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Demand action — now!
Fort William councillor Brian Murphy, Argyll and Bute councillor Duncan MacIntyre, chief inspector John Chisholm, Ally Ferguson and Highland councillor John Laing at the launch of 

the Demand A82 Upgrade campaign. T11cam14

THE A82 must be given priority 
over the A9.

That was the emphatic message this 
week at the launch of a campaign to 
ensure the Scottish government in-
vests £90 million in the A82 in this 
year’s autumn spending review. 

The Demand A82 Upgrade cam-
paign was launched at the Drover’s 
Inn, Inveranan, this week with the 
message that communities across 
the west Highlands are united in the 

They insist the A82 — the UK’s 
second most dangerous trunk road 

— should take priority over plans to 
dual the A9 between Perth and In-
verness.

Highland and Argyll and Bute 
councils, Northern Constabulary 
and transport partnership Hi-Trans 
joined campaign head, Ally Fergu-
son of Ferguson Transport at the 
launch.

Mr Ferguson urged the public to 
sign a Scottish parliament e-peti-
tion, which can be accessed on A82.
org website, to ensure the issue is 
looked at by the parliament’s peti-
tions committee. He also urged peo-
ple to write to their local MSP and 
to the transport minister, Stewart 
Stevenson.

Oban councillor Roddy McCuish 
travelled to the launch in an Oban 
Express lorry to highlight the cam-

paign. The company no longer use 
the A82 because of the cost of re-
pairs due to accidents on the road.

The A82 sees numerous accidents, 
including fatalities, every year, and 
as the main west coast artery, from 
Glasgow to Fort William and then 
Inverness, is holding back the area’s 
economy.

Ian Cleaver of Highland Heritage 
said: ‘Our vehicles no longer use 
the A82 because of the damage it 

caused them. It was only a matter 
of time before we had a catastrophic 
event.’

Argyll and Bute Council transport 
spokesman, Councillor Duncan 
MacIntyre, told the launch that the 
future economic well-being of the 
west Highlands ‘revolves’ around 
investment in the A82.

for purpose. Hi-Trans has the A82 
high up on its programme of work. It 
would be unthinkable to dual the A9 
before tackling the A82.

‘There is a concern about the 
government’s review of transport 
projects in August and we have to 
make sure that the £90m investment 
needed for this road is not going an-
ywhere else. 

‘The economic and social future 
of the west Highlands revolves 
around improvements to the road. 
With that money there would be an 
extra £381m put into the Highland 
economy and 700 jobs created, and 
that is vital for our area. It is an op-
portunity we cannot let pass.’

The launch heard that the cost of 
upgrading the 17 miles from Tarbet 
to Crianlarich is £54m - £3m per 
mile, yet the M74 extension works 
out at £131m per mile. 

‘We’re not talking huge amounts 
of money, but the effect that money 
would have in our communities is 
proportionately greater than for the 
M74,’ added Mr MacIntyre.

‘The government is using road 
equivalent tariff (RET) to attract 
tourists to the islands. To get there 
you have to go through Oban and 
you have to use the A82. It’s un-
thinkable to double the numbers on 
that road in the state it is in. We have 
to have joined-up thinking.’

Report by DAVID WALKER Public urged to add their voice to 
campaign for £90m A82 upgrade

‘The economic and social future of
 the west Highlands revolves 

around improvements to the road’
— Councillor Duncan MacIntyre

Iain MacKenzie with his wife Sheila, left, and moth-
er-in-law Jessie Stewart, right, on his proud day.

A STRACHUR submariner, 
who will leave the royal 
navy after 40 years service 
in April, has been to Buck-
ingham  Palace to receive an 
MBE.

MacKenzie collected his 
MBE, awarded in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours 
list last year, when he jour-
neyed to the presentation 
with his wife Sheila and 
mother-in-law Jessie Stew-
art.

‘I was keen to share my 
big day with them,’ said 
Iain. ‘Despite the inclem-
ent weather the pride I felt 
of being awarded the MBE 
could not be dampened.

‘It was not until I was walk-
ing the corridors of Buck-
ingham Palace that it really 
hit me what an honour had 
been bestowed upon me.

‘I am still at a loss as to 
why, but I do appreciate the 
efforts of an outstanding 

mander Jim Perks, and an 
exceptional divisional of-

Iain’s award was made for 
an unparalleled service to

submarines spanning almost 
40 years.

Iain added: ‘The subma-
rine service is everything to 
me – how could it not be, its 
been my life for nearly four 
decades. I look forward to 
giving something back to it 
in the form of the Subma-
riners Association and the 
International Submariners 
Association; I am an active 
member of both.’

Iain has sailed on more than 
eight vessels including the

Finwhale, Onslaught, Opos-
sum and Odin, Trenchant, 
Splendid, Vengeance and 
Sceptre. He works for Flag 

England and Northern Ire-
land based at HMNB Clyde, 
Faslane.

The Strachur-based sailor 
now plans to spend plenty 
of time at home with his 
wife Sheila and their three 
Yorkshire Terriers which, he 
jokes, ‘take the lead in our 
lives’.

Submariner’s palace delight 

A 200-ft community wind 
turbine has been approved 
for  Tiree.

Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
area committee councillors 
have yet again gone against 
Argyll and Bute Council’s 

ting the structure to be con-
structed.

The plan for a single com-
munity-owned turbine has 
divided the island with ob-
jectors in the east, where 
the turbine will be sited, and 
supporters in the west.

The area committee heard 
arguments from both sides at 
a public hearing in An Talla 
last Thursday, which was 
attended by one third of the 
island’s population.

The area committee voted 
unanimously for the turbine, 
despite the planning author-
ity recommending a refusal 
on the grounds that it would 
have an adverse impact on 
the island’s landscape.

Councillors said the eco-

could generate £5million 
over 20 years – outweighed 

the environmental impact.
An amendment was put 

forward Oban South and the 
Isles councillor Mary Jean 
Devon and seconded by 
Councillor Roddy McCuish. 
He said: ‘For the good of the 
island, the area committee 
thought it was the right deci-
sion and I think the majority 
of islanders supported it.’

Tish MacKinnon, chair-
woman of Tiree Community 
Development Trust, which 
spoke for the turbine at the 
hearing, said: ‘This marks 
the start of a process that 
will give island residents the 
opportunity to shape Tiree’s 
future through the develop-
ment of the trust.’

However, one opponent of 
the plan, who did not want-
named, said: ‘My concern is 
this plan has divided an is-
land. Now the east side has 
this gigantic structure.

‘There were some ridicu-
lous comments at the meet-
ing. One councillor said that 
the turbine would be no more 
an eyesore than a telegraph 
pole.’

Huge wind turbine
approved for Tiree

A MEETING on Luing to dis-
cuss the island’s ferry situa-
tion was to take place, as The
Oban Times went to press this 
week.

The ferrymen who sail the 
Belnahua to and from the is-
land were on strike last month 
in protest at new pay and 
work conditions which were 
proposed by Argyll and Bute 
Council.

The crew are particularly 
angry at having their annual 
leave cut to 12 days plus pub-
lic holidays. 

Luing Community Council 
invited representatives of the 
local authority to a meeting 
yesterday (Wednesday) to ask 
them about the island’s ferry 
service. The council received 
questions from the islanders 
prior to the meeting. 

Community councillor Dav-
id Ritchie said: ‘The ferrymen 
do a fairly responsible job and 
do it well. I would say the ma-
jority of the island is behind 
them but when people can’t 
get to work or need medical 
supplies because of the indus-
trial action; it is not a pleasant 
situation.’

A TEENAGE climber was 
swept 200 metres down a 
mountain near Bridge of Or-
chy after being caught in an 
avalanche.

The 19-year-old Glasgow 
climber, who was with three 
companions, was near the 
summit of the Munro, Beinn 
an Dothaidh, when the ava-
lanche hit on Sunday after-
noon.

Police Constable David 
Paterson, who attended the 
incident, praised the man’s 
friends who, he said, carried 
out all the correct procedures 
after the accident.

He added: ‘One of the 
climbers stayed with the casu-
alty while the other two came 
down to Achallader Farm to 
raise the alarm.’

The Royal Air Force moun-
tain rescue team was mobi-

tions, airlifted the casualty to 
the Southern General Hospi-
tal, Glasgow.

Spotlight
on Luing
ferrymen

Teenager
caught in
avalanche

SICKENED anglers say 
Argyll’s best salmon river 
is facing a grim future.

An estimated 4,000 rainbow 
trout have escaped from a 

Awe system.

not native to Scotland, will 
having a devastating impact 
on salmon stocks as they eat 
the young juveniles as well as 
their food sources.

faces possible legal action 

ous over the damage caused 
by repeated large-scale es-

• Full story on page 3

Anglers
fury at
fish farm
escape

Death of
Oban
doctor
MANY people were saddened 
this week to hear of the death 
of long-time Oban general 
practitioner Dr Angus Gordon 
Murchison, who died peace-
fully in Glasgow last Friday 
after a long illness.

His son Kyle and daughter 
Gael suggested that memorial 
donations to Oban Lifeboat 

their father.

MULL
MARINE IN 
AFGHANISTAN

FURY AT
FISH FARM 
ESCAPE
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ANY REDEVELOPMENT 
plan of Fort William Football 
Club’s Claggan Park should 
include other outdoor sports, 

At the recent ‘football 
forum’ in Lochaber House 
Highland Football Academy 
development manager Rod 
Houston appeared to rule out 
sports like athletics and shinty 

But to Fort William chairman 
Jimmy Campbell and vice 
chairman John Corbett, an 
all-sports approach stands the 
best chance of securing much-
needed all-weather facilities 

Money
Mr Campbell told The Oban 

Times: ‘If all the sports bodies 
in the town got together we 
would have a greater chance 
of attracting the money 
required to build all-weather 

Vice chairman John Corbett 
said: ‘Should local councillors 
not now come on board and 

‘All-weather playing 
surfaces are a major issue, 
maybe not so glamorous 
as ‘outdoor capital’ or 
‘waterfront development’, but 
equally important, and they 
affect hundreds of people and 
will continue to do so if not 

Trust
He added: ‘If a trust is to 

be set up I feel it should be a 
community trust in which all 

‘We would attract more 

‘But the council should be 
taking the reins in this and 

‘If you can get enough 
people involved you could run 
a trust, but I think it should be 
council-run – parks are their 

LOCHABER Housing 
Association (LHA) has 
been awarded £185,000 
by Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise Lochaber to help 
pay for a road to the new 
Heather Croft development 
at Upper Achintore, Fort 

Communities Scotland and 
private sector developer West 
Highland Properties will meet 

LHA development manager, 
David Cottier told The Oban 
Times: ‘The road will start in 

home development will see 
21 rented and 27 private 

TWO YOUTHS have been 
reported to the Children’s 
Panel after a vandalism spree 

Chief Inspector John 
Chisholm of Fort William 
police station said the 
boys, both under 16, were 
reported to police through 

months considerable damage 
has been done to windows, 
parked vehicles and the bus 

‘We are grateful to 
Crimestoppers for its 
assistance in apprehending 
these young boys and ask 
members of the public to 
continue to report crimes and 
suspicious activity,’ said CI 

WINNING £700 in last week’s 
Oban Times Spot the Shinty 
Ball competition was well-
known shinty enthusiast and 
Glengarry supporter Ewan 
Cameron, Balmaglaster, by 

Ewan was ‘delighted’ when 
he heard the news and now 
his only wish is that the rain 
would stop so he can watch a 

 For your chance to win our 
Spot the Shinty Ball this week 

Ewan spots 
the ball!

GAELIC Medium pupils from 
Plockton High School will be among 
250 UK schools making the news 

Ten pupils are taking part in 
BBC News School Report, a BBC 
project to involve 11 to 14-year-

past few months the students in 
S1 and S2 Gaelic classes have 
been working hard, training to be 
journalists, carrying out interviews 

students will be broadcasting their 
news, covering the stories of the 
day as well as their special report on 

Gaelic Medium teacher Chrisma 
MacDonald told The Oban Times:
‘The pupils have had the BBC’s 
news reader in Portree, James 
MacDonald, over to help them 

have done an interview with John 
Farquhar Munro about the road 
conditions and that will be our main 

The pupils’ broadcast will include 
an interview with Mr Munro, the 
local MSP and can be found on 

20 per cent increase in Corran 
Ferry tickets are to seek the 
abolition of all fares on the 
lifeline crossing, The Oban 
Times

Since councillors voted for 
the swingeing price hike on 
February 14, protesters have 
been lobbying Highland Council 
to cut the increase before new 
ticket prices come in on April 

But now, buoyed by strong 
political support at local and 
national level, activists are 
calling for the Corran link to 
be treated the same way as the 
Skye Bridge, where tolls have 

Last week MSP Fergus Ewing 
urged that Corran Ferry should 

while in a letter this week 
MP Charles Kennedy backed 

community efforts to have the 

Ardgour Community Council 
chairman Davie Corrigan told 
The Oban Times: ‘This is the 

councils on the peninsula have 
got together to speak out about 

‘For the time being we want 
to put a stop to the 20 per cent 
increase, but longer term we 
would want to abolish fares 
completely for the Corran Ferry 
and we will be lobbying MPs 

‘In the next week or so the 
campaign is going to Inverness 
to gather as much political 
support as possible before new 
fares are implemented on April 

Mr Corrigan warned 
communities were in danger 
of losing young families 

because of spiralling fuel, 
food and materials prices in 
Ardnamurchan, Ardgour and 

He said: ‘It’s so expensive 
to live across here and there 
are young couples in Ardgour 
who are thinking about leaving 
the place because they can’t 

young people who live on the 
peninsula wanting to build a 
house across here, it costs much 
more because the builders put 
up their prices to come across 

In a letter to Mr Corrigan on 
Monday, Mr Kennedy said he 
had asked Highland Council to 
review the 20 per cent increase 

that all of the local community 
councils have my support in 
seeking to have the decision 

Teaming     
up on 
sport the        
best way        
forward

Scrap Corran Ferry fares, 
say campaigners

Road cash 

Two youths 
reported

News spotlight falls on Plockton 
high Gaelic medium pupils

A LORRY driver has narrowly 
escaped prison after he allowed 
toxic acid to pour onto 67 miles 
of road in Argyll – leaving seven 

to carry out 160 hours of commu-
nity service after pleading guilty 
to culpable and reckless driving 
on April 20 last year which saw 

Oban Sheriff Court last week 

man Road, Glasgow, had ‘pan-
icked’ when he realised the dan-
gerous cargo had begun leaking 
near the Oude Dam on the A816 

with the journey until he ap-
proached Arrochar – with only 
20 litres of the 1,000 litres of so-

Seven people, including the 
accused, were taking to hospi-
tal suffering from the effects of 
the acid, which sparked a major 
emergency involving the police, 

closed for hours while the trail of 

said: ‘It is particularly dangerous 

accused should have stopped the 
engine and vehicle, placed dan-
ger signs to warn other vehicles 
and got people to stay downwind 
of the vehicle and then phoned 

David MacNeill, defending, 
said: ‘My client was approach-
ing a narrow stone bridge with 
the lorry near the Oude Dam and 

has suggested that in the course 
of braking, a pallet moved and hit 
a container so he stopped imme-

‘He tells me that he simply pan-
icked and decided to just get back 

deferred for background reports 
and Mr MacNeill said his client 
stood to lose his job if he was 

iff Douglas Small said: ‘I am 
astonished that you continued to 
drive a vehicle knowing that you 
had a dangerous substance leak-
ing from it and putting the health 

phasised enough that you were 
fortunate no members of the pub-

Acid leak driver given
community service

RSPB’s Dave Sexton and his children Bethan, aged 8, and Olivia, 6, 

A SEA EAGLE released into the 
wild on Scotland’s east coast has 
travelled to the west and joined 
others of the same species on the 

chick to be collected from Norway 
and one of 15 chicks released in 

with two young Mull eagles near 

The young eagle, nicknamed ‘Fif-
er’ by islanders has rapidly clocked-
up the miles since his release last 

east coast up through Aberdeen-
shire as far north as Findhorn Bay, 
near the Moray Firth, before be-
ing spotted inland near Granton on 

in to roost at Loch Frisa with two 
other young wing tagged eagles for 

‘I knew the other two were wild 
bred chicks from the west coast but 
I thought I spotted a radio aerial on 
the back of the third bird and my 
heart skipped a beat! Could this be 
one of the east coast birds or even 

one of the 15 sea eagles released 

was getting dark and I lost sight of 

The team on Mull called RSPB 
Scotland’s East of Scotland Sea 

who travelled to Mull with the spe-
cial radio tracking equipment she 
uses to try and keep up with the 

Claire Smith said: ‘After a couple 
of hours I was delighted to see it 
was bird F who I last saw in Grant-

on the move but we managed to see 

‘This is fantastic news,’ added 

eastern and western birds are al-
ready mingling bodes well for the 

too young to breed and will have 
to wait a few more years, but we’d 
expect some of the western birds to 
eventually head east too, recolonis-
ing the species former range and 

‘People will have a great chance 
of seeing him and others at the Loch 
Frisa viewing hide on Mull which 

Roving sea eagle sparks excitement

Hopes of calmer seas in 
Skye fishing dispute
AN ATTEMPT to stop trawlers ‘over-

The Highlands and Islands Fishermen’s 
Association (HIFA) asked the Scottish 
government to close the Inner Sound of 

The association, made up of around 15 

from Applecross down to Lochourn — an 

The area is already closed to trawlers 
each winter and will only re-open later 

But members of the Mallaig and North-
West Fishermen’s Association (MNWFA) 

A meeting hosted by the MNWFA in 
Broadford last week saw more than 50 

bust exchange of views’, observed by 
Rob Roberts of the government’s marine 

A committee has now been set up to 

MNWFA secretary John Hermse said: 
‘Fishing is hard enough without all this 

The sea belongs to both – trawlers and 

‘We wanted to gauge the support of the 

A Scottish government spokeswoman 
said: ‘The marine directorate is keenly 
aware of the differing views on the best 
way forward for management of the In-

‘We welcome the desire on the part of 

hope that this energy will feed into the 

which we intend to establish in the next 

portunity for all commercial interests to 
work together to develop realistic and 
mutually acceptable management plans 

Niall Ruairidh MacKinnon, who skip-

west of Skye, said: ‘I didn’t want them to 

had happened then the trawlers would 
have headed over to the west side – dou-

‘I have a good working relationship 

creels are in the way then they will get on 

I don’t have a problem with that because 

HIFA did not return The Oban Times’

Report by HUGH ROSS

Creel boatmen wanted Inner Sound of Raasay closed to trawlers

A SITE inspection is to be held 
into an Argyll community’s plan to 
build seven houses and recreational 

mended refusal of the plan which 
would see the homes plus a play-

built on land near Kilmelford vil-

The houses would also be along-
side a development of 40 homes 

A meeting of Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
area committee heard that Kiln-
inver and Kilmelford Community 
Council want to build the houses on 

the meeting: ‘They believe that 
they need extra recreational facili-
ties with the 40 houses being built 
nearby but the proposal would re-

an area where the council does not 
allow new development in its new 

Historic Scotland and the West of 
Scotland Archaeology Service have 
objected to the plan on the grounds 
that it will have an unacceptable im-
pact on a scheduled ancient monu-

Mr McIntyre added: ‘A sum of 
money from the increased value of 

the land will perhaps be put into the 

another landowner but presumably 

Councillor Neil MacKay said: ‘I 
think anything over two to three 
houses could be considered a me-
dium sized development, I would 

Councillor Elaine Robertson said: 
‘The community is looking at ways 

Planning permission was also 
granted to Northstar Properties for 
two houses and to TSL Contractors 
for four houses on land north-east 

Mr Robert Fleck was given per-
mission to build a house on land 
near Kilmelford Yacht Haven and 
Ardoran marine were given per-
mission for a house at Lerags by 
Oban

Site inspection set for Kilmelford over housing bid

Got a story for The Oban Times? Call our 
reporters on 01631 568000
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A POSTMAN was nearly four 
times over the legal alcohol lim-
it when delivering his rounds on 
the Isle of Mull.

Oban Sheriff Court heard last 
week that Brian Hogg, aged 
54, of Raeric Road, Tobermory 

drove with 138mcg of alcohol 
in 100ml of breath at Riverside 
Court, Tobermory on February 
15 this year.

said: ‘Police came into informa-
tion that the accused was in the 

habit of drinking while carrying 
out  his employment as a post-
man.  At 4.05pm police observed 
the accused driving a marked 

mediately smelled alcohol when 
he spoke to the accused who was 

slurring his words. When he got 
out of the van he was extremely 
unsteady on his feet.’

The court heard that Hogg, 
who had worked for the Post 

had since resigned from his job.

Defence agent David MacNeill 
said: ‘He was under a great deal 
of stress at the time.’

Banning Hogg from driving for 

Sheriff Douglas Small said: ‘I 
can’t ignore the high reading.’

Mull postman almost four times legal drink limit

A VULNERABLE young adult who assaulted 
his care worker has had his sentence deferred for 
nine months for him to be of good behaviour.

Darren Napier, aged 19, admitted assaulting the 
care worker on  October 23 last year at the Loch 
Etive Hotel, Connel, a building leased by Argyll 
and Bute Council to house vulnerable young 
adults.

Court last week: ‘There are carers with 24-hour 
access to all parts of the building. The victim was 
a 44-year-old male social worker.

‘Napier asked to use a lawn-mower as he want-
ed to cut the grass to pass the time. When told that 
the mower was unavailable he became agitated, 
slammed doors and swore at the social workers. 
The victim followed him in an attempt to rea-

left arm and attempted to pull him to the ground. 
He picked up a chair and held it above his head 
threatening the care worker.

‘The social work department felt that the inci-
dent was serious and that he should be brought to 
account for his actions.’

Defence agent Duncan Durbin said: ‘What 
developed was a personality clash which came 
to a head. Since then Mr Napier’s conduct has 
been very good and his relationship with the care 
worker has improved. He knows the difference 
between right and wrong and has been remorse-
ful following this incident.’

Deferring sentence for nine months to allow 
Napier to be of good behaviour Sheriff Douglas 
Small said: ‘It is unacceptable for you to assault 
people who are trying to help you. You have 

or I could even send you to a young offenders’ 
institution.’

Teenager 
assaulted his
care worker

A85 between Dalmally and Tyndrum last week. 
The road was closed for around two hours last 
Friday afternoon.

The Oban Times has been asked to clarify that a 
distressed man who sparked a safety scare at Ti-
ree High was not discovered outside the school as 
reported last week but at his home adddress.

Tiree story clarification

Woman injured 
in car crash
cal following a car crash near Appin on Sunday 
night.

The accident on the A828 near the Creagan Inn 
involved two vehicles at 7.30pm with a woman 
driver suffering a broken ankle. The road was 
closed for a short time

Lorry closes road

The large farmed rainbow trout have 
been preying on juvenile salmon in 

River Awe. 

Awe fury at fish farm 
escape

•4,000 rainbows endanger salmon  •Threat of legal action

SICKENED anglers say Argyll’s 
best salmon river is facing a grim 
future.

They were catching dozens of mas-

kind, following a huge spill of rain-

Anglers on the River Awe are hook-
ing some of the estimated 4,000 rain-
bow trout which have escaped from 
the farm.

to Scotland, will having a devastat-
ing impact on salmon stocks as they 
eat the young juveniles as well as their 
food sources.

The trout escaped from cages on 
Loch Etive belonging to Scot Trout 
Farming Limited on February 29.

ests over the damage caused. 
A spokesman for the Argyll District 

Salmon Fishery Board said: ‘This lat-
est incident comes on the back of four 
escapes of rainbow trout, involving 

period last year.’
The board’s chairman Roger Brook 

said: ‘Thousands and thousands of 

and I believe it’s been going on for 20 
years now. 

‘These continuing escapes are dam-

Awe and there is no doubt that large 
rainbow trout prey on young salmon 
before and as they migrate to sea.

‘It is now imperative that all rainbow 
trout farms are relocated away from 
wild salmon systems and contained 
in tanks on land. Over the years the 

simply incapable of containing their 
livestock.

‘These ‘escapes’ happen time and 

it on their equipment or the wind but 
come on; they know what the winters 
are like in Scotland.

‘What kind of farmer can’t keep 
his stock? If a sheep farmer lost his 
animals and they were wandering the 
streets of Oban we would soon hear 
about it. So why is this different?’

Around 300 salmon are caught by an-
glers in River Awe each season which 
starts in April and runs to September. 
A voluntary catch and release agree-
ment sees around 80 per cent of that 
catch returned to the river. 

The river’s head bailiff Ewan Ma-
cLellan said: ‘To be fair we got the 
call from Scot Trout the morning after 

trout out on the Tuesday. Yesterday 26 
rainbow trout were caught in an hour 
and the river is absolutely stuffed with 
them.’

continue to get in then visiting anglers 
are going to be driven away which 
will affect the Lorn economy.

‘This is the best salmon river in Ar-
gyll; it is the only good one left. The 
anglers are staying in the hotels here, 
drinking the malt whisky, buying sand-

ings stations. People used to come to 

age. If this escape had happened in the 
middle of the season anglers would 
be asking for their money back. They 

Russia or Iceland.’
Andrew Wallace, managing director 

of the Association of Salmon Fishery 
Boards, said: ‘The recurring appear-
ance of large numbers of escaped 
rainbow trout in the Awe system is a 
further depressing reminder that cer-
tain Scottish trout farms are simply 
not able to meet their basic responsi-
bilities.

‘Given the frequency of these escapes 
it must be a matter of speculation how 

these companies make any money.
‘We have had years of platitudes and 

excuses on this issue and it is clear that 
the only language that these serial of-
fenders will understand is through the 
use of the law. 

senior advocates opinion on the es-
capes affecting the Awe system.’

No one at Scot Trout Farming Lim-
ited was available for comment.

trout which have been pulled out of the River Awe. t11fsh01

Report by HUGH ROSS

A ‘TOP quality ceilidh with 
an international feel’ has been 
organised by Argyll and Bute 
Council’s community educa-
tion service to try and encour-
age Oban residents to mix 
with migrant workers and in-
ternational students.

Neil Rowan, of community 
education, is one of the or-
ganisers of the International 
Ceilidh taking place in the 
Argyllshire Gathering Hall, 
Oban on Tuesday, March 25. 

He said: ‘The idea behind 
this event is to encourage our 
students studying English as 
a second language to come 
along and experience a proper 
traditional Scottish ceilidh.

‘However, it will be a recip-
rocal event and the students 
will be giving presentations 
about their homelands and 
cultures.’

It is hoped that Oban resi-
dents will go along and mix 
with people from at least 10 
different countries. 

event has been held in Oban 
and organisers are promising 
a few surprises on the night.

Mr Rowan said: ‘It will be 
a top quality ceilidh with an 
international feel. Music will 
be provided by Hector Mac-
Fadyen, Oban Gaelic Choir 
and Oban High School Pipe 
Band and their will be Polish 
dancer. I’m sure there will be 
a few surprises on the night.’ 

Food from many different 
countries, including India, 
China, and Thailand will be 
served to guests.

Tickets are now on sale at 
Community Education centre 
and The Tourist Information 

Ceilidh
aimed at
migrant
workers

Wind 
farm bid
set for
public
inquiry
A PUBLIC inquiry is to be 
held into the plans for a wind 
farm on the Duke of Argyll’s 
land.

The Scottish government 
has decided that the propos-
als for a 14-turbine wind farm 
at Stacain, overlooking Loch 
Awe, will be the subject of a 
local inquiry  – despite being 
approved by Argyll and Bute 
Council last year.

the inquiry but a government 
spokesman said it will be pre-
ceded by a ‘pre-inquiry meet-
ing’ to determine where it 
would be hold and which par-
ties will be invited to submit 
their case.

The decision by the council’s 
public services and licensing 
committee last December to 
back the plans went against 
advice from its chief planner 
Angus Gilmour.

Avich and Kilchrenan Com-
munity Council, Scottish Nat-
ural Heritage and the Royal 
Scottish Society for the Pro-
tection of Birds also objected 
claiming the turbines could 
affect the golden eagle popu-
lation in the area.

Kilchrenan community 
councillor Marilyn Hender-
son said: ‘I think it will be a 
lot fairer if there is a public 
inquiry.’

VISITSCOTLAND chairman Peter Led-
erer sampled the goods at Oban Chocolate 
Company on Monday as part of the promo-
tion of some of the country’s best cafés. 

The Chocolate Company is one of 200 
cafés around Scotland featured in the na-
tional tourism agency’s new Café Days 
campaign, which encourages cafés and 
neighbouring tourism businesses to pro-
mote each others services through personal 
recommendations and information on the 
website.

Mr Lederer said: ‘I’m very pleased to be 
visiting Oban at the time we’re launching 
our Café Days promotion, as it is a perfect 
excuse to do a bit of tasting while we talk 
about tourism issues with the local indus-
try. Visitors from the rest of the UK are 
our biggest customers and we need to keep 
surprising them with the range of things to 
do and see in Scotland.’ 

Sweet on new
campaign

A TEENAGE volunteer sci-
ence teacher, working with 
the Coll-based Project Trust 
has died following a rock 
climbing accident in Guyana, 
South America.

Pamela McCarroll, aged 18, 
fell during a rock climb with a 
friend on Sunday. 

She was in the country 
teaching science for a year. 

Project Trust director La-
vinia MacLean-Bristol said: 
‘Pamela was an admirable 
teacher, very conscientious 
and hard working. She was 
planning to study medicine.’

Pamela’s funeral will be 
held tomorrow in Kilbirnie.

Volunteer
dies in fall

Drug addict denies dealing
A FORMER drug addict who bought 

val claims it was for his personal use.
Boat painter Lewis MacLachlanm, 

aged 26, of 3A Castle Road, Dunol-
lie, Oban, denied intending to supply 
amphetamine (speed) during a sheriff 
and jury trial at Oban Sheriff Court 
this week.

 He did, however, plead guilty to 
being in possession of amphetamine 
and cannabis. The jury heard how Ma-
cLachlan has purchased the ampheta-

2006 and had become addicted to the 
drug.

Strathclyde Police Oban conducted a 
drugs raid on MacLachlan’s home ad-
dress on September 26, 2006 and when 
asked if there were drugs in the house, 
he showed police where his drugs were 
hidden in the house he shared with his 
grandfather, who died a month after 

of speed totalling 164.91 grammes, 
another one gram bag of speed and 
cannabis resin. 

Police also found a set of brass 
scales, containing a trace of ampheta-

of which was found in the accused’s 
wallet.

Under interview MacLachlan told po-
lice he would use one gram of speed at 
weekends, agreeing it would take him 
four years to consume on his own.

However, under questioning from 
his defence agent, Duncan Durbin, 
said he was actually consuming three 

week, but did not tell the police, be-
cause he was ashamed.

 When asked by police about the 
scales MacLachlan said he weighed 
the drugs to make sure he did not over-
dose. MacLachlan, who was in debt to 

over a period of time so the bank did 
not take it to pay off his debt. 

Police also found three rolls of cling-

these were purchased by his grandfa-
ther’s home helps who used it to wrap 
his sandwiches, a fact corroborated by 
a defence witness who worked as his 
grandfather’s home help.

Two drugs crime experts commented 
on the case. Crown witness DC Paula 
Convery of Strathclyde Police’s State-
ment of Opinion (STOP) Group said 
the evidence was conducive to drug 
dealing, while defence witness Wil-
liam Percy said the lack of important 
drug paraphernalia made that  unlike-
ly.    

As The Oban Times went to press the 
case was continuing.

o

www.infoscotland.com/childprotection

the Child Protection Line: 0800 022 3222.

Argyll Removals and Storage
Unit 16, Crannog Lane, Oban

Containerised storage at great rates.
You can deliver or we can collect, very flexible.

Local, national and international 
removals undertaken.

Part – Loads: Regular uplifts from Glasgow.

Tel: 01631 710876 or 07979783293
Web: www.argyllremovals.com
Email: enquiries@argyllremovals.com



Lochyside Primary School pupils Jody Halpin, primary seven, Katy Russell, primary seven, Rachel Brown, primary one, and their classmates 
joined thousands of other children across Scotland in reading a book for World Book Day last Thursday - in costume of course! f11loch01

HIGHLANDS and Islands 
Enterprise (HIE) has enlisted 
the help of a canine crusader 
to capture a bigger slice of the 
tourism market.

Murdo the West Highland 
terrier is the star of a new web-
based information service for 
the hospitality industry and 
tourism sector as part of HIE’s 
drive to further boost business 
and service excellence.

Murdo’s job is to track 
down news on the very latest 
in customer care, give advice 
on how hospitality businesses 
can stay ahead of the game 
plus practical tips on how 
to enhance products and 
services.

But is HIE barking up the 
wrong tree by employing a 
dog?

No, according to senior 
development manager for 
tourism Audrey MacLennan.

‘The launch of Murdo is all 
about enabling businesses to 
raise their game and compete 
more effectively in what is a 
fast-changing and competitive 
market place,’ she said.

‘This is a unique resource 
for the hospitality industry in 
the Highlands and Islands and 
there’s nothing else quite like 
it in Scotland.’

And Alastair Cunningham 
of Scottish Clans and Castles 
Limited is convinced Murdo 
will be a winner, no bones 
about it.

He said: ‘A wee dog called 
Murdo seems to be the answer 
and the concept is brilliant.’ 

SCOTTISH Water has been sent homeward to think 
again after a planning committee knocked back a 
controversial sewerage plant at North Ballachulish.

Ross, Skye and Lochaber planning committee last 
Tuesday blocked plans to extend existing works on 
coastal land under Ballachulish Bridge after a site visit 
and a meeting immediately after in Nether Lochaber 
Hall.

Residents were furious about proposals to build 
a further six septic tanks, a sludge holding tank, 
distribution chamber, pump extension and control 
kiosk at the site near the old ferry slipway.

They argued the works would be unsightly and in 
full view from the A82, did not have the capacity for 

Lochaber councillors backed the locals and slated 
Scottish Water for failing to keep the community 

informed. Councillor Bren Gormley, who lives in 
view of the proposed works, motioned to have Scottish 
Water’s proposal rejected.

‘I’m quite angry at Scottish Water for messing us 
around for a considerable amount of time,’ he said. 
Their failure to take in local knowledge runs as a 
consistent thread.’

said: ‘I have sailed these waters and I know what they 
can behave like.’

Scottish Water’s representative said landscaping 
would be carried out to maintain the scenic beauty of 
the site, but Councillor Michael Foxley said he had 
been hearing the same story for 12 years, about work 
that had not been done.

‘I hope Scottish Water and the Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency (SEPA) have learnt some lessons 
about community involvement,’ he said.

A Scottish Water representative said the new works 

were needed to alleviate odour and capacity problems 
at current sites in Glencoe and Ballachulish and to 

raw waste from entering Loch Leven.
Scottish Water had explored using various other sites 

in Ballachulish, he said, but decided the bridge site 
was best.

said: ‘We support the preferred option as it addresses 
concerns we have with current treatment works in 
Glencoe.’

in 2005.

50 years. The man who grazes his sheep on the site of 
the proposed new sewerage works has had to move his 
fence three times in the last 10 years because of rising 

water levels. If you put all the sewerage from three 

Nether Lochaber community councillor Nairn 
MacArthur said a civil engineer had accompanied 

more suitable for new sewerage treatment works.
He was concerned that archaeological artefacts at the 

proposed site would be damaged during the digging 
process.

After consultation with historian Iain Thornber, 
Mr MacArthur said: ‘A pre-build archaeological 
assessment is totally useless.’

A Scottish Water spokesperson told The Oban Times

of the meeting and will be reviewing our options. 
‘We’ll continue to work with the local communities, 

as the effort to clean up Loch Leven is clearly in their 
interests.’

Report By ROY BARFORD

WORK on the £12 million ferry terminal and 
overnight ferry berth at Churchton Bay, Raasay, 
which serves the route operated by CalMac 
between Sconser, Skye and Raasay, began on 
Friday.

More than 50 islanders and guests gathered at 
the site of the new terminal to watch Councillor 
John Laing, chairman of Highland Council’s 

transport environmental and community services 

is two kilometres from the existing terminal at 
Suisnish, which was built at the beginning of the 
20th century for the transportation of iron ore 
from Raasay. Work at Churchton is likely to be 
completed by the early summer of 2009. 

Churchton Bay is overlooked by Raasay House 

and is an environmentally sensitive site.  A public 
inquiry into the proposals for the terminal in 
Churchton Bay was held on Skye in 2005. The 
result of the inquiry endorsed the selection 
of Churchton Bay for the terminal location. 
Tenders were invited and the contractor Balfour 
Beatty Civil Engineering Ltd was awarded the 
construction contract.

Richard Lochhead meets Loch Eishort Mussel Culture owner Peter 
MacAskill.

LINKS between West Highland 
fresh produce suppliers and their 
customers are an example the rest of 
Scotland would do well to follow.

That was the message from cabinet 
secretary for rural affairs and the 
environment Richard Lochhead on a 
visit to Skye on Monday.

Mr Lochhead toured Loch Eishort 
Mussel Culture, which farms 
mussels in a natural environment 
and sells them locally and nationally, 
and spoke at the Skye and Lochalsh 
Food Links seminar, Local Food - 
Quality for Success, alongside local 
food connoisseur Shirley Spear of 
the Three Chimneys.

Mr Lochhead said: ‘Skye and 
Lochalsh Food Links is an excellent 
example of how small producers 
can access local restaurants, hotels 
and retailers and meet consumer 
demands by working together. It is 

something the rest of Scotland can 
learn valuable lessons from. 

‘From the ecologically-grown 
mussels I have seen this morning to 
the local produce issues I have heard 
about today, I am aware of the hard 
work and dedication which goes into 
these products.

‘The success in Skye also 
demonstrates the important links 
of food with tourism. Around £700 
million of the annual spend from 
tourism in Scotland goes on food 
and drink. 

‘The tourism industry is a 

supply chain and the overall visitor 
experience for those coming to 
Scotland.’

The government is currently 
inviting comment as part of national 
food discussion. To have your say 
go to www.scotland.gov.uk/food.

North Ballachulish sewerage 
plant extension plan blocked

SCOTTISH Natural Heritage (SNH) 
is seeking offers for the shooting 
rights of around 40 red deer stags 
on Rum this year.

SNH, which owns and manages 
Rum as a national nature reserve, 
would also welcome suggestions 
as to how the culling of between 50 
and 60 hinds could be carried out 
independently.

SNH will provide equipment for 
the removal of shot deer from the 
hill and the use of larders on the 
island.

SNH’s area manager for the 

Western Isles and Rum David 
Maclennan said: ‘We recognise 
there is a viable business opportunity 

to take shooting clients out for a 
unique experience, at the same time 
as contributing to the management 
of the national nature reserve.’

Anyone interested has until Friday 
March 21 to submit an offer to SNH 
at 32 Francis Street, Stornoway, Isle 
of Lewis, HS1 2ND. 

An application pack is available 
from David Maclennan on 01851 
705258.

HIGHLAND Council debates 
could soon be broadcast live online 
in a new initiative to bring local 
democracy closer to the people.

The council is to investigate 
webcasting council meetings, 
starting with live transmission 
of planning, environment and 
development committee meetings 
in Inverness. Chairman Drew 
Hendry said the administration 
strongly supported webcasting of 
meetings but legal and operational 

issues would have to be explored. 
‘In an area as large and rural as 
Highland, the use of technology is 

interested in local democracy,’ he 
said. ‘We know that the public is 
particularly interested in planning 
issues and this seems an appropriate 
committee to pilot this initiative. 

‘People can either watch our 
meetings live or view an archive of 

convenient.’

World Book Day reading fun at Lochyside

Rum stag shooting 
rights up for grabs

Live online council 
meetings on agenda

Canine   
crusader
Murdo
to the 
rescue

Works starts on new £12 million Raasay ferry terminal

The Paradox in at the BA Club. f11par01

LOCHABER bands The Paradox 
and Dark Matter Social will be 
looking to take Glasgow by storm 
next Tuesday. 

The bands, who were a big hit at 

a recent gig in Fort William’s BA 
Club, are due to take the stage in the 
13th Note Café. The Paradox will 
be launching its new EP ‘The Poet 
versus the Town Crier’ at the gig.

Lochaber bands’ Glasgow gig

Skye food links an 
example to Scotland
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Every time you
donate to charity
we give you
something back.

reassurance.

It’s good to give. But if you want to be sure of your charity’s good intentions, 
we’re making things clearer for you and for them. We’re the Office of the Scottish 
Charity Regulator, and we monitor every Scottish charity to make sure they meet 
the requirements of charity law.

To see if your favourite charity is up to date with their annual return and accounts, 
visit our website www.oscr.org.uk/reassurance
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Councillor hits out at
science park critics

Objectors accused of abusing planning system

AN OBAN councillor has ac-
cused a campaign to stop a mul-
ti-million pound marine science 
park in Dunbeg of abusing the 
planning system and claimed 
that half of the objectors were 
unaware of the issues.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
Oban, Lorn and the Isles area 
committee agreed to hold a 
public meeting into a planning 
application by Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) for a 
science park at Dunstaffnage 
Mains Farm near Dunbeg which 

developers say could create up 
to 250 highly-skilled jobs.

But objectors say the propos-
als would be detrimental to the 
neighbourhood, with the loss of 
key open space and a dramatic 

also say the proposed site is the 
only green space for the commu-
nity to hold events such as the 
Dunstaffnage Music Festival.

Oban South councillor, Donald 
‘Skye’ MacIntosh, said: ‘I agree 
with a hearing but there are only 
three physical letters of objec-

tion. We have seen pro-formas 
going around, the picture on it 
wasn’t even the right location, 
and all people had to do was 
sign their name on it. 

‘There are people sending this 
back who didn’t even know 
what it was about. These forms 
were posted through every sin-
gle door in Dunbeg. 

‘All the boxes were already 
ticked and we are having to go 
to a hearing because of it. Half 

didn’t know what they were for. 

The system is being abused by 
technology.’

told councillors: ‘At the time 
of writing the planning report 

of objection, now there are 106. 
There is great public interest in 
the site. We need to be transpar-
ent and have a meeting to listen 
to the public. 

‘The council also has an inter-
est in the application. If mem-
bers do want to grant it, it will 
have to go to the Scottish gov-

ernment for approval.’
The village is split over the 

plans for the new park adjacent 
to the successful Scottish As-
sociation for Marine Science 
(SAMS) laboratory.
 The new development could 
bring 250 high quality marine 
science research and develop-
ment jobs over the next decade.
 SAMS, which supports 140 
jobs, has developed a worldwide 
reputation since it was estab-
lished in the early 1970s.

THE SEA cadet unit in Oban 
has been fully recognised by the 
UK core after a visit from their 
captain, only a year after its for-
mation.

The royal navy’s Captain Jona-
thon Fry, head of the sea cadets 
in Scotland, came to Oban to 

their duties and effectively rub-
ber stamp the unit.

It has been in existence for 

ated to the Lochaber sea cadets 
until Captain Fry approved the 
decision to award the Oban unit 
membership of the UK core. 

known as TS Pharos. 
Captain Morgan took time out 

to talk to every youngster at the 
air cadets hall and found out 
more about their syllabus which 
includes seamanship and me-
trology.

The cadets then carried out an 
inter-unit competition re-enact-
ing a royal navy gun run from 
the Boer War and also showed 
Captain Morgan their adminis-
trative duties.

TS Pharos commanding of-

cadets have been really enthusi-
astic since we started and have 

Anxious sea cadets in Oban await inspection by Captain Fry.Their unit is now known as TS Pharos. t10cad01

impressed us all. We have had 
the cadets on the go all the time 
and whenever we go anywhere 
it is a full bus and we have a 
waiting list for new recruits.’

The unit has visited warships, 
sailed on royal marine boats and 

McCuish said: ‘It is a case of 
trying to keep the cadets’ feet 
on the ground because there is 
mundane work as well!’  

He said cadet headquarters in 

Rosyth has been ‘gobsmacked’ 
at the progress which the em-
bryonic unit has made.

Lochaber sea cadets which 
meant all our administration 
and minutes of meetings had to 

be countersigned by them. But 
we have a very strong commit-
tee here and have made a lot of 
progress,’ he added.

Captain Fry told the cadets, of-

is the limit for the new unit.

Full steam ahead for new sea cadet unit

SCOTTISH Water treated an 
incident in Oban where midge 
larvae was found in the drink-
ing water of 700 homes ‘very 
lightly’, councillors heard last 
week.

at the Tullich Water Treatment 
Works in Oban in September 
last year after Scottish Water 
had received 67 complaints 
from residents in the Nant 
Drive and Soroba areas of the 
town.

In a report to Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Oban, Lorn 
and the isles area committee 
last week, area environmental 
health manager Iain MacKin-
non told councillors that al-
though the incident did not 
put the public health at risk, 
the water company had not 
recognised the public concern 
in Oban.

Mr MacKinnon said: ‘Scot-
tish Water didn’t recognise 
that it was a public concern. 
It was not a public health risk 
in that if ingested the worms 
would not do anyone any 
damage.

‘When this happened Scot-
tish Water treated it very 
lightly. People found it in 
their kitchen taps and they 
didn’t recognise the public 
concern.

‘While Scottish Water ap-
pears to have provided a very 
good level of consumer care 
and information to residents 
in the two areas affected, 
communication with the 
wider community could have 
been better.’ 

He added that a reoccurrence 
would now see the public, the 
council, NHS Highland and 
the water quality regulator all 
informed immediately. 

Argyll and Bute Council, 
along with the Drinking Water 
Quality Regulator (DWQR) 
act as monitoring authorities 
and can make representations 
directly to Scottish Water.

Following the incident an in-
vestigation resulted in 15 rec-
ommendations, 14 of which 
have already been adopted by 
Scottish Water.

These include a review of 

wash frequencies and regular 

at the Tullich works.
Mr MacKinnon added: ‘One 

of the most obvious things 
they did was close all the 
windows in the building. At 
night the lights were on and 

now looking at blacking out 
the windows.’

Worms in 
supply
taken ‘too
lightly’ by
Scottish
Water

A FISH processor with three 

tions was banned from driv-
ing for 18 months at Oban 
Sheriff Court last week.

Hugo Martinez, aged 35, of 
28d McCaig Road, Oban ad-
mitted driving a vehicle with-
out insurance and without the 
consent of the owner on Janu-
ary 10, 2008.

rell said: ‘The car came to 
the attention of police as it 
stopped and one of the pas-
sengers got out and began 
urinating.

‘Police went to speak to that 
passenger and made enquir-
ies about the driver. He told 
police the car belonged to his 
cousin who was on holiday 
and the car was taken without 
his consent.’

Defence agent David Mac-
Neill said: ‘He had taken the 
car because a relation was 
visiting and he took him for a 
run to show him the scenery.’

tal of £450.

Banned
for driving
without
insurance

• Do you have an 
Oban story? Call 

our reporters
on 01631-
568060

WIZARDS, witches, pirates 
and fairies appeared out of 
thin air at an Oban primary 
school this week, but there is 
no need to worry.

Oban Primary School Cam-
pus was celebrating World 
Book Day and staff and chil-
dren dressed up as their fa-
vourite characters from the 
world of literature.

There were more than a few 
Harry Potters hoping to cast 
a spell but there were old fa-
vourites too like Snow White 
and Postman Pat.

World Book Day was desig-
nated by UNESCO as a world-
wide celebration of books 
and reading, and is marked 
in more than 100 countries 
around the globe. 

The main aim of World Book 
Day is to encourage children 
to explore the pleasures of 
books and reading by provid-
ing them with the opportunity 
to have a book of their own. 

The day was rounded off 
with a grand parade of the 
costumes in the school hall 
during the afternoon.

These pupils from Oban Primary campus dressed up as their 
favourite characters to celebrate World Book Day. t11boo01

Wizard of
a time!

NEW laptop computers are 
to be used to broaden the 
horizons of a community in 
Oban.

Soroba Community Centre 
took delivery of new laptops 
which will be used to run 
computer courses, access the 
internet and assist people in 

The laptops were purchased 
by Soroba Community En-
terprise (SCE) with grant 
funding from Communities 
Scotland sourced through Ar-
gyll and Clyde Housing Asso-
ciation (ACHA) and its wider 
role grant scheme.

Andy Harper of SCE said: 

Andy Harper, Marri Malloy and Jenny Hearn of Soroba 
Community Enterprise Board with Alastair MacGregor of 

ACHA around one of the new laptops. t11sor01

‘We run passport courses in 
computer literacy through 
Clydebank College and peo-

computer skills.
 ‘There is also a computer 

drop-in session on Wednes-

day afternoons.’
Alastair MacGregor of 

ACHA said: ‘We helped the 
enterprise company prepare 
the application for funding 

as a community centre.’

Laptops
will be a 
big boost 
in Soroba

TWO men who admitted detaining 
another man against his will and as-
saulting him at Oban High School, 
Soroba Road have had their sentenc-
es deferred. 

At Oban Sheriff Court last week 
Kenneth Livingstone, aged 24, of 
28 Kennedy Road, Fort William and 

James Haggart, aged 18, of 22 Ken-
more Cottages, Bonawe also admit-
ted demanding money, a bank card 
and pin number and robbing their 
victim of a quantity of money.

Sentence on both accused was de-
ferred until April 1 for reports to be 
made available.

Assault pair in court

LIFE-saving equipment on board yachts and 
boats in the Oban area can be checked by Oban’s 
lifeboat crew at their Flare Fair this Sunday.

The fair has been organised to let sailors dis-

lifejackets checked.
But the general public is also invited to have a 

tour of the lifeboat and enjoy a complementary 
cup of tea while they browse the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institute (RNLI) stall.

The Flare Fair will take place at Oban Lifeboat 
Station on the south pier from noon until 4pm.

THREE cyclists have caught by police commit-
ting a variety of offences in Oban town centre.

The cyclists have been caught riding on pave-
ments and travelling through one-way streets il-
legally and failing to have lights on their bikes.

Police files
Laptops stolen
from office
OBAN police are investigating the theft of three 

The laptops were stolen at Argyll and Bute Em-

last Friday and was discovered at 7.45am the 
next day.

ganisation which helps and supports people back 
into work. 

Oban police inspector Neil Wallace said: ‘We 
are looking for any information about these 
thefts. If anybody was offered a cheap laptop to 
buy or may have heard anything about it then 
please get in touch.’

Assault arrest
A MAN has been arrested following a complaint 
of a serious assault in an Oban pub last Saturday 
night.

Inquiries are also continuing by police into an 
unconnected alleged serious assault in a George 
Street restaurant on the same night.

Cyclists caught

Lifeboat crew will
check yacht safety

THE LAST concert in Oban Music Society’s 
winter season takes place on Monday, March 17 
in St John’s Cathedral with a visit from a wind 
ensemble.

 Gliondar – an Irish word meaning joy or glee 
—perfectly sums up this young ensemble’s at-
titude to music making. The group, comprising 

when they won a Tunnell Trust prize.
 Since then this talented ensemble has main-

tained a busy performing career delighting audi-
ences all over Scotland. Some of the group are 
also involved in teaching and coaching wind 
bands and so this concert should be of particular 
interest to any players in the area.

Wind ensemble in
society’s last show

Be a winner too. Please call free now!
0808-10 9 8 76 5

Or go to www.postcodelottery.com or send back the coupon.
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THE 2008 annual Lochaber Music Festival concludes tomorrow (Friday) 
with the awards ceremony and concert in Lochaber High School’s main hall 
at 7pm.

The 34th festival began last Friday and organisers were very pleased with 

The adjudicators, Donald MacIntyre, piping, Christine Martin, clarsach, 

impressed with the standard of performance. 
This part of the festival culminated in the Premier Scots Traditional 

James Rasie from Fort William gets in 
some practice on the bag pipes. f11mus4

Results
Chanter
Age 10 and under: 1 Ewan MacQueen; 
2 Laura Paterson; 3 Liam Cameron. 
Age 12 and under: 1 Roslyn Oliver; 
2 Shanagh MacDonald; 3 Megan 
Fraser. Age 13 and over: 1 Lee-Anne 
Russell; 2 Isla MacKinnon; 3 Ashley 
Allen.
Piping
Novice - March: 1 Leah Philip; 
2 Kayleigh Woods; 3 Kayleigh 
Graham. Intermediate - March: 
1 Pamela MacLeod; 2 Rebecca 
Robertson; 3 Jamie-Lee Logan. Age 
14 and under – March, Strathspey 
and Reel: 1 Karla Marshall; 2 
Lauren Reid; 3 Andrew Hepburn. 
Ages 15 and 16 – March, Strathspey 
and Reel: 1 Carolyn McKee; 2 
Dean Gillies; 3 Laura MacDonald. 
First Year Piobaireachd: 1 Laura 
MacDonald; 2 Jamie-Lee Logan; 
3 Kayleigh Graham. Second Year 
Piobaireachd: 1 Karla Marshall; 2 
Jamie Rosie; 3 Andrew Hepburn. 
Third Year Piobaireachd: 1 Donnie 
MacDonald; 2 Gemma Maxwell. 
Senior Piobaireachd: 1 Carolyn 
McKee. Age 18 and under – Jig: 1 
James Rosie; 2 Ewen Henderson; 
3 Dean Gillies. Bagpipe Quartet 
- 18 years and under: 1 Lochaber 
Schools’ Pipe Band Quartet C; 2 
LSPB Quartet A; 3 LSPB Quartet 
B.
Scots Fiddle
Age 12 and under: 1 Hannah 
MacRae; 2 Natalie Laing; 3 Kayleigh 
MacDonald. Age 14 and under: 1 
Mairi Sandison. Age 17 and under: 
1 Fiona MacIntyre; 2 Elaine Reid; 3 

Clarsach

2 Heather McBeth; 3 Solene Cargill 
and Ida McVarish. Elementary: 1 
Neive Henderson. Intermediate: 1 

Rebecca Hill. Duets – Primary: 1 

Duets - Secondary: 1 Catriona Kerr 
and Katherine MacCuish. Solo 

Singing with Self Accompaniment 
– Secondary: 1 Rebecca Hill. 
Other Scots Instrumental and 
Folk Groups
Accordion - advanced: 1 Robert 
Robertson. Scots Piano - Primary: 
1 Fergus Munro. Scots Piano - 
Secondary: 1 Robert Robertson. 
Premier Scots Traditional Music 
Award: Robert Robertson, piano. 

Groups - adult: 1 The MacKillops of 
Loch Treig. Fiddle Groups - under 
18: 1 Lochaber Music School Fiddle 

1 The MacKillops of Loch Treig. 
Outstanding performances - 90 
marks or more
Piping: Carolyn McKee, James 
Rosie, Dean Gillies and Ewen 
Henderson. Clarsach: Rebecca Hill, 

Groups: Buidhinn Feis Lochaber and 
Lochaber Music School Traditional 
Group.
Trophies
Premier Scots Traditional Music 
Award: Robert Robertson. Elizabeth 
Findlay Memorial Trophy: Hannah 
MacRae and Fiona MacIntyre. 
Lochaber Strathspey and Reel 
Society Trophy: Lochaber Music 
School Traditional Group. Lydia 

Lochaber Cup for Chanter: Ewen 
MacQueen. William MacLeod 
Trophy: Roslyn Oliver. Kenny 
Nicholson Memorial Trophy: Leah 
Philip. David MacGregor Cup: 
Pamela Macleod. Archie Kennedy 
Memorial Trophy: Karla Marshall. 
Lochaber Piping Society Trophy: 
Karla Marshall. Evan MacRae 
Trophy: Laura MacDonald. David 
MacGregor Trophy: Donnie 
MacDonald. Alexander MacDonald 
Cup: Carolyn McKee. John 
MacCallum Trophy: Carolyn McKee.
Lochaber Pipe Band Trophy: James 
Rosie. Alec MacDonald Memorial 
Trophy: Lochaber Schools’ Pipe 
Band Quartet C.

Helena Rose and Ruth Earnshaw of Lochaber High School. f11mus10

Results

Pipe Major D J MacIntyre adjudicated the junior chanter. The 
top three pupils in the under 10 category were, left to right, Ewen 

MacQueen, Inverlochy, Laura Patterson, Caol, and Liam Cameron, 
St Brides. f11mus2

Clarsach players from Fort William, Mallaig and Oban.

Ewen MacQueen of Inverlochy Primary School won the 
under 10 chanter. f11mus1

f11mus9

Robert Robertson of Lochaber High School received high praise from adjudicators for his 
performances on piano and accordion. f11mus3

Carolyn McKee and Lisa MacInnes of Lochaber High School. f11mus6

School.f11mus8

Laura MacDonald, Victoria MacDonald and Lauren Reid from Lochaber High 
School. f11mus7

Lochaber Music 
Festival success

Instrumental Award comp-
etition, which was won 
by Robert Robertson of 
Fort William, playing his 
own piano arrangements 
of ‘Leaving Stoer’ and 
‘Lochaber Gathering’.

Further details of the 
festival can be found 
on the website www.
lochabermusicfestival.

programme, available 
from Fort William 
Library.
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ARDGOUR-based broadcaster-
musician Mary Ann Kennedy has 
unleashed her latest venture, a 
‘gathering of Gaeldom’s young li-
ons’, in the form of her new sev-
en-man super-group, Mary Ann 
Kennedy and Na Seòid.

Na Seòid translates as ‘the he-
roes’, and the seven young band 
members have each won their fair 
share of traditional music’s highest 
accolades.

Mary Ann is one of just a handful 
of singers to win both gold medals 
at the Royal National Mod, along 
with a prestigious Saltire award 
at the Scots Traditional Music 
Awards.

She said: ‘What’s special about 
this group is that Gaelic is part of 
every day life, for every single one 
of them, and not just a language for 
the stage. I think that’s a powerful 
element, which in turn has a funda-
mental impact on the way they per-
form the music.’

The group recorded their debut al-
bum at the Watercolour Music stu-
dios in Ardgour, run by Mary Ann 
and husband Nick Turner.

The couple were backed by HIE 
in marketing their new base, which 
boasts top of the range recording 
and multi-media studio.

HIE creative industries senior de-
velopment manager, Ian Hamilton 
said: ‘This is a great example of the 
Scottish Music Futures fund help-
ing small Highland businesses col-
laborate to create something new 
and different.

‘It is also shows what can be 
achieved from helping young mu-
sicians and those with technical 
skills, to achieve their full potential 
without leaving the country.’

Mary Ann Kennedy and NaSeòid 
recorded their debut album in 

Ardgour

Mary Ann unleashes Gaeldom’s young lions

Young chefs Jennifer Kane and Shaun MacDonald hard at work on the buffet lunch. f11chef01

Lochaber’s lovely larder

WHY BUY inferior imported food 
when when quality produce is 
available right on our doorstep?

That was the message at the 
launch of a new directory of food 
producers at an event to promote 
local produce and crafts in Loch-
aber College last Wednesday.

Producers and Crafts Showcase 
was a big hit with the public, who 
browsed the craft and food stalls in 

prepared by young chefs in the ad-
jacent cafeteria.

Front of house duties were car-
ried out by NC hospitality and 
tourism students from Lochaber 
College under the watchful eye of 
Cynthia Buick, lecturer in hospi-
tality and tourism.

Meanwhile in the kitchen, the 
pressure was on as a team of young 
assistants learning their trade as-
sisted head chef Brian Gunn and 
his staff prepare the gourmet buf-
fet of local produce in time for the 
mid-day rush.

Third year Kinlochleven High 
pupils Kelly Strachan, John Flem-
ing, Sebastian Bonnet and Vernon 
Regpala teamed up with full-time 
SVQ students Jennifer Kane from 
Upper Achintore, and Shaun Mac-
Donald and Cynthia Van de Cap-

pare and plate up tasty platters of 
local beef, bread, cheeses, smoked 
salmon, seafood and venison.

Grabbing a moment to talk to The
Oban Times, head chef Brian said 
the quality of produce from local 
suppliers was second to none.

‘All the food for today was do-

nated by local suppliers to raise 
awareness of the quality we have 
here.

‘The whole idea of today is to 
promote and raise awareness of 
smaller producers in the area, and 
the sheer quality of the produce we 
have around Lochaber.

well, because they see what they 
can lay their hands on locally, and 
they understand the importance of 
using local produce when it’s in 
season.’

The new directory will help peo-
ple buy locally and make it far eas-
ier for Lochaber customers to buy 
from local food suppliers.

With more than 36 entries, the di-
rectory lists where to buy organic, 
home grown, home baked or hand 
reared produce and includes jams, 
breads, hampers, meats, game, 
fruits and veg, and includes con-
tacts and ordering details for the 
everyday user.

Seventeen food outlets using lo-
cal produce in their menus also 

feature in the directory.
Robert Linton of Fired Art and 

Lochaber Larder said: ‘We all 
have to eat, but supporting our lo-
cal food producers as much as we 
can gives us all a greater chance 
of eating healthier quality food to 

life.’
For more information on the di-

rectory or Lochaber Larder, con-
tact Kate Campbell at the Ariundle 
Centre on 01967 402279 or Robert 

Food directory
will promote
local produce

Strip raffle
will boost
school
funds

BALLACHULISH Primary School pu-
pils held a Viking Day last Tuesday as 
part of their school project.

Pupils from Primary 3, 4 and 5 made a 
large Viking ship out of willow and paper 

and sailed it in the Ballachulish Quarry. 
Local craftsman Brian Dickie accompa-
nied the children, who re-enacted a Vi-

the water. f11bal1.

Pupils set sail on a Viking Day

GLENGARRY Castle Hotel was the recipient of 
the HotelReviewScotland.com Readers’ Award 
2008, in the category of most positive feedback 
over a year.

Owner Robert MacCallum said: ‘The MacCal-
lum family are delighted to receive this award as 
we embark on our 50th trading year. 

‘We would like to thank our loyal staff and cus-
tomers for all their help and support, and look 
forward to welcoming guests familiar and new in 
the years to come.’ 

NEW EVENTS for all the 
family are being organised by 
the Rural Education Trust in 
An Clachan at Lochaber Ru-
ral Complex.

A quiz night will be held on 
March 22 when well known 
quiz master Andy Donaldson 
will set the questions and take 
charge of the proceedings. 

The entry fee is £5 per team 
of four and prizes have been 
kindly sponsored by  Ben Ne-
vis Distillery.  Entry forms are 

buffet and all funds raised 
will help the trust to provide 
extra curriculum activities for 
less fortunate children in the 
community.

And whether you are in a 
wheelchair, a mother with 
toddler, a walker or a runner 
you can take part in the new 
Leanach Challenge for All on 
May 10.  This new challenge 
is being organised by the trust 
with help from Forest Enter-
prise and will be a fun day for 
all the family.  

There will be two starting 

Lochaber Rural Complex. 
The route will be through 
picturesque countryside and 
all ages and abilities will be 
catered for.  Everyone who 

and there will also be special 
prizes. Funds raised will go 
to local charities. Entry forms 
are available and numbers 
will be limited. 

Contact Isabel on 01397 
701039 for more informa-
tion.

SCOTTISH author, broadcaster and business-
woman Muriel Gray was guest of honour at cel-
ebrations to mark the completion of a £200,000 
public access and interpretation project along the 
Caledonian Canal and Great Glen Way last Tues-
day.

Dignitaries gathered at The Boat House Restau-
rant, Fort Augustus to see Ms Gray launch the 
Great Glen Ways Initiative, which encourages 
people to explore the Glen ‘by boot, by boat and 
by bike’.

Ms Gray, well known for her love of the Scot-
tish outdoors through her book ‘The First Fifty’ 
and ‘The Munro Show’ on TV, joined representa-
tives from Highland Council, British Waterways 
Scotland, Forestry Commission Scotland and 
Scottish Natural Heritage for the occasion.

A new DVD on the initiative was also launched. 
More information is available at  www.greatglen-
ways.info.

Muriel Gray at the launch of the Great Glen 
Ways Initiative last Tuesday.

Muriel’s happy 
to go by boot,
boat and bike

Hotel wins awardEducation
trust aims 
events at 
the family

FORT William Community 
Council has been assured by 
Highland Council’s TEC serv-
ices that the proposed work at 
the Parade Gardens will not 
be a ‘loss to our green space’. 

At a recent meeting, the com-
munity council proposed to 
leave the grass area in front of 
the war memorial as it is and 
instead have the new garden 
area at the triangular end of the 
Parade nearest Belford Road. 
Community council secretary 
Mary Bruce will write to TEC 
with this suggestion.

Parade will 
not lose 
green space

Kinlochleven 
man ready 
for London 
marathon

Dance is a
platform for
pupils

RED squirrel fans in the Lochaber area who want to help 
boost the numbers of our tufted friends will learn how to 
‘talk the talk’ and ‘walk the walk’ at two free events later 
this month.

on Wednesday March 26 at the National Trust for Scotland 
visitor centre in Glencoe and will run from 7.30pm to 9pm.
The next day, Thursday, there will be a three-hour red squir-
rel walk at Glen Righ Forest, near the Corran Ferry, that will 
let people put their newly learned squirrel tracking skills 
into practice.

The walk will begin at the car park at Inchree, about a mile 
from the ferry terminal, at 10am and should end at around 
1pm.

People coming on the walk should bring their own packed 
lunch, have stout footwear (walking boots or wellies), as 
well as waterproof clothing and binoculars if you have 
them.

Red squirrel course
offers free events

BALLACHULISH Primary 

Scotland football strip during 
the Easter break. 

All monies raised in the raf-

been signed by the entire 
squad after being arranged by 
a past pupil, will go towards 
school funds. f11ball3 

participate in this year’s Lon-
don Marathon as part of the 
Mr Men and Little Miss team, 
to raise money for children 
with Leukaemia.

Nathan Crew, 30, will be 
one of six runners wearing 
huge Mr Men and Little Miss 
costumes at the 26-mile event 
on April 13.

Mr Crew, who is deployed 
in Iraq, hopes to raise £800 in 

Council reviews its
political arrangements

Platform will take place in the 
Nevis Centre tomorrow (Fri-
day) from 7pm.

More than 50 pupils from 
Lochaber High and another 
60 primary aged children will 
take part.

Started in October 2004 the 
dance platform has enabled 
hundreds of pupils to get 
physically active in an enjoy-
able and creative way.  They 
choose their own music and 
choreograph their dances. 

New guest performers this 
year include Lochaber Wheel-
chair Dancers and Kinloch-
leven High School. 

The Royal Scottish Coun-
try Dance Society and Ballet 
West will also be appearing. 

Tickets are £5 (£3 conces-
sions) and are available at 

and the Nevis Centre. Admis-
sion is strictly by advanced 
ticket sales only.

TWO LOCHABER councillors are to serve on a 15-strong 
Highland Council working group to review whether politi-
cal arrangements are working as well as they should.

Fort William and Ardnamurchan councillor Donald 
Cameron and Caol and Mallaig councillor Bill Clark along 
with their colleagues will examine the strategic committee 
structure, the planning applications and review commit-
tees, licensing committees and licensing board.

The operation of wards and ward forums, and using new 
technology to improve access to the democratic process 
will also be examined.

The council has seven strategic committees; resources, 
housing and social work, education culture and sport, 
planning environment and development, transport envi-
ronmental and community services, audit and scrutiny and 
Gaelic. There are three planning application and review 
committees and three licensing committees/boards cover-
ing Caithness Sutherland and Easter Ross, Ross Skye and 
Lochaber and Inverness, Nairn, Badenoch and Strathspey.

The group will aim to report back to the council meeting 
of June 26.
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PREPARING pupils for the challenges they face 
as they get older was the objective behind a two-
day conference at Taynuilt Primary School.

Primary six and seven pupils from Taynuilt, 
Dalmally and Kilchrenan primary schools took 
part in the conference which came about because 
teachers felt there was a need to deal with issues 

facing youngsters. Taynuilt headteacher Don 
McAllister said: ‘It is about dealing with growing 
up and how the pupils can protect themselves. We 
have carried out a series of activities and games. 
They are moving towards their teenage years and 
there have been talks on how their bodies are 
changing, how to deal with the responsibilities 

they will be getting and how to keep themselves 
safe.’

An East Lorn Schools Protection Charter will 
also be drawn up.

Representatives from Argyll and Bute Council, 
NHS Highland, Argyll Women’s Aid, Strathclyde 
Police and teachers were all involved.

t09scl01

Primary pupils busy getting ready for challenges ahead

EDINBURGH Argyll Association held its ceilidh 
on Saturday February 16 in St Marks Unitarian 
Church Hall, Castle Terrace, Edinburgh. 

The programme opened with bean an taigh 
Mabel Munro Rowan, president, welcoming the 
audience in Gaelic and English. Everyone then 
sang Suas leis a ‘ghaidhlig. Piper for the evening 
was Hamish MacPherson, aged 10, of the 
Edinburgh Academy Pipe Band. He was in good 
form and gave the audience a selection of tunes. 
Beataig Morrison, Glasgow/Skye, delighted 
the company with her traditional Gaelic songs. 
Clarsach player Mairi MacPherson, aged eight, 
played interesting arrangements of Highland 
and Scottish music. Mabel, the president, told 
amusing stories throughout the evening. A group 
of singers called ‘Linton Adie’ added to the 
varied programme with unusual Scottish ballads 
along with Robert Burns songs. The Argyll 
Association accompanist was Elizabeth Stewart. 
Archie Mackenzie, Oban, editorial director of 
Scottish Field magazine, treated the audience 
with his beautiful tenor voice. Archie sang good 
old ceilidh songs and a Runrig composition. Tea 
and goodies were served at the interval. Thanks 
were extended to all the artistes, those who 

helpers who made this a splendid ceilidh. The 
next ceilidh is on March 15 in the same venue.

Edinburgh Argyll 
Association

IT WAS a full house on February 13 at the Argyll Hotel when 
Inveraray and District Accordion and Fiddle Club held its 
monthly club night.

It is almost three years since Dochie MacCallum and his 
Scottish Dance Band from Drymen had been guest artistes, so 
it was no surprise that a lot of people were keen to hear this 

With Dochie on lead button-key accordion, Rikki Francie on 
second accordion, Neil MacMillan on keyboard and Gus Millar 
on drums, they entertained the audience with a wonderful 
selection of sets, all delivered in the quiet, unassuming 
manner that is Dochie. Many of the sets were taken from his 
CD Naithin Ower Fancy.  This, coupled with some amusing 
stories and jokes from Dochie, went down a treat.

Supporting players were plentiful too - Fyne Folk with Janette 
Gibson, Agnes Liddell, Sally Hall, Alex John MacLeod, 
Duncan Crawford, Jake MacKay and Calum Satchel; James 
MacArthur on melodeon; Allan McIntosh and Jim Robertson 

MacKay on ‘moothie’; Jim Thomson and Sandy MacDonald 
on drums, all making up various bands.

Before a grand stramash brought the night to a close, 
chairman Niall Iain MacLean thanked all the artistes for such 
an entertaining night.

Barcaldine Primary School pupils pictured with members of the local crime prevention panel.  The panel visited the school and spoke to the children about 
safety in the home. They also demonstrated detective pens and how to use them to protect belongings. They demonstrated the use of door-chains and the 
importance of not allowing anyone to enter their homes uninvited. The strong message coming through was that by working together everyone can build 

safer communities. The team is willing to visit schools and can be contacted via Oban Police Station.

Hail, snow and 
sunshine
ON MONDAY March 3, Islay 
had hail and snow showers 
for much of the afternoon, 
leaving a white landscape 

ground looking wintry. 
The Bridgend area got the 

most snow, with about two 
inches lying in the afternoon. 

The airport was closed to 

Then Tuesday March 4 was 
a beautiful sunny day, with 
lots of people out and about 
enjoying the spring sunshine.  

If Islay weather doesn’t suit 
us, we just wait a minute!

Early lambs
SOME early ‘outdoor’ lambs 
have been born and appear to 
be thriving. 

As long as they are strong 
and well-mothered and the 
ewes have plenty of milk, 
there’s every hope that the 
young lambs will do well 
even in the often unsettled 
weather of March.

Luckily, when a neighbour 

had their heads towards us, so 
the signs are good.

Sea eagle
returns
A WHITE-TAILED Sea 
Eagle has visited Islay again, 
and seeing these huge birds in 

They’re sometimes 

doors’ and it’s an amazing 
experience to see them from 
a fairly close vantage point.  
Unlike the Golden Eagle, 
which usually keeps to the 
hills and moor ground, the sea 
eagles can sometimes be seen 
about farmlands and shores 
and have even been seen 
perching on telephone poles 
and fenceposts. 

It is likely that the birds 
which are occasionally seen 
in Islay may be some of the 
younger sea eagles from 
Mull.

IDEAS group 
appeal
THE IDEAS group is 
appealing for handcraft 
materials such as pieces of 
cloth for patchwork, ribbons, 
lace, buttons, threads or 
knitting wool.

The group will also take 

which can be completed and 
sold at IDEAS fund-raising 
events.

Readers wishing to donate 
materials or articles should 
please contact IDEAS on 
01496 810963 or drop them 
in at the IDEAS centre at 
Kilarrow.

Energy trust 
annual meeting
ISLAY Energy Trust will hold 
its annual general meeting on 
Wednesday April 2 at a time 
and venue to be announced.

After the meeting, Dr Alan 
Owen from Robert Gordon 
University, Aberdeen, will 
give a talk on ‘Tidal Energy 
in the Sound of Islay’.

Taynuilt
THE TAYNUILT branch of the Scottish 
Women’s Rural Institute held its monthly 
meeting on Wednesday February 13 in 
Taynuilt Village Hall. 

President Jessie Servant welcomed 13 
members and 19 visitors including members 
from Glenorchy, Connel and Oban to an open 
meeting and sales table. 

Business attended to, the president introduced 
Ken MacDonald, Specsavers, Oban, who gave 

Overseas, a charity that goes to remote parts 
of Africa and other disadvantaged regions 
to carry out eye tests and supply glasses to 
people who thought they were blind. 

Through the eye tests, sight has been given 
back to thousands of people who were simply 
short or long sighted. 

Ken has been in Africa with the charity and 
spent two weeks at various clinics that have 
been set up, seeing 50-60 people per day. 

He said they were very jolly people, bikes 
being their form of transport. 

A collection of old spectacles from members 
was given to Mr MacDonald for recycling for 
which he was most grateful. 

Marlene Stanners gave the vote of thanks. 
Proceeds from the sales table, amounting 
to £60, were given to Mr MacDonald for 
the charity. Tea was served by committee 

Around the RuralsAround the Rurals

Barcaldine pupils learn about safety in the home

Dochie MacCallum and his Scottish Dance Band were 
popular guest artistes at Inveraray and District Accordion and 

Fiddle Club’s recent monthly club night.

Dance band hits all the 
right notes at club night

SEVEN years of hard work and fund-raising 

The new hall, which cost £603,000, was 

year.
Mike was chairman of the hall committee 

which tirelessly worked to raise more than 
£180,000 towards the cost of the building, 
beside the site of the old premises.

The opening began with the Easdale branch 
of the British Legion, bearing their banner, 

serving members of the armed forces.
Easdale Primary School pupils were then 

piped in by Donnie MacDougall and they 

provided excellent entertainment, including 
a series of songs for a very appreciative 
audience. In his speech Mike thanked the 

Lottery, Highlands and Islands Enterprise, 
Argyll and the Islands Enterprise and Argyll 

Mike then unveiled an inscribed plaque of 

open. The hall is already proving very popular 
and has a busy schedule in the winter with a 

country dancing, WRI, playgroup, brownies, 
cubs and carpet bowls. The hall is also suitable 
for functions and can be booked through Mary 
Norris or Brian Mitchell.

Easdale pupils sing during the opening of the new Seil Island village hall. 

Pupils on song at hall opening

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell:
01496 850215

Pipe Major Julie Blue and Fiona Mitchell receive their 

set of Wallace Bagpipe Chanters.

marches from Gaelic entertainer Norman MacLean.

DUMBARTON and District 
Pipe Band has consistently 
been at the forefront of 
developing pipe band skills in 
young people.

The band teaches young 
pipers, drummers and drum 
majors locally and has spread 
the development opportunities 
through their solo piping, solo 
drumming and drum major 
competitions.

Last weekend saw the launch 
of a new initiative to allow 
young pipers to experience 
an event which has not been 
offered for about 25 years.  

Senior quartet competitions 
were held in the West of 
Scotland branch up until the 
1980s but were discontinued 
because the cost of hiring 
large enough indoor premises 
was too expensive. This meant 
young pipers of today were 
unaware of the discipline and 
had never even seen a quartet 
contest far less play in one.

The band also decided to 
offer a contest for novice 
pipers to play a traditional 
March, Strathspey and Reel 
which they don’t normally get 
to play until they move up the 
grades. The competition was 
held in the Pipe Band Hall, 
Station Street, Renton. Young 
pipers from all over the West 
of Scotland branch of the 
Royal Scottish Pipe Band 
Association played in the 
contest and all the children, 
pipe majors and tutors 
agreed it was an enlightening 
experience and something 
they would like to see happen 
annually.

Royal Scottish Pipe Band 
Association adjudicators 

for the day David Clark and 
James Campbell both said the 
music was performed to an 
exceptional standard and that 
the quartet format was the 
vehicle which had contributed 
to the personal development 
of these young pipers. 

They were pleased to see the 
re-emergence of this art form 
and hoped other competition 
organisers might follow 
Dumbarton and District Pipe 
Band’s lead. Well-known 
Gaelic personality Norman 
MacLean, who listened to the 
competition and presented 
the prizes, congratulated the 
young pipers, parents and 
tutors on a most enjoyable 
day of exceptional music. He 
also made mention of the fact 
that these children, having 
mastered the art of bagpipe 
playing, had achieved a 
wonderful skill and now had 
a lifetime of musical pleasure 
ahead of them.

A total of 49 quartets 
competed in four events. 
Results: Novice Juvenile 
Selection of Marches, 20 
played: 1 Dunoon Grammar 
School A; 2 Dumbarton 
and District C; 3 Dunoon 
Grammar School B.

Novice Juvenile March, 
Strathspey and Reel, seven 
played: 1 Johnstone B; 2 
Kintyre Schools A; 3 Kintyre 
Schools B.

Juvenile Medley, 11 played: 
1 Dunoon Grammar School 
A; 2 Inveraray and District B; 
3 Kintyre Schools B.

Juvenile March, Strathspey 
and Reel, 11 played: 1 Kintyre 
Schools B; 2 Kintyre Schools 
A; 3 Kintyre Schools C.

Pipe band leads 
the way again 

SCOTTISHOPERA

Cinderella
Sung in English

R O S S I N I

Wednesday 16 April, 7.30pm
Corran Halls, Oban
Box Office: 01631 567 333
Tickets: £14, £12 (conc.)

Book online scottishopera.org.uk

‘A captivating piece of musical theatre’
The Herald



Thursday 13 March, 2008 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 9NEWS

Paddy, aged 8

Submitted by Megan 
Cruickshanks, Isle of Luing.

Mac, aged 5 

Submitted by Mark Reid, Nelson 
Road, Oban.

Teal, aged 12

Submitted by Vicki Brennan, 
Drimnin, Morvern.

Sheba, aged 15

Submitted by Lynne Murdoch, 
Nelson Road, Oban.

Hamish, aged 10 months

Submitted by Brenda MacLean, 
Taynuilt.

Fergie, aged 1 

Submitted by Eileen 
MaCeachern, Arisaig.

20

Bonnie, aged 4

Submitted by Sheila MacIntyre, 
Tarbert, Argyll.

Leo, aged 19 months

Submitted by David Black, 
Hynish Crescent, Oban.

Millie, aged 11 weeks

Submitted by Karen Blair, 
Davaar Avenue, Campbeltown.

Sandy and Bonny

Submitted by John and Rosalyn 
Cook, Oban.

Spud, aged 5

Submitted by Darren Clark, 
Bunessan, Isle of Mull.

Clyde, aged 5

Submitted by Elizabeth 
McCowan, Biggar, Lanark.

Poppy, aged 5

Submitted by Liz Thompson, 
Kilmelford.

Scotia, aged 14 months

Submitted by Kenny and Isobel 
Brown, Carradale.

Lucky, aged 14 weeks

Submitted by Shauna Brown, 
Carradale.

Cara, Murphy and Isla

Submitted by Gwen Cameron, 
Oban.

Breagh, aged 3 years

Submitted by Bill MacKie, Lawe 
Road, Oban.

Loppy, aged 6 months

Submitted by Kieran and Liam 
Pike, Caol, Fort William.

Gemma, aged 16

Submitted by A Inglis, Corpach, 
Fort William.

Sweep, aged 2

Submitted by A Inglis, Corpach, 
Fort William.

Swimming galas
CLAN competition has been going strong in the last two weeks with two 
successful swimming galas being run. 

First it was the turn of S1 to demonstrate their ability in a wide range 
of events including width races, 25 metre and 50 metre events in all the 

ners were Diarmid. 
Next up it was the turn of the S2s. The programme was exactly the same 

but this time there were a mere 110 swimmers. Again the competition ran 
extremely close with Somerled and Ossian exchanging the top two spots 
frequently throughout the day. 

In the end Somerled dominated the team events to run out the worthy 
winners of a very close competition.

Badminton
OBAN high’s badminton players had a successful weekend competing in 

eron beat some strong opposition to take the winners medal in the under 

ner’s up spot in the under 14’s doubles and Angus Munro was also runner 
up in the under 18s boys singles.

Gymnastics
FOUR teams from Oban high’s gymnastics club represented the school at 

pete at the Scottish Championships next month.
Oban high also hosted an Argyll and Bute gymnastics competition on 

Friday and despite a disappointing turn out from other schools in the area 
Oban high entered 32 participants including one male pupil. 

The winning team in the Level 2 category was Katy Simms, Rachael 

cluded Shonna Elliot, Shannon Reynolds, Lauren Stewart and Michalina 

proved gymnast in the competition was awarded to Holly Pallas. 

Girls rugby

as a group of young female pupils have taken a great interest in rugby. 
After training once a week in all sorts of weather the girls were rewarded 

ing and in this festival and is now getting the girls prepared for the next  

strength to strength and this is thanks to the assistance with training and 
the organisation of festivals which is completed by Oban Lorne RFC.   

CAST Showcase

No Nightmares and NY Lips entertained the crowds and were battling 
for the opportunity to represent the school during a visit to Castle Toward 
where they will spend a weekend being taught the tricks of the music 
business by professional musicians and will record their own CD. 

 The winners were No Nightmares who we wish well on their weekend 
and look forward to hearing the CD. 

Mathsfest
OBAN High School hosted its annual Mathsfest recently with around 100 

feeder primary schools in the area. 

tical and mental maths problems the winning teams included S1 pupils 

mary.

World Book Day
Last Thursday was World Book Day and Oban High celebrated in style. 

Throughout the day events were being held and this was kicked off with 

and cuddles. 
Next on the agenda was a storming performance by the pupil band No 

Nightmares which was held in a packed assembly hall at break time. 
 The main event was saved for lunch time when the assembly hall was 

ing food prepared by the Hospitality Department and served to them by 
their teachers. 

tion of staff performances which was kicked off by the male cheerleading 
squad who were fully kitted out in skirts and pom poms and performed 
their own unique version of the Vengaboys Boom Boom.

This was followed by a series of musical performances from the staff 
band and brave soloists. 

In addition to all this the library was also transformed into a fun fair with 
stalls, competitions and face painting on offer. 

will now be spent solely on purchasing a new selection of books for the 
library.

Oban High School 
NEWS

Team Somerled dominated the S2 events at the clan swimming gala.

VILLAGERS from Romania have gratefully accepted a cheque 
for £5,000 after fundraising by schools in Oban and Easdale.

Oban High School, Drummore Learning Centre and Easdale, 

busy raising cash for the Smiles charity.
The pupils and staff raised the money through a variety of 

Christmas events and a mass Mexican wave.
Kevin Hoy of Smiles said: ‘The money raised in Argyll has 

nian village of Tileagd.
‘It is being built at the moment and should be open in June. 
‘We are very grateful to everybody for the effort they have put 

in to raising the money.’
Ghiuri and Meda Rostas, Maria Cimpoca and pastor Ovidiu 

Butnaru from the village of Tileagd met a number of the pupils 
who raised the money at Oban High.The Romanian villagers with the cheque they received from schools in Oban and Easdale. t11rom01

Local schools rally round to boost Romanian charity
Oban and Easdale
school children raise      
£5,000 for Smiles

TEENAGERS in and around 
Portree are to have a new 

lowing a consultation with 
the youngsters themselves.

The service will be open on 
Saturday afternoons in the 
Portree community centre 
in a bid to give youngsters a 
place to meet and socialise 
together.

The centre and Highland 

ing for the programme and 
is seeking a youth worker to 
help run it.

Annie Davidson, council 

safe, supervised environment 
where they can meet their 
friends. Youth leaders will 

cial behaviour and the young 
people will be supported to 

themselves.’  

Portree 
opens new 
Saturday
‘drop-in’
centre

Pupils from Portree Primary School which celebrated world 
book day by hosting a book fair, book swap and competition 
where everybody in the school dressed up as characters from 

books. Organiser Maggie Cowie is also in the picture. 

Skye dresses-up for world book day

charity bash in Argyllshire Gathering Halls tomorrow (Friday). t11csh01

pet N

You can email your school news to 
editor@obantimes.co.uk

THE OSCARS may be over for another year 
– but a group of young moviemakers from 

A quarter of Knoydart’s population of 100 
made the trip to London for the First Light 

egory.

Kira Holroyd and Calum Williams gave a 
speech on behalf of the group after receiving 
Knoydart’s award from ‘The Chronicles of 

Call and actor Kevin Spacey. 
The Oban 

Times
derful.

ter Square.

and 12 parents. That’s about a quarter of the 

et last week.
‘Villagers put bunting up on the pier for when 

the children returned. 

ing at the end, but got home safely.’

Knoydart kids win national film award
A quarter of the peninsula’s population travel to London



WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giv-
ing your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.
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Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
200 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Bad budget
result of  Northern 
Rock debacle
AS YOU work out how much 
worse off you are following 
yesterday’s tax-raising budget 
you should remember that 
between a dithering Prime 
Minister and an indecisive 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who gave an open cheque 
book to prop up the insolvent 
Northern Rock bank, we, the 
tax payers, are now to pay the 
price for their refusal to act 
quickly when it became clear 
that Northern Rock was unable 
to meet its commitments.

To what extent we will have 
to hand over more to Inland 
Revenue and Customs will 
be found in the small print of 
the Finance Act that will be 
debated for as many days as 
possible next week. 

However, it is not just the 
cash black hole from the 
busted bank that will force 
Alistair Darling to increase 
taxes and duties to control 

The cost of keeping troops 
in Iraq and Afghanistan 
grows so badly by the 
month that Premier Brown 
and his Cabinet should ask 
themselves whether Britain 
should be in either of these 
war zones. Since President 
Bush is currently committed 
to getting John McCain 
elected as the next president 
of the USA now would be 
the time for a courageous, 
determined British Prime 
Minister to warn McCain or 
his Democrat counterpart that 
no matter who wins Britain is 
not going to commit to any 
more military intervention 
that will leave our economy 
poorer and more exposed to 
being frequently blown off 
course by external factors over 
which we have no control.

And, of course, every 
Chancellor’s favourite 
sources of taxation seem to be 
about to have further demands 
put upon them: booze, diesel 
and petrol. After a period of 
duty stability for the Scotch 
whisky industry, unless the 
industry managed at the 
last minute to persuade Mr 
Darling otherwise, there will 
a quite hefty increase in the 
duty on spirits. And he won’t 
get away with pleading that 
it will help to reduce ‘binge’ 
drinking among the young. 
Very few of them are whisky 
drinkers anyway.

As far as the motorist is 
concerned more fuel duty, 
affecting the rural dweller 
most, more tax on the road 
fund licence and on the bigger 
four x four vehicles that are 
necessary in so many parts 
of the country because roads 
are so badly rutted than an 
ordinary car would give up 
within weeks.

And so it goes on. It seems 
neither government in 
Westminster or Edinburgh 
cares a whit for those of 
us who live in the country 
and help to keep the rural 
economy going.

RET becomes
more bizarre
NORMALLY I wouldn’t 
write on the same topic in 
successive columns but 
the utterances of Scottish 
Transport Minister Stewart 
Stevenson have become more 
outlandish by the day.

When the Scottish 
Parliament’s Transport 
Committee met in Oban 
last week two bodies in 
particular came in for a 
‘pasting’: Mr Stevenson and 
his RET advisers and that old 
‘whipping boy’ Caledonian 
MacBrayne. But it wasn’t 
the committee that pushed 
Mr Stevenson to the limit of 
incredulity. It was Sir Jamie 
McGrigor, a Tory List MSP 
for the Highlands and Islands, 
who asked the Transport 
Minister: ‘For 30 months 
after October 19, only people 
in the Western Isles, Coll and 

fares.
‘Does the Minister think that 

this is equitable?’
Mr Stevenson replied: 

‘Labour’s proposed 40 per 
cent cut [in fares] was a 
narrow scheme that would 
have been limited to residents. 
The key difference between 
the two schemes is that our 
pilot will be a way of bringing 
new people to the islands 
and supporting the islands’ 
economic potential.’

I have always understood 
that existing residents of 
anywhere, should take priority, 
not hypothetical incomers, but 
it seems in SNP-speak we are 
to turn accepted practice on 
its head to discover Scottish 
Government policy.

At the same time as the 
Argyll Islands - with the 
exception of Coll and Tiree 

the RET’s pilot scheme cash, 
those with interests in seeing 
the commitment given by 
former First Minister Jack 
McConnell to upgrade and 
redevelop the A82 trunk 
road have banded together 
to mount a campaign to get 
something done about the 
main road artery to the West 
Highlands.

This is yet another of Mr 
Stevenson’s failures to meet 

Scotland.

Speak up on
broadcasting
WE ARE to get the chance to 
tell the Scottish Broadcasting 
Commission, set up by First 
Minister Alex Salmond, 
exactly what we think of the 
current BBC One Scotland 
and BBC Two Scotland 
programmes when the 
Commission meets in Oban 
on April 15. 

Don’t miss it as there won’t 
be another chance to speak 

decades!

Glasgow Islay
Association
SOME you win and some 
you lose - that’s certainly 
how it turned out for me last 
weekend.

Isn’t it amazing how poor 
health hits you at the end of 

and healthy for work days?
My loss was I was unable 

to attend the Glasgow Islay 
Annual Gathering Concert 
and by all accounts I missed 
a great night. An excellent 
programme was put in place 
and all artistes excelled. 
Singers for the evening were 
Mary Catherine MacNeil, 
James Graham, Paul 
McCallum and the youngsters 
from Glasgow Islay Junior 
Gaelic Choir while the 
instrumentalists were Fraser 

BBC Radio Scotland Young 
Traditional Musician of the 
Year, playing whistle and 
uillean pipes, accompanied 
by Innes Watson on guitar 

from Helensburgh who was 

Folk Awards 2006.  
The Islay pipers were, as 

usual, in good form on this 

their stalwart Duncan Heads 
who sadly passed away 
since the last Gathering. 
Orchestrating proceedings 
was Dr Donald McArthur 
who spoke particularly of 
the valued community life 
during his early years on 
Islay and of the very valuable 
education he had received 
in Bowmore. Momentoes of 
the occasion were presented 
to Dr MacArthur and his 
wife by Aimee Clark and 
Bridghe Morrison from the 
choir and vice president 
Malcolm Campbell skillfully 
delivered the vote of thanks 
at what was one of the best 
Islay Gathering Concerts for 
years and certainly one of the 
longest.

Piping recitals
AS INDICATED previously, 
the National Piping Centre 
has organised a recital series 

taken place. 
Billed to appear were 

Fred Morrison and Finlay 
MacDonald but unfortunately 
Fred had to call off at the 
last moment. His place was 
taken by Glen Brown who 
illustrated what an excellent 
piper he is and then Finlay, 
accompanied for part of his 
spot by Kevin MacKenzie on 
guitar and Mark McGuire on 
bodhran, showed why he is 
one of our leading exponents 
of bagpipe music. The next 
event is on April 17 when 
a quartet from the Field 
Marshall Montgomery Pipe 
Band will be appearing.

Clydebank
Highlander’s
Association
IT IS never a good idea to 
have a ceilidh when an annual 
gathering is taking place but 
as a result of unavoidable 
circumstances this is what 
happened to the ‘Bankies’. 

The crowd was less than 
usual but the quality of the 
entertainment was up to the 
usual standard. It was a night 
for the ladies to be singing 
with Janet Campbell, Jane 
Campbell, Pauline Cochrane 
and Mairi MacArthur on 

the piper, John MacMillan 
played stirring pipe selections, 
Anna Cameron was the 
accompanist and Tommy 
MacLennan, from Cardross, 
was in the chair. 

The association’s annual 
outing will take place on 
Saturday May 3 with the 
bus leaving the town hall for 
Aberfoyle at 12 noon. High 
tea will be taken at the Forest 
Hills Hotel. The cost of the 
trip is £16. For tickets or more 
information telephone 01289 
879 749.

Piping competition
I HAD the privilege of 
awarding prizes at the Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Invitational 
Piping Competition, won by 
Angus MacColl.

It was a close run decision 
since he and Stewart Liddell 
gained the same number of 
points but Angus had a higher 
placing in the Ceol Mor 
competition.

I am sure you will wish 
to join me in sending 
condolences to Sheena 
MacLean, wife of John, the 
association president, whose 
father passed away during the 
week of the competition.

East Kilbride
local Mod
THE ABOVE Mod will take 
place on Friday June 6 and 
Saturday June 7. 

Copies of the syllabus are 
available from secretary 
Peggy Darroch, telephone 
01355 226067.

Norman MacLean
IT WAS a pleasure to see 
Norman, a former writer of 
this column, at the Uist and 
Barra Piping Competition. 

The launch of his book 
Slaightearan (Tricksters) has 
taken place in both Glasgow 
and Edinburgh and the novel 
is now available in all main 
bookstores.

Diary dates
Thursday March 13:
Bearsden Highlander’s 
Association, closing ceilidh, 
7.30pm.
Friday March 14: Govan 
Gaelic Choir, annual concert, 
Partick Burgh Hall, 7.30pm. 
Charity ceilidh/dance with 
Skerryvore in aid of Maggie’s 
Cancer Care Centres, 
Bearsden Burgh Hall, 7pm. 
Perth Gaelic Society, ceilidh, 
St Matthew’s Church Hall, 
Tay Street, Perth, 7.30pm.
Saturday March 15:
Glasgow Lewis and Harris 
Association, Haggis Supper, 
Partick Burgh (Lesser) 
Hall, 7.45pm. Highlander’s 
Club dance, Partick Burgh 
Hall, 8pm, with Charlie 
Kirkpatrick’s Band. Clann 
Gaidhlig Gaelic Course, West 
of Scotland University Paisley 
Campus, 10am. Edinburgh 
Argyll Association, ceilidh, 
St Mark’s Church, Castle 
Terrace, 7.30pm. CLASP 
Competition, National Piping 
Centre, 9am.
Tuesday March 18: Aye - 

Bennett, Perth Concert Hall, 
7.30pm.
Friday March 21: Strathclyde 
Police Highland Association, 
ceilidh dance, Lochinch 
Recreation Club, 8pm.
Saturday March 22:
Duncan Johnstone Piping 
Competition, Grade B or C, 
National Piping Centre, 9am.

Pub scene
GUNNA Sound will play 
in the Park Bar on Saturday 
and Sunday with Shindig 
on Friday. In the Islay Inn 
it will be Martin Pottinger/
Colin MacDonald on Friday, 
Deoch ‘n Dorus on Saturday 
and John Carmichael/Pat 
Gillespie on Sunday. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

Round Church         
re-opens
BOWMORE’S famous Round Church re-
opened for worship on Sunday March 9 
following the lightning strike on January 
31 which extensively damaged the ‘A’ 
listed building’s electrical systems.

Power has been restored thanks to the 
efforts of local contractors although 
repairs to the church’s lightning 
conductor have yet to be carried out. 

The lightning strike, which was 
frightening in its intensity, caused 
widespread damage in the Bowmore 
area.

Telephone lines were destroyed and a 
number of computers suffered meltdown. 
Also affected were Bowmore Distillery 
and the local high school.

The congregational members of the 
Round Church are indebted to the 
island’s Baptist worshipers who allowed 
them to worship in the Bowmore Baptist 
Church during the enforced closure.

Feis Oigridh
MUSIC and drama were among the 
offerings that made Feis Oigridh Ile 
2008 a popular hit with the youngsters 

Chaluim Chille Ile. 
The annual feis is now a well 

established event on the local youth 
calendar and a similar festival is taking 
place in neighbouring Jura in August.

Neil MacNaughton
THE RECENT death of Neil 
MacNaughton in the local hospital 
following a short illness was mourned 
by everyone who knew this Bowmore 
native who was as much part of the 
village life as the round church or local 
distillery. 

Neilie was a friendly and helpful 
person who carried out acts of unbidden 
kindness and sought no reward.

He spent the majority of his working 
life with the Hydro Board as a power 
station engineer, latterly in a supervisory 
capacity.

The untimely death of his wife Flora 20 
years ago was a bitter blow but, despite 
his private sorrow, he knew that life was 
for living.

in the large number of mourners from 
all airts who attended his funeral in 
Bowmore. Sincere sympathy is extended 
to his son Michael, daughter-in-law 
Jeanie and grandchildren Neil and 
Katherine in their loss.

Islay Mod
SYLLABUSES and entry forms for 
the local Mod in Islay High School 
on Saturday June 7 are yours for the 
asking.

They can be obtained from Mod 
chairman Neil MacLean on 01496 
840618 or from me at the address 
below. The closing date for entries is 

April 30 and no late submissions will 
be considered or accepted. Competitors 
are reminded that the prescribed songs 
‘Tuireadh nan Treun’ and ‘Caol Muile’ 
cannot be used in any other competition 
and in the interests of variety, it is not 
permitted to sing the same song in the 
same competition two years running.

Meur Ile members are reminded that the 
next committee meeting takes place in 
the Bowmore Service Point on Tuesday 
March 18 at 7.30pm.

Lunch club
LOCAL Baptist minister the Rev George 
Campbell was guest speaker at the 
Kilarrow Parish Church Men’s Lunch 
Club in Lochside Hotel on February 28. 

The Rev George gave a resume of his 
career which encompassed banking, 
Baptist ministries on the east coast of 
Scotland and Argyll and a part-time 
Church of Scotland ministry on Jura.

The popular clergyman was inducted 
to his Baptist charges at Port Ellen and 
Bowmore in December last year.

Betrothed begorra!
CONGRATULATIONS to Fraser, son of 
Charlie and the late Margaret Morrison 
of Bowmore, on his recent engagement 
to Evelyn, a daughter of Alice and Roger 
Peters, Tipperaray. Good on you both!
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay, PA43 7JX. Telephone 01496 
810658.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

www.obantimes.co.uk Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

boy visiting relatives on Iona in 1945. Christine Doig is kneeling next to the dog and Christina Will is behind her. Sheila 
is wondering if any readers can identify the other people in the photograph. We would like readers to send in ‘Flashback’ 

photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.
co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints 

returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope. Each month a photo will win £10. 

Family visit to Iona - July 1945

Unjustified
complaint
Sir,
On reading a letter in last 
week’s Oban Times, I felt I had 
to respond to the complaint 
about the bus service along 
Glengallan Road.

As a regular bus user, I 

excellent. We do have to take 
into consideration the road 
works at the moment which 
delay everyone and puts time 
on journeys including the bus 
service.
J MacLeod, Oban. 

A good bus 
service in Oban
Sir,
I am writing in response to a 
letter in last week’s edition of 
The Oban Times from Tom 
Watt, complaining about the 
bus service in Glengallan 
Road.

Oban has one of the best bus 
services in Argyll and Bute 
and in Glengallan Road alone 
there are three buses an hour 
into the town centre during 
the day.

Bus services in Oban have 
continually improved over 
the last few years with the 
introduction of the half hourly 
service to Dunbeg, improved 
Sunday service and the new 
service introduced last year 
to Pulpit Hill and Ganavan 

Sands. The frequency of 
buses to Longsdale has also 
increased from hourly to half 
hourly. 

I am disappointed if Mr Watt 
had to wait more than half an 
hour for his bus in Glengallan 
Road. There was obviously 
something wrong and if this 
happens again I would urge 
him to make a complaint at 
the time so the matter can be 
investigated.
Councillor Duncan Mac-
Intyre, Transportation 
and Infrastructure spokes-
person for Argyll and Bute 
Council.

Crianlarich
by-pass
Sir,  
As a Crianlarich resident 
and local business owner I 
feel compelled to respond to 
recent publicity regarding the 
A82 upgrade. 

Of particular concern is 
the impact the current plan 
to develop a Crianlarich 
bypass will have on my 
local economy if it is taken 
forward without the southern 
section of the A82 between 
Tarbet and Inverarnan being 

As a small fragile community, 
all local businesses rely on 

part of their income. It is 

likely to have a considerable 
impact on the viability of some 
of these businesses. While 

the southern section of road 
remains unimproved, there is 
unlikely to be an increase in 

travelling north, which may 
have helped to counteract the 
loss of business caused by the 
Crianlarich bypass.

 In my opinion, the proposed 
bypass will not deliver any 

road safety or journey times 
until the southern section 
of the A82 is upgraded. The 
cost of the bypass cannot 

of my community is put at 
risk in this way. Why should 
Crianlarich suffer for the sake 
of road users being able to 
cut a few seconds off their 
journey?

As the government has 
consistently failed to commit 

the entire A82 requires, it 
is my belief that the offer 
by the government to move 
forward with a Crianlarich 
bypass is being put forward 
as a cheap option. This is 
purely an attempt to appease 
certain groups campaigning 
for the A82 upgrade. As a 
result, my community is 

to avoid addressing the real 
issues with the road. 

I would urge all 
groups campaigning for 
improvements to see this 
move by the government as 
the diversionary tactic that 
it clearly is and reject the 
current proposals for the road 
or we all risk the government 
pushing the real issues back 

onto the shelf while they 
smugly sit back claiming to 
have made improvements.

Many people appear to be of 
the opinion that the Crianlarich 
by-pass is a signed deal, 
however, I can assure you that 

and with the proposal as it 
is at the moment, it is likely 

opposition. The focus must be 
to divert the money currently 
earmarked for the Crianlarich 
bypass to the sections of 
the A82 which need it most 
urgently.
Bryan Craig, Station Road, 
Crianlarich.

Oban bay
pontoons
Sir,
It is disappointing that neither 
John MacGregor or Calum 
MacLachlainn didn’t visit 
myself or other skippers 
at Oban pier during recent 
storms after feigning such 
concern over our safety.

Nothing has changed. Your 
pontoons will be useless to all 
locally-owned trawlers and 
scallopers.

Perhaps McCaig, who must 
have considerable knowledge 
to write so scathingly, can 
come down from his tower 
next gale or storm and offer 
me sound advice on the 
meaning of ‘aspirations’; ours 
have been ignored for years. 
Does Oban need two follies?
Jonathan McAllister, 
skipper/owner, MFV 
Freedom.

United down one clear road
ALL of the west of Scotland is heavily dependent, directly or 
indirectly, on a crumpling roads network that fails to meet the 

This week’s launch of the Demand A82 Upgrade campaign 
comes as a result of a number of people from different walks 
of life coming together and realising that by speaking with 

solution to a common problem.
The A82 is without doubt the artery which pumps the eco-

nomic and social lifeblood into the west and north Highlands 
and islands. Yet its decay has been largely ignored by central 
belt dominated government with central belt priorities - a fact 

number of commercial operators who shy away from danger-
ously crumbling road edges.

Your voice can make a difference - will you be heard in sup-
port now? Or complain quietly for years and be ignored? 
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AN ISLE on Mull man has been living and working on the 
front line in Afghanistan for the past four months but still gets 
his copy of The Oban Times every week.

A J MacLeod, from Tobermory, who is the Unit Photogra-
pher for 40 Commando Royal Marines, is coming to the end 
of his tour in Helmand Province, Afghanistan.  

Thirty-two year old AJ, has been visiting Forward Operating 
Bases throughout the Sangin Valley area and taking part in op-
erations against the Taliban.  His photographs have appeared 
in numerous national UK newspapers.

AJ, who attended Tobermory High school, was a Royal Ma-

rine for seven years, serving in the Gulf and Northern Ireland 
as well as participating in the disaster relief effort for the Box-
ing Day Tsunami in Sri Lanka.  After transferring to the Royal 
Navy’s Photographic Branch and completing the seven month 
photography course, he joined 40 Commando Royal Marines 
in December.

AJ told The Oban Times: ‘Most of Helmand province is 
made up of small villages, much like Mull.   People rely on 
agriculture to live and community plays a massive part in peo-
ple’s lives.’

AJ’s training as a commando means he is able to take his 

place alongside the Marines and take part in patrols and opera-
tions, but he also carries his camera to capture images of the 

forces have seen since the Korean War. 40 Commando have 
had a successful tour and been able to improve security around 
Sangin and their other bases, which they have followed up 
with outreach programmes to reassure locals and ask how the 
Marines can help improve their towns and villages.  AJ has 
used the chance to take pictures of children going to school for 

ties and other aid.

AJ said: ‘No day is the same. I could be taking pictures of 
everything from children attending a newly opened school or 
locals getting medical treatment to Marines patrolling or en-
gaging the Taliban.’

In spite the professional opportunity that a tour in Afghani-
stan has presented and the coverage his pictures have received, 
AJ still misses home and has copies of The Oban Times sent 
out to him.

AJ said: ‘It’s been very hard work and I am looking forward 
to getting home, hopefully in time for the Mull Music Festi-
val.’

Tobermory man AJ MacLeod has taken his camera to the front line in Helmand Province, in war-
torn Afghanistan appeared in the national UK media

The dusty wastes of Helmand Province, Afghanistan are a far cry from the green hills and blue 
seas of AJ MacLeod’s native Isle of Mull

Isle of Mull Marine has an image of Afghanistan
‘No day is the same. I could be taking pictures of everything from children attending a newly 
opened school or locals getting medical treatment to Marines patrolling or engaging the Taliban.

HOTELS and guest houses in the 

place among the best in Scotland by 
winning a number of awards in this 
year’s Scottish hospitality industry 
‘Oscars’.

liam, Inverlochy Castle, took the 
Hotel of the Year title in the Scottish 
Hotel of the Year awards, nominated 
by over 20,000 consumers and in-
dustry members.

The Scottish Guest House of the 
Year 2008 was won by Dun na Mara 
Guest House run by Mark McPhil-
lips and Suzanne Pole at Benderloch 
near Oban.

The couple, who have run the ho-
tel, which has a modern, contempo-

are absolutely thrilled to have won, 

the moon about it.’
Highland Cottage on the Isle of 

Mull took the Excellence in Hospi-
tality award, the third year running 
the hotel and restaurant in Tober-
mory has picked up a gong at these 
awards.  Highland Cottage was also 

tel and restaurant category in last 
November’s prestigious Johansen’s 
Hotel Guide awards.

This year’s  Island Hotel of the 
Year award was won by Coll Ho-
tel in Arinagour on the Isle of Coll 

while Isle of Eriska Hotel, Bender-
loch won the Country House Hotel 
of the year.

Glengarry Castle Hotel won the 
readers’ award for most positive 
feedback.

Owner Robert MacCallum said: 
‘The MacCallum family are de-
lighted to receive this award as we 
embark on our 50th trading year. We 
would like to thank our loyal staff 
and customers for all their help and 

support over this time, and look for-
ward to welcoming guests familiar 
and new in the years to come.’

ney presented the awards at a lavish 

Hotel in Edinburgh attended by over 
500 guests.

Right: Suzanne Pole and Mark 
McPhillips outside their award 

winning Dun na Mara Guest House. 
t10dun01

West Highland hotels are among the best in Scotland

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

www.obantimes.co.uk Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

Oban North and Lorn Councillor Donald Macdonald pictured reading his Oban Times out-
side the Italian Chapel in Orkney. Please keep sending us your photos.

The Oban Times in far flung places

Nearly fell
for it!
Sir,
You nearly got me there! I 
was just reading about how 
McCaig has now decided 
what the people of Dunbeg 
really want with this science 
park thing. 

He too seems to have 
missed the entire point of the 
objections and also assumes 
that it is only ‘white settlers’ 
- we still haven’t been told 
what they are. 

I was about to respond then I 
suddenly remembered no-one 
takes this guy and his funny 
comments seriously. Don’t 
rise to it! So I won’t.
Iain Moody, Dunbeg.

Significant
step forward
Sir,
I refer To McCaig’s column 
in last week’s Oban Times.

It seems that since the 
election in May McCaig has 
become both more political 
and more provocative. I 
would commend him for 
this because it is apathy and 
complacency which are the 
enemies of good government. 

This is in marked contrast 
to his erstwhile complacency 
when two successive 
Liberal Democrat Transport 
Ministers failed to implement 

improvements.
Indeed their sole input to 

ferries was to preside over a 
shambolic tendering exercise 
for Caledonian MacBrayne 
routes which cost the public 
more than £15 million. 

His apparent acceptance 
in good faith of the Labour 
Party’s hastily conceived 
election bribe of a discounted 
ferry scheme also seems to be 
a departure from his normal 
cynicism.

The RET pilot scheme is 

forwards in improving ferry 
services for a generation. 
There is much more to be 
done to revitalise our island 
communities but this pilot is 

surely to be welcomed. As he 
is fond of quotations I would 
remind him of one credited to 
Abraham Lincoln beginning: 
‘You can please some of the 
people...’ 
Mike MacKenzie, Argyll 
and Bute SNP Prospective 
Parliamentary Candidate.

Argyll Aero 
Club
Sir,
Your article last week 
regarding Oban Airport 
correctly mentions that Paul 
Keegan is chairman of Argyll 
Aero Club. 

From then on your story is 
incorrect and misleading.

Argyll Aero Club (AAC) 

sporting club and has been 
recognised as such by the 
council since it was formed 
in 1995. 

We have the largest 
membership and the most 
experienced pilots on Oban 

In 1996 we entered into a 
25-year lease with Argyll and 
Bute Council, which gave the 
council rental income twice 
the combined level of all the 
other clubs at the airport. 

On the basis of our lease, the 
club invested large amounts of 
members’ money to support 

The council now wishes to 
change our lease terms and 
lease part of our area out to 
another organisation, but 
cannot do so by due legal 
process.

Our expert advice on 
licencing assures us that the 
trees screening our hangar are 

The ‘security’ fencing at the 

stock fence, 1.2m high with 
15 access gates. 

The only gate that the 
council chose to remove, 
entirely without notice, was 
the gate to the AAC’s caravan 
clubhouse. None of the other 
14 gates, four of which give 
access to other clubhouses and 
hangars, was removed. We 
view this as discriminatory 
and unacceptable.

The council’s latest in a 
series of access protocols, 
requiring all club members to 
sign in through the terminal 
building is unacceptable, 
unworkable, unnecessary 
and is not normal practice at 
any other airport in the UK 
such as Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Inverness, Cumbernauld, Fife 
or Carlisle. 

The Council protocol will 

‘security’ whatsoever and is 
not a mandatory Civil Aviation 
Authority requirement.

There are fundamental 
problems that the council 
has to clear at Oban before 
licensing and all are entirely 
of its own making.

Crucially, Oban events do 
not stop the island airports 
of Coll and Colonsay being 
licensed, as the licences are 
not interdependent. What 
progress there?
Shauna Cameron, secretary; 
Derek Wallace, membership 
secretary; John MacGilvray, 
treasurer, Argyll Aero Club. 

Agriculture
the biggest 
culprit
Sir,
I was surprised when David 
Gallant, responding to airport 
expansion February 21, 
stated that air travel was the 
biggest contributor to global 
warming.

I suggest he check his facts 
rather than simply jump on 
the band wagon. 

Yes, air travel pumps out a 
huge amount of greenhouse 
gases, but if he were to carry 
out his research properly, he 
might be shocked to realise 
that it is not aeroplanes but 
agriculture which is to blame. 

Gases produced by the 
world’s livestock are the 
single biggest contributor to 
global warming than the entire 
planet’s transport industry 
put together. Now there’s a 
sobering thought. 

So what are we to do – 
abandon livestock farming? 
Well, maybe Mr Gallant 

might like to try it and 
become vegan! He also might 
like to know that livestock 
production uses a whopping 
10 times more water than 
crops do. Now what was 
that about problems with the 
word’s water?
Kate Anderson, Barcaldine.

Drink driving            
on Mull
Sir,
I read with interest the 
comments of Councillor 
Gordon Chalmers on the 
subject of dog fouling in 
Tobermory.

I am a dog owner and always 
clear up after my pet and 
I agree dog mess in public 
areas is a menace to everyone 
who wants to use them.

However, his comment 
that it may become an issue 
of road safety staggered 
me. It is not that I disagree 

Mull, and particularly the 
Tobermory area, has many 
more dangerous issues on our 
roads that he and his esteemed 
colleague Councillor Devon 
should be taking up with 
our police and writing to 
newspapers about.

We have many young 
drivers here who regularly 
tear around Tobermory at 
high speed in their vehicles, 
and at all hours of the day and 
night, who show no regard for 
the safety, peace or wellbeing 
of residents and tourists.

More serious than this are 
the number of drink drivers 
we have on Mull. They think 
nothing of getting behind the 
wheel of their car having had 
several alcoholic drinks and 
clearly being over the legal 
limit. Some do this on a daily 
basis and are well known to 
anyone resident here. 

Drink driving on Mull is a 
real problem but seems to be 
accepted. It isn’t acceptable 
and it is a serious issue - more 
worthy of your newspapers’ 
attention than dog excrement. 
I think Councillor Chalmers 
will agree.
Name and address 
supplied.

Tarbert  
eyesore
concern
Sir,
Your March 6 article on the 
approved barge café in Tarbert 
harbour makes interesting 
reading.

But how can a Dutch or any 
other type of barge or even 
an old fashioned Chinese 
Junk cheapen the look of the 
harbour?

Is it not already cheapened 
enough by two, much larger 
eyesores surrounding it.

Arriving down the hill by 

coach or bus, the tourist’s 
or resident’s eye is drawn 
eastwards.

is a large ramshackle disgrace 
of a ruin left for years to rot, 
known as ‘Dick’s Place’. 

It’s probably the largest 
eyesore any beautiful harbour 
like Tarbert has to put up with 
on the west coast. 

Miraculously, I believe at the 
public meeting of last Febrary 
5, this revolting spectacle was 
not even mentioned.

Equally, across the harbour, 
we have a cheap jack 

completely at odds with its 

adjoining buildings, which 
should surely have never been 

place.
It completely spoils the 

east side of the harbour. This 
building of all things houses 

the ever popular Lite Bites 
café.

Is it possible that some of 
the long standing residents 
of this otherwise beautiful 
village have lived with these 
two large eyesores so long, 
that they do not ‘see’ them 
anymore?
Jack Judson, Cove, 
Tarbert.

Not in this
Dunbeg
backyard
Sir,
I cannot believe that Alex 
Cameron is on Dunbeg 
Community Council. 

Has he forgotten that to be 
a member of a community 
council he is supposed to be 
representing the people of the 
village, not working hand in 
hand with the council?

I am one of the ‘white 
settlers’ whose home is now 
Dunbeg. Like Iain Moody I 
have not lived here very long, 
but I have to say that people 
like Mr Cameron and the local 
council are at the moment 

There used to be a lot of 

wildfowl behind the hospital 
in Oban. Now there are 
lots of houses. There used 
to be a haven at Ganavan, 
now there is a building site. 
There used to be a number 

and around Dunbeg but if the 
plan that the council has in 
mind we will have a marine 
park taking up another of our 

road, also taking away trees, 

birds. Further on, we have a 
development underway to 

this to build another golf 
course, more houses, and just 
in the last few weeks there 
is talk about taking away the 
trees which grow on the other 
side of the road from the 
village to build more houses.

I and others who feel the 

form objecting to the marine 
park.

We are only on this earth 
for a short time, and we are 
only the landlords of the land. 

on to the next generation.
To exist, we have to live, 

work and get on with others. 
I chose to live here and I am 
happy. 

I hope the council planning 
committee will have second 
thoughts about putting a 
marine park here as there are 
other more suitable places for 
it. The ‘not in my back yard’ 
saying is appropriate here.
Agnes MacFadyen, 
Dunbeg.
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Building through our people a 
reputation of local, high quality care

•  live in care
•  24 hr care
•  waking nightshift
•  domestic and personal care
•  Shopping Trips
•  Appointments

We can provide any level of care 
ensuring clients can remain within 
their community and in their own 
home promoting independent living
First Floor, 17 Stafford Street, Oban
TEL: 01631 564396

Regulated by Care Commission Scotland

North Argyll 
House

Bealach an Righ, Oban
We offer a home for elderly people who are no 

longer able to stay in their own homes but 
wish to retain their dignity and independence.

We offer each resident their own en-suite room.

We offer care on an individual basis 

North Argyll House  was established in 1955 by the local 
community and is still  run by local people who care for

our elderly relatives needs.

North Argyll House, Bealach-An-Righ, 
Oban, PA34 5TX
01631 562168

ARGYLL HOMECARE

Friendly & Reliable Care 
At Home

Personal Care
Washing and Bathing

Dressing and Undressing
Getting up and Helping to Bed

Preparation and Assistance with Meals
Assistance with Toilet Needs
Assistance with Medication

Pop-in Carers
Holiday Relief

Companionship
Home-Help / Domestic 

Cleaning, Shopping, Laundry
Pension / Prescription Collection

Tel No. 01546 600333
Covering Mid Argyll & Kintyre

we are registered with The Care Commission
& are Local Authority Approved Providers

Oban  Addiction  Support  And  Information  Service
What can OASIS offer you?
Non-judgemental advice and support

Access to a drug worker
Advocacy and networking with other 

services/agencies
Assistance with related issues--Debt, Housing, 

Tel: 01631 571348

Argyll & Bute Citizens
Advice Bureau

Riverside, Oban Road
Lochgilphead

Free, independent, impartial 
advice on a range of issues 

including debt, benefits, housing, 
employment & relationship 

Advice line: 08456 123808
email: info@abcab.org.uk

Drop-in: Monday, Wednesday or Thursday
10:00 – 13:00 & 14:00-16:00

CHARITY NO: SCO30477

eltic are

Our Aim is to Ensure Quality Care 
in a Safe and Caring Environment 

with a Homely Setting

• We Offer Excellent 24-Hour        
   Nursing Care

• All Special Diets Catered For

• We have the facilities and experience 
   to also care for residents with dementia

Situated amidst the tranquility of one of Argyll’s prettiest villages

Lynn of Lorne, Benderloch, Oban, PA37 1QW
Telephone 01631 720278    Fax: 01631 720565

www.lynnoflorne.co.uk

Argyll Homecare
Argyll Homecare Ltd is a locally based independ-

ent homecare provider, which covers the Mid Ar-
gyll and Kintyre area.  We provide a high quality, 
friendly and reliable service to individuals requiring 
extra help/support at home.

Our services are delivered by professional, friendly 
and reliable staff .  All staff  are trained and experi-
enced in delivering high quality support and person-
al care.  All staff  go through a rigorous recruitment 
process as recommended by the Care Commission.

Our range of services includes washing and bath-
ing assistance, assistance with dressing, getting up 
and helping to bed, assistance with toilet needs, 
pop-in Carers, assistance with medication, holiday 
relief, companionship, preparation and help with 
meals.  Home and domestic help such as cleaning, 
shopping, laundry, dog walking and pension and/or 
prescription collection is also available. 

At Argyll Homecare we recognise that everyone 
is diff erent, we therefore ensure that our packages 
of care are tailored to suit the individual and their 
needs.  We will complete an initial assessment, 
which will help to identify your care needs.  Once 
this has been completed a home care worker will be 
allocated who is most suited to meet your require-
ments.  To ensure all our clients remain happy with 
the service we provide, regular review meetings will 
be held to discuss and plan for current and future 
homecare needs.

We are also able to provide guidance and informa-
tion on how to access fi nancial support/assistance 
which you may be entitled to, in order to help meet 
your care costs, this may include Direct Payments, 
attendance allowance etc.

Argyll & Bute Citizens 
Advice Bureau

ABCAB was established in 2002 to deliver a free, 
confi dential and impartial advice and information 
service to the citizens of Argyll and Bute.

ABCAB is committed to being proactive in 
reaching all citizens including those in rural com-
munities, the disadvantaged and socially excluded. 
We off er a holistic approach to clients’ issues taking 
into account all factors, such as income maximisa-
tion, tackling injustice and representing clients in an 
impartial and dignifi ed way that leads to successful 
outcomes for them.

Here in the West Highlands, an area renowned for beautiful 
and dramatic landscapes and warm hospitality we also 

take great pride in the care which we offer within our close 
community network.  This feature highlights various forms of 

assistance and care available on our doorstep. 

Fostering……..
Rewarding in Other Ways 
Than One
Argyll and Bute Council have recently 
reviewed their fostering allowance 
scheme and are going to pay a substantially 
increased rate so as we will be able to 
attract applicants who might otherwise 
be thinking about working in a caring role 
in the community.

We are urgently seeking to recruit, respite, shared care, foster 
and adoptive carers who can provide a home for children on 
a brief, temporary or long-term basis, thus offering a secure 
and stable base for a child or children. The majority of these 
children are over the age of five years and many are in sibling 
groups.

We need respite carers who can take children for brief, 
time-limited periods to support their full-time carers.

We need shared carers who can offer short-term, planned 
care, usually to a child with special needs, whose families 
can face extra demands and often find it difficult to arrange 
babysitting or childcare.

We need foster carers who can look after a child or children 
either for a temporary period while plans are made for their 
future or for an extended period if they are unable to go back 
to their families. We are particularly looking for families for 
sibling groups who need a temporary home where they can live 
together until a decision is made regarding their future.

We need adoptive parents and permanent carers
who can offer a child or a sibling 
group a family to grow up in and to 
provide support for them for the 

rest of their lives.

Please phone Toril Frantzen 
on 01631 563068,

e-mail her at 
toril.frantzen@

argyll-bute.gov.uk or write 
to her at Argyll and Bute 

Council, Community Services, 
Soroba Road, Oban, PA34 4JA.

We would be very 
interested in hearing from 
you if you think that you 
could help with any of these 
types of care. We offer a 
comprehensive package 
of support, including 
competitive allowances, to 
help you with this task.

Advert design reproduced by kind permission of Helensburgh and Lomond Community Advertiser

We are currently running an advice line 5 days 
per week from our offi  ce in Lochgilphead and a 
drop-in service 3 days per week. We are dealing 
with an increasing number of enquiries on a range 
of issues including welfare benefi ts, consumer & 
debt, employment, housing and relationship. Each 
client enquiry can vary greatly in its complexity 
with some enquiries covering several issues.

We have recently taken on a new role in providing 
independent health-related advice to the public - 
including support for patients and carers with con-
cerns about the NHS service they have received. 
People concerned or dissatisfi ed with the service 
they or their families have received from the NHS 
– including GPs, hospitals and even NHS-funded 
private healthcare – will be able to come to us for 
advice and information.

CAB advisers help their fellow citizens on any-
thing from welfare benefi ts and debt problems, to 
employment and consumer rights.

Argyll & Bute CAB always needs more volun-
teers People move on or retire, we do need oth-
ers to come forward.  We have people from all age 
ranges and backgrounds working in the bureau, 
and many have found it one of the most interest-
ing and worthwhile experiences in their life.

Almost 80 per cent of the 2,770 workers in the 
Scottish CAB service are volunteers.  According 
to the Scottish Household Survey, over 1.2 million 
adults (23 per cent of the population) volunteer 
formally on a regular basis, with over nine million 
hours volunteered each month.

Lynn of Lorne
THE Lynn of Lorne Care Home in Benderloch 

is situated amidst the tranquillity of one of Argyll’s 
prettiest villages just 10 minutes from the heart 
of Oban.  It is a private care home run by experi-
enced management and fully trained staff .  It off ers 
care for the elderly, those with forms of dementia 
and convalescent, with each patient being assessed 
prior to admission.

Excellent 24-hour nursing care is provided for 
residents, whatever their needs, by a dedicated team 
of nursing and care staff .  Our residents also ben-
efi t from the attention of many other professionals 
including weekly GP visits and the involvement of 
chiropody, optician and dental services.  Th e hair-
dresser also visits weekly.

We are registered for 62 elderly residents which 
includes the ability to take 30 residents with de-

mentia.  First established in 1986 as a family run 
home, the new purpose built environment provides 
a friendly and caring environment with a homely 
setting.  Visitors are always made welcome at any 
time throughout the day.  Any type of special diet 
can be catered for; residents are off ered a choice 
of meal and where and when they would prefer 
to eat it.  A full range of health care services are 
provided; in addition there is a regular diversional 
therapy, regular in-house entertainment and a fully 
equipped minibus allowing excursions to a variety 
of venues.  A church service is held every month 
with care taken to cater for all denominations.

Medico
Medico was established in 1985. We specialise 

in home care for individuals who need support to 
remain independent in their own homes. We pro-
vide a variety of care and support services to assist 
service users with the activities of daily living. We 
also provide tailor made nursing solutions in vari-
ous areas of the UK.

Medico is committed to high quality care. We 
employ care workers across the UK and we pride 
ourselves on the standard of care that they de-
liver.

Medico is registered with the Care Commission 
Scotland and complies with all professional guide-
lines. We provide 24 hour, seven days a week sup-
port from care workers who are specially trained 
to deal with crisis home care situations. Th ese 
situations include night calls, personal care and 
practical services such as shopping in emergency 
situations. All our clients are treated as individuals 
and are given the care and support to ensure they 
can remain within their own home.

North Argyll House
North Argyll House is situated in a wonderful 

position, giving breathtaking views over Oban 
Bay and the Firth Of Lorn. A very attractive fea-
ture garden complements the general ambience of 
the grounds.

Th e house has a long association with the sur-
rounding community, having been established in 
1955 by local people for the benefi t of the elderly 
in the area.

North Argyll House is registered with the Scot-
tish Care Commission for 27 residents and is a 
registered charity and is a non profi t making or-
ganisation.

Th e house, although equipped with every mod-
ern comfort, retains an air of unhurried tranquil-
lity. It has a welcoming atmosphere and a sense 
of family that ensures residents feel relaxed and 
at home.

Our dedicated staff  ensure that whilst staying 
with us you will enjoy charming surroundings, 
hand prepared cuisine, quality care and, from 
the moment you walk 

through the door of North Argyll House, you will 
fi nd a very warm welcome.

Visitors are always welcome and the home op-
erates an open visiting policy.

Each resident has their own en suite room and 
are  encouraged to bring their own furnishings to 
make the room their own.

24 hour care is provided by qualifi ed care staff . 
Residents are able to maintain contact with their 
own GP and benefi t from the attention of other 
health professionals, District Nurses, chiropo-
dist, optician and dentist. Our hairdresser also 
visits weekly.

O.A.S.I.S
Oasis was established in 2001 to assist those 

involved in and aff ected by drug and substance 
misuse. We recognise that substance misuse is a 
complex issue and we will use a non judgemen-
tal approach. We provide support, information 
and advice.

It is our aim that service users lead ordinary 
lives, accessing mainstream services and devel-
oping positive relationships within the commu-
nity.

Since the establishment of OASIS other agen-
cies have been launched to provide specifi c help 
such as harm reduction, nursing and needle ex-
change.

OASIS off ers information about substance 
misuse, advice regarding help available, emer-
gency refuse in crisis, sign posting to a variety of 
agencies who may be able to assist, bereavement 
support in loss situations, assistance through 
detox and in relapse prevention.

OASIS also provide Acudetox (ear acupunc-
ture) Access to Progress To Work and DTTO 
(Drug Treatment and Testing Orders.

Woman to Woman
“How are you today?” Fine, so-so, a bit misera-

ble…? We all feel that we should be able to deal 
with whatever life throws at us, but most of us 
at some time can feel muddled or miserable. At 
woman to woman no problem is too trivial 
nor too complicated to unravel; Jen is an expe-
rienced older woman and has studied emotional 
problems for many years. Women seek her help 
for relationship and family problems, stress, de-
pression and weight problems. “Making the fi rst 
contact is the most diffi  cult part and my clients 
often laugh at how scared they felt,” says Jen. Her 
room at North Connel is a very private space 
for women to talk about their problems and be-
gin to understand what is going wrong in their 
lives. “Every woman is diff erent and sometimes 
a client needs only one visit to hear an objective 
view and talk through some alternative ways of 
tackling a dilemma.” Other problems may need 

longer, but Jen takes 
her clients through one 
step at a time, teach-
ing coping strategies, 
relaxation and positive 
steps towards improv-
ing self-esteem. ‘Phone 
Jen on (01631) 710403, 

or email an outline of your problem to: jen.
womantowoman@virgin.net

Argyll & Bute Council
IN Argyll & Bute there are children going 

through a diffi  cult time in their lives and who 
need to regain a sense of stability.  Would you 
like to help a vulnerable child through foster-
ing?

Fostering is about helping children and young 
people get through an emergency or a crisis 
in their lives.  It is about providing care on a 
temporary or long-term basis.  Th ere are many 
reasons why children have to live with foster 
carers.

Th e majority of children will have had some 
diffi  cult experiences and they may be confused, 
angry, moody or upset.  As a foster carer you will 
need to be tolerant, fl exible and patient as well 
as having lots of energy and be able to remain 
calm in a crisis.

You will also need to be able to work with the 
child’s parents and help children move on from 
your care.

Undoubtedly fostering will have a big impact 
on your life but there will also be great rewards, 
none more so than knowing you have helped a 
child in need.

As a foster carer you will have the support of a 
social worker for you and your family.

In addition you will receive an allowance to 
cover the cost of day-to-day care and a pro-
gramme of training pre and post approval.  
However long your commitment to a child, for 
three days, three weeks, or three years – it will be 
enjoyable if not easy.

If you would like to know more about fostering 
within Argyll & Bute telephone 01631 563068, 
ask for Toril Frantzen.

Relate Argyll
Anyone can have a relationship problem, re-

gardless of their age,the length of time they 
have been together, or their circumstances.

Relationship skills can be learnt, and it can 
help to talk about relationships with a counsel-
lor who has knowledge of how they can work 
better.

Relate Argyll is one of fourteen local services 
forming Relate Scotland. We have been off ering 
confi dential advice throughout Argyll & Th e Is-
lands for over twenty years.

Seeking help or advice early is common sense, 
and does not mean you are failing.

All sorts of people come to Relate Argyll and 
fi nd it helps them to understand what is going 
on in their relationships and to change things 
for the better.

Relate Argyll off er Relationship Counselling, 
Psychosexual Th erapy and if necessary Counsel-
ling by telephone.

Our volunteer counsellors are trained over 
three years to Advanced Certifi cate Level, vali-
dated by the University Of Edinburgh.

Anyone over the age of sixteen can make an 
appointment. We see both couples and indi-
viduals. You may be married, living together, in 
a same sex relationship, separated, divorced or 
single.
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Young Alex was conscripted into the 
Royal Armoured Corps in November 

1949.

Community activist and British Legion stalwart Alex Cameron looks back on his life

DUNBEG’S community activist 
Alex Cameron may have got some 
people’s backs up recently with his 
views on the proposed science park 
at Dunstaffnage. Not one to mince 
his words, he hit out at the ‘white 
settlers’ who opposed the develop-
ment, and while his remark was 
undoubtedly antagonistic, he spoke 
with the best of intentions. He is a 
man who has a deep-rooted love for 
his village.

‘I know I’ve annoyed some folk 
with that remark, but I am not go-
ing to apologise for it,’ he said this 
week.

As a member of Dunbeg Community 
Council for the past 16 years, Alex was 

local primary school in 2002 for caring 
for the village.

Another of his proudest moments came 
in November 2004 when he set up the 
Marie Curie Field of Hope in Dunbeg.

It was a cause close to his heart. ‘I had 
friends who had died of cancer and the 
MacMillan cancer nurses made it so 
much easier for the families,’ he told 
The Oban Times.

‘The whole community pulled together 
— Mums, dads and children – and that 
is something I will never forget.’

Alex Cameron, aged 76, is a man who 
loves helping local children with their 
homework, and can tell a story almost 
as well as Roald Dahl. He is also kind-
hearted and devoted to his wife.

He is also aware that he can be a blunt 
wee man, and laughingly refers to him-
self as the ‘runt of the litter’.

A British Legion stalwart, Alex is still 
recovering at home after a heart attack 

forced him into early retirement, but 
there is a lot of life left in him yet.

Barcaldine, Alex was the second young-
est child of a large family born to Jessie 
and his ex-merchant seaman father, who 
were both originally from Ardnamur-
chan.

Alex attended Barcaldine Primary 
School, and between the ages of 12 and 
14 completed a home correspondence 

cate.
‘It was a happy childhood. Each Oc-

tober all the schoolchildren were em-
ployed to gather potatoes, and during 
the war years the parents and children 
would gather brambles in September. 

‘The brambles were delivered to the 
schoolteacher Miss Anderson who was 
allocated extra sugar to produce jam. 
We would all take two slices of bread to 
school each day, lay it out in the palm of 
our hands and the teacher would spread 
it with jam.

‘Rationing stopped in the early 1950s, 
but until then there weren’t many over-
weight people around.’

When he left school at 14, young 
Alex went straight to work at Alginate 
Industries Barcaldine Limited, but life 
changed four years later when he was 
conscripted into the Royal Armoured 
Corps in November 1949. 

Basic training took place at Catter-
ick with the 17/21st Lancers, and Alex 

operator soon after.
‘I had only been at Catterick for 10 

days when we were asked to volunteer 
to give blood. Nobody would though, 
so the following Monday morning when 

lorries drove up and we were herded into 
them like cattle. 

‘The convoy took off to the camp centre 
and we were yelled and bawled at to get 
out the vehicle. We were marched into 
the medical centre and told we would all 
be giving blood under orders.

‘We got a cup of tea and a rich tea bis-
cuit afterwards and then we were back 
square-bashing...left, right, left, right, 
left, right.’

Early in 1950, Alex was posted to the 
Royal Scots Greys in Runeburg, Germa-

ing vehicle test on tanks and armoured 
cars.

‘Most British soldiers regarded Ger-
many as one of the best postings then. 
Many of my mates were posted to Ko-
rea — and several of them never came 
back,’ he said.

ers training with us who went on to make 
up the nucleus of the new Germany army 
– the Bundeswehr.’

When he was not on military manoeu-
vres with other NATO forces, Alex’s 
troop was employed on east/west Ger-
many border patrols, which involved 
arresting anyone who did not have the 
correct identity papers.

‘I found some of the stories told by the 
young German women very disturbing,’ 
he recalled.

his visit to Belsen Concentration Camp. 

range. A German mechanic who worked 
for us drove me around to see it. Barbed 
wire and buildings were still intact, in-
cluding the gas chambers — and I could 
feel a chill in my spine as we moved 
around.’

There were many happy times though, 
including having to read the love letters 
sent to his pals. 

‘Quite a few guys in my regiment 
couldn’t read or write and when they got 
letters from their sweethearts I had to 

read them out. I sometimes had to write 
back to the girls, which I found quite hi-
larious on some occasions,’ he laughs.

‘There was also lots of inter-regimental 
rivalry and brawls going on.’

 He remembers Christmas Eve 1950 
when his regiment had all gone down 
to ‘sort out’ an artillery regiment in the 
NAAFI.

another soldier came over to Alex and 
said he recognised him. 

‘We got talking and he told me his 
name was Cameron Boni and he was 
from Oban. The lads became the best of 
friends that night and wished each other 
a merry Christmas. Cameron now lives 
in Canada.’

Demobbed in November 1951, Alex 
served a further three years in the sup-
plementary reserve as a tank crewmem-
ber in NATO serving with the 2nd Royal 
Tank Regiment at Munster in 1952 and 

th Kings Own Irish Hussars back in 

quired to complete two weeks a year fur-
ther tank training with the Second Royal 

Tank Regiment.
Despite being away from Argyll, Alex 

kept up-to-date on local news by read-
ing The Oban Times, sent to him by his 
mother every week.

soon back in his old job at Alginate. 
A year later when the factory convert-

ed to mains electricity, he was seconded 
to the Forestry Commission felling and 
planting trees in Barcaldine and main-
taining bailey bridges, before a further 
move back to the factory a year after 
that.

‘The managing director was Lieuten-
ant Colonel Campbell-Preston and I felt 
that he appreciated ex-service personnel 
working for him,’ said Alex.

when he met and married his own sweet-
heart, Euphamia (Phamie) MacAllister 
from Dunbeg, in 1961.

Alex and Phamie started married life in 
North Connel, before settling in Dunbeg 
in 1964.

Taking up employment as a store-
keeper with British Telecom, it was hav-

forced Alex to retire on health grounds 

for 20 years where he helped to produce 
salmon and rainbow trout, Alex also 

Dunstaffnage estate and would spend 

Atlantic salmon from Ganavan Sands to 
Connel bridge.

Over the years, Alex has immersed 
himself in village life and still regularly 
gives up his own time to provide assist-
ance at various events.

He joined Oban and District Crime 
Prevention Panel in 1975, a year after he 
had an outboard motor stolen. It is a role 
that he takes very seriously.

His loyalty to the British army has 
never waned. As a member of the Royal 
British Legion Scotland since 1952, and 
as vice chairman of the Oban branch, 
he continues to attend regular meetings 
with his old pals and comrades.

When he left the army all those years 
ago, Alex’s military testimonial read: ‘A 
good tank driver with a basic knowledge 
of mechanics and wireless. He is reli-
able, hard working and conscientious 
with a quiet nature, but honest and trust-
worthy, clean and well turned out.’ 

Words that could still be used to de-
scribe Alex Cameron today.

Dedicated
to Dunbeg

Interview by JACKIE GRANT

Alex Cameron pictured with his beloved Dunbeg. He has been a member of the village’s community council for the past 16 years. t11dun01

With a reconnaissance troop  of the Royal Scots Greys. Alex, third row and third 
from the right, enjoyed his years based in Germany. 

Alex pictured with a tank in Fellingbostel when he returned to Germany for a 

Next week 
in your Oban 

Times: crippled 
by a bad back. 
Reporter David 
Walker tells of 

his painful
experience

Silver ballot for a golden 
opportunity
A TOP secret ballot has been car-
ried out at Inveraray Castle and pull-
ing names out of a hat was not good 
enough, a priceless piece of antique 
silver was called into service.

His Grace, the Duke of Argyll, in his 
role as lord lieutenant for Argyll and 
Bute, had the task of selecting the four 
couples from this area who will attend 
the garden party to mark the golden 
wedding of the Queen and Duke of 
Edinburgh.

Those who married in the same year 
were invited; and in the whole of Brit-

couples were eligible.
As only 4,000 couples can attend, 

there is less than a one in 10 chance 
of place.

Argyll and Bute, with 47 applica-
tions, was limited to four couples.

The Duke and Duchess made the 
draw, assisted by David Owner, Invera-
ray community councillor and George 
Seaton, clerk to the lieutenancy.

Mr Seaton said: ‘Buckingham Palace 
has sworn us to secrecy over this. We 
are not allowed to say who the couples 
are.’

Island given money to buy 
bier
COLL Community Council has been 

ease the carriage of the deceased to 

A number of volunteers on Coll have 

no undertaker or hearse.
The community council felt that the 

lack of dignity involved in the proc-
ess added to the stress of the bereaved 
and as a result asked Argyll and Bute’s 
Oban Lorn and the Isles Area Commit-
tee for a grant to buy a bier.

Councillors heard that the application 
came as a result of comments from is-
landers and mourners travelling to the 
island. The area committee has agreed 
to a 100 per cent grant to buy a four-
square lattice bier with a carriage at a 

Fire ravages Oban houses

in Oban’s Soroba Road on Sunday 
morning.

The Oban Times that 
this had been ‘amazing luck’.

Greenwood said: ‘It was very, very 
fortunate there was nobody in that 

and could have had dire consequenc-
es.’

Gerry Boyle, head teacher of Appin 
Primary School, was in Campbeltown 

Smoke badly damaged the entire 
stairwell and clearly seeped into his 
home.

As he cleared up on Monday, he said 
many of his clothes had been dam-
aged, carpets and walls were covered 
in soot and the bath and walls had ac-
tually gone sticky.

Wallace 
Optometrists
0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and
book your

comprehensive
eye examination

For

 people
who
really
care

 about
their

eyesight

Sponsored by
Wallace Optometrists
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EUROPE’S largest granite 
quary and Scotland’s only 
large coastal quarry, Glensan-
da Quarry on Loch Linnhe, 
has agreed a long term deal 
with Alfred McAlpine Plant 

twelve new large quarrying 
machines plus support equip-
ment to load and haul a mini-
mum of seven million tonnes 
of granite rock each year. 

Operated by Aggregate In-
dustries business Yeoman 
Glensanda, is uniquely posi-
tioned in that it has no road 
access, and all deliveries of 
both goods and personnel are 
brought in by sea. 

The six-year materials han-
dling contract with Alfred 
McAlpine Plant Services in-
volves the delivery of two 
CAT 992 loading shovels 
and eight CAT 777 dumpers, 
one new D9 dozer and one 

New investment for
Yeoman Glensanda

Massive trucks look like small toys 
amid the sheer scale of Europe’s 
largest granite quarry

The loading shovels and dumpers make their way across 
Loch Linnhe to Glensanda in an operation that took four days

800 tonne consignment of machinery 
transported from Staffordshire and
Glasgow via Troon and Oban to Glensanda
Komatsu pc1250 Hydraulic 
Excavator replacing Yeoman 

new. 
Colin Fergusson, quarry 

manager at Glensanda said: 
‘When you are moving the 
amount of material we do 
each year at the quarry, it is 
crucial to choose a partner 
who is a specialist in provid-
ing services that will guar-
antee maximum productivity 
at a competitive cost. Alfred 
McAlpine Plant Services 
was able to meet this require-
ment.’

The 800 tonne consignment 
was transported by low loader 

from the Finning distribution 
centre at Cannock in Staf-
fordshire and the Finning dis-
tribution centre at Glasgow to 
Troon from where it was then 
taken by P&O ferry to Oban.

Caledonian MacBrayne’s 
port manager at Oban Ken-
ny Boyd assisted with the 
transport arrangements and 
the huge units were stored at 
Oban until they were taken 
in pairs the 14 nautical miles 
across Loch Linnhe to the 
quarry’s jetty, using Yeoman 
Glensanda’s own 430 tonne 
barge, the Rose of Lorne - 

process took four days. 
Under  the Transfer of Un-

dertakings (TUPE) some 38 
Aggregate Industries employ-
ees transferred over to Alfred 
McAlpine, and employees 
had an opportunity for a one-
to-one consultation with their 
new employer. 

During the consultation 
process it was stated that all 
efforts would be used to en-
sure this particular contract 
would be undertaken by lo-
cal labour where ever avail-
able and would be supported 
by other functions within Al-
fred McAlpine Plant Services 

where and when needed. 
Throughout the term of 

the six year contract Alfred 
McAlpine will maintain the 
equipment on site with spe-
cialist support from the local 
Caterpillar dealer Finning. It 
is Alfred McAlpines’ way to 
use genuine equipment sup-
plier’s parts, and so support 
from Finnings depot at Perth 
will be integral to the success 
of this contract.

Materials produced at Glen-
sanda Quarry are transferred 
from the primary crusher us-
ing the ‘Glory Hole’ method, 
where stone is dropped down 
a 300 metres high and four 
metres in diameter vertical 
shaft then transferred on an 
underground conveyor belt by 
via a 1.8 kilometre tunnel to 
crushing, screening and stor-
age facilities before loading 
onto ocean-going ships.

All of the granite material 
produced leaves the quarry by 
sea, destined for ports around 
the UK and Europe, including 
Liverpool, Glasgow, Leith, 
Barrow-in-Furness, the Isle 
of Grain in Kent, Poland, 
Germany, France, Holland 
and occasional deliveries to 
the USA.

The quarry was incorporat-
ed into the Overseas Business 
division of Aggregate Indus-
tries in June 2006, when the 
company, a member of the 
Holcim group, bought Foster 
Yeoman, the family company 
which ran Glensanda from 
1986.

Right and below: The new 
machinery and its operators 

are dwarfed by the sheer 
scale of the quarry

Q Who has the biggest selection of holidays to choose from?

A Independent Travel Agents, as they have no ties with tour 
operators, unlike the High Street Multiples. who channel up to 
70 % of bookings to their own in house operators.

Q Who has the best technology in the travel business?

A Many independents have full internet access with state of the 

ensure our clients get the very best deals available.

Q Who has the most experienced staff?

A
that the staff is highly experienced, three of whom have man-
aged travel agencies, with a combined total of almost 70 years of 
solid travel experience for our clients to draw on.We are probably 
one of the most experienced travel agencies in Scotland.

What is an independent travel agent?
Eric Smith Worldchoice Travel is your local independent travel agent, Eric Smith F.Inst.TT, owner of  ERIC SMITH WORLD 
TRAVEL says “members of the public are often unsure what the difference is between an independent travel agent and 
any other high street agency, we tell them the difference is simple, we’re here to sell the holiday that’s right for our clients, 
other agencies are there to sell the holidays provided by their parent company”
In just one visit or  phone call to the agency you can arrange the holiday, competitive travel insurance, commission free 
travel money, car hire, up to date visa and health advice and get unbiased impartial advice on your hotel and resort from 
our continually updated online systems.
Another new and exciting service offered by the agency is help and advice on overseas property sales, with property for example 
in Southern Italy still available for between £40,000 to £50,000  pounds, with 5 star inspection trips for 3 or 4 days often available 
for under £100 . Spain, Greece, Turkey and Cyprus are also amongst other available destinations.
Booking your holidays on line? Beware of the pitfalls!
We’ve all done it, been persuaded by a neighbour that you can save a fortune 
by putting together your own holidays on the internet! What they don’t tell you is 
that by trying to save a few pounds you could end up losing all your money. 

driver, who was waiting for you yesterday, is nowhere to be seen! So you’ve lost 

The hotel however, has given away your room as you failed to turn up yesterday. 
It is usually non refundable” Sound extreme? “You’d be amazed how many people 
we have come in to book their holidays having sworn they would never go it alone 
again” said  Mr. Smith
“When you book a holiday through ERIC SMITH WORLD TRAVEL, we take care 
of everything, we know where you are if someone needs you, what to do if your 

the way.” 

ERIC SMITH has been in travel since 1973, joining one of the most famous pioneers in UK tourism, PICKFORDS 

agent route was the way forward in the UK Travel Industry.

now turns over well in excess of one million pounds per annum.

Dear Eric,

We have recently returned from our holiday in Salou which was 

very well organised by your staff. Our every need was catered for 

prior to us heading out.

Whilst there we met a few families like ourselves, who had 

worked hard and wanted the best for their money. Unfortunately 

they were not all as well advised as we were.

People were paying daily for the theme park, did not know 

about late departure facilities and also from our point of view 

Our hotel was lovely there was nothing that we did not feel 

unhappy about at all.

We just wanted to take this opportunity to thank your staff for 

providing us with the most excellent and the most professional 

customer care we could have asked for.

We are saving now for Florida in October 2007 and will most 

continue to highly recommend yourselves to friends, family and 

whoever will listen!!!

Once again thank you very much for everything your staff have 

done for us, making our holiday one to remember.

David and Ann Martin 

Oban, Argyll, United Kingdom - 15 November 2005

We offer a personal service tailored to your exact requirements, whether you are plan-
ning a trip down to Glasgow or to the other side of the World. We can make your trip more 
pleasant, by arranging things just the way you want.We will add value to your overall 
travel experience using our unrivalled experience in the Travel Business, to anticipate 
and overcome any of the myriad pitfalls of modern travel.

tation for attention to detail which ensures you have a trouble free holiday or journey, at 

We are a full service independent travel 
agency, providing business travel, leisure 
travel, packages ,tailor made travel, cruises, 
late deal bargains from £150.00,Flights uk 
and overseas, travel insurance at great rates, 
holiday and business car hire, city breaks, 
low cost airline bookings with easyjet, 
ryanair etc., Cruises, uk and overseas , 
ferry travel, rail passes,hebridean princess 
and hebridean spirit bookings,swan 
hellenic agent, voyages of discovery agent, 
commission free holiday money, airport 
hotels and parking.Our staff is probably the 
most experienced in any smaller scottish 
travel agency, with combined experience of 
around 70 years. “ We know how”.

Eric Smith Worldchoice Travel • 7-9 Stevenson Street, Oban, Argyll PA34 5NA • Tel: 01631 566818/9
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FORTEITH Foodserve is delighted 
with the success of its recent West 
Highland and Island Trade Show 
held in Oban’s Corran Halls.

Despite inclement weather, the 
show attracted a record of more than 
600 visitors and 275 businesses rep-
resented on 60 stands.

John Forteith, senior partner with 
Oban-based Forteith Foodserve, 
told The Oban Times: ‘The West 
Highland and Island Trades Show 
over two days is the biggest of its 
kind in the Highlands, and it was a 
great opportunity for us to showcase 
local trading partnerships such as 
Crannog Seafoods of Fort William 
and Easdale-based Argyll Venison.

‘It was an opportunity to let the 
area’s restaurants and retail outlets 
and businesses know that they can 
source excellent, local products.

‘We also showcased national 
trading partnerships such as 3663, 
Delice de France, Cuisine de France 
and new-to-the area Landmark and 
its ‘Hot House Retail Development’ 
programme.

‘We also reckon that the show 
brings more than 200 people to the 
town over three days when trading is 
at its quietest period of the year.’

Mr Forteith added that planning 
was already under way for a Feb-
ruary 2009 show which will see a 
record number of 90 stands.

Forteith’s show delight

A YOUNG Oban man, Euan Dewar, aged 20, 

Scotland’s Best Apprentice Electrician.
He was one of eight chosen for the Electrotech-

nical Modern Apprenticeship competition, organ-
ised by the Scottish Electrical Charitable Train-
ing Trust, the electrotechnical industry training 
body.

three days which they completed in full view 
of thousands of visitors to Scotland’s Careers & 
Jobs Fair 2008 at the SECC in Glasgow.

Euan works with Oban Electrical Services Ltd 
which has 30 employees and works throughout 
the Highlands and islands and parts of the central 
belt. Euan was one of three young electrical ap-
prentices with OES who completed a lean sweep 
of awards recently for the respective stages of 
their training at Reid Kerr College, Paisley.          

Taking boat building by 
storm

Islay company spots niche for safe and low maintenance craft

MORE jobs have been lost at the Vestas Celtic 
factory in Kintyre.

The wind turbine tower manufacturer has laid 

work saw them supervise the unloading of raw 

sections onto ships. 
This work took them not just to Campbeltown 

harbour, but also to ports all over the UK and Ire-
land.

Now some of the men are planning to set them-
selves up in business as stevedores, in Campbel-
town and elsewhere they can get work.

‘If we don’t load or unload the ships it is going 
to cost Vestas double or treble the money to hire 
people in to do the job,’ said one of the men.

Jim Mather MSP for Argyll and Bute is also the 
minister for enterprise, energy and tourism. 

He said: ‘Given that I am involved in politics 
to increase economic growth it is depressing to 
see more people facing redundancy: especially in 
Campbeltown where so many jobs have been lost 
in the recent past.

‘Whilst, I will be contacting HIE to ensure that 
they do all they can to help the people involved 

work to improve local prospects and the potential 
for the renewable energy sector.’

 He added: ‘I would hope that the recent move 
to eliminate business rates from smaller business-
es will also help the likes of Opportunity Kintyre 
to get more local businesses up and running and 
I stand ready to help that and other local initia-
tives.’

Five laid off
hope to set up
as stevedores

Danes call for
safety check
on turbines
MONTHS after a Vestas V47 wind turbine bent 
double at Beinn an Tuirc wind farm in Kintyre, 
another two collapsed violently in Denmark 
within a week of one another.

According to a report published in The Copen-
hagen Post on February 25 an investigation has 
been urged by the country’s climate minister, 
Connie Hedegaard.

A recording of the one of the wind turbines near 
the city of Århus is now featured on YouTube af-
ter it began spinning out of control during high 
winds.

It shows an explosion-like disintegration with 
one of the blades breaking off, casting debris into 
the other blades and shearing the 60-metre tower 
nearly in half.

Vestas is now conducting an internal investiga-
tion to determine the cause of the wind turbines 
breaking down.

Vesta’s spokesman, Peter Wenzel Kruse, told 
The Copenhagen Post, an English language news 
service: ‘We’ve still got about 35,000 wind tur-

‘But they’re not infallible. We’re doing what we 
can and learning from our mistakes.’

AN OBAN–based bio-fuel pioneer has 

Champions for Sustainable Communities 
awards.

Bob McIlwraith, aged 64, a biomass de-

and the Isles Energy Agency (ALIenergy) is 

in the Public/Third Sector category and has 
been recognised for his efforts to establish a 
number of renewable and sustainable wood-
fuel projects in Argyll and beyond.

The awards ceremony itself will be held 
in Edinburgh’s Apex International Hotel on 
Tuesday, March 18. The event has been or-
ganised to recognise and reward individuals 
across society who have led the way in mak-
ing their neighbourhoods and towns more 
sustainable by achieving social, economic 
and environmental improvements.

ever Forward Scotland Champions awards 
made from recycled wood and glass and all 

for their efforts. Winners will also a get the 
chance to visit another sustainable communi-
ty project or similar experience to give them 
further inspiration for their own locality.

Bob, who lives in Kilmichael of Inverlussa, 
Achnamara and enjoys cycling and swim-
ming in the Mid-Argyll Pool which is heated 
by ALIenergy’s 200kw wood-fuel boiler, 
said: “I am delighted to receive a Forward 
Scotland Champions nomination and see it 
as a recognition of the contribution biomass 
fuel can make to sustainable communities.” 

Forward Scotland, a registered charity, is 
the country’s leading independent non-gov-
ernmental organisation that works to make 
Scotland a sustainable nation in ways that 

and address issues of social justice to help 
change people’s lives for the better.

Forward Scotland’s Frazer Scott said: ‘It’s 
the power of individuals such as Bob that 
can make a real difference, and we hope the 
Awards will inspire others to make positive 
changes in their own communities.’

ONE of the world’s lead-
ing experts on entrepreneur-
ship visited Fort William last 
weekend to help Highland 
companies grow their busi-
nesses.

Ken Morse, managing di-
rector of the entrepreneurship 
center at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology (MIT), 
Boston advised around 40 
local managing directors and 
chief executives through a 
series of seminars and work-
shops at the two-day event 
over Friday and Saturday. 

Mr Morse, with 30 years 
experience in global sales 
and successful launches of a 
number of high tech compa-
nies behind him, gave del-
egates valuable insights into 
how to present themselves in 
the global marketplace while 
learning what it takes to be a 
successful entrepreneur.

Topics covered included 
maintaining customer focus, 
practising sales pitches and 
managing a global sales or-
ganisation in tough times. 

Senior development man-
ager at HIE, Laura Dingwall 
said: ‘If you want to improve 
your strategic sales skills, two 
days with Ken Morse will put 
you right on top. 

‘HIE has a great working 
relationship with MIT and a 
programme of activity is be-
ing delivered in the Highlands 
and Islands.’ 

The two-day event was or-
ganised by Fusion, whose 
role is to stimulate interest in 
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship in the region.

Euan with Alan Ross, chief executive of the 
Scottish  Electrical Charitable Training Trust.

Euan has spark

A MOVE to buy the former 
RAF base at Machrihanish on 
behalf of Kintyre communi-
ties was proposed at the latest 
meeting of the Kintyre Initia-
tive Working Group (KIWG).

Councillor John Semple, 
chairman of KIWG, has de-
scribed it as a ‘Claim of Right’ 
over the Ministry of Defence 
(MOD) Base at Machrihanish 
after Defence Estates which 
runs the site for the MOD, 
said they want to dispose of 
the old Cold War base. 

Councillor Semple said: ‘I 
would seek to form a group of 
community stakeholders rep-
resenting Kintyre communi-
ties and interested parties, to 
work with Defence Estates, 
the Scottish government and 
its potential agencies, poten-
tial developers and investors, 
in support of this.’

The move could see the use 

the area and see jobs created 
if it was to be successful.

 Minister for enterprise, tour-
ism and energy Jim Mather 
MSP said: ‘More people here 
want sustainable, rewarding 
work.’

Alan Reid MP thinks that 
the outcome that would prob-
ably bring most jobs to Kin-
tyre would be for the MOD to 
re-open Machrihanish as an 
RAF base.  He said: ‘Howev-
er, should they sell it, then a 
community group which had 
already registered its interest 
would be entitled to buy the 
base at the market price. 

‘If a community group puts 
forward a business plan that 
has the support of the wider 
community in Kintyre, then 
I would support them and 
would urge Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and Argyll 
and Bute Council to support 
the bid with funding.’

Jobs hope 
for former
RAF base

Islay-based StormCats can produce around 20 boats each year despite only employing eight local people, seven of whom are 

AN ISLAY boatbuilding company that 
has supplied craft to customers all over 
Britain has become the largest manufac-
turer of glass reinforced plastic (GRP) 
boats in Scotland. 

StormCats is based in Lagavulin and 
has sent Catamaran GRP and monohull 
boats to many places including Cornwall, 
Southern Ireland and County Durham. 

Managing director, Gus Newman, aged 
39, had considerable experience of the 
sea before establishing the ship building 
company StormCats in 1999.

He has owned a boat since he was 12 

and a commercial diver for 10 years. 
He told The Oban Times that while the 

viously were adequate for dive charters 
in the summer, they offered no protec-
tion against the elements in the wintry 
weather.

He said: ‘During the winter there was 
no shelter on these boats, so we decided 
to look at purchasing a Catamaran. What 
we discovered though was that these 
boats were not strong enough to compete 
with the elements of the west coast. The 
only answer seemed to be to design and 
build our own.’

With his father Iain, Gus built a mould 
and approached architects Murray Cor-
mack Associates who used computer 
technology to calculate the exact dimen-
sions needed for the conditions off the 
west coast, north channels and Irish Sea 
waters.

‘It took us about a year and a half to get 

he said, ‘She was launched in May 1999 
and was a much sturdier design to cope 
with the weather here. She was sold to 
someone from Brighton.’

This launch paved the way for four 
further Cats of the same design and then 
Gus spotted a gap in the market.

‘There was a lack of affordable, low 
maintenance but tough 5.9m monohulls 
for sea angling and family fun boats that 

ria enjoyed by the Cat.’ 
Today the company can produce around 

20 boats of four different designs each 
year despite only employing eight local 

Gus explained: ‘We are moving in a 
new direction that will see us using no 
wood at all in our boats. Wood rots and 
it is costly to maintain. Our boats will 
need minimal maintenance and they will 
be much more durable which means they 
will last longer.’

To survive in such a competitive market 

place StormCats knew they had to offer 
added value to their products and one 
way is through safety, bearing in mind 
the tough conditions the boats are used 
in.

June McAfee, marketing manager, ex-
plained: ‘In order to conform to the Rec-
reational Craft Directive it is imperative 
to provide a failsafe buoyancy system so 
that in the event of the hull being inad-
vertently damaged the boat will continue 

This system is a unique one designed 
by the company and uses recycled plastic 
bottles.

Gus explained how it works. ‘We used 
to use polyurathane foam but it had its 

with up to 600 plastic bottles which act 
like individual watertight compartments. 
As they are located below the deck away 
from sunlight there is little, if any, degre-
dation even over a long period of time.’

As a member of the local Coastguard, 
Gus uses one of his own boats, Storm-
Breaker 710, for rapid response because 
of its safe and reliable design.

Now the company aims to build up 
its reputation locally. ‘It’s really quite 
ironic,’ said Gus, ‘We’ve sold boats all 
over Britain but on the west coast we are 
still not that well known. We hope people 
here will recognise the merits of our de-
signs that are built on site here in Islay.’ 

Report by JENNY LYON

Bio-fuel pioneer is
nominated for award

Bob MacIlwraith is working on sustainable woodfuel projects. 

Firms told
how they
can grow

OBAN pupils who are on the verge of leaving school this summer have 
been learning about the ‘Third Option’ – starting up their own business.

The sixth years from Oban High took part in a workshop about self-em-
ployment. Claire Evans, who has recently set up her own massage thera-

experiences.

pupils is perceived to be for them to continue into further education or 
secondly seek employment with a company. 

It is organised by HIE Argyll and the Islands and Stewart Miller Associ-
ates (Scotland) with similar workshops in Tarbert, Lochgilphead, Islay and 
Dunoon.  HIE’s Donald Melville said: ‘The seminars are about taking the 
students out of the school environment and teaching them the pros and 
cons of self-employment, using theory, practical and interactive exercises 
and case studies.’ Stewart Miller said: ‘Small businesses are the lifeblood 
of the Scottish economy and in Argyll our business start-up rate is lower 
than in other parts of the UK. In Argyll many pupils leave the area to attend 
university and/or seek careers and never return. We want to provide the ba-
sic information for pupils so they can make informed decisions about con-
sidering self employment as a possible career option in their local area.’

Self-employed Claire Evans, centre, with pupils attending the workshop at Oban’s Caledo-
nian Hotel and Donald Melville and Stewart Miller. t11emp01

Pupils learn about
becoming their own boss
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www.oban.org.uk the definitive web 
guide to Oban that enjoys 20 million hits 

We can help you to help your business.
Visit: www.oban.org.uk

TODAY!

At the 
Cinema

WHAT’S ON GUIDE
CONTACT - 01631 568000

Tuesday 11th - Saturday 15th March
F W Holroyd Art Gallery March Exhibition -
Original Paintings of Local Landscapes by
David Mitchell, 10-5pm
Monday 17th March
The Gliondar Ensemble - a varied programme 
of music for wind ensemnble, St John’s
Cathedral, Oban at 7.30pm
Tuesday18th - Thursday 20 March
North Lorn Drama Festival, Appin Village 
Hall, 7.30pm
Friday 21st March
Red Hot Chilli Pipers, Corran Halls, Oban, 
8pm
Saturday 29th March
Black Beat Beatles, Corran Halls, Oban, 8pm
Saturday 29th March
Annual Auction, Oban Livestock Centre, 
10.30am. Contact any Rotraian or call 01631 
564848
Tuesday 1st April - Friday 4th April
Lorn Drama Festival, Corran Halls, Oban, 
7.30pm prompt
Sunday 4th May
ABCD 10k Rave

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

If you were a builder, you’d choose this week 
to prepare plans to build your show house. 
Anything that requires patience, a sure hand 
and common sense will come naturally to you. 
However, if you are more gregarious, you can 

more “you time”. If so, don’t feel guilty about 
this. Privacy can be essential. Call me for your 
romantic forecast in full…

Teamwork can take you far. Even if you’re a 
Taurus who loves doing your own thing, joining 
with, rather than going it alone, can be good for 
the soul and be fun. If you belong to clubs of 
any type these too can be a rewarding area. In 
romance, the friendship element of a current 
relationship can shine through, or will it be 
a pal’s attraction for you? Call to hear which 
zodiac signs can be fun…

You’ve needed to be more independent 
and someone may have found this hard to 
understand. This person could have a traditional 
mindset and believe your responsibilities should 

common than you thought. Job-hunting? The 
signs are promising Gemini. Call for more on 
Saturn’s link with feisty Mars…

A super time for a vacation. Fresh air, brisk 
walks and extra sleep can all be perfect. If this 

in the year. Psychologically, having something 
to look forwards to can give you a lift. With 
Mars now back in your sign, people can seem 
more receptive – important if you desire 
greater approval and respect. Call to hear why 
higher education is key… 

A sultry time ensues. Seems unlikely? Where’s 
your faith Leo? Your romantic situation can 
change quite radically by the months end, and 
this can come from your own growing ease 
with being close. Dialogue is important, but it is 
intimacy - if a situation feels right - that can help 
to bond you and your amour, or bring someone 
new to your world. Call to hear how someone 
can be so generous…

If one relationship has drained you, is it because 
you’ve been obsessing with the areas that make 
you different? If so, this week’s healing and 
diplomatic moves of Mercury and Venus can 
see an improvement. If you shift a little and 
the other person does too, you can both soon 

to aspire to. Call your Virgo Prediction Line for 
more details…

If you’ve been enjoying yourself, it’s time to get 
your mindset back on life’s nitty-gritty issues. 
A few early nights may neither be amiss. And 
the more you concentrate on the things you 
have been avoiding, the more the sense of 
satisfaction you’ll develop. If you work behind 
the scenes, great strides can be made - even if 
this is not commented upon. Call me for more 
advice and insights…

Both short and long term hopes start to shape 

also you can feel a good deal more sociable. If 
you’ve been waiting for the right moment to let 
someone know that you’re attracted to them, 

to do so now. Your sense of humour can help 
to beguile them. Call to hear who can be very 
alluring now…

As happy in your home as you could be? 
Even if your abode is comfortable, you can 
be minded to play host. Yet if you have been 
thinking of a new decorative scheme, now 

a more nurturing vibe. Old memories can be 
happily shared between you and loved ones. 
Call me for your cash scope…

Your ruler Saturn forges a link to the go-
getting Mars and on this occasion, the union 
can be productive. If you need to get an expert 
opinion, this guidance can prove invaluable. 
The pace of life can also zip along this week 
and there can be lots of happy chatter to enjoy. 
Take on mental challenges and quizzes – you 
can truly shine. Call to here why ideas are so 
important now…

Attention to detail can have positive 
implications. Your ideas have been farsighted, 
but it’s how you apply them that count’s from 

particularly, can start to pick-up. Indeed before 
March comes to a close, there can be a pure 
piece of luck. Even if you’re not fatalistic, a 
turning point can be reached. Call me if you are 
in the mood for a sultry time…

Astrology is like the seasons. Everything goes 
in cycles and this week can be an encouraging 
time. The self-doubts, anxieties and hidden 
issues that have plagued you can now melt 
away. Expect your popularity to pick-up too 
Pisces. A new Spring romance can soon be in 
the air or a tie that has bumped along the bottom 
can begin to revive. Call to hear why this can be 
a time of new starts…

FORT WILLIAM Accordion and Fiddle Club, 
held their March club night in the Railway Club 
when, once it was again well supported by local 
musicians, with the senior star turn of the night, 
octogenarian Jackie Henderson on his little but-
ton box, who gave an outstanding performance 
of lovely old time tunes. 

The rapturous applause from the audience 
proved he could still delight his listeners. 

played well, as did the seniors.
Visiting box player, Willie Buchanan from 

North Connel gave a grand selection of tunes on 
the accordion.

Two of the newer youngsters, Ruari Edmond 

treat to listen to and Ruari’s accordion tutor John 
Cameron accompanied them on keyboard. 

Guest artist for the night with a grand musical 
performance was Marian Anderson Band with 
Marian on accordion, Issy Hodgson on keyboard 
and Max Ketchin on drums.

The next Fort William Accordion and Fid-
dle Club night will be in the Railway Club, on 
April,1 when guest artists will be Burns Brothers 
Band from Falkirk.

with accordion tutor John Cameron

Young and old 
combine for a 
great club night
at Fort William

MEMBERS of Lochaber Natu-
ral History Society heard about 
proposals for the re-introduc-
tion of the European beaver 
Castor faber to Scotland from 
Martin Gaywood of Scottish 
Natural Heritage at their Febru-
ary meeting.

The speaker explained that 
this beaver is a ‘keystone spe-
cies’ that plays an important 
role in wetland habitats, to the 

widely. Beavers are large, semi-
aquatic rodents with character-
istic curved incisors, webbed 

waterproof pelt.  They live in 
family groups and may have 
2-3 pairs of kits per year. The 
main predator is wolf, but white 
tailed eagle and mink have been 
known to take kits.  In captivity 
the animals live to 13-14 years.

By 1900 the distribution of 
European beaver across Eur-
asia had become patchy, hav-
ing become extinct in Britain 
400-600 years ago. There is 
archaeological evidence for the 
presence of beaver in Britain 
from 13500BC. European bea-
vers became extinct in Britain 
principally due to hunting for 
the waterproof pelt and the cas-
toreum from the anal glands. A 
secondary cause of the decline 
was habitat loss at a local level. 

Dr Gaywood explained that 
proposals to reintroduce the 

beaver to Scotland have been 
worked on since 1994. Reintro-
duction aims to establish a spe-
cies in part of its historical range 
where it has become extinct. To 
protect the species and the do-
nor site any reintroduction must 
be done to strict guidelines set 
out by the International Union 
for the Conservation of Nature. 

Based on availability of suit-
able habitat, studies have shown 
that Scotland could support up 
to 5000 beavers. Knapdale in 

al’ release site for 3-4 families 
of beaver. The site was chosen 
as the suitable habitat is well 
contained and there is a good 
infrastructure already in place 
for wildlife watching.

Consultation was undertaken 
to gauge public, including lo-
cal opinion. The result of the 
consultation was that a major-
ity were in favour. There are 

potential socio-economic ben-

releasing beavers, but concerns 

ing interests. The concerns 
raised included risk of failure, 
expense, impact on habitats and 
species. Beavers have a cop-
picing effect on native ripar-
ian trees, burrow into riverside 
banks and on occasions build 
dams.

In January 2002 SNH made 
an application to the Scottish 
Executive, but this was turned 
down in September 2005. Dur-
ing 2007 the Scottish Govern-
ment indicated interest in re-
viewing this and in December 
2007 Scottish Wildlife Trust 
and the Royal Zoological So-
ciety of Scotland submitted a 
licence application. A decision 
is expected in the next few 
months.

Could there be attempts to 
release beavers in England 
and Wales before Scotland and 
what about ‘clandestine’ escap-
ees? There have been a number 
of successful reintroductions of 
the beaver across Europe from 
which we can learn should it go 
ahead in Scotland.

The next meeting of Lochaber 
Natural History Society is on 19 
March in the Alexandra Hotel, 
Fort William at 7.30pm when 
Alison Austin will talk on the 
work of the John Muir Trust.

Lochaber hears of beaver introduction

ASPIRING Gaelic songwriters are being invited 
to pitch their efforts in a national radio competi-
tion.

Runrig’s Calum MacDonald is on a panel of ex-
perts on BBC Radio Nan Gaidheal’s Rapal pro-
gramme which will be judging the entries.

Rapal producer Seumas MacTaggart said: ‘We 
will be choosing a winning song and looking 
at the lyrics and music and for new innovative 
styles. We’re keen for everyone to have a go, 
even if it’s just a tune recorded on a tape recorder 
with no accompaniment, along with hand written 
words.’ 

Can you write a Gaelic song?

BENDERLOCH and North 
Connel Drama Club have 

brought down the curtain on 
their latest successful produc-
tion called ‘Mixed Broth’ in 

the Corran Halls, Oban.
The two-night stage show 

took place last Thursday and 
Friday to an enthusiastic 

audience.The club performed 

and two small sketches dem-
onstrating the acting skills of 
the cast, both young and old.

The three main plays from the 
evening will compete in the 
forthcoming drama festivals 

in Oban and Appin.  
t11dra01 

Drama club bring the curtain down

Na h-Oganaich back in Oban
THE REFORMING of 1970s 
Gaelic folk group Na h-Ogana-
ich saw a big crowd turn up for 
their concert in Oban.

The trio, made up of Margaret 
MacLeod, Donnie MacLeod and 
Noel Eadie, played the town’s 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls be-
fore a Scotland-wide audience.

The Gaelic folk group were 

joined by Billy Anderson on 
accordion and Raymond Gath-
erham on drums. Supporting 
the group was the Iain Angus 
MacLeod Band with United 
Auctions Donald Morrison 
compering the auction which 
raised £200 towards funds for 
the Royal National Mod which 
comes to Oban next year.

One of the organisers Margaret 
McLellan said: ‘Na h-Oganaich 
were superb and just as good as 

nie MacLeod had us in stitches 
with his comedy act. We are 
very grateful to everybody who 
came along especially those 
from Glasgow, Sutherland and 
Skye.’

Left to right; Nicol Eadie, Morag and Donnie MacLeod of Na h-Oganaich. t11don01

HIGHLAND THEATRE
www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

FROM FRIDAY 21st March 

PROGRAMME SUBJECT TO CHANGE. PLEASE CONSULT WITH 
BOX OFFICE 1 WEEK IN ADVANCE OF ADVERTISED SHOW.

Cert 12A   108 mins
Fri 8.30  Sat & Sun 3.45 & 8.30 
Mon-Thur 6.15 & 8.30
Cert U    86 mins
Fri 6.15  Sat & Sun 1.45 & 6.15

10,000 BC

Cert 15    89 mins   1 WEEK ONLY
6.15 Daily  1.30 Sat & Sun MatineesSEMI-PRO

BLOOD
Cert 15   158 mins  1 WEEK ONLY
8.15 Daily  3.30 Sat & Sun Matinees

Please contact Pat on 01852 300362

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
www.smallpaws.co.uk

9yr old Labrador.  Plenty bounce 
with a super nature.  Big lad and

strong.  Needs an experienced home.

CALI

PET 
OF THE 
WEEK

Oban And District 
Provincial Mod

1st May, 2008

Entries due by 2nd 
May, 2008 

Entry forms, etc. from the 
Secretary: 

Tel: 01631  710  314
e-mail: seccganobain@

aol.com

Coffee Morning
Saturday 15th March
10.30am – 12.30pm

Congregational 
Church Hall

In aid of
Cash for Kids

Oban FM

Homebaking
Teas Coffee

FASNACLOICH 
GUN CLUB

Open Shoot
Sat 15th 
March

2x25 DTL
12 noon start

Park Primary School

Easter Fair
Saturday 15th March

10am-12noon

Teas & Coffees with 
Home Baking, Stalls, 

Raffle
Easter Bonnet Parade

Stories for 
all ages from

Kyrgzstan
in a visiting Yurt

Saturday 22 March
10 - 4pm

Entry by museum ticket

 For further details & diary 
of events 

contact 01546 510278
www.kilmartin.org

Th e Gliondar Ensemble
(fl ute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, french horn)

A varied programme of music for wind ensemble

Monday 17th March 2008
at 7.30 pm

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Tickets £8, £7 Concession, £2 Students, 

under  18 free

Part of an Argyll and Bute concert tour 
subsidised by Enterprise Music Scotland

Oban Art Society
‘Th e Fyne Studios Double Act’

Don McNeil 
and Jean Bell

Th is is an artistic 
HAPPENING and 
involves everyone.  
It will be FUN.

In Glencruitten Church Hall
(Main hall) Oban

Friday 14th March 7.30pm
Visitors’ welcome

Netherlorn 
Piping Society

Presents
Inveraray & District Pipe

Band
(Current World Champions)

in the
Argyllshire Gathering Halls

Wednesday 19th March 2008
At 7.30pm

Adm. Adults £3 Child Free
All proceeds to go towards the 
development of piping in lorn

10,000 BC
CERT ‘12A’

With the end of the 
Ice Age dooming the 
Yagahl mammoth 
hunters’ way of life, 
the mountain tribe 
await a prophesied 
warrior saviour. 
Uncertain youth D’Leh 

slave raiders capture 
the young men and 
D’Leh’s beloved Evolet 

perilous journey across 
the world to save his 
people.

 The mammoths 
aren’t all that is 
wild and woolly in 
this innocent, old-
fashioned, amusingly 
self-important, enter-
tainingly mad, rip-
snorting throwback 
to vintage Saturday 
matinee fare, with all 
the fantastic set piece 
thrills state-of-the-art 
technology can throw 
at it, sit back and enjoy 
the spectacle. Roland 
(“THE DAY AFTER 

Emmerich directs. 

HORTON 
HEARS A WHO

CERT ‘U’

An  imaginative 
elephant named Horton 

a faint cry for help 
coming from a tiny 

through the air.

 Although Horton 
doesn’t know it yet, 
that speck houses an 
entire city named Who-
ville, inhabited by the 
microscopic Whos, led 
by the Mayor (Steve 

 Despite being ridiculed 
and threatened by his 
neighbours who think 
he has lost his mind, 
Horton is determined 
to save the particle...
because “a person’s 
a person no matter 
how small.” This CGI 

makers of of the “Ice
Age
the beloved children’s 

in 1954, by Ted Geisel, 
who wrote under the 
pen name Dr Seuss. 
Special pre-release 
previews this weekend.

SEMI-PRO

CERT ‘15’

Will Ferrell plays 
Jackie Moon, a one-hit 
wonder who uses the 

of his chart-topping 
song “Love Me Sexy” 
to achieve his dream 
of owning a basketball 
team.

But Moon’s franchise, 
the Flint Michigan 
Tropics, is the worst 
team in the league 
and in danger of 
folding when the ABA 
announces its plans to 
merge with the NBA. 
If they want to survive, 
Jackie and the Tropics 
must now do the 
seemingly impossible 
– win.

 Making the most of 
its 70’s setting, this 
is   another chunk 
of likeable stupidity 
from Ferrell with an 
eclectic supporting 
cast including Woody 
Harrelson and Andre 
Benjamin.

THERE WILL 
BE BLOOD 

CERT ‘15’

A sprawling epic of 
family, faith, power 
and oil,  set on the 
incendiary frontier of 
California’s turn of 
the century petroleum 
boom.

 The story chronicles 
the life of Daniel 
Plainview (Daniel Day-

himself from a down 
and out, raising a son 
on his own, into a self-
made oil tycoon. When 
we meet Plainview , 
he’s a silver miner in 
search of his fortune, 
using only the sparks 
from a pickax to light 
his way.

 By the time we 
leave the character, 
he’s sequestered in 
a mansion, a bitter 
robber baron raging at 
the heavens.

 How he goes from 
rugged individualist 
to rotting, soulless 
millionaire, and what 
that arc says about the 
dark heart of Americas 
capitalistic obsessions 
is the meat of Paul 
Thomas Anderson’s 

intense performance 
by Lewis quite rightly 
won him the best Actor 
Oscar in what has been 
hailed as a modern 
American masterpiece.

An Comunn Gaidhealeach
Cruachan Branch

CEILIDH
Saturday 15 March

 at 7.45pm
Taynuilt Village Hall
OHS Pipe Band, Maeve 

Mackinnon, Donald MacIvor, 
Ceann Tuirc, Joanie Ma-

cLachlan, Michael Garvin, 
Davey Paterson.

Admission £3, Members & 
Children £2 incl Tea

ANNUAL AUCTION
to be held on Saturday 29th March 2008 

at Oban Livestock Centre - 10.30am
All Proceeds to Local Good Causes

Donations of saleable furniture and 
all household items now being taken

Please contact any Rotarian or call Oban 564848

Last

Saturday
In

March



Thursday 13 March, 2008 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 17PROPERTY
MORHAM & BROTCHIE

Providing Domestic and Commercial 
Property Valuation throughout the

West Highlands and Islands
5 Stafford Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NJ

Telephone 01631 563721
Fax 01631 566566

E-mail: admin@morhambro.co.uk

Chartered SurveyorsWest Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

PROPETY  WANTED

COMMERCIAL

PROPETY TO LET

HOUSE TO LET  - ONICH
A rare opportunity to rent a brand new 
3 bedroomed (all ensuite) unfurnished

detached house on long term let.
Lounge/sun room, dining room/play area,

Kitchen with Fridge/Freezer, dishwasher, gas cooker.

Excellent location near to sea.
£675 pcm + bills & C/T 
Tel: 01855 821116

ROOM TO LET
In Central Oban

Flat
£411 pcm

This includes 
elect, telephone, 

C/Tax and wireless 
broadband.
Would suit 

professional person
Telephone: 

07810 357996

HOUSE TO LET
Inchree, Onich,

Fort William
Modern, 4 Bedrooms  

-  3 en suite,
Large garden and extensive 

parking area,
no pets, non smokers.
For more information:

 Telephone
07767 452577

TO LET
TAYNUILT

Furnished 1 
Bedroom Cottage
Available for long let, 

min. 6 months
£380 pcm + Bills

Sorry no D.S.S., smokers 
or pets

Dep. and Ref. required
Contact Box No 4, 

Oban Times, PA34 4HB

Wooden Chalet 
25ft x 13ft.

Sitting room with French 
doors to outside decking, 
bathroom with bath and 
shower, basin and W.C.. 

bedroom and double 
bed. Fully insulated. Gas 
central heating and instant 
hot water. 2nd bedroom 
extension 9ft x 6ft incl. 

Ideal for couple or letting accommodation. 
Must be uplifted in one piece plus extension in extra piece.

Contact Jane and Falcon Scott 
on 01852 500 281 

or email jane@lochshunalodges.co.uk

£9,000 ono

FOR SALE  - THE SMIDDY BISTRO
Lochgilphead

LICENSED BISTRO and COFFEE SHOP

Freehold Property with Excellent Turnover 
and Potential to Increase Business

Good Year Round Local 
and Seasonal Tourist Trade

Enquiries: 07796 862032

distance of all shops and local services. Fully 
furnished.  Prospective tenants will only need per-
sonal items to enable them to live comfortably in this 

room, box room, bath/shower room. 6 month short 
assured tenancy. References required. No D.S.S.

Abacus Buildings (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

FOR RENT - Top Flat (R), 10 Soroba Road, Oban

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

FLAT TO RENT
One bedroom Flat

Available from 
March 17th

Central Oban
Fully furnished, 
private parking

£450 pcm + Bills
No D.S.S.

Tel: 07760 276226

FROM its slightly elevated position in Ardtun, a 
scattered crofting settlement just a stone’s throw 
from the amenities at Bunessan, Cnoc Mor en-
joys expansive views across the enchanting 
landscape of the Ross. 
 The local coastline, a mixture of breathtak-
ing geology and luxuriant white sands, is only 
a short distance away, but it is possible to en-
joy far-reaching vistas of Loch na Laithach, the 
Wilderness and distant mountains without leav-
ing the house. 
 Whilst eminently suited as a family home, be-
ing excellently situated for exploring the south 
of Mull, Cnoc Mor may also lend itself to pro-
viding bed and breakfast accommodation for 
the island’s many visitors.
Approached by a sweeping driveway, the house 

itself is a substantial detached villa offering ex-

tion replete with integrated storage solutions.
Presented in a contemporary yet homely style 

tion is thoughtfully arranged over two levels and 
consists of a vestibule, reception hall, lounge, 
dining kitchen, dining room, four bedrooms, a 

Fully double glazed, with an attractive mixture 

to a welcoming inner hall which gives access to 
the lounge, kitchen, bedroom one, the bathroom 

age cupboard. 
The generously sized lounge has a focal-point 

bay window with integral seating to make the 
most of the views across the surrounding croft-

land to Loch na Laithach. French doors open to 
the dining room, which also enjoys delightful 
views over the surrounding countryside.
The kitchen has an extensive range of Shaker-

tiled splashbacks and an integrated double oven 

gas hob with an extractor hood, and demarcates 
the kitchen from a breakfasting area where patio 
doors open to the rear of the property.

workstation. The family bathroom, extensively 
tiled, features a three piece suite in white.
A carpeted staircase with attractive pine wall 

panelling curves to the upper landing to form a 
gallery with access to the remaining three bed-
rooms and shower room.
Bedrooms two and three both enjoy views 

through twin dormer windows towards Loch 

The fourth bedroom enjoys lovely views to dis-
tant mountains and the shower room has a WC, 
wash hand basin and Respatex coated shower 
cabinet with an electric shower.
Outside, timber decking to three sides of the 

house allows plenty of scope for enjoyment of 
the long summer evenings. A fenced area of 
well-tended garden accompanies the property, 
and there is also a garage or workshop complete 
with light and power.
To complement the property, a considerable 

area of croft land, and a nearby barn, currently 
the subject of an outline planning application, 
may also be available by separate negotiation. 
Offers over £275,000 are invited for Cnoc Mor 
by the selling agents, DM MacKinnon Estates.

Substantial family home on
the sought-after Ross of Mull

Cnoc Mor on the picturesque Ross of Mull

PARK ROAD, OBAN
For Sale:  An attractively 
presented modern Semi 
Detached House offering 
well proportioned family ac-
commodation in a popular 
residential area on the fringe 
of the town comprising: Vesti-
bule, Hall, Lounge, Kitchen, Dining Room, Cloakroom, 3 Bed-
rooms (1 With En-Suite Shower Room), Bathroom.  Double 
glazing and Total Control electric heating.  Good sized garden 
with driveway/parking and Shed.  Offers over £175,000.

POLVINISTER ROAD, OBAN
For Sale:  A well presented, 
upgraded Detached House 

the front over Polvinister 
Pond in this sought after 
residential area on the fringe 
of the town.  The spacious 
accommodation provides Vestibule, Hall, Lounge, Dining 
Room, Kitchen, Snug, Study, 4 Bedrooms (1 En-Suite), 
Bathroom.  Double glazing, electric heating system.  
Situated in a sizeable mature garden with driveway.  Timber 
sheds, basement store. Offers over £265,000.

LISMORE CRESCENT, OBAN
For Sale:  A most com-
fortable, well proportioned 
Ground Floor Flat situated 
in an established residential 
area convenient to local 
amenities.  Comprises Hall, 
Lounge, Kitchen, 2 Bed-
rooms, Bathroom, 2 Stores.   Double glazing, effective 
electric heating system.  Attractive private garden with 
Shed.  Communal drying green. Offers over £95,000.

COMBIE STREET, OBAN
For Sale: A compact, well 
presented First Floor 
Flat, suitable for letting 
or as a starter home, con-
veniently situated within 
walking distance of the 
town centre.  Electric 
heating, double glazing.  Easily maintained accommo-
dation comprising Hall, Lounge, Kitchen, Bedroom, 
Bathroom.   Offers over £75,000.

BENVOULIN GARDENS, OBAN
For Sale:  An impressive 
and extensively refurbished 
Victorian Villa commanding 
superb sea and island views 
from its elevated position 
in an exclusive small group 
of individual homes within 
wooded grounds high above the town.  Set in its own 
mature garden ground extending to approximately three-
quarters of an acre, the generously proportioned and elegant 

Ground Floor –Vestibule, Hall, Boot Room, Lounge, 
Kitchen/Dining Room, Family/TV Room, Study, Utility 
Room, Cloakroom.  First Floor - 2 En-Suite Bedrooms with 
Dressing Areas, Further En-Suite Bedroom.  Upper Floor 
– 3 Bedrooms, Bathroom.  Gas central heating and double 
glazing.  External Workshop and Store.  Sea-facing lawns 
and terrace, ample parking. Offers over £550,000.

Solicitors
KINTYRE ESTATE AGENCY

Castlehill, Campbeltown, 
Argyll, PA28 6AR

Telephone (01586) 552317 
Fax (01586) 554719

(24-Hour Answering Service)

57 Lochnell Street, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8JN

Telephone (01546) 602581
E-mail:

mail@cdm-law.co.uk

FOR SALE
15 SEALAND, PENINVER, BY CAMPBELTOWN

This semi-detached dwelling house is situated in the popular holiday 
location of Peninver about 5 miles from Campbeltown.  The property 
is in a particularly quiet corner location with views to farmland.  
The accommodation comprises living room/dining room, kitchen, 
three bedrooms and bathroom.  There is an attractive, good sized 
garden to the front and a back garden with outlook to hills and 
woodland beyond. 

C & D Mactaggart

BUILDING PLOT  FOR SALE

No 4 Site
Craiggowan Crescent

Campbeltown

For further details telephone
01586 552954 (day)

01586 554969 (night)

TO LET
Two Bedroom Flat

Fully furnished
Campbeltown

No DSS

Phone
Springbank
Distillery

01586 552085

TO LET
Unfurnished
3 bedroom 
bungalow in 

Connel village.
£650 pcm. entry by 
prior arrangement.

please contact 

01631 566627
(tue to thur - 9am to 5pm)

SORRY NO DSS

• M A C A R T H U R •
• S T E W A R T •

Visit our website at www.macarthurstewart.co.uk

RETAIL UNIT, 95 HIGH STREET,
FORT WILLIAM

Situated on a prominent 
location on the main 
thoroughfare of the 
Town, the subjects com-
prise retail premises over 
the ground and basement 

three storey property. 

accommodation with attractive window frontage and 
the basement is used for storage/ staff purposes.
The property is suitable for general retail use and the 

ished. Price Region: £185,000

FORT WILLIAM OFFICE           (01397) 702455

www.dmkestates.co.uk

01631 566122

Chartered Surveyors Land and Estate Agents
2 Gibraltar Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AY
T: 00 44 (0) 1631 566 122
F: 00 44 (0) 1631 564 764
enquiries@dmkestates.co.uk
www.dmkestates.co.uk

CAIRNMORE, DERVAIG
An excellent opportunity 
to acquire a substantial 
detached stone-built 
property in the picturesque 
village of Dervaig.  Set at 
the rear of a large garden, 
the house offers generous 
accommodation comprising 
three bedrooms, a study or fourth bedroom, a living room, 
kitchen and bathroom.  Although the property is in need of 
some upgrading, Cairnmore houses a wealth of attractive 
original features including cast iron open fireplaces and solid 
wood flooring. Offers Over £165,000

ARDPOLL HOUSE, EASDALE
Delightful cottage in the 
heart of Easdale Island 
with views to the harbour.  
The beautifully presented 
accommodation consists of: 
two bedrooms, bathroom, 
living room, dining room, 
kitchen and extensive 
converted loft space in three compartments.  Walled 
garden on two sides.  Heating by electric night storage 
heaters, panel heaters and feature multi-fuel stove in living 
room.  An excellent permanent or holiday island base, 
with proven letting credentials.   Offers Over £155,000

TIGH NA BOCHD, ARDTUN
Exceptionally well-presented 
double cottage in a stunning 
coastal location with views 
across Loch na Làthaich to 
the Treshnish Isles.  The 
accommodation, which 
although extensively renovated retains the cottage’s 
original charm, consists of: three bedrooms, living 
room, kitchen with dining area, family bathroom, utility 
room and large developed loft space.  Complemented 
by delightful walled gardens and a garage, the sale also 
includes a ruin with future development potential.  A 
wonderful opportunity to acquire a lovely permanent 
home, holiday bolthole or lucrative letting property on 
the sought-after Ross of Mull.   Offers Over £190,000

DUNSKEIG, WEST BANK ROAD, 
ARDRISHAIG, ARGYLL

Imposing stone built Victorian Villa in close proximity to 
and overlooking the scenic Crinan Canal in the desirable 
coastal town of Ardrishaig.  Over two floors the extensive 
accommodation comprises: Large hallway, sitting room, 
dining room, kitchen, utility room, 5 bedrooms, family 
bathroom, shower room.  Mature gardens on all sides 
extending to approximately 0.75 acres (0.30ha).  Large 
double garage.  Two outbuildings.  Driveway with ample 
parking for a number of cars.  Oil fired central heating.  
Double glazing. Offers over £375,000

CARA, GLEN LONAN ROAD, TAYNUILT
A rare opportunity to 
acquire a contemporary five 
bedroom detached modern 
home situated within the 
sought after village of 
Taynuilt just a short drive 
from Oban and with walking 
distance of the local village 
amenities.  Finished to an 
extremely high standard with modern fixtures and fittings, 
the spacious and well laid out accommodation comprises: 
Porch, reception hall, sitting room, open plan lounge/
kitchen, dining room, conservatory, master bedroom (with 
en-suite and dressing area), four bedrooms (one en-suite 
and two with shared en-suite facilities), family bathroom, 
utility room and cloakroom.  Partially floored loft with light 
and accessed via a Ramsay style ladder.  Integral garage.  
Double glazed.  Oil fired central heating.  Mature and well 
established gardens on all sides with burn.  Driveway with 
private parking for 4-5 cars. Offers over £395,000

LOCH CRERAN VIEW
BENDERLOCH, NR OBAN, ARGYLL

Beautifully presented and ideally located substantial 
detached property enjoying superb views over Loch 
Creran to the Hills of Appin and Morvern beyond.  Built 
in 2001, architect designed and completed under NHBC 
guarantee the property benefits from light pastel shades 
and neutral décor with natural pine woodwork throughout.  
The spacious and well appointed accommodation, with 
guest house potential comprises:  Ground floor: Vestibule, 
entrance hall, open plan sitting room/dining room, lounge 
with separate kitchen area, one single and one double 
bedroom, bathroom, utility and rear vestibule.  First 
floor:  Landing, three double bedrooms (all en-suite).  Fully 
double glazed.  Oil fired central heating.  Tarmac driveway 
and large parking area.  Easily maintained garden ground.  
Split level decking.  Timber shed. Offers over £365,000

7 LOCHNELL ROAD, DUNBEG 
Well maintained mid terrace 
property situated in the 
popular residential area of 
Dunbeg and enjoying open 
countryside views with 
glimpses of the sea.  The 
property is ideally located 
to take advantage of the local facilities, with Oban only a 
few minutes drive away.  The comfortable and spacious 
accommodation comprises:  Vestibule, entrance hall, 
through lounge, kitchen, three bedrooms (one en-suite), 
modern family bathroom. Double glazed. Calor gas 
central heating. Easily maintained front and rear gardens.  
On street parking.  Shed. Offers over £129,000

This is only a small selection of the 
properties we have for sale both 

on the mainland and on the islands: 
please take a look at our website 

for our full property listing.

ISLE OF MULL

ARDRISHAIG

EASDALE ISLAND
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Part-time staff 
required

for week days

Apply to:
Mo Maclaurin
01546 870281

Tayvallich, Argyll
PA31 8PJ

THE MELFORT CLUB, 
KILMELFORD

PART-TIME
POOL ATTENDANT

for evening and weekend 
shifts in our swimming 
pool & gym

Duties will include:- 
welcoming and assisting 
guests; supervising the 
safety of swimmers and 
gym users; cleaning duties 
within the pool/gym area

Full Training Provided.
£6.70 PER HOUR (once 
STA qualification achieved)

Please contact Christine 
Roberts on 01852 200257

Gardener/Gravedigger
£15,549 - £17,015 Oban, Lorn & the Isles 
You will undertake all duties involved in the burial of the dead 
and the maintenance of cemeteries and grass areas throughout 
the Lorn area. A current driving licence is essential with C.I.T.B. 
for mini excavator, PA1 & PA6A pesticide certificates and driving 
licence category C1+E being desirable. You must have general 
work experience in ground maintenance and the ability to use 
safely all ground maintenance tools and machinery is essential. You 
must be capable of working as part of a team and be able to deal with the public in a friendly and 
understanding manner. Manual Handling Training and an awareness of Health & Safety would be 
preferred. This post is NOT suitable for Jobshare. OSR00544/R2
Recruitment packs from 01546 604620.
Closing date 28th March 2008.

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

The Council welcomes applications from New Deal Applicants.

We are an 
Equal Opportunities Employer

A ‘no smoking’ policy is operated 

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited has a requirement for:

Motorman
Western Isles
Annual Salary £24,602 Ref: 158-SG

Applications are invited for the position of Motorman to sail on any vessel within CalMac 
Ferries Limited Western Isles Division, experience is essential for this position. You should 
be fully qualifi ed to STCW 95 level and must be in possession of an Engine-room Watch 
Rating Certifi cate and valid ENG1 Medical Certifi cate.

You will be responsible for assisting the Watch-Keeping Engineer in maintaining an engine 
room watch, maintaining a port watch when the vessel is in port, bringing any operational 
problems to the attention of the Duty Engineer and maintaining the engine room and 
auxiliary machinery spaces in a clean condition. In addition, you will assist in any work 
connected with planned maintenance, breakdown of plant or machinery, or repair work 
being carried out.

A shift pattern basis will apply this will consist of two weeks on two weeks off.

If you are interested in this position, please respond by sending your CV quoting reference 
number 158-SG no later than 28 March 2008 to:

David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited

Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP

t: 01475 650100 f: 01475 650268

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Part-time Retail Sales Advisor
Tobermory

27 hours per week
Circa £16,000 OTE (pro rata)

Join one of the largest energy companies in the UK as a Retail Sales Advisor and realise
your true potential. As part of our retail team you will sell all the latest brands and
technology on the high street.

If you have the drive and enthusiasm to succeed and a passion for delivering excellent
customer service, we have the career for you.

In return, we can offer:

Excellent earning potential
Full training
Generous annual leave entitlement
Company pension scheme
Share incentive scheme

To apply, please call our Recruitment Team on 0845 0760516 to request an application
form, quoting reference RE/08/05, or apply online at www.powerfulopportunities.co.uk

Closing date for applications is Friday 28 March 2008.

SCOTTISH AND SOUTHERN ENERGY IS
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER

Food Service Assistants
Full Time Food Service Assistant and Food Service Assisitant Weekends Only

We are a successful retailer with an ongoing commitment to investment in 
our employees and our business. We have exciting opportunities in our Spean 

Bridge store for a Full Time Food Service Assistant and a Weekend Food Service 
Assistant to help out in our 140 cover coffee shop. The successful candidates 

should be customer focused, and passionate about delivering excellent service. 
Interested? Please call Elizabeth Robinson on 01397 712260 or call into the store 

for an application form.
We are an equal opportunities employer.

MAYP
Mid Argyll Youth Project

YOUTH WORKERS- 2 POSTS
for sessional youth work

£8.50 per hour
6 hrs per week

YOUTH WORKER- 1 POST
to work at music session. Specialist knowledge 

of music and sound systems required.
£8.50 per hour
6 hrs per week

For further information and an application 
form please contact Fiona Kalache on 

01546 603231.
Enhanced Disclosure checks will be carried 

out on successful applicants.

ACCOUNTS/ADMINISTRATION 
SUPERVISOR

BSW Timber is the leading Sawmilling Company in the U.K., 
with six production sites in the U.K. and one in Latvia.

An exciting opportunity has arisen at our Northern Mills.

The job would involve :-
Supervision of the Accounts and Administration functions 

at our Fort William and Boat of Garten Sawmills.  
This will include payroll, purchase ledger, general 

administration, the supervision of a small team and 
the preparation of management accounts.

Ideally you will have supervisory experience in a 
similar role and have a working knowledge of 

producing management accounts.  This role 

or a more experienced individual.

If you are looking for a challenging career within 
a highly motivated team then please send 

your up to date C.V. along with a covering 
letter to: Aileen Firth, Group H R Advisor,

BSW Timber, Group Headquarters, 
East End, Earlston, TD4 6JA

Closing date 
for all applications: 
Friday 21st March 2008

the UK’s leading Sawmilling Company

Health Manager

We are currently seeking an enthusiastic, self motivated individual 
to undertake the role of Area Health Manager within the Company’s 
Health Department providing support to our Seawater Production 
areas across the West Coast of Scotland.
The main responsibilities of the post will be to provide a diagnostic 
service to designated farms for the rapid detection of disease, to 
provide advice to farms on best practice and to supervise the use of 
medicines and treatment methods in collaboration with pharmaceutical 
companies. In addition the successful candidate will be expected to 

Potential candidates should possess at least two years practical 
experience in a health monitoring position and have a sound knowledge 

of Microsoft packages, a full clean driving licence and the willingness to 
undertake regular travel are also required for this post. 

package commensurate with experience. 
If you are interested in applying for this vacancy,  please apply in writing, 
no later than Friday 28th March 2008 to: Vicky Ferguson, Human 
Resources Manager, Marine Harvest (Scotland) Ltd, Business 
Resource Centre, Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, 
PH33 7PT.

Suitably qualified 
and experienced 
electricians required 
for long term contract in 
the Oban area. 

Please apply by calling 01786
849099 and either fax your CV 
to 01786 849098 or e-mail to 
carol@acgoldservices.co.uk.

Kintyre Youth 
Enquiry Service

2-4 Main Street
Campbeltown

Argyll
PA28 6AG

Tel: 01586 550000
Fax: 01586 550082 

Part-time Administration Worker
£14,601 - £14,940 per annum, pro rata
20 hours per week
A position has arisen within the above project 
for a part-time highly skilled administration 
worker who will also be responsible for the 

possess a minimum of 3 Standard Grades 
(Level 1, 2, 3) including English and Maths or 

administrative experience is essential as is a 
working knowledge of Microsoft Word, Excel 
and Access.
Application packs available from the above or 
e-mail: kintyreyouthenquiryservice.co.uk
This post is subject to Enhanced CRB clearance.

1

Qualified Hair Stylist.
NVQ Level 3 or 3 years experience

This is a full time permanent position with 
a great opportunity to be an employee or 

work  on a  self employed basis
Wage negotiable

Please telephone 01631 566998 and ask for 
Kate or Andrea

THE ARK, 15 Airds Crescent, Oban

Registered Nurse
Full Time. Must hold NMC Registration in Nursing,

experience in elderly care preferable
£11.10 - £12.10 per hour to work day/night shift pattern

Care Assistant
Full time, experience in elderly care preferred but not

essential as training will be given
Rates of pay available on application.

For further information please contact
Jean MacLeod 01631 710322

Ossians Care Home, North Connel, Argyll 1

Oban
Require

Office Assistants required
Full and Part time permanent positions

Office experience would be beneficial  but not essential 
as full training will be given.

Applicants must have good communication skills and 
telephone manner.
Immediate start.

Apply in writing to Mr C McDonald,  J M Breckenridge, 
Tweedmill Buildings, Soroba Road,  Oban PA34 4HQ
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PLANNING
ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL TOWN & COUNTRY 
PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, RELATED 
LEGISLATION PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS)(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at the 
location given below, at Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.   Anyone wishing to make representations 
should do so in writing to the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is 
applicable as indicated below.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

•Ref No: 08/00447/DET
Applicant: Mr And Mrs D Ainsley
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse.
Site Address: Land South East Of Dunaverty Ellenabeich Isle Of Seil Argyll And Bute PA34 4RF
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Balvicar
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 08/00445/OUT
Applicant: Mr And Mrs Morris
Proposal: Site for erection of dwellinghouse.
Site Address: Site West Of Arle Lodge Aros Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute PA72 6JS
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Salen
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days

•Ref No: 08/00443/OUT
Applicant: Nicholas Harris
Proposal: Site for erection of dwellinghouse - previous permission for 2 dwellinghouses approved under 
05/00447/OUT for this site.
Site Address: Land North East Of 1 Achleck Torloisk Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Dervaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 08/00442/DET
Applicant: Mull Developments Ltd
Proposal: Erection of 3no. dwelling houses, formation of access way and foul drainage.
Site Address: Land South East Of Main Street Bunessan Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Bunessan Isle of Mull
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 08/00291/DET
Applicant: Mr And Mrs J MacDonald
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: 1 Kilmaluaig Isle Of Tiree Argyll And Bute  
Location of Plans:  Tiree Area Office
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 08/00425/DET
Applicant: Scottish Power Plc
Proposal: Erection of contractors temporary site compound
Site Address: Cruachan Power Station Taynuilt Argyll And Bute PA33 1AN 
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Dalmally
Section 34 and Article 9 Advert 14 Days
Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban

• Ref No: 08/00462/DET 
Applicant: Bob Rutherford
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land South East Of 60 Main Street Port Wemyss Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Portnahaven
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

•Ref No: 08/00462/DET 
Applicant: Bob Rutherford
Proposal: Erection of dwellinghouse
Site Address: Land South East Of 60 Main Street Port Wemyss Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Portnahaven
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services,67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT CONTRARY TO 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN) (SCOTLAND) DIRECTION 1996
The following planning applications have been lodged for determination with Argyll and Bute Council and 
are available for inspection during normal working hours at the local area office/Post Office identified 
below and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications.   The proposals contained in the application are considered to be a departure or  
potential departure from the Development Plan for the area concerned.
Anyone wishing to make representations about any of the applications identified below should do so in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication of this notice to the Area Team Leader Development 
Control at the address below.
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

•Reference No: 08/00443/OUT
Applicant: Nicholas Harris
Proposal: Site for erection of dwellinghouse - previous permission for 2 dwellinghouses approved under 
05/00447/OUT for this site - Potential Departure of policies RUR1 and RUR2 of Mull, Coll and Tiree Local Plan.
Site Address: Land North East Of 1 Achleck Torloisk Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Dervaig
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)

•Reference No: 08/00424/OUT
Applicant: Mr And Mrs A Colthart
Proposal: Site for erection of 3 dwellinghouses
Site Address: Land Adjacent To Old School House  Appin Argyll And Bute PA38 4DB 
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Ledaig
A18 Local Plan Potential Departure of Policies H020 and HO22 of the Lorn Local Plan

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AR
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the 
Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. 
Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

OPERATIONAL SERVICES
POLLUTION PREVENTION AND CONTROL ACT 1999, POLLUTION 
PREVENTION AND CONTROL (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2000
In accordance with paragraph 5 of Schedule 4 to the above Regulations, Notice is hereby given that an 
application has been made to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) for a permit under 
regulation 7 of the Regulations by Argyll and Bute Council in respect of activities being carried out namely 
Landfill in an installation at Gartbreck Landfill Site, Bowmore, Isle of Islay.
The application contains a description of any foreseeable significant effects of emissions from the 
installation on the environment.
The application may be inspected, free of charge, at SEPA, Graesser House, Fodderty Way, Dingwall, IV15 
9XB between 0930 and 1630 on working days or alternatively by appointment at SEPA, 2 Smithy Lane, 
Lochgilphead PA31 8TA, Telephone 01546 602876. Please quote Reference number PPC/A/1025163
Written representation concerning this application may be made to the Senior Registry Officer, SEPA Dingwall 
Office, Graesser House, Fodderty Way, Dingwall, IV15 9XB, or sent to e-mail address Registarydingwall@
sepa.org.uk and if received within 28 days of this Notice, will be taken into consideration in determining 
the application. Any such representations made by any person will be entered in a public register unless 
that person requests in writing that they should not be so entered. Where such a request is made there will 
be included in the register a statement indicating that representations have been made which has been 
the subject of such a request.

This notice was published on 13 March 2008.

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL
Notices Under the Town and Country Planning Acts
The applications for Planning Permission listed below, and Environmental Statements where
appropriate, together with the plans and other documents submitted with them may be
examined at the AREA PLANNING OFFICE, FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM,
PH33 6XY between the hours of 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday and at the location where
listed below during normal office hours.
Written comments (whether supporting or opposing the applications) may be made to the
AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS MANAGER at the address below within the
period listed below from the date of publication of this notice.
Applicant Name & Proposal Description Location where application
Development Address may be inspected &
Reference Number reason for Advertisement
Kilmartin Ashford LLP
Grand Hotel
Gordon Square, Fort William
PH33 6DX
08/00076/FULLO

Mr & Mrs Bowman
Bridge House
Invergarry PH35 4HN
08/00081/LBCLO

Demolition of existing
buildings, erection of class
1 retail & hotel building,
access, car park & ancillary
facilities

Alterations and extensions
to house

Lochaber Area Planning &
Building Standards Office
Section 34 of the Act 
(14 Days)

Invergarry Post Office
Listed Building (21 days)

Area Planning and Building Standards Manager, Ross, Skye & Lochaber: Dafydd Jones,
Highland Council, Fulton House, Gordon Square, Fort William, PH33 6XY. 
Tel: (01397) 707015, Fax: (01397) 707022, e-mail: planning.lochaber@highland.gov.uk

Lodge St. Modan 

No.985
Regular meeting to be 

held on 
19th.March @ 7:45pm
in Masonic Hall, Taynuilt

F.C.Degree
Ballot

A.O.C.B.
Enquiry to be held on 
16th.March @ 7pm

Rehearsal to be held on 
16th March @ 7:15pm.

TEST FEES DUE

Proposed
Division of 

Grazing Shares
John MacFarlane 11 Airds 
is applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent to 
divide the grazing shares 
in the Airds, Kirkton 
and Balindore Common 
Grazings into two parts.

If you have any objections 
to the proposal, you may 
submit representations 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness 
IV2 3EQ by 10 April 2008 
specifying your interest in 
the application and your 
reasons for objecting. A 
copy of any representations 
made will be forwarded to 
the applicant

Service Operative
WEST COAST LOOS

working and customer orientated approach.
Please apply with a current CV to 

Susan MacLachlan:
Email:susan@jmaclachlangroup.co.uk

Or in writing at: 
West Coast Loos (John MacLachlan Group)

Torran Gorm Industrial Estate, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4PL, Tel: 01631 566370

MELFORT VILLAGE, KILMELFORD

PART-TIME SATURDAY CLEANERS
We would welcome mature responsible cleaners 

to join our Saturday change-over team. 

Hours 10 am – 4 pm every Saturday (all year round)
with break for lunch. Training given.  

£7.70/hour gross (over 18 yrs).
Assistance given with transport expenses.

Please telephone Rosie McAllister on 01852 200257

Finance

Finance Assistant
Fort William, £15,201 – £16,932

You will be part of the Council Tax and Housing
and Council Tax Benefits Team. This is a busy
team which provides a wide range of services
to the public. You will have considerable contact
with the public and should be able to maintain
confidentiality at all times. Office experience
and computer literacy including Word and Excel
will be an advantage. You will be committed
to providing excellent customer care and have 
a sound understanding of council tax and housing
and council tax benefits. You should have the
ability to work in a changing environment and
work well on your own initiative and as part
of a team. The ability to deal with confidential
information is essential.

Informal enquiries to Mairi McCallum, 
tel (01397) 707242.

Application packs, quoting ref: L/19/08 are
available from our website or by telephoning
(01397) 707220.

Closing date: 28 March 2008

www.highland.gov.uk

Argyll and Bute 
Volunteer Centre 

Requires Finance / Administration Assistant

1

COAST PROTECTION ACT 1949
APPLICATION FOR DREDGING: 

OBAN BAY
Notice is hereby given that Oban Bay Marine (per 
Wallace Stone)has applied to the Scottish Ministers 
of the Scottish Government, under section 34 of the 
Coast Protection Act 1949, as amended  by section 
36 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1988, to carry out 
dredging work at Oban Bay, Argyll:

Description Latitude Longitude
Corner position 56 24.7804 05 28.4813          
Corner position 56 24.7831 05 28.3842                 
Corner position 56 24.8611 05 28.4886  
Corner position 56 24.8638 05 28.3916          

Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at the Post Office, Lochside Street, Oban, 
PA34 4HP
Objections relating to safety of navigation, in respect of 
the application should be made to:
Gordon Hastie, The Scottish Government, Ports and 
Harbours Branch, Area 2G North, Victoria Quay, 
Edinburgh EH6 6QQ within 28 days of the date of this 
notice quoting reference: 2SPC\1\5\100
Oban Bay Marine per Wallace Stone
Royal Bank Buildings, High Street, Dingwall IV15 9HA

Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre

A.G.M
Thursday 27 March, 2008 at 7pm
At the centre Glencruitten Road, Oban 

Alexander MacLean 
is applying to decroft
part of the croft at 7 
Cornaigbeg, Tiree 
extending to 0.0313 
ha being the site of 
an existing house 
and amenity area.
Ref:  4.86.11470

Ian Mann and Mrs Lorna 
Michie are applying to 
decroft part of the croft 
at 23A Tomonie, Kilmallie 
extending to 0.51 ha for 
the purpose of providing 
the site for three dwelling 
houses.  Ref: 4.86.11514

If you consider that the 
decrofting of these areas 
will adversely affect 
your crofting interests 
or that of the local 
crofting community, 
please make written 
representations to the 
Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness 
IV2 3EQ by 31 March 
2008 quoting the 
above case number.  
Representations will be 
copied to the applicant.  
Comments on any earlier 
applications cannot be 
taken into account.

The following decrofting 
Directions have been 
granted:

Part Croft

3a Uragaig, Colonsay
Direction dated 5 March 
2008 granted to Nigel J 
Grant being the site of 
an existing house.
Area ext to 0.3 ha.
Case Number: 
4.86.8868

3 Vaul, Tiree
Direction dated 5 March 
2008 granted to Alex-
ander M M Straker for the 
purpose of providing a 
site for a dwellinghouse.  
Area ext to 0.0673 ha.
Case Number: 
4.86.9568

The granting of these 
Directions may be ap-
pealed to the Scottish 
Land Court, within 42 
days from the date of 
this advert.  Informa-
tion on how to appeal is 
available from the Croft-
ers Commission.

This advertisement 
supersedes the ad-
vertisement which 
appeared on week-
ending 7 March 2008.

NOTIFICATION 
OF COMMISSION 

DECISION ON 
APPLICATION TO 

CREATE NEW CROFT 

The application by Mrs 
Lyndesay A MacKinnon, 
owner of Eilean Loain 
Estate, Achnamara, by 
Lochgilphead, Argyll 
to create a new croft 
extending to 1.62 ha has 
been  approved.
Case Number:  
5.01.8393

Parties with an interest 
in the above application 
may appeal our decision 
to the Scottish Land 
Court within 42 days.  
Information on how 
to appeal is available 
from the Crofters 
Commission.

Human Resources Assistant
Job ref: D27/07.1C
Clerical Grade 3, Salary £15,487 – £17,756 
Fixed Term Appointment – 9 months

Are you an effective administrator looking to develop 
your career in an HR environment?

We’re looking for someone to join a small HR team 
and assist with a variety of activities within the 
HR office, including the maintenance of records, 
recruitment programmes, general correspondence 
and occasional cover for Reception.

The successful candidate will be expected to have 
excellent IT, communication and people skills.  Training 
will be provided for the human resources database.  A 
knowledge of human resources related work would 
be an advantage, as would experience in academic 
administration.

Further Particulars and Application Form are available 
online at www.sams.ac.uk.  Alternatively, please write 
to:  The Human Resources Officer, The Scottish 
Association for Marine Science, Dunstaffnage Marine 
Laboratory, Oban, Argyll, PA37 1QA, or by e-mail to 
recruitment@sams.ac.uk

Please quote Job reference when applying

The closing date for all applications is 
Friday 28th March 2008

Interviews will be held on 11th April 2008.
SAMS has an equal opportunities policy and welcomes 
applicants from all sections of the community

ACHA - Putting Tenants First.
ACHA wishes to recruit customer focussed individuals, seeking a rewarding and challenging career in 
a forward thinking housing organisation.  These posts are key to delivering the quality of services our 
customers deserve. In return, we will reward the successful applicants with a generous remuneration 
package, modern work practices, family friendly “people policies” and the opportunity for personal 
development and training.

Salary Grade 7 
(£14,529 - £16,144 – pro rata: 
pay award pending) 
17.5 hours per week

The job purpose is to deliver high levels of 
administrative and clerical support to the 
IT team within the Association and assist 
with providing technical support in the 
operation of its IT systems and equipment.  
The post-holder will have regular contact 
with internal customers and staff as well 
as external suppliers and therefore a 
degree of organisational, administrative and 
communication skills are necessary.  The 
successful candidate will need to be a team 
player but equally capable of self motivation 
and working unsupervised at times in such 
a small team. As the Association is widely 
geographically dispersed and the nature 
of the work does involve site visits, travel 
may occur across Argyll and therefore a full 
driving licence is essential.

It will be essential for the successful candidate 
for this post to hold a minimum of 3 Standard 
grades or equivalent along with relevant 
work experience and aptitude. It would be 
desirable if the successful candidate holds 
ECDL passport or a similar recognised IT 
qualification.

IT Support Assistant – Lochgilphead

Closing Date: 12 noon on Friday 28th March 2008 
Interviews for these posts will be held in April 2008

For recruitment pack please contact the HR & Corporate Services Department, 63/65 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX, 
Tel No 01546 604098 or email marina.macarthur@acha.co.uk, or visit the Recruitment section on the Association’s website at 

www.acha.co.uk where recruitment packs can be downloaded.
ACHA welcomes applications from all sections of the community and is committed to promoting equal opportunities.  

All posts will be subject to an Enhanced Disclosure Scotland check.

12 month Fixed Term Contract 
5 posts - Lochgilphead (2), Oban, 
Dunoon & Helensburgh
Salary Grade 5 
(£24,700 - £27,444 – pay award pending)
35 hours per week

The Association is seeking to employ 5 
Property Services Officers on a 12 month 
fixed term contract to assist with delivering 
a high quality Property, Estate Management 
and Maintenance Service and Investment 
Programme Supervision to its tenants across 
Argyll & Bute.

The successful candidates will require to hold an 
HNC or equivalent in Building & Construction 
and have a wide range of technical skills.  For 
one post based in Lochgilphead there is also a 
requirement to have a heating and electrical 
background.  The post holder must be able 
to establish and maintain effective working 
relationships with colleagues, beneficiary 
organisations and partners; provide leadership 
of project teams involving colleagues and 
other partners; have good written and oral 
communication skills including the ability to 
produce reports without a pre-determined 
framework.  There will be limited control over 
a small number of budget headings.  A current 
driving licence is essential.

Property Services Officers

Farms Secretary
Job Share  (20 Hours Per Week)

We are currently seeking to identify an enthusiastic 
and experienced Administrator to work within 

the Blar Mhor Industrial Estate.  
Key responsibilities will be to provide full 
administrative support to all Managers and staff 

Applicants should possess a friendly disposition 
and be able to work well under pressure with 
minimum supervision.  An excellent working 
knowledge of Microsoft systems and good 
organisational skills are essential.

writing to: Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources 
Manager, Business Resource Centre, Blar 
Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William, PH33  
7PT.
The closing date for the receipt of applications is 
Friday 28th March 2008.

Scot Trout Farming Ltd
Scot Trout Farming Limited is a progressive 
company producing Rainbow Trout at 18 farms 
throughout Scotland.  Fish are grown, primarily, 
for the UK multiple retail market and are 
processed at the company’s factory at Bellshill.

An opportunity has arisen for a FISH FARM 
ASSISTANT to join our small teams based at 
Caledonian Trout and Tervine farm on Loch Awe in 
Argyll.  Although previous fi sh farming experience 
would be an advantage, it is not essential as training 
would be given on site. Candidates should hold a 
clean driving licence and be able to work well in a 
small team. A progressive wage structure is on offer 
to the right candidate along with the opportunity 
for personal progression within the company. 

Please contact Ian McAdam 
on 07733 007598 for further details.

“WATER ENVIRONMENT AND WATER SERVICES 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 2003”

THE WATER ENVIRONMENT (CONTROLLED ACTIVITIES) 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2005 (“the 2005 regulations”)

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with Regulation 13 of the 2005 Regulations, 
that an application has been made to the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) by Scottish Water for authorisation to carry out a controlled activity, 
namely:-

Fillan at NGR NN 3455 2883 from 27th August 2008.

Any person affected or likely to be affected by, or having an interest in, the application 
may make representations about the application to SEPA in writing within 28 
days beginning with the date of this advertisement at the following address: The 
Registry, SEPA, Strathearn House, Broxden Business Park, Lamberkine Drive, 
Perth, PH1 1RX, quoting reference number CAR/L/1008726.

A copy of the application may be inspected free of charge, at the above address, 
between 9.30am and 4.30pm Monday to Friday (except local and national holidays) 
by prior arrangement at the SEPA, Strathearn House, Broxden Business Park, 
Lamberkine Drive, Perth, PH1 1RX telephone 01738 627989.

Written representations received within 28 days of this advertisement will be taken 
into consideration in determining the application. Any such representations will 
be placed in a public register unless the person making them requests that they 
should not be. Where such a request is made there will be included in the register 
a statement indicating that representations have been made which have been the 
subject of such a request.

Application for 
Apportionment
Isle of Jura, Keils Common 
Grazings. B Pettit, Sabhal 
Mor, Keils, Jura intends to 
lodge an application for 
appor tionment of approxi-
mately 1.062 hectares for 
the purpose of Better Land 
Management. G Logan, 
Grazings Clerk/Constable, 
Glenora Keils has a copy 
of the application which 
can be inspected by any 
person interested. 

Any comments on the 
application should be 
lodged with the Croft-
ers Commission, Castle 
Wynd, Inverness IV2 3EQ 
before March 27, 2008. 
A copy of any represen-
tations made will be for-
warded to the applicant.

AGM
Wednesday, March 

26, 2008 at 7pm

In Salvation Army Hall
Fort William

ALL WELCOME



UNITED  Auctions sold 2211 store cattle and 1170 store sheep 
at Stirling last Wednesday when there was strong entry of stock 
from Kintyre.

Bullocks averaged 152.19p (+7.19p) and sold to 190.10p per 
kg for a 284kg Charolais cross from Glenehervie and £1015 
for a 742kg Charolais from 8 Killeonan.

Heifers averaged 148.27p (+10.58p) and sold to 245.60p 
per kg for a 338kg Charolais from Cretlevane and £955 for a 
550kg Simmental cross from Torbex.

Cast cows averaged 97.80p to 122.80p for a Belgian Blue 
cross from South Hill of Dripps and £1050 for a Charolais 
cross from West Croft. 

There was also a show of cattle:
Bullocks: 1 Mr More, Townhead (ChaX) £775
Heifers: 1st Mr Logan, Auchenbrae (ChaX) £780
Pen of four bullocks: 1st Carmichael Estate (LimX) £850
Pen of four heifers: 1st Mr Brewster, Wester Borland (ChaX) 
£750
Pen of eight bullocks:1st Mr Lines, Killocraw (LimX) £730
Pen of eight heifers: 1st Mr Hamilton, Palachill £475

OBAN -
Caledonian
Marts
Bullocks: £520 South 
Ardnaclach, £510 Up-
per Largie, £500 Fid-
den, £460 Strongorm, 
£440 Turnault, £430 
Taycreagan and High 
Ballantyre, £410 Ach-
nacone.
Heifers: £515 Upper 
Largie, £490 South Ar-
dnaclach, £470 Inver-
nahyle, £460 Kilcharn 
House, £435 Achnach-
beag, £430 Fidden, 
£415 Turnault.
Breeding cattle: £920 
Laganulva, Mull; £800 
Invernahyle; £750 Lag-
anulva.
Sheep - 
Hoggets: SuffolkX: 
£55 Ardlamy; Suffolk: 
£48 Barcaldine Home 
Farm; SuffolkX  £47 
Ardlamy; Cross  £37 
Dairy House; Black-
face  £35 Crossiebeg; 
Mule  £36 Tiraghoil.
Feeding ewes: Black-
face  £33 Turnault; 
Cross  £32 Achnacree-
beg; Cheviot  £31 Ti-
raghoil; CheviotX: £28 
Shenavallie; Swale £22 
Glengorm.
Rams: Cheviot  £39 
Rhulois; Suffolk   £45 
Barcaldine Home 
Farm; Blackface
£25 Turnault and 
Crossiebeg.

STIRLING
United Auctions
Bullocks
Up to 250kgs West Croft 
£340, Whitehills 175.8p; 
251-300kgs Low Dunash-
erry £545, Glenehervie 
190.1p;
301-350kgs Cretlevane 
£620, Glenmore 190p; 
351-400kgs Cretle-
vane £670, 9 Killeonan 
183.7p;

£730, Killocraw 176.8p; 
451-500kgs Townhead of 
Arngibbon £775, 9 Kille-
onan 166.3p; 
501-550kgs West Mains 
£805, Blaelochhead 
152.80p
551-600kgs Cretlevane 
£875, 158.5p; 

Nature Times
The curlew must be one of 
our oddest looking birds, with 
its extraordinary, curved beak 
- typically 15 cm long. This 
distinctive bill gives the cur-
lew its Gaelic name of guilb-
neach. In winter, curlew can 
be seen all round our coast, 
but many birds will be mov-
ing inland this month to set up 

nesting sites.
The curlew is Europe’s larg-

est wading bird, with a body 
length of 50-60 cm, and a 
wingspan of 80-100 cm. A 
handsome bird, from a dis-
tance it appears dark brown, 

the plumage is beautifully 
patterned with streaks and 

shows a white rump and ‘V’ 
on its back.

On the coast, curlews probe 
mud and sand for marine life. 
The curlew has the longest 
beak of all shorebirds, en-
abling it to reach worms and 

reach! The beak is strong but 
very thin and has a sensitive, 

movement of its prey deep 
in the sediment. On rocky 
shores, curlews also feed on 

Inland, curlews tend to feed 
on wet grasslands, which they 
probe for earthworms and 
other soil animals. They usu-
ally nests on grassy or boggy 
moorland, preferring areas 
with pasture nearby for feed-
ing. Breeding occurs in many 
places in the west of Scotland, 

Curlews will be increasingly seen inland as the month progresses

particularly the Argyll islands, 
but in Britain is perhaps most 
frequent in the north-east of 
Scotland, the Southern Up-
lands and northern England. 

The curlew’s most frequent 
call is what usually attracts at-
tention, and gives this bird its 
common name – a loud, rather 
wistful ‘coorlee’, rising at the 
end. It has a varied repertoire 
of calls, and its bubbling song 
is one of my favourite sounds 
in the hills.

One bird which could be 
mistaken for the curlew is its 
smaller cousin the whimbrel. 
This species is most often 
spotted because of its dis-

- a rapidly repeated note, for 
which the whimbrel is aptly 
called the ‘seven whistler’. It 
has darker plumage and a less 
elongated beak than the cur-
lew, but the best distinction 
is the patterning on its head: 
above each eye is a dark band, 
with a central white stripe 
running back over the head 
from the beak. 

Small numbers of whimbrel 
breed in the far north of Scot-
land, mostly in Shetland, with 
much larger numbers in Ice-
land, Scandinavia and north-
ern Russia. They are long-
distance migrants, wintering 
in the tropics, but regularly 
visit our coasts on their trav-
els. Late April to early May is 
the best time to see them, or 
more likely hear them, as they 
head north.

Highland Darter 

Strong entry of Kintyre  
cattle at Stirling sale

ALASDAIR Colthart is creating a whole 

the west Highlands to put a fork in their ‘su-
permarket mentalities.’

of his Appin farm, are slaughtered on Mull 
and eaten by his neighbours and visitors to 
the area.

Alasdair, aged 39, rears cattle and sheep at 
Kinlochlaich Farm. 

Like many farmers and crofters on the west 
coast he has experienced a harrowing few 
years as foot and mouth outbreaks and poor 
market prices have conspired to bring the in-
dustry to its knees.

But in 2003 Alasdair decided to breed pigs 
and sell them. 

Nothing out of the ordinary in that you might 
think - but Alasdair cuts out the middleman. 
He rears the pigs for eight months, transports 
them to Mull Slaughterhouse where they are 
killed before being delivered to local hotels 
or sold directly to private customers in the 

‘Keeping everything local’ cuts down on 
travelling for the pigs and means the ani-
mals are relatively de-stressed when they are 
slaughtered.

That all adds up to fresh, fresh pork – and 
with a unique Appin taste.

got them,’ Alasdair recalls. ‘There wasn’t any 
great knowledge about them here. My father 
used to buy one each year and fatten it up for 
the family. It was a steep learning curve for 
me, especially when I found out how quick-
ly they could breed so I had to separate the 
males and females early on.’

sentially organic in everything but the label. 
They get a standard concentrate but feed on 
grass, rushes, worms, beetles and roots.

Television chef and animal welfare crusad-
er Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall would be at 
home at Kinlochlaich you feel.

Alasdair is speaking to The Oban Times on 
the MV Isle of Mull sailing to the island with 
six pigs for the slaughterhouse.

‘The pigs I’m taking today are all eight 
months old. The sows give birth indoors and 
then depending on the time of year she is 

days. I let the sow naturally wean their off-
spring at 12 weeks. It would be easier for me 
to have them inside and much quicker to fat-
ten them up for slaughter. But I want them 
to have a real quality of life and develop a 
unique favour.’

Shaun Straid, the slaughterman on Mull, 
has 25 years experience but feels the Appin 

‘In the big abattoirs you have got to have 
so many animals slaughtered in an hour,’ he 
said. ‘I was on piece work down south mean-
ing I was paid by how many animals were 
killed.

‘But the difference here is that the animals 
come in small lots like Alasdair’s pigs. They 
are not being run through a market, auction 
ring and having to travel so many miles be-
fore they get to the slaughterhouse.’

Success is on a plate for 
local fresh pork producer

Appin farmer turns to pigs

Airds Hotel owner Shaun McKivragan tucks into a leg of 
Kinlochlaich pork cooked by head chef Paul Burns. t10pig02

As Alasdair and Shaun unload the pigs from 
his trailer into the pen, the abattoir’s vet Luis 
Molero checks over every animal.

Luis, from Cordoba in Spain, has been 
based at the slaughterhouse for four years 
and works for the Food Standards Agency. 
‘I have to check the animal welfare and look 
at every single animal,’ he said. ‘I’m also 
assessing how the farmer transported the 
animals and inspect the carcases afterwards 
to look for disease. We don’t have mass pro-
duction here and everybody brings four of 

can come in lots of 400.’
The killing process itself is as swift and hu-

mane as it can be.
Shaun and apprentice Daniel take the pigs 

one at a time from the pen and apply the tongs 
to their heads killing them immediately.

A few days later The Oban Times is at the 
Airds Hotel, Appin, where head chef Paul is 
serving up pork on a plate - reared just a cou-

Head chef Paul Burns said: ‘The meat has a 
far superior taste. It is more ‘porky’ and there 

have. As the pigs are bred naturally there is a 
more even level of fat which is great for slow 
cooking. We have been using Alasdair’s pork 
all the time recently and I love cooking the 
belly on the slow cooker.

‘We have a lot of local business for Sunday 
lunches and it’s on the menu as ‘Kinlochla-

ich pork’ so they all know where it has come 
from.’

Paul has been buying pork from Alasdair 
for three years now after accidentally com-
ing across the pigs. 

‘I live near Alasdair and my wife was driv-
ing me home one night at about 11pm when 
we came across the piglets on the road – they 

was the start of buying them to cook for our 
guests.’

Alasdair said: ‘I wanted to produce a par-

are so used to bland meat it will take them a 

I want to encourage people to get out of 
this supermarket mentality where they can 
buy meat from anywhere in the world. We 
can produce as much good meat as we can 
but how can we tell the public how good it 
tastes?’

Alasdair says farming in the west High-
lands is at a critical point and feels cutting 
out the middleman is the way forward.

‘In this part of the world you can no longer 
rely on selling livestock in the hope you get 
a reasonable price and you have to accept 
what you get at the market which is still not 
very good. Next year I hope to sell some bul-
locks and sheep; I want to sell local food to 
local people and ultimately build up a mar-
ket.’

‘I want to sell local 
food to local people’

Alasdair Colthart feeding his pigs on his Appin farm. t09pig06

‘The meat has a far superior taste’ 
- Paul Burns, head chef Airds Hotel

WITH the imminent open-
ing of the new Avonvoggie 
Abattoir, the Islay branch of 
the National Farmers Union 
Scotland (NFUS) and the 
Argyll and Bute Agricultural 
Forum have organised a one 
day Meat Marketing and 
Processing Seminar on Thurs-
day March 20 at the Machrie 
Hotel, Islay.

A busy programme starts 
at 10.30am with a welcome 
by the day’s chairman, Stu-
art Wood, an Orkney farmer, 
NFUS vice chairman and vice 
chairman of Orkney Meats. 
Mr Wood will open with a 
short overview of market-
ing and selling Orkney Meat. 
Maintaining the Island theme, 
the guest speaker is Karl 
Simpson from Shetland who 
will discuss the ups and downs 
of marketing and selling  nat-
urally reared Shetland lamb 
largely to London markets.

Following the Shetland 
experience, Jim Fairlie will 
provide a more small scale 
farmers perspective on selling 
home produced meat on the 
internet, to farmers markets 
and local businesses. 

After a lunch break the suc-
cess story of Bruichladdich 
Distillery’s global marketing 
and use of Islay  branding will 

be told by distillery manager 
Duncan Macgillvray.

Following on from learning 
about the use of branding will 
be Paul Macglauhlin, chief 
executive of the new body 
Scotland Food and Drink. 
There will also be detail on 
the processing and market-
ing support of the new Scot-
tish Rural Development Pro-
gramme which should launch 
in the next few months.

The seminar will end with an 
evening dinner using locally 
produced food and drink.

The cost for participating is 
£10 for the day  seminar or 
£30 for the day + evening din-
ner. For mainland visitors the 
full package will be £50.

If you are a local producer 
or want to be involved in any 
aspect of marketing, selling, 
processing or purchasing lo-
cally produced food and wish 
to attend the seminar please 
contact Gill Johnstone at 
Balaclava on 01496302005 
, e mail : Gill_johnstone@
nfumutual.co.uk or Fergus 
Younger on 01586552502 , 
e mail :fergus.younger@sac.
co.uk .

Further details are also 
available on the Agricultural 
Forum website at www.argyl-
lagriculturalforum.com

Islay hosts local 
food seminar

601-650kgs Muirsland 
£885, 145.10p; 
651-700kgs Putechan 
£920, 138.60p; 
701kgs+ 8 Killeonan 
£1015, 136.8p.
Heifers
Up to 250kgs Bracken-
hirst £410, 169.4p; 
251-300kgs Glenehervie 
£500, 169.1p; 
301-350kgs Cretlevane 
£830, 245.60p; 
351-400kgs Cairncurran 

401-450kgs Middle Ballat 
£680, Killocraw 160p; 
451-500kgs Auchenbrae 
£775, 167p; 
501-550kgs Torbrex £955, 
173.6p;
551-600kgs Muirsland 
£785, 141.4p; 
601kgs + Torbrex £830
Cast cows 
West Croft (Cha) £1050; 
Kinaldy (AAX) £1015; 
South Hill of Dripps 
(BBX) £955; West Croft 
(Lim) £745;  Blairquharn 
(FrX) and South Hill of 
Dripps (HF) £725; Ban-
naty (Sim) £875; Dru-
malea (Ho) £645; West 
Croft (Lui) £745; Brena-
choille (Sal) £605; West 
Croft (Lui) £505; Wester 
Coilechat (Sh) £445; West 
Croft (Hi) £435.
South Hill of Dripps (BB) 
122.8p; Bannaty (Sim) 
117p; West Croft (Lui) 
116.8p; Beild (Cha) and 
Kinaldy (AA) 110.60p; 
Brenachoille (Sal) 101.9p; 
South Hill of Dripps (HF) 
96.9p; West Muirhouses 
(Fr) 96.40p; Drumalea 
(HO) 90.6p; Wester Coile-
chat (Sh) 89p; West Croft 
(Hi) 86p; (Lui) 80.7p. 
Store sheep
Hoggs: Over Shannoch-
hill (HB) £51.20; Bridge 
(TexX) £50; Linnhead 
(BF) £48.50; Bridge (X) 
and Naemoor (Cont) 
£44.50; Mid Auchencar-
roch (DownX) £44; Croft 
(Suff) £42;  Swinlees 
(Cha) £41.20; South Wal-
ton (Mule) £40;
Breeding sheep:West 
Croft (Mule gimmers 
scanned twins) £80 and 
£78; Craigannet (Chev 
ewes twins) £60 and £42; 
Drumchork (BF grit) £34.
Feeders: Bridge (X) 
£43.50 Balnacree (Tex) 
£40.50 Point (Suff) 
£37.50 Drumchork (BF) 
£33.50;

Market reports

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) 
Ltd sold 129 cattle and 703 sheep 
at Oban Livestock Centre last Tues-
day.

Bullocks averaged 156.1p  and sold 
to 180p per kg twice for four 240kg 
Limousins from High Ballantyre, 
Inveraray and two 220kg Limousins 
from Strongorm, Balvicar and to 
£560 for two 370kg Limousins from 
Upper Largie, Kilmartin.

Heifers averaged 139.1p and sold 
to to 159p per kg for two 185kg 
Limousins from Achnacone, Appin 
and  to £525 for a 450kg Belgian 
Blue from Homestead, Ardfern.

Breeding cattle sold to £920 for a 
Limousin cow with calf at foot from 
Lagganulva, Mull

Bulls sold to 166p for a 150kg 
Limousin from Achnacone, Appin 
and to £340 for a 250kg Limousin 
from the same home.

OTM cattle averaged 82.7p per kg 
and sold to 100p per kg twice for a 
670kg Limousin from Achnacree-
bay, Connel and a 350kg Limousin 
from East Hynish, Tiree and £680 
for a 670kg Limousin from Achna-
creebay, Connel.

Store hoggets sold to £55 for a pen 
of Suffolk crosses from Ardlamy, 
Gigha.

Feeding ewes sold to £37 for 
Leicesters from Achnacreebeg, 
Connel.

Rams sold to £40 for Suffolks from 
Tiraghoil, Isle of Mull.

Limousins to 180p per kilo at Oban
Suffolk cross hoggs from
Isle of Gigha sell to £55

UNITED Auctions held their 
annual early Spring sale of all 
classes cattle at Islay Auction 
Mart.

All classes of livestock met 
with a brisk trade recording 
a considerable rise in values 
on the corresponding sale last 
year. 

The 287 head were sold to  
regular buyers normally at-
tending this sale and more 
could have been sold to ad-
vantage.
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: £602 (9)  
Aoradh  £552  Lossit  £500 (2) 
and £470 (2)  Aoradh
Belgian BlueX: £638  
Blackrock  £598  Kilchiaran
CharolaisX: £608 (4)  Aoradh  
£592 (2)  Dunlossit Estate  
£558 (3)  Aoradh  £548 (10)  
Dunlossit Estate  £542 and 
£500 (2)  Aoradh.
LimousinX: £788 (2), £768, 
£758  Eorrabus  £742 and £738  
Lossit  £682, £672 (2), 648 (2)  
Eorrabus  £648  Lossit  £642  

Eorrabus  £638 (5)  Blackrock  
£632 (8) and £628  Aoradh  
£628  Eorrabus (4) and 
Lossit  £622  Eorrabus  £608   
Aoradh (2) and Kilchiaran  
£602  Blackrock  £598 (2)  
Aoradh  £592  Lossit  £582  
Blackrock  £578  Aoradh (10) 
and Kilchiaran  £572 (3) and 
£560 (3)  Aoradh  £558 and 
£552 (11)  Blackrock  £552 
(2)  Kilchiaran  £550 (2)  
Aoradh  £478 (10) and £462 
(11)  Dunlossit Estate  452 (4)  
Aoradh.
Heifers
Belgian BlueX: £555 (3)  
Eorrabus
CharolaisX: £568  Blackrock  
£562 (3)  Sunderland Farm  
£552 (2) and £498 (4)  
Aoradh.
LimousinX: £608  Eorrabus  
£592 (4)  Sunderland  £588 
(3)  Lossit  £555 (5)  Eorrabus  
£542 (4)  Aoradh  £532 (10)  
Eorrabus  £498 (2)  Aoradh.
Cows with calf at foot: £1050, 
£1000 and £950  Sunderland 
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United Auctions’ Islay 
Spring sale attracts brisk 

You can email your farming news to 
agri@obantimes.co.uk

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HighlandX: 

TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

Tractors Wanted 
MF 590, 290, 690, 390 

Zetor 5245, 6245, 7245, 7745.  
And all other Zetor, JD, 
MF, Ford Fiat & Case 

IH 1970 to date.  
Also wanted for breaking:

Most tractors, balers, diggers 
and heavy plant. 1960 to 

date. Any condition, worn out 
or accident damaged. 

Contact John Craig,
Easter Clevage Farm. 

Dunning, Perth.  
Tel:01764 684265  

Mob:  07774 629123

HAY AND STRAW 

FOR SALE 
in lorry loads, round 
bales and small bales 
of hay, round and also 

hestons of straw. 
Telephone 

01764 654267

Belgian Blue X 
Highland heifer

(blue-grass) 
born June 2007. 

Quiet and friendly.

 Also black (rising two 
year old) Pure Highland 

Heifer, halter trained 
and very quiet,make 

good show heifer.

For more info please phone 
01688 302941 or 
07768 383 574.

Hay for sale
Horse/sheep • Small square bales
Can deliver Connel/Oban/Tarbert Weekly

Tel: 01561 362207 • 07831 374297

KEIL ENGINE
SERVICES
Benderloch, Oban
NEW A.T.V.’S
Yamaha YFM 350 Grizzly £4,100 + vat.
Honda TRX 420 £4,400 + vat.

Tel/Fax 01631 720 380

Agricultural
Machinery Sales
Tel: 01343 842114   

Mobile: 07702 
985180
NEW

Landini 85 Tractors
6 Ton Tipping Trailers

27ft Bale Trailers
Fleming Roto Spreaders

Scrapers, transport Boxes, 
Toppers

SECOND
HAND

M/F 2220 4WD Tractor
International 685 2WD

International 523 c/w Loader
M/F 35 3Cyl

2 - 5 Furrow Rev. Ploughs
Roto Spreaders, Discs
Delbo 6m Hyd Folding 

Cambridge Rollers
Furrow Press. Post Hole 

Borer
Drill Ploughs & Cultivators

New & Used Tyres

WALTER G. 
GRANT
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RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray & Lochgilphead
Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 
Heathfield, Ayr

Tel. 01292 880080/880440

TOYOTA
Helensburgh Toyota

5 John Street, Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 672779

www.toyota.co.uk/helensburgh

VOLKSWAGEN
Hawco

Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

BMW
Calterdon Ltd
Harbour Road, 

Inverness
Tel. 01463 236566

SKODA  
Delmore Cars Limited

69 Carsgate Road, Inverness
Tel: 01463 231214

www.delmore.skoda.co.uk

HONDA
Helensburgh Honda

135 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh
Tel. 01436 675777www.helensburghhonda.co.uk

ISUZU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, Heathfield, Ayr
Tel. 01292 880080/880440

MINI
Calterdon Ltd
Harbour Road, 

Inverness
Tel. 01463 236567

FORD
Ben Nevis Motors

North Road,
Fort William

Tel. 01397 700110

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

MAZDA
Struan Motors

A85 Crieff Road, Perth
Tel : 01738 445566

www.struans.co.uk/mazda

PEUGEOT
Struan Motors

A85 Crieff Road, Perth
Tel : 01738 632222

www.struans.co.uk/peugeot

SKODA
Delmore Cars Limited

69 Carsgate Road, Inverness
Tel: 01463 231214

www.delmore.skoda.co.uk

TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

0707 VAUXHALL ANTARA DIESEL - SILVER ....................................£14,795.00
0707 VAUXHALL CORSA 5 DOOR AUTO – AIR BLUE ........................£8,495.00
0707 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 SRI ..............................................£10,495.00
0707 VAUXHALL TIGRA – LEATHER INTERIOR ..................................£10,800.00
0606 VAUXHALL VECTRA SRI 150 AUTO ....................................£10,600.00
0655 CITROEN RELAY HDI – WHITE ................................ £5,595.00 + VAT
0554 CITROEN RELAY HDI – WHITE ................................ £4,300.00 + VAT
0454 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 SXI – SILVER – 5 DOOR .......................£7,995.00
0251 VAUXHALL AGILA – BLUE ...................................................£1,995.00
1996 RANGE ROVER 4.6HSE AUTO – RED ...................................£6,995.00

1976 Triumph Spitf ire – low mileage – clean and 
original car – MOT June 2008 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . £2,700.00
LOW COST – NO DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE - QUOTATIONS ON REQUEST – CREDIT SUBJECT TO STATUS

WE CAN SUPPLY ALL MODELS OF NEW AND NEARLY NEW VAUXHALLS

FOR ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT CHARLIE ON 01397 703877.
EMAIL CHARLIE@HEATHERCROFTMOTORS.CO.UK .
OR CALL IN TO UNIT 5, BEN NEVIS ESTATE, FORT WILLIAM.
WWW.HEATHERCROFTMOTORS.CO.UK

OBAN

CA
RS

LIMITED
Dunollie Road, 
(next to Farmfoods)

Tel: 07834 640989

U S E D  C A R  S P E C I A L I S T
51 Shogun 3.2 D.I.D L.W.B
Tiptronic, leather, 2 owners Full Service History ....£8995
02/51 Nissan Primera 1.8  
33,500 miles, Full Service History, 1 owner ............£3750
51 Subaru Forester
One owner, full service history, Automatic .............£3750
02 Vauxhall Vectra 2.6 V6 SRI
Saloon, full spec, FSH, low miles, superb car ..........£3450
51 Renault Megane 1.6 Fidji
33,500 miles FSH, two owners ...............................£2995
2000 Vauxhall Zafira 1.6 Club
Seven seater, two owners, History .........................£2995
52 Fiat Punto Active Sporting
3 door, low tax and insurance .................................£2850
52 Hyundai Amica SI
5 door, Low miles, 1 owner, low insurance, Low road tax ....£2350
2000 Renault Laguna Alize
1 owner, 45k miles immaculate throughout ............£1950
1999 Rover 820 Si
Genuine 52500 miles, nightfire red, top spec .........£1495
1998 Citroen Xantia TD
F/S/H, excellent throughout ......................................£995
Elldis Hurricane
2 Berth Caravan, top spec .......................................£2450

Scotsure Warranties available • CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH
OTHER VEHICLES AVAILABLE, PHONE WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS

Unit 1 Caol Industrial Estate
Fort William

Tel/Fax: 01397 704624
Mobile: 07866552902

55 Reg Audi A3 2.0lt TDI S-Line Quattro 140bhp, 35,000 miles, half leather,phone 
prep, black, Ex condition, Audi warranty  ........................................................ £16,995
05 Reg Renault Megane Tourer 1500cc DCI, Silver, 33,000 miles, Ex condition, 
Renault warranty  .................................................................................................£6,150
O6 Reg VW Passat 2.0lt FSI Turbo, Auto, Tiptronic, Black, many extras, 39,000 miles, 
VW warranty  .................................................................................................... £13,750
52 Reg Mercedes, E270, CDI Elegance, Auto, Blue, Leather, 55,000 miles Ex 
condition,  ......................................................................................................... £10,995
O4 Reg Daewoo Lacetti SX 1600cc, Blue, 37,000 miles Ex condition  .............£4,150
53 Reg Ford Fiesta Zetec TDCi, Black, 3 door, 52,000 miles, Ex condition  .....£4,150
Y reg Renault Laguna Expression 1600cc, 16v, silver, 53,000 miles, Ex condition  ........
..............................................................................................................................£3,295
05 Reg Mitsubishi L200 Warrior Crew Cab, Canopy, 55,000 miles, Silver, Roofbars  ...
...............................................................................................................£9,000 plus vat
W Reg BMW 323 Ci Coupe, Silver, Ex condition, New Brakes, 1 yrs MOT .....£6,000
T Reg Mitsubishi L200 Pick Up, Green, Well Maintained, Long MOT & Tax  ....£2,200
P Reg VW Golf 1900 Diesel, 5 door, red, well maintained, Long MOT & Tax  .....£900
N Reg Vauxhall Corsa, Automatic, 1400cc, Low Mileage, Tow Bar,  ..................£1,250

FINANCE AVAILABLE
CHEAPER VEHICLES ALSO AVAILABLE

On 14 April 1927, the very 
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To advertise your car in Drive Times telephone 01631 568000

Buyers should note where 
standardised silhouettes 

are used they do not 
accurately represent the 

vehicle being sold
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Landrover 90 or 110, Toyota, Mitsubishi etc,
or double cab pick up, anything considered, will 

travel

Telephone: 
07864035750

WANTED ANY 
4X4 VEHICLE

3

For Sailing Times 
please turn to 

page 26

YAMAHA DIVERSION

£1100 o.n.o.
600cc, 1995, Tax and Mot, 

2 suits of gear (Very good condition) 
available

Tel: 01546 606301

3L V6 petrol automatic. M 
reg – 5 door hatch. 85K 
miles.
Taxed Jan 09 
Tested May 08

£600 o.n.o.
Tel: 01631 710516

SAAB 9000

£400 o.n.o.

SKODA FELICIA L 1997 BLUE
P reg. 58000 Miles, very good condi-
tion for age, MOT until August, Tax 
until June, ideal first car, cheap Tax 
and Insurance, Sunroof, full service 
history, tow bar, wanting quick sale.

Telephone: 
07796192430 or 

01631563667

RENAULT CLIO 
SPORT 1.7

£5,400 o.n.o.
2002, 41,740 miles, tax April 08, MOT Oct 08, air con, 
ew, em, pas, 6 CD changer, Magnex exhaust, Pipercross 

induction kit, Koni adjustable suspension

Tel: 07786193996

WANTED
4 X 4 VEHICLES, LAND ROVER, TOYOTA 

ETC. OR DIESEL CARS
MOT OR HIGH MILEAGE NOT 
IMPORTANT, ANY CONDITION
IMMEDIATE CASH PAYMENT

Tel: 07703490572

£2,500 ovno

SUBARU FORESTER
Gls 4x4, 2000 w reg. 

Manual, abs pas, sunroof etc. 
Drives well, excellent condi-

tion, 2 new tyres.Metallic red, 
11 months mot, 5months tax

Telephone: 
07836 743944 or 

01770 850516

MERCEDES C200 CDI 
CLASSIC

Offers
December 2003
40,000 miles.

Tel: 01586 820258
2

£1,900 o.n.o.

VOLVO S70 R REG
Taxed and Mot’d 
January 09 1.1K 
miles recent full 

service with records.
Telephone: 

01631 564906

2

LANDROVER 
FREELANDER

£3,200 o.n.o.
W Reg, 1.8cc, Manual transmission

Petrol, Blue, Tax and MOT, 50,000 miles

Tel: 07879 401692 or 01546 510382
2

ACE JUBILEE ENVOY 
2006

£8750
4 berth.  Immaculate condition, fixed bed, separate shower/toilet, full cooker/oven/

grill, full fridge, blown-air heating.  Comes with full size Ventura Awning.
Telephone: 01855 821314  

Onich, Fort William. 2

£1,500

NISSAN PRIMERA, 1.8
W Reg, Green Metallic, 

75,000miles,
Taxed and MOT July 
2008, Fine example

Telephone: 
01397 703289

2

53 REG PEUGEOT SW 
307 2000 SE

£5,500 o.n.o.
taxed and MOTd for one year, 56,000 miles, 

excellent condition

Tel: 01631 730348
2

RENAULT KANGOO 
DIESEL CAR

£3300 o.n.o.
Mot’d to 24/08/08 licenced to 30/09/08

First Reg 16/02/01 mileage 35,500.  
Green,  Excellent wee car.

Tel: 01688 400 251 2

2001 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 
COMFORT 1.8

£3,850
16v, excellent condition, MOT Jan 09, 

tax June 08, 87,500 miles

Tel: 07748504405
2

W Reg. 2000 SWB 
Full years Mot. 
Recent rear brake 
overhaul, all belts 
fitted recently. Good 
condition.£1,800 o.n.o.

Tel: 01631 563143 or 07798631655

VOLKSWAGEN 
TRANSPORTER VAN

2

‘96 P Reg, 
5 Door Hatch, Blue,
93K, Tax Aug 08, MOT 
Sept.08,
CD/MP3 Player, 
Many New Parts.
Good Condition£650

Tel: 01475 676095   Mobile: 07775914745

PEUGEOT 306 1.6 
SPINNAKER

2

ROVER 75 
CONNOISSEUR  SE

£4200 o.n.o.
53plate, first Reg Feb 04, Hi-Spec

silver, f.s.h.  all electrics, 48,000miles, full mot, taxed  end March, full leather, heated 
electric memory seats, parking sensors, dual climate,  good condition.

Tel: 01546  605 324 2

BMW 318 CI COUPE 2003 (53)

£8500
Topaz Blue, Manual 5 Gear, 53 k. Full BMW service history, Techno Grey Cloth Tex 
2000 Interior Multi Function Steering Wheel,Driver and Passenger Front and Side 
Airbags,Cruise control,Park Distance Control,(ABS),BMW 6 Disc Multichanger In 

Boot,7 Star J-16’’ Alloy Wheels,Rear Headrests,Air Recirculation AC,Cornering Brake 
Control,(ESP),(PAS),Front and Centre Armrests. Recently had all brake discs replaced 

by BMW.The car is in Excellent condition.Taxed and Tested March 2009

Tel: 07879 041 032 Oban 2

£1350

HONDA BIG RED TRX 300 4X4 ATV
Excellent condition, 

recently been serviced, 
4 new tyres

Telephone: 
07917 810236

TOYOTA COROLLA 
1.4

£5200
04 2004, 5 door hatchback, dark green, taxed and 

MOTd, 46,000 miles

Tel: 01631 740206 or 07909 740677

54 plate  27,000 miles. 
Taxed Sept. 08  Mot  Oct. 
08 Service history. 
Excellent condition.

£4350 o.n.o.
Tel: 07765 815982 (day) 01631 565269 (eve)

VAUXHALL 
CORSA 1.2 SXI

MAZDA 6 (TS) 2.0D 
Estate, (silver) Reg. March 

2003, 1 owner 98,500 
miles. Taxed & MOT’s til 

Feb 2009. FSH
Telephone: 

01397 722209
Bob Colman

£4350 o.n.o.

£2200 o.n.o.

VOLKSWAGEN SHARAN, 2.1
Petrol, 7 seater, 77,000 
miles, tax July, 08, MOT 
Aug 08, CD player, Very 

Good Condition.

Telephone: 
01855 811228

5 SERIES BMW

£2950
T reg, dark blue, well maintained car

Tel: 01880 820076 (after 6pm)

FORD FUSION TDCI

£3900 o.n.o.
Reg Jan 2004  58000 miles Tax Mar ‘08 MOT May ‘08.

Tel: 01546 510541/510292 
or 07831 569000

£2100 o.n.o.

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6SXI
16 valve, 51 registration, Silver, 
5 door, 1 years Mot, 4 mths tax, 
87K miles, Irmsher exhaust, elec-
tric pack. Excellent condition. Any 
inspection welcome.

Telephone: 
07818 417569

BMW 318I SE

£3995 o.v.n.o.
99 V Reg, 76k miles, Mot’d and Taxed, CD multi,Climate 
Control, Cruise Control, ABS,PAS, all usual BMW refin-

ments, excellent condition.

Tel: 01700 504826 / 07773 066818

RED HONDA VTR 
FIRESTORM 1000

£2000 o.n.o.
R Reg, 13000 miles, single seat convertion, 6 months 

road tax, 3 months MOT, VGC.

Phone John: 07899 943 058

2004 MONDEO TDCI

£7000 o.n.o.
130 Zetec S, 6 speed, 37,000 miles, a/c, e/w, 

climate control, 18 inch alloys

Tel: 01586 553824 or 07725 866255

£1100 o.n.o.

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF GTI
1997, P reg, 63,000 

miles, MOT until Dec ‘08

Telephone: 
01583 431266

£2750 o.n.o.

MERCEDES C200
1994, MOT’d until Sept 

‘08. 1 Owner, Low mileage
Please call in at John Thomson 
Construction Ltd., Park Terrace, 

Lamlash, Isle of Arran
or call 

01770 600 242 
for more information

04 Reg, 39,000 miles,
Tax till September 
MOT June, 
Serviced 11.03.08

£4250
Tel: 01770 860399 or 07810 086992

PEUGEOT
206 1.1 S

MITSUBISHI L200 4 
LIFE 4 X 4

£7950 o.n.o.
2004, double cab, red over silver 2477cc, 

stock & towing hook mileage 40,300

Tel: 01499 302744 (after 6pm)

1996 model, 
8 mths mot 
and taxed.

£2250
Tel: 01631 570557

LAND ROVER 
DISCOVERY 2.5 TDI

1997 ISUZU TROOPER 
3.1TD LWB DUTY

£3950 o.n.o.
Green, 1 owner from new, maintained regardless of cost, 129,000 miles, in very good 

condition for year, recent service, Towbar, 6 months tax and MOT. Excellent reliable vehicle.

Phone Alan on 01631 562071 (Office Hours)

EX-DEMO HONDA 
TRX350 4X4

ONLY £4,400 PLUS VAT
LIKE NEW,SHOWROOM DISPLAY MODEL, FULL HONDA 

2 YEAR WARRANTY. FINANCE AVAILABLE

CONTACT: STODDARTS OF OBAN
TEL.01631 564176    MOBILE. 07799692072

51 plate, taxed August, 08, 
MOT August, 08, 89,000 
miles

£1900 + VAT o.n.o.
Tel: 01397 701682

FORD RANGER 
PICK UP 4X4

2.7 Diesel, 1999 T Reg, 
1 years full MOT, Clean 
condition

£3500 o.n.o.
Tel: 07979 923498

NISSAN
TERRANO 2

£4000

INTERNATIONAL 444 TRACTOR
N Reg – Low Hours

Fully restored

Telephone: 
01770 700566 

(Arran)

1997, 1.5 ton, 
3 cylinder diesel, 
dozer blade, 
2 – 3 foot bucket

£3650 cash only
Tel: 01397 700824 (after 6pm)

KUBOTA 
KX41

£1400 ovno

APRILLIE RS125 RACING REPLICA
2003, Silver & black

MOT until July 08, Tax un-
til Sept. 08. 14,500 miles, 
D Restricted. PX welcome 

for MotoX bike.
Telephone: 

07774 000288
   or 01586 551357

2

£3,200

MERCEDES E220
Pillarless Coupe, 1994 

89k, Tax and MOT, VGC
Full leather. Electric 

seats and windows, Any 
inspection

Telephone: 
01770 860277 

(Arran)

2



Telephone 01631 568000 to place your advert + SECOND WEEK FREE  Telephone 01631 568000 to place your advert + SECOND WEEK FREE

24 CLASSIFIED Thursday 13 March, 2008 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions 
which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful 
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the 
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made 
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher 
to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other 
Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage 
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any 
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where 
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within 
fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total 
liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for 
the particular advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type 
and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with 
which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement 
in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in 
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in 
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance 
of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must 
be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 
15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 
invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a 
daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition 
the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though 
it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of 
our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £11.49+VAT

(up to 16 words)
thereafter £2.13 per line

Box Number Fee £4.70 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £11.06 (+VAT)

thereafter £2.13 per line 
(+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £8.09(+VAT)

thereafter £1.70 per line 
(+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£8.65 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£15.25 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£9.75 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£9.40 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£9.40 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£6.5 0 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.couk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K. ...........................£49.95
 ......................£69.00

 ...........£99.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

• REMOVALS & 
STORAGE

Corrie Plumbing
 & Heating Ltd
Tel: 01631 566220

For all aspects of
 Plumbing and Heating 

Domestic and
Commercial

Free Estimates

Oil and Gas Boiler 
Servicing

high standard

•CARAVANS

WINTER SALE

USED STATIC 
CARAVANS

from only
(multiple uses)

NEW STATIC CARAVANS
 ALSO AVAILABLE

Transport can be arranged
Contact Keith on

•BLINDS •GARDEN SERVICES

HAVE YOUR
GARDEN

Strimmer etc.

Blades & Co
Stevenson Street

01631

•BUILDING CONTRACTORS

Neil
 McGougan

Joiners and
 Building

 Contractors

Renovations
Alterations

Domestic and
Commercial

01866 822365

•PLUMBING & HEATING

To advertise here’s what you do:-
IN PERSON  - Fill in the booking form below

 Call into one of our four West Highland sales offices with your advert and  
 one of our sales team will take your details.
- Your advert will appear in the next available issues of The Oban Times,  
 Argyllshire Advertiser and Campbeltown Courier guaranteeing more than  
 40,000 readers.

BY POST  - Fill in the booking form below and send it with your booking  fee and
 details to our Oban office.

BY PHONE - Call 01631 568000 and ask for "Private Classifieds".

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS  - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times
 (see coupon on motors page for details

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH
£50 OR MORE FOR AS

LITTLE AS £12.93
You could have just what our 40,000 

readers are looking for!
You can sell those items that you no longer need for just
£12.93 for up to 16 words, £15.28 for up to 20 words

£17.63 for up to 24 words or £19.98 for up to 28 words

To advertise here’s what you do:-
IN PERSON  - Fill in the booking form below

 Call into one of our four West Highland sales offices with your advert and  
 one of our sales team will take your details.
- Your advert will appear in the next available issues of The Oban Times,  
 Argyllshire Advertiser and Campbeltown Courier guaranteeing more than  
 40,000 readers.

BY POST  - Fill in the booking form below and send it with your details to our Oban office.

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Name .......................................................................................................................................................................
Address ....................................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ............................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS - • Only 1 item per coupon • No cars or parts • No boats or parts 
• No livestock • No business ads or traders
• All adverts will appear space permitting
• All advertisements must be on a valid coupon
• Coupon must be from the previous weeks newspaper

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

PERSONALS

•CARAVANS

PININVER SANDS
CARAVANS

Campbeltown
Selection of pre-owned

Static Caravans
for sale

Prices from £1,400
Transport available

Telephone:
01586

552262
or

• CLEANING

1ST
CHOICE

CLEANING
SPECIALISTS

Carpets and
 upholstery
 cleaning

at its best!
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
07815 036684

or
01631 720322
01631 720297

Evenings

• COMPUTERS REPAIRS

HOOK
DATA

SERVICES
Hardware
 Software
 Advice
 Repairs

 Consumables
Call in or telephone:

01546
830157

 Crinan Harbour
by Lochgilphead

• ACCOUNTANTS

JEAN AINSLEY & Co

• JOINERS & UNDERTAKERS

HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson 

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631
562269

24-HOUR SERVICE

D & A 
MUNN
Joiners,
Builders

& Funeral 
Directors
Breadalbane
Street, Oban
Telephone

01631 562562
or

01631 562203

SPECIALISTS IN BLINDS

• SOFT FURNISHINGS•BUILDERS

SLOSS
BUILDERS

Builders
Roughcasters

3 Ton Digger 

Telephone:

 Mobile:

•PROPERTY REPAIRS

Storm Damage, 
Slate Chimney & 

Roof Repairs.
Plastering, Pointing, 

Brick & Stone 
Restoration Work

Tel: Oban 
07796390411

CALL
01631568000

FOR YOUR 
PAID FOR 

ADVERT  TO 
RUN FOR A 

SECOND
WEEK

BABY EQUIPMENT

and stand and baby bath 

BICYCLES

BOOKS

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

4 rings, grill, oven, 

4 rings, grill, oven, 

W H I R L P O O L 

DOMESTIC PETS

SHEPHERD

natured

CONCERTS

EQUESTRIAN

HORSE BLIZZARD 

HORSE COOLER rug, 

HORSE LEATHER 

HORSE STABLE rug 

 4 

EXERCISE
EQUIPMENT

STEP MACHINE 

FURNITURE
COFFEE TABLE 

seater settee, in good 

evenings.
LARGE ARMCHAIR,

bed, double, green, very 

SMALL FOLDING 

GREYHOUNDS

HEATING
CENTRAL HEATING 

DIMPLEX, SLIMLINE, 

HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

HOME FURNISHINGS
B E E C H W O O D 
FIREPLACE surround 

DIMPLEX ELECTRIC 

INTERIOR DOOR, 

S A N D E R S O N 

S A N D E R S O N 

IN CAR 
ENTERTAINMENT

used, still in box, 

entertainment. DVD, 

never used, still in 

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD  

at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at 

OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 

in this handy and 

MOBILITY

PRINTING AND    
STATIONERY

C H A N G E D 
ADDRESS
adhesive labels to 

,

business should 

SPORTS CLOTHING

WANTED

The Retired Greyhound 
Trust have beautiful 

dogs and bitches 
suitable for adoption. 
These dogs are fully 

vaccinated and spayed/
neutered. If you feel 

you could offer one of 
these ex-racers a home 
please contact Northern 

Division on 01470 
511705 or 01463 

235696.  The RGT is 
a registered charity  No 
269668.   A donation 

is required.  Look 
forward to hearing 

from you.

THANK YOU
Helen Geddes 
would like to 

thank everybody 
for the lovely 

flowers, cards, 
telephone calls 

and verbal 
enquiries during 
my stay in the 
RAH Paisley.

I would like to thank all 
those who helped me when I 
had my accident on Friday, 

February 15, 2008.  The 
ambulance men for their 
prompt caring attention 
and Winnie and Jim for 

looking after Neil and Shaun 
and the staff at the Belford 

and Raigmore Hospital.
Thank you to all who sent 

caring cards and those who 
telephoned to enquire about 
my progress.  Special thanks 

to Isobel MacDonald, Ann 
Walker, Isobel Ramsay and 
George Grant for their help 

and support at this time.  I am 
now on my way to recovery.

Many thanks to all.

Ruth MacLeod, Alford, 
Glencoe.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
JAMIE  AMANDA

    18   21
Love Mum, Dad, John, Jordan and Ashleigh

To The Best Uncle 
in the World

Happy 40th !
Lots of Love from

Abbie & Jennie xxx



FRASER DOWNIE (MASTER SCULPTOR)
New and Traditional Hand Designed Memorials

Additional lettering, cleaning and renovations
Work carried out in any cemetery

FREE DELIVERY TO ALL ISLANDS
Free Advice and Estimates - Brochures by Request

312-314 Argyll Street, Dunoon
Tel/Fax: (01369) 702162

Serving Argyll, Highlands and Islands for over 30 years.

STOKES MEMORIALS

THE
OBAN
TIMES

&
West Highland Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND 

ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the
best-selling weekly 

newspaper in the Highlands 
and is distributed via 1742 

newsagents every week
Editorial Director:
Joan P. Bennett

Group Managing Editor:
Stewart MacKenzie

Deputy Editor:
Graham Crawford

Chief Reporter:
Marian Miller

Head Office:
Oban 568000

Fax: Oban 568001
E-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices:
Fort William
(01397) 703003

Fax (01397) 702495
Lochgilphead
(01546) 602345

Fax (01546) 602661
Campbeltown
(01586) 554646

Fax (01586) 553006
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FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial 
support by donation, deed of 
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

BIRTHS
BROWNE - Sinclair and 
Caroline (née Magee) are 
delighted to announce the 
birth of their daughter, 
Natasha Anne, at The 
Queen Mother’s Hospital, 
Glasgow on February 29, 
2008. A grand-daughter 
for John and Moyra 
Magee and Moira and 
the late Capt. Cameron 
Browne.
FERGUSON - Jean 
Ferguson is delighted 
to announce the birth 

Rachel Helen, born to 
proud parents Donald and 
Helen, at Ulster Hospital, 
Belfast, on January 31, 
2008.
HENDERSON - Duncan 
and Karen are delighted 
to announce the birth 
of their son, Alexander 
James. Grandson for Jim 
and May McDowall, 
Glasgow, and Heckie and 
Belle Henderson, Fort 
William.
HOLLOWAY - Carol and 
Matthew (née Stewart) are 
delighted to announce the 
arrival of Isabelle Ruby 
on February 20, 2008.  
First grandchild for Lottie 
and Jim, Duror and Anne 
and Bill, Oban.

ENGAGEMENTS

SHAW - MULHALL 
- The Rt. Revd Martin 
and Mrs Elspeth Shaw 
are delighted to announce 
the engagement of their 
daughter, Madeleine, to 
Eamonn Mulhall of Co. 
Wexford.

RUBY WEDDING

DEATHS
BURNS - Margaret (Isa).
Suddenly, at Lillyburn 
Care Home, Glasgow, on   
February 26, 2008, Isa, 
our beloved Aunt and wife 
of the late John. Funeral 
service at Bunessan 
Church, Isle of Mull, 
on Saturday, March 15, 
2008, at 12noon to which 
all friends are respectfully 
invited.
CLYDESDALE – 
Peacefully, at the Belford 
Hospital, on March 7, 
2008, Isabella Clydesdale 
(Bel), aged 66, loving 
mother of Stephen, dear 
sister of Fanny and loving 
aunt of Donnie and Alison. 
Sadly missed.
GRAHAM - Peacefully, 
at the Lynn of Lorne 
Nursing Home, 
Benderloch, on March 7, 
2008, Dugald (Dougie) 

Graham, aged 91 years, 
of Oakcliffe, Kilduskland 
Road, Ardrishaig. Much 
loved and loving husband 
of Mary Hamilton Kelly. 
Treasured father of 
Douglas and Duncan 
and dear father-in-law 
of Elizabeth and Isobel.  
Proud grandfather of 
Alison, Ailsa, Susan 
and Fiona and great-
grandfather of Rhianna, 
Rowan, Rory and Lewis. 
A caring neighbour and 
friend to many. Funeral 
service was held in 
Ardrishaig Parish Church 
on Wednesday, March 
12, 2008, followed by 
interment at Achnabreac 
Cemetery. Forever in our 
thoughts.
LOGAN - Peacefully at 
Islay Hospital on Friday, 
February 22, 2008, 
Cathie, 95 years, beloved 
wife of the late Duncan 
(Donda) Logan, a loving 
mother, ha ha and great-
grandmother.  Funeral 
took place on Monday, 
February 25, 2008, at 
Bowmore, Islay.
MACDOUGALL - 
Suddenly but peacefully 
on  February 26, 2008, 
at Lorn and Islands 
District General Hospital, 
Netta MacDougall of 
Tobermory, Isle of Mull. 
Devoted wife of Willie, 
loving mum and granny. 
Sadly missed by all the 
family. Funeral service 
was held at Tobermory 
Parish Church on 
Thursday, March 6, 2008, 
at 12.30pm.
McLENNAN – Peacefully 
at St Margaret’s Hospice, 
Auchterarder, on Friday, 
March 7, 2008, Margaret 
(Maggie)(nèe Paterson) 
in her 74th year, of 
Auchterarder, much 
loved wife of the late 
Donald, loving mother of 
Andrew and Neil, much 
loved sister to all the 
family. Funeral service, 
to which all friends are 
respectfully invited, at 
Perth Crematorium on 
Friday, March 14, 2008, 

only please. Donations 
in lieu may be given, if 
so desired, in aid of the 
Macmillan nurses, at the 
Crematorium.
McMORRIS - 
Peacefully and bravely on 
Sunday, March 9, 2008, 
in the tender care of his 
family, James (Jimmy), 
aged 79 years, formerly 
of Lynn Court, Oban, 
beloved husband of the 
late Margaret, perfect 
father to Billy and Mary, 
admired father-in-law to 
Tommy, very proud papa 
to Kirsty, Innes, David 
and Tommy and special 
great-papa to Karen and 
Iona. Funeral service 
will be held on Monday, 
March 17, 2008, at Oban 
Congregational Church 
at 12noon, thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery 
for 1pm. Family 

donations if desired in 
aid of the British Heart 
Foundation.
McNAUGHTON - 
Suddenly, at home on 
Monday, March 10, 
2008, Donald, beloved 
husband of Irene, much 
loved father of Andy, 
Fiona and Jimmy, dear 
father-in-law of Julie, 
Ian and the late Maria 
and loving grandfather 
to Ryan, Euan, Nadia, 
Kyle, Finlay and Isobel. 
For funeral arrangements 
please contact Co-
operative Funeralcare on 
01369 706607. Family 

McNELLAN - 
Peacefully, at Ninewells 
Hospital, Dundee, on 
Sunday,  March 9, 2008. 
Margaret (nèe MacLean) 
from Newport-on-Tay, 
formerly of Inveraray, 
Argyll, beloved wife of 
the late George, dear 
mother of Alasdair, 
Fiona and Gina, a much 
loved grandmother and 
g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r . 
Funeral service in 
Dundee Crematorium 
on Monday,  March 17, 
2008, at 11am, to which 
all friends are respectfully 

only please but donations 
in lieu to Alzheimer’s 
Scotland can be made 
at the crematorium 
entrance.
MURCHISON - It is with 
deep sorrow that Gael and 
Kyle announce the death 
of their father, Dr Angus 
Gordon Murchison, 
who died peacefully 
in Glasgow on March 
7, 2008. The family 

however, donations to 
the Oban Lifeboat funds 
would be appreciated.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

LOGAN - Duncan, Ann, 
John, Colin and all the 
family of the late Cathie 
Logan, 3 Beech Avenue, 
Bowmore, Islay, would 
like to thank all friends and 
neighbours who attended 
the service at Bowmore 
Village Hall, thereafter 
to her place of rest at 
Bowmore Cemetery, all 
those who braved the 
elements from Oban, 
Tarbert and Campbeltown.  

We would like to thank 
all the carers who looked 
after our mother in the 
last few weeks of her life.  
Thanks to Linda, Carolyn 
and Margaret and to the 
Medico team, Norma, 
Margaret and Christine.  
To Dr Abel and staff at 
Islay Hospital, Iain and 
Wilma, the paramedics 
who saw to all our mothers 
needs with great care and 
attention. A thank you to 
Rev George Campbell for 
his lovely and uplifting 
service, Mrs Gallimore 
for playing the organ.  
Thanks to the undertakers, 
Jean, Craig and Donald 
who took care of all the 
arrangements that had to 
be done. The Lochside 

Roberta) for the beautiful 
purvey afterwards, it was 
very much appreciated.
SUTHERLAND - 
Helen, Joan, David 
and family of the late 
Marjory (Maisie), wish 
to thank most sincerely 
all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for all 
their kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards and 

their recent sad loss. 
Special thanks to Rev 
James Carmichael for his 
most comforting service, 
thanks also to all who 
helped in many ways 
at church, also to the 
Argyll Hotel for lovely 
catering. Sincere thanks 
to Andrew Anderson 
and Son for professional 
help and care with 
funeral arrangements. 
Thanks also to staff at 
Mosside Nursing Home, 
Cowl, and Wallace View 
Nursing Home, Stirling, 
for all their loving care 
and attention, also to 
all who paid their last 
respects in church and 
at graveside, and to all 
who generously donated 
the approx. sum of £405 
to Ardgower church 
and Killin  Nursing 
Association.
STEWART - Chereen, 
Ewen, Maisie and 
Donnie would like to 
thank everyone for 
their kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards and 

sudden and sad loss of 
Ivor. Special thanks to D 
and J Campbell, Charlie, 
Ursula, Julie, Dr Davies, 
police and paramedics. 
To Rev J McCormick 
for comforting services, 
Angus MacColl for 
piping and D and A 
Munn for compassionate 

arrangements. Moreen 

and to all who paid 
their last respects at 
Ardchattan and Perth 
and gave so generously 
to ABCD. A sum of 
£1444.34 was raised, 
thank you all. Also, a 
very big thank you to all 
of Ivor and Chereen’s 
family and good friends 
who helped her through 

IN MEMORIAMS
BLOOR - In loving 
memory of Margaret, 
a dear sister and sister-
in-law, died March 12, 
1999.
Love and miss you 
always.
- Jimmy, Cathy and 
family, Caol.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of our dear 
mother, Mary, who passed 
away on March 16, 2007.
A million times we’ve 
needed you
A million times we’ve 
cried
If love alone could have 
saved you
You never would have 
died
In life we loved you 
dearly
In death we love you still
In our hearts you hold a 
place

- Gordon and Hazel.
CAMERON - In fond 
remembrance of a loving 
sister, sister-in-law and 
aunt, Mary, who passed 
away on March 16, 2007.
Always in our thoughts.
- Dochie, Morag and 
family.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of my dear sister, 
Mary, died March 16, 
2007.
Quietly remembered 
every day.
- Margaret.
CAMERON - Fond 
memories of Auntie Mary, 
who passed away March 
16, 2007.
Always in our thoughts.
- Jane and Brian.
CAMERON - In ever 
loving memory of Ian 
(Don), died March 15, 
2005.
Remembered always.
- Heather, Nik and 
family. 
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear sister
and our aunt, Morag, who 
died March 7, 2005, also 
loved ones gone before.
- Bella and family, Onich.
CLARK - Precious
memories of Margaret, 
who was taken from us on 
March 9, 1997.
Not just today 
But every day 
I remember.
- Love Mum.

Time passes, memories 
stay
Loved and remembered
every day.
- Love Dad and Lotta
No words, no verse Mum
Can ever say 
How much we miss 
You every day.
- Love Natalie and Carrie-
Anne.
No need for words 
We’ll never forget.
- Love Marilyn, Matthew 
and Aileen.
Love and miss you always 
Auntie Margaret.
- Love Caroline, Robert, 
Craig, Sharree and Darren 
xxx
GARNER - In loving 
memory of Bella, a sister 
and auntie who died 
March 13, 2007.
Fondly remembered.
- Joan and family, Islay, 
Drymen and Glasgow.
GILLIES – Fondest
memories of our darling 
daughter, mother and 
sister, Phemie McCallum, 
who died on March 17, 
1979.
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Joan and family, Islay, 
Drymen and Glasgow.
HAY – Precious
memories of Jimmy, a 
loving husband, father 
and grandfather, who died 
March 18, 2006.
Always and forever in our 
thoughts.
- Joan, Donald, Anthea, 
Iain and families.
KELLY - In loving 
memory of my dear 
grandson and our nephew, 
Charles, who died March 
16, 2007. R.I.P.
- 118 Kilmallie Road, 
Caol.
LAFFERTY - In loving 
memory of our Da, John 
Joseph, who passed away 
March 15, 1989.
Always in our thoughts.
Sadly missed.
- Inserted by daughter 
Denise and grandaughter 
Kerry.
LAWRIE - In loving 
memory of my dear niece, 
Margaret, who died March 
11, 2006.
Never forgotten.
- Auntie Chrissie.
MACBETH - Treasured 
memories of my dear 
husband, Jimmy, died 
March 18, 1990, in his 
79th year. RIP.
You are always by my 
side
Our Lady of Fatima pray 
for him.
- Inserted by his loving 
wife, Lizzie, Grange 
Road.
MACLEOD - In loving 
memory of our dear 
mum, gran and great-
gran, Lottie, who passed 
away March 9, 1993, at 
Sunnyville, Tiree.
We think about you with 
love each day
The things you used to do 
and say
They bring a smile and 
sometimes a tear
But  always a wish that 
you were here.
Love you always Mum.
- Rita, Duncan and 
family. 
MACMILLAN – In
loving memory of Jane, 
treasured daughter and 
sister, died March 11, 
1983, aged 17 years.
Loving you always
Forgetting you never.
- Mum, Dad and Graham.
MACPHAIL – In
memory of my darling 
son, Allan, who died 
March 11, 2004.
No morning dawns, no 
night returns
Without a thought of you.
Love you and miss you.
- Mum xx
Always in my thoughts
Forever in my heart.
Love and miss you Dad.
- Emma xx
MACPHAIL - In loving 
memory of my dear 
nephew, Allan, who 
passed away March 11, 
2004. Remembering also 
my dear brother, Archie, 
who would have been 80 
today.
Loved and missed 
always.
- Ann and Alasdair.
MACPHAIL - In 
memory of Allan, who 
passed away on March 
11, 2004.
Lovingly remembered.
- Jennifer x
MACPHAIL - In 
memory of Allan, March 
11, 2004.
Forever in my thoughts.
- Maureen. 
MACPHAIL - In loving 
memory of my dear son, 
John, who died as a result 
of a tragic accident on 
March 15, 1995.
Always in our hearts
Love and miss you 
always.
- Dad and Mary.
MACPHEE - Treasured 
memories of a much loved 
son and brother, Fraser, 
who died tragically in 
an accident on March 8, 
2002.
In God’s hands but forever 
with us and in our hearts.
- Mum, Dad, Catriona, 
Niall, Ruaridh and Arran.
PENMAN - Mark Reader. 
Cherished memories of a 
much loved dad, granda 
and great-granda who 
slipped away so peacefully 
on March 17, 2007.
Beautiful memories are 
wonderful things
They last the longest day
They never wear out

They never get lost
And can never be given 
away
To some, you may be 
forgotten
To others, a part of the 
past
But to us who loved and 
lost you
Your memory will always 
last
Miss you every day dad.
-Audrey and Brian.
They say there is a reason 
They say that time will 
heal
But neither time nor 
reason
Will change the way we 
feel
For no-one knows the 
heartache
That lies behind our 
smiles
No-one knows how 
many times
We have broken down 
and cried
We want to tell you 
something 
So there won’t be any 
doubt
You’re so wonderful to 
think of 
But so hard to be 
without
Miss you granda.
- Paul, Jillian and Kari.
Two little hearts still 
love you
Two little hearts still 
care
Two little hearts still 
wonder
Why wee granda isn’t 
there
Watching over us every 
day.
- Tegan and Ellie xxx.
RENNIE - In grateful 
cherished memory 
of dear mum Mary 
Elizabeth Rennie (née 
Robertson), one time of 
Oban, passed on March 
15, 2005.
Rest in peace.
Forever in our hearts.
- Inserted by her family.
SCOTT - In loving 
memory of my dear 
husband, Jimmy, who 
died on March 14, 2005.
Remembered every day 
and very sadly missed.
- From his loving wife 
Jessie.
SCOTT - In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
Jimmy, who died on 
March 14, 2005.
Precious memories never 
fade away.
- Adrian and Kathy, 
Australia.
SCOTT - In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
papa, old papa Jimmy, 
who died March 14, 
2005.
We all miss you very 
much.
- James, Sandra and 
family.
SCOTT - In memory 
of a dear brother-in-law 
Jimmy,  who died March 
14, 2005.
Gone but not forgotten.
- From Pat and Malcolm
STODDART - In 
loving memory of our 
dear mother, Isabella 
Livingston, died March 
11, 1990.
Always in our thoughts.
- Inserted by family, 
Glasgow.

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

HARVEY – 
MACGILLIVRAY

Both families are 
pleased to announce 
the engagement of 
Alison, youngest 

daughter of Bill and 
Irene to Graeme, son of 
Catherine and Dougie.

STEWART 
– McDOUGALL 

At St John’s Church, 
Port Ellen, on 

March 19, 1968, by 
Rev F S Gibson,                   
James to Belle.           
96 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay.

ECCLESIASTICAL 
NOTICES

LORN
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

Sunday  11a.m.
St Moluag’s Centre

Croft Avenue
Oban

All welcome
Telephone

07876 735 794

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 16 March 2008

Palm Sunday
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion ..... 08.00
Sung Eucharist .......... 10.15
Sunday School and Creche

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All welcome
Norman MacCallum, 

Provost
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist..........11.00 

St Columba,
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist .......... 10.00
ADVANCE NOTICE

Thursday 20 March 2008
Maundy Thursday

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Sung Eucharist .......... 19.30
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Holy Eucharist..........19.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church 
Sunday 16 March 2008

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076
All welcome

CHARITY DONATIONS

MEMORIALS

On Thursday, February 21, 
‘Old Oban’ lost one of its 
dearest and most faithful 
sons, when Charlie McInnes, 
the plumber, passed on.

On the day of his funeral the 
town came to a standstill, as a 
grateful community of young 
and old said farewell to a true 
friend and a local institution.

Charlie was a man who lived 
by the old-fashioned values of 
honesty, loyalty, commitment 
and service – of kindness, de-
cency and caring for his fel-
low man.

Everyone in Oban has a 
Charlie story, but it was Char-
lie’s unseen acts of kindness 
that made him so special; no 
poor pensioner or widow ever 
paid for his time; no volun-

No – not yet more effects of global 
warming but a much more important 
global celebration. 

This coming Sunday is Palm Sunday 
and many churches throughout the world 
will be celebrating the triumphal entry 
of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem, riding on 
the back of a donkey. 

crowds lined the streets to sing praises to 
Jesus, cloaks and palm leaves were scat-
tered on the ground for Him to ride over, 

palm branches were waved in the air to 
celebrate.

Jesus had arrived in Jerusalem to join 

the people recognised Him for who He 
truly was, they saw the wonder of the 
Messiah, the Son of God, their saviour 
come to earth, to Jerusalem, to lead them 
to safety, and they were glad, happy, 

Ever since that day the last Sunday 
before Easter has been celebrated with 

palms, sometimes branches sometimes 
Palm crosses, but always with joy. 

This Sunday the songs, worship and 
shouts of joy will be heard all over the 

near you and joining those who have 
also seen that the Messiah is called Jesus, 
then we can all shout together ‘Hosanna, 
hosanna to the son of David, blessed is 
He who comes in the name of the Lord, 
hosanna in the highest’

Donkeys and palm trees
Thought for the week

Mike Goodison, Reader, Taynuilt

Obituary
Charlie McInnes - Oban

tary groups who needed jobs 
done were ever billed for his 
work. He gave generously of 
his time and his money to all 
deserving causes in the town.

Charlie gave his life to his 
community and his family. He 
worked day and night to serve 

dislocated joints, crushed 
hands, all came alike to Char-
lie – He just swore (occasion-
ally) and carried on working 
– he didn’t have time to waste 
going to see doctors.

Mary got him a mobile 
phone, but he couldn’t hear it 
ringing as he wouldn’t wear 
his hearing aid. He had specs 
with one leg – I think Neil 
Jeffries got them at Moleigh – 
he didn’t wear his false teeth 

wore boots with no laces be-
cause his back was knackered 
and he couldn’t bend down to 
tie them!

Charlie loved his dogs 
– Ghillie, Innes and Skip (the 
one with the leg in the sling) 
who made guest appearances 
on TV at the Camanachd Cup 
Final each time it was held at 

his dogs because he couldn’t 
part with them – indeed, he 
would quite happily have 
been buried “down the green” 
with his faithful friends.

Most of all Charlie loved 
his family – he adored his 
Mary and she loved him 
dearly – despite threatening 
to divorce him at least twice 
a week when he didn’t come 
home until midnight! Mary 
and Charlie shared the same 
values and together they were 
a monument to what is good 
in Oban.

My Mary and I will miss 
Charlie’s visits to Corry-
Lynn, he has been an unfor-
gettable part of our lives for 
30 years.

When I think of Charlie, I’m 
reminded of Shakespeare’s 
words “Above all to thine own 
self be true……thou cannot 
then be false to any man”

Rest easy my dear friend 
– your time sheet in this life 
has been well served. 

 TH

OBAN celebrated its continuing status as a 
Fairtrade Town with a special exhibition by 
Fairtrade artist Jan Nimmo in the town’s Co-
op store.

Alan Reid MP attended the event which high-
lighted the importance of the Fairtrade brand 
for developing countries. Mr Reid said: ‘The 
Fairtrade Mark guarantees consumers a top-
quality and environmentally-friendly product. 
It is such a simple and direct way to make a 
big difference to the lives of poor families in 
developing countries.’

Oban’s Fairtrade Fortnight celebrated the 
success of local businesses in promoting and 

encouraging developing countries to sell their 
goods fairly.

 The town only achieved fairtrade status at 
the end of 2006, but a new directory listing 
all the organisations and businesses which are 
now fairtrade, is 100 per cent bigger than the 
original publication.

As well as last week’s launch of the new 
Fairtrade Directory in the Corran Halls, Oban 
there has been an exhibition in Oban Library 
and a closing function at Tesco at which Ar-
gyll and Bute Councillor Elaine Robertson 
spoke, encouraging more groups in Oban to 
become Fairtrade.

Jyoti Pallas, Liz Armstrong, Anne MacKenzie, David Cullen, Barbara Perret, Marri Mal-
loy, Liz Gibson, Alan Reid MP, Murdoch Mackenzie and artist Jan Nimmo at the Fairtrade 

exhibition in the Co-op. t11jan01dno

Oban celebrates Fairtrade

Argyll RNLI fundraisers 
receive awards
NINE residents of Argyll and three fundraising groups are to 
be presented with honorary awards from the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institute.

The awards, in recognition of their outstanding support to 
the charity, will be presented during a ceremony at the RNLI’s 
Scottish Annual Meeting at Perth Concert Hall on Thursday, 
June 12 this year. 

Peigi Robertson of Oban Lifeboat Management Group will 
be awarded with a silver badge.

Kirstie Barr of Mid Argyll, John Hunt of Tarbert and Hi-
lary Lord and Catherine Thomas of Campbeltown fundraising 
branches will all be awarded with a bronze badge.

Jill Lines of Campbeltown and Jean Nicolson, Stewart Reid 
and Ann Reid, all of Oban Lifeboat Management Group will 

Fundraising Branches in Campbeltown, Islay and Tarbert 
will also all be awarded with branch awards for joint outstand-
ing efforts.  Ann Gordon, acting fundraising manager for the 
RNLI in Scotland, said: ‘Volunteers helped raise hundreds of 
thousands of pounds for the RNLI in 2007 helping us to equip 
and train our lifeboat crews. The RNLI is indebted to volun-
teers both on the fundraising and operations side.’



10-pin bowling

Football

Al Young
Five-a-side Spring  League
                               P      Pts
Funky Five             7      18
Goon Squad           7       17   
Mallaig                   7      16
Claggan                  7      15
Mean Machine       7       11
Livercaol                7       10
Young Ones            7        9
Caley Jags    7        9
Caol Utd                  7       9
Alcan                       7       6
Russels Rangers      7       6
Ardnamuch/n           7       0
Results:
Mallaig 3 Russels Rangers 1
Funky Five 1 Claggan 0
Ardnamuchan 2 Alcan 4
Livercaol 5 Caley Jags 4
Goon Squad 1 Caol Utd 0
Mean Machine 6 Young Ones 1

Indoor football

Shinty

Cross country

Funky Five 
go ahead

AFTER week three and a 
pasta and wine meal in be-
tween games courtesy of LBS 
& D McDonald Slaters, lead-
ers in the LBS singles league 
(scratch) are Pam Weller in 

Alan Donald third.
In the handicap section, 

only three pins separate the 
top three - Scott Brown leads 
Alan Donald by one, with 
John Weller only two pins 
further back.

Sch       Hcap              
Pam Weller            956        1132   
Colin Pinkett         858        1144   
Alan Donald          849        1151   
Paul Macdonald    838        1064   
John Weller           829        1149   
Sean Mcpherson    821        1137   
Cal Brown             800        1114   
Alan Macphail       784        1068   
Stewart Duncan     775        1123   
Laura Brown         765        1049   
Tommy McKnight 758        1083   
David Cartledge    743        1087   
Scott Brown           662        1152   
Gail Anderson       630        1056   
Ann Lovatt            614        1128   
Thomas Reid         613        1097   
Joan Barker           575        1109   
Kay Jerram            525        1041   
Dunc Carmichael   517          745   
Alan Simpson        494          686   
Gordon Anderson  455          707   
David McDonald   447          763   
Angus Macdonald 411          707   
Helen Brian           308          692   

Weller leads 
ten-pin
bowling
league

WEATHER permitting, as 
usual, Claggan Park may host 

urday, when Fort William FC 
are scheduled to play league 
contenders Buckie Thistle.

The visitors are fresh from a 
3-0 drubbing of Brora Rang-
ers last weekend, while Fort 

4-0 loss in Nairn County last 

with a very new set of play-
ers.

Buckie beat Fort William 4-

the sides in September last 
year.

Fort William manager Cal-
lum Maclean has introduced 
several youngsters from In-
verness in an effort to inject 
much needed enthusiasm into 
his struggling squad. 

Due to terrible weather, Fort 
William has played the fewest 
matches of the 15 teams in the 

games less than Buckie This-
tle and Cove Rangers who 
lead the league at present.

A long-range weather fore-
cast predicted heavy rain in 
Fort William throughout the 
week, with light rain on Fri-
day.

The match is scheduled to 
start at 3pm.

FUNKY Five are out on their 
own at the top of the Ali 
Young Spring League after 
they edged out fellow leaders 
Claggan 1-0.

Goon Squad squeezed out 
a 1-0 win over a plucky Caol 
Utd by the same margin, while 
Mallaig contuned their drive 
for the title with a 3-1 victory 
over Russels Rangers.

FOLLOWING the annual Lochaber Pri-
mary Schools Cross Country event held 
in Leanachan Forest in February, 15 
children were chosen to represent their 

held in Dornoch earlier this month.

Blackhall and Fraser MacKenzie from 

14th and 16th places respectively.  
These results, along with those of their 

team mates Ruaraidh MacKenzie and 
Kier Kennedy, gave Caol Primary a well 
deserved third place overall in the team 
event.

In the girls’ race, 116 entrants battled 
it out. The Lochaber team managed to 
secure four top 20 places, with the best 
placed runner being Rhinannan Melrose 

Jessika MacLaren from Inverlochy 
was 12th, Kayla Murdoch from Upper 
Achintore 17th, and Mairi MacRae from 
Caol took 18th place.

Congratulations go to all the runners for 
a great performance against tough oppo-
sition, to all the parents who went along 
to support and to Active Schools Co-
ordiantors, Pam MacDonald and Emma 
Walters who drove the team minibus and 
looked after the runners on the day.

Fraser MacKenzie, Innes Blackhall, Keir Kennedy and Ruaraidh MacKenzie show off their medals f11caol01

Young runners do well at regional cross country

Mountain bikingTHE WHEELERS tried out a 
new course venue at Achader-
ry House Estate, Roy Bridge 
at the weekend.

Forged from the natural con-

well had set an old-style route 
that tested all the competitors 
during the short 2.5 mile lap.  

Natural features predomi-
nated, suiting Joe Barnes who 
took a commanding lead to 
win the event.

Title favourite, Tom Smith 
came in second with his close 

Just 15 points separate these 

two as we head for the season 

Gavin Blainey demonstrated 
that borrowing the wife’s bike 
was a sound tactic as achieved 
his best result this year. Hope-
fully, he’ll have cleaned the 
bike before returning it!

Colleen Foggo took the 
ladies event from Hannah 
Barnes and now leads the se-
ries by 35 points.

The tricky course, set under 

ries and close to the historic 
house built in 1869, proved to 
be a winner for most of those 
present.

Over half of the top dozen or 
so riders were under 20 years 
old, showing that a T-shirt, 
some shorts and a healthy 
dose of attitude were all that 
were needed to attack the 
course.

Many thanks to Dominic 
Dobson for hosting the event, 
to Maggie for helping with 
the timing and to Jamie and 

work and sausage rolls.
Results
1. Joe Barnes  38:25
2. Tom Smith  39:59

4. Gavin Blainey 43:00
5. Gregor Muir 43:28
6. Fergus Lamb 43:59
7. John Shirley 45:02
8. Jesse Wigman 45:03
9. Mike Thouless 46:47
10. Graham Brookes 47:47
11. Gavin Shirley 51:23
12. Rory Maclennan 51:33
13. Jamie Bailey 51:52
14. Graham Anderson 54:46

16. Andy Rogers 55:53
17. Colleen Foggo 56:09
18. Hannah Barnes 56:38
19. John O’Kane 59:48

21. Helen Karlsson 62:48
22. Corina Macdonald 62:55
23 Tom Macmahon 42:56 1 lap
24. Andrew Foggo DNF
25. Allan Macpherson DNF
26. Keith Maclure DNF
27. Ross Robertson DNF
28. Nigel Bailey DNF

Wheelers test new 
Roy Bridge course
Barnes commands 
natural terrain to win

Buckie
come to 
Claggan

Fort William Rangers Supporters Club held a successful annual dinner dance in the Ben 
Nevis Hotel on Saturday. Pictured are the committee members and their partners

DUNCAN Rodgers, Fort Wil-
liam Shinty Club’s player of 
the year in 2007, has big am-
bitions for this season.

The 20-year-old defender 
hopes to not only retain the 
Camanachd Cup with his 
club, but also earn selection 
for Scotland’s senior team 
this year, following success 
with the national Under 21 
side last year.

‘A lot of guys from the un-
der-21’s don’t make that step 
up to senior level, but it’s 
an achievement I am really 
working towards,’ he said.

The former St Mary’s High 
School pupil has been in-

team since he was 16 and his 
recent award underlined his 
importance to the club.

He prefers not to hog the 
limelight however.

‘It obviously feels great to 
win the award, especially at 
such a young age, but I have 
to say it was the rest of the 
boys that helped me look so 
good.

‘I think any of the team 
members deserved the award 
as much as I did.’

He began playing at age 10, 
and said most of his life now 
revolved around the game.

‘My family have always 
been shinty mad so I was al-
ways going to get into the 
game, my parents and grand-

Duncan Rodgers, Fort William Shinty Club Player of the 
year 2007. F11dunc1

Shinty
LOCHABER lost out in the 

eron Under 17’s Cup against 
Beauly at Braeview Park on 
Sunday

Both teams did well to play 

face but Beauly made the 
most of having home advat-
age to run out comfortable 5-
1 winners.

Beauly’s Jack MacDonald 
netted a hat-trick, with Oran 
MacPherson and Paul Brin-
dle also on the scoresheet. 

Stewart Collison scored 
what was to prove a late con-
solation for Lochaber.

On Saturday, only Ardn-
murchan’s pitch proved play-
able allowing Inverness to 
start their season with a 5-0 
win away.

parents were involved with 
shinty and I’m carrying on the 
tradition,’ he said.

His shinty hero is Victor 
Smith, who he played along-
side for several years in the 

cided to move to the second 
team for a spell, with one eye 
on retiring.

Duncan said he, and many 
other young members of the 
squad, owed a great deal of 

gratitude to Jock Sneddon, 
coach of the Fort William ju-
venile team.

‘He really showed me the 
ropes and taught me so much 
about the game.’ 

A young lad who strives for 
perfection and seems deter-
mined not to let success go 
to his head, Fort William and 
Scotland shinty fans should be 
seeing a lot more of Duncan 
Rodgers in seasons to come.

Rodgers look to new season

Shinty
FORT William Shinty Club’s 
under-14 side are hoping to 
equal the record of four suc-
cessive national title this sea-
son.

Last year’s under-14’s won 
every game they played, 

process, including the nation-
al Kenneth McMaster Cup.

Under the guidance of Jock 
Sneddon, the team also won 
the North of Scotland League, 
Ferguson Shield, Lochaber 

side trophy.
Mr Sneddon said all the tro-

phies were special to the club 
and was especially pleased 
that the team remained un-
beaten throughout the year.

‘If we can retain the Mc-
Master Cup this year we will 
equal the record set by Skye, 
so we’re really working hard 
at it. 

14 level, because you get a 
new set of players each year, 
but we believe we can do it,’ 
he said. 

Last year’s under-14 side 
received recognition for their 
efforts at the club’s recent 
awards evening. 

Young Fort 
go  for 
record

Lochaber
miss out at 
Beauly

Offers around £1200

unfinished project, half completed 
in ply, lying Oban, full set of plans

Telephone: 
01631 565316

27FT WHARRAM 
CATAMARAN

£4100

2002 3 SEATER 1000CC SEADOO GTX DI JETSKI

GTX DI Jetski
Only been used in freshwater
Hallmark rollercoster trailer

Spent over £1000 as when it was 
bought it had a fault

For sale due to lack of time

Telephone: 
07754 871 877

2

SAILING TIMES

£2500 o.n.o.

Electric start/tilt,
comes with 18’mayland boat and trailer free.

Telephone: 
01631 570557

YAMAHA 60HP 
OUTBOARD

£1000

Brand new, Indespension coaster swing, 
Never used, 3 year warranty. 

Cost £1400 3 weeks ago will accept £1000
Telephone: 

07733 343504

BOAT TRAILER

17 ft yawl rigged, 
2 berth cruiser 

on trailer. 

Bilge keels, main and mizzen masts and 
full set of sails. Well for outboard.

Other boats for sale
Secondhand boat gear 

New marine equipment to order
THE BOAT STORE 

Lower Dunollie Rd, PA34 5 PJ, Oban

Tel: 01631 565005

£2300
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Shinty

Shinty

Saturday’s 
shinty             
fixtures

All throw up times - 2.30pm 
unless otherwise stated. 

Women’s shinty

Results

Women’s cup 
dates drawn

Premier Division
Lovat P Fort William P 
Inveraray P  Bute P  
Kingussie P Newtonmore P 
Kyles  P  Oban Camanachd P
Strathglass P Lochaber P 
North Division One
Beauly P  Lochcarron P       
Caberfeidh P  Skye P  
Inverness P Kilmallie P   
KinlochshielP GlenurquhartP 
South Division One
Ballachulish P GMA P
Glenorchy P Strachur P  
Kilmory    P Inveraray P  
Lochside  P  Tayforth P  
North Division Two
Kilmallie P Kinlochshiel P 
Lochaber P Glengarry P  
Lovat  P Fort William P  
Newtonmore P Kingussie P     
Skye P Caberfeidh P  
South Division Two
Oban Celtic P Glenorchy  P 
North Division Three
Ardnamurchan 0 Inverness 5
Glenurquhart P Aberdeen U P    
Lochbroom P Boleskine P  
Lochcarron P Beauly P

Premier Division
Bute v Fort William  
David Mitchell
Lochaber v  Kingussie 
Calum Duff 
Newtonmore v  Kyles
Ronald Campbell
Oban Caman v Lovat  
Ted McDonald  12 noon
Strathglass v Inveraray  
Duncan Kelly
North Division One
Beauly v Caberfeidh    
Donald MacLeod
Kilmallie v Kinlochshiel
Andrew MacKenzie
Lochcarron v Glenurquhart 
Charles Young
Skye v Inverness  
Ronald Kennedy
South Division One
GMA v Kilmory  
Duncan Kerr
Glenorchy v Lochside 
Ted McDonald 
Inveraray v Strachur  
Colin MacDonald
Tayforth  v Ballachulish  
Dougie Cameron
North Division Two
Caberfeidh v  Lochaber   
Donald MacLeod
Fort William v  Skye  
Billy Wotherspoon
Glengarry v Kinlochshiel  
Graham Cameron
Kingussie v Kilmallie  
John Sloggie
Lovat v Newtonmore    
Donald MacRae 12 noon 
South Division Two
Aberdour v GMA 
Euan Pearson 
Col Glen v Kyles Athletic 
Robert Baxter
North Division Three
Aberdeen Uni v Kincraig  
Donald A Fraser
Boleskine v Lochcarron
David Stafford
Glenurquhart v Ardna/chan    
Donald MacRae 
Inverness v Strathglass
Graham Irving
Lochbroom v Beauly  
John MacLeod

A RE-RUN of the 2007 wom-

a possibility when the draws 
for this year’s two knockout 
competitions were made last  
Thursday.

Valerie Fraser Camanachd 
Cup holders Forth begin their 
defence of the trophy away to 
newcomers Lochaber. 

last time Glasgow Mid-Ar-

and will await the winners of 
the Glengarry v Glenorchy tie 

An increased total of 11 Di-
vision Two sides will contest 
the newly-sponsored Caledo-
nian Canal Challenge Cup, 
which will require an extra 
round this season.

Holders Strathglass start 
their campaign at home to 
Aberdeen University. The 
Cannich-based side are in 
the opposite half of the draw 
to Glasgow Mid-Argyll, the 
team they pipped 6-5 after 
extra time in last year’s dra-

Full draws made at the 
Women’s Camanachd Associ-
ation meeting in Bell’s Sports 
Centre, Perth, are as follows: 
Valerie Fraser Camanachd Cup –
First Round (May 11): 
Glengarry v Glenorchy
Lochaber v Forth. 
Semi-Finals June 15 - Kingussie 
Glengarry or Glenorchy v Glas-
gow Mid-Argyll
Lochaber or Forth v Tir Conaill 
Harps.
Final -September 20
Caledonian Canal 
Challenge Cup 
First Round (May 11): 
Strathglass v Aberdeen Uni
Tir Conaill Harps v Lochaber
Badenoch & Strathspey v Kin-
tyre.
2nd Round June 15 Kingussie 
Strathglass or Aberdeen Uni v 
Cowal & Bute; 
Tir Conaill Harps or Lochaber v 
Dunadd
Badenoch & Strathspey or Kin-
tyre v Linlithgow
Inveraray v GMA 
Semi-Finals
August 31 at neutral venue: 
Strathglass/Aberdeen Uni or 
Cowal & Bute v Tir Conaill 
Harps/Lochaber or Dunadd; 
Badenoch & Strathspey/ Kin-
tyre or Linlithgow v Inveraray or 
Glasgow Mid-Argyll. 
Final September 20

APPIN and Lochnell ex-

matches in this season’s Oban 
Express Senior UEFA Cup, 
played in brilliant winter 
sunshine at Oban community 
pitch last Sunday.

Drawn in a tough three-team 
Section 3, along with close 
rivals Cobras and Dunbeg, 

only team in the competition 
to amass full points from their 
early matches.  Two hard-
fought 1 - 0 victories, with 
Douglas Tyrell grabbing both 
goals, ensure that Appin are 
well-placed to reach the semi-

resumes on April 27.
Lochnell hit the heights in 

Section 1 with impressive 
performances against Kilnin-
ver, Lochgilphead and Spar-
tans to edge into top spot.

Match of the Day proved to 
be the Ledaig-based team’s 
game against the much-fan-
cied boys from Mid-Argyll, 
with Lochnell scoring once 
in each half, through Daniel 
MacMillan and Alan Bucha-

Lochnell, with coach, John Napier (right), enjoyed success in the 1st Round of the Oban 
Primary League’s Senior UEFA Cup

Dunbeg Seniors have played attractive, attacking football in 
this season’s Sunday League

Primary football

Appin and Dunbeg enjoy 
primary football success

nan, to secure a well-merited  
2 - 0 success.

It’s still all-to-play-for in 
Section 2, where a deter-
mined Hawks performance 
prevented previously free-
scoring Keyline from hitting 
the back of the net.  Thomas 
Cummins made several super 
saves in the Hawks’ goal, but 
could only watch as a tremen-
dous Cameron Gibson drive 
cracked off his left-hand post 

to keep the scoresheet blank 
in an exciting nil-nil encoun-
ter.

The concluding matches in 
the Senior UEFA Cup will 
take place when competition 
recommences after the forth-
coming Easter and Spring 
school holidays. This weekend 
sees the penultimate round of 
matches in this season’s Oban 
Express Junior Winter League 
at Atlantis Leisure. 

OBAN EXPRESS PRIMARY FOOTBALL LEAGUE
SENIOR UEFA CUP COMPETITION
1ST ROUND
SECTION 1
                                          P    W    D    L    F    A    Pts
LOCHNELL           3     2     1     0    4     1     7
LOCHGILPHEAD           3  2     0     1    4     2    6
SPARTANS           3  1     1     1    2     2    4
KILNINVER           3  0     0     3    0     5    0
SECTION 2 
KEYLINE           3  2     1     0  12     0    7
HAWKS            3  2     1     0    3     0    7
ROVERS            3  1     0     2    1     7    3
STODDARTS           3  0     0     3    0     9    0
SECTION 3
APPIN            2  2     0     0    2     0    6 
COBRAS           2  0     1     1    0     1    1
DUNBEG           2  0     1     1    0     1    1

Kilninver and Lochgilphead battle it out in their Sunday cup tie t11fot02

Golf

Islay golf ’s 
March medal

1 K Wylie        99 -28  71bih
2 J Fergfuson   86 -15  71
3 A Macaulay   89  -16  73bih

Club members should note 
that the closing date for the 
Middleton Matchplay has 
been extended to Sunday, 
March 30.

See notice in clubhouse for 
further details.

Left: Lochaber High School’s 
S2 football team recently 

received new strips, courtesy 
of sponsor Mike Blanchard 
from the Building Restora-

tion Company. f10fty01.

New kit for 
Lochaber
High School

WORK is progressing on a 
new slipway at Ardrishaig for 
Mid Argyll Sailing Club. This 
is adjacent to the old commu-
nity pier and will give dinghy 
sailors ideal launching facili-
ties at all states of the tide. 

The project has been helped 
by a grant of £5000 from the 
Marine Communities Fund 
of The Crown Estate and lo-
cal contractors have offered 
to provide materials and ma-
chinery. The 300 tonnes of 
rock and stone needed to con-
struct the slipway have come 
from a quarry owned by M 
& K MacLeod Construction 
Limited and D A MacDonald 
Contractors Limited of Loch-
gilphead are undertaking the 
building work.

the children of Mid Argyll, 
we are pleased to be able to 
support it,’ said Donald Mac-

Sailing

Donald, Managing Director 
of D A MacDonald Ltd who 
is also a water sports enthusi-
ast. Construction will be com-
pleted by the end of March in 
time for the start of this year’s 
sailing season. 

Dinghy sailing is now back 
in strength at Ardrishaig with 
the re-kindling of the sailing 
club now known as Mid Ar-
gyll Sailing Club. 

It’s been 20 years since the 
local sailing club ceased op-
erating. But two years ago, 
Ardrishaig man Donald Mc-
Millan felt there was a great 
opportunity to provide sailing 
facilities for local youngsters 
and enlisted the help of fel-
low sailors Donnie McLeod 
and Peter Hogbin to instigate 
the setting up of a new club.  

Now over 40 members of 
the Mid Argyll Sailing Club 
are once more able to enjoy 
dinghy sailing on Loch Gilp. 
Grants from Argyll and the 
Islands Enterprise and the 
Lottery Fund helped to equip 
the Club with some Picos and 
a 6.5m RIB.   The equipment 
is housed in a building owned 
by Argyll and Bute Council, 
strategically placed by the sea 
wall. Members’ boats include 
Toppers, 420s, 505s, a GP14 
and various Lasers.

The Club has been active in 
training instructors to RYA 
standards in dinghy sailing 
and power boating. 

‘We have concentrated on 
taking youngsters with a wide 
range of experience and abil-
ity to provide the basis for a 
strong Club in the future,’ said 
Donald McMillan, MASC 
Commodore.

Mid Argyll build for the future

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 

or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£500

Competition
SHINTY BALLSpot the

WE HAVE A JACKPOT WINNER: Congratulations to Ewan Cameron, Balmaglaster, by Spean Bridge 
who won the £700 jackpot



Sport

e-mail: sport@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk
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Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown  -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig  +0.25
Portree  +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover  +5.30

Sponsored by 
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Cloudy with sunny spells and showers at times. Winds 
moderate to fresh westerly. Temperatures 5ºC to 9ºC

Friday
Again cloudy with showers at times. Winds moderate to 

fresh westerly.Temperatures 5ºC to 9ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

Both days expected to be cloudy with sunny spells and 
isolated showers. Winds moderate westerly. 

Temperatures 5ºC to 9ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate to fresh

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, March 13, 2008

are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
 Date  am    pm
Thur 03.21 0.9 09.14 3.3 15.44 1.1 21.22 3.3
Fri 04.22 1.3 10.12 3.0 16.48 1.4 22.24 3.0                 
Sat 05.43 1.6 12.25 2.7 18.08 1.6 **.** *.*
Sun 00.37 2.8 07.31 1.7 14.35 2.8 19.37 1.6
Mon 02.53 3.0 09.26 1.5 15.44 3.0 21.00 1.4
Tues 03.53 3.3 10.21 1.2 16.27 3.3 21.59 1.1
Wed 04.27 3.5 11.00 1.0 16.57 3.5 22.44 0.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

20

9

Athletics

Cross country

9

SCOTTISH AMATEUR LEAGUE - PREMIER DIVISION
    P   W  D  L    F   A  Pts
Inverclyde  10   6   3   1   20  12   21
Duncanrig  10   5   3   2   15  14   18
Pollok     9   5   2   2   24  14   17
Greenock    7   5   0   2   14    5   15
Oban Saints  10   4   2   4   14  16   14 
Cambria   14   4   2   8   19  24   14
Kings Park Rangers 11   3   3   5   20  24   12
St Patrick’s    6   3   2   1   10    6   11   
Busby   13   3   2   8   24  36   11  
Postal United  10   2   1   7   12  21     7

Killie keeper 
comes to Oban 
football festival

Weather wipes out 
football fixtures

Football

season the weather played 

Scottish Amateur League last 
Saturday.
 For the third week in a row 
the whole programme was 
almost completely wiped out 
with only one game surviv-
ing the horrendous weather 
conditions and that match 
was played on an astro-grass 
surface.
 Saints were due to travel 
to Ballerup Recreation Cen-
tre in East Kilbride to take 
on Duncanrig but the game 
was called off when the pitch 
failed a Saturday morning 
pitch inspection.
 The Oban lads will be hop-
ing that the weather improves 
this week to allow their Pre-
mier Division league game 
away to Kings Park Rangers 
to take place. 
 The game is schedulled for 
Glasgow Green Football Cen-
tre with a 2pm kick-off. Ref-
eree is John Gallagher.
 Dundee United manager 

that United will again be 

to Oban to take part in the 
Keyline Cup Tournament on 
Saturday 12th July.
 Mr Levein said: ‘It’s a well 
organised tournament, and it 
gives us the chance to have a 

different line-ups and forma-
tions, which you can’t re-
ally do in one-off pre-season 
friendly matches’.
 Youth results: Torrance This-
tle 1, Under 13s 2 - Scorer for 
Saints was Ciaran Jackson 
(2); Giffnock 3, Under 15s 4 
- Saints goalscorers were An-
gus MacCallum, Steven De-

(2); Under 16s 3, East End 
United 1 - Saints scorers were 
Lewis Cameron (2) and Marc 
Beaton. The Gleniffer Thistle 
v Under 17s game was post-
poned.

tures: Kilpatrick v Under 13s; 
Meadowpark v Under 15s; 
Under 16s v Dunoon; Under 
17s v West Park

Football

KILMARNOCK goalkeeper 
Alan Combe will be attend-
ing the Oban Easter Football 
Festival run by the Scottish 
Football Association and Ar-
gyll and Bute Council.

Alan would be at the Oban 
Easter Football Festival on 
Wednesday, April 9.
 The three-day festival, which 

Kilmarnock goalkeeper 
Alan Combe

is open to children from 5-16, 
is being held at Oban Com-
munity Pitch on April 7, 8 and 
9 from 10am till 2pm.
 Young footballers taking 
part should bring a packed 
lunch and a drink as well as 
appropriate indoor/outdoor 
clothing and footwear. 

All participants in the Oban 
Football Festival will receive 
a free t-shirt, baseball cap and 

Booking forms are avail-
able from all schools, leisure 
centres, active schools co-or-
dinators and Oban Football 
Development Group.
 Chairman of the football 
development group David 
Buchanan said it was great 
news that a top class goal-
keeper was coming to the 
festival. He said: ‘Goalkeep-
ers are inclined to be forgot-
ten about as far as coaching is 
concerned and he hopes that 
as many as possible will at-
tend for top class coaching’.

Over 35’s 
Six-a-side League

                               P      Pts
Clements                8      21
Taynuilt                  8      21   
Emergency              8     19
Trailists                   8     16
Owen Sails              8       6
Appin                      8       6
Clan Trees               8       6
Seil                   8       6
Teachers                  8       6
Clements are crowned cham-
pions following their win over 
Taynuilt.
Results:
Clements 9 Trialists 2

Indoor football

Synapse Electronics     
Oban Pool League

                               P      Pts
Lochavullin A      19       30
Markie Dans A 19       28   
Lancaster             19       28
Claredon              19       26
Lochavullin B      19       24
Lochnell               19       24
Soroba House      19       18
Kelvin Killers 19       16
Markie Dans B     19      16
Cellar                    19      10

Pool
Coasters Bar Five-a-side 

Works League
                               P      Pts
Atlantis                  11       27
Carpet Fitters           8       24   
Fos. Yeoman          10       21
Oban High             10       18
Hydro Board          10       18
Hotels                    11        12
RM/GE Builders      9        9
Forteiths                  10        9
Oban Times              9        6
Burnside Joiners     10        3
Results:
Oban High 2 Fost/Yeoman 4; 
Oban Times 4 Forteiths 0
Carpet Fitters 5 Atlantis 4
Hotels 5 Hydro Board 9
Burnside Joiners 3 RM/GE 7

Mid Argyll Sailing Club members Owen Duff, Hamish Nicol and Donald McMillan (Commodore) with youngsters Callum Nicol and Rhianna Duff doing a 
pre-season check of the dinghies. The club are looking to the future - See Page 27

Mid Argyll Sailing Club 
build for the future

THE COUNTDOWN to the 
Oban and Lorn Sport Relief 
Mile on Sunday March 16 has 
begun.

Oban residents should to sign 
up now to guarantee a place 
for them and their family at 
www.sportrelief.com. 

Oban milers have been 
pulling on their Sport Relief 
socks and warming up at At-
lantis Leisure Centre, and will 
make their way along the es-
planade route.  Sport Relief 
2008 is all about challenging 
yourself, friends, family and 
colleagues to do something 
sporty and raise cash.

Tim Woodcock the active 
schools coordinator at Oban 
High School told The Oban 
Times: ‘As the countdown 
to the big day begins we’re 
looking forward to seeing 
hundreds of local residents 
going the distance and getting 
sponsored for Sport Relief.  
March 16 really should be a 
day to remember as the area 
pulls together for this fantas-
tic cause.’

Milers can choose to do 1, 3 
or 6 miles, so can select the 
distance that is a challenge for 
them and make sure they get 
sponsored while they do it.

For more information con-
tact: Tim Woodcock at Oban 
High School.

Runners    
get under 
starter’s 
orders for 
Sports Relief

Curling
NINE young curlers from Lo-
chgoil and six from Arrochar, 
all 12-years old or under, 
played last Wednesday for the 
Western Ferries Trophy.

Those taking part were also 
given a written test on the 
sport’s rules.

Gold , silver and bronze all 
went to Lochgoil with Kyle 
MacMartin, Kyle Egan and 
Connor Guidici taking the top 
places. Dylan Barr of Arro-
char missed third spot by only 
four inches.

Young        
Lochgoil
curlers take 
gold, silver 
and bronze

Clements
champions

THIS WEEKEND sees the 
biggest match of the season 
so far for Oban Lorne RFC 
when the team has the op-
portunity to progress into the 

Hydro Electric National Plate 
competition.

Saturday's cup match, which 
sees the west coast team  away 
to Cumnock in Ayrshire - who 
have already beaten Oban 
at Glencruitten this season 
and, with home advantage  
are strong favourites to go 

Ayrshire double for Oban 

Oban Lorne are actually due 
to travel to Cumnock two 

match a double header with 
the result to stand for both 
competitions has been turned 
down by Cumnock resulting 
in the long, eight hour round 

trip having to be made twice.
It has been a really frustrating 

start to 2008 for Oban Lorne 
with only two matches being 
played so far due to the wet 
weather conditions . 

The club now look certain 

into the middle of April 
which will overlap with  the 
traditional 7’s rugby season. 

It is hoped that Scotland’s 
courageous performance in 
winning the Calcutta Cup 
last weekend will give all the 
players a boost after so little 
game time for their efforts in 
training.

Oban Lorne should be at full 
strength on Saturday and it 
will take a totally committed 
effort for 80 minutes from 

in the National Plate is to be 
achieved.

The club are taking a 
coach to Cumnock and any 
supporters wishing to travel 
should contact team manager 
Darrell Williams. Kick off in 
Cumnock is at 3pm.

OBAN Lorne RFC are host-
ing a mini rugby competition 
this Sunday March 16 from 
11am. 

include Oban, Mull, Loch 
Lomond and  Arrochar. 

Each club is expected to 

levels.

Mini rugby 
test at Oban

Rugby

Oban Lorne aim for         
National Plate quarter final

Rugby

BEACH Park Irvine was the venue for the 
30th ScottishPower Secondary Cross Country 
Championships last weekend.

Thousands of secondary school-aged pupils 

door event, with four races for both boys and 
girls of distances between 2400 and 6000m.

Young athletes from Campbeltown Gram-
mar, Hermitage Academy and Lomond School 
in Argyll and Bute took to the tracks, despite 
the wet weather. 

Campbeltown’s Gary Turner ran to 30th po-

group while Donna MacMillan, Ruth Semple, 
Eilidh Macalister and Nicola Paterson took 
part in the Girls 14-15 group.

The cross country championships has been 
held at Irvine’s scenic Beach Park for more 

than 20 years and has seen some of the coun-
try’s top runners including Liz McColgan and 
Yvonne Murray take part.

Now in its fourth year of sponsoring the 
grassroots element of athletics, Scottish-
Power, the environmentally-friendly energy 
company, is proud to be associated with this 
event.

Jim Paterson, sales and marketing director 
of ScottishPower, said: ‘Beach Park in Irvine 
is always a fantastic venue for the Secondary 
Cross Country Championships, even with the 
cold and wet weather we seem to get every 
year without fail’

‘Despite this, there was a great turnout, with 
plenty of talent emerging on the day.’

Runners tackle Irvine in the rain
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