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THE EXECUTIVE committee 
of Argyll and Bute Council 
is to be scrapped as part of an 
overhaul of council meetings 
under the new SNP-led admin-
istration.

The administration’s business 
will now be heard by all 36 
councillors.

Council leader Roddy McCui-
sh said: ‘The new arrangements 

agreed by the council today will 
mark an improved approach to 
democracy in decision-making 
for the people of Argyll and 
Bute.

-
mitment to work in the most 
inclusive way possible and it 
underpins one of the council’s 
key values which is to be open, 
honest, fair and inclusive.’

Argyll and Bute Council  last 
week agreed to retain the cur-
rent format of Planning Protec-
tive Services and Licensing and 
Audit Committees. 

However, area committees 
will be increased in frequency 
and community planning 
groups will be given a more 
‘local’ focus.

In addition to these bodies, 

the council agreed to establish 
a Performance Review and 
Scrutiny Committee, aimed at 
imrpoving the council’s own 
services.

Short-life working groups 
will deal with on-going council 
business, including policy. 
The administration said the 
council’s constitution will be 
strengthened to allow this.

A BENDERLOCH man got the 

a 10ft Blondie sitting in his 
garden at 3am.

Stewart Barr returned to his 
home near Tralee in the early 
hours of Sunday morning to 

Little did he know the bulky 

way to his house all the way 
from the front of the Barcaldine 
Sea Life Sanctuary, more than 
three and a half miles away. 

Thankfully, he didn’t have a 
Heart of glass and he managed 
to compose himself enough to 
call his father Peter, who imme-
diately recognised it as Blondie, 
the 10ft by 4ft mascot that 
usually advertises the entrance 
to the Sea Life Sanctuary. 

Centre manager, Craig 

Kidnapped icon’s trip, after 
having returned it to its home 
on Sunday.

‘It was certainly the most unu-
sual seal rescue we’ve carried 

out for some time,’ he said.
‘We got a phone call from 

Stewart the following morning. 
‘He was out that night so got 

a bit of a shock coming home in 
the early hours of the morning 

‘Whoever took it planned it 
well because the seal was bolted 
down – so they came prepared. 
These things are not light.’

The Tide is High
Peter Barr said: ‘I rang the 

Sanctuary and told them the 
tide must have been quite high 

the night before, because it had 
brought one of their seals up our 
drive.’

It is thought the seal was 
‘borrowed’ sometime between 
10pm on June 30 and 3am the 
following morning. The incident 
is being investigated as a theft, 
with PC Alison Simpson asking 
anyone with information to Call 
Me with any information.

Blondie the popular plastic 
pinniped is to be returned to 
it’s proper plinth as soon as 
possible.

Barbora Puckiova with Blondie, who has been returned to her rightful home after a night out at Stewart Barr’s house in Benderloch. 

Seal - without approval

Council to scrap executive committee

Brave to 
open Oban’s 
new cinema
Celebrity film stars invited to 
cinema’s first official opening

Port Ellen pier upgrade completed

AN OBAN lady recently celebrated a very 
special birthday as she reached the grand 
old age of 105.

Jean Campbell was surrounded by friends 
and family from throughout the world as 
they gathered at Lynn Court, Oban on 
Monday of this week.

Craignish
She said: ‘I don’t know what the secret of 

a long life is, everything keeps you going, 
there are interesting people and I love the 
kids.

‘For your latter years I think Lynn Court 

quite happy.’
Jean was born on June 29, 1907 at 

Craignish, south of Oban, the third of seven 
daughters. Her younger sister Betty also 
lives at Lynn Court and will be 100 later 
this year.

The family moved from Craignish to 
Achnacree, North Connel in 1914. All seven 
sisters were in the same wagon, alongside 

their legs bound.
Having settled in at Achnacree those 

sisters old enough to attend school walked 

week along the Moss Road at the foot of 
Ben Lora.

After leaving school Jean commenced 
nurse training in Burnley and had a very 
successful career before she married Bill 
Campbell in the middle of WWII whilst he 
was commissioned in the Royal Navy as a 
marine engineer.

After the war the pair spent time in the Far 
East before settling in Glasgow. 

before returning to Oban 12 years ago. Jean with her eight-month-old great grandson Flynn. 
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Jean celebrates 105 years with 
family and friends around her

Oban BIDS’ 
£840,000
town aid 
package
A PLAN to increase visitor 
numbers to Oban, last week 
backed by the council, would see 
£300,000 spent on creating and 
publicising new events.

Ambitious 
The planned spend is part of 

BID4Oban’s proposed Business 
Improvement District (BID) 
programme to invest £840,000 
in improvements to the town 

They say it is both ambitious 
and the right way of improv-
ing the town centre for every 
business – and therefore every 
resident. The group’s chairman, 

-
munity’s favour. 

He said: ‘What’s built into the 
plan is what businesses in Oban 
want to see – this is a plan to 
improve tourism and business.’

Ballots to approve the BID will 
be issued at the end of August. 
To pass, the group requires a 25 
per cent turnout, representing 
50 per cent of the area’s total 
rateable value, of which 50 per 
cent say yes. Mr MacQueen said 
recent high response rates to 
surveys – up to 86 per cent - was 
cause for optimism.

Under the plan, £190,000 will 
go towards improving the town’s 
image, from which £40,000 will 
go towards Christmas lights – 
working with town traders – and 
£60,000 will be made available 
to businesses to improve shop 
frontages, capped at £1,000 per 
frontage. New events will be 
able to apply from a £50,000 
grant fund, with £90,000 to go to 
events that extend the season.

A town piper contract, worth 
£17,000, will also be created, 
along with a £50,000 marketing 
grant.

However, BID4Oban admits 
nothing will be spent on increas-
ing parking provision in the 

years – with powers limited to 
lobbying and potentially taking 
over warden duties.

Council leader Roddy Mc-
Cuish said: ‘This is an excellent 
example of working together 
with partners and across sectors 
to realise Oban’s potential.’

CONONISH is a step closer to 
becoming Scotland’s only gold 
mine after the company devel-
oping it, Scotgold, secured a 

The deal with African invest-
ment bank RMB Resources 
means the company can progress 

decision in January next year, 
following the completion of new 
gold and silver yield estimates.

Development on the project is 
anticipated to start in March.

John Bentley, executive chair-
man of Scotgold, said: ‘This 
facility and the endorsement of 
a bank of RMB’s standing puts 
Scotgold in a position to bring 
the Cononish gold project into 
production.’

The mine is expected to be 
worth at least £80million to 
the Scottish economy and will 
generate in excess of 50 jobs for 

THE DELAYED upgrade 
work at Port Ellen pier on 
Islay has been completed.

Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd (CMAL) initially said the 
rebuilding work at the pier 
would be completed by spring 
this year but blamed bad 
weather for the delay.

When the delay was an-
nounced in March this 
year, because of high winds 

making crane work unsafe, 
Islay-based councillor Robin 
Currie described the setback 
as ‘annoying’, however he 
said the upgraded pier would 
strengthen the village’s case to 
retain its ferry service.

During the work, CMAL 
said it had been able to accom-
modate the regular berthing 
and unloading of the grain 
delivery boat at Port Ellen.

DISNEY’S latest animated 
blockbuster, Brave, will open 
the new Oban Phoenix Cinema 
next month – and one of its stars 
could be in attendance.

The social enterprise behind 
the redevelopment of the George 
Street picture house received 

August 3, with patron and Brave 
star Robbie Coltrane invited to 

screening. 
The perfect film 

The opening coincides with 

in Scotland and cinema chief 
executive, Fee Shaw, believes 
Brave is more than apt given the 
story of the Phoenix Cinema’s 
rise from the ashes.

Speaking on the second 
anniversary of the Highland 
Theatre’s closure, she said: ‘It 

cinema. When I heard it was 
coming out on the same day we 
were opening, I couldn’t believe 
our luck.

character, is stubborn, but deter-
mined and enthusiastic.  

‘It’s about people saying this is 
what we want and we will get it.

‘It’s exactly the same determi-
nation shown in the community 
to get the cinema open again.  
There is such an enthusiasm 
around the cinema and nobody 
gave up on it.’

-
tractually obliged to dominate 
the bill for two weeks. 

Afterwards, the cinema will 
move on to its more typical 
varied showings.  

screenings a day, with three on 
Fridays and four on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Extra showings 
may be held midweek, depend-
ing on demand.

Fee said: ‘After Brave, we’ll be 

Some will be new releases, but 
there will also be a chance to see 
some of the classics or recently 

to Oban via the Screen Machine, 
such as Angel’s Share.’

The cinema will initially open 
the main auditorium, with plans 
still in development for the 
smaller, 20-seat screen room. 

Meanwhile, Aggregate Indus-
tries this week sent a team to the 
cinema from their Glensanda 
super quarry to help with inte-
rior work ahead of the big day, 
with a team from Scottish and 
Southern Energy (SSE) to work 
on the exterior next week.

The cinema is still looking for 
additional volunteers to help run 
the cinema once open. To put 
yourself forward, contact Isla 
MacColl on 07557 905 414 or 
lalacoll@hotmail.co.uk.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEVEN FLANAGAN

co.uk

Tyndrum gold 
mine receives 
funding boost
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AN SIN BIDH CRATHADH LÀMHAN ann is bilean blàth toirt 
phòg..” 

Cha robh pògan aig a’ choinneachadh ann am Beul Feirste, cho 
fad ‘s is aithne dhuinn, ach abair gun d’ fhuair an crathadh-làimhe 
eadar a’ Bhanrigh agus Màrtainn MacAonghais aire mheadhanan 
an t-saoghail! Agus nach math an comharradh air sìobhaltachd 
gun robh a’ mhòr-chuid uasal às na thachair. Gun teagamh, bha 
mòran eachdraidh na dhuilgheadas air an dà thaobh an seo, 
ach bha cuideachd gliocas a bha ag aithneachadh gum feum 
cùisean gluasad air adhart agus gum bheil buaidh shònraichte 
aig samhlaidhean aig amannan den t-seòrsa. Mar a bha riamh 
fìor, bha gach taobh ciontach à fìor olc an aghaidh a chèile aig 
àm air choreigin agus ged nach leigear a leas eachdraidh a chur 
à cuimhne gu tur, chan fhaodar a bharrachd leigeil leis a bhith 
na chnap-starra a tha gu bhith a’ bacadh slighe a dh’ionnsaigh 
adhartais agus sìth. Bhiodh e faoin co-dhùnadh gun do chuir a’ 
choinneamh eadar a’ Bhanrigh agus MacAonghais cùisean ceart 
ann an Èirinn a Tuath, ach gun teagamh chuir seo ris an seòrsa 
leigheis phoilitigeach a dh’fheumas tachairt.

Mar a bhiodh dùil, bha uamhas deasbaid ri chluinntinn ‘s ri 
leughadh air toiseach air a’ choinneachadh seo agus bha cuid 
dheth a bha ciallach! Bha cuid eile gun toinisg agus tha e draghail 
a bhith a’ cluinntinn dhaoine le inbhe glaiste ann am beachdan 
cho dùinte agus cho cumhang. Saoilidh mise gum feum gach 
taobh ciont eachdraidheil aideachadh agus maitheanas a shireadh 
ma tha adhartas gu bhith ann agus saoilidh mi gun d’ rinneadh 
seo le ealantas nuair a rug Ealasaid air làimh air Màrtainn.

Chan eil cinnt sam bith mu eachdraidh crathadh-làimhe oir tha 
e dol air ais iomadh linn, ach ‘s e aon mhìneachadh gum bheil e na 
dhearbhadh dha gach taobh nach eil ionnsaigh dol ga dhèanamh. 
Tha iomadh facal sgrìobhte mun chuspair agus a liuthad beachd 
air slàinteachas is mar sin air adhart an lùib a’ chleachdaidh, 
ach tha e stèidhichte ann an dualchas na dùthcha seo.  Ann an 
cuid de dhùthchannan eile na Roinn Eòrpa ‘s e pòg air  gach 
lethcheann an cleachdadh agus smaoinichibh air cho doirbh ‘s a 
bhiodh co-dhùnadh na Banrigh nam b’ e sin an roghainn a bha 
gu bhith roimhpe aig a’ choinneachadh le MacAonghais!  

IT IS IMMENSELY ENCOURAGING that the majority have 
welcomed the historic symbolic handshake between the Queen 
and the deputy leader of the Northern Ireland Assembly. Failure 
to acknowledge an elected political leader would have been 
seriously embarrassing but the historic chasm of armed strug-
gle could not be forgotten. Pragmatism prevailed and while the 
crimes committed by both sides will certainly not be forgotten 
the handshake signals a willingness to move forward towards 
political solutions and peace.

The handshake is a multi-functional device conveying mes-
sages ranging from warmth and welcome to cold parting.  And 
how much easier for the Queen than a French two-cheek kiss or 
an American air-kiss!    

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell )  
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

WORK IS progressing on a 
light industrial park for the Isle 
of Mull, according to the Mull 
and Iona Community Trust 
(MICT).

The idea was started many 
years ago by an islander who 
was served an enforcement 
notice by the council for storing 
too much in his garden.

A site for the park has been 
proposed just north of To-

bermory, with the land being 
offered by the Forestry Com-
mission.

MICT’s development man-
ager, Richard Thorne said: 
‘We’re trying to develop some 
kind of light industrial park on 
the island. 

‘Mull has a great number 
of small enterprises, and a lot 
of them require storing large 
amounts around their house as 

there’s nowhere to put it on the 
island.’

He added: ‘I’m trying to 
gauge the interest from the lo-
cals, what sort of things do they 
need, do they just need a fenced 
area they can store materials 
that don’t need protection from 
the weather or do they need 
that plus some kind of storage 
facility, or do they want a fully 
serviced industrial unit.

‘We’re hoping if the site near 
Tobermory is a success then 
maybe we can roll it out to the 
south and middle of the island 

-
munity.’

MICT has recently received 
funding for a feasibility study 
to help decide exactly what is 
required for the site.

Mr Thorne added: ‘At the 
moment we know there is a 

need but we don’t know what 
that need exactly is. Once we’ve 
found a site what exactly can 
we do with that site? That’s the 
purpose of feasibility study. 

‘The council is very keen on 
us going ahead with this be-
cause they need places to store 
equipment, they want to tidy up 
the entrance to Tobermory, so 
we’ve got backing from them 
and the Forestry Commission.’

Rising need for light industrial park on Mull

MARY’S Meals founder, 
Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow, 
was given the opportunity of 
meeting the Tibetan Buddhist 
spiritual leader, the Dalai 
Lama, during his recent visit to 
the UK.

His Holiness, the 14th Dalai 

Lama, had been on an eight day 
visit which included public talks 
in three Scottish cities - Edin-
burgh, Dundee and Inverness.

Magnus met the Dalai Lama 
at a reception following the 
spiritual leader’s talk on the 
theme ‘Be the Change’ at Eden 

Court in Inverness.
The founder of the Dalmally 

charity joined 40 others at the 

introduced to His Holiness. 
For further information on 

Mary’s Meals, visit www.
marysmeals.org

Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow  shakes hands with the Dalai Lama during his recent visit to the UK. 

Mary’s Meals founder meets Dalai Lama

Coll charity expands its base
A COLL-based charity is 
continuing to make a difference 
at home and abroad with a new 
extension allowing the recruit-
ment of more staff.

Project Trust is an educational 
charity which sends school leav-
ers aged 17-19 overseas on eight 
to 12-month volunteer place-
ments in Africa, the Americas 
and Asia.

Recruiting 
Based at the Hebridean 

Centre, Project Trust employs 
22 people but since opening its 
new extension is recruiting for 

Supported by £135,000 fund-
ing from Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE), the £388,000 
expansion and refurbishment of 
the centre was completed this 
month. 

A community open day was 
held shortly afterwards and gave 
the local school children, Coll 
residents and visitors the oppor-

more about the charity’s work.
Ingrid Emerson, the chief execu-
tive of Project Trust is delighted 
with the new facilities.

She said: ‘We now have 
enough space not only for all of 
our staff to be located together, 
which was impossible before, 
but we are now recruiting to add 
to the team. 

‘All of our staff are based on 
Coll, and many of the staff are 
Project Trust returned volun-
teers. 

‘We have an extensive network 
of overseas contacts, all work-
ing together to give unrivalled 
support to our volunteers.’

Douglas Cowan, HIE’s area 
manager for Argyll and the 
Islands, said: ‘We are delighted 
to have been able to support 
Project Trust with the expansion 
and renovation of the Hebridean 
Centre. 

‘This building now provides 

the space for 24 members 
of Project Trust staff to be 
based on Coll, living in and 
contributing to the community.
‘Not only does Project Trust 
provide young people with the 
opportunity to help in some of 
the most disadvantaged parts 
of the world, it also contributes 
a huge amount to the lives of 
those volunteers which the staff 
support so well, providing them 
with skills which are valuable 
in their further education and 
future careers. 

themselves working for an 
innovative and inspiring or-
ganisation and we look forward 
to supporting Project Trust well 
into the future.’

For further information 
on Project Trust and the two 
current vacancies, visit www.
projecttrust.org.uk. The closing 
date for applications is 5pm, 
July 20.

A MISFIRING £1.7million 
waste water treatment plant in 
Bonawe is once again causing 
a stink for residents – quite 
literally.

Problems 
Neighbours of the Loch Etive-

side project have been dogged 
with problems caused by the 
Scottish Water facility over the 
past three years with problems 
arising at every stage, from 
construction to completion.

Villagers thought their head-
aches had come to an end in 
September last year, when the 
botched secondary treatment 
system was replaced with a 

-
tem, but this too seems to have 
failed, with an unpleasant aroma 
creeping across the village.

In addition to the unpleasant 
aroma, landscaping still hasn’t 
been put in place to hide the 
facility from residents.

At £1.7million, the installation 
has cost approximately £21,250 
per household and the village’s 
patience is being tested.

Margaret Adams, new chair-
woman of Ardchattan Com-
munity Council, said: ‘There 
have been one or two people 
complaining about the smell 
and I’ve been out and there’s 
no doubt about it, there is an 
odour.  

‘I’m told there really shouldn’t 
be a smell. There should have 

been some shrubs and bushes 
planted to disguise the site but 
nothing has happened.’

Scottish Water, however, says 
nobody has complained and it 
won’t investigate until someone 
does.

Local councillor Iain Mac-
Donald was chairman of Ar-
dchattan Community Council 
until May’s election and says 
he is becoming tired of Scottish 
Water’s inability to get the plant 
working.

He said: ‘The problem seems 
to be that they just ignore it.  

‘We were given some assur-
ances nine months ago that 

not and that’s not very encour-
aging. I just can’t believe this is 
happening again.

‘I’ve got a big issue with Scot-
tish Water. For example, they’re 
still having problems on Seil 
with their works so I don’t know 
where it all stops.’

Mr MacDonald said he in-
tended to contact Scottish Water 
and hoped to set up a meeting to 
discuss the ongoing problems.

A spokesman for Scottish 
Water said: ‘We have received 
no complaints about odour at 
the works. If we do, we will 
investigate the matter.

‘We will contact the com-
munity council to discuss any 
issues they might have regard-
ing landscaping.’

Bonawe
plant
pong
returns
£1.7million waste water 

treatment plant remains a 

problem, community claims

PUPILS at a primary school 
on the Isle of Mull have been 
receiving advice on how to 
stay safe on the water from 
Tobermory RNLI’s volunteer 
lifeboat crew. 

Awareness 
Youngsters at Dervaig 

Primary School were learning 
how to keep out of trouble at the 
beach and on the water during 
the summer holidays.

As well as passing on some sea 
safety tips, Paul ‘Gunny’ Gunn, 
who gave the talk together 
with fellow crew members 

demonstrated the personal 
protective equipment used by 
lifeboat crews.

They also showed videos 
of sea survival training at the 
RNLI College in Poole as well 
as some of Tobermory lifeboat’s 
recent rescues.

Mr Gunn said: ‘With the long 
summer break approaching, 
this was an apt time to pass on 
some sea safety advice to local 
youngsters. 

‘We have a wonderful coast-
line and some superb beaches 
here on Mull and we want to 
ensure that local children are 
able to enjoy being on and near 
the sea whilst staying as safe as 
possible. 

‘The Dervaig Primary School 
pupils asked some great ques-
tions and demonstrated a good 
awareness of the dangers which 
can arise on the water.’

Julia Hogg, head teacher of 
Dervaig Primary School added: 
‘Living on an island, it’s vital 
that our children know how to 
play safely near water. 

‘The lifeboat crew got their 
sea safety message across in an 
engaging and entertaining way.’

David McHaffie demonstrates all-weather lifeboat crew personal 
protective equipment to Dervaig Primary School pupils. 

Mull youngsters get 
water safety advice

YOUNG children in Oban have been raising money to help their 
counterparts in other parts of the globe.

Mary’s Meals were presented with a cheque for £700 by the chil-
dren of First Steps nursery in Oban.

The money, which was raised in a sponsored walk to McCaig’s 
Tower on June 7, will feed 70 children for a year.

Marie Rowan, who manages Oban’s Mary’s Meals shop said: ‘We 
are absolutely thrilled with this, it is such a fantastic effort from the 
children.’

The youngsters all received stickers as a thank you from the char-
ity and will receive updates on the children they are helping.

part of arts and crafts and the nursery decided to donate money to 
Mary’s Meals to offset the wastage.

Manager Fiona Moloney said: ‘We’re delighted with the response 
to the sponsored walk and to be able to give this money to Mary’s 
Meals.’

Marie Rowan with the children from First Steps Nursery. 
16_t27nursery01

Nursery aids Mary’s Meals

selected times of the day in a 
bid to stop free-for-all parking in 
Oban’s town centre. 

Since Strathclyde Police made 
-

dant last year, there has been 
no policing of on-street parking 
bays, although Argyll and Bute 
Council has continued to oversee 
responsibility for car parks.

Three-month trial 
As of next Monday, Oban 

monitor parking bays; checking 
tickets are displayed and are 
within the allotted time, in a 
bid to prevent motorists parking 
their cars on-street for prolonged 
periods.

The three-month trial will 
coincide with Argyll and Bute 
Council beginning the process of 
de-criminalising on-street park-
ing. This could make way for a 
community group to take over 
the responsibility for on-street 
parking and being in charge of 
any revenue created.

Oban North and Lorn council-
lor Louise Glen-Lee said: ‘The 
complaints I have received about 
parking in Oban have been 
terrible. We need to make sure 
people who have permits have 
a parking space and we have 
agreed this three-month pilot 
with the police.

‘In the meantime, I would be 
keen to hear from anyone who 
has views on a long-term solu-
tion.’ 

While some motorists have en-
joyed extended, free-of-charge 
parking, others are frustrated at 
the lack of available spaces as a 
result. 

Most, however, believe the 
lack of spaces has encouraged 
irresponsible parking in the town 
centre and would like to see the 

Macmillan Cancer Support 
volunteer Kate Turner, from 
Oban, said: ‘My 13-year-old 
grandson was up from Glasgow 

Kate Turner
‘We should have traffic 

wardens back’

Anthony Di Ciacca
‘The high steet is suffering 
enough without excessive 

policing’

Paul Salt
‘There has to be a deterrent to 
to the lackadaisical parking in 

Oban’

recently and asked me if people 
in Oban came into town at 7am 
and just left their cars.

‘You can’t get parked because 
people stay in these bays all day. 

‘I think we should have the 

rubbish. There are better uses of 
their time.’

Paul Salt is a disabled war 

veteran, who volunteers at Oban 
War and Peace Museum. He 
said: ‘People have a tendency to 
dump their cars without consid-
eration for disabled people, often 
blocking off drop kerbs.

really good at their job, because 
they knew the locals and were a 
visual deterrent for those who 
would park illegally.

‘I see lots of tourists who think 
Scotland is some kind of back-
wards country and that they can 
park wherever they want. The 

them out.
‘There has to be a deterrent to 

the lackadaisical parking and I 
think it will be good to see the 
police patrolling the street.

‘However, I do believe that is 

story.’
Mary Heath, from Oban, said: 

‘I am all in favour of this trial 

in the town, particularly in sum-
mer months. Perhaps we need a 
proper park and ride system.

‘I never thought I would say 

wardens back.’
Teacher Susannah Ross, aged 

23, said: ‘I often travel in from 
Lochawe and I hate parking in 
the town. I park in Tesco and 
then walk where I need to go and 
that restricts me to three hours.

‘I wouldn’t mind paying for 
parking if that would free up 
more spaces in the town centre.

‘I don’t think getting the police 
to check on-street parking tickets 
is the answer, because they have 
other things to do and I don’t 
think it is their remit.’

However, some believe park-
ing in Oban can already be too 
restrictive.

Town centre travel agent Eric 
Smith said: ‘I agree with the 
idea of de-criminalising on-
street parking and handing over 
responsibility to a community 
group, as that could bring more 
money into the community 
projects.

‘Parking is a perennial problem 
in Oban and I think there are 
more restrictions than there used 
to be.’

Anthony Di Ciacca, who runs 
Nories chip shop, said: ‘I think 
there needs to be a bit of leeway 
when it comes to parking in the 
bays. If you haven’t got a ticket 

then it’s different from leaving 
your car there all day.

‘I think the high street is suf-
fering enough just now without 
excessive policing of the parking 
bays. By enforcing that you are 
just driving people away from 
town centre businesses and 

more.’

Parking in Oban - ‘a perennial problem’

Susannah Ross
‘I wouldn’t mind paying for 

parking if that would free up 
more town centre spaces’

Mary Heath
‘Perhaps we need a proper 

park and ride system’

Eric Smith
‘I think there are more restric-

tions than there used to be’
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TWO WEST coast musicians 
are enjoying new found fame as 
their efforts feature in Disney-
Pixar’s latest venture, Brave.

North Uist’s Julie Fowlis pro-
vides the vocals for two tracks 
in the new blockbuster, which 
is currently taking the States by 
storm. Most of the recordings 
were completed while Julie was 

eight and a half months pregnant 
with her second child.

She is joined on the sound-
track by Carradale piper, Lorne 
MacDougall, who secured the 

Cassells, a piper with the Red 
Hot Chilli Pipers.

Both are proud of working 
-

itScotland as one of the biggest 
advertising tools the country 
has seen in decades.

Gaelic singing star Julie said: 
‘I was glad the wee one stayed 
where she was to let me get it 
all done.

‘I was lucky that whatever 
position she was in she wasn’t 
interfering with the lungs and 

allowed me to be able to sing. 
I found singing at that late stage 

Julie was delighted to be 

‘While they were doing their 
research they listened to a lot 
of music and picked up a lot of 
albums, but they said my album 

kept coming to the top which 
was fantastic. I was thrilled 
because they have the choice of 
any number of singers.’

For 28 year old Lorne, who 
lives in Glasgow, the hope now 
is to secure more recording 
work, describing his work on 
the animated tale as ‘thrilling 
and extremely rewarding’.

Brave music leads to new found fame for Fowlis

Extension to 
be built at 
Park school
Pre-five unit, secure play area 
and classroom to be added

The school roll is 
increasing rapidly 
and there will be a 
huge primary one 
intake this year’
Parent council chair 
Barbara MacFarlane

Oban Bay will see a transformation early next year with the approval of the long-awaited pontoon development

Oban marina project ready for spring

Lorne Highland 
Games aims for 
Sunday date

Pupils raise £500 
for Yorkhill fund

Six hour delay as 
flooding closes rail 
line at Arrochar

ORGANISERS of the inaugural 
Lorne Highland Games, the 
planned night-time games for 
Oban, have been forced into 
changing the date to get a pipe 
band.

The games were due to be held 
on Wednesday, July 18 but with 
no local pipe band available on 
that date, organisers opted to 
reschedule to Sunday, July 22.

Organiser Duncan MacIntyre 
said: ‘We have changed the date 
so we can get a pipe band, which 
is an important part of any 
Highland games.’

THE GROUP behind a plan 
to build a new marina in Oban 
Bay is aiming to have it up and 
running next April after a re-
submitted planning application 
was approved.

Oban Bay Marine Ltd’s plans 
to build the 60-berth transit 
marina, adjacent to George 
Street, were last week approved 
unanimously by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning, protective 
services and licensing commit-

tee with 16 conditions.
The project will see the pon-

toons, with a restricted overwin-
tering facility, built alongside 
pontoons for 20 day/rib boats, 
a fuelling berth and manager’s 

A spokesman for Oban Bay 
Marine Ltd said: ‘We hope to get 
it in the water in April next year, 
given a fair breeze behind us.

‘However, planning permis-
sion was the easy bit; now the 

hard work really starts.’
Highlighting the economic 

to Oban, the spokesman added: 
‘The pontoons will not only be 
for visiting yachtsmen, but also 
for local boats with limited draft 
and charter vessels.

 ‘Planning permission gives us 
the opportunity to make this ma-
rina sustainable, so that it is not 
an albatross around everyone’s 
neck for years to come.’

Planning conditions will see 
Oban Bay Marine Ltd work with 
Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd (CMAL), to create a plan to 
manage the construction of the 
marina.

Oban councillor Fred Hall was 
fully supportive of the project. 
He said: ‘It is in the interest of 
all of Argyll; it helps improve 
the economy and social facilities 
whilst at the same time we can 
maintain safety and addresses 
environmental concerns.’

One of the points of concern 
came from Islay-based council-
lor Robin Currie, who said it 

could ‘squeeze out’ the few 

harbour.
Interested parties can buy 

shares in Oban Bay Marine to 
help fund the project. 

World first carbon capture test finds winners and losers

PUPILS at St Columba’s Pri-
mary School have helped raise 
£500 for the Yorkhill Children’s 
Hospital after a sponsored fun 
run.

Frances Parkinson, who has 
now stood down from the St 
Columba’s Parent Council after 
13 years, is pictured handing the 
cheque to former pupil, Louise 
MacDonald, who is soon to 
announce a special fundraising 
event for the hospital. 

PASSENGERS on the Oban to 
Glasgow train last Thursday 
evening were delayed by six 

line at Arrochar.
A replacement bus service 

picked passengers up in Crian-
larich at 2am and delivered them 
to Glasgow Queen Street station 
by 3.30am where taxis or hotels 
were provided.

A ScotRail spokesman said: 
‘We apologise to custom-
ers for any inconvenience
caused by circumstances beyond 
our control.’

A CARBON capture experi-
ment at Ardmucknish Bay has 
shown there are both winners 
and losers if the gas leaks from 
a sub-sea storage scheme.

scientists from SAMS observed 
that sea urchins were negatively 

affected by the leak, while 
crabs seemed either to be at-

CO2 bubbles emerging from 
the sediment. Pumps have now 
been switched off so the team 
can monitor how long it takes 
for the area to recover to its 

original state and what changes, 
if any, there would be to the 
environment. Dr Henrik Stahl, 
who is co-ordinating the tests, 

provide valuable information 
to help understand the implica-
tions of CO2 for marine life.’

THE THREAT of overcrowding 
at Park Primary School looks 
to have been eased in the short 
term after councillors agreed to 
an extension of the building.

The single story development 
at the Oban school was agreed 
by councillors last week, allow-
ing Argyll and Bute Council to 

play area and one additional 
classroom for the school’s grow-
ing pupil roll.

The extension will allow the 
Covering 125 square metres, 

it will be sited between the rear 
of the building and the astroturf 
pitch in the playground and 
should be ready for the start of 
the 2013/2014 academic year.

The school has seen a recent 
boom in its pupil roll, partly be-
cause of the closure of Connel’s 
Achaleven Primary School.

A lack of space has seen pupils 
doing group work in the corridors 
and an ‘infant area’, intended for 
younger pupils, has at times been 
used as a temporary classroom. 
Parent Council chairwoman 
Barbara MacFarlane said: ‘I am 

absolutely delighted we are get-

because it can be used by the 
rest of the school as overspill 
after midday.

‘The school has been taking in 
a lot of placing requests because 
it is a really good school and 
parents understandably want to 
send their children there.

‘But that means the school 
roll is increasing rapidly and 
there will be a huge primary one 
intake this year.’

The decision to grant the exten-
sion was granted last Wednesday 
by councillors on the planning, 
protective services and licensing 
committee.

Argyll and Bute Council says 
Park Primary School, which was 
built in 1973, has places for 264 
children but the working capacity 
is currently 240. The projected 
school roll for the coming year 
will be around 258.

Last August the council built a 
bus turning circle, drop off zone 
and additional parking at the 
school. 

Postcode winner
A CAMPBELTOWN woman has 
scooped £20,000 in the People’s 
Postcode Lottery after winning 
the street prize last Saturday.

Lindsay McHardy aged 71, 
said: ‘We’ll be saving some for a 
rainy day and treating ourselves 
to a holiday in Europe I think.’

 Lindsay and husband Frank 
aren’t the only winners this 
week. Players of the lottery have 
raised over £18.6 million for 
charities and good causes.

OT
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A YOUNG woman who had to be airlifted 
to hospital from the Isle of Coll after 
crashing her car into a van and landing 
in a ditch pled guilty to drink driving at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

Katrina O’Brien, 25, of 17 Wallace 
Street, Stirling, who works as a volunteer 

on the island on February 12. The court 
heard she decided to drive home just 
before midnight but struck a van parked 
at the side of the road. Her car’s rear 
wheels ended up in a ditch on the B8071, 

ambulance services were all called to 
the scene. Suffering from a head injury, 

Southern General Hospital in Glasgow 
where a blood test was administered.
Five hours after the crash her reading was 
almost double the legal driving limit at 
156mg of alcohol in 100ml of blood. 

Defence agent Sandy Mitchell said: ‘My 
client has no particularly clear memory 

of the incident itself. Danger was her 
constant companion on this trip.’

from driving for 18 months. She was 

no insurance. She had already paid the 

insurance excess.

Isle of Coll car crash driver fined and banned

A DUNBEG woman has lost 
her driving licence after col-
liding with a parked car while 
almost twice the legal limit.

Camus Road, Dunbeg, pled 
guilty to the offences which 
took place on March 7 in Mill 
Lane, Oban.

week.

AN OBAN driver failed to keep 
a safe distance and smashed 
into the vehicle in front of him, 
Oban Sheriff Court heard.

Jamie Gregory, 28, of 6 
Hynish Crescent, Oban, ran his 
van into the car in front after it 
stopped for a farmer who was 
collecting sheep.

placed on his licence for driving 
carelessly on the A828 three 
miles north of Appin on April 
10.

Van driver hit car 
near Appin

The Oban and Lorn branch of Alzheimer’s Scotland received 
a £1,066.55 cheque last week thanks to local runner Doreen 
Henderson who raised the cash running the London Mara-

thon. Doreen, who ran the marathon in four hours 23 minutes, 
is pictured donating the cheque to local branch chairman, 

Chris Hammond, right. 15_t27alzcheq1

SIGNED shirts from the 
football teams that won the last 
two Scottish Premier League 
titles – including what could 
be Rangers’ last title winning 

in aid of Soroba Community 
Enterprise.

The signed football shirts 
were donated to the commu-

ticket.
In total, 1,000 tickets are 

available for each of the Rang-
ers and the Celtic shirts, with 
tickets to be drawn at the com-
munity Soroba Community 

Tickets are available from 
The Sport Shop, Hannah’s or 
any committee member.

The Sport Shop’s Malcolm 
Croarkin, left, with Sean 

MacIntyre, of Soroba 
Community Enterprise. 

15_t26oldfirm1

Oban High School pupils have helped to make up this year’s 
floral baskets for the town centre. Andy Spence, manager of 

Homebase Oban, and Oban and North Lorn councillor Louise 
Glen-Lee organised the baskets for 2012 and were helped by 
Argyll and Bute Council workers, MacQueen Brothers, Oban 

High School and local gardener Andy MacDowell.

A MASKED axe raider who 
was spared a jail sentence after 
carrying out a robbery at Con-

employees.
Brendan McGuckin was also 

placed on probation last Tuesday 
for two years by a judge who 
told him he was taking ‘an 
exceptional course of action’ for 
the crime he committed.

McGuckin, aged 28, of Combie 
Street, Oban, earlier admitted 
assaulting an employee at nearby 

Shop by presenting an axe at her, 
demanding money and robbing 

The robber went into the 
premises wearing a balaclava, 
overalls and gloves, carrying a 
35-centimetre axe.

During the raid he raised the 
weapon above his head and told 
the female employee: ‘I’m sorry 
about this, just put the cash in 
the bag.’

McGuckin’s apologetic cash 
demand helped catch him 
following the raid, with two 
employees attending an identi-

in the line up donned balaclavas 
and repeated the phrase used by 
the robber.

McGuckin was earlier warned 

Connel

axe robber 
avoids jail
Lord Bonomy orders 
£2,500 compensation 
be paid to employees

REPORT
from 

Edinburgh High Court

Dunbeg woman  
hit parked car

A CELEBRATION at Dunbeg 
Primary School marked the 

project to give pupils a safer 
route to school.

The 200-metre Jubilee Path, 
which runs from Dunbeg Pri-
mary to the houses in the Lorn 
Road area of the village, was 

Ross McCaskill and nursery 
pupil Cailean Dairon, who both 
use the path regularly.

Speaking at the opening last 
Wednesday, head teacher Sine 

huge asset, not only to the school 

but also to the whole village. 
People have started to use it 
already and parents are drop-
ping their children of in Lorn 
Road and picking them up from 
there.’

Idea 
The idea for the path was 

suggested by the school and 
Dunbeg Community Council 
following concerns about pupil 
safety outside the school gates 
at the beginning and end of the 
school day.

Joining school staff and pupils 
at the opening were council-
lors Roddy McCuish, Louise 

Glen-Lee, Duncan MacIntyre, 
Iain MacIntyre and Elaine 
Robertson.

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
described the opening as a 
‘fantastic occasion’.

He added: ‘I would encourage 
the children to use the path 
regularly and I hope many other 
people use it for leisure activities 
such as walking and cycling. 
Well done Dunbeg school, and 
well done Dunbeg village.’

The project was led by Argyll 
and Bute Council, which part 
funded the scheme, along with 
LEADER and Sustrans.

Dunbeg Primary School pupils and staff mark the opening of the Jubilee Path. 16_t27path01

Jubilee Path opens at Dunbeg

50-year old whisky 
sells at auction to 
record price

A couple taking their wedding vows in luxury yacht off Skye had 
their ceremony interrupted – by a 30-foot minke whale. Mihail 

and Victorija Trunov, from London, watched in amazement as the 
whale surfaced, swam underneath, rose again at the stern and 

swam.  Skye hoteliers Anne Gracie and Ken Gunn regularly hold 
wedding ceremonies on board their yacht Solus na Mara – but 
this was the first time a whale has been a wedding witness. IT 

consultant Mihail, originally from Estonia, said: ‘We took it as a 
sign that nature was welcoming us at the start of our marriage.’

New teachers         
at Plockton        
High School
PLOCKTON High School has 
announced its new members of 
staff for session 2012-13.

Ms Jill Porter will be teacher 

years at Auchinleck Academy 
in East Ayrshire, Mrs Daisy 
Reeves, previously helper and 
student at the school, will 
take up a post as temporary 
teacher of modern languages 
and Ms Karen MacKinnon, a 
native of Tiree and a graduate 
of Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, serves 
her probationary year covering 
Gaelic classes for Mrs Lander’s 
maternity leave.

The school also held 
interviews last week for a 
teacher of geography after 
Mrs Jenny Maddox’s decision 
to move nearer her family in 
Shropshire. 

Couple’s delight as whale 
watches Skye wedding

Dunbeg arrest 
leads to perverting 
course of
justice charge
A MAN who is wanted by police 
in England was arrested in Dun-
beg after allegedly assaulting his 
ex-partner.

Thomas Johnston, 28, lives in 
Lochgilphead but his address 

Windermere Drive, Milton 
Keynes.

Johnston denies the assault 
and allegedly gave police a false 
name, leading to a charge of at-
tempting to pervert the course of 
justice, which he also denies.

He is expected to stand trial at 
Oban Sheriff Court on July 23.

Isle of Mull man 
drunk in charge
of scooter 
A MULL man appeared at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week and pled 
guilty to drink driving while on 
a scooter.

Roger Harvey, 60, of 2 Monadh 
Mor, Fionnphort, also admitted 
driving the 100cc vehicle with-
out a valid licence or insurance 

for a year.

A BOTTLE of The Macallan 

Whisky sale in Edinburgh.

-
tion, came in its own wooden 
presentation case. The Macallan 

50-year-old malts to be released 
and is regarded as a key part of 
any serious whisky collection. 
Only 500 bottles were released 
and as they rarely come onto 
the market they have become 

Bonhams whisky specialist 
Martin Green said: ‘This is 
acknowledged as one of the 
greatest whiskies ever and 
it is not surprising to see it 
attracting a record price.’ 

 The previous highest price for 
the The Macallan 50-year-old 

NEWSDESKS 
01631 568000 
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Barcaldine quiz 
A QUIZ night at the Scot-
tish Sea Life Sanctuary at 

the Merin’s Magic Wand charity 
– after the winners returned 

Christine Mclennan from 

well-attended evening.

FÈIS Thiriodh, Tiree’s traditional 
music festival, takes to the seas next 

that will link up with the musicians of 
Fèis Bharraigh. 

The festival, in its 22nd year, 
is bringing a full set of tutors to 
the island including Oban’s Rona 
Wilkie, the winner of this year’s BBC 
Scottish Young Traditional Musician 
competition, and Scott Wood of the 
Red Hot Chilli Pipers. 

Tutors, musicians and audience will 
be sailing from Tiree to Barra next 
Thursday July 12, accompanied by a 

contingent from Coll. After playing 
and singing their way over the Minch, 

up with musicians from the Barra Fèis 
on the pier of Castlebay. 

Dr John Holliday, chairman of Fèis 
Thiriodh 2012, said: ‘It promises to be 
quite a day and if anyone from Oban 
wants to come along they will be more 
than welcome. 

‘We are also launching our new book 
of traditional Tiree songs, Òran an 
Eòrna, that week and I’m particularly 
looking forward to the performance 
of Angus – Weaver of Grass by the 

Bamboo Theatre Company, about 
Angus MacPhee from Iochdar.’

Fèis Thiriodh takes place between 
July 8 and 13 and is supported by 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal and the Tiree 
Windfall Fund. Other tutors set to 
appear at the Fèis include Norwegian 
guitar and Nordic mandola - the 
låtmandola - player Marit Fält and 
accordion players Gordon Connell 
and Eilidh MacFadyen.  

A number of evening events are also 
on offer. 

For full details, see the Fèis website 
at feis-thiriodh.com.

Tiree takes its music overseas to Barra

that he faced ‘a substantial 
prison sentence’ for the offence 
but last year Lord Bonomy freed 
him from jail and told him he 
was not convinced prison was 
the answer in the case.

The court heard that injuries 
and infection had stopped him 
working for a period. 

He had developed problems 
with alcohol and cocaine for 
a time and owed money to a 
dealer.

However, the judge was told 
last Tuesday ‘very positive 
reports’ had been prepared on 
McGuckin.

Lord Bonomy said: ‘He 
[McGuckin] has done every-
thing he said he would do and 
that is a breath of fresh air in 
these courts.

‘To deal with the crime you 
committed by a non-custodial 
disposal is an exceptional course 
of action to follow.’

However, he said he could not 
ignore the seriousness of the 
offence and added there was 
still ‘pain to be suffered’ by 
McGuckin before ordering him 
to pay compensation.

Beauty, Health 
and Well-being

in Lochaber

Harley Aesthetics -  Angela Kelso
Perfectly Made Up -  Susan Homes

We believe in bringing the very 
best of the services to the Highlands. 

We offer complete re-styles, blond highlights to dye for, 
A-Lift facials, body spray tans, massage, semi permanent 

Tel:01397 708542 or 07507493090

Lee Ingram is a mobile 
beauty therapist in Fort 
William, Oban and sur-
rounding areas offering 
popular and innovative 
treatments in the comfort 
of your own home or 
convenience of your work 
place. After recently 
moving back to Fort 
William from Inver-
ness after graduating 

beauty therapy.  LeBelle 
Beauty offers a friendly, 
quality service with a 
variety of treatments and 

quality brands including 
Myscara, Spray tan, 
Shellac nails, Minx 
nails, Massage, Gel nail 
enhancements, Waxing
One of the most popular 
treatments is Myscara, a 
new revolutionary beauty 
treatment which gives a 
mascara look and lasts 2-3 
weeks, there is no need to 
apply mascara every day 
and no panda eye effect, 
perfect for those with a 
busy lifestyle or going on 
holiday.
 We also offer Spray-tan-

people, popular for hen 
nights, birthdays or girlie 
nights in. 

www.leebellebeauty.com 
has full details of prices 
and treatments.
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A DRIVER who had a ‘lapse in 
concentration’ while negotiat-
ing a bend crashed through the 
wall of a roadside country inn 
causing £1,000 of damage, 

Oban Sheriff Court heard last 
week.

Nathan Moreland, 40, of 25 
St Fergus Drive, Inverness was 
travelling on the A828 near 

Creagan Inn, Appin when he 
collided with the building on 
November 28 last year.

The court heard the owner of 
the inn was in the hallway when 

she heard a ‘loud bang’. 
-

Ginty told the court: ‘A vehicle 
crashed through the outer wall 
of the premises almost coming 

into the bar itself.’
Moreland’s defence agent 

Laura Russell said: ‘There was 
a lapse in his concentration, 
he simply didn’t slow down 

enough.’ Sheriff Jack Davidson 

six penalty points to his licence 
for driving without due care 
and attention.

Appin crash driver almost landed in bar of Creagan Inn

DESIGN options for the third 

to Fort William’s streetscape 
have been unveiled to mixed 
reviews from the local business 
community.

At a public meeting in the 
Lochaber House, around 40 
people heard how a revamped 
Cameron Square could become 
a bustling hub of activity.

But as thunder rumbled 
outside the council chambers 

prospects for the square’s rede-
velopment appeared as ominous 
as the weather.

‘Not a penny’ of funding has 

wards manager Dot Ferguson, 
who stressed ‘something on 
the shelf’ was essential so work 
could start once grants were 
secured. She said: ‘There’s a 
feeling in the town that the High 
Street, the lifeblood of the local 
economy, is needing some more 
work and that Cameron Square 
was seen as very grey.

‘We need more activity round 
the town centre, and increased 
footfall and economic vibrancy 
in the town centre.’

Cumbria-based landscape 
architect Jayne Garbutt of 
Capita Symonds, the project 
consultancy hired by Highland 
Council to work up the plans, 
said a survey of local businesses 
revealed almost all felt Cameron 
Square should be made more 
attractive.

More than half said it was ‘not 
a pleasant place to rest’, while 
69 per cent wanted ‘a covered 
events area’, Ms Garbutt said. 
Better lighting, seating, and a 

Two options for the square 
had emerged – one featuring a 
covered structure/stage for per-
formances, the other more open 
plan with an artwork/sculpture 
as a focal point and a bigger 
seating area.

Lawyer Stephen Kennedy of 
McIntyre & Company, whose 
premises overlook the square, 
warned noise nuisance had been 
a problem in the past and could 
be so again.

He told the meeting: ‘We have 

the square. Noise coming from 

in recent years after many 
complaints to police that we 

interviews with clients without 
disturbance.

‘If there was a covered area, 
notwithstanding any manage-
ment scheme, buskers and Peru-
vian bands would soon occupy 
the permanent structure.

‘Some businesses may be 
in favour of that, but from our 
point of view it would have a 

we operate our business.’
He added: ‘We employ 16 peo-

ple. I am very much in favour 
of upgrading a drab Cameron 
Square, but our concerns are that 
a performance area would mean 
it would impossible to keep [the 
various musicians] away.’

West Highland Museum 
chairman of trustees Richard 
Sidgwick backed the revamp, 
but also opposed the covered 
stage concept.

He said: ‘As far as Cameron 
Square is concerned, we would 
be reluctant to see something 
that obscured our frontage. But 
we are wholeheartedly in favour 
of the regeneration of Cameron 
Square.’

Ms Garbutt stressed these 
were ‘only concept designs’, but 
added the structure would also 
act as a shelter for visitors.

She said: ‘It is not just about 
holding events – it is about hav-
ing spaces there for people to 
relax and linger in.’

Highland Council and High-
lands and Islands Enterprise 
funded the consultants’ report.

Stages one and two of the 
streetscape improvement plan, 
refurbishments to the pedestrian 
underpass and Gordon Square, 
were completed last year.

The possible ‘new look’ to Fort William’s Cameron Square

Fort
William’s 
streetscape 
needs cash 
injection

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

TEN OBAN organisations have 
-

sands of pounds from the Ryan 
MacPhail Memorial Fund.

The money, which was mostly 
raised at a sportsman’s dinner in 
the Argyllshire Gathering Halls 
earlier this year, was handed out 
by Amanda MacPhail last week.

Amanda said: ‘I would like to 
thank people for their generous 
contribution throughout the year 
that allows us to support these 
worthwhile local organisations.’

A total of £6,000 was handed 
out last week to the Sea Cadets, 
Oban Camanachd juniors, Oban 
Saints juniors, OHS Laurinburg 
trip, Skool’s Out, St Columba’s 
London trip, Park School shinty, 
West Highland Lawn Tennis 
Club juniors and swimmer 
Abigail Evans.

The junior section of Oban 
Lorne Rugby Club had previ-
ously been given £1,000. Amanda MacPhail with some of the children who benefit from the fund. 16_t27macphail01

Ten Oban groups gain funding from 
Ryan MacPhail Memorial Fund

A MAIN road in Oban was 
closed for two hours last 
Wednesday after an accident 
blocked both lanes.

silver Vauxhall Astra collided 

road, leading to the A816 Oban 
- Lochgilphead road, was closed 
to allow recovery and clearance 
of debris, re-opening around 
10pm.

A 55-year-old female driver of 
the Peugeot was taken to hospital 
along with the 25-year-old female 
driver and 29-year-old female 
passenger of the Vauxhall.

The casualties were kept in 
hospital in Oban overnight for 
observation but their injuries 
were not thought to be serious.

As a result of the incident the 
55-year-old woman has been 
charged with driving without 
due care and consideration.

Road crash 
closes Oban 
through road

OBAN man Struin Doull, 22, is 
facing having to pay compensa-
tion after admitting kicking a 
car and smashing a window at 

on Saturday. 
Appearing from custody, 

was told he will return to court 
on July 24 for sentencing.

Oban man admits 
vandalism charge

VOLUNTEERS are being sought 
to put their best foot forward in 
Oban for whales this weekend.

The Scottish Sea Life Sanctu-
ary holds its Walk for Whales 
this Sunday, with participants 
asked to wear red and walk just 
two miles from the Corran Halls 
at 11am.

Funds raised at the event will 
go towards the Whale and Dol-
phin Conservation Society to aid 

Craig Connor is hoping to 
break last year’s turnout of 40 

whaling is succeeding.
He said: ‘Everyone who does 

join in the short walk and help 
boost the awareness will enjoy a 
free visit to the sanctuary.’

To register, call the sanctuary 

the Corran Halls on the day.

Walking for whales 
starts in Oban

A PROPOSED community 
hydro project on the Isle of Mull 
may not now go ahead after 
having the output limited to an 
eighth of its potential capac-
ity, due to shortcomings in the 
national grid.

The limitation, to 50kw instead 
of 400kw, means that the group 
could be unable to pay interest 
on a loan needed to build the 
project. 

It has also been delayed by 
more than a year with the 
planned connection date in late 

The Garmony Hydro Working 
Group (GHWG) say they are 
‘very disappointed’ by the limit.

   Borrowing negotiations
David Pollard of GHWG 

said: ‘There has been so many 
applications for renewable en-
ergy schemes in the Highlands 
of Scotland they are all being 
limited to 50kw until an upgrade 
of the grid takes place between 
2016 and 2020.’

The group needs to negotiate a 
loan and would have anticipated 

the scheme until the capital is 
paid off, then a £100,000 surplus 
per year for the community.

But it is now unsure if it can 
earn enough from the scheme to 
progress as planned. ‘It is pos-
sible we will not start paying the 
money back until 2016. It will 
be up to the bank whether they 
want to lend to us on that basis,’ 
said Mr Pollard.

‘We will do calculations and if 
it shows there is no way that the 
income will pay the interest then 
we will not go ahead. It is very 
worrying.’

Export 
A spokesman for Scottish Hy-

dro Electric Power Distribution 
said: ‘On the Isle of Mull, there 

on the network to accommodate 
the growing demand from 
generators looking to connect to 
the grid. 

‘As things currently stand, 
generators may not be able to 
export their full capacity until 

-
mission reinforcement works are 
expected to be complete.

‘We are working closely with 
developers and Community 
Energy Scotland to explore al-
ternative options.’

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell said: ‘The initiative of 
many people in this constituency 
in taking forward renewable 
generation is being undermined 
by the inability of the electricity 
companies to upgrade the grid. 

‘I have been in touch with 
Fergus Ewing on a number of 
occasions recently concerning 
the issue and the Garmony 
application is particularly prob-
lematic, given the huge potential 
it has for the community. 

better connections and for the 
transfer of control of the grid to 
Scotland, where we would want 
to make an urgent difference to 
access for rural areas like this 
constituency, which have so 
much potential for generation.’

Mull hydro 
project in 
jeopardy

LOCHGILPHEAD blogger, 
Martha Payne, has been named 
the Blog of the Month by Jamie 
Oliver’s Food Revolution, as her 
fundraising effort for Mary’s 
Meals reached £110,000.

The Lochgilphead High 
School pupil, who has now 
logged seven million hits on 
her website, is off camping on 
her summer holidays so the 
blog will go on a ‘world tour’, 
with followers from around the 
world stepping into the nine 
year old’s shoes for a day.

The blog can be found at 
neverseconds.blogspot.co.uk.

Martha voted     
Blog of the Month

POLICE are appealing for wit-
nesses after a 14 year old girl 
reported she was the victim 
of a serious sexual assault in 
Dunoon last week.

At around 11pm on Thursday, 
June 28, the girl was with her 
14 year old friend in Alexandra 
Parade, Dunoon, when they met 
two men of Asian appearance 

who they went for a walk with 
along the foreshore. 

A short time later, the two 
girls made their way back on 
their own to a bus stop on Alex-
andra Parade, where they were 
seen by a member of the public 
who, concerned by the way they 
were acting, called police.

The suspect is described as 

of Asian appearance, between 
19 and 40 years of age, 5 ft 5 in 
height, average build, short dark 
hair, dark eyes and was wearing 
a long sleeved purple top.

Any person with information 
should contact the CID at Du-

-
tively telephone Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Police appeal after 14-year old 
girl sexually assaulted in Dunoon

Oban jewellery 
shop vandalised
POLICE are seeking information 
in to an incident of vandalism at 
an Oban shop.

Damage to the lock at the Gem 
Box jewellers and spraypainted 

-
ing was reported to police at 

Green spraypaint was used to 
deface the building but this was 
cleaned off by staff before police 

CÙRSAICHEAN CEUMA

01471 888304
iarrtas@smo.uhi.ac.uk
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Montana
3 + 2 Seater

Only
£999

NEW
STORE
NOW OPEN

Unit 3, Coal Industrial Estate, Ardgour Road, Coal, 
Fort William, PH33 7PH Tel: 01397 708600. 
Email Sales@blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk 
www.blackbridgefurnishings.co.uk

Malton solid Oak Sideboard £299

Banavie Double 
Sleigh Bed

£199
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Cash prize for 
budding writers
BUDDING writers are being 
encouraged to enter a short 
story competition to be in with 
the chance of winning a cash 
prize.

The AVogel Dormeasan 
write a short story for bedtime 
competition that came to an 
end in October 2011 has been 
relaunched due to popularity.

Entries, between 1,500 and 
3,000 words, must be received 
no later than October 31 2012. 

Full details are on avogel.
co.uk/story.

a dispute over the ownership 
of Tobermory Cat, despite a 
solution being indirectly offered 
by the artist who claims the 
character is his.

Mull artist Angus Stewart, 
through his Facebook page, said 
he would drop his dispute over 
Birlinn’s publication of The 

Tobermory Cat if the publisher 
agreed to donate 2.5 per cent of 

Hall, which is in the early stages 
of a restoration project.

However, Hugh Andrew, man-
aging director of Birlinn, has hit 
back at Mr Stewart saying he 
has not made any such offer to 
the company directly. Without 

from Mr Stewart, he added, it 
wouldn’t be possible to come 
to agreement. He has further 
told Mr Stewart to meet the 
company’s legal costs before 
agreement is reached.

Posting on his Facebook page, 
Mr Stewart said: ‘With my brand 
registration in place I think we 

could work together to make this 
a great success.’

Mr Andrew criticised Mr 
Stewart for making his offer in 
public instead of directly, but 
said he was open to negotiation.

However, legal costs incurred 
so far would have to be met by 
Mr Stewart, while any ‘defama-
tory’ statements on any of Mr 

Stewart’s websites or Facebook 
pages would have to be removed. 
He said: ‘He has not made 
an offer to me; he has posted 
something publicly. If this was 
intended as a serious offer, he 
would have made it directly 
rather than publicly on a website.
If this was to be considered, we’d 
expect him to make the same 

own commercial activities con-
nected to Tobermory Cat.’

had been made in writing to 
Birlinn. He said: ‘I’ve already 
said I’ll match the 2.5 per cent.  
We’ve both incurred legal costs 
so I’m not going to pay his – just 
pucker up and let’s settle it.’

Fur still flies in dispute over ownership of Tobermory Cat tale

TWO LUCKY Oban Times 
competition winners are getting 
ready to head to the Belladrum 
Festival in Beauly in August.

Ballachulish woman Brenda 
Middleton and Hugh Beaton of 
Portree each won two camping 
tickets after correctly answering 
the question ‘Which Liverpool 
band will play at this year’s 
Belladrum Festival?’ The answer 
was The Wombats.

Brenda Middleton told 
The Oban Times she was 

told she had won the tickets 
– and will be taking husband 
Duncan to the festival.

She said: ‘I’m absolutely 

won a competition like this. I’m 

Hugh Beaton will pass his prize onto his son and his son Malcolm.

Brenda and Duncan Middleton are looking forward to the music 
festival already. 10_f26belladrum01

Lucky readers win tickets for Belladrum

URRAS na Drochaid (The Skye 
Bridge Trust) trustees have 
awarded grants totalling £7,000 
to two local groups.

The trust, founded in 1995 by 
Eilean Iarmain Estate owner Sir 
Iain Noble when the bridge was 
being built, supports charitable 
activities in south Skye and 
Lochalsh. 

widow and trustee Lucilla Noble 
presented Lochalsh Junior Pipe 
Band with a cheque for £3,000 
towards the costs of replacing 
and updating its equipment. 
Trustees then enjoyed a band 
performance at Eilean Iarmain.

Lady Noble said of the band: 
‘We remember well Iain’s 
great enthusiasm and love of 
traditional music and in light of 
his encouragement and support 
of young talented musicians it 

at Eilean Iarmain for this 
presentation. 

‘Thig crìoch air an t-saoghal, 
ach mairidh gaol agus ceòl. (The 
world may come to an end but 
love and music go on forever.)’

Urras chairman Billy Reid said 
of the band, which performs 

Lucilla Noble presents the cheque to Lochalsh Junior Pipe Band’s oldest and youngest band 
members, Donald Nixon, and Alasdair MacRae, respectively.

regularly at local events: ‘I am 

from the revived trust goes to 
talented young local musicians. 
This is exactly in the spirit of 
Urras na Drochaid.’

Thanking the trust, band 
leader Niall Stewart said: 
‘The band provides a platform 
for local youngsters to 
develop their musical talent 
and their team-working skills. It 

does cost a lot of money to run 
the band and this award will 
be a tremendous help to us in 
updating our existing equipment 
and purchasing essential 
new items.’

Urras na Drochaid later 
granted £4,000 to the Eilean Ban 
Trust, which owns the island 
underneath the Skye Bridge.

The money will fund repainting 
the iron bridge to the lighthouse, 

which were designed by D and 
T Stevenson and completed in 
1857. The access bridge is one of 
only two remaining iron bridges 
in Britain engineered by the 
Stevensons.

Eilean Ban Trust manager 
Hugh Davis thanked the trust 
and said work was due to start 
in July this year. Access to the 
lighthouse will be closed during 
the refurbishment.

Skye trust backs island groups to tune of £7,000

-
ties are being urged to apply 
to a new Euro fund for local 
projects.

Some £549,392 from Axis 4 of 
the European Fisheries Fund is 
available this year for schemes 

-
lages.

Highland Council, which is 
contributing 25 per cent of the 
fund, has set up a Fisheries 
Local Action Group (FLAG) 
to consider applications and 
how the cash will be allocated 
locally. 

Councillor Thomas Prag, 
chairman of the planning, 
environment and development 
committee, said it was important 

diversify and prosper. He said: 
‘A wide range of projects are 
eligible to apply, such things 
as delivering skills training 
for local people, value adding 

opportunities and all kinds of 
collaborative ideas.

‘I hope this funding can help 
unlock the potential of coastal 
communities in the Highlands to 
be successful and sustainable in 
the years to come.’

Groups and businesses are 
asked to submit expressions of 
interest in the scheme by July 
27. A further round will be an-
nounced in due course. The fund 
runs until December 31. 

Details at www.highland.gov.
uk.

Highland fishermen urged to net new 
Euro funding

NORTHERN Constabulary has 
received reports that poachers 
could be targeting breeding 
colonies of fresh water mussels 
in remote areas of the Isle of 
Harris.

The mussels are an endan-
gered species and are protected 
by law under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981. Any 
unauthorised person tampering 
with them is breaking the law 
and faces prosecution if caught.

PC Neil Martin at Tarbert 
Police Station said: ‘It is 
something we are keeping an 
eye on. Any suspicious activity 
can be reported to Northern 
Constabulary on 01851 702222 
or Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555 111.

Poachers target 
Harris mussel beds

WEST coast residents are to 
receive reminder calls about 
medical appointments following 
a successful trial of the scheme 
by NHS 24.

The patient reminder service 
will help health boards deliver 

outpatient services by phoning 
people eight days in advance of 
their appointments.

The pilot project showed that 
missed appointments fell by 
27 per cent when patients were 
given reminders.

Appointment
reminder scheme

BOWMORE Distillery is 
celebrating after carrying off 
more than half of all the awards 
won by its parent company this 
year. 

Morrison Bowmore Distillers 
has won nine major titles this 
year, with its Islay distillery 

Bowmore Distillery won 
Best Islay at the World Whisky 
Awards for its Maltman’s selec-
tion; Gold at the San Francisco 
World Spirits for its 12 year 
old; and at The Spirits Business 
Scotch Whisky Masters the 
distillery won three awards.

Bowmore Distillery 
toasts successful 
year of awards

NEWSDESKS 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

A LABOURER has been 

possession of £20 worth of 
heroin, Oban Sheriff Court 
heard last week.

Gavin MacColl, 30, of 2 Lorne 
Terrace, Miller Road, Oban, 
was approached by police at his 
home on October 18 last year as 
there was a warrant for him.

The court heard he was asked 
if he had any controlled drugs 
in his possession and pointed 
to a brown substance on tin foil 
which had recently been heated.

Oban man fined 
after heroin find

AN OBAN man who pled guilty 
in the town’s sheriff court to 
assaulting a woman has been 
admonished.

James Bowie, 56, of 9 Miller 
Road, Oban, admitted causing 

March 3.
Defence agent Miss Wilson 

said Bowie was ‘full of remorse 
and deeply embarrassed’ by the 
incident. 

Assault man 
admonished A MAN who refused to stop 

shouting and swearing in 
the middle of the night was 
arrested when he turned his 

Anthony Callan, 21, of 3 

Oban Sheriff Court last week 
for sentencing after previously 
pleading guilty to the offence.

The clam boat worker admit-
ted behaving in a threatening or 
abusive manner on March 25 at 
the car park at Atlantis Leisure 
on Dalriach Road.

Defence agent Laura Russell 
said Callan was ‘very sorry’ 
about the events although he 
had ‘very little recollection’ of 
them.

Fining Callan £350, Sheriff 
Jack Davidson QC said: ‘Your 
record is particularly poor for 
someone of your age, if you 
carry on like this you’re going 
to end up in prison.’

Tarbert man fined 
after threats

really looking forward to going. I 
want to see The Wombats – they 
won me the competition!’

Over in Portree, Hugh’s 
wife Margaret Anne can’t 
make Belladrum - but their 
son Malcolm, who lives in 
Inverness, jumped at the chance.
Hugh told The Oban Times: ‘We 
are going to pass the tickets on to 
Malcolm who is looking forward 
to attending with his girlfriend 
Sian. 

They have more festival 
experience than us and are 
looking forward to Belladrum as 
a number of their friends already 
have tickets.’

The festival will feature bands 
such as Travis, The Buzzcocks 
and Frightened Rabbit.

NEWSDESK
01631 568000

URGENT work to install skid 
prevention surfacing on an 
A82 danger bend near Corran 
Ferry is to be carried out next 
month after a series of accidents 

the road in the past week.
Locals told The Oban Times 

well over 20 vehicles have lost 
control at the Birchbrae bend, 
around 10 miles south of Fort 
William, since the start of the 
year.

Police attended an incident 
on Saturday evening after a car 
skidded off the road, and a small 
car became the latest victim on 
Monday afternoon, ending up on 
its roof in a roadside ditch. 

Last week police were called 
to three incidents at the corner in 
just three days.

A Transport Scotland 
spokesman told The Oban Times
a report had concluded there was 
a problem with grip on the bend 
and work to improve traction 
will start early in August.

The spokesperson said: 
‘Following reports of a series 
of accidents at this location 
over a relatively short space of 
time, investigations into the skid 
resistance levels on this bend 
were carried out and the results 
of the study were submitted in 
May.

‘The results have now been 
examined and it has been 
agreed that safety improvements 
involving high friction surfacing 

FORT William RC Primary School, still 
affectionately known locally by its former 
name of St Mary’s, has waved farewell to 
three long-standing members of staff.

At a packed end of term assembly on 
Friday, teachers Anne Sutherland and 
Moira Campbell, together with school 
cleaner Marie Kennedy were showered 

wishes on their retirement. The teachers 
have each served 37 years at the school 
and Marie 29 – a combined total of 103 
years.  P7 pupils Amy MacKay and Beth 
MacLennan paid tribute to Ms Campbell 
and Ms Sutherland by way of a limerick.

Beth recited: ‘There was a nice teacher, 

Mrs Sutherland, who sang Super Trooper 
in the Abba band. She loved her edges 
straight, hated children being late and 
looks forward to travelling to other 
lands.’

An emotional Anne told The Oban 
Times: ‘We have so many happy memo-
ries of our time working at St Mary’s. It’s 

a great wee school.’ Moira said: ‘We are 
proud of this school for so many reasons. 
When people come here they get such a 
warm welcome.’

Marie added: ‘I have really enjoyed 
working here. It is such a friendly school 
and I’m sad to leave – although I’m look-
ing forward to having more spare time!’

Woman admits 
stealing          
£3,000 from old 
folks home

A BALLACHULISH woman 
has admitted stealing nearly 
£3,000 from a local old folks 
home over two years while 
working there. 

Jill Sutherland, of Brae 
Cottage, Brecklet, worked as 

in Ballachulish and embezzled 
£2,810 between January 1 2008 
and December 20 2010.

The 43-year-old was in tears 

her guilty plea at Fort William 
Sheriff Court. Sheriff Douglas 
Small deferred sentencing 
Sutherland until July 31 for 
reports.

THE PROPOSED St Kilda 
Centre on the Isle of Lewis 
has been named as a ‘key case 
study of global importance’ by 
UNESCO’S World Heritage 
Committee.

The island of St Kilda is one 

Scotland and there are plans to 
create an interpretation centre at 
Mangurstadh on Lewis within 
sight of St Kilda which lies 60 
miles offshore. 

Arisaig music 
workshop

A THREE day music 
workshop will be held in 
Arisaig Primary School in the 
build up to the local Highland 
games, which will be held on 
Wednesday July 25.

Tutors including Ewen 
Henderson and Sìleas Sinclair 
will work with students on 

clàrsach and Gàidhlig song 
at the workshop, which is 
being organised by Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal. The young musicians 
will then perform at the games.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

will be installed to improve 
the skid resistance around the 
bend.’

Local resident George Wilson 
spoke to The Oban Times to 
highlight the worries of those 
who live nearby.

He said: ‘We who live at Corran 
see all these vehicles gracing 
the ditches on both sides of the 
road, many having crossed the 
carriageway, more facing the 
way they came and most upside 
down. 
‘In the midst of this mayhem 
is the bus shelter. We await the 
bus to Glasgow with a sense of 
unease, wondering, if one day, 
one of these vehicles will sweep 
us into the ditch with them.’

Lochaber area chief inspector 
David Bushell said every time 
police were called to an incident 
on a trunk road it was reported 
to Transport Scotland, but did 

area of particular concern.
He told The Oban Times:

‘We’re in close contact with 
the roads authorities and each 
time there is an incident it is 
investigated.

‘When it comes to multiple 
accidents in one place it is clear 
something needs to be done.’

Urgent
action
on skid 
danger 
bend

Goodbye St Mary’s! Anne Sutherland, Marie Kennedy and Moira Campbell have given more than 100 years’ combined service to the school.  20_f27retiral01

Spate of crashes prompts 
installation of new surface

The centre currently has a 
planned opening date of 2016.

The committee will aim to 

tourism developments at the 
site.

Buidheann Leasachaidh Ionad 
Hiort (St Kilda Development 
Group) chairperson Joni 
Buchanan chair said: ‘This 
endorsement is hugely important 
and it offers Scotland the chance 
to develop something that 

respects St Kilda, offers great 

‘In order to deliver it, the local 
community is going to need 
a lot of external support and I 
hope that it will now be looked 
on as a project of national and 
international importance.’

St Kilda, which has lain 
uninhabited since 1930, contains 
a number of prehistoric and 
medieval sites.

Long-serving school staff bid farewell to St Mary’s

St Kilda centre’s global recognition West Highland shinty six named in 
national Scotland Under 17 squad 

Community
landowner 
appoints new 
directors

SOUTH Uist Estate commu-
nity landowner Stòras Uibhist 
has appointed six new directors 
to its board.

The company recently held its 
annual general meeting at South 
End Hall in Daliburgh, where 
the new board members were 
announced.

The company also reported 

Lochboisdale regeneration 
project. Detailed design work 
is nearing completion for the 
£9.5million project and the 
process to award a construction 
contract is underway. Building 
work is expected to take around 
18 months and is set to start in 
early 2013.

SIX WEST Highlands shinty 
players have been selected to 
represent their country in the 
Scotland under 17’s upcoming 
tour of Ireland.

Skye pair Shawn Headly and 
Jordan Murchison made the 
cut for the 17-man squad, as 
did Lochaber youngster Patrick 
Toal. Kinlochshiel’s Oliver 
Macrae, Glengarry’s Ewen 
Brady and Fraser Heath of 

Glenurquhart will also make the 
trip. The squad head to Ireland 
on July 22 and will take on 
Wester Meath under 17s and the 
under 17s Dublin Development 
Squad during their three-day 
visit. National development 

year’s squad is made up of some 
highly skilful players, many 
of whom already hold spots in 
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A WOMAN appeared from custody at Oban Sheriff Court 
after refusing to stop shouting, swearing and banging on 
her partner’s bedroom door in a hostel.

Patricia McGuire, 48, of Room 10, Shore Street Flats, 
Oban, admitted the offence last week but had sentence 
deferred for reports. Sheriff Jack Davidson QC ordered 
McGuire to return to court on July 24.

AN OBAN man who repeatedly 
punched his victim on the head 

Oban Sheriff Court last week.
Kevin McLetchie, 24, of 13 

Glenfoot Terrace, Oban, pled 
guilty to committing the assault 
on May 26 in a common close 
in Miller Road.

Oban man fined 
after assault

Woman has sentence deferred

AN OBAN man who had been 

school friend over-stepped the 
mark and head butted him, 
Oban Sheriff Court heard.

Invercalda, Soroba Road, Oban, 

when he appeared in court last 
week. 

The incident took place in 
Breadalbane Street on June 18 
last year.

‘Play fighting’ 
leads to £100 fine 
at sheriff court

A MAN who pestered his ex-partner for months by repeat-
edly sending cards and presents to her work pled guilty at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

been in a relationship with the woman for around six 
months but could not accept it when she ended things. 
Defence agent Stephen Macleod told the court MacFadyen 
‘had hoped the relationship might resume’ and a ‘combina-
tion of heartbreak and a sense of being taken advantage of 
soured his feelings’. Sheriff Jack Davidson QC deferred 
sentence for six months for MacFadyen to be of good 
behaviour. He said: ‘It is regrettable that at your stage and 
with your background you appear in this court.’ 

Send your news from the Isle of 
Mull to Faith Orr at                        

  The Oban Times                                
forr@obantimes.co.uk                         

 Telephone 01631 568000

Mull Lines

Oban man admits pestering his 
former partner

Police service will remain locally accountable claims island MSP

LARGE swathes of forest around 
Benderloch are to be removed as 
part of work to make Barcaldine 
Forest safe in the wake of last 
winter’s storms.

Forestry Commission Scotland 
closed part of the Ben Lora path 
extending from Benderloch 
after several trees came down 
when hurricane-strength 
winds battered the coastline in 
December and January.

While plans to ‘clearfell’ 
large sections of the forest 
in the immediate vicinity of 
Benderloch are part of the 
long-term design plan, the 
commission says some of the 
work is of ‘vital’ importance to 
make the area safe. 

The Ben Lora car park will 
also be extended to make room 
for plant and other equipment 
during the work, which is due to 
take place over the next four to 

However, the proposals have 
caused some concern in the 
village, not only because the 
appearance of the area will 
be permanently altered, but 
that there could be issues with 
erosion, rockfall, noise and 
possible loss of amenity with 
the change in appearance to the 
popular walking routes.

Ardchattan Community 
Council hope to arrange a public 
meeting and has invited the 
commission to discuss its plans 
with residents.

Margaret Adams, new 
chairwoman of Ardchattan 
Community Council, said: ‘The 
major concern is safety.  The 
forest is directly behind my own 
house and that of my neighbours 
so there are questions about that.

Ben Lora 
forest 
concerns

We will do all we 
can to minimise 
any disruption.
Forestry 
Commission 
Scotland

Oban Lifeboat helps ambulance 
staff move injured fisherman

Refurbishment of Invernevis  care 
home to start

Isle of Skye summer school fully subscribed

Community
council to reform 
on Skye

Numbers rise 
at Ceolas music   
event on Uist

Priceless whisky revealed at Islay’s 
Lagavullin distillery

UIG COMMUNITY Council 
on Skye is to reform after 
nominations were received for 
more than half the available 
places.

Five people put their names 
forward for eight seats, just 
enough under Highland Council 
rules. However, Caol will 
remain without a community 
council after too few people 
submitted papers. After last 

councils in the Highlands will 
be operational.

CEOLAS, the Gaelic music 
summer school on South Uist, 
ends tomorrow (Friday) with 
numbers attending up an 

year.
Tutors for the six-day 

programme include Uibhistich 
- Uist natives - Kathleen 
MacInnes, Rona Lightfoot 
and Gillebride MacMillan. 
Lochaber is also well repre-
sented with Ingrid Henderson, 
clarsach, Allan Henderson, 

passing on their skills. In a 
further boost, a feasibility study 
on Ceolas’s plans for a centre in 
traditional music and dance on 
Uist was unveiled at St Peter’s 
Hall in Daliburgh on Tuesday 
night. Consultants Dunira 
Strategy gave a presentation on 

A SCOTTISH Women’s Rural Insti-
tute summer school at Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig, the Gaelic college in Sleat, 
is fully booked, the organisation has 
announced.

Eighty-three members of the SWRI 
will attend the annual event from July 
9-13, where members will learn about 
a range of topics from traditional 
crafts to academic subjects. Classes 

participants will spend time in the 
classroom learning about the plants 
and animals native to Skye. Members 
will then be taken on walking tours  to 
see Skye’s amazing variety of plantlife 
and wildlife.

Members will  have an opportunity 
to learn about the island’s local his-
tory, spanning back to Norse rule and 

the period when it was dominated by 
the clans MacLeod and Donald. 

Classes will also be offered in dance, 
art and sugarcraft as well as bobbin 
lace and the more unusual gold work. 

SWRI national chairman Isobel 
Robertson said: ‘The summer school 
has been a huge attraction because of 
the opportunities offered by some of 
the classes to get out and explore’.

UPGRADING works at a Highland Council-owned care 
home in Fort William are to begin within weeks.

The refurbishment of Invernevis House on Belford Road 
will be underway by early August and could take around 
eight months to complete. 

The contract will involve the upgrade of services with 
external insulation and cladding, new power systems, ad-
ditional lift and biomass heating.

In addition, six new en-suite bedrooms will be constructed 
bringing the total number of bedrooms to 32.

WESTERN Isles MSP Dr Alas-
dair Allan has moved to allay 
fears that the new national police 

the Scottish Parliament will 
mean a loss of local account-
ability.
The passing of the Police and 

Fire Reform Bill last week will 
see Northern Constabulary and 
Highland and Islands Fire and 

Rescue Service incorporated into 
single, all-Scotland services.
Currently the country has eight 

regional police headquarters and 

all with separate administra-
tions. 

The Scottish Government 
undertook the radical streamlin-
ing to trim costs and protect 
frontline posts in response to 

swingeing budget cuts imposed 
by the UK Government.

However, the move has not 
proved universally popular amid 
concerns that associated civilian 

and more paperwork. 
Now that the Bill is law, Dr Al-

lan has asked Justice Secretary 

arrangements for a new local 

Western Isles. 
Dr Allan said: ‘The changes 

which parliament made yes-
terday offer the opportunity to 
provide real local democratic 

services in the islands. 
‘Until now a single police 

authority has covered the whole 

of the north of Scotland, with 
only four elected representatives 
from the Western Isles involved. 

‘Now we have a chance for 
all the islands’ local elected 
representatives to have a more 
direct voice, via a Western Isles 
committee, and ensure that the 
public in the islands continue 
to have outstanding emergency 
services.’ 

FINEST Hebrides produce will be on display in 
Balavanich Hall in Benbecula on Saturday at the 
annual ‘A Taste of the Isles’ food fair.

Uist Development Company event aims to boost 
local food production.

display produce and cooking demonstrations 

tastings will also feature. 
The day will also provide feedback on ambitious 

plans to set up a food processing and retail centre 
on the island.

Neil Campbell of Sustainable Uist told The Oban 
Times: ‘We are investigating the possibility of a 

processing unit on Benbecula which would handle 

up to poultry.
‘We are being driven by the people’s want for 

local produce. The processing unit and possibly 
a retail outlet would mean local food could be 
packed, prepared and purchased in the same place. 
We are looking at potential premises, funding and 
demand.

‘Sustainable Uist is committed to the idea 
of sustainable food sources to cut our carbon 
footprint and create local employment. 

‘The food unit will be part of our market research 
at the event to see what people want. Hopefully it 
will help us in showcasing what we have here.’

Sometime chef Gary Dawes of ND Diving Services on Benbecula cooking up a storm at last year’s 
event.

Food fair serves up a taste of the isles 

THE NEW care centre on Mull will be open in the next three 
months, a meeting of Argyll and Bute Community Health 
Partnership heard.

Mull Progressive Care Centre is due to be handed over by 
contractors on August 13 and then opened to residents on 
September 17.

There will be public open days held at the start of September.

THE PRACTICE nurse at Tobermory surgery has retired after 

London and worked as an RAF nurse. 

donated organs around the country.

time has worked as a district nurse, staff nurse in Dunaros and 
latterly in Tobermory surgery.

In her time at the surgery, she has developed her role as 
practice nurse and has trained up two health care assistants, 
inspiring one of them to take up full time nurse training.

Chris will be ‘sorely missed’ by friends, colleagues and 
patients. 

Her successor will be Shona Reade who is ‘looking forward to 
the challenge’.  

Local councillor Mary-Jean Devon said: ‘Chris is a super 
person, she really cares. Over the years she has been so much 

advisor and a comforter.
‘She walks the extra mile and will be sorely missed. Nothing 

is a bother to her, she goes out of her way to help everyone.’ 

A MULL yachtsman made a special journey to the Clyde this 
Flimm.

John Addy, who stays in Tobermory, took his Loch Long 

The week’s celebrations kicked off on Sunday July 1 with 
a ceremonial parade of sail from Cove Sailing Club across to 
Dunoon and then on to Gourock and Kilcreggan Pier before 
returning to Cove. 

The racing part of the regatta ran Monday to Friday with 

anniversary year.

DUART Castle on the Isle of Mull will play host to a Taynuilt 
based theatre company as it brings the history of castle and clan 
back to life.

The Three Wee Crows will be at the castle on July 8 and 29  
from 12pm as they regale audiences with famous historical 
stories. These include Cromwell’s ships sent to quell the 
Royalists on Duart, unrequited love and the Spanish Armada 
and the marriage of Lachlan Lubanach and Mairi Macdonald.

David Price of Three Wee Crows said: ‘Our aim is to set our 
performances at, or close to, the origin of our stories, an aim 
which will be fully realised at Duart. 

‘Therefore we are delighted to be working with the castle this 
year and extending our list of partnerships in Argyll, growing 
our reach to an even wider audience.’

theatre company and it is hoped the event, free with admission, 
will become part of the castle’s annual summer events 
programme.

be taken aboard Oban Lifeboat 
last Saturday, after ambulance 
staff struggled to bring him 
ashore.

Charmel, fell 
12 feet from the shelter deck 
into the hold while the boat was 
alongside the Railway Pier in 

A PRICELESS bottle of Malt Mill was revealed to whisky 
enthusiasts at Islay’s Lagavulin distillery.

The new-make spirit of a malt thought to have disap-
peared completely, is the main concept behind ‘The Angel’s 

whisky writer Charles MacLean said: ‘This bottle is 
priceless. Malt Mill is legendary and is viewed by many as 

Pipe band summer 
soup lunch
OBAN Pipe Band is hosting 
a summer soup lunch this 
Saturday in the pipe band hall.

It will be held from noon to 
2pm.

Oban. Ambulancemen strapped 
him into a stretcher but were 
unable to bring him onto the 
pier. The lifeboat attended and 
took him aboard before taking 
the man to the lifeboat berth. 

From there, the ambulance 
took him to Lorn and Islands 
Hospital. 

The lifeboat also launched last 

Friday afternoon in response 
to a stricken yacht in danger of 
running aground off Balnagowan 
Island in the Firth of Lorne.

Mhor 
Mischief, with two people 
aboard, had suffered engine 
failure. Lifeboat crew members 
went aboard and set up a tow to 
take her to Linnhe Marine. 

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Got a story for The Oban Times? 

Call our reporters on 01631 

568000 or 01397 703003

There are also questions over 
erosion and rockfall.  

‘Hopefully it will be done over 
the winter as there will be a lot 
of noise and that wouldn’t be 
good for the guest houses.’

A Forestry Commission 
Scotland spokesperson said: ‘We 
do acknowledge that over the 

see an increase in harvesting 
activity in Barcaldine Forest 
but the sites we are currently 
working in are not in the key 
areas for visitors. 

‘These areas have low impacts 
on slope stability therefore we 
do not envisage any real soil 
erosion issues. 

‘The trails are fully open at 
Sutherland’s Grove and there 
is a diversion in place to keep 
the popular walk at Ben Lora 
open during the main holiday 
periods. Saying that, we will, 
of course, do all we can to 
minimise any disruption and 
our staff will be ensuring any 
diversions are clearly marked so 
that we can continue to maintain 
a welcoming environment for 
those visiting the forest. Forestry 
Commission Scotland will 
update the local community on 
proposals to tackle the windblow 
on Ben Lora later in the year.’

Our First Aid Courses
3 Day HSE Approved
2 Day HSE Approved
1 Day HSE Approved
Annual Half Day Updates
Paediatric First Aid
Anaphylaxis Training

All Courses 

enrolling
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Down Your Way

THE WIDOW of former Colonsay special constable Donald 
MacLeod has met with Strathclyde Police’s area commander 
Brian Auld to receive a service medal on his behalf.

Mary MacLeod was at Oban Police Station last Thursday 
to collect the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal from chief 
inspector Auld.

Donald, who had been a special constable on the island for 
more than six years, died in May at the age of 48 after being 
diagnosed with a brain tumour a year before.

On receiving the medal, Mary said: ‘It feels fantastic to have 
this but I just wish he was here to see it.

‘He loved being a special constable; whenever he got a call he 
would be off like a shot. I remember how proud he was after his 
passing out parade.’

Chief inspector Auld described the father-of-three as ‘unique’, 
adding: ‘Donald was an extremely popular man and a great 
asset to Strathclyde Police. He was well respected among his 
peers and colleagues.’

community, not least during his police work. During his time 
of police service he used his own vehicle and never claimed 
expenses.

Oban-based PC Jeremy Moore, who often worked alongside 
Donald, recalled many happy memories in a eulogy to his 
Lewis-born colleague: ‘Donald was known throughout the 
subdivision for his distinctive voice on the radio giving 
controllers in Glasgow a hard time as they tried to cross the 
cultural divide. 

‘Although past Walter’s, across Kiloran and up to Balnahard 
or the smelly beach made perfect sense to me and my col-
leagues in Oban, Glasgow was lost. Don found it very frustrat-
ing that they didn’t understand him but, with his wonderful 
sense of humour, was always quick to turn the joke on them.’

Chief inspector Brain Auld presents the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Medal to Donald MacLeod’s widow, Mary. 15_t27medal01

bronze plate from Beinn nan Gudairean said he has not ruled 
out the possibility it was blown away.

PC Jeremy Moore has searched the surrounding area and 
found two wooden plugs that would have held the plate in place.

He said: ‘I am not discounting the possibility it was blown 
away and I would encourage anyone walking in the area to keep 
an eye in case that is what happened.

‘I would also like to point out that there is such a thing as theft 

plate from its plinth and someone has picked it up and kept it, 
that is an offence.’

Meanwhile, a community effort is being raised to search the 
area for the plate. 

THE ANNUAL ceilidh in aid of Kilchattan Primary School’s 
travel fund will be held this Saturday.

The travel fund makes a huge contribution to the pupils, 
who have recently been on a ski trip and visited Orkney and 
Kilmartin House Museum.

The ceilidh starts at 8.30pm in the village hall.

PUPILS and staff at Kilchattan Primary School said an 

day of school, as she called time in her teaching career.
Everyone at the school said they were sad to see her retire but 

of term.
Art enthusiast Carol was also given money, collected by 

islanders, to buy a piece of art for her home.

Colonsay
ISLANDERS are coming 
to terms with the death of 
Cristall Lutyens in a tragic road 
accident in Appin. 

Cristall was a much-loved, 
enthusiastic member of the 
community who lived at 
Breagha’naluinn for more than 
20 years. Deepest sympathy is 
extended to her family. 

JAPANESE night at the café 
was a great success with 
adventurous diners loving the 
unfamiliar menu. 

Sushi and shashimi beef, 
ramens, katsu curry and 
Japanese-style stir fry, were 
followed by fresh pineapple, 
mango and papaya. Good 
company and good food served 
in style by Beth Campbell made 
for a great night. 

THE FIRST 20 lessons of 
Ulpan beginners’ Gaelic classes 
have come to an end with most 
people keen to take on the 
second 20 lessons next term. 

Everyone agrees that it has 
been challenging but great fun 
and that Ann Maclean Fleming 
has done wonders with her 
pupils. 

The Gaelic café on a Saturday 
is also popular, with Liosachs 
coming along to give Gaelic 
conversation practice. This 
will continue over the holidays. 
Everyone welcome.

WELL done to Shona Wright 
and Sophie King, two primary 
seven pupils from Lismore 

second respectively in the girls’ 
solo singing competition at this 
year’s Oban Provincial Mod.

Sophie sang her solo to 
an appreciative audience at 
the Gaelic café on Saturday. 
Congratulations also to Katy 
Crossan and Ann Maclean 
Fleming, two local members of 
the very successful Gaelic choir 
Atomic Piseag.

LISMORE

There was a full house of teachers, parents and friends at Banavie Primary School for the annual 
end of term prize giving ceremony last Thursday. Certificates were handed out for being a 

responsible pupil, being an effective contributor as well as for excellence in music and sport.
P7 Amy Campbell was given the top award in the school, the endeavour trophy, for her hard work 

throughout her seven years at Banavie. 20_f27banavie01

Banavie school end of term prizegiving

ONE OF Argyll’s smallest primary schools heads into the summer 
holidays celebrating the award of its third Eco Schools Green Flag.

To achieve the award, Ardchattan Primary School’s three pupils 
had to work hard with staff, parents and community volunteers to 
design and create a school and community garden.

The garden now features a willow tunnel, pond, raised beds and 
a poly-tunnel. 

Head teacher Jacqui McLarty said: ‘We’re delighted because 

‘And the poly-tunnel produces the best strawberries in Argyll. 
We served them at our Jubilee tea and they just disappeared!’

Ardchattan Primary School’s pupils celebrate the arrival of its 
third Eco Schools Green Flag. 

ARDCHATTAN

Delight at third Green Flag

Barcaldine Primary School pupils with Scottish triathlon champion Will Wright, from Tiree, who 
gave them an insight into the skills required for a triathlon. Also pictured is Swiss student Charlotte 
Bitto, who visited the school to improve her English and the children’s knowledge of Switzerland.

BARCALDINE

Triathlon champion puts pupils in the picture

Duror Primary and Glencoe pri-
mary children celebrated the 
end of term with prizegiving 
ceremonies last week. Duror 
pupils went to St Adamnan’s 

Church in the village for a 
service led by Rev Adrian 

Fallows. Meanwhile, Glencoe 
youngsters travelled to St 

Mary’s Church for a service led 
by Jeremy Rivers. Both schools 

had prizegiving ceremonies 
after the service with the 

youngsters rewarded for their 
hard work throughout the 

year. Duror primary pupils are 
pictured with their certificates 

after the ceremony.

DUROR AND GLENCOE

KILLIN
A NEW heritage trail through 
the village of Killin has been 
opened to encourage visitors to 
explore the village beyond the 
Falls of Dochart. 

Five interpretation panels 
are located along the length of 
the Main Street as part of an 
initiative to better highlight the 
area’s rich history.

The panels have been 
designed to illustrate landscape, 
architecture and local folklore.

trail to guide visitors along 
the route and expand on these 
themes.  

from local businesses, tourist 

information centres and Loch 
Lomond and Trossachs National 

Callander.  
They can be downloaded from 

the Killin Conservation Area 
Regeneration Scheme (CARS) 
web page at www.loch-lomond-
trossachs.org or by scanning 
the code on the panels to smart 
phones.

Some of the interesting 
features of the trail include the 
evolution of the rich mix of 
building styles in the village, 
stories of local people who 
helped shape it and the legends 
that abound in and around 
Killin. Photographs taken 
by the children from Killin 
Primary School are featured. 
The heritage trail is part of 

CARS which is jointly funded 
by Loch Lomond and Trossachs 
National Park and Historic 
Scotland. Stirling Council also 
made a donation to the project.

The recent closure of the 
Breadalbane Folklore Centre 
means that the Heritage Trail 
is particularly important and 
will provide the many visitors 
to Killin with a permanent 
and easily accessible source of 
information on the history and 
development of the village.  

Much of the story and history 
of Killin and its place in the 
wider landscape can be told 
through its buildings and 
their uses over the years. The 
interpretation boards and the 
accompanying booklet will 
encourage visitors to walk 
through the village from one 
end to the other and perhaps 
persuade them that it is worth 
staying a little longer in the area 
or returning at a future date to 
explore further the wonderful 
heritage and surrounding 
landscape.

KILLIN Youth Group will 
travel to Abernethy’s Christian 
Adventure Centre next month.

For more than 40 years 
Abernethy’s Christian 
Adventure Centres have 
provided activity holidays for 
young people and families.  Last 
year’s Abernethy Adventure 
week was a great success, 
followed by a week away for 
Killin Youth group.

This year’s adventure week for 
eight to 17-year-olds will take 
place from July 30 to August 
3. Families of participants are 
invited to a beach barbecue 
and sailing session. This year 

there will also be a kayak 
school for Killin Youth group 
in partnership with Firbush, 
Edinburgh University’s Field 
Studies Centre. 

This year Ardeonaig and 
Ardtalanaig Community 
Association is fundraising on 
its behalf.

PEDESTRIAN complaints that 
drivers don’t take notice of a 

BENDERLOCH

zebra crossing in Benderloch 
have resulted in calls for action 
from Ardchattan Community 
Council.

The group has written to 
Scotland TranServ to request 
new lights and better road 
markings in the lead up to 
the crossing to make it more 
apparent to motorists.

There are no signs indicating 
the presence of a crossing and 
the community council has 

LOCHYSIDE

Lochyside RC Primary pupils gathered in the school hall with 
parent, teachers and friends for a prizegiving ceremony to mark 

the end of the school year. Head teacher Violet Smith handed 
out the awards, including the citizenship award for P7 Charis 

Sneddon.  Mrs Smith said: ‘Charis has been extremely proactive 
in the school, always doing her best for others.’ Pictured are 

the P7s who left the school last week with prizewinners: Corran 
Wineberg, front, eco award; Charis Sneddon, front, citizenship 
award. Lucy Groundwater, back, personal development award, 

and Martin MacKinnon, back, Mr Wilson Trophy – school 
ambassador.

Prize pupils celebrate

Youngsters at Ballachulish Nursery English and Gaelic Mediums 
and St Bride’s Nursery enjoyed their own Olympic games 

recently. A large crowd of parents, families and friends gathered 
at Ballachulish Village Hall to enjoy several different events, 

including an egg and spoon race and a sack race relay.
The children are pictured with their medals after the event.

BALLACHULISH

Next week:
Isle of Lismore

NEWSDESK 
01631 568000
01397 703003

ISLAY LETTER

Lifeboat 
presentations
TWO OF the island’s lifeboat 
personnel were honoured at 
a reception and presentation 
in Ionad Chaluim Chille Ìle 
on June 27.

Coxswain David MacLel-
lan received the RNLI’s 
silver badge acknowledging 
his long service to the Port 
Askaig-based lifeboat. 

This was handed over 
by Captain Malcolm T 
Anderson, former chairman 
of the branch management 
committee.

Captain Anderson was also 
on the receiving end, having 
been presented with the 

marking his outstanding 
chairmanship of the commit-
tee for more than 10 years and 
his dedicated membership of 
the management committee 
for 20 years. 

This was presented to his 
predecessor by the current 
chairman Hamish Camp-
bell. 

The former chairman’s 
contribution was also 
recognised by the crew and 
committee members and 
fund raising representatives 
who presented him with a 
mounted clock as a token of 
their appreciation. 

I was delighted to make 
this presentation in my 

the island lifeboat. 

Captain Malcolm T Anderson, right, presents Islay lifeboat 
coxswain David MacLellan with the RNLI’s silver badge for 

long service. Photograph by Islay Studio.

Hospital gift
ISLAY Hospital has received 
a 1-stat machine which will 
immediately provide blood 
testing facilities for acutely 
ill patients and  will enable 
medical staff to deal with 
such cases more effectively.

Making the acquisition 
possible was the generosity 
of the brethren from Lodge 
Kildalton 552, the Port Ellen 
Masonic Lodge, which is 
currently in abeyance.

Before the lodge closed its 
doors a number of monetary 
gifts were distributed to 
local worthy causes and the 
hospital staff are among 
those included in the free 
masons’  largesse.

Musicians retire
TWO LOCAL musicians 
who have provided dance 

music on the island for close 
on 60 years have decided to 
call it a day.

Accordionist Zena 
MacMillan has been an 
integral part of the island’s 
music scene since she and 
her late drummer husband 

Band of happy memory. 
This evolved into the Islay 
Accordion and Fiddle Band 
and continued to be led by 
Zena who still found time 
to share her musical abilities 
with box playing  island 
youngsters. 

is Ropan Shaw who has been 
providing sprightly jigs, 
strathspeys and reels for 
avid dancers since the early 
1950s.

We salute the Port Ellen-
based musicians who have 
both enlivened the local social 

scene and were also happy 
to share their talents further 

hard; enjoy your well-earned 
retirement.   

Lectern 
dedication
A NEW lectern, now grac-
ing the beautiful sanctuary 
at Portnahaven Church of 
Scotland, was dedicated at a 
special service in the Rhinns 
church before a large and 
grateful congregation last 
month.

The dedication was carried 
out by the Rev Lindsay Risby 
who is presently acting as 
locum in the vacant northern 
parishes. The new lectern 
was designed and  crafted in 
oak by Jack Build Islay and 
a number of the involved 
craftsmen attended the 
dedication. The attractive 
Portnahaven church opened 
for worship in 1828 and is 
widely regarded as being 
among the best surviving 
examples of the Thomas 
Telford ‘Parliamentary’ 
churches in the country.

Silver wedding
THERE was a party atmos-
phere at the Highlands in 
Bowmore on July 3 when 
Iain and Mairi MacArthur 
celebrated  25 years of happy 
marriage. Everyone con-
gratulates the ‘silver couple’ 
and hope you had yourselves 
a ball. Slàinte mhath!
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 
Tel: 01496 810658

HIGH SCHOOL pupils 
from Tobermory and Tiree 
joined together recently for a 
European trip to remember.

France
Students from S3 and S4 

took in the sights of the 
Stade de France, Notre 
Dame and the Musée 
d’Orsay when they visited 
Paris and Ypres.

The group even managed 
to climb to the top of the 
Arc de Triomphe where they 
enjoyed views of the French 
capital before travelling to 
Ypres.

Belgium
In Belgium they made the 

obligatory stop at a choco-
late shop before taking time 
to remember the events and 

War.
Overnight rain meant the 

visit to the trenches was a 
muddy experience giving 
a little taste of what trench 
warfare was like. 

And at Langemark Ger-
man Cemetery students 
followed in the footsteps of 
WW1 veteran Harry Cross 
and laid a wreath. 

At the Menin Gate and in 
Tynecot British Cemetery 

names of those from Mull 
and Tiree who are com-
memorated there.  

Remembrance 
The group held their own 

act of remembrance, read-
ing out their own thoughts 
and feelings followed by the 
naming of the dead.

The names of all those 
from Mull and Tiree who 

from the First World War to 
Afghanistan were read out.

Wreaths were laid on 
behalf of the respective 
communities and a two 
minute silence ended with 
Glenn Denavan playing the 
Flowers of the Forest on the 
pipes.   

The students stopped to admire the Eiffel Tower. 

Island students tour Europe
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Lochnell School Nursery in Benderloch held a graduation ceremony for its four and five-year-olds who are leaving the nursery this summer and heading into primary 
one in August. They were presented with a gift from nursery teachers Jane Campbell and Sheila Davies as well as a folder with examples of their activities from their 

time at the nursery. They  are pictured with their P6 buddies who will help them integrate into the primary school. 16_t26lochnell02

Smiles all round at Lochnell School Nursery graduation day 

PARENTS and residents in 
Kilchrenan were invited to the 
school’s end of term open day 
when head teacher Graham 
Dickie told of the school’s 
achievements in the last year.

The pupils gave a lively 
performance of street dance and 
a demonstration of forest safety. 

Some of the Kilchrenan pupils demonstrate Street Dance.

School projects were on display 
and each pupil was allocated a 
desk to explain to the visitors 
the work they had achieved.

Mr Dickie and the pupils 
thanked everyone who had 
helped in any way in the smooth 
running of Kilchrenan Primary 
School.

THE WHOLE community 
on Canna – not to mention a 
few people who were staying 
on the island and were under 
the mistaken impression they 
were on holiday – turned out 
to dig a trench last Sunday, 
to lay the cable for our new 
Hebnet internet system. 

The weather was kind, the 
midges stayed away and the 
atmosphere was jolly – so 
jolly that the whole 500 metres 
of cable was buried by 2pm, 
when the expectation was 
to get just half of it done in 
a day. That’s what you call 
community spirit!

NO SOONER had they 
downed spades on the cable 
laying, Canna’s farmers Gerry 
and Murdo picked up their 

End of term open day success

Canna Criomagan

KILCHRENAN

shears and began the arduous 
job of sheep shearing – which 
must be the cause of the 
change in weather on the 
Small Isles. 

can now be seen shivering 

eyeing their fat, woolly lambs 
enviously.

ON WEDNESDAY, Canna 
was visited by a delegation 
from Rum Primary School, 
who’d come to meet the farm’s 
pet animals. 

Two orphaned lambs and 
one calf are being reared by 
hand, so it gave the children a 
chance to get up close to some 
tame farm animals. 

It makes a change from deer, 
probably...

Canna volunteers busy laying the internet cable.

ISLAY
THE FESTIVAL of the Sea will 
return to Port Ellen Green this 
year between July 6 and 8.

The event promises to be a 

taking place both on shore and 
on the water. 

Booking is open for the 
Stramash Sailing Experience 
and Hebridean Pursuits’ 
coasteering excursions. Places 
are available for children and 
adults this year. Please contact 
Kirsten on 300579 or email 
kirsten-ldo@btconnect.com to 
reserve a place.  

If local businesses or 
organisations haven’t yet 
booked a stall, there may still be 
space available. Please contact 
Emma McGeachy on 302387. 

ALONG with its series of 
chamber music concerts in Islay 

Cantilena Festival on Islay will 
offer four days of art workshops 
for children based on the theme 
of composer Saint Saens’ 
‘Carnival of the Animals.  

Children will have the chance 
to make their own carnival 
masks inspired by the charac-
teristics of animals expressed 
in the music. The workshops 
are free, open to children of all 
ages and will be run as drop-in 
sessions between 10am and 
2pm. Children under eight years 
old must be accompanied by an 
adult.  

The workshops started on 
Tuesday July 3 in Morrison 
Court, Bowmore, and yesterday 
(Wednesday July 4) the venue 
was Main Street, Port Charlotte. 
There is still time to go along 
today (Thursday July 5) in 
Northbay, Port Ellen, and Friday 
July 6 at Jura Hotel, Craighouse. 
Look out for the carnival tent. 

THIS year saw the highest 
entry from Port Charlotte at the 
island’s local Mòd.

A total of 30 pupils took 
part, including Port Charlotte 
Primary’s new Gaelic choir, 
conducted and tutored by 
Bronwen Currie. 

Now every primary school 
in Islay has a children’s Gaelic 
choir.

KILCHOAN is gearing up for 
one of its biggest days of the 
year, the annual agricultural and 
sports show.

In addition to the usual 
sheep competitions, a poultry 
competition has been added to 
the show. 

Other events including a road 

KILCHOAN

ARISAIG
THE GROUP looking to set 
up a safe walking route for 
children heading to Arisaig 
Primary School have agreed a 
plan which will see pedestrians 
sharing some of the roadway 

The school lies along a narrow 
road from the village which 
currently has no pavement. The 
route, which is only 3.5metres 
wide at points, has hard rock at 
one side limiting possibilities 
for increasing the width. 

The planned path would have 
a ‘drop-down’ kerb to allow 
cars and pedestrians to share the 
extra surface, with the pathway 
marked off by white lines and 
walkers having the right of way.

The plan also includes two 
passing places on the road and 
new footpaths for nearby Canon 
Gillies Place. The plans will be 
presented to locals at a public 
meeting.

CARERS in rural Stirling are 

support service from Callander 
Medical Practice.

Katy White, unpaid carer 

on hand throughout the area to 
offer information, advice and 

accessing community services.
Her services to unpaid 

impartial, ensuring all unpaid 
adult carers are supported 
emotionally, physically and 

For more information, phone 
01786 447003, 07546 245719 or 
email info@stirlingcarers.co.uk. 

CELEBRATING their 26th 
anniversary, this year’s 
Callander Highland Games 
promises to be a treat, with a 
host of exciting competitors 
lined up to compete across the 
two-day event – including the 
return of the hill race.

Starting on July 28, the games 
is one of the few remaining to 
spread the heavy events across 
both days. 

The result is a greater physical 
demand on the competitors, 
ensuring a much more thrilling 
contest to determine the 

CALLANDER

SKYE and Lochalsh Sports 
Council’s meeting in Plockton 
hall on June 18 saw Drew Miller 
elected as vice chairman. 

June Sanderson, Lochalsh 
schools co-ordinator gave her 
report and then announced 
it was her last meeting as 
she is retiring in September. 
Next meeting is in Portree on 
September 24.

Sailing at Plockton on 
Saturday June 23 saw nine 

centreboards - race in the 
Plockton Hotel Stakes. 1 
Sam Catchpole, Wayfarer; 2 
Michael Hay, Nan; 3 Alexander 
MacKenzie, Seaforth; 4 Neil 
MacRae, Rona. 

After the race a social evening 
was held in Plockton Hotel, 
which donated the prizes.

Joanna MacLean, of 7 
Ceann an Uib, Plockton, who 
every year plants vegetables 

Blythswood, raised £660 for 
the charity through sales of 
produce.             CM MacRae

PLOCKTON

race, junior sports, a pets parade 
and heavy events, will be held 
throughout the day. The show 
will be held at Kilchoan Playing 
Field on Friday July 20, starting 
at 9.30am.

winners.
Among those set to compete 

this year is current world caber 
tossing champion and world 
number one highland games 
athlete, Gregor Edmunds. The 
Glaswegian, who last year 
broke the long-standing Scottish 
Highland Games Association 
world record for 28lb weight 
throwing by recording a 
distance of 95 feet 10 inches 
- exceeding the previous record 
by an astonishing 3’5 - will 
face tough competition though. 
Poland’s Sebastian Wenta, a 
former Polish shot put cham-
pion, three time highland world 
champion and runner up in 
2007’s World’s Strongest Man, 
will be joined by countryman 
Lucas Wenta in challenging 
for top spot.  Lorn Coultard, 

Highland Games Champion, 
will fancy his chances, as will 
Dutchman Hans Lokema – his 
country’s current champion. 
The women’s competition is 
sure to offer plenty of thrills 
too. Adrienne Blewitt is a 
four time all Americam shot 
put  champion, two time all 
American discus champion and 
current World Highland Games 
champion.  The favourite, she 
will have to see off challenges 
from the likes of Scotland’s 

Stacey Wilson, 2009 Under 23 
champion in hammer, shot put 
and discus, and AnnekeBouma, 
Holland’s Dutch Highland 
Games champion.

Meanwhile, the Callander 
Highland Games Hill Race was 
last run a decade ago, when 
the foot and mouth disease 
outbreak forced it to stop. Now, 
courtesy of Callander Sport and 
Adventure Project, supported 
by the Round Table and Killin 
Mountain Rescue, it is back, 
with a new 10k route.  

For more information on the 
games or tickets, see the website 
at callanderhighlandgames.
co.uk.

THE TROSSACHS morning 
market was held on Saturday 
June 23 at Callander Kirk Hall.

Stalls included baking, 
bric-a-brac, DVDs, jewellery 
and plants.

Cowal

Workshop
Fiddle Music 

for ages 7-70+ 
in the Cowal Area 

since 1988
Hosts of the Mod 

Fiddlers’ Rally 2012
Spring Concert 

each year

Fiddle

ALIVE &KICKING
Traditional Music

in the west highlands
SUMMER’S here and the 
best of the west’s musicians 
will be taking to the stage 
to help generate a party 
atmosphere throughout the 
Highlands.

Famed for its ceilidh 
occasions, the West High-
lands has also given rise 
to a number of bands in 
various musical styles.

on the boom in traditional 
music has been the National 
Centre of Excellence in Tra-
ditional Music in Plockton.

Stars of the future
Well known bands, such 

as Bodega and Manran have 
roots in the school and the 
next stars of the future will 
be on display during the 
school’s 2011 tour.

This year’s tour will take 
in Glasgow and Stirling, 
with shows at the Scottish 
Music Centre, St. Andrew’s 
In The Square, and the 
Tolbooth. 

It is hoped that one other 
date will be added before 
the tour concludes with the 

High School.

The concerts will feature 
the 24 students in six 
bands, and as an ensemble 

-
ing accordion, clarsach, 

and Gaelic song.
Workshops

All of the youngsters are 
multi-talented and are not 
restricted to playing purely 
traditional instruments, so 
there really is something 
for everybody in the show.

The students will also do 
schools workshops as part 

of the tour.
Inshriach House, Avie-

more, will host the Insider 
Festival between June 17 
– 20, which will have a 

as traditional band Lau, 
which features Seil’s Aidan 
O’Rourke, are playing and 
curating the stages for the 
Sunday.

Tiree Music Festival

year, the Tiree Music Fes-
tival is back and is aiming 
to be a record breaking 
one. An hour-long Strip the 

Willow will be attempted 
to get the event, and the 
island, into the Guinness 
Book of World Records.

But what about the 
music? Celtic rockers 
Wolfstone headline and 
there will be appearances 
by Pearl and the Puppets, 
X-Factor favourites The 
MacDonald Brothers, 
Skerryvore, Manran and 
the Brian Hughes Band.

Disconnect Festival
One of Argyll’s most 

popular pubs, in one of 
the county’s most popular 
destinations, will see the 
Disconnect Festival at the 
George Hotel, Inveraray 
on the last weekend of Au-
gust. Drop by to see some 
impressive acoustic sets.

Sessions
Mull Theatre in To-

bermory has music and 
drama to offer throughout 
June and July, including 
Abba tribute act Dancing 
Queen. 

CDs: ‘Dùsgadh’  and ‘Fiere’ 
available  from
www.joydunlop.com

JOY DUNLOP
Gaelic
singer

Gaelic
tutor

Scottish
step
dancer

Good luck to the 
Aidan O’Rourke Quintet, 
playing our London 
Olympiad commission,
at the Southbank Centre
on the 14th July!
www.antobar.co.uk 01688 302211

As well as all this, pubs 
and venues throughout the 
area will be laying on gigs 
and good times, whether it 
be a ticketed concert or a 
‘session’, where musicians 
meet up to play what-
ever tune takes their fancy. 
However you experience 
music in the West High-
lands this summer, it is 
sure to a memorable one. 

All types of work 
carried out, tuning, 

maintenance and 
valuations on pianos, 

harpsichords and small 
chamber organs.

Harpsichord hire 
also available

Quality friendly service 
- distance no object

Tel: 07970 443 456

Allan R Wright
Piano Tuner
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Across
7 Ace place? (6)
8 Bandage (6)
9 Undulating (4)
10 Force (8)
11 Snake (7)
13 Belittle (5)
15 Affirm (5)
17 Divine (7)
20 Leader to the secretaries? (8)
21 Bit of kindling (4)
22 Selling a pardon (6)
23 Improve (6)

Down
1 Vulgar person (6)
2 Contradict (4)
3 Scottish greeting (7)
4 One who puts you in your place (5)
5 Not too bad (8)
6 Small garments (6)
12 Drinking (8)
14 From A to B (7)
16 The minutiae (6)
18 Display (6)
19 Type of alcohol (5)
21 Bolted (4)

Alan
Cochrane

THE DAILY TELEGRAPH’S 
SCOTTISH EDITOR

I HAVE seen the future of the Scottish countryside – and it 
works. It requires an incredible amount of boodle but there are 
many signs all over the place that men (and women) with the 
wherewithal are prepared to sink it in what used to be called the 
black hole of Scottish sporting estates.

All over Scotland there are indications that estates are 
changing hands for not just ‘new’ money but also big money. 
The trend seems to be that the buyers are those who make 
money out of money – the fund managers, hedge fund experts 
and the like have been buying estates from long-established and 
in many cases ‘old-fashioned’ landowners.

And not just buying them to look at the scenery, either. In 
most cases they’re ploughing that new money into their new 
acquisitions. 

I recently had a walk up to the top of a glen in the North East, 
to an estate that recently changed hands and I was literally stag-
gered by what was going on. The estate in question had always 
appeared to be well run and in good order, with handsome 
buildings that were generally in good repair. Now it resembles 
a new town: there were workmen in hard hats everywhere and 
there must have been a dozen Portakabins providing everything 
from sustenance (one was labelled ‘canteen’) to meeting rooms 
(another sign said ‘conference room’).

Earth-moving equipment was ten-a-penny and there were 
temperature-controlled garages for the estate vehicles, a good half 
dozen brand new Land Rovers and Argocats that gleamed in the 
sunshine. The old larder, where I’d deposited a brace of stags a 
couple of years ago, was being demolished to make way for a brand 
new version.

Previously employing two full-time keepers/stalkers, the 
estate now has six in residence and the head keeper has recently 
been interviewing for the position of full-time dry-stane dyker. 
Full-time! Oh yes, and there’s to be a full-time handyman as 
well. There are plans for them to be housed in brand-spanking 
new homes where they’re employed. An ancient ruin is also 
being carefully restored and renovated – and all this from the 
deep pockets of a man who’d never shouldered a shotgun until 
he bought this piece of Scotland.

Personally, I think this is fantastic news for our countryside. 

came this particular glen’s way about 200 years ago. Then, the 
successful businessman second son of the local earl moved 
up country to improve the estate, building an impressive farm 
house, a comfortable manse for the minister and generally 
improving the quality of the workers’ houses.

As I intimated earlier, this is not an isolated purchase and if 

we might call ‘traditional’ landowners, it is about whether the 
newcomers have the stickability needed to see out the troubles that 
might well come their way. In particular, as astute businessmen 
there is the question of whether they have the patience to play it 
long whilst awaiting a decent return on all their investment. The 
only way they’ll get that return is by increasing their cash crop 
– grouse.

An all-out attempt to increase grouse numbers almost inevita-

– the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds. Heavy-handed 
mass raids, instigated by the RSPB, have already caused one 

bought and invested massively in his North East estate – to 
consider selling up and clearing off back to London. 

Owning land in Scotland has always been a ludicrously 
controversial pastime. The sizeable inward investment currently 
under way in estate ownership would be widely welcomed in any 
other business, a fact that First Minister Alex Salmond now seems 
to accept, judging from a speech that he made recently to the AGM 
of Scotland’s lairds.

Scotland’s countryside is one of our glories but it needs new 
money to enable those who live there to make a living. 

This week’s flashback photograph features the Argyll and Bute Athletic Football team circa 1970. Back row: Peter Campbell; Kenny 
Rowan; JDS MacGregor; Donnie MacVicar; Dugald MacGilp; Norman Willan and Jimmy Simpson. Front: Norman Lamont; Iain 

MacDoanld; Ronny MacCallum; Norman MacDonald; Ian Houston Brown and Iain Gillies. The mascot is Andrew Willan . Prints or 
emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a 

stamped addressed envelope.

Argyll and Bute Athletic 
Football team circa 1970

Piping Live 2012 
IT IS not long to go now until 
Piping Live. 

The event starts on Monday 
August 6 and runs until 
Sunday August 12 and the full 
programme is now available 
although more events may still 
be added.  

During the next few 
weeks I shall attempt to 
pick out highlights from the 
programme which contains 
something for the whole 
family: performances of pipe 
music from around the world, 
as you would expect, at the 
heart of the  festival but also a 
selection of talks, exhibitions, 
family fun, food, drink, crafts 
and a late night festival club.  

The website is www.
pipinglive.co.uk or Facebook 
and Twitter (@Piping Live) to 
get the latest updates.  

The festival is looking 
for pipers to help create the 
World’s Biggest Pipe-a-Long, 
a hunt which started last year.  

On the above website, 
festival director Roddy 
MacLeod can be accessed 
playing the pipe-a-long 
tune, When the Pipers Play, 

themselves playing this same 
piece of music hopefully at 
a location which will show 
that piping is indeed a global 
community.  

The music is also available 
on the website and videos in 

emailed to info@wire-media.
co.uk

Traditional arts 
collaboration
THE TRADITIONAL Music 
Forum, the Scottish Storytell-
ing Forum and the newly 
formed Traditions of Dance 
Forum have collaborated to 
form TRACS which stands for 
Traditonal Arts and Culture 
Scotland.  

While developments are 
still at an early stage, it has 
been constituted as a Scottish 
Incorporated Charity and will 
be chaired by Gary West. The 
forums are co-operating to 
provide accommodation and 
administration from existing 
resources and Creative 
Scotland has provided a 
modest pilot grant. 

TRACS will have four aims. 

more collaboration between 
the art-forms and languages, 
including Scots and Gaelic, 
the second to share core 
resources and reduce costs in 
areas such as administration 
and publicity and to ensure 
effective communication, 
the third to lobby for more 
support for the arts and 

discussion.

Testimonial music 
concerts
AS SUPPORT to the family of 
Ken Caird, currently unwell 

and who for years was heavily 
involved in the traditional 
music scene as the driving 
force behind the New Dawn 
and Star Clubs in Glasgow, 
a group of his many friends 
has organised two concerts in 
St Andrew’s in the Square on 
Saturday July 28, one at 2pm 
and the other at 7.30pm.  

The full programmes have 

feature Sheena Wellington, 
the Adam McCulloch Trio, Ian 
Bruce, Adam McNaughton, 
Alex Frickleton on video, 
Christine Bovill and Clova 
while in the evening it will be 
Dick Gaughan, the Moonshin-
ers, Wendy Weatherby, 
Gordeanna McCulloch, the 
Second Hand Marching Band 
and Arthur Johnstone and 
Stars Band.  

Paul McKenna and his Band 
have also just been added to 
the line-up but as yet I am 
not sure for which of the two 
concerts.  

Tickets, £12.50, are available 
from www. ticketsoup.com.   

Luss Highland 
Games
THIS year’s Luss Highland 
Games will take place this 
Saturday, July 7. 

The Chieftain, Sir Malcom 
Colquhoun, together with the 
Helensburgh and District Pipe 
Band, will lead the procession, 
leaving Luss Car Park at 
10.45am and walking to Luss 
Pier prior to proceeding to the 
Games Field for the opening 
ceremony.  

The games have taken place 
every year, except for the 
years of World Wars 1 and 
2, and have a location which 
is second to none for such an 
event.  

The main activities will 
run until 5pm with ample car 
parking available.

Diary dates
Thursday July 5: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Jake Cogan 
Band.
Wednesday July 11: Summer 
Ceilidh,Tolbooth, Stirling, 
8pm.
Thursday July 12: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Adam McCul-
loch Band.

Pub scene
MUSIC in the Park Bar this 
weekend will be provided 
by Gunna Sound on Friday, 
Scott Harvey on Saturday and 
Nicky McMichan on Sunday 
while in the Islay Inn it will 
be Black Velvet on Friday and 
Parting Glass on Saturday. 

Both establishments 
have jamming sessions on 
Thursday evenings and in the 
Islay Inn music workshops on 
Monday evenings.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Lambs and sea 
eagles
Sir,
Examination of the information 
available from the Scottish 
Natural Heritage (SNH) website 
indicates that all the lambs taken 
by sea eagles were alive and 
healthy at the point of capture.

Though this statement appears 
to contradict what Ron Macdon-
ald of SNH has been reported as 
saying in this publication and 
others, my understanding of the 
results from the 2007 Gairloch 
study and the 2003 Mull study 
as given by SNH is that none 
of the lambs found at sea eagle 
nests sites could be shown to 
have been carrion.

Bert Leitch has stated quite 
clearly that lamb numbers on 
Mull’s hill farms have decreased 
as sea eagle numbers on Mull 
have increased. 

If the results of the 2003 study 
of sea eagles on Mull are inter-
preted as 25 per cent of the lambs 

as is the case with 100 per cent of 
the lambs in the Gairloch study, 
then in fact up to 100 per cent of 
the lambs in and around the Mull 
nests could have been alive.

This explains the Mull hill 
farmers’ experience of declining 
lamb numbers as there is an ab-
sence of any other explanation.

If I am wrong, then SNH and 
the Royal Society for the Protec-
tion of Birds (RSPB) need to be 
frank and clear about how they 
have reached their stated conclu-
sions.

Without this information 

about why the number of viable 
lambs has decreased as sea eagle 
numbers have increased.

I think it would be a very dark 
day for Scotland if truth was 
being suppressed to promote 
the interests of one group over 
another.
Tim Barnes, Rhemore, 
Drimnin, Morvern. 

Proposed tower 
house to be 
welcomed
Sir,
I was  interested to read The 
Oban Times article about the 
proposed new tower house near 
Kilmelford.  

Some comments sent to the 
planners were quoted. They call 
it a ‘monument folly’. Well, what 

is wrong with that if you can live 
comfortably inside? They said 
it was ‘out of keeping with the 
traditions and culture of the west 
coast’ while, in fact, the design 
has roots in the tower houses at 
Barcaldine and Stalker

Then the design is called a 
‘conspicuous fake that would 
provoke confusion and con-
tempt’. Well it is clear who is 
confused.

So rarely in Argyll do we see 
anyone with enough resources 
to produce a unique and intrigu-
ing house and, as an inhabitant 
of the Kilmelford community, 
I am writing in support of the 
application being approved. It 
is rare that anyone can afford 
to build any house in Argyll 
that is anything but bottom line 
design, their proportions being 
determined by manufactured 
items such as a sheet of plaster-
board or plywood or chipboard, 
rather than the natural and hu-
man-related golden mean which 
is universally satisfying to the 
human eye.  

The ‘mean’ was the design 
discipline used by the working 
masons who built so many of 
the houses of Argyll between 
1700 and 1850, houses which 
appear regularly in paintings 
and calendars, appealing to the 
popular eye.  

A local planner once told me 
me that 18th century design was 
inappropriate to Argyll, he not 
realising that those proportions 
were the basis of most older 
houses in the county.  We should 
cheer that even if I am a renter 
who cannot afford to build my 
own house today, someone 
can afford to build the kind of 
house that has roots in Argyll 
structures such as Barcaldine, 
Carnasarie or Kilmartin and is 
as much a (buzz word) ‘pastiche’ 

Ardanaseig.  I for one would be 
delighted to have it in my view.  
I realise that tastes vary, but it is 
about time there was some crea-
tive and unique building allowed 
in Argyll to enliven the scene.
Diarmid Campbell, Kilchoan 
Farmhouse, Kilmelford.

Armed Forces      
Day success
Sir,

May I take this opportunity to 
thank everyone who attended, 
helped or donated towards The 
Lochgilphead Armed Forces 
Day on June 23.

Despite the inclement weather 
the marches were well supported 

by the public and it is hoped 
everyone enjoyed the day. 

Next year we are holding 
the Lochgilphead Armed Forces 
Day on Saturday June 22.

Once again many, many thanks 
to everyone who helped make 
this such a success
Betty Rhodick, secretary.

Get set for 
‘whitewash’ 
inquiry
Sir
Just how many individuals, bank-

from the banking misdemeanors 
over the past years?

Those rogue traders of the 
City of London, who may be 
responsible for this crisis, are 
now being brought to account 
thanks to Westminster parlia-
mentarians.

It would also be interesting 
for the public to know, just how 
many of our ‘well heeled ‘ mem-
bers of the houses of Commons 
and Lords have also indirectly 

-
dling of the ‘rate riggers’

I may be cynical, but one 
should stand by for another 
‘whitewash’ inquiry.
Bob Harper, Anstruther, Fife.

Against salmon 
farm expansion
Sir,
In 2010 the Norwegian Govern-
ment, citing devastation caused 
by sea lice from salmon farms 
to the marine ecosystem and the 
communities whose livelihoods 
depend on it, slammed on the 
brakes to further salmon farm 
expansion. 

Unfortunately the Scottish 
Government, behind the curve 
in this respect, has its foot still 
glued to the accelerator. 

Some days ago the following 
written question was put to the 
First Minister, hoping to alert 
him to the terrible cost of sea 
cage salmon farming:

‘Staffa, Iona, and the Tresh-
nish Isles comprise world-class 
cultural, historical, wildlife and 
wild land values which have 
been canvassed as Unesco World 
Heritage Sites. 

‘Argyll and Bute Council 
are considering plans for 
massive new salmon farms at 
Gometra in Loch Staffa and 
Ardmeanach in Loch Scridain.
‘Salmon farming has been 
described as an environmental 
tragedy, given its degradation of 

the marine environment and of 
salmon, sea trout, seal and ce-
tacean populations, eg Costello 
(2009), Ford et al. (2008), Booth 
(2010). 

‘By Scottish Government 

Surveys, 2000 and 2010, over 
900 people Scotland-wide are 
directly employed full time, 
and no jobs have been created 
since 1986, in sea cage salmon 
production. 

‘By way of comparison, the 
number directly employed 
in Scottish tourism is over 
200,000. 

‘Does the First Minister agree 
that the salmon industry’s ambi-
tious expansion plans threaten 

gold’ to fragile and remote rural 
areas dependent on the pristine 
marine environment, causing 
a net loss of employment we 
cannot afford, above all in these 
interesting times.’
Roc Sandford, Gometra. 

Dangerous trailer
Sir,

Last Wednesday, June 27, I 
got off the bus at the roundabout 
stop on Soroba Road, Oban. 

As I walked back towards the 
roundabout, a Range Rover ap-
proached from the Soroba end, 
horn blaring. He was towing a 
trailer, one axle of which was 
leaving a trail of sparks. The 
wheel from the trailer was head-
ing in my direction.

I didn’t know which way it 
would go if it hit the kerb so I 
stood still, hoping to step aside 
if it came at me.

It very nearly worked, but the 
wheel glanced off my left shin 
and headed for a bush from 
where it rebounded and rolled 
slowly to a stop in the road. 

I picked up the wheel and took 
it to the driver who had brought 
his vehicle and trailer into the 
bus stop. It seemed to be a four-
wheeled trailer but the two on 
the near side were missing.

asked. ` No I lost that yesterday,’ 
he replied. I left slightly bemused. 
It was only divine providence 
and my left foot that prevented 
the wheel from careering down 
Soroba Road, all the way to 
Oban High School, causing who 
knows what damage.

 A trailer in good order can 
lose a wheel – that’s bad luck 
– but to tow a trailer with only 
three wheels is both stupid and 
criminal.
George Doyle, Easdale.

Times Diary

THEY may have been on the 
end of a 14-0 thumping in their 

but you can’t say the village 
doesn’t have a sense of humour 
about it. 

This poster of congratulations 

week attempted to put a positive 
spin on their heavy defeat. 

OUR THANKS to Mr Cameron 
of Fort William who tells us 
that he and a small band of  
pensionable age compadres 
recently decided to make a 
Saturday ‘day oot’ and travelled 
to Spean Bridge, via several 
local hostalries, to view the 
Olympic Torch on its passage 
up the Great Glen towards 

Inverness. Unfortunately, they 
proved less than impressed. 
The general comment was: 
‘If we’d wanted to spend the 
afternoon watching a running 
man in a tracksuit being chased 
by a bunch of polis, we’d have 
stayed in Fort William.’ 

AN ELDERLY lady in 
Inverness recently witnessed 
a stranger enter her near 
neighbour’s house while the 
neighbour was on holiday and 
promptly telephoned the police.

However, by the time police 

reappeared carrying with 
several items in black bags 

which were then placed in the 
back of a waiting van. And the 
vehicle made off at speed.

The lady gave a very detailed 
description of the man she had 
seen. Two days later she was 
asked to attend a local police 
station where she was shown 
an artist’s impression based 
on her description. There were 
front, left and right views of the 
suspect.

The lady looked at the im-
ages and shook her head before 

‘Ah told yer pals, there was 
one man. 

And he’s no’ any o’ these 
three.’

Don’t let good work go to waste
BOTH Fort William and Oban have plans to change the face of 
their respective town centres.

One is to create a bustling hub of activity in a town centre 
square, the other to build a transit marina and breakwater to 
support local business and attract visiting yachts.

Hope of economic prosperity has been invested heavily, as well 
as hard cash, to get to a crucial point in these developments - but 
to what end?

Will we see another two projects wound up until ‘next time’, or 
will the will the rationale of ‘speculate to accumulate’ ensure the 
future prosperity of the west Highlands.

In Fort William a public meeting in Lochaber House saw 

William’s streetscape. 
However, the hope of seeing Cameron Square become a more 

the age-old ‘there’s no money’ warning.
While the Oban marina project holds out more hope of achiev-

ing its funding goals, the warning from the group behind it, Oban 
Bay Marine Ltd, was clear: We can’t do this alone.

Many have vocally backed the marina and pontoon develop-
ment in theory, but will the same support be given in kind, or 
in cash?

Many big ideas can be brought forward by the well-intentioned 
few but it takes a concerted effort to see it through. 
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MALLAIG played host to a 
Fish Feis on Saturday – a new 
fundraising event which drew 
large crowds to the village.

After the port lost its annual 
Gala Day last year, the organis-
ers of Fèis Na Mara, the annual 
three day Gaelic music festival 
held in the village, decided to 
create a new community event 
for the area. 

Money raised on the day will 
go towards funding this year’s 
Fèis Na Mara, which will be held 
on October 5-7.

Police files
A CHILD’S scooter was stolen 
from outside a property on 
Lochiel Road, Fort William, 
sometime between 1.30pm and 
2.20pm on Tuesday June 26.

A GLASS panel on a door to a 
shop on The Parade, Fort Wil-
liam, was smashed sometime 
between 7am and 10am on 
Sunday June 24.

ANYONE with knowledge 
of these incidents is asked to 
contact Fort William Police 
Station on 01397 702361 or 

702000.

TWO NEW stalking ponies for Knoydart 
and a proposed community hydroelectric 
scheme at Elgol are among projects set to 

Conservation Fund.
The cash will enable the Knoydart 

Foundation to buy and train two young 
ponies to carry red deer carcasses off the 
hill.

The traditional method is ideal for taking 
the beasts out without disturbing ecologically 
sensitive areas.

Angela Williams of the Knoydart 
Foundation said: ‘Our three stalking ponies 
are all approaching retirement age. We 
needed to look at replacements now so that 

the younger ponies can work with the older 
ones for a couple of seasons. The John Muir 
Trust grant will enable us to continue with 
our deer management operations in a way 
that helps us to achieve our land management 
objectives. We would be struggling to justify 
the cost without this assistance.’

Strathaird Community Association will 
use its grant to plan a micro hydroelectric 
scheme on the burn next to Elgol Community 
Hall, following the installation of solar 
panels on the building.

The 20kWh turbine is projected to generate 
around 80,000kWh a year, potentially 
raising tens of thousands of pounds annually 
for community projects.

Mark Purrett of Strathaird Community 
Association said: ‘Many of the details are 
still in the planning process, but this is an 
exciting opportunity that could be incredibly 

The trust is also supporting promotion of 
the Harris Mountain Festival on September 

West Harris Trust.
The trust’s Duncan Macpherson said: 

‘This award is extremely valuable to us. 

the outstanding wild landscape and natural 
heritage of our area, enabling visitors to be 
more informed and conservation-minded in 
their enjoyment of it.’

Parents, teachers and friends 
packed out Upper Achintore 
Primary School for the end of 
term awards and celebration 
ceremony. Lochy House won 
the trophy for house of the 

year, with captain Connor Cal-
laghan and deputy Ruaraidh 

Cant picking up the prize.
Robert Galloway and Billy 

Rydings won the poetry prize 
for their composition ‘Ben 

Nevis the Great’. Head teacher 
Nick Thomson said: ‘They were 

a really great year and set a 
great example to the younger 
pupils. We wish them all the 

best.’ Clockwise from top left, 
Robert, Billy, Ruaraidh and 

Connor. 20_f27upper01

Lotto draw
THERE were no winners in the 
Fort William FC lotto draw at 
the weekend. Numbers were 
05-15-17. The jackpot goes up to 
£400 this week.

Man denies Fort 
knife charge
A MAN is due to stand 
trial before a jury accused of 
carrying a knife on the streets 
of Fort William and struggling 

John McPhee pled not 
guilty to having a knife in his 
possession with out reasonable 
excuse or lawful authority on 
Hill Road, Cameron Road and 
Iona Court. 

The 22-year-old also denies 
running away from police of-

when apprehended on Alma 
Road. The alleged incidents 
took place on March 30.

The trial is due to be held in 
Fort William Sheriff Court on 
July 16.

Dangerous   
driving trial 
postponed
THE TRIAL of a Fort William 
man accused of driving at 
speeds of up to 67mph in the 
town and hitting and injuring 
a cyclist, leading to his right 
leg being amputated, has been 
postponed until November 5.

Graham Douglas, of 12b 
Linnhe Buildings, had been due 
to stand trial at Fort William 
Sheriff Court this month, 

the alleged victim, Andrew 
MacLeod, would be in England 
for specialised rehabilitation for 
his injuries. Douglas, aged 28, 
denies driving dangerously and 
at grossly excessive speed on 
Lundavra Road and colliding 
with Mr MacLeod, who was on 
a mountain bike, severely injur-

him. The alleged incident 
happened on March 7 2011.

Nineteen witnesses are due to 
give evidence at the trial.

Local chef Duncan Gibson put on a seafood cooking demonstration during the Fish Fèis. 20_f27fish01

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Despite the less than ideal 
weather, crowds gathered at 
the harbour to enjoy a selec-
tion of seafood, stalls, music 
and cooking demonstrations, 
while Marine Harvest put on a 
barbecue.

Feis Na Mara committee 
member Sheena Davis helped 
organise the Fish Feis. Speaking 
to The Oban Times at the event, 
she said: ‘Since the gala day shut 

down the area has missed it. We 
felt this was the ideal way to get 
the same community feeling and 
fun and to raise a bit of money 
for the Fèis.’

Provost Allan Henderson gave 
the speech to open the inaugural 
event, saying: ‘Mallaig was 
brought up on the back of the 

important to an area like ours for 
us to do something like this.’

Award winning chef Duncan 

Hotel, showed an eager audience 

Decision time 
on site of new 
Gaelic school 

how to cook seafood such as 
mussels, scallops and salmon 
quickly and easily.

A fancy dress parade for the 
youngsters was also held, with 
Rhiann Eddie’s scallop-inspired 
costume winning her the over 

Premo McLean shared the under 

The fun continued into the 
night with drinks and live music 
at the West Highland Hotel, with 
local musicians providing the 
entertainment.

John Muir Trust funds two new stalking ponies

Mallaig Fish Fèis a recipe for success

celebrate

A REPORT on where a new 
Gaelic primary school for Fort 
William should be built is due to 
go before Highland Council in 
coming weeks.

Councillors will choose 
between siting the school on 
land near Ardgour Road in 
Caol or building it as part of the 
on-going development at Blar 
Mhor.

Local councillor Bill Clark told 
The Oban Times the school should 
go to the Caol site which has 
already been cleared of peat. He 
said: ‘There is a straightforward 
choice – spending in the region 
of £1million to clear peat and 
provide services for a Gaelic 
school on the Blar or siting it at 

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Ardgour Road on a site entirely 
clear of peat with services 
already close by.’

Miller Development’s 
operation to clear up to four 
metres of peat from Blar Mhor 
in preparation for a new Tesco 
store got underway last week.

Councillor Eddie Hunter said 
the Blar was the ‘ideal site’ for 
the school.

He said: ‘If we use the land 
which has been made available 
by Miller and the money in the 
pot from the planning gain, we 
can clear and prepare a site for 
the Gaelic school at little or 

no cost to the tax payer.’ An 
agreement between Highland 
Council and Miller is in place 
for the developers to provide 
£500,000 in planning gain for 

planning permission. 
The Oban Times understands 

this is based on the Gaelic school 
and other facilities being built 
on the Blar, but can be altered if 
both sides agree.

Councillor Eddie Hunter said: 
‘If we use the land which has 
been made available by Miller 
and the money in the pot from 
the planning gain, we can clear 
and prepare a site for the Gaelic 
school at little or no cost to the 
tax payer.’

Report due to go before councillors
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8 days from

£649pp

From Edinburgh airport
Wednesday departures, 21 November and 13 & 27 February 2012

Cyprus - Jewel of the Eastern Mediterranean

Included excursions to the Troodos Mountains & Nicosia, 
and a sight-seeing tour of Paphos

Tailor-make your own break! 5, 6 & 8 day breaks also 

available with a great choice of 3 & 4 star hotels

7 days from

£729pp

From Glasgow airport
Thursday departures, 4 & 11 October 2012

Andalucian Capitals

For more great off ers visit: www.obantimes.reader.travel

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 37500 Quote OBT

†
Our prices include your fl ights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget. However, at your time of booking, should the cost of your fl ight exceed this budget, we reserve the right to charge a supplement, which we will advise 

you of at this time. Please note: Jersey is not available to book online.

Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782, ATOL Protected 6081. 

Single supplements apply.  Subject to availability.

This year, the Netherlands plays host to the horticultural 

spectacular, Floriade 2012. This stunning event only takes place 

once every 10 years, and the historic city of Venlo has been chosen 

as the location for 2012.

3 days from

£509pp

From Glasgow airport

Friday departures, 27 July and 3, 10, 24 & 31 August 2012

Floriade 2012

 Return fl ight from Glasgow airport to Amsterdam Airport Schiphol†

 Airport taxes and coaching throughout the Netherlands

 2 nights stay at a 4 star hotel in the Amersfoort area of the

Netherlands with dinner & breakfast

 Entrance to Floriade 2012

 Visits to Amsterdam, Zaanse Schans and Volendam

Once every 10 Years!

Just across the Strait of Gibraltar from Morocco, Andalucia is

simply one of the most beautiful and unspoilt corners of Europe.

Its stunning cities are steeped in history with a culture infl uenced 

by the Moors and the Romans which is enriched by the greatly 

contrasting surrounding landscape.

 Return fl ight from Glasgow airport to Malaga†

 Airport taxes & return transfer from Malaga airport to your hotel

 6 nights stay at the 4 star Hotel Antequera Golf, Antequera

  with dinner & breakfast

 Included excursions to Cordoba, Granada & Seville

 Admission to the Alhambra Palace & the Generalife 

Experience a fascinating country that effortlessly combines modern 

European culture with ancient traditions and rich historical past. Discover 

alluring beaches, bustling resorts, fragrant mountain peaks, vineyards 

studded with olive trees and ancient ruins on this superb value winter 

sunshine holiday!

A treasure island in a turquoise sea... Jersey is a unique and 

unforgettable holiday experience. Pristine beaches, pounding surf, 

sheer cliff s, remote caves and a medieval castle are the jewels of 

Jersey’s coastal terrain.

Return fl ight from Edinburgh airport to Paphos†

Airport taxes and return transfer from Paphos airport to your hotel

7 nights stay at the 4 star Athena Beach hotel, Paphos   

with dinner & breakfast

Entrance to the Mosaics in Paphos 

Admission to the Cathedral of St. John and the Byzantine Museum in Nicosia

†

3 nights stay at the 3 star Mayfair or Metropole hotels

with full English breakfast

From Glasgow airport

Departures until October 2012

Jersey - Something for everyone!

4 days from

£319pp

Buckingham Palace by Rail

3 days from

£209.95pp

3 days from

£169.95pp

London & Paris by Air and Eurostar

Historic Palaces 

For more great off ers visit:

01524 37500 Quote OBT

London is life, while Paris is passion.  Fall in love with both on our 
superb value 7 day holiday that will take you to the heart of two of 
the world's most vibrant and romantic cities. Wander streets that have 
been around for centuries, and buildings that take their inspiration 
from the future. Immerse yourself in world famous landscapes. Enjoy 
the iconic attractions and retail chic.  

†

†

†
Our prices include your fl ights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget. However, at your time of booking, should the cost of your fl ight exceed this budget, we reserve the right to charge a supplement, which we will advise you of at this time.

6 days from

£549.95pp

3 days from

£219.95pp

7 days from

£699pp

†

London Weekend Rail SpecialSaturday Night by Rail

David Francey 
- Late Edition

-
writer and storyteller.

-
tion to news - personal, local and current 

-
temporary.

Orkney Folk Festival 
- The Gathering

-

-
-

Stromness Town Hall.

Shepheard, Spiers And Watson 
- Over The High Hills 

-

and they were nominated in the Scots 

Year in 2006.

Old Songs And Bothy Ballads 
- The Little Ball Of Yarn 

-

CD
review

Countdown to Fèis
Chaniadh
PREPARATIONS are ramping up for 
the second annual Fèis Chaniadh - a 
week-long celebration of Gaelic culture, 
traditional music and song on the Isle 
of Canna.

The fèis, organised by islanders, starts 
on Monday August 6 and runs until 
Saturday August 11, culminating with a 
family ceilidh.

Throughout the week, free workshops 
will be hosted by Ceòlas Uibhist and 
there will be storytelling and Gaelic 
poetry readings by Bill Innes with 
various performances during the week.

Canna Community Association’s 
Geraldine MacKinnon said: ‘Last 
year’s fèis was a huge success with the 
aim of the island community to make it 
a regular event.

‘The aim is to enhance the use of the 
Gaelic language on the island, through 
the ability to enjoy and take part in 
workshops and performances.

‘We’re also still looking for local 
musicians to perform at the Saturday 
ceilidh, so if any local artists out there 
are interested in coming to Canna for 
the day, please get in touch.’

The event is funded by Creative 
Scotland and is sponsored by the 
National Trust for Scotland, Ceòlas 
Uibhist and Caledonian MacBrayne. 

Anyone interested in taking part in 
the workshops should contact Stewart 
Connor on 01687 462963. Any local 
musicians interested in performing 
at the ceilidh, can contact Winnie 
MacKinnon on 01687 462466.

King Arthur conspiracy 
book set to be released
A NEW book which claims King 
Arthur is buried on the Isle of Iona will 
be released this month.

Author Simon Andrew Stirling has 
written The King Arthur Conspiracy
which says the history of Iona dates 
from long before the arrival of St 
Columba in 563 AD.

He believes Arthur’s burial mound 
lies on the west side of the island and 
was, at one time, one of the most sacred 
sites in the British Isles.

‘Big Strip’ dancers 
urged to register
WITH less than two weeks to go until 
The Big Strip takes place in Oban’s 
town centre, dancers taking part are 
being urged to register as soon as 
possible.

The giant Strip the Willow will be 
held on Stevenson Street and Airds 
Place on July 14 with music from local 
bands. 

Organiser BID4Oban is hoping to 
attract at least 2,012 dancers to the 
event. To register for The Big Strip visit 
www.thebigstrip.com.

FORMER Oban High School 
pupils who took part in the Lau-
rinburg exchange programme 
helped to mark its 20th anniver-
sary at a ceilidh in Oban.

The exchange between Oban 
High School and Scotland High 
School, Laurinburg, North Caro-
lina, began in 1992 when Nicola 
Meekin and Lisa MacKinnon 
from Oban High School were the 

Since then, more than 200 Oban 
High School pupils have taken 
part in the cultural exchange.

At the anniversary celebra-
tions last Saturday in Oban’s 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls, 
ceilidh band Ceol an Aire, made 
up of former Oban High School 
pupils and physics teacher 
Angus Smith, were among those 
performing.

Former pupils and teachers with the current exchange group at the Argyllshire Gathering Halls. 15_t26lbg02

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant Graham 
MacQueen, whose son had been 
involved in the exchange, and 
retired teacher Anne Stewart, 
a stalwart of the exchange 
programme, spoke passionately 
about its importance to Oban 
and the school.

Lynda Oxland and Dr Erik 
Jespersen also helped to organ-
ise the ceilidh, which is set to 
become an annual part of the 
exchange.

Laurinburg chaperone Kelly 
Ficklin spoke on behalf of the 
American group, stating the ex-
change was equally as important 
to their school.

This year’s American exchange 
students are currently in Oban 
and the Oban students will visit 
Laurinburg in October.

Cutting the 20th anniversary cake are former Oban High School teacher Anne Stewart, left, 
Laurinburg chaperone Kelly Ficklin and former Oban High School pupil Bruce Pinkerton, who took 

part in the 1999 exchange and later spent an academic year at Scotland High School. 15_t26lbg01

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Ceilidh marks 20th 
anniversary of Oban’s 
link with Laurinburg
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CHILDREN’S HOLIDAY CLUBS
at An Clachan, Lochaber rural complex

9-11 July, 18- 20 July, 
25-27 July and 6- 8 August

Ages 4 - 8 yrs old
open 10am - 2pm daily

Visitors welcome

Further information from 9397703819
or linda@bosslachaber.co.uk

• All kinds of books from board books for 
babies to tempting reads for teens.

• Bookbug Sessions – songs, stories 
and rhymes for babies and toddlers 
(term time).

• Computer access for young people 
– with their parents’ permission.

• Audio Books to entertain at home or 
during long car journeys.

• Bookbug’s Library Challenge – six 
stamps on a card earn a child a lovely 

different designs!).
• Contact your local library now for our 

popular Reading Challenge.

FREE FOR CHILDREN AT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY!

WIN £500 

OF Lidl 

vouchers

Collect token 
three today

To celebrate, The Oban Times is 
giving readers the chance to 
win £500 worth of shopping 
vouchers to spend at Lidl in 
Oban or Fort William!
That could be a month’s free food 
for your family or a summer’s supply of 
ice lollies for everyone you know!
Lidl is proud to serve the communities 
of Oban and Fort William and has 
built up a solid reputation for offering 
excellent quality products and superb 
value for money. Both stores receive 
a fresh delivery every day – 7 days a 
week. You can also rest assured that 
you will only be charged the exact 
same low prices as charged in every 
other Lidl store in Scotland.

Token three is printed here. The fourth token will be printed next week and so on.  
Full details on how to send in your tokens in The Oban Times, July 19.  

TOKEN
THREE

Summer
is here!

Thursday 5th July > Ceilidh Night 9pm-till late
Skipinnish Ceilidh House Disco 11pm-2am
Friday 6th July> C Red
Markie Dans
Saturday 7th July> Moray Macniven
Markie Dans
Saturday 7th July> Moray Macniven
Markie Dans
Saturday 7th July> Stillwater - Live Band
Creagan Inn, Appin 9pm

Friday 6th July > Nightclub with DJ Irish Al.
Fort William Skipinnish Ceilidh House  Beat the Clock

Saturday 7th July> Nightclub 10pm till 2am
Fort William Skipinnish Ceilidh House  Beat the Beats

what’s onoban

what’s onlochaber

Local
Producers
Market

Thursday 5th July
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

PI K YO
U

OWN…

Fruit Season Opening Times
Monday - Friday     10am - 8pm
Saturday & Sunday   9am - 5pm

Directions: From J29 on M8, take A726 
road to Inchinnan Beside Glasgow Airport

Orders Taken
for Freshly Picked Fruit

Check for Crops  in Season

Tel: 0141 889 3492
INCHINNAN  PA4 9LP

EAST

YONDERTON

FARM

OBAN Camanachd are proud new 
owners of a 17-seat team bus thanks to 
generous support from the community.

The Ryan McPhail Memorial Fund, 
Cash for Kids, Digital Kangaroo, Cuan 
Mor, Andrew Inglis, Coasters, SEC and 
Flit all contributed towards the cost of 
the new bus, which will be used for the 

youth teams, Lochside Rovers and the 

Oban Camanachd’s Tony Howlett 
said: ‘The bus cost £6,000 and, with 
four teams, it was essential we got a 
bus. It would have cost us more to hire 
buses for the season than buy.

‘It’s most important for the U14s and 

U17s, as they travel more regularly 
which makes it vital.

‘We’re grateful to everyone who has 
contributed towards the cost.’

The team took delivery of the bus last 

ahead of Sunday’s MacQuiston Cup 

BROUGHT in to oversee the amalgamation of Letterwood 
(Lochawe) and Dalmally primary schools in 1985, George 
Kay only planned to be in Argyll for three years.

But 27 years later the popular head master of Dalmally 
Primary School celebrated his retirement at the end of term 
concert last Wednesday.

It was standing room only in the school hall as John Smith, 
former chairman of the parent council, led the well-wishers 
in tributes and welcomed a number of George’s ex-pupils. 
Among them were Ann MacLaren and Tristan MacLennan, 

teacher.
George, who was also highly praised by his staff, told The 

Oban Times: ‘When I wrote to parents about my retirement 
I said the school was the heart of the community, but the 
community is the heart of the school and that is why I’m still 
here after 27 years.

‘It has been an absolute privilege to teach at this school. 
I can meet former pupils like Ann and Tristan any time 
and have a chat or a pint and I would count these people as 
friends.’

Over George’s tenure, Dalmally Primary School has 
been amalgamated with Letterwood, Bridge of Orchy and 
Ardconnel schools.

Asked what he plans to do in his retirement, George said he 
would be babysitting for his family and that his wife, Janice, 
was currently ‘making a list for the rest of the time’.

John Smith said: ‘George’s popularity is down to his 
natural way with the children and his staff.

‘He is highly thought of in the community, but also across 
Argyll and Bute. We couldn’t have asked for a better head 
teacher.’

Oban Camanachd’s Tony Howlett, left, takes delivery of the bus as Linda Crosher and Harry McMaster of Cash for Kids 
look on. 15_t27camanachdbus1

Camanachd team bus hits the road

George Kay with former pupils Ann MacLaren and Tristan 
MacLennan.

Popular head master retires after 27 years

A MID Argyll charity is soon to 
welcome a dynamic mix of drummers, 
dancers and actors from Zambia to our 
shores.

Mthunzi Culture Group will visit 
Argyll to share its traditional music 
and culture with young Scots as part 

of the ZamScot 2012 exchange visit.
The trip has been organised by the 

Mthunzi and Lilanda Initiative, which 
funds the education of vulner-
able youngsters looked after by two 
projects in Zambia. 

The visit, which will start on July 

29, aims to teach the young Zambian 
and Scottish participants about each 
other’s food security, physical exercise 
and health issues. 

There will also be ceilidhs, concerts 
and fun days during the trip, which 
lasts well into August.

Mid Argyll charity hosts Zambian group

Scotlands Gardens
Saturday 7th July
Sunday 8th July

Ardlussa House Garden
Isle of Jura

1-5pm
£3

Cream Teas
Dogs on leads

Accommodation
SCO113337

Home-baking sale
At Stevenson 

Kennedy Solicitors
Stevenson Street

Oban
10am

Friday 6th July
In aid of Marie Curie 

Cancer Care

KILMARTIN GLEN 
GUIDED WALKS

A fundraising 
Summer Soup 
Lunch in aid of 

Oban Pipe Band
will be held in Oban 

Pipe Band Hall, 
Shore Street

Saturday 7th July
2012 from 

12 noon – 2.00pm
Admission £3.00

All welcome

1ST  
SUMMER CEILIDH

Thursday 5th July 
Taynuilt Village Hall 
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KILMELFORD 
YACHT HAVEN

Family Run Business

Sheltered Moorings • Storage • Marine 
Repair Facilities

www.kilmelfordyachthaven.co.uk

www.boatrepairsoban.co.uk

Tel 01852 200248   Fax 01852 200343

Kilmelford, Oban, Argyll PA34 4XD

 MALLAIG
HARBOUR 

 AUTHORITY

NEW 50
BERTH MARINA

NOW OPEN

Tel: 01687 462154
Fax: 01687 462172

Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com

Part of the FES Group

19 Stevenson St, Oban PA34 5NA. 
Tel 01631 564203 Fax 01631 562387

info@oes-group.co.uk  www.oes-group.co.uk

Proud to have served the West
Highlands and Islands for 40 years

With over four decades of experience and 
an exceptional range of skills, services 
and products, we are the contractor of 
choice for building service solutions 

across every market sector.

Oban Electrical 
Services 
Limited

Unit 1/Crannog Lane Oban PA34 4HB
CALL US ON 01631 565 555

You name it... We can do it!

For CARSof all shapes and sizes!

MEMBER OF

Full servicing for all makes of car

Fully qualified technicians

Pre-MOT inspections

Main agent for Michelin tyres 

Vehicle diagnostics specialist

NHBC REGISTERED
HOUSE BUILDER

John MacKinnon
Building Contractor

• Windows

• Doors

• Conservatories

Tel: 01397 704802

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS

Breadalbane Street, Oban

24 hour Family run business 
Owned and run by 

Ian MacInnes and son.

Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

A BETTER DEAL
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Farming
COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

THE CROFTING Com-

-

-

Early signs 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

Leurbost, south of Stornoway, will be among the crofting townships under the control of the new Crofting Commission

-

-

-

-

-

Susan Walker: vision of 
a sustainable future for 

crofting in the 21st century  Ian George MacDonald from Braes on Skye: hand of history on his shoulders

Advertising feature

Crofting revival 
aimed at the future

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Doune’s Jimmy Wright triumphed in the R McLarty and Son Hand Shears

Scottish shearers triumphant at Lochearnhead 

C. Hodge Fencing

01631 563271

C. HODGE FENCING 01631 563271

Neil MacFadyen replacing 
fencing, contact him on 
07713 454036 or 01631 710388 
for fantastic fence installation.

Top Quality, Well 
Cut and Well Treated 

Fencing Materials

• Easier to Lay Out
• Easier to Put Up
• Longer Lasting and Easier 
  on Your Wallet
Ask the Farmers 
who already buy our materials.

COLLIE PUPS
FOR SALE

Of good 
working strain 

Telephone 
01471 833207 

after 6 pm

FOR SALE
OR HIRE

6 YEAR OLD 
LIMOUSIN BULL

TELEPHONE:
01687 462098

Agricultural and Business Consultants
• IACS/SFP Applications
• Whole Farm Reviews
• Crofting advice
• Budgets and Cash Flows
• Farm and Estate Management
Contact:
David Brewster
126 Monart Road, Perth PH1 5UQ
Tel: 01738 626885 
Email: info@david-brewster.com
Watch the YouTube clip at 
www.david-brewster.com

DB
David Brewster
Invest in your future

Fax: 01586 550088
John Paterson Mobile: 07771661600  

Home: 01369702445
109 - 119 Longrow, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EX

JIM MARTIN 
SUPPLIES

• ANIMAL FEEDS • MINERALS 
• POWER TOOLS  • ANIMAL HEALTH

• IRONMONGERY • HARDWARE • WORKWEAR 
• FOOTWEAR *SUNDRIES

Please contact our sales team for more information

Jamie McGrigor,

Highlands & Islands MSP

Tel: 01546 606 586
Email: jamie.mcgrigor.msp@
scottish.parliament.uk

Jamie is Convenor of the Cross Party 
Group on Crofting in the Scottish 
Parliament and is always happy to be contacted by existing or 
potential new crofters if they need assistance or advice.

Choose fencing and dyking specialists that you can trust
Since being established in 1969, McNaughton Fencing & Dyking Ltd has been providing 

Dunoon and surrounding areas with first class fencing, agricultural and forestry services.

• Local, friendly business
• Over 40 years’ experience
• Experienced and professional approach
• Cover Dunoon and surrounding areas
• Competitive rates
• Free estimates and advice
• All work guaranteed
• Provide references upon request

Contact Andy on 01369 705 467 or 07899 792 938
26 Clyde Street, Kirn, Dunoon, Argyll and Bute, PA23 8DX

Email:  andy.mcnaughton@btinternet.com  www.mcnaughtonfencing.co.uk

When you need specialist 
advice on a crofting matter, 

then look no further than 
MAC & MAC’s CROFTING 

LAW HELPLINE.  Gail 
Jamieson is accredited by 

the Law Society of Scotland 
as a Specialist in Crofting 

Law, and has over 15 years 
experience in assisting 

clients with rural land issues

Our helpine is open from 
9am to 5pm, Monday to 

Friday, providing you with 
expert advice on all aspects 

of Crofting Law.

Initial calls or emails are 
FREE OF CHARGE.

call or email Mac & Mac’s 

CALL : 01463 258011 
or  Email : crofter@

BEN NEVIS AUCTION MART
Friday 31 August

Saturday 15 September 
Weaned calves, store, breeding and OTM cattle

Friday 21 September
lambs and ewes

ewes and lambs

Weaned calves, store, breeding and OTM cattle
Dingwall & Highland Marts Ltd

t. 01349 863252
www.dingwallmart.co.uk
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GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE

Joan Mary Knight trading as Knight and Company 
of Creagmhor, Bunessan, Isle of Mull, Argyll, PA67 

6DL, is applying for licence to use Creagmhor, 
Bunessan, Isle of Mull, Argyll, PA67 6DL as an 

operating centre for 1 goods vehicle and 0 trailers.

Owners or occupiers of land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre who believe that their 
use or enjoyment of that land would be affected 

should make written representations to the Traffic 
Commissioner at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 

Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF stating their reasons, within 
21 days of this notice. Representors must at the 
same time send a copy of their representations 

to the applicant at the address given at the top of 
this notice. A Guide to making representations is 
available from the Traffic Commissioner’s Office.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010
MOORING: LOCH SPELVE

Notice is hereby given that Mr Hooker has applied 
to the Scottish Ministers of the Scottish Government, 

under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, 
in respect of installing a private mooring at:

 Description Latitude Longitude
 Location Co-ordinates Co-ordinates

Loch Spelve, Mull 56 24.525 N 005 44.555 W
(WGS84)

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected 

Objections relating to safety of navigation or environmental issues 
in respect of the application should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email: 
MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk, quoting 

reference: FKB/J186

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING

APPLICATIONS 
Applicant, Croft, Extent/
Purpose, Case number
*Mr & Mrs M Cameron
28 Achintore, Kilmallie
2.25 ha – Site for new Fort 
William Primary School
4.86.39217
Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 14 days of the date 
of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk
Applications marked with 
an asterisk - Interest can 
be expressed in obtaining 
the tenancy of the area 
subject to the application.

GOODS VEHICLE
OPERATOR’S LICENCE

Creag Mhor, Bunessan, Isle of Mull, Argyll PA67 
6DL is applying to change an existing licence 
as follows to add an operating centre to keep 3 
goods vehicles and 2 trailers at John MacAlister 
(Oban) Ltd trading as Auto & Marine Engineering 
Services, Oban Livestock Centre, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4SD. Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near the operating centre(s) 
who believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected, should make written 

Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, LS9 
6NF, stating their reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the same time send 
a copy of their representations to the applicant at 
the address given at the top of this notice. A guide 
to making Representations is available from the 

BLASTING
Banavie Quarry

Thursday 12th July at noon

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE,
GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY and online at wam.highland.gov.uk

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

12/01307/PIP Land West and North of
Tornuaran
28 Lundavra Road
Fort William

Erection of new school to
include community and
sports facilities

12/02439/FUL Arisaig Hotel
Arisaig

Section 42 application
to vary Condition 1 of
Planning Permission
No. 06/00287/FULLO
to allow permanent
residential holiday
letting accommodation
independent of hotel
ownership operation

12/02458/FUL Guisachan
Glenfinnan

Erection of storage building

12/02459/FUL Guisachan
Glenfinnan

Proposed change of use
of land to form shorebase
including installation of
pontoon, concrete slipway
and counting tower

12/02497/FUL The Cuillins
40 Old Banavie Road
Banavie
Fort William

Alterations and extension
to house

Time period for comments is 14 days.

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
ARGYLL AND BUTE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN – POTENTIAL ADDITIONAL 
SITES CONSULTATION AND STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT: 
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT ADDENDUM.
NOTICE SECTION 16 (2) OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SCOTLAND) 
ACT 2005
Argyll and Bute Council has prepared a Potential Additional Sites Consultation as a follow on from the  Main Issues 
Report of the Local Development Plan. The potential additional sites have been identified following analysis of responses 
to the Main Issues Report. There is also an Addendum to the Environmental Report which accompanied the Main Issues 
Report, this contains the Environmental Checklists for the additional sites and forms part of the interim Strategic 
Environmental Assessment: Environmental Report (SEA) for the proposed plan.
Copies of the documents are available for viewing at  www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp. They are also available for viewing 
during normal opening hours at the following Council Offices:- Council Headquarters, Kilmory, Lochgilphead; Manse 
Brae, Lochgilphead; Municipal Buildings, Oban; Milton House, Dunoon; Blairvadach, Helensburgh; Bowmore, Islay; 
Tobermory, Mull, and at all public libraries. 
Comments are sought only on the sites shown on the consultation document and the accompanying Addendum to the 
Environmental Report. Copies of response forms for the Additional Sites Consultation are provided at the above locations 
or can be obtained by contacting Sheila McKenzie on 01546 604158. An on line form is available as well as downloadable 
formats.  Responses must be made by 5pm on the 20th August 2012 to Sheila McKenzie, Development and Infrastructure, 
1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RD or by emailing ldp@argyll-bute.gov.uk. 
If you require further information please contact Sheila McKenzie by email at Sheila.mckenzie@argyll-bute.gov.uk or 
telephone 01546 604158.

THE ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL (SPECIAL EVENT) (STEVENSON STREET AND 
AIRDS CRESCENT, OBAN) (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2012
On Monday 2nd July 2012, Argyll and Bute Council made the above named Order under Section 16A of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, as amended, which will make it unlawful for any person with the exception of emergency services 
vehicles, to drive or cause or permit to be driven any vehicle on the following lengths of road:-
That length of Stevenson Street, Oban extending from its junction with Hill Street to its junction with Combie Street, a 
distance of 160 metres or thereby.
The entire length of Airds Crescent, Oban extending from its junction with George Street (A85) to its junction with 
Argyll Square (A816).
The restrictions are necessary in order to facilitate the holding of the “Big Strip” and shall be effective when indicated 
by signs between 1700 hours and 2130 hours on Saturday 14th July 2012.
Alternative Route: There is no alternative route.
Sandy Mactaggart, Executive Director, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  Written comments for the following list of applications should be made 
to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location Of Plans

12/01030/PP Change of use of existing hospital 
accommodation (Class 8) to dental centre 
(Class 2), erection of extension incorporating 
bridge link, external lift and external stairs and 
formation of ancilliary parking

Lorn And Islands District 
General Hospital Glengallan
Road Oban Argyll And Bute
PA34 4HH

Oban Area Office

12/01250/PP Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse. 5 Morvern Hill Oban Argyll 
and Bute PA34 4NS

Oban Area Office

12/01318/PP Erection of 3 flats Land East Of Lynwood 
North Connel Oban Argyll
and Bute  

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

12/01358/PP Demolition of existing conservatory and 
formation of new deck area.

The Kimberley Dalriach 
Road Oban Argyll And Bute
PA34 5EQ

Oban Area Office

12/01367/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and 2  holiday letting 
units and installation of biodisc sewage system

Land South Of Dalismore 
Appin Argyll And Bute  

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

12/01370/PP Change of use of land to pre-school nursery 
and out door educational activity facility 
comprising of parking area, access path, 
erection of 2 yurts, timber shed, 2composting 
toilets, fencing/gates and formation of 
vehicular access

Land North East Of 
Ganavan Cottage Ganavan
Road Oban Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

12/01411/PP Demolition of ruinous shed and erection of 2 
storage sheds

Yard Quarry Road Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA34 4DP

Oban Area Office

12/01422/PP Erection of dwellinghouse (renewal of 
planning permission reference 07/01207/DET)

Land North Of Friesland 
Farm Isle Of Coll Argyll And
Bute PA78 6TB

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Coll

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/00956/PP Erection of 2 metal clad huts for a temporary 
period until May 2013

Iona Abbey Isle Of Iona 
Argyll And Bute PA76 6SQ

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Iona

12/01301/PP Installation of biomass heating system with 
associated plant room, flue and services ducts.

Combie Court Glencruitten 
Road Oban Argyll And Bute

Oban Area Office

12/01359/LIB Demolition of existing conservatory, formation 
of new deck area and internal alterations to 
ground and first floors

The Kimberley Dalriach 
Road Oban Argyll And Bute
PA34 5EQ

Oban Area Office

12/01427/LIB Installation of generator and vehicle bollard Police Station Albany Street
Oban Argyll And Bute PA34 4AL

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location Of Plans

12/00802/PP Change of use from (class 9) dwellinghouse to 
(class 7) guest house.

Skerrols House  Scarrabus 
Road Bridgend Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute PA44 7PF

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

12/01342/PP Erection of wind turbine (67 metres to blade 
tip), erection of electrical switchgear kiosk and 
formation of crane hardstanding

Land East Of Glenegadale 
Lotts Lotts Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute  

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location Of Plans

12/01175/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, garage, installation 
of sewage treatment plant and formation of 
vehicular access

Land North Of Port 
Charlotte Distillery Port
Charlotte Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute PA48 7TR

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

12/01316/PP Demolition of outbuilding, alterations, renovation 
and extension of dwellinghouse, erection of 
decking, shed and garden landscaping

Ros Gorm 15 Main Street 
Port Charlotte Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute PA48 7TX

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

12/01319/LIB Demolition of outbuilding, alterations, 
renovation and extension of dwellinghouse, 
erection of decking, shed, garden landscaping 
and internal alterations

Ros Gorm 15 Main Street 
Port Charlotte Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute PA48 7TX

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

12/01364/PP Alterations and extension to dwellinghouse 3 Queen Street Portnahaven
Isle Of Islay Argyll and
Bute PA47 7SJ

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

12/01386/PP Erection of first floor extension to rear of 
dwellinghouse.

89 Main Street Bowmore Isle
Of Islay Argyll And Bute
PA43 7JH

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

12/01421/PP Access improvements to existing access and 
formation of articulated lorry turning area.

Bruichladdich Distillery 
Bruichladdich Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute PA49 7UN

Sub Post Office 
Port Charlotte

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

• Promoting a positive safety culture throughout the
company;

• Monitoring company activities for compliance with our
Quality,
Health, Safety and Environmental management system;

• Liaising with external bodies such as enforcing agencies,
legislative agencies, industry organisations and standards
authorities.

Key skills required:
• Good communicator and self motivated;

• Experience of working in an HSE environment and with

Head of Quality, Wind Towers Ltd, PO Box 9263, 
Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6WA

Harvesting and Marketing Forest Works 
Supervisor (Standing Sales)
Lochgilphead
£20,323 - £23,777 plus benefi ts
To apply, please visit our website 

0131 314 6520 or 
jillian.chapman@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Please quote ref 0021-5. 
Closing date: Sunday 22 July 2012.
No recruitment agencies please.
We are committed to providing equal opportunities for all sectors of 
our diverse community.

www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies

A great opportunity to work 
for the well established 
publishing group, The Oban 
Times, with products 
ranging from award winning 
newspapers to popular 
seasonal products.
Working in a friendly team environment from 

We offer:

Please apply by email with C.V and 
covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk 
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Marine Husbandry Vacancies
Isle of Mull

Scottish Sea Farms is the UK’s leading producer 

and international markets. We operate a unique 
training and personal development programme 
designed to add to the skills of our staff and 
enable rapid career progression. 

We are looking for candidates who are team 
players, proactive in health and safety and who 
have high expectations for themselves and of 
their employer to join our marine operations on 
the Isle of Mull.

We have both permanent and seasonal vacancies 
available at the moment.  Experience would be 

skills will be provided. All applicants are required 
to have a full clean driver’s licence.

For more information, please contact 
Claire Scott on 01786 445521 

or email claire.scott@scottishseafarms.com.

Chainsaw
Operator 

required for
general tree surgery 

work.
 Must have relevant 

tickets and own 
transport, training
can be provided.

 Tel: 077888 16701

Maintenance Advanced 
Apprenticeship
Salary £16,000 per annum 

Does a career as a world-class dairy engineer 
excite and enthuse you?  Would you like to join 
the UK’s leading farmer-owned business and 
play your part in creating a sustainable dairy 
industry for the future?
First Milk is offering one lucky candidate an 
opportunity to join EDEN, a ground breaking 
four-year training programme aimed at 
producing world-class dairy engineers for the 
future.
This role is not for the faint hearted and will 
require hard work, commitment, passion and 
ambition.

Closing date for applications is Friday 3rd 
August 2012

LOCHGILPHEAD
MEDICAL CENTRE

Lochgilphead Medical Centre is looking for someone 

in their administration department.  The post is for 

be dependent on experience.  For further information 

01546 462002.

Customer Services Assistant
Lochgilphead
Salary Grade 10 (£16,296 - £18,035)
35 hours per week
Temporary maternity leave cover
To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk ; 
Tel 01546 605859 or email recruitment@acha.
co.uk
Closing Date for all applications: 12 noon on 
Friday 20th July 2012
Interviews will be held in Lochgilphead
in early August 2012

Vacancy for Independent
Subsidiary Board Members
Having recently been granted charitable status for our parent company, we are 
now setting up a separate trading subsidiary, Argyll Homes For All
We are seeking two voluntary Independent members who can sit on our 
Subsidiary Board to help to lead our organisation

our website at www.acha.co.uk ; 
Tel 01546 605971 or email lesley.lindsay@acha.co.uk
Closing Date: Monday 23rd July 2012

Applications are invited for the following post: -

TANKER DRIVER
(Operating from our Connel Depot)

Gleaner Oils Limited requires an additional 
Tanker Driver. The main duties will be delivery 
of Petroleum Products.  The applicant should 

hold a current LGV Driving Licence and an ADR 

Preference will be given to an applicant who 
has good practical mechanical, it will also be a 

requirement for this role to undertake and pass a 
DVLA or similar Medical Examination. 

only, giving brief details together with a C.V. if 
available to: -

The Managing Director, Gleaner Oils Ltd

Or
by e-mail to: hr@gleaner.co.uk

SALES ASSISTANT/DRIVER
40HR- MONDAY TO FRIDAY(PLUS 

OCCASIONAL SATURDAY MORNING)

SALARY NEGOTIABLE, EXCEEDS NATIONAL 
MINIMUM WAGE.

As part of our growing branch, we are currently 
looking for an enthusiastic Sales Assistant to join our 
team. Candidates must be skilled in dealing with the 
public, have a full UK driving licence, have a strong 
work ethic and have the ability to learn new skills.
Experience in the electrical industry would be an 

advantage, but not necessary, as full training will be 
given.

C.E.F is an international company, therefore attractive 
promotion opportunities will be available.

contact the branch on 01631 562362.

Do you require volunteers 
anytime over the next

two months?
Yeoman Glensanda may provide Volunteers to assist 

you with your local community projects/events.

Please call 01631 568114 between 9am and 
4pm Monday to Friday

SUPPORT & DEVELOPMENT WORKER – 
OBAN, LORN AND THE ISLES

Full Time Post (35 hrs per week) funded by The 
Henry Smith Charity until end August, 2015
Salary  :  £23,232 per annum (SJC Scale AP4)
Annual Leave  :  25 days plus 12 Public Holidays

We are looking for a highly motivated and enthusiastic 
Support and Development Worker to coordinate, further 
develop and deliver Rape Crisis Support Services in 
the Oban and surrounding areas.

of travel involved in this post. Clean Driving Licence and 
own vehicle is essential (Mileage allowance paid).

The successful candidate will have  :
•Experience of working with Survivors of Sexual 
Violence
•Experience of providing support services
•Experience of community development work
•Experience of facilitating and developing training
To request an Application Pack, Job Description and 

Closing date for Applications is Friday 20th July, 2012

**This post requires female applicants only and is 

Act 2010 – The successful applicant will be subject 
to enhanced disclosure**

gas, ch, 
double glazed, 

Oban town 
centre,

£500 month.
Telephone 

01847 611316 

Oban.
Beautifully appointed top 

Telephone 01631 730491 
or mobile 07816459503.

Unfurnished
3 bedroom house

Oban
Easy access 

to town centre

For further information 
Telephone 

10am – 6pm

STORAGE
SPACE
TO LET

£300 pcm, plus electricity.  

Stevenson Street, Oban.

Large room for let in 
detached house,

elephone 07818828212

To Let 
2 bedroom 

furnished semi-
detached bungalow 

with garden,
tax band D, £550 
plus bills, sorry no 

dss, smoking or pets.  
Telephone 

or 01631 710333.

West Coast property service

Lios Mhoire, 
Ardconnel Terrace, Oban
3 Bedrooms, Semi detached, quiet 
central location walking distance to 
all amenities. Stunning views.

3 bedrooms
Entrance hall, Lounge, 
Washroom, Kitchen, Dining, 

Fully double glazed
Gas central heating
Off street parking
Garden front and rear
Stunning views over Oban bay, 
Kerrera, Mull etc
For more information 
or to arrange a viewing 
tel 07511 114528

Fixed price 
£250,000 BENDERLOCH, ARGYLL 

FOR SALE
Attractive development opportunity 

Site – 2.37 acres (0.96 HA) of thereby

All enquiries becca-agnew@dmhall.co.uk

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

• Modern Residential Area
• Requires Redecoration
• Lounge
• Kitchen

• Parking

2 Cowan Place, Oban

MacPhee & Partners 
8 George Street, Oban PA34 5SB
www.macphee.co.uk

Tel: 01631 565251 
Fax: 01631 565434 
property@macphee.co.uk

MacPhee
& Partners

•     Lounge

Fixed price £110,000

TO LET

Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

WANTED

AUCTION

FOR SALE

One
bedroom Flat
Central Oban, 

Fully furnished
£475pcm

Telephone 

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

This is a key position within a busy office environment.  We are 
seeking a natural administrator and organiser to give day to day 

support to our Sales and Despatch Teams.
Along with general administrative tasks you will be 

communicating directly with customers and liaising with a 
variety of carriers to ensure the highest level of service is 

provided. Full-time permanent position
Also recruiting

Warehouse Assistant 
Duties will include picking, packing and preparing packages for 

despatch.  No experience necessary as full training will be given. 
Please e-mail your c.v. For either position to:

Lucy@inverawe.co.uk
Inverawe smokehouses, Taynuilt, PA35 1HU

Inverawe Smokehouses

Fish Farm Technicians: Loch Etive
Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is the largest 
Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine and Freshwater 
farms are located throughout Scotland, England and Ireland.

We are seeking to recruit 2 individuals to fulfil roles as Seawater Fish Farm 
Technicians.  These positions will be based at our seawater cage farms on 
Loch Etive, near Taynuilt.

The role of Fish Farm Technician is interesting and varied.  Working outdoors 
as part of a small team, it is focused upon all aspects of successful trout 
production including feeding, grading, harvesting, net changing and other 
general farm maintenance tasks, including boat handling.

Applications are invited from individuals who have a positive approach to this 
type of work, who feel comfortable working over water and be willing to work 
flexibly to meet the demands of the job.

Previous aquaculture experience is desirable but not essential as full training 
and support will be provided.  A full driving licence is essential.

These posts will be initially offered on 6 months fixed term contract basis, 
but with good potential for leading to full time positions, working a 40 hour 
week on any five out of seven days. Beyond the nature of the roles, the post 
holder(s) would be expected to undertake additional hours as required in 
order to accommodate the needs of the business, this will include weekend 
cover on a rota basis.

If you are interested in applying for this position please send your CV,by 
Friday the 22nd June 2012, to:

Lindsey Elder, HR Officer Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, Bothwellpark Industrial 
Estate, Uddingston, G71 6LS.Office 01698 810008, E-mail: lindsey.elder@
dawnfresh.co.uk

Informal enquires can be made to Sean Lydon, Etive Farm Manager, Office 
01866 822549, E-mail sean.lydon@dawnfresh.co.uk

WORKBOAT SKIPPER 
With the arrival of our new MeerCat workboat we 
now require an additional experienced skipper to join 
our successful and growing team.  Our vessels and 
operatives are involved in wide ranging marine projects 
around the west coast, highlands and islands which you 
will be expected to support, including fishfarm, ROV, 
diving and marine civils operations.  You will possess 
a current commercially endorsed skipper’s ticket and 
ML5 medical, sea survival, fire fighting, first aid and 
sea crane certifications.  This role will involve regular 
working away from home so a current driving licence 
is also essential. 
Salary is negotiable dependant on skills and 
experience.
Please submit your CV to enquiries@northwestmarine.
co.uk or contact Steve Clarkson, Business Services 
Manager, on 01631 565740. Alternatively please send 
your CV to North West Marine Ltd, 7E Glengallan Rd., 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG



£2,275 ono

FLAT BED TRAILER 
FOR SALE

Make - IFOR Williams. Length 
- 16ft 6ins. With front, side 
and back boards, car ramp, 
wheel clamp, straps. Little 

used.

Telephone: 
Rob - 07798 

730398

AMERICAN CATERING 
TRAILER FOR SALE

Length - 20ft. High Spec. Fully 
fitted interior. £12,750.

Generator for sale seperately. 
9kw.Diesel powered. 1100 
hours use only. New cost 

£6000, will accept £2,300

Telephone: 
077987 30398

13.6m long, 4.5m high, long 
MOT.  

Telephone Angus 
Howie

01764 684233 or 
07831 330962

CURTAINSIDE 
TRAILER 2003

WANTED

Wanted caravans, 
campervans,

motorhomes, any 
year, size or condition 

considered.
Telephone: 

07900 882331

YAMAHA 
YZ 125

£1,000

2005, no timewasters

Tel: 07796760830

2008 SUZUKI
SPLASH 1.2 GLS

£4,999

Black, 5 doors, manual, hatchback, petrol, only 8,000 miles, MOT April 2013, road tax December 
2012, power assisted steering, steering wheel audio controls, air conditioning, electric door 

mirrors, ABS, excellent condition. Part exchange available.

Tel: 07920747212

WANTED

All Types of Diggers, 
Mini Diggers, JCBs
3CXs, Also MF and 

CASE, Any Condition, 
Any Age

Telephone: 
01250 884306
07885203020
gbplantsales@
hotmail.co.uk

RENAULT 
SCENIC

£1,200 ono

53 plate.  Blue.  20,000 miles.
Mot’d Nov 2012.  Tax Sep 2012.

Tel: 01631 562418

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR
DEALERSHIP PLEASE CALL:

01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

VW POLO
1.2E 55

£2500 o.n.o.

Hatchback VGC.
2004, 66,300 miles, MOT and Tax.

Tel: 07809 678443 (Oban) 2

WANTED

Any 4 x 4 vehicle, 
Landrover 90 or 
110, Mitsubishi, 
Toyota etc or any 

4 x 4 pickup, 
any condition or 

MOT failure, 
will travel.

Telephone: 
07864035750

2

FORD KA STYLE
CLIMATE

£3,250ono

2008 plate, petrol, 3 door, 1 years mot, 6 months road tax. 
Ipod connection. Air con, electrics. F.S.H, 19,000 miles

Tel: 07900815192/01631 564484
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2005 MINI COOPER
 S 1.6 

£6,650

Excellent condition – one owner from new
42,400 miles, Chilli Pack, Panoramic Roof

6 CD Changer in boot and Mini Disc player in front
Taxed until Feb 2013; MOT until March 2013

Tel: 01770 600242

VOLVO
S40-1-6

£1,200

Lovely Condition, 85,000 miles, smooth
 and comfortable, 45 miles per gallon, MOT

Tel: 01770 700371

HONDA
CR 85

£800

2005, really good, kids motor crosser

Tel: 07796760830

£950 ono

MAZDA 323
SPORTWAGON

2 ltr injection,
Alloys, CD player, full elec 

pack, traction control,
74,000 miles, 5 speed, power 

steering, met. silver,
very good condition, good 

on fuel.

Telephone: 
07861 465261

£975 ono

LANDROVER
110

Diesel, regd 2000, Ivor 
Williams canopy, 10 months 

MOT.

Tel: 01583 421139 
(evenings)

£5500 ono

MITSUBISHI
GTO V6

Twin Turbo, G4, 1991,
 68000 miles, 4WD,

4WS, ARW, ECS, ABS, EW, 
DAB Digital Stereo, brand 

new wheels and
tyres, new 4” exhaust 

stainless

For more details please call
Tel: 07768780697

FIAT BESSACARR E510
ELEGANCE

£26000 ONO

8000 miles, ‘08 Reg, Taxed/MOT Feb ’13.  
Excellent condition.

 All mod cons.

Tel: 07878 750083

FREELANDER
ADVENTURER

£7700 ONO

2006, Automatic diesel, one owner from new,
 32,000 miles, full service history.

Tel: 01972 510 293

50CC
MOPED

£750

2011 reg only done 700 miles.

Tel: 01838200389

SUZUKI SWIFT
1.3GL

£4200 ONO

2 door, 08, 13,545 miles, MOT one year, no tax,
 one owner from new

Tel: 07765402474

£2400 o.n.o.

SKODA FABIA 1.9TDI
(2002) DIESEL

76300miles,
MOT till April 2013, 
TAX till March 2013
Full service history, 

50-60mpg

Contact on 
07787978223

Ben Nevis Motors USED
CARS

11 Ford Focus 1.6T Zetec S Panther Black 180ps Full Factory Bodykit 18” Upgraded Alloys Privacy Glass Only 4,000 Miles......... £19,995
10 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Powereshift Sea Grey AWD Full Leather Panorama Roof Electric Heated Seats Climate Control ................£19,495
11 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Zetec Frozen White AWD Privacy Glass Roof Rails A/C 1 Owner Upgraded Alloys.......................................£18,995
10 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Zetec Panther Black AWD Roof Rails Privacy Glass 1 Owner Only 12,000 Miles !!....................................... £17,995
11 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi Zetec Moondust Silver New Shape 50+MPG Only £30 Road Tax Alloys Bluetooth ....................................£14,495
08 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Zetec Panther Black AWD Roof Rails Keyless Start A/C Alloys CD Player.....................................................£13,995
11 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec Panther Black New Shape Privacy Glass Upgraded Alloys Bluetooth A/C....................................................£12,995
10 Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Titanium Lunar Sky LED Running Lights Climate Control Bluetooth Alloys................................................£12,995
12Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec Ink Blue New Shape Blutooth Hands Free Alloys A/C Front Fog Lights..........................................................£12,495
08 Ford Focus 2.5 ST3 Panther Black Full Black Leather Recaro Interior Xenon Head Lights Stunning Performance.........................£11,995
12 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 5dr Panther Black 1 Owner Heated windscreen Alloys A/C Only 1,900 Miles !!........................................£10,995
08 VW Golf 2.0 GT TDi 5dr Blue 140ps Great Fuel Economy With Performance A/C Remote Central Locking...................................£10,495
10 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec Sea Grey Heated Mirrors Heated Washer Jets Alloys CD Player Trip Computer ............................................£9,495
10 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Edge 5dr Moondust Silver A/C Remote Central Locking CD Player Electric Windows..........................................£8,995
10 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec Moondust Silver Alloy Wheels Twin Airbags CD Player A/C Heated Windscreen...........................................£8,995
09 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 3dr Panther Black 1 Owner Alloys Heated Windscreen A/C Only 9,000 Miles !!!........................................£8,495
09 Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style 3dr Frozen White 1 Owner Remote Central Locking Electric Windows A/C CD Player ...............................£6,995
07 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec Panther Black Heated Windscreen Alloys Front Fog Lights Alarm Immobilizer..............................................£5,495

ALL OUR SECOND HAND CARS COME WITH 1 YEARS MOT
AND 6 MONTHS ROAD TAX

ALL SECOND HAND FORDS COME WITH 1 YEARS MOT, 6 MONTHS 
ROAD TAX AND 1 YEARS ROAD SIDE ASSISTANCE

COMMERCIALS
08 Ford Transit 280 Blue SWB Semi High Roof LX Pack 1 Owner Only 35,000 Miles ..................................................................£7,995+VAT
09 Ford Connect 1.8 TDCi LX Remote Central Locking Only 42,000 Miles..................................................................................£5,995+VAT
07 Ford Connect 1.8 TDCi White Central Locking CD Player......................................................................................................... £4,495+VAT

Ben Nevis Motors North Road 
Fort William Tel: 01397 700110

www.bennevismotors.co.uk
Check out our website for full list of used cars available to buy.
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£1950 o.n.o.

Boat is on galvanised road 
trailer with Yamaha 30hp.  
It has oars and rollocks, 

anchor, ropes, all in vgc, ready 
for season.

Telephone: 
07796752974/
01631 564809

BOAT FOR SALE 16FT 
WITH TYPE 400

CALISTO
14’ DORY

£1700 ONO

With 40hp Mariner 2 stroke engine. Trailer, boat cover, fishfinder, 
radio and extras. Good condition

Tel: day 07786 754385 
evening 01369 820179

£220 ONO

WESTLINE
230

Inflatable Dinghy 8’
Good condition with oars.

Telephone: 
day 07786 754385 

evening
01369 820179

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for 
the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 

EVERY WEEK!
The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1300

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Spot theSHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

J McEwan
Kerrera Terrace, Oban

G Birse
Castle Road, Dunbeg

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB 
You may hand it into 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, 

the jackpot will be shared equally between all 
winning entries. Any decision regarding the  
awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

AUDIO EQUIPMENT

BABY EQUIPMENT

BICYCLES

tyres. Hardly used and in very 

good quality men’s or ladies 

BUILDING / DIY

 CAR ACCESSORIES

stainless steel and alloy 
galvanised mesh and sidebars, 
roller bar, one year old, 

 CARS AND CAR PARTS 
UNDER £250

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

DOMESTIC PETS

 FARMING EQUIPMENT

 FIREARMS

 FURNITURE

GARDEN

KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

 LIVESTOCK

MAIL ORDER

MARINE

OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

surrounding netting and 

PET ACCESSORIES

POWER TOOLS

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

individual, a treasured 

TOYS AND GAMES

 WANTED

WANTED
HARDY FISHING TACKLE

Old and Modern
Also other makes of old tackle

Please Telephone 01786 823361
Email strathmoretackle@gmail.com

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

window blinds

Eradicate Midges
with a 

“MIDGE MAGNET”
The most effective control of Midges.

We are able to supply and service a full range of
MIDGE MAGNET machines plus a complete range 

of accessories.
call Andrew on 07796501321 or

Email: sales@argyllindustrialsupplies.co.uk
www.argyllindustrialsupplies.co.uk

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON

Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:

01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban

Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

PERSONALS

their Golden Wedding 
sharing our love.

have given. With all our 
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BIRTHS

MACFIE – RODGER
- Gaener and Gavin 

are proud to announce 
the safe arrival of 

their second daughter 
Eadie on Sunday  June 
3, 2012 at Raigmore 
Hospital Inverness. A 
little sister for Erin. 

POTTER – FAGERVOLD
Iain (Coogie) and Carla are 
delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their beauti-
ful daughter Raina Jane, on 
June 14, 2012. First grand-
child to Sheila and Ragnar 
and forth grandchild to 
Katrina and Iain. Special 
thanks to all the midwives 
in Oban and RAH Paisley 
for all their care.

PEARL WEDDING
GREENWAY - PAGE 
- Peter and Catriona, mar-
ried June 26 1982, Christ 
Church Dunollie, by  Rev 
Brian Wilkinson.

DEATHS
AITCHISON – Peace-
fully in Culsh House Care 
Home on Monday, July 2, 
2012, Mary, formerly of 
Invereshie, Kincraig.  Mary 
much loved wife to the late 
Neil, dear mother to Ann 
and the late Angus and Neil, 
granny and great-granny to 
many.  Funeral service to be 
held on Monday, July 9, 12 
noon at Insh Parish Church 
and thereafter to Kingussie 
New Cemetery.  All friends 
respectfully invited, family 

if desired to Alzheimer’s 
Scotland.  Enquiries to 
John Ross Funeral Services 
on 01479 872222.
BARRIE - Clelland. Peace-
fully at Belford Hospital 
on Monday, July 2, 2012, 
aged 73 years, beloved and 
loving husband of Ann and 
dear brother to Wendy and 
Mathew. Funeral to take 
place on Friday, July 6 at 
12 noon in St John’s RC 
Church, Caol, followed by 
interment in Glen Nevis 
Cemetery.
CHRYSTAL – On June 29, 
2012, peacefully, with great 
dignity, at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, Flora, aged 
70 years, beloved wife 
of Alasdair, dearly loved 
mum of Eilidh, Mhairi and 
Tini, devoted nan of Cara, 
Siobhan, Rebecca, Charlotte, 
Calum, Emily and Innes, 
a dear sister, sister-in-law 
and aunt.  Funeral service 
at Cardross Crematorium, 
(today) Thursday, July 5, 
at 11.15am, followed by a 
service of thanksgiving, at 
Inveraray Parish Church, at 
2.00pm, to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 

please, collection at church, 
if desired, for the Chemo-
therapy Unit at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.
KUNDU - Peacefully on 
Tuesday, June 26, 2012 in 
Cowal Community Hospital, 
Elizabeth Pauline (retired 
music teacher), beloved wife 
of the late J. Kundu, devoted 
mother to Narayan. Dearly 
loved and sadly missed 
by all family and friends. 
Funeral service was held on 
Tuesday, July 3.
MACMASTER – Peace-
fully at home in Comrie in 
his 98th year Archibald, a 
Tobermory man of singular 
courage and endurance.  
Much loved husband of the 
late Mary Langcake, father of 
James and brother of Peggy, 
currently in her 102nd year!  
Funeral service to be held at 
Perth Crematorium on Tues-
day, July 10 at 11.30am to 
which all family and friends 
are respectfully invited.  The 
help given by all the staff 
at Servite in Comrie and by 
the local district nurses was 
wonderful.  
MUNRO - Megan Catherine, 
M.A. Dip. Ed. (Edinburgh). 
Peacefully at Marie Curie 
Hospice, Edinburgh, on June 
26, 2012, Megan (aged 86), 
formerly Principal Teacher 
of English at Bo’ness Acad-
emy, previously at Bathgate 
Academy. Dearly loved by 
brothers and sister, nephews, 
nieces and her many grand 
nephews, nieces and friends. 
She was always grateful for 
the affection, help and pure 
pleasure she received from 
her many family and friends. 

-
nations to the Marie Curie 
Hospice would be greatly 
appreciated. The cremation 
and service will be held at 
Mortonhall Crematorium 
Pentland Chapel, Edin-
burgh on Tuesday, July 10, 
at 12.30 pm.
RALSTON - Catherine 
(Katie). Peacefully at Islay 
Hospital on Wednesday, 
June 27, 2012, Katie, aged 
87 years, beloved wife of 
Robert and the late Donald 
MacIntyre, Ballygrant. 
A proud mother of John, 
Donald and Duncan, a dear 
sister and mother-in-law 
and a loving a much loved 
grandmother and great 
grandmother. Interred at 
Kilmeny, Isle of Islay on 
Tuesday, July 3, 2012.

THOMSON – On June 
29, 2012, peacefully at 
Glenaray ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital, Lochgilphead, 
Dorothy McInnes, aged 
86 years, beloved wife of 
the late James Thomson, 
much loved sister of Peter 
and the late Archibald and 
William, dear sister-in-
law of Cathie, Ellen and 
Alistair, a loving aunt to all 
the family.  Funeral service 
was held at Inveraray 
Parish Church, on July 
4, interment thereafter at 
Kileven Cemetery.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

KOBIELA - The family of 
the late Mamie, would like 
to thank all family and friends 
for their kind expressions of 
sympathy and to those who 
attended the funeral service 
and their generous donations 
to Marie Curie, thanks to 
the staff at Glasgow Royal 

Hospice, Glasgow who cared 
for Mamie during the last 
stages of her illness. Sincere 
thanks to the Chaplain Rus-
sell Jones for his comforting 
service, The Co-operative 
Funeral Directors for ef-

Park Hotel, Falkirk.
LOGAN – Jimmy and 
family would like to thank 
relatives and friends for 
their kind support follow-
ing the sad loss of Ina, also 
phone calls and cards, also 
to all who attended church 
and crematorium.  The sum 
of £500 was collected for 
the Beatson Hospital.
MACFADYEN – Angus 
would like to express 
his sincere thanks to all 
relatives, friends and 
neighbours for kindness 
and sympathy shown to him 
during the loss of his mum 
Morag. Special thanks 
to Willie, Liz, Liam and 
Evan. Many thanks to Mary 
Gardiner and girls at Eadar 
Glinn (Mary’s wee house) 
for all their care and com-
passion. Grateful thanks to 
Rev Bill Gray and Donald 
MacKinnon for a lovely 
service. Ian MacInnes of D 

caring arrangements. Kings 
Knoll for refreshments. 
Finally many thanks to all 
who donated the generous 
sum of £204.88 going to 
Eadar Glinn. Thank you 
all, Angus

MEMORIAL SERVICE
SCOTT MORTON
– Mary, Ledgrianach, 
Appin, January 6, 2012, 
peacefully in Lexington, 
Massachusetts, USA.  Me-
morial service Appin Parish 
Church, Friday, July 13, 12 
noon.  All friends welcome.  
Donations if desired to the 
Appin Community Trust or 
Appin Parish Church.

MEMORIAMS
BROWN – Remembering 
with love a very dear mum, 
gran and great-gran Annie, 
who passed away on July 4, 
2002, also my dear father, 
Lachlan, passed away on 
July 2, 1972.
Our thoughts today are of a 
lonely grave
Of parents I loved but could 
not save
Where hearts of gold are 
laid to rest
God bless you both you 
were the best.
- Inserted by their loving 
son, Lachie, daughter-in-
law Sandra and family.
CROSSLAND - Richard 
MacPherson, July 8, 2011.
My darling son who has 
only gone ahead of us
A free spirit
- Mum and Will.
In memory of my dear 
grandson Richard
Never forgotten.
- Gran.
CROSSLAND - Richy, 
you’re never far from my 
thoughts.  Taken far too 
early, you were globally 
popular, travelled, funny, 
humane, interesting, car-
ing, loving and forgiving. 
A bit cheeky too. Miss you 
wee brother. 
Gary and Jade
CROSSLAND - In mem-
ory of our dear nephew, 
Richard
Sadly missed, but not for-
gotten.
- Auntie Angela and Uncle 
Alan.
EDWARDS - In loving 
memory of my dear hus-
band, George Edwards, 
who died July 6, 2003, a 
dear dad and grandad.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Mary Anne and family, 
Kinlochleven and Ireland.
FULLERTON – In loving 
memory of Hayden, loving 
husband and papa who died 
July 14, 2010.
Those special years will 
not return
When we were all together
But our loving memories 
of you
Will stay with us forever.
Always missed along life’s 
way.
- Joan and family.
MACDOUGALL - In lov-
ing memory of our dear 
mum and granny, Cathlene, 
who passed away July 3, 
2011.
Sadly missed .
- Irene, William and families.

MACINNES – Precious 
memories of my loving 
husband Eoghan (formerly 
Isle of Luing), died July 2, 
2006.
I looked to you for happi-
ness
And found it by your side
I turned to you for comfort
Your arms were open wide
I cared with you, I shared 
with you
The special things in life
And found how precious 
love can be
Between a man and wife
Memories of you are 
proudly kept
Of someone too special to 
ever forget.
Inserted by Mairi, Strolla-
mus, Skye.
MACKAY - Loving mem-
ory of our dear mother and 
grandmother Annie, died 
July 6, 1998.
Always in our thoughts.
- Families, Inverary and 
Canada.
MACLEAN – Treasured 
memories of a dear father 
and grandfather Donald, 
who passed away on July 
5, 2007.
Sadly missed.
- John, May, Shaun, 
Shannon, Tobermory.
MACLEAN -  Donald died  
July 5, 2007
A Loving father and grand-
father, sadly missed,
Deep in our hearts you’ll 
always stay, loved and re-
membered every day.
Alastair, Cathanne, Jamie, 
Stuart & Ruaraidh xx
MACLEAN – In loving 
memory of Ronnie who 
died July 6, 1984.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Grace and family Tober-
mory, Wilma and Tam, 
Orkney.
MACPHERSON - (Anna) 
Marie, died July 4, 2010.
Treasured memories of a 
wonderful wife, mum and 
granny
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- Husband Allan and family.
McEWAN – Cherished 
memories of my dearly 
loved husband (Eddie), our 
much loved father, father-
in-law and loving ‘Pop’, 
taken from us so suddenly 
on July 6, 2001.
Our hearts are full of mem-
ories
We treasure them with care
The way you had to leave us
Will always seem unfair
Special years will not return
When we were all together
But with the love within 
our hearts
You’ll walk with us forever.
- Love Jean and family. 
McLENNAN – (Nettie) 
who passed away on July 
3, 2009.
We mention your name
Speak of you often
Oh Mum, you are not for-
gotten.
- Your loving family.
STODDART - Neil, 18 
Torrin, Skye, passed away 
July 3, 2011
Always in our thoughts.
- Donnie and family, Fort 
William.
TURNER – Treasured 
memories of Dennis, a be-
loved husband and dad, 
who died on July 3, 1993.
We miss you more than 
words can say
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Elizabeth, Julie and 
Steven, Dalmally.
TURNER – Fondest mem-
ories of my dear son-in-law 
Dennis, who died on July 
3, 1993.
Always in my thoughts and 
sadly missed.
- Angus Grant, Dalmally.

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Aidan Mortimer son of Kim and Barry Mortimer, 
graduated with a Degree of Bachelor 

of Architecture from Edinburgh University. 
Aidan is the grandson of the late 

John & Mima McAuley Lismore Cres, Dunollie.
All family proud.

Lucy Catherine Lamont has graduated from Glasgow 
Caledonian University with a BA (Hons) degree in 

Business Management.
Lucy is the daughter of Duncan and Susan Lamont, 

and grand-daughter of Archie, and the late 
Catherine Lamont, Taynuilt.

Photograph: Norma Ann Photography Limited, Glasgow

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 8 July 2012

Trinity 5
St John’s Cathedral, 

Oban
Holy Communion ........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist ............. 10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Communion ........ 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 08.00
Evensong ...................... 20.15
Holy Eucharist .......................
 .................Wed 11 July 14.30

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 8 July 2012
11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 
available

Rev. Archie McPhail
MA, MTh

(01631) 567076
All welcome

Fundraising firefighters in Oban have handed over a cheque for nearly £7,000 to the Ryan MacPhail Memorial 
Fund. The sum of £6961.25 was collected over four months last year when the firefighters organised a car 

wash, a West Highland Way walk and a fire station open day and dance. Amanda MacPhail and her firefighter 
husband Alan, left, are pictured receiving the cheque from firefighters Dougie Black and Dougie MacLean. 

16_t26firecheque01

Teachers from Dunbeg Primary School took their P7 leavers to Piazza recently to celebrate their move to Oban 
High School, also presenting them with a special cake. 

Dunbeg pupils celebrate move to high school

MEMBERS of the Easdale branch of the 
Royal British Legion Scotland took part 
in the recent parade during Lochgilphead 
Armed Forces Day.

Branch president Richard Allan, of the Isle 

of Seil, also celebrated his 85th birthday two 
days later. He joined the parade with his two 
teenage grandsons, who marched with the 
Oban, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 
Cadet Force.

Richard Allan with grandsons Charles and Malcolm Barrah. 

Newsdesk 01631 568000

Legion supports forces parade

Obituary

THE WORLD record for the largest 
knitted blanket was smashed recently 
– after hundreds of hours of tireless 
work by volunteers.

Alzheimer Scotland decided to 
take on the painstaking task of 
stitching together 71,000 knitted 
squares, that’s one for every person 
in Scotland with dementia.

The 914 square-metre blanket, 
more than double the size of the 
previous record, was unveiled 
at Inveraray Castle at the end of 
dementia awareness week.

Unfortunately, a plan to wrap the 
blanket around Inveraray Castle 
had to be abandoned because of wet 
weather.

Mary MacAllister, dementia link 
worker said: ‘We have had donations 
from all over Scotland and even 
America and the people from 
Lynnside have really made an effort. 
They have made a lot of blankets.’

The record attempt has attracted 
attention from all over the world, 
with people from America and 
Europe donning their knitting 

needles to take part in the challenge.  
A Pittsburgh-based group called 
Dyed in the Wool has also been 
blogging about the blanket on their 
website.

Now that the record-breaking 
attempt has succeeded, the monster 
throw will be cut up into regular-
sized blankets which will be donated 
to good causes.

Among the recipients of the 
blankets will be day care units, 
nursing homes and people with 
disabled relatives.

Volunteers bag world’s largest 
knitted blanket record

PETER Wormell, who died just 
short of his 82nd birthday, was 

Isle of Rum National Nature 
Reserve.

Trained as a  forester,  he 
pioneered the restoration of 
the native woodlands of the 
West Highlands, particularly 
Scotland’s pine forests, and his 
detailed wildlife recording 
underpins much of that region’s 
internationally recognised suite 
of specially protected habitats. 

His approach to Scotland’s 
-

enced by a spell in what is now 
Zambia, surveying and mapping 
woodlands. He appreciated the 
ways in which the local popula-
tion had adopted a sustainable 
approach to managing forests 
and later equally valued the 
ways in which Scotland’s croft-
ers and farmers could sensitively 
manage special habitats like the 
west coast machair.

adventure and he achieved many 
of his childhood dreams of going 
to Africa, living on an island and 
exploring new places. 

Born and brought up in 
Lincolnshire, he left school at 
16 and after a couple of inter-
esting years with a supplier of 
biological specimens in London 
his national service took him to 
Singapore. There then followed 
training at the Forest of Dean 
School of Forestry where he 
was taught practical techniques 
which were just beginning to go 
out of fashion, such as how to set 
up and run small tree nurseries 
based on local seed collection as 
well as being schooled in cur-
rent thinking which tended to 
devalue native trees in favour of 
fast growing exotic conifers.

In 1954 he joined the colonial 
forest service in Northern Rho-
desia and was put to work map-
ping and recording that region’s 
native forest resource.

Returning to the UK, he suc-
cessfully applied for the post 
of Warden Naturalist with the 
Nature Conservancy on the 
island of Rum which had just 
been gifted to the nation. 

A government take-over 
of a Hebridean island was 
not universally welcomed by 
neighbouring landowners and 
those on adjacent islands. Peter 
worked hard to win their trust, 
as well trying to ensure his 
staff were able to function as 
a community. He encouraged 
links between the Small Isles 
of Run, Canna, Eigg and Muck 
which included organising inter-
island sports and became a close 
friend of the owner of Canna, 
the late John Lorn Campbell.
Whilst there he not only estab-
lished a whole island recording 
programme, managed the com-
munity and established a family 
with Jessie, his wife, whom he 
met there, but he started to re-
shape attitudes to conservation.
His wide knowledge and great 
enthusiasm combined with a 
convivial manner and cheeky 
humour meant he was able to 
encourage other experts to come 
and study the remote island and 
for them to want to return

Rum provided plenty of adven-
tures and escapades. After res-
cuing the crew of a shipwrecked 
German boat, he then had to ar-

range for them to be housed  for 
weeks until they could be taken 
off the island. He managed to 
get most of the islanders through 
their driving test when he noted 
the examiner had arrived from 
one of the neighbouring islands 
exceedingly well refreshed! 

In 1973, on leaving Rum for 
a new post on the mainland, he 
was awarded a BEM for services 
to the communities of the Small 
Isles.

When he and his family left 
Rum in 1973 they settled north of 
Oban at Ledaig in Argyll where 
Peter continued to work for the 
Nature Conservancy.  Peter did 
a lot, but a number of things are 
worthy of special note. He would 
not be alone in realising that to 
restore woodlands of value you 
should select local genetic stock, 
but where no such material was 
available it was Peter and his 
wife Jessie who established a 
tree nursery to provide native 
species of local provenance. 

As the concept of re-vitalising 
old woodlands took off, Peter 
freely shared his knowledge of 
nursery work with anyone who 
was interested and spawned 
a number of small businesses 
specialising in native trees. 

He also quietly and effectively 
campaigned against the state for-
estry programme of re-planting 
the ancient oakwoods of Argyll 
with sitka spruce and other non-
native softwoods – a technique 
which included the ring-barking 
of ancient trees to kill them.

In addition to galvanising 
conservationists, Peter could 
convince the large landowners 
to take action to shape the future 
landscape. They were impressed 
by the passionate approach of an 
expert – Peter’s negotiation style 
was the antithesis of an edict 
from a ministry jobsworth.

At the same time he main-
tained his zeal for recording the 
moths of Argyll and the Islands.
Whether trekking through 
Africa, managing the nature 
reserve and its no less challeng-
ing human community  on Rum 
or leading small boat based sur-
veys of uninhabited Hebridean 
islands with groups of scientists 
he thrived in coping with tricky 
circumstances. 

His understanding of the spe-
cial nature of Argyll’s natural 
heritage was inspirational to 

staff who came to work there. 
He was able to describe and 
record  the range of species 
living at the northern edge of 
their range thanks to the climate 
and large extent of semi-natural 
habitats still existing as well as 
northern species at the southern 
edge of their range. His dedi-
cated recording programmes 
produced a huge catalogue 
of species proving the point.
 He retired from NCC in 1990, 
but continued propagating trees, 
recording wildlife, writing 
papers and giving talks.

Many foresters, conservation-
ists and the staff of Scottish 
Natural Heritage who succeeded 
him have been inspired by his 
enthusiasm and sheer energy and 

by his ideas for a better environ-
ment.

He is survived by his wife Jes-
sie and three daughters.

Peter Wormell

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook

MEMORIALS



Fixtures
Saturday 7 July 2012

The Orion Group Premiership
  P       W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Kyles Athletic 12      8        2        2       31      20       18
Newtonmore 11      7        2        2       36      18       16
Lovat  12      6        3        3       28      18       15
Kingussie  10      5        2        3       23      21       12
Fort William 12      5        2        5       22      21       12
Kinlochshiel 12      5        2        5       31      30       12
Inveraray    9      4        0        5       14      20        8   
Kilmallie  14      3        2        9       26      33        8
Glenurquhart 10      3        2        5       17      26        8
Bute  10      0        3        7         5      26        3

Marine Harvest North Division 1  
                                  P       W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Skye  8        7        0        1       23      14       14
Caberfeidh 11      6        1        4       25      20       13
Lochaber  6        5        1        0       30       6        11
Beauly  9        4        1        4       17      21        9
Inverness  10      3        2        5       21      25        8
Lochcarron 11      3        2        6       14      29        8
Strathglass 11      1        1        9       17      42        3

Marine Harvest South Division 1
  P       W       D       L        F       A       Pts      
Oban Camanachd 7        7        0        0       35       3        14
Glenorchy  9        7        0        2       21       9        14
Glasgow MA 8        6        0        2       23     10        12
Oban Celtic 10      4        1        5       21      23         9
Strachur  12      3        3        6       16      21         9
Kilmory  10      3        2        5       22      24         8  
Taynuilt  10      1        4        5       14      29         6
Aberdour  10      2        0        8         9      42         4

Marine Harvest North Division 2
  P       W       D       L        F       A       Pts
Newtonmore 12     10       0        2       56      14       20
Kinlochshiel 12      6        3        3       25      28       15
Glenurquhart 10      6        1        3       23      18       13
Fort William 10      6        0        4       18      13       12
Glengarry  12      6        0        6       23      27       12
Skye  10      4        2        4       21      17        10
Aberdeen Uni 12      4        2        6       23      25       10
Kingussie  11      3        3        5       23      26        9
Lovat  12      3        1        8       17      32        7
Lochaber  13      2        2        9       31      60        6

Marine Harvest South Division 2
  P       W       D       L       F       A      Pts
Lochside Rovers 13      12      0        1       70       23     24
Kyles Athletic 12       8       0        4       44       23     16
Ballachulish 10       7       1        2       23       14     15
Tayforth  13       7       1        5       32       31     15
Inveraray  14       5       3        6       41       37     13
Col Glen  12       5       2        5       30       34     12
Bute  9        4       1        4       27       16      9
Glasgow MA 14       4       0      10       15       68      8
Ardnamurchan 14       3       1      10       32       39      7
Aberdour  13       2       1      10       21       50      5
Marine Harvest North Division 3 
                                   P      W       D       L        F        A      Pts
Beauly  12     12       0        0       70       10      24
Lochbroom 14     10       1        3       40       14      21
Boleskine  12      8        1        3       50       29      17
Kilmallie  13      7        2        4       47       32      16
Lochcarron 13      7        1        5       31       29      15
Caberfeidh 12      6        0        6       31       29      12
Strathspey 14      3        2        9       31       57       8
Strathglass 13      3        2        8       20       50       8
Lewis Camanachd 15      2        2      11       23       51       6
Inverness  14      2        1      11       13       55       5

League Tables 

SHINTY

Thursday 5 July, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 21SPORT

Inveraray win 
Celtic Cup in 
convincing 
fashion

Results
Tuesday 26th June
Marine Harvest North Division 3
Lochcarron 2 - 1 Caberfeidh

Friday 29th June
Marine Harvest South Division 2
Inveraray 4 - 2 Kyles Athletic

Saturday 30th June
AJG Parcels Celtic Society Cup 
Final
Inveraray 14 - 0 Taynuilt

Aberdein Considine Sutherland 
Cup Semi Final
Fort William 0 - 1 Kingussie  
Glenurquhart 1 - 4 Newtonmore        

Balliemore Cup Semi Final
Beauly 7 - 2 Kilmory         
Lochaber 4 - 0 Glasgow Mid Argyll 

Bullough Cup Quarter Final
Ballachulish 3 - 0 Ardnamurchan          

Orion Group Premiership  
Fort William 3 - 2 Kinlochshiel
Bute P - P Newtonmore
Unplayable Field
Lovat 1 - 2 Kyles Athletic 
Kingussie 3 - 1 Kilmallie

Marine Harvest North Division 1 
Caberfeidh 2 - 3 Inverness  
Strathglass 3 - 5 Skye

Marine Harvest South Division 1
Glenorchy P - P Oban Camanachd          
Unplayable Field
Oban Celtic 7 - 0 Aberdour 

Marine Harvest North Division 2 
Lovat 3 - 0 Skye   
Glengarry 7 - 3 Lochaber

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
Aberdour P - P Glasgow Mid Argyll
Unplayable Field
Bute P - P Lochside Rovers          
Unplayable Field
Col Glen 8 - 1 Tayforth

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
Beauly 11 - 2 Strathspey
Caberfeidh 3 - 1 Inverness
Kilmallie 6 - 2 Boleskine  
Lochbroom 8 - 0 Strathglass   
Lewis 2 - 3 Lochcarron          

Womens Camanachd Association
Sunday 23rd June 2012
Marine Harvest National
Division 1
Glasgow MA 8 - 1Aberdour 

Marine Harvest North Division 2
Lochaber 7 - 0 Glengarry

Marine Harvest South Division 2
Glasgow MA 8 - 2 Aberdour 

Saturday 30th June
Marine Harvest North Division 2
Skye 9 - 1 Lovat

Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup 
2nd Round Replay  
Kyles Athletic v Glasgow MA
Billy Wotherspoon

Artemis Macaulay Cup
Semi Finals
Oban Camanachd v Inveraray   
Graham Cameron - 12pm
Fort William v Glenurquhart   
Colin MacDonald

Orion Group Premiership  
Bute v Lovat   
David Mitchell 
Kilmallie v Kingussie  
Robert Baxter
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore  
Innes Wood - 12pm

Marine Harvest North Division 1
Beauly v Skye   
Duncan Kelly  
Lochcarron v Strathglass  
John Angus Gillies
Lochaber v Caberfeidh  
Deek Cameron

Marine Harvest South Division 1
Aberdour v Glenorchy  
George O’Rourke
Oban Celtic v Kilmory  
Dunkie Kerr - 3pm

Marine Harvest North Division 2 
Kinlochshiel v Glenurquhart   
Graeme MacMillan - 3pm
Lovat v Lochaber   
John Matheson
Newtonmore v Fort William  
Evan MacRae
Skye v Kingussie  
Graham Irving

Marine Harvest South Division 2 
Ardnamurchan v Bute   
John Matheson 
Ballachulish v Kyles Athletic  
Ronnie Campbell 
Col Glen v  Inveraray  
Ted McDonald  

Marine Harvest North Division 3 
Boleskine v Caberfeidh  
Graeme Irvine
Lewis v Inverness  
John MacLeod
Lochcarron v Strathglass  
Kevin Cheeseman - 12pm
Strathspey v Lochbroom  
Neil Ferguson
(All throw ups 2.30 unless stated)

Action from the Aberdein Considine Sutherland Cup semi final 
between Newtonmore and Glenurquhart which the Eilan side 

won 4-1. Photo: Donald Cameron

The jubilant Inveraray team pictured with the AJG Parcels Celtic Cup.   Photo: Stephen Lawson

Inveraray captain Scott 
Robertson holds aloft the 

Celtic Cup
Photo: Stephen Lawson

Oban Camanachd under 17 captain Chris MacMillan, coach Daniel Cameron and players celebrate 
their 3-1 MacQuiston Cup final win over local rivals Oban Celtic at Mossfield last Sunday.

 Photo John MacTavish

INVERARAY won their 10th
Celtic Society Cup since 2001
after a crushing 14-0 win over
TAYNUILT  last Saturday at
the new Strachurmore pitch.
Inveraray were heavy favourites
going into the tie but few would
have expected them to win by
such a large margin.

The AJG Parcels Celtic Society
Cup 2012 was a demonstration

and precision, but also the gulf
between the Orion Group Pre-
miership and Marine Harvest
South Division One.

Taynuilt’s Willie Neilson and Inveraray’s Garry MacPherson battle for the ball during last Saturday’s AJG Parcels Celtic Cup final
held at Strachur.  Photo: Stephen Lawson

For Inveraray, it was a land-
mark cup win and brothers
Graeme and Garry MacPherson
extended their joint record for
the most number of winners’
medals in the competition to 13.

Taynuilt were quicker out
of the blocks and kept ’Aray
goalkeeper Graeme MacPherson
honest on a couple of occasions
in the opening exchanges.

But on six minutes Russell

of his four goals and he and
team-mate Garry MacPherson
lifted their strips to show t-
shirts emblazoned with the face
of Inveraray supporter Ailsa
Crool, a two-year-old waiting
for a bone marrow transplant,

supporting. Little did Inveraray
know then that Russell and

goals between them.
Euan McMurdo and Ruaridh

Graham both scored three goals
in the second half; the latter now
claims to have scored the fastest

history, having achieved the feat
in the space of six minutes after
half time that effectively ended
Taynuilt’s challenge. Taynuilt
had held the favourites to 4-0 in

Inveraray’s other scorer, Chris
Crawford, got his goal.

Inveraray manager John

whistle went, it was a different
feeling than if we had won by a
single goal in the dying minutes
because we won the game at the
start of the second half.

‘There was more elation later
on, when the trophy was getting
passed around the pub.

‘Ruaridh Graham did say
afterwards in the clubhouse that
he remembered being beaten 13-
1 by Kingussie in the Sutherland
Cup when we had a young team,
so Taynuilt might have to take
some big defeats to learn and
progress.’

Taynuilt’s only previous win-
ner Celtic Cup winner, Willie
Gillies, started at full back, to
help his inexperienced team-
mates and his bloodied face,
which saw him unwillingly leave
the pitch towards the end of the
match, symbolised Taynuilt’s
never-say-die attitude through-
out the afternoon.

Manager Davy Thomson
said after the game: ‘We had a

terrible start to the second half,
which spoilt the game for us.

‘There is a huge gulf between
the teams but my players will
learn from this. We did well

round further than last year, so
maybe next year we’ll win it!’

OBAN CELTIC extended
their recent purple patch to climb
to fourth in Marine Harvest
South Division One.

And, as the team prepares to
host Kilmory this Saturday, they
need just one point from their re-
maining four matches to secure
league survival, according to
club stalwart David Hamilton.

He said: ‘The boys are getting
to know each other better and
are working hard at training but
the main thing is we are getting
more shots on target.

‘We scored seven against
Aberdour but their goalkeeper
made some tremendous saves
too. It could have been double

‘We set out to get points
against the teams around us,
like Aberdour, Strachur and
Taynuilt. That is what we have

fourth place.’
This weekend, Celtic will be

missing Gavin Stobbart, the
ex-Camanachd player who has
given them a much-needed
physical presence up front.

‘He has made a big difference
up front,’ said David. ‘He has
proven his worth in the forward-
line and teams will be watching
out for him.’

OBAN CAMANACHD interim
manager Gussie Campbell is
relishing the chance to take on
newly-crowned Celtic Soci-
ety Cup champions Inveraray at

But he regrets he won’t have
his full squad to pick from for
the Artemis Macaulay Cup

choice players missing.
‘The boys that are coming into

the gaps and we are capable of
beating Inveraray but I would
have loved to see the full squad
play against them.

‘They are the favourites but the
boys know how big an honour it
would be to play in the Macaulay

Asked whether Inveraray’s
14-0 demolition of Taynuilt last
weekend changed his game plan,
Gussie replied: ‘They could have
scored 20 goals and it wouldn’t
have bothered us because we
know them. However, we might
have a few surprises for them.’

GLENORCHY’S much-antici-
pated league game against Oban
Camanachd last weekend had to
be called off because of the rain.

So, while Marine Harvest
South Division One’s top two
teams will have to wait to renew
acquaintances, the Dalmally
men have the opportunity to
open up a two-point gap on their
rivals, who are on cup duty.

Glenorchy will fancy their
chances against bottom-placed
club Aberdour.

NEWTONMORE head into this
weekend’s clash win Kinloch-
shiel looking to take advantage
of league leaders Kyles Athletic
being on cup duty.

’More’s game against Bute
last Saturday was called off as
the pitch at The Meadows was
unplayable.

Kyles took advantage to
leapfrog Norman MacArthur’s
men at the summit of the league
and are two points clear having
played one game more.

Kinlochshiel have started to
slide down the league after a
storming start, and ’More will
look to continue their own good
form at Kirkton Park.

Newtonmore ran out 4-2 win-
ners when the two sides met
at The Eilan in the league in
March.

FORT WILLIAM head
into this Saturday’s Artemis

after picking up a fourth win in

Manager Peter MacIntrye said
his side were looking forward to
the tie.

HetoldTheObanTimes:‘We’re
looking forward to playing at the
Bught. We’ve missed playing at
An Aird this season and there’s
always a great surface up there.
It’s a big, big park and it suits are
style of play.

The priority is the league, be-
cause we’re not safe yet, but the
Macaulay is a nice bonus and it
would be really nice if we could

One of Fort’s recent wins was a
3-1 victory away to Glen, which
MacIntyre will be hoping to
repeat.

He said: ‘We did really well last
time we played them, and if we
get something near our strongest
side out there we should have a
good chance.’

Youngster Kyle Grant will
miss the game after picking up
a knee injury.

league with a 3-2 win over
Kinlochshiel at Black Parks last
weekend, with Gary Innes scor-
ing a hat trick to cancel out Keith
MacRae’s goal and a Duncan
Rodger own goal.

KYLES ATHLETIC kept up
their Orion Group Premiership

win at Lovat.
A six-hour trip north accounted

for Kyles’ sluggish start but
second-half goals from Roddy
MacDonald and John Whyte
secured the two points.

Trainer James Perlich said:
‘We have one more away game
to play this season, so that was
the motivation to get the two
points.

‘Teams don’t like coming to
Tighnabruaich, so we have a
good run-in to the end of the
season.’

Kyles are at full strength for
this weekend’s Scottish Hydro
Camanachd Cup replay against
Glasgow Mid Argyll.

KILMALLIE are running out
of games to avoid relegation
back to North Division One,

and will be desperate to get
something from this Saturday’s
game against Kingussie at Canal
Parks.

The sides met last weekend at
The Dell, with a Ronald Ross hat
trick giving Kings a 3-1 victory.

The result left Kilmallie level
on eight points with Inveraray
and Glenurquhart but they have
played four games more than

more than Inveraray.
Kilmallie chairman Hugh

MacIntyre told The Oban Times:

we didn’t play well in the second
half. Ronald Ross got three goals,
and he got them out of nothing.
We need to put someone on him
to try and stop him.

‘We need to win our last few
matches now and put the pres-
sure on the other sides, that’s our
only hope. We should be able to
beat Kingussie at home, we had
nearly as much of the game as
they did.’

GLENURQUHART take on
Fort William at Bught Park in
Inverness this Saturday with
both sides looking for a place
in the Artemis Macaulay Cup

Glen manager Fraser MacKen-
zie said he hoped his side would
improve on the performance in
their last game with Fort, which
they lost 3-1.

He told The Oban Times: ‘The
goals we lost were very, very

and I’d be very disappointed if

we lost such weak goals in the

to Fort William earlier in the
season and played very well.

‘We’re looking forward to it, it’s
our last chance of silverware.’

-
end, which MacKenzie said was
not ideal preparation for the

‘We would rather of had a
game, both myself and Drew
[McNeill, co-manager] are the
same, we don’t like having
weekends off. We had a training
session on Saturday.’

MacKenzie said he expects his
side to be at full strength for the
game, with Andrew Corrigan
and Neal Reid both returning
from holidays.

LOVAT will be looking to
pick up a win away to Bute this

Saturday to pile the pressure on
the two sides above them.

Bute are still looking for their

Group Premiership, but man-
aged to pick up a 0-0 draw when
the two sides met at Balgate Park
back in March.

The Kiltarlity side’s title chal-
lenge took a blow last weekend
when they lost 2-1 at home to
Kyles Athletic, who moved three

place.
John MacRitchie’s men took

the lead in the 14th minute
through Owen Ferguson, but the
visitors pulled level in the second
half through Roddy MacDonald.

A John Whyte strike on the hour
mark gave them a lead which
they were able to hold onto until
the end of the game.

KINGUSSIE face Kilmallie
at Canal Parks this Saturday
– seven days after beating the
Caol side 3-1.

Ronald Ross scored a second
half hat trick to cancel out Liam
MacDonald’s opener at The Dell
to give Kings the win.

The match was only Kings’
second home league game since
March, and manager Russell
Jones told The Oban Times his
side were happy to be back at
The Dell.

He said: ‘It was certainly nice
to be playing back at home. We
didn’t have the biggest crowd
because the second team was
playing in the Sutherland Cup

semi at Spean Bridge so a lot of
people went down to watch that.

Despite moving up to fourth,
Jones said his attentions have
switched to next season.

He said: ‘We’re just going to
play our games out and try to
blood some young guys for next
year. We want to win our games
but we don’t think we can win
the title.’

The two teams will again face
off this weekend at Canal Parks,
with Jones hoping for a repeat
performance and scoreline.

‘Obviously it would be good if
we can get the two points. We’ll
be taking some of the younger
boys along and maybe give some
of them a run out.’

KINLOCHSHIEL play host to
Newtonmore at Balmacara this
weekend looking to record their
second victory of the season
against the reigning Orion Group
Premiership champions.

Manager Johnston Gill told
The Oban Times his side were

He said: ‘We’ve beaten New-
tonmore already. If we’re on our
game we’re as good as anybody
in the league. But it will be a
hard game, Newtonmore will be
looking to get every point they
can.

His side sit in sixth place on 12
points, but Gill feels they need
to pick up points before the end
of the season to avoid getting

He said: ‘We need to get

we can consider ourselves to not
be relegation candidates.’

‘Shiel went down 3-2 to Fort
William at Black Parks last
weekend, with Gary Innes grab-
bing a hat trick. A Keith MacRae
strike and a Duncan Rodger own
goal were not enough for Gill’s
side to get something from the
match.

BUTE will embark on a mis-
sion to stay in the Orion Group
Premiership with a run of home
games to the end of the season,
starting with Lovat this Satur-
day.

While the north team suffered
a damaging home defeat to
Kyles last weekend, the islanders
had no game last weekend when
their scheduled match against
Newtonmore was called off.

LOCHABER secured their

of the season after sweeping
aside Glasgow Mid Argyll in the

weekend.
The Spean Bridge side won 4-0

at Inveraray thanks to goals from
Zands Ferguson, Scott Paterson,
Ryan Toal and Ben Delaney.

Manager Michael Delaney
told The Oban Times: ‘The boys
played really well, it was a good
team performance.

‘The front four all got a goal
and we kept a clean sheet.

‘We didn’t know much about
Glasgow Mid Argyll but they are
a good team.

‘We weren’t too clever for the

the third goal their heads went
down a bit.’

Lochaber return to league
action with a home tie against
Caberfeidh. Delaney expects to
have Stuart Callison and Danny
Delaney available after they
missed last weekend’s games.

He said: ‘I think they’ll be
hurting after last week.

‘They were 2-0 up against
Inverness and lost 3-2.

‘Caberfeidh are always a tough
side to beat, they give you noth-
ing. They’ve got good players
in their squad and good goal
scorers.’

SKYE moved to the top of
North Division One with a hard
fought 5-3 win over bottom side
Strathglass last weekend.

And manager Willie MacRae
will be hoping is side’s good run
of form can continue when they
travel to take on Beauly this
Saturday.

Skye made a good start
against Strathglass but it was

through player/manager Robert
Geddes. Skye were soon level
again when Ally MacDonald

the net, and they took the lead
six minutes later through Iain
Nicolson.

Just before half time it was 3-1
with MacDonald grabbing his
second of the game.

Nicolson looked to have
secured the win for Skye when
he made it 4-1, but Strathglass
struck back through Lee Fraser.

Skye then scored again through
Jordan Murchison, with Geddes
netting a late consolation goal.
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Results from Tobermory Golf Club
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BOWLING

FOOTBALL

SAILING

News and results 
from Oban 
Bowling Club

THE annual Keyline Cup 
Tournament organised by 
Oban Saints Football Club and 
sponsored by Keyline Builders 
Merchants takes place at 

Saturday, July 14.
Taking part are Scottish 

Premier League teams Dundee 
United, St Johnstone and Scot-
tish Cup winners Hearts, along 
with Hamilton Accies from 
Scottish League Division One 
and Division Three champions 
Alloa Athletic who won the 
Keyline Cup last year.
 Amateur host club Oban Saints 
make up the six team tourna-
ment. The competition starts at 
11am. 

All systems go for 
the Keyline CupRonnie to watch his daughter 

compete at the Olympics

SAILING

GOLF

SAILORS are gearing up 
for this year’s Ardfern Yacht 
Centre and Owen Sails Round 
Mull Race that starts tomorrow 
(Friday) and runs until Sunday.

Race organiser Billy Forteith 
said entries included a good 
mixture of new boats and 
familiar faces. The event 
kicks off tonight at Oban 
Sailing Club with a pre-race 
reception courtesy of Forteith 
Foodservice. 

Yachts start off at the Oban 
Sailing Club on Friday at 

island circumnavigation from 
Oban to Tobermory. 

Stage two is from Tobermory 

from Bunessan to Oban. Prizes 
are awarded for each leg as well 
as the overall trophy for the best 
performance of the weekend. 

Bunessan to Oban. 
T. Barbour Fuels, North West 

Marine and Forteith Food 
Service also support the event.

FOUR Oban Bowling Club 
members have lost their district 

Championship.
Janet Church, Peggy 

MacPherson, Anne Stewart 
and Janice Fraser  were beaten 
by a team skipped by Margaret 
Shields from Dumbarton on the 
Dumbarton green.

On Saturday, Oban men 

on Lochgilphead green. All 
the Oban teams got through 

the triples (Neil Macdougall, 
Donald MacLean and Andrew 
Forbes) and the mixed pairs of 
Anne MacDougall and Norrie 
Etherson won their games. 

They now travel to Campbel-
town to take part in the Argyll 

On Sunday, June 24 the 
MacCalman Cup was the prize 
on Oban green. 

Six teams of triples took 

between Sandy Carr, John 
MacLaren and Rosemary Miller 
against Louis MacLeod, Sandra 

Sandy’s team led all the way 
but were pipped by Louis’ team 
at the last end.

MENS Section, July Medal: 1 Donald Brown snr. 70-08-62; 2 
Ewan MacCrone 71-09-62; 3 Ross Kirsop 81-18-63.

Junior section, July Medal: 1 William MacCrone 67-08-59; 2 
Lewis Wilshire 73-11-62; 3 Scott Paterson 98-36-62.

Sailors gear up for 
Round Mull Race

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Weather
Thursday Thundery showers
 Winds light north, north westerly
 Temperatures 15ºC to 20ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures 15ºC to 20ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers
Outlook Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures 14ºC to 19ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, July 5, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  00.37 0.6 06.34 3.8 12.55      0.5       18.55     4.1  
Fri  01.23 0.7 07.14 3.7 13.38 0.6        19.36    4.1
Sat  02.07 0.8 05.52 3.6 14.19      0.7        20.15     3.9
Sun  02.49 0.9 08.29 3.5 15.00      0.9        20.54    3.7
Mon  03.30 1.2 09.04 3.3 15.40   1.1 21.33     3.5
Tues  04.12 1.4 09.41 3.1 16.23 1.4 22.16    3.2
Wed  04.58 1.6 10.25 3.0 17.10 1.6 23.09     3.0
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)
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The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

THE SILVER Jubilee Open, organised by Dal-

than 60 entries, despite the inclement weather.
Held on June 16, the preceding weeks to the 

competition were mostly dry, ensuring the course 
held up remarkably well all day.

The ladies thanked the many members of the 
gents section, who helped to prepare the course, 
which was in immaculate condition.

Results: 
Silver - 1 Janet Buchanan (Dalmally) 35 points; 

Robertson (Dumbarton) 32 points.

MULL’S youngest ever rally driver is making a name for himself 
this season in the Brick and Steel Junior 1000 Ecosse Challenge. 

In only his second rally, at Crail Raceway on June 16,Alasdair 

Impressive 5k 
series win for Tom

ATHLETICS
ON AN extremely wet but calm 
evening last Tuesday runners 

for the most recent round of the 
Atlantis Race Series, a 5K road 
race.  

The course followed a route 
-

shellach, up McKelvie Brae and 
along the road to the transmitter 
mast where the runners turned 
and retraced their steps back to 
the hospital. 

of 16.45 and last year’s winner, 

second in 17.56. Alastair Hall 
came home third overall, 

category (MV50) in 21.08.

22.11, making him fourth 

(MV40) category.
Winner of the women’s event 

category was Karen Forgrieve, 
posting at time of 25,08. 

under-18 across the line in a 
time of 23.42.

The next event in this year’s 
Atlantis Race Series will be 10k 
road from the Corran Halls to 
Dunbeg via the cycle path at 

Leisure on July 31. Full details 
are available at Atlantis Leisure 
reception desk. 

RALLYING
To ten finish for young Mull driver

Prizewinners from Dalmally Golf Club’s Silver Jubilee Open.

Bronze - 1 Ann Hay (Dalmally) 33 points; 2 

Coleman (Dumbarton) 31 points.
Best Local Lady: June Sutherland.

Nine-hole competition: Nancy Hart (Comrie). 
Nearest the Pin: Silver - Claire Masterson (Ban-

Birdies: Morag MacKenzie (Traigh) and Wilma 

GOLF

Silver Jubilee Open at Dalmally

rounds of the Handicap Cham-
pionship and Senior Champion-
ship and second round of Club 
Championship being played. 

In the Handicap Champion-
ship there is to be a play-off with 

-
non having totals of 252. Philip 
Murphy was third with 253. 

Willie MacDougall won 
the Senior Championship 

Prizewinners from this year’s Ladies Open at Taynuilt Golf Club.

IT HAS been a busy time in the 
ladies’ calendar, in particular, at 

Ladies Open, June 10: 
Handicap Category – 1 Alice 
MacCalman (Taynuilt) 36 points 

points (35); 3 Cathie Henderson 
(Taynuilt) 33 points (20). 

Category

MacCalman (Taynuilt) 87.
Ladies Muckairn Trophy 

Petrie 67+ 67 = 134 (24); 2 Moira 
MacVicar 70 + 69 = 139 (35); 3 
Mairead Sim 69 + 74 = 143 (14).

round two and medal, June 17: 

rounds – 1 Fraser Inglis 69 + 72 
= 141; 2 David Howie 75 + 69 = 

144; 3 Andrew Diggory 70 + 75 = 

Hill 57 (13); 2 Iain Livingstone 
62 (11).

GOLF
with rounds of 61, 67 = 128. John 
MacEachen and Terry Macnair 
were second with scores of 129. 

In the Club Championship 
Kevin Mackie leads with scores 
of 61, 66 = 127; Philip Murphy 
lies second with 62, 67 = 129 
and David McCuish is third 
with scores of 64, 66 = 130. This 

Trophy.

Eric takes trophy 
with Amber Haze

SAILING
ERIC Chapman, in the Sigma 
33 Amber Haze, won this year’s 
Dr Ivor Campbell Cup at Oban 
Sailing Club.

Runner-up in the contest 
(Race 150) was Billy Forteith in 
Shadowfax. Third place went to 
Andrew Meed in his Van DeS-
tad Leg 34 Seal NS, followed 
by Alison Chadwick’s Sadler 25 
Hot Toddy. 

A FORMER Connel man will be 
travelling to attend the Olympics 
next month in support of his 

metre hurdler Eilidh Child.
Ronnie Child, who attended 

Achaleven Primary School and 
Oban High School, said he was 
very proud of his 25-year-old 

Tuesday.

major championships before, 
having won silver at the Com-

years ago. She has also competed 
in two World Athletics Cham-
pionships and two European 
Athletics Championships. 

Ronnie, son of the late Ron and 

Connel’s Ronnie Child with 
daughter Eilidh who is 

competing at the Olympic 
Games.

Margaret (nee Black) Child, who 
lived at Stru-mhor in Connel, 
said Eilidh had fond memories 
of visiting her grandparents in 
Argyll and that she had planned 
a holiday in Taynuilt for after the 
Olympics.

The retired policeman, who 
now lives in Kinross, said: ‘Ei-
lidh ran a personal best of 54.96 

one of her three qualifying times 
in order to be considered for 
the team, but I think she can go 
faster yet.

Scottish record
In setting her personal best, 

she also broke her own Scottish 
record and she is ranked number 
one in the UK.

‘Her aim for the Olympics will 

what happens.
‘She is also hoping to run in 

the 4 x 400m event.’
Although her father competed 

in county athletics as a junior 
and previously played rugby 
for Oban Lorne RFC, Eilidh 
has never competed in Argyll 
before.

The Bath-based runner is 
coached by Malcolm Arnold, 
who has overseen the careers of 
two of Britain’s most successful 
hurdlers of recent time, Colin 

She can next be seen in action 
at a grand prix meet in Crystal 
Palace this month, before she 
competes in the 400-metre 

on August 5 and 6, hopefully 
-

gust 8.

ATHLETICS

Action from this year’s Bob MacGregor Memorial Trial in Killin.

LOCAL rider Andrew Anderson 

-
rial Trial in Killin.

The recent two-day trial, 
which is organised by the Bob 

in its seventh year and attracted 
entries from all over Britain.

While Anderson celebrated a 
third in the Premier Route, to 
follow up his Best Scot at this 
year’s Scottish Six Days Trial 
(SSDT), Robert Lafferty from 

followed by Isle of Skye’s David 
Eckl, then Jack Dignan from 
Roybridge.

The trial is also a boost for the 
village, as B&Bs and hotels were 
fully booked well in advance.

Bob  lived and 
worked in Killin and in the 101 
years of the SSDT he is still the 
only Scotsman to ever win the 
event, in 1932 and 1935.

Results: Premier Award Winner - Best 
Expert on Red Route: 1 Joshua Woods, 
23 marks, Haydock, St. Helens; 2 Stephen 
Larkin, 26 marks, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne; 3 
Andrew Anderson, 44 marks, Killin.

Best Non Expert on Red Route – 1 Dave 
Mawer, 68 marks, Ripon, Yorkshire; 2 
Martin Hodgson, 136 marks, Thirsk, 

Edinburgh.
Best Non Expert on Blue Route 

James Black, 56 marks, Northumberland; 
3 Robert McCrory, 64 marks, Co Down, 
Northern Ireland.

McCrory, 28 marks, Co Down, Northern 
Ireland; 2 Chris Moir, 43 marks, Stirling; 3 

Over 40 Blue Route  – 1 Kevin Chapman, 
87 marks, Darlington; 2 Richard Sharp, 
113 marks, York; 3 Andy Hipwell, 122 
marks, Stoke-on-Trent.

Stewart, 21 marks, Denny; 2 Bill Ross, 33 

Darlington.
Over 50 – 1 Ian Myers, 11 marks, Har-

rogate; 2 John Palmer, 56 marks, Berwick 
on Tweed; 3 Mark Whitham, 70 marks, 
Midlothian.

Youth A Blue Route 1 - Robert Lafferty, 
57 marks, Killin; 2 David Eckl, 63 
marks, Isle of Skye; 3 Jack Dignan, 76 
marks, Roybridge.

Youth B – 1 Lewis Byron, 11 marks, 

Pittenweem; 3 Robbie Weir, 66 marks, 
Haddington.

Youth C – 1 Duncan McColl, 14 marks, 
Lesmahagow; 2 Kieran Hay, 20 marks, 
Ladybank; 3 Ben Dignan, 42 marks, 
Roybridge.

Youth D big wheel – 1 Niall Brogan, 

Youth D small wheel – 1 Euan MacLeod, 
5 marks, Biggar; 2 Chris Paterson, 10 
marks, Stirling; 3 Sophie Simpson, 15 
marks, Barrhead; 4 Iona Lafferty, 20 
marks,Killin.

Andrew takes third place at Bob MacGregor Trials
TRIALS

A ROUND race from 
Tobermory to Risga in Loch 
Sunart was held last Saturday 
by members of the Western 
Isles Yacht Club.

The race, part of the schedule 
for 2012, saw wind peak at 
31kts with 15kts and above from 
the south east the average.

All boats were on or near their 
limit while crossing the Sound 
and Jim Traynor’s Kookaburra 
sailed out of her skin whilst 
being pursued by Stevie 
Brown’s Sonas.

Sonas took the lead and a 
return journey with wind above 
20kts saw Jimmy Malloy in 
Loch Duich clinch second with 
a healthy lead over Kookaburra 
and Neil MacInnes in Oneidas 
who blew out her genoa close to 
Tobermory ending her race.

JOHN Blackstock came through 
in the second round on June 2 to 
win the Salmon Centre Shield, 
ahead of David Nathan.

The mixed competition, the 
JR Trophy held on June 10, 
was won by Donna Campbell 
(Balvicar) and second, 
one shot behind, was John 
Morgan(Luing).

There were visitors from as 

The Highland Arts Texas 
Scramble, held on June 24, 

Rab Marshall and David 
Nathan. Nearest the pin at the 
fourth was Mary Phillips and, at 
eighth, John Taylor. 

Longest Drive: Red Tees 

McKenzie.

GOLF

John wins Salmon 
Centre Shield at 
Isle of Seil GC 

Tobermory to 
Risga race
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URGENT work to install skid 
prevention surfacing on an 
A82 danger bend near Corran 
Ferry is to be carried out next 
month after a series of accidents 

the road in the past week.
Locals told The Oban Times 

well over 20 vehicles have lost 
control at the Birchbrae bend, 
around 10 miles south of Fort 
William, since the start of the 
year.

Police attended an incident 
on Saturday evening after a car 
skidded off the road, and a small 
car became the latest victim on 
Monday afternoon, ending up on 
its roof in a roadside ditch. 

Last week police were called 
to three incidents at the corner in 
just three days.

A Transport Scotland 
spokesman told The Oban Times
a report had concluded there was 
a problem with grip on the bend 
and work to improve traction 
will start early in August.

The spokesperson said: 
‘Following reports of a series 
of accidents at this location 
over a relatively short space of 
time, investigations into the skid 
resistance levels on this bend 
were carried out and the results 
of the study were submitted in 
May.

‘The results have now been 
examined and it has been 
agreed that safety improvements 
involving high friction surfacing 

FORT William RC Primary School, still 
affectionately known locally by its former 
name of St Mary’s, has waved farewell to 
three long-standing members of staff.

At a packed end of term assembly on 
Friday, teachers Anne Sutherland and 
Moira Campbell, together with school 
cleaner Marie Kennedy were showered 

wishes on their retirement. The teachers 
have each served 37 years at the school 
and Marie 29 – a combined total of 103 
years.  P7 pupils Amy MacKay and Beth 
MacLennan paid tribute to Ms Campbell 
and Ms Sutherland by way of a limerick.

Beth recited: ‘There was a nice teacher, 

Mrs Sutherland, who sang Super Trooper 
in the Abba band. She loved her edges 
straight, hated children being late and 
looks forward to travelling to other 
lands.’

An emotional Anne told The Oban 
Times: ‘We have so many happy memo-
ries of our time working at St Mary’s. It’s 

a great wee school.’ Moira said: ‘We are 
proud of this school for so many reasons. 
When people come here they get such a 
warm welcome.’

Marie added: ‘I have really enjoyed 
working here. It is such a friendly school 
and I’m sad to leave – although I’m look-
ing forward to having more spare time!’

Woman admits 
stealing          
£3,000 from old 
folks home
A BALLACHULISH woman 
has admitted stealing nearly 
£3,000 from a local old folks 
home over two years while 
working there. 

Jill Sutherland, of Brae 
Cottage, Brecklet, worked as 

in Ballachulish and embezzled 
£2,810 between January 1 2008 
and December 20 2010.

The 43-year-old was in tears 

her guilty plea at Fort William 
Sheriff Court. Sheriff Douglas 
Small deferred sentencing 
Sutherland until July 31 for 
reports.

A NORTH Uist wool-making company is cel-
ebrating after being awarded a £90,000 grant to 
build a new spinning mill on Grimsay.

Uist Wool was granted the funds by the LEAD-
ER Innse Gall programme. The news follows a 
£50,000 grant from the comhairle’s sustainable 
development committee which was given two 
weeks ago.

The money will go towards mill construction 

and start-up costs, with work expected to start 
-

mer 2013.
Uist Wool committee member Dana MacPhee 

said: ‘We can now get ahead with securing 
-

ing a timetable for the building work and the all 
important installation of the machinery. 

‘It feels good to be making solid plans for this 

work as opposed to discussing endless ‘what if?’ 
scenarios. 

‘There are many people we’d like to thank for 
getting us to this stage and it’s a long list but 
special mention should go to the local LEADER 

very thorough and patient in dealing with our 
application and should be acknowledged for her 
work.’

THE PROPOSED St Kilda 
Centre on the Isle of Lewis 
has been named as a ‘key case 
study of global importance’ by 
UNESCO’S World Heritage 
Committee.

The island of St Kilda is one 

Scotland and there are plans to 
create an interpretation centre at 
Mangurstadh on Lewis within 
sight of St Kilda which lies 60 
miles offshore. 

Arisaig music 
workshop
A THREE day music workshop 
will be held in Arisaig Primary 
School in the build up to the 
local Highland games, which 
will be held on Wednesday July 
25.

Tutors including Ewen 
Henderson and Sìleas Sinclair 
will work with students on 

clàrsach and Gàidhlig song 
at the workshop, which is 
being organised by Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal. The young musicians 
will then perform at the games.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

will be installed to improve 
the skid resistance around the 
bend.’

Local resident George Wilson 
spoke to The Oban Times to 
highlight the worries of those 
who live nearby.

He said: ‘We who live at Corran 
see all these vehicles gracing 
the ditches on both sides of the 
road, many having crossed the 
carriageway, more facing the 
way they came and most upside 
down. 
‘In the midst of this mayhem 
is the bus shelter. We await the 
bus to Glasgow with a sense of 
unease, wondering, if one day, 
one of these vehicles will sweep 
us into the ditch with them.’

Lochaber area chief inspector 
David Bushell said every time 
police were called to an incident 
on a trunk road it was reported 
to Transport Scotland, but did 

area of particular concern.
He told The Oban Times:

‘We’re in close contact with 
the roads authorities and each 
time there is an incident it is 
investigated.

‘When it comes to multiple 
accidents in one place it is clear 
something needs to be done.’

Urgent
action
on skid 
danger 
bend

Goodbye St Mary’s! Anne Sutherland, Marie Kennedy and Moira Campbell have given more than 100 years’ combined service to the school.  20_f27retiral01

Spate of crashes prompts 
installation of new surface

The centre currently has a 
planned opening date of 2016.

The committee will aim to 

tourism developments at the 
site.

Buidheann Leasachaidh Ionad 
Hiort (St Kilda Development 
Group) chairperson Joni 
Buchanan chair said: ‘This 
endorsement is hugely important 
and it offers Scotland the chance 
to develop something that 

respects St Kilda, offers great 

‘In order to deliver it, the local 
community is going to need 
a lot of external support and I 
hope that it will now be looked 
on as a project of national and 
international importance.’

St Kilda, which has lain 
uninhabited since 1930, contains 
a number of prehistoric and 
medieval sites.

Long-serving school staff bid farewell to St Mary’s

North Uist wool-makers celebrate grant windfall

St Kilda centre’s global recognition West Highland shinty six named in 
national Scotland Under 17 squad 

Community
landowner 
appoints new 
directors
SOUTH Uist Estate community 
landowner Stòras Uibhist has 
appointed six new directors to 
its board.

The company recently held its 
annual general meeting at South 
End Hall in Daliburgh, where 
the new board members were 
announced.

The company also reported 

Lochboisdale regeneration 
project. Detailed design work 
is nearing completion for the 
£9.5million project and the 
process to award a construction 
contract is underway. Building 
work is expected to take around 
18 months and is set to start in 
early 2013.

SIX WEST Highlands shinty 
players have been selected to 
represent their country in the 
Scotland under 17’s upcoming 
tour of Ireland.

Skye pair Shawn Headly and 
Jordan Murchison made the 
cut for the 17-man squad, as 
did Lochaber youngster Patrick 
Toal. Kinlochshiel’s Oliver 
Macrae, Glengarry’s Ewen 
Brady and Fraser Heath of 

Glenurquhart will also make the 
trip. The squad head to Ireland 
on July 22 and will take on 
Wester Meath under 17s and the 
under 17s Dublin Development 
Squad during their three-day 
visit. National development 

year’s squad is made up of some 
highly skilful players, many 
of whom already hold spots in 

WEST Highland College (WHC) was been 
awarded £1.5million to renovate and expand its 
college centre in Portree.

The Scottish Government grant will allow WHC 
to develop its An Tuireann building, turning 
it into a centre for further education, offering a 

The college currently has 10 learning centres 
in Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross, with around 
1,600 students.

WHC board of management chairman Dr 
Michael Foxley welcomed the support.

He said: ‘The announcement of capital funding 
has coincided with an additional £250,000 of 
funding being made available by the Scottish 
Funding Council to WHC to increase courses 
and learning opportunities in Lochaber, Skye and 
Wester Ross. 

‘We have long argued for an enhanced provision 
of learning opportunities in the west Highlands 

in further and higher education than the rest of 
Scotland and we are delighted that the Scottish 
Government is listening to our case.’

WHC principal and chief executive Lydia 
Rohmer said: ‘We will be moving ahead quickly to 
progress plans for the design and build to provide 

improved learning and teaching facilities in 
Portree.’

College awarded £1.5m for renovation and expansion 

West Highland College UHI

• NC Music

01397 874246
West Highland College UHI is a company limited by 

guarantee (SC153921)with charitable status (SC024193)
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POLICE are appealing for 
information after a golden 
eagle was found poisoned in 
Lochaber.

A post-mortem conducted by 
the laboratory of Science and 
Advice for Scottish Agriculture 
showed the bird, discovered 
near Morar in March, died after 
eating bait laced with banned 
pesticides.

The young eagle’s tracking 
device showed it had made its 
way up the west coast from 
Beinn an Tuirc near Carradale 
in Kintyre, where it was reared 
as a chick.

The incident takes to three 
the number of known eagle 
poisonings in the Morar area 
in 10 years. Two white-tailed 
eagles were previous victims. 

A multi-agency investigation 
involving Northern 
Constabulary, the National 
Wildlife Crime Unit and RSPB 
Scotland is now underway.

Ian Thomson, head of 
investigations for RSPB 
Scotland said: ‘Despite the hard 
work being done by the police 
and partner agencies, some 
individuals continue to disregard 
the law, and public opinion, by 
killing protected birds of prey. 

‘Sadly, this is just the latest in 
a long list of golden eagles found 
poisoned over the last few years, 
and that only represents those 
actually discovered. 

‘Who knows how many of 

LOCHABER councillors have voiced ‘very 

A82 at Inverlochy. 
Members heard at their latest business 

meeting that police have also expressed 
concerns, as has Highlands and Islands Fire 
and Rescue Service. 

It was agreed to write to the chief executive 
of Transport Scotland in an effort to have the 
problem looked at.

Grant awards:  
Kilmallie Playgroup - £1,075 from the 

‘Childcare and Family resource’ budget; 
Invergarry Primary School Parent Council 
- £250 for school trips; Two Lochs Youth 

and Community Project - up to £1,450 for 
summer/October programme being run in 
conjunction with Highlife Highland; Mor-
vern Community Development Company 
– contribution to exhibition and oral history 
project - £1,500, and Highlife Highland - 
£2,600 – towards its summer and October 
holiday programme.

CONGRATULATIONS to Morvern’s two police constables 
Andrew Irvine and James Boundy on receiving The Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee Medal. 

According to the citation, these medals are given to men 
and women who dedicate their lives to public good and who 
represent the very best of the British spirit.

AN INTERESTING relic of a bygone era has returned to 
Morvern by way of an international auction house. It is in the 
form of a silver mounted stag’s hoof. 

The stag was shot at Savary on the Sound of Mull on October 
3 1923 by Mr H Crum-Ewing, a guest of the late Gerard Craig 
Sellar of Ardtornish. 

It had 10 points and weighed 26stone six pounds and for 
many years held the record as the heaviest wild red deer stag 
killed in Morvern.

ARDTORNISH House, the huge Victorian concrete and 
sandstone building dominating the landscape at the head of 

elephantiasis’, is the subject of an interesting new book in a 
series about Morvern’s history. 

‘Ardtornish House – The Architectural and Decorative 
Marbles and Granites’ has been written by Peter Warren 

Lochaline Stores, price £10.

THE SOUND of Mull, once known as the M1 of the Medieval 
West, remains a busy sea route for ships passing to and from 
the Inner Hebrides and beyond. 

The largest and most regular of these are the distinctive red-
hulled bulk carriers the ‘Yeoman Bontrup’ and the ‘Yeoman 
Bridge’ each carrying upwards of 84,000 tonnes of aggregate 
from Glensanda Super Quarry to Hamburg, Gdansk, Rostock, 
Amsterdam, Antwerp and the Isle of Grain. 

Approximately 150 million tonnes of granite aggregate have 
been shipped from Glensanda since the quarry began in 1992.

Some of the stone has been used for the building of the 
London Olympic Stadium.

TOP OF the must-see, must-do list for visitors and locals in 
Morvern are the wild goats which inhabit the cliffs and rocky 
sea-shore between Kingairloch and Kilmalieu. 

The kids are born in February and this year, thanks to 
favourable weather conditions, there have been fewer deaths 
than usual which augers well for the survival of this herd, 
which is one of the oldest in Scotland. 

In 1984/5 the late Mrs Patricia Strutt of Kingairloch introduced 
a number of males and females from an island south of Oban. 

In the past billy goats were sometimes shot for their horns 
but happily this is no longer the case and the herd is left alone. 
– Iain Thornber.

THE ROTARY Club of Lochaber welcomed its 
new president Sheana Fraser at a ceremony in the 
Alexandra Hotel, Fort William, last week.

Ms Fraser, a former principal teacher of home 
economics at Lochaber High School (LHS), suc-
ceeds her former colleague and LHS rector Paul 
Brian.

Ms Fraser thanked the outgoing committee 
members in her inaugural speech.

She said: ‘Year on year we are getting busier. 
We’re all here for different reasons, but the aim of 
service above ourselves is what unites us all.

‘The best piece of advice I have been given is to 
enjoy the next year and I hope you will as well.’

Ms Fraser laid out her hopes for her year in the 
position, which included increasing the club’s 
membership especially amongst women and 
younger people.

COMMUNITY groups and 
individuals on Skye have received 
civic awards from Highland 
Council in recognition of their 
achievements and contribution 
to their communities.

And winners at a special 
awards ceremony in Portree 
last Monday included Edinbane 
Primary School pupils, who 
won the environment category 
for their imaginative project to 
recycle spectacles.

Principal teacher Jackie Neil 
told The Oban Times: ‘We are 
delighted the children’s efforts 
have been recognised.’

Other winners were:
Community Award 

- John Robertson, nominated 
by Kyleakin and Kylerhea 

Skye Gravel Sprint 
date announced
THE ISLE of Skye Rally 
Club (IoSRC) has announced 
September 22 as the date for its 
annual Skye Gravel Sprint at 
Skeabost Forest.

The event, now in its third 
year, traditionally draws 
hundreds of rally enthusiasts to 
the 1.9km course.

IoSRC committee member 
Kenny Munro told The Oban 
Times that registration for the 
sprint would not go live until 
between two and four weeks 
before race day.

going ahead again this year. It is 
our premier event and takes an 
awful lot of organising, but we 
love doing it.

‘It is proving very popular 
– we had over 350 visitors and 
locals through the stage last 
year. It is the only event of its 
kind on the Isle of Skye.’

LOCHABER High School is to introduce a school 
uniform after the summer holidays to create a bet-
ter working atmosphere in the classroom.

The school introduced a dress code around six 
years ago but has now gone a step further with a 
formal uniform design, including a new school 
tie.

Head teacher Jim Sutherland told The Oban 
Times the proposal had been popular with pupils 
and parents.

He said: ‘We haven’t had a school uniform until 
now. We spoke to parents about it and they voted 
in favour. Having a uniform helps to create a pur-
poseful atmosphere with all the children dressed 
for working.

‘The pupils chose the design for the tie, which 

will be black with a thin red stripe.’ From the start 
of the new school year in August pupils will be 
expected to wear: plain white shirt, buttoning to 
the neck - long or short sleeved - school tie; plain 
black v-neck jumper or cardigan; plain black 
trousers or skirt; plain black shoes.

Jeans, hoodies, shorts, jogging bottoms and any 
clothing related to football teams or other sports 
clubs are all now on the banned list. Pupils will 
also be asked to remove outdoor clothing, such as 
jackets or scarves, in class.

summer holidays will be Wednesday August 15.
Information on how to buy the uniform can 

be found on the school’s website www.lochaber.
highland.sch.uk.

Sculptor unveils 
projects in Portree
AN ISLE of Harris sculptor 
will give a presentation of his 
most recent projects in Portree 
tonight.

Steve Dilworth is the third 
artist in visual arts promoters 
ATLAS’ summer series to 
showcase island talent.

Mr Dilworth crafts his 
sculptures using tradi-
tional techniques at his studio at 
Becravik on the Isle of Harris.

He said: ‘I want to retrieve 
that moment of understanding, 
not by describing, but by 
making.’ 

The event in Tigh-na-Sgire, 
Park Lane, starts at 7pm.

Fort William Primary marked the end of the school year with a prizegiving ceremony to reward the 
children for their efforts. Campbell McNeil, front, was given the sportsmanship award, while sisters 
Joanna and Kerry Watson hold the shield given to the rounders team for their success. A number of 
certificates were given to other pupils during the ceremony in the school gym, which was attended 

by parents and friends of the school. 20_f27fort01

War memorial 
could be moved
MOVES are afoot in Ballachul-
ish to move a World War I 
memorial from its current spot 
on the A82 roadside into the 
village.

A public meeting was held 

out whether local people felt the 
monument should be moved to 
protect it from damage from 

Community council chairman 
Mel MacAskill told The Oban 
Times: ‘It’s been damaged down 
there by all the cars and lorries 
going past and I think the 
foundations are moving.

‘We held the meeting to see if 
it was something people wanted 
done and everyone who was 
there said they did.’

Mr MacAskill said the 
community council would look 
into possible funding sources to 
have a structural survey on the 
memorial carried out and that 
further public meetings on the 
issue would be held.

 New Rotary Club president Sheana Fraser with president-elect for 2013 Andrew Bootman and 
out-going president Paul Brian. 10_f27rotary01

Morvern Lines

Poisoned: the golden eagle found near Morar.

killed but never found? We 
condemn the actions of those 
who continue to kill Scotland’s 
birds of prey and hope anyone 
with information related to this 
or other wildlife crimes will step 
up and pass this to the police or 
contact Crimestoppers.’

Chief Inspector Matthew 
Reiss, Northern Constabulary’s 
wildlife crime co-ordinator, 
said: ‘Wildlife tourism is an 

generator in the Highland 
economy, and particularly so in 
West Lochaber.

‘Poisoning is indiscriminate 
- it could be your pet dog - or 
even a human - that could be 

killed simply by contact with 
such illegal poisons. This is a 
completely unacceptable and 
illegal practice. 

‘People who use these poisons 
are threatening the economy 
by killing the very wildlife 
that people visit the area to 
enjoy viewing. These visitors 

spending in the area, so crimes 
such as this are also threatening 
the jobs of people directly and 
indirectly reliant on the income 
derived from wildlife tourism.’

Anyone with information 
relating to this case is urged 
to contact Crimestoppers on 
0800555111 or the police 01463 
715555.

Edinbane Primary School: won a civic award at Portree. Photograph by Iain Smith.

Community Council, for his 
determined efforts on behalf of 
the community and his leading 
role in fundraising for Kyleakin 
village hall.

Young People Award 
- Lorna Cormack for her work 
with Portree Pantomime Group 
and Portree Drama Group.

Sport Award - Angus 
Beaton, nominated by Portree 
Primary School pupils, for his 
outstanding commitment to 
football coaching.

Arts and Music Award 
- Karen Campbell for her role in 
teaching Highland dancing and 
organising the highly successful 
Highland Dancing Festival. 

Special Award - Dr 
Julian Toms in recognition of 

his tireless work on behalf of 
communities across Skye.

Each recipient received a 

commissioned plate created by 
Uig Pottery, which they will 
retain for a year.  

Speaking on behalf Isle of 
Skye councillors, who presented 
the awards, Councillor Hamish 
Fraser said: ‘We are so lucky 
to have in our communities 
such dedicated people who 
voluntarily give of their time and 
talents to help others, care for 
our environment and improve 
our communities. 

‘All the award winners are to be 
congratulated and we also thank 
everyone for their nominations.’

End of term prizegiving rewards pupils

Rotary club welcomes new president

Inverlochy traffic build-up still causing concern

Skye civic award winners 
honoured at ceremony

Uniform to be introduced 
at Lochaber High School

Police need 
help to 

eagle killer
Morar bird of prey poisoned

AN SIN bidh crathadh làmhan ann is bilean blàth toirt phòg.’ 
Cha robh pògan aig a’ choinneachadh ann am Beul Feirste, 

cho fad ‘s is aithne dhuinn, ach abair gun d’ fhuair an crathadh-
làimhe eadar a’ Bhanrigh agus Màrtainn MacAonghais aire 
mheadhanan an t-saoghail! Agus nach math an comharradh 
air sìobhaltachd gun robh a’ mhòr-chuid uasal às na thachair. 
Gun teagamh, bha mòran eachdraidh na dhuilgheadas air an dà 
thaobh an seo, ach bha cuideachd gliocas a bha ag aithneachadh 
gum feum cùisean gluasad air adhart agus gum bheil buaidh 
shònraichte aig samhlaidhean aig amannan den t-seòrsa. Mar 
a bha riamh fìor, bha gach taobh ciontach à fìor olc an aghaidh 
a chèile aig àm air choreigin agus ged nach leigear a leas 
eachdraidh a chur à cuimhne gu tur, chan fhaodar a bharrachd 
leigeil leis a bhith na chnap-starra a tha gu bhith a’ bacadh 
slighe a dh’ionnsaigh adhartais agus sìth. Bhiodh e faoin 
co-dhùnadh gun do chuir a’ choinneamh eadar a’ Bhanrigh 
agus MacAonghais cùisean ceart ann an Èirinn a Tuath, ach 
gun teagamh chuir seo ris an seòrsa leigheis phoilitigeach a 
dh’fheumas tachairt. Mar a bhiodh dùil, bha uamhas deasbaid ri 
chluinntinn ‘s ri leughadh air toiseach air a’ choinneachadh seo 
agus bha cuid dheth a bha ciallach! Bha cuid eile gun toinisg 
agus tha e draghail a bhith a’ cluinntinn dhaoine le inbhe glaiste 
ann am beachdan cho dùinte agus cho cumhang. Saoilidh 
mise gum feum gach taobh ciont eachdraidheil aideachadh 
agus maitheanas a shireadh ma tha adhartas gu bhith ann agus 
saoilidh mi gun d’ rinneadh seo le ealantas nuair a rug Ealasaid 
air làimh air Màrtainn. Chan eil cinnt sam bith mu eachdraidh 
crathadh-làimhe oir tha e dol air ais iomadh linn, ach ’s e aon 
mhìneachadh gum bheil e na dhearbhadh dha gach taobh nach 
eil ionnsaigh dol ga dhèanamh. Tha iomadh facal sgrìobhte 
mun chuspair agus a liuthad beachd air slàinteachas is mar sin 
air adhart an lùib a’ chleachdaidh, ach tha e stèidhichte ann an 
dualchas na dùthcha seo. Ann an cuid de dhùthchannan eile 
na Roinn Eòrpa ’s e pòg air  gach lethcheann an cleachdadh 
agus smaoinichibh air cho doirbh ‘s a bhiodh co-dhùnadh na 
Banrigh nam b’ e sin an roghainn a bha gu bhith roimhpe aig a’ 
choinneachadh le MacAonghais!  

IT IS immensely encouraging that the majority have welcomed 
the historic symbolic handshake between the Queen and the 
Deputy leader of the Northern Ireland Assembly. 

Failure to acknowledge an elected political leader would 
have been seriously embarrassing but the historic chasm of 
armed struggle could not be forgotten. Pragmatism prevailed 
and while the crimes committed by both sides will certainly 
not be forgotten the handshake signals a willingness to move 
forward towards political solutions and peace. The handshake 
is a multi-functional device conveying messages ranging from 
warmth and welcome to cold parting.  And how much easier 
for the Queen than a French two-cheek kiss or an American 
air-kiss!  
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.
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MALLAIG played host to a 
Fish Feis on Saturday – a new 
fundraising event which drew 
large crowds to the village.

After the port lost its annual 
Gala Day last year, the organis-
ers of Fèis Na Mara, the annual 
three day Gaelic music festival 
held in the village, decided to 
create a new community event 
for the area. 

Money raised on the day will 
go towards funding this year’s 
Fèis Na Mara, which will be held 
on October 5-7.

Police files
A CHILD’S scooter was stolen 
from outside a property on 
Lochiel Road, Fort William, 
sometime between 1.30pm and 
2.20pm on Tuesday June 26.

A GLASS panel on a door to a 
shop on The Parade, Fort Wil-
liam, was smashed sometime 
between 7am and 10am on 
Sunday June 24.

ANYONE with knowledge 
of these incidents is asked to 
contact Fort William Police 
Station on 01397 702361 or 

702000.

TWO NEW stalking ponies for Knoydart 
and a proposed community hydroelectric 
scheme at Elgol are among projects set to 

Conservation Fund.
The cash will enable the Knoydart 

Foundation to buy and train two young 
ponies to carry red deer carcasses off the 
hill.

The traditional method is ideal for taking 
the beasts out without disturbing ecologically 
sensitive areas.

Angela Williams of the Knoydart 
Foundation said: ‘Our three stalking ponies 
are all approaching retirement age. We 
needed to look at replacements now so that 

the younger ponies can work with the older 
ones for a couple of seasons. The John Muir 
Trust grant will enable us to continue with 
our deer management operations in a way 
that helps us to achieve our land management 
objectives. We would be struggling to justify 
the cost without this assistance.’

Strathaird Community Association will 
use its grant to plan a micro hydroelectric 
scheme on the burn next to Elgol Community 
Hall, following the installation of solar 
panels on the building.

The 20kWh turbine is projected to generate 
around 80,000kWh a year, potentially 
raising tens of thousands of pounds annually 
for community projects.

Mark Purrett of Strathaird Community 
Association said: ‘Many of the details are 
still in the planning process, but this is an 
exciting opportunity that could be incredibly 

The trust is also supporting promotion of 
the Harris Mountain Festival on September 

West Harris Trust.
The trust’s Duncan Macpherson said: 

‘This award is extremely valuable to us. 

the outstanding wild landscape and natural 
heritage of our area, enabling visitors to be 
more informed and conservation-minded in 
their enjoyment of it.’

Parents, teachers and friends 
packed out Upper Achintore 
Primary School for the end of 
term awards and celebration 
ceremony. Lochy House won 
the trophy for house of the 

year, with captain Connor Cal-
laghan and deputy Ruaraidh 

Cant picking up the prize.
Robert Galloway and Billy 

Rydings won the poetry prize 
for their composition ‘Ben 

Nevis the Great’. Head teacher 
Nick Thomson said: ‘They were 

a really great year and set a 
great example to the younger 
pupils. We wish them all the 

best.’ Clockwise from top left, 
Robert, Billy, Ruaraidh and 

Connor. 20_f27upper01

Lotto draw
THERE were no winners in the 
Fort William FC lotto draw at 
the weekend. Numbers were 
05-15-17. The jackpot goes up to 
£400 this week.

Man denies Fort 
knife charge
A MAN is due to stand 
trial before a jury accused of 
carrying a knife on the streets 
of Fort William and struggling 

John McPhee pled not 
guilty to having a knife in his 
possession with out reasonable 
excuse or lawful authority on 
Hill Road, Cameron Road and 
Iona Court. 

The 22-year-old also denies 
running away from police of-

when apprehended on Alma 
Road. The alleged incidents 
took place on March 30.

The trial is due to be held in 
Fort William Sheriff Court on 
July 16.

Dangerous   
driving trial 
postponed
THE TRIAL of a Fort William 
man accused of driving at 
speeds of up to 67mph in the 
town and hitting and injuring 
a cyclist, leading to his right 
leg being amputated, has been 
postponed until November 5.

Graham Douglas, of 12b 
Linnhe Buildings, had been due 
to stand trial at Fort William 
Sheriff Court this month, 

the alleged victim, Andrew 
MacLeod, would be in England 
for specialised rehabilitation for 
his injuries. Douglas, aged 28, 
denies driving dangerously and 
at grossly excessive speed on 
Lundavra Road and colliding 
with Mr MacLeod, who was on 
a mountain bike, severely injur-

him. The alleged incident 
happened on March 7 2011.

Nineteen witnesses are due to 
give evidence at the trial.

Local chef Duncan Gibson put on a seafood cooking demonstration during the Fish Fèis. 20_f27fish01

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Despite the less than ideal 
weather, crowds gathered at 
the harbour to enjoy a selec-
tion of seafood, stalls, music 
and cooking demonstrations, 
while Marine Harvest put on a 
barbecue.

Feis Na Mara committee 
member Sheena Davis helped 
organise the Fish Feis. Speaking 
to The Oban Times at the event, 
she said: ‘Since the gala day shut 

down the area has missed it. We 
felt this was the ideal way to get 
the same community feeling and 
fun and to raise a bit of money 
for the Fèis.’

Provost Allan Henderson gave 
the speech to open the inaugural 
event, saying: ‘Mallaig was 
brought up on the back of the 

important to an area like ours for 
us to do something like this.’

Award winning chef Duncan 

Hotel, showed an eager audience 

Decision time 
on site of new 
Gaelic school 

how to cook seafood such as 
mussels, scallops and salmon 
quickly and easily.

A fancy dress parade for the 
youngsters was also held, with 
Rhiann Eddie’s scallop-inspired 
costume winning her the over 

Premo McLean shared the under 

The fun continued into the 
night with drinks and live music 
at the West Highland Hotel, with 
local musicians providing the 
entertainment.

John Muir Trust funds two new stalking ponies

Mallaig Fish Fèis a recipe for success

celebrate

A REPORT on where a new 
Gaelic primary school for Fort 
William should be built is due to 
go before Highland Council in 
coming weeks.

Councillors will choose 
between siting the school on 
land near Ardgour Road in 
Caol or building it as part of the 
on-going development at Blar 
Mhor.

Local councillor Bill Clark told 
The Oban Times the school should 
go to the Caol site which has 
already been cleared of peat. He 
said: ‘There is a straightforward 
choice – spending in the region 
of £1million to clear peat and 
provide services for a Gaelic 
school on the Blar or siting it at 

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Ardgour Road on a site entirely 
clear of peat with services 
already close by.’

Miller Development’s 
operation to clear up to four 
metres of peat from Blar Mhor 
in preparation for a new Tesco 
store got underway last week.

Councillor Eddie Hunter said 
the Blar was the ‘ideal site’ for 
the school.

He said: ‘If we use the land 
which has been made available 
by Miller and the money in the 
pot from the planning gain, we 
can clear and prepare a site for 
the Gaelic school at little or 

no cost to the tax payer.’ An 
agreement between Highland 
Council and Miller is in place 
for the developers to provide 
£500,000 in planning gain for 

planning permission. 
The Oban Times understands 

this is based on the Gaelic school 
and other facilities being built 
on the Blar, but can be altered if 
both sides agree.

Councillor Eddie Hunter said: 
‘If we use the land which has 
been made available by Miller 
and the money in the pot from 
the planning gain, we can clear 
and prepare a site for the Gaelic 
school at little or no cost to the 
tax payer.’

Report due to go before councillors
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Cash prize for 
budding writers
BUDDING writers are being 
encouraged to enter a short 
story competition to be in with 
the chance of winning a cash 
prize.

The AVogel Dormeasan 
write a short story for bedtime 
competition that came to an 
end in October 2011 has been 
relaunched due to popularity.

Entries, between 1,500 and 
3,000 words, must be received 
no later than October 31 2012. 

Full details are on avogel.
co.uk/story.

a dispute over the ownership 
of Tobermory Cat, despite a 
solution being indirectly offered 
by the artist who claims the 
character is his.

Mull artist Angus Stewart, 
through his Facebook page, said 
he would drop his dispute over 
Birlinn’s publication of The 

Tobermory Cat if the publisher 
agreed to donate 2.5 per cent of 

Hall, which is in the early stages 
of a restoration project.

However, Hugh Andrew, man-
aging director of Birlinn, has hit 
back at Mr Stewart saying he 
has not made any such offer to 
the company directly. Without 

from Mr Stewart, he added, it 
wouldn’t be possible to come 
to agreement. He has further 
told Mr Stewart to meet the 
company’s legal costs before 
agreement is reached.

Posting on his Facebook page, 
Mr Stewart said: ‘With my brand 
registration in place I think we 

could work together to make this 
a great success.’

Mr Andrew criticised Mr 
Stewart for making his offer in 
public instead of directly, but 
said he was open to negotiation.

However, legal costs incurred 
so far would have to be met by 
Mr Stewart, while any ‘defama-
tory’ statements on any of Mr 

Stewart’s websites or Facebook 
pages would have to be removed. 
He said: ‘He has not made 
an offer to me; he has posted 
something publicly. If this was 
intended as a serious offer, he 
would have made it directly 
rather than publicly on a website.
If this was to be considered, we’d 
expect him to make the same 

own commercial activities con-
nected to Tobermory Cat.’

had been made in writing to 
Birlinn. He said: ‘I’ve already 
said I’ll match the 2.5 per cent.  
We’ve both incurred legal costs 
so I’m not going to pay his – just 
pucker up and let’s settle it.’

Fur still flies in dispute over ownership of Tobermory Cat tale

TWO LUCKY Oban Times 
competition winners are getting 
ready to head to the Belladrum 
Festival in Beauly in August.

Ballachulish woman Brenda 
Middleton and Hugh Beaton of 
Portree each won two camping 
tickets after correctly answering 
the question ‘Which Liverpool 
band will play at this year’s 
Belladrum Festival?’ The answer 
was The Wombats.

Brenda Middleton told 
The Oban Times she was 

told she had won the tickets 
– and will be taking husband 
Duncan to the festival.

She said: ‘I’m absolutely 

won a competition like this. I’m 

Hugh Beaton will pass his prize onto his son and his son Malcolm.

Brenda and Duncan Middleton are looking forward to the music 
festival already. 10_f26belladrum01

Lucky readers win tickets for Belladrum

URRAS na Drochaid (The Skye 
Bridge Trust) trustees have 
awarded grants totalling £7,000 
to two local groups.

The trust, founded in 1995 by 
Eilean Iarmain Estate owner Sir 
Iain Noble when the bridge was 
being built, supports charitable 
activities in south Skye and 
Lochalsh. 

widow and trustee Lucilla Noble 
presented Lochalsh Junior Pipe 
Band with a cheque for £3,000 
towards the costs of replacing 
and updating its equipment. 
Trustees then enjoyed a band 
performance at Eilean Iarmain.

Lady Noble said of the band: 
‘We remember well Iain’s 
great enthusiasm and love of 
traditional music and in light of 
his encouragement and support 
of young talented musicians it 

at Eilean Iarmain for this 
presentation. 

‘Thig crìoch air an t-saoghal, 
ach mairidh gaol agus ceòl. (The 
world may come to an end but 
love and music go on forever.)’

Urras chairman Billy Reid said 
of the band, which performs 

Lucilla Noble presents the cheque to Lochalsh Junior Pipe Band’s oldest and youngest band 
members, Donald Nixon, and Alasdair MacRae, respectively.

regularly at local events: ‘I am 

from the revived trust goes to 
talented young local musicians. 
This is exactly in the spirit of 
Urras na Drochaid.’

Thanking the trust, band 
leader Niall Stewart said: 
‘The band provides a platform 
for local youngsters to 
develop their musical talent 
and their team-working skills. It 

does cost a lot of money to run 
the band and this award will 
be a tremendous help to us in 
updating our existing equipment 
and purchasing essential 
new items.’

Urras na Drochaid later 
granted £4,000 to the Eilean Ban 
Trust, which owns the island 
underneath the Skye Bridge.

The money will fund repainting 
the iron bridge to the lighthouse, 

which were designed by D and 
T Stevenson and completed in 
1857. The access bridge is one of 
only two remaining iron bridges 
in Britain engineered by the 
Stevensons.

Eilean Ban Trust manager 
Hugh Davis thanked the trust 
and said work was due to start 
in July this year. Access to the 
lighthouse will be closed during 
the refurbishment.

Skye trust backs island groups to tune of £7,000

-
ties are being urged to apply 
to a new Euro fund for local 
projects.

Some £549,392 from Axis 4 of 
the European Fisheries Fund is 
available this year for schemes 

-
lages.

Highland Council, which is 
contributing 25 per cent of the 
fund, has set up a Fisheries 
Local Action Group (FLAG) 
to consider applications and 
how the cash will be allocated 
locally. 

Councillor Thomas Prag, 
chairman of the planning, 
environment and development 
committee, said it was important 

diversify and prosper. He said: 
‘A wide range of projects are 
eligible to apply, such things 
as delivering skills training 
for local people, value adding 

opportunities and all kinds of 
collaborative ideas.

‘I hope this funding can help 
unlock the potential of coastal 
communities in the Highlands to 
be successful and sustainable in 
the years to come.’

Groups and businesses are 
asked to submit expressions of 
interest in the scheme by July 
27. A further round will be an-
nounced in due course. The fund 
runs until December 31. 

Details at www.highland.gov.
uk.

Highland fishermen urged to net new 
Euro funding

NORTHERN Constabulary has 
received reports that poachers 
could be targeting breeding 
colonies of fresh water mussels 
in remote areas of the Isle of 
Harris.

The mussels are an endan-
gered species and are protected 
by law under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981. Any 
unauthorised person tampering 
with them is breaking the law 
and faces prosecution if caught.

PC Neil Martin at Tarbert 
Police Station said: ‘It is 
something we are keeping an 
eye on. Any suspicious activity 
can be reported to Northern 
Constabulary on 01851 702222 
or Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555 111.

Poachers target 
Harris mussel beds

WEST coast residents are to 
receive reminder calls about 
medical appointments following 
a successful trial of the scheme 
by NHS 24.

The patient reminder service 
will help health boards deliver 

outpatient services by phoning 
people eight days in advance of 
their appointments.

The pilot project showed that 
missed appointments fell by 
27 per cent when patients were 
given reminders.

Appointment
reminder scheme

BOWMORE Distillery is 
celebrating after carrying off 
more than half of all the awards 
won by its parent company this 
year. 

Morrison Bowmore Distillers 
has won nine major titles this 
year, with its Islay distillery 

Bowmore Distillery won 
Best Islay at the World Whisky 
Awards for its Maltman’s selec-
tion; Gold at the San Francisco 
World Spirits for its 12 year 
old; and at The Spirits Business 
Scotch Whisky Masters the 
distillery won three awards.

Bowmore Distillery 
toasts successful 
year of awards

NEWSDESKS 
01631 568000 
01397 703003

A LABOURER has been 

possession of £20 worth of 
heroin, Oban Sheriff Court 
heard last week.

Gavin MacColl, 30, of 2 Lorne 
Terrace, Miller Road, Oban, 
was approached by police at his 
home on October 18 last year as 
there was a warrant for him.

The court heard he was asked 
if he had any controlled drugs 
in his possession and pointed 
to a brown substance on tin foil 
which had recently been heated.

Oban man fined 
after heroin find

AN OBAN man who pled guilty 
in the town’s sheriff court to 
assaulting a woman has been 
admonished.

James Bowie, 56, of 9 Miller 
Road, Oban, admitted causing 

March 3.
Defence agent Miss Wilson 

said Bowie was ‘full of remorse 
and deeply embarrassed’ by the 
incident. 

Assault man 
admonished A MAN who refused to stop 

shouting and swearing in 
the middle of the night was 
arrested when he turned his 

Anthony Callan, 21, of 3 

Oban Sheriff Court last week 
for sentencing after previously 
pleading guilty to the offence.

The clam boat worker admit-
ted behaving in a threatening or 
abusive manner on March 25 at 
the car park at Atlantis Leisure 
on Dalriach Road.

Defence agent Laura Russell 
said Callan was ‘very sorry’ 
about the events although he 
had ‘very little recollection’ of 
them.

Fining Callan £350, Sheriff 
Jack Davidson QC said: ‘Your 
record is particularly poor for 
someone of your age, if you 
carry on like this you’re going 
to end up in prison.’

Tarbert man fined 
after threats

really looking forward to going. I 
want to see The Wombats – they 
won me the competition!’

Over in Portree, Hugh’s 
wife Margaret Anne can’t 
make Belladrum - but their 
son Malcolm, who lives in 
Inverness, jumped at the chance.
Hugh told The Oban Times: ‘We 
are going to pass the tickets on to 
Malcolm who is looking forward 
to attending with his girlfriend 
Sian. 

They have more festival 
experience than us and are 
looking forward to Belladrum as 
a number of their friends already 
have tickets.’

The festival will feature bands 
such as Travis, The Buzzcocks 
and Frightened Rabbit.

THE EXECUTIVE committee 
of Argyll and Bute Council 
is to be scrapped as part of an 
overhaul of council meetings 
under the new SNP-led admin-
istration.

The administration’s business 
will now be heard by all 36 
councillors.

Council leader Roddy McCui-
sh said: ‘The new arrangements 

agreed by the council today will 
mark an improved approach to 
democracy in decision-making 
for the people of Argyll and 
Bute.

-
mitment to work in the most 
inclusive way possible and it 
underpins one of the council’s 
key values which is to be open, 
honest, fair and inclusive.’

Argyll and Bute Council  last 
week agreed to retain the cur-
rent format of Planning Protec-
tive Services and Licensing and 
Audit Committees. 

However, area committees 
will be increased in frequency 
and community planning 
groups will be given a more 
‘local’ focus.

In addition to these bodies, 

the council agreed to establish 
a Performance Review and 
Scrutiny Committee, aimed at 
imrpoving the council’s own 
services.

Short-life working groups 
will deal with on-going council 
business, including policy. 
The administration said the 
council’s constitution will be 
strengthened to allow this.

A BENDERLOCH man got the 

a 10ft Blondie sitting in his 
garden at 3am.

Stewart Barr returned to his 
home near Tralee in the early 
hours of Sunday morning to 

Little did he know the bulky 

way to his house all the way 
from the front of the Barcaldine 
Sea Life Sanctuary, more than 
three and a half miles away. 

Thankfully, he didn’t have a 
Heart of glass and he managed 
to compose himself enough to 
call his father Peter, who imme-
diately recognised it as Blondie, 
the 10ft by 4ft mascot that 
usually advertises the entrance 
to the Sea Life Sanctuary. 

Centre manager, Craig 

Kidnapped icon’s trip, after 
having returned it to its home 
on Sunday.

‘It was certainly the most unu-
sual seal rescue we’ve carried 

out for some time,’ he said.
‘We got a phone call from 

Stewart the following morning. 
‘He was out that night so got 

a bit of a shock coming home in 
the early hours of the morning 

‘Whoever took it planned it 
well because the seal was bolted 
down – so they came prepared. 
These things are not light.’

The Tide is High
Peter Barr said: ‘I rang the 

Sanctuary and told them the 
tide must have been quite high 

the night before, because it had 
brought one of their seals up our 
drive.’

It is thought the seal was 
‘borrowed’ sometime between 
10pm on June 30 and 3am the 
following morning. The incident 
is being investigated as a theft, 
with PC Alison Simpson asking 
anyone with information to Call 
Me with any information.

Blondie the popular plastic 
pinniped is to be returned to 
it’s proper plinth as soon as 
possible.

Barbora Puckiova with Blondie, who has been returned to her rightful home after a night out at Stewart Barr’s house in Benderloch. 

Seal - without approval

Council to scrap executive committee

Brave to 
open Oban’s 
new cinema
Celebrity film stars invited to 
cinema’s first official opening

Port Ellen pier upgrade completed

Oban BIDS’ 
£840,000
town aid 
package
A PLAN to increase visitor 
numbers to Oban, last week 
backed by the council, would see 
£300,000 spent on creating and 
publicising new events.

Ambitious 
The planned spend is part of 

BID4Oban’s proposed Business 
Improvement District (BID) 
programme to invest £840,000 
in improvements to the town 

They say it is both ambitious 
and the right way of improv-
ing the town centre for every 
business – and therefore every 
resident. The group’s chairman, 

-
munity’s favour. 

He said: ‘What’s built into the 
plan is what businesses in Oban 
want to see – this is a plan to 
improve tourism and business.’

Ballots to approve the BID will 
be issued at the end of August. 
To pass, the group requires a 25 
per cent turnout, representing 
50 per cent of the area’s total 
rateable value, of which 50 per 
cent say yes. Mr MacQueen said 
recent high response rates to 
surveys – up to 86 per cent - was 
cause for optimism.

Under the plan, £190,000 will 
go towards improving the town’s 
image, from which £40,000 will 
go towards Christmas lights – 
working with town traders – and 
£60,000 will be made available 
to businesses to improve shop 
frontages, capped at £1,000 per 
frontage. New events will be 
able to apply from a £50,000 
grant fund, with £90,000 to go to 
events that extend the season.

A town piper contract, worth 
£17,000, will also be created, 
along with a £50,000 marketing 
grant.

However, BID4Oban admits 
nothing will be spent on increas-
ing parking provision in the 

years – with powers limited to 
lobbying and potentially taking 
over warden duties.

Council leader Roddy Mc-
Cuish said: ‘This is an excellent 
example of working together 
with partners and across sectors 
to realise Oban’s potential.’

CONONISH is a step closer to 
becoming Scotland’s only gold 
mine after the company devel-
oping it, Scotgold, secured a 

The deal with African invest-
ment bank RMB Resources 
means the company can progress 

decision in January next year, 
following the completion of new 
gold and silver yield estimates.

Development on the project is 
anticipated to start in March.

John Bentley, executive chair-
man of Scotgold, said: ‘This 
facility and the endorsement of 
a bank of RMB’s standing puts 
Scotgold in a position to bring 
the Cononish gold project into 
production.’

The mine is expected to be 
worth at least £80million to 
the Scottish economy and will 
generate in excess of 50 jobs for 

THE DELAYED upgrade 
work at Port Ellen pier on 
Islay has been completed.

Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd (CMAL) initially said the 
rebuilding work at the pier 
would be completed by spring 
this year but blamed bad 
weather for the delay.

When the delay was an-
nounced in March this 
year, because of high winds 

making crane work unsafe, 
Islay-based councillor Robin 
Currie described the setback 
as ‘annoying’, however he 
said the upgraded pier would 
strengthen the village’s case to 
retain its ferry service.

During the work, CMAL 
said it had been able to accom-
modate the regular berthing 
and unloading of the grain 
delivery boat at Port Ellen.

DISNEY’S latest animated 
blockbuster, Brave, will open 
the new Oban Phoenix Cinema 
next month – and one of its stars 
could be in attendance.

The social enterprise behind 
the redevelopment of the George 
Street picture house received 

August 3, with patron and Brave 
star Robbie Coltrane invited to 

screening. 
The perfect film 

The opening coincides with 

in Scotland and cinema chief 
executive, Fee Shaw, believes 
Brave is more than apt given the 
story of the Phoenix Cinema’s 
rise from the ashes.

Speaking on the second 
anniversary of the Highland 
Theatre’s closure, she said: ‘It 

cinema. When I heard it was 
coming out on the same day we 
were opening, I couldn’t believe 
our luck.

character, is stubborn, but deter-
mined and enthusiastic.  

‘It’s about people saying this is 
what we want and we will get it.

‘It’s exactly the same determi-
nation shown in the community 
to get the cinema open again.  
There is such an enthusiasm 
around the cinema and nobody 
gave up on it.’

-
tractually obliged to dominate 
the bill for two weeks. 

Afterwards, the cinema will 
move on to its more typical 
varied showings.  

screenings a day, with three on 
Fridays and four on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Extra showings 
may be held midweek, depend-
ing on demand.

Fee said: ‘After Brave, we’ll be 

Some will be new releases, but 
there will also be a chance to see 
some of the classics or recently 

to Oban via the Screen Machine, 
such as Angel’s Share.’

The cinema will initially open 
the main auditorium, with plans 
still in development for the 
smaller, 20-seat screen room. 

Meanwhile, Aggregate Indus-
tries this week sent a team to the 
cinema from their Glensanda 
super quarry to help with inte-
rior work ahead of the big day, 
with a team from Scottish and 
Southern Energy (SSE) to work 
on the exterior next week.

The cinema is still looking for 
additional volunteers to help run 
the cinema once open. To put 
yourself forward, contact Isla 
MacColl on 07557 905 414 or 
lalacoll@hotmail.co.uk.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEVEN FLANAGAN

co.uk

Tyndrum gold 
mine receives 
funding boost

NEWSDESK
01397 703003
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TWO WEST coast musicians 
are enjoying new found fame as 
their efforts feature in Disney-
Pixar’s latest venture, Brave.

North Uist’s Julie Fowlis pro-
vides the vocals for two tracks 
in the new blockbuster, which 
is currently taking the States by 
storm. Most of the recordings 
were completed while Julie was 

eight and a half months pregnant 
with her second child.

She is joined on the sound-
track by Carradale piper, Lorne 
MacDougall, who secured the 

Cassells, a piper with the Red 
Hot Chilli Pipers.

Both are proud of working 
-

itScotland as one of the biggest 
advertising tools the country 
has seen in decades.

Gaelic singing star Julie said: 
‘I was glad the wee one stayed 
where she was to let me get it 
all done.

‘I was lucky that whatever 
position she was in she wasn’t 
interfering with the lungs and 

allowed me to be able to sing. 
I found singing at that late stage 

Julie was delighted to be 

‘While they were doing their 
research they listened to a lot 
of music and picked up a lot of 
albums, but they said my album 

kept coming to the top which 
was fantastic. I was thrilled 
because they have the choice of 
any number of singers.’

For 28 year old Lorne, who 
lives in Glasgow, the hope now 
is to secure more recording 
work, describing his work on 
the animated tale as ‘thrilling 
and extremely rewarding’.

Brave music leads to new found fame for Fowlis

Extension to 
be built at 
Park school
Pre-five unit, secure play area 
and classroom to be added

The school roll is 
increasing rapidly 
and there will be a 
huge primary one 
intake this year’
Parent council chair 
Barbara MacFarlane

Oban Bay will see a transformation early next year with the approval of the long-awaited pontoon development

Oban marina project ready for spring

Lorne Highland 
Games aims for 
Sunday date

Pupils raise £500 
for Yorkhill fund

Six hour delay as 
flooding closes rail 
line at Arrochar

ORGANISERS of the inaugural 
Lorne Highland Games, the 
planned night-time games for 
Oban, have been forced into 
changing the date to get a pipe 
band.

The games were due to be held 
on Wednesday, July 18 but with 
no local pipe band available on 
that date, organisers opted to 
reschedule to Sunday, July 22.

Organiser Duncan MacIntyre 
said: ‘We have changed the date 
so we can get a pipe band, which 
is an important part of any 
Highland games.’

THE GROUP behind a plan 
to build a new marina in Oban 
Bay is aiming to have it up and 
running next April after a re-
submitted planning application 
was approved.

Oban Bay Marine Ltd’s plans 
to build the 60-berth transit 
marina, adjacent to George 
Street, were last week approved 
unanimously by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning, protective 
services and licensing commit-

tee with 16 conditions.
The project will see the pon-

toons, with a restricted overwin-
tering facility, built alongside 
pontoons for 20 day/rib boats, 
a fuelling berth and manager’s 

A spokesman for Oban Bay 
Marine Ltd said: ‘We hope to get 
it in the water in April next year, 
given a fair breeze behind us.

‘However, planning permis-
sion was the easy bit; now the 

hard work really starts.’
Highlighting the economic 

to Oban, the spokesman added: 
‘The pontoons will not only be 
for visiting yachtsmen, but also 
for local boats with limited draft 
and charter vessels.

 ‘Planning permission gives us 
the opportunity to make this ma-
rina sustainable, so that it is not 
an albatross around everyone’s 
neck for years to come.’

Planning conditions will see 
Oban Bay Marine Ltd work with 
Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd (CMAL), to create a plan to 
manage the construction of the 
marina.

Oban councillor Fred Hall was 
fully supportive of the project. 
He said: ‘It is in the interest of 
all of Argyll; it helps improve 
the economy and social facilities 
whilst at the same time we can 
maintain safety and addresses 
environmental concerns.’

One of the points of concern 
came from Islay-based council-
lor Robin Currie, who said it 

could ‘squeeze out’ the few 

harbour.
Interested parties can buy 

shares in Oban Bay Marine to 
help fund the project. 

World first carbon capture test finds winners and losers

PUPILS at St Columba’s Pri-
mary School have helped raise 
£500 for the Yorkhill Children’s 
Hospital after a sponsored fun 
run.

Frances Parkinson, who has 
now stood down from the St 
Columba’s Parent Council after 
13 years, is pictured handing the 
cheque to former pupil, Louise 
MacDonald, who is soon to 
announce a special fundraising 
event for the hospital. 

PASSENGERS on the Oban to 
Glasgow train last Thursday 
evening were delayed by six 

line at Arrochar.
A replacement bus service 

picked passengers up in Crian-
larich at 2am and delivered them 
to Glasgow Queen Street station 
by 3.30am where taxis or hotels 
were provided.

A ScotRail spokesman said: 
‘We apologise to custom-
ers for any inconvenience
caused by circumstances beyond 
our control.’

A CARBON capture experi-
ment at Ardmucknish Bay has 
shown there are both winners 
and losers if the gas leaks from 
a sub-sea storage scheme.

scientists from SAMS observed 
that sea urchins were negatively 

affected by the leak, while 
crabs seemed either to be at-

CO2 bubbles emerging from 
the sediment. Pumps have now 
been switched off so the team 
can monitor how long it takes 
for the area to recover to its 

original state and what changes, 
if any, there would be to the 
environment. Dr Henrik Stahl, 
who is co-ordinating the tests, 

provide valuable information 
to help understand the implica-
tions of CO2 for marine life.’

THE THREAT of overcrowding 
at Park Primary School looks 
to have been eased in the short 
term after councillors agreed to 
an extension of the building.

The single story development 
at the Oban school was agreed 
by councillors last week, allow-
ing Argyll and Bute Council to 

play area and one additional 
classroom for the school’s grow-
ing pupil roll.

The extension will allow the 
Covering 125 square metres, 

it will be sited between the rear 
of the building and the astroturf 
pitch in the playground and 
should be ready for the start of 
the 2013/2014 academic year.

The school has seen a recent 
boom in its pupil roll, partly be-
cause of the closure of Connel’s 
Achaleven Primary School.

A lack of space has seen pupils 
doing group work in the corridors 
and an ‘infant area’, intended for 
younger pupils, has at times been 
used as a temporary classroom. 
Parent Council chairwoman 
Barbara MacFarlane said: ‘I am 

absolutely delighted we are get-

because it can be used by the 
rest of the school as overspill 
after midday.

‘The school has been taking in 
a lot of placing requests because 
it is a really good school and 
parents understandably want to 
send their children there.

‘But that means the school 
roll is increasing rapidly and 
there will be a huge primary one 
intake this year.’

The decision to grant the exten-
sion was granted last Wednesday 
by councillors on the planning, 
protective services and licensing 
committee.

Argyll and Bute Council says 
Park Primary School, which was 
built in 1973, has places for 264 
children but the working capacity 
is currently 240. The projected 
school roll for the coming year 
will be around 258.

Last August the council built a 
bus turning circle, drop off zone 
and additional parking at the 
school. 

Postcode winner
A CAMPBELTOWN woman has 
scooped £20,000 in the People’s 
Postcode Lottery after winning 
the street prize last Saturday.

Lindsay McHardy aged 71, 
said: ‘We’ll be saving some for a 
rainy day and treating ourselves 
to a holiday in Europe I think.’

 Lindsay and husband Frank 
aren’t the only winners this 
week. Players of the lottery have 
raised over £18.6 million for 
charities and good causes.
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Tony wins by a 
single point

REPORT BY 
RICHARD HADDOCK

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

GOLF

Innes hat-trick
secures the 
points in hard 
fought victory

SHINTY

Ian wins July 
Medal at Fort 
William Golf Club

‘I thought we showed great 
spirit to come back in the way 
we did’ - Peter MacIntyre

TEN PIN BOWLING

Skye championship
GOLF

Kilchoan FC’s Gordon MacKenzie slides in for the tackle during Saturday’s match. 
(Photo courtesy of www.kilchoan.blogspot.co.uk)

FORT William Golf Club held 
the July Medal last Sunday, 
with Ian Robertson taking a 
hard fought win.

Robertson’s net score of 73 
was equal with Peter Stewart’s 
round, but a better inward nine 
saw Robertson take the win.

In section two, Joe Sweeney 
net round of 70 gave him a one 
stroke win from second-placed 
Willie McCann.

The senior medal was held the 
day before, with Norman Calder 

the course with a net score of 
64.

Results: July Medal
Section one: 1, Ian Robertson 85-

12=73 (BIH); 2, Peter Stewart 85–12=73; 
3, Dougie Duncan 86–12=74

Section two: 1, Joe Sweeney 87–17=70; 
2, Willie McCann 86–15=71; 3, Ken 
Jerram 89–16=73

Senior: 1, Norman Calder 78–14=64; 
2, Ian Mackie 89–22=67 (BIH); 3, Toby 
Richardson 78–11=67.

THE FINAL week of the 
Lochaber ten-pin bowling single 
leagues at the Nevis Centre 
saw Tony Whitelocke narrowly 
beat Pam Weller in the scratch 
division by 117 points to 116.

Rosemary Wareing took third 
place with 96 points.

Tim Attack won the Robert 
Cairns Trophy for the handicap 
competition from Wareing and 
Whitelocke.

Whitelocke also picked up the 
Nevis Radio Trophy for highest 
total pinfall with 4,236 pins, 
narrowly beating Weller who 
ended with 4,219.

Weller did score the highest 
individual scratch game of the 
season with 223, and the highest 
three game scratch series with 
586. John Weller rolled the 
highest three game handicap 
with 700.

FORT William Cricket Club 
put up a strong showing against 
Nairn on Sunday but were un-
able to carve out a win.

The match was played in cold 
and wet conditions, and the sod-

of both teams. Fort were put 

wickets, including Davy Duncan 
and Peter Brown.

Daniel Davidson joined top 
scorer Ronnie Maclean (35) and 
they set about repairing the dam-
age but a tumble of late wickets 
saw Fort all out for 74.

In the conditions Fort felt there 
was still a chance with ball in 
hand. Col Lavin bowled tightly 
and Maclean took two wickets 
in an over but Huxtable batted 
through the innings, chancing 
his arm at times, but no catches 
went to hand. 

Magnus Neill struck some late 
blows and Nairn reached their 

Fort captain Col Lavin said: 
‘Another 20 or 30 runs might 
have been enough. We bowled 

exceptional, especially Graham 
Allison’s collect and throw to 
run out Green.’

Fort’s next game is against 
Keith at the BA Club on Satur-
day. On Sunday they welcome 
Skye and Lochalsh for a 20/20 
cup game.

A charity bowls competition held at the Railway Bowling Club in Inverlochy recently raised £254 for 
Macmillan Cancer Support. Keith Brannigan and Robert Hunter won the MacIntyre Pairs, and were 

presented the shield by Rose MacIntyre and her daughter Marion Moffat.

OVER 100 junior shinty players 
from across the Highlands gath-
ered in Inverness for the Strath-
dearn sixes North of Scotland 
Championship at Bught Park.

Thirteen clubs sent under-17 
sides to compete - Lovat, Skye, 
Caberfeidh, Inverness, Kingus-
sie, Kilmallie, Lochaber, Kin-
lochshiel, Beauly, Strathglass, 

WELFARE FOOTBALL

THE FIRST round of the Isle of 
Skye Golf Club Championship 
was held last weekend, with 
Sandy Ross taking a one shot 
lead.

Ross scored 68, ahead of Alex 
Ross’s 60 with Murdo Gordon 
third with a 72.

The Marie Curie Shield 
competition was also held last 
week, with John Finlayson 
scoring 42 points to take the 
win. Graham Cope was second 
with AI Campbell third.

BA Club keep up 
100 per cent record

KILCHOAN FC welcomed Iona FC for the second 
match of their summer season on Saturday, with 
the hosts going down 4-3 in a close match.

The home side were kitted out in a brand new 
strip, provided by Adelphi Distillery. Adelphi are 

distillery in Ardnamurchan.
Kilchoan started strongly and took an early lead 

through a strike from Callum MacPhail. But just 
two minutes later Iona equalised, despite the best 
efforts of keeper Justin Cameron.

Kilchoan captain Gus MacLean’s day was 
shortened by an injury, but his side managed to 
make it to half time level.

The second half was end-to-end stuff, with Iona 
taking a 2-1 lead. Kilchoan levelled the game 
again through Liam Anderson, but two further 
goals from Iona gave them a mountain to climb.

Penalty
A penalty from Richard van de Peer gave Kil-

choan hope, but Iona held out for the win.
Kilchoan’s next game is a visit to Coll for the 

annual derby match, looking to avenge last year’s 
8-2 drubbing. Coll FC ladies team will also take 
on Kilchoan ladies on the same day.

Kilchoan suffer narrow defeat to Iona
FOOTBALL

CRICKET

Fort lose out 
to Nairn

Newtonmore, Fort William and 
last year’s winners Glenurqu-
hart.

After some frantic play in 
the group stages, Kinlochshiel, 
Lochaber, Kingussie and Ca-
berfeidh faced off in the semi 

Kingussie edged past Lochaber 
with a last second goal, while the 

other semi went to penalties, with 

extra time needed after a goalless 
game. Player of the tournament 
Oliver MacRae slotted home 
the winner for ‘Shiel to win the 
trophy for his side.

Kinlochshiel win Strathdearn Sixes
YOUTH SHINTY

FORT William leapfrogged 

in the Orion Group Premiership 
after a dramatic 3-2 victory over 
the Balmacara side at Black 
Parks on Saturday.

the same total as Saturday’s 
opponents. But after making a 
blistering start to the season, 
‘Shiel will be nervously looking 
over their shoulders having only 
won twice in their last seven 
league games.

Gary Innes was the star of the 

after 15 minutes on a windy and 
wet afternoon.

 Fort forward Gordy MacKinnon battled hard with ‘Shiel’s Mark MacDonald for much of the match. 20_f27shinty01

Kinlochshiel drew level when 
Keith MacRae struck from 
distance after 29 minutes, but 
Innes restored the home side’s 
lead within two minutes.

‘Shiel came out in the second 
half with the strong wind behind 
them and once again drew level 
just two minutes after the break 
when a Donald Nixon shy was 

Duncan Rodger.
However, Innes was to have 

with a fantastic strike just before 
the hour mark.

Both sides had chances to win 
the game but Fort were able to 

whistle.
Fort manager Peter MacIntyre 

told the Oban Times conditions 

get the win.
He said: ‘I thought we showed 

great spirit to come back in 
the way we did. We conceded 
an unfortunate own goal, and 
playing against that wind in the 
second half we still managed to 
get the win. I’m delighted with 
the commitment and desire my 
players showed.

‘Young Aaron MacPhee was 
out for six weeks, he wasn’t 

him in the side and I thought he 
was absolutely outstanding. He’s 
only 16, he’s got a great attitude 
and he trains hard and. He’s a 
really good prospect.’

Kinlochshiel manager John-
ston Gill told The Oban Times 
he felt a draw would have been 
a fair result.

He said: ‘I think we should 
have had a draw. But we didn’t 

create the chances we did last 
week against Kingussie and our 
forward line just didn’t click. 

‘It’s a very tight and small park, 
and our forwards like wide open 
spaces to run into. I don’t think 

anyone likes playing there, prob-
ably not even Fort William.’

Fort’s next game sees them 
travel to Bught Park to take on 
Glenurquhart as the two sides 
battle it out for a place in the 

‘Shiel face another tough test 
when they welcome Newtonmore 
to Kirkton Park in the league.

For more on all the weekend’s 
action, see the shinty page.

BA CLUB continued their 100 
per cent record in the Lochaber 
Welfare League with two more 
wins in the past week.

BA beat Mallaig 4-1 and 
Lochaber 4-3 to stretch their 
lead to six points, while 
second-placed Caol Cosmos 
beat Ballachulish 6-0. 

Mallaig, who sit third, 
recorded an easy 8-0 win over 
second bottom Celtic.

In the JB Cup, Caol Cosmos 

Caol defeated Lundavra 5-1 in 

dumped out Lochaber with a 
5-3 victory at Canal Parks.

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Weather
Thursday Thundery showers
 Winds light north, north westerly
 Temperatures 15ºC to 20ºC

Friday Light rain showers
 Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures 15ºC to 20ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers
Outlook Winds light north easterly
 Temperatures 14ºC to 19ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, July 5, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  00.37 0.6 06.34 3.8 12.55      0.5       18.55     4.1  
Fri  01.23 0.7 07.14 3.7 13.38 0.6        19.36    4.1
Sat  02.07 0.8 05.52 3.6 14.19      0.7        20.15     3.9
Sun  02.49 0.9 08.29 3.5 15.00      0.9        20.54    3.7
Mon  03.30 1.2 09.04 3.3 15.40   1.1 21.33     3.5
Tues  04.12 1.4 09.41 3.1 16.23 1.4 22.16    3.2
Wed  04.58 1.6 10.25 3.0 17.10 1.6 23.09     3.0
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

19

20

FRIDAY

9

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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