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A TWO NIGHT BREAK
IN PITLOCHRY
WORTH £250

A FAMILY ACTIVITY
DAY AT GLENCOE 
MOUNTAIN RESORT
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WIN WIN

AN ATTEMPTED theft from a 
clothing store in Oban ended in 
an arrest.

A 21-year-old is alleged to 
have taken the goods on Monday 
morning.

The matter was reported to the 
Procurator Fiscal.

the actions of an Oban teacher who 
drove three teenagers on a 24-hour 
700-mile road trip to Alton Towers 
– because he didn’t want to disappoint 
the youngsters when the bus which 
turned up to take their classmates to 
the theme park was too small to cater 
for the whole group.

A 50-seater was sent to take the 
Oban High School party for the day 

few for the 55-strong group.
So rather than leave pupils behind, 

the male staff member and a female 
classroom assistant drove the three 
13-year-old pupils on the nine-hour 
trip in his own car.

Parents of the three pupils involved 
were not informed of the change of 

plan or that the staff member behind 
the wheel had completed a day’s work 
before setting off at midnight. 

It is understood the teacher stopped 
during the night to sleep while the 
teenagers walked around service 
stations with the female classroom 
assistant to supervise them.

Driver
On the bus, there was a change of 

driver at Glasgow both on the way 
south and on the return journey north. 
Once they arrived at Alton Towers, it 
is understood the teacher was then 
involved in supervising pupils before 
driving home. 

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 
Bute Council claimed the teacher 

beyond the call of duty to make sure 

no child missed out on the day at the 
fun fair after a 50-seat bus was sent 
instead of a 55-seater.

‘The teacher in question acted 
in good faith to ensure none of the 
pupils missed out as a result of the 
bus company’s error. 

‘He was running a large trip for the 

‘Through no fault of his own the 
bus company let him down and he 
was faced with a choice to either send 

‘He chose to ensure that all the pupils 

risk assessment, took a female in the 
car to comply with council guidance 
and took appropriate rest breaks. 

‘The bus company that failed to 
send the correct size bus is covering 

the additional costs incurred for 
fuel. Pupils of secondary school age 
are expected to take some level of 
responsibility for their actions. 

‘Making a call home with a simple 
message is a reasonable request. 

‘On this occasion the council 
accepts it would have been best if 
the teacher had contacted the parents 
directly.

‘Oban High School has not received 
any complaints from parents about 
the school trip to Alton Towers.’

However, the parent of one child 
said: ‘It was not the teacher’s decision 
to make about how my child travelled. 
I should have been contacted. 

‘This man must have been awake for 
36 hours – I would not have allowed 
my daughter to travel with him.’

Teacher went ‘above the call of duty’ to drive pupils 
to Alton Towers after company sent wrong sized bus

Attempted theft

While Robert Trythall, left, and Karl Hughes of campaign group No Tiree Array are fully in favour of the 
island’s community turbine Tilley, pictured, they say SPR’s turbines, which would be at least double in 

height, would spell disaster for the island. Sfnta2

allay turbine fears
Campaigners claim surge in support

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

A DISPLAY of images showing 
how the proposed Argyll Array 
may look from Tiree has failed 
to allay fears about the develop-
ment.

Scottish Power Renewables 
(SPR) public meetings on the 
isles of Coll and Tiree this week 
aimed to answer questions from 
both communities about how the 
grouping of wind turbines may 
affect each isle – and presented 

-
tions of how the array may look 
from its closest neighbour, Tiree.

Of the four panoramic images 
shown, three are from westerly 
points on the island closest to 
the proposed development, while 
one is taken from the location of 
Tiree’s community wind turbine, 
Tilley, on the east.

Each image showed the maxi-
mum number of turbines SPR 
is now proposing, 300, with the 
turbines clearly visible from all 
four points on the island.

Rather than reassure islanders 
on Tiree that any visual impact 

would be minimal, the images 
seem to have provoked the oppo-
site reaction, with local campaign 
group No Tiree Array (NTA), 
reporting a boost in membership 
enquiries.

Campaigners say more than 
700 people have pledged support 
or backed the cause, including 
those native to the island, current 
residents and visitors.

A failure to respond fully 
to fears over possible adverse 
changes in climate  - caused 
by a phenomenon known as a 
micro-climate wake effect – wind 
noise, tidal changes and the risk 
to the endangered great northern 
diver seabird provoked further 
concern.

Large sections of the island 
remain undecided. Islanders 
on Coll, meanwhile, simply 
wish to remain involved in the 
consultation process, hoping to 

take advantage of any boost to 
the economy.

NTA founder Karl Hughes said: 
‘Since we set up we’ve had just 
four people come to us and say 
they’re pro-array. Today, we’ve 
had more than that alone saying 
they’ve made up their minds and 
now want to join.’

Co-founder Robert Trythall 
added: ‘The sweetie bag they’d 
offered on potential economic 
gain for the island has turned into 
a mirage.’

Large scale
He re-emphasised the group’s 

stance that it is not against renew-
able energy, more against the lo-
cation of the array itself and large 
scale wind farm developments. 

Their view was backed by island 
resident Catriona Spink, a former 
member of Greenpeace.

of sustainable, environmentally 
friendly power. This isn’t it.

‘Ceann Mhara, for example, is 
the island’s biggest hill.  From the 
top, you can see something very 

rare, the earth’s true horizon. The 
array would ruin that.’

However, SPR dispute the 
stance adopted by NTA and Ms 
Spink, saying reaction has been 
mixed.

David Walker, offshore devel-
opment director for the company, 
said: ‘Generally, there’s been 
some surprise in terms of the 
lesser impact than had perhaps 
been portrayed in visualisations 
presented by others. 

‘Equally, there have been some 
concerns and scepticism.’

Mr Walker said concerns with 
regards to micro-climate changes 
had been taken into account, 

evidence suggested it was un-
likely: ‘There always remains a 
doubt.’

Furthermore, research was on-
going with regards to the possible 
impact on the endangered great 
north diver and basking sharks.

Go to www.obantimes.co.uk 
to view the SPR images of the 
Tiree Array Turbines. 

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
has lost the ‘moral authority’ to 

released this week showed salaries 
and pensions to its highest paid 
workers continue to rise, says the 
Tax Payers Alliance.

The bill for salaries to the highest 
paid workers in Argyll and Bute 

year to end March 2011.
Pension contributions to the top 

seven employees tipped the bar at 

Payments to 83 members of 
staff in the most senior pay 

an average salary of more than 

under regulations that requires 
publication of all salaries more 

The highest paid council 
worker received a pay packet of 

authority’s pension contribution 

Argyll and Bute Council says the 

because of redundancy payments 
and ongoing incremental rises in 
pay. 

Increased
The report also outlines that the 

total number of senior councillors 
has increased to 12, all of whom 
are able to claim a higher salary - 

Salaries to the leader of the 

council and the provost are at the 
‘maximum allowed’.

Emma Boon, of the Taypayers 
Alliance, said: ‘An overall 
increase in the salary bill is a 
massive fail on the council’s part. 

‘If the council can’t keep pay 
and perks under control they 
lose the moral authority to make 
very necessary spending cuts 
elsewhere.’

Find out who took earned 
what by logging on to www.
obantimes.co.uk

Don’t re-house drug dealers in Oban, council urged

Dozy parkers 
causing chaos
INCONSIDERATE parking on 
Oban’s Nant Drive is causing 
chaos.

People who park their cars on 
pavements without regard to 
cars parked on the other side are 
causing a headache for residents 
and emergency services.

Oban Community Council 
wants it to stop.

‘Everyone,’ claimed 
community councillor Billy 
Martin, ‘has at least one or two 
spaces up their drive and yet 
they leave their cars all over the 

and police cars cannot make it up 
the street and that is a big worry.
Perhaps we should be knocking 
on people’s doors to tell them to 
stop.’

Duncan Martin, community 
council secretary, said: ‘Many of 
these people will be claiming to 
insurance companies that their 
car is in a garage when it is not 
the case.’

Kate Winton, who uses 
a wheelchair, said it was 
impossible to get along the 
street with cars parked on the 
pavement and  people should be 
told of the problem they were 
causing. The group agreed to 
write to Argyll and Bute Council 
to see what could be done.

OBAN may be the only area 
without a credit union and a 
Glencruitten resident wants to 
put that right.

Paul Spekeman, who ran a 
similar project in Edinburgh, 
told Oban Community Council 
that with a small group of 
committed volunteers it would 
be relatively easy to get the idea 
off the ground.

Community councillors 
discussed the subject at length 
during its latest meeting.

Mr Spekeman plans to contact 
Argyll Voluntary Action to 
recruit a steering group.

Launch of credit 
union discussed

DRUG users should not be re-
housed in Oban if it is known they 
were dealing from their homes, it 
was claimed this week.

People who deal drugs from 
their homes are the scourge 
of peaceful and law-abiding 
communities around them, and if 
they are evicted because they have 
broken the terms of their tenancy 
agreement, says Councillor 
Roddy McCuish, they should not 

be allowed to present themselves 
as homeless to the authority.

‘In some cases people are 
being re-homed in even bigger 
and better homes after they are 
evicted. It seems very unfair,’ he 
said.

‘There seems absolutely no 
point in people coming forward 
with information on drug dealers, 
putting their own neck on the line 
when the people evicted are only 

moved to become someone else’s 
problem. 

in the housing legislation that 
would allow for discretion when 
re-housing convicted drug 
dealers. 

‘We need to be tougher in Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles to make sure 
we do not simply cause a problem 
in another neighbourhood.’

A spokeswoman for Argyll and 

Bute Council said: ‘The current 
legislation requires the council 
to assess anyone presenting 
themselves as homeless, and for 
their needs to be the primary 
determining factor in assessing 
whether they should be classed as 
priority homeless and what form 
of support they receive. 

‘Failure to act within the law has 

and other implications.’

‘Disillusioned’ member of ruling 
Alliance to join SNP at Kilmory
IN A SHOCK move an 
Alliance councillor has left the 
administration to join the SNP.

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon, 
from Mull, will make the move 
today, Thursday, bringing the 
number of SNP members to 10.

Her move throws the future 
of many committees in Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles - such as 
the CHORD Board and Oban 
Common Good Fund - into chaos 
as only two members are now 
entitled to sit, after SNP members 
and Councillor Elaine Robertson 
declined appointment to the 
groups. 

Councillor Devon was an 
independent member for Oban 
South and the Isles and was part 

of the ruling administration at 
Kilmory.

Originally elected in May 2007 
as a Liberal Democrat, she left 
the Lib Dem group in September 
2007 and has been a member 
of the Alliance of Independent 
Councillors since then.

She said: ‘I have not made this 
move easily but after talking it 
over with my family and friends I 
have decided to join the SNP. 

‘I was  a member of the SNP in 
Mull for many years, but ceased 
to be active long before I was 
asked to stand for the council for 
the Liberal Democrats . 

‘Over the past few months I 
have become disillusioned with 
the Lib Dem\Tory\Independent 

administration. The matter of 
rural school closures was of 
particular importance to me and 
I was deeply concerned at their 
willingness to push the matter 
almost to the brink. 

‘As part of that group I felt that 
I could not offer my constituents 
the positive and proactive 
representation that they deserve,’ 
she added.

Michael Russell, Argyll and 
Bute MSP, said: ‘I have valued 
Mary-Jean’s advice about matters 
on Mull, Iona, Coll and Tiree and 
I am therefore delighted that she 
has decided to join the SNP.   I 
very much look forward to 
working with her over the coming 
months and years.’

Friendships
made during 
exchange

10 July from 1pm
Ganavan Fun Day with stunt cyclist Danny MacAskill
Three Wee Crows Corran Halls for four nights 7.30pm
12 July from 11.30am
Festival Day in the company of HRH 
The Princess Royal, including a grand parade 
and a rededictation celebration

Grand Parade
Mód Celebrity Ceilidh 7.30pm
Argyllshire Gathering Hall
14 July
Capercaillie in concert Corran Halls 8pm
15 July
Concert of Talents Corran Halls 7.30pm

16 July
World Record Attempt of the 
Strip the Willow Dance Register from 4.30pm
Followed by 
Massed Choirs Stafford Street
All Years School Reunion Dance 9pm
17 July
Oban and Kilmore Parish Church 11.00am
A celebration of the Saints of Oban
Lantern Festival Midnight

Late night Festival Fringe all week
and much, much more
www.oban200.co.uk
www.thebigstrip.com
tel: 07796 444 989
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Weather
Thursday Sunny intervals.
 Winds moderate, westerly.
 Temperatures 13ºC to 9ºC
Friday Sunny intervals.
 Winds moderate, south westerly,
 Temperatures 15ºC to 12ºC.
Weekend Light cloud cover.
Outlook Winds moderate, south easterly.
 Temperatures 15ºC to 12ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, June 30, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath. 
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  05.05 3.5 11.02 1.1 17.13 3.6 23.36    1.2
Fri  05.46 3.6 11.41 0.9 17.52 3.7       **.**        *.*
Sat  00.18 1.0 06.23 3.7 12.21 0.8 18.29    3.9
Sun  00.59 0.9 06.59 3.7 13.01 0.6 19.06    3.9
Mon  01.40 0.9 07.34 3.7 13.42 0.6 19.44    3.9
Tues  02.22 0.9 08.12 3.6 14.25 0.6 20.25    3.8
Wed  03.06 1.0 08.54 3.4 15.11 0.7 21.10    3.7
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

FRIDAY

13

9

10

A VOLUNTEER who has 
committed more than 40 years 
to the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution and penned the story 
of Oban Lifeboat’s history has 
been honoured by the charity.

Former lifeboat crewman 
Willie Melville received a scroll 
at the recent RNLI  Presentation 
of Awards to Scottish Stations 
in Perth, chaired by Sir Andrew 
Cubie, President of the RNLI 
Scotland.

The scroll recognised Willie’s 
latest contribution to the work 
of the institution – the writing 
and publication of his book ‘The 
Story of Oban Lifeboat’.

Willie’s involvement with the 
RNLI began in 1964 when he 
joined the crew of the newly-
established Inshore Lifeboat at 
Helensburgh, a small Dunlop 

Two years later, however, a 
career move to Oban took him 
temporarily away from lifeboats 
until, in 1971, the RNLI sought 
his assistance in setting up a new 
lifeboat station in the town.

The boat, an 18-foot 

Willie Melville flanked by Sir Andrew Cubie, President of the RNLI 
in Scotland, right, and Richard Smith, Divisional Media Relations 

Manager in Scotland.

Lifeboat author honoured by RNLI

Businessman
hits out over 
road signs ban 

Frank Penman and his daughter Charlene with one of the offending signs. 15_t26sign01

A WEDDING gift to the Duke 
and Duchess of Cambridge has 
won the Oban fundraising branch 
of the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution (RNLI) a national 
award.

Oban RNLI Fundraising 
Group’s Sign Our Scroll project 
travelled around Argyll allowing 
well-wishers to sign it for a 
donation to the charity. 

The scroll collected 2,072 
signatures and was presented to 
the couple by Lord Lieutenant 
for Argyll and Bute Kenneth 
MacKinnon prior to his 
retirement.

The unusual idea raised more 

than £3,300 for the RNLI and won 
the group an RNLI Innovation 
Award at the annual Scottish 
Awards presentation, held on 
June 16 in Perth Concert Hall.

Initiative
The initiative was launched on 

the RNLI’s main fundraising day 
of the year, SOS Day, at the end 
of January. 

The card went everywhere, from 
a ceilidh to a council chamber 
and a hospital and a hotel.

Thanks to its own ferry 
pass, courtesy of Caledonian 
MacBrayne, it even travelled all 
over Mull and on to Iona Abbey, 
where it was blessed, as special 

prayers were said for the future 
happiness of Prince William and 
his bride.

Moira Kerr, the Oban group’s 
minute secretary, accepted 
the award on the committee’s 
behalf, from Michael Ian Currie, 
Coxswain of Mallaig Lifeboat, 
and Sir Andrew Cubie, Chairman 
of the Scottish Lifeboat Council.

Leading paper distributors 
Antalis McNaughton donated 
the special strong canvas for the 
card and artist Ian Gowdie, from 
Benderloch, near Oban, decorated 
it with painted emblems of the 

of Lorne. 

MacLachlan, became so busy 
that the institution placed an 
all-weather 42-foot Watson class 
boat at the station.

Willie served on four classes 
of boat and retired before he had 

arrival of the present Trent class.  
Apart from his sea-going, he 

also held the posts of honorary 

treasurer, deputy launching 
authority and chairman and is 

and sea safety advisor.
Willie’s book, which is 

described as ‘a rattling good 
yarn’ by present station 
chairman Mike Robertson, is 
available from Willie by phoning 
01631 562778.

National award for local fundraisers

Oban Lifeboat crew member Iain Fulton wears the headcam during a mock rescue. 15_t26lifeboat03

OBAN Lifeboat crew have 
embraced the modern day Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution 
(RNLI) by wearing a headcam to 
record incidents.

The state-of-the-art camera, 
mounted on a helmet, will record 
all call-outs to let the general 
public see what the volunteer 
crew members have to contend 
with and to aid future training.

The camera was recently added 
to the crew’s equipment and was 
put to the test during a sea safety 
mock rescue at Scottish Sea 

last Saturday.
Lifeboat coxswain Ronnie 

MacKillop said he wanted his 
crew to take ownership of the 
helmet and get used to wearing it 
as a matter of course.

Value
‘There is value in showing 

people what we do because a 
picture is worth a thousand 
words,’ he said.

‘By having the camera we 
can capture real-time incidents 
and in the future we can better 
demonstrate to the public and out 
supporters exactly what we are 
doing.

‘As we get more camera on 
boats we will see the cutting edge 
of the RNLI.’ 

Crew member Iain Fulton wore 
the headcam for much of the 
exercise and explained he had 
used one before on an inshore 
lifeboat in Largs.

‘You are very conscious of it 
initially but once you are out 
there you are just concentrating 
on the job at hand,’ he said.

Equipment
Ian Wilson, safety manager 

for Scottish Sea Farms and the 

organised the mock rescue last 
Saturday, which tested evacuation 
equipment at the site and the 
transfer of multiple casualties 
onto the lifeboat.

Headcam helmet issued to 
Oban’s volunteer lifesavers

Calum’s run raises 
£800 for charity
WHEN an Easdale man dropped 
into the Cancer Research shop in 
Oban with a whopping £784.04, 
staff were shocked.

Instead of making a huge song 
and dance about his fundraising 
effort, Calum Macdonald just got 
on with raising the cash.

Running 16.2 miles in 2 
hours 50 minutes at the Royal 
Highland Centre, in Edinburgh, 
Calum said he decided to raise 
the money because he was ‘doing 
the run anyway’.

People in the Puffer Bar, TSL, 
Balvicar Stores and the Oyster 
Brewery all helped to raise the 
cash.

Training with Calum was his 
three-legged dog Rolf. Calum, 
who is originally from Spelve, 
Mull, before taking up his job 
as one of the Easdale ferrymen, 
thanked everyone for the 
donations.

Calum said: ‘I wanted to make 
sure the Oban shop got the 

support our local shops, they 
won’t be there any more.’

Musical tribute      
to Mendelssohn
MULL and Iona are offering 
14 free concerts from July 3-9 
as part of an annual tribute to 
composer Felix Mendelssohn 
who composed one of his best 
known works, the Hebridean 
Overture or Fingal’s Cave, after 
visiting neighbouring Staffa.

The festival includes music 
by Mozart, Beethoven and 
Schubert, and features members 
of the renowned Chilingrian 
Quartet which celebrates its 40th 
anniversary this year.  

Venues include Iona Abbey, 
Glengorm Castle, Duart Castle, 
church halls and St John’s 
Cathedral in Oban.

AN ARGYLL businessman 
claims council red tape instructing 
him to take down roadside signs 
has made the accident blackspot 
A83 road more dangerous.

Frank Penman, who runs 
Quarryview Garden Centre and 
a tearoom on Cumlodden Estate, 
between Furnace and Minard, 
says motorists looking for the 
turn-off to his business premises 
are forced to brake late because 
of a lack of signs.

On one occasion a car even 
reversed back up the road after 
over-shooting the junction.

Quarryview is hidden from the 
road by trees, designed to block 

the only direction to the premises 
is warning sign on the A83 500 
yards before the turn-off and an 
‘open’ sign after negotiating the 
A83 junction.

There had previously been a 
100-yard warning sign and a small 
sign nailed to a tree advertising 
some of his products. 

Mr Penman said: ‘It is already 
a dangerous road and without the 
extra warning sign people are not 
braking in time for the turn-off.’

After initially agreeing to 
the council’s demands, Frank 
reinstated the signs after the 
council failed to enforce the ban 
on other roadside signs along the 
A83.

‘I have never sought an 

REPORT
by EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

argument with the council, I just 
want advice. The estate has given 
me permission to put signs on 
trailers on their land, which is a 
legal loophole, but I don’t want 
to go down that road. I want to 
work with the council and I have 

solution. 
‘I see other businesses with 

signs up along the road and I 
think: ‘Why me?’ 

Staff hours
‘This is our seventh season 

here and it has only just become 
a problem over the past year. I 
don’t want to be in the position 
of reducing staff hours because 

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Jamie McGrigor has backed Mr 
Penman and said: ‘It is imperative 
we support small businesses, as 
they are the most important aspect 

for the Argyll and Bute economy. 
It is frustrating and disheartening 
for these businesses to think the 
council is against them and I 
can’t believe the council is being 
so intransigent not to encourage 
them.’

Argyll and Bute Council insists 
it has tried to help Mr Penman 
but he had not pursued alternative 
solutions.

A spokewoman said: ‘Planning 

Quarryview is not readily visible 

the requirement for advance 
warning. 

‘To this end, they had informally 
agreed a reduced signage 
provision with Mr Penman.

‘Mr Penman has, however, 
subsequently erected additional 
unauthorised advance signage. 
He has again been advised of the 
requirement for advertisement 
consent.

‘He has not at any time been 
told that he would not get consent. 
However, he has been informally 
advised that an application would 
be unlikely to be supported in 
light of the above.’

The spokeswoman also stated 
Mr Penman was not being singled 
out, adding: ‘There are a number 
of ongoing planning enforcement 
matters within the Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and the Islands area 
relating to unauthorised signage.’

‘Intransigent’ authority urged 
to support local enterprise

I see other 
businesses with 
signs up and 
think: ‘Why me?’
Frank Penman.

Barra turbine scheme loaned £50,000
A £50,000 loan to Barra & Vatersay Wind Energy 
Ltd has been approved by Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar.

The money will enable the construction of a single 
turbine wind farm on the Isle of Barra to proceed.  

to a community renewable energy company under 
the Comhairle’s Outer Hebrides Small Business 
Assistance Scheme, which is part-funded by the 
European Union through the European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF). 

The project will involve the construction and 

operation of a single turbine wind farm with an 
installed capacity of 900 kW.  It will create a 
sustainable revenue stream for community-led 
projects on Barra and Vatersay and will be of 

Archie Campbell, chairman of the sustainable 
development committee at Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar, said: ‘This project and others like it are 

contribution towards tackling climate change and 
reducing greenhouse gases, while simultaneously 

Blogging leader’s coastguard call
THE LEADER of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar has used his 
new online blog to once again 
call for the government to scrap 
Coastguard reform plans.

Angus Campbell’s comments 
come after the government’s 
cross-party Transport 
Committee issued its report 
on the controversial proposals, 
describing the ‘modernisation’ 
programme which would leave 

Scotland with just one 24 hour 
station and one part time station 

Mr Campbell said: ‘Given the 
weight of evidence before them, 
ministers must now take notice of 
the Transport Committee’s report 
and reject these unworkable 
proposals.

‘There is no doubt in my mind 
that this report has been positively 

by the local authorities in the 
North of Scotland and, perhaps 
most importantly, by members 
of the public who have been 
unequivocal in their support. 

Mr Campbell said he hoped his 

council and the community. 
‘It will be a place where the 

public can access accurate 
accounts of the work we carry 
out,’ he said.

ADDING to his cross bench 
portfolio, Conservative MSP 
Jamie McGrigor is now convenor 
of the Scottish Parliament’s 
Cross Party Group on Crofting.

Jamie, who shadows the 
Environment and Europe and 
External briefs for the Scottish 
Conservatives, said: ‘It is an 
honour to have been elected as 
convenor of the Crofting Cross 
Party Group which has been 
one of the Parliament’s most 
active groups in recent years 
with excellent attendances and 

speakers.’ 
The MSP is also vice chairman 

on Gaelic and renewable energy 
committees and a member of 
numerous others.

Crofting role          
for MSP Jamie

Public hearing into 
village flats plans
overlooking a scenic Argyll loch 
will be the subject of a public 
hearing today, Thursday. 

29 objections from near and far, 
including neighbours and one 
concerned Norwegian resident. 

They believe the plans would 
overdevelop the site, east of 
Hawthorn Edge, and have a 

water system, wildlife and house 
prices. 

But planners recommended 
approving the plans by Argyll 
Properties Ltd, subject to 
conditions. 

The discretionary hearing, to 
be held at 2pm this afternoon 
in North Connel Hall, will give 
the applicant and objectors 
their chance to put their case 

decision. 

Find us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes
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Posties cry 
foul over dog 
mess misery

Katherine Halewood and Angus Sinclair are the new head girl and head boy at Oban High School. 
15_t26head01

OBAN High School has selected 
its head boy and head girl for 
the forthcoming academic year 
after an interview process that 
most adult job seekers would be 
intimidated by.

Angus Sinclair, from Kilmore, 
and Dalmally’s Katherine Hale-
wood were two of 30 candidates 
interviewed by a panel of head 
teacher Peter Bain, depute head 
teacher Thirza Pupillo, a parent 
representative and last year’s 
head pupils Fergus Matheson and 
Amanda Noddings.

The 15-minute interviews 
consisted of a presentation and 
a set list of six questions and 
it took two-and-a-half days to 

complete the process. Angus 
and Katherine, who both hope to 
study medicine, now have to help 
to co-ordinate school events and 
represent fellow pupils. 

four classes each at Advanced 
Higher and Higher levels. 

Challenge
Angus, aged 16, explained he 

applied to be head boy for the 
challenge. 

‘I am quite proud to be part of 
the school in that way,’ he added. 
‘It will be a challenge for us this 
year but we will be supported 
by the staff and the eight clan 
leaders.’

Seventeen-year-old Katherine 

added: ‘We have a strong year 
group, who are very determined 
and are keen to achieve things, so 
we will all work together.’

Deputy head teacher Thirza 
Pupillo said: ‘We feel this way of 
selecting head boy and head girl 
is professional development and 
gives the pupils the opportunity 
to go through the process of a job 
application.

‘We are also doing application 
feedback forms, so all candidates 
can see where to improve.’

The eight clan captains – two 
from each clan - replace the roles 
of deputy head boys and deputy 
head girls and will assist in all 
aspects of school life.

Duo head for a busy high school year

Finlaggan repair work 
begins at Birkenhead

REPORT
by LOUISE LEE

llee@obantimes.co.uk

POSTIES are refusing to deliver 
to Angus Terrace and sores are 
appearing on children.

The problem? Dog mess.
In some places in Oban, 

community councillors claim, 
there are no-go areas and no-one 
is addressing the problem.

There may be street signs, poop 
bags and disdainful looks but 
Argyll and Bute Council, which 
has the authority to do something 
about it have not bothered, 
claimed community councillor 
Billy Martin.

Mr Martin raised the foul issues 
at the Oban Community Council 
meeting on Tuesday.

He said: ‘It is completely 
unacceptable that shinty, rugby 
and football players using pitches 
should have to deal with dog 
mess. My grandson wiped his ear 
during a game and his ear became 
infected. 

‘I have since heard other horror 
stories where the faeces have 
gone into the soil and the pitches 

are now similar to septic tanks. 
Something needs to be done.’

Chairman Kenny MacIntyre 
said: ‘You could say it was a close 
encounter of the turd kind.’

Mr MacIntyre went onto 

say there was no problem in 
Dunollie but he was aware of a 
growing problem in Soroba and 
Glencruitten.

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
said the authority was at risk of 
losing some of the best shinty 
pitches in Scotland if the problem 
was not addressed.

Community councillor Duncan 
Martin asked for a time-lapse 
camera to be placed in the most 
problematic areas.

Councillor Roddy McCuish 

staff were refusing to take their 
trolleys into Angus Terrace and 
said: ‘It is probably the dirtiest 
street in Scotland.’

Community worker Laura 
MacDonald told the meeting 
there was a £1,000 maximum 

minority of dog owners who were 
irresponsible. 

to date no one in Oban had been 
prosecuted under the legislation.

‘Minority’ of owners to blame 
for no-go areas in the town

It is completely 
unacceptable 
that shinty, 
rugby and 
football players 
have to deal with 
dog mess.
Billy Martin, 
Oban CC

and another two resigned after refusing 
to go to a call out to an isolated barn 

One of those who resigned - James 
Maitland - claimed those involved 
were not given the chance to explain 
their actions fully at a disciplinary 
hearing.

Mr Maitland, who worked his 
way up the ranks to become a watch 

unit, said: ‘We were never given a 
chance to explain ourselves. We were 
charged with gross misconduct. It is 

you are on call to the station. On the 
day of the call out I was very busy at 
my work - on this particular day in 
March there was a big job that had to 

Ardfern.’ Mr Maitland added: ‘There 
were no lives at risk, it wasn’t a 

were already appliances from Oban, 
Inveraray and Lochgilphead on their 
way or at the scene.

‘I phoned my work to be told ‘We 
really need you here Jimmy’, and I took 
the decision that I was unable to go.’ 

He added: ‘My employers, MacLeod 

Construction, have been very 
sympathetic to us all these years 

people.’
Mr Maitland said he and one other 

recommendation of their union, while 
another was sacked within eight 
minutes at a tribunal and one was 
given a written warning.  

‘At no time was any of my information 
taken into account. It is a shock to the 

been in any trouble.’
A spokeswoman for Strathclyde Fire 

and Rescue said they did not discuss 
disciplinary issues.

Youngsters hope   
to cook up a 
national award
PUPILS from Oban’s St 
Columba’s Primary School were 
hoping to cook up a national 
prize this week.

Pupils Lewis Parker and Lucy 
Croarkin, along with head Sarah-
Jane MacSween, classroom 
assistant Pamela Lockhart and 
clerical assistant Caroline Dunn 
travelled to London on Tuesday 

Kids Get Cooking (AKGC) 
initiative.

The school is already the 
primary winners for Scotland, 
for their Beef Crumble Strumble 
dish.

As The Oban Times went to 
press, P5 pupils Lewis and Lucy 
were due to speak to the judges 
about their dish, which was 
then being cooked by chefs at 
the Cookbook Café, near Hyde 
Park, where the event was taking 
place.

If successful, the school would 
be £400 better off, in addition to 
the £100 for winning the Scottish 
section.  

The AKGC Special Challenge 
is run in partnership by 
Sainsbury’s, the British Nutrition 
Foundation and the Design and 
Technology Association.

Argyll pipe bands 
on song in contest
KINTYRE Schools Pipe Band 
won the novice juvenile category 
at the British Championships at 
the weekend in what was a good 
competition overall for Argyll 
bands.

The competition took place at 
Annan on Saturday.

Oban Pipe Band continued its 

Grade 3A behind an excellent 

third in the same grade.
The Machrihanish Dunes 

Sound of Kintyre pipe band was 
10th in 3A.

Oban High School and 
Inveraray and District competed 

In grade one, Inveraray and 
District Pipe Band were in sixth 
place.

Use it or lose it 
warning over 
island cinema
TIREE’S community cinema 
faces closure if islanders fail to 
give it more support.

That was the warning from 
Tiree Community Development 

Lynne MacKinnon, who has 
watched with disappointment as 
showings are either cancelled or 
operated at a loss as a result of 
low audience numbers.

The Ringside Theatre cinema, 
at the Rural Centre, has been 
running since last summer after 
a community campaign to secure 
£47,000 of funding. Lynne said: 
‘It needs more support. It’s 
running at a loss at the moment 
and that’s bad considering it 
was something a lot of people 
wanted. 

‘Getting the support has been 

Former school 
could be sold off
THE OLD primary school 
building in Bridge of Orchy 
could soon be sold as part of 
local authority plans to repair 
parts of the water system in the 
village.

Repair work will start on 
Monday and it is understood the 
school may be sold by Argyll 
and Bute Council when the work 
is completed.

The Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
area committee on June 15 
voted four to three in favour of 
investing in improvements to the 
private water supply service to a 
number of properties, including 
the council-owned school house 
in Bridge of Orchy.

A council statement read: 
‘The council intends to sell this 
building and investing in the 
water supply will allow this to 
happen in the near future.’

Councillor Donald MacDonald 
was one of the three who voted 
against the proposed council 
plans because he felt they did not 
go far enough and has called on 
the council to upgrade the water 
system.

Resurfacing could 
lead to delays

Youth hostel to re-open its doors 
after £1million refurbishment

OFFICIALS at MV FINLAGGAN owners Caledonian 
Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) have examined a shipyard 
report into the extent of the ship’s repair work.

As The Oban Times went to press, CMAL had just received 
a report from Cammell Laird, in Birkenhead, detailing the 
work done to the ship’s hydraulics.

The ship arrived in Birkenhead last Tuesday following a 
ramp failure and initial diagnosis revealed a problem with 
contaminated oil in the hydraulic system, which powers the 
bow door, bow ramp, stern ramp and mezzanine deck.

A spokesman from CMAL said: ‘Repair works are now 
underway on the hydraulic cylinders and pumps, which will 
be returned to the vessel early next week with commissioning 
taking place thereafter.

MV Finlaggan will leave Cammell Laird late next week for 
return to the Islay service in due course.’

RESURFACING works will take 
place on the A816, Ardfern to 
Craobh Haven, between Monday 
and Friday next week.

The work will be done between 
5pm and 10.30pm each evening, 

in place.
Argyll and Bute Council said 

people using the road should 
expect some delays, and there 
will be longer delays for larger 
vehicles.

Man charged with 
drugs possession
A 28-YEAR-old man from 
Dunbeg was charged with being 
in possession of a quantity of 
cannabis last Saturday.

The accused was driving 
his vehicle on the A85 near 
Pennyfuir Cemetery when he 
was stopped for vehicle related 
checks. 

A report has been made to the 
Procurator Fiscal. 

Two arrested
TWO MEN were arrested last 
Thursday on Shore Street in 
connection with drugs offences. 

A 24 year-old was allegedly 
found in possession of cocaine 
and another 18-year-old man was 
also held.

HISTORIC Oban Youth Hostel 
is to re-open soon following a 
£1million refurbishment.

Operated by SYHA Hostelling 
Scotland, the Victorian building 
will open to guests on August 
1, with bookings being taken 
immediately.

The £1.2 million refurbishment 
of the hostel, situated on Oban’s 
seafront, involved the restoration 
of the building’s original features 
plus the addition of modern 
facilities.

The hostel’s wooden staircase, 

previously closed from view has 
been restored to its former glory 
and become open plan, while the 
original stained glass windows 
have been removed, restored and 
replaced in a protected double 
glazed frame.

Two new rooms have been 
created within the building, 
making a total of 10 ensuite rooms 
available. A new dinning area 
and café, open to Oban residents 
as well as guests, has also been 
built as part of the revamp.

Chief executive of SYA 

Hostelling Scotland Keith 
Legge said: ‘We are fortunate to 
have a youth hostel based in a 
beautiful Victorian building in 
a truly stunning location. With 
the privilege of owning such a 
unique and special place, comes 
the responsibility to maintain and 
preserve it.

‘We are pleased to unveil the 
stunning results of the renovated 
hostel, which we hope will prove a 
vibrant and sustainable beacon of 
tourism in Oban for generations 
to come.’

Accordion and Fiddle club’s top award
INVERARAY and District Accordion and Fiddle Club has 
been named Club of the Year by the National Association of 
Accordion and Fiddle Clubs. The Argyll club was a winner 
in the association’s BAFFI’s, which were announced at the 
national association’s AGM on Sunday in Perth.

Read the label before you buy. Use pesticides safely.

20%
OFF

EVERYTHING

Examples Normal Sale
Cakebreads Price Price

Multi purpose compost 50L 3 for £10 3 for £8
Tomorite 1ltr £3.99 £3.19
Round Up 1ltr gun £4.99 £3.99

20% OFF
all plants

20% OFF
tools

20% OFF
all pots & 

planters
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caravans

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

window blinds

plumbing & heating

We install and maintain plumbing systems
We install and maintain all types of central heating

We maintain all types of boilers

Unit 6 Tweedmill
Soroba Road
Oban, Argyll

Tel: 01631 565636
Fax: 01631 564724

Email: information@jmgillies.co.uk

      SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS AND CURTAINS
 • Tracks & Poles
 • Complete fitting service
    • Free Estimates
Phone and Fax: 01631 710713
Email: info@stitchnine.co.uk
Web: www.stitchnine.co.uk

soft furnishings

OT

Glad rags on: pupils at Barcaldine prepare for the first screening of a film they made about local history. 07_t26film01

Lights, camera...action for Barcaldine youngsters
THE RED carpet was rolled out 
for pupils, parents and friends of 
Barcaldine Primary School last 
week. 

As part of a four-day project 
learning about the local area, the 

premiered in the school. 
Sam Harrison, of Open Grounds, 

led the youngsters in their 
exploration of their surroundings. 

about: ‘We have been exploring all 
the different aspects of the local 
area, who lives here, the history, 
what grows here and the Gaelic 
traditions. 

‘On the last day, we decided we 

the clearances of some crofts at 
Achinreir. We wrote a script right 
where we were and the children all 
took parts.’  

And they also solved something 

photographs and details of a farm 
that has vanished without trace 

under a reservoir at Glen Dubh. 
Sam said there had been a great 
response from the pupils. ‘The kids 
love it – they get to be outside and 
explore and enjoy themselves, and 
even if they don’t realise it at the 
time they are soaking it all up.

‘The underlying idea is to see 
how all the things they learn about 

in the classroom relate to the area 
where they live and to give them a 
sense of pride in it.’ 

The children dressed in their 

stories, music and cakes with their 
parents and members of the local 
community. 

Crumbling road surface 
raises bridge safety fears

New owners for 
Dunbeg laboratory
DUNBEG seafood testing laboratory VeroMara has been 
bought from its parent company, GlycoMar Ltd, by the 
American Neogen Corporation.

VeroMara offers animal husbandry and testing services to 

checking for toxins and foodborne pathogens.
The company recorded revenues of approximately £500,000 

not been disclosed.
Based at the Scottish Association of Marine Science, 

VeroMara will join the ranks of its new owner’s Neogen 
Europe division, which offers diagnostic kits for food and 

GlycoMar’s managing director Dr Charlie Bavington said: 
‘The sale of our VeroMara testing service allows GlycoMar to 
focus on our core business — marine natural product research 
and development.

‘We are pleased to have VeroMara join Neogen, a company 
we respect as being one of the world leaders in food safety. 

to our customers.’

MSP’s special guest
MIKE MacKenzie, Highlands and Islands MSP, has invited 
Rian MacAllister, from Oban, to attend the opening ceremony 
of the Scottish Parliament tomorrow, Friday July 1. 

Mr MacKenzie said: ‘Rian, who has just left school, shone 
in the school debating team, coming to the attention of the 
then First Minister, Jack McConnell, who nominated Rian for 
the Young Scot of the Year Award in 2006.

‘Rian has continued to make his mark throughout his time 
at Oban High School. 

‘He is a member of the Scottish Youth Parliament and has 
constantly embraced all events and projects enthusiastically 
never allowing his severe vision problems to impede his 
progress.’

Night Out event in Oban.
The ladies-only gathering 

in the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls attracted 250 ladies to 
sample new beauty and fashion 
products, as well as watching 
Zumba and cocktail making 
demonstrations. 

There were also trade stands 
throughout the halls, some 
of which were from as far as 
Erskine and Aberdeen.

Organiser Highland Functions 
said it would return to Oban, 
such was the success of the 
event.

Managing director Megan 
MacNeill said: ‘Everyone 
seemed to have a great night and 
were delighted with their goody 
bags and free glass of bubbly.

‘We were delighted by the 
response from Oban and can’t 
wait till our next event in the 
area.’

Friends Aileen Currie, Tricia Smith, Alison Mackay and Claire Smith enjoy their Girls’ 
Night Out. 15_t24ladies06

A YORKSHIRE couple has accused 
ScotRail of reneging on a promise 
to refund a hotel bill after becoming 
stranded in Oban last month.

Ray and Linda Slack, of York, had 
visited the town on May 23, with the 
intention of heading to Mull for three 
days before visiting their daughter in 
Glasgow.

However, strong winds during what 
was one of the stormiest days Oban had 
seen for years left them stranded, with 
ferry services cancelled.

Deciding to cut short their stay and 
head to Glasgow instead, they retreated 
to the train station, but were dismayed to 
be told at 6.45pm – 34 minutes after the 

train was due in – that the journey had 
been cancelled.

They, along with 12 other commuters, 
were told to book themselves into a 
hotel for the night and ScotRail would 
reimburse them. 

Ray said: ‘With the ferries having been 
cancelled too, the hotels were all really 
busy, so a girl from ScotRail found a 
room for us.

‘We were told to send a copy of our 
invoice to their customer relations 
department and I did that on May 25. 
However, last week I received an email 
from ScotRail basically saying ‘we 
don’t do that and we consider the matter 
closed’.

‘If they had made the offer in error, 
it’s not my fault. Sort out the internal 
problem, but keep the customers 
happy. I can’t be the only one that’s 
complained.’

ScotRail claim that Mr Slack had, 
in fact, misunderstood the situation, 
saying no member of staff said hotel 
costs would be paid.

A spokeswoman said: ‘The severity 
of the storm on May 23 was completely 
outwith ScotRail’s control.  

‘However, we do sympathise with the 
situation Mr Slack found himself in and, 
as a goodwill gesture, we have already 
offered him rail travel vouchers towards 
a future journey.’

Yorkshire visitors count the cost after 
unseasonal storm stranded them in Oban 

Stuart strikes it 
lucky with Olympic 
tickets success
A LUCKY Oban man has 
successfully applied for tickets 
to see the men’s 100-metre 

next year’s London Olympics 
– thanks to a last-minute bid.

Freelance journalist and 
DJ Stuart Fraser applied for 
eight events and when his two 
preferred choices came out in the 
ballot system he couldn’t believe 
his luck.

But it could have been a 
different story for Stuart, whose 
internet connection crashed an 
hour before the ticket application 
deadline.

‘I had to drive to my university 
and sit outside to use their 
wireless internet to make sure 
the application went through, 
which it eventually did with 
15 minutes to spare,’ Stuart 
explained.

‘Out of all the eight events I 
applied for, these were the two 
that I wanted most and I am very 
surprised to have got them. 

‘There were 1.3 million 
applications for the men’s 100m 

tickets were made available, so I 
feel very fortunate.’

Cleanliness takes   
a nose dive
COUNCIL scorecards show that 
cleanliness in Argyll and Bute 
has taken a nose dive.

The scorecards are Argyll and 
Bute’s new way of recording how 
the council is making progress.

They were outlined to members 
of Oban and Lorn’s Area 
Committee – with councillors 
noting there were problems with 

‘Cleanliness in Lorn has taken a 
nosedive. This is measured from 
a number of areas. One of them 
is reports of dog fouling where 
there may be an increase.’ 

Councillors were told the 
scorecards also acted as an early 
warning system to note potential 
problems. They also noted a 
plan was in place to improve 
cleanliness in the area.

Oban’s Royal Hotel this month, 

raised £288.80 for Strathclyde 
Fire and Rescue’s Family 
Support Trust.

Quiz raises £288  
for support trust

OBAN, Lorn and the Isles Area 
Committee has agreed grants to 
Mull and Iona Community Trust 
for £1,000 and to North Argyll 
Youth Forum for £1,500. 

Both groups received 
substantially less money than 

Council’s Third Sector Grants 
Fund. 

Groups cash in  
with grants

Staff member 
suspended
A NON-teaching member of 
staff has been suspended from 
the Lochgilphead Campus.

Argyll and Bute Council 
said: ‘A member of staff has 
been suspended pending an 
investigation. As this is an 
ongoing police matter, it would 
be inappropriate to comment 
further.’

The road surface of the Connel Bridge is crumbling rapidly, prompting fears over its 
safety. 15_t25connelbrg1

THERE are fears over the safety of Connel 
Bridge, with the road surface on the south 
side crumbling rapidly.

A large pothole on the bridge itself is deep-
ening almost by the week, while the road 
surface on the approach has become uneven, 
with both sides sunken and cracking.

A drip has also formed on the underside 
of the bridge, removing some of the point-
ing from the granite masonry – raising 
fears about the possibility of damage to the 
structure itself.

While the pothole on the bridge was patched 

less than a week, but the pothole has now 
increased in width and depth.

Vital link
The route is a vital link for people on both 

sides of the bridge, with the shortest alterna-
tive route from Connel to North Connel more 
than 90 miles long.

Connel Community Council has written 
to Scotland Transerv, which maintains the 
country’s trunk roads, to call for urgent ac-
tion.

Secretary Les Stewart said: ‘The roadway 

as you enter the bridge from the south side is 
cracking up really badly.

‘This might also explain the increasing 
amounts of dripping water coming from the 

have removed the pointing between the large 
granite stones.

‘We are particularly concerned as the 
bridge is an absolutely vital link for the Loch 
Etive communities.’

That view has been echoed by Iain Mac-
Donald, chairman of Ardchattan Community 
Council, which covers the area immediately 
north of the bridge.

Unforgivable
However, he added the lack of foresight in 

maintaining and looking after the bridge was 
unforgivable, especially when it is such a 
vital link for so many in the community.

get anywhere with these things.
‘In the real world, what’s supposed to hap- attention and they include it in a priorities 

schedule of works, depending on urgency, 
money etcetera.

‘That doesn’t happen.  
‘We’re currently being consulted on the 

proposed new Local Area Plan and the is-
sue we always raise is what happens if there 

is something wrong with the bridge?’
A spokesman for Scotland Transerv said 

engineers were aware of the condition of 
the bridge and were preparing a schedule 
of works to carry out repairs to the road 
surface.

It is unknown at this stage whether the 

REPORT 
by STEVEN FLANAGAN

SUMMER BONANZA !!
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Housing rules 

for purpose’ 
REPORT

by CHRISTINE 
McCARTNEY

cmccartney@obantimes.
co.uk

Policy on affordable homes 
‘is stalling new development’
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
may abandon rules requiring 
developers to build affordable 
homes. 

The council’s head of planning 
Angus Gilmour said the policy 
- that in any development of more 
than eight houses, a quarter must 
be affordable - was stalling house 
building across the region. 

He told a meeting of the 
planning, protective services and 
licensing committee last week: 

Things have moved on – it is a 
completely different ball game.

‘All the sites we have approved, 
I can think of literally hundreds, 
are not getting off the ground. 
Until we get a new policy that’s 

look at each case on its merits.’ 
Mr Gilmour announced a 

working group would be set up to 
review the policy.

Since it was introduced as 
part of the council’s 2009 Local 

Plan, government subsidies for 
affordable housing have shrunk, 
making it more expensive 
for developers to meet the 
requirement.

Councillor Mary-Jean Devon 
said she had seen the negative 

on Mull, where 18 families 
or individuals are waiting to 

available. She said: ‘We had 
planning permission in March 
2008 [at Pennyghael]. The last 
15 months have been taken up 
with getting the development 
started because of the affordable 
housing element. It’s not going to 
be started. We can’t hold up other 
building because we can’t get 
affordable housing.’ 

Yet some councillors expressed 
concern that the council’s 
commitment was already being 
watered down in practice. 

Councillor Robin Currie said: 
‘As the housing spokesperson, 
I’m not in favour of doing away 
with the affordable housing 
requirements. In Oban and other 
places, I think that’s a dangerous 
route to go down when there 
are so many people looking for 
housing.’

He pointed to examples where 
the policy was helping to increase 
the supply of much-needed 
housing.

‘In Lochgoilhead, in Dunoon, 
in Tobermory, I don’t see this as 
a hindrance to anybody. We need 
affordable housing for people in 
Argyll and Bute.’

Councillor Neil Mackay added: 
‘I think this is a quite a major day 
for this committee. I welcome 
some sort of working group to 
look at this as soon as possible.’ 

Exchange students from Oban and Scotland high schools with their chaperones at the final ceilidh in Oban Lorne Rugby Club. 15_t26lbg01

Friendships made during exchange
EXCHANGE students from 
Laurinburg, North Carolina, 
USA, have returned home from 
Oban with new friendships, new 
experiences - and new Scottish 
words.

The group of 11 Americans from 
Scotland High School and their 
Scottish hosts enjoyed a Seafari 
trip at Ellenabeich, day trips to 
Glasgow, Edinburgh and Iona, 
an end-of-exchange ceilidh and 
lessons at Oban High School.

But, as happens so often with 
this exchange, which celebrates 
20 years next year, it was the 
camaraderie between the pupils 
that became the highlight for so 
many.

Scotland High pupil Shea 
Poage said: ‘The best part of the 
exchange was not necessarily the 
places we visited but the people 
we met and the friends we’ve 
made.

‘I am so grateful to the 

McKerracher family who have 
looked after me so well and 
everyone in the Scottish group. 

‘I love the phrases you use 
here.’

Fellow pupil Stafford Dunbar 
said: ‘The best part for me has 
been learning about Scottish 
culture. I had no idea what it was 
really all about and this trip has 
been a real eye opener.’

Laurinburg chaperone Tammie 

came on the exchange in 1999, 
said: ‘This exchange has been 
wonderful. 

for our students coming to stay 
with strangers but they have been 
treated like part of the family and 
a lot of them don’t want to go 
home. They haven’t made friends 
for two weeks, they’ve made 
friends for life.’

The Oban pupils will make the 
trip to Laurinburg in October.

BUSINESSES in Oban with shop fronts are being encouraged 
to enter the West Highland Yachting Week (WHYW) window 
dressing competition from July 29 to August 5. 

After an absence of a number of years, the Joint Regatta 
Committee is keen to promote the shop front competition with 
WHYW taking on more of a community emphasis in 2011. 

Tobermory, one of the other venues of the event, has run 
a successful window dressing competition during WHYW 
over the last few years. The Mishnish Hotel was the winner 
in 2010.

Regatta committee chairman David Waltho explained: 
‘Oban has been a venue for WHYW for 64 years and we are 
encouraging the town to become more part of the regatta 
week. 

‘It’s one of the biggest sailing events in the UK and we hope 
to attract upwards of 130 boats this year.’

This year West Highland Yachting Week is being supported 
by Tunnock’s, The Oban Common Good Fund, Argyll and 
Bute Council, Tobermory Whisky, Tobermory Harbour 
Association, Tobermory businesses, Caledonian MacBrayne 
and The Crown Estate.

West Coast Motors are providing help with transport. 
For entry forms and more information contact Alison 

Chadwick on 01631 565213. 

Shop window contest 
returns to yacht week

Mull couple targeted by scammers
SCAMMERS were foiled when 
they met the might of Mull.

When a letter offering a share 
in $10.8 million fell onto the 
doorstep of a Tobermory house  
it was tempting to believe the 
couple had hit the jackpot.

But a little bit of investigation 
showed the too-good-to-be-true 

letter was just that. Catherine 
Woolcock, of Tobermory, 
explained: ‘When you open a 
letter like that it is very exciting 
because for a split second you 
wish it was true.

‘The letter from a supposed 
solicitor in Spain said he was 
writing to get us to make a claim 

on the estate of a Marek Woolcock 
who has died, with all his family, 
in the Tsunami of 2004.

‘He wanted us to stand as next 
of kin to get through a legal 
loophole and claim the money.’

The couple reported the matter 
to the police who are urging 
vigilance.

VOTERS may be used to watching the 
work of Holyrood and Westminster on 
TV – but they will not be able to get a 
look inside Kilmory.

That was the decision of Argyll and 
Bute Council whose members said 
recordings of the council’s deliberations 
could be ‘dangerous’.

Councillor James Robb, of 

proceedings to take place. 
He said: ‘This would mean local 

democracy was open to the public and 
in that regard everything would be 
transparent. People who would like to 
be involved would be able to see what 
was going on from their computers.

‘If a third party is willing to come in 

constiuents it should be supported in 

principle.’ Councillor John Semple, 
from South Kintyre, added: ‘Mid 
Argyll, Kintyre and Islands councillors 

meeting. It took 12 hours to get there 
for a three hour meeting. 

‘One member of the public attended 
the meeting. 

‘It struck everyone at the meeting 
that we spend an enormous amount 
of resources travelling around this 
authority.

‘It makes sense to stream the 
meetings and have councillors respond 
from where they are.’

Concerned
Council leader Councillor Dick 

Walsh said he was concerned that if 

they could then be edited in a way 

over which the council had no control.
However, he said it was the council’s 
intention to  look at the better use of 
videoconferencing.

‘The press come and report and do a 
good job. 

‘We should leave it at that. They are 
reasonable, fairminded and democratic. 
Someone else could edit the material to 
say what they wanted.

‘The media who attend here are 
responsible media. 

‘This proposal is dangerous. It 
can be misused, it can intimade our 

reasonable.
Council deputy leader Ellen Morton 

said: ‘I know of no other local authority 

council meeting.’

No go for TV cameras in 
Argyll council chamber

Oban firefighters held a quiz at 
the Royal Hotel on Friday night 

to raise funds for Strathclyde 
Fire and Rescue’s Family 

Support Trust. The trust offers 
financial and other support 

services to serving and retired 
members of Strathclyde Fire 

and Rescue and their families 
who may require assistance, 

including bereavement 
and hardship grants. Crew 
commander Ian MacInnes, 

who organised the quiz, said: 
‘Thanks to everyone who 

donated prizes and came along 
to support the quiz.  It’s a very 

worthwhile cause.’
Showing off some of the 
prizes are, from left: Paul 

Finnegan, Douglas Black, Ian 
MacInnes, Donald Cameron 

and quizmaster Steven Reffin. 
15_t25quiz1

quiz night

PARENTS who missed out on 

claim there is a lack of provision 
for three-year-olds in the town.

At present a child can attend 

town from birth, but at the age of 
three may miss out on a free place 
because provision in the same 
unit is balloted. 

Argyll and Bute Council 

of pre-school places but are 

considering a new provider to 
meet needs. 

Wilma MacPhee, whose son 
has attended Smarties, said she 
was disappointed to have missed 
out on a place.

‘The scheme went to a ballot and 
we missed out. It does nothing for 
the continuity of care for my son 
or indeed the system in Oban.’

Suzanne MacKenzie contacted 

could get a place there but they 

had already allocated all of their 
spare places.

Some children have even been 
allocated two days in one place 
and three days in another.

A council spokeswoman said: 
‘There is no shortage of nursery 
places in Oban. 

‘All the children for whom we 
have so far received registration 
information have been allocated 
a place.

‘This year we have seen a 

young children migrating to the 
Oban area. 

‘This has occasionally caused 
a delay in allocating places as we 
try to establish the overall picture, 
which continues to change daily.

‘We continue to work hard 
to ensure that there are an 
adequate number of nursery 
places available in the Oban area 
to cover future demands on the 
service.’

No shortage of nursery places, claims authority

POOR weather conditions 
prevented around 50 walkers 
of all ages taking part in a 
charity climb of Ben Cruachan 
last weekend. 

Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
was hoping to raise £10,000 with 
the fundraiser, but rain and gusts 
of wind of up to 60mph made it 
unsafe to go ahead.  

The fundraiser has been 
rescheduled for Sunday 
September 11 and new 
participants are welcome to sign 
up. 

Further details will be available 
nearer the time. 

Weather halts 
charity climb

SEVERAL young dancers 
taking part in Atlantis 
Dance ballet classes have 
been commended for their 
performance in recent exams. 

Primary Commended: Saskia 
Miller; Highly Commended: 
Lili Webster; Pass Plus: Annie 
Douglas and Elise Donn. 

Level 1 Highly Commended: 
Laura Bialecka; Commended: 
Katie Keeneny and Lily Childs.  

Level 2 Commended: Erin 
MacAulay.

Level 4 Highly Commended: 
Kate Little and Anna Hayward; 
Commended: Charlotte Lawson. 

Level 6 Highly Commended: 
Christina Wilkie; Commended 
Plus: Beth Little and Lauren 
Lawson. 

Young dancers 
make the grade

SCOTTISH Sea Life Sanctuary 
staff are appealing for volunteers 
to join them on a walk to save 
whales on Sunday July 10. 

In partnership with the Whale 
and Dolphin Conservation 
Society (WDCS) the centre, 
near Benderloch, is inviting the 
public to raise awareness and 
walk three miles around Oban in 
return for free family tickets to 
the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary. 

Those wishing to get involved 
are asked to meet outside Corran 
Halls at 11am where Sea Life 
and WDCS staff will lead the 
three-mile walk. 

People are asked to wear an 
item of red clothing to help 
promote awareness with special 
prizes for those who have created 
banners and posters to carry.

For further information phone 
01631 720386.

Have a whale of a 
time at Oban walk

Café gets green 
light for outdoor 
tables and chairs
AN OBAN coffee shop is adding 
to the town’s café culture with 
new outdoor tables and chairs.   

Bossards Patisserie has been 
given permission to put seating 
outside its café on Gibraltar 
Square, months after it was told 
to take tables away because of 
health and safety concerns. 

At last week’s planning, 
protective services and licensing 
committee, councillors 
welcomed the trend for more 
outdoor eating in Oban. 

Councillor Neil MacKay said: 
‘It is an evolving culture we have 
got in Oban and I think it needs 
to be encouraged. I have total 
support for this.’ 

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
added: ‘I think it’s a great 
initiative and I’m fully 
supportive of it.’ 

Sylvia Bossard said the café 
staff were delighted to have 

and hoped the seating area with 
barriers would be in place within 
a week. 

She said the move towards a 
continental style café culture in 
the town was fantastic: ‘People 
want that. 

‘Obviously weather is a 
problem here, but we do get 
some nice days. Especially 
people with dogs want to be able 
to sit outside. 

‘Hopefully it will brighten up 
the square.’

Newsdesk         
01631 568000

FRESHLY PREPARED MEALS
ITALIAN CHICKEN MOZZARELLA BAKE

DICED FREE-RANGE CHICKEN BREAST 
SEASONED WITH OUR ITALIAN SPICE RUB, 

SMOTHERED IN CREAMY RED PESTO SAUCE,
TOPPED  WITH MOZZARELLA, SUN-DRIED

TOMATOES,OLIVES & FRESH BASIL.
OVEN BAKE FOR 30 MINS.

HAGGIS OLIVES
6 TENDER TOPSIDE SLICES SEASONED AND 
WRAPPED AROUND MACQUEENS HAGGIS,
BRUSHED WITH  GRILL OIL AND DRESSED 

WITH CHIVE .
BAKE FOR 30-40 MINUTES.

BLACK BEAN & GARLIC STIR-FRY
TENDER STRIPS OF RUMP STEAK MIXED

WITH  A BLACK BEAN AND GARLIC SAUCE
GARNISHED WITH FRESH SPRING ONION & 

PEPPERS.
A VERY QUICK AND TASTY STIR-FRY.

CHICKEN BUTTERFLY STUFFED WITH
MEALIE PUDDING.

BONELESS FREE-RANGE CHICKEN STUFFED
WITH OUR OWN SWEET MEALIE PUDDING
MADE WITH MIXED OAT MEALS SPICES & 

ONION.
OVEN BAKE FOR 50 MINS.

ALL SERVE 2-3
ONLY £30

+£5 delivery

FRESH ISLAND 
MEATS 

DELIVERED TO 
YOUR DOOR

Macqueens of RothesayQuality Family Butcher
Est 1976

www.scottish-island-quality-meats.com

TASTY DINNERS FROM MACQUEENS

TEL : 01700 502067
to place an order or 
you can purchase our 
products online at
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Funding crisis threatens 
future of Lorn Home Start
A CHARITY which provides a lifeline for 
struggling young families is in danger of folding.

Lorn Home Start, which gives practical and 
moral support for young mothers and their children 
in Argyll, needs £10,000 to fund the co-ordinator’s 
salary, but Strathclyde Regional Council will give 
only £3,500.

Co-ordinator Bette Graham’s skilled role is to 
put people in touch with agencies who provide 
professional help.

But the £6,000 shortfall means her post is in 
jeopardy and without her the project will be forced 
to close.

Chairman Hazel Clowes said social work chiefs 
refused to help with funding because children 

covered by the education department.
The group also misses out on urban aid because 

the area served is classed as rural.
‘But  Lorn does not have facilities like drop-in 

centres and nurseries,’ said Mrs Clowes.
In the past the BBC charity Children in Need has 

given £5,000, but treasurer David Hodge said its 
support is questionable this year.

‘They don’t mind helping with equipment but 
they don’t like funding salaries,’ he said.

Council forgot to provide  
skips for beach clean-up
ARGYLL and Bute District Council ‘forgot’ to 
provide rubbish skips for a beach clean operation 
carried out by Oban youngsters.

Up to 20 litter-busting youngsters and 14 adults 

240 bags of litter from The Oban Times slip to the 
Corran Halls - but had nowhere to dump them.

but they were nowhere to be seen.

skip outside the Corran Halls, but that was already 
full.

In the end a parent arrived in his pick-up truck 
and the group lugged their heavy bundles into the 
back.

‘We were a bit cheesed off. It took a lot of extra 
effort,’ said committee member Mairi Smith, 32, of 
Croft Road.

‘But I went up and got some extra bags from 
them.’

Heavy rain in the afternoon did not dampen their 
spirits and £500 was raised for funds.

had been requested but the driver forgot to turn up.
‘An apology is being sent, but 200 extra bags 

were provided,’ she said.

Traffic chaos as new road 
surface turns to ‘emulsion’
TRAFFIC ground to a halt and public transport 
and ferry services were thrown into disarray as 
melting tar forced the closure of the busy A83 
Glasgow to Campbeltown Road on Wednesday.

Hundreds of motorists were stranded on the 
three-mile stretch as cars were trapped in soft 
tar between Butterbridge Farm and Cairndow 
village, near the stretch known as the Rest and Be 
Thankful.

The 9.15 West Coast coach from Glasgow to 
Campbeltown was unable to continue due to an 
accumulation of tar on its tyre.

Passengers en route to Kennacraig ferry terminal 
were delayed four-and-a-half hours, missing the 
1.15pm Islay ferry.

A spokesman for Strathclyde Regional Council 
said the road had been resurfaced late the previous 
evening.

‘It would seem the combination of heavy rain and 

into an emulsion,’ said Alan MacDonald, of the 
regional council’s roads department.

‘We are trying to grit the surface in an effort 
to prevent the tar sticking, but the persistent rain 

diverted via Dalmally and Crianlarich.

OT
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Last
week’s 
solution

Across
1 Get rid of the lawn? (4,3)
5 Vocal composition (5)
8 Place to have fun (9,4)
9 Small mammal to tease (3)
10 Magic words! (3,6)
12 Elephant man (6)
13 In a way (4,2)
15 Formed the centre (9)
16 Curve (3)
18 One wouldn't leave you needing help 

(4,9)
20 Leaf gatherer (5)
21 Supplement (7)

Down
1 Acknowledge (5)
2 24/7 (5,3,5)
3 One with doors ajar (4,5)
4 Pattern by knots (3-3)
5 Bugle note (3)
6 Across the ocean (13)
7 Leave (7)
11 Asked for again (9)
12 The organiser (7)
14 Minute (6)
17 Ear part (5)
19 Male address (3)

HIGHLAND Council has backed 
a call for the UK Government to 
scrap its plans to modernise the 
coastguard.

A Transport Committee 
enquiry, which heard evidence 
from Highland Council leader 
Michael Foxley and TEC Services 
chairman John Laing, also called 
on Westminster to rethink its 
proposals to withdraw funding 
for Stornoway Coastguard’s 
emergency tug boat.

The proposals for modernising 
the UK Coastguard could see 
Aberdeen becoming Scotland’s 
only 24-hour station with 
government funding for four 
emergency tug boats, including 
Stornoway, being withdrawn.

Councillor Foxley praised the 

were a ‘tremendous boost’. 
He said: ‘It is vital that these 

compelling recommendations 
are heeded by the government. 

KINLOCHLEVEN and Plockton high schools 
helped to bridge Belfast’s sectarian divide when 
they played the Belfast Cuchullains in an annual 
shinty-hurling tournament in Kinlochleven last 
week.

The team from the Northern Irish capital, which 
comprises both Catholic and Protestant children 
from four city schools, drew 3-3 with Plockton and 
beat Kinlochleven 1-0.

Plockton, holders of the Corn Cuchullain for the 
past four years, reatined the trophy – but the real 
winners on the day were international and cross-
community relations.

Shinty teams from both west Highland schools will 
travel to Belfast next June to meet the Cuchullains 
on home soil in a round-robin competition for the 
trophy.

 See page 3 for our exclusive story and pictures.

A MAN accused of downloading child pornography on his work 
computer appeared in private at Fort William Sheriff Court on 
Friday afternoon.

Ex-Highland Council and Nevis Centre employee Ryan Leamont 

found on his computer in August 2004.
He was arrested in Vancouver on October 22 2009 and was 

released on bail while extradition hearings took place. 
The Supreme Court of British Columbia recently ruled in favour 

of sending him back to Scotland, where he is being held in prison on 
remand. Leamont will remain in custody until the case next calls.

of Muck for staff accommodation as it prepares £40 million plans to 

Lochaber planning committee for permission to construct the new 
buildings. 

The company wants to demolish the Boatman’s Cottage and 
replace it with two semi-detached houses, one of which will be used 
as staff accommodation and the other will be the home of the current 
resident of the cottage.

They are also planning a separate house 145metres north of the 
cottage, a three bedroom house to be built on land 80metres north 
of Muck Primary School and another home 27metres north west of 
Carn Deargh.

The new settlers will boost the island’s population, which currently 
has around 30 inhabitants.

MAJOR improvement works 
at Plockton High School got 
underway this week with a turf 
cutting ceremony on Monday.

The £3million project will 
include a new dining hall, 
better access to classrooms, the 
conversion of the existing home 
economics room into a computer 
suite as well as introducing a new 
biomass heating system for the 
entire school.

Councillor Drew Millar, vice 
chairman of the Education, 
Culture and Sport Committee, 
was assisted by head boy Conal 
McDonagh and head girl Rebecca 

ONE OF the largest trade unions in the UK held 
its annual general meeting in Fort William this 
week, with more than 80 delegates from across the 
country attending.

The National Union of Rail, Maritime and 
Transport Workers (RMT) meeting started on 

Sunday and ran until Wednesday at the Nevis 
Centre. 

RMT president Alex Gordon addressed the 
conference on Sunday evening, and a civic 
reception was held on Monday night where local 
councillors welcomed the union to Lochaber.

A CAOL man has died after 
his car crashed off the A82 
and onto a railway line in West 
Dunbartonshire.

Neil Hardie, of Ardgour 
Road, was killed when his 
Subaru Impreza slid down an 
embankment near the village of 
Renton. The 47-year-old worked 

Hugh Grieve of Belfast Cuchullains gets away from Kinlochleven’s Ben Wilson in the shinty-hurling 
competition. 20_f26hurl03

I could not agree more with the 
comments of the committee 
chairman Louise Ellman who 
said that to withdraw funding for 
the ETVs is unwise, short-sighted 
and is inviting disaster.’

Councillor Foxley said 
commercial alternatives to 
the tugs were not available 
in the Highlands and the UK 
Government should develop an 
alternative funding model by 
exploiting a number of income 
generating initiatives.

The committee’s report said: 
‘The Marine Coastguard Agency’s 
current restructuring proposals, 

number of operations centres, 
risk placing too great a burden of 
responsibility on volunteers. 

‘We have serious concerns that 

by coastguards, perhaps hundreds 
of miles from an incident, will, 
in some cases, lead to the loss 
of crucial seconds and minutes 
during a rescue attempt.’

The report also said removing 
funding for the tugs could lead 
to disaster. It said: ‘We have 
heard of several occasions on 
which the intervention of an ETV 
has averted a major incident. 
ETVs represent a prudent, 
and seemingly cost-effective, 
insurance policy.’

Councillor Laing said: ‘It is 
absolutely essential that we have 
adequate cover off our shores, 
given the likely increase in 
developments in the oil and gas 

of marine renewables.
‘The UK Government would 

be risking the safety of people at 
sea if they did not take on board 
the recommendations of the 
Transport Committee.’

Councillor Millar said: ‘The 
council is delighted to make this 

High School. The improvements 
will make a real difference to the 
learning environment for pupils 
and staff.’

Plockton high head teacher 
Duncan Ferguson said: ‘The 
extension will greatly enhance 
our facilities, especially the 
new kitchen/dining room, home 
economics room and recreational 
space.’

Mansell Construction Services 
Ltd of Elgin will carry out the 
improvements, with the project 

for ScotRail in Glasgow. The 
road and railway line were closed 

crash, which happened at about 
6pm on Sunday. Strathclyde 
Police are appealing for any 
witnesses to contact them, and 
said a report would be submitted 
to the Procurator Fiscal.

Work starts on £3m 
school extension 

Man sent back to Scotland to face child 
pornography charges at Fort court

Man dies after car crashes onto railway

Marine Harvest plans new Muck homes

By RICHARD HADDOCK
fort@obantimes.co.uk

Broadside 

coastguard
cutbacks
Highland Council claims modernisation 
proposals will risk safety of people at sea

Community relations clear winners 
in shinty-hurling challenge 

RMT trade union delegates head to AGM in Fort William

PREPARATIONS for upgrading two key 
stretches of the A82 have been announced by the 
Scottish Government.

Transport minister Keith Brown laid out plans 
for environmental and engineering surveys to be 
carried out on Loch Lomondside between Tarbet 
and Crianlarich.

The survey work will provide key information 

for Transport Scotland as it designs the 
£200million upgrade, including work at Pulpit 
Rock and the Crianlarich bypass. Further work 
is also being considered as part of the strategy, 

and journey reliability south of Fort William along 
Loch Linnhe and the potential introduction of 
overtaking lanes north of Crianlarich.

Scottish Government plans A82 road work surveys

A PORTREE High School teacher 
has set off on a gruelling nine-
day cycle journey from the Isle 
of Skye to London to celebrate 
his pupils being shortlisted for a 
prestigious award.

Learning support teacher Greg 
Dobson, who left Portree on 
Tuesday, is taking on the 675-
mile trip to The Hilton in Park 
Lane to raise funds for Heartstart 
Scotland in schools, and to help 
buy an ‘O-pair’ bike for the area, 
a machine specially adapted to 
allow a wheelchair to be clicked 
on in front to give the user the 
chance to enjoy the cycling 
experience.

He is aiming to cover around 
60-70 miles a day on his vintage 
recycled Claude Butler bike, 
arriving on Thursday in time for 
the Times Education Awards next 
Friday.

Dornie-man Greg is leader of 
Room 122 at the school, which was 
shortlisted for the ‘Outstanding 
Community Partnership’ category 
after the children produced 
two prizewinning recycling 
initiatives. Room 122 is a centre 

Greg Dobson.

for kids with social, emotional 

have opted out of mainstream 
classes.

Back up team
He was accompanied on the 

Skye Bridge by four colleagues, 
Ian Campbell, Donna Campbell, 
Sandy Dey and John Jordan. His 
back up team - his family - will 

be on hand along the route in 
their family camper van, which 
the kids have nicknamed the 
‘Cramper Van’.

The Rotary Club of Portree 
and District is sponsoring the 
journey and have arranged Greg’s 
accommodation along the route.

Before setting off, Greg said: ‘I 
would like to thank everybody, 
especially senior management 
at Portree High school, for their 
support and encouragement.’

Room 122 was nominated for 
the award after the children won 
a Highland Council competition 

to make ‘Ronnie Rubbish’ to 
highlight the need to recycle.

The centre also recently received 
an Eilean a Cheo Civic Award 
for Enterprise and is currently 
involved in ‘Still Running Bikes’, 
an initiative involving local police 
sergeant Andy Shaw. 

Anyone wishing to sponsor 
Greg on his journey can contact 
Portree High School and you can 
follow Greg’s journey through 
his Facebook page.

Teacher’s marathon bike ride
AN APPIN boatman seems to 
have struck the perfect weight-
loss formula after losing four 
stones in as many months in order 
to pass a medical exam.

Peter Thomson was sponsored 
by his employers, Scottish Sea 
Farms, to lose the weight within 
six months ahead of his ML5 
medical exam, which he required 
as part of his Yachtmaster Coastal 
Ticket. As a result, Macmillan 

to the tune of £300.
Peter, who went from 113 kilo-

grams in weight to 90 kilograms, 
claims there is no secret to his 
rapid weight loss.

‘There was no diet plan. I just 
ate sensibly and cut down on the 
rubbish.’ 

Macmillan’s Oban and Lorn 
fundraising chairwoman Rose-
mary Young was on hand last 
week to collect the cheque from 
Peter at Oban’s North Pier.

Peter chose Macmillan to be the 

sponsor money after the charity’s 
nurses helped his father, Jimmy 
Thomson, who was Appin ferry-
man for more than 30 years.

Boatman trims down for exam - and raises £300 for Macmillan

Peter Thomson hands over the cheque to Macmillan Cancer Support’s Rosemary Young as Peter’s colleagues, Stephen Woods and Angus 
McNicol look on. 15_t26cheque01

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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SECTARIAN violence may be 
blighting the streets of Belfast as 
the marching season gets under 
way - but two west Highland 
schools are helping bridge the 
divide between the city’s Catholic 
and Protestant schoolchildren.

When Kinlochleven and 
Plockton school shinty teams 
and the Belfast Cuchullains 
hurling team marched on 
to Kinlochleven’s pitch last 
Wednesday, the gunshots and 
petrol bombs on the Short Strand 
seemed a million miles away.

After Lochalsh Junior Pipe 
Band’s stirring medley, Plockton 
High rector Duncan Ferguson 
described in Gaelic and English 
how shinty and hurling - which 
share the same Gaelic name, 
camanachd - had brought together 
communities both locally and 
across the sea.

He said: ‘This is a great 
tradition not only going back over 
the past 15 years, but thousands 
of years over which time the 
Irish and Scots have played this 
great Gaelic game. You should 
be proud to be representing both 
your countries.’

It was 15 years ago that P J 
O’Grady, rector of St Patrick’s 
College Beranagheeha in Belfast, 
got together with Mr Ferguson 
to arrange annual shinty-hurling 
challenge matches, alternating 
between Plockton and the 
Northern Irish capital.

Inspired by Highland goodwill, 
Mr O’Grady formed the Belfast 
Cuchullains in 2006, drawing 
under-16 players from Catholic 
schools Corpus Christi College 
and St Patrick’s College 
Beranagheeha, and Protestant 
schools Belfast Boys Model and 

Opening up a sport perceived 
as exclusively ‘Catholic’ to 

A CAOL man sent obscene 
messages to his ex-girlfriend on 
Facebook and called her mobile 
phone more than 40 times in one 
night despite police telling him to 
stop.

Sean McCuish, of 32 Ardgour 
Road, pled guilty to causing 
the woman inconvenience or 
unnecessary anxiety by phoning 
her mobile persistently and 
failing to desist despite being 
requested to by police, placing 
her in a state of fear and alarm 
for her safety and wellbeing, at 4 

Banavie Road on January 15 and 
16. Fort William Sheriff Court 
heard the 20-year-old had also 
sent Facebook messages of an 
indecent, obscene or menacing 
character to the victim on January 
6.

Sheriff Desmond McCaffrey 
sentenced McCuish to 100 hours 
unpaid work and imposed a 12-
month social work supervision 
order.

McCuish pled guilty to a 
separate charge of wilfully or 
recklessly smashing a window 

at his grandparents’ house at 4 
Banavie Road on April 29. 

He was staying with his 
grandparents at the time, and 
after coming home drunk and 

McCuish banged on the doors 
and windows before throwing a 
rock at a window. 

Hearing McCuish spent nine 
days in custody after being 
arrested, Sheriff McCaffrey 
admonished him but ordered 
him to pay his grandparents £100 
compensation.

SOME OF the best musical talent in Lochaber 
will be rocking the BA Club on July 16 for a 
charity fundraising gig.

and this year will feature well-known local 
acts such as Kinky Karma, We are Soul and 
The Paradox. The bands will be hoping to raise 
money and awareness about childhood cancer, 
with all the proceeds from the gig being donated 
to the Star For Harris charity. 

The other acts taking to the stage will be Great 
White Elephant, Almost Fatal, Russian Ninjas, 
Placid Trip, Perfectly Vulgar, Endless Crusade, 
Cach Mhor Ceilidh Band and DJ Graeme Platt.

The doors open for the over 16s event at 5pm, 
with the bands playing on until 1am.

A FORT William man who drunkenly sent text messages to 
an ex-friend in an attempt to extort £10,000 from him has 

Thomas Morrison, of 18 Angus Crescent, pled guilty to 
sending three texts to Sean Izzard for the purpose of extorting 
money and with the intention of menacing him and putting 
him in a state of apprehension from his house on February 
16 last year.

The 40-year-old had given a statement for a recent insurance 
claim made by his co-worker Mr Izzard, and after a day of 
drinking sent three texts within 10 minutes telling Mr Izzard 
if he didn’t give him £10,000, Morrison’s lawyer would send a 
letter to the insurance company saying the claim was false.

Defending, Stephen Kennedy said: ‘He was intoxicated and 
it was on the spur of the moment he decided to do it. At no 
time did he expect any money from the victim.’

Sentencing Morrison, Sheriff Desmond McCaffrey said: 
‘This is a serious matter, attempting to extort money from 
another.’

Strontian-based 
firm earns new 
green energy 
qualification
A STRONTIAN-based father 

the installation of green energy 
technology.

Graham Miller and his 
son Jamie, from West Coast 
Electrical, were awarded the 

installing micro wind turbines 
in the west Highlands. They 
attended a recent event at 
the Scottish Parliament in 
Edinburgh to receive their award 
from Scottish Energy Minister 
Fergus Ewing. Jamie said the 
award was very important to 

green energy installation offers 
a new area of potential growth 
for our business. This award 
marks an important milestone 
for our company in terms of 
showing our commitment to the 
renewables industry. 

‘Installing this technology 
will help our customers to rely 
less on fossil fuels and to offset 
rising energy costs. By having 

we can give our customers 
the reassurance that we are 

professional job.’

House and garage 
plan lodged
A NORTHAMPTON man 
has applied to Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber planning committee 
for permission to build a 
house and garage on land near 
Gairlochy, Spean Bridge.

Mark Flynn’s plans to build 
a two-storey detached house 
120metres north east of Alder-
syde have received one public 
comment from a neighbour who 
supports the proposal.

More time sought 
to build houses on 
former workshop 
FERGUSON Transport has 
applied to extend the planning 
permission to turn its former 
workshop in Spean Bridge into 
nine houses for another three 
years.

The plans for the houses, which 
will be situated just off the A82 
at the east of the village, are 
being drawn up by Fort William 
architect Duncan Kelly, of D 
Kelly Design.

International allies: Plockton head teacher Duncan Ferguson, Camanachd Association president Archie Robertson, Plockton PE teacher 
Sandra Coghill, Camanachd Association chief operating officer Torquil MacLeod, Belfast Cuchullain coach Declan McLarnan and Plockton 

shinty coach Rab MacAskill. 20_f26hurl01

Plockton, Kinlochleven and the Belfast Cuchullains line up at Kinlochleven. 20_f26hurl02

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Protestant children raised some 
eyebrows – but thanks in part 
to Plockton’s involvement, 
the cross-community venture 
prospered.

This year it grew further to 
include Kinlochleven for the 

the Cuchullains on their return 
journey to Belfast from Plockton 
last June.

As holders for the past four 
years, Plockton retained the Corn 
Cuchullain – the Cuchullain Cup 
– courtesy of a 3-3 draw with 
the Cuchullains, who defeated 

younger side, 1-0.
Success

Plockton HS shinty coach, 
teacher of RE and history Rab 
MacAskill, said the day ‘had 
been a complete success’ in 
fostering both international and 
cross-community friendship 
through sport, Gaelic language 
and music.

He told The Oban Times: ‘At 
Plockton it doesn’t matter whether 
you are Catholic or Protestant 
– you just play shinty.

‘In the Highlands you can be a 
Gaelic-speaking, shinty-playing, 
Celtic-supporting, nationalist-
voting member of the Free 
Church –something many people 

heads around. 
‘For Northern Irish Protestants, 

it’s easier, at least to begin with, 
to support Scottish shinty players 
because it’s a kind of halfway 
house for them. We are kind of 
the glue that holds this whole 
thing together.

‘You don’t have to be a cultural 

Protestant and Catholic children 
can’t play the same sport. We have 
had Protestant children playing 
hurling in areas of Belfast you 
would not have dreamed of only 
a few years ago. 

‘That’s why they say we have 
helped break down barriers by 
providing a comfort zone to 
enable them to bridge the divide.’

Camanachd Association 
president Archie Robertson 

Torquil MacLeod attended the 

assistance. 
Mr MacAskill said: ‘We will be 

looking to bring the Camanachd 
Association team on board to see 
if they can support us in any way 
they can.’

Kinlochleven head teacher 
John McGilp said the day was ‘an 
absolutely fantastic’ experience 
for his pupils.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It just 
shown how sport can break down 
barriers and get young people 
from different communities 
and faiths to see each other as 
individuals – not as Catholic or 
Protestant, or with a different 
colour of skin.’

Plockton and Kinlochleven will 
travel to Belfast in June 2012 to 
compete once more for the Corn 
Cuchullain in a round-robin 
tournament, Mr McGilp said.

West Highland school shinty players 
help bridge Belfast sectarian divide

There’s no reason why Protestant and 
Catholic children can’t play the same sport. 
We have had Protestant children playing 
hurling in areas of Belfast you would not 
have dreamed of only a few years ago. 
Rab MacAskill, Plockton High School.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Extortion bid texts 
land man in court

Top music talent gathers in 
BA Club for charity gig

Man admits making phone calls and sending 
obscene Facebook messages to ex-girlfriend
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Down Your Way
This week - Tiree

Next week  DOWN YOUR WAY
visits The Great Glen with reporter 
Richard Haddock.
You can contact him on 01397 703003 or 
email rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk.

LOCHABER sea cadets are celebrating again 

Duncan

The proud cadets with their pennants from the last four years.

ELGOL

ABERFELDY

class learning and teaching 

Ardchattan, Achaleven, Barcaldine, Lismore and Strath of Appin 
schoolchildren enjoyed sunshine on their joint sports day. 07_t25ard01

BARRA

Mums and tots from Rionnagan Beaga a’ Bhraighe (Roy Bridge 
Gaelic parent and child group) were among those taking the 

chance to swap unwanted children’s clothes, toys and other items 
at a week long ‘Swaparama’ recently. The event was organised 
by Sgoil Araich Braigh Lochabair (Brae Lochaber Nursery) Eco 

Committee and any unwanted items left at the end of the week 
were donated to Save the Children.

Strath of Appin Primary School was last week granted the Eco Schools Green Flag Award. Eco Schools 
indicated the great support the school had received from its parents, community and visitors. Head 
teacher Gerry Boyle said: ‘We would just like to say a huge thank you to all those people who helped 

us. They know who they are.’

STRATH OF APPIN

SUNART

SLEAT

BROADFORD

CALLANDER

DUROR

TIGNABRUAICH

THE 

has reached an agreement 

COLL

CRIANLARICH

Lynne MacKinnon hopes her 
efforts will help generate jobs 

and bring can bring young 
people native to the island, 

like herself, back. t26lynne1

Tiree High School’s most eager pupils start gathering litter 
during the school’s annual beach clean, which took place on 

Monday. T26beach2

Being an island with 

Question:
Which area is Craigmhor Lodge said to be the ideal base for exploring? 
Fill in your details along with your answer below and post to Competitions, 
Wyvex Media Group, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.

Entries must be submitted by, Monday July 11, 2011
Answer ...........................................................................................................
Name ..............................................................................................................
Address ..........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
Telephone ......................................................................................................

Email ..............................................................................................................
 Tick here to receive information on special offers and promotions from Wyvex Media.
 Tick here to receive further information from Craigmhor Lodge & Courtyard.

Terms and conditions:  Subject to availability.  Based on 2 people sharing a room. Not applicable over holiday 
periods including Christmas & New Year. Prize must be taken by December 23 2011. The prize is as stated.  

A two night break in 
Pitlochry worth £250WIN

Tucked away in an enchanting woodland 
haven, minutes from the centre of 
Pitlochry, Craigmhor Lodge & Courtyard 
offers a luxury 
informal retreat and 
an ideal base for 
exploring Highland 
Perthshire. This 
stylish accommo-
dation comprises 
of three tasteful 
bedrooms with 
period features in 
the Victorian Lodge, whilst the 12 luxury 
courtyard rooms are the perfect choice 
for those who appreciate thoughtful 
touches such as iPod docking stations 

heating.  Their deluxe rooms have their 

own private balcony or garden terrace 
to allow guests to relax and watch the 
wildlife in the adjacent pond and hills 

beyond. Visit www.
craigmhorlodge.
co.uk.  

We’ve teamed 
up with Craigmhor 
Lodge to offer 
one lucky reader 
the chance to win 
two nights bed 
and breakfast in a 

deluxe room worth £250.  
To enter, simply answer the question 

your answer and post to Competitions, 
Wyvex Media Ltd, PO Box 1, Oban, 
PA34 4HB by Monday July 11 2011.  



Thursday 30 June, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 9DISTRICTS

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

On an almost weekly occur-
rence I have patients consulting 
me who have severely disa-
bling vision problems which 
had the potential to be treated 
if only the patient had visited 
the practice much earlier. Last 
week I had an elderly patient 
tell me she had being seeing 
“seaweed” in front of one eye 
for several months. Her vision 
had deteriorated to such a level 
she was unable to distinguish 
anything on my test chart with 
that eye. Detailed examination 
revealed massive wet macular 
degeneration (ARMD) which 
was beyond the limits of the 
currently available treatments. 

Wet ARMD is typically 
noticed by patients when there 
is a sudden change in central 
vision in one eye. This change 
can be massive but is frequently 
a sudden increase in distortion 
when looking straight ahead. 

into the retina causing massive 
swelling of the central retina 
with a resultant visual distor-
tion. Typically wet ARMD 
starts life as dry ARMD. The 

dry form results in a gradual 
irreversible deterioration of 
central vision. Current treat-
ments for dry ARMD are very 
limited and typically make use 
of anti-oxidant foods such as 
spinach and broccoli and multi-
vitamin dietary supplements. 
These treatment regimes can 
frequently stabilise the condi-
tion but never cure it. Dry 
ARMD can suddenly change to 

rapid change in vision.  
Previously wet ARMD 

invariably meant severe 
visual loss. Now, if caught 
early enough, wet ARMD can 
be successfully treated and 
any loss of vision minimised. 
However the onus is on you the 
patient to seek an urgent op-
tometric or ophthalmological 
consultation to ensure prompt 
treatment. Delay can mean the 
difference between preserva-
tion or the loss of your vision. 
Eye examinations are free in 
Scotland courtesy of NHS 
Scotland. Your optometrist 
will be happy to discuss your 
risk of developing ARMD.

Macular degeneration 

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP
Wallace Optometrists & Podiatrists

The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic
11/12 Argyll Square , Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

THE 100 Club winners for June were P 
Ross, £100, and B Dowson Park, £200.

Repairs and renovation work to Kilmore 
Hall will start this summer and it is hoped 
to be ready for re-opening again in the 
autumn.  Fundraising is still required and 
any volunteers available to help with the 
burger stall at the Lorn Show on Saturday, 
August 6, should contact a member of the 
hall committee.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

PARENTS gathered with pupils past and present at Barcaldine 
Primary School for its annual fundraiser.

Partly organised by the school’s current pupils, the day’s activities 

tattoos, beat the goalie – the impossible to beat 12 year old Patrick 
MacIntyre – guess the age of the teddy and wellie throwing.

Head teacher, Jeanette Morrison, said: ‘It’s a big event for us and 
it always brings the community together, even those that have no 
children at the school.’

That view was echoed by Catriona MacLennan, who said: ‘I don’t 
have children here but I come along every year. It’s great fun.’

Young Megan Currie, two,  shows of her facepaint, with mum Linda 
during Barcaldine Primary School’s annual fundraiser. 15_t25barc1

The wellie throwing contest gets underway in earnest during the 
fundraiser at Barcaldine Primary School. 15_t25barc2

BARCALDINE

Fun for all at school fundraiser

KILMORE

ON MONDAY, June 6, the Aros Hall in 
Tobermory was taken over by the ladies of 
the six institutes which make up the Mull 
and Tiree Federation for their annual show.

The number of exhibits was up on last 
year with 268 in total and the judges -Alice 
Campbell from Taynuilt, handcrafts; Isobel 
Smith from Kilmelford, produce; Barbara 

Stewart, also from Tobermory, art and 
photography, were impressed with the high 
standard shown. 

A large number of visitors attended the 
evening show when they could admire the 
exhibits and congratulate the winners of the 
various cups which were presented by Linda 
Noble.

The Children’s Cup was won by Lily 
Hargreaves, the Best Produce item by Brik 
Halcrow, Fionnphort, the Knitting medallion 
by Kathryn Campbell, Tobermory, the Best 
Sewn item - not embroidery - by Barbara 
White, Tobermory, who also won the Flower 
Cup, the Sue Morrison trophy by Annie 
MacKinnon, Tiree, the Glen Forsa Trophy 

Salen, and Diana Oldacre, Torosay, won 
prizes for the Most Items, Baking Basket, 
Handicraft Cup and the Championship Cup. 
The cup for community work was won by 
Fionnphort for their display featuring ‘A 
Favourite Novel’, Alice in Wonderland, the 
Inter-Institute Cup was won by Tobermory 
and Sheelagh Still, Dervaig, produced the 
best cover for the new book of favourite 
recipes which will be published later in the 
year.

On Friday June 17, Fionnphort hosted the 
social evening which, despite the rain and 
the electricity failure between 7 and 9pm, 
was a great way of celebrating the end of a 
successful year.

Mull and Tiree SWRI 
Federation show

Mull Lines
PUPILS from Mull schools were this week celebrating 
their success in the Catherine McCaig Trust Gaelic writing 
competition. The competition was open to all schools in Argyll 

speakers of the language across the primary and secondary 
stages. 

Bethan Sexton, who is in Primary Seven at Salen Primary 

MacLennan in Primary Six taking second place. 
Shona MacGillivray, who is in S2 at Tobermory High School, 

won the prize for S1/2 Learners. Shona wrote in detail about 
herself, her family and her interests and received a cheque for 
£30. Kirsten MacLean, in S3, won the prize for S3/4 Fluent 
Speakers for her discursive essay on whether or not animals 
should be kept in zoos. She received a cheque for £50. 

Tobermory High School also celebrated success in winning the 
overall school prize for commitment to the competition, receiving 
a cheque for £300. 

entrants to coming from all over to take part in the event.
114 cyclists left Tobermory at 8am on Sunday June 12 to the 

sound of Piper McDonald of The Black Watch, 3rd Battalion The 
Royal Regiment of Scotland. 

Organiser Jonathan Moseley said: ‘The sun shone and the 
wind blew gently throughout the long day but it was all worth it 
because we raised over £12,000 for The Tobermory Lifeboat and 
Help for Heroes.

‘The scenery was quite superb and the wildlife exceptional; 
most of us saw golden and sea eagles, dolphins and the occasional 
otter. These sightings took our minds of the challenging routes. 
Some elected to circumnavigate Mull on the 85 mile route 
whereas some decided on the 42 mile route.

‘Both routes were served by feed stations at either Glen More 
or Ulva Primary School or both. It was an opportunity to take 
on drink and food kindly provided by a team of volunteers and 
it really was appreciated. Entrants came from as far as New 
Zealand and the USA and were aged between 69 and 16. There 
were even seven in Team Tiree and nine in the Muileach’s.

‘Throughout the day John Clayton and his team of Red Cross 
First Aiders kept an eye on us all and were only called into action 
thankfully on one occasion when a man from Renfrew came off 
on a sharp bend! Perhaps he had indulged too early in the goody 
bag that each entrant received from our numerous sponsors. It 
was a very special day for all those in lycra.’

The event will be repeated on Sunday 10 June 2012. 

CHOIR Ensemble 1685 returns to the isles of Mull and Iona 
during the Mendelssohn on Mull Festival this July.

Spanish Renaissance composer Victoria in its intended context 
during the Episcopalian Church’s Holy Eucharist. The ensemble’s 
concerts take place in a range of venues, and their repertoire will 
include chamber music for voices and piano.

Highlights from the feast of music are Mendelssohn’s Cantata 
Lauda Sion, Schubert’s Fantasy for piano duet, performed by 
Andrew and Richard Jeffcoat, and performances of the ensem-
ble’s commission for the 2009 Festival, All right, it was an Eagle,
by the young Coventry composer Matthew Print, setting a poem 
by the Mull poet Jan Sutch Pickard. All concerts are free, though 
an entrance fee to Iona Abbey is charged, and very informal. 
Further information from Richard Jeffcoat on 07889 277 078. 

be installed in the Oban, Mull and Iona destinations in the next 
few weeks. 

Advanced Display Solutions, in collaboration with Scottish 

footfall locations to allow local business adverts and tourist 

on their way to one of Scotland’s outstanding tourism hotspots.
The screens allow users to access information without keyboard 
and mouse, just like a big iPad.

YOUNG Green warriors at Dunbeg Primary have 

with their hard work. 
Pupils collected hundreds of plastic bottles and 

the eco-committee washed, squashed and sorted 
them. Parents then helped build a green house, 
where the children are now growing herbs and 

tomatoes that will be used in the school. Head 
teacher Sine MacVicar said: ‘I’m just so proud 
of them all. I can’t thank the parents and pupils 
enough for the commitment to this.’

She added only a handful of schools in Argyll 

a prestigious achievement. 

Dunbeg Primary School’s eco-committee in their new plastic bottle green house. 15_t25eco01

Plockton Gaelic and English playgroups, above, did a teddy toddle round Plockton on June 8 in aid of 
Red Cross funds. £70 was raised. Meanwhile, only two local boats raced in the third Moore Bowl race 
on June 10. Winner was Michael Hay aboard Nan. Douglas Hamilton on Ajax retired due to the calm 

conditions.

Playgroups step out on toddle round Plockton
THE FIRST Islay whisky to 
be made entirely from island 
resources for more than 100 
years has been launched by 
Kilchoman Distillery.

The ‘100per cent Islay’ 
Single Malt is made from Islay 
barley grown, malted, distilled, 
matured and then bottled at the 
island’s newest distillery.

The spirit has been matured for 

barrels from Buffalo Trace 
Distillery, Kentucky, USA and 
is lightly peated (10 to 20ppm 
of phenols) and bottled at 50per 
cent alcohol strength.

Anthony Wills, the distillery’s 
managing director, said: ‘Being 
able to release a single malt 
produced from raw materials 
sourced locally was what the 
Kilchoman project was all about 
and I’m delighted to be able to 
share this exceptional young 
aged single malt with whisky 
enthusiasts around the world.’

The 100 per cent Islay has 
been released to 26 specialist 
whisky retailers in the UK and 
11,300 bottles have been released 
worldwide.

KILLIN
A FAKE computer virus 
scammer is targeting the Killin 
area.

Residents have reported 
receiving phone calls from a man 
with an Indian accent, claiming 
that their computer is infected 
with a virus. He claims to be 
from a company called Global 
Tech, adding that the only way 
to rid your computer of the virus 

enter a code word.
In fact, this gives the man 

access to your computer to 
install a virus which can leak 
credit card and other personal 
details to the hacker.

Other companies the scammers 
claim to be calling from include 
the Computer Trading Company, 
the London Computer Centre, 
often also claiming to be from 
respected anti-virus companies. 

never phone anyone to alert them 
to any potential problems.

Anyone who receives a call 
should ignore it, while those with 
caller ID should avoid calls from 
00 919 02567 8434. 

SVE is a new organisation 
that will assist and promote 
volunteering, voluntary 
group development and social 
enterprise across the Stirling 
local authority area. 

The organisation will also 
work to ensure that voices from 
groups throughout Stirlingshire 
which are neither part of the 
public nor private sector are 
represented within the local 
Community Planning Partner-
ship.

SVE has been established to 
meet the Scottish Ministers’ 
request that a ‘Third Sector 
Interface’ is established in 
each local authority area. Third 
Sector is the term used to refer 
to all those community and 
voluntary groups, charities and 
social enterprises that are not 
part of either the public or the 
private sectors.

To help meet this broad remit 
SVE has absorbed the duties, 

Council for Voluntary Service 
(CVS) Stirling and the Volunteer 
Centre Stirling into the new 
organisation. SVE will shortly 
be embarking on an exercise 
to identify and contact all 

the voluntary, volunteering, 
community and social enterprise 
organisations in the area. A
Stirlingshire wide gathering of 
all Third Sector organisations 
will meet, share, agree priorities 
and establish a collective 
voice for the Third Sector in 
September.

PLANS to build two houses on 
land at Kenmore’s Pier Road 
have been rejected.

Three objections were received 
for the application for the two 
storey homes from Newhaven 
Developments, one of which was 
from the community council.

Planners at Perth and 
Kinross Council agreed with the 
objectors that the development 
would have been contrary to the 
Local Area Plan 2000, refusing 
the application on six separate 
points.

KENMORE

ACTION and adventure have 
marked the last fortnight of term 
for Lochnell Primary pupils. 

enjoyed a day with Stramash 
canoeing on Loch Creran and 
gorge-walking in Sutherland’s 
Grove as well as taking part in 
team building challenges. 

Primary two have been hunting 
for mini-beast at Tralee Beach 
and Beinn Lora, as part of their 
project on invertebrates. 

A high-speed RIB trip around 
Kerrera for primary seven pupils 
was led by Coastal Connections 
last week. This week, the 14 
leavers celebrated the end of 
the primary education with a 
graduation disco and today, 
Thursday, there will be a leaving 
ceremony for them.   

BENDERLOCH

THE ARDUAINE Garden 
Support Group organised a Big 
Picnic as part of National Family 
Week. 

Families enjoyed a number of 
craft stalls, music, refreshments 
and a special visit from two 
local alpacas, thanks to owners 
Andrew Read and Ann Young 
of Kames. Very popular with 
the children, the animals added 
an authentic touch to a garden 
which grows many plants from 
South America.

KILMELFORD

ISLAY
ISLAY’S Festival of the Sea 
will take place alongside the 
Colmcille Rowing Challenge, 
a race organised by the Foyle 
Rowing Club in Moville, County 
Donegal.

Rowing teams from Moville 
and Islay will race from Port 
Ellen to Moville, a distance of 
44 miles, in traditional coastal 
rowing boats on July 9. 

Foyle Rowing Club, which 
has a membership of over 100, 
had heard about the growing 
popularity of coastal rowing on 
Islay, and saw an opportunity for 
a twinned event. 

Islay’s Lagavulin Fundraisers 
run a smaller rowing group 
based in Port Ellen, Islay. 

South Islay Development 
recognised the opportunity 
to expand the initial race idea 
into a local project to increase 
volunteer participation, skills 
training and promotion of the 
area by developing a Festival of 
the Sea. 

As well as the actual race, both 
communities will each hold a 
Festival of the Sea including 
regattas, awareness raising 
events and workshops within 
their respective areas. 

Two exchange visits are 
planned, one before and one after 
the main event, for discussion of 
further co-operation and links 
between the communities.

To celebrate this challenge, 
a Festival of the Sea has been 
organised in Port Ellen on July 7 
- 9 to showcase the best of Islay’s 
talent, hospitality, fresh seafood 
and skills.

In months leading up to the 
festival, Islay High School 
has been engaged in a boat 
renovation project which will be 
unveiled at the Festival.

Argyll College has run courses 
on sea survival and VHF radio 
operation, and the Festival of 
the Sea is currently running a 
photography competition for 
pictures featuring a maritime 
theme.

KILCHOMAN

Achaleven Primary School pupils joined in with an attempt to 
break the world record for the a giant walking bus. They walked 
around Connel village urging drivers to slow down near schools. 

Prizewinners in the recent Kilphedar Race held at Daliburgh 
School for pupils from Lochdar, Daliburgh and Eriskay display their 

trophies. Left to right, back row: Dominic MacAulay, Eriskay and 
overall winner; Joanna Walker, Daliburgh; Cian Kirk, Daliburgh; 
Laura Steele, Daliburgh; Katie Campbell, Daliburgh, and Jordan 

MacKinnon, Eriskay. Front: John Laing, Daliburgh; Lucy Campbell,  
Daliburgh; Shona Steele, Daliburgh, and Micheal Iain MacInnes, 
Eriskay. Missing from the photograph is Seth Patrick, Daliburgh.

Eriskay Primary School pupils outside Callendar House Museum, Falkirk, while on an educational 
school trip to the mainland to learn more about the Romans in Scotland, a topic they had been 

studying all term.

ERISKAY

Yes! I am a new subscriber and I would like 
an annual subscription to The Oban Times.
Which edition of The Oban Times would you like? 

 Oban  Fort William (tick appropriate)
Your details
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...................................................................................Postcode.................
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Email..........................................................................................................
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Payment

I wish to pay by cheque, payable to Wyvex Media Ltd for £58.00 (includes P&P). 
I wish to pay by credit or debit card.  Please debit my account for £58.00 (includes P&P).
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Please return to Subscriptions, Wyvex Media Ltd, P.O Box 1, 
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Tick here to be added to Inverawe Smokehouses’ mailing list for special offers and promotions 
* Terms & Conditions:  Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. For UK based customers only. This offer is open to new 
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The Oban Times 150th anniversary 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER!
Fill in the form below, call subscriptions 
on 01631 568000 or visit 
www.obantimes.co.uk/shop.
Or, sign up for your weekly e-edition 
for 12 months at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/digital.  

Scotland’s premium 
oak smokehouse, 
Inverawe Smokehouses, 

has built up a fantastic reputation for 
producing gourmet smoked goodies and 

luxurious hampers from the banks of Loch Awe.
The Inverawe Treat combines its delectable smoked salmon with its award-
winning  roast smoked salmon paté. The Inverawe Treat also includes 
some of Macleans cocktail oatcakes, the perfect accompaniment.

Subscribe to 

The Oban Times 

for one year and 

receive a FREE

Inverawe Treat 

worth £19.95!*

Visit www.smokedsalmon.co.uk. 



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print them. Names and postal 
addresses must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY
WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

A view from the tower
by McCaig
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

Clarification
THE OBAN Times has been asked to clarify that David 
MacGillvaray, aged 33, of 2 Dunmore Lodge, was charged with 
being concerned in the supply of diamorphine and not supplying 
diamorphine as stated in the newspaper of Thursday June 16.  

With West Highland Tennis Week being held in Oban this week, it was appropriate Bob McCulloch submitted this flashback photograph 
which shows competitiors in an Oban tennis competition in the mid 1980s. We invite readers to send in flashback photographs. Please 

send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accom-
panied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must supply a stamped addressed 

envelope.

Oban tennis competition - mid 1980s

Excellent care         
at Moss Park 
Nursing Home
Sir,
I note recent concerns in the 
national press and TV with 
regard to care standards in 

group.
Moss Park Nursing Home has 

been caring for the frail, elderly 
patients of Lochaber for 18 years 
and is an integral part of our local 
elderly care system although run 
by the private sector.

I am writing on behalf of local 
doctors to reassure the Lochaber 
community that care standards 
within Moss Park have been 
consistently excellent since it 
opened.

We observe patients treated with 
dignity and respect to the highest 
standards of nursing care.

Many local families will know 
this from their own personal 
experience and I wish to reassure 
local people that despite press 
reports from other parts of the 
country, Moss Park remains a 
centre of excellence in nursing 
home care. Caring for older 
people with several illnesses and 
often dementia at the end of their 
lives is a very challenging and 
skilled job for the nursing team.

Nursing homes are inspected 
on a regular basis by Social Care 
and Social Work Improvement 
Scotland who will no doubt 
go around with clipboards to 
produce a report which passes 
judgement on dedicated people 

circumstances. Sometimes these 
processes have failed to pick up 
on problems in other parts of 
the country. However, the local 
doctors see the reality of what 
goes on, on a daily basis, and 
we can verify that the standards 
in Moss Park Nursing Home are 
excellent with inspired leadership 
by the Matron, Mrs Libby 
McKee.
Dr James D M Douglas, 
Tweedale Medical Practice, 
Fort William.

Domestic violence 
taken seriously
Sir,
I write in response to the letter 
from Janine Calder and the article 
on page three of your edition 
of June 2 and the letter in your 
edition of June 9 regarding the 
issue of domestic violence.

The article, and particularly the 
letters, do not give, in my view, 
a balanced view of the issue of 
domestic violence and how it is 
dealt with by the courts.

I write as a solicitor with more 
than 30 years’ experience in the 
criminal courts dealing with many 
incidents of domestic violence. If 
a complaint of domestic violence 
is made to the police, the other 
party is arrested, detained in 
custody and is held until the next 
available court. If he/she pleads 
not guilty then bail conditions 
will normally be imposed which 
makes it impossible for the 
accused to return to the family 
home or to have contact with the 
spouse/partner. Invariably these 
conditions remain in place until 
the case is disposed of. Quite often 
in domestic violence cases, bail is 
refused and it is not uncommon 
for custodial sentences to be 
imposed by the court.

Domestic violence is taken 

seriously as indicated by the fact 
the accused in the case reported 

However, as in every and any 
case, the sheriff must take into 
account the whole circumstances. 
Your own report of June 2 points 

and dagger at the accused. 
These are incidents of domestic 
assault with weapons and should 
have been prosecuted as such. 
However, it appears the female 
partner has avoided arrest and 
prosecution. 

If there was a history of 
domestic violence this would 
have been drawn to the attention 
of the sheriff by the Procurator 
Fiscal. In particular, if an accused 
pleads guilty and has previous 
convictions, his schedule is put 
before the court and where he 
has previously been convicted of 
domestic violence that is clearly 
marked out so the sheriff is 
aware of the history of domestic 
violence.

In dealing with a case of 
domestic violence, the Sheriff can 
only deal with the information 
which is put before him and he 
must take into account all the 
information which is provided 
to him. In this particular case I 
have discussed matters with other 
professional colleagues in Oban, 
both male and female, and they 
are very much of a consensus 
that Sheriff Small dealt with this 
case in an entirely appropriate 
manner.
Edward Thornton, Dean, Oban 
Faculty of Solicitors.  

Dreaming on 
George Street
Sir,
McCaig’s most recent rant, no 
doubt dreamed up whilst ambling 
along George Street, reveals his 
right wing tendencies. 

He may have convinced himself 
that he is somehow in touch with 
reality and more laughably so, 
has the ear of politicians, but the 
reality is that his column bears no 
resemblance to the real world. 

Alex Salmond is standing up for 
Scotland. That means sometimes 
you have to get stuck in and tell 
it how it is. 

It’s a shame that the anonymous 
McCaig - aye right! - chooses to 
hide behind another name whilst 
blasting out his right wing views 
on immigration. But as the last 
election shows, hardly anyone 
agrees with him. 

Back to the dreaming on George 
Street and next week’s column. 
Donald Morris, 1 Priory Way, 
Beauly.

Mull burial delay
Sir,
We write in response to the article 
‘No shortage of staff despite 
burial delays’.

As the family concerned we 
would like to set the record 
straight. Our father passed away 
on May 31 and the family’s 
preferred date for burial was 
Tuesday June 7.  The council 
offered a date of Tuesday June 
14, a full 14 days after our father 
passed away. 

Our father’s body was ready 
to be released from hospital on 
Thursday June 2 and through 
many phone calls by the family 
to the Golden Jubilee Hospital, 
the Registrar and Argyll and 
Bute Council and liasing with the 
undertaker all relevent paperwork 
could have been in the council’s 
hands on June 2. The council was 

made aware of that fact on that 
day. As far as the council was 
concerned, it could not be done on 
Tuesday, June 7 because of a lack 

The council got someone out of 
retirement to help them and after 
doing the job requested of him, 
he is again in retirement and the 
digger sits at Salen graveyard as 
they have no-one to move it. 
Is this deemed as ‘an adequate 

It was requested by the 
undertaker and our family that 
assistance be gained from Oban 
gravediggers.  The council 
refused this on the basis of 
cost. A family friend who used 
to work for the council as a 
gravedigger offered to help out 
but the council was insistent the 
funeral would not take place on 
the requested date.

After much debate, the 
council
the date forward to Friday, June 
10, only because it would have 
been unacceptable for the council 
to admit only one grave could be 
dug in Mull in a week. 
Neil, Mairi and Elizabeth 
MacCallum, Fionnphort, Isle 
of Mull. 

Vulnerable     
people deserve 
better
Sir, 
Regarding your article of June 9, 
I would like to support Madeleine 
McCallum, the lady who was 
brave enough to make her 
views known about care in the 
community and the treatment of 
the elderly sick and vulnerable.

As a stroke victim myself, I 
can identify with her views on 
the subject. The politicians are 
always on about how much better 
it is for the sick and the elderly to 
be able to live at home. So they 
should put their money where 
their mouths are and give more 
help, instead of trying to save 
money. By taking away help from 
the most vulnerable in society 
then I say think again. We are 
the people who have worked hard 
all our working lives and have 
paid our dues. We deserve better 
treatment.
Name and address supplied. 

Good sense and 
sound judgement
Sir,
How satisfying to read that some 
of our councillors do have good 
sense and sound judgement.

I would endorse the councillor 
for Oban North and Lorn Neil 
MacKay’s opinion regarding the 
value of Oban’s Lorn and Islands 
Hospital. I also hope there will be 
no further changes there. At 86, I 
owe my own life to treatment in 
that ‘centre of excellence’.

in Argyll and Bute Council 
diminishes even more. There was 
the debacle over the disgraceful 
state of south Mull roads over the 
winter although it appears work 
has at last started on this.

Apparently money is to be 
saved by with-holding supplies of 
refuse bags for recyclables as we 
have been unable to get them for 
two weeks now.

If letters are to be believed, 
funding to staff a sheltered 
housing complex here is also 
withdrawn.

Thank you for revealing that 
money has been lavished in other 
directions. On Coll, £400,000 has 

Tour of Excellence
IT IS hard to believe it is now 
11 years since the inception 
of the National Centre of 
Excellence for Traditional 
Music at Plockton High School.  

Potential candidates for 
the residential school are 

hours of music per week with 
those in year six completing 
double that amount. Having 
been competent musicians at 
the outset, they develop into 
top class performers but so that 
they have the opportunity of 
experiencing the true life of a 
musician, tours have become 
part of their training, a kind 

described by Dougie Pincock, 
the Director of the Course.  

Each session the year six 
pupils complete an Easter tour 
and then the whole school goes 
on a summer tour. This allows 
the pupils to get some idea 
of the trials and tribulations 
which musicians face on the 
road, perhaps not always in 
locations as comfortable and 
acoustic as their main recent 
Glasgow gig which took place 
in St Andrew’s in the Square.  

Unfortunately there was a 
poor attendance at this concert, 
partly due to the clash with 
a similar concert, ‘Musical 
Extravaganza’, featuring Phil 
Cunningham and the students 
of the traditional music course 
at the RSAMD.  

This was unfortunate as a 
glance at the Diary Dates will 
show there is not much taking 
place at this time of the year 
and the quality of musicianship 
at both institutions is deserving 
of full public support.  

However, the audience in the 
former church building were 
not disappointed. The school 

age-group bands and each had 
a name. When those in the year 
one to three band were asked 
their name the response was 
‘Good Question’ and so that 
became their name. They were 

for the evening. 
Performing from ‘Good 

Question’ was 12-year-old 
Robert MacInnes, from 
Kishorn.  Take note of his 
name as he regaled the 
audience with excellent Gaelic 
singing and is certainly one for 
the future.   

This was an evening of many 
highlights with a band from 

and two bands from year six, 
including pupils from Fife to 
Skye and many locations in 
between.  

The pupils showcased 
their versatility on a variety 
of instruments with their 
own arrangements of some 
traditional material from 
home and abroad and their 
own compositions. One 
was even a birthday present 
for a dad entitled ‘This is 
your Present’ while another 
included a pibroch within their 
arrangement. 

the evening was the logistic of 

been spent on bridges without 
viable roads to approach them 
and unstated costs to councillors 
taking pleasurable trips around 
the islands – by plane from 
Oban.
Barbara MacDougall, 
Fionnphort, Isle of Mull. 

So much for loyalty
Sir,

able to visit Oban since the cairn 
was erected at Ganavan Sands in 
1998 in memory of all the aircrew 
lost in Oban Bay or who failed to 
return from a sortie.

But it is now completely 
obscured with houses and lies 
forgotten. So much for loyalty – a 
sign of the times, I suppose.

The unveiling of the cairn was 
in 1998 and co-incided with the 
launch of the book Hebrides at 
War by Mike Hughes at Smiths, 
George Street.

The BBC was there to interview 
air crew, myself and Mike for 
a presentation of The Flying 
Porcupines which would be heard 
on Radio 4. I was stationed at 
Oban as a WAFF medic in 1941.

I remember the War and Peace 
Museum which had opened 
on the pier and often came as a 
volunteer to help. 

Then they had to move and 
although I lost contact I did keep 
in touch with Ronnie McIntyre 
and his friends.

On my recent visit I was 
overwhelmed at the wonderful 
display and seeing the new classic 
War and Peace Museum where 
it is now located and meeting 
Ronnie and his friends was very 
nostalgic and rolled back the 
years - I’m 88.

The day was beautiful – Oban 
on a sunny day is magic.

Thanks to my grandson Daniel 
who drove me all those miles for 
a wonderful day.
Wendy B Austin-Bishop, 
Grantown on Spey. 

Excellent service 
from NHS 24
Sir, 
These days, we often hear 
complaints and comments about 
bad service, but I would like 
to redress the balance a little 
by recording a bit of excellent 
service from NHS 24.

On Saturday afternoon I started 
to get twinges from a tooth. By 
the evening I had to resort to 
painkillers to make life bearable. 
The thought of this regime until 
Monday morning when normal 
dental services resumed, was not 
a pleasant one. 

During Saturday night/Sunday 
morning the painkillers were 
losing their effect and by 3am I 
was also shivering uncontrollably. 
Drastic measures seemed to be 
the only course of action, so I 
asked my wife to phone NHS 24 
at about 4am to see what could be 
done.

listening to the problem - and 
although not coming up with 
an instant cure, said they would 
phone back to see what could be 
done. 

This they duly did at about 
4.30am and said that an 
emergency appointment with a 
dentist had been set up for 1.30pm 
in Lorn and Islands hospital. 

This was an example of 
exemplary service from our NHS 
and they have one extremely 
grateful patient on their lists.
Jim Cunningham, Dorus Mor,
Clachan Seil.

THA MI AIR A BHITH AN SÀS aig trì Mòdan Ionadail gu 
ruige seo am bliadhna agus tha iad uile air toileachas a thoirt 
dhomh! 

Tha caochladh adhbharan airson an toileachais sin ach gun 
teagamh, ‘s e am prìomh fhear a bhith a’ cluinntinn is a’ faicinn 
òigridh a’ seinn is ag aithris ann an deagh Ghàidhlig agus sin a’ 
còrdadh riutha fhèin cho math! Gun teagamh, tha Gàidhlig nas 
laige anns na coimhearsnachdan na bha agus tha sinn uile eòlach 
gu leòr air a bhith cluinntinn dhaoine a’ caoidh nan ‘làithean 
a dh’fhalbh ‘s nach till’! Ach tha sinn beò anns an t-saoghal a 
th’againn agus tha mòran phàrantan is luchd-teagaisg is eile a’ 
cur spàirn mhòr ann a bhith ag oideachadh is a’ brosnachadh na 
cloinne sin. Cha ghabh àicheadh nach eil seo a’ togail inbhe agus 
ìre cleachdaidh na Gàidhlig anns a’ choimhearsnachd agus bu 
chòir dhan an fheadhainn aig am bheil comasan sa Ghàidhlig 
an tuilleadh taice a thoirt le bhith a’ cleachdadh a’ chànain nas 
bitheanta agus a’ cuideachadh is a’ misneachadh luchd-ionnsach-
aidh. 

Tha dùbhlan mòr aig an fheadhainn a tha an sàs ann an ath-bhe-
othachadh na Gàidhlig. Chan eil, anns an fharsaingeachd, an aon 
chothrom bogaidh aig luchd-ionnsachaidh is a dh’ iarramaid agus 
tha sin a’ cur barrachd cuideim air luchd-teagaisg aig gach ìre. 
Agus cluinnear blas cànain nach eil ’s dòcha dualach. Ach nach 

Tha e da-rìribh annasach gum bheil uimhir bho thaobh a-mach 
choimhearsnachdan nan Gàidheal a’ faicinn luach na Gàidhlige 
fhad ’s a tha feadhainn a fhuair i mar dhìleab mhàthaireil a’ 
leigeil leatha sìoladh às. Ciamar a ghabhas sibh brosnachadh 

Theagamh gur e aon dòigh air a’ phròis sin a dhùsgadh às 
ùr gun tigeadh sibh chun nam Mòdan ionadail a tha a’ gabhail 
àite feadh na dùthcha agus gum faiceadh is gun cluinneadh 
sibh dhuibh fhèin an t-saothair is an toileachas a tha a’ chloinn 
sin a’ ghabhail ann an Gàidhlig. Agus ma tha sibh cronachail, 
tàmailteach a thaobh ìre a’ chànain a chluinneas sibh aig àm sam 
bith, saoil nach biodh e nas fhèarr bhur cuid chomasan cànain 
a chur an sàs mar thaice ionnsachaidh dhan òigridh sin seach a 
bhith a’ càineadh agus a’ mùchadh misneachd an ath ghinealaich.  

I WOULD encourage all who value Gaelic as a vital part of 
Scotland’s national heritage to take time to attend some of the 
provincial Mòds taking place across Scotland. 

You will hear and see adults, and particularly children, using 
Gaelic enthusiastically and competently. Congratulations to all 
those teachers and tutors who work so hard to prepare them to 
perform so well.

Native Gaelic speakers can help more by making their language 

user numbers and the status and audibility of the language.
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

A 12-month 
winter?
CAN EVEN the oldest reader 
remember when we have had 
so many continuous months of 

Last winter is one few people 
under 40 would contemplate 
digging into the recesses 
of their memory to recall. 
Certainly, there were few 
people who could recall when 
movement around Britain 
was severely constricted; 
country areas were isolated, 
communications with main 
centres of population were 
impossible to reach without 
all-terrain vehicles and school 
pupils were given unexpectedly 
long holidays as often as not 

as a result of burst pipes. As 
radio and telephone weather 
forecasts became more easily 
obtainable so did the ‘men at 
the Met’ become more reviled 
for their forecasts that came 
nowhere near the weather that 
prevailed - it rained when the 
sun was meant to be splitting 
the sky, but when it shone 
brilliantly it was accompanied 
by a gale-force wind when a 
balmy zeyphr was promised. 

The winter months seemed 
to be the worst period of 
forecasting. I don’t want to go 
into detail as reminding folk 
who lost loved ones through 

super-high tides and landslides 
are still upmost in the minds of 
those most painfully affected, 
yet there was no apology from 
anyone involved in forecasting 
the weather. Instead, there is a 

At least the greatly derided 
bankers who collected the big 
bonuses did make a substantial 

However, those who don’t un-
derstand how bankers’ bonuses 
are calculated, or do but, like 
Dr Vince Cable pretend not to 
for political purposes, are more 
culpable than those who do 
but don’t approve of the bonus 
system per se. A large slice of 

salary, is dependent on these 
bonuses.  

I don’t have any argument 
with the bonus system as at 
least the tax - or some of it 
- has been paid, whereas the 
‘men at the Met’ are simply 
being handed, on this occasion, 
£1.5 million for getting the im-
mediate forecast dramatically 
wrong. The chief executive of 
that incompetent organisation 
is rewarded with £225,000 
more than the Prime Minister. 

But don’t think they are 
shame-faced about their poor 
performance; in fact, they are 
quite proud of it. In that case, 
a massive redundancy is called 

of the piece of dried seaweed. 

How safe are you 
in hospital?
AS REGULAR readers know 
I was in hospital earlier this 

of three establishments - one 
in Oban and two in Glasgow 
- as I burnt my foot with a hot 
water bottle which I would not 
have normally had but due to 
bad weather forecasting it was 

tempted to take one with me. 
I won’t be doing so again, 

even though the sheets are 
frozen solid.

Anyway, the senior 
surgeon at the Lorn  the Islands 
Hospital in Oban did a good 
job, his theatre and ward staff 
looked after me admirably 
until a complication arose 
which, I regret to say, was the 
admitted fault of someone on 
the medical staff who prepared 
anti-biotics which mixed with 
the diabetic medicine I was 
already on created a serious 
and dangerous complication 
to my kidneys. Suddenly, I 
was put on an intravenous drip 
24 hours a day and declared 
to be so seriously ill I had to 
be shipped out to Glasgow on 
Christmas Eve in an ambulance 
- no helicopter was available 

cannot praise it highly enough 
but my stay there was curtailed 
and I was transferred to 
Gartnavel about which I will 
say nothing other than it was 
the ‘pits’, a view which seems 
to be shared by everyone I have 
spoken to subsequently, both 
laymen and professionals. 

Constantly complaining 
about every aspect of the care  
I received there seemed to 
hasten my return to hospital in 
Oban.

Why am I telling you this 

there needs to be a thorough 
examination of how drugs, 
particularly intravenously 
administered, are prepared 
and what supervision is made 
of those, very often inexperi-
enced, who do the dispensing. 

Secondly, why does the 
NHS have such a large bill for 
professional negligence – many 
millions of pounds annually 
– and what steps are taken 

But equally alarming are the 
rumours circulating, coupled 
with the fact the chairman of 
NHS Highland Health Board 
has asked for a meeting with 
Argyll and Bute Council ‘to 

cuts which Argyll and Bute 
will have to bear.’ 

The current Health Minister, 
Nicola Sturgeon, is on record 
as promising a secure future 
for both the Oban and Fort 
William hospitals. I’m sure she 
will want to stick to her word 
but the powerful in Inverness 
will do all they can to take 
away the surgical and accident 
and emergency services from 
both towns in the name of 

We must not allow this to 

again even more forcefully.

instruments on the extremely 

the concert, with a set of Blair 
Douglas tunes bringing an 
excellent evening to a close.  

Bands such as Bodega were 
formed at Plockton High 
School and this group of pupils, 
being acclaimed as the best yet, 
look set to follow in their very 
successful footsteps.  

On stage the pupils exhibited 
a maturity beyond their years 
and illustrated to the audience 
that while they develop their 
musical expertise to a very 
high standard at the school 
it is achieved within a fun 
environment. 

One has to remember all 
the preparation for this tour 
took place while Highland 
Council was debating the 
future existence of the school, 
a suggestion which resulted 
in a petition with more than 
9,000 signatures of support 
from the general public and 
tremendous support from 
current and former students 
and their families. Much to the 
delight of everyone concerned 
the council took the unanimous 
decision to safeguard the future 
funding of the school, two days 
after their Glasgow appearance 
and while the pupils were still 
on tour. It is hard to imagine an 
alternative decision being taken 
if the quality of education 
of pupils is central to the 
service which councils hope to 
provide.  

Teachers throughout 
Scotland have many boxes to 
tick for individual pupils as 
they deliver Curriculum for 
Excellence and I would suggest 
that the experience of attending 
this centre of excellence at 
Plockton achieves many of the 
aims of this new curriculum 
which places the development 
of young adults at its core. 

The hall at Plockton High 

night of the tour and they fully 
endorsed the council’s decision 
before settling down to their 
very own concert where it all 
began and where the future is 
now ensured. Taking advantage 
of being in Skye for a short 
break it was a privilege to be 
part of that audience. 

Next up for the pupils will 

opening  of the Scottish 
Parliament tomorrow, Friday 
July 1. Not a bad gig!

Diary dates
Thursday June 30: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm - The Shee.
Saturday July 2: Luss 
Highland Games.
Thursday July 7: Live at 
the Star, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm - George Murphy.

Pub scene
THE BURNS Brothers will 
provide the music  in the Park 
Bar on both Friday and Sunday  
with Gunna Sound on Saturday 
while in the Islay Inn it will 
be the Ragels on Friday and 
Crooked Reel on Saturday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Tread warily over 
affordable homes
ABANDONING the policy which demands an affordable element 
to housing schemes throughout Argyll and Bute would be a dan-
gerous step for the local authority to take.

buyers to get their feet onto the bottom rung of the housing ladder. 
Taking away the requirement for affordable homes to be built as a 
matter of course would further threaten already fragile communi-
ties. Without a new and younger generation of home owners, what 
is to become of communities which are home to an ever ageing 

While the current situation demanding the construction of af-

policy review group which will look at the problem should tread 
warily.
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Take a trip to...

Lochaber

KEIL FARM, 
ARDGOUR
SATURDAY 

16TH JULY AT 1.00PM

Sunart & District Agricultural Society

STOCK JUDGING 
AND SHEARING

Question:
Question: On which area of outstanding natural beauty is Glencoe Mountain Resort situated?
Fill in your details along with your answer below and post to Competitions, 
Wyvex Media Group, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.

Entries must be submitted by, Monday July 11, 2011.
Answer ...........................................................................................................
Name ..............................................................................................................
Address ..........................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................
Telephone ......................................................................................................

Email ..............................................................................................................
 Tick here to receive information on special offers and promotions from Wyvex Media.
 Tick here to receive information on special offers and promotions from Glencoe Mountain Resort.

Win! A family activity day at 
Glencoe Mountain Resort 

WIN
worth
 £230

Glencoe Mountain Resort is the perfect 
summer holiday activity for individuals, 
families and groups. The resort is 
situated in an area of outstanding natural 
beauty on Rannoch Moor, just off the 
A82 between Tyndrum and Glencoe. 
In summer, the centre offers mountain 
biking, archery, orienteering, hill walking, 
climbing, chairlift rides, guided walks and 
home cooked food in the log cabin café. 
The chairlift runs throughout the year 
and is the best way to witness stunning 
views across Rannoch Moor.  Take 
your mountain bike up on the chair to 
enjoy the trails high up on the mountain. 
Have a go at Archery and learn to shoot 
like Robin Hood on their purpose built 
archery range with a friendly instructor. 
Visit www.glencoemountain.co.uk or 
telephone 01855 851226.

The summer holidays are here and to 
celebrate, The Oban Times has teamed 
up with Glencoe Mountain to give two 
lucky families a day of activities each at 
the resort.  The winning families, based 
on two adults and two children, will 
each win a one hour archery lesson, a 
sightseeing trip on the chairlift and a full 
day’s mountain bike hire with chairlift 
access,worth £230.
To enter, simply answer the question below 

answer and post to Competitions, Wyvex 
Media Ltd, PO Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB.  

PI K YO
U

OWN…

Fruit Season Opening Times
Monday - Friday     10am - 8pm
Saturday & Sunday   9am - 5pm

Directions: From J29 on M8, take A726 
road to Inchinnan Beside Glasgow Airport

Orders Taken
for Freshly Picked Fruit

Check for Crops  in Season

Tel: 0141 889 3492
INCHINNAN  PA4 9LP

EAST

YONDE
RTON

FARM

An Comunn 
Gaidhealeach

Cruachan Branch
Summer Ceilidhs

Begin Thursday 
7th July 2011

Taynuilt Village Hall
At 8pm

Admission £3: Members 
& Children (5-16yrs) £2

This stunning accordion player has taken 71 tunes 
from traditional Irish archives, sessions and his own 
compositions. He has played around with the keys 

The playing is raw, spontaneous and full of life, re-
corded at Doolittle recording studios, County Sligo.
Luke Daniels (button accordion made by Doug Briggs 
and tuned A/Bb), Junior Davey (bodhran), Seamie O’Dowd (guitar, har-

Victor Nicholls (tuba), Gigi Biolcati (drums, percussion).

-
ing as conductor after 25 years. Garioch is pro-
nounced Gearie (rhyming with dearie). The Gari-
och is an area of the countryside in Aberdeenshire 
that takes in their home base of Inverurie. The 

-
rangements/harmonies written by conductor, musical director and 

with piano and double bass backing.

The band are leading the Scottish new-folk revolu-
tion with anthemic tales of love, debauchery and sin 
laced with black humour. A selection of songs about 
drinking and partying, with some gentler moments, 

-

uniquely Scottish. All songs composed by Nick Turner 
-

MacKay (drums), James Lindsay (bass, double bass).

review
CD

DON’T MISS IRELAND’S NO 1 BOX OFFICE ATTRACTION

DECLAN NERNEY
AND BAND

In Argyllshire Gathering Halls,Oban
On Sat 2nd July - Doors Open 8.00pm

Limited

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

gigguide
argyll your essential guide to 

live music in argyll

Thursday night > Scottish Show at 8pm
Skipinnish Ceilidh House followed by a Ceilidh and Disco
Friday night > Scottish Show at 8pm 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House followed by disco at 11pm
Saturday night > Scottish Show at 8pm 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House followed by disco at 11pm
Friday 1 July > Ceol An Aire
Markie Dans 9.30pm
Saturday 2 July > North Star
Markie Dans 9.30pm
Wednesday 6 July > Cattle Pest
Markie Dans 9.30pm
Thursday 7 July > Finn
Markie Dans 9.30pm
Friday 8 July > Carbon Copy
Markie Dans 9.30pm
Saturday 9 July > Robert Carmichael
Markie Dans 9.30pm

Gig Guide sponsored by 
The Cottage Residential Music Studio

Create • Relax • Enjoy
Tel: +44 (0)1499 600379    Mob: +44 (0)7796 330717

enq@thecottagemusic.co.uk    www.thecottagemusic.co.uk

Local
Producers
Market

Thursday 7th July
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO

Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

FROM BEN NEVIS TO MOUNT NEVIS 
IN THE UNSPOILED CARIBBEAN
If you live within sight of Ben Nevis, we’ll give you one 
third off our advertised rates 
for a 1-2 week stay at our 
gingerbread-style cottages 
on the tranquil West Indian 
island of Nevis
www.neviscottage.com ARGYLL

ANIMAL
AID

NUGGET
Very sweet wee girl. Has been left on her 
own a lot and needs company. Is spayed.

Contact Pat on 01852 300362
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

LOCHABER bills itself as 
the Outdoor Capital of the 

title with its mountains, glens 

-
aginable, from high speed 
downhill mountain biking 
to sailing, rock climbing and 
orienteering.

Fort William, on the shores 
of Loch Linnhe, is the biggest 
town in the area and is a use-
ful hub from which to explore 
the west Highlands.

point for the famous West 

and sits at the base of Britain’s 
tallest mountain, Ben Nevis, 
which sees 100,000 people 

from the town centre, where 
plentiful sports and camping 
shops are a good place to 
stock up on outdoor kit ahead 
of an expedition.

To the north, the Nevis 

of outdoor activities even 
after the snow has melted, 
as well as a gondola ride for 

views from Annoach Mor. 
The world-class mountain 

annual Mountain Bike World 
Cup and is open for the public 
to have a go.

From a Fort William base, 

and the remote Ardnamur-
chan peninsula. 

can take a boat trip on Loch 
Linnhe, or catch the Jacobite 
Steam Train to Mallaig, 

viaduct – famous as the 

the Hogwarts Express. The 
brooks, gorges and waterfalls 

and in 1994 its cinematic 

became a location for the ep-
ics Rob Roy and Braveheart.

Glencoe

deer-studded Rannoch Moor 

Coe is one of Britain’s most 
dramatic and the landscape, 

disappoint.

Scotland’s most infamous 
massacre in 1692, when sol-
diers of the Campbell clan, af-

the MacDonalds, slaughtered 
their hosts on government 

were killed outright and of 
those who escaped into the 
freezing hills, 40 women and 
children died from exposure.

other aspects of local his-

National Trust for Scotland’s 

493 2222) and there are 
more artefacts on show at 

times the area has inspired 
generations of artists, writers 

are cloaked in mist or framed 

The Shepherd of the Etive 
(Buachaille Etive Mor), the 
towering Three Sisters and 
the Devil’s Staircase provide 
some of the most spectacular 

-

tackle nature’s giant climbing 
frames, but the sparse vegeta-

Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

Sea cadets in Oban are progressing well through the ranks. 

RENOWNED Celtic rockers Capercaillie 
will be heading up what is proving to be the 
spectacular Oban Bicentennial line-up.

the band.
Lead singer Karen Mathieson, a former 

pupil of Oban High School, is delighted to get 

English.’

to understand. Oban High School was a great 
school for learning music. Without it and the 
fantastic teaching there, Donald [Shaw] and 
the original band line-up would never have 
gotten together.’

as part of the town’s Oban200 celebrations on 

the Corran Halls.

SEA CADETS at Oban’s Training Ship 
Pharos are all set for a life on the ocean 
wave after progressing further through 
the ranks.

The unit, based in Tweeddale Street, 
is going from strength to strength 
offering a full range of activities and 

Alana McLaughlan, Lilli MacKenzie, 

Connor Watkins and Dana Entwistle.

are soon to join the cadets in the new 
grade.

To commemorate this special event 

to all new cadets.  

The following cadets also progressed 

David Cameron, Matthew Cattanach 

Tami Smith progressed from 

in a drill and a gun drill demonstration 
drilling with the eight decommissioned 

Race night adds 
another £186 to 
cinema coffers

Karen’s coming home as Celtic 
rockers head Oban200 line-up

fundraising Night at the Races 
boosted the coffers of Oban 

weekend. 

on nine races as well as the 
chance to be the owner or the 

horse. 
Organiser Laura Russell 

thanked all those who supported 

Caledonian Hotel and Oban 

donating prices. 

event is a ball at the Corran Halls 

campaigners have received 

when making applications for 
funding.

schools joined together for an 
afternoon of music-making at 

Oban Strings workshop and 
concert marked the end of the 

and a generous donation from 
Oban High School.

Making music

HOLISTIC
INNER HEALING

Oliver Niedermeier Chiropractor & Homeopath

Now practising in:
Oban
Monday/ Wednesday/ Saturday
Lochgilphead:  
Tuesday/ Thursday

CHIROPRACTIC TASTER 
DAY IN OBAN 
Treatments and Info for free 
No need for appointment, everybody’s welcome
Sat 2nd July 09.00 - 17.00 
at Atlantis Leisure 

at Energie Gym 

Crear Concert
Steven Osborne (piano) 

7.30pm
Wednesday 6 July

7.30pm Thursday 7 July 
Advance tickets only: £22

Under 18’s free
Pre-concert buffet supper: £15

T: 01880 770 369
E: concerts@crear.co.uk
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COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

HIGHLAND cattle from Argyll 
were once again among the top 
awards at last week’s Royal 
Highland Show at Ingliston, 
near Edinburgh with the cham-
pion and reserve tickets in the 
Highland cattle section going to 
Argyll-based folds.

182,984 spectators
The four-day rural extrava-

ganza, heralded as Scotland’s 
Blue Riband agricultural event, 
produced crowds of 182,984 
– approximately 4,500 short of 
last year’s record four-day total 
but still many more than was 
forecast with one weather eye on 

affecting the rural community.
Although the Royal Highland 

and Agricultural Society of Scot-
land was established in 1784, it 
wasn’t until December 1822 that 

-
berry House in the Canongate, 
Edinburgh when 75 cattle were 
shown along with eight sheep 
and two pigs. Around 1,000 
members and public attended 
and takings were just over £52. 

in Edinburgh and Glasgow 
before moving to Perth in 1829. 
It was a moveable farming 
festival until achieving a per-
manent site at Ingliston in 1960. 
The move to a permanent site saw 
the show become internationally 
recognised as an annual celebra-
tion of Scottish farming, food and 
countryside, attracting an audi-
ence far beyond its farming roots.
Last week, around 5,000 head 
of livestock were on parade 
with the cost of staging the 
event approaching £1.5 million.
Thursday’s opening day’s crowd 
was actually higher that the cor-
responding day last year, up by 
almost 1,500 people – with each 
day thereafter falling slightly 
short on the corresponding day 
last year.

Highland champion
Thursday’s cattle ringsides 

were packed with spectators as 
Highland cattle judge Andrew 
Cameron from Culduthel, Inver-
ness delighted the crowd as he 
selected the red, 29-month old 
heifer Morag Odhar of Mottis-
tone from the Benderloch-based 
Mottistone fold of Michael 
Poland, as his champion. This 
was the second year in a row that 
Mottistone has won the coveted 
Highland championship. Shown 
to full effect by stockman Willie 
MacLean, the winning heifer, 
by Eoin Mhor of Miungairigh 
and out of Morag Odhar 2nd of 
Kindrochaid, was stood up just 
ahead of the reserve champion, a 
seven-year old red cow from Mr 
and Mrs RD Schuster, Dalmally.

The cow, Albanach Molach 
4th of Glenkinglass, by Lachlan 
Joseph of Tain and out of Alba-
nach 9th of Glenkinglass, was 
paraded with calf at foot and 
smartly brought out by stockman 
Donald Dempster.

The Highland judging also saw 
several other awards come to 
Argyll-based folds, with Duncan 
Buchanan, Shenavallie lifting 
the prize for the best calf on 
show with Barravalla Og 9th of 
Shenavallie. 

Michael Poland’s fold also took 
second in the two-year old bulls 
with Bentalla 2nd of Mottistone, 
by Bentalla of Glengarnock, out 
of Lady Alma 3rd of Kindro-
chaid, which was placed just 
behind the class winner Uallach 
Dubh 5th of Pollock from Glas-
gow City Council. There was 
also a ticket in this class for the 
Shenavallie fold with Bhaltear 
of Shenavallie, by Tearlach Geal 
of Balure and out of Bhoidheach 
Bheag 11th of Shenavallie.

The Glenkinglass fold stood 
second to Hyndford in the 
over two-year old females with 
Neoinean Loachag 4th of Glenk-

inglass, by Angus Ruadh og 
Gartchonzie and out of Neoinean 
4th Glenkinglass - while in the 
young bulls, Alexander 3rd of 
Mottistone,  by Alexander of 
Glengorm and out of Joyce 1st 
of Glengorm, was placed second 
to Ruaridh of Balmoral from the 

was also a placing in this class 
for Mont Blanc of Cladich, by 
Aoghas of An Sidhean, out of 
Molly 31st of Cladich, from the 

Strickland, who also took a 
fourth place ticket in the young 
heifer class with Sorcha Dubh 
of Cladich, by Whitelaw of 
Killochries and out of Sorcha of 
Craigowmill.

Tiree
In the very competitive British 

Blue cattle ring there was three 
third place tickets for young 
Tiree crofter Iain MacInnes, Ru-
aig, with his young bull Bluebell 
Connor, the young home-bred 
heifer Ruaig Foxy and the heifer 
Ruaig Dotti Et. There was also a 
place ticket for Iain’s bull Ruaig 
Frazer.

Argyll was again amongst the 
awards in the sheep rings when a 
Bluefaced Leicester ewe lamb by 

of a Hazeklwood ewe from Mrs 
Mary Turner, Kildalloig, Camp-
beltown took reserve champion 
from a tup lamb from L and S 
Currie Pinmore, Girvan.

Alan MacKellar, Seaview 
Benderloch won the Bluefaced 
Leicester ewe class with a 
four-crop, Teviot Y31 by a S41 
Scrainwood sire, and out of 
a P15 Teviot. Alan also took 
second, from a class of 16, with 
a home-bred shearling son of his 
prize-winning ewe Ezmarelda 
Seaview Blue. The shearling 
had previously won his 2010 
Highland Show class as a tup 
lamb. To complete a good day 
for the young crofter, Alan was 
then awarded sixth and seventh 
place tickets for his ewe lambs in 
a strong class of 28 entries.

And there was a further boost 
to Tiree’s growing reputation for 
producting high quality livestock 
when Alasdair MacLean, Hey-
lipol Farm, won second prize in 
the  Beltex ewe lamb class with 
his entry Tiree Rich Spice.

Kintyre
In Friday’s dairy sections, Rob-

in and Jimmy Barr, Clochkeil, 
Campbeltown repeated their 
success of last year when their 
pedigree Ayrshire leader, the 
third calver, Calderglen Silver-
bell, by Calderglen Jubilee, took 
the Ayrshire title. The champion, 
which calved three weeks ago 
and yielded over 8,000kg at her 
last lactation, was placed ahead 
of  Keith Davidson, Castle Doug-
las’s second calver Halmyre Urr 
Floralin by Howies Inimitable. 
She was also reserve in 2010 and 
stood champion at Ayr earlier 
this year. 

Horses
In the heavy horse classes, 

experienced Highland Show 
competitors, MacFadyen Con-
tractors, Campbeltown tasted 

Carnaff Lady Lucinda won the 
Clydesdale Horse Society Shield 
-  the award as the best yearling 

show. She had earlier won her 
class ahead of another Kintyre 

from David MacPhail, Jnr.
Thursday’s Highland pony 

judging brought success for 

Combebank ridden by Lorna 
Boyd, Lochgoilhead. The mare 
was placed third in a strong yeld 
mare class in the Highland pony 
in-hand section in what was only 
her second time shown since 
being bought from Jane Dawson 
on Islay. 

Argyll
success
at this 
year’s  
Royal
Highland
Show
Mottistone Fold retains 
Highland cattle crown

Above: Highland cattle 
judge Andrew Cameron from 

Inverness selects Morag 
Odhar of Mottistone from the 
Benderloch-based Mottistone 
fold of Michael Poland, as his 

2011 champion.  

Left:  Reserve cham-
pion Albanach Molach 4th of 

Glenkinglass, by Lachlan Joseph 
of Tain and out of Albanach 9th 

of Glenkinglass, was smartly 
brought out by stockman 

Donald Dempster on behalf 
of  Mr and Mrs RD Schuster, 

Dalmally.

Above: Duncan Buchanan, Shenavallie, Benderloch took the prize for the best Highland calf at this 
year’s show with Barravalla Og 9th of Shenavallie.

Below: Alan MacKellar, Seaview, 
Benderloch with his Bluefaced 
Leicster shearling which took 
second in its class. Alan’s ewe  

went on to win her section

WEST HIGHLANDS and 
islands crofting and farming 
communities are being in-
vited to applying to join a sea 
eagle management scheme.

Covering the Inner and 
Outer Hebrides including 
Mull and Skye, parts of main-
land Argyll and Lochaber, 
and Wester Ross, the project 
encourages community 
groups, farmers, crofters and 
other landowners to manage 
land and livestock to reduce 
the impact of foraging sea 
eagles whilst improving the 
birds’ nesting, roosting and 
feeding areas.

Entrants can participate 
for up to three years and 

the initiative – which is also 
geared to boosting revenue 
from tourism - will be open 
for applications until autumn 
2013.

Scottish Natural Heritage, 
National Farmers Union 
Scotland (NFUS), RSPB 
Scotland and the Scottish 
Crofting Federation (SCF) 
help manage the project.

Staff in local SNH of-

explain how people can get 
involved. Scheme manager 
Ross Lilley said: ‘We hope 
that many communities will 

their areas.’

Crofters invited to 
join sea eagle scheme

Renewable energy is 
focus of SCF seminar

-
able energy have been invited to a special seminar organised 
by the Scottish Crofting Federation (SCF).

The one-day event will look at opportunities to develop new 
sources of income from croft land and securing long-term 
contracts, with attractive prices now available for supplying 
electricity produced on the croft from wind, water or sun-
light. 

However, the time to take advantage of lucrative ‘Feed in 
Tariffs’ are due to be reviewed in 2013, at which point they 
may be reduced, so the Federation is urging crofters to act 
now if they want to take advantage.

The event will be held at Strathpeffer Community Centre, 
in Ross-shire, on July 2. To attend, or for more information, 
phone the Federation 01599 530005 or email chris@crofting.
org.

Bee disease discovered 
in Perthshire apiary
AN UNTREATABLE hon-
eybee disease has been found 
at an apiary in Perthshire, 
prompting a nationwide 
warning.

The Scottish Government’s 

that the bees infected with 

Foulbrood (AFB) disease 
have been destroyed.

While the disease cannot 
cross to humans and poses 
no risk to the quality and 
safety of honey, it is the most 
widespread and destructive 
of the bee brood diseases.

It affects larvae up to 
three days old, who become 
infected by ingesting spores 
in their food. Infected larvae 
darken and die. Each dead 
larva may contain as many 

as 100million spores. This 
disease only affects the bee 
larvae but is highly infectious 
and deadly to bee brood. 

The affected apiary is 
located near Ballinluig, 
Perthshire. The movement of 
bees and related equipment 
into or out of the affected 
apiary is prohibited.

Scottish Government Bee 
Inspectors will be carrying 
out inspections on apiaries 
in the area in coming days.
Beekeepers are urged 
to check their hives and 
notify any suspicion of 
disease to BeesMailbox@
s c o t l a n d . g s i . g o v . u k .
Beekeepers are also urged 
to register on BeeBase, the 
national bee database, to aid 

UNITED Auctions sold 411 store cattle,154 cows and store 
sheep at Stirling last Wednesday.

Bullocks  averaged 176.6p (+3.1p) and sold to 212p per kg 
for a 318kg Charolais cross from Dyke Farm and £1175 for a 
695kg Simmental cross from Broadstone, with young heifers 
from Ballygroggan selluing to £505. 

Heifers averaged 164.8p (+2.2p) and sold to 187.6p per kg for a 
461kg Blonde cross from Mid Knockglass and £1040 for a 607kg 
British Blue cross from Broadstone. Young heiofers from Bal-
lygroggan sold to £470 and to 179.8p per kilo from Ardchatten.
Cast Cows averaged 122.1p and sold to 154.8p for a Limousin 
cross from Barscarrow and £1195 for a Simmental cross from 
Woodmill Farms.

spring lambs averaging 210.2p per kilo (-16p) and 337 hoggs 
averaging 158.8p (-20p).

Texel lambs from Airntully sold to £120 and 255p per kilo.
Hoggs sold to £94 for Cheviots from Balnacoole with 

Charollais from Putechan selling to £93 while Bluefaced 
Leicester ewes from Longcarse selling to £114.50.

Cattle trade up at Stirling 
as prime sheep prices slip

A STOCKJUDGING com-
petition will be held at Keil 
Farm, Ardgour on Saturday 

July 16 starting at 1pm. 
Refreshments will be avail-

able.

Ardgour stockjudging

DINGWALL and Highland 
Marts Ltd sold 59 prime cattle 
and 53 prime sheep at its sale in 
Dingwall last week.

Prime bullocks averaged 
183.6p (+0.6p) and sold to 190p 
per kilo for a 565kilo Charolais 
cross from Kincraig farm,

Invergordon, to John M 
Munro Ltd and a 605kilo Sim-
mental cross from Viewhill, 

715kilo Simmental cross from 
Viewhill.

Prime heifers averaged 189.5p 
(+9.0p) and sold to 201p per 
kilo for a 505kilo Charolais 
cross from Kincraig Farm, 
to John M Munro Ltd and 
£1,290 for a 645kilo Charolais 
cross from Mountrich Farm, 
Dingwall.

New season lambs averaged 
219p (+6.3p) and sold to 225.6p 
per kilo for cross lambs from 
Wester Moy, Urray, and £96.20 
for a Suffolk crosses from 
Balintore Farm, Fearn, to John 
M Munro Ltd.

Dingwall prime 
stock sale

Market reports
ISLAY   United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: £575(7)  Keppols
CharolaisX: £890  Claggan  £860 
and £845  Ardnave  £840  Claggan  
£835, £830(2), £815(3) and £790(3)  
Ardnave  £785  Claggan  £760, 
£755(4), £685 and £635(3)  Ardnave.
LimousinX: £855  Claggan  £835  
Coillabus (A Carmichael)  £825 
and £755(2)  Claggan £730(2)  
Ardnave  £715(3)  Coillabus(A 
Carmichael)  £710  Ardnave  £700  
Lossit(3), Coillabus(A Carmichael) 
and Ardnave  £695  Claggan  £685  
Coillabus(D Sinclair)(2)  and Ardnave  
£680  Ardnave  £675  Claggan  
£665(2) and £625  Coillabus(A 
Carmichael).
SimmentalX: £635  Coillabus (D 
Sinclair) 
Heifers
Aberdeen Angus X: £515(2)  Keppols
British Blue X: £800 and £615  
Claggan.
CharolaisX: £840(2)  Claggan  £815  
Ardnave  £775(2)  Claggan  £730(2), 
£710, £705(2), £650(4), £645, £625(2), 
£610  Ardnave.
LimousinX: £715(4)  Coillabus 
(A Carmichael) £695  Frederick 
Cresc.  £695  Claggan and Lossit(2)  

£670  Lossit  £665(2)  Coillabus(A 
Carmichael)  £660(2)  Ardnave  £650  
Coillabus (A Carmichael)
SimmentalX: £655  Coillabus (D 
Sinclair)  £650 and £640  Frederick 
Cresc  £635(2) and £610  Coillabus(D 
Sinclair).
Breeding cattle
Cows with calves at foot
£1380, £1300, £1220 and £1120  
Neriby  £1150  Crackaig, Jura  
£1000(2)  Crackaig, Jura  £1000 

Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen Angus X: 190p(7)  Keppols 
CharolaisX: 217p(3), 202p, 201p(4), 
197p(3), 190p(2)  Ardnave Farm.
LimousinX: 190p – Ardnave.
Heifers
Aberdeen Angus X: 181p(2)  Keppols
CharolaisX: 186p  Ardnave
LimousinX: 186p(5)  Coillabus(A 
Carmichael)  181p  Lossit(2) and 
Ardnave  180p(2)  Ardnave.

classes cows, store cattle and sheep 
and the following are prices realised.
Belgian Blue bullocks to £1060 or 
193p per kilo, Dunlossit Farms
Limousin cross bullocks to 186p per 
kilo, Sannaigmore
Cast cows:

Aberdeen Angus £875, Craigens; 
£770, Scarrabus Belgian Blue £850, 
Lossit
Limousin: £1000, Lossit; £800, 
Ballychatrigan & Tallant Simmental: 
£850 and £805, Uiskentuie
Cast bulls to £1100 or 115p, 
Sunderland
Cast cows per Kilo: 
144p, Lossit; 136p, Craigens; 134p, 
Tallant; 130p, Lossit; 129p & 127p, 
Scarrabus;  126p, Uiskentuie; 125p, 
Claggan & Lossit.
Sheep:
Ewes with single lambs: £138, 
Carrabus.
Hoggs: £101, Dunlossit.
Cast ewes: £107, Carrabus

OBAN – Caledonian 
Marts (Stirling) Ltd 
Bullocks: 
0-250kgs £510 Ensay, 224p Drimnin 
Est; 
251-300kgs  £565 Homestead, 214p 
Drimnin Est; 
301-350kgs  £595 Inion, 186p Inion; 
351-400kgs - £595 220 Stoneybridge, 
155p 22 Stoneybridge; 
401-450kgs  £640 Sithean, 145p 
Sithean; 
501-550kgs  £730 Callachally, 154p 

Callachally.
Heifers:
0-250kgs  £620 Ardfenaig, 295p 
Ardfenaig; 
251-300kgs  £580 Ardfenaig, 223p 
Ardfenaig; 
301-350kgs  £575 Homestead, 180p 
Homestead; 
351-400kgs  £900 220 Stoneybridge, 
235p 220 Stoneybridge; 
401-450kgs  £660 220 Stoneybridge, 
159p 220 Stoneybridge; 
451-500kgs  £730 Scallastle, 148p 
Scallastle.
Sheep
Breeding ewes:- 
Blackface ewes with twin lambs £120 
Mannal House; Cheviot ewes with 
twin lambs £104 Vatersay; Blackface 
ewes with single lambs £88 St 
Brendan Road.
Feeding ewes:
Texel- £98 Airds; BFL- £94 Seaview; 
Suffolk- £90 St Brendan Road; 
Mule- £85 Baligrundle; 
Blackface- £67 Fiart and Turnault; 
Cross- £82 Upper Largie and Torosay.
Rams:- 
BFL - £90 Seaview; 
Blackface- £66 Stroneskar; 
Cheviot- £75 Fiart; 
Suffolk- £81 Baligarve; 
Cross- £82 Dunach Estates.

Oban High School was well represented at the Royal Highland Show.  The school’s award winning pipe band, 
the school’s choir, wind band and string group gave a stirring performances on a Scottish theme to large 

crowds who were basking in the sunshine. Morven McKerrall, principal teacher of Music said: ‘The music could 
be heard all over the show ground. Of course it was a big sound with the pipe band and wind band playing so 
everybody was keen to listen.  Our Scottish programme included favourites such as Highland Cathedral and 
Amazing Grace. We performed two concerts to a great reception. It was a great experience. The kids did us 
proud.’ Jean Glen, of Polmont, wrote to The Oban Times to say how good the musicians and choir were. She 
said: ‘It is a testament to their talent and skill that the young people of Oban and Lorn could get up on the 

stage and perform. I wish there were more high schools like this.’  Picture - Roy Summers

Pictures by Kevin McGlynn

Remote control 
bale wrapper

Excellent condition 
Offers when seen

Telephone 
01546 605246

JOHN DEERE 2040 TRACTOR
POWER SYNCHRON MODEL

£3850 for both.

1981 model, great reliable tractor, starts first time, 
Good tyres and hydraulics, regularly maintained and barn stored.

Radio cassette and wiper, ideal for croft or small farm
Comes with Massey Ferguson hydraulic tipping trailer

Tel 07598 712 565 or 07990-752-599
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Flora’s Hair Salon
HAIRDRESSING ASSISTANT

16 Hours

Please apply in writing to Flora MacGregor

19 Combie Street, Oban

PA34 4HN

Tel: 01631 562223

PART OF ARGUS CARE GROUP.
Require the following

Bank Administrator/Receptionist
Previous Experience Preferred 

but not essential
You can contact Arlene Campbell, RGN, Manager 

The Scottish Salmon Company is a leading independent producer of high quality 
Scottish Salmon. We are committed to high standards of animal welfare, sustainable 

operations and promoting a responsible environmental policy.

We are currently recruiting for a Canteen Supervisor to be 
located within our Cairndow premises in Argyll:

Canteen Supervisor (Ref: CS/CW/11)
(Hourly rate of pay £8.00 - £9.00 per hr; 

dependant on experience, based on a 30 hour week)

The ideal candidate must have knowledge and proven experience of working within 
the catering industry with high standards of hygiene in the handling, preparation, 
serving and storage of food, which will include having several years experience. 
You will be enthusiastic, self motivated and will be able to work under pressure 
during busy times. You will have direct responsibility for supervising a small canteen 
and a member of staff, supplying approx 60 people daily. Your duties will include 
the preparation and cooking of fresh meals in a safe and hygienic manner, the 
purchasing and ordering of food, costing, budgeting, menu planning and keeping 
required kitchen records up to date, all aspects of the day to day running operations 
of the department planning, organising efficiently and effectively. We are looking for 
candidates with excellent communication and organisation skills with a pleasant 
attitude are essential. A valid food hygiene certificate is essential and a catering 
qualification would be desirable. 

General hours of work; 8;00am to 2;00pm Monday to Friday, occasional additional 
hours required.

A full, clean driving licence is also essential for this position. 

In return, the Company offers a comprehensive pay and benefits package. 

For an application form and job description, please contact:
HR Department, Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH.  
Tel. No. 01499 600 435 
Email: cairndowhr@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: 5.00pm Friday, 8 July, 2011 
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

Local Service Manager
Argyll & Bute Meals on Wheels

25 hrs per wk, Mon-Fri • Salary £7.14 per hr • Ref: J541
We are looking to appoint a full-time Manager to oversee the day-to-day running of Meals on Wheels, 
coordinating and working with a team of dedicated volunteers. We are looking for a self motivated, 
conscientious, team player who can bring previous experience and skills to this exciting role.

Excellent administrative skills including numeracy, good communication and people skills are essential. 
You will have an excellent telephone manner and be able to problem solve and have the ability to work 
on your own initiative.

For an application pack please contact 02920 739000 or visit www.wrvs.org.uk/jobs

Please return application forms to Admin Support, WRVS Cardiff Gate, Beck Court, Cardiff 
Gate Business Park, Cardiff. CF23 8RP or admin.support@wrvs.org.uk 

Closing date: 5pm, 14th July 2011.

Registered charity no 1015988 & SC038924

Boatyard Operator
Barcaldine Marine, the marine leisure division of The 
Marine Resource Centre Ltd, at Barcaldine on Loch 

Creran, seeks an experienced boatyard operator for its 
expanding leisure marine business.

The successful candidate will have experience of 
yacht lifting/handling activities, as well as experience 

of mast step/unstep.  A positive and enthusiastic 
manner in addition to exceptional interpersonal skills 

will be essential.  You will be required to work in a small 

be required.

This is a full-time position which offers a competitive 
salary, and membership of a pension and death 

this role, please apply in writing by sending a full c.v. to 
Martin Waterhouse, The Marine Resource Centre Ltd, 
Barcaldine, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1SE by 14th July 2011.  

 (South Shian)
Scottish Sea Farms is the UK’s leading producer of 
premium quality Scottish salmon. We are trusted to 
supply Britain’s most demanding retailers and need an 
exceptional IT professional to join our IT Team in Argyll.  
Our IT infrastructure is critical to the on-going success of 
our business and as a result we now need to strengthen 
our IT team.  You will be part of a team delivering support 

along with more common commercial systems.  These are 
exciting times within the IT function as we invest in new 
technology.
It is essential that you have a good all-round knowledge 
of PCs and their operating systems, Windows XP and 

along with good solid experience of LAN topologies and 
protocols.  It would be advantageous to have experience 
in Lotus Notes, SQL Server, Blackberry, Virtualisation 
(VMware or Xen server), Backup Exec, and any exposure 
to ERP systems such Dynamics AX.
To succeed in this role you will need to be able to demon-
strate excellence in delivering customer service to internal 

and procedures.  As a result any exposure to the ITIL 

approach to working and the ability to manage your own 
workload is essential as is the ability to work within project 
teams and on your own.
The role will involve travel to other sites including Orkney 
and Shetland therefore all applicants are required to have 
a full drivers licence. 
Please forward copy of CV along with details of your 
current salary package to Jane McCusker, Human 
Resources on 01786 445521 or email, jane.mccusker@
scottishseafarms.com
Closing Date: Friday 15th July 2011

Tyre Breakdown Fitter
License Required

Experience preffered but not essential
Good rate of pay

Telephone Kerrie on 07876762631

Seasonal until September 
2011 starting as soon as 

possible
30-40 hours per week

Salary between £7 and 
£8 per hour depending on 

experience
Must have food hygiene 

Please forward CV to 
scottglen10@hotmail.com

Tel: 07900954312
required in this private practice for general 
administration, accounts, reception duties 
and typing.
Experience of Microsoft Word and Excel 
essential.
Temporary / part time work may be considered.
Please send your cv to the Principal, Iain 
Campbell at the address below:

Tel: 
Fax: 
Email:

to take charge of a 
newspaper vending booth.

Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
10.30am - 3.30pm during July, 

August and September
Duties will involve selling 

newspapers, cash handling, 
giving out promotional material 

and promoting the area.
Local knowledge of Fort 
William and surrounding 

area and a lively outgoing 
personality are preferred.

Rate of pay £7.00 per hour.

Seasonal
News Stand 

Operators  in 
Fort William

Pauline on 
01631 568000

Administrative Assistant –
required to provide extra support 

The candidate should be computer literate with a working 
knowledge of the Internet, and Windows XP Professional 
or Windows Vista and a have an excellent telephone 
manner. Knowledge of SAGE accounting would be an 
advantage but is not essential.  

Working Hours – Initially 10-15 hours per week – Monday 

required.   

Remuneration – dependent on experience.   

Please forward C.V. to: 

  or  e.mail :  

Tel. 

Closing date: 15 July 2011.
To apply visit our website

Senior Social Care Worker (Permanent)
£28,282 - £31,851 Shellach View Oban Ref: CMF00160
37 hrs per week
Community Services - Children & Families

01546 604742

Council Services Advisor/
Asst Registrar (Temporary)
£15,369 pro rata Mull Ref: CTC00044
25 hrs per week 

01546 604742

Admin Support Worker (Temporary)
£15,639 pro rata Campbeltown Hospital Ref: CMA00929
12 hrs per week 

01546 604713

Clerical Assistant (Temporary)
£14,307 pro rata Campbeltown Ref: CTC00069
17.5 hrs per week 
Temporary Part Time Post Available.

01546 604742

Home Carer (Temporary) x 2 posts
£8.57 an hour Kintyre Ref: CMA00518
2 temporary posts for 6 months
Variable hours

01546 604713

Catering Assistant (Temporary)
£6.96 an hour Campbeltown Grammar Ref: CTF00462
27.5 hrs per week 
Temporary Part Time Post Available.

01546 604742

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs
Fisheries Biologist
Salary from £19-24k, Subject to Experience 

Craig MacIntyre, Manager AFT, Cherry Park, Inveraray, 

Donald McLean 
Contractors

Require a

Opportunity for school leaver.

Donald McLean, Tangytavil Farm, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6QE.
Or e-mail: mcleandonald@btconnect.com

16FT ORKNEY WITH 
TRAILER

£1600 o.n.o.

3 x life jackets, oars, 7.5 engine, vgc.
Tel: 01838 200661 
or 07861 247237

DORY
PILOT

£2,600 o.n.o.

17 ½ foot with 50hp electric start evinrude
2.5 stroke + Yamaha malta 2.5hp 2 stroke aux engine

on galvanised break back road trailer

Tel: 07776 491299

£2950

Pioner 13 with 6HP Yamaha 
4 stroke outboard, loads of 
extras, very good condition,
Green colour, but similar to 

picture.

Telephone: 
07717 336315

PIONER
13

INVADER 22

The Invader is the perfect single handed or family 
sailing cruiser. An ideal first boat for weekends 

away and day trips, at a great price.

More information on 
forbesboatcare.co.uk. T

8hp longshaft 
mariner engine 

and trailer 
included

Good boat
Good price.

Telephone: 
01546 850231

16FT
CLYDECRAFT 
WITH CUDDY

SAILING TIMES
GK24

GIRL KARINA

£6000

Built 1978, good condition for age, fractional rig, 
9HP Volvo Penta inboard, good racing record

Call Oban, 01631 562269

2

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook



Offers in the 
Region of 
£155,000

Swiss Cottage 
Benvoullin Road, Oban

Detached dwelling in a pleasant, elevated 
location close to all town centre amenities.
Views across Oban Bay towards Kerrera from the 

dining room/bedroom 3, study, bathroom and W.C.  

large store.  Electric heating.  Covered car port.
Small timber lean-to shed. 

bellingram.co.uk

14 PROPERTY/MOTORS

TO LET
Ballachulish
Lovely family home
3 Double bedrooms

Large living room with 
multi-fuel stove

Spacious kitchen/diner
Private garden
Semi furnished

£625pcm unfurnished, 
£675pcm furnished

Plus bills

Tel: 07747397502

LONG LET
Argyll, Otter Ferry

3 Bed unfurnished
Cedar Wood Bungalow 

on Loch Fyne
Open plan sitting/dining room with 

wood burning stove
Stunning views

Quiet Area
Tighnabruaich 12 miles

Dunoon 24 miles
Glas.airport 1hr 20min.

Ref. essential
£440 pcm 

Tel: 01700 821220

TO LET
FURNISHED

FLAT
Near Roy Bridge

1 Bedroom, fi ne views, 

£500pcm

plus electric.

Telephone 
07887 900561 or 

07887 900694

West Coast property service

LYNBRUN 
Rowan Road, Oban, Argyll 

For more information http://www.mypropertyforsale.co.uk/property101767.html
Phone 07517402319, email: obangav@gmail.com

An impressive 4 bedroom detached family home in a quiet 
and sought after area, yet still within easy walking distance to 
the town, far-reaching views across to Battle Ship Hill, Oban 
bay, the isle of Kerrera, and beyond to the Sound of Mull.
4 Bedrooms,  Kitchen, Utility room, Dining room/family 
room, Shower room, Family Bathroom,  Large upper level 

performance double glazing, 1/3acre front and rear gardens 
with fruit trees and raised vegetable beds, Large store, 
Large private drive.

Guide price 
£265,000

40 – 42 South Street, Perth, PH2 8PD
Email: ken@culleymcalpine.co.uk

Tel: 01738 626644
Fax: 01738 625511

Offers over 
£130,000

51 Castleacres, Campbeltown, PA28 6SJ 
Spacious semi detached family home located 

distance from town centre.

•  Lounge
•  Fitted kitchen/utility room
•  Four bedrooms
•  Family bathroom & downstairs 

toilet

•  Double glazing
•  Gas Central Heating
•  Mature Gardens
•  Garage
•  Off street parking
•  Many extras

To arrange a viewing please telephone 
01586 553025 or 0776 123 8450.

7/9 Grange Place, Kilmarnock, KA1 2BH
Tel 01563 522137   Fax 01563 571382

Offers over 
£75,000

7 AN CREAGAN PLACE, PORT CHARLOTTE, 
ISLE OF ISLAY
Ideal opportunity to purchase this SELDOM 
available and attractively priced SEMI 
DETACHED VILLA enjoying a slightly elevated 
setting within the village of Port Charlotte
The property in need of modernisation offers bright spacious accommodation of 
reception hall, large lounge to the front, dining room located to the rear providing 
access to the kitchen.  From the rear hall there is access to the rear gardens 

all with wardrobes and a bathroom with 3 piece suite and electric shower.

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCYC & D Mactaggart

Fixed price £165,000 

Shanahoe, Fort Argyll, Campbeltown
garden situated within the quiet residential 

• Dining Room

• Kitchen

• Three Bedrooms
• Bathroom

Castlehill, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6AR
Telephone (01586) 552317  Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8JN
Telephone (01546) 602581

E-mail: mail@cdm-law.co.uk

West Coast property service

6 PIER VIEW 
Semi-Detached Bungalow, 
Scarinish, Isle of Tiree

Contact: Derek & Ishbel Campbell
Telephone: 01879 220043 

www.houseweb.com
Property No: 60369

Offers around 
£125,000

Features: Amenities:

Near Shops

Cable/Satellite TV

TO LET NEAR KILBERRY
Farmhouse

Apply to N & I Duncan 
Telephone 01880 820583

Email: baravalla@ambamail.com

TO LET
01397 702433
bidwells.co.uk

To Let - Near Spean Bridge & Fort William

5 flats available from 1, 2 & 3 bedroom in an 
idyllic location.

Would suit Professional couples and families.

For information please contact Angus Kelly
email: angus.kelly@bidwells.co.uk

WANTED
Want to let your holiday property?

Call today for your 
FREE owners pack

0800 915 4750
www.SykesOwners.co.uk

Achieve as many as 
47 bookings a year

FREE property 
inspection & letting 
consultation

EXPERT photos 
& advertising

R & A L Financial - Mortgage & Insurance Brokers
What we offer - Mortgage, Remortgage, First Time Buyer Mortgage, 

Equity Release, Self Build Mortgages, Commercial Loans, Secured Loans, 
Unsecured Loans, Life Insurance, General Insurance and Full Financial Reviews.

FOR SALE
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY
NORTH PIER, OBAN
The ‘White Building’, North Pier, Oban, is being offered for sale.

This prominently located building would be most suitable for renovation or 
new build of a retail, restaurant, café and/or tourist orientated development.

Offers Over £550,000 are invited

Closing date for offers is Friday 5th August 2011

For further information: Estates Office, Argyll and Bute Council, 
Blairvadach Helensburgh G84 8ND. Tel: 01436-658957

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
11 Renault Clio Extreme 1.2, 3dr, Grey, Delivery Mileage ................£9,950
10 Renault Scenic Dyn, Tomtom, DCi, 106 black, 4,300 miles .......£14,650
59 Renault Scenic Dyn Dci 105, Blue, 20,000 miles ......................£12,500
59 Peugeot 207s SWHDI Estate, Silver, 14,000 miles .......................£9,995
59 Renault Clio Exp. Dci Sport Tourer, Silver, 15,000 miles ............£10,795
59 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.5 DCI, 5Dr, Silver, 20,000 miles...................£9,500
09 Renault Koleos Dyn Dci 4WD, black, 13,000 miles ...................£14,995
09 Ford C-Max Style. 1.6, 5Dr, Blue, 15,000 Miles ....................................... £8,500
08 Renault Clio Ext, 3Dr HB, White, 13,500 miles ...........................£6,250
08 Renault Clio Freeway, 3Dr HB, Blue, 8300 miles .........................£5,950
57 Renault Kangoo Exp, DCi, Green, 35,000 miles ...........................£6500
55 Renault Laguna Dyn, 2.0, Red, 38500 miles ...............................£4,950
54 Renault Kangoo, 1.6 Auto, Green, 50,000 miles..........................£4,250
54 Rover 45 1.8 auto, grey, 31,000 miles .........................................£3,350
04 Ford Focus Flight, 1.6, 5Dr, Grey, 70,000 miles ...........................£3,250

COMMERCIALS

09 Renault Kangoo, new shape, white .............................. £6750+vat
57 Renault Kangoo, ML19DCi-70 ..................................... £5500+vat
57 Renault Traffic SL27+, DCI 115, Silver ...................... £8,000 + vat
54 Ford Transit, 2.0 Diesel, SWB HR, 49,000 miles ........ £4,000 + vat
54 Ford transit Connect L200 TD, 55,000 miles, White .. £3,850 + vat
54 Renault Traffic, diesel ................................................... £3000+vat
06 Renault Kangoo, 1.5 DCI, 58,000 miles .................... £3,500 + vat

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2000 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Lochgilphead

SUBARU 
S & S Services

880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services

880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

UNFURNISHED HOUSE TO LET, 
ARDRISHAIG

Available from end of October 2011 
Great views over Loch Gilp

• 3 bedrooms • Large kitchen 
• 1 bathroom off  porch • Double Glazing 

• Open fi re • Off  road parking

£475 p.c.m (plus Council Tax)

Telephone 01546 603577

COMMERCIAL

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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POLLUTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2000

In accordance with Paragraph 4 of Schedule 7 to the Pollution Prevention and 
Control (Scotland) Regulations, notice is hereby given that The Scottish Salmon 
Company Limited has applied to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) to vary (change) their permit under Regulation 13 of the regulations. 
This is in respect of activities being carried out namely the processing of Atlantic 
Salmon into food products in an installation at the Cairndow Fish Processing 
Plant.
The change in the operation proposed by the application is:

• An increase in the volume of waste water discharged to Loch Fyne
• An increase in the volume of ice production

from the installation on the environment and on human health.

Graesser House, Fodderty Way, Dingwall, IV15 9XB from Monday to Friday 
between 9.30am and 4.30pm or by prior arrangement at the SEPA Lochgilphead 

The application contains a description of the proposed change and any impact 
it may have on:

• the extent of the site;
• the activities carried out;
• the installation and any directly associated activities;
• the raw and auxiliary materials, substances and energy to be used, or 

generated;

installation;

installation;
• the proposed measures to be taken to monitor emissions;
• the measures to be taken to minimise waste and recover wastes gener-

ated;

is caused;
• other information which the applicant may wish SEPA to take into account.

All guidance relevant to the determination of the proposed Variation which has 
been given to the operator is made available either on the public register or on 
SEPA’s Website www.SEPA.org.uk
Written representation concerning this application may be made to SEPA at the 
above address, or via the following email address: registrydingwall@sepa.org.uk

in determining the application. Any such representations made by any person 

included in the register indicating that representations have been made that 

June 2011.

Blast at Banavie Quarry-
12 noon on 

Friday 8 July 2011

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/01620/FUL

11/02003/FUL

11/02029/MSC

11/02115/FUL

11/02117/PIP

11/02118/PIP

11/02119/FUL

11/02245/FUL

11/02247/PIP

Development Address

Land at 
Cameron Square
Fort William

Ard Na Faire
Mallaig
PH41 4RG

Land 120m North East Of
Aldersyde
Gairlochy
Spean Bridge

Boatman’s Cottage
Isle of Muck
Mallaig
PH41 2RP

Land 27m North West of 
Carn Deargh
Isle of Muck
Mallaig

Land 145m North West of
Boatmans Cottage
Isle of Muck
Mallaig

Land 80m N of Muck 
Primary School
Isle of Muck
Mallaig

30m South East of Low 
Cottage
Acharacle

HGV Maintenance 
Workshop
Spean Bridge

Proposal Description

Renewal of temporary 
consent 09/00096/FULLO 
for weekly (Thursday) 
Market, including hot food 
retailing

Installation of dormer 
windows

Erection of house, garage 
and store

Demolition of existing 
house and erection of 2 
semi-detached houses 
(Plot 4)

Erection of house (Plot 1)

Erection of house (Plot 3)

Erection of house (Plot 2)

Change of use from byre to 
house with new extension

Erection of 9 houses 
(renewal of 08/00031/
OUTLO)

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected 
and time period for 
comments

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Acharacle Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning & 
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Proposed Let of a Croft/Part 
of a Croft
The Colonsay Community 
Development Company is 
applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent to 
let the tenancy of the croft 
at Croft 2, Uragaig, Isle of 
Colonsay, Argyll to Philip 
Jones  of 4 Wood Street, 
Steeton, Keighly, West 
Yorkshire, BD20 6PX.
If you are a crofter, 
shareholder or owner of a 
croft in the township, or if 
the Commission consider 
that you have a direct interest 
in this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW (e-mail 
info@crofterscommission.
org.uk) within 28 days from 
the date of publication of the 
advert.
Please note that any comments 
you provide are part of an 
open process and will be 
made available to interested 
parties.  Your comments 
would also be released under 
a Freedom of Information 
enquiry.  Frivolous, vexatious 
or unreasonable comments 
cannot be accepted.

Proposed Division of a Croft Tenancy
John Allan MacKintosh is applying to divide the croft at 
49,50,52 Banavie into two parts.
The purpose of the application is to assign a new croft 
extending to 4.095 hectares to John Morrison of Tolsta, 
Camaghael, Fort William.
The application includes the division of the croft 
grazing rights in the Corpach, Banavie, Camaghael and 
Lochyside Common Grazings.
If you are a crofter, shareholder or owner of a croft in 
the township or if the Commission consider that you 
have a direct interest in this application, you may submit 
comments on the proposal in writing or other permanent 
form to the Crofters Commission, Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW (email: info@
crofterscommission.org.uk) by 28 July, 2011.
Please note that any comments that you provide are 
part of an open process and will be made available 
to interested parties.  Your comments would also be 
released under a Freedom of Information enquiry. 
Frivolous, vexatious or unreasonable comments cannot 
be accepted.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Scout leader bows out 
after lifetime of service

A SCOUT leader from Oban, who 
has been involved with the move-
ment for 54 years, was joined by 
Scouts and leaders from across 
Argyll last week at his retirement 
party in Oban Scout Hall.

Jeff Anderson joined the cubs 
in Oban in 1957 and became as-
sistant Scout leader in 1968.

After a break from the troop, he 
returned as leader 20 years ago 
and became Group Scout Leader 
and assistant district commis-
sioner for Scouts, a role he is 
keeping on.

‘I joined the cubs in the year of 
the 50th anniversary of the Scout 
movement but I never thought 
I would still be involved in the 
centenary year in 2007,’ said the 
62-year-old. ‘I have been a cub Jeff  Anderson with the Oban Scouts and cubs. 15_t26jeff 01

and a Scout in this hall but it is 

camping and the more physical 
stuff. Scouting has changed a 
lot too; it is more IT based, so 
we need younger people to get 
involved.’

Oban High School technician 
Jeff and his wife, Maggie, head 
teacher at Easdale Primary 
School, plan to retire next year 
and take a driving trip to the Sa-
hara. ‘That’s practical Scouting,’ 
Jeff added.

Oban Scout leader Erica Smith 
said: ‘We are devastated he is 
leaving but he is not to be a 
stranger here.’

Scout leader Jim Bakos-Hodge 
also left the troop last week after 
being involved for the past eight 
years. 

Anyone interested in helping 
becoming a Scout leader, contact 
Erica on 01631 570731.

REPORT
by EUAN PATERSON

epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Jeff  fi rst joined the cubs 
more than 50 years ago

Park  
primary 
athletes 
on top 
form at 
sports 
day

Oban’s Park Primary School 
held a successful sports day 

last week, culminating in the 
school winning the inter-school 

obstacle race against St 
Columba’s and Rockfi eld.
Park primary seven pupil 
Ben Coates won the boys’ 

championship for the second 
year running ahead of Lomond 

MacPherson and Matthew 
MacCallum and Rebecca Miller 

won the girls championship, 
with Beth Menzies runner-up 

and Niamh Rowan in third. 
Lismore was the winning clan 
overall and also won the clan 

relay. Ben Coates and Rebecca 
Miller are pictured with their 

trophies. 07_t26park02

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010 
ALGAL FARM: PORT NA CROISE, LOCH SCRIDAIN
Notice is hereby given that Celtic Sea Ltd has applied to the Scottish Ministers 
of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in 

respect of installation of an algal farm at:

Description Latitude  Longitude
Location Co-ordinates  Co-ordinate

Loch Scridain 56 21.847’N   006 08.546’W
  56 21.661’N   006 08.410’W
  56 21.403’N   006 09.521’W
(WGS84) 56 21.597’N  006 09.677’W

Plans showing the position of the works may be inspected at Bunessan Post 

should be made in writing to Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, 
Marine Laboratory 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen AB11 9DB within 28 days of 
the date of this notice or by e-mail: MS.MarineLicensing@scotland.gsi.gov.uk 
quoting reference FKB/M16

Celtic Sea Ltd, Loch Melfort, Arduaine, PA34 4XQ

PLANNING
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
The applications listed below together with all other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on 
to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk  Written comments for the following list of applications should be made 
to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/00671/PP Erection of extension and replacement conservatory. Dun Aluinn
Ballygrant
Isle of Islay
Argyll and Bute
PA45 7QR

Sub Post Office, 
Port Askaig

11/00890/PP Installation of Hydro Electric Scheme (1970kW) Revised 
Scheme to planning consent 10/00813/PP

Inver Estate
Isle of Jura
Argyll
PA60 7XX

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle of Jura

The applications listed below together with all other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at Municipal Building Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  Written comments for the following list of applications should be 
made to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/00822/PP Erection of conservatory Oyster Bay
14 Ponypark
Benderloch
Oban
Argyll and Bute
PA37 1SA

Sub Post Office Ledaig

11/00833/PP Erection of extension to existing garage and 
installation of 2 replacement rooflights

Braes of Ganavan
Ganavan Road
Oban
Argyll and Bute
PA34 5TU

Oban Area Office

11/00847/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic tank 
and formation of new access.

Croft House
Cul A Mhill
Ardtun
Bunessan
Isle of Mull

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of Mull

11/00875/PP Redevelopment of 2 barns, 1 stable building and static 
caravan, erection of dwellinghouse and formation of 
new access

Land North East 
of Altnavullin
Benderloch
Oban
Argyll and Bute
PA37 1QS

Sub Post Office Ledaig

11/00878/PP Erection of conservatory 3 Breadalbane 
Mews
Breadalbane 
Street
Oban
Argyll and Bute
PA34 5PD

Oban Area Office

11/00891/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, formation of vehicular 
access and installation of sewage treatment plant

Site North 
of Blarghour 
Farmhouse
Port Boidheach
Portsonachan
Argyll and Bute
PA33 1BW

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below together with all other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday 
to Friday at Municipal Building Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  Written comments for the following list of applications should be 
made to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/00779/PP Alterations and single storey extension to rear of 
building.

Oban Sheriff 
Court
Albany Street
Oban
Argyll and Bute
PA34 4AL

Oban Area Office

11/00990/LIB Installation of 1.2m satellite dish 7-9 Stevenson 
Street
Oban
Argyll and Bute
PA34 5NA

Oban Area Office

11/01019/LIB Removal of Condition 4 relative to Listed Building 
Consent 10/01817/LIB (Demolition not to commence 
until contract let for re-development).

Argyll Hotel
Corran Esplanade
Oban
Argyll and Bute
PA34 5PZ

Oban Area Office

The applications listed below together with all other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to 
the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.  Written comments for the following list of applications should be made 
to the above address within 21 days of this advert.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

11/00634/PP Erection of a dwelling house, installation of septic 
tank and formation of access

Ardnave Farm
Gruinart
Isle of Islay
Argyll and Bute
PA44 7PP

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST.  
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.  
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
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£6950 o.n.o.

3-door M Sport 2004 ‘54’ 
facelift version, manual, 65k 

mls, FSH, tax MOT Sept, 
leather int, elec seats, cruise, 

CD, excl condition.

Telephone: 07881 
502222 LOCHGILPHEAD 

or 01546 600261

BMW 330Ci
COUPE

WANTED
All types of light 
commercials and 

4 x 4’s, Ford, 
Mercedes, Toyota 

etc.  Finance 
settled, company 

clearances
welcome, high 

miles, non runners 
considered,
cash buyer.
Telephone 

07734304924

WANTED
All 4x4s 

Old or New 
Toyota Hilux
Land cruiser

All pickups single or 
double cabs

Any Condition 
Runner or not
High miles no 

problem
Tel: 07703490572 

Ask for Robert

FIAT SEDICI 1.9 
MULTIJET DYNAMIC

4x 4 turbodiesel 
Reg: September 2007( 57 )

Colour: Bambuco Red metallic
Mileage: 19600

Tel: 01852 300342

£2500 o.n.o.

1983 model
2 wheel drive

Telephone: 
07917888133

JCB 3CX DUCATI 900 
SUPER SPORT

£3,500 ono

51 plate, 13,000 miles, full Ducati service history, dry use only, 
many extras including Micron cans

Tel: 07747841718

£3600 o.n.o.

Diesel f reg 6 berth motorhome 
2 month tax 2 month mot 

excellent driver good mechanical 
hot/cold water shower cassette toilet 

blow heating good
reliable old van.

Telephone: 
07919516401

FIAT 
DUCATO

£1495 o.n.o.

9ft x 5ft x 6ft tall
Twin axle

Ramp rear door
Good Condition.

Telephone: 
07780 852263

TOW A VAN
BOX TRAILER

SAMPLE

£850 o.n.o.

4 berth
Good caravan, 

ready for holidays.

Telephone: 
01583 441245 or 

01546 510225

ELDDIS WISP 450 
SUPREME

2 berth
Complete with awning

Just been serviced
Ready to go

Lots of extras.

Telephone: 
01546 605246

COMPASS 
RALLYE GTE

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 
SXI

£1200 o.n.o.

51 plate, 141,000 miles
Tax and MOT to September 2011

Good condition

Tel: 01546 603566 evenings

£1100 o.n.o.

2005 36000 miles 5 month 
tax and MOT 17inch alloys 

with nearly new tyres.

for further details 
telephone

01700 811 537 
(after 5pm)

BLUE MG ZR 
1.4

£3300 o.n.o.

2005
47000 miles 

FSH
MOT, taxed 6 months.

Telephone: 
07824364224

CORSA SRI

2.5 diesel, 2 berth caravanette
Tradesman conversion

On board water
Cooker / hob

12 volt lights + 240 hook up
12 months MOT

72,000 miles
Good condition for year

Ideal for weekends, holidays etc.

Telephone for more details 
07799 164311

FORD TRANSIT
W REG (2000)

£2750 o.n.o.

52 reg, taxed December, 
MOT September, 79,000 

miles, VGC, be prepared this 
winter, lightweight, practical 

4x4, 16 valve petrol.

Telephone: 
01631 720311

RENAULT KANGOO 
TREKKA 4X4

£1500 o.n.o.

2002 year
Metalic blue
1 years Mot

good condition.

Telephone: 
07500 786612

RENAULT 
CLIO 1.2 

£3200 o.n.o.

May 03, 5 door hatchback, 
Silver, (Petrol), in good 

condition, 74,000 miles, 
6 months tax & 1 year MOT, 

F.S.H.

Telephone: 
P. MacLeod 

01855 811392

AUDI A3, 
1.8SE

£1500

W reg Silver Full Service History 
Timing Belt Changed Climate Control 
Twin Sunroof CD Player Alloys ABS 

Elec Pack New Propshaft & Clutch Good 
Tyres and Brakes Great Car.

Telephone: 
07407 361445

RENAULT SCENIC 
RX4 4X4 MPV

£1200

32 ft x 12 ft.

Telephone: 
07721 727690

STATIC 
CARAVAN

Happy 50th 
Birthday

Morag
Kerr

Lots of Love
John, John, 

Amanda, Jamie, 
Jordan and 

Ashleigh xxxxxx

Grace and Iain MacColl, Inverlochy, 
would like to thank everyone who attended their daughter 
Fiona’s wedding to Frank Craig McCormick on 25th June 

2011 and made it such a memorable occasion. Special 
thanks to Rev MacQuarrie for a lovely service, Fay and all 
staff  at Caol Community Centre for excellent meal and 
organising the hall, Charlene for wedding cake, Fay for 

painstakingly making the favours, MacDonald Brothers for 
all the absolutely beautiful fl owers and the band – Dodgy 

Ground who gave us a great selection of music to dance the 
night away. Th anks to all others who helped in 

so many other ways.

Love from all 
the family xxx

Happy 18th 
Jill

To Jane and Sam Leddy
Congratulations on 

your 50th 
Wedding Anniversary

Lots of Love
Susan and Derek, Corrie 

and Breagha x

“The Lord Jesus 
says, “And ye will 

not come to me, that 
ye might have life.”
God saves no man 

against his will.

www.WordsbytheWayside.co.uk

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute 
or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled 
in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure 
(however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the 
advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-
insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, 

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

to input your details and not only will your 
ad appear online but will  also appear 

in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM ................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION ................................................................................................................................
 ........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE .................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
DISC PLAYER Cambridge 
compact disc player cd5 ex 
condition hardly used,  £30 
Telephone 01631 565241.
DISC PLAYER Cambridge 
compact disc player CD5 ex 
cond hardly used  £35 Telephone 
07561 341825 ².
HI-FI SEPARATES SYSTEM 
Technics FM/MW/LW stereo 

33/45 rpm turntable, with 
Videoton Minimax 2 speakers 
(Ballachulish),  £35 Telephone 
01855 811879.
PA AMPLIFIER, MODEL TA 312 
Output 50watts c/w 2 outdoor 
horn speakers, 1 microphone 
with stand and operating manual. 
Ideal for outdoor events.  £49.99 
Telephone 01546 886300.
PIONEER TUNER digital 
synthesizer, ex condition,  £20 
Telephone 01631 565241.
PIONEER TUNER Pioneer 
digital synthesizer tuner f55il ex 
cond,   £25 Telephone 07561 
341825 ².
SPEAKERS wharfdale valdus 
400 speakers, 150w, black 
casing, great sound, good 
condition 80h x 27d x 25w 
(c1990),  £40 Telephone 01546 
605330.
TELEVISION Sanyo 24” screen 
silver needs digibox,  £15 
Telephone 07879 685771.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY BATH SET Matching baby 
bath, big changing box and top & 
tail. White with yellow trim,  £10 
Telephone 07880 876634.
BASE UNIT FOR MAXI COSI 

just lifts in and out, no need to 

07789 228628².
CHICCO HIGH CHAIR Unisex 
design, good condition,   £30 
Telephone 07789 2286280².
EGG TEMPERATURE GUIDE 
for baby’s room,   £10 Telephone 
07789 228628².
HAMAX INFANT BIKE SEAT 
with helmet. Suitable from 
around 9 months until they are 
too big to carry (unless you are 
a cycle champ!) In Oban,   £49 
Telephone 07919 651181.
MAXI COSI BABY SEAT Blue, 

chassis for use with pram, base 
for car available separately,   £40 
Telephone 07789 228628.
MOTHERCARE BABY CAR 
SEAT 0-9 Mnths, Light blue and 
yellow cover,   £15 Telephone 
07880 876634.
TOMME TIPPEE CLOSER 
TO NATURE Bottle and food 
warmer,   £8 Telephone 07880 
876634.
TOMY BABY MONITOR with 
sensor pad for cot/moses 
basket, excellent condition,  £20 
Telephone 07789 228628².
TRAVEL COT still in box,   £15 
Telephone 01546 602275.

 BICYCLES
BICYCLE Halfords Apollo 
MX203 Stunt, front disc brake, 4 
Pegs, 20 inch wheels,  silver and 
red, excellent condition,  £45 
Telephone 01866 822529.
BICYCLE Halfords X-rated 
Stunt, Pegs, 20 inch wheels, 
black, excellent condition,  £45 
Telephone 01866 822529.
BICYCLE boy’s Raleigh 
Streetwolf, in good condition 
(blue) 20 inch wheels and 11 
inch frame, 6 gears, for age 5 - 9 
years (approx),  £18 Telephone 
01586 553423.
BICYCLE boy’s Raleigh Street 
Wolf, in good condition (blue), 20 
inch wheels and 11 inch frame, 
6 gears, for ages 5 - 9 years 
(approx),  £18 Telephone 01586 
553423.
HELMET cycling safety, unused, 
s/m size,   £9.99 Telephone 
01631 720284.
LADIES OZONE FLIGHT 
MOUNTAIN B 24” frame, 14” 
Tensile steel frame, 18 speed 
Indeed gears, twist grip controls, 
front and rear V-Style brakes, 
24” x 1.95” tyres and alloy rims, 
padded MTB saddle, silver and 
metallic blue, small scratches to 
frame due to storage, hence low 
price.  Brand new, never been 
used,   £40 Telephone 01586 
553423.
M-WAVE FRONT AND REAR 

with a rear rack.  Easy to remove, 
great for shopping, touring. Like 
new. Located in Campeltown, 
pictures,   £24.50 Telephone 
01586 551192.

 BUILDING / DIY
FIREPLACE STONE approx 
200 1 size 12” x 5 1/2 - 2 size 12” 

collected.  Donation to charity,  
Telephone 01880 820645.
HI30 BOX PROFILE 1 sheet, 
(green) 3.66m,   £25 Telephone 
01680 300669.
PVC DOOR FRAME including 
glass panel, 93cm x 206cm,   
£80 Telephone 07876 762631².

 CAR ACCESSORIES
BATTERY CHARGER C-TEK 
Tronic T4/SE 12 volt unused,   
£20 Telephone 07561 341825 ².
CAR BATTERY CHARGER c 
-trek tronic 12v ex cond,   £20 
Telephone 01631 565241.
FORD ALLOYS    
16” genuine ford, 5 spoke zetecs 

,  £49.99 Telephone 01586 
550447.
SPRAY GUN ,COMPRESSOR 
earlex model no hv3000 725 watt 
paint spray  gun and compressor 
ex cond,  £30 Telephone 01631 
565241.

torque wrench 42 -210 Newton 
N M metres ex condition,  £20 
Telephone 01631 565241.

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND 
ACCESSORIES

GENTS RAIN JACKET Top 
quality, medium size, blue, cost 
£75, unworn,   £49.99 Telephone 
01583 431203.
HUSH PUPPIES LEATHER 
WEDGES SA pair of black 
slingback sandals with buckle 
fastening, the style is “Faithful”, 
only worn once, heel height 4”,  
£10 Telephone 01866 822128.
KILT JACKET pure wool size 42 
chest as new made by Duncan 
Chisholm Inverness,  £45 
Telephone 07879685771.
KILT JACKETS x 2, tweed, lovat 
green and blue 42” chest, very 
good condition £40 each,  £40 
Telephone 01546 605330.
MATERNITY CLOTHES Jojo 
Maman Bebe Maternity shirt sz 
18, light lilac in colour, cross over 
style, ties at waist, very stylish ,  
£10 Telephone 01866 822128.
MATERNITY CLOTHES Jojo 
Maman Bebe denim skirt. Size 
14, elasticated waist band for 
extra comfort, excellent condition 
,  £10 Telephone 01866 822128.
MATERNITY CLOTHES MODA 
Mothercare. Marvellous Maternity 
Sun Dress size 12. Background 

white. 100% Cotton, excellent 
condition,   £10 Telephone 01866 
822128.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BREADMAKER Panasonic, 
automatic, hardly used,   £39 
Telephone 01631 720284.
KENWOOD SMOOTHIE 
MAKER/JUICER Model SB520, 
‘Smoothie Concert’, unused, 
complete with all instructions and 
recipe book,   £15 Telephone 
01631 562339.
MINI HOB 2 ring oven grill, 
suitable for worktop, new, never 
used, white 57cm(w), 35cm (d), 
38 cm (l),  £49.99 Telephone 
01880 730204 ².
RED AGA LPG Hot water heating 
system, 2 ovens, good condition. 
Offers over £2,500 buyer collects 
,   Telephone 01680 300371.
TWIN TUB WASHING 
MACHINE twin tub, Harris classic 
7.8kg excellent condition,  £49 
Telephone 07549 154938.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COCKER SPANIEL PUPS for 
sale, 3 bitches and 2 dogs, KC 
registered, ready 10th of July,   
Telephone 07717754559 or 
01369 707717.
COLLIE PUPS of good working 
parents, or ideal pet, dogs only, 
ready now,  £150 Telephone 
07810 132909².
JACK RUSSELL PUPPIES 
8 weeks old, wormed, lovely 
markings, one girl ,   Telephone 
01838 200657.
LHASA-APSO PUPPIES one 
girl ready now, near Oban,   
£200 Telephone 01852 314009 
².
SPRINGER SPANIEL PUP,
black and white, only one boy 
left, KC Reg, £350. Telephone 
0779 9022425

 EQUESTRIAN
BAY PONY 12.2, 13 years old, 
done all pony club activities, 
price includes tack,  £1,200 
Telephone 07775 618606.
HIGHLAND PONY Registered 
gelding 3 y.o Approx 14.2hh 

Companion pony or child’s 
gentle hack. Free to good home,   
Telephone 01687 462362 ².
HIGHLAND PONY Registered 
gelding 3 y.o 14hh Dark Dun 
Halter broken Good to handle 
Ready to bring on. Genuine 
all round pony. Isle of Muck,   
Telephone 01687 462362 ².
HIGHLAND PONY Registered 
Brood Mare 8 years old 13.2hh 
blue grey good temperament, 
foals easily. Previously shown 
good to handle, Isle of Muck,  
Telephone 01687 462362 ².
PIEBALD GELDING Joey 
ride and drive, 4yr, 13.2 quiet 
in every way, £700.  Mary, 
brown Jenny donkey in foal, 
£300.  Tich, small Jack donkey, 
18mths £150,  Telephone 07990 
731845 or 01631 564085.

 FIREARMS
AIR RIFLE Theoben Fenmen 

lamp,  £450 ono Telephone 
07900 441543 (Taynuilt) ².

 FURNITURE
BED solid, pine, single, painted 
grey, excellent condition,   £40 
Telephone 01631 720073.
BEDSIDE CABINETS bedside 
cabinets,   £5 Telephone 01546 
602275.
CHAIRS four dining room 
chairs,   £20 Telephone 01631 
566001.
COFFEE TABLES mahogony 
colour, boxed,   £20 Telephone 
01546 602275.
DINING TABLE round glass 
topped chrome dining table and 
four chairs,   £45 Telephone 
01631 720452.
DISPLAY CABINET Beech 
effect. 2 glass doors, 2 
internal shelves, 1 drawer. 
124x84x34cm Sturdy, ideal for 
dinner sets, etc. Good as new.  
£25 Telephone 07787561452.
ERCOL SUITE jubilee 3 seater 
+ 2 armchairs + footstool, wood 
frame and pale green cord 
covers,   £200 Telephone 01546 
605330.
FOLDING GUEST BED Single, 
complete with dust cover. 
Immaculate condition, hardly 
used,   £25 Telephone 07787 
561452.
MEDIA CABINET Oak wood 
effect CD/DVD, holds 216 CDs 
or 96 DVDs. H62, W55, D30cm. 
Argos cat p975 item 875/2374. 
good cond, few marks,  £15 
Telephone 07595 844001.

PINE BED `Blindcraft` Single 
with mattress ,  £40 Telephone 
01855 821271.
PINE TABLE round pine pedestal 
table, vgc,  £25 Telephone 01631 
566429 after 6pm ².
TV CABINET bench cabinet 
(from Next) with two cantilever 

55d x 52h,  £40 Telephone 01546 
605330.
TV VIDEO CABINET Beautiful 
cabinet mahogany, topshelf with 
pull down glass door, bottom 
shelves also has glass door, 
two side doors mahogany,  £40 
Telephone 07879685771.
UNITS grey, on casters, can be 
used as bedside tables or as 
shelves ,  £25 Telephone 01631 
720073.

 GARDEN
PICNIC BENCH wooden, seats 
6, old, heavy and sturdy, buyer 
collects,  £10 Telephone 01631 
565851 or 07833 474902.
YOUNG MUSCOVY DRAKES 
FREE 3 Muscovy drakes needing 
new homes, not for eating! 
Hatched March 11. Friendly 
and used to other animals. 
Grey, grey & white.,  Telephone 
01852500700.

 GARDEN MACHINERY
FLYMO GARDEN VAC hardly 
used, ideal for collecting leaves 
etc,  £25 Telephone 01631 
720284.

 HEALTH AND FITNESS
COMPACT CROSS TRAINER 
Roger Black, large console display 
with time, distance, calories, 8 
levels magnetic resistance, hand 
pulse sensors, transportation 
wheels, gross weight 29kg, silver 
and black, only used twice,  £35 
Telephone 01586 553423.
EXERCISE MACHINES Rowing 
machine with sculling action. Also 
leg magic machine with DVD and 
instructions. Good condition,  £20 
Telephone 01838 300201.

 HEATING, FIRES AND 
FIREPLACES

01631 566429 after 6pm ².
OIL RAYBURN NOUVELLE 
green, very good condition heats 
11 radiators cooks and hot water.  
Can be seen working, can email 
pictures, can be taken now, offers,   
Telephone 01681 700589 ².

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

28’ TV old style, new stand and 
freeview box,  £35 Telephone 
01631 566429 after 6pm ².
DVD / CD panasonic S35 dvd/cd 
player,  £25 Telephone 01546 
510210.
SAMSUNG 28” FREEVIEW 
FLATSCREE with remote control, 
built in freeview and virtual 
Dolby surround, model number 
WS-28M204D, older style tv in 
perfect working order, silver,  £40 
Telephone 01586 553423.
TELEVISION 26” Sony Trinitron, 
with remote control and cabinet, 
bargain   ,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 720073.
VIDEO RECORDER Toshiba 
V632 video tape recorder,  £25 
Telephone 01546 510210.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
KING SIZE MATTRESS, 5 FOOT 

Clean condition,  £49 Telephone 
01631 770698.

 HOME OFFICE
COMPUTER DESK Teak with 
CD storage and pull out keyboard 
shelf, this desk is in excellent 
condition,  £35 Telephone 01866 
844074.
COMPUTERS Two Dell desktop, 
160gb HDD, CPU 299mhz, 17” 
VDU, Keyboard,Mouse, OS: 
Windows XP, Dell Tower, price 
per computer,  £150 Telephone 
01866 844074.
HP PRINTER Small reliable 
printer for sale Hewlett Packard, in 
good working order  with original 
installation disk,  £10 Telephone 
01866 844074.
OFFICE CHAIR High back 

good condition,  £25 Telephone 
01866 844074.
OFFICE CHAIR Lower back blue 
material chair good condition,  
£15 Telephone 01866 844074.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

WASHHAND BASIN white wc 
& cyteren, and pedestol, perfect 
condition,  £49.99 Telephone 
01631 563167.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

WHELLIE SUITCASE AND 
OVERNIGHT Edgehill bags- 
correct size for Easy Jet carry on, 

great condition, located in 
Campbeltown,  £17.50 Telephone 
01586 551192.

 LIVESTOCK
PULLETS FOR SALE brown, 
black or pure breeds, ducks, 
geese, feeders, drinkers, hen 
sheds,  £ Telephone 01470 
572213².
SPRINGER SPANIEL PUPS 
Black and White Boy, KC 
Registered, only one left.,  
£350.00 Telephone 007799 
022425.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALENDARS, 
featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

OBAN TIMES WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous views of 
the West Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Ideal for home 

at www.scottishcalendars.co.uk,  
Telephone .

 MARINE
JOHNSTONE OUTBOARD 5hp, 
hardly used,  £450 Telephone 
01631 720452 ².

 MISCELLANEOUS
A0 ARCHITECT DRAWING 
BOARD A0, parallel motion 
sliding rail, good condition. Oban,  
£40 Telephone 07595 844001.
CEILING FANS ceiling fans,  £10 
Telephone 01546 602275.
VARIABLE POWER SUPPLY 12 
volt 30 amp DAIWA PS304 DS 
supply,  £29 Telephone 01631 
720284.

 MOTORCYCLE 
EQUIPMENT

MOTORCYCLE LUGGAGE FOR 
SALE Oxford Humpback tankbag 
and tailpack. Red and as new. 
£25 each or £45 for both.
Phone 01631 564704 evenings,  
£25 Telephone 01631 564704.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

BAGPIPES FOR SALE Ivory 
mounts, Hardy chanter and 
Henderson Drones,  £2500 ono 
Telephone 01631 565052.
DIGITAL PERCUSSION DRUMS 
Yamama DD6, ex cond,  £25 
Telephone 01631 566429 after 
6pm ².
DRUM KIT full 5 piece Tornedo 
drum kit (by Mapex) and 2 sets of 
cymbols, in excellent condition as 
hardly used,  £180 ono Telephone 
01631 770211 or 07768 046793. 
Evenings only.
ELECTRIC GUITAR and 

566429 after 6pm ².

GIBSON EPIPHONE 
ACOUSTIC Guitar Vintage 
sunburst. As new, no marks or 
scratches. Steel strung, round 
sound hole,  £160 Telephone 
01631 720377 ².
PIGGY AMPLIFIER ,  £45 Telephone 
01631 566429 after 6pm ².

 PHOTOGRAPHY
FIJU FINE PIX CAMERA FINE 
PIX F45fd 8.5.mega pixel, 
package includes manual, 
software disc, memory card, 
carry case and strap, as new,  
£25 Telephone 01631 710649.

 POWER TOOLS
ANGLE GRINDER Black and 
Decker,  £15 Telephone 01631 
720284.
CIRCULAR SAW laser guided, 
worx 1500 watt, has seen very 
little use,  £49 Telephone 01631 
720284.
JCB PRESSURE WASHER 
PW1RB, used once, as new,  
£40 Telephone 07561 341825 ².

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

COLOUR COPYING A4/A3, 
single/double sided, reduce/

disk or by email. A4 colour from 
25p. Call Krisp Print,   Telephone 
01586 554975.
ENVELOPES Wide range 
of sizes and colours, sold 
individually or by the box.  
Contact Krisp Print,  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 WANTED
ROOF TILES Marley Marcus, 
any quantity new or used, 
for repair,   Telephone 07703 
490572 ask for Robert.
SCRAP METAL all types of 
scrap metal, we uplift scrap cars, 
call Mr Cook, West Coast Scrap 
Metals.,   Telephone 01499 
500638 or 07787 991636².

PERSONALS

CARS & VEHICLES

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MEMORIALS

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 3 July 2011

Trinity 2
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ......08.00
Sung Eucharist ...........10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist ............ 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 08.00
Evensong ...................... 20.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 3 July 2011

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

CHARITY DONATIONS

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Congratulations to David Callander who recently graduated 
with a bachelor of arts degree from the Open University.  David 

attended his degree ceremony at the Glasgow Royal Concert Hall 
on 28th May 2011 and was accompanied by his parents, Billy and 
Lily Callander and his wife Catherine and their two boys, Fergus 

and Ewan.

CAMPBELL – GOWDIE
Gemma Campbell and Mark Gowdie were married at Muckairn 

Parish Church on May 28, 2011.  The happy couple celebrated 
with family and friends at the Argyllshire Gathering Halls.  

Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban.

LEADBITTER – WHYATT
Karen Leadbitter OBE and Michael Whyatt were married at 

The Isle of Eriskay Hotel on June 25, 2011.  They celebrated their 
marriage at this beautiful venue with a large number of family 
and friends.  Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban.

MILLER – GILMOUR
Jackie Miller and Colin Gilmour were married at the Parish 

Church, Lochgilphead on June 4, 2011.  They celebrated 
their marriage with friends and family at the Argyll Inn, 

Lochgilphead.  Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban.

WEDDINGS

GRADUATION

ENGAGEMENTS

MARRIAGE
MACCOLL -
MCCORMICK- Married at 
The Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Memorial Church on June 
25, 2011, Fiona, daughter of 
Grace and Iain, Inverlochy, to 
Frank Craig McCormick, only 
son of Frank and Marilyn, 
Fort William.

DEATHS
BOYD - Suddenly but 
peacefully at home, John 
Hawkins Boyd, Torosay 
Court, Oban, (formerly 
of Dalriach Court, Oban), 
beloved husband of the late 
Mary, much loved father of 
Douglas, Alistair and David 
and a dear father-in-law and 
grandfather.  Funeral Service 
will take place at The Church 
of Scotland, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban on Thursday, June 
30, 2011 at 7p.m. followed 
by cremation at Cardross 
Crematorium on Friday, 
July 1, 2011 at 1.15p.m.  

gratefully accepted for Argyll 
Beats Cardiovascular Disease 
(known as ABCD).
BURNETT – Suddenly at 
home in Oban, James (Jim), 
father of Claire, son of Chris 
and the late Eddy Burnett 
and brother of Christine 
and Lesley.  Funeral service 
will be held at Greenock 
Crematorium on Thursday, 
July 7, at 12 noon to which all 
family and friends are invited.  

EVANS – Peacefully at 
Riverside Healthcare Centre, 
Selkirk on Friday June 20, 
2011, Isobel Frances Evans, 
(neé Noble) in her 98th year, 
wife of the late William, 
loving and much loved 
mother, grandmother and great 
grandmother. Funeral service 
at Tobermory Parish Church 
on Friday, July 1 at 12.30pm, 
followed by interment in 
Tobermory Top Cemetery at 
1.15pm, to which all friends 
are respectfully invited. 

but donations if desired will 
be received on retiring from 
church for R.N.L.I.
KING – Deirdire, died 
peacefully on June 21, 
2011 at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, aged 84 
(of Blarchasgaig, Appin). 
Beloved wife of Michael, 
sister of James and the late 
Gay and Patrick. Funeral took 
place at Appin Parish Church 
on Tuesday June 28 at 10am.
PATERSON - Suddenly at 
his home, Ardpatrick Place, 
Lochgilphead, Douglas 
Paterson, aged 46 years.  
(Formerly of Strone Farm, 
Minard.) Youngest son of 
Dora and the late Joe.  A dear 
brother, brother-in-law, uncle 
and friend.  Greatly missed 
by all. Funeral service will be 
held in Lochgilphead Parish 
Church on Friday, July 1 
2011, at 1pm, thereafter to 
Kilevin Cemetery, Minard. 

POWELL – On Thursday, 
June 16, 2011, in 
Peterborough, Mary Munro 
Powell, née MacLeod, late of 
Iona, widow of Frank George 
Powell, at the age if 93 years.  
Funeral at St Andrew’s 
United Reformed Church, 
Peterborough on Friday, July 
8 at 11.45am.

ROBERTSON – Suddenly 
on June 23, 2011, Marion (née 
Bunting), beloved wife of 
Iain, loving mother of Stuart 
and the late Hugh and a dearly 
loved sister to Susan.  Funeral 
service was held at Inverkip 
Parish Church on Wednesday, 
June 29, 2011.  Burial will 
take place on the Isle of Tiree.  

Donations if desired to Marie 
Curie Cancer Research.
ROSS - Peacefully at home 
on June 23, 2011 after a short 
illness, Edward (Eddie), age 
83 years, beloved husband 
of Anne, a much loved dad, 
grandpa and great grandpa, 
who will be sadly missed. 
Funeral service on Friday, July 
1 at 1pm in Free Church of  
Scotland, Caol and thereafter 
to Kilmallie Cemetery. Family 

ROWLANDS - Peacefully 

Glasgow on June 23, 2011, 
in her 74th year, Andrewina 
nee Baird (Ina), much loved 
mum of Morgyn and Olwen, 
mother-in-law of Mayumi 
and Gavin, a loving granny 
and great granny, beloved 
sister of Jim and Mary and a 
dear aunty.
SCHUMM – The funeral 
was held on Monday, June 
20, 2011 of Keith at Perth 
Crematorium,  loving 
husband of Freda, devoted 
father of Susan and 
Lesley-Ann and very proud 
grand-dad of Rebecca, 
passed away peacefully at 
home on Sunday, June 12.  
Sorely missed.  
THORBURN - On Friday, 
June 17, 2011 at Raigmore 
Hospital, Gary sadly passed 
away. Much loved son, caring 
brother, dear nephew and 
cousin who will be sorely 
missed.
WATSON – Alexander 
Kilgour (Sandy), New 
Zealand, formerly Scotland. 
Suddenly at home in New 
Zealand on June 9, 2011, 
Sandy aged 50, beloved son, 
brother, husband, partner, 
father and grand father. A 
funeral service for Sandy has 
been held in New Zealand, 
memorial service at Crichton 
Collegiate Church, Pathhead, 
Monday July 4, 2pm. Sadly 
missed by all the family.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BROWN – Elizabeth and 
family would like to thank all 
family, friends, neighbours 
and colleagues for the love 
and their support shown 
following her mums passing.  
Mr Donald MacKinnon for the 
heartfelt service, giving great 
support then and continues 
to do so with the days to 
follow, Catriona and Hamish 
Hoey for their friendly and 
understanding support, 
Soroba House for the warm 
welcome.  A special thank 
you to Home Care girls and 
all my mum’s friends down 
at the centre, you all made 
her day special.  Thank you to 
all who gave so generously, 
a donation of £243.97 was 
raised and donated to Eader 
Glinn Comfort Fund. 
FLANNIGAN – The family 
of the late Isabella Flannigan 
would like to thank all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
their messages of sympathy 
and cards following their 
recent sad loss.  Special 
thanks to staff at Ward B 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, to 
Rev Dugald Cameron for his 

Catriona and staff at Hamish 
Hoey for their caring and 

£390 collected at the church 
was donated to O.L.D.S.
IRONSIDE – Ann. Duncan 
and Kenneth wish to thank 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for the many kind 
expressions of sympathy and 
cards following their recent 
sad loss. Special thanks to all 

staff at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley for their 
dedicated care and attention, 
the Rev Alistair Shaw for 
his comforting service and 
J & W Goudie for funeral 
arrangements.
WALKER - Mairi, Inverlochy. 
Passed away peacefully in 
her sleep at her daughter’s 
home at Longforgan by 
Dundee on June 10, 2011. 
We express our gratitude 
to all the staff at Ninewells 
Hospital, Roxburghe House, 
Motor Neurone nurse and 
the doctors, district nurses at 
Muirhead Medical Practice 
for the tender care they 
afforded Mairi throughout her 
illness. Our heartfelt gratitude 
extends to Mike McFall, 

Crescent, Inverlochy and 
Father Roddy MacAuley 
for being a tower of strength 
during this sad time. We also 
thank everyone who sent 
cards and offered personal 
words of condolence.
- Inserted by her husband 
Sandy and daughters Deirdre 
and Glynis.

MEMORIAMS
BEACHAM - Treasured 
memories of a beloved father 
and grandfather, Clifford 
(Mick), who died July 2, 
2000.
Our family chain is broken
Nothing seems the same
But when God calls us one 
by one
We will link the chain again.
- The Beacham family.
 Also remembering our dear 
friend Christine Smith, died 
July 6, 2004.
- Margaret and John.
BILLIMORE – In loving 
memory of Bali who was 
taken from us on July 1, 
2005.
Sad are the hearts that loved 
you
Silent are the tears that fall
Living our lives without you
Is the hardest part of all.
- Love Sheena and family
BROWN – In loving memory 
of my dear parents and 
grandparents, Lachlan and 
Annie, who died July 2, 1972, 
and July 4, 2002 respectively.
Gone are the days we used to 
share
But in our hearts you are 
always there
Inserted by your loving 
daughter Christina, grand 
children Alison and Ewan.
EDWARDS - In loving 
memory of my dear husband, 
George Edwards, who died 
July 6, 2003, a dear dad and 
grandad.
Forever in our thoughts.
- Mary Anne and family, 
Kinlochleven and Ireland.
HAMILL – In loving 
memory of Frank Hamill 
who passed away on June 30, 
2010.
A page in our book of 
memories
Is slowly turned today
Loved and missed always.
- Margaret, Isobel, Kevin, 
Nicholas and Ryan.
MACBEAN – In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
Catherine MacBean, who 
passed away on July 3, 1998.
Sadly missed,
-Janette and Gillian.
MACPHERSON - (Anna) 
Marie, died June 4, 2010.
Treasured memories of a 
wonderful wife, mum and 
granny
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts.
- husband Allan, sons Allan 
and Robert, daughter Lynda 
and families.
McLENNAN – (Janet Shaw) 
who died suddenly on July 2, 
2009.
We did not see you close your 
eyes
Or hear you’re last faint sigh
We only heard that you were 
gone
Too late to say goodbye 
mum.
- Duncan, Donald, Maureen 
and partners

When the shadows of night at 
falling
And we are sitting alone
There always comes a longing 
Nana
If you could only come home
- Joseph and Martine

Missing you
- John

MORRISON – Treasured 
memories of Bella, our dear 
mum, mum-in-law, gran and 
gaga who passed away on 
July 4, 2009.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Netta, Tommy, Alex, Neil 
and Jodi xx

REID – In loving memory of 
my beloved husband Alasdair 
who passed away on June 27, 
2009.
Always in my thoughts
Forever in my heart.
- Ann
WILSON - Remembering 
our wonderful grandad Robert 
James who passed away June 
28, 2010.
You will always be the 
brightest  star in the sky, Love 
Daniel,Naomi and Ellie x
WILSON - Precious 
memories of a dear husband 
and dad Robert James who 
passed away June 28, 2010.
Greatly missed in many 
ways. Always remembered 
every day. 
- Heather,Wendy and Steve.

MACLEOD – MOYO 
Both families are 

delighted to announce 
the engagement of Claire 

to Pride.  Claire is the 
youngest daughter of Hugh 

and Doreen MacLeod, 
Benderloch.

A couple from southern USA took a trip to Appin’s Castle 
Stalker to tie the knot this month - then took a speedboat 
to their reception. Having been driven to Appin by Argyll 

Wedding Cars and taking a boat to the castle, Meghan 
Moore and Justin Van Den Avyle, both of New Mexico, said 

‘I do,’ before hopping into a speedboat and making for 
Kentallan’s Holly Tree Restaurant, arriving in considerable 

style for their reception. The extravagant wedding was 
organised by Lorna MacAskill of OXOX Design and Events.

She said: ‘The weather was great and the sun shone all day. 
Thankfully, everything went to plan.’ The happy couple are 

pictured settling in to their speedboat, en route to their 
reception at Kentallen’s Holly Tree Restaurant.

Happy couple’s speedy exit!

Fr Donald Mackay will be missed by parishioners at St Columba’s Cathedral as he prepares to move to South Uist. 
15_t26mackay1

Fond farewell to 
Father Mackay
ST COLUMBA’S Cathedral hall was 

farewell to Father Donald Mackay on 
Sunday, as he prepares to leave for a 
new parish. 

young curate 35 years ago, and returned 
to spend the last 10 years as cathedral 
administrator. 

After performances by parishioners 
young and old, Eamonn Arthur led the 
tributes and thanks to Fr Mackay. 

He said: ‘Fr Mackay has spent 10 
years as the cathedral administrator, 

slim curate with a bushy head of hair. 
‘Little did we realise he would be 

coming back 25 years later to look after 
the needs of this parish. He set about 

binding us together. He has supported 
many organisations and charities in the 
parish. 

‘Apart from the spiritual aspect of 
this charge, he has also handled a big-
ger project in the refurbishment of the 
cathedral and the heating system.

‘You will be in the thoughts and 
prayers of all the parishioners for some 
time to come. We thank you for all you 
have done over the years.’

Fr Mackay told of the privilege it had 
been to minister to the needs of the 
community. 

‘Teachers need to be limited to chil-
dren, doctors to concern for the sick, but 
a priest is concerned with all people, at 
times of sadness, joy and celebration. It 
is a real privilege, hopefully bringing a 

sense of the divine to people that you 
meet and you do so very conscious of 
our own weakness and failings. 

‘There have been so many of the 
parishioners who have been available at 
the priest’s beck and call and I wouldn’t 
have been able to function without 
them.

‘Oban is one of the many places you 
are brought back for various meetings 
and celebrations, so there’s no getting 
away from me.’ 

After choir leader Maureen Arthur 
sang a specially arranged prayer for Fr 
Mackay and gifts were presented, all 
present enjoyed afternoon tea. 

Fr Mackay will take up a new parish 
at St Peter’s, Daliburgh, on South Uist, 
from July 1. 

THOUGHT FOR 

THE WEEK
‘HE WHO sits in heaven shall 
laugh.’

It’s a mildly shocking 
statement, especially since it 
refers to the God of the Bible. 
After all, our parents used to say: 
‘It’s rude to laugh at people.’ So 
it is.

‘God is love.’ And we know 
that ‘love is patient and kind; 
love does not envy or boast, it is 
not arrogant or rude.’ So what is 
the explanation?

of speech. But it makes an 
important point. The quote is 
taken from the Second Psalm, 
a song written more than 3,000 
years ago.

It predicts the hostile reception 
God’s Christ would receive. The 
‘powers that be’ would reject 
him.

But some things are downright 
ridiculous and the idea that 
humanity can thwart God’s 
purposes is one of them. So the 
song goes on: ‘He who sits in 
heaven shall laugh.’

None of us can say we never 
do daft things. So it may be 
inappropriate to laugh at others, 
even when they seem ridiculous. 
Some comedians would 
disagree – they say that satire is 
important.

In any case, God is in a 
different class from all of us 
– his wisdom is perfect. And 
when we reject his Christ he 
sees it as futile and foolish. That 
should make us think.

Rev Archie McPhail

Newsdesk 
01631 568000

Church bazaar raises £4,500

St Columba’s Cathedral parishioners held their annual bazaar last weekend, raising an 
impressive £4,500. The popular fundraiser had people queuing at the door to enjoy 
all manner of stalls, afternoon teas, face painting and games. The annual event was 

held earlier in the season than usual, before the departure of Father Mackay to a new 
parish.  Pictured are stall holders preparing for the rush at the bazaar, which was held 

in the Corran Halls on Saturday. 15_t26bazar1 

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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TENNISAS WIMBLEDON fever grips 
the nation it should serve as a re-
minder that our own annual West 
Highland Tennis Championships 
are taking place, in what is the 
40th anniversary of the tourna-
ment.

And if it’s true that life begins at 
40, then we are in for an exciting 
event this year at Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure. 

Since it was revived in 1971, 
when David Lloyd won the men’s 
singles, the tournament has 
had many other players of note, 
including Andy Murray’s mother, 
Judy, Ruth Allen, Marjory Love, 
Malcolm Watt and Colin Flem-
ing, who is competing in this 
year’s Wimbledon doubles.

Eileen Legg, nee Johnston, the 

coming back for this year’s 40th

anniversary dinner and will play 
in the women’s doubles.

The tournament has also had a 

2002 since players from the John 
Newcombe Tennis Ranch in 
Texas included West Highland 

WILLIE Gemmell completed the local double at this year’s West 
Highland Tennis Championships, winning both the singles and 
doubles at the local derby day last Saturday. 

A strong entry has been received for the Open Championship events, 
which begin tomorrow (Friday).

In the men’s event, Jamie Murray’s former coach Alan MacDonald 
and Owen Hadden, who partnered Andy Murray at LTA County 
Week in Eastbourne in 2009, both return, as does defending women’s 
champion Jan Oliphant.

Prizewinners from the 1980 West Highland Tennis Championships, including Judy Murray, standing second from left.

David Lloyd was the fi rst winner of the competition in 1971. 
Tournament organisers Lynda Oxland and Mary MacLean with the signed Andy Murray racket, 
which is being raffl  ed this year. 15_t26murray02

Celebrating 40 years of West Highland 
Tennis Week

Double up for Willie

‘Welcoming’ tournament’s 
story of revival - and rain

Tennis Week on their annual 
events list.

The school brings some of the 
state’s most promising young 
players over to see Wimbledon 
and compete in the Oban event.

But the draw to the tourna-
ment is not necessarily for the 
glory or the prize money, as Mary 
MacLean, in her 25th year as tour-
nament referee, explains: ‘It lets 
local players play against really 
good players, and youngsters get 
to see a high standard of play but 
the tournament has always been a 
good mix of competition and the 
social side of the game.

Welcome
‘Players tell me they feel the 

organisers go out of their way to 
welcome people and in the past 
we have held swimming galas, 
sailing races and a ball alongside 
the tennis and in recent years 
we’ve had a council reception, 
barbecues, quizzes and cham-
pagne and strawberries on the 

But just like Wimbledon, the 
success of each tournament often 

depends on the weather.
‘Last year the players were 

playing in horizontal rain and 
when it is like that the American 
players can’t understand how we 
can play in those conditions,’ said 
Mary.

‘There is also a slight slope on 
some of the courts but people put 
up with those wee idiosyncrasies 
because it is a fun tournament.

‘In the 1970s, when the tourna-
ment was played at Lochavullin, 
the courts were slightly raised 
and I remember one particularly 
wet year.

I remember looking up dur-
ing one match and saw Donnie 
Campbell’s PE class from the 
high school canoeing past on the 

A tennis tournament was previ-
ously held in Oban between the 

records have been found, al-
though some of the trophies have 
been retained.

It was revived after Scot-
tish Lawn Tennis Association 
chairman Bruce McGregor ap-
proached Marnie Clark and Terry 
MacNair, and Oban Tennis Club 
was reconstituted.

Throughout the 1970s and 
1980s as many as 100 players 
– half of the expected entry this 
year – took to the court.

The history of this tournament 
will be a feature of this year’s 
event but members of the public 
are encouraged to come and watch 
the players of the present compete 
for various prizes this weekend in 

the championship events. Alter-
natively, to show your support for 
the championship you can buy a 
ticket for the 40th anniversary raf-

racket or tickets to a Davis Cup 
match in Glasgow. Tickets are 
available from Oban Sports Shop 
and Atlantis Leisure. 

Mary said: ‘This is a great 
opportunity for people to see 
live tennis on their doorstep and 
any visitors are very welcome 
throughout the week.’

For more information visit 
www.westhighlandtennis.co.uk

John Allan Motors (Oban) Ltd
Commercial Vehicle Repairs and Maintenance 

24 Hour On-Call Service

Tel: 01631 563817 - Workshop
Tel: 01631 562275 – 24 Hours

this year’s  Rally of Argyll!

Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, PA34 4PL
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Scottish Hydro
Premier Division
                                  P W D L Pts
Kyles     9  7  2  0  16
Newtonmore           10  6  3  1  15 
Kingussie                10  5  3  2  13 
Fort William           10  6  1  3  13
Kilmallie                10  5  0  5  10 
Glenurquhart          10  4  1  5    9
Oban Camanachd 8  3  1  4    7
Lovat                       10  3  1  6    7
Inveraray  9  3  0  6    6
Glenorchy               10  0  0  10   0

Marine Harvest
North Division One
Kinlochshiel 7  7  0  0  14
Beauly  8  4  2  2  10
Caberfeidh 6  3  1  2   7
Lochcarron 5  2  2  1   6
Skye  9  2  2  5   6 
Inverness  7  1  3  3   5
Lochaber  4  2  0  2   4
Strathglass              10  1  2  6   4

Marine Harvest
South Division One
Bute  7  7  0  0  14
Glasgow MA 7  5  2  0  12
Lochside Rvrs 9  4  2  3  10
Taynuilt  8  4  1  3    9
Ballachulish            10  4  1  5    9
Kyles Athletic 7  3  0  4    6
Kilmory  7  2  1  4    5 
Oban Celtic 8  1  3  4    5
Aberdour  9  1  0  8    2

Marine Harvest
North Division Two
Newtonmore           11 10  0  1  20
Glengarry               10  7   0  3  14
Kingussie                11  6   1  4  13
Fort William 7  5  1   1  11
Lovat  9  5  1   3   9
Glenurquhart          10  4  0   6   8 
Kinlochshiel           10  4  0   6   8
Lochaber                10  3  0   7   6
Skye                10  2  0   8   4
Kilmallie                10  0  3   7   3

Marine Harvest
South Division Two
Strachur                11 10  0  1  20
Tayforth  8  6  1  1  13 
Bute                10  5  2   3  12
ColGlen                11  6  0   5  12
Glasgow MA          12  4  7   6   9 
Ballachulish            10  4  0   6   8
Inveraray  9  3  0   6   6
Aberdour                 11  1  0 10   2

Marine Harvest
North Division Three
Aberdeen U             13 13 0  0  26
Boleskine                 13  9  1  3  19
Beauly                 11  8  1  2  17
Caberfeidh               10  6  0  3  12
Lochcarron              12  5  1  6  11
Lochbroom              11  4  3  5  11
Inverness                 11  3  0  8   6
Ardnamurchan        13  3  0 10  6
Strathglass 9  1  1  7   3
Lewis                 11  0  1 10  1

League tables

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£800

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 

increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the 
entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes 

of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no 
other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 
Office, Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 

delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters 

relating to the competition and no correspondence 
will be entered into. The final decision rests with the 
Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot 

will be shared equally between all winning entries. Any 
decision regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely 
at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the 

competition null and void at any time, subject to its 
discretion and to make full refund of the price of the 
coupon to any person who has entered the competition 
at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 

relatives and any person otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

Results

Fixtures

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this 
coupon is 20, but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  

No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.

Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name___________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

________________________________Tel No.__________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Competition
Spot theSHINTY BALL

Friday, July 1:
Marine Harvest North Division 2 
Newtonmore v Kilmallie,
Innes Wood (7.30pm throw up).
Saturday, July 2:
(All throw-ups 2.30pm unless stated)
Scottish Hydro Camanachd Cup
3rd Round
Bute v Kingussie,
Billy Wotherspoon;
Inveraray v Kyles Athletic,
Ted McDonald (3pm throw up); 
Kilmallie v Lovat, 
Colin MacDonald;
Kinlochshiel v Newtonmore,
Graham Irving.
Scottish Hydro Premier Division 
Glenorchy v Fort William,
Dunkie Kerr;
Oban Camanachd v Glenurquhart, 
Deek Cameron.
Marine Harvest North Division 1 
Caberfeidh v Inverness,
Daniel MacRae;
Lochaber v Strathglass,
Donald MacRae (3pm throw up);
Skye v Lochcarron,
Graham Cameron.  
Marine Harvest South Division 1
Ballachulish v Kyles Athletic,
Dougie Cameron;
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Kilmory,
David Mitchell (3pm throw up); 
Lochside Rovers v Taynuilt,
Iain Kennedy;
Aberdour v Oban Celtic,
Robert Baxter (3pm throw up).
Marine Harvest North Division 2 
Fort William v Skye,
Gus Campbell;
Glenurquhart v Kingussie,
Graeme MacMillan;
Lochaber v Lovat,
Jock Matheson (noon throw up).
Marine Harvest South Division 2
Aberdour v Tayforth,
George O’Rourke (noon throw up); 
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Ballachulish, 
Euan Pearson (noon throw up); 
Inveraray v Bute,
Jim Innes (noon throw up).
Marine Harvest North Division 3
Boleskine v Beauly,
Kevin Cheeseman;
Inverness v Lochbroom,
Ronnie Campbell;
Lewis v Aberdeen University,
John Sloggie;
Lochcarron v Ardnamurchan,
Evan MacRae;
Strathglass v Caberfeidh,
John Angus Gillies. 

Result: Friday 24 June
Marine Harvest North Division 2 
Kingussie 3,Kilmallie 3  
Results Saturday 25 June
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup Final
Oban Camanachd 1, Kyles Athletic 2       
Strathdearn Cup Quarter Final
Fort William 2, Lovat 0  
Skye 3, Newtonmore 4  
Balliemore Cup Semi Final 
Lochaber 3, Bute 3  
Bute won 3 – 2 on Penalties
Scottish Hydro Premier Division 
Glenurquhart 0, Fort William 3
Kilmallie 0, Kingussie 8  
Newtonmore 6, Lovat 2  
Marine Harvest North Division 1
Inverness 0, Beauly 10
Kinlochshiel 2, Skye 0  
Lochcarron 2, Strathglass 1
Marine Harvest North Division 2 
Glengarry 5, Lochaber1  
Marine Harvest North Division 3
Beauly P - P Ardnamurchan

points to Beauly
Inverness 1, Caberfeidh 9  
Lochcarron 4, Lovat 1  
Lochbroom 0, Aberdeen University 7
Strathglass P – P Boleskine

to Beauly.

Kyles search  
for further 
cup success
Semi-final places up for 
grabs in Camanachd Cup

Just champion - the Kyles Athletic team celebrate success in the Celtic Cup. Picture: John MacTavish

An extra-time winner from George McMillan saw the red and black half of Oban lift the under-17 
MacQuiston Cup at Winterton Park on Saturday. The pre-cursor to the Celtic Cup was just as 

competitive and neither Oban Camanachd or Oban Celtic could take the initiative in the regulation 90 
minutes.  Photograph: John MacTavish.

Cup joy for Oban Camanachd U-17s

whistle had blown on Saturday 
afternoon to end KYLES ATH-
LETIC’S 11-year wait for a 
Celtic Cup win, trainer James 
Perlich began fretting about his 
team’s next match.

James exudes the undefeated 
team’s ‘one game at a time’ 
mantra and after captain Dunkie 
Kerr had lifted the trophy follow-
ing the team’s 2-1 victory over 
Oban Camanachd he told The 
Oban Times: ‘I am absolutely 
delighted for the boys but I am 
already worrying about the next 
game against Inveraray in the 
Camanachd Cup.

‘I am gutted that Donald Irvine 
was sent off in the last minute 
because we could really do with 
him for that match.’

Asked if this Kyles team could 
remain undefeated and win 
more trophies this season, James 
replied typically: ‘We are taking 
it game by game until the season 
is over. We will celebrate this 
victory when we get home and 
see folk in the pub because the 
village has been waiting too long 
for a trophy.

‘This team has been together 

trophy and they needed to win 
today to realise that they can 
achieve things.’

ahead on 27 minutes after an 
intricate triangular passing move 
involving Dunkie Kerr and Fra-
ser MacDonald caught the Oban 

game ensued and Kyles passed 
up a handful of good chances, 
although Roddy MacDonald had 
a strong penalty shout after be-
ing bundled over by goalkeeper 
Gavin Stobbart. 

Fraser MacDonald hit what 
proved to be the winner when 
he reacted quickest in the Cama-
nachd box but there were a nervy 

MacMillan free hit had pulled a 
goal back.

INVERARAY manager John 
Smylie watched this weekend’s 
Camanachd Cup opponents, 
Kyles Athletic, record a Celtic 
Cup triumph over Oban Cama-
nachd last Saturday.

But it was the nature of the 
victory that has given the 
Royal Burgh boss some food for 
thought.

‘They didn’t play all that well 
but still managed to win and that 
is the sign of a good team,’ he 
admitted.

is the strongest part of their team, 
so we have a plan to try and nul-
lify that.

‘In the two games we have 
played against them we just 
haven’t turned up but if the boys 
can’t get themselves motivated 
for a Camanachd Cup match 
against Kyles, I don’t know what 
game they’ll be up for. This is 
a competition both sides really 
want to win.’

Andrew McMurdo should be 
the only absentee for the home 
side, although John revealed he is 
planning a couple of changes to 
his recognised starting 12.

Both NEWTONMORE and 
KINLOCHSHIEL warmed 

victories last Saturday.
Newtonmore threw the Premier 

Division title race wide open with 
a 6-2 win against Lovat at the 
Eilan to move to within a point of 
leaders Kyles Athletic.

Kyles lead had seemed unas-
sailable not too long ago, but a 
good run of form has thrust the 
reigning champions right back 
into the mix.

The home side went into half 
time 2-0 up after two goals 
from John MacKenzie. Lovat 
threatened a comeback when 
Fraser Gallagher scored, but a 
quick reply from Ackie MacRae 
resorted the two-goal cushion. 

Glen McIntosh seemed to have 
put the game out of sight in the 
61st minute, but Greg Matheson’s 
goal within 60 seconds gave Lo-

vat hope. However, further goals 
from MacRae sealed the victory 
for Norman MacArthur’s men.

Kinlochshiel’s march towards 
the North Division One title 
and promotion to the Premier 
Division continued with a 2-0 
home win over local rivals Skye 
Camanachd on Saturday.

Johnston Gill’s men have now 
won all seven league games they 
have played this season and have 
a four point lead over second 
placed Beauly, who have played 
a game more.

Finlay MacRae opened the scor-
ing in the derby at Kirkton Park 
ten minutes before half time, and 
Gordy MacDonald made sure of 
the win with a goal in the second 
half.

’Shiel’s attention now turns 
to cup duty when they welcome 
Newtonmore to Balmacara on 
Saturday in the Camanachd cup 

Newtonmore are one of the 
form sides in the Premier Divi-
sion and Kinlochshiel will need 
to play at their best to get through 
to the next round.

The two teams met in the 
Macaulay Cup last month, with 
Newtonmore running out 5-0 
winners, and Gill will be hoping 
having home advantage can help 
his side avoid another defeat.

KILMALLIE manager John-
nie Morrison will be looking 
for a positive response from his 
players against LOVAT at Canal 
Park on Saturday following last 
weekend’s 8-0 home defeat to 
Kingussie.

Hat-tricks for Ronald Ross and 
Barrie Dallas saw the MacTavish 
Cup winners cruise to a comfort-
able victory.

Morrison told The Oban Times:

‘We were just a bit lacklustre. 
They scored a couple of goals 
early on but we managed to drag 
ourselves back into it. The last 20 
minutes were a bit of a disaster 
for us. A few heads went down 
and it seemed like everything 
they hit went in.’

Morrison is hoping his play-
ers bounce back strongly this 
weekend. He said: ‘We’ve been 
down a few times this season 
but each time we’ve come back 

few of them feel like they’ve let 
themselves down, and hopefully 
we’ll get the positive response 
we’re looking for.’

Martin Graham will miss the 
match against Lovat and could be 
out for the season after damaging 
his knee while playing football.

KINGUSSIE return to cup 
duty this Saturday when they 
travel to take on South Division 

BUTE.
Manager Steven Borthwick has 

said his side are concentrating 
their efforts on success in the 
cups this season – a plan which 
has already seen them lift the 
MacTavish Cup. But Bute have a 
100 per cent record in the league 
in 2011 and are sure to put up a 
tough test for Borthwick’s side. 

Kings recorded an unexpect-
edly big win against Kilmallie 
last weekend at Canal Park. The 
visitors found themselves 2-0 
up after just eight minutes. The 
rest of the half was fairly even, 

back into the game in the second 
half and fell apart towards the 
end as Kings ran riot.

Runners-up aim to put defeat behind 
them as they return to league action
OBAN CAMANACHD co-man-
ager Diarmid MacMillan insists 
his team can put their Celtic Cup 

start climbing the Scottish Hydro 
Premier League – starting with 
two points on Saturday.

The Oban side host Glenurqu-
hart and a home win would see 
Camanachd join their league 
rivals on nine points.

‘This Saturday we are down for 
a home match with Glenurquhart 
and we will be putting the Celtic 

Diarmid. ‘We have to focus on 
league duties and this weekend 
we plan to take both points and 
climb the table.’

Diarmid conceded his team 

not to score more than one goal in 
the second half. 

‘I thought we played okay. We 

and unlucky not to score twice in 
the second half. Kenny MacDon-
ald saved a great shot from Scott 
MacMillan and Lorne Dickie put 
one just past goal.

and didn’t really give our defence 
much chance.’

GLENURQUHART face one 
of their biggest games of the 
season this weekend when they 
take on Oban.

Just two points separate the 

two sides in the bottom half of 
the league, and Glenurquhart 
manager Jim Barr thinks either 
side could win the game.

He said: ‘It is a big game. In 
the bottom half all the games 
are going to be important from 
now on. I don’t know much about 
Oban, I haven’t seen them this 
year, but they’ve had some mixed 
results. They seem to be about as 
inconsistent as us.’

Eddie Turnbull will miss the 
match and could be out for the 
season with nerve damage in 
his neck. David McLennan and 
Stuart Reid will also miss the 
game.

Barr’s men were beaten 3-0 by 
Fort William in Drumnadrochit 

league games.
‘We just didn’t have enough up 

front,’ Barr said. ‘We dominated 
the second half but if you don’t hit 
the back of the net you’re not go-
ing to win. 2-0 or 2-1 might have 
been a fair result, but they scored 
in the last minute when we had 
thrown everyone up front.’

FORT WILLIAM will be 
looking to take advantage of 
their rivals being on cup duty this 
weekend, and go into their league 
game with GLENORCHY
knowing a win would move them 
within a point of the top.

Fort will be strong favourites 
going into the match with their 
opponents yet to pick up a point 
this year. Having already been 
knocked out of all the cup com-
petitions, Fort know the only way 

-
less season since 2004 is to win 
the league.

Peter MacIntrye’s side contin-
ued their good recent league form 
with a comfortable 3-0 win away 
to Glenurquhart on Saturday.

Fort made easy work of what 
promised to be a tricky game in 

perfect start when Bryan Simp-
son opened the scoring after just 
four minutes.

Gary Innes made the score 2-0 

and although the home side were 
much improved in the second 
half, Fort were able to weather 
the storm. With Glenurquhart 
throwing players forward in 
search of a goal, they were left 
exposed at the back and Ryan 
Campbell completed the scoring 
in the last minute.

In North Division One, Andrew 
-

ager of LOCHCARRON ended 
with a win as his side came back 
from a goal down to beat bottom 
side Strathglass 2-1 at Battery 
Park on Saturday.

The two sides will do battle 
again this weekend as Lochcar-
ron look to pull further clear of 
the bottom of the league.

Struggling Strathglass opened 
the scoring in the 12th minute 
when Garry Reid’s shot hit the 
back of the net. The home side’s 
attempts to get back into the 
game were thwarted throughout 

the break a goal down.
After half time they made the 

breakthrough, with youngster 
Kieran Murray equalising after 
60 minutes. Iain MacKenzie 
completed the comeback with 15 
minutes left and Lochcarron were 
able to hold on for the win. 

The two points moved Loch-
carron up to fourth place in the 
league.

LOCHABER narrowly missed 
out on the chance to get into the 

were beaten by Bute in the semi 
on penalties.

Spean Bridge saw a nailbiting 
game which Lochaber were 
winning at half time thanks to 
Scott Paterson’s goal in the dying 

equalised in the second half and 
the match went to extra time.

Ryan Toal and Danny Delaney 
looked to have given Lochaber 
the win, but a controversial goal 
got Bute back into it. While 
Lochaber were trying to make a 
substitution, Bute took a quick 
free hit and scored. The visitors 
scored again from a corner to 
send the game to penalties, and 
despite Lochaber keeper Calum 
MacDonald saving nine shots, 
Bute were the winners 3-2.

Lochaber manager Michael 
Delaney said: ‘We were never 
behind which was good, but we 
should have been able to see the 
game out.’

Lochaber take on Strathglass 
in the league this weekend, and 
Delaney is hopeful of getting a 
win.

He said: ‘If we can win on Sat-
urday we can just keep on picking 
away at the teams above us.’

In the south, OBAN CELT-
IC’S Davie Hamilton insists his 

team must take something out of 
their game with bottom-placed 
Aberdour.

Celtic have two games against 

a bearing on relegation come the 
end of the season.

Davie said: ‘We are struggling 

haven’t had a competitive game 
for three weeks but we really 
need two points from this game.

‘They can be quite a stuffy 
team so we cannot take them for 
granted and I think the last time 
we played them we only won 2-1.

‘They seem to be an up and 
coming team with a few estab-
lished players.’

TAYNUILT coach Fraser 
Inglis has challenged the team’s 
fringe players to prove they are 
worth a starting place after losing 

teamers.
The village side will make the 

short trip into Oban to play Loch-
side Rovers this weekend without 
captain Willie Gillies (suspended) 
and top marksman Michael Mac-
Queen (hand injury).

Fraser said: ‘We are looking 
forward to the game but Willie 
and Michael will be a big miss. 
We have got Marc Beaton back 
from injury and Thomas Dalgety 
is available again, so I think we 
have the strength in the squad to 
get a result.

‘A draw would be a good result 
but if we can get the two points 
we are probably safe from relega-
tion and can start looking at how 
far we can go this season.

‘We have to play well because 
Lochside are capable of beating 
anyone in this league.’

LOCHSIDE ROVERS were 
on the wrong end of a 5-1 drub-
bing at the hands of Taynuilt 
earlier this season but co-man-
ager David MacInnes insists this 
Saturday’s game will be much 
more competitive.

‘They beat us well that day,’ he 
admitted. ‘They seemed to be 
more up for it but it should be a 
good game this time round.’

Lochside are likely to be with-
out captain Josh Rippon for the 
rest of the season through work 
commitments but centre Jamie 

David added: ‘We have more or 
less a full squad for Saturday, so 
we’ll have no excuses if we don’t 
perform.’

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive £25 are:

L Lawrie
Bealach-na-Mara, Port Appin

and A MacLullich
Nant Drive, Oban
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BOWLS

Dundee United will 
send first team to 
Keyline Cup

THE annual Keyline Cup 
football tournament organised 
by Oban Saints and sponsored by 
Keyline Builders Merchants will 

and Glencruitten Park, Oban, on 
Saturday, July 9. This will be the 
18th year that the competition 
has taken place.
Taking part are Scottish 

Premier League teams  Dundee 
United, last year’s winners, 
Hearts and St Johnstone, 
Hamilton Accies from SFL 
Division One, Alloa Athletic 
from Division Three and local 
amateur side Oban Saints.
Dundee United manager Peter 

United will again bring their 

competition.
Peter said: ‘This is a great 

tournament, we love coming 
to Oban. The format of the 
competition is ideal. It means 

competitive football on the one 
day and it gives them vital match 
practice before our Europa 
League clash with Polish side 
Slask Wroclaw on July 14.’ 
Alloa Athletic’s new player 

manager Paul Hartley, the former 
Hibs, Hearts, Celtic and Scotland 

debut at the Keyline Cup when 
he turns out to play for the 
Wasps.

TENNIS

Strong entry 
for Round 
Mull Race

Saints organise
pre-season games

FOOTBALL
OBAN Saints senior team will 

friendlies before the league 
campaign starts on August 13.
After the team take part in the 

Keyline Cup Tournament on July 
9 the Oban lads will take on East 
Kilbride, July 16; Fort William, 
July 23; Hamilton, July 30 and 
Greenock on August 6.
All the games will take place 

in Oban.

SAILING

GOLF

GOLF

Angus Ferguson 
Trophy contested
at Taynuilt

FOOTBALL

Dundee United manager 
Peter Houston

Pictured are Oban Saints under-15 youth team, wear-
ing the new strips sponsored by Colin Felgate of the 
Lochnell Arms Hotel, North Connel. The team played 
this season in the under-15 section of the Dumbarton 
Development League. Next season they will move up 
to the under-16s. The team is coached by Jim Lynch, 
Stuart Darling (both in this picture), Jason MacPhail 
and Peter Darling. 

ON THURSDAY, June 23, 
Oban’s entry of A Campbell and 

round of the Scottish mixed pairs 
competition, but unfortunately 
lost after a great game by 20 
shots to 19 to Ardrishaig at 
Lochgilphead. 

The annual West Argyll gents 
championships were held at 
Oban Bowling Club on Saturday. 
Honours were shared  across 
the competing clubs, with Oban 
winning the singles, triples, and 
senior fours, Ardrishaig taking 
the pairs and mixed pairs and 
Lochgilphead the fours.

The winners were:
Singles: A MacGillvray; Pairs: 

D Moore and G Annan; Triples: 
A Forbes, J MacGregor , D 
MacLean; Fours: J Young, T 
MacLachlan, M MacPherson, 
R Martin; Senior Fours: G 
Cruickshank, D Douglas, S 
Carr, M Kelly; Mixed Pairs: F 
MacLachlan and T McCrae.

The MacCalman trophy 
was played for on Oban green 
on Sunday, June 26, with the 
winners of two round robin 

The winners were C 
MacAlpine,  F Smith and M 
Goldie and runners up were 
D MacLean, M Hardie and M 
MacLean.

News from Oban 
Bowling Club

THIRTEEN coaches gathered 
at Oban High School on Sunday 

Scottish Football Association 
Level Two course for coaching 
youth footballers. 

Martin Rae, football develop

Council, put them through their 
paces. He said: ‘They come on the 
course to enhance their knowl

edge of coaching young people, 
and it’s also part of the coaches’ 
own personal development.

Organised
‘It was Oban Saints who organ

ised this course for their coaches 
and they threw it open to the other 
clubs in Argyll and Bute. 

‘We had one coach from Hel
ensburgh and two from Lochgil
phead, so again it shows the good 

partnership working between the 
local clubs.’ 

The second part of the course 
will see each participant leading 
a 30 minute coaching session, 
with feedback from the coaching 
tutors. This session will take 
place on Sunday July 24.

Oban Saints club secretary 
David Buchanan said: ‘It is very 
important for the youngsters 

playing in all the Saints’ teams 
that they are coached to the high
est standards we can provide so it 
is vital we get as many coaches as 
possible through the SFA coach
ing programme.

‘Our next course will probably 
be the Level 3, coaching in the 

Jimmy Jackson goes through a training drill watched by Martin Rae and some of the other coaches.
Inset: The 13 coaches who took part on the SFA Level 2 course. 15_t26coach01/02 

COACHING

Football coaches put through their paces

LEADING scores after round 
two of the George Smith Trophy: 
Neil Carmichael 63, 62 – 125, 
Graham MacColl 59, 66 = 125, 
John MacKinnon 67, 60 = 127, 
Kevin Mackie 66, 62 = 128, 
Robert Johnston 65,64 = 129, 
Michael Fraser 60, 69. 

This Saturday there is a 
Stableford Open at the course.

Smith Trophy held 
at Glencruitten

Action from last year’s Round Mull Race.

Ben Carter and Andrew Pretswell with their awards. 

AFTER a sojourn into the forest 
for last month’s Fearnoch 5k the 
third round of this year’s Atlantis 
Race Series was a 10K road race 
held on Sunday.  

The race started on Corran 
Esplanade and followed a route to 
Ganavan and then a steep climb 
up the cycle path towards Dun
beg.  The runners then retraced 

Atlantis Leisure.  The conditions 
on the day were fair, although the 
runners had to contend with a 
fresh headwind for the last two or 
three kilometres.

Senior Male category was Robert 
Gilroy in a time of 36:41, second 

HORSE riders from around Oban 
and Lorn gathered at Dunstaff
nage Mains Farm for the second 
annual Oban and District Riding 
Club show.

The club’s main fundraiser has 
the added importance of being a 

and stile jumping event in Blair 
Castle in August.

Results: Mountain and Moorland results 

Henderson, Joey.  

– 1 Cathy Sloss, Rosedust Baileys Boy; 2 
Mairi Auld, Appin Robyn; 3 Janice Burnip, 
Twyford Jamis; 4 Helen McGinty, Wiri.

Jane Sturrock, ILPH Follie; 2 Debbie Max
well, Kaydene; 3 Kathryn Henderson, Joey. 

Katie Cameron, Sandy; 2 Rebecca Scott, 

Champion Working Hunter Trophy winner Eilidh 
Betts on Mystic Gem, left, and Reserve Champion 
Jodie Sloss on Barrdene Razzle Dazzle. 15_t24horse01

Champion – Cathy Sloss, Rosedust Baileys 
Boy.

Sloss, Bardene Razzle Dazzle; 2 Julie 

Anastasia Weiner on Trausti and Julie Mc
Cleish on Eclipse.

leMcDonald, Guinness.
Showing results: Class 7: Lead rein pony 

Cameron, Panthanfren Standman.
Class 8: 13.2 and under – 1 Rebecca Scott, 

Fenmwar Brewster; 2 Jodie Sloss, Bardene 
Razzle Dazzle; 3 Aimee Johnston, Asterix.

ILPH Follie; 2 Cloudie Forsyth, Robbie; 3 
Julie Donn, Glenfyne Princess Alarabia; 4 
Michelle McDonald, Guinness.

ister, Woodsbury Joseph; 3 Louise Smellie, 
Bennie; 4 Lynsey Sykes, Bilbo Baggins; 5 
Jemma Rae, Zebedee; 6 Anistasia Weiner, 
I Pad 2.

McLachlan, Capitalist; 2 Julie Donn, Al
sace; 3 Eilidh Betts, Mystic Gem; 4 Amber 
Cameron, Burnbank Millenium; 5 Justine 
Campbell, Samarant Shadow; 6 Navine 
Mahmoud, Soraya.

Showing Champion – Laura MacLach
lann, Capitalist.

Reserve Champion – Julie Donn, Alsace.
Working Hunter Results

Stewart, Safe Home; 2 John Brailsford, 
Monty; 3 Julie Donn, Alsace.

MacAlistair, Woodsbury Joseph; 2 Roanna 
Clark, Local Hero. 

Sturrock, ILPH Follie; 2 Aimee Johnston, 
Asterix.

MacLachlan, Capitalist.

2 Rebecca Scott, Fenmwar Brewster; 3 
Cloudie Forsyth, Robbie.

Champion Working Hunter Trophy 
– Eilidh Betts; Reserve Champion – Jodie 
Sloss – Bardene Razzle Dazzle.

Overall Supreme Champion – Laura 
MacLachlan, Capitalist; Reserve Supreme 
Champion – Eilidh Betts, Mystic Gem.

Showjumping Results

nip, Ali Dante; 2 John Brailsford, Monty; 3 
Roanna Clark, Local Hero.

Class 18: Nursery Novice – 1 Anastasia 
Weiner, Trausti; 2 Rebecca Scott, Fenmwar 
Brewster.

Class 19: Novice 1 – Aimee Johnston; 
2 Rebecca Scott, Fenmwar Brewster; 3 
Lauren MacAlister, Woodsbury Joesph.

Class 20: Intermediate 1 Julie Donn, 
Alsace; 2 Janice Burnip, Ali Dante; 3 
Aimee Johnston, Asterix; 4 Louise Smellie, 
Bennie.

Class 21: Open 1 Lindsay MacDonald, 
Pyzen Du Cap; 2 Julie Donn, Alsace; 3 
Janice Burnip, Ali Dante.

Oban and District Riding Club show

A STRONG entry of yachts is 
expected to line up tomorrow 
(Friday) on the start line at Oban 
for this year’s Round Mull Race.

Race organiser Billy Forteith 
said he was delighted with the 
entry which is expected to top 40 
boats.

Sponsored by Owen Sails and 
Ardfern Yacht Centre with ad
ditional help from North West 
Marine, BP Marine and Foreith 
Food Service, the circumnaviga
tion of the island takes place over 
three legs and a distance of nearly 
100 miles.

Started in 1985 the Round Mull 
Race was an event to celebrate 
the club’s Golden Jubilee with 
an overnight race to Tobermory, 
second leg round to Bunessan 
and a return to Oban for the third 
passage. 

HORSE RIDING

Now boats start on Friday at 
12.30pm, arriving in Tobermory 
for the après sail facilities ashore.

There are classes for fast and 
slow keelboats as well as a white 

yachts.
The variety of classes makes 

for great racing and gives the 
opportunity for those who would 
like to try some offshore sailing 
the chance to race in company.

Prizes are awarded for each leg 
as well as the overall Torran Rock 
Trophy which is presented to the 
monohull regardless of class with 
the best corrected time over all 
three stages.

The Brian Shellcock Memorial 
Trophy is awarded to the mono
hull in restricted sail class with 
the best corrected time and the 
Royal Bank of Scotland trophy 

for the best performance on 
points. Other prizes include The 
Mishnish Bucket and the Bunes
san Hall Trophy presented for the 

legs respectively.
Suppliers to Owen Sails, Di

mension Polyant will once again 

for competitors as well as other 
prizes for the winners.

With some new boats and plenty 
of regular faces the weekend looks 
set to be an outstanding success. 

committee boat Headcorn pro
vided by North West Marine and 
a seafood buffet is being hosted 
by Forteith Food Service in Oban 
Sailing Clubhouse at Dungallan 
tonight (Thursday) at 7.30pm.

OBAN Sailing Club junior 
members Andrew Pretswell and 
Ben Carter were medal winners 
at this year’s Scottish Regional 
Final of the Royal Yachting As
sociation (RYA) Honda Youth 
Challenge.

The time trial event, a national 

boats (RIBs) for junior/youths 
was held at Port Edgar in Edin
burgh, on June 11.

UK Final

Southampton this September.
The eventual winner of the 

national championship will win a 
Honwave T40 RIB for their club.

excellent control and accuracy by 

completing his runs with no time 
penalties.

Toby Sherwin, Oban Sailing 
Club commodore said the club 
was extremely proud of Ben and 
Andrew’s achievements, adding: 
‘We wish Andrew the best of luck 

in September.’
The competition involved a 

slalom around a set of marks, 
stopping at a buoy where the 
youngsters have to turn over a 
life ring and then on to complete 
a reversing manoeuvre.

Scottish Regional Final
medals for Andrew and Ben

SAILING

Runners enjoyed fair conditions for the third round of the Atlantis Race Series. 
15_t26run01

Race series returns to the 
road for the annual Oban 10K

home was Brian O’Donnell in 
39:54 and local man Gregor Mac

First Vet Male was Tim Brand 
in 41:13 followed by Jim Sneddon 
in 42:24 and Eric Walton 46:424 
in third.  Winner of the Super Vet 
Male category was Alastair Hall 
in a time of 42:44.

Winner of the women’s race 

category was Sheila Lawson in 
a time of 48:29.  Finishing just 
behind Sheila in a time of 48:42 
was Eilidh Cole who was second 

Female category.  Second Female 
Senior was Isabella Perriot in 
a time of 49:45 and third Paula 

Laidler in 51:00.
Finishing second behind Sheila 

in the Vet Female category was 
Bridget Halewood in a time of 
56:11 with Karen Wesley third 
in 56:28.  Winner of the Super 
Vet Female category was Elspeth 
MacLean in a time of 57:00.  

Race Series is to have two ad
ditional 5K road races added to 

of July and August.  
Full details of all the 2011 

Atlantis Leisure race series can 
be found on the Atlantis Leisure 
website or at the reception desk.

ATHLETICS

GORDON MacKenzie and John 
Taylor won the annual Highland 
Arts Texas Scramble tournament 
on Sunday with a gross score of 
63, less 5.

Second was David Nathan and 
Geo Adam and third was Mary 
Phillips and John Morgan and Ian 
Wylie.

The longest drive prize went to 
Ian Wylie and the junior award 
was taken by Jason Wylie.

Nearest the pin were Gordon 
MacKenzie and John Morgan.

were provided by Moira and 
Susanne Taylor.

THE ANGUS Ferguson Memo
rial Trophy, organised by Lodge 
St Modan 985, was recently held 
at Taynuilt Golf Club.

First place went to S. Ross, 
second was C. Munro and third 
was A. Campbell.

A TOTAL of 33 boys competed 
for the Oban High School Tennis 
Cup last Thursday, with Gregor 
Brydon coming out on top.  

Nine round robin leagues 
allowed the boys to play at least 
two games each in the early 
stages. 

Two players from each 

knockout stages where the games 
became much closer and more 
competitive. Euan Livingstone, 
Roheel Arshad, Cameron Milne 
and Gregor Brydon made it to 

spectacle between Gregor 
Brydon and Roheel Arshad, 

lifting the trophy after a long 
match!

The girl’s cup is to be played 
this week.

Billy Thomson from The 
Sports Shop donated vouchers 
for pupils who showed a good 
attitude and sportsmanship at the 
competition and a player from 
each of the nine leagues received 
a voucher before the knockout 
stages.

The nine pupils were Antony 
Yau, Ross MacDonald, Ali 
McKerracher, Fraser MacMillan, 
Eoghan Swan, Findlay Sinclair, 
Grant Philips, Calum Leitch and 
Jamie Easton. 

Gregor wins Oban 
High School
Tennis Cup

GOLF

Highland
Arts Texas 
Scramble



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Color Management Off)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 100
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 175
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 175
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 1.30
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 10
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 300
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 175
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50286
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e5c4f5e55663e793a3001901a8fc775355b5090ae4ef653d190014ee553ca901a8fc756e072797f5153d15e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc87a25e55986f793a3001901a904e96fb5b5090f54ef650b390014ee553ca57287db2969b7db28def4e0a767c5e03300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020d654ba740020d45cc2dc002c0020c804c7900020ba54c77c002c0020c778d130b137c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor weergave op een beeldscherm, e-mail en internet. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for on-screen display, e-mail, and the Internet.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /UseName
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing false
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


