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TIMESLINEBilly’s anger over embassy 

HE HAS been given clearance to leave 
India by courts and immigration offi-
cials but stricken seaman Billy Irving 
continues to languish in the country, 
separated from his partner and newborn 
son because of police red tape.

Billy, 34, from Connel, has been stuck 
in India for the past 18 months, despite 
a court clearing him and fellow MV 
Seaman Guard Ohio crew members 
of carrying illegal weapons when they 
entered Indian waters in October 2013 
as part of anti-piracy operations.

And the desperate former soldier’s 
latest blow came when Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) staff at 
the British embassy refused to counter-
sign his son’s birth certificate stating he 
is the father of young William Archie 
- or Uilleam Beag - who was born on 
February 25. 

 Billy, who grew up in Campbeltown, 
has faced a series of disappointments 
since the crew were released from 
custody last June when charges were 
quashed, but the Tamil Nadu police are 
appealing the decision at the Supreme 
Court and have retained passports and 
documents.

Billy, who is being financially support-
ed by friends and family, had recently 
booked a flight home as part of an 
application for an Emergency Travel 
Document, which would allow him to 
leave the country. But Indian police 
refused to issue a No Objection Cer-
tificate (NOC), meaning he was stuck 
in the country and had lost out on the 
expense of the travel document and his 
flight. 

His partner, 26-year-old Yvonne 
MacHugh, has now moved in with her 
own family in Neilston, Glasgow, with 
the couple’s month-old son. She told 
the Oban Times: ‘We had 21 days to 
register the birth but Billy couldn’t get 
anyone at the embassy to sign it. He 
found a lawyer who helped him but he 
has no passport, no money, no proof of 
identity. The embassy staff know all that 
and couldn’t help.

‘It just seems that anything we have 
asked them to do, they have refused to 
do it. Although they are waiting for the 
appeal to be heard, he should be free to 
leave.’ 

The FCO insists it has represented 
Billy, and the five other British nationals 
being held in India, at the highest level.

But Yvonne, who was flown from 
Oban to the Royal Alexandra Hospital 

in Paisley during labour because of 
complications with her birth, said Billy’s 
plight had made her much more cynical.

‘Not much can faze me now,’ she 
admits. ‘I don’t trust people as much, 
which is horrible. 

‘I don’t believe what people say, espe-
cially governments and people who are 
supposed to help. 

‘Most of the time I just think the whole 
situation is laughable - if it wasn’t so 
serious it would be a comedy. It has hit 
Billy like a tonne of bricks and he is just 
wanting to get home to hold his son.’

A court hearing to return the crew-
men’s passports was due to take place 
on Tuesday, however, even if this is 
successful, a NOC certificate would still 
be required to let them leave India.

A FCO spokesman said: ‘We raise the 
case regularly at the highest levels, most 
recently on March 12 when the Foreign 
Secretary (Philip Hammond) raised 
our concerns with the Indian Foreign 
Minister, Sushma Swaraj. 

‘Since the prosecution appealed, we 
have lobbied regularly and at the highest 
levels. The Prime Minister first raised 
the case with the Indian Prime Minister 
during his visit to Delhi in November 
2013. The case has consistently been 
raised at a ministerial level.’
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RESCUE teams searching 
for a missing hillwalker in the 
Tyndrum area discovered a 
man’s body on late Tuesday 
afternoon.

Daniel Bennett (pictured), 
43, from Bishopbriggs, was last 
seen at the Green Welly Stop 
at around midday on Saturday, 
March 21.

He was thought to have gone 
walking in the hills nearby but 
failed to contact friends or 
family.

A Police Scotland statement 
released on Tuesday evening 
said: ‘A large-scale search 
operation involving Police 

Scotland, Killin mountain res-
cue team, Lomond mountain 
rescue team, Tayside mountain 
rescue team, Arrochar moun-
tain rescue team, Search and 
Rescue Dogs association and 

RAF mountain rescue team 
has been ongoing since the 
43-year-old man was reported 
missing on the Tyndrum hills 
on the afternoon of Saturday, 
March 21.

‘The body was recovered in 
the area of Ben Oss late on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

‘Inquiries are ongoing to 
establish the man’s identity 
and Daniel Bennett’s family 
have been informed of this 
development.’

Police Scotland have stressed 
that at any time of the year the 
weather can change rapidly, 
turning what starts out as a 
sunny day’s hillwalking or 
climbing into a dangerous 
expedition.
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Cash can’t keep 
up with demand

THE COUNCIL needs more 
money to run its services.

Steve Barrett, acting head 
of finance at Argyll and Bute 
council, told the policy and 
resources committee last 
week there was more demand 
on council cash than there 
was money available.

Mr Barrett, who has been 
in place for less than six 
weeks, said: ‘We are current-
ly spending over the resource 
available.’ 

But he said money could be 
moved between budgets. 

Council leader Dick Walsh 
added: ‘We will manage the 
process.’

German climbers 
airlifted to safety

Kirk holds talks 
on role of Gaelic

Tommy sees red 
over rugby ban

It’s plain sailing 
for Scout groups

A CONFERENCE held to dis-
cuss the future of Gaelic in 
the Church of Scotland has 
been described as a ‘mile-
stone’ by the Gaelic-speaking 
community.

The event, held in Glasgow 
at the weekend, was organ-
ised after the Rev Dr Angus 
Morrison identifi ed the 
urgent need for the Church 
of Scotland to do more to 
promote the Gaelic language.

TWO YOUNG hill climbers had 
to be airlifted from a mountain 
on Mull.

The 23-year-old man and 
21-year-old woman from Ger-
many contacted the emergency 
services last Friday after getting 
into diffi  culty on Beinn-an-Ao-
inidh, near Pennyghael.

The couple were located that 
evening and airlifted to safety 
by a Coastguard helicopter.

THE ROYAL Navy warship HMS 
Blyth visited Oban for fi ve 
days recently with community 
groups given guided tours of 
the 50-tonne vessel. 

Among those invited to visit 
the Royal Navy ship on March 
14 were the 1st Argyll Oban and 
37th Argyll Ardchattan Scouts 
and the Argyll Explorers from 
Dunoon. 

AN IRATE Oban rugby coach 
is threatening to hand back 
an award he received for 
volunteering earlier this sea-
son after the Scottish Rugby 
Union banned him for nine 
games.

See page fi ve for full story.

‘THE Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office (FCO) 
is still doing nothing, so 
“disgusted” is the politest 
way I can tell you how I feel 
about the UK government 
and the FCO. 

I am desperate to get home 
to hold my wee boy Uilleam 
(William). I have missed the 
whole pregnancy and birth, 
so I need to get home to be 
there for my baby and for 
Yvonne. 

Yvonne has been so strong 
and amazing through this 
whole situation. I am so 

proud of her and she has 
been a rock for me. I am 
just so sorry I had to put her 
through all of this. 

My family have been 
supporting me in every way 
they can and my parents 
Skype every day. Sometimes 
I take my frustration out on 
them, which is unfair, but 
they understand and let me 
moan and get things of my 
chest.

My friends from Camp-
beltown have been amazing 
too, and have done raffles, 
concerts and raised money 

to help support me over 
here and so have the shinty 
teams I have played for - 
Kilmory and Taynuilt.

This just shows the sup-
port and how much small 
communities care and how 
they rally together to help 
anyone who is part of their 
community. 

I am so lucky to have them 
as friends. Everyone has 
given me so much support 
and I can’t thank them 
enough. I know this will 
come to an end but it will 
take time.’

Billy Irving talks to the Oban Times about the anger and the 
anguish as he waits to be reunited with his family and friends

HAPPIER DAYS: 
Yvonne and Billy

WAITING FOR DAD: Yvonne McHugh with Billy’s  baby son, William Archie

For more information 
and a free report visit  
www.nospecs.co.uk
or call us TODAY at
The West Highland 

Orthokeratology Clinic
01631 563170, 11/12 Argyll Square, Oban
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Gold standard for 
families’ service

New timetable for 
Dalmally patients

Police splash the 
Libor cash in Oban 
OBAN mountain rescue team 
(OMRT) is in line for a small 
funding boost from Police 
Scotland. 

The unspecifi ed amount 
will go towards swift water 
rescue training. Deputy team 
leader for OMRT, Ross Lilley, 
thanked Police Scotland for 
its support.

The donation is part of 
£60,000 allocated by Police 
Scotland nationwide to Scot-
tish mountain rescue.

The money was released 
by the UK government from 
fi nes imposed on banks, fol-
lowing the scandal over Libor 
interest rates. 

DALMALLY surgery has con-
fi rmed a new timetable of 
services, following discussions 
with community groups.
On Mondays, Wednesdays 

and Fridays a doctor and nurse 
will be available from 9am to 
5pm, but the surgery will be 
closed between 1pm and 2pm 
for lunch. On Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, a prescribing nurse 
is available from 9am to 1pm.

The surgery is part of Taynuilt 
medical practice, which incor-
porates surgeries in Dalmally, 
Connel and Taynuilt. 

PUPILS from Bunessan 
primary school have made a 
fitting gesture to the brave 
island men who served in 
World War One (WWI).

The upper school class 
chose a sturdy, long wooden 
bench  to sit beside the war 

A VITAL family service has been 
given a gold award by the 
Convention of Scottish Local 
Authorities.

The redesign of Argyll and 
Bute council’s children and 
families service hit gold stand-
ard  in the category ‘securing a 
workforce for the future’.

The service was commended 
for listening to the views of staff  
who provide the service and to 
those of the young people who 
receive it.

The council’s policy lead for 
children and families, council-
lor Mary Jean Devon, said: ‘The 
council is deeply committed to 
ensuring that care is in place for 
our vulnerable children, and 
their involvement and input 
during the redesign of services 
which support them was an 
integral and valuable part of 
the process.’ 

A SURVEY stating that two 
thirds of people in the Highlands 
and islands support wind tur-
bines has been branded ‘futile’ 
by an Argyll-based campaigner.

Scottish Renewables has 
welcomed findings of a recent 
independent YouGov poll, 
which found 71 per cent of the 
respondents backed the contin-
ued development of wind power 
as part of the country’s energy 
mix, compared to 64 per cent in 
February 2013.

People were asked whether 
they supported ‘the continuing 
development of wind power as 
part of a mix of renewable and 
conventional forms of electricity 
generation’.

But anti-wind farm campaigner 
and Avich and Kilchrenan 
community councillor Christine 
Metcalfe, who lives in Loch Av-
ich, says the results (66 per cent 
in the Highlands and islands) 
are not a true reflection of the 
opinion in the region.

Of the 1,008 Scottish adults 

who took part in the survey, 
113 of respondents lived in the 
Highlands and islands.

Mrs Metcalfe, who spoke at the 
United Nations Aarhus Conven-
tion Compliance Committee in 
Geneva in 2012 when she had 

a complaint against the UK 
government’s wind farm policy 
upheld, says objections to wind 
farms are actually growing in 
number as people learn more 
about the negative impact of 
turbines on the landscape, the 
environment and the cost of sub-
sidies contributing to household 
energy bills.

She said: ‘This poll represents 
0.02 per cent of the Scottish 
population. 

‘I’m not alone in noting that it 
is also hardly a surprising result 
considering that more than 73 
per cent of Scots live in cities, 
towns or other suburban envi-
ronments. They are therefore not 
directly affected by industrial 
turbine sites being imposed upon 
them.

‘Sadly, they remain largely 
unaware of the effects upon 
them via the massive increase 
in their electricity bills due to 
the millions being paid out in 
subsidies and compensation to 
the speculators when the wind 
does not blow.

‘There are often hazy romantic 
notions of wind power being as 

benign and undamaging as the 
‘windmills’ of past times. 

‘I strongly defend the right 
of anyone to hold their own 
opinions, but asking people who 
may be harbouring such beliefs, 
or don’t have the remotest idea 

EUAN PATERSON
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about the reality of wind power, 
is an exercise in futility – and will 
be largely based on a profound 
lack of knowledge about associ-
ated issues or effects.  

‘Too much has been, and is, 
hidden from the electorate on 
energy policy and it is an uphill 
struggle to change the situation.’ 

But Joss Blamire, senior policy 
manager of onshore renewables 
at Scottish Renewables, wel-
comed the findings as proof that 
public opinion in support of wind 
power had increased.

He said: ‘The independent 
YouGov poll commissioned by 
Scottish Renewables shows that 
the number of people supporting 
the continuing development of 
wind power has risen from 58 per 
cent to 66 per cent in the High-
lands and islands between 2013 
and 2015 – a significant increase.

‘The survey asked a balanced 
mix of Scottish adults the same 
question, and their responses 
clearly show that, contrary 
to what a minority of vocal 
objectors would have the public 
believe, people in Scotland over-
whelmingly support wind power.’

PUBLIC SUPPORT:
 Joss Blamire

OBJECTIONS GROWING:
Christine Metcalfe

A SURVEY of aspirations 
and attitudes aims to help 
policy makers encourage 
young West Highlanders to 
stay in the area. 

Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) has 
commissioned the online 
survey, the first of its kind 
for six years, to find out what 
15-30-year-olds think about 
life in the Highlands.

Since the previous survey 
in 2009, which highlighted 
a need to do more to attract 
and retain young people, the 
award-winning ScotGrad 
graduate placement scheme 
has been implemented, the 
University of the Highlands 
and Islands has been awarded 
university status, and a £146m 
rollout of next generation 
broadband infrastructure is 
under way.

Douglas Cowan, HIE area 
manager for Argyll and the 
islands, said he was keen that 
the voice of Argyll young 
people was heard.

The population of 
15-29-year-olds living in the 
Highlands and Islands is 
around 16 per cent, compared 
to the Scottish average of 20 
per cent.

The survey, which closes 
at the beginning of April, 
can be found at hie.co.uk/

Support the local 
press, urges MP

A DOG that was re-homed after 
being taken in by Argyll Animal 
Aid became the star attraction at 
the charity’s fundraiser.

Keira, a two-year-old American 
bulldog, was the object of visi-
tors’ affections at the charity’s 
table-top sale in Oban Congre-
gational church on Saturday.

She had been taken to the char-
ity’s kennels after her owner was 
unable to look after her. 

Charity volunteer Cheryl Woth-
erspoon ‘fostered’ the dog while 
a new owner was found. But the 
bond between Cheryl and Keira 
grew and Cheryl decided to 
adopt the animal. 

The fundraiser, the first of the 
year for the charity, raised £355.

The funds will go towards 
building a new cattery at Lo-
chandubh kennels.

In November last year, the 
charity raised £2,140 at its an-
nual Christmas fayre, double the 
amount it usually raises from the 
event.

ARGYLL MP Alan Reid 
is calling on MSPs to show 
the same level of support for 
weekly newspapers as their 
Westminster counterparts.

Mr Reid’s call came after 
chancellor George Osborne 
announced a possible cut in 
business rates for the local 
press.

In a report accompanying 
last week’s budget, George 
Osborne stated: ‘The govern-
ment will consult on whether 
to introduce a business rates 
relief for local newspapers 
in England.’ The Scottish 
government sets business rates 
north of the border.

Mr Reid said: ‘I’d like to see 
this taken on board here. I 
agree that a good, unbiased 
local newspaper is essential 
for a healthy democracy to 
flourish.’
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NEWSPAPERS WORK
Print  Online  Tablet  Mobile

Andy Willox,  
Scottish policy convenor 
at Federation of Small 
Businesses, said: 

 “Our 19,000 Scottish 
members do business 
across the length and 
breadth of the country. 
They know how important 
newspapers are to both 
local communities and 
economies. 

“From Stranraer to 
Stornoway, Scottish 
small businesses back the 
newspaper industry and 
local journalism.”

Leading Scottish 
business figures 

have joined 
the campaign 

to highlight the 
importance of 

newsbrands and 
recognise their 

increasingly  
multi-platform 

readership.

 They know 
how important 

newspapers are to both  
local communities and 
economies.

Andy Willox  
Scottish policy convenor, Federation 

of Small  
Businesses

HAPPY TALE: American bulldog Keira with owner Cheryl, second from left, and other volunteers

MEMORIAL BENCH: Pupils from Bunessan will shortly site a bench in memory of all those from the Ross of Mull who fought in WWI

memorial. The children are 
now waiting for the weather 
to improve so that they can fix 
the bench to the ground and 
plan a dedication ceremony.  

The children worked hard in 
class to learn about the real 
life stories behind the me-

morial and were particularly 
moved to discover that many 
of the men commemorated 
were previously pupils at the 
school. 

Teacher Lynda MacCallum 
said: ‘It is very moving to 
think that as young boys they 

sat in the same classrooms and 
played football in the same 
playground before they were 
sent to the battlegrounds.

‘We hope that the bench 
will be well used by people 
visiting the memorial and in 
time hope to have enough 

money to put a sign on the 
road giving directions to the 
memorial. The class has now 
committed to maintaining the 
bench for future generations.’

The school thanked Mull 
Building Supplies for trans-
porting the bench.

TONIGHT (Thursday) the 
curtains rise on the two-day 
Tobermory Drama Festival, 
which will be staged in Aros 
Hall.  

The festival, which has 
been going for more than 
50 years, will include works 
of locally-written plays, 
dramas and monologues - all 
featuring performers from 

Mull with children as well 
as adults taking centre stage 
for this ever-popular, annual 
‘thesp-fest’.

This year’s festival features 
a broad spectrum of works 
from a version of Romeo 
and Juliet by the pupils 
of the Gaelic primary in 
Salen, to the trenches of the 
First World War to some 

sparkling, locally-set comedy 
dramas.   

Tickets are on sale at Tackle 
and Books, Main Street, 
Tobermory or at the door - 
£6.50 for adults and £3.50 for 
children or two-night tickets 
for £10 and £5 respectively.  

Thursday’s show starts 
at 7pm and at 7.30pm on 
Friday.  

A GOLDEN eagle found 
with an injured wing on Mull 
is the first to be successfully 
released by the Scottish 
Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals (SSPCA).

The bird was returned to 
the wild last week with the 
help of the Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds and 
Raptor World after eight 

months in the SSPCA’s care.
Colin Seddon, manager 

of the National Wildlife 
Rescue Centre in Clackman-
nanshire, said: ‘The juvenile 
golden eagle, who we named 
‘Bud’, was rescued in August 
2014. Bud had damaged his 
wing and his leg, which took 
a long time to heal and was 
kept with us over winter.’

State-of-the-art 
spa for top hotel
ONE OF north Argyll’s top 
hotels is to create at £1.4 mil-
lion day spa, after securing 
a £217,500 investment from 
Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise (HIE).

The Isle of Eriska hotel 
plans are expected to create 
15.5 full-time equivalent jobs 
at the five-star complex, near 
Benderloch.

The spa will be available 
to non-residents and help 
increase the hotel’s turnover 
off-season. 

Development will include 
two further double treatment 
rooms with showers, a lift to 
allow disabled access and a 
dedicated reception area that 
will provide retail opportu-
nities for local artists and 
producers. 

The plans include a restau-
rant and an open plan kitchen 
for teaching and demonstra-
tions, as well as a retail area 
for suppliers.
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AN APPIN man has been 
cleared by a jury after being 
accused of sexually abusing 
two boys.

The two charges of lewd, 
libidinous and indecent 
behaviour against Barry 
Gunn, aged 37, of The 
Cottage, Lettershuna, were 
found not proven last Friday 
at Oban sheriff court.

Mr Gunn had denied 
sexually abusing one boy on 
various occasions between 
2004 and 2009 in Appin 
and Port Appin while the 
complainer was between the 
ages of eight and 13.

The boy also claimed that 
during this period Mr Gunn 
had given him cigarettes and 
alcohol, something that the 
accused also denied.

Mr Gunn also denied 
abusing a second boy by 
getting into bed with him and 
touching him inappropriately 
at an address in Appin in 
2009.

Both gave evidence during 
the three-day trial last week.

The former soldier, who 
now works as a mechanic and 
builder, maintained the claims 
were ‘absolutely not true’, 
claiming the first complainer 
regularly got into trouble and 
would come up with ‘fanciful’ 
stories.

He said the incident on the 
second charge did not happen, 
adding that the boy had been 
accused of stealing at the 
time.

In summing up, defence 
solicitor Laura McManus 
told the jury neither witness 
was credible or reliable, the 
first having freely admitted 
to using drugs and the second 
having changed parts of his 
story under cross examina-
tion. 

The jury gave not proven 
verdicts to both charges by a 
majority.

TIMESLINE

THE TIREE Music Festival 
(TMF) is to be broadcast live 
on television for the first time 
in its history, as organisers 
announce this year’s event 
sold-out in record time.

Tickets for the event, to be 
held from July 18-20, were 
snapped up by keen music-lov-
ers less than five hours after 
going on sale.

BBC ALBA is to broadcast 
live from the festival, now 
in its fifth year, which will 
be headlined this year by 
Glasgow rockers The Fratellis.

Other bands including 
Skipinnish, Skerryvore and 
Gunna Sound have also been 
announced.

Organiser Daniel Gillespie 
said: ‘We are absolutely 
delighted BBC ALBA will 
be broadcasting the festival. 
It will be a great opportunity 
for those who missed out on 
tickets, or who are considering 
attending next year, to get a 
feel for the festival and the 
island.’

TMF has won many awards 
including Best Small Event 
at the UK Event Awards 
and Best Small Festival in 
Scotland at the Scottish Event 
Awards.

Fiona’s story leads to donor upsurge
NEWS of a young mother’s battle 
with a rare form of cancer, which 
requires a bone marrow trans-
plant as part of her treatment, 
has resulted in a huge response 
from people across Argyll and on 
her native Islay.

In February, the Oban Times 
reported on Ileach Fiona Hart, 
who had been unable to see her 
baby daughter and toddler son 
because she was undergoing 
chemotherapy for EBV lym-
phoma at Glasgow’s Southern 
General hospital.

The children, Jacob aged two 
and baby Honor who was born 
last September, have been living 
with grandparents on Islay. 

But just weeks after Honor’s 
birth, Fiona was taken to hospital 
and has barely seen her daughter 
since. 

The children are unable to 
visit their mother because her 
immune system is severely weak-
ened by the chemotherapy. 

And Fiona’s husband Simon 
had moved to Glasgow to sup-
port Fiona as she waited for a 
bone marrow donor to be found. 

But just six weeks after the arti-
cle appeared in the Oban Times, 
bone marrow charity Anthony 
Nolan reported 15 people from 
Islay between the required ages 
of 16 - 30 had joined the register, 
compared with none during the 
same period the previous year. 

In the time since Fiona’s appeal 
was launched, there has also 
been a remarkable 150 per cent 
increase in the number of people 
joining the register from the 

local Argyll postcode catchment.
Fiona, who is a nurse, has 

another two courses of chemo-
therapy to receive before doctors 
consider if she is ready for a 
transplant procedure, but they 
still await news of a potential 
bone marrow match. 

Potential donors can join 
the bone marrow register with 
Anthony Nolan or Delete Blood 
Cancer by accessing the chari-
ties’ websites.

HAPPY FAMILY: Fiona is reunited with her children Jacob and Honor 
during a break between her chemotherapy sessions

Fiona with husband Simon and son Jacob

EUAN PATERSON
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Police issue alert 
on internet fraud 
ONLINE scams that cost two vic-
tims in the Oban and Lorn area 
around £4,000 have prompted 
a warning from Oban police.

One man reported paying for 
an item from an online auction 
site without ever receiving the 
item and another contacted 
police to say they had paid a 
deposit to release a loan which 
never materialised.

Sergeant Allan Moore of Oban 
police said: ‘If it’s too good to 
be true, it probably is.

‘I would urge anyone buying 
online to be vigilant for sellers 
who maybe take you to anoth-
er website for the purchase, or 
direct you away from the nor-
mal methods of payment, such 
as PayPal, and ask you to send 
money in alternative ways.’

Speeding driver 
crossed the line
SPEED checks on the 
Arrivain straights, on the 
A85 between Dalmally and 
Tyndrum, have caught out 
another speeding driver, 
who now faces dangerous 
driving charges.

A road policing unit vehicle 
had followed the 56-year-old 
man’s car for a short distance 
last Sunday afternoon and 
recorded a speed of 89mph 
in the 60mph zone.

Offi  cers then watched as 
the driver overtook cars, by 
allegedly crossing double 
white lines, into the face of 
oncoming traffi  c.

The car was soon stopped 
and the driver charged. 

Smashed window 
to get at alcohol

Passenger in car 
had drug on him

THIEVES have stolen alcohol 
from the Victory hall in Bend-
erloch after smashing windows 
to break in to the premises.

The culprits smashed a 
window at the rear of the com-
munity hall before entering the 
premises sometime between 
11am on Saturday and 5.30pm 
on Sunday.

Anyone who saw or heard 
anything suspicious, or has any 
information about the theft, is 
asked to contact Oban police 
on 101.

Abbey declines to 
press for charges 
NO FURTHER action will be 
taken against three children 
who smashed windows in the 
nunnery of Iona Abbey.

The cost of the damage was  
£900.

The abbey indicated it 
did not wish to pursue the 
matter with police, once the 
identity of the culprits had 
been revealed. 

A 20-YEAR-old man has been 
reported to the procurator fi s-
cal after police found a quantity 
of cannabis in his possession.

The man was in a car on So-
roba Road, Oban at 5.10pm last 
Saturday when the vehicle was 
stopped by police. The police 
searched a passenger and 
found 2.5 grams of cannabis.

A CONVICTED paedophile, who 
was arrested in Oban last Thursday 
after a cross-border manhunt, had 
been on the run in the Argyll area for 
days before the public was alerted.

West Mercia police had raised the 
alarm with other forces and immedi-
ately launched a search for Redditch 
man Paul Vernon after he failed to 
comply with court conditions limiting 
his movements. 

He was found in the Oban area 
following a call from a member of the 
public.

West Mercia Police and Police 
Scotland believed Paul Vernon was 
in the Argyll area at the beginning 
of last week but only schools were 
informed of their suspicions. And 
Argyll and Bute council only notified 
parents of Vernon’s presence in the 
area by letter after he was caught on 
Thursday.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan Reid 
said: ‘The police should have gone 
public with this man’s photo and let 
people know he was on the run.’

The public became aware that the 
paedophile was in the Argyll area 
following a press release issued by 
West Mercia police last Wednesday.

The Oban Times had enquired about 
Mr Vernon’s presence in the area 
on Tuesday, but received a response 
from Police Scotland the following 
day that did not identify him and 
stated that there was ‘nothing at this 

time to suggest he is an immediate 
risk to the local community’. 

Vernon, 58, a former submariner in 
the Royal Navy, served time in prison 
following his conviction in January 
2010 for sex offences against children 
in the Lancashire area.

Asked why the public had not been 
notified earlier, a spokesman for Po-
lice Scotland said it engages with the 
local authority as a matter of course 
during ongoing enquiries and that 
West Mercia Police had been leading 
the enquiry. However, the Warwick-
shire force said it could not comment 
on investigations by another force.

West Mercia Police has also refused 
to release an image of Vernon that 
they had issued last week because he 
had now been detained.

Asked why parents were not 
informed of Vernon’s suspected pres-
ence in the area sooner and why the 
letter to parents was not received un-
til after he was arrested, a spokesman 
for Argyll and Bute council  said: 
‘Police Scotland confirmed that there 
was nothing to suggest an immediate 
risk and continued their efforts to 
trace him. 

‘In addition to working with Police 
Scotland, we contacted parents to 
reassure them that our schools will 
do everything that they can to ensure 
that pupils are safe. We took our lead 
from the police and provided parents 
with information to reassure them.’

OBAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY SPEAKS WITH ONE VOICE TO LOBBY COUNCIL ON TOWN CENTRE PLAN

Call for action on pontoons

STAFF at Oban’s Lorn and Is-
lands hospital have donated two 
cheques for £500 to two local 
charities through money raised 
from its annual pantomime.

Now in its 10th year, the staff 
put on a performance of Alad-
din last year, raising £1,000, 
which was split between the 
Friends of Oban Playpark and 

the North Argyll Carers Centre.
Pictured are staff from the 

hospital and members of the 
two charities last Thursday 
(March 19). 

A RALLYING call has been 
delivered to Argyll and Bute 
council, via the pages of the Oban 
Times, after the local authority 
admitted it could not support a 
plan to install pontoons in Oban 
Bay this summer. 

Fifty businesses have shown 
their support for the project, 
backed by organisations such as 
BID4Oban and Oban and Lorn 
Tourism Association (OLTA), by 
demanding the local authority 
‘thinks again’.

A spokesman for Oban Bay 
Marine, which proposed a ma-
rina plan eight years ago, said: 
‘The directors of OBM greatly 

appreciate the latest support 
demonstrated by BID4Oban, 
OLTA and Argyll and the Isles 
Tourism Association, plus the 
50 local businesses who have 
underwritten today’s advert in 
the Oban Times.

‘They clearly understand the 
importance for Oban’s economy 
of developing step-ashore visitor 
pontoons, plus protected cruise 
ship tender berth, without any 
further delay.

‘We can only hope that this in-
itiative will unblock the council’s 
reluctance to support the project. 

‘There is a real danger that if 
Argyll and Bute council does not 
support the project now, it may 
never happen. 

‘This is the only CHORD 

project that could kick-start the 
Oban economy. It’s make or 
break time!’

The matter is due to be dis-
cussed by the council at an area 

committee meeting next month.
A spokesman for the council 

said: ‘We had hoped to install 
temporary pontoons in time for 
the summer season, however, 
after further investigations this 
will not be possible due to the 
statutory consent process which 
can take some months. 

‘We would like to apologise for 
the confusion and reassure peo-
ple of our commitment to having 
a temporary facility in place for 
summer 2016. 

‘We have ambitious plans to 
grow Oban’s already strong 
economy and are making huge, 
evidence-based investments 
which we know are matched to 
the aspirations of our communi-
ties and will create jobs.  

‘Each project goes through 
a stringent, evidence-based 
process which guarantees that 
it will have real benefits to our 
communities before we invest 
substantial amounts of public 
money. If a project doesn’t stack 
up we won’t take it forward.

‘Delivering a transit berthing/
step ashore facility is chal-
lenging; it could bring some 
economic benefits but more work 
is required to establish how the 
facility could be built, what it 
could include and who could 
operate it. 

‘We are looking into a range of 
options and will be applying rig-
orous checks to ensure that any 
final proposal meets the needs of 
the whole community.’

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Argyll parents not told until 

Vodafone called up to face 
MPs after pager failure

Appin man cleared 
after Oban jury 
rejects crown sex 
abuse allegation

Tiree festival set 
for live broadcast

AN ARGYLL emergency pag-
er system that was out of action 
for three months was discussed 
at the Houses of Parliament 
after a story appeared in the 
Oban Times last week.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan 
Reid held Vodafone to account 
as he chaired the Scottish Af-
fairs Committee last Thursday.

He told Vodafone represent-
atives that a pager service for 
first responders on Luing, who 
provide emergency medical 
care on the island, had been out 
of service for three months.

Colin Scott, of Vodafone, 
said: ‘There have been a lot of 
spare part issues, trying to get 
things fixed. It is unacceptable 
and we apologise. It is obviously 
not in our interests to deliver 
poor service to customers.’

Michael Russell, Argyll and 
Bute MSP, said: ‘Vodafone 
provides a poor service in 

Argyll and Bute and its failure to 
invest properly for the benefit of 
its customers is a long standing 
problem.  

‘However when it also fails to 
restore an emergency service for 
more than two months then it is 
time the company took a very 
serious and severe look at its 
procedures and processes.’   

Fiona Cruickshanks, of Luing 
First Responders, said: ‘The pag-
ers came back on Friday, March 
20 [three days after Vodafone 
said the problem had been fixed].

‘They have done a temporary 
repair of the antenna and plan to 
install a more robust antenna in 
due course. 

‘In the man time we have been 
credited with the quarter that we 
had paid for the pager system.

‘Thanks to Nicolai in customer 
services at Vodafone for all his 
help and to the Oban Times for 
raising the issue.

This is the only 
CHORD project 
that could kick-
start the Oban 
economy ”

Oban Bay Marine spokesman

 

Easter Sunday April 5th
Join us for a special 3 course lunch £31  

Or our 5 course dinner £42  
Overlooking the harbour 

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant
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TIMESLINEGood hair day helps Marie face the world
EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

AN OBAN hairdresser is giving 
chemotherapy patients ‘hope’ 
and ‘confidence’ by styling wigs 
as part of their care.

Annmarie Fraser, who works at 
Bruce-Low Hair Boutique (for-
merly The Boutique Salon) in 
the town, has been customising 
wigs for people with cancer for 
the past eight years.

In that time she has helped 
hundreds of women, and some 
men, go through the ‘exhausting’ 
and ‘emotional’ chemotherapy 
treatment.

Annmarie, who is engaged to 
business partner Iain Bruce-
Low, learnt how to style and 
fit wigs on a training course in 
Edinburgh and is now commis-
sioned by the National Health 
Service to provide the service 
free-of-charge to patients.

One patient, Marie Hendrie 
from Oban, has recently com-
pleted her six courses of chemo-
therapy. 

She said: ‘I was introduced 
to Annmarie at the start of my 
treatment, which was wonderful, 
because it was such a traumatic 
time.

‘Your hair starts to come away 
after the second treatment but by 
that time we had discussed what 

Annmarie could do for me.
‘She came round to the house 

with this great big goodie bag of 
hairstyles.

‘A lot of people shave their 
heads but this service gives you 
the choice. 

‘I was allowed a bit of control 
when everything else in my life 
was out of control.

‘The service from Annmarie 
was phenomenal. She was em-
pathetic. Not everyone could do 
what she does.’

Annmarie says her motivation 
for doing the work is being able 
to help people when they are at 
their most vulnerable because of 
illness.

She lost her best friend to 
cancer last year and the disease 
also claimed the life of her 
grandmother.

The hair stylist said: ‘Most 
women I meet say losing their 
hair is the worst part of the 
treatment. 

‘Their hair loss is the first thing 
they see in the mirror every 
morning during the course of 
their treatment. It is a very emo-
tional time.

‘I think some women feel that 
when they lose their hair, they 
lose a part of who they are. 

‘With the wig on, they are more 
inclined to put their make up on 
and face the world again.’

Elvis ties knot for Oban pair 

EMPATHY: chemotherapy patient Marie Hendrie (seated) with hair stylist Annmarie Fraser 16_t13annemarie01

AN ISLAY estate worker has 
hung up his rifle and swapped 
it for a frying pan after four 
decades of service on a sporting 
estate.

Donald James MacPhee, 57, 
started working on Dunlossit 
estate as a boy, eventually taking 
up a full-time job as a stalker and 
gamekeeper when he was 16.

Now, 40 years later, the estate 
is looking for his replacement 
as he embarks on a new career 
running a bed and breakfast 
establishment on the island.

‘The estate was right on my 
doorstep when I was growing up,’ 
explained Donald, who lives with 
his wife Isabel.

He continued: ‘The big farm-
house was about 400 yards from 
my house and I would help in the 
summer holidays as a boy with 
the pheasants and in the larder, 

and my involvement grew and 
grew until I took a full-time job 
in 1974.

‘I’ve been to quite a few retire-
ment parties of other staff at the 
estate and as the years passed I 
thought, “there’s no way I’ll be 
here for 40 years”, but it ended 
up that way.’

Donald worked for Bruno 
Schroder, the British billionaire 
owner of the estate, and got to 
know four generations of the 
Schroder family.

With pheasants, deer, trout, 
salmon, woodcock and geese to 
manage, it was the variety of the 
work that kept Donald interested 
over his 40-year tenure. 

Donald said: ‘It’s not like other 
jobs where you have a 12-month 
calendar; the seasons are all in-

terlinked and there’s such variety 
in what you do.

‘Also, over the years, I met so 
many nice people from different 
nationalities who came to the 
estate.’

Donald decided last summer 

that it was time to move on and 
let some younger keepers in to 
get experience on the 18,500-
acre estate, and took the oppor-
tunity to open Kentraw bed and 
breakfast at Bruidladdich, about 
10 miles away from the estate.

‘The shooting world and the 
hospitality world are actually 
quite similar,’ explained Donald, 
whose children Alisdair and 
Rhona have now ‘flown the nest’.

He said: ‘You’re looking after 
people and again I’ve already 
met characters from all over the 
world.

‘The bed and breakfast looks 
back towards the estate across 
the loch, which is nice. I can look 
out any time I like and get a good 
view of the hills I’ve trampled 
across over the years.’

From hot shot to hot pot for ex-keeper Donald
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

KEEPSAKE: Donald with one of 
his treasured trophies 

PARTING SHOT: Donald is 
presented with sketches from  

Bruno Schroder on behalf of the 
estate staff  and trustees

VIVA LAS OBAN!: newlyweds Pamela and Stuart Gillespie are married by Elvis, otherwise known as 
humanist marriage offi  cer Edward McGough 16_t13wedding01

Police PAWS for 
wildlife crime 

POLICE Scotland has 
launched a new awareness 
campaign to tackle wildlife 
crime in rural areas.

Nearly 250 wildlife crimes 
were recorded by the Police 
Scotland between April 2014 
and February 2015, including 
persecuting badgers, poison-
ing birds of prey and trading 
in some of the world’s most 
endangered species.

Police Scotland works with 
partners across the country 
to tackle wildlife crime and 
the new campaign calls on 
the public to report suspicious 
activity either to the police or 
through the Partnership for 
Action Against Wildlife Crime 
in Scotland (PAWS) app, avail-
able in the iTunes store.

Revving up for the 
car club time trial 

Tweet with police 
on new proposals

Organisers looking 
for chain reaction

TOURISM, food production, 
and linking learning to local 
employment opportunities for 
young people, will be the imme-
diate focus for Argyll and Bute’s 
economic forum.

The forum, chaired by Nick 
Ferguson CBE, chairman of Sky 
plc, agreed its priorities last week 
when it met for the first time.

The forum was set up by Argyll 
and Bute council as a follow up 
to the area’s economic summit 
in October 2014. Mr Ferguson 
said: ‘This was a constructive 

initial meeting. Argyll and Bute 
is wonderfully diverse in its niche 
strengths and its opportunities for 
economic growth.’

The forum comprises: Dr Trac-
ey Shimmield, managing director, 
SAMS Research Services Ltd; 
Jane MacLeod, secretary, M&K 
MacLeod and secretary of Mid 
Argyll Chamber of Commerce; 
Alistair Barge, managing 
director, Gigha Halibut; Iain 
Jurgensen, general manager, 
Portavadie; Neil Wells, manag-
ing director, Lochs and Glens 

Holidays; John Forteith, general 
manager, Forteiths Food Distri-
bution Company; Cathy Craig, 
commercial director, Caledonian 
MacBrayne; Alex Paterson, chief 
executive, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise; Neil Francis, director, 
Scottish Enterprise; councillor 
Dick Walsh, leader, Argyll and 
Bute council; Sally Loudon, 
chief executive, Argyll and Bute 
council; Gordon Wales, director 
of financial management, and 
location director for Argyll and 
Bute, Scottish government.

New forum ready for action

THE MULL car club rally will 
hold the Glengorm Rally time 
trial this Saturday, the fi rst of 
four stages of the Scottish 
Association Championship 
2015.

The championship consists 
of time trials run on a gravel 
track, and is open to drivers 
with national B or above 
special stage licences, in log-
booked, stage rally cars.

For information, including 
how to buy tickets, call John 
Clayton of Mull Car club on 
01680300302.

A FREE adult cycling training 
programme, called iCycle+, is 
getting into gear soon.

Organised by Argyll and Bute 
council, the course is run by 
Oban-based outdoor social 
enterprise Stramash and is 
aimed at enhancing the cycling 
experience and the fi tness of 
adult riders.

The training programme runs 
over a month and involves a 
session a week. 

For more information about 
i/cycle+, visit: www.stramash.
org.uk.

TWITTER users can ask local 
police commanders in Argyll 
and Bute about the shape of 
policing during a live Twitter 
session between 4pm-5pm on 
Monday (March 30).

Using the hashtag #com-
manderchat, local people 
will have the opportunity to 
get immediate answers to 
questions about the proposed 
restructuring of K and L police 
divisions.

Chief superintendent Helen 
Swann and chief superinten-
dent Jim Downie will answer 
questions as part of the public 
consultation exercise.

The Twitter chat can be fol-
lowed on the local channels, @
renfrewinverpol and @abutew-
estdunbarpol.

THE VENUE was a pub, the 
bridal party and guests were 
dressed in 1950s fashion and the 
celebrant was Elvis.

This was the humanist wedding 
that Oban couple Stuart Gillespie 
and Pamela White had been plan-
ning for a year. 

They tied the knot last Saturday 
in front of the king of rock and 
roll, also known as Edinburgh 
humanist marriage officer Ed-
ward McGough. Edward said: ‘I 
have never been asked to dress 
up as Elvis before - but it’s their 
wedding.’ 

Oban bar and restaurant Cuan 
Mor was the venue for the nup-
tials and the reception, as Pamela 
and Stuart and their guests 
turned more than a few heads in 
Oban’s George Street with their 
eye-catching dresses, sharp suits 
and Trilby hats.

Elvis fan Pamela looked glori-
ous in a 1950s style dress that was 
custom-made by Expressions in 
Oban. She had also written the 
couple’s vows based on Elvis’ song 
lyrics and arrived at the venue in 
a Ford Zephyr.

The 40-year-old, who works at 
Clark Thomson insurance bro-
kers, explained she had dreamed 
that she would be married by 

Elvis since she was a little girl.
She told the Oban Times: ‘I have 

loved Elvis since I was a wee girl.
‘I remember being round at my 

mum’s friend’s house and being 
devastated when we had heard he 
had died.

‘We had told the guests about 
the 1950s theme and everyone 
looks so cool today but Elvis was a 
surprise for them. We just wanted 
to bring a bit of Vegas to Oban.’

Groom Stuart, who has the 
Furniture Workshop, said the 
couple had wanted a wedding to 
remember and, despite suffering 
from broken ribs, he helped add 
to the occasion by creating a 
‘Welcome to Las Oban’ sign. 

EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk
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Move with the Times
Chief Reporter

This is a key editorial appointment with 

Wyvex Media’s fl agship title, the Oban Times, 

the newspaper of record for the West Highlands 

which delivers Scotland’s second largest 

accredited weekly circulation.

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 

+ Pension + Good Holidays

The ideal candidate will be an experienced, qualifi ed journalist who 
has worked in a busy regional or local newspaper environment at 
a senior level and who has the ambition, motivation and passion 
to take the next step in the development of their career.
He or she will be able to handle the pressures of leading a small, 
dedicated and talented team of reporters, keeping the title at the 
forefront of breaking news, while at the same time maintaining 
the strong grassroots connections with the many communities 
served by the Oban Times.
The challenges of the digital age will be regarded as opportunities 
and he or she will engage positively in harnessing the immense 
potential of web and social media platforms. An appetite for hard 
work will be matched by a drive to deliver a quality news agenda 
for a discerning readership. A full driving licence is essential.
In return, we off er an attractive salary and conditions with 
the prospect for advancement with one of Scotland’s leading 
independent newspaper publishers. Add the stunning backdrop 
of the West Highlands to this off er, and this makes a very appealing 
package.

Apply with C.V. and covering letter to ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

TIMESLINEIrate coach Tommy set to 
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

Schumacher faces 
speeding charge 

Children will soak 
up SpongeBob fun

Doctor on board to 
help stricken diver 

A DIVER, who surfaced too 
quickly from a dive in the 
Sound of Mull on Sunday, was 
taken to hospital in Oban.

The woman surfaced just 
before 10am but had come 
up too fast and was at risk 
of  developing decompres-
sion sickness, known as the 
‘bends’.

Oban lifeboat was called 
out by Stornoway Coast-
guard and was quickly on the 
scene to transfer the diver to 
the mainland.

One of the crew of the Oban 
lifeboat was a doctor with 
many years’ experience in 
dealing with diving-related 
emergencies and he was 
able to monitor the patient 
throughout the transfer. 

The lifeboat was met by a 
waiting ambulance, which 
transferred the patient to 
Lorn and Islands Hospital for 
further examination.

AN OBAN rugby coach is set to 
hand back an award he won for 
volunteering after being banned 
from all involvement with the 
sport. 

Tommy Sutherland, 31, has 
been a player and volunteer 
coach with Oban Lorne rugby 
club since moving to the town 
in 2012, as well as helping to 
re-establish the Argyll and Bute 
under-16 team in 2013. 

He was awarded the season’s 
first BT Volunteer of the Month 
award for his outstanding 
contributions to the clubs in 
September.

But now the coach has been 
banned by the game’s governing 
body for nine weeks after he 
fielded a player for the under-16s 
who was 13 days too old.

Due to a change in the rules the 
boy was not allowed to play for 
the under-18 side as he was too 
young, but with no under-17 team 
in the area, and keen to give the 
young player a game, Tommy 
contacted the Scottish Rugby 
Union (SRU) for advice.

He claims a member of the 
SRU told him to play the boy, if 
the opposition agreed to it, and 
to omit his name from the team 
sheet.

Tommy, who manages a hotel 
in Oban, said: ‘The other teams 
were fine with it, as they under-
stood it was just to give him a 
game of rugby. We even offered 
to reverse some of the results and 
give the opposite team points 
when he played - we had nothing 
to gain from it.’

Then, three weeks ago, Argyll 
and Bute rugby club received a 

letter from the SRU saying that 
Tommy was ‘under investigation 
for falsifying team sheets’, and 
was banned from any involve-
ment with any club until May 
9, including playing, coaching 
training or any volunteering.

The team sheets in question 
were signed-off, with Tommy’s 
permission, by another volunteer 
while Tommy was on holiday 
in Thailand for a fortnight. 
He continued: ‘I’m disgusted 
with the way I’ve been treated, 
but particularly with the length 
of the ban. I’ve spoken to guys 

who have been coaching for 30 
years and they said they’ve never 
heard of anything like this – I’m 
being made an example of.

‘I understand the rules need to 
be upheld but the key point was 
that the boy wasn’t going to play 
any competitive rugby for a year. 
I could understand if I was get-
ting paid or if the league really 
meant something but there’s not 
even a trophy for winning it.’

One member of the rugby 
community to come to Tommy’s 
defence was Dave Sturrock.

Dave was chairman of Argyll 

and Bute rugby football club 
from 2009 to 2014, president of 
Oban Lorne from 2001 to 2006 
and chief executive from 2006 
to 2010, having played for Lorne 
between 1992 and 2003.

He said: ‘The punishment is to-
tally out of step with the alleged 
crime. All Tommy was doing was 
trying to field as many teams as 
possible, which logistically can 
be a nightmare for rural clubs 
like Argyll and Bute.

‘Rules have to be upheld but 
clubs in this region have suffered 
extremely harsh punishment 
from the league management 
committees for fielding their own 
players with a minor registration 
infringement. 

‘This does nothing to encour-
age increased participation in 
rugby.

‘Scottish rugby has been a 
declining force for a number 
of years now due to insufficient 
playing numbers. How will disil-

lusioning a tireless club volunteer 
like Tommy Sutherland help?

‘Scottish rugby’s senior man-
agement need to have a lot more 
vision and empathy with the 
grass roots clubs they represent.’

Tommy was due to attend a 
meeting last night (Wednesday) 
at Murrayfield with SRU offi-
cials. He is taking his Volunteer 
of the Month trophy with him, 
and plans to hand it back if the 
ban is upheld. 

‘I’ll hand back everything, in-
cluding the award, then consider 
what I’m going to do, but this 
has left a really bad taste in my 
mouth,’ he said.

‘The club doesn’t want me to 
hand it back but I don’t think I 
can keep it. What’s the point if 
it’s for being part of something I 
don’t believe in any more?’

An SRU spokesman said: 
‘Given that an appeal is still to 
take place our position is not to 
comment on this matter.’

A DRIVER with the same sur-
name as two of Formula One’s 
legends thought he could race 
his way out of a court appear-
ance but the long arm of the 
law overtook him.

Jurgen Schumacher, 29, ap-
peared from custody at Oban 
sheriff  court on Monday, more 
than two years after a warrant 
was issued for his arrest when 
he failed to appear to answer a 
number of driving charges.

Schumacher, of Cowden-
beath, Fife, pleaded not guilty 
on Monday to the charges, 
which include taking and 
driving a vehicle without 
the owner’s consent, driving 
dangerously and at excessive 
speed, failing to stop, and 
driving with no licence and no 
insurance, all on the A85 near 
Loch Awe on July 14, 2012.

He was released on bail and is 
due to return to court on April 
13.

FATAL crashes in Argyll and 
Bute and West Dunbarton-
shire dropped by more than 
50 per cent in 2014 c̀ompared 
to the previous year. 

And collisions involving 
serious injury were reduced 
by 15 per cent over the same 
period. 

These were the encouraging 
statistics revealed by Inspec-
tor Adam McKenzie, head of 
road policing for Argyll and 
West Dunbartonshire. 

However, speeding drivers 
remain the biggest concern 
for residents of Argyll and 
Bute, according to a Police 
Scotland community survey.

Speeding, along with violent 
crime and drug dealing, was 
highlighted as the top priority 
for police in L Division (West 
Dunbartonshire and Argyll 
and Bute) in the coming 
financial year.

Inspector McKenzie said 
the police had been working 
hard to clamp down on roads 
traffic offences: ‘Our goal 
every day is to positively 
influence road users through 
education and increased 
patrols as well as targeting 
those who don’t adhere to 
road safety regulations.

‘Over the last year, we have 
increased our marked and 
unmarked patrols focusing on 
the main routes where crashes 
are most likely to happen. 

‘We also regularly set up 
static check points which 
focus on speed, vehicle 
defects as well as the targeting 
of criminals who use the 
roads network.’

Police patrols are 
paying off  as fatal 
crash statistics 
drop by a half

EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Budget not set on 
integration move

DISILLUSIONED: Tommy says the ban is unfair

HAPPIER TIMES: Tommy proudly holds his plaque

MOBILE phone giant Vodafone has 
apologised to the people of Islay and 
promised to provide a better service.

The apology came at a Scottish 
Affairs committee hearing into tel-
ecommunications in rural Scotland 
on March 18, writes Steven Rae.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan Reid 
chaired the meeting, where he 
grilled Paul Morris, head of govern-
ment affairs for Vodafone and Colin 
Scott, senior regulatory manager for 
Vodafone Scotland, on their compa-
ny’s failings on Islay.

The Vodafone signal on Islay has 
failed on several occasions recently,  
taking a long time to repair each 
time, including a 14-day delay in 
January. 

Mr Scott said that the location of 
the sites was a challenge for the com-
pany’s engineers: ‘They are often on 
top of hills and way off the roads.

‘Engineers have to walk miles with 
their equipment and kit, and then 
they might find they are unable to 
climb the mast because it is covered 
in ice. 

‘On Mull, the engineers did not 
change their clothes for three days 
while they were trying to fix one site.’

During the hearing, Mr Reid 
asked the Vodafone representatives 
what was their message to customers 

on Islay. Mr Morris said: ‘First, we 
realise it has been difficult and we 
apologise for that. 

‘We are doing all we can to keep 
the service to the standard that they 
expected before the last few months, 
when it has not been where we would 
like it to be. 

‘We are investing over £1 billion 
across the UK this year alone to 
improve the service and bring the 
latest technologies, including mobile 
internet.’

Speaking after the meeting, Mr 
Reid said: ‘Vodafone says it is in 
transition to 4G, and asks us to judge 
it at the end of the investment cycle. 

‘People on Islay, and across the 
whole of Argyll and Bute need a 
reliable, weather-resilient mobile 
phone service until then, and that is 
how they will judge the company.

‘The mobile phone company says 
the new 4G equipment it is invest-
ing in is more robust and includes 
heating to keep ice at bay, but its 
commitment to 4G appears to be 
waiting for BT Openreach installing 
new internet links before it invests.’

The Argyll politician urged island-
ers who had been without a signal 
for more than three days to seek 
compensation from their network 
provider. 

COMPETITORS for this year’s 
Oban and District Provincial Mod, 
on June 5-6, have until Saturday 
April 4 to submit their entries.

The junior competitions take place 
on the Friday and seniors and instru-

mentalists on the Saturday. All own 
choice music and entry fees, along 
with entry forms, should be sent to 
Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran halls, 
Oban, PA34 4AB. Email moiradun-
lop@btinternet.com for information.

THE FORMER Rockfield pri-
mary school will be sold to Oban 
Communities Trust (OCT) for 
£1,000. 

However, there will be no cash 
from the local authority to go 
towards the extensive repairs 
required for the building. 

The estimated cost to reinstate 
the building is in the region of 
£100,000-£200,000.

Argyll and Bute councillors 
spent more than an hour debating 
the sale of the listed Victorian 
building in private session during 
a meeting held in the council’s 
Kilmory headquarters last week.

After the meeting, councillors 
said they were surprised that no 
formal request had come before 
them from OCT to reinstate the 
building.

OCT said the original request 
to the local authority was £1,000 
with the council footing the bill 
to have the dry rot eradicated.

The charity would then take 
the responsibility to reinstate the 
building.  

But OCT, The Oban Times 

understands, was then told by 
officers and councillors that 
no funding was available from 
council budgets to treat the dry 
rot and due to the urgency of the 
state of the building OCT decid-
ed to progress the matter without 
asking the council for help. 

The group remain undeterred 
and are launching a fundraising 
campaign for £200,000 to get the 
building back into use.

A business plan, put forward 
by the group, hopes to raise cash 
in the first instance by donation 
and from OCT businesses such 
as the former Rockfield school’s 
car park, which currently makes 
£25,000 under the care of the 
local authority, and the renting 
out of huts within the grounds.

Gordon MacNab (pictured) of 
OCT said: ‘We are delighted to 
have secured the building for the 
community.

‘And so, the journey begins. 
‘The next steps are launching 

fundraising campaign to make 
the building wind and water tight 
and the removal of dry rot, the 
configuration  of the car park 
and the refurbishment of the 
huts with installation of disabled 
toilets.

‘We would like to thank 
the generosity of donors who 
have already begun to hand in 
cheques.’

INSPECTOR Julie McLeish 
welcomed her replacement at 
Oban Police station last week 
as she takes up her new post in 

Lochgilphead. Sergeant Mark 
Stephen took over as inspector 
in Oban on St Patrick’s Day last 
week.

Inspector to make his mark

TO COINCIDE with the release 
of the new SpongeBob movie 
‘Sponge Out of Water’, the 
famous cartoon character is 
currently making guest ap-
pearances at the Scottish Sea 
Life Sanctuary.

Guests at the Oban attraction 
can see SpongeBob SquareP-
ants and the other inhabitants 
of his hometown, Bikini Bot-
tom, until April 10.

Activities include the chance 
to follow a fun trail with a free 
Spongehunt map and stickers, 
helping SpongeBob by spot-
ting miniature models of the 
underwater star’s friends as 
they go.

There’s also an entire marine 
world to explore including 
native sharks, otters and, of 
course, the resident seals.

The appearance coincides 
with the launch of the movie 
on March 27.

THOSE allocating the budget 
for health and social care 
integration are working in the 
dark when it comes to knowing 
how much money they have to 
spend on staffing.

The project, likely to cost 
somewhere in the region of 
£200 million, will see the work 
of Argyll and Bute council’s 
social work department and 
the community work of NHS 
Highland merged into one 
service.

But last Thursday Argyll 
and Bute councillors heard 
there was no budget set for the 
scheme - despite beginning 
to allocate senior posts in the 
organisation.

Councillor Anne Horn said: 
‘You are making fairly robust 
plans without robust finance 
in place. Can that be the right 
thing to do? Today we see 
ourselves agreeing to senior 
posts - surely we are going 
about this the wrong way. The 
people on the front line should 
be appointed first.’

Council chief executive Sally 
Loudon said the council would 
have some responsibility over 
the joint budget. 
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Highland council is in danger of 
destroying local history

OUR local landscape is littered with the shells and 
remnants of some lovely and historic  houses, mansions 
and farm buildings which, in the past century and before 
anyone was interested in our built heritage, had their 
roofs removed to avoid rates and taxation. 

The news that Highland council has decided to apply a 
200 per cent council tax rate on long-term empty proper-
ties, from April 1, will mean further significant losses of 
many architectural gems. 

While it is desirable to bring such buildings back into 
use, there is clearly a difference between a usable build-
ing that is simply ‘mothballed’ whilst the owner waits and 
considers a way forward and an uninhabitable property 
which is not usable without considerable commitment 
and financial investment.

 In the former case, the charge may have the desired 
effect and cause an owner to make a property available 
for sale or rent, which they can do fairly quickly to avoid 
the surcharge. 

In the latter case what will happen is that owners will be 
pushed towards demolishing houses to avoid the charge, 
rather than renovate. 

Such exemptions as are currently available are too 
restricted to make much difference to prevent this.

There is also the inconsistency of introducing a puni-
tive charge on empty properties on the grounds they are 
not available for local use, but continuing to offer holiday 
home owners discounts on their council tax. 

To rub salt in the wound, property owners have not 
been directly notified of this new charge in advance, and 
will only find out about it when their new council tax bills 
arrive. 

We have lost far too many interesting buildings already 
to allow this short-sighted scheme to go ahead. May I 
urge any readers in the Highland area to lobby their 
councillors to have it modified before it is too late?

Killundine House Morvern had its roof removed to 
avoid a bill for rates 

Drimnin to Tangiers

‘IT’S a far cry to Loch Awe,’ says an old Campbell saying 
but not so far as Drimnin is from Tangiers as Patrick and 
Elizabeth Maclean from Oban and Archie Mackenzie 
and his wife Jill discovered when they recently visited 
Morocco. 

Archie, whose family lived at The Mains, Drimnin, was 
a consultant editor of the Oban Times and editor of the 
Scottish Field Magazine for many years.

In the ancient city of Tangiers they came across the 
Anglican church of St Andrew and there they were sur-
prised to find a stone with the word Drimnin carved on 
it commemorating Kaid Sir Harry Maclean (1848-1920) 
whose family once owned Drimnin Estate. 

Sir Harry began his military career in the 69th (South 
Lincolnshire) Regiment of Foot in 1869. 

He was dispatched overseas to fight the Fenians in 
Canada. In 1877, Maclean went to Morocco and began 
his career as an army instructor for the Sultan Mulai 
Hassan. 

Kaid Sir Harry Maclean of Drimnin (second left) facing 
the photographer taken in 1912 at the Maclean 

Gathering at Duart, Isle of Mull

He gained the trust of the Sultan of Morocco and his 
successor Moulay Abdelaziz through his service and 
fought against opposing tribes throughout Morocco.

During his career, he was kidnapped and held for 
ransom after a failed first attempt. 

He visited the forbidden city of Tafilalt, and eventually 
became commander of the Sultan of Morocco’s Army. 

Although he was loyal to his employer to a fault, he 
was regarded as an unofficial British agent in the United 
Kingdom. He was, in June 1901, appointed a Knight 
Commander of the Order of St Michael and St George 
(KCMG) by King Edward VII when he was attached to a 
special diplomatic mission from Morocco to the United 
Kingdom. He was physically large and used this to his 
advantage when disciplining insubordinates. 

Although maintaining his Scottish personality and 
expert bagpipe skills, he adopted Moorish costume but 
kitted out the Sultan’s pipe band in red Maclean tartan.

He named his Tangiers house ‘Drimnin’ which is now an 
hotel. Various heirlooms of the Kaïd Sir Harry Maclean, 
including his ceremonial sword, pistol and matriculation 
of arms are now housed for the Clan Maclean Heritage 
Trust at the Isle of Mull Museum in Tobermory. 

Also buried in the same cemetery are: Sir John 
Hay-Drummond, for 40 years the British representative 
at the Court of Morocco and his wife Marjory Helen; 
Alexander Wallace Macleod from Tain (1862-1915), 
Veronica Tenant (1904-1967) wife of John, and Marjory 
Helen, wife of the Marquis of Tweeddale whose family 
bank-rolled the West Highland railway line which runs 
from the Clyde to Fort William. 

A local historian was able to provide the visitors with 
some information about all of these except Alexander 
Wallace Macleod from Tain. 

If any reader can enlighten me who he was and why he 
was buried in Morocco I would be grateful.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com 

Barcaldine primary school in North Lorn hosted a beetle drive , which was organised by the parent council to promote 
both Fair Trade shopping and Comic Relief’s 2015 Red Nose Day.  A grand total of £113 was raised for Comic Relief. The 
pupils of the school are exceptionally proud of their contribution in helping the evening run smoothly and the amount 

of money raised for charity. 

Barcaldine

Beetling away for Comic Relief and Fairtrade

PORTREE primary 
school pupils dressed up 
as their favourite story 
characters to mark world 
book day.

The children also took 
part in a book swap, 
organised by the eco 
committee, and a raffle, 
with all proceeds used 
to buy new books for the 
school. 

WELL READ: Portree 
primary school 

pupils dressed up as their 
favourite characters for 

world book day

Portree

BALLACHULISH 
youngsters started their 
secondary education early 
when a high school history 
teacher visited.

Andrew Heron from 
Kinlochleven high school 
visited the Ballachulish 
primary four and five class 
to see the trench they made 
as part of a class project on 
World War One.

Mr Heron also brought gas 
masks to show the class. 

HISTORY: teacher 
Andrew Heron, back, visited 

Ballachulish primary four 
and fi ve to see their World 

War One project 

Ballachulish

THE CALLANDER Youth Project Trust 
(CYPT) was recently named Scotland’s 
top youth work project, for an employabil-
ity programme based around a café in the 
town.

The trust, which works with young peo-
ple aged 11-25 years, won the top award at 
the prestigious National Youth Worker of 
the Year Awards, organised by YouthLink 
Scotland.

The CYPT works with people aged 
11-25, offering an SQA Steps to Work 
programme, modern apprenticeships and 
a number of other employment schemes.

Its internal social enterprise wing offers 
young people the chance to develop 
practical skills in catering, hospitality and 

tourism, and with such a high demand for 
these jobs locally, many of the participants 
go on to find work.

As well as being named overall winners, 
the CYPT staff also took home the Inno-
vative Practice Team of the Year award 
at the ceremony, held on March 12 at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Glasgow.

Chris Martin, managing director of the 
CYPT, said: ‘This was a complete surprise, 
there are so many incredible charities that 
do so much good work - just to be nominat-
ed was amazing. 

‘There are so many central belt organi-
sations that tend to get more exposure so 
it is just brilliant that a rural project like 
ours has won.’

YOUTH PROJECT: from left, MSP Fiona McLeod, CYPT youth support worker Megan 
Scott, CYPT managing director Chris Martin, Rory Macleod of the CLD Standards 

council and Forth One presenter Arlene Stuart

Rural youth project wins national 
award for employability scheme

Callander

Lismore

LISMORE Gaelic Heritage Centre’s (Comann 
Eachdraidh Lios Mor) series of archaeological walks 
exploring the area around the island’s church, which was 
once a mediaeval cathedral, concluded this month with a 
tour of the interior of the church itself. 

A large and enthusiastic group, led by Douglas Thor-
burn, braved the weather to explore inside and outside the 
church and discuss the history, architecture, and legends 
associated with the existing building. 

Evidence such as the Bronze Age cairn found near the 
site suggests that this had been a special place from early 
times. 

‘There are lots of mysteries about this place,’ said Doug-
las. ‘Only in 1749 do we move on to more certain territory 
about what we know for sure about this building.’

Previous walks had explored the wider church surrounds, 
identifying the remains of the cathedral nave and the 
supposed sanctuary stone to which, according to legend, 
fugitives fled from the Hill of Justice some miles away. 

Also featured were the eight medieval grave slabs, dating 
back to the 13th century, which are in the process of being 
conserved and repaired in an exciting joint project of the 
heritage centre and Lismore Parish Church. 

The archaeological walks will continue next winter, 
monthly.

Jura

TWO of the island’s most popular musicians will head up 
a great night of live music in Jura hall next month.

Craig Rozga and Neil Gow will be joined by The Kirsty 
Law Band for the concert on April 17 to kick off Sound of 
Jura’s 2015 season of live music.

Craig and Neil’s performance will be their first as a duo 
since 2009, when they teamed up for Jura Music Festival’s 
Sunday night concert.

Borders-born Kirsty Law has grown up learning tradi-
tional songs, mainly in the Scots dialect. 

The Kirsty Law Band, which also features Oban fiddle 
player Rona Wilkie and Marit Falt, creates a sound which 
is charged and exciting.

Coll

THE LAST of three eco enterprise courses will be held 
this Saturday at An Cridhe on Coll.

The free course is an introduction to social enterprise 
and includes planning, bookkeeping, costing, pricing, 
marketing and volunteer value.  

There will also be the opportunity to learn eco craft 
techniques and upcycling activities using a variety of 
materials.  

The course will run from 1pm to 5pm.
For more information, contact Tamara Hedderwick on 

07788956031 or email: tamarahedderwick@hotmail.com

THE FIRST ceilidh of the year on Coll will be held at An 
Cridhe this Saturday, March 28.

Organised by the Coll recycling group RecyColl, the 
ceilidh will feature a local group of musicians led by Sam 
Rutherford, starting at 7pm.

RecyColl was established as a voluntary group in 2006 
and runs a range of community recycling, energy efficien-
cy and environmental projects on the island.

The aim of the Recycling Group is to engage with local 
residents, statutory, voluntary and business organisations 
and visitors to promote recycling, re-use and waste min-
imisation.

KINLOCHLEVEN primary school pupils styled some 
unusual self-portraits recently as part of their class pro-
ject.

The primary sevens created their own silhouettes, above, 
similar to the well known Robert Burns image as part of 
their studies on the Scottish poet. 

The posters were displayed in school and other pupils 
guessed who was who for Easter egg prizes but only four 
of 64 children guessed them all correctly. 

Kinlochleven
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Oban needs its Transit Marina NOW!

Oban is losing £1million every year that the transit marina is delayed.
Meanwhile every other port on the west coast including the Western Isles is forging ahead with visitor pontoons for yachts, 

Oban Bay Marine Community Interest Company has worked for eight years with the support of local businesses to have step-
ashore visitor pontoons installed in the most sheltered part of Oban Bay between the piers and study after study over the last 

This is a stand-alone project that could kick-start the growth of the Oban economy - as proved at every other location where 

If work is started NOW it would be possible to have

Clark Thomson Insurance Brokers                                   

Cologin Chalets 

Cuan Mor                                                                    
Eeusk                                                                           

Gem Box                                                                      
Glenview Guesthouse 
Greystones                                                   
Gordons Chemist                                                          

Jackson Butcher                                                        

JM Breckenbridge

Mathesons Furnishings                                                                                                                                      

Trail West Trailer Centre                                      
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OT

UNFORTUNATELY The Wa-
terboys’ classic song never came 
true and the overcast weather 
meant many never saw ‘the whole 
of the moon’ during the solar 
eclipse on Friday in Oban.

St Columba’s primary school 
pupils were well prepared for the 
astronomical event, having made 
special devices to view it without 
damaging their eyes from the 
sun’s harmful rays.

Head teacher Michaelina 
MacLellan said: ‘It was a bit 
disappointing although it did get 
noticeably darker and colder for 
a few minutes. Even though it 
was a bit of an anti-climax, the 
children enjoyed learning about 
the science behind the eclipse, 
and making the boxes, using a 
small pinhole camera to view 
it. Thanks to Oban’s Rogerson 
Shoes and the Factory Shop for 
donating the boxes.’

In the early hours of Wednes-
day morning, March 18,  the 
UK enjoyed the aurora borealis 
particularly on Islay and Jura.

Heavens above offer spectacular solar displays
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

ECLIPSE: The sun rises over the forest of Ben Lora, at Benderloch. Photo courtesy Steve Eccles, Benderloch

BOXED IN: St Columba’s pupils with their pin-hole boxes for viewing the eclipse. 16_t13eclipse01

NORTHERN LIGHTS: Jura photographer Konrad Borkowski captured this illuminating shot of the aurora 
borealis above Jura distillery.

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

Lismore’s women come under spotlight
LISMORE’S female population will be the centre 
of attention at the island’s heritage centre as it 
opens for the 2015 season on Sunday.

The museum is hosting an exhibition, entitled 
Women: Life and Work on Lismore, showing 
pictures and telling stories of how the women 
of Lismore kept the island running, particularly 
through times of war.

Dr Iain McNicol, chairman of Comann 
Eachdraidh Lios Mòr, which runs the museum, 
said: ‘There is a huge amount of information in 
this exhibition and we are more excited about this 
one than any others.’

The start of the season also signals the opening 
of the heritage museum’s cafe and library.  

The museum in the heritage centre, which 
opened on March 17 2007, is the hub of the centre 
and has many informative displays about the 
history of Lismore’s landscape, industry, archi-
tecture and population.

The Women: Life and Work on Lismore exhibi-
tion is one of a number of major exhibitions that 
the museum hosts each year.

In order to help fund the museum, Comann 
Eachdraidh Lios Mòr has recently launched a 
100 club and has invited friends and members of 
the heritage centre to take part. There will be a 
monthly draw, with first prize £100, second £50 
and third £25. More details at http://www.lis-
moregaelicheritagecentre.org/calling-all-friends/

TIMESLINELochaber has ambition too - not 
just Inverness, say councillors

SUNSET SPOT: Glenfi nnan Monument. This stunning image was taken using a drone. Captured by Kyle Macintyre

A SEVENTEEN per cent reduction in total 
recorded crime in the Highlands between 
April and December 2014, with an 18 per 
cent drop in serious and violent crimes, has  
been welcomed by Police Scotland. 

Figures also show that the number of peo-
ple seriously injured in road traffic collisions 
has dropped by 25.2 per cent and the num-
ber of drug-related offences by 15 per cent. 
Chief Superintendent Angus MacPherson 

said: ‘These recent performance figures 
are very encouraging and hopefully demon-
strate Police Scotland Highland and Islands 
Division’s continued effort in keeping our 
local communities safe.’ 

A YOUNG man from Skye, de-
scribed by friends and family as 
‘a true gentleman’, has died in 
Phuket, Thailand.

Liam Colven, 21, from Portree 
was killed in an incident on a 
shooting range at a holiday 
resort. 

Eyewitnesses say a member of 
staff  at the range rushed to Mr 
Colven’s aid but was unable to 
save him. 

FORT William High Street 
was closed for three hours on 
Saturday evening after a man 
on the roof of an Indian res-
taurant threatened to jump 
off  the building.

Emergencies services, 
including paramedics were 
called to  the scene at 9pm.

Police Scotland warned the 
public to stay away while 
offi  cers spoke to the man.

The incident was resolved 
at 12.20am with High Street 
reopened shortly afterward.

A police spokesman said the 
man was not injured.

Reduction in crime welcomed by Highland police 

Islanders vote to 
buy out estate

High Street closed 
in Fort incident

Skye man dies in 
Thai tragedy

A COMMUNITY buy-out vote on 
the island of Great Bernera saw 
a decisive vote of nearly four 
to one in favour of community 
ownership. 

The 5,000-acre buy out would 
include the Great and Little 
Bernera islands in the Outer 
Hebrides, near Lewis.

Of the 85 per cent of the 
population who turned out to 
vote, 142 voted in favour and 37 
against.

Western Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan said: ‘With nearly 80 per 
cent of people on Great Bernera 
voting in favour of ownership 
of the island by the people 
who live there, this represents 
a real opportunity for economic 
development of this area.’

LOCHABER councillors have 
taken steps to have projects 
‘shovel-ready’ in order to spend 
any available capital money that 
may come to the area.

The plans have been brought 
forward by Lochaber members 
of Highland council, who are 
frustrated that there is no mech-
anism in the local authority for 
them to put forward projects 
they would like to see happen.

Taking matters into their own 
hands, and led by area leader 
councillor Thomas MacLennan, 
the seven councillors have now 
come up with a wish list.

Projects that have been ‘wanted 
for the longest time’ include the 
Caol road - known as the A830 
extension - Lochaber Sports 
Association’s proposed indoor 
training facility, a Fort William 
marina and cruise liner facility, 
A861 improvements to Ardnar-
murchan, Invercoe Bridge and 
the Kinlochleven viaduct.

With a tightening budget in the 
Highlands, councillor MacLen-
nan said he did not want these 
priority projects ‘to fall off the 
table’.

He said he was surprised that 
there was no council mechanism 
to allow area committees to 
put forward the capital projects 
councillors considered a priority 
for their areas.

He said: ‘We used to have a 
list of projects for Lochaber 
and it doesn’t seem to be there 
anymore.

‘If we didn’t have a plan with a 
hit list of projects that we want to 
do, we would be foolish.

‘We have to be prepared to 
fight our corner in Inverness and 
having a plan makes that easier.’

He added that if there were 
other capital projects people 
considered a priority, they 
should come forward.

He said: ‘Anyone with an idea 
for a project should bring it to 
councillors or community coun-

cillors so that we can discuss the 
matter in full.

‘We are always open to ideas 
and we want to make sure peo-
ple’s aspirations are reflected in 
our future plans for the area.’

Councillor Brian Murphy 
added: ‘All the things on the list 
have been the result of a lot of 
decision-making over a number 
of years and it is good to finally 
see a list of things we, as council-
lors, want to achieve.

‘I think that Lochaber has to be 
prepared to fight its corner with-
in the Highland council capital 
programme and we are looking 
to make sure we are getting what 
we want.

‘This year we are getting 34 per 
cent of the capital programme 
spending - but that is mainly due 
to new schools.

‘If the money ever fell below 
nine or 10 per cent I would ex-
pect answers as to why that was 
the case.

‘We have plenty of ambition for 
Lochaber - it is not only Inver-
ness that needs investment and 
promotion.’

A spokeswoman for Highland 
council said while it considered 
all the projects important there 
was no commitment to future 
funding for any capital projects. 

In the case of the Lochaber 
Sports Association indoor 
training centre project, which 
suffered a recent set back with 
the council, she said: ‘We were 
anticipating getting the £400,000 
developer contribution from 
Tesco, reducing the council’s 
contribution to £200,000. 

‘Now Tesco has fallen through 
and we are looking at a contribu-
tion of up to £850,000.

‘This sum is too high to be met 
from our capital discretionary 
fund so it has to be considered as 
an addition to the capital plan.’

The council is not due to con-
sider this until the summer.

The spokeswoman confirmed 
that only one of the other pro-
jects, Invercoe Bridge, had been 
considered for capital funding. 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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MACPHEE and Partners, So-
licitors and Estate Agents have 
been shortlisted for employer 
of the year at the Scottish Legal 
Awards being held in Edinburgh 
tonight, Thursday. 

At the heart of this successful 
business are 25 employees who 
the firm  is truly committed to by 
developing and progressing each 
one through the ranks of the firm. 

Kelie Cooper, is nominated for 
paralegal of the year at the same 
awards.  Kelie started with the 
firm as a trainee in the wills and 
executry department. 

Kelie, from Glencoe, qualified 
as a paralegal and works between 
both Fort William and Oban 
offices.

Senior partner, Duncan 
MacPhee, said: ‘Our firm’s ethos is 
to stimulate, develop and support 
our employees.  We endeavour to 
recruit locally, where possible, and 
our main focus is on the retention, 
personal development and pro-
gression of all of our staff, in order 
to maximise their potential yet 
preserving flexibility to fit in with 
their lives.’

Claire MacAlpin, who qualified 
as a solicitor on March 10, 2015, 
began her career at MacPhee’s 
as a secretary to the corporate 
partner. During this period she 
qualified as a conveyancing pa-
ralegal. Claire then transferred 
to the estate agency department 
and was appointed as estate 
agency manager for both Oban 
and Fort William offices. 

Claire was nominated and won 
trainee of the year at the awards 
last year and Kelie as paralegal 
of the year.

Both Claire and Kelie joined 
MacPhee and Partners with no 
previous law experience. 

Claire was offered a position 
with the firm after she completed 
her traineeship and is now work-

FOLLOWING a highly suc-
cessful week, the 41st Lochaber 
Music Festival drew to a close 
last Thursday evening with a 
concert at Caol primary school 
featuring prizewinners and 
other excellent performers from 
across the varied range of class-
es which took place over the five 
days. 

At the end of the evening Mrs 
Jane Strachan presented the 
trophies and awards to the many 
competitors proving the high 

standards in the competition.
Lillian MacDonald, speaking 

for the organisers of the festival, 
said: ‘We are pleased to say that 
entry numbers were sustained 
this year and commend all those 
who entered, for the standard 
of preparation, attendance and 
performance.  

‘This resulted in lively and 
entertaining presentations.

‘The committee once again 
expresses its gratitude to the 
many people in the community 

who support the festival by let-
ting or loaning venues, attending 
events, and providing donations 
and sponsorship. 

‘Without continuing support, 
The Lochaber Music Festival 
would not be able to provide this 
opportunity for young people in 
particular, to demonstrate their 
skills and talents. 

‘Preparations for the 2016 Fes-
tival which takes place between 
March 11 until the 17, is already 
in process.

Staff ethos praised at national awards

ing as a family law solicitor within 
the family law department. 

Katy Mackin, another of the six 
paralegals in the firm is also fully 
qualified after she was originally 
employed as a secretary.  

Katy is another member of the 
family law team.

Katie Lamont has achieved great 
success as she is now the firm’s 
property director.  Katie joined 
the firm as an estate agent with 
a marketing degree in 2007. It 
quickly became clear to the firm 
that Katie had not just excellent 
estate agency skills but her mar-
keting skills were invaluable.

Always on the lookout for 
home-grown talent, Tiree-born 
Heather MacArthur has recently 
been appointed to set up a 
MacPhee’s branch on the island.

Heather grew up on Tiree but 
was keen to return to the island 
after studying and working in 
Glasgow for a number of years.

With Heather as a solicitor 
on the island, the islanders no 
longer have to take a boat or 
plane to meet with their solicitors 
or to market their properties. 
Islanders have commented how 
delighted they are at having this 
service on the island.

The most recent addition to the 

firm is Oban girl, Billie Kirkham. 
Billie is due to start her trainee-

ship in the town’s office. 
Billie left Oban to study her 

law degree at Aberdeen Univer-
sity.  She is completing her law 
diploma at Edinburgh University 
and after a short break will start 
her traineeship.

The firm prides itself on many 
of its achievements and successes 
and believes that with the right 
team in place it will continue to 
prosper.

Established in 1996, MacPhee 
and Partners have quickly 
evolved to become one of the 
leading solicitor and estate agen-
cy firms in the West Highlands.

With a passion for their busi-
ness, the firm purpose-built their 
landmark Fort William office in 
2002 with a further expansion to 
Oban in 2006 and a more recent 
expansion to Tiree in 2015.

Chloe Reynolds, left, and Cara Venn-MacNeil, winners of the piano duet 20_f13musicfest11

Prizewinners in the Rosemary Galer memorial trophy 20_f13musicfest09

Helena Rose 20_f13musicfest15

Nether Lochaber Scottish country dancing club 20_f13musicfest10

From left: Nia Reid, Ruby Clark, Holly Dodman and Lauren Jones of Banavie 
primary school  20_f13musicfest07 Fergus Munro and Helena Rose 20_f13musicfest13

Aaran Stephen, Fort William R.C 
Gaelic medium 20_f13musicfest05

Rosie Clark and Antony Hook 20_f13musicfest12

Struan, left, and Stephen Clark, Spean Bridge primary 
school 20_f13musicfest04

Owen Pescod, Banavie primary school 
20_f13musicfest06

Lucy MacIntyre 20_f13musicfest03

Trophy winners gathered at the grand fi nal concert on Thursday night 20_f13musicfest01

Excellent standards 
praised at musical 
festival in Lochaber

Natalie Brayshaw, orchestral woodwind solo winner. 20_f13musicfest16

Laura Robertson from Fort William 
R.C primary school 20_f13musicfest08

Lucy MacIntyre and Jake Sessions 20_f13musicfest02
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

SPONSORS

LAST 
WEEK’S 

SOLUTION

SPRING EDITION 
OUT NOW

www.scotsheritagemagazine.com
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Across
1 One who proves it to be incorrect (7)
5 Tips (5)
8 Affectedly (13)
9 Detachable container (3)
10 Midway players (9)
12 Hard to see through (6)
13 Currant cake town (6)
15 Before last night (9)
16 Small hours (3)
18 The leaving of public ownership (13)
20 Money in the bank (5)
21 Surrounding the yellow, held within the 

white of an egg (4,3)

Down
1 Shred (3,2)
2 Errors of speech that may hold the real 

meaning (8,5)
3 Birds nest? (4,5)
4 Faze (6)
5 Couple (3)
6 Game where it's best to be seated (7,6)
7 Astringency (7)
11 Molecule C60 (9)
12 Exhibition centre in London (7)
14 A rare thing (6)
17 Boom from above (5)
19 Appear on stage (3)

GED A THA MI air moladh a 
dhèanamh iomadach uair air na 
buannachdan a dh’fhaodas cum-
hachd ath-nuadhachail a bhuile-
achadh dha coimhearsnachdan, gu 
h-àraid air an iomall, tha mi cuide-
achd a’ tuigsinn carson a bhiodh 
cuid glè dhraghail mun bhuaidh a th’ 
aig tuathan-gaoithe air eireachdas 
na dùthcha. 

Tha maise na Gàidhealtachd ’s nan 
Eilean air a bhith a’ tàladh luchd-
turais an seo fad linntean agus far 
am bheil gnìomhachas turasachd air 
fàs chun na h-ìre agus chun an luach 
aig am bheil e,  dh’fheumte a bhith 
gu math faiceallach nach dèante 
dad a mhilleadh air an teachd-an-tìr 
phrìseil sin. 

Tuigear mar sin carson a tha uimhir 
a dhragh air daoine a tha an urra ri 
turasachd air bruaichean Loch Nis, 
mun an ìre gum bheil tuathan-gao-
ithe a’ leudachadh feadh a’ Ghlinne 
Mhòir. 

Le cead dealbhachaidh a-nise 
aig còrr air còig ceud crann feadh 
mhonaidhean a’ Ghlinne, chan eil 
e cur iongnadh sam bith ormsa gum 
bheil iomairt ùr air tòiseachadh gus 

feuchainn ri stad a chur air a chòrr.
Glè thrice ’s e càirdeas anshocair 

a tha eadar leasachadh eaconamach 
agus luchd-dìon na h-àrainneachd, 
ach le faiceall agus conaltradh, 
tha cothromachadh agus aonta ga 
ruigheachd anns a’ mhòr-chuid de 
shuidheachaidhean.

’S e mo bheachd fhìn gum biodh 
mòran na bu lugha de strì ann nam 
biodh ughdarrasan dealbhachaidh 
a’ comharrachadh na làraich anns 
am biodh iad deònach leithid tua-
than-gaoithe a cheadachadh, agus 
anns an dòigh sin a’ dearbhadh na 
sgìrean a bhiodh air an gleidheadh 
mar a tha iad. 

Bhiodh sin a’ ciallachadh gun 
gabhadh deasbadan agus conaltradh 
a dhèanamh fada ro-làimh a thaobh 
sgìrean leasachaidh agus chaom-
haineadh an cleas obrach seo mòran 
cosgais. 

Mar a tha cùisean an-dràsta, chan 
eil làrach sam bith ‘sàbhailte’ agus 
chan eil fios aig coimhearsnachdan 
cuin a dh’fhaodadh iomairt ùr 
nochdadh gus tuath-gaoithe a stèid-
heachadh anns an nàbachd aca. 

Beagan bhliadhnaichean air ais 
is mi a’ siubhal air trèan eadar 
Hamburg agus Flennsberg air crìoch 
a tuath na Gearmailt, bhuail e orm 
mar a dh’fhaodas cruinn buaidh a 

thoirt air sealladh na sgìre. 
Bha sinn a’ siubhal tro choille de 

chruinn-gaoithe, ach cha robh iad 
àrd idir taca ris an fheadhainn a 
thathas a’ togail an seo a-nise. 

Saoilidh mi gum bheil an t-àm aig 
an Riaghaltas agus aig luchd-deal-
bhachaidh na dùthcha co-dhùnadh 
soilleir a dhèanamh air an àireamh 
de thuathan-gaoithe a tha gu bhith 
ceadaichte, oir tha rud eadar ciall is 
cuthach!

WHERE communities have devel-
oped successful tourism businesses 
over many years it is easy to under-
stand why they should be concerned 
at the prospect of developments 
which might damage the unique 
scenery which is the core of their 
business product.  

With more than 500 masts now 
approved in the Great Glen area it is 
not surprising that a new campaign 
has been launched to halt the expan-
sion of wind farms in the area. 

Is it not time for Government plan-
ners to identify approved sites and 
the scale of permitted development.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Film G awards head 
to Old Fruitmarket
THIS Friday, March 27, will be a 
chance for the Gaelic world folk to 
don their ‘posh frocks’ in The Old 
Fruitmarket for the FilmG Awards – 
MG Alba’s annual Gaelic short film 
competition.

 FilmG (which is delivered by 
Cànan, the multi-media company 
based on the Isle of Skye) was 
launched in 2008 in order to develop 
new talent for BBC ALBA which 
was launched in the same year. 

Since its conception, the com-
petition has received more than 
400 Gaelic short films entries and 
proved the catalyst for many careers 
in Gaelic television broadcasting. 

There will be 380 attendees on 
Friday night, 100 of whom will be 
school children who have entered 
films into the 12-17-year-old section. 

On a personal note, I am delighted 
to be playing at the ceremony with 
Skipinnish. 

Also taking the stage will be all 
sorts of celebrities – from Cherry 
MacDonald, star of BBC Alba’s 
Katie Morag, to Still Game’s San-
jeev Kohli who has been learning to 
speak Gaelic. It looks set to be an 
incredible night. I’m off to polish my 
brogues.

Gents get together 
for fi rst concert

LAST Saturday, March 21, a new 
duo from the Highlands announced 
their arrival onto the vibrant Glas-
gow music scene with a concert in 
The Vale Bar on Dundas Street. 

Gents (Ardnamurchan based Alex-
ander MacGregor and Allan Nairn) 
pulled a significant crowd to the 
intimate venue for their debut gig. 

They were supported on the night 
by soloist Shanine Gallagher, and 
also by Donald MacDonald – with 
whom the boys play in another band 
called Sink Ships, formerly known as 
Donald MacDonald and the Islands.

 Gents have a unique sound – 
Zander plays the drums while 
Allan sings and plays electric guitar 
through a bass pedal. 

The boys have been writing and 

playing music since their high school 
days, and have played in numerous 
different line-ups together, so they 
have now decided to find the time to 
try out some of their own material. I 
dare say this will not be the last we 
hear of Gents.

Coinneamh 
bhliadhnail 2015

THE Glasgow University Comunn 
Oiseanach will hold its AGM in the 
Gaelic department of the university 
on Friday, March 27. 

Members will choose a new com-
mittee for the year ahead, while 
looking back at another busy year for 
the society. 

After the meeting, they plan to 
hold a dinner and a ‘partaidh mòr’ 
(big party). 

Considering the scale of the 
average-sized parties the Comunn 
Oiseanach holds, I dread to think 
how big a ‘big party’ will be.

Stirling branch AGM 
followed by cèilidh

THE Stirling Branch of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach had its annual general 
meeting on Saturday, March 14 
followed by the final ceilidh of the 
session. 

Ainsley Hamill, Eilidh Munro, 
Norman MacKinnon, the Cluaran 
Dancers and piper Dr Innes Smith 
made for a very fine ceilidh. The next 
season will commence on September 
19.

Glasgow Skye 
children’s concert

YOUNGSTERS from around Glas-
gow provided the entertainment for 
a lovely evening at the Airlie Theatre 
on Friday, March 20. 

From Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, 
Eila McIlhinney piped and her sister 
Yelena danced to their mother’s 
singing. 

Scarlet Stark sang, Anndra Monk 
told a story, Archie Campbell gave a 
recitation, and Karis MacMillan and 
Maria Monk both danced. 

Rory MacDiarmid demonstrated 
his skill on the accordion and was in 
fine voice with a couple of songs, as 

was his young brother, Conal, who 
sang some puirt a’ beul. 

Meadowburn primary was ably rep-
resented by its folk group, its choir 
(conducted by Jennifer Campbell), 
and Mia Galanti, who sang solo. 

Riona Kennedy was there from 
Condorrat primary to give a couple 
of tunes on the fiddle. 

The evening was (chaired by 
Seumas Campbell) an encouraging 
evening for the future of the lan-
guage and culture.

Solar eclipse? What 
solar eclipse? 

THE disappearance of the sun is 
hardly a rare event in Glasgow, so 
it was with no small scepticism that 
I watched a reporter on the news 
claim that the streets of the city were 
filled with excited punters ‘jumping 
up and down’ at the prospect of this 
solar eclipse. 

In Partick, at least, this turned out 
to be something of an exaggeration. 

I headed down to Mansfield Square 
to find about a dozen unimpressed 
people gazing up at a thick mass of 
cloud, and one elderly lady asking 
me: ‘Son, is it just my glasses, or is 
there really nothing whatsoever to be 
seen?’ 

What’s on

Friday March 27: FilmG awards in 
the Old Fruitmarket.
Frid ay March 27: The Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association Ceilidh 
Dance in the Crawford Hall.
Wednesday April 1: An Lòchran’s 
Gaelic Music Session at the Partick 
Brewing Company.
Friday April 17: Clydebank and Dis-
trict Highland Association Cèilidh 
in aid of Erskine Hospital in the 
Napier Hall, Old Kilpatrick. 

Pub Scene
Park Bar:
Thursday March 26: Open Session.
Friday March 27: Trail West.
Saturday March 28: Skipinnish.
Sunday March 29: Trail West.
Islay Inn:
Friday March 27: The Keelies.
Saturday March 28: Old Skool.
Sunday March 29: Open Mic.

In this week’s photo from the archives of the Oban Times in  June 2000, Oban Horticultural Society members handed 
over a cheque for £200, raised from the previous year’s show, minus the costs of that year’s show to representatives 
of those fund-raising for a hospice for Oban. Digital versions of fl ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to 

editor@obantimes.co.uk or prints sent in to Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a 
print returned should include a stamped, addressed envelope.

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
decided on Thursday last week to 
allow Oban Communtities Trust to 
buy the former Rockfield Primary 
School for £1,000 to turn it into a 
community arts and cultural hub.

The Oban Times Facebook page 
users were delighted with the news:

Joyce Cherry: Well done the com-
munity of Oban....

Julie McKenzie: Brilliant news. 

Hopefully this will herald a change 
for the future with decisions made by 
the Council on other community led 
projects. 

John Robertson: Excellent! 
Hopefully it’s made in to a wrestling 
academy so we can discover the next 
Rowdy Roddy Piper or the next 
Highlanders...

A potential hot bed for future 
grappling Hall Of Famers.

Hazel Jeffery-Thomson:  Great news!
Alison Phimister: It’s such a beau-

tiful building. 
Catherine Farlow: Love the pics of 

my old school.
Jacqui Wilson: Just glad something 

has been decided at last.
Sheena O’Donnell: Well done.
Gian Paolo Bove: Awesome.
Noah Dancer Demooy: Would be a 

great place for a skatepark.

Disappointing news 
on Oban pontoons

Sir
With the start of another what prom-
ises to be an extremely busy season 
for us, how disappointing it is to find 
out that Argyll and Bute council has 
given up on all of its promises for the 
development of a marina in Oban 
Bay. 

Our bookings have grown year by 
year but we desperately need a ‘step 
ashore’ facility for our business to 
keep growing.  

We have invested, like many 
businesses in the Oban area, huge 
amounts of time, energy and money 
into developing our business and 
making it successful.  

If the council showed even a small 
proportion of this commitment then 
the marina would go ahead with 
Oban and the surrounding area 
prospering accordingly and becom-
ing the true ‘gateway to the Western 
isles’.

Other much smaller communities 
have done it with unbridled success 
and they have not had the infrastruc-
ture that Oban has to offer.

The one thing that Scotland has is 
its outstanding scenery and wildlife 

and related tourism. It’s a massive 
growth industry that we can all 
benefit from.  

Come on, let’s step aboard with the 
Oban Bay development and not let it 
sink into oblivion. 

All it needs is the courage to make 
one small start and then watch it 
grow into a huge success.

Rob Barlow, Hebrides Cruises,
Oban

Rethink needed on 
Oban transit marina

Sir,
It is time for a serious rethink.

How do we the people of Oban 
move forward? 

By reflecting on how we got here.
Decisions in Argyll and Bute 

council are often effectively made 
‘behind closed doors’, ie in secret, 
with, for example, commercial 
confidentiality often used as a 
mechanism to exclude the public 
and press. 

Sensitive issues could easily be 
dealt with as a separate matter, 
without in any way adversely affect-
ing the process.

This mostly explains why we do 

not know the reasons that a transit 
marina has failed to materialise 
during all of my entire working life 
since graduating in the ’70s.

How can we move forward?
By meaningfully re-engaging fully 

with the public at large. 
With an initiative which brings out 

better involvement, interaction and 
input, including local businesses 
and professionals, using tried and 
tested methodologies. 

This would bring about the ability 
to scrutinise, review and, where 
necessary, change decisions for the 
best possible outcome. 

It would  also vastly improve a 
genuine inclusive engagement with 
opposition councillors. 

This should bring  about a further 
benefit, which is currently missing.

Not only would we then find a pos-
itive way forward, within a prede-
termined time frame, but CHORD 
and TIF funding could be used to 
better effect as part of a joined up 
approach.

The future of the Oban area would 
be much better determined for the 
benefit of the local community and 
visitors alike.

Iain Stewart MacLean, 
Argyll and Bute councillor ward 5, 

Oban North and Lorn

The plight of Connel seaman Billy Irving is an 
indictment against the administration of the law 
and an affront to natural justice. 

He and his five fellow crewmen have been tried and 
severely tested in an Indian court of law and found to be 
innocent of the charges levelled at them. 

Yet he and his colleagues are denied their liberty and 
cannot return home to their loved ones and friends 
because of some bureaucratic red tape disguised as 
an appeal by the Tamil Nadu police against the court 
verdicts.

Mr Irving has now effectively been held captive by the 
Indian authorities for 18 months, during which time his 

partner has given birth to their son, William Archie. 
It’s a national disgrace that a British subject can be 

treated in such an appalling manner.
He has been told that the discreet, quiet effectiveness 

of British diplomacy is the best way to secure his safe 
return to his family and friends in Argyll.

That advice may sit well with embassy staff who can 
return to their homes every night for tiffin while Billy, 
in his own words, ‘rots’ in captivity.

The time has come for the Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, the UK government and Argyll’s MP to speak 
out about this outrage. Subtle diplomacy doesn’t appear 
to be working; it’s time to look out the megaphone. 
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FORT William primary school pupils said 
their goodbyes to family and friends on 
Friday when they boarded a train to ‘who 
knows where’.

The children arrived at the town’s train 
station armed with gas masks, suitcases 
and name tags to learn how it felt for 
youngsters to be evacuated as part of their 
project on World War Two. 

Fort William primary school pupils prepare to be evacuated 20_f13fortps01

Christian Martin, left, and Cameron 
Stephen on the train to who knows 

where 20_f13fortps02

Family faces eviction threat for 
taking child from damp house 
PARENTS of a toddler were 
threatened with eviction after 
damp and freezing temperatures 
in their home forced them to 
leave. 

A broken window in Robbie 
Elder and Nadine Beaton’s Fort 
William house has meant the 
couple and their 19-month-old 
son, Leo, have been shivering in 
their home since they moved in 
last December.

But an angry Mr Elder said he 
has been appealing to his High-

land council landlords to repair 
the window for months, with no 
success. 

He said: ‘It’s such a small prob-
lem that would be so easy to fix 
but nothing has been done. 

‘We’re paying about £10 per day 
for electricity just now but all the 
heating is going straight out the 
window. 

‘During the snow and cold snap 
recently we had to take Leo to 
live with his gran because it was 
absolutely freezing in the house 

but when we came back we had 
a letter posted through the 
door saying we were going to be 
evicted because we hadn’t been 
staying in the house.

‘If they can spend time to 
find out when we’re not staying 
there, why can’t they take an 
hour to get someone out to fix 
the window?’ 

The 22-year-old added Leo 
has been suffering from seizures 
which have become much worse 
since moving into the house. 

FORT William is set to have 
a makeover this weekend as 
members of the town team 
prepare for a spring clean.

The determined group, along 
with members of Zero Waste 
Lochaber will don rubber 
gloves on Saturday and Sunday 
and are encouraging volun-
teers to come along to help. 

The team will be working all 
over the town centre, washing 
street furniture, litter picking, 
weeding and tidying.

Members have asked vol-
unteers to meet at 1.30pm on 
both days, at the old putting 
green shed on the Parade 
and to bring trowels, brushes, 
buckets and anything else they 
may need. 

The town team will supply 
bin bags, gardening gloves, 
litter pickers and high visibility 
vests. 

Refreshments will be availa-
ble at the end of the day and 
volunteering at the event will 
count towards the young per-
son’s Saltire award. 

For more information contact 
Lewis Fife on 01397 700090 
or zwslochaber@gmail.com 
or search Fort William town 
team on Facebook. 

Down’s syndrome 
day to help MSPs
DOWN’S Syndrome Scotland, 
which supports people with 
the condition, their families 
and professionals, organised 
an exhibition for MSPs at 
the Scottish Parliament to 
highlight Down’s Syndrome 
Awareness Week and the 
United Nations World Down’s 
Syndrome Day.

Dave Thompson, SNP 
MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch welcomed the 
opportunity to learn a little 
more about Down’s syndrome 
to represent and help 
constituents. 

Mr Thompson said: ‘Children 
with Down’s syndrome and 
their parents need continuous 
support with speech and 
language therapy.  

‘Communication is key to 
inclusion.’

Community woods 
opens its doors

SECRETARY of State for 
Scotland, Alistair Carmichael 
MP, hosted a special reception 
at Dover House in London, 
in honour of the ‘sister’ insti-
tutions, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
on Skye and Ionad Chaluim 
Chille Ìle on Islay. 

The reception was held to 
honour and celebrate the 
important work being done 
by both these institutions to 
regenerate and revitalise the 
Gaelic language, culture be-
yond the communities which 
house them.

MEMBERS of Fort William British 
Legion are ‘really pleased’ with the 
success of their afternoon tea.

The event held in the Alexandra Ho-
tel was organised by the group to allow 
fellow British Legion members and 
armed forces veterans to get together 
on Saturday March 7.

Kevin Lane, of Fort William Royal 
British Legion Scotland, said ‘It went 
really well, we’re really pleased. 

‘We had about 30 people over the 

course of the afternoon but the most 
successful part is we had people there 
from members to ex-armed forces who 
said they really benefited from being 
able to have a chat with like-minded 
people. In that respect our aim of 
improving the wellbeing of members 
and veterans was met.

‘A special thanks to Brian Hume 
(manager of the Alexandra Hotel), as 
it was his kindness that allowed us to 
use the Alex for the event.’ 

WELCOME: Members of Fort William’s Royal British Legion Scotland branch 
hosted an afternoon tea for members and army veterans 

Tea time treat proves to be a 
healing touch for veterans

Pupils follow in WWII evacuees’ footsteps

Gloves come out 
as spring in air 

THE CENTRE for Recreation and 
Tourism Research (CRTR) at West 
Highland College has secured a grant for 
an international project.

Slow Adventures in Northern Territories 
will use expertise from Ireland, Finland, 
Norway, Iceland, Northern Ireland and 
Sweden in a three-year project funded 
by the Northern Periphery and Arctic 
Programme 2014 – 2020.

CRTR’s director, Dr Peter Varley, said: 
‘This is a wonderful opportunity to place 
CRTR and West Highland College UHI 

at the centre of adventure tourism devel-
opment in northern Europe.  

‘Slow adventure activities draw upon 
ideas from the partners’ cultures and 
histories, such as immersive journeys 
through natural places, drawing upon 
elements of wild food, comfort in the 
outdoors and an enhanced engagement 
with place.  

‘These experiences are a great way of 
engaging consumers with the natural and 
cultural capital of Northern Europe’s 
wild areas.’

DON’T BE duped by scam parcel post-
cards,  has Highland Council warned 
householders.

Trading standard officers say they are 
aware that scam postcards are being 
delivered to residents’ homes claiming 
that a parcel containing jewellery or 
valuables worth up to £50 are waiting the 
homeowner.

The message on the postcard states: 
‘The office is attempting to reach you. 
To claim this parcel and accept this offer, 

you must telephone the number below 
immediately and arrange for a delivery. 

‘The item is prepaid, but a processing 
and delivery free of £10 must be remitted. 

‘This fee can be paid only by telephone 
and only with a credit card (VISA or 
MasterCard). This is your only notifica-
tion.’

Bank details may then be fraudulently 
used to take money from customer’s 
accounts. Anyone receiving these cards 
should report it to Highland council. 

All in a Ballachulish day’s work 
CABIN FEVER: Pupils from Ballachulish primary school paid a visit to The Cabin 
Cafe and Garden Centre. The children were shown around by staff , decorated 

cakes with them and planted seeds in the poly tunnel

College not slow on uptake for 
international adventure project 

Postcard warning as scam targets 
parcel services in Highlands

A COMMITMENT to eradicat-
ing the scourge of doorstep 
crime and bogus callers 
has been made by Police 
Scotland. 

Victims of bogus callers 
and doorstep crime are 
often unaware the crime 
has been committed, feel 
so embarrassed they are 
unable to go to the police, 
and fear a loss of independ-
ence, while facing fi nancial 
uncertainty in the future. 

Operation Monarda drives 
home the message ‘If in 
doubt, keep them out’.

GLENGARRY community 
woodland wants as many 
members as possible to join 
it to make the most of the 
community asset.

The group will reveal the 
results of its feasibility 
study completed by con-
sultants Chris Piper and 
Fiona Chalmers on Saturday, 
March 28 in the community 
hall.  

At the  same time the pub-
lic is being asked to consider 
becoming members of the 
new limited company, with 
charitable status, Glengarry 
Community Woodlands.

It is free to join and will 
allow the group to apply for 
funding and to implement 
the feasibility study and 
business plan in the future. 

LOCHABER Local History 
Society will host the last talk 
of the season from Roddy 
Mainland on Colonel John 
Cameron of Fassifern. 

The tall obelisk in front of 
Kilmallie Church was erected 
in his name after his death 
two days before the Battle of 
Waterloo at Quatre Bras.

Roddy will speak of his life 
and legacy – and will speak of 
the project to rejuvenate the 
obelisk and commemorate 
Colonel Cameron’s death in 
June. 

A display will show some 
artefacts relating to life and 
death of the colonel of the 
92nd Regiment. An interesting 
evening is guaranteed at the 
Ben Nevis Hotel at 8pm on 
Thursday April 2. 

Colonel Cameron 
remembered

Closing the door 
on bogus callers

WORK to shore up a breach 
in the Caledonian Canal south 
of Fort Augustus is going well, 
says Scottish Canals.

Passage through the canal 
was stopped when heavy rains 
and snow-melt saw a weir 
near Cullochy being partially 
washed away nearly three 
weeks ago, leading to a major 
breach of an embankment.

Scottish Canals estimated at 
the time it would be the end of 
April before the Caledonian 
Canal would be open again to 
sea-to-sea traffic.

The organisation says a tem-
porary dam has already been 
completed at Aberchalder 
Bridge and test bore holes have 
confirmed that the breach can 
be closed with sheet piling.

Work to consolidate the 
remaining section of the weir 
is also well underway.

A spokesperson for Scottish 
Canals said: ‘We are also 
pleased to report that we are 
a few days ahead of the indic-
ative schedule we gave but it 
is important to note that we 
still have some challenging key 
stages to deliver. 

‘However, we indicated our 
hopes of reopening the canal 
to navigation on April 30 and 
we can confirm that we are 
confident of achieving this 
timescale.’

Temporary dam 
completed on 
breached canal

Capital welcome 
to Gaelic colleges

He said: ‘Leo had only ever had 
one seizure before we moved in 
but in the last wee while it has 
been five or six. 

‘We don’t know for sure what 
the cause of the seizures is but 
living here definitely won’t be 
helping him.

‘The damp is all round the win-
dow but we’re starting to find it 
in the bathroom and bedrooms.’ 

Highland council was unable to 
comment on the situation before 
the Oban Times went to press.

We had to 
take Leo to 
live with his 
Gran ”         
                    Robbie Elder

Tenant

Parkhouse Building Services
INSTALLING BIOMASS BOILERS 

& SOLAR PV IN YOUR AREA!
BIOMASS PRICES START FROM £16,000 

UP TO END OF APRIL 2015!

SOLAR PV STARTS AT £3995 
UP TO END OF APRIL 2015!

Call us on 01506 243683
Website - www.parkhousebuildingservices.com 
or Email-info@parkhousebuildingservices.com

Parkhouse Building Services 
are now offering branded 

Biomass Boiler products such 

Become less dependant on 
the energy suppliers with 
energy storage systems 

from £8995! 

TRY OUR NEW WORLD CLASS AUSTRIAN MADE 
EVOWORLD BIOMASS BOILER C/W 10 YEAR WARRANTY!

SOLAR PV FROM £3995!
PEACE OF MIND INVERTER AND PANEL WARRANTIES UP TO 20 YEARS!
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glorious
food

food

Old Puteney
30 years old
44% ABV
My work takes me 
away from Argyll 
sometimes - that is 
why I found myself 
in Wick on the pon-
toons taking pic-
tures of an elderly 
policeman outside 
a distillery.
This was my first 
actual visit to Wick. 
I had been in my 
imagination many 
times as a child, 
my minister - a fine 
Presbyterian the 
Reverend William 
Lyall gave many a 
children’ address 
on the North East 
town.
Reverend Lyall 
convinced me, as 
I burnt my shoes 
on the rather rustic 
church pipe heating 
system, that the Mr 
Men series of books 
all epitomised char-
acters in the town.
My adventure in 
the town had so far 
proved the case - 

that was until I met 
the elderly police-
man, who I should 
mention was off 
duty.
It turns out he was 
in fact Mr Whisky. 
A book that is not 
currently in the se-
ries, but should be. 
And if Mr Whisky 
was drinking a fine 
glass of sea fuelled 
whisky it would be, 
I have no doubt, the 
quite wonderful Old 
Pulteney 30 years 
old, and single but 
my goodness it is 
the tipple of the 
gods.

 Louise Lee 

THE FOOD of Argyll and the isles is going to be 
high on the agenda after a £30,000 boost to mar-
ket some of the fi nest foods in the country.

That was the news delivered at the annual gen-
eral meeting of Oban, Lorn and the Isles Tourism 
Association (OLTA).

Linda Battison, the outgoing chairwoman of the 
association, said: ‘As soon as VisitScotland unveiled 
the fund we knew we were the right destination 
to take on promoting our food. We have been 
promoting Oban as the seafood capital for years.

‘Originally we had worked  on a collaborate pro-
ject with BID4Oban but we go out of the 30-mile 
zone and our aims don’t always match up with 
each others.

‘We couldn’t possibly not go ahead, so we have 
found enough money for a £30,000 project to 
market Oban Morsels - a platform for using food 
and drink to bring people to the area.

‘We got the green light on our application for 
£15,000, which we have matched. We are one of 
only two projects which were successful funding 
for the fi rst round of the food and drink growth 
fund money.

‘Everything is designed to drive more traffi  c to 
the website and get people involved with food 
and drink and then growing the other businesses 
around that.’

The group already plans to use the marketing 
campaign at the Tourism Expo in Aberdeen and 
has already set up an ‘on-pack’ promotion with 
Inverawe Smokehouse. ‘It was tight timing to get 
the funding but we made it,’ said Linda.

David Adams McGilp, for VisitScotland, said: ‘We 

are delighted to help the Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Association build on the excellent work of the 
Seafood Capital of Scotland campaign.

‘This £15,000 award from the Food and Drink 
Growth Fund will help to further raise the profi le 
of the outstanding produce on off er in the area.

‘It will also encourage tourism businesses to work 
together and inspire even more visitors to come 
and enjoy a taste of Oban and Lorn.

‘The Year of Food and Drink 2015 is all about 
celebrating our exceptional natural larder, the 
role food and drink plays in shaping our economic 
success and the people, landscapes and culture 
that make our food heritage unique.’

Pictured are members of Oban and Lorn Tourism 
Association at the meeting when the marketing 
funding was announced. 

£30k boost to promote Argyll food 

Laura McIntyre and Andrew Pinkerton  Tony Hill, Cameron Smith and Graeme Bass

Nick Hunter, Audrey Carter, Calum Ross and Linda Battison



SUNDAY CARVERY

   www.theolivegardenoban.co.uk

ANTIPASTO BAR
Booking advisable

FRESH ROAST CARVERY
3 courses £12.95

main course £8.95
under 12’s £6.50                                                                                                                               

HOME MADE DESSERT SELECTION

01631 570347

From 12noon to 4.30pm 
every Sunday

Railway Pier, Oban PA34 4LW        

@
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John McNulty has come home 
- and great home cooking is 
what he does best.
The Chef Patron of the 
Taynuilt Hotel, who hails 
from Tayvallich, has worked 

establishments but his 
favourite food style is gastro-
pub - good, honest and hearty. 
The recently refurbished 
coaching inn, a 20-minute 
drive from Oban and easily 
reachable by train, has 
become the place to go for 
lunch, and we have 16 of 
them to give away!
Nestling at the foot of Ben 
Cruachan between Loch 
Etive and Loch Awe, the 
10-bedroom hotel is the 
perfect base for exploring the 
Hebrides and West coast.  

“Lunches here can be the 
central point of a glorious 
day out in some of Scotland’s 
most beautiful scenery,” 
said John, formerly at the 
renowned Kilberry Inn 
seafood restaurant. 
Served seven days a week, 
the freshly prepared, daily 
changing menu offers a large 
variety of meat, game and 

burgers, smoked salmon, 

tonic batter, sandwiches, 
baguettes, brownies, freshly 

toffee pudding are regularly 
available for lunch. 
To make a lunch, dinner 
or room reservation call 
01866 822 437 or email: 
enquiries@taynuilthotel.co.uk

Answer ...........................................................................................................

Name ..............................................................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................................

Postcode ........................................................................................................

Telephone .......................................................................................................

Email ..............................................................................................................
     Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive information from the Taynuilt Hotel
Terms and conditions: The prize is as stated. The prize can be redeemed 7 days a week but 
must be pre-booked. Drinks are not included. The prize must be used by 30 September 2015. 

accepted. Winners with the correct answer will be chosen at random. Winners must be willing 
to take part in publicity and their name may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. 

The Taynuilt Hotel is offering 4 lucky readers of The Oban Times the 
chance to win a delicious 2 course lunch for 4 people at the hotel, 
worth £18.50 per person. 
To enter simply answer the following question, complete the coupon and 
post it to: Taynuilt Hotel Competition, Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll, PA34 4HB. Entries must be submitted by Monday 20th April.

QUESTION: The Taynuilt Hotel is beside which mountain?

W
INLUNCH FOR 4 PEOPLE

AT THE TAYNUILT HOTEL - WORTH £74!

COMPETITION

SERVED EVERYDAY LUNCH & DINNER

STARTERS

Soup / Beer bite buckets / Nachos / Combo Platter / Sliders

MAINS

BBQ Pulled Pork / Full Rack Baby Ribs / Cajun Chicken

Sizzling Chicken Fajitas / Vegetable Fajitas / All Day Breakfast

 Ceasar Salad / Beer Battered Fish / Mac Cheese 

UNDER 500 CALORIES

Smoked Haddock & Pea Risotto / Moroccan Chicken

BURGERS & DOGS • PIZZAS • DESSERTS

PANINIS • TORTILLAS • WRAPS • OVEN BAKED POTATOES

OVER 40 MALT 
WHISKIES

GREAT FOOD 
& DRINKS

GREAT 
FACILITIES

LIVE 
MUSIC

1 Tip the mussels into the 
sink or a large bowl of 
cold water. Swish them 

around with your hands 
to wash them thoroughly. 
Use a small sharp knife to 
scrape off  any barnacles 
attached to the shells. 

1kg fresh mussels, in shells

Small glass white wine

1 Shallot, fi nely chopped

Chopped parsley, to serve

Method

Ingredients

Mussels, white wine & parsley
Scotland, and in particular the west coast, is renowned for the high quality of seafood. The clear, clean waters and 
rugged coastline are perfect for a whole variety of shellfi sh, including mussels. Scottish mussels are cheap, sustainable 
and surprisingly simple to prepare and easy to cook. Their sweet and salty orange-coloured fl esh is best enjoyed after 
steaming in a pan for a couple of minutes. Try this simple recipe for a taste of the sea, perfect as a starter.

Discard any mussels with 
broken shells.

2Pull off  the beards 
using the knife to 
help you – they just 

need a good tug. The 
beard is the brown wispy 
bit hanging out of the 
join in the shells. Not all 
mussels will have beards.    

3If any mussels are 
open, tap them 
sharply against the 

side of the sink, worktop 
or with a knife. If they 
don’t close, discard 
them – they are dead and 
not edible.

4Rinse the mussels 
again in fresh cold 
water to remove any 

bits of shell or barnacle, 
and drain in a colander. 
Tip the mussels into 
a large pan, then add 
the wine and chopped 
shallot. The pan should 
not be more than half 
full – the mussels need 
plenty of space to move 
around so that they cook 
thoroughly.

5Set the pan over a 
high heat and cover 
tightly with a lid. 

When the pan starts to 

steam, cook the mussels 
for 3-4 mins, shaking the 
pan from time to time to 
ensure they cook evenly. 
They are cooked when 
the shells have opened. 
Mussels that have not 
opened are fi ne to eat if 
they can be easily opened.

6Remove the pan from 
the heat to stop the 
mussels cooking 

any further. Sprinkle with 
chopped parsley, then 
spoon them into warmed 
bowls and pour over the 
pan juices.

2015 is Scotland’s Year of Food and  Drink, a 
Scottish government initiative being led by 

EventScotland and VisitScotland supported by 
Scotland Food and Drink, SRUC (Scottish Rural 
College), Scottish Enterprise, Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, the Scottish Tourism Alliance and 
Young Scot.

The events and activities delivered in support 
of the year will be promoted though a signifi cant 
marketing drive from VisitScotland, building on 
the highly successful Surprise Yourself campaign.    

The year will be used as an opportunity to pro-
mote messaging around Scotland’s quality food 
and drink produce and outstanding natural larder, 
the opportunities to enjoy it at establishments and 
events and festivals across the country and to in-
crease visitor spend on food and drink during 2015.

From the venison of the 
Glens to Argyll lamb 

and the dairy produce of 
Kintyre, Mull and Arran 
there really is much 
to celebrate for West 
Highland food pro-
ducers.

Whether you’re buying a 
gift, looking for that special something or 
keen to reduce the food miles on your plate, you 
won’t be left wanting by looking local.

The West Highlands is home to a treasure trove 
of local producers, including tasty treats and food 
staples. 

The true joy of all of this is the sheer variety on 
off er – you’re almost spoilt for choice.

The sea and the land serve up some of the best 
naturally-sourced produce available anywhere and 
our economy is building around this much-sought-
after natural resource.

From artisan food producers to growers of 
organic fruit and vegetables, you’re sure to fi nd 
something that makes your taste-buds dance.

Fish is one of the area’s biggest selling points and 
Oban didn’t earn the title as Scotland’s seafood 
capital for no reason. 

A wide selection of locally landed fi sh and 
excellent shellfi sh can be found at local 

fi shmongers, while fi sheries, fi sh farms and smoke 
houses are dotted throughout the area to ensure 
you’ll never be exhausted of choice – or taste.

The Year of Food and Drink Scotland

Of course, living in a rural area means 
there is more than just seafood up 

for grabs.  For a change in shopping habits, 
why not investigate the local game market? 
Venison, pheasant, duck and rabbit are widely 
available and well worth investigating.

Locally grown vegetables are a favourite too, 
with the taste and diff erent varieties available 
through local producers often overshadowing 
the big-name brands. 

Look out for local farmers’ markets and shops 
that favour local produce – you won’t regret 
the experience.

Small, private enterprises are springing up 
around the West Highlands, in particular keen 
to benefi t from the growing reputation of 
the area’s reputation for and association with  
good quality.

And those living in the West Highlands 
are fortunate enough to have a number of 

restaurants and hotels on the doorstep 
that share this vision 

for consistency of 
product.

These for-
ward-thinking 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s 
recognise the benefi ts of 

being associated with this movement 
and also want to give customers the best lo-
cally-produced and locally-sourced food and 
drink they can fi nd.

Many restaurants and cafes in the area 
serve up plenty of dishes using the 

best of local ingredients, so for anyone who 
doesn’t fancy cooking why not let them do 
the hard work, sit back and enjoy a taste of the 
West Highlands.

The food experience doesn’t stop there – 
even just in Oban you’ll fi nd producers of beer, 
whisky, honey, chutneys and chocolates to 
whet even the most staid of appetites.

With all the above, the diff erence in taste be-
tween freshly sourced local products in inde-
pendent retailers and those goods purchased 
in the supermarkets makes the experience all 
the more worthwhile.  

Why not use this year to celebrate all the 
wonderful produce in the area, and enjoy 
dining in some of the businesses in our Food, 
Glorious Food feature?
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Creative girls win 
book competition 

FORT William’s Nevis Centre 
will be alive with the sound of 
music tonight (Thursday) as the 
curtain goes up on Lochaber 
Showstoppers’ latest produc-
tion. 

The first performance of 
Seussical, based on the much-
loved book characters of Dr 
Seuss, begins at 7.30pm and 
runs every evening until Satur-
day. 

A matinee showing will also 

be held at 2pm on Saturday. 
Seussical brings to life the 

Cat in the Hat, Horton the 
Elephant and the Grinch, with 
sets, costumes and lighting all 
put together by Showstoppers 
volunteers. An interval raffle 
features prizes including luxury 
hampers, family day out vouch-
ers and a scooter featured in 
the musical.

Seussical tickets are available 
from the Nevis Centre. 

‘Seussical’ show begins in Lochaber

Help required for west 
coast plants stock take

New font for new 
Hedderwick books

Top class music at the fi nal 
winter ceilidh in Taynuilt

GUNNA Sound returned 
to North Connel hall on 
Saturday to help the 
Lorn agricultural show 
committee raise money 

for this year’s event on 
August 1.
A busy ceilidh raised 
more than £2,000 for the 
agricultural show coff ers.

CHEERS: Enjoying a blether are James MacDonald, North Connel, Callum 
Leitch, Kilchrenan, and Blair Menzies, Kilmelford. 16_t13dance07

ALL SMILES: Pals Lyndsay Campbell, Lorna MacPherson and 
Katherine Dempster 16_t13dance04

KILMORE CREW: A large contingent from Kilmore attended the 
dance. 16_t13dance03

TAKE THE FLOOR: The dancers take part in a Strip the Willow. 16_t13dance05

THREE Oban primary school 
girls have won hand-signed 
copies of a book illustrated by 
a local artist after winning a 
competition. 

Sasha MacCallum and 
Hannah Vick of Park primary 
school, and Oliwka Grzeda 
from St Columba’s were chosen 
by Lorna Freytag as winners of 
the contest which asked them to 
draw their own interpretation 
of the book Wild Child, written 
by Jeanne Willis  and illustrat-
ed by Lorna. 

‘There were only meant to be 
two winners, but there were so 
many to choose from, I could 
only manage to narrow it down 
to three,’ said Lorna, who 
describes her illustrations as 
‘photo collages’.

Sasha, five, said she was 
surprised to win, and she really 
liked the book.

Six-year-old Hannah said she 
was really pleased to win but 
didn’t think she would.

Oliwka, six, said she was hap-
py and smiling when she won, 
and that she really liked to draw 
and paint. 

Sasha MacCallum, left, and Hannah Vick, the two Park primary 
school pupils who won prizes in the Wild Child art competition. 

16_t11bookgirls01

St Columba’s pupil Oliwka 
Grzeda, one of three winners 

in the Wild Child drawing 
competition. 16_t11book2

ISLAND writer Mairi Hed-
derwick has published two new 
books with a new font accessible 
to all the family, including those 
with dyslexia.

The Bad Trousers and The 
Big Fib, out this month, intro-
duce Robbie MacGregor, who 
lives in a small Highland village 
with his ‘experimental’ cook 
mother, fisherman father and 
knitting-champ granny. 

The stories were developed by 
well-known author Ros Asquith 
based on a character Hedder-
wick first invented 20 years ago 
to teach Scottish schoolchildren 
to read. 

In turn this character was 
based on a real island boy Hed-
derwick knew – now, of course, 
a grown-up. The books are suit-
able for five to eight-year-olds

Both books are typeset in a 
font that is designed to help stop 
dyslexic people’s tendencies to 
muddle, flip or confuse letters. 

Every letter has an exagger-
ated and unique shape so, for 
example, a ‘b’ and a ‘d’ are not 

mirror images of each other. 
Special increased line and let-

ter spacing is also used, and the 
books are printed on a tinted 
yellow background, which can 
help readers with dyslexia or 
visual stress.

Of course, both stories can 
be enjoyed by any young reader 
and there’s a reassurance to 
gaining solo reading experience 
with a much-loved picture book 
author, as many young people 
have grown up hearing their 
parents read the same author’s 
work aloud.

Mairi Hedderwick’s artwork 
has brought a breath of fresh is-
land air to thousands of homes 
throughout the world since the 
first Katie Morag picture book 
was published in 1984. 

Mairi has collaborated with 
Edinburgh publishing com-
pany Barrington Stoke, which 
specialises in books adapted to 
support children who struggle 
to access the printed word 
because of dyslexia or other 
issues.

DEBATE: BBC Alba held a consultation with viewers on the future of its broadcasting in The 
Caledonian Hotel, Oban, last week. The lively debate discussed many issues including subtitles, 

programming, news and music. 16_t12alba1

AT THE final ceilidh of the 
winter series at Taynuilt, the 
audience was treated to a 
feast of top class music from 
the Oban High School Trad 
Group, piper Melissa Jeffray 
from Kilbarchan Pipe Band 
and Paisley accordionist Grant 
MacFarlane.

Hannah Graham and Ailie 
Munro, representing the Isla 

Sinclair Dancers, provided 
excellent displays of dancing.

The three soloists who gave a 
varied and enjoyable selection 
of songs were double Mod gold 
medallist Mary Catherine 
MacNeil, Mod silver pendant 
winner Ainsley Hamill and 
John Joe MacNeil, originally 
from Barra.

Fear an taighe for the 

evening was Eric Smith, who 
kept the proceedings flowing 
smoothly.

On behalf of the Taynuilt 
branch of An Comunn Gaid-
healach, Helen Watt presented 
Danny MacRae with a cheque 
for £1,500 to assist with funds 
for this year’s Royal National 
Mod which is taking place in 
Oban.

Oban High School Trad Group

THE National Plant Monitor-
ing Scheme (NPMS), is asking 
members of the public on the 
west coast to help it take stock 
of plants. 

NPMS is looking for volun-
teers to carry out surveys of 
wildflowers and their habitats 
which will provide evidence 
of which widespread plants 
are increasing or declining, as 
well as indicating the changing 
state of valued habitats such 
as grassland, fenland and even 
road verges. 

Chris Cheffings, from the 
UK government’s Nature 
Conservation Committee, said: 
‘Information on plant species’ 
abundance and change is very 

limited, and it is difficult to 
gauge the condition of habitats 
outside protected sites.

‘The annual results collected 
by volunteers will help to 
identify trends in hundreds of 
species, allowing us to assess 
plant community changes.’

The search is on to find 2000 
volunteers to take part in the 
NPMS, who will play a vital 
role in gathering information.

Together the volunteers will 
monitor wild plants in 28 im-
portant habitats, ranging from 
hedgerows and meadows to salt 
marsh and scree slopes.

For more information on the 
NPMS and how to take part 
visit www.npms.org.uk
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Entertainment 
Guide

Radio
Oban FM 
Community Radio - your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at www.obanfm.com
For requests, competitions or questions please email: 
studio@obanfm.org.uk or call us on 01631 570057

THIS WEEK’S LISTINGS

MONDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 Drivetime With Danni Hay, 1900 Rosie’s Highland Fling, 
2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David Cullen, 2200 American Jukebox with Michelle

TUESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show with Maggie May, 1000 Ken Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made 
of This with Ken Hunter, 1330 The Quiz with Danni Hay, 1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime 
with Jim Lynch, 1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise with Stuart, 2100 
Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY:

0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with Doug 
Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime with Campbell and Coll, 1900 Country 
Meets Rock with Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY:

0800 Maggie May’s Carousel, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 
1700 Drivetime with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY:

0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Weekend 
Warmup with Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 Sports View, 1900 Country 
Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY:

0900 Maggie’s Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live with Linda Crowsher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 
1800 Sports View with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY:

0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 Allan, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

Cinema
Oban Phoenix Cinema
Community owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

LISTINGS FOR 27 MARCH - 02 APRIL 2015

CINDERELLA  (U)

Fri: 15:00,17:45    Sat, Sun, Thu: 

11:00,13:20,15:30,18:10

Mon: 16:00,18:15 Tue: 16:00,18:00

Wed: 16:00

HOME  (U) 

Sat, Sun: 13:10 Thu: 13:10,15:20

HOME 3D  (U) 

Sat, Sun, Thu: 11:10

INSURGENT  (12A) 

Fri: 20:15 Sat, Mon, Thu: 18:00

Sun: 20:50 Tue, Wed: 17:45

INSURGENT 3D   (12A)

Fri, Mon: 20:30 Sat, Sun, Thu: 20:50

THE SECOND BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL   (PG) 

Fri: 14:50,17:30 Sat, Thu: 20:40

Sun: 18:45 Mon: 15:30,20:30

Tue, Wed: 15:30,20:15
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for just £16.21
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All AGM’s will be placed 
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Please ask for details

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD

To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000

To advertise
in the

WHAT’S ON
COMMUNITY

NOTICE
 BOARD

Telephone:
01631

568000

Annual Boat Jumble & 
Car Boot Sale

Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern
Saturday March 28th 
from 10.15am – 2pm

Nautical & non-nautical bargains; 
new and nearly new items.

Bring all the family for a great 
day out!

Entry - £2 (includes refreshments)

Details - 01852 500689

THE FIRST in a string of 
events to boost Lochaber was 
enjoyed by 30 youngsters. 

The ‘Tachartasan G’ project 
by Bord na Gaidhlig began 
with a day of music in Loch-

aber high school last week, 
including sessions in whistle, 
fiddle, Gaelic song and games 
before forming the audience 
to a concert by Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig music students.

Ingrid Henderson, chair-
woman of Comunn nam 
Parant,  the parents’ organ-
isation, said: ‘We were very 
fortunate to have the Gaelic 
and traditional music students 

from Sabhal Mor Ostaig sup-
port the children throughout 
the day. Currently on tour, 
they took time out to work with 
the children and were a huge 
support and inspiration.’ 

The next events are Gaelic in 
nature at Glenfinnan Estate 
on April 25 before a shinty, 
drama, song and language day 
at Lochaber high school on 
May 23. 

INSPIRATION: Sabhal Mòr Ostaig music students entertain participants of a Gaelic day in Lochaber high school 

Skye students entertain with a day of music at Lochaber High

Social scene
COUPLE: Colin and Mammie Carswell are expecting their 

fi rst child next month 16_t13dance02

Lorn Show Dance, 
North Connel Hall

ISLANDERS: Innes MacQueen, from Luing, Alasdair Currie, Islay and 
fellow Ileach Tony Morrison, who now lives in Bonawe 16_t13dance01

CEILIDH 
KIDS: 
These 
youngsters 
took some 
time out 
from the 
dance fl oor. 
16_t13dance06

OBAN ACCORDION & 

FIDDLE CLUB

Monthly club night

Thursday 2nd April

7.30pm

Royal Hotel

Guest Artist: 

Robert Nairn Trio

Admission £4

All Welcome!

COMANN  EACHDRAIDH  
LIOS  MOR

 2015  Exhibition Opens on 
Sunday 29th March

 WOMEN  -  
Life and Work on Lismore

 Beatha is Obair nam Boireannach
 CELM Heritage Centre (Cafe, 
Library, Museum) opens for the 

season on 29th March 2015

Ricardo Garcia's Flamenco 
Flow with Nanako Aramaki
Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern

Sunday 29th March 7pm
Afternoon workshops (contact 

us for details)
Licenced Bar. Tapas by 

prebooking on 07906 818230
Tickets £9/£6/£20 

from 01852 500746
cvh.artsevents@gmail.com 

www.ticketsource.co.uk

PUPPET ANIMATION FESTIVAL 2015 PRESENTS 

Little Princess Goldtree
on Friday 3rd April 3pm and

Magical Miniature Marvels: 

Puppet making Workshop

on Saturday 4th April 2pm

Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern
Tickets £5 (adults) / £3 (children) from 01852 500746 

cvh.artsevents@gmail.com www.ticketsource.co.uk

FILM SYNOPSIS
CINDERELLA

When her father unexpectedly passes away, young Ella fi nds herself at the mercy of her cruel 
stepmother and her daughters. Never one to give up hope, Ella’s fortunes begin to change after meeting 
a dashing stranger…

HOME (U) 94 MINS

When Oh, a loveable misfi t from another planet, lands on Earth and fi nds himself on the run from his 
own people, he forms an unlikely friendship with an adventurous girl named Tip who is on a quest of 
her own. Through a series of comic adventures with Tip, Oh comes to understand that being diff erent 
and making mistakes is all part of being human. And while he changes her planet and she changes his 
world, they discover the true meaning of the word HOME.

DIVERGENT SERIES: INSURGENT (12A) 130MINS

One choice can transform you-or it can destroy you. But every choice has consequences, and as unrest 
surges in the factions all around her, Tris Prior must continue trying to save those she loves--and herself-
-while grappling with haunting questions of grief and forgiveness, identity and loyalty, politics and 
love. Tris's initiation day should have been marked by celebration and victory with her chosen faction; 
instead, the day ended with unspeakable horrors. War now looms as confl ict between the factions and 
their ideologies grows. And in times of war, sides must be chosen, secrets will emerge, and choices will 
become even more irrevocable--and even more powerful. Transformed by her own decisions but also by 
haunting grief and guilt, radical new discoveries, and shifting relationships. Tris must fully embrace her 
Divergence, even if she does not know what she may lose by doing so.

THE SECOND BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL (PG) 122 MINS

The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel is the expansionist dream of Sonny (Dev Patel), and it's making 
more claims on his time than he has available, considering his imminent marriage to the love of his 
life, Sunaina (Tina Desai). Sonny has his eye on a promising property now that his fi rst venture, The 
Best Exotic Marigold Hotel for the Elderly and Beautiful, has only a single remaining vacancy - posing 
a rooming predicament for fresh arrivals Guy (Richard Gere) and Lavinia (Tamsin Greig). Evelyn and 
Douglas (Judi Dench and Bill Nighy) have now joined the Jaipur workforce, and are wondering where 
their regular dates for Chilla pancakes will lead, while Norman and Carol (Ronald Pickup and Diana 
Hardcastle) are negotiating the tricky waters of an exclusive relationship, as Madge (Celia Imrie) 
juggles two eligible and very wealthy suitors. Perhaps the only one who may know the answers is 
newly installed co-manager of the hotel, Muriel (Maggie Smith), the keeper of everyone's secrets. As 
the demands of a traditional Indian wedding threaten to engulf them all, an unexpected way forward 
presents itself.
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Weddings, holiday accommodation, 
woodland garden, house tours.
Ardkinglas.com     T 01499 600261
Best wishes to the Tree Shop

Ardkinglas 
Estate  Cairndow 
Discover a hidden gem 
on Loch Fyne

www.birlinn.co.uk

‘BIRLINN BOOKS CONGRATULATES 
THE TREE SHOP GARDEN CENTRE & CAFÉ 

ON 25 GLORIOUS YEARS TRADING, 
LOOKING FORWARD TO 25 MORE!’

Birlinn Limited   

Congratulations on 25 years
from

Greens 
Nurseries

NAIRN

Suppliers of alpines, herbaceous,
herbs & bedding plants.

430 Helen Street, Glasgow G51 3HR
Tel: 0141 440 1292,Fax: 0141 440 1240

www.jbdtritec.co.uk
Suppliers of pumps, filters and UV.

Congratulations on 25 years in 
business - It’s been a pleasure 

working with you these past 5 years.

Keep up all the good work!

‘FROM small acorns 
do mighty oaks grow’ 
could be the slogan for 
Cairndow business Tree 
Shop which first opened 
its doors in 1990.

Twenty-five years later 
Tree Shop has grown 
from its two person start 
up to a business recog-
nised far beyond Argyll 
and Bute.

In its beginnings it was 
just a small shed with 
a caravan as the cafe 
alongside selling tea and 
coffee.

What started as a 
small local shop selling 
wooden crafts and some 
native trees has expand-
ed into a purpose built 
nursery, garden centre, 
gift shop and café which 
according to many cus-
tomers is the best coffee 
stop on the A83.

Tree Shop’s garden 
centre boasts one of the 
finest selection of plants 
anywhere in Scotland 
including trees and co-
nifers, rhododendrons, 
azaleas, fruit trees and 
bushes, shrubs and per-
ennials and bedding and 
alpine plants.

Tree Shop shares the 
same site as Loch Fyne 
Oysters. It was originally 
started by Lucy Sumison 
and Mark Sands with the 
then Ardkinglas owner 
Johnny Noble and is still 
part of the estate.

Tree Shop is now run 
by Neil Colburn, 43, who 
relocated, more than 500 
miles, from Brighton in 
East Sussex to manage 
the business in 2008.

Lynne Rennie runs the 
café side of the business 
and is responsible for the 
great service and food 
offered in our café.

Mr Colburn said: ‘This 

is a one off business, 
previously I worked for 
chain garden centres. 
Here I can make a lot 
more of a difference and 
have input on tailoring 
the items we offer.

‘We only use Scottish 
and Specialist UK grow-
ers to help us have one 
of the best collections 
of plants in the whole of 
Scotland. We  are not go-
ing to survive in Argyll 
and Bute’s climate.’ 

In addition to the 
garden centre the shop 
has expanded to include 
items such as fertilizer, 
garden tools and sea-
sonal items such as seed 
potatoes.

That original outside 
catering van is long gone 
and the café is now a 
popular stop off for full 
breakfasts, lunch or 
afternoon tea and cakes 
and on sunny days there 
is outdoor seating.

There is a new café 
menu serving local Ar-
gyll produce including 
Winston Churchill ven-
ison, Argyll Smokery, 
Gillespie Butchers and 
Matthew Algie coffee.

In addition the café 
has just been presented 
with the ‘Taste our 
Best’ award from Visit 
Scotland.

To mark its silver 
anniversary, and in line 
with Tree Shop’s green 
credentials  Renewables 
Now has just installed a 
biomass boiler to pro-
vide all heating needs.

Another new addition 
this year is a Beaver 
Timber Sheds conces-
sion which is an evolu-
tion of the business’ core 
strength.   

Mr Colburn said that 
it has been great to 

build a really strong 
team including Michelle 
Shorrocks who runs the 
plant area in the garden 
centre. 

Mr Colburn said: 
‘Michelle has outstand-
ing plant knowledge 
from working on an 
Islay estate and has re-
tail nursery experience. 
She is supported by two 
other staff in the Garden 
Centre.’

He now has 15 full and 
part-time staff, however 
administrator Ruth 
MacFadyen is the long-
est serving member  and 
predates Neil, having 
started in 1996.

Ruth said that she 
started working in the 
giftware side of the shop 
moving onto become a 
buyer and taking on the 
book keeping.

Mr Colburn said: ‘Ruth 
searches out some beau-
tiful products for our 
gift shop and we know 
that other local business 
owners take inspiration 
from some of the items 
which she sources.’ 

The area around the 
Tree Shop offers other 
activities. Immediately 
at hand is tree house 
and just two miles away 
is Ardkinglas Woodland 
Garden on the estate 
which boasts the tallest 
tree in Scotland.

There is incredible 
scenery with walks and 
trails through the wood-
land. A new attraction 
there will be the Gruff-
alo Trail.

On April 4 The Walk-
ing Theatre Company 
are heading to The Tree 
Shop for a fun-filled 
free family walk and an  
Easter Treasure Hunt 
like no other at 11.30am. 

Cairndow’s 
Tree Shop 
celebrates its 
quarter century

In the Tree Shop Café from left: Terri Allan, 
Pauline Colburn and Lynne Rennie. 08_a13tree01 Michelle Shorrocks and Neil Colburn at Tree Shop. 08_a13tree02 Tree Shop publicity notice. a13tree03no

Seaweed 

Organics  

congratulates 

the Tree 

Shop on 

25 excellent 

years

A DRAMA festival 
adjudicator has hailed 
the North Lorn event in 
the village of Appin as 
the friendly festival as 
he gave out the prizes at 
this year’s event.

The 61st North Lorn 
drama festival had 
fewer plays than in pre-
vious years but still saw 
around 70 actors take 
part in seven plays over 
two nights.

Top prize, the Hon. 
Mrs Langton-Jones 
Trophy, went to Bender-
loch and North Connel 
Drama Club with Peas, 
by David Tristam.

The play, which 
featured only two char-
acters played by Jamie 
Rodgers and Nicole 
O’Brien, was produced 
and stage managed by 

Mike Rowell. Run-
ner-up was Dalmally 
and Lochawe Drama 
Society with Barnstable, 
by James Saunders and 
produced by Ian Craig, 
who also collected the 
trophy for best produc-
tion.

In his closing remarks, 
adjudicator Alasdair 
Hawthorn praised the 
Appin-based committee 
of the festival. 

He added: ‘There is 
a genuine feeling of 
community, which is ab-
solutely wonderful. You 
don’t always get that.

‘At bigger festivals in 
Glasgow or Edinburgh 
there is a rivalry and 
you are aware of people 
who think that winning 
is all that matters but 
this feels like everyone 

is there to support each 
other.

‘The talent here is 
clear to be seen, with 
actors from the age of 
five up to a number I’m 
not going to hazard a 
guess at. That is what it 
is all about.’ 

Lismore primary 
school won three tro-
phies: first place in the 
primary school section, 
ahead of Strath of 
Appin primary school; 
The Rab MacDonald 
Trophy for a moment in 
comedy; and the special 
endeavour award for 
their costumes, which 
were made by parents of 
the young actors.

The youngsters’ 
performance of Andro-
cles and the Lion was 
produced by Catherine 

Davies. Taynuilt and 
District Drama So-
ciety producer Carol 
Thomson collected two 
trophies: first place for 
the youth section and 
the Jack Skea Cup for 
the adjudicator’s award 
in the primary and 
youth section with the 
play Exit Stage Left.

The adjudicator’s 
award, the Mr and 
Mrs Jack Skea Cup, 
went to Andy Powell of 
Dalmally and Lochawe 
drama society.

There was just one 
prize this year for 
hosts Appin Drama 
Group, who received 
The Calum Thomson 
Memorial Trophy for 
a moment in theatre 
with their play Daylight 
Robbery.  The prizewinners at this year’s North Lorn drama festival. 16_t13drama02

Drama festival is 
judge’s delight
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Ewen Campbell, Scottish Rural 
College, Kirkton and Auchtertyre 
farms manager

Farming

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

It is starting to feel like spring 
is in the air at SRUC’s Kirkton 
and Auchtertyre farms after, 
hopefully, one last big snowfall 
at the beginning of the month. 

Most of the snow has already 
melted away and, combined 
with some heavy rain, caused 
more flooding a couple of 
weeks ago. 

At least the warmer temper-
atures mean that the grass is 
starting to grow.

Calving is going well with 
15 live calves so far from our 
Aberdeen-Angus cross cows. 
We did, however, have one 
calf which was stillborn, so it 
has been sent to the vet lab in 
Perth for post-mortem analy-
sis to see if it can find a cause. 

The cows started calving in 
the sheep shed at the Auchter-
tyre steading. 

However, on the March 5, 
we moved them across to 
their brand new cattle shed at 
Kirkton. 

This new shed has plenty of 
space for the cows and makes 
feeding and handling much 
easier and safer. 

As the shed has been de-
signed to be multi-purpose, 
we also plan to use part of it at 
lambing time, which will start 
next month. 

With the Kirkton cattle shed 
now complete, we have shifted 
our attention to upgrading the 
sheep handling facilities at 
Auchtertyre. 

As a research facility we 
are, by necessity, handling, 
assessing and recording 
information on our livestock 
much more often than would 
happen on other hill farms. 
So the improvements we are 
planning will not only help 
with management of the sheep 
and collection of research 
data, but will also ensure that 
future visitors can get a much 
more up close and personal 
experience from the demon-
stration activities that we will 
be running over the coming 
years.

The flocks were pregnancy 
scanned last month and the 
results were an improvement 
on last year.

 The Kirkton flock results 
were 140 per cent for the Lleyn 

ewes and 130 per cent for the 
Blackface ewes. 

Because of the snow on the 
hill, we only managed to gath-
er part of our more extensive 
flock at Auchtertyre but those 
that we did manage to gather 
scanned well at 114 per cent.

All the ewes are brought in 
around now to receive their 
annual vaccination which 
helps to boost their immunity 
and provides them with anti-
bodies which can be passed to 
their lambs through the ewe’s 
colostrum. 

They are also getting an 
iodine dose, as routine blood 
tests have shown that there is a 
deficiency on the farm. 

We are also preparing for 
recording at lambing. 

Our Kirkton flock is pedi-
gree recorded, so we need to 
identify, tag and weigh every 
single lamb born soon after 
birth. 

To help us, we are putting 
large tags around the ewes’ 
neck, so that we can identify 
the lamb’s mother even at a 
distance. My research col-
leagues will be busy come the 
end of the month.

The data from our research 
flock at Kirkton is also being 
used for a new PhD study. Ping 
Zhou (who is originally from 
China) has just graduated with 
a first class honours degree 
from our SRUC Animal Sci-
ence BSc in Edinburgh, and 
has been awarded a scholar-
ship to do a PhD with us. 

She is looking at factors that 
may influence survivability 
and performance of ewes in a 
harsh environment. 

She will compare results 
from the Lleyn ewes and the 
Blackface ewes from our Kirk-
ton flock, looking at indicators 
of nutrition and health, as well 
as how the animals graze the 
hill. 

This is a three-year project 
and should give us some very 
useful insights into the perfor-
mance of two different breeds. 

In the meantime, this means 
that we will have more helpers 
with the sheep.

 This will be useful for the 
coming month, which is likely 
to be hectic.

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL  BEST PRICES

Aberdeen-Angus cross cows in their brand new shed. t13sruc2no

One of Kirkton’s Aberdeen-Angus cross cows and her calf. 
t13sruc1no

A MOVE to  allow European 
farmers who have exceeded 
their milk quota to pay their 
superlevy fines over three years 
has been greeted with dismay.

The National Farmers Union 
Scotland believes the last 
minute changes to the rules by 
the European Commission to 
member nations will exacerbate 
the milk crisis and send a signal 
to producers to ‘turn on the tap’ 
before the quota regime closes at 
the end of the month.

NFU Scotland’s milk commit-
tee chairman Graeme Kilpatrick 
said: ‘All European milk pro-
ducers were aware that quotas 
were coming to an end but that 
the usual levy system would 
operate if member state quota 
limits were breached. That has 
now changed.

‘We, together with others, had 
suggested ways in which the 

superlevy collected this year 
could have been used to support 
the entire milk industry in this 
difficult year through export 
refunds and private storage aid.   

‘These ideas were rejected by 
the Commission on the grounds 
that the money to be collected 
had already been allocated in 
other spending areas.

‘Worryingly, allowing Euro-
pean farmers to repay the milk 
super levy over three years 
means we can anticipate that 
production which had been 
pulled back through the threat 
of the superlevy will again be 
unleashed in the last few weeks 
of the scheme. 

‘There will be dairy farmers in 
over-producing nations who will 
now take their foot off the brake 
and this vote will see milk move 
straight back into the supply 
chain to exacerbate the spring 

flush production across Europe.  
‘This will, in turn, hurt all 

dairy farmers and will have a 
negative impact on Scottish milk 
producers at a time when the 
industry is going through a very 
difficult period.’

FARMERS affected by the new 
Common Agricultural Policy 
rules are being asked to share 
their concerns and experiences 
to Scottish MEP Dr Ian Duncan. 
The MEP is to meet technical 
experts from the EU agricultural 
commissioner Phil Hogan’s team 
to address issues that have come 
to light with the new CAP.

The meeting, arranged to take 
place in the next few weeks with 
technical experts, will aim to re-
duce the burden of the new CAP 
rules on Scottish farmers. 

During a meeting of the 
European conservative and 
reformist’s working group on the 
rural economy, which Dr Duncan 
chairs, Mr Hogan conceded that 
there remained a number of out-
standing technical issues with the 
implementation of the new CAP, 
and that the regulations needed 
to be simplified. 

Highlands and Islands MSP 
Jamie McGrigor urged his farm-
ing constituents to make their 
concerns known.

‘Ian Duncan is proving to be an 
exceptionally active MEP in rais-
ing issues on behalf of farmers 
across the Highlands and Islands 
and Scotland more generally,’ 

said Mr McGrigor.
‘I am pleased he has secured a 

meeting with senior EU officials 
from the agricultural commis-
sioner’s team so that the signif-
icant concerns of farmers and 
crofters about aspects of the new 
CAP rules can be considered.’

Dr Duncan said: ‘Farmers 
across Scotland are concerned 
that the new CAP rules are undu-
ly punitive, so I am delighted that 
Mr Hogan has recognised that 
they need to be simplified. 

‘We should never be in a situ-
ation where farmers are more 
concerned about box-ticking than 
harvesting, or where farmers run 
the risk of being fined for simple 
misinterpretations of the overly 
complex rules. 

‘I want to collect as many views 
as possible on how the CAP rules 
can be made clearer and more 
proportionate so that farmers can 
get on with the job at hand.

‘I urge anyone with concerns to 
get in touch so I can raise your 
suggestions and experiences 
directly with the commissioner in 
Brussels.  

‘This is a good opportunity for 
Scottish farmers to tell Brussels 
what they want to see changed.’

FARMERS are set to benefit 
from £100 million in tax savings 
over a five-year period thanks to 
a new measure announced in last 
week’s budget.

Chancellor George Osborne 
announced plans to increase 
the number of years in which a 
self-employed farmer can average 
profits for income tax purposes 
from two to five, with effect on 
April 6, 2016.

National Farmer’s Union 
(NFU) president Allan Bowie 
said the move was a positive one 
for Scottish agriculture.

‘Importantly for Scottish farm-
ers, the Chancellor has recognised 
that farmers are the hardest hit by 
volatile markets and prices, and 
therefore the announcement that 
incomes will be averaged over 

MORE than 100 rural workers’ 
jobs will be instantly lost if the 
proposed abolition of business 
rate exemptions for country 
sports and new angling taxes go 
ahead.

This is the view of the Scottish 
Gamekeepers Association 
(SGA), which represents around 
5,300 workers, 1,500 employed 
as full-time gamekeepers, land 
or river ghillies, wildlife manag-
ers and rangers.

After taking soundings from 
its membership, the feeling is 
that seven per cent of those may 
face redundancy and housing 
problems immediately if radical 
land reforms proposed by the 
Scottish government are pushed 
through.

Speaking at the launch of 
‘Year of the Rural Worker’ SGA 
chairman Alex Hogg urged 

politicians from all parties not 
to make rural workers pay the 
price for change.

‘We oppose bad management 
of all kinds, whether the owner-
ship is public or private.

‘However, removing business 
rate exemptions for shooting 
and stalking won’t help achieve 
a million acres of land in com-
munity hands by 2020, it will 
simply cost the job of a working 
person on every marginal estate 
or shoot across Scotland.’

He said on estates where mar-
gins were squeezed it was likely 
to be wages that were hit first.

‘That is likely to be a worker 
on a modest salary who receives 
a house to bring up a family in 
the local community. 

‘They have had nothing to do 
with the way land ownership 
patterns have emerged, yet it is 

they who will be made to suffer. 
That’s not social justice. 

‘If land reform is such a priori-
ty for Scottish Government, they 
must find a better way to finance 
The Land Fund than by placing 
working people on the dole.’

The Year of the Rural Worker 
aims to highlight the unseen 
hours that workers in the 
countryside give to their com-
munity, from being members a 
mountain rescue team to pro-
viding free game to vulnerable 
families.

‘The human face of working 
people in the countryside is 
too rarely seen and their con-
tribution undervalued,’ said Mr 
Hogg.

‘It is time their contribution 
was seen as under-pinning the 
countryside rather than having 
job threats hanging over them.’

Local good food championed

Europe’s milk 

WORRYING: Graeme Kilpatrick, 
NFUS, condemns change in fi ne 

payments

CROFTERS are being thanked 
for completing and returning the 
first ever crofting census forms.

But there are still a number of 
crofters who have yet to fill in 
the legally-required census and 
return it.

The Crofting Commission says 
it is pleased that 76 per cent of 
forms have so far been returned 
and on the whole the forms have 
been well received.

The annual census will allow 
the commission to gather an 
evidence base which will grow 
year on year, helping to develop 
the case for crofting.   

The commission has sent out 
reminder letters to those crofters 
who have not yet completed their 
census forms. 

Crofters will be given three 
weeks to complete their forms in 
full, answering all of the manda-
tory questions and return them 
to the commission.  

Crofters failing to do so may 
incur a fine for non-compliance.   

‘The census allows crofters to 
contribute to shaping the future 
of their crofting community,’ 

said Crofting Commission con-
vener Susan Walker.

‘We are extremely pleased 
with the response to the crofting 
census.  

‘It shows the willingness of 
crofters to work together to 
secure the future of crofting 
and the importance placed on 
building a strong evidence base 
on the value of crofting. 

 ‘If crofters require any support 
or guidance in completing their 
census forms I would urge them 
to contact the census team at the 
commission or visit our website.’

The Crofting Reform (Scot-
land) Act 2010 requires crofters 
to complete the crofting census 
each year and if they fail to 
provide the information without 
reasonable cause, by the date 
shown or knowingly provide false 
information they will be guilty of 
an offence under this Act.   

The commission has set up a 
dedicated helpline, 01463 663404, 
and the census team is on hand to 
support crofters in completing 
their Census forms and to answer 
any questions they may have.

CENSUS: the crofting cenus deadline is looming

Farmers urged to 
share concerns on 
new CAP rules

Farming 

spread over 

A NETWORK of local good 
food champions, to encourage 
the sourcing and selling of local-
ly produced, in-season food, is 
to be set up by the Scottish Food 
Commission.

The commission met for the first 
time last week to discuss the aim 
of making Scotland a good food 

nation and improving attitudes to 
fresh and healthy produce.

Scottish government food secre-
tary Richard Lochhead said that 
in this Year of Food and Drink he 
wanted it to become second na-
ture for people ‘to serve, sell and 
eat fresh, healthy and sustainable 
food’.

Jobs loss 
predicted by 
gamekeepers 
association

five rather than two years is very 
welcome,’ he said.

‘Simplifying and streamlining 
the system for annual tax returns 
is an innovative move which 
will be of value in reducing the 
amount of paperwork many 
farmers running small businesses 
endure year-on-year.’

MP for Argyll and Bute, Alan 
Reid, also welcomed the an-
nouncement. 

He said: ‘By the very nature of 
the industry, farmers can have 
volatile profits. Uncontrollable 
factors such as weather, fluctuat-
ing product prices, as seen with 
milk, and outbreaks of disease 
can mean they make losses one 
year and profit the next.

‘By averaging their profits over 
five years, they can offset losses 
during the bad years against tax in 
the good years. 

‘This reflects the importance 
of an efficient, productive and 
resilient agricultural industry in 
the UK. 

‘Scotland is expected to benefit 
the most from this policy; with 
around 5,000 individual farmers 
in the country helped.’

JOB THREAT: Alex Hogg, chairman of Scottish 
Gamekeepers Association
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BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

www.aandbel.co.uk

ABEL Drainage & 
Groundworks

DKD
D  K E L L Y  D E S I G N

Architectural Technologist
Planning & Warrant Applications

Self Build Advice & Guidance
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial

111 High St, Fort Willam PH33 6DG
Email: admin@dkellydesign.co.uk

Tel: 01397 700999
Fax: 01397 700888

New Plot
New Home

When building your own home, as 
with buying a home on the open 
market, you need to be clear from 
the start what sort of home you need 
and want, where you want to live and 
roughly what you can afford to pay.

This includes how much you can pay up-
front in cash and how much would need to 
be borrowed or paid later. 

This will help you to identify early on whether 
your budget is likely to be enough to fund a 
home that meets your needs or whether you 
need to consider compromising on certain 
aspects, such as size, design, location or how 
much of the building work you will do yourself.

While you probably won’t want to make a 
formal mortgage application before you 

you will be able to get a big enough mort-
gage. Even if you don’t need a mortgage to 
help you buy your plot, you should try to be 
sure that you get a mortgage offer before 
you commit to buying a plot to avoid any 
nasty surprises later on.

for self build because a self-build mortgage is 
normally paid in instalments at certain stages 
during the build process and the lender 
needs to check progress at these stages to 

Your guide to the home building process in Scotland
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5 Stafford Street, Oban
Tel: 01631 563721     Email: admin@morhambro.co.uk

Quantity Surveying        
Property Valuations
CDM Co-ordination
Project Management

HOME REPORTS

carried out before the next 
instalment of the mortgage is 
paid out. 

Whatever mortgage you 
choose, you will be required to 

to fund your build. In many 
cases at the moment, lenders 
will not provide any mortgage 
funding until your build reach-
es the wind and watertight 
stage - i.e. the main structure 
of the building is complete 
and weatherproofed.

Lenders also generally pay 
for each stage of the build in 
arrears, i.e. once it is complete. 

If you don’t have enough 
savings or other ways of bor-

the purchase of the land and 
the initial stages of the build, it 
may be possible to get mort-

stage. 
This can either be through a 

specialised mortgage prod-
uct which pays instalments 
in advance or in some cases 
you may be able to agree 
a form of bridging loan with 
your current lender to fund 
the construction phase, which 
allows you to take a standard 
mortgage when your home is 
complete.

Self-build gives you a 
good opportunity to 
build the type of home 
you want and make sure 
it suits all of your needs. 

However, there are a number 
of things which may restrict 
what you can do, such as 
how much you can afford to 
spend, restrictions attached 
to the planning consent for 
the site and making sure your 
design complies with building 
regulation requirements. 

In addition, you need to 
consider several key issues at 
an early stage to make sure 
any plot you buy meets your 
needs and to help you budget 
for your project.

You should make sure that 

the size of home you choose 

looking to buy and bear in 
mind if you have particular 
preferences for the size of your 
garden or you want to avoid 
your home being overlooked 
by neighbours. 

An architect will be able 
to give you detailed advice 
about the type of construc-
tion best suited to your needs 
as each type of method has 
pros and cons, which depend 
on the particular site and your 
own individual requirements. 

Self-build websites will also 
provide information about dif-
ferent build options and their 
costs. It is worth thinking early 
on about your requirements 
in terms of number of rooms 

internal layout of the home 
in future as this may have an 
impact on which type of con-
struction method is best for 
your home. 

The main types of houses 
in Scotland include 
timber frame (also known 
as a kit home) which 
is the most common 
method of construction 
for self-builders.

Brick and block is also a 
common and well-known 
construction method for self 
build.

There is normally an outer wall 
built with bricks, with an inner 
wall built of blockwork with 
a cavity in between which is 

material. 
Steel-framed buildings are 

made of a steel frame which 
panels of various materials 
can be attached to. The exter-
nal panels are then coated in 
render or made weather-tight 
by other means. 

Insulated concrete frame-
work involves the assembly of 
polystyrene blocks with a hole 
(cavity) inside. Concrete is 
poured into the cavity on site. 

This then makes the structure 
airtight and very well insulat-
ed so it does not need any 
additional insulation inside 
the home to meet building 
regulation requirements. The 
polystyrene blocks are then 
clad internally and externally.

There are also a number 
of other modern methods 
of construction, particularly 
environmentally friendly, en-

method, which can minimise 
your home’s impact on the 
environment and reduce fuel 
bills. 

These are usually partly 
prefabricated off-site and 
have the advantage of quick 
assembly on site of the ex-

structure of the building. With 
any eco or modern method of 
construction it is important to 
double check that your lender 
will lend a mortgage for this 
type of build as lenders are 
not always willing to lend for 
construction methods which 
they may view as more risky if 
they haven’t been used much 
before.

Once you have worked 
out what budget you 
have available, you 

of land for sale which 
may be suitable for self 
build from a number of 
sources. 

There are several websites 
which allow you to search 
for details of plots for sale, 
although for some of these 
you need to pay a fee for 
membership.

Before you buy any plot, you 
should check whether it has 
full planning permission or, if 
not, that the site is zoned for 
housing by the council; this 
means that the council’s de-
velopment plan indicates that 
the land is suitable for use for 
housing.

A plot may have full planning 
permission, but this means 
that you would be required 
to construct a house which 

proval documents (including 
the drawings describing a 
particular design) and you 
may have to appoint the 
designer who produced those 

drawings, as they will proba-
bly own the copyright to the 
drawings. If you wish to build 
a house that is different in its 
external appearance from 
the one approved (except in 
minor details), you will need 

to make a new planning ap-
plication, but you will at least 
have a good idea about what 
it is acceptable to the council 
on that site. 

You should discuss the situ-

at the relevant council before 
making any decisions as 
they will be able to provide 
information about the require-
ments for any particular site. 

If the plot either has plan-
ning permission in principle 
(formerly referred to as outline 
planning permission) or does 
not have planning permis-
sion at all, the price may be 

cheaper, but you should also 
get in touch with a planning 

not you would be likely to get 
planning permission on the 
site for the type of home you 

about any particular issues 
(for example if there may be 
further development on land 
around the site).

If you wish to buy a plot which 
does not have full planning 
permission, the land owner will 
often agree to an offer which 
is subject to you securing 
appropriate planning per-

AN ARCHITECT 
WILL BE ABLE TO 
GIVE YOU DETAILED 
ADVICE ABOUT 
THE TYPE OF 
CONSTRUCTION 
BEST SUITED TO 
YOUR NEEDS AS 
EACH TYPE OF 
METHOD HAS 
PROS AND CONS, 
WHICH DEPEND ON 
THE PARTICULAR 
SITE AND YOUR 
OWN INDIVIDUAL 
REQUIREMENTS
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mission. This allows you to pull 
out of the sale if your planning 
application is rejected so is a 
sensible option.

You should seek independent 
legal advice before making 
an offer for a plot of land (if you 
don’t already have a solicitor, 
your local Solicitors Property 

or you can ask friends for a 
recommendation or search in 
the Yellow Pages).

You should also get a site 
appraisal done for the plot of 
land to check how suitable it is 
for building on and if there are 
any problems.

For any self-build project, 
you should get profes-
sional advice to help 
you develop your ideas 
for the house you want, 
help you decide which 
is the best way for you 
to go about having the 
house built and prepare 
detailed drawings and 
costs.

Unless you have the appro-

need help from an architect 
to advise you on and de-
sign plans for your home. 
Your architect will ask you a 
number of questions about 
your requirements and the 
site you have bought or are 
planning to buy to make sure 
their design suits your needs, 
but the Scottish government’s 
checklist of points to consider 
will help to make sure that you 
have considered all the possi-
bilities, such as size, layout and 

able energy measures.

If there is not already de-
tailed planning permission for 
your home for the plot of land 
you are buying, you will need 
to secure this before you can 
start building as the planning 
authority (your local council 
or national park authority) 

your plans for your home 
are in line with the council’s 
development plans and that 
your home’s design will be ac-
ceptable in terms of its impact 
on the surrounding homes 
and landscape. It is generally 
harder to obtain consent 
within designated areas, such 
as green belts outside cities 

principle of development is 
acceptable, the planning au-
thority will still expect careful 
attention to be paid to the 
detailed design of the house 
and where it is located on the 
site, particularly in areas such 
as conservation areas or sites 
close to listed buildings. In 
considering whether to grant 
planning consent, the author-
ity will also need to consider 
whether the house can be 
safely and satisfactorily ac-
cessed and serviced, and that 
this does not cause problems 
for access or amenities for any 
neighbours’ homes.

You should try to get planning 
permission as early as possible 
as the process can take some 
time and you should aim to se-
cure planning permission be-
fore you enter into a contract 

your planning application is 
rejected.

The council and local plan-

able to help if you need advice 
or guidance on completing a 
planning application.

In addition to planning 
permission, you will 
also need to apply for a 
building warrant before 
you can start building 
work on your home.

You need to pay a fee to 
the council to cover its costs 
in dealing with your warrant 
application; the fee is cal-
culated as a proportion of 

planning permission largely 
focuses on how the external 
structure of your home will 
look, to get a building warrant 
you will need to show that the 
design of your home (both in-
side and outside) will meet all 
the requirements of the latest 
domestic building regulations.

Once your home is complet-
ed, you will need to send a 

council and an inspector will 
visit and check your property.

Normally your home must be 
completed within three years 
of you receiving your building 
warrant, although you can 
apply to extend this deadline 
(you need to pay an extra fee 
for this though).

Unless the site is already 
fully serviced, you will 
need to arrange for your 
site to be connected 
to mains water and 
sewerage systems 
and for electricity and 
(if applicable) gas 
connections to be 
provided. 

It is helpful for you to check 

companies early on to make 
sure you can get connections 
when you need them. In rural 
areas, particularly if the site is 
far from other properties or on 
a hill, there can be problems in 
connecting sites to the mains 
water and gas grids in particu-
lar and the cost of the con-
nection can be high; therefore 
if your site is in a remote area, 
you should check the feasibil-
ity of arranging connections 
before you commit to buying 
a site.

arrange for the water mains 
drainage and electricity sup-
ply to be provided for the site 
as early as possible because 
the builders will need access 
to water in particular during 
the build process and also to 
electricity at certain stages 
(although not necessarily for 
the initial stages).

There are a number 
of different options for 
going about having 
your house built and 
your architect will be 
able to advise you of 
the advantages and 
disadvantages of each 
in your particular set of 
circumstances and the 
extent to which you wish 
to be involved in the 
construction work. 

If you are not planning to do 
much or any of the building 
work yourself, the simplest 
route may be to contract the 
building work to a single build-
ing company (which becomes 
the ‘main contractor’) and ask 

A NEW BUILD HOME IS THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO LET YOUR 
CREATIVITY LOOSE AND DESIGN A HOME JUST RIGHT FOR YOU.

Lonan Properties Ltd, Innishail, 
Taynuilt, PA35 1JH Tel: 01866 822181

Email: lonanpropltd@btconnect.com

House Design Plots Available
Contact 
Hamish Matheson

NEW BUILDS 
CONTRACTING
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Let Scotframe
thermally engineer
a solution for you. 

Dundee               01382 561772

www.scotframetimberengineering.co.uk

Building using                       our high
thermal performance, airtight, closed panel 
timber frame systems for floors, walls & 
roofs minimises the requirement for mirco
renewable technologies by embracing
‘Fabric First’ principles.

ENERGY
EFFICIENCYAIRTIGHTNESS

THERMAL
PERFORMANCE

SPEED OF
CONSTRUCTION

It is also important to 
arrange site insurance 
for your build project. A 
number of companies 
will provide insurance for 
self builders. 

ARGYLL is under attack by 
mutants - and time is running 
out to do something about it.
That’s the view of weed ex-
perts from the Oban-based Ar-
gyll Knotweed Control, which is 
struggling against the non-na-
tive Japanese Knotweed.
The business was established 
in August 2013 by garden 
landscaping businessman 
Stanley Jeffery and Argyll and 
Bute Council workman Garry 
Keeney, who carries out weed 
treatment for the local author-
ity.
Having initially formed the 
company to take advantage of 
a gap in the market, the men 
behind Argyll Knotweed have 
now taken it upon themselves 
to educate homeowners and 
landlords about the unrelenting 
weed, which grows so quickly 
and strongly that it can under-
mine buildings and overwhelm 
nearby plants.
‘It really is a mutant weed,’ 
says Stanley. ‘And Argyll and 
Bute is one of the worst areas 
in the UK for it.’
Argyll Knotweed Control also 
needs to keep up with con-
stantly changing legislation 
and treatments, as the gov-
ernment and local authorities 
begin to recognise Japanese 
Knotweed’s destructive pres-
ence.
‘The legislation over treat-
ments and in relation to prop-
erties is very complex,’ Garry 

said. ‘Mortgage lenders can 
refuse a loan based on wheth-
er there is knotweed present 
and it is also supposed to be 
included in any Home Report.
‘The plant’s roots are so deep 
that if it is within seven me-
tres of a property we consid-
er it a category five situation 
and must be removed straight 
away.
‘When someone is buying a 
house or a site, the presence 
of knotweed is something they 
need to know about.’
Argyll Knotweed Control has 
an arsenal of treating methods, 
depending on where the knot-
weed is growing.
A root barrier membrane phys-
ically protects a structure or 
clean soil. It must be made 
of a material that is fit for its 
purpose.
Various root barrier mem-
branes are available which 
claim to prevent Japanese 
knotweed penetrating.
Site trials have shown that 
combining digging and spray-
ing treatment is effective in 
reducing the time needed for 

chemical control; the aim of 
the treatment is to break up 
the rhizome, which stimulates 
leaf production and therefore 
makes the plant more vulnera-
ble to herbicide treatment.
Rhizome is also stimulated to 
produce green growth if its 
near or on the surface. There-
fore the success of the treat-
ment will be determined by the 
amount of rhizome brought to 
the surface layer.
Given that Japanese knotweed 
rhizome may remain dormant 
for at least 20 years, it is im-
portant that a root barrier 
membrane carries a guarantee 
well beyond that time.
Alternatively, Argyll Knotweed 
Control can construct a bund, 
which should bring the major-
ity of the rhizome the surface, 
which will encourage regrowth.
The benefit of the Japanese 
knotweed treatment provided 
by Argyll Knotweed Control is 
you can build on the ground 
straight after treatment with 
the combination of burying, 
bunding and using a root bar-
rier membrane.

Home Reports and Valuations,
Energy Reports, Quantity Surveying

and Project Management
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S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

All cars fully serviced and MOT’d by ourselves

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT’s Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

2012 VAUXHALL ASTRA SRI CDTI VX LINE, 2ltr, 5dr, 33,000 Miles, Black, Full 
Service & New MOT, Customers Car ............................................................... £9,500
2005 HONDA ACCORD 2.2 CDTI, Executive Est, Black, 86,000 Miles .......... £4,500
2008 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 LIFE, 5dr, Silver, 71,000 Miles .......................... £3,275
2003 PEUGEOT 307 RAPIER, 5dr, Silver, 58,000 Miles, Customer Car .........£1,475

Vans
05 VW LT 35 95TDI CAMPER VAN, 2 Berth 45,000 Miles,
Phone for full details .................................................................................. £7,200 ono
08 TRANSIT CONNECT 1.8 Diesel Only, 40,000 Miles, White ...............£4,400+VAT
08 VAUXHALL COMBO 1.3 Diesel, White, 77,000 Miles ................................. £3,750
08 VAUXHALL COMBO 1.3 Diesel, White, 108,000 Miles .............................. £3,000

Nissan Qashqai 2.0 dCi Acenta

£5,800

Phone 01631 730484 after 6.00pm

(Oct 2008) Diesel, Metallic 

silver, 6 Gear- manual. 

Good condition- clean 

car, just serviced by 

Nissan. MOT Oct 2015. 

96,500 miles.

Orkney Spinner with trailer 16 foot

£1500

Telephone: 01631 770647
Mobile: 07786 684891

2009 Chevrolet Aveo 1.2 ls

£2,300 o.v.n.o.

Contact Liz on 07544808012.

5dr, Silver, Petrol, Manual. 42,600 
miles, FSH, 2 owners, good 
condition. MOT’d July 15, Central 
Locking, Electric Windows, ABS, Air 
Conditioning, Power Steering, Drivers 
Airbag, Immobiliser, CD radio with 
USB output.

Vauxhall Astra Sport

£750 o.n.o.

Tel: 01770 700387

54 plate 83000 miles

MOT until Jan 2016

Taxed until July

2003 Landrover high capacity

£6,995 + VAT

Tel: 01681 700736 (Isle of Mull)

TD5 98,800 miles, 

MOT Dec 2015,

Good condition.

Renault Kangoo

£6,500 
o.n.o. no VAT

 01631 770647 
evenings after 6pm

11 plate, 

50,000 miles. 

MOT

2 owners

Mitsubishi L200

Tel: 07763 874862

Animal DI-D D/C, 

2007 reg, 

2.5 Diesel, 

Black/decals, 

1 year MOT

Toyota Aygo

Tel: 01586 820252

Blue, 2011, only 8,000 

miles, one elderly lady 

owner from new giving 

up driving, very cheap 

to fuel, tax & insure, 

MOT Feb 2016.

£4800

Ford Mondeo Ghia Zetec S TDCi

Tel: 01583 421396

Estate diesel car, 

tow bar, MOT 

for 1 year, good 

running order.

£1,000 o.n.o.

Vauxhall Corsa 1.2

Tel: 07786 626852

5 door hatchback

very well maintained

Good running order

MOT til 29/05/2015.

£600

Nissan Navara pick-up

Tel: 01631 730265

51 plate, 2.5l diesel

131,000 miles

MOT 27/01/2016

Hood available

Good reliable vehicle

Genuine reason for sale.

£1,400 o.n.o.

JCB 530-B TELEHANDLER

£7,750 o.n.o.

 TEL 07747 840916 OR 01309 690802
FINDHORN- FORRES

11mt REACH .

3 TON LIFT  4X4 MACHINE, 

WITH FORKS AND BUCKET. 

NO VAT. 

IDEAL FOR SMALL BUILDER, OR SELF BUILD

THWAITES 100 ALL-DIG

£5,250 o.n.o. no vat

 TEL 07747 840916 OR 01309 690802
FINDHORN- FORRES

MINI EXCAVATOR LOADER , NEW TYRES,

4 IN 1 FRONT BUCKET, 1 REAR BUCKET 24ins, 

LOTS OF NEW PARTS FITTED

PERKINS 3cyl ENGINE , FULL CAB ,  

GOOD WORKING MACHINE

Renault Kangoo Van

£4500

Tel: 07500 786612

ML20 DCI 8560 Reg, 1 

owner, Diesel Metallic grey, 

Sat nav, air con, cd, electric 

windows Parking sensors, 

steel bulkhead, Roof rack, 

long Mot,

WANTED

Telephone 01250 884306
 Mobile 07885 203020

All types of 4 x 4 vehicles
Landrovers, any 4x4, Toyotas, Nissan, 

considered. Also non-runner and accident 
damaged, MOT failure, single or double cab.

Genuine people to deal with.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

WANTED

Telephone 07546 788945

All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc and all 
4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition and 
reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and non 

runners/MOT failures etc considered.
Will collect.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07716 200394 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models, Toyota, 
Landrover, Mitsubishi, high miles no 

problem, MOT or not, instant decision, 
same day payment. Also light 

commercials, vans and pick-ups bought.

13’ GRP dinghy

£875

Tel: 01631 720414 or 
07775 501658

13’ GRP dinghy 

with 4hp Yamaha 

2 stroke outboard, 

road trailer and 

oars.

Hardy Fishing 17

£6500

Tel: 01496 302480

With 50hp Honda 

outboard and 4hp 

auxiliary. Boat also 

comes with Fish 

Finder, Chartplotter, 

VHF and trailer.

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast
MOTORING TIMES

£31
IF UNSOLD AFTER 

1ST WEEK JUST CALL 
BEFORE TUESDAY 
3PM TO GET YOUR 

SECOND WEEK FREE

Tel: 01631 
568000

DRIVETIMES 
NOW ONLY

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

NEW 
CAR 
INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray
Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

M

Audi Q7, 3.0tdi 2008

£18,000

 07903 544658 or 01687 450316
Car is located in Arisaig

Quattro s line 

Full service history 

83000 miles mot 

till March 2016 

Full spec

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes & 

caravanettes. Any age or condition.
We also buy water damaged or

in need of repair. Also all types of
touring caravans from 95 onwards.

WANTED

SAILING TIMES

DRIVETIMES

FIAT DUCATO BENIMAR 
MOTORHOME. 

Tel: 01770 850542 
or 07766223340 (Arran)

5/6 Berth, 2004 reg, 21000 miles FSH

Front dinette, rear lounge, large wash room,

high spec, very good condition for age.

£22,000

14ft Fibreglass Boat

£950 ono

Tel: 01770 850266 or 07766 630085 (Arran)

Recently 

restored and 

ready to go.

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes



As the clocks spring forward, the onset of 
lighter evenings signals the time of year when 
many of us think about moving home.

What’s more, many people decide to ‘ready 
their nest’ during the upbeat seasons of spring 
and summer, so that they can settle into their 
new homes during autumn and winter.

Whether you’re buying, selling, or both, there’s 
a lot to think about, and security can sometimes 
become an after-thought in the rush. So the 
security specialists at Yale have put together 
some key advice for anyone thinking of moving 
home this spring…

Moving out
If you’re moving out, you want to leave the 
house as organised as possible for the next 
residents.

Obviously, you’ll deal with keys through the 
estate agent, but make sure you get every last 
set; that one you left with the neighbour last 
time you went away, or the one you gave to a 
friend in case you ever found yourself locked 
out… You don’t want the responsibility of 
knowing you’ve still got the keys to what is now 
someone else’s house!

This is where the growing trend for smart locks 
can come into its own – a new owner can simply 
reprogram the electronic lock to ensure their 
security, instead of going through the hassle 
of replacing the locks. Many people are yet to 
invest in this convenient technology, but it’s 
worth bearing in mind if the option’s there.

You should also ensure you’ve left the 
instruction manuals for any other electronic 
security products, such as house alarms, so 

that the new owner can easily reprogram 
those. It’s also a good idea to leave any product 
guarantees, such as a 10 year guarantee for an 
alarm, so that the new owners can make the 
most of products that are still in perfectly good 
working order.

Moving in
Make sure you mind your security while you’re 
shifting boxes in – it only takes a minute for an 
opportunistic thief to slip in and out with some 
of your treasures.

According to a recent survey, 74 percent of 
homeowners do not change the locks after 
moving home*, which is a worrying statistic, 
especially as many home insurance policies will 
not pay out if an intruder lets themself in with 
a key.

With this in mind, once you’re in your new pad 
the most important thing to do is change the 
locks (that’s if you’re not lucky enough to be 
moving into a house with a smart lock that can 
simply be reprogrammed!) Just as you might 
have forgotten about a spare key you’d left with 
someone else, so could the previous resident. 
If you don’t know who has keys to your house, 
change the cylinders in all external doors to 
ensure your peace of mind.

Once you’ve got the basics covered, consider 
upgrades such as installing a DIY home alarm, 
an easy-to-install CCTV system, or a digital 
door viewer to boost your home security. Basic 
security measures such as door chains and spy 
holes on timber front doors and padlocks on 
gates, sheds and outbuildings are also highly 
recommended.

Staying put?
You might be staying put this spring; maybe 
you’ve found your forever home, or it’s simply 
not the right time for you to move. Regardless, 
springtime is a great time to do a little security 
audit alongside your spring clean, and be sure 
that your home – new or not – is as safe as can 
be. To do this, double check all window locks are 
fully working and you have easy access to the 
keys, and change the locks in all external doors.

Regardless of whether you’re de-pitching or 
setting up camp in pastures new this year, make 
sure that you protect all those things that make 
your house a home
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Argyll Otter Ferry 
Long Let

2 bedroom cedar wood bungalow, with 

beautiful views over Loch Fyne, wood 

burning stove in lounge, quiet area on 

private estate.

Tighnabruich 12 miles

Dunoon 24 miles

Glasgow 1 hr 40 mins

£400 pcm

No dss

References essential

Landlord reg no 35558/130/24440

Telephone: 01700 821220

Email - mirandavanlinden@hotmail.com

TO LET

TO LET

OBAN TO LET

No DSS

07770 737654

05847/130/18110

West Coast
PROPERTY GUIDE

Find your next 
property at 

westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Country Kiln

A

FFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

Surveyors & Valuers

Sales & Lettings
Valuations

Lease Renewals
Rent Reviews

Investment Consultancy
Development Consultancy

Business Sales

Enquiries & information: 
www.blackkingproperty.co.uk

Tel: 01631 562637 Mobile: 07711 955845 

New Build
Cottage To Rent

- Taynuilt
£650 pcm

Fully furnished cottage
situated in a great

location overlooking the
picturesque glen.

Ideal for professional
couple.

Cottage consists of
Living room / Kitchen,

2 bedrooms, bathroom
with shower.

Beautiful garden
with decking.
No Smokers,
Pets or D.S.S.
Please call

01631 563711 /
07799898348

Ready your nest this springtime

www.facebook.com/obantimes
w e s t  c o a s t

YPROPERT Y
w e s t  c o a s t

TO LET
32 HIGH STREET, 
FORT WILLIAM

Prime shop unit with 
hot food consent, 

LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALES        PROPERTY REVIEWS         PROPERTY NEWS     LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS
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OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus 
+ Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays
If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination 
and ambition, we can offer you an exciting 
and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated 
team selling advertising and features for our 
well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and 
existing clients to generate and maintain 
lasting business relationships and benefit 
from on-going training, first class support, 
job stability and the opportunity to work 
for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort. A full driving 
licence is essential.
Apply with C.V. and covering letter to
ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Special 
publication 
sales

FORTEITH FOODSERVICE - 

RECRUITING NOW!
Class 2 drivers  + 7.5t drivers required (permanent)

40 hrs per week + overtime. 
Any 5 days from Mon - Sat

To undertake Multi Temp drops throughout 
Argyll and the Islands

Warehouse Operatives (Full Time Seasonal) 
40 hrs + overtime. Dayshift & Backshift

To undertake various warehouse functions

For both roles you should be physically fit and 
be flexible in your approach to the days and 

hours you may be required to work.

To apply in the 1st instance contact:
Dina Murphy, Forteith Foodservice

Glengallain Rd, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
Tel: 01631 569100

email. dina@forteith.lls.com

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination 
and ambition, we can off er you an exciting 
and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You would be part of a small, highly motivated 
team selling advertising and features for our 
well established, award winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and 
existing clients to generate and maintain 
lasting business relationships, and you will 
benefi t from on-going training, fi rst class 
support, job stability and the opportunity to 
work for a professional company that believes 
in rewarding success and eff ort. A full driving 
licence is essential.

Please apply by email with full C.V 

and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

BASED IN OBAN

£  Excellent 

    Basic 

+ £ Bonus 

+ Private 

    Health Care 

+ Pension 

+ Good 

    Holidays

CRAFTPERSON (GAS)
OBAN

STARTING SALARY £25,810 (£12.77/HR) RISING TO £27,745 
(£13.73/HR) + SUBSTANTIAL STANDBY AND CALLOUT PAYMENTS

SGN operates two of the largest gas distribution companies in the UK, with 
over 74,000km of gas mains and services in Scotland and the South of England. 
We have a responsibility to deliver gas safely, reliably and effi ciently to every one 
of our 5.8 million customers. We are dedicated to keeping our customers safe 
and warm by leading the way in energy delivery.

What we are looking for:

Ideally you will be a time served plumber or a third year apprentice 
preferably holding a City and Guilds and/or ACS accreditation

This is an excellent opportunity for someone with a plumbing background 
to be involved in a multi-skilled environment within our Scottish Independent 
Undertakings (SIUs) in Oban. Initially the successful applicant will be involved 
in boiler servicing, emergency duties and meter work. Other skills will be 
developed over time to include mains and service laying and other plant duties, 
with full training provided. The work will be physically and mentally demanding 
and you will be expected to work variable hours and participate in a high 

For more a more detailed job description and how to apply please visit 
our website www.sgn.co.uk or request an application form by emailing 
recruitment2014.Scotland@sgn.co.uk.

Applications must be received by close of business on Friday 10 April 2015.

SGN is an equal opportunities employer

Visitor Centre Manager
Jura Distillery

We are recruiting for a truly unique role in the company 
this year – for a permanent role as Visitor Centre 
Manager for Jura distillery. What makes this unique is 
not simply the job, but the chance to live and work on 
the beautiful island of Jura.

In this role you will be responsible for the experience 
that consumers have in the brand home. You will be 
creative in how you make this happen, whilst being 
practical to run the day to day needs of the Centre 
and to support the staff there. One day you may be 
planning a tasting, tour and personal chef for visiting 
royalty, the next you may be cleaning glasses for the 
11am tour.

We are looking for a person with a passion for whisky 
and island life. You may have a marketing, hospitality 
or distillery background along with creative drive, 
organisation skills and be a great host. You will be 
responsible for the visitor centre team, so management 
experience would be an advantage.

If you would like to apply, please email Wendy Ellen 
at hr@whyteandmackay.com

The following  vacancies have arisen:

 Customer Service Agents 
delivery drivers for delivery of bottled Gas for West 

Highland Gas Ltd Vacancies at out Lochgilphead Depot & 
Fort William Depot

 Trainee Concrete Batcher
 required for our Oban batching plant

 HGV Driver required
 for general haulage based at Oban depot

All interested parties please send in a CV or download an 
application form from the people and vacancies section on 
our website www.argyllresouces.co.uk and send to Susan 

MacLachlan, Argyll Resources, Torran Gorm, Industrial 
Estate, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4PL 

Tel: 01631 566370 or 
Email: susan@argyllresources.co.uk

Move with the Times
Chief Reporter

This is a key editorial appointment with 

Wyvex Media’s fl agship title, the Oban Times, 

the newspaper of record for the West Highlands 

which delivers Scotland’s second largest 

accredited weekly circulation.

BASED IN OBAN
£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 

+ Pension + Good Holidays

The ideal candidate will be an experienced, qualifi ed journalist who 
has worked in a busy regional or local newspaper environment at 
a senior level and who has the ambition, motivation and passion 
to take the next step in the development of their career.
He or she will be able to handle the pressures of leading a small, 
dedicated and talented team of reporters, keeping the title at the 
forefront of breaking news, while at the same time maintaining 
the strong grassroots connections with the many communities 
served by the Oban Times.
The challenges of the digital age will be regarded as opportunities 
and he or she will engage positively in harnessing the immense 
potential of web and social media platforms.
An appetite for hard work will be matched by a drive to deliver a 
quality news agenda for a discerning readership. 
In return, we off er an attractive salary and conditions with 
the prospect for advancement with one of Scotland’s leading 
independent newspaper publishers. Add the stunning backdrop 
of the West Highlands to this off er, and this makes a very appealing 
package.

Apply with C.V. and covering letter to ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited has a requirement for:

Motorman
£33,866 Ref: 456-SG
Small Ferry Division

Applications are invited for the position of Motorman for Tarbert/Portavadie but may be required 
to sail within the Small Ferry Division.

Responsible to the Skipper for a number of duties crucial to the operation of the vessel, including 
complying with the requirements of the Company Management System (including ISM code), 
reporting any technical problems or breakdown affecting its operation, to the Engineer in 
Charge.  In addition, you will also ensure the safety of all working areas and that main and 
auxiliary machinery maintenance is kept up to date.

Ideally, you will be fully qualifi ed to STCW 95 III/1 Offi cer of the Watch (Class 4 Motor) no power 
limit restrictions and unlimited area or be in possession of MEOL qualifi cation. Possession of a 
Boatmasters Tier 1 level 2 would be an advantage.

You must be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the customer interface and have 
a proactive approach to customer care.

A shift pattern will apply and this will normally consist of one week on / one week off.

If you are interested in this position, please respond by sending your CV quoting reference 
number 456-SG no later than 7th April 2015 to:

David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited

Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP

t: 01475 650144

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Lancaster 
Hotel

Staff Required 
bar and 

reception and 
house

Please call 
01631 562587 

between 9am - 4pm

Please note you’ll be employed by an Agent of NFU Mutual and not by NFU Mutual directly.

Sales Executive
£DOE  |  Full time  |  Campbeltown

An Agent for NFU Mutual

As an Agent for NFU Mutual, one of the UK’s leading general insurance and
financial services companies, I know that the sales staff I employ excel at
building trusted, long-term customer relationships. They’re more interested in
the face-to-face contact and understanding of their customer’s needs, than the
cold call and quick sell. It’s because of this approach that we’ve come to be
trusted as a local insurance adviser by so many who live and work in the area.

But it doesn’t stop there, we’ve identified a whole range of potential new
customers, across diverse new commercial markets. Now we need an
ambitious, friendly person with solid sales experience (doesn’t need to be
insurance specific) to make the most of all that potential. You’ll introduce NFU
Mutual’s respected brand and sell their product range to a whole host of new
and exciting businesses in your area, offering the first class service our office
has become renowned for

As an Agent for NFU Mutual, one of the UK’s leading general insurance and fi nancial 
services companies, I know that the sales staff  I employ excel at building trusted, 
long-term customer relationships. They’re more interested in the face-to-face contact 
and understanding of their customer’s needs, than the cold call and quick sell. It’s 
because of this approach that we’ve come to be trusted as a local insurance adviser 
by so many who live and work in the area.

But it doesn’t stop there, we’ve identifi ed a whole range of potential new customers, 
across diverse new commercial markets. Now we need an ambitious, friendly person 
with solid sales experience (doesn’t need to be insurance specifi c) to make the most 
of all that potential. You’ll introduce NFU Mutual’s respected brand and sell their 
product range to a whole host of new and exciting businesses in your area, off ering 
the fi rst class service our offi  ce has become renowned for.

If you like the sound of growing your sales career, email your CV to 
Rhona_Millar@nfumutual.co.uk or call 01586 552 428 for more information.

Closing date: 5 April 2015.

THE MACHRIHANISH  GOLF  CLUB
Machrihanish, Campbeltown, Argyll

has a vacancy for an

OFFICE  ASSISTANT 
We are looking for an enthusiastic hard working 

person prepared to work fl exible  hours, minimum 
of 16 hours per week with additional hours as and 

when required.

Whilst training will be available the successful 
applicant would ideally have some experience in 

Banking and the use of Word and Excel.

Please apply in writing enclosing CV  to:   The 
Secretary, The Machrihanish Golf Club, 

Machrihanish, Campbeltown, Argyll.  PA28 6PT   

Closing date  Friday 10th April 2015.

Cairnbaan 
Hotel

Kitchen and 
General 

Assistants 
required for 

immediate start
Wages dependent of 
age and experience
please call Darren 

Dobson
01546 603668
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Ardnacross is a family farm on the Isle 

of Mull, with holiday letting properties. 

We are looking for a full time 

housekeeper to help in the main 

house and administer 

the cleaning,management and 

Saturday changeovers  of the 

holiday letting houses. 

This is a full time job with an excellent 
annual salary and bonus and access 

to the farm produce. 

Driving licence and car essential. 

Please call Rory Forrester on 01680300371 

or email to enquiries@ardnacross.com

Receptionist/
Admin Assistant 

required for Oban Office 
to cover Maternity Leave

CV’s to info@macarthurlegal.co.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, 
FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/00559/FUL

15/00862/FUL

15/00871/FUL

15/00937/FUL

Development Address

Land East of Fairfields
Upper Inverroy
Roy Bridge

Land 80M NE of Croft 204
Arivegaig
Acharacle

Ambulance Depot
Nevis Road
Inverlochy
Fort William

Land South of 6 Cleadale
Isle  of Eigg

Proposal Description

Erection of house

Proposed 1.5 Storey House

Part change of use to Class 4 MOT 
station in addition to the car hire 
centre previously approved

Convert byre to dwelling & erection 
of timber ‘pod’ to be used as an 
ancillary garden shed/temporary 
sleeping accommodation

PLANNING
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ARGYLL AND BUTE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT PLANNING) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2008

ARGYLL AND BUTE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2015 

On 26th March 2015 Argyll and Bute Council adopted the above named local development plan.

The plan may be inspected free of charge at the Planning and Regulatory Services offices at 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, 

PA31 8RD and at all public libraries within the Argyll and Bute Council Area.

The plan is also available on the council website www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/LDP

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 
Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 
open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.
Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/00405/PP Change of use and erection of extension to existing 
boatshed to form refreshment kiosk

The Kiosk Calgary Bay Car 
Park Calgary Isle Of Mull 
PA75  6QQ

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

15/00606/PP Erection of replacement kiosk. Macdonalds Filling Station 
Salen Isle Of Mull Argyll And 
Bute PA72 6JF

Sub Post Office Aros 
Isle of Mull

15/00642/PP Change of use of vacant offices to form residential 
flat

1C Combie Street Oban
Argyll And Bute PA34 4HN

Oban Area Office

15/00700/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse, demolition 
of existing buildings and amendments to existing 
access tracks

Plot 1 Lagganmore Kilninver 
Oban Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

15/00701/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse, demolition 
of existing buildings and amendments to existing 
access tracks

Plot 2 Lagganmore Kilninver 
Oban Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

15/00702/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse, demolition 
of existing buildings and amendments to existing 
access tracks

Plot 3 Lagganmore Kilninver 
Oban Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

15/00703/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse, demolition 
of existing buildings and amendments to existing 
access tracks

Plot 4 Lagganmore Kilninver 
Oban Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/00667/LIB Partial demolition, alterations and extension of 
existing steading to form 12 dwellinghouses and 
associated storage building

The Steading Kilmelford 
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Kilmelford

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to 
Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 
should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02836/PP Alterations, extension and change of use of existing 
outbuilding to form holiday accommodation

Tarbert House Shore Street
Bowmore Isle Of Islay Argyll 
And Bute PA43 7LB

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

15/00659/PP Erection of roof extension to house two additional 
tuns within tun room

Rockside Farm Bruichladdich
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA49 7UT

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD.

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS 

Mrs G M Johnston, Mr J R 
Johnston, Mrs F O’Donnell & 
Mrs Una M Fair

252 Ardtoe, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart

Whole croft 

4.87.54612

Mr P A Yielder

Part 26/27 Auchnahard, 
Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon

0.169 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 

4.86.54950

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.

Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

DECROFTING DIRECTION 
ISSUED

Miss E M MacKenzie

2 Lorgbaw, Kilchoman

0.11 ha - Amenity ground 

4.86.50878

Conditions: 1, 3 (c), 4

Conditions

(1) Acquisition of area within 
5 years of the date of direc-
tion and notification made to 
Commission within 3 months 
of acquisition.

(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:

(c) acquisition

(4) That fence shall be main-
tained in good order and 
repair by each successive 
owner or occupier of the 
land.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date of 
this advert.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Ewan J Trotter has 
registered their croft The 
Croft, No 9 Muirshearlich, 
Kilmallie, PH33 7PB on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by December 
10, 2015.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C926

Human Resources Administrator
(25 hours per week)

Marine Harvest (Scotland) is the largest Aquaculture Company 
operating in Scotland. Our marine and freshwater sites are located 
throughout the West Coast, Outer Isles and Argyll. 
We are seeking to appoint a Human Resources Administrator to 
join our Human Resources Department based in Fort William. The 
post holder will assist in all aspects of administration.
Experience of working within a busy fast moving office environment 
is essential. Applicants should be fully computer literate, organised, 
reliable & punctual and an attention to detail is essential.  Good 
communication skills and a confident telephone manner are vital 
for this role.  
Working 25 hours per week, the working pattern will be agreed with 
the successful candidate.
If you feel that you possess the relevant 
experience and are looking for a new challenge,    
please apply in writing, to: Gillian Dempster, 
Human Resources Assistant, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd., Stob Ban House, Glen Nevis 
Business Park, Fort William PH33 6RX. The 
closing date for applications is Friday 24th 
April 2015.

LEVEN HOMES LTD 
KINLOCHLEVEN
Painter/Decorator 

experienced in Ames 
taping essential
Immediate start

Driving license an 
advantage

£14ph + overtime

Please contact us on 
01855831900 or
levenhomes@
btinternet.com

Career Opportunity
Young Person’s Worker (Argyll and Bute)

35 hours per week

£20,798 - £26,860 per annum

We now have a fantastic opportunity for a Young Person’s Worker in the North 
Regional Team. This is a key position within Who Cares? Scotland and will 
provide independent advocacy for care experienced children and young people 
across Argyll and Bute. The post holder will place young people at the heart of 
everything they do to help them live a positive life.

The right candidate will be educated to HNC/SVQ 3 level or equivalent, with 
experience of working directly with young people, both individually and in 
groups. A commitment to children’s rights and working in partnership with 
young people is essential for this post. It is likely the post holder will be based 
from home therefore a full driving licence is also essential.

For further information on the post and to download an application form, please 
visit our website www.whocaresscotland.org/vacancies

Closing date for applications: 5th April 2015

JOB SEARCH
ESTABLISHED 

CLEANER
has vacancies for 

new clients
Oban to Appin 

area
Telephone 

01631 720414 or 
077486 93567

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mr Angus John Cameron 
has registered his croft 81 
Portuairk, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 10th 
December 2015.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home.   
The croft registration 
number is C 931.

Friends of Oban 
Hospice

AGM
Monday 27th April 

2015
Glencruitten 

Church Centre @ 
7.30pm

All welcome

Site Manager – Oban Area

REQUIRE

HGV DRIVER
for

CONCRETE MIXER & SKIP VEHICLES
RELEVANT LICENCES & CERTIFICATES

ESSENTIAL
APPLY:- HARRY ROSS,

TEL: 07919 214995 
OR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

The Waterfront 
Fishouse, Cuan Mor and 
its sister restaurants are 
currently recruiting all 
levels of kitchen and 

Front of House staff  for 
the coming season 
(full and part time 

vacances available).
For chef vacancies 

please contact 
alexwaterfrontoban@
hotmail.co.uk and for 

front of house contact 
bryandavidlivingston@

icloud.com

Enable Scotland 
(L.T.W) are now 

recruiting 3 posts.

1 x 24 Hour + 
2 x 15 Hours
For Further Information 
and Online Applications 

go to 
www.enablescotlandjobs.

org.uk

PRACTICE NURSE VACANCY
We are looking for a Practice Nurse to join our team at 

Lochgilphead Medical Centre.

This permanent post is for 18 hours weekly and will be based in 
Furnace and Inveraray Surgeries.  
The successful candidate will deliver a high standard of patient 
care and should be experienced in chronic disease management, 
health promotion and should have good communication skills. 
Experience in sexual health and family planning would be useful. 
The ability to work as part of a team is essential.  Further training 
will be available if required.  
Pay will be dependent on experience.
Closing date for applications is 30th April 2015.
For further information on this post please contact our Practice 
Nurse team on 01546 462002 or to apply for the post contact 
Muriel Miller Practice Manager on the above number.



£
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MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE STOVES

MOBILITY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com
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ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CALL 01631 568000

ADVERTISING

ONLINE AUCTION

like us on facebook       www.facebook.com/obantimes

WHISKY TRADING

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
EST. 1880 

Breadalbane Street, Oban

24 hour Family run business 
Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.

Telephone: 01631 562562
Email: info@munns-oban.co.uk

www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS CHIMNEY SERVICES

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact:- Michael Swailes 
07887608082

afamservices@tiscali.co.uk

TREE SERVICES

SEWING MACHINES

NORTHERN
INDUSTRIAL SEWING MACHINES

SALES, HIRE, SERVICE OF ALL
INDUSTRIAL SEWING

MACHINERY

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Tel: 01586 830217
Email: terry.northernsewing@btinternet.com

COCKLES WANTED
is looking for regular supplies of cockles.

Tel 01631 570021

WANTED

CARAVAN ENGINEER

BLINDS

PAINTING CONTRACTORS

MATHS TUTOR

Contact Sally on: 01631 705070 
www.facebook.com/ObanMathsTutor 

S1-S2 
 

Highers/Adv Highers 
Adult Refresher 
College/University stats 

Support classwork 
 

Job/interview prep. 
 

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

BONE CHINA TEA SET 

tea set, colour blue  £45 
Telephone 01631 563269.
SUIT CASE Carlton suit 
case hard bodied with 
wheels, colour green good 
size, in good condition   £8 
Telephone 07561 341825 ².

 BABY EQUIPMENT
CHICCO KEY 1 ISOFIX 
CAR SEAT Black, as new 
condition, hardly used as 
a spare seat, no accidents. 

Suitable from 9-18kgs   £80 
Telephone 01631 570930.
DOUBLE BUGGY suitable 
for infant and toddler, 

Telephone 01631 720599.
SWINGING CRIB Little 
Angels beechwood crib 
without mattress. Good 
condition   £20 Telephone 
01631 710727.
TRADITIONAL PRAM 
small traditional pram with 
detachable chassis, sun 
canopy and storage tray, 
converts to pushchair, 

Telephone 01631 720599.

 BICYCLES
CHILDRENS WEERIDE 
BALANCE BIKE  White, 
blue and yellow. As new, 
only been outside twice. 
10inch wheels, seat height 
35-45cm, suitable from 18 
months   £35 Telephone 
01631 570930.
LADIES BIKE All terrain 
Edinburgh Contour ladies/

girls bike, 18 speed, needs 
attention.  Lochgilphead   
£15 Telephone 07810 
026663.

 BOOKS
SCHAUM PIANO COURSE 
Grades A to E tutor books 
by J W Schaum. Spean 
Bridge area   £20 Tele-
phone 01397 712009.

 BUILDING / DIY
DOUBLE EXTENSION 
LADDER Aluminium, 9 
tread, domestic, very clean, 
buyer collects   £25 Tele-
phone 01631 720377.
LADDER STAND-OFF 
BRACKET Aluminium 
stand-off bracket for use 

Telephone 07810 026663.

sion ladders, heavy duty, 
aluminium, 14 rungs each 

Lochgilphead   £99.50 
Telephone 07810 026663.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
CAR RADIO CD PLAY-
ER  VDO CD 138. in full 
working order, located in 
Lochgair  £20 Telephone 
01546 886236.
TROLLEY JACK 1500kg 
Hydraulic Floor Jack in 
good condition,spare seals 

01631 563096.

 CDS, DVDS AND 
VIDEOS

DVDS Bag of 30 assorted 
DVDs,  £10 Telephone 
07810 026663.
PRE-RECORDED TAPES 

reel tapes including The 
Kinks/Doors/Bee Gees, 
Crosby Stills & Nash & T 

£50 Telephone 01397 
712009.

 CLOTHES, SHOES AND 
ACCESSORIES

ANIMAL BAG good size 
black with white letters  
across front. New never 
used good for weekend bag 
etc,  £10 Telephone 07561 
341825 ².
GIRLS WALKING BOOTS  
size 4 Karrimor waterproof 
walking boots, hardly 
worn,great condition, 
located in Lochgair,  £10 
Telephone 01546 886236.
NORTH FACE BAG silver 
and grey good size could 
do as a weekend bag etc,  
with shoulder strap for car-
rying. New,  £10 Telephone 
07561 341825 ².

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

XBOX 360 GAMES 15 
games including mine-
craft,gta4 and batman 
arkham city,asylum and 
origins(please call for full 
list),  £25 Telephone 07868 
481242.
XBOX 360 GAMES ass 
creed 3,brotherhood,rev-
elations,GTA 5,halo 
cea,2,3,3ods,4,reach and 
wars,need for speed most 
wanted,the run+rivals 
30,  £30 Telephone 07868 
481242.
XBOX360 250GB GO turtle 
beach headset,play and go 

tery packs,controller,kinect 

+ 8 games incl advanced 
warfare,  £99 Telephone 
07868 481242.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

TRAYS two table warmers 
for keeping food warm, 
black and silver good con-
dition,  £8 Telephone 07561 
341825 ².
TUMBLE DRYER white 
Knight, 6 kilo, white, good 
working order ,  £40 Tele-
phone 01866 822341.

 DOMESTIC PETS 
GERMAN SHEPHERD 
PUPPIES 1 sable & 3 
black & tan females, KC 
reg'd & microchipped. 

make loyal family pets. 

Ready soon   £650 
Telephone 01586 553979².

 FIREARMS

with Pecar scope   £680 
Telephone 01499 600219.

 FURNITURE
COFFEE TABLE Mahog-
any veneer with glass 
inserts and magazine shelf. 
52"X25". Good condition   
£20 Telephone 01631 
710727.
FIRESIDE CHAIR  choco-

chair   £35 ono Telephone 
07771 681516.
PATIO/GARDEN TABLE 
AND CHAIRS Round 
wooden folding table and 
four matching folding 

£75 Telephone 01631 
720425.
RISE AND RECLINER 
CHAIR chocolate brown 
leather electric chair   £35 
ono Telephone 07771 
681516.
SOFA BED (DOUBLE) 
2-seater sofa. Multicolour 
patterned fabric, with 
removable, washable cush-
ion covers. Good condition. 
Buyer collects, Kintyre   £50 
Telephone 01583 421358  .
THREE SEATER SETTEE 
and Armchair, cream 
leather recliners. Very good 
condition   £250 Telephone 
01546 603472.
THREE SEATER SUITE 
red, in good condition   £90  
Telephone 01397 703446².
TWO 2-SEATER SOFAS 
Matching deep red chenille 
2-seater sofas. 3 yrs old, 

good condition.  Priced per 
sofa. Campbeltown, will 
deliver for mileage   £75 
Telephone 07833 231794.
TWO SEATER SUITE red, 
in good condition   £75 
Telephone 01397 703446².

 GARDEN
RAIN WATER BARREL 
garden rain water barrel 
complete with stand lid and 
tap, very clean and unused   
£20 Telephone 01866 
822341.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
MIRRORED WARDROBE 
DOORS 2 sets of 2 gold 
effect aluminium framed 
mirror wardrobe doors each 

To collect   £40 Telephone 
01880 821472.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

SAMSONITE HOLDALL 
Large, wheeled Samsonite 
holdall.  Brand new. Loch-
gilphead   £30 Telephone 
07810 026663.
YAMAHA ORGAN 
COURSE  Complete 
course for a double manual 
Yamaha Electone organ. 
Includes cassettes, reg-
istrations & sheet music. 
Spean Bridge area   £15 
Telephone 01397 712009.

 LIVESTOCK
ENGLISH SPRINGER 
SPANIEL PUPS 4 bitches 
left.  Parents from working 
strain and can be seen.  
Dam KC registered. Con-
tact Brendan at Ardlamont 
Estate 

b rendanq30@hotma i l .
co.uk £300 Telephone 
01700 811596 or  07584 
664050².
LAMBING BITCH aged 
4, travels on ATV, bred by 
Iain Shaw   £995 Telephone 
01852 200500.
PEDIGREE SIMMENTAL 
BULL 22month old, hi-
health herd and BVD and 
Johnes tested    Telephone 
01879 220504².
QUALITY HY-LINE POL 
Pullets   Telephone 07968 
259502².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, 
Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle 
of Skye, Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool 
and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and 
friends at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.scot-
tishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALENDAR, 
fabulous views of the West 
Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  

a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk.  

 MISCELLANEOUS
METAL DETECTOR C. 
Scope 122OXD, good 
working condition, head-
phones and treasures   £90 
Telephone 07826 699407.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

WESTFIELD ELECTRIC 

string guitar with leather 
strap and guitar stand. 
Ideal for beginner. Spean 
Bridge area   £50 Tele-
phone 01397 712009.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

BOARD BAG Burton 
snowboard / ski bag black 

condition  £10 Telephone 
07561 341825 ².
FISHING BOOTS Orvis 

colour in good condition   £5 
Telephone 07561 341825 ².
SKI BAGS Ski bag Atomic 

Telephone 07561 341825 ².

 PET ACCESSORIES
BIRDCAGE - FERPLAST 
23 X 13 X 22 1/2 inches, 

complete with feed dishes 
and perches   £20 Tele-
phone 01880 770219.
FISH TANK 60 X 30 X 
38cm, complete with hood 

Telephone 01880 770219.
NEW WICKER DOG BED 

Bed, Bought for £55.would 
suite Labrador or larger 

up from Campbeltown   £30 
Telephone 07850 176621.

 POWER TOOLS
CHAINSAW  Partner petrol 
chainsaw. Lochgilphead   
£60 Telephone 07810 
026663.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF SCRAP 
METAL we uplift scrap 
cars, copper, brass, lead 
etc.  Smaller quantities 
considered   Telephone 
07435 589701.
WANTED SUPER 8 Film 
Projector   Telephone 
01546 606894 or pop into 
The Archway, Lochgilphe-
ad.

£225
Telephone 01583 431105

DOUBLE OVEN

Zanussi ZCV563DN 
electric cooker, energy 

rating A, H 89.5  W 49.5 
D 60, black ceramic hob, 
easy clean enamel oven, 

as new, buyer uplifts.



BIRTHS
ALLEN - TERRIS - Sarah 
Allen and Robbie Terris 
announce with joy, the birth 
of their son William James 
Bell Terris on March 12, 
2015. Sarah's family are from 
Manchester and Robbie is 
the son of Barbara Terris 
and James Low, grandson of 
Curstan Black and John Bell 
Terris of Oban. Both families 
warmly welcome William.

GOLDEN WEDDING
MACLEOD - PATERSON - 
On March 24, 1965 at Kilmore 
and Kilbride Church by the late 
Rev Ian Carmichael and the 
late Rev Angus MacLeod, Iain 
G to Elizabeth (Betty). Present 
address: Flaunden Park HT3 
0PY.

DEATHS
BAYLEY - CONEY - 
Peacefully after a long illness 
borne with uncomplaining 
courage and dignity on 
March 19, 2015 in her 84th 
year, Ruth Jacqueline (née 
Bayley), much respected and 
internationally acclaimed 
Artist and Illustrator and 
dearly loved exemplar, sadly 
missed by kith and kin, 
colleagues and beneficiaries. 
A bursary is being established 
for young artists in Ruth 
Bayley’s honour.
CAMERON - Peacefully 
at home on March 10, 2015, 
Donald aged 91 years, loving 
husband of the late Emma, 
wonderful father, grandfather 
and great grandfather. Funeral 
service was held on Monday, 
March 16 at St John's RC 
Church and thereaft er laid to 
rest in Kilmallie Cemetery.
DOCHERTY - Lyanne Shona 
of Acharachle and Kilchoan, 
Ardnamurchan and latterly 
living in Paisley. Lyanne sadly 
passed away on Wednesday 
March 18, 2015 at Gartnavel 
Hospital, Glasgow after a long 
illness aged 26 years. Beloved 
daughter of Mairi Irvine (née 
Docherty/née Smith) and step-
father Andrew Irvine, loving 
sister to her brother Lewis 
Docherty, much loved niece to 
uncle Gordon and aunt Lina, 
uncle Iain and aunt Carol and 
granddaughter to Angus and 
step-granddaughter to David 
and Delia. Funeral service at 
Cardross Crematorium on 
Friday March 27 at 1.15pm.
MACCALLUM - On March 
2, 2015, suddenly in Thailand, 
Norman MacCallum, in his 
59th year, beloved elder son 
of Ethel and the late Archie 
MacCallum, much loved 
brother of Duncan and the 
late Catherine and dear 
uncle of Natalie. A memorial 
service was held at Inveraray 
Parish Church, on March 
23, followed by a private 
interment of ashes at Glen 
Shira Cemetery. With thanks 
to Dr Roddy MacLeod for 
a comforting service, Stan 
Lupton Funeral Directors for 
professional services, organist 
Charles Walker for music and 
to all who attended the service 
to pay their last respects. 
The collection for the British 
Heart Foundation and Cancer 
Research UK raised £400.
MACKINNON - Passed away, 
aft er a long illness bravely 
borne, at the Campbeltown 
Hospital, on March 21, 2015, 
Hector MacMillan MacKinnon, 
in his 92nd year, 91 Ralston 
Road, Campbeltown and 
formerly of Cornaig, Tiree, 
dearly beloved husband of Mary 
MacKenzie, much loved father 
of Catherine, Norman and 
Mairi, father-in-law of Leslie, 
Gillian and David, adored papa 
of Ronald, Christina, Russell, 
Rosslyn, Calum and Ross and 
great grampa of Mollie. Service 
will take place in the Lorne 
and Lowland Parish Church, 
on Friday, March 27, 2015 at 
1.00pm, funeral thereaft er to 
Kilkerran Cemetery. Friends 
please accept this intimation 
and invitation. Family fl owers 
only please. A retiral collection 
will be held in aid of the Lorne 
and Lowland Parish Church and 
Cancer Research.
MACKINNON - Peacefully 
in Abbeyfi eld Care Home 
Ballachulish on March 17, 
2015, Jessie, beloved wife of 
the late Neil, mother of David, 
mother in law of Eileen gran 
to Helen and Lisa and great 
gran to James and Andrew. 
Funeral service was held at 
Onich Parish Church on 
Wednesday, March 25 then laid 
to rest with with Neil at Innis na 
Birlinn Cemetery.
MACNEIL - Nancy Carol 
Macneil of Barra - On March 
21, 2015 in Edinburgh. 
Funeral service on Saturday, 
March 28 at 11.00 am at Our 
Lady of the Star of the Sea, 
Castlebay; interment Cueir 
Cemetery, Isle of Barra.
MACNICOL - Peacefully 
at Moncreiffe Care Home, 
Bridge of Earn on March 20, 
2015, aged 85 years, Seumas, 
devoted husband of Anne 
and beloved father of Andrew 
and Catriona, dearly loved 
by the family and all who 
knew him. Funeral service 
to be held in Perth Baptist 
Church, Almond View, Perth 
on Wednesday April, 1 at 
2.00pm, to which all relatives 
and friends are respectfully 
invited. Interment thereafter 
at Glen Orchy Parish 
Churchyard on Thursday 
April, 2 at 1.00pm.  Flowers 
welcome and, if desired, 
donations may be given at the 
Church for Dementia UK.

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code 
of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the 
advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable 
refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the 
error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of 
a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, 
damages or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series 
of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice 
or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as 
though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

wyvexmedia.co.uk

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD
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CHARITY DONATIONS

GRADUATION

Allan and Marina Colthart announce the graduation of 
their daughter Victoria Colthart in Bachelor of Nursing 
in Adult Nursing. Grand-daughter of Robin and Cathy 
Colthart, Appin and Mary and the late Basil Curran, 

Co Meath, Ireland.

REID - Christina Bruce 
née Pryde, Livingston 
formerly Balgreen Farm/
Easdale Island. Peacefully 
at St Michael’s Hospital, 
Linlithgow, on Sunday March 
22, 2015, aged 81 years, 
Christina widow of the late 
Donald, much loved mother 
of Catriona and Caroline, 
mother-in-law to Philip 
adored gran and great-gran. 
Funeral service at the Kirk of 
Calder, Mid Calder on  Friday, 
March 27, 2015 at 11.00am 
thereafter to Mid Calder 
Cemetery arriving 11.30am.
SCOTT - (Haddington) 
- Christina (Chris) née 
MacGougan, died March 18, 
2015, in her 88th year, beloved 
wife of the late Donnie Scott, 
dearest mum, granny and 
great-grandmother. Will be 
greatly missed. At rest.
YOUNG - Peacefully at Lorn 
& Islands Hospital, Oban, 
after a 2 day stay and after five 
years at Lynn of Lorne Care 
Home, Benderloch, aged 70, 
Mary MacDougall beloved 
wife of Watson Young, 
stepmother to Linsey and 
Ilona, sister to Jean and Coll.  
She will be sorely missed.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BANKS - Following the 
recent death of her sister-in-
law Marjory Banks, Ishbel 
Banks wishes to thank the 
following , the kind, efficient 
staff at the Lynne of Lorne 
Care Home, Benderloch who 
looked after Marjory so well 
for the past six years. D & A 
Munn, Undertakers for their 
able and sympathetic handling 
of the funeral, Rev Chris 
Fulcher for the compassionate 
and eloquent funeral service, 
the friends, neighbours and 
former colleagues of Marjory 
who came to the funeral. 
Lastly grateful thanks go to 
the staff of the Royal Hotel, 
Oban for the excellent buffet.
CAMERON - Marion and 
Catherine would like to thank 
relatives, friends, neighbours 
and colleagues for messages of 
support following the sad loss 
of our dad Donald. Thank you 
to Fr McAuley for his spiritual 
guidance, to Mike McFall and 
staff for the compassionate 
care throughout the funeral 
arrangements, MacDonald 
Bros for the lovely floral 
tributes, Dr Massie and Dr 
Douglas and all at Tweeddale 
Medical Practice for the 
wonderful care dad received. 
The Moorings Hotel for 
catering and to all who came 
to pay their last respects at the 
church and graveside and who 
generously donated £600 for 
CAU Belford Hospital and 
Tweeddale Medical Practice 
in dad's memory.

MACLEOD - The MacLeod 
family would like to thank 
all those near and far who 
took time to attend Diane's 
funeral. We are overwhelmed 
with gratitude for all the kind 
words, support and for all 
the donations in aid of the 
Macmillan nurses. Special 
thanks to Funeral Directors 
D & A Munn, Reverend 
Ken Hunter and all at Visit 
Scotland.
SHAW - Mary, Sandra, 
Robert, Donald, Mairi and 
their families would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their 
kindness and support in 
their recent sad loss. Sincere 
thanks to all the doctors and 
nursing staff in Glenaray 
Ward, Lochgilphead for their 
dedicated care throughout. 
Our grateful thanks to the 
homecare team for their 
special care and fulfilling 
Alex's wish to remain 
at home; to Rev Roddy 
MacLeod for a comforting 
service, which was very much 
appreciated by us "Moran 
Taing". Our thanks to Roddy 
and Fiona of D MacDonald 
Funeral Directors for their 
care and professionalism 
at a very difficult time, to 
Andrew and Sarah of the 
Galley of Lorn for excellent 
catering, to our organist, 
Sandy Thomson, for your 
thoughtful choice of music 
and also his wife Rhona for 
the beautiful church flowers. 
Our thanks also to Piper, Iain 
Campbell. The sum of £780 
was collected for Glenaray 
Ward, Lochgilphead.

MEMORIAMS
CAMERON – In loving 
memory of Iain Cameron, 
died March 31, 2014.
His nature was loving and 
giving
His heart was made of pure 
gold
And to us who truly love him
His memory will never grow 
old.
- Louise and family Strontian, 
Ardtornish, Stonehaven and 
Kilmarnock.
CAMERON - Peter. In 
fondest remembrance of our 
late father Peter Cameron 
formerly of Kentallen. 
It is now a year since you left 
us to climb the stairway to 
Heaven, we know you keep 
a watchful eye over all your 
family through the windows 
of heaven, sorely missed, 
fondly remembered.  
- Dugie and Donald

CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of Ian 'SCAPA', 
who died March 24, 2013.
The moon is shining brightly 
now
over the dark Oban bay
And we were wishing you 
were here
to share another day.
- Your loving family.
CLARK - In loving memory 
of my dear aunt Effie, died 
at Kilninian, Isle of Mull on  
March 26,  2009. 
close to my heart you will 
always stay, loved and 
remembered every day. 
I love and miss you so much.
- Loving niece Mary and 
husband Bobby.
HAY - In fond and loving 
memory of Jimmy, a dear 
husband, father, father-in-
law and grandfather who 
passed away on March 18, 
2006.
Always in our thoughts.
- Joan, Donald, Anthea, Iain 
and families .
MACDONALD - In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
and grandmother Morag, 
who died on March 31, 2005.
Sadly missed.
- Inserted by her family 
Bunessan, Mull and Oban.
MACGREGOR - In loving 
memory of Annie Mac, who 
died March 23, 2000. 
A dear friend and god-
mother, sadly missed and 
always in my thoughts.
- Archie.
MACKINNON - Loving 
memories of my dear wife 
Isabella who passed away 
March 29, 2010.
Gone are the days we used 
to share
But in my heart you are 
always there
Never more than a thought 
away
Loved and remembered 
every day.
Also remembering loved 
ones gone before and after.
- Your loving husband 
Donald.
McNICOL - Loving 
memories of dear parents 
and grand-parents, Janet, 
died March 24, 1986 and 
Duncan, died November 29, 
1987.
Remembered and loved 
always.
- Nellie, Tommy and family.
MOYES - In loving 
memory of Flora who 
died March 30, 1990.
Those we loved don't go away
They walk beside us everyday
Unseen, unheard 
but always near
Still loved, still 
missed and very dear
- Anne, Caroline, Ted and 
families, Selkirk, Lerwick 
and Maryburgh.
PROSSER - In loving 
memory of Mary, our dear 
mum, gran and great-granny 
who died March 26, 1997.
Treasured memories of 
someone special
Forever loved and missed by 
us all
- Betty and family
WALKER - In loving 
memory of my dear father 
Archie, who died March 29, 
1996.
Sadly missed.
- Inserted by his dear son 
Archie
WALKER - In loving 
memory of our father and 
grandfather Archie, who 
passed away March 29, 1996.
Always in our thoughts
- Allan and family, Islay, 
Gartmore and Blanefield.
WALKER - In loving 
memory of our father 
Archibald, who died March 
29, 1996.
You are in our thoughts 
forever.
- Inserted by Donald and 
Morag, Airport Cottage, 
Islay.

Thought for the week
Prior to his arrival in Jeru-
salem on Palm Sunday Jesus 
told his disciples: ‘The Son 
of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for 
many.’ (Mark 10:45) Jesus 
knew that he was going to 
die within a week of his ar-
rival at Jerusalem, and what 
he has to say about his death 
is very significant. When he 
described his death as a ran-
som he was using the kind of 
language that referred to the 
price that had to be paid in 
order for a slave to gain his 

freedom. Jesus gave his life 
on the cross to set us free 
from slavery to sin.

By dying for the sins of 
the world, Jesus fulfilled 
the picture found in the 
prophesy of Isaiah, where he 
is described as the suffering 
servant of God. Arriving in 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday 
he is hailed as a king and 
welcomed with the glad 
shout of ‘hosanna!’ By the 
end of the week the shout 
had changed to ‘crucify!’. As 
God’s servant, Jesus lived a 
life of perfect obedience to 

God, even when it involved 
suffering and dying to pay 
the price of sin. The cross of 
Jesus sets us free from the 
guilt and power of sin. The 
cross of Jesus sets us free 
to love and serve God by 
serving others. As we believe 
in Jesus we find forgiveness 
of sin and eternal life, and so 
become his disciples today. 
Jesus has given us an ex-
ample to follow. This is our 
God, the servant king – he 
calls us now to follow him. 
Will you respond to his call?

 Rev. George Cringles

More fabulous 

fundraising 

endeavours from

Red Nose Day

Mallaig and the surrounding area organised a big dance event for the local schools and 
community, raising £1117. t13mallaig01no

Lochdonhead primary school pupils with 
their funny faces. t13lochdon01no

Pupils at Ulva primary school in their 
outfi ts for red nose day. t13ulvanose01no

Spean bridge primary put a fair-trade slant on their red nose fundraising.  t13speannose01no

Children of Dervaig primary school raised £239 for Comic Relief. t13dervaig01no



28 SPORT Thursday 26 March, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Gr-eight win as 
Saints march on 
in Marshall Cup

Football

Oban Saints 8
Jamestown 1
Jimmy Marshall Cup

BOWLED OVER: It was a clean sweep for Sandy Black, second from right, in this season’s carpet bowls 
at Benderloch, winning the club singles, club doubles and skipping the winning rink, who

are also pictured. 

OBAN Saints eased into the 
quarter finals of the Scottish 
Amateur Football League Jimmy 
Marshall cup with an emphatic 
8 - 1 win over Premier Division 
One strugglers Jamestown last 
Saturday.
 In marked contrast to Saints’ 
last outing two weeks ago, the 
game was played in perfect 
weather conditions on the 3G 
pitch at Oban high school, where 
the large crowd were royally 
entertained by some excellent 
football from the home side.
 Manager Iain Jackson gave a 
start in goal to Thomas McCull-
och but, with that exception, 
kept the same starting 11 from 
the previous league victory over 
Haldane United.
 Saints started brightly with Lew-
is Cameron looking in the mood 
on the right wing. In the third 
minute Lewis made a jinking run 
into the box and sent a tantalising 
cut-back across goal which fell 
agonisingly behind strikers Ally 
McKerracher and Allan MacKay.
 Saints were stunned in the 
11th minute when Jamestown 
took the lead with their first 
attempt on goal. A long ball 
through the inside right channel 
caught the Saints back-line of 
Jamie Graham, Marc MacCal-
lum and Dougal Graham square, 
allowing Nikki McGeachy a clear 
run on goal. The Jamestown man 
rounded keeper Thomas McCull-

och - who wisely elected not to 
foul him - before rolling the ball 
into the empty net.
 Saints drew level on the half-
hour mark when Ally McKer-
racher cut across the edge of the 
box and fired in a terrific left 
foot shot from the edge of the ‘D’ 
which beat the keeper low down 
to his left.
 Donnie Campbell was now be-
ginning to find his passing range 
and his 34th-minute ball over the 
top picked out Allan MacKay 
who cleverly lobbed the ball over 
the advancing keeper to give 
Saints a deserved 2-1 lead. 
 In the 37th minute Jamestown 
had another brief foray in the 
Saints half and danger man Nikki 
McGeachy brought out a smart 
save from Thomas McCulloch 
low down to his right.

Combined well
 The home side stretched their 
advantage in the 43rd minute 
when Jamie Graham and Lewis 
Cameron combined well on the 
right wing to set up Allan Mac-
Kay for a cool, right foot finish 
to give the home side a deserved 
3 - 1 half time lead.
 Saints came flying out of the 
traps at the start of the second 
half with a rampaging run from 
Myles McAuley leaving a string 
of Jamestown players in his 
wake. Regrettably for Myles, an 
attempted one-two with Donnie 
Campbell on the edge of the box 
narrowly failed to come off and 
the chance was lost.
 In the 58th minute Allan Mac-
Kay had a chance to complete 

his hat-trick when Lewis Cam-
eron’s well-placed pass sent him 
through one-on-one with the 
goalkeeper. Allan rounded the 
advancing Craig Dillon but took 
the ball too wide and the chance 
was gone.
 Just one minute later the roles 
were reversed with Allan picking 
out Lewis who made no mistake 
with a crisp left foot finish from 
16 yards out. That proved to be 
Allan’s last involvement as he 
was withdrawn by Iain Jackson 
and replaced in attack by Dean 
Smith.
 Dean’s impact was instant and 
he was desperately unlucky to see 
his well struck shot from yet an-
other Donnie Campbell through 
ball saved by the Jamestown 
keeper. 
 The home side increased their 
lead in the 65th minute when 
Jamie Graham thundered in a 
magnificent right foot shot from 
the corner of the box which flew 
past the goalkeeper into the post-
age stamp corner for a rare but 
spectacular goal for the Saints 
defender to make the score 5-1.
 David McArthur then joined 
the action, replacing Paul Kerr 
who had given another assured 
performance in the midfield 
holding role.
 Donnie Campbell continued 
to impress in midfield and in 
the 69th minute threaded a 
perfectly-weighted pass through 
to Lewis Cameron who stroked 

the ball past the keeper for his 
second and Saints sixth goal.
 Before the re-start, veteran 
defender Alex Craik came on to 
replace captain Marc MacCallum 
taking up both Marc’s central 
defensive role and the captain’s 
armband.
 With 15 minutes remaining 
Jackson made his final changes, 
replacing wide men Ally McK-
erracher and Craig MacEwan 
with Martin Bonar and Scott 
Maitland.
 The unlucky Dean Smith was 
foiled again but this time the 
keeper failed to hold his shot 
and the ball broke loose to Lewis 

Cameron who converted the re-
bound to complete his hat-trick.
 The scoring was completed in 
stoppage time with Dean Smith 
driving into the box and cutting 
the ball along the six-yard line, 
presenting Donnie Campbell 
with a simple tap-in to round off 
his excellent performance with a 
well deserved goal.
 All in all a good day at the office 
for Saints who, but for some way-
ward finishing and good goal-
keeping, could easily have hit dou-
ble figures. The match was well 
handled by referee John Stobo. 
 Saints’ reward for this second 
round victory is a home quar-

ter-final clash against Premier 
Division title rivals Haldane 
United.
 Manager Iain Jackson was 
delighted with the result and the 
performance of his team.
 He said: ‘We took a wee while 
to get going but once we got 
into gear we played some good 
football. Jamestown made things 
difficult for us at the start but 
once we got the ball down and 
started passing it about there was 
only going to be one winner.’
 It’s back to league duty for Saints 
on Saturday when they travel to 
take on Kings Park Rangers at 
Glasgow Green.  

‘We took a wee while to get
going but once we got into gear 
we played some good football’

IN POSSESSION: Myles McAuley who had an impressive game in midfi eld for Saints takes on Jamestown 
central defender Colin Ferguson during last Saturday’s Jimmy Marshall Cup tie at Oban

Community Pitch. Match report and photo: Derek Black

POINT Media from Govan were 
Oban Athletic’s opponents at 
Glen 2 last Saturday for a league 
cup first round game.
 The Oban team were without 
Craig Maitland and Stephen Kel-
ly from the previous week’s team 
so Graham Douglas and Callum 
Stewart came into the starting 
line-up
 Athletic started the game well, 
knocking the ball about and 
keeping possession, much to the 
frustration of the visitors.
 Craig Livingston twisted his 
ankle in the 15th minute going 
to collect the ball for a throw-in 
and had to be replaced by Allan 
Buchanan.
 Good work by Ryan Campbell 
and Paul Carmichael in the 20th 
minute sent Fraser McFarlane 
down the right wing, his cross 
was met by Stephen Fox who shot 
first time from 18 yards, with the 
keeper turning the ball round the 
post for a corner.
 Fraser’s cross from the corner 
was headed out to Stephen 
McLeod. His return header 

found Craig Campbell in space 
and from 30 yards Craig hit the 
ball into the top left hand corner 
for a well-deserved opening goal.
 The Oban side were now push-
ing for the second goal and had 
three chances which fell to Paul 
Carmichael, Dene Cassells and 
Fraser  MacFarlane but rushed 
shots and good goalkeeping kept 
Point in the game.
 Athletic eventually increased 
their lead in the 35th minute 
when Ryan Campbell sent Paul 
Carmichael through and his well-
struck shot went in off the bar 
with the keeper helpless.
 The second half started much 
the same as the first with Athletic 
pushing forward and creating 
chances but not converting 
them, and Point Media’s keeper 
Dylan Wilson making several 
good saves.
 Stephen Fox and Craig 
Campbell, who had both been 
playing well, made way for Lance 
McCuish and Mark Robertson, 
with David Smith moving to 
centre half. 
 On 65 minutes a corner from 
Fraser McFarlane deflected off 
John Coyne and landed at the 
feet of Stephen McLeod, who 

fired his shot inside the left hand 
post to make the score 3-1.
  Five minutes later Lance Mc-
Cuish had a great run down the 
right wing, beating two players 
before running into the penalty 
box where he was pushed by 
Iain Cowie leaving referee Peter 
Laing with no option but to point 
to the penalty spot.
 After some discussion with the 
captain about who was taking the 
penalty, Dene Cassells stepped 
up and sent the keeper the wrong 

way with his spot kick to make 
the final acore 4-0.
 Manager Donald Campbell said 
after the game: ‘The boys played 
well and kept good possession 
and everyone got a good run-out 
before we go back to playing our 
league fixtures.’
 Athletic travel to the Vale of 
Leven on Saturday to play Anto-
nine at Argyle Parks, with a 2pm 
kick-off.

Oban Athletic pictured before last Saturday’s 4-0 win against
Point Media.

Oban Athletic 4
Point Media 0
WoS AFL - League Cup

Oban Athletic are not media friendly

Football

Oban Saints youths 
results and fi xtures
Youth football

LAST weekend’s results: 
Under-13s 0, PFD United 3.
 Clydebank 2, Under-14s 5. On 
target for Saints were Cameron 
Kerr (3) and Sol Smith (2).  
 Under-15s 12, Whitecraigs 0. 
Saints goalscorers were Lewis 
Buchanan (5), Craig Easton (2), 
Kenny MacDonald, Daniel Mac-
Cuish, Ruaridh Horne, Beppe 
Lopez and David Cameron.
  Under-16s v Ardencaple 
postponed; Under-19s no game.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Westerton Utd v Under-13s; 
Helensburgh v Under-14s; 
Milngavie v Under-15s; Blaird-
ardie v Under-16s; Milngavie v 
Under-19s.

Golf

Football

LAST Saturday’s results: Jimmy 
Marshall Cup, 2nd round - Oban 
Saints 8, Jamestown 1; Premier 
Division - Thorn Athletic 2, 
Campbeltown Pupils 1; Premier 
Division One - Rutherglen 1, 
Dunoon 2; Premier Division 
Two - Lochgilphead Red Star 2, 
Neilston 1; Motherwell Thistle 7, 
Dunoon Athletic 0; Division 1B - 
Tarbert 3, Milton of Colquoun 1.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division - Kings Park 
Rangers v Oban Saints; Camp-
beltown Pupils no game; Premier 
Division One - East Kilbride 
Rolls Royce v Dunoon; Premier 
Division Two - Dunoon Athletic 
v Motherwell Thistle; South 
Camlachie v Lochgilphead Red 
Star; Division 1B - Tarbert v 
Carlton YM

Scottish Amateur 
League results
and fi xtures

RESULT: MacIntyre Trophy,  
played on Sunday, March 22: 
1 -  D Livingstone +3; 2 - R 
MacIntyre +2; 3 - D Muir +1.

Islay Golf Club

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

THE Camanachd Association 
are holding a foundation shinty 
coaching course in Inverness.
 The course is about learning the 
basic ‘how to coach’ and ‘what to 
coach’ techniques that are funda-
mental to skills development in 
the game.

The course is designed to help 
anyone aged 16 years or over, with 
limited knowledge of coaching 

Foundation course in shinty coaching
Shintyand the game fo shinty, to work 

with youth players as an assistant 
coach.

Ice rink
The course will be held at 

Inverness ice rink, Bught Park, 
Inverness on Sunday, March 29.

Theory and practical will be 
held from 9.30am to 4.00pm.

The course will be delivered by 
Camanachd Association tutors 

and costs £30. Each candidate 
will receive resource booklets 
and copies of the rules of shinty.

For further details, and if you 
would like to attend, please con-
tact Graham Cormack on: 01463 
715931 or graham.cormack@
shinty.com

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £2050
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

J Fisher
Dervaig
Isle of Mull

A MacFadyen
MacCallum Court
Dunbeg

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.

Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB
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Treble up as Inveraray, Kyles and 
Camanachd beat north opponents

Shinty Fixtures

Results
Saturday March 21
Marine Harvest Premiership
Inveraray 1 - 0 Newtonmore
Kingussie 1 - 2 Oban Caman
Kinlochshiel 1 - 1 Glenurquhart 
Kyles Athletic 6 - 0 Lochaber 
Lovat 2 - 1 Fort William

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Beauly 4 - 0 Ballachulish
Glasgow MA 1 - 2 Kilmallie 
Skye 1 - 1 Caberfeidh 
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William 5 - 1 Lovat 
Glenurquhart 0 - 2 Kinlochshiel 
Newtonmore 5 - 0 Lochcarron 
Strathglass 2 - 0 Beauly 
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Bute 3 - 0 Aberdour  
Glenorchy 2 - 5 Kyles Athletic 
Lochside Rovers 5 - 2 Kilmory 
Strachur 1 - 5 Inveraray  
Taynuilt 1 - 4 Oban Celtic 
 
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Aberdeen University 1 - 5 Skye 
Caberfeidh 3 - 0 Kilmallie   
Glengarry 7 - 0 Lewis  
Lochaber 8 - 1 Boleskine 
Strathspey 3 - 1 Inverness 
 
Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour 2 - 2 Glenorchy
Col Glen 2 - 2 Glasgow MA 
Oban Lorn 5 – 0 Bute  
Tayforth P - P Ballachulish      
Ballachulish unable to 
raise a team. Points to Tayforth.

Saturday March 28
RBS MacTavish Cup
1st Round
Beauly v Glenurquhart
Evan MacRae
Inverness v Strathglass  
Ron Kennedy
Kilmallie v Caberfeidh  
John MacGregor 
Lochaber v Kingussie  
Innes Wood 
Newtonmore v Lovat  
Deek Cameron

Gregor Cameron
Consultancy
Celtic Society Cup 1st Round
Glenorchy v Bute   
Billy Wotherspoon
Oban Celtic v Kilmory  
Graham Cameron
Strachur v Ballachulish  
Ewen MacDonald 
Taynuilt v Aberdour  
Lachie Wood 

Marine Harvest Premiership
Inveraray v Oban Camanachd 
David Mitchell - 3pm
Kyles Athletic v Kinlochshiel 
Robert Baxter 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Fort William v Beauly    
John Angus Gillies
Glenurquhart v Newtonmore 
Archie Ritchie
Kinlochshiel v Kingussie 
Andy MacLean
Lochcarron v Lovat  
Calum Girvan

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Inveraray v Lochside Rovers 
Ronnie Campbell - 12pm

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine v Lewis   
Rab MacAskill 
Caberfeidh v Aberdeen Uni
John Matheson 
Inverness v Kilmallie  
Martin MacLean

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour v Col Glen  
Alan Harrison
Ballachulish v Oban Lorn  
Duncan Kelly
Bute v Glenorchy
John Wood
Glasgow MA  v Tayforth  
Jim Innes 

(All throw ups 2.30 pm unless 
stated)
 
Women’s Camanachd
Association 
Sunday March 29
Marine Harvest
National Division 1
Badenoch & Strathspey v  
Glengarry  
Glasgow MA v Aberdour
Lochaber v Lorn Ladies  
    
Marine Harvest
National Division 2
Cowal & Bute v Lovat  
Glasgow MA v Dunadd
Strathspey v Ardnamurchan

 CLASH OF THE ASH: Lovat’s Martin Mainland battles for the ball 
with Fort William’s with Niall McPhee during last Saturday’s

Marine Harvest Premiership match at Kiltarlity Photo: Neil Paterson

FORMER TEAMMATES: Beauly’s ex-Ballachulish player Marc 
MacLachlan (in green) shields the ball from Alan Clark

Photo: Donald Cameron 

JUMP TO IT: Lochside’s Iain ‘Scally’ MacMillan jumps to avoid this 
tackle during the game against Kilmory

GLENORCHY Camanachd is 
preparing to face disciplinary 
action after shinty’s governing 
body decided to penalise the 
Argyll club for late notice of its 
intention to drop down a division.

Last December the club, which 
marks its 50th anniversary this 
year, elected to continue in the 
National Division this season 
but just weeks before the season 
began, and following a mass 
exodus of senior players, the 
club indicated to the Camanachd 
Association (CA) that it wanted 
to drop down to South Division 
One.

‘Voluntary sanction’
The Camanachd Association 

accepted the move but later 
issued a ‘voluntary sanction’ of 
an eight-point deduction this 
season.

Glenorchy has rejected the 
sanction and the CA board will 
now consider reporting the club 
to its independent Behaviour in 
Sport committee.

Glenorchy president John 
MacPherson said the club 
could not accept the eight-point 
deduction, adding: ‘We had a 
vote in December and decided 
to stay in the National Division 
but the more senior members 
of the club did not understand 
why the majority voted that way, 
so we decided to have another 
meeting and got the Camanachd 
Association (CA) involved. They 
told us they would do everything 
to help us.

‘We explained the situation of 
losing eight senior players in one 
season and that we couldn’t com-
pete in the National Division. 

‘We were more than happy 
to start in South Division Two 
as punishment but the CA 
convinced us to have the two 
teams: one in South Division One 
and the other in South Division 
Two.

Penalty points
‘At that time the penalty points 

were not mentioned and the CA 
said they understood our struggle 
to get two teams out. The eight 
penalty points deduction, which 
we were notified of last week, was 
a complete shock.

‘If we lose the appeal and are 
deducted eight points I am not 
sure how the club will keep going.

‘Some of the senior members of 
Glenorchy shinty club are feeling 
disillusioned with the whole 
thing.’

The CA said it had made the 

club aware of a possible referral 
to the Behaviour in Sport com-
mittee, should it reject the eight-
point sanction.

CA chief operating officer 
Torquil MacLeod said: ‘This 
referral would be on the basis 
of the inconvenience caused by 
the timing of the club’s decision 
to withdraw from the National 
Division, just two weeks prior 
to the start of the season and 10 
days after the 2015 fixture list 
had been published.’

Opt out
Bute and Glengarry were 

allowed to move down divisions 
for the 2015 season but the CA 
explained both clubs had entered 
the respective lower leagues, 
rather than opt out of the 
higher division, as in the case of 
Glenorchy.

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
INVERARAY beat Newtonmore 
for the first time since 2009 
thanks to a 35th minute Grant 
Griffin goal on Saturday.

And the goalscorer was the 
hero the last time ’Aray beat the 
formidable north men, scoring 
the winner in a 4-3 Macaulay Cup 
win six years ago. 

Inveraray coach Joe Fife said: ‘I 
reckon our team showed they are 
a force to be reckoned with if it 
all clicks into place on the day.’

Inveraray are again at home to 
Oban Camanachd this weekend.

Camanachd also had a mo-
rale-boosting win last weekend 
when they defeated Kingussie 
2-1.

NEWTONMORE will play hosts 
to Lovat this Saturday in the 
MacTavish cup first round.

After losing to Inveraray and 
four players suffering injuries last 
week, Newtonmore manager P J 
Mackintosh admits he could have 
done with an easier tie.

‘It’ll be a tough game, but we 
just have to get on with it,’ he said.

‘We’ve said long enough that we 
have the strength and depth in 
our squad to get results and now 
is the time to prove that.’

Discussing the Inveraray game, 
Mackintosh said although it was 
disappointing, he would rather 
lose a league tie and be able to 
make up the points, than have an 
off-day in one of the cup compe-
titions.

‘I can’t fault the guys’ effort, 
they battled right until the last 
minute,’ he said.

‘We had Norman Campbell 
out; he has an abscess in his 
mouth and lost four teeth, that 
was midweek. Then during the 
game we had three guys taken 
off through other injuries, so on 
the day things just didn’t seem to 
work.

‘At least it’s still early in the 
season and we can hopefully 
get the results in the coming 
weeks. It’s not like having a bad 
game and then you’re out of the 
Camanachd cup – that would be 
far worse.’

Saturday’s tie will throw-up at 
2.30pm. 

OBAN CAMANACHD are full 
of confidence ahead of their trip 
to Inveraray on Saturday after 
claiming the scalp of Kingussie 
at The Dell last weekend.

But while their 2-1 win over 
Kings raised a few eyebrows, 
manager Gussie Campbell in-
sisted his team was ready to face 
anyone.

He said: ‘The result was not 
a shock to me. We played like I 
know we can play and we can play 
better still.

‘The first half was all ours and 
they had a 20-minute spell in the 
second half when they put us un-
der a bit of pressure and scored 
with their first shot on goal.

‘But apart from that, our de-
fence looked strong.’

Andrew ‘Papa’ MacCuish 
opened the scoring, to make 
amends for an earlier penalty 
miss, and teenager Connor Howe 
settled the score on 75 minutes 
after being teed up by Aidan 
MacIntyre.

James MacMillan returns to the 
fold for the Inveraray game after 
serving his suspension.

KINGUSSIE are on cup duty on 
Saturday as they travel to face 
Lochaber in the MacTavish cup 
first round. 

The Highland team came 
unstuck against an in-form Oban 
Camanachd side on Saturday, 
who took the points in a 2-1 
league fixture.

Savio Genini’s equaliser in the 
55th minute for Kingussie wasn’t 
enough in the end to secure a 
draw.

The loss leaves the side sixth in 
the Marine Harvest Premiership 
after two games. 

Saturday’s game throws-up at 
2.30pm at Spean Bridge. 

KINLOCHSHIEL travel to 
Tighnabruaich this Saturday to 
face league leaders Kyles Athlet-
ic. 

Currently sitting in third place, 
Kinlochshiel would leapfrog the 
undefeated Kyles into the top 
spot if they win, with second place 
Glenurquhart in cup action. 

Kinlochshiel drew at home with 
Glenurquhart on Saturday. A 
Fraser Heath goal eight minutes 
from time cancelled out Keith 
Macrae’s early goal for Kin-
lochshiel. 

The draw leaves Kinlochshiel 
also undefeated with a win and a 
draw from their first two matches. 

Saturday’s game will throw-up 
at 2.30pm.

GLENURQUHART travel north 
to face Beauly this Saturday in 
the MacTavish cup first round. 

The side will be hoping to keep 
up their undefeated record after 
a win and a draw from their first 
fixtures in the premiership, while 
Beauly have won their first two 
games in the national division. 

Glenurquhart drew away to 
Kinlochshiel on Saturday, a tight 
1-1 game at Kirkton Park, with 
Fraser Heath’s strike eight min-
utes from time enough to secure 
a point after losing an early goal 
in the first half. 

Saturday’s cup tie throws-up at 
2.30pm.

KYLES ATHLETIC traditionally 
make a late run to the finish post 
but the Tighnabruaich men have 
set the pace early on this season 
with two convincing wins.

Kyles host Kinlochshiel this 
weekend, hoping to hang on to 
top spot in the Marine Harvest 
Premiership.

Last week four goals from 
Roddy MacDonald, plus contri-
butions from Robbie MacLeod 
and David Zavaroni, secured a 
6-0 win over Lochaber.

LOCHABER have a chance to 
forget their league woes for one 
weekend as they take on Kingus-
sie in the MacTavish Cup.

Lochaber have suffered two 
heavy defeats recently, the latest 
a 6-0 thumping by Kyles Athletic 
last Saturday.

LOVAT took full points at home 
to Fort William in the league on 
Saturday, leaving them in fourth 
place with one win, one loss 
and one draw in their first three 
games.

This Saturday they will travel 
to face Newtonmore, who lost 
to Inveraray on Saturday in what 
has been seen as a minor upset.

‘Newtonmore are still the team 
to beat,’ said Lovat manager John 
McRitchie.

‘As long as we have a full squad 
I think we could run them close, 
but they’ll be well up for it and 
hurting from last week’s result.’

Discussing the win against Fort 
William, McRitchie said he felt 
his side could have finished the 
game off before half time.

‘We could have had four or five 
in the first half – we hit the post 

twice and had a couple of chances 
cleared off the line. 

‘All credit to Fort William 
though; they came out fighting in 
the second half and really turned 
things around.

‘I think overall though our 
team really just seemed to click 
- between defence, midfield and 
attack.’

Saturday’s game with Newton-
more, a MacTavish cup fixture, 
will throw-up at 2.30pm.

FORT WILLIAM have a free 
week this weekend, with most 
of their rival clubs involved in 
league and cup action.

Adi Robertson’s men are still 
chasing their first win of the sea-
son after losing 2-1 away to Lovat 
on Saturday.

‘It was a disappointing result; 
in the first half we were under 
the cosh, and lost two silly goals 
that were self-inflicted,’ said 
Robertson.

‘In the second half we came 
out a different team and hit the 
woodwork three times, along 
with their keeper making a cou-
ple of excellent saves.

‘When we got our goal I thought 
we might be able to nick a draw, 
and right at the death we hit the 
post, but in the end we just didn’t 
do enough in the first half to take 
a point.’

The side’s next game is at home 
to Inveraray on April 4 at 2.30pm.

National Division
KILMALLIE will hope to pre-
serve their unblemished record 
this Saturday as they play hosts to 
Caberfeidh in the MacTavish cup.

The side sit top of the Marine 
Harvest National Division, ahead 
of Beauly on goal difference.

First half goals from John 
Stewart and Michael Rodger 
earned the side a 2-1 win away to 
Glasgow Mid Argyll on Saturday.

Manager Mark MacPherson 
said: ‘I’m delighted; it was a really 

good result for us. I was worried 
it was going to be a case of ‘ba-
nana skins’. We had everything 
going our way; we were two-up at 
half time and then got a penalty 
on the hour mark that could have 
finished them off, but their keep-
er made a brilliant save. 

‘Then when they came back into 
it with a goal with 15 minutes left 
I thought it was going to be one 
of those days, but all credit to the 
boys for hanging on for a good 
win.’

Looking ahead to Saturday’s 
cup-tie, MacPherson said his 
team were ‘quietly confident’, but 
were also under no illusions how 
difficult a season lies ahead.

Saturday’s game throws up at 
2.30pm. 

BALLACHULISH will make a 
welcome return to south shinty 
after coming through two tough 
away fixtures in the north, as they 
battle on in the National Division.
 This weekend’s Celtic Society 
Cup match in Strachur should be 
an easier task than the previous 
two matches against National 
Division high flyers Kilmallie 
and Beauly.

It was backs-to-the-wall for 
the young Balla’ side, who were 
outgunned 4-0 by Beauly last 
Saturday.

The Balla’ defence, well mar-
shalled by Pele Clark, backed 
up by Cameron Sutherland in 
goal, held out well and were only 
breached once in the first half by 
a deflected shot.

Ballachulish’s second team play 
the newly-formed Oban Lorn this 
Saturday.

SKYE have no game this week, 
with no fixtures to be played in 
the Marine Harvest National 
Division. 

Some rival teams are in action 
in the first round of the MacTav-
ish cup, but Skye will play Fort 
William in the quarter final of 
the tournament on April 18, after 
the sides, along with Kinlochshi-
el, received a bye.

Skye drew their first game of 
the season against Caberfeidh on 
Saturday.

A Danny Morrison goal in the 
76th minute gave the island side a 
share of the spoils after going 1-0 
down in the 63rd minute. 

Skye’s next league outing is a 
trip to Ballachulish on April 4.  

South Division One
OBAN CELTIC will play Kil-
mory this Saturday for a place in 
the next round of the Celtic Cup 
and for the club’s Robert Wylie 
memorial trophy.

The annual Robert Wylie 
trophy will take on extra signifi-
cance this year, as it will be the 
first to be played since Robert’s 
father, Bob, died last year. A spe-
cial man-of-the-match award will 
be presented in Bob’s memory.

On-form Celtic will be confi-
dent of victory following their 
4-1 win at Taynuilt last time out. 
Goalscorers were Daniel Madej, 
Kenny Wotherspoon, Lee Askew 
and Rory Bruce.

Wotherspoon will miss this 
weekend’s match through 
suspension and Alan McInnes 
is also missing because of work 
commitments. 

TAYNUILT manager Davy Thom-
son will field a few of his untested 
squad members as they host 
Aberdour in the Celtic Society 
Cup, a competition sponsored by 
Taynuilt-based Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy.

The final of this year’s com-
petition will also be held in the 
village.

Thomson has urged his charges 
to focus for the entire 90 minutes, 
following a second-half collapse 
last weekend against Oban Celtic.

Stuart Gillies had opened the 
scoring in the home fixture but 
three Oban Celtic goals without 
reply in the second half resulted 
in a 4-1 away win. 

Thomson said: ‘The boys need 
to remember it’s a game of two 
halves. We competed well in the 
first half but Celtic dominated 
the second period.’           

BUTE travel to Dalmally on 
Saturday to face Glenorchy in the 
first round of the Gregor Cam-
eron Consultancy Celtic Society 
cup. 

The island side continued their 
run of good form with a comfort-
able 3-0 win on Saturday against 
Aberdour at The Meadows, 
with a Robert walker goal and a 
brace from Ben Clark sealing the 
victory.

The team, managed by Ted 
McDonald, sit joint-top of the 
Marine Harvest South Division 
One, with two wins out of two 
and having conceded no goals. 

Saturday’s tie against Glenorchy 
will throw up at 2.30pm at Mart 
Park.

LOCHSIDE Rovers boss Gareth 
Evans reckons their upcoming 
match against Inveraray seconds 

will be a tough game, if last 
season’s under-17 cup final is 
anything to go by.

Like Lochside, Inveraray sec-
onds currently field a large num-
ber of players from last season’s 
under-17 final in which Inveraray 
defeated Oban Camanachd.

Lochside prepared for the 
league match this Saturday by 
easing past Kilmory last week-
end, winning 5-2.

Brian MacCallum netted a 
hat trick and Daniel MacMillan 
grabbed a brace but Evans also 
had praise for young Daniel 
MacVicar.

‘He ran the show from the half 
forward position,’ said Evans.

GLENORCHY will play hosts 
Bute this weekend in the first 
round of the Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy Celtic Society cup. 

The Dalmally side came 
unstuck against a strong Kyles 
Athletic second team on Satur-
day, losing 5-2 after going 1-0 up 
in a home tie, with goals from 
Graeme Mackechnie and Allan 
Mackechnie.

The loss leaves Glenorchy sixth 
in the Marine Harvest South 
Division One, but with only one 
game played, it won’t leave man-
ager John Smith with too much 
cause for concern.

Saturday’s cup tie with Bute will 
throw-up at 2.30pm at Mart Park. 

KILMORY will meet Oban Celtic 
this Saturday in cup action.

The side lost 5-2 to Lochside 
Rovers at the weekend, with 
Alistair Macarthur netting a 
brace for the Lochgilphead side.

The game was Kilmory’s first 
league tie of the season and 
leaves them joint bottom of the 
Marine Harvest South Division 
Two with another four teams also 
yet to record a win.

Saturday’s tie with Celtic, in the 
first round of the Gregor Cam-
eron Consultancy Celtic Society 
cup, will throw up at 2.30pm at 
Mossfield. 

STRACHUR had a torrid time 
last Saturday as Inveraray’s 
second side put five past them in 
their South Division One fixture.

Strachur’s only response was 
Ross MacDonald’s consolation 
goal in the 50th minute.

This Saturday, Strachur play 
host to Ballachulish in the first 
round of the Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy Celtic Society cup, 
with a throw-up time of 2.30pm.

South Division Two
OBAN LORN continued their 
winning ways on Saturday with 
a comprehensive 5-0 victory 
against Bute’s second team.

The win leaves the club second 
in the table, and they are now 
the only side with a 100 per cent 
record in Marine Harvest South 
Division Two.

This Saturday, Jocky Martin’s 
men will be in league action as 
they make the journey to Balla-
chulish, who are bottom of the 
league. 

The game throws-up at 2.30pm.

North Division Two
GLENGARRY maintained their 
100 per cent league record on 
Saturday with a 7-0 demolition of 
Lewis at home. Andrew Gilchrist 
scored three and Stuart Gregory 
notched four as the side made it 
two wins out of two this season. 

Ewan Cameron’s side have a 
free week this week, then return 
to league action on April 4 when 
the travel to face Strathspey at 
1.30pm at the Grantown Gram-
mar school pitch.

Glenorchy reject eight-point sanction
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Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 03.55 1.1 09.35 3.1 16.11 1.2 21.44 3.1
Fri 04.51 1.4 10.35 2.8 17.08 1.5 22.48 2.9
Sat 06.03 1.7 13.01 2.6 18.15 1.6  **.**  *.*
Sun 00.46 2.7 08.02 1.8 14.39 2.7 19.35 1.7
Mon 02.27 2.9 09.25 1.7 15.31 2.9 20.56 1.5
Tues 03.19 3.1 10.11 1.5 15.59 3.1 21.50 1.3
Wed 03.55 3.3 10.47 1.3 16.27 0.9 22.32 1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds light north westerly
 Temperatures 2°C to 9ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds light south south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain on Sunday
 Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 8ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, March 26, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

21 8

7

KarateFIGHTERS from Oban’s Cal-
edonia Kyokushin Karate club 
and Senshi Do Kickboxing club 
took part in Scotland’s premier 
full-contact international karate 
tournament at the Arc Gym in 
Glasgow recently.

This sixth annual event, held 
on February 21, featured com-
petitors from 17 different karate 
associations.

In the girls section, Megan 
Williamson from Caledonia 
Kyokushin took first place in her 
first full-contact fight, winning a 
first round, unanimous decision. 

In the cadet section, Jamie 
Killorn from Oban’s Senshi Do 
kickboxing club also took first 
place in his first tournament.

Megan Williamson (left) from Oban who won gold in the girls 
section. She is pictured with silver medallist Sathmi Fernando. 

Oban fi ghter Jamie Killorn (left) who won gold in the cadet section. 
He is pictured with silver medallist Cameron Skimmins. 

Rhuaraidh Niesh from Senshi 
Do Kickboxing was defending 
his novice middleweight title 
from last year’s event but lost to 
eventual winner Blake Collins 
from England.

Andrzej Pytka, who trains 
at Senshi Do Kickboxing and 
Caledonia Kyokushin, was put 
out after his second fight in the 
novice heavyweight section. 

Despite losing in their first 
fights, Liam Roberts and Tom 
Files, both from Senshi Do Kick-
boxing club, also gained some 
valuable experience in their first 
full contact event.

Records broken at Sports Hall 
Athletics
NINE Argyll age group records 
were broken as 100 young ath-
letes from across Argyll met at 
the county final of Sports Hall 
Athletics at Atlantis leisure in 
Oban on Saturday. 

The final was the last in a series 
of five local competitions held 
over the winter months, promot-
ed by Mid Argyll Athletic club.

The top performance of the day 
was arguably by Jilly Lefebvre 
from Kilmichael Glassary, who 
was the under-11 champion, win-
ning six out of the seven events 
with some style, and smashing 
the Argyll age record in the 4lap 
race, recording 54.5 seconds, 
almost three seconds faster than 
the old mark of 57.3 seconds. 

Jilly’s winning performances in 
the other events were exception-
al, including a 1.30 metres high 

jump, 16 metres in the javelin 
and 5.89 metres in the standing 
triple jump.

Two new records were set in the 
under-seven girls contest with 
champion Kirstie Renton from 
Campbeltown breaking the 2lap 
record by a small margin in 29.7 
seconds. Kirstie also equalled 
the record in the standing long 
jump with 1.43 metres.

Runner-up Ellen MacRae 
from Salen on Mull won the 4lap 
race in a new record time of 65 
seconds. 

Keira Munro from Salen was 
the under-nine champion, win-
ning four events; the javelin, high 
jump, speed bounce and triple 
jump.

Jodie Robertson from Lochgil-
phead won the under-13 contest 
with success in the 2lap race, shot 
putt, the standing long  jump and 
the triple jump. 

There was a tie for first place 
in the under-15 girls contest be-
tween Erin Downie from Loch-
gilphead and Jenny Semple from 
Campbeltown. Erin won the shot 
putt and speed bounce and tied 
with Jenny in the triple jump. 
Jenny excelled in the running 
events, winning the 2lap in 24.1 
seconds and 4lap in 53.1 seconds. 
Third on overall points was 
Molly Reade from Tobermory, 
who won the high jump and long 
jump. In the high jump Molly, 
who is ranked Scottish number 

one in her age group, set a new 
Argyll age record clearing 1.54 
metres.

Bethan Lemmon, Lochgilp-
head, impressed in winning the 

under-17 age group ahead of 
Ashleigh Connor from Campbel-
town. Bethan won three events 
including a new age record in the 
2lap race, stopping the clock in 

23.6 seconds and just missed the 
4lap record by three-tenths of a 
second. Ashleigh set a new re-
cord in the triple jump with 6.98 
metres, adding eight centimetres 
to the previous record, which had 
stood for 20 years. 

The boys may have been out-
shone by the girls on the day as 
far as records were concerned 
but several boys impressed, 
none more so than the under-17 
champion Ben Coates from Kil-
more who set a new record in the 
2lap race with 20.8 seconds and 
later set new figures in the speed 
bounce with an incredible 101 
jumps in 30 seconds.

In the same age group Scott 
Black from Oban won the high 
jump with 1.67 metres and Mur-
do Masterson from Dunbeg won 
the shot putt, throwing close to 
13 metres.

Max Graham from Campbel-
town was the under-seven cham-
pion after a good all-round per-

formance, including a win in the 
4lap race. Last year’s under-seven 
champion George Pagan from 
Rockfield succeeded in win-
ning the under-nines this year. 
 Daniel Teape from Taynuilt 
dominated in the under-11s, win-
ning six out of the seven events.

Sam Coates from Kilmore was 
just as dominating in winning 
the under-13s with success in six 
events. 

Stewart Inglis from Oban and 
Joseph Harper from Kilmartin 
had a close contest in the un-
der-15s, with Stewart in top spot 
thanks to his strength in the two 
running events.

Lochgilphead High School won 
the girls’ schools trophy with 54 
points ahead of Salen primary on 
49 and Oban high on 46 points.

Oban high won the boys’ trophy 
on 56.5 points with Taynuilt 
primary second on 33 points, just 
ahead of Lochgilphead high and 
Park primary on 32.5 points.

Magnus 
captains 
Scotland 
to victory

OBAN tennis and squash club’s 
squash section held its annual 
mixed teams competition on 
Sunday.

Thirty players took part in the 
club competition.

The winning team was: Neil 
Fraser, Dave Bleazard, Iain 
Campbell, Nicola Morgan, 
Hannah Kersley, Iona Campbell 
and Lucy Marshall.

Mixed teams at 
Oban squash event

SCOTLAND’S under-20 rugby 
side, captained by former Oban 
Lorne player Magnus Bradbury, 
finished off their Six Nations 
campaign on a high with victory 
against Ireland on Saturday.

The game was Bradbury’s first 
outing as captain, and he didn’t 
disappoint, with a strong display 
including scoring the home 
side’s first try as they ran out 
17-10 winners against their celtic 
rivals.  

The former Oban high school 
student, who currently plays 
for Boroughmuir rugby club on 
a development contract with 
Edinburgh Rugby, managed to 
score after just two minutes. 
As the home pack executed a 
lineout drive, he applied the 
finishing touch in front of an 
ecstatic Netherdale crowd.

Bradbury later turned provider 
as he took the ball at the lineout 
that led to Carmichael scoring 
a try to put the side 12-0 in the 
first half.

The win means Scotland finish 
third overall, behind champions 
England, and France, who came 
second on try-difference.

Also featuring in interna-
tional duty at the weekend 
was Magnus’ younger brother 
Fergus, who turned out for the 
under-18s.

A 21-13 victory against Ireland 
Schools on Saturday in their 
match in Dundee was good 
preparation for Fergus and 
his team-mates, ahead of their 
trip to Toulouse for the Rugby 
Europe championships.

Scotland will take on hosts 
France tomorrow (Friday), 
with further fixtures to be 
determined by the outcome of 
the first round games. 

FIVE teams entered the over-35s 
cup, played at Atlantis Leisure 
recently, with the following 
scores: Preliminary game - 
Taynuilt 1, Trialists 2.
 First semi final - Trialists 7, D 
& K Lafferty 5.
 Second semi final - Clements 3, 
Teachers 5. 
 The final, Trialists v Teachers, 
will be held on Monday at 8pm.

Trialists and 
Teachers in fi nal

Murdo Masterson, Dunbeg, 
won the under-17 shot putt. 

16_t13athletics05

Age group winners at the Argyll Sports Hall Athletics fi nal. 16_t13athletics06 

George Pagan, right, won the boys’ under-nine age group. 16_t13ath- Mull’s Molly Reade broke a high jump record. 16_t13athletics03
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Lochaber has ambition too - not 
just Inverness, say councillors

SUNSET SPOT: Glenfi nnan Monument. This stunning image was taken using a drone. Captured by Kyle Macintyre

A SEVENTEEN per cent reduction in total 
recorded crime in the Highlands between 
April and December 2014, with an 18 per 
cent drop in serious and violent crimes, has  
been welcomed by Police Scotland. 

Figures also show that the number of peo-
ple seriously injured in road traffic collisions 
has dropped by 25.2 per cent and the num-
ber of drug-related offences by 15 per cent. 
Chief Superintendent Angus MacPherson 

said: ‘These recent performance figures 
are very encouraging and hopefully demon-
strate Police Scotland Highland and Islands 
Division’s continued effort in keeping our 
local communities safe.’ 

A YOUNG man from Skye, de-
scribed by friends and family as 
‘a true gentleman’, has died in 
Phuket, Thailand.

Liam Colven, 21, from Portree 
was killed in an incident on a 
shooting range at a holiday 
resort. 

Eyewitnesses say a member of 
staff  at the range rushed to Mr 
Colven’s aid but was unable to 
save him. 

FORT William High Street 
was closed for three hours on 
Saturday evening after a man 
on the roof of an Indian res-
taurant threatened to jump 
off  the building.

Emergencies services, 
including paramedics were 
called to  the scene at 9pm.

Police Scotland warned the 
public to stay away while 
offi  cers spoke to the man.

The incident was resolved 
at 12.20am with High Street 
reopened shortly afterward.

A police spokesman said the 
man was not injured.

A NEW course to be offered 
at West Highland college UHI 
will boost coastal tourism in 
the area.

The marine and coastal 
tourism degree, to be validated 
next month, is the first of its 
kind in the UK.

It will focus on sustainable 
tourism in coastal areas, ar-
chaeology and ecology as well 
as practical skills in marine 
adventure sports and activities. 

It is hoped the course, to 
be taught at West Highland 
college’s Fort William campus, 
will bring ‘work-ready’ gradu-
ates into the marine industry, 
to boost tourism from coasts 
to rivers and canals across 

Scotland.  Neil Simco, dean of 
arts, humanities and business 
for UHI, said: ‘I am delighted 
to endorse this new honours 
degree in marine and coastal 
tourism. 

‘It marks a significant step 
forward in the University of the 
Highlands and Islands’ deter-
mination to secure high quality 
graduates who will work within 
the tourism industry through-
out our region and beyond. 

‘This particular degree 
provides a great opportunity 
for students to study tourism 
within coastal environments 
and to prepare for a career 
within this particular segment 
of the tourism industry.’

PADDLING: Watersports will be taught as part of West 
Highland college’s new degree in marine tourism

Reduction in crime welcomed by Highland police 

Islanders vote to 
buy out estate

High Street closed 
in Fort incident

Skye man dies in 
Thai tragedy

A COMMUNITY buy-out vote on 
the island of Great Bernera saw 
a decisive vote of nearly four 
to one in favour of community 
ownership. 

The 5,000-acre buy out would 
include the Great and Little 
Bernera islands in the Outer 
Hebrides, near Lewis.

Of the 85 per cent of the 
population who turned out to 
vote, 142 voted in favour and 37 
against.

Western Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan said: ‘With nearly 80 per 
cent of people on Great Bernera 
voting in favour of ownership 
of the island by the people 
who live there, this represents 
a real opportunity for economic 
development of this area.’

LOCHABER councillors have 
taken steps to have projects 
‘shovel-ready’ in order to spend 
any available capital money that 
may come to the area.

The plans have been brought 
forward by Lochaber members 
of Highland council, who are 
frustrated that there is no mech-
anism in the local authority for 
them to put forward projects 
they would like to see happen.

Taking matters into their own 
hands, and led by area leader 
councillor Thomas MacLennan, 
the seven councillors have now 
come up with a wish list.

Projects that have been ‘wanted 
for the longest time’ include the 
Caol road - known as the A830 
extension - Lochaber Sports 
Association’s proposed indoor 
training facility, a Fort William 
marina and cruise liner facility, 
A861 improvements to Ardnar-
murchan, Invercoe Bridge and 
the Kinlochleven viaduct.

With a tightening budget in the 
Highlands, councillor MacLen-
nan said he did not want these 
priority projects ‘to fall off the 
table’.

He said he was surprised that 
there was no council mechanism 
to allow area committees to 
put forward the capital projects 
councillors considered a priority 
for their areas.

He said: ‘We used to have a 
list of projects for Lochaber 
and it doesn’t seem to be there 
anymore.

‘If we didn’t have a plan with a 
hit list of projects that we want to 
do, we would be foolish.

‘We have to be prepared to 
fight our corner in Inverness and 
having a plan makes that easier.’

He added that if there were 
other capital projects people 
considered a priority, they 
should come forward.

He said: ‘Anyone with an idea 
for a project should bring it to 
councillors or community coun-

cillors so that we can discuss the 
matter in full.

‘We are always open to ideas 
and we want to make sure peo-
ple’s aspirations are reflected in 
our future plans for the area.’

Councillor Brian Murphy 
added: ‘All the things on the list 
have been the result of a lot of 
decision-making over a number 
of years and it is good to finally 
see a list of things we, as council-
lors, want to achieve.

‘I think that Lochaber has to be 
prepared to fight its corner with-
in the Highland council capital 
programme and we are looking 
to make sure we are getting what 
we want.

‘This year we are getting 34 per 
cent of the capital programme 
spending - but that is mainly due 
to new schools.

‘If the money ever fell below 
nine or 10 per cent I would ex-
pect answers as to why that was 
the case.

‘We have plenty of ambition for 
Lochaber - it is not only Inver-
ness that needs investment and 
promotion.’

A spokeswoman for Highland 
council said while it considered 
all the projects important there 
was no commitment to future 
funding for any capital projects. 

In the case of the Lochaber 
Sports Association indoor 
training centre project, which 
suffered a recent set back with 
the council, she said: ‘We were 
anticipating getting the £400,000 
developer contribution from 
Tesco, reducing the council’s 
contribution to £200,000. 

‘Now Tesco has fallen through 
and we are looking at a contribu-
tion of up to £850,000.

‘This sum is too high to be met 
from our capital discretionary 
fund so it has to be considered as 
an addition to the capital plan.’

The council is not due to con-
sider this until the summer.

The spokeswoman confirmed 
that only one of the other pro-
jects, Invercoe Bridge, had been 
considered for capital funding. 

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk
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FORT William primary school pupils said 
their goodbyes to family and friends on 
Friday when they boarded a train to ‘who 
knows where’.

The children arrived at the town’s train 
station armed with gas masks, suitcases 
and name tags to learn how it felt for 
youngsters to be evacuated as part of their 
project on World War Two. 

Fort William primary school pupils prepare to be evacuated 20_f13fortps01

Christian Martin, left, and Cameron 
Stephen on the train to who knows 

where 20_f13fortps02

Family faces eviction threat for 
taking child from damp house 
PARENTS of a toddler were 
threatened with eviction after 
damp and freezing temperatures 
in their home forced them to 
leave. 

A broken window in Robbie 
Elder and Nadine Beaton’s Fort 
William house has meant the 
couple and their 19-month-old 
son, Leo, have been shivering in 
their home since they moved in 
last December.

But an angry Mr Elder said he 
has been appealing to his High-

land council landlords to repair 
the window for months, with no 
success. 

He said: ‘It’s such a small prob-
lem that would be so easy to fix 
but nothing has been done. 

‘We’re paying about £10 per day 
for electricity just now but all the 
heating is going straight out the 
window. 

‘During the snow and cold snap 
recently we had to take Leo to 
live with his gran because it was 
absolutely freezing in the house 

but when we came back we had 
a letter posted through the 
door saying we were going to be 
evicted because we hadn’t been 
staying in the house.

‘If they can spend time to 
find out when we’re not staying 
there, why can’t they take an 
hour to get someone out to fix 
the window?’ 

The 22-year-old added Leo 
has been suffering from seizures 
which have become much worse 
since moving into the house. 

FORT William is set to have 
a makeover this weekend as 
members of the town team 
prepare for a spring clean.

The determined group, along 
with members of Zero Waste 
Lochaber will don rubber 
gloves on Saturday and Sunday 
and are encouraging volun-
teers to come along to help. 

The team will be working all 
over the town centre, washing 
street furniture, litter picking, 
weeding and tidying.

Members have asked vol-
unteers to meet at 1.30pm on 
both days, at the old putting 
green shed on the Parade 
and to bring trowels, brushes, 
buckets and anything else they 
may need. 

The town team will supply 
bin bags, gardening gloves, 
litter pickers and high visibility 
vests. 

Refreshments will be availa-
ble at the end of the day and 
volunteering at the event will 
count towards the young per-
son’s Saltire award. 

For more information contact 
Lewis Fife on 01397 700090 
or zwslochaber@gmail.com 
or search Fort William town 
team on Facebook. 

Down’s syndrome 
day to help MSPs
DOWN’S Syndrome Scotland, 
which supports people with 
the condition, their families 
and professionals, organised 
an exhibition for MSPs at 
the Scottish Parliament to 
highlight Down’s Syndrome 
Awareness Week and the 
United Nations World Down’s 
Syndrome Day.

Dave Thompson, SNP 
MSP for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch welcomed the 
opportunity to learn a little 
more about Down’s syndrome 
to represent and help 
constituents. 

Mr Thompson said: ‘Children 
with Down’s syndrome and 
their parents need continuous 
support with speech and 
language therapy.  

‘Communication is key to 
inclusion.’

Community woods 
opens its doors

SECRETARY of State for 
Scotland, Alistair Carmichael 
MP, hosted a special reception 
at Dover House in London, 
in honour of the ‘sister’ insti-
tutions, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
on Skye and Ionad Chaluim 
Chille Ìle on Islay. 

The reception was held to 
honour and celebrate the 
important work being done 
by both these institutions to 
regenerate and revitalise the 
Gaelic language, culture be-
yond the communities which 
house them.

MEMBERS of Fort William British 
Legion are ‘really pleased’ with the 
success of their afternoon tea.

The event held in the Alexandra Ho-
tel was organised by the group to allow 
fellow British Legion members and 
armed forces veterans to get together 
on Saturday March 7.

Kevin Lane, of Fort William Royal 
British Legion Scotland, said ‘It went 
really well, we’re really pleased. 

‘We had about 30 people over the 

course of the afternoon but the most 
successful part is we had people there 
from members to ex-armed forces who 
said they really benefited from being 
able to have a chat with like-minded 
people. In that respect our aim of 
improving the wellbeing of members 
and veterans was met.

‘A special thanks to Brian Hume 
(manager of the Alexandra Hotel), as 
it was his kindness that allowed us to 
use the Alex for the event.’ 

WELCOME: Members of Fort William’s Royal British Legion Scotland branch 
hosted an afternoon tea for members and army veterans 

Tea time treat proves to be a 
healing touch for veterans

Pupils follow in WWII evacuees’ footsteps

Gloves come out 
as spring in air 

THE CENTRE for Recreation and 
Tourism Research (CRTR) at West 
Highland College has secured a grant for 
an international project.

Slow Adventures in Northern Territories 
will use expertise from Ireland, Finland, 
Norway, Iceland, Northern Ireland and 
Sweden in a three-year project funded 
by the Northern Periphery and Arctic 
Programme 2014 – 2020.

CRTR’s director, Dr Peter Varley, said: 
‘This is a wonderful opportunity to place 
CRTR and West Highland College UHI 

at the centre of adventure tourism devel-
opment in northern Europe.  

‘Slow adventure activities draw upon 
ideas from the partners’ cultures and 
histories, such as immersive journeys 
through natural places, drawing upon 
elements of wild food, comfort in the 
outdoors and an enhanced engagement 
with place.  

‘These experiences are a great way of 
engaging consumers with the natural and 
cultural capital of Northern Europe’s 
wild areas.’

DON’T BE duped by scam parcel post-
cards,  has Highland Council warned 
householders.

Trading standard officers say they are 
aware that scam postcards are being 
delivered to residents’ homes claiming 
that a parcel containing jewellery or 
valuables worth up to £50 are waiting the 
homeowner.

The message on the postcard states: 
‘The office is attempting to reach you. 
To claim this parcel and accept this offer, 

you must telephone the number below 
immediately and arrange for a delivery. 

‘The item is prepaid, but a processing 
and delivery free of £10 must be remitted. 

‘This fee can be paid only by telephone 
and only with a credit card (VISA or 
MasterCard). This is your only notifica-
tion.’

Bank details may then be fraudulently 
used to take money from customer’s 
accounts. Anyone receiving these cards 
should report it to Highland council. 

All in a Ballachulish day’s work 
CABIN FEVER: Pupils from Ballachulish primary school paid a visit to The Cabin 
Cafe and Garden Centre. The children were shown around by staff , decorated 

cakes with them and planted seeds in the poly tunnel

College not slow on uptake for 
international adventure project 

Postcard warning as scam targets 
parcel services in Highlands

A COMMITMENT to eradicat-
ing the scourge of doorstep 
crime and bogus callers 
has been made by Police 
Scotland. 

Victims of bogus callers 
and doorstep crime are 
often unaware the crime 
has been committed, feel 
so embarrassed they are 
unable to go to the police, 
and fear a loss of independ-
ence, while facing fi nancial 
uncertainty in the future. 

Operation Monarda drives 
home the message ‘If in 
doubt, keep them out’.

GLENGARRY community 
woodland wants as many 
members as possible to join 
it to make the most of the 
community asset.

The group will reveal the 
results of its feasibility 
study completed by con-
sultants Chris Piper and 
Fiona Chalmers on Saturday, 
March 28 in the community 
hall.  

At the  same time the pub-
lic is being asked to consider 
becoming members of the 
new limited company, with 
charitable status, Glengarry 
Community Woodlands.

It is free to join and will 
allow the group to apply for 
funding and to implement 
the feasibility study and 
business plan in the future. 

LOCHABER Local History 
Society will host the last talk 
of the season from Roddy 
Mainland on Colonel John 
Cameron of Fassifern. 

The tall obelisk in front of 
Kilmallie Church was erected 
in his name after his death 
two days before the Battle of 
Waterloo at Quatre Bras.

Roddy will speak of his life 
and legacy – and will speak of 
the project to rejuvenate the 
obelisk and commemorate 
Colonel Cameron’s death in 
June. 

A display will show some 
artefacts relating to life and 
death of the colonel of the 
92nd Regiment. An interesting 
evening is guaranteed at the 
Ben Nevis Hotel at 8pm on 
Thursday April 2. 

Colonel Cameron 
remembered

Closing the door 
on bogus callers

WORK to shore up a breach 
in the Caledonian Canal south 
of Fort Augustus is going well, 
says Scottish Canals.

Passage through the canal 
was stopped when heavy rains 
and snow-melt saw a weir 
near Cullochy being partially 
washed away nearly three 
weeks ago, leading to a major 
breach of an embankment.

Scottish Canals estimated at 
the time it would be the end of 
April before the Caledonian 
Canal would be open again to 
sea-to-sea traffic.

The organisation says a tem-
porary dam has already been 
completed at Aberchalder 
Bridge and test bore holes have 
confirmed that the breach can 
be closed with sheet piling.

Work to consolidate the 
remaining section of the weir 
is also well underway.

A spokesperson for Scottish 
Canals said: ‘We are also 
pleased to report that we are 
a few days ahead of the indic-
ative schedule we gave but it 
is important to note that we 
still have some challenging key 
stages to deliver. 

‘However, we indicated our 
hopes of reopening the canal 
to navigation on April 30 and 
we can confirm that we are 
confident of achieving this 
timescale.’

Temporary dam 
completed on 
breached canal

Capital welcome 
to Gaelic colleges

He said: ‘Leo had only ever had 
one seizure before we moved in 
but in the last wee while it has 
been five or six. 

‘We don’t know for sure what 
the cause of the seizures is but 
living here definitely won’t be 
helping him.

‘The damp is all round the win-
dow but we’re starting to find it 
in the bathroom and bedrooms.’ 

Highland council was unable to 
comment on the situation before 
the Oban Times went to press.

We had to 
take Leo to 
live with his 
Gran ”         
                    Robbie Elder

Tenant

 

Easter Sunday April 5th
Join us for a special 3 course lunch £31  

Or our 5 course dinner £42  
Overlooking the harbour 

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant
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UNFORTUNATELY The Wa-
terboys’ classic song never came 
true and the overcast weather 
meant many never saw ‘the whole 
of the moon’ during the solar 
eclipse on Friday in Oban.

St Columba’s primary school 
pupils were well prepared for the 
astronomical event, having made 
special devices to view it without 
damaging their eyes from the 
sun’s harmful rays.

Head teacher Michaelina 
MacLellan said: ‘It was a bit 
disappointing although it did get 
noticeably darker and colder for 
a few minutes. Even though it 
was a bit of an anti-climax, the 
children enjoyed learning about 
the science behind the eclipse, 
and making the boxes, using a 
small pinhole camera to view 
it. Thanks to Oban’s Rogerson 
Shoes and the Factory Shop for 
donating the boxes.’

In the early hours of Wednes-
day morning, March 18,  the 
UK enjoyed the aurora borealis 
particularly on Islay and Jura.

Heavens above offer spectacular solar displays
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

ECLIPSE: The sun rises over the forest of Ben Lora, at Benderloch. Photo courtesy Steve Eccles, Benderloch

BOXED IN: St Columba’s pupils with their pin-hole boxes for viewing the eclipse. 16_t13eclipse01

NORTHERN LIGHTS: Jura photographer Konrad Borkowski captured this illuminating shot of the aurora 
borealis above Jura distillery.

Video of this available online 
OBANTIMES.CO.UK

Lismore’s women come under spotlight
LISMORE’S female population will be the centre 
of attention at the island’s heritage centre as it 
opens for the 2015 season on Sunday.

The museum is hosting an exhibition, entitled 
Women: Life and Work on Lismore, showing 
pictures and telling stories of how the women 
of Lismore kept the island running, particularly 
through times of war.

Dr Iain McNicol, chairman of Comann 
Eachdraidh Lios Mòr, which runs the museum, 
said: ‘There is a huge amount of information in 
this exhibition and we are more excited about this 
one than any others.’

The start of the season also signals the opening 
of the heritage museum’s cafe and library.  

The museum in the heritage centre, which 
opened on March 17 2007, is the hub of the centre 
and has many informative displays about the 
history of Lismore’s landscape, industry, archi-
tecture and population.

The Women: Life and Work on Lismore exhibi-
tion is one of a number of major exhibitions that 
the museum hosts each year.

In order to help fund the museum, Comann 
Eachdraidh Lios Mòr has recently launched a 
100 club and has invited friends and members of 
the heritage centre to take part. There will be a 
monthly draw, with first prize £100, second £50 
and third £25. More details at http://www.lis-
moregaelicheritagecentre.org/calling-all-friends/

www.facebook.com/obantimes

TIMESLINEBilly’s anger over embassy 

HE HAS been given clearance to leave 
India by courts and immigration offi-
cials but stricken seaman Billy Irving 
continues to languish in the country, 
separated from his partner and newborn 
son because of police red tape.

Billy, 34, from Connel, has been stuck 
in India for the past 18 months, despite 
a court clearing him and fellow MV 
Seaman Guard Ohio crew members 
of carrying illegal weapons when they 
entered Indian waters in October 2013 
as part of anti-piracy operations.

And the desperate former soldier’s 
latest blow came when Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) staff at 
the British embassy refused to counter-
sign his son’s birth certificate stating he 
is the father of young William Archie 
- or Uilleam Beag - who was born on 
February 25. 

 Billy, who grew up in Campbeltown, 
has faced a series of disappointments 
since the crew were released from 
custody last June when charges were 
quashed, but the Tamil Nadu police are 
appealing the decision at the Supreme 
Court and have retained passports and 

documents.
Billy, who is being financially support-

ed by friends and family, had recently 
booked a flight home as part of an 
application for an Emergency Travel 
Document, which would allow him to 
leave the country. But Indian police 
refused to issue a No Objection Cer-
tificate (NOC), meaning he was stuck 
in the country and had lost out on the 
expense of the travel document and his 
flight. 

His partner, 26-year-old Yvonne 
MacHugh, has now moved in with her 
own family in Neilston, Glasgow, with 
the couple’s month-old son. She told 
the Oban Times: ‘We had 21 days to 
register the birth but Billy couldn’t get 
anyone at the embassy to sign it. He 
found a lawyer who helped him but he 
has no passport, no money, no proof of 
identity. The embassy staff know all that 
and couldn’t help.

‘It just seems that anything we have 
asked them to do, they have refused to 
do it. Although they are waiting for the 
appeal to be heard, he should be free to 
leave.’ 

The FCO insists it has represented 
Billy, and the five other British nationals 
being held in India, at the highest level.

But Yvonne, who was flown from 

Oban to the Royal Alexandra Hospital 
in Paisley during labour because of 
complications with her birth, said Billy’s 
plight had made her much more cynical.

‘Not much can faze me now,’ she 
admits. ‘I don’t trust people as much, 
which is horrible. 

‘I don’t believe what people say, espe-
cially governments and people who are 
supposed to help. 

‘Most of the time I just think the whole 
situation is laughable - if it wasn’t so 
serious it would be a comedy. It has hit 
Billy like a tonne of bricks and he is just 
wanting to get home to hold his son.’

A court hearing to return the crew-
men’s passports was due to take place 
on Tuesday, however, even if this is 
successful, a NOC certificate would still 
be required to let them leave India.

A FCO spokesman said: ‘We raise the 
case regularly at the highest levels, most 
recently on March 12 when the Foreign 
Secretary (Philip Hammond) raised 
our concerns with the Indian Foreign 
Minister, Sushma Swaraj. 

‘Since the prosecution appealed, we 
have lobbied regularly and at the highest 
levels. The Prime Minister first raised 
the case with the Indian Prime Minister 
during his visit to Delhi in November 
2013. The case has consistently been 
raised at a ministerial level.’

EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

German climbers 
airlifted to safety

Kirk holds talks 
on role of Gaelic

Tommy sees red 
over rugby ban

It’s plain sailing 
for Scout groups

A CONFERENCE held to dis-
cuss the future of Gaelic in 
the Church of Scotland has 
been described as a ‘mile-
stone’ by the Gaelic-speaking 
community.

The event, held in Glasgow 
at the weekend, was organ-
ised after the Rev Dr Angus 
Morrison identifi ed the 
urgent need for the Church 
of Scotland to do more to 
promote the Gaelic language.

TWO YOUNG hill climbers had 
to be airlifted from a mountain 
on Mull.

The 23-year-old man and 
21-year-old woman from Ger-
many contacted the emergency 
services last Friday after getting 
into diffi  culty on Beinn-an-Ao-
inidh, near Pennyghael.

The couple were located that 
evening and airlifted to safety 
by a Coastguard helicopter.

THE ROYAL Navy warship HMS 
Blyth visited Oban for fi ve 
days recently with community 
groups given guided tours of 
the 50-tonne vessel. 

Among those invited to visit 
the Royal Navy ship on March 
14 were the 1st Argyll Oban and 
37th Argyll Ardchattan Scouts 
and the Argyll Explorers from 
Dunoon. 

AN IRATE Oban rugby coach 
is threatening to hand back 
an award he received for 
volunteering earlier this sea-
son after the Scottish Rugby 
Union banned him for nine 
games.

See page fi ve for full story.

‘THE Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office (FCO) 
is still doing nothing, so 
“disgusted” is the politest 
way I can tell you how I feel 
about the UK government 
and the FCO. 

I am desperate to get home 
to hold my wee boy Uilleam 
(William). I have missed the 
whole pregnancy and birth, 
so I need to get home to be 
there for my baby and for 
Yvonne. 

Yvonne has been so strong 
and amazing through this 
whole situation. I am so 

proud of her and she has 
been a rock for me. I am 
just so sorry I had to put her 
through all of this. 

My family have been 
supporting me in every way 
they can and my parents 
Skype every day. Sometimes 
I take my frustration out on 
them, which is unfair, but 
they understand and let me 
moan and get things of my 
chest.

My friends from Camp-
beltown have been amazing 
too, and have done raffles, 
concerts and raised money 

to help support me over 
here and so have the shinty 
teams I have played for - 
Kilmory and Taynuilt.

This just shows the sup-
port and how much small 
communities care and how 
they rally together to help 
anyone who is part of their 
community. 

I am so lucky to have them 
as friends. Everyone has 
given me so much support 
and I can’t thank them 
enough. I know this will 
come to an end but it will 
take time.’

Billy Irving talks to the Oban Times about the anger and the 
anguish as he waits to be reunited with his family and friends

HAPPIER DAYS: 
Yvonne and Billy

WAITING FOR DAD: Yvonne McHugh with Billy’s  baby son, William Archie
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AN APPIN man has been 
cleared by a jury after being 
accused of sexually abusing 
two boys.

The two charges of lewd, 
libidinous and indecent 
behaviour against Barry 
Gunn, aged 37, of The 
Cottage, Lettershuna, were 
found not proven last Friday 
at Oban sheriff court.

Mr Gunn had denied 
sexually abusing one boy on 
various occasions between 
2004 and 2009 in Appin 
and Port Appin while the 
complainer was between the 
ages of eight and 13.

The boy also claimed that 
during this period Mr Gunn 
had given him cigarettes and 
alcohol, something that the 
accused also denied.

Mr Gunn also denied 
abusing a second boy by 
getting into bed with him and 
touching him inappropriately 
at an address in Appin in 
2009.

Both gave evidence during 
the three-day trial last week.

The former soldier, who 
now works as a mechanic and 
builder, maintained the claims 
were ‘absolutely not true’, 
claiming the first complainer 
regularly got into trouble and 
would come up with ‘fanciful’ 
stories.

He said the incident on the 
second charge did not happen, 
adding that the boy had been 
accused of stealing at the 
time.

In summing up, defence 
solicitor Laura McManus 
told the jury neither witness 
was credible or reliable, the 
first having freely admitted 
to using drugs and the second 
having changed parts of his 
story under cross examina-
tion. 

The jury gave not proven 
verdicts to both charges by a 
majority.

TIMESLINE

THE TIREE Music Festival 
(TMF) is to be broadcast live 
on television for the first time 
in its history, as organisers 
announce this year’s event 
sold-out in record time.

Tickets for the event, to be 
held from July 18-20, were 
snapped up by keen music-lov-
ers less than five hours after 
going on sale.

BBC ALBA is to broadcast 
live from the festival, now 
in its fifth year, which will 
be headlined this year by 
Glasgow rockers The Fratellis.

Other bands including 
Skipinnish, Skerryvore and 
Gunna Sound have also been 
announced.

Organiser Daniel Gillespie 
said: ‘We are absolutely 
delighted BBC ALBA will 
be broadcasting the festival. 
It will be a great opportunity 
for those who missed out on 
tickets, or who are considering 
attending next year, to get a 
feel for the festival and the 
island.’

TMF has won many awards 
including Best Small Event 
at the UK Event Awards 
and Best Small Festival in 
Scotland at the Scottish Event 
Awards.

Fiona’s story leads to donor upsurge
NEWS of a young mother’s battle 
with a rare form of cancer, which 
requires a bone marrow trans-
plant as part of her treatment, 
has resulted in a huge response 
from people across Argyll and on 
her native Islay.

In February, the Oban Times 
reported on Ileach Fiona Hart, 
who had been unable to see her 
baby daughter and toddler son 
because she was undergoing 
chemotherapy for EBV lym-
phoma at Glasgow’s Southern 
General hospital.

The children, Jacob aged two 
and baby Honor who was born 
last September, have been living 
with grandparents on Islay. 

But just weeks after Honor’s 
birth, Fiona was taken to hospital 
and has barely seen her daughter 
since. 

The children are unable to 
visit their mother because her 
immune system is severely weak-
ened by the chemotherapy. 

And Fiona’s husband Simon 
had moved to Glasgow to sup-
port Fiona as she waited for a 
bone marrow donor to be found. 

But just six weeks after the arti-
cle appeared in the Oban Times, 
bone marrow charity Anthony 
Nolan reported 15 people from 
Islay between the required ages 
of 16 - 30 had joined the register, 
compared with none during the 
same period the previous year. 

In the time since Fiona’s appeal 
was launched, there has also 
been a remarkable 150 per cent 
increase in the number of people 
joining the register from the 

local Argyll postcode catchment.
Fiona, who is a nurse, has 

another two courses of chemo-
therapy to receive before doctors 
consider if she is ready for a 
transplant procedure, but they 
still await news of a potential 
bone marrow match. 

Potential donors can join 
the bone marrow register with 
Anthony Nolan or Delete Blood 
Cancer by accessing the chari-
ties’ websites.

HAPPY FAMILY: Fiona is reunited with her children Jacob and Honor 
during a break between her chemotherapy sessions

Fiona with husband Simon and son Jacob

EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Police issue alert 
on internet fraud 
ONLINE scams that cost two vic-
tims in the Oban and Lorn area 
around £4,000 have prompted 
a warning from Oban police.

One man reported paying for 
an item from an online auction 
site without ever receiving the 
item and another contacted 
police to say they had paid a 
deposit to release a loan which 
never materialised.

Sergeant Allan Moore of Oban 
police said: ‘If it’s too good to 
be true, it probably is.

‘I would urge anyone buying 
online to be vigilant for sellers 
who maybe take you to anoth-
er website for the purchase, or 
direct you away from the nor-
mal methods of payment, such 
as PayPal, and ask you to send 
money in alternative ways.’

Speeding driver 
crossed the line
SPEED checks on the 
Arrivain straights, on the 
A85 between Dalmally and 
Tyndrum, have caught out 
another speeding driver, 
who now faces dangerous 
driving charges.

A road policing unit vehicle 
had followed the 56-year-old 
man’s car for a short distance 
last Sunday afternoon and 
recorded a speed of 89mph 
in the 60mph zone.

Offi  cers then watched as 
the driver overtook cars, by 
allegedly crossing double 
white lines, into the face of 
oncoming traffi  c.

The car was soon stopped 
and the driver charged. 

Smashed window 
to get at alcohol

Passenger in car 
had drug on him

THIEVES have stolen alcohol 
from the Victory hall in Bend-
erloch after smashing windows 
to break in to the premises.

The culprits smashed a 
window at the rear of the com-
munity hall before entering the 
premises sometime between 
11am on Saturday and 5.30pm 
on Sunday.

Anyone who saw or heard 
anything suspicious, or has any 
information about the theft, is 
asked to contact Oban police 
on 101.

Abbey declines to 
press for charges 
NO FURTHER action will be 
taken against three children 
who smashed windows in the 
nunnery of Iona Abbey.

The cost of the damage was  
£900.

The abbey indicated it 
did not wish to pursue the 
matter with police, once the 
identity of the culprits had 
been revealed. 

A 20-YEAR-old man has been 
reported to the procurator fi s-
cal after police found a quantity 
of cannabis in his possession.

The man was in a car on So-
roba Road, Oban at 5.10pm last 
Saturday when the vehicle was 
stopped by police. The police 
searched a passenger and 
found 2.5 grams of cannabis.

A CONVICTED paedophile, who 
was arrested in Oban last Thursday 
after a cross-border manhunt, had 
been on the run in the Argyll area for 
days before the public was alerted.

West Mercia police had raised the 
alarm with other forces and immedi-
ately launched a search for Redditch 
man Paul Vernon after he failed to 
comply with court conditions limiting 
his movements. 

He was found in the Oban area 
following a call from a member of the 
public.

West Mercia Police and Police 
Scotland believed Paul Vernon was 
in the Argyll area at the beginning 
of last week but only schools were 
informed of their suspicions. And 
Argyll and Bute council only notified 
parents of Vernon’s presence in the 
area by letter after he was caught on 
Thursday.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan Reid 
said: ‘The police should have gone 
public with this man’s photo and let 
people know he was on the run.’

The public became aware that the 
paedophile was in the Argyll area 
following a press release issued by 
West Mercia police last Wednesday.

The Oban Times had enquired about 
Mr Vernon’s presence in the area 
on Tuesday, but received a response 
from Police Scotland the following 
day that did not identify him and 
stated that there was ‘nothing at this 

time to suggest he is an immediate 
risk to the local community’. 

Vernon, 58, a former submariner in 
the Royal Navy, served time in prison 
following his conviction in January 
2010 for sex offences against children 
in the Lancashire area.

Asked why the public had not been 
notified earlier, a spokesman for Po-
lice Scotland said it engages with the 
local authority as a matter of course 
during ongoing enquiries and that 
West Mercia Police had been leading 
the enquiry. However, the Warwick-
shire force said it could not comment 
on investigations by another force.

West Mercia Police has also refused 
to release an image of Vernon that 
they had issued last week because he 
had now been detained.

Asked why parents were not 
informed of Vernon’s suspected pres-
ence in the area sooner and why the 
letter to parents was not received un-
til after he was arrested, a spokesman 
for Argyll and Bute council  said: 
‘Police Scotland confirmed that there 
was nothing to suggest an immediate 
risk and continued their efforts to 
trace him. 

‘In addition to working with Police 
Scotland, we contacted parents to 
reassure them that our schools will 
do everything that they can to ensure 
that pupils are safe. We took our lead 
from the police and provided parents 
with information to reassure them.’

OBAN BUSINESS COMMUNITY SPEAKS WITH ONE VOICE TO LOBBY COUNCIL ON TOWN CENTRE PLAN

Call for action on pontoons

STAFF at Oban’s Lorn and Is-
lands hospital have donated two 
cheques for £500 to two local 
charities through money raised 
from its annual pantomime.

Now in its 10th year, the staff 
put on a performance of Alad-
din last year, raising £1,000, 
which was split between the 
Friends of Oban Playpark and 

the North Argyll Carers Centre.
Pictured are staff from the 

hospital and members of the 
two charities last Thursday 
(March 19). 

A RALLYING call has been 
delivered to Argyll and Bute 
council, via the pages of the Oban 
Times, after the local authority 
admitted it could not support a 
plan to install pontoons in Oban 
Bay this summer. 

Fifty businesses have shown 
their support for the project, 
backed by organisations such as 
BID4Oban and Oban and Lorn 
Tourism Association (OLTA), by 
demanding the local authority 
‘thinks again’.

A spokesman for Oban Bay 
Marine, which proposed a ma-
rina plan eight years ago, said: 
‘The directors of OBM greatly 

appreciate the latest support 
demonstrated by BID4Oban, 
OLTA and Argyll and the Isles 
Tourism Association, plus the 
50 local businesses who have 
underwritten today’s advert in 
the Oban Times.

‘They clearly understand the 
importance for Oban’s economy 
of developing step-ashore visitor 
pontoons, plus protected cruise 
ship tender berth, without any 
further delay.

‘We can only hope that this in-
itiative will unblock the council’s 
reluctance to support the project. 

‘There is a real danger that if 
Argyll and Bute council does not 
support the project now, it may 
never happen. 

‘This is the only CHORD 

project that could kick-start the 
Oban economy. It’s make or 
break time!’

The matter is due to be dis-
cussed by the council at an area 

committee meeting next month.
A spokesman for the council 

said: ‘We had hoped to install 
temporary pontoons in time for 
the summer season, however, 
after further investigations this 
will not be possible due to the 
statutory consent process which 
can take some months. 

‘We would like to apologise for 
the confusion and reassure peo-
ple of our commitment to having 
a temporary facility in place for 
summer 2016. 

‘We have ambitious plans to 
grow Oban’s already strong 
economy and are making huge, 
evidence-based investments 
which we know are matched to 
the aspirations of our communi-
ties and will create jobs.  

‘Each project goes through 
a stringent, evidence-based 
process which guarantees that 
it will have real benefits to our 
communities before we invest 
substantial amounts of public 
money. If a project doesn’t stack 
up we won’t take it forward.

‘Delivering a transit berthing/
step ashore facility is chal-
lenging; it could bring some 
economic benefits but more work 
is required to establish how the 
facility could be built, what it 
could include and who could 
operate it. 

‘We are looking into a range of 
options and will be applying rig-
orous checks to ensure that any 
final proposal meets the needs of 
the whole community.’

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

Argyll parents not told until 

Vodafone called up to face 
MPs after pager failure

Appin man cleared 
after Oban jury 
rejects crown sex 
abuse allegation

Tiree festival set 
for live broadcast

AN ARGYLL emergency pag-
er system that was out of action 
for three months was discussed 
at the Houses of Parliament 
after a story appeared in the 
Oban Times last week.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan 
Reid held Vodafone to account 
as he chaired the Scottish Af-
fairs Committee last Thursday.

He told Vodafone represent-
atives that a pager service for 
first responders on Luing, who 
provide emergency medical 
care on the island, had been out 
of service for three months.

Colin Scott, of Vodafone, 
said: ‘There have been a lot of 
spare part issues, trying to get 
things fixed. It is unacceptable 
and we apologise. It is obviously 
not in our interests to deliver 
poor service to customers.’

Michael Russell, Argyll and 
Bute MSP, said: ‘Vodafone 
provides a poor service in 

Argyll and Bute and its failure to 
invest properly for the benefit of 
its customers is a long standing 
problem.  

‘However when it also fails to 
restore an emergency service for 
more than two months then it is 
time the company took a very 
serious and severe look at its 
procedures and processes.’   

Fiona Cruickshanks, of Luing 
First Responders, said: ‘The pag-
ers came back on Friday, March 
20 [three days after Vodafone 
said the problem had been fixed].

‘They have done a temporary 
repair of the antenna and plan to 
install a more robust antenna in 
due course. 

‘In the man time we have been 
credited with the quarter that we 
had paid for the pager system.

‘Thanks to Nicolai in customer 
services at Vodafone for all his 
help and to the Oban Times for 
raising the issue.

This is the only 
CHORD project 
that could kick-
start the Oban 
economy ”

Oban Bay Marine spokesman

Parkhouse Building Services
INSTALLING BIOMASS BOILERS 

& SOLAR PV IN YOUR AREA!
BIOMASS PRICES START FROM £16,000 

UP TO END OF APRIL 2015!

SOLAR PV STARTS AT £3995 
UP TO END OF APRIL 2015!

Call us on 01506 243683
Website - www.parkhousebuildingservices.com 
or Email-info@parkhousebuildingservices.com

Parkhouse Building Services 
are now offering branded 

Biomass Boiler products such 

Become less dependant on 
the energy suppliers with 
energy storage systems 

from £8995! 

TRY OUR NEW WORLD CLASS AUSTRIAN MADE 
EVOWORLD BIOMASS BOILER C/W 10 YEAR WARRANTY!

SOLAR PV FROM £3995!
PEACE OF MIND INVERTER AND PANEL WARRANTIES UP TO 20 YEARS!
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Fort William       0
Inverurie Locos 6
Highland League

Boxing

Athletics

Three in a row 
as Cameron  
wins Scottish 
championship

Darren is top fl ight  
in darts league
Darts

AWARDS: Lochaber Rugby Club award winners at their annual dinner dance held in The Moorings Hotel 
on Saturday evening. From left: Ali Rivett, club player of the year; Ryan Davies, Calum Mercer memorial 

shield; Findlay Ireland, player of the year; Ali MacKinnon, club presrident; Calum Sandison, most 
improved player of the year; and Calum Boyd, recipient of  the special award.

Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

LOCHABER Phoenix boxing 
club’s Cameron Whyte added to 
his growing reputation last week-
end when he won the Scottish 
Championships for an almost 
unprecedented third consecu-
tive year defeating North West 
Boxing Club’s Owen Duffy from 
Kilmarnock. 

After a few brief exchanges in 
the opening round the teenager  
began to thud home his accurate 
jab.

As the round progressed Whyte 
would bring in a strong straight 
right cross and left hook to stamp 
his authority on the contest.

Duffy came out like a raging 
bull at the start of the second 
round to try and get a foothold in 
the contest but Whyte expected 
this and cleverly stepped back 
from the onrushing Kilmarnock 
youngster to walk him on to 
accurate left hook and right cross 
combinations. 

At times it looked like Whyte 
would overwhelm Duffy but he 
proved a determined opponent 
and managed to negotiate his way 

IN THE Tradewinds darts 
league, week three, Darren 
Sutherland defeated Michael 
Slezer by three legs to one.

Semi-finalists were John 
Matheson and Marc MacDon-
ald. Scores of 180 were made by 
Darren Sutherland twice, Marc 
MacDonald and Michael Selzer. 
Highest finish of the night was 
103 by Marc MacDonald.

The result of the open compe-
tition held on Saturday March 
21 saw Ken Henderson defeated  
in the singles competition by 
Darren Sutherland by four legs 
to three, beaten semi-finalists 
were Craig Quinn and David 
Fairgrieve. The consolation 
singles was won by Michael Cane 
and the doubles winners were 
Ken Henderson and Michael 
Cane. Week four of the league 
this Friday.

THE LAST race of Lochaber 
athletic club’s winter league was 
a success for the up and coming 
talent of the club, as two youth 
runners made the top three. 

Bruce MacLean and Steven 
Burns junior, both in the under 
18s category, were first and third 
respectively in the Glen 10k held 
on March 15.

MacLean flew round the route 
in 35 minutes and 24 seconds 
and Burns crossed the finish line 
shortly after in 35 minutes and 
50 seconds. Unattached runner 
Lawrence Ramsay took second 
place for his time of 35 minutes 
and 31 seconds.  Marie Meldrum 
was first lady home in 41 minutes 
and 40 seconds, 17th overall, 
followed by Emma Britton in 46 
minutes and 41 seconds, taking 
28th place overall. 

Top 20 finishers (LAC unless 
otherwise stated): 1 Bruce 
MacLean 35:24; 2 Lawrence 
Ramsay (unattached) 35:31; 
3 Steven Burns 35:50; 4 Steve 
MacDonald 36:34; 5 Tim Brand 
36:56; 6 Hughie MacKintosh 
37:52; 7 Mark Willets (Mel-
bourne Midday Milers) 38:13; 8 
Jon Gay 38:46; 9 Finlay Walton 
(Westerlands cross country 
club) 38:59; 10 Angus Maclean 
(unattached) 39:09;  11 Allan 
Lamont 39:18; 12 Andy Craig 
39:52; 13 Ali Kennedy 39:59; 14 
Gavin MacMillan 40:07; 15 Neil 
Waslidge (unattached) 40:17; 
16 Barrie MacKinnon 40:29; 17 
Marie Meldrum 41:40; 18 Ronnie 
Turner 41:47; 19 Jonathan Weir 
(unattached) 42:39; 20 Michael 
Connolly 42:41. 

Fort William’s James Whyte (in black) takes on Loco’s Keiran Adams. Photo: Iain Ferguson The Write Image

through the round.
Each round of the contest saw 

Whyte, who turned 13 the day 
after the final, dominate more 
and in the early stages of the third 
round he really shifted through 
the gears to try and test just how 
much defiance Duffy had left. 

Time and again Duffy walked 
on to powerful combinations 
until Whyte decided he would 
once again revert to conducting 
proceedings behind his jab and 
eventually ran out a huge winner 
after a virtuoso performance.

Success
The buzz about Whyte is not 

just the amount of success he is 
having but also the manner in 
which he is winning contests and 
if he continues in this vein and 
keeps his focus he could have a 
huge future.

Owing to Whyte’s progression 
he is now expected to represent 
Scotland twice in the coming 
months, firstly in Wales in June 
at the GB championships then in 
July in Dublin in an international 
Box Cup. 

Whyte’s 13-year-old club mate 
Dan Nixon also reached the final 
of the championships, held in 
Motherwell last Saturday, where 
he faced Nicholas Devlin of 
O’Neil’s Boxing Club. 

Nixon has improved immeasur-
ably this season and to even qual-
ify for the final was testament to 
his drive and determination and 
this was exactly how he fought 
against Devlin; with his heart on 
his sleeve. 

Although defeated on points 
he left everything in the ring, 
launching assault after assault 
against the fleet footed Devlin. 

Devlin possesses the exact 
style that is kryptonite to the 
ferocious Nixon but that did not 
stop his forward march. 

Unfortunately Nixon had to 
take one or two to land his own 
shots for a large proportion of the 
time and while losing on points 
can take huge credit from his 
performance.   

Fort hit for six by Inverurie Locos

FORT WILLIAM football 
club accepted that their six-
goal defeat against Inverurie 
on Saturday on the back of a 
three-goal defeat to Forres 
Mechanics last Wednesday as 
being ‘over the worst of  it now’.

Two defeats for the Fort side 
on the back of what had so far 
been a ‘brilliant’ year for the 
club - will now see a rise in 
fortunes for the club.

Davy MacDonald, a member 
of the management committee 
of Fort William FC, said: 
‘Hopefully the boys have got 
it all out of their system after 
some great wins and the club’s 
annual awards dance, we have 

got two games coming up and I 
have no doubt we will be back in 
top form.’

Davy explained the game last 
Wednesday in which the club 
lost three-nil was ‘a horrible’ 
night - everyone was still on a 
high and everyone was physically 
and mentally drained.

Broke down
The game against Inverurie on 

Saturday was lost before it had 
even started due to the keeper’s 
car breaking down on Loch Ness 
side.

Davy explained: ‘Our keeper 
David Osbourne was not able 
to make it to the match which 
meant we were left with a diffi-
cult decision.

‘We put young 17-year-old 
Robin Harvey in goal but the 
referee sent him off for denying 

Inverurie a goal scoring oppor-
tunity. At that point it was 20 
minutes in and a volunteer for 
goal was sought.

‘Nobody really wanted to take 
up the position but forward Mi-
chael Ellis donned the keeper’s 
gloves.

‘He conceded two goals. At 
half time we swapped Ellis for 
Lewis Campbell, a full back, we 
lost another two goals but only 
after an extremely well played 
half by Campbell, and in the 
last minutes of the game.’

The club were due to play 
Clachnacuddin last night 
(Wednesday) and are due to 
be at home to Fraserburgh on 
Saturday. 

ON THE RUN: The fi eld set off  for Lochaber athletic club’s Glen 10k 20_f13race01

Youth runners in 
the top three

ON THE PISTE: Thirty-one students from Lochaber high school embarked on a week of hard work and fun in the French Alps. This year’s 
destination was to the high land of Les Menuires which has a highest skiing point of 2,800 metres, which is twice the height of Ben Nevis. 

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 03.55 1.1 09.35 3.1 16.11 1.2 21.44 3.1
Fri 04.51 1.4 10.35 2.8 17.08 1.5 22.48 2.9
Sat 06.03 1.7 13.01 2.6 18.15 1.6  **.**  *.*
Sun 00.46 2.7 08.02 1.8 14.39 2.7 19.35 1.7
Mon 02.27 2.9 09.25 1.7 15.31 2.9 20.56 1.5
Tues 03.19 3.1 10.11 1.5 15.59 3.1 21.50 1.3
Wed 03.55 3.3 10.47 1.3 16.27 0.9 22.32 1.1
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds light north westerly
 Temperatures 2°C to 9ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds light south south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain on Sunday
 Winds light south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 8ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, March 26, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the 
right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

21 8
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