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A BRIDE-to-be had to be fl own 
to hospital in Glasgow after being 
hit in the eye by a shuttlecock at 
an Argyll badminton tournament.

Susan Fletcher, who insists her 
wedding will go ahead this Sat-
urday at Strathlachlan Church, 
near Strachur, suffered serious 
damage to the retina of an eye 
and has been bed-bound since the 
accident.

The couple were due to meet 
their doctor yesterday (Wednes-
day) to discover the extent of 
Susan’s injury, which has left her 
with blurred vision.

The incident happened at the re-
cent Argyll and Bute Badminton 
Cup in Campbeltown.

Susan’s fiancé, and former bad-
minton doubles partner, Gordon 
Tyre said: ‘Susan is a very posi-
tive person, she knows it was just 
one of those things, but it couldn’t 
have happened at a worse time.

‘Apart from the wedding, she 
had just started a new job and 
feels really bad about being off 
so soon after starting.

‘Badminton isn’t a sport you as-
sociate with serious injuries but 
before the incident she had been 
hit below the other eye but got 
away with a bit of bruising.’

The sporty Dunoon couple are 
planning to go ahead with a ski-
ing honeymoon in Austria. 

Gordon added: ‘We wanted to 

go on a skiing honeymoon but the 
doctors aren’t too keen on her do-
ing that. Even if we can’t ski we 
will probably go anyway.

‘Susan has been very optimis-
tic about the whole thing and has 
always kept her sense of humour 
about it.

‘The guy that smashed the 
shuttlecock into her eye sent her 
flowers to say sorry and wish her 
well. Susan sent a card back say-
ing, ‘Thank you for the flowers. I 
can only tell what they are by the 
smell’!’

The other teams competing in 
the tournament, Oban and a joint 
Mid Argyll/Campbeltown team 
wished Susan a speedy recovery.

Bride-to-be rushed to hospital after badminton accident

Gordon and Susan in happier times - now a freak eye injury 
to Susan threatens their planned honeymoon

HIGH street fashion retailer 
New Look has confi rmed 
it will be moving into the 
former Woolworths store in 
Oban’s George Street.

The company said it had 
been looking at Oban as part 
of its expansion plan. It is 
envisaged that the shop will 
open in March.

A spokesman for New Look 
said: ‘We are opening a num-
ber of new stores. We are in a 
lucky position that people are 
still coming to us, despite the 
recession. People who maybe 
didn’t shop with us pre-credit 
crunch are finding that our 
quality and fashion is better 
than they thought.

‘We have an expansion plan 
and more than 600 stores 
throughout the UK but it can 
be difficult to find premises. 

‘We have been looking at 
Oban for some time, waiting 
for a property to come up, so 
it’s great for us to have found 
somewhere.’

Oban Chamber of Com-
merce chairman Alan Cathro 
said: ‘An empty store, of 
which there are a few, is being 
filled. That is great news for 
the town in general and the 
store will create a few more 
jobs for people.’

New Look 
for George 
Street

Cable thieves 
strike again
CABLE thieves who took 160 
metres of British Telecom 
(BT) wiring from power lines 
in the Bridge of Orchy area 
are believed to have struck 
again, this time at Killin and 
Aberfoyle.

BT has confi rmed the theft 
at Killin of three spans of 
overhead cable, in what they 
regard as an ‘unusual’ area for 
this type of crime.

Two incidents near to the 
A821 Kilmahog - Aberfoyle 
road are believed to have re-
sulted in another 500 metres 
of copper cable disappearing.

Police are still trying to 
trace the thieves, who pose 
as workmen in fl uorescent 
jackets and remove valuable 
sections of copper wiring. 
The thefts in Bridge of Orchy 
left 50 homes without a phone 
connection.

A spokesman for BT said: 
‘BT is constantly monitoring 
its processes to make sure our 
infrastructure protection is ro-
bust.

‘More than 100 people have 
been arrested across the UK 
for stealing from our net-
work.’ 

Sea life centre 
annual pass offer
THE Oban Times and Oban’s 
Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary 
will be teaming up once again 
to offer readers annual passes 
at a very special rate. 

Annual pass holders can 
enjoy free entry to the Bar-
caldine attraction as well as 
nine other sea life centres and 
sanctuaries around the UK. 
There are also special dis-
counts in the centres’ cafes 
and shops. 

The Sea Life Annual Pass 
usually costs £30 for adults 
and £20 for children aged 
between three and 14. By col-
lecting vouchers appearing in 
The Oban Times for the next 
two weeks, you can pick up 
a season ticket for just £8 for 
adults and £6 for children. 

Be sure to order your copy 
NOW!

MASSIVE offshore wind-
farms could give Argyll’s 
west coast a huge jobs boost 
after power companies were 
given the go ahead to investi-
gate three off-shore sites. 

ScottishPower Renewables 
will look at the largest area, 
off Tiree’s western shore, 
which could produce enough 
power for one million homes. 

Islay
Airtricity Holdings (UK) 

Ltd will explore the seabed 
off Islay’s western shore and 
another smaller site off Kin-
tyre.

Communities are hope-
ful that research work at the 
sites as well as the potential 
construction and operation of 
windfarms in the future would 
boost the local economy and 
create quality engineering 
jobs.

On Islay, the community 
energy company is looking 
forward to discussions and 
co-operation with Airtricity. 
Chairman Philip Maxwell said 
island businesses have much 
to contribute. He added: ‘The 
important thing for the com-
munity is that the community 
does get a tangible benefit 
from having these big indus-
trial generators close by.’

Tiree
Lloyd Gudgon of Tiree De-

velopment Trust said a major 
windfarm off Tiree could pro-
vide several maintenance jobs 
for islanders: ‘Those would 
be long-term, quality jobs that 
school-leavers on Tiree could 
aspire to. If it created 20 jobs, 

that’s more than any employer 
on the island.’ 

He added that any wind 
power developments were at 
a very early stage: ‘I think it’s 
quite important we don’t get 
carried away with this. It is a 
process; the first stage is the 
investigation which could last 
three to five years. 

‘It looks like there is plenty 
of time to get a decent consul-
tation and get the community 
involved.’ 

In Kintyre, the prospect of 
major windfarms on the west 
coast could be a lifeline for 92 
workers at the Vestas Celtic 
wind turbine plant near Camp-
beltown. The plant has faced 
an uncertain future since its 
Dutch owners announced it 
would close in August 2008. 

Alan Reid, MP for Argyll 
and Bute said these first steps 
‘afford an excellent oppor-
tunity for the Machrihanish 
factory to win the contracts to 
build the towers.

‘I hope that this news will 
help to clinch the deal re-
quired to save the factory.’ 

Jim Mather, MSP for Argyll 
and Bute and Scotland’s En-
ergy Minister, predicted major 
energy generation on the west 
coast could feed new power-
hungry industries. As well as 
engineering and maintenance 
jobs, he said there would be 
knock on benefits for the 
whole local economy. 
Read more on Page 16.
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Offshore
jobs for 
Argyll?
Wind power sites near 
Tiree, Islay and Kintyre

Offshore wind farms could be situated near Tiree, Islay and Kintyre

A DALAVICH resident, who 
contacted the police call cen-
tre after an attempted break-
in at the village’s community 
hall, was told that she had to 
wait two days for assistance.

On discovering the crime 
scene at 8pm last Monday, 
the resident immediately tel-
ephoned the local police of-
fi cer but, as he was on rest 
days, she was put through 
to the centralised police call 
centre.

She was told that no of-
fi cer could investigate until 
Wednesday after 4pm.

Members of the commu-
nity contacted Oban North 
and Lorn Councillor Elaine 
Robertson, who passed on 
their concerns to Oban Police 
Station. A police offi cer from 
Oban arrived to investigate 

the following day.
Councillor Robertson said: 

‘I don’t fault our local police 
station; they acted following 
my phone call.

Decision making 
‘This type of incident is a 

worry for rural communities. 
It is more a general concern 
over central decision making, 
without local information.

‘This latest incident did 
leave the community feeling 
vulnerable.’

Avich and Kilchrenan 
Community Council secre-
tary Marilyn Henderson said 
the issue would be discussed 
at the community council’s 
next meeting.

A spokeswoman for Strath-
clyde Police said: ‘When the 
call centre received the call 
regarding the break-in at 

Dalavich Social Club it was 
dealt with in a timely and 
accurate manner and passed 
onto the area control room 
for suitable action.

‘The call was priority as-
sessed and it was decided 
that due to the high volume 
of calls experienced at this 
time together with the severe 
weather conditions, an of-
fi cer would not be attending 
immediately.’

The spokeswoman added 
that a police offi cer tried to 
contact the reporter but was 
unable to do so. 

She continued: ‘The report-
er explained the premises was 
now secured and the alarm 
reset and that nothing had 
been stolen. It was agreed 
that police would attend at a 
later time.’

Police call centre answers Dalavich break-in 
plea with ‘you will have to wait two days’

Concern over police call centre 
response to rural problems

Jura soldier in 
Afghanistan
A YOUNG soldier from the 
Isle of Jura is serving with an 
elite force in the volatile and 
highly dangerous Helmand 
Province of Afghanistan.
Read more on Page 18 

AN OBAN man has captured 
the fi rst photographic evi-
dence of a large wild cat on 
land near Glenshellach Road 
in the town. Steve Cross, who 
lives in Park Road in Oban, 
took the photograph after see-
ing the animal on marsh land 
near his home.
Read more on Page 5

Oban ‘big cat’ 
caught on fi lm

FISH farm workers from 
across the west Highlands 
took part in the UK’s fi rst 
aquaculture and maritime 
safety awareness event at 
Oban. More on Page 14

Fish farm safety 
in spotlight

CARERS and users of a Mid 
Argyll respite home are de-
lighted that it has been given a 
stay of execution. But they are 
dismayed at how the proposed 
closure has been handled by Ar-
gyll and Bute Council.

Councillors voted against 
shutting the Lochgilphead 
home to save funds as part of 
Argyll and Bute Council’s an-
nual budget, agreed last week. 
Council leader Dick Walsh said 

the future of Fyneview, which 
serves elderly and disabled peo-
ple throughout Argyll, would 
be re-considered as part of a re-
view of older people’s services 
already underway. 

Denis Burke, a carer for his 
wife, said: ‘Everyone is a bit 
cautious about it. We have no 
guarantees at all for the long-
term future. The fi ght is going 
on.’

The Tarbert man said he did 

not share the concerns of some 
councillors that the service was 
too expensive: ‘Staff at Fyn-
eview give an absolutely gold 
standard of care. It is a relatively 
modest cost if you look at some 
private institutions. You have to 
ask how much do the weak, the 
fragile, the elderly and the se-
verely disabled deserve?’ 

Another user of the home, 
Alistair McCrae from Ardris-
haig, wrote to the council say-

ing he was distressed at the lack 
of consultation over Fyneview’s 
future. He told them: ‘I feel dis-
mayed that no one has asked 
me about the services and what 
I want and need. 

‘Fyneview Respite Home is 
the only dedicated service pro-
vided by Argyll and Bute for 
those who need respite care. 
To remove this would be a 
backward step and to remove 
it without full and open discus-

sion between all the relevant 
people would be a disgrace.’  

Tricia Morrison of Argyll and 
Bute Carers’ Network echoed 
the worries of those who use 
the service. She said there was 
no guarantee another look at the 
service would lead to a differ-
ent outcome. 

The National Carer’s Organi-
sation values the work of Argyll 
and Bute’s carers at £129 mil-
lion each year. 

Mid Argyll respite home saved – for the moment

A WALKER, who had got lost 
in thick mist while walking 
his dog on the Isle of Lewis 
was rescued by a helicopter 
crew after they were able to 
locate a fl ash from the camera 
of his mobile phone.

The man had become diso-
rientated on Barvas Moor, 
seven miles from Stornoway 
and was rescued at 2am after 
an eight hour ordeal.
Read more on Page 19

Walker saved by 
the fl ash of his 
mobile phone

ISLANDERS on Luing say 
summertime lasts for 15 
weeks because that is how 
long the evening car ferry 
timetable will run this year.

Residents claim that this is 
the shortest summer timetable 
yet. While Argyll and Bute 
Council claims that there is 
no signifi cance change from 
previous years.

Alison Robertson, who is 
a member of the Fixed Link 
Action Group (FLAG) on 
Luing, claims to have heard 
rumours that due to staffi ng 
issues the summer timetable 
may not happen at all. 

‘They are hoping to ap-
point a full time and part time 
worker for the ferry,’ she told 
The Oban Times.

‘But if that doesn’t happen 
then I am frightened that we 
may be left without our sum-
mer car ferry due to an ongo-
ing work to rule by the ferry-
men.’
Read more on Page19

Luing timetable 
concern voiced
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Crew lucky 
to be alive 
after Clyde 
capsize
THE crew of a fi shing ves-
sel were lucky to escape with 
their lives after their boat cap-
sized in the Firth of Clyde.

The Jubilee Star was towing 
nets off Dunoon last Wednes-
day when its nets got caught 
on the seabed. The vessel 
capsized throwing three crew 
members in the water.

The vessel’s life raft was 
deployed and the three men 
managed to climb aboard the 
raft while awaiting rescue.

A police rescue boat, an 
RAF helicopter was scram-
bled from Prestwick, Helens-
burgh lifeboat and a nearby 
fi shing vessel, Guide Me, all 
responded to Clyde Coast-
guard’s emergency call.

The Guide Me took all three 
fi shermen on board who were 
then winched on to the heli-
copter and transferred to a 
waiting ambulance at Du-
noon.

Richard Morgan, watch 
manager at Clyde Coastguard, 
said: ‘With sea temperatures 
at around six degrees at this 
time of the year they were 
very lucky to just have suf-
fered mild hypothermia.

‘We’d like to thank the 
crew of the Guide Me who 
responded so quickly to our 
emergency broadcast, and all 
the other personnel of the res-
cue units who attended.’ Western Isles NHS move 

on hand hygiene campaign
Bord na Gaidhlig have 
launched a website for anyone 
wanting to learn about Gaelic 
language and culture.

The website, mygaelic.com, 
has been designed for novices 
and fl uent speakers to give in-
formation on a broad range of 
subjects including events and 
tourism.

THE National Health Service (NHS) Western Isles is launch-
ing a hand-washing drive in hospital wards as part of a na-
tional campaign. 

Chief executive Gordon Jamieson said good hand hygiene 
helped prevent hospital acquired infections like MRSA and 
E.coli.

Mr Jamieson added: ‘There is a continuing move thorughout 
NHS Western Isles towards involving patients more in their 
care and we want patients and visitors to play a part in improv-
ing their hand hygiene.’  

Gaelic website

AT LESS than 500 feet, Ti-
ree’s Ben Hynish is not a 
lofty peak. But one islander 
is climbing it several times a 
day to prepare for a charity 
expedition to the Himalayas. 

Gordon Scott has also re-
sorted to trekking across Ti-
ree with thermal clothing and 
equipment to prepare for the 
extreme conditions he will 
face.

In April, he will spend 
two weeks climbing from 

10,000ft to Everest Base 
Camp and hopes to conquer 
the 18,000ft mountain Kala-
patar for stunning views of 
the world’s highest peak. 

Gordon said: ‘The biggest 
challenge is the altitude. And 
as everyone will appreciate, 
it’s very diffi cult to prepare 
for this on Tiree. It’s known 
for its fl atness. We do have a 
couple of hills – I have just 
been going up and down, 
then up and down again.’  

The intrepid mountaineer, 
who has previously walked 
the West Highland Way and 
the Great Glen Way, said he 
had long had a fascination 
with the Himalayas. He add-
ed: ‘Being able to stand there 
at the end and say I have done 
it will be great.’ 

Gordon, who is funding the 
trip himself, hopes to raise 
£2,000 for Sense Scotland, a 
charity that works with adults 
and children who are both 

deaf and blind. He said: ‘I 
have been genuinely moved 
by reading about this charity 
and hearing about the work 
they do. It must be amazing 
to bring someone who’s deaf 
and blind into contact with 
the world around them.’ 

Sponsor forms have been 
placed in Tiree shops and do-
nations can also be made on 
Gordon’s fundraising web-
site www.justgiving.com/
gordonEBC.

Islander trains for Everest mission on the ‘hills’of  Tiree

Gordon Scott mountaineering on Tiree last week in prepara-
tion for a Himalayan trek. T07tiree1no

‘Being able to stand there and say I have done it will be great.’

THE DEDICATION of a community has 
secured protection from the sea.

People on the Isle of Luing took the re-
construction of their sea defence wall so 
seriously that within nine months of a 
huge storm that fi nally washed away the 
remains of their barrier, residents man-
aged to secure funding for its rebuilding.

Islanders had two things on their side; 
enthusiasm for the job and slate to build 
the wall…in abundance. The small isle is 
not called the Slate Isle for nothing.

Money was provided from Argyll and 
Bute Council for labour to construct a 8-
12ft deep wall 20ft high. But all the mate-

rials were provided, 18,000 tonnes from 
the slate mine, as a gift from the island’s 
community trust valued at £270,000.

Barry Wilson, who lives in the last house 
before the sea in Cullipool village and 
is project manager, said: ‘Islanders have 
made attempts to repair the wall over the 
past 10 years and have done a fantastic 
job, but the last big storm was so bad that 
the water at high tides came within inches 
of the door. 

‘Argyll and Bute Council have given us 
two grants to secure the work. 

‘The wall should now last for some 
time.’

Barry Wilson project manager, Neil MacQueen, community 
council chair, and John Robertson, chair of the island’s com-
munity trust, stand on the reconstructed barrier with some of 

the slate used to reconstruct the wall on Luing. T07luing04

Luing locks into local resources 
top mend storm damaged wall

A NEW pier at Kallin on 
Grimsay island, between 
North Uist and Benbecula has 
opened opportunities for bulk 
cargoes to be shipped in and 
out of the islands. 

MV Nord Star commenced a 
bulk service this month from 
the new Kallin Pier. The fi rst 
cargo was a shipment of 650 
tonnes of aggregate heading 
for the Isle of Tiree. 

Although the Nord Star has 
been operating among the is-
lands and between Scotland 

New Uist pier boosts bulk transport 
links throughout the west coast

John Alick MacLean of MV Shipping Agency and Ewen MacInnes managing director of Hebridean Coastal Services, with the Nord Star at Kallin Pier

and Northern Ireland for a 
number of years for road salt 
and other bulk materials, this 
latest shipment was unique, in 
that the aggregate was sourced 
from Benbecula. This was the 
fi rst time that the vessel has 
been used to export a cargo 
from Uist, an operation which 
has only been made possible 
by the recently-completed 
£3m extension to Kallin pier. 

Owned by Ewen MacInnes’ 
Hebridean Coastal Services 
Ltd of Benbecula, the Nord 
Star was shipping aggregate 
from MacInnes Brothers 
Ltd’s own yard at Uachdar 
on Benbecula.  The fi rst load 
was destined for haulier Ian 
MacKinnon on Tiree. Prior 
to the construction of the 
Kallin pier extension, the 
cargo would have had to be 

transported by road to the 
pier at Lochmaddy, a journey 
of more than a hour, which 
would have made the opera-
tion uneconomic. 

According to managing di-
rector Ewen MacInnes, the 
Nord Star is available for 
shipping all types of bulk or 
general cargo in and out of 
Uist or elsewhere. 

‘This is an important devel-

opment for Uist,’ he said. 
‘The Kallin Pier extension 

makes it economic for the 
fi rst time to export bulk prod-
uct from the Benbecula area 
– an opportunity which we 
are exploiting to the full with 
the Nord Star. 

‘The vessel and its crew 
are well-acquainted with the 
waters around the west coast 
islands and beyond, and this 
new service that we are able 
to offer increases the sales po-
tential of the islands.’

‘This is an important development for Uist’

Beachd Ailein
Le bratach mhath sneachda air na monaidhean fad beagan 
sheachdainean cha b’ iongnadh ged nach biodh cus aire 
ga thoirt, am measg luchd sgitheadh, bho chionn beagan 
làithean nuair a thuirt fear-labhairt aig oifi s na h-aimsire 
nach biodh gnìomhachas chleasan sneachda air fhàgail ann 
an Alba ann an leth-cheud bliadhna. A-rèir an duine seo tha 
blàthachadh na cruinne dol a dh’ fàgail nach bi de shneach-
da a’ tuiteam ann an Alba mun àm sin na cheadaicheas sgit-
headh na dad den t-seòrsa. 

Agus nach annasach, a dh’aindeoin ’s na thathas air a ràdh 
air feadh an t-saoghail mun chunnart seo tha cuid ann, agus 
daoine glè chomasach nam measg,  nach eil fhathast ga ch-
reidsinn.  Chuala mi fear ainmeil ann an saoghal gàrradai-
reachd ag ràdh gum bheil mòr-thubaist na h-àrainneachd 
fada nas cunnartaiche na trioblaid mhòr eadar-nàiseanta an 
ionmhais.  Na bheachdsan tha an t-àm seachad far am feum 
dùthchannan an t-saoghail grad ghluasad a dhèanamh gus 
leasachadh air na modhan obrach is caitheamh-beatha a tha 
ag adhbharachadh na trioblaid. Gun teagamh chaidh bacadh 
air èifeachdas nan oidhirpean a rinneadh roimhe ri linn dìth 
taic  Ameireagaidh, agus tha seo a-nise na dhùbhlan eile 
dha Barac Obama. Na adhbhar dòchais a-rèir coltais airson 
na h-àrainneachd cho math ri iomadh cùis eile! 

Bhuail e orm gun robh seòrsa de choimeas an seo dhan 
t-suidheachadh a thachair dha gnothach neo dha eile air 
Ghàidhealtachd na mo chuimhne fhìn. Leth-cheud bliadhna 
air ais nuair a bha obair croitearachd a’ dol gu làidir feadh 
choimhearsnachdan an Eilein Sgitheanaich san do thogadh 
mi fhìn, cò chreideadh nach biodh cha mhòr òirleach ta-
laimh ga thionndadh taobh a-staigh aois ginealaich, gun 
ghuth air àireamhan stuic a’ sìor shìoladh às. Agus far an 
robh a’ chroitearachd agus an obair-coimhearsnachd sin a’ 
gabhail àite gu cofhurtail eirmseach ann an cànan dhual-
chasach an àite, cò nas mò a bha dol a chreidsinn nach bi-
odh i aig còrr air dàrna-leth na coimhearsnachd taobh a-
staigh leth-cheud bliadhna.

Chan eil an sin ach dà eisimpleir air cho mòr agus cho 
clis sa tha atharraichean a’ tighinn air coimhearsnachdan is 
dòigh-beatha, agus tha gun teagamh dleastanas oirnn uile a 
bhith a’ gleidheadh nan dìleaban dhualchasach agus àrain-
neachail a fhuair sinne.
With some of the best snow for many seasons attracting 
record numbers to the ski-slopes it was perhaps understand-
able that there was little reaction to the recent prediction by 
a weather expert that global warming will mean Scotland’s 
snow sports industry will be wiped out in 50 years. 

When I was growing up in an active Gaelic-speaking 
crofting community 50 years ago, I suspect predictions of 
the virtual demise of crofting and the serious erosion of 
the Gaelic language and culture through which it was then 
practised would have been greeted with equal incredulity.

These are just two examples of the speed and scale of 
change in our community, and they are stark reminders of 
our collective responsibility to work to maintain and sus-
tain the cultural and environmental legacy which we in-
herited.
Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell )

Or call our free advice line:

Our expert advisers can help you maximise 
your chances for business success. 

From finding new markets to managing cashflow,
from winning and retaining customers to better
communications, we can source information on
any issue affecting your business now.

TELEPHONE / 08000 884 884 / www.hie.co.uk
LINES OPEN MON / FRI 8AM / 6PM / SAT 9AM / 1PM

MEET THE 
BUSINESS EXPERTS/
For free practical advice, drop into our business clinic:

ARGYLLSHIRE GATHERING / OBAN
WEDNESDAY 25TH FEBRUARY / 3PM-7PM

www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

Have a
CLEAROUT

and make some

CASHCASH
NOW ONLINE

Advertise your 
unwanted items in either 

The Oban Times, 
Campbeltown Courier 

or Argyllshire Advertiser

your ad will also 
appear online at

www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk

Feeling the 
during the Credit Crunch?

Simply use the 
coupons on the

 private classifi eds 
page or visit the 

website and input 
your details there
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ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
annual budget meeting last 
week saw the local authori-
ty’s reserves dipped into by 
£1.7 million to limit cuts.

Council tax freeze
The ruling coalition of inde-

pendents and SNP and oppo-
sition members agreed unani-
mously to freeze council tax 
levels for a second year.

The use of reserves helped 
the council to pull back from 
unpopular proposed cuts in 
respite care, libraries and 
cash for sport and support for 
events and music tuition.

Councillor Donald MacDon-
ald said: ‘Last year we set the 
budget on St Valentine’s Day 
and the love-in continues.’

While council leader Dick 
Walsh paid tribute to the unity 

THE current Band D 
council tax for Argyll 
and Bute remains at 
£1,178.
 Overall funding for 
the coming fi nancial 
year is £257 million, 
an increase of 2.65 per 
cent.

ARGYLL and Bute 
has taken £1.7 million 
from its reserves to 
put towards this year’s 
budget. This leaves 
nearly £4 million, 
which represents 1.5 
per cent of the budget, 
which is thought to be 
suffi cient to have in 
reserve for contingen-
cies.

THE budget was set 
against the back-
ground of an Argyll and 
Bute economy which 
overall is performing 
less strongly than the 
Scottish average; the 
per capital GVA Gross 
Value Added for Argyll 
and Bute is £10,600 
and for Scotland the 
fi gure is £16,300. Aver-
age earnings in Argyll 
and Bute are seven per 
cent lower than those 
in Scotland. 

THERE has been a 
reduction in income 
from planning fees 
and building warrants 
due to the slowdown 
in the house market.

COUNCILS tradition-
ally invest money, 
until it is needed, to 
earn more income; a 
number of councils 
lost out in the Icelan-
dic banking crisis but 
not Argyll and Bute.

‘It is much more diffi-
cult to find appropriate 
institutions to deposit 
surplus funds which 
meet all the tight cri-
teria for credit worthi-
ness,’ said Bruce West, 
Argyll and Bute’s head 
of strategic finance.

and work of councillors and 
officers he left the council 
in no doubt that the present 
financial crisis meant some 
tough choices. 

Challenging outlook 
‘We have watched an eco-

nomic downturn of a scale 
that has not been seen for a 
generation or more,’ he said, 
adding: ‘This year our budget 
is set against a tight financial 
settlement and challenging 
outlook.

‘The council has had to ac-
commodate significant cost 
pressures within its budget 
and, in order to fund services 
bids, it has been necessary 
to put in place a range of ef-
ficiency savings and service 
reductions.’

These include tightening up 
on ferry and air travel costs 
for staff, directorial approval 

before staff go to conferences, 
seminars and training outwith 
Argyll and Bute. There will 
also be reviews of overtime 
and staff ‘absence manage-
ment’.

Price rises will be seen in 
piers and harbour dues, and 
more car parks will become 
pay and display with a mini-
mum charge of 80p per hour.

Six small, rural, primary 
schools have lost their school 
meal service. On average less 
than 10 meals a day were 
served at Glenbarr, Kilchat-
tan, Lismore, Lochdonhead, 
Rhunahaorine and Skipness 
schools.

Some public lavatories are 
to close, but not as many as 
originally planned. 

The council did manage to 
find the cash from its reserves 
to keep its use of Fyneview 

respite home in Lochgilphead 
in the face of huge public out-
cry.

Libraries
Argyll and Bute had also 

considered closing small, 
part-time libraries in Tarbert, 
Cardross, Roseneath, Garelo-
chead and Cove but decided 
to keep them open.

It also abandoned plans to 
reduce music instruction in 
schools by half; likewise the 
plans to reduce payments to 
Atlantis Leisure, MacTaggart 
Centre, Mid Argyll Commu-
nity Enterprise, Camanachd 
Association, Scottish Rugby; 
and the council will continue 
with its community and hous-
ing support on the Atlantic 
islands.

Depute leader of the coun-
cil, Robert Macintyre said: 
‘As with all budgets, there 

are always tough decisions to 
make but as Councillor Walsh 
said, partnership working is 
the key to our success.’

Councillor Ellen Morton, 
leader of the council’s Liberal 
Democrats, said: ‘Given the 
difficult economic times na-
tionally and internationally, I 
think the people of Argyll and 
Bute would expect all of us to 
work positively together for 
the good of the whole com-
munity despite any differenc-
es in political philosophy. 

‘The Scottish government 
policy of a freeze on council 
tax leaves little choice for 
councils across Scotland to 
do anything but agree to a 
zero rise.’

Fellow LibDem, Councillor 
Andrew Nisbet warned the 
council against dipping into 
its reserves too much.

Council dips into £1.7m worth of 
its reserves to limit budget cuts

By JOANNE SIMMS

OBAN tourist attractions are the cream of the crop – says 
an international news channel. This week two have hit new 
heights by being included in the CNN news list of top attrac-
tions in the UK, taking their fame to a new dimension.

Skipinnish Ceilidh House and Loch Lomond Seaplanes have 
risen to fame in the US because of their inclusion on the list 
and television coverage on the international news channel. 

The accolade is even more amazing when the companies are 
both relatively new players on the tourist trail. 

Chosen by international travel writer Rick Steves it is hoped 
that their fledgling success will now make them a destination 
for holidaymakers from home and abroad. The online version 
of the television review reads: ‘A new seaplane service con-
nects downtown Glasgow and Oban which is the gateway to 
the Hebrides Islands. While pricey, about $120 one way, the 
trip takes only 30 minutes and provides a stunning view of 
the Highlands. If you’re in Oban on a weekend, drop by the 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House for Highland storytelling, music 
and dancing.’ The only other Scottish venue mentioned is the 
visitor centre at Culloden, that cost £10 million to create.

Top class visitor attractions  
in the UK - says CNN

AN OBAN man who carried 
two metal poles in a public 
place has been fi ned £600.

Harry Clark, aged 19, of 2 
Lawe Cottages was found 
by police in a car park at the 
town’s north pier, on Sep-
tember 9, with metal piping 
which was believed to have 
been used as an offensive 
weapon.

Clark, who pled guilty, 
was told by Sheriff Douglas 
Small: ‘Any person who is 
found in possession of an of-
fensive weapon can expect a 
custodial sentence of up to 
12 months. As you have no 
previous convictions for vio-
lence I am going to fine you 
on this occasion.

‘If this happens again you 
will be sent for a period of 
detention.’

Oban man 
fi ned for  
carrying
metal poles

Driver
claims new 
alloy wheels 
cause crash
A DRIVER who found his 
car unmanageable after hav-
ing alloys wheels fi tted has 
had fi ve points placed on his 
licence.

Ross Mitchell, aged 25, of 
121 Simonside Terrace, New-
castle pled guilty to driving in 
Rockfield Road, Oban on the 
morning of May 17 without 
due care and attention. The 
ex-Oban man crashed into a 
telegraph pole and mail stor-
age box while travelling at 
speeds of less than 30 mph. 

Mitchell and his passenger, 
were both uninjured. He told 
police officers: ‘I have just 
got new alloy wheels and 
they are making driving at 
slow speeds very heavy and 
sluggish.’ 

Mitchell was also fined 
£300.

TWO Oban businesses are moving to brand-new premises to 
be built in Lochside Street.

Oban Mica Hardware and Edward Thornton Solicitors are 
moving to the street opposite the supermarket car park in the 
late summer.

But don’t go looking for the new shop and office apartments 
because they are not even built yet.

Alan Murdoch, owner of the hardware store is very confi-
dent that the store will be open by the late summer. He said: 
‘Work has already begun on the three-storey shop and office 
development in the plot left vacant by the demolition of the 
old post office garage.’ 

The site has recently been cleared and flattened in prepara-
tion for a grand opening by the end of the summer.

Alan said: ‘We are delighted to be moving into our new 
premises, because we will have four times the space that we 
have at present. Our wide-range of stock, which is currently 
situated in our George Street branch, will be moved to the new 
premises with as little disruption as possible to customers.

‘The business has been going from strength to strength since 
2001 when I bought it as a going concern. Moving to the new 
premises will give us space to expand. We have had excellent 
sales figures for January into February, with turnover up by 
10 per cent.

‘One of our shop’s biggest assets is the staff who have over 
60 years experience in the hardware trade. Is there any other 
DIY shop in town that can claim that?

‘The new store will continue to serve the people of Oban 
with the best of products at the very best of prices. We plan to 
duplicate what we do already into the new store whilst adding 
a range of products that customers will be pleased with.’

Solicitor Edward Thornton confirmed that his offices were 
moving into the new premises that will be served by a lift to 
all three floors.

The Oban Mica Hardware ‘boys’ are getting ready for their big move to new premises on 
Lochside Street. t08mica01

Town centre 
businesses on 
the move
Purpose-built premises to 
site expanding businesses

How the 
fi gures 
add up

OBAN and Lorn has a new police of-
fi cer at the helm with the appointment 
of Acting Chief Inspector Judy Wilson.

Inspector Wilson is a temporary re-
placement for recently retired Chief In-
spector Fred Hall. 

It is envisaged that she will spend six 
months in the job and, thereafter, anoth-
er acting chief inspector will take over, 
provided a permanent replacement has 
not been appointed.

Inspector Wilson, who has 24 years 
of service, said: ‘I applied for this post 
because I have not been in a rural set-
ting before and wanted to face different 
challenges to those I came across in an 
urban environment.

‘I am looking to build on the chief 
constable’s community policing model 
in this area and I hope to recruit more 
special constables.’

Inspector Wilson has previously 
worked in Maryhill, Milngavie, Clyde-
bank, Dumbarton and Helensburgh. She 
also spent time in Strathclyde Police’s 
family protection unit, force inspector-
ate and complaints and discipline de-
partments.

Police sergeant Paul Burns has moved 
from core policing duties to become ser-
geant of the road policing unit in Oban.

Sergeant Burns said he brought to the 
role an appreciation of how the core po-
lice staff works.

Acting Chief Inspector Judy Wilson has 
taken over the helm at Oban Police Sta-

tion. t08pol02

‘I am looking to build on the chief constable’s 
community policing model’ - Acting Chief Inspector Judy Wilson

Acting Chief Inspector 
takes the helm at Oban

Assault
A MAN suffered minor head 
injuries following an alleged 
assault on Tweeddale Street, 
Oban, on Sunday.

The 32-year-old was al-
legedly attacked at around 
10.30pm. Police said enqui-
ries were on-going.

Drink drivers
POLICE arrested two sus-
pected drink-drivers in Oban 
within four days of each oth-
er.

One driver, who was stopped 
at 12.10am on February 15 in 
Soroba Road, is due to appear 
at Oban Sheriff Court on Feb-
ruary 24. 

Another driver was stopped 
in Shore Street at 5.45pm on 
February 11.

Equipment damaged
ORIENTEERING equipment 
worth £100 was damaged 
after it was pulled off a wall 
near Oban High School.

The Orienteering Electron-
ic Control Unit was placed 
near the entrance to Miller 
Road, as part of an orienteer-
ing course at Argyll and Bute 
Council’s sports conference 
at the school.

Police are keen to hear from 
anyone who may have wit-
nessed the alleged vandalism 
or witnessed anything un-
usual on February 7, around 
2.40pm, in the area.

Police fi les

THE OWNERS of a crum-
bling building on Oban’s sea-
front will continue their quest 
to replace it with a trendy new 
hotel, despite the situation 
landing in court this week. 

Oban father and son Alan 
and Callum MacLeod have 
been heartened by public sup-
port for their plans since they 
were publicised in The Oban 
Times.

New hotel
They want to build a 50-bed 

boutique hotel on the site of 
the former Argyll Hotel, un-
occupied for 10 years.

Last week, planning offi-
cials were carrying out inves-
tigations after the MacLeods 
tore down buildings to the 
rear of the old hotel. The 
businessmen believe the work 
was permitted, but on Friday 
Argyll and Bute Council ob-
tained an interim interdict to 
stop all demolition work on 
the site and to bring the issue 
before the courts on Monday. 

Agreement
At Oban Sheriff Court, 

Sheriff Douglas Small agreed 
to leave the matter to the two 
parties after an agent repre-
senting Alan MacLeod gave 
assurances no further demo-
lition would be carried out 
without the council’s con-
sent.

The council’s agent said: ‘It 
is important it is made clear 
to the defendant that any 
works that he carries out on 
the building may amount to a 
demolition.’  

Callum MacLeod insisted 
they would press on with the 
project, undeterred. He said: 
‘It’s so exhausting. Hopefully 
this is going to be resolved 
now.’ 

‘I have had a lot of public 
support for this project to go 
ahead.’

He said the proposed de-
velopment would benefit the 
town and that they hoped 
to work constructively with 
planners to bring it about. 

A spokeswoman for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘Fol-
lowing an application by both 
parties, the Sheriff agreed to 
suspend the interim interdict 
on the basis that Mr Alan Ma-
cLeod gave an undertaking to 
the court that he would not 
carry out any further works to 
the hotel premises.’ 

Argyll
Hotel
saga
lands
in
court

DUE TO budgetary con-
straints, repairs to the roads 
on the Isle of  Mull have 
been pushed to the back of 
the queue.

Mull’s roads are regularly 
referred to as the worst in 
Argyll and Bute - Argyll and 
Bute roads are often regarded 
as the worst in Scotland. 

Letter
Another tourist season is 

about to start, and again the 
suitability of the island’s 
roads are being called into 
question.

In a letter to The Oban 
Times Stewart Turner, head 
of roads and amenities for 
Argyll and Bute Council, 
has confirmed that the roads 

need: ‘A significant amount 
of funding…but this will be 
required from an external 
source.

‘Unfortunately the council 
has other priorities especially 
in education and social work 
for the current budget.’

Mull councillor Gordon 
Chalmers said: ‘The council 
are trying to get a gallon out 
of a pint pot. There is only a 
limited amount of cash and 
we are fire fighting rather 
than trying to tackle the un-
deniable problem of the di-
minishing roads head on.

‘It is easier for a decision to 
be made to leave a road un-
tarred, than say to ignore the 
requirements for a school in-

spection. Both cost money. 
‘The agreement between 

the council and the Scottish 
Government means that there 
will be no rise in the council 
tax. But that constrains what 
money we have in the pot to 
spend. Finding money for 
the roads repair bill is now 
critical. Money will need to 
be released from the capital 
budget.

‘I sympathise with the peo-
ple of Mull and will be work-
ing with the Keep Mull Mov-
ing group to finding a fix in 
this financial year.’

Tony Proud, community 
councillor and member of 
Keep Mull Moving said: 
‘We are currently trying to 

establish an electronic peti-
tion so we can keep a track 
of the many people who feel 
strongly about this issue.

‘People are asked to report 
faults to a number of agen-
cies including Argyll and 
Bute Roads Department and 
the nationwide Roads and 
Lights Faults line, RALF, 
which means there is con-
fusion about the strength of 
feeling.

‘There are thousands of 
potholes on the island that 
have been recorded on the A, 
B and U listed roads. Surely 
that is enough to have some-
thing seriously done about 
the road.’

MSP Jamie McGrigor said: 

‘I have dealt with many com-
plaints regarding the state of 
the roads on Mull and have 
visited some of the worst 
bits. Something must be done 
to fund the road repairs on 
Mull and especially keeping 
the smaller roads as available 
infrastructure for keeping is-
landers moving.’

No funding budgeted for Mull’s potholed roads
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CLAN Donald members and supporters 
stood in silence last Friday to remember 
the victims of the Massacre of Glencoe.

A soft rain fell as the Right Rev Martin 
Shaw, Bishop of Argyll and the Isles, 
described the terrible events of February 
13 1692 when 38 men, women and 
children were murdered by government 
troops who had been their guests. 

Making a plea for an end to world 
strife between religions, Bishop Shaw 
said rather than harbouring suspicion 
and hate, people should ‘open a tunnel’ 
to former enemies and show respect to 
each other.

Norman H MacDonald, head of the 
Edinburgh branch of the Clan Donald 
Society, sponsors of this year’s event, 

laid the wreath. Clan members from 
as far afi eld as Wales, Kirkcaldy and 
Skye attended. Bishop Shaw took the 
morning service of Requiem Eucharist 
at St Mary’s Episcopal Church before 
the procession marched from the Bridge 
of Coe to the Celtic cross monument at 
Upper Carnoch at noon. 

More photos at www.obantimes.co.uk. 

A RETIRED Glencoe crofter 
is taking the village museum 
trustees to court, claiming 
his land is being encroached 
upon.

Donald MacAulay, aged 77, 
claims Glencoe and North 
Lorne Folk Museum has 
mounted displays on his land 
without his consent. His croft, 
at 2a Carnoch, lies at the back 
of the museum.

The thatched cottage 
building on the village main 
street was formerly part of Mr 
McAulay’s croft. He fought 
a battle in the Scottish Land 
Court in the 1960s to prevent 
the building becoming a 
museum, but lost. 

Both parties have lodged 
submissions for the hearing at 
Fort William Sheriff Court on 
March 27.

Each year thousands of 
visitors from across the world 
visit the museum, which 
has a room dedicated to the 
massacre.

THE BOARD of Kinlochleven 
Community Trust (KCT) 
has thrown out the interim 
chairman appointed to sort 
out its affairs.

Five directors met last 
Wednesday and deposed 
Highland Council 
representative Councillor 
Bren Gormley, replacing him 
with retired planner Allan 
Woollacott, who moved to 
Kinlochleven from Derbyshire 
two-and-half-years ago.

Mr Woollacott is KCT’s 
third chairman in three months 
following Kinlochleven sub-
postmaster Andrew Baxter’s 
resignation in December.

The shock move came 
after Councillor Gormley 
presented the board with a 
blunt assessment on January 
28 on what KCT had to do 
to improve its standing in the 
community following his six-
week investigation. 

At that meeting, The Oban 
Times understands one 
director, a supporter of former 
chairman Andrew Baxter, took 
exception to his fi ndings and 
walked out. Other directors 
backed the report.

A week later this newspaper 
broke the story on dissension 
in and around the troubled 
organisation, in which 
Councillor Gormley openly 
told how Mr Baxter’s 
management style had caused 
problems with Kinlochleven 

FORGET the Valentine’s fl owers 
and cards - Lochaber High School 
sixth year girls know what side 
their bread is buttered on!

Rather than rely on traditional 

messages of love and affection, the 
girls dished up tasty treats instead, 
confi dent that the way to a man’s 
heart is, after all, through his 
stomach. The girls prepared and 

sold fruit kebabs, with a variety 
of toppings, in the library to tempt 
their beaus - and made more than 
£80 towards their London trip, 
which begins next Thursday.

LOCHABER Camanachd 
Shinty Club is £209 better off 
after a successful quiz night 
in the Spean Bridge Hotel on 
Saturday night.

Treasurer Liz MacFarlane 
told The Oban Times ten 
teams took part at £10 per 
entry, with a raffl e raising 
additional funds.

Quizmaster was George 
Speirs from Roy Bridge.

The hotel provides away 
teams with a meal after 
matches.

SINGLE crewing of 
ambulances will continue 
into early summer this year 
in parts of Lochaber because 
the Scottish Ambulance 
Service (SAS) is experiencing 
diffi culties fi nding paramedics 
in the area.

A meeting of Lochaber 
South ward forum in 
Kinlochleven on Monday 
night heard that funding was 
in place to provide additional 
staff in Lochaber but a 
recruitment campaign by the 
SAS had failed to fi nd suitable 
candidates for Strontian and 

Mallaig. Malcolm MacLeod 
of the Scottish Ambulance 
Service said that a recruitment 
campaign before Christmas 
last year had found one new 
paramedic to be based in Fort 
William but failed to fi ll posts 
in the two villages.

Mr MacLeod said: ‘We 
had a recruitment campaign 
before Christmas last year and 
managed to appoint one extra 
staff member to Fort William 
but failed to fi nd cover for 
Strontian and Mallaig.

‘We have secured funding 
for 20 full time staff and 

four are coming to Lochaber, 
two in Fort William, one in 
Strontian and one in Mallaig.

‘But we don’t have the same 
numbers coming forward in 
Mallaig and Strontian. 

‘It’s not just Lochaber that 
has been at the receiving 
end - it’s the whole of the 
north of Scotland. We are 
now expecting to have 
double crewing in Strontian 
10 weeks from January this 
year. We are having to re-
advertise in Strontian and by 
early summer expect to have 
someone in place.’

The meeting also heard that 
the SAS patient transport 
service had suffered a loss 
of almost half its volunteer 
drivers since the fuel price 
rises of last year.

Linda Kennedy of the SAS 
patient transport scheme 
said: ‘Over the whole of 
the Highlands we had 150 
volunteer drivers and we are 
now down to 70.

‘NHS Highland has 
recognised the fact that 
something needs to be done. 
We have to fi nd some way of 
transporting patients.’

Councillor
sacked
as trust 
chairman

Business Forum (KBF). Mr 
Baxter stated he had stepped 
down because he was being 
used as ‘a lightning conductor’ 
for criticism of the trust.

Following his comments to 
TheOban Times,fi ve directors, 
including Mr Woollacott, 
decided at their February 
12 meeting to dispense with 
Councillor Gormley.

KCT, set up to regenerate 
Kinlochleven in the wake of 
the Alcan smelter closure, 
earns rental income from a 
large property portfolio in 
the village, including the Ice 
Factor, The Aluminium Story, 
land and other business assets 
transferred from Alcan to 
hold and develop on behalf of 
the wider community.

Relations between KCT and 
Kinlochleven Business Forum 
are at an all time low.

KBF chairman George 
Lyden has already resigned 
from the KCT board, but 
fellow KBF member Callum 
MacInnes told The Oban 
Times he was, contrary to 
some reports, staying put as a 
director.

‘I’ll see this through to the 
end,’ he said. ‘I believe in 
getting to the truth.’

The Oban Times understands 

Mr MacInnes was due to meet 
fellow KCT board members 
yesterday afternoon to discuss 
a grievance issue, but did not 
attend.

KBF chairman George 
Lyden, who resigned from 
the KCT board last year, 
condemned the decision to 
remove Councillor Gormley, 
who interviewed Mr Lyden as 
part of his investigations into 
KCT’s operations.

He told The Oban Times:
‘Councillor Gormley made it 
clear during our discussions 
that he sought damage 
limitation for the KCT, which 
I fully supported. 

‘However, rogue elements 
in the organisation have 
been obstructive to that 
investigation in their crusade 
for their ex-chairman. That 
crusade has brought us to this 
crazy situation.

‘As a former director who 
recognises the value of the 
KCT to the community, I urge 
KCT to clean their act up. 
They are in place to represent 
this community impartially 
and without predjudice. 

‘The community is quite 
able to decide for themselves 
the merits of the organisation 
and its directors when given 
the information, and by 
effectively gagging Councillor 
Gormley they are treating the 
community like mushrooms.’
Continued on page 16.

Solemn moment: Norman H MacDonald of the Clan Donald Society Edinburgh branch leads the company in remembrance 
after laying the wreath. f08glencoe04

Retired
crofter takes        
museum
trustees
to court

Shinty club 
quids in
after quiz

Single crewing of ambulances to continue

Clan Donald remembers massacre victims

Left to right, Cara MacKay, Jodie Fraser, Leigh Archibald, Jessie Blanchard, Erin MacDougall and Iona 
Doherty with Valentine’s kebabs.

Girls’ Valentine kebab cash boost 

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 
has restated its commitment 
to building fi ve new schools 
in the Outer Hebrides after 
education secretary Fiona 
Hyslop blocked its plan to 
close four junior secondaries 
as part of its schools 
rationalisation programme.

The Comhairle said it 
had ‘full confi dence’ in its 
consultation process on closing 
down S1 and S2 education at 
Paible, Daliburgh, Lionel and 
Shawbost.

The Comhairle is seeking 
‘further clarifi cation’ from the 
government, HMIe and Audit 
Scotland and will raise the 
matter through COSLA.

Chairman of education and 
children’s services Councillor 
Morag Munro maintained 
proper procedures had been 
followed. The impasse 
means the Comhairle cannot 
use savings from school 
closures to fund a new-build 
programme.

See schools row, page 7.

Council
committed to 
building fi ve 
new schools

LOCHABER Provost 
Allan Henderson has won 
concessions from Transport 
Scotland over the absence 
of lay-bys on the almost-
completed upgrade of the 
A830 between Loch nan 
Uamh and Arisaig.

Local people were angry 
no provision had been made 
for stopping places along the 
entire fi ve miles of new road, 
which boasts scenic views 
out to the Small Isles.

Provost Henderson had 
called the decision to leave 
the new road with no resting 
places ‘crazy’ and enlisted the 
support of Lochaber tourist 
promotion agency Outdoor 
Capital of the UK to his 
campaign.

Transport Scotland initially 
reiterated its ‘no lay-bys’ 
stance, but has now said 
£239,000 will be spent 
on one new lay-by, near 
Beasdale railway bridge, and 
an extension to the existing 
stopping place at the Princes 
Cairn, Loch nan Uamh.

Project manager Graham 

Porteous said he was 
‘conscious’ of strong local 
feelings on the matter and 
that road users would like to 
take a break to admire the 
scenery – but stressed the go-
ahead had only been given 
after road safety concerns had 
been properly evaluated.

The £22.8m million 
improvement is almost 
fi nished. 

Final landscaping work 
should be completed by next 
month.

Arisaig Community Council 
secretary Maureen MacColl 
was ‘delighted’ at the news.

She told The Oban Times:
‘We have been raising this 
for about a year since we 
discovered there would not 
be any lay-bys where there 
had been lay-bys before. 

‘Really it was Allan 
Henderson’s work that did 
the trick, and people will be 
very pleased.

‘We are still looking at the 
mounds of earth piled up next 
to the road, but there has been 
no movement on that.’

Provost wins A830 
lay-by concessions
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A CENTURY old, half drunk 
bottle of wine found in a 
locked cupboard has ignited a 
battle for ownership.

Chris James, owner of Toro-
say Castle on Mull recovered 
the Chateau La Tour de Car-
net Bordeaux from a cabinet 
that had been locked for more 
than 100 years. 

But now the company that 
made the wine in the 19th 
century is desperate to put it 
into its museum but Torosay 
owner Chris wants to keep it 
himself.

Chris explained: ‘The bot-
tle dates from 1893 and is in 
perfect condition. It had been 
opened by the then owner Ar-
buthnot Guthrie. The cork has 
been replaced. But before the 
old boy, who was a recluse, 
could fi nish the bottle of red 
he died.

‘In his will he left the castle 
to my great grandfather and 

all the belongings to his wife 
Agnes.

‘Agnes was so annoyed at 
not being left the house she 
took everything she possibly 
could.

‘She even took the keys for 
the pieces of furniture that 
she could not move. The side-
board with the drinks cabi-

net was obviously too heavy 
because it has lain with the 
drinks locked inside.

‘The owner at Chateau La 
Tour Carnet, Bernard Magrez, 
would like to exhibit the bot-
tle at his vineyard but I think 
it will be a great centre piece 
here at Torosay. It makes a 
great story for all the visitors 
to the castle.’

Mr Magrez has accepted an 
invitation to visit the castle 
and see the bottle for himself. 
A spokeswoman for the wine 
maker said: ‘I would love to 
see this bottle and to have it 
in my museum. Perhaps I will 
be able to convince Chris that 
the bottle should be returned 
home to be with its great-  
great grandchildren.

Chris previously repatriated 
a bottle of champagne found 
in the same cupboard with 
its maker, Vueve Clicquot, in 
France.

Chris James with the rare 
bottle of Chateau La Tour

Rare wine to stay in Mull castle
CHILDREN making their way 
to school in Oban via a well-used 
shortcut at the back of Kerrera 
Terrace are putting themselves at 
serious risk, claims a town activist.

Oban man Ken Geldard has 
watched conditions worsen on the 
fl ow of a burn from Longsdale 
through Dunollie to the sea. So 
much so that it is now in a state of 
almost constantly fl ooding.

Water should travel via cul-
verts, tunnels underneath the 
street, to the sea but because of 
the build-up of debris from fl y 
tipping over the last few years 
water is being trapped. Ken 
argues that while the debris can 
become trapped in the tunnels 
so can a child.

He is demanding that some-
thing is done immediately about 
the situation before a child is lost 
or trapped in the collection of 
deep culverts that takes the small 
burn underneath  the town. 

Trapped water can rise so high 

that the level can be a full 12 feet 
above the basin of the burn. 

It is claimed that the swollen 
water could drag a child, who is 
simply taking a short cut to Park 
Primary School or playing on 
the wasteland, into the tunnels. 
Ken witnessed one such accident 
when he was a schoolboy.

‘When I was about eight years 
old I was walking to school 
with my friends when one of 
my pals fell down the embank-
ment into the burn. The water 
was fl owing quickly and he 
was pulled into the tunnel that 
takes the burn underneath the 
houses,’ he said.

‘A local plumber was fi rst on 
the scene and he tried very hard 
to save my friend. I can still re-
member the boy’s screams as 
he died in that tunnel.

‘I have been scarred for life by 
the incident and I will not allow 
it to happen to anyone else.’

Ken claims that simple meas-

ures could be taken to make the 
culvert safe: ‘The council has 
been happy to come out and 
discuss the problem. But due to 
problems identifying who owns 
the land, nobody has actually 
got round to doing anything.’ 

A statement from Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘We have 
never been involved in cleaning 
culverts in Dunollie. Culverts 
are dealt with by ACHA.

Alistair McGregor of West High-
land Housing Association said: 
‘ACHA have no evidence that cul-
verts transferred in ownership to 
the housing association.

‘Common obligations obvi-
ously exist where ACHA is a 
minority player. We have 34 
properties and there are 81 
owner occupiers in the area.

‘We understand that the council 
and Dunollie Estate have obliga-
tions over the common areas as 
well. As a one off we will clear 
the culvert immediately.’

Ken Geldard views the culvert that he knows only too 
well could cause another tragedy

Oban man aims to stop another tragedy in Dunollie
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Youth sold
schoolgirl
cigarette

 

A past 
lost in
the post

PHOTOGRAPHER and national photography 
judge, Alan Gawthorpe, was invited to run his 
eye over a competition in Oban.

Mr Gawthorpe, president of the Scottish Photo-
graphic Federation, braved the weather to travel 
from Aberdeen to judge Oban Photographic 
Club’s ‘Close-up’ competition last Monday in 
the Regent Hotel.

Club vice-president Jim Kirkpatrick said: ‘A 
large turnout of members was there to learn from 
his constructive criticism of the entries. We all 
learnt a lot from him.’

The competition results were as follows: Prints 
– 1st Jane Lobb (Duror), 2nd and 3rd John Doug-
las (Oban). Projected images – 1st Ronnie McK-
illop (Oban), 2nd and 3rd Linda Thompson (Ap-
pin).

PICTURED at at the recent Oban and Lorn 
SNP  branch Burns Supper in the Oban Rug-
by Club are some of the talented speakers who 
performed on that night.
 They are, from left, Billy Wilkie, chairman, 
Councillor Donald Macdonald, toast to the 
lassies, Mike MacKenzie, vote of thanks, 
Mairi Ross, reply on behalf of the lassies, and 
Jim Mather MSP.
 Not in the picture were Gerry Fisher, address 
to the haggis and a toast to Scotland, Kathryn 
Wilkie, immortal memory, and Craig Munro, 
Holy Willie’s Prayer. The large audience was 
also treated to musical entertainment provid-
ed by Fiona Jappy and Ian Thomson, both of 
Mull, and Colin Stevenson, Strachur.

OBAN Feis is holding its annual Easter festival of 
traditional music, dance, Gaelic song and drama 
for young people at the primary school campus 
from April 6 – 10.

Children between the ages of eight and 18 are 
being invited to sign up for the taster sessions in 
instruments including the clarsach, chanter, fid-
dle, drama accordion, tin whistle and guitar.

Children of all abilities are being invited to join 
in with the sessions between 10am and 3.30pm 
daily. For further details contact Feis via their 
web site www.feislatharna.com.

AN OBAN man who became 
dependent on alcohol following 
a fatal car accident four years 
ago has admitted driving while 
two and a half times over the le-
gal alcohol limit.

Donald Alexander Campbell, 
a supervisor with Argyll and 
Bute Council’s roads depart-
ment in Oban, admitted driving 
with 86mcg of alcohol in 100ml 
of breath on Soroba Road, Oban 
on January 28 this year.

Procurator fi scal Justin Far-
rell told Oban Sheriff Court 
last week that Campbell, aged 
46, of Woodleigh, Benvoullin 
Road, Oban was observed by 
police driving on Soroba Road 
in Oban at around 2pm on a Sat-
urday afternoon.

Defence agent Edward Thorn-
ton said his client had turned to 
alcohol after being involved in a 
car accident in November 2004 
in which a woman was killed.

Mr Thornton said: ‘Four years 
ago he was the innocent party in 
a road traffi c accident just out-
side Oban in which a lady was 
killed. Mr Campbell was the 
other driver and was found to 
be entirely blameless.

Struggled
‘From then on he has struggled 

to cope. He has been referred to 
counselling and was diagnosed 
with post traumatic stress disor-
der and given support. However 

he felt it was a waste of time and 
found it more diffi cult to keep 
his normal day-to-day life go-
ing. He gradually became more 
dependent on alcohol.

‘His drinking was limited to 
periods outwith his working 
hours. At night he was fi nding 
it extremely diffi cult to just get 
on with his life and a pattern of 
heavy drinking developed.

‘On the day in question, he 
was leaving from work to go to 

the local supermarket when he 
was stopped.’

Mr Thornton added that Camp-
bell’s employers had taken a 
‘sympathetic view’ and a man-
ager had provided a testimonial 
to the court.

Disciplinary
‘There will be disciplinary ac-

tion,’ said Mr Thornton, ‘but the 
likelihood is he will not lose his 
employment. It is likely they 
will be referring him to coun-

selling.’
Sheriff Douglas Small told 

Campbell: ‘This reading is near-
ly two and a half times the legal 
limit. You could have quite eas-
ily caused injury or even death 
with that amount of alcohol in 
your system.’

Campbell was banned from 
driving for 20 months, fi ned 
£400 and given the opportunity 
to attend a drink drivers’ reha-
bilitation course.

Council supervisor given 20-month ban for drink driving

Sylvia Robinson holds a picture of herself as a baby, one of the few possessions that she has from 
the time before her adoption. t06dun01

ADOPTION papers vital for 
a Dunbeg woman to under-
stand her past have been lost.

The papers have disappeared 
in an administrative blunder 
when carrier company TNT 
were returning them from Ar-
gyll and Bute Council in Oban 
to Glasgow.

‘Truth is the council don’t 
know where the papers are, or 
even where they took them to,’ 
said Sylvia Robinson whose life 
has been thrown into turmoil by 
the loss of the papers. ‘I need to 
know who I am and the adop-
tion papers were my last chance 
to fi nd out.

‘For personal reasons I don’t 
want to go into, it is really im-
portant to me to fi nd out about 
my past.’

Sylvia’s birth-mother, whom 
she met in the 1990s, refuses to 
reveal her father’s identity or in-
deed any circumstances around 
her adoption. 

When 55-year-old Sylvia ap-
proached the council’s social 

work department  in 2005 to ask 
for help, plans were made for 
Sylvia and her husband, Jimmy, 
to see documents surrounding 
her adoption held by Argyll and 
Bute Council.

Arrangements were made for 
the papers to be brought to Oban 
Sheriff Court. 

Catastrophically for Sylvia on 
the day they were brought to the 
town her husband took unwell 
and the couple were unable to 
make the 110-mile round trip 
from Inverness where they now 
live.

It was from this point that the 
papers disappeared.

The council made a decision 
to return the papers to Glasgow, 
where all adoption papers from 
the former Strathclyde Regional 
Council are held, and called on 
delivery company TNT.

The documents were lost en-
route, either at TNT’s Glasgow 
or Slough depot, and have been 
declared ‘permanently lost’.

Sylvia said: ‘They have really 
let me down. Those papers hold 
keys to my past and without 
them I feel that I can not unlock 
a huge part of myself.

‘Argyll and Bute Council 
phoned and asked if I would like 
counselling. I don’t want coun-
selling. I want them to explain 
how this has been allowed to 
happen.’

Sylvia is now looking for the 
help of a sympathetic solicitor 
with a view to pursuing legal 
action.

The council confi rmed the pa-
pers have been lost, adding: ‘We 
are very sympathetic to the situ-
ation in which Mrs Robinson 
has found herself. The transfer 

in February 2005 should have 
been a normal document trans-
fer. But due to an administration 
error the documents were sent to 
the wrong depot by TNT.

Searches
‘Extensive searches were made 

of both Slough, their main de-
pot, and Glasgow but the pack-
age could not be found. 

‘Council staff not only checked 
our offi ces but also checked for 
any related fi les which might 
have contained duplicate infor-
mation or would otherwise have 
allowed the missing fi le to be re-
constructed. Unfortunately, due 
to the age of the fi le, we were 
unable to do this.

‘As a result of this incident, this 

council no longer uses TNT for 
sensitive document transfers.

‘The council and more impor-
tantly the individual have been 
let down by this isolated occur-
rence, and would be glad to as-
sist or explore avenues with Mrs 
Robinson which could assist in 
the search for who she is.’

A TNT spokesman said that 
lost consignments were rare.

‘Unfortunately, it is not pos-
sible to confi rm if this consign-
ment was either carried by TNT 
or indeed went missing while 
under our control,’ he added.
Mrs Robinson has a letter of 
apology from the carrier com-
pany accepting liability.

Dunbeg woman’s despair after vital adoption papers go missing

By LOUISE GLEN-LEE

AN OBAN youth was ad-
monished after admitting sell-
ing cigarettes to a 14-year-old 
schoolgirl.

Kenneth MacCorquodale, 
aged 17, of 5 Campbell Cres-
cent, committed the offence 
in Glenfoot Terrace, Oban on 
September 26 last year.

Procurator fi scal Justin Far-
rell told Oban Sheriff Court: 
‘The campus police offi cer 
at Oban High saw the ac-
cused standing with a group 
of schoolchildren. He had 
been warned on numerous oc-
casions that he should not be 
hanging about the campus.

‘The offi cer saw him re-
move a cigarette from a pack-
et and hand it to the girl. She 
handed him something in re-
turn which was believed to be 
money.’

Coins
Mr Farrell added that the 

cigarettes and £8.63 in mixed 
coins was seized by the of-
fi cer.

Defence agent Edward 
Thornton said: ‘He had 
just left school. He was ap-
proached by the girl who 
asked him to sell her a ciga-
rette for 50p.

‘He was totally unaware that 
it was against the law.’

Admonishing MacCorquo-
dale, Sheriff Douglas Small 
said: ‘I won’t admonish you 
again if you are caught selling 
cigarettes to school pupils.’

Teenage
soldier
caught drink
driving
AN OBAN soldier was 
banned from driving for one 
year after admitting a charge 
of drink driving.

Ross MacLellan, aged 18, 
of 9e Colonsay Terrace, Oban 
committed the offence on 
McCaig Road, Oban on Janu-
ary 24 this year.

Procurator fiscal Justin Far-
rell told Oban Sheriff Court 
that police stopped MacLel-
lan after they saw him driving 
at speed at 3.20am.

‘He smelled of alcohol and 
given a positive breath test,’ 
he said.

Defence agent Stephen Ma-
cLeod said: ‘He had been 
drinking the day before and 
thought he was clear of alco-
hol.’

Sheriff Douglas Small also 
fined MacLellan £300.

University
date for Mod
medallists

OBAN Accordion and Fiddle Club met in 
the Argyllshire Gathering Halls earlier this 
month.

Vice chairman Archie Cameron was MC for 
the evening introducing a number of famil-
iar faces including Craig McFadyen, Dun-
can Campbell, Sileas Sinclair, Murray Willis, 
Willie Buchanan, James MacArthur, Archie 
Cameron and Angus MacColl. The guest band 
was Hector McFadyen and his Scottish Dance 
Band who recently appeared on Radio Scot-
land’s Take the Floor.

Pictured are four members of the six-piece 
dance band: Alastair Currie, Maurice Dun-
can, on fiddle and David Cameron. t07hamish01

Park Primary teachers and primary fi ve pupils with Active Schools co-ordinators Dale Kupris and Martin Caldwell. t08arch01

AN ARCHERY lesson at Park Primary 
School aimed to give pupils a taste of 16th

century sport.
The primary five children are studying a 

topic on Mary Queen of Scots, including the 
hobbies and sports of the day.

As part of their project, teachers Jacqui 
MacPherson and Lesley Anne Black invited 
Argyll and Bute Active Schools co-ordina-
tors Dale Kupris (Oban) and Martin Caldwell 
(Helensburgh) to teach the children archery.

Mr Kupris said: ‘This is the first time an 
Argyll primary school has tried archery in an 
outdoor setting. We taught them about safety 
and basic shooting technique. I hope those 
that showed some promise will be able to at-
tend one of the clubs in Oban.’

Mr Kupris thanked Stramash and Atlantis 
Leisure for use of their equipment.

Archery lesson
hits the spot

ESTATE agents in Oban remain 
positive as fi gures from the 
Scottish government show that 
average house prices in Argyll 
and Bute have fallen by nearly 
eight per cent.

Year-on-year figures show that 
the average price of a house in 
Argyll and Bute during the pe-
riod from October to December 
2008 was just over £150,000, 
falling from just over £163,000 
in the same period in 2007.

During the past three months 
house prices in the area have 
fallen by 3.2 per cent from a 
figure of £155,000 during the 
period from July to September 
2008.

A spokeswoman for MacArthur 
Stewart estate agents in Oban 
said: ‘Since January things 
have been picking up. We sold 
two flats in January, not much 
over the asking price but near 
enough.

‘Things are not as bad as they 
were between September and 
December. The media makes 
everything sound so bad yet 
property sales are never good 
between October and February.

‘We are certainly having more 
interest than before, people are 
viewing but the problem is they 
have houses to sell.’

In the Highland local authority 
area house prices fell by five per 
cent year on year to £153,300, 

while in the Western Isles house 
prices fell by six per cent year 
on year to an average of just 
over £96,000.

The average house price for 
Scotland at £153,000 showed a 
decrease of three per cent when 
compared with the same period 
in 2007 and a decrease of four 
per cent when compared to the 
period from July to September 
2008.

The East Dunbartonshire area 

recorded the highest average 
house price at £206,354 with the 
highest year-on-year increase, at 
8.5 per cent, in the Orkney Is-
lands, where the average house 
price is now £121,722. 

Across Scotland the volume 
of house sales, at just under £3 
billion, halved with a decrease 
of 53.6 per cent compared to 
the same quarter last year, and 
a decrease of 23 per cent on the 
previous quarter. 

House prices in Argyll and Bute continue to fall

AN OBAN resident has captured 
the fi rst photographic evidence 
of a wild cat on marshland near 
Glenshellach Road in the town.

Steve Cross, who lives in Park 
Road in Oban, took the photo-
graph after seeing the animal on 
marsh land near his home.

Mr Cross said: ‘Through the bin-
oculars the cat appeared dark and 
marked with paler markings, defi-
nitely not a domestic cat and not a 
big cat as in a panther or a puma 
as rumours have stated.

‘It appeared to be about the same 
size as a border collie dog.

‘I am aware that a cat had been 
seen in the latter end of 2008 by 
construction site staff, but as far 
as I am aware this is the first pho-
tographic evidence.’

The have been a series of claims 
of a large cat-like animal in the 
area south of Oban recently.

In early November last year a 
black cat was spotted in the Kiln-
inver area by teacher, Stephen 
Glen-Lee.

He said: ‘I was coming back 
from a walk when I saw some-
thing moving in the field behind 
my house.

‘The animal was completely 
black, the size of a German Shep-
herd dog, but short haired. I got 
a really good look at it. It was 
crouched down and moving slow-
ly as if it was chasing an animal.

It jumped a four-foot high fence 
with ease – I haven’t seen any-
thing like the animal outside an 
zoo.’ The ‘wild cat’ photographed near Glenshellach Road in Oban.

‘Wild cat’ spotted
in Oban marsh MONEY made from an Italian-themed evening 

at Cuan Mor restaurant in Oban will help one of 
the town’s primary schools purchase hi-tech key-
pads for classroom work.

Diners enjoyed a three-course meal and a glass 
of wine for £25 at the fundraising event, which 
made £615 for St Columba’s Primary School.

The school can now purchase Activote keypads, 
similar to the devices used by the audience in the 
television show Who Wants to be a Millionaire?

The keypads are used in conjunction with the 
teacher’s interactive whiteboard, allowing each 
pupil to answer questions instantly.

Siobhan Evans, acting head teacher at St Co-
lumba’s Primary School, thanked Paul Sloan at 
Cuan Mor for his help in organising the event.

Pictured at the fundraising evening in Cuan 
Mor are, from left, Caroline Dunn, Pamela and 

Maurice Lockhart and John Kidd.

• Do you have
a story in your

area?
Call The

Oban Times
reporters on

01631-568000

FOUR Mod gold medallists 
will perform at the 147th an-
nual Islay Gathering in Glas-
gow University Union.

Kirsteen Macdonald, Kerrie 
Finlay, Arthur Cormack and 
Lyle Kennedy will be joined 
by The Islay Pipers and in-
strumental group Sgiobalta at 
the event on March 6.

A ceilidh will follow with 
music from Charlie Kirk-
patrick’s Band.

Tickets are available from 
Lochside Hotel, Bowmore, 
and Glasgow’s Park Bar and 
Islay Inn.
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Kilbrandon
VICE president Shona Neil 
welcomed members to the 
February meeting of the 
Kilbrandon branch of the 
Scottish Women’s Rural 
Institute (SWRI), held in Seil 
Island Hall.

Shona introduced the speaker 
for the evening, well known 
to members as Kilbrandon 
president Linda Brown. 

Linda led a paper craft 
workshop, giving members 
the opportunity to try out 
various colouring media, as 
well as peel offs and layering 
techniques. By the end of 
the evening everyone had 
produced an individually 
designed greetings card, and 
had acquired the skills to make 
handmade cards for family 
and friends. Shona gave the 
vote of thanks to Linda for 
stepping out of her usual role 
and giving members such an 
interesting evening. 

Killin
THE ART of fl ower arranging 
was demonstrated to Killin 
SWRI by Jim Davidson of 
The Flower Shop, Aberfeldy.

Mr Davidson made the 
diffi cult skill look easy and 
arranged in both traditional 
and modern styles.

After creating several 
different arrangements, Mr 
Davidson donated his work to 
the raffl e.

A vote of thanks was given 
by Andrea Simpson.

Competition results: Flower 
display - 1 Jenny Huntley; 
2 Cathie Reid; 3 Margaret 
Galloway. Photograph of 
favourite fl ower - 1 Helen 
Stewart; 2 Margaret Galloway; 
3 Dott Southern. 

Glenorchy
ON JANUARY 28 members 
held a Burns celebration 
evening with the usual fare of 
tatties, neeps and haggis.

Members were delighted 
to welcome 12 members of 
Lochawe WRI. 

Sandra Boardman devised a 
competition to guess objects 
photographed at odd angles, 
and everybody had good fun 
guessing the objects.  A raffl e 
was held. 

Around the     
Rurals

GAELIC was the language of the day when Strath 
of Appin Gaelic Medium Unit pupils transformed 
their classroom into a cafe last Tuesday for members 
and friends of Appin Gaelic Interest Group.

The children had prepared sandwiches and baked 
cakes for their guests, the older children acting 
as waiters taking orders while the younger ones 
brought food and drinks to the tables.

A spokesman for the Gaelic Interest Group 
said they were impressed with the courtesy of 
the children and hoped this would lead to more 
collaboration between them and the school.

Children from Strath of Appin Gaelic Medium Unit with members of Appin Gaelic Interest Group.

School pupils welcome Appin Gaelic Interest Group

There were no injuries when this minibus and a car collided on 
the A85 at Inverawe. Police and fi refi ghters attended the scene 

shortly after the accident which occurred at 9.30am last Wednesday, 
February 11, and traffi c was redirected through a nearby fi lling 
station. A police spokesperson said a report would be sent to the 

Procurator Fiscal. t08crsh03

Inverawe collision

Some of the fl y tipping to 
be cleared up by the Ross of 
Mull Historical Centre’s Big 

Clean Up.

ROSS of Mull Historical Centre 
is pulling on the Marigolds and 
donning black bags for a spring 
clean.

A Big Clean Up day will be held 
on Sunday March 22 from 10am at 
the centre’s headquarters at Millbrae 
Cottage, next to the former water 
mill at the east end of the village.

Volunteers will also be asked to 
help remove rubbish at the site 
opposite Kilpatrick graveyard, 
where there has been a recent spate 
of fl y-tipping. A beach clean of 
Kilpatrick Bay is also planned.

Financial support for the event 
has been provided by the Scottish 
Environment Protection Agency. 

For more information please contact 
the centre on 01681 700022. 

Volunteers wanted 
for big clean up

Pictured is the newly refurbished and extended Ross of Mull Historical Centre that lies 
on the east end of the Bunessan village, next to the former water mill. The cottage, called 
Millbrae, has been renovated and extended and will be offi cially opened at Easter 2009. 

Historical centre set to open

Lochaline
Your correspondent 
is Alistair Scoular:
01967 421285

Morvern
hydro
scheme
explained
THE PLANNED hydro 
electric scheme on Abhainn 
Shalachain in the Fiunary 
area of Morvern will be 
the fi rst to be built on 
Forestry Commission land in 
Scotland.

Because of this three 
commission offi cials 
put together a low-key 
presentation of the scheme 
at Morvern Community 
Council’s February meeting 
in Lochaline hall, which was 
attended by nine councillors 
and 12 members of the 
public.

When asked by council 
chairman Iain Thornber about 
any benefi ts Morvern could 
accrue from the scheme, the 
answer was ‘likely none’ as the 
local economy already gained 
from four jobs, various grants 
amounting to around £60,000 
to the Movern Woodlands 
Group, a new £7,000 wildlife 
observation point near Barr at 
the mouth of Loch Teacuis and 
land for the use of Morvern 
Community Development 
Company within the forest at 
Kiel.

Former mine under-manager 
George King quickly pointed 
out that the commission had 
already gained a large amount 
of money in royalties for 
silica sand extracted from 
tunnels below forestry land in 
the Lochaline area.

When the general business 
of the meeting got under way, 

local GP Dr Susan Taylor 
stated there was no mention 
in the draft minutes of the 
January meeting about the 
Scottish Ambulance Transport 
Service not being available 
to patients on a geographical 
basis, an issue that should 
have been explored and one 
more sentence in the minutes 
would have clarifi ed the 
concern.

Dr Taylor continued: ‘ Where 
in the paragraph is there 
any mention of my concern 
about the fact that patients 
with no pathetical needs, will 
not get Scottish Ambulance 
transport? After all I am only 
asking for clarifi cation.’  

The chairman stated that this 
was included in subsequent 
documentation, and Dr Taylor 
stated she would be happy to 
see a local community car 
transport scheme for patients 
given publicity.

There was little to report 
about the future of the now 
closed down silica sand 
mine. Secretary Robin Smart 
had attended a meeting in 
Fort William, but the parties 
involved did not wish any 
press publicity so there was 
very little to be gleaned from 
that meeting that he could 
pass on to the council, but 
he did say negotiations were 
going on in the background.

Another meeting that 
produced little for Morvern 
was the vice chairman 
Alistair Sinclair’s encounter 
with offi cials of the 
Scottish Sustainable Marine 
Environment (SSME) in the 
Lochaline Hotel. 

While the SSME initiative 
has given the impression 
of being too Argyll-centric, 
efforts are afoot to create a 
much closer liaison with the 
south west Highland Council 
area’s sea-board.

David J Robertson gave 
a detailed account of the 
Forestry Commission’s plans 
for the Year of Homecoming, 
while the chairman stated 
there would be delays on the 
B849 between now and the 
end of March while ROK, 
Civil Engineering Ltd remove 
the large rock at the blind 
corner at Rhemore.

Dr Douglas Watt, who has 
been leading a campaign 
over the past 10 years to have 
Morvern granted its own 
postcode, had been delegated 
to continue his quest.

The council has stated that 
members of the public who 
wish to bring up any matters 
of public interest are reminded 
to do so through community 
councillors at least seven 
days prior to the meeting in 
order for them to be put on 
the agenda. 

If the item is not on the 
agenda, it will not be taken 
unless under exceptional 
circumstances.

The April meeting of the 
council is scheduled to be 
held in Drimnin Hall.

Islay
Your correspondent 
is Susan Campbell: 
01496 850215

Port Mòr 
Wheelers
cycling fun
PORT Mòr Wheelers continue 
their fortnightly fun sessions 
for junior cyclists. 

The next meeting will be held 
at Port Mòr, Port Charlotte, 
on Saturday February 28 
from 10am to 12 noon. All 
youngsters welcome, just 
bring a bike.

For more information 
contact Brian on 810653 or 
Jez on 850010. 

Argyll and Bute 
Council grants
THE CLOSING date for 
applications by voluntary 
organisations for small grants 
from Argyll and Bute Council 
is March 20. 

If you need an electronic 
copy of the grant application 
form for the fi nancial year 
2009-10, please email Ms 
Kelly at Felicity.Kelly@
argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

If you require a hard copy, 
please contact Eileen Bellshaw, 
Service Standards Offi cer, 
Community Regeneration, 
Kilmory, Lochgilphead.

Reports will be presented to 
the Mid Argyll, Kintyre and 
the Islands Area Committee’s 
May meeting for councillors’ 
decision.

If any Islay organisation 
needs help with their 
applications, please contact 
Islay and Jura CVS, telephone 
0196 810743.

Programme
news
THE FEIS Ìle committee has 
decided to prepare a booklet 
again as a festival programme, 
rather than the shortened 
hand-out version which was 
tried last year.  

Any local organisations or 
businesses wishing to put an 
entry in the booklet should 
contact Meri at islayfestival@
btconnect.com for further 
details.

Princes Trust 
community
cash
YOUNG people aged 14 to 
25 can apply for awards of 
between £250 and £5,000 to 
help play a positive role in 
their community.  

The Royal Bank of 
Scotland Community Cash 
Awards will see £1 million 
of grants distributed by 
youth charity The Prince’s 
Trust.  Applications can be 
made at any time.  See www.
princestrust.org for more 
information.

Islay and Jura 
Dolphins AGM
ISLAY and Jura Dolphins 
Swimming Club will hold 
its annual general meeting 
on Wednesday March 4 

at 7.30pm in the Service 
Point, Bowmore. Everyone 
welcome.

Development
programme
outlined
THE SCOTTISH Council 
for Voluntary Organisation’s 
rural direct team visited 
Islay on February 11 to meet 
community groups and social 
enterprises from Islay and 
Jura at Ionad Chaluim Chille 
Ìle, the Columba Centre, in 
Bowmore.

The team met with 
representatives from 16 
organisations and gave them 
a comprehensive ‘tour’ of the 
Scottish Rural Development 
Programme and advised 
how the team could help 
them make the best possible 
applications.

The team was joined by 
Ross Lilley, Scottish Natural 
Heritage, who manages the 
the case offi cers who then 
assess applications from 
groups and businesses across 
Argyll and the Isles. 

A useful dialogue was 
developed with the team, 
and Ian Mathieson of the 
rural direct team said he was 
happy to organise meetings 
with individual groups and 
businesses as appropriate. 

A number of organisations 
took up the offer of an 
immediate visit, which also 
gave Ian a chance to see the 
island.

Lismore
Your correspondent 
is Pauline Dowling:  
01631 760293

Community
trust
ISLANDERS took another 
step towards setting up 
a community trust when 
the steering group invited 
facilitator Eric Spence from 
Argyll and Bute to lead two 
consultation sessions in the 
hall, one in the afternoon and 
a repeat in the evening.

His brief was to get those 
present to prioritise changes 
they would like to see in 
various areas of communal 
life from the rather large 
list collected at earlier 
consultations.

There was an amazing 
consensus when the exercise 
was completed by small 
groups. Islanders were then 
asked to place the prioritised 
changes on a time line so 
it was very clear what the 
community would like to see 
a community trust do fi rst, 
were it to come into being. 

Both meetings were well 
attended and a full report can 
be seen on www.isleofl ismore.
com.

Stag appraisal 
AT A MEETING in the hall, 
representatives of Caledonian 
Maritime Assets and MVA 
Consultancy reported on the 
fi rst stage of the Scottish 
Transport Appraisal Guidance 
(STAG) into the ferry options 
for the island.

As both the Point to 
Port Appin ferry and the 
Achnacroish to Oban ferries 
will need to be replaced in the 
next fi ve years, this appraisal 
will have to result in some 
action though not before 
2012/13 as there is no funding 
until then the meeting heard. 

The options include a roll- 
on-roll-off ferry from Point to 
Port Appin with a passenger 
ferry to Oban, a fi xed link, the 
status quo with improvements 
or the status quo. 

As things stand the passenger 
ferry from Point is used by 
car drivers who have to keep 
a second car at Port Appin 
while pedestrians use the car 
ferry from Achnacroish as 
this is too infrequent, long 
and expensive to be viable as 
a car ferry by locals except 
occasionally. This has meant 
the build up of a considerable 
year round parking problem at 
Port Appin, with no solution 
in sight.

PUPILS from Appin 
Primary School raised £200 
by demonstrating how car 
washing could be done in a 
more eco-friendly way.

The pupils, helped by 
parents and grandparents, 
washed cars at the school on 
Saturday February 7, using 
specially designed Filament 
micro fi bres. 

These clean mechanically 
and in a more effi cient manner 
than conventional chemicals 
that harm the environment.

The money raised will 
buy the school a new pair 
of binoculars and pay for a 
spring clean of the bird hide 
on the Appin side of the 
Jubilee Bridge.

Eco-friendly
car washing 

TAY SALMON 
SEASON OPENS

MEETING OUR ENERGY NEEDS

COUNTRY CUISINE 
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THE RAVEN –
A QUESTION 
OF CULLING

ANTIQUE
CHESS SETS

BRACO’S SECRET
GARDEN
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A DREAM HOME IN ABERDEEN
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SPRING BREAKS AROUND THE COUNTRY
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ON SALE NOW

THIS MONTH: BRACO’S SECRET GARDEN, A PORT 
APPIN RETREAT, A BRIDGE OVER THE FALLS OF 
LORA, BUILD YOUR OWN HOME, PLUS: TRAVEL, 
FOOD & DRINK, PROPERTY, COUNTRY NEWS,  
FASHION, HOMES & GARDENS, AND MORE...
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FuelsFuels
Very competitive prices for Kerosene, GasOil, AutoDiesel and Bottled Butane/Propane

NEW TOP UP DELIVERY SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE TO MALLAIG 
AND THE ISLANDS OF ISLAY, LISMORE AND MULL

FOR ALL YOUR HEATING NEEDS

Tel: 01631 570670    www.brogans.co.uk

Servicing Argyll and the IslandsServicing Argyll and the Islands

• Stockists of Elf and Total lubricants and greases

• Suppliers of Titan Fuel/Water Tanks and Coal Bunkers

• Accurate electronic top-up system 
   ensuring your fuel never runs out Why shiverWhy shiver

when we can deliverwhen we can deliver
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A ROW has broken out between Western 
Isles Council (Comhairle nan Eilean Siar) 
and the Scottish government over plans to 
close four junior secondary schools in the 
islands.

Scottish education secretary Fiona 
Hyslop said there had been inadequate 
consultation over plans to shut schools in 
Lionel and Shawbost on the isle of Lewis 
and that proposals for schools in Daliburgh 
and Paible were ‘not competent’. 

However Comhairle nan Eilean Siar say 

the decision will delay plans to build fi ve 
new schools and will damage the local 
economy.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar leader Angus 
Campbell said it was a disappointing 
and damaging decision at a time of 
extreme economic challenge, especially 
given recent government praise for the 
authority’s plan to push ahead with its 
rationalisation programme. 

Plans to close Cliasmol Primary School 
on Harris, where the roll has already 

fallen to zero, were, however, given the 
go-ahead.

But the education minister refused 
consent for the proposals to discontinue 
the junior secondary stages of education 
at the four schools on South Uist, North 
Uist and Lewis. 

The fi ve school closure proposals had 
been referred to ministers for their consent 
by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

The Comhairle had proposed closure of 
Cliasmol Primary School on Harris and 

discontinuation of the junior secondary 
stages of education at Daliburgh School 
on South Uist, Paible School on North 
Uist and at Lionel and Shawbost schools 
on Lewis.

A statement from the government said it 
had not given consent for the closures at 
either Daliburgh or Paible schools on the 
Uists.

‘The reasons in both cases are because 
the Comhairle has so changed the details 
of implementation from what was set out 

in the respective consultation documents 
that the two referrals are no longer 
considered competent,’ the statement 
read.

‘Consent is also refused to the closure 
of the stages of education at Lionel and at 
Shawbost schools on Lewis. 

‘Ministers are of the view that an 
inadequate consultation was carried out 
in both cases with insuffi cient grounds 
for the Comhairle to have reached the 
decisions it did.’ 

COUNCIL Tax in the Highlands has been 
frozen for the second year running but at the 
cost of more than100 jobs.

The ruling independent Liberal Democrat 
and Labour coalition on Highland Council 
agreed a £598 million budget, £23m more 
than last year’s enabling the Band D council 
tax to remain at £1,163 per annum.

However, there will be cuts to education, 
social work and transport budgets which 
will see 30 teaching posts and 12 adult 
education posts lost.

There were also cuts of £21,000 funding 
to the Relate counselling service and cuts 

of £18,000 to Family Mediation Highland 
which helps families facing divorce.

Councillor David Alston, budget leader, 
said the budget was a particularly tough 
one, given a tight settlement from the 
Scottish government which was based on 
a freeze on the council tax.  He said: ‘We 
have made a number of effi ciencies but we 
must be honest with the public and say we 
have had to make cuts.

The council also agreed to peg the average 
council house rent increase to £2.46 per 
week with the average rent now £63.93 per 
week, paid over 48 weeks.

Death crash 
driver banned
A DRIVER who caused the death 
of a grandmother on the A82 has 
been banned from driving at the 
High Court in Glasgow.

Gordon Wallace, aged 67, of 
Bearsden, Glasgow, lost control of 
his Jaguar on a bend at Three Mile 
Island and smashed head on into a 
Lochaber construction fi rm’s van 
on October 17.

Rear seat passenger Deborah 
Morrison, 58, of Paisley, died at 
the scene. Two local men in the 
van and another passenger in the 
car were airlifted to hospital.

The car’s occupants were 
members of Paisley Ramblers 
Association heading to Lochaber 
for a hillwalking trip. 

The accident closed the road and 
caused severe disruption to Royal 
National Mod traffi c heading for 
Fort William.

Wallace denied causing Ms 
Morrison’s death by dangerous 
driving but was found guilty by a 
majority verdict. 

Fort William joiner Alan Tolmie, 
57, who was driving the van, told 
the court: ‘I saw the car hit the 
barrier on the opposite side. It just 
headed straight across the road 
towards me.’

Temporary judge Sean Murphy 
QC banned Wallace from driving 
while sentence was deferred 
until next month for background 
reports.

Committee
forms for 2011 
Isles Mod
A COMMITTEE has been elected 
to co-ordinate and organise Mod 
nan Eilean Siar 2011 which will 
see the event return to the Western 
Isles for a fi fth time.  

Alex MacDonald of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar was elected 
convener of Mod nan Eilean Siar 
2011 and his two vice conveners 
will be Annabel Bain and Amy 
MacAulay.

Mr Macdonald said that with a 
strong enthusiastic team on the 
committee, and superb facilities 
such as Ionad Spors Leodhais 
and An Lanntair, everything was 
in place for another tremendous 
island Mod.

He said: ‘It was very encouraging 
to see such a good turnout at the 
fi rst meeting of the organising 
committee of Mod nan Eilean 
2011.  

‘It augurs well for the next 
Western Isles Mod which, I am 
sure, will be just as successful as 
the last one which was held here 
in 2005. 

‘The committee will be 
organising a variety of fundraising 
events in the next few months and 
anyone wishing to help should 
contact the local offi ce of An 
Comunn Gaidhealach in Perceval 
Square.’

THE THEFT of a motorcycle 
and a mountain bike in 
separate incidents are just 
two of the cases being 
investigated by Lochaber 
police this week.

The motorcycle, a blue 
Honda Blackbird, was 
taken from Moray Place, 
Fort William, overnight on 
Friday January 30.

The vehicle had ‘Scotland’ 
stickers, gold wheels and 
was fi tted with a custom 
exhaust.

A blue Marin Downhill 
mountain bike was taken 
from the communal area of 
fl ats on High Street, Fort 
William, sometime between 
9am on Sunday February 
1 and 2.30pm on Tuesday 
February 3.

A Mercury short shaft 

outboard motor was 
removed from a cabin on 
the shore of Loch Moidart, 
Acharacle, sometime 
between Wednesday January 
28 and February 11.

Sometime between 
10.30pm on Sunday January 
17 and 10am the following 
day the porch window of a 
house was smashed on Glen 
Nevis Road, Caol.

Sometime between 4pm 
on Friday January 23 and 
3.30pm on Monday January 
26 a quantity of oil radiators 
was stolen from a garage 
at Battlefi eld Crescent, 
Inverlochy. The radiators 
were part of renovation 
works in the area.

Between Wednesday 
January 14 and Friday 
January 23 a box containing 

12 bottles of red wine was 
taken from a house in the 
Glen Etive area.

Between 3pm on Tuesday 
February 10 and 3pm the 
following day two tool 
boxes were stolen from a 
portacabin on Blar Mhor 
Industrial Estate, Fort 
William. Items contained in 
the boxes included ‘Snap-
on’ tools and three-quarter 
airgun fi ttings with sockets.

Anyone with knowledge 
of these incidents is asked to 
contact Fort William Police 
Station on 01397 702361 
or the confi dential line on 
01397 702000.

Members of the public 
may also report any 
crime, offence or anything 
suspicious to Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111.

Inverlochy Playgroup children were enthusiastic participants in a ‘chatter box challenge’ 
and sponsored sing-along for the ‘I Can’ charity. ‘We took part to raise money for kids 

who have diffi culty speaking,’ said playleader Sophie Edwards.

A TOP mime act and a play 
about two teenagers on the 
run are just two of the events 
put together for the coming 
year by arts group Caol Artz.

Set up to promote theatre, 
music, dance and comedy in 
Caol Community Centre, the 
2009 programme follows last 

year’s popular productions.  
The fi rst show, on Wednesday 
March 4, is Yellow Moon, 
a play from one of Scotland’s 
fi nest playwrights, David 
Greig. It centres on two 
teenagers who never meant 
to get mixed up in a murder, 
but now need a place to 

hide. The play, produced by 
TAG for the Citizens Theatre, 
Glasgow, has received superb 
reviews, opened the ‘Brits Off 
Broadway’ Festival in New 
York and has been nominated 
for several awards. 

On Monday May 18 there 
is a chance to see ‘The Last 

Cuckoo’ by BAFTA nominee 
Nigel Forde, former presenter 
of Radio 4’s ‘Bookshelf’.  

Friday June 5 sees Home-
Made Shakespeare take the 
stage, featuring mime artist 
Nola Rae and actor, puppeteer 
and stand-up comedian Lasse 
Akerlund.

Highlands
down to 
one week’s        
supply of salt
THE PROLONGED period of bad 
weather over the past few weeks 
has reduced Highland Council’s 
stockpile of rock salt for road 
gritting to one week’s supply – but 
milder temperatures this week 
have come just in time for reserves 
to be replenished.

The council has used more than 
77,000 tonnes of salt on roads 
across the Highlands already this 
winter – well above recent levels.

According to council fi gures, 
average annual use of rock salt 
over the past fi ve years has been 
55,000 tonnes, but the total for this 
year is already 40 per cent above 
that.

Richard Guest, head of roads and 
community works for the council, 
said the local authority currently 
held a stock of 10,650 tonnes of 
rock salt, which was the equivalent 
of a week’s supply.

Shipments are expected at 
Inverness, Invergordon and 
Scrabster later this week, which 
will increase the capacity by 
15,000 tonnes. 

A further 8,000 tonnes was on 
order.  

Henry Mains from Sleat addresses the meeting. f08arisaig01

Row breaks out over Western Isles school closures

Caol Artz programme takes centre stage

Exclusive: By STEPHEN NORRIS

Arisaig looks to Skye for lead

ARISAIG has taken its fi rst 
step towards forming its own 
community company – with a 
little help from Skye. 

The Lochaber community took 
the historic step after a packed 
public meeting in Astley Hall, 
when 12 local residents from the 
audience agreed to form a steering 
group to set up a charitable 
company, its directors limited by a 
guarantee of £1.

The new social enterprise, if 
formed, hopes to follow Sleat’s 
example, where local people 
transformed their community in 
fi ve years. 

Sleat Community Trust (SCT) 
secretary Henry Mains, on a 
three-stop tour of Lochaber in 
which he also met community 
representatives in Glenuig and 
Acharacle, urged Arisaig people to 
take responsibilty for regenerating 
their village.

Arisaig Community Council, 
the meeting heard, was not a 
suitable vehicle to sign an agreed 

25-year lease for land earmarked 
for a village playing fi eld because 
of fi nancial and insurance 
implications - hence the need for 
a community trust with wider 
ambitions.

‘There are grants out there 
available to social enterprises and 
community companies that can 
prove they can be sustainable and 
imaginative that are available to 
no-one else – but it’s important 
that this does not fall on just 
three or four people,’ said Arisaig 
Community Council vice chairman 
Ann Martin.

Mr Mains told how SCT 
membership had grown from 
around 60 to 420 – 70 per cent 
of the adult population – since its 
start up in September 2003 and 
from an initial £500 funding had 
pulled in £600,000 for community 
projects already.

‘Our community trust is an 
organisation that has the repect of 

government agencies and there’s 
no reason why, given time, that 
Arisaig could not do the same,’ he 
said.

‘You may start with nothing, but 
if you work hard you can make big 
advances in a short space of time.

‘The more you build confi dence, 
the more you show people what 
you are doing, the more people will 
say ‘I will give you my support’.

‘Sleat has blossomed in the last 
fi ve years because we have made 
the effort. 

‘We make things happen 
basically because the main talent 
in Sleat is the people. We have 49 
folk actively involved in running 
the community trust.’

Citing Armadale as his cause 
celèbre, he added: ‘If I see 
Armadale looking half as pretty as 
it could compared to the disgrace 
it is just now I will be more than 
happy,’ he said. 

‘Armadale should be the jewel in 

the crown of Skye as far as I am 
concerned.’

Ms Martin then asked the 
meeting: ‘Does anybody think this 
is a bad idea?’ No hands went up, 
and the 12-strong steering group 
was formed.

Delighted, she told The Oban 
Times: ‘What pleases me is that 
there are people there that will be 
invaluable to this initiative, with 
crofting, grant applications and 
business experience, who I would 
not have necessarily suspected 
would have stepped forward.’

A name for the charitable 
company is yet to be decided by 
the steering group, which Ms 
Martin said would hold its fi rst 
meeting ‘as soon as possible’. 

Immediate aims include 
concluding the playing fi eld 
lease ahead of reseeding and 
landscaping it later this year. 
Various community groups have 
already raised £800 to offset costs. 
Lochaber provost Allan Henderson 
also attended the meeting.

Residents take historic step towards forming 
community charitable company

Lochaber MP Charles Kennedy opens new Kyle 
of Lochalsh post offi ce with a little help from 

some of the area’s retired postmen. 

MP opens 
new Kyle            
post office

Council confirms Council Tax freeze

Police investigate bike thefts

ROSS, Skye and Lochaber MP Charles Kennedy 
formally opened a new Royal Mail delivery offi ce 
in Kyle of Lochalsh last week. 

The new centre is based in the former transport 
workshop at Railway Terrace which has lain 
empty for a number of years, and replaces the 
previous delivery offi ce in Main Street, Kyle of 
Lochalsh.

After opening the new premises, Mr Kennedy 
toured the offi ce and met some of its 15 staff.  He 
also met a group of retired postmen who were 
invited to see the new offi ce. 

Between them, they worked with Royal Mail 
for approximately 200 years at the old delivery 
offi ce. 

Mr Kennedy said: ‘I am delighted to formally 
open the new delivery offi ce in Kyle of Lochalsh. 
The staff have worked extremely hard to ensure 
that the transfer from the old offi ce has gone 
smoothly. 

‘I congratulate them on their move and wish 
them success in the new delivery offi ce.’ 

The offi ce serves 4,300 residential and business 
addresses covering the postcodes IV40 to IV49, 
and IV52 to IV54 and IV56. 

All mail deliveries will continue as normal and 
customers will see no change to their service as a 
result of the move. 

Jeff Heafey, delivery sector manager, said: 
‘The transfer to the new delivery offi ce in Kyle 
of Lochalsh is part of our continuous drive to 
deliver excellent service to customers in the 
area. Our newly refurbished premises provide 
improved facilities and services for our staff and 
customers.

‘The old delivery offi ce in Main Street was not 
as accessible for customers and had no customer 
parking. Congestion was also a problem for our 
vehicles – particularly in the summer. The move 
will put paid to this.’

COMPETITION

Categories
• People & Places
• Scenic Views
• Events

We are looking for 
your favourite holiday 
photographs from 
around the West Coast

If chosen your photograph will be 
published in one of our publications 
and you will be entered into a draw 
to win one of 3 Digital Cameras

By submitting your photographs you agree that Wyvex Media Ltd may publish your 
photograph, on more than one occasion, in any of it’s publications. To be eligible for the prize 
draw your photograph must be taken locally and fall into one of the specifi ed categories. 
Normal Oban Times’ rules apply. The editor’s decision is fi nal.

Name ....................................................................................

Address ................................................................................

..............................................................................................

..............................................................................................

Category ...............................................................................
Please send all entries to The Oban Times PO Box 1, Oban Argyll PA34 4HB

or email your entries to editor@obantimes.co.uk 

PHOTOGRAPHIC

WIN
one of 3 fantastic 

DIGITAL CAMERAS
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Make Your 
Dream Home

a

Reality

A McPhee Haulage
Almar, Shore Rd, Connel, Oban

Tel 07836538718

8 wheel tipper hire • supplier of quarry 
products and site clearances

Building your own home?
Renovating? 
Improving your home?

This is your starting point 
to making your dream 
home become a reality.

Dundee (regional sales office)
Scotframe Timber Engineering Limited
Units 3:1 & 3:8
Discovery House
Gemini Crescent
Dundee Technology Park
Dundee DD2 1SW
Tel: 01382 561772 Fax: 01382 568182
e-mail: dundee@scotframe.co.uk

www.scotframe.co.uk
A member of UKTFA

With the threshold now at £175K, most self-
builders will pay £0K Stamp Duty. To find
out more, call Sandy Farquhar on 01382 561772
or visit our web site.

build your own home
and make the most of the
duty free...

Planning to build a new home?
Then contact 

for a free quotation for the supply of your
timber frame materials.

Come and visit us, see our work
and discuss our other services.

Dalchonzie, Comrie, Perthshire, PH6 2LB
mail@robroyhomes.co.uk

Tel: 01764 670424       Fax: 01764 670419

34 years of quality, value and service

SELF BUILD ACTS AS SILVER LINING 
ON BLACK FINANCIAL CLOUDS

by Sandy Farquhar, Scotframe Timber Engineering.

When headlines of fi nancial doom thunder through 
the pages of our daily newspapers like the Four 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse, it is diffi cult not to 
be depressed and more than a little shell shocked 
to boot. 
When was it that a million pounds became such a 
trifl ing sum and losses were recorded in billions? 
Who decided to abort the housing market’s often 
predicted soft landing and instead plump for the 
nose dive we are currently enduring?
In the melee that now surrounds us, it is diffi cult 
to take a step back and really appraise our own 
situation and options, without getting sucked back 
into the fray. However for the sake of our own 
sanity, as much as anything else, taking a mo-

ment to do this will help us highlight and indeed 
remember the good things that have come out of 
the fi nancial turmoil we are in. 
In its bid to stick a crutch under the ailing economy, 
the Government took the very welcome step of in-
creasing the Stamp Duty threshold from £125,000 
to £175,000 earlier this year. The move is only tem-
porary and the higher rate is only in place until Sep-
tember 2009, when it will be reviewed.
For years Stamp Duty had failed miserably to 
keep up with house price infl ation and many cam-
paigners had seen it is a further barrier to fi rst 
time buyers trying to get into the market. Others 
simply saw it as an unfair revenue generator for 
the Treasury.
However while the changes to Stamp Duty have, 
on the whole, been seen as a shot in the arm for 
the fi rst time buyer market, it is important to re-

member that they also 
serve other sectors of 
the property market 
very effectively.
In particular, the chang-

es introduced by HM Revenue and Customs, 
have major benefi ts for anyone interested in build-
ing their own property. Essentially any self-build 
project is completed in two parts, with individuals 
buying a plot of land before going on to build the 
property they want.
Stamp Duty is only payable on the value of the 
plot of land and not on the value of the completed 
property. As such, anyone buying a piece of land 
for less than £175,000 will not be liable to pay the 
tax. In effect this covers the vast majority of single 
plots and only those at the very top of the market 
will trigger the interest of the taxman.
But what about the building costs and the fi nal 
value of the house under construction? It would 
not be unusual for someone to buy a plot of land 
for £100,000, spend £150,000 building a four 
bedroom house and for its completed value to be 
signifi cantly more than the £250,000 outlay. In-
deed a value of £315,000 would not be untypical 
in such a situation.
Had the same person decided to buy a property 
worth £315,000 on the open market, they would 

have had to fi nd an extra £9,375 just for the 
Stamp Duty.
It is also worth pointing out that self-build mort-
gages are still readily available. Lenders will offer 
up to 85% of the land purchase and building costs 
and because the value of the property tends to 
jump on completion, the overall loan to value will 
end up being signifi cantly less, giving comfort to 
both lenders and borrowers alike.
Certainly Mary Riley, a consulting director at Self 
Builder, a specialist provider of fi nance, advice 
and information in the sector, believes there has 
never been a better time to get into the market.
She says: “Mortgages are readily available and 
because self-builders tend to see an immediate 
step up of around 25% in the value of their com-
pleted property, this provides confi dence and se-
curity for everyone in these uncertain times.”
Clearly the recessionary winds that are buffeting 
the UK are not to be made light of and during 2009 
the problems in the fi nancial markets will continue 
to spill out and into the daily lives of each and 
every one of us.
However it is important that where opportunities 
exist, we look to make the most of them and 
where we can make the tempestuous environ-

CASSIDY BUILDING & RENOVATION
Any Renovation Undertaken

All trades covered
No job too small

Tel: 01838 400247  Mob: 07853095474
Emergency: 07500 172235

Inveroran Cottage, By Bridge of Orchy, Argyll

PHONE TODAY -

SEE YOU TOMORROW

ment work to our benefi t, then we actively seek 
to do so.
The tax breaks on offer in the self-build market 
provide signifi cant savings for those completing 
their own project. When taken in conjunction 
with the way land values have fallen, leaving 
many plots under valued, self-building is a very 
alluring prospect at the moment.
Those that can see through the gloom and take 
advantage of the breaks on offer are likely to 
reap signifi cant benefi ts in the future. After all, it 
is an ill wind that blows no good.

SHEDS & CHALETS

“You only get what you pay for” is a fond say-
ing of joiner Willie Kerr of Burnside Joiners 
and Builders . And you certainly get something 
special when you pay for one of Willies cabin 
sheds. From start to fi nish, the range of stun-
ning sheds are made by experienced craftsmen 
and are of such good quality they last through 
even the severest stormy weather. The plated 
roof trusses are made up in Willies workshop 
where they are all glued, and customers have 
the choice of either a pitch or sloped roof. Burn-
side Joiners and Builders also construct chalets 
in a similar way to their sheds, with the inside 
insulated with log lap or gyproc fi nish and com-
prise of two bedrooms, toilet, shower and an 
open plan kitchen and lounge area or can be 
built to clients requirements, and we guaran-
tee to be wind and watertight. Along with cabin 
sheds and chalets they make garages and out-
door childrens playhouses as well as providing 
all kinds of joinery and building work.
Models of the beautiful cabin sheds can be 
viewed at the MRC shed in Barcalldine at the 
Burnside Joiners and Builders workshop.

 Chalets • Cabins • Sheds • Garages 
Workshops • Windows & Doors • Velux windows 
Extensions • Facia boards • Slating • Roof work 

ALL GENERAL BUILDING WORK

Marine Resource Centre, Barcaldine.
Tel: 01631 720700 Mobile: 07719158777

www.burnside-builders.co.uk

FOR SALE 
Garden Decking • Garden Planters • Birdhouses • Garden Tables

Self Catering Cottages to let

MULL
Craignure, Isle of Mull PA65 6AY
01680 812475
OBAN
Unit 6 MacLeod Buildings, Oban PA34 4PL
01631 569991

info@tslcontractors.co.uk

Providing the complete building 
service to domestic, industrial and 

commercial clients throughout 
Argyll & the islands

ESTATE
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EFFORTS to hammer out 
a planning compromise 
on developing a key Fort 
William commercial site are 
continuing this week.

Property developers 
Kilmartin Ashford won 
detailed permission for its 
£10 million scheme to build 
a 60-room Travelodge and 
retail units on the former 
Grand Hotel/Mactavish’s 
Kitchen site on September 2.

Ross, Skye and Lochaber 

planning committee ruled 
the company should pay an 
additional £110,000 for 22 
‘commuted’ car park spaces, 
ensure public access through 
MacRae’s Lane and bring a 
service access road behind 
the restricted site up to public 
road standard.

Councillors felt those 
additional measures would 
aid the west end’s general 
regeneration but the recession 
and a 25 per cent fall in 

commercial property values 
in 18 months have altered 
KA’s numbers.  

KA representatives 
met with planning chiefs 
following the planning 
committee’s meeting in 
Portree, but key differences 
remained unresolved and 
efforts continue to break the 
impasse.

Area planning manager 
Dafydd Jones told The Oban 
Times: ‘The discussions were 

just about where they [the 
company] are just now.’

Asked whether the 
developers would have to 
submit a revised planning 
application, he said: ‘At the 
moment there has been no 
revision or submission. 

‘At the moment nothing has 
been lodged.’

KA director Andrew Smith 
told The Oban Times: ‘We 
are very proud of the design 
of the scheme and this has 

impressed potential tenants 
of both the hotel and retail 
units.

‘We remain desperately 
keen to develop out this site 
as we consider that it will be a 
high quality improvement to 
the core commercial area of 
the town. We have a leading 
national hotel operator 
signed up to take the hotel 
accommodation and we are 
also in detailed discussions 
with two major High Street 

retailers to take up to 70 per 
cent of the proposed retail 
element.

‘We hope that once we can 
announce a site start date and 
can confi rm we have anchor 
tenants on board we will be 
able to entice other operators 
to sign up to the remaining 
three units. 

The fact we already have 
occupiers waiting in the 
wings is a very good sign for 
Fort William.’

Council leads 
the way
HIGHLAND Council has become 
one of only three local authorities 
in Scotland to receive the Carbon 
Trust Standard for cutting carbon 
emissions.

Since 2006-7, carbon emissions 
from council buildings have 
reduced by 12 per cent.

Council leader and climate 
change working group chairman 
Dr Michael Foxley said: ‘This is 
a welcome recognition of the very 
real commitment we are making 
to reducing carbon emissions and 
energy use.’

ACTIVE Lochaber 50+ has 
staged a successful fi rst event 
in a series of workshops 
designed to give local people 
an extra activity to enjoy in 
the long winter months.

‘Get Creative!’ in 
Mulbeary’s Craft Studio 
in Fort William saw tutor 

Fiona Lambe introduce 
participants to decorative 
and single stroke painting 
and proved a popular choice 
with the 10 available places 
all being taken up.

Under Fiona’s guidance, the 
budding artists experimented 
with various techniques to 

produce their own designs 
and themes on card and 
paper. 

Age Concern Scotland are 
partners in the initiative. 

West Highland organiser Jo 
Cowan told The Oban Times
participants were delighted 
to be able to ‘chase away the 

winter blues’ through the art 
session.

Future planned events 
include ‘Talk Yourself Up’, 
‘Happier Eating’, ‘Singing 
for Fun’, ‘Remembering 
How To Play’ and a fi lm 
afternoon in Kinlochleven. 

Fort William 
tourist
centre revamp
FORT William Tourist Information 
Centre on the High Street is being 
given a revamp to improve its 
services.

The existing offi ce was 
temporarily transferred across 
the road to 26 High Street last 
Saturday to allow the current site to 
be re-branded as a ‘VisitScotland 
Information Centre’. 

VisitScotland’s regional director 
Scott Armstrong said: ‘Fort 
William has much to offer its 
visitors and I have no doubt the 
new site will enhance the overall 
visitor experience further, allowing 
visitors to get the best out of the 
area and hopefully prompt a return 
visit.’

The new offi ce, featuring a new 
interior design and improved 
layout, will re-open on Friday 
March 20. 

The Fort William centre is the 
fi rst in VisitScotland’s network to 
be re-branded.

Project hosts 
mentoring
meeting
THE WORKERS’ Educational 
Association Scotland’s Women 
at Work project is holding its 
Lochaber network meeting on 
mentoring in Lochaber College 
next Thursday.

Trainer Patsy Thomson will lead 
the two-hour session, from 12pm-
2pm, explaining how mentoring 
can help individuals at a critical 
time in their lives.

Space to practice attentive 
listening and time to discuss 
appropriate resources and support 
will feature. The event is free, but 
booking is requested. 

Contact 01463 710577 for 
details.

Secrets of
the night sky 
revealed
THE SECRETS of the night sky 
will be revealed at a ‘Dark Sky 
Evening’ at Glen Nevis Visitor 
Centre tomorrow (Friday) and 
Saturday night.

The event, organised by the John 
Muir Trust and Highland Council 
countryside rangers, will show 
how a space rocket is built, explore 
the constellations and observe the 
night sky.

Hat, gloves and warm clothes 
are advised and booking is 
recommended.

Call 01397 705922 or e-mail 
nevis@jmt.org for details.

Festival
volunteers
needed
FORT William Mountain 
Festival organisers are seeking 
volunteers between March 
6 to March 15 to set up and 
dismantle displays and man 
the ticket offi ce, doors and 
information desks.

Anyone willing to help is 
eligible for free tickets and a 
will receive a festival T-Shirt.   

More information from Sam 
Larch on sammylarch@aol.
com or 01397 772000.

Left to right, Norma Callison, tutor Fiona Lambe, Elspeth MacKenzie and Alan Ramsay at work in Mulbearys Craft 
Studio on Wednesday. f08arts01

Talks continue to find planning compromise 

French visit 
set to boost 
Lochaber

MALLAIG is facing another three months without a 
community council after efforts to fi nd the minimum 
number of members required to do business failed by 
a single name.

Eight nominations were needed to allow the 
village council to start work again but by close of 
nominations only seven completed forms had been 
lodged with assistant ward area manager Emma 
Tayler in Lochaber house.

The shock news meant Mallaig had failed for a 

second time to provide enough names to run its 
council.

Last October the village was a surprise inclusion 
in a list of six Lochaber areas where the tri-annual 
community council elections met with insuffi cient 
interest.

Former community council chairman Johnnie 
MacMillan has been central to efforts to ensure that 
Mallaig once again has grass-roots representation 
– and was confi dent of success next time.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It was simply a 
misunderstanding last time in October and we 
should have had our eight this time around. It’s very 
unfortunate. I think one of the probable members 
either thought we had enough people or he was too 
late in putting his form in, so we are going to go 
again in May. For all the communities who do not 
have a council, like Kinlochleven, Acharacle and 
Inverlochy and Torlundy, I believe the plan is for 
them to try again in May to get their councils going 

again. It’s not a good thing for the community to be 
without a community council for any length of time. 
We’ll keep our fi ngers crossed that we will have a full 
community council or at least a quorum next time.’

A Highland Council spokesperson said no date 
had yet been decided upon for the re-runs. ‘For any 
community councils that did not form last time, it 
may be the council will act as returning offi cer for 
all of them, or they may wish to appoint their own,’ 
she said.

TOWN mayors and offi cials from one of 
France’s principal slate-producing areas could 
be heading for Lochaber to return a visit to 
their region by local civic representatives two 
years ago.

The delegation, from Allesac and Donzenac 
in the Limousin region, is expected to number 
around 10.

Lochaber representatives have yet to receive 
fi nal confi rmation from the French party on 
the provisional visit dates of May 14-17, 
but a ‘oui, mes amis’ would see no effort 
spared in south Lochaber to make their guests 
welcome.

Ballachulish Community Council chairman 
Mel MacAskill told The Oban Times when the 
Lochaber delegation went to France in 2007 
everything, including food, accommodation 
and refreshments was laid on - and it was 
the least Lochaber could do to repay the 
compliment. He said: ‘We were over there 
two years ago looking at what they were doing 
with their slate quarries.

‘We’ll be taking them round Ballachulish 
to let them see our slate quarries, the slate 
trails, the village itself and the things we have 
started to do here. We’ll take them to as many 
attractions as possible in the area that we can 
fi t in for the time they are here, and at the end 
we will have a Scottish ceilidh night and a 
dinner.

‘It’s hoped they will stay in B&Bs in and 
around Ballachulish. That would give the area 
a little bit of publicity and allow them to spread 
the word a wee bit about what’s happening in 
this part of Scotland.

‘If this downturn is going to last we have to 
do everything in our power to get people to 
come here. These people are involved in the 
French tourism industry. There will be mayors 
from every village there and they will have 
the ability to go back and sing the praises of 
Lochaber.’

Funding for the exchange trip would be 
sought from the Highland Culture Programme 
and Leader+, said Mr MacAskill.

Mallaig facing another three months without community council

Slate town delegation returns

All go in winter as over 50s get creative 

GAELIC College Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig on the Isle of Skye is to 
host a family learning event for 
Gaelic-speaking families later this 
year.

Organised by the community 
learning and development review 
group for Gaelic, the week-long 
event is open to families with 
children being educated in Gaelic.

Parents will be able to attend one 
of the college’s language courses 
while their children take part in a 
wide range of sports, arts and other 
activities through the medium of 
Gaelic.

The 2009 event, which starts on 
Monday July 6, follows last year’s 
success, when 48 adults and 82 
children from across the Highlands 
and the central belt attended.

Application forms are being 
distributed to Gaelic medium 
education schools this month, with 
a closing date of April 9.

Project co-ordinator Alasdair 
Law said: ‘Places are limited so 
early submission of applications is 
recommended.

‘Families will be advised during 
May whether their applications 
have been successful.’

DOZENS of musicians of 
all abilities fl ocked to Fort 
Augustus last weekend for the 
fourth Fèis Gleann Albainn in 
Kilchuimen Academy.

The event was staged 
without co-founder Sharon 
Fraser, who died, aged only 
40, just before Christmas.

Inverlochy fi ddler Aonghas 
Grant composed a tune in 
her memory, Sharon’s Air, 
which saw its fi rst public 
performance at Sunday 
night’s concert. 

By 9.30am on Saturday 
morning 52 musicians had 
registered for the three-
day festival, where players 
bring their instruments along 
to brush up their skills in 

tutorials and workshops led 
by some of Scotland’s fi nest 
musicians.

Instrumentalists from 
Lochaber, Inverness, Perth, 
Invermoriston, Invergarry and 
Fort Augustus were joined 
by others from further afi eld 
to take part in a programme 
culminating in a Fèis fi nale 
concert in the school on 
Sunday night.

A mixture of serious learning 
and light-hearted sessions, the 
Fèis moved en-masse from 
the school to local hostelries 
on Saturday night, with bars 
and hotels fi lled with music 
till closing time. 

Final goodbyes were 
said at the ‘survivors 

buffet lunch’ on Monday.
Tutors included renowned 
fi ddlers Charlie McKerron 
of Capercaillie, Inverlochy’s 
Aonghas Grant and Duncan 
Chisholm from Wolfstone.
Other highlights included 
a drumming workshop on 
Saturday afternoon led by 
Steve Sharpe of Farr-based 
Drum Fun. 

Home-baking par excellence 
was donated by members of 
the local WRVS and WRI.

Feis secretary Tracey 
MacCallum told The Oban 
Times one musician had even 
travelled from Manchester to 
take part in the Fèis, which is 
becoming a major fi xture on 
the Highland music calendar.

‘The whole weekend was 
fantastic,’ said Tracey. 
Everybody said they were 
coming back next year. 

‘Aonghas Grant wrote a 
fi ddle tune, Sharon’s Air, in 
memory of Sharon Fraser, and 
he played it with the rest of the 
tutors at the concert. It was a 
very emotional moment. 

‘It was very well attended 
with around 150 people 
there.

‘We’re also very grateful to 
Highland Council for letting 
us have the school.’

Feis Gleann Albainn also 
organises a children’s event 
in the summer.

 See Social Scene, page 10 
for more pictures.

Family Gaelic 
learning event

Dozens of musicians flock 
to Fèis Gleann Albainn

Nuala Kennedy from Dundalk led the whistle tutorials. f08feis06

Dagger Gordon’s mandolin workshop. f08feis04

Aonghas Grant with his fi ddle group on Saturday. f08feis02
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ARIES Mar 21st - Apr 20th
A huge amount of activity in your sector of future 
hopes, gives you a platform to identify your needs 
and take a giant stride towards them. And the 
more you link with others the more you’re likely to 
fl ourish. Yet as far as your network is concerned, it’s 
a case of not how many, but how good, and a shift 
of emphasis sees you cherish sincere companions. 
Call me now for more news and advice…

TAURUS Apr 21st - May 21st
If you’re attracted to someone, a mutual, respected 
friend may put out the feelers on your behalf to test 
the water. Equally this can be true at work, where 
behind the scenes moves can establish just how 
the land lays. If you’re making a bid for greater 
recognition, Mercury will help by sharpening up the 
way you represent yourself and your talents. Call 
your special prediction line for more advice…

GEMINI May 22nd - Jun 21st
How you are viewed by others can become 
important. And with uncertainty in the world of 
work, this week’s New Moon suggests fl exibility 
and travel are likely to be themes. All this can 
also see you journeying to attend an interview, or 
actually looking for work in a new locality. If you 
are offered a training scheme to learn new skills, it 
may be crucial. Call for your in-depth forecast…

CANCER Jun 22nd - Jul 23rd
The New Moon in Pisces, gives your horoscope 
a more expansive feel, but there is still enormous 
activity around fi nancial issues, property and the 
valuables or assets that you share with others. 
You could seek the recourse of a lawyer or an 
experienced friend to help you navigate what is best 
for you - especially if there is carving up to be done. 
Call me now for your fi nancial forecast in full…

LEO Jul 24th - Aug 23rd
Think back to the fi rst ten days of January. Something 
was discussed, but over time this has either drifted 
off the radar or got bogged down in petty differences. 
Now you’ve the opportunity to get much more 
constructive dialogue in motion. Once more, this 
calls upon you to listen, as much as speak, but this 
can see a rewarding improvement in a close tie. Call 
now for more astral advice…

VIRGO Aug 24th - Sep 23rd
The natural energy from the sky which is being 
steered in your direction, remains high, but 
whether you’re harnessing this or not, depends on 
whether you’re using too much of it in pursuit of 
perfection. Ironically this may not be on your own 
behalf. You could easily get caught up in being too 
conscientious. However, some valuable feed back 
beckons. Call for more news and advice…

LIBRA Sep 24th - Oct 23rd
Your ruler Venus continues to make a fantastic 
link to both Mars and Jupiter. However, the Sun 
moves to a more practical location, whilst Mercury 
links brilliantly with Jupiter. All this can arouse the 
most creative side of your nature, but you’re being 
asked to mesh with your stylish artistry, hard and 
fast application. It’s a case of form and function. 
Call your special prediction line for more…

SCORPIO Oct 24th - Nov 22nd
There has been an enormous amount of activity 
in the sector linked to security be it emotional, 
physical or practical. This continues apace this 
week, but with a subtle but powerful change of 
emphasis, one that can see you emerge from a 
more inward looking period, whilst staying mindful 
of your deeper needs and those affecting members 
of your family. Call for more news and advice…

SAGITTARIUS Nov 23rd - Dec 21st
With Saturn and Uranus still locked in a diffi cult, 
seemingly intractable opposition, balancing your 
worldly and emotional needs remains a central 
theme. How you get there is the issue. And there’s 
likely to be a lot of lively debate, but look out for 
one chat or person which helps to shine light - on a 
more intuitive basis, about what you’re discussing. 
Call your Sagittarius prediction line for more…

CAPRICORN Dec 22nd - Jan 20th
There’s a richness about your ‘scope, and this may 
see you enjoy good fortune fi nancially, but equally 
it can see you re-evaluate exactly what represents 
value to you. Thrift could become attractive, 
consolidation appeal and understanding what’s 
really meaningful may relate more to people than 
possessions. New recipes can also switch you on. 
Call me for your fi nancial forecast…

AQUARIUS Jan 21st - Feb 19th
The Sun vacates your zodiac sign, and will be back 
in eleven months. However, it’s replaced by the fl eet 
footed Mercury which in turn connects splendidly 
with other Aquarian planetary residents as they mix 
with the svelte Venus. All this suggests the projects 
or ties that have stumbled are now set to speed up 
and take on a more recognisable and lasting shape. 
Call me for more news and advice…

PISCES Feb 20th - Mar 20th
So much has been going on behind the scenes, and 
frankly will continue to do so. However, the Pisces 
New Moon during midweek can be the springboard 
for you to get on the front foot. So whilst there may 
be a time of some endings, and any beginnings 
may not be immediately obvious and be rather 
muted, none the less a shift is in the works. Call 
your special prediction line for more advice…
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Right; Steve Sharpe 
from Drum Fun leads 
the popular drumming 

session  f08feis10

FÈIS Gleann Albainn drew musicians from all over the High-
lands and beyond to Kilchuimen Academy, Fort Augustus for 
a weekend of music, laughter and song.

Around 50 musicians of all abilities took the chance to brush 
up their skills courtesy of some of Scotland fi nest musicians, 
including Charlie McKerron, Dagger Gordon, Aonghas Grant, 
Jenna Reid, Duncan Chisholm, Marc Clement and Sandy Bre-
chin.

Preparations are already underway for Fèis number fi ve in 
2010 following the highly successful event, with organisers 
reporting that everyone involved were keen to come back to 
Fort Augustus next year.

Shetland fi ddler Jenna Reid, centre, with her fi ddle group f08feis03

Marc Clement leads the guitar tutorial f08feis05

Feis Gleann Albainn 
hits the high notes

Below: Accordion tutor Sandy 
Brechin enjoys a joke with Cathe-
rine Thomson and Patrick Ungless 

from Invermoriston f08feis 07

Above: Christina Stewart with singing group Michelle Mel-
vin from Fort William, Katherine Gallacher form Fochabers 

and Val Brown, Fife f08feis09

Group work in full swing with Charlie McKerron of Capercaillie f08feis08

Right: Duncan Chisholm of Wolf-
stone, centre, with students Eliza-

beth Laidler from Fort William and 
Frank Harris, Elgin at Kilchuimen 

Academy last Saturday f08feis 01
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If you would like YOUR 
event to appear in

contact 01631 568000 or
email editor@obantimes.co.uk

ARGYLL 
ANIMAL

AID

BADGER
Nice wee girl, very sweet 

but a bit shy at fi rst. 
History unknown. 

Please contact Pat on 01852 300362
aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com

http://www.smallpaws.co.uk 
Reg. charity SCO13211

Cinema The Highland Theatre

George Street, Oban, PA34 5NX - Box Offi ce: 01631 562444

Cert 15 121mins   
DAILY  4.30, 9.00
SAT/SUN MATINEES 12.00

Cert U 103mins   
DAILY    4.45, 6.45, 8.45
SAT/SUN MATINEES 12.15, 2.30

FROM FRIDAY 27TH FEBRUARY 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE - 15

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON - 12A 

FROST/
NIXON  

From Friday 20th February for 7 days

THE
WRESTLER

BOLT 

www.thehighlandtheatre.co.uk for full listings and future presentations

Cert 15 109mins   
DAILY   7.00
SAT/SUN MATINEES 2.15

BOLT
CERT ‘U’

Walt Disney’s  super 
powered canine hero, 
Bolt (voiced by John 
Travolta)  has no idea 
that he’s a TV star. 
He is spoon-fed life, 
just like Jim Carrey 
in The Truman Show. 
He wakes up performs 
amazing feats and goes 
to sleep convinced that 
he’s saved Earth. When 
he is accidentally 
shipped from his Hol-
lywood sound stage to 
New York, he begins a 
cross-country journey 
through the real world 
to get home to his 
owner armed only with 
the delusions that all 
his amazing feats and 
powers are real. Along 
the way he is joined by 
two unlikely travelling 
companions: a jaded, 
abandoned house cat 
named Mittens and 
a scene stealing TV-
obsessed hamster in 
a plastic ball named 
Rhino . 

FROST/NIXON
CERT ‘15’

Oscar -winning direc-
tor Ron Howard brings 
to the screen writer Pe-
ter (“THE QUEEN”) 
Morgan’s electrifying 
battle between Richard 
Nixon, the disgraced 
president with a lega-
cy to save, and David 
Frost, a jet-setting tel-

evision personality 
with a name to make. 
In the untold story of 
the historic encounter 
that changed both. Re-
prising their roles from 
Morgan’s stageplay 
are Frank Langella, 
who is nominated for 
a best actor Oscar  for 
his portrayal of Nixon, 
and Michael Sheen. At 
this weeks  Oscars it 
is nominated for best 
Film and Ron Howard 
is again Nominated as 
Best Director. 

THE WRESTLER
CERT ‘15’

BAFTA and  Golden 
Globe winner Mickey 
Rourke stars as Randy 
“The Ram” Robinson, 
a 1980s-era pro wres-
tler who  has become 
a burnt-out shell of his 
former self. After he 
has a heart attack dur-
ing a small-time match, 
a doctor tells him he 
could die if he fi ghts 
again. In an effort to 
build a new life, Robin-
son takes a job at a deli, 
moves in with an age-
ing stripper and tries 
to build a relationship 
with her son. But the 
prospect of a rematch 
with his old nemesis, 
the Ayatollah, proves 
too tempting to resist, 
even if it means risk-
ing his life.  Rourke’s 
never been better, and 
the change of pace and 
texture suits  Darren 
(“REQUIEM FOR A 
DREAM”) Aronofsky 
perfectly. Will Mickey 
make it 3 in a row at the 
Oscars  with this emo-
tional smackdown? Is 
it The Raging Bull of 
wrestling movies? 

Meur Lochabair
SKYE CEILIDH DANCE

 West End Hotel, Fort William
Saturday, February, 28th @ 7.30pm
Singers: Calum Ross, Catriona Faire, Donald Murray,

Maggie MacDonald, Ailean Domhnallach
Faire an Tigh: Alan Campbell

Music by Archie MacPhee and Bogroy Ceilidh Band
Admission £10 includes Buffet

 RAFFLE

APPIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
How the Stewarts lost Lorn 

and kept Appin,
the evidence from local oral tradition:

Dr DW Stewart
Port Appin Hall

2.30pm
All welcome!

www.appinhistoricalsociety.co.uk
Reg. Scottish Charity No. SC029411

An Comunn Gaidhealeach
MEUR CHRUACHAIN

CEILIDH
Saturday 21 Feb at 7.45pm

In Taynuilt Village Hall
Pipe Major Iain Hurst

Paul MacCallum, Riona MacInnes, 
Robert Robertson, Anna Currie 

– fiddle; Donny Files – accordion, 
Eilidh MacInnes Highland Dancers

Fear an Taighe:  Ritchie Robb
Admission £3; Members & Children £2

Glencruitten Tenants & 
Residents Association

OLD OBAN SLIDE SHOW
By R MacCulloch 
& C Drummond
In Rugby Club

On Friday 20 February 
2009

At 7.30pm
Entry by Donation 

includes Buffet

Friends of Oban Hospice
SALE

NEARLY NEW - Clothing, Bric-Brac, Furniture etc.
Also CAR BOOT SALE

Benderloch Equestrian Centre
Saturday 7th March & Sunday 8th March

10am – 4pm
Tea and coffee, Home baking.

All Welcome
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WINTRY weather on the fi rst 
Thursday in February meant club 
chairman and MC Jim Campbell 
welcomed a smaller than usual 
turnout at the monthly meeting 
of the Isle of Skye Accordion 
and Fiddle Club at the Royal Ho-
tel, Portree.

However a fi ne number of 
musicians provided an excel-
lent programme for the evening, 
starting with stirring marches 
from two Portree musicians, Aly 
‘K’ MacPherson on piano accor-
dion and John Cameron on key-
boards.  Joining them to make 
up a great trio was visitor Nicky 
McMichan, borrowed from the 
guest band, on drums.

This trio were followed on 
stage by a young man making his 
fi rst visit to the Club, 13-year-

old Bruce MacDonald of Borve. 
He entertained the audience with 
a fi ne hornpipe and jig, followed 
by a superb march, strathspey 
and reel on the Highland bag-
pipe.

Young fi ddler, Lorna Masson 
of Portree, with her new electric 
fi ddle played lively jigs followed 
by a beautiful air.

Accordionist John MacGilvray 
of Borve brought seniority back 
to the stage having just passed 
the age at which he became 
eligible to receive the “Queen’s 
Bounty”!

John was joined by John Cam-
eron on a second box and the 
versatile Aly ‘K’ on drums.  Se-
lections of marches included 
that great tune “The Garb of Old 
Gaul” and John closed with a 

waltz medley.  
Another three young musicians, 

Kylie and Christopher MacDon-
ald of Sleat and Rebecca Mac-
Donald of Portree, all on piano 
accordion played excellent selec-
tions before making way for solo 
fi ddler Wendy Riva of Kilmuir.  
Wendy gave her usual polished 
and varied programme including 
“The Teddy Bears’ Picnic” and a 
fi ne Burn’s selection.  

Chris MacDonald returned to 
the stage, this time to entertain 
with a set of jigs on his Highland 
bagpipe. He was followed by an-
other trio of young players mak-
ing their debut at the Skye club.  
All students at Skye’s Gaelic 
college, Sabhal Mor Ostaig, they 
were Claire Delaney of Fort Wil-
liam and Kirsty Anne MacFar-

lane of Ullapool both on piano 
accordion and Clare Jordan of 
Oban on keyboards. They had a 
drum accompaniment from Aly 
‘K’ MacPherson for a set of jigs, 
two Blair Douglas waltzes and a 
lively set of reels.

Closing the fi rst half of the 
evening in great style was John 
Cameron who returned with his 
piano accordion and, accompa-
nied by Portree drummer Donald 
MacRae, played a superb march, 
strathspey and reel followed by a 
set of jigs.

Following the customary re-
freshment break, the second half 
of the evening was devoted to 
the Club’s guest band, the Mat-
thew MacLennan Trio.  Matthew 
on piano accordion is making a 
great name for himself on the 

Club circuit, which comes as no 
surprise to anyone who has heard 
him play.  

On this evening Matthew’s 
playing was complemented by 
two other very fi ne musicians: 
Dana Jamieson on fi ddle and 
Nicky McMichan on drums.  A 
great and varied programme 
from the trio, including solos 
from Matthew and Dana, de-
lighted the audience. All too soon 
it was time to leave the comfort 
of the Club and brave the winter 
weather again. 

The next Club night is in the 
Royal Hotel, Portree on Thurs-
day March 5, when they look 
forward to being entertained by 
accordion maestro Gordon Pat-
tullo.
John Grundy

Isle of Skye Accordion 
and Fiddle Club host 
monthly meet at Portree
The Matthew MacLennan Trio 
entertain with varied programme
Accordion maestro Gordon Pattullo      
next in line at Royal Hotel, Portree

LIGHTHOUSES situated on Scotland’s west 
coast and the workings of today’s Northern 
Lighthouse Board (NLB) provided the subjects 
for an interesting and educational talk by Cap-
tain Eric Smith last Friday night at Oban’s Free 
Church Hall.

At a meeting arranged by Comunn Gaid-
healach an Obain, Captain Smith, who is at the 
helm of the NLB’s latest and most technological 
advanced vessel to carry the famous Pharos
name, told a small but enthusiast audience how 
the role of the NLB had changed over the years 
as technology increasingly plays its part it ensur-
ing the safety of mariners on Scotland’s rugged 
west coast and beyond.

Captain Smith’s illustrated voyage from the or-
ganisation’s traditional headquarters at the port 
of Leith, north to the Pentland Firth, Orkney, 
Shetland and down the west coast, via the Minch 
to the waters of the Outer and Inner Hebrides, 
then on to the Isle of Man, was presented with 
a high degree of knowledge and clever blend of 
humour.

The audience were treated to a nautical history 
lesson, and left to wonder at the architectural 
fl air and skill of both the Stevenson family, who 
designed and built many of the nation’s light-
houses, but also the craftsmanship and determi-
nation of the workmen who risked their lives to 
create such stunning structures in the most re-
mote and dangerous locations. 

It came a surprise to many to learn that, per-
haps the most beautiful lighthouse in the world, 
Skerryvore, is built from granite quarried from 
the Ross of Mull then transported to Hynish 
on Tiree where stonemasons, using only hand 
tools, ensured that each block was crafted to 
such a degree of accuracy that the huge tower is 
constructed without the use of cement or lime. 

Of the thousands of hand-fi nished granite 
blocks shipped to the remote island building site, 
not one was returned as being cut to the wrong 
dimensions.

Captain Smith was introduced by local Mod 
convenor Robin Banks, who also proposed, and 
received, a well-deserved vote of thanks. 

Lighthouses and the NLB make for interesting talk

Corran Halls
Upcoming events

Corran Halls, Oban
Box Offi ce: 01631 567333

Backbeat
Beatles
Saturday 28th 
February
8pm

Tickets £12

Red Hot 
Chilli Pipers
Friday 27th March
8pm

Tickets 
Adult £17.50 Con £14.50
RESERVED SEATING

The
Enemy
Wednesday 
18th March
8pm

Tickets £17.62 
+ £1 booking fee

Various art courses available at Airdeny Chalets, contact 
Jennifer on 01866 822648
Wednesday 25th February 
An evening of hair and make-up at Eleanor’s, The Hair 
Salon from 6.30pm onwards
Saturday 28th February
Backbeat Beatles, Corran Halls, 8pm
Thursday 5th March 
Local Producers Market, Kintallen Farm, Benderloch 
10am - 3pm
Wednesday 18th March
The Enemy, Corran Halls, 8pm
Friday 27th March
Red Hot Chilli Pipers, Corran Halls, 8pm

Local
Producers

Market
Thursday 5th March
Kintaline Farm, Benderloch,
1 mile along the Tralee road

10 am to 3 pm
LOTS TO EAT AND DO
Every First / Third Thursday
Interested Producers contact

01631 720223
Local Origins Rural Network

www.lorn.org.uk

The Oban Times has teamed 
up with gigsinscotland.com 
to offer ten lucky readers and 
a friend each the chance to 
catch The Enemy live at The 
Corran Halls on Wednesday 
18th March. 
One of the UK’s most excit-
ing live acts, The Enemy’s 
debut album ‘We’ll Live and 
Die in These Towns’ stormed 
straight into the number one 
slot and they were hailed by 
NME to be the band most 
likely to ‘break your win-
dows’ in 2007. 
The band’s fi rst two singles 
hit the top ten and they have 
already played to massive 
crowds at T in the Park and 
Glastonbury. They have also 
supported rock ‘n’ roll leg-

REVIEWCDCD
Bruce Guthro 
Beautiful Life 

When a collection of music is 
described as ‘easy listening’ it 
isn’t a great sign. It is as though 
it hasn’t quite made it to a proper 
genre.

There are so many to choose 
from rock, pop, jazz, blues, new 
wave, beat etc etc etc. So why 
describe something anything as 
‘easy listening’. ‘Easy’ is for su-
permarkets – not for the discern-
ing listeners of the west coast.

Bruce, visionary music maker 
of Runrig fame has sold his 
soul to the Canadian market and 
made what i-tunes describes as 
an easy listening recording.

He needs to take a look at him-
self.

Amongst the confusion of 
Bruce fi nding himself to be a 
poor man’s Michael Buble is 
one track that stands out: Come 
to Life. It certainly brings Gu-
thro to life and it is the style and 
quality of music that he should 
resurrect his solo career on. 

Neil MacLean
Bonnie Oban Bay 

You would be forgiven for 
popping into your Anderson 
shelter to listen to this album. 
It will take listeners to a time 

that was less complicated. A 
time when music was king and 
a broken needle was a disaster.

Neil MacLean was a collec-
tor of music. He recorded the 
music of the Highlands and is-
lands onto vinyl 78 discs from 
the 1920s to the 1950s. He was 
at one time the foremost Gaelic 
and Scots singer. 

Neil was the fi rst person ever 
to broadcast on the BBC in 
Gaelic. 

His singing voice is clear and 
perfectly pitched. This album 
being more than 60 years old 
is fresh and crisp – no mean 
feat considering the antiquated 
techniques used for making re-
cordings.

Of special consideration are 
Nighean Donn A Chuailein 
Riomhaich and of course Fion-
nphort Ferry. Every recording 
is an absolute pleasure and de-
light. Miss the limited edition 
release at your peril.

The recording is stocked 
at various good music shops 
throughout the west coast.

Esther O’Connor
Right Here 

The red head on the cover 
of the album looks like a 
thousand lady-singers who 
made it into music because 
they look fabulous, and has 
very little to do with their 
ability as a musician.

But Esther, whose album 
was produced by Grahame 
Duffi n of Wets fame (the one 
with the very bad split ends), 
is a star in the making. 

She is simply the next big 

thing.
Her music is a mix of rock, 

pop and invention. The musi-
cians in her band sound ex-
perienced, not a midi track in 
sight.

Every song is different. 
Every song is well mastered. 
Enjoyable. Touching. Mov-
ing. Racy.

She sounds like lots of fa-
vourite singers all at one 
time. Esther has a deep reso-
nance in her voice on tracks 
such as Honesty and Hope. 
She voice on Right Here is a 
bit high note nasally and per-
haps her voice would easily 
slip into that, but it doesn’t 
for the most part.

This woman is fab-u-lous. 
Grab her album while you 
can.

Win Tickets
for TheEnemy

ends, The Rolling Stones on 
the last date of their Euro-
pean Tour as well as play-
ing with the likes of Oasis, 
Stereophonics, The Fratel-
lis, Kasabian, Manic Street 
Preachers and Ash through-
out the past year. 
To be in with a chance of 
winning, simply answer the 
question on the entry form 
and send it off to The Oban 
Times, PO BOX 1, Oban 
PA34 4HB.

Terms and Conditions 
Tickets are non transferable 
and cannot be exchanged for 
cash 
Venue and promoter reserve 
the right to refuse entry  

To enter this fantastic competition simply 
answer the following question:
The Enemy are from which English City?

Answer...............................................................................................................

Name .................................................................................................................

Address .............................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

Telephone ..........................................................................................................

Email Address...............................................................................................
Tick here if you don not wish to 

receive emails from Wyvex Media

Send your completed entry form (no photocopies) to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 4pm Monday 9th March 2009.
Usual Oban Times rules apply. The Editors decision is fi nal



WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all our 
reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing the 
biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 
print. If you fi nd an error of fact on our pages please write to The 
Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giv-
ing your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 
corrections or clarifi cations.

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s 
Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily those 
of this newspaper.

PRESS POLICY
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Glasgow Letter

The Oban Times
& West Highland Times

Your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 
300 words in length for publication on this 
page. The editor also reserves the right 
to shorten, to amend or to refuse to print 
them. Names and postal addresses must 
be supplied, including on emails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is 
also required for verification. Anonymous 
letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 
568001. Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk www.obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001

Dugie Carswell of Taynuilt came across this photograph of fi shing boats in Oban Bay in his collection and was wondering if 
readers know when it was taken. The boat in the background is The Sincerity. We would like readers to send in photographs 

of The Oban Times being read in far fl ung places and fl ashback photographs.              
Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. Prints or 

emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must 
supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Fishing boats in Oban Bay

Clarification
WITH regards to last week’s story in The Oban Times about 
the Argyll Hotel, Oban, Argyll and Bute Council has asked the 
paper to make it clear it was not ‘unavailable for comment’ but 
rather unable to comment because its offi cers were still on site 
investigating the matter.

Not all
things are 
possible
WHEN I heard that Finance 
Minister John Swinney has 
been forced to pull his Bill to 
introduce Local Income Tax 
(LIT) I was not surprised but 
astonished he had waited so 
long to do so.

It was that great post war 
politician Rab Butler, later 
Lord Butler of Safron Walden, 
who declared that ‘politics 
is the art of the possible’ 
and entitled his biography 
accordingly.

John Swinney and his 
boss, First Minister Alex 
Salmond, claim they were 
forced to indicate they would 
not be proceeding with the 
controversial Bill ‘in the 
life of this parliament’ but 
promised to revisit it in the 
next one. 

This predictates at least two 
things: that the SNP wins the 
next election and that it has 
found a source or sources 
that are suffi ciently solvent 
to provide billions of pounds 
to meet the cost of dropping 
Council Tax while legislating 
for LIT without raising a tax 
of more than 3p in the pound.

Clearly, early on when 
serious consideration was 
being given to the arithmetic 
of how to achieve LIT of 
3p in the pound, even the 
economists within the SNP 
– remember Alex Salmond 
earned his living before 
entering politics as a senior 
economist for the Royal Bank 
of Scotland and I don’t blame 
him in any way for the state 
in which RBS fi nds itself 
currently and John Swinney 
was an accountant, it became 
clear that LIT, as proposed 
by the SNP, just did not stack 
up.

There was, and still is, an 
enormous ‘black hole’.

Of course
we’ll get a
bank loan
AH WELL, said the First 
Minister and the Finance 
Minister, the Treasury will 
have to cough up with the 
cash that we receive currently 
for those who get Income 
Support to pay their Council 
Tax, that’s many millions. 

Then, we are going to 
lease off part of the Forestry 
Commission estate to a single 
merchant bank for £200 
million.

Not a good idea as no-one in 
their right mind would do any 
such deal with any bank, joint 
stock, investment or merchant 
at present.

Just imagine the scenario: 
lease the Forestry Commission 
land to a merchant bank for 
£220 million, paid in tranches 
over say 50 years; aforesaid 
bank gets into diffi culties of 
the nature experienced by the 
world’s major counterparts at 
the present moment and the 
government of the day has to 
bail out aforesaid bank. What 
happens then? 

Government takes lease of 
forestry land as security only 
to fi nd that it is accepting a 
worthless lease of land which 
it already owns. 

Oh, dear, better get a 
‘mortgage manager’ to sort it 
all out! 

After all, those who moved 
to be chief executives of 
Britain’s biggest banks know 
the problem intimately and 
should be able to solve it 
for a massive multi-million 
pound bonus over and above 
a multi-million pound salary. 
Nice one, eh?

Dirks are             
lethal
weapons
OLDER readers will remember 
when Harold MacMillan, 
a good old fashioned Tory 
Prime Minister, dismissed 
half his Cabinet in one fell 
swoop and was likened to the 
man in charge of the Massacre 
of Glencoe.

Others described it as ‘the 
night of the long knives’. 
When I subsequently met him 
and asked how he felt when 
he heard that he was thought 
of as ‘evil’ as the Duke of 
Cumberland, he laughed and 
said that although he had been 
a guest on occasion of more 
than one of those he returned 
to the ‘back benches’ he didn’t 
do the ‘dastardly deed’ while 
enjoying their hospitality.

I was reminded of this 
conversation when I noticed 
a headline, subsequent to 
Alex Salmond’s Cabinet 
‘reshuffl e’, ‘The Morning of 
the Blunt Dirks’. I’m not sure 
that a ‘blunt dirk’ doesn’t do 
more physical harm than a 
sharp one but, be that as it 
may, it was almost pathetic 
as the sackings were blatantly 
obvious and necessary 
although I’m not sure that 
replacing Steven Maxwell as 
Communities Minister with 
Alex Neil will make for a 
quiet life.

However, the single 
promotion that is intriguing 
is that of Mike Russell from 
Minister of the Environment 
to Culture Minister and 
Minister of Constitutional 
Affairs. 

As a Culture Minister he 
will be excellent, as Minister 
of External Affairs he will be 
pragmatic, but as Minister 
for the Constitution he will 
be an ‘independence, nothing 
less’ and waving a Saltire 
will achieve everything they 
cherish in their dreams.

Before he returned to 
Holyrood he, along with 
‘goldman’ Denis MacLeod 
published an excellent book on 
Scotland after independence 
and how it could be governed. 
It is thought-provoking and 
well researched. 

However, it was not greeted 
with any enthusiasm by Mr 
Salmond.

Knowing Mike as a serious 
and sensible politician, I don’t 
imagine he will have recanted 
any of the views in that book 
and will have a head start over 
all his colleagues. 

Whether they will agree with 
his blue print for a constitution 
for an Independent Scotland 
remains to be seen.

Design change 
needed
Sir, 
It is excellent someone 
is prepared to invest in a 
development to remove the 
Argyll Hotel eyesore, The
Oban Times, February 12. 

However, any new 
development should be 
in sympathy with the 
architectural style of the 
adjacent property and that 
on the other side of the road. 
From the sketch shown that is 
certainly not the case. 

Before any such proposal 
is accepted by planners, the 
applicant should be required 
to submit a more appropriate 
design.
Colin Davidson, Tigh-nan-
Eilean, Ardfern.

Poor state        
of Isle of
Mull roads
Sir, 
Further to the article in last 
week’s Oban Times on the 
condition of the roads on the 
Isle of Mull, I wish to clarify 
a couple of the issues raised. 

The condition of the roads on 
Mull is poor, as demonstrated 
by the photographs 
accompanying the article, 
and Argyll and Bute Council 
would clearly like to see 
a signifi cant injection of 
funding to address this matter 
but this will be required from 
an external source.

Unfortunately, the council 
has other priorities especially 
in education and social work 
for the current budget and 
therefore it will be necessary 
to manage and maintain our 
network in accordance with 
our Roads Asset Management 
Plan, which results in the 
main roads receiving the bulk 
of the work as these roads 
have a higher priority. 

We have worked with the 
Keep Mull Moving Campaign 
in the past and we will work 
with this group in the future 
to ensure that we can both 
lobby appropriate external 
bodies for funding to address 
these issues.
Stewart Turner, Head 
of Roads and Amenity 
Services, Argyll and Bute 
Council.

SNP forestry 
spin
Sir,
I note with disappointment 
that the only letters written 
in support of the SNP’s plans 
to privatise Scotland’s forests 
by leasing them to private 
companies come from 
members of the SNP. 

This is clearly no more 
than a money-making 
ploy by the SNP government, 
a government that until now, I 

have supported. No longer. I 
have bitten my tongue on its 
failure to deliver its manifesto 
promises on student debt, its 
failure to build new schools 
under the Scottish Futures 
Trust, its failure to deliver on 
its promise of a First Time 
Buyers Grant of £2,000 and 
now its failure to deliver on 
its promise to abolish Council 
Tax.  

The list goes on and on.  
Anyone who believes that the 
privatisation of our forests 
is anything other than a way 
of the SNP obtaining a short 
term fi nancial gain at the 
expense of Scotland’s natural 
resources is walking around 
with their ears and eyes 
closed.

Even government ministers 
Jim Mather and Mike Russell 
did not have the courage to 
turn up at the public meeting 
to try and justify their plans 
for Scotland’s forests that 
outwith the SNP, only the 
Tories support.
Robin Lightfoot, Glenloin 
Arrochar.

Working Time 
Directive
concerns
Sir, 
Alan Reid MP is properly 
concerned at the threat the 
European Working Time 
Directive (EWTD) poses 
to many present working 
practices in Scotland. 

The proposal that time spent 
on call or on standby has to be 
incorporated into a working 
week that cannot exceed 48 
hours would make many 
occupations like retained 
fi refi ghters, ferrymen in 
some situations, Coastguard 
and lifeboat crews diffi cult 
to justify on cost grounds, 
extremely expensive to 
maintain and would, at least 
in some localities, seriously 
stretch the capabilities of the 
local labour pool.

It is strange then that 
Alan Reid should suggest 
he will raise this matter at 
Westminster when the EWTD 
is determined at Brussels and 
at Strasbourg at the European 
Parliament. When this was 
debated there in December 
our SNP MEPs voted against 
the proposed change and for 
the retention of the present opt 
out. Scotland presently has 
one LibDem MEP, Elspeth 
Attwooll, and she voted to 
end the opt out.  The MEP 
votes one way - the MP, Janus 
like, faces the other way. 
Kenneth MacColl, Corran 
Esplande, Oban. 

Fire safety 
guidelines
Sir,
I would like to clarify an 
article that appeared in your 
publication of January 30.

Following concerns raised 
by VisitScotland and industry 
representatives, the Scottish 
government has withdrawn 
the current fi re safety guidance 
for small bed and breakfast 
providers.

The decision was made at 
a recent ministerial advisory 
group meeting, chaired by 
Fergus Ewing, Minister for 
Community Safety, and 
including representatives of 
fi re board conveners and chief 
fi re offi cers. 

It was further agreed 
that a working group, 
including tourism industry 
representatives, will be 
convened to produce new 
guidance, which will besubject 
to full consultation. 

The current ‘Practical Fire 
Safety Guidance for Small 
Premises Providing Sleeping 
Accommodation’ (small 
guide) will be withdrawn 
in respect of B&Bs where: 
guests are accommodated in 
the proprietor’s own home and 
which are up to two storeys 
in height with a maximum 
single storey area of 200m²; 
three storeys in height with a 
maximum single storey area 
of 100m² or individual fl ats 
or maisonettes, regardless 
of storey height, with a 
maximum single storey area 
of 200m².

Chief fi re offi cers have 
been advised to take this 
information into account in 
determining their enforcement 
activity and no longer rely on 
the benchmarks in the small 
guide as being appropriate for 
small bed and breakfast type 
establishments.

However, cases where 
serious risk is discovered 
will still be acted upon 
and prohibition notices 
issued where appropriate 
and complaints regarding 
fi re safety in premises will 
continue to be investigated.

It is important to note that 
The Fire (Scotland) Act 
2005 has not been revoked 
or amended in any way and 
small B&B proprietors still 
have a duty to comply with 
fi re safety law and ensure the 
safety of people using their 
premises.

The ‘Practical Fire 
Safety Guidance for Small 
Premises Providing Sleeping 
Accommodation’ remains 
in place in respect of any 
premises falling outwith the 
specifi c criteria above. 

VisitScotland has long been 
aware of industry concerns on 
this matter and conveyed these 
to the Scottish government in 
July 2008. 

We are now liaising with 
the government, including the 
Fire and Rescue Services Unit, 
to ensure that VisitScotland 
has input into the proposed 
working group and future 
consultation.

We will be meeting with 
Scottish government offi cers 

in the near future to further 
discuss the issue and, in due 
course, our contribution to the 
consultation process.
Scott Armstrong, 
VisitScotland Regional 
Director, Highlands.

Should
squirrel
conservation
be culled?
Sir,
The grey squirrel cull in the 
north of Scotland is a waste 
of taxpayers’ money at a time 
when the country is falling 
apart in economic turmoil.

Has the Scottish government 
nothing better to do with its 
money?

Grey squirrels have the 
ability to reproduce within 
weeks and quickly move into 
areas that have been ‘cleared’ 
so the claim that they can be 
exterminated over a wide area 
is complete nonsense.

Conservationists tell us that 
grey squirrels are the ‘cause’ 
of the red squirrel decline 
through the transmission of 
squirrel-pox virus but there 
is no fi rm evidence to support 
this.  It is merely speculation 
presented as fact. Squirrel pox 
has been rife in red squirrel 
populations long before they 
had contact with greys.

In Merseyside, a buffer 
zone has been in place for a 
number of years where grey 
squirrels are killed.  However, 
increased human exploitation 
of red squirrels for tourism 
and the frequent intrusion 
by conservationists for 
monitoring population levels 
was always likely to lead to 
stress and loss of condition 
of the shy and reclusive 
red squirrel resulting in an 
increased susceptibility to 
disease.

The recent announcement 
that the red squirrel population 
has declined by 90 per cent in 
the past two years is hardly 
surprising.

In short, fewer grey squirrels 
with more conservation 
and tourist intrusion have 
resulted in a massive decline 
in the red squirrel population 
– defi nitely not the predicted 
outcome.

It is not insignifi cant that 
the greatest number of red 
squirrels in the UK live in the 
least human populated areas 
– the Highlands of Scotland.  

The conservationists’ 
catastrophic policy for the 
survival of red squirrels in 
Merseyside has gone badly 
wrong and incredibly our 
government is advocating 
more of the same against grey 
squirrels as the solution.

Government should learn 
from the mistakes of others, 
not copy them. 
Angus Macmillan, Dun-
bartonshire.

Mull and Iona 
Gathering
LOCAL associations in the 
Glasgow area have for some 
years been deliberating on 
how best to organise their 
annual gathering concerts 
while facing up to the problem 
of declining attendances. 

Some have simply given 
up but not so the stalwarts 
of the Glasgow Mull 
and Iona Association. 
With a move to Glasgow 
University necessitated by 
the unavailability of Partick 
Burgh Halls, they chose a 
more informal format and I 
am pleased to report the result 
was a friendly and relaxed 
concert.

It was not without its problems 
as Calum McDougall, the 
piper, and Mary Catherine 
MacNeill both had fl u. Step 
forward Iain Donaldson to 
give piping selections and 
Mairi MacArthur taking Mary 
Catherine’s place in what was 
something of a Kirkpatrick 
clan gathering. 

Charlie, as president, 
introduced the evening with 
his own brand of humour and 
then introduced his brother 
David as chairman. David 
reminisced about life in Mull 
and Iona but more particularly 
he emphasised the important 
role the Glaswegians play in 
supporting projects on the 
islands.

Once the formalities were 
over, young Layla MacFadyen 
gracefully presented David’s 
wife Carol with a memento 
of the occasion. Her dad 
presented David with his 
memento but he was nowhere 
near so graceful! 

And so it was on with the 
music and Mairi MacArthur 
showed why she has been 
so popular on the concert 
platform over the years as 
she got the audience involved 
with chorus songs from the 
outset.

Then it was the turn of Fiona 
Hunter, for the last few years 
a member of Malinky, and 
probably known to many in 
the audience as a past member 
of Glasgow Islay Junior 
Gaelic Choir. 

Often in this column I have 
emphasised the need for 
performers to interact with 
their audience and Fiona 
showed exactly how this is 
done whilst at the same time 
singing beautifully. Without 
her usual band members 
it would have been quite 
different for Fiona but there 
was no evidence of this in her 
performance.

There seems to be 
no shortage of young 
instrumentalists, and good 
ones at that, in the country 
and it was a delight to hear 
the Craig MacFadyen Trio - 
Craig, Ross Wilson and Chris 
Henderson, from Mull.  They 
may have picked up some tips 
from Fiona as they interacted 
with the audience much better 
during their second half spot. 

Mind you they did receive 
a bit of a shock when they 
announced that their last 
tune for the evening would 
be Kenneth J MacLeod and 
then discovered that Kenneth 
was in the audience and that 
the tune had been composed 
by his grandfather Peter 
MacLeod. What are the odds 
of that happening? 

Calum Ross, like Mairi 
MacArthur a member of 
Govan Gaelic Choir and Mod 
Gold Medallist, was the fi nal 
singer of the evening. 

Despite the problems of 
the lack of heating - many 
sat with coats and scarves 
on - and electrical failure 
everyone in attendance 
agreed with Councillor Mary- 
Jean Devon, who proposed 
the vote of thanks, that the 
concert had been a most 
enjoyable occasion and that 
the committee should be well 
pleased with their efforts. At 
the dance to round off the 
evening, music was provided 
by Gunna Sound. 

Diary dates 
Thursday February 19: Star 
Folk Club, St Andrew’s in the 
Square, 8pm, Skyhook. 
Saturday February 21:
Glasgow Skye Association, 
Buntata’s Sgadan, Partick 
Burgh Halls, 7.30pm. 
Clydebank Highlander’s 
Association  Dinner Dance, 
Town Hall, 5pm. Strathclyde 
Police Piping Competition, 
Smithycroft Secondary 
School, 9am. 
Tuesday February 24:
Battlefi eld Band, Brunton 
Theatre, Musselburgh, 
7.30pm.
Friday February 27:
Glasgow Islay Gaelic Junior 
and Senior Choirs, Annual 
Concert, Kessington Hall, 
Bearsden, 7.30pm. Ceol’s 
Craic/Leabhair’s Craic, 
Centre for the Contemporary 
Arts (CCA), Sauchiehall 
Street. Glasgow Uist and 
Barra Association, ceilidh 
dance, Whitefi eld Community 
Hall, Ibrox, 9pm. Helensburgh 
and District Highlander’s 
Association, ceilidh dance, 
Commodore Hotel, 7.30pm 
with Hector MacFadyen’s 
Band.
Saturday February 28:
Ceol’s Craic/Leabhair’s 
Craic, CCA Sauchiehall 
Street. Glasgow Lewis and 
Harris Association, buffet 
ceilidh, Partick Bowling Club, 
Fortrose Street, 7.45pm. 

Pub scene 
THIS weekend Trail West 
from Tiree will make a return 
visit to the Islay Inn on 
Sunday while Friday will be 
Deoch ’n Dorus and Saturday 
Gunna Sound. 

In the Park Bar it will be 
Ballochmyle on Friday, the 
Burns Brothers on Saturday 
with Sunday still to be 
confi rmed. 
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

ENERGY for one million homes coming from one offshore 
windfarm situated south west of the Isle of Tiree, plus smaller 
offshore units near Islay and Kintyre could herald the tip of 
a major energy iceberg drawing both an air of positivity and 
commercial prosperity to the west coast.

Although this week’s announcement that power companies 
have been given the go ahead to investigate three west coast 
offshore sites is only the fi rst step on a very long road, the fact 
that there is suffi cient confi dence within the energy sector to 
move forward at a time of global recession should give those 
living on the west coast renewed hope in their future and trig-
ger much needed investment at grass roots level.

Long-term quality jobs, in research, construction and main-
tenance, plus ancillary industries, have been highlighted as a 
bonus from this potential energy fi eld but perhaps of greater 
importance to the communities directly involved will be their 
perception and ability to glean long-term benefi ts from a natu-
ral resource. If handled properly, wind from the west could 
become the source of similar rewards to the oil that brought 
prosperity to communities throughout Orkney and Shetland.

Confidence is in the wind



ACROSS
4. The –– Channel is an arm of

the Atlantic Ocean between
south Wales and S.W.
England (7)

8. Heroine of Shakespeare’s
Cymbeline (6)

9, and 2 Down.  West Indies fast
bowler who took 249 wick-
ets in 60 Tests from 1975-87
(7,7)

10. William, author of The
Adventures of Caleb
Williams and father of Mary
Shelley (6)

11. Ted, actor who played Sam
Malone in the the TV come-
dy Cheers (6)

12. A –– spoon is a forklike
utensil with two broad
prongs and one sharp curved
prong (8)

18. Queen consort of George II
of Great Britain (8)

20. Umbelliferous plant with a
long tapering orange root
(6)

21. Graham, author of The
Power and the Glory (6)

22. –– oyster is a supposed
hangover cure (7)

23. Soft felt or velvet medium-
brimmed hat (6)

24. Lyudmila, 1972 Olympic
1500m champion (7)

DOWN
1. North American river which

flows from Lake Erie to
Lake Ontario (7)

2. See 9 Across.

3. Third sign of the zodiac (6)

5. Large deer, Rangifer taran-
dus, of arctic regions (8)

6. In Greek mythology, a mon-
ster with a woman’s head
and a lion’s body which lay
outside Thebes (6)

7. Feline mammal of forests of
Central and South America
(6)

13. Two-humped camel of the
deserts of central Asia (8)

14. 1977 novel by Craig
Thomas (7)

15. ‘The ––’, 1927 film directed
by, and starring, Buster
Keaton (7)

16. ‘Brat ––’, novel by
Josephine Tey (6)

17. John, author of The Cider
House Rules (6)

19. Al, 1956-68 Olympic discus
champion (6)

QUICK CLUES DOWN
1. Brutish (7)
2. Depraved (7)
3. Items of business (6)
5. Official report (8)
6. Spoil (6)
7. Mild (6)

13. Decapitated (8)
14. Tumbler (7)
15. Work (7)
16. Repudiate (6)
17. Cask (6)
19. Profoundly (6)

QUICK CLUES ACROSS
4. Shorten (7)
8. Sufficient (6)
9. Oblique (7)

10. Wearisome (6)
11. Eatable (6)
12. Set of letters (8)
18. Encumbrance (8)
20. An illusion (6)
21. Swallow greedily (6)
22. Waste away (7)
23. Flexible (6)
24. Take in (7)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9

10

11

12 13

14 15

16 17 18 19

20

21

22

23

24

SOLUTIONS TO LAST WEEK
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE - Across: 1 Out of Africa; 9 Arm; 10

Chernenko; 11 Dürer; 13 Iridium; 14 Eocene; 16 Meteor; 18 Paducah;

19 Czech; 20 Guinevere; 21 Sal; 22 Alastair Sim.

Down: 2 Ulm; 3 Oscar; 4 Alexis; 5 Rankine; 6 Centipede; 7 Handley

Page; 8 Rosmersholm; 12 Rock Drill; 15 Nucleus; 17 Sheena; 19

Clear; 21 Ski.

QUICK - Across: 1 Conjectural; 9 Set; 10 Rejection; 11 Array; 13

Leakage; 14 Lapsed; 16 Engine; 18 Sadness; 19 Pined; 20 Exactness;

21 Wan; 22 Degradation. 

Down: 2 Oft; 3 Jerky; 4 Cajole; 5 Unchain; 6 Agitation; 7 Established; 8

Independent; 12 Repudiate; 15 Elector; 17 Ascent; 19 Posit; 21 Woo.
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MyVillage
Ballachulish

W h a t  m a k e s  B a l l a c h u l -
i s h  s p e c i a l  f o r  y o u ?
WHEN I came back to Lochaber 
to work at British Aluminium in 
Kinlochleven, the fi rst house, the 
one we are in now, was the fi rst I 
had. I have been here for 35 years 
and from the fi rst day I was made 
very welcome.
 People here went out of their way 
to make sure I joined things and 
got involved in the community. 
It’s been my home ever since, 
we’ve had our two girls here 
and watched them grow up 
here. It’s a very special place.
I was born at Annat, near Corpach 
but I chose to live here because 
it’s so friendly. Ballachulish has 
its own traditions, its own strong 
sense of community and I hope it 
stays that way.
Ballachulish has a fasci-
nating history. Could you 
tell us a little about it?
We have a massive history here, 
right from the Massacre of Glencoe 
through the two Risings of 1715 
and 1745, the slate quarries opening 
and the time of James of the Glens.
One thing people forget is that the 
quarries opened in 1693. A year 
earlier they were massacring peo-
ple in their beds a few miles away, 
yet they had the technology to take 
out the slate and put it on people’s 
roofs soon after.
 Nothing much has changed 
– we are still going to Iraq and 
slaughtering people there, yet 
we can put men on the moon.
Between 1902 and 1907 Balla-
chulish had a big strike of the 
slate quarry workers because of 
the sacking of Dr Grant, who 
spoke out on behalf of the quar-
rymen. The workers were out for 
years and it caused a lot of hard-

BALLACHULISH is famed for its slate, scenic setting and the 
warmth of its people. But there’s a lot more to the Loch Levenside 
village than that, as Ballachulish Community Council chairman 

Mel MacAskill tells Oban Times reporter Stephen Norris.

Mel MacAskill beside the new slate monument welcoming people to the village. f50balla03

Ballachulish in its scenic setting beside Loch Leven. f50balla01

ship, but it showed the determi-
nation of the people of Balla-
chulish to fi ght something they 
felt wasn’t fair. Dr Grant did a 
lot of good things for the village.
The quarry owners had the shop 
where people were given credit on 
hard terms, and by the time they got 
their wages they were actually ow-
ing money. It was a hard existence.
Also, up until last year Ballachul-
ish had been served by only three 
doctors over the space of 100 
years. If that’s not some kind of 
record, it must be pretty close to 
it.
What does Ballachulish offer that 
other places in the area can’t?
Two seconds walk from here and 
you are out into the country. We 
offer a great quality of life here 
and it’s good not to be plagued 
by some of the stuff you get in 
other places. The main reason 
why people want to come and live 
in Ballachulish is that we have a 
great community spirit and good 
neighbours – it’s a place where 
people help each other. People in 
this village go generations back. 
In this block we are the youngest 
– and we’ve been here 35 years!
People that do come in tend to in-
tegrate into the community and we 
make an effort to make them feel 
welcome. We have English, Polish 
and Filipino people here and they 
have a positive view of the place 
and we try to make them feel at 
home. The proof of the pudding is 
that they stay.
How would you describe 
the village to someone 

who has never been there?
It’s a typical Highland community 
set in a lovely glen that’s got tradi-
tional values that are basic to the 
Highlands.
Were you born in Ballachulish? 
How long have you lived there? 
I was born in Annat, 14 miles away 
on Loch Linnhe. My wife, Diane 
Campbell, is born and bred here. I 
moved here in 1973 to work at the 
B.A. aluminium smelter at Kinlo-
chleven.
How much has the vil-
lage changed since you were 
a child or moved there?
There’s been massive changes in 
certain things, yet in others Balla-
chulish has stood still. Once the 
village was known as the dirtiest 
in Scotland because of the quarry 
and the slate bings, then in 1975 
they did all this landscaping and 
cleaned Ballachulish up. If some-
one came back from 40 years ago 
into the village now they would 
not recognise the place. The bridge 
over Loch Leven made a huge dif-
ference because once it was built 
you could go to Fort William any 
time you wanted, not just when the 
ferry was running. When Diane 
had our fi rst daughter she went and 
came back on the ferry, but when 
she had our second lassie she did it 
by the bridge!
Do you have a favourite 
time of year in Ballachulish?
I like the summer because I like 
the heat and people are out and 
about, but I miss when we used 
to have the gala. I have not really 
got a favourite time, I just like 
living in Ballachulish. There’s al-
ways something going on in Jubi-
lee Park, and the hall has always 
something on in the evenings. We 
have our own football team, Kenny 
Hazelton has done a great job with 
the boys, and the shinty is still go-
ing strong with David MacPhee as 
coach, who makes sure there’s a 
strong kids’ element. The village 
is lively at any time of year.
W h a t  d o  v i s i t o r s  l i k e 
a b o u t  B a l l a c h u l i s h ?
We run a B&B and it really de-
pends on the type of visitor you 
are. Some like the availability of 
the climbing close by, while oth-

ers just like to enjoy the scenery.
We have some people coming 
from the Rocky Mountains and 
Canada and the thing they say about 
Ballachulish is that you can see the 
mountains here, like the Mamores, 
from top to bottom, while in Ameri-
ca you can’t do that. The mountains 
are so close to us. Visitors like the 
traditional Highland feeling about 
the village – although how long 

that will last is anybody’s guess.
We have had the B&B for 20 years 
and we have people who keep 
coming back year after year and 
I’m sure that’s got to do with the 
atmosphere you get in Ballachul-
ish. In the local bars people will 
take the time to talk to you and folk 
will stop you in the street to say 
hello. Other villages are losing that. 
In the old part of the village 
we still have the old main road 
that doesn’t have any footpaths 
–  that’s another link to the past 
and the original way the vil-

lage was. People quite like that.
Some houses that were built just 
after the quarrying started in 1693 
still exist. When the council was 
putting in central heating in one 
they found the original hearth with 
a metal bar across it and a hook to 
hang a pot to boil your tea or cook 
your porridge in over the fi re.
I s  t h e r e  a n y b o d y  f a -
m o u s  f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e ?

The Stewarts from Ballachulish 
were involved in the James of the 
Glens saga, because this was the 
traditional area of the Stewarts.
Then there were the three pris-
oners of war who escaped from 
the Germans during the war. 
They were with the Highland 
51st who got trapped at St Valery 
in June 1940 and were captured.
The soldiers, Willie Kemp, Sandy 
‘The Blood’ MacDonald and Gin-
ger Wilson were in the prisoner 
column being marched to Germany, 
but when they stopped for water 

they hid in a ditch and when the col-
umn moved on they slipped away.
A French family gave them civilian 
clothes, and they managed to get 
over the Pyrenees into Spain and 
came home to Lochaber the next 
year. The story goes that they were 
caught by the Germans two or three 
times in France and when they were 
asked where they were from they 
only spoke the Gaelic and pointed 

to a place in northern Russia on 
the map. The Germans could not 
make anything of them and let them 
go! The men came back together 
to Lochaber. It was quite a feat.
What are the challenges fac-
ing Bal lachul ish and how 
c o u l d  i t  b e  i m p r o v e d ?
We have got to make sure that 
Ballachulish continues to grow, 
but that it grows within its limits 
and expands not just for the sake 
of expansion, but at a pace dic-
tated by the community. We have 
to build amenties along with the 

homes and not just end up with one 
great big housing estate. Ballachul-
ish has to keep its own identity 
– it’s vital the village keeps its 
own footprint and sense of place.
We have people coming into village 
making noises about Khartoum 
Quarry. In this day and age when 
they say they need indigenous 
materials, we have to ensure that 
if anything happens it happens 
in a way the community wants.
We are improving Ballachul-
ish all the time, and have just 
completed a slate monument at 
the entrance to the village to tell 
people what made this place. 
It was designed by the community 
council, built by David ‘The Bear’ 
Campbell and inscribed by his son, 
‘The Bear’ junior. The project had 
been ongoing for four or fi ve years 
and was completed two months 
ago. We are putting a picnic area 
around it and probably a barbecue 
area as well. We have had quite a 
lot of help from BSW Timber – it 
gave us benches at half price, three 
of which we gave to the school.
So we now have a slate sculpture 
that says ‘Ballachulish’, which 
people will automatically con-
nect to the village and its history.
We also have a new website and we 
make a point of keeping people in-
formed about what’s going on. It’s 
important to let your community 
know what you are doing.

‘The main reason why people want to come 
and live in Ballachulish is that we have a great 
community spirit and good neighbours – it’s a 
place where people help each other.’

A CHARITY which defends wild fi sh interests 
has launched a blistering attack on the trial of 
17 beavers in Knapdale, Mid Argyll due to 
take place this spring. 

The Tweed Foundation accuses the ‘pro-
beaver lobby’ of selective use of scientifi c re-
search, erroneous statements and a lack of un-
derstanding of how beavers and fi sh interact. 

Andrew Douglas-Home, chairman, said the 
trial release of beavers in Knapdale, where 
there are no fi sh which migrate upstream, 
seemed designed to avoid diffi cult questions 

about the impact of the mammals. The foun-
dation argues beaver dams and the pools they 
create act as a barrier to migratory fi sh like 
salmon and trout, threatening fi sh stocks and 
angling jobs. 

He said: ‘The beaver protagonists have con-
sistently maintained that beavers and beaver 
dams are entirely benefi cial to fi sh populations. 
However this is simply not borne out by the 
available scientifi c evidence which the Tweed 
Foundation has now drawn together.’ 

The organisation, which promotes wild salm-

on and trout stocks on the River Tweed, wants 
a guarantee all beavers will be removed at the 
end of the trial. 

But Simon Jones, project manager for the 
re-introduction of the creatures, once native to 
Scotland, said the trial would be independently 
monitored. He said the beaver trial could pose 
no threat to migratory fi sh, as there were none 
in the Knapdale area. He added: ‘The future 
of beavers in Scotland is a decision that will 
be made by the Scottish government once the 
fi ndings of the trial have been evaluated.’ 

Plans to introduce beavers to Argyll brings
blistering attack from wild fi sh charity

A MOBILE medical training unit is 
being based in Oban this month to 
provide education for health profes-
sionals previously only available in 
large urban centres.

The mobile unit will enable 
healthcare practitioners to update 
their skills, for example, in resus-
citation and stabilisation as well as 
learn new techniques without hav-
ing to leave their practice area. 

NHS Highland say this will save 

the time and cost of travelling to 
urban areas for courses which 
can now be run on the unit, and 
will make skills education more
accessible.

Hospital
The unit will be based at the Lorn 

and Isles District General Hospital 
from February 16 until March 4 
this year. 

The introduction of the mobile 
unit pilot has been warmly wel-

comed by potential users in Oban. 
‘Providing an outreach educa-

tion facility means that practition-
ers and student practitioners don’t 
have to travel long distances,’ said 
Jane White, an unscheduled care 
practice development nurse with 
NHS Highland.

‘This will not only benefi t staff 
and service providers but will 
have a positive impact on patient 
care.’

Mobile medical training unit will
let healthcare skills be updated

St Valentine’s trip down 
memory lane 
COUPLES who ‘tied the knot in Kil-
more and Oban Church of Scotland got 
together on Valentine’s Day to celebrate. 
Among those who attend the event or-
ganised by the Rev Andy Campbell in 
Oban Church of Scotland Centre were 
Elizabeth and Donnie MacCallum who 
were looking back on 43 years of mar-
riage.

At the other end of the scale, Julie and 
Tommy McQuade have been married 
for just four months. 

Wedding cake and drinks were laid on 
to help the romantic celebration go with 
a swing as well as a display of wedding 
photos to allow the guests to take a trip 
down memory lane. 

Charles to return to
Berneray
THE official opening of Berneray 
causeway is to be performed by HRH 
the Prince of Wales on April 8. The 
920-metre causeway is already in use 
with one lane opening for traffi c shortly 
before Christmas.

Prince Charles’ special connection 
with the island goes back to the 1980s 
although it has to be said that actual 
visitors here have been infrequent to 
say the least. 

In 1987, following an offi cial island-
hopping rendezvous with the Princess 
of Wales, he made a secret visit alone 
as, by his own admission, he had set to 
fi nd out for himself how the inhabitants 
of a small Hebridean community lived 
and worked. 

The prince planted potatoes, attended 
a local funeral and in general lived as 
an ordinary member of the community 
while staying at the home of crofter 
Donald Alex ‘Splash’ MacKillop and 
has Australian-born wife Gloria. 

Grant saves Inveraray 
musuem
THE military museum at Inveraray has 
been saved from closure. Jim Jepson of 
Furnace will be opening the combined 
operations museum in the grounds of 
Inveraray Castle to the public again 
this year. 

The museum dedicated to the soldiers 
who trained at the fi rst commando 

courses based in the town, began life as 
a project by Inveraray Estate, employ-
ing Jim, but he eventually took over the 
museum and its running as a business 
venture.

‘The trouble is that the old boys are 
dying off, and there are fewer of them 
coming to visit each year,’ said Jim. 

However, the museum has received 
a grant to set up a trust with the Duke 
of Argyll as patron, and has become an 
associate member of the Scottish Mu-
seum Council. This will enable the mu-
seum to tap into grants available from 
various bodies. 

Oban man evacuated from 
Eritrea
OBAN teacher Alex Hamilton has been 
evacuated from Eritrea, where he has 
been working for Voluntary Service 
Overseas.

The country is at war with neighbour-
ing Ethiopia and VSO decided to with-
drawn all 19 of its volunteers in the 
country. 

Mr Hamilton, formerly principal 
teacher at Oban High, has been teach-
ing in Eritrea since September 1997. 
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THE extreme dangers of 
working in an unforgiving en-
vironment were highlighted as 
fi sh farm workers from across 
the west Highlands took part 
in the UK’s fi rst aquaculture 
and maritime safety aware-
ness event recently.

Demonstrations
Organised by the Health and 

Safety Executive (HSE) and 
the Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency (MCA) the event saw 
qualifi ed instructors from the 
HSE, MCA Royal National 
Lifeboat Institute (RNLI) 
and Fort William Underwater 
Centre present practical dem-
onstrations on how to avoid 
the most common marine ac-
cidents.

Concern
The MCA and HSE decided 

to host the event after con-
cerns about the number of 
deaths and injuries recently in 
marine related industries.

Since 2000 the HSE has 
investigated four cases of 
drowning in the fi sh farming 
sector and since September 
2007 three investigations into 
accidents have been launched 
in which six mariners died 
after working in confi ned 
spaces.

The safety and health aware-
ness event at the National 
Lighthouse Board base in 

Oban hosts UK’s first 
safety at sea event

Oban presented practical dem-
onstrations on lifejackets, life 
rafts, fl ares, transport issues, 
boat stability, cold shock and 
working in confi ned spaces.

A presentation by instruc-
tors from the RNLI gave ad-
vice on the use of life rafts 
and fl ares. Workers heard that 
a useful tip is to have a ‘kit’ 
ready for emergencies.

The kit should be kept in a 
plastic container and should 
include fl ares, a portable ra-
dio, food, water and water 
beacons.

All fl ares should be checked 

regularly and great care taken 
when fi ring them. Another tip 
was always let off two fl ares 
as most people will see the 
fi rst and won’t be sure about 
it, but if a second is let off 
then they will defi nitely re-
port it.

Fork lift fatalities
Ian Oliver from training 

organisation, Lantra, gave 
a presentation highlighting 
some dos and don’ts for fork 
lift trucks and transport is-
sues. He warned that there are 
about 30 fatalities every year 
involving fork lift trucks.

He said: ‘Seat belts must 
be worn at all times, except 
when working near water. 
Before starting always check 
tyre pressures and mecha-
nisms and never use the ma-
chines for jobs for which they 
are not designed.’

Malcolm MacLean from the 
MCA gave a talk on bouyan-
cy and stability warning that 
the higher a boat’s centre of 
gravity the more unstable it 
becomes.

He said: ‘Fuel usage makes 
the boat lighter and lowers the 
centre of gravity as does stor-
ing cargo lower in the boat. 
Something as simple as add-
ing a weight to a vessel can 
raise the centre of gravity. An 
important thing to remem-
ber is that a vessel will have 
a maximum loading angle 
when using lifting gear.

‘Even a couple of inches of 
water on deck will massively 
reduce a vessel’s stability. Ac-
cidents aren’t usually caused 
by one single factor, its usu-
ally an accumulation of fac-
tors.’

Workers heard that lifejack-
ets cannot be relied on 100 per 

cent as there can be problems 
with infl ation mechanisms. 

Vibrations from working or 
from being stored in a car can 
also cause seals to crack in-
side infl ation mechanisms.

Lifting
Life jackets which have not 

been regularly checked can 
be useless. Damp weather can 
also cause infl ation mecha-
nisms to fail, or it can cause 
the infl ation mechanism to go 
off, infl ating the lifejacket. 
This can be amusing in some 
situations but can be very dan-
gerous if you are on a harbour 
wall or boarding a boat.

John Eccles from Lantra told 
workers that manual lifting 
causes 38 per cent of all ac-
cidents where people are off 
work for more than three days 

and 2.2 million people suffer 
from work-related ill health.

Guidance was given on 
lifting loads using safe tech-
niques and utilising lifting 
aids.

Workers also heard that on 
UK ships one marine worker 
dies every eight weeks en-
tering enclosed spaces. The 
fatalities are caused by low 
oxygen content or toxic at-
mospheres caused by rusting 
or decaying organic material.

Fish farmers were urged to 
look at the procedures they 
have for the type of craft they 
use. Atmospheres in enclosed 
spaces should be tested and 
if hazardous the authorities 
should be alerted.

Finally Ian Benham of 
RNLI gave a talk on cold wa-
ter shock.

He said: ‘When you are im-
mersed in cold water your 
body goes into shock, your 
respiratory rate increases, you 

Lantra instructors gave a demonstration on fork lift truck 
safety. t08nlb03

A fl are demonstration at the safety awareness day in Oban. t08nlb01/02

‘Cold water is a killer. Ninety-six per cent of 
fishing deaths are caused by crew in the sea’

are gasping and hyperventilat-
ing and at risk of drowning.

‘The average temperature of 
the sea in north west British 
waters is about fi ve or six de-
grees, sometimes colder. Af-
ter about one minute the body 
starts to get used to the expe-
rience and if you can survive 
that fi rst minute you might be 
alright. It could be up to 30 
minutes before hypothermia 
sets in.

Killer
‘Cold water is a killer. 

Ninety-six per cent of fi sh-
ing deaths are caused by crew 
in the sea. If you went away 
from here with one thing it 
would be don’t fall in, but be 
prepared for the worst, wear a 
life jacket and a survival suit.

‘If you do fall in try and get 
somewhere or something to 
hold on to and kick with your 
legs if you need to get some-
where. Wearing a life jacket 
makes a huge difference be-

cause you expend less energy 
staying afl oat.’ 

HSE inspector Eddie Mar-
shall said: ‘The idea behind 
this event is to make people 
think about what they are do-
ing and prompt them to re-
view what they are doing and 
how they do it.

‘A number of people in 
the fi sh farming industry are 
working in potentially dan-
gerous and unforgiving envi-
ronments. It’s a short sharp 
reminder of the dangers and 
what constitutes best prac-
tice.

‘This event can point people 
in the right direction and cov-
er some of the key problems 
they face. It’s an approach 
that we have found is very 
successful in other industries, 
for example agriculture. If 
they feel it is a success and 
people take things on board 
then we will see if we can do 
some more.’

A number of people in the fish farming industry are working
in potentially dangerous and unforgiving environments

FARMING

YOUNGSTER Lewis Mont-
gomery of Invernoaden Farm 
won the primary, team and 
individual competitions 
when 139 people took part 
in the North Argyll Black-
face Sheep Breeders annual 
stockjudging competition at 
Dalmally Mart last Friday 
night.
Results
Individual
North Eastern Trophy
1 Lewis Montgomery  377 
points

2  John Montgomery   374 pt 
3   Robin Thompson   370 
pts
4   John McCurven   367 pts
Team
1   Lewis, John Montgomery 
and Colin Cameron   1038 pt 
2  Duncan, Archie and Jimmy 
MacGregor   1033 pts 
3  Angus MacGillivray, Rob-
in Thompson and John Sam-
ple   991 pts
Young Farmers Class
Suie Lodge Cup
1 Grant MacPherson   338 

2 Fulton Ronald   332 pts 
3Alex MacPherson   329  pts
Ladies
Youngs Animal Health 
Shield
1Sheila MacGregor   324 ps 
2 Laura Campbell  312 pts 
3 Wilma Cameron   306 pts 
Under 16s
1 Angus Campbell   325 pts 
2 Laura Campbell  312 pts 
3 Blair Menzies  311 pts
Primary
1 Lewis Montgomery  377 
pts

2 Lauren MacDonald  295 pt 
3 Claire MacCallum  267pts 

Open Tup Hogg competi-
tion
Bill Black Shield
1 A. Campbell, Succoth 
2 J. MacPherson, Ballie-
meanoch
3 J. MacPherson, Ballie-
meanoch

Winner of overall champion-
ship and a bottle of whisky
Robert MacKay (Snr)

THE annual Lochaber Shep-
herds Stock Judging Com-
petition was held recently 
and despite the wild wintery 
weather a good night was 
had by all. 

Colin Cameron won both the 
local and open competitions 
and was part of the winning 
team on a night when £373 

was raised during the course 
of the event. This money 
has been split equally be-
tween the Hydrotherapy Pool 
and Crossroads Lochaber.
Childrens competition
1 Jack Forsyth 235 points
2 Cheyenne Cameron 230 pts
3 Pippa MacDonald 213 pts
4 Chloe Cameron 211 pts

5 Faith MacIntosh 205 pts
Open competition
1 Colin Cameron 259 points 
( also winner of Local Cup)
2 Cathy MacColl 249 pts 
(also Ladies Shield winner) 
3 Helen MacColl 243 pts
4 Neil Forsyth 242 pts
5 Jack Forsyth 235 pts
Team competition

1 Colin Cameron & Neil For-
syth
2 Cathy MacColl & Donald 
MacColl
3 Robert & Margaret Langan
Helen & Euan MacColl
Tup Lamb Competition
1 Neil Aitchison
2 Neil Aitchison
3 Glenloy

TIREE
United Auctions
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: £525 and £500  
Scarinish Farm
Belgian BlueX: £678  13 Moss
Blonde d’ AquataineX: £555  6 
Barrapol
CharolaisX: £932, £878(4), £840, 
£800(6), £790 (7), £780, £770 (2), 
£725 (2) and £720  Heylipol Farm  
£715, £710 (6), £705 (2), £700 and 
£695 (2)  Hillcrest  £690 (2)  Hey-
lipol Farm  £685 and £655 (2)  Hill-
crest  £575  Ruaig  £570  Hillcrest.
HerefordX: £710  Middleton Farm
LimousinX: £860  Vaul  £835  2 
Kenovay  £805 (4)  Heylipol Farm  
£802  13 Moss  £795 (3)  Heylipol 
Farm ; £782  13 Moss  £780 (3)  3 
Kenovay  £775  Hillcrest  £765 (2)  
3 Kenovay  £762 and £758  13 Moss  
£755 and £750 (2)  3 Kenovay  
£745  Heylipol Farm  £715  Salum  
£710 and £705  Heylipol Farm  
£690  Hillcrest and Vaul  £660  6 
Crossapol and 3 Kenovay (2)  £650 
(8)  Hillcrest  £638  13 Moss  £635  
Middleton Farm  £610  6 Barrapol  
£595  7 Balinoe  £590  Middleton 
Farm and 3 Balevullin  £585  Ruaig  
£575  Main Road  £570  3 Balevul-
lin and 7 Balinoe  £560 (2)  6 Barra-
pol  £545 and £540 (2)  7 Balinoe.
Luing: £720 (4), £690 (4) and £680 
(4)  24 Balephetrish
SalerX: £530 and £525  Scarinish 
Farm

ShorthornX: £550 (5)  Middleton 
Farm
SimmentalX: £820 (5), £790 (3), 
£785, £775, £770, £745 (2), £740 
(5) and £720  Heylipol Farm  £700 
3 Kenovay  £685 (2)  Heylipol Farm 
£650  Lochphuil  £645  Hillcrest  
£585 (2)  Lochphuil  £580  Middle-
ton Farm  £565 (3)  15 Crossapol  
£530  Lochphuil.
Heifers
Aberdeen AngusX:
£545  Croish  £530  Dunbeag
Belgian BlueX:
£560  Hillcrest
Blonde d’A: £525  6 Barrapol
£500 (2)  4 East Baugh
CharolaisX: £830, £785, £775, 
£765, £750, £700 (7) and £685 (2)  
Heylipol Farm  £670 (3), £660, 
£645 (3), £635, £570 (5)  Hillcrest  
£555  Salum.
LimousinX: £750 (3)  Heylipol 
Farm  £735  2 Kenovay  £695  7 
Balinoe  £675  Salum  £665  Vaul  
£660  Hillcrest and Salum (2)  £645 
Vaul  £635 (3)  Heylipol Farm  £635  
7 Balinoe and 6 Barrapol  £630  7 
Balinoe and 4 East Baugh  £618  13 
Moss  £610  Hillcrest  £600  Lo-
chphuil  £590  7 Balinoe  £588  13 
Moss  £570 (2)  Middleton Farm  
£565  Skipinnis and 7 Balinoe 
£550  7 Balinoe  £545  Hillcrest 
(2) and 7 Balinoe  £540  Vaul and 
7 Balinoe  £520  9 Barrapol and 7 
Balinoe  £515 and £510  7 Balinoe  
£500  Skipinnis.
Lunig: £520  Middleton Farm

SimmentalX: £820  2 Kenovay  
£595 (2)  Middleton Farm  £570 
and £550 (2)  Lochphuil  £520  17 
Balevullin  £515 (2)  Lochphuil  
£500  Hillcrest.
Breeding cattle
In calf heifers: £920 and £800 (2)  
Croish
In calf cows: £830  6 Barrapol  
£790  7 Balinoe  £780  Druimfhrao-
ich  £780, £740 and £700  Croish.
Over 30 Month cows: £910  
Druimasaidh  £870  Vaul  £865  Cr-
oish  £780  Heylipol  £755  Hill-
crest.

Prices per kilo
Bullocks
Aberdeen AngusX: 178p and 177p  
Scarinish Farm
Belgian BlueX: 163p  13 Moss
BlondeX: 170p  6 Barrapol
CharolaisX: 223p, 213p (2), 212p 
(2) and 208p  Hillcrest  205p  Hey-
lipol Farm  202p (2)  Hillcrest  196p  
Heylipol Farm  195p (5)  Hillcrest  
189p and 188p  Heylipol Farm  
188p  Hillcrest  187p and 185p 
(4)  Heylipol Farm  185p  Hillcrest  
184p (7) and 183p  Heylipol Farm  
183p  Hillcrest .
LimousinX: 207p (8)  Hillcrest  
202p  Heylipol Farm  199p (2)  6 
Barrapol  198p  Main Road  191p 
(4)  Heylipol Farm  190p  Hillcrest  
189p  7 Balinoe  187p  6 Barra-
pol  184p  Middleton Farm  182p 
(3) and 180p  Heylipol Farm  180p  
Hillcrest, Vaul and 7 Balinoe.

Luing: 183p (4), 176p (4) and 175p 
(4)  24 Balephetrish
SalerX: 178p  Scarinish Farm
ShorthornX: 190p (5)  Middleton 
Farm
SimmentalX: 202p and 192p  Hough 
186p  17 Balevullin  185p (3)  15 
Crossapol  184p  Hough  183p  17 
Balevullin  181p (5)  Heylipol Farm  
180p  Lochphuil.
Heifers
Belgian BlueX: 210p  Hillcrest
BlondeX: 179p  6 Barrapol
CharolaisX: 204p  Hillcrest  199p 
Heylipol Farm  195p  Hillcrest  194p  
Heylipol Farm  192p (3)  Hillcrest  
190p  Heylipol Farm  189p (5) 
Hillcrest  187p (7)  Heylipol Farm  
182p (3)  Hillcrest  180p, 179p and 
173p(2)  Heylipol Farm.
LimousinX: 206p  Salum  198p (2)  
Sunnyside  195p (2)  Hillcrest  193p 
Lochphuil  188p (3)  Skipinnis 
186p  Hillcrest  184p (3)  Heylipol 
Farm  183p  7 Balinoe  180p  Salum 
(2) and 7 Balinoe  179p  7 Balinoe  
178p  Vaul and Sunnyside (2)  176p 
(2)  7 Balinoe  175p  9 Barrapol and 
6 Barrapol  173p  Mainroad  172p  9 
Barrapol and Skipinnis  171p  Hill-
crest  170p  Middleton Farm (2), 
Druimfhraoich, 9 Barrapol , Vaul & 
7 Balinoe.
SimmentalX; 192p - Hillcrest  186p 
& 181p - 17 Balevullin  180p - Hill-
side  179p (2) - Lochphuil  178p (2) 
- Middleton Farm  173p (2) - Lo-
chphuil.

UNITED Auctions held their 
annual Early Spring Sale of 
334 cattle at Tiree Auction 
Mart.

All stock were easily sold at 
values well up on the corre-
sponding sale last year. 

Bullocks sold to £932 per 
head for Charolais crosses 
from Heylipol Farm and to 
223 pence per kilo for Charo-
lais crosses from Hillcrest. 

Heifers sold to £830 per 
head for Charolais crosses 

from Heylipol Farm and to 
210 pence per kilo for Bel-
gian Blue crosses from Hill-
crest.

The sale averages for the 
bullocks was £684 per head 
and 181 pence per kilo, whilst 
the heifers averaged £551 per 
head and 172 pence per kilo. 

Farrow cows sold to £910 
from Druimassaidh while 
breeding cattle sold to £920 
for in-calf heifers from 
Croish.

01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL : BEST PRICES

TIMBER DIRECT
FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland 

Delivery available
For a competitive quote

please
call

COVENTRY
for FENCING

Hillcrest Charolais 
sell to 223p per 
kilo in Tiree

Youngster sweeps the boards at    
Dalmally stockjudging competition

Cameron wins Lochaber shepherds’ annual competition
UNITED Auctions sold 651 store cattle and 71 young bulls, 
118 breeding cattle and 1055 store hoggs and grit ewes at Stir-
ling last Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 173.16p (+2.31p) and sold to 210.60p per 
kg for a 330kg Charolias cross from Dalhanna and £990 for a 
608kgs Charolais cross from Hollybush Cott.

Heifers averaged 164.83p (+3.23p) and sold to 191.50p per 
kg for a 376 kgs Limousin cross from Dyke and £860 for a 
650kgs Limousin cross from Balnabroich.

Charolais to 210.6p per kilo at Stirling

Market reports

Lewis Montgomery of Invernoaden Farm with his trophies 
at Dalmally on Friday night

PURE BRED 
LARGE BLACK 

PIGLETS
FOR SALE

10 weeks old, 
excellent temperament
3 boars and 3 gilts

£75 each
tel: 01852 200209

A.A.McIntyre
Poultry

Point of lay Pullets
Black Rocks, Isa Brown 

and White Star.
Poultry housing and 

equipment
Delivery all areas

Tel: 01292 591266 
or 07779311149

Fish FarmerFish Farmer SPECIAL OFFER

=
£140
£47.50

SAVE OVER 66%
FREE

£45
+

Worth

£95
Worth Total Value

All for

£47.50

Exclusive Special Offer for Oban Times readers*

To order your copies of the Fish Industry Directory and Fish Farmer 
Handbook call Allan Miller on 0131 312 4550 & quote OTFF offer.

The 264 page directory provides essential contact information with more 
than 3000 companies across the Aquaculture, Catching and Processing 
sectors of the industry.  A key resource for purchasing industry specific 
products & services, prospecting for new business or simply as an industry 
phone book.

The 2009 Fish Farmer Handbook, provides vital industry information, a guide 
to key contacts within the aquaculture industry as well as a handy week to 
view diary.

The 2009 Fish Industry Directory 
The LARGEST A-Z in the industry

*while stocks last
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West Coast
Property Guide

www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
Sell your property online at our new website:

Park Road, Creag Bhan, Oban
Modern semi-detached 3 bedroom 

unfurnished dwellinghouse. £550 per month

Lonan Drive, Soroba, Oban
3 Bed property, furnished. £550 per month

Stevenson Street Oban
3 bed furnished flat. £550 per month

NO DSS, NO STUDENTS

For viewing and further details contact

Stevenson Kennedy, Solicitors, Linndhu 
House, 19 Stevenson Street, Oban PA34 5NA 

Tel: 01631 562317

SOROBA MEWS, OBAN
For Sale: An attractively 
presented and well 
appointed Semi Detached 
Bungalow in a quiet cul de 
sac on the fringe of the town. 
Full double glazing and 
electric heating. Extensively 
modernised accommodation comprising Hall, Lounge/
Conservatory, Dining Room, Kitchen, 2 Bedrooms & 
Bathroom. Delightful, large established garden with 
driveway/parking and Shed. Offers over £160,000.

Have you got a spare patch of land lying idle?

SMALL PLOT WANTED 
in rural area

Modest plot required, 
with permission for pine cabin

Vehicular access / water / electr essential
Max £30k cash

Telephone 07792 807144
Thanks

Wanted:Holiday Cottages
•Payment in advance
•Free no obligation advice and property inspections
•Award winning website

www.sykescottages.co.uk
01244 356861 Sykes Cottages

ISLE OF ISLAY
SITE FOR SALE

Superb Coastal location with views over 
Port Ellen Bay and the Mull of Kintyre. 

Approx 5 acres of unspoilt land with 
outline planning permission for one 

house and all services. 
Attractively priced at £85,000

Tel: 01496 302360.

FOR SALE
YACHT VALETING 

BUSINESS
Offers around £4,000

Tel: 01546 606694 
or 07859022755

WANTED

The Oban Times Wedding Album

Smolkova - McNair
Martina Smolkova and Duncan McNair, of 
Stroneskar, Ford, were married in St Jacob 

Church, Dubnica nad Vahom, Slovakia.

Logan - MacLean
Fiona Logan and Andrew MacLean, both of 
Claggan, Fort William, were married at St 

Mary’s Church, Fort William, by Father Donald 
MacKinnon. The couple held a reception at The 

Moorings Hotel, Banavie.
Photograph by Anthony MacMillan, Fort 

William.

Grant - Henderson
Katrina Ann Grant and Lee Henderson, both 

of Portsmouth, were married at Gretna Green. 
Katrina is the daughter of Tom and Jackie Grant, 

Clachan, Kintyre, and grand-daughter of John 
Grant of Leanish, Isle of Barra. 

Fox - Colyer
Calley Fox, Caol, and Matthew Colyer, 

Torlundy, were married in St Andrew’s Church, 
Fort William.

Mitchell -
Hodgkinson

Ruth Mitchell and Paul Hodgkinson were 
married at the Church of Scotland, Corran 

Esplanade, Oban. The couple held a reception at 
The Queen’s Hotel.

Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban.

McLean - Ward
Stephanie McLean and Jonathan Ward were 

married at the Taychreggan Hotel, Kilchrenan. 
They were joined by a large gathering of family 
and friends from as far afi eld as Canada, Aus-

tralia and Europe.
Photograph by Perfect Images, Dunbeg, Oban.

Henderson -          
MacLeod

Sandra Henderson, of Fort William, and Calum 
MacLeod, Skye, were married at Duncansburgh 

MacIntosh Church, Fort William, by the 
Rev Donald MacQuarrie. The couple held a 
reception in The Moorings Hotel, Banavie.
Photograph by Anthony MacMillan, Fort 

William.

Chisholm -
Cuthbertson

Lesley Chisholm and John Cuthbertson, both 
of Stevenson Street, Oban, were married in the 

Shore House Inn, Lochgoilhead, where they 
later held their reception.

Photograph by Derek Prescott.

Beckett - Greeley
Irene Beckett and David Greeley, both of 

Fort William, were married at Duncansburgh 
MacIntosh Church, Fort William, by the 

Rev Donald MacQuarrie. The couple held a 
reception in The West End Hotel, Fort William.

Photograph by Anthony MacMillan, Fort 
William. 

Shanks - Starkey
Elayne Shanks, of Oban, and Mark Starkey of 
Motherwell, were married at the Ardanaiseig 

Hotel.

North Argyll House
Care Home for the Elderly

Bealach an Righ, Oban
We have a residential vacancy for 

respite/long term care - single room 
en-suite facilities.

Contact Morag Telfer 01631 562168

2 BEDROOM FLAT
CENTRALLY 

SITUATED IN 
OBAN

Fully equipped and 
furnished

No pets, smokers 
or D.S.S.

Tel: 01631 564063 or 
07749717976

Flat to Rent – 
Long Term Let

Sunny top fl oor to 
rent in Central Oban. 
Two bedrooms, large 
kitchen, sitting room 
and study/spare room. 
£480 rent per month 
plus bills and one 
months deposit. No 
smokers, pets, DSS.

Contact Yvonne Shann, 
McArthur Stewart. 
Tel: 01631 562215

WANTED 
House

or Property
 in any condition, 

or Plot.
In coastal or 

lochside situation.
Cash available.

Contact Box No. 29
Oban Times
PA34 4HB

FOR RENT
Fully Furnished
2 Bedroom Flat, 

Oban
No D.S.S.

£550 pcm + Bills

Tel: 
07789515826

ROOMS
TO LET

In shared house
Central Oban

Fully furnished rooms
Sky TV, Internet etc.

Now available
Tel Duncan 

07879834894

TO LET
2 BEDROOM 

COTTAGE
In beautiful rural setting

Own garden-Private 
Water Supply

12miles South of Oban.
£550 per cm No DSS

ardmaddycastle@
btinternet.com

or
Tel 01852300353 

Evenings

TO LET
Spacious 4 

Bedroom Flat
In Oban Town 

Centre
Furnished / Unfurnished

Excellent Condition
Available begin 

March 09
Please call 01631 562649 

(evenings)
 for further information.

TO LET
Two/Three bedroom 
Detached Bungalow
 with large garden and two 

garden sheds,
 overlooking Glencruitten 

Golf Course, Oban.
Available from begin March 09.

 Furnished or unfurnished. 
£140 per week unfurnished 

+ Bills and Council Tax.

Tel: 01631 564848 office hours.

TO LET
Royal Avenue Mansions, Campbeltown

Spacious part/furnished 1 Bedroom Flat with 
Beautiful Sea Views from all rooms

  Fitted dining-kitchen and Shower room
Suit professional person/couple

Telephone 07738 858407
or 01434 606166

for more information.

TORLUNDY COURTYARD
FORT WILLIAM (3 miles)

3 Bedroom Apartment, 2 
Bathrooms,

Living Room, Dining, 
Kitchen, unfurnished,

£550 pcm + Council Tax, 
No DHS.

Telephone 
01397 703015

TO LET

RESIDENTIAL VACANCY

FOR LEASE
SNACK BAR 
SITES:
CORRAN HALLS, OBAN
McCAIGS TOWER, OBAN
PULPIT HILL, OBAN
Offers are invited either individually or combined for the leases 
of the snack bar sites at the Corran Halls, Oban, and/ or McCaigs 
Tower, Oban, and/ or Pulpit Hill, Oban.  Offers over £100 per week 
are invited for the Corran Halls site and offers over £40 per week 
for the McCaigs Tower and Pulpit Hill sites.

Closing date for offers is Friday 6th March 2009
For further details: Estates Office, Blairvadach, 
Helensburgh, G84 8ND Tel: 01436-658957

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

OFFICE SPACE TO RENT
Centrally located offi ce 

space in Lochgilphead, 3 
rooms extending to approx 

46m² in total.

Enquiries 01546 602986

COMMERCIAL

SITE FOR SALE
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Proposed Let of a Croft
Mr Duncan MacLean, Kin-
lochmoidart, Lochailhort 
is applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent 
to let the tenancy of the 
croft at Sunbeam, Ach-
aracle (Ardshealach) to Mr 
Andrew MacLean, Sun-
beam, Acharacle, Argyll.
If you have any objection 
to the proposal, you may 
submit representations in 
writing or some other per-
manent form to the Croft-
ers Commission, Castle 
Wynd, Inverness IV2 3EQ 
by the 19th March 2009, 
specifying your interest in 
the application and your 
reasons for objecting. A 
copy of any representa-
tions made will be for-
warded to the applicant.

North Argyll 
Stroke

Support
Association

A.G.M
in Dunmar 
Court on 

Tuesday February 
24, 2009 
at 1.30pm

Proposed Let of a 
Grazing Share(s)
Lochshiel Estate, c/o 
Bidwells, 33 High Street, 
Fort William are applying to 
the Crofters Commission for 
consent to let the grazing 
share(s) in the Deeke 
Common Grazings, common 
grazing pertaining to the 
croft at 22 Deeke to Mr 
John F MacDonald, Croft 27 
Mingarry, Acharacle, Argyll.
If you have any objection to 
the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by 19 March, 2009, 
specifying your interest in the 
application and your reasons 
for objecting. A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

PLANNING
TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 
1997, RELATED LEGISLATION PLANNING (LISTED 
BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at 
the location given below at 67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications.   Anyone wishing to make representations 
should do so in writing to the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is 
applicable as indicated below.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 09/00144/DET 
Applicant: Bob Rutherford
Proposal: Erection of garden shed
Site Address: Ardmore Main Street Port Wemyss Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Portnahaven
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

• Ref No: 09/00096/DET 
Applicant: David Woodrow
Proposal: Alteration and extension to existing dwelling house
Site Address: Existing Dwelling House Within Garden Ground Of Kilennan High Street Bowmore Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans:  Bowmore Area Office Isle of Islay
Development in Conservation Area 21 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, 67 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, 
PA30 8DX 

TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997, RELATED 
LEGISLATION PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
Take notice that the applications in the following schedule may be inspected during normal office hours at 
the location given below, at Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban and by logging on to the Council’s Website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications. Anyone wishing to make representations 
should do so in writing to the undersigned within 14 or 21 days of the appearance of this notice, whichever is 
applicable as indicated below.  Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

• Ref No: 08/01705/DET
Applicant: Celtic Sea
Proposal: Erection of breakwater.
Site Address: Celtic Sea Ltd Loch Melfort Arduaine Oban Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Kilmelford
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00125/DET
Applicant: Ms Hazel Maclean
Proposal: Erection of dwelling house
Site Address: Site North West Of Lochnell Arms North Connel Argyll And Bute  
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Ledaig
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

• Ref No: 09/00123/REM
Applicant: Mr & Mrs F Bilton
Proposal: Improvement of existing access and installation of drainage
Site Address: Cnoc Fennaig House Balvicar Isle Of Seil Oban Argyll And Bute
Location of Plans:  Sub Post Office Balvicar
Article 9 Vacant Land - 14 Days

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT CONTRARY TO 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN) (SCOTLAND) DIRECTION 1996
The following planning applications have been lodged for determination with Argyll and Bute Council and 
are available for inspection during normal working hours at the local area office/Post Office identified 
below and by logging on to the Council’s Website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online 
Planning Applications.   The proposals contained in the application are considered to be a departure or  
potential departure from the Development Plan for the area concerned.
Anyone wishing to make representations about any of the applications identified below should do so in 
writing within 21 days from the date of publication of this notice to the Area Team Leader Development 
Control at the address below.
Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

SCHEDULE - DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF PLANS

• Ref No: 08/02208/COU
Applicant: Ms Mhairi Blue And Mr Laurance Larmour
Proposal: Temporary siting of residential caravan - 18 months
Site Address: Barbeith North Connel Oban Argyll And Bute PA37 1QX
Location of Plans: Sub Post Office Ledaig
A18 Local Plan Potential Depart Adv (21)
Potential departure from Policies RUR1, RUR2 and HO22 of the Lorn Local Plan

Area Team Leader Development Control, Planning Services, Lorn House, Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AR
Any letter of representation the council receives about a planning application is considered a public document.
Please therefore note that representations will be made available for public inspection and, under the terms of the 
Freedom of Information Act, will be copied on request. They will also be published on the council’s web site. 
The author of such a representation is solely responsible for its content and accuracy.
Anonymous representations will be “shredded” and those marked confidential will be returned to the sender. 
Neither will be taken into account when the application is being considered. 
Details of representations we receive on planning applications can be viewed on the council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/publicaccess

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

COUNCIL TAX 2009/2010
As required by Section 96 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, 
notice is hereby given that the Council Tax has been set by Argyll and 
Bute Council in terms of Section 93 of that Act and the amounts payable 
in respect of chargeable dwellings in each valuation band are as follows:-

 Valuation Band Property Values Council Tax (£)
  A Up to £27,000  785.33
  B £27,001 to £35,000  916.22
  C £35,001 to £45,000  1047.11
  D £45,001 to £58,000  1178.00
  E £58,001 to £80,000  1439.78
  F £80,001 to £106,000  1701.56
  G £106,001 to £212,000  1963.33
  H Over £212,000  2356.00

Sally Reid, Chief Executive, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RT
 February 2009

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE
James N Campbell and Ian j Campbell trading as 
D  + J Campbell of 1 Black Crofts, North Connel, 
Oban, Argyll PA37 1QX is applying to change an 
existing licence as follows to keep an extra 2 goods 
vehicles and 2 trailers at the operating centre at 
1 Black Crofts, North Connel, Oban Argyll PA37 
1QX. Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of that land would be 
affected, should make written representations to 
the Traffi c Commissioner at Scottish Traffi c Area, 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds LS9 
6NF stating their reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the same time send 
a copy of their representations to the applicant 
at the address given at the top of this notice. A 
guide to making representations is available from 
the Traffi c Commissioner’s Offi ce.

Rt Hon Charles 
Kennedy MP 
Serving Ross, 

Skye & Lochaber

Lochaber Advice Surgery 
Caol Community Centre 
Saturday 21st February 

3pm to 4pm 
All welcome - 

no appointment needed 
Tel: 01349 862152 

charles@highlandlibdems.org.uk

Notice of Application for a Premises Licence 
under the Gambling Act 2005 

Notice is hereby given that CalMac Ferries Ltd of The 
Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP are applying for a 
Adult Gaming Centre premises licence under section 
159 of the Gambling Act 2005.  The application relates 
to the following premises M.V. Lord of the Isles, The 
Ferry Terminal , Oban , PA34 4DB.  The application 
has been made to: The Licensing Offi ce , Inverclyde 
Council. Information about the applications is available 
from the licensing authority , including the arrangements 
for viewing the details of the application. Any of the 
following persons may make representations in writing 
to the licensing authority about the applications 
A person who lives suffi ciently close to the premises to 
be likely to be affected by the authorised activities 
A person who has business interests that might be 
affected by the authorised activities 
A person who represents someone in any of the above 
two categories 
Any representations must be made by the following date 
23.03.2009
It is an offence under Section 342 of the Gambling Act 
2005 if a person , without reasonable excuse, gives to 
a licensing authority for a purpose connected with that 
Act information which is false of misleading

A.G.M.
Comann Eachdraidh Lios 

Mòr
Saturday, 21st March, 2009

at 12.00 noon
followed by

A.G.M.
Taic Comann Eachdraidh 

Lios Mòr
in

Ionad Naomh Moluag

************************
Comann  Eachdraidh

Lios  Mòr

Proposed Assignation of 
a Croft
Miss Morag Cameron, 
crofter is applying to the 
Crofters Commission for 
consent to assign the 
tenancy of the croft at 120 
Achnaha, by Kilchoan, 
Argyll to Mrs Rosemary 
MacLachlan Curtis of Car Na 
Fersa, Kilchoan, Acharacle, 
Argyll, PH36 4LH.
If you have any objection 
to the proposal, you may 
submit representations 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by 26th March 2009, 
specifying your interest in 
the application and your 
reasons for objecting.  A 
copy of any representations 
made will be forwarded to 
the applicant.

Proposed Assignation of 
Grazing Share
Miss Morag Cameron, 
shareholder is applying to 
the Crofters Commission 
for consent to assign the 
tenancy of a grazing share in 
the Achnaha/Sanna common 
grazing pertaining to the 
croft at 120 Achnaha, by 
Kilchoan, Ardnamurchan to 
Mrs Rosemary MacLachlan 
Curtis of Car Na Fersa, 
Kilchoan, Acharacle, Argyll, 
PH36 4LH.
If you have any objection to 
the proposal, you may submit 
representations in writing or 
some other permanent form 
to the Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness IV2 
3EQ by 26th March 2009, 
specifying your interest in the 
application and your reasons 
for objecting.  A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

POTENTIAL west coast 
windfarms which could power 
millions of homes and create 
hundreds of jobs may need to 
be connected to Northern Ire-
land’s electricity grid.

As power companies begin 
their exploration of three pos-
sible west coast sites, some 
are questioning how the en-
ergy will reach the homes and 
businesses that will use it. 

National Grid upgrade
Last week, Argyll and Bute 

Council wrote to First Minis-
ter Alex Salmond asking why 
the region had been omit-
ted from a planned upgrade 
of the National Grid. It has 
been pushing for a sub-sea 
cable between Carradale and 
Hunterston in Ayr. 

Argyll and Bute Council 
Leader Dick Walsh said: ‘The 
electricity grid within Argyll 
and Bute is currently ‘satu-
rated’ with the result that any 
new energy projects, even 
very small ones, are being re-
fused connections any earlier 
than 2018.’ 

Northern Ireland and Scot-
land have been connected 
with a sub-sea cable since 
2002. The Moyle Inconnec-
tor, which runs from Ayrshire 
to Antrim, took 12 years to 
plan and build. 

In 2006 Airtricity, which has 
the exclusive right to poten-
tial wind power sites off Islay 
and Kintyre, announced plans 

Argyll windfarms could 
power Northern Ireland

REPORT BY 
CHRISTINE McCARTNEY

for ‘a pan European sub-sea 
energy grid’ called the Super-
grid.

Philip Maxwell, chair of Is-

lay Energy Trust, which is de-
veloping plans for a 500 MW 
tidal power project with Scot-
tishPower Renewables, said 

he was relaxed where Islay 
renewables were plugged into 
the grid, as long as the infra-
structure was provided. 

He said: ‘I don’t mind where 
the electricity goes. In terms 
of cables to Northern Ireland, 
it would be six of one and half 
a dozen of the other. 

‘The biggest source of de-
mand is the UK mainland, so 
we would be looking in that 
direction.’ 

He has also written to the 
First Minister backing calls 
for the Carradale-Hunterston 
cable, with an extension from 
Islay to Kintyre. 

Energy minister Jim Mather 
did not rule out west coast 
windfarms being connected 
with Northern Ireland. 

He told The Oban Times:
‘All options are open at the 
moment.

‘We are not isolated silos 
within national boundaries. 
To be really effective, we 
have got to be as connected as 
possible.’

He added the Scottish gov-
ernment was looking at the 
possibility of a sub-sea grid 
right down the west coast and 
connected to central Scotland 
and Ireland. 

Mr Mather said the region’s 
renewable potential was so 
strategic that ‘there is no way 
we will not have in place con-
nections here to have this har-
vested’.

Continued from page 1/4
Speaking to The Oban Times
on Monday, Councillor 
Gormley said KCT had yet 
to offi cially inform him of his 
deposal.

Amended
He also intimated his un-

happiness that a public circu-
lar drafted by him as interim 
chairman had, without his ap-
proval, gone out on behalf of 
KCT with its last paragraph 
radically altered.

The amended circular 
praised Mr Baxter’s efforts, 
whereas Councillor Gormley 
had wanted a neutral state-
ment on the former chairman 
to allow bridges to be built 
with those in the community 
unhappy with KCT under his 
direction.

‘We had got people back on-
side from their previous en-
trenched position, and it was 
like throwing a can of petrol 
on the embers. I was stunned 
when I heard that fi nal para-
graph. I’m going to step back 
for a while - the community 
will determine the outcome,’ 
he said.

In KCT’s newsletter this 
week new chairman Alan 
Woollacott says he intends 
to do his job in an ‘open and 
transparent way’.

Referring to The Oban Times 
article, he said Mr Gormley’s 

views did not represent those 
of the majority of the board.

He said: ‘The board was sur-
prised to note the comments 
made by the interin chair-
man and the large majority of 
board members disagree with 
them. Andrew was, and still 
is, held in high regard by the 
majority of the directors of 
this company.’

He states: ‘I will endeavour 
to steady the ship and steer the 
trust through what continues 
to be a very diffi cult period.

‘I believe that the KCT 
should be a forward-looking 
organisation and I will work 
with the board to maintain the 
fundamental prinicples of the 
trust.

Democratic
‘I see the job as a chance to 

encourage and assist the com-
munity in Kinlochleven in the 
improvement of all social, 
economic and environmental 
aspects of village life.’

Asked to respond to Mr 
Lyden’s call for KCT to ‘clean 
up its act’,  Mr Woollacott 
told The Oban Times: ‘We are 
an open, democratic organisa-
tion within the village and we 
take note of what people say.’

Asked on how Councillor 
Gormley’s draft circular came 
to be altered, he said: ‘I can’t 
really comment on internal 
matters.’

Councillor sacked  
as trust chairman

DUNOLLIE residents have 
set up an association to tack-
le social and environmental 
issues on the Oban estate.

A well attended meeting 
held in Park Primary School 
was chaired by local council-
lor Neil MacKay. 

Councillor MacKay was 
keen to have a re-formed 
residents’ group. He said: 
‘It is the people who live in 

Dunollie that should be infl u-
encing the future and defi n-
ing the vision of Dunollie. 

‘I think a residents’ asso-
ciation will give people a 
sense of  community spirit, 
empowerment and lead to a 
positive future for the area.’

A number of local issues, it 
was felt, would be best tack-
led by a group who spoke on 
behalf of residents. 

Mhari Wren, a resident of 
the fl ats, spoke to the group 
about speeding traffi c and the 
fact that there was nowhere 
safe for children to play. 
She was duly elected chair-
woman. Other roles went to 
Douglas Ferguson as treasur-
er, Angela Webster as secre-
tary with assistant secretary 
Sharon Silkowski.

On hand to offer advice will 

be Frank MacIntyre, who 
was chairman of the previous 
residents’ association that 
disbanded in 2000 due to the 
rising costs of hiring venues 
for the group.

The next meeting of the 
group will be held at 7.30pm 
on Wednesday March 11 in 
Park Primary School. This 
is an open meeting with all 
residents invited to attend. 

There was a good turnout for the fi rst meeting of the Dunollie Residents Association t08dunollie01

Residents’ association reformed in Dunollie

HEATED debate on how to 
deal with an increase in tim-
ber trucks is dividing an Ar-
gyll village. 

The last two meetings of 
Tarbert’s community council 
have been dominated by con-
troversial plans to upgrade a 
back road and divert the lor-
ries away from the village’s 
centre. Now a public meeting 
with forestry and Argyll and 
Bute Council representatives 
will be held to air views.

By-pass
With the number of timber 

trucks through Tarbert ex-
pected to increase, the Ar-
gyll Timber Transport Group 
wants to invest £600,000 on 
improving the single-carriage 
B8024 with new verges and 
lay-bys.

But local businesses fear 
the diversion of the lorries 

travelling from Kintyre and 
South Knapdale would lose 
them custom. 

Duncan Henderson, who 
runs the post offi ce, said: 
‘The feeling of some of the 
business owners is that we 
are afraid that it would create 
a by-pass. The last thing we 
want is to remove any possi-
ble commercial trade.’ 

Other residents believe the 
proposed timber route is vital 
to pedestrian and child safety 
on the village’s busy streets. 

At a meeting of Tarbert and 
Skipness Community Coun-
cil last week, chairman John 
Hutchison said feeling in the 
village was divided into two 
camps. He added: ‘It really is 
up to Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil, the landowners and the 
forestry to come to an agree-
ment.’ 

Timber route divides 
villagers at Tarbert

A COLLECTION of local artists formed last year is to hold 
its fi rst exhibition.  The Artmap Argyll show opens tomor-
row, Saturday 21 February at The Pentagon Centre at the 
Broomielaw, Glasgow.

A total of 30 painters, sculptures, glass designers and a textile 
artist have produced work drawing on the exhibition’s theme 
of Earra-Ghaidheal, or Coast of the Gaels.

Jane Walker, a Mid-Argyll painter who has helped to organ-
ise the exhibition, said it showed the tremendous amount of 
local artistic talent. She said: ‘It’s such a mixture. The diver-
sity is incredible and there is a phenomenal amount of talent.’ 

The group is helping to encourage established artists as well 
as those starting out in the profession. This summer, it will 
hold an ‘open studio’ event, inviting visitors to studios across 
Mid Argyll. 

Argyll artists hold first exhibition

Stewart Consulting are moving 
to larger premises on Friday 
27th February 2009 at

1 Victoria Buildings
34 Union Street
Lochgilphead
Argyll
PA31 8JS

The Office will close for business at 5.00pm 
on Thursday 26th February and re-open on 
Monday 2nd March 2009.

All contact numbers remain the same

GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE
Andrew C Cooper  & Margaret R Cooper trading as 
C-Fare & All Commercials of 1 Crannog Lane, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB is applying to change an existing 
licence as follows , To add an operating centre to 
keep 5 goods vehicles and 5 trailers at C-Fare & 
All Commercials of 1 Crannog Lane, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB. Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre who believe 
that their use or enjoyment of that land would be 
affected, should make written representations to the 
Traffi c Commissioner at Scottish Traffi c Area, J Floor 
Argyle House, 3 Lady Lawson Street, Edinburgh, 
EH3 9SE stating their reasons, within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors must at the same time send a 
copy of their representations to the applicant at the 
address given at the top of this notice. A guide to 
making representations is available from the Traffi c 
Commissioner’s Offi ce.

Proposed Division of 
Grazing Share (s)
Mrs Catherine MacDonald 
is applying to the Crofters 
Commission for consent 
to divide the grazing share 
(s) in the Bunnacaimbe / 
Bach of Keppoch Common 
Grazings into 2 parts.
If you have any objections 
to the proposal, you may 
submit representations 
in writing or some other 
permanent form to the 
Crofters Commission, 
Castle Wynd, Inverness 
IV2 3EQ by 20 March 
2009 specifying your 
interest in the application 
and your reasons for 
objecting. A copy of any 
representations made 
will be forwarded to the 
applicant.

An Comunn 
Gaidhealach

A.G.M
Friday 20 February

The Royal Hotel, 
Oban at 7.30pm

All welcome

Joy Dunlop
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POSITION
WANTED

Versatile handyman, 
time served joiner. 

Good knowledge of 
most trades.

Garden, property 
and machinery 

experience.
References available. 
Looking for estate or 

similar work.
For more information 

Tel: 07791952606

����������

CalMac Ferries Limited has a requirement for:

Seasonal Port Assistants
£7.02 per hour
40 hours per week (fi xed term contracts)
Craignure, Isle of Mull Ref: 257-SB
Tobermory, Isle of Mull  Ref: 258-SB
Lochaline Ref: 259-SB

Reporting to the Port Manager, you will need a fl exible approach to your day-to-day 
responsibilities. Your duties will include mooring operations, customer enquiries, sales of 
passenger/vehicle tickets, cash handling and control of passengers and vehicles embarking 
and disembarking from vessels.

You must be computer literate, with excellent verbal and written communication skills. 
A fl exible approach to working is essential as shift and weekend work will be involved. 
Customer focused, you will have a clear understanding of the customer interface and have 
a proactive approach to customer care.

If you are interested in any of the above positions, please respond by sending your CV 
quoting the relevant reference number no later than 5th March 2009 to:

David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited

Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP

t: 01475 650100 f: 01475 650268

CalMac Ferries Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Temporary Receptionist/Admin Support
£13,317 pro rata (20 hours) Oban (Ref: 071 – 014)

You’ll be the first point of contact at our Oban office. We’ll also look to you
to handle everything from telephone enquiries to vehicle bookings and
maintenance, and to book rooms and any hospitality for meetings. You’ll
handle other general admin too, such as photocopying and filing.

Well-organised and able to draw on reception experience, you’ll have 
good keyboard skills and be a great communicator. A driving licence 
is desirable.

Find out more about us – and apply online. 
Alternatively, call 01463 725182. 

Closing date – 20 March 2009.

We work with others to look after Scotland's
tremendous natural heritage – the land, water,
shores, woodland, wildlife and protected species
that shape and enrich our lives. Joining us means joining a culture of care,
making sure our surroundings are passed to future generations through
conservation and enhancement, education and research, biodiversity 
and renewables.

snhjobs.co.uk
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CRAFTSPERSON
CAMPBELTOWN

SALARY IN THE RANGE
£11.57 TO £12.87 PER HOUR (DEPENDENT UPON SKILLS/
COMPETENCE) PLUS SIGNIFICANT STANDBY PAYMENTS

Scotia Gas Networks is a consortium with Scottish and Southern Energy 
as the major partner. It operates two of the largest regional gas distribution
networks in the UK, delivering gas to 5.7 million customers safely, reliably
and efficiently.

The duties of this post are multi-skilled and initially the successful applicant
will carry out emergency/meterwork.

Other skills will be developed over time to include repair and servicing 
of gas appliances, servicelaying and plant duties.

You will preferably have experience in one aspect of the Gas Industry – 
this position may suit either a time served plumber/plumbing apprentice.
However applications are also invited from time served Electricians or
Engineers. The successful applicant will be qualified to City and Guilds 
of London Institute or similar in their relevant discipline. Comprehensive
training will be provided in SGN activities.

The work is physically demanding and candidates need to be able to
demonstrate the ability to work in a variety of outdoor environments; 
use IT field systems and achieve high standards of safety and technical
competence. A current driving licence is also essential.

You will be expected to work variable hours and will be required 
to participate as required in a high frequency standby rota, so you 
must be adaptable and flexible, have good inter-personal skills and
leadership qualities.

To apply, please download an application form from our website
www.scotiagasnetworks.co.uk or request one from
maria.matthews@scotiagasnetworks.co.uk or alternatively call 
Maria Matthews on 01293 818086 quoting reference number 9013Ext.
Completed application forms must be returned by close of play on 
27 February 2009.

SGN is an equal opportunities employer.
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Croft House Grant Scheme

Casework Supervisor and 
Office Administrator 
Crofters Commission, Crossapol, Isle of Tiree 
We have vacancies for a Casework Supervisor and an Office Administrator in our office
in Crossapol, Isle of Tiree.

Casework Supervisor – Ref: EN6853EXT (£14,980 - £19,611): You will join a busy team
providing supervision to the administrative support team.

You will have the ability to make decisions with limited supervision, have the skills 
to analyse information and take relevant action. You will have good oral and written
communication skills along with interpersonal and teamworking abilities. You will have
the ability to plan and prioritise to meet deadlines and be comfortable using a variety 
of IT systems on a daily basis.

Office Administrator – Ref: EN7139EXT (£14,000 - £16,947): You will join a busy team
providing administrative support. Responsibilities include a full range of administrative
work, handling enquiries from the public and recording and retrieving information from
the office computer system.

You will be able to work effectively as part of a team, have the ability to work under
pressure and to meet tight deadlines. You will also be able to record and manage
information consistently and accurately. You will have good oral and written
communication skills and be comfortable using a variety of IT systems on a daily basis.

For both roles you will have passes in a minimum of 5 SCE Standard or Ordinary Grades
including English and a subject which clearly indicates competency in figure work such
as Mathmetics, Accounting and Finance, Arithmetic, Book-keeping, Statistics and Physics.

Some experience of using Microsoft Word and Excel or similar software packages would
be an advantage. Previous office experience is also preferable.

Candidates with a disability who meet the minimum criteria for the appointment 
will be invited to interview. These are permanent and pensionable appointments.

You may access an application form at www.Scotland.gov.uk/careers  
Alternatively, please write to the Scottish Government, Central Resourcing Unit, 
S1 Spur (Michael McCann), Saughton House, Broomhouse Drive, Edinburgh EH11 3XD
providing your full postal address.

Completed applications must be returned by Friday 6 March 2009.

We welcome applications from all suitably qualified people 
and aim to employ a diverse workforce, which reflects the
people of Scotland.

An Equal Opportunities Employer

Working with you to make
Highland the healthy place to be. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk 

Argyll & Bute 
Community Health Partnership

Mental Health Services

Staff Nurse (RMN) – Band 5
£20,225 - £26,123 Ref: 09ab/014
37.5 hours per week, Fixed Term for 1 Year
Intensive Care Unit, Argyll and Bute Hospital
An enthusiastic, motivated staff nurse (RMN), you will work as a member of the multi-disciplinary team in a busy and 
demanding environment in our ten bed Psychiatric Intensive Care Unit. As a member of the team, you would provide 
a global care package with good written, verbal and interpersonal skills. The hospital is situated in Lochgilphead with 
easy access to the surrounding countryside, with Oban one hours drive and Glasgow two hours drive away.
Informal enquiries are welcomed by Michael Grattan, Acting Ward Manager on 01546 604947.
Application packs are available from HR Department, NHS Highland, Argyll & Bute CHP, Aros, Lochgilphead, Argyll 
PA31 8LB, call 01546 606788 (24 hour answering service) or email: recruitment.ab@nhs.net 

Mid Highland 
Community Health Partnership

Child Health Secretary - Band 3
£14,834 - £17,732 pro rata, per annum Ref: ES1_09_21
Part-time, 30 hours per week, Permanent
Fort William Health Centre
Self motivated with general administrative experience, you will be profi cient in the use of Microsoft Word, Excel and 
email applications. You must have the ability to work accurately and effi ciently on your own initiative and also as part 
of a team.  Excellent organisational and communication skills and knowledge of medical terminology are essential. 
Experience in secretarial duties would be advantageous.
To learn more about life and work in Lochaber, visit our informative website at www.westhighlandhealth.co.uk 
Informal enquiries are welcomed by Lynn Lopez, Secretarial Team Leader on 01397 709885.
Application forms and job descriptions are available from the Recruitment and Employment Services Section, 
Human Resources Department, Raigmore Hospital, Old Perth Road, Inverness IV2 3UJ, call 01463 705159 or 
email:  recruitment@haht.scot.nhs.uk
Closing date for receipt of applications: 6th March 2009.

Small, privately owned island hotel in 
idyllic setting looking for
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Isle of Jura sniper on Helmand front line

Gordon Muir with Scott and brother Jamie after a days shooting 

Royal Marine sniper Scott Muir on lookout patrol at the Northern Helmand province of Afghanistan Picture courtesy of Sunday Mail

‘Living on a small island makes you 
appreciate that whatever happens 
you have to get along with people.’
ONE OF the nations young-
est marine snipers from Jura 
claims that he owes his suc-
cess to the island community 
where he was raised.

Promoted 
Royal Marine, Scott Muir, 

who is currently on a tour of 
duty in the Helmand Province 
in Afghanistan has been pro-
moted to sniper early-on in 
his career.

The 21-year-old was born in 
Oban but moved to the island 
at the age of two with his par-
ents when his father Gordon 
took up a post as head stalker 
on Lord Astor’s Tarbert Es-
tate.

When the toddler arrived he 
was immediately catapulted 
into a world where his expe-
riences were to set him apart 
from other children. 

His father Gordon said: 
‘From a very early age he had 
opportunities to do things that 
other boys would never have 
had the opportunity to do. 

‘I can’t imagine that many 
boys from Birmingham or 
Manchester would be out 
stalking with their dads.

‘Scott has been so success-
ful with 45 Commando Royal 
Marines because he grew up 
on an island where he had to 
deal with lots of different peo-
ple from all over the world. 
People with different accents 
and different views. 

‘Living in a small island 
makes you appreciate that 
whatever happens you have 
to get along with people. I 
imagine that it could be the 
same when dealing with the 
Afghani people and the Tali-
ban.

‘Scott has a very hard job, 
not only being on the front 

line but also gathering intel-
ligence about the enemy. In-
surgents don’t follow normal 
rules of engagement, if they 
did they would have admitted 
defeat at the end of the war, 
so I think it must be a guess-
ing game about what they are 
going to do next.

‘Perhaps it is the same as try-
ing to work out what a deer or 
a grouse, or indeed a stalking 
novice, is going to do next. 

‘There can be no doubt that 
Scott’s upbringing has helped 
him get ahead in his job.

Frightening
‘It can be really frightening 

when he is away. You hear so 
many stories. The Ministry of 
Defence have just introduced 
a text messaging system so it 
means that he can be in touch 
with us daily at the moment. 
On Sunday night he sent us a 
text to say it was raining. Not 
much difference between Jura 
and Afghanistan then! 

‘Scott in the long run wants 
to come back to Jura and raise 
a family. 

‘He, of all my eight chil-
dren, probably misses Jura 
the most. 

‘I think he wants my job one 
day. But who could blame 
him – it is the best job in the 
world.’

Scott sent a text message 
from the fighting front ex-
clusively to The Oban Times:
‘People should remember that 
though we are out here fight-
ing, the true fighters are those 
that have lost limbs or have 
been injured because of this 
war.

‘I enjoy my job out here, we 
are getting somewhere with 
the locals which is very re-
warding.’

45 Commando Royal Marines are currently operat-
ing in Helmand province where they have responsi-
bility for the Upper Sangin Valley.

Part of Scott’s job is to defend the Kajaki Dam from 
attacks by the Taliban. The dam is critical to southern 
Afghanistan as its turbines provide electrical power 
and water to a huge proportion of the Afghan popula-
tion in Helmand and Kandahar provinces.

The dam is at an altitude of 4,000 feet, so marines 
are specially trained for high altitude, cold weather 
warfare.

This week Darren Smith, aged 27, of 45 Commando 
was tragically killed whilst carrying out a job very 
similar to Scott’s in Helmand Province.

‘I enjoy my job out here, we 
are getting somewhere with 
the locals which is very
rewarding.’ - Scott Muir

A FREE clinic to help local 
businesses weather the stormy 
economic climate will be held 
in Oban later this month. 

Highland and Island En-
terprise have organised the 
event, which will take place 
at the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls on Wednesday February 
25. Participants are welcome 
to drop in any time between 
3pm and 7pm and there is no 
need to register. 

Experts will be on hand to 
answer questions and give 
advice while video presenta-
tions on topical issues such as 
opportunities in a crisis and 
raising finance will also be 
delivered.

The event is part of a se-
ries of clinics taking place 
throughout the region during 
February and March. Those 
who cannot make it along on 
the day can also take advan-
tage of HIE’s free business 
advice line on 0800 0884 
884.

A MAJOR new study has 
been launched which could 
help protect salmon and other 
farmed fi sh from potentially 
deadly diseases.

The Lifecycle project at the 
University of Aberdeen has 
received over £340,000 of 
funding for reasearch which 
will centre of farmed Atlantic 
sdalmon.

The work is part of Euro-
pean project with 14 partners 
from nine different countries 
to improve health and produc-
tion of fish in the aquaculture 
industry.

Dr Sam Martin, a lecturer 
in fish physiology, said: ‘The 
aquaculture industry is highly 
competitive and fundamental 
biological knowledge is re-
quired to improve the qual-
ity and sustainability of the 
industry.

‘We will be looking at the 
hatching stage when the fish 
are vulnerable to disease.

‘What we want to work out 
is exactly when the immune 
system develops as this is 
completely unknown.’

Business
clinics come 
free from HIE

Study to
improve
health of 
farmed fi sh

AN ARGYLL housing asso-
ciation has launched a new 
website which, it says, will 
be more user-friendly.

Argyll Community Hous-
ing Association (ACHA) 
has redeveloped its website 
with a view to adding unique 
features in the future.

At present visitors to the 
site can see all the associa-
tion’s latest news and infor-
mation.

However, it is envisaged 
that ACHA tenants will be 
able to pay their rent, insur-
ance and invoices online. 
Additionally, there will also 
be a repair logging option to 
report non-urgent repairs.

ACHA        
redevelop
website

Kintyre dog 
owner fi ned
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
have issued a Campbeltown 
dog owner with a fi xed pen-
alty notice and a £55 fi ne af-
ter his dog was found straying 
by area dog wardens and it 
did not have a collar with the 
owner’s name and address.

Stewart Turner, Argyll and 
Bute Council’s head of Re-
oafds and Amenity ervices 
said: ‘The officers will conti 
nue to be pro-active in Mid 
Argyll, Kintyre and Islay to 
stamp out this shocking dis-
play of poor practice.’

To advertise your car in Drive Times telephone 01631 568000

1999, 2 owners, 
service history, 
taxed and MOT’d

£1400 o.n.o.
Tel: 07960 014646 (Kilmelford)

VAUXHALL 
ASTRA 1.6

£1100

X reg, 1 year MOT, taxed, 
good condition
Telephone: 

07818 438084

CITROËN DISPATCH, 
1.9D

CHRYSLER VOYAGER
2.5CRD LX

£5800
BLACK-2003, MOT-DEC09, TAX-JULY-09
74,000 MILES, FULL SERVICE HISTORY

TOW BAR, STILL UNDER WARANTY
VERY RELIABLE 7 SEATER CAR

Tel: 07776490221

2005 ‘55’ Diesel, Black, FSH, Tax & 
Mot, 47000 miles, 6speed, Electric 
Heated Leather Seats, 18” Alloys, 
Auto Lights and Wipers, 6CD, 
Cruise Control, Excellent Condition

£6995
Tel: 01880 821221  Mob: 07795960083

FORD MONDEO ST 
TDCI ESTATE

SUZUKI GRAND 
VITARA

£7,900
4WD Dark Red Metallic, 2006,06 1.9 Diesel

31,000 miles FSH, 12 months MOT, Tax Aug 09
Recent Service and Tyres, Rear Parking Sensors

Tel: 01852500644/07748007345

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF  
GT TDI

£5250 o.n.o.
02, 5 door hatch, low mileage, metallic beige, 

very good condition for year

Tel: 01496 302300

MAZDA D/CAB 
PICK UP 2.5

£4,500 o.n.o.

55 plate, MOT August 
2009 , 76,000 miles

N/Bar, R/Bar, 
Loadliner T/Bar

Tel: 07770 567145

QUAD BIKE
TGB HORNET 90CC

£750 o.n.o.

age 10 - 12

Tel: 01880 770228 (after 6pm)

ISUZU PICKUP 3.1

£2500 o.n.o.
2001, twin cab, Mot’d August 2009 

92,000 miles
Metallic Grey

Tel: 01880 820601 / 07796262536

£1795 o.n.o.

FIAT PUNTO 1.2 SPORTING
tax and MOT, 83,000 

miles, sports seats, alloy 
wheels, tinted rear win-
dows, 6 spead gear box.

Telephone: 
07592176731

£3750 o.n.o.

MERCEDES A140 CLASSIC SE
Silver, 03 Reg, 
36,000 miles
Tax March 09, 
MOT Aug 09

Very Good Condition.

Telephone: 
07771 981073

£1100 o.n.o.

FIAT SEICENTO SX 2000
Taxed end March 2009

MOT July 2009 
Economical Runner

High MPG
CD/Radio with Bluetooth.

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

600969

LANDROVER DISCOVERY 4.0 
V8 ES

£4275 o.n.o.
Petrol and LPG, 2000, V, Top of the range, Bronze, Grey full leather with 7 seats, 

Electric everything, 18 inch alloys with new tyres, Excellent service history, Tinted win-
dows, 2 sets of mats - carpet and rubber. Good all round condition, MOT 5 months.

Tel: 01586 830653 or 07775910780

SUZUKI GRAND 
VITARA

£2800 o.n.o.
petrol, manual drive, 1.6 valve sport, coloured red, one 

owner, low mileage, 37,200, MOT July 2009

Tel: 01546 810297

£650

Y reg, FSH, electric pack,
6 cd changer, MOT and taxed May 09,

excellent condition.

Telephone: 
01586 553907

NISSAN
PRIMERA SE

57 reg, colour Peacock, 
21 months
full manufacturers 
warranty, 6 months tax, 
12,000 miles, alloys, 
sports seats, 
immaculate condition.£7500 o.n.o.

Tel: 07881 953730

VAUXHALL 
ASTRA 1.8 SRI

2002 / 52 plate 
low mileage 30,000

£2600 o.n.o.
Tel: 01631 563303

1.4 FORD 
FOCUS

W reg 
1 years MOT
6 months tax
White
Wood lined
Very economical little van
Bigger van forces sale£900 o.v.n.o.

Tel: 07788 930183

VAUXHALL ASTRA 
VAN 1.7 DTI

Year 2005, taxed 
and mot’d metallic 
grey, good condition

£5500 o.n.o.
Tel: 01499600243 or 07500786612

MITSUBISHI L200 
WARRIOR 

DOUBLE CAB
WANTED

LANDROVER 90 OR 110, NEW OR OLD MODELS, 
ALSO DISCOVERY, RANGE ROVER AND ALL 

JAPANESE MODELS, TOYOTA ETC, HIGH MILES, 
DAMAGED, ANYTHING CONSIDERED.

Contact James 07866 590583 or 07966 293996.

3

Silver  VGC 
53 Plate. 5 Month 
Tax, 10 Month MOT

£2500 o.n.o.
Tel: 01866 833252

VAUXHALL  ASTRA 
ACTIVE 1.6

reg 02, 3 door 
hatch, blue, taxed 
and MOT’d

£600
Tel: 01631 730547

VAUXHALL 
CORSA 1.0L

DRIVETIMES
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RENAULT 
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU 
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 
Heathfi eld, Ayr

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TOYOTA 
Helensburgh

5 John Street,
Helensburgh

Tel. 01436 672779
www. helensburgh.toyota.co.uk

VOLKSWAGEN 
Hawco

Caol, Fort William
Tel. 01397 700900

www.hawco.volkswagen.co.uk

PEUGEOT
Struans Peugeot
A85 Crieff Road, Perth
Tel : 01738 632222
www.struans.co.uk/peugeot

MAZDA
Struans Mazda
A85 Crieff Road, Perth
Tel : 01738 445566
www.struans.co.uk/mazda

FORD
Ben Nevis Motors
North Road,
Fort William
Tel. 01397 700110

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

TOYOTA COROLLA 
GS

£2,395 o.n.o.
Auto 1.6 V.V.T Engine, 3 door hatch, Y reg 2001, Mid green metallic, Taxed , MOT 

December 2009, 42,000 miles, ABS, Air Con, Electric windows, Electric door mirrors, 
Remote Central locking, Radio / cassette / CD, Two owners, Economical, Service 

history, Very nice condition 

Tel: 01546 870336

£500

Telephone: 
07917162580 or 01631 720397 

(after 6pm)

YAMAHA ATV 250CC, 
TOW BALL ETC.

RENAULT ESPACE 
2.2DCI DYNAMIQUE

£9,800 o.n.o.
Dealer serviced, 21000 miles.  All the extras.

Towbar, panoramic sunroof, climate control, roof bars.
Superb family car in excellent condition.

Tel: 01369 707753 or 07766973667

based 15 miles south of Oban offered 
to competent yachtsman of any age in 
return for practical help and occasional 
sailing instruction to elderly gentleman.

Apply to Box No 30 Oban Times, PO Box 1, 

Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FREE USE OF 25’ 
MOTOR SAILORJCB CX TURBO

£7,000 o.n.o.
1987

First class condition complete with three buckets
Can be seen

Tel: 01631 760236

7.5M RIB

For Sale or Long Term Charter
Perfect Offshore Rib with twin 130HP Hondas, 

very fast and capable boat in first class condition. 
Lying Campbeltown.  Delivery can be arranged. 
Any motor vehicle considered in part exchange.

Tel 01586 552772 – Day or 01586 552698 
for further details.

MITSUBISHI 3000 GT, 
3.0 MANUAL 

£3500
V6 twin turbo in Ferrari red. 108, 000 miles with full service history until 93, 000, 

timing belt replaced at 80,000 miles, Full black leather interior with powered seats,  
EW,  ESR, CC, cruise control,  6 CD changer, automatic aero package.  17² alloys with, 

New tyres all round. Turbo timer,  clifford cat 1 alarm. MOT¹d till April,
taxed until July. , New front discs and pads., Great sports car for a great price

Phone 01546 605145 Mobile 07828469832

FIAT PUNTO 1.1

£450 o.n.o.
1994

Mot’d October 2009 
High mileage, Good reliable runner

Tel: 07769 886830

£1,200 o.n.o.

R Reg. 12 months MOT, New tyres and 
full new exhaust system. Good runner.

Telephone: 
07747600410

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 
DIESEL ESTATE

BAILEY PAGEANT 
MOSELLE CARAVAN

£5500
October 2003 , Full serviced September 2008

4 berth, Shower, toilet, central heating etc
Very good condition , Porch Awning, Reason for selling 

bought static, Can be viewed in Ardrishaig

Tel: 01546 602950 after 6pm / 07825 169799

CASH PAID

Telephone: 
07930346252 or 01389 721278.

SCRAP CARS 
WANTED

Ben Nevis Motors

 Your local west 
highland Ford dealer 

for new and used 
sales, service, 

repair and parts
Ben Nevis Motors 

North Road 
Fort William 

Tel: 01397 700110

Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 5dr

Ford Fiesta 1.25 Zetec 5dr

08 Ford Kuga 2.0 TDCi Zetec 5dr Panther Black £17,995
08 Ford Galaxy 1.8 TDCi Zetec Ink Blue  £14,395
08 Ford Mondeo 2.0 Zetec 5dr Sea Grey  £11,595
08 Ford Transit Connect TDCi Van Red £9,995+vat
08 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5d Silver New Shape £10,995
08 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5dr Blue New Shape £10,995
08 Ford Focus 2.5 ST3 Performance Blue 3 dr New Shape £16,995
08 Ford Fiesta 2.0 ST 3dr Panther Black  £9,995
08 Ford Fusion 1.4 TDCi Zetec Panther Black £9,995
08 Ford Ka 1.3 Zetec Moondust Silver £5,995
07 Vauxhall Astra 1.8 Sri Silver 5 dr £7,695
06 Vauxhall Astra 1.7 CDTi Estate Blue £7,695
06 Audi A3 2.0 TDi S-Line Silver £13,595
04 Ford Focus ST170 3dr Moondust Silver £5,795
04 Renault Clio 182 Sport 3dr Blue £5,995
04 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec 5dr Blue  £4,495
03 VW Golf GT TDi 3dr Black £5,295

Ford Fiesta 1.25 Style

Ford RRPFord RRP 
£16,595£16,595

Our priceOur price 
£13,495£13,495

SaveSave
£3,100£3,100

Ford S-Max 2.2 TDCi 
Titanium Individual 

Ford RRPFord RRP 
£28,495£28,495

Our PriceOur Price 
£21,995£21,995

SaveSave
£6,500£6,500

WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE BY THE BIG CITY DEALERS
Ford RRPFord RRP 
£10,295£10,295

Our PriceOur Price 
£8,595£8,595
SaveSave

£1,700£1,700

Ford RRPFord RRP 
£11,995£11,995

Our PriceOur Price 
£10,495£10,495

SaveSave
£1,500£1,500

VW POLO 
1.2E

£2200 o.n.o.
52 Plate (2003). 51000 miles. Red. Body Coloured Bumpers. Manual. ABS. Central Lock-
ing. Airbags. Electric Door Mirrors. Manuafcturers Upgraded CD Player. FSH. 2 Owners 

from new. MOT Nov 2009. Taxed April 2009. Excellent condition inside and out.

Tel: 01631 563286

A LOST walker was airlifted 
to safety after using the fl ash 
on his mobile phone camera 
to catch the attention of a re-
cue helicopter. 

Searches had been under 
way after 23-year old Mal-
colm Murray and his Jack 
Russell terrier Buttons be-
came disorientated in heavy 
mist while on Barvas Moor, 
on the Isle of Lewis, last Fri-
day evening.

Mr Murray, of Sand Street, 
Stornoway, and a PhD student 
at the University of High-
lands and Islands, had set out 
at midday to walk between 
Carloway and Stornoway 
but tried to return to his car 
as weather conditions wors-
ened. However, disorientated 
by the mist, he walked north 
instead of south and, having 
failed in several attempts to 
fi nd his way back, the student 
opted to fi nd refuge in an iso-
lated bothy. 

He contacted his father who 
drove out from Stornoway 
and up and down the moor 
road tooting his car’s horn 
but Malcolm couldn’t hear 
the horn and the decision was 
made to contact rescue serv-
ices as darkness fell.

Stornoway Coastguard’s 
helicopter team contacted 
the 23-year-old man on his 
mobile phone, but could not 
locate him as his phone bat-
teries. He then managed to 
activate his phone’s camera 
fl ash, which was picked up 
by the aircraft’s infrared sys-
tem.

Mr Murray, and Buttons, 
were rescued at 2am after be-
ing stranded for nearly eight 
hours.

A Stornoway Coastguard 
spokeswoman said: ‘The guy 
was lucky and managed to get 
the phone to fl ash a couple of 
times on its camera facility. It 
was quite ingenious.’ 

Phone flash saves Isle of 
Lewis walker lost in mist

FOR the islanders of Luing sum-
mer lasts for 15 weeks because 
that is how long the evening 
car ferry timetable will run this 
year.

Residents claim that this is the 
shortest summer timetable yet. 
While Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil claim that there is no sig-
nifi cance change from previous 
years.

Alison Robertson who is a 
member of the Fixed Link Ac-
tion Group (FLAG), on Luing 
claims to have heard rumours 
that due to staffi ng issues the 
summer timetable may not hap-
pen at all. 

Islanders are desperate to se-
cure the long-term future of car 

services both day and night to 
the island.

FLAG has been working for 
more than 13 years to secure a 
fi xed link 

Argyll and Bute Council have 
confi rmed, this week, that the 
link will cost £15million. 

A spokeswoman said: ‘We 
are in discussion with the Scot-
tish Government to establish 
whether there are ways forward 
to fund this scheme.

‘The current capital budgets 
are fully allocated and there is 
no available capital to undertake 
these works.’

However Mrs Robertson said 
that this is the highest estimate 
for a link between the islands.

‘There are various options on 
the table with alternatives be-
tween the two islands coming at 
£3million, with others at £7mil-
lion and £9million. The £15mil-
lion fi gure is for a state-of-the-
art high-level bridge 

‘We don’t care what kind of 
link that we get. We just want 
a link so that people can get off 
the island when they need to 
– especially if someone is ill. 
At the moment, during the night 
that just isn’t possible.

‘We don’t want a fancy high-
level bridge – It doesn’t make 
any difference what type of link 
it is. 

‘A low level bridge would be 
fi ne which is around £10million 

pounds cheaper and would last 
for up to 100 years. 

‘The Scottish Government 
need to supplement the cost of 
running the ferry to the tune of 
£60,000. So why not invest in 
our long term future by building 
a link.’

The Argyll and Bute spokes-
woman revealed that considera-
tion is still being made to replac-
ing the ferry.

The spokeswoman referred to 
the transfer of medical emer-
gencies saying: ‘We have had 
discussions with the Scottish 
Ambulance Service but the 
view of Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil is that this is a matter for the 
emergency services to address.’

Luing summer timetable ‘shorter than ever’

THE Scottish Crofting Foundation 
(SCF) has welcomed the decision 
by former environment minister 
Michael Russell to delay changes to 
the Government’s bull hire scheme 
until a review team has investigated 
and reported back with possible al-
ternatives.

SCF spokesman Norman Leask, 
pictured right, said: ‘We are very 
happy to see that the minister lis-
tened to what we have been saying 
and has decided to give the opportu-
nity for a specialised group to look 
at this more closely.

‘Unfortunately consultation was 

noticeably lacking in the original 
decision to close the scheme without 
any viable alternatives being sug-
gested. We appreciate that there are 
always other ways of doing things 
but these need to be assessed before 
a decision can be made on how to 
proceed.’

Crofters welcome bull scheme delay

17’ 2 BERTH 
‘TRAILER SAILER’

£1800 o.n.o. 
Tender and trailer extras if required

“The Boat Store”
Lower Dunollie Rd, PA34  5PJ, Oban

Tel: 01631 565005  Mob: 07766 11 0747

with 2 burner cooker and 6hp 
Johnson outboard engine and tank
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HARDY winter swimmers, 
Iona Barr and Lottie Goodlet 
from Tayvallich, recently 
travelled to London to par-
ticipate in the UK Cold Water 
2009 Championships.

Joining hundreds of fellow 
enthusiasts and trained swim-
mers they took the plunge 
into near freezing waters at 
Tooting Bec Lido, Britain’s 
largest open air pool.

Iona and Lottie, founding 
members of the Sound of Jura 
Swimming Club, went on to 
take part in the most gruelling 
challenge at the day’s climax 
- a fi nal endurance that in-
volved swimming fi ve entire 

Afternoon at the 
wicket for pupils
ROCKFIELD primary sevens 
enjoyed an afternoon on the 
wicket recently.

Oban Cricket Club invited 
the pupils to Atlantis Leisure 
as part of a series of taster ses-
sions for 10 and 11 year-olds 
in the town.

The cricket club runs junior 
training every Sunday from 
2pm, from Sunday February 
14, at the sports centre.

Cricket
Dale Kupris Active Schools 

co-ordinator said: ‘It is a great 
opportunity for kids to get the 
chance to learn the ropes of 
the game.

‘The taster sessions are in-
tended to tie in with the start 
of junior squad training to 
give everyone the skills to 
join in.’

Rockfi eld pupils enjoying their cricket taster session at Atlan-
tis Leisure. t07cricket06

lengths of the 100-yard pool.
Describing the long distance 

contest Lottie said: ‘We were 
very nervous beforehand.  
Many of our fellow competi-
tors were channel veterans 
and the pool temperature was 
only just above freezing.

‘Being fresh water, it was 
even chillier than the sea here.   
But we both really enjoyed it 
despite the cold hurting like 
mad.  And we had terrifi c sup-
port from the crowd.’

Iona, who reached the fi nals 
in the breaststroke category, 
described why she likes to 

Thrill of the chill for swimmers
Swimming

FORT William Shinty Club 
will have a less than ideal 
start to the new shinty sea-
son which gets underway on 
March 7.

Resurfacing work on An 
Aird park in Fort William 
means the pitch will be out of 
commission until the end of 
March forcing the club to play 
its fi rst three league games 
away from home against 
Oban Camanachd, Lochaber 
and Kyles.

The club are hoping that the 
work on the pitch by High-
land Council is fi nished be-

Fort facing 
tricky start 
to season

Mountain Biking

Shinty
fore its scheduled Mactavish 
Cup fi rst round game against 
Skye on March 28.

Fort William shinty club 
chairman Richard Gall said: 
‘The pitch is closed from 
now until the last Saturday in 
March. The fi rst three games 
of the season we will have to 
play away from home.

‘The council are going to re-
turf the area that was re-turfed 
for the Camanachd Cup fi nal. 
It didn’t take very well and 
will have to be done again.

‘They are hoping to get a 
decent spell of weather to do 
the work just now, in fact they 
were supposed to start last 
week.

‘It’s certainly not an ideal 
start but it’s what we have. 
The council have been told 
that the park must be ready 
for the last Saturday in March 
as we have a cup tie against 
Skye and we don’t want to 
give up home advantage for a 
cup game.’

Mr Gall also revealed that 
in the long-term the club will 
be staying at An Aird and 
are planning to take over the 
lease on the stadium once a 
solution has been found to the 
problems with the pitch.

Mr Gall added: ‘In the long 
term the council are going 
through the process of apply-
ing for funding from Sport-
scotland for drainage works.

‘We have a business plan in 
place now for the next four 
years for Fort William Shinty 
Club. We are hoping to be-
come a limited company, then 
once the work on the pitch 
is done we want to take the 
lease over.’

Pitch
The possibility of an artifi -

cial pitch at An Aird has also 
been discussed but Mr Gall 
said that although he would 
like to see an artifi cial pitch 
the costs at present were pro-
hibitive.

‘Personally I think it is the 
way shinty should be going,’ 
he said, ‘but it’s expensive, 
it costs millions. If you look 
at Ireland that’s where they 
are going but we don’t seem 
to have the funding the Irish 
have. It would be great in the 
long term, even having one 
national stadium which had 
an artifi cial surface.’

Cricketers prepare for big league
Cricket

Fort William Cricket Club held a practice session in the Nevis Centre. f08cricket01

LIVERCAOL stay at the top 
of the Ali Young Division 
One despite a 2-1 defeat to 
Real Rotten.

It’s as you were in second 
and third place as Caol Utd 
and Goon Squad both had 
good wins this week to move 
closer to the league leaders.

This week Livercaol play 
Russels while Caol Utd play 
Funky Five.

Results; Sunday, February 8
Funky Five 1-2 Caley boys 
Goon Squad 3-0 Alcan 
HWE 1-0 Russels rvs 
Caol utd 5-0 Young ones 
Livercaol 1-2 Real rotten 

                             P  W  D  L  F - A    Pts
1 Livercaol          14 12  1  1  49-19    38
2 Caol united       14 12  0  2  38-11    36
3 Goon Squad      14 11  1  2  54-23    35
4 Young ones       14  8   1  5  40-27    26
5 Funky Five       14  4   2  8   33-40   16 
6 Alcan                14  4   2  8   22-39   16 
7 HWE                14  3   2  9   22-50   13 
8 Caley boys       14  4   0  10 30-40   12
9 Real rotten       14  3   2   9  28-52   12
10 Russels rvs    14  2   3   9  17-32    11

Caol side stay 
top of Ali 
Young league

Football

FORT WILLIAM-based No 
Fuss Events have unveiled 
their main sponsors for the 
Endurance Downhill moun-
tain bike race at Nevis Range, 
Fort William later this year.

Yorkshire-based cycle parts 
manufacturer Hope Technol-
ogy lines up as headline back-
er for the event, in a deal The
Oban Times understands to be 
worth around £2,000.

The event is billed as the 
‘most extreme downhill 

Hopes for Nevis sell-out in 
‘extreme’ downhill race

Mountain Biking
mountain biking endurance 
race in the UK’.

The Hope Downhill Endur-
ance will again be staged on 
the fearsome downhill track 
at Nevis Range on August 1.

Competitors will tackle the 
gruelling 2.82 kilometre track 
from the top gondola sta-
tion at 655 metres to the fi n-
ish section above the Nevis 
Range car park as many times 

as they can during a six hour 
period.

Neil Arnold from Hope 
Technology said: ‘We decided 
to get involved with No Fuss 
and the Endurance Downhill 
after six of us from Hope took 
part in the 2008 event. 

‘All who took part agreed 
that it was a fantastic format 
and a great way to run a race. 
That was the start of our in-

volvement and we are keen to 
be associated with this style 
of event.

‘It brings a fantastic course, 
with all the facilities you 
would expect, to a wide range 
of riders in a value for money 
package.’

No Fuss Events’ Frazer 
Coupland said: ‘2008 was an 
awesome success. 

‘We proved that downhill 
endurance format worked and 
worked well.’ 

LOCHABER and District 
Motorcycle Club ran the an-
nual Willie Cameron Memo-
rial Scottish National Trial in 
Kinlochleven at the weekend.

Over 70 competitors tackled 
three laps of 12 sections on a 
range of demanding terrain, 
waterfalls, mud and of course, 
the traditional Lochaber rock 
hazards.

All sections took points 
from riders at some stage 
- except that is for LDMCC 
and Kinlochleven’s own Gary 
Macdonald.

The fi rst grouping of sec-
tions proved popular with 
spectators and did not prove 

too diffi cult for the majority 
of riders. 

Section four with its fl at 
slippery bedrock proved to be 
the fi rst to take the maximums 
of the day. 

Those familiar with the 
SSDT route will know the 
‘Coire mhoir’ group, a split 
midway up section fi ve be-
ing particularly technical and 
claiming points off the major-
ity of competitors. 

A return to some sections 
alongside the small dam for 
sections nine, 10 and 11 pro-
vided the competitors with the 

MacDonald cleans up at 
Cameron memorial trial

Motorcycling

FORT William FC have not 
kicked a ball in anger since 
January 24 and are hoping 
that this week’s league fi xture 
at Wick goes ahead as sched-
uled.

The club’s last two matches 
against Keith at home and 
Rothes away have both been 
cancelled due to frosty weath-
er.

With over a foot of snow on 
the pitch on Saturday at Keith 
the game had to be called off.

It had been hoped to play 
the reverse fi xture, postponed 
three times since November, 

Football
however the Claggan pitch is 
unplayable due to snow and 
frost.

The Lochaber side have 
had an incredible 12 league 
matches cancelled this sea-
son so far leading to calls for 
an extention of the Highland 
League season into the sum-
mer.

Team manager Calum Ma-
cLean has already complained 
that the lack of match prac-
tice, and even training ses-
sions, has meant that his side 

have failed to reach any sort 
of consistency this season.

Fort currently prop up the 
Highland League with one 
point from twelve matches 
and have played eight match-
es fewer than second placed 
Fraserburgh.

A meeting in Lossiemouth 
to decide on the number of 
new clubs to be admitted to 
the Highland League next 
season was also called off last 
week due to treacherous road 
conditions.

The four propspective clubs, 
all junior teams, are Banks 
O’Dee, Turriff United, For-
martine and Strathspey This-
tle.

A spokeman for Fort Wil-
liam FC stated that the club 
would like to see all four pro-
spective members accepted in 
to the league as this was the 
best way to promote and de-
velop football throughout the 
north of Scotland.

The meeting will now be 
held on February 25 to con-
fi rm which club, or clubs, 
have been successful. 

Fort hoping Wick league match gets go ahead

ATHLETES from Lochaber 
made all their winter travel-
ling worthwhile at the week-
end as a trio of ladies were 
winners in the cross country 
league.

The North District Cross 
Country league fi nished on 
Saturday with the fi nal race at 
a snowy Forres.

With six races in the league 
all the travelling was made 
worthwhile with Mairi Mac-
Rae winning the ladies un-
der 13 league title and Isla 
MacKay taking the third 
place trophy. 

Dawn Scott won the ladies 
veterans 35 trophy, Colin 
Donnelly won the male vet-
erans 40 Trophy and David 
Rodgers took second place in 
the men’s trophy.

Both the mens and womens 
teams were fourth overall.

Dawn Scott, winner of the north district cross country league veterans title with Mairi Mac-
Rae, under 13 winner and Isla MacKay, under 13 third place.

Lochaber ladies win in snowy Forres
Athletics

CRICKET in February? Well, 
not quite - but Fort William 
Cricket Club is making sure 
they are ready for the upcom-
ing season by holding regular 
practice sessions in the Nevis 
Centre.

Players from as far away as 
Glencoe and Glegarry made 
the trip to Fort William on 

Saturday for work with bat 
and ball.

The go-ahead club, which 
was only formed in 2005, 
is awaiting news on a fund-
ing bid to Awards for All for 
a new artifi cial wicket at the 
BA Sports Club.

FWCC have won the North 
reserve league for the past 
two years and will step up to 
the senior league this season 
after their bid was backed by 
member clubs.

Chairman Derek Spencer 
told The Oban Times the club 

was always on the lookout 
for new players to boost the 
squad.

‘The league season starts 
on the fi rst Saturday in May, 
although we have some cup 
competitions at the end of 
April,’ he said.

Next practice is in the Nevis 
Centre on February 28.

FORT WILLIAM-based No 
Fuss Events is reporting its 
‘Wee Triathlon’ on Saturday, 
March 7 is well over-sub-
scribed.

The competition, run in 
association with Off Beat 
Bikes, will see competi-
tors aged from 15 to over 50 
tackle a 400 metre swim, a 10 
mile mountain bike ride and a 
three mile cross country run, 
fi nishing in Fort William. 

The event, limited to 72 par-
ticipants across four different 
categories, already has a wait-
ing list of 17.

Organisers say if this reach-
es 35, No Fuss will run a sec-
ond Wee Triathlon on Sunday, 
March 8. 

Registration for the event 
will take place on the morn-
ing of March 7 from 9am to 
9.45am with the swimming 
heats starting at 10am.

Classes include Juniors for 
15-18 year olds, Seniors, 18-
39 year olds and Veterans, 40-
49 year olds.

Wee triathlon 
getting bigger

traditional rock hazards, but 
by the end of the second lap 
these had been cleaned up and 
rode well for the majority.

The club would like to thank 
Rio Tinto and estate factors 
Bidwells for the use of land 
and parking facilities, Sandra 
MacDonald and the girls for 
the sterling job at sign-on.

Thanks also went to the full 
complement of observers and 
offi cials, Alan MacMaster 
and his team for setting out a 
varied, sensible and challeng-
ing event and the competitors, 
both local and those who trav-

elled. Lochaber and District 
MCC plays host to round two 
of the British Championship 
Trials series on March 21 and 
22 this year.

This can be your chance to 
witness the best trials riders 
in the UK - an event not to be 
missed.

Results: A Route
1 Gary MacDonald, total 0
2 Rodger Mount, total 26
3 Ian Macphail, total 27
Masters Route
1 Frank Mackle, total 45
2 Liston Bell, total 46
3 Ross Murray, total 51
B Route
1 Steven Mycock, total 24 (most cleans)
2 Allister Stewart, total 24
3 Brian Nichol, total 35

brave icy waters: ‘I love the 
challenge. I feel that if I can 
do this, I can do anything.  
Also it makes me mentally 
and physically tougher.  And 
the afterglow is fantastic! 

‘Despite having our own 
championships, winter swim-
mers are a relatively rare 
breed. It was wonderful to be 
surrounded by like-minded 
people who didn’t think we 
were mad.’

Lottie added: ‘It may sound 
bonkers, but I fi nd the lure of 
cold water irresistible. After a 
swim I feel pure elation and 

an inner triumph. It has be-
come part of my daily routine 
and I am so lucky I can swim 
in such stunning surround-
ings.

‘By observing what is going 
on around me makes every 
swim a remarkable experi-
ence.’

Club President and fellow 
swimmer Eileen Barr added: 
‘These girls have done tre-
mendously well. Swimming 
in such cold water is a chal-
lenge that almost defi es belief. 
They are now setting their 
sights on next year’s World 
Championships to be held in 
Slovenia.’ 

o
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Bell Lawrie National 
Bowl quarter-fi nal

Obermory 10 
Boroughmuir 3

OBERMORY continued their 
march towards playing the 
Bell Lawrie Under-15 Bowl 
fi nal at Murrayfi eld. 

Playing in the snow, the 
combined Oban and Tober-
mory team managed to keep 
their tough opponents, Bor-
oughmuir Academy, from 
scoring a try. 

Laborious
The players were labori-

ously sweeping the lines on 
the pitch only an hour before 
kick-off and the boys carried 
this work ethic into the kick-
off - dominating the opening 
exchanges. 

After only 10 minutes the  
forwards managed to create 

Youngsters scrum down in Oban

Hamilton, along with captain 
Alex Dunnings, gave a con-
vincing half-time talk.

The crowd was at its best 

YOUNG rugby players from 
all over Argyll met in Oban as 
the county works to increase 
participation in the sport.

The latest Argyll and Bute 
Gathering was held on Feb-
ruary 1 but future gatherings 
will be held once every month 
and are aimed at bringing all 
the Argyll and Bute clubs to-
gether at youth level to play 
games.

Highlight
The highlight of the day was 

the Argyll under-16 league 
match against Cambuslang, 
who had put the Argyll boys 
out of the national cup earlier 
in the year.  

Argyll had a point to prove 
and they played very well 
after a scrappy start by both 
sides to win by 35-10 and 
keep their unbeaten league 
record.

The Argyll under-16 team 
has players from Oban, Mull, 
Mid Argyll and Cowal play-
ing together in the west youth 
leagues and, despite the dif-
fi culties of not being able to 
train together, they have been 
performing very well so far. 

This is a credit to their 
coaches at club and school 
who have been working on 
their skills every week.

Oban, Mull, Cowal, Mid 
Argyll and the newly formed 
Taynuilt mini group all 
brought players along and 

took part in the games. At 
mini level Mull proved to be 
the strongest group on the day 
but Oban, Cowal and Taynuilt 
were improving with every 
game.

Billy Thomson, Argyll and 
Bute Rugby Development 
Offi cer, said: ‘All the minis 
were a credit to their coaches 
and clubs with the way they 
played and their sportsman-
ship during the games.

‘These young boys and girls 
are the future senior players of 
the clubs and everyone could 
see that there are plenty of 
good players in the making by 
the standard of passing, run-
ning and support on show.’

At S1/2 level the boys were 
split into two large teams and 
played out a very competitive 
game of three 20-minute ses-
sions.

Once again the standard 
was very high and there were 
some great passages of pass-
ing and offl oading which was 
very entertaining to watch for 
the large crowd.

The girls group consisting 
of players from Oban, Mull 
and Cowal, also split into two 
teams, and played a develop-
ment game.

Billy said: ‘The girls showed 
that they are improving all the 
time and there were glimpses 

of the potential to come with 
some great passing moves, 
strong running and good sup-
port play.  

‘Games are what the girls 
need to develop and with the 
Oban girls playing away to 
Atholl RFC in the under-15 
national cup on March 1 they 
really needed a good run out 
to help in their preparation.’ 

The next Gathering takes 
place in Cowal on Sunday, 
March 8 and Taynuilt are 
hosting a mini festival this 
coming Sunday. 

Alive and well
Billy said: ‘Rugby is alive 

and well in Argyll and with 
boys from all over the area 
attending regional train-
ing and selection camps this 
week in Glasgow there seems 
to be plenty of talent com-
ing through in the next few 
years.

‘This is only able to happen 
because of the commitment 
of local coaches and volun-
teers who give up their time 
week in and week out to take 
coaching sessions, travel with 
the kids and help with run-
ning their clubs.

‘Volunteers are the back-
bone of rugby development 
in the area and all the clubs 
are keen to recruit new mem-
bers, so if anyone is inter-
ested in helping out please 
contact your local club.’ 

Argyll’s youth development 
plan kicks in as minis and 
under-16s show their worth

Rugby

Oban girls enjoyed a fi nal warm-up match before their cup game at Atholl.

Argyll under-16s avenged their cup defeat to Cambuslang.

Obermory firing on all cylinders on snow-coated home pitch
Rugby

a turn-over and number eight 
Calum MacLachlan clinched 
a try, followed by a wonder-
ful kick by inside centre An-
gus MacCallum. 

The ball was collecting 
snow to make the passing 
and catching even harder but 
at the scrums the front row of 
Duncan Buchanan, Euan Mc-
Fie and prop Fergus Moore 
working well. 

Scrum-half Ciaran Whyte 
complemented his forwards’ 
effort, controlling the pace of 
the game. 

Boroughmuir did manage 
to get past the Argyll defence 
but  could only get a penalty.

Boroughmuir’s stand-off 
converted to gain three points 
to bring the score to 7-3.

Argyll kept the lead into 
half-time and coach Murray 

through the second half with 
some schoolchildren allowed 
to the rugby club to support 
the home side. The condi-

tions contributed to a number 
of silly mistakes, such as, 
hands in the ruck, playing 
the ball on the deck and some  

high-tackles. The rucks were 
quickly over with players not 
wanting to stay on the freez-
ing ground. The young home 

side worked the ball out wide 
a few times with Ross Muir 
and Kyle MacLean on each 
wing and outside centre Ru-

aridh Aitken, with strong 
running improved the pace.

This open play allowed  
MacCallum and Aitken to 
burst through the Borough-
muir defence, winning a pen-
alty. 

MacCallum put over anoth-
er brilliant conversion.

Worsened
As the conditions wors-

ened, both teams started to 
lose their footing and the 
line-outs weren’t so straight. 

Argyll were trapped within 
their 22 for most of the last 
10 minutes.

However, they managed to 
keep the ball out of the scor-
ing area until the fi nal whis-
tle and were relieved to hear 
the fi nal whistle. 

Both teams were grateful 
to the referee who managed 
the game well, watching both 
teams very carefully.

Shinty
Marine Harvest South Division Two

Aberdour 2 Oban Celtic 3

Shinty
Marine Harvest North Division Two

Kilmallie 4 Lovat 0

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 
 The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 per week 
until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must 
be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will be 
void.  Prizes will be shared between those submitting correct entries.
 If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded that 
week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4HB by 12noon on Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Office, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
 No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 
or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
 The Company’s decision is final on all matters relating to the competition 
and no correspondence will be entered into. The final decision rests with 
the Company.
 In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
 The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
 Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 (note) for 20 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules.
How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£1050

CompetitionSpot the SHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball winners, who each receive £25 are: 
J Birt, Oban and C Peterson, Lochgilphead
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Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00

Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory  +0.16
Dover +5.30

Sponsored by 
NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550

Tides

the weather
Sponsored by 

NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Thursday
Expected to be cloudy with a mixture of sunny spells and 

showers. Winds moderate westerly to 
north-westerly. Temperatures 4ºC to 7ºC

Friday
Expected to be cloudy with some rain at times. Winds 

moderate south-westerly.Temperatures 7ºC to 9ºC. 
Weekend Outlook 

Again expected to be cloudy with a mixture of sunny 
spells and showers becoming wintry at times. Winds 

moderate westerly throughout. 
Temperatures 1ºC to 8ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist - Moderate

Oban to Coll/Tiree -As above
Kennacraig to Islay - As above

Tide tables for Oban during the week from 
Thursday, February 19, 2009
are listed below with differences 
for major ports listed beneath. 

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
 Date  am    pm
Thur 01.15 2.8 06.58 2.1 15.36 2.7 20.30 2.0
Fri 02.58 2.9 09.32 2.0 16.15 2.9 21.51 1.8                 
Sat 03.51 3.1 10.26 1.8 16.26 3.1 22.34 1.5
Sun 04.29 3.4 11.00 1.5 16.49 3.3 23.08 1.2
Mon 05.03 3.6 11.30 1.3 17.20 3.6 23.38 1.0
Tues 05.37 3.8 11.58 1.1 17.51 3.7 **.** *.*
Wed 00.07 0.9 06.09 4.0 12.28 0.9 18.20 3.8
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Pool

Rugby

Sponsored by NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler 01631-562550
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Oban snowmen’s top ten finish
RallyingTWO Oban teams fi nished in 

the top ten of last weekend’s 
Snowman Rally in Inverness 
but it was a Fort Augustus 
driver who took the laurels.

Number 29 seed Reay 
MacKay scored a surprise 
win in a rally where deep 
snow caused havoc for the 
top seeds.

Scottish champion Jimmy 
Girvan lost 25 minutes on the 
fi rst stage as he slid his Sub-
aru into a snowdrift and the 
fi nal stage of the event had to 
be cancelled due to the condi-
tions.

Inverness driver Stephen 
Campbell took second overall 
with Jock Armstrong third in 
his Subaru Impreza. 

The event, also the fi rst round 
of the Scottish Rally Champi-
onship, had 135 competing 
crews and certainly lived up 
to its name with the stages 
covered in up to 12 inches of 
snow and ice, making driving 
conditions extremely tricky.

Oban team Willie Bon-
niewell and Neil Ewing rac-

ing in the Subaru Impreza 
fi nished in sixth position in a 
time of 58 minutes and 8 sec-
onds.

Finishing in ninth place 
were Oban team Shaun Sin-
clair and Chris Hamill in the 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evo 6 in a 
time of 58:31.

The event was won by Reay 
MacKay and Robert Mac-
Donald from Fort Augustus 
in their Metro 6R4 - the crew 
delighted to secure their fi rst 
Scottish championship win.

Oban driver Willie Bon-
niewell nad co-driver Neil 
Ewing were happy with the 
result as it was the fi rst time 
they had raced together.

Likewise Shaun Sinclair and 
Chris Hamill were pleased to 
get their championship off to 
a solid start fi nishing only 23 
seconds behind Bonniewell.

Fionnphort youngster Craig 
Rutherford and co-driver 
Derek Forsyth from Conon 
Bridge secured 35th place in 

their Vauxhall Nova and sec-
ond in class two in their fi rst 
Snowman Rally.

Another promising Mull 
driver John MacCrone, Der-
vaig, co-driven by Peter 
MacCrone from Ulva Ferry,  
brought his Peugeot 205 home 
in 71st position on a day that a 
fi nish was a result in itself.

Not so fortunate were the 
Oban-based Lockhart broth-
ers, Steven and Kevin, who 
got their Mitsubishi Evo 6 
stuck on a snowbank on the 
fi rst stage putting them out of 
the event.

The next round of the Scot-
tish Championship is the Bor-
der Counties Rally based in 
Jedburgh on March 20 and 21 
2009.

Reay Mackay said: ‘To win 
any event is fantastic but to 
win my home rally is just a 
dream come true. 

‘I’m conscious we took ad-
vantage of the situation which 
hampered the top seeds, but 
we did what we had to do. Be-
lieve me, it’s a great win.’

Snowman Rally 2009 results 
1 Reay MacKay/Rbt MacDonald 55.15
2 Steven Campbell/Graham Law 56.15
3 Jock Armstrong/Kirsty Riddick 56.26
4 David Bogie/Kevin Rae 57.34
5 Rory Young/Allan Cathers 57.53
6 Willie Bonniewell/Neil Ewing 58.08
7 John Morrison/Martin Forrest 58.17
8 Donnie MacDonald/Paul Beaton 58.17
9 Shaun Sinclair/Chris Hamill 58.31
10 Malloch Nicoll/Robert Lumgair 58.38

Oban rally driver Willie Bonniewell negotiates stage one of the aptly named Snowman Rally near Inverness at the weekend. 

Saints reach last 16 of Scottish Cup
Football

Oban Saints
youth teams

CIERAN Jackson and Kieran 
MacInnes scored for Saints 
under 14s in a 2-0 win against 
Renton.

The under 16s had no game 
and the under 13s game also 
against Renton was post-
poned.

 Oban Saints Under 17s won 
3-1 against Goldenhill with 
Lewis Cameron scoring a hat-
trick.

The under 19s game against 
St Andrews was postponed.

This weekend’s fi xtures:
Under 13s (no game)
Torrance v Under 14s 
Under 16s v Gourock 
Under 17s v St Mirren BC 
Under 19s (no game)

SAINTS entertained Ayrshire 
side Carrick in the sixth round 
of the Foster’s Scottish Ama-
teur Cup at Mossfi eld Stadium 
last Saturday with the win-
ners facing a home tie gainst 
Bellshill Derby in the last 
16 of the competition which 
started with 598 teams. 

The Oban side have been 
a bit inconsistent in the last 
couple of games, but on Sat-
urday they turned in a fi rst 
class performance against a 
resolute Carrick side who are 
presently sitting on top of the 
Ayrshire First Division.

Saints manager Iain Jackson 
brought Keith Millar, who has 
been injured for the past four 
months, back into the start-
ing line-up. He also decided 
to play Allan MacKay and 
Donald Campbell up front in 
a twin striking role.

Just before the interval Saints 
could have scored when Don-
ald Campbell slipped a great 
ball through to Willie Gem-
mell, but he sliced his shot 
way off target.

The half time interval ar-
rived with no scoring which 
was probably about right as 

there were no clear cut chanc-
es created by either team.

However the home side took 
the lead in the 54th minute 
with a brilliant solo goal from 
Donald Campbell who turned 
several Carrick defenders in-
side out before despatching 
a low shot past keeper Jarrid 
Nisbet.

The Ayrshire men came 
storming back into the game 
and Saints have goalkeeper 
Graham Douglas to thank for 
touching a Kevin Livingstone 
free kick onto the bar.

Saints knew they needed 
that vital second goal to give 
them a bit of breathing space 
and this they got in the 66th 
minute and what a cracker of 
a goal it was.

The ball was cleared by the 
Carrick defence, but it fell 
kindly for Ross Graham fully 
25 yards from goal and the 

Saints midfi elder thundered 
a daisy-cutter, which took 
a slight defl ection, past the 
helpless Jarrid Nisbet to make 
the score 2-0. 

Carrick were stung by this 
reversal and were unlucky 
when another Kevin Living-
stone free kick hit the top of 
the bar.

The visitors, with nothing 
to lose, pushed men forward 
in an attempt to get back into 
the game and got a goal back 
with three minutes to go when 
the Saints defence, who had 
been solid all afternoon, got 
caught out by a cross into the 
box and Brian Milligan stole 
in to head the ball home.

Manager Iain Jackson was 
delighted by the performance. 
He said: ‘I thought we played 
some good football today, the 
boys looked comfortable on 
the ball and we scored two 
good goals. Carrick certainly 
made us work, but I think we 
deserved to go through to the 
last 16.’

The Oban side are at home 
again this Saturday at 2pm 
when they play Stirling Uni in 
the West of Scotland Cup.

Donald Campbell jinks past Carrick defender John McGregor 
during last Saturday’s Scottish Cup tie at Mossfi eld Stadium.
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Scottish
Amateur Cup

6th Round
Oban Saints 2

Carrick 1

A STRONG Oban team were 
up against GHK on Saturday 
after two weeks off because 
of frozen pitches and they put 
up a stern display in the face 
of the league leaders.

Oban welcomed back some 
big game players with Michael 
Macdonald back from Stirling 
and Corrie Louw returning. 

In the early stages Oban 
were extremely dominant in 
the scrum with the front row 
of Macdonald, MacQueen 
and Downie proving to be a 
handful.

However a lineout on Oban’s 
ten metre line enabled GHK 
to attack Oban’s backline 
from deep and a well worked 
move sucked in the Oban de-
fence to allow GHK to score 
in the corner. 

With the conversion unsuc-
cessful Oban started afresh 
and immediately put the pres-
sure on with Lawrence Hind-
ly catching the ball from the 
restart.

Some strong, hard running 
from Cameron and Struan 
Smith put Oban on the front 
foot which resulted in some 

excellent forward play with 
direct running and support 
from Andy MacDougall and 
David Hunter. This resulted 
in Robin MacQueen taking a 
short ball and crashing over 
underneath the posts for a 
well deserved try. 

Skipper Gary McEwan then 
converted to make the score-

line 7-5 to the home side. 
Oban then seemed to take 
their foot off the pedal but 
just as it looked as if they 
were putting phases together 
again GHK intercepted a pass 

and their fl y half went under 
the posts to score. 

Oban were struggling in 
the lineout and GHK were 
putting them under a lot of 
pressure, eventually breaking  
through just before half time 
with their full back offl oad-
ing the ball and scoring in the 
corner.

With the half time score 19-7 
to the visitors and a stern half 
time talk by coach Murray 
Hamilton, Oban received the 
kick off and it immediately 
looked as if they were going 
to turn it around.

Good territorial kicking by 
fl y half Robert Wright and 
strong direct running by Mark 
MacQueen and Chris Mac-
donald saw Oban fi ght there 
way into GHK’s half.

Oban played some great rug-
by in the GHK 22 with some 
excellent forward play and 
the backs linking extremely 
well.

Eventually it paid off as 
Michael Macdonald thun-
dered over for a well deserved 
try. 

With time running out Oban 
received a penalty which Gary 
McEwan narrowly missed.

Oban can be proud that they 
won the second half with the 
GHK coach commenting that 
Oban were the hardest team 
they had played all season.

Oban can take confi dence 
into next week’s match against 
Aberdeen University. 

Strong Oban side unlucky against league leaders

Graham MacEachan starts an attack during Saturday’s match at Glencruitten. t08rug01

West Division One
Oban 12 GHK 19

Football

IN THE Lorn Carpet Bowls 
league this week the winners 
of the North Connel open 
doubles were Neil McCor-
kindale and Alister Dickie. 
Runners up were Phil and Oly 
Hemmings.

Winners of the Easdale open 
doubles were Sandy Carr and  
Ronald Gordon. Runners 
up were Colin and Graham 
Campbell.

Winners of the Kilmore 
open doubles were Ivor and 
Stewart McLean. Runners up 
were Allan McFadyen and 
Eddie Holland.

Lorn Carpet Bowls League
                                                    Pl  Pts                   
Cairnbaan                                     8   55
Kilmore                                        8   46
Benderloch                                   9   37
North Connel                                8   34
Connel                                          8   24
Easdale                                         9   24
Taynuilt                                        8   12

Bowling

Open doubles 
winners

Lancaster lead league

1 Lancaster                                   
2 Balmoral A       
3 Markie Dans      
4 Lochavullin A    
5 Lochavullin B    
6 Claredon             
7 Cellar                
8 Lochnell           
9 Gluepot
10 Balmoral B
11 Kelvin     

Pl  Pts
15  24
15  22
15  22
14  18
14  14
14  12
15  12
14  10
14  4
15  4
15  2
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