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Brave Aimée is top young person
A SCHOOLGIRL who man-
aged to study for exams, work 
part-time and help run the 
family home after her mother 
became ill with cancer has been 
presented with a citizenship 
award by her community.

Oban High School pupil 
Aimée Johnston, 15, was named 
Appin’s Outstanding Young 
Person, an award presented 
annually by the Appin Com-
munity Trust, after impressing 
trustees with her fortitude. 

Aimée was 14 when mum 
Ethel was diagnosed with 
breast cancer in September last 
year. As Ethel went through 
extensive chemotherapy, and 
with husband Andrew working 
shifts, Aimée regularly took 

on responsibility for cooking, 
household tasks and making 
sure younger siblings Harry, 13, 
Charlie, 11, and Jack, 10, got to 

school on time. And when Ethel 
was away throughout April for 
radiotherapy treatment, Aimée 
looked after the family while 
studying for her National 5 
exams and working part-time at 
the Creagan Inn. 

Ethel said: ‘I was extremely 
weak throughout the chemo-
therapy and Andrew was on 
shift patterns, so Aimée shone 
through when I needed her.

‘For her to then get fantastic 
results in her exams, despite 
everything, makes me really 
proud.’

Part of a keen sporting family, 
Aimée’s award now sits in pride 
of place among the Johnston 
trophy collection; Andrew 
has silverware from rugby and 

heavy events and Ethel was 
successful at showjumping and 
hockey.

A keen rugby player and 
showjumper, Aimée has her 
share of awards but her citizen-
ship plate, presented at the 
Appin Agricultural Show, is 
one she is especially proud of.

‘It was a shock to hear my 
name read out when the award 
was being presented,’ said 
Aimée. ‘We had spo ken at work 
about who might win it but I 
had never considered myself 
for it.

‘It has been full on over the 
past year but it was just some-
thing I needed to do. Everyone 
in the family did what they 
could to help out.’

PUPILS at Rockfield Primary in Oban 
have taken to social media in a bid 
to find a Gaelic teacher for their school.

The vacancy has been advertised 
several times over the past few months 
with no success but now the children 
have created their own YouTube video 
in the hope that potential applicants 
will see it and apply.

The pupils made the video as part 
of a school project and were involved 
in every stage of the process, from the 
initial planning through to the final 
editing.

Councillor Rory Colville said: ‘What 
a fantastic video the pupils from 
Rockfield have produced. Showing 
initiative like this is something every-
one should applaud and I commended 
them for their efforts.

‘Teacher recruitment is an issue 
across Scotland and something that 
Argyll and Bute Council has been 
working very hard to address. We have 
taken numerous steps to attract teach-
ers to the area and, in conjunction with 
Argyll College, we have supported the 

introduction of a new postgraduate 
diploma in education to “grow our 
own” teachers. This course is for both 
Gaelic and English students.

‘The community of Tiree was very 
successful when a similar campaign 
was carried out to recruit a head 
teacher on the island. I really hope 

that someone out there sees the You-
Tube video for Rockfield and feels it’s 
the right job for them. 

‘Rockfield is a wonderful school with 

fantastic pupils and teachers. I truly 
hope that this appeal works.’

View the video at www.obantimes.
co.uk. 

Pupils in YouTube 
bid to � nd new 
Gaelic teacher

Predator faces 10 years
A 27-YEAR-OLD sexual ‘preda-
tor’ from the Highlands is facing 
up to 10 years in prison after a 
jury convicted him of having sex 
with an underage girl more than 
three years ago.

Angus Francis, of 2 Ross Place, 
Fort William, was accused of 
having sexual intercourse with 
the girl at various locations in 
Oban in 2012 and 2013, when she  
was aged 14 and 15, and he was 
aged 22 and 23.

Oban Sheriff Court heard Fran-
cis, a sales area manager, admit 
having sex with the 14-year-old 
girl in June 2012 when, he said, 
he believed she was 16. He de-
nied the second charge of having 

sex with the girl when she was 15. 
At the start of the four-day 

trial last Wednesday, the woman 
described first meeting Francis 
in 2012 in an Oban bar, before 
she was ejected by bouncers. 

‘He knew fine well how young I 
was,’ she said. ‘I never indicated I 
was 16 years of age to him, ever.’

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty asked: ‘Had you told Angus 
Francis how old you were?’

‘Yes,’ she replied, ‘14.’
After they had sex, ‘he said I 

could not tell anybody,’ she told 
the court. ‘I felt flattered and 
wanted,’ she said. ‘I was a very 
vulnerable person. He saw that 
and he took advantage of that. 

I blame him for ruining me and 
taking advantage of me, and he 
could do it to someone else.’

Defending, Lewis Kennedy 
asked Francis on Friday: ‘She did 
not say, “I am 14 years of age”?’

‘No, she did not,’ Francis 
responded. ‘She told me she was 
16 years old.’ He said he only 
learned of her true age when a 
friend ‘told me she was 15, and to 
stay away from her. I said I will’. 

He said he did not have sex 
with her again until after she had 
turned 16. He also described her 
as ‘a very strong woman’, who 
‘looked like she was 18’.

In cross examination, Mr 
McGinty asked Francis: ‘You 

put the key in the door and you 
asked, “You are 16, aren’t you?” ’

‘Yes,’ Francis replied. ‘That 
was the end of it. I had no reason 
not to trust her.’ 

Summing up on Monday, the 
fiscal asked the jury: ‘Is it a 
reasonable belief that through 
all this activity he believed she 
was 16 years of age? Alarm bells 
were clanging all around him. 
They could not have been louder. 
He wilfully ignored them. His 
very own alarm bells rang when 
he put the key in the door and 
asked, “You are 16, aren’t you?”

‘There is a common theme, 
and that is the arrogance of the 
accused.’

Mr Kennedy argued Francis 
had reasonably believed she was 
16 when they had sex. ‘Would she 
really have been so candid to tell 
the man she wanted to impress 
her true age? Once she told a 
white lie, she stayed with it until 
she was found out. She was hard-
ly the sort of girl who snucked up 
to her My Little Pony. She was a 
wayward party girl and a deeply 
troubled young woman.’ 

After two hours, a majority of 
the jury found Francis guilty of 
both charges, with a third charge 
involving a sexual act not proven. 
A fourth charge was dropped.

Francis looked pale and 
shocked as Sheriff William J 

Gallacher said the jury had con-
victed him of two offences of ‘the 
utmost gravity’, calling him ‘very 
reckless with regards to a young 
woman’. 

The maximum sentence he 
could impose, he said, is 10 
years’ imprisonment. ‘Given 
the persistent nature of your 
predatory and selfish approach,’ 
he added, ‘I cannot visualise 
anything other than a custodial 
sentence.’ 

Sheriff Gallacher denied bail, 
and deferred sentence until 
October 5 in Dumbarton Sheriff 
Court for a report and risk as-
sessment. He placed Francis on 
the sex offenders’ register.

Pupils at Rock� eld made their own YouTube video to appeal for a Gaelic teacher

Aimée Johnston.

AN 83-YEAR-OLD Dalmally 
man is planning to embark on a 
massive 60-mile pilgrimage on 
foot.

Calum MacFarlane-Barrow 
will hike the marathon distance 
from his home village to Iona 
later this month.

Calum has been working to 
establish a walking route called 
St Conan’s Pilgrims Way that 
links Craig Lodge and Iona.  
The route could form part of a 
bigger project currently under 
way to create a walking route 
linking St Andrews on the east 
coast to Iona in the west that has 
been dubbed the Caledonian 
Camino.

Calum said he is doing the pil-
grimage to raise money for the 
work of Craig Lodge, a Catholic 
religious centre, so it can carry 
on putting on retreats and doing 
all the work it  wants to do with 
young people and families. 

He is hoping that people who 
have benefited in different ways 
from Craig Lodge over the past 
25 years will help and make a 
donation and sponsor him. 

Calum will be walking from 
next Saturday, September 17 to 
Iona via Taynuilt and Oban.

Calum, 83, 
takes on 
marathon
pilgrimage
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

Last month I wrote about 
when children should have 
an eye examination (typically, 
every year). I wasn’t able to 
discuss why it is important 
to have our children’s vision 
examined regularly. We live 
in a highly visual world where 
clear comfortable vision is 
essential for modern living, 
learning and playing. We 
learn by watching our peers, 
reading books and gathering 
information from the internet. 
When I see my grandchil-
dren using an iPad to read 
books and to download their 
homework, it reinforces how 
dependent we are on vision.

If poor vision in children is 
picked up and treated at an 
early stage, they will perform 
better at school and have a 
better start in life as young 
adults. The problem is that 
poor vision is only easily 
recognised if both eyes are 
affected. A young child with 
a hidden vision problem will 
have one ‘good’ and one 
‘poor’ or amblyopic eye. To 
you, as a parent, they will ap-

pear to function normally and 
you will be none the wiser. 

Frequently, I deal with 
children (and adults) who 
appear to have normal vision 
but who are struggling to 
read. This can be simply due 
to the child needing glasses 
but is more often due to poor 
coordination or ineffi cient 
information processing within 
the vision system. Good 
quality vision is not just see-
ing 20/20. Both eyes have to 
work in harmony. 

A surprising number of 
parents don’t realise children 
under 16 and students who 
are under 19 and in full-time 
education are entitled to free 
basic NHS eye-care. That 
includes a standard basic 
examination and help to-
wards the cost of any glasses 
required. Your optometrist is 
trained to examine chil-
dren’s eyes and can refer to 
specialist colleagues where 
more in-depth assessment is 
required. Help your children 
succeed. Book their appoint-
ment today.

Children’s vision … an unseen problem

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk
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Nominate your 
young heroes

MP visits Oban 
building society

Trio are dancing 
to medal success

OBAN peop le are being urged to 
honour young heroes from the 
area by nominating them for the 
� rst British Citizen Youth Awards 
(BCYA). To apply email jacquif@
britishcitizenawards.co.uk with 
BCYA in the subject line. The 
deadline is September 19.

THERE was � rst-time success 
for three young dancers who 
were competing at Cowal 
Games at the end of August. 

Isla Dunlop, Erin Jackson and 
Eva MacColl, who are all pupils 
of Appin School of Dance, each 
went home with a medal.

ARGYLL and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara visited the Nationwide 
Building Society in Oban last 
week to meet the team, tour the 
branch and learning about the 
services on o� er.

Mr O’Hara was shown the latest 
technology, including Nation-
wide Now, the society’s video link 
to � nancial consultants around 
the country, and which allows 
customers to complete mort-
gage applications and attend 
� nancial planning appointments 
at a time that suits them. 

CONSTRUCTION work has 
started on the first new 
designated affordable rental 
housing in the Ulva Ferry area 
on the Isle of Mull for decades. 

Just six years since the local 
primary school was threatened 
with closure, instigating a 
community campaign to bring 
affordable housing to the area 
to stem decades of population 
decline, building work has now 
started on two family homes. 

A joint venture between 
the Ulva School Community 
Association (USCA) and Mull 

and Iona Community Trust 
(MICT), the Ulva Ferry Hous-
ing Partnership’s homes are 
being built next to Ulva Ferry’s 
school, to be let to local families.

To celebrate, the local 
community held a sod-cutting 
ceremony on Tuesday August 
30. The pupils at Ulva Primary 
got stuck in with their hard 
hats on, with community stal-
wart Jeannie MacColl looking 
on. Afterwards, celebrations 
continued at the school’s com-
munity café with tea, coffee 
and homebaking.

Housing project manager 
Helen MacDonald said: ‘It is 
fantastic to celebrate the start 
of building work today. It has 
taken many years of hard work 
and dedication by numerous 
community members to reach 
this point, with plenty of highs 
and lows along the way. To see 
construction under way is proof 
of what a small community can 
achieve against the odds.’ 

Ulva Primary head teacher 
Susie Carmichael added: 
‘Everyone at the school is very 
excited to see work starting 

on these houses and we look 
forward to seeing new families 
moving in next year.’

The housing project has been 
funded by the Scottish Land 
Fund, Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil, the Trusthouse Charitable 
Foundation, the Quaker Hous-
ing Trust, the Scottish Govern-
ment’s Rural Housing Fund, 
USCA and more than £22,500 
in local donations. The houses, 
designed by Thorne Wyness 
Architects, will offer tenants 
affordable heating bills, as well 
as affordable rents.

Construction work is being 
undertaken by Norman Mac-
Donald Builders, and is due to 
be completed by May 2017.

The Ulva Ferry Housing 
Partnership is also selling 
a building plot for £40,000 
at Acharonich, Ulva Ferry, 
with planning permission 
for a three-bedroom house 
and views over Loch na Keal. 
For details about the rental 
houses, or the plot, call Helen 
MacDonald on 01680 812 900 
or email hmacdonald@mict.
co.uk

Building begins for new a� ordable homes at Ulva Ferry

Children at Ulva Ferry went along to see the sod-cutting as work began to build new a� ordable homes.

Providing
fl ights to 
islands
THE AirTask Group has an-
nounced the acquisition of Heb-
ridean Air Services and will now 
deliver vital air services to Coll, 
Colonsay and Tiree on behalf of 
Argyll and Bute Council.

These services are provided 
with the help of a £2 million 
subsidy from the council over 
the three-year term of the public 
service obligation (PSO) con-
tract. The current contract runs 
until  June 2018.

AirTask will also operate a 
commercial service to Islay, not 
covered by the PSO contract, as 
well as private charter services 
out of Oban Airport. 

Councillor Alistair MacDou-
gall said: ‘We very much look 
forward to working with AirTask, 
building on the foundations of 
our successful partnership with 
Hebridean Air, continuing to 
provide vital services, keeping our 
island communities connected to 
the mainland. We particularly 
welcome AirTask’s significant 
experience of delivering similar 
services across Scotland. 

‘We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Hebridean 
for its commitment to the servic-
es over the course of the past six 
years, and to wish it all the best 
for the future. 

‘We as a council are committed 
to supporting our island commu-
nities as much as we can. Despite 
the challenging financial climate 
we have dedicated over £2 million 
to continuing this service. Air-
Task’s commitment to delivering 
these services is equal to ours 
and we are confident of building 
a successful partnership.’

Managing director of AirTask 
Julie Simper added: ‘We look 
forward to working in partner-
ship with the council.’

Giant’s Grave dig reveals 
massive hidden monument
AN EXCAVATION of ‘the 
Giant’s Grave’, a neolithic 
chambered cairn hidden on 
Islay, has revealed a massive 
ritual monument built by the 
island’s early farmers.

Slochd Measach is hidden 
from view deep in the planta-
tion of Ballimony Forest on the 
slopes of Benin Tart a’Mhill, 
the highest hill on the Rinns of 
Islay. Only the tips of massive 
stone slabs, used to construct 
the chambers into which bones 
of the neolithic dead were 
placed, emerge from the peat 
and bracken.

But 5,000 years ago those 
chambers lay under a massive 
mound of stone, with a grand 
entrance built from tall stone 
monoliths, around which rituals 
were performed for the ances-
tors who ‘lived’ within the tomb.

That, at least, is the scenario 
being explored by a team 
of archaeologists from the 
universities of Reading and 
Bournemouth working for Islay 

Heritage, a new organisation 
devoted to exploring and 
promoting the prehistoric and 
historic settlement of the island.

‘The neolithic [new Stone Age] 
is a critical turning point in the 
human past,’ explained Profes-
sor Steven Mithen. ‘It marks the 
transition from lifestyles based 
on hunting and gathering within 
the mesolithic period to those 
reliant on farming. Several mes-

olithic settlements are known 
on Islay, dating from around 
8500BC. Soon after 4000BC 
their traces disappear. At ap-
proximately the same time, the 
first monuments appear on Islay 
and elsewhere in Scotland: the 
neolithic chambered cairns.

‘These were most likely built 
by new arrivals, people who 
brought the farming way of life 
to Scotland. Neolithic people 

not only brought a new farming 
lifestyle based on cattle, sheep 
and barley, but also new territo-
rial attitudes to the land.’

The Giant’s Grave is one such 
monument, being excavated to 
reconstruct its architecture, and 
to establish when it was built, 
and to explore the relationship 
between the neolithic and mes-
olithic communities on Islay.

Work began to clear vegetation 
in 2015, and a few exploratory 
test-trenches revealed four stone-
lined chambers, once covered by 
massive capstones and fronted by 
tall stone monoliths. Excavation 
started last month with a trench 
to locate the remains of the cairn 
itself, much of it taken away for 
more recent buildings and field 
walls. Lost or discarded stone 
tools were found – including 
knives made from quartz.

Prof Mithen added: ‘A second 
trench approximately 20m from 
the stone chambers found the 
kerb-stones that once formed 
the edge of the mound, showing 
the Giant’s Grave had indeed 
been a massive, imposing mon-
ument on the landscape – a sym-

bol of power and ownership of 
the land. Excavation recovered 
fragments of charcoal coming 
from fires that had likely been 
part of the rituals, and which 
will hopefully provide radiocar-
bon dates to establish when the 
monument was constructed.’

The excavation also seeks to 
support the Islay community 
in engaging with the island’s 
heritage. Ninety children from 
all four primary schools visited 
the excavation, not only to hear 
about the Neolithic and archae-
ology but to get their hands dirty 
helping with the excavation.

Maggie McLellan took her 
class of 21 children from Port 
Charlotte Primary School on 
the hour-long walk through 
Ballimony Forest to the dig.

She said: ‘This project has 
been a fantastic opportunity for 
the children to really get their 
teeth into some local history. 
They have returned to school 
with a far better understanding 
of the work of archaeologists 
and an appetite for prehistory.’ 

The dig will continue in 
August next year. 

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Children from all four of Islay’s primary schools joined in the 
excavation as they learned about archaeology.

Natural beauty inspires island’s tartan
JURA’S wilderness has inspired 
the colours for a new tartan for 
the island, writes Sandy Neil.

Jura now joins Gigha, Islay, 
Mull, Iona, Tiree, Skye, Arran, 
Eigg and, most recently, Raasay, 
in the long list of Scottish is-
lands to weave their own tartan.

Tartan is an ancient textile, 
dating at least to 500BC when 
Iron Age Celts spread from 
Europe into Scotland, wearing 
wool woven into simple checked 
or striped patterns of natural 
dyes. Some 2,000 years later 
this Gaelic plaid (‘blanket’), 
or breacan (‘checkered’), 
became the everyday garb for 
Highland and island folk.

Tartan became a symbol of 
clan kinship, and islands were 
often inhabited by prominent 
clans, such as MacDonald of 
Islay, MacNeil of Colonsay, or 
MacLeod of Harris. About 100 
years ago Jura’s 2,000-strong 
population had only a handful 
of surnames, such as MacLean, 
MacDonald, Black, Shaw, 
Keith, Buie, Darroch and 
Lindsay. Now Jura is home to 

just 200 people, but there are 60 
different surnames from across 
the UK and Europe. 

How, when today’s islanders 
have many surnames from 
across the world, can you unite 
residents under one tartan?

That was the task facing Fiona 
MacDonald, a designer who 
has spent years plotting a Jura 
tartan in her cordwood studio at 
Crackaig near Craighouse. She 
explained: ‘Whether Jurachs 
came to Jura by family or visit, 
they are connected by a love 
of the island’s life and beauty, 
creating a sense of unity and 
community. It is for this reason 
I wished to create a Jura tartan.’

Originally, she said, ‘the 
people of each glen, mountain 
or moor could be identified by 
the local weavers’ traditional 
designs, and by the colours 
reflecting the land’s available 
natural dyes.’ 

In 1695, Hebridean explorer 
Martin Martin had recorded in 
his Description of the Western 
Islands of Scotland that ‘every 
isle differs from each in their 

fancy of making plaids, in so far 
that they who have seen those 
places, are able, at the first view 
of a man’s plaid, to guess the 
place of his residence’.

‘Jura is described as Britain’s 
last wilderness,’ Fiona added, 
‘and its rugged landscape lays 
out a rich palette of duns, golds, 
grasses, coppers, heathers and 
stones to choose from, beside a 
spectrum of blues and whites of 
sky and sea. I spent two winters 
dying wool and making endless 
samples on a small loom. 

‘In the end, only two dyes 
were needed to create the six 

shades used in the Jura tartan. 
The browns came from a lichen 
called Parmelia saxatalis, 
or crottle in Scots, once a com-
mon dye in Scotland, especially 
in Harris tweeds, because it was 
easy to use, requiring only water 
and heat. Lighter or darker tones 
of brown were achieved by 
leaving the yarn in the dye bath 
from 10 minutes up to several 
days. Natural blue dyes were 
few and far between for our 
ancestors. Blues were extracted, 
via a very complicated and la-
bour intensive process, from the 
leaves of a flowering plant Isatis 

tinctora or woad: a native of 
the Caucasus now growing wild 
across Europe – including in my 
garden at Crackaig.

‘I prefer natural dyes, because 
of all the historical associations 
and complex techniques, and 
I find the colours more subtle, 
with greater depth. However, in 
order to weave tartan on a large 
scale it would be impossible to 
produce consistent colours, and 
it’s environmentally unsustain-
able. So I had to use chemical 
dyes to reproduce my natural 
colour samples for the final 
tartan.’

A mill in the Border weaving 
town of Selkirk, Andrew Elliot 
Fine Weavers, took on the 
task of getting Fiona’s Jura 
colours matched up, and wove 
two weights: a fine tartan for 
scarves, ties, dresses or cush-
ions, and a kilt weight. The first 
batch is already running low, 
and Fiona is ordering 100m 
more, with further plans in the 
pipeline. ‘This is just my winter 
tartan,’ she said, ‘I think I might 
make a summer tartan.’

The Jura tartan at the Andrew Elliot mill. Picture: Robin Elliot

Advertorial
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Roadshow
will mark 
Great War 

Council falls short of 
targets on sick leave

New head 
for Tiree

A TWO-DAY event will be 
held in Oban this weekend as 
part of a number of roadshows 
organised by Argyll and Bute 
Council to commemorate the 
First World War.

Yvonne McEwan from Edin-
burgh University will start the 
event tomorrow (September 9) 
with a talk in Oban Library at 
7pm about the Scotland’s War 
website.

As well as leading this inter-
esting and innovative project, 
Ms McEwan is also an expert in 
family and military history.

People in Oban and Lorn 
are invited to take along their 
family stories, artefacts and 
photos from the Great War 
to Oban Library on Saturday 
(September 10) between 10am 
and 1pm, where Ms McEwan  
will provide help in identifying 
items, learning how to find free 
information online and more.

The council also wants to hear 
stories from the home front, 
as well as of those who fought 
on the frontline. Anyone who 
has a story about a woman 
in their family who took on a 
traditional man’s job or anyone 
who has a photograph of their 
grandmother milking cows and 
helping with the harvest should 
go along. 

Councillor Robin Currie said: 
‘This event is just one of a num-
ber of events being organised 
by Argyll and Bute Council, in 
partnership with the World War 
One Steering Group, to mark 
the centenary of the First World 
War and remember those who 
sacrificed their lives.

‘There are many people who 
have artefacts, photographs and 
various other memorabilia from 
the First World War that have 
been passed down the genera-
tions. Many of these people are 
unsure of the history of these 
items and Yvonne’s visit is the 
perfect opportunity for people 
with these things to go along 
and find out their story.’ 

Laura appeals to community 
ahead of lifesaving transplant
A 16-YEAR-OLD girl from 
North Connel who is suffering 
from leukaemia is appealing for 
people to sign up to become a 
potential lifesaver.

Laura Campbell has been 
diagnosed with the disease for 
the third time in her young life. 
However, the teenager is on a 
mission to help as many people 
as possible.

Laura, who is hoping to 
receive a stem cell donation in 
October, is urging people to 
sign up to the Anthony Nolan 
stem cell register. 

With the help of the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service 
(SFRS), Laura’s appeal will 
take place on September 30.

The day will start at Oban 
High School in the morning, 
providing pupils with informa-
tion and the opportunity to join 
the register. Then, from 4pm 
until 10pm, a drop-in clinic will 
be held at Oban Community 
Fire Station to allow members 
of the public to do the same.

The Campbell family are 
extremely proud of Laura and 
her brother Stuart and they are 
grateful for the support that her 
friends have shown throughout. 
‘They have been amazing,’ the 
family said.

They would like to thank John 
Sweeney of the SFRS for all his 
help in organising the event.

Mike Clifford of SFRS said: 
‘Laura has been a true inspira-
tion since the moment we met 
her. The bravery and determi-
nation she has shown with not 
only her own battle but in her 
determination to help others 
really is remarkable. 

‘Laura has a fantastic group of 
family and friends behind her 
campaign, and I would also like 
to appeal to anyone who meets 
the criteria to step forward 
and potentially be a lifesaver. 
Joining the register is a simple 
process, with only a small saliva 
sample required. 

‘Once on the register, you 
remain so until your 60th 
birthday, so you may never 
hear anything again but there 
is the chance that someone in a 
similar situation to Laura could 
require your help.’

The SFRS and Anthony Nolan 
have partnered up to try to get 
more people to join the register.

Since the partnership started, 
more than 6,000 people have 
signed up, with 18 going on to 
provide a donation and 300 of 
those who signed up did so at an 
event held in Oban.

Amy Bartlett, regional reg-
ister development manager at 
Anthony Nolan, said: ‘Through 
our partnership with the SFRS, 
Anthony Nolan is asking more 
young people in Oban to regis-
ter and be a lifesaver.

‘People in need of a transplant 
are often reliant on a register of 

strangers who are willing to do-
nate their stem cells, so it’s really 
important that young people in 
Oban are learning more about 
the register and the lifesaving 
difference they can make.

‘Joining the register is easy: all 

you have to do is spit in a tube 
and fill in a short form. 

‘For people who are asked to 
donate their stem cells, 90 per 
cent will do so through a straight-
forward process similar to giving 
blood. To join the register you 

must be aged 16 to 30, weigh 
at least 50kg and be in good 
health. There’s more information 
at www.anthonynolan.org.

‘We are thinking of Laura as 
her transplant approaches and 
wish her all the best with her 

operation and recovery. It’s 
amazing that at this difficult 
time, she is using her experience 
to encourage more people to 
join the Anthony Nolan register 
and possibly become a lifesav-
ing donor themselves.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Laura, centre, is joined by � re� ghters Derek Wilson, Alan Pollock, Alan Robinson, David Roberts and Stuart Allen, as well as her friends 
and fellow students from Oban High School. 16_t37LauraCampbell01.

AN OBAN charity has been given a cer-
tificate recognising its contribution to the 
community and its help in the fight against 
cancer. 

DMI Cancer Trust received the certificate 
from Cancer Research UK committee mem-
bers after they received £18,000 in donations.

The MacInnes family founded the trust 
after watching family members suffer from 
the disease.

The trust organises a charity concert, 
We’ll Walk This Road Together, each year, 
which attracts some of the top Scottish 

traditional music bands in the business. 
Since its inception three years ago, the con-
cert has helped raise more than £40,000, 
which has been split between various char-
ities throughout the Oban and surrounding 
area. 

June Pearson, Cancer Research UK 
committee member, said: ‘We would like to 
thank Nonnie, Karen and their family. 

‘It’s an absolutely wonderful thing. They 
have given us £6,000 each time. We don’t 
have to do anything. Nonnie and his family 
do everything.’ 

Mull pupils prove they are top class

A NEW head teacher has start-
ed at Tiree High School. 

Graham Wilks, who has been 
working as depute head teacher 
at Kilchuimen Academy in the 
Highlands, is now in place and 
has said in a newsletter that 
he has been touched by the 
welcome and support he has 
received from both from pupils 
and staff.

EXCITEMENT was i n the 
air at Lochdonhead Primary 
on Mull last week when the 
official opening took place of 
the school’s outdoor science 
laboratory.

Opened by Michael Russell 
MSP, the lab was created using 
the £1,000 prize money the 
school received as a result of 
winning last year’s Our Envi-
ronment competition.

This national competition, 
organised by Scotland’s Envi-
ronment Web and supported by 
the Scottish Environment Pro-
tection Agency (SEPA), Keep 
Scotland Beautiful, Young Scot 
and Education Scotland, invited 
youngsters aged between six and 
18 to identify an environmental 
issue and submit their ideas on 
how they would improve it.

The entry from Lochdonhead 
won top prize for the work the 
pupils had already carried out 
in the school grounds and their 
plans to create a conservation 

garden which can be used by the 
whole community.

But this isn’t the only success 
the school has had in the past 
12 months. Lochdonhead was 
also selected as one of only 
three finalists in the Learning 
for Sustainability category in 
this year’s Scottish Education 
Awards.

Argyll and Bute councillor 
Rory Colville said: ‘Having 
recently visited the school and 
viewed first-hand this wonder-
ful initiative that the pupils of 
Lochdonhead have established, 
I am delighted that science lab-
oratory is now up and running. 
It’s great to see that the pupils 
are aware of the importance of 
the environment and are keen 
to conserve it. The opening of 
the new science laboratory will 

not only encourage hands-on 
learning but will also enable 
pupils to share their ideas and 
become active citizens in their 
local community.’

SEPA provided the pupils 
with equipment for the new 
laboratory. 

Stewart Prodger, from SEPA, 
said: ‘We’re delighted with what 
Lochdonhead Primary has done 
with the Our Environment prize 
money. This competition was all 
about stimulating interest in the 
local environment, analysing 
issues and working together to 
find solutions. 

‘The pupils of Lochdonhead 
Primary were worthy winners, 
showing a great vision of how to 
improve, conserve, understand 
and share their environment 
with others.’

Under the microscope: a young 
scientist at work on Mull.

Christine and June Pearson of Cancer Research UK hand the 
certi� cate to Nonnie MacInnes and daughter Jenna.

Charity’s efforts honoured

Argyll delegates see German economic transformation
A DELEGATION from Argyll and 
Bute – including representatives 
from the council, local businesses 
and a social enterprise – visited 
a district in Germany which has 
transformed its own economy and 
successfully reversed a decline in its 
population.

The recent trip to Amberg-Sulz-
bach in Bavaria focused on econom-
ic growth, sharing best practice and 
promoting Argyll and Bute to the 
international European market.

Councillor Aileen Morton said: 
‘Growing our population and the 
local economy was very much on the 
agenda during the highly successful 
visit. Following the EU referendum 
result, it is even more important that 
the council maintains and strength-
ens its European ties and partners. 

‘In this respect, the visit to Am-
berg-Sulzbach, which is overcoming 
the same challenges that we are 
experiencing in Argyll and Bute, was 
important and enlightening. 

‘Reversing a population decline 
will bring people and jobs to the area 
and as a consequence help protect 
funding for future services.’

The itinerary also included visits 
to see care-at-home facilities for 
the elderly, restored buildings using 
LEADER funding, an events venue 
located in a refurbished and con-

verted barn, and a social enterprise 
providing accommodation, support 
and employment for adults with 
special needs. 

Amberg-Sulzbach is similar to 
Argyll and Bute in that it has a popu-
lation of approximately 100,000 peo-
ple which has previously experienced 
a decline, but has now been reversed. 

Next year sees the 50th anniversary 
of the twinning of Argyll and Bute 
and Amberg-Sulzbach and, during 
the trip, the delegates agreed to take 
forward the partnership with a focus 

on economic growth, environmental 
services, area regeneration and 
cultural exchange. 

Douglas McKenzie, of Oban-based 
marine biotechnology specialists, 
Xanthella, said: ‘The valuable 
exchange visit showed there are 
genuine business co-operation 
opportunities for Argyll and Bute 
and Amberg-Sulzbach to learn from 
each other, particularly in the areas 
of forestry, tourism, and food and 
drink. Although faced by challenges, 
the Bavarian district has also done a 

lot to encourage its industrial sector.’
Culture and young people also 

played an important part of the 
itinerary, with the council’s visit 
coinciding with the first leg of a 
youth exchange project that saw 
10 young people from Oban, Bute 
and Helensburgh spending a week 
meeting Bavarian young people. 
The programme included canoeing, 
climbing and a trip to Munich. 

A visit by the German group to Ar-
gyll and Bute is scheduled for Easter  
2017. 

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
faces a challenge in meeting its 
target to reduce absence due to 
sick leave, as new figures reveal 
a rise in the number of sick days 
by staff in the spring this year.

The council has a target of 
reducing absence by six per cent 
this year, but between April and 
June the average number of 
days lost per full-time worker 
was 2.57, compared to 2.48 days 
in the same period last year.

In a report to Argyll and Bute 
Council’s performance review 
and scrutiny committee, Jane 
Fowler, head of HR, said the 
main reason for absence was 
stress or related issues, involved 
in 29 per cent of cases.

In cash terms, the cost of 

sick pay over the quarter was 
£771,814, representing a £19,000 
fall in comparison to the previ-
ous year.  

Ms Fowler acknowledged that, 
while stress continues to be a 
major factor in absenteeism, 
staff are trained in its man-
agement. She added that while 
short-term absences linked to 
stress are rising, there has been a 
fall in long-term stress absence.

Outlining a range of initiatives 
to help staff deal with the issue, 
Ms Fowler added: ‘We are very 
aware of need for early referral 
for occupational health support 
and we are doing a lot to tackle 
stress. W e take it very seriously 
and are always looking to best 
practice elsewhere.’ 

Delegates from Argyll and Bute included 10 young people 
on the � rst leg of a youth exchange project.

NEW FOR SEPTEMBER 2016!
The new Charnwood Ark 5 has just been launched and is a 
product we feel has real potential.
The stove is designed with clean modern lines and the clever 
convector panels mean that it can be installed into tight spaces 
as the distance to combustibles to the rear has been reduced 
to an amazing 80mm with 270mm to either side. In addition 
to this it also meets the UK Building Standards requirement to 
be installed on a hearth of only 12mm thick so all in all it is 
incredibly adaptable to all sorts of situations.
The stove comes with a sophisticated multi-fuel grate as stand-
ard which is something often missing from the contemporary 
cylindrically styled models. It has been designed with an in-
novative new combustion system ensuring the stove burns 
except ional l y 
clean and with 
an outstand-
ing efficiency of 
over 80% when 
burning wood 
or smokeless 
fuel.
The Ark 5 comes 
with or without 
a store-stand 
meaning that 
it is suitable for 
both free-stand-
ing installations 
and installations 
where it needs to be recessed into an existing chimney. It is 
available in Charnwood's usual 8 colour options and is cur-
rently in stock and available to view in our showroom.

For further details please call us on 01631 720539.
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WEBSITE DATA ANALYTICS
Improve your website effectiveness and understand the role of Google
Analytics.
Wednesday 19th October 2016 from 9.30am to 12.30pm, Oban

DIGITAL MARKETING STRATEGY
Learn the practical steps necessary to develop a digital marketing strategy
Wednesday 19th October 2016 from 1.30pm to 4.30pm, Oban

ECOMMERCE
Increase the effectiveness of your eCommerce presence so you can grow
your business.
Thursday 20th October 2016 from 9.30am to 12.30pm, Oban

PRODUCING ENGAGING ONLINE CONTENT
Understand what kind of content customers need, how you can source it
and measure its effectiveness.
Thursday 20th October 2016 from 1.30pm to 4.30pm, Oban

LINKEDIN FOR BUSINESS
Want to boost your business with LinkedIn? We'll show you how it can
market your products and promote your brand.
Friday 21st October 2016 from 9.30am to 12.30pm, Oban

FACEBOOK FOR BUSINESS
Learn how Facebook can be used to engage with your target audience in
order to boost conversions.
Friday 21st October 2016 from 1.30pm to 4.30pm, Oban

To book a place contact the Business Gateway team

DigitalBoost is run in conjunction with Business Gateway and
partners to offer you fully funded workshops, advice and support.

01546 808363
argyll&bute@bgateway.com
visit www.bgateway.com/digitalboost

Business Workshops

TIMESLINE

New number to 
report power cuts

Partnership failed 
to provide � gures

Shoppers donate 
£1,000 to appeal

A NEW  national three-digit 
telephone number, 105, has been 
launched to which allow people 
in the north of Scotland to call 
their electricity network operator 
if they have a power cut.

The new free-to-dial number 
was developed to help avoid 
potential confusion or people 
contacting the wrong organisa-
tion, such as the company they 
pay their energy bill to.

If people in the north of 
Scotland call 105, they will go 
straight through to Scottish and 
Southern Electricity Networks, 
the new name for the electricity 
distribution network operator for 
the north of the central belt.

The number will enable people 
to report or get information 
about power cuts as well as 
report damage.

THE generous people of Oban 
donated almost £1,000 to the 
Italian earthquake disaster at 
the weekend. 

The powerful earthquake has 
killed at least 247 people, left 
thousands homeless and dev-
astated whole communities. 

The president of Oban and 
Lorn Lions Club, Raymond Wal-
lace, said he wanted to thank 
everybody who donated to the 
Italian earthquake disaster ap-
peal collection, which the club 
held on Saturday September 3 
at Tesco in Oban. 

The £998 will be forwarded 
to the Lions Club International 
Foundation along with a dona-
tion from Oban and Lorn Lions 
Club. 

A NEW health and social care 
partnership has come under � re 
after failing to provide � gures to 
a watchdog council committee.

Ian Ross, who chairs Argyll 
and Bute Council’s performance 
review and scrutiny committee, 
expressed annoyance over the 
absence of performance � gures 
on the recently-created Argyll 
and Bute Health and Social Care 
Partnership.

Responsibility for scrutinising 
the partnership’s performance 
lies, he said, with his committee 
and he expressed concern at this 
delay in information.

Speaking at last week’s meeting 
of the performance review and 
scrutiny committee, Mr Ross said: 
‘I am more than annoyed that we 
are not getting a glimpse of what 
is going on.’ 

ST ORAN’S Church flower show in 
Connel took place on Saturday Sep-
tember 3 and was well supported, with 
quite a few new competitors. 

The children’s sections were well 
supported by the youngsters of 
Achaleven and Barcaldine primary 
schools. Thanks to both schools for 
the time spent on the entries.

St Oran’s Challenge Trophy, Alan 
Pringle (best exhibit in show). 

FLOWERS: Four pansies or violas: 
1 Duncan Black, 2 Ian Brown, 3 
Duncan Black. Black Family Trophy, 
Duncan Black. Vase of herbaceous: 
1 Duncan Black. Vase of annuals 
mixed: 1 Duncan Black. Vase of 
annuals one kind: 1 Alan Pringle, 2 
Duncan Black, 3 Ian Brown. Vase of 
sweet peas: 1 Duncan Black, 2 Alan 
Pringle, 3 Alan Pringle. Two spikes 
gladioli: 1 Duncan Black. One spike 
gladioli: 1 Ian Brown, 2 Ian Brown, 3 
Duncan Black. One rose,  Catherine 
MacCallum Trophy, 1 Ian Brown, 2 
Ian Brown, 3 Duncan Black. Three 
medium cacti dahlia: 1 D MacDou-
gal, Alan Pringle. Three small cacti 
dahlia: 1 D MacDougall, 2 Ian Brown, 

3 Ian Brown. One giant dahlia: 1 D 
MacDougall, 2 Alan Pringle 3 Ian 
Brown. Three miniature ball dahlia: 1 
D MacDougall, 2 Alan Pringle. Three 
ball (small): 1 Ian Brown, 2 D Mac-
Dougall. Three small decorative: 1 D 
MacDougall, 2 D MacDougall. Three 
miniature decorative: 1 D MacDou-
gall, 2 D MacDougall, 3 Alan Pringle. 
Three pompom dahlia: 1 Ian Brown, 
2 Ian Brown, 3 D MacDougall. Three 
collarette: 1 Ian Brown, 2 Alan Pring-
le, 3 D MacDougall. Three miniature 
cactus dahlia: 1 Ian Brown,2 Duncan 
Black, 3 Duncan Black. Three mixed 
dahlia: 1 Ian Brown, 2 Ian Brown, 3 
Alan Pringle. Best dahlia: D Mac-
Dougall (Jimmy Black Trophy). Vase 
of mixed annuals: 1 Sheila Sinclair, 
2 Jessie Campbell. Four pansies or 
ciolas: 1 Marion Fisher. Pot plant in 
bloom: 1 Ian Brown, 2 Duncan Black. 
Pot plant foliage: 1 Duncan Black, 2 
Jane Wilkinson, Henderson Trophy 
Duncan Black.

VEGETABLES: Two potatoes 
(white): 1 Alan Pringle, 2 Barcaldine 
School, 3 Marion Fisher. Two pota-
toes (coloured): 1 Alan Pringle, 2 

Roger Ashforth. Two carrots: 1 Acha-
leven School. Two onions: 1 Roger 
Ashforth. Two beetroot: 1 Roger 
Ashforth. Two courgettes: 1 Marion 
Fisher 2 Roger Ashforth. One cucum-
ber: 1 Duncan Black, 2 Duncan Black, 
3 Mathew Dundas. Three tomatoes: 
1 Marion Fisher 2 Duncan Black, 3 
Sheila Sinclair. Hugh MacPherson 
Trophy: Marion Fisher. Duncan 
MaPherson Trophy: 1 Alan Pringle, 
Barcaldine School 3 Roger Ashforth. 
Hugh Gillies Trophy: Marion Fisher. 
Collection of salad vegetables: 1 Mar-
ion Fisher, Evan MacDonald Trophy. 
Collection of vegetables: 1 Roger 
Ashforth. Angus Ferguson Trophy: 
Jim Grout. Collection of vegetables: 
Roger Ashforth. Best exhibit: Alan 
Pringle.

FLORAL ART pre-school, Falls 
of Lora Trophy: Maisie Ferguson. 
Arrangement of flowers: 1 Maisie 
Ferguson, 2 Emily Karpinski, 3 An-
nie Bullock. Face on a plate: 1 Maisie 
Ferguson, 2 Emily Karpinski, 3 An-
nie Bullock. Junior section, Primary 
1-3, Campbell Trophy James Harris. 
Arrangement of flowers: 1 James 

Harris 2 Alexandra Harris, 3= Ken-
na and Abbi Ferguson. Animal from 
natural materials: 1 Lucas McLeod 2 
Alasdair Bullock, 3= Kenna Fergu-
son and Zara McLeod. Garden on a 
plate: 1 James Harris, 2 Amy Irvine, 
3= Zara McLeod- Alexandra Harris. 
Poster for recycling: 1 Abbi Ferguson 
2 Amy Irvine, 3 Lucas MacLeod. Pri-
mary 4-7, Campbell Trophy: Pamela 
Ingram. Arrangement of flowers 
1 Caitlin MacPherson, 2 Pamela 
Ingram, 3 Hannah Ferguson, Animal 
from natural materials: 1 Pamela 
Ingram. Garden on a plate: 1 Lily 
Irvine, 2 Mairi Dundas, 3= Connor 
Coombes and Abi MacCorquodale, 
Poster for recycling: 1 Millie Was-
salidge, 2 Hannah Ferguson, 3= Lily 
Irvine and Mairi Dundas. Adult: 
arrangement for Queen’s 90th birth-
day: 1 Marion Fisher, 2 Pam Gaff, 3= 
Ian MacKinnon and Margaret Lyons. 
Arrangement book title: 1 Marion 
Fisher, 2 Alison Dawson. Foliage ar-
rangement: 1 Marion Fisher, 2 Alison 
Dawson. Jane Nelson Trophy: Marion 
Fisher. Louvain Cunningham Trophy: 
Alison Dawson.

BAKING: Primary 1-3 cup cakes: 
gold, Angus Carswell; silver, Kenna 
Ferguson; red, Alasdair Bullock; 
blue, Emily Karspinski. Camp-
bell Trophy, primary 1-3: Angus 
Carswell. Primary 4-7, cup cakes: 
gold, William MacPherson; silver, 
Caitlin MacPherson. Four decorated 
biscuits: gold, Caitlin MacPherson. 
Campbell Trophy, primary 4-7: 
Caitlin MacPherson. Adult: four oven 
scones: gold, Lorna Forbes; silver, 
Lyn Ashforth. Four pancakes: gold, 
Rev George Cringles; silver, Marion 
Fisher. Fruit loaf: gold, Margaret 
Moody; silver, Lyn Ashforth; red, 
Lorna Forbes. Victoria sponge: 
gold, Lorna Forbes; silver, Margaret 
Moody; red, Caitlin MacPherson; 
blue, Lyn Ashforth. Shortbread: 
gold, Margaret Moody; silver, Lorna 
Forbes. Raspberry jam: gold, Rev 
George Cringles; silver, Lorna 
Forbes. Lemon curd: gold, Heather 
Morrison; silver, Lorna Forbes. Mar-
malade: gold, Margaret Moody, gold, 
Lorna Forbes. Peggy Sinclair Trophy: 
Lorna Forbes. Centenary Trophy: 
Margaret Moody.

Show is blooming marvellous
The winners proudly show o�  their trophies and, inset, some of the wonderful � owers that were on display.

Charities
are alerted 
to free food

Water idea 
to raise cash

OBAN’S Tesco and FareShare 
are asking charities and com-
munity groups to register for a 
scheme which will see unsold 
food become meals for vulnera-
ble people in the town. 

Tesco’s Community Food 
Connection programme with 
FareShare supports charities and 
community groups, linking them 
to Tesco stores via an app that 
allows store teams to alert them 
to surplus unsold food each day. 

The store in Oban will be 
involved in the programme. The 
unsold food is free and includes 
fresh produce, such as fruit, 
vegetables and bakery products. 
Chilled products like meat, dairy 
and ready meals are also offered.

Any charities or community 
groups in Argyll and Bute 
using food to support people 
that would like to access the 
scheme, should register by 
visiting www.fareshare.org.uk/
fareshare-foodcloud.

THE RNLI is challenging 
people in Argyll and the isles to 
give up all drinks except water 
for 10 days to raise funds for the 
charity.

That would mean no tea, cof-
fee, fizzy drinks, wine, beer or 
fruit juice, but just water for 10 
tough days.

The H2Only challenge runs 
from 5pm on Tuesday Sep-
tember 13 to 5pm on Friday 
September 23. Those who take 
on the challenge can sign-up at 
h2only.org.uk.

Help us make Oban a 
wheelie friendly town

THIS month Bid4Oban will 
be hosting a number of events 
in conjunction with European 
Mobility Week, which runs 
from September 16 to 22. 

Rather than being about 
disabled travel – the title con-
fuses people a little because 
of its similarity to Motability 
– this week is about the pro-
motion of sustainable travel. 
Sustainable travel is either 
walking, cycling or using pub-
lic transport rather than cars.

This year has seen an in-
crease in cycling tourism in 
Oban, so combined with the 
traffic congestion in the town 
during the day, BID4Oban 
has decided to make cycling 
the focus of its activity. 

Because of the slow move-
ment of traffic, cycling offers 
a fast, efficient way to get 
around the town and, despite 
the lack of dedicated cycle 
lanes, the low speed of traffic 
makes this a safe alternative. 

There will be people who 
feel that perhaps the weather 
makes this impossible but 
similar arguments have been 
made in London and Glasgow 
and they have both seen a dra-
matic increase in the number 
of cyclists with climates very 
similar to Oban.

The reality for Oban is that 
the town centre is fairly flat, 
making it accessible to all 
levels of fitness. Combine 
this with slow traffic making 
crossing town in a car labori-

ous and a shortage of parking 
spaces, and cycling becomes a 
viable way to commute. 

To help encourage this, 
Bid4Oban is going to engage 
in a number of initiatives to 
persuade people on to two 
wheels rather than four. This 
will involve safety checks for 
bikes that have been unused 
for a while, basic maintenance 
classes to help you maintain 
your bike and some cycling 
sessions to help those who 
have either never biked or 
have not done so in years to 
build up the confidence to 
take to the road safely.

Bid4Oban will also be host-
ing sessions to explain the ad-
vantages of the cycle-to-work 
scheme, to both employers 
and staff as there are savings 
for both.

There are number of reasons 
to try to increase the number 
of people cycling in town, 
including a reduction in con-
gestion, relieving pressure on 
parking, improving health and 

fitness, reducing pollution 
and pedestrians and cyclists 
generally spending more in 
shops than motorists.

There will also be an oppor-
tunity to see up-close a Nissan 
Leaf and a Tesla – both elec-
tric cars – with explanation of 
the grant funding available to 
assist with the purchase and 
the savings and advantages of 
electric vehicles. 

This will be at Station 
Square on Saturday Septem-
ber 17. There will also be an 
opportunity to register to test 
drive the Tesla on Sunday 
September 18. 

This will be hosted by the 
Energy Saving Trust (EST), 
which will also have members 
on hand to give advice about 
available assistance to save 
money at home. 

The EST will host a free 
seminar for businesses where 
they will advise on ways to 
save money on transport 
costs, which typically can be 
as much as £13,000 per year.

Derek Connery, from Bid4Oban, urges local people 
to saddle up and embrace European Mobility Week

Oban is a great town centre for cyclists.
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Driver to 
stand trial 
over death 
of isle vet
A MAN this week denied caus-
ing the death of a vet on the isle 
of Mull by dangerous driving.

Thomas Wainwright, 27, from 
Valbonne, France, appeared at 
the High Court in Glasgow on 
Monday to plead not guilty. He 
will stand trial next year.

He is accused of driving while 
under the influence of alcohol, 
at speeds of up to 95mph and 
on the wrong side of the road. 
Wainwright is also charged 
with failing to provide a breath 
sample.

Wainwright is also accused 
of performing ‘doughnuts’ with 
his car and driving the wrong 
way round a roundabout and 
on the wrong side of the road 
on various occasions between 
October 24 and 27 last year on 
the island.

The Maserati Ghibli car he 
was driving was in collision with 
a van being driven by 29-year-
old vet Theresa Wade on the 

A849 near to Craignure, Isle of 
Mull, on October 28, 2015. 

Judge Lady Rae set trial for 
March next year at the High 
Court in Glasgow.

Miss Wade ran the island’s 
only veterinary practice at Fish-
nish. She was travelling home 
from work to the Kinloch Hotel 
at Pennyghael, where she lived 
with partner Charles Pease, 
when the crash took place at 
8.15pm.

At the time her partner Mr 
Pease said: ‘Theresa was one 
of life’s bright stars that burned 
out all too soon.

‘I feel absolutely beside myself 
because she was a young woman 
with great potential who was 
an exemplar for all that Mull, 
Oban, Argyll and even Scotland 
could present to the world.’

She grew up on the Ross of 
Mull where her mother and fa-
ther Mary and Trevor Wade ran 
Bayview Stores at Bunessan.

AN 11-YEAR-OLD pupil at Dunbeg 
Primary School has conquered a daunting 
physical challenge for charity.

Charis Simpson, a P7 student, took part 
in the SiMBA canoe and climb challenge, 
hiking up Ben Lomond in the muddiest 
conditions and paddling on Loch Lomond. 
She was part of a team of seven canoeists 
and 21 climbers who spent the past week-
end raising funds and awareness for the 
charity, which responds to the needs of 
those affected by the loss of a baby. 

One of the climbers who joined the 
Munro ascent was Taynuilt resident Tim 

Devaney, who has been raising funds for 
SiMBA in memory of his twin boys. 

Charis took part in the challenge with 
her parents Andrew and Susan, and was 
climbing and canoeing in memory of the 
baby sister she never got to meet. When 
Charis was five, her parents lost her sister 
Eilidh Beth to stillbirth at 34 weeks. She 
remembers being very excited about hav-
ing a wee sister and was devastated when 
she found out she had died. 

The challenge was led by Boots N Pad-
dles which for three years has sup ported 
SiMBA. 

Charis said she wanted to take part in 
the challenge – which left her aching so 
much she struggled to get to school on 
Monday – because she wanted to help the 
charity support other families like hers 
who had lost a baby. 

Charis previously took part in the SiM-
BA Great Glen Challenge in 2014 when 
she was just nine years old as part of a 
23-strong team of kayakers and canoeists. 
That year they raised more than £17,000 
for the charity between them. This year 
the whole team has so far raised around 
£7,000 with funds still coming in.

Charis hits the heights with charity challenge Honours
for selfl ess 
volunteers

LOCAL people are being urged 
to celebrate the work of selfless 
individuals at the annual Argyll 
and Bute Volunteer of the year 
awards.

Volunteers across Oban will be 
celebrated next Friday September  
16 at the annual awards ceremo-
ny, which recognises volunteers 
in categories including regional 
heroes, individual volunteer of 
the year, young volunteer of the 
year and health volunteer of the 
year. 

In addition, the organisation of 
the year will be chosen on the day 
by a secret ballot, while the top 
honour – the Sargus Memorial 
prize – will be presented to one 
of the day’s winners, along with a 
prize of £1,000 in travel vouchers 
for the winning individual or 
organisation.

Among the guests at the awards 
ceremony will be MSP Mike 
Russell, Argyll and Bute Council 
chief executive Clelland Sneddon, 
chief officer health and social 
care integration Christina West, 
and the depute lord lieutenant 
for Argyll and Bute, Graham 
MacQueen. 

The keynote speaker will be Bill 
Clifford from Mary’s Meals. The 
awards will be held in the Ar-
gyllshire Gathering Halls, Oban, 
and will be hosted by Argyll and 
Bute Third Sector Interface.

 Left to right, 
back row: Mike 

Dunthorne 
(director 

of Boots N 
Paddles), Chris 

Muir, Jonny 
Kermode, 
Lynn Moir; 

front: Charis 
Simpson, 

Archie the 
SiMBA bear, 
Susan Simp-
son, Louise 
Mainland 

and  Aileen 
Thomson.

KATRINA RASMUSSEN
krasmussen@obantimes.co.uk

One-way system test for Oban ferry pier Help is needed to tidy playpark
A NEW one-way system for 
Oban ferry pier is to be trialled.

Ferry operator CalMac and 
port owner Caledonian Mar-
itime Assets Ltd are to test a 
one-way traffic system at the 
terminal. The four-week trial, 
which starts on Monday Octo-
ber 3, aims to improve safety 

for pedestrians and to ease 
congestion on the pier. 

Alasdair Henderson, from 
CalMac, said safety on the pier 
needs to be the priority and 
the number of pedestrian and 
vehicle incidents at present is 
unacceptable. He added that 
the new system should simplify 

traffic flows and make manage-
ment of movement on the pier 
easier for everyone.  

Traffic throughout the trial 
will enter from Alma Crescent 
and drive through the one-way 
only, exiting via Station Square. 
The area from the CalMac 
terminal building to Station 

Square will be a pedestrian-only 
zone and street furniture will 
be installed to separate loading 
bays from pedestrian areas. 

Businesses that will be af-
fected by the new system have 
already been consulted and a 
further meeting will be held to 
discuss additional details. 

OBAN Community Playpark 
is appealing for volunteers to 
help tidy the garden so that 
work can get under way to 
upgrade the path and install 
play equipment, benches and 
wooden carvings.

The garden clear-up will 
take place on Saturday (Sep-

tember 10), from 10am until 
3pm near Atlantis Leisure 
Centre, with people able to 
come and go as they please. 

The clear-up will include 
weeding, pruning and possibly 
planting, all under the supervi-
sion of a gardener. 

An adult must be on hand to 

supervise children at all times 
and anyone with gloves and 
tools are asked to bring them 
with them on the day.

Fundraising for the under-
fives play park is more than 
halfway complete, with 
£58,000 of £100,000 already 
raised.

ACCESS to funding has been 
identifi ed as one of the key chal-
lenges for small businesses.  

Argyll Enterprise Week has this 
as one of its central themes, with 
a whole day dedicated to linking 
entrepreneurs with a range of 
alternative sources of funding. 

On Tuesday November 1, a 
series of fi ve free one-hour sem-
inars will run throughout the day, 
so funders can outline what they 
have to offer and how to apply, 

and businesses can make contact 
and ask questions. 

The SJ Noble Trust was set up 
in memory of Johnny Noble, the 
co-founder of Loch Fyne Oysters. 
A keen supporter of rural regen-
eration, the trust offers grants 
and interest-free loans to new or 
existing businesses, typically in 
the region of £5,000.

DSL Business Finance Ltd is a 
not-for-profi t lender specialising in 
fi nance for SMEs and third sector 

social enterprises. It is the only 
Scottish-based delivery partner 
for the UK government’s Start-up 
Loans scheme and using this, its 
own loan fund, or a combination of 
both, DSL is able to provide loans 
to business for which there are no 
age or sectoral restrictions.

Crowdfunding is a growing 
source of fi nance for business, 
with many different platforms 
emerging. Growthdeck is a 
multi-channel platform that can 

help raise fi nance for a business 
through the sale of equity to its 
investor network. Growthdeck has 
raised more than £4.75 million 
from nearly 4,000 investors. 

The Scottish EDGE offers 
funding and support to help en-
trepreneurs realise their growth 
ambitions. 

It runs as a pitching competition 
and the businesses which demon-
strate the most potential could win 
grant and loan funding of up to 

£100,000 to deliver their growth 
plans 

Council representatives will 
outline the funding on offer from 
two programmes expected to 
launch in October – the Business 
Gateway Local Growth Acceler-
ator Programme, which will offer 
grants of up to £5,000 to support 
business growth and the Argyll 
and the Isles Leader programme, 
which will offer grants to small 
businesses of up to £50,000.

INVESTING WOMEN is 
a growing community of 
women angel investors, 
women entrepreneurs seeking 
growth and those who want 
to help both. It is one of the 
partners for Argyll Enterprise 
Week. 

Jackie Waring, founder and 
CEO at Investing Women, said: 
‘We are really excited about 
coming to Argyll and being a 
part of Argyll Enterprise Week 
in Oban.  

‘We will be delivering our Day 
with the Angels masterclass. 

‘This is a highly interactive 
workshop where you can meet 
and talk to business angels, 
get tips on what makes your 
business attractive to investors, 

the process involved and what 
to prepare.  

‘This is a very fl exible session 
where we discuss your business 
and business model, how your 
company can be scaled and 
other fi nancing opportunities 
which may be worth exploring. 

‘You will have many opportu-
nities to ask q uestions, meet 
other entrepreneurs, get help 
with your pitch and actually 
practise your pitch.’

There will be a wealth of 
expertise on hand and most of 
the Investing Women business 
angels have been and still are 
entrepreneurs who understand 
the journey.

Jackie added; ‘By helping 
more women into this space 

we are not only increasing the 
fi nancial capital available for 
investment in young innovative 
companies; we are unleashing 
the wealth of talent, human and 
social capital that these women 
will bring to the table.’

Investing Women believes 
in more than the money – it 
is passionate about entrepre-
neurs and believes in parity not 
power in the way that business 
is done. 

For more information. www.
investingwomen.co.uk.

Women angels

TO SUPPORT the growth of his businesses – 
Forbes Boat Care in Oban and The Yot Spot 
in Ardrishaig – Michael Forbes has sourced 
funding and support from several of the 
organisations taking part in Argyll Enterprise 
Week, including the SJ Noble Trust, DSL 
Business Finance Ltd and Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Business Gateway. 

He said: ‘When I fi rst set up in business 
I received help from the PSYBT. I also got 
a grant from the SJ Noble Trust which was 
crucial to growing the business. This allowed 
us to invest in the business which meant I 
could take on full-time staff. All we could offer 
at the time was seasonal work, but the grant 
meant we could keep someone on throughout 
the year. Without that I don’t think we would 
have taken the plunge and taken someone on 
a full-time contract. We now have fi ve full-time 
staff in Oban, including myself.

‘The Yot Spot needed a much bigger start-up 
plan, so we went down quite a few different 
routes for funding. Within the one building we 
have a licensed restaurant, a yacht chandlers 
with a gift shop, and facilities for the Crinan 
Canal. 

‘The SJ Noble Trust again helped us out 
with a loan. Foundation Scotland was really 
helpful and gave us a grant and quite a lot of 
mentoring. The other source of funding was 
DSL in Glasgow. It has been really good to 
deal with and has given us a lot of support as 
well as the funding.’

Michael 
Forbes, 
managing 
director 
of Forbes 
Boat Care 
and The 
Yot Spot

Focus on alternative funding sources

Argyll Enterprise Week update. . .
31 Oct - 04 Nov 2016

Jackie Waring is the founder 
and CEO of Investing Women. 

The organisation is a partner for 
Argyll Enterprise Week.
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A trio of � ghting Campbells
MANY years ago a brass dog collar was dug up in 
an old drain at Stronmagachan in Glen Aray, a short 
distance above Inveraray. It was inscribed: Ensign 
Dougall Campbell, W F Regiment. 

Stronmagachan was an early and important site, said 
to have been occupied by the Campbells before they 
moved down to Inveraray, and later by the MacVicars, 
barons of Glen Aray. 

Ensign Campbell, who evidently served in the Royal 
Welch Fusiliers – one of the oldest infantry regiments 
in the British regular army, hence the archaic spelling 
of the word Welch, instead of Welsh – was well known 
in Inveraray. He was an ensign from April 1773 until 
March 1788. He must have had some strong fighting 
blood in his veins as he quickly rose to become a 
major-general. He commanded the light infantry at 
Waterloo where he was badly wounded in the head 
early in the day. He was related to the Patten Mac-
Dougalls of Gallanach, Oban, and died at Inveraray 
in 1824. History does not record details of his dog.

His brother, Colonel Colin Campbell CB, an equally 
distinguished officer, commanded the Royal Scots 
at Waterloo. He served in Spain and Portugal and 
fought in the famous battles of Salamanca (1812) and 
Vittoria (1813). 

A specially commissioned sword was presented to 
him by his brother officers in recognition of his lead-
ership. He is buried at Inveraray in a grave marked by 
a military monument.

Less fortunate was Donald Campbell who died on 
July 4, 1763, near Detroit, Michigan. Little is known 
about Donald Campbell’s birth or early life. He was 
probably a Campbell of Glenorchy who went out to 
America with the 42nd Black Watch and then trans-
ferred to the King’s Royal Rifle Corp, an infantry 
rifle regiment of the British Army, originally raised 
in North America as the Royal Americans. Later it 
became the 60th Regiment of Foot until 1966 when 
it amalgamated with the 1st Green Jackets and the 
Rifle Brigade to become the 2nd Battalion, Royal 
Green Jackets.

During the Seven Years War (1756-63) Britain and 
France fought for control of Canada. In 1758, the 
British captured the French fortress of Louisbourg 
followed by General Wolfe taking the city of Quebec. 
Wolfe’s victory at Quebec ensured that Canada 
would become British rather than French. In 1760, 
the British stormed Montreal, forcing the French to 
surrender their territories in Canada a few years later.

In 1760, Donald Campbell, now captain, was or-
dered to join an expedition to receive the surrender 
of the British fort of Detroit. During this time the 
Indians were growing increasingly resentful of the 
British. In May 1763, Detroit came under siege from 
Pontiac, an Odawa Indian war chief of exceptional 
ability and influence who fought against the British.   

Failing to capture the fort by treachery, Pontiac, 
whose name survives in the city of that name in the 
state of Michigan, invited the British to a council 
outside its gates on May 10. Campbell and a fellow 
officer, Lieutenant George MacDougall, volunteered 
to go and were immediately made hostage by Pontiac. 

On July 4, 1763, a nephew of Wasson, an Ojibwa 
chief who was taking part in the siege, was killed in 
a brief skirmish near the fort. On hearing the news, 
his enraged uncle seized Campbell and bludgeoned 
him to death with a tomahawk. The body was then 
scalped and cut to pieces. Wasson tore out the heart 
and ate it. 

Campbell’s mutilated corpse was eventually thrown 
into the Detroit River and floated down to the fort 
where it was recovered and laid to rest in the Protes-
tant part of the military cemetery there. An inquiry 
to the curator of the Detroit Historical Society about 
the whereabouts of a headstone for Captain Camp-
bell failed to find one but revealed a long history of 
re-interring bodies when cemeteries get in the way of 
development. 

Silas Farmer’s definitive History of Detroit (1890), 
records: ‘As early as 1763, and probably much 
earlier, the ground immediately in the rear of the 
present First National bank was used as a military 
burial-place. After the battle of Bloody Run [fought 
on July 31, 1763] the remains of Captain Dalyell, and 
other officers who perished in that fearful massacre 
were buried there. 

‘In 1847, while workmen were excavating for a 
building near the north-east corner of Griswold and 
Woodbridge Streets, skeletons and portions of old 
tombstones were found. It is a sad commentary on the 
spirit of the age that there is scarce a grave or grave-
stone left, or even a record of the present place of 
burial of those who died at Detroit a century ago. All, 
all, have disappeared! The tombstone of Hamtramck 
[colonel in the Unites States Army, died 1803] alone 
remains as a memorial for the thousands who passed 
away before him.’

Readers will be familiar with the epic film The 
Last of the Mohicans, which, although set a few years 
earlier than the time of Campbell’s death, provides us 
with a graphic insight into the brutal conflict between 
the British and the French with both sides relying on 
native American allies. 

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Captain Donald Campbell, killed near Detroit on 
July 4, 1763, by an American Indian who cut out and 

ate his heart. (Picture: Iain Thornber)

The Hogh Bay water station workers dressed up as St Trinian’s schoolgirls this year to keep runners’ spirits up.

Hundreds run to island road race
COLL’S population 
increased by several 
hundred when the island’s 
half-marathon rolled into 
Arinagour.

Nearly 400 runners took 
part in the 10k, 5k and 1k 
races round the island’s 
roads on Saturday August 
20, and, with just one brief 
and refreshing shower, 
runners enjoyed the beauty 
of the island bathed in 
sunshine. 

Mads Troldborg from 
Denmark was the fastest 
male, completing the half 
marathon in one hour 21 

minutes and 17 seconds. The 
fastest female was Moira 
Davie from Aberdeen with a 
time of one hour 26 minutes 
and two seconds.

Organiser Diana Mc-
Donnell said: ‘This was 
a real community event 
involving the majority of 
islanders working hard to 
make the day such a success, 
whether marshalling, time 
keeping, catering, water 
stations and administration.’
The prize for the best-
dressed water station went 
to Hogh Bay, costumed as 
the mad, bad and dangerous 

girls of St Trinian’s boarding 
school. Lesley Douglas of 
the Bally Hogh water stop 
explained: ‘We have been 
doing it for the last 10 years, 
dressing up with a different 
theme each year and hoping 
to cheer and give the runners 
a boost as they pass. 

‘We provide them with 
whisky, gin, vodka, wine, la-
ger, sweets, cheese, biscuits, 
pate, sausages and other food 
which we provide by our-
selves. We also offer water 
in case of emergency. 

‘The main culprits are 
Paul and Janet Wilson, 

Craig and Lesley Douglas, 
Keith Chapman, who are 
all Coll residents. We have 
friends that join us regular-
ly, when work allows, from 
Ayr, Glasgow and London. 
It is a great day and we get 
amazing feedback, which is 
wonderful and makes it all 
worth while.’

Hector’s Heroes played 
for the evening ceilidh 
at An Cridhe, and those 
runners with any stamina 
left to reel an Orcadian 
strip the willow danced into 
the wee hours of Sunday 
morning.

FORT WILLIAM Dun-
cansburgh MacIntosh 
church welcomed a German 
youth choir last week.

The choir had been 
visiting Fort Augustus and 
stopped off in Fort William 
to help lead the evening 
service on Sunday August 
28, mixing praise and pop-
ular songs.

Minister Richard Baxter 
said: ‘A packed congrega-
tion really enjoyed hearing 
the choir. We managed to 
use every seat we own, and 
it was an inspiring evening.’

Fort Augustus and Glen-

garry minister Tabea Baader 
has family connections to 
the choir, and their visit was 
a real boost to events there 
to mark Tabea’s return to 
her native Germany to take 
up a post at the University 
of Augsburg.

Mr Baxter said: ‘She’ll be 
greatly missed.’ 

On Sunday September 6 
the Council of Churches has 
a shared harvest celebration 
at Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
at 6.30pm, and hopes that 
will also be a busy, lively 
evening All are welcome at 
the church.

The German youth choir that visited Fort William 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh church at the weekend.

Pool manager Brian O’Rourke with Robert Macmillan 
from the Mallaig Harbour Association who donated the 

£5,000 cheque to the pool.

PORTREE RNLI has been 
awarded £5,000 for its help 
with restoring power to 
customers in Raasay after 
storms battered the islands 
earlier this year.

Engineers from Scottish 
Hydro Electric Power 
Distribution (SHEPD) 
presented the cheque to 
the RNLI after the lifeboat 
crew assisted them with 
power outages caused 
by storms Gertrude and 
Henry.

The Portree team took 
linesmen to the island on 
the evening of January 29 to 
get the lights back on while 
Gertrude unleashed winds 
gusting up to 94mph and 
then again on February 1 
when lightning from storm 
Henry inflicted damage. 

The severe conditions 
stopped the Raasay ferry 
from sailing, leaving engi-
neers facing an uncertain 
wait to bring help to island 
customers.

SHEPD team manager 
Neil Macdonald, who 
was one of the engineers 
transported to the island, 
said: ‘The assistance we 
received from the RNLI 
was given freely by highly 
skilled volunteers who are 
used to saving lives at sea in 
atrocious conditions.  

‘The value of their work 
for our communities – and 
on this occasion for our 
customers without power 
– goes well beyond money.  
We hope our donation is 
a small recognition of the 
unique service they made 

available to us and the 
difference it made. 

‘The local RNLI team 
relies on the generous 
support of the communities 
that we are proud to serve.  
From our short and limited 
insight to the kind of condi-
tions they can face and the 
commitment of the crew, 
they deserve every penny 
and more.’

Hamish Corrigall, RNLI 
Portree coxswain, said: 
‘Our volunteers based at 
Portree were keen to help 
out and take engineers over 
to the island to restore pow-
er. The RNLI saves lives at 
sea but we also rally round 
to help communities in any 
way we can, and ferrying 
engineers over to Raasay is 
an example of that.’

Simon Latton, left, and Neil Macdonald, right, presenting the cheque to members of the 
Portree lifeboat team.  Picture: Willie Urquhart.

A MUSIC festival in Mal-
laig has received a funding 
boost.

Fèis na Mara is a two-day 
event aimed at promoting 
interest and furthering 
education in Scottish tradi-
tional music and culture.

Taking place on October 
7 and 8, the music festival 
hosts evening concerts and 
dances, while daily work-
shops are organised for 
local children and teen-
agers.

This year a grant of £4,000 
allocated from the Heart of 
the Community Trust, in 
collaboration with Scottish 
Sea Farms, will cover the 
associated costs of inviting 
top-quality professional 
musicians to the event.

Eilidh Shaw, treasurer of 
Fèis na Mara, said: ‘It’s five 
years now since myself and 
this particular group of the 
community re-established 
the festival after a long 
hiatus, and it’s been great to 
see it growing and thriving 
each year.

‘With this support from 
Scottish Sea Farms, we 
have secured some of the 
best musicians in the coun-
try and aim to make this 
year’s fèis the best yet.’

Ewan Gibb, from Scottish 
Sea Farms, added: ‘We 
were able to help this fes-
tival last year and it was a 
resounding success.  These 
talented visiting musicians 
that can now attend will 
add another dimension and 
help to inspire our future 
generations.’

MALLAIG pool and leisure 
has been awarded £5,000.

The community has ral-
lied round to help the centre 
on their quest to raise more 
than £1 million that is need 
for vital refurbishment.

And the pool got another 
break this week when 
Mallaig harbour authority 
donated £5,000 to the so-
cial enterprise.

In just six weeks, the com-
munity have raised £10,000 
for the pool facility.

THIS year’s Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig (SMO) UHI student 
of the year award has gone 
to a retired headmaster and 
Gaelic learner.

John Howieson, who lives 
on the Isle of Skye, has sup-
ported the Gaelic language 
for years, developing his 
skills through attending 
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig’s sum-
mer school programme.

John was helped develop 
Gaelic-medium in second-
ary education in his former 
role as head teacher of 
Portree high school from 
1998 to 2007.

He began a fulltime Gael-
ic-medium course at SMO 
in 2013 and since then has 
completed his third year 
of the University of the 
Highlands and Islands’ 
BA (Hons) Language and 
Culture degree. He is due 
to start his final year in 
September. 

As part of his honours 

year John has chosen to 
undertake his student 
placement abroad  at Cape 
Breton University in Nova 
Scotia where he will spend 
four months studying 
courses on Cape Breton 
history and culture.

Last year, John es-
tablished a Gaelic song 
evening where students 
gather once a week to learn 
and sing Gaelic songs.  

John is a regular and high-
ly successful participant in 
the Royal National Mòd.

On receiving this award 
John said: ‘I am delighted 
to be given this award.  It is 
a great honour.  

‘Everyone at SMO has 
been extremely supportive 
of me – lecturers, other 
staff and students – and I 
would like to thank each 
and every one of them.  
With that kind of help, I 
am hopeful my Gaelic will 
flourish evermore.’

� CHANGES have been 
made to the proposed Skye 
Tee network reinforcement 
project.

Scottish Hydro Electric 
Transmission (SHE) has 
submitted an amended 
plan ning application to 
Scottish ministers, includ-
ing alterations to the route, 
in response to feedback 
they received from the 
community.

SHE has said the Skye 
Tee project is ‘necessary to 
accommodate the growth of 
renewable energy on Skye 
and in the Western Isles and 
will also provide enhanced 
security of supply and great-
er network resilience to the 
west of Fort Augustus’.

The works, located between 
Fort Augustus and Invergarry, 
will see the construction of a 
132kV connection combining 
a new wooden pole overhead 
line and underground cable.

The project was first 

granted consent by Scottish 
ministers in November 
2014, but following con-
cerns raised by the commu-
nity, SHE Transmission’s 
project team investigated 
an alternative route for the 
phase two of the operation.  

The first phase is under 
way following the recent 
appointment of Highland 
based NoPower as the 
principle contractor.

SHE transmissions said 
the new proposed route 
will ‘minimise the impact 
of construction activity on 
the local community and 
businesses in Auchterawe, 
remove the risk of disturb-
ing existing screening to 
the west of the existing 
substation at Fort Au-
gustus, avoid disturbance 
to Forestry Commission 
Scotland research plots and 
removing the need to re-
place two bridge structures 
over the Allt na Cille’.

Retired head teacher is top student
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Museum launches ambitious 
appeal for extension funding
KILMARTIN Museum is seeking 
to raise £400,000 from the public 
towards a new £6.7 million redevelop-
ment project to build more exhibition 
space for the area’s wealth of prehis-
toric artefacts hidden in storage.

Kilmartin Glen, north of Loch-
gilphead, is held to be mainland 
Scotland’s most important prehistoric 
ritual landscape, boasting within a 10-
mile radius 800 historic monuments 
built over 6,000 years. The include 
Britain’s densest concentration of 
rock art, a unique neolithic and 
Bronze Age linear cemetery, one of 
Scotland’s largest timber circles, and 
Dunadd Hill Fort, citadel to the first 
Kings of the Scots. 

‘This is our national story,’ the museum 
explains, ‘one where the place and the 
people who shaped it in prehistory 
led to the emergence of Scotland as a 
nation.’

To showcase the area’s rich 
archaeology, Kilmartin Museum 
opened in 1997 in the basement of 
the village’s 18th-century manse, 
with a café and shop in ancillary 
farm buildings. Over the past 19 
years the glen has yielded more and 
more treasures, including three 
4,500-year-old decorated ‘beaker’ 
pots, believed to be Britain’s oldest, 
in a grave at Upper Largie Quarry, 
and a Bronze Age footed food vessel, 
unique to Scotland, alongside glass 
beads from the Iron Age fortress of 
Balure Dun. But all these are hidden 
away in storage, because there is no 
room to display them.

‘Our work and artefact collections 
have outgrown our buildings,’ ap-
pealed Kilmartin’s charitable trust. 
‘The display is out of date and is show-
ing its age. To give us space to grow, to 
allow us to build on our successes and 
continue our work, we have developed 
an ambitious redevelopment project.

‘Our solution is an ambitious plan to 
transform the museum with a new ex-
tension. 

‘Our aim is to significantly develop 
our work and create an inspiring 
place where we can care for, celebrate 
and tell the story of Kilmartin Glen’s 
unique archaeological and natu-
ral heritage. 

‘The project will encourage many 
more people of all ages to understand 
and appreciate its global significance, 
and will secure the long-term future 
of Kilmartin Museum.’

The major extension, designed 
by architects Reiach and Hall, will 
join the two existing buildings into 
‘a seamless museum’, including new 
exhibition, education and creative 
spaces for community activities, a lab-
oratory and gallery, and a remodelled 
shop and café with increased parking 
to increase visitors and income.

‘It costs £245,000 per year to 
run Kilmartin Museum,’ the trust 
explained, ‘£43,000 of which we 
raise ourselves through ticket sales, 
and the profits from the café, shop 
and publications. We remain reliant 
on grant funding and the struggle to 
make ends meet is getting harder as 
our building infrastructure deteri-
orates and financial austerity in the 
public sector increases.’

The project will cost £6.7 million, 
of which Kilmartin Museum Trust 
has secured £400,000 in first-round 
Heritage Lottery funding, and a 
second-round application for £3.1 
million is under way.

But it is also now launching a major 
fundraising campaign for £400,000 
from the public and private trusts and 
foundations.

‘This is a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to gather Argyll’s archaeology 
in one place, in its homeland where it 
belongs, and ensure it remains here,’ 
the appeal states. 

‘The new building will allow us to 
create an accessible research and 
learning facility where we can safely 
curate all our collections, and where 
we can allow school pupils, students 

and visiting researchers access to 
these precious artefacts.’

As one of Mid Argyll’s largest 
independent employers, Kilmartin 
Museum argues it is crucial to the 
local economy, with an estimated 
impact of more than £3 million per 
annum. It hopes ‘the larger scale and 
better flow’ will double the number of 
visitors, boosting the area’s employ-
ment and tourist economy.

‘This is a big and ambitious project,’ 
it continues. ‘It has to be. It must 
future-proof Kilmartin Museum, care 
for and promote an internationally 
important collection, and ensure it 
can be exhibited and enjoyed within 
the landscape where it was found. 

‘If we cannot provide suitable facili-
ties, Argyll may lose its treasures.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

An artist’s impression of how the new extended Kilmartin Museum will look and, below left, a footed food vessel and 
a Largie beaker pot, which are in storage owing to a lack of exhibition space.

TIMESLINE

CULTURE and tourism secre-
tary Fiona Hyslop said there was 
a ‘very warm spirit in Fort Wil-
liam’ on Monday as the town’s 
new pontoons were officially 
opened.

The minister for culture, 
tourism and external affairs was 
at Fort William’s waterfront on 
Monday September 5 for the 
grand opening ceremony of the 
pontoons following their recent 
completion.

The £185,000 project, led 
by Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline Company (FWMSC), 
was launched after disabled 
passengers found it difficult to 
get ashore from cruise liners 
moored at Loch Linnhe. 

Declaring the pontoons offi-
cially open, Ms Hyslop said the 
community had made the first 
step into this new opportunity 
with ‘a vision, confidence and a 
can do attitude’.

She thanked everyone involved 
who ‘wanted to do something for 
the community and made this 
happen’.

Ms Hyslop added she would 
play a big part in championing 
Fort William tourism.

FWMSC director Hamish 
Loudon said: ‘Fort William has 
been in sore need of having safe 
access on and off Loch Linnhe 
for cruise ship passengers, 
marine tourists and locals. It has 
been a huge amount of work to 
get to this stage and it is wonder-
ful to see the pontoons already 
being well used. This is the first 
step towards the regeneration of 
the waterfront in Fort William.’

PRIVATE medical procedures 
cost NHS Highland £50,000 
last year.

NHS Highland sent 15 pa-
tients for private operations 
at a cost of £49,322 and the 
Western Isles sent  28 costing 
£212,356.18.

The information was released 
to Labour under freedom of 
information requests, which 
also revealed NHS Highland is 
facing £103 million of project-
ed cuts in the next � ve years.

David Stewart, MSP for 
Highlands and Islands, said 
the � gures proves the NHS 
is struggling to keep up with 
demand.

An NHS Highland spokes-
man  said: ‘Patients have the 
option of a private referral if 
the 12-week Treatment Time 
Guarantee isn’t met and this 
has meant an increase in the 
number of patients attending 
private operations.’

TIME is running out to enter 
a team for the inter-primary 
school triathlon.

The event will take place 
on Tuesday September 20 
at Lochaber Leisure Centre.
Each school can enter one 
team of three pupils which 
must include girls and boys 
with each team member 
competing in one of the tri-
athlon disciplines of swim-
ming, cycling and running.

The closing date for en-
tries is Monday September 
12.  Forms have been sent 
to schools and should be 
returned to � ona.beattie@
highlifehighland.com.Fort William and Ardna-

murchan councillor Thomas 
MacLennan said: ‘I’m delight-
ed Fort William has a new 
opportunity to participate in 
marine tourism. This is a small 

beginning that will hopefully 
lead to getting more yachts and 
cruise liners into Lochaber. Fort 
William is going places.’

Ms Hyslop told The Oban 
Times: ‘There was a very warm 

spirit in Fort William today, at 
what will be the first pontoon 
opening I have attended. The 
town has so much to offer in 
terms of tourism and they are 
tapping into the cruise liner 

industry in the right place at the 
right time.

‘I am always impressed with 
Fort William when I come as 
there are always new devel-
opments going on. It’s a town 

that is always moving forward.’ 
Sarah Kennedy, secretary and 
treasurer of FWMSC said: ‘It’s 
has been a delight to be able to 
welcome Fiona to Fort  William. 
A huge amount of work has gone 
into the pontoons and now it’s 
all starting to pay off. This event 
has highlighted all our hard 
work and Fiona has recognised 
it too.’

After the ceremony piper Sean 
Cameron, 28, who has been 
piping in Lochaber for around 
20 years, led attendees of the 
ceremony to the Lime Tree hotel 
for a buffet lunch.

Several cruise liners are 
already booked in for a visit to 
the town, with one due to arrive 
at the end of this month and six 
lined up for next year.

MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch, Kate Forbes, said: 
‘With the spectacular views 
around Loch Linnhe including 
Ben Nevis, Fort William boasts 
some of the best scenery in Scot-
land and I think it’s a fabulous 
idea that we have cruise ships 
– with hundreds of people on 
board – coming to anchor at the 
new pontoons.

‘When the First Minister Nico-
la Sturgeon was with me in Fort 
William earlier this year, she 
was delighted to see the plans 
developing and I know the First 
Minister is very impressed with 
the vision and initiative shown 
by the group. 

‘Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline Company is to be 
congratulated for its sterling 
work and I hope more cruise 
ships and other marine craft will 
be visiting Fort William in the 
coming months.’

Opening of new pontoons 
clears way for town boost

Councillor Thomas MacLennan, left, with Sarah Kennedy, Fiona Hyslop and director of FWMSC James Kennedy at the o�  cial opening of 
Fort William’s new pontoons. Photograph: Alba Photo.

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

More patients go 
private - at a cost

Clock ticking for 
triathlon entries
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Days gone by – the Skye agitators
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

THERE is a distinct flavour of the 
Western Isles to my Glasgow Letter 
this week. 

Perhaps because over the weekend I 
was in Stornoway and I had my first 
experience of guga. 

I am writing the letter this week 
from Manchester airport, about to 
head to a gig in Malta, and (as I write) 
I can still taste guga.

I very much enjoyed the guga and 
would definitely have it again – but 
it was probably unwise to have the 
potent and incredibly salty meal for 
breakfast.

City residents to enjoy 
Western Isles Mòd
THE reason I was over in the Western 
Isles was for some fundraising shows 
for the forthcoming Royal National 
Mòd with my band, Tide Lines. While 
I was there, I got a great feeling about 
next month’s Mòd. 

Mòd excitement always sets in about 
this time of the year for me but I think 
this year is going to be a particularly 
good one. 

It was pleasing to see a lot of young 
teenagers at our gigs in Harris and 
Lewis rushing to the dance floor for 
Gaelic songs – a reminder that Gaelic 
music is still very much to the fore up 
there – as it always should be. 

I think the youthful enthusiasm that 
is present in the islands will add to the 
atmosphere of the Mòd. 

There will be a big contingent heading 
up from Glasgow of solo performers, 
choirs and general Mòd revellers, and 
I predict we are all going to have a 
brilliant time.

Preparing for a night 
of fun and laughter 
THIS Friday, September 9, in the 
Heart of Scotstoun Community 
Centre, 84 Balmoral Street (between 
Dumbarton Road and South Street), 
the Glasgow Lewis/Harris Associa-
tion are staging an Oidhche Challainn 
– a variety night of fun and laughter, 
including drama, songs, music and 
clips from a DVD of an old Oidhche 
Challainn. 

I imagine there will be an air of hi-
larious spontaneity about the evening 
and I have heard it is going to be a 
great laugh. 

Doors open at 7pm and the evening 
is due to start at 7.30pm. The commu-
nity centre is easily accessible and has 
plenty parking. Tickets are £5 which 

includes refreshments of tea, coffee, 
and biscuits.

What’s on
Thursday September 8: From 
Small Lochs to Great Lakes, 
from Glasgow Uist and Barra Associa-
tion, in the Gaelic 
Bookshop, Mansfield Street, 7pm-8pm.
Friday September 9: Clydebank 
Highlanders’ opening ceilidh in the 
Napier Hall at 7.30pm.
Thursday September 15: Comunn 
an Taobh-an- Iar opening concert 
in the Ellangowan Social Club, 
Milngavie.
Saturday September 17: Gaelic Day 
by East Ayrshire Gaelic Forum in 
Irvine Royal Academy.
Saturday September 17: Glasgow 
Skye Association opening concert in 
the Crawford Hall, Beith Street.
Saturday September 17: An 
Lochran’s National Chamber Music 
Day. Joy Dunlop and
Brodick String Trio in Dram, 
Woodlands Road.

Pub scene
Park Bar.
Friday September 9: Gunna Sound.
Saturday September 10: No music 
due to the football.
Sunday September 11: Robert 
Robertson.
Islay Inn.
Friday September 9: Parting Glass.
Saturday September 10: Gunna 
Sound.
Wednesday September 14: Quiz 
night.

SAOILIDH MI NACH B’ UR-
RAINN do neach le buinteanas dha 
dualchas na Gàidhlig, agusa bha an 
làthair aig Cathair-eaglais Inbhir Nis 
Dihaoine seo chaidh, gun a bhith 
moiteil a’ fàgail an togalaich an dèidh 
consairt fosglaidh na fèise Blas 2016. 

Bha blas gu math Uibhisteach air an 
oidhche agus bha sin gu sònraichte 
iomchaidh leis gun robh a’ chuirm a’ 
cur aithne, urram, agus moladh air 
tè de shàr luchd-ciùil shaoghal na 
Gàidhlig, Rona Alasdair Raghnaill 
neo Rona Lightfoot. ‘S beag a tha 
de choltas oirre gum bheil i air aois 
ochdad a ruigheachd! Meal do naid-
heachd Rona, agus taing airson na 
tlachd gad èisteachd oidhche Haoine, 
agus thuige seo, agus tha sinn a’ 
guidhe iomadh bliadhna cheòlmhor 
romhad cuideachd.

Mar a thuirt mi, b’ e seo cuirm 
fosglaidh Blas 2016 agus chualas 
annlan de sheinn agus ceòl den inbhe 
as fheàrr bho shàr luchd-ciùil. Agus 
bha e cho iomchaidh, ann an cuirm a 
bha na sgàthan air ìre tàlant nan ealan 
Ghàidhlig agus air luach nan dro-
chaidean dualchais eadar ghineala-

ichean, gun do sheinn Rona cuide ri 
caileag òg a tha i a’ cuideachadh ag 
ionnsachadh òrain Ghàidhlig. Cha b’ 
iongnadh moit a bhith oirnn, agus ‘s 
e oidhche air leth a bh’ ann a dh’ain-
deoin nan suidheachain chruaidh 
anshocair a tha dualach ann an seann 
eaglaisean.

Agus chòrd pìos den chèic a chaidh 
a thoirt dha Rona rinn cuideachd! 
Mholainn dhuibh cothrom a ghabhail 
air nas urrainn dhuibh den chlàr 
thachartasan aig Blas, agus thèid mi 
’n urras gum faigh sibh tlachd asta. 
Bhuail e orm às ùr gur bochd nach robh 
dòigh air fiù ’s cuid de na daoine a tha 
cho deiseil gus taic dhan Ghàidhlig 
a chàineadh is a chur sìos a thoirt a 
dh’èisteachd agus a dh’fhaicinn leithid 
na chunna sinn Dihaoine, ach an tòisi-
cheadh iad ri tuigsinn cho luachmhor 
agus cho taitneach ‘s a tha a’ chuid seo 
de dhualchas nàiseanta Alba.

Agus a’ bruidhinn air moit agus 
luach ar cuid dualchais, tha mi cho 
uasal à clann Bun-sgoil Achadh na 
Creige san Òban is iadsan air film a 
dheasachadh mun bhaile agus mun 
deidhinn fhèin ‘s an cuid sgoile. Chan 

ann a-mhàin airson fiosrachaidh a 
tha seo air tachairt ach gus taic a 
chur ris an iomairt aig Comhairle 
Earra-Ghàidheal is Bhòid gus neach-
teagaisg ùr a thàladh chun na sgoile. 
Bidh sinn an dòchas gun soirbhich 
leotha nan cuid iomairt.

CONGRATULATIONS TO BLAS 
2016 for an outstanding opening 
concert at Inverness Cathedral last 
Friday evening. The event marked 
Rona Lighfoot’s 80th birthday and 
honoured the contribution which she 
has made to the international promo-
tion of Gaelic culture and piping.

Joining a stellar line-up of musical 
talent, Rona sang and demonstrated 
her rare skill at canntaireachd. At 
the opening event of a festival which 
promotes the excellence of the Gaelic 
arts, and the importance of intergen-
erational transference of these skills, 
it was particularly appropriate that 
Rona sang a duet with a young girl 
whom she is tutoring.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Contempt for votes 
against hate crimes
Sir,
I feel utter contempt for the 16 
councillors who defeated the motion 
that Argyll and Bute Council should 
condemn hate crimes (‘Vote to fight 
hate crimes defeated’, The Oban 
Times, August 25). 

These councillors hold the view that 
hate crime would only gain attention 
and popularity by being officially 
condemned. If they listened to some 
of their disabled, LGBTI, settler or 
non-Christian constituents, a more 
unsettling reality would become 
apparent. 

Currently these ostriches prefer the 
position of the three wise monkeys. 
Meanwhile, discrimination, bully-
ing and harassment face so many 
groups in our community and, by 
sweeping the issue under a rug 
of smug complacency, these council-
lors abandon those who need their 
support.

Police records of hate crime inci-
dents may be few but a single case is 
one too many and if our council says 
hate crime is not an issue, how does 
that give courage to anyone seeking to 
report the crime?
J C Hanlon, 
Inverinan Farmhouse, Inverinan, 
Taynuilt.

Stop campaigning 
for independence
Sir,
The SNP is apparently planning to 
speak to voters up and down the 
country who chose no in the inde-
pendence referendum and to listen to 
our concerns about separation from 
our United Kingdom. 

This, of course, is the launch of 
indyref2 and I have to say that if the 
SNP was interested in listening to Un-
ionist voters’ concerns, it would end 
this constant constitutional merry-
go-round and forget about having 
another referendum. 

We were told this was a once in a 
generation vote but we were lied to by 
the SNP.  

The latest GERS figures show quite 
clearly that the economic case for 
separation has become substantially 
worse since 2014.  

There has been a 97 per cent drop 
in offshore oil revenue yet we were 
promised $113 a barrel during the 
referendum by the SNP. 

It is time for our Scottish govern-
ment to start governing and accept 
the sovereign will of the Scottish 
people who voted to remain in our 
United Kingdom.   
Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Crass politicisation 
of Olympic success
Sir,
I refer to Alastair Redman’s letter 
(The Oban Times, August 25),
which suggests UK athletes are 

world-beaters thanks to Team GB.
Just like many around the world, 

I enjoyed watching the sports men 
and woman competing in Rio. These 
athletes were a credit to themselves 
and their families.

What I won’t be buying into is Mr 
Redman’s deliberate and crass polit-
icisation of the performance of our 
athletes from the British Isles.

It has been debated, both during the 
games and after, that there would have 
been questions asked if GB Olympi-
ans did not win the medal haul. It is 
common knowledge that these medals 
cost in the region of £3.5 million each 
and, as a consequence, elevate the GB 
athletes to professional status.

I fail to understand why Mr Redman 
would attempt to use athletes to make 
a  cheap political point regarding his 
beloved United Kingdom. 

While the games were on, the 
Conservative Party that Mr Redman 
stood for in the previous general elec-
tion quietly informed us that it wants 
to scrap the current human rights 
bill, cut £22 billion from the English 
NHS, which will have direct conse-
quences to our own health service, 
and is ready to spend $1.5 trillion 
on F35 aircraft to fit on the aircraft 
carriers. 

None of which, in my humble opin-
ion, makes me proud to be part of this 
particular and peculiar union.

Finally, East Germany, while part 
of the Soviet Union, tried to project 
its power via their athletes. However, 
it would be wise to ponder how that 
union ended.
John G MacMillan,
Bacolet, Ballachulish.

Rest and be Thankful 
saga runs on and on
Sir,
I note continuing correspondence 
over the A83 Rest and be Thankful.

I well remember calling a meeting 
for interested parties in the Loch 
Fyne Oyster Bar in 2009. Many local 
business reps and others turned up 
but no sign of minister Stewart Ste-
venson or his cohorts from Edinburgh 
and Glasgow. 

Why? Because, of course, the Rest 
was blocked by a landslide.

One of my wittier constituents 
produced postcards saying ‘Mend the 
Rest and we’ll be Thankful’. All to 
no avail despite endless meetings and 
millions spent on sticking plasters.

It reminds me of the song, Where 
have all the fl owers gone?. When will 
they ever learn, when will they ever 
learn.
Jamie McGrigor,
retired MSP Highlands and Islands.

Slathered in mud for 
10 shillings and tea 
Sir,
Iain Thornber’s letter about the 
shooting of the film Bonnie Prince 
Charlie brought back memories for 
me (Letters, The Oban Times, Septem-
ber 1).

As youngsters aged 11 and 12, my 

brother, Sandy, and I were roped in 
to be the lads carrying the soldiers’ 
weapons while they were marching 
round piping on the knoll, and their 
pipes when they were marching round 
with their weapons.  

We had to be slathered with mud, 
and then made to climb up the knoll 
in our bare feet. 

Lunch of stew was provided back at 
base, but no cutlery was available, so 
we had to eat it with our bare hands.  

We spent the morning rehearsing, 
and the afternoon waiting for the 
rain to stop.  But we did each earn 10 
shillings for our day’s work, which we 
reckoned was pretty good money.  

We were then spirited away to Inver-
lochy Castle, and given a fine tea by 
the late Eve Hobbs, who had been 
responsible for our involvement.
Christopher Paine,
Frith Hill Farm, Great Missenden,
Buckinghamshire.

Let’s have referendum 
on millstone council
Sir,
We have had two national referen-
dums in the past two years – the 
Scottish independence poll in 2014 
and Brexit vote this year.

Neither can be said to have taught 
us much – other than that we cannot 
believe a word our politicians tell us.  
The fact is that we were just not well 
enough informed to reach a reasoned 
and settled view on either referendum 
question.

I do not think it unreasonable 
to say that the real result of both 
referendums was the further division 
and confusion of the British people,  
which was the last thing we needed in 
this competitive and, in many ways, 
threatening world.  

Voting on matters of which we do 
not have a sound understanding has 
nothing to do with fulfilling our dem-
ocratic obligations. It is irresponsible 
madness. It is also allowing ourselves 
to be manipulated by the unprincipled 
seekers of power over our nation’s 
affairs. 

Despite all this, I am still a big fan 
of the referendum. The referendum is 
perhaps the closest we can come today 
to pure democracy (giving people we 
have ample reason not to trust the 
power to make our decisions for us is 
perhaps the furthest).

If we want to actually be – rather 
then just to tell ourselves that we 
are – true democrats, we have the 
prime example of a grievous and 
long-standing candidate for a popular 
referendum sitting right under our 
noses here in Argyll.

I refer, of course, to Argyll and Bute 
Council – a subject about which we 
have all had reason to think hard and 
long.

So I say, let’s demand that this 
‘listening’ Scottish Government runs 
a referendum in Argyll and Bute 
on the scrapping of a body which 
has been a millstone around our necks 
for the past 100 years. 

Otherwise let us forever hold our 
peace.
Arthur Mc Farlane,
Mount Pleasant, Tarbert.

Kate Cumming from Oban sent in this fascinating photograph of the Skye Agitators who campaigned for land reform 
in the 19th century at the time of the Clearances.  Kate said: ‘It includes my great-grandfather, John Macintyre, who 

was a stone mason and missionary in Skye. John’s grandparents came from Argyll and were related to Mhairi nee 
Macintyre who married Duncan Ban MacIntyre, the Glenorchy bard. I thought you may be interested to know that 

John Macintyre was also an uncle of Calum Robertson, a chief  inspector in  the Glasgow police, who was in charge of 
the investigation in  1950 when the Stone of Destiny was brought back to Scotland.’ 

Glasgow competitors will surely 
enjoy the Western Isles mòd – 

although salty Guga is probably not 
the best for the singing voice!  

This week we have some fantastic stories con-
cerning young people in our communities. Two 
of them are particularly inspiring.

Fifteen-year-old Aimée Johnston from Appin and 
Laura Campbell, 16, from North Connel exemplify 
everything that is good in our young people. 

Aimée studied for exams, held down a part-time 
job and helped run the family home after her mother 
became ill with cancer. 

Laura has put her own troubles to one side, having 
been diagnosed with leukaemia for the third time, 
and is now on a mission to help as many people as 
possible by urging people to sign up to the Anthony 
Nolan stem cell register. 

Both these girls are a credit to their families and 
their courage and thoughtfulness make them inspir-
ing role models, not only for their peers, but also for 
the wider Argyll community.
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‘WE ARE the luckiest school in the world,’ were 
the words of Mrs Boistelle, principal and primary 
one teacher at Inverlochy primary school, after the 
school received a new buddy bench.

The bench, donated to the school by BSW 
Timber in Corpach, will help tackle loneliness and 
maintain the school’s policy that ‘every child has 
the right to play with others’.

At a presentation ceremony on Monday August 
29 David Haines, from BSW Timber, presented 
the bench at a school assembly.

The primary school’s playground committee 
kindly accepted the bench from Mr Haines who 
said: ‘It’s part of our company’s policy to support 
local community groups.’

Mrs Boistelle said: ‘Our playground committee 
did a survey in the school last year and noticed 
that sometimes people didn’t have anyone to play 
with. We thought we should do something about 
it, so the kids came up with an idea of a friendship 
bench.

She added: ‘Thanks to the sawmill we get to 
make sure everyone has a right to play with others.’

LOCHABER Schools Pipe Band has performed 
its last summer parade of 2016.

Spectators gathered last Tuesday night (August 
30) to watch the pipe band’s final summer show in 
Cameron Square, Fort William.

The pipe band said goodbye to two of its senior 
drummers. Ryan Davies has been performing 
with the band for five years but is about to start 
a job as a youth development officer for rugby in 
Lochaber. Margaret Jane Malcolm, who has also 
been with the band for five years, will soon be 
leaving Fort William to study at Robert Gordon 
University, Aberdeen.

Lochaber High School head teacher Jim Suth-
erland presented the drummers with certificates 
and photo books as leaving gifts. The June 

Standen Memorial Shield, presented to the best 
turned out piper or drummer of the season, was 
given to Jordan Currie, a fourth year pupil at 
Lochaber High School. 

The band, which relies on donations, thanked 
everyone for coming to the event. Announcer 
Gordon Wallace also extended the band’s thanks 
to Lochaber High School which supports the 
members with tuition and equipment. 

Margaret MacMaster, band tutor and piping in-
structor, who also works at Lochaber High School 
and in associated primaries said: ‘We have had to 
cancel some high street performances because of 
bad weather. Despite the fewer performances, we 
have been delighted to raise almost as much as we 
did last year.’

Nevis Bakery’s 
recipe for success
CHRISTMAS has come early for 
one Fort William bakers.

Nevis Bakery has won an 
award from British Bakers 
Christmas Stars 2016.

The high street bakers re-
ceived the award for their iced 
Christmas fruit � ngers, in the 
Christmas cakes and pudding 
category of the awards.

A MEETING to determine the 
fate of a community-owned 
school takes place today 
(Thursday).

The Highland Council will de-
cide whether to approve plans 
submitted by The Strontian 
Community School Building 
Ltd which wishes to build its 
own primary near Ardnamur-
chan High  School.  

The group was formed after 
the council told parents there 
wasn’t enough cash to replace 
the school on Ardnamurchan 
peninsula.

Plans received a boost 
recently after they were 
approved by the council’s 
education, children and adult 
services committee. If success-
ful, the school would be the 
� rst of its kind in Scotland.   

The meeting takes place at 
10.30am.

Council to decide 
on new school 

A THIEF entered the new 
school in Caol and removed 
a cement mixer overnight on 
Monday August 29. 

Police would like to speak 
with anyone who saw any-
thing suspicious. 

In particular, police are 
appealing for information 
regarding two males in a small 
grey vehicle who were acting 
suspiciously at the rear of the 
houses in Locheil Road, In-
verlochy, in the early hours of 
Tuesday morning August 30.

SOMETIME between August 
24 and 30 the slide and 
roundabout at the Pine-
grove children’s play park 
were damaged with black 
sticky paint.

BETWEEN 5pm on Monday 
August 29 and 9.45am on 
Tuesday August 30 the wall of 
the West Highland Museum in 
Cameron Square was sprayed 
with green gra�  ti.

MONEY was taken from 
a house in Kilmallie Road 
after someome entered the 
premises between 11pm on 
Tuesday August 30 and 2am 
on August 31. 

Police would like to speak 
with anyone who saw any-
one acting suspiciously in 
the area.

BETWEEN 6.30pm on Tues-
day August 30 and 4pm on 
Wednesday August 31, the 
paintwork of a Ford Mondeo 
car was scratched whilst it was 
parked in Ban�  Crescent, Fort 
William.

THE ATMOSPHERE was 
electric in Fort William last 
weekend as the Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers wowed a crowd 
of 500.

The band, which appeared 
on the BBC TV show When 
Will I Be Famous? in 2007, 
took to the stage of the Nevis 
Centre on Friday night for its 
first performance in the area 
in around eight years.  

Comprised of three pipers, 
a bassist, electric guitarist, 
brass section, two drum-
mers, keyboard player and 
accompanied by two highland 
dancers, the ‘bagrockers 
performed an eclectic set-
list from Auld Lang Syne to 
Don’t Stop Believing as well as 
tunes from their new record, 
Octane.

Kenny McLaughlin, Nevis 
Centre manager, said: ‘We 
had 500 people at the show 
and the feedback has been 
great. 

‘It might have taken the 
crowd a wee while to warm 
up but the guys soon sorted 
that and everyone was getting 
really involved by the end. We 
were really pleased to have 
the pipers play and delighted 
by how much people seem to 
have enjoyed it.’

The concert marked the 
opening of the Blas Festival.

SHOCK tactics proved a suc-
cessful strategy as a road safety 
week helped drive important 
messages home.

Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service (SFRS) in Lochaber 
held a new, week-long initiative 
throughout the area aimed at 
reassuring communities and 
visitors to Lochaber that road 
safety is at the heart of the work 
being done by all agencies. 

Events began with fire station 
road safety open evenings 
at Fort William, Acharacle, 
Kilchoan, Mallaig, Lochaline, 
Spean Bridge, Kinlochleven and 
Strontian fire stations. 

The initiative was also de-
signed to highlight the part the 
public needs to play in ensuring 
safety and the week ended with 
a high-impact event called the 

Agencies combine to drive 
home road safety message

‘Lochaber 999 road show’ last 
Saturday, in the grounds of 
Lochaber High School.

Pat McElhinney,  SFRS group 
manager, told The Oban Times: 
‘Road traffic accidents account 
for about 40 to 50 per cent of 
our call outs. We looked at the 
categories of people involved 
in these accidents and unfor-
tunately it’s cyclists and it’s 
children.’

Explaining some of the events, 
Pat said: ‘The high impact demo 
involves a car hitting an object 
weighted to the equivalent of an 
11-year-old.  The young drivers 
get in the car, they experience 
what it’s like to make impact 
with something like that and 
what happens to the thing you’ve 
hit.  They suddenly realise it isn’t 
so easy for cars to stop.

‘We also had a cycling HGV 

demo, teaching youngsters these 
vehicles have blind spots. This 
is something the young people 
might have heard of but it’s re-
ally important they understand 
there are places where they just 
can’t be seen.’

Mr  McElhinney  added: ‘The 
whole town knows that we had 
the fatal accident with the cyclist 
recently so this is quite poignant 
but also extremely useful infor-
mation 

‘This is the way people learn.  
We have the burned out car, we 
have the impact demo and we 
are encouraging those from age 
14 to get behind the wheel with a 
qualified instructor so they see 
the whole thing and we hope this 
really drives our message home.’

Involved in the partnership 
were the Highland Council, 
Police Scotland, Highlife 
Highland, Scottish Ambulance 
Service, Marine Coastguard, 

British Red Cross, Breedon Ag-
gregates Scotland, Fort William 
Rotary Club, NHS Highland 
and local driving instructors.

The road show also included 
speed impact demonstrations 
carried out by Police Scotland, a 
casualty care demonstration and 
simulations by Scottish Ambu-
lance Service crews. Emergency 
services equipment and vehicles 
were also on show.

Dr Michael Foxley, from 
Lochaber District Partnership, 
said: ‘We are all saddened by 
the tragedy of young lives lost, 
with families and friendships 
destroyed, by accidents on the 
roads in our region. If this initi-
ative saves the life of one young 
son, daughter or friend it will 
have been a massive success.’

He added: ‘I strongly support 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service leading this important 
partnership work.’

Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers 
wow Fort 
William

Police
fi les

Representatives from the emergency services who took part in the road show. 21_f37 Road Safety Week 04

Chelsea Clark, 17, got behind 
the wheel with instructor Jean 
O’Brien as part of the initiative. 

21_f37 Road Safety Week 03

Emergency services united for the partnership. 21_f37 Road Safety Week 01

One of the band during the 
concert in Fort William. 

F 37 Chilli Piper 05

Presentations took place at Lochaber Schools Pipe Band’s � nal 
summer pararde of 2016. 21_F37 Pipe Band_ 01

Band’s last summer parade of 2016

New buddy bench for Inverlochy

Left:  Pippa Ferguson, 7, 
from White Bridge, on 

Twinkle with the Georgia 
M Allan Trophy and 

Reserve Champion of the 
show.

Lochaber
Show
winners

Right: Sarah Miller from 
Achnacarry Estate, with 

reserve pony winner 
Locheil Iona.
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ESMS
A unique family of independent 
schools for boys and girls

Values that last a lifetime are at the 
heart of everything that we do at 
Erskine Stewart’s Melville Schools.

Drop in and find out more at our

OPEN
DAY
SATURDAY
24 SEPTEMBER 2016
10am – 1pm

Merchant Company Education Board Schools. Registered Charity No. SC009747

www.esms.org.uk

The Mary Erskine School

Stewart’s Melville College

The Junior School

Lomond School

Merchiston
Merchiston is the only boys’ 
independent boarding and 
day school in Scotland o� ering 
the English curriculum, and 
has a global, outward-looking 
dimension. Merchiston takes pride 
in specialising in the education of 
boys and preparing them for the 
world, developing aspirational, 
and sensitive, yet gentle-men. 
Think about a wonderfully caring 
and nurturing family environment, 
where they will learn to like learning 
more.
Merchiston is committed to leading 
students towards personal excel-
lence and has an impressive record 
of helping boys excel far beyond 
their expected results at GCSE/
IGCSE and A level. Currently, our 
extramural initiatives include entry 

Outstanding o�  the � eld…
• 96% A* - C pass rate at GCSE*
• 91% of pupils gained places at their fi rst or 
second choice university*
• 50% of pupils went to UK Russell Group 
Universities, Bath, Cambridge, Oxford, St 
Andrews and leading international institutions*
• SAT support clinics for applicants for American 
Universities held weekly. In the past two years, 
many students have gained admission to Ivy 
League Universities such as Cornell and Brown 
• Gradual progression to secondary teaching 
from Primary 6
• ‘Best Head of Public School 2016’ (runner 
up) - Tatler School Awards
• Top 5% of UK schools for value added - CEM 
2015

And on the � eld… 
• No 1 UK Junior Golf School (ISGA, 2014/15 and 
2015/16)
• No 3 UK Tennis School (LTA, 2016)
• U18 Scottish Schools Tennis Champions, 2016 - 
winners an impressive 7 out of 9 years
• 64 Merchistonians capped at full international level 
(most recent – Sam Hidalgo-Clyne, 2015)
• Representation in all of the 2015/16 Scottish National 
Rugby Teams
• In 2015/16, there were 87 diff erent teams, of all 
abilities, playing competitive fi xtures across 16 sports: 
a total of 590 fi xtures
• 89% of all pupils, from 7-18, represented the School 
in sport in 2015-16
• New fl oodlit 2G Astroturf – Opened September 2016
• Based on Interim Results August 2016

Boarding life
We provide a stimulating, 
challenging, yet supportive and 
encouraging environment where 
your son can grow up surrounded 
by his friends within our unique 
house structure. There is never a 
dull moment as we provide a full 
boarding programme seven days 
a week. Merchiston juniors o� ers 
a step-up boarding programme 
which gives day pupils and 
their parents an opportunity to 
see how the boarders live and 
to participate in the boarding 
experience.

Essentially, Merchiston is about 
relationships and partnerships – 
between the boys and the sta� , 
and between the school and the 
home of each pupil.

Co-curricular
The co-curricular programme 
at Merchiston delivers life skills, 
such as leadership, teamwork, 
and mentoring through the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Scheme, Combined Cadet Force, 
prefectship, Koinonia and other 
activities.

Music and drama are major parts 
of life at Merchiston, giving pupils 
of all ages have the chance to 
be involved, either performing 
on stage or working behind the 
scenes. These is an orchestra 
and other instrumental groups, 
including pipe bands and three 
choirs. Merchiston also benefi ts 
from its strong links with local 
girls’ schools for drama and mu-
sical performances, other cultural 
events and social gatherings. 

Plans for the future
The school has, over the past 40 
years, built new teaching facilities 
and boarding accommodation 
to support its pupils’ high 
academic aspirations. Merchiston 
is now turning its attention to 
its sporting facilities, including a 
new sports complex consisting 
of two multi-use sports halls, 
a large fi tness suite, dedicated 
classrooms and meeting spaces, 
and a six-lane, 25m swimming 
pool, and, uniquely in Scotland, 
an all-weather multi-purpose 3G 
artifi cial grass playing surface. 

‘In every respect – academic, 
sporting and pastoral – the school 
has exceeded our expectations.’
Parent

OUT STANDINGEDUCATION

OFFERING AN

Recognised by the Inland Revenue as a Charity, number SC016580

INFORMATION MORNING  -  Saturday 29 October 2016
JUNIOR FUN TASTER WEEKEND  -  Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 November 2016

0131 312 2201   MERCHISTON.CO.UK

A Boarding and Day School for Boys aged 7-18

Your guide to

IndependentWhy do parents send their 
children to independent schools in 
ever-growing numbers?
Parents choose to send their 
children to independent schools for 
many di� erent reasons, including 
choice, diversity and excellence, 
but, above all, because they feel 
a particular school will best serve 
their child’s social and educational 
needs.
All independent schools in Scotland 
have their own unique ethos and 
values, but they share a common 
goal of encouraging each individual 
pupil to be all they can be. 
Independent schools enjoy a 
reputation for excellence, providing 
a broad curriculum, consistently 
good exam results, a positive 
learning environment and a wealth 
of co-curricular activities. Being 
independent gives each school 
the freedom to provide the 
best education for the benefi t 
of its pupils. Many schools have 
developed individual strengths that 

complement the excellence that is 
the hallmark of the sector.
The choice of schools is wide and 
there are also special schools that 
provide care and education for 
children with additional needs.
The statistics are compelling: the 
Scottish Council of Independent 
Schools (SCIS) provides at least 
£47million annually in fees assis-
tance, with 26.4 per cent of all pupils 
receiving some form of assistance, 
and 88 per cent of SCIS pupils go 
on to higher education, with 25 
per cent continuing their studies 
outside of Scotland. According to 
the SCIS and the Scottish Govern-
ment, there is one teacher for every 
8.7 pupils in SCIS schools, compared 
to one to 13.7 in state schools.
SCIS schools educate more than 
31,000 children of mixed abilities 
from diverse backgrounds. The 
focus of independent schools 
has always been, and remains, 
delivering individual educational 
outcomes for pupils of all abilities.

Daily morning transport 
available from various 
Edinburgh locations.

Follow us on social media –  @MerchiNews @MerchiSport 
www.facebook.com/MerchistonEdinburgh.

Erskine Stewart’s Melville Schools
A family education with ESMS
ESMS are a unique family of independent schools 
for boys and girls in Edinburgh whose educational 
provision ensures that boys and girls are able to 
make the best social, emotional and academic 
progress possible in an outstanding educational 
environment. Children are taught together from 
nursery to primary seven after which they then 
enjoy the benefi ts of single-sex but very closely 
twinned senior education before joining together 
again in a co-educational sixth form. 

At senior school, the girls attend the Mary Erskine 
School and the boys Stewart’s Melville College. 
Taught separately, the girls and boys have more 
freedom to be themselves, gain confi dence and 
achieve their potential while benefi ting from 
a shared guidance structure and an extensive 
range of co-educational extra curricular oppor-
tunities,
 
Stewart’s Melville College was named Scottish 
Independent Secondary of the Year in 2013 and 
the Mary Erskine School in 2012. 
Daily coach services are o� ered across 
Edinburgh, the Lothians and Fife. The schools 
also o� er boarding facilities which provide a 
comfortable, close-knit and happy home from 
home for children from primary six to sixth form. 
Full day care is available for all junior school 
children before and after school and throughout 
the holidays.
Come to our open day on Saturday September 
24, 10am-1pm, and fi nd out more, or contact 
the admissions secretary on 0131 311 1111 or at 
admissions@esms.org.uk, www.esms.org.uk.

The Principal would like to invite you and your family to join us at our  
Open Morning on Saturday, 8 October 2016 from 10am until 1pm. 

Academic Scholarships Available.

Please confirm your attendance by emailing admissions@lomondschool.com  
or alternatively call us on 01436 672 476.

At Lomond, we pride ourselves on taking an individual 
approach to the education of each and every pupil.  As well 
as a strong focus on the traditional academic subjects we 
provide a broad range of opportunities to ensure that we 
can support and develop the strengths of every child.

Johanna Urquhart, Principal

“ “

www.lomondschool.com

Open
Morning

 10 Stafford Street, Helensburgh G84 9JX  |  Tel  01436 672 476

0327 Lomond A5 Ad AW.indd   1 02/09/2016   16:56

We are holding our open morning on Saturday 
October 8 from 10am until 1pm. The open 
morning is an opportunity for families to join us 
for a tour of the school and to look around the 
facilities. There is also the opportunity to meet 
our principal, Johanna Urquhart, talk to staff and 
pupils and get a flavour of what life is like here at 
Lomond. Our open morning is designed to give 
the whole family the chance to find out about all 
aspects of the school.
 
If anyone is interested in attending, they should 
email admissions@lomondschool.com or 
alternatively telephone 01436 672 476.
 
Academic scholarships will also be available.
 
Additional information
Education at Lomond School is personalised in that 
it provides each pupil with a tailored curriculum 
designed to o� er challenge, breadth and depth.  
Our welcoming, family ethos engenders happiness 
which is at the heart of our philosophy. Small class 
sizes allow us to nurture and provide practical 
support and advice to help each child to develop 
and grow.
 
Lomond is Argyll’s top performing school and 
o� ers a wide-ranging curriculum including eight 
National Fives in S3/S4 and the traditional fi ve 
Highers in S5. Pupils have access to an extensive 
programme of extra-curricular and outdoor 
learning including hockey, rugby, sailing, skiing, 
canoeing and much more.

‘At all stages of the school, children and young 
people are highly motivated and actively 
involved in their learning.’
Education Scotland 

for the Mathematics and Physics 
Challenges and Olympiads, English 
Speaking Board examinations, 

foreign language trips, Arkwright 
Scholarships (Design and Technol-
ogy), and many others. 

Independent
schools
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Glenalmond College is a leading 
boarding and day school for boys and 
girls aged 12-18, located on a stunning 
300-acre campus just outside Perth.
Come along to the free Open Day to find out 
more about life at Glenalmond College.

T: 01738 842144     
E: registrar@glenalmondcollege.co.uk
www.glenalmondcollege.co.uk

inspiring learning

inspiring learning

inspiring learning

Sc
ot

tis
h 

C
ha

rit
y 

SC
0

0
61

23

OPEN DAY 2016
Saturday 10 September 2016

St Mary’s Music SchoolKilgraston

Glenalmond College has a 
well-justi� ed reputation as one of 
Scotland’s leading boarding and 
day schools, with a tradition of 
excellence and achievement. The 
outstanding 300-acre campus just 
eight miles from Perth provides the 

perfect environment for the 400 
girls and boys aged 12 to 18 to grow 
and learn.  

The academic focus of the school 
is clear. All pupils study for GCSEs 
and A levels, with a curriculum 
spanning 25 subjects in the sixth 

form o� ering an excellent basis 
for entry to university and higher 
education. Every year a good 
number of pupils achieve places 
at Oxford and Cambridge, a high 
proportion get places at Russell 
Group universities (the top 24 UK 

universities).  
At Glenalmond every pupil 

is helped to recognise and de-
velop their strengths. They are 
encouraged to develop a spirit of 
academic inquiry and an interest in 
learning for its own sake as well as 

to secure good exam grades.
Academic work is balanced by 

an extensive range of creative, 
sporting, social and adventure 
activities, with a programme of 
leadership skills training running 
throughout the school. 

Parents and pupils are invited to the open day on Saturday September 10 to � nd out more about what it’s 
like to be a pupil at Glenalmond.  www.glenalmondcollege.co.uk/OpenDay.

All girls’ school Kilgras-
ton, in Perthshire, is 
The Sunday Times’ top 
performing independ-
ent school in Scotland 
for Intermediate 2, 
Highers and Advanced 
Highers 2015.

Set in 54 acres of 
stunning grounds, 
we are a school with 
traditional values 
but with a modern 
and forward-looking 
perspective on 
education. Education 
is not just about 
exam success; 
developing interests 
and talents, nurturing 
an understanding of 
divergent cultures, 
and emphasising 
our personal respon-
sibility as global 
citizens are vital. As 
such, a Kilgraston girl 
benefits from a wealth 
of opportunities to 
extend and enrich her 

educational expe-
rience. We offer an 
enormous breadth of 
clubs and activities, 
and enjoy modern, 
state-of-the-art 
facilities including a 
science centre, sixth-
form study centre, 
excellent boarding 
accommodation, 
25m swimming pool, 
all-weather sports 
pitches, Scotland’s 
only school eques trian 
centre and we are 
also Scotland’s only 
CReSTeD accredited 
school.

Prepare to be inspired 
at our open day on 
Saturday October 1 
between 11am and 
2pm.
For further informa-
tion, please email the 
Admissions Office on 
admissions@kilgras-
ton.com or call 01738 
812 257.

It is independent, non-denominational, day and 
boarding, an inclusive, inspiring and supportive 
community of 80 boys and girls, aged nine to 19, who 
enjoy a high level of individual work and rigorous 
training, complemented by group performing 
opportunities – classical, jazz and Scottish traditional 
– alongside an impressive academic education.  Entry 
is by audition at any stage, classes are small and 
parents are reassured by the school’s long tradition 
of high attainment levels and excellent academic 
track record.  An open afternoon on October 8 gives 
the chance to drop in on musical performances, 
take a guided tour and ask questions of our sta�  and 
pupils, who come from all over Scotland and beyond. 
Find out about auditioning for a place, with Scottish 
Government and bursary funding, up to 100 per cent, 
for tuition and boarding fees.   
We look forward to welcoming you. 
www.st-marys-music-school.co.uk.

Glenalmond College

Strathallan

For more than a century, 
Strathallan School 
has stayed true to the 
vision of its founders by 
providing a rich variety 
of academic, sporting 
and extra-curricular 
activities so that every 
pupil has the opportuni-
ty to excel.
Set in 153 acres 
of magni� cent 
rural Perthshire, yet 
easily accessible from 
elsewhere in Scotland, 
the school enjoys a 
wonderful balance 
of campus buildings, 
modern residential 
accommodation and 
exceptional outdoor 
facilities. 
It’s a beautiful location; 
lush, green countryside 
with an array of outdoor 
pursuits on the school’s 
doorstep. 
Top of the class
Academically, 
Strathallan engages 
children. Our teachers 
are committed 
professionals who are 
experts in their fields 
and it is no surprise 
that many of our pupils 
move on to the best 
universities after their 
time at the school, with 
Oxford, Cambridge 

and Edinburgh popular 
destinations of choice.
In sport and the arts, 
we have so much to 
o� er. From enthusiastic 
beginners to elite 
performers, we can help 
each individual to reach 
their potential. 
We take our sport 
seriously and offer an 
extensive programme. 
Many individual pupils 
and teams compete at 
national level. At the 
same time, individuals’ 
development as élite 
athletes is supported 
in school with the 
specialist training and 
dietary regimes that 
are the cornerstone 
of success in modern 
sport. 
We believe the benefits 
of a healthy, active 
lifestyle extend into all 
areas of school life. We 
have the facilities too, 
with numerous rugby 
and hockey pitches, 
tennis courts, cricket 
square and practice 
nets and our recently 
completed indoor 
multi-sports facility. 
It’s a huge playground 
– and everyone is 
encouraged to use it to 
the full.

Music, drama and 
dance
In our junior house, 
Riley, almost all the 
children have individ-
ual tuition in a musical 
instrument. They keep 
playing on through the 
senior school too and 
our musicians perform 
over 60 concerts a year 
– including performing 
for the royal family at 
Crathie Kirk.
Our new dance and 
drama studio adds to 
the fabulous facilities 
we already enjoy for the 
expressive arts.
A caring community
Most importantly, 
Strathallan is a close, car-
ing community. Catering 
for children aged nine 
to 18, it’s a school where 
e� ort is rewarded, 
pupils feel valued and 
happy and where they 
are given the time and 
encouragement to grow 
into capable, con� dent 
young men and women 
ready for the challenges 
that their lives will bring. 
For more information or 
to arrange a visit, please 
contact Felicity Legge, 
admissions secretary, 
admissions@strathallan.
co.uk or 01738 815003.

Opportunities for all to excel

Scholarships
Sixth Form Scholarship 
Saturday 19th November 2016

Junior Assessment & Scholarship, (Entry age 9 – 12) 
Saturday 28th January 2017

Third Form Scholarship, (Entry age 13+) 
Monday 22nd – Thursday 25th February 2017

Open Mornings
Junior (Entry age 9 - 13) 
Saturday 17th September 2016, 10am

Senior (Entry age 13+)  
Saturday 8th October 2016, 10am

General (Entry age 9+) 
Saturday 5th March 2017, 10am

strathallan.co.ukForgandenny, Perth PH2 9EG   /   T: 01738 812 546   /   admissions@strathallan.co.uk

We warmly welcome you to our school,  
our home, our community.

At Strathallan we provide 
outstanding opportunities for  
all pupils to excel, enabling 
them to confidently go out 
and enrich the world for both 
themselves and others.

Dylan, 5th form – actor, musician, 
hockey player and debater
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Please register for open mornings at strathallan.co.uk

OPEN DAY
Saturday 1st October

11am - 2pm
Register by email, phone or on the day.

www.kilgraston.com
admissions@kilgraston.com - 01738 812 257

Kilgraston School - Bridge of Earn - Perth - PH2 9BQ

The Sunday Times top performing independent school for Highers & Advanced Highers 2015
Independent boarding 
and day school for 
girls aged � ve to 18

ST MARY’S Music School in Edinburgh is Scotland’s 
specialist music school, providing world-class 
education for talented young musicians. 
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INVERARAY CASTLE
10th & 11th September 2016

MANRAN
LINDEN
CAMANS
HERON VALLEY
THE LUSH PUPPIES
HURADAL

MANRAN

skipinnish
the league of highland gentlemen
Dr Hip and the blues operation
james edwyn & the borrowed band
the fogartys

skipinnish

FESTIVAL

plus...food from argyllß whisky tasting ß artisan lagers & beers
ß west coast crafts ß cooking demos from local celeb chefs ß  

children’s entertainment ß and much more

 September 2016 September 2016 September 2016 September 2016

the league of highland gentlemen

ß artisan lagers & beers

james edwyn & the borrowed bandjames edwyn & the borrowed band

ß artisan lagers & beers

tickets 
on sale now

www.bowfest.co.uk
Buses from Glasgow, 

Dumbarton, Arrochar, 
Dunoon & Oban

Bowfest Advert Oban Times.indd   1 8/22/2016   10:29:51 AM

Enquiries@arisaighotel.co.uk

01687 450210
www.opentable.co.uk/baywater-restaurant

Baywater Restaurant
at The Arisaig Hotel

Main Road, Arisaig, Highland PH39 4NH

Summerdining Lochaber

To advertise in the 
Lochaber Summer 

Dining Guide please 
call 01397 707692

WITH three sell-outs and a number of other 
events very well attended, organisers of this 
year’s Blas Festival are buoyed following their 
first weekend.  

But there is still plenty to take in before the 
festival ends this Saturday (September 10).

Having attracted a large crowd on Friday 
for a celebration of the 80th birthday of Uist 
cultural icon Rona Lightfoot, another stalwart 
of Gaelic culture, Skye’s Jonathan MacDonald, 
will be honoured at an event in his home turf in 
Kilmuir today (Thursday).

There are still four performances to come of 
the 2016 Blas new commission Beul na h-Oidh-
che gu Camhanaich (Mouth of the Night to 
First Light) from Highland-based Gaelic singer 
and harp player, Mary Ann Kennedy and Nick 
Turner with Calum Turner, Manx singer Ruth 
Keggin and guitarist Finlay Wells from Oban.  
The new piece – the 11th commissioned by Blas 
in its short history – can be seen in SEALL in 
Sleat today (Thursday) and Acharacle tomor-
row.

Still to come, too, is the arrival of a superstar 
of traditional music in the shape of Sharon 
Shannon who, for more than 30 years, has been 
at the forefront of traditional Irish music from 
her days of touring with The Waterboys and the 
release of her best-selling eponymous self-titled 
album in 1991.  

Sharon has gone on to record and perform 
across the globe with a host of renowned inter-
national artists, including Sinead O’Connor, 
Shane McGowan and Steve Earle. She will be 
appearing today (Thursday) in Plockton High 
School Hall with Cape Breton guests Nuallan, 
Sgoil Chiùil na Gàidhealtachd and special guest 
Gaelic writer Rody Gorman. 

Tomorrow  (Friday) takes Sharon to the Cor-
ran Halls in Oban with Nuallan, the Margaret 
Stewart Trio, Guth na nGael and special guest 
Gaelic writer Niall O' Gallagher.

Sharon will also appear at the Blas finale 
concert on Saturday in Eden Court, Inverness, 
with newly-formed Highlands and Islands outfit 
Tide Lines, Nuallan and award-winning Gaelic 
writer, Angus Peter Campbell.

Along the way, festivalgoers can hear Tannara 
and Kilda, as well as a staple of the finest Gaelic 
singers, including Darren Maclean, Kristine 
Kennedy, Rachel Walker, Anne Martin, Mar-
garet MacLellan and Robert Robertson. 

Arthur Cormack of Fèisean nan Gàidheal, 
who organise the Blas Festival in partnership 
with the Highland Council, said: ‘We are very 
happy that the first weekend of Blas has gone so 
well and hope the rest of the week will continue 
in that vein. Blas has become a fine celebration 
of Gaelic culture, including music, song, drama 
and dance.  

‘Given that a number of shows have sold out, 
we would encourage people to buy tickets soon 
for events in the remainder of this year’s festival 
which are sure to offer something special to 
lovers of traditional music.’

The full Blas programme is available at www.
blas-festival.com.

SATURDAY August 
13 saw the culmination 
of 18 months of hard 
work by a small group 
set up to commemorate 
the centenary of the 
opening of the prisoner 
of war (PoW) camp 
above Kinlochleven on 
August 11, 1916, writes 
Iain MacNicol of Appin.

Some 500 Prussian 
and Bavarian soldiers 
arrived on board the 
Loch Ness from the 
Clyde where they had 
been transferred from 
Stobs PoW camp, near 
Hawick, which was 
Scotland’s main PoW 
camp. 

The Battle of the 
Somme, which raged for 
three months starting on 
July 1, 1916, produced 
massive casualties and 
prisoners of war which 
quickly overwhelmed 
the available facilities as 
Europe became home 
to 7.75 million PoWs by 
1918.

The soldiers marched 
off the pier in Kin-
lochleven and up the 
track to Glen Eildhe 
where they set up tents 
and gradually built their 
own camp – their home 
for the next three years.

The commemoration 
group’s goals are to 

raise awareness of this 
important chapter in 
West Highland history, 
celebrate the dignity 
and respect with which 
the prisoners and the 
villagers dealt with 
each other and, finally, 
add the history to Kin-
lochleven’s attractions 
and folklore.

We decided that a 
commissioned painting 
by the celebrated Iona 
Leishman, who has 
strong Duror connec-
tions and is Historic 
Scotland's first artist in 
residence, would form 
the centrepiece of an 
exhibition and archive 
of photographs and oral 
history in the Leven 
Centre, Kinlochleven, 
which will run for the 
next three months. 

The archive will also 
be on Am Baile. It also 
features heavily at the 
conscientious objectors’ 
camp at Caolas na 
Con. The painting will 
remain permanently in 
the Leven Centre as a 
memorial to the camp 
and the internees – 29 
of whom died, one 
apparently trying to 
escape, the other 28 
after the armistice when 
the Spanish flu ravaged 
the camp. Their bodies 

were buried in Duror 
until 1962 when they 
were exhumed and 
transferred to the war 
cemetery at Cannock 
Chase, which is situa-
tion on the south side 
of Loch Leven Road to 
Glencoe. It was built by 
the PoWs and serves as 
a living memorial.

As well as the paint-
ings and the exhibition, 
a scale model of the 
camp and a hut was 
meticulously built by 
Roger Evans. A video 
was made showing the 
area of the camp’s re-
mains, and a booklet on 
the history of the PoW 
camp was written and a 
play was commissioned 
by Bright Productions.

The event launch 
started in the theatre 
with the Three Wee 
Crows Theatre Com-
pany performing their 
powerful First World 
War production Burning 
Heather, Broken Sons 
to a capacity audience. 
The exhibition was 
opened and then Iona 
Leishman interpreted 
her two large (6ft x 5ft) 
paintings. The day fin-
ished with three teen-
agers  and Ilona Munro 
of Bright Productions 
performing her play The 

History Lesson – again 
to a capacity audience 
who thoroughly enjoyed 
it.

The day was a huge 
success and the ex-
hibition is being very 
well attended. We have 
requests for further per-

formances of both plays. 
The booklet is now in its 
third print and we are 
happy to give talks on 
the camp to any local 
group for free.

The whole event has 
been made possible by 
huge local support and 

funding from many 
sources, especially the 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
(Scotland), MacQueen 
Bros Charitable Trust 
(Oban), High Life 
Highland, Kinlochleven 
Community Council 
and the Development 

Trust, Highland Titles, 
Caolasnacon Caravan 
Park, Fort William Ro-
tary, Appin Historical 
Society, Gleaner Oils 
and Kinlochleven Coop. 
We also appreciate all 
the press, radio and 
television coverage.

Group commemorates Kinlochleven 
prisoner of war camp's centenary

Sell-out gigs 
show success 
of fantastic 
Blas Festival
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Friday 9 - Thursday 15 September 
ANGELIC CREATURES | 60 MIN
Wed: 18:15
Dalavich-made local � lm. Oban Phoenix is proud to support local 
� lmmakers. Entry by donation (suggested £3).

BAD MOMS | 15 | 120 MIN
Fri: 20:30, Sat: 19:00, Sun: 19:30, Mon: 19:00, Tue: 20:30, Wed: 
20:45, Thu: 20:30
Like most modern mothers, Amy takes care of everyone but her-
self. Her life is perfect: a happy marriage, overachieving kids, a 
beautiful home, and 365 good-hair days a year. She bakes for the 
school bake sale and chairs every committee -- all while holding 
down a career. And, she makes it all look easy. 

DAVID BRENT: LIFE ON THE ROAD | 15 | 116 MIN
Sat: 17:15, Sun: 19:15
In Life on the Road, Brent decides to chase his dream of be-
coming a rock star and hits the road with his band, “ Foregone 
Conclusion,” for a self-� nanced tour of the UK.

KIDS CLUB: THE WIZARD OF OZ | U | 102 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Childrens Classic: Dorothy Gale is swept away to a magical land 
in a tornado and embarks on a quest to see the Wizard who can 
help her return home.

NERVE | 15 | 116 MIN
Fri: 18:45, Sat: 16:45, Sun: 17:00, Mon: 18:45, Tue: 18:15, Thu: 18:15
A high school senior � nds herself immersed in an online game 
of truth or dare, where her every move starts to become manipu-
lated by an anonymous community of "watchers."

SWALLOWS AND AMAZONS | PG | 117 MIN
Fri: 16:00, Sat: 12:00, 15:15, Sun: 12:15, Mon: 16:30, Tue: 16:00, 
Wed: 16:30, Thu: 16:00
Parent and baby screening: Tue: 11:30
Swallows & Amazons tells the story of the Walker children, 
whose summer holiday in the Lake District sees them sailing 
out on their own to a local island, only to � nd themselves in 
competition with a rival group of children who call themselves 
the Amazons and ultimately an adventure far bigger than they 
could have imagined. 

PETE'S DRAGON | PG | 122 MIN
Fri: 16:30, Sat: 14:30, Sun: 12:30, Mon: 16:30, Tue, Wed, Thu: 16:00 
Pete, following the death of his parents in a car crash when he 
was four, escaped to the forest and became best friends with a 
dragon, who raised him — but Pete and the dragon now face 
unprecedented threats to the way of life they've come to know 
and love.

SHELL | 15 | 91 MIN
Sun: 14:30
Silver Screening - 'Last Chance to See' - Concessions (age 60+) 
entry just £3! Tea and cake £1.50
The story of Shell, a girl who lives with her father Pete in a 
remote gas station in the Scottish Highlands, in their struggle 
against the elements and the impossible love they feel during 
the last winter that she will be in that place.

SPECIAL DELIVERY | 60 MIN
Fri: 19:00
One-woman show, straight from the Edinburgh Festival! "Mem-
ory, love, loss and an incontinent dog - charting the story of an 
angry middle-aged woman & a sympathetic deliveryman." In aid 
of Home Start Lorn. £5 entry.

SUICIDE SQUAD | 15 | 150 MIN
Sat: 19:30, Tue: 20:15, Wed: 19:30
A secret government agency run by Amanda Waller, named 
A.R.G.U.S creates a task force comprising super villains, the 
"Suicide Squad". They are assigned to execute dangerous tasks in 
exchange for shorter prison sentences.

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS | U | 120 MIN
Sat: 13:00, Sun: 15:00
Taking place in a Manhattan apartment building, Max's life as 
a favourite pet is turned upside down, when his owner brings 
home a sloppy mongrel named Duke. 

THE SHALLOWS | 15 | 106 MIN
Fri: 21:00, Sun: 17:15, Mon: 20:45, Tue: 18:15, Wed: 18:45
A young woman who is dealing with the recent death of her 
mother is sur� ng on an isolated beach and gets stranded 20 
yards o� shore on a buoy. What lies between her and the shore is 
a huge great white shark.

TURANDOT ON SYDNEY HARBOUR | 135 MIN
Thu: 19:00 
Turandot is the beautiful and powerful princess, who challenges 
her many suitors to answer three riddles on pain of death. Calàf 
is a brave prince from a foreign land, who falls instantly in love 
with the princess. 

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott
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competitionsOFFERS&

Entrants must be 18 or over. Employees of Scottish Field, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase necessary. The winner will be first correct entry drawn after 
closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from 
promoter. Usual Scottish Field rules apply. 

To enter, send separate entries (in the same envelope) with your name, address, telephone number and email 
address to Scottish Field Competitions, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh EH5 2DL or enter at 
www.scottishfield.co.uk Closing date, unless otherwise stated, is 30 September 2016.

WIN 
AN OVERNIGHT STAY FOR TWO AT FAIRMONT, ST ANDREWS 

INCLUDING BREAKFAST AND THE SAVOY AFTERNOON TEA WITH CHAMPAGNE

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: From which London hotel does the new afternoon tea 
at Fairmont St Andrews come?

Set on a 520 acre estate with a unique coastal setting, Fairmont 
St Andrews encompasses the finest in local culture with luxury 
and elegance.  Following a multi-million pound renovation of their 
public areas, Fairmont St Andrews are delighted to be launching 
The Savoy afternoon tea this September, bringing a taste of 
London to St Andrews. Situated in the heart of the hotel is the 

newly renovated Atrium Lounge – featuring a lighting sculpture 
by artist George Singer – where afternoon tea can be enjoyed 
this autumn. Guests can choose from a range of teas served with 
homemade finger sandwiches, scones with clotted cream and 
jam, and a selection of indulgent seasonal cakes and pastries 
created by the hotel’s Executive Pastry Chef.

WIN 
A DELUXE ONE NIGHT DINNER, BED AND BREAKFAST STAY FOR TWO AT DORNOCH CASTLE HOTEL

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN, just answer the following question: When was the Fire Station Built?

Step into a night of luxury in this historic Castle situated in the centre of 
Dornoch and overlooking the town’s stunning 13th Century Cathedral. 
The Castle has been carefully converted into a hotel to ensure that it 
retains many original features. It has been decorated to a high standard 

to ensure that it combines traditional décor with modern comforts. 
The Dornoch Distillery will soon be creating a hand crafted, organic ‘old 
style’ whisky and gin right on the grounds of the Dornoch Castle, inside 
the former Fire Station which was built in 1881.

Redeemable from October 2016 – April 2017 (excluding the festive period) 

Room is subject to availability.  The Savoy Afternoon Tea must be pre-booked in advance from 4 September and is subject to availability.  Valid for one year. Other T&Cs will apply and will be listed in full on voucher. 

244_sf09.indd   244 27/07/2016   12:49:17

To enter, send your answer, name, address, telephone number and email address to Competitions, Wyvex Media, Fettes Park, 496 Ferry Road, Edinburgh, EH5 2DL. Closing 
date is September 30, 2016.Entrants must be 18 or over.Employees of Wyvex Media, the competition promoters, and their direct families are ineligible to enter. No purchase 
necessary. The winner will be � rst correct entry drawn after closing date. No cash alternative is available. The winner will be informed by telephone. Promoter reserves the 
right to request post publicity. Indicate if you do not wish to receive further information from promoter. Usual Wyvex Media rules apply. This competition is open to readers 
of other Wyvex Media publications. 

A WRITER and a 
young illustrator from 
Islay have teamed up to 
celebrate the birth of 
Roald Dahl. 

Writer Mavis Gulliver 
took part in the cele-
brations by writing a 
400-word story about 
her favourite Roald Dahl 
character – the big friend-
ly giant, who is better 
known as the BFG.

Mavis titled her story 
Grandmamma and the 
BFG. Written in the style 
of Roald Dahl, it is full 
of made-up muddled 
up words such as tiddly 
childers for little children 
and crooks and nannies 
for nooks and crannies.

Mavis also had to 
find an illustration to 
go alongside the story. 
Before the school dis-
missed for summer, she 
read her story to Miss 
Clark’s class at Port 
Ellen Primary School.

The children all had a 
go at drawing pictures of 
the BFG, with one even 
boasting a kilt, but the 
chosen illustration came 
from Bronagh Newman.  

The story and the pic-
ture can be viewed on-
line at http://26projects.
org.uk/26twits/stories/
grandmamma-and-the-
bfg.

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Three Lochs Book 
and Arts Festival

16th and 17th 
of September

Sunart Centre, Strontian
Friday Film and Food: Adults £7.50/ 

under 18s £5.50
Saturday Day Ticket: Adults £10/ 

under 18s £5
Saturday Evening: £15 
(£12 with day ticket)

More info at 
www.threelochs.co.uk

Fasnacloich 
Gun Club

OPEN 
SHOOT

10th September 
11am start

Craignure   Mon 12 September
Tobermory   Tue 13 - Thu 15 September

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Book now at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets also at the 
cinema 30 mins before screenings: Cash only, no cards. £7.50 
Adults and £5.50 Concessions

Finding Dory (U) 103 mins  

“… charming sequel to Finding Nemo” Guardian 
12/09 at 5.30pm, 15/09 at 5.30pm
Absolutely Fabulous: The Movie* (15) 90 mins    
“… still drenched in Bollinger and bad behaviour.” Times     
12/09 at 8.30pm, 14/09 at 8.30pm* (*This screening will 
be preceded by a short �lm Hula - 30 mins)
The BFG (PG) 117 mins  
“Steven Spielberg’s winning adaptation.” Guardian      
13/09 at 5.30pm
Star Trek Beyond (12A) 122 mins

“A return to fun and a return to form” Empire  
13/09 at 8.30pm
The Silent Storm (15) 102 mins  
“eerie, beautifully shot drama”  Empire      
14/09 at 5.30pm, 15/09 at 2pm
Jason Bourne (12A) 123 mins  
“plenty of smash, bang, wallop for your buck.” Herald      
15/09 at 8.30pm

Straight from the 
Edinburgh Fringe

‘Special Delivery’ 
Live performance

by Tobermory Main Street 
Players

Oban Phoenix Cinema
Friday 9th September 6.30pm 

for 7pm
tickets £5.00 from the cinema
All proceeds to Home-Start Lorn

Eco-congregation Scotland
Saturday 17th Sept 2016

All-Argyll gathering 
Glencruitten House, Oban, PA34 4QB

10am – 3.30pm workshops, seminars and Green Shoots 
walled garden visit.

All welcome to this free event.
For more information or to book a place contact 

David Bethune  coordinator@ecocongregation.org.uk or 
Catriona Petit 07775 995650

Porthcawl Male Voice 
Choir in Concert

in aid of 
Macmillan Cancer Support

St. John's Cathedral 
7.30pm 

Saturday 17 September 2016
Tickets: Adults £10 Concessions 

£7 (including refreshments)
Tickets available form Oban 

Phoenix Cinema and 
Oban Music shop

Scottish Country 
Dancing

Taster Class (free)
Mon 12th Sept

Church of Scotland Centre, 
Oban. 8pm - 9.30pm

Men, women, teenagers all 
welcome

Contact Sue: 563103
Joan: 770254

North Argyll Diecast 
Model Show

Victory Hall, Benderloch
10th & 11th September 

10am until 5pm
Die cast models from 

around Scotland 
Arts and crafts

Admission £2.00 
Tea & coffee £1.00

Profits to the Oban Lifeboat

Mavis Gulliver and Bronagh Newman, with Bronagh’s drawing of the BFG. 

Collaboration celebrates life 
of star children's writer Roald



Summer
dining

If you would like to advertise in the Summer Dining section, please call our sales team on 01631 568000

DDIVINE
FOOD &
DRINK

Enjoy superb food & drink 
against the stunning backdrop 
of Loch Craignish in one of 
Argyll’s best kept secrets -  
The Galley of Lorne Inn

T: 01852 500 284 l www.galleyoflorne.co.uk

Ardfern,
by Oban

PA31 8QN

follow us online:

Argyll & the islands
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Across

7 Deficient in pigmentation (6)

8 Equally old (6)

9 Curve (4)

10 Compass housing (8)

11 Where to sit after swearing! (4,3)

13 Worship (5)

15 Fire remnant (5)

17 When the centre of a word is missing (7)

20 Trespass (8)

21 Fruit not named for it's looks (4)

23 Frequent fliers (3,3)

24 Dig (6)

Down

1 Bond (4)

2 Gently (6)

3 Uncultivated person (7)

4 Cake topper (5)

5 Announce (6)

6 Letter chute in USA (8)

12 No-one around (8)

14 Disease with fever (7)

16 Exit (6)

18 All thumbs (6)

19 Dispatch (5)

22 Valley flower (4)

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION
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Mingulay boat 
songs and the 
sands of Vatersay
AS PROMISED in last week’s 
piece, the following is a brief 
overview of an Outer Hebridean 
seagoing adventure undertaken last 
weekend. 
We left Dunstaffnage bound 
for Barra at 3am after playing 
at a wedding on Loch Lomond-
side on Saturday night. The weather 
was fine and on board with me were 
my two favourite boating compan-
ions, Andrew Stevenson and Beastie 
the dog.  We arrived in Castlebay at 
8.30 on Sunday morning.  Barra is an 
island that we have had great times 
on over the years and I still get excited 
when we arrive.  Turning into the bay 
the scene is very evocative – Kisimul 
Castle, the Castlebay Hotel, the Bar, 
the Church, The Craigard Hotel and 
Ben Heaval over-looking everything. 

In the afternoon we awoke re-
freshed and ready for our trip south 
to Mingulay with our good friend 
Donald MacLeod (Copper Top) 
and three of his children. Donald 
is a very experienced seaman, with 
an intimate knowledge of these wa-
ters, so the helm was immediately 
passed to him for making full use of 
shortcuts and local knowledge.

With the ground-swell that was 
running on the steam over, we 
didn’t expect to be able to land but 
were happily surprised that the 
swell was down and we got ashore 
with ease.  I had been once before 
to Mingulay back in 2011 and have 
been keen to get back ever since.  
Uninhabited islands have a certain 
magical atmosphere about them, 
and Mingulay has an aura like no 

other.  There is a feeling of peace, 
sadness, nostalgia, tranquillity, 
mystery, intrigue, loneliness and 
other indescribable energies that 
inspire strong emotion.  

After an invigorating swim back 
to the boat accompanied by friendly 
seals we headed between Barrahead 
and Mingulay and up the striking 
west coast of the islands and back to 
Castlebay.  The meal that Donald’s 
Mum gave us on our return was one 
of the most enjoyable I have ever 
had.  A good old-fashioned lamb 
stew, but cooked to perfection and 
its effect elevated by how ravenously 
hungry we were after a long day 
where food was almost forgotten 
because of the magic of the trip.  

The next day we travelled by 
road to the much more dangerous 
Island of Vatersay! The famous 
Vatersay Boys have been friends of 
ours since we first played on Barra 
back in 1999 and we always try to 
visit their parents Peigi Anna and 
DD when we are over.  DD is a fine 
musician, and both he and Peigi 
Anna have great wit and humour 
–  it is obvious that the immense 
talent and character of the Vatersay 
Boys is no accident. This house 
is renowned for its welcome and 
hospitality, and the company, music 
and stories were the perfect finish 
to our stay.  

After a stop for food, fuel and 
sleep in Tobermory, we arrived 
back at Dunstaffnage Marina at 
1pm on Tuesday. I, Andrew and 
Beastie were tired but happy after 
a very special trip.

THE Mull Mòd will take 
place this weekend, 
starting with junior 
competitions on Friday, 
followed by the adults 
on Saturday.

The committee is hard 
at work preparing for 
this event, which seems 
to get bigger and better 
every year. The influx of 
hundreds of people at this 
stage of the year brings a 
welcome boost to the 
community, with restau-
rants and accommoda-
tion providers benefiting 
greatly from the two-day 
event.

It looks like it will be 
another successful week-
end, with competitors 
travelling from far and 
wide to participate. 

On Friday, children from 
every school on the islands 
of Mull and Iona, as well 
as from further afield, 
will be taking part in solo, 
group and choir compe-
titions, culminating in 
the evening with a junior 
prize-winners' ceilidh in 
the Aros Hall, Tobermo-
ry.  Music from Alasdair 
Whyte and Calum Munro 
will help the evening go 
with a swing.

On Saturday, many 
soloists from the islands 
and from many parts of 
the country will be using 
the Mull Mòd as a last 
rehearsal for the big event 
in Stornoway in October.  

Nine senior choirs will 
also be competing, among 
them the Govan Gaelic 
Choir making their first 
visit to the Mull Mòd, un-
der their new conductor, 
Kathryn Callander, and 
of course Oban Gaelic 
Choir, last year’s winners 
of the Lovat and Tullibar-
dine Trophy, the premier 
senior choir event at the 

Oban National Mòd.
The final fling, Saturday’s 
ceilidh dance, starts at 
8.30pm in the Aros Hall, 
with music from Sandy 
MacAulay. Trophies will 
be presented during the 
ceilidh, as well as the 
annual 100 Club draw.  
Very best of luck to all 
competitors.

The photographs show 

a local Mòd which took 
place in Tobermory, in 
the Aros Hall, in 1913.  It 
may be that this was the 
first local Mòd ever to 
take place.  

The picture shows a 
choir which sang at the 
local Mòd in Tobermory, 
and also travelled to the 
National Mòd in Dundee 
that year.

Musicians prepare for Mull Provincial Mòd
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THERE’S still time to see 
scale models of Scotland’s 
famous Kelpies in the shad-
ow of Ben Nevis.   

The world’s largest pair 
of equine sculptures has 
been on show at Neptune’s 
staircase on the Caledonian 
Canal for almost two weeks 
and will sail up the canal on 
Monday September 12. 

This was the first time the 
models had been at Britain’s 
longest lock flight.

Helping to promote Scot-
land and Falkirk as a visitor 
destination, the three metre 
high sculptures will be mak-

ing their way up the Great 
Glen to the world canal 
conference in Inverness.

Richard Millar, director 
of infrastructure at Scot-
tish canals, said: ‘From 
Neptune’s Staircase to The 
Falkirk Wheel, Scotland’s 
canals have been associated 
with innovative art and 
engineering for more than 
200 years.’ 

Inspiration for the Kelpies 
came from the heavy horses 
which pulled boats and car-
go along the towpaths of the 
Forth and Clyde and Union 
canals in their heyday.

LOCHABER and district Ca-
nine Society held an open dog 
show at the weekend.

Three hundred and ten dogs 
gathered in the Nevis Centre on 
Saturday August 21, with nine 
judges coming from all over 
the UK to judge the friendly 
canines.  

Best local dog was a Welsh ter-
rier owned by Janet Robertson 
of Fort William and the best in 
show winner was a beagle owned 
by Jackie Fraser of Westhill, 
Inverness. Next year’s show will 
be on Sunday September 10.

TIMESLINE

PEOPLE travelling to the Mod 
in Stornoway next month are 
being encouraged to make 
bus and ferry bookings as 
soon as possible.

Mod nan Eilean Siar 2016’s 
local committee along with 
Caledonian MacBrayne, Police 
Scotland and the Stornoway 
port authority are urging 
passengers to book in advance 
for Inverness-Ullapool coach 
services and island ferries.

LEARNER drivers are to 
bene� t from an increase in 
the number of car driving 
tests available on Hebridean 
islands.

Learners in Na h-Eileanan 
an Iar were facing a wait of 
several months to secure a 
test booking from the Driver 
Vehicle and Standards 
Agency (DVSA) with some 
being forced to travel to a 
di� erent island or even to 
the mainland to take a test.

The DVSA acknowledged 
the issues following a letter 
from MP Angus MacNeil 
and have created more 
availability for tests in 
September and October.

NOMINATIONS for the Scottish 
Rural Awards 2017 are open.

Outstanding rural business 
or someone who goes that 
extra mile in the community 
can be put forward.

The awards give people the 
chance to make sure those 
who make extra e� ort receive 
the recognition they deserve.  

The deadline for nominations 
is Friday October 14.

Mod goers urged 
to book transport 

Shorter test wait 
for learner drivers  

Scottish Rural 
Awards deadline

Best in show, Jackie Fraser’s beagle. 

The Kelpies at Neptune’s Staircase. 
Photo by Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Last chance to glimpse 
Kelpies at Banavie

Dogs put on 
a fi ne show 
in Lochaber

RAILWAY enthusiasts are 
invited to a garden party in 
Arisaig.

West Highland Community 
Rail Partnership (WHCRP) is 
hosting the event on Saturday 
September 17 at Arisaig Railway 
Station from 1.30pm. There 
will be music by the RSNO, re-
freshments courtesy of Arisaig 
Hotel and garden displays by 
ScotRail’s ‘station adopters’.

People are welcome to learn 
more about the WHCRP and 
enjoy all the fun on offer on the 
day.

Make tracks 
for Arisaig 
garden party

LOCHABER businesses are 
trying to find the gateway 
to success by signing up for 
expert advice.

Business Gateway (BG) is 
provided in collaboration with 
32 authorities across Scotland, 
delivering local business 
advice and practical guidance. 

According to the BG team, 
the enterprise is proving pop-
ular in Lochaber, with more 

than 30 organisations, includ-
ing Ben Nevis Motors, Silver 
Sea Fish and the Three Wise 
Monkeys, taking advantage 
recently.

Danny Gallagher, service 
manager for BG, said: ‘We 
are pleased with the progress 
in Lochaber for business 
development. A total of 39 
businesses received assistance 
from BG during the quarter.’

Companies keen to sign 
up for business advice

ORGANISERS of last Sunday’s Nether 
Lochaber Flower and Produce show were 
delighted with the turnout and the quality 
of items on show. 

Ann Marie Cameron said: ‘The show was 
a great success considering we tried out a 
Sunday. There was lots of lovely baking and 
home produce and the garden items were 
super considering the year we’ve had.’ 

Results: Home Baking – Most Points 
– Onich Hotel Cup – Sandra Cameron; 
Runner up in points – Lodge on the Loch 
Cup – Ingrid Anderson. Produce – MacK-
intosh Corran Cup – Ingrid Anderson. 
Knitting – Corran Bar Trophy – Elaine 
Cameron. Handicrafts – Camus na Gaul 
Cup – Jennifer Jarl. Floral Decoration – 
Marjorie Summers Trophy – Mary Michie. 

Floral – Most Points – Gleaner Cup – In-
grid Anderson; Runner up – Old Manse 
Trophy – Alex Cameron. Garden Produce  
– Old School Cup – Ingrid Anderson. Most 
Points Overall in Show – Nether Lochaber 
Community Rose bowl – Ingrid Anderson. 
Runner up – Callart Quaich – Sandra Cam-
eron. Best Entry in Show – George Ross 
Memorial Cup – Alex Cameron.

Left to right: Alex Cameron, age eight, from Onich, won best rhubarb and best in show; Ingrid Anderson, also from Onich, won � ve 
trophies including best overall; and a visitor admires some of the beautiful displays on show. Photos by Abrightside Photography.

Nether Lochaber Flower 
and Produce show success
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Scotland’s 
Marine Protected Areas
Drop-in session
Come along and find out more 
about the wonderful birds that use 
Scotland’s seas and the proposed 
Special Protection Areas that will help 
safeguard their future.

Tarbert
Tarbert Village Hall 
13 September, 2-8pm

www.snh.gov.uk/marinebirdSPAs
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FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

From the markets
LOCHBOISDALE
Saturday September 3
United Auctions had a 
catalogued entry of over 2000 
lambs and sheep at their first 
sale at Lochboisdale Auction 
Mart. A good offering of lambs, 
mainly long-keeping kinds, sold 
well and to average £49.77 per 
head, recording a rise of £6.23 
per head on the corresponding 
sale last year. Heavier weight, 
tight-coated types recorded a 
rise of £8 to £10 per head on the 
year and sold to a top of £73.50 
for Suffolk cross from Allt-Na-
Feidh, Grogarry.
Principal lots and prices. Top 
prices per head.
Lambs 
Suffx: 
£73.50 – Allt Na Feidh,Grogarry: 
£66.50 – 88 Bualadubh, Allt 
Na Feidh & 330 Northboisdale 
: £64.50 – 348 Northboisdale 
& 269 Daliburgh : £63.50 – 88 
Bualadubh & 426 North Loch-
boisdale : £61.50 – 6 Frobost & 
409/410 Smerclate : £60.50 – 269 
Daliburgh.
Texx: 
£69.50 – 88 Bualadubh : 
£65.50 – 325 North Boisdale : 
£64.50 – 340 North Boisdale, 383 
Garrynamonie & 32 Liniclate 
: £63.50 - 391 Garrynamonie : 
£62.50 – 379A Garrynamonie & 
393 Garrynamonie.
Chev: 
£70.50 – 340 North Boisdale : 
£58.50 – 62 Tangasdale : £57.50 
– 348 North Boisdale : £56.50 – 
350 North Boisdale.
Cross: 
£58.50 – 472B South Loch-
boisdale : £56.50 – 325 North 
Boisdale : £55.50 – 32 Liniclate.
Zwa: 
£54.50 – 6 Milton.
Mule: 
£58.50 – 325 North Boisdale.
BF: £35.50 – 32 Liniclate : £31.50 
– 480/481 Lochboisdale.
Gimmers
Texx: 
£61.50 - 391 Garrynamonie.
Wedders
Cross: 
£45.50 – 217B Stoneybridge : 
£40.00 – 62 Tangasdale, Barra & 
325 North Boisdale.
BF: 
£39.50 – Ben Kenneth SSC.
Ewes
Suffx: 
£36.50 – 269 Daliburgh.
Texx: 
£51.50 - 391 Garrynamonie : 
£50.50 – 379A Garrynamonie.
Chev: 
£46.50 – 217B Stoneybridge & 
203 Stoneybridge : £41.50 – 10 
Frobost.
BF: 
£39.50 – 217B Stoneybridge. 

STIRLING
Monday September 5
United Actions had forward 
10,444 store lambs and feeding 
sheep including blackface store 
lamb show. Judges by A Coven-
try, New Barns, and sponsored 
by Blackface Sheep Breeders’ 
Association.
First prize went to M/s Bennie, 
Merkins and purchased by M/s 
Braes, Burnshot, for a pen of 44 
realising £68.
Second, M/s McClymont, 
Kirkstead – £66.50
Third M/s Malcolm, Cromlix 
– £66.
Averages
BF – £45.40 (+1.97) on the week
BTexx – £64.92 (-0.90) on the 
week
Suffx – £64.89 (+2.37) on the 
week
Texx – £62.54 (+1.18) on the 
week
Chevx – £55.61 (-0.68) on the 
week
Mule – £58.65 (+2.53) on the 
week
Leading Price
Monzie (BTexX) £71.50; 
Greenhill (BTexX) £68.00; 
Topps (BTexX) £65.50; Bally-
menach (SuffX) £79.00; Knowes 
(SuffX) £77.00; Auchenhew 
(SuffX) £70.00; Ronnachan, 
Lenamhor & Island View 
(TexX) £73.00; Monzie (TexX) 
£71.00; Ballochgraggan (TexX) 
£70.50; Craigannet (ChevX) 
£67.50; Monzie (ChevX) £65.00; 
Rossieochil (ChevX) £62; 
Ballymenach (Mule) £63.50; 
Sheddock (Mule) £63.00; Lossit 
(Mule) £62.00.

DALMALLY
Saturday August 27
AT United Auctions’ second 

sale of all classes lambs and 
sheep there was a catalogued 
entry of almost 5,000 head. This 
included several new consignors 
to this market. All classes sold 
to a packed ringside of buyers 
to average £50.94 per head or 
178.2 pence per kilo. Last year’s 
average at the corresponding sale 
was £42.33 per head or 144.62 
per kilo. The entry of lambs 
mainly consisted of hill types. 
Principal lots and prices. Top 
prices per head.
Lambs
Suffx: 
£68.50 – 85 Borve, Barra: £66.00 
– Kiloran Farmers, Colonsay: 
£63.00 – Kilchatten, Colonsay 
and Glenshellach : £60.00 – 
Kiloran Farmers.
Texx: 
£70.00 – Lephinkill : £69.00 – 
Tullochcan : £68.50 – Keilbeg 
: £68.00 – Ormsary Farmers : 
£66.00 – Lephinkill, Tullochcan 
and Stonefield Farm : £65.50 – 58 
Tangasdale, Barra : £65.00 –
Barguillean : £64.50 – Tull-
ochcan and Keilbeg : £64.00 
– Tullochcan : £63.50 – Glenshel-
lach,  Silvercraigs and Tullochcan 
: £62.50 – Clachan Farms : 
£62.00 – Craigmore : £61.50 
– Innischeroch, Ardmaleish, 
Kintraw and Stonefield Farm : 
£60.50 – Innischeroch, Barbreck 
and Maam : £60.00 – Tullochcan.
Chax: 
£62.00 – Evanachan : £57.00 – 
Achuaran, Lismore.
Chev: 
£66.50 and £64.00 – 83 Borve, 
Barra : £57.50 – Bailuacraich, 
Lismore.
Cross: 
£61.50 – Duallin : £59.50 – South 
Achinduin, Lismore : £56.50 – 
Ormsary Farmers, Borrach Beg 
and Sheilling, Barra.
Mule: 
£54.50 – Achuaran, Lismore.
BF: 
£48.50 – High Balantyre : £45.00 
– Achuaran : £43.50 – Ederline 
Estate : £43.00 – Blarmafoldach 
and Dunans : £40.50 – Innis-
cheroch : £40.00 – Balnahard, 
Colonsay.
Ewe
Chev
£61.00 – 83 Borve, Barra
Cross
£50.00 – Couston Farm 
BF
£45.50 – Couston Farm
Wedders
Texx:
£57.50 – Craigmore
Chev
£53.00 – Kilchoan
Cross
£48.00 – Ederline Estate
BF
£40.00 – Ederline Estate.
Riggs
Suffx:
£54.50 – Kiloran Farmers, 
Colonsay
Texx:
£40.00 – Barguillean Farm.
Chev
£55.00 – 83 Borve, Barra.
Cross
£50.00 – Achuaran, Lismore
BF
£35.00 – Tullochcan.
Top prices per kilo
Suffx:
206p – Kilchattan, Colonsay 
: 201p – Kiloran Farmers, 
Colonsay : 191p – Daltote : 188p 
– Kilchattan and Blarmafoldach 
: 186p – 85 Borve, Barra : 185p 
– Glenshellach : 184p – Kiloran 
Farmers : 181p – Blarfafoldach.
Texx:
203p – Barbreck Farm : 202p 
– Ardmaleish, Ardeonaig and 
Barbreck Farm : 201p – Dunans 
: 200p and 198p – Tullochcan : 
197p – Ederline Estate : 195p – 
Barguillean Farm, Dunans and 
Innischeroch : 193p – Kintraw 
and Craigmore : 192p – High 
Balantyre and Ormsary Farmers 
: 191p – 6 Leanish, Barra and 
Tullochcan : 190p – 58 Tangas-
dale, Barra and Dunans.
Chax:
185p – Evanachan.
Chev
198p – Kilchoan and Rhynachu-
laig : 196p – 83 Borve, Barra : 
193p – Barbreck, Kilchrennan : 
190p – Kilchoan.
Cross
191p – Kilchattan, Colonsay : 
188p – Sallachry.
Mule
174p – Achuaran
BF
184p – 6 Leanish, Barra : 157p – 
Achnacreemore : 153p – Tulloch-
can : 151p – Blarmafoldach.

Stuart Davidson waits to begin his run.

ONE OF Scotland’s best-known cooks and 
food writers, Lady Claire Macdonald, is set to 
put Scotch blackface lamb on the menu when 
she visits Dalmally Mart for the first time this 
week.

Lady Claire will be at the United Auc-
tions annual show and sale of 9,000 black-
face wedder lambs, cross-bred lambs and 
feeding sheep on Saturday September 10.

Lady Claire will meet farmers from 
Argyll and the Islands, view the quality of 
livestock on offer and present the James 
Weir Memorial Trophy for the best pen of 
blackface lambs.

And she will have the chance to taste and 
serve up blackface lamb rolls to customers 
at the Farm Assured mart, courtesy of 
Oban Spit Roast. The lamb will be sup-

plied from Angus MacFadyen and Son of 
Bragleenmore Farm, by Oban, who are 
also competing for the trophy on the day, 
and sourced through Jackson Bros butch-
ers in Oban.

Lady Claire said: ‘I am really looking for-
ward to my first visit to Dalmally Mart and 
to experience the wonderful atmosphere 
which accompanies such a large show and 
sale.

‘One thing which always comes through 
during these events is the pride farmers 
and auctioneers take in the quality of the 
livestock and stockmanship skills.

‘Scotch lamb is a gem in Scotland’s rich 
larder and I can’t wait to serve up and 
sample some fabulous locally-produced 
blackface lamb rolls.’  

Lady Claire heads for Dalmally

Farmers urged to join in 
monitor farm programme
FARMERS and crofters in 
the Lochaber area are invited 
to attend an open meeting on 
Tuesday September 20 at Fort 
William Mart to hear about the 
plans for a monitor farm in the 
area.

The Lochaber monitor farm 
will be one of nine new monitor 
farms set to be established in the 
coming months across Scotland 
as part of a new and innovative 
three-year programme.

Monitor farms have estab-
lished a strong track record 
in Scotland and the new pro-
gramme would build on the 
success of the initiative which 
launched in 2003. 

The new monitor farms 
programme will be run jointly 
by Quality Meat Scotland 
(QMS) and AHDB Cereals and 
Oilseeds and is funded by £1.25 
million secured from the Scot-
tish Government and European 
Union’s Knowledge Transfer 
and Innovation Fund.

The aim of this new pro-
gramme is to establish farms, 
typical of their area, as monitor 
farms to help improve the prof-
itability, productivity and sus-
tainability of producers through 
practical demonstrations, the 
sharing of best practice and the 
discussion of up-to-date issues.

Niall Campbell from SAC 

Consulting Oban, who has 
been selected as one of the 
Lochaber monitor farm project 
facilitators, said the project is a 
really exciting opportunity for 
the area.

‘This is a fantastic opportunity 
for local farmers and crofters to 
get involved and help increase 
profitability, productivity and 
sustainability of their enter-
prises,’ said Mr Campbell.

This local event is part of a 
Scotland-wide campaign to 
recruit nine new monitor farms, 
which will each be supported by 
members of the management 
team and an associated business 
group.

Mr Campbell and his co-
facilitator Morven MacArthur, 
also of SAC Consulting Oban, 
will explain at the information 
meeting how the monitor farm 
project will be delivered and 
outline the benefits to farmers 
and crofters of getting involved.

Previous monitor farmers are 

encouraging farmers to come 
forward and find out more 
about the new programme and 
the opportunities it offers. 

With the new programme 
adopting a whole farm ap-
proach, it is hoped that the 
Lochaber monitor farm will 
help build resilient businesses, 
introduce innovative ideas and 
highlight the importance of 
collaboration to local farmers.

Janet Hill, who farms with 
husband Brian at Plan Farm 
on Bute, said the experience of 
being a monitor farm resulted 
in huge improvements to their 
farm business.

‘Some of the changes we were 
encouraged to make to our 
management did challenge us 
and push us outside our comfort 
zone,’ said Janet. 

‘But the results speak for 
themselves and even now, a 
decade after we first became 
monitor farmers, we are con-
tinuing to see the benefits of 

the experience shine through.’
The changes introduced as 

part of the monitor farm experi-
ence at Plan include improving 
the grassland which allowed for 
cow numbers to be increased to 
120, from 100. They also made 
major changes to their sheep 
flock, switching from a 1,000 
ewe flock lambing at under 135 
per cent, to an outside lambing 
flock of 650 Lleyns, achieving 
around 180 per cent.

The meeting at Fort William 
Mart begins at 7.30pm, is free to 
attend and open to all. You do 
not need to register in advance 
for this event. If any farmer 
or crofter is interested in this 
project, but cannot attend the 
meeting, they can contact the 
Lochaber monitor farm project 
facilitators – Niall Campbell 
and Morven MacArthur – for 
more details by calling 01631 
563093, or email: niall.camp-
bell@sac.co.uk or morven.
macarthur@sac.co.uk.

Testing time at 
sheepdog trial
THE MULL and Morvern 
Sheepdog Society held its 
annual open trial on Thursday 
August 25 at Knock Farm, 
Gruline. 

The Mull trial is one of the 
oldest on the West Coast. The 
first date on the Miss Lithgow 
of Glengorm Trophy for the best 
Working Collie is 1928, when it 
was won by Kenneth Macaskill 
of Lettermore. 

At that time, prior to modern 
ferry transport, it was a shep-
herd’s meet (or feeing), when 
hundreds of working shepherds 
would be employed on the 
estates and farms of Mull and 
Morvern.

This year, on a beautiful sunny 
day, a large crowd of spectators 
enjoyed the spectacle of some 
of Scotland’s foremost handlers 
competing on skittish blackface 
hoggs. The outrun was over a 
gently rising 300 yards. 

While the sheep were gen-
erally good to handle over the 
expansive course, they were 

particularly difficult to pen and 
only four handlers managed to 
complete the course. Alec Mac-
Cuish from Skipness, running 
Tweed midway through the day, 
showed that the course could 
be negotiated successfully and 
won the trial by a margin of 10 
points with a score of 86 from 
100 points available.

The judge was Roddie MacDi-
armid, Cairndow.
1. Alec MacCuish, Skipness, 
Tweed, 86 points.
2. Craig Davidson, Sandbank, 
Cap1, 76.
3. Stuart Davidson, Sandbank, 
Queen, 75.
4. Brian Strachen, Roy Bridge, 
Sam, 72.
5. Michael MacNally, Inver-
garry, Caul, 71.
6. Kevin Strachen, Sam. 61.
1. Local, Jeff Moore, Gruline.

The committee would like 
to thank Donald and Jamie 
MacLean, Knock Farm, for 
providing the stunning location 
and the fit and feisty sheep.

Unions join up to demand dairy action
THE UK farming unions are calling for 
the whole supply chain to maximise the 
return to dairy farmers who continue to 
lose money.

Despite a slight upturn in the market, 
with AMPE/MCVE indicators up 24 per 
cent this month, dairy farmers continue 
to suffer losses with recent milk price 
increases from processors not going far 
enough to assist them.

Last week, dairy officials from NFU 
Scotland, NFU, NFU Cymru and the 
Ulster Farmers’ Union met to discuss the 
key issues currently facing dairy farmers.

While the unions accepted the com-
mercial competitive challenges of milk 
processors, retailers and other end 
users are intense, they are asking them 

to seriously and genuinely reflect on the 
pressures primary producers are under.

The officials also agreed to work together 
to achieve more effective price transmis-
sion, margin insurance, future and fixed 
pricing, more effective professional farmer 
representation and a much stronger assur-
ance that contracts between producers and 
processors are fair.

The UK unions said: ‘We hear plat-
itudes that processors and end users 
have sympathy for producers’ plight, 
and some will be genuine, but the speed 
in reflecting positive market increase in 
value is not quick enough, particularly in 
the current exceptional circumstances.

‘Actions speak much louder than words 
and all the UK farming unions ask of the 

supply chain is to seriously and genuinely 
consider the long-term damage and con-
sequences of not delivering much more 
back to primary producers.

‘Farmers do not want to hear individual 
processors, their farmer representatives 
or retailers defending or justifying the 
pace of price movement. What they want 
is a genuine and collective assurance, 
backed by price increases, from all in the 
supply chain, that primary production 
is a fundamental requirement to their 
business and to consider the impact and 
consequences on the primary sector.

‘We ask the supply chain to reflect on 
the need to raise the bar and to consider 
the impact on their business if their 
income did not match costs.

‘Dairy farmers are asking themselves 
and their families if the supply chain 
values them and we are putting pressure 
on responsible processors, retailers and 
other end users to consider how they can 
collectively, and without compromise on 
legal requirements, move away from the 
current destructive short-term culture 
towards a position where all efficient, 
progressive businesses can prosper.

‘It is essential the supply chain reflects 
on whether it is sustainable to “be com-
petitive” based on the ability to drive the 
primary sector into the ground and effec-
tively reducing the supply base in the UK 
to a dangerously low level. The crisis is 
not over, and all in the dairy supply chain 
have a reason to take collective action.’

Janet Hill said being a monitor 
farm resulted in huge improve-

ments to business.
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Records tumble at Dalmally Show 
THE Dalmally Show, dubbed 
‘the Highland cattle Olympics’, 
lived up to its billing last Satur-
day, drawing record livestock 
entries.

The last show in Argyll’s 
annual  circuit, set against 
the shrouded peaks of Ben 
Cruachan, ‘is one of the most 
beautiful sheep and cattle 
shows in Europe, and probably 
the world’, thought Sir James 
McGrigor, the former livestock 
farmer and Highlands and 
Islands MSP.

Every year, the show’s website 
explains, ‘a small dedicated 
group from Dalmally and 
surrounding villages gather 
for several meetings a year to 
agonise, persevere, beg, borrow, 
encourage and, most of all, 
succeed in bringing the commu-

nity together for the Dalmally 
Agricultural Society Show on 
the first Saturday in September 
each year’.

This year attracted 2,000 
spectators and competitors for 
the keenly contested cattle, 
sheep and dogs sections, and to 
wonder at impressive tablefuls 
of baking, preserves, knitting, 
floral art, horticulture, paint-
ings, photography, crooks and 
sticks – this year housed for the 
first time in the same tent. 

The children’s section also 
gave prizes for playdough mod-
els, potato prints, finger pup-
pets, pasta collages, decorated 
stones and a model made from 
vegetables.

Outside attractions included a 
field of trade stands, junior shinty, 
the young farmers’ tug of war, the 
Helensburgh Clan Colquhoun 
Pipe Band parade and, in the 
show ring, terrier racing, vintage 

tractor parade, flyball and heavy 
horses displays.

‘We like to be the friendly 
show,’ said Dalmally Agricultural 
Society president Jon Strickland 
of Cladich. ‘It’s the biggest show 
in Argyll, and the national show 
for Highland cattle. If you win 
the championship in Dalmally, 
it’s second only to the Highland 
Show. The West Coast breeds 
Highland cattle, and the hills 
breed blackface sheep – this is the 
home of the two breeds.’ 

The show, he said, had drawn 
record entries for blackface 
sheep (230) and dogs (79), 
and ‘a very strong showing’ for 
Highland cattle.

Jack Ramsay of Ayrshire, 
who was judging the Highland 
breed, agreed. He said: ‘This is 
the show you want to win. This 
is the unofficial Olympics: the 
Highland cattle Olympics.’ 

He awarded the prize for best 

Highland heifer, and eventually 
the overall Highland champion, 
to Frangag Dubh, which was 
originally bred by Mrs J H 
Strickland of Cladich, Dal-
mally. The calf was sold in 2013 
at Oban pedigree show to Ian 
W Adams, who keeps the now 
three-year-old heifer in Stra-
chan Banchory, Aberdeenshire, 
on land owned by Highland 
cattle owner Grace Noble. 

Grace said: ‘It is fitting Fran-
gag is here at her place of birth 
once again and that Dalmally 
Show is her last to be shown 
as a heifer before she calves in 
January 2017.’

‘It’s her first time at the show,’ 
cattle convener Angus MacKay 
said of Grace’s win. ‘It’s quite 
an honour. I’ve known people 
who have been competing for 
20 years. We had 60 entries and 
the quality has far exceeded 
everything I’ve seen this year. 

‘Any breed of any show in the 
country would be proud of 60 
entries. Dalmally still holds the 
mantle for the trophy to win, 
which is why Grace travelled so 
far. She’s the furthest travelled 
exhibitor.’ 

A Highlander from Donald 
MacNaughton’s Rannoch fold 
won the reserve champion.

The champion blackface 
sheep was won by a ewe belong-
ing to Sandy Patterson, who 
rears 40 ewes on rented acres 
at Auchloy, near Crieff. ‘My son 
was keen to bring him here,’ he 
told The Oban Times. 

‘We knew she was a good 
sheep, and we thought there was 
only one way to find out. To win 
any show is a surprise, especial-
ly here because the competition 
is so strong. This is the main 
show on the circuit.’

For full results, go to www.
obantimes.co.uk

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Sandy and Tommy Patterson hold their champion blackface ewe. 
‘She’s serious wild,’ Sandy said.Highland cattle judge Jack Ramsay awards the breed champion trophy to Grace Noble of Banchory, and to Frangag Dubh, a three-year-old heifer originally from Dalmally.

Farmer Robbie Campbell of Fort William fashions shepherd crooks 
from hazel and rams’ horns.

Horses Poacher and Tommy demonstrate their dray, led by Michael Mayberry 
of Skernish Clydesdales.

Lindsay MacLean paints Ulva Primary pupil Kate MacKay, and her monster 
and pirate cousins, aka Ruairidh and Calum MacKay of Killearn school.

The trophy for reserve champion Highlander was presented to Donald 
MacNaughton of Rannoch fold, by Emma McGrigor.

Angus MacKay and Ronnie Campbell auctioned donated exhibits to raise 
money for show funds.

Handlers wait anxiously for a decision in the blackface judging ring.

Gordon Agri, Loch Lomond. www.gordonagri.co.uk 
Tel: 01360 661001   Mob: 07801 052 007  

QUADS & ATV’s – Full selection of brand new Suzuki King Quads.
Good selection of used quads in stock 

all serviced/new tyres/warranty

Massey Ferguson 5455, 4wd, 2006, c/w loader and muck grab ..................................... £21,495
Kubota M8540 4WD, 2012, c/w Kubota loader/ bucket /pallet forks .............................£20,495
New Holland T4050, 4WD, c/w Quicke loader, 2008, front PTO/linkage ........................ £18,995
Manitou 628 Turbo Pivot Steer, 2001, LOLER certi� cate, pallet forks ............................. £14,995
Renault Ares 566RZ, 4wd, 2003, c/w Quicke 940 loader, 40k, air con ............................ £14,995
John Deere 6100 4WD, 1994, c/w John Deere 640A loader / 6ft bucket ......................... £13,995
New Holland 6635 4WD, 1999, c/w Trima 350 Professional loader ................................ £13,795
Massey Ferguson 390 T, 4wd, 1994, M reg, c/w MF loader, 12/12 shuttle ..................... £12,495
Massey Ferguson 390 4wd, 1994, 12/12 shuttle, very clean .......................................... £10,995
Massey Ferguson 5150 4wd, 1994, full details on www.gordonagri.co.uk .................... £10,595
John Deere 6200 4wd, 1993, 85hp approx, telescopic PUH ............................................ £10,995
Ford 5030 4wd, 1993, 75 HP, synchro shuttle ....................................................................£9995
New Holland TC24D, 2010, c/w Lewis loader/ rear actor with bucket ...............................£9995
Kubota L3830 4wd, 2004, turf tyres, shuttle box .............................................................£8,495
John Deere 2140 4wd, 1982, c/w Quicke 940 loader/joystick, PUH ...................................£8295
John Deere 2450 2wd, 1988 E reg, full details on www.gordonagri.co.uk ....................... £7,495
John Deere 2040 4wd, 1982 Y reg, c/w Quicke loader, average condition ....................... £7,495
Case 685 4wd, 1987, c/w Tanco 968 loader 4ft bucket, 2 spools ....................................... £7495
Zetor 6245 4WD, 1990, c/w Grays Lynkon/4ft muck fork ...................................................£7295
John Deere Roberine 900 Triple Cylinder Mower, 1 owner 600 hours, 2003 ..................... £4995
Kubota L275 4wd, c/w Topper, recent new agri tyres, full cab ..........................................£3795
Volvo EC2.7, MIDI Excavator, 2010, 3 buckets, quick hitch, rubber tracks ...................... £14,295
Caterpillar 3025, MIDI Excavator, 2009, 3 buckets, QH, rubber tracks ............................ £13,595
Bobcat E14 Mini Excavator, 1.5 Ton, 2011, c/w 3 buckets, Bobcat breaker ..................... £13,495
JCB 801.8 mini digger, 2007, c/w 3 buckets, quick hitch, twin speed tracking .................£9495
Kubota KX41-3V Mini Digger, 1.5 Ton, c/w 1 bucket, rubber tracks ..................................£8995
JCB 801.4, 2011, half cab, 3 buckets, rubber tracks at 50% ...............................................£7795
JCB VMT 160-80 Double Drum Vibrating Roller (126 Hours), 2011 ....................................£8495
Benford HD1001 Hi Tip Dumper c/w Roll Bar, 2008 ...........................................................£8295
Benford 6 Ton Dumper c/w Roll Bar, 2007, www.gordonagri.co.uk .................................. £7495
Ausa D150AHG Swivel Skip Dumper c/w Roll Bar, 2007 .....................................................£6995
Bomag BW80AD-2 Double Drum Vibrating Roller c/w Roll Bar, 2007 ...............................£5995
Benford 3 Ton Swivel Skip Dumper c/w Roll Bar, 2005 ......................................................£6495
Honda ATV’s in stock, serviced, new tyres, warranty .................................... choice from £3495 
Suzuki King Quads, new, 2 year warranty .................................................... in stock from £4999
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HOLLY TREE COTTAGE, BARCALDINE 
Guide Price £315,000 EPC D60
A well presented and spacious family home in a quiet location in the 
desirable village of Barcaldine.

bellingram.co.uk

ARDTEATLE CASTLE PLOT 
Offers over £275,000 
A landmark opportunity to acquire a plot with planning consent 
to create a new Scot’s Baronial style castle on a site of 60 acres or 
thereabouts with spectacular views over Loch Awe.

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

3 Falls Crescent, Connel
w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

A modern and spacious detached house 
located in the popular village of Connel 
in Argyll. The property offers bright and 
spacious rooms, practical layout and 
partial views over Loch Etive and the hills 
beyond. The accommodation comprises 
a generous entrance hall with WC and 
separate cloakroom. Off from the hallway 
is the large lounge/dining area with patio 
doors opening onto a small area of decking, 
where you can enjoy views of the hills and 
loch. Upon entering the dining area, to your 
left is a small study room, perfect for use 
as a home offi ce or small guest room. The 
kitchen is large enough to accommodate a dining table and features modern fi tted units 
and appliances. Beyond the kitchen a utility room offers further storage space in addition 
to allowing access to the garden via an external door. Upstairs, the carpeted hall leads to 
three bright and well-proportioned bedrooms, large hall cupboard and generous family 
bathroom. The master bedroom has lovely views to the front and benefi ts from a modern 
en-suite shower room. The modern family bathroom benefi ts from both a freestanding 
bath and separate shower, sink and WC. The property is decorated in neutral colours 
and good quality fl oor coverings throughout. The property is entirely double glazed and 
heating and hot water is provided via an oil fuel boiler. Located in a popular village with 
amenities close by this bright and spacious property would make an ideal family home. 
Viewing is highly advised to appreciate this property.

£300,000

• Spacious Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms 

+ WC

• Partial views of Loch Etive
• Popular village location

• Garden & Integrated Garage
• EPC Rating - C(78)

Properties for sale

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

UK rental market 
strengthens 
post Brexit

This week in Part 2 
of our look at the rental market 
post-Brexit, we see that the num-
ber of rental homes in the UK has 
climbed in the past few weeks 
after the Brexit vote, largely be-
cause of the fact many people are 
now choosing to rent property 
rather than buy.

According to the latest reports 
from Countrywide, this lack of 
activity from buyers in the resi-
dential market has meant that the 
average price of homes nation-
wide has fallen by an average of 
some £3,600. This means that the 
average asking price has fallen by 
around 1.2 per cent, re� ecting the 
lack of con� dence among sellers 
as the number of buyers as the 
market dwindles post-Brexit. 

With demand still far outstrip-
ping supply, buy-to-let is cer-
tainly an attractive investment. 

The rental property experts at 
West can help to ensure that your 
risks are minimised and pro� ts 
maximised. They can help you 
� nd properties that will give you 
a good level of rental income 
and capital growth, because they 
understand what will appeal to 
tenants – which may be very dif-
ferent from what appeals to you. 
We know what type of properties 
in our area that have the strong-
est (and fastest growing) level of 
tenant demand, as well as what 
type of tenant will be looking for 
your chosen property type and 
the level of rent you can expect to 
achieve. 

If you are thinking of joining the 
increasing number of landlords 
looking for more � ats and rental 
properties to buy, contact us and 
let us help you make the most of 
this rental market.

Falls View Apartments, North Connel

OIRO £180,000

• Ground Floor Apartment
• 2 Bedrooms / 2 

Bathrooms
• Views of Connel Bridge & 

Loch Etive
• Sought after location
• Private parking
• EPC Rating - D(65)

5 Falls View Apartments - A modern ground � oor apartment located 
in the popular settlement of North Connel overlooking Connel 
Bridge and the Falls of Lora. This well maintained two bedroom 
apartment is presented in walk in condition, forming part of an 
attractive block of four apartments. 

LET PROPERTIES NEEDED – LANDLORDS GET IN TOUCH WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM TODAY 
– NOW FULLY MANAGING OVER 150 RENTALS IN ARGYLL & LOCHABER

Part 2

Moorcroft, North Connel

OIRO £440,000
Moorcroft is a truly exceptional detached home occupying an enviable 
position in the highly sought-after settlement of North Connel. With 
spectacular views down Loch Etive towards Ben Cruachan, the original 
early 19th Century cottage has been comprehensively upgraded and 
sympathetically extended, whilst still retaining a host of original features. 

• Detached 5 bedroom House with 
Holiday Rental Unit

• Set in approx. 0.9 acres
• Highly sought-after location
• Additional 1.5 Acre paddock/possible plot
• Spectacular loch and mountain views
• EPC Rating - F(34)

Strongarbh Park, Tobermory

OIRO £250,000

• Detached House
• 3 / 4 Bedrooms
• Elevated situation
• Views over Tobermory & 

Sound of Mull
• Private Garden
• Holiday Rental Potential
• EPC Rating - D67

 A 3 / 4 bedroom one and a half storey detached house occupying an 
elevated situation within a quiet residential area in upper Tobermory 
enjoying views over the town and towards the Sound of Mull. This 
well presented property o� ers spacious rooms in a practical layout. 

Ardconnel Villa, Oban

OIRO £185,000
A deceptively spacious three bedroom 
ground � oor apartment, one of four 
apartments within a traditional stone villa, 
located in a popular residential area close to 
Oban’s many amenities and attractions.

• Spacious Ground Floor Apartment
• 3 bedrooms & 1 study
• 1 bathroom & 1 additional WC
• Popular Residential Area
• Communal Garden & Private Area
• EPC Rating - D(64)

33 Combie Street, Oban

OIRO £59,000
A compact 1 bedroom top � oor � at close to Oban town centre. This 
� at comprises a lounge, small bedroom, kitchen and shower room. 
The property is decorated in neutral colours and bene� ts from 
double glazing throughout. The � at o� ers excellent rental potential, 
achieving annual rent of £4,200 in recent years.

• Top Floor Flat
• 1 Bedroom / 

Shower Room
• Central location
• Excellent rental investment
• EPC Rating - F (33)

Raeric Road, Tobermory

OIEO £250,000
Scarinish is a modern architect designed 3 bedroom detached 
house in Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. Scarinish provides spacious 
family sized accommodation with conversion possibilities to 
increase the number of bedrooms, create a self contained � at or to 
have a large living area.

• Modern Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Large garden
• Open plan lounge/kitchen
• Communal room with conversion 

potential
• EPC Rating - C (78)

Crannich Farm, Aros

OIEO £60,000
Occupying an elevated position overlooking Glen Aros, near a young 
broad leaf woodland, burn and waterfall, enjoying panoramic views. 
Plots 1 & 2 o� er an excellent opportunity to purchase a 0.348 Or 
0.916 Acre plot both with outline planning permission for a detached 
dwelling house. Details of the planning permission can be requested by 
contacting West Property. 

• Plot 1 - OIEO £60,000 (0.348 Acre)
• Plot 2 - OIEO £75,000 (0.916 Acres)
• Outline planning permission
• Elevated position above Glen Aros
• Near Crannich Burn
• Close to village of Salen
• Viewing a must!

Sheepknowe House, Bunessan

OIEO £325,000
A substantial detached granite house positioned in a 
private location within walking distance of the village 
of Bunessan, on the beautiful Ross of Mull. Built in 
1870, the property is full of character and has been 
lovingly maintained by its current owners.

• Spacious Detached Granite House
• 4 Bedrooms / 4 Bathrooms
• Built in 1870
• Excellent B&B Potential
• Large well maintained garden & lawn
• EPC Rating - F26

Scotland house purchase and 
remortgage lending in the 

second quarter

HOME-BUYERS borrowed 
£2.2bn for house purchase, up 23 
per cent quarter-on-quarter but 
down one per cent year-on-year. 
They took out 16,500 loans, up 23 
per cent on the previous quarter 
but down four per cent compared 
to the second quarter 2015.

First-time buyers borrowed 
£920m, up 42 per cent on the 
fi rst quarter and two per cent on 
the second quarter last year. This 

equated to 8,500 loans, up 39 per 
cent quarter-on-quarter and four 
per cent year-on-year. 

Home movers borrowed £1.2bn, 
up 11 per cent quarter-on-quarter 
but down fi ve per cent compared 
to a year ago. This totalled 8,100 
loans, up 11 per cent quarter-on-
quarter but down nine per cent on 
quarter two 2015.

Remortgage activity totalled 
£850m, up nine per cent both 
on the fi rst quarter 2016 and the 
second quarter 2015. This came 
to 7,100 loans, up 11 per cent 
quarter-on-quarter and four per 

cent compared to a year ago.
Carol Anderson, CML Scotland 

chairwoman, commented: ‘First-
time buyers continue to be a key 
driver in the market. This is the 
19th successive quarter of growth 
in fi rst-time buyers compared to 
a year earlier, and is the highest 
quarterly number of fi rst-time 
buyer loans since mid-2007. So, 
although the data refl ects pre-
EU referendum, it suggests the 
Scotland market is in good shape 
and open for business moving 
forward.’

Scotland house purchase and 
remortgage lending in 

quarter one

Affordability metrics for fi rst-
time buyers in Scotland remains 
better than for the UK overall. 
The typical amount borrowed this 
quarter compared to the previous 
was £99,800 (£132,800 in the UK 

overall), up from £97,800, and the 
typical average household income 
of a fi rst-time buyers was £33,600 
(£40,000 in the UK overall), up 
from £33,400. This meant the 
income multiple in Scotland was 
3.03, an increase compared to 
2.97 the previous quarter but 
lower than the UK average of 3.51.

Affordability metrics for home 
movers in Scotland similarly 
remain better than for the UK 
overall. The amount borrowed this 
quarter was £139,500 (£167,400 in 
the UK overall), up from £136,000 
the previous quarter, and the 
typical average household income 
of a home mover was £49,700 
(£53,600 in the UK overall), down 
from £51,200. This meant the 
income multiple in Scotland was 
2.84, up compared to 2.68 the 
previous quarter, but lower than 
the UK average of 3.26.

Scotland house purchase lending up 23 per cent in second quarter

WANTED

we st  coast
PROPERT Y
we st  coast
PROPERT Y

ACCOMMODATION 
REQUIRED

Long Term furnished accommodati on in or 
around the Oban/Connel Benderloch areas 
required by professionals from September.

Please contact Box No: 22, The Oban 
Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB

TO LET

3 BEDROOM COTTAGE
Balvicar, Isle of Seil
£560PCM no DSS

Landlord Reg: 28506/ 130/ 13010
Te: 01852 300432

� nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes, any age or condition. 
We also buy water damaged or 

in need of repair. Also all types of 
touring caravans from 85 onwards.

Tel: 01250884 306 
or mobile 07885203 020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyotas, Nissan, any 
4x 4 consiered, also non-runners, 

failures, single or double cab.

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, land 

cruiser, all pickups single or double 
cabs, any condition, runner or not, 

high miles no problem.

Call  today on 
07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and 
models wanted. Guaranteed best 

price, no hassle, free collection 
anywhere. Land Rover Defender, 

Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, 
Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, 

Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo. 

+ All other 4x4 Vehicles, 
4X4 Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles or 

� eet purchases.
Any age nearly new or old, any 

conditions from perfect to written 
o� , non runners, rotten, no MOT, 

high mileage, blown engine, 
overheating etc. Cash in hand, no 

hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

Phone 07919 915 409

Renault Kangoo Extra
Van, Diesel SL10 
RUV, Silver, Towbar, 
67000 miles,  one 
years MoT.
£3250

Tel: 07449 312604

Mitsubishi Shogun Sport Trojan
56 reg. Mitsubishi FSH,
AC, TB. Gd Tyres, Timing
/Aux belt kit � tted, new 
front/rear brake pads, 
exhaust down pipe, 
two owners, 2 keys. 
Reliable 4 wheel drive, 
129k,1 yrs MOT
£3,750 ono

07771 930975

Tourer Wanted
By retired private buyer. 

Older model may suit if in very good 
condition and de� nitely no leaks. 

Cash sale.

5 metre Catherdral Hull boat

Telephone: 07769 717153

And trailer 
with 40hp 4 
stroke Honda
engine. Ideal 
for creel/rod 
fishing
£3,350ono

Tele 07415941609 NTW

Nissan X-Trail
1 years MOT, 
good condition, 
04 plate, with 
towbar
£2000ono

01397 704349

Land Rover Defender 90
2008, 59,200 miles,
excellent condition,
Lots of extras, alloy 
wheels, central locking, 
hood etc.
£11,500

07779 124600

Honda Super Blackbird
Year 1999, great runner, 
excellent condition, 
MoT to 29/10/16 will 
MoT easy
£2000 ono

Tel: 07789 780259 after 6pm

2008 Red Mini One 1.4
With Sunroof
MOT October 2016
69,800 miles
£4,200

Registered � shing vessel ‘Wee Mara’ TT 242

Tel: 07946 961442

Reg certi� cate until 
Nov 2020 16’3” x 6’5”, 
GRP Clinker simulated 
completely refurbished. 
Complete new 
� breglass � oor/inner 
deck by professional 
boat builder, good 
galvanised road trailer. 
Boat ready for engine 
and licence. Oars, 
anchor, ropes, etc. 
Lying Kyle of Lochalsh

£1700
(but any sensible o� er considered)

ORKNEY 520 (2000) 

Tel: 07973 117830 (Arran)

Yamaha 25hp,radio,
chartplotter, 
� sh� nder, bilge 
pumps, swivel seats 
at helm, anchor, 
fenders, warps, 
other extras. Snipe 
multiroller trailer. 
All good condition.

£5000

Tel 01770870207

Kia Sedona
7 seater, reliable 
family car. MOT til 
May 2017, 4 brand 
new tyres, leather 
interior. 06 Plate. 
£1200 ONO

Phone for details 
0790 9804880

2001 Fiat Scudo Van
White, 2 side loading doors, wood lined 
interior, 1 year MOT,  excellent condition 

for age, many new parts � tted.

Tel: 0792 0484 828 (Arran)

Transit Connect Van
2006, 88000 miles, 

MOT until May

£1,500ono

NEW 
CAR

INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

Tel 01546 603627

Ford Focus 1.8 Zetec
MOT until August 
2017
30,000 miles
Immaculate 
condition
£4,300

Tel 07444146519

Peugeot 206 LX 1.1
petrol, 02 plate, 9 
months MOT, 4 good 
tyres, CD player, 
power steering,
lots new parts, 
good on fuel, cheap 
insurance, ideal � rst 
car.
£650 ono

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

IF UNSOLD AFTER 1ST WEEK JUST CALL 
BEFORE TUESDAY 3PM TO GET YOUR SECOND 
WEEK FREE

£32
DRIVETIMES NOW ONLY

Tel: 01631 568000
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IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION 
WITH HIJOBSRECRUITMENT

Operations Manager Bidvest Oban
Bidvest Foodservice is in  a period of exciting 
change  and we currently have a permanent 
vacancy for an Operations Manager at our 
distribution site in Oban.

You will be delivering service excellence daily 
to hundreds of customers over a wide and 
varied distribution area.

Candidates should have previous experience 
within a logistics / distribution background 
with management experience essential.

If you’re interested in the challenge – 
please forward your CV to 

valerielindsay@bidvest.co.uk

Manor House Hotel Oban
We require a commis chef/chef de partie to 
join our team in our 11 bed-roomed hotel 

with rosette awarded restaurant. 
This is a full-time year round position. 

Immediate start.

Contact: Shaun Squire Head Chef
Manor House Hotel, Gallanach Road, 

Oban, PA34 4LS
01631 562087   info@manorhouseoban.com

PRACTICE NURSE REQUIRED
BAND 6 

16 to 20 hours – Permanent Position
We have a vacancy for a reliable, organised and 
efficient practice nurse to join our friendly, three 
branch practice. Our main site is at Connel, and 
we also have surgeries in Taynuilt and Dalmally. 
• A practice population of just over 5,000 in a rural 
setting. 
• A well trained and motivated team of staff. 
• We are a teaching and training practice.  
• Our team includes 7 doctors and 3 nurses and 
we pride ourselves on the quality of care we deliver.
For further information and a full job description, 
please see our website at www.taynuiltmedical.
co.uk
We would actively encourage informal enquiries 
and practice visits. Speak to  Rhona MacGoogan, 
Nurse Team Leader,  or Janice McGhee, Practice 
Manager on 01631 710229 for more details.  
Closing date for applications (by CV and covering 
letter)  Friday 30th September 2016.

Workboat 
Skipper/

Diver required
Previous 

experience of 
working with 

divers.
Please apply in 

writing to 
PO box 23, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB

Ardoran Marine
Office Administrator
A full time position in a marine boatyard o�  ce 
to handle telephone enquiries, general o�  ce 
work with Sage experience essential, online 

parts ordering, self catering bookings with Super 
Control, training available.

Own transport essential.  Wage to be 
negotiated with pension, hours 9am - 5pm 

negotiable.  Contact Colin on 01631 566123 or 
colin@ardoran.co.uk

Oban Taxis
Taxi drivers wanted, 
day or night shift, 

full time or part time.
Telephone 01631 564888.

Secretarial and o�  ce support
25 hours per week

We require an individual with a pleasant and profes-
sional manner to be the � rst point of contact for our 

clients and undertake word processing, audio typing, 
reception and general o�  ce duties. Knowledge of 

Microsoft Word is required. Salary o� ered will depend 
on level of experience.

Please send CV and a covering letter by 15 September to:
The Sta�  Partner at

Albany Chambers, Albany Street, Oban PA34 4AL 
or by e mail to mail@simmers.co.uk

www.simmers.co.uk

Skills Development 
Scotland

Team Leader
If you are a highly motivated customer 

focussed individual who is looking for a 
challenging people management role, 
then we would like to hear from you!  

Careers Adviser 
(Work Coach)

We have an exciting opportunity for an 
experienced employability professional to 
join our team.  You must have a minimum 
of a HND in a Social Science subject and 
ideally you will have the Qualification in 

Career Guidance and Development or be 
willing to work towards.  

For further information and to apply, 
please visit 

www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/
current-vacancies

Both positions are permanent and full 
time covering the Argyll & Bute local 

authority area.
Closing date for applications is Sunday 

11th September 2016.

Argyll College wishes to recruit the following posts, 
based in Lochgilphead:

Centre Administrators
Two part time posts – one post based in each of our campuses in 
Lochgilphead.  As well as administration, the post involves providing 
advice and guidance to students and assisting in marketing and promotion 
activities.
Applicants should be enthusiastic, have excellent communication and 
people skills, good IT skills and work with a high level of accuracy and 
attention to detail. Successful applicants will be subject to an application 
to join Disclosure Scotland Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) Scheme.
Salary is £16,546.78 pro rata
All applications should be made on the application form found on the 
vacancies section of our website www.argyllcollege.ac.uk 
The closing date for applications is Thursday 15th September 2016

Based in our Oban and Lochgilphead centres, we require
Part time tutors 

MS Office Applications 
and/or Computing

Payment is at the standard FE teaching hourly rate.
All applications should be made on the application form found on the 
vacancies section of our website www.argyllcollege.ac.uk  
The closing date for applications is Friday 16th September 2016

Closing date: 23 September 2016.

To apply visit our website

Driver/Pupil Escort (Permanent, part-time)
£15,819 - £16,765  Rock� eld Primary School, Oban Ref: CTF01112

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

LEAD GENERAL 
PRACTICE NURSE

FULL TIME Salary Band 7

ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATIONS 
AND EXPERIENCE
Adult nursing qualification, qualified to Degree 
level. 
Clinical supervision training and experience.
Post-registration experience
Proven recent experience in primary and 
community nursing 
For details of this post and an application form 
please contact:
lochgilphead.surgery@nhs.net 
Or Telephone the Practice Manager on: 01546 
462002
Closing Date for Applications: 
30 September 2016

REQUIRE

EXPERIENCED PLANT FITTER / 
MECHANIC

RELEVANT CERTIFICATES &
VALID LICENCE/S ESSENTIAL

APPLICATIONS TO :- 
HARRY ROSS
07919 214995

OR e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENT
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TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Reference Number

16/03837/FUL

16/03879/FUL

Development  Address

WM Morrison Supermarkets 
PLC, An Aird Road, Fort 
William

Bern View, Canon Gillies 
Place, Arisaig

Proposal Description

Extension to an existing Petrol Filling 
Station Kiosk within the Morrisons 
Site to provide additional retail space

Erection of house with integral garage 
(amendment to 15/02048/FUL). 

Time period for comments is 14 days,  
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES
Call now to place an ad in our Public Notice section.   Tel: 01631 568000

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE
David Stuart Alsop trading as Alsop Transport 
Services of  Braeview, Cuan Road, Seil, Oban 
PA34 4RA is applying to change an existing  
licence as follows  to keep an extra 5 goods 
vehicles and 5 trailers at the operating centre 
at The Yard, Upper Soroba Farm, Soroba, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4SD. Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the operating centre 
who believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be a� ected, should make written 
representations to the Tra�  c Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds 
LS9 6NF stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations to 
the applicant at the address given at the top of 
this notice. A guide to making representations 
is available from the Tra�  c Commissioner’s 
O�  ce.

BLAST AT OUR BANAVIE 
(FORT WILLIAM) 

quarry on Tuesday 13th September 
between the 1200 hrs  and 1400 hrs

Marine (Scotland) Act 2010
Private Single Mooring, 

Loch Feochan, Near Oban
Notice is hereby given that Mr J Still has applied to 
the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 
under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in 
respect of private single mooring at:

 Cost £1000

 Location Latitude Longitude
  Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

 Loch Feochan, 56° 21.270’ N 005°29.496’ W
 Near Oban

 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Council offices, Albany St, Oban.  
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, 
AB11 9DB within 28 days of the date of this notice 
or by email to:
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot quoting reference:
MCMS No 06067
Mr J Still

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATIONS 

J MacGillivray
56, 58 &59 Banavie, 
Kilmallie
0.262 ha – Existing house 
site 
70594 

J MacGillivray
56, 58 &59 Banavie, 
Kilmallie
0.180 ha – Existing house 
site 
70595 

J MacGillivray
56, 58 &59 Banavie, 
Kilmallie
0.205 ha – Existing house 
site 
70596 

Written comments 
from any member of 
the crofting community 
within the locality of the 
croft may be sent to the 
Crofting Commission 
by 07/10/2016 - Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@crof ting.scotland.
gov.uk.

PROPOSED 
ASSIGNATION OF A 

GRAZINGS SHARE(S)

Sheila Cameron is 
applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to assign the grazings 
share(s) pertaining 
to the croft at 70 & 71 
Camaghael (Share) to 
Donald Cameron of 4 Barr 
Crescent, Largs, North 
Ayrshire.
If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or 
some other permanent 
form to the Crofting 
Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW 
(email: info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk) within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of  the advert. 
Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

PROPOSED 
ASSIGNATION OF A 

GRAZINGS SHARE(S)

William Campbell is 
applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to assign the grazings 
share(s) pertaining to the 
croft at 26 Balephetrish 
(share) to Alexander 
Hector MacPhail of 
Clachan, Cornaigmore, 
Isle of tiree, PA77 6XA
If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or 
some other permanent 
form to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NW 
(e-mail info@crofting.
scotland, gov.uk) within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of the advert.
Please note that any 
comments you proved are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

First Registration of a 
Croft

Ian MacEachan and 
Margaret MacEachan 
has registered the croft, 
2 Tiogal, Arisaig and 
Moidart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by April 20, 
2017.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2921

First Registration of a 
Croft

John Roy and Ewan Roy 
has registered the croft, 
12b Lower Carnach, 
Lismore and Appin on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by May 17, 
2017
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C2981

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –
13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below 
during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/02246/PP Erection of replacement slipway Oban Sailing Clubhouse Dungallan 
Park Gallanach Road Oban Argyll 
and Bute PA34 4LS 

Oban Area Office

16/02375/PP Removal of condition 7 of planning 
permission reference 15/00932/PP 
(Demolition of existing secondary school 
and associated outbuildings/structures 
and erection of new secondary school and 
piping pavilion with associated car parking, 
bus drop off facilities, playing fields and 
outbuildings) - requirement for signalised 
junction at Soroba Road/McCall Terrace

Oban High School Soroba Road 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4JB 

Oban Area Office

16/02276/PP Conversion of store to form dwellinghouse 
(retrospective)

Mill Cottage Isle of Coll Argyll and 
Bute PA78 6TB 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Coll

16/02243/PP Erection of extension to existing berthing 
pontoon

Cardingmill Bay Landing Stage 
Gallanach Road Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA34 4LS 

Oban Area Office

16/02258/LIB Erection of illuminated fascia sign and 3 
door plaque signs

26 George Street Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA34 5SB 

Oban Area Office

16/02343/LIB Internal and external works to include; 
Replacing lath and plaster ceiling with 
plasterboard, re-slate roof with West 
Highland Slate, replace cementitious mortar 
with lead flashing’s and re-instate bellcote

Kilninian Church Torloisk Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

16/02236/PP Installation of insulated render system Tigh Na Mara Hawthorn Lane 
Bowmore Isle of Islay Argyll and 
Bute PA43 7HR

Bowmore Area Office 
Isle of Islay

16/02325/PP Demolition of dwellinghouse and garage 
and erection of replacement dwellinghouse 
with detached garage

Dallens Cottage Portnacroish 
Appin Argyll and Bute PA38 4BN 

Sub Post Office Port 
Appin

16/02016/LIB Internal and external alterations to include 
new partitions, formation of upper floor 
to facilitate bedrooms, installation of 
replacement windows, rooflights and new 
door opening to the south east elevation, 
repainting/cleaning of existing walls

The Farmhouse Torosay Square 
Craignure Isle of Mull Argyll and 
Bute PA65 6AY

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Roofl ine
Fascias, Soffi ts & Gutters

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGEMOBILITY

PERSONALS

WINDOW BLINDS

STATIONERY

24 CLASSIFIEDS Thursday 8 September, 2016

PLANT TRAININGGAS SUPPIERS

TRADE SUPPLIES

PERFECT PAVING & 
LANDSCAPING

Driveways, Patios, Fencing, 
Decking, Turfing, etc

Free estimates

Full landscaping design and insulation service.

Tele: 07455504883

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

PAVING & LANDSCAPING

HEATING ENGINER

Jean Gillies would like to thank all 
doctors, nurses, physio department and 
domestics for care received while in the 

Belford. My family, relatives, good friends 
and neighbours for cards, gifts, phone 

calls and visits during my stay in hospital.
Home now and making progress.

Jean, 47 Drumfada Terrace, Corpach.

THANK YOU ALL

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY BOUNCER only used 
a couple of times, ex condi-
tion, sell for,  £5 Telephone 
07709 552411.
BABY SWING CHAIR Fisher 
Price Woodland Friend Swing 
- 6 swing speed setting 10 
melodies & nature sounds 
detachable toy bar excellent 
condition,  £30 Telephone 
07472 652021.
GRACO BABY CAR SEAT 
with hood, only used a couple 
of times, ex condition, sell for,  
£10 Telephone 07709 552411.
GRACO CAR SEAT 1st 
stage Graco car seat with 
base, in vgc as only used 
as a spare, never been in 
an accident,  £30 Telephone 
07899 915430.
HIGH CHAIR seat is white 
and lemon with white legs 
and tray. In very good condi-
tion as only used at Granny’s 
house,  £15 Telephone 07899 
915430.
MACLAREN TRIUMPH  
Pushchair, complete with rain 
cover, VGC,  £40 Telephone 
07927 319119.
TRAVEL COT Graco travel cot 
in vgc, blue and white check,  
£25 Telephone 07899 915430.

 BICYCLES
AMMACO MOUNTAINEER 
silver/blue boys mountain 
bike to suit 7-9 yo, 12” 
alloy frame, 24” wheels, front 
suspension, 18 gears. Good 
condition,  £30 Telephone 
07827 873013.
SPECIALIZED ALLEZ 
SPORT ROAD  Bicycle com-
plete Tiagra groupset, new 
set of Fulcrum Racing Quat-
tro wheels with Schwalbe 
Durango tyres (cost £400), 
carbon seat post and Fizik 
Arione saddle, Deda Zero 
stem and handlebar tape, 
size medium, sold without 
pedals,  £400 Telephone 
07564 904816.

 BOOKS
8 HARDBACK SHERLOCK 
HOLMES novels by Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle, in 
mint condition. Published in 
the 90’s by the Oxford Uni 
Press. Protected by dust 
covers. Campbeltown,  £20 
Telephone 01586 820362.

 BUILDING / DIY
110V TRANSFORMER 5 
K.V.A. 4 outlet, good work-
ing order,  £30 Telephone 
01583 431122.
ASSORTED PLUMBING 
FITTINGS mainly 15 - 22mm, 
450 approx,  £75 Telephone 
01583 431122².

SCAFFOLDING TOWER 
with hand rails,  £50 Tele-
phone 07456 909040.

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER 

£250
SEATS two front rotating 
seats for traffic type van,  
£50 Telephone 07456 
909040.

 CLOTHES, 
SHOES AND 

ACCESSORIES
BOILER SUIT Click work-
wear 46 boilersuit, navy, 
worn 1 x only, has hung 
in shed so dusty,  £10 
Telephone 07827 873013.

 CREELS
12 PRAWN CREELS,  £8 
each Telephone 07769 
717153.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

VAX VACUUM Turbo Force, 
excellent condition,  £99 
Telephone 01546 600045.

 DOMESTIC PETS
PATTERDALE PUPPIES 
for sale.  Telephone 07767 
066664².

 FARMING 
EQUIPMENT

TRACTOR TYRE 420/85 
R34 Alliance Radial Tractor 
Tyre New-Unused, Tarbert, 
Argyll,  £260 Telephone 
01880 820231.

 FURNITURE
2 SEATER SOFA green.,  
£20 ono Telephone 01546 
603654 after 6pm².
BEDSIDE CABINET bought 
ready assembled, bedside 
cabinet limed oak effect, ex 
condition cost £130 new, 
sell for,  £30 Telephone 
07709 552411.
DINING ROOM FURNI-
TURE Oval extending 
dining table with rope edge, 
940w x 1520l, extends 
to 1950, with 6 matching 
chairs, excellent condition, 
£300ono
Matching Corner display 
cabinet with 2 glass doors 
and 2 glass shelves with 
cupboard 
below, 740w x 1870h, £100 
ono. Matching glass fronted 
cupboard unit with shelf and 
2 long side entertainment 
cupboards, 430d x 940w x 
840h, £80ono.  Telephone 
01855 811301².
LLOYD LOOM wicker Chair, 
pink,  £30 ono Telephone 
01546 603654 after 6pm².

MAHOGANY SIDEBOARD 
nice condition, excellent 
storage,  £99 Telephone 
01546 603654 after 6pm².
SINGLE DIVAN BED Silent 
night single divan bed with 
Miracoil mattress and 2 
drawers, good condition,  
£45 Telephone 01852 
300011.
VITMTAGE MAHOGANY 
display cabinet. Glazed 
doors. 3’4” wide x 4’4” high 
x 1’ deep,  £80 Telephone 
01631 710548.

 GARDEN
CAST IRON LAWN ROLL-
ER vintage, in good working 
order, repainted for garden 
display, call for details,  £90 
Telephone 01631 564578.
CAST IRON RAIN  HOP-
PERS for replacement use 
or for garden planters.  Get-
ting hard to fi nd now,  £25 
Telephone 01631 564578.
GRIZZLY EHS 500T  angle 
telescopic electric hedgecut-
ter, 1 year old, little used 
on privet only. Adjustable 
head angle and telescopic 
for awkward hedges,  £75 
Telephone 07827 873013.
SMALL REFURBISHED 
VINTAGE implement and 
wheelbarrow wheels.  Fresh-
ly painted and will make 
great garden feature,  £40 
Telephone 01631 564578.
TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry, FREE 
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Offi ce Hours.
VICTORIAN CHIMNEY 
POTS various shapes and 
colours, ideal garden plant-
ers or ornamental features, 
prices from,  £40 Telephone 
01631 564578.
VINTAGE CARTWHEELS 
Edwardian/Victorian from 
small to very large, re-
painted for garden or hotel 
display, prices start at,  £40 
Telephone 01631 564578.

 GARDEN 
MACHINERY

SHREDDER BOSCH 2000 
garden shredder, good work-
ing order,  £45 Telephone 
01583 431122.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

ELECTRIC FIRE multi-stove 
effect fi re,  £25 Telephone 
07456 909040.
MOBILE GAS HEATER (uni 
part leisure) Upto 15kg Cylin-
ders, 9.5 Kg Weight. Mobile, 
infrared space heater with 
oxygen depletion,  fl ame fail-
ure device,  £50 Telephone 
07587 046400.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

1 GALLON DEMI-JOHNS 12 
Available,  £1each Telephone 
07733 694242².
5 GALLON FERMENTING 
4 available,  £3 each Tele-
phone 07733 694242².
PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and Pink 
colours in stock available in 
A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

CAMEL STOOL lovely walnut 
camel stool, with black leath-
er cushion. excellent con-
dition, can deliver to Oban. 
Call evening,  £25 Telephone 
01852 300154.
METAL BED grey metal dou-
ble bed, excellent condition. 
Already packed, can deliver 
to Oban,  £30 Telephone 
01852 300154.
METAL WALL ART metal 
tree design wall art, size 
height 90cm, width 70cm, 
cost £110 new sell for M,  £30 
Telephone 07709 552411.

PINE OTTOMAN Blanket 
box size height 45cm, width 
81cm, depth 42cm, ex 
condition cost £70 new sell 
for,  £15 Telephone 07709 
552411.
TIFFANY STYLE STAND-
ARD FLOOR  Lamp, ex 
condition cost £140 new sell 
for,    £30 Telephone 07709 
552411.
TIFFANY STYLE TABLE 
LAMP ex condition, cost £90 
new sell for,  £25 Telephone 
07709 552411.
WALL CLOCK Ribbon 
brushed steel wall clock, 
very good condition,  £15 
Telephone 07717 452686.

 HOME OFFICE
WOODEN DESK oak tree, 
beautiful, middle draw, plus 
3 drawers each side. Call 
evening,  £90 Telephone 
01852 300154.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

CHEST FREEZER Norfrost 
6.8 cu/ft freezer 4 years old 
for sale good, condition with 
2 baskets,  collect Inveraray,  
£40 Telephone 01499 
302422.
WASHHAND BASIN white 
wash hand basin and pedes-
tal, complete with taps. Good 
condition,  £45 Telephone 
07717 452686.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 

family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE
18 STAINLESS STEEL 
propellor for outboard,  £80 
Telephone 07769 717153.
INFLATABLE DINGHY 2.6 
METRES with 2 chambers 
and marine ply fl oor, rear 
and middle detachable seats, 
bracket for outboard engine, 
pair of oars and pump,  £190 
Telephone 01499 302709.

 MISCELLANEOUS
K I T C H E N / B A K E R Y 
EQUIPMENT Hobart 3 
phase oven, Williams 
Retarder fridge, 2 stain-
less steel tables, air con 
unit, bakery trolley, small 
stainless steel trolley. 
Telephone 07966 462301.
TABLE FOOTBALL, GARL 
high quality foosball table, 
adult size, Garlando 
G3000 model, excellent 
condition, suit pub or 
games room etc, no offers,  
£99 Telephone 07827 
873013.
VELCRO CHAIN HOIST 
500kg,  £50 Telephone 
07769 717153.

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

OPTIMUS SV Flip Front Mo-
torcycle Helmet, large size 
(59-60cm), grey/matt black/
safety yellow fl ashes.  Used 

twice (wrong size) in original 
box with carry bag,  £40.00 
Telephone 01546 602839.

 OUTDOOR 
SPORTS

EQUIPMENT
GOLF CLUB Taylor made v 
steel with head cover, very 
good condition,  £35 Tele-
phone 07717 452686.
PEDAL GO KART strong 
frame,  rubber tyres, adjustable 
seat. 7 years up to adult, £99 
Telephone 01852 314021.

 PET 
ACCESSORIES

DOG CAGE  105cm x 70cm 
x 70cm collapsible dog cage, 
metal, 2 doors, decent size,  
£20 Telephone 07827 873013.

 PHOTOGRAPHY
METZ PRO FLASH GUN 
boxed new.  Retails at 
£200,  £80 Telephone 01631 
563232.
OLYMPUS 1.4 TELE CON 
as new, Retails £200,  £50 
Telephone 01631 563232.

OLYMPUS 50m - 200” T in 
case, as new. Cost £600,  £95 
Telephone 01631 563232.

 POULTRY
SKYE PULLETS & Guinea 
Fowl, black or brown or pure 
breeds. Telephone 01470 
572213.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PARTY INVITES Custom-
ised to suit any style or 
occasion, come supplied with 
envelopes. 50 invites and 
envelopes from £28.  From 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.
WRITING PAPER and 
matching envelopes, printed 
with your address.  Sets 
from £33. From Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 TRAILERS
TRAILER LIGHTING BOARD 
5 feet wide, white plastic, 
with cable and plug. As new 
condition, used once,  £20 
Telephone 01546 602839.

FOR SALE
5,000 

quality 
used slates

TEL 07767 
814677
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MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Michael Russell,  Argyll and Bute MSP.

Mull Eagle Watch and Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell shortlisted for Nature of Scotland Awards

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
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www.obantimes.co.uk
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Thought for the week
Matthew 6: 33 ‘But seek fi rst His kingdom and His righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well.’

Jesus presented evidence that worry is irreverent, for it fails to 
believe that God is in control, that the God who gave us life is 
sustaining it. Worry is irrelevant because it does not change things 
nor help us cope with problems. And worry is irresponsible; it 
burns up energy that should be used constructively to address the 
problem. Jesus used the birds of the air to illustrate freedom from 
anxiety, the lilies of the field to illustrate freedom from status-
seeking, and the grass of the field to illustrate our need to assess 
priorities. (He admonishes us in verse 27 saying that worry cannot 
add anything to our life; yet it may limit it.) Obviously, getting to 
know God in a personal way should be our greatest priority in 
life. If we plan on spending eternity with Him then it seems like a 
good idea to get acquainted with Him now. After all the disasters 

we can think of, it may be later than we think. You soon may meet 
Him face to face. Understanding how quickly life goes by and how 
long eternity is should teach us to have the right priorities. We are, 
in a sense, here today and gone tomorrow James 4:14 ‘Why, you 
do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? 
You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.’ 
We must have our priorities right in order to take full advantage of 
life. What are our priorities in life? What are our priorities for any 
given day? The thrust of Jesus’s lesson is found in verse 33.’But 
seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you.’ Seek first reveals Jesus concern for the 
priorities of our life.
                                                     Bill Harvey

Smith - McNicholas
Both families are delighted to announce the wedding of Scott 
Smith, Oban to Rose McNicholas, London which took place 
Saturday August, 13 at the picturesque setting Lunga House, 

Croabh Haven, Argyll.

WEDDING

Ruaridh Cameron Maclean
Graduated with an HND in Television Production from 
Glasgow Clyde College. Son of Iain and Susan Maclean, 

Edinburgh. Grandson of Alasdair and Jean Maclean, 
Tobermory.

GRADUATION

Elizabeth Campbell
Recently graduated with a MA History (Honours) from the 
University of Aberdeen, Elizabeth is the daughter of George 

and Morven Campbell, Taynuilt, granddaughter of John 
MacCallum and the late Alma MacCallum, Taynuilt and 
the youngest granddaughter of the late George and Anne 

Campbell, Dunbeg. Elizabeth is a former pupil of Achaleven 
Primary School and Oban High School. Elizabeth is now 

studying for a Postgraduate Diploma in Primary Education 
at the University of Glasgow.

Gemma Charlotte Maclean
Graduated with a BA in Industrial Design from Edinburgh 

Napier University. Daughter of Iain and Susan Maclean, 
Edinburgh. Granddaughter of Alasdair and Jean Maclean, 

Tobermory.

BIRTHS

MAIN - Stephen and Gemma 
(née McMaster) are delighted 
to announce the birth of their 
beautiful daughter, Ellie Catherine, 
born on August 31, 2016 at 
Aberdeen Maternity Hospital. 
First grandchild for Matthew and 
Morven (Oban) and Colin and 
Brenda (Aberdeen).

DEATHS 

BREARLEY - David, of 
25 Easdale Island, Oban, died 
peacefully at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital on September 1, 2016.  
Sadly missed.
MACFADYEN - Peacefully, 
at the Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban, on September 4, 2016, 
in her 79th year, Johan, (nee 
Mackenzie), beloved wife of 
the late Johnny Macfadyen, Port 
Ramsay, Lismore, loving mum 
of Alan, Alasdair and Mairi. 
Much loved sister, mother-in-
law, nana and friend.  Sadly 
missed.  Funeral will take 
place at Oban Parish Church, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban on 
Monday, September 12, 2016 at 
1.00 p.m.  Thereafter to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery, Oban.  Family fl owers 
only, donations if desired, to 
Argyll Beats Cardiovascular 
Disease.
MACFARLANE - Peacefully 
at home, surrounded by his 
family, on September 3, 2016, 
in his 62nd year, Alexander, 
(Bachie), beloved husband 
of Catherine, dear father of 
Alexander and Catherine Ann, 
much loved grandpa of Michael 
and Sandi. A dear brother, 
brother-in-law, uncle and friend 
to many. Celebration of his Life 
to be held at Oban Parish Church, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban, on 
Friday September 9, 2016 at 
1.00 p.m. Thereafter to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

CAMERON - The family of the 
late Gregor Cameron would like 
to thank everyone most sincerely 
for the many kind expressions 
of sympathy and support, and 
for cards, fl owers, kind words 
and telephone calls received in 
their recent sad loss.  Special 
thanks to doctors and nursing 
staff at Mid Argyll Hospital 
and staff at Inveraray Surgery 
for the kind care and attention 
received. Thanks also to Rev 
Roderick Campbell for his visits 
and wonderful service, to Calum 
McPhail for his fi ddle music and 
to organist, Pam Dumas Ekin, to 
Stan Lupton Funeral Directors 
for the professional handling of 
all arrangements, to the George 
Hotel for excellent catering and 
to everyone who paid their last 
respects at church and graveside 
and donated so generously to 
Glenorchy Parish Church. Thank 
you all.
DRUMMOND - The family 
of the late Charles would like 
to thank relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the love and 
support given to them at a very 
diffi cult time. Special thanks 
to Dr Ewan Glen and all the 
nursing staff for the wonderful 
care of Charlie. Thanks also to 
Rev. George Cringles for his 
unfailing supportive visits and 
for a comforting service and also 
to Ian MacInnes of D&A Munn 
for his help and thoughtfulness 
and to the Royal Hotel for 
catering. Finally thanks to all 
who attended the funeral. The 
sum of £1021.16 was raised for 
Macmillan Nursing Care and 
Marie Curie.
OWEN -  Tom, Lily, Elizabeth 
and families wish to thank all 
relatives and friends for their 
kind expressions of sympathy by 
way of cards, letters, telephone 
calls and the beautiful fl oral 
tributes since the sad loss of 
our mum, gran and great gran 
on August 18, 2016. Special 
thanks to Abbeyfi eld for their 
care and compassion, Rev 
Malcolm Kinnear for conducting 
a most comforting service, to 
Scott Greenlees for all funeral 
arrangements, support and 
kindness shown to our family, 
thanks also to Hugh, Michelle 
and staff at the Highland 
Getaway for catering.

SWAINSON - Peacefully with 
his family by his side on July 22, 
2016, Tony Swainson beloved 
husband of the late Rachel, 
loving and much loved daddy 
of Jacqueline and Marie, also a 
dearly loved gramps of Michael 
and Craig. The family would like 
to sincerely thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for the 
kind expressions of sympathy 
and support extended to them 
in their recent sad bereavement; 
personally, by visits, phone calls, 
cards, flowers, and sharing lovely 
stories of our precious daddy. 
Thank you to the paramedic team, 
Craig Nevis Surgery; especially Dr 
John Wallace and all the amazing 
nurses and homecare team who 
came faithfully and attended to 
daddy in his final years. Grateful 
thanks to Invernevis Day Care 
and William the dog whom he 
adored, the Carr Gomm girls who 
always put a smile on his face 
when they came for a visit, also 
the social work team and dementia 
nurse who were always at hand 
when needed. Special thank you 
to Father Roddy McAuley for 
his pastoral care and for leading 
Daddy’s Requiem Mass at St. 
John’s RC Church, thanks also to 
John McLellan Funeral Directors, 
and especially Scott Greenlees for 
the wonderful attention to detail in 
the arrangements and the excellent 
care given to our Daddy. Finally, 
thanks to those who attended the 
church and generously donated 
£397.36 to Dementia Scotland & 
Craig Nevis Surgery. Daddy was a 
kind, generous, fun loving character, 
who will be sorely missed by us 
all. Back in the arms of his beloved 
Rachel. (Our Mammy) R.I.P.

MEMORIAMS

CAMPBELL – In memory of 
our loving mother passed away 
September 6, 2015.
Loved and remembered always
- Peter, Michelle and grandson 
Stephen
CONROY - Annabella 
(née MacKenzie). Precious 
memories of my dear wife Ella, 
who passed away September 
7, 2015 aged 88. Loved and 
remembered by all the family. 
Missed every day.
Born Barcaldine Castle, 
Benderloch, returned there 
by the family with a special 
remembrance tree. She asked 
for little, but gave a lot.
- Ever more from your husband 
Danny.
CRAVEN - In loving memory 
of our mum and nana who passed 
away September 13, 1971.
An empty space no-one can fi ll
We miss you now and always will
- Marleen, Allan and family
MACCALLUM - In loving 
memory of a special mother, 
nana and aunt Catriona, who died 
September 8, 1991. 
The years may pass but still you 
stay as near and dear as yesterday.
- Donald and family, Tiree and 
Somerset.

MACDONALD - Catherine, 
died September 12, 2006.
Mum where has that 10 years 
gone. Mum, no words, no verse 
could ever say, How much I miss 
you every day. A loving thought, 
a silent tear. Forever wishing you 
were here.
- Inserted by John. xx
MACDONALD - Nanna, 
though absent you are very near
Still loved, still missed and very dear.
- John Paul. xx
MACDONALD – Precious 
memories of Kelly, died 
September 9, 2015.
Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure
You’re loved beyond words 
And missed beyond measure.
- Mum, dad and Shaun xx
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of Kelly, died 
September 9, 2015.
We miss you so much.
- Granny and Graham.
MACDONALD -Treasured 
memories of Kelly, died 
September 9, 2015. 
Not only was it one of life’s 
pleasures to know you. 
It wasn’t hard to love you and 
you taught us all how to keep 
on fi ghting.
Love and miss you
- Sand, Arth and Gaz.
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of a dear mother 
and grandmother Margaret 
MacDonald, who passed away 
September 8, 2013.
Remembering you is easy
We do it every day
It’s just the pain of losing you
That never goes away.
- William, Mary and families.
MACDOUGALL -
Remembering with all our love, 
William Rose, died September 
13, 1970 and Peteressa (née 
Currie), died September 7, 2003.
- Inserted by their family, 
Duncan, Mary, Margaret and 
grandchildren Scott and Jenny.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of my dear son and 
brother Neil Alexander, died 
September 14, 1996.
In my heart forever.
- Mum.
Treasured memories silently kept
Of all loved ones passed
We will never forget
- Jessie and family, Inchree.
MOYES - In loving memory 
of Ted, a dear dad and grandpa 
who died September 9, 2014.
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard but always near
Still loved, still missed and very dear.
- Anne, Caroline, Ted and families.
STEWART – In loving 
memory of Mary Jane, who 
died September 11, 1999, a 
much loved mother and granny.
Always remembered.
- Margaret, Allan, Emma, Beth 
and Aidan xx

GRADUATION

THE Mull Eagle Watch 
and Argyll and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell have been 
shortlisted for Nature of 
Scotland Awards.

The full shortlist for the 
awards was revealed this 
week and saw Mull Eagle 
Watch been nominated for 
two honours - Community 
Initiative and Nature Tour-
ism, and local Mr Russell 
listed for Politician of the 
Year. 

The Mull Eagle Watch 
project has been nominated 
because it offers ranger-led 
visits to view Scotland’s 
white-tailed eagles at 
their nest and is a five-star 
VisitScotland experience as 
well as the recipient of the 
Green Tourism Business 
Scheme’s gold status.  

Mr Russell, the SNP 
government’s Brexit min-
ister, is in the running for 

Politician of the Year due to 
his commitment to raising 
environmental standards in 
Scotland. The award will be 
given to the politician that 
has made an outstanding 
contribution to nature 
conservation in the past 
year. The award is open to 
any elected representative 
who has links to Scotland 
or Scottish nature.  

The Nature of Scotland 
Awards celebrate the 
people, projects and 
organisations across the 
country working to protect 
Scotland’s internationally 
renowned wildlife and 
habitats. 

The winners will be 
revealed at a black-tie 
dinner on November 24 at 
Prestonfield House Hotel 
in Edinburgh. Wildlife TV 
presenter and naturalist 
Chris Packham will host 
the event with over 300 
guests attending. 

KATRINA RASMUSSEN
krasmussen@obantimes.co.uk
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Surf’s up at Gathering of the Clans
Sur� ng

Moray                  36
Lochaber                         7
BT Caledonia 2NW

Rugby

GATHERING of the Clans is 
a Scottish surfing team compe-
tition organised by the Scottish 
Surfing Federation. 
 The main purpose of the event 
is to unite Scottish surfers 
through a surfing competition 
and to promote the sport in 
Scotland. Surfing is going to be 
a new sport in the Tokyo 2020 
Olympics. The Gathering of 
the Clans is an annual competi-
tion and this year it was hosted 
by the newly-formed Tiree Surf 
Club. 

The isle of Tiree has become 
a very sought after destination 
for surfers and surfing has be-
come popular on Tiree attract-
ing hundreds of visitors to its 
shores to enjoy the consistent 
waves and good weather.

Tiree Surf Club is the brain-
child of Marti and Iona Larg, 
proprietors of Blackhouse 
Watersports, after their son 
Ben and Tiree local Finn 
MacDonald were selected to 
represent Scotland at the 2016 
International Surfing Asso-
ciation World Junior Surfing 
Games in the Azores. 

Their vision for the club is to 
promote surfing at grass roots 
level and to give young people 
of Tiree an opportunity to 
enjoy the outdoors in a fun way. 

The club has been running 
for about eight months and 
has around 20 junior surfers 
committed every Saturday for 
surfing action. 

Thanks to Blackhouse Water-
sports, the club has exclusive 
use of all their surf school 
equipment and use of their 
beach hut at Balevullin, which 

provides a place to change and 
acts as a clubhouse.

The 2016 Gathering of the 
Clans attracted five teams of 10 
surfers from all over Scotland 
who competed in open men’s, 
open ladies, masters, junior 
and longboard - surfboards 
over nine feet - divisions. Each 
surfer earns points for their 
overall team score but are also 
competing for coveted division 
titles.

The contest kicked off on 
Friday August 26 at Balevullin 
in contestable 2-3 foot onshore 
conditions. 

Though tough, the level of 
surfing was of a very high 
standard and competition was 
fierce. 

On finals day, Sunday August 
28, surfers were greeted with 
clean 2-3 foot waves at Bale-
phuil. Floaters, off the tops and 
noserides were the moves of the 
day and some very high scores 
were logged. The day ended at 
Balevullin where all the surfers 
enjoyed a get together. 

Results: Open Mens - 1 Finn 
MacDonald; 2 Mark Boyd; 
3 Jamie Marshall; 4 Craig 
Sutherland. Open Ladies - 1 
Dee Ripoll; 2 Iona Turner; 3 
Jen Wood; 4 Phoebe Strachan 
(NSSC). Masters - 1 Craig 
Sutherland; 2 Paul Le Roux; 3 
Cahal; 4 Marti Larg. Juniors 
- 1 Iona McLachlan; 2 Robbie 
McNicol; 3 Ben Larg; 4 Elliot 
Young. Longboard - 1 Paul Le 
Roux; 2 Chris Clarke; 3 Donald 
Peace; 4 Jamie Marshall. The 

final team winner was North 
Shore Surf Club. Tiree Surf 
Club thanks the Scottish Surf-

ing Federation for putting on 
the event and their sponsors, 
Blackhouse Watersports, Tiree 

Community Development 
Trust, CalMac, Argyll Estates, 
Tiree Pottery and Staunch. 

Sur� ng action from the Gathering of the Clans event on Tiree.

YOUTH rugby in Oban has 
had a busy start to the season 
with fixtures for the 2016/17 
season beginning last week.

Under 18s
Oban’s under 18 rugby team 
played their first game of 
the season away to Hillhead 
School in the Scottish Cup. 
The Oban side, which included 
four players from Tobermory 
High School, won the game 
41-35. The team now faces a 
tough game against St Aloysius 
College in Oban on Wednesday 
September 14 in the second 
round of the competition.

On Saturday they hosted their 
first home match in over a year 
in a 45-14 loss to Newton Stew-
art. Oban, who had a depleted 
squad, played well despite the 
scoreline.

The team plays their second 
league fixture of the season at 

Oban youth rugby update
Oban under 18s before their 41-35 win over Hillhead.

home this Saturday against Ar-
drossan. Coach Murray Ham-
ilton should have a full squad 
of players to choose from. Kick 
off is at 1pm at Glencruitten.

Under 16s
The under 16 side played their 
first game of the season on 
Sunday at Glencruitten and 
ran out 40-16 win against 
Uddingston. Try scorers for 
Oban were Tommy MacQuade 
(2), Aaron McCall (2), David 
Cameron and captain Euan 
MacLean. Angus Neil success-
fully converted five out of six 
conversions.

The 16’s are away to Balfron 
in the first round of the Scottish 
Cup on Wednesday and travel 
to play Cambuslang RFC in 
their first away league fixture 
of the season on Saturday.
Under13s and Under 14s
An impressive Glasgow Hawks 

team were visitors to Oban on 
Sunday. 
Hawks ran out convincing 
winners in the end against a 
spirited Oban team.
 The 14s have no fixture this 
weekend with the next game at 
home to Strathaven on Septem-
ber 18. There was no 13s fixture 
on Sunday as Uddingston could 
not raise a team. The 13s travel 
to Hamilton on Sunday for 
their first game of the season.

Girls’ rugby
Oban’s under 18 girls team 
will take part in the West 
Cup Qualifier Competition 
at Whitecraigs RFC, Newton 
Mearns, Glasgow, on Thursday 
September 8. The girls also 
have a friendly away to Caith-
ness on Sunday.

TEN RUGBY coaches from 
Isle of Mull RFC and Oban 
Lorne RFC completed their 
UKCC Level 1 in Coaching 
Rugby Union last weekend 
at Isle of Mull’s clubhouse at 
Garmony.

The weekend-long course was 
attended by five coaches from 
each club from their respective 
mini and youth sections.

Course tutor Nic Humphries 
and coach educator Allan 
Wright were left impressed by 
the knowledge and good exam-
ples of coaching practice shown 
by all of the candidates.

The completion of this course 
will have a positive outcome 
on the mini and youth rugby 
sections in Mull and Oban.

Coaches who attended the 
course will now be able to 
broaden their ability to deliver 

Mull and Oban coaches complete
UKCC coaching course

Youth rugby

safe, fun and well planned 
coaching sessions to get the 
best out of young players.

Anyone interested in coach-
ing or refereeing rugby in 

Argyll and Bute should contact 
Rugby Development Officer 
Allan Wright at 07867 425973 
or allan.wright@argyll-bute.
gov.uk

The participants who completed their Level 1 course 

LOCHABER travelled to Mo-
ray on Saturday having been hit 
by some late call offs. 

Despite this, the squad was in 
good spirits and with a number 
of positional changes forced 
as a result of the call offs they 
kicked off against a Moray side 
who had a strong squad and a 
full set of replacements.
 After the first 10 minutes, both 
sides were testing each other’s 
defences and it was a very even 
contest.
 The first scrum came and 
Moray looked like they had 
been waiting for this set piece 

TEAMS of high school pupils 
raced each other at Lochcar-
ron’s annual Gunn Trophy 
regatta. 

And for the first time in 15 
years the event was won by a 
sailing team outwith their club 
– the last and only other time 
it was taken from Lochcarron 
was by Skye Sailing Club in the 
early ‘noughties’.

Each year young sailors from 
the Highland region test their 
sailing skills against one anoth-
er for a scale replica of a British 
Navy cannon named after the 
late Douglas Gunn, who was 
Commodore of Lochcarron 
Sailing Club in the 1990s.

In mixed wind conditions and 
with a strong spring tide, it took 
some guile and quick learning 
to fathom out the local con-
ditions. Lochcarron’s teams 
knew where advantages lay, 
with Matthew Goodman and 
Finlay McCallum performing 
particularly strongly. However, 
ultimately, it was the consisten-
cy of the Skye sailors, all from 
Portree High School, that saw 

Lochaber hit by late call-o� s but do 
themselves proud in defeat at Moray 

to use their size advantage to 
dominate the young visiting 
pack. But the Lochaber boys 
had not read that part of the 
script and promptly pushed the 
Moray pack off their own ball 
and went on the attack.
 This seemed to lift the visiting 
side but the scores stayed nil-
nil up to the 30th minute when 
Moray scored a controversial 
try after the line judge had 
flagged for in-touch but then 
took his flag down.
 This decision lifted the home 
side who then camped on the 
Lochaber line for nearly ten 
minutes during which time 
Lochaber suffered a double 
whammy when their captain 
had to leave the field following 

a knock and then they had a 
player sin binned.
 The home side took advan-
tage and scored but Lochaber 
rallied and went on to score a 
well-deserved try.
 During the second half, with 
Lochaber down to 14 men, the 
home side rattled in two more 
tries. Lochaber’s heads didn’t 
go down though and they bat-
tled away. They nearly scored 
again but the Lochaber winger 
was tackled off the ball by his 
opposite number which result-
ed in Moray being reduced to 
14 men for the last ten minutes.

Despite Lochaber dominating 
the last 10 they couldn’t breach 
the Moray line.
 The scoreline didn’t reflect 

the game and the home players 
and large crowd felt relieved at 
the final whistle as they man-
aged to grind out the win.
 Despite losing on the opening 
day, Lochaber were justifiable 
proud of their display and look 
to build on this in the league 
campaign. 

They proved that if they just 
had a few more players and 
weren’t hit by call offs they 
would be challenging in the 
league.

Lochaber are on the road and 
ferries this weekend when they 
travel to Stornoway.

Skye Sailing wrestle Gunn Trophy from Lochcarron

Highland senior school pupils celebrate an excellent day out on the water.

them finally take the model 
cannon away by six points.

Lochcarron Commodore 
David Murray congratulated 
Skye Commodore Hugh Mac-

Donald on his team’s success, 
vowing to fight hard for the 
trophy’s return next season and 
thanked the many volunteers 
and instructors that work so 

tirelessly behind the scenes, 
continuing to make sailing 
in the area so strong and in-
creasingly popular with young 
adults.

Sailing

AN EXCELLENT day’s play in last 
Saturday’s Boyd Fours culminated in 
a final which required an extra end 
before the winners emerged.

It was the team of Bill Goldie, 
David McLaren, Ian Boyd, skip, and 
Ian MacMillan who deservedly won, 
although the runners up, Maureen 
Goldie, skip, Mike Kelly, Duncan 
MacCall and Jim MacGregor made 
them fight all the way.

The Boyd Fours winners. 

Bowls

Extra end required     
in Boyd Fours � nal
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Finnart                                1
Oban Saints            3
Scottish Cup – fi rst round
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £3500
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons.

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

K Campbell
Islay Road
Oban

B Coughlan
Hillside
Dunbeg

Saints march on in Scottish Cup

Magnus turns out 
for Edinburgh

OBAN Saints successfully 
negotiated an extremely tricky 
Scottish Amateur Cup first 
round away tie at former Scot-
tish Amateur Football League 
rivals Finnart last Saturday.
 All seven previous encounters 
with the men from Bridgeton 
being tight affairs, the tie was 
therefore approached with a 
degree of trepidation that this 
season’s Scotttish Cup adven-
ture could falter at the first 
hurdle. 
 Ultimately the nervousness 
proved unfounded and Saints 
produced a largely dominant 
display against the Caledonian 
League Division 1B table 
toppers to safely secure their 
passage into the second round.

 The narrow pitch made it dif-
ficult for Saints to get behind 
the Finnart defence. However, 
when the opening did present 
itself in the 18th minute Saints 
exploited it ruthlessly. Myles 
McAuley won possession on the 
halfway line and quickly played 
the ball forward to Donald 
Campbell on the right. Donald 
worked a give and go with 
Craig MacEwan and set off up 
the right wing past full-back 
Andrew Robertson. Donald hit 
the byeline and lofted a deep 
cross to the back post, where 
Paul Kerr had made a good run 
to nod the ball into the path of 
Craig MacEwan, who made no 
mistake from six yards.

With little service coming 

their way, Finnart’s front pair-
ing of Dale Wallace and Ryan 
McLean were being kept well in 
check by Marc Maccallum and 
Dene Cassells, and set pieces 
looked to be the home side’s 
best hope of getting on the 
score sheet.

Myles McAuley gave them just 
the opportunity they wanted 
in the 26th minute with a rash 
challenge on Paul McLean, 
resulting in a free kick on the 
Finnart left midway inside the 
Saints’ half. Finnart’s deadball 
expert, Andrew Robertson, 
sent a dangerous cross into the 
box for Dale Wallace who got 
between Marc Maccallum and 
Dene Cassells but mistimed 
his header, getting underneath 
the ball and heading it high and 
wide of Thomas McCulloch’s 
left hand post.

Saints then upped the tempo 
a notch, increasing the pressure 
on the home defence for the 
closing 15 minutes of the first 
half. On the half-hour mark, 
Donald Campbell and Craig 
MacEwan linked up well on 
the edge of the box, from where 
Donald had a left-foot shot 
blocked. The loose ball broke 
to Willie Gemmell supporting 
on the left and he lofted a cross 
to the back post for Craig Mac-
Ewan whose close range header 
was well saved by Brian Paton, 
showing good reactions to push 
the ball over his bar.

Paton was in action again 
just moments later, diving full 
length to his left to gather a 
Donald Campbell shot from 
22 yards. Craig MacEwan then 

had a 33rd-minute shot deflect-
ed wide for a corner.

 Despite being well on top, the 
visitors couldn’t get a second 
goal and they had to be content 
with a slender 1-0 lead at half-
time.

Frustratingly, after such a 
dominant first-half perfor-
mance, Saints continued their 
alarming recent trait of slow 
second-half starts, and allowed 
Finnart back into the game 
within four minutes of the re-
start. Dene Cassells conceded 
a cheap corner kick, knocking a 
hopeful long ball behind when 
a shout from Thomas McCull-
och would have seen the ball 
run harmlessly through to the 
goalkeeper.

Predominantly right-footed 
left back Andrew Robertson 
put his corner kick right into 
the danger area for central de-
fender Kieren Molloy to run off 
Myles McAuley and head home 
the equaliser from six yards.

Saints reacted well to this 

setback and re-established 
their midfield dominance but 
still had to be wary of Finnart’s 
set pieces which remained their 
main threat. 

Just before the hour mark, 
manager Alex Craik gave Paul 
Carmichael his first run out 
of the season after recovering 
from injury, putting him on to 
replace Ross Maitland, who 
had acquitted himself well in 
an unfamiliar withdrawn role.

The substitution proved to be 
an inspired one, with Paul get-
ting his name on the scoresheet 
just three minutes after coming 
on. Craig MacEwan and Myles 
McAuley linked up well on 
the right with Myles powering 
forward before cutting the ball 
back to Paul Carmichael, who 
cracked a fierce shot Geoff 
Hurst-style off the underside of 
the crossbar and over the goal 
line before the ball ended up in 
the arms of goalkeeper Paton. 

The Finnart players com-
plained long and hard that the 
ball hadn’t crossed the line 
but, even without a Russian 
linesman to assist him, referee 
James Gallacher, who had a 
good game, was confident it 
had and awarded the goal. 

Spurred on by a sense of in-
justice, Finnart continued their 
aerial assault from Robertson’s 
deadly set pieces but the Saints 
defence remained firm with 
Kieren Molloy’s frustrations 
boiling over earning him a 

yellow card for an over-zealous 
challenge on Marc Maccallum. 

Paul Carmichael’s powerful 
running from midfield was 
proving a handful for the home 
side and Philip Morrison had 
his name taken by Mr Gallach-
er for pulling back the Saints 
substitute inside the centre 
circle.

Worse was to follow for Fin-
nart in the 75th minute when 
Kieren Molloy upended Carmi-
chael earning himself a second 
yellow card in the process. 

Saints set about making 
their numerical advantage pay 
and forced Brian Paton into 
another smart save from Paul 
Carmichael. 

The Finnart keeper was on 
hand two minutes later to 
produce another excellent save 
to deny Donald Campbell from 

a narrow angle. However, his 
good work was undone by a 
rash challenge on Craig Mac-
Ewan by David McHendrie, 
which gave Donald Campbell 
the opportunity to make the tie 
safe from the penalty spot. The 
Saints top scorer was clinical 
with his finish, thumping the 
ball high into the net giving the 
keeper no chance.

Manager Craik used the 
remaining time to give run-
outs to Matthew Kelly, Craig 
Campbell and Dean Smith, 
replacing Willie Gemmell, 
David McArthur and Donald 
Campbell respectively.

Saints survived one last free 
kick from Andrew Robertson 
before referee Gallacher’s 
final whistle brought a good 
all-round performance against 
difficult opponents from last 
season’s beaten semi-finalists 
to a close, confirming their 
place in this season’s second 
round draw.

Manager Alex was delighted 
with the performance. He said: 
‘This was a potential banana 
skin, but we played well and 
dominated most of the game 
and fully deserved to be in the 
hat for the second round.’

The Oban side are on their 
travels again on Saturday when 
they take on Inverclyde at 
Rankin Park in a league game. 

Football

Donald Campbell slams home the penalty to make the score 3-1.

Craig MacEwan, No 8, sends this header wide of  target.  Photos and match report: Derek Black

Paul Carmichael is upended by  
Kieren Molloy which earned 

the Finnart defender a
 second yellow card.

BJJ
Oban MMA took a small team 
of four to Glasgow’s SECC to 
take part in the prestigious 
ADCC five nations champion-
ships. Not only would they be 
representing their club but also 
Scotland against very seasoned 
and high level competition.

All competitors would repre-
sent a home nation and points 
would be added at the end of 
the tournament to see who 
would lift the five nations cup. 

The rule set being slightly 
different to what is ‘normal’ in 
BJJ and being more focused 
on submissions and having less 
rules proved no obstacle as the 

team took home a haul of seven 
medals.

Chris Rowan took bronze 
in the intermediate absolute 
division, Sean Rowan took 
home a silver and bronze in his 
weight division and absolute, 
Jamie ‘Jay Jay’ Mckay took 
silver in both divisions and club 
coach Coogie Potter became 
the heavyweight masters inter-
mediate winner taking gold 
from tough Slovenian who is 
ranked above him in belts and 
holding many recent tourna-
ment victories in higher belt 
divisions.

The day was topped off with 
the team receiving silver in the 

rankings and Scotland winning 
overall, which was a great end 
to a fantastic day.

The club’s record for placing 
at competitions is amazing for 
such a small town especially 
with this tournament being 
the first at intermediate level 

for Chris and James who still 
placed in a far more experi-
enced field of competitors.

 If anyone is interested in try-
ing out Jiu Jitsu either for fun, 
fitness or to one day compete,  
get yourself along to one of the 
clubs many classes. The hardest 

bit is walking through that door.
For club info, contact Coogie 

on coogiepots@gmail.com

Kyokushinkai Karate
The club’s annual beach train-
ing event and barbecue took 
place with participants from 
Oban, Lochgilphead and Stir-
ling. The training took place at 
Kilmory beach in mixed weath-
er, although that didn’t stop the 
members training in the sea.

Anyone interested in learning 
this traditional style of karate 
should contact Iain Rodger on 
07584 166542 or iain@ikku.
co.uk.

Shukokai Karate
Training continues as normal 
with the clubs back in full swing 
after the summer break.  
 Anyone thinking of taking up 
this martial art should contact 
Kenny Gray on kenni.gray@
btinternet.com.

Kickboxing
Senshi Do student profile.

Name: Logan Galbraith.
Age: seven.
D.O.B: 04/05/09.
School: Rockfield.
Years training: three.
Belt: 3rd Kyu brown.

Favourite technique: jumping 
spinning back kick.

Favourite combo:  jab, right 
cross, jumping spinning back 
kick.

Best tournament result: third 
in Clicker.

Ambition: to represent GB in 
swimming at the Olympics.

Training continues as usual, 
Wednesdays at 6.30pm for 
juniors and 7.30pm for seniors, 
Sundays at 11am for juniors, 
noon for seniors and wom-
en-only sessions at 2pm. 

For more information contact 
Wullie Rodger on: shihanwill@
gmail.com.

Seven-year-old Logan Galbraith in action at a kickboxing class. 

Kyokushinkai Karate Club members take to the water during their beach training event at
Kilmory Beach. 

Oban BJ members with their medals after the � ve nations 
championships held in Glasgow.

MEN’S section: September 
medal – 1 Donald Brown Snr. 
72-11-61; 2 Graham Davidson 
72-07-65; 3 Calum MacLean 
80-07-65.

Order of merit for summer 
Season won by Graham 
Davidson who also won the 
Brockville Cup for least 
strokes.

THE stableford finals were 
held at Glencruitten last 
weekend with Stephen Fox 
winning the event with 38 
points (10). Willie McAdam (5) 
and Cameron Milne (2) were 
runners up with 34 points.
 On Saturday the medal finals 
take place.
 Robert MacIntyre has 
an invitation to play in the 
Volopa Irish Challenge on the 
Challenge Tour to be held in 
Ireland this week.

Magnus Bradbury.

FORMER Oban Lorne 
rugby player Magnus Bradbury 
turned out for Edinburgh in 
their Guinness Pro 12 league 
match against Cardiff Blues 
last Saturday. Unfortunately 
Edinburgh lost 34-16. 
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Kinlochshiel’s delight at winning fi rst 
senior trophy

Inveraray’s Ali Macdonald tangles with Kinlochshiel’s John 
MacRae. Photo: Kevin McGlynn.

’Shiel manager Colin Fraser gets caught up in the celebrations. 
Photo: Neil Paterson.

A delighted Kinlochshiel captain David Falconer ges his hands on 
the Macaulay Cup. Photo: Neil Paterson.

Artemis Macaulay 
Cup Final
Inveraray 3 
Kinlochshiel 5
Kinlochshiel made history 
when they beat Inveraray 5-3 
in the Artemis Macaulay Cup 
Final at Mossfield, Oban, on 
Saturday September 3. 

Inveraray may be playing in 
shinty’s second tier, but this was 
their second final of the season. 
They lost out to Kyles Athletic 
in the Gregor Cameron Con-
sultancy Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup Final and had been pre-
paring hard for this encounter. 
Captain Allan MacDonald was 
free of suspension and led lead 
the attack but top scorer Lewis 
Montgomery missed out with a 
broken hand, sustained playing 
for the South U21s against the 
North U21s a week earlier. 

Kinlochshiel went into this 
2pm throw up in third spot in 
the Marine Harvest Premier-
ship. 

Their main absentee was 
former Beauly defender Conor 
Cormack who was also out with 
a hand injury picked up in the 
Camanachd Cup semi-final de-
feat to Newtonmore. John Don 
MacKenzie started in his place. 

Oban High School Pipe 
Band led the squads onto 
the field where the players 
were introduced to an official 
party consisting of Macaulay 
Association chairman David 
Thomson, Graham Mitchell 
from sponsors Artemis and 
Argyll and Bute Councillor 
Roddy McCuish.

Kinlochshiel had wind advan-
tage in the first half and went on 
the attack from the throw up. 
John MacRae couldn’t believe 
his luck when he was allowed to 
cut in from the right following 
a second minute corner on the 
far side but he put the ball past 
the post on his back-hand.  

Inveraray were struggling 
to clear their lines and Keith 
MacRae made them pay when 
he put his side in front after five 
minutes. 

The Inveraray back line 
seemed hesitant when given 
the chance to clear their lines 
following a Gordie MacDonald 
flick into the danger area. 

John MacRae battled for 
possession and Keith MacRae 
swept the ball into the corner of 
the net, beating the keeper on 
his left from 15 yards..

An Inveraray free-hit saw 
Fraser Watt move the ball to 
the left but Allan MacDonald’s 
shot lacked power and Scott 
Kennedy saved easily with his 
feet. 

The Winterton side took 
encouragement and Garry 
MacPherson shot just over 
the top at the second attempt 
following another set-piece 

moments later after Allan 
MacDonald had been pushed.

As the final moved to the 10 
minute mark, Scott Kennedy 
saved with his feet following 
a Jordan Fraser shot from the 
left.

Kinlochshiel had an early 
grip of the game and Inveraray 
keeper Scott MacLachlan 
made the first of a series of 
great saves; this one to his left 
with his caman from Jordan 
Fraser’s waist-high shot before 
knocking the ball out for anoth-
er Kinlochshiel corner.

There was a stoppage in play 
when Garry MacPherson need-
ed treatment to a cut just below 
his eye following an aerial 
challenge with John MacRae. 
MacPherson was struggling 
to see clearly out of his eye so 
David MacPherson came on in 
his place and the final restarted 
with 20 minutes on the clock.

The pattern of play continued 
with ‘Shiel on the attack and 
when Jordan Fraser was im-
peded, Keith MacRae played a 
short free-hit to John MacRae 
who ran in from the left but 
Scott MacLachlan saved with 

his feet. A second ’Shiel goal 
seemed inevitable and it came 
on 28 minutes when Jordan 
Fraser played a one-two with 
John MacRae. 

Fraser collected MacRae’s 
reverse pass at the right of the 
‘D’ and controlled the ball, 
taking it just inside the box, 
before slotting it low into the 
net to make it 2-0.

Inveraray boss Ruaridh Gra-
ham resisted the temptation to 
pull big-hitter Allan MacDon-
ald back from the forward line 
to help out his beleaguered de-
fence and was rewarded when 
his team scored twice in two 
minutes to square the match 
with MacDonald making a key 

contribution. 
Inveraray needed to score 

next and they did just that on 
34 minutes. Allan MacDonald 
gathered a fluffed clearance 
out of defence and although 
his initial shot from the left was 
blocked, the ball came back 
to the Inveraray captain and 
his back-hand effort bounced 
across ’Shiel keeper Scott Ken-
nedy and into the net off the far 
post. 

The goal lifted Inveraray and 
they levelled a minute later. This 
time Allan MacDonald turned 
provider as he flicked the ball 
across goal where Fraser Watt 
got a yard on his marker, David 
Falconer, and ran to the left be-
fore cannoning an unstoppable 
12-yard shot into the roof of the 
net for an outstanding goal. Af-
ter all Kinlochshiel’s pressure, 
it was all-square at 2-2 with 35 
minutes played, a score which 
seemed more than unlikely just 
moments earlier. 

Kinlochshiel returned on the 
offensive and Scott MacLach-
lan did well to save a bouncing 
John MacRae shot and get the 
ball away for a corner under 

pressure from Keith MacRae. 
Inveraray defender John Ken-

nedy was booked on 44 minutes 
for holding Keith MacRae’s 
caman and then throwing the 
stick away as the ’Shiel man 
broke down the right.  

The west coast side got them-
selves back in front in first half 
stoppage time. John MacRae 
collected a Keith MacRae 
ball down the ’Shiel right and 
played the ball infield to Jordan 
Fraser who turned his marker 
before sending a great, rising 
shot into the top corner of the 
net to make it 3-2.

With the rain starting to fall, 
Kinlochshiel wanted their 
two-goal lead back and Scott 
MacLachlan saved with his feet 
from Keith MacRae as the final 
moved into the third minute of 
time added on and, a minute 
later, referee Evan MacRae 
signalled for the half-time 
interval. 

The rain was considerably 
heavier as the second half 
started but the pattern of play 
remained the same as Jordan 
Fraser sent a shot into the 
side-netting just a couple of 
minutes after the re-start. 

John MacRae threaded a 
precise pass to Jordan Fraser 
on the right but Fraser’s shot 
didn’t trouble the goalkeeper.  

Scott MacLachlan saved well 
with his hand from Oliver Mac-
Rae as the traffic continued 
towards the Inveraray goal.

Inveraray tried to mount an 
attack and some silky skill from 
Fraser Watt down the right 
flank almost created a chance. 

’Shiel’s John Don MacKenzie 
took a blow to the face in a mid-
field tussle with David Robert-

son with the match officials all 
missing the incident. Inveraray 
made a second change as Ally 
MacDonald was withdrawn 
in favour of player/manager 
Ruaridh Graham before play 
restarted.

Keeper MacLachlan some-
how kept out a John MacRae 
shot from the edge of the ‘D’. 
The ball deflected off the keep-
er’s heel for a corner and could 
easily have ended up in the net.

The rain had abated but there 
was no relief for the Inveraray 
defence and John MacRae teed 
up Jordan Fraser but MacLa-
chlan saved with his feet and 
Inveraray scrambled the ball 
out for a corner.

Scott MacLachlan then made 
a superb save with his stick 
from Keith MacRae with Ally 
Munro getting the ball away to 
safety. 

Inveraray’s first shot at goal in 
the second half was on 69 min-
utes when Scott Kennedy saved 
Allan MacDonald’s strike with 
his feet. 

Kinlochshiel just couldn’t 
see off Inveraray and a when 
a perfectly weighted Douglas 
Dando free-hit was knocked 
into the ’Shiel ‘D’, John Don 
MacKenzie brought down the 
advancing Lewis MacNicol and 
referee Evan MacRae pointed 
to the penalty spot. 

Fraser Watt kept his nerve 
and dispatched the penalty with 
style, to the right of a diving 
Scott Kennedy, and it was 3-3 
after 71 minutes. 

’Shiel boss Colin Fraser made 
his first changes of the match 
and a double substitution saw 
Duncan ‘DA’ MacRae and 
Calum MacLean replace Jor-
dan Fraser and David Falconer. 

A nice Inveraray passing 
move saw Ruaridh Graham 
play the ball to Lewis MacNicol 
on the left. He crossed to Allan 
MacDonald but a blocking 
challenge prevented him get-

ting any power in his shot and 
Scott Kennedy saved with his 
feet.

Inveraray made another 
switch as Grant Griffin came 
on for Douglas Dando with 13 
minutes remaining.

Scott MacLachlan came off 
his line to thwart Duncan ‘DA’ 
MacRae but Kinlochshiel went 
back in front from the resultant 
corner when the ball fell kindly 
for Oliver MacRae and, to the 
delight of the ’Shiel support, he 
struck the ball inside the post 
to make it 4-3 with 10 minutes 
remaining. 

A Scott MacLachlan dou-
ble-save denied both Duncan 
‘DA’ MacRae and Keith Mac-
Rae and Douglas Dando came 
back on for Ross Montgomery 
before the resultant corner 
could be taken. 

Kinlochshiel had one hand 
on the cup on 83 minutes when 
Keith MacRae latched onto a 
ball poked through by Oliver 
MacRae and his strike partner 
sent the ball low into the net 
from the edge of the ‘D’, past a 
helpless keeper. 

It was Keith MacRae’s last 
action of the match as he was 
replaced by Alasdair Nixon.

There was still time for Scott 
MacLachlan to save from Alas-
dair Nixon before referee Evan 
MacRae sounded the final 
whistle, after playing a couple 
of minutes of stoppage time, 
to give Kinlochshiel a deserved 
success.

There was no surprise 
when Inveraray goalie Scott 
MacLachlan was named man 
of the match. He deserved 
the accolade although Jordan 
Fraser, Keith MacRae and 
John MacRae deserve mention 
in despatches.  

All that remained was 
for Graham Mitchell from 
sponsors Artemis to make the 
official presentation and David 
Falconer became the first 

Kinlochshiel captain to lift a 
senior trophy as he held aloft 
the Macaulay Cup.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Kyles Athletic 1 
Oban Camanachd 2
The match between Kyles 
Athletic and Oban Camanachd 
at Tighnabruaich was played 
on Wednesday August 31 with 
a 6.45pm throw up and it’s the 
Oban side who go second in the 
table courtesy of a 2-1 win.

Kyles co-managers Fraser 
MacDonald and Kenny Mac-
Donald had a number of se-
lection headaches ahead of the 
game. Grant Irvine remained 
on the injury list whilst Dunkie 
Kerr, Andrew King, Donald 
Irvine, Robbie MacLeod and 
David Zavaroni were all miss-
ing. 

A number of second team 
youngsters were given the 
chance to shine and the re-
jigged team saw Scotland U21 
player Innes MacDonald line-
up in the unusual role of half 
back and he settled into the 
game well in his new position. 

Oban Camanachd manager 
Iain Hay remained without de-
fender Garry Lord who served 
the final match of a four-game 
ban. Hay will be able to give 
Lord some game time this 
coming Saturday in the league 
meeting with Fort William at 
Mossfield, with the Camanachd 
Cup Final against Newtonmore 
seven days later. 

Oban Camanachd took 
the lead on 32 minutes. The 
ball was played up the line to 
Andrew McCuish who flicked 
it forward to Daniel MacVicar 
who beat marker Callum Miller 
with his first touch before 
turning and smashing the ball 
into the roof of the net to make 
it 1-0. 

Kyles Athletic were awarded 
a penalty on the hour mark 
when referee Lachie Wood 
penalised Ross MacMillan for Inveraray keeper Scott MacLachlan earns his man of the match award with another � ne save.

Photo: Neil Paterson.

A jubilant Kinlochshiel celebrate winning their � rst senior trophy after defeating Inveraray 5-3 in the � nal of the Macaulay Cup at 
Moss� eld Stadium, Oban, last Saturday. Photo: Kevin McGlynn.

I WOULD like to thank everybody who made the Macaulay 
Cup Final such a great event last Saturday. The volunteers who 
manned the gates the pavilion and the presentation, the ground 
staff who managed to get the field back to pristine condition for 
the day, the teams and there supporters for there conduct on 
and off the park, Artemis for there continued sponsorship and 
all the Macaulay committee for their efforts before and after 
the event.

David B Hamilton, Secretary Macaulay Association
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Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Marine Harvest
Premiership
Wednesday August 31
Kyles Ath 1-2 Oban Camanachd

Saturday September 3
Artemis Macaulay
Cup Final
Kinlochshiel 5-3 Inveraray 

Marine Harvest
Premiership
Newtonmore P-P Skye
Due to bereavement 
Kyles Ath 5-2 Glenurquhart

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Bute 1-1 Inverness
Caberfeidh 1-4 Kilmallie
Glasgow MA 2-2 Beauly 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Glenurquhart 2-1 Strathglass
Lovat 1-10 Newtonmore 
Skye P-P Fort William
Due to bereavement 
Kingussie 5-0 Beauly 

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Caberfeidh 8-2 Lochaber  
Lewis 4-1 Inverness
Lochcarron 3-2 Glengarry 

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Dunoon P-P Aberdour
To be resscheduled 
Glasgow MA v Kilmory
GMA unable to field a team,
points to Kilmory 
Tayforth P-P Bute
To be rescheduled  

Youth fi xture
Friday September 2
MacMaster Cup
Semi-fi nal
Oban Caman 2-4 Kingussie
(after extra time)
 

pushing Sandy MacKenzie in 
the back inside the ‘D’ before 
he could get a shot away. Roddy 
MacDonald converted the 
spot-hit to make it 1-1. There 
was controversy on 75 minutes 
when Oban Camanachd made 
strong claims for a penalty. 
Referee Wood waved aside 
their claims and they had to 
settle for a corner. 

Their jeers turned to cheers 
seconds later though as the 
resultant corner was played 
into the edge of the ‘D’ where 
there was a battle for posses-
sion. Andrew McCuish took a 
shot on his right side which was 
blocked but he then scored on 
the rebound on his back-hand, 
sending the ball under Kyles 
keeper John Whyte to make it 
2-1.

The win means Oban Cama-
nachd go second in the league, 
two points ahead of third 
placed Kinlochshiel with each 
side having four more league 
games remaining. Newtonmore 
are two points clear at the top 
of the table with two games in 
hand.    

Kyles Athletic 5 
Glenurquhart 2
Kyles Athletic’s second home 
game in four days was a 1.30pm 
throw up against Glenurquhart 
at Tighnabruaich where four-
goal Roddy MacDonald helped 
them to a 5-2 win. 

Grant Irvine was still amongst 
the Kyles absentees but Robbie 
MacLeod was back.

Glenurquhart had to make a 
change between the sticks as 
regular keeper Stuart MacK-
intosh went over his knee in 
training so second team goalie 
Cameron MacLennan was 
promoted. This could pose the 
‘Glen’ a problem this coming 
Saturday if MacKintosh hasn’t 
recovered as MacLennan will 
be required for the Glenur-
quhart second team which 
plays Lochcarron in the Strath-
dearn Cup Final at Castle 
Leod. Fraser Heath was back 
but David Smart remained on 
the injury list.  

Roddy MacDonald put Kyles 
in front on 36 minutes but when 
Stuart Reid levelled on 44 
minutes it looked as if the sides 
would go into the break on level 
terms. Roddy MacDonald got 
his and Kyles second on the 
strike on the stroke of half time 
though to put the home side 2-1 
in front. 

Two goals in a couple of min-
utes gave Kyles a comfortable 
4-1 lead as Roddy MacDonald 
completed his hat-trick on 58 
minutes with Sandy MacKenzie 
firing home a minute later. 

Andrew Corrigan reduced 
the deficit on 81 minutes but 
Roddy MacDonald capped a 
fine individual performance 
when he made it 5-2 with his 
fourth goal of the afternoon a 
minute later.  

Kyles stay fourth in the table 
whilst the ‘Glen’ stay seventh, 
two points above Lochaber but 
they have played a game more. 
Skye trail Lochaber by a point 
but they have a game in hand 
on the Spean Bridge men. 

Newtonmore P 
Skye Camanachd P
The match between Newton-
more and Skye Camanachd 
at the Eilan was postponed 
at Skye’s request following 
the passing of Tommy Wilson 
whose funeral was on the Sat-
urday afternoon. 

The match has been resched-
uled for Saturday October 29. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division 
Caberfeidh 1 
Kilmallie 4
Kilmallie extended their lead at 
the top of the Marine Harvest 
National Division when they 
came from a goal down to beat 
Caberfeidh 4-1 in their 3pm 
throw-up at Castle Leod.

Kilmallie were without the 
suspended Duncan Rodger 
and Jordan MacPhee whilst 
Stephen McAllister and Ryan 
Stewart were also missing. 

Kilmallie fell behind to a 
Craig Morrison goal on 16 
minutes. It was a good strike 
but a Blair Morrison own goal 
on 37 minutes ensured the sides 
finished the first half on level 
terms. 

Kilmallie dominated in the 
second half and Bryan MacKay 
put them ahead for the first 
time in the game on 57 minutes.

Liam MacDonald on 65 min-
utes and Michael Rodger on 75 
minutes gave the Canal Parks 
side the points from a 4-1 win. 

League leaders Kilmallie are 
now two points ahead of second 
-placed GMA with both teams 
having three games remaining. 
Inveraray are a point behind 
GMA in third spot but they 
have played a game more. The 
top three are all at home this 
coming Saturday. 

Kilmallie host Ballachulish, 
where victory will secure one 
of the two promotion places to 
next season’s top flight, GMA 
host Bute and Inveraray host 
Beauly. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll 2 
Beauly 2
Beauly twice came from behind 
to earn a share of the points in 
a 2-2 draw with second-placed 

Glasgow Mid Argyll at Yoker.
Both teams were affected by 
suspension as Finlay MacMil-
lan missed out for GMA whilst 
Beauly were denied the services 
of top scorer Jack MacDonald 
and defender Ryan MacKay. 

Calum McLay gave GMA a 
15-minute lead but Conor Ross 
levelled on 23 minutes. 

John McNulty put the Glas-
gow side back in front on 54 
minutes, but Beauly equalised 
for a second time with 15 
minutes remaining with Sandy 
Elrick on target. 

This was an end-to-end 
encounter with both keepers in 
good form. 

The match was played in 
good spirit and both teams had 
chances to win and although 
the final outcome was a fair 
result, it probably didn’t suit 
either side. 

Bute 1 
Inverness 1
Two goals late in the match saw 
Bute and Inverness draw 1-1 at 
the Meadows.

Inverness found their resourc-
es stretched with both their 
teams visiting islands on the 
same day; their seconds were in 
Lewis. They travelled to Bute 
with just 12 players.  Defender 
David Campbell was amongst 
their absentees as he started a 
five-game ban which will carry 
forward into next season.

The visitors took the lead on 
78 minutes when James Cam-
eron got the ball with his back 
to goal around the penalty spot. 
Cameron turned the full back 
and sent a rocket shot high, just 
inside the keeper’s left-hand 
post.

Bute equalised a couple of 
minutes later when James 
Craig slipped home a loose 
ball just inside the ‘D’, taking a 
heavy challenge from Inverness 
stand-in keeper Craig Ni-
cholson - who had played well 
throughout - in the process. 
Inverness appealed for offside 
but referee Ewan MacDonald 
waved away their claims.  

This was the final match of 
the season for Inverness who 
remain seventh, a point behind 
sixth-placed Bute who have one 
match remaining, away to title 

hopefuls Glasgow Mid Argyll, 
this coming Saturday.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Lovat 1 
Newtonmore 10
The Newtonmore seconds 
showed no sign of slipping up in 
their title quest as they brushed 
aside the Lovat seconds 10-1 at 
Balgate.

Conor Jones gave ’More 
a five-minute lead and Iain 
Robinson made it 2-0 on 25 
minutes. Conor Jones then 
went on to complete a first half 
hat-trick with strikes on 30 and 
40 minutes to make it 4-0 at the 
turnaround.

Iain Robinson got his second 
five minutes after the restart 
and Duncan Gorman made 
it 6-0 on 57 minutes. Craig 
MacLeod added his name to 
the scoresheet on 69 minutes 
before Iain Robinson complet-
ed his hat-trick on 74 minutes. 

Lovat, with first manager 
John MacRitchie in their 
side, found the target through 
Graeme MacMillan a minute 
later. Cameron MacMillan sent 
a corner bouncing through to 
Daniel Stewart who slipped 
the ball to Graeme MacMillan 
who sent a 20-yard shot into 
the keeper’s bottom left-hand 
corner of the net.  

Newtonmore had the final say 
though as a fourth goal from 
Iain Robinson on 85 minutes 
and a second from Duncan 
Gorman a couple of minutes 
from time rounded off the 10-1 
win.

Newtonmore now only need 
three points from their last 
three matches to win the 
league. 

Glenurquhart 2 
Strathglass 1
The Glenurquhart reserves 
warmed up for this weekend’s 
Strathdearn Cup Final with an 
impressive 2-1 win over second 
placed Strathglass at Cannich.

Darren Reid settled Strath-
glass into the match with the 
only goal of the first half after 
20 minutes. 

The ‘Glen’ turned things 
around after the break and 
James MacPherson drew them 
level on the hour mark.

Daniel MacKintosh notched 
what proved to be the winner 
eight minutes later.

Kingussie 5 
Beauly 0
The Kingussie young guns were 
to the fore as their colts beat 
the Beauly youngsters 5-0 at 
the Dell.

Kingussie left Rory Fraser 
and Kevin Thain on the bench 
and Ronald Ross didn’t play. 
All the home goals came from 
teenagers, with most of the 
damage done in the first half.

Ruaridh Anderson got Kin-
gussie off the mark with a goal 
after 10 minutes and, with Jake 
MacPherson controlling pro-
ceedings from midfield, James 
Falconer netted on 23 and 33 
minutes to make it 3-0. 

The young Kingussie forward 
line was sharp and fast and 
Liam Borthwick added a fourth 
on 36 minutes.

Roddy Young scored the only 
goal of the second half a minute 
after the re-start. 

Action from the midweek game between Kyles Athletic and Oban Camanachd which the Oban side 
won by the odd goal in three. Photo: Paul Paterson.

The remainder of the game 
was stop-start with a number 
of injuries and stoppages which 
seemed to disrupt Kingussie’s 
rhythm whilst Beauly stuck in 
and gave a better showing in 
the second half. 

Kingussie are now six points 
behind second-placed Strath-
glass but they have two games 
in hand.  

Skye Camanachd P 
Fort William P
The match between Skye 
Camanachd and Fort William 
second teams at Pairc nan 
Laoch, Portree, was postponed 
at Skye’s request following a 
bereavement. The match will 
be rescheduled for a later date. 

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Lochcarron 3 
Glengarry 2
A storming second half per-
formance saw second-placed 
Lochcarron come from two 
goals down to beat Glengarry 
3-2 at Battery Park.

’Garry went in front on 19 
minutes. Referee Martin Ma-
cLean pointed to the penalty 
spot and Stuart Gregory fired 
home the spot-hit. 

Andrew Gilchrist made it 
2-0 on 37 minutes and ’Garry 
took the lead into the half-time 
break. 

The Lochcarron come-back 
started on 52 minutes when 
the ball ended up in the ’Garry 
net off visiting player Martin 
Cameron. 

Sean MacCuish squared the 

Colin MacLennan got his sec-
ond a minute later.

Stuart Krzyzanowski scored a 
sixth home goal with 15 minutes 
remaining and netted again on 
82 minutes with a second from 
Calum MacKinnon making it 
8-2 60 seconds later. 

Caberfeidh stay third in the 
league, whilst Lochaber remain 
in fifth spot.  

Lewis Camanachd 4 
Inverness 1
Lewis Camanachd rounded off 
their season with a 4-1 win over 
the Inverness second team at 
Shawbost.

Lewis got off to a great start 
when Scott MacLeod played in 
Will Church who slipped the 
ball past the keeper who was 
sprinting off his line to narrow 
the angle.

Scott MacLeod went close for 
the home side on more than 
one occasion, before Lewis 
were forced to make a change. 
Full back Daniel Gallagher 
suffered a blow to the face and 
had to come off. Kenny Murray 
initially went to full back with 
Peter Gomez coming off the 
bench. 

Lewis extended their lead a 
minute before the break with 
Kenny Murray, now restored to 
the attack, getting the goal. 

Lewis were worthy of their 
lead and made it 3-0 on 52 min-
utes when Kenny Murray found 
Ally Lamont with a free-hit and 
he scored.

Stuart MacRae pulled a 
goal back for Inverness on 58 
minutes but it was Lewis who 
sealed the win on 79 minutes. 
Peter Gomez played a corner to 

Referee Deek Cameron looks on as Glenurquhart’s Andrew Corrigan and Kyles Athletic’s Innes 
MacDonald battle for the ball during last Saturday’s premiership match at Tighnabruaich.

Photo: Paul Paterson.

contest on 67 minutes and 
it looked as if Lochcarron’s 
dropped point would confirm 
Aberdeen University as league 
champions. 

Liam Arnott had other ideas 
and, with just three minutes 
remaining, he scored for the 
second successive Saturday to 
give Lochcarron the win. 

The victory means Loch-
carron go into this weekend’s 
Strathdearn Cup Final against 
the Glenurquhart second team 
in high spirits. 

Caberfeidh 8 
Lochaber 2
Five goals in the last 20 minutes 
gave the Caberfeidh seconds an 
8-2 victory over the Lochaber 
seconds in their noon throw up 
at Castle Leod.

Robbie Sehar gave the home 
side a 12 minute lead but they 
only stayed in front for three 
minutes.

Lochaber had Zandz Fergu-
son in their line-up after a spell 
abroad and he not only got a 
game under his belt but also 
gave the visitors a 15 minute 
lead. 

Colin MacLennan put ‘Ca-
bers’ back in front and they 
took the 2-1 lead into the break.

Ruaraidh McCreadie made 
it 3-1 on 54 minutes but Keith 
Neville narrowed the gap on 
the hour.

Then came the Caberfeidh 
goal glut. Calum MacKinnon 
made it 4-2 on 70 minutes and 

Will Church and he set up Ally 
Lamont to score his second 
goal of the afternoon. 

Alexander Gordon came off 
the bench to make his Lewis 
debut, whilst the home side 
introduced Ronan Sinclair on 
his return after surgery. 

The win lifts Lewis up to 
eighth place in the league, 
above Strathspey and Inverness 
who meet this coming Saturday.  

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Glasgow Mid Argyll v 
Kilmory W/O
Kilmory were given a walk-over 
when the Glasgow Mid Argyll 
colts were unable to raise a 
team for their meeting at Yoker. 

Tayforth P 
Bute P
The encounter between Tay-
forth and the Bute second team 
at Levenhall Links is to be 
rescheduled. 
This meant both Tayforth and 
Kilmory had free Saturdays 
ahead of this coming weekend’s 
Bullough Cup Final at Stra-
churmore.

Dunoon Camanachd P 
Aberdour P
Dunoon Camanachd and the 
Aberdour reserves have agreed 
to rearrange their meeting at 
the Dunoon Stadium for this 
coming Saturday.

Caberfeidh’s Stuart Matheson blocks Lochaber’s Chris
 MacKinnon during their North Division Two game at Strathpe� er. 

Photo: Donald Cameron

Saturday September 10
Strathdearn Cup Final
Lochcarron v Glenurquhart 
John Matheson - 3pm
at Castle Leod, Strathpeffer

Bullough Cup Final
Tayforth v Kilmory 
Ross Brown
at Strachurmore, Strachur

Marine Harvest
Premiership
Glenurquhart v Kingussie 
John Angus Gillies - noon 
Lochaber v Kinlochshiel 
Calum Girvan 
Newtonmore v Lovat  
Graham Cameron 
Oban Caman v Fort William 
David Mitchell
Skye v Kyles Athletic
Innes Wood 

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Bute  
Robert Baxter  
Inveraray v Beauly 
Deek Cameron 
Kilmallie v Ballachulish 
Evan MacRae - 3pm 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore 
Martin MacLean 
Kingussie v Strathglass 
Andy MacLean
Skye v Fort William 
Neil Ferguson - noon

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Glenorchy v Taynuilt 
Iain Kennedy
Kyles Athletic v Oban Celtic 
Ronnie Campbell - 3pm
Lochside Rovers v  Aberdour 
Scott McNeil - 3pm

Marine Harvest
North Division 2   
Inverness v Strathspey 
Brian MacKay
Kilmallie v Boleskine 
Callum Duff - noon

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Dunoon v Aberdour 
Jim Innes

Throw-ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.
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7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday September 1, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 03.48 1.7 09.22 3.3 15.57 1.7 21.23 3.2
Fri 04.39 1.9 10.10 3.1 16.51 1.9 22.07 3.0
Sat 05.46 2.0 11.31 2.9 17.59 2.1 23.24 2.8
Sun 07.04 2.0 14.05 3.0 19.16 2.0  **.**  *.*
Mon 02.28 2.9 08.25 1.8 15.04 3.2 20.35 1.8
Tues 03.24 3.1 09.27 1.6 15.47 3.5 21.40 1.5
Wed 04.05 3.4 10.11 1.2 16.25 3.7 22.28 1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

19 15

13

Thursday Light rain showers
Winds moderate southerly
Temperatures 12°C to 17ºC.

Friday Heavy rain
Winds moderate southerly
Temperatures 12°C to 15ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain showers on Sunday

Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 14ºC.

Ultramarathon

Disappointing display from the 
Green Machine

Rugby

Scottish AFL  
results and � xtures
Football
LAST Saturday’s results: 
Scottish Amateur Cup, first 
round - Finnart 1, Oban Saints 
3. Premier Division -  Camp-
beltown Pupils 3, Drumchapel 
Amateur Colts 2; Premier 
2A - Milton of Colquhoun 0, 
Lochgilphead Red Star 7.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - Inverclyde v 
Oban Saints; Premier Division 
2A - Port Glasgow OBU 
v Lochgilphead Red Star; 
Premier Division 2B - Clare-
mont v Tarbert.

Oban Saints’ youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football
LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s v Carbrain; walkover to 
Under 13s; Renton Craigandro 
5, Under 14s 3; Central Boys 
2, Under 15s 5. Scoring for 
Saints were Aaron McKay 
(2), Jamie Forgrieve (2) and 
Aidan MacPhee. Under 16s 0; 
Drumsagard 2; Under 17s no 
game.
 This weekend’s fixtures: Singer 
Community v Under 13s; Under 
14s no game; Under 15s no 
game; Antonine v Under 16s; 
Under 17s no game.    

TAYNUILT’S Roanne Lilley, 
a senior pupil at Oban High 
School, was recently selected 
for the Great Britain orienteer-
ing team’s tour of Sweden.
 As part of the eight boy, eight 
girl British squad, Roanne 
trained in several Swedish 
forests and competed in the 
spectator races at the World 
Orienteering Championships, 
where she was consistently a 
top 20 finisher at the various 
distances.

She found the terrain in 
Sweden quite different from 
Scotland, with much bigger 
crags which were difficult to 
navigate.  On the other hand, 
she found the Swedish forests 
much more open and observed 
winning times were extremely 
fast.

At the World Championships, 
Roanne and her teammates be-
came the Great Britain support 
team, cheering on the GB team 
and chatting with some of the 
world’s top orienteers.

With other Taynuilt 
youngsters also having shot to 
prominence in the sport, the 
village is fast becoming known 
as a successful breeding ground 
for orienteers.

Roanne competes 
in Sweden with 
Great Britain 
orienteering team

CONNEL’S John McPhee was unable to recov-
er from a disappointing qualifying performance 
and was forced to settle for a 17th place finish 
in the Moto3 British Grand Prix at Silverstone.

The Racing Steps Foundation-backed rider 
slid off his bike and was forced to pit for repairs 
during the best conditions of the previous day’s 
qualifying session before heavy rain set in 
preventing significant position improvements.

Starting from 17th place, track conditions 
reverted to those similar to the weekend’s dry 
final practice session in which McPhee set the 
sixth quickest time.

McPhee needed a good start in front of his 
home support and to make up places and chal-
lenge before the pack separated into groups.

But after the initial vying for position on the 
opening lap, McPhee lost three positions to 
20th place and with a lack of power from his 
Peugeot-badged Mahindra bike, soon became 
stuck in a six-bike tussle.

With Lorenzo Dalla Porta, Jakob Kornfeil, 
Juanfran Guevara, Jules Danilo and Hiroki 
Ono all vying with McPhee for 17th place, there 
would be no further opportunity for McPhee to 
progress.

McPhee had hoped to score 17th place on 
the final tour, but was out-dragged out of the 
final corner and over the finish line by Guevara 

McPhee struggles at Silverstone

(RBA Racing/KTM) to leave McPhee 18th. 
After the conclusion of the race, Ongetta-Ri-
vacold/Honda rider Niccolo Antonelli was ex-
cluded as his bike failed to meet the minimum 
weight requirement. 

He still remained outside of the points-scor-
ing positions.

Championship leader Brad Binder secured 
victory ahead of Aspar/Mahindra rider Franc-
esco Bagnaia. Binder’s Red Bull/KTM team-
mate Bo Bendsneyder took third place.

Disappointed
After the race John said:  ‘I’m disappointed 

because I felt there was much potential for the 
race, but after starting from 17th position on 
the grid it was difficult for me to move forward.

‘The front feeling on the bike wasn’t good 
and during the early stages of the race I had 
moments where I almost crashed.

‘It took a while to lap with a decent pace but in 
the end I felt really strong but I was fighting in 
a big group and it wasn’t possible to break away. 

‘We’ve learned our lessons as we had an up 
and down weekend here at Silverstone, but most 
importantly we had some strong sessions which 
we’ll take over to Misano next week.’

Moto3

John McPhee, No 17, in action in the British Grand prix at Silverstone last Sunday. Photo: Bonnie Lane.

MORE than 250 runners, 
including teams and solo entries 
from the UK, Canada, America, 
Peru, Portugal, Netherlands and 
Australia, travelled to Tiree for 
the third Tiree Ultramarathon. 

The course record was broken 
by two minutes by Robbie Hay-
man from Bellahouston, who de-
nied local man Tom Smith from 
Lochaber Athletic Club his third 
consecutive victory at the event. 
Tom finished second overall, 
followed by Henry Wright from 
Cardiff. The winning lady was 
defending champion Jo Buckley 
from Bingley Harriers, who was 
followed by mother and daugh-
ter Michelle Hetherington, 
third, and Madeline Robinson, 
second.Runners line up on Balinoe Beach for the start of the third Tiree Ultramarathon.

A runner shows his delight after 
� nishing the gruelling event.

Record broken in third 
Tiree Ultramarathon

OBAN Lorne travelled to 
Glasgow on Saturday looking to 
build on a positive performance 
during last weekend’s narrow 
loss against league pace setters 
East Kilbride RFC.

The Green Machine again 
fielded a strong side that wel-
comed in debutant centre Ben 
McNiven and wingers Richard 
MacKay and David McLaugh-
lin. 

Allan Glens battled hard 
against the big Oban forwards 
who fielded a powerful front row 
of Tommy Sutherland, Connor 
Ferris and Carl Lay. The home 
side took the lead with an early 
penalty to lead 3-0.

Glens made the most of their 
good start to the game and ex-
tended their lead to 10-0  before 
slotting over another penalty for 
a 13-0 lead.

Oban were playing poorly and 
were being undone by missing 
too many tackles and losing 
possession far too easily.

Scrum half Finlay Carmichael 
scored a penalty late in the half 
as the Oban side fought to stay 
in the match.

Lorne coaches Corrie Louw 
and Aaron Collins made it clear 
to the team at the break that 
much improvement was required 
in all aspects of the team’s play 
in the second half. 

A few tactical and personnel 
changes were made to try and 
halt the Allan Glens dominance.

The half time team talk 
seemed to work well as winger 
Richard MacKay scored early 
in the half after a great phase of 
play from the Oban backline to 
bring the Green Machine back 
into the match.

Oban failed to build on this 
though and conceded another 
try from an Allan Glens driving 
maul as the home side regained 
a 10-point lead.

The standard of the game 
improved in the middle of the 
second half as the play swung 

Allan Glens    30
Oban Lorne    15
BT West Division 1

from each end of the pitch, both 
sides looking dangerous moving 
forward.

Oban were dealt a blow after 65 
minutes when Ben McNiven was 
sinbinned for an illegal tackle. 
The game was then switched to 
another pitch following a back 
injury to Oban flanker Antoine 
De La Pam. The visitors were 
now playing with a patched up 
team with several players out of 
position.

Allan Glens raced further in 
front with two tries in the last 
10 minutes against a tiring Oban 
defence to lead 30-8.

The game is scheduled for a 
3pm kick-off at Glencruitten 
on Saturday, however, this may 
change to a 7pm Friday evening 
kick off at Irvine’s request.

Keep an eye on the club’s face-
book page and website, www.
obanlorne.co.uk, for updates.

BT West Division Four
Argyll and Bute 17
Shawlands FP 22
Argyll and Bute took on Shaw-
lands Former Pupils on Saturday 
in a battle of the top two sides in 
West Division 4.
 Shawlands got their season off 
to a good start last weekend with 
a narrow win over Mull, while 
Argyll and Bute had a thumping 
win away to Glasgow East.

The home side boasted a squad 
of 22 players, hungry to continue 
their winning start to the season.

Argyll lost out in a narrow 
game 17-22 with the home side’s 
tries coming from Gin Tas, 
Alex Maslakovics and Dave 
Thurman. 

This Saturday, Argyll travel to 
take on Clydesdale RFC.

Clydesdale, however, have 
failed to fulfil a fixture so far this 
season. The next home match 
for Argyll and Bute is against 
Glasgow University Medics on 
Saturday September 17.

BT West Division Four
Isle of Mull P
Clydesdale P
Isle of Mull RFC’s fixture 
at home to Clydesdale was 
postponed on Saturday as the 
visitors could not raise a team 
for the fixture.
 A frustrated Mull team were 
left with no game on only the 
second weekend of the season.

This Saturday the islanders 
are back in action as they face 
the division’s new team for this 
season, Glasgow University 
Medics.

Mull’s first home game of the 
season will be at home to Argyll 
and Bute rivals Cowal on Satur-
day September 17.

Oban scored a late consolation 
through replacement winger 
Rhys Roberts to finish off a  
disappointing day for the men in 
green after a 30-15 defeat.

Oban Lorne head coach 
Corrie Louw was frustrated at 
his team’s poor showing after 
the game and disappointed that 
the team could not build on last 
weekend’s positive performance 
against East Kilbride.

This weekend Oban Lorne 
will be looking to get their first 
win of the season at home to 
recently relegated Irvine. 

Despite also losing both their 
games this season, Irvine will 
still provide a tough test.

Oban Lorne player/coach
Corrie Louw.
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FORT WILLIAM & 
LOCHABER EDITION

CULTURE and tourism secre-
tary Fiona Hyslop said there was 
a ‘very warm spirit in Fort Wil-
liam’ on Monday as the town’s 
new pontoons were officially 
opened.

The minister for culture, 
tourism and external affairs was 
at Fort William’s waterfront on 
Monday September 5 for the 
grand opening ceremony of the 
pontoons following their recent 
completion.

The £185,000 project, led 
by Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline Company (FWMSC), 
was launched after disabled 
passengers found it difficult to 
get ashore from cruise liners 
moored at Loch Linnhe. 

Declaring the pontoons offi-
cially open, Ms Hyslop said the 
community had made the first 
step into this new opportunity 
with ‘a vision, confidence and a 
can do attitude’.

She thanked everyone involved 
who ‘wanted to do something for 
the community and made this 
happen’.

Ms Hyslop added she would 
play a big part in championing 
Fort William tourism.

FWMSC director Hamish 
Loudon said: ‘Fort William has 
been in sore need of having safe 
access on and off Loch Linnhe 
for cruise ship passengers, 
marine tourists and locals. It has 
been a huge amount of work to 
get to this stage and it is wonder-
ful to see the pontoons already 
being well used. This is the first 
step towards the regeneration of 
the waterfront in Fort William.’

SUPPORT for potentially the biggest 
community land buyout in Scotland 
has reached an important milestone 
as the trust behind the proposal has 
received its 1,000 member. 

Dougie Pryce from Inverlochy, 
decided to join East Lochaber and 
Laggan Community Trust (ELLCT) 
after reading about its plans to buy the 
120,000 acre site currently owned by 
Rio Tinto Alcan online.

Believing community backing is 
the key to its success, ELLCT has 
recently said it would like to have at 
least 1,000 members from Lochaber 
signed up to show local people are 
convinced the idea has merit. And 
after just a few months of ‘recruiting’, 
the trust reached its target this week 

thanks to Dougie’s application.
To mark the achievement, Dougie was 
presented with a bottle of whisky cour-
tesy of Ben Nevis Distillery.  While he 
doesn’t drink, the Nevis Cycle employ-
ee was delighted with his gift.

Dougie said: ‘My family has lived 
here for generations. For the estate 
to be owned by the community is the 
right way to go.  I urge everyone to get 
behind what the trust is trying to do.’ 

Flora McKee, also from Inverlochy 
and on the ELLCT board, said: ‘People 
are supporting the trust and its vision 
of the community owning the land to 
let those who live here shape the man-
agement and development of the estate 
for future generations. It’s great to see 
a young local man getting behind us.’

PRIVATE medical procedures 
cost NHS Highland £50,000 
last year.

NHS Highland sent 15 pa-
tients for private operations 
at a cost of £49,322 and the 
Western Isles sent  28 costing 
£212,356.18.

The information was released 
to Labour under freedom of 
information requests, which 
also revealed NHS Highland is 
facing £103 million of project-
ed cuts in the next � ve years.

David Stewart, MSP for 
Highlands and Islands, said 
the � gures proves the NHS 
is struggling to keep up with 
demand.

An NHS Highland spokes-
man  said: ‘Patients have the 
option of a private referral if 
the 12-week Treatment Time 
Guarantee isn’t met and this 
has meant an increase in the 
number of patients attending 
private operations.’

TIME is running out to enter 
a team for the inter-primary 
school triathlon.

The event will take place 
on Tuesday September 20 
at Lochaber Leisure Centre.
Each school can enter one 
team of three pupils which 
must include girls and boys 
with each team member 
competing in one of the tri-
athlon disciplines of swim-
ming, cycling and running.

The closing date for en-
tries is Monday September 
12.  Forms have been sent 
to schools and should be 
returned to � ona.beattie@
highlifehighland.com.

Fort William and Ardna-
murchan councillor Thomas 
MacLennan said: ‘I’m delight-
ed Fort William has a new 
opportunity to participate in 
marine tourism. This is a small 

beginning that will hopefully 
lead to getting more yachts and 
cruise liners into Lochaber. Fort 
William is going places.’

Ms Hyslop told The Oban 
Times: ‘There was a very warm 

spirit in Fort William today, at 
what will be the first pontoon 
opening I have attended. The 
town has so much to offer in 
terms of tourism and they are 
tapping into the cruise liner 

industry in the right place at the 
right time.

‘I am always impressed with 
Fort William when I come as 
there are always new devel-
opments going on. It’s a town 

that is always moving forward.’ 
Sarah Kennedy, secretary and 
treasurer of FWMSC said: ‘It’s 
has been a delight to be able to 
welcome Fiona to Fort  William. 
A huge amount of work has gone 
into the pontoons and now it’s 
all starting to pay off. This event 
has highlighted all our hard 
work and Fiona has recognised 
it too.’

After the ceremony piper Sean 
Cameron, 28, who has been 
piping in Lochaber for around 
20 years, led attendees of the 
ceremony to the Lime Tree hotel 
for a buffet lunch.

Several cruise liners are 
already booked in for a visit to 
the town, with one due to arrive 
at the end of this month and six 
lined up for next year.

MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch, Kate Forbes, said: 
‘With the spectacular views 
around Loch Linnhe including 
Ben Nevis, Fort William boasts 
some of the best scenery in Scot-
land and I think it’s a fabulous 
idea that we have cruise ships 
– with hundreds of people on 
board – coming to anchor at the 
new pontoons.

‘When the First Minister Nico-
la Sturgeon was with me in Fort 
William earlier this year, she 
was delighted to see the plans 
developing and I know the First 
Minister is very impressed with 
the vision and initiative shown 
by the group. 

‘Fort William Marina and 
Shoreline Company is to be 
congratulated for its sterling 
work and I hope more cruise 
ships and other marine craft will 
be visiting Fort William in the 
coming months.’

Opening of new pontoons 
clears way for town boost

Councillor Thomas MacLennan, left, with Sarah Kennedy, Fiona Hyslop and director of FWMSC James Kennedy at the o�  cial opening of 
Fort William’s new pontoons. Photograph: Alba Photo.

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Trust’s dram for 1,000th member

Dougie Pryce is presented with a bottle 
of whisky by John Hutchison and Patricia 

Jordan from ELLCT. 21_F37 Dougie Pryce 01

More patients go 
private - at a cost

Clock ticking for 
triathlon entries

FRIDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 
Dihaoine 16 Sultain

Full day schools’ programme followed by

FILM & FOOD NIGHT
Featuring premiere of short � lms 

made by local high school students

“West Side Story”
Bar - Americana Food - Ice-Cream

SATURDAY 17 SEPTEMBER 
Disathairne 17 Sultain

PHOTOGRAPHY • ART • SCREEN PRINTING 
WORKSHOPS • EXHIBITIONS

BIG READ • FAMILY FILM • BOOKSHOP 
KIDS’ COOK SCHOOL • BBQ
FOOD & REFRESHMENTS

FEATURING:
Christopher (Chris) Brookmyre, Kevin MacNeil, 

Jean Ra� erty, Malachy Tallack
Barry Hutchison, Sam Firth, Ariel Killick, 

Hamza Yassin
Finishing with musical extravaganza:

Budapest Café Orchestra
TICKETS Tiogaidean
Available online at 

www.threelochs.co.uk 
Charity Number: SC046316

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road, Portree, Isle of Skye

Accounts Preparation for companies, sole traders 
and partnerships, charities, income and corporation tax, 

VAT & payroll bureau. Business plans, start up advice.
Enquiries welcomed from: 

LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS; SKYE AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS 
Tel: 01478 612942 offi ce@donaldrankin.co.uk

Magni� cent seven 
for Finlay Wild

Agencies combine 
to drive home road 
safety message
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Magni� cent seven 
for Finlay Wild
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‘WE ARE the luckiest school in the world,’ were 
the words of Mrs Boistelle, principal and primary 
one teacher at Inverlochy primary school, after the 
school received a new buddy bench.

The bench, donated to the school by BSW 
Timber in Corpach, will help tackle loneliness and 
maintain the school’s policy that ‘every child has 
the right to play with others’.

At a presentation ceremony on Monday August 
29 David Haines, from BSW Timber, presented 
the bench at a school assembly.

The primary school’s playground committee 
kindly accepted the bench from Mr Haines who 
said: ‘It’s part of our company’s policy to support 
local community groups.’

Mrs Boistelle said: ‘Our playground committee 
did a survey in the school last year and noticed 
that sometimes people didn’t have anyone to play 
with. We thought we should do something about 
it, so the kids came up with an idea of a friendship 
bench.

She added: ‘Thanks to the sawmill we get to 
make sure everyone has a right to play with others.’

LOCHABER Schools Pipe Band has performed 
its last summer parade of 2016.

Spectators gathered last Tuesday night (August 
30) to watch the pipe band’s final summer show in 
Cameron Square, Fort William.

The pipe band said goodbye to two of its senior 
drummers. Ryan Davies has been performing 
with the band for five years but is about to start 
a job as a youth development officer for rugby in 
Lochaber. Margaret Jane Malcolm, who has also 
been with the band for five years, will soon be 
leaving Fort William to study at Robert Gordon 
University, Aberdeen.

Lochaber High School head teacher Jim Suth-
erland presented the drummers with certificates 
and photo books as leaving gifts. The June 

Standen Memorial Shield, presented to the best 
turned out piper or drummer of the season, was 
given to Jordan Currie, a fourth year pupil at 
Lochaber High School. 

The band, which relies on donations, thanked 
everyone for coming to the event. Announcer 
Gordon Wallace also extended the band’s thanks 
to Lochaber High School which supports the 
members with tuition and equipment. 

Margaret MacMaster, band tutor and piping in-
structor, who also works at Lochaber High School 
and in associated primaries said: ‘We have had to 
cancel some high street performances because of 
bad weather. Despite the fewer performances, we 
have been delighted to raise almost as much as we 
did last year.’

Nevis Bakery’s 
recipe for success
CHRISTMAS has come early for 
one Fort William bakers.

Nevis Bakery has won an 
award from British Bakers 
Christmas Stars 2016.

The high street bakers re-
ceived the award for their iced 
Christmas fruit � ngers, in the 
Christmas cakes and pudding 
category of the awards.

A MEETING to determine the 
fate of a community-owned 
school takes place today 
(Thursday).

The Highland Council will de-
cide whether to approve plans 
submitted by The Strontian 
Community School Building 
Ltd which wishes to build its 
own primary near Ardnamur-
chan High  School.  

The group was formed after 
the council told parents there 
wasn’t enough cash to replace 
the school on Ardnamurchan 
peninsula.

Plans received a boost 
recently after they were 
approved by the council’s 
education, children and adult 
services committee. If success-
ful, the school would be the 
� rst of its kind in Scotland.   

The meeting takes place at 
10.30am.

Council to decide 
on new school 

A THIEF entered the new 
school in Caol and removed 
a cement mixer overnight on 
Monday August 29. 

Police would like to speak 
with anyone who saw any-
thing suspicious. 

In particular, police are 
appealing for information 
regarding two males in a small 
grey vehicle who were acting 
suspiciously at the rear of the 
houses in Locheil Road, In-
verlochy, in the early hours of 
Tuesday morning August 30.

SOMETIME between August 
24 and 30 the slide and 
roundabout at the Pine-
grove children’s play park 
were damaged with black 
sticky paint.

BETWEEN 5pm on Monday 
August 29 and 9.45am on 
Tuesday August 30 the wall of 
the West Highland Museum in 
Cameron Square was sprayed 
with green gra�  ti.

MONEY was taken from 
a house in Kilmallie Road 
after someome entered the 
premises between 11pm on 
Tuesday August 30 and 2am 
on August 31. 

Police would like to speak 
with anyone who saw any-
one acting suspiciously in 
the area.

BETWEEN 6.30pm on Tues-
day August 30 and 4pm on 
Wednesday August 31, the 
paintwork of a Ford Mondeo 
car was scratched whilst it was 
parked in Ban�  Crescent, Fort 
William.

THE ATMOSPHERE was 
electric in Fort William last 
weekend as the Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers wowed a crowd 
of 500.

The band, which appeared 
on the BBC TV show When 
Will I Be Famous? in 2007, 
took to the stage of the Nevis 
Centre on Friday night for its 
first performance in the area 
in around eight years.  

Comprised of three pipers, 
a bassist, electric guitarist, 
brass section, two drum-
mers, keyboard player and 
accompanied by two highland 
dancers, the ‘bagrockers 
performed an eclectic set-
list from Auld Lang Syne to 
Don’t Stop Believing as well as 
tunes from their new record, 
Octane.

Kenny McLaughlin, Nevis 
Centre manager, said: ‘We 
had 500 people at the show 
and the feedback has been 
great. 

‘It might have taken the 
crowd a wee while to warm 
up but the guys soon sorted 
that and everyone was getting 
really involved by the end. We 
were really pleased to have 
the pipers play and delighted 
by how much people seem to 
have enjoyed it.’

The concert marked the 
opening of the Blas Festival.

SHOCK tactics proved a suc-
cessful strategy as a road safety 
week helped drive important 
messages home.

Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service (SFRS) in Lochaber 
held a new, week-long initiative 
throughout the area aimed at 
reassuring communities and 
visitors to Lochaber that road 
safety is at the heart of the work 
being done by all agencies. 

Events began with fire station 
road safety open evenings 
at Fort William, Acharacle, 
Kilchoan, Mallaig, Lochaline, 
Spean Bridge, Kinlochleven and 
Strontian fire stations. 

The initiative was also de-
signed to highlight the part the 
public needs to play in ensuring 
safety and the week ended with 
a high-impact event called the 

Agencies combine to drive 
home road safety message

‘Lochaber 999 road show’ last 
Saturday, in the grounds of 
Lochaber High School.

Pat McElhinney,  SFRS group 
manager, told The Oban Times: 
‘Road traffic accidents account 
for about 40 to 50 per cent of 
our call outs. We looked at the 
categories of people involved 
in these accidents and unfor-
tunately it’s cyclists and it’s 
children.’

Explaining some of the events, 
Pat said: ‘The high impact demo 
involves a car hitting an object 
weighted to the equivalent of an 
11-year-old.  The young drivers 
get in the car, they experience 
what it’s like to make impact 
with something like that and 
what happens to the thing you’ve 
hit.  They suddenly realise it isn’t 
so easy for cars to stop.

‘We also had a cycling HGV 

demo, teaching youngsters these 
vehicles have blind spots. This 
is something the young people 
might have heard of but it’s re-
ally important they understand 
there are places where they just 
can’t be seen.’

Mr  McElhinney  added: ‘The 
whole town knows that we had 
the fatal accident with the cyclist 
recently so this is quite poignant 
but also extremely useful infor-
mation 

‘This is the way people learn.  
We have the burned out car, we 
have the impact demo and we 
are encouraging those from age 
14 to get behind the wheel with a 
qualified instructor so they see 
the whole thing and we hope this 
really drives our message home.’

Involved in the partnership 
were the Highland Council, 
Police Scotland, Highlife 
Highland, Scottish Ambulance 
Service, Marine Coastguard, 

British Red Cross, Breedon Ag-
gregates Scotland, Fort William 
Rotary Club, NHS Highland 
and local driving instructors.

The road show also included 
speed impact demonstrations 
carried out by Police Scotland, a 
casualty care demonstration and 
simulations by Scottish Ambu-
lance Service crews. Emergency 
services equipment and vehicles 
were also on show.

Dr Michael Foxley, from 
Lochaber District Partnership, 
said: ‘We are all saddened by 
the tragedy of young lives lost, 
with families and friendships 
destroyed, by accidents on the 
roads in our region. If this initi-
ative saves the life of one young 
son, daughter or friend it will 
have been a massive success.’

He added: ‘I strongly support 
the Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service leading this important 
partnership work.’

Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers 
wow Fort 
William

Police
fi les

Representatives from the emergency services who took part in the road show. 21_f37 Road Safety Week 04

Chelsea Clark, 17, got behind 
the wheel with instructor Jean 
O’Brien as part of the initiative. 

21_f37 Road Safety Week 03

Emergency services united for the partnership. 21_f37 Road Safety Week 01

One of the band during the 
concert in Fort William. 

F 37 Chilli Piper 05

Presentations took place at Lochaber Schools Pipe Band’s � nal 
summer pararde of 2016. 21_F37 Pipe Band_ 01

Band’s last summer parade of 2016

New buddy bench for Inverlochy

Left:  Pippa Ferguson, 7, 
from White Bridge, on 

Twinkle with the Georgia 
M Allan Trophy and 

Reserve Champion of the 
show.

Lochaber
Show
winners

Right: Sarah Miller from 
Achnacarry Estate, with 

reserve pony winner 
Locheil Iona.

NEW FOR SEPTEMBER 2016!
The new Charnwood Ark 5 has just been launched and is a 
product we feel has real potential.
The stove is designed with clean modern lines and the clever 
convector panels mean that it can be installed into tight spaces 
as the distance to combustibles to the rear has been reduced 
to an amazing 80mm with 270mm to either side. In addition 
to this it also meets the UK Building Standards requirement to 
be installed on a hearth of only 12mm thick so all in all it is 
incredibly adaptable to all sorts of situations.
The stove comes with a sophisticated multi-fuel grate as stand-
ard which is something often missing from the contemporary 
cylindrically styled models. It has been designed with an in-
novative new combustion system ensuring the stove burns 
except ional l y 
clean and with 
an outstand-
ing efficiency of 
over 80% when 
burning wood or 
smokeless fuel.
The Ark 5 comes 
with or without 
a store-stand 
meaning that 
it is suitable for 
both free-stand-
ing installations 
and installations 
where it needs 
to be recessed into an existing chimney. It is available in 
Charnwood's usual 8 colour options and is currently in stock 
and available to view in our showroom.

For further details please call us on 01631 720539.
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THERE’S still time to see 
scale models of Scotland’s 
famous Kelpies in the shad-
ow of Ben Nevis.   

The world’s largest pair 
of equine sculptures has 
been on show at Neptune’s 
staircase on the Caledonian 
Canal for almost two weeks 
and will sail up the canal on 
Monday September 12. 

This was the first time the 
models had been at Britain’s 
longest lock flight.

Helping to promote Scot-
land and Falkirk as a visitor 
destination, the three metre 
high sculptures will be mak-

ing their way up the Great 
Glen to the world canal 
conference in Inverness.

Richard Millar, director 
of infrastructure at Scot-
tish canals, said: ‘From 
Neptune’s Staircase to The 
Falkirk Wheel, Scotland’s 
canals have been associated 
with innovative art and 
engineering for more than 
200 years.’ 

Inspiration for the Kelpies 
came from the heavy horses 
which pulled boats and car-
go along the towpaths of the 
Forth and Clyde and Union 
canals in their heyday.

LOCHABER and district Ca-
nine Society held an open dog 
show at the weekend.

Three hundred and ten dogs 
gathered in the Nevis Centre on 
Saturday August 21, with nine 
judges coming from all over 
the UK to judge the friendly 
canines.  

Best local dog was a Welsh ter-
rier owned by Janet Robertson 
of Fort William and the best in 
show winner was a beagle owned 
by Jackie Fraser of Westhill, 
Inverness. Next year’s show will 
be on Sunday September 10.

TIMESLINE

PEOPLE travelling to the Mod 
in Stornoway next month are 
being encouraged to make 
bus and ferry bookings as 
soon as possible.

Mod nan Eilean Siar 2016’s 
local committee along with 
Caledonian MacBrayne, Police 
Scotland and the Stornoway 
port authority are urging 
passengers to book in advance 
for Inverness-Ullapool coach 
services and island ferries.

LEARNER drivers are to 
bene� t from an increase in 
the number of car driving 
tests available on Hebridean 
islands.

Learners in Na h-Eileanan 
an Iar were facing a wait of 
several months to secure a 
test booking from the Driver 
Vehicle and Standards 
Agency (DVSA) with some 
being forced to travel to a 
di� erent island or even to 
the mainland to take a test.

The DVSA acknowledged 
the issues following a letter 
from MP Angus MacNeil 
and have created more 
availability for tests in 
September and October.

NOMINATIONS for the Scottish 
Rural Awards 2017 are open.

Outstanding rural business 
or someone who goes that 
extra mile in the community 
can be put forward.

The awards give people the 
chance to make sure those 
who make extra e� ort receive 
the recognition they deserve.  

The deadline for nominations 
is Friday October 14.

Mod goers urged 
to book transport 

Shorter test wait 
for learner drivers  

Scottish Rural 
Awards deadline

Best in show, Jackie Fraser’s beagle. 

The Kelpies at Neptune’s Staircase. 
Photo by Anthony MacMillan Photography.

Last chance to glimpse 
Kelpies at Banavie

Dogs put on 
a fi ne show 
in Lochaber

RAILWAY enthusiasts are 
invited to a garden party in 
Arisaig.

West Highland Community 
Rail Partnership (WHCRP) is 
hosting the event on Saturday 
September 17 at Arisaig Railway 
Station from 1.30pm. There 
will be music by the RSNO, re-
freshments courtesy of Arisaig 
Hotel and garden displays by 
ScotRail’s ‘station adopters’.

People are welcome to learn 
more about the WHCRP and 
enjoy all the fun on offer on the 
day.

Make tracks 
for Arisaig 
garden party

LOCHABER businesses are 
trying to find the gateway 
to success by signing up for 
expert advice.

Business Gateway (BG) is 
provided in collaboration with 
32 authorities across Scotland, 
delivering local business 
advice and practical guidance. 

According to the BG team, 
the enterprise is proving pop-
ular in Lochaber, with more 

than 30 organisations, includ-
ing Ben Nevis Motors, Silver 
Sea Fish and the Three Wise 
Monkeys, taking advantage 
recently.

Danny Gallagher, service 
manager for BG, said: ‘We 
are pleased with the progress 
in Lochaber for business 
development. A total of 39 
businesses received assistance 
from BG during the quarter.’

Companies keen to sign 
up for business advice

ORGANISERS of last Sunday’s Nether 
Lochaber Flower and Produce show were 
delighted with the turnout and the quality 
of items on show. 

Ann Marie Cameron said: ‘The show was 
a great success considering we tried out a 
Sunday. There was lots of lovely baking and 
home produce and the garden items were 
super considering the year we’ve had.’ 

Results: Home Baking – Most Points 
– Onich Hotel Cup – Sandra Cameron; 
Runner up in points – Lodge on the Loch 
Cup – Ingrid Anderson. Produce – MacK-
intosh Corran Cup – Ingrid Anderson. 
Knitting – Corran Bar Trophy – Elaine 
Cameron. Handicrafts – Camus na Gaul 
Cup – Jennifer Jarl. Floral Decoration – 
Marjorie Summers Trophy – Mary Michie. 

Floral – Most Points – Gleaner Cup – In-
grid Anderson; Runner up – Old Manse 
Trophy – Alex Cameron. Garden Produce  
– Old School Cup – Ingrid Anderson. Most 
Points Overall in Show – Nether Lochaber 
Community Rose bowl – Ingrid Anderson. 
Runner up – Callart Quaich – Sandra Cam-
eron. Best Entry in Show – George Ross 
Memorial Cup – Alex Cameron.

Left to right: Alex Cameron, age eight, from Onich, won best rhubarb and best in show; Ingrid Anderson, also from Onich, won � ve 
trophies including best overall; and a visitor admires some of the beautiful displays on show. Photos by Abrightside Photography.

Nether Lochaber Flower 
and Produce show success

ACCESS to funding has been 
identifi ed as one of the key chal-
lenges for small businesses.  

Argyll Enterprise Week has this 
as one of its central themes, with 
a whole day dedicated to linking 
entrepreneurs with a range of 
alternative sources of funding. 

On Tuesday November 1, a 
series of fi ve free one-hour sem-
inars will run throughout the day, 
so funders can outline what they 
have to offer and how to apply, 

and businesses can make contact 
and ask questions. 

The SJ Noble Trust was set up 
in memory of Johnny Noble, the 
co-founder of Loch Fyne Oysters. 
A keen supporter of rural regen-
eration, the trust offers grants 
and interest-free loans to new or 
existing businesses, typically in 
the region of £5,000.

DSL Business Finance Ltd is a 
not-for-profi t lender specialising in 
fi nance for SMEs and third sector 

social enterprises. It is the only 
Scottish-based delivery partner 
for the UK government’s Start-up 
Loans scheme and using this, its 
own loan fund, or a combination of 
both, DSL is able to provide loans 
to business for which there are no 
age or sectoral restrictions.

Crowdfunding is a growing 
source of fi nance for business, 
with many different platforms 
emerging. Growthdeck is a 
multi-channel platform that can 

help raise fi nance for a business 
through the sale of equity to its 
investor network. Growthdeck has 
raised more than £4.75 million 
from nearly 4,000 investors. 

The Scottish EDGE offers 
funding and support to help en-
trepreneurs realise their growth 
ambitions. 

It runs as a pitching competition 
and the businesses which demon-
strate the most potential could win 
grant and loan funding of up to 

£100,000 to deliver their growth 
plans 

Council representatives will 
outline the funding on offer from 
two programmes expected to 
launch in October – the Business 
Gateway Local Growth Acceler-
ator Programme, which will offer 
grants of up to £5,000 to support 
business growth and the Argyll 
and the Isles Leader programme, 
which will offer grants to small 
businesses of up to £50,000.

INVESTING WOMEN is 
a growing community of 
women angel investors, 
women entrepreneurs seeking 
growth and those who want 
to help both. It is one of the 
partners for Argyll Enterprise 
Week. 

Jackie Waring, founder and 
CEO at Investing Women, said: 
‘We are really excited about 
coming to Argyll and being a 
part of Argyll Enterprise Week 
in Oban.  

‘We will be delivering our Day 
with the Angels masterclass. 

‘This is a highly interactive 
workshop where you can meet 
and talk to business angels, 
get tips on what makes your 
business attractive to investors, 

the process involved and what 
to prepare.  

‘This is a very fl exible session 
where we discuss your business 
and business model, how your 
company can be scaled and 
other fi nancing opportunities 
which may be worth exploring. 

‘You will have many opportu-
nities to ask q uestions, meet 
other entrepreneurs, get help 
with your pitch and actually 
practise your pitch.’

There will be a wealth of 
expertise on hand and most of 
the Investing Women business 
angels have been and still are 
entrepreneurs who understand 
the journey.

Jackie added; ‘By helping 
more women into this space 

we are not only increasing the 
fi nancial capital available for 
investment in young innovative 
companies; we are unleashing 
the wealth of talent, human and 
social capital that these women 
will bring to the table.’

Investing Women believes 
in more than the money – it 
is passionate about entrepre-
neurs and believes in parity not 
power in the way that business 
is done. 

For more information. www.
investingwomen.co.uk.

Women angels

TO SUPPORT the growth of his businesses – 
Forbes Boat Care in Oban and The Yot Spot 
in Ardrishaig – Michael Forbes has sourced 
funding and support from several of the 
organisations taking part in Argyll Enterprise 
Week, including the SJ Noble Trust, DSL 
Business Finance Ltd and Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Business Gateway. 

He said: ‘When I fi rst set up in business 
I received help from the PSYBT. I also got 
a grant from the SJ Noble Trust which was 
crucial to growing the business. This allowed 
us to invest in the business which meant I 
could take on full-time staff. All we could offer 
at the time was seasonal work, but the grant 
meant we could keep someone on throughout 
the year. Without that I don’t think we would 
have taken the plunge and taken someone on 
a full-time contract. We now have fi ve full-time 
staff in Oban, including myself.

‘The Yot Spot needed a much bigger start-up 
plan, so we went down quite a few different 
routes for funding. Within the one building we 
have a licensed restaurant, a yacht chandlers 
with a gift shop, and facilities for the Crinan 
Canal. 

‘The SJ Noble Trust again helped us out 
with a loan. Foundation Scotland was really 
helpful and gave us a grant and quite a lot of 
mentoring. The other source of funding was 
DSL in Glasgow. It has been really good to 
deal with and has given us a lot of support as 
well as the funding.’

Michael 
Forbes, 
managing 
director 
of Forbes 
Boat Care 
and The 
Yot Spot

Focus on alternative funding sources

Argyll Enterprise Week update. . .
31 Oct - 04 Nov 2016

Jackie Waring is the founder 
and CEO of Investing Women. 

The organisation is a partner for 
Argyll Enterprise Week.
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Museum launches ambitious 
appeal for extension funding
KILMARTIN Museum is seeking 
to raise £400,000 from the public 
towards a new £6.7 million redevelop-
ment project to build more exhibition 
space for the area’s wealth of prehis-
toric artefacts hidden in storage.

Kilmartin Glen, north of Loch-
gilphead, is held to be mainland 
Scotland’s most important prehistoric 
ritual landscape, boasting within a 10-
mile radius 800 historic monuments 
built over 6,000 years. The include 
Britain’s densest concentration of 
rock art, a unique neolithic and 
Bronze Age linear cemetery, one of 
Scotland’s largest timber circles, and 
Dunadd Hill Fort, citadel to the first 
Kings of the Scots. 

‘This is our national story,’ the museum 
explains, ‘one where the place and the 
people who shaped it in prehistory 
led to the emergence of Scotland as a 
nation.’

To showcase the area’s rich 
archaeology, Kilmartin Museum 
opened in 1997 in the basement of 
the village’s 18th-century manse, 
with a café and shop in ancillary 
farm buildings. Over the past 19 
years the glen has yielded more and 
more treasures, including three 
4,500-year-old decorated ‘beaker’ 
pots, believed to be Britain’s oldest, 
in a grave at Upper Largie Quarry, 
and a Bronze Age footed food vessel, 
unique to Scotland, alongside glass 
beads from the Iron Age fortress of 
Balure Dun. But all these are hidden 
away in storage, because there is no 
room to display them.

‘Our work and artefact collections 
have outgrown our buildings,’ ap-
pealed Kilmartin’s charitable trust. 
‘The display is out of date and is show-
ing its age. To give us space to grow, to 
allow us to build on our successes and 
continue our work, we have developed 
an ambitious redevelopment project.

‘Our solution is an ambitious plan to 
transform the museum with a new ex-
tension. 

‘Our aim is to significantly develop 
our work and create an inspiring 
place where we can care for, celebrate 
and tell the story of Kilmartin Glen’s 
unique archaeological and natu-
ral heritage. 

‘The project will encourage many 
more people of all ages to understand 
and appreciate its global significance, 
and will secure the long-term future 
of Kilmartin Museum.’

The major extension, designed 
by architects Reiach and Hall, will 
join the two existing buildings into 
‘a seamless museum’, including new 
exhibition, education and creative 
spaces for community activities, a lab-
oratory and gallery, and a remodelled 
shop and café with increased parking 
to increase visitors and income.

‘It costs £245,000 per year to 
run Kilmartin Museum,’ the trust 
explained, ‘£43,000 of which we 
raise ourselves through ticket sales, 
and the profits from the café, shop 
and publications. We remain reliant 
on grant funding and the struggle to 
make ends meet is getting harder as 
our building infrastructure deteri-
orates and financial austerity in the 
public sector increases.’

The project will cost £6.7 million, 
of which Kilmartin Museum Trust 
has secured £400,000 in first-round 
Heritage Lottery funding, and a 
second-round application for £3.1 
million is under way.

But it is also now launching a major 
fundraising campaign for £400,000 
from the public and private trusts and 
foundations.

‘This is a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to gather Argyll’s archaeology 
in one place, in its homeland where it 
belongs, and ensure it remains here,’ 
the appeal states. 

‘The new building will allow us to 
create an accessible research and 
learning facility where we can safely 
curate all our collections, and where 
we can allow school pupils, students 

and visiting researchers access to 
these precious artefacts.’

As one of Mid Argyll’s largest 
independent employers, Kilmartin 
Museum argues it is crucial to the 
local economy, with an estimated 
impact of more than £3 million per 
annum. It hopes ‘the larger scale and 
better flow’ will double the number of 
visitors, boosting the area’s employ-
ment and tourist economy.

‘This is a big and ambitious project,’ 
it continues. ‘It has to be. It must 
future-proof Kilmartin Museum, care 
for and promote an internationally 
important collection, and ensure it 
can be exhibited and enjoyed within 
the landscape where it was found. 

‘If we cannot provide suitable facili-
ties, Argyll may lose its treasures.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

An artist’s impression of how the new extended Kilmartin Museum will look and, below left, a footed food vessel and 
a Largie beaker pot, which are in storage owing to a lack of exhibition space.

PUPILS at Rockfield Primary in Oban 
have taken to social media in a bid 
to find a Gaelic teacher for their school.

The vacancy has been advertised 
several times over the past few months 
with no success but now the children 
have created their own YouTube video 
in the hope that potential applicants 
will see it and apply.

The pupils made the video as part 
of a school project and were involved 
in every stage of the process, from the 
initial planning through to the final 
editing.

Councillor Rory Colville said: ‘What 
a fantastic video the pupils from 
Rockfield have produced. Showing 
initiative like this is something every-
one should applaud and I commended 
them for their efforts.

‘Teacher recruitment is an issue 
across Scotland and something that 
Argyll and Bute Council has been 
working very hard to address. We have 
taken numerous steps to attract teach-
ers to the area and, in conjunction with 
Argyll College, we have supported the 

introduction of a new postgraduate 
diploma in education to “grow our 
own” teachers. This course is for both 
Gaelic and English students.

‘The community of Tiree was very 
successful when a similar campaign 
was carried out to recruit a head 
teacher on the island. I really hope 

that someone out there sees the You-
Tube video for Rockfield and feels it’s 
the right job for them. 

‘Rockfield is a wonderful school with 

fantastic pupils and teachers. I truly 
hope that this appeal works.’

View the video at www.obantimes.
co.uk. 

Pupils in YouTube 
bid to � nd new 
Gaelic teacher

Predator faces 10 years
A 27-YEAR-OLD sexual ‘preda-
tor’ from the Highlands is facing 
up to 10 years in prison after a 
jury convicted him of having sex 
with an underage girl more than 
three years ago.

Angus Francis, of 2 Ross Place, 
Fort William, was accused of 
having sexual intercourse with 
the girl at various locations in 
Oban in 2012 and 2013, when she  
was aged 14 and 15, and he was 
aged 22 and 23.

Oban Sheriff Court heard Fran-
cis, a sales area manager, admit 
having sex with the 14-year-old 
girl in June 2012 when, he said, 
he believed she was 16. He de-
nied the second charge of having 

sex with the girl when she was 15. 
At the start of the four-day 

trial last Wednesday, the woman 
described first meeting Francis 
in 2012 in an Oban bar, before 
she was ejected by bouncers. 

‘He knew fine well how young I 
was,’ she said. ‘I never indicated I 
was 16 years of age to him, ever.’

Procurator fiscal Eoin McGin-
ty asked: ‘Had you told Angus 
Francis how old you were?’

‘Yes,’ she replied, ‘14.’
After they had sex, ‘he said I 

could not tell anybody,’ she told 
the court. ‘I felt flattered and 
wanted,’ she said. ‘I was a very 
vulnerable person. He saw that 
and he took advantage of that. 

I blame him for ruining me and 
taking advantage of me, and he 
could do it to someone else.’

Defending, Lewis Kennedy 
asked Francis on Friday: ‘She did 
not say, “I am 14 years of age”?’

‘No, she did not,’ Francis 
responded. ‘She told me she was 
16 years old.’ He said he only 
learned of her true age when a 
friend ‘told me she was 15, and to 
stay away from her. I said I will’. 

He said he did not have sex 
with her again until after she had 
turned 16. He also described her 
as ‘a very strong woman’, who 
‘looked like she was 18’.

In cross examination, Mr 
McGinty asked Francis: ‘You 

put the key in the door and you 
asked, “You are 16, aren’t you?” ’

‘Yes,’ Francis replied. ‘That 
was the end of it. I had no reason 
not to trust her.’ 

Summing up on Monday, the 
fiscal asked the jury: ‘Is it a 
reasonable belief that through 
all this activity he believed she 
was 16 years of age? Alarm bells 
were clanging all around him. 
They could not have been louder. 
He wilfully ignored them. His 
very own alarm bells rang when 
he put the key in the door and 
asked, “You are 16, aren’t you?”

‘There is a common theme, 
and that is the arrogance of the 
accused.’

Mr Kennedy argued Francis 
had reasonably believed she was 
16 when they had sex. ‘Would she 
really have been so candid to tell 
the man she wanted to impress 
her true age? Once she told a 
white lie, she stayed with it until 
she was found out. She was hard-
ly the sort of girl who snucked up 
to her My Little Pony. She was a 
wayward party girl and a deeply 
troubled young woman.’ 

After two hours, a majority of 
the jury found Francis guilty of 
both charges, with a third charge 
involving a sexual act not proven. 
A fourth charge was dropped.

Francis looked pale and 
shocked as Sheriff William J 

Gallacher said the jury had con-
victed him of two offences of ‘the 
utmost gravity’, calling him ‘very 
reckless with regards to a young 
woman’. 

The maximum sentence he 
could impose, he said, is 10 
years’ imprisonment. ‘Given 
the persistent nature of your 
predatory and selfish approach,’ 
he added, ‘I cannot visualise 
anything other than a custodial 
sentence.’ 

Sheriff Gallacher denied bail, 
and deferred sentence until 
October 5 in Dumbarton Sheriff 
Court for a report and risk as-
sessment. He placed Francis on 
the sex offenders’ register.

Pupils at Rock� eld made their own YouTube video to appeal for a Gaelic teacher

AN 83-YEAR-OLD Dalmally 
man is planning to embark on a 
massive 60-mile pilgrimage on 
foot.

Calum MacFarlane-Barrow 
will hike the marathon distance 
from his home village to Iona 
later this month.

Calum has been working to 
establish a walking route called 
St Conan’s Pilgrims Way that 
links Craig Lodge and Iona.  
The route could form part of a 
bigger project currently under 
way to create a walking route 
linking St Andrews on the east 
coast to Iona in the west that has 
been dubbed the Caledonian 
Camino.

Calum said he is doing the pil-
grimage to raise money for the 
work of Craig Lodge, a Catholic 
religious centre, so it can carry 
on putting on retreats and doing 
all the work it  wants to do with 
young people and families. 

He is hoping that people who 
have benefited in different ways 
from Craig Lodge over the past 
25 years will help and make a 
donation and sponsor him. 

Calum will be walking from 
next Saturday, September 17 to 
Iona via Taynuilt and Oban.

Calum, 83, 
takes on 
marathon
pilgrimage
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Roadshow
will mark 
Great War 

Council falls short of 
targets on sick leave

New head 
for Tiree

A TWO-DAY event will be 
held in Oban this weekend as 
part of a number of roadshows 
organised by Argyll and Bute 
Council to commemorate the 
First World War.

Yvonne McEwan from Edin-
burgh University will start the 
event tomorrow (September 9) 
with a talk in Oban Library at 
7pm about the Scotland’s War 
website.

As well as leading this inter-
esting and innovative project, 
Ms McEwan is also an expert in 
family and military history.

People in Oban and Lorn 
are invited to take along their 
family stories, artefacts and 
photos from the Great War 
to Oban Library on Saturday 
(September 10) between 10am 
and 1pm, where Ms McEwan  
will provide help in identifying 
items, learning how to find free 
information online and more.

The council also wants to hear 
stories from the home front, 
as well as of those who fought 
on the frontline. Anyone who 
has a story about a woman 
in their family who took on a 
traditional man’s job or anyone 
who has a photograph of their 
grandmother milking cows and 
helping with the harvest should 
go along. 

Councillor Robin Currie said: 
‘This event is just one of a num-
ber of events being organised 
by Argyll and Bute Council, in 
partnership with the World War 
One Steering Group, to mark 
the centenary of the First World 
War and remember those who 
sacrificed their lives.

‘There are many people who 
have artefacts, photographs and 
various other memorabilia from 
the First World War that have 
been passed down the genera-
tions. Many of these people are 
unsure of the history of these 
items and Yvonne’s visit is the 
perfect opportunity for people 
with these things to go along 
and find out their story.’ 

Laura appeals to community 
ahead of lifesaving transplant
A 16-YEAR-OLD girl from 
North Connel who is suffering 
from leukaemia is appealing for 
people to sign up to become a 
potential lifesaver.

Laura Campbell has been 
diagnosed with the disease for 
the third time in her young life. 
However, the teenager is on a 
mission to help as many people 
as possible.

Laura, who is hoping to 
receive a stem cell donation in 
October, is urging people to 
sign up to the Anthony Nolan 
stem cell register. 

With the help of the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service 
(SFRS), Laura’s appeal will 
take place on September 30.

The day will start at Oban 
High School in the morning, 
providing pupils with informa-
tion and the opportunity to join 
the register. Then, from 4pm 
until 10pm, a drop-in clinic will 
be held at Oban Community 
Fire Station to allow members 
of the public to do the same.

The Campbell family are 
extremely proud of Laura and 
her brother Stuart and they are 
grateful for the support that her 
friends have shown throughout. 
‘They have been amazing,’ the 
family said.

They would like to thank John 
Sweeney of the SFRS for all his 
help in organising the event.

Mike Clifford of SFRS said: 
‘Laura has been a true inspira-
tion since the moment we met 
her. The bravery and determi-
nation she has shown with not 
only her own battle but in her 
determination to help others 
really is remarkable. 

‘Laura has a fantastic group of 
family and friends behind her 
campaign, and I would also like 
to appeal to anyone who meets 
the criteria to step forward 
and potentially be a lifesaver. 
Joining the register is a simple 
process, with only a small saliva 
sample required. 

‘Once on the register, you 
remain so until your 60th 
birthday, so you may never 
hear anything again but there 
is the chance that someone in a 
similar situation to Laura could 
require your help.’

The SFRS and Anthony Nolan 
have partnered up to try to get 
more people to join the register.

Since the partnership started, 
more than 6,000 people have 
signed up, with 18 going on to 
provide a donation and 300 of 
those who signed up did so at an 
event held in Oban.

Amy Bartlett, regional reg-
ister development manager at 
Anthony Nolan, said: ‘Through 
our partnership with the SFRS, 
Anthony Nolan is asking more 
young people in Oban to regis-
ter and be a lifesaver.

‘People in need of a transplant 
are often reliant on a register of 

strangers who are willing to do-
nate their stem cells, so it’s really 
important that young people in 
Oban are learning more about 
the register and the lifesaving 
difference they can make.

‘Joining the register is easy: all 

you have to do is spit in a tube 
and fill in a short form. 

‘For people who are asked to 
donate their stem cells, 90 per 
cent will do so through a straight-
forward process similar to giving 
blood. To join the register you 

must be aged 16 to 30, weigh 
at least 50kg and be in good 
health. There’s more information 
at www.anthonynolan.org.

‘We are thinking of Laura as 
her transplant approaches and 
wish her all the best with her 

operation and recovery. It’s 
amazing that at this difficult 
time, she is using her experience 
to encourage more people to 
join the Anthony Nolan register 
and possibly become a lifesav-
ing donor themselves.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Laura, centre, is joined by � re� ghters Derek Wilson, Alan Pollock, Alan Robinson, David Roberts and Stuart Allen, as well as her friends 
and fellow students from Oban High School. 16_t37LauraCampbell01.

AN OBAN charity has been given a cer-
tificate recognising its contribution to the 
community and its help in the fight against 
cancer. 

DMI Cancer Trust received the certificate 
from Cancer Research UK committee mem-
bers after they received £18,000 in donations.

The MacInnes family founded the trust 
after watching family members suffer from 
the disease.

The trust organises a charity concert, 
We’ll Walk This Road Together, each year, 
which attracts some of the top Scottish 

traditional music bands in the business. 
Since its inception three years ago, the con-
cert has helped raise more than £40,000, 
which has been split between various char-
ities throughout the Oban and surrounding 
area. 

June Pearson, Cancer Research UK 
committee member, said: ‘We would like to 
thank Nonnie, Karen and their family. 

‘It’s an absolutely wonderful thing. They 
have given us £6,000 each time. We don’t 
have to do anything. Nonnie and his family 
do everything.’ 

Mull pupils prove they are top class

A NEW head teacher has start-
ed at Tiree High School. 

Graham Wilks, who has been 
working as depute head teacher 
at Kilchuimen Academy in the 
Highlands, is now in place and 
has said in a newsletter that 
he has been touched by the 
welcome and support he has 
received from both from pupils 
and staff.

EXCITEMENT was i n the 
air at Lochdonhead Primary 
on Mull last week when the 
official opening took place of 
the school’s outdoor science 
laboratory.

Opened by Michael Russell 
MSP, the lab was created using 
the £1,000 prize money the 
school received as a result of 
winning last year’s Our Envi-
ronment competition.

This national competition, 
organised by Scotland’s Envi-
ronment Web and supported by 
the Scottish Environment Pro-
tection Agency (SEPA), Keep 
Scotland Beautiful, Young Scot 
and Education Scotland, invited 
youngsters aged between six and 
18 to identify an environmental 
issue and submit their ideas on 
how they would improve it.

The entry from Lochdonhead 
won top prize for the work the 
pupils had already carried out 
in the school grounds and their 
plans to create a conservation 

garden which can be used by the 
whole community.

But this isn’t the only success 
the school has had in the past 
12 months. Lochdonhead was 
also selected as one of only 
three finalists in the Learning 
for Sustainability category in 
this year’s Scottish Education 
Awards.

Argyll and Bute councillor 
Rory Colville said: ‘Having 
recently visited the school and 
viewed first-hand this wonder-
ful initiative that the pupils of 
Lochdonhead have established, 
I am delighted that science lab-
oratory is now up and running. 
It’s great to see that the pupils 
are aware of the importance of 
the environment and are keen 
to conserve it. The opening of 
the new science laboratory will 

not only encourage hands-on 
learning but will also enable 
pupils to share their ideas and 
become active citizens in their 
local community.’

SEPA provided the pupils 
with equipment for the new 
laboratory. 

Stewart Prodger, from SEPA, 
said: ‘We’re delighted with what 
Lochdonhead Primary has done 
with the Our Environment prize 
money. This competition was all 
about stimulating interest in the 
local environment, analysing 
issues and working together to 
find solutions. 

‘The pupils of Lochdonhead 
Primary were worthy winners, 
showing a great vision of how to 
improve, conserve, understand 
and share their environment 
with others.’

Under the microscope: a young 
scientist at work on Mull.

Christine and June Pearson of Cancer Research UK hand the 
certi� cate to Nonnie MacInnes and daughter Jenna.

Charity’s efforts honoured

Argyll delegates see German economic transformation
A DELEGATION from Argyll and 
Bute – including representatives 
from the council, local businesses 
and a social enterprise – visited 
a district in Germany which has 
transformed its own economy and 
successfully reversed a decline in its 
population.

The recent trip to Amberg-Sulz-
bach in Bavaria focused on econom-
ic growth, sharing best practice and 
promoting Argyll and Bute to the 
international European market.

Councillor Aileen Morton said: 
‘Growing our population and the 
local economy was very much on the 
agenda during the highly successful 
visit. Following the EU referendum 
result, it is even more important that 
the council maintains and strength-
ens its European ties and partners. 

‘In this respect, the visit to Am-
berg-Sulzbach, which is overcoming 
the same challenges that we are 
experiencing in Argyll and Bute, was 
important and enlightening. 

‘Reversing a population decline 
will bring people and jobs to the area 
and as a consequence help protect 
funding for future services.’

The itinerary also included visits 
to see care-at-home facilities for 
the elderly, restored buildings using 
LEADER funding, an events venue 
located in a refurbished and con-

verted barn, and a social enterprise 
providing accommodation, support 
and employment for adults with 
special needs. 

Amberg-Sulzbach is similar to 
Argyll and Bute in that it has a popu-
lation of approximately 100,000 peo-
ple which has previously experienced 
a decline, but has now been reversed. 

Next year sees the 50th anniversary 
of the twinning of Argyll and Bute 
and Amberg-Sulzbach and, during 
the trip, the delegates agreed to take 
forward the partnership with a focus 

on economic growth, environmental 
services, area regeneration and 
cultural exchange. 

Douglas McKenzie, of Oban-based 
marine biotechnology specialists, 
Xanthella, said: ‘The valuable 
exchange visit showed there are 
genuine business co-operation 
opportunities for Argyll and Bute 
and Amberg-Sulzbach to learn from 
each other, particularly in the areas 
of forestry, tourism, and food and 
drink. Although faced by challenges, 
the Bavarian district has also done a 

lot to encourage its industrial sector.’
Culture and young people also 

played an important part of the 
itinerary, with the council’s visit 
coinciding with the first leg of a 
youth exchange project that saw 
10 young people from Oban, Bute 
and Helensburgh spending a week 
meeting Bavarian young people. 
The programme included canoeing, 
climbing and a trip to Munich. 

A visit by the German group to Ar-
gyll and Bute is scheduled for Easter  
2017. 

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
faces a challenge in meeting its 
target to reduce absence due to 
sick leave, as new figures reveal 
a rise in the number of sick days 
by staff in the spring this year.

The council has a target of 
reducing absence by six per cent 
this year, but between April and 
June the average number of 
days lost per full-time worker 
was 2.57, compared to 2.48 days 
in the same period last year.

In a report to Argyll and Bute 
Council’s performance review 
and scrutiny committee, Jane 
Fowler, head of HR, said the 
main reason for absence was 
stress or related issues, involved 
in 29 per cent of cases.

In cash terms, the cost of 

sick pay over the quarter was 
£771,814, representing a £19,000 
fall in comparison to the previ-
ous year.  

Ms Fowler acknowledged that, 
while stress continues to be a 
major factor in absenteeism, 
staff are trained in its man-
agement. She added that while 
short-term absences linked to 
stress are rising, there has been a 
fall in long-term stress absence.

Outlining a range of initiatives 
to help staff deal with the issue, 
Ms Fowler added: ‘We are very 
aware of need for early referral 
for occupational health support 
and we are doing a lot to tackle 
stress. W e take it very seriously 
and are always looking to best 
practice elsewhere.’ 

Delegates from Argyll and Bute included 10 young people 
on the � rst leg of a youth exchange project.
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Driver to 
stand trial 
over death 
of isle vet
A MAN this week denied caus-
ing the death of a vet on the isle 
of Mull by dangerous driving.

Thomas Wainwright, 27, from 
Valbonne, France, appeared at 
the High Court in Glasgow on 
Monday to plead not guilty. He 
will stand trial next year.

He is accused of driving while 
under the influence of alcohol, 
at speeds of up to 95mph and 
on the wrong side of the road. 
Wainwright is also charged 
with failing to provide a breath 
sample.

Wainwright is also accused 
of performing ‘doughnuts’ with 
his car and driving the wrong 
way round a roundabout and 
on the wrong side of the road 
on various occasions between 
October 24 and 27 last year on 
the island.

The Maserati Ghibli car he 
was driving was in collision with 
a van being driven by 29-year-
old vet Theresa Wade on the 

A849 near to Craignure, Isle of 
Mull, on October 28, 2015. 

Judge Lady Rae set trial for 
March next year at the High 
Court in Glasgow.

Miss Wade ran the island’s 
only veterinary practice at Fish-
nish. She was travelling home 
from work to the Kinloch Hotel 
at Pennyghael, where she lived 
with partner Charles Pease, 
when the crash took place at 
8.15pm.

At the time her partner Mr 
Pease said: ‘Theresa was one 
of life’s bright stars that burned 
out all too soon.

‘I feel absolutely beside myself 
because she was a young woman 
with great potential who was 
an exemplar for all that Mull, 
Oban, Argyll and even Scotland 
could present to the world.’

She grew up on the Ross of 
Mull where her mother and fa-
ther Mary and Trevor Wade ran 
Bayview Stores at Bunessan.

AN 11-YEAR-OLD pupil at Dunbeg 
Primary School has conquered a daunting 
physical challenge for charity.

Charis Simpson, a P7 student, took part 
in the SiMBA canoe and climb challenge, 
hiking up Ben Lomond in the muddiest 
conditions and paddling on Loch Lomond. 
She was part of a team of seven canoeists 
and 21 climbers who spent the past week-
end raising funds and awareness for the 
charity, which responds to the needs of 
those affected by the loss of a baby. 

One of the climbers who joined the 
Munro ascent was Taynuilt resident Tim 

Devaney, who has been raising funds for 
SiMBA in memory of his twin boys. 

Charis took part in the challenge with 
her parents Andrew and Susan, and was 
climbing and canoeing in memory of the 
baby sister she never got to meet. When 
Charis was five, her parents lost her sister 
Eilidh Beth to stillbirth at 34 weeks. She 
remembers being very excited about hav-
ing a wee sister and was devastated when 
she found out she had died. 

The challenge was led by Boots N Pad-
dles which for three years has sup ported 
SiMBA. 

Charis said she wanted to take part in 
the challenge – which left her aching so 
much she struggled to get to school on 
Monday – because she wanted to help the 
charity support other families like hers 
who had lost a baby. 

Charis previously took part in the SiM-
BA Great Glen Challenge in 2014 when 
she was just nine years old as part of a 
23-strong team of kayakers and canoeists. 
That year they raised more than £17,000 
for the charity between them. This year 
the whole team has so far raised around 
£7,000 with funds still coming in.

Charis hits the heights with charity challenge Honours
for selfl ess 
volunteers

LOCAL people are being urged 
to celebrate the work of selfless 
individuals at the annual Argyll 
and Bute Volunteer of the year 
awards.

Volunteers across Oban will be 
celebrated next Friday September  
16 at the annual awards ceremo-
ny, which recognises volunteers 
in categories including regional 
heroes, individual volunteer of 
the year, young volunteer of the 
year and health volunteer of the 
year. 

In addition, the organisation of 
the year will be chosen on the day 
by a secret ballot, while the top 
honour – the Sargus Memorial 
prize – will be presented to one 
of the day’s winners, along with a 
prize of £1,000 in travel vouchers 
for the winning individual or 
organisation.

Among the guests at the awards 
ceremony will be MSP Mike 
Russell, Argyll and Bute Council 
chief executive Clelland Sneddon, 
chief officer health and social 
care integration Christina West, 
and the depute lord lieutenant 
for Argyll and Bute, Graham 
MacQueen. 

The keynote speaker will be Bill 
Clifford from Mary’s Meals. The 
awards will be held in the Ar-
gyllshire Gathering Halls, Oban, 
and will be hosted by Argyll and 
Bute Third Sector Interface.

 Left to right, 
back row: Mike 

Dunthorne 
(director 

of Boots N 
Paddles), Chris 

Muir, Jonny 
Kermode, 
Lynn Moir; 

front: Charis 
Simpson, 

Archie the 
SiMBA bear, 
Susan Simp-
son, Louise 
Mainland 

and  Aileen 
Thomson.

KATRINA RASMUSSEN
krasmussen@obantimes.co.uk

One-way system test for Oban ferry pier Help is needed to tidy playpark
A NEW one-way system for 
Oban ferry pier is to be trialled.

Ferry operator CalMac and 
port owner Caledonian Mar-
itime Assets Ltd are to test a 
one-way traffic system at the 
terminal. The four-week trial, 
which starts on Monday Octo-
ber 3, aims to improve safety 

for pedestrians and to ease 
congestion on the pier. 

Alasdair Henderson, from 
CalMac, said safety on the pier 
needs to be the priority and 
the number of pedestrian and 
vehicle incidents at present is 
unacceptable. He added that 
the new system should simplify 

traffic flows and make manage-
ment of movement on the pier 
easier for everyone.  

Traffic throughout the trial 
will enter from Alma Crescent 
and drive through the one-way 
only, exiting via Station Square. 
The area from the CalMac 
terminal building to Station 

Square will be a pedestrian-only 
zone and street furniture will 
be installed to separate loading 
bays from pedestrian areas. 

Businesses that will be af-
fected by the new system have 
already been consulted and a 
further meeting will be held to 
discuss additional details. 

OBAN Community Playpark 
is appealing for volunteers to 
help tidy the garden so that 
work can get under way to 
upgrade the path and install 
play equipment, benches and 
wooden carvings.

The garden clear-up will 
take place on Saturday (Sep-

tember 10), from 10am until 
3pm near Atlantis Leisure 
Centre, with people able to 
come and go as they please. 

The clear-up will include 
weeding, pruning and possibly 
planting, all under the supervi-
sion of a gardener. 

An adult must be on hand to 

supervise children at all times 
and anyone with gloves and 
tools are asked to bring them 
with them on the day.

Fundraising for the under-
fives play park is more than 
halfway complete, with 
£58,000 of £100,000 already 
raised.
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Scotland’s 
Marine Protected Areas
Drop-in session
Come along and find out more 
about the wonderful birds that use 
Scotland’s seas and the proposed 
Special Protection Areas that will help 
safeguard their future.

Tarbert
Tarbert Village Hall 
13 September, 2-8pm

www.snh.gov.uk/marinebirdSPAs
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Sport

Strathspey Thistle 0
Fort William            1
Highland League

Football

Athletics

Magnifi cent seven for Finlay Wild

FORT William travelled to 
Grantown on Spey at the 
weekend and claimed their first 
points of the season. 

The Fort took the lead against 
Strathspey Thistle early in the 
match.

Great play by Colin MacLean 
down the right resulted in his 
ballbeing sent into the box per-
fectly where it was picked out  
by Marty Munro who produced 
a composed near post finish to 
make it 1-0 to the visitors in the 
eighth minute. 

Great save
In the 25th minute an Iain 

MacLellan effort was cleared 
off the Thistle goal-line and just 
five minutes later it took a great 
save from David Aitchison in 
the home goal to deny Colin 
MacLean from doubling the 
lead.

Ten minutes later Aitchison 
did well again to deny Scottie 
Davidson’s brilliant turn and 
shot.

The visitors proceeded to 

THE 2016 Ben Nevis Race 
saw the 100th recipient of the 
Connochie Plaque, for runners 
completing 21 Ben Nevis Rac-
es. The plaque is in memory 
of Dr Charles Connochie and 
was presented by his daughter, 
Kathleen Macpherson. The 
first recipient was the famous 
Eddie Campbell, ‘King of the 
Mountain’.

The official starter of the 
2016 Ben Nevis Race was 
Henry Swan Young from In-
verness. He is a descendant of 
the first ever winner of the Ben 
Nevis Race, William Swan, 
who became the first runner 
to complete the race in 1895 
in 2 hours 41 minutes. He was 
a hairdresser and tobacconist 

WINNERS of the Duncan Gillies Triples Shield 
were, back row left to right, Gogs Hamilton, Liz 
Kennedy and Alan Lawrie. 

The runners up were Allan MacDonald, Bill 
Clark and Robert Hunter.

Duncan Gilles, left, and his wife Patrizia, sec-
ond right, presented the shield to the winners.

Duncan first presented the trophy 25 years 

Finlay Wild celebrates winning the Ben Race for the seventh time in a row. 
Photos: Anthony MacMillan Photography.

CHANGES to a historic race 
failed to phase competitors as 
Finlay Wild from Lochaber 
Athletics Club took home his 
seventh win.

The Ben Nevis Race took 
place in Fort William on 
Sunday. The week before the 
event, competitors had been 
warned to stay off the grass or 
face a lifetime ban from the 
race. Event secretary of the 
event Mickey Whitehead said 
the decision has been coming 
for years. He added: ‘We want 
to keep the area good so we 
can keep the race going.  It was 
one the committee had to make 
at some point and now was as 
good a time as any. I wasn’t 
shocked by it.’

Henry Swan Young was the 
official starter of the race. He 
has run the race 27 times and 
although he last competed in 
1999, he has returned every 
year since as a spectator, 
initially with his wife and more 
recently accompanied by his 
brother. 

He said: ‘It’s a great thing to 
be part of. I like to come back 
and see how everyone is getting 
on and support the ones who 
are coming through the ranks. 
There’s not many left from 
those days but I was glad to be 
asked to start the race.’

Finlay Wild, 31, achieved 

his seventh successive win 
and shaved minutes off his 
time from last year, coming 
in at 1:28.45. With regards to 
his preparations, Finlay said:  
I’ve just been eating well and 
training hard, running longer 
distances in training and I 
believe that was a personal best 
for me. The route changed a 
bit but it wasn’t a problem. If it 
really was a personal best, then 
maybe it’s even better.’

Finlay also won the Mrs J W 
Hobbs Cup in the team prizes 
category alongside fellow mem-
bers from Lochaber Athletics 
Club, Andrew Barrington and 
Callum Fraser who was best 
local performer under 23 and 
best local not winner. 

Andrew, 26, shed some light 
on his thought process while 
completing the challenge.  
He said: ‘On the way up you 
don’t think of anything really. 
And on the way down ‘stay on 
your feet, stay on your feet’ is 
all that’s going through your 
mind.’

Sophie Horrocks from Ros-
sendale Harriers won the Ed-
die Campbell Cup for being the 
first lady home, while Amanda 
Blackhall, Diane Baume and 
Julie Corner took home the 
first ladies team prize.

The Connochie Plaque is 
given to individuals who have 

completed 21 Ben Nevis Races.  
David Armstrong, Andrew 
Horsfall, Paul Bates, Andrew 
Robinson, Mark Newell all 
achieved this prestigious goal 
this year.

Results: Winner - MacFarlane Cup 
- Gold Medal - £50, Finlay Wild, Lo-
chaber Athletic Club; 1:28:45; Second - 
George MacFarlane Jnr Quaich - Silver 
Medal - £40, Tom Owens, Shettlestone 
Harriers, 1:34:14; Third - Jimmy Conn 
Memorial Trophy - Bronze Medal - 
£40, Sam Tosh, Rossendale Harriers, 
1:34.29. Best Local not Winner - Co-
op Society Shield - Callum Fraser, 
Lochaber Athletic Club, 1:44:44. 
Best HM Forces Runner - Volunteer 
Arms Cup - Gregor Davidson, A Coy 
4 Para, 2:07:46. Best Police Runner 
- Wallace Plaque - Chris Newman, 
Wharfedale Harriers, 1:52:06. Best 
Ambulance Service Runner - Scottish 
Ambulance Service Shield - Richard 
Roberts, Eryri Harriers, 1:49:26. Best 
Fire Brigade Runner - Fire Brigades 
Union Trophy - Kirt Livesey, Clayton le 
Moors, 1:58:41. First to Summit - Lovat 
Scouts Trophy -  Finlay Wild, Lochaber 
Athletic Club, 00:58:50. First Local to 
Summit - Lochaber District Council 
Trophy - Finlay Wild, Lochaber Athlet-
ic Club - 00.58:50. Team Prizes - First 
Team - Mrs JW Hobbs Cup - Three 
Gold Medals - Lochaber Athletic Club 
- Finlay Wild, 1:28:45; Callum Fraser, 
1:44:44; Andrew Barrington, 1:45:36. 
Second Team - Three silver Medals - 
Bingley Harriers -  Rob Jedd, 1:40:06; 
Ian Holmes, 1:43:20; Andrew Jebb, 
1:51:52. Third Team - Three Bronze 
Medals - Wharfedale Harriers - Sam 
Watson, 1:42:52; Mark McGoldrick, 
1:45:08; Spencer Riley, 1:51:14. Ladies 
Prizes - First - Eddie Campbell Cup 
- Gold Medal - £50, Sophie Horrocks, 
Rossendale Harriers, 1:56:20; Second - 

Silver Medal - £40, Sharon Taylor, Helm 
Hill Runners, 1:59:46; Third - Bronze 
Medal - £30, Judith Jepson, Dark Peak 
Fell Runners, 2:2:47.

First Local Lady - Turnbull Quaich - 
Amanda Blackhall, Lochaber Athletic 
Club, 2:11:41. First Lady Veteran 40+ 
- Nevis Bank Hotel Shield - £20 - Judith 
Jepson, Dark Peak Fell runners, 2:02:47. 
First Ladies’ Team - Off-Beat Bikes 
Shield/ Three Gold Medals - Lochaber 
Athletic Club - Amanda Blackhall, 
2:11:41; Diane Baum, 2:12:34, Julie 
Corner, 2:16:57. Completing 21 Ben 
Nevis Races - Connochie Plaque 
-  David Armstrong, Northumberland 
Fell Runners, 2:12:18; Andrew Horsfall, 
Todmorden Harriers, 2:20:50; Paul 
Bates, Lonsdale Fellrunners, 2:54:31; 
Andrew Robinson, Clayton le Moors, 
2:54:46; Mark Newell, Cambridge 
Harriers, 3:25:41.

Best Under 23 - Kathleen Connochie 
Cup - £20 - Callum Fraser, Lochaber 
Athletic Club, 1:44:44. Best Local 
Under 23 - Victor Manley Memorial 
Trophy - Callum Fraser, Lochaber Ath-
letic Club - 1:44:44. Best Veteran 60+ 
- Locheil Trophy - Philip Alexander 
Kammer - Cosmic Hillbashers, 2:14:06. 
Best Veteran 50+ - Duncan MacIntyre 
Trophy - £20 - Ian Holmes, Bingley 
Harriers, 1:43:20. Best Local Veteran 
50+ - Eddie Campbell Memorial Tro-
phy - John Hepburn, Lochaber Athletic 
Club, 2:11:27. Best Veteran 40+ - CWS 
Steele Cup - £20 - Morgan Donnelly - 
Borrowdale Fellrunners, 1:39:23. Best 
Local Veteran 40+ - George MacPher-
son Memorial Trophy - Graham Munro, 
Lochaber Athletic Club, 2:04:52. Best 
Newcomer not Winner - JA MacPher-
son Shield - Mark Nixon, Pudsey & 
Bramley AC - 1:47:12 

 Lochaber Athletic Club members who took part in the Ben Race.

Two ex-runners of the Ben Race Kathleen Macpherson and Henry 
Swan Young with one of the medals the runners receive.  

100th Connochie plaque handed out
in Fort William. Henry Swan 
Young, now retired, has previ-

ously been awarded a Conno-
chie Plaque.

Fort’s Iain MacLellan is sandwiched between two Clachnacuddin players 
during last week’s 5-0 defeat at Claggan. Photo: Iain Ferguson.

comfortably see out the final 20 
minutes of the game and secure 
their first points of the season.

The Fort’s Martin Munro was 
man of the match. 

Fort William had new keeper 
Colin MacRitchie in goal in 
place of Dougie MacLennan 

come through the club’s youth 
ranks and has already featured 
in the first team squad several 
times this season. 

Iain is highly thought of by 
everyone at the football club 
and is a welcome addition to 
the squad.

The Fort’s next game will 
be at home on September 10 
against Wick Academy. Kick- 
off 3pm at Claggan Park.

who was out following 
an injury sustained at 
the home game against 
Clachnacuddin on 
Wednesday.

MacLennan was 
taken to the Belford 
hospital in Fort William 
where his injuries were 
checked and he was 
later released. But the 
keeper looks to be out 
for six to eight weeks. 

The Fort were defeat-
ed at home on August 
31 0-5 by Clachnacud-
din.

Following the club’s 
win at Strathspey they 
had another boost when 
16-year-old local lad 
Iain MacIntyre became 
the latest player to sign 
on at Claggan Park.

The youngster has 

Fort pick up � rst three points of the season

‘The route changed a bit but it wasn’t a problem’

ago in memory of his father who was a member 
of  Fort William Bowling Club. The competition 
was held at Fort William Railway Bowling Green, 
Inverlochy.
Photo: Anthony MacMillan Photography 

Bowls
Duncan Gillies Memorial Triples
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday September 1, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 03.48 1.7 09.22 3.3 15.57 1.7 21.23 3.2
Fri 04.39 1.9 10.10 3.1 16.51 1.9 22.07 3.0
Sat 05.46 2.0 11.31 2.9 17.59 2.1 23.24 2.8
Sun 07.04 2.0 14.05 3.0 19.16 2.0  **.**  *.*
Mon 02.28 2.9 08.25 1.8 15.04 3.2 20.35 1.8
Tues 03.24 3.1 09.27 1.6 15.47 3.5 21.40 1.5
Wed 04.05 3.4 10.11 1.2 16.25 3.7 22.28 1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

19 15

13

Thursday Light rain showers
Winds moderate southerly
Temperatures 12°C to 17ºC.

Friday Heavy rain
Winds moderate southerly
Temperatures 12°C to 15ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain showers on Sunday

Winds moderate south westerly
 Temperatures 11ºC to 14ºC.


