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Oban still
attracts top
tennis players

Mum’s court 
battle over 
son’s death

Body found
in home

LITTLE Learners’ Nursery held its annual graduation ceremony with recently appointed nursery manager 
Kathleen McNiven looking on. Kathleen who grew up in Oban has moved back home to take over at the helm of 
the nursery as manager. She was keen to tell the children how well they were doing. She said: ‘The children are 
graduating, some from ante-pre school to pre-school and others are going on to primary one. They have all been 

successful learners and we wanted to celebrate that. It is lovely to be back in Oban. Everyone has made me so 
welcome and it is amazing how many faces I remember.’ 16_t28learners01

Little learners are ready to move on

Oban woman faces Spanish trial

AN EXTRADITION order to take a 
former Oban woman to Spain to stand 
trial for the alleged manslaughter of her 
toddler son will be carried out unless 
her partner pleads guilty to ‘accidental 
homicide’.

Corinna Reid, aged 33, now of Gilmore 
Street in Edinburgh, has fought a sheriff 
court decision to extradite her over the death 
of her son, 16-month-old Aiden Cormack-
Reid, in Tenerife in January 2007. 

Until now, the ex-Oban mother who has a 
six-month-old child has been making legal 
arguments to stop the extradition order on 
manslaughter charges. 

the order was thrown out in the Court of 
Criminal Appeal in Edinburgh.

Accidental homicide
Her ex-partner Robert Cormack, aged 

been taken to Spain to face charges of 
manslaughter. It is understood, from the 
appeal case, that he may plead guilty to 
accidental homicide.

Judges at the Court of Criminal Appeal in 
Edinburgh last month heard Mungo Bovey 
QC, Ms Reid’s defence agent, argue that to 
move the nursing mother would breach her 
right to family life which under European 
legislation is a fundamental human right. 

Due to ill health, Ms Reid was not in the 
appeal court to hear the decision to uphold 
the extradition order.

The court heard that Ms Reid’s son Aiden 
Cormack-Reid, died on January 12, 2007 at 
the Paraiso Floral Hotel in the Adeje resort 
of Tenerife.

The couple were allowed to return to 
Scotland two weeks after his death because 
initial tests showed he died of natural 
causes.

The couple, who do not live together, 
were told of the toxicology results in April 
last year and were questioned over the 
allegations. A European arrest warrant was 

later issued for them and they were arrested 
in Edinburgh on January 7 of this year. 

Their daughter was allowed to continue 
living with Ms Reid at her home in 

by Cormack’s mother then later by Ms 
Reid’s father.

Appeal court judges heard that Corinna 
Reid may not face prosecution because 
of potential legal negotiations by her 
partner who is already in jail in Tenerife.
Senior judge, Lord Nimmo Smith, 
called for both the Scottish and Spanish 
authorities to adopt a responsible 
attitude about sending Reid abroad.
He said: ‘It would be thoroughly undesirable 
if she was to be taken to Spain by virtue of 
the warrant only to be sent back home after 
a relatively short time with proceedings 
against her having been discontinued.’ 
This would be the case if Cormack pleads 
guilty to the lesser charges of accidental 
homicide.

Attempts were made by The Oban Times
to contact Ms Reid, her family and QC, but 
they were unavailable for comment.

Report by LOUISE LEE

Corrinna Reid outside Edinburgh’s 
Court of Criminal Appeal.

A ‘NEIGHBOUR from hell’ 
who, along with her partner, 
is accused of terrorising her 
neighbours in a block of 

Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) to have 
her removed.

ACHA had tried to evict the 

battle involving neighbours 
and a councillor to have her 

But following a 
‘technicality’ in court 
proceedings, ACHA’s case 
was thrown out, despite the 
its belief it had a strong case 
for eviction.

The woman and her partner 
are accused of causing their 
neighbours mental health 
problems by banging on 
doors, breaking windows and 
using intimidating behaviour 
towards them.

One neighbour said: ‘I have 
been keeping a notebook 
of all the incidents of anti-
social behaviour for the past 
two years, which I thought 
would be evidence enough to 
evict them.

‘Doors bang at all hours 
and different folk go in and 
out. This is a wicked woman 
and this situation should not 
have gone on this long.

‘I am devastated we didn’t 
get the eviction and now we 
are back to square one.’

Mental health
A relative of another 

neighbour said: ‘The situation 
is ridiculous. One neighbour 
has been to Argyll and Bute 
Hospital in Lochgilphead 
with mental health problems 
because of it.

‘This couple is under the 
impression they have won 
this case and are not slow to 
let us know about it.’

Oban South and the Isles 
councillor Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘The decision not to 
evict this tenant may have 

been legally correct, but 
morally it is wrong.’

ACHA chief executive 
Alastair MacGregor said: 
‘The association regrets we 
were unable to pursue this 
case on technical grounds as 
we were convinced we had a 
very strong case with respect 
to the evidence obtained.

‘Over the next few days 
we will consider whether or 
not we would wish to start 
the process again.’

He added that ACHA 
previously had 12 successful 
evictions in respect to anti-
social behaviour, including 
drugs.

‘Neighbour from hell’ eludes eviction

West Highland Tennis Championship 
tournament referee Mary McLean, 
centre, from Oban, congratulates 

ladies and gents open winners, Kirsty 
McRae from Falkirk and Jordan Ray 
from Bearsden, after their victories 

on Sunday. The week-long 
tournament, which clashes with

 Wimbledon, still attracts the top 
players in the country, against whom 
local competitors can test their skills.

 See back page for report. 
07_t28ten01

A BODY found in a home 
at Balvicar had gone un-
noticed for three days, it is 
alleged.

Police say there are no 
suspicious circumstances 
surrounding the death of a 
man whose body was found 
on Sunday morning.

Isle of Seil neighbours 
raised the alarm with police 

Charles McKichan in the 
early morning. 

It is understood that the 
man had not been seen 
for a number of days, and 
neighbours entered his 
houses after becoming 
concerned that his curtains 
had remained closed and 
newspapers not collected.

The man who stayed on 
his own at Hamnavoe, in the 
small row of houses beside 
the road to Cuan Ferry was 
said to have underlying 
health problems.

Mr McKichan is believed 
to be in his early 60s and had 
spoken to a friend three days 
before his body was found. 
His family do not live in the 
area.

A police spokesman said: 
‘There are no suspicious 
circumstances to this death. 
He stayed on his own and 
was found shortly after he 
had died. A post mortem will 
be carried out to identify the 
cause of death.’

Island’s
GP fears
RESIDENTS on Colonsay 
met NHS representatives 
on Tuesday over fears they 
could lose their GP post 
when the island doctor retires 
at the end of September.

At present, the island is 
served by Dr John Currie. 
So far there have been no 
applications for his post.

Full story on page 9.

Spoil yourself on an
Escape Away

Weekend Special
1 night DBB £90

2 nights DBB £180
3 nights DBB £260
4 nights DBB £320

Prices are per couple per evening 
from Thursdays - Mondays

inc. 3 course meal 
from an extensive menu.

Book early to avoid disappointment
thegreygullinn@yahoo.co.uk

www.greygull.co.uk

My Island
Tiree page 13

Next issue of Mull & Iona 
Life magazine out now
 PICK UP YOUR COPY TODAY
To subscribe see page 4 
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Sunday morning drink ban stays

Anglers
warned
off piers

WITHOUT the work of the 
Argyll Piping Trust, it could 
be argued, fewer children 
would be learning the chanter 
and bagpipes.

And without children 
coming through the piping 
ranks, the place of Argyll 
as a home of traditional 
music would be greatly 
diminished.

Celebrating 30 years as 
a charity, the organisation 
formally known as the 
Argyllshire Gathering Trust 
is pleased with the progress 
it has made but continues to 
have strong aspirations. The 
charity hopes it will be able 
to widen its outreach tuition 
to ensure more children will 

Ian Tegner, a trustee, said: 
‘There are three strands to 
our work; the Argyllshire 
Gathering held in August, 
the Argyllshire Ball and the 
work of the piping trust. 
The piping trust promotes 
the music of the Highland 
bagpipe – through our solo 
piping competitions and 
school tuition scheme.

‘The Argyll Piping Trust 
was set up in 1996 in 
partnership with Argyll and 
Bute Council to provide 
piping tuition to schools. 

Stirring work by piping trust
Charity has helped Argyll children learn about traditional music

‘Over the past 13 years, 
we have with the help of 
internationally- known tutors 
such as Angus McColl and 
Stewart Liddell developed 
a primary school tuition 

programme. We have worked 
in 19 schools in places such 
as Knapdale, Oban, Easdale, 
Lochgilphead, Inveraray, 
Islay and north Lorn.

‘The trust works in 

partnership with Argyll and 
Bute Council to provide 
half of the costs of tuition 
– entirely raised through 
sponsorship, and this year 
will total £25,000.

‘We are indebted to our 
funders – such as John 
Morrison aka Jolomo, and 
the Shroder, Fleming and 
the Robertson trusts. And 
we are always looking out 

for more ways in which to 
fund our work either through 
individuals or charitable 
organisations.

‘This year the trust’s 
contribution to tuition costs 
will be in excess of £25,000.

‘Sadly, due to current 

the council, new projects may 
require us to make a larger 

scheme is clear. Children are 
able to learn about traditional 
music and Highland culture 
in our project. We are 
now seeing former pupils 
competing in out annual 
piping competitions, whereas 
in 1996 there was a dearth of 
new local talent.

‘There is a growing 
appreciation of piping in 
Argyll – new styles of piping 
are evolving and new tunes 
are being written. We are 
looking forward to see what 
the next 30 years will bring.’

Mr Tegner explained that 
the success of the Oban 
games, competitions and 
the annual ball go some way 
towards funding the tuition. 
For further information about 
the Argyllshire Gathering 
and the work of the trust: 
www.obangames.com.

A BLANKET ban on buying 
alcohol on a Sunday morning 
will continue in Argyll and 
Bute despite the Scottish 
government recommending 
a nationwide 10am-10pm 
sales policy.

Legislation coming into 
force on September 1 means 
local authorities will be able 
to open off sales seven days 
a week from 10am to 10pm. 
However, Argyll and Bute 
Council has decided that 
in the majority of cases the 
earliest someone can buy a 
carry-out on a Sunday will 

be 12.30pm.
Licensee Sandy Brunton 

from Fionnphort, Mull said: 
‘It seems that the licensing 
board thinks that we in 
Argyll must not have any 
control over our drinking.

‘The guidance from the 
Scottish government is to 
have a blanket coverage 
for off sales. But our 
board is making it more 

to why it is ignoring the 
recommendations.

‘If off sales were open 
every day between 10am and 

10pm then everyone would 
know where they were.’

A council source said: ‘The 
new Licensing Scotland Act 
2005 allows in principle for 
off sales premises to be open 
seven days a week from 
10am-10pm.

‘However it is a matter for 
individual boards to decide 
whether or not they are 
willing to grant these hours.

‘The council’s licensing 
board has a general policy 
of not allowing licenses to 
open before 12.30pm on a 
Sunday.’

Council praised over housing work
A NATIONAL charity has 
praised Argyll and Bute 
Council for making sure 
disabled people get proper 
housing.

Inclusion Scotland rated 
Argyll and Bute better than 
most in a survey of local 
authorities, but said there is 
still room for improvement. 

Donna McSwiggan, 

disability charity, said more 
than 200 accessible homes 
had been built in Argyll and 
Bute since 2004, many more 
than other councils. 

She said: ‘Argyll and 
Bute Council performed 
fairly well. It is developing 
a common housing register, 
‘Home Argyll’, which will 
assist with the provision on 
waiting list – a big bonus 
for disabled people who are 
waiting on an accessible 
home.’ 

However, she said 
there was still a shortage 
of accessible homes and 
another 900 needed to be 

She added that the council 

must do more to involve 
disabled residents in housing 
policy. 

A spokeswoman said the 
council was working on a 
new assessment of housing 
need and had set up a 
working group to provide 
more suitable homes for 
disabled residents. 

She added that the council 
had beaten its targets for 
building and adapting homes 
for disabled people, spending 
more than £1.3 million on 
adapting housing association 
properties since 2004.

WITH the school summer 
holidays underway, 
Caledonian MacBrayne is 

from the working areas of 
piers is not permitted.

‘Warmer weather and the 
school holidays traditionally 
lead to increased numbers 

but few seem to realise the 
dangers they pose to others 
and themselves,’ said a 
CalMac spokesman.

He said that if anglers’ 
actions were a danger then 
the company would not 
hesitate to call the police.

‘CalMac has no wish to 
provoke confrontation with 
groups of anglers and we 
will only call on the police 
if reasonable requests to stop 

working area are ignored.’

ARGYLL and Bute 
councillors have asked 

approach schools in Oban 
and Lorn about making 
the day of Oban Highland 
Games a school holiday.

Councillors were asked to 
approve the school holidays 
for 2010-2011 at last week’s 
meeting.

Previously schools in 
the area have not wished 
to use one of their holiday 
allocations to coincide with 
the Argyllshire Gathering 
games, usually on the last 
Thursday of August.

At the Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles Area Committee, 
chairman Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre suggested 
approaching Oban High and 
primary schools in the town 
and area once more before 

year’s holidays and his peers 
agreed.

Fresh bid
for games
holiday

Dolphins
link to
climate
change
AN ENVIRONMENTAL 
organisation says the large 
number of common dolphins 
seen in Oban Bay and other 
parts of the Highlands is due 
to climate change.

Earthwatch is suggesting 
that dolphin populations are 
moving increasingly further 
north in search of food and 
breeding grounds as water 
temperatures rise.

Earthwatch scientists 
and volunteers spotted an 
estimated 400 common 
dolphins in a massive 
migration towards the North 
Sea.

Tarbert’s
festival
success

A FLYING club which leases 
land at Oban Airport from 
Argyll and Bute Council 
claims it has been ‘continually 
harassed and bullied’ in order 
to get it to leave.

The statement was made 
after the council announced 
it was seeking legal advice 
because Argyll Aero Club 
fenced off the land it leases 
from the council, eating 
into a safety area around the 
runway.

The council conceded 
the club was within its 
rights to delineate the area 
but the method used ‘had 

serious consequences for the 
operation of the airport’.

Under its licence the airport 
must have the runway strip 
clear of obstacles and the 
club’s fence means that the 
useable runway has been 
shortened, preventing larger 

landing.
‘Mislead’ 

In a press statement Argyll 
Aero Club challenged the 
council’s  claims, saying 
it was an attempt ‘to 
deliberately mislead the 
public’ and challenged leader 
Councillor Dick Walsh to 
‘name any operator whose 
use of the airport has been put 

in jeopardy’.
‘That the leader of the 

council should now suggest 
they will take legal action 
against the club for normal 
use of their leased land is 
nonsense,’ said the aero club 
statement.

‘The ACC has leased an 
area at the airport since 1995 
and has been model tenants 
spending our own money to 
enhance facilities for both 
local and visiting pilots.’

The statement added: 
‘When the council decided 
to licence the airport they 
required a part of the club’s 
leased area in order to comply 
with Civil Aviation Authority 

regulations.
‘Instead of trying to resolve 

the situation by discussion, 

council provided misleading 
information to the CAA in 
order to obtain a licence for 
the airport.

‘Over the past two years 
the council has continually 
harassed and bullied the club 
in order to move us off the 
airport and gain control of the 
ground.’

A council spokeswoman 
said: ‘The statement from 
the club does not address the 
relevant issue – namely that a 
fence it has erected is having a 

serious detrimental impact on 
the operation and development 
of Oban Airport.

‘The council has a 
responsibility to maximise the 
operational capacity of Oban 
Airport and thus the potential 
revenue it can attract.’

The council said the 
airport had been operating 
successfully for a year and 
had the potential to ‘carry on 
from strength to strength’.

‘However, there are always 
going to be small pockets of 
resistance to change and it is 
disappointing that the Argyll 
Aero Club has chosen to take 
its current stance,’ added the 
council spokeswoman.

Dogfight continues between aero
club and Argyll and Bute Council

By MARIAN MILLER

A BATTLE of epic 
proportions took place in 
Tarbert last Friday night to 
kick-start this year’s Seafood 
Festival.

This year’s celebrations 
began a day early with a 
medieval battle between 
the Scots and English in 
the surroundings of Tarbert 
Castle.

After a hard-fought tussle,  
Seafood Queen, Emma 
Henderson and princesses, 
Jodie Henderson and Charlie 
Monks were crowned by 
Tarbert Citizen of the Year, 
Robert McPhail.

Highlights across the 
weekend included the 
annual festival parade 
through Harbour Street, 
Nick Nairn’s seafood 
cookery demonstration, the 
Scottish Cycle Stunt team, 
and the seafood Sunday 
market. Children had a 
host of activities to choose 
from including fair rides, 
face painting and circus 
performers.

Festival organiser, Nick 
Mills, said: ‘The event was 
a staggering success, the 
levels of participation and 
attendance far exceeded the 
previous years, and it was 
more diverse and innovative 
than ever.’

It is hall to 
save energy 
in Dalavich

Pupils in safety message

THE LARGEST ever Scottish 
government payout to the dairy 
industry has been given to Kintyre 
to build a new Campbeltown 
Creamery.

The deal, with First Milk co-
operative and Tesco, has seen the 
world food giant buy the site of the 
existing creamery to build a new 
store with petrol station, creating 
200 new jobs; the creamery will 
relocate and be up and running 
by the middle of 2011 and the old 
Tesco store will go on the open 
market.

The sale of the former whisky 
distillery to Tesco, First Milk 
funds and up to £3.9 million from 
the Scottish government will 

This secures the future of the 
42 dairy farms in Kintyre and 
Gigha which supply milk to the 
creamery, creating £11 million for 
the local economy. It also secures 
more than 100 other jobs serving 
the creamery and farms – feed, 
haulage, maintenance and plant.

Richard Lochhead, cabinet 
secretary for rural affairs and the 

environment, said: ‘Our largest-
ever grant for a dairy company in 
Scotland proves we are committed 
to doing all we can to support the 
Scottish dairy sector.

‘The Campbeltown Creamery 
is a huge part of the social and 
economic fabric of Kintyre.’

Argyll and Bute Council has 
given its backing to the plans.
Depute leader, Councillor Robert 
Macintyre said: ‘We will do 
everything to overcome any 
possible objections.’

Tony McElroy, Tesco’s corporate 
affairs manager, said research had 
shown Campbeltown people are 
travelling to stores in Oban and 
Glasgow to shop and that the new 
store would keep shoppers in the 
town.

‘We know our existing store 
is very popular and believe that 
this is a fantastic opportunity.’ He 
added that the new store would be 
so large it would create  more than 
200 new jobs.

He said Tesco would undertake 
public consultations about the 
new store. 

New creamery
deal should be
a massive boost
for Kintyre

• Do you have 
a story?
 Call The

Oban Times
reporters on

01631-568000

A NEW heating system, 
new windows and better 
insulation are being installed 
to help Dalavich Village 
Hall cut its carbon footprint 
and energy bills by half. 

Dalavich Improvement 
Group, which owns and 
operates the hall, received 
grants from the Scottish 
government’s Climate 
Challenge Fund and 
Community Energy Scotland 
to pay for materials. Village 
volunteers have provided 
much of the labour. 

Already, the building’s 

has been replaced by an air 
recovery heat pump in the 
clubhouse and two wood-
burning stoves in the main 
hall.

Chris Bruce, chairman 
of DIG, said: ‘These two 
initiatives have meant a lot of 
work, a lot of research and a 
lot of heartaches but the end 
result is immense satisfaction 
of jobs well done.’ He added 
it had already made the hall 
a much nicer environment 
and he hoped for dramatic 
cuts in running costs.

Now the building’s 
distinctive cladding is being 
removed to install an extra 
layer of insulation and 
a breathable membrane. 
Apart from the more 
pleasant temperatures and 
environment inside, visitors 
will struggle to notice the 
difference as the cladding 
will be replaced piece by 
piece. Windows with rotten 
frames are also to be replaced 
with double-glazing.

To celebrate the 
improvements, the 
community will be holding a 
‘Green Day, Happy Day,’ on 
Sunday. There will be stalls 
and activities from a range 
of organisations involved in 
environmental projects. 
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Gaelic
support 
team formed

Lifeboat aids

Signs leave
a village
poleaxed

Motorcylists hit out at ‘lethal lack’ of signs at Appin roadworks

THE ORGANISATION 

support team to supervise 

escape for

Lloyd Halliday in his garden with the offending poles in the background. The main 
road through Connel is below his garden. 15_t28signs02 Freedom

FV 
Freedom

Cirrus

The Tornado F3 Fighter Jet was based at RAF
 Leuchars in Fife. 

Two killed as RAF
jet crashes near
Rest and Be Thankful

Flight Lieutenant Nigel 
Morton.

Flight Lieutenant Kenneth 
Thompson.

Teenager on trial over ‘sex offences’

The Oban Times



CALEDONIAN MacBrayne 
(CalMac) has asked members 
the public to help stop a 
spate of vandalism in the 
ladies’ toilets on board the 
MV Isle of Mull, the Oban to 
Craignure ferry.

The ferry operator said 
mess has been left in 
the toilet cubicles on a 
number of occasions which 
required extensive cleaning, 
potentially causing delays to 
the service.

A spokesman for CalMac 
said: ‘The fact that damage 
is being caused within ladies’ 

to police and to identify the 
culprit or culprits.

‘We would therefore be 
very grateful if passengers 
could look out for any 
suspicious activity and alert 
staff as soon as possible.’

Vandalism on 
Mull ferry

Dunstaffnage 
on TV
AN OBAN schoolgirl will 
present a programme about 
Dunstaffnage on BBC Alba 
today (Thursday).

Keira Smith, aged 13, will 
front the second programme 
in the Ann an Còi5 (In 
Five) series, taking in the 
sights of Dunstaffnage and 
interviewing her grandfather, 
Angus Smith, who lives in 
Dunbeg.

The programme will be 
aired at 6.50pm. 

PARENTS of children 
attending Oban’s Gaelic 
Medium Unit (GMU) nursery 
have welcomed a change of 
heart from Argyll and Bute 
Council, after it decided not 
to move their children out of 
a purpose-built classroom.

The classroom, within 

currently houses the GMU 
pupils and mainstream 
nursery pupils in morning 
and afternoon sessions but 
education policy changes, 
stating nursery children 
required a minimum of three 
hours education per day, 
dictated that both classes 
could not use the classroom.

Following a decision to 
move the GMU children into 
temporary accomodation to 
make way for mainstream 
pupils, the council has said 
this week that changes 
will not be made until next 
year, so that a more suitable 
alternative can be found.

However, as The Oban 
Times went to press, parents 

council’s change of tact.
Parent Eloise Cameron, 

who will have two children 
in the Gaelic nursery next 
year, said: ‘I am delighted 
if they have decided to wait 
until next year to make the 

classroom for the children to 
use but until I see it in black 
and white for myself, I won’t 
believe it.

‘This is the result we 

THERE is frustration that a 
solution to improve water 
rescue services on Loch 
Awe is not happening fast 
enough.

While a task force is to 
be set up to take certain 
measures forward, some of 
those involved are concerned 
that another incident like 
the one that led to four men 
drowning earlier this year 
might happen again.

Emergency services did 
not have a suitable boat 
close by with which to carry 
out a rescue, despite the 
men’s shouts being heard in 
the dark and fog.

At last week’s meeting 
of stakeholders, chaired 
by Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles Community Safety 
Forum chairman Councillor 
Donald MacDonald, 
Loch Awe Improvements 
Association honorary vice 
president Terry Macnair 
felt that a system of safety 
boats could be set up around 
the loch, with a means of 
disseminating information 
via a local co-ordinator.

‘Local meetings can take 
place in village halls where 
local people are given the 
training and the protocol 
about what happens if there 
is an incident. In my mind it 
could be set up in one to two 

months,’ he said.
Highlands and Islands 

MSP Jamie McGrigor said 
the existing set-up, where 

of contact, was ‘in no way 
good enough’.

Chairman of Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee Councillor 
Duncan Macintyre, said: 
‘What worried me at the 
last meeting and still does 
is that if we have a similar 
incident then we face the 
same situation. We have got 
to do something positive 
very quickly.’

John Rae, Strathclyde 
Fire and Rescue’s head of 
operations, personnel and 
development in Argyll, said 
boat operators could feel 
‘moral pressure’ to try and 
rescue people and said the 
risks had to be assessed and 
proper training given.

It is against the law for 
emergency services to task 
the voluntary sector to help 
them unless they have been 
trained and have equipment 
to the same standards as the 

emergency services.
Paddy Tomkins, who is 

reviewing Scotland’s inland 
water rescue capabilities for 
the Scottish Government, 
was present and said: ‘My 
view at this early stage 
is that the best means of 
addressing these challenges 
is locally; I don’t think 
there will be any top-down 
solution.’

But, he added, there had 
to be an understanding of 
the risks involved and any 
training required.

‘What we clearly don’t 
want is any well-intentioned 
people becoming part of the 
problem,’ he said.

Iain MacKinnon, 
a volunteer with the 
Coastguard in Oban, 
outlined various solutions 
the voluntary sector has put 
forward, including a ‘loch 
watch’ scheme - residents 
with a view of the loch, boat 

operators and others who 
would be alerted to incidents 
that they could report back 
with information on.

The existing 
set-up – 
‘in no 
way good 
enough’

Highlands and Islands 
MSP Jamie McGrigor

Solution to improve safety on Loch Awe 
not happening fast enough
A system of safety boats could be set up around loch

wanted but I’m concerned 
that they could change their 
minds again.

‘We had a meeting with 
the school the day before 
we broke up for the summer 
holidays. It was supposed to 
be a discussion on what to do 
next - but we were basically 
told it was happening.

‘We were angry that these 
changes were being made at 
such short notice, when they 
had another year to think 
about it.’

The purpose-built nursery 
has a specially-designed 
adjoining toilet so the children 
can use it themselves. It also 
has access to a garden and 
play facilities.

Another GMU parent, Sally 
Campbell, was also unaware 
of the council’s change of 
heart. She said: ‘Part of the 
reason I was so angry was 
that my son is so happy in 
the nursery. It is a fantastic 
facility in an excellent school 
and I was raving about it 
to other parents. However, 
the proposed classroom had 
none of the facilities the 
nursery had and their nearest 
toilet was for disabled adults. 
These children are really 
small - they wouldn’t be able 
to use that themselves.

‘For me the argument was 
never between Gaelic and 
mainstream. If it had been 
the other way round and the 
mainstream children were 
being moved, I would have 
fought their corner too.’

Parents welcome council
u-turn over Oban Gaelic nursery

David Graham, aged 56, 
a community learning 
development worker from 
Dunoon, has become the 
Scottish Labour Party’s 
Argyll and Bute candidate 
for Westminster.

David was chosen by party 

the party’s executive as its 
candidate earlier in the year.

He has lived in Dunoon 
for 15 years and was a senior 
youth worker in Drumchapel 
in Glasgow for 17  years. He 
is married to Valerie and has 
three grown-up children. 
He has been involved 
in a number of election 
campaigns for the Labour 
Party in Argyll and Bute and 
decided ‘at the mature age 
of 56 to have a stab at the 
Westminister seat’.

David Graham, the 
Scottish Labour Party’s 

prospective Westminister 
parliamentary candidate 

for Argyll and Bute. 

New Labour 
candidate for Argyll

in their nets and creels are being asked 
to donate them to Barcaldine’s Scottish 
Sealife Sanctuary.

The sanctuary hopes to bolster and 

increase the variety of its displays and 

appeal a year’s free admission to the 
sanctuary.

Sanctuary manager Alex Blackman 

said: ‘Years ago we used to regularly 

be something of no commercial value  
but is a bit bizarre.’

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Major project loses £2.5m

Exclusive
By STEPHEN NORRIS

Skye pipers miss the boat

CRASHING property and 
rental values have seen a major 
hotel and retail development 
planned for Fort William’s 
struggling west end lose a 
quarter of its worth in 12 
months, The Oban Times can 
reveal.

Edinburgh-based Kilmartin 
Ashford gained permission to 
build a 60-room Travelodge 

former McTavish’s Kitchens 
and Grand Hotel site last 
September, raising hopes an 
early start to work would 
herald a business recovery in 
that part of High Street. 

Councillors attached strings 
to the deal in an attempt to get 
KA to help pay for improving 

Report by STEPHEN NORRIS
the area in and around 
Gordon Square, ruling that 22 
commuted car parking spaces 
should be provided at a cost of 
£110,000 and an access road 
behind the site be upgraded to 
public road standard.

But the recession has since 

as retailers considering coming 
to Fort William play hardball 
over the amount of rent they 
are looking to pay.

Last year’s widely quoted 

development’s value, based 

fully occupied is now history, 
Ashford director Andrew 

Smith told The Oban Times.
He said: ‘The end value 

of the project, once it is 
completed and fully let with a 
rental income stream, is now 
around £7.5 million. That’s 25 
per cent less than a year ago.

‘Our values have been 
hammered and we will not 
make any money out of this. 

‘This is now not a 
moneymaking exercise, but 
rather than have a dead site 
lying there undeveloped, we 
are far better having a rental 
income stream and doing 
something with that.’ 

Mr Smith reiterated his 
commitment to the project 

and hoped a revised planning 
application to Highland 
Council would be approved 
next month. Two major 
retail chains were lined up to 
occupy the two biggest units 
of 7,500 sqft and 6,500 sqft in 
the shopping arcade.

Mr Smith added: ‘We have 
got two retailers on board who 
are wanting to come in, but 
they are keen to know what 
the planning position is before 
they commit. If we can get the 
consent in August and get our 
two retailers, there’s no reason 
why we can’t start this year.’

Lochaber planning team 
leader Susan Poole said: ‘We 
hope to include this on the 
agenda for August.’

A DRIVER has been 
been found guilty of 
having an insecure load 
on his lorry which led to 
an accident in which a 
51-year old Ballachulish 
woman died.

Neil Douglas, aged 32, 
was driving the timber-
laden articulated lorry 
on December 18 on the 
A82 when it rolled over 
going around a bend at 
Corrychurachan on to 
Caroline Hamilton’s car, 
killing the care worker.

Police collision 
investigator Alistair 
Stewart told Fort William 
Sheriff Court the accident 
could only have been 
caused by an insecure 
load after police ruled 
out speed, driver error 
and road conditions as 
possible causes.

Control
He said: ‘The cause 

of this collision was that 
the driver lost control 
of the vehicle due to the 
trailer rolling over on 
a left hand bend. This 
was most likely caused 
by an incorrectly loaded 
trailer, a trailer not 
symmetrically loaded on 
the longitudinal axis. This 
placed too much weight 
on the off-side, or the 
load moved and placed 
too much weight on the 

off-side.’ Douglas, of 36 
Glen View, Dalmally, 
working for Ferguson 
Transport at the time, 
said he had supervised 
loading the lorry at a 
Corpach timber yard that 
morning.

He said: ‘I am not 
prepared to accept 
what they [the accident 
investigators] say. I 
believe 100 per cent that 
the load was secure. 

‘I don’t know what 
caused the accident. 

trailer had a little slide 
and then caught the 
traction. I think that’s 
pretty plausible.’

Fining Douglas £500, 
Sheriff Lorna Drummond 
said the only explanation 
for the lorry rolling over 
was that its load was not 
loaded correctly or was 
not properly secured.

She said: ‘This 
accident had tragic 
consequences but I take 
into account that you are 

this has obviously deeply 
affected you. 

not know that the use of 
the vehicle would involve 
danger or injury and for 
that reason I am not going 
to impose endorsements 
on your licence.’

PROPOSALS to site a St Kilda Centre in the Outer 
Hebrides are to be discussed by island communities 
over the summer.

The centre would aim to capture and celebrate the 
‘spirit of place’ of the UK’s only mixed UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Places with a view of St Kilda 
– on a good day – are likely to be at an advantage 
when possible locations are drawn up.

West coast island communities such as Uig and 
Mealasta on Lewis, Huisinis on Harris and Paible on 

The St Kilda Centre working group has appointed 
Jura Consultants to progress the idea. 

PORTREE police are appealing for information after a stolen 
car was found ‘extensively damaged’ on the Kyleakin side 
of the Skye Bridge in the early hours of Saturday morning.

The black Mazda 3, which has an 08 plate, was stolen 
from outside the Kings Arms Hotel in Kyleakin a short 
time before, police told The Oban Times. No-one was in the 

‘I would ask anyone with information to contact us on 
01478 612888,’ Inspector Duncan MacLean said.

A82 fatal crash lorry 
had insecure load

New centre for St Kilda

Skye police appeal after car found

Off the ferry at last: Isle of Skye pipe band joins the Mallaig Gala queen and princess on Saturday. f28girls05

TRANSPORT links between 
Skye and Lochaber are under 
the spotlight after a pipe 
band missed its cue to open 
the Mallaig Fishermen’s 
Mission gala on Saturday 
morning.

The Isle of Skye Pipe 
Band thought their bus 
from Portree to Armadale 
Pier would connect with 
CalMac’s 10.15am sailing to 
Mallaig - but arrived just in 
time to see the boat heading 
back to Lochaber. 

Their 9.15am Rapson’s 
service was scheduled to get 
to Armadale at 10.21 – six 
minutes AFTER the ferry 
leaves.

Drum major Peter 
MacDonald told The Oban 
Times the band, which 
CalMac sponsors, had 
to wait for the next ferry 
at 11.35am - and lost 90 
minutes performance time.

No time
He said: ‘We had booked 

the bus in order to catch the 
morning ferry service. At no 
time were we told that the 
service bus would not link 
up with the ferry to get us 
across to Mallaig in time for 
the opening.

‘Why can’t the operators 
to these services sit round 
the table and work out a 
schedule that would link 
ferries, buses and trains? 

‘The bus left Portree at 
9.15am. Why can’t it leave 
10 minutes earlier? 

‘Some parents of band 
members had arrived at 
Armadale before the bus and 
they told the ferry operators 
we were coming, but they 
still would not hold the ferry 
back.

‘We were scheduled to 

play in Mallaig at 10.50am. 
It was very frustrating 
arriving there one and a half 
hours late.I felt we were 
letting down the Mallaig 
Fishermen’s Mission gala 
organisers.

‘We were all in Portree at 
8.30am, so it was an early 
start for our members from 

‘The disappointment was 
more arriving at Armadale 
and seeing the boat sailing 
away only 200 yards from 
the pier.’

A CalMac spokesman said 
the band could have caught 
the earlier bus connection 
and had the ferry been held 
‘serious knock on effects’ 
on later services would have 
resulted.

He said: ‘We are 
sorry to hear of the pipe 

the simple fact is that 
they chose a bus service 
which is not scheduled 
to connect with the ferry.
 ‘Connectivity with other 
modes of transport is a 
challenge we face across the 
network, and where possible 
we work with bus and rail 
companies to improve 
connections, however there 
are times when this is simply 
not possible.’

Stagecoach, Rapson’s 
parent company, were 
unavailable for comment at 
the time of going to press.

Mr MacDonald added: 
‘It’s a learning experience – 
next year we will be making 
private arrangements to 
make sure we get there in 
time for the ferry.’
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• Do you have a story? 
Call The Oban Times 

reporters on
 01397-703003

LOCHAWE RESCUE BOAT FUND RAISING CAMPAIGN
The Oban Times is pleased to promote and support fundraising efforts in a bid to purchase a 

search and rescue boat to serve the local area.
Recent tragic events have highlighted once again just how dangerous the lochs and rivers of our beautiful part of Argyll can be.

‘Loch Ness and Loch Lomond have rescue boats – but Loch Awe doesn’t have one. Yet there have been more lives 
lost on Loch Awe in the past 10 years than Loch Lomond and Loch Ness put together.’ – Donald MacGregor, Kerrera

HELP US MAKE OUR LOCHS AND RIVERS A SAFER PLACE
Your donation, no matter how small, could make all the difference

Donations can be made by sending cheques or postal orders made payable to: 

Loch Awe Rescue Boat Fund
To – Loch Awe Rescue Boat Fund, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, OBAN PA34 4HB
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Repair of A83 must be made a priority, says MSP

Oban man
threatened
to kill
partner’s cat

FOLLOWING concerns 
about the state of repair of the 
A83, calls are being made to 
Scotland TranServ and Argyll 
and Bute Council to make it a 
priority.

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Jamie McGrigor has joined 
Councillor Donald Kelly of 
Kintyre in pressing the roads 
authorities to upgrade the 

Arrochar to Campbeltown 
road.

Councillor Kelly said: 
‘While TranServ  has 
completed repairs on some 
road stretches, constituents 
and businesses that use it 
regularly continue to contact 
me and express their concerns 
at the potholes and rough 
surfaces on large parts of the 

A83 – conditions that have 
led to expensive damage to 
many vehicles.’

He said Campbeltown 
and Kintyre were trying to 
attract new businesses but 

infrastructure to help them.
Mr McGrigor said: ‘Indeed 

at some sections of the road, 
drivers virtually have to drive 

in the middle of it to avoid the 
rough surfaces and potholes.

‘While I am very conscious 
of the pressure on local 
authority funding, Argyll and 
Bute Council needs to treat 
this as a matter of the utmost 
priority,’ he said.

Transportation spokesman 
for Argyll and Bute Council 
Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 

said Scotland TranServ, the 
trunk roads maintenance 
authority, had earmarked £4.4 
million this year for the A83.

He said the best part of the 
A83 was the council-owned 
stretch between Kennacraig 
and Campbeltown but it was 
included in a programme of 
maintenance for roads in Mid 
Argyll, Kintyre and Islay.

A MAN who threatened to 
kill his partner’s cats in an 
attempt to halt her alcohol 

Graham Drummond, aged 

Oban, was found guilty 
at Oban Sheriff Court last 
week of committing a breach 
of the peace by placing his 
former partner in a state of 
fear and alarm.

Planning
seminar alert

Helen Jordan, cup winner Amy Mackenzie, Stuart and Jamie Jordan and the other Dunbeg Primary School
 prizewinners. 15_t27dunbeg01

DUNBEG Primary School 
had a special prize to give out 
at the end of term thanks to 
the Jordan family.

The Jordan Cup, donated by 
the family in recognition of all 
that the school and pupils have 
done to help Stuart Jordan, 

time.
It was awarded to Amy 

Mackenzie, P6, for displaying 
outstanding caring qualities.

Head teacher Sine MacVicar 
said: ‘She was presented with 
the cup because she not only 
demonstrated care for Stuart 
but also to others across the 
school.’

Stuart, his mother Helen 
and his brother Jamie were 
on hand to present the cup but 
unfortunately Stuart’s father, 
Scott, could not be there.

Moving
Helen said Stuart had been 

at Dunbeg for nine years, since 
nursery, but was now moving 
on to Oban High and, despite 
the fact that the family moved 
into Oban two years ago, had 
opted to keep Stuart and his 
brother at Dunbeg.

The school said a fond 
farewell to both pupils at 
the end of term as Jamie is 

now that his brother is going 
to high school.

Leaver’s tokens, records of 
achievement and citizenship 

Hosani, Hannah Brown, 
Lewis Evans, Naomi Fox, 
Stephen Graham, Liam 
Guild, Danielle Jeffery, Stuart 
Jordan, Lewis MacFarlane, 
James Maclean, Courtney 

to: Millie Beuschier, 
Stephen Graham, Aaron 

Jack MacAulay, Alanah 
MacCuish, Amy MacKenzie, 
Cairon McLuckie, Caitlin 

and Daniel Wright.
Awards

Other awards were given. 
Oban and Lorn Primary 
Schools Music Project: 

best CD – Danielle Jeffery. 
MacInnes Shield for cycling 

James Johnstone Quaich for 

MacPherson Memorial Shield 
for best beginner swimmer: 
Cameron MacKenzie Lewis. 
Agnes Connolly Shield, from 
the Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival: 

Cup: Keira MacIntyre and 

Bronwyn Jeffery. Gordon 
MacPherson Memorial 
Cup for clan football: Lorn, 
captain James MacLean. Sport 
shield: Lorn, captain James 
MacLean. Mary Graham 
Cup for citizenship: James 
MacLean. Helen Paton Cup 
for endeavour: Lewis Evans. 
MacLean Family Shield for 
musical achievement: Danielle 
Jeffery. Jordan Family Caring 
Cup: Amy Mackenzie.

Amy lifts
school’s

cup

planning legislation has 
been so undersubscribed 
that Argyll and Bute Council  
is concerned it will have 
to reject a large number of 
applications after August 3.

were sent out to planning 
agents working in Argyll and 
Bute for the July 15 event 
but only a fraction of agents 
have responded so far.

The seminar is one of a 
series of events which the 
council has arranged as part 
of its commitment to prepare 
all parties with an interest in 
the planning system for the 
new ways of working under 
the Planning etc (Scotland) 

effect in August.
It is being held in the 

council chambers at 
Kilmory, Lochgilphead from 

public is wrong to insist 
that the police service in 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles is 
understaffed.

question and answer session 
held in Oban’s Corran Halls 
last Wednesday by the 
Strathclyde Police Authority, 
a group that oversees the 
workings of the force.

The meeting was chaired 
by the authority’s convenor, 
Glasgow-based Councillor 

on a panel by Assistant Chief 
Constable John Neilson, 
Chief Superintendent John 
Thomson and Acting Chief 
Inspector Judy Wilson and 
Inspector Neil Wallace of 
Oban Police Station.

were reminded that before his 
retirement Oban’s previous 
Chief Inspector Fred Hall 

and around Oban, elected 
representatives and members 
of the public have also 

publicly, and privately, 
expressed their concerns of 

Chief Supt Thomson 
answered most of the 

and, whilst maintaining 
throughout that Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles had adequate 
police resources, promised to 
address public concerns.

Following a question from 
Councillor Neil Mackay, 
stating that the public 
perception in Oban was that 

has fallen in the past two 
years, Chief Supt Thomson 
replied: ‘I had concerns 
with Fred Hall’s comments 

have a differential of six to 

‘I can make an assurance 
that we will continue 
to resource Oban in an 
appropriate manner.

‘I often look at the crime 
statistics, and the number 
of calls we are receiving is 
falling and the number of 
people we are arresting is 
going up.

‘In the past six months our 
results are the best they have 

that is my measure of how we 
are performing.’

Chief Supt Thomson 
explained that there will be 
changes to shift patterns 
in October, whereby more 

peak times, for example on 
Friday and Saturday nights in 
the town centre.

He added: ‘I will keep trying 
until I get it right. The change 
in shift pattern will mean you 

street when you need them 
the most.’

‘We must not just rely on 
stats. We have heard that 
Oban is adequately resourced 
but that is not the public 
perception. People need to 
see the difference.’

On other issues, Iain 
Clark of Glenshellach Farm 
questioned whether the police 
had the correct vehicles to 
attend incidents on rough 
terrain.

Inspector Neil Wallace 
explained that the police had 
trail bikes he could call upon 
in such a situation, however, 

that perhaps this type of bike 
should be based in Oban 
because of the geography of 
the area.

There was also praise for 
the police force over the 
extensive use of CCTV and 
the openness with local media 
in particular.

The following day the panel 
answered questions on Mull, 
having previously visited PC 
Kevin Harrison on Tiree.

Assistant Chief Constable 
John Neilson

Police in Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles not understaffed, claims 
Strathclyde Police Authority
‘We will continue to resource Oban in an appropriate manner.’

‘no knowledge’ of plans to 
pedestrianise Stafford Street, 
Oban despite talk among 
shopkeepers and residents. 

Stafford Street, which faces 
onto the bay, has parking for 
up to eight cars and two large 
planted islands. 

Some residents claim it 
would make an ideal location 
for a paved area and that the 
many food businesses on 

from it.

said: ‘I heard a rumour about 
this ages ago. 

‘It would be really good 
for anyone wanting to sit out 
along the front as this is the 
sunny side of the street.’

Marion Carr of Marion 
in Style said: ‘I don’t feel 
strongly about it one way or 
the other. 

‘It would attract more 
people to Stafford Street 
and that can only be a good 
thing.

‘It would probably be more 
of a help than a hindrance.’

Another said: ‘The area 
should be pedestrianised as 
it would offer a lovely area 
for people to sit out on the 
esplanade.

However, a George Street 
resident took a very different 
view, saying: ‘It is hard 
enough to get parking in the 
centre of town without this 
area being pedestrianised as 
well.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: 
‘We have no knowledge of 
any proposals to carry out 
changes to Stafford Street.

‘Over the years various 
suggestions have been put 

town centre. These have 
amounted to nothing more 
than suggestions.

‘The section of Stafford 
Street between the Oban Inn 
and George Street is part 
of the trunk road network 
and as such is maintained 
by Scotland TranServ. It is 
highly unlikely that it would 
propose such a change 
without consulting with the 
council.’

A spokesman for TranServ 

no plans to pedestrianise 
Stafford Street. 

He added: ‘I have spoken 
to the architect today and 
there will be general works 
carried out to Stafford Street 
including improving the 
pavement and kerb.’

No plans to 
pedestrianise
Stafford 
Street

AN OBAN landowner is appealing for the public’s help in tracking 
down the culprit who has twice vandalised fencing on his land 
allowing sheep to roam.

Croft Three at Glenshellach, run by Iain Clark, has a boundary 
with a public right of way and has a march fence running the length 
of the boundary. At a point near to where the fence has been cut 
Mr Clark had already installed a style and a gate, a short distance 
further along the path. 

‘Someone,’ claimed owner Iain Clark, ‘is maliciously cutting 
open the wire netting to let a dog run on croft land. They must 
bring the pliers with them.’

The landowner added: ‘Someone is coming up to the pathway 
and instead of walking a few yards further up to get onto the 
land they are deliberately cutting a hole in the fence to let their 
dogs through. People think they can do what they like on the land 

‘About three months ago someone cut open the fence the size 
and shape for a small dog to get through. I patched it up and put up 
a sign to say ‘Do Not Cut Fence’.

‘Last Thursday I discovered that another hole has been cut in 
the fence. The problem being that when the fence is not intact our 
stock are vulnerable.’ Any information can be given to Oban Police 111. 

Vandalised fencing allows stock to roam

The stockproof fencing at Glenshellach has repeatedly 
been cut despite a notice asking not to.

swapped the kitchens at 
the Isle of Eriska Hotel for 
Oban High School’s food 
technology department, to 
launch a competition for the 
pupils.

His menu of pan seared 
scallops on a bed of crush 
peas, followed by spring 
lamb with potato fondant 
may be a change from the 
usual school dinners, but 
the award-winning chef was 
there to encourage pupils to 
develop their own culinary 
masterpieces.

The special cookery 
demonstration was arranged 

Chef Competition. 

will be funding ingredients 
for the local round of the 
competition, with the winner 
going forward to represent 
the town in the district 
contest and will have a shot 

The overall winner will 
receive a cash prize, a 
Tuscan holiday for two and 
a day at Jamie Oliver’s 15 
restaurant.

Morag MacKinnon, 
principal teacher of food 
technology said there was 
a great deal of interesting 
in the competition among 
pupils. She said: ‘This is a 
marvellous opportunity for 
pupils to become involved 
in the hospitality trade at a 
very high level and may set 
some of our young people 
on their career path, one 
with relevance to the area in 
which we live.’ 

The pupils now have the 
summer holidays to plan, 
cost and practice a menu to 
be made for a team of judges 
early in the next term. 

helps
cook up a 
storm at 
Oban High 
School
A cash prize, a 
Tuscan holiday for 
two and a day at 
Jamie Oliver’s 15 
restaurant

has added a national poetry prize to a Scottish 
Mathematical Council gold award he won earlier 
this year.

after the summer holidays, won the poetry competition 
organised by Learning Teaching Scotland on the 
topic of ‘home’.

The youngster has been invited to attend a 
prizegiving and launch of an anthology of the 
winning poems on August 26.

day of the launch.
Park Primary School head teacher Gillian Carney 

Park, excelling at national level in both maths and 
English. We wish him continued success.’

Campaigners Chelsea and Laura have persuad-
ed Argyll and Bute Council to place a bin on the 

harbour front at Oban. 16_t28jetty01

WASTE campaigners Chelsea and Laura have 

on the harbour side in Oban.

School, decided to ask Argyll and Bute Council for 

Ms Fairbrass told the class about an initiative in 

the sea and put it into a bin on the jetty whereupon 
the council removed it.

to campaign for a waste disposal unit – the girls were 
delighted to hear their letter had made a difference.

have somewhere to put rubbish. It is great to think 
that we can make a difference by writing a letter.’

the girls for bringing this issue to my attention. There 
was already a wheelie bin at the jetty – but it wasn’t 
big enough to deal with all the waste. This bin will 
make a difference.’

Islands Hospital in Oban has called on the public to 
help get its patients more mobile.

The department is well stocked with wheeled 
Zimmer frames but has found that a new and more 
manoeuvrable four-wheeled walker is giving their 
patients more freedom.

than a standard Zimmer frame and are too expensive 
for many patients but physio staff believe people in 
the Oban and Lorn area may have spare ones lying 
around.

Physio Helen Groom said: ‘While all the patients 
can use a Zimmer frame there are some who would 

are easier to manipulate.
‘We have four of these for use in the community 

and inpatients but these are only for patient trials.
‘We would be keen to hear from anyone who may 

have one spare.’

Patient Eileen Packer and healthcare assistant 
Claire MacInnes demonstrate how the four-

wheeled walker can help physiotherapy patients. 
07_t24zimm01

o
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ALBA, The Art Shop is celebrating its success as a na-

customers a BIG thank you with 25% OFF

in the UK.

west coast pictures.

by Princess Diana’s mother many years 

The Alba card department

‘buy three cards 
and get the fourth half 
price’.
The art department is a major 
stockist for Daler-Rowney artists’ 
materials – likewise Winsor 
and Newton, world-famous 

for watercolours. Customers can make good use of their Alba 

Society at their Summer Exhibition.
In the craft department
needle to an anchor, to make everything from cards and candles 

The hobby department, recently enlarged, carries 150 jigsaw 
titles and you can ‘Build Your Dreams’ with construction 

rocket to a submarine.
The gift department is where we see the fruits of many 

 ‘Special Event’ gifts are a big feature; the 
new baby, 18th and 21st birthdays, graduation, 
engagement, marriage and anniversaries. For the 

A third of the store is devoted to a gallery of 

own internationally famous artist, Jolomo. In fact 
Alba is THE Jolomo 
store. Alba and Jolomo 
have worked together 
closely over the years to 

Alba was honoured to 

conjunction with Jolomo.
He said: ‘Alba is the best 

Greeting Card 

Cards by 
Scotland’s Artists

Mary Batchelor

alba alba6 Albany Street, Oban. Tel: 01631 563645

Alongside the gallery is the framing 
You can choose exactly how 

You would like your artwork to look and Alba 

Alba wants You to help 
celebrate what You have helped 
them achieve and make good 
use of the 25% offer in this very 
special week – and who knows 
they might be a winner, 
we’ll wait and see!

Catering
for Alba

Card by 
43 Stevenson Street
Tel: 01631 566646

Culinary Art

25% off
EVERYTHING in store 
from Friday 10 July to 

Saturday 18 July

alba
THE ART SHOP
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Duncan is
student of
the year

Death fall
man named

Driver cleared of blame 
after boards struck woman

Eigg is 
north village 
of the year

‘Police
assault’ trial
rescheduled

Ferries push

Witness
collapse
delays trial

Injured victim embraces accused following sheriff’s verdict

Bar aims to
help kids’
charities

A VAN driver whose load of 
facia boards sprang loose and 
struck a passing pedestrian, 
leaving her unconscious and 
bleeding, has been cleared of 
blame by a sheriff.

Self-employed joiner 
Thomas Anderson, of 7 
Distillery Cottages, Aberlour, 
had admitted allowing the 
boards to come loose to the 
injury of a Spean Bridge 
woman on December 1 of 
last year.

The incident occured near 
the notorious A82 Spean 

Bridge corner, which left 
popular local lady Gladys 
Johnston, 71, unconscious 
and bleeding on the 
pavement.

Mrs Johnston, in court 
with husband Jimmy, went 
up to Anderson after the 
verdict and embraced him.

She told The Oban Times
outside Fort William Sheriff 
Court: ‘We do not hold any 
grudges. Somebody said 
the laddie was crying when 
it happened, and he phoned 
the hospital up to see if I 

was all right. My right side 
still bothers me and I’m still 
attending the doctor.’

The court heard Ms 
Johnston was walking 
along the pavement near the 
Woollen Mill on December 
1 when she was felled by 

the side of Mr Anderson’s 
Mercedes van as it drove 
past.

She was rushed to hospital 
with concussion, cuts to her 
head and bruising to her 
shoulder and ribs, and was 

discharged a week later.
Anderson, 25, told how he 

and a workmate had loaded, 
secured and checked the load 
of facia boards at Everest 
Home Improvements Ltd 
depot at Longman Industrial 
Estate in Inverness before 
heading south on the A82.

He checked the load again 
at Drumnadrochit, but a 
ratchet on the side of the 
van failed at Spean Bridge 
and the boards slid free from 
the roof rack, striking Mrs 
Johnston.

Sheriff Douglas accepted 
Anderson’s evidence that 
he was experienced in 
strapping loads to vans, had 
not experienced anything 
similar happening before, 
and had taken steps to ensure 
the safety of his load.

Failed ratchet
Admonishing Anderson, 

Sheriff Small told the court: 
‘He checked the straps when 
he left and he checked them 
again at Drumnadrochit. He 
therefore drove from base 
to Spean Bridge without 

any incident. I accept on the 
balance of probability that 
the reason the straps failed 
was because of a failed 
ratchet.’

The accident prompted 
Spean Bridge Community 
Council to renew their 
campaign for a footbridge 
across the River Spean.

Mrs Johnston said: ‘We 
suggest the army could 
come in and build the bridge 
as an exercise. It could be a 
Bailey bridge, like they have 
at Taynuilt.’

All the way from South Uist to Invergarry: Claire MacLellan from Lochboisdale was runner-up in the premier 
Highland trophy (15 years) competition. 10_f28garry02

A RECORD 70 dancers from 
all over Scotland competed 
in the Highland and national 
competitions at Invergarry 
Games on Saturday.

Lochboisdale girl Claire 
MacLellan took runner-up 
spot in the 15 years Highland 
competition – but won the 
furthest travelled competitor 
hands down!

Highland Dancing organiser 
May Stewart, from Fort 
Wiliam, told The Oban 
Times Claire and her mum 
Marion had to leave home 
in South Uist at 6am on 
Saturday in time to catch the 
Uig ferry from Lochmaddy, 

then drive more than 100 
miles to Invergarry for the 
competition.

The long journey home 
entailed an overnight stay 
on Skye because the last 
ferry from Uig had gone, 
and mother and daughter 

Sunday.
May said of the day: ‘It’s 

been a great success, the 

There have been dancers 
coming from far and near. 
This is the most we’ve ever 
had at Invergarry.’

Trophy winners:
Beginners: 9 and under, 

Highland Trophy (HT) - 

Molly MacPherson, Oban; 
National Trophy (NT) - shared 
between Molly MacPherson, 
Oban, and Ashley Stirling, 
Dingwall. 10 and under, HT 
– Ross McIver, Kirkhill; NT 
– Ross McIver. Novice: 8 and 
under, HT – Gemma McIver, 
Kirkhill; NT – Holly Lyall, 
Kirkhill. 10 and under, HT – 
Lauren MacLean, Dingwall; 
NT – Kirsty Thompson, 
Dalmally and Lauren 
MacLean. Intermediate:
10 and under, HT – Lauren 
Peggie, Kirkcaldy; NT 
– Benna Runcie, Banff. 11 
and under, HT – Gemma 
Johnston, Inverness; NT, 
Gemma Johnston. Premier:

10 years, HT – Melissa 
Fyfe, Kirkhill; NT - Melissa 
Fyfe. Runner-up, Eise Lyall, 
Kirkhill. 12 years, HT – Paula 
Sloss, Balloch; NT – Paula 
Sloss. Runner-up – Heather 
Bain, Thurso. 13 years, HT 
– Cara Mackenzie, Beauly; 
NT – Lisa West, Peterhead. 
Runner-up, Lisa West. 15 
years, HT – Eilidh Mackay, 
Appin; NT – Eilidh Mackay. 
Runner-up, Claire MacLellan, 
Lochboisdale. Adult, HT – 
Melanie MacKay, Inverness; 
NT – Melanie MacKay. 
Runner-up, Rebecca Fraser, 
Inverness. Fred MacCallan 
Memorial Trophy – Paula 
Sloss, Balloch. 

Dancers shine at Invergarry Games

A quiet moment on a big day: Princess Maxine, left and Queen Rachel at Mallaig 
Station. 10_f28girls12

MALLAIG Fishermen’s 
Mission Gala Day really pulled 
in the crowds on Saturday to 
make the event one of the most 
successful for years.

In glorious weather, mission 
superintendent Stanley Ross 
welcomed everyone to Mallaig 
on the pier to formally open a 
fun-packed day, which began 

with the crowning of gala 
queen Rachel Dempster and her 
princess Maxine MacDonald.

First formal duty for the girls 
was to welcome the Isle of 
Skye Pipe Band off the midday 
ferry from Armadale. 

Drum major Peter 
MacDonald invited the queen 
and princess to join him at 
the head of the band to march 
up to Mallaig Station to meet 
the Jacobite Clan and 350 
passengers off the steam train 
from Fort William.

The clan members, all in 
traditional clansman garb, 
formed a guard of honour for 
Rachel and Maxine and drew 
their carriage down to the 
pier with the train passengers 

following on behind.
Local traditional music band 

Fuaim – comprising Olivia 
Johnston, Callum MacBeth, 
Rebecca Maclean, Megan 
MacLellan, Kenna Robertson, 
Eilidh Colston, Connie Grant 
and Jacqueline Campbell 
– kept the crowd entertained 
throughout the day. 

Mr Ross told The Oban 
Times the day and evening 
ceilidh in the hall had raised 
around £7,000.

‘It was tremendous,’ he said. 
‘It was a great day. Even from 
11.30am there was a good 
crowd on the pier – it’s not 
normally as busy so early. I 
would like to thank everybody 
who worked so hard behind the 
scenes, especially the Friends 
of Mallaig. It was a tremendous 
effort. This just helps us to 
keep on doing our work within 
the community.’

 The Jacobite Clan guard their royal charges down to the pier. 10_f28girls08

A Fuaim, all pupils at Mallaig High School, entertained the 
crowds. 10_f28fuaim01

Mallaig gala day 
is a huge success

Top marks:
 Duncan MacFarlane. 

A SELF-EMPLOYED 
forestry worker from 

Lochaber College UHI 
student of the year, earning 
himself a cheque for £100.

Duncan MacFarlane, 
a father of two young 

his studies for a science 
degree in environment and 
heritage studies, and hopes 
to graduate early next year. 

Mr MacFarlane, 40, has 
been able to study at home 
and three days a week at 
college in Fort William as he 
plots out his new career.

He said: ‘The overriding 
attraction of UHI for me was 

I could work around my job 
and family commitments. 
I did most of the work 
online.’

Mr MacFarlane now goes 
forward as a candidate for 
the overall UHI student 
of the year title, due to be 
announced in August.

POLICE have named a man 
who died at Steall Falls in 
Glen Nevis last Thursday. 

Andrew Luckley, 35, of 
Fellwick Park, Whickham, 
Newcastle, went walking up 
behind the falls and fell to 
his death in a thunderstorm 
some time on Thursday. 
He had been camping with 

night before.
Walkers came across the 

body and contacted police 
from Café Beag. Lochaber 
Mountain Rescue Team 
recovered the body.

Gas leak in
village shop
PUPILS at Strontian Primary 
and Ardnamurchan High 
had an eventful last day of 
term last Thursday when 
they were kept inside as 

in the village shop.
Primary pupils had to leave 

by rear exits at lunchtime 
and residents near Alasdair 
MacLean’s Strontian Stores 
were evacuated from their 
homes until given the all 
clear to return.

cordon around the shop and 
hosed down two leaking 
cylinders to prevent any 
chance of an expolsion.
Mr MacLean smelled gas in 
the premises and reported 
the leak at 10am.

AN ONICH man has been 
banned from driving for two 
years after crashing his car 
when more than twice the 
drink-drive limit.

Donald MacNeil, 21, of 
Shiaram, North Ballachulish, 
had a pub session with 
friends in the Laroch Bar, 
Ballachulish for three hours 
on November 1 last year, 
Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard.

Two hours later, at 
11pm, he decided to drive 
to his mother’s home in 
Kinlochleven, but crashed 
into a ditch at a roundabout 

near Ballachulish, injuring 
his head against the 
windscreen.

Police traced him to his 
mother’s and took him to 
Fort William police station, 
where he was found to be 
more than twice the legal 
limit.

Accepting MacNeil’s 
guilty plea, Sheriff Douglas 

that he would reduce the 
two-year ban by four months 

successfully completed a 
drink-drive rehabilitation 
course.

Two-year ban for
Onich drink driver

A TWELVE-year-old 
Strontian boy is expected to 
complete a six-day 250-mile 
charity bike ride to Inverness 
and back tomorrow 
(Friday).

Harry Barber is raising 
money for the Maforga 
Missions Centre orphanage 
in drought-hit Mozambique.

Harry’s brother Ed, who 
has worked at Maforga, is 
accompanying him all the 
way.

The pair left their home at 
Bluebell Croft at 8.30am on 
Sunday, reaching Clunes on 
Loch Lochy by evening and 
Drumnadrochit by Monday 

night. Tuesday saw the boys 
in Inverness, where they set 
up a fundraising stall in the 
Eastgate Centre.

Rest
Back in the saddle, the 

brothers left the Highland 
capital yesterday for Laggan 
locks and a welcome rest on 
a B&B canal boat. 

Today, (Thursday) the boys 
are en route to Kinlochailort 

They head home over the hill 
via Glenuig and Acharcle 
tomorrow.

Dad Bill told The Oban 
Times on Monday: ‘So far he 
has raised £3,000.’

Charity cyclist, 12, 
set to raise £3,000

Council takes action 

A FORT William bar is 
launching a ‘home and away’ 
campaign aimed at helping 
disadvantaged children in 
Romania and the UK.

The Ben Nevis Bar on 
103 High Street is calling 
for people to collect school 
items and arts and crafts 
materials. The goods will 
be equally split between the 
children’s charity Kids Out 
and four Save the Children 
schools and orphanages 
in the poorest parts of 
Romania.

The pub will run a 
collection point for items 
until the July 26 deadline.

THE TRIAL of a Caol man 
accused of assaulting two 

in Fort William has been put 
back to October 2. 

John Hutton, aged 27, 
of 142 Kilmallie Road, 
appeared for trial at Fort 
William Sheriff Court on 
Friday, but the absence of 
a key prosecution witness 
from Northern Ireland meant 
Sheriff Douglas Small had to 
reschedule proceedings.

It is alleged that on March 
8 Mr Hutton punched and 
kicked one man to the 
ground, punched another 
in the face, then outside the 
Lidl store assaulted a police 
constable by pushing him to 
the ground and assaulted a 
woman police constable by 
grabbing her leg. 

It is also alleged he 
resisted, molested, and 

execution of their duties and 
struggled with them.

A TRIAL had to be postponed 
at Fort William Sheriff Court 
on Thursday after the main 
Crown witness collapsed in 
the waiting room and was 
taken to the Belford Hospital 
by ambulance.

The incident, which police 
present in the courtroom 
were asked to attend, meant 
the trial of Danielle Carlin, of 
17 Dunottar Street, Glasgow, 
had to be put back to August 
27.

It is alleged that Ms 
Carlin, 29, hit two men with 
a pool cue to their injury, 
and committed a breach of 
the peace by swiping glasses 
from a table with the cue 
and struggling with staff at 
the Commando Bar, Spean 
Bridge on April 4.

HIGHLAND Council has 
launched a plan to create a 
healthier and more active 
Highlands and help talented 
sports people realise their 
full potential.

The ‘Let’s make Highland 

more active’ initiative 
follows the publication of the 
Highland Physical Activity 
and Sport Strategy report.

Children should take  60 
minutes of physical activity 
daily and adults 30 minutes.

PROVOST of Lochaber 
Allan Henderson is 
continuing to press for 
improved ferry services out 
of Mallaig following the 
recent ferries review meeting 
in the port.

The transport committee 
was left ‘in no doubt’ of the 
local desire to restore the 
Mallaig to Lochboisdale 
service, have a year-round 
Mallaig to Armadale service 
and have a better service 
to the Small Isles, he said. 
‘Knoydart would also like 
to have the publicly funded 
service extended to cargo.’

THE ISLE of Eigg has been 
crowned the North region 
winner of the Scottish 
Calor Village of the Year 
Competition 2009.

The islanders were 
awarded a plaque and £2,000 
as their prize for sharing 
best community practice 
and initiatives to promote 
sustainability.

MD for Calor Gas, 
Stephen Rennie said Eigg 
had showed outstanding 
community spirit and was a 
‘worthy winner of the north 
region award.’ Eigg now 
goes up against the south and 
central regional winners.

THE ONLY 
TELEPHONE
DIRECTORY

WHICH IS LOCAL 
TO OBAN!

Available from: 
Soroba Stores, Pitt Stop, 
Dunollie Stores, 
Bridge of Awe Service Station, 
Tourist Information, 
Taynuilt Post Office Garage, 
Soroba Road Filling Station, 
Co-op, Hannah’s, 
Albany Stores, WH Smith, 
McColls, Connel Village Store, 
Benderloch Supermarket, 
Dunbeg Stores and Tesco

OUT NOW
The Oban Index has all the local numbers you need.
Available from all good newsagents, local 
supermarkets and the Oban Times office.

Go to the
   Index!Go to the
   Index!
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01631 563271

Posts, Rails, wire, rylock.
Decking & Garden fencing.
Gates, handling equipment, 

feeders, electric fencing.

Please phone for a quote.

For a reasonable quote call Graham 
on 01631 562651 or 07730682128

Beaver Timber Ltd
Beaver Timber established for over 30 years , Gary together with his wife, Paula took over the company 2 years ago, 
employing two full time and two part time employees including Gary’s son Adam who runs the shed installation side 
of the business.  Together they  have seen a steady rise in sales  doing  bigger projects such as boathouses, small 
chalets, large workshops, while also remaining with sheds, garages, summer houses etc at the heart of the business. 
As well as the newly refurbished show site at Barcaldine, Beaver Timber has a conveniently placed show site at 
Cakebread’s in Oban. 
Beaver Timber also deliver and erect wooden buildings over a large area including the Islands as far down as 
Campbeltown and as far north as Skye.
They offer high quality, low maintenance sectional garden buildings at very competitive prices, ideal for today’s 
climate and will gladly dismantle and remove your old shed, if required.   Bespoke Buildings to suit your individual 
requirements. Beaver Timber supply everything from picnic benches, kennels to stables!
Order your free brochure from 01631 720353 mobile 07861 247 237 www.beavertimber.co.uk or email info@
beavertimber.co.uk

C. Hodge Fencing
C. Hodge Fencing, based just outside Oban, has provided local farmers, 
builders and gardeners with good quality, long-lasting materials for over 
20 years.
They can supply and deliver all kinds of timber and wire fencing as well as 
materials for building raised beds, decks, frames for fruit, chicken runs, gates 
and cattlegrids. 
If you are doing the work yourself they are happy to discuss ideas and sug-
gest options, if not they have a list of excellent contractors who they can 
recommend. Just give them a ring on 01631 563271.

Keeping-Up-Appearances
Keeping-Up-Appearances is an Oban based garden company established in 
2007.
We are true gardeners who weed, plant, prune, cut grass, redefine borders, 
cut hedges, clean paths and patios, create new layouts and much more.
We look after many different styles of gardens both private and commer-
cial, undertaking one off jobs and regular maintenance.  Spring, Summer, 
Autumn and Winter we aim to ensure that you are delighted with your gar-
den.
Call us and see what K.U.A. can do for you. Tel: 07748163089

G. H. Groundworks 
Contractor
Improve the exterior of your property. Whether it’s to improve the value, or 
to make it feel more like home.
We are a local company, dedicated, honest, reliable and hard working. We 
undertake driveways mono-block or tar, patios / paths, concrete work, gar-
den drainage / clearances, walls and features. Hard landscaping or fencing. 
Other works also considered.
So why not give us a call and see what we can do for you.
Contact graham on 01631 562651  mob: 07730682128 e-mail: 
graham387@btinternet.com

Cakebread’s
July/August at Cakebread’s Garden Centre we  still  have a tremendous range of plants available, shrubs, trees, 
herbaceous and alpines – with fresh stock coming in all the time.  Also in late July we will have bulbs for Autumn 
planting – daffodils, tulips, crocus etc.
As well as tools, fertilisers and weedkillers,  we have a range of bird care – nuts, seed and feeders.  Also bird tables 
ranging from £24.99 to £49.99.  Telephone 01631 565141

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Twenty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.
Operated excavator plant hire.

1.5 ton to 15 ton
NO JOB TO BIG OR SMALL

For a competitive quote call the office on
01855 811408
07979 867870

Corachie Clematis Plant 
Centre Ltd
There’s lots to do here for all the family this summer!
We have a new children’s play area currently under construction as well as 
the bouncy castle.  With plenty of space to kick a ball around for children of 
all ages, you are more than welcome to bring your own picnic.
We are now serving take away tea, coffee, snacks, 
cold drinks & ice-cream.
There will be a miniature steam train running twice a month on weekends 
throughout the summer –  take a ride amongst the plants.
The next run will be Sunday 19th, 2-4pm
Looking for an unusual gift or plant? Choose from our extensive range of 
herbaceous perennials.
You can also come along to our Craft Fair on Sunday 30th August & first 
weekend in December.  (We are hoping to make them annual events) 
Tel/Fax: 01866 822149 or Email: plantcentre@corachieclematis.co.uk

Coe Contracts Ltd
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping, Groundworks, 
Plant Hire and General Contracting.
We provide everything you need from the planning stage right through to 
the finish and our aim is to exceed your expectations. We will arrange to 
meet with you and discuss everything. We will survey the site and make 
recommendations for options and alternatives whilst always respecting your 
wishes. Once we have agreed on the requirements we will provide you with 
a free no-obligation quote.
Call: 01855 811408 or 07979867870

R  M Tree Services
R  M Tree Services is a local family business of father Roni involved with 
tree work for 30 years whether commercial harvesting, felling in con-
fined spaces, aerial operations, crown alterations or pruning/shap-
ing/thinning garden trees, and his son Chris who adds his individual 
skills gathered over 7 years.  Work is to a high standard BS3998 and 
completed.  Roni has been creating bespoke sculptures and rustic fur-
niture with his chainsaw for 16 years.   Commisions undertaken. 
Tel: 01631 770206 Mobile: 07748414945

BRIDGE OF AWE, TAYNUILT PA35 1HT
TEL/FAX: 01866 822149

OPEN DAILY 9.30am till 6pm

Trees (Ornamental & Fruit)
Herbaceous Perennials 

(own grown)
Wide range of Shrubs

Roses, Hedging,  Alpines,
Grasses, Herbs, Soft Fruit

CORACHIE
CLEMATIS

PLANT CENTRE LTD

Scottish grower of quality plants
Come along and see what we have to offer!

Garden Centre Quarry View 
Quarry View Garden Centre and Restaurant is situated in stunning scenery.
Our Garden Centre has recently been extended, so come along and view our 
top of the range garden furniture, together with a large selection of beauti-
ful Rhododendrons and plants. We make heavy duty tailor made sheds, and 
also sell bird food, accessories and fancy goods.
Whilst here visit our Coffee Shop and relax in a friendly atmosphere and 
enjoy our selection of home-cooked meals along with  our scrumptious 
home-baking.
We also have ample car parking facilities.  
Telephone 01546 886 692   Email quarry.view@btinternet.com

Sum
m

er Gardens

Keil Engine Services
As Countax Dealers, Keil Engine Services in Benderloch offers our gardening 
customers the chance to buy Britain’s best and most popular ride-on Garden 
Tractors to keep your lawn looking tip-top.
There are many different models and options, ranging from petrol to diesel, 
cutting with collection to mulching decks and the elite 4 wheel drive models 
with many different attachments available.  The Countax range offers an 
attractive proposition  to whatever your garden requires.  We also supply 
and service pedestrian mowers, strimmers etc with full spares back up and 
expertise in our busy workshop.
Tel/Fax 01631 720380 Ask for Lachie or Liam

KEIL ENGINE SERVICES
Countax Lawn Tractors 

Tel/Fax 01631 720380 
ask for Lachie or Liam

email: info@keilengines.
fsnet.co.uk

GREENLANDS 
LANDSCAPING 
& GARDENING 

SERVICES
Fully Insured

Hand & Soft landscaping
Building, Paving,  Ponds
Fences, Driveways etc.

Tree & Hedgework
General Maintenance

Contact Paul on
01631 7 10067 Mob 07900412292

Greenlands
landscaping & 
gardening services
Established in 2001 Greenlands offers a  prompt, professional, 
high quality service.
From site clearances, excavation, drainage, fencing, driveways, 
turfing, paths, patio’s, decking, raised beds and lots more.
A well landscaped garden can add as much as 6% to the value 
of your property.  Research showing they sell quicker in a com-
petitive market.
It’s not always about making your house sell, landscaping is a 
lifestyle investment, extending your home and personality to the 
outdoors.  A great garden can enhance your life and provide a haven 
from the stresses of modern living.  For a friendly reliable service con-
tact Paul 07900412292   01631 710067.

Garden Centre
SPECIAL DEALS ON ALL 

GARDEN FURNITURE OVER 
THE NEXT 2 WEEKS

Coff ee shop
Excellent homecooking

Quarry View Garden Centre & Coff ee Shop
Quarry Point, Crarae, Furnace.

Invereray 01546 886 692
quarry.view@btinternet.com

Operated & self Drive Plant Hire, Small Tool Hire
Wood chipper Hire, Husqvarna Sales & service.

• Repairs to all Garden & Horticulture 
Equipment

• New parts & Accessories
• New Products in now and competitive prices.

Russell Plant Hire, Ben Nevis Ind. Est. Unit 21D1, 
Fort William PH336PR

Tel 01397 701677 Fax 01397 701561

Russell 
Plant Hire
Russell Plant Hire is along established family run com-
pany that has expanded over the years.
We now offer a wide range of products and services from operated or 
self drive plant hire, small tool hire, woodchipper hire, Husqvarna Sales and 
Service, Oregon Parts & Accessories.
We have a large selection of plant available for hire from 1.5 – 13t excava-
tors and 0.3 9t dumpers.
We carry out repairs and servicing to all garden and horticulture equipment 
as well as becoming a dealer for Husqvarna we are now selling a large vari-
ety of their forestry  and garden equipment in store as well as Oregon parts 
and accessories.
We are also an agent  for HSS Hire one of the leading hire company’s  in the 
uk which have a massive selection of different equipment types and tools.
Tel: 01397 701677

Grille City Aluminium
Grille City Aluminium is owned and operated by John and Fiona Turnbull. 
They have had many years experience in the Aluminium fabrication industry 
in New Zealand, Australia and for the last 10 years has based his company 
in Perth, Scotland.
John and Fiona have strong ties with the Seil Island and Oban 
communities.
In June, the Turnbull Aluminium team from Perth quietly arrived in the 
community of Seil to install their semi frameless balustrade at the Seil Island 
Village Hall, as part of the Beechgrove Garden Television series. 
The workers were lucky to experience some beautiful west coast weather and 
hospitality at the Ceilidh on the last evening.
Grille City Aluminium specialises in Insect Screens (To keep the wee midges 
out) on doors and windows, security screening and the increasingly popular 
Aluminium and glass balustrading systems. 
The balustrading which is engineered and tested to comply with UK building 
code to BS6180 in conjunction with BS6399 for balustrading, is made for 
Decks, Balconies, Handrails, Pool surrounds, Stairways and gates. It is powder 
coated for elegance and together with the toughened glass is maintenance 
free. A positive bonus for sea communities on Scotland’s west coast.
Tel: 0800 169 1604. See page 21 for their support ad.
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New York order 
is tops for John

Designer does not take long to mull over surprise request

Blue tit
hitches a lift

Beachd Ailein

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

BEECHGROVE Garden gave Seil 
islanders a dig out with their Drill 
Hall ‘waste land’.

Gardeners from the BBC TV 
show were on hand to bring life 
to the area around the new Seil 
Village Hall.

Richard Wesley, one of the 
organisers, said: ‘After the village 
hall was built we were left with a 
lovely piece of waste land around 
the garden – which until now we 
haven’t done very much with. 

‘Beechgrove Garden presenters 
and staff have helped start our 
garden. With all the support and 
donations we received we are 
already planning our next venture, 
a kids play park.’

Beechgrove
digs in on Seil

 15_t26beechgrove02

FLEDGLING chicks on 
Mull were well observed 
because children at 
Lochdonhead school had 
a camera inside a bird box 
linked to a computer in their 
classroom.

But little did the children 
know that they would see 

when it got onto their school 
bus.

Pupils explained: ‘When 
we were going home from 
school, on the Friday before 
the schools broke up for the 
summer, we looked at the 
computer in the classroom 
to see what was happening 
with the birds.

‘But by the time we were 
getting into the bus Jim, our 
driver, had caught one of the 
birds trying to come home 
with us. He let it go outside.

‘When we came into 
school on Monday morning 
we had a look at our 
computer and there were 
no chicks left – they had all 

The children were given 
money for the Bird Box 
Camera from Mull Sea 
Eagle Fund.

Cops take
copter
CHILDREN at Tiree High 
were treated to a helicopter 
landing in the grounds of the 
school.

Assistant chief constable 
John Neilson and convenor 
of Strathclyde Police 
Authority Paul Rooney 

meet with Constable Kevin 
Harrison before inspecting 
Tiree Airport and the radar 
station.

Mr Neilson said: ‘The visit 
is to let the people of Tiree 
know that they have the full 
support of the Strathclyde 
police force.’

Strathclyde police used the 
helicopter due to time and 
accommodation ‘issues’.

The assistant chief 
constable added: ‘There is 
a package in the pipeline for 
training a special constable 

would be encouraged to 
come to the island.’

Lismore lift clan trophy

A GOVERNMENT minister 

Atlantic Islands Festival that 
began on Luing on Saturday.

The week-long multi-
media festival was organised 
by islanders to develop an 
understanding of the history 
and culture of the Atlantic 
islands of the west coast of 
Scotland. The festival will also 
have a focus on geopoetics 
– understanding the world and 
human nature as part of the 
environment.

Scottish culture minister 
Michael Russell said: ‘It is 
wonderful to see the people 
of different west coast islands 
coming together to create such 
a varied programme and to 
take an interest in something 
which is central to their lives.

‘Meaning and truth are at 
the heart of this festival.’

Organiser Norman Bissell 
said: ‘Our sessions on Celtic 
Artwork were so over-
subscribed we had to put on 
second sessions.’

The festival is a launch pad 
for the Luing Community Trust 
to build an Atlantic Islands 
Centre which will showcase 
the natural and human heritage 
of all the islands and provide 
and arts centre and café for 
the community.  The trust has 
already received development 
funding for the centre from the 
Big Lottery Fund and Argyll 
and the Islands LEADER.

Some spaces are still 
available on workshops today, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
– for more details: www.
atlanticislandsfestival.com

Praise for 
festival

Tha mi cinnteach gun robh mòran a dh’ aontaich 
le Rùnaire a’ Cheartais nuair a dhiùlt e saorsa 
dha Ronnie Biggs air sgàth ’s nach do nochd e 
aithreachas sam bith airson na rinn e. Chan e sin 
a-mhàin, ach nach do theich e an dèidh dìreach 

a sheasamh, agus fad còig bliadhna deug air 
fhichead shiubhail e an saoghal a’ magadh air luchd 
lagha Bhreatainn le agallamhan mheadhanan thall 
’s a bhos.  Gun teagamh thill e agus tha e air deich 
bliadhna a thoirt ann am prìosan, ach ged a tha e 
glè thinn a-nise an do thoill e a shaorsa? 

Ged a tha creideimhan gar comhairleachadh 
maitheanas a thoirt dhan fheadhainn a nì ceàrr oirnn 
tha e glè dhoirbh aig amannan sin a dhèanamh.

Tha còrr air ceathrad is còig bliadhna bhon 
a mhort Iain Brady agus Myra Hindley Keith 
Bennett nuair nach robh e ach dusan bliadhna a dh’ 
aois. Cha deach a chorp a lorg riamh agus co aige 
nach biodh co-fhaireachadh le a mhàthair Winnie 
Johnson a tha airson a mac adhlacadh ceart fhad ’s 
a tha i air chomas. Ach chan innis Brady càit am 
bheil an corp.

Ghoid Bernard Madoff mìltean millean dollar 
bho dhaoine agus bhuidhnean air feadh an t-
saoghail, agus dh’ fhàg e mìltean dhaoine ann am 
bochdainn. A dh’ aindeoin sin nach b’ annasach a 
bhith a’ smaointinn air binn ceud gu leth bliadhna 
ga thoirt air duine sam bith, gun ìocas fear a tha 
seachdad sa h-aon! Dh’ fheumadh e bhith beò 
chun am biodh e 121 mum biodh dòchas sam bith 
aigesan air saorsa!

Ach tha fhios gum bheil droch cron airidh air 
peanas da-rèir agus ’s e àicheadh saorsa, le binn 
prìosain mar am peanas as bitheanta a th’ ann an 
diugh. Agus nach e cùis-bhùirt a th’ann gum bithte 

feadhainn a tha sa phrìosan ach an tog iad cùis-
lagha a’ sireadh cead bhòtaidh fhad ’s a tha iad 
ann!
Confusing messages from, on the one hand 
religions which preach forgiveness, and on the 
other civil laws which state that punishment must 
match the crime. Ronnie Biggs mocked the system 
for years and although he surrendered and has 
served 10 years, and is ill, I suspect most people 
agree that he should not be released.

‘Moors murderer’ Ian Brady is still refusing 
to help locate the body of his 12-year-old victim 
Keith Bennett. Keith’s mother has been waiting 45 
years to bury her son.

Bernard Madoff stole countless millions leaving 
thousands in poverty. But a prison sentence of 150 
years for a 71 year old seems odd. He would be 
121 before parole could be considered!

Loss of freedom is the principal method of 
punishing serious crime, and isn’t it unbelievable 
that a prisoner should be considered for legal-aid 
to take court action demanding the right to vote 
while serving sentence. 

08_t28antler01

NEW YORK, London, 
Tobermory – it sounds unlikely 
but a Mull designer is having 
his artwork put centre stage in a 
leading Big Apple shop.

Antler Design’s John Marsh 
has been making artwork from 
naturally cast antlers for the past 
eight years. Yet, an order from 
Top Shop, New York came as 
a bit of a surprise for the island 
entrepreneur.

 John said: ‘I had an enquiry 
from the company for making 
20 chandeliers. I sent back the 

estimate. I was surprised when 
a buyer got back to me, very 
quickly, to say that they wanted 
to place an order for 10 electric 
chandeliers for its New York 
store.

‘The chandeliers are all 
individually designed – so a 
large order is a bit of a challenge. 
I like to keep the antlers, which 
are from red deer stags, intact. 
The way each piece looks is 
very important for me.’

A spokeswoman for Top 
Shop said: ‘The design is a 

key fashion statement for our 
autumn/winter collection. Hot 
looks for the season will be rural 
living, country chic and high 
class luxury. 

‘These chandeliers from the 
Isle of Mull typify that look. We 
want to place the chandeliers 

in  New York. And hope that 
we will transfer that look to our 
London Oxford Street store as 
well.’

The chandeliers cost upwards 
of £400 each.

FIVE Tiree youngsters were 
invited last week to cut the 
ribbon to the revamped Co-op 
store. Fraser MacNail, Cara 
Rennie, Michael MacDonald, 
Lewis MacDowall and Rory 
Kavanagh were celebrities for 
the day.

The Co-operative has 
been transformed thanks 
to £350,000 worth of new 

refrigeration. The revamp has 
allowed the shop to stock a 
improved range of products 
with more fresh foods.

RESIDENTS of a 
Hebridean island met NHS 
representatives on Tuesday 
over fears they could lose 
their GP post when the island 
doctor retires.

At present, Colonsay is 
served by one full-time doctor, 
Dr John Currie, who is on call 
24 hours a day. Dr Currie 
will retire on September 31 
but so far there have been no 
applications for his post.

Colonsay Community 
Council chairman Angus 
MacPhee said before the 
meeting: ‘We are dropping 
the agenda to focus on this.

‘There is a rumour that 

measures will determine that 
we won’t need a doctor.

‘Most people here want a 
direct, full-time replacement 
– that is why we have 
invited the primary care trust 
representatives to the island.

‘In a population of 118 
people, around 60 per cent are 
aged 60 or over, so we need 
to attract young families. 
How can we do that without 
a doctor on the island?

‘If there is no doctor when 
Dr Currie retires, there will be 
no Colonsay because a lot of 

people will leave. We will be 
St Kilda the sequel.’

The meeting will also 
discuss how islanders can 
advertise the position more 
widely.

Dr Currie told The Oban 
Times: ‘The Colonsay GP is a 
demanding job, professionally 
and personally. I have to treat 
my friends and my family 
but also visitors, who I don’t 
know from Adam.

‘It would be a good job for 
the right person – someone 
who likes a challenge and 
does not come to the island 
with rose-tinted glasses.’

Colonsay fears losing GP post

Island has ‘unique’ job opportunity
AS JOBS go it might be one 
of the most idyllic in the world 
– seaside location, four hours 

within hours dictated by the 
tides.

Argyll and Bute Council 

environmental department 

Colonsay.
The post is a ‘unique 

opportunity’, said a council 
spokeswoman.

She said: ‘The job will 

involve collecting samples 

also seawater and other 
information which is 
important to monitoring the 

activity on the island.’

BERNERAY Week 2009 kicks off tomorrow 
(Friday) with an opening night ceilidh dance and 
buffet. In charge of music will be one of Uist’s best 
box players, Angus Alick MacDonald.

On Saturday it is the third running of the 10K road 
and cross-country race, with a special prize for a 
course record.

Monday sees the ever-popular sheepdog trials on 
the machair and in the evening a dance with foot 
stompin’ band Deoch ‘n’ Dorus from 9pm.

Tuesday’s sports day includes lots of different races 
for young and old, a fun run, football tournament, 
pony rides on the machair and a bouncy castle. The 
evening sees a slideshow in the hall by Berneray 
Historical Society. 

On Wednesday 15th it is out to the west beach for 
the popular sandcastle competition. This year kite-

bring it along! Wednesday evening sees the ever-
popular evening beach BBQ. On Thursday the annual 
treasure hunt takes place, while in the evening the 
hall will host the Berneray Week quiz night.

A perennially popular event is the Friday traditional 
concert – a great opportunity to hear traditional Gaelic 
singers and musicians, this year with a focus on 
performers from Berneray and Uist. Rona Lighfoot 
and Mod gold medallist Gillebride MacMillan are 
among the performers. Iain Angus Macleod from 
Harris, one of the most popular young accordion 
players around, will lead the dance at 11pm.

Saturday 18th will be the occasion for the boat day 
at Otternish. Craft of all shapes and sizes will be on 
hand and doing trips. There will also be a barbeque 
on the slipway. Calum Iain MacCorquodale will 
be on Berneray on Monday 20th for the usual week 

For more details visit the Berneray website at 
www.isleofberneray.com.

Berneray Week has
plenty going on

ISLE of Mull Rugby Club has received funding to 
help it buy a new mower for the pitch at Garmony.

The popular club, which maintains the pitch but it 
is used by schools for sports days, is raising funds to 
buy a new mower and build a shed to keep it in at a 
cost of more than £13,500. Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
Area Committee agreed to give the club £900 from 
its leisure development grants.

Tobermory Forward, a group similar to that set up 
in Oban to improve the appearance of the town, was 
awarded £2,000 to spray, fertilise and seed a cliff 
face in Tobermory.

Grant helps rugby
club trim mower cost 

Grants invite
ISLAY charities are being 
invited to attend a surgery in 
the Ionad Chaluim Chille Ile, 

out how they apply for grants 
through the Lloyds TSB 
Foundation for Scotland.

Appointments should be 
pre-booked by contacting 
the trust on 0870 902 1201.
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Ice Age III: Dawn of 
The Dinosaurs

CERT U
The sub-zero heroes  
are back! Scrat is still 
trying to nab the ever-
elusive nut . Manny 
and Ellie await the 
birth of their mini-
mammoth; Diego the 
Sabre-toothed tiger 
wonders if he’s grow-
ing too “soft” hanging 
with his pals, and Sid 
the sloth gets into trou-
ble when he creates his 
own makeshift fam-
ily by hijacking some 
dinosaur eggs. On a 
mission to rescue the 
hapless Sid, the gang 
ventures into a mys-
terious underground 
world, where they have 
some close encounters 
with dinosaurs.

Public Enemies
CERT 15

In this critically ac-
claimed action-thriller 

Mann directs Johnny 
Depp and Christian Bale 
in the incredible story of 
criminal folk hero John 
Dillinger (Depp), whose 
wave of bank robberies 
and the subsequent FBI 
manhunt, commanded 
by J. Edgar Hoover and 
run by Special Agent 
Melvin Purvis (Bale), 
fascinated the nation 
in the 1930s. Based on 
the book “Public En-
emies: America’s Great-
est Crime Wave and 
the Birth of the FBI, 
1933-34”  this is Intel-
ligent and challenging: 

crime epic could take 
two viewings to fully 
absorb, but it’s worth 
every devoted minute Local

Producers
Market

Thursday 16 July
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

CINEMA
LISTINGS

Crianlarich Nursery 
Parents Group

Car boot sale
Sunday 12th July

At 11am
Tyndrum

Boucy castle, tombolla 
and more.

£6 per car call Donna 
on 01838 400 265

The Hangover
CERT 15

Two days before his wed-
ding, Doug and his three 
buddies drive to Vegas 
for a blow-out night 
they’ll never forget. But 
when the three grooms-
men wake up the next 
morning with pounding 
headaches, they can’t 
remember a thing. Their 
posh hotel suite is be-
yond trashed and the 
groom is nowhere to be 
found. With no clue of 
what happened and lit-
tle time to space, the trio 
must attempt to retrace 
their bad decisions from 
the night before in order 

went wrong and hope-
fully get Doug back to 
LA in time for his wed-
ding. However, the more 
they begin to uncover, 
the more they realize 
just how much trouble 
they’re in. With Bradley 
(“YES MAN”) Cooper, 

Helms and Heather 
(“AUSTIN POWERS IN 
GOLDMEMBER”) Gra-
ham. Todd (“STARSKY 
& HUTCH”) Phillips 
directs from a spec script 
by Jon Lucas and Scott 
Moore.

Harry Potter And The 
Half Blood Prince

CERT 12A
Young wizards Harry 
Potter, Ron Weasley and 
Hermione Granger are 
facing new challenges 
and dangers in the wake 
of Lord Voldemort’s re-
turn. David Yates returns 
to direct, after helming 
“HARRY POTTER AND 
THE ORDER OF THE 
PHOENIX.” Based on the 
novel “Harry Potter and 
the Half-Blood Prince” 
written by J.K. Rowling. 

Harry Potter series.

PUPILS at Dalmally Primary 
School made the great 
outdoors their classroom as 
they took part in a unique 
project to learn more about the 
area’s ecology and history.

Primary six and seven pu-
pils had the run of the near-
by Glenstrae Estate for their 
Learning Landscapes project, 
under the tutelage of ecol-
ogy consultant Sam Harri-

son, from Taynuilt. Sam has 
worked with various groups 
through his business, Open 
Ground, but is keen to roll out 
the six-week project to other 
schools in the area.

He said: ‘We spent six Fri-
days out of the classroom, 
learning about how the estate 
works and playing fun games 
and exercises. 

‘We put up a teepee in the 

pouring rain. The kids got 
muddy but had great fun.

‘Teaching children about 
their local area in the class-
room, alone, is not enough; 
they need something to con-
nect it with.’ 

Glenstrae Estate manager 
Donald Dempster was delight-
ed to take part in the project 
and gave a sheep shearing 
demonstration as part of their 

children’s learning.
Mr Dempster and game-

keeper Mark Brown were 
given thank you gifts by 
the pupils at an event in the 
school last Monday, where 
their work was showcased. 

Teacher Jane Gibson said: 
‘The whole thing was such a 
novelty for the children, that 
they were learning without 
realising it.’

Pupils of Dalmally Primary School, who took part in the Learning Landscapes project with tutor Sam Harrison, right, 
estate manager Donald Dempster and gamekeeper Mark Brown. 07_t26dal01

Dalmally pupils take their 
classroom to the great outdoors

ARGYLL’s-own Highland 
harmonica specialist Donald Black 
will soon be returning for a short 
tour of his native county.

Described last year by Norman 
Chalmers, Scotland on Sunday, as 
‘the instrument’s foremost expo-
nent in Scottish traditional music’, 
the ace self - taught harmonica 
player is making a return visit for 
three concert dates in July .

Excellent young musicians Ross 
Wilson from the Isle of Mull on 
keyboard and Allan Nairn from 
Acharacle on guitar join Donald 
to form the Donald Black Band; 
with a concert in Oban’s Skipin-
nish Ceilidh House on Thursday, 
July 23 and two performances on 
the Isle of  Mull – An Tobar Arts 
Centre, Tobermory and Bunessan 
Hall – on Friday 24 and Saturday, 
July 25, respectively.

Being a native of Benderloch, 
Donald’s roots are very much 
steeped in the west of Scotland 
Highland bagpipe and Gaelic tra-

dition. His playing of thorough-
ly challenging jigs, hornpipes, 
marches, strathspeys and reels and 
emotionally charged slow airs and 
laments has delighted audiences 
both at home and abroad – gain-
ing many very favourable reviews 
along the way.

Donald has, over the years, re-
ceived wide acclaim for his re-
cordings, enjoyed extensive radio 
play and made several TV appear-
ances both at home and abroad. 
He is one half of that popular west 
coast Highland music duo – Don-
ald Black and Malcolm Jones. 
Donald and Malcolm, from top 
Celtic-Rock band Runrig, were 
booked to play these dates together 
but unfortunately Malcolm has had 
to undergo immediate major heart 
surgery.

Donald’s unique style of har-
monica playing coupled with the 
great talents of Ross and Allan 
make these evenings ones certain-
ly not to be missed.

Welcome return for one of 
Argyll’s musical sons

Harmonica wizard Donald Black brings his band on tour

Ready for a Blas?
Tickets have now gone on sale for the pan Highland Blas 
festival 2009. 

The multi venue event runs from September 4 until the 
12. Talented artists will include top musical names such as 
Dougie MacLean, Phil Cunningham and Aly Bain, Blazin’ 
Fiddles, The Barra McNeils, and Karen Matheson. New 
for 2009 is the Scottish Embassy in Cape Breton. 

Festival Director Donna MacRae proudly announced 
‘Our Blas ‘Scottish Embassy’ strengthens our links with 
the Celtic Colours International Festival in Cape Breton. 
Celtic Colours provided the inspiration for the creation 
of Blas and this cements our partnership. Now visitors 
will be able to visit our website and access information 
about Scotland in our embassy. We are also keen to have 
an embassy set up on the Celtic Colours website with a 
reciprocal arrangement for them on ours. We will also be 
providing ‘Blassports’ which visitors can get stamped by 
promoters at each of our events and internet ‘visas’ which 
provide access to ticket discounts. It all adds to our com-
mitment to culture and our links with the Homecoming 
Scotland programme.’ 

Plans to extend the festival into Argyll have come to 
naught it seem but a wee jaunt up the road to Fort William 
or over to Glen Uig will pay dividends with Blair Douglas 
performing his Gaelic Mass in St Mary’s Church while 
just up the road at the Ben Nevis Distillery, Uisge-Beatha 
- A Highlander’s Celebration of Whisky is produced by 
Iain MacFarlane. Dougie MacLean and Blazin’ Fiddles 
are at the Nevis Centre or out the road at Glen Uig; the 
generations unite in celebration of the music. The Blas 
spokesperson says: ‘Our rich musical traditions are often 
passed down through the generations from parent to child. 

this musical transmission to perform for you in the Fam-
ily Ties concert.’ Dates times and places are on the Blas 
website at www.blas-festival.com
Tradition alive!
The magical duo that is ‘Phil and Aly’ return to the west 
on their annual Scottish tour later this summer. 

The boys start in Crail on July 30th and don’t see much 
of home until the end of September.  Phil Cunningham 
and Aly Bain have been musical partners for 23 years and 
the show they put on is a master class in accordion and 

Fergie MacDonald (The Oban Times columnist) nearly 
always features in Phil’s yarns. 

In Tobermory at An Tobar, September 15, Bunessan, 
the next night – and then a fast boat to Colonsay for the 

-
ish the busy week at the Skipinnish Ceilidh house. Tickets 
will move fast – so on your marks! Go!
Musicality
has produced over the years since he went solo from the 
Runrig Ceilidh band – such is his musical talent. 

His latest offering ‘Stay Strong’ is another masterpiece 
to complement ‘Beneath The Beret’ and ‘Angels from 
Ashes.’ I sat spellbound watching a BBC production of 
a foray into Cajun country as Blair wove his magical box 
and piano playing with the locals some years ago. That 
was as close as I have seen him ‘live’ but this summer 
he is coming out to play. At the Heb Celt festival and at 
Scone with Runrig but I was even more delighted when 
Big Angus at the Ceilidh house broke the news to me that 
Blair was coming to Oban. 

So July 15 is booked as a night off – without fail!
Glastonbury 2009
We are back from the festival that is the daddy of them all 
– Glastonbury2009!

140,000 good friends came together in Somerset, the 
land of cider, to rock the weekend away. The event is set 
in over 900 acres of Pilton farmland where Michael Eavis 
and his daughter Emily have taken farm diversity plan-
ning to its greatest level! Last year it rained overnight and 
by morning we had great big puddles and welly boots 
everywhere. But out came the tractors and slurry tankers 
to literally suck up the puddles throughout the day. Later 
the team came round as we slept with grass seeders and 

The sun then baked it hard and three days later when we 
all left and the clean up began – the new grass for the 
Eavis dairy cattle was germinating, ready to sprout and 

What an operation!
This year, we had spectacular thunder and lightning on 

Thursday night but much less rain – so after that passed 
and the sun came out once again, we had  no problem 
in enjoying Bruce Springsteen and the E street band and 
Neil Young who tied, in my estimation, for best headlin-
ers. Rolf Harris got the biggest crowd ever at the jazz 
stage with his greatest hits show,  Sun arise, Two little 
boys, Waltzing Matilda and more. It was pure magic from 
the legendary entertainer who is now in his seventies.

Glasvegas, Paulo Nuttini and the Peatbog Faeries came 
down from Scotland and all were fantastic. But for a show 
closer the Faeries from Skye take some beating and they 
wowed the crowd at the Avalon stage, promising to return 
– same time same place next year! See you there boys!
Snippets
coming out on Watercolour music – called Coastlines,

music.
 Laura McGhee’s long awaited second album, Celticana

by her many American trips including Nashville and 
Memphis sessions.

 Malcolm Jones of Runrig continues to make a good 
recovery after heart bypass surgery and is looking forward 
to returning to rehearsals in August. The lead guitarist 
plans to be ready for the 35th Danish Tonder Festival and 
then the big Scottish gig at Scone on August 29 – we all 
wish him well!

 Colin Macintyre’s new album Island is getting good 
reviews in the nationals, as is his backing team, Sorren 
and Gordon MacLean’s Band who featured recently in 
the Herald magazine. Father and son regaled us with how 
the growing up in the music business has affected them 
– very well it seems! Still creating!

 Best newcomers at Glastonbury were Oxford based 
band Stornoway. They were also the hardest working as 
well, having four gigs and a BBC appearance over the 
weekend. But one ambition will have to wait till next 
year, they want to play the Heb Celt festival in – yes – 
Stornoway!

CHILDREN who took part in the Argyll 
Drama Festival run by Fèisean nan Gàidheal 

– almost two months after the competition. 
Due to delay the newly commission plaques 

were not ready for the festival in May. But 

determined to get the awards out to winners 
before the end of the school term.

Ms MacIntyre explained: ‘We have never 
run the drama festival as a competition but 
this year we decided, due to demand from 
children, to introduce a few prizes.

‘There was a delay in getting the awards so 

would had deliver them to the children. 
‘I had a whistle stop tour around the west 

coast to get them delivered.’
APPIN Gaelic medium unit choir received a prize for the best comedy mo-

ment from the recent Argyll Drama feis held in Oban. 

Gaelic drama 
teams finally 
get their awards

Skerryvore
Saturday
18th July
Nevis Centre
Fort William

Plus Support Acts
Strictly over 18’s

Doors open 8pm • Tickets £10
available from the Nevis Centre

ARGYLL
ANIMAL

AID

SMARTIE 
Nice 8 month old girl. 

Spayed and microchipped.

Please contact Pat on 01852 300362
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

Cinema The Highland Theatre

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

THE
HANGOVER

Cert 15 100min
12.00 & 9.00 Fri - Tues
8.30 Wed & Thurs

Cert 15 142min
2.45, 5.45 & 8.45 Fri - Tues
2.30 & 8.45 Wed & Thurs

PUBLIC
ENEMIES

From Friday 17th July

Cert PG 94min
12.00, 2.00, 4.00 & 6.00 Fri- Tues
12.30,3.15 & 5.45 Wed & Thurs

HARRY POTTER
AND THE HALF BLOOD PRINCE

ICE AGE III
DAWN OF THE DINOSAURS

E

Cert 12A 143min
12.00 & 5.30 
Wednesday & Thursday Only

Craft Fayre
Congregational

Church Hall, Oban
Saturday

11July 2009
11am - 3pm

door collection in 
aid of local charities

Mid Argyll Art Society
42nd Annual Exhibition

Monday 3rd August - Saturday 8th August
Lochgilphead Parish Church Hall

Times of Opening 
Monday - Friday 10am - 8pm

Saturday 10am - 2pm
Handing in:

Saturday 1st August 10am - 4pm at the Church Hall

Entry fee £2 per painting / drawing up to 5 works

All paintings and drawings must be ready to hang and have name, 
address, title and price (if for sale) on the back.  Only original paintings 

and drawings not previously shown in Mid Argyll may be exhibited.
If submissions exceed hanging space, the hanging 

committee will undertake the final selection.
Enquiries to Alistair Dunlop 01546 600316

Vicky Lyon 01546 603281

An Comunn Gaidhealeach
CRUACHAN 

BRANCH
SUMMER CEILIDH
Thursday 09 July, 8pm

Taynuilt Village Hall
Admission £3
Members &

Children (5-16 yrs) £2
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YOUR STARS
WITH PATRICK ARUNDEL
ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th 090 6612 4520
The recent Eclipse sought to teach you that some things are worth 
preserving, whilst others may be ripe for change. This obvious 
contrast may lead to some uncomfortable pressures, but if you 
go with the process you can gain and grow through it. The trick is 
learning to articulate your thoughts more succinctly and the sky can 
help you to do so now. Call now for more news and advice…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st 090 6612 4521
Set up that important conversation towards the start of this week, 
when something is more likely to stick. Mars moves from your sign 
now, but this and the presence of the slinky Venus will serve to 
embolden your desire to boost your coffers. That more sensual side 
of your nature is also turned to max by this, and even a stumbling tie 
can be revived. Call me now for your love scope in full…

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st 090 6612 4522
If life has felt a bit of a huff and puff of late, you’re about to spark 
back into normal service…with your sociable, more outgoing and 
energised qualities coming back to the fore. This is also a week 
when you can show a lot of imagination, and so if a project has been 
stumbling, now it can start to power forwards, and this can see you 
feeling more secure. Call now for your in-depth forecast…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd 090 6612 4523
Your values can seem in stark contrast to someone else’s and this 
can become a trend in the weeks to come. Ok, you can take this in 
your stride, after all you appreciate that not everyone is like you. No, 
the problem here is that it can be someone you’ve got on with so 
well in the past who surprises you, by starting to move away in their 
outlook. Call your special prediction line for more news…

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd 090 6612 4524
If you’re very clear about future hopes, plans can gain traction this 
week. Yet the suggestion for many Leo’s is that more consideration 

of things, don’t fret, it’ll be next week when you can really start to 
shape up exactly what you want. This may even include a complete 
U-turn. Call now for more astral advice…

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd 090 6612 4525
Your zodiac sign has had a lodger these last two years, namely the 
stern Saturn. Now although he can be grouchy the chances are he 
has paid his rent on time and kept his room tidy. The Sun calls by 
and cheers up the old thing and this, or a friend, can help you to view 
your circumstances in a more positive light. Big changes are ahead, 
especially at work. Call me now for more advice…

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd 090 6612 4526
Mars motors into the Independent Republic of Gemini. So, how 
might this alteration shape up for you? Well, the chances are you 
will get a taste for travel, to broaden your horizons, perhaps even 
look to take a course or sign up for an Open University degree. But 
you may also want to break free of any restrictions, but just try not to 
be too hasty. Call your prediction line for more…

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd 090 6612 4527
You can be a sign of strong likes and dislikes. Few Scorpio’s are 
lukewarm, but this passionate approach can also be your best suit. 
The news now, is that you’re about to have your faculties in this 
regard topped up anew. This may bring some of your already held 
feelings more readily into the open or it can see someone magnetic 
enter your world soon. Call for your love scope in full…

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st 090 6612 4528
The rest of July can be an awesome time for your love life - especially 
if you’re single, with a big opportunity to connect to someone new 
emerging. But this can also be an important time for all sorts of 
relationships. If you feel hemmed in, in any of yours, don’t project 
its faults onto a partner, show leadership about how things can be 
turned around. Call me now for your love scope in full…

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th 090 6612 4529
One of the key elements of your nature is that you like to achieve 
results. Whether at work, in the garden or domestically, this can see 
you well organised and on top of things…Well, that’s the theory, 
because if any element of your world has slipped behind due to 
other recent distractions, this week can be an opportune time to put 
things right. Call now for more news and advice…

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th 090 6612 4530
A lot of activity has centred on home and practical areas, but a 

chases the glam and stylish Venus, into the most energised and 

life in a brand new and much more positive light, and love looks truly 
promising too! Call me now for your love scope in full…

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th 090 6612 4531
When things get a bit stressful or people put demands upon you, 
you have a natural love of cocooning yourself away, be this in your 
home, in hobbies or your most comfy routines, and you can yearn 
for this now. This can be especially so if the pace of life has seemed 
unrelenting. You’re not being unsociable mind, and may invite 
someone around. Call now for more astral advice…

SP: Pronto Ltd, PO Box 52785 EC1p 1TY
Calls cost 60p per minute from standard landline
For entertainment purposes only

STRAWBERRIES
Pick your own strawberries, raspberries, 

blackcurrants, redcurrants, gooseberries, peas
EAST YONDERTON FARM

INCHINNAN PA4 9LP • Telephone orders 0141 889 3492
Fields open Saturday and Sunday, 9a.m. - 5p.m.

Monday until Friday 10a.m. - 8p.m.
From junction 29 on M8 take A726 to Inchinnan (beside Glasgow Airport)

WE GROW THE BEST, YOU PICK THE BEST!

Open air ‘walking’ theatre at Dunollie, Oban

The extraordinary tale of the Clan 
MacDougall and the Brooch of Lorn

A new play by The Walking Theatre Company 
performed in the castle and grounds of Dunollie

17 – 23 July 8pm nightly
Tickets £10, £8.50 conc*, Under 16 free

Tickets from the BOX OFFICE in George Street 
(in the Hope MacDougall Collection Museum) 

or online at www.dunollie.org. 
Enquiries 0783 313 3928

THERE IS NO PARKING AT DUNOLLIE.
Shuttle bus from Shore Street for

ticket holders or walk/cycle!

ARGYLL 
& THE 

ISLANDS

Come dressed for a walk and bring midge repellent.
*Extra online discount for concessions

The event is entirely out of 
doors and on the move.

TAYNUILT
HIGHLAND GAMES

Saturday 18th July 2009 Sports Field, Taynuilt

www. taynuilthighlandgames.com

The Oban 
Times

Moleigh dancers and choreographers outside the Hammersmith Lyric Theatre.

Moleigh dancers take to the Hammersmith stage
Invited to perform 
in London 
by renowned   
artistic director

Auld Lang Syne

Sceptre

Opposition

Vic 
32

Vic 32

A classical good 
time in Crinan

06_a28crinan14

Argyll Animal Aid has a new-look 

High School. The charity held a 

to design a new logo and the design 

as the winner. Runners-up were 

who will all study Standard Grade 
art this year, were Argyll Animal 

Blunsden. 07_t27aid01

Lonely Plant

Tiree in top ten 
‘bargain’ holiday 
destinations

The Royal National MOD
Oban 9th – 17th October 2009

CEILIDH DANCE
Argyllshire Gathering Halls
18th July commencing 8pm

Featuring
Freeland Barbour & The Occasionals

Noeleen NicColla – Donegal
Gillebride MacMillan – Uist / Spain

Miss Oban MOD 2009

Entries over 18years

1st prize - £250 + Vatersay Boys Ticket
2nd prize £100 + Vatersay Boys Ticket
3rd prize £59 + Vatersay Boys Ticket

Winner requested to be available during MOD week
Tickets £8 from Oban Music, Argyll Square, Oban.

Supported by Bord na Gaidhlig and Skipinnish Ceilidh House. 

gigguide
argyll

your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Every night > Scottish Music Shows
Skipinnish Ceilidh House
from 8pm

Every Thursday > Ceilidh Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House
Starts 10.30pm

Every Friday > Party Fever
Skipinnish Ceilidh House with DJ Fergie
Starts 10.30pm &  live ceilidh band

Every Saturday > “Mixed” -  Club Night
Skipinnish Ceilidh House with DJs Mark & Stuart
Starts 11.00pm

Every Weekend>  Live Music 9pm till 12
O’Donnell’s with DJs Mark & Stuart

Thursday 9 July  > Karaoke
The Woody

Friday 10 July  > Autoban (band)
The Woody

Saturday 11 July  > Colin Hunter
O’Donnells Irish Bar and Mick Nesbit
9pm - midnight

Saturday 11 July  > Danny Carol (live band)
The Woody

Friday 17 July  > Blair Douglas
Skipinnish Ceilidh House
9pm

Saturday 18 July  > The Chunks
O’Donnells Irish Bar
9pm - midnight

Thursday 23 July  > Malcolm Jones
Skipinnish Ceilidh House & Donnie Black
7.30pm

what’son
Mondays > Pilates
Oban Primary Campus
6.30pm

Various > Art Courses
Airdeny Chalets
Contact Jennifer 01866 822648

Sun 5 - Fri 10 July > Cantilena Festival 
Islay

Saturday 18 July > Skerryvore
Nevis Centre, Fort William

Saturday 18 July > Taynuilt Sports Field
Taynuilt Highland Games

17 -23 July > Dunollie Castle
Open air ‘walking’ theatre

Thursday 23 July > Local Producers Market
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch

Frances Grantham, Gemma Durley and shop manager Olwen Rowland look on. 

Oban’s Oxfam opens Bookfest section
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WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

PRESS POLICY

Glasgow Letter

The Oban Times
& West Highland Times

12 LETTERS

Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

Sir
It is with interest and much 
dismay that I read the article 
on the Arandora Star in The
Oban Times.

The British government 
has a sin to answer for by 
inferring that Italians resident 
in this country were all Nazi 
and Fascist sympathisers.

Nothing could be further 
from the truth.

They were hard working 
people loved and respected 
by their neighbours.  Mr 
Abraseezi had a café in 
Pollokshaws, Glasgow from 
which he was taken, for no 
good reason and perished on 
the Arandora Star much to 
the sorrow of his neighbours 
of which my late husband 
was one.

The other café in the Shaws 
was owned by the Vetturini 
family whose son fought 
with and was an interpreter 
with the British army.  His 
mother, affectionately known 
in The Shaws by everyone 
as ‘Auntie’ maintained 
her Italian citizenship and 
had to report weekly to the 
police.  She was allowed to 
remain at home much to the 
amusement of all, was not 
allowed to own a bicycle or 
a radio. She was at this time 
in her 80s.

My late husband served 
with the RAF for the 
duration of hostilities and 
was regularly supplied with 
parcels of goodies by the 
Vetturini family.  

This letter refers to the 
Italians in one small area 
of Glasgow but the feelings 
will be replicated all over 
Glasgow and beyond.
Mrs Mairi Smith
Achnacroish, Lismore

Arandora Star

Gaelic
education
Sir
As a strong supporter of 
Gaelic I read the recent 
report on the Lochaber Mod 
with interest, and some 
concern.

I subsequently attended 
the Ardnamurchan Mod 
where, as Councillor Foxley 
predicted, the picture was 
more positive. However 
look beyond the headline 

similar: the great majority 
of primary school entries 
were from schools with 
Gaelic medium units. This 
was overwhelmingly so in 
the language classes, where 
almost no other entries were 
received.

Dr Foxley implies that this 
demonstrates the success of 
the Gaelic medium units.
A blunter assessment might 
be that this is the inevitable 
consequence of an education 
policy which devotes the 
entire professional Gaelic 
teaching resource to the few 

in Gaelic medium education, 
whilst denying the majority 
any provision whatsoever.

A look at the council’s own 

the story: of more than 180 
primary schools in the area, 
10 per cent have Gaelic 
medium provision; around 
20 per cent have some 
provision through ordinary 
class teachers ‘trained in 
Gaelic’ (whether or not one 

and therefore 70 per cent 
have no provision at all. I 

simply shocking.
Gaelic needs to be 

embedded across our society 
and not simply a niche 

It is with regret I withold 
my identity, as I am more 
than willing to stand up for 
Gaelic publicly, however 
to do so would identify my 
local school – and having 
discussed the issue with 
them, I am aware that they 
themselves are constrained 
by council policy. 

The present reality is that 
neither of my two primary 
school age children received 
a single hour of Gaelic 
language teaching in the past 
academic year. Is this really 
what the Gaelic Language 
Act means by Gaelic 
‘commanding equal respect 
to the English language?’.
Name and address known 
but withheld

Sir
I refer to Jim Kirby’s letter 
regarding the spot where the 
Jacobite Standard was raised 

Oban
Times

Mr Kirby believes that 
30 years ago most people 
thought the ceremony 
occurred on or near the site of 
the world famous monument 
on the shores of Loch Shiel. 
Tourists, egged on by the 
National Trust for Scotland 
who own the monument, 
may have done so but local 
folk and Scottish academics 
held a different view.

When the inscribed rock 
above the Presbytery was 
uncovered in the 1980s, I 
looked at a large volume 
of material on the subject 
including 12 eye witness 
accounts. The majority of 
these referred to it taking 
place on a knoll and not on 

the head of Loch Shiel. Other 
historians of course had been 
there before me notably the 
late Donald B MacCulloch 
from Corpach whose book, 
Romantic Lochaber, Arisaig 
and Morar (now in its 

standard reference work for 
the area. 

In his third revised and 
enlarged edition of 1972 – 
which I would urge anyone 
interested in the subject to 
read – MacCulloch, who must 

Glenfinnan

be considered the undoubted 
authority on the subject, 
provides overwhelming 
evidence that the standard 
was not raised on or near the 
site of the monument; indeed 
he suggests the inscription 
on one of the metal plaques 
set in the wall surrounding 
the monument, seems to be 
the only evidence that it was 
raised there. 

MacCulloch published 
his researches in The Oban 
Times
in the hope that someone 
would come forward with 
fresh local information. 
A number of readers did 
respond, but although 
general opinion favoured 
a knoll above the River 
Finnan between the A830 
and the railway line, no one 
could say with any certainty 
which was the correct one. 
Clearly MacCulloch and 
others were searching for 

at the time the inscribed rock 
slab lay hidden under peat 
and heather.

As evidence that the 
standard was raised on the 
marshy ground at the head 
of the loch, Mr Kirby cites 
William Bald’s Survey of 
Ardnamurchan and Sunart 

Lockhart Bogle’s highly 
dramatised engraving of 

be dismissed as Bald’s 

clearly schematic and 
Bogle’s work - for what it 
is worth - shows, on close 
examination, the standard 
ceremony happening on high 
ground to the east. Moreover 
there is some doubt that Jean 
Cameron of Glendessary 
was actually present at the 
original gathering.

If Mr Kirby has irrefutable 
proof that the inscription on 
the slab above the church 
is a hoax and that the little 
boulder with the hole in it 
(thought to have provided 
the base for the standard 

a local gatepost, he must 
come forward with it.
Iain Thornber
Knock House, Morvern

Beaver worries
Sir
The beaver trial introduction
in Knapdale, Argyll, is 
a matter of considerable 

who have a statutory role to 
conserve, protect and manage 
stocks of wild salmon and 
migratory trout in Scotland. 

We accept that this is a ‘trial’ 
operated under rigorously 
managed conditions 
designed to test some of 
the issues relating to beaver 
introductions. However, it is 
also quite clear that this trial 
will not test many important 
issues, not least the impact 
on salmon and migratory 
trout and the important 

contributions these species 
make to local economies and 
employment often in remote 
rural areas. 

We remain extremely 
apprehensive about the idea 
of introducing into Scotland’s 
water bodies, at a time when 
we are spending hundreds 
of thousands of pounds a 
year on removing obstacles 

restoring riparian habitats, 
a species whose signature 
activity is the construction 
of dams and destruction of 
riparian habitat. 

Further we have sought, 

from government of what 
will happen to the introduced 
beavers at the end of this 
licensed period. 

We need to be sure that 
before any further decisions 
or trials are considered that 
these issues are properly 
explored. We should, when 
making a decision, have a 
full understanding of what 
impacts a Scottish beaver 
population could have on 
Scotland’s water bodies and 

Andrew Wallace
Association of Salmon 
Fishery Boards Rivers 
and Fisheries Trusts of 
Scotland, Edinburgh

Misplaced
righteous
indignation
THERE’S been a lot of it 
about recently. 

Those who take very little 
interest in politics or indeed 
none at all, have been getting 
very hot under the collar 
about MPs’ expenses without 
checking that the stories that 
have appeared at third-hand,  
based on illegally acquired 
information for which a 
certain daily newspaper 
paid a great deal of money 
and gave their journalists 
carte blanche to use it in as 
damaging a way as possible 
to those who have been a 
bit naughty by allegedly 

Unfortunately, they have 
not bothered to check 
whether all their information 
is correct before they rush 
into print or pass it on to 
other newspapers.

I draw attention to this 
at the start of the year of 
‘righteous indignation’ 
which has now spilled in the 
Scottish parliament about 
who ‘snubbed the Queen’? 

Strange to say the chief 
buffoon as far as this is 
concerned is the Scottish 
political editor of the 
broadsheet that has been 
‘dishing the dirt’ on 
Wesminster MPs expenses. 

However, Mr Cochrane 
has really got himself in a 

attacked MSPs for staying 
away from HM The 
Queen’s visit to the Scottish 
parliament to mark the tenth 
anniversary of the new 
Scottish parliament for a 
platitudinous speech lasting 

of them gave him, and a 
few hacks who should have 
known better, an opportunity 
to ‘knock’ the absentees for 
discourtesy. 

First, they were not invited 
by the Queen, they were 
asked by the presiding 

and some MSPs, such as 
Jim Mather, quite rightly 
took their vacation without 
worrying about whether 
they would be missed. 

Sir Jamie McGrigor, 
an alleged friend of Alan 
Cochrane’s, is lambasted 
for doing what an MSP 
is elected to do: ‘look 
after the concerns of his 
constituents’.

On this occasion, it was 
a vital meeting regarding 
water safety on Loch Awe 
which was convened at very 
short notice. 

‘In any case,’ said Sir 
Jamie, ‘ I met Her Majesty 
at the Royal Highland  
Show reception where we 
spoke for much longer 
than we would have at the 
parliament.’

Old buffers are 
irrelevant!
THERE are clearly ‘old 
buffers’ who are still living 
in the times when they 
were thrashed at their prep 
schools and believe that 
pain has an important part 
in seeing that the prehistoric 
niceties of outdated etiquette 
are observed rigorously. 

One of the most obvious 
examples of this sort of 
‘stiff upper lip’ nonsense 
comes from the old guard 
of the Royal Company of 
Archers who still think they 

are The Queen’s Bodyguard 
in Scotland, rather than the 
smart-suited,distinctive 
badge-wearing, armed men 
and women who make up 
the Royal Protection Squad. 

There’s also another small 
drove of such types who have 
been sounding off without 
checking the facts. It is not 
treason to fail to attend every 
event at which a member of 
the Royal Family is present 
nor to impute republican 
sympathies to those for any 
number of reasons couldn’t 
be there.

In any case, is a tenth 
anniversary all that 

terms it is the ‘tin’ (or 

‘Tin-pot’ seems to me 
to be a reasonable phrase 
to describe the antics of 
the reactionary journalists 
and honorary graduates 
in self-serving righteous 
indignation.

from a Strathclyde Police 
initiative that I fully support 
but I’m suspicious as to why 

from it. 
The new chairman of 

the Strathclyde Police 
Authority, Councillor Paul 
Rooney, and Assistant 
Chief Constable Ian Neilson 
presented themselves  to 
answer questions about the 
police; and there were many 
of them. 

To be fair, these gentlemen 
and their assistants did a 
very good job but not as 

concerned. It is not enough 
to tell a pretty clued-up 
audience that ‘manning 
levels’ are in fact in excess of 
what they should be as there 
is an extra sergeant and an 
extra constable now in post. 
This is in sharp contrast to 
the statement made by Chief 
Inspector Fred Hall when he 
retired just months ago. Its 
a classic example of shifting 
the goal posts to make them 

are going to get. Yet, where 
are all the extra cops that 
Kenny Macaskill, the justice 
minister, has been shouting 
about?

It was interesting that there 
was a discussion about: ‘a 
second policeman for Tiree’ 
but apparently no more 

for many other parts of 
Argyll and Bute. 

It was noticeable that when 
a member of the audience 
asked if the force did not 
possess a quad bike to get 
to parts of  rural areas that 
would be easily accessible 
with one. The answer was 
‘no’.

Nothing that happened at 
this meeting did anything 
but convince me that there 
is still a lack of practical 
knowledge at the very top 
of Strathclyde Police about 
the importance of a proper 
police service in rural areas 

islands that are within its 
boundaries.

Ann Brown of Balephuil, Isle of Tiree has sent The Oban Times this picture of her niece Kirsty Allison and her 

photographs of days gone bye and photographs of The Oban Times
prints to The Oban Times
must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned 

must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

The Oban Times in Sydney, Australia

Sir
Hi! I am one of the common 

dolphins who have been 
visiting Oban recently and I 
thought I would say ‘thank 
you’ to the people of Oban.  

I realise we did not let 
you know we were coming 
but lots of you watched the 
free show we put on and 
some even cheered – thank 

– there are plenty in the bay.
Having said that, maybe 

you could tell the silly people 
with ‘ribs’ to stop running 
at and over us.  Some of 
our youngsters could be 
damaged by propellers, as 
they don’t know what they 
are.  Tell all the boats to 
come out and stop and we 
will come to them.

By the way, the water in the 
bay is a lot cleaner than when 
I was last here although there 
was a big oil slick the other 

are awfully dirty – please 
clean them up as that rubbish 
pollutes the water then you 
won’t see us so near again.

I don’t know when we will 
be back so ‘people of Oban’ 
look after your bay and we 
may hang around more 
often.
Bye for now
Delphinia

D is for dolphin

Gaelic in
Glasgow
Jo MacDonald, formerly of 
the BBC and recently ap-
pointed to the interim sen-
ior support team by Bord na 
Gaidhlig, chaired the recent 
meeting held in the Albany 
Learning Centre when the 
principles and structures of 
the Glasgow Gaelic Initia-
tive were outlined.

a priority area for Gaelic the 
initiative has two aims, to in-
crease the number of Gaelic 
speakers and to expand the 
opportunities to use Gaelic.  
A steering group will be 
set up and this will bring 
together individuals, com-
munity organisations and 
professional organisations to 
coordinate Gaelic activity in 
the area.

With this in mind opinions 
are sought on the Gaelic 
priorities for the city and 
for those interested a form 
is available from Sine Ma-
cLean at 0141 339 2022 or 
sine@cnag.org.uk.  Gaelic 
school education has, to 
date, been a success in the 
city, so we must ensure simi-
lar success for all age groups 
and levels of ability.    

Make your contribution by 
contacting the above to give 
your opinions or indeed to 
serve on the steering group.

Blair Douglas
Over many years I  remem-
ber being disappointed dur-
ing holidays in the islands 
when concerts featured art-
ists I could hear throughout 
the year in the city. 

 I am now therefore  de-
lighted to inform you of a re-
versal of this as Blair Doug-
las, from the Isle of Skye, 
will play in Oran Mor on 
Saturday July 18 at 7.30pm.  
Blair, the Scottish Tradition-
al Awards 2008 Composer 
of the Year, is one our most 
talented musicians and this 
is indeed a rare treat for a 
Glasgow audience.  To book 

Gaelic/music
drama
The recent drama/music 
production as part of the 
West End Festival attracted 
a good audience to the Col-
lege of Piping which proved 
to be an ideal venue.

New Gaelic group Tog-I, 
Artair Donald, David Walk-
er, Melissa  Deans and Ru-
airidh MacIver, were in ex-
cellent form and the evening 
also included stand-up co-
mediennes Corina MacLeod 

-

Maeve MacKinnon.

Feature film
Gaelforecasting are current-

in Gaelic for a major feature 

play a tribe of Celts from an-
cient times.

The location of the auditions 
will be agreed once it is 
decided where most people 
can be gathered.  More 
information is available from 
info@gaelforecasting.com

Congratulations
Double congratulations are 
due to Marina Graham from 
Kilmuir on the Isle of Skye 
who celebrated her promo-
tion to the post of depute 
head teacher in Condorrat 
Primary School, with respon-
sibility for the Gaelic Medi-
um Unit, by getting married 
to Andrew MacLeod, from 
Uig on the Isle of Lewis.

I am sure all their friends in 
Glasgow and the islands will 
join with me in wishing them 
a happy future together.

Dates for Diary
Friday 10 July  Daimh 
and Genticorum (Quebec 

7.30pm
Saturday 11 July  Edinburgh 
Argyll Association ceilidh, 
St John’s Episcopal Church 
Hall, Lothian Road, 7.30pm
Friday 17 July Piping Times 

-
ing College, Otago Street, 
7.30pm (John Patrick v Niall 

Saturday 18 July Blair Doug-
las, Oran Mor at 7.30pm (see 

Pub Scene
Music in the Islay Inn this 
weekend will be provided by 
Eriskay Lilt on Friday and 
the Jakes on Saturday while 
in the Park Bar it will be the 
Burns Brothers on Friday, 
Eriskay Lilt on Saturday 
and Sunday still to be con-

More manpower 
for the police 
but not for rural 
areas

Time for a steady nerve
as recession bites 
JUST like the worth of stock market investments, the value 
of property can go down as well as up – as Edinburgh-based 
Kilmartin Ashford has found out to its cost in Fort William 

units on the former McTavish’s Kitchens and Grand Hotel 
site being fully occupied. Ashford director Andrew Smith 
freely admits ‘our values have been hammered and we will 
not make any money out of this’.

project and have a ‘rental income stream’, which is good 
news for those determined to see a business recovery 
in that part of Fort William’s High Street. However, 
Ashford’s story of falling property values will undoubtedly 
be replicated around the UK, both in the commercial and 
residential sectors, and while the boom years for property 
could not go on forever it does not take much imagination 
to see how such dramatic falls in such a short time period 
could seriously damage the country’s hopes of a relatively 
quick climb out of this deep economic recession. Politicians 
and the business world must continue to be concerned about 
the domino effect of a downward spiral. At what point does 
it almost become impossible to reverse? As commentators  
have observed, one of the main underpinnings of a capitalist 

once the herd starts stampeding for the exits. But it is not all 
doom and gloom, and it never is. Human nature being as it 
is, we do ultimately continue to make relentless progress. 
History shows that, as in a stock market graph, while there 
may be troughs to counter the peaks the general trend is 
upwards – you just have to hold your nerve and remain 
optimistic.
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What makes Tiree special 
for you?
Tiree is where I come from 
and it is always where I 
would call home.

Even now that I no longer 
live there, I don’t think I 
would ever have a similar 
bond to anywhere else.  Your 
culture, your background, 
your family background 
and your upbringing are far 
more collectively relevant 
to where you call home than 
simply where you happen 
to be living at any given 
time in your life.  In this 
ever shrinking world where 
humanity is becoming 
increasingly interlinked and 
standardised, I feel very 
lucky to have been born and 
brought up in a place and 
in a culture that still has a 

How would you describe 
the island to someone who 
has never been there?
Where do you start – well 
here’s some bullet point 
answers to the most 
frequently asked questions: 

single track roads, fertile 
ground, population around 
700, busy in the summer, 
quiet in the winter, two pubs, 
agriculture-based economy, 

industry, windy, sunny, 
clean, safe, plane service 
from Glasgow and Oban, 
ferry service from Oban, 
one school, great for a wild 
night out, fantastic place to 
go on holiday, great place 
to live, lots of music, great 
butcher’s shop, fairly high 
property prices compared 
to other islands – and the 
best place in the UK to see 
basking sharks!
Do you have a favourite 
place on the island?
Yes.  The Lean-to (pub).  
But apart from that the area 
between Skipinnish and Port 
Ban – the Ruaig Sliabh, the 
Rudha Liath, Dun a Chaolais, 
the Acarsaid, Milton and 
then all the ports on the way 
around to the Gunna Sound. 
We were always around these 
areas as children and they 
hold a lot of good memories 
for me.

My Island
Tiree

Angus MacPhail, a young musician and award-winning 
businessman who has brought the Skipinnish name to 
the forefront of traditional music in Scotland, talks to 

the Oban Times’ Stewart MacKenzie.

The view from Caolas on Tiree looking towards Mull.

How much has it changed 
since you were a child?
The biggest change in the 
past 30 years is the swinging 
population balance from 
predominantly Tirisdeach 
to predominantly non-
Tirisdeach.  This is in no 
way a criticism and holds 
no negative connotations 
towards those who have 
moved to Tiree.  But I think 
it is sad when any sector 
of the world’s population 

characteristics – 80 years 
ago if someone moved to 
Tiree their own and their 
children’s identity and 
language etc would change 

moved to. Nowadays the 
opposite happens.  A child 
can go to school speaking 

and within a few years 
speaks only English, without 
even a Tiree accent and has 
adopted the identity of his/
her non-Tiree classmates. 
With the extent of mass 
media communication that is 
part of all our lives this type 
of scenario is inevitable and 
it is certainly not unique to 
Tiree.

affected you most?
Nearly all of the positive 

people – you can have a very 
strong feeling for a place but 

who you are and what you 
do. My parents have certainly 

my life, closely followed by 
my uncle Iain (Unc).

My father died 10 years 
ago and even yet if I’m 
making a decision I’ll think 
‘I wonder what the bodach 
would do or think here’.  He 
had a penetrating wisdom, 
intellect and character that 
is very rare.  And in a way I 
still tap into that – I just wish 
more of it had passed on to 
me!

And the caileach (my 
mother) is very much a 
constant source of advice, 
wisdom, fun and a bloody 
good bollocking now and 
again!

Unc, who I work in 

partnership with Skipinnish 
Sea Tours, is an incredible 
man who has always had a 

Among the many other 

my life are Gordon Connell 
without whom I would not 
have any musical ability, 
Robert Beck who taught 
me to play the bagpipes, 
Calum MacLachlainn whose 
inspiration when I left school 
did more than anything else 
to really open up the exciting 
world of business to me.  
Andrew Stevenson – the 
Manbeast of Achnacarry 
– who has been my main 
partner in crime in most 
things for 10 years, has been 

all the adventures we get up 
to fun, exciting, and far more 

without his meanness!
And of course Nicola 

mistake of going to Staffa 
on a Skipinnish Sea Tour 
only to be corrupted by the 
skipper who thought she was 
the most beautiful passenger 
he had ever seen!
Is there a time of year when 
you just want to be there?
I really miss being in Tiree 
in the summertime.  There is 
a vibrancy about the island 
then that makes it a very 
exciting place to be – students 
are home, ‘ex-pat’ Tirisdaich 
are back on holiday, yearly 
repeat visitors arrive – so 
you are seeing friends who 
you haven’t seen since 
the previous year. And if 
you’ve been away for the 
winter it’s just great to get 
back and get the craic with 
everyone at home. There is 
an atmosphere about Tiree 
at that time of year that I 
haven’t seen anywhere else.  

The summer of 2004 is one 
that sticks out particularly. We 
had just started Skipinnish 
Sea Tours, the Skerryvore 
boys were playing in the 
pub a lot and really starting 

was good, the weather was 
good, there were loads of 
women around and the 
whole summer just felt like 
an on-going celebration! ’05 
and ’06 were similar.
Where were you born and 
what are your family ties 
with that place?
I was actually born in hospital 
in Glasgow where I spent 

life in an incubator because 
I was born two months early. 
Interestingly, one of doctors 
in charge of me was the 
piper Dr Angus MacDonald 
of Glenuig, who, along with 
his two brothers, are good 
friends all these years later. 

Both sides of my family 
tree roots go deep into Tiree’s 
past. My patronimic in Gaelic 
is Aodhnas Eachain Chaluim 
Eoghan mhic Dhomhal 
‘ic Iain, ‘ic  ghilleasbuig 
Lachlainn – Angus son of 
Hector, son of Calum son of 
Hugh, son of Donald, son of 
Iain, son of Gillesbuig son 
of Lachlan. So that’s at least 
eight generations on my 
father’s side on Tiree and the 
Skipinnish (my mother’s) 
side probably goes back just 
as far.
How would you improve 
Tiree today?
Better transport links – and 
HIE development grants for 
breeding couples!
Do you have a favourite 
building on the island?
If Skerryvore Lighthouse 
can count then yes.  It is 
spectacular in its grace, 
beauty and majesty.  To 
build something like that 
nowadays on dry land would 
be an achievement never 
mind to build it in the 1840s 
on a tiny rock 12 miles out 
in the Atlantic. For all the 
many times I have been there 
the effect of seeing it never 

lessens. Everyone should 
go! Just call….
Is there anyone famous 
from Tiree?
Yes, there have been quite 
a number over the years 
either from Tiree or of Tiree 
parentage.

Two very well known 
bards of the 1800’s both 
called John MacLean – Bard 
Thighearna Cholla and Bard 
Bhailemhairtainn – both very 

both composed many songs 
that can still be heard today; 
Donald MacKinnon, captain 
of the tea clipper Taeping 
who won the famous China 
Tea Race of 1866; the parents 
of Alastair Maclean, author 
of Ice Station Zebra and 

from Tiree; Captain Lachlan 
MacPhail of Tiree (of the 
pipe tune) who was asked 
by the British government 
to attend the funeral of ‘The 
man that never was’ (he 
was a second cousin of my 
great grandfather); Donald 
Maclean, diplomat and spy 
who infamously defected to 
Moscow with Guy Burgess in 
the 50s, was of Tiree blood; 

Alasdair Campbell, one of 

son of a Tiree man; Johnny 
MacKenzie, who still lives 
on Tiree, is a well known ex-
international footballer.
Would you return?
In theory yes I would like to 
return, but at the moment I 
think it is unlikely. 

We have too many things on 
the go that involve me having 
to be on the mainland for it 
to be practical. Skipinnish 
Ceilidh Band work is mostly 
on the mainland, Skipinnish 
Ceilidh House is in Oban, 
Skipinnish Records is based 
in Spean Bridge, Skipinnish 
Sea Tours works partly out 
of Oban and most of our 
possible plans involve doing 
things that would be very 

But things can change, 
so I certainly wouldn’t rule 
it out. I don’t like the idea 
of bringing up my children 
anywhere else but Tiree, 
but will cross that bridge if 
children arrive! 

I’ll just have to wait and 
see what the next few years 
bring.

Right: Skerryvore 
Lighthouse, 12 
miles out in the 
Atlantic. Angus 

MacPhail says the 
effect of seeing it 
perched on a tiny 
rock in the middle 

of the 
Atlantic never

 diminishes.

Left: Angus MacPhail 
on his rib  which 

is used for 
Skippinnish Sea Tours, 

one of his business 
ventures, between 

Oban and
 surrounding islands.

‘I really miss being in Tiree
in the summertime. There is
a vibrancy about the island’

John Kennedy

T A X I S
Ring and ride 
service taxi 

service, minibus 
and coach hire, 

Island tours.

01879 220 419 
Crossapol

Tiree Community 
Business

Serving the Island of 
Tiree for 20 years.

Publishers of An Tirisdeach, 
Tiree’s fortnightly paper.

Sucessful projects include: Cattle 
free area and landscaping in 
Scarinish; Children’s playpark and 
cattle free area  in Crossapol; Play 
area Balemartine; Project at Loch 
Bhasapol; Local notice boards.

Tel: 01879 220520

email: antirisdeach@tireebroadband.com

Open 7 days for snacks, 
light meals and home 
baking, carry out.

Monday - Saturday 9-9

Sunday 12-7

Using local produce from 
Tiree wherever possible

Tiree Rural Centre
Crossapol, Tiree, PA77 6UP

07771 559 962

Open for lunches 12 – 2 Tuesday – Sunday
Evening meals 6.30 onwards. Bookings only. B.Y.O.B.

Using local produce from Tiree wherever possible.
Evening menu changes daily.

The Elephants End, Kirkapol, PA77 6TW, 01879 220 694

Elephant’s End
Isle of Tiree

‘Food Pure and Simple’
We look forward to seeing you

MacLENNAN MOTORS
TIREE & OBAN

FREIGHT DELIVERY SERVICE FROM 
OBAN TO TIREE, COLL & COLONSAY
TIREE  - GARAGES AT 

PIERHEAD & CROSSAPOL – 
FUEL, COAL & GAS SUPPLIES, 

CAR REPAIRS & SHOP
CAR & BIKE HIRE – DAILY 

& WEEKLY RATES AVAILABLE

Tel: 01879220555 – tiree
01631 566275 - oban
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Those Were The Days

Canntaireachd search
The Piobaireachd Society is looking for information which may 
lead to the discovery of the ‘missing’ volume of pibroch in can-
ntaireachd form.  Colin Campbell’s two volumes of canntaireachd 
(a system of vocables depicting the notes and movements in pipe 
music) and written down around the late 1700s, are well known to 
students of pibroch.  The two volumes extant are in the National 
Library of Scotland, and along with other manuscripts were used 
in the production of the Piobaireachd Society’s large compilation 
of around 300 tunes.  The manuscript is sometimes known as the 
Netherlorn Canntaireachd because of its origins in that part of 
the country.  

The following excerpt from the Piobaireachd Society’s website 
on this subject may trigger a memory with someone regarding the 

‘Volumes 1 and 2 were discovered by chance in the house of 
Ann Campbell, Oban, in 1909. Ann was a niece of John Campbell, 
and is our last known link with the family. She never married, and 

had some volumes, it is 
possible that other fam-
ily members preserved 
the others.

3rd volume survived, 
it is in the hands of 
someone who does not 
know what it is. The 
manuscript can only 
be interpreted by a few 
people with an interest 
in the topic. Some work 
has already been done 
on the family tree of 
Colin Campbell but 
no living relatives 
have yet been traced. 
However the present 
world-wide interest 
in genealogy, plus the 
increasing amount of 
information on the in-
ternet, opens up new 

doors for widening the search for Colin Campbell’s family, and 
the lost volume.’ 

or if you think you may have a volume of canntaireachd in that 
cardboard box in the attic, please get in touch with this correspond-

by two English chauffeurs who were instructed to clear out one of 

Pipe band successes
Pipe Band have been hitting the high spots.

June 27 they added the British Championship to their victory list, 

Liddell and the members of the band, not forgetting all the others 
who help behind the scenes.  Well done to you all, and good luck 
for the remainder of the season.

ignited on the pipe band scene a number of years ago by Kintyre 

group coming on in Oban with the young people being brought on 

major, so if you know anyone who has the necessary experience 
and would be interested you can contact them at www.midargyll-
pipeband.org  

Strathclyde Police Pipe Band
not make any drastic changes as regards the status of their world 
renowned pipe band.

Readers will no doubt have heard that the chief constable and 

to deprive the band members of quite a bit of their practice time, 
and, it seems, threaten the future of the band altogether.  

As this has been widely reported in the national and piping press, 

notion that they think that this is somehow in the public interest. 
Why is it in Scotland we seem to have a determination to destroy 
something which would be the envy of many overseas, and that 

monthly fee of a public relations consultant?

Hugh MacCallum

The Piping Scene   
by Hugh MacCallum

-
est general-purpose oceanographic research vessel, 

                      Research expedition 
Weighing in at 3,000 tonnes and 80 metres in 

Science after a research expedition that took them 

out of the Atlantic towards the Norwegian Sea and 
the Arctic.

-

longest records of ocean temperature in the world. 

National Oceanographic Centre has revealed that 

-
tures we recorded this year were actually down on 
last year’s, but the trend is for steadily rising sea 
temperature in the region. This could have knock-on 
effects on the Arctic where sea temperature changes 
are some of the most dramatic on the planet.’

RRS Discovery
1901 and sailed to the Antarctic with Captains Scott 

Royal Research Ship Discovery 
visits Dunstaffnage

JANE Rose is an artist whose 
work is based to a great degree on  

just of Colonsay, where she now 
lives, but in places she visits and 
spends time in. 

Jane has found island landscapes 
and seascapes very inspirational 
and these featured prominently in 
her art until she began researching 

Her interest lies in man made 
found objects in particular and 

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215Lismore

Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling: 
01631 760293

by recycling them as her art she 
is making the point that we are 
littering the planet to death. She 
spends many a day collecting 
anything of interest on the beach 
and then taking them to her studio 
(an old hen house with wonderful 
views of the Paps of Jura), where 
she selects and arranges objects in 
frames made from wood she also 
collects. Jane brought her work to 
Lismore recently and spent a week 
in the hall meeting the locals and 
visitors who called to see it. She is 
very concerned that the art carries 
a message about mankind’s serial 
wastefulness and hopes that by 
highlighting this she will make a 
difference.

Jane Rose with her ‘recycled’ art at Lismore hall

starting this weekend, the folks at 

into the spirit with lots of riding 
and planning. 

about 20 children attend to learn 
about bikes, mechanics, cycle han-
dling skills and all cycling disci-
plines from road, mountain  bike, 

Port Mor Wheelers 
new cycle track plans

Prince Charms Ileachs 
after ‘not quite a crash’

week.

Prince Charles at the controls overshot 
the runway, after heavy braking on land-
ing, and burst the tyres.

Prince Charles showed no signs of be-
ing shaken or shocked by the accident, 
which he played down, as if he really 
did not want to spoil the day for the 
islanders.

-
pening all the time.’

The crash made the Prince half-an-
-

Royal Warrant of Approval in January.

kilt and jacket and waistcoast in the 

Gordon Highlanders’ regimental tweed, 
he toured the distillery before going to 

School.
The people of the Bowmore turned 

out in force at the school to greet the 
prince, and all the primary schools from 
the island and neighbouring Jura were 
there to cheer Prince Charles.
Julia sings for Clinton
looks of a stunning model from Crinan 
will be wooing President Clinton in 
America next month.

Julia Ryan, 24, of the Crinan Hotel 

when they attend a function commemo-

the British Embassy in Washington.
The invitation to sing for the president 

Robin Renwick, the British ambassador 
in Washington heard Julia sing at the 
infamous Carlisle Hotel in New York.

Sir Robin was spellbound by Julia’s 

voice, which her father describes as 
‘electrifying and husky’, and instead 
of staying for 20 minutes as he usually 
would, he stayed for two and a half 
hours.
New venture at 

A NEW friendly face has been greeting 
customers at the Kilmichael Glassary 

in what she admits is a completely new 
venture for her.

She and her partner came to Argyll 
around a year ago because they liked 
the area and the people.

Formerly an administration leader 
-

shall, 41, said she was not planning any 
major changes to the business.

every success and hope that customers 
enjoy the new service.’

Lochaline
Your correspondent 
is Alistair Scoular: 
01967421285

Morvern Community 
Trust
THERE was a surprisingly low 

Community Trust’s public meet-
ings which was held recently in 
Lochaline Hall.

The meeting was convened to 
discuss in brief detail how funds 
from the trust can be distributed 
to the community, but only 10 
members of the public joined the 
four trustees present.

campaign led by Highland coun-

Francis Keith to get local quarry 
and renewable energy develop-

in their operating areas and this 
campaign bore fruit in the spring 
of 2007 when the Swiss-owned 
mulit-national Holcim, through 

-
dustries, aquired Europe’s larg-
est coastal quarry at Glensanda 

and agreed to honour that com-
pany’s latter-day recognition of 
the moral, but as yet, not legally 
binding, distribution of funds to 
its local communities, in this case 

A sum of £600,000 over 10 
years will be shared with annual 
payments of £30,000 to each area, 

but this will not commence until 
blasting operations commence at 
the extended quarry on an as yet 

of this working area will increase 
Glensanda’s granite deposits from 
the present availability of 400m 
tonnes to 814m tonnes.

So at present, while the local 
trust can only set out a series of 
guidelines, a good foundation of 
plans were laid for the future with 
valid contributions from the few 
members of the public who were 
present.

The present trusteeship is chaired 

Henderson, Faith Hutchison, 

Adams, who due to another com-
mittment, was unable to attend 
the meeting.
Andrew Raven 
Memorial Weekend
SPEAKERS from many parts of 
the country with interests in rural 
and environmental development 
attended the Third Andrew Raven 

was held in Ardtornish House 
from Friday, June 18 until Sunday 
June 20.

At a public meeting on the 
Sunday morning, principal speak-

in Comrie which has a member-

-
munity artist who illustrates the 
results of her tuition with people 
in such diverse rural communities 

From the Cairngorm Trust, Will 
Boyd-Wallis emphasised the 
huge importance of having close 
connections with the land and the 

from good management of the 
vital resource.

The final speaker, before the 
meeting’s chairman Hugh Raven 
invited the audience to take part 
in a one-hour session of ques-
tions and discussion, was Kate 
Braithwaite from the Carnegie 

Cumbria who stated that in some 
-

munity has been ripped away 

and much will have to be done to 
restore it.’

however that although there 
would be contraints on future 
rural investment funding, much 
could still be done; and all agreed 
that what would radically improve 
countryside issues, is the appoint-

the governments in Holyrood and 
Westminster.

Andrew Raven OBE of Ardtor-
nish, who has oft been quoted as 
being a leading and inspirational 
environmentalist and land man-
ager, died in October 2007, aged 
46. he had been a director of the 

the Scottish Consumer Council, 
-

mission for Scotland, and numer-
ous other posts culminating in the 
award of the OBE for services to 
the environment in 2004.
Hall plans
LOCAL builder, Alinside, has 
produced a series of three dimen-
sional plans for the renovation of 
Lochaline Hall and these were 
presented at a public meeting on 

Although the notices advertising 

so it is vital that you try to attend 
this meeting to discuss propos-
als to improve and renovate the 
building’, only 10 people were 
present.

The hall management commit-

explained that development plans 
10 years ago were put on hold as it 
was than understood that Locha-
line’s new primary school would 
be a ‘community-wide’ building 
incorprating all the facilities that 
were then in the hall’s future 
plans. But as this is evidently 

-
lie of Alineside’s plans, which 
included such additional facilities 
as a disabled person’s car park and 
additional storage at the rear of the 
building, were much appreciated 
as works of technological art.

will be held in their usual venue, 
Knock Park, Lochaline on Satur-
day, July 18.

The only event not on the pro-
gramme this year are the piping 
competitions, but piping enthu-
siasts will be well catered for as 

Pipe Band will be making their 
first appearance at the games 
which herald the annual gala week 
with its many indoor and outdoor 
events in and around Lochaline, 

on Friday, July 24.

piece of land on which to build a 
North Shore cycle track. The track 
will protect the ground from wear 
and tear of using bikes on it, and 
at the same time will challenge 
the youngsters to improve their 
handling skills. Fund-raising 
and gathering support has taken 
some time, and recently Scottish 
Power Renewables has come in as 
partners to support the bike track 
project – they already support 
Scottish Cycling at national level-
– and are delighted to be on board 

to all who have helped.
Parents, friends and youngsters 

now have a busy summer holidays 
ahead, building and constructing 
the track, which will be open to 
all. For more info on club and 

Cantilena Festival 
2009 in Islay
Festival began on Sunday, open-
ing with a popular piano recital 
by Havilland Willshire. The pro-
gramme included works by Haydn 

composers will be celebrated 

held each evening at various 

climax on the last night, tomorrow 
(Friday) with what is now the or-
chestra’s traditional performance 

This Year of Homecoming is 
being celebrated in a thousand 
different ways, and Cantilena is 
extending the idea by perform-
ances of various compositions 
written by Haydn, who set more 
than 200 of Burns’ poems to music 

Scotland many times and even 
made a voyage to view Fingal’s 
Cave on Staffa before composing 
his much-loved overture of the 
same name. 

A recent addition to the festi-

House at 8pm was  ‘A Very 
Scottish Homecoming’ which 
included ‘musicke’ by early Scot-
tish composers the Earl of Kelly, 
Sir J.Clark of Penicuik, James 
Oswald, etc. plus newly commis-
sioned works by living Scottish 
composers.
Patient transport 
service on the move

-

Hospital.
The service’s new base at the 

hospital can be contacted using 
tel 01496 301031 or Fax 01496 

You can still contact PTC staff 

Tuesdays 9am-noon,  Port Char-
lotte on Wednesdays 9am-noon 
and Port Ellen on Thursdays 
9am-noon.
Islay Festival 
Association special 
general meeting
general meeting Tuesday July 21 

Kiln Square, Port Ellen. 

people attend, as it is essential that 

in order for the festival associa-
tion to continue functioning and 

Festival.

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists

Last
week’s 

solution

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD
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W
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UEE
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NYM
18

ORE

NAP
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VI

W
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ELLDONEN
21

OS
22

H

RLLNUC

L
23

UXURYO
24

UTRUN

PPPMED

Across
1 Soak grain (4)
3 Exchange

prescription here 
(8)

9 Crazy grass 
cable (7)

10 Goodbye (5)
11 On again? (5)
12 Entertainer using 

paper as a 
medium (6)

14 Washed ashore 
(6)

16 Feel sorrow (6)
19 Named (6)
21 One who goes 

beneath (5)
24 Recumbent (5)
25 Address (7)
26 Relate to mad 

bear (8)
27 Interlock (4)

Down
1 Indian prince (8)
2 Stratum (5)
4 Laugh as a 

donkey (3-3) (3-
3)

5 Have a feeling in 
response (5)

6 Stout (7)
7 Not belonging to 

oneself but to 
another (4)

8 Mexican flower 
(6)

13 Curtail (8)
15 Of small 

importance (7)
17 Spreading (6)

18 Canny (6)
20 Bar order (5)
22 Express (5)
23 Chart (4)
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Nicola and Keith MacIntyre outside Loch Awe Stores. 15_t27awe01

LOCH Awe Stores has changed 
hands – but the new owners are 
familiar faces in Lochawe village 
and Dalmally.

Nicola, from Lochawe and 
Keith MacIntyre, originally from 
Dalmally, have bought over the 
general store and the adjoining 
house, which sit in the heart of the 
village.

Nicola had been managing the 
shop for the family of Frances Baird, 
who died around 18 months ago, 
until they sorted out her affairs.

‘They gave us the opportunity 
to buy it,’ said Keith, who will be 
taking a backseat while Nicola 
runs the business as he is a partner 
with his uncle Iain MacIntyre in 
the family joinery business, A 

MacIntyre and Sons. ‘We thought 
‘why not’ because it is a good shop 
that does well and it is the centre of 
the community really,’ said Keith, 
who is also delighted to be moving 
into an old house.

The couple have been living in 
St Conan’s Road with their two 
children, Morven, aged 14, and 
Leanne, 10, and both can trace their 
ancestors back in Lochawe and 
Dalmally to more than 100 years.

and as well as general produce, gifts 
and crafts for tourists, newspapers, 
magazines and even jewellery, 
Loch Awe Stores sells the permits 

equipment too.

Nicola opens every morning at 
7am and is looking at extending the 
opening hours.

‘It is interesting meeting different 
people; it’s good craic and it is 
a really good atmosphere,’ said 
Nicola. ‘She’s perfect for the job!’ 
added Keith.

‘I started part-time work in here 
when I was 14 and still at school,’ 
said Nicola.

The local feedback is that the 
village is delighted that one of their 
own has taken over the store.

Highlands and Islands MSP Jamie 
McGrigor, who lives in Dalmally, 
said: ‘I am very pleased Keith and 
Nicola have taken over the store 
and will run it as a local asset. I am 
sure they will do a good job.’

Loch Awe shop keeps local touch

COMMUNITY company 
Atlantis Leisure in Oban has 
been held up as an example to 
other community enterprises 
in a report published on 
services in rural areas.

Atlantis Leisure director Roy 
Clunie and former chairman 
Hugh McLean were joined 
by consultant Sarah Skerratt, 
from the Scottish Agricultural 

College, in studying four 
leisure centres throughout 
the British Isles, including 
Atlantis, for the report, which 
was commissioned by the 
Carnegie Trust.

at a seminar in Atlantis 
Leisure earlier this month, 
which was attended by 
enterprise minister and Argyll 

and Bute MSP Jim Mather.
The other centres studied 
were Shannon Swimming and 
Leisure in Ireland, Clipping 
Memorial Hall, Lancashire, 
and Kilwinning Sports Club.

the seminar to see how 
successfully run community 
leisure ventures were managed 
and sustained.

Kate Braithwaite, director 
of rural programmes at the 
Carnegie Trust, said: ‘We 
see a great future for rural 
communities being their own 
managers of rural services in 
a much bigger way.’

‘We regard Atlantis Leisure 
as a successful example of 
this because it is led by a 
board of unpaid directors who 

have incredible amounts of 
energy.’

Mr McLean said: ‘All the 
directors will tell you they get 
more out of doing this than 
they put into it.

‘One of the points made at 
this seminar is that we have 
fun doing it. You have to 
enjoy because it does have its 
hard times.’ 

Atlantis Leisure held up as example to community enterprises

Barcaldine House has been renovated after two years of neglect.

BARCALDINE House 
has had many owners in 
its 300-year history but the 
country mansion’s present 
management is looking to the 
future to make the business a 
success.

For the two years preceding 
the recent takeover by Heather 
Buchanan from Melrose, the 
house, once a home of the 
Clan Campbell, gradually 
fell into disrepair and faced 
spending its 300th anniversary 
in ruin.

‘It was a brave move to re-
open the house in the middle of 

a recession,’ admitted Heather, 
the company’s director. ‘But 
we saw the potential in it.’

Greeting Heather on her 

collapsed ceilings and rotting 
interior decor, while the roof 
and chimney copings had ivy 
and trees growing from them.

Just a few months later 
Heather and her staff have a 
fully functioning hotel and 
holiday cottages, wired up with 
all the mod cons expected of 
21st century accommodation.

‘We have installed 
telephones, Freesat televisions, 

internet access, iPod docking 
stations and CD/DVD players 
in every room,’ said Heather.

But the ancient Barcaldine 
mansion’s step into the 
21st century only truly 
becomes apparent through 
its management’s grasp of 
internet marketing.

Heather said: ‘Bookings, 

control are completely 
web based. By using an 
international reservation web 
portal, Synxis, we will appear 
as a Scottish destination on 
travel agent databases in 32 
countries worldwide.

‘Our website went live 

booking from Japan, so it 
seems to be working.’

Another ace in the pack is 
in the restaurant, where head 
chef is Craig Ferguson. Along 
with his wife, restaurant and 
bar manager Susan, Craig was 
head hunted for the role. They 
aim to avoid ‘pretentious’ 
dining, instead, focusing on 
a ‘good, honest menu in an 
informal setting’. 

The chef prides himself 
on using only local produce 
on the menu and this ‘local’ 
theme can be found all over 
the mansion.

Heather explained: ‘We 
have a saying about what 
goes on the menu: If it doesn’t 
swim in the sea, walk in the 

miles from here, we’re not 
going to use it.’

In other aspects of the 
business, Pole Position in Oban 
designed the website, Purdie’s 
of Inveraray supply soaps and 
hand lotions, and the bottles of 
water are from Strathlomond, 
run by Benderloch’s Duncan 
MacKellar.

 The hotel aims to operate all 
year round, avoiding seasonal 
changeovers of its all-Scottish 
staff.

Barcaldine
House in
rebirth

WELL-known Oban 
newsagent Robbie Anderson 
has put his Stevenson Street 
business Hannah’s on the 
market.

Mr Anderson has owned 
the popular and busy news 
agency and sweet shop for the 
past 16 years, having bought 
it from Lovat MacDonald, 
an Oban businessman who 
owned a number of shops in 
the town.

The shop was originally 
an ice cream parlour before 
becoming a newsagent’s and 
the name Hannah’s came 
from one of two sisters who 
ran the shop some time ago.

The shop has been 
advertised for offers over 
£230,000 and further 
details can be found at 
daltonsbusiness.com.

Newsagent
puts shop
up for sale

Businesses’
promotion
opportunity
BUSINESSES in the west 
Highlands and islands are 
being given the chance to 
promote themselves through 
The Gaelic Rings tourism 
initiative.

Gaelic Rings was 
launched in 2007 to promote 
the language, heritage and 
culture, taking in six routes 
across the islands from Islay 
to Lewis and the mainland 
area from Kennacraig to 
Ullapool.

Now Cearcaill na Gàidhlig 
is inviting businesses of 
any category or size, like 
accommodation providers, 
cafes, outdoor centres, 
business services or even 
community centres, to take 
a free business listing on the 
website www.gaelic-rings.
com.

JAMIE McGrigor joined 
other MSPs at a meeting 
with Chinese business 
representatives and 
explained the advantages of 
investing in the Highlands 
and Islands.

The meeting was organised 
through corporate advisory 

China.
Highlands and Islands 

MSP Mr McGrigor said the 
Chinese visitors expressed 
a considerable interest in 
his region’s businesses such 
as aquaculture, renewable 
energy and tourism.

He added: ‘I would urge 
any business in my region 
that might be interested in 
foreign investment to contact 
Mahon China.’  

MSP hopes
to boost
China links

• Do you have a
business story?

Call The Oban Times
on 01631-568000

Promoting the Bangladesh Poverty Development
 Centre charity in Oban were, from left: Oban South 
and the Isles councillor Roddy McCuish, Argyll and 

Bute MSP Jim Mather, Abdul Muslim and Abdul 
Suleman Muslim from Light of India restaurant and 

SNP Westminster parliamentary candidate Mike
 MacKenzie. 07_t24ind01

AN INDIAN restaurant 
owner has been praised by  
Argyll and Bute MSP Jim 
Mather.

Mr Mather, also the 
Scottish minister for 
enterprise, energy and 
tourism, heard how Light of 
India owner Abdul Muslim 
helps hundreds of starving, 
ill and homeless people in his 
native Bangladesh, through 
his charity, Bangladesh 
Poverty Development 
Centre.

The centre is run from his 
house in Bangladesh and, 
for the past 12 years, has 
provided people with free 
medical treatment, surgery 
and medicine; an ambulance 
service; free inoculation 
and care to newborn babies 
and treatment for pregnant 
mothers.

Abdul’s charity has also 
built 120 homes in the region 

Mr Muslim, who has run 
his restaurant in Oban for 26 
years, said: ‘I raise around 
£8,000-£10,000 per year 

but these people get no help 
from their own country.

‘People are dying; they are 
begging for food but no-one 
cares, not their government 
and not even the public. 

They just let them die.’
Mr Mather said: ‘It is 

a great thing he is doing; 
maintaining contact with his 
homeland and helping people 
unable to help themselves.’

Praise for
restaurant

owner

AN ENVIRONMENTAL  initiative that originated in 
Loch Fyne and was further developed in the Western 
Isles has won a prestigious award for enhancing 
sustainability at a ceremony attended by Scottish 
minister for environment, Roseanna Cunningham 
MSP, in Edinburgh last week.

Organised by The Crown Estate, the Scottish 
Marine Aquaculture Awards recognise excellence 
in the aquaculture industry. Lighthouse Caledonia, 
the independent Scottish salmon farming company, 
scooped the ‘Stewardship’ award in recognition 
of achieving ‘single loch-single company-single 
production cycle’ status in Loch Roag in the Western 
Isles.

An important aspect of the strategy is to synchronise 
farming cycles and simultaneous fallowing of all 
sites in the loch system. To achieve this, the whole 

time in 25 years. The loch has subsequently been 
restocked for harvest in 2010.

Hard work 
Colin Ritchie, farm manager at Loch Roag, said: 

‘The award recognises the hard work and time 
involved from many people and different parties.’

‘This award will help to enhance the environmental, 
economic and social sustainability of farming in the 

marine and freshwater industries,’ said OddGeir 
Oddsen, managing director. 

The awards recognise ‘the best of the best’ in the 
Scottish aquaculture industry. Lighthouse Caledonia 
has demonstrated commitment to the highest 
standards of loch management by implementing this 
pioneering environmental initiative. This concept 
was introduced in Loch Roag following a similar 
successful initiative in Loch Fyne. 

Manager of the Year’ (Archie Galbraith and Cammy 
Gibb from Loch Fyne) and ‘Aquaculture Ambassador 

Accolade for
Lighthouse Caledonia

Fusion looks to Norway
seeking a Norwegian partner to help it break into the 
market in Norway.

Fusion Marine produces the large diameter Triton 
cage, which has already been tried and tested in 
demanding environments around the world and the 

farming. Managing director Stephen Divers said: 
‘We are looking for a partner in Norway because we 
feel that Triton has huge potential there, given its 
proven track record and robust construction.’

CALEDONIAN Maritime Assets Ltd. 

and the UK with the introduction of 

existing ferry in the UK to have its 
own green passport. Two more sister 
ships are to receive their passports 

called ‘An Inventory of Hazardous 
Materials’ (IHM) – will be with the 
ship until the end of its life. The ship 
will be reviewed by a member of the 
Lloyd’s Register Group on an annual 

is to help the ship recycling yard to 
calculate a safe and environmentally 
friendly way of decommissioning the 
ship.

Clyde and Hebrides ferry service will 
be set through the auditing process 
to ensure they achieve the green 

demonstrates the commitment for 
safeguarding the environment as 
well as complying with the new Ship 
Recycling Convention.

Guy Platten, a managing director of 
CMAL,  said: ‘The green passport is a 
great example of working with industry 
colleagues to take action now to help 
assure environmental protection.’ 

Green for go
with ferries

A GROUP of MSPs were in 

mission last month.
Members of the Scottish 

parliament’s rural affairs and 
environment committee met 
with various marine interests 
including regulators, scientists 
and conservation groups to 
discuss the proposed Marine 
(Scotland) Bill.

After a guided boat trip to 

Lismore and Loch Creran 
in the company of Scottish 
Natural Heritage staff, 
MSPs John Scott, Maureen 
Watt, Alasdair Morgan and 
Peter Peacock arrived at 
the Scottish Association for 
Marine Science (SAMS) for a 
meeting focusing on planning 
and management processes 
for activities in the marine 
environment.

The meeting was attended 
by representatives from the 

and marine tourism industries, 
conservation organisations, 
statutory bodies including 
the Crown Estate and SNH, 
representatives from Argyll 
and Bute Council and SAMS 
scientists.

The event concluded with a 
tour of the SAMS laboratory.

The restaurant at Barcaldine House is now open.
Experience our outstanding cuisine created by our
Head Chef, Craig Ferguson, boasting the very best 
in Scottish produce.  Relax in our elegant lounges or 

sit in our beautiful gardens where we serve light 
lunches and afternoon drinks, or join us in the evening

for full gourmet dinners in our dining room. 
The 1709 luxury country house hotel is surrounded 
by enchanting forests and secret gardens - a joy 

for children and adults alike.

Barcaldine House is one of Scotland’s most unique
hotels which offers charming hotel and self catering 

accommodation just 11 miles north of Oban. 

For more information and 
booking enquiries please visit our website 

www.barcaldinehouse.co.uk
or call 01631 720219

Scottish din in g a t its fin es t

LOCH AWE STORES
Pick up everything you need from your friendly local shop

Open 7 days from 7am - 5pm

Newsagents, Groceries, Off Sales, Souvenirs

Fishing permits for Lochawe and River Orchy
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West Coast
Property Guide
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Sell your property online at our new website:

FOR SALE

COMMERCIAL

INTERNAL
Loft conversions
Fitted Kitchens

Traditional Plaster work
Shop and bar fitting

EXTERNAL
New builds and Extensions Kits

Traditional PVC & Wood Windows
Storm damage
Conservatories

Please phone Barry on 01681 700632 or 07796 260600 for a competitive quote

JOINER & BUILDER
Barry Edmundson, Bunessan, Ross of Mull
Available for all types of internal and external Building and joinery work

BUILDERS FOR THE ISLE OF SKYE
All types of building work undertaken
New Builds : Extensions : Renovations
Small Works : Ramps : Garages
Septic Tanks & Drainage
Est. 1950 Quality Workmanship

MacDonald Bros. & Co.
Building Contractors & Building Supplies

Dunvegan Road, Portree, Isle of Skye IV51 9HD   
Tel: 01478 612661   Email: sales@macbros.co.uk

Island construction our speciality

Craignure
Isle of Mull
PA65 6AY
T. 01680 812475
F. 01680 812393
info@tslcontractors.co.uk

6 MacLeod Buildings
Oban
PA34 4PL
T. 01631 569991
F. 01631 569400

MacDonald Bros & Co family run business 
established since 1950.
Over the years we have been involved in many 
important and prestigious commercial and private 
building developments on the Isle of Skye. More 
recently we have completed an extension for the 
Skyskyns Tannery Business at Waternish, Isle of Skye. 
For 2009 we are working on an extension for the Skye 
Shrubs Nursery Business, particular to this design 
is an unusual roof of Seedom Grass. Our company 
have a number of residential sites available for private 
house building where the client can have a bespoke 
design to suit their own individual requirements. 
Our workforce are all quality craftsmen and have 
been with the company for over 30 years, we have 
been recognised once more for Investors In People,

company on Skye to receive this award. As well as our 
building division under the umbrella of the company 
we operate a busy builders merchant and tool hire 
department from our premises in Portree.
MacDonald Bros also support Portree High School in 
the construction skills course for the senior pupils.

Ganavan Sands Developments Ltd
Oban 01631 566479  www.ganavansands.com

Ganavan Sands 
Own a home on one of Britain’s award winning beaches

1/3 of the 
development sold

New bungalow 
designs on

plots 20 and 21 

Uninterrupted sea 
views from all 

remaining plots

Prices start 
from £385k

Show home open 
12-4pm daily

Recommended by the 
MCS Good Beach Guide – 

“Secluded with wonderful sea views 
     this is a peaceful beach destination.”

ISLAND living is not for eve-
ryone but for some of those 
who do take it up, it can be the 
life changing experience they 
have dreamed of.
A slower pace of life, being part of a com-
munity, a safer environment for bringing 
up children, a better quality of life, having 
time to breathe, a spectacular environ-
ment to live in and all your friends and 
family will want to visit you!
It can be a daunting prospect, despite 
the dream, to up sticks and move to a 
part of the world that you may never 
have been to before or have only visited 
on holiday.
And living somewhere as opposed to 
just visiting can be a wholly different ex-
perience.
For starters there is getting used to the 

Island life, depending on how far you are 

you are with boats, can revolve around 
when the next ferry will appear.
If you choose to stay on an island in win-
ter this will feature even more as weather 
and timetables change.
But with a bit of organisation – and 
sometimes help from neighbours – life 

Many businesses in the West Highland 
-

style too.
It may take a little longer to achieve what 
you want  but you can guarantee you 

be delivered or for a sofa to be retrieved 
from storage and shipped out.
The same applies to building or extend-
ed a house; from the architects to the 
joiners and the plant hirers to the paint-
ers, they all have experience of deliver-
ing their trades on the islands, be it the 

free Iona.
Building or extending your own home 
can be a rewarding experience – but on 
an island it can be beyond dreams.
There are a couple of tips to take into ac-
count before leaping headlong into such 
a venture though:
Make sure you have an architect who is 
used to dealing with the local planning 
department – they will know if you can 
get permission for your wind turbine and 

-
ing or your two-storey Modernist dream 
home or your glass fronted croft house 
to drink in the views.
Check out the local builders: they will 
know the best and cheapest way to get 
materials to your site.

out what hurdles, if any, they had to 
overcome. Other self-builders are usual-
ly more than willing to offer advice and if 
new to an island it’s a great way to meet 
and get to know people.
Of course, if you don’t want to do it all 
yourself, many developers are still build-
ing, despite the recession and can be 
willing to adapt something under con-
struction to meet your needs.

NEW HOMES – REDUCED PRICES

Available for immediate 
occupation, new Upper
Floor Main Door Flats 
with Hall, Sittingroom, 
Kitchen (integrated appli-
ances), Bathroom, 2 Bed-
rooms (1 with En-Suite 
Shower-room), electric 
heating, private parking, 
NHBC guarantee. Fixed price £122,000.

At an advanced stage of 
construction, new Semi-
Detached Houses with
Hall, Toilet, Lounge, Din-
ingroom, Kitchen, Bath-
room, 3 Bedrooms (1 with 
En-Suite Shower-room), 
electric heating, front and 
rear gardens with parking, 
NHBC guarantee. Fixed price £165,000.

At an advanced stage 
of construction, new De-
tached House with Hall,
Toilet, Lounge, Dining-
room, Kitchen, Bathroom, 
3 Bedrooms (1 with En-
Suite Shower-room), 
electric heating, front and 
rear gardens with parking, 
NHBC guarantee. Fixed price £183,000.

For all your building needs: 
Costings, Building Design, Plans drawn,
Planning/Building warrant applications.
FREE initial consultations and estimates.

01681 704059
Torbhan, Pennyghael, Isle of Mull
Tel: 01681 704054 and 07900 668466
Email: john.j.rodgers@btinternet.com

John Rodgers ACIOB

FOR SALE - SHOP UNIT
CORRAN ESPLANANDE, OBAN

A well-located Class 1 lock-up retail unit
• Busy sea-front trading position
• Approx 750 sq ft (gross)
• Sales Area, Storage, Toilet
• Offers around £90,000 invited
Entry with vacant possession Sept. 2009

Stewart Balfour & Sutherland
SOLICITORS & ESTATE AGENTS

THE PROPERTY SHOP

All our properties can be viewed on our website

www.sbslaw.co.uk

Tel: 01546 602903 

LOCHGILPHEAD
New on Market
Building Plot, Rear of Argyll Street
RARE OPPORTUNITY to purchase a building 
plot in the centre of Lochgilphead, extending to 
approximately 442 sq.m.  PP to be applied for.

THE SMIDDY, ISLE OF LISMORE
For Sale: A charming 
Detached Cottage, delightfully 
situated in the centre of the 
Island, equally well suited 
for holiday/letting or as a 
compact starter/retirement 
home. Recently fully restored 
to provide Hall, Living Room/
Kitchen, Bedroom, Shower/Wetroom, Conservatory. Double 
glazing, electric heating.  Level garden with patio and parking.  

Offers over £120,000

HOUSE PLOT, OBAN
For Sale: Delightfully situated in a sought after residential 
area, just off Benvoulin Road, this site extends to about 1/4 

details on application. Offers over £90,000

Surveyors, Forest Managers, Estate Agents, Architects and Building Surveyors. 
In so doing we are able to offer clients national coverage with local expertise.

Cnoc Mor
Ardtun, Bunessan, Isle of Mull
Modern detached villa.
Splendid T-shaped 
four bedroom 
lifestyle property 
on this popular 
and thriving 
Inner Hebridean 
Island enjoying 
spectacular open 
views.  Vestibule, 
reception hall, 
lounge, dining 
kitchen, dining room, rear porch, bedroom, 

three further bedrooms and a shower room.  Fenced 
area of garden ground, driveway, parking and a 
substantial garage/workshop. 
Offers invited, price negotiable

MacQueen Bros - Landing on the shore - 
with no roads!

Campbeltown
3 Bedroom semi-
detached house in 
quiet residential area. 
The accommodation 
comprises of kitchen/
diner, lounge, 3 
bedrooms, bathroom, 
hallway and benefits from gas central heating. 
Generous family accommodation at a very realistic 
price.

10 Argyll Street, 
Lochgilphead,

Argyll,
PA31 8LZ

Tel: 01546 603118
Tel: 07793 810749
Tel: 07799 504790
Fax: 01546 603733

17A Calton Avenue

Fixed Price: £80,000
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ACHA - Putting Tenants First.
We are on target to create homes and places across Argyll & Bute where 
people want to live.  Can you help us achieve that vision?

Salary Grade 5 (£26,179 - £29,088)  35 hours per week

The job purpose is to ensure that the Association delivers a high quality Property and 
Estate Management and Maintenance service to its tenants on the islands of Islay, Jura, 
Colonsay and Gigha.  There may be an occasional requirement for the post holder 
to travel to the mainland to attend meetings / training sessions which will involve 
overnight stays.

Based in Bowmore, the successful candidate will require to hold a professional 
qualification; be part qualified or be prepared to commence study towards a 
qualification at HNC or HND level and have a wide range of technical skills.  

The post holder must be able to establish and maintain effective working relationships 
with colleagues, beneficiary organisations and partners; provide leadership of 
project teams involving colleagues and other partners; have good written and oral 
communication skills including the ability to produce reports without a pre-determined 
framework.  

There will be limited control over a small number of budget headings.  A current 
driving licence is essential as is the requirement from time to time to travel off the 
island including overnight stays away from home.

Closing Date for Applications:  12 noon on Friday 24th July 2009
Interviews for these posts will be held in Islay on Thursday 6th August 2009. 

ACHA is committed to being an equal opportunities employer.  We value diversity in our 
workforce and welcome applications from all sectors of the community. 

All posts will be subject to an Enhanced Disclosure Scotland check.
Alternatively to our website, recruitment packs also available from  HR & Corporate Services, 

63/65 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX, Tel 01546 604095 or 
email fiona.paterson@acha.co.uk

Property Services Officer Bowmore, Isle of Islay

Due to the retirement of the current post holder we are now recruiting for a 

Senior Nurse
As a Registered Nurse, you will have experience of working in a care environment and will have 

gained skills that enable you to take charge of a busy nursing home.

As well as the ability to liase with GPs and other health professionals, you must also be able to 
organise, supervise and aid the development of the staff.

You will be required to be part of the senior management team to develop and maintain 
resident care plans and participate in quality and risk assessments. This role also requires you 
to have excellent communication skills with a strong awareness of the needs of older people.

At the Lynn of Lorne we believe that people should be looked after with the utmost dignity and 
respect and are proud of the high standards we achieve through a continuing philosophy of 

developing standards and delivering service.

Please contact Carole Buse, Manager on 01631 720278 or 
email carole.buse@arguscare.co.uk

For further information, or to request an application pack, please contact:  01631 565 062 or 
email oban.sl@enable.org.uk  (We particularly welcome applications from disabled candidates 
and make our forms available in alternative formats.)  To view and apply for all our vacancies, 
please visit www.enable.org.uk  Closing Date:  23 July 2009.
ENABLE Scotland is an equal opportunities employer.  ENABLE Scotland, Charity 
No SC009024 and company limited by guarantee Reg No 278976 Scotland.

ENABLE Scotland is a dynamic and vibrant organisation dedicated to 
improving the lives of people with learning disabilities across Scotland.

Personal Supporters Ref: B/039

Salary:  £13,836 per annum, pro rata for part time. (Full time and part time positions available)

We are looking for enthusiastic and reliable individuals to support people with learning disabilities to achieve their 
dreams and ambitions in life. Working as part of a team, you will help us to create an ordinary living environment 
enabling individuals to develop the skills they need to live as independent a life as possible and you will provide 
support in a person centred way.  
If you have good communication skills, flexible, work well as part of team and want to make a difference to someone’s 
life then we would love to hear from you.

OBAN

Sessional Workers  Ref: B/010

Salary: £6.82 per hour plus holiday pay. 
(Hours of work are flexible to meet the needs of the service)

We are also looking to recruit enthusiastic Sessional workers to provide flexible support to people with mental 
health problems or learning disabilities to be included in the community and to get the most out of their lives. If you 
would like a new challenge and are able to work at short notice this may be the ideal opportunity for you.

As an organisation, we are committed to developing all of our staff, providing an extensive training and development 
programme and career opportunities within ENABLE Scotland. We offer positive terms and conditions, including a 
contributory pension scheme.

OBAN DEPOT
We are currently seeking applications for the following 

full time vacancies based at our Oban Depot:

PCV Driver
PCV Engineer

PCV Driver training provided.
Competitive salary packages apply.

For further information please apply in writing to:
West Coast Motors, Benmhor,

Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6DN
Or Tel: 01586 552319 to request an application form 

or complete our online application at
www.westcoastmotors.co.uk

We are a young forward-looking progressive 
company that requires a freelance designer 
to work on various print related products 

Argyll PA34 4HB

G McNaughton and Son
Clerical Assistant required 
for busy plant hirer and 

contractor office
Applicant must be computer literate, 

be able to work own initiative and 
have a flexible approach
Please apply in writing to

G McNaughton and Son
Site 20 Kilmory Industrial Estate, 

Lochgilphead, PA31 8RR

Scottish Sea Farms is the UK’s leading producer of premium quality Scottish salmon. Our business is extensive; based in 
Argyll, across the West coast and throughout the Northern Isles. We are trusted to supply Britain’s most demanding retailers 
and need exceptional staff to build our business. 
We are able to offer enthusiastic, self-motivated individuals the following opportunities:

Trainee Farmer (Argyll / Mull) 
No previous experience required but you must set high standards, be hardworking, practical and willing to acquire new skills. 
Salary: £6.49p/h after satisfactory 6 month review .

Marine Farmer (Argyll / Mull)
You’ll have at least 3 years “Hands On” aquaculture experience and be able to bring proven skills in boat handling, stockmanship 
and equipment care. You may wish to change species or start afresh in a new location. Above all you will set high standards, 
want to progress to a management position and willing to improve your career through taking initiative and applying training. 
This position is salaried with additional weekend payment, bonus scheme and free occupational health support. Relocation 
support will be considered. 

Workshop Engineer / Yardsman (Oban area)
You will be a time served mechanic of at least 2 years, be multi-skilled, conscientious, innovative and hard working. The role 
will involve the management of a workshop, routine service of diesel engines, hydraulic systems, feeding and net cleaning 
equipment etc. The qualifications to undertake minor fabrication and basic electrical work would be an asset. A strong safety 
focus is essential.  This position is salaried with free occupational health support provided.
All applicants are required to have a clean drivers licence. 

To obtain an application pack, please contact Claire Scott on 01786 445521 or email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com,
indicating your position of choice. Closing Date: Friday 17th July 2009.

Marine Farming 
Career Opportunities

TO LETWANTED

For full details contact our owner team:

01756 702557  
ownerteam@scotland-cottages.co.uk

Holiday cottages

wanted!

The many benefi ts of our service include:
 Free and unrestricted owner bookings
 15% commission
 Professional, honest and local advice
 A fi rst-rate website: www.scotcot.co.uk

Wanted
Long term let 

for professional 
family moving to 

Acharacle or area.
Contact Rachel Patterson 

01229 716504 or
mob. 07776293350

email
spattys@hotmail.co.uk

North Argyll House
Care Home for the Elderly

Bealach an Righ, Oban
We have a residential vacancy for 

respite/long term care - single 
room en-suite facilities.

Contact Morag Telfer 01631 562168

2 Bedroom, 
main door Flat.

Central Oban
Fully furnished

£500 pcm + Bills

No D.S.S. 
smoking or pets

Tel: 07808092864

One Bedroom 
Flat To Let

Oban Town Centre
Furnished
No D.S.S. 

Smoking or Pets
Available 

immediately
£450 pcm + Bills
Tel: 07799858262

OBAN
To Let Beautiful 

furnished flat
Suit non smoking 

professional
With deposit and 

references
Please phone 
07881950746

BEDSIT TO LET
IN CONNEL

Bedroom/Living room
Separate bathroom 

and kitchen
£90 per week 

including C/Tax
Close to Bus stop

No D.S.S.

Tel: 07990996927

TO RENT
Fully Furnished
One bedroom 

Cottage
In the grounds of 
a private house in 

Ardrishaig.
£425 pcm + 

electricity and gas
Tel: 01546 603442

 for details

TO RENT
One bedroom ground 

floor flat 
in the quiet High St. area 

of Campbeltown.
Double glazed, gas central 

heating.
£280 pcm plus council tax 

& utilities. 
Deposit & references required. 

Sorry no DSS. 

Tel: 07866 821233.

FLAT TO RENT
TWO BEDROOM 

FLAT TO RENT 

IN SOUTH SIDE OF 

GLASGOW

Close to all amenities

Off road private 

parking

Enquiries to 

07768 631147

I would like the Oban       Fort William        Edition  (Tick appropriate)
Deliver to (Name) Mr/Ms....................................................................................
Address...............................................................................................................
.......................................................................................Postcode......................
From (If different from above).............................................................................
Address..............................................................................................................
.......................................................................................Postcode......................
I wish to pay by Cheque, payable to Wyvex Media Ltd for
I wish to pay by Credit/Debit Card. Please debit my account for £.......................
Card Number.................................................................Expiry Date...................
Start Date.........................................................Issue No.....................................
Card Verification Number (Last 3 digits on back of card).....................................
Name on card (block capitals please)..................................................................
All subscribers please Sign.................................................and Date....................

Please return to: Subscriptions Department, Wyvex Media Ltd, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, Argyll, Scotland PA34 4HB.  Tel: 01631 568000

*Subscribers should note that to keep down the cost of postage, some special supplements
may, on occasions, be excluded from the subscribers’ editions of the paper

£
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complete the form 

below, call

Subscriptions on 
01631 568000
or subscribe online at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/shop

£32.00
£55.00

£58.00
£100.00

£100.00
£175.00

6 months 1 year 2 yearsPlease tick your choice
U.K........................................
Rest of World....................

£22.00
£35.00

3 months

Advertiser
Argyllshire

Campbeltown

COURIER
Mull&Iona

THE ARRAN

Excellent opportunity for the right candidate 
working on our established portfolio of publications 

and exciting new products.
Sales experience desirable but not essential as full training will 
be given. You will be selling to a range of existing and new clients 
throughout our distribution areas.
£ Excellent Basic + Commissions on realistic targets + Bonus

Private Pension + Private Healthcare + up to 35 days holiday

Driving licence essential. 

Please apply in writing with full CV to:

ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk
or send to
P.O. Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB

west highland



S1
Stuart Alexander, Best 
In Subject – Physical 
Education (Joint Award); 
Jamie Black, Best Effort 
- Modern Studies; William 
Brett, Best Progress - 
Modern Studies; Glen 
Brown, Best Effort 
– Design & Technology; 
Josie Cameron, Best Effort 
– Mathematics;  Heather 
Campbell; Best Progress 
- Information Technology;  
Iain Campbell, Best Effort 
– Physical Education (Joint 
Award); Kirsty Campbell, 
Best  Effort – Physical 
Education (Joint Award); 
Tierney Carter, Best In 
Subject – Geography; Best 
In Subject - Religious & 
Moral Education; Best 
Progress – Music;
Christopher Clark, Best 
Progress – History, Jodie 
Dairon,  Best Progress 
– Design & Technology;  
Michael Divers, Best Effort 
– Geography, Best Effort – 
Drama; Kyle Douglas, Best 
Progress – English; Abigail 
Evans, Best Progress 
– Science, Best In Subject 
– Physical Education (Joint 
Award); Jennifer Fothergill, 
Best Effort – History; Malte 
Glud, Best Progress – Art; 
Lucy Henderson, Best In 
Subject – Modern Studies; 

Best Effort – Gaelic 
(Learners);  Amelia Inglis, 
Best In Subject – Music 
(Joint Award); Alasdair 
Jordan,  Best In Subject 
– Drama; Briony Kincaid, 
Best In Subject – Art;  Best 
In Subject – English (Joint 
Award); Best In Subject 
– French; Best In Subject – 
Mathematics (Joint Award); 
Craig Livingstone, Best 
Effort – French; Nicole 
Lopez, Best Progress 
– French (Joint Award); 
Best Effort – Music; Jordan 
Lyons, 

Best Progress, Religious 
& Moral  Education; 
Beth Macarthur, Best 
Effort – Religious & 
Moral Education; Corey 
Macdonald, Best  Progress – 
Food & Textile Technology; 
Ruby MacFadyen-Donald, 
Best Progress – Gaidhlig 
(Fluent Speakers); 
Christie Mackechnie, Best 
Progress – Drama; Anna 
Mackinnon-Garvin, Best 
In Subject – Gaidhlig 
(Fluent Speakers); Mark 
Maclennan,  S p e c i a l 
Achievement In Cooking; 

James MacPherson, Best 
In Subject – Information 
Technology; Best Progress 
– Gaelic (Learners); 
Best In Subject – Music 
(Joint Award); UK Junior 
Mathematical Challenge 

MacVicar, Best Effort – 
Gaidlhig (Fluent Speakers); 
Calum McBurnie, 
Best Progress – Physical 
Education (Joint Award); 
Connie McCreath, Best 
In Subject – Design & 
Technology; Erin Mcintyre, 
Best Progress – French 
(Joint Award); Hannah 
McPhee, Best Effort – 
Information Technology; 
Best Effort – Food And 
Textile Technology; Joshua 
Nickell, Best Effort – 
Science; Kyle Orr, Haydock 
Instrumental Prize For The 
Most Improved Player 
(Joint Award); Lauren Reid, 
Best In Subject – Gaelic 
(Learners); Emily Scott, 
Best Effort – Art; Best In 
Subject – Mathematics 
(Joint Award);
Best In Subject – Science; 
Rebekah Stephenson, 
Best Progress – Physical 
Education (Joint Award); 
Jenny Tamplin, Best 
Progress – Geography; 
Caroline Tinney, Best 
Effort – English; Gordon 

Thomson , Best In 
Subject – English (Joint 
Award); Best In Subject – 
History; Lyndsay Weetman, 
Best In Subject – Food & 
Textile Technology; Lorna 
Young, Best Progress – 
Mathematics.

Stuart Alexander 1.1, 
Kirsty Campbell 1.1, Innes 
MacQueen 1.1, Kayleigh 
Menassa 1.3, Caroline 
Tinney 1.5, Beth Maclellan 
1.6, Thomas Smith 1.6, 
Kyle Mckechnie 1.8, Murn 
Cameron 1.8, Morgan 
Maclennan 1.10,Shaun 
MacIver 1.12, N i a l l 
Morrison 1.12.
Silver Attendance 

1.2, Stephen Skinn 1.5, 
Ruby Macfadyen-Donald 
1.7, Kyle Menassa 1.7, 
Martin Sutherland 1.11.
S2
Ian Abdelli-Deshayes, 
Best In Subject – Modern 
Studies; Samantha 
Adam, Best Progress 
– Mathematics; Alasdair 
Aitken, Best Progress – 
Geography; Best In Subject 
– Physical Education (Joint 
Award); Mairi Beaton, 
Best Effort – Gaelic 
(Learners); Best Progress 
– Music; Julita Blazniak, 
Endeavour In Physical 

Education & Sport; Lauren 
Buchanan, Best In Subject – 
Mathematics (Joint Award);  
Daniel Burt, Best In Subject 
– Geography (Joint Award); 
Emma Campbell, Best 
Effort - Modern Studies; 
Alan Carmichael, Best 
Effort – English; Ben 
Carter, Best Effort – Design 
& Technology; Megan 
Cruickshanks, Support 
Department Prize (Joint 
Award); Mhairi Dempster, 
Best Progress – Design & 
Technology; Sarah Jane 
Ferguson,  Best 
Progress – Gaelic (Learners); 
Alistair Fothergill, Best In 
Subject – Mathematics (Joint 
Award); Best In Subject 
– Design & Technology; 
Anna Hayward, Best Effort 
– History; Rebecca Hill, 
Best In Subject – Music 
(Joint Award);
Ciaran Jackson, Best 
Effort – Religious & Moral 
Education; Bethany James, 
Best Effort – Music (Joint 
Award); Callum Joss, Best 
Effort – Physical Education 
(Joint Award); Beth Little, 
Best In Subject – Art; Best 
In Subject – History; Best 
In Subject – Food & Textile 
Technology; Catherine 
MacFarlane, Best In Subject 
– Music (Joint Award); 
Haydock Instrumental Prize 

For The Most Improved 
Player (Joint Award); Abbie 
Maclean, Best Progress – 
Food & Textile Technology; 
Lyndsey Maclean, Best 
Progress – Physical 
Education (Joint Award); 
Eilidh Macmillan, Best 
Effort – Gaidhlig (Fluent 
Speakers)(Joint Award); 
Craig MacNiven, Best Effort 
– Art; Grant MacNiven, 
Best Effort – Science; 
Rebekah Macpherson 
, Best In Subject – English; 
Eilidh Masterson, Best In 
Subject – Gaelic (Learners); 
Christopher McMillan , 
Best Effort – Mathematics; 
Laura McPhee, Best 
Effort – Food & Textile 
Technology Support 
Department Prize (Joint 
Award); Gemma Milliken, 
Best Progress – History; 
Ruairidh Morrison, Best 
Progress – Gaidhlig (Fluent 
Speakers); Joy Palmer, 
Best Effort – French; Best 
Effort – Geography; Lisa-
Marie Parkinson, Best 
Effort – Gaidhlig (Fluent 
Speakers)(Joint Award); 
Shannon Reynolds, Best 
In Subject – Physical 
Education (Joint Award); 
Best Progress – Science; 
Oliver Sharp, Best Effort 
– Music (Joint Award); 
Domhail-Iain Simpson 

, Best Progress – Physical 
Education (Joint Award); 
Keira Smith, Best In 
Subject – Gaidhlig (Fluent 
Speakers); Thomas Spence, 
Best Progress – English; 
Andrew Strange, Best In 
Subject – French; Best 
In Subject – Science; 
UK Junior Mathematical 

UK Junior Mathematical 

For Best In School; Ben 
Tinline-Bartholomew, Best 
In Subject – Religious & 
Moral Education; Josh 
Tinline-Bartholomew, Best 
Progress – French; Ryan 
Turner, Best Progress 
– Modern Studies;
Finn Walton, Best In 
Subject – Geography (Joint 
Award); Elizabeth Watson, 
Best Progress – Art; 
Eilidh Willis, Best Effort 
– Physical Education (Joint 
Award); Luke Young, Best  
Progress – Religious & 
Moral Education.

Anmol Arshad 2.7, Morven 
Macintyre 2.10
Silver Attendance 

2.7, James Macleod 
2.9, Fiona Macpherson 2.3, 
Brendan Mcallister 2.8, 
Christopher Mcmillan 2.6, 
Murray Peden 2.6.

18 NEWS/PUBLIC NOTICES Thursday 9 July, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

No Appointment necessary. 

Station Square, Inverness IV1 1LE 

FERGUS EWING MSP 
ADVICE SURGERIES FOR CONSTITUENTS IN JULY

Friday 17th JULY
12:30 Till 1:30pm
Community Centre,
Glenkingie Street,

CAOL

2:30pm Till 3:30pm
Highland Council 

Service Point
Lochaber House, High Street

FORT WILLIAM

DUNBARTONSHIRE AND ARGYLL & BUTE 
VALUATION JOINT BOARD

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
31 MARCH 2009

PRE-AUDIT INSPECTION
Notice is hereby given, under Regulation 5(1) of the Local 
Authority Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 1985, that 
the accounts to be audited, all books, deeds, contracts, 
bills, vouchers and receipts relating thereto and copies 

year ended 31 March 2009, duly made up, balanced 

2.00p.m. to 4.00p.m. and any person may take copies or 
extracts from the same without fee.
Any interested person may make objections to such 
Accounts or part thereof and shall transmit these objections 
and the grounds thereof in writing to the Auditors:
Grant Macrae, Director, KPMG LLP, Saltire Court, 20 
Castle Terrace, Edinburgh, EH1 2EG
And a copy thereof to:
(i) The Controller of Audit, Accounts Commission, 

18 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 2QU

(iii) To me, the undersigned, not later than 17 August 
2009.

Where a person objects to the Accounts the Auditor shall, 
if so requested by that person, afford to that person an 
opportunity of appearing before and being heard by the 
Auditor with respect to objection.

Treasurer

Garshake Road

ADVERT DATE: 9TH JULY 2009

NOTICES UNDER THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACTS

The applications for Planning Permission listed below, and Environmental Statements where appropriate, together with the plans and other 
documents submitted with them may be examined at the AREA PLANNING OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WIL-
LIAM, PH33 6XY between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and at the location where listed below during normal office hours.

Written comments (whether supporting or opposing the applications) may be made to the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING 
STANDARDS MANAGER at the address below within the period listed below from the date of publication of this notice.

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: 

Dafydd Jones, Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY

Tel: (01397) 707015 Fax: (01397) 707022    e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

09/00266 & 267/OUTLO    

Applicant Name &
Development Address

Locheil/Achnacarry Estate
Land  West of Braeside Cottage
Achdalieu
Fort William 

Proposal Description

Erection of 2 houses 
Plots 1 & 2 

Location where 
application may be 
inspected and reason for 
Advertisement

Corpach Post Office
Potential Departure from 
Development Plan (21 Days)

LOCAL AUTHORITY 
ACCOUNTS 
(SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS, 1985
Notice is hereby given that an Abstract of Accounts of Argyll & Bute 
Council for the period of 12 months to 31st March 2009 duly made up, 
balanced and signed, will be deposited in the offices of the Council at 
the following locations.
Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead; Dalriada House, 
Lochgilphead; Hill Street, Dunoon; Burnet Building, Campbeltown; Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban; Eaglesham House, Mount Pleasant Road, 
Rothesay; Jamieson Street, Bowmore; Breadalbane Street, Tobermory; 
Crossapol, Tiree (restricted hours); Scotcourt House, 45 West Princes 
Street, Helensburgh.
The Accounts will be open to Public Inspection during business hours 
from Friday 24th July 2009 until Thursday 13th August 2009 inclusive.
In terms of Section 101 of the Local Government (Scotland) Act, 1973 
as amended by Section 10 of the Rating & Valuation (Amendment) 
(Scotland) Act, 1984, any persons interested may inspect the Accounts 
to be audited and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts 
relating thereto, and make copies of all or any part of the Accounts and 
those other documents.  All enquiries relating to the access of these 
documents should be made to the Head of Strategic Finance, Council 
Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead.
Any interested persons may also object to the Accounts of the local 
authority or to any part of these Accounts by
a) sending an objection in writing, together with a statement of the 
 grounds thereof, by 13th August 2009 to the Controller of Audit, 110 
 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 4LH and to Sarah Howard, Grant 
 Thornton, 1-4 Atholl Crescent, Edinburgh, EH3 8LQ
b) sending a copy of that objection and statement to the undersigned 
 and to any relevant officer.
Any objector may request to be heard by the auditors with respect of 
that objection and any such person may so appear to be heard either 
personally or by a representative.
Sally Loudon
Chief Executive
9 July 2009

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency
Water Environment And Water Services (Scotland) Act 2003

Water Environment (Controlled Activities)(Scotland)
Regulations 2005 (‘The Regulations”)

Schedule 1 Appended To Notice Of Requirements To Advertise 
The Application For A Licence In Pursuance Of Regulation 13

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Regulation 13 of the Regulations, 

activity, namely:

Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the 

within 28 days beginning with the date of this advertisement, at the following 

A copy of the application may be inspected free of charge, at the above address, 

Written representations received within 28 days of this advertisement will be 
taken into consideration in determining the application. Any such representations 
will be placed in a public register unless the person making them requests that 
they should not be. Where such a request is made there will be included in 
the register a statement indicating that representations have been made which 
have been the subject of such a request.JIM MATHER, MSP

ADVICE SURGERIES - at 
the undernoted locations
Monday 13th July  3.00 -4.30pm
Grey Gull ARDRISHAIG

Tuesday 14th July 
3.00 -5.00pm
Council Service Point, 
BOWMORE

Thursday 16th July 
DALMALLY HALL 2.00 -3.00pm
31 Combie Street, OBAN 4.00 – 5.00pm

Monday 20th July  2.00 – 3.00pm
JURA Progressive Care Centre

Tuesday 21st July 2.00 – 4.00pm
White Hart Hotel CAMPBELTOWN

Wednesday 22nd July  2.00 – 4.00pm
Templars’ Hall TARBERT
For appointment phone (01631) 571359
Jim Mather can be contacted by letter at all times 

Goods Vehicle Operator’s Licence
WTB Group Limited of Unit 5 Th e Cobden Centre, 
Folly Brook Road, Emersons Green, Bristol BS16 
7FQ is applying to change an existing licence as 
follows.

To keep an extra 2 goods vehicles at the operating 
centre at Burdens, Units 1 & 2 Mill Lane, Lochavullin 
Road, Oban PA34 4PL.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre who believe that their 
use or enjoyment of that land would be aff ected 
should make written representations to the Traffi  c 
Commissioner at Scottish Traffi  c Area, Hillcrest 
House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 6NF 
stating their reasons within 21 days of this notice. 
Representors must at the same time send a copy 
of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A guide to 
making representations is available from the Traffi  c 
Commissioners Offi  ce.

NOTICE OF 
INTENTION TO ADOPT 
LOCAL PLAN 
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997 
ARGYLL AND BUTE LOCAL PLAN
Argyll and Bute Council have decided to adopt the above named local plan on 
or after 6th August 2009 unless, before the plan has been adopted, the Scottish 
Ministers direct that the plan shall not be adopted until further notice or shall 
not have effect unless approved by them.

Certified copies of the plan together with certified copies of the reports of 
all local inquiries held and of the Council’s statements prepared following 
the consideration of such reports have been deposited at the Council’s 
offices in Kilmory, Lochgilphead and at libraries in Oban, Campbeltown, 
Helensburgh, Dunoon and Rothesay. 

The deposited documents are available for inspection free of charge 
Monday to Friday between 09.00 and 17.00 hours at Kilmory, and at the 
libraries during their normal opening hours.  

The plan is also available on the Council website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/content/planning/developmentpolicy/localplan/

lpproposalsforadopt/

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY 
PLANNING (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be 
inspected during normal office hours at the location given below, at Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban and by logging on to the Council’s Website 
at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.   
Anyone wishing to make representations should do so in writing to 
the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, 
whichever is applicable as indicated below.  Please quote the reference 
number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 09/00891/DET
Applicant: Mr Mrs H Speed
Proposal: Alterations and extension to dwelling house
Site Address: Dungrianach Fionnphort Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA66 6BL
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Fionnphort
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 09/00810/DET
Applicant: Creran Marine
Proposal: Proposed shower/toilet block and new pontoon
Site Address: Foreshore North West Of Marine Resource Barcaldine Argyll 
And Bute
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Ledaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00880/DET
Applicant: Mr Alex Ross
Proposal: Alterations and extension to dwelling house
Site Address: Camus Beag Clachan Seil Isle Of Seil Oban Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Balvicar
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00924/DET
Applicant: Scottish Association For Marine Science
Proposal: Proposed demoltion of hostel building and replacement with 
national facility for scientific diving (NFSD) Recompression facility 
building and extension to teaching block (extension to existing building)
Site Address: Dunstaffnage Marine Research Laboratory Dunbeg Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA37 1QA
Location of Plans:  Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00936/DET
Applicant: Peter And Dawn Husemann
Proposal: Proposed alterations and extension
Site Address: The Parsonage Bonawe Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1RG
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Ledaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00938/DET
Applicant: Colin MacNiven
Proposal: Proposed erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Ardtornish Crannag A’ Mhinisteir Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4LU
Location of Plans:  Oban Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00868/DET
Applicant: Mr And Mrs Knight
Proposal: Proposed erection of dwelling house and associated shed
Site Address: The Tower Klondyke Craignure Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA65 6AY
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Craignure
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT CONTRARY TO DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN) (SCOTLAND) DIRECTION 1996
The following planning applications have been lodged for determination 
with Argyll and Bute Council and are available for inspection during 
normal working hours at the local area office/Post Office identified below 
and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 
and clicking on Online Planning Applications. The proposals contained in 
the application are considered to be a departure or potential departure 
from the Development Plan for the area concerned.
Anyone wishing to make representations about any of the applications 
identified below should do so in writing within 21 days from the date of 
publication of this notice to the Area Team Leader Development Control at the 
address below. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

•Ref No: 09/00868/DET
Applicant: Mr And Mrs Knight
Proposal: Proposed erection of dwelling house and associated shed
Site Address: The Tower Klondyke Craignure Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
PA65 6AY
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Craignure
A18 Local Plan Potential Departure from Policies RUR 1 and RUR 2 of the 
Mull Coll and Tiree Local Plan (21)

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn 
House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AR
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning 
application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public 
inspection and, under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act, will be 
copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content 
and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked 
confidential will be returned to the sender. Neither will be taken into 
account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be 
viewed on the council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

Oban High School Junior Prizegiving 2008 - 2009
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S&S Services Subaru 
Extra Special Deals

on 1.5 Imprezas
2.5 WRX, 2.0 Forester

& 3.6 Tribeca
CALL NOW FOR DETAILS

Tel: 01292 880080/880440Subaru Justy
NEW JUSTY 
TWIN/CAM
NOW 
AVAILABLE

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced 
and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502

01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

 .......................................
 ......................

 ....................
 .......................

 ..........................
........................

Motocross Bike
 ..

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh

5 John Street,
Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco

Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

PEUGEOT
Struans Peugeot

Tel : 01738 632222
www.struans.co.uk/peugeot

MAZDA
Struans Mazda

Tel : 01738 445566
www.struans.co.uk/mazda

FORD
Ben Nevis Motors
North Road,
Fort William
Tel. 01397 700110

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

FORT WILLIAM TYRE SERVICE
Not enough time in the day?

Kids screaming, work calling, shops awaiting!
HAVE YOUR TYRES FITTED BY OUR 

TOTALLY MOBILE  FULLY FITTED VAN
At your work, your home or where’s easiest.

CARS, VANS, LORRIES,TRACTORS
24hrs Breakdown Service

All major credit cards accepted
Call now for a great quote
Contact: Alec or Naomi
Mobile: 07702 433495 Tel: 01397 700277
Email: fort-tyres@hotmail.co.uk

‘That’s my boy!’ says Lynne
11-year old girl from Barcaldine meets Her Majesty the Queen
ELEVEN-year old Lynne Ma-
cLean from Barcaldine was 
given a special rosette by Her 
Majesty the Queen last week 
during a visit by Queen Eliza-
beth to the Royal Highland 
Show at Ingliston.

Lynne, a pupil at Barcaldine 
Primary School, was at Scot-
land’s premier agricultural 
event with her father Willie 
MacLean, Inverglen, and their 
prize-winning Galloway bull 
Blackcraig Kodiac.

The MacLean family were 
celebrating after the outstand-
ing black bull won the Gal-
loway breed championship at 
the show; then went on to sur-
prise his owners by being se-
lected as the event’s Supreme 
Champion, leading the Gallo-
way team to the Beef Native 
Inter-breed championship, 
the overall Beef Inter-breed 
championship and the Beef 
Pairs championship, - being 
described by senior judge Pe-

ter Donger from Northants as 
‘simply the best Galloway I 
have ever seen.’

During Friday’s Royal visit, 
Her Majesty the Queen pre-
sented Lynne with a special 
rosette to mark the occasion.

‘She was very nice,’ said 
Lynne. 

‘She asked us where we 
came from and when we told 
her she said that she knew 
exactly where that was and 
that it was a lovely part of the 

country. She was really inter-
ested in the cattle and seemed 
to know what she was talking 
about.’

No novice in the busy cattle 
show rings, this was Lynne’s 
third Royal Highland Show, 
and she helped her father get 
the award-winning six-year 
old bull ready for his many 
appearances as the events’ top 
livestock exhibit.

Elated by their success but 
exhausted after an exciting and 

eventful week, the father and 
daughter show team aimed to 
leave the national showground 
around 10 o’clock on the Sun-
day night for the long journey 
back to North Argyll.

‘Will I have a day off school 
on Monday?’ Lynne asked her 
father hopefully.

‘No,’ was the short and sim-
ple reply.

After a week in the national 
spotlight, it was quickly back 
to the old routine.

Lynne MacLean gives the Royal Highland Show Supreme Champion Blackcraig Kodiac a big hug while clinging tighly to her special rosette 17-t27rhs22

CALEDONIAN Marts 
(Stireling) Ltd sold 149 
store, breeding and Over 
30 Month cattle, plus 
741 store hoggs, breed-
ing ewes, lambs and 
feeding ewes, at Oban 
last Tuesday.

Bullocks sold to 225p 
per kilo for two 218kg 
Limousins from Drimnin 
Estate, Arisaig, and to 
£1,020 for a 570kg Lim-
ousin from Mill Farm-
house, Benderloch.

Heifers sold to 220p 
per kilo for two 264kg 
Simmentals from Ard-
fenaig, Mull and to £710 
for a 395kg Charolais 
from Feall Farm, Isle of 
Coll.

Breeding cattle sold 
to £1,100 for a Limou-
sin cross cow with calf 
at foot from Strongorm, 
Balvicar and to £1,000 
for a Limousin cow and 
calf from Soroba. A 
Shetland cow with calf 

at foot from from Car-
loonan, Inveraray sold to 
£920.

Over 30 Month cattle 
averaged 121.6p per kilo 
and sold to 136p per kilo 
twice for a 666kg from 
Tyree, Benderloch and a 
502kg from Strongorm. 
A Limousin cross from 
Tyree, Benderloch also 
sold to £920.

Cross ews with twin 
lambs at foot from 99 
Upper Borve sold to 
£104 with Mule ewes 
with single lambs from 
Balindore selling to £88 
and to £74 for Blackfac-
es with lamb at foot from 
the same home.

Cross hoggs from Fi-
art, Lismore sold to £66 
with Blackfaces from 
the same home to £56.

Suffolk ewes from 
Barcaldine Home Farm 
sold to £80, while Texels 
from Homestead, Ard-
fern fetched £70.

UNITED Auctions sold 
368 store cattle at Stir-
ling last Wednesday 
when trade for both bul-
locks and heifers rose 
slightly on the week.                 

Bullocks averaged 
169.62p (+2.04p) and 
sold to 215.7p per kg 
for a 306kg British Blue 
cross  from Craigside and 
£940 for 504kg Limou-
sin cross from Ardgate.

Heifers averaged 
167.7p (+0.05p) and 

sold to 194.1p per kg for 
a 340kg Limousin cross 
from Craigside and £900 
for a 517kg Simmental 
from Glencraigs.

Forward cattle aver-
aged 153.62p and sold to 
177.6p per kg and £1,115 
for a Simmental cross 
from Kerelaw Mains.

Cast cows averaged 
111.51p and sold to 
147.7p and £1,235 for an 
Aberdeen Angus cross 
from Craigs.

DINGWALL and High-
land Marts Ltd sold 77 
prime cattle at Dingwall 
last Tuesday.

Prime bullocks aver-
aged 174.9p (+1.0p) and 
sold to 185p per kg for 
a 570kg British Blonde 
cross from Findon 
Mains, Culbokie, to Fra-
ser Brothers Butchers, 
Dingwall, and £1,280.20 

for a 740kg Charolais 
cross from Docharty 
Farm, Dingwall.

Prime heifers aver-
aged 175.4p (-0.5p) and 
sold to 183p per kg for 
a 555kg Limousin cross 
from Bridgend Farm, 
Dingwall, and £1,110.20 
for a 610kg Charolais 
cross also from Bridgend 
Farm.

UNITED Auctions sold  2152 prime sheep 
including 1458 lambs averaging 139.3p (-
19p) and 694 ewes and rams at Stirling 
last Thursday.

Texel lambs from Kinloch sold to a top 
of 157p per kilo.

Suffolk lambs from Tullygarth and  
Texel lambs from Easter Mye sold to £70 
with Beltex from Corsehope to £61.50 
and 150p per kilo while Charollais from 
Penston sold to £57 and 141p per kilo. 
Mule lambs from St Mungoes fetched 
£55.50 and 135.5p per kilo.

Texel ewes from Easter Seat sold to £95 

Leicesters from FLeminghill £79. Muir-
park sold Cheviots to £77 while Mules 
from Achavoulig made £76 and Dyke 
sold Blackface ewes to £58.

Drimnin Limouisns 
sell to 225p per kilo 
at Oban

DINGWALL and High-
land Marts Ltd sold 60 
store cattle and 34 Over 
30 Month cattle at Din-
gwall last Wednesday 
when a mixed show on 
offer met a similar trade.

Bullocks averaged 
159.2p and sold to 177.7p 
per kg for a pair of 242kg 
Hereford crosses from 
Spittal Mains, Watten, 
and £735 for a pair of 
455kg Limousin crosses 
from Dalmagarry Farms, 
Tomatin.

Heifers averaged 
162.5p and sold to 
231.4p per kg for a pen 
of 242kg Shorthorns 
from Spittal Mains, and 
£800 twice for a 550kg 
Simmental cross from 
Fornighty Farm, Nairn, 
and a 550kg Limousin 
cross from 3 Balnabeen, 
Conon Bridge.

Young bulls aver-

aged 144.4p and sold 
to 147.8p per kg for an 
Aberdeen Angus cross 
from Ardheslaig, Strath-
carron, and £830 for a 
570kg Charolais from 
Upper Delliefure, Gran-
town on Spey.

Over 30 Month prime 
and feeding cows aver-
aged 110.4p and sold to 
132.5p per kg for a 615kg 
Belgian Blue cross from 
Flowerburn Mains, For-
trose, and £1,055 for a 
935kg Limousin from 
Kilcoy, Muir of Ord.

OTM clean bullocks 
and heifers averaged 
134.9p and sold to 142p 
per kg and £795 gross 
for a 560kg Belgian Blue 
cross from Castlecraig, 
Nigg.

Bulls sold to 85.6p per 
kg and £745 for an 870kg 
Aberdeen Angus from 1 
Craig, Achnashellach.

Herefords lead Dingwall

Prime sale at Dingwall

Store cattle trade 
continues to rise
at Stirling sale

Lamb prices 
ease at Stirling OBAN

Caledonian Marts 
(Stirling) Ltd
Bullocks
Up to 250kg £490 Drimnin.
250 - 300kg £620 Adrfenaig
410 - 450kg £670 South Ardna-
clach
551 - 600kg £1020 Mill Farm-
house
Heifers
Up to 250kg £425 Tyree and Up-
per Largie
251-300kg £580 Ardfenaig
301-350kg £600 Tyree
351-400kg £710 Feall
401 - 450kg £660 Knock
Prices per kilo 
Bullocks
Up to 250kg 225p Drimnin.
250 - 300kg 220p Upper Largie
410 - 450kg 210p Feall
551 - 600kg 177p Mill Farm-

house
Heifers
Up to 250kg 190p Tyree
251-300kg 220p Ardfenaig
301-350kg 175p Tyree and South 
Ardnaclach
351-400kg 178p Feall
401 - 450kg 148p Knock
Sheep
Ewes with lambs at foot
Cross ewes with twins: £104 - 99 
Upper Borve; Mule ewes with 
singles - £88 Balindore; Black-
face ewes with singles - £74 Bal-
indore
Hoggs
Cross - £66 Fiart; Mule £61 Bal-
lygrundle; Blackface - £56 Fiart; 
Texel - £52 Strontollier
Ewes
Suffolk - £80 Barcaldine Home 
Farm; Texel - £70 Homestead; 
Mule - £60 Balnagowan and Bal-
lygrundle; Cross - £58 Laggan

Market reports

Telephone 01567 820280

E-mail: sales@lixtoll.com  •  Web: www.lixtoll.com

Killin
Perthsire
FK21 8RB

07 (07)  DEFENDER 110 2.4 Tdci DOUBLE CAB PICK UP In Chawton white, towing, 
low miles  .................................................................................................................£12,495 + VAT
05 (55)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 HARD TOP in Belize green, ply lined, towing, 
low miles .....................................................................................................................£9,180 + VAT
05 (05)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 XS STATION WAGON in Java black, 9 seater, alloys, 
tow pack ...................................................................................................................£11,549 + VAT
05 (05) DEFENDER 130 Td5 TIPPER Rutland Red, heavy duty chassis & suspension
...................................................................................................................................£15,495 + VAT
04 (04) DEFENDER 130 Td5 TIPPER Rutland Red, heavy duty chassis & suspension 
...................................................................................................................................£14,995 + VAT
04 (04)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 HARD TOP in Rutland red, tow pack £7,250 + VAT
03 (03) DEFENDER 90 Td5 HARD TOP in Belize green, 3 seats, tow pack
......................................................................................................................................£7,250 + VAT
02 (02) DEFENDER 90 Td5 HARD TOP in Caledonian blue, tow pack, 2 seats & 
cubby box ....................................................................................................................£6,995 + VAT
01 (Y)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 HARD TOP in Silver, towing  & winch ...£4,275 + VAT
00 (X)  DEFENDER 110 Td5 HI-CAP PICK UP in Rutland red, HD rims & towing 
......................................................................................................................................£5,650 + VAT  

OVER 30 DEFENDERS NOW IN STOCK

WANTED
Farm Buckrake, 

Telephone 
01631 563665

A.A.McIntyre
Poultry

Point of lay Pullets, Kaki 
Campbell Ducks, Geese.

D. O. and grower turkeys. 
Meat chicks, cobbs and 

hubbards d/o and growers, 
also Cherry Valley Meat 

Ducks.
Poultry housing and 

equipment
Delivery all areas

Tel: 01292 591266 or 
07779311149

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING
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£350 o.n.o.

Complete with oars, 
wheels and pump.

Telephone: 
01631 563685 or 

Mob: 07749235918

AVON S250 
RUBBER DINGHY

SK 700
23FT RACING/DAYBOAT

£3250
4 wheel trailer and cradle, Owen performance sails

Mariner outboard, Spare mast and boom
many other sails

Tel: 07835 653 209 or 01866 822722

3 bedrooms
good condition

can deliver within
reasonable distance

Tel: 07881554168

WILLERBY CARAVAN
35’ X 12’

£4700

£2900 o.n.o.

PEUGEOT PARTNER ESCAPADE
1.6cc  03 Plate
48,000 miles

V.G.C. Taxed and tested 
till Nov. 09.

Telephone: 
07881737836

(Tobermory

23’6” COLVIC WATSON 
SEA-KEEPER MOTOR SAILER

£9,500 o.n.o.
1.5 BMC Thorneycroft 30HP diesel engine, four berths, 

cooker etc, new canopy, GPS, VHF, good sturdy condition, 
out of the water, 12 miles south of Oban

Full particulars: Telephone 01204 441361

MOT FAILURES, CASH PAID.

Telephone: 
07930346252  OR

01389 721278

SCRAP CARS 
WANTED

HONDA 
CR VES

£1995 For Quick Sale
1973cc, X reg, Sept 2000, blue, 117,500mls, taxed to 
Sept 09, 11mths MOT, one lady owner, fsh, excellent 

condition

Tel: 01631 720464

£350 o.n.o.

34 FT. STATIC CARAVAN
Water tight. Fair 

condition, suitable 
for building site or 

renovation. Buyer to 
remove.

Telephone: 
01866 833264

ALL 4X4’S 1990 TO 2009
Any make, model , mileage, condition  considered.

Instant cash payment. Distance no object, 
will travel.

WANTED

Telephone Stephen 07751026953.

2

LANDROVER 90 OR 110
New or old models, also Discovery, Range Rover and 

all Japanese models, Toyota etc, high miles, damaged, 
anything considered.

WANTED

Contact James 07866 590583 or 07966 293996

RENAULT SCENIC 1.5 
DCI 2004

£2600 o.n.o.
112K miles, MOT May 2010, Taxed, FSH, Towbar, Roof-

bars, Hands Free Phone Kit, AC, etc.
Usual Scenic qualities of comfort, handling and excep-

tional economy.

Tel: (Eve) 01631 710269. Mob. 07799035483

£2600

04 reg, 2litre HDi, 110bhp, taxed and MOT, 55,000 
miles, new timing belt and brakes, twin side doors, 

Peugeot running gear, very practical, 
excellent condition.

Telephone: 
07989 209388

FIAT SCUDO GTD, 
COMBO VAN

£995 o.n.o.

PEUGEOT 406GLX DIESEL
1998, Lic Sept 2009, 
MOT May 2010, One 
owner, FSH, 135000 

miles, New front tyres, 
Hands free kit, Tow bar.

Telephone: 
01631 710410

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6
5 DOOR HATCH

£1075 o.n.o.
1999 (Treg), Silver metallic, Air Con

Taxed December 2009 , MOT February 2010 
Radio / cassette, Very reliable , Very nice condition

Tel: 01546 870336

£800 o.n.o.

14FT BOAT
No engine, no trailer

Bought as seen.

Telephone: 
01583 431719

£7,000

COLVIC SEAWORKER 21FT
Fyneport

70 hp Ford engine, O/B bracket 
(O/B not included), 

2 berth, log, echosounder, canopy.
Lying Tarbert.

Telephone: 
01583 441351

£2250 o.n.o.

2001 BMW F650 CS
Excellent condition, low 

mileage,
long T & T, FBMWSH, ABS, 

heated grips, 
full set locking 

detachable panniers.

Telephone: 
07799 807073

£4995

VW GOLF GT TDI (130 BHP)
Black, 5 door, 
71,000 miles,

FSH, exellent condition.

Telephone: 
0779 857 4890

£595

VW POLO 1.9L (D)
Red, 3 door, 

73,000 miles,
tax’d, 6 months MOT.

Telephone: 
01586 552598 or 
0779 857 4890

HYUNDAI ACCENT 
1.3i

£850 o.n.o.

Y plate, 3 door, 59K miles, Taxed to end of August 2009 
Tested to Mid November 2009, Excellent starter, 

runner and condition for year, Cheap insurance, road tax 
and high MPG, Unused since professional valeting

Tel: John 01546 606521

£2400

HUNTER EUROPA 19FT 4 BERTH MINI-CRUISER

A lovely fin keel yacht on road trailer. All sails with 
spare set, roller reefing, spinnaker, recent yamaha 

4stroke 4hp outboard, vinyl upholstery, cooker, sink, 
battery,VHF, nav lights etc. Excellent order. Antifouled 

and ready to sail. 

Call 01546 602885 to view in 
Lochgilphead.

NISSAN
PRIMERA

£1400 o.n.o.
light blue, 62,000, AC, alloy wheels, 

51 reg, one years MOT, vgc
Tel: 01631 565474

£7995 o.n.o.

MAZDA 3 1.6 TAKARA  
JUNE 08, 3,000 MLS, 

METALLIC BLUE, ALLOYS, 
AIR COND. 

CD ETC.  AS NEW.

Telephone: 
07810 818 866

£550 o.n.o.

VAUXHALL COMBO VAN
V Plate 

Taxed July 09  
Mot’d March 2010.

Telephone: 
07775796980 or 
01838 200308

FORD PUMA 
1.7 COUPE

£2450 o.n.o.
metallic blue, ‘Y’ reg 2001, 67,000miles, Mot Jan2001, 

petrol, manual, ABS, traction control, A/C, very good 
condition inside and out.

Tel: 01546 870241 (before 9pm)

LEXUS IS200

£4500
52 plate, 72,000 miles
Tax September 2009 

MOT March 2010

Tel: 07719 215463

£2200 o.n.o.

PEUGEOT 206 1.4LX
Silver 42K miles

2 owners 
Taxed and MOT 
January 2010

Petrol

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 870398

Or mobile 07751415511

SUNDANCE 590RL 
MOTOR HOME

£23,000 o.n.o.
4 Berth, 2007, 11,000 miles, 6 speed gear box, 

5 door, in excellent condition

Tel: 01688 302809 or 07748 788123 
(Tobermory)

POWERCAT 525 CATAMARAN 
LENGTH 17FT

Priced at £14,500 for quick sale

Twin Yamaha 15hp four-stroke outboards. Separate fuel tanks (2) and batteries (2)
Nav. Lights, compass, VHF Radio, Furuno GPS Navigator, 

Furuno Fishfinder/Echosounder.
Ropes, Fenders and Anchor. Porta –Potti

Purpose built galvanised ‘break back’ trailer for easy launching and recovery.
An unsinkable and very safe boat

Lying ashore Lochranza, Isle of Arran
Tel: 01770 830 201 Mob 07766744414

Buyers should 
note where 

standardised
silhouettes are 
used they do 
not accurately 
represent the 

vehicle being sold

ZODIAC PRO 1147
Zodiac pro 1147 with 

snipe trailer and mercury 
30hp outboard all 2002

Telephone: 
01631 720369

£4000

ELDDIS
TYPHOON GTX 21’

Bargain £1,500
Twin Axle, Shower, Toilet
Fridge, 4 burner oven

Ready to go

Tel: 01631 566630

£3250 o.n.o.

AUDI AVANT 1.9TDI SE MODEL
One owner from new, electric sunroof, 
tow bar, storage pack, roof rack, FSH, 
48.4 mpg over 102,000 miles, MOT 
end April 2010, taxed end Oct 2009.

Telephone: 
07765471367 or 

07767775746



Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

PhotographicOrders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
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Please send/bring your order to:

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.05+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.50 per line

Box Number Fee £5.10 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.00 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.50 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.87(+VAT)

thereafter £1.87 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.10 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16 per single column centi-

metre
Public Notices:

£10.25 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.90 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.90 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.00 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

•REMOVALS & STORAGE

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

•CARAVANS

• WINDOW BLINDS
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•PLUMBING & HEATING

• PEST CONTROL

MIDGEATER IS THE ANSWER

West Highland Gas Ltd
01631 564050
Online Ordering Soon

www.westhighlandgas.co.uk

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

FREE for up to 25 words

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

(see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form 
below and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk 
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

Offers  information and 
support and refuge (if 

needed) to women and 
children (if any) who 

have been or are being 
abused by their partner/

ex partner

08702 413548

Argyll and Bute
WOMEN’S

AID

• COUNSELLING

• SOFT FURNISHINGS

Couple Counselling Argyll
Do you have a 

relationship problem?
We can help.

Call 01631 563297
www.argyllcouplecounselling.org
Telephone counselling is 

also available
Couple Counselling Argyll, 

(Formerly Relate Argyll)
the operating name of 

Argyll Couple Counselling, 
PA34 4HR
SCO23995

FARRELL’S PLANT REPAIRS LIMITED
• On Site Fitting
• Hydraulic Hoses and fittings
 supplied and fitted
• Repairs on Rams, alternators,
 injectors, injector pumps
• Repairs on Tracks Sprockets and rollers
• Under carriage parts
 supplied and fitted

• Bottom rollers and idlers
 supplied and fitted
•  Mini diggers up to 40 tons
•  All work guaranteed
•  7 days a week service
•  24 hours a day

T: 01670 736062    M: 07850 935850
Email: farrellsplant@sky.com

• PLANT REPAIRS

Jobbing, Design,
Installation

Phone Iain
MacKechnie

01631 563472/562991
Mobile 07767631511

‘God our Saviour, 
who desires all people 

to be saved
 and to come to 

the knowledge of the 
truth, 

Jesus is the truth.’

YOU ARE KNOWN 
UNTO GOD!

Visit SermonAudio.com

• GLASS BALUSTRADING

www.grillecity.com
0800 169 1604

Turnbull Alluminium and Staff Ltd 

wish The Seil Island Community Hall the 
very best for the outdoor Barbeque area 
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 COMPUTERS
AND GAMES
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 FURNITURE
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GREYHOUNDS

HEALTH AND FITNESS
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HEATING, FIRES AND
FIREPLACES

-
-

HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

-

-

HOME OFFICE
OFFICE CHAIR leather 

-

 KITCHEN
AND BATHROOM

-
en bar stools, very good 

LIVESTOCK

-

 MAIL ORDER
-
-
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home or abroad. Order on-

-

 MARINE
-

 MISCELLANEOUS
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LOG CARRIER very good 

-

 MOBILITY

 MOTORCYCLE
EQUIPMENT

 MUSICAL 
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-

 PET ACCESSORIES

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

PRINTING
AND STATIONERY

-

-

-

-

Printing and Stationery, 

WANTED

-

-
-

HAPPY 21st
KIERAN

Love from

The O’Rourke’s X

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches suita-
ble for adoption. These 
dogs are fully vaccinated 
and spayed/neutered. If 
you feel you could offer 
one of these ex-racers 
a home please contact 
Northern Division on 
01470 511705 or 

01463 235696.  The 
RGT is a registered 
charity  No 269668.   

A donation is required.  
Look forward to hear-

ing from you.

PERSONALS



22 BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS Thursday 9 July, 2009 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

THE
OBAN
TIMES

&
West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND 

ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly 

newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 

newsagents every week
Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

Deputy Editor:
Graham Crawford

Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices:
Fort William
(01397) 703003

Fax (01397) 702495
Lochgilphead
(01546) 602345

Fax (01546) 602661
Campbeltown
(01586) 554646

Fax (01586) 553006

The Oban Times

BIRTHS

DEATHS
CUMMINGS - Peacefully, 
at home, in Perth, on 
Saturday, July 4, 2009, 
Catriona (Kate) McKinnon, 
aged 79 years, formerly 
Albert Street, Tobermory, 
dearly loved daughter of 
the late Duncan and Isabella 
McKinnon, beloved wife of 
James, devoted and dearly 
loved mum of Sylvia, 
Aileen, Stuart, Gordon. 
Shirley-Anne, Michelle and 
James, a proud and loving 
granny, a much loved sister 
of the late Duncan, Neil and 
Gavin and a dear friend to 
many. Funeral service will be 
held at Perth Crematorium, 
today, Thursday, July 9, 
at 11.30am. Any enquiries 
please contact James 
Carcary Funeral Directors, 
Perth. Tel 01738 633285
GRANT - Peacefully at 
home after a short illness, 
in his 69th year, Ewen John 
Grant, a civil engineer in 
the Highlands and Islands 
for 30 years, loving and 
beloved husband of Lillias.  
A private service took place 
at Inverness Crematorium.  
Donations if desired to 
Macmillan Nurses.
HAMILL - (Fort William). 
Peacefully at Raigmore 
Hospital, Inverness, on 
Sunday, July 5, 2009, 
Samuel, aged 64 years, 
son of Christina Hamill 
(née MacLean) and the 
late Samuel Hamill. 
Dearly loved husband of 
Eleanor, loving father of 
Scott and Ross. Funeral 
service at Duncansburgh/
MacIntosh Church, Fort 
William, Saturday, July 
11, service commencing 
at 12 noon, thereafter to 
Glen Nevis Cemetery. All 
friends respectfully invited. 
Donations if desired at 
the church for Ward 7C, 
Raigmore Hospital.
MACDONALD - Peacefully 
at Cowal Hospice after a 
short illness on Tuesday, June 
30, 2009, Thomas Simon 
Macdonald, beloved husband 
to Margaret, a dearly loved 
father to Angus and Fiona, 
dear father-in-law of Mary 
and Eliot, a loving papa to 
Lorne, Nicola and Amy. 
Sadly missed by all family 
and friends. The Funeral 
Service took place on 
Tuesday, July 7, 2009, at Kirn 
Parish Church and thereafter 
to Greenock Crematorium.
McLENNAN - Peacefully 
at home, on July 3rd 2009, 
in her 73rd year, Janet 
McLennan “Nettie”, a much 

loved mum, nana, sister 
and aunt.  She will be sadly 
missed by all who knew her.
MORRISON - Peacefully, 
on July 4, 2009, at The Lorn 
and Islands District General 
Hospital, Oban, Bella, 28 
McCaig Road, Oban, mother 
of Janet, mother-in-law of 
Tommy, granny of Alex and 
Neil and great-granny of 
Jodie. Will be sadly missed.
WIDDISON - Margaret, at 
Highland Hospice, Inverness 
on July 6, 2009, beloved 
wife of Trevor and mum 
to Brian and Fiona, dear 
daughter of the late Jack and 
Belle Shearer. Funeral at St 
John’s Episcopal Church, 
Inverness at 1pm on July 

only please. Donations to 
Highland Hospice.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

HATTON - All the family of 
the late Bella Hatton would 
like to thank everyone for 
their kindness and sympathy 
following their sad loss, also 
the staff of Eader Glinn and 
Argyll and Bute Hospital, 
Lochgilphead for their care 
also Rev Bob Nelson for his 
touching service.  Thanks 
to William McClymont for 
his handling of the funeral 
arrangements.  Those who 
attended contributed £262 
for Cancer Research UK
McLAREN - Alasdair, 
Linda and Laura wish to 
extend their sincere thanks to 
everyone for their expressions 
of kindness and sympathy, 
cards, phone calls and visits 
received following the tragic 
death in Afghanistan of their 
beloved son and brother 
Robbie. Special thanks are 
extended to Reverend D.K 
Prentice CF and Reverend 
Dr R.D.M. Campbell CF (V) 
for their support throughout 
and for the funeral service. 
The family also wish to thank 
all members of the Mull and 
Iona Community, the Armed 
Forces and the Police Force, 
for their overwhelming 

thank you to D and A Munn 
and all who attended the 
church and graveside, many 
of whom travelled from all 
corners of the British Isles. 
Donations for ‘Help for 
Heroes’ over £2,000 to date.
POTTER - Ted Potter, 
together with Bill and Sylvia, 
would like to thank our good 
friends who have given us 
their loving sympathy and 
support on the death of my 
dear wife, Anne, with whose 
companionship, love and fun, 
I have been blessed for over 
63 years.  We are also very 
grateful that we were able 
to spend our last few weeks 
together at home thanks 
to our Doctors, the staff of 
Macmillan Nurses, the Marie 
Curie Foundation and the 
Integrated Care Team.  All 
these have our highest praise 
and gratitude.
REID - Following the sad loss 
of Alasdair, Ann would like to 
thank all relatives, neighbours 
and friends for their support 
and expressions of sympathy, 
for the many telephone calls 
and cards received. I would 
like to thank Dr MacLennan, 
Dr Richard Wilson, District 
Nurses, I.C.T. Team and Ann, 
from Marie Curie for all their 
care of Alasdair. Sincere 
thanks also to Rev C Knott for 
service in Oban on Wednesday 
evening and Rev Bob Nelson 
for comforting service at St 
Kilda’s Lochbuie on Thursday, 
also to Jim Corbett for 
special memories of Alasdair. 
Thank you to everyone who 
attended church services and 
those who attended at Balure 
cemetery. Thank you to Jim,  
and patience for hospitality at 
Lochbuie House afterwards, 
and to Maggie and Catherine 
for the lovely food, and to Ian 
MacInnes at D and A Munn 

funeral arrangements.Retiral 
collections for Marie Curie 
Cancer amounted to £423.51.

INTERMENT OF ASHES
WILSON - The interment of 
Margaret Wilson’s ashes,  the 
late wife of Archie Stewart, 
Lismore  will take place 
on Lismore at 12.30pm on 
Saturday, July 11, 2009 at 
the Parish Church Graveside.  
All welcome.  

IN MEMORIAM
ANDERSON - Treasured 
memories of Captain Gilbert 
Anderson (Bertie), who passed 
away on July 11, 2006.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by his wife, 
Margaret, daughter, 
Kathleen and grand-
daughter Tierney.
ANDERSON - Fond
memories of good times 
shared with my father, 
Captain Bertie Anderson, 
who passed away on July 
11, 2006 at his home 7 West 
End, Port Charlotte, Islay.
- Inserted by Cambi.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear mum, 
May, who passed away on 
July 6, 1998.
I think of you in silence
I often speak your name
But all  I have are memories
And a picture in a frame.
My heart still aches with 
sadness

For what it meant to lose 
you mum
No one will ever know.
- Your loving daughter Kay, 
Lochgoilhead.

CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of our dear gran, 
May who passed away on 
July 6, 1998.
Memories of you are fondly 
kept
Someone too special to ever 
forget
You loving grandchildren.
- Duncan and Caroline.
COUCH - Marion, July 13, 
2006.
They say there is a reason
They say that time will heal
But neither time or reason
Will change the way we 
feel
- Love Sarah.
DUNNETT - In loving 
memory of our dear parents, 
mum Isabella, who died on 
June 5, 2006, and dad Jim, 
who died on July 9, 1991.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Moira, John and family in 
Hampshire and Carol and 
family in Surrey.
MACGILLIVRAY - In 
loving memory of our dear 
dad, Alister, died July 14, 
1999 and our dear mum, 
Ena, died October 2, 1982.
Time passes, memories stay
In our thoughts every day.
- The family, Acharacle, 
Argyll.
MACKAY - In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
and grandmother Annie, 
died July 6, 1998.
Always in our thoughts.
- Donald, Ina, Anne, Peter, 
May and family, Canada. 
MACKENZIE - In loving 
memory of  John, a much 
loved husband, father and 
grandfather, who passed 
away on July 11, 2008.
Greatly missed by all.
- Loving wife Ann, son Ewen, 
wife Anne and family.
MACKINNON - In 
loving memory of our dear 
parents, mother, Mary died 
July 11, 1995, father John, 
died October 4, 1975 our 
beloved brother Donald 
John, died July 6, 1994, 
also remembering our dear 
brothers-in-law Norman 
died August 30, 1995, 
Angus, died December 24, 
2006.
Memory is a precious gift
That keeps us ever near
To those who live within 
our hearts
When they’re no longer here.
- Inserted by the family at 
West Kilbride, South Uist 
and away.
MACLEAN - Treasured 
memories of Lachie, a 
dearly loved husband who 
sadly passed away on July 
11, 2008.
Gad Chaoidh ‘S Gad 
Ionndrainn.
- Your ever loving wife 
Flora, Druimfhraoich,Tiree.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of Lachie 
Druimfhraoich, a loving 
and much loved brother, 
uncle and grand and great 
grand uncle, who sadly 
passed away on July 11, 
2008. Sorely missed.
- Mary, Christine, Charles 
and family.
MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of my dearly 
beloved son and our brother, 
Ronnie, who died July 6, 
1984.
Deep in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Inserted by Grace and 
family Tobermory and 
Orkney.
NICHOLSON - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
and granny, Mary (May) 
who passed away on July 8, 
2008.
- From all the family.
RAMON - Treasured 
memories of a devoted wife, 
gran and great-gran, Dolina, 
who passed away July 10, 
2008
If memories bring me close
We are never far apart
God has you in his keeping
I have you in my heart.
- Ian.
RAMON -  Dolina, passed 
away July 10, 2008
Not a day goes by we don’t 
think of you mum.
Neenie, we miss you so much.
- Lynda, Gordon, Louis and 
Mhairi
SMITH - Treasured 
memories of Morag, a dearly 
loved wife and mother,
who died on July 14, 2007.
No matter how our lives 
may change
No matter what we do 
We’ll never forget the 
precious years
The ones we shared with you
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Jimmy, Violet and 
Theresa.
SPREADBURY - Treasured 
memories of Charles, 
beloved husband, father and 
grand-father, taken from us 
July 11, 1992.
Forever in our hearts.
- Moira and family.
STEWART - Iain, July 12, 
2002.
Happy thoughts of times 
together
Hold memories that last 
forever.
- Love Dunriona and family.
SUTHERLAND - In loving 
memory of William Birkmyre 
(Bill), who attended Oban 
High School in the late 
1940’s before joining the 
Royal Navy and subsequently 
pursuing a civilian career 
in engineering. Died in 
London on July 11, 2008, 
aged 73 years. Remembered 
every day by wife Peg, 
children Alistair, Iona and 
William, by grandchildren 
Beth, Cameron, Heather and 
Isabella in London, and by 
brother Ken in Edinburgh.

PAYNE - FORSYTH
Matthew and Alexandra are 
proud to announce the safe 
arrival of their son Ruaig 

Alan Forsyth Payne, born in 
Stockholm on July 1, 2009, 
a brother for Campbell and 
grandson for John and Edna 

Payne and Natalie Hervir 
and Alan Forsyth. Both 
families are delighted.

MACINNES - SHAW
Neil and Donna are 

delighted to announce 
the birth of their son, 
Finlay James on June 

23, 2009 at The Princess 
Royal Maternity Hospital, 

Glasgow.  A handsome 
brother for Isla Rose.

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 12 July 2009

Trinity 5
Sea Sunday

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist ............. 10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost

(01631) 562323
Holy Spirit, Ardchattan

Holy Eucharist ..........12.15
St James, Ardbrecknish,

Cladich
Holy Eucharist ..........11.00

St Columba, Gruline, 
Mull

Holy Eucharist ..........11.00
St Columba, 

Bishop’s House, Iona
Holy Eucharist ..........08.00
Evensong ..................20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 12th July 2009
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

OBAN ELIM
Pentecostal

Church
Worship Meeting
Saturdays 6.00pm

Guide Hall
Soroba Road

Oban
01631 570485

Everybody Welcome

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday 12th July
Family Picnic at

Airds Bay House,
Taynuilt

10am
All Welcome

Telephone
01631 569632

www.lorncf.org.uk

RELIGIOUS
SOCIETY OF 

FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
LOCHABER AND LORN
MEETING FOR WORSHIP
held the Second Sunday

of each month
11 a.m. - 12 noon

Port Appin Hall
Visitors welcome

For further information
telephone 01631 730594

or 01631 330429

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

CHARITY 
DONATIONS

LINDESAY Robertson was 
born in New Zealand on 24th 
August, 1927. The family 
returned to Bragleenmore, 
Kilninver, in 1930. 

After joining the army 
in 1945, Lindesay gained 
a Cambridge engineering 
degree and an athletic Blue. 
In 1952 a serious climbing 
accident in which an ankle 
was shattered ended his 
mountaineering and his 
army career. 

In 1954 he married Kate 
Cameron, a young doctor 
who had looked after him. 
After study for the ministry 
in Glasgow, he joined the 
Iona Community. In 1959 
Lindesay and Kate went to 
Nyasaland (now Malawi), 
with their daughters, Fiona 
and Catherine. Based at 
Mulanje Mission, Lindesay 
visited villages by bicycle, 
preached in  Nyanja,  helped 
to set up village cooperatives 
and improve water supplies. 

After eight years Lindesay 
decided to work with the 
Malawi Government, 
bringing piped water to 
villages from mountains 
such as Zomba and Mulanje. 
He inspired villagers to dig 
trenches for water pipes 
and ensured that Malawians 
were trained to carry on the 
work.  After 18 years about 
two million Malawians 
had access to piped water.  
Lindesay’s work was 
admired by governments and 
aid organisations and has 
been copied in many parts of 
the world. 

In 1986, Lindesay and Kate 
returned to Bragleenmore. 
He became involved in his 
local Church at Kilninver 
and in the community. 
Water Aid enlisted him to 
do similar work in Ghana, 
much of which he did in the 
UK with occasional visits to 
Ghana. Again he made sure 
that Ghanaians were trained 
to continue the work. His 
work was recognised with 
the award of the MBE in 
1971 and the President’s 
Award for Outstanding 
Voluntary Contribution to 
Water Aid in 2002.

After several years of 
declining health, Lindesay 
died peacefully on 23rd 
June, 2009. He is survived 
by Kate and their daughters, 
Fiona and Catherine. A 
modest man, he did good by 
self discipline, hard work, 
inspiring leadership and love 
of God and neighbour. This 
was one life that brought 

Stanley Hood

Pictured are the hard-working stall holders with Rev Norman MacCallum at the end of another 
busy St John’s Cathedral Bazaar in the Corran Halls. The annual bazaar, which was once held 
in the cathedral, raised £3,700 this year for church funds. The stalls on display included books, 

07-t28baz01

Murdoch MacKenzie of Connel at the Reform-
ers’ Wall in Geneva. July 10th 2009 marks the 
500th anniversary of the birth of John Calvin.

The 500th birthday of 
the great reformer John 
Calvin, which falls on 
10th July 2009, is being 
celebrated around the 
globe.

Scotland is considerable 
due to the work of John 
Knox.

Knox and the 
Protestant reformation 
owed much of its success 
to the patronage of the 
Campbells.

Archibald, 4th Earl of 
Argyll, having supported 
the Catholic, Mary of 
Guise, and commanded 
a body of Highlanders 
at the battle of Pinkie 
on 10th September 
1547, suddenly and 
inexplicably embraced 
the Protestant faith and 
by 1557 had signed 
the Covenant against 
‘Popish abominations’. 
His son, the 5th Earl, 
joined the Lords of the 
Congregation, supported 
John Knox and with 

Lord James Stewart, 
leader of the Protestant 
party, expelled French 
troops, signed the First 
Book of Discipline, 
and destroyed ‘the 
remaining monuments 
of idolatry in the West.’ 
Thus the house of 
Argyll was conspicuous 
among the leaders of 
the Reformation, and 
had perhaps contributed 
more than any other 
family to the ultimate 
triumph of the Protestant 
religion in Scotland.

Calvin, love him or 
loathe him, was not a 
Calvinist.

He strongly 
disapproved of Knox’s 
strong-arm tactics and 
the destruction of idols. 

As Knox was arriving 
in Scotland in May 
1559, Morel the leader 
of the French Protestant 
preachers in Geneva, 
expressed to Calvin his 
fear that Knox ‘may 

madness.’ Yet, it can 
be argued, that Scottish 
education, with equality 
of opportunity for the 
children of laird and 
ploughman owes much 
to Knox. 

Above all Calvin 
brought the Bible to the 
heart of the church’s life, 
imbued the legal system 
with the idea of the ‘godly 
magistrate’, arguably 
gave rise to modernity, 
in particular modern 
capitalism and laid the 
ground of Scottish thrift 
and a prosperity oriented 
spirituality. In spite of 
appearances he was 
passionately committed 
to Christian unity and to 
freedom of conscience. 

Were he here today he 
would doubtless bring 
the words of the Bible 
and the spirit of Jesus 
to bear upon deprivation 
and poverty on the 
one hand and to MP’s 
expenses on the other. 
Murdoch MacKenzie

John Calvin…the Argyll connection

Obituary
Lindesay Henry 
Robertson
24 August, 1927 
– 23 June, 2009
Minister, Engineer, 
Community
Development
Worker

CHILDREN at Duror Church of 
Scotland Sunday School raised 
£187 to support an Indian child 
they sponsor.

The school sponsors a boy named 
Tiket, through Action Aid, and 
every year come up with various 
fundraising ideas to collect at least 
£180 to support Tiket for the year.

As well as running a baking stall, 
the children made a money chain 

of coppers, donated by members of 
the community.

Duror Sunday School teacher 
Elsa Shepton said: ‘The children 
did very well and had to work very 
quickly to make the chain because 
the midges were so bad.

‘The chain was a symbolic event, 
showing Tiket out united love for 
her. Thank you to everyone who 
gave generously.’ 

The children of Duror Sunday School at their baking stall. 

Duror Sunday School
come to aid of Indian girl

OBAN Inner Wheel held its 
AGM at the end of June when 
president Fiona Innes handed 

Christine Allen, Taynuilt, for 
the coming year.

The executive members for 
next year include: secretary, 
Ann Urwin, Kilchrenan; 
treasurer, Christine Marlow, 
Taynuilt; overseas, Ivy Smart, 
Taynuilt; club correspondent, 
Sandra Owen, Oban and 
immediate past president, 
Fiona Innes, Oban. 

The conveners are Judith 
Small, North Connel, 
Rosemary MacIntyre, 
Kilmore and Shona Neil, 
Taynuilt.

Following the meeting, 
Helen Jackson gave a DVD 
presentation of her recent trip 
to Borneo which was very 
interesting and colourful.

At the end of the month 
members will be joining other 
members from Helensburgh, 
Dunoon and Campbeltown in 
a friendship lunch in Oban.

Oban Inner 
Wheel AGM

Ostrich Syndrome (part II)
LAST month I wrote about patients 
who chose to ignore warning signs 
and medical advice and, as a result, 
suffered severe vision loss. 

This month’s topic is another 
regular event in my practice. 

Last week an elderly, well 
travelled, gentleman consulted 
me. His wife had nagged him 
into coming along for an eye 
examination. He proudly told me 
his last eye examination had been 
25 years ago in Singapore and his 
spectacles purchased then were still 

Thankfully, his eyes were 
healthy. 

His spectacles were rather 
dilapidated, the frame was held 
together with sticking plaster and 
the lenses were so badly scratched 
it was barely possible to see through 
them.

I tried to explain that as well as 
prescribing spectacles and contact 
lenses, optometrists also check the 
health of our patients’ eyes. 

Eye to Eye with John Wallace
Many eye diseases and also 

normal age related changes are 
so gradual patients frequently 
fail to realise their vision is 
deteriorating. The vast majority of 
these problems can be dealt with 
successfully if we can examine 
you at an early stage in their 
development.

Since 2006 the Scottish 
government has invested heavily 
in every optometric practice in 
Scotland. Each practice providing 
NHS eye examinations is now 
equipped with instrumentation 
that enables in-depth examination 
of the health of your eyes. 

Everyone resident in Scotland 
is entitled to a regular NHS eye 
examination funded by NHS 
Scotland.

Anyone aged 60 and over is 
entitled to an annual NHS eye 
examination.

The thinking behind these 
changes is that early detection 
means early, usually less expensive, 
treatment can be offered before a 

small problem becomes a 
big problem causing major 
vision loss.

With us all living longer 
it is incumbent on us all to 
maximise our healthy clear 
vision.

Don’t give preventable 
vision loss the chance to 
develop and spoil life. 

Make sure you have 
regular eye examinations as 
advised by your optometrist.
John Wallace BSc (Hons), 
FCOptom, DipCLP
Wallace Optometrists & 
Podiatrists
The West Highland 
Orthokeratology Clinic  
11/12 Argyll Square  
Oban    
Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.
co.uk
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Shinty
fixtures

Shinty

MacPhee and Partners 
Macaulay Cup

2nd Round
Fort William 1

Lochaber 2

Shinty

Shinty
South Division One

Kilmory 3 Lochside 2
Tayforth 4 Oban Celtic 1

Kilmory win

INVERARAY defeated 
Kyles Athletic in extra time 

This seemed to awaken the 
visitors who moved swiftly 

drilled a shot in to the corner 

Fixtures July 11
MacPhee & Partners 
Macaulay Cup 
2nd Round

Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup 
Semi Final

Lovat v Kyles Athletic   
Ron Kennedy

Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division

Fort William v Lochaber  

Kyles  v Newtonmore  

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Caberfeidh v Lochcarron  
John MacLeod
Skye v Lovat   

Jock Matheson
Marine Harvest 
South Division 1

Kilmory v Inveraray  

Oban Celtic v Lochside Rov
Robert Baxter Jnr
Marine Harvest 
North Division 2

Skye v Newtonmore  
Innes Wood 12noon
Marine Harvest 
South Division 2

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Boleskine v Aberdeen Uni  
Roddie MacLennan
Lochcarron v Lochbroom  

MacPhee & Partners 
Macaulay Cup 1st Round
Inveraray 3 Kyles Athletic 2
after extra time    
MacPhee & Partners 
Macaulay Cup 2nd Round
Fort William 1 Lochaber 2

Bullough Cup ¼ Final
Kyles  4  Inveraray 2
Scottish Hydro 
Premier Division

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1

Kinlochshiel 1 Lovat 3
Skye 0 Kilmallie 4

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1

Kilmory 3 Lochside Rov 2
Tayforth  4 Oban Celtic 1
Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Caberfeidh3Kinlochshiel 2

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2

Marine Harvest 
North Division 3
Ardnam/chanP LochcarronP

Lochaber 3 Aberdeen Uni 7

Shinty
results

Shinty

ALL THE shinty headlines 
this week are aimed towards 

were red-carded in derby 

of a derby match, was not the 

adamant that the referee’s 

the shine off what was a 

for Lochaber who knocked 

OBAN Camanachd march 

Aiden MacIntyre forced 
an excellent save from 

MacKechnie in the seventh 

when his defence failed to 
clear and Ian MacMillan 

to block a Scott MacMillan 

referee Cameron awarded a 

Once the controversy had 

an excellent effort - Andrew 

Fort William’s Bryan Simpson, centre, takes a tumble netween Lochaber’s James 
MacRae and Ben Delaney

with Fort William’s Bryan 

to take no action over the 

of Fort William’s John 

Lochaber then drew the 

With each of the six red-

receive two-match bans, this 

time in the Premier division, 
when referee Ronnie 

MacPhee and Partners 
Macaulay Cup

1st Round
Inveraray 3

Kyles Athletic 2
after extra time

Shinty

end to end with the home 

This was the story of the 

the ball over his marker and 

Extra time was called 

Lochaber knock 
Fort William out 
of Macaulay Cup

Six sent off at An Aird cup tie

MacPhee and Partners 
Macaulay Cup

2nd Round

Shinty

interval there was another 
controversial decision when 

A lofted free-hit into the 

the way and allowed the ball 

Keiran MacKay claimed 

half-time whistle Camanachd 

when Scott MacMillan sent 

MacKechnie made 

best move of the match with 
a back-hand shot that was 

Oban Camanachd’s U 17s celebrate winning the MacQuiston Cup for a third year

A HATRICK from Steven 

2 win over Lochside Rovers 

Shinty

Marine Harvest South Division Two
Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1050

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL
All you have to do

We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 

until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 

awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 

and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 

equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 

at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 

person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are: 
M Gracie, Amulree, Laurel Road, Oban and A MacLennan, Bentalla Crescent, Salen, Isle of Mull
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FRIDAY

11

12

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Expect light rain with a clear sky at night. Winds light to 

moderate and north-westerly in direction. 
Temperatures 11ºC to 17ºC

Friday
A sunny day with clear sky at night. Winds light west/

north-westerly. Temperatures 8ºC to 14ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

Outlook is good with sunny weather throughout but 
expect cloudy intervals. Winds light and easterly. 

Temperatures 10ºC to 19ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Calm

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, July 9, 2009

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm

Thur 00.58 1.3 06.49 3.6 13.11 1.1 19.09 3.8
Fri 01.34 1.3 07.23 3.6 13.44 1.1 19.43 3.8                 
Sat 02.09 1.3 07.53 3.5 14.13 1.2 20.15 3.7
Sun 02.41 1.3 08.21 3.4 14.39 1.3 20.46 3.6
Mon 03.11 1.4 08.51 3.3 15.09 1.4 21.19 3.5
Tues 03.45 1.5 09.27 3.2 15.47 1.5 21.59 3.4
Wed 04.30 1.6 10.11 3.1 16.37 1.6 22.50 3.2
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

11

ARGYLL and Bute 
Council in partnership 
with the Scottish Football 
Association will hold its 
Summer Football Festival 
at Oban High School from 
August 10-14.

festival is only £45 and 
application forms can be 
had from Oban Saints 
Football Club or Argyll and 
Bute Library HQ, Highland 
Avenue, Sandbank, Dunoon.

Each player will receive 

coaches, a t-shirt on arrival 

the festival.

All systems go for Keyline Cup on Saturday
THE 16th annual Keyline 
Cup Tournament organised 
by Oban Saints Football 
Club and sponsored by 
Keyline Builders Merchants 

Stadium and Glencruitten 
Park, Oban, this Saturday 
kicking off at 11 am.
Taking part are Scottish 

Premier League teams Heart 
of Midlothian, Dundee 
United, Hamilton Accies 
and newly promoted St 
Johnstone. Representing the 
Scottish Second Division 
will be Alloa Athletic along 
with amateur hosts Oban 
Saints.

Dundee United, last year’s 
winners, will again be taking 

the competition as will Alloa 
Athletic. Hamilton Accies 
will also be taking a strong 
squad and both Hearts and 
St Johnstone will be taking 
a mixture of youth and 

experienced players.
Dundee United manager 

Craig Levien said: ‘The 
Keyline tournament is a 
great competition. The boys 
play 150 minutes of football 
which is ideal for their 

much needed match practice 
before the season starts.’
 Tournament organiser 
David Buchanan said all 
the arrangements were 
now complete and that the 
Saints players were looking 
forward to taking on their 
professional counterparts in 
what has become one of the 
best tournaments of its kind 
in the country.

David also said he was 
going to ask Craig Levein if 
he would present the Under 
13 and Under 14 squads with 
their trophies and medals 
following their success in 
the Dumbarton Development 
League last season

Football

THERE were to be no shocks 
at this year’s West Highland 
Tennis Championships at 
Atlantis Leisure with the 
top seeds winning the Gents 
and Ladies championship 
events.

In the Gents Singles, 
Scottish number seven 
Jordan Gray did not drop a 

where he beat Alex Halsey 
6-2, 6-1.

It was a tighter affair in the 

where Scottish number four 
Kirsty McRae defeated 

ROUND Mull sailors 
experienced all weathers 
over last weekend ranging 
from windless calms, 
torrential rain, thunder and 
lightning, brilliant sunshine 
and strong winds. 

However the challenging 
conditions did not dampen 
spirits with an excellent 
event enjoyed by 41 boats.

Mastering the variety 
of weather with great 
consistency saw Bill 
Carlow’s Swan 48 Matata 
take the Class 1 win from 
Graham Anderson of Oban 
with his Hanse 371 Lucky 
Ned Pepper. 

Class 2 was won overall 
by Peter Watt’s Vaila 
from Glencoe with Brian 
Wiseman’s Sorr of Appin 
second and Billy Forteith’s 
Shadowfax third. 

Mathew Simm’s Everitt 
North 26 Odin from North 
Shields with Oban’s 
Andy Thwaites steering 
and providing the local 
knowledge took Class 3 

overall.
The Restricted sail class 

honours went to Perthshire 
sailor Neil McDonald’s 
Grand Soleil 39 Calisa.

A light wind start from 
Oban Bay on Friday saw 
competitors working hard to 

moving towards Lismore 
Light and up the Sound of 
Mull.

The light start to the 
circumnavigation was in 
sharp contrast to Saturday’s 
leg from Tobermory to 
Bunessan when the wind 
built throughout the day 
to top 30 knots near the 

Matata stormed through to 

and lift the Bunessan Hall 
Trophy for the best corrected 
time from Tobermory.

Portree sailor John 

Stoirm Mhor took Class 2 
and Matthew Simm’s North 
26, Odin Class again lifting 
Class 3.

The restricted sail Class 
4 was won by Tobermory 
based Andrew Scott with 
Sequoia.

Sunday’s race from 
Bunessan to Oban started 
with an early excellent 

Frank Lockwood’s Island. 
Some boats sat for nearly 

in the windless conditions 

line. Lucky Ned Pepper won 
Class 1 with Sorr of Appin 
taking Class 2 and Marian 
Austin’s Scintilla of the Sea 
Class 3. The restricted sail 
was won again by Calisa.

The event was not without 
drama with Richard Scott 
skipper of Jacobus receiving 

to the Bunessan community 
thanking them for providing 
the ceilidh and buffet for 
the event on Saturday night. 
In the same week as saying 
farewell to Robbie McLaren 
lost in Afghanistan, the 

Racers brave 
all elements

Sailing

a head injury on Saturday 
after the start. However after 
returning to Tobermory and 
receiving medical attention 
he was released later that 
day.

Phil Preston paid tribute 

community rallied to host 
the ceilidh which was hugely 

also thanked event supporters 
Forteith Food Service who 
provided a buffet in Oban 
Sailing Club preceding the 

race and once again sailcloth 
suppliers Dimension Polyant 
who supplied shirts for 
competitors. North West 
Marine also provided the 
main committee vessel for 
the event once again.

Scotland call-up
ShootingA SOLID performance in 

senior and junior classes at 
the Scottish Championships 
at the weekend has seen 
Oban Down the Line shooter 
Craig McFadyen receive his 

The 18-year-old has only 
been shooting competitively 
for the past two years but 

Class B and in the junior 
event at the Central Scotland 
Shooting School in Falkirk 
- good enough to qualify for 
the Scotland under-21 team.

His performance in Class 
B was so impressive that he 

a shoot-off with another 
competitor.

Craig had been leading 
the competition until the 

he entered a sudden-death 
decider.

Craig, who is going 
to study primary school 
teaching at Glasgow 
University this year, said: ‘I 
will be delighted to receive 

Internationals and British 
Championships in Powys, 
Wales, in two weeks.

‘My aim at the start of 
the season was to get into 
the under-21 team, so I am 
pleased to have achieved 
that.

‘I would like to thank Lorn 
Gun Club, of which I am a 
member, for their continued 
support.’

Craig will be one of two 

under-21 team.

Craig McFadyen

John makes up for lost time
Connel road racer John McPhee had one of his more challenging weekends on the 

race track in the Knockhill round of the Relentless British GP 125 Championship at 
the weekend. After breaking down in practice John only had one qualifying session, 

which resulted in a 25th grid position. However the youngster, who turns 15 on Tues-

Tennis championship goes to 
the form book

defending champion Jan 
Oliphant in a three set battle 
5-7, 7-6, 6-4.

Argyll
Argyll players 

also competed in the 
championship events in a 
bid to test themselves against 
high quality opposition 
from both the UK and USA 
and the Oban pairing of 
Graeme McLean and Denise 
Gemmell had a fantastic 
run to the Mixed Doubles 

impressive brother and sister 
pairing of Calum and Kirsty 
Mcrae.

The local events held in the 
run-up to the championships 
weekend attracted more 
players than ever before and 
provided an enjoyable mix 
of competitive and sociable 
tennis for local competitors.

The tournament committee 
would like to thank Atlantis 
Leisure, the many local 
businesses and Argyll and 
Bute Council for their 
continued support of the 
Championships.

Tennis

SWIMMERS are being 
urged to take part in the 
annual fundraising Kerrera 
Swim on July 18.

For the past six years, 
staff at Atlantis Leisure have 
organised the swim from 
Kerrera to Oban Sailing 
Club, raising thousands of 
pounds for local charities.

this year will be The Atlantis 
Leisure Playpark Fund, 
Argyll Beats Cardiovascular 
Disease and Argyll Riding 
for the Disabled.

Anyone wishing to take 
part can register at Atlantis 
Leisure.

CricketRECORDS fell in an 
extraordinary day of cricket 
at Taynuilt when Oban met 
Mid Argyll. 

The highest ever score by 
an Oban batsman, 106 by 
16-year-old Allan Laycock 
was swiftly followed by the 

wickets for six runs by Isaac 
Forster.

Pile
Oban continued to pile 

on the runs and eventually 
closed their innings on 191.

Mid Argyll began 

their reply in hot and 
dry conditions but at one 
stage Mid Argyll faced a 
humiliatingly low score. 

Chris Maddox and Angus 
Shackleton scored some 
useful runs for the last 
wicket but the eventual total 
of 30 saw Oban victorious 
by 161.

Oban travel to Arran on 
Sunday knowing that victory 
would see them retain their 
Argyll League title.

At times, perfect sailing conditions greeted this year’s Round Mull Race competitors.

Oban Football 
Festival

Football

Swimming

Calling all 
swimmers

Oban winners
Bowls

OBAN ladies are into the 

and Bute Competition after 
a good win against Upper 
Cowal.

ROTHESAY’S Tommy Kilpatrick won the Argyll and 
Bute Handicap Championship, one of the county’s main 
events, ahead of former Rothesay club champion Gordon 
McClean.

Tommy’s scored 76 less 13 for a nett 63 at the competition 
last weekend. 

O’Donnell.
The previous weekend Taynuilt used home advantage to 

take the Inter-club Team Trophy.
Led by Craig Stanners, who carded a gross 65, Taynuilt 

beat runners-up Cowal by three shots.

Golf
Tommy is toast of Argyll

Golf
Low scoring at Glencruitten

ON A day of low scoring at the George Smith Trophy 
second round and monthly medal at Glencruitten Golf Club 
on Saturday, Dale Robertson led the way with a 61-4=57.

Alan McKie was runner-up with 59-1=58 and John 
Plunkett was third, scoring 66-7=59.

Golf
Ingram lifts Shell Cup at Tobermory

MARGARET Ingram won the recent Tobermory Golf 
Club ladies section Shell Cup. By winning the stableford 
competition she reduced her handicap by one. 
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