ 

As to market trends, Hobson said: ‘It really has been 
an unusual year in the used two-wheel market. Some 
traders say they are busier than ever, but against that 
used bikes advertised through the classifi eds seem 
harder to move. 

‘Values have not been affected too much yet, although 
we expect demand to slow markedly in the weeks 
ahead. The good weather in September certainly had a 
positive effect, prompting a late fl urry of activity. 

‘It is going to be an interesting close to the year 
because, while demand for the best clean used bikes 
is likely to remain high, owners may also look to keep 
their existing bike rather than selling in the off-peak 
months. If that is indeed the trend, it will further reduce 
availability of used stock for the trade.’ 

With information from the police, DVLA, insurers and 
fi nance houses, My Car Check holds comprehensive 
data on every vehicle on UK roads – things that buyers 
should be aware of before making an offer.

CDL Vehicle Information Services, which owns My 
Car Check, performs over a million look-ups a day for 
companies including AutoExpress, CompareTheMarket, 
Go-Compare, Moneysupermarket, Swiftcover, Tesco 
and WhatCar?.

MY CAR CHECK MARKET GUIDE: 
SEPTEMBER 2016
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HIJOBS
RECRUITMENT

Bar staff  wanted 
With Bar Rio, Oban

hijobs.net/job/43469

Recepti onist
Columba Hote, Oban

hijobs.net/job/43470

Class Managers and Relief Class Managers
Scotti  sh Slimmers

hijobs.net/job/43471

Digital Marketi ng & Communicati ons Manager (Maternity 
cover)
SAMS, Oban

htt ps://hijobs.net/job/43119

Hire Boat Yard Mechanic
West Highland Sailing, Spean Bridge

htt ps://hijobs.net/job/42987

Accounti ng Lecture
Moray College, Elgin

htt ps://hijobs.net/job/42988

Hydrolicer Technicians
Marine Harvest Scotland, Lochaber and Argyll and Bute

htt ps://hijobs.net/job/42984

SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS hijobs.net

VIEW ALL JOBS AT hijobs.net

Sign up for job alerts
at hijobs.net

We are now recruiting for an 
Engineering Team Leader 

and a Multi-Skilled Engineer
(must be electrically and mechanically biased) 

at our Campbeltown Creamery. 
Please send your CV to recruitment@

firstmilk.co.uk 
by 30th September 2016

VACANCY 
We have Cleaning job 
opportunities within 

your Area.
If you are interested, please call 

07702 442 481 or send your cv to
Neil.blamires@kingdom.co.uk

SERVICE 
COORDINATOR

North Argyll/Oban Area - £7.30 to £9.24 per hour 
Royal Voluntary Service can offer you career opportunities where 
your skills, strengths and enthusiasm will be rewarded and 
appreciated in many different ways.
We are the largest voluntary service delivering practical help in 
communities across Britain.  Our aim is to provide support that 
enables older people to live independent and fulfilled lives – we 
want everybody to matter, regardless how old they are.  
We are currently expanding and developing our services to enable 
many more older people to access the services we provide. 
We are looking for an enthusiastic and committed Service 
Coordinator who enjoys their job and can make a real difference 
to our team.
The Service Co-ordinator will coordinate the delivery of the Good 
Neighbours Service for Older People in the Oban area to reduce 
social isolation, increase independence and improve health and 
wellbeing.

For full details, please see the website;
www.royalvoluntaryservice.org.uk/jobs

LEGAL SECRETARY/TYPIST
Full time position available in very busy 
legal office (one year’s maternity cover 
initially but may be extended). 
Duties will include audio typing, reception 
and other general administrative duties. 
Secretarial/typing experience essential.  
Salary will be dependent on experience.  
Apply in writing, enclosing your C.V. to 

Anderson Banks, 22 Argyll Square, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT or by email to 
jmclaren@andersonbanks.co.uk no 
later than Friday 14th October 2016.

Housekeeper/Carer 
wanted for elderly couple, 

option to live in.  
Salary/hours negotiable.  

Telephone 
01631 770301

Enable Scotland
Full & Part Time 
Vacancies

For more information please call or 
text Rosalyn on 07909257436, 

call into our local office at McLeod Buildings, 
Lochavullin Road, or complete an online 

application form via our website.

www.enablescotlandjobs.org.uk

£15,818 pro rata

We are currently recruiting for a Contracts Manager to join our 
organisation in Campbeltown:
Duties include:
-  carrying out work surveys & site visits.
-  pricing works in line with current market conditions.
-  assisting Management with various aspects of contract works.
-  ensuring contracts are fi nancially controlled.
Qualifi cations/qualities required:
-  current CSCS card and SMSTS preferable, but not essential.
-  knowledge of Health & Safety regulations and procedures.
-  sound understanding of all trade standards in Construction   
 industry.
-  willingness to learn as training will be provided.
-  good understanding of measuring quantities.
-  excellent work ethic, communication skills & computer literacy,  
 especially Excel.
-  current driving licence (essential).
Salary is dependent on experience.  Interested applicants can 
email their CVs to info@mckinvenandcolville.com or send them 
FAO Barry Colville at McKinven & Colville Ltd, Unit 2, Snipefi eld 
Industrial Estate, Campbeltown, PA28 6SY.
CLOSING DATE – FRIDAY 7TH OCTOBER 2016

CENTRE ASSISTANT
required to assist with the day-to-day running 

of the MS Centre, Oban.
16 hours per week (Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Friday mornings).
For more details, please e-mail 

oban.msc@btconnect.com 
or telephone 01631 566602.

Multiple Sclerosis Therapy 
Centre (Oban) Ltd

Practice  Nurse 
We are looking to recruit a part time Practice 

Nurse for 20 hours per week, worked over 3 days. 
Ideally they will have experience of chronic 

disease management, smears, vaccinations, 
dressings and venepuncture however 

training can be provided. 
We currently have a team of 2 part time Nurses 
and 1 healthcare Assistant and would hope to 

fi nd a suitable candidate to compliment 
our friendly, dedicated team. 

To apply for this post you must be registered 
with NMC. For further details contact :- 

Helen Adams, Practice Manager, 
Craig Nevis Surgery, Fort William Health Centre 

or hadams2@nhs.net. 
Closing date Friday 7th October 2016.

North Argyll House
Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

Senior Care Officer
(maternity cover - one year contract)

Nursing qualification or SVQ in level 3 
in Health and Social Care Essential

Domestic Assistant 
Part Time Permanent Post
Good pay and conditions

For an application form contact Manager 
Morag A Telfer 01631 562168

Our salon at 91 High Street, Fort William is growing and 
we are looking for individuals with passion, commitment 

and creativity to join our hairdressing team.
We are looking for:

Commitment to excellent customer services
Team player

Experience is preferred 
in all aspects of cutting and colouring

What we will offer in return:
Competitive rates of pay.

Continuous professional development 
A great place to work

If you think this is you, then please call Susan on 
07446954110 or email susan003@hotmail.co.uk

2 X Apprentice Posts
Are you looking for an opportunity to gain val-
uable paid work experience, together with the 
ability to study for further quali� cations one post 
in Business (SVQ Level 3) and the second trade 
quali� cation working with our cyclical plumber
 If so, have you considered an Apprenticeship with 
West Highland Housing Association. 
This is an exciting opportunity for two people to 
join West Highland Housing Association where 
you will be given the practical work experience 
and quali� cations you need to develop your skills 
and help to secure a career for the future. 
For the Housing and Customer Services Trainee 
you will work towards a Scottish Vocational Qual-
i� cation Level 3 in Business and Administration  
whilst gaining essential paid work experience and 
training. 
For the other trainee you will work alongside our 
cyclical plumber and have opportunities for skills 
training as well as on the job practical work.
The posts are full-time, temporary for 1 year, with 
the normal hours of work being Monday to Friday 
9.00 am to 5.00 pm. 
The salary will be above the living wage appropri-
ate to age.
Completed applications to be received by Friday 
30th September 2016
Please can enquiries be made to Iona Smith at 
West Highland Housing Association, Crannog 
Lane, Oban  on 01631 566451 or e-mail iona@
westhighlandha.co.uk

Closing date: 7 October 2016.

To apply visit our website

Modern Apprentice – Business and 
Administration Level 3 (Temporary)
£6,715.63 Lochgilphead Ref: CTC00380

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

37 hours a week with occasional 
overtime available

Rate of pay £8.48 per hour 
For further information please contact 

Lewis Preston on:
Lewis.preston@mitie.co.uk

Tel: 07392102644

Janitorial 
Post 

Oban Primary Campus
Come Drive With Us!
We’re hiring PCV licence 
holders as well as Trainee PCV 
drivers based at our Fort William 
and Portree depots. 
To apply email -
iain.beaton@stagecoachbus.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Call now to place an ad in our Public Notice section.   Tel: 01631 568000

First Registration of a 
Croft

Mrs Catherine Shaw 
McKinlay has registered 
her croft, Loch Awe View, 
Stronmilchan, Glenorchy 
& Innishail, in the Parish 
of Glenorchy & Innishail 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 7 June 2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C3079.

First Registration of a 
Croft

Sean Reid has registered 
his croft, 204 Arivegaig, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by May 25, 
2017
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C3048

Appointment of 
Grazings Committee

Name of Common Grazing: 
Airds, Kirkton & Balindeor

A meeting of shareholders 
for the above common 
grazings will be held for the 
purpose of electing a new 
Grazings Committee.

Venue: Sports Field 
Pavilion

Date: 10th October 2016

Time: 7pm

Donald Harrison (Grazings 
Clerk)

23rd September 2016

Location

Oban 
Library

Upper Sonachan Wind Park Limited
ELECTRICITY ACT 1989

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

THE ELECTRICITY WORKS (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2000

Notice is hereby given that Upper Sonachan Wind Park Limited, company 
registration number 09800322, whose registered office is situated 
at 172 Southgate Street, Gloucester, England, GL1 2EZ (a subsidiary 
of Ecotricity Group Limited) has applied to the Scottish Ministers for 
consent to construct and operate a wind farm on forested land at Upper 
Sonachan, near Portsonachan, Ardbrecknish and Cladich (Central 
Grid Reference: NN065188) and for a direction under Section 57(2) 
of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 that planning 
permission for the development be deemed to be granted. The installed 
capacity of the proposed generating station would be up to 61.2 MW, 
comprising 18 turbines with a maximum overall ground to blade tip 
height of 136.5 metres. 
Upper Sonachan Wind Park Limited has now submitted to Scottish 
Ministers further information in the form of a Further Environmental 
Information (FEI) report including information in relation to ecology, 
ornithology, landscape, hydrology, forestry and peat, to the Upper 
Sonachan Wind Park Environmental Statement.
Copies of the Further Environmental Information (FEI) report 
supplementing the Environmental Statement have been provided 
explaining the Company’s proposals in more detail are available for 
inspection during normal office hours at:

The FEI report can also be viewed at the Scottish Government Library 
at Victoria Quay, Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ. A copy of the further information 
has been made available to Argyll and Bute Council Offices (Municipal 
Building, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW and open Monday to Friday 
9.00am to 12.30pm then 1.30pm to 4.00pm daily) for public inspection.
Copies of the FEI report may be obtained from Upper Sonachan Wind 
Park Limited (tel: 01453 790152) at a charge of £250 for a hard copy and 
£10 on CD. Copies of a short non-technical summary are available free 
of charge.
Any representations should be made in writing to The Scottish 
Government, Energy Consents Unit, 4th Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 
Broomielaw, Glasgow G2 8LU or emailed to representations@gov.
scot identifying the proposal and specifying grounds for objection 
or support, not later than 28th October 2016, although Ministers may 
consider representations received after this date. 
Representations should be dated and should clearly state the name (in 
block capitals) and full return email and postal address of those making 
representation. Only representations sent by email to the address 
stipulated will receive acknowledgement. 
All previous representations received in relation to this development 
remain valid.
Fair Processing Notice
The Scottish Government Local Energy & Consents processes consent 
applications and consultation representations under The Electricity Act 
1989. During the process, to support transparency in decision making, 
the Scottish Government publishes online at www.energyconsents.scot. 
When making an email or paper representation you will automatically be 
opted in to its publication unless you choose to mark it as confidential. 
We may share your personal data with DPEA and local Planning 
Authorities but will not publish your personal data (e.g. your name and 
address) as this is removed beforehand in compliance with the Data 
Protection Act. Should you choose not to provide your personal data 
then your representation will only be considered by Scottish Ministers 
and not be shared for consideration with any other party. If you have any 
concerns about how your personal data is handled, please email us at: 
Econsents_admin@gov.scot or write to Local Energy & Consents, 4th 
Floor, 5 Atlantic Quay, 150 Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LU

Opening Hours

Monday and Wednesday – 
10:00am – 1:00pm, 2:00pm – 7:00pm 
Thursday – 10:00am – 1:00pm, 
2: 00pm – 6:00pm
Friday – 10:00am – 1:00pm, 
2:00pm – 5:00pm
Saturday – 10:00am – 1:00pm

Address

77 Albany 
Street, Oban, 
PA34 4AL

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

16/04160/LBC

Development  Address

Kiel House, Lochaline
Morvern, Oban. PA80 5XT

Proposal Description

Amendment to rooflights, 
repositioning and replacing.

Time period for comments is 14 days and 21 days for Listed Building.
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Oban Port Users Ltd
Fresh Water Charges for vessels using South Pier

 As from 1 January 2017
Single Visit

Up to 10 metres         £5
Over 10 metres and up to 20 metres £10.00

Over 20 metres £20.00
Annual Compound Rates
Up to 10 metres          £50

Over 10 metres and up to 20 metres  £100.00
Over 20 metres    £200.00
General Quayside Usage

Single Usage  £5.00
Annual Usage  £50.00

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –
13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below 
during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/02504/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and polytunnel, 
upgrading of access and installation of septic 
tank (amended design relative to planning 
permission reference 15/02346/PP)

Land South Of Fonn Aline Aros 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Aros 
Isle of Mull

16/02330/PP Extension to waste water treatment works 
comprising membrane building, dosing building, 2 
above ground water storage tanks and associated 
equipment, access road, bunding and perimeter 
fencing

Land Adjacent To Tobermory 
Water Treatment Works 
Tobermory Isle Of Mull
Argyll And Bute PA75 6QF 

Tobermory Area Office

16/02452/PP Change of use and extension to existing 
steading to form dwellinghouse

Steadings North East Of 
Sheepknowe House Bunessan 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of Mull

16/02434/PP Formation of camping facilities including 10 
glamping pods with associated external decks, 
erection of services building , installation of 
septic tank and formation of new vehicular 
access

Land South Of Bishops Walk 
Isle Of Iona Argyll And Bute 
PA76 6SP 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Iona

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

First Registration of a 
Croft

Euphemia MacDonald 
and Iain Alan MacDonald 
has registered their croft 
4 Bunacaimb, Arisaig & 
Moidart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by May 4 2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C2950.

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A84/A85 AND A85 TRUNK ROADS (LOCHEARNHEAD AND 
LOCHEARNSIDE) (30MPH AND 50MPH SPEED LIMITS) ORDER 2016
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS hereby give notice that they have made the 
above Order under section 84(1)(a) and 124(1)(d) of, and paragraph 27 
of Schedule 9 to, the Road Traffi c Regulation Act 1984(a).
The effect of the Order is as described in Oban Times and West 
Highland Times dated 07 April 2016, and the Edinburgh Gazette Issue 
Number 27700 dated 08 April 2016. The Order comes into force on 
Monday 03 October 2016.
A copy of the Order as made, the relevant plan and the Revoked Order 
may be inspected free of charge until 02 November 2016 during 
normal business hours at the offi ces of Transport Scotland, Buchanan 
House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow, G4 0HF; Killin Library, Main 
Street, Killin, Perthshire, FK21 8UW and Strathyre Village Shop and 
Post Offi ce, Strathyre, Perthshire, FK18 8NA.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at http://www.transport.gov.scot/road/road-and-
traffi c-orders/north-west-traffi c-orders
S R LEES
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, 
Glasgow G4 0HF

The clan that gave us Macbeth, 
cycling and a prime minister
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www.CelticJourneys.us  •  (703) 941-6455

SCOTLAND

Deluxe escorted tours 18-guest maximum

2016 Escorted
— Tours —

Haunted Scotland 
Highland Ghost Hunting

Scotland’s most haunted places! Rosslyn Chapel, Fyvie
Castle, Elgin Cathedral, Wardlaw Mausoleum, Culloden
Battlefield, Clava Cairns, Eilean Donan Castle, Kilmartin
Glen, and private luncheon at Scotland’s most haunted

castle, Glamis, in the 16th-century castle keep!
October 29-November 6 • 8 Nights • $3,595

Hogmanay Celebration
New Year’s Eve in Scotland

Ring in the New Year with a traditional Highland
celebration at the award-winning 18th-century

Culloden House. A five-star experience! 
December 29-January 4 • 6 Nights • $3,095

2017 Escorted
— Tours —

14th Annual Outlander Tour®

Based on the book series by Diana Gabaldon.
Time travel, history, intrigue, passion, loyalty,

and pride – the 18th-century Highlands.
Four Departures: 

May 14, Sept. 17, Oct. 8 • 7 Nights • $3,595
June 25-July 5 • 10 Nights • $4,595

Western & Northern
Islands of Scotland

This tour combines two popular tours, 
Lords of the Isles and Viking Treasure. 

Skye, Lewis, Harris, Orkney, the Northwest
and Northeast coasts, and the Highlands.

August 13-27, 2017 • 14 Nights • $5,995

Contact Judy at 703-941-6455 or 
judy@celticjourneys.us to inquire or to book

New Tour!

New Tour!

Scotsmaster / Member of the Better Business Bureau / Licensed and Insured / Tourist Board Certification
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Subscribe to
SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

UK subscription: £15 
Worldwide subscription: £25

Click www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
Call 01371 851868

Now the official magazine of the Standing Council of Scottish 
Chiefs, the new-look Scots Heritage magazine is an unbeatable 
read. With features on clans, genealogy, great Scots, the events 
which forged a nation, and a wealth of ar ticles on Scottish history 
and culture, no other magazine is as successful at keeping Scots 
at home and abroad in touch with their heritage.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

A DRIECH day in Benderloch was 
lit up by the launch of the Bookends 
Festival on Saturday September 24. 

Nearly 100 avid readers gathered at 
The Victory Hall to join together cel-
ebrating the written and spoken word. 

The wood-lined hall has been trans-
formed into a sumptuous reading 
space. 

Everyone commented on the 
comfort and warmth as they settled 
into the deep sofas to read a newly 
discovered title or browse the many 
shelves crammed full of fiction and 
non-fiction for all ages. 

Kenneth Steven, poet and author, 
completed the official launch thank-
ing everyone who helped bring the 
festival to fruition and manned the 
festival book bins around Oban. He 
also thanked local sponsors Mac-
Queen Bros., Ben Lora Cafe, Fusion 
Marine and George Berry’s Man and 
A Van, Oban.

Joy Cameron, organiser, said: ‘We 
couldn’t have wished for a better start 
to this week-long festival. I’m delight-
ed our authors, Kenneth Steven and 
Norman Bissell, could join us and 
they were so entertaining with stories 
and poems of Argyll, the isles and the 
Highlands. 

‘Kenneth writes for both adults and 
children and took us on a voyage 
across to Iona and beyond to Scandi-
navia and Iceland. His readings from 
The Well of The North Wind and 
Glen Lyon were both entertaining 
and engaging.

‘Norman led us on a journey from 
Glasgow to Luing and with readings 
from his forthcoming novel The Last 
Man in Europe took us to Jura and 
the life and times of George Orwell.’ 

Audiences at both events were 
delighted to have had the chance to 
hear these top Scottish authors speak 
on their own doorstep. 

Many arrived early or left late as 
The Reading Room is open from 3.30 
- 6.30pm each day of the festival. 

Anyone may come and browse, 
choose a book they wish to read or 
bring a book to exchange. 

Campbell Cameron, organiser, 
explained: ‘One of the reasons for 
making such an effort with creating 
this reading space is to allow lots of 
people in our community to have a 
warm and comfortable place to gath-
er, chat and enjoy books. Many have 
brought books to add to the extensive 
collection and many have taken a 
few more away. People have made 
donations to our fund which will be 
used to keep the space warm and help 
to provide teas, coffees and cakes for 
visitors.’

As well as being impressed at the 
wide collection of books and comfort-
able seating, visitors to the reading 
room have been anxious to find out 
how long this space could be availa-
ble for. ‘Time will tell,’ said Joy and 
Campbell, adding ‘everyone is so keen 
to use it so we may be able to extend 
the use of the hall as a reading room 
for a short time. We hope many locals 
and visitors will come and visit the 
reading room and give us feedback 
on this first festival in order that we 
can make sure it is meeting everyone’s 
hopes and needs.’

The Bookends Festival continues 
until Saturday October 1 with more 
authors and events to come, including 
an up-cycling event called Take A 
Seat on Thursday, a family quiz 
on Friday with Craig Munro, on 
Saturday Judy Fairbairns reads from 
her memoir Afternoon Tea with An 
Island Wife, followed by an evening 
with Russell Campbell reading from 
his novel Movers and Shirkers. 

The festival closes on Saturday 
evening when Russell Campbell will 
announce the winners of its titles 
competition: you can create a new ti-
tle for a book and drop your idea into 
the titles’ box for free in the reading 
room throughout the week and the 
winners will receive book tokens.

Bookend Festival a 
big hit with readers

Norman Bissell reads from one 
of his books.

Kenneth Steven opens the Bookends 
Festival in Benderloch.

Some of the visitors to the Bookends Festival in Benderloch.

Kenneth Steven signs copies of his book.



 BUILDING / DIY

DRIVEWAY BLOCK PAV-
ING 285 concrete blocks: 
200x100x50mm, equivalent 
6 square metres. Collect 
from Cairnbaan,  £5 Tele-
phone 01546 606269.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

DISHWASHER pro-Action, 
excellent condition, used 
just a few times. Call 
evening,  £99 Telephone 
01852 300154.
HOOVER BAGLESS 
CYLINDER new still in 
box.  Hoover Spritz bagless 
cylinder vacuum cleaner. 

www.facebook.com/obantimes

like us on facebook
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Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.
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MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGEMOBILITY

OBAN BLINDS

WINDOW BLINDS

WOOD BURNING STOVES

BUSINESS CARDS

26 CLASSIFIEDS Thursday 29 September, 2016

GAS SUPPIERS

TRADE SUPPLIES

HEATING ENGINER

CHERRY 
PICKER

Genie Lift Excellent 
working condition 

and well looked after. 
Used on private 
property for last 

5 years. Powered 
with 12 volt battery 
with built in battery 

chargers.

£3500 
TELEPHONE 

07780 818134 The family of the late 
Alexander (Bachie) MacFarlane 

would like to express their 
sincere gratitude to wonderful 
friends who have supported us 
throughout Ally‛s illness and 

after his passing. Morag, Bobbi, 
Gina, Morvern, Alan, Sharon, 
Cammy, Adrian, Caitlin, Shona 

and also special thanks to 
Morvern for her beautiful heart 

display of fl owers.
Thank you all for your 

continuing support, it means so 
much to us xx

THANK YOU ALL

With love from 
Mum, Dad and Fergus

all the animals 
and other family.

Happy Birthday
Olivia Pivia Foxtrot 
Bananahead 16! 

PERSONALS

Energy rating A. £59.99 
at Argos,  £25 Telephone 
07887 541263.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COCKER SPANIEL PUPS 
all black 2 dogs, 1 bitch. 
KC registered very good 
working pedigree and 
microchipped, ready to 
home now,  £385 Telephone 
01496 810059².
COLLIE BITCH 3 years 
old for work or pet,  £350 
Telephone 01852 500687².
LHASA APSO PUPPIES 
beautiful, dark brown and 
white and brown, ready 
end of Oct, two bitches, 
one dogs, will be micro-
chipped, 1st vaccination 
and wormed,  £450-500 
Telephone 07779 948163.

 FIREARMS
.22 BRNO with fitted silenc-
er and telescopic sight, FAC 
required,  £130 Telephone 
07900 512595.
BREDA 5 shot semi-au-
tomatic shotgun, FAC 
required,  £100 Telephone 
07900 512595.

 FURNITURE
CD STORAGE TOWERS 
three wooden towers, each 
holds up to 160 CDs. Can 
sell separately,  £30 Tele-
phone 01866 822526.
DINING TABLE AND  
CHAIRS circular extending 
dining table and four 
padded chairs,  £100 Tele-
phone 01855 821482.
DISPLAY DRINKS CABI-
NET Excellent Condition,  
£50.  Telephone 01855 
821482.
SIDEBOARD solid wood 
L160cmxD45cmxH85cm 

buyer collects,  £25 Telephone 
07546 511807 (Arisaig).

 GARDEN
CAST IRON LAWN ROLLER 
vintage, in good working 
order, repainted for garden 
display, call for details,  £90 
Telephone 01631 564578.
CAST IRON RAIN  HOP-
PERS for replacement use or 
for garden planters.  Getting 
hard to fi nd now,  £25 Tele-
phone 01631 564578.
SMALL REFURBISHED 
VINTAGE implement and 
wheelbarrow wheels.  Fresh-
ly painted and will make 
great garden feature,  £40 
Telephone 01631 564578.
TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry,  FREE 
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Offi ce Hours.
VICTORIAN CHIMNEY 
POTS various shapes and 
colours, ideal garden plant-
ers or ornamental features, 
prices from,  £40 Telephone 
01631 564578.

VINTAGE CARTWHEELS 
Edwardian/Victorian from 
small to very large, repainted 
for garden or hotel display, 
prices start at,  £40 Telephone 
01631 564578.

 GARDEN 
MACHINERY

PETROL GRASS TRIMMER 
Qualcast 30cc 2 stroke Petrol 
Grass Trimmer-5 years old 
but rarely used-like new 
condition. Incl harness, etc & 
instructions,  £40 Telephone 
01631 564326.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, Blue and Pink colours 
in stock available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print.  Tele-
phone 01586 554975.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
BRASS FREE STANDING 
LIGHT very good condition,  
£15 Telephone 01631 
720036.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

WHITE BATHROOM SUITE 
bath, hand basin & toilet, all 
taps included. Triton electric 
shower, glass screen. Very 
good condition. (Lochgilphe-
ad area),  £150 Telephone 
07905 316483.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS CALENDARS, featur-
ing spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, Glen-
coe, Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 

Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, Shet-
land, Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE
BOAT TRAILER for boat up 
to 14 feet, surface rust, but 
wheels and bearings good,  
£80 Telephone 01397 772522 
(Corpach) / 07900 447995.
LIFE JACKET adult Seago, 
classic 180N, brand new, 
unused, still in packet,  £50 
Telephone 01852 300495.
SAILING MAC yellow, medi-
um, unused,  £15 Telephone 
01852 300495.

 MISCELLANEOUS
JIGSAWS 500-1500 Pieces 
as new good selection,  £1.50 
- £4.50 Telephone 01855 
821482.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

YAMAHA KEYBOARD 
220YPT as new, with instruc-
tion book,  £85 Telephone 
01586 553144.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL 
Market your business 
effectively with professionally 

TABLE AND 
CHAIRS

Light oak table and 
chairs, length 180, 
width 90, 6 chairs

£250 
TELEPHONE 

01631 563404

designed leafl ets, posters 
and fl yers from Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.
THANK YOU CARDS New 
baby or wedding, with a photo 
of your new arrival or big day.  
Truly individual, a treasured 

keepsake.  Call Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 WANTED
AIRGUN wanted.  Telephone 
01586 810159².



MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of my dear fi ancé Ian 
who died on October 1, 2014.
Deep in my heart you will 
always stay 
Loved and remembered every 
day
- Jessie xxx
MACKECHNIE - In loving 
memory of John, dearly loved 
son, brother and uncle who 
died September 27, 1992.
You’re missed so very much 
John and always in our 
thoughts
Our memories of you we 
treasure
Forever remembered with 
love
- Mum, Davin, Marina, Agnes 
and all your nephews and 
nieces 
MACKENZIE - Treasured 
memories of our beloved 
son and brother Jamie, died 
October 1, 2000, aged 24.
Our hearts still ache with 
sadness
Our secret tears still fl ow
For what it meant to lose you
No one will ever know.
- Mum, Dad, and Andrew.
MACKENZIE - In loving 
memory of my dear grandson 
Jamie, who died October 1, 
2000.
Silent thoughts
Memories unseen
Wishing your absence was 
only a dream.
- Granny Henderson.
RITCHIE - In loving memory 
of Jean (née MacLean) passed 
away September 29, 2014.
Gone are the days we used to 
share
But in our hearts you are 
always there
Never more than a thought 
away
Loved and remembered every 
day.
- Andrew and family, Mallaig.
SCOTT - Treasured memories 
of our mum and granny, Jean, 
who died October 1, 2000 and 
our dad and papa Eddie who 
died September 27, 2013.
Always remembered.
- Pamela, David, Edmund, 
Bronwen, Gordon, Kirsten, 
Caitlin, Gavin and Sarah xxxx
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

Thought for the week

St Paul’s letter to the Philippians verse 8 & 9
“If anything is excellent or praiseworthy think 

about such things”

“If anything is excellent or praiseworthy think about such things”
Paul understood the influence of one’s thoughts on one’s life. 
What a person allows to occupy his thoughts will sooner or later 
determine his speech or action.
Paul put this very positively and didn’t spell out the devastating 
and corrosive effect of negative thoughts leading to the fear and 
hatred so evident in his time and in ours that could have been 
avoided.  As he concludes in verse 9,
 “Whatever you have learned or seen in me (and in Jesus Christ) 
put into practice. And the God of peace will be with you.”
                                              
           Geoff Fairbairn
       Quakers

GRADUATION

Jenna Bríd MacLean
Jenna graduated with a BA (Hons) 2:1 in International 

Hospitality Management from Glasgow Caledonian University. 
Jenna is the daughter of Scott and Una MacLean, Arisaig, 

granddaughter of the late Eddie and Brigid Lee, Arisaig, and 
the late Janet and William MacLean, Bridge of Weir. Jenna is a 

former pupil of Arisaig Primary and Mallaig High School.

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
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PA34 4HB
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www.obantimes.co.uk
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GOLDEN WEDDINGS

DONALD - GOODBRAND 
- At St. Modan’s Church, 
Benderloch by Rev 
MacDonald on October 1, 
1966, Sandy to Ann. Present 
address, Cromar, Barcaldine.

DEATHS

ALLAN - Peacefully, at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on September 24, 2016, 
in his 81st year, James, (Spiv), 
son of the late Alec and Ann, 
brother of the late Mary, Alec, 
Jenny, John, Nana, Willie and 
Cathie. Much loved uncle 
and friend. Funeral service 
will take place at Oban Parish 
Church, Glencruitten Road, 
Oban, on Wednesday October 
5 at 1.00 p.m. Thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.
MACDONALD - Jane 
(Sheana), aged 85 years, 
passed away peacefully at 
Lynn of Lorne Care Home, 
Benderloch. Loving wife of 
the late Angie, much loved 
mother of Anne and the late 
Morag, mother-in-law of 
Kenneth and special gran of 
Sarah and Grant and great 
granny to Dexter. Missed by 
all.
MACNEIL - Peacefully at 
home on September 20, 2016, 
in his 88th year,  Roderick 
Joseph Macneil (Roddy), 
beloved husband of Mavis, 
dear father of Donald and 
Roddy. Sadly missed.
MACNICOL - William 
Alexander. Peacefully at home 
on Sunday September 25, aged 
86 years, cherished husband of 
Cona and much loved by his 
family and friends. Funeral at St 
Mundas Church, Ballachulish 
at 2pm on Monday October 3. 
All welcome.
MINNIS - Peacefully, in 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness 
on Tuesday September 20, 
2016, Nina Minnis, aged 94 
years, beloved wife of the 
late Norman, much loved 
mum of Robert, Lachlan and 
the late Ellen, adored granny 
and great-granny (GG), also a 
loving sister and aunt. Funeral 
service will be held tomorrow, 
(Friday) September 30, 2016, 
at 2pm, in Salvation Army 
Church, Kinlochleven; 
thereafter to Kinlochmore 
Cemetery. Family fl owers 
only please, donations, if 
desired, to local causes can 
be given at the church door or 
forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Dudley 
Road, Fort William. “The 
Lord is my Shepherd; I shall 
not want.”
REID - Suddenly but 
peacefully at Raigmore 
Hospital, Inverness on 
Wednesday September 21, 
Catherine MacDougall, aged 
83 years, after many years 
on Renal Dialysis stoically 
borne. A very much loved 
mother of Jack and Lorraine, 
adoring granny of Lynsey, 
Amanda, Ruairidh, Megan, 
Emily and Jack. Loving sister 
of John, Florence and Neil. 
Funeral will take place at 
Muckairn Church, Taynuilt, 
date to be arranged. Flowers 
or donations for Renal 
Unit, Belford Hospital, Fort 
William would be appropriate.
ROSS – Suddenly at Wishaw 
General Hospital on Thursday 
September 15, 2016, John 
Robson, eldest son of the late 
Bert and Sally Ross. Late of  
Bonawe.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CLARK - Helen and family 
wish to thank most sincerely 
the many kind expressions 
of sympathy and support 
following Neil’s death. Cards, 
fl owers and telephone calls 
have been much appreciated. 
Special thanks to Rev. Dugald 
Cameron for a very uplifting 
service and to all medical 
services for their tender care 
to Neil in his last days. Thanks 
also to D&A Munn for kind 
and effi cient service and to 
Royal Hotel for catering. 
Sum of £494.32 was raised 
for Macmillan Day Bed Unit. 
Thank you.

JOHNSTON - The family 
of the late Norman Johnston 
would like to thank all those 
who paid their last respects 
at Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Parish Church and graveside. 
Many thanks to Rev R Baxter 
for his comforting service, 
McFall undertakers for their 
effi cient service and Meg 
and staff at Railway Club for 
catering. Thanks to staff at 
Glen Mor Medical Practice 
with special thanks to Craig 
MacMillan and also special 
thanks to staff at Invernevis 
House for their excellent 
care and attention shown to 
Norman over the years. A 
collection was made at the 
church for the Invernevis 
Residents fund.
LEES - In memory of Billy, 
who sadly died suddenly 
on Wednesday September 
7 and funeral took place on 
Wednesday September 21.
Much loved son of Rab 
and Betty Lees and loving 
brother to Barbara and Robert 
and loving uncle to all his 
nieces and nephews. Rab and 
Betty would like to thank 
Rev Richard Baxter for the 
lovely service and all who 
attended the Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church. Also 
thanks to Railway Club for 
catering, to all for thoughtful 
cards and fl owers received 
and McLellan’s for funeral 
services.
MACDONALD - Jenny, 
Karen, Colin and their 
families would like to thank 
family, friends, neighbours 
and ex-work colleagues for 
their many kind expressions 
of sympathy, fl owers, phone 
calls, cards, visits and food 
parcels received following 
their recent sad loss of 
Roddy. Our thanks to local 
ambulance and police staff for 
their attendance and support 
at this time. Special thanks 
to Belinda Braithwaite, of the 
Humanist Society Scotland, 
for a comforting, uplifting and 
personal tribute to Roddy; to 
Donald MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for their effi cient 
and caring service; to Graham 
Brown and staff at Achnabreac 
Cemetery for their assistance; 
to Iain Campbell for piping 
at the graveside; to ‘Flowers 
by Morna’ for the beautiful 
fl oral tributes and to the 
Cairnbaan Hotel for purvey. 
Finally our thanks to all 
who attended the service at 
Achnabreac Cemetery to pay 
their respects. It was a great 
comfort and support and was 
greatly appreciated by us all.
MACDOUGALL - The 
family of the late Ivy would 
like to thank all relatives 
and friends for their kind 
expressions of sympathy in 
the way of cards, letters and 
messages since the loss of their 
mum, gran and great-gran. A 
special thanks to staff of Ward 
B, Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Mears carers and staff at Lynn 
Court for all their care. To 
Rev. Dugald Cameron for a 
comforting service and Ian 
of D & A Munn for support 
and kindness shown. To all 
the Royal Hotel for their 
refreshments. A collection 
of £236.96 was raised for 
Macmillan Day Bed Unit, 
Oban.
MACFADYEN - The family 
of the late Johan would 
sincerely like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours 
for their support and kind 
expressions of sympathy 
extended to them following 
their sad loss. Grateful thanks 
to nursing staff at Ward I, 
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
and also the home care team. 
Sincere thanks to Rev. Chris 
Fulcher for her comforting 
service  and also those who 
paid their last respects at 
church and graveside. Thanks 
also to D & A  Munn Ltd for 
their guidance and  the Rowan 
Tree Hotel for catering. A 
total of £818.38 was collected 
and donated to ABCD charity.
McCOWAN - Jan and family 
of the late John McCowan 
would like to thank family, 
friends, neighbours and 
colleagues for their support 

THE Church of Scotland 
is going ‘On the Road’ this 
autumn, running a series 
of day and evening events 
across the country. 

The idea is to listen to the 
voice of people in the local 
church – to hear their views 
on what it needs to do to 
enable a flourishing church 
into the 2020s and beyond.

‘On the Road’ is a process 
designed to enable the 
national councils, who exist 
only to support the local 
church in its mission and 
ministry, to plan well for the 
future. 

The Church of Scotland 
explains: ‘Like every house-

Church ‘On the Road’
hold throughout the land, 
we need to prioritise what 
we do and what we spend – 
and we need your ideas and 
wisdom to do that well.

‘These events are an 
open invitation to everyone 
connected with the church. 
Whether you are a regular 
worshipper, or an occasion-
al attender, whether you 
take a leadership role in 
your local church or simply 
drop in from time to time, 
‘On the Road’ wants to hear 
from you. 

‘We want to hear from folk 
from every background and 
every congregation: don’t 
leave it to someone else - 

come and have your say. 
‘‘On the Road’ will take 

time to listen to your think-
ing. 

‘It will also share some 
new ideas which the Gener-
al Assembly has agreed we 
should try out, asking how 
you respond to them. 

‘This process of listening 
and sharing will contribute 
to future planning – pri-
oritising what we do to be 
more effective in support-
ing discipleship, mission 
and ministry.’

The Oban event will 
take place in Oban Parish 
Church on Saturday Octo-
ber 8 from 11am to 3pm.

St Kieran’s 200th 
anniversary of worship
CAMPBELTOWN Roman 
Catholic St Kieran’s church 
marked its bi-centenary 
with a mass attended by the 
11th Bishop of Argyll and 
the Isles Brian McGee.

The church service, on 
Wednesday evening last 
week, was followed by a buf-
fet meal attended by about 
150 people in Campbeltown 
town hall.

Father Tony Wood, Bishop of Argyll and the Isles Brian McGee, from Oban and Father 
David Connor hold a � ower arrangement celebrating 200 of St Kieran’s RC Church in 

Campbeltown.  25_c40200years03_tonywood

The celebration mass for St Kieran’s RC Church. 

Father Michael Hutson and 
Irene O’Neill at the celebration 

meal.  25_c40200years02_irene

and kind expressions of 
sympathy received following 
the sad loss of John. Grateful 
thanks to Lorn Medical 
Centre, Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Macmillan Nurses, 
Hamish Hoey and Sons and 
Amanda and staff at the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
for their support and kindness 
at this diffi cult time.

MEMORIAMS

ALLAN – In loving memory 
of my 18 year old brother 
Hamish, who died September 
24, 1975.
Always in my thoughts
-John 
BLUE - In loving memory of 
our dear mother Mary, who 
died October 2, 2011.
An empty space no-one can 
fi ll 
We miss you now and always 
will
- Donnie, Mary, Jim, Kevin 
and Ryan.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of Chris, son and 
brother, died September 28, 
2015.
You are loved and missed 
every day
Simply the best
- Dad, Isobel and Jacqui xxx
DAW - Hugh. Hughie on 
the 4th anniversary. Fondly 
remembered and thought of
Look after mum and gran for 
me.
- Paul.
KIRSOP - 1st anniversary. 
Joanna, a precious daughter 
and sister taken from us on 
October 1, 2015.
No matter what challenges 
you had to face your smile 
and laughter lit up our lives 
and we were so lucky to have 
been able to call you daughter.
- Mum, Dad and Thomas
KIRSOP - 1st anniversary. 
Joanna, no matter what you 
faced in life you smiled 
and laughed the whole way 
through. This memory we will 
keep in our hearts forever.
- Sine, Kathleen and families
MACDONALD - Jimmy 
Drumfern / Tirindrish. It’s 
hard to believe it’s four 
years since you slipped away 
without a fuss and broke the 
hearts of all of us.
- Love Hazel and family x
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
Julia, who passed away on 
September 30, 2008.
Will miss you forever.
- Julie and Roddy.
MACINNES – Roddy, 
tragically taken from us on 
September 28, 2010.
I have only your memory 
Roddy
To remember my whole life 
through
But the sweetness will linger 
forever
As I treasure the image of 
you.
- From your loving mum.
Treasured memories of our 
dear brother.
- Violet, Marina and Hazel.
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Women’s shinty

Grangemoth         17           
Oban Lorne          17                             
BT Women’s National D2

Another successful Oban Sportif

Women’s rugby

NEARLY 100 riders took part 
in a road cycling challenge 
last Sunday, which has raised 
around £10,000 since its incep-
tion four years ago.

Oban Sportive, which is a 
non-competitive race, takes 
place every autumn and at-
tracts entrants from across the 
country.

Now in its fourth year, its ‘rep-
utation as a tough challenge 
was confirmed with wild weath-
er over the weekend – littering 
the roads with debris,’ wrote 

Anja Powell seems to be 
enjoying things.

A look of sheer determination is written all over the face of
 Fraser Inglis.

Nicholas Charlton gets out of the saddle to pedal his way up this testing incline.Michael Bossard leads Gavin Blainey through Glen Lonan

Oban butcher Alister Jackson looks fresh enough. Sean Jamieson puts his back into it while climbing this hill.

Nick Charlton of North Argyll 
Cycle Club.

He added: ‘It was great to 
see local entrants, only having 
taken up the sport recently, 
taking part in something they 
previously would have not 
thought possible. 

‘The atmosphere was one of 
co-operation with riders help-
ing each other out and seeing 
each other through.’

The cyclists had the choice 
of two routes around Oban to 
take on: the 84-mile Kilmartin 

route, which heads south, loop-
ing along the Crinan canal and 
back up the Moss Road before 
the tough ride the length of 
Loch Awe to Kilchrenan. 

The shorter, but some say 
even tougher, Loch Avich route 
turns off at Kilmelford for the 
climb to Loch an Losgainn 
Mor; there’s no let up as the 
road winds up and down to join 
the long course at Dalavich. 

All riders then return to 
Taynuilt for the last leg, then 
head up to Glen Lonan before 
making their way to Oban.

Oban Rotary managed the 
course; Inner Wheel stocked 
up the ‘excellent’ cake stops and 
Atlantis Café ‘kept the soup 
flowing at the finish’.

Mr Charlton said: ‘Fast and 
slow alike scoffed cake, energy 
bars and Tesco fruit and took on 
the ride knowing they wouldn’t 
get lost and that Rotary were at 
their backs. Testament to this is 
the number of visiting entrants 
who have come back year after 
year and newcomers for whom 
this is their first experience of 
Oban hospitality.’

Love Oban and Dawn Fresh 
provided the timing equipment 
and the event was supported by 
Atlantis Leisure, which made 
all its facilities available, and 

the local bike shops – The 
Rusty Cycle Shed and Oban 
Cycles. 

Oban Sportive, which has 
raised £10,000 for local chari-
ties and good causes, is set to 
become a permanent fixture. 

To find out more or to get in-
volved, visit www.obansportive.
co.uk. 

North Argyll cycle club offers 
a programme of sport cycling 
events throughout the year, 
and the club can be contacted 
via the Oban Sportive website.

Look, no hands!  
Graham McNab.

North Under 17s 5 
South Under 17s 0 
THE NORTH U17 were 5-0 
winners over the South U17 at 
Mossfield on Saturday Septem-
ber 25.

The Mossfield ground staff 
worked wonders to get the pitch 
playable after the recent heavy 
rain had left the pitch unplaya-
ble the previous day. 

The North Senior team who defeated their South conterparts 3-2 in a thrilling game at Moss� eld.

The North under 17 team proved just too strong for their South opponents.

Double up for the North
Skye’s Katherine Dibble gave 

the North a nine-minute head 
start and a goal from Loch-
aber’s Natalie MacDonald just 
before the break made it 2-0.

There was still time for Chloe 
MacLeod from Strathglass, 
who was named player of the 
match, to add a third to make it 
3-0 at half time.  

The North, coached by 

Glengarry’s Karen Williamson, 
made it 4-0 through Lochaber’s 
Sarah Davie early in the second 
half before Davie then got her 
second to round off a good 5-0 
win for the North over their 
South counter-parts,  who were 
coached by Aberdour’s Rosie 
Mulligan.  

The North were captained by 
Charlotte Graham from Strath-

glass while Iona MacNicol from 
Dunadd captained the South.

The North’s Chloe Macleod 
was awarded player of the 
match by referee Alex MacVic-
ar. 

North Seniors 3 
South Seniors 2
THE SENIOR meeting be-
tween the North and the South 
was a much closer affair with 
the North eventually running 
out 3-2 winners at Mossfield on 
Sunday.

Skye’s Robbie Gordon looked 
after the North side with former 
Lochcarron boss and current 
Camanachd Association refer-
ee Ross Brown taking charge 
of the South. 

The sides were level at two 
goals apiece early in the second 
half. Skye’s Lorna MacRae and 
Lovat’s Laura Gallagher, who 
captained the North, got the 
North goals whilst Aberdour 
pair Katy Smith and Niamh 
Donnelly netted for the South, 
who were captained by GMA’s 
Laura McCafferty.

A second goal from Lorna 
MacRae with only six minutes 

remaining had the North 3-2 in 
front and they saw out the clos-
ing stages to retain the trophy.

Referee Alex MacVicar 
deservedly deemed Lochaber’s 
Mairi Duncan the stand-out 
player on the park, edging out 
Aberdour’s Taryn Neilson for 
her fine saves throughout. This 
year sees the North swing the 
pendulum of wins from South 
dominance. Last year a North 
win made it eight each. The 
North have now won nine and 
the South eight encounters.

The Women’s Camanachd 
Association would like to thank 
the Macaulay Association for 
its continued  support and hos-
pitality. The WCA presented 
Macaulay Association’s  Davie 
Hamilton with a gesture of 
thanks for all his input.

The WCA would also like to 
thank referee Alex MacVicar 
for being in charge of both 
games and Oban Lorn’s Karen 
and Claire for goal judging.

Thanks also went to Super-
drug in Oban for the Senior 

strips and Michael Dunstaff-
nafe for the u17 strips.

Argyll shinty shop was also 
kindly  in attendance.

Thanks were made to Ian Hay 
and his grounds staff team at 
Mossfield, who deserved credit 
for the condition of the park 
and its maintenance, allowing 
the event to go ahead.

A grateful thanks went to 
Paul Paterson, who came along 
and took all the photos on the 
day for which the WCA were 
appreciative.

OBAN Lorne Ladies had their 
first away game of the season to 
Grangemouth on Sunday.

The home side kicked off but 
the Oban girls were quick to put 
the pressure on them, pushing 
the home team back into their 
own 22. With two good runs 
from Laura MacCormick and 
Ailsa MacLachlan, in the 10th 
minute the ball was given out to 
the backs and Emma Roxburgh 
took her chance and made the 
break into the Grangemouth 

Lorne Ladies draw away in Grangemouth
defensive line scoring the first 
try of the game (5-0). 

Ellie MacNiven stepped up to  
take the conversion which took 
the score up to 7-0 Oban. 

Throughout the first half, 
Oban continued to put pressure 
on Grangemouth but could not 
get a chance to break the de-
fence . Ellie MacNiven stopped 
Grangemouth making a break 
with a good tackle, but leaving 
her with a shoulder injury. Ellie 
was taken off with Lyndsay 
Waterson replacing her.

With no more scoring Oban 
went into half time leading 7-0.

Oban extended their lead 

when Roxburgh broke free only 
minutes into the second half 
making for a second try. Kerri 
Colthart took the conversion 
but the ball just fell short.

Grangemouth hit back and 
broke the Oban line scoring 
their first try of the game, but 
the conversion fell short.

Another try
Roxburgh scored another try 

for Oban but Keri Colthart’s 
conversion fell short again. 

Within two minutes of the 
restart Grangemouth scored 
their second try but the conver-
sion went wide. 

In the last 10 minutes of the 

game Oban lost the services of 
Fiona Steele with a leg injury.

With Steele down, Grangem-
outh scored another try. The 
successful conversion brought 
the score to 17-17.

The remaining two minutes 
was played on the halfway line 
with the game finishing as a 
17-17 draw.

This Sunday Oban Lorne have 
a home match against Brought-
on in the preliminary round of 
the Sarah Beaney Cup. Kick off 
is 2pm at Glencruitten. Oban Lorne Ladies pictured before last weekend’s game against Grangemouth.
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South Lochaber Thistle   1
Oban Saints    5
Friendly match

Golf News

Killin

Calum wins top 
award at recent 
tournament

Triathlon

Youth shinty

Calum Macmillan of Park 
Primary School won the 

William ‘Flip’ Fleming player 
of the year award at the recent 

Ian ‘Parrott’ Macmillan six-a-
side tournament held at

Moss� eld Stadium.

Margaret MacLean and Colin Carmichael won the Caledonia Cup 
at Oban Bowling Club last week, winning every game

 in the process.

SENIOR Ladies’ Open 
Stableford: Wednesday 
September 21 - 1 Lynn 
MacDonald (Strathtay) 33; 2 
Janet Buchanan (Dalmally) 
32; 3 Janet Henderson (Royal 
Montrose) 31  BIH.

Best Veteran (70+) - Helen 
Telford (Pitlochry) 30; Longest 
Drive:  Silver - Janet Hender-
son (Royal Montrose); Longest 
Drive: Bronze - Sheena 
Chisholm (Killin); Nearest 
the Pin - Carol MacDougall 
(Taynuilt). 

Magic 2s: none. 
CSS 70.

Oban Saints Under 13s received a new set of strips last week and the club is hoping that they will be lucky. The players tried them on for 
size for the � rst time last Friday and posed for a photograph alongside Nick Lane of JM Boyd Plumbers, who sponsored the kit.

Neil Macsween, who coaches the team, said: ‘We greatly appreciate the kind sponsorship and hope that the strips bring us good luck.’

STUCK in the middle of a run 
of three blank Saturdays Oban 
Saints arranged a midweek 
friendly last Wednesday against 
newly-formed South Lochaber 
Thistle in Kinlochleven.
 The new club have made an 
impressive start to life in the 
West of Scotland Amateur 
Football League winning three 
out of four matches to sit in 
second place in the Premier 
Division. Thistle’s only reverse 
came in a close match against 
unbeaten league leaders 
Newshot with the two already 
looking set to slug it out for the 
Premier Division title.

Saints travelled with a squad 
of 15 and, with rolling substi-
tutes permitted, every player 
was guaranteed at least 60 
minutes of action to maintain 
match sharpness ahead of this 
Saturday’s Scottish Amateur 
Cup second round match at 
home to Bishopton.

South Lochaber are also on 
Scottish cup duty on Saturday 
and face a tough test away to 
top Caledonian League side 
Gartcosh United.

The match kicked off in 
monsoon conditions at the foot 
of the Mamore hills under the 
floodlights at Kinlochleven 
High School. The torrential 
rain continued to fall through-

Saints net fi ve in monsoon 
conditions at Kinlochleven

Oban Saints defend a � rst half corner kick. Match report and photos: Derek Black

Saints manager Alex Craik gives some instructions to his team 
during the half time break. 

out the match making for un-
comfortable viewing from the 
sidelines but ensuring a high 
paced game on the extremely 
slick 3G surface.

Saints took advantage of the 
high defensive line employed 
by the home side to open the 
scoring in the fifth minute.

Donald Campbell and Scott 
Maitland linked up well just in-
side the Saints half with Craig 
MacEwan spinning in behind 
the back four to get on the end 
of a defence-splitting pass from 
Scott. With Scott Rodger in 
hot pursuit Craig launched an 
audacious lob from 36 yards 
which sailed over the head of 
Thistle keeper Ryan Hunter 
and into the net.

The loss of the early goal 
spurred the home side on to a 
decent 10-minute spell in which 
they kept Saints pinned back, 
forcing a flurry of corner kicks.

The Saints’ central defensive 
pairing of Craig Campbell and 
Dene Cassells coped well with 
the aerial assault but had to 
rely on keeper Graham ‘Sugar’ 
Douglas to make a smart save 
down to his left when Paul 
Mcfatridge returned a headed 
clearance, with interest, firing 
in a shot from 18 yards.

The Oban side responded 
with a swift counter attack 
on the left wing where Myles 
McAuley made a surging run 
into the box but delayed slightly 
with his shot allowing Ryan 

Hunter to narrow the angle 
sufficiently to make the block.

The loose ball spun across to 
Craig MacEwan who picked 
out Donald Campbell for what 
should have been a second 
Saints goal. However, Scott 
Maitland unluckily deflected 
Donald’s shot behind for a goal 
kick.

On the right hand side Jamie 
Graham was beginning to get 
forward to support the attack 
and made an overlapping run 
in the 17th minute fizzing a cut 
back at Myles McAuley which 
was too firmly struck for the 
midfield man to get under con-
trol and the chance was lost.

Jamie continued to cause 
problems for Thistle left back 
Darren Duncan and linked up 
well with Craig MacEwan in 
the 22nd minute to create an 
opening for a shot which only 
narrowly failed to find the 
target, clipping the outside of 
the junction of post and bar.

Saints eventually doubled 
their advantage in the 40th 
minute from a good move on 
the right involving Donald 
Campbell and Craig MacE-
wan. Donald picked out Myles 
McAuley in the middle on the 
18-yard line with the midfield 
man electing not to shoot but to 
keep the ball moving to the left 
for young Fraser MacFarlane 
who, despite a poor first touch, 

knocked a tidy finish past Ryan 
Hunter beating the Thistle 
keeper at his near post.

Hesitancy in the Saints back 
four invited a late spell of 
pressure from the home side 
with two corner kicks in quick 

With the Oban side’s first for-
ay forward of the second half 
Craig MacEwan won a free kick 
25 yards from goal and slightly 
left of centre. This was perfect 
Willie Gemmell territory but as 
Willie was still on the sideline 
at this point Donald Campbell 
assumed responsibility for the 
set piece. Donald’s perfectly 
executed low curling free kick 
swerved round the four-man 
Thistle wall and skimmed 
along the slick surface into the 
bottom corner of the net past 
Ryan Hunter’s left hand to put 
Saints three goals up.

Craig MacEwan looked to 
further extend Saints’ ad-
vantage with a firmly struck 
53rd-minute shot which Ryan 
Hunter did well to hold.

Thistle got back into the game 
in the 55th minute when a ball 
over the top caught David 
McArthur too far up the park 
giving Scott Hunter a chance to 
run in behind. Graham Doug-
las came off his line to inter-
cept but Hunter was first to the 
ball and deftly chipped the ball 
into the unguarded net to give 
the home side a glimmer of a 
chance of staging a comeback.

Those hopes were extin-
guished just three minutes 
later after a terrific move from 
Donald Campbell and Myles 
McAuley was rounded off with 
Donald slotting a shot through 

the goalkeeper’s legs from close 
range.

Saints rounded off the scoring 
in as spectacular a fashion as 
they had opened it. After a 
good move on the right in the 
85th minute Donald Campbell 
spotted Ryan Hunter six yards 
off his goal line and from just 
inside the 18-yard box lifted the 
ball over Hunter and into the 
net to complete a sensational 
hat-trick.

Referee David Dunlop, who 
took care of business with 
minimal fuss, brought a good 
workout in testing conditions 
for both sides to a close with a 
final score of 5-1 to the visitors.

A soaked to the skin Saints 
secretary David Buchanan 
said: ‘It was a really entertain-
ing match played in horrendous 
conditions. I was impressed 
with South Lochaber, they are 
a good team and made us fight 
all the way.

‘The win sets us up nicely for 
our Scottish Cup game against 
Bishopton at Glencruitten at 
the weekend.’

Saturday’s match will kick-off 
at 2pm with referee Kevin No-
lan in charge. Mr Nolan took 
charge of the Scottish Amateur 
Cup final last season between 
Colville Park and Leven Unit-
ed, who beat Saints 2-1 after 
extra time in the semi-final at 
New Douglas Park, Hamilton.  

succession and a 22-yard shot 
from Dave Forbes flew high 
and wide of target before refer-
ee David Dunlop blew for half 
time.

The home side made a posi-
tive start to the second half with 
Andrew Cunningham making 
a mazy run from right to left 
before sending a left-foot shot a 
foot wide of Sugar’s right hand 
post. Paul Mcfatridge also tried 
his luck finding the side netting 
with a well struck shot from the 
left hand side of the Saints box.

Saints hat-trick hero
Donald Campbell

THE SOLD-OUT Craggy 
Island Triathlon will take place 
early next month. 

The popular event, which 
raised £6,000 for Oban 
Mountain Rescue, will run on 
October 8-9, with 200 competi-
tors taking part each day.

The event will start at 
approximately 12.30pm on 
Saturday and on Sunday racing 
will commence at approxi-
mately 2pm.

Competitors will swim 
from Gallanach to the isle of 
Kerrera, then ride 14km on a 
mountain bike, before running 
8km over the bumpy off-road 
terrain.

A children’s race will also 
take place on Sunday from 
approximately 3pm.

The event is organised by 
Paul McGreal, who owns 
Durty Events and Kerrera’s 
Duncan MacEachen.

The organisers would like to 
thank all the volunteers and 
the community of Kerrera 
which has helped make the 
event possible. To find out 
more, or to register for 
next year’s race, visit www.
durtyevents.com.

Craggy Island 
Triathlon

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3650
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

M MacNeil
St Valery Place
Oban

J D MacVean
Kilmichael Glassary
Lochgilphead
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Marine Harvest Premiership
                    P       W      D       L       F       A     Pts
Newtonmore  14      13      1       0      56     10      27
Oban Camanachd  16      10      3       3      32     19      23    
Kyles Athletic  14       9       2       3      46     20      20
Kinlochshiel  15       8       3       4      32     19      19
Lovat   16       7       1       8      28     41      15  
Kingussie  16       6       2       8      26     33      14
Glenurquhart  17       6       2       9      26     41      14  
Lochaber  16       3       6       7      25     38      12  
Skye   14       0       8       6      13     27       8      
Fort William  16       0       2      14     14     50        2

ONLY eight senior shinty 
fixtures beat the wet weather 
last Saturday but Kilmallie won 
the Marine Harvest National 
Division, Aberdeen University 
clinched the Marine Harvest 
North Division 2 title and 
Tayforth won Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 following 
the shinty action on Saturday 
September 24.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Newtonmore 4 
Oban Camanachd 1 
Oban Camanachd and Newton-
more were scheduled to meet in 
a 1pm throw up at Mossfield.
But Mossfield was ruled 
unplayable and the game was 
switched to the Eilan with a 
3.30pm throw-up. 

The sides had met in the 
Camanachd Cup final a week 
earlier when Newtonmore took 
the honours with a 1-0 victory. 
The home side made just one 
change to their starting line-up 
as forward Neil Stewart was 
out after suffering a dislocated 
knee in that game. Fraser 
MacKintosh started in his 
place, with Chris Sellar coming 
onto the bench. Paul MacAr-
thur was free to play but will 
miss this Saturday’s league trip 
to Kirkton to play Kinlochshiel 
through suspension. 

Oban Camanachd defender 
Scott MacKillop was also free 
to play but, like MacArthur, 
his booking in the Camanachd 
Cup final results in a one 
game ban and he will sit out 
this weekend’s trip to Balgate 
to face Lovat. Scotland U17 
player Ross MacMillan was 
given a start in defence with 
James MacMillan pushed into 
midfield.

The Oban side started well 
and could have been in the lead 
had chances been converted, 
even without international 
player Daniel Cameron in the 
visiting line-up. 

It was Newtonmore who 
opened the scoring when a 
Glen MacIntosh shot, deflect-
ed by Scott McKillop, wrong 
footed keeper Gavin Stobbart.  
A second goal followed on the 
26 minute mark when Fraser 
MacIntosh gave the home side 
a two-goal lead.

The Scottish champions’ 
two- goal advantage was not a 
true reflection on the passage 
of play and as referee Graham 

Kilmallie champions of shinty’s
National
Division

Glenurquhart’s Michael Fraser challenges Lochaber’s Duncan 
MacKinnon. Photo: Neil Paterson.

Lochaber keeper Calum Macdonald stays calm under pressure from the Glenurquhart front line. 
Photo: Neil Paterson.

Kilmallie won the National Division after a 2-0 win over Glasgow Mid Argyll last Saturday. The Lochaber side haven’t lost a league game this season and they will be 
hoping to keep that record intact when they take on Beauly at home this Saturday in the � nal league game of the season. Photo: Kilmallie Shinty Club 

Cameron blew for half-time it 
was a disappointed Oban side 
that went in at the break rueing 
missed chances that would 
have put pressure on the league 
leaders.

Camanachd manager Ian Hay 
rang the changes at half-time 
bringing on Robert Alexander 
for team captain James Mac-
Millan and Aidan MacIntyre 
for Malcolm Clark who came 
off with a nose injury.

With the Camanachd defence 
in charge, they were able to 
push on to support the forward 
line with Scott MacMillan and 
David Lafferty providing good 
service. From the resulting 
pressure Lorne Dickie, once 
again outstanding, scored to 
bring the Oban side back into 
the game with 10 minutes to go. 

Despite constant pressure, 
Camanachd could not get the 
equaliser their play deserved, 
although it took a terrific save 
by the home keeper to deny 
Daniel MacVicar.

With Oban pushing for a 
leveller, Newtonmore took 
advantage to score twice more 
to put gloss on the win. Their 
third was a well-worked team 
goal which cut open the Oban 
defence. The move was finished 
off by an unmarked Conor 
Jones who remained composed 
in front of goal to slip the ball 
home with 86 minutes played. 

’More substitute Chris Sellar 
made it 4-1 on the stroke of 
full time with a fantastic indi-
vidual goal. Sellar ran straight 
through the Oban defence 
before knocking the ball past 
the keeper to score. 

The final winning margin was 
harsh on Oban Camanachd but 
they have the chance to bounce 
back this Saturday when they 
head for Balgate to play Lovat 
in the league. 

Newtonmore have that 
winning habit and their consist-
ency again this season is to be 
admired.

Their squad is the strongest 
in shinty by some way and 
they know that a win over 
Kinlochshiel at Kirkton this 
coming Saturday will give them 
a seventh straight Marine Har-
vest Premiership title. 

Camanachd manager Ian 
Hay said: ‘I didn’t think the 
scoreline was a true reflection 
on the game, but all credit to 
Newtonmore for taking the 
chances that came their way.

‘We have two games left and 
with the league gone we will try 

to win both games and round 
off what has been an excellent 
season for the club at all levels.’

Lochaber 2 
Glenurquhart 2
Lochaber and Glenurquhart 
both picked up a valuable point 
in their quest to beat the drop 
as they drew 2-2 at a wet Spean 
Bridge. 

The Spean Bridge pitch 
passed a mid-morning pitch 
inspection when most other 
games on the west coast fell 
foul of the weather. 

Lochaber midfielder Barry 

MacDonald was banned but 
forward Stuart Callison re-
turned to the squad. 

A knee injury will keep 
Glenurquhart keeper Stuart 
MacKintosh out for the rest of 
the season so Iain MacLeod 
again deputised in goal. David 
Smart is another who won’t fea-
ture this season through injury. 
Forward James MacPherson 
was included in the Glen squad. 
Work commitments have 
restricted his appearances to 
second team level this season 
and he was part of the Glen 

squad which were Strathdearn 
Cup runners up.

Neale Reid got Glenurquhart 
off to a great start with a goal 
after five minutes. Reid took 
a pass from the wing before 
turning and his shot from the 
penalty area bounced into the 
corner of the net. 

Lochaber equalised through 
Kevin Ferguson on 17 minutes. 
Ferguson hit a clean strike 
from around 30 yards out which 
went into the top corner of Iain 
MacLeod’s net. 

There was more delight for 
the home support when Stuart 

Callison gave Lochaber the 
lead with a tidy finish on 53 
minutes.

Lochaber only stayed in front 
for 60 seconds though. Neale 
Reid gathered possession on 
the wing and played a long ball 
to Andrew Corrigan who had 
made a run down the opposite 
flank. Corrigan played a first 
time cross to James MacPher-
son who ran onto the ball just 
outside the ‘D’ and rifled a shot 
into the roof of the net to make 
it 2-2.

The outcome doesn’t suit 
Skye who are currently in the 
second relegation spot and now 
trail eighth-placed Lochaber by 
four points although they have 
two matches in hand. Skye’s fi-
nal four matches are at home to 
Kingussie, away to Kinlochshi-
el, at home to Fort William and 
away to Newtonmore.  

Lochaber have still to play 
Fort William at Spean Bridge 
– they meet this coming Sat-
urday - and Kyles Athletic at 
Tighnabruaich a week later. 

Seventh-placed Glenurquhart 
are two points better off than 
Lochaber but they have played 
a game more. Their final league 
match of the season is at home 
to Kyles Athletic this Saturday.  

Skye Camanachd P 
Fort William P
An 8am Saturday morning pitch 
inspection put paid to the game 
between Skye Camanachd and 
Fort William. The heavy rain 
over the previous 24 hours had 
left the Pairc nan Laoch pitch 
waterlogged. 

The fixture has been resched-
uled for Saturday October 15. 

Kinlochshiel P 
Lovat P
The 3pm throw up between 
Kinlochshiel and Lovat was 
postponed on Saturday morn-
ing as Kirkton was left unplay-
able following heavy rain the 
previous day.

This clash has been resched-
uled for Saturday October 15.

Kyles Athletic P 
Kingussie P
The meeting between Kyles 
Athletic and Kingussie was 
postponed on Saturday 
morning as the Playing Field 
at Tighnabruaich was deemed 
unplayable. 

The game has been resched-
uled for Saturday October 29.

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 0 
Kilmallie 2
Kilmallie are Marine Harvest 
National Division champions 
after they beat second-placed 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2-0 at a 
wet and windy Yoker.

With the wet weather contin-
uing into Saturday, GMA did 
well to get the game played. 
Kilmallie had to endure some 
difficult travel conditions on 
their journey south. But it was 
worthwhile as they maintained 
their unbeaten league record, 
notching a tenth win from 13 
league fixtures.

GMA were without Mark 
Bain who failed a late fitness 
test. 

Kilmallie travelled without 
Ryan Stewart and Robbie 
MacFadyen who were both on 
holiday. 

The weather was a major 
contributory factor as both 
teams found it hard to strike 
up any rhythm to their first half 
play. Kilmallie had the better 
of the opening exchanges but 
GMA defended well. GMA 
then enjoyed a period of 
pressure but the closest they 
came to a first half a goal was 
a Liam MacDonald shot which 
was well saved by GMA keeper 
Jonathon Oates. 

Kilmallie started the second 
half well and GMA, who lost 
young forward Calum McLay 
through injury in the first half, 
suffered a huge blow soon after 
the re-start when full back Ryan 
Harrison took an accidental 
blow to the ribs when trying 
to block a Liam MacDonald 
volley. There was a stoppage for 
around 15 minutes when Harri-
son received medical attention 
and an ambulance was called. 
A badly bruised Harrison was 
kept in hospital overnight for 
observation after being diag-
nosed with a collapsed lung.

When play re-started, it was 
Kilmallie who took advantage 
and they took the lead on 50 
minutes when Michael Rodger 
scored. There was a touch of 
fortune to the goal as the ball 
took a couple of deflections on 
the way into the net.

The remainder of the contest 
was a tense affair and Kilmallie 
had to twice rely on keeper 
Shane Gilles to keep them 
ahead with two tremendous 
saves from shots from distance. 
First, Gillies tipped a John Mc-
Nulty volley from the middle of 
the park over the bar. He then 
denied Jack Berg, keeping out 
a great 30-yard shot. 

With Duncan Rodger influ-
ential in their forward line, 
Kilmallie also forced good 
stops from GMA custodian 
Jonathon Oates. 

It was Kilmallie who sealed 
the win and the championship 
with a goal a couple of minutes 
from time. Liam MacDonald 
sparked the celebrations when 
he followed up after a Duncan 
Rodger shot had been blocked. 
MacDonald used his long reach 
to get to the ball ahead of a 
defender and flicked it into the 
net to make it 2-0. 

Kilmallie will be presented 
with the Marine Harvest 
National Division trophy fol-
lowing this Saturday’s league 
match against Beauly at Canal 
Parks. 

GMA are still in a very strong 
position to join Kilmallie in 
shinty’s top flight next season. 
With two matches remaining, 
they are ahead of third-placed 
Inveraray, who have completed 
their league fixtures, on goal 
difference. Beauly are four 

points behind GMA but they 
have two matches still to play. 
This means that GMA current-
ly require just one point from 
their final match of the season, 
at home to Caberfeidh this 
coming weekend, to guarantee 
top flight shinty in 2017.  

Speaking the day after the 
march, Kilmallie boss Mark 
MacPherson’s first thoughts 
were with injured GMA player 
Ryan Harrison. ‘It was a nasty 
injury,’ said MacPherson. 
‘Everyone at Kilmallie hopes 
Ryan makes a full and speedy 
recovery. I like him as a player. 
He’s a no-nonsense style of full 
back and he was playing very 
well before he had to go off. 
Hats off to GMA as our two 
games against them have been 
our two hardest matches of the 
season so far.’

It was the day Kilmallie 
added the Marine Harvest 
National Division trophy to the 
Balliemore Cup won earlier 
in the season. ‘You only have 
to win four games to win the 
Balliemore,’ said MacPherson. 
‘But the league is much more 
demanding and it’s the one we 
wanted, especially after the 
disappointment of losing the 
play-off match to Kingussie last 
season. I’ve had lots of messag-
es congratulating us on the title 
win. It shows you how much the 
club means to so many people. 
The team and the club deserve 
this.’

Turning to his squad, 
MacPherson added: ‘We have 
a core of 17 players, including 
youngsters like Innes Blackhall 
and Aaron Sandison, who have 
made themselves regulars this 
year. Peter Carmichael has 
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results

Joe Toal Sixes cancelled
LOCHABER Camanachd Club has been forced to cancel the 
Joe Toal Sixes indefinitely because of a lack of entries on the 
original July date and the re-scheduled date of September 18. 

Lochaber won the title in 2015, the captain Pat Toal being a 
relation to Joe. 

Joe’s sister Anne and her family thank all the clubs and 
referees that took part in the tournament, especially Lochaber 
Camanachd Club for running the competition over the years 
since Joe’s sudden death in 1982.

Saturday September 24
Marine Harvest Premiership
Kinlochshiel P-P Lovat
Unplayable field 
Kyles Ath P-P Kingussie
Unplayable field 
Lochaber 2-2 Glenurquhart
Newtonmore 4-1 Oban Caman 
Skye P-P Fort William
Unplayable field 

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Ballachulish P-P Beauly 
Caberfeidh 1-3 Inveraray 
Glasgow MA 0-2 Kilmallie  

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Newtonmore 7-1 Glenurquhart
Kinlochshiel P-P Skye 
Kingussie P-P Lovat
Lovat unable to raise at team, 
points to Kingussie 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Taynuilt P-P Aberdour
Unplayable field 
Oban Celtic P-P Kyles Athletic
Unplayable field

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Caberfeidh 2-2 Lochcarron 
Kilmallie P-P Strathspey
Unplayable field 
Inverness 7-3 Glengarry 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Dunoon P-P Aberdour 
Kilmory 2-2 Tayforth

Youths
North U-14s P-P South U-14s
Unplayable fi eld
North U-17s P-P South U-17s
Unplayable fi eld

Womens Camanachd 
Association 
Sunday September 25 
Representative Shinty
North U-17 5-0 South U-17 

Senior Ladies
North 3-2 South

Camanachd Association AGM 
- motions and nominations
THE ANNUAL general meeting of the Camanachd Associ-
ation will take place on Friday November 25 at 7.30pm in the 
West End Hotel, Fort William

Member clubs and associations have been invited to submit 
proposed amendments to the memorandum, the articles of 
association or the rules of play or any further proposals for 
consideration by the AGM.

These require to be intimated to the Camanachd Association 
in writing at least eight weeks before the event and therefore 
must be received by 5pm on Friday September 30.

Following the above, at least six weeks prior to the date of 
the annual general meeting, notice shall be given to voting 
members of any proposals received plus an invitation for voting 
members to submit any relevant counter proposals or amend-
ments to the amendments.

These counter proposals or amendments to the amendments 
should be submitted to the Camanachd Association in writing 
by 5pm on Friday October 28 and presented in a form that can 
be put forward to the meeting and on which a vote can be taken.

The Camanachd Association has also invited nominations for 
the position of board director. There are two board director 
vacancies available. For further information and a nomination 
form contact the Camanachd Association.

The full agenda and final AGM papers will be sent to all 
voting members by November 10.

All members are welcome to attend the Annual General 
Meeting.

Under-14s and Under-17s North v 
South games re-scheduled
AS A RESULT of adverse weather, the North v South under-14 
and under-17 games due to be played at An Aird last Sunday 
were postponed.

The games have been rescheduled for this Sunday, October 2.
The under-14 game for the Fraser MacPhee Memorial Cup 

will throw-up at noon with the under-17 encounter starting at 
2.30pm. 

Committee and supporters of Kilmory Camanachd clear the pitch of puddles before last 
Saturday’s game against Tayforth. All their hard work paid o�  as the game went ahead and 

ended in a 2-2 draw.

been outstanding this season. 
He’s had his best season since 
2005 when we reached the Ca-
manachd Cup Final. Duncan 
Rodger is another who has 
been great and who has such a 
positive influence on the oth-
ers. I didn’t know Duncan when 
he came to train with us at the 
end of last season. He wanted 
to work on his fitness and 
try and get into the Scotland 
international squad. He asked 
to join us and his presence has 
been a real boost. The forwards 
gel well and Duncan has a lot 
of experience and he’s great 
with the younger players whilst 
his involvement has also given 
Michael Rodger a new lease 
of life. Duncan’s also a fine 
defender if needed.’  

Turning his attention to next 
season, MacPherson is realistic 
about the challenges ahead. 
‘There’s no doubt premiership 
shinty is a big step up so it’s 
going to get harder for us. But 
that’s the challenge I’ll throw 
down to the players. They know 
that they have to do more if 
they want to stay in the top 
flight. We have only lost twice 
this season – both times in the 
cup to premiership sides. If you 
make any mistakes at that level 
you are punished and that’s the 
difference. For now though, 
we’ll be looking for a win in our 
final game against Beauly. We 
want to keep the unbeaten run 
in the league going until the 
end so there will be no easing 
up.’

Caberfeidh 1 
Inveraray 3
Third-placed Inveraray ended 
their season on a high when 
they beat Caberfeidh 3-1 in 
their 3pm throw up at Castle 
Leod. 

Caberfeidh were under-
strength with Ally MacLennan 
again amongst their absentees. 
Indeed five of the Caberfeidh 
players also featured in their 
reserve team match at the same 
venue earlier in the day.

Inveraray were without the 
injured Garry MacPherson 
but he did travel, assuming the 
role of goal judge. The injured 
Lewis Montgomery also made 
the journey north to lend his 
support, whilst Ross Montgom-
ery and Douglas Dando were 
also missing.  

Inveraray took the early in-
itiative and went in front after 
seven minutes when Grant 
Griffin pounced following 
a good save from ‘Cabers’ 
keeper Ewan Pilcher to put the 
rebound into the net. 

Visiting captain Allan Mac-
Donald made it 2-0 on the half 
hour mark. Wing centre David 
MacPherson sent in a shy which 
Andrew McMurdo chested 
down before laying the ball 
off to MacDonald who fired a 
rocket-shot into the top corner 
of the net.  

The Inveraray forward line of 
Andrew McMurdo, David Rob-
ertson, Allan MacDonald and 
Grant Griffin were excellent in 
the first half. Whilst they per-
haps aren’t the quickest unit, 
they let the ball do the moving 
and were a constant threat to 
the Caberfeidh goal.

Just five minutes after 
MacDonald’s strike, Inveraray 
added a third. Good work from 
Grant Griffin on the wing 
started a move which involved 
all four forwards. The move 
ended when David Robertson 
found himself unmarked at the 
back post and he steered a shot 
into the bottom corner of the 
goal. 

Caberfeidh’s Ruaraidh Ma-
cLeman pulled a goal back on 
40 minutes. Craig Morrison 
launched a shot from midfield 
which Inveraray keeper Scott 
MacLachlan saved well. But 
MacLeman was quickest to re-
act and he forced the ball home 
to make it 3-1 at half time. 
Inveraray made changes to 
give substitutes Robert Wood 
and player/manager Ruaridh 
Graham a run out.

Cabers came back into the 
game in the second half but the 
make-shift Inveraray half back 
pairing of Ally MacDonald and 
Lewis MacNicol played well in 
their unfamiliar roles. 

The remainder of the match 

was end-to-end with both sides 
using the rolling substitutes to 
good effect but there was no 
further scoring. 

This was Inveraray’s final 
match of the season and they 
will likely finish in third place 
unless Beauly win their final 
two fixtures.

Fifth-placed Caberfeidh have 
one game to go, away to Glas-
gow Mid Argyll this Saturday. 

Ballachulish P 
Beauly P
The encounter between 
Ballachulish and Beauly was 
postponed as Jubilee Park was 
unplayable. 

The fixture has been resched-
uled for Saturday October 8. 

It will the the last match of the 
season for Ballachulish, whilst 
Beauly travel to Canal Parks 
this Saturday to play Kilmallie.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Newtonmore 7 
Glenurquhart 1
Newly-crowned league cham-
pions Newtonmore seconds 
beat their Glenurquhart coun-

ter-parts 7-1 in their 1.30pm 
throw up at the Eilan.

Iain Robinson gave ’More 
the lead on 10 minutes, whilst 
a Kenny Ross strike on 40 min-
utes made it 2-0 at the break. 

Newtonmore turned the 
screw in the second half. David 
Cheyne added a third a minute 
after the re-start and two goals 
in a couple of minutes gave 
Iain Robinson a hat-trick. The 
youngster made it 4-0 in 59 
minutes before he netted again 
a minute later. 

It was Iain Robinson who got 
his fourth goal of the game on 
83 minutes to make it 6-0 and 
Duncan Gorman made it 7-0 
just a couple of minutes later.

Callum Miller notched a 
consolation goal for the ‘Glen’ 
a minute from time.   

Newtonmore play their final 
league fixture this coming 
Saturday when neighbours Kin-
gussie visit the Eilan. Cammy 
MacDonald’s ’More side will 
be presented with the league 
trophy after the game. 

Kingussie W/O v 
Lovat
Kingussie were given a walk-
over when the Lovat seconds 
were unable to raise a team for 
their match at the Dell. This is 
a blow to Lovat’s survival hopes 
and the game has been resched-
uled for Saturday October 15. 

Kinlochshiel P 
Skye Camanachd P
The noon throw up between 
the Kinlochshiel and Skye 
Camanachd second teams 
was switched to Battery Park, 
Lochcarron, when a Friday af-
ternoon pitch inspection ruled 
Kirkton would not be able to 
host two matches. 

A Saturday morning pitch 
inspection also ruled Battery 

Park unplayable. The match has 
been rescheduled for Saturday 
October 8.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
Oban Celtic P 
Kyles Athletic P
The 4pm throw up between 
Oban Celtic and the Kyles 
Athletic second team was 
postponed as Mossfield was 
unplayable. The game has 
been rescheduled for Saturday 
October 8 at Mossfield with a 
3pm throw up.

A number of the Oban Celtic 
players head for Hamburg this 
coming Saturday for player Da-
vid Hill’s stag party. The club 
can then look forward to being 
presented with the Marine 
Harvest South Division 1 tro-
phy following the Kyles game 
a week later, which is their last 
game of the season. 

Taynuilt P 
Aberdour P
The meeting between Taynuilt 
and Aberdour at Taynuilt 
Sports Field was postponed on 
Saturday morning as the pitch 

was unplayable. The fixture has 
been rescheduled for Saturday 
October 15.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Caberfeidh 2 
Lochcarron 2
Lochcarron twice came from 
behind to draw 2-2 with the Ca-
berfeidh second team in their 
noon throw up at Castle Leod. 

‘Cabers’ veteran Graham 
MacGregor gave his side the 
lead with a goal after seven 
minutes but 17-year-old Lach-
lan Dean Morrice scored after 
20 minutes to pull Lochcarron 
level and the first half ended all 
square.

Graham MacGregor got his 
and Caberfeidh’s second goal 
on 52 minutes and that’s the 
way it stayed until late in the 
game. 

Whilst the home side had 
the better of the first half, 
Lochcarron were better after 
the interval and they got a 
deserved equaliser when David 
MacCuish scored with just 10 
minutes remaining of what was 
a good, close game. 

The dropped point from sec-
ond-placed Lochcarron means 
Aberdeen University, who last 
played at the end of August, 
are crowned Marine Harvest 
North Division 2 champions 
ahead of this coming weekend’s 
trip to Battery Park to play 
Lochcarron.

Inverness 7 
Glengarry 3
The highest scoring match 
of the day was at Bught Park 
where the Inverness second 
team beat Glengarry 7-3.

Three goals in a four-minute 
burst midway through the first 
half gave Inverness control 

of this match. Youngster Jack 
Craig gave them the lead after 
24 minutes and Stuart MacRae 
made it 2-0 a couple of minutes 
later before getting his second 
and his side’s third just a min-
ute afterwards. 

A second from Jack Craig on 
the stroke of half time made 
it 4-0 before the sides turned 
around.

Ruaridh MacDonald pulled a 
goal back for ’Garry on 56 min-
utes with a shot from distance, 
only for Stuart MacRae to 
complete his hat-trick a couple 
of minutes later to make it 5-1.

Inverness player Matthew 
Ross scored against his former 
club on the hour mark before 
Glengarry rallied. Dale Scott 
bagged a quick-fire brace with 
goals on 70 and 74 minutes to 
make it 6-3. 

Inverness had the final say 
though and Matthew Ross got 
his second on 81 minutes to 
round off a fine 7-3 victory. 

The win lifts Inverness to 
eighth place in the league, 
above Lewis Camanachd on 
goal difference.

Kilmallie P 
Strathspey Camanachd P
There was a Saturday 
mid-morning postponement of 
the match between the Kilmall-
ie second team and Strathspey 
Camanachd as the Canal Parks 
was water-logged. 

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Kilmory 2 
Tayforth 2
Tayforth are Marine Harvest 
South Division 2 champions 
after they drew 2-2 with Kil-
mory in their 2pm throw up at 
MacRae Park.

The influential Orsten Gar-
diner was free to play for Tay-
forth but he will miss their final 
league match of the season 
against the Bute seconds this 
Saturday as his booking in the 
Bullough Cup Final win over 
Kilmory a fortnight ago takes 
him through the disciplinary 
points threshold.  

The weather conditions made 
it difficult for both sides. It was 
wet and windy and the surface 
was heavy but both teams 
showed great endeavour in 
tricky circumstances. 

Hal Jones put Kilmory in 
front to the delight of the home 
support. However, former Lo-

chaber player Connor Sweeney 
drew Tayforth level.

Ex-Kingussie player Hamish 
Anderson put Tayforth in front 
but a David MacAllister goal 
drew Kilmory level.   

Kilmory had late chances to 
win but Tayforth closed out the 
game to get the point that gave 
them the title.

The victory gives Tayforth a 
league and Bullough Cup dou-
ble and they will play Marine 
Harvest South Division 1 shinty 
next season. 

Dunoon Camanachd P 
Aberdour P
There was disappointment for 
Dunoon and the Aberdour 
second team as an unplayable 
pitch meant their match had to 
be rescheduled for this week-
end.

2016 Marine 
Harvest National 
Shinty Awards 
The closing date for the annual 
Marine Harvest National Shin-
ty Awards is fast approaching. 

Clubs and individuals have 
the chance to nominate their 
favourite players and clubs from 
across the shinty divisions. 

All nominations will be put 
to the Camanachd Association 
Awards Committee which will 
choose the winners. An overall 
player of the year and coach of 
the year will be selected from 
the winners of the respective 
league categories.

The winners will be an-
nounced at the Marine Harvest 
Awards Ceremony in Inverness 
on Friday October 21, the 
evening before the 2016 Marine 
Harvest shinty/hurling/camo-
gie internationals between 
Scotland and Irish opposition.

Vote online by visiting the Ca-
manachd Association website. 

Anyone voting on a com-
puter or laptop should vote 
at http://www.shinty.com/m/
awards-2016 

Anyone voting on a mobile 
or tablet device should vote at 
http://www.m.shinty.com/m/
awards-2016 

Nominations close at 5pm on 
Monday October 3.

2016 Marine 
Harvest 
Shinty/Hurling 
Internationals
Preparations for the U21 and 
senior Marine Harvest shinty/ 
hurling internationals between 
Scotland and Ireland are at an 
advanced stage with the final 
squads due to be announced 
shortly. 

Senior head coach Ronald 
Ross and his U21 counter-part 
Allan MacRae put the squad 
hopefuls through their paces 
on Sunday September 25. 

The player pools had been 
due to meet at Jubilee Park, 
Ballachulish, but wet weather 
led to a switch to the Dell, 
Kingussie.

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore 
Innes Wood - 3pm 
Lochaber v Fort William  
John Angus Gillies  - 3pm 
Lovat v Oban Camanachd  
Deek Cameron 
Glenurquhart v Kyles Athletic 
Calum Girvan - 3pm 
Skye v Kingussie  
Graham Cameron 

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Kilmallie v Beauly  
Lachie Wood
Glasgow MA v Caberfeidh  
Robert Baxter

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Glenurquhart v Beauly  
Ronnie Campbell - noon
Newtonmore v Kingussie  
Willie MacDonald
Kinlochshiel v Strathglass  
Andy MacLean - noon 

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Lochside Rovers v Aberdour 
Neil Ferguson
Taynuilt v Inveraray  
Iain Kennedy

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Lochcarron v Aberdeen Uni
Martin MacLean 
Lochaber v Kilmallie  
John Matheson - noon

Marine Harvest
South Division 2
Dunoon v Aberdour  
Des McNulty
Tayforth v Bute   
Ross Brown

Youth Fixtures
Sunday October 2
Inter-District
North U-14 v South U-14  
Iain Kennedy 
at An Aird, Fort William, 
noon. 

North U-17 v South U-17  
Deek Cameron 
at An Aird, Fort William, 
2.30pm.

Kilmory’s Craig Taylor, No 9,  in action against Tayforth last Saturday.
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday September 29, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.47 3.6 10.47 0.9 16.48 3.8 23.28 1.0
Fri 05.16 3.8 11.25 0.8 17.20 4.0 23.59 1.0
Sat 05.47 3.9 12.00 0.8 17.51 4.1  **.**  *.*
Sun 00.29 0.9 06.16 4.0 12.34 0.8 18.21 4.1
Mon 01.00 1.0 06.45 4.0 13.06 0.9 18.51 4.0
Tues 01.32 1.1 07.14 4.0 13.37 1.1 19.21 3.9
Wed 02.03 1.3 07.43 3.8 14.08 1.3 19.49 3.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

13
12

10

Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 13ºC.
Friday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 12ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 14ºC.

Rugby

Bad weather 
plays havoc 
with fi xtures

Scottish AFL  
results and � xtures
Football
LAST Saturday’s result: Joe 
Paterson Memorial Trophy 
- Argyll Select v Scottish 
Amateur League Select due 
to be played at Cil Andries, 
Tarbert was postponed 
because of a waterlogged 
pitch. This Saturday’s fixtures 
- Scottish Amateur Cup, 
second round - Broomlands 
v Campbeltown Pupils; Oban 
Saints v Bishopton; Rothesay 
Brandane v Lochgilphead 
Red Star; Tarbert v AFC 
Ravenscraig; Stanley Athletic 
v Dunoon. 

Oban Saints’ youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football
LAST weekend’s results - 
Under 13s 2, Renton 6. Saints 
scorers were Owen McCorkin-
dale and Fergus MacIntyre. 
Under 15s 6, Ardencaple 2. 
Scoring for Saints were Jamie 
Forgieve (2), Gavin Forgrieve, 
Aaron McKay, Craig Millar and 
Liam Richmond. Under 16s 
10,  Ardencaple 2. On target for 
Saints were Keir MacLean (5), 
Scott Mossman (2), Cameron 
Kerr, Rory Dowd and an own 
goal.
 This weekend’s fixtures - Un-
der 13s v Drumchapel; Under 
14s v Drumsagard;  Dumbarton 
United Blacks v Under 15s; 
Under 16s v Broomhill.

Moto3

Hyndland                      5
Isle of Mull                         67     
BT West Division 4

CONNEL’S John McPhee 
added a further three champi-
onship points to his season total 
with a 13th place finish in the 
Moto3 World Championship 
race at Motorland Aragon near 
Zaragoza in northern Spain.

The Rac ing Steps Founda-
tion-backed rider started from 
16th position following the pre-
vious day’s qualifying session, 
a respectful second quickest 
Mahindra-powered machine.

McPhee made a sluggish geta-
way and quickly began tussling 
within a group which became 
separated into two groups of 
riders.

With McPhee tussling with the 
Red Bull/KTM of Bo Bends-
neyder, the works Mahindra 
of Aspar’s Francesco Bagnaia 

McPhee in the points at Aragon  

and Leopard Racing/KTM 
of Niccolo Antonelli, none 
of the group could bridge the 
three-second gap to Antonelli’s 
team-mate Fabio Quartararo in 
12th position.

Chequered fl ag
As positions regularly switched 

within McPhee’s group, the Scot 
timed his assault for the top of 
the pack well. Gaining a tow 
from both Bendsneyder and An-
tonelli through the final corners, 
McPhee managed to take the 
chequered flag at the head of the 
group in 12th position.

Estrella Galicia 0,0/Honda 
rider Jorge Navarro scored 
the race victory ahead of Brad 

Binder (Red Bull/KTM) and 
Gresini Racing/Honda’s Enea 
Bastianini.

Binder’s second place finish 
sealed the championship title 
with four rounds remaining on 
this season’s Moto3 calendar.

After the race, John said: ‘I’m 
really pleased. I felt strong all 

weekend and I had a really good 
feeling about the bike. I knew if 
we could go with a good group 
of riders then we had a great 
chance of picking up points. 

‘I found myself in a group 
fighting for 13th position and 
from this point on I had a really 
good race.

‘Thanks to my crew for working 
hard to make this happen. We 
can be happy in the points after 
difficult races in Silverstone and 
Misano.

‘The race itself was fun. It was 
really nice because I felt strong 
and I could pass people almost 
at every corner. 

‘I think it was the most enjoya-
ble race this season and the most 
comfortable in respect of the 
feeling with the bike. Aragón 
was a positive weekend overall. 

‘I’m really looking forward to 
the remaining races this year.’

John’s next race is in Motegi, 
Japan on Sunday October 16.

‘I’m really looking forward 
to the remaining races of 
this year’s Moto3 season’

John has a chat with one of his racing team before Sunday’s
grand prix in northern Spain.

John McPhee, No 17, crosses the � nishing line in 12th position in the Moto3 grand prix in Aragon. Photos: Bonnie Lane 

THE ISLE of Mull Rugby club 
finally got back to their winning 
form from last season with a 
convincing win over Hyndland 
RFC in Glasgow’s West end.
  Despite the wind and the rain 
last Saturday, the match was 
one of the few still going ahead, 
thanks to the state-of-the art ar-
tificial pitch at Scotstoun in the 
shadow of the Glasgow Warriors 
stadium. The 20-man squad was 
more than eager to make up for 
recent near misses.

Hyndland kicked off and Mull 
immediately put the pressure 
on.  They were rewarded with 
an early try after on-form Tony 
Haunschmidt made a surging 
break, finishing off with both try 
and conversion by Sean Black.

Shortly after, the Muileachs 
scored another two tries in quick 
succession by James Gibbons 
and Andrew Maclennan making 
the score 19-0. 

Mull’s domination of the first 
half saw Stuart Crichton score, 
and Andrew Maclennan getting 
another one after a question-
able pass by his brother David.  
David himself made the score 
36-0 before the whistle blew – a 
fantastic break from Sean Black 
led to Kyle Mealand drawing 
the full back out and another try 
prior to the break.

Big win and a long detour for Mull boys

The second half saw an in-
vigorated Hyndland come out 
with Mull coming under a lot of 
pressure for the first 20 minutes.  
However, good solid defensive 
work at Mull’s try line kept 
Hyndland at bay.

Tony Haunschmidt and Cam-
eron Anson then proceeded to 
get on the score sheet – Tony 
with a quick tap and go and 
Cameron with a great dummy to 
get it over the line.

Sean Black and David Maclel-
lan both got their second tries 
of the game, before Hyndland 

finally scored with 10 minutes 
to go.

Mull’s scoring bonanza was 
completed with two brilliant 
team efforts – Salen’s Donald 
MacIver and James Gibbons 
both scoring.  Final score 67-5, 
to the boys in black and white.

The drama didn’t finish with 
the final whistle, however.  Trav-
elling back through the driving 
rain, it looked like the team 
would make the last ferry with a 
few minutes to spare. However,  
on reaching the Pass of Brander, 
the team cars were turned back 

due to serious flooding on the 
road.  With no chance of catch-
ing the ferry they made their 
way to Lochaline and, thanks 
to skipper Bodie Fergusson and 
his boat, the boys finally made it 
home.

Mull’s next game is at home 
this Saturday to league leaders 
Lanark, in what should be a 
hugely exciting game.  Kick off 
2.30pm at Garmony; spectators 
most welcome to go along.

Some of the Isle of Mull rugby squad pictured at the Pass of Brander on the A85 before making the 
long detour to Lochaline before getting back home to Mull.

OBAN Lorne’s home fixture to 
Newton Stewart was postponed 
on Saturday, falling victim to 
the weekend’s poor weather 
conditions.

A pitch inspection carried out 
by Oban Lorne RFC and Argyll 
and Bute Council ground staff 
at 8am on Saturday morning 
concluded that the pitch was 

Oban Lorne     P              
Newton Stewart    p                            
BT West Division 1

unsuitable for play due to the 
large amount of water lying on 
the Glencruitten pitch, and the 
backup pitch at North Connel.

The fixture will be rescheduled 
for a date later in the season.

The call off was a blow for the 
Green Machine who were look-
ing to bounce back to winning 
ways after a disappointing start 
to the season. The team were 
full of confidence going into 
this match with a positive week 
at training and a strong squad 

ARGYLL and Bute’s league 
match away to Argyll rivals 
Cowal RFC was postponed on 
Saturday as Argyll and Bute 
failed to raise a team for the 
fixture.
 A combination of injuries, work 
commitments and some poor 
commitment from the squad led 
to the fixture being called off on 
Friday evening.

Argyll have done extremely 

available for the game.
This Saturday the Oban side 

have a tough away fixture against 
Annan RFC. The sides met last 
season in the West Regional 
Shield competition with Annan 
winning narrowly. Another 
close encounter is expected this 
weekend with both sides having  
won only one of their opening 
four games this season.

Rugby

well to field a team since their 
creation only 18 months ago and 
this is the only time the team 
have failed to fulfil a fixture 
with a lack of numbers.

Despite the setback the team 
is still fulfilling its role as 
providing 2XV players with 
competitive rugby while helping 
to develop younger players in 
the area.

This Saturday Argyll and Bute 
are at home to Hyndland who 
were beaten 62-5 at home by 
Isle of Mull on Saturday. Kick 
off is 3pm at Glencruitten.

Team raising diffi culties 
for Argyll and Bute

Weather wins as Oban Lorne’s 
home game is called o� 

THE POOR weather last 
Friday and Saturday meant 
the postponement of several 
sporting fixtures.
 The Argyll Select v Scottish 
Amateur League Select football 
match due to be played in 
Tarbert last Saturday was called 
off when the pitch was declared 
unplayable.
 Only eight shinty matches 
survived with the Kilmory v 
Tayforth game the only match 
played in the south and Oban 
Camanachd had to reverse their 
fixture and travel to the Eilan 
to take on Newtonmore.
 Oban took its fair share of 
the bad weather with the rugby 
match between Oban Lorne 
and Newton Stewart also falling 
victim to the weather.
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THE FIRST pop-up café run by 
pupils of Lochaber High School 
taking part in the Active, Healthy, 
Achieve (AHA) project last week 
welcomed VIP visitors. 

The pupils have been planning 
the café for some time and put 
everything into practise last 
Monday when the doors opened at 
An Clachan, the base of Lochaber 
Rural Education Trust where the 
pupils served their own soups, 
sandwiches and cakes. And among 
their first customers were MP Ian 
Blackford and his wife, Anne.

The AHA futures group will 
be running a pop-up café for the 
next four Mondays from 12.30pm 
to 2.30pm.

Moira Hartley, Lochaber Rural 
Education Trust manager, said: 
‘AHA Futures is a transition pro-
ject supporting young people. The 
aim of the project is to unlock the 

potential of each individual and 
enhance their life skills to help 
create a brighter future. 

‘We are delighted to receive 
professional support and guid-
ance in early preparations, setting 
up and running of our Pop-Up 
Café from Ali Smith, managing 
director, and Chris Goonery, 
assistant manager of The Tavern 
Restaurant, Fort William.’

Mr Blackford said: ‘The food 
was great and the service excel-
lent. The youngsters, their teach-
ers and everyone at LRET did 
really well in getting it organised. 
It is a great experience for them 
and I wish them well with the next 
few cafes they are running.’ 

LRET has said everyone is 
welcome and encouraged people 
to come along and support the 
group. 

Photo: Iain Ferguson.

PLANS for a new Fort William 
nightclub have been approved.

Members of the Highland 
Council’s south planning 
applications committee agreed 
at their meeting on Tuesday to 
change the use of the currently 
vacant Everest restaurant at 
141B High Street, Fort William, 
to a nightclub.

Applicant David Smillie sub-
mitted the proposal in March 
but the application was referred 
to the committee after eight 
objections were made.

Those objecting against the 
night club, which it is estimated 

will hold around 100 people, 
related to noise nuisance, lack 
of parking, absence of disabled 
access, insufficient lighting 
and an increase in anti-social 
behaviour.

Speaking at the meeting, Fort 
William and Ardnamurchan 
councillor Bill Clark urged fel-
low councillors to approve the 
application: ‘It’s been a while 
since I attended a nightclub 
but there used to be two disco/
nightclubs in the area. This 
is something that should be 
approved and I encourage other 
members to approve it.’

Fort William councillor An-
drew Baxter also recommended 
the application be approved 

saying there was a ‘historical 
route of entertainment in the 
building’ and that it should be 
‘brought back into use’.

But he did comment: ‘I think 
there will be issues of noise for 
neighbours in the future.’

A report by the area planning 
manager said: ‘Given the town 
centre location and current 
use as a Class 3 restaurant, it is 
accepted there will be activity 
in the high street during the 
evening and night time.’

A noise report identified 
‘mitigation measures’ including 
window insulation and staff 
managing the main entrance 
and doors while the club is open.  

Parking concerns were also 

raised but it was considered the 
proposed arrangements by Mr 
Smillie were ‘acceptable’. 

The meeting heard the town 
centre location and change of 
use to a nightclub would po-
tentially reduce the number of 
people driving to the venue.

But Mr Baxter said that as Fort 
William serves a wide rural area 
people could be ‘car sharing 
with a designated driver’ to 
come to the nightclub, as getting 
a taxi from areas such as south 
Lochaber would be expensive.

He noted that an increase in 
cars could cause added pressure 
on parking at the West End side 
of town and that the issue should 
not be glossed over.

The building earmarked for 
the nightclub can be accessed by 
a pedestrian footpath from the 
High Street between Spice Tan-
doori and the Scottish Whisky 
Centre.

The Highland Council is, 
however, looking to demolish 
the Scottish Whisky and Craft 
Centre, at 137 - 139 High Street 
Fort William, and build 12 self 
contained flats with a planning 
application for this currently 
being considered.

Mr Baxter told The Oban Times: 
‘It would have been difficult to 
justify a refusal for this applica-
tion because the previous use of 
the building has established it as 
a suitable use.

‘However, I remain concerned 
about the impact of a noise dis-
turbance on neighbouring resi-
dential properties and hotels, by 
party-goers coming and going 
from the nightclub. Although 
many will arrive and leave by 
taxis, others will car share and 
park behind Fulton House 
and the West End Car Park, 
potentially spreading noise nui-
sance across a wider area. We 
couldn’t deal with these external 
noises and potential anti-social 
behaviour issues as part of the 
planning process. However, I 
hope that the licensing commit-
tee will consider those issues 
particularly carefully before 
granting any licences.’ 

Fort William nightclub given 
seal of approval by planners

First class pop-up café  

Rio Tinto smelter 
review continues  
SKYE, Lochaber and Bade-
noch MSP Kate Forbes has  
issued a statement about the 
ongoing takeover of the Rio 
Tinto smelter in Lochaber. 

Ms Forbes told The Oban 
Times: ‘I am conscious the 
past several months have 
been a worrying time for 
workers – not least because 
discussions and decisions 
are going on behind closed 
doors. 

‘A short-list of bidders has 
now been drawn up, and the 
Government is engaging 
with all parties as part of the 
strategic review process. I 
imagine further announce-
ments will follow before the 
end of the year. It is impor-
tant the right bid is selected 
and this requires time and 
rigorous scrutiny.’

PROPOSED changes to health care 
in parts of the Highlands have been 
described as ‘deeply unfortunate’. 

On Tuesday, the NHS Highland board 
discussed the need for urgent changes to 
out-of-hours medical practice.

The NHS says the current model is 
unsustainable and it aims to reduce 
dependency on doctors. In principle 
this means cover at Glenelg, Lochaline, 
Tongue and Armadale will cease.

While acknowledging the difficulty 
being faced by the NHS, Kate Forbes, 
MSP for Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch, 
expressed deep concern over reducing 
any medical cover in rural areas.

She said: ‘The proposal for reducing 
out-of-hours locations, which particular-
ly affects Lochaline and Glenelg in my 

constituency, is deeply unfortunate. I am 
sincerely concerned by any reduction in 
medical cover in rural areas, although 
I understand the decision is based on a 
critical challenge facing NHS Highland 
of recruiting GPs and the current varia-
tion in local practice.’

Representatives from Glenelg and 
Arnisdale attended the meeting in In-
verness. They have particular concerns 
with the NHS’s suggestion that care for 
people in Glenelg and Arnisdale will be 
covered from Broadfoot.

Currently in Glenelg there is a resident 
doctor who works two to three days 
a week and a locum who covers the 
remainder.

John MacLean from Glenelg told The 
Oban Times: ‘In 2012 a risk assessment 

was carried out and it was decided the 
only way for medical treatment to be 
provided safely was for the status quo 
to remain but now it seems clinical 
care has been over-ridden by financial 
security for the NHS. We feel Glenelg is 
in a unique situation. Our worry is that 
if you keel over in Glenelg there is really 
no-one to look after you and you might 
have to wait an hour and 45 minutes but 
we are not the only ones.  There are at 
least five other areas like us.’

David Alston, chairman of NHS High-
land, said: ‘The board’s decision allows 
the team to work with each community 
on alternative arrangements and there 
needs to be confidence these are in 
place and working. I felt today was a 
positive step in the right direction.’

Concern over planned care changes

THE FIRST cruise ship to use 
Fort William’s new pontoons 
arrived yesterday (Wednesday).

MV Boudicca battled stormy 
weather overnight to bring 
more than 800 passengers and 
300 crew from Skye where they 
were docked on Tuesday.

Passengers began to 
disembark around 8am and 
were welcomed by members 
of Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline company, which is 
working hard to transform the 
waterfront. Coaches took some 
visitors to attractions including 
Glen Nevis and the Commando 
Monument while others stayed 
in town enjoying a day of 
planned festivities. 

The ship was due to leave 
again at 4pm.

First cruise ship at 
new pontoons 
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Serving up a sweet 
treat for readers
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A NORWEGIAN yacht closed 
the A82 road last Thursday 
through Fort William.

The vessel ran aground near 
the new pontoons and was 
tied up to the fence along the 
dual carriageway to stop it cap-
sizing. Police closed the road, 
until the boat � oated on the 
incoming tide, in case one of 
the ropes snapped back across 
the road.

The boat’s captain said: ‘I 
don’t want to speak to the me-
dia as I have bigger � sh to fry.’

Drama as yacht 
closes A82 road

Footpath will be 
closed for a month

Hi-tech move could 
boost health care

TIMESLINE

A POPULAR Glen Nevis footpath 
is to be closed for ‘at least a 
month’ following a major rockfall 
on the route earlier this month.

The John Muir trust con� rmed 
that the path would be closed 
while it undergoes specialist 
repair works that are set to cost 
£30,000.

The trust has said that local 
contractors will start work soon 
to make access safe again, by re-
moving unstable boulders from 
the area above the path, and 
stabilising damaged trees.

Alison Austin, the trust’s Nevis 
land manager, said: ‘We’re � -
nalising the details of the repair 
project with local contractors 
and will start work soon. We have 
funds immediately available.’

NEW signal-boosting technology 
could be a ‘game-changer’ for 
remote and rural locations, ac-
cording to NHS Highland.

The health board is testing the 
technology that improves mobile 
phone and wi�  signals across 
the Highlands, which ‘could lead 
to the introduction of quicker, 
more responsive and sustainable 
health care services’.

NHS Highland has been testing 
the system, referred to as the 
‘omni-hub’, since last month 
to see if it can provide ‘secure, 
resilient, high-quality and 
cost-e� ective communication’ 
in areas considered to have low 
or, in some cases, almost non-
existent coverage.

TO CELEBRATE our first serving of The Oban Times 
incorporating Lochaber News next week, we will be giving 
away a free slice of sponge cake or a cupcake to every Fort 
William reader.

The free cake is courtesy of Farmstead Fayre, a fami-
ly-run bakery and catering company based in Fort William 
that provides high quality food, from catering for events to 
a single slice of delicious cake.

Products are made to order with the finest Scottish ingre-
dients and can be completely personalised to suit individual 
tastes. Visit www.farmsteadfayre.co.uk or telephone 01397 
708747.

To claim your free slice of sponge cake or cupcake next 
week, make sure you buy The Oban Times and take the 
voucher printed in the paper to Farmstead Fayre, Unit 15, 
Ben Nevis Estate, Fort William, PH33 6PR. 

The offer is available until close of business on Wednes-
day October 12.

Opening hours are 9am to 5pm on weekdays and 9am to 
1pm on Saturday. Closed on Sunday.

THE Highland Council has 
approved plans for a new 
Costa Coffee drive-through 
restaurant in Fort William.

Belfast developers Herbal 
Eastern Ltd have been given 
the green light for the restau-
rant and drive through, which 
will be built at Nevis Square, 
North Road.

The plans also include car 
parking and an outdoor seat-
ing area.

The site was previously 

earmarked for a KFC when 
Herbal Eastern bought the 
land in 2014, but the fast food 
chain pulled out earlier this 
year.

The site, which runs 
alongside the A82, the main 
Inverness to Glasgow road, 
was previously occupied by 
Nevis Garden Centre and 
John Disher’s floor coverings.

Both premises were demol-
ished to make way for the 
originally planned KFC.

SONGS were sung and 
� owers put on display at 
the ‘rejoice’ festival in 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Parish Church which raised 
more than £700 for good 
causes.

The festival started last 
Thursday (September 
22) and continued until 
Sunday with a Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service at 
10am and culminated 
with a performance of the 
Badenoch chorale and 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
male voices.

Hot beverages and home 
baking was made available 
in the new church hall 
with donations being 
put towards the local 
Macmillan Nurses and the 
Church Benevolent Fund.

A GROUP aiming to build its 
own school is looking for little - 
or big - donations to help it with 
start-up costs.

Strontian Community School 
Building Limited (SCSB) had 
its proposal to move the primary 
school to the site adjacent to 
Ardnamurchan High School ap-
proved by the Highland Council 
on September 8.

SCSB will build and own the 
school building which will be 
leased to Highland Council. 

According to the SCSB board, 
the new school will be built on 
the footprint of four affordable 
houses, making for easy conver-
sion in the future and ensuring 
a legacy for the community, 
should the council give up the 
lease in the future. 

Donald McCorkindale, from 
SCSB, said: ‘Land purchase 
and bank loan arrangements 
are agreed in principle and we 
are looking forward to future 
phases of the project’.

In partnership with Commu-
nity Shares Scotland, the board 

Tanya Warner from Farmstead Fayre with the cupcakes 
that can be purchased with the voucher.

School group needs 
help to get started

is currently working towards a 
community share launch antici-
pated by the end of October, to 
raise the balance of the funding 
required. Donald added: ‘In the 
interim we need start-up funds 
to  progress planning applica-

tions, site investigation, ten-
dering and other matters which 
come with professional fees. 
We have the options available 
for those willing to make small 
or large donations to assist with 
these start-up costs.’

Payments can be sent by 
cheque or BACS.  

Anyone interested should 
visit www.strontiancommuni-
tyschool.org.uk where there 
are details of other methods of 
donating as well.

Strontian Community School Board members are appealing for donations to help get their project 
o�  the ground.

Costa drive-through 
approved by council

Some of the ladies of Duncansburgh MacIntosh Parish Church who helped to put on the church’s � ower festival.
Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Flower festival hits all the right notes

AN ACTION plan to help protect 
the future of a much-used park is to 
be discussed next week.

Families were up in arms earlier 
this year about the closure of the ar-
tificial turf park in Upper Achintore 
by Highland Council.  

In May The Oban Times reported 
on an online petition that had been 
created to raise awareness about the 
pitch by mum of three, Wendy Lev. 

Ms Lev shared the post on Face-
book and more than 500 people 
signed the petition in support of 
saving the park.

Since then, a consultation organ-
ised by the Highland Council has 
taken place, asking residents to put 
forward their suggestions on what 
should be done in the future.

A spokesperson said: ‘During a 
recent consultation a very strong 

desire was expressed by residents of 
Upper Achintore in Fort William to 
retain the artificial turf kick-about 
area adjacent to the former Up-
per Achintore Primary School.  

‘As a direct result of this feedback, 
Highland Council agreed to retain 
the area recognising it as one of the 
few safe, level areas for children to 
play. 

‘An action plan for the area has now 

been developed and a public meeting 
to explore the potential of the com-
munity taking over ownership of 
the area to enable local control and 
raising of funds for improvement and 
on-going care of the kick-about area 
will be held.’

The meeting will take place at 7pm 
on Thursday October 6 in the Com-
munity Room, Lundavra Primary 
School. 

‘A WELL-known character’ 
was honoured with a special 
celebration last Friday to mark 
his retiral from the council after 
30 years of service.

Colin McAndrew from 
Lochyside started his appren-
ticeship with Donnie Cameron 
plumbers. He moved to the 
council after 13 years and latterly 
he held the role of assistant team 
leader for building maintenance.

To say their goodbyes,  Colin 
was joined by friends, family and 
council representatives at Sun-
ny’s Sports bar in Fort William. 

The 59-year-old said: ‘It was 
lovely to have a wee do with folk 
from work and my wife and my 
daughter came down as well.  I 
knew we were having something 
but I didn’t expect so many peo-
ple to turn up.  

‘I also got a surprise card with 
some money in it which was very 
kind.’

Colin has also served 30 years 
with Fort William fire service 
which he will continue and was 
an active member of Lochaber 
Athletic Club.

He added: ‘The wife and I 

Public meeting to explore park’s potential

Colin McAndrew, centre right, receives gifts from Lachie MacDonald on behalf of the Highland 
Council and colleagues on his early retirement. Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Council man calls it a day decades on

have a holiday organised, we’ll 
be going to Prague for five days 
which we are looking forward to.  
It has been very busy the past 
few weeks so it will be good to 
get away.

‘Afterwards, I still plan to work 
with the fire service. I’ve really 
enjoyed working with them and 
I plan to maybe do two or three 
days a week. So yeah, I hope 
there’s life after this.’

Fort William 
newsdesk 

01397 703003
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AROUND Lochaber in 80 Tables, in partnership 
with The Oban Times, is an exciting way to make 
professional contacts who can help your busi-
ness to thrive.

The event takes place on Tuesday November 15 
at 10am.

This speed networking initiative is an ideal and 
quick way to expand your business contacts.

This is a lively, fast-paced event. Participants 
have brought business information, lots of good 
humour and a warm welcome to one another 
– and fancy dress at le ast once (thank you BC 
Technologies).

Over the past three years, Around Lochaber in 
80 Tables has connected more than 200 busi-
nesses to new business contacts and contracts, 
and its resounding past success has earned it 
a place in the 2016 Lochaber Ideas Week pro-
gramme once again.

Networking can be one of the most powerful 
and productive activities an individual can do to 
launch and manage their career or business. 

Around Lochaber in 80 Tables is a structured 
and fast-paced networking event allowing 
participants to interact with others, typically in a 
series of brief one-to-one information exchang-
es. Participants readily share contact information 
with each other and decide themselves who they 
will follow up with.

This event provides exposure to a lot of people 
in a short amount of time. It’s a way to let others 
know who you are and what you are looking for, 
whether new customers or clients, business or 
sales leads, or a new job.

BUDDING entrepreneurs in Loch aber are being 
invited to enter the Dragons’ Glen in a bid to win 
£7,500 cash from the Moidart Trust for their busi-
ness idea.

The Moidart Trust provides grants for local busi-
nesses. Its aim is to enhance prosperity and promote 
thriving communities in north-west Scotland by 
supporting sustainable local business and employ-
ment opportunities.  

Foundation Scotland manages the fund on behalf 
of the Moidart 
Trust.

This is the 
fourth year of 
the Dragons’ 
Glen competi-
tion. Previous 
w i n n e r s 

include Clan Pods (2015) and Three Wise Monkeys 
Climbing (2014).

The competition is open to all Lochaber residents 
aged 16 or over who have a business idea, and 
businesses wishing to diversify or introduce an 
innovative new concept.

Dragons’ Glen applicants are asked to produce a 
90-second video pitch along with a written applica-
tion explaining why their venture is of importance 
to the area.

Entrants for Dragons’ Glen should email ceo@
lochaberchamber.co.uk.

More information on the competitions and other 
events during the week is available at www.loch-
aberchamber.co.uk.

Do you dare to brave the Dragons’ 
Glen and win cash for your business?

Discover the great work from Lochaber Hope

Take to the 
tables to 
make new 
contacts

Lochaber Ideas Week
 November 14-18, 2016

Dragons Angus MacDonald, Anya Baak, Steve Ham and Emma Parton are looking for the next generation of entrepreneurs.

SCHOOLS are out forever in 
Fort William – or out of their 
former campus at least.

Pupils from Caol Primary were 
last week enjoying a few days 
of rest as they prepared for the 
move to their new state-of-the-
art school on Monday this week.

The building itself may only 
be a stone’s throw away from 
the former primary but it was 
still an emotional farewell to 
the classrooms and corridors 
where memories were made and 
education careers commenced.

Children enjoyed games, 
including ‘Blink Murder’, held a 
special assembly and had a final 
party last Wednesday Septem-
ber 21 before moving into the 
£16 million site.  

They are sharing it with St 
Columba’s, Caol, which com-
prises the former Lochyside 
RC school which last year 
amalgamated with Fort William 
RC primary, also known as St 
Mary’s.

LAST week saw the start of the 
heats for the Lochaber Rotary 
Club Young Chef competition. 

Marine Harvest is again spon-
soring the event, which includes 
children from Kinlochleven, 
Ardnamurchan, Mallaig and 
Lochaber High School.

Rebecca Martin, head teacher 
at Kinlochleven, said: ‘Becky 
Bashir from Marine Harvest, 
along with Sheena MacGruer, 
who represented the rotary, and 
chef Brian Hume had the difficult 

job of judging at Kinlochleven 
High School, eventually deciding 
on Abbie Malcolm (S5), who 
made a korma chicken curry and 
a delicious pineapple upside down 
cake, and Rhiona McLauchlan 
(S4), who made chicken fajitas 
and chocolate brownies with 
homemade chocolate sauce.

‘Congratulations to both who 
will now go through to the 
Young Chef final being held in 
Mallaig High School on Octo-
ber 4.’

Abbie Malcolm, left, and Rhiona McLauchlan.

Spice girls take title 
at chef competition

Clubs’ cash windfall
A TOTAL of 27 groups and 
clubs from across Lochaber are 
celebrating winning a share of 
£30,000 – thanks to the backing 
of their community.

Just under 2,000 people 
had their say on how valuable 
funding should be distributed 
around various projects as part 
of the ‘your voice, your choice’ 
initiative. 

The 71 eligible bids were put to 
a public vote from 9am on Mon-
day September 12 to 11.45pm 
on Sunday September 18, and 

the successful bidders were 
revealed last week by Voluntary 
Action Lochaber.

Ranging from £50 to £1,500, 
the money will go towards im-
proving access to a Fort William 
swimming pool, the purchase of 
music equipment in Ardnamur-
chan, skiing lessons for pupils 
in Mallaig and for equipment 
and hall hire for baby groups in 
Kinlochleven, among others.

The full list of winners and 
awards can be seen at http://
valochaber.org/yvyc.

Robert Gosling plays detective in the game of ‘Blink Murder’ with fellow pupils at Caol Primary. Picture: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

All change as 
schools move

Triathlon races to success
SLOW and steady won the race 
for Lundavra in this year’s inter-
primary triathlon as the school 
were crowned overall champions. 

A total of 19 primaries from 
Lochaber entered the triathlon 
event, which was sponsored by 
No Fuss Events and organised 
by High Life Highland staff at 
Lochaber Leisure Centre, Active 
Schools and PE teachers.

Each of the schools sent a team 
of three – one swimmer, one 
cyclist and one runner.  

The race kicked off with a 200m 
swim at Lochaber Pool. Evie-Jay 
Clark crushed her time from last 
year of 3.03 and completed the 
challenge in 2.42.

The second phase took place 
at Braveheart car park where 
the bikers tackled a 4km ride. 
The cyclists set off according 
to their team’s swim time, with 
Inverlochy heading out first. Cory 
Muir of Banavie took the fastest 
time in this leg, completing the 
route in 9.43. He was followed by 
Cameron Bungey from Strontian 
(10.04), with Finn O’Rourke from 
Arisaig in third (10.22).

Then came the run up the path 
out of Braveheart, towards the 
Saltire rock on Cow Hill before 
dropping back to the leisure 
centre. Ryan Wilson of Caol just 
pipped Connor Cameron on the 
line in times of 10.42 and 10.43 
respectively. In third and not far 
behind was Murdo Shaw who 
completed the run in 11.15.

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

LOCHABER Chamber of Com-
merce is delighted to announce 
Lochaber Hope as part of Ideas 
Week 2016. The organisation will 
give a presentation on Wednes-
day November 16 at 5pm.

Join Alyson Smith of Lochaber 
Hope for her presentation in 
the Moorings Hotel, Banavie, 
on all the incredible work that 
Lochaber Hope carries out, and 
how the business community of 
Lochaber can engage with the 
organisation for the entire busi-
ness community’s bene� t.

The presentation will be fol-
lowed by a question and answer 
session and will be fully interac-
tive aimed at helping both the 
community and local business.

Born out of the needs of local 
people, Lochaber Hope was 
formed in November 2005 in rec-
ognition  that there was no local 
service that was open to the 
whole community, regardless of 
any criteria or need.

Hope is a person-centred or-
ganisation, which believes that 
everyone has the ability within 

themselves to reach their own 
potential. Sta�  and volunteers 
work and learn closely together 
to make this an attractive choice.

It’s a safe, inspiring, positive 
environment to allow people 
to explore their strengths and 
barriers.

Some of the real stories that 
have happened already and 
some of the people involved 
with Lochaber Hope are availa-
ble on this link http://www.lo-
chaberhope.org.uk/realPeople.
htm.

Team and individual winners from the inter-primary triathlon.
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WEBSITE DATA ANALYTICS
Improve website effectiveness and understand the role of Google Analytics
9.30am - 12.30pm - 11th Oct, Inveraray; 19th Oct, Oban;
25th Oct, Campbeltown
1.30 - 4.30pm - 5th Oct, Mull

DIGITAL MARKETING STRATEGY
Learn the practical steps necessary to develop a digital marketing strategy
1.30 - 4.30pm - 4th Oct, Mull; 11th Oct, Inveraray; 19th Oct, Oban;
25th Oct, Campbeltown

ECOMMERCE
Increase the effectiveness of your eCommerce presence so you can grow
your business
9.30am - 12.30pm - 5th Oct, Mull; 12th Oct, Inveraray; 20th Oct, Oban

PRODUCING ENGAGING ONLINE CONTENT
Understand what kind of content customers need, how you can source it
and measure its effectiveness
1.30pm - 4.30pm - 12th Oct, Inveraray; Thu 20th Oct, Oban

LINKEDIN FOR BUSINESS
Want to boost your business with LinkedIn? We'll show you how it can
market your products and promote your brand.
9.30am - 12.30pm - 13 Oct, Inveraray; 21 Oct 2016, Oban

FACEBOOK FOR BUSINESS
Learn how Facebook can be used to engage with your target audience in
order to boost conversions
9.30am - 12.30pm - 4th Oct, Mull
1.30 - 4.30pm - 13th Oct, Inveraray; 21st Oct, Oban

DigitalBoost is run in conjunction with Business Gateway and
partners to offer you fully funded workshops, advice and support.

To book contact 01546 808363 or argyll&bute@bgateway.com
www.bgateway.com/digitalboost

Business Workshops

NAEH-7a

North Argyll
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E V E N T I D E  H O M E
A S S O C I AT I O N  LT D

61YEARS AGO The North Argyll 
Eventide Home was opened by the 
people of  Oban to provide a caring 
environment for the elderly of  the area.
Today, fully modernised, it continues 
to provide exceptional residential and 
respite care for our old people. With 
consistent top scores at every inspection, 
Oban can be extremely proud to have 
such a high quality facility. 

For more information please contact:
North Argyll Eventide Home Association Ltd. 

North Argyll House, Connel Rd, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG
01631 562168    info@northargyllhouse.org

 www.northargyllhouse.org

MY GRANNY, Dorothy Gillies, was a 
loyal reader of The Oban Times. She bought 
the paper every Thursday for as long as I 
can remember. And she would read it from 
front to back. It gave her all the local news 
and, most importantly, something to dis-
cuss with family and friends. I remember 
being stuck in Tesco, for what felt like 
hours, because she was discussing the 
latest issue of The Oban Times with, what 
felt like, every single person in the shop.

Who I am?
My name is Katrina Gillies Rasmussen 

and I’m currently doing a placement at The 
Oban Times. My mum, Fiona Gillies Ras-
mussen, is from Oban and my dad, Tonni 
Rasmussen, is from Denmark. I’m current-
ly doing a Masters Degree in Journalism 
at the University of Southern Denmark. 
I was born and raised in Copenhagen, in 
Denmark. I’ve been in Oban many times 
throughout my childhood, but I’ve never 
actually been here for more than a couple 
of weeks at a time. My mum met my dad 
when she was on holiday in Denmark.

In many ways The Oban Times has been 
part of my life for a very long time. It al-
most goes without saying this is more than 
just a job to me - it’s about understanding 
my roots. And I honestly couldn’t imagine 
a better place to do that than right here at 
The Oban Times.

Being from two places
My Granny passed away two years ago 

and I really miss our many hours in Tesco. 
I wish I would’ve come to work here when 

she was still alive. That would really have 
given her something to talk about - and 
hopefully be proud of.

It’s a strange thing being from two dif-
ferent places. People always assume it’s 
the best thing ever but it can also be really 
difficult. 

You don’t get to visit your family as much 
as you want to - and it takes a lot of plan-
ning just to see them. But when we were 
in Oban, we did everything together. We 
were together all day, every day for 14 days 
at a time. So maybe, in some way, we got to 
know our Oban-family in ways that people 
who live closer to each other don’t always 
get to.

One really good thing about being from 
two places is being able to speak two 
languages. That has always been a huge 
advantage throughout my life. All Danes 
are taught English in school. I had to sit 
through ‘a house’ and ‘an apple’ but I 
thought that was brilliant. 

‘It allowed me to focus on other subjects. 
And it’s nice to have at least one subject 
that you’re really good at. It builds your 
confidence.

Our own special language
We had our very own language in the 

house when I was growing up. It was a wild 
mixture between English and Danish. My 
wee sister Maria and my big brother Mar-
tin usually spoke English with my mother 
and Danish with my dad. Some words were 
always in Danish and some words were 
always in English. I’ve never really given 
it much thought because that was just the 
way it was.

My mum mastered the Danish language 
and has a really good job at Danske Bank. I 
still hear her swearing about the language 
being stupid from time to time, but she’s 
fluent. I really admire her for moving to 
Denmark and learning the language, but 
I know that she’ll always be Scottish, well 
Oban, in her heart.

I will be forever grateful to The Oban 
Times for letting me do my placement here. 

Everyone has been so nice to me and 
made me feel really welcome. 

I’m looking forward to three very busy, 
educational and fun months.

‘I’m working at The Oban Times 
to explore my Oban roots’
Intern reporter Katrina Rasmussen explains why she has come to live in Oban for three months..

Katrina Rasmussen.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

TIMESLINE

RUBBISH problems are per-
sisting in north Argyll with users 
demanding a ‘refund’ of council 
tax and threats of dumping rub-
bish at council buildings unless 
the plans are changed.

With a new three-weekly gen-
eral waste bin collection getting 
under way on Monday and rolled 
out over the next two months 

PLANS to rent out the dis-
puted council-owned area 
of Ganavan will be revealed 
at the next meeting of Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles area com-
mittee on October 12.

The closing date for rent-
ing the land was Tuesday 
August 16. 

THREE hillwalkers have been 
found safe and well after 
becoming lost on Beinn Acha-
ladair near Bridge of Orchy late 
on Monday night. 

The experienced climbers 
from Lanarkshire set out on 
Monday morning to climb 
two hills, but were reported 
missing at 12.20am after they 
contacted a family member to 
say they were lost.

A mountain rescue team and 
helicopter were deployed to 
� nd them and all three were 
located uninjured at 4am on 
Tuesday.

Residents demand tax refund as 
bins go to three-weekly pick-up

Hillwalkers found 
safe and well

Land deal update 
expected soon 

council tax payers are still not 
convinced the pre-Christmas 
plan will work in the area.

Privately, one elected member 
is saying the scheme will not 
work ‘and the local authority 
knows it’. Senior councillor 
Roddy McCuish defended the 
plan saying that some years 
ago residents were complaining 
about two-weekly collections 
for general waste. The local 
authority has said recycling ser-

vices will be increased when the 
new three-weekly general waste 
collection service begins from 
Monday October 3 on Mull, 
Islay and Jura and from Novem-
ber 28 in Oban, Lorn, Lismore, 
Tiree, Coll and Colonsay. 

There are no plans to educate 
people on the use of the bins but 
a new calendar of collection will 
be issued ‘soon’.

One councillor at Oban Com-
munity Council commented 

after the meeting that he knew 
it wouldn’t work but had to make 
the right noises in public.

Community councillor George 
Berry said: ‘This scheme will not 
work in Soroba. We already have 
overflowing bins. Any rubbish 
bags that don’t make it into the 
bin will be brought to you [the 
council] and left outside the yard 
or on the steps at Albany Street.’ 

Through The Oban Times 
website, Soroba resident Leonie 

Angus said: ‘The bin areas in 
Soroba are overflowing after 
one week. It’s going to be dis-
gusting.’

Heather Brennan called the 
reduced service ‘a joke’ and said: 
‘Reduce our council tax then 
since the council does nothing 
for us.

Young mum of two Nikki 
Warham said: ‘I have a child in 
nappies and a toddler in night-
time pull-ups. Kids also don’t 

always finish their dinner. My 
rubbish is going to pile up. We 
pay council tax for this service.’ 

Oban’s David MacLennan 
said: ‘Why don’t Argyll and 
Bute Council cut back some of 
the wages that the so-called top 
brass are taking home?’

A council spokesman said: 
‘Houses with shared bins will 
receive additional green bins 
where required, as well as blue 
bins.’ 

Council exceeds 
leisure targets 
THE NUMBER of people using 
council swimming pools, gyms 
and libraries in Argyll and Bute 
has exceeded all targets.

The largest increase was in 
library services - 593 visits 
were made between April to 
June against a target of 360 – a 
rise of almost 40 per cent.

For the same quarter, 93,194 
visits were made to council 
swimming pools - 20 per cent 
above the 75,000 target, and 
28,245 visits were made to 
gyms.

Oban is the pot of gold 
at the end of the rainbow 

as this photo by Sheila 
McIntyre taken on Sunday 
afternoon shows. Sheila, 

from Benderloch but who 
now lives in Oban, has 

worked as a professional 
photographer for a year 
after completing night 

classes with Cameron Harris 
of Highland Photos. Sheila 

is a member of the Craft 
Collection in Airds Crescent 
where her work, along with 

many other crafters and 
producers, is on display.

Rainbow 
lights up 
Oban sky
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It had the 
cheek to 
stare at us 
when we 
got down 
”

Peter Bearsley

CHARITY Marie Curie 
welcomed a new member 
of the team last week as the 
donation of a Little Anne 
CPR training manikin was 
presented to it by the Mac-
Queen Bros Charitable Trust. 

The manikin will be used 
for resuscitation training by 
the Marie Curie Nursing Ser-
vice in Argyll and Bute which 
provides care and support to 
people living with a terminal 
illness and their families. 

Last year the local service 
provided 7,100 hours of care 
in 964 visits and 87 per cent 
of people were able to die in 
their place of choice. 

Lynne Millar, Marie Curie 
clinical nurse manager, said: 
‘We’re very grateful to the 
MacQueen Bros Charitable 
Trust for this generous dona-
tion and its support for our 
local nursing service.’ 

Graham MacQueen of the 
MacQueen Bros Charitable 
Trust said: ‘We’re really hap-
py to be supporting a good 
cause.’

A COUPLE who left their 
car in the ‘middle of nowhere’ 
were shocked to discover 
thousands of pounds worth 
of damage to its paint work 
when they returned.

Peter and Christine 
Bearsley, from Melboure, 
Australia, made a trip half 
way around the world to 
fulfil a life long ambition to 
visit the Western Isles before 
travelling to Oban.

Spending 17 days on the 
islands, a few more than 
expected due to inclement 
weather, they travelled all 
the way from Ness in the 
north to Barra in the south.

They had hired a shiny Audi 
A3 to take in the islands in 
safety and comfort.  

One day the couple decided 
to take a 20-minute trip to 
the MacLeod Stone on a hill 
between Horgabost and Nis-
abost on the Isle of Harris.

Peter said: ‘We were com-
ing back down the hillside 
when we noticed a bl**dy 
sheep acting very strangely. 

HARBOUR porpoise will 
become the latest species to 
receive increased protection 
in Scotland under a new 
conservation area.

Scotland’s first Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC) 
for harbour porpoise has 
been created in the Inner 
Hebrides and Minches SAC 
on the west of Scotland and is 
now Europe’s largest for this 
species.

The area will help maintain 
the favourable conservation 
status of harbour porpoise by 
providing protection to them 
and the habitats that support 
them in Scottish waters.

It will fulfil the Scottish 
Government legal obligation 
to protect porpoises in the 
seas over and above the 
European Protected Species 
(EPS) status.

A HEARING to rule on whether an Argyll and 
Bute councillor breached the councillors’ code of 
conduct has adjourned until October 19 to consid-
er its decision. 

In an almost unheard-of meeting of its type, 
the Standards Commission for Scotland met at 
Kilmory Castle to adjudicate the case of Dunoon 
councillor Michael Breslin. 

The hearing discussed a complaint made in May 
2015 to the Commissioner for Ethical Standards 
in Public Life Scotland by four senior Argyll and 
Bute Council officers.  

Former chief executive Sally Loudon, Cleland 
Sneddon of community services, Douglas Hendry 
of customer services and Pippa Milne of devel-
opment and infrastructure services allege that 
Councillor Breslin breached the councillors’ code 
of conduct by not treating council employees with 

the respect and courtesy due to them as public 
servants and by raising matters relating to their 
conduct or capability in public. 

The allegations relate to the content and circu-
lation of emails sent between August 10 2014 and 
March 9 2015 on the sale of Castle Toward, the pay 
and conditions of externally contracted care work-
ers and the management of Rothesay Harbour. 

It is claimed the content of the emails was critical 
and disrespectful of council officers and that 
Councillor Breslin engaged in direct operational 
management of council services.

The report continues: ‘The respondent refutes 
the allegations under explanation that his le-
gitimate scrutiny and questioning of officer-led 
actions has been misinterpreted as inappropriate 
criticism and that he had not sought to engage in 
operational management.

‘The respondent is of the view that there is in-
sufficient scrutiny of officers in the council, and 
questioning of officers is part of the process of 
scrutiny.’

In one of the witness statements, the council’s 
head of governance and law Charles Reppke 
accused Councillor Breslin of ‘an intimidatory 
approach’ in one email, when he wrote he would 
publish an officer’s responses. 

‘If he doesn’t get the answer he wants it goes into 
the public domain and he uses his blog. It clogs up 
the wheels of administration when officers have 
to get legal advice on how to respond to Michael 
Breslin,’ Mr Reppke continued. 

Councillor Breslin denies the  allegations of im-
proper conduct, but admitted ‘there might always 
be better ways of expressing oneself’. 

The hearing was adjourned until October 19.

TIMESLINE
Hundreds remain 
on housing list 

Generous support 
for charity walk 

Councillor in the 
dark over hotel 

Trust gifts 
training aid 
to nurses

No secret 
meetings, 
says council  

Hearing considers councillor’s conduct

Couple’s shock as ‘Rammit’ 
leaves its mark on hired car

Above: The red Audi A3 that 
was attacked by ‘Rammit’ the 

angry ram of Horgabost.

But it wasn’t until we got to 
our car that we saw it had been 
ramming its horns into the side 
of the car. 

‘We think it may have thought 
it was another ram and it was 

trying to scare it off. 
‘It had the cheek to stare at us 

when we got down the hillside.’ 
The couple say that where 

they live they are quite used to 
seeing kangaroos out and about 

on the roads - but they haven’t 
ever encountered anything like 
an angry ram fighting with its 
own reflection.

Locals have named the sheep 
‘Rammit’.

Left: Christine and Peter 
Bearsley from Melbourne, 

Australia. The couple fell victim 
to a deluded ram. t40rammit2 

Special 
status for 
porpoise

EXPENSES for the three members 
of the Scottish Parliament who live in 
Argyll and Bute totalled £103,020.65 
for the year to end April 2016.

Conservative member Jamie McGrig-
or and SNP members Michael Russell 
and Michael MacKenzie were all in 
the top half of the expenses scale - but 
served one of the largest geographical 
areas in Scotland. Jamie McGrigor 

claimed £33,492.66 - Edinburgh ac-
commodation of £11,389.45, telephone 
costs of £1,291, travel was £6,544.24 
with staff travel at £2,293.12, overnight 
stay costs were £630.90 and no addi-
tional expenses were claimed.

Mike MacKenzie claimed £38,218.11 
- Edinburgh accommodation of 
£12,723.69, telephone costs of £885.62, 
travel was £9,630.28 while staff travel 

was £1,407.50, and for overnight 
stays - mainly in Orkney and Shetland, 
£2,956.61 was paid and no additional 
expenses were claimed.

Michael Russell was £31,309.88 - Ed-
inburgh accommodation of £9,725.52, 
telephone costs of £1,320, travel of 
£7,823.79, staff travel of  £1,275.71 with 
overnight stays totalling £554.50 and 
no additional expenses were claimed.

TEN SCOTTISH seaside spots have 
seen a significant increase in the 
number of holiday enquiries this year, 
according to a holiday website, and 
Oban is leading the way with a 30 per 
cent increase in enquiries.

New data from www.holidaylettings.
co.uk, which is owned by travel giant 
TripAdvisor, shows that in 2016 a 
number of coastal locations saw a 
spike in demand, with Oban among 
the top ten. 

Jack Johnson, spokesperson for hol-

idaylettings.co.uk, said that a growing 
number of travellers had taken a trip 
to the Scottish seaside this year.  

‘People have always loved going to 
the seaside, but this year it seems that 
travellers have really got the taste back 
for an old fashioned break by the sea,’ 
Jack said. ‘We’ve seen a 30 per cent 
year-on-year spike in the number of 
enquiries for Oban this year and 2016 
isn’t over yet.’

With demand for Scottish coastal 
spots on the up, Jack added that home-

owners in and around Oban should 
capitalise on this travel trend by renting 
out their home or spare room.

‘We know travellers love the home 
comforts a holiday rental offers, so 
why not list your home and start earn-
ing yourself some extra cash?’ said 
Jack. ‘Registering your home with us 
is really easy and the money you can 
make might surprise you.’

For more information about listing 
a home, visit www.tripadvisor.com/
rentals.

A CHEATING 23-year-old 
Argyll mother who used her 
young girls to create lewd 
photographs to send to her lover 
in England pleaded guilty to 
three charges in Campbeltown 
Sheriff Court.

The mum, who cannot be 
named for legal reasons to 
keep her children from being 
identified, appeared in court 
last Wednesday. She faced three 
charges of using her daughters 
to create indecent images and 
exposing them to sexual acts. 
Her not guilty plea to two other 
charges was accepted.

One girl was just three months 
old when the mum started 
creating and sending the images.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin 
McGinty told the court that the 

accused was in a relationship for 
four years with a man with whom 
she had two daughters.

In October 2013, the partner of 
the accused became aware that 
she was sending text messages 
to a man named ‘Daniel’ in the 
north of England.

After a break-up in January 
2014, following the accused’s 
partner finding sexual pictures 
of Daniel on her mobile, the 
couple reconciled in June 2014 
before breaking up again when 
talks with Daniel continued.

The pair remained amicable 
and kept joint custody of their 
two daughters. The accused 
often looked after the pair at the 
father’s home.

On June 26 2014, the dad put 
the girls to bed after the accused 

had watched them at his home. 
The accused had left the house 
and forgotten to take her laptop.

In a picture folder titled 
‘Daniel’, the father was horrified 
to find sexually indecent photos 
of his own children.

The police cyber crime unit 
found a video of a man, believed 
to be Daniel, videoing himself 
looking at these images and 
performing a sexual act, with 
what the fiscal argued was the 
clear presumption she sent 
these images to him for his 
gratification.

They also found a number 
of movies from Daniel to the 
accused, relating to charge five 
of possession of an extreme 
pornographic image.

The fiscal summed up the 

various charges, referring to 
further pictures of the accused 
with her daughter in the 
background, saying the use of 
her daughters was integral to 
the sexual excitement she and 
Daniel were seeking. He added 
that Daniel awaited trial in 
England.

Defence solicitor Ruben 
Murdanaigum pointed to doubts 
Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC had 
over the level of gratification 
the mother had received from 
the images. He said the position 
his client held was that Daniel 
got the gratification from the 
sent images. He stated that the 
accused was now aware that 
her relationship with Daniel 
was very unhealthy and she 
had since cut all ties with him, 

professing sorrow for her 
actions. He said the children 
had returned to shared custody 
in November last year, under 
agreement with the father, with 
both wishing to ensure that the 
children were raised in a good, 
stable environment. She now 
had unsupervised access and 
saw them on a monthly basis.

Sheriff Anderson deferred 
sentence and granted the accused 
bail until next month, calling 
for a criminal justice social 
work report and reports from 
the accused’s social worker and 
community psychiatric nurse.

She also ordered that 
the accused had no more 
communication of any kind with 
Daniel, for the good of herself 
and her children.

Court hears Argyll mother used 
daughters to make sexual images

Increase in Oban holiday enquiries

COMPLETING an ancient 
pilgrimage route, Calum 
MacFarlane-Barrow, of Craig 
Lodge, Dalmally, thanked 
everyone who supported 
him on his journey.

Special praise was reserved 
for his daughter Ruth   and 
all the ‘good people’ who 
gave such generous support 
on his sponsored walk last 
week from Dalmally to Iona. 

Mr MacFarlane-Barrow 
said: ‘The miles seemed to 
� y by and we arrived on Iona 
in great fettle.’

To donate to Mr MacFar-
lane-Barrow’s campaign for 
Craig Lodge Catholic retreat  
see www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/Calum-MacFar-
lane-Barrow

FIVE hundred families remain 
on the Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles housing list, chief exec-
utive Alastair McGregor of 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) told Oban 
Community Council on Mon-
day evening.

He told community council 
members at their monthly 
meeting that Soroba was still 
high on the list for families’ 
choice of housing.

Mr McGregor said: ‘We have a 
huge demand for people who 
want to live in Soroba. ACHA 
is very proud of the housing 
there.’ 

MSPs’ expenses top £103,000

OBAN Community Council 
denied claims it was holding 
secret meetings about an 
elected member after an 
email, apologising for ab-
sence, made the claim.

At Monday night’s meeting 
an email was read from 
councillor Julie McKenzie, 
Oban South and the Isles 
councillor, to say she would 
not be attending.

Ms McKenzie said: ‘Due 
to the previous complaint 
raised against me by Oban 
Community Council and the 
fact I’ve been advised that 
private meetings are still on-
going, involving members of 
Oban Community Council  in 
relation to this complaint, I 
therefore regret I again sadly 
see no alternative to tender-
ing my apologies in advance 
of tonight’s meeting.’

Chairwoman Marri Malloy 
said there had been two meet-
ings - one to write a letter of 
complaint about the council-
lor and a second to discuss 
the reply. She said: ‘We are 
not holding secret meetings. 
Everyone is welcome to come 
along to our monthly meet-
ings. They are held in public.’ 

AN OBAN councillor said 
the town’s community 
council would be ‘better to 
consult Santa Claus’ than him 
about  negotiations over the 
development of the former 
Argyll Hotel site.

The Esplanade hotel was 
demolished almost � ve years 
ago but its ‘state-of-the-art’ 
replacement has never been 
built.

Last month’s community 
council meeting was told 
council o�  cers had been in 
discussion with the developer 
to ensure there were no blocks 
to the project. 

This month Councillor Neil 
MacIntyre told community 
councillors he had ‘no idea 
what was happening’.

He said: ‘You are as well 
asking Santa Claus.’ 

OUR SPONSORS

ScottishField
®

2017
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My privacy 
has been 
destroyed 
and the 
stress is 
becoming 
unbearable”

Ann Colthart

www.facebook.com/obantimes

TIMESLINE
Council welcomes 
two religious reps 

COUNCILLORS are to hold 
a site visit in Connel to decide 
how to resolve a mistake by their 
own planning officers which left 
a house being built too close to 
another home.

Septuagenarian Ann 
Colthart’s extension, built 14 
years ago, wasn’t included in 
the site plans and has resulted 
in a semi-detached house on St 
Oran’s Place being built nine 
metres away from her property, 
when guidelines state it must be 
at least 18.

Ms Colthart, who has lived 
there for 32 years, became aware 
of the problem as plots three 
and four of the development to 
expand the village progressed. 
She contacted the planners in 
May and work was halted as a 
solution was sought.

Argyll and Bute Council 
admitted falling short of its own 
standards, apologised for the 
situation and distress caused 
and said it was seeking a remedy 
acceptable to all parties.

A planning application, sub-
mitted by Macleod Construc-

tion Ltd on July 22, proposed 
‘alterations to rear fenestration, 
installation of new fenestration 
on gable elevation and erection 
of wall and hedging on NE 
boundary’. 

But it gathered no letters of 
support and more than 40 public 
objections from a village of 
around 400 people, including 
from Connel Community Coun-
cil.

Councillors on the Planning, 
Protective Services and Licens-
ing Committee met in Lochgil-
phead council headquarters last 
Wedenesday to decide the fate 
of the new two-storey building, 
which development manager 
Ross McLaughlin said, had 
‘significantly progressed’.

Mr McLaughlin admitted it 
was too close to Ms Colthart’s 
property, but added: ‘Given the 
difference of ground level and 
the angle of the building, officers 
are recommending approval as a 
departure from the local plan. 
Removal would be dispropor-
tionate to the impact. It will be 
challenging if not impossible to 
relocate these buildings within 
the plot size.’

The current plan is to relocate 

the top rear windows to the side 
gables and planting to provide 
screening. Both Ms Colthart 
and the developer had been 
granted planning permission, 
and complied with conditions, 
Mr McLaughlin said, and he 
explained the mistake was due 
to an inaccuracy in the maps. 

‘The Ordnance Survey map did 
not depict the sunroom when the 

KAREN Pickering from Argyll 
lives with multiple sclerosis 
(MS) and is raising awareness of 
misconceptions people with the 
condition face. 

This comes as the MS Society 
releases findings from a survey 
into the stigma people living 
with MS have to deal with. The 
survey shows that almost half of 
people with MS feel they have 
experienced mistreatment or 

Councillors schedule site visit 
in bid to resolve plan blunder

reality, with the number of sites 
being built, we do rely heavily on 
members of the public. We will 
be more proactive in assessing 
more major sites like this.’

Councillor George Freeman 
asked: ‘The 64,000 dollar 
question is: is the council facing 
potential costs over this?’ 

Mr McLaughlin replied this 
should not be a consideration 
of councillors. ‘Members have 
to view this on the merits of this 
application,’ he said.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
commented: ‘It is absolutely 
imperative councillors see the 
site for themselves and have a 
local hearing.’ 

Councillors agreed to hold a 
site visit, followed by a public 
hearing, set for November 3 at 
a location in Connel yet to be 
arranged.

After the meeting Ms Colthart 
said: ‘My privacy has been 
destroyed and the stress is 
becoming unbearable but I’m 
delighted the committee has 
agreed to a site visit and public 
hearing. They will now be able 
to see for themselves the impact 
this has had on my home and my 
life.’

Woman aims to raise awareness of MS misconceptions
stigma because of their symp-
toms, while 12 per cent aren’t 
sure if they have experienced it. 

The most common experience 
is being accused of being drunk 
because they were having trou-
ble walking, while more than 
a third have been accused of 
wrongly parking in a disabled 
bay because they didn’t appear 
disabled.

Karen Pickering, 34, was diag-

nosed with relapsing remitting 
MS eight years ago and shares 
her own experience of people 
thinking she was drunk: ‘There 
was one morning, before 9am 
in the main street, I fell and was 
lying on the pavement and a lady 
tutted and stepped over me. 
That really hurt.’

The survey also revealed that 
73 per cent of people with MS 
say that living with the condition 

is more difficult when people 
treat them badly or stigmatise 
them because of their condition.

MS symptoms typically appear 
when people are in their 20s and 
30s and can include sight loss, 
disability and fatigue. It is an 
unpredictable condition – one 
day a person with MS might be 
fine but the next they might lose 
their sight or be unable to move. 

More than 100,000 people are 

living with MS in the UK, yet 76 
per cent of people living with 
MS believe the public’s aware-
ness of their condition is ‘low’ or 
‘very low’. 1,018 people with MS 
shared their experiences with 
the MS Society/Opinium survey.

Morna Simpkins, director 
for MS Society Scotland, said: 
‘MS is an incurable, fluctuating 
condition which can manifest in 
many different ways. 

‘For more than 11, 000 people 
in Scotland the challenges of 
MS are a daily reality. The 
results of this survey are 
completely unacceptable and 
it’s time to work together to 
challenge these outdated and 
stigmatising misconceptions. 
We have a freephone helpline 
and we would urge anyone living 
with MS who needs support to 
get in touch on 0808 800 8000.’

drawings were submitted,’ he 
said, and ‘the planning officers 
did not undertake a site visit’.

Councillor Neil MacIntyre 
asked: ‘How did we get near 
completion before we noticed 
this?’ Mr McLaughlin replied: 
‘We rely on members of the 
public informing us of a breach 
and we investigate that. We are 
not on every site. We acted on 

the complaint and ceased work 
on the site.’

Mr McLaughlin told council-
lor Gordon Blair lessons would 
be learned. ‘In a fully resourced 
department we would like to be 
on all these major sites,’ he said: 
‘We did not have the resources 
to be out there when the build-
ing was going up. Proactive 
enforcement is the ideal but in 

TODAY, Thursday, will see two 
non-elected religious repre-
sentatives appointed to Argyll 
and Bute Council.

A proposal to appoint Wil-
liam Stewart Shaw from the 
Church of Scotland and Mar-
garet Anderson of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Argyll and 
the Isles is likely to be accepted 
by elected members.

BREXIT will have a ‘profound 
impact on access to external 
funding’ Argyll and Bute Coun-
cillors are to be told today, 
Thursday.

A report to the council will 
show the LEADER programme 
which funds projects to the 
tune of more than £5million, 
will require to � nish early, as 
will the Fisheries Fund.

Science, agricultural and 
academic programmes are all 
likely to be a� ected by the exit 
from Europe, councillors will 
hear.

Freedom request 
for golden Gordon
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
will be considering a request 
to award an Olympian the 
Freedom of Argyll and Bute.

Gordon Reid, who is the 
world’s number one wheel-
chair tennis player, was 
nominated by Helensburgh 
and Lomond Area Commit-
tee after winning a gold 
medal in Rio.

A decision on the request 
will be made today, Thurs-
day, at a full council meeting 
of Argyll and Bute.

Brexit will e� ect 
external funding 

The new house is just nine metres from Ann Colthart’s home.
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Sport
Fort William                      1
Brora Rangers                                  4
William Hill Scottish Cup

Football

Rugby

Wee Rangers knock the Fort out of 
Scottish Cup 

Fort’s David Mo� at defends his goal against Brora’s Craig Campbell.

LOCHABER had their first 
home game of the season on 
Saturday, when they played 
RAF Lossiemouth. 

Lochaber have had their 
numbers boosted recently with 
college students now back in 
Fort William after struggling 
for numbers in the first two 
weeks. 

RAF Lossiemouth stormed 
the league two seasons ago 
but asked to be moved down a 
league this year.

Lossie kicked off and put Lo-
chaber under pressure straight 
away. But some solid defence 
from the home side thwarted 
the attacks.

It was Lochaber who opened 
the scoring with Conor Taylor 
getting the ball over the line 
after some great build-up play. 

Lossiemouth retaliated not 
long after to bring the score to 
5-7. 

From the kick-off Lossie-
mouth gave away a penalty 
right in front of the posts. Sean 
Robertson kicked the three 

Bill Clark, left, presents the Gogs Taxis Balloted Pairs competition held at the Fort William Railway Bowling Clubs Green in Inverlochy to 
winners, left to right, Peter Black, and Agnes Thain, and runners up Helen Ross, and Alan Lawrie. Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography

A WATERLOGGED pitch 
almost stopped Fort William’s 
Scottish Cup first round game 
against Brora Rangers going 

Jack Lingard takes a tumble as Andrew Greig and Alan Pollock push past. Photos: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image 

ahead on Saturday, but with 
hard work from the FWFC 
ground staff, who worked tire-
lessly to keep the pitch clear of 
water, the game went ahead. 

The Fort came out of the 
blocks all guns blazing and 
could have been ahead in the 

first minute, had it not been for 
a brilliant save from Rangers 
keeper Joe Malin to deny Marty 
Munro a goal.

Ten minutes later it took an 
excellent goal-line clearance 
from Colin Williamson to deny 
Jack Lingard. 

Home keeper David Harrison 
produced a magnificent save to 
stop Steven Mackay and keep 
the scores level.

Claggan Park erupted just as 
half time drew to a close with 
good play by Colin MacLean 
down the left. His ball into the 
box was knocked down into the 

path of Danny Highet, who fired 
home to make it Fort William 1, 
Brora 0 at the half time break

Failure
Despite The Fort being one 

up at the interval, it was their 
failure to get that crucial second 
goal when on top that came back 
to punish the home side.

Brora came at the Fort straight 
from the start of the second 
half, and goals from Zander 
Sutherland, Steven Ross and a 
double from Craig Campbell, 
ensured that it was the Suther-
land side who progressed to the 
next round by virtue of a 4-1 
win.

Fort William face another 
tough game this Saturday when 
they take on high flying Cove 
Rangers at Claggan Park in a 
Highland League fixture. Kick-
off is 3pm.

Lochaber lose close 
encounter with the RAF

Lochaber                          8
RAF Lossiemouth         14
BT Caledonia 2NW

points putting Lochaber ahead 
8-7 going in to half time.

The Lochaber scrum remained 
dominant in the second half and 
they were defending well against 
Lossie’s driving maul.

The score remained the same 
until four minutes to go when, 
after a Lossiemouth attack was 
bundled into touch, the referee 
wrongly gave Lossiemouth the 
lineout in the Lochaber 22.

Lossiemouth scored their 
second try of the game to make 

the score 8-14. With the last 
play of the game, Conor Taylor 
almost scored his second try 
but was driven into touch. Final 
score Lochaber 8-14 RAF Loss-
iemouth.

Next weekend sees Lochaber 
take on Ross Sutherland where 
they will be looking for revenge 
after last year’s last second loss 
to Ross. Kick off 3pm Banavie

Action from last Saturday’s match between Lochaber and
RAF Lossiemouth

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday September 29, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.47 3.6 10.47 0.9 16.48 3.8 23.28 1.0
Fri 05.16 3.8 11.25 0.8 17.20 4.0 23.59 1.0
Sat 05.47 3.9 12.00 0.8 17.51 4.1  **.**  *.*
Sun 00.29 0.9 06.16 4.0 12.34 0.8 18.21 4.1
Mon 01.00 1.0 06.45 4.0 13.06 0.9 18.51 4.0
Tues 01.32 1.1 07.14 4.0 13.37 1.1 19.21 3.9
Wed 02.03 1.3 07.43 3.8 14.08 1.3 19.49 3.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

13
12

10

Thursday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate west south westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 13ºC.
Friday Light rain showers
 Winds moderate westerly
 Temperatures 9°C to 12ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Light rain showers on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 14ºC.




