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SAMS will lead 
Arctic project

Mull road closed 
for a fortnight

Views sought on 
Gaelic funding

DUNBEG-BASED Scottish Associ-
ation for Marine Science (SAMS) 
is set to lead the UK’s Arctic 
research over the next � ve years 
through major projects worth 
more than £5million. SAMS won 
two of four major research grants 
in the Natural Environment 
Research Council’s (NERC) £10 
million Changing Arctic Ocean 
programme. SAMS researchers 
are also involved in the other two 
projects. Full story, page seven.

ARGYLL and Bute Council has 
been successful in securing 
Scottish Government funding-
to help ‘strengthen and grow 
Gaelic’ across the area. 

Communities can now help 
decide how £15,000 could be 
used. Ideas  can be posted 
and discussed at  https://ar-
gyll-bute.yrpri.org/group/894 
until March 6.

THE B8035 on Mull was closed 
on Monday at Knock Farm near 
Gruline to allow urgent repairs to 
Knock Bridge over the River Ba.

The road will be closed for two 
weeks and Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil hopes to complete the works 
within that period but warned it 
may take longer depending on 
what the workers � nd.

Meanwhile, there is an alterna-
tive route via the A849 and the 
southern section of the B8035.

The council has apologised 
for any inconvenience and will 
consider what weight restrictions 
will be necessary in the future.

Royal Marine Commandos were warmly welcomed at Dunbeg Primary School. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Excitement as 
Marines drop in

Fury over airport oil depot
RESIDENTS of a travellers’ 
site near Oban have slammed 
the council after approval was 
given for an oil depot within 
yards of their homes.

The people living at Ledaig, 
close to Oban Airport, say they 
fear for their safety and that of 
their children.

They believe the fuel depot 
could be a ‘hazard’ to their 
homes and children walking 
to school, but permission was 
granted by Argyll and Bute 
Council last week.

Fuel supplier Oilfast applied 
to build the oil depot, com-
prising two portable buildings, 
four storage tanks and a metal 
fence on council-owned land 
once used by its roads depot for 
salt storage, at the end of Oban 
Airport’s runway. 

Across the road are eight pitches 
in the Ledaig Travelling Persons’ 
Site, leased by Argyll Community 
Housing Association.

Mary MacDonald, who lives 
at the Ledaig site with her 
husband and disabled daughter, 
said: ‘When I first heard about 
it, I did not realise it would be 
at my front door, so I did not do 
anything about it until it was too 
late. I cannot read or write.

‘It is so close. What would be 
the problem of moving it closer 
to the airport and have the 
lorries come in from the airport 
road?

‘These big lorries that come 
in, they do not slow down. 
There will be big contractors 
coming in.

‘This is a residential area. I 
think it is going to be a real 
hazard for children.’

Twenty-four individuals raised 
objections, including Ardchat-

tan Community Council, which 
had safety concerns about the 
proximity of large volumes 
of flammable fuel so close to 
the travellers’ homes, and the 
threat HGV tankers posed to 
children walking to the school 
bus, dog-walkers and cyclists on 
the new Sustrans Route 78 cycle 
path. 

Councillors Anne Horn, 
Julie McKenzie and Isobel 
Strong, and Argyll and Bute 
MP Brendan O’Hara also made 
representations.

On Wednesday last week, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s Plan-
ning, Protective Services and 
Licensing (PPSL) committee 
approved the oil depot. 

The planners’ report, which 
urged councillors to grant per-
mission, argued most objections 
related to the site’s use, ‘which is 
not up for consideration’.

It continued: ‘The use of the 

site for the storage and distribu-
tion of oil at the proposed scale 
does not constitute a material 
change of use. The determining 
issue solely relates to siting, 
layout and design.

‘Sustrans are on record as 
stating a minor road is suitable 
for unaccompanied 11-year-olds 
to use provided there are fewer 
than 1,000 vehicular move-
ments per day. It is unlikely 
the proposed development will 
result in more than 1,000.’ 

Signs advising motorists of an 
‘advisory speed limit’ would be 
erected as a condition, it added.

The reports states that the 
maximum quantity of fuel to be 
stored would be 243 tonnes.

At the meeting, area team 
leader Sandra Davies added: 
‘There is no petroleum to be 
stored on this site – purely do-
mestic heating oil, diesel.’

Councillor George Freeman 

asked if the plans showed a 
‘burning’ blast area, to which Ms 
Davies replied she would need 
to check, but ‘it could be added 
as a condition if required’.

Councillor Rory Colville drew 
attention to the landscaping, 
saying: ‘It seems contradictory 
that we are planting trees, but 
not trees that attract birds.’

Angus Gilmore, head of plan-
ning and regulatory services, 
replied: ‘We were mindful we 
did not want to do something 
that would encroach on the 
operational area.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
added: ‘Because this was a 
council asset, it was unanimous-
ly approved at the area commit-
tee meeting to lease the site to 
Oilfast. This is a very regulated 
industry and the many issues 
have been addressed.’

Afterwards, Oban North 
and Lorn Councillor Julie 

McKenzie reacted, saying: ‘I 
am incredibly disappointed the 
committee did not take this to a 
public hearing for the travellers 
to have their say. These are peo-
ple who cannot read or write.’

She added that Councillor 
McCuish’s argument did ‘not 
stack up’. 

She said: ‘There was a lack 
of info at that stage. It was not 
made clear how close the site 
was to the travellers. No-one 
has worked out a blast area.’

Councillor Freeman, she said, 
had also pointed out an ‘anom-
aly’ in the tanks’ storage ca-
pacity. She said: ‘The planning 
application was based on 240 
tonnes and it is now 370 tonnes. 
The capacity is almost double 
that proposed. [Cllr Freeman] 
asked for an adjournment, but 
could not get anyone to second 
him, sadly.’
� Opinion – page four.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Plan to ‘name and shame’ dropped
A PLAN to ‘name and shame’ 
non-payment of fixed penal-
ties for dog fouling has been 
shown the red card by Argyll 
and Bute Council officials.

Elected members asked 
officers to find out the legal po-
sition on naming those people 
who allowed their dogs to foul 
but didn’t pay the penalties.

But at a council meeting today 
(Thursday), councillors will be 
told that legal advice means it 
cannot make ‘shaming’ part of 
its policy.

Council papers said: ‘The 
legal advice we have received 
confirms that we cannot name 
and shame individuals when 
fixed penalty notices are issued. 
It would only be possible to 

name an individual if the fixed 
penalty charge is not paid 
within the allotted time. The 
council sends a report to the 
procurator fiscal and the case is 
then heard with the person be-
ing convicted of an offence.

‘Officers have not been able to 
find details of any other Scottish 
authority which names and 
shames for dog fouling.  

‘The council does look to pur-
sue non-payments through the 
procurator fiscal where this 
situation arises but these inci-
dences are few and far between.

‘These cases are likely to be 
reported in the local media, 
negating the need for a specific 
policy of naming and shaming 
offenders.

‘The council does not cur-
rently have a policy of naming 
and shaming those convicted of 
other offences it enforces and 
introducing it only for this 
offence may raise questions as 
to why this issue is being dealt 
with differently.

‘Council officers are in 
discussion with Keep Scotland 
Beautiful with a view to running 
a council-wide dog fouling cam-
paign in spring 2017.’

Argyll and Bute Council en-
vironmental wardens currently 
enforce legislation that allows 
officers to issue £80 fixed 
charge notices to people who 
fail to lift their dog’s faeces. The 
monetary penalty was increased 
from £40 to £80 in April 2016 by 

the Scottish Parliament. But the 
council report added: ‘Our war-
dens’ presence in dog-walking 
areas usually results in owners 
picking up after their dogs and 
very few penalty notices being 
issued.

‘Limited information is 
received from members of the 
public regarding offending in-
dividuals. Where information is 
received and where individuals 
are prepared to give evidence, 
we are able to pursue the indi-
vidual responsible for allowing 
their dog to mess by issuing a 
fixed penalty, providing a writ-
ten statement is provided by the 
witness and where the council 
has reason to believe an offence 
has been committed.’

THERE was great excitement this week at 
Rockfield Joint Campus and Dunbeg Pri-
mary when the Royal Marine Commandos 
came to call.

The visit was organised by Jean MacPher-
son and the Commandos were delighted to 
drop in to say ‘hello’ and ‘thank you’ as Ms 
MacPherson is a great fundraiser for the Ma-
rines. Her brother-in-law, Gordon, was killed 
on the last day of the Falklands conflict.

Rockfield head teacher Caroline Fother-
gill, along with some of the pupils, helped 
Ms MacPherson hand over a cheque to 
fund a memorial garden at the Marines’ 
HQ in Arbroath in memory of those who 
have died in conflict.

At Dunbeg, pupils also presented Ser-
geant Paul MacShannon with a cheque. Sgt 
MacShannon has an Argyll connection – he 
comes from Lochdon on Mull – and Gordon 
MacPherson was a former Dunbeg  pupil.
� More pictures on page seven.
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Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay
Kildalton Castle
STANDING surrounded by wood-
land north-east of Port Ellen is the 
ruined Victorian country house 
known as Kildalton Castle.

It was designed by architect John 
Burnet in 1867 and built three years 
later for local landowner, distiller 
and politician John Ramsay, who 
had taken out a lease on the run-
down Port Ellen distillery. 

Ramsay reversed the fortunes of 
the ailing distillery, improved the 
island port’s docking facilities and 
was also a pioneer of whisky exports 
to the Americas.

His Scots baronial-style home 
stood then in a 54,000-acre moor-
land estate and consists of two-storey 
accommodation wings dominated by 
a four-storey keep connected to a 
five-storey tower.

Ramsay also served as a JP, was a 
deputy lieutenant for Argyll, and was 
elected as MP for Stirling Burghs in 
1868 and as the member for Falkirk 
Burghs in 1878. 

He died in 1892 and the estate and 
distillery passed to his widow and 
son who sold the distillery to the 
Distillers Company in 1920.

Two years later, the Kildalton 
estate was sold to John Talbot 
Clifton, a wealthy landowner from 
Lytham in Lancashire and whose 
main interests were shooting and 
world travel. 

Some of the animal species he 
came across during his extensive 
travels were new to science and, as 
a result, he gave his name to a type 
of Siberian sheep and a Canadian 
marmot.

Clifton was married to the English 
writer Violet Beauclerk, whose 
biography of her husband The Book 
of Talbot won her the James Tait 
Black Memorial prize for literature 
in 1933.

Talbot Clifton’s last venture was 

an expedition to Timbuktu in which 
he was accompanied by his wife. 
He took ill en route and the couple 
headed for Santa Cruz in Tenerife 
where he died of lung cancer in 1928.

Violet had his body embalmed and 
brought back to Islay, where he was 
buried on Cnoc Rhaonastil, which 
overlooks his island home and castle. 
She eventually left Islay and took up 
residence in Lytham Hall where she 
died in 1961. 

With her departure from the 
island, Kildalton Castle’s years of 
steady decline and neglect began. 

In the intervening years, portions 
of a once large estate have been sold 
off.

There is little doubt that Talbot 
Clifton’s lifestyle made heavy in-
roads into the family wealth and his 
sons went on to completely dissipate 
what remained.

Gradually, the castle building 
deteriorated and the collapse of the 
floors and parts of the roof leaves 
only a shell standing. It is now con-

sidered unsafe and is registered as ‘a 
building at risk’.

Various attempts to restore the 
building by the Middleton family, 
current owners of the house and its 
policies, have come to nothing and 
it remains today a crumbling 
reminder of a time and way of life 
now long gone.

Distiller’s new role
SIMON COUGHLIN, chief exec-
utive at Bruichladdich Distillery, 
is taking over the management of 
a newly created Whisky Business 
Unit within the parent group Remy 
Cointreau. 

This follows the French company’s 
recent acquisition of the Domaine 
des Hautes Glaces in France and the 
Westland Distillery in America.

The Domaine des Hautes Glaces, 
a small farm distillery high in the 
French Alps, grow its own cereals 
for distillation, while the much 

larger American concern in Seattle 
concentrates on local barley, peat 
and oak.

The parent company’s expansion 
will draw heavily on Simon’s expe-
rience at Bruichladdich as it moves 
forward. 

Although he has played a vital 
part in the distillery’s life since its 
resurrection 2000, he took over the 
chief executive position when Remy 
Cointreau bought the distillery in 
2012.

While former wine merchant 
Simon will remain Islay-based, he 
will be in overall control of the three 
companies.

Taking over as the new chief ex-
ecutive will be Douglas Taylor, the 
current global brand director, who 
has been part of the Bruichladdich 
team for the past six years.

Hugh Smith, 
4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 

Islay PA43 7JX. 
Telephone: 01496 810 658

Kildalton Castle. Simon Coughlin

Lifeboat transfers 
patient from Mull
OBAN lifeboat was launched on 
Saturday January 21 to assist with 
a medical transfer from the Isle of 
Mull.

The Mora Edith MacDonald was 
requested to launch on service 
at 2.04am to help the Scottish 
Ambulance Service with a med-
ical transfer of a casualty from 
Craignure.

The volunteer crew departed 
Oban with two paramedics 
onboard, arriving alongside at 
Craignure  by 2.55am. With the 
assistance of the Craignure Coast 
Rescue Team, the casualty was 
safely transferred to the lifeboat.

Arriving back in Oban by 
3.45am, the casualty was trans-
ferred on to a waiting ambulance 
with the  help of Oban’s Coast 
Rescue Team.

Piers and 
harbour 
study is 
launched

New care 
complex 
welcomed

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
launched a consultation on fees 
and charges at its piers and 
harbours this week.

The current fees throughout 
Argyll and Bute have never been 
standardised and the consul-
tation will help to simplify the 
current system and ensure the 
long-term future of these key 
transport links.

Councillor Ellen Morton, 
chairwoman of Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Harbour Board, 
explained: ‘The 39 piers and 
harbours owned and operated 
by the council are vitally im-
portant to the local economy, 
bringing people and goods into 
Argyll and Bute, and providing 
local communities with vital 
transport links.

‘There are substantial costs 
associated with operating so 
many differing piers, from the 
small, unmanned and quiet 
leisure slips like Keills, south of 
Tayvallich and Lagg on Jura to 
the large, busy ferry ports like 
Craignure on Mull and Rothe-
say on Bute.

‘In line with good practice, 
in the interests of ensuring the 
council is making the most of 
its assets, a review of fees and 
charges at our piers and har-
bours has been carried out. We 
are now looking to consult with 
users and members of the public 
on a set of general proposals.

‘I would encourage anyone 
with an interest in the council’s 
piers and harbours to take the 
time to give us their views.

‘The feedback from the con-
sultation will be used to inform 
the final plans.’

The consultation can be 
accessed at: https://www.ar-
gyll-bute.gov.uk/consultations/
fees-and-charges-piers-and-
harbours.

Development 
consultation
WESTERN Isles Council has 
published its plans for local 
development and is now asking 
people to comment. The plan 
and associated documents forms 
the comhairle’s approach to the 
development of land in the Outer 
Hebrides over the next 20 years. 
The comhairle is inviting commu-
nities, organisations, businesses 
and individuals to have their say.

Go to www.cne-siar.gov.uk/
planningservice/devplanconsul-
tations.asp.

HEALTH board officials and 
members of a project board 
met to discuss the outline busi-
ness case for a proposed care 
complex in Castlebay, Barra – 
significantly moving the project 
forward after a delay.

Scottish Government and 
NHS Western Isles officials also 
met shortly before Christmas 
to discuss the facility in Barra 
called St Brendan’s. 

Western Isles MSP Alasdair 
Allan welcomed the news. He 
said: ‘The delays to this im-
portant project are something 
I have raised in the past. It is 
beyond doubt that the current 
building has to be replaced. 

‘Recent correspondence I have 
received from the health secre-
tary, Shona Robison, informed 
me that the government expects 
NHS Western Isles to submit 
the outline business case in late 
spring or early summer.

‘This is very welcome progress 
and I look forward to learning 
more details about the timetable 
when I next meet with the health 
board.’

Barra Councillor Donald 
Manford added: ‘Myself and 
other members of the project 
board had a positive meeting 
with the health board.

‘I am satisfied that the project 
seems to have been pulled 
back on track. There is still a 
great deal of work that needs 
to be done and there is a tight 
timeline. However, we are now 
moving in the right direction.

‘It is widely recognised that 
the current hospital is unfit for 
purpose and that a new facility 
has been needed for some time.’

Island’s business hit hard 
by late summer timetable
A DELAY in publishing Cal-
mac’s summer timetable has 
cost Islay and Jura’s tourist busi-
nesses dear, with one reporting 
a 32 per cent drop in bookings, 
the islands’ tourism group has 
claimed.

This month Argyll and Bute 
MSP Michael Russell welcomed 
CalMac’s ‘late’ 2017 summer 
timetable, but added: ‘There are 
some disappointments, includ-
ing the inability of CalMac to 

respond fully to what the Islay 
communities say they need.’

Jack Fleming, chairman 
of Islay and Jura Tourism and 
Marketing Group, expressed re-
lief but added the delay had cost 
local tourism business. He said: 
‘The delay in the release was 
highly detrimental, illustrated 
by one case of accommodation 
inquiries being 10 per cent up on 
the year but actual bookings be-
ing 32 per cent down – a common 
story across the membership.

‘While some of those inquiries 
will now convert to bookings, 

it must also be true many will 
already have decided to go else-
where. We simply cannot afford 
the risks associated with such 
late publication of timetables.

‘After many years of disruption 
at peak periods, Easter and sum-
mer most recently, we desperate-
ly need to establish Islay’s and 
Jura’s reputations as convenient 
destinations. Reliable ferry ser-
vices and the timely availability 
of booking, are the foundation 
of that.’

Jim Porteous, secretary of 
the Islay Community Council 

Ferry Committee, added the 
community’s disappointment 
that ‘CalMac rejected [our] 
proposal for additional weekend 
sailings for the full timetable, 
and that the extra sailings will 
once again be limited to the 
months of July and August and 
special events.

‘The reasons given by CalMac 
were that last summer these 
extra sailings on Thursday and 
Friday evenings were not well 
used and that Saturdays, which 
our committee had requested 
instead of Thursdays, were 

currently not possible. The com-
mittee informed CalMac that the 
late extra sailings were unpopu-
lar and at inconvenient times for 
the community and visitors. 

‘To obtain significant ex-
tra benefit, CalMac would have 
to negotiate with hauliers to use 
them for freight, and thereby 
free up more peak demand 
daytime space.’

He added: ‘CalMac has said 
that it will be engaging with 
hauliers, review performance in 
2017 and potentially reconsider 
for 2018.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Islanders hope the vehicle mezzanine on the MV Finlaggan will be repaired next month, increasing its car capacity by 20 per cent for the 2017 summer timetable.

Rare gull settles in Kintyre
READER Nick Fletcher of the 
Argyll Hotel at Bellochantuy in 
Kintyre had a very unusual vis-
itor to the beach near his hotel.

Mr Fletcher said: ‘Thought 
you may be interested in an un-
usual visitor we have to Argyll.

‘This winter we have a Glaucous 
gull spending quite some time on 

the beach at Bellochantuy Bay 
outside our hotel. From what I 
can tell, it is a fairly rare sight.’

The Glaucous gull is a large 
pale gull with white wing 
tips. Younger birds are creamy 
white or more biscuit-coloured, 
depending on age. All have pale 
wingtips.

It is bigger than a herring 
gull and bulkier, with a fiercer 
expression, larger beak and 
squarer head than the smaller 
but virtually identically-plum-
aged Iceland gull.

The gull is rare and only 170 
pairs are thought to be in the 
UK for winter passage.
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Opposition MSPs hail victory 
in vote to save board of HIE
SCOTTISH Government 
plans to abolish the board of 
Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise (HIE) were shot down at 
Holyrood last week.

Opposition MSPs have been 
united in their fight against 
the SNP plans to scrap the 
HIE board and absorb it into a 
Scotland-wide body.

The government was defeated 
in it’s plans last Wednesday 
(January 18) by just one vote 
as opposition voted 64 to 63 
against the SNP.

During the debate, Scotland’s 
cabinet secretary for the econ-
omy Keith Brown stated HIE 
was not solely responsible for 
much of what has happened in 
the Highlands, claiming success 
had come through a joint effort 

between the board and the 
government.

He said: ‘One example is the 
huge Rio Tinto project. Saving 
those jobs and building on them 
will have a huge economic im-
pact on the area, given the pop-
ulation sparsity. That was the 
result of a joint effort between 
Scottish Enterprise and HIE.’

And SNP MSP Kate Forbes 
hit back at what she described 
as ‘misleading claims’ from op-
position MSPs about the future 
of HIE.

The Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch MSP responded to 
Conservative MSP Douglas 
Ross’s tweet claiming HIE 
would be moved to the central 
belt, saying it was ‘downright 
lies’.

During the debate Mr Ross 
said: ‘Calling Scottish Con-
servatives liars because we have 

taken such a strong position 
against the SNP’s centralisation 
plans begs the question why we 
have gained so much support 
for our opposition.’

Following the debate, Ms 
Forbes said there was room 

for improvement within HIE 
and hoped that stage two of 
the government’s review would 
lead to help empowering the 
enterprise.

She said: ‘Let’s be clear – HIE 
is not under threat. It will still 

be Highland-centred, High-
land-based and Highland-run.

‘I’m amazed at the gross exag-
geration, empty hyperbole and 
irresponsible superlatives that 
have dominated the discussion 
on HIE’s future in the past few 
months.’

Opposition members have 
been celebrating the victory.

Labour MSP Rhoda Grant 
said: ‘The government’s only 
aim with this proposal is to 
continue with its relentless 
march towards centralisation 
and control.

‘This government is obsessed 
with moving power and services 
south, and repeatedly shows its 
contempt for the people of the 
Highlands and Islands.

‘I call upon all Highlanders 
and islanders to say enough is 
enough and speak out against 
this wrong-headed plan.’

And leader of the Highland 
Council, Margaret Davidson, 
said: ‘This vote sends a strong 
message to the Scottish Gov-
ernment about its incessant 
centralising agenda and we 
would now urge ministers to re-
consider their entire approach.

‘We now ask the government 
to provide guarantees that 
Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise will continue to operate 
on the basis of delivering local 
decision-making.’

Commenting after the debate 
Mr Ross said centralisation 
plans for HIE should now be 
shelved, and the government 
should allow HIE to get back to 
work.

He commented: ‘The SNP 
should listen to local commu-
nities, and now parliament, and 
scrap these ill-thought through 
proposals.’

MSP Kate Forbes, left, and council leader Margaret Davidson.

POLICE
FILES

THE FATE of a controver-
sial Tiree beach hut, built at 
Balevullin without planning 
permission, is still hanging in 
the balance – despite council-
lors meeting for a third time to 
discuss the matter, writes Sandy 
Neil.

Tiree entrepreneur Iona Larg, 
who runs surfing company 
Blackhouse Watersports on the 
island, which is billed as ‘the 
Hawaii of the north’, submitted 
two retrospective planning ap-
plications for two wooden beach 
huts at Balevullin beach and at 
Gott Bay in December 2015.

The Balevullin hut attracted 
39 objections and 100 expres-
sions of support, including 
from TV chef Hugh Fearnley 
Whittingstall, while Gott Bay 
hut attracted eight objections 
and 17 letters of support.

Planning officers recom-
mended that Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Planning, Protective 
Services and Licensing Com-
mittee (PPSL) refuse planning 
permission as a departure from 
the Local Development Plan 
(LDP).

Councillors decided to hold 
a local discretionary hearing 
in An Talla Community Hall, 
Crossapol, Tiree, on November 

28. Prior to the hearing, the ap-
plicants withdrew the planning 
application to retain the Gott 
Bay hut, which has now been 
removed.

At this meeting, councillors 
agreed to continue their delib-
erations until January 18 for 
an area capacity evaluation 
(ACE), a study produced by 
council planners to assess if 

a development constitutes an 
‘exceptional case’ to the LDP, 
and presents ‘no unacceptable 
physical impact upon an identi-
fied area of common landscape 
character’.

A draft report, presented 
last Wednesday January 18 to 
the PPSL meeting in Kilmory 
Castle by head of planning 
and regulatory services Angus 

Gilmore, concluded the Bale-
vullin hut does have a ‘mate-
rially harmful visual impact’. 
But councillors again held off 
making a decision to ‘critique’ 
the ACE.

Lomond North councillor 
George Freeman, who proposed 
the motion, said: ‘It is controver-
sial locally. We want to avoid any 
potential challenge.’ Councillor 

Roddy McCuish’s motion to de-
cide that day found no seconder 
and so was defeated.

Speaking afterwards, Iona 
Larg told The Oban Times: 
‘The saga continues. The main 
argument is that there is an al-
ternative site but it is not viable.’

Taking the hut away, she said, 
would also remove ‘our ability 
to do business, and us as a fam-
ily. I have three children on the 
island. [With the removal of the 
hut from Gott Bay] that’s half of 
our business gone already. This 
is our main business.

‘If Argyll and Bute [Council] 
are serious about population 
dec line and supporting business, 
we have to do it now, because we 
are leaving the EU: EU funding 
will go.

‘We are an environmentally-
friendly and responsible busi-
ness that is totally self-funded.  

‘We had permission from Ar-
gyll Estates, the landowner. The 
West Coast, Argyll and Tiree 
has the most consistent surf and 
it is easily accessible. We have 
to look at what we have got. We 
are supporting Tiree tourism on 
an international level. If we have 
businesses supporting families 
on islands, we should be saying, 
thank you.’

Council’s planning committee fails to make 
decision on Tiree beach hut – once again

Councillors 
have again put 

o�  making a 
decision about 
the beach hut 

on Tiree. Sur� ng 
business owner 
Iona Larg told 
the The Oban 

Times the 
decision could 

mean the end of 
her business and 
force the family 
to move o�  the 

island.

Sky lantern 
ban is on 
the cards

Barcaldine 
fi shery plan 
revealed

TV take 
on rural 
housing

A MOTION to ban sky 
lanterns and helium balloons 
is being heard at Argyll and 
Bute Council today (Thurs-
day).

The plan to ban the use of 
the balloons and sky lanterns 
is to protect wildlife on the 
land and in the sea.

Sky lanterns are popular 
at weddings and to celebrate 
festivals.

A report to councillors pro-
poses ‘that Argyll and Bute 
agree to ban the use of sky 
lanterns and helium balloon 
release from council-owned 
property in an effort to make 
the countryside safer for 
grazing livestock, prevent 
harm to wildlife at sea and 
on land, and to protect the 
environment.

‘The council is asked to 
delegate to the director of de-
velopment and infrastructure 
the authority to put in place 
arrangements to support his 
principle.’

PLANS for a £35 million 
salmon hatchery at Barcal-
dine have been submitted to 
Argyll and Bute Council.

In July, Scottish Sea Farms, 
Scotland’s second largest 
salmon farmer, announced its 
purchase of the Marine Re-
source Centre, Barcaldine, by 
Loch Creran, where it plans 
to build a new land-based 
RAS freshwater facility, or 
re-circulating aquaculture 
system, for rearing smolts to 
transfer to sea farms, creating 
up to 25 permanent jobs.

A consultation has been 
under way for six months, the 
firm’s managing director Jim 
Gallagher said, to ‘ensure we 
will develop the site in a way 
that also benefits the commu-
nity and supports sustainable 
growth. 

‘This site offers an ideal 
location providing everything 
we require in terms of power 
supply, fresh water and con-
nection to the sea.’

Some demolition has 
already taken place and, 
if planning is successful, 
Scottish Sea Farms hopes to 
begin construction later this 
year, with the first fish reared 
in the new facility entering 
the water in 2019.

Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@obantimes.
co.uk

A NEW four-part series on 
BBC ALBA examines the 
dramatic development of 
rural housing in Scotland 
over the years.

In the second part next 
Monday (January 30), builder 
Ewen MacKinnon, who has 
a passion for the beauty of 
construction, continues his 
fascinating and revealing 
journey through Scotland’s 
rural housing landscape – 
telling a story of place, people 
and home in Rural Housing.

The history of traditional 
buildings in the Highlands 
and Islands resonates particu-
larly with people today, with  
an increasing number are 
choosing to build new homes 
using the materials from early 
19th century homes and in 
line with much-loved styles, 
such as the blackhouse.

Among the buildings visited 
will be the impressive Isle of 
Lewis stone structures, the 
Bosta Iron Age House on 
Great Bernera, Uig the Norse 
Mill in nearby Shawbost, the 
S-shaped house named Oran 
na Mara on Harris, the Heb-
ridean Earth House on South 
Uist and the Carloway broch, 
Isle of Lewis. 

These buildings have also 
inspired numerous impres-
sive new island homes.

Viewers also find out about 
the fascinating wooden cran-
nogs and there will be avisit 
to the restored Gearrannan 
Blackhouse Village on Lewis, 
which has a new life as holi-
day accommodation.

Rural Housing airs on BBC 
Alba on Mondays at 8.30pm.

LOGANAIR is to increase services 
from Glasgow to Tiree and Barra this 
summer via a new agreement with 
Transport Scotland.

Extra flights will be added on both 
routes throughout the peak summer 
holiday period from June to August, 
including a total of 17 additional round 
trips added on the world-famous Glas-
gow to Barra air link this summer.

The unique service – flown by Logan-
air operating Transport Scotland’s Twin 
Otter DHC6-400 aircraft – lands on 
Barra’s beach, where flight times are 
subject to the tides. It is a hugely popular 
journey for holidaymakers, aviation en-
thusiasts and locals, and the extra flights 
will help to meet high demand during 
the holiday season.

An extra eight flights are also being 
added on the Glasgow to Tiree route, 
spread between the Twin Otter aircraft 
and larger 34-seat Saab 340 aircraft.  

Three more flights normally scheduled 
for the Twin Otter will be flown by the 
larger Saab 340s to provide extra seats 
around the time of the Tiree 10K in 
April, the Tiree Music Festival in July, 
and a gruelling ultra-marathon which 
takes place on September 10.

The boost to capacity is a result of feed-
back from island representatives, who 
are part of Loganair and Transport Scot-
land’s engagement with communities.

Jonathan Hinkles, Loganair’s manag-
ing director, said: ‘The summer months 
are always particularly busy for the 
airline and we’ve worked closely with 
Transport Scotland to provide more 
seats than ever before to Barra and 
Tiree.’

The Glasgow-Barra, Glasgow-Camp-
beltown and Glasgow-Tiree air links 
are extremely important to the remote 
communities they serve, boosting their 
economies. All are operated under a 

public service obligation commitment by 
Loganair for Transport Scotland.

Minister for Transport and the Islands 
Humza Yousaf MSP said: ‘These im-
provements come following consultation 
with local communities, so I have no 
doubt they’ll be welcomed by passengers 
who depend on the public service obli-
gation routes.

‘Not only will there be additional 
flights for both Barra and Tiree over 
the busier summer period, Loganair will 
also amend the timetables to smooth 
out the impact of the tidal variations 
at Barra on the Tiree service. This will 
offer more continuity and certainty for 
passengers.

‘These air links play a crucial role for 
the communities they serve and we will 
continue to have dialogue with island 
representatives and Loganair to make 
sure we’re offering the best possible 
service.’

Plan to increase summer service 
to Tiree and Barra takes fl ight

Loganair operates 
Twin Otter 

DHC6-400 aircraft 
on the Barra route, 

where planes 
land at the beach 
airport and where 

� ight times are 
subject to the 

tides.

TWO men were arrested 
following an altercation 
outside the Corran Halls in 
Oban on Sunday January 
22. They were later released 
from police custody, and 
reported to the procurator 
� scal for alleged assault and 
obstruction.
 
POLICE are appealing for 
information after a blue 
and black Renault vehicle 
caused an obstruction to 
the entrance of Oban’s Lorn 
and Islands Hospital on 
Glengallon Road, at 1.45pm 
on January 23. Anyone who 
witnessed the incident is 
invited to call 101 and ask 
to speak to PC Andrew 
Hogg at Oban Police O�  ce.

An illustration of what the 
new facility could look like.

OPEN DAYS
Scholarship & Whole School Open Day

Saturday 4th February 2017, 11am - 2pm
Open Doors Afternoon

Friday 17th March 2017, 2pm - 4pm
Open Doors Afternoon

Friday 28thFriday 28th April 2017, 2pm - 4pm

Exceptional academic results

Excellent modern facilities

Hockey, tennis and swimming academies

Outstanding pastoral care

Scotland’s only school equestrian centre

Over 50 extra-curricular activities

BursaBursaries and scholarships available

www.kilgraston.com
admissions@kilgraston.com - 01738 812 257

Kilgraston School - Bridge of Earn - Perth - PH2 9BQ

A leading independent boarding and day 
school for girls aged 5 - 18
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Another woeful 
planning decision
THERE is a modern verbal simile gain-
ing traction that refers to ‘low-hanging 
fruit’. It suggests, of course, that 
something is easily picked off.

It is as appropriate a phrase as any 
other to apply to Argyll and Bute 
Council’s planning committee.

Fast on the back of the planning 
authority being described in last week’s 
Oban Times as ‘not fit for purpose’ by 
Connel Community Council comes 
another woeful decision.

The good people of Connel railed 
against the planning committee over its 
decision not to enforce its own rules in 
respect of housing being built too close 
to village resident Ann Colthart’s home.

Now the committee members have 
voted to allow the creation of an oil 
depot within yards of the travellers’ site 
near to Oban Airport.

As we report this week, fuel supplier 
Oilfast applied to build the oil depot, 
which will include four storage tanks, 
at the end of Oban Airport’s runway. 
Across the road are eight pitches in 
the Ledaig Travelling Persons’ Site, 
leased by Argyll Community Housing 
Association.

More than 20 objections were lodged, 
including one from Ardchattan 
Community Council, on various 
grounds, including the danger of 
placing such large amounts of highly 
flammable fuel so close to homes and 
the threat to people’s safety posed by 
the oil tankers rumbling to and from the 
location. There were also representa-
tions made by a number of councillors 
and the area’s MP, Brendan O’Hara.

None of this washed with the planning 
committee.

Don’t be misled by the use of the 

term ‘travelling persons’ site’. It is not a 
temporary camping ground.

This is, in fact, a residential area. 
Families live here permanently and 
their children have to use the tankers’ 
access road to get to and from school. 

This is another poor decision and the 
people at Ledaig deserve better.

Our roads  still have us 
in for a bumpy ride
THERE has been a fair amount of 
comment and debate on the state of 
Argyll and Bute roads after they were 
branded the worst in Scotland.

It is indisputable that there are some 
very poor road surfaces and there are 
many potholes.

Matter have been made worse as a 
result of the time of year: winter always 
takes a greater toll on our roads.

However, the council’s budget has 
been the victim of austerity, along 
with other departments that have been 

forced to reduce spending as financial 
constraints tighten.

It looks like the bumpy ride is to be 
with us for some time to come.

Bradburys are a credit 
to the Oban area
IT WAS a pleasure to meet Dee 
Bradbury at Stirling County’s game 
against Ayr on Saturday.

Dee, who is vice-president of the 
Scottish Rugby Union, was there to 
watch her son Fergus play for the home 
side. Along with his brother Magnus, a 
Scotland internationalist, who was also 
at the game, the Bradburys bring huge 
credit to Oban Lorne RFC.

What do you think?
Let me know by writing to me at  The 
Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4 HB, or by email to mlaing@
obantimes.co.uk.

At Random MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Rockfi eld 
Centre 
gets cash 
windfall 
THE Rockfield Centre in Oban 
has been granted development 
funding of £32,423 from the Big 
Lottery Fund. 

The support comes at a vital 
time in the development of the 
centre, with work progressing 
on plans for the main building, 
which will focus on  the four 
core themes identified from the 
community – history and herit-
age, arts and culture, education 
and enterprise, and community 
wellbeing. 

The community hut in the 
grounds of the Rockfield Centre 
is already providing space for a 
range of activities with demand 
currently at a premium.

Eleanor MacKinnon, 
Rockfield’s project facilitator, 
said:  ‘The funds will enable 
us to progress all the technical 
investigations, gain additional 
specialist advice and support the 
progression of the strategic plan 
which are all requirements for 
the next stage of our journey to 
fund the main building project.’

Oban Communities Trust has 
been working to develop the 
Rockfield Centre since taking 
ownership of the former prima-
ry school building in May 2015. 

The aim is to develop a flexible 
community-owned venue as a 
centre of creativity in the heart 
of Oban that serves both local 
communities and visitors to the 
town. The centre is a charity 
and social enterprise which has 
already created a positive social 
impact through its activities. 
A varied programme of events 
continues to be hosted by the 
centre and many other partner 
organisations.

Ronnie Neil,  a trustee 
of  Oban Communities Trust, 
said: ‘The Rockfield Centre 
team is delighted with news of 
the Big Lottery funding award. 
This is another positive step 
along the road to turn the Rock-
field Centre vision into reality.’

Whisky feis 
this summer
OBAN, home to one of Scot-
land’s most venerated distill-
eries, is to be the location for a 
new whisky festival celebrating 
the water of life.

The West Coast Whisky Fèis 
will take place in July and 
is being developed by Euan 
Finlayson, of Oban Whisky and 
Fine Wines.

Mr Finlayson said: ‘We wanted 
to create an event that shows 
off the incredible whiskies that 
the West Coast has to offer. 
The aim is to offer a range of 
whiskies and masterclasses that 
can appeal to newcomers and 
aficionados alike.’

For further information, 
please visit www.westcoastwhis-
kyfeis.co.uk. Mòd date 

announced
THE Oban Provincial Mod 
2017 will take place on Friday 
and Saturday, June 2 and 3. The 
syllabus for junior and senior 
competitions will be available 
shortly.

The following song and poetry 
books including CDs are now 
available in Furan Gaelic Cen-
tre, Corran Halls: Beul-aithris 
Òigridh, Còisirean Òigridh, 
Òrain na Cloinne, Òrain aon 
Neach, Beul-aithris Inbhich 
agus Earranan Ainmichte.

Businesses 
warned of 
VAT scam
ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
Trading Standards team is 
warning local business about a 
VAT letter scam.

The people behind a previous 
UK data control scam are now 
sending out debt collection let-
ters asking for payments. These 
letters have a German address 
and are headed ‘UK – DATA 
CONTROL – missing informa-
tion on your VAT registration 
number’.

The letter says the sender is 
looking to update VAT regis-
tration numbers. If a business 
replies to the letter they then 
receive an invoice asking for 
£790 per year for three years 
for inclusion on the UK data 
control portal. 

Councillor David Kinniburgh 
said: ‘We are concerned that 
local businesses might think this 
letter is an official communica-
tion, and that they may sign and 
return the form, leading to de-
mands for payments. The letter 
is not an official communication 
– it is a scam.’

‘If anyone receives such a letter 
like this and would like advice 
please call us on 01546 605519.’

Cab drivers refuse to hike fares
ARGYLL’S taxi drivers have 
refused to increase their fares 
for fear of driving customers 
away.

All 133 of the area’s taxi op-
erators from Cowal, Lomond, 
Oban, Kintyre, Mid Argyll 
and Bute took part in Argyll 
and Bute Council’s annual 
opportunity to put up charges 
but there was unanimous 

agreement that ‘the market 
was so poor that no increase 
should be sought’ – ‘unless 
fuel prices jumped substan-
tially’, one argued.

However, the council report 
noted ‘a lack of representation 
or response to the proposed 
review of taxi fare scales for or 
against from consultees.

‘A total of 133 were consult-

ed, with four providing written 
representations.’

At Kilmory Castle last 
Wednesday, councillors on the 
Planning, Protective Services 
and Licensing Committee 
agreed with the ‘general con-
sensus from all taxi meetings 
and four written responses 
received that no increases to 
fares are made’.

Tesco boss urges groups 
to sign up for free food
OBAN’S Tesco store is appealing 
for more local charities and com-
munity groups to take advantage 
of free food going to waste each 
month, and to apply for a share of 
£8,000 in monthly grants.

Tesco’s ‘community food collec-
tions’ donate surplus food every 
night to organisations in need 
of it, but only four have applied 
in the Oban area so far: Schools 
Out Oban, Hope Kitchen, Oban 
Youth Café and Soroba Young 
Family Group.

Kenny MacCallum, lead fresh 
food manager, said: ‘Every night 
we look at what stock we will be 
wasting and we offer a selection to 
our designated charity that night. 
We text that charity, “Would you 
like that donation?”, and rather 
than it going in the bin, they can 
make use of it.’

The donations include baked 
goods, fruit, vegetables, pre-
packed meat and fish, ready 
meals, desserts, eggs and 
products in damaged packaging, 
but not pre-prepared food such 
as sandwiches and salads, or 
alcohol.

‘We have four charities that cov-
er five nights,’ Kenny continued. 
‘We have two spaces – we would 
like it to be seven nights.’

Brian Ross, store manager, add-
ed: ‘We have given 2,020 meals, 
just under a tonne of food, since 
late November. We are throwing 
stuff in the bin two days a week. 
We have probably thrown away a 
tonne.

‘It is a travesty the food that is 
wasted. If we had seven nights’ 
cover, it would make such a dif-
ference in the town. There must 
be people who are able to take 
this food.’

Any charity or community 
group interested in applying 
should visit www.fairshare.org.

Tesco staff are also urging local 
groups and charities to come 
forward and grab a grant via 
the Bags of Help scheme, which 
gives cash to local causes from 
money raised by the 5p carrier 
bag charge.

Mr Ross said too few local char-
ities and community groups had 
applied for the grants, which pay 
out £5,000, £2,000 and £1,000 
each month via a customer vote 
in the store, and he hopes many 
more will come forward.

‘There must be local organisa-
tions who can do with this cash,’ 
he said. ‘Every 5p bag you buy, 
the money goes back to charity.’

When application numbers 
increase, Tesco will decrease 
the size of its regions, which will 
benefit more local projects. 

‘It is a huge amount every 
month, if you think £8,000 could 
be going locally,’ Mr Ross said. 
‘How many people could have 
been touched by that?’

Community projects can nom-
inate themselves for a grant, or 
be nominated by customers. Visit 
the Tesco Bags of Help website.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

The new oil depot will be very close to travellers’ homes.

Oban Tesco store manager Brian Ross hands over the donated food to Jean MacPherson of Schools Out Oban.

After a storm, 
my Daddy makes 
sure everyone’s 
electricity is on

We’re ready for winter. 
Are you?

Get ready at ssen.co.uk

ssencommunity

0800 300 999

Keep your
phone charged 

Get our free 
Power Track App
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AMBITIOUS plans to secure 
£10 million of funding were 
presented to  Argyll and Bute 
Council at a meeting last Thurs-
day January 19, writes Louise 
Glen.

Argyll and Bute Council’s En-
vironment, Development and 
Infrastructure (EDI) Commit-
tee was updated on the scope 
of external funding applications 
to support economic growth 
projects throughout the council 
area.

Ongoing projects have 
secured just over £9 million 
from external sources such as 
Historic Environment Scotland, 
Sustrans and the Strathclyde 
Partnership for Transport.

With the council also commit-
ting money for these projects – 
ranging from bus infrastructure 
upgrades to major town centre 
regeneration projects – this 

means that every pound of 
council investment goes further, 
being multiplied many times 
with the help of outside funding.

There are also bids in to 
sources such as the Scottish 
Government’s Regeneration 
Capital Grant Fund as well as 

the European Union’s Euro-
pean Regional Development 
Fund for £9,636,058.

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
policy lead for sustainable 
economic growth, welcomed 
the update and the positive 
work in bringing money into the 
area. She said: ‘The figures are 
hugely impressive, but it’s about 
so much more than that.

‘The council has made a lot of 
ambitious investments in recent 
years, and it’s always a big deci-
sion to spend public money on a 
given improvement project.

‘These council investments 
give real confidence not just to 
private investors but to external 
funding agencies, showing them 
that our commitment to regen-
eration and economic growth 
is equal to theirs, giving them 
the certainty that their invest-
ments will really make things 

happen in Argyll and Bute. 
I cannot emphasise enough how 
competitive these funds are, 
and it’s a testament to the ex-
pertise of our officers, and the 
ambition of our developments, 
that we have such a successful 
track record of securing exter-
nal investment.

‘The money brought in so far 
has made a real difference to 
people in Argyll and Bute, rev-
olutionising town centres and 
creating jobs. Projects are about 
people – creating jobs for them, 
upgrading their town centres, 
putting measures in which will 
make their lives better.

‘It’s so encouraging to see the 
range of our ambition set out 
in the report which came to 
yesterday’s committee meeting. 
It’s time to talk up the future of 
Argyll and Bute, one of Scot-
land’s most promising areas.’

Council makes ambitious bids for 
around £10 million of funding

Councillor Aileen Morton.

Hands 
off Glen 
Etive, say 
mountain 
lovers

McCaig to 
turn purple 
in support 
of WASPI 
campaign

MOUNTAINEERS have 
called on Highland Council 
to reject a bid to site a 
phone mast right next to the 
road in Glen Etive, one of 
Scotland’s most famed and 
beautiful glens that leads 
from the north into Argyll, 
writes Louise Glen.

Telecomms company EE 
has sought permission to site 
a 10metre-high phone mast 
and ancillary structures at 
the roadside in the glen, at 
a prominent corner near the 
southern end of Buachaille 
Etive Mor.

Mountaineering Scotland 
has objected to the planning 
application, arguing that the 
mast – and two others being 
considered for the glen – 
would be visually intrusive in 
a landscape that has featured 
in tourism publicity, and even 
a James Bond film.

The site is also within the Ben 
Nevis and Glencoe National 
Scenic Area.

In its objection, submitted 
to the Highland Council, 
Mountaineering Scotland 
argues that an otherwise 
largely unspoiled landscape 
and visitor experience would 
be compromised.

David Gibson, CEO of 
Mountaineering Scotland, 
said: ‘Glen Etive is an icon-
ic, beautiful glen within a 
National Scenic Area – one 
which offers visitors a fan-
tastic experience of the true 
wild nature of Scotland’s 
mountains.

‘The mast and infrastruc-
ture would render some views 
utterly ordinary.

‘The proposal is simply 
unacceptable and is a poor 
example of a developer seek-
ing an expedient solution.

‘We would expect EE and 
their parent BT Group to 
exer cise better judgement of 
the true value of Scotland’s 
landscape, as an asset to be 
enjoyed by many, not exploited 
for a quick fix solution. We 
ask them withdraw the pro-
posal and think again.’

In its objection, Mountain-
eering Scotland points out 
that it is clear that a number 
of alternative locations within 
the glen could be used – as 
suggested by Scottish Natural 
Heritage – which would use 
the backdrop of the hills to 
make the visual impact less 
severe.

It states: ‘As an organisation 
representing those who enjoy 
a range of outdoor activities, 
we recognise the importance 
of effective mobile telecom-
munications, especially in the 
context of safety in the hills. 
However, we believe that in 
the case of this proposal, that 
viable alternatives are availa-
ble to the developer.

‘We object to the proposal 
and would urge EE and BT 
Group to think again.’

MCCAIG’S Tower will turn 
purple this weekend in order 
to raise awareness of Women 
Against State Pension Ine-
quality (WASPI) in Argyll 
and Bute.

The Argyll and the Isles 
branch of the organisation 
has organised ‘Paint Your 
Town Purple’ events across 
the region.

Ann Greer and Karen 
Murphy, from WASPI Argyll 
and the Isles, recently gave a 
presentation at a full council 
meeting in Kilmory.

Councillor for Oban South 
and the Isles, Roddy McCuish 
said: ‘I proposed we do our 
best and lit up the tower and 
some of the CHORD lights 
purple.

‘They were delighted with 
this and some people [from 
WASPI] are coming to Oban 
this Saturday to attend.’

The colour purple was 
chosen as it has historically 
been associated with women’s 
campaigns.

WASPI states that it is a 
campaign group that fights 
the injustice done to all 
women born in the 1950s, 
who have been affected by the 
changes to the state pension 
law.

Although it agrees with 
equalisation, it does not 
agree with ‘the unfair way the 
changes were implemented, 
leaving [the women with] 
no time to make alternative 
plans’.

Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@obantimes.
co.uk

Special day aims to raise 
awareness of young carers
WHAT do you want to be when 
you grow up? That is the theme 
for Young Carers Awareness 
Day, which takes place today, 
Thursday January 26.

The Oban-based organisation, 
North Argyll Young Carers 
Centre, has more than 100 young 
carers registered, aged between 
eight and 18.

The Oban Times spoke to 
some of them ahead of the UK-
wide day of recognition.

One of the children, who wants 
to be an artist when they grow 
up, said the group is a good 
way to meet new people and 
see your friends, which was the 
general consensus among the 
youngsters.

‘A lot of people in the group 
are also young carers,’ they 
continued. ‘People who all have 
something in common.’

A 15-year-old, who volunteers 
with the service, said: ‘It is really 
helpful. When I was in primary 

school, I did not understand how 
my brother needed help.

‘I got annoyed with him when 
my parents could not help me 
with homework, so I come here 
to get help.’

Throughout the UK there 
are 700,000 young carers. The 
theme of this year’s awareness 
day is all about helping young 
carers to achieve their dream 
jobs or careers.

Manager of North Argyll 
Young Carers Centre Morag 
MacLean said: ‘It is extremely 
important that we recognise 
there are young carers in the 
community.

‘We have more than 100 young 
carers registered with the service 
and we know that there are many 
more out in the communities 
supporting family members.

‘The wider community needs 

to know that there are young 
carers out there in our commu-
nity and we need to be able to 
support them in many different 
ways.’

Maggie Farrell, of North 
Argyll Young Carers Centre, 
said: ‘It is about equal access. 
Young carers don’t always have 
the same access because maybe 
the person’s family is caught up 
looking after someone, or both 
parents have to be away for 
treatment.

‘They don’t get to do things 
after school. The Young Carers 
Centre tries to address the bal-
ance. So when they come here 
they get a break and get to try 
some new stuff.’

Young Carers service co-ordi-
nator Arlene Colewell said: ‘It is 
about giving opportunities. We 
try to provide opportunities for 
young carers – to try different 
activities in a fun way. It is not 
about being good, just about 
having fun with young carers.’

Arlene visits Oban High 
School on a daily basis in order 

to speak with pupils during 
‘my time’. The pupils can also 
schedule a meeting with Arlene 
and speak to her on a one-to-one 
basis.

‘We have a good relationship 
with Oban High School,’ she 
said. ‘We are lucky. I hear from 
colleagues in other areas and 
they are struggling to get into 
schools. Our young volunteers 
really look out for the younger 
ones.’

Maggie and Arlene highlight-
ed transportation as one of the 
things that the organisation 
needs help with.

‘Because it is a rural area,’ 
Maggie said, ‘carers come from 
all over the place.’

The organisation currently 
does not have a minibus and 
has to pay to use one when it 
organises trips. It currently has 
one volunteer driver, but is on 
the lookout for more.

For more information, or to 
get involved with the service, vis-
it http://www.northargyllcarers.
org.uk.

O’Hara pledges 
commitment to 
memorial day
ARGYLL and Bute MP 
Brendan O’Hara signed 
the Holocaust Educational 
Trust’s Book of Commitment, 
and in doing so pledged his 
commitment to Holocaust 
Memorial Day.

The day honours those who 
were murdered during by the 
Nazis during the Holocaust 
as well as paying tribute to 
the extraordinary survivors 
who work tirelessly to educate 
young people, writes Louise 
Glen.

Tomorrow (Friday January 
27) will mark the anniversary 
of the liberation of the Nazi 
concentration and death 
camp Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
the site of the largest mass 
murder in history.

Thousands of commemora-
tive events will be arranged 
by schools, faith groups and 
community organisations 
across the country, remem-
bering all the victims of the 
Holocaust and subsequent 
genocides.

The theme for this year’s 

commemorations is ‘How can 
life go on?’.

Mr O’Hara said: ‘Holocaust 
Memorial Day is an important 
opportunity for people all 
across the country to reflect 
on the tragic events of the 
Holocaust.

‘As the Holocaust moves 
from living history to just 
history, it becomes ever more 
important that we take the 
time to remember the victims 
and also pay tribute to the 
survivors.

‘But we must also ensure 
that we mark the Holocaust 
firmly in our history other-
wise we condemn it to be 
repeated – discrimination, 
xenophobia, religious perse-
cution all persist to this day.’

Brendan O’Hara signing the 
Holocaust Educational Trust’s 

Book of Commitment.

THE Scottish Government announcement that there 
will be an extra £1.5 million investment for more 
nursery teachers and graduates across Scotland has 
been welcomed by MSP for Argyll and Bute Michael 
Russell – with Argyll and Bute set to receive three 
additional teachers or graduates.

The staff in Argyll and Bute, among 435 nationwide, 
is part of the wider strategy of tackling the attainment 
gap and giving every child an equal start in life.

Mr Russell said: ‘This new funding is very welcome 
news for Argyll and Bute, helping to ensure that more 
children in our most deprived communities are able 
to benefit from specialised childcare and high-quality 
early years learning.’

Investment in extra 
teachers praised

MSP Michael Russell.

Ann Greer and Karen Murphy 
of WASPI Argyll and the Isles 

at Kilmory.

Some of the North Argyll young carers before going swimming at 
Atlantis Leisure.
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Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park boasts spectacular scenery in a diverse landscape.

National park shortlisted for top award
LOCH Lomond and 
the Trossachs has been 
shortlisted for the title of 
National Park of the Year 
2017.

It is the only Scottish 
national park named in 
the five finalists for the 
title by BBC’s Countryfi le 
Magazine.

Now in their sixth year, 
the BBC Countryfile 
Magazine Awards 2017 
are a celebration of the 
British countryside and its 

people, from great heritage 
attractions and favourite 
holiday destinations to the 
best nature reserves and 
the finest rural pubs.

This year’s awards feature 
12 categories, launching 
in the February 2017 issue 
of BBC’s Countryfi le Mag-
azine and went online on 
January 19.

Gordon Watson, chief 
executive of Loch Lomond 
and the Trossachs National 
Park, said: ‘Loch Lomond 

and the Trossachs is an in-
credibly special place with 
rolling lowland landscapes 
to high mountains, lochs 
and rivers, forests and 
woodlands.

‘It’s also a living, working 
landscape, home to many 
wildlife as well as offering a 
huge range of recreational 
activities for visitors to 
enjoy.’

The winners are decided 
by public vote and will be 
announced mid-March. 

Voting is open from Jan-
uary 19 until February 28 
2017.

You can vote online on the 
BBC’s Countryfi le Magazine 
website  www.countryfile.
com/awards.

Alternatively you can vote 
by post, sending in the form 
printed in the February 
issue of the publication 
to BBC Countryfile 
Magazine, Tower House, 
Fairfax Street, Bristol, BS1 
3BN.

Loch Lomond and the Trossachs

Colonsay

Western Isles

Minister confi rms visit to Isles
WESTERN Isles MP An-
gus MacNeil met Secretary 
of State for Business, Ener-
gy and Industrial Strategy 
(BEIS) Greg Clark last 
week to press the case for 
vital UK government sup-
port for island renewables.

At the meeting in 
Westminster, Mr MacNeil 
discussed the specific 
challenges facing island 
renewables with Mr 
Clark and parliamentary 
under-secretary for BEIS 
Jesse Norman.

He also gave his input to 
the consultation on future 
UK government support 

for remote island wind 
projects.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘It was a 
productive and interesting 
exploratory meeting. Both 

Greg Clark and Jesse 
Norman showed interest in 
aspects of renewables in the 
islands, particularly with 
Mr Clark planning a visit 
in late February or early 
March to discuss the way 
forward and possibilities.

‘Obviously with the 
consultation ongoing the 
ministers have to remain 
tight-lipped at the moment 
and it is difficult to say what 
the outcome will be, but 
with the secretary of state 
planning to visit the islands, 
it will at least give interest-
ed parties an opportunity 
to state their case.’

Mr MacNeil and Na h-Ei-
leanan an Iar MSP Alasdair 
Allan discussed the situation 
with representatives from 
island community energy 
groups on Monday ahead of 
the Westminster meeting.

The UK government’s 
consultation on whether 
remote island wind projects 
should be subsidised in fu-
ture is open for submissions 
until January 31.

The UK government has 
already decided to end 
onshore wind subsidies but 
is considering whether re-
mote island projects should 
be treated differently.

Angus MacNeil.

The Mactaggart Leisure Centre.

A NEW distillery on the 
Isle of Colonsay expects to 
bottle and sell its first batch 
of gin next month.

Wild Thyme Spirits, 
started by husband and 
wife entrepreneurs Finlay 
and Eileen Geekie, who 
moved to the Hebridean 
island from Oxfordshire 
last year, aims to produce 
160 bottles of Colonsay 
Gin for sale next month, at 
their new house called Tigh 

na Uruisg, ‘Home of the 
Spirit’.

The name Wild Thyme 
Spirits is inspired by Celtic 
folklore, in which ‘every 
house had a Brownie or 
Spirit, or in Gaelic, an 
Uruisg (oor-isk) to help 
with household chores’, 
their Facebook page says.

Finlay added: ‘Our child-
hood in Scotland was full of 
regular holiday trips to the 
Western Isles, and we did 

the same with our children, 
so we always held a dream 
of returning to live and 
work on a Scottish island.

‘This business provides 
us with the opportunity to 
combine our interest in gin 
with a desire to create a 
viable future on the island, 
and make a significant 
contribution to the future 
sustainability and ongoing 
development of the island 
economy and community.’

OBAN and District Classic 
Vehicle Club has donated 
a total of £1,200 from its 
funds to local causes.

Benefiting from the do-
nations and each receiving 
a cheque for £400 were 
Oban and Lorn Dementia 
Support Group, Marie 
Curie Nurses and local 
boy Guy Forteith, 23, who 
was diagnosed with MS at 
the age of 16 and is hoping 
to raise £20,000 towards 
a new stem cell treatment 

which he hopes will change 
his life.

Club chairman Kevin 
Devine said: ‘This money is 
raised by car club members 
at events throughout the 
year, and we would like to 
thank members of the pub-
lic and car club members 
for their donations.

‘We always aim to help 
out local good causes who 
sometimes get forgotten 
about when people donate to 
the larger national charities.’

SESAME Street’s cookie 
monster, aka Kilninver 
Primary School janitor Lee 
McKillop wearing her one-
sie pyjamas, raised £537 on 
her trip to Oban’s Phoenix 
Cinema – five times her 
target.

Lee dressed as the blue, 
googly-eyed, voracious 
biscuit-eating puppet from 
the US children’s TV series 
Sesame Street, famous for 
the phrase ‘me want cook-

ie’, to watch Star Wars Rogue 
One in December.

Lee was raising money for 
the Sophie North Charitable 
Trust during the 20th an-
niversary of the Dunblane 
massacre, when 16 children, 
including five-year-old So-
phie North, and their teach-
er, were killed by Thomas 
Hamilton in a mass shooting 
at the town’s primary school.

To honour Sophie’s mem-
ory, her father Mick North 

set up a charity in 2004 
that makes three donations 
each year, on anniversaries 
of the tragedy in March and 
Sophie’s birthday in Octo-
ber, and in April in memory 
of Sophie’s mum, who died 
of breast cancer in 1993.

Lee, a friend of Dr North, 
said: ‘I work in a wee pri-
mary school myself, and it 
could have been any of us. I 
tried to think of something 
Sophie would have liked.’

Lee McKillop, dressed in her cookie monster onesie, said her cinema trip was ‘hot’.

KILBRANDON SWI wel-
comed book-folding expert 
Julie Green (Buttercup 
Green) to its January meet-
ing, held in Seil Island Hall.

Julie shared the art of 
book folding with members, 
each of whom had brought 
along a book to fold. 

Following Julie’s pattern, 
everyone started a heart 
book fold which would be 
finished at home. Julie then 
showed everyone how to 
make origami flowers by 
folding, cutting and gluing.

The evening was very 
hands-on and members 

enjoyed developing their 
creative skills. Julie also 
displayed some of her 
book-folded artwork which 
demonstrated her skill in 
book folding as well as her 
arty crafty ideas.

Everyone enjoyed the 
evening.

A BOWMORE charity has 
received a grant of £4,560 
from the Bank of Scotland 
Foundation to help with 
staff and running costs 
of its aqua care therapy 
project.

Islay and Jura Community 
Enterprises is just one of 
the 118 Scottish charities 
which benefited from the 
£1,426,180 fund during 
2016.

A foundation spokes-
person explained: ‘More 
than 30 years ago, parents 
on the islands were con-
cerned their children lived 
surrounded by water and 
so, in 1989, Islay and Jura 
Community Enterprises 
Ltd was created to teach 
children to swim. 

‘The community raised 
enough money to convert 
a redundant whisky bond 
on the Isle of Islay, creating 

the Mactaggart Leisure 
Centre.

‘The leisure centre will 
provide aqua therapy 
sessions for those with 
disabilities or long-term 
conditions, delivered by 
volunteers and supervised 
by trained lifeguards. Not 
only will the clients benefit 
from the swimming lessons, 
it will also offer the carers 
some much-needed respite.’

Philip Grant, chair of 
the foundation’s board 
of trustees said: ‘Finding 
the funding to continue 
operating is a pressure 
charities regularly face, so 
we’re delighted to provide 
a grant. The work these 
charities do is invaluable.’

The second tranche of 
2017 for small and medium 
grants is now open, and 
charities have until April 7 
to apply.

PRIMARY school pupils 
from Mull and Iona were 
challenged by the Iona 
Cathedral Trust to design 
a logo that could be used 
to promote the Iona Abbey 
Library Project.

A total of 22 entries were 
received, with first prize 
being awarded to Leanne 
McLellan and second prize 
to Freya Jardine, both of P5 
at Iona Primary School.

Highly commended 
awards were made to 
Matilda Munro Isabelle 
Greenfield and Arwin 
Merritt from Ulva Primary, 
and Uist Woomble, Kelsie 
Prentice and Isla MacInnes 
of Iona Primary.

Leanne’s image of a 
dove, book and Celtic cross 
adorns a new information 
leaflet about the project 
and will also be seen on 

future project communica-
tions. The next milestone in 
the project will be coming 
this spring, with the first 
of the project’s creative 
workshops to be offered on 
Mull and Iona.

Lament  for an old deer-hunter 
gored to death by antlered stag
WHAT Cairn Toul is to the Cairngorms, Sgurr 
Dhomhnuill is to Lochaber. 

At just under 3,000ft, this conspicuous peak lies be-
tween Strontian and Ardgour and, although it lacks the 
crags and precipices of lofty Ben Nevis, 17 miles to the 
east, it is one of the grandest mountains in Scotland.

Its Gaelic name means ‘Donald’s Rocky Peak’ and is 
named in honour of Donald Maclean, the first Chief of 
Ardgour who was killed by a stag when hunting in its 
foothills more than 600 years ago. Donald was the nat-
ural son of Lachlan Maclean of Duart and Margaret 
Maclean of Kingairloch.

The story of how he and his henchmen, the Boyds, 
invaded Ardgour in 1410 is well told by the late Sir 
Fitzroy Maclean in his wonderful book, West Highland 
Tales. From this source we know that Donald was of-
fered a charter of Ardgour, Kingairloch and the island 
of Carna by the Lord of the Isles at Ardtornish Castle, 
Loch Aline, if he repatriated a family of MacMasters 
who had settled there sometime previously.

Donald married the girl next door who was a daugh-
ter of Cameron of Lochiel. He loved hunting deer and 
foxes in the surrounding glens and for this became 
known in Gaelic as ‘Dhomhnuill na Sealgair’, Donald 
the Hunter. His son Ewen must have been a renowned 
archer as he was called ‘Ewen of the Feathers’, in 
reference to the flights of the arrows.

Long ago deer were not stalked and shot with rifles 
as they are today. Instead they were driven into turf 
and stone enclosures called,’Tigh n Sealg’, literally, 
‘hunting houses, where they were slaughtered by the 
waiting chief and his guests using dirks, arrows and 
spears. According to tradition, it was on one such 
occasion, high in Glen Scaddle on the eastern slopes of 
Sgurr Dhomhnuill, that Donald was fatally wounded. 
The details are unknown but it is likely that he slipped 
and was gored by an antlered stag. 

He was laid to rest in the ancient graveyard of St 
Modan’s Church at the foot of Beinn na Cille where 
his descendants are still buried and such was his popu-
larity, his name was given to the hill on which he died.

Sometime in the early 1880s the song-writer Harold 
Boulton (1859-1935), who gave the world the famous 
Jacobite song, Over the Sea to Skye, passed through 
Ardgour and heard an old Gaelic poem about Donald 
the Hunter. So taken was he by the legend that he 
translated it into English and included it in his Songs 
of the North, calling it The Lament for the Maclean of 
Ardgour. 

The present chief, who is 18th in direct line from 
Donald the Hunter, still lives there surrounded by 
numerous members of the Boyd clan.

The old chief has left the high ground to the whipper-
snappers and has replaced his rifle, knife and deer 
hound with a labrador, a trusty stick and a pair of 
binoculars. Although he still takes an interest in the 
pleasures of his ancestor through the stalking adven-
tures of his siblings, his sporting and natural history 
activities are confined now to some sedate pheasant 
shooting on the stubble-fields of Moray, hunting foxes 
in the Kingairloch woods, or adder-watching at the 
foot of Glen Gour.

‘Wail loudly ye women, your coronach doleful, lament 
him ye pipers, tread solemn and slow; mown down like 
a flower is the chief of Ardgour, and the hearts of the 
clansmen are weary with woe. 

‘In peacetime, he ruled like a father amongst us, un-
conquered in battle was the blade that he bore, but the 
chase was the glory and pride of his manhood, strong 
Donald the Hunter, Macgillian More (The son of the 
Big Maclean).

‘Low down by yon burn that’s half hidden with 
heather he lurked like a lion in the lair he knew well; 
’twas there sobbed the red deer to feel his keen dagger, 
their pierced by his arrow the cailzie-cock fell. How 
oft when at e’ven he would watch for the wild fowl, like 
lightening his coracle sped from the shore; but still, 
and for aye, as we cross the lone lochan, is Donald the 
Hunter, Macgillian More.

‘Once more let his war-cry resound in the mountains, 
MacDonalds shall hear it in eerie Glencoe, its echoes 
shall float o’er the Braes of Lochaber, till Stewarts in 
Appin that slogan shall know; and borne to the waters 
beyond the Loch Linnhe, ’twixt Morvern and Mull 
where the tide eddies roar, Macgillians shall hear it 
and mourn for their kinsmen, for Donald the Hunter, 
Macgillian More.

‘Then here let him rest in the lap of Sgurr Dhomh-
nuill, the wind for his watcher, the mist for his shroud, 
where the green and the grey moss will weave their 
wild tartans, a covering meet for a chieftain so proud. 
For, as free as the eagle, these rocks were his eyrie, and 
free as the eagle his spirits shall soar, o’er the crags and 
the corries that erst knew the footfall of Donald the 
Hunter, Macgillian More’.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Leanne McLellan’s winning 
design.

The 18th chief of the Macleans of Ardgour.
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SCOTLAND is set to lead the 
UK’s Arctic research over the 
next five years through major 
projects worth more than £5 
million, led by the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS).

The Dunbeg-based institute 
won two of the four major 
research grants in the Nat-
ural Environment Research 
Council’s (NERC) £10 million 
Changing Arctic Ocean pro-
gramme. SAMS researchers 
are also involved in the other 
two projects, led by Leeds and 
Liverpool universities.

The Arctic  has seen the most 
dramatic changes in climate 
over the past few decades, with 
ice melting at a quicker rate each 
year because of rapid warming. 
While the daily average global 
temperature rose by 0.55 degree 
Celsius from 1979–2000, the 
temperature in the Arctic rose 
by 6.42 degrees Celsius for the 
same period.

The average Arctic sea ice 
cover for November 2016 set a 
record low, leading to sugges-
tions that sea ice cover could 
be at a tipping point, from which  
the region may not recover.

The two SAMS projects, Arc-
tic PRIZE (www.sams.ac.uk/
arcticprize) and DIAPOD 
(www.sams.ac.uk/diapod) aim 
to help understand these chang-
es and how they will affect the 
climate, ocean properties, ma-
rine life and food stocks across 
the northern hemisphere. 
They will benefit from SAMS’ 
expertise in marine biology, 
physical oceanography and 
marine robotics.

DIAPOD, led by Professor 
David Pond, will examine the 
effect of a warming Arctic 
Ocean on the copepod Calanus, 

a small shrimp-like animal that 
is a vital source of food for seals 
and whales and commercial-
ly-important fish but is believed 
to be reducing in number.

Arctic PRIZE is led by Dr Fin-
lo Cottier, who holds an adjunct 
professorship at University of 
Tromsø (UiT). The project will 
seek to establish a year-round 
picture of the Arctic ecosystem, 
using robotic systems based at 
SAMS’ NERC-funded Scottish 
Marine Robotics facility to col-
lect data during the relatively 
unexplored polar winter.

SAMS director Prof Nicholas 

Owens said: ‘SAMS is synon-
ymous with research in the 
Arctic, a region that is giving 
us a window into the pace and 
effects of climate change. 

‘We hope that Arctic PRIZE 
and DIAPOD will give a 
unique insight into the extent of 
these changes and leave us bet-
ter informed about how we can 
help nations across the north-
ern hemisphere prepare for the 
future.'

SAMS will host the UK Arctic 
science conference in Oban 
from Tuesday to Thursday, 
September 19 to 21 this year.

Uist campaign blasts delay 
over storm deaths inquiry
THE Crown Office has apolo-
gised for taking more than 10 
years to decide whether to hold a 
fatal accident inquiry into a fatal 
storm.

Archie and Murdina MacPher-
son, their children Andrew and 
Hannah and grandfather Calum 
Campbell died during the storm 
of January 2005 when their vehi-
cles were swept off a coastal road 
in Iochdar, South Uist.

The South Ford Hydrodynamic 
Study, published in 2012, suggest-
ed opening up the South Ford 
causeway between South Uist 
and Benbecula and building a 
bridge across the gap would have 
eased flooding during the storm.

Coinciding with the tragedy’s 
12th anniversary, Iochdar 
Community Council, Storas 

Uibhist and South Uist councillor 
Donnie Steele stated: ‘Prior to 
[the causeway’s] construction, 
local people consistently warned 
blocking the South Ford channel 
would be a dangerous and reck-
less act. Regrettably, this warning 
proved to be correct.

‘The original causeway plans 
incorporated two 15m openings, 
but this was reduced to only one 
15m opening on the Benbecula 
side in order to save costs.

‘In October 2016, the decision 
not to have a fatal accident 
inquiry into the five tragic deaths 
was finally taken, more than 11 
years since the loss of lives. This 
is a scandalous length of time to 
leave the community in limbo, 
especially those who had lost 
members of their families.’

A Crown Office spokesman 
said: ‘We have offered our sin-
cerest apologies to the Campbell 

and MacPherson families for the 
length of time it has taken to deal 
with this case.

‘Crown counsel decided there 
is no requirement to hold a fatal 
accident inquiry (FAI). Crown 
counsel are satisfied the study has 
put all the available information 
in the public domain, including 
identifying factors for the flood-
ing and recommendations to re-
duce the risk in the future, and on 
that basis there is no requirement 
to hold a FAI.’

The campaigners’ said Com-
hairle nan Eilean Siar now has 
‘better warning systems, emer-
gency planning meetings’, and 
‘shift[ed] sand and shingle all over 
the South Ford’, but is ‘practically 
ignoring the one recommenda-
tion which puts the blame for the 
build-up of flooding squarely on 
the South Ford causeway.

‘A larger gap in the causeway 

leads to less inundation around 
Iochdar and the south shore 
of Benbecula. The scientific 
community have come to the 
same conclusions as the local 
community,’ it said, in favour of 
a ‘high cost/high impact’ opening 
250m-long bridged sections of 
the causeway. Why therefore do 
the comhairle continue to push 
other options within the study 
that are temporary fix at best and 
at worst a waste of funding? They 
should instead help the commu-
nity by gaining the funding for 
the essential option 10 works.’

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar said 
since 2005 it and the Scottish 
Government had spent £16.6 mil-
lion on ‘repairs and betterment 
works’. It added: ‘Work has been 
carried out on escape routes and 
township road improvements, 
coastal protection schemes and 
assorted roadworks.

‘Consistent with one of the 
key recommendations, we are 
proceeding with work on the 
three main elements of the South 
Ford Flood Risk Management 
Scheme, which includes the re-
instatement and strengthening of 
Gualan Island and the dune man-
agement and flood embankment 
schemes to the areas of coastline 
adjacent to Sgoil Lionacleit.

‘This week the comhairle is go-
ing out to tender for survey work 
to be carried out at the South 
Ford causeway as part of a fea-
sibility study looking at the pos-
sibility of creating an additional 
larger opening in the causeway. 
The detailed cost of creating the 
larger opening in the causeway 
is unknown but estimates range 
from £10 million to £20 million.

‘The comhairle has lobbied the 
Scottish Government for addi-
tional funding for this project.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

THE national cancer support 
charity Look Good Feel 
Better (LGFB) is now running 
free skincare and make-up 
workshops at the Macmillan 
Day Unit, in Oban’s Lorn and 
Islands Hospital.

LGFB workshops are held 
throughout the UK and 
are led by volunteer beauty 
professionals who take cancer 
patients through specially 
designed skincare and make-
up sessions, which include 
instructions on how to look 
after changes to the skin and 
to help them define their best 
features with make-up.

The aim is to improve the 
wellbeing and confidence of 
people undergoing treatment 
for any type of cancer.

The workshops started last 
year at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital with Clare Abbott, a 
qualified ‘colour me beautiful 
consultant’, who has previously 
worked with Look Good Feel 
Better in its Glasgow-based 
workshops.

Clare is joined by Donna 
MacKenzie, a Macmillan 
clinical nurse specialist at the 
Macmillan Day Unit within 
the hospital, Melissa Dean 
(masterclass co-ordinator) 
and Dulcie Rowe (masterclass 
manager), both of whom work 
for the charity.

This local service is tailored 
to each patient, who is also 
given a special gift bag full of 

luxury beauty products. These 
gift bags are kindly supplied 
by LGFB and its extensive list 
of sponsors within the beauty 
industry.

Look Good Feel Better is 
the only global cancer support 
charity created to help women 
combat the visible side-effects 
of their treatment. This 
confidence-boosting service 

is available in 26 countries 
and collectively the charity 
has supported more than 1.7 
million people to date.

More than 165,000 women 
receive a cancer diagnosis in 
the UK each year, and LGFB 
wants to ensure that all of 
them have the opportunity to 
benefit from its service.

LGFB runs free skincare and 

make-up workshops in more 
than 88 hospitals and cancer 
support centres nationwide 
and more than 250 master-
classes are held each year. In 
2016, the charity helped 17,500 
women and teenagers face 
to face, with thousands more 
supported online.

This service is open to any 
patient who is undergoing can-

cer treatment with the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital.

For more information or 
should you wish to join any of 
the workshops that are held 
in the hospital each month, 
please contact Donna at the 
MacMillan Day Unit at the 
hospital or send an email to 
donna.mackenzie@nhs.net or 
call 01631 789050.

Cancer charity aims to make women Look Good Feel Better
Beauty specialist 
Clare Abbott explains 
why LGFB is now 
working at the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital 

Clare Abbott, left, and Donna MacKenzie will help women being treated for cancer at Oban’s hospital.

SAMS has leading role in Arctic research project

Left, Rock� eld head 
teacher Caroline Fother-
gill, along with some of 
the pupils, helped Jean 

MacPherson hand over a 
cheque to fund a memori-
al garden at the Marines’ 

HQ in Arbroath. Jean’s 
brother-in-law Gordon 

died in the Falklands 
con� ict. At Dunbeg, right, 

pupils Mya MacCormick 
and Cailean Dairon 

presented Sergeant Paul 
MacShannon with a 

cheque. Sgt MacShannon 
has an Argyll connection 

– he comes from Lochdon 
on Mull – and Gordon 

MacPherson was a former 
Dunbeg  pupil.

Cairngorm 52x2 Cairngorm 52x2 

1 Longman Drive, Inverness IV1 1SU 
Tel: 01463 238 000 

Tyock Industrial Estate, Elgin IV30 1XY 
Tel: 01343 545315

6-8 High Street, Thurso KW14 8AG  
Tel: 01847 894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk
www.cairngormgroup.co.uk

We’ve got the keys to 
8 Cairngorm Avenue

Lisa is so excited to hear this 

news at long last. Their hunt for 

a family home has led to many 

disappointments but finally they 

have the keys and are ready to 

move in. 

Lisa and Mike are happily married 

to one another and have just 

taken ownership of 8 Cairngorm 

Avenue, a 20 year old bungalow. 

The location is fantastic and with 

the schools close by, supermarkets 

handy and the countryside just 5 

minutes away, it has everything – 

well almost. “It needs a few tweaks” 

they say and are keen to put their 

own mark on it. 

Over the next few months we’ll be 

following this lovely couple as they 

turn No.8 into their dream family 

home. 

We would love you to join them, if 

you have any questions about their 

experiences please get in touch.
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Days gone by – the 1980s

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Social media

Following on from the council’s approval of an oil 
depot at Oban airport, close to homes within a 
travellers’ site, a number of those residents have 

spoken to The Oban Times.
It’s hardly surprising that residents at the Ledaig site 

are upset at the decision. Twenty-four people in total 
raised objections, including Ardchattan Community 
Council, councillors Anne Horn, Julie McKenzie and 
Isobel Strong, and Argyll and Bute MP Brendan O’Hara.

Mary MacDonald, who lives at the site with her 
husband and disabled daughter, explained that when 
she first heard about it she did not realise it would be 

situated so close to her home, potentially impacting on 
day to day living and the safety of young children walking 
to the school bus, not to mention the fact that they will be 
living close to large volumes of flammable fuel.

Because she cannot read or write she was at a disadvan-
tage when it came to objecting to the plans.

However, this should have gone to a hearing. The fact 
that the planning department’s area team leader did 
not know whether the plans showed a ‘burning’ blast 
area should have set alarm bells ringing and made the 
committee defer any decision until they got an answer. 
So why didn’t they?

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Our report last week that Argyll and 
Bute roads are o�  cially the worst 
in Scotland drove many people to 
comment on The Oban Times Face-
book page.
Rory Brian Craig complained: ‘The 
roads are horrendous i have popped 
2 tires and bent one of my alloys all 
within the last 3 months! i really don’t 
see why we even pay road tax!’
Hannah Karpinski o� ered: ‘Argyll 
square and tra�  c lights at High School 
junction says it all.’
Samantha Leiper blasted: ‘You havnt 
seen the single track road from cladich 

to ford then its pothole century down 
here its literally most of the road that’s 
potholes or falling away and its used 
for businesses as well
James Maclean said: ‘Road needs tar 
done from soroba waterworks right to 
north argyll house.’
Gemma MacLennan wrote: ‘Pretty 
bad! Around the lights coming out of 
Tesco. Surprised I don’t have a punc-
ture yet from the pot holes and not to 
mention the damage it must be doing 
to the car.’
Andy Jones posted: ‘I was on holiday 
in South Africa last January and some 

of the dirt roads had better surfaces 
than the main road through Oban, 
especially the bit by the tra�  c light at 
Oban High school.’
James Muir commented: ‘It’s getting 
hard to think where there’s a descent 
bit Road without potholes anywhere in 
Scotland.
Ashley Strang said simply: ‘They are 
an embarrassment.’
Laura Monsalve Rossi wrote: ‘3 punc-
tured tires since Christmas!!!! I had to 
buy 2 new tires.’ 
Mel Hayes quipped: ‘You’ve clearly 
never been to Caithness.’

AN-DÈ AGUS THAR LÀITHEAN 
gach taobh dheth, tha daoine air 
feadh an t-saoghail air a  bhith a’ 
cuimhneachadh air a’ bhàrd ainmeil 
Albannach Raibeart Burns agus chan 
eil teagamh nach e an t-urram as 
àirde a gheibh bàrd sam bith gum bi 
a chuid sgrìobhaidhean gan seinn ‘s 
gan aithris ceudan bhliadhnaichean 
an dèidh a bhàis. 

Ghlèidh an t-alt a bh’ aig Burns air 
faclan a shnìomh ri chèile a dh’innse 
sgeul neo a chur fhaireachaidhean an 
cèill aire agus meas luchd-leughaidh is 
èisteachd, co-dhiù a bha e a’ stialladh 
air cealgaireachd neo a’ bòideachadh 
gaol air boireannach. 

Rugadh agus thogadh Burns ann 
an dachaigh nach robh air chor sam 
bith saidhbhir agus dh’fhàg sin gun 
robh, agus gum bheil gu ìre fhathast, 
mòr-shluagh feadh an t-saoghail gam 
faicinn fhèin co-ionann ris agus a’ tu-
igsinn is a’ creidsinn na chuid dòchais 
agus fheallsanachd air còraichean 
mhac an duine. 

Sin a dh’fhàg leithid Auld Lang Syne 
agus A Man’s a Man for A’ That cho 
aithnichte, agus ‘s dòcha gum bheil 
seo cuideachd na chomharradh air 

creideas ann am poilitigs na làimhe 
clì feadh an t-saoghail.

Cha b’ urrainn dhomh gun a bhith 
a’ smaoineachadh mu na rudan sin is 
mi ag èisteachd ri Domhnall Trump 
ag òraid is e dìreach an dèidh a bhòid-
ean a ghabhail mar Cheann-suidhe 
Ameireagaidh. 

Ged a tha poilitigs Trump dainge-
ann chun na làimhe deise, cha mhòr 
nach robh cuid de na geallaidhean 
aige mu chumhachd a thilleadh chun 
mhòr-shluagh, agus nach d’ rachadh 
duine a dhìochuimhneachadh tuil-
leadh, nas coltaiche ri feallsanachd na 
taoibh clì. 

Ach cha robh fianais sam bith air 
làmh a’ chàirdeis a shìneadh chun 
an t-sluaigh mhòir nach tug taic dha 
chuid iomairt; cha robh iomradh air 
drochaidean a thogail am measg an 
t-sluaigh gus daoine a thoirt ri chèile. 

Cha b’ iongnadh ged a bhiodh 
mòran amharasach gur e tuilleadh 
sgaraidh a thig às an fheallsanachd 
aig a’ Cheann-suidhe ùr seo, gun 
ghuth air a’ chunnart gum fàg a chuid 
nàiseantachd Ameireagaidh agus 
dùthchannan eile an t-saoghail a’ fàs 
nas fhaide bho chèile agus ri linn 

sin, bruadar Burns air bràithreachas 
eadar-nàiseanta agus sìth fiù ‘s nas 
dorra ruigheachd air.

Feumar cothrom a thoirt dha Trump 
a chuid sgilean stiùiridh poilitigeach 
agus dioplòmasach a dhearbhadh 
le gnìomh agus nach bu mhath gun 
sealladh a chuid obrach gun robh a 
h-uile dragh agus teagamh a tha gan 
nochdadh gun stèidh. 

Ach a rèir coltais tha an dùbhlan sin 
roimhe ‘s dòcha gu ìre ‘s nach robh aig 
Ceann-suidhe a bh’ air Ameireagaidh 
fad iomadh bliadhna is na ceudan 
mhìltean feadh an t-saoghail, agus 
boireannaich gu sònraichte, a’ togail 
fianais an aghaidh na chunnacas gu 
ruige seo de chuid fheallsanachd.

AS ROBERT BURNS’ memory was 
being marked worldwide yesterday 
many will have been nervously con-
scious of how little interest the 45th 
US president has so far shown in 
uniting his country’s people, let alone 
sharing the Bard’s toast: ‘The whole 
of humankind!’

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

The power of song
THE double-edged sword of being 
born into an ethnic group whose 
future existence hangs in the balance 
gives emotional pendulum swings 
peculiar to that position.

Along with the dark moments of 
anger, frustration, guilt, sadness, bit-
terness and helplessness are equally 
affecting flashes of pride, connec-
tion, hope, harmony and a powerful 
sense of privilege in belonging to 
something rich and unique.

Last Sunday night’s concert in 
the Strathclyde Suite of the Glas-
gow Royal Concert Hall provided the 
foundation for a pronounced swing of 
the pendulum to the positive end of 
that vast scale.

Tiree Song Book was the title of this 
Celtic Connections concert, which 
was supported by the Tiree Asso-
ciation and directed by Mary Ann 
Kennedy. First performed in May 
last year at the Tiree Homecoming, 
it featured songs and tunes linked to 
Tiree and performed by singers and 
musicians from the island as well as 
more widely-known artists from 
across the country.

The responsive joy and goodwill em-
anating from the crowd brought the 
room alive and the comments after-
wards were those of an audience awed 
by the depth of musical tradition.

The concert was a well-crafted 

showcase of the island’s rich Bardic 
culture brought together seamlessly 
with contemporary tunes and 
songs. There were many figures of 
the past whose presence could be felt 
and the strength of the pride we know 
they would feel was as much part of 
the atmosphere as the cheering and 
clapping of the audience.

Mary Ann Kennedy’s father, Alas-
dair, had his hand on her shoulder 
by the piano. As John Campbell led 
the pipers, his father, Lachie Beag, 
was tuning his drones. As com-
munications master and author 
Alastair Campbell sounded his pipes, 

his brother, Donald, was giving him a 
mouthful for a late strike in.

Murdina MacLean’s clear, beautiful 
voice lit the hearts of her parents, 
Rose and Murdoch MacDonald. 
As Donald Iain Brown introduced the 
performers his parents, Annie and 
Lachie, were beaming at having three 
of their sons on the stage.

As Gordon Rowan set the 
pipe chanters, his uncle, Kenny Mac-
Donald, was telling him to watch the 
high Gs. As Anne and Finlay John-
stone played Am Falbh Thu Leam, their 
father and grandfather respectively, 
Alasdair Sinclair, was singing along 
with a wide grin and a glint in his eye.

As Daniel from Skerryvore took to 
the stage his father, Danny Gillespie, 
gave his shoulder a strong and warm 
squeeze.

And, during the highlight of the 
night for myself and for many, when 
Bernard Smith, backed on accordion 
by his son, Ian, sang Lag Nan Cru-
achan, I could feel my father, Eachann 
Mòr, standing beside me filled with 
pride listening to Bernie singing that 
song which he had sung for him so 
many times before.

As he always did, Bernie nailed it, 
and all the performers and the entire 
audience – in imagination, in spirit 
and in person – filled the hall with 
as collectively positive an energy as I 
have ever felt in one room.

There is power in song.

An open letter to the 
transport minister
Sir,
I write on behalf of myself, the 
directors and business members of 
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce 
to express our continued, and very 
serious, concerns about the published 
summer timetable from CalMac.

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce is 
appealing for an urgent economic im-
pact analysis to be carried out before 
further harm is caused to the region. 
There are clear indicators of the 
adverse affect on business revenue, 
business profits and jobs from the 
downgraded 2016 CalMac service.

Public concerns about the Mal-
laig-Armadale ferry service are 
genuine and have been repeatedly 
voiced. At our meeting on October 
31, 2016, you personally promised 
that you would not allow the service 
to be as poor as it was in 2016 again 
in 2017.  Yet no evidence has been 
produced to restore confidence 
over business survival and jobs. The 
predicted level of CalMac cancella-
tions is highly likely to cause the same 
traveller anger and circumnavigation 
and lower income for the area as in 
2016.

Douglas Ellies, ferries contract 
manager, advised the Chamber of 
Commerce that Transport Scotland 
would be ‘appointing a new director 
of community and stakeholder 
engagement post and a communities 
board to better involve communities 
in investment and service decisions’.

We hope this appointment is a top 
priority and, if an appointment has al-
ready been made, would want to know 
who the new director is and what his 
plans are to address the scandalous 
absence of stakeholder engagement in 
service decisions affecting Lochaber.

We remain positive that a workable 
solution can be found and will con-
tinue to press for the MV Coruisk 
or a vessel of similar specification to 
be deployed to the most  iconic, and 
fifth most popular water crossing in 
Scotland.

Lesley Benfi eld,
Chief executive offi cer, 
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce.

We should all be 
concerned for hospital
Sir,
It was comforting to see a good attend-
ance at Oban Community Council pub-
lic meeting held in the Corran Halls on 
Friday January 13 to discuss upcoming 
changes to the Oban hospital. For once, 
the infamous Oban apathy lost.

I have to say that I expected a 
pretty heated discussion regarding 
a very serious concern which affects 
everybody, but that didn’t transpire. 
Apart from some salient points on 
the failings of the local health service, 
most of the public who spoke had 
nothing but praise for various parts 
of the service they have experienced, 
and rightly so, but raised very few 
deep questions, while some of George 
Berry’s concerns went noticeably 
unanswered.

What the public was treated to 

though was a display by two of the 
three health professionals pres-
ent who spouted the biggest load of 
accountant-speak cow-dung that I 
have heard in a long time.

It was a total PR exercise in trying to 
alleviate the plebiscite.

I think everyone knows that the 
NHS is badly broken and that things 
will change, and I have no doubt that 
Oban’s Lorn and Islands Hospital 
will remain open because it is needed 
by a large and growing population. 
But what form it will be in future re-
mains to be seen, so I would advise 
folks to take out health insurance if 
you don’t have any already. You have 
been warned.

Praise to chairwoman Marri Malloy 
and the community council for ar-
ranging the meeting and I’m sure that 
there will be others soon.

Martin Macintyre,
Cruachan Cottages, Taynuilt.

Highlands could lead 
in health care

Sir,
It’s sad that the Highland health 

board’s excellent clinical diagnostic 
skills do not extend to its administra-
tors.

The board could save millions on 
unnecessary bits of paper simply by 
switching to the IT systems currently 
used by the Army Medical Corp at 
Fort George. Indeed, Fort George’s 
expertise could be used to help NHS 
Scotland save a billion just by better 
records management and emailing 
appointments directly to patients or 
their  families.

The Inverness people must under-
stand that one in 10 hospital beds 
is blocked by patients who do not 
require sophisticated help but there 
is no social care available. Emptying 
Glasgow beds to a ‘step down’ local 
unit such as Oban would reduce wait-
ing times and save cash.

Rather than delaying things for yet 
another 10 or 20 years, NHS directors 
must allocate resources to both cut 
costs and improve patient care — a 
win for everyone and the Highlands 
could be the leading healthcare area 
in Scotland very quickly.

Mike Foster,
Sannox, 
Crannaig a Mhinister, Oban.

SNP cannot be trusted 
on health service
Sir,
The SNP is spending nearly £80 mil-
lion a year using private hospitals for 
the NHS. This is despite assurances 
the spending would drop, and re-
peated rhetoric criticising the private 
healthcare industry.

It shows the SNP is incapable of 
running the NHS and, while the 
independent sector is valuable, the 
Scottish Government should at least 
admit as much.

It has also emerged that the Scottish 
Government will be three years late 
in delivering four trauma centres and 
it has become increasingly apparent 

that the SNP has no idea what the pro-
ject will even end up costing. This is 
the latest blow for the scheme, which 
was meant to be up-and-running last 
year.

This truly shows the chaos of the 
project, and the SNP’s mishandling 
of the NHS more widely. Once again 
we are shown that the SNP can’t be 
trusted with our NHS.

Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Worrying discovery 
in water culvert 
Sir,
My weekly litter collection between 
Spean Bridge and Unachan cross-
roads occasionally comes up with 
some surprises, as it is usually take-
away food packaging, empty energy 
drinks and beer cans, plastic bottles 
and cigarette packets.

But my collection on Saturday was 
rather disturbing when I found a 
tightly tape-wrapped blue polythene 
bag containing used engine oil, which 
was dumped in a water-filled ditch by 
a lay-by at the above crossroads.

The bag was very heavy and slightly 
leaking when it was removed.

I can’t imagine what kind of person 
goes to the trouble of doing this when 
used oil can be taken to the recycling 
centre in Fort William. The oil 
would have probably gone unnoticed, 
flowing into a culvert then open 
watercourse feeding the River Spean.

Something else unusual was the 
number of heavy duty protective 
gloves, mostly of the same make, all 
found on the grass verge within a 
space of a few metres. I’m sure the 
owners of these gloves could be found 
using DNA fingerprinting. And would 
they be discarded knowing the dam-
age they could cause to grass-cutting 
machinery?

Is it just laziness, a lack of knowl-
edge, or both?

A Robinson,
Spean Bridge.

Holocaust Memorial 
Day remains vital
Sir,
The theme for this year’s Holocaust 
Memorial Day tomorrow (Friday 
January 27 ) is ‘How can life go on?’, 
raising challenging questions for 
individuals, communities and nations 
in the aftermath of the Holocaust and 
subsequent genocides.

Every January, when we listen to the 
testimony of survivors, we don’t just 
learn a little more about the darkest 
chapters of human history, we are 
also reminded of where hatred and 
bigotry can lead if left unchallenged 
and unchecked.

Today, that lesson is more important 
than ever, which is why I urge you 
to attend the human rights and hate 
crime seminar at the Western Isles 
Hospital in Stornoway (http://hmd.
org.uk/events/find/Scotland#sthash.
fSoSCKrZ.dpuf).

Olivia Marks-Woldman,
Chief executive,
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust.

Two of the Oban Times sta�  were tasked with reminding readers it was time to turn the clocks back. Elaine Black and 
Carolyn Buchanan, right, are the sta�  members who were given the task of highlighting the time change. Carolyn is 

still a popular member of the sta�  at the newspaper.

Mary Ann Kennedy directed the very 
moving Tiree Song Book concert.
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LINKEDIN FOR BUSINESS
Want to boost your business with LinkedIn? We’ll take you beyond
networking by showing you how it can market your products and promote
your brand.
Wed 8th February 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Campbeltown
Wed 1st March 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray

DIGITAL MARKETING STRATEGY
Learn the practical steps necessary to develop a digital marketing strategy.
Tue 28th February 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray

PAID FOR ONLINE ADVERTISING
Ideal for those who have experience of paid for advertising and have a
digital marketing strategy in place, but wish to increase its effectiveness to
attract and retain customers.
Wed 8th February 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Campbeltown
Tue 28th February 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray

PRODUCING ENGAGING ONLINE CONTENT
Producing quality content is an excellent way of helping customers
develop a meaningful relationship with your brand, and ultimately
boosting sales. Learn to understand, source and measure content.
Wed 1st March 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray

To book a place please contact the Business Gateway team.

DigitalBoost is run in conjunction with Business Gateway and
partners to offer you fully funded workshops, advice and support.

01546 808363
argyll&bute@bgateway.com
visit www.bgateway.com/digitalboost

Business Workshops

Scottish 
Calendars 2017

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

Caol school primary one pupils have 
been busy working on a project about 

Animals in Winter with their teacher, Mrs 
Haines.  Taking part are, from the left, 

Maddison Stoddart, Danni MacDonald, 
Zara Hatch and Zac Jones, who proudly 

showed o�  the colourful clay hedgehogs 
they made. 

The children have been learning all 
about what it means to be nocturnal and 

looking at some examples of animals 
active after dark. The children then 

voted  to choose which, of the animals 
they studied, was their favourite, and 
hedgehogs were the runaway winner. 
The children then put together hedge-
hog fact � les with all the information 

they had learned about them and made 
their clay hedgehogs.

Hedgehogs 
cool for Caol

Art project lands £50,000
A COMMUNITY art studio 
supporting schools across 
Lochaber has received a cash 
windfall of almost £50,000.

Room 13 International in Caol 
was awarded £49,490 from the 
Big Lottery Young Start Fund 
to support its new Generation 
Creative project.

The charity hopes that the 
money will help extend the 
project’s reach to children who 
are not currently able to access 
the Room 13 facilities.

Fiona Macdonald from Room 
13 said: ‘The money gives us 
stability to keep our contract 
running for our two artists, which 
is very important, and allows us 
to develop what we are doing.’

The Generation Creative 

project will enable Room 13’s 
lead artist, Richard Bracken, to 
work with children and various 
contributing artists to develop a 

programme of delivery for pri-
mary and high school students.

Ms Macdonald said: ‘We are 
aware that Room 13 needs to 

reach further afield, so we want 
to link up with other schools in 
outlying areas. We are looking 
to create relationships with 
other primary and high schools 
to make Room 13 accessible to 
more children to create the next 
generation of young artists.

‘We will be looking at how we 
can best reach young people 
so there is an opportunity for 
contributors further afield to 
get involved and join the team.’

During the project, Room 
13 will work with 10 primary 
schools in the Lochaber area 
to provide opportunities for 
children to work alongside 
professional artists on creative 
projects. They will also develop 
and extend the youth volunteer 
group for people aged 13 to 21 
to involve students from the 
four high schools in the area.

Room 13 chief executive Claire 
Gibb said: ‘The support from 
Big Lottery provides a welcome 
boost to the organisation and is 
a really valuable investment in 
Lochaber’s Room 13 studios.

‘It will allow us develop key 
aspects of our work with schools 
and young people at a time when 
there is more demand than ever 
for the sort of services our artists 
and studios can deliver, with less 
and less provision to support this 
work. 

‘The Room 13 team is looking 
forward to getting Generation 
Creative under way.’

One of the many schools to 
benefit from the Room 13 fa-
cilities is St Columba’s Primary 
School in Fort William, which 
shares a campus with Caol 
Primary School.

Speaking to The Oban 

Times, head teacher Violet 
Smith said: ‘The children work 
on art projects, philosophy and 
learn about artists. The kids can 
also take school pictures, design 
postcards and put together 
small publications.’

St Columba’s has worked with 
the organisation for the past 14 
years and Ms Smith said that 
it is very pupil-led. ‘It’s really 
good for the children because it 
increases confidence. They can 
become committee members and 
be involved in decision making,’ 
added Ms Smith.

‘It’s great for kids who are 
maybe introverted, or who you 
wouldn’t normally expect to see 
stand up and talk in front of the 
class, because once they have 
been to Room 13 they become 
more confident in themselves 
and their class work.’

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

MONEY-SAVING plans aimed 
at saving rural schools from 
potential closure are to be 
discussed by councillors today 
(Thursday January 26).

Proposals regarding the 
management of schools were 
first presented to the Highland 
Council's (HC) Education, 
Children and Adult Services 
(ECAS) committee in October 
2015.

Today, councillors will discuss 
management of schools and be 
asked approve proposals for 
implementations which could 
chop £750,000 from HC spend-
ing.

The new management ar-
rangements have been initially 
proposed for schools connected 
to Kilchuimen Academy, Kin-
lochbervie High, Farr High, 
Mallaig High, Dornoch Acade-
my and Plockton High.

Changes are also being sug-
gested at Spean Bridge, Roy 
Bridge and Invergarry prima-
ries which would see the three 
schools being served by a single 
cluster head teacher and three 
principal teachers – currently 
Roy Bridge and Spean Bridge 
share a cluster headteacher and 
a principal teacher, while Kim 
Bentley is head at Invergarry.

The cluster appointment is 
already in existence in Loch-
aber: Lyndsay Bradley is the 
associated schools head teacher 
at Acharacle, Ardgour and 
Kilchoan primaries.

The meeting is at 10am and 
can be viewed online.

Schools 
could get 
‘cluster’ 
head 
teacher

Fiona Macdonald with Richard Bracken and Gracie Henderson, 
Robert Gosling, Katie Robertson and Kaci Hatch. 
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POLICE
FILES
THERE has been an increase in 
housebreakings throughout the 
Lochaber area and homeowners 
are being encouraged to remain 
vigilant at all times.

As the most recent house-
breakings have taken place 
when homes are unoccupied, 
police are asking the public to 
take precautions, such as leaving 
lights on and asking neighbours 
to keep an eye on their property 
while they are away.

Police are also urging people 
to report any suspicious activity 
or strange or unknown vehicles.

A NUMBER of vehicles have 
been damaged within car 
parks throughout Fort Wil-
liam.

At around lunchtime on 
January 6, a Dacia Duster 
was damaged while parked 
unattended at either the Caol 
shops car park or outside the 
Co-op while  unattended. It 
is thought the car may have 
been struck by another vehi-
cle.

The rear window of a Vaux-
hall Meriva was smashed 
while parked in the Upper 
Achintore car park in the 
Dumbarton Road area over-
night between January 17 and 
18.

A Kia Cee’d was damaged 
within the Argos/Pound-
stretcher car park on North 
Road on January 22 at 1.45pm. 
It is believed the damage was 
caused by another vehicle 
striking the car.

POLICE would like to hear from 
anyone with information after a 
fridge-freezer was set alight in a 
garden in Kennedy Road in the 
Plantation at around 2.30pm  on 
January 20.

POLICE are keen to identify a 
man who stopped a blue car 
on Lundavra Road and spoke 
to some children at the side 
of the road at around 5pm on 
December 29. They are asking 
anyone with any information 
relating to this incident to 
come forward.

A CHARITY shop’s front window 
on Fort William High Street has 
been smashed in what police are 
treating as an act of vandalism.

The window of the PDSA shop 
was smashed on January 20-21.

Police are investigating the 
damage and have assured sta�  
and volunteers they will be 
checking CCTV footage in a bid  
to � nd out who is responsible.

Ms Campbell said: ‘The whole 
window has to be replaced. It’s 
mindless.’

Anyone with information 
should call police on 101.

Road crossing campaign steps 
up after yet another near miss
A DISABLED woman who re-
ceived ‘another terrible fright’ 
as she tried to cross the A830 
with her guide dog believes 
there are no excuses left to jus-
tify not installing a controlled 
crossing on the notorious road.

Banavie resident Annette 
Hobson, who is registered blind 
and has some trouble hearing, 
says she has been campaigning 
for a controlled crossing for 10 
years.  However, the issue came 
to the fore once more when she 
was involved in a near miss on 
the Fort William to Mallaig 
stretch near the swing bridge 
last week.

Ms Hobson said it is ludicrous 
that there is nothing to help 
pedestrians cross this road 
safely, but said the fact that 
work on the road was being 
carried out, disrupting the usual 

traffic flow, made the situation 
even more dangerous for her 
and her dog, Caramel.

She told The Oban Times: ‘I 
have some use of my eyes but I 
could not see any signs. The 
road should have been taped off 
to prevent people crossing. It 

really is a miracle nothing more 
serious has happened.

‘There is construction work 
under way to build stores in Fort 
William on North Road and my 
understanding is there will be a 
crossing put there, yet the road 
here and also near the Co-op 

in Corpach are notorious for 
pedestrians, but it seems BEAR 
and Transport Scotland don’t 
want to pay the money.’

The issue was again discussed 
at the Kilmallie Community 
Council (KCC) meeting on 
Monday January 23.

The KCC noted that they had 
still not received a response 
from BEAR Scotland with 
regard to a pedestrian survey 
that was carried out near the 
Banavie swing bridge last year.

Chairwoman Christine Hutch-
ison said: ‘Annette is probably 
one of the most vulnerable 
people when crossing the road 
but this is an issue which affects 
lots of people.’

Sergeant Andrew Bilton was 
at the meeting and explained 
that the statistics covering how 
many accidents have happened 
in the area would need to be 
considered. He said: ‘Near 
misses are not recorded with us. 

People don’t contact us and say, 
“I was almost in an accident”.’

The community council also 
said that if cost is the reason 
why BEAR Scotland cannot put 
in a crossing, then it would need 
to look at other ways of funding 
one.

Emma Brown is an engage-
ment officer with the Guide 
Dogs Association and she has 
been supporting Annette fol-
lowing the incident last week.

She told The Oban Times: 
‘Controlled crossings provide 
a level of certainty about when 
it is safe to cross the road, 
particularly for people with 
sight loss. Guide Dogs Scotland 
supports the installation of a 
controlled crossing at Banavie 
to allow all residents, including 
those with sight loss and other 
disabilities, to access their local 
community safely.’

A spokesperson for BEAR 
Scotland told The Oban Times: 

‘We’re sorry to hear about 
Mrs Hobson’s experience last 
week.  A squad was carrying out 
drainage works near Banavie 
swing bridge on the A830 on 
January 17.

‘The works involved a lane 
closure using temporary traffic 
signals. Signs were in place 
asking pedestrians to wait for 
a banksman at either end of the 
site. One of the team had noted 
Mrs Hobson with her guide dog 
and was running towards her 
to offer assistance when she 
attempted to cross. He assisted 
her after the incident. These 
works are now complete.

‘A study is currently being 
undertaken by Transport 
Scot land to look at pedestrian 
provision on this section of the 
A830. The study is expected to 
be completed over the coming 
few months. We’ll then be able 
to report on the findings to the 
local community.’

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

ting them see how different people learn.’
He added that it demonstrates to the children 
that we are always learning, even beyond 
our school years, and that both the children 

and adults are enjoying the project and the 
classes. ‘It’s a good confidence booster for the 
children’ he said.

As well as the educational benefits of the 

popular project, Mr Hamilton noted that it 
had also provided the school with extra 
resources, saying: ‘Care Lochaber kindly donated 
three laptops to the school for the classes.’

Caol children 
become the 
hi-tech teachers
PRIMARY seven pupils at Caol have been 
taking a turn at being the teachers ... by helping 
older members of the community get to grips 
with computings.

This inter-generational project, a six-week 
block of IT lessons, began when Care Lochaber 
contacted the school, looking to get help for 
some of the older people they work with so they 
could learn to use computers.

Care Lochaber is a service designed to enable 
older residents, as well as those with ill health, 
mobility issues or isolation, to remain inde-
pendent through schemes such as the computer 
skills workshops and also a community car 
scheme.

The workshops are supported by NHS High-
land Community Management Self Develop-
ment Fund and the aim is to give older people a 
chance to be sociable and ease loneliness while 
learning new skills.

Caol head teacher Steven Hamilton said the 
pupils were ‘happy to help’ with the initiative 
and  primary seven set time aside every Tuesday 
to teach a computing course.

The children teach IT skills, including how to 
use the internet, Google maps and such like.

They even finish off each lesson with a cup of 
tea and, of course, some well-earned biscuits, 
which the children bake themselves.

Mr Hamilton said: ‘It’s a great way of 
getting the children to be teachers and let-

Caol youngsters pass on their knowledge while, inset, Aidan Fordham and Faith Easson teach an adult computing class.

IT MIGHT come as a surprise to 
learn that carbon emissions in Loch-
aber are far greater than the national 
average, but that is the case according 
to data presented at the latest talk 
given by the Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG).

Susan Carstairs, board member and 
former manager of LEG, gathered 
masses of data, worked out a lot of 
calculations and made some educated 
estimations to build a comprehensive 
picture of emissions in Lochaber.

‘I think it’s fascinating and it’s 
important to understand what’s hap-
pening at a local level,’ she said.

This was the third talk hosted by 
LEG, and board member Marian 
Austin said this was the best attended 
of these talks to date.

The data showed that Lochaber 
emissions work out at 17.5 tonnes per 
person per year, which is well above 
the UK average of nine tonnes per 
person per year. This figure is incor-
porating industrial emissions as well 
as personal ones.

Lochaber homes and businesses 

generate 100,000 tonnes of carbon a 
year, not including emissions coming 
from gas use. Emissions from elec-
tricity usage are above average, as is 
the total from homes and businesses.

Transport is a major source of emis-

sions, which is again above average, 
with a total of 338,000 tonnes being 
produced annually. This includes 
transportation of foods (151,426 
tonnes annually), largely from fish 
farms as well as transporting product 

from the aluminium smelter and 
Glensanda Quarry.

Some 5,3738 tonnes of carbon is 
produced from agriculture annually, 
67 per cent of which is due to methane 
from animals, again a higher figure 
than the UK average.

Forestry, another major land use in 
the area, and the removal of trees for 
wood causes emissions of 483,483t 
annually.

Damage to peatbogs – for example, 
for building projects on Blar Mor – is 
another source of carbon emission in 
the area.

Ms Carstairs said she would like 
to get a group together, with house-
holders as well as businesses, to try to 
come up with solutions to reduce the 
high emission levels in Lochaber.

She said: ‘I would love to see us take 
this on personally and in the work that 
we do. The goal is to find ways to do 
something about this and make it part 
of what we do.’

She added that more research is 
needed to look at the impact of tour-
ism on emissions, through traffic.

Carbon emissions rise in Lochaber

Parents campaign for special swimming classes

Susan Carstairs, pictured here with LEG chairman Scott McCombie, spoke 
about carbon emission levels in Lochaber. Picture: Iain Ferguson/The Write Image

‘POSITIVE talks’ are under way 
between Lochaber Autism Support 
Group and the Lochaber Leisure 
Centre to discuss potential additional 
support needs (ASN) swimming 
classes for children in the area.

Amie-Louise Wallace, who set up 
the Lochaber Autism Support Group 
two years ago, has been canvassing 
parents in Lochaber who have chil-
dren with ASN to assess the need of 
tailored swimming classes.

Amie-Louise told The Oban Times: ‘A 
a lot of additional needs children cannot 
attend the normal lessons and there is 
not an alternative offered by High Life 
Highland unless you can afford one to 
one lessons outwith your membership.’

A number of parents contacted 

Amie-Louise to express their interest in 
ASN swimming classes and a few have 
been speaking to The Oban Times.

Mum Katherine Douglass said her 
children would benefit from ASN 
swimming classes. She said: ‘My two 
children have a chromosome disorder 
22q11 duplication and with this they 
have additional needs. My son Mark 
Douglass has a learning disability, 
development delay, hypermobility 
syndrome and severe anxiety. My 
youngest Anna O’Donnell has hyper-
mobility syndrome, problems with her 
bowel and speech delay.

‘I also have a five-year-old daughter 
who has anxiety and is waiting to 
be tested for the same disorder. My 
children don’t socialise well, so ASN 

swimming lessons would be fantastic 
for them.’

Eilidh Dunleavy also contacted The 
Oban Times to say her son cannot 
attend mainstream swimming lessons 
due to his learning difficulties.

She said: ‘I am very keen to see 
something put in place for children 
such as Lewis and hopefully, with 
enough interest, this can be some-
thing that’s looked into.’

Nikki Jasiczak said there is ‘very 
little to no activities for children with 
additional needs yet they are the chil-
dren that most require them’.

While Nikki’s eldest son does 
attend swimming lessons, she said 
that he struggles with concentration 
and listening to instructions. She 

said: ‘The swimming lessons are 
completely full and Reuben could do 
with a smaller setting and a little more 
understanding from the instructors.

‘My younger one, however, has no 
self-control and cannot function as 
well in normal sessions so will need 
these smaller classes tailored to chil-
dren with extra needs.’

Amie-Louise added: ‘The talks are 
positive and I am hoping by the end 
there may be a class available that is 
tailored more for ASN children.’

A High Life Highland spokesperson 
said: ‘We are working with the Loch-
aber Autism Support Group to iden-
tify the requirements for, and then 
deliver, swimming lessons to children 
with additional support needs.’

Annette Hobson with her dog Caramel beside the busy A830.

ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL’S SUPPORTING 
COMMUNITIES FUND 2017/18
Application forms for grants to community organisations are now available. 

They can be accessed by website: https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/council-and-government/third-sector-grants

phone: 01369 708669

email: communitydevelopment@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Closing date for applications is 10 February 2017.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Cailleach
Get in touch with your stories at bodach@obantimes.co.uk

Empowerment through industry
Many moons ago, when I was 
a cub reporter, an MP put his 
hand on my knee. I was shocked 
– I am a wee Presbyterian from 
a long line of non-demonstrable 
Presbyterians – and was faced 
with a dilemma; would I make 
a scene about it or would I not.

I do consider myself to have  
natural good looks or the waif-
like figure so oft regarded as 
beauty. I am more of a Highland 
woman with a body rounded by 
the love of Crowdie and thick 
cream in my porridge. I also 
say it like it is, so these sorts of 
advances have been few and far 
between.

Of course I was also married 
for 25 happy years (that’s my 
excuse and I am sticking to it).

Anyway, the MP, like every 
other politician in Scotland bar 
one (outwith the SNP) he didn’t 
make it back to Westminster 
this time around.

Recently, as I was driving into 
work, I heard about the objec-
tification of women by both 
Russian president Vladimir 
Putin and American president 
Donald Trump.

Mr Putin is recorded as saying 
the best prostitutes in the world 
can be found in Russia, while 
Mr Trump has made many 
comments about women that 
the ‘free world’ wishes he had 
never made.

Of course Mr Trump, a 
second generation child of our 
Western Isles, also ran the Miss 
World beauty pageants. As a 
reporter in these parts for a 
decade, I have not seen many 
examples of women or girls be-
ing objectified in such a way. In 
fact the opposite – I have seen 
women being at the heart of 
our communities as respected 
as the next person, and in many 
positions of responsibility.

It is interesting that the world 
has shifted again with the elec-
tion of Mr Trump. 

We already know he has his 
foibles. As a commentator said 
on the radio recently – ‘he is not 
able to resist hitting back’.

I sincerely hope that someone 
changes the password on his 
Twitter account before too long,  
otherwise the world might be in 
hot water in a very short space 
of time. 

There is no direct correlation 
of the derisory nature in the 
objectification of women and 
elected politicians thankfully. 
I worked for a wonderful MSP 
once who was the most equita-
ble man I’ve known. He valued 
me and listened to me.

It does seem, from my wee 
house on the edge of the 
Atlantic, that there is a role 
that we all have to play in the 
empowerment of our commu-

In this series, The Oban Times’ resident Cailleach (Gaelic: old woman and, by experience, often a storyteller) looks through archive 
material for articles and pictures that preserve moments from the past. There is always a back story – and sometimes a future one. 

Oban Gaelic Choir, one of the oldest competi-
tion choirs in Gaeldom, entertained a packed 
Old New Year’s Night Ceilidh in Oban Com-
mercial Lodge No.80 on Saturday January 14.

The choir’s beautiful and eclectic song 
programme featured fiddler Joanie 

Garvin playing a Barra tune, Loch 
na h-òb and a Mull piece called 
Tug Argen Gap (Maids of Kintail), 
while Mòd gold medallist Mary 
Catherine MacLean sang a 
lullaby, Dean Cadalan Sàmhach.

Other choir members took to 
the floor, including Fumiko 
Miller, who sang the Sound 

of Music classic Do-Re-Mi in Japanese. Sìleas 
Sinclair, who entertained the hall with her ac-
cordion, also conducted the choir’s harmonic 
songs, which included their Stornoway Mòd 
set piece, the love song Tionndaidh am Bàt 
(Turn round the boat), and Cholla mo Rùn: the 
Piper's Warning to his Master.

‘Although the National Mòd is often the fo-
cus for our weekly practices, we sing primarily 
for enjoyment and for the friendship and fun 
we have together,’ the choir says on its website.

Sìleas is currently researching a songlist 
by mainland Argyllshire bards f o r 
their summer concert.

At the time this picture was taken, it was so unusual for a father ‘baby sit’ his own 
children that The Oban Times made a feature out of it.

Formidable, strong and sturdy – these women could run the world if they would 
only put their mind to it.

Never mess with a games convenor – the consequences will be taken out in the 
marks for your homemade jam or your ‘stodgy’ Victoria Sponge.

nities without seeing gender or age or 
perceived mental or physical ability.

No, the progress should not be 
through perceived beauty but through 
hard work, debate and industry. 

I met a man in a shop last week who at 
one time delivered fish to the MacLe-
od’s of Lewis. he told me this story...

One day he happened to be delivering 
some cod to Tong. In one home a sister 
was visiting from America after almost 

two decades of being abroad. The sassy 
American woman criticised his fish. 

It is reported her sister said: ‘Och, 
Mary Anne stop trying to be something 
you are not. It is good fish from the 
Lord’s good sea. You might live in 
America now, but you came from noth-
ing and you will go back to nothing.’ Or 
word’s to that effect. 

That wisdom is fairly resonant for all 
of us.

Sìleas is currently researching a songlist 
by mainland Argyllshire bards f o r 
their summer concert.

Oban Gaelic Choir, one of the oldest competi-
tion choirs in Gaeldom, entertained a packed 
Old New Year’s Night Ceilidh in Oban Com-
mercial Lodge No.80 on Saturday January 14.

The choir’s beautiful and eclectic song 
programme featured fiddler Joanie 

Garvin playing a Barra tune, 
na h-òb
Tug Argen Gap
while Mòd gold medallist Mary 
Catherine MacLean sang a 
lullaby, 

Other choir members took to 
the floor, including Fumiko 
Miller, who sang the 

Mary Catherine MacLean singing the lullaby 
Dean Cadalan Sàmhach

Above: Gaelic choir Right: Alastair MacLean Fumiko Miller sang 
The Sound of Music classic 

Do-Re-Mi in Japanese Oban Gaelic Choir and conductor Sìleas Sinclair, after singing Colla mo rùn

Fiddler Joanie Garvin plays a Barra tune, Loch na h-òb
Oban Gaelic Choi sang their set piece from the 

2016, Tionndaidh am Bàt

Oban Gaelic choir delights ceilidh audience
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Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Friday 27 January – Thursday 2 February 
A MONSTER CALLS | 12A | 128 MIN
Sat: 12:00, Sun: 14:30
Silver Screening  - ‘Last Chance to See’ - Concessions (age 
60+) entry just £3! Sun: 14:30
A boy seeks the help of a tree monster to cope with his 
single mum’s terminal illness.

KIDS CLUB: SHREK | U | 90 MIN
Sat: 11:30
Children’s Classic. After his swamp is � lled with magical 
creatures, Shrek agrees to rescue Princess Fiona for a 
villainous lord in order to get his land back. (2001)

LA LA LAND | 12A | 148 MIN
Fri:15:45, 18:30, Sat: 14:30, 15:30, Sun: 11:45, 20:00, Mon: 
15:45, 18:30, Tue: 15:45, 18:30, Wed: 16:15, Thu: 16:00
Parent and baby screening: Lights will be left on at a 
dimmed level and baby changing available. Tue: 11:30
Mia, an aspiring actress, serves lattes to movie stars 
in between auditions and Sebastian, a jazz musician, 
scrapes by playing cocktail party gigs in dingy bars, but 
as success mounts they are faced with decisions that 
begin to fray the fragile fabric of their love a� air, and the 
dreams they worked so hard to maintain in each other 
threaten to rip them apart.

NT LIVE: AMADEUS | 12A | 210 MIN
Thu: 19:00
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, a rowdy young prodigy, ar-
rives in Vienna, the music capital of the world – and he’s 
determined to make a splash. Awestruck by his genius, 
court composer Antonio Salieri has the power to pro-
mote his talent or destroy his name. Seized by obsessive 
jealousy he begins a war with Mozart, with music, and 
ultimately, with God.

SILENCE | 15 | 181 MIN
Fri: 21:15, Sat: 18:10, Sun: 16:45, Mon, Tue, Thu: 21:15
Two Jesuit priests, Sebastião Rodrigues and Francis 
Garrpe, travel to seventeenth century Japan which has, 
under the Tokugawa shogunate, banned Catholicism 
and almost all foreign contact. There they witness the 
persecution of Japanese Christians at the hands of their 
own government which wishes to purge Japan of all 
western in� uence. Eventually the priests separate and 
Rodrigues travels the countryside, wondering why God 
remains silent while His children su� er.

T2: TRAINSPOTTING | 18 | 135 MIN
Fri: 16:00, 18:30, 21:00, Sat: 17:15, 19:45, 21:15, Sun: 
12:00, 17:00, 19:30, Mon, Tue: 16:00, 18:30, 21:00, Wed: 
16:00, Thu: 16:15, 18:45
First there was an opportunity......then there was a 
betrayal. Twenty years have gone by. Much has changed 
but just as much remains the same. Mark Renton (Ewan 
McGregor) returns to the only place he can ever call 
home. They are waiting for him: Spud (Ewen Bremner), 
Sick Boy (Jonny Lee Miller), and Begbie (Robert Carlyle). 
Other old friends are waiting too: sorrow, loss, joy, 
vengeance, hatred, friendship, love, longing, fear, regret, 
diamorphine, self-destruction and mortal danger, they 
are all lined up to welcome him, ready to join the dance.
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community-owned and run

LIVE ON STAGE

Real Adams
 www.realadams.com
IN AID OF Stem Cells Appeal 
for Guy Forteith

Guy Forteith , 23, was diagnosed with MS when 
he was aged 16, and is hoping to raise £20,000 
towards the new treatment, which he hopes will 

change his life

ALSO
YOU CAN ALSO SUPPORT SCFG BY 

DOWNLOADING THE SIGNAL FIRES CHARITY 
SINGLE, 'ENEMY'. AVAILABLE ONLINE.

Special Guest DJ
George Noble

Saturday 28th January
The Corran Halls * Oban / 8.00pm

Entry by donation at the door
www.facebook.com/guyforteithappeal 

FilmG, the national Gaelic 
short � lm competition, 
has announced this year’s 
shortlists, with stand-out 
entries by promising 
� lmmakers, schools, and 
community groups from 
all around Scotland mak-
ing the hotly contested 
� nals.

This year’s FilmG attract-
ed more entries than ever 
before, with many clever, 
fun and quirky interpre-
tations of the theme ‘Strì’ 
(Endeavour/Con� ict).

The FilmG jury panels 
comprised of industry 
professionals, including 
producers, directors and 
scriptwriters from all over 
Scotland, as well as top 
sports commentators 
given the inclusion of the 
new Sports Commentary 
category this year.

One of this year’s pan-
elists is BeesNees media 
director, Duncan MacDon-
ald who said: 'It is great to 
see so many � lmmakers 
of all ages engage in this 
competition.

'This year we have seen 
a wide range of � lms and 
individual takes on the 

topic and those making 
the shortlist had a clear 
narrative and viewpoint. 
It's not always about 
technical brilliance – heart 
and soul come through 
strongly in the best work.'

FilmG is MG ALBA’s Gael-
ic short � lm competition 
aimed at developing new 
on-screen and o� -screen 
talent for BBC ALBA and 
new media and is open to 
anybody over 12 years of 
age to make up to a � ve 
minute short � lm in Gaelic.

The youth category re-
ceived 56 entries this year, 
with a large geographic 
spread of schools from 
across Scotland making 
the shortlist, including 
Lionacleit School in 
Benbecula, Plockton High 
School, Millburn Acade-
my in Inverness, James 
Gillespie’s High School in 
Edinburgh and Calderglen 
High School in East Kil-
bride, among the � nalists.

With such � erce compe-
tition, it is fantastic to see 
� rst-time FilmG entrants, 
Calderglen High School 
making the shortlist for 
Best Film, with Eadar Dà 

Bheachd,  their humorous 
take on the theme that 
sees the class fall out over 
their ideas for a � lm they 
are working on.

Also in the running for 
Best Film is Gairloch High 
School’s emotional drama, 
Briste, about the devastat-
ing e� ects of illness on a 
family, which also caught 
the attention of the judges 
for Best Script award.

The Best Young 
Filmmaker shortlist is 
testament to the breadth 
of young talent entering 
the competition, with 
not only documentary 
� lmmakers such as Eòin 
Cumming from Laide near 
Gairloch making the cut 
for his mountain biking 
documentary Strì Ris a’ 
Chiad Chloich, but also 
the emergence of creative 
young animators as S1 
pupil Ruairidh MacAlas-
dair, also from Gairloch, 
who has been shortlisted 
for his quirky animated 
game of hide and seek, in 
Falach-fead.

There were also some 
superb � lms shortlisted 
in the Open category, 

which includes entries 
by promising � lmmakers 
over the age of 17, as well 
as community groups.

The shortlist for the Best 
Documentary includes the 
captivating A’ Tuiteam,  by 
Jessie Ann MacDonald & 
Paul Steele from South 
Uist with viewers given 
an insight into Jessie’s 
life coping with epilep-
sy.  Also, shortlisted for 
this award is Taobh Eile 
Duilghe, by up-and-com-
ing � lmmaker Kerr Gibb 
from Portree,  with his 
portrayal of the lives of 
1.5 million Syrian refugees 
living in Lebanon. This � lm 
also earned him a place 
on the shortlist for Best 
Community Film.

With so many great 
entries, one of the hardest 
categories for the judges 
to whittle down was Best 
Comedy. Making it to the 
� nal four however was 
Girls, Strì and Macaroni by 
Iain Wilson from Sta�  n, 
which follows the antics 
of rapper Ally C and his 
compadre Calum Kan-y-e. 

Keen BBC ALBA viewers 
will have spotted Sabhal 

Mòr Ostaig TV Course 
students’ parody, Cheating 
Our Language, which also 
made the Best Comedy 
shortlist. The TV course 
students were not alone 
in making the cut, with 
Glasgow Kelvin College’s 
Gaelic learners getting a 
mention for their comedy, 
Leasan, in which a cruel 
Gaelic tutor teaches pupils 
insults when they think 
they are learning the ba-
sics of the language.

As with the Comedy 
award, many of the cate-
gory shortlists have been 
very closely contested, 
including the new Best 
Sports Commentary.

The four shortlisted 
commentaries are evenly 
matched with two boys,  
Calum MacMillan and Jack 
MacDonald, who gave 
us their take on the Billy 
Macneil Cup Final, and 
two girls, Kate Bradley 
from Ardnamurchan and 
Christina MacDonald from 
Skye making the � nal list. 
Kate Bradley chose to 
comment on the women’s 
shinty Valerie Fraser Cup 
Final, whilst Christina 

chose a favourite moment 
from the semi-� nal of the 
same tournament.

Top sports commentator 
and FilmG judge, Derek 
Murray, said: 'It was an ab-
solute joy and hugely en-
couraging to see so many 
aspiring commentators 
entering this competition.

'We had a plethora of 
engaging and informed 
commentary and those 
shortlisted would not 
look out of place on BBC 
Radio Nan Gàidheal or 
BBC ALBA. I would be priv-
ileged to work beside any 
of them and who knows, 
soon we may well get that 
opportunity.'

All of the shortlists are 
now available to view 
online at FilmG Youth and 
FilmG Open and you can 
also view all 105 entries in 
this year’s competition.

The winners will be an-
nounced at the prestigious 
FilmG awards ceremony 
taking place at the Old 
Fruitmarket in Glasgow on 
Friday February. 

Keep an eye on FilmG 
twitter and Facebook for 
information about tickets.

2017               
shortlist announced

Head Chef Robert McKillop joined Loch Lev-
en Hotel earlier in 2016 to strengthen our small 
team and has developed our kitchen brigade in 
terms of skill and direction. Leading by exam-
ple and with an approachable coaching style 
he has an insightful knowledge of all things 
food that he has built up during his career. He 
exudes a true passion for local produce which 
has helped us to further develop our network of 
local suppliers. Robert started his career as an 
apprentice at Fairmont’s Chateau Lake Louise 
in Canada and then transitioned to their Cana-
dian sister hotel the Banff Springs Hotel. With 
further training in the European hospitality 
destinations of Switzerland ,Germany and 
Austria, Robert decided that he would cross 
the Channel to pursue his carreer working in 
Ireland ,England and the Channel Islands. This 
definitely paid off as although he is classically 
trained he has gained a great deal of experience 
in modern cuisine especially at Rosette level 
where he has built his reputation. He would 
describe his style as Modern European but to 
quote our great chef “I really enjoy cooking the 
awesome produce that Scotland has to offer” 
and that is certainly something that is evident 
in his menus.

Head Chef Robert McKillop joined Loch Lev-

CHEF 
PROFILE

Some of the shortlisted entries:

Calum 
MacMillan 
- Gearradh 
an Stiùriche

Claire Frances MacNeil - Bodach na Beinne

Strì na 
Dìleab - 

Nicolson Institute

Hannah McKirdy - Cheating Our Language

Fon Leabaidh - Olaf Isaacson
Skye Shinty’s Ally MacLeod 

impressed judges wiht his 

comedy performance

Plockton High School’s ‘Str_ Ceitidh’ is nominated for the Gaelic Prize

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD
OBAN ACCORDION AND 

FIDDLE CLUB 
� ursday 2nd February 

2017
7.30pm

Royal Hotel
Guest Artist:

Ross MacPherson Band
Admission £4
All welcome

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 26 January – 
Thursday 2 February 2017

DIARDAOIN 26 FAOILLEACH
THURSDAY 26 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.05 Co-Sheirm – archive music from 
choirs and soloists (rpt)
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Dealbhan Fraoich – 
Heather’s Portraits – Episode 2
21.00 DIY le Donnie – Donnie MacLeod 
is back with more DIY – Episode 4 (rpt)
21.45 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – 
music (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad – it’s all 
about the cars! – Episode 4
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Ice Road Rescuers – 
Episode 3

23.15 Hebridean Celtic Festival – 
highlights from 2013 – music (rpt)
23.25 Òrain Òir – Gaelic song archive 
(rpt)
23.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)

DIHAOINE 27 FAOILLEACH
FRIDAY 27 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Taigheadais Dùthchail – Rural 
Housing - Episode 1 (Rpt)
20.00 Co Loisg Air – revisiting the 
famous Appin Murder case (rpt)
21.00 Tormod: Norman MacLean – A 
Life (rpt)
22.00 Cuirm@Celtic: The Chieftains, an 
Darna Ceum (rpt)
23.00 Gaol@Gael – Episode 3 (rpt)
23.30 Air an Rathad – cars, cars and 
more cars! – Episode 4 (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 28 FAOILLEACH
SATURDAY 28 JANUARY
16.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
17.05 BEÒ | LIVE: Football - Ayr United 
v Morton
19.20 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
19.30 Machair (rpt)
19.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.00 Òrain Oir – Gaelic songs from the 
archives – Episode 4 (rpt)
20.30 Leugh Mi – guests and their 
favourite books (rpt)
21.00 Seirm – music from Celtic 
Connections (rpt)
22.00 Football: St. Johnstone v 
Hamilton Accies
23.00 A gu U: An Cuala Tu? – archive 
Gaelic music – Part 2 (rpt)
24.00 Women in Blue – documentary 
on LAPD (rpt)
24.45 Belladrum 2014 – music (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 29 FAOILLEACH
SUNDAY 29 JANUARY
16.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming

17.30 De a-nis? (rpt)
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30 Alleluia! – Spiritual music an   d 
verse (rpt)
20.00 Fuine – cooking for afternoon tea 
(rpt)
20.30 Dealbhan Fraoich – Heather’s 
Portraits – Episode 2 features crofter Ena 
MacDonald (rpt)
21.00 Farpaisean Chon-chaorach – 
Sheepdogs – Episode 4 (rpt)
22.00 Football: Kilmarnock v Ross 
County (rpt)
23.00 Rathad na Deighe - Ice Road 
Rescuers – Episode 3 (rpt)
23.45 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – 
music (rpt)

DILUAIN 30 FAOILLEACH
MONDAY 30 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 A’ Phòlainn – Dualchas – Polish 
traditions down through the generations 
(rpt)
19.10 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhòr – Small 
hands in a big war – Episode 4 (rpt)

19.35 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Taigheadais 
Dùthchail – looks at rural housing in 
Scotland – Episode 2
21.00 Trusadh - The Way We Learn (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Port – making musical 
connections in Belfast
22.30 Sgeulachd Edward Pritchard 
– The Human Crocodile – drama 
documentary (rpt)
23.30 Air an Rathad – the car show – 
Episode 4 (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 31 FAOILLEACH
TUESDAY 31 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00 Co-Sheirm – archive music from 
choirs and soloists – Episode 4
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Leugh Mi – Guests and 
their favourite books
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Farpaisean Chon-

Chaorach – Sheepdogs – Episode 5
22.00 Trusadh: The way we learn (rpt)
23.00 Aiteal – supernatural Scotland 
(rpt)
23.25 Alleluia! – Spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)

DICIADAIN 1 GEARRAN
WEDNESDAY 1 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05 Clann a’ Chogaidh Mhòr – Small 
hands in a big war – Episode 4 (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Fuine – cooking with seafood 
(rpt)
21.00 All That Lies Behind Me - drama 
documentary (rpt)
22.00 Gaol@Gael – Gaelic match-mak-
ing – Series 2 – Episode 1 (rpt)
22.30 Port – musical connections in 
Belfast (rpt)
23.00 DIY le Donnie – more DIY tips – 
Episode 4 (rpt)
23.45 Hebridean Celtic Festival – 
highlights from 2013 (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 2 GEARRAN
THURSDAY 2 FEBRUARY
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.05 Co-Sheirm – archive music from 
choirs and soloists (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Dealbhan Fraoich – 
Heather’s Portraits – Episode 3
21.00 DIY le Donnie – Donnie MacLeod 
is back with more DIY – Episode 5 (rpt)
21.45 ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad – it’s all 
about the cars! – Episode 5
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Ice Road Rescuers – 
Episode 4
23.00 Football: Hamilton Accies v 
Inverness CT

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain

The Bogeyman of Balvicar, 
Seil Drama Group’s third 
production, takes to the stage 
this Saturday, after their 
sell-out shows of The Pirates 
of Puilldobhrainn in 2015 and 
Cinderella of Seil in 2016.

Written by Wendy Dugdale 
and John Colston, the panto 
follows the adventures of Boris 
the Bogeyman (Jan Wolffe) 
and Blair (Wendy Dugdale), 
assisted by Donkey (Jenn 
Brunner), while they battle 
arch villain Laird Longjohn of 
Ardlycapable (John Maclean).

Boris’s blissful existence is 
disturbed when a series of 
fairytale creatures including 
Red (Daisy Dugdale) and 
Pinnochio (Gavin Thorpe) 
are dumped in his bog. To get 
his solitude back Boris has to 

capture Princess Blair and 
deliver her to Laird Longjohn 
to marry.

A merry romp round Seil 
follows, avoiding the Big Bad 
Wolf (Mary Freer), with all 
the usual panto fun – oh, yes, 
there is – until true love wins 
the day and the show ends in a 
singsong.

The programme further 
explains: ‘Cross the Clachan 
bridge – taking care not to 
fall into the stream of molten 
lava below – and you will find 
yourself on the magical Isle of 
Seil. But the fairytale creatures 
who live there are in desperate 
peril – the evil Laird Longjohn 
wants to send them into exile, 
and there’s a big bad wolf and a 
dragon to worry about as well.

‘Who can help them? And 

who will rescue the beautiful 
Princess trapped in the castle 
tower? And what of the mys-
terious bogeyman who stays 
in Balvicar bog? Can he fix it? 
Or will he just eat them all for 
breakfast?’

Debuting as director, George 
Houston moves from steering 
boats to steering the cast. 
With magical music by Maggie 
Thorpe, captivating costumes 
by Helen Glennie, and stun-
ning scenery by Maura Rae 
and her team, the panto prom-
ises a great show for everyone.

There are two performances 
in Seil Island Community Hall 
on Saturday January 28, at 
3pm and 7pm. The £5 tickets, 
which include ice-cream and 
soft drinks, are on sale at 
Balvicar Stores.

The creation of a digital collec-
tion of the unpublished work of 
the first Scots Makar, Edwin 
Morgan, should have been easy.

Morgan wanted his scrap-
books, correspondence and 
handwritten drafts of poems to 
be publicly available during his 
lifetime (1920-2010).

And since then, the Edwin 
Morgan estate and the Universi-
ty of Glasgow – he was a student 
and lecturer in the Department 
of English literature – have 
also tried valiantly to make his 
unpublished works accessible to 
the rest of the world.

But today, a web resource 
is launched explaining the 
obstacles inherent in current 
copyright law which have made 
the digitisation of cultural 
heritage collections, such as 

Morgan’s, virtually impossible. 
The resource, found at www.
digitisingmorgan.org, has been 
developed by Kerry Patterson, 
project officer for the digitising 
of the Edwin Morgan Scrap-
books project at the University 
of Glasgow, with principal 
investigator Professor Ronan 
Deazley from Queen’s Univer-
sity Belfast, and Victoria Stobo, 
a PhD student at the University 
of Glasgow.  

This is the first major UK 
study examining the challenges 
– both legal and financial – in 
digitising cultural heritage col-
lections, particularly those from 
the mid to late 20th century in 
the current regulatory climate.

The difficulties centre on what 
are described as orphan works 
– works that are still protected 

by copyright law but for which 
the owner or owners cannot be 
identified or located.

In the collaborative project 
between CREATe (the Centre 
for Copyright and New Business 
Models in the Creative Econo-
my – a national hub based at the 
University of Glasgow) and the 
university library, Ms Patterson 
warns that current copyright 
regulations are 'preventing the 
digitisation of cultural heritage 
collections'.

‘If permissions cannot be 
secured because rightholders 
cannot be contacted, institutions 
may simply avoid socially ben-
eficial uses of these ‘orphans’, 
preferring instead to deal with 
material for which copyright has 
expired or is easy to clear. 

‘But, when decisions about the 

digitisation of heritage collec-
tions are shaped by the copyright 
status of the material itself, this 
skews the digital cultural record,’ 
she says.

There is currently a twin-track 
approach to the problem of 
orphan works in the UK: an 
exception which implements the 
EU Orphan Works Directive 
2012 and the Orphan Works 
Licensing Scheme (OWLS). 
Both depend upon conducting 
a diligent search for every single 
orphan work that is to be dig-
itised, regardless of the nature 
and scale of the project.

The University of Glasgow 
project is the first major UK 
study to consider the concept 
of diligent search since the 
Directive and OWLS came into 
effect.

Paul Bush OBE, director 
of events at VisitScotland, 
said: ‘Scotland is the perfect 
stage for cultural events and 
EventScotland is delighted 
to be once again supporting 
Oban Live, showcasing 

the very best Scottish and 
International talent. These 
additions to what is already a 
fantastic line-up will capture 
the imagination of visitors 
from both the local area and 
further afield.’

School pipe band to join 
Skerryvore for 2017 Oban Live

Why Edwin Morgan’s scrapbooks 
remain inaccessible in a digital world

Seil panto brings the 
Bogeyman to life

Oban High School (OHS) 
Pipe Band will join trad-rock 
artists Skerryvore on stage at 
this year’s Oban Live music 
concert.

OHS Pipe Major, Angus 
MacColl, said: ‘We are 
incredibly honoured to be 
invited to play on stage with 
the sensational Skerryvore. 
This is a fantastic opportunity 
for our young band members 
to showcase their talents to an 
audience of thousands – and 
in their local town, too. We 
are all very excited to rehearse 
with West Coast favourites 
Skerryvore. All those headed 
for Oban Live this summer are 
in for a treat!’

OHS Pipe Band is the last 
act to be revealed in a busy 
week of announcements from 
the event. Announcing live on 
Oban Live’s Facebook page, 
Mà nran, Tide Lines and Trail 
West all confirmed they will 

play Argyll’s largest live music 
event on June 2 and 3 this year. 
The event also announced that 
remaining tickets WILL go on 
sale on Saturday (January 28) 
at 3pm.

Daniel Gillespie of Sker-
ryvore and Artistic Director 
for Oban Live added: ‘Angus 
MacColl is a piping legend and 
a real hero of ours growing 
up on Tiree learning to play 
traditional music, so to have 
him join us on stage in Oban 
along with his brilliant group 
of pupils will be a very special 
collaboration for us. We are 
also delighted to announce 
that Trail West, Mà nran and 
Tide Lines will join us in 
Oban, as not only are they 
great friends but they are three 
of the most exciting acts on 
the Scottish scene today – all 
bringing their own brand and 
fusion of West Coast music.
We still have three more acts 

to announce as well as some 
other special guests so watch 
this space for more exciting 
announcements.’

Streaming live from 
Glasgow’s Barrowlands 
before taking to the stage at 
Celtic Connections on Friday 
January 20, Gary Innes of 
multi-award-winning folk-rock 
group Mà nran said: ‘We are 
delighted to announce that we 
are coming to Oban Live this 
year. It was a massive year for 
Oban Live last year and this 
year is going to be even bigger. 
Look forward to seeing you all 
in June.’

With traditional Celtic roots 
and songs in both English 
and Gaelic, Mà nran’s fiery 
tunes from fiddle, accordion, 
flute, uilleann and Highland 
bagpipes are known to bind 
powerfully to a rhythm section 
awash with elements of funk, 
jazz and rock to create innova-

tive and uplifting instrumental 
music.

The exciting quartet Trail 
West soon followed were the 
second act to reveal that they 
will be joining the Oban Live 
line-up this year. With band 
members hailing from Tiree 
and South Uist, the music and 
culture that they were raised in 
remains a pure and refreshing 
trademark in the sound of Trail 
West. Oban Live’s audience 
will be treated to the incredi-
ble musicianship of frontline 
pair Seonaidh MacIntyre and 
Ian Smith through high-ener-
gy tunes and arrangements, 
accompanied by the multi-in-
strumental talents of Andrew 
Findlater and Alain Campbell.

Yesterday (Wednesday Jan-
uary 25), four piece Scottish 
band Tide Lines were the 
third act to announce they will 
play Oban Live this summer. 
Whilst heavily influenced by 

the traditional music of the 
West Highlands and Islands, 
their highly eclectic sound is 
driven by acoustic and electric 
guitars, with drums and key-
boards. Their first single, Far 
Side of the World, entered the 
UK download charts ahead of 
popular tracks by Coldplay, 
Adele and Beyoncé, less than 
24 hours after the band was 
launched on social media in 
June 2016. Tide Lines consists 
of Oban Times columnist Rob-
ert Robertson from Lochaber, 
Ross Wilson from Mull, Alas-
dair Turner from Alness, and 
Fergus Munro from Glasgow.

The acts join a whole stream 
of talented Scots and Irish 
artists confirmed for the 
event, including Admiral 
Fallow, Roddy Hart and the 
Lonesome Fire, We Banjo 3, 
Skipinnish, Skerryvore and the 
collaboration of Argyll Ceilidh 
Trail and Ceol an Aire.
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In the preface to this year’s 
Celtic Connections programme, 
Artistic Director, Donald 
Shaw, writes: ‘From out of the 
dark days of January, it is this 
extended warmth across 18 days 
of over 200 shows and 20 venues 
that makes the atmosphere so 
special.’ 

Unfortunately for me, my Jan-
uary party is on hold because I 
haven’t managed to make it to 
any of the festival yet! 

I was particularly disappoint-
ed to have missed three sold 
out gigs – the Ceol ’s Craic and 
Gaels Le Chèile evening, the 
Manran and Blazin’ Fiddles gig, 
and The Tiree Song Book. 

Many good friends of mine 
were playing at the Tiree night 
and I wish I could have managed 
along. 

An extra special night this year 

must have been Shooglenifty’s 
A Night for Angus. Angus R. 
Grant was a folk music legend 
and an incredibly well-loved 
person, and I am certain that 
the line-up that the concert 
reflected that.

There must have been so many 
people all over the world wish-
ing they could have been there. 

It is always so difficult to 
decide what to attend at the 
festival. Over the coming weeks, 
you can catch Gary Innes (with 
his new album release), Rachel 
Walker (with her commission, 
Seudan), Cathy Ann McPhee in 
concert, or Breabach and Beoga 
live in the City Halls.

I could not include details 
of all the wonderful events on 
offer; but please head to www.
celticconnections.com to have a 
look for yourself!

Ian MacDonald
Friends and colleagues from all 
walks of life attended the funer-
al of Ian MacDonald – for many 
years a committee member of 
Clydebank Highland Associa-
tion.  

Many representatives of the 
kindred associations (of whom 
Ian was a great supporter) came 
along to pay their respects to 
a kindly giant of a man with a 
pawky sense of humour. 

Ian always ensured everyone 
attending Clydebank cèilidhs 
was made to feel welcome and 
part of the ‘ceilidh family’.

Although a true ‘bankie’, Ian 
loved nothing better than visit-
ing the family home at Haeste 
in Skye, both enjoying and 
partaking of the local craic. 

He will be sorely missed by all 

who had the pleasure of know-
ing him. 

A touching moment in the ser-
vice was the playing of the pipe 
tune, Father John MacMillan of 
Barra, composed by Ian's uncle, 
Norman MacDonald, and 
played by Robert Wood.

Condolences are extended to 
Ian's brother Ronnie and all 
their relatives at this sad time.

What’s On
Friday January 27: The Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association New 
Year Dance in the Glasgow 
University Union.
Friday February 11: Ceol 
is Craic Club Film in the 
CCA (documentary about 
Murchadh MacPhàrlain): 
beginning at 7pm; proceeded 
by a “comhradh”, conversation, 

at 6.30pm for learners; and 
followed by a concert by Na 
h-Oganaich.
Friday February 17: The Mull 
and Iona Association Annual 
Gathering at 7.30pm in the 
Glasgow University Union.

Pub Scene
Park Bar: 
Friday January 27: Scott Harvey
Saturday January 28: Martainn 
Skene
Sunday January 29 Martainn 
Skene

Islay Inn: 
Friday January 27: Crooked 
Reel.
Saturday January 28: The Rag-
gaels. 
Wednesday February 1: Quiz 
Night.

Creative hub An Lanntair in Stornoway is participating 
in Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender Plus(LG-
BT+) history month this February.

The month-long exhibition is an annual national 
opportunity to acknowledge, discuss, promote and 
celebrate the history of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender rights.

With the help of the Scottish Queer International Film 
Festival, An Lanntair has put together a fascinating pro-
gramme of events all next month that celebrate LGBT+ 
culture and encompass film, artist talks, literature, and 
even karaoke.

Recent research by the Equality Network (www.
equality-network.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/
The-Scottish-LGBT-Equality-Report.pdf) has shown 
that life for LGBT+ communities can be particularly 
challenging in rural parts of Scotland.

Scott Cuthbertson of the Equality Network said: 
‘There are LGBT people in every part of Scotland, 
sometimes forgotten and often with vastly different 
experiences of inclusion so it’s fantastic to see such a 
diverse mix of film, poetry, and artist talks as part of An 
Lanntair’s LGBT History Month programme.

‘The visibility and inclusion of LGBT history month 
will hopefully provide a welcome boost to the LGBT 
community in Stornoway and the Hebrides.’

An Lanntair’s programme for 2017 seeks to shine a 
light on LGBT+ issues, art, writing, film and themes 
through a diversity of inspiring events for everyone. 

As the first ever LGBT 
history month event on the 
Isle of Lewis, the programme 
is all about raising the profile 
and visibility of LGBT people, 

history, lives and experiences. CEO of An Lanntair, 
Elly Fletcher, said:  ‘I can’t wait to launch this bril-
liant programme of events for LGBT history month.  
An Lanntair is an arts centre that sits at the heart 
of and serves all communities of Stornoway and the 
wider Outer Hebrides.

‘For me, LGBT History Month gives us a superb 
opportunity to recognise and celebrate lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender people in our communities.  

‘For the team and I here at An Lanntair, this work 
does not stop at the end of the month – far from it 
– we are looking forward to continuing to diversify 
our programme throughout our annual calendar, 
exploring LGBT+ issues and arts across all our 

work.’

through a diversity of inspiring events for everyone. 
As the first ever LGBT 

history month event on the 
Isle of Lewis, the programme 
is all about raising the profile 
and visibility of LGBT people, 

our programme throughout our annual calendar, 
exploring LGBT+ issues and arts across all our 

work.’

A SANDWICH SHORT OF A PIC-NIC

Are you a case?
Fruit, nut or basket?
Is a screw loose
You nutty nit-wit?
 
Maybe you’re potty
Gormless or barmy
Completely dotty
A right raving loony
 
Do you go round
The bend or the twist?
You’re really not sound
In this I persist

 

Are you as mad
As hatter or hare?
Off your head
Or not quite all there?
 
Have you mislaid
Marbles or mind?
These I’m afraid
You never will fi nd
 
Whether you’re silly
Stupid or bonkers
You commit folly
Like other plonkers

I still maintain
Berserk of bananas
Of sense not a grain
Despite your endeavours

Well, you daft date
Not the full shilling
I must relate
You have something missing
 
With bats in the belfry
You’re a bird brain-
Or scatter or pea
Batty I say again
 
Off your trolly
Or loosing the plot?
Acting daffy
You say you forgot!

 
Do you seem loopy
Completely barring
Or a bit dozy?
I keep on asking
 
Which is your head-
Dense, thick or empty?
It must be said
Saw-dust’s a plenty!
 
Perhaps, you’re zany
Or simply plain crazy
You’re certainly insane
To read this again!

FEBRUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk

THE NEW TOWN’S 
250TH BIRTHDAY

FEBRUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Historic 
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WIN A LUXURY HIGHLAND BREAK
2020PAGES OF2020SCOTLAND’S TOP 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

SINGER 
BARBARA 
DICKSON ON 
THE JOYS OF 
SCOTLAND’S 
ANCIENT 
CAPITAL

SWANSONG - THE 
WHOOPER SWAN
RECIPES FROM THE 
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BRITANNIA

30% DISCOUNT SUBSCRIPTION OFFER INSIDE

As planning gets under way for Scot-
land’s annual celebration of the Bard, 
Zero Waste Scotland is encouraging 
Scots to make the most of the food they 
buy and avoid wasting their Burns Night 
fare.

With simple planning – such as making 
a shopping list and buying for the num-
ber of guests you are expecting – Scots 
can avoid wasting money and good food. 
If the “best laid schemes o’mice an’ men” 
on food planning still fall short, there 
are plenty of ways to save that delicious 
Scottish scran from waste and make sure 
not a morsel of your haggis supper goes 
in the bin.

Zero Waste Scotland’s Love Food Hate 
Waste campaign manager, Ylva Haglund, 
said: ‘Burns Night is a celebration that so 
many of us love to enjoy and share with 
family and friends, and it’s such a shame 
to see fantastic Scottish food go to waste. 
Many people are surprised to hear that 
once the traditional supper is done there 
are lots of really easy, tasty dishes you 
can create from leftover haggis – and 
save money by making full use of the 
food you’ve bought and avoiding another 
shop.’

James Macsween, managing director of 
award-winning Scottish haggis produc-
ers Macsween, said: ‘If your Chieftain 

haggis has proven to be too big a portion 
this year, Zero Waste Scotland's Love 
Food Hate Waste has some great recipes 
to ensure that nothing goes to waste. 
And from haggis nachos to lasagne, 
there's plenty of inspiration to help you 
enjoy Scotland's national dish all year 
round.’

Zero Waste Scotland estimates that 
every household in Scotland could save 
around £460 a year simply by wasting 
less food. 

Despite that, Scots throw away the 
equivalent of 800 million meals every 
year – enough to feed everyone in Scot-
land three times a day for 50 days.

Dinnae waste a 
morsel this Burns Night

An Lanntair hosts LGBT+ festival



16 FEATURE Thursday 26 January, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk

Lizzie Campbell Preston had the most amazing � rst 
year at Argyll Tapestries on the esplanade at Oban, 
� nishing on a high during a storm with customers 
braving this to do their � nal Christmas shopping. 
Luckily no water came into the shop and the shop 
is set fair for the New Year.  

Lizzie, trained at The Royal School of Needlework, 
set up Argyll Tapestries as a shop to sell hand 
painted tapestry kits and � nished works of her 
own and others. Argyll Tapestries carries out resto-
ration work and new commissions with one of the 
favourite’s being a tapestry of much loved homes 
interpreted by Lizzie from photographs. Examples 
of her work can be seen in the shop. 

Lizzie is really looking forward in 2017 to wel-
coming back her wonderful customers from far 
and wide but especially those surrounding Oban 
and the Isles, catching up on their lovely tapestry 
stories, how they started o�  from encouragement 
from  grandmothers, mothers and aunts and even 
a few fathers. 

Argyll Tapestry - the fabric of success
Over 20% of Scottish small to me-
dium sized enterprises are majority 
owned by women. If the numbers 
of women led businesses were to 
increase to equal those led by men 
it would grow the Scottish economy 
by at least 5% (£7.6 billion). 

Women represent nearly a third of 
entrepreneurs around the world, and 
this number is expected to keep on 
growing. Women in the UK are more 
likely to use the forms of business 
support available from government 
bodies, professional services and 
banks. 

Business Gateway o� er free con� -
dential advice to anyone looking to 
start a business or has plans to grow 
their existing business.

Further to the successful ‘Women 
in Business’ discussion panel, hosted 

during Argyll Enterprise Week in 
October 2016, there will be a “Ladies 
Let’s Talk” event at the Oban Bay Ho-
tel on 8 February at 10am hosted by 
Victoria Ross, Royal Bank of Scotland.  
To register visit http://bit.ly/2kaO01p. 

Business Gateway - inspiring women in Argyll

Sally Orr
I left Oban High School in 1985, 
gained an BA (Hons) in Design at 
Gray’s School of Art before qualifying 
as a teacher in Edinburgh. I taught 
for a couple of years then worked as 
a designer and latterly director of a 
UK jewellery company. To escape the 
relentless commuting, I then worked 
as o�  ce manager for an Architect/
Property Development Company 
before completing the accelerated 
Law Degree and Diploma in Legal 
Practice. I moved home in 2010 to 
work with a local � rm before joining 
D M MacKinnon in 2014. I became 
a Partner in 2016 and specialise in 
residential and commercial property 
matters. 

Louise Fraser
I am a former pupil of Rock� eld Pri-
mary School and Oban High School. 
After obtaining an MA (Hons) in 
English Language, I then completed 
the accelerated Law Degree, both at 
the University of Glasgow This was 
followed by the Diploma in Legal 
Practice at the Glasgow Graduate 
School of Law. I returned to Oban 
and joined D M MacKinnon in 2010 
after working for three years in a 
commercial � rm in Glasgow where I 
specialised in employment law. I be-
came a partner in D M MacKinnon in 
2016 and my work currently focuses 
mainly on employment law and all 
aspects of conveyancing. 

Rising stars at D M MacKinnon Solicitors

Set in secluded wood-
land 15 miles north of 
Oban, Lochandubh 
Kennels was � rst es-
tablished in 1992. The 
family-run business 
is fronted by Fiona 
Woodhouse, along 
with her team of ani-
mal lovers.

Fiona tells us, ‘our aim 
is for your dogs stay 
here to be happy and 
stress free. We have 24 
purpose built kennels, 
licensed for 40 dogs. 
We use sawdust in the 
kennels which keeps 
them dry and clean and 
the dogs are walked 
twice a day though 
woodland paths. The 
kennels have double 
glazed units along 
the front to keep the 
bad weather out but 
the dogs can still see 
what’s going on.’ 

The cattery was 
opened in 2007 and it 
has been designed and 

Your pet is in good hands with Lochandubh Kennels

built to the highest spec-
i� cations. With 8 chalets, 
licensed for 16 cats, all of 
their feline clients love 
the heated beds with 
spacious runs, it really is 
a home away from home. 

There are also facilities 
to board any kind of 
small animal including 
hens. 

Fiona adds, ‘we have 
a lovely working line 
of Labradors which my 
daughter Anna-May and 
I work at the local shoots. 

I have a Black Labrador 
bitch who will be com-
ing into season very 
soon and is looking for 
a handsome sire. 

‘You are very wel-
come to come and 
view our boarding 
facilities.’

All animals must be 
up to date with vacci-
nations and any current 
medical conditions 
must be discussed in 
full when you leave 
your treasured pet. 

FORGET about waiting on a glass 
slipper, women are shattering glass 
ceilings. In fact, new research by the 
Centre for Entrepreneurs reveals that 
female tycoons are twice as ambitious 
as their male counterparts. They have 
narrowed the gender gap by six per 
cent since 2012 and are adding to the 
economic engine that is entrepreneur-
ship – this according to a Global En-
trepreneurship Monitor 2014 Women’s 
Report, which  confi rms that more 

than 200 million women are starting or 
running businesses in 83 economies 
across the globe. An additional 128 
million are running established busi-
nesses.
This week, we meet some of those 
women who are running successful 
businesses around Argyll and Loch-
aber. Their stories are inspiring and 
their business savvy is impressive. 
Read about how they followed their 
passions and their own dream jobs.

in business

Fiona McGlynn is one 
of the four partners 
running R A Clement 
Associates. Having 
graduated from 
Glasgow University 
and qualifying as a 
Chartered Accountant 
with a Glasgow � rm, 
Fiona joined R A Clem-
ent Associates in 1991, 
becoming a partner 
in 1999. Although she 
has speci� c responsi-
bilities within the � rm 
for HR and “Charity & 
Audit” clients, she also 

RA Clement - rising to the challenge for charities
works to meet business 
and individuals’ needs 
for tax and accounting 
advice.  Nowadays this 
includes advising on the 
challenges they face in 
planning for the future 
and dealing with the cur-
rent economic environ-
ment.  The charity and 
audit team deals with 
an increasingly complex 
regulated sector, with 
recent major changes 
set to a� ect many clients 
no matter how small or 
large.  Fiona said: “With 

over 100 clients in the 
charity sector, we have 
built up the expertise to 
enable us to assist cli-
ents of all sizes through 
the challenges ahead.”

Argyll Resources Group 
dates back almost a 
century, being incorpo-
rated in 1919 under the 
name of John MacLa-
chlan Ltd., the current 
director’s grandfather, 
explained co director 
Susan MacLachlan.

‘Sons Neil, Colin and 
daughter Chrissie con-
tinued at the helm over 
the following decades, 
with John my husband 
becoming involved 
during the 1980’s and 
myself a few years later. 

For a time John’s 
brother, John and 
sister Jane also played 
important roles in the 
mechanical and crane 
hire side and o�  ce man-
agement respectively.’  

Women have been 
employed in key roles 
and contributed greatly 
throughout the compa-
ny’s development from 
its construction base 
to quarrying, ready mix 
concrete, crane hire, 
skip hire and recycling, 
portable toilet hire 
and bottled gas supply 
through its West High-
land Gas company. 

Achieving more together with Argyll Resources

Susan added, ‘Pamela 
Venters, a graduate MA 
(hons) Accounts & � nance, 
joined in 2002 as our 
Group accounts manager 
and with an in depth 
knowledge of all areas of 
our business, continues 
to play a key role in the 
Company’s development. 
Flexible and versatile 
and with a great sense of 
humour, which is a must, 
she is a great asset to the 
business.

‘Ann Campbell our sales 
and hire desk administra-
tor since 2006, deals with 
enquiries and orders and 
does a brilliant job advis-
ing customers, pricing 
jobs and coordinating 
transport deliveries to pro-

vide excellent customer 
service.

‘Sally Payne drives the 
Heavy goods vehicles 
delivering skips, concrete 
and quarry materials and 
as the drivers’ represent-
ative, provides important 
feedback on the more 
practical operational and 
health and safety aspects 
of the business to the 
head o�  ce.’ 

Janet Black joined the 
company this year and 
assists Pamela with the 
accounts.

The company contin-
ues to invest in Argyll 
and Lochaber and pro-
vide employment and 
training opportunities 
to local people.

Argyll Resources  Tel: 01631 566370  Email: enquiries@argyllresources.co.uk
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Landlords use 
letting agents 
to give them 

‘peace of mind’
The relationship that exists 
between letting agents and 
landlords is a tried and tested one 
that has stood the test of time, and 
a new study has shown the most 
common reasons why landlords 
choose to work with letting agents.

According to a study by insurance 
company Endsleigh, one of the 
most common reasons that 
landlords will employ a letting 
agent is simply that they want the 
peace of mind that comes from the 
relationship.

Letting agents have industry 
expertise and take away many of 
the stresses of letting properties 
from landlords, which is why 41 
per cent of people said they feel 
they get peace of mind from their 
relationship with an agent. In fact, 
25 per cent even said that they 
contact their letting agent at least 
once a week just to make sure that 
everything is going well.

Other reasons that landlords 
choose to use a letting agent 
include the fact that agents have 
local knowledge they perhaps 
don’t have themselves, which 50 
per cent cited as a reason, and 76 
per cent said they enjoy the fact 
that agents are proactive in helping 
them to find new tenants for their 
properties.

One of the main reasons that some 
people said they choose not to 
use a letting agent is because they 
believe it can be too costly, but 
interestingly, the research found 
that agents actually save landlords 
money in the long run.

It said that void periods for owners 
who use an agent are far shorter 
and fewer than for those who go it 
alone, and a survey suggests that 
in these cases letting agents can in 
fact save their clients an average of 
almost £2000.

LET PROPERTIES NEEDED – LANDLORDS GET IN TOUCH WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM TODAY 
– NOW FULLY MANAGING OVER 150 RENTALS IN ARGYLL & LOCHABER

NEW YEAR OFFER
 

NO LISTING FEES 
in January!

 

Call our o�  ces in January 
to take advantage of our latest o� er

Flat Polfearn House, Taynuilt

£400 PCM

• 1 Double Bedroom
• Unfurnished
• Private Parking
• EPC Rating: C78
• Landlord Reg. 

No. 338011/130/1958

A unique rural one bedroom � at with stunning 
views over Loch Etive. The accommodation is 
unfurnished throughout and comprises of a 
double bedroom (with built in wardrobes), hall, 
lounge, kitchen (inc. hob, oven & extractor) and 
bathroom.

Riverside Court, Isle Of Mull

£450 PCM

• 2 double bedrooms
• Shared Parking
• Part furnished
• EPC Rating: C73
• Landlord Registration No. 

38016/130/21300

2 Bedroom part furnished � rst � oor � at in the 
modern Riverside Court development, Tobermory. 
The property comprises 2 double bedrooms, 
family bathroom, large hall store cupboard, 
lounge/dining room and kitchen. The property is 
part furnished throughout.

Falls Crescent, Connel

A modern and spacious detached house located 
in the popular village of Connel in Argyll. The 
property o� ers bright and spacious rooms, 
practical layout and partial views over Loch Etive 
and the hills beyond. 

£280,000

• Spacious Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms + WC
• Partial views of Loch Etive
• Popular village location
• Garden & Integrated Garage
• EPC Rating - C78

£45K BELOW HR VALUE

Rock� eld Road, Tobermory

51 Rockfi eld Road off ers excellent family sized accommodation 
within easy reach of Tobermory town centre. Situated a short 
walk from the Main Street, the ground fl oor fl at has a lounge, 
kitchen/diner, 3 double bedrooms and a family bathroom.

OIRO £110,000

• Ground Floor Flat
• 3 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
• Situated in a popular residential area
• Private front and rear garden
• Excellent fi rst time buyer property
• EPC Rating - E 40

UNDER OFFER

bellingram.co.uk
01631 566122

oban@bellingram.co.uk

BRAESIDE, ISLE OF TIREE EPC G07
GUIDE PRICE £130,000 

BUN-AN-LOCH, ACHNAMARA EPC E43
OFFERS IN THE REGION OF £325,000 

A wonderfully situated detached 5 bedroom bungalow which offers huge 
scope for improvement in a convenient rural position on the Isle of Tiree.

Well presented, detached property, set within a superb location 
with stunning unobstructed views over the Sound and Paps of Jura.

Flat 1/1 Lismore House 
Oban, PA34 4NU 
Recently decorated 2 
double bedroom fl at for rent 
conveniently situated in 
Oban town centre. 
Unfurnished
Designated Secure Parking, 
Council Tax Band D, Secured entry, EPC Rating: D61 
Landlord Registration number: 452117/130/11301
£575 a month. 

Visit our website at 
www.ethornton.co.uk

17/19  LOCHSIDE  STREET,  
OBAN, ARGYLL,  PA34 4HP

  (01631) 566771 info@ethornton.co.uk

Furnished � rst � oor 
FLAT TO LET

3 double bed, 
1 single bed
2 bathrooms

Centre of town square 
Partial sea views
£600 per month 

07881 418565
Reference essential 

Shared ownership now seen as a key route onto housing ladder
SHARED ownership is now seen as one of the 
key ways to get onto the housing ladder, a 
report launched by the Chartered Institute of 
Housing (CIH) and Orbit reveals.

Shared Ownership 2.1, published by the CIH 
and Orbit, highlights the progress of shared 
ownership, which o� ers potential buyers the 
chance to purchase part of their home and then 
pay rent on the remaining share.

The report shows the tenure is a� ordable 
across the vast majority of the UK, that it is 
signi� cantly over-subscribed and that the sector 
has capacity to build many more homes.

It also reveals shared ownership is now one 
of the best known ways of getting onto the 
housing ladder, with some 34 per cent of the 
2,200 adults polled by Ipsos MORI saying they 
knew about shared ownership, compared to 

32 per cent who knew about right to buy and 
28 per cent who knew about the help to buy 
equity loan.

The latest report comes two years after CIH and 
Orbit’s initial research into shared ownership, 
which urged the government to invest in 
building more homes for the tenure. Since then, 
£4.1 billion of funding has been earmarked to 
build 135,000 new shared ownership homes and 
the eligibility criteria have been relaxed.

Gavin Smart, deputy chief executive of the 
Chartered Institute of Housing, said: ‘What this 
report shows is that shared ownership is now a 
popular and a� ordable route for many people in 
the UK to get a home.

‘As house prices continue to rise, shared 
ownership is an option for the growing group 
of people for whom home ownership is 

increasingly out of reach, but who don’t have 
the level of need to qualify for social housing.

‘It is pleasing to see more government funding 
being diverted towards shared ownership as 
this report makes it clear we need many more 
homes to cater for growing demand.’

Boris Worrall, executive director of futures 
at Orbit, said: ‘This research shows that 
shared ownership is gaining real momentum 
as a popular and well-known route into 
homeownership for thousands of people who 
would otherwise be priced out of the market.

‘Government support and the sector’s 
ambition, alongside better marketing and 
management, indicate an even brighter future 
for this a� ordable and aspirational product.’

Other key � ndings from the report include:

• Some 102,848 shared ownership homes 
have been built since 2001, with housing 
associations now managing over 54,000.

• The average age of a shared owner is 33 and 
their average income is £33,558.

• 85,000 applications were made for 
the 8,000 shared ownership homes 
available last year.

• Only 18 per cent of the people 
surveyed hadn’t heard of shared 
ownership.

Find out more about shared 
ownership in Scotland at: 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/
Built-Environment/Housing/

investment/grants/hso.
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Call  today on 07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH
All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 

wanted. Guaranteed best price, no 
hassle, free collection anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota 
Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, 

L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + 

All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. 
Single Vehicles or  � eet purchases. Any 
age nearly new or old, any conditions 

from perfect to written o� , non 
runners, rotten, no MOT, high mileage, 
blown engine, overheating etc. Cash 

in hand, no hassle, best cash price 
guaranteed.

WANTED
All Vans / Commercial , All Mercedes, 

Volkswagen, Ford, Iveco, Nissan, Vauxhall 
ect.  All Types, any size. Luton Vans, Tippers, 

Chassis Cab. All Sizes, Non Runners, High 
Milage, Damaged, Rotten, MOT Failures, 

Write O� s, Declared Scrapped etc. Cash Paid.

Collection anywhere, call for a hassle free sale 
07789 855 381

Tel 07703490572 ask for 
Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Tel 01546 602226

FORD SCORPIO CARDINAL HEARSE

Black, Auto, 
Petrol, 1996
Owned from New
2933cc, V6 Engine
79,500 Miles
MOT Nov 2017

£ 3,000
Tel: 07919 390888

2013 (MAY) NISSAN NAVARA
2.5 diesel, d/cab,
c/w, snug hardtop,
loadlines, towbar,
19,000 miles,dealer
maintained, newly 
serviced, excellent/
immaculate 
condition
£11,800+vat

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer
New and Pre-Reg Renaults ready for immediate delivery

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

R E N AU LT

ALL New CLIO

All  New SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small selection of cars 
currently in our showrooms

IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

USED CARS

66 Renault Captur DYN NAV DCi, Orange, delivery mileage ...............  £14,750
66 Dacia Sandero AMB 1.2, 5Dr, H/B, Silver, Delivery Mileage .............. £7,250 
16 Dacia Sandero Amb TCE 5dr H/B , Silver, 500 Miles ........................... £7495
16 Renault Clio Dyn Nav TCE, 5Dr,  H/B, White, Delivery Mileage ........ £12,500
16 Renault Megan DYN NAV 1.5 DCi, 5Dr Silver, 1,150 Miles ............... £11,495
65 Dacia Logan Laureate Prime 1.5 DCi, Blue, 10,850 Miles................... £9250
64 Honda Jazz, ES+ I -Vtec, 1.4, 5Dr, Brown 29,500 Miles ...... ............ .£7,450
64 Dacia Sandero stepway Laureate TCE, Red, 12,600 Miles .................. £7850
14 Nissan Qashqui Acenta, 1.2 5Dr, Grey, 10,000 miles ....................... £13,150
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles .. ........... ......£12,650
14 Dacia Stepway AMB TCe, Black, 15,400 Miles ................................... £6,750
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles............... £9,450
13 Hyundai Active, 1.2, 5Dr, H/B, Grey, 28,000 Miles ............................ £5,000
12 Renault Megan I- Music DCI 5Dr H/B, Blue, 59,000 Miles ................. £5,650
11 VW Polo SEL TSi 1.2, 5Dr, Red, 34,000 Miles ..................................... £7,550
11 Renault Megan Coupe, GT-Line TCE, Blue, 25,000 Miles................... £6,995
10 Toyota Aygo, 1lt, 5 Dr H/B, Blue, 38,500 Miles ................................. £3,950
10 Renault Clio DYN, 1.5 DCI, 3Dr, Beige, 54,000 Miles ......................... £3,750
10 VW Polo SE 60, 1.2 5 Dr H/B Grey ..................................................... £3,495
09 Honda Civi ES I-Vtec, 1.8 5Dr H/B, Blue, 55,350 Miles ...................... £4,650
09 Ford Focus Zetec 100 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 84,000 Miles ......... ........... .....£4,250
COMMERCIALS

62 Renault Tra�  c LL29 Sport, DCI, Black, 122,000 Miles . ........... .£6,850+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ..........................................................£6,750 +VAT
08 Renault Master SWB, White..................................................................POA
LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6               Renault Laguna           Renault Kangoo DCi

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

01583 421396
night after 6pm or 

07766 534208 Day, 
ask for Dougie.

IVECO PANEL VAN 09 REG
100,909 miles,
MOT till April 17, 
good condition

£2,700 + VAT

Phone 07554571070

RENAULT MEGANE
06 reg,1.6 petrol, 
55,000 miles, service 
history, new belts, 6 
months MOT, 4 new 
tyres, new brakes, 
6 disc CD player, good 
condition for year, 
v.good mechanically,
good on fuel.
£650.ono

STODDARTS OF OBAN 01631 564176/07799692072
john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

HONDA TRX500 C/W LOGIC TRAILER

Special O� er Honda 
TRX500FMC C/W 
, New Logic Trailer, 
Road Registered, Fully 
Serviced, New Tyres
£4,950+VAT
delivery&� nance 
arranged

STODDARTS OF OBAN 01631 564176/07799692072
john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

SUZUKI LT400 C/W TRAILER

Special O� er,New Logic 
Trailer, Fully Serviced, 
New Tyres & undersealed, 
3 Year Warranty, 
Handbook & Spare Key
ONLY £3,900+ VAT
delivery&� nance 
arranged

S&S SERVICES USED CAR LIST

Full stock list available on our website www.sandsservices.co.uk
Excellent fi nance packages available.

Tel: 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

S&S SERVICES
ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

Subaru Outback
Explore your surroundings

Subaru Forester
The Award Winning Subaru Forester

The New Subaru Levorg
Your World. Your Space

Subaru Impreza
A true all-rounder

LAST WEEK OF DEMO SALELAST WEEK OF DEMO SALELAST WEEK OF DEMO SALE -  -  - grab your self a bargain with S & S Services...grab your self a bargain with S & S Services...grab your self a bargain with S & S Services...

S&S Services, Heathfi eld, Ayr.Tel: 01292 880080 / 07831 808702

09 58 Subaru Impreza STi  ................................................. £14400
Hatchback 330s, Black 64100 miles
11 11 Subaru Impreza Sti Saloon ......................................  £17500
red 23224 miles
14 14 Subaru STi Type UK .................................................  £20500
Grey, 36000 miles 
14 14 Subaru STi Type UK .................................................. £21995
Black, 22276 miles
14 14 Subaru STi Type UK .................................................  £22995
Grey, 16100 miles
15 65 Subaru STI Type UK ..................................................£24995
Silver, 6000 miles
15 65 Subaru STI Type UK ..................................................£25500
Grey, 34000 miles
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TO PROMOTE YOUR 
NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 
CALL:

01631 568000

NEW
CAR INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perth-
shire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout 
the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good condition 

and reasonable mileage.  Older 4 x 4’s and 
non runners/MOT failures etc considered. 

Will collect.  

Tel 07836 500 403

WANTED 
MOTORCYCLE

Any age, size, or condition considered... quick 
collection and I wont waste your time.....
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RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

RECRUITMENT

HOUSEKEEPER REQUIRED BY 
FORT WILLIAM GUEST HOUSE.

Duties include breakfast service (not cooking), housekeeping, room 
servicing and cleaning in a guest house just outside Fort William.

It is anticipated there will be 6 hours per day available, 7 days a week, 
therefore more than one person may be required to suit hours and 

availability.

Experience is preferred, but training will be provided as required.

The successful applicant is expected to provide:

• Outstanding service and attention to detail in a highly customer 
focused environment.

• Ability to use own initiative.
• Working unattended at times.
• Take pride and interest in the business.
• Provide own transport to work.
• Be reliable and punctual.
• Work with us providing an outstanding guest experience.

The contract can be on an employed or self-employed basis and 
remuneration will be in line with experience and contract basis.

This is a seasonal position, the right person will help us to extend the 
season, and may have the opportunity to return in future seasons.

For an initial discussion please telephone 01397 703320

Sign up for job 
alerts at hijobs.net

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HIJOBS
RECRUITMENT

INVERARAY CASTLE
SEASONAL STAFF REQUIRED

Full/Part-Time

TEAROOM/GIFT SHOP
GUIDES

An interest in Scottish history
and foreign languages an advantage

Please send your current CV to:-
Mrs J Young, Castle Manager

Inveraray Castle, INVERARAY PA32 8XF
E-Mail - manager@inveraray-castle.com

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: 
10TH FEBRUARY

EMPLOYMENT VACANCY
Position: Shop/Reception Assistant
Location: Dunsta� nage Marina, Dunbeg, Oban 
Hours: Normal working hours. WILL include weekend 
work on a rotational basis
Wage: TBC (Depends on experience)

Role: The role of the shop assistant/receptionist is to 
ensure the e� ective and e�  cient running of our Marina 
Shop and Chandlery. The suitable candidate should enjoy 
customer interaction as this role is very customer based. 
Experience in a similar role or knowledge in the Marine 
Industry is desired but not essential. Polite telephone 
manners is crucial.
Responsibilities: Welcoming customers when entering 
the shop and ensuring everyone is being looked after. 
Taking customers registration details and collecting 
payments. 
Handing out brochures when required. Answering all 
inbound phone calls and emails and or taking bookings. 
General Admin duties and tidying the shop � oor. The 
ideal candidate will be enthusiastic, con� dent, friendly, 
organised, well presented and most importantly reliable.
This role is open to Male and Female applicants of 18 years +. 

Enquires: If you’re interested please email or post 
your CV FAO Ranulph McLauchlan to;

info@dunsta� nagemarina.com
Dunsta� nage Marina Ltd, Dunbeg, Oban, PA37 1PX 

01631 566 555

Hazelbank Motors Ltd
Oban

Require a full time, Time 
Served Mechanic for 
expanding workshop.
Please apply in writing only to:

 Iain Coates, Hazelbank Motors Ltd, 
Lynn Road, Oban PA34 4PL

The Majestic Line
Experienced Marine Engineer 

required for 2017 season on small cruise 
vessel operating out of Oban, April to 
October inclusive. Good understanding of 
diesel engines and a mechanical/electrical 
mind is necessary.   The job spec also 
requires people and hospitality skills and 
be able to work as part of a team providing 
a high level of customer care. Working rota 
of 2 weeks on and 1 week off.    

For further details please apply to: 
info@themajesticline.co.uk or telephone 
Neil on 01369 707951

Bookkeeper 
Ardkinglas Estate, Argyll 

Apply today at htt ps://hijobs.net/job/46244 

Sous Chef
Invergarry Hotel, Lochaber 

Apply today at htt ps://hijobs.net/job/46083 

SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS hijobs.net

VIEW ALL JOBS AT hijobs.net

Come and join the great team working at 

Full time chef de partie
to assist the chef prepare and cook our fresh produce menu

Full time front of house assistant & bar person
with the potential to advance for the right candidate

Part time kitchen porter & waiting staff
these positions would also suit young people still in full time 

education 

Call 01631 730250 or 
email eat@creaganinn.co.uk with your details

Appin

STAFF WANTED
Lord of the Isles, Craobh Haven, are looking to add to 
our current team for 2017. The following positions will 

be available:

FRONT OF HOUSE TEAM MEMBERS: 
Full time & Part time.

CLEANER: Part time, 5 mornings a week.
CHEFS, ALL LEVELS: Full time.

KITCHEN ASSISTANTS: Full time & Part time.

We will also be looking for people to join our 
management team. Experience is essential along with 
a clean driving licence and preferably an up-to-date 

Personal Licence to authorise the sale of alcohol.

We will be looking to � ll these positions during March 
2017. This is an ideal opportunity to join an excellent, 

award winning team in a beautiful location. 

If you are interested please email a full CV with 
cover letter to lotinews@aol.com.

North Argyll Carers Centre
North Argyll Carers Centre is a value-based charity, which supports 
those who look after a family member or friend due to illness, 
disability, frailty or addiction, on an unpaid basis. We provide 
information and advice as well as practical and emotional support. 
The organisation is seeking to recruit highly motivated individuals 
with excellent interpersonal skills to join our team.

Assistant Manager (Operations)
37 hours per week - £28,000

3 year fi xed term post

Outreach Carers Support Worker
25 hours per week – £20,125 pro rata

Five of the hours are subject to continuation funding
The successful candidates will be required to join the PVG Scheme 
or undergo a PVG Scheme update check. Use of car and a current 
driving licence essential for both posts. 
Closing date: Friday 3rd February 2017
North Argyll Carers Centre’s commitment to Equal Opportunities is 
refl ected in our selection process
For a recruitment pack or further information on both jobs please 
contact Morag MacLean, Manager on telephone 01631 564422/ 
07771647290 or email: morag@northargyllcarers.org.uk
Registered Charity No: SC040902

Mellex Group Limited
Are looking to fill the position of Hire 
Desk Controller at our Ardrishaig Depot.
This is a full time permanent position, working with 
colleagues and on own initiative to achieve a high 
standard of service to our customers.

The main responsibilities of the post will be dealing 
with customer enquiries, counter sales and service, 
face to face and on the telephone in a polite and 
professional manner.  

The successful candidate should be computer literate 
(training will be given with regards our bespoke hire IT 
system).  Have a strong commitment to deliver good 
customer service, with excellent communication 
skills.  Be organised with the ability to multi-task.  
Having knowledge of tool and plant preferable, but 
not essential.  A driving licence is also required.

Please apply in writing to – Fay Harris, Mellex Group 
Ltd, Glenburn Road, Ardrishaig, Argyll PA30 8EU.  
Or email to – fay@westcoastplanthire.co.uk.  

Applications can also be handed in to the 
Ardrishaig depot.

Please provide information on previous experience. 
Closing date Friday 10th February 2017. 

ARDNAHEIN CARE
Senior Carers/ Carers

Experienced Carers and senior Carers required 
to join our staff  team. Experience and 

SVQ 2/3 preferred.
Travelling expenses can be discussed.
Contact offi  ce for applicati on form.

10 GLENMORAG AVENUE DUNOON PA23 7LG
01369 703371

WWW.ARDNAHEINCARE.CO.UK

Closing date: 10 February 2017.

To apply visit our website

Team Leader – Mental Health (Temp – 6 months)
£36,516 - £39,984  Lochgilphead Ref: CMA00981
35 hours per week
☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs
EMPLOYER

Looking for a new job?
 Create a profile and 

showcase your skills

 Use your Facebook profile

 Store up to 
10 application 
documents

 Set up customised 
job alerts

 Apply with your 
smartphone!
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BLAST AT BANAVIE QUARRY 
FRIDAY 28TH JANUARY 

BETWEEN 12:00 – 14:00hrs

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 
APPLICATION 

*Dr M R Milne
½ 43 & Pt 45 Banavie,  
Kilmallie
0.458 ha – Proposed site for 
a new dwelling house
73576

*Applications marked 
with an asterisk – The 
Commission will consider 
(in this applications where it 
is relevant) any expressions 
of demand when deciding 
whether to issue a Direction

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the 
locality of the croft may 
be sent to the Crofting 
Commission by 24 
February  2017 – Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk

DECROFTING 
DIRECTIONS ISSUED

Mrs J MacGillivray
56, 58 & 59 Banavie, 
Kilmallie
70594
0.262 ha – site of an existing 
dwelling house
Condition – With fencing 
conditions. Full details at 
www.crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Mrs J MacGillivray
56, 58 & 59 Banavie, 
Kilmallie
70595
0.180 ha – site of an existing 
dwelling house
Condition – With fencing 
conditions. Full details at 
www.crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Mrs J MacGillivray
56, 58 & 59 Banavie, 
Kilmallie
70596
0.205 ha – site and amenity 
ground of two log chalets
Condition – With fencing 
conditions. Full details at 
www.crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Mr. G. Napier
4 Fanmore, Kilninian & 
Kilmore
69624
0.093 ha – Site for a dwelling 
house
Condition – With fencing 
conditions.  Full details at 
www.crofting.scotland.gov.uk

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

John Robert MacCallum 
has registered their croft 
15 Airds Bay, Ardchattan 
& Muckairn on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 05 October

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C3523.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Gremlin Napier has 
registered their croft 4 
Fanmore, Kilninian & 
Kilmore on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 20 Sept 2017

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is insert croft 
registration number.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Karen MacGillivray has 
registered her croft 16 
Moss and Blain, Arisaig and 
Moidart, on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by October 4, 
2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C3521. 

Ma bhios ur pàiste còig bliadhna a dh’aois air no ro 28 Gearran 2018, 
faodar an clàrachadh airson Clas 1.
Tha làn-chòir aig clann a rugadh eadar 1 Màrt 2013 agus 28 Gearran 
2015 air àite maoinichte Tràth-ionnsachaidh agus Cùraim-chloinne.
Tha an seisean ùr a’ tòiseachadh air 15 Lùnastal 2017.
Tha sinn toilichte innse gun deach pròiseas clàrachaidh ùr a leasachadh 
airson gun urrainn do phàrantan is luchd-cùraim clann a chlàrachadh 
air-loidhne airson àiteachan san sgoil no ann an tràth-ionnsachadh agus 
cùram-chloinne.
’S e an t-seachdain chlàrachadh airson Clas 1 airson sgoiltean na 
Gàidhealtachd 
Diluain 30 Faoilleach gu Dihaoine 3 Gearran 2017. 
’S e an t-seachdain chlàrachadh airson àiteachan Tràth-ionnsachaidh 
agus Cùraim-chloinne Diluain 13 Gearran gu Dihaoine 17 Gearran 2017. 
Nuair a tha sibh air ur pàiste a chlàrachadh air-loidhne, cuiridh an sgoil 
fios thugaibh gus inntrigeadh a chur air dòigh.
Gheibhear tuilleadh fiosrachaidh mu bhith a’ lìonadh an fhoirm air-
loidhne, pròiseas chlàrachaidh, sgìrean sgoile, Foghlam tro Mheadhan 
na Gàidhlig, còmhdhail sgoile agus iarrtasan àiteachan-sgoile, air-
loidhne aig www.highland.gov.uk/schoolenrolment no tadhailibh air a’ 
bhun-sgoil ionadail tron t-seachdain chlàrachaidh. 
Faodar fhathast leth-bhreac phàipeir den fhoirm chlàrachaidh a lìonadh 
aig oifis na sgoile ionadail tron t-seachdain chlàrachaidh. Thoiribh an 
aire gum feum sibh teisteanas-breith ur pàiste agus dearbhadh den 
t-seòladh agaibh a thoirt leibh ma tha sibh a’ clàrachadh aig an sgoil.

CLÀRACHADH AIR-LOIDHNE AIRSON CLAS 1 & 
TRÀTH-IONNSACHADH AGUS CÙRAM-CHLOINNE 

ANN AN SGOIL –   ÙR AIRSON 2017!

If your child will be five years of age on or before 28th February 2018, 
they are eligible to enrol for Primary 1. 

Children born between 1 March 2013 and 28 February 2015 are entitled 
to a funded Early Learning and Childcare place.

The new session starts on 15th August 2017.

We are pleased to announce that for enrolment into school or early 
learning and childcare, a new enrolment process has been developed to 
enable parents and carers to register children for school places online.    

The P1 enrolment week for Highland schools is Monday 30th January to 
Friday 3rd February 2017. 

For Early Learning and Childcare places it will be Monday 13th February 
to Friday 17th February 2017.

Once you have enrolled your child online, the school will contact you to 
arrange an induction.

Further information on completing the online form, the enrolment process, 
catchment areas, Gaelic Medium education, school transport and placing 
requests can be found online at www.highland.gov.uk/schoolenrolment or 
visit your local primary school during enrolment week. 

A paper copy of the enrolment form can still be completed at your local 
school office during enrolment week. Please note that if you are enrolling 
in person at a school, you are required to take your child’s birth certificate 
and proof of your address with you.

ENROLLING ONLINE FOR PRIMARY 1 
& EARLY LEARNING AND CHILDCARE 

IN A SCHOOL - NEW FOR 2017!

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk ; electronically at the  
AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS OFFICE FULTON HOUSE, GORDON 
SQUARE, FT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY ; or electronically at your nearest Council Service 
Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link https://www.
highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.  

Reference Number

16/05689/FUL

17/00080/PIP

17/00045/FUL

17/00114/FUL

Development  Address

Land 100M SE Of Polgarbh
Gairlochy, Spean Bridge

Glenancross Guesthouse
Morar, Mallaig

Land 360M NE Of Mamore 
Lodge
Mamore, Kinlochleven

Former Lochyside Roman 
Catholic School
Lochyside

Proposal Description

Erection of house, formation of 
vehicular access, installation of 
septic tank and soakaway

Erection of two detached 
houses

A run of river hydro scheme on 
the Allt Nathrach and associated 
watercourses

60no. new dwellings with associated 
services, roads and landscaping, 
including an amenity area with play 
park. Housing to be a combination of 
two storey villas, bungalows and two 
and a half storey flats, with a mix of 
two, three and four beds

Time period for comments is 14 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –
13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead 
PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/02729/PP Replacement of existing beer cellar 
and formation of external deck area 
(retrospective).

Mishnish Hotel Main Street 
Tobermory Isle Of Mull Argyll And 
Bute PA75 6NU

Tobermory Area Office

16/03020/PP Change of use of shepherd hut to holiday 
letting accommodation

Ardnahoe Bothy Port Askaig Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute PA46 7RN 

Sub Post Office 
Port Askaig

17/00061/PP Change of use of guesthouse to form 
annexe to existing hotel

The Old Bakery The Square 
Bowmore Isle Of Islay Argyll And 
Bute PA43 7JP

Bowmore Area Office 
Isle of Islay

17/00044/PP Alterations, refurbishment and change of 
use of bothy building to provide workshop 
and garage

The Old Bothy House Ledaig Oban 
Argyll And Bute PA37 1NY 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

16/02825/PP Change of use of land for the siting of 
2 pre-fabricated timber camping pods 
(retrospective)

Station House Station Road Bridge 
Of Orchy Argyll And Bute PA36 4AD 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

17/00107/PP Renewal of planning permission reference 
13/02755/PP (Erection of dwellinghouse, 
detached garage and formation of access)

Land North Of Ardnacross Aros Isle 
Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Aros 
Isle of Mull

16/03300/PP New water treatment works comprising 
membrane building, dosing building, 2 
above ground water storage tanks and 
associated equipment, access road and 
perimeter fencing

Tobermory Water Treatment Works 
Tobermory Isle Of Mull Argyll And 
Bute PA75 6QF 

Tobermory Area Office

17/00074/PP Erection of extension to dwellinghouse 34 School Street Port Ellen Isle Of 
Islay Argyll And Bute PA42 7DP 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

17/00012/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Plot 2 Land South Of Drimnin 
Kilchrenan Taynuilt Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

17/00041/PP Erection of 5 dwellinghouses (affordable 
housing).

Land South West Of Baile 
Lochdrach Lower Kilchattan Isle Of 
Colonsay Argyll And Bute PA61 7YR 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Colonsay

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

CIVIC GOVERNMENT (SCOTLAND) ACT 1982
TAXI FARE REVIEW
Notice is hereby given that Argyll and Bute Council, having consulted with taxi operators licensed by the authority, propose 
to make no amendments to the maximum fares and charges for taxis operating within the jurisdiction of Argyll and Bute 
Council as detailed below. It is proposed that these will be effective from 25th July 2017. 

Any person wishing to lodge representations in respect of these proposals should do so by writing to the Head of 
Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT by no later than 27th February 2017. 

Tariff 1 Hirings from ranks or “flag”
Hiring between 7am and 10pm

Initial charge (860 yards or part thereof)
Subsequent charge (each 176 yards or part thereof)

£3.00
20 pence

Tariff 2 Hirings from ranks or “flag”
Hiring between 10pm and 7am

Initial charge (860 yards or part thereof)
Subsequent charge (each 150 yards or part thereof)

£3.60
20 pence

Tariff 2 also applies to hirings from ranks or “flag” between 6pm and 10pm December 
24th, 6pm and 10pm December 31st and between 7am 2nd January and 7am 3rd January

Tariff 3 Hiring from ranks or “flag” between 10pm 24th December and 7am 27th December and 
10pm 31st December and 7am 2nd January

Initial Charge (860 yards or part thereof)
Subsequent Charge (each 120 yards or part thereof)

£4.20
20 pence

Soiling Charge - £100 maximum (with permission to display warning signs indicating that there may be an additional 
charge for any potential loss of earnings suffered as a consequence) 

Waiting Time – 35 pence per minute commencement of journey, charged on a pro rate basis per second 

Taxi called by means of telephone - 30 pence additional charge 

Large Mini-bus type vehicles (carrying 5 or more passengers together at their own request) – 

a) Where Tariff 1 would apply – charge Tariff 2 

b) Where Tariff 2 would apply – charge Tariff 3 

c) Where Tariff 3 would apply – Surcharge £1.00 

Fee by negotiation – for all journeys commencing within but finishing outwith Argyll & Bute, in a place of the above 
charges, such fares may be charged as prior to the acceptance of the hire, were proposed to the hirer and accepted 
by him/her 

Ferry Fares – The hirer shall be liable for the cost of a return ferry fare for any journey involving a ferry

Charles Reppke, Head of Governance and Law, Argyll and Bute Council, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

®

ENERGYZING 
YOUR FLOCK 
PERFORMANCE

BUY A BUCKET BURSTING 
WITH VITALITY!
CALL 01888 545200 TO 
PLACE YOUR ORDER! 

BUY A BUCKET BURSTING 

CALL 01888 545200 TO 

 Propylene glycol to reduce the strain 
on the liver whilst supporting the ewe 
against twin lamb disease 

 No added vegetable fat to reduce 
added pressure on the liver  
 Enriched with Sel-Plex, Mannans, 
Omega 3 oils and Cobalt/B12 for 
improved colostrum and milk quality 

 Choline aiding embryo development 
and lamb growth for stronger lambs  

SPECIAL
OFFER

Buy 2.4 tonnes of 
Energyze Vitality or 
more and get a free 
Harbro boilersuit. 

harbro.co.uk

Offer valid until 15 March 2017.  Terms and conditions apply. 

Around the markets
Oban, January 17
Caledonian Marts sold 418 store 
hoggets, feeding ewes and cast tups 
and three store and five OTM cattle 
at their sale.
A smaller show of store sheep 
proving harder to sell, however 
continental breeds were easily sold.
Leading prices.
Store Hoggs
Cheviot
£60 Lagganulva (MacKay) £48 
Annat £45 Rhulios £44 Dunach 
Estate £40 Ballard £38 Aird and 
Barderavine
BF
£43 Stroneskar £40 Gorsteneorn 
Farmers £40 Croft 1
Store Tups
Texel
£90 Stroneskar £70 Treshnish
Cheviot
£70 Mid Farm £60 Ensay £50 Pen-
more, Dunach Est and Ederline Est
Suffolk
£70 Achnacreebeag £50 Annat
Store Ewes
Texel
£74 Ardachy £46 Lagganulva 
(MacKay)
Cheviot
£34 Pennygown
Cross
£48 Ardencaple Lodge £42 Torloisk
BF
£30 Lagganulva (MacKay)
Store Heifers sold to 204ppkg from 
Messrs A Gillies, 38 Eoilgarry, Isle 
of Barra and to £640 for the same 
animals.

Stirling, January 17
Caledonian Marts had forward 
2,460 prime hoggets, ewes and tups.
Overall sale average for 2,045 sold 
was 162.6p (-2.6ppkg on the week).
Top price of the day went to a lamb 
donated for Orchid Testicular Can-
cer Awareness at £100, purchased 
by A Argo, North Burn, Lockerbie. 
Top price per kilo went to Doune 
Farms, West Lundie, Doune, at 
198ppkg for a pen of 5 Beltex x 
lambs at 46kg.
Leading Prices:-
32kg – 39kg Av 163.1ppk (-2ppk on 
the week) Av £60.22 (+68p OTW)
Beltex:- £74 or 190p Doune Farms
Cont:- £73.50 or 188p Mains of 
Struie
Tex X:- £73 or 187p Airthrey Kerse
Tex:- £73 Craigievern, 189p Drum-
cairn
39.1kg – 45.5kg Av 167.5ppk (-6ppk 
on the week) Av £70.55 (-£2.75 
OTW)
Tex:- £80 or 195p Meikle Seggie
Beltex:- £80 or 186p Cuiltburn
Tex X:- £79 or 193p Newbigging
Chev:- £77 Middlepark, 184p Sum-
merhouse
45.6kg – 52kg Av 159ppk (+2.6ppk 
on the week) Av £77.21 (+£2.18 
OTW)
Beltex:- £95 or 198p Doune Farms
Belt X:- £94 or 188p Cuiltburn
Tex:- £94 or 196p Doune Farms
Tex X:- £89 Cuiltburn, 185p Carris-
ton
52kg + Av 140.6ppk (-2.6ppk on the 
week) Av £78.65 (+£2.36 OTW)
Beltex:- £93 or 169p Doune Farms
Tex:- £90 or 170p Easter Ochter-
muthill
Cont:- £90 or 170p Meikle Seggie
Llyne:- £81 Glencallan, 168p West 
Lundie
Other Leading Prices:-
Suffolk:- £76.50 Hilltarvit Mains, 
178p Graystale
Chev X:-£75 Ayton, 173p Bailan-
struth
Mule:- £69.50 Graystale, 162p 
Drimsynie Est
BF:- £68 Graystale, 163p Meadow-
field
Also forward were 370 cast ewes 
averaging £49.24. The trade was 
slightly easier on the week again. 
Good cast ewes are still selling away 
well. 120 Heavy Ewes
averaged £65.82. 217 Export Ewes 
averaged £40.10. Tups averaged 

£42.14, selling to £110 for a Texel 
from A MacGregor, Allanfauld, 
Kilsyth.
Other Leading Prices:-
Suffolk
£78 Grange of Lindores and Ayton 
£69 Allanfauld £64 Glenhead
Cheviot
£69 Kinninmonth £64 + £58 Over 
Finlarg
Texel
£112 Gilmeadowland and Gilland-
ersland £97 Over Finlarg £96 Ayton 
£91 Gillandersland
BF
£40 Dollarbank £38 West Balgo-
thrie £37 Culcreuch £35 Dalvey £34 
Allanfauld
BFL
£81 Over Finlarg £74 Allanfauld
Beltex
£90 Cuiltburn
Mule
£66 Golland £58 Allanfauld £57 
West Balgothrie £55 Golland
Tups
£92 Grange of Lindores £80 Cochno

Lochboisdale, January 12
United Auctions had 180 cattle of 
all classes forward at their recent 
sale at Lochboisdale Auction Mart. 
A good offering of quality stock 
sold well and to a good following 
of mainland buyers. Bullock calves 
sold to 272 pence per kilo from 5 
Dunganachy and to £1180 per head 
from 11 Howmore. Heifer calves 
from 8 Milton sold to 241 pence per 
kilo while 11 Howmore sold to £980 
per head. In-calf Cows from 136 
Stilligarry sold to £920 while Cast 
Cows from 1 Ormiclate sold to £870. 
Overall, the Bullocks levelled out at 
231 pence per kilo or £763 per head 
whilst the Heifers levelled out at 210 
pence per kilo and £659 per head.

PRINCIPAL LOTS & PRICES
TOP PRICES PER HEAD
BULLOCKS
AAx: £1080, £850(3) – 8 Milton : 
£830 (3) – 19 Baleshare : £810 – 356 
South Boisdale.
CHARx: £1040(2) & £880 – 136 
Stilligarry : £840 – Karingeidha.
LIMx: £1180, £1170 & £980(2) – 11 
Howmore : £900 – 356 South Bois-
dale : £880 – 18 West Gerinish, 15 
Ormiclate &amp; 377 South Bois-
dale : £870 – 15 Ormiclate : £860 – 
18 West Gerinish & 8 Milton : £840 
– 136 Stilligarry : £830 – 18 West 
Gerinish : £820 – 2 Grimsay Island 
: £800 – 15 Ormiclate.
HEIFERS
AAx: £820(2) & £800 – 8 Milton : 
£770 – 136 Stilligarry : £740(2) – 19 
Baleshare : £730 – 319 Kilpheder : 
£700(3) – 8 Milton.
CHARx: £920, £900, £850, £770, 
£760 & £720 – 136 Stilligarry.
LIMx: £980 – 11 Howmore : £770 – 
136 Stilligarry : £730 – 15 Bornish, 
3 Bunavullin, 10 Bornish & 377 
South Boisdale : £720 – 9 Bornish & 
11 Howmore : £710 – 11 Howmore 
&amp; 342 North Boisdale : £700 – 
342 North Boisdale.
SIMx: £700 – 1 Drimisdale.

TOP PRICES PER KILO
BULLOCKS
AAx: 249p – 348 North Boisdale : 
248p – 324 North Boisdale : 238p(2) 
– 301/324 Kilpheder : 227p(8) – 19 
Baleshare : 221p(2) – 8 Milton : 
221p(3) – 19 Baleshare.
BAx: 227p – 6 Dunganachy.
CHARx: 261p – Karingeidha : 
260p – 136 Stilligarry : 251p – 
Karingeidha : 238, 236p & 227p 
– 136 Stilligarry .
LIMx: 272p, 269p(2) & 268p(2) – 5 
Dunganachy : 263p – 136 Stilligarry 
: 260p – 336B North Boisdale : 257p 
– 356 South Boisdale : 254p(2) – 5 
Frobost : 250p – 3 Bunavullin : 248p 
– 9 Milton : 248p – 18 West Gerin-
ish & 325 North Boisdale : 247p – 15 
Ormiclate : 246p – 18 West Gerin-
ish : 242p – 11 Howmore (2) & 15 
Ormiclate : 241p – 2 Grimsay Island 

: 239p – 10 Bornish : 237p – 18 West 
Gerinish &amp; 2 Grimsay Island : 
234p – 15 Ormiclate : 232p – 9 Mil-
ton : 230p – 15 Bornish.
SALx: 252p(3) & 249p(2) – 6 Dun-
ganichy.
SIMx: 255p – 22 Hacklet : 244p – 1 
Drimisdale : 234p(2) & 232p – 6 
Drimisdale.
HEIFERS
AAx: 241p & 231p – 8 Milton.
CHARx: 236p, 230p & 229p – 136 
Stilligarry.
LIMx: 240p(2) – 5 Dunganachy : 
237p – 11 Ormiclate & 342 North 
Boisdale : 235p – 3 Bunavullin 
: 234p - 15 Ormiclate : 232p – 2 
Grimsay Island : 231p – 15 Ormi-
clate : 228p – 10 Bornish : 227p – 3 
Bunavullin & 12 Ormiclate.
SIMx: 223p – 1 Drimisdale.
INCALF COW
£920 – 136 Stilligarry.
CAST COWS
£870 - 1 Ormiclate : £830 – 11 
Ormiclate.

Dingwall, January, 18 
Dingwall and Highland Marts 
( sold 644 store cattle, 40 adult head 
of breeding cattle.
Bullocks (398) averaged 234.6p, 
(206.9p last year) and sold to 294.7p 
per kg for a 380kg Charolais cross 
from Mayfield, Scrabster, and 
£1,385 for a 638kg Limousin cross 
from Udale, Poyntzfield.
Heifers (246) averaged 228.6p, 
(198.8p last year) and sold to 294.9p 
per kg for a 295kg Charolais cross 
from Milton Farm, Dores, and 
£1,210 for a 555kg Charolais cross 
from The Cloy, Fortrose.
Young Bulls (7) averaged 211.1p 
and sold to 251.1p per kg for a 225kg 
Limousin from Comar, Cannich 
and £1,450 for a Charolais cross 
form Woodlands Farm, Dingwall.
In calf cows (25) sold to £1,800 for 
a British Blue from the dispersal 
from Auchenhalrig Farm, Spey Bay.
In calf heifers (5) sold to £1,600 
twice for British Shorthorn crosses 
from Alvie Farm, Kincraig.
Cow with male calf at foot (4) sold 
to £1,480 for a Simmental cross 
from Newton of Darnaway, Forres.
Cow with heifer calf at foot (4) sold 
to £1,480 for a Simmental cross 
from Newton of Darnaway.
Breeding Bull (2) sold to £1,420 for 
a Simmental from Glenaldie, Tain.
Other leading prices per head and 
per kg:
Bullocks up to 250kg – Reisgill, 
Lybster, £680, 283.3p; 251-300kg 
– Lochbuie, Newtonmore, £830, 
Shewglie Farmers, Glenurquhart, 
292.9p; 301-350kg – Milton Farm, 
£950, Torran Farm, Invergordan, 
292.1p; 351-400kg – Kinchyle Farm, 
Scaniport, £1,030, Strone Farm, 
Fort William, 266.7p; 401-450kg 
– Lochbuie, £1,160, 272.9p; 451-
500kg – 3 Glaick, Ardross, £1,140, 
247.8p; 501-550kg – Hilton Farm, 
Tain, £1,225, 233.5p; 551-600kg – 
Udale, 1,280, Hilton Farm, 222.7p; 
601-650kg – South Balkeith, Tain, 
£1,300, Udale, 217.1p;
Heifers up to 250kg – Belladrum 
Mills, Kiltarlity, £530, Dunlichity 
Farm, Farr, 183.3p; 251-300kg 
– Milton Farm, £870, 14 Port 
Henderson, Gairloch, 284.2p; 
301-350kg – Shewglie Farmers, 
£825, Lochdhu, Nairn, 267.7p; 351-
400kg – Lochbuie, £960, 259.0p; 
401-450kg – Udale, £1,160, 258.9p; 
451-500kg – Hilton Farm, £1,090, 
230.1p; 501-550kg – Hilton Farm, 
£1,185, 223.6p; 551-600kg – South 
Balkeith, £1,165, The Cloy, 218.0p;
83 OTM cattle were sold.
OTM cows (Large percentage 
feeding cows) (81) averaged 125.5p 
and sold to 188.7p per kg for a 
620kg Limousin cross from Udale, 
Poyntzfeild and £1,250 for a 780kg 
British Blue also from Udale.
OTM Bulls (one) sold to 111.6p per 
kg and £1,010 for a Simmental from 
14 Port Henderson, Gairloch.

Top politicians join packed 
NFUS event programme
THE leader of the Scottish Conserva-
tives, Ruth Davidson MSP, has joined 
a packed political programme at NFU 
Scotland’s AGM, annual dinner and 
conference being staged in Glasgow 
next month.

Speaking on the subject ‘Scotland in 
a post-Brexit landscape’, Ms Davidson 
will close conference proceedings 
on day one of the event on Monday 
February 6, which is being held at the 
Radisson Blu Hotel.

It has already been confirmed that 
Scotland’s First Minister, Nicola Stur-
geon, will address delegates the follow-
ing morning (Tuesday February 7 ).

Scotland’s Cabinet Secretary for 
Rural Economy and Connectivity, 
Fergus Ewing, will also speak ahead of 
the union’s showcase annual dinner on 
the Monday evening before joining the 
First Minister the following morning 

for a question and answer session after 
the her speech.

The union’s AGM and conference 
comes at a time of great challenges and 
opportunities for Scotland’s farming, 
food and drink sectors. 

Conference debate on the opening 
day will, justifiably, focus on Brexit 
as the UK edges closer to triggering 
Article 50.

The exciting conference programme 
that day will also include sessions on 
how innovation may provide the key to 
farm businesses surviving and thriving, 
and see agricultural and environmental 
stakeholders map out their vision for fu-
ture farm support systems post-Brexit.

On Tuesday, voting for the positions 
of president and two vice-presidential 
posts will take place at the union’s 
council meeting, with six members 
contesting the election.

FORT WILLIAM beef and 
sheep farmer Chris Cameron, 
of Strone Farm, is busy prepar-
ing to open his gates to the local 
farming community as part of a 
Scotland wide-programme.

Strone Farm was recently an-
nounced as the Lochaber mon-
itor farm and today (Thursday 
January 26) will be holding the 
first in a series of free meetings.

The Lochaber monitor farm 
is one of nine that have been 
established around Scotland 
in a joint initiative by Quality 
Meat Scotland (QMS) and 
AHDB Cereals and Oilseeds. 
The aim of the programme is to 
help improve the productivity, 
profitability and sustainability 
of Scottish farm businesses.

Strone Farm will be hosting a 
series of 18 meetings over the 
next three years. The focus will 
be on the technical and financial 
challenges that the Camerons 

face, along with many other 
farming businesses in the area.

The 1,200-hectare hill farm, 
located in the Great Glen, is 
run by Chris in partnership with 
his father Malcolm and mother 
Eileen. The family, who are ten-
ants of Lochiel and Achnacarry 
Estate, runs 550 North Country 
Cheviot ewes and 40 Limousin 
cows.

They have already successfully 
introduced some changes, but 
they feel there is plenty of scope 
for the farm to benefit further 
from fresh ideas which could 
improve the efficiency of the 
business.

Chris commented: ‘We are far 
from perfect and we know that 
there is plenty of scope to make 
improvements to our business 
through being part of the moni-
tor farm project.

‘We’re also really looking 
forward to sharing the benefits 

of having a monitor farm in 
Lochaber with other farmers in 
the area.’

Niall Campbell, from SAC 
Consulting, a division of 
Scotland’s Rural College and 
one of Lochaber monitor farm 
project facilitators, encouraged 
other farmers in the area to get 
involved with the programme.

He said: ‘We are really excited 
to have a new monitor farm in 
Lochaber. Farmer-to-farmer 
learning, along with access to 
technical and expert speakers, 
has been proven to be the most 
successful way to share knowl-
edge and best practice. This is 
a great opportunity, not just for 
Strone and farms locally, but 
for farmers everywhere to help 
improve business sustainability 
for the future.’

Today’s meeting will see Chris 
and Malcolm give a brief tour of 
the farm and share information 

about their current sheep and 
cattle production.

The meeting will then move 
to nearby Moorings Hotel in 
Banavie for lunch, after which 
the group will hear about Stro-
ne’s grassland management and 
current finances. 

There will then be an oppor-
tunity for attendees to discuss 
the current strengths and 
weaknesses of Strone Farm and 
agree which aspects of the farm 
business should be developed 
in the short, medium and long 
term.

Representatives from QMS 
and AHDB Cereals and Oil-
seeds will also give an overview 
of the monitor farm programme 
and how local farmers can get 
involved.

For more information about 
the monitor farm programme 
visit www.qmscotland.co.uk or 
cereals.ahdb.org.uk.

Lochaber farmer is 
set to open his gates

Chris Cameron from Strone Farm 
near Fort William is at the heart of the 
Lochaber monitor farm programme.

To fi nd out more about the NFU Vehicle Discount 
Scheme call  John Spicer at S&S Services

on 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

S&S Services, Heathfi eld, Ayr.
Tel: 01292 880080 / 07831 808702

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

S&S SERVICES

C. Hodge Fencing
www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271Hodge Fencing, Lerags, By Oban -  01631 563271

Posts, wire, rails, sleepers gates, fencing accessories, 
electric fencing, cattlegrids, specialist timbers 

COLLECT /

ANY SIZE OF LOAD 

DELIVERED 

within Argyll 

from artics to 

one post



£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
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S CHIMNEY SERVICES MOBILITY

OBAN BLINDS

GAS SUPPLIES

TRADE SUPPLIES

HAVE A 
WONDERFUL

40th!
Love from all 

your family in 
Lochgilphead and Oban

your family in 
Lochgilphead and Oban

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Kitchens, Glazing, Windows & Doors, Roofl ights, Flat Roofs, Roofl ine, 
Porches, Conservatories, Sun Rooms, Extensions, New Builds 
including Architectural Services

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

COAL FOR SALE

Thursday 26 January, 2017 23CLASSIFIEDS

PERSONNEL

ECO ENERGY

FIREARMS

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED

ANY AGE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN GOOD QUALITY 

S/S OR O/U SHOTGUNS BY
LEADING MANUFACTURERS

TELephone: 01250 872056
info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

TREES

Hawthorn/Blackthorn  
bareroot whips, locally grown 

Taynuilt Trees 
Now on 

SALE! 

Tel.: 01866 822591 or 07748 038584 
email: peter@taynuilttrees.co.uk 

From 30p  each+ VAT 

Hedging Plants 

CLIFFORD
RING HOME.

JG

 BUILDING / DIY
M A H O G A N Y 
INTERNAL DOORS 3 
X glazed, mahogany 
internal doors, 762 
X 1981 mm, good 
condition, £20 Tel 
07876 515114
TITAN 10\” TABLE SAW 
230V 1500W 10” table 
saw. Max. cut 80mm, 
0-45 degree bevel, table 
size 730 x 640mm. In 
good working order. 
Ready to collect, £60 
Tel 01852 300573

 CAR 
ACCESSORIES

PRIVATE NUMBER 
PLATE D10 BAN  
on retention,  £750 
Telephone 01738 
812509 (answerphone)

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER 

£250
ASTRA ESTATE 
DIESEL 1.7 CDTI 
54 plate, silver. For 
repair or parts, needs 
alternator, inc 4 winter 
tyres on alloys, towbar., 
£248.00 Telephone 
01631 562013²
WINTER TYRES ON 
ALLOYS 195/65 R15 
winter tyres on GM 6J 
15 inch alloy wheels, 
5 stud Vauxhall Astra 
or similar. Two good 
tread, two poor,  £45 Tel 
01631 562013²

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

B R E A D M A K E R 
Morphy Richards, £15 
Tel 01546 603245
D I S H W A S H E R 
Dishwasher, Pro-Action, 
excellent condition, very 

little used, full size. Call 
evening, £80 Telephone 
01852 300154
HUNTER CEILING 
FANS 3 x Hunter ceiling 
fans for sale (white). 
Suitable for either home 
or commercial use. Can 
be sold individually or as 
one lot, £90 Telephone 
07973 462274
JUICER Breville 1000w 
pro kitchen whole fruit 
juicer, used once, £60 
Tel 01546 603245

 FIREARMS
SAKO 75 243 wood 
blue,14x1 thread 
£1000, HOWA 308 
timney trigger £550, 
Ruger MK1 22.250, 
wood blue, timney 
trigger £500, Mossberg 
Pump 20B Husher 
£500, Brownin A1 12B 
0.U £600 FAC required. 
Tel 07990 886646

 FURNITURE
BEDROOM CHAIRS 2 
red button back velvet 
bedroom chairs. VGC, 
£25 each Telephone 
01631 565602
COMPUTER CHAIR 
Black leather computer 
chair, £20 Telephone 
01631 565602
DRAWERS 2 pine 
bedside cabinets. 3 
drawers, £15 each Tel 
01631 565602
LEATHER POUFFES 
Brown leather pouffes 
with storage, £10 each 
Tel 01631 565602
S I D E B O A R D 
Mahogany, excellent 
storage, good condition, 
£90ono Telephone 
01546 603654 (Eves)

WARDROBE Stag 
Minstrel dark wood 
wardrobe in excellent 
condition, £40 Tel 
01631 570651
WARDROBE Dark 
Oak, nice condition, 
mirror and shelf inside, 
£30ono Tel 01546 
603654 (Eves)

 GARDEN
H Y D R O P O N I C 
EQUIPMENT Quantity 
of metal halide and 
sodium light units 
(1,000w, 600w & 400w). 
Fans. Industrial online 
duct extractors and 
other odds and ends, 
no reasonable offer 
refused, Tel 07887 
746151 (Connel area) ²
Q U A L C A S T 
LAWNMOWER & 
TRIMMER Qualcast 
1300 watt Electric 
Rotary Mower plus 320 
watt Grass Trimmer. 
Used only 3 times. 
Reason for sale - 
moving to fl at! £45 Tel 
01631 358731
TOP SOIL loaded into 
your trailer or tipper 
lorry, FREE Tel 01631 
564848 Call Offi ce 
Hours
TWO LARGE 
PLANTERS Black matt 
steel, 90cm tall, Square 
section, Top 40 x 40cm, 
tapering to base 30 x 
30cm. As new, £60 Tel 
01631 565507

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

FIT FLOPS Genuine Fit 
Flops, brand new, size 
6, pewter, cost £60. Call 
evenings and weekends 
£50 Tel 01631 562750²

V-FIT AB ROLLER sit 
up frame - complete with 
frame computer. Call 
evenings and weekends 
£20 Tel 01631 562750²
WOMEN\’S RUNNING 
SHOES BROOKS 
ADRENALINE ASR 
13 Trail running shoes. 
Bought new in November. 
Excellent condition. boxed. 
size 40. Cost new £85.00, 
£50 Tel 01880 770385

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

18 KILOWATT BOILER 
solid fuel stove, good 
condition £300 Tel 
07742 087839²

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and 
Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print, Tel 01586 554975

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

DOUBLE DIVAN BED 
Complete with reversible 
memory foam orthopaedic 
mattress brand new still in 
packaging cost £599 will 
accept £190 can deliver, 
Tel 07555 644702²

 HOME OFFICE
SMALL DESK COMPUTER 
Small computer desk, 
excellent condition, size: 
L=82cm, H=80cm, W=50-
58cm. Call evening, £30 
Tel 01852 300154

 INDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

TABLE TENNIS Slazenger 
Junior Table Tennis 

table (foldable), new 
bats and balls, good 
condition, Oban, £60 
Tel 07776 251218

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BASKETS 2 kitchen 
wicker baskets, £15 
each Telephone 01631 
565602
PERCOLATOR Phillips 
Coffee Percolator, £20 
Tel 01631 565602

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS HOTSTIX 
as new and in carry 
case. Call evenings 
and weekends  £20 Tel 
01631 562750²

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
C A L E N D A R S 
C A L E N D A R S , 
featuring spectacular 
photography of some 
of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends 
at home or abroad. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West 
Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and 
conveniently sized 
calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, 

Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 
home offi ces or as a 
gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS
WATER FEATURE 
Vintage bronze effect 
water feature, ideal 
for conservatory use, 
beautiful mermaid with 
shell, complete with 
triple lights with antique 
shades. Cost £350. Call 
evenings and weekends 
£99.99 Telephone 
01631 562750²

 MOBILE 
AND HOME 

TELEPHONES
GIGASET CORDLESS 
TELEPHONE lots of 
features, still boxed. 
Call evenings and 
weekends £10 Tel 
01631 562750²

 MOBILITY
WHEELCHAIR Adult 
size, used once, as new 
condition. Proceeds to 
go to charity. Can be part 
delivered if necessary  
£50 Tel 01967 431230 
Ardnamurchan area ²

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

PIANO full working 
order, free to good 
home, must uplift Tel 
01586 830621

 OUTDOOR 
SPORTS 

EQUIPMENT
SALAMON BOOTS 
Salamon climbing/
walking boots, size 9.5. 

worn once, insulated 
and rigid for crampons 
£50 Tel 07780 795870

 PET 
ACCESSORIES

DOG GUARD as new 
dog guard, £20 Tel 
07780 795870

 PHOTOGRAPHY
FUJIFILM CAMERA 
Finepix S800fd digital 
camera, in excellent 
condition, complete 
with leather case, strap, 
all cables, CD, manual 
and 256mb card. All 
in original box. Call 
evenings and weekends 
£85 Telephone 01631 
562750²

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

EPSOM PRINTER 
Stylus SX130 series 
colour printer, used 
twice. Call evenings 
and weekends £20 Tel 
01631 562750²
P R O M O T I O N A L 
MATERIAL Market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and 
fl yers from Krisp Print, 
Tel 01586 554975
THANK YOU CARDS 
New baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print, Tel 01586 554975

 WANTED
WANTED - BROKEN 
OR UNWANTED 4 
stroke lawn mowers 
for student training 
purposes. Mid Argyll 
Area Tel 07555 703747²

HAPPY 50TH
BIRTHDAY

John C Campbell (JC), 
Mr Tiree

We wish you all the 
best on your special day 
because that‛s how we do 
it in the Western Isles



STRONTIAN has lost one of 
the area’s best-loved characters, 
George Fox, who died on Friday 
January 6, aged 78.

Born and bred in Edinburgh, 
George spent almost five dec-
ades in the Sunart area and was 
the epitome of a true Highland 
gentleman. Thoughtful and 
generous with his time and input 
to so many aspects of village life, 
George was a friend to young 
and old alike. His easy wit and 
natural charm were matched 
by his kindness and genuine 
interest in the people he met and 
spoke to.

Nothing was ever too much 
trouble for George and he met 
all challenges with enthusiasm 
and good humour – particularly 
over the past few years when his 
own health was failing.

The son of Dorothy, a nurse, 
and William, a bus conductor, 
George was born in the New-
ington area of Edinburgh on 
March 17, 1938, and had an 
elder brother Francis (Frank).

He was working as a pig farm-
er when he met Helen Reay, 
also from Edinburgh, at a young 
farmers’ function. The couple 
married in 1961 and decided to 
make the move from East Lothi-
an to the Old Manse at Anaheilt 
in 1968 in a bid to create a better 
future for their young family.

Having holidayed frequently 
in Fort William as a boy, George 
already loved the Lochaber 
area and the couple quickly 
embraced Highland village life, 
immersing themselves in the ac-
tivities of the local community.

George took up a post in the 
local forestry industry before 
joining the county roads depart-
ment. He went on to work for 
the Hydro Board as a linesman’s 
mate, completing 25 years’ 
service before retiring to con-
centrate on his many interests.

For many years, George was 
a stalwart of the village associ-
ation, helping to organise the 
local sports day, Christmas par-
ty, dances and concerts, as well 
as the Strontian horticultural 
show – known affectionately to 
this day as ‘the wee show’. He 
served on the community coun-
cil and was a retained firefighter 
for more than 25 years, earning 
his long-service medal. He was 
extremely proud to be involved 
in the local Remembrance Sun-
day service each year, reading 
the roll call to honour the fallen 
soldiers from the area.

When his son Graeme started 
high school in Fort William, 
George realised there was a 
need for a school transport ser-
vice to enable local youngsters 
to travel to and from Lochaber 
High School without the need 
to board for the week. He estab-
lished a bus service to transport 
them to and from the ferry and 
continued to provide a school 
taxi service for more than 30 
years – a role he enjoyed hugely.

However, his greatest passion 
– other than his family and friends – 
was his interest in local history and 
it is as guardian of the Sunart Ar-
chives that George is perhaps best 

known outwith the 
immediate area.

Over a period 
spanning almost 
half a century, 
George amassed 
an incredible 
treasure trove 
of local photo-
graphs, news-
paper cuttings, 
maps and census 
archives relating 
to the Sunart and 
wider Lochaber 
area. He also 
preserved a wide 
range of artefacts 
associated with 
crofting and the 
mining heritage 
of the area, 
and regularly 
welcomed visitors 
and researchers 
from all over the 
world, interested 
in finding out 
more about their 
family history.

On one memorable occasion, 
he succeeded in reuniting two 
groups of relatives who had 
contacted him independently 
and had not previously known of 
one another’s existence.

For many years, George 
organised a local exhibition, 
displaying his own photographs 
along with fascinating archive 
material in the village hall and 
at the local agricultural show 
- always careful to credit the 
source of any material gifted or 
loaned to him. He took a special 
interest in the work of Thomas 
Telford, and his book about 
the Sunart Floating Church is 
soon to be reprinted as part of a 
campaign to raise and preserve 
the recently-discovered anchor 
of this unique historical feature.

George’s dedication to the 
preservation of local heritage 
was recognised at the recent 
Scottish Heritage Angel Awards, 
held at Assembly Rooms in 
Edinburgh. He was nominated 
by Sunart Community Council 
for the Lifetime Contribution 
to the Historic Environment 
category of the awards, which 
were established by Andrew 
Lloyd Webber to recognise the 
achievements of volunteers and 
community groups who work 
to preserve Scottish heritage. 
George reached the shortlist of 
10 candidates from a total of 160 
nominees.

He said at the time that he felt 
‘humbled’ by the nomination, 
adding: ‘I enjoy what I do and 
I’ve been lucky enough to be in 
the right place at the right time. 
I just hope that Sunart Archives 
will continue to provide a valu-
able local repository for future 
generations.’

A committed family man, 
George was devoted to wife Hel-
en and was a constant visitor to 
Dail Mhor Care Home, where 
she lived until her death in April 
of last year. In recent years, he 
campaigned for NHS Highland 
to provide assurances that the 
vital services provided by Dail 

Mhor will be retained for the 
benefit of local people for many 
years to come.

Following Helen’s death, 
he took great comfort in the 
company of his children and 
grandchildren, who were an 
enormous source of pride and 
joy for him.

George will long be remem-
bered for his sociable nature 
and sense of fun. From silly hat 
birthday parties to dressing up as 
a Baywatch babe or Superman, 
George was undoubtedly game 
for a laugh. Always smiling and 
keen to share a story or two, he 
loved the company of others – 
young and old – and was often 
to be found in ‘his’ corner at the 
end of the bar at the Strontian 
Hotel, enjoying a ‘ha-ha’ (a large 
dram) and the craic with locals 
and visitors.

A man who wholeheartedly 
adored the community in which 
he lived, and the people around 
him, George’s legacy to Sunart 
and the surrounding area 
cannot be underestimated. He 
considered it a great privilege to 
have been caretaker of so many 
memories and was determined 
that the Sunart Archive should 
be preserved in its entirety for 
the benefit of future genera-
tions. It is to be hoped that his 
much-loved community will 
take steps to do everything pos-
sible to fulfil this heartfelt wish.

George died in hospital in In-
verness following a brief period 
of ill health. He is survived by 
son Graeme, daughters Eilidh 
and Fiona, and grandchildren 
Neil, Jennifer and Sarah.

George was a friend to many 
and will be missed by all.

JLM

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Editorial

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter
Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk
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Monica Gibson
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk
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David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Director of Advertising
Nicky Murphy
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk

Branch O�  ces
 Fort William
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Lochgilphead
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Campbeltown
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GRADUATIONS

DOUGLAS JOHN SHEARER
Graduated in October 2016 at London South Bank 

University with a Master’s degree in Architectural and 
Environmental Acoustics.  He also received the Robert 

Newman gold medal from the Acoustical Society of America. 
Son of Doug and Ima Shearer, Ponteland, Northumberland, 

grandson of the late Duncan and Margaret MacPhail 
(MacKay), Oban and the late George and Elsie Shearer, 

London.  Douglas is now a PhD Research Scholar at LSBU.

Obituary –  George Patrick 
Campbell Fox March 17, 1938 – January 6, 2017

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Thought  for the week
‘If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will 

forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness’ 
– 1 John Ch1 v 9

LYING is, however, part of the human condition. According to 
psychologists, there is a continuum of lying which ranges from 
the mild but untrue statement, to downright untruthfulness. 
Human beings lie to others and even lie to themselves.

I was both amused and intrigued by the TV debates preceding 
the 2016 EU referendum. With political leaders accusing each 
other of ‘telling whoppers’, many bemused voters concluded 
that both sides of the referendum debate were more than a little 
‘economical with the truth’.

Sadly for those serious serial liars, the truth nearly always 
comes to the fore and the consequences can be devastating 
career wise and personally.

Why do people tell lies?
Some lie to maintain relationships or hide their true feelings 

to avoid hurt or discord. People use commonplace phrases with 
a double meaning – ‘I value your opinion’... ‘I forgot’...‘Your 
kids are sooo cute’...‘I love your hair’...‘I’ll definitely get back 
to you’.

According to psychologist Robert Feldman: ‘We find that as 
soon as people feel that their self-esteem is threatened, they 
immediately begin to lie at higher levels.’

Higher levels of lying include: lying to save face, lying to shift 
blame and lying for personal gain. Feldman argues that ‘lying 
is a complex phenomenon’.

The Bible is clear about lying – it is sin. However, God, who 
is merciful and loving, provides a way of escape for from the 
consequences of sin.

The apostle John explained this great truth in his epistle:
‘If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteous-
ness.’

These truths are just some of the good news of the Gospel.

C E Morrison

BIRTHS

DEATHS

BEATH - Suddenly at home, 
on Tuesday, January 17, 2017, 
Ian (Andrew), aged 74.  Dearly 
beloved husband of Betty, much 
loved father and father-in-law of 
Andrew and Liz and Anna and 
Kevin and adored Grandpa to 
his fi ve grandchildren. Farewell 
gathering at Argyllshire 
Gathering Halls at 1.00p.m on 
Wednesday, January 25 and 
service at Dundee Crematorium 
at 10.15a.m. on Thursday, 
January 26. Family fl owers 
only.
MACVEAN - Peacefully at 
her home, Dalvore, Kilmichael 
Glassary, on January 21, 
2017, Elizabeth Janet (Betty) 
MacVean, née MacDonald, 
aged 82 years, beloved wife of 
Alasdair MacVean and loving 
mother of Eric, John, Angus, 
Peter and Elizabeth.  Dear sister 
of the late Angus, Margaret, 
Marjory, Donald, Colin and Ian 
and a much loved aunt, great 
aunt and cousin to all the family. 
A good neighbour and dear 
friend to many.  Funeral service 
will be held in Lochgilphead 
Parish Church, today Thursday, 
January 26, 2017, at 12.00noon, 
thereafter to Achnabreac 
Cemetery.  Family fl owers only 
please. Donations if desired, to 
Alzheimer Scotland - Action on 
Dementia.
McLUCKIE - On Monday 
January 23, 2017, at The Queen 
Elizabeth University Hospital, 
Glasgow, in his 60th year, 
after a brave battle with Motor 
Neurone Disease, Peter, fi nally 
lost the fi ght, loving husband 
of Caroline, devoted father to 
Gregor, Kristopher and Jennifer 
and adored Seanair to Summer, 
Lewis, Emma, Rowan, Katy, 
Jonothan, and Isla.  He will be 
sorely missed.  A Celebration 
of Life will take place at Oban 
Parish Church, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban, on Tuesday 
January 31, 2017, at 1.00 
p.m.  Thereafter to Pennyfuir 
Cemetery. Family fl owers only. 
Retiral collection/donations if 
desired, will be taken for Motor 
Neurone Disease Scotland 
and Ward 7D at The Queen 
Elizabeth University Hospital. 
ROSS - (Kincraig).  Peacefully 
at home on January 22, 2017. 
Donnie Ross, shepherd of Leault 
Farm, Kincraig, dearly loved 
husband of Margaret, loving 
father to Donnie, Peter, Neil, 
Eillean and Duncan and doting 
grandfather of seven. A friend to 
many who will be sadly missed. 
Funeral service to take place 
at Kingussie Parish Church on 
Monday January 30, 2017 at 

12.00 noon and thereafter to 
Leault Farm, Kincraig. All 
friends respectfully invited. 
Family fl owers only please 
but donations, if desired, for 
Kingussie sheepdog trials 
charity may be given at the 
church door. Enquiries to Jamie 
R Rodgers Funeral Directors, 
Tel: 07376110020, email: info@
jrrfunerals.co.uk

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

DOUGLAS -  Irene and 
family both at home and abroad 
would like to thank everyone 
for their overwhelming love 
and support, cards and fl owers, 
following the sudden death 
of Andrew in Majorca. Also 
those who travelled from near 
and far despite the wind and 
snow to pay their respects. We 
would also thank Mike McFall 
for liaising with the repatriation 
service so effi ciently to ensure 
Andrew arrived home safely 
to Scotland. Our thanks also 
to Rev Donald MacCorkindale 
for his very apt and moving 
service. Kate Cruickshank for 
the music, Charles and Sally of 
Lochaline Hotel for the catering 
and last but not least Raj for 
piping Highland Cathedral at 
the graveside in such atrocious 
weather. The sum of £200 (plus 
a silver Canadian $5 piece) 
collected, will be donated to 
Lochaber Macmillan Nurses.
JOHNSTON - The family 
would like to thank relatives, 
friends, neighbours and 
everyone who helped during the 
sad loss of Duncan, a much loved 
husband to the late Margaret, 
father and grandfather. Special 
thanks to neighbours Margaret 
and Rod Connelly for their care 
and friendship; to Catriona 
and staff of Hamish Hoey and 
Son for unfailing support and 
guidance. Heartfelt thanks 
to Mgr. James MacNeil for 
his constant kindness from 
Duncan’s death to the deeply 
spiritual and dignifi ed Requiem 
Mass with beautiful music. The 
sum of £680 has gone to Mary’s 
Meals in Duncan’s memory.
MACGILLIVRAY - Corinne 
and Alan Barrie would like 
to thank Glenisla Care Home 
in Keith, Moray for all their 
attentive care, Catriona and 
all the staff at Hamish Hoey 
and Sons for their support 
and highly professional 
service, Rev. Dugald Cameron 
for a personal and very 
apposite funeral service, the 
Rowantree Hotel for a lovely 
lunch and Moreen Gracie at 
the Flower Basket for their 
beautiful wreaths, all of which 
contributed to the success of our 
dear mother and mother-in-law, 
Flora MacGillivray’s funeral 
on Friday January 20, 2017. We 
would also like to thank all her 
dear friends and relations who 
attended the service to make it a 
special and personal, if sad, day.
MACKECHNIE - Christine 
and family of the late John 
MacKechnie would like to give 
thanks to all the family and 
friends for their cards, support 
and expressions of sympathy 
since the sudden death of John. 
Special thanks to the emergency 
services in attendance and 
Ian MacInnes from D and A 
Munn for providing invaluable 
help and support. Heartfelt 
thanks also to; the Rev. W T 
Hogg for making the journey 

MACKECHNIE
Brian and Andrea (née Fraser) 
are delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of their daughter 
Kate on January 16, 2017.

Fourth granddaughter for Iain 
and Cathy Fraser and second 

granddaughter for Ian and 
Catherine MacKechnie. Thanks 

to the midwives in Oban and 
Paisley.

to deliver such a moving and 
fi tting service, the elders of 
Dalmally and Innishael Parish 
Church for their effi ciency, 
Alasdair MacDonald for his 
music during the service, 
Iain MacIntyre for the pipes, 
Moreen at the Flower Basket for 
the beautiful fl oral tributes and 
the Dalmally Community Hall 
Committee for catering after 
the service. The breathtaking 
sum of £1735 was donated to be 
shared between The Macmillan 
Suite at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital and Chest, Heart and 
Stroke, Scotland. RIP.
MACLELLAN - Ann would 
like to very sincerely thank all 
family, friends and neighbours 
for the many letters, cards, 
fl owers and loving expressions 
of sympathy and support at the 
recent untimely loss of John. I 
also appreciate everyone who 
made the long journey over to 
Islay from around Scotland and 
the South of England, in some 
cases through snow.  I also thank 
the people of Islay who came to 
say farewell to John, he would 
have been very proud. Thank 
you to Jean and Craig MacAffer 
Funeral Directors, Islay who 
went out of their way to advise 
sympathetically and make all 
the arrangements  seem so 
simple for John’s return passage 
back to Islay. Also a heartfelt 
thanks to John MacDougall 
for sharing memories of John 
and Rev. Valerie Watson 
for her very comforting and 
uplifting service at St Kiarans 
Church and also at Kilnave 
Cemetery, Gruinart. To Fiona 
Doyle for her wonderful fl oral 
arrangements which were 
very much admired. The Port 
Charlotte Hotel who served 
up a much appreciated purvey, 
most welcome after the cold 
wind of Loch Gruinart. Last, 
but by no way least, our 
neighbour Kirsty Hosie who 
arrived within minutes of 
a call for help, took charge 
and notifi ed the services just 
what was needed then looked 
after John till the ambulance 
arrived.
MACLENNAN - Neil 
MacLennan would like to thank 
all relatives and friends for the 
kind expressions of sympathy 
at the recent bereavement of 
his father. Thanks to those who 
donated to Alzheimer Scotland. 
Special thanks to John Fraser 
and Son, Chapel Street, 
Inverness for their compassion 
and support with funeral 
arrangements.

MEMORIAMS

EDWARDS – In loving 
memory of our Mum and 
Granny Mary Bell, died January 
26, 1995, also remembering our 
Dad and Grandpa Donald, died 
September 19, 1986. Loved and 
remembered always.
- Donnie, Anne and family.
KERR - Remembering our 
father, father-in-law, papa and 
great-papa Willie, who died 
January 29, 2015.
- Love John, Morag and family x
KIRSOP - John, sadly passed 
away January 25, 2007, steadfast 
husband, inspirational father, 
father-in-law, grandfather and 
great-grandfather to his large 
family. Forever in our thoughts 
much loved and sorely missed.
- Mary and family 

MACCOLL – In loving 
memory of our mum Margaret, 
who passed away January 24, 
2013 in Kilmore.
Remembered always.
- Morven, Christina, Deirdre, 
Duncan and their families
MACCONNACHER – 
Treasured memories of May, a 
devoted wife, mum, gran and 
nana, died January 27, 2015. 
Although you’re gone we do not 
fear. Because we know you will 
always be here. We think about 
you every single day. So your 
memory will never fade away.
- Alexander, Jill and William, 
Sander and Laura, Darren, 
Cameron, Craig and Jamie xxx
MACDONALD - Precious 
memories of David Hepburn 
(Davie), who passed away on 
January 26, 2001. Miss you and 
love you always.
- Margaret, Elspeth, David, 
Roslyn and Ewan
Gentle Jesus up above
Please give Grandpa all our 
love.
- Kyle, Emma and Ally
MACFARLANE – Treasured 
memories of a much loved sister 
and aunt, Peggy who passed 
away on January 22, 2014 at 
Fasgadh, Invercoe, Glencoe. 
Sadly missed.
- Mary and family, Glencoe
MACKELLAR – Violet. In 
loving memory of my dear mum 
who passed away in January 
2016. Deep in my heart you will 
always stay 
In my thoughts every day.
- Love Allan xx
McCOMBIE – In loving 
memory of a dear father, 
father-in-law, granddad and 
great-granddad Bert, who died 
January 31, 2015.
Many a lonely heartache 
Many a silent tear
But always a beautiful memory
Of one we loved so dear
Sadly missed.
- John, Teenie and Peter
You are always in our thoughts 
granddad.
- Fiona, Fraser and Kevin
When we a star shining bright 
we know its granddad Bertie 
saying goodnight.
- Kyle and Summer
POULTON – Treasured 
memories of my dad Chris, who 
died January 30, 2006. Forever 
in my heart.
- Hannah
RUSSELL - Treasured 
memories of my dear wife Mary 
died on January 29, 2010. Love 
never ends.
RUSSELL - Treasured 
memories of our dear mum and 
nana Mary who died January 
29, 2010.
Loved beyond words, missed 
beyond measure.
- Mhairi, Ian, Katy, Fiona and 
Morven 
RUSSELL - Treasured 
memories of our dear mum and 
nana, Mary who died January 
29, 2010. Never a day goes by…
all our love.
- Kirsty, Steve, Rebecca, Scott 
and Callan 
SMITH – Precious memories 
of Angus, a much loved father, 
father-in-law and adoring 
grandpa and great-grandpa, 
who sadly passed away on 
January 23, 2013.
Forever in our hearts, always in 
our thoughts.
- Myrtle, Angus, Isobel, Calum 
and family

SARAH MACINNES
Graduated from the University of Glasgow with an MLitt 

(Postgraduate) degree in War Studies. Sarah is the daughter 
of Ian and Rhoda McInnes, Oban, and granddaughter of 
Barbara Hill and the late John Hill, and Marie McInnes 

and the late Roy McInnes. Sarah is a former pupil of Park 
Primary School and Oban High School.
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Port Glasgow OBU   0
Oban Saints    6
Jimmy Mashall Cup – 2nd Round

Football
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Six of the best as Saints overrun Port 
Glasgow OBU

Donald Campbell dinks the ball past OBU keeper Mark Turner to net Saints’ second goal.

Paul Carmichael slides in to connect with this Brian MacKay’s cross to open the scoring.

Dene Cassells heads this e� ort over the bar. Match report and photos: Deek Black

Craig MacEwan, No 8, seals his hat-trick

LAST Saturday at Parklea 
Saints began their defence of 
the Scottish Amateur Football 
League Jimmy Marshall Tro-
phy in confident style against 
one of the stalwarts of the 
Scottish Amateur Football 
League Port Glasgow Old 
Boy’s Union AFC.
 Port Glasgow OBU celebrat-
ed their 110th anniversary 
in 2016, which is a fantastic 
achievement, particularly in 
the current climate of long-es-
tablished clubs having to fold. 
True to their motto, Port 
Glasgow OBU have remained 
Sure and Steadfast throughout 
their history and have a long  
and happy association with 
the Scottish Amateur Football 
League.
 OBU have admirably chosen 
not to follow the well worn 
path to other leagues taken 
by many long-standing SAFL 
member clubs including close 
neighbours Greenock High 
School Former Pupils and 
Gourock Athletic, electing in-
stead to stay with the Scottish 
Amateur Football League and 
battle on in search of that elu-
sive promotion to the Premier 
Division.

The one mile stroll from the 
changing rooms at Parklea 
bowling club along the banks 
of the Clyde to the grass park 
was a pleasant one made all 
the better when it revealed a 
good sized grass park bathed 

‘If I had any criticism it would
be that we have to be more
clinical in front of goals’

in January sunshine.
The hosts kicked off but it 

was Saints who immediately 
gained possession, with Craig 
MacEwan wining a free kick 
23 yards out and slightly left of 
centre. Donald Campbell took 
responsibility for the dead ball 
but sent a poor effort into the 
wall. Donald fared slightly 
better with the rebound get-
ting his shot on target but with 
insufficient power to trouble 
Mark Turner in the OBU goal. 

Campbell had another dead 
ball opportunity in the fifth 
minute and lofted a good ball 
into the box however the low 
sun shining across the park 
made any high balls from the 
Saints right difficult to pick out 
and Paul Carmichael miscued 
his header high and wide. 

Carmichael followed this 
effort up with a strong run on 
the left supported by Myles 
McAuley. A 16-yard shot from 
Myles was blocked, with Craig 
MacEwan reacting first to the 
loose ball and curling an effort 
towards the postage stamp 
corner which Mark Turner got 
his fingertips to at the expense 
of a corner kick. There was 
again no joy from Campbell’s 
delivery from the right with 
the home defence comfortably 
clearing the danger.

OBU ventured forward 
for the first time in the 10th 
minute, with skipper Iain 
McEwan getting away from 
Dene Cassells and sending in 
a shot from a tight angle which 
Thomas McCulloch could only 
parry across the face of his 
goal. Fortunately for Saints, 

OBAN golfer Robert MacIn-
tyre came close to reaching 
another prestigious final last 
week, finishing in the top four 
of the Australian Men’s Ama-
teur Championship.

The Glencruitten golfer 

skipper Marc Maccallum was 
alive to the danger, getting 
back to mop up the loose ball 
ahead of lone OBU striker 
Kevin Franck.

Myles McAuley had a run 
through the midfield halted 
unfairly by Jordan Axeworthy 
in the 16th minute. Paul Kerr 
took the free kick quickly roll-
ing the ball to MacEwan who 
fed Campbell on the right hand 
corner of the box. Campbell 
swung in a good cross looking 
for MacEwan’s run but Mac-
Ewan’s header, again made 
difficult by the low sun, looped 
wide of target.

The Oban side made the 
breakthrough which their 
almost complete domination 
deserved in the 19th minute. 
Campbell threaded a pass 
through the inside right 
channel for Brian Mackay 
who raced in behind the high 
OBU defensive line, around 
keeper Turner and squared to 
Carmichael who slid in at the 
back post to poke the ball into 
the unguarded net.

Saints doubled their advan-
tage five minutes later when 
Carmichael gave chase to a 
long diagonal ball from Dene 
Cassells, beating Craig Hill 
in a foot race and picking 
out Campbell, who timed his 
run to the back post perfectly 
before calmly stroking home 
from six yards.

The OBU defence claimed 
Campbell had strayed offside 
however referee Jim McNeil 

was not interested and turned 
down their appeals.

The sense of injustice con-
tinued from the home side 
and Jordan Axeworthy found 
his way into the referee’s note 
book for an over-the-ball chal-
lenge on McAuley just inside 
the Saints half. 

McAuley was in the thick of 
the action again in the 38th 
minute providing a cross from 
the left which Carmichael 
volleyed home a left footed 
thunderbolt for Saints third 
goal. McAuley continued his 
purple patch creating an op-
portunity for MacEwan in the 
39th minute whose low right 
foot shot grazed the outside of 
Turner’s left hand post on it’s 
way wide.

In the last action of the first 
half MacEwan was clipped just 
outside the OBU box and was 
inches away from connecting 
with Campbell’s free kick 
which also found it’s way wide 
of Turner’s left hand post.

Saints kicked off the second 
half and immediately resumed 
where they had left off. Mac-
Ewan curled a right foot shot 
towards the postage stamp 
corner which Turner at full 
stretch finger tipped behind 
for a corner kick. Campbell’s 
delivery from the corner flag 
was deep to the back post and 
was returned on the half volley 
by Brian Mackay whose shot 
across the face of the goal flew 
narrowly wide of the post.

The early second half pres-
sure from Saints bore fruit in 
the 48th minute when Craig 
MacEwan thumped a shot 
off the crossbar and had the 
presence of mind to gather 
the rebound, trick his way past 
two defenders and roll the ball 

past the OBU keeper from ten 
yards.

There was to be no respite for 
the home defence as straight 
from the re-start MacEwan 
and Carmichael burst through 
again. Carmichae’s shot was 
blocked by Turner but MacE-
wan was on the spot to curl the 
loose ball high into the net for 
Saints fifth goal.

Full credit to the home side 
who despite being well beaten 
all over the park never gave up 
or resorted to violent tactics.

Their commitment to the 
cause was almost rewarded in 
the 51st minute when for once 
they got the better of Saints 
solid midfield and defence 
to create an opening for Iain 
McEwan. The OBU Skipper 
sent a shot across Thomas 
McCulloch who had to throw 
out a strong left hand to turn 
the ball round the post.

Saints rounded off a rampant 
15 minutes with a McAuley 
shot just wide of target before 
the on fire MacEwan sealed 
his hat-trick volleying home a 
Scott Maitland cross from the 
left.

Tormentor in chief MacEwan 
declared on three and was 
replaced by Ross Maitland 
on the hour mark with Willie 
Gemmell and Dean Smith also 
joining the action to replace 
Paul Kerr and Brian Mackay 
respectively.

A long ball over the top in 
the 65th minute caught out the 
otherwise untroubled Saints 
central defensive pairing of 
Marc Maccallum and Dene 
Cassells. Dene gave chase to 

Jordan Axeworthy fouling 
the OBU midfielder in the 
process. The free kick gave 
the home side the chance to 
test Thomas McCulloch but 
the uneventful afternoon 
continued for the big Saints 
keeper when Axeworthy’s shot 
trundled harmlessly wide of 
his left hand post.

As the sun disappeared from 
the sky both the temperature 
and the pace of the game 
dropped. Cassells continued 
to push forward and combined 
with Maitland to set up Gem-
mell for a shot from distance 
which flew wide of Turner’s left 
hand post.

In the 71st minute a good pass 
on the right from David McAr-
thur sent Carmichael racing up 
the touchline. A terrific cross 
on the run from Carmichael 
was met at the near post by 
a diving header from Dean 
Smith on the six-yard line 
which Smith was disappointed 
to see go well wide.

Gemmell delivered a free 
kick into the box where Carmi-
chael attempted an overhead 
kick which unfortunately he 
couldn’t connect well enough 
with skying his spectacular 
effort over the crossbar.

Turner produced three good 
saves in quick succession to 
deny Maitland twice and then 
Smith at the near post at the 
expense of a corner kick.

The frustration continued for 
Smith in the 79th minute when 
he was just behind a tempting 
cross from the right from 
David McArthur. Smith’s des-
peration for a goal led him to 

snatch a 22-yard shot high and 
wide when a pass to Maitland 
looked a far better option.

Carmichael repeated the 
feat just one minute later to 
take the missed chances tally 
comfortably beyond those 
successfully converted.

There was still time for Turn-
er to produce two more saves 
firstly leaping high to his left 
to claw away a Cassells shot 
and then a considerably more 
routine stop from a Campbell 
effort. 

Turner’s saves and Saints 
wayward finishing ensured no 
further scoring with the six nil 
win sending Saints through to 
the third round where they will 
face a trip to either Arkleston 
United or Shawlands F.P.

Manager Alex Craik was 
happy with the performance of 
his team. He said: ‘We played 
some good football today. Port 
OBU weren’t the strongest of 
opposition but we did what we 
had to do. If I had any criticism 
it would be that we need to be 
more clinical in front of goals.

‘We have a big Scottish 
Cup 5th round tie away to 
Tarbolton on February 4 and 
we can’t afford to be missing 
good scoring chances against 
the better teams.’

This Saturday Saints are 
back on league duty with a 
home game against Ferguslie 
Star who beat Saints 5-4 in 
Paisley earlier in the season so 
a tough game is anticipated.

The match will be played at 
Glencruitten with a 2pm kick-
off. Referee in charge is John 
Stobo.

reached the semi-final of the 
234-strong tournament, which 
was held at Yarra Yarra Golf 
Club.

Upon reaching the final 
64 players, the tournament 
progresses to a head-to-head 
knockout competition.

MacIntyre, who is ranked 10th 
in the world amateur rankings, 
advanced safely throughout 
the tournament and won his 
quarter final game against the 
Australian Travis Smyth.

However, MacIntyre wasn’t 
quite able to mimic the success 
of his international teammate, 
Connor Syme, who won the 
tournament last year.

Even bringing in a secret 
weapon – fellow Obanite Stuart 
Fraser, who was Robert’s caddy 
for the day – wasn’t enough.

Robert reaches last four of 
Australian championship

He was beaten in the semi-fi-
nal by Min Woo Lee from 
Australia by a margin of three 
and one.

MacIntyre took to social 
media after the tournament to 
congratulate Min Woo Lee on 
his performance and wished 
him luck in the final.

But his best wishes weren’t 
enough and Lee lost in dra-
matic fashion when Martias 
Sanchez came back to win the 
tournament by one-up.

MacIntyre added: ‘Massive 
thanks to everyone for the sup-
port, it means so much. Gutted 
to have lost in the semi final 
but, hey, it is all about learning 
from it and move on.’

Golf

FORMER Oban High School 
pupil Abigail Evans has been 
named in Scotland’s 2017 Wom-
en’s Six Nations Championship 
squad.

Abigail named in women’s Six Nations squad 

Robert MacIntyre

Abigail made her Scotland 
debut for Scotland in the 2015 
Six Nations opener against 
France.

She will feature alongside 31 

other players, including her 
teammate and Scottish Rugby’s 
first full-time female player 
Jade Konkel.

Argyll and Bute rugby devel-
opment officer, Allan Wright, 
said: ‘Having Abigail playing 
at the top level of rugby in the 
country is a huge achievement 
for her personally and also for 
Oban High School and Oban 
Lorne RFC’s Youth Rugby 
set-ups, where Abigail was 
introduced to the game.

‘Her involvement particularly 
in the Scottish National Wom-
en’s set-up should act as a big 
incentive to all girls playing 
rugby across the country and 
especially rural areas such as 
Argyll and Bute.

‘Currently we have girls play-
ing in Oban, Mull, Campbel-
town, Islay and Lochgilphead.

‘Hopefully some of the girls 
in these clubs can follow in Ab-
igail’s footsteps in the future.’

Abigail started playing rugby 
while at Oban High School 
when she was 12 years old. 
She now plays for Hillhead 
Jordan in the Scottish National 
League.

Scotland Women will open 
their campaign against Ireland 
Women on Friday February 3.

They will play two further 
matches at Broadwood, which 
they adopted as their base last 
year, hosting Wales on Friday 
February 24 and Italy on Friday 
March 17.

They will face France on 
Saturday February 11 in La Ro-
chelle (kick-off 8pm GMT) and 
England on Saturday March 11 
at The Twickenham Stoop.

All 15 Women’s Six Nations 
games will be broadcast live on 
TV or online to help raise the 
profile of the championship.Abigail taining with the Scotland squad.

Women’s rugby



26 SPORT Thursday 26 January, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk26 SPORT

Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Marine 
Harvest 
Media 
Award 

winners 
2016

Mactavish, Sutherland, Bullough 
and Strathdearn Cup draws made 

 Alison McMenemy, Director, Highland Print Studio and Camanachd Association Player 
Representative to the Board, Stuart MacKintosh who made the draw.

THE  DRAWS for the RBS 
MacTavish Cup, Aberdein 
Considine Sutherland Cup, 
Bullough Cup and Strathdearn 
Cup all took place at Highland 
Print Studio, Inverness, on 
Monday 23 January. 

The draws were made by 
Alison McMenemy from the 
Highland Print Studio and 
Glenurquhart keeper Stuart 
MacKintosh, who is the player 
representative to the Cama-
nachd Association.  

The venue was selected 
because Highland Print 
Studio is about to embark on 
an exciting venture with the 
Camanachd Association which 
will see artists working with 
shinty clubs to create a series 
of prints celebrating the con-
temporary culture and heritage 
of Scotland’s iconic indigenous 
sport of shinty. The project 
has received funding from the 
Highland Culture – Take Pride, 
Take Part Investment Fund.

Newtonmore went into the 
RBS MacTavish Cup draw as 
holders while their second team 
were 2016 Aberdein Considine 
Sutherland Cup winners. 

Tayforth were reining 
Bullough Cup champions and 
Lochcarron lifted the Strath-
dearn Cup last year.

2017 Balliemore 
Cup Draw
The draw for the 2017 Bal-
liemore Cup will take place 
at 2pm in the Camanachd 
Association Office, Inverness, 
on today (Thursday).

All Camanachd Association 
members are welcome to 
attend. 

2017 Camanachd 
Cup Draw
The final cup draw for the 2017 
shinty season, the prestigious 
Camanachd Cup, will take 
place in early March when the 
preliminary round and first 
round ties will be pulled out of 
the hat. 

The second round draw will 
be made after the first round 
ties have taken place. 

The 10 Marine Harvest 
Premiership sides join the com-
petition at the second round 
stage.

2017 shinty 
� xture list 
One sure sign that the new 
shinty season is just around the 
corner is the imminent release 
of the new fixture list. 

Camanachd Association 
operations and events manager 

Astie Cameron has confirmed 
that the 2017 fixture list is due 
for publication on Tuesday 
January 31 . 

The fixture list will include all 
competitions except the Cama-
nachd Cup, which is drawn on a 
round by round basis through-
out the season. 

Oban Celtic 
announce 
pre-season plans
Oban Celtic manager Kenny 
Wotherspoon has set his side 
four testing pre-season friend-
lies throughout the month of 
February as they prepare for 
life in the Marine Harvest 
National Division. 

The Oban Celtic squad open 
with a game against Taynuilt at 
Ganavan on Saturday February 
4 .  

Marine Harvest Premiership 
side Glasgow Mid Argyll come 
to Mossfield to play Oban 
Celtic on Saturday February 11.  

There will also be top division 
opposition a week later when 
Kilmallie are the opponents, 
again at Mossfield.  

The ever-popular Robert 
Wylie Memorial Cup match 
takes place on Saturday Febru-
ary 25 as Ballachulish come to 
Mossfield.

Oban Celtic will be out to 
win back the trophy after Kin-
lochshiel took it west with a 5-1 
win last year. 

The throw up times are yet to 
be confirmed. 

Daniel Madej will continue 
as Oban Celtic club captain 
this coming season, with Neil 
Carmichael as vice-captain.   

Oban Camanachd 
prepare for the 
new season
Oban Camanachd have re-
sumed training in preparation 
for season 2017 and hoping to 
build on last season’s success 
that saw the club finish second 
equal in the Premier League 
and reach the final of the 
Scottish Cup, losing narrowly 
to Newtonmore.

With last year’s team captain 
James MacMillan taking a year 
out in Australia, it was expected 
that promising youngster Ross 
MacMillan would be given a 
chance to establish himself 
in the first team. However, he 
has decided to leave the club 
and play for Oban Celtic next 
season.

Commented team manager 
Ian Hay: ‘With the team play-
ing in the top flight of shinty, it 

Aberdein Considine Sutherland Cup
The Aberdein Considine Sutherland Cup is a national knock-out tournament for junior teams and 
the draw was made as follows:
Saturday April 8 
First Round
Inverness v Lewis Camanachd
Lochcarron v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Newtonmore v Kilmallie
SCOTS Camanachd v Bute
Strathglass v Caberfeidh
Fort William v Kinlochshiel
Kingussie v Skye Camanachd
Lochaber v Inveraray
Lovat v Kyles Athletic
Beauly v Lochside Rovers

Byes
Aberdour
Glengarry
Oban Lorn 
Boleskine
Caithness
Glenurquhart

Saturday June 3 
Quarter Final
Strathglass / Caberfeidh / Inverness/ Lewis Camanachd
v Glenurquhart / Boleskine
SCOTS Camanachd / Bute / Caithness
v Lovat / Kyles Athletic / Beauly / Lochside Rovers
Fort William / Kinlochshiel / Oban Lorn
v Aberdour / Kingussie / Skye Camanachd
Newtonmore / Kilmallie / Lochcarron / Glasgow Mid Argyll
v Lochaber / Inveraray / Glengarry

Saturday July 1 – Semi Final
Strathglass / Caberfeidh / Inverness / Lewis Camanachd / Glenurquhart / Boleskine
v SCOTS Camanachd / Bute / Caithness / Lovat / Kyles Athletic / Beauly / Lochside Rovers
Newtonmore / Kilmallie / Lochcarron / Glasgow Mid Argyll / Lochaber / Inveraray / Glengarry
v Fort William / Kinlochshiel / Oban Lorn / Aberdour / Kingussie / Skye Camanachd
The 2017 Aberdein Considine Sutherland Cup Final will take place on Saturday 29 July and the 
venue has yet to be confirmed. 

Saturday April 29 
Second Round
Fort William/Kinlochshiel v Oban Lorn 
Strathglass/Caberfeidh v Inverness/Lewis Camanachd
SCOTS Camanachd/Bute v Caithness
Aberdour v Kingussie/Skye Camanachd
Lochaber/Inveraray v Glengarry
Lovat/Kyles Athletic v Beauly/Lochside Rovers
Newtonmore/Kilmallie v Lochcarron/Glasgow Mid Argyll
Glenurquhart v Boleskine

Bullough Cup
The Bullough Cup is a knock-out tournament for south junior clubs and the draw was made as 
follows:
Saturday May 20
First Round
Kilmory v SCOTS Camanachd
Kyles Athletic v English SA
Strachur v Glasgow Mid Argyll
Oban Lorn v Dunoon

Byes
Inveraray 
Aberdour
Lochside Rovers  
Bute

Saturday July 15 
Semi Final
Bute / Kyles Athletic / English Shinty Association
v  Strachur / Glasgow Mid Argyll / Oban Lorn / Dunoon
Inveraray / Kilmory / SCOTS Camanachd
v Aberdour / Lochside Rovers

Saturday June 17
Quarter Final
Strachur / Glasgow Mid Argyll v Oban Lorn / Dunoon
Bute v Kyles Athletic / English Shinty Association
Aberdour v Lochside Rovers
Inveraray v Kilmory / SCOTS Camanachd

The 2017 Bullough Cup Final will take place on Saturday August 5 and the venue has yet to be 
confirmed.

RBS MacTavish Cup
THE RBS MacTavish Cup is contested between north senior clubs and the draw was made as 
follows:
Saturday March 25
First Round
Fort William v Newtonmore
Strathglass v Lovat
Kinlochshiel v Kingussie
Caberfeidh v Skye Camanachd
Glenurquhart v Lochaber

Byes
Inverness
Kilmallie
Beauly

Saturday April 15 
Quarter Final
Fort William / Newtonmore v Caberfeidh / Skye
Kilmallie v Inverness
Glenurquhart / Lochaber v Strathglass / Lovat
Beauly v Kinlochshiel / Kingussie

Saturday May 13 
Semi Final
Fort William/Newtonmore/Caberfeidh/Skye v
Glenurquhart/Lochaber/Strathglass/Lovat
Kilmallie/Inverness v
Beauly / Kinlochshiel / Kingussie

The 2017 RBS MacTavish Cup Final will take place at the Bught Park, Inverness, on 
Saturday June 10. 

Strathdearn Cup
The Strathdearn Cup is a knock-out competition for north junior teams and the draw was made as 
follows:
Saturday April 22 
First Round
Beauly v Glengarry
Fort William v Caithness
Byes
Boleskine
Caberfeidh
Glenurquhart
Kilmallie
Kingussie
Kinlochshiel
Inverness
Lewis Camanachd
Lochaber
Lochcarron 
Lovat
Newtonmore 
Strathglass
Skye Camanachd

Saturday May 13 
Second Round
Lochaber v Lewis Camanachd
Lochcarron v Kingussie
Beauly / Glengarry v Glenurquhart
Strathglass v Inverness
Boleskine v Skye Camanachd
Newtonmore v Lovat
Fort William / Caithness v Kinlochshiel
Kilmallie v Caberfeidh

Saturday July 15 – Semi Final
Lochcarron / Kingussie / Kilmallie / Caberfeidh v Strathglass / Inverness / Boleskine / Skye 
Lochaber / Lewis Camanachd / Newtonmore / Lovat v Beauly / Glengarry / Glenurquhart / Fort 
William / Caithness / Kinlochshiel
The 2017 Strathdearn Cup Final takes place on Saturday August 12 and the venue has yet to be 
confirmed. 

Saturday June 17
Quarter Final
Lochaber / Lewis Camanachd v Newtonmore / Lovat
Strathglass / Inverness v Boleskine / Skye Camanachd
Beauly / Glengarry / Glenurquhart v Fort William / Caithness / Kinlochshiel
Lochcarron / Kingussie v Kilmallie / Caberfeidh

is important for the players to 
commit to the training sched-
ule laid down by the club. To 
this end, we are disappointed 
to have lost Ross but we wish 
him well.

‘However, on the plus side, 
the club welcome back Connor 
Howe and Matty Rippon, who 
have shown the commitment 
required at the level the team 
play at, as well as showing loy-
alty to the team manager.’

On going to press both Cama-
nachd and Lochside were trying 
to arrange much-needed match 
practice for this weekend.     

Camanachd 
Association step 
up hunt for new 
chief
The Camanachd Association 
has stepped up the hunt for a 
new chief executive officer to 
lead the organisation following 
the departure of Torquil Mac-
Leod after the Association’s 
annual general meeting in 
November 2016.

The association previously 
advertised the post but didn’t 
make an appointment after 
interviewing four candidates. 

They have since taken time 
to review the terms and con-
ditions on offer and the post, 
based in Inverness, has been 
re-advertised, now offering an 
increased salary of between 
£35,000 and £45,000 depending 
on experience. 

The new chief executive of-
ficer will be responsible to the 
Camanachd Association presi-
dent and board of directors for 
ensuring the smooth running 
of the organisation, marketing 
and communication.

The role is based at the 
association’s head office in In-
verness and the job description 
and candidate specification are 
available from the Camanachd 
Association website www.shin-
ty.com. Any interested appli-
cants can also discuss the post 
in confidence with Camanachd 
Association president Jim Barr 
by calling 07900 052568.

Kilmallie AGM
Kilmallie hold their annual 
general meeting at Caol 
Community Centre tomorrow 
(Friday January 27). 

It is a big year for the Caol 
Parks side as Mark MacPher-
son’s senior squad returns to 
top division shinty. 

The AGM starts at 7pm and 
all are welcome. 

Rory Kennedy is 
new captain of 
Newtonmore
Rory Kennedy will captain 
Newtonmore in the new shinty 
season.

Kennedy takes the armband 
from fellow defender and fellow 
Scottish internationalist Steven 
MacDonald, who lifted all 
major honours open to the club 
last season with the exception 
of the Artemis Macaulay Cup. 

Kennedy has put a time on 
the sidelines with a serious 
hand injury behind him and he 
was a key player in a solid New-
tonmore defence which only 
lost 23 goals in 28 competitive 
games in 2016.

He is also a mainstay in Ron-
ald Ross’ Scotland squad. 

Dallas Young 
appoints 
Kingussie 
assistant 
New Kingussie first team 
manager Dallas Young has 
wasted no time in appointing 
his assistant manager for the 
new season. 

Barrie Dallas, a first team 
regular for many years, will as-

sist Young in his new role. Ally 
MacLeod and Ronald Ross will 
continue to lead the Kingussie 
second team.  

Doe MacRae to 
assist  at ’Shiel
Doe MacRae will assist new 
Kinlochshiel manager John-
ston Gill this coming season. 

MacRae is a well-known 
figure in shinty circles and 
Gill has nominated him as 
his right-hand man as the new 
management team look to build 
on the successes of 2016 under 
former boss Colin Fraser, who 
was voted out of the manage-
rial hot-seat at the end of last 
year after leading the team to 
Artemis Macaulay Cup success 
and a fourth place finish in the 
Marine Harvest Premiership – 
their highest finish ever. 

Johnston Gill previously 
managed the side for a three-
year period, leading them to 
the Marine Harvest North 
Division 1 title and Balliemore 
Cup success.

Gill will be without John 
Don MacKenzie and Duncan 
‘Ach’ MacRae this season as 
both have joined Glasgow Mid 
Argyll. 

Aberdour prepare 
for new season
Marine Harvest South Division 
1 side Aberdour will prepare 
for the new shinty season with 
four warm-up matches. 

Lisa MacColl’s Aberdour 
squad open with a match 
against Fort William at Silver 
Sands on Saturday January 28. 

They then host Marine 
Harvest Premiership new boys 
Glasgow Mid Argyll at the 
same venue a week later. 

After a two-week gap, the Ab-
erdour seconds and the Kyles 
Athletic seconds meet at Silver 
Sands on Saturday February 
18. Throw up for this one is at 
1.30pm. 

Then, just seven days ahead 

of the new shinty season, Aber-
dour head for the Dell to face 
the Kingussie second team on 
Saturday February 25. 

Beauly pre-season 
programme 
Beauly have put their pre-
season plans in place as new 
boss Alan MacRae looks to hit 
the ground running as new boss 
of the Braeview Park side.

Beauly lost 5-2 to Lovat in the 
Lovat Cup on Monday January 
2 but they showed enough in 
the second half of that match 
to demonstrate that they will 
be able to build on the progress 
made last season. 

There’s an early start for the 
Greens as a mixed Beauly first 
and second team side host Aber-
deen University at Braeview 
Park on Saturday January 28. 

There will be no on the field 
action on Saturday February 
4 as the club hold their fund-
raising sale of work at the 
Phipps Hall.

However, Beauly will be 
tested over the next three Sat-
urdays as they play top flight 
opposition. 

On Saturday February 11 
Beauly make the short journey 
to Blairbeg to take on Glenur-
quhart. 

They are on the road again on 
Saturday February 18 as they 
face Kingussie at the Dell. 

Beauly end the month with 
a third match against Marine 
Harvest Premiership oppo-
sition as they play newly pro-
moted Kilmallie at the Canal 
Parks.  

Glasgow MA AGM
Glasgow Mid Argyll’s are 
holding their annual general 
meeting at Hillhead Sports 
Centre, Hughenden.

The club will review the 2016 
season and discuss their plans 
ahead of their return to the 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
next season. 
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £850
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

D Morrison
Loch Street
Isle of Lewis

A MacLullich
Nant Drive
Oban

ShootingTHE NEW Year went off with 
a bang in all respects.  The 
attendance for this traditional 
opening shoot of the year was 
exceptional, with 46 senior, 2 
ladies and 3 junior guns taking 
part.  The weather was mixed, 
but did not affect the standard 
of the shooting, which was 
excellent, with five maximum 
75 ex 75 scores in the individual 
rounds.  The difficulty was the 
shortness of daylight, with the 
last lines shot in near dark 
conditions.

The John Jacobson Trophy 
was presented by an American 
serving at the Holy Loch Base,  
and is by tradition the first 
open shoot of the year.  It was 
a period when local shoots had 
record fields with many keen 

servicemen joining the local 
clubs. The Cowal clay target 
clubs continue to welcome 
entrants from a wide area.  It 
is not easy to run successful 
shoots and the clubs rely on a 
small band of helpers, too often 
the same persons.  Clearly 
the quality of targets and the 
support organisation is appre-
ciated – evident in the high 

attendance.
Visitor Alvaro Pieri, Larbert, 

took the trophy with 146 points 
from a possible maximum of 
150.  Donnie MacPhail, Glen-
daruel, was  second on 145 with 
a further one point difference 
to Leighton Reid, Bute, on 144 
in third place.  Brian McDon-
ough was fourth on 143, and 
there was a tie for fifth between 

New Year goes off with a bang 
at Dunoon Clay Target Club

two regular visitors from Bute, 
Ronnie Robertson and Alan 
Brown with 142.   Top lady 
was Fiona Pieri, Larbert with 
Alison Brown, Dalry in second 
place.

Archie MacBride, Dunoon, 
was the winner of the junior 
competition, and Josh Cowan, 
Bute, and James Milton, Lar-
bert both shot well to be placed 
second and third.  The Pool 
Trap was decided by a complex 
shoot-off, with Ian Smith, 
Dunoon, taking the kitty.

For contact details and 
fixtures see the Club website 
- h t t p : / / w w w. d u n o o n a n d -
district-ctc.com/   

Lewis youngster represents 
Scotland at Pan Celtic 
Cross Country in Cardiff

Connor competing in the 
1,500m � nal at the 2015
Island games in Jersey.

LEWIS athlete, Connor Ma-
clean, 19, was the first male 
islander ever to represent Scot-
land at junior cross country 
level when he participated at 
the Pan Celtic Cross-country 
event in Cardiff on Saturday 
January 21.

Connor is currently being 
trained by Robert Hopkins – 
father of Callum Hopkins, who 
finished ninth in the marathon 
at the 2016 Olympics in Rio, in 
a time of 2:11:52.

Councillor Norman A 
MacDonald, convener of Com-
hairle nan Eilean Siar, said: 
‘This is a fantastic achievement 
by one of our talented local 
athletes. Connor has shown 
a hunger and a willingness to 
work incredibly hard to achieve 

his goals. Robert Hopkins, a 
former international runner 
himself, clearly sees the poten-
tial Connor has for him to take 
on his training. 

Councillor Charlie Nicolson, 
the Comhairle’s Representa-
tive on COSLA Sports, Arts 
and Culture Committee, said: 
‘This is truly wonderful news 
for athletics in the islands and 
an excellent achievement for 
Connor himself. I would like 
to congratulate Connor and 
his coaches who have put a lot 
of work in, and indeed all those 
who are involved in athletics 
throughout the islands.

‘We have wonderful sporting 
facilities in the Western Isles 
which provide a foundation for 
our young athletes to flourish 
and meet their potential.’ 

BJJ
– an overview
Brazilian jiu-jitsu (BJJ) is a 
martial art, combat sport sys-
tem that focuses on grappling 
and especially ground fighting. 
Brazilian jiu-jitsu was formed 
from Kodokan judo ground 
fighting (newaza) fundamentals 
that were taught by a number of 
individuals, including Takeo 
Yano, Mitsuyo Maeda and 
Soshihiro Satake.
 Brazilian jiu-jitsu eventually 
came to be its own art through 
the experiments, practices, and 
adaptation of judo through 
Carlos and Helio Gracie (who 
passed their knowledge on to 
their extended family) as well 
as other instructors who were 
students of Maeda, such as 
Luiz Franca. BJJ promotes the 
concept that a smaller, weaker 
person can successfully defend 
against a bigger, stronger, heav-
ier assailant by using proper 
technique, leverage, and most 
notably, taking the fight to 
the ground, and then applying 
joint-locks and chokeholds to 
defeat the opponent.

 BJJ training can be used for 
sport grappling tournaments. 
However it can be used in 
some self-defense situations 
and does serve its purpose.  
Sparring (commonly referred 
to as rolling) and live drilling 

play a major role in training, 
and a premium is placed on 
performance, especially in 
competition, in relation to pro-
gress and ascension through its 
ranking system.

Since its inception in 1882, 
its parent art of judo was 
separated from older systems 
of Japanese jujutsu by an 
important difference that was 
passed on to Brazilian jiu-jitsu: 
it is not solely a martial art, but 
it is also a sport; a method for 
promoting physical fitness and 
building character in young 
people; and ultimately, a way 
of life. 

Oban’s BJJ club is run by Iain 
(Coogie) Potter who trains 
under Marcos Nardini. For 
club info contact Coogie on 
coogiepots@gmail.com

Kyokushinkai Karate
Caledonia Kyokushin classes 

teach Kyokushin Karate. Kyok-
ushin is a style of stand-up, full 
contact karate, founded in 1964 
by Korean-Japanese Masutatsu 
Oyama. ‘Kyokushin’ is Japa-
nese for ‘the ultimate truth’.
 It is rooted in a philosophy of 
self-improvement, discipline 
and hard training. Its full 
contact style has international 
appeal and practitioners have 
over the last 40+ years num-
bered more than 12 million.

Anyone interested in learn-
ing Kyokushin karate should 
contact Iain Rodger on: 07584 
166542 or iain@ikku.co.uk

Shukokai Karate
– an Overview
The Argyll Martial Arts classes 
teach Shukokai Karate. Shu-
kokai is a style of Karate, based 
on Tani-ha Shitoõ-ryõ, a branch 
of Shitoõ-ryõ developed by 
Chõjirõ Tani in the late 1940s, 

and refined by his students, 
including Yamada Haruyoshi 
and Kimura Shigeru.

Chõjirõ Tani was born in 
1921 and started his formal 
karate training under Miyagi 
Chõjun, who founded the 
Gojõ-ryõ style, while a student 
at the Doshisha University in 
Kyoto.

After a few months, Miyagi 
Chõjun returned to Okinawa 
and the founder of Shitõ-ryõ, 
Kenwa Mabuni took over the 
teaching. Upon graduating 
from university, Tani began 
learning Shuri-te and then 
Shitõ-ryõ from Mabuni as well.

After many years of training 
under Mabuni and becoming 
one of his most senior students, 
Tani received the certificate 
of succession from him and 
became the head of Shitõ-ryõ, 
enabling him to use the name 
Tani-ha Shitoryu.

Beginners are always welcome 
at the Argyll Martial Arts 
classes and if you are interested 
please contact Kenny Gray on 
07884 183905 or 01838 200419 
or Flo McBurnie on 07765 
931902

Kickboxing
– an overview
The Senshi Do kickboxing 
classes teach (in addition to 
fitness and self-defence) K-1 
style kickboxing. K-1’s prede-
cessor Seidokaikan Karate was 
formed in 1980 by Kazuyoshi 
Ishii, a former Kyokushin 
karate practitioner who had 
formed his own organisation to 
help promote the best stand-up 
martial artists. 
 Seidokaikan arranged several 
successful challenge events 
against other martial arts 
organisations, originally using 
rules based on the Kyokushin 
Knockdown karate rules, but 
gradually adapting and chang-
ing closer to kickboxing rules.

In 1993, Mr. Ishii founded 
the K-1 organisation exclusively 
as a kickboxing organization, 
closely cooperating with, but 
independent from Seidokaikan.

Beginners are welcome at the 
Oban club and anyone looking 
for more details should contact 
Wullie Rodger on senshidokb@
gmail.com or 07588 513618.

Cody McCulloch and Angus Files with their Student of the year 
certi� cates

THE STROKE Association has guaranteed 
places for this year’s Edinburgh Marathon to be 
held on Sunday May 28 and would love people to 
join its team.

It is asking all runners with a charity place to 
aim to raise a minimum of £450 in sponsorship. 
To secure your charity place, please register on 
the Edinburgh Marathon website.

If you already have your own place and would 
like to fundraise for the charity, please email sup-
portercare@stroke.org.uk or call 0300 330 0740.

All its runners will receive a Stroke Association 
running vest; a 16-week training plan; weekly 
emails full of training tips and fundraising 
ideas; full fundraising support;  support from its 
cheering point on the day and a massage in the 
post-event charity village.

Fast and flat, the Edinburgh Marathon was 

Join Team Stroke at the Edinburgh Marathon

voted the fastest marathon in the UK by Runner’s 
World. It is ideal for your first marathon or if you 
are looking for a pesonal best time.

Starting on London Road and Regent Road, the 
route takes you by the historic Palace of Holy-
roodhouse and through Holyrood Park. It then 
goes past Meadowbank Stadium, through Leith 
Links, along Portobello promenade and then into 
East Lothian. The marathon finishes at Pinkie 
Primary School in Musselburgh.

Kirsty Scott, Stroke Association community 
and events fundraising manager, said: ‘There are 
about 14,000 strokes in Scotland every year and 
it causes a greater range of disabilities than any 
other condition.  

Oban Saints under-16s reached the quarter � nal of the Central Regional Cup on Sunday, defeating Dalziel Boys Club 4-3 in a thrilling 
match at Dalziel Park , Motherwell . A great achievement to reach the last eight of the competition from the initial 70+ teams 

competing. A home tie awaits the Saints against old rivals Dumbarton Utd on the weekend of  February 18/19.

ON THUSDAY February 9 
at 7.30pm. The Patersons Of 
Beauly Centenary Reflections 
on rifles, romance, shinty and 
First World War will take place.

Communities
This illustrated talk at the 

Highland Archive Centre 
with Hugh Dan MacLennan 

The Patersons of Beauly – Centenary Refl ections
and Margaret Mackay looks 
at Highland communities 100 
years ago.

Family history and lore, an 
autograph book, sporting 
activities, music, photographs 
and military imperatives are 
all used to illuminate a story 
of Scotland, Canada and the 

Highlands which resonates to 
this day.

World-class
Entertainment provided 

by world-class piper Duncan 
MacGillivray of Calrossie.

Shinty



� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Page 28
OT

Sport

Carrick                                43
Oban Lorne                      27
BT West Division One

Oban Saints youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football
IT WAS a good weekend for 
Oban Saints with all five youth 
teams and the senior team 
winning their games 
 Results – Ardencaple 1, Under- 
13s 3. Saints goalscorers were 
Innes MacDonald (2) and Owen 
McCorquindale.
  Regional Cup – St Cadocs 
Athletic 0, Under-14s 4. Netting 
for Saints were Connor Moore 
(2), Toby MacFarlane and an 
OG. The boys now face Broom-
hill in the last 16.
 Under-15s 6, Scotstoun Athletic 
0. Saints scorers were Craig 
Millar (2), Jamie Forgrieve (2), 
Aaron Mckay and Jude Bain.
 Regional Cup – Under-16s 4, 
Dalziel BC 3. Scoring for Saints 
were Cameron Kerr (2), Rory 
Dowd and Gary MacCuish.
 Under 17s v Port Glasgow. 
Netting for Saints were Lewis 
Buchanan (3) and Andy Ritchie.
 Next weekend’s fixtures: 
Under-13s v Drumchapel United; 
Glenvale v Under-14s; Under-15s 
v no game;  Under-16s no game; 
Helensburgh v Under-17s. 

Scottish AFL results 
and � xtures
Football

LAST Saturday’s fixtures: 
West of Scotland Cup, fifth 
round-Lochgilphead Red Star 
1, Cambria 4; Jimmy Marshall 
Cup, first round-Dunoon 4, 
Drumchapel Colts 2; second 
round-Port Glasgow OBU 
0, Oban Saints 6; Inverclyde 
v Campbeltown Pupils, 
postponed; 2B-Claremont 4, 
Tarbert 1. 
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
Premier Division-Campbeltown 
Pupils no game; Oban Saints 
v Ferguslie Star; Premier 
Division 1-Alba Thistle v 
Dunoon; Premier Division 
2A-Rossvale v Lochgilphead 
Red Star; Premier Division 
2B-Tarbert v East End United. 

Green Machine lose to Carrick

Rugby

OBAN Lorne made the long trip 
to Ayrshire on Saturday to take 
on promotion chasing Carrick 
RFC in  Maybole.
 The two sides have met on 
several occasions in recent years 
with Oban usually having the 
upper hand on their rivals. In 
November the Green Machine 
recorded a narrow 17-15 win 
against Carrick despite playing 
60 minutes of the match with 
only 14 men.
 The Oban team were confident 
going into Saturday’s game after 
recording a morale boosting 
47-25 win over Argyll rivals 
Helensburgh last weekend.
 Going into the game, Carrick 
were hungry to for a bonus point 
win to keep up the pressure on 
first-placed Newton Stewart, 
while Oban Lorne were looking 
for some much needed points to 
keep in touch of the teams above 
them going into the closing stag-
es of the season.
 Seventeen-year-old back row 
Daniel Speirs made his first 
start for the club on Saturday 
after coming off the bench at 
half time the previous weekend.
 Carrick started the game well 
and dominated possession and 
territory in the Oban half in the 
opening exchanges. The away 

Thirty-� ve enthusiastic Mini Rugby players from Oban Lorne RFC, Etive Vikings RFC,  and Isle of Mull RFC attended an indoor 
training session led by Argyll & But rugby development o�  cer, Allan Wright, and Oban High School modern apprentice, Ellie 
MacNiven, as well as a good number of local coaches from the mini sections. The training was a welcome addition to the Mini 
Rugby teams’ training that has been ongoing over the winter months. It is hoped that the Mini Rugby clubs can keep up the 

encouraging playing numbers due to Dalriada Festivals recommencing in February.

defence, however stood firm to 
deny the hosts of an opening 
score.
  As the defence held firm on the 
tryline, a couple of silly mistakes 
further up field eventually let 
the hosts in for the first try of the 
day to lead 7-0.
 The Green Machine managed 
to hit back straight away from 
the early onslaught, with a pen-
alty for the hosts being offside 
and slotted over by stand-off 
Finlay Carmichael, narrowing 
the score to four points.
 Oban built on this shortly 
after, with Carrick kicking the 
ball straight down the throat 
of Welsh full back Iwan Rhys 
Roberts who passed the ball out 
wide to powerful winger Calum 
MacLachlan, much to the de-
spair of a few Carrick defenders
who failed in their efforts to 
stop the Oban man scoring in 
the corner. Oban were now 8-7 
ahead.
 Midway into the half Oban 
were playing well forcing the 
home side to give away penalties 
at the breakdown but were un-
done with more silly errors.
  It was some needless mistakes 
again that let Carrick in for their 
second try of the day to lead 
14-8.
 The remaining 10 minutes of 
the first half was end to end with 
both sides attacking well. Three 
penalty kicks were exchanged, 
two to one in Oban’s favour with 

Carmichael’s six points from the 
boot taking the score to 17-14 for 
the hosts at half-time.
  For the first 40 minutes Oban 
had competed extremely well 
with a team eight places above 
them in the league table. Coach 
Corrie Louw encouraged a good 
start to the second half, unfortu-
nately it came to nothing.
 Carrick caught their own kick 
off at the start of the second half 
passing the ball wide to score 
almost immediately extending 
the score to 24-14. 
 In what was now becoming a 
high scoring and entertaining 
game Oban managed to again 
hit back with another penalty to 
bring the score to 24-17.
 Things were looking a bit 
brighter for Oban at this stage 

with Carrick being brought 
down to 14 men with  a sin 
binning for persistent infringe-
ments as Oban pressed forward.
 The numerical advantage 
should have helped the Green 
Machine but Carrick dug deep 
and scored against the run of 
play extending the lead to 29-17.
  Carmichael’s boot was keeping 
the away team in touch with 
another penalty reducing the 
deficit to nine points.
  Oban pressed for a try and had 
a good period of pressure on 
the hosts tryline. Unfortunately 
possession was given away and 
Carrick were quick to race up 
field and score their fifth try of 
the day.
  Another try for the home side 
followed shortly after taking 

Oban out of contention at 43-
20.
 The visitors refused to give up 
and hit back with a consolation 
score from young back row play-
er Stephen Povey after some 
good work in the lineout. This 
gave a final score of 43-27 in the 
hosts favour in a hugely enter-
taining 80 minutes of rugby.
 Saturday’s result still leaves 
the men in green sitting 9th 
in the league table but still in 
touch with Kilmarnock in 8th 
place. With two games in hand 
on the teams above them, Oban 
will be confident of climbing 
the table in their remaining 
four league fixtures.
 Glencruitten will hold a poten-
tially league deciding fixture 
on Saturday February 11 with 

first placed Newton Stewart 
needing a win to clinch the 
West Division 1 title.
 This is a rearranged game from 
earlier in the season and should 
attract a big crowd in what is an 
important match for both teams, 
particularly that of the visitors.
 This Saturday, Oban Lorne 
take a break from league duty 
and face West Division 2 leaders 
Stewartry RFC in the quarter 
final of the West Regional Bowl 
competition.
 Saturday’s game will be played 
at Glencruitten with kick off at 
1.30pm to allow for extra time if 
required.

With two games in hand on 
the teams above them Oban 
will be con� dent of climbing 
the table in their remaining 
four league � xtures

OBAN Lorne Under-16s host-
ed Argyll rivals Kintyre and 
Highland visitors Lochaber at 
Glencruitten on Saturday.
  The games were organised to 
give the Oban team some game 
time ahead of next weekends cup 
match against Marr Under-16s 
and also to give Kintyre and Lo-
chaber a competitive fixture with 
both teams numbers growing 
over the course of the season.
  First up Oban took on Lochaber 
under the guidance of referee, 
local rugby development officer, 
Allan Wright.
 The hosts ran out comfortable 
64-0 winners over the course of 
40 minutes of rugby. Despite the 
heavy scoreline there was some 
great play from the visitors, with 
a lack of match experience being 
the only real difference between 
the sides.
 Next up both visiting teams 
played a short 30-minute game, 
with the contest finishing 24-22 
in favour of Lochaber.
  To finish the day, a combined 
Lochaber and Kintyre side took 
on Oban who put in a more pol-

Oban Under-16s
Kintyre Under-16s               
Lochaber Under-16s
Friendly fi xtures

Friendly fi xtures for Under-16s
ished performance than the first 
game to run out 52-0 winners.
  The day was a great opportunity 
to gain some vital game time 
for all the players who attended 
with more local games like 
these hopefully being arranged 
between now and the end of the 
season.
 Oban players such as Euan 
Shearer, Kieron Morrison 
and Angus Neil impressed on the 
day with stand-out performances.
 This Sunday Oban Lorne Un-
der-16s take on Marr RFC in the 

first round of the West Regional 
Cup Competition. The game will 
be played at Glencruitten. Kick 
off TBC.

Under-13 and Under-14 rugby
This Sunday Oban’s Under-13 
and Under-14 rugby teams travel 
to Biggar RFC to take part in 
their first match of the new year. 
Both teams will be looking to 
build on a promising start to the 
season when they competed in 
the West U13 and U14 league 
fixtures.

Under-12 girls’ rugby
Oban will field an Under-12 girls 
team for the first time this Sun-
day as the newly-formed team 
travel to Edinburgh to take part 
in an Under-12 Girls Festival 
at Stewart’s Melville RFC. 
Girls rugby is growing faster 
than ever at Oban Lorne/ Oban 
High School, with at least nine 
girls taking part in the new S1 
intake for the School of Rugby 
programme.

Youth rugby

Saints Under-15s
to visit St Mirren
Youth football

OBAN Saints Under-15s have no 
game this weekend so the boys 
will be travelling to Paisley where 
they will take part in a training 
session at the St Mirren FC 
Academy.
 Following the session, the 
players and coaches will then 
attend the Scottish Champion-
ship match between St Mirren 

Refereeing 
appointment
Football
LOCHGILPHEAD referee 
Jimmy Litster will take charge 
of the Scottish Amateur Cup 6th 
round tie between Eddlewood 
and Thorn Athletic due to be 
played on Saturday February 4.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday January 26, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.51 3.6 11.02 1.4 17.07 3.6 23.27 1.2
Fri 05.29 3.8 11.41 1.2 17.44 3.8  **.**  *.*
Sat 00.00 1.0 06.05 3.9 12.19 1.1 18.17 3.8
Sun 00.33 0.9 06.39 4.0 12.55 1.0 18.47 3.9
Mon 01.05 0.8 07.11 4.0 13.30 0.9 19.16 3.8
Tues 01.39 0.8 07.43 4.0 14.04 0.9 19.50 3.8
Wed 02.15 0.8 08.19 3.9 14.42 1.0 20.28 3.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

17
6

5

Thursday Light Cloud
 Winds strong south easterly
 Temperatures 3°C to 5ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds strong south easterly
 Temperatures 5°C to 6ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 8ºC.

Oban’s Robert Maclaughlin makes a break for the line during the 
game against Lochaber. Photos: Kevin McGlynn Angus Neil dives over to score for Oban Under-16 against Lochaber.
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Union blasts ambulance shortage
A TRADE union says immedi-
ate support is needed for ambu-
lance services in the West High-
lands which are ‘threadbare and 
sometimes non-existent’.

Unite regional officer Richard 
Whyte said members in Skye, 
Fort William and Caithness 
are becoming increasingly frus-
trated and concerned about the 
dangerous practice of routinely 
putting emergency ambulances 
onto long patient transfers to 
Raigmore Hospital.

He explained: ‘There are 400 
inter-hospital transfers between 
Belford and Raigmore a year 
– that’s more than one a day. 
There are 250 a week from Bel-
ford, Broadford and Caithness.

‘There has been a reduction in 

patient transfer service where 
members of staff now work on 
their own. There has also been 
a reduction in the number of 
journeys because Raigmore is 
asking people, as much as pos-
sible, to travel under their own 
steam, but where patient re-
quires a wheelchair or anything 
more than an arm to lean on, it 
is passed on as an emergency.’

He said that amid the changes 
lessons have not been learned.

‘There are occasions where 
staff are working 12 hours, 
going home but getting a call 
in the middle of their sleep to 
come back out, which is leading 
to fatigue and low morale.

‘Sometimes before the ambu-
lances can return to their own 

communities, they are being 
sent to cover calls in the Inver-
ness area. And there has been 
more than one occasion when 
the service has been threadbare 
or even non-existent in the 
north-west.’

‘The lack of foresight by ambu-
lance chiefs is astonishing,’ con-
tinued Mr Whyte. ‘God forbid 
that anything goes wrong when 
Skye, Lochaber or Caithness is 
left with little or no emergency 
cover. This needs sorted now.’

A Scottish Ambulance Ser-
vice spokesperson said: ‘We are 
aware of pressures on inter-hos-
pital transfers and are working 
on this with NHS Highland.

‘We are also aware of the need 
to keep emergency cover in 

the area. Calls are responded 
to based on patient need. This 
means sending patients the 
most appropriate response, 
which, if they have an immedi-
ately life-threatening condition 
such as cardiac arrest, will be 
the closest available resource.

‘There is a range of responses 
we can send to emergencies, in-
cluding air and land ambulances, 
as well as first responders, and 
we continue to work closely with 
our partners and communities 
to ensure we deliver the safest 
and most effective service.

‘As part of a £5 million addi-
tional investment in the service, 
we have also recruited 12 staff 
into new posts across the High-
land area since April 2016.’

Caol school primary one pupils have 
been busy working on a project about 

Animals in Winter with their teacher, Mrs 
Haines.  Taking part are, from the left, 

Maddison Stoddart, Danni MacDonald, 
Zara Hatch and Zac Jones, who proudly 

showed o�  the colourful clay hedgehogs 
they made. 

The children have been learning all 
about what it means to be nocturnal and 

looking at some examples of animals 
active after dark. The children then 

voted  to choose which, of the animals 
they studied, was their favourite, and 
hedgehogs were the runaway winner. 
The children then put together hedge-
hog fact � les with all the information 

they had learned about them and made 
their clay hedgehogs.

Hedgehogs 
cool for Caol

Art project lands £50,000
A COMMUNITY art studio 
supporting schools across 
Lochaber has received a cash 
windfall of almost £50,000.

Room 13 International in Caol 
was awarded £49,490 from the 
Big Lottery Young Start Fund 
to support its new Generation 
Creative project.

The charity hopes that the 
money will help extend the 
project’s reach to children who 
are not currently able to access 
the Room 13 facilities.

Fiona Macdonald from Room 
13 said: ‘The money gives us 
stability to keep our contract 
running for our two artists, which 
is very important, and allows us 
to develop what we are doing.’

The Generation Creative 

project will enable Room 13’s 
lead artist, Richard Bracken, to 
work with children and various 
contributing artists to develop a 

programme of delivery for pri-
mary and high school students.

Ms Macdonald said: ‘We are 
aware that Room 13 needs to 

reach further afield, so we want 
to link up with other schools in 
outlying areas. We are looking 
to create relationships with 
other primary and high schools 
to make Room 13 accessible to 
more children to create the next 
generation of young artists.

‘We will be looking at how we 
can best reach young people 
so there is an opportunity for 
contributors further afield to 
get involved and join the team.’

During the project, Room 
13 will work with 10 primary 
schools in the Lochaber area 
to provide opportunities for 
children to work alongside 
professional artists on creative 
projects. They will also develop 
and extend the youth volunteer 
group for people aged 13 to 21 
to involve students from the 
four high schools in the area.

Room 13 chief executive Claire 
Gibb said: ‘The support from 
Big Lottery provides a welcome 
boost to the organisation and is 
a really valuable investment in 
Lochaber’s Room 13 studios.

‘It will allow us develop key 
aspects of our work with schools 
and young people at a time when 
there is more demand than ever 
for the sort of services our artists 
and studios can deliver, with less 
and less provision to support this 
work. 

‘The Room 13 team is looking 
forward to getting Generation 
Creative under way.’

One of the many schools to 
benefit from the Room 13 fa-
cilities is St Columba’s Primary 
School in Fort William, which 
shares a campus with Caol 
Primary School.

Speaking to The Oban 

Times, head teacher Violet 
Smith said: ‘The children work 
on art projects, philosophy and 
learn about artists. The kids can 
also take school pictures, design 
postcards and put together 
small publications.’

St Columba’s has worked with 
the organisation for the past 14 
years and Ms Smith said that 
it is very pupil-led. ‘It’s really 
good for the children because it 
increases confidence. They can 
become committee members and 
be involved in decision making,’ 
added Ms Smith.

‘It’s great for kids who are 
maybe introverted, or who you 
wouldn’t normally expect to see 
stand up and talk in front of the 
class, because once they have 
been to Room 13 they become 
more confident in themselves 
and their class work.’

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

MONEY-SAVING plans aimed 
at saving rural schools from 
potential closure are to be 
discussed by councillors today 
(Thursday January 26).

Proposals regarding the 
management of schools were 
first presented to the Highland 
Council's (HC) Education, 
Children and Adult Services 
(ECAS) committee in October 
2015.

Today, councillors will discuss 
management of schools and be 
asked approve proposals for 
implementations which could 
chop £750,000 from HC spend-
ing.

The new management ar-
rangements have been initially 
proposed for schools connected 
to Kilchuimen Academy, Kin-
lochbervie High, Farr High, 
Mallaig High, Dornoch Acade-
my and Plockton High.

Changes are also being sug-
gested at Spean Bridge, Roy 
Bridge and Invergarry prima-
ries which would see the three 
schools being served by a single 
cluster head teacher and three 
principal teachers – currently 
Roy Bridge and Spean Bridge 
share a cluster headteacher and 
a principal teacher, while Kim 
Bentley is head at Invergarry.

The cluster appointment is 
already in existence in Loch-
aber: Lyndsay Bradley is the 
associated schools head teacher 
at Acharacle, Ardgour and 
Kilchoan primaries.

The meeting is at 10am and 
can be viewed online.

Schools 
could get 
‘cluster’ 
head 
teacher

Fiona Macdonald with Richard Bracken and Gracie Henderson, 
Robert Gosling, Katie Robertson and Kaci Hatch. 
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SCOTTISH Government plans to 
abolish the board of Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise (HIE) were shot 
down at Holyrood last week.

Opposition MSPs have been united 
in their fight against the SNP plans 
to scrap the HIE board and absorb it 
into a Scotland-wide body.

The government was defeated in it’s 
plans last Wednesday (January 18) by 
just one vote as opposition voted 64 to 
63 against the SNP.

During the debate, economy sec-
retary Keith Brown stated HIE was 
not solely responsible for much of 
what has happened in the Highlands, 
claiming success had come through a 
joint effort between the board and the 
government.

He said: ‘One example is the huge 
Rio Tinto project. Saving those jobs 
and building on them will have a huge 
economic impact on the area, given 
the population sparsity. That was 
the result of a joint effort between 
Scottish Enterprise and HIE.’

And SNP MSP Kate Forbes hit back 
at what she described as ‘misleading 
claims’ from opposition MSPs about 
the future of HIE.

The Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP responded to Conservative MSP 
Douglas Ross’s tweet claiming HIE 

would be moved to the central belt, 
saying it was ‘downright lies’.

During the debate Mr Ross said: 
‘Calling Scottish Conservatives liars 
because we have taken such a strong 
position against the SNP’s centralisa-
tion plans begs the question why we 
have gained so much support for our 
opposition.’

Following the debate, Ms Forbes 
said there was room for improvement 
within HIE and hoped that stage two 
of the government’s review would 

lead to help empowering the enter-
prise. She said: ‘Let’s be clear – HIE 
is not under threat. It will still be 
Highland-centred, Highland-based 
and Highland-run.

‘I’m amazed at the gross exaggera-
tion, empty hyperbole and irresponsi-
ble superlatives that have dominated 
the discussion on HIE’s future in the 
past few months.’

Opposition members have been 
celebrating the victory.

Labour MSP Rhoda Grant said: 

‘The government’s only aim with this 
proposal is to continue with its relent-
less march towards centralisation and 
control.

‘This government is obsessed with 
moving power and services south, and 
repeatedly shows its contempt for the 
people of the Highlands and Islands.

‘I call upon all Highlanders and 
islanders to say enough is enough and 
speak out against this wrong-headed 
plan.’

And leader of the Highland Council, 
Margaret Davidson, said: ‘This vote 
sends a strong message to the Scottish 
Government about its incessant cen-
tralising agenda and we would now 
urge ministers to reconsider their 
entire approach.

‘We now ask the government to 
provide guarantees that Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise will continue 
to operate on the basis of delivering 
local decision-making.’

Commenting after the debate Mr 
Ross said centralisation plans for 
HIE should now be shelved, and the 
government should allow HIE to get 
back to work.

He commented: ‘The SNP should 
listen to local communities, and 
now parliament, and scrap these ill-
thought through proposals.’

MSP Kate Forbes, left, and Highland Council leader Margaret Davidson.

Opposition MSPs hail victory 
in vote to save board of HIE

Highlands and Islands to the fore in fi lm awards
THE Highlands and Islands were 
well represented in the FilmG na-
tional Gaelic short film competition 
with several entrants from the region 
making the shortlists across a range 
of categories.

Lochaber High School pupil Claire 
Frances MacNeil is shortlisted for 
Best Young Film-maker for her 

documentary Bodach Na Beinne. Sgoil 
Lionacleit and Plockton High School 
are among the shortlisted schools 
in the youth category. Callum Mac-
Millan from the Benbecula school is 
nominated for best actor for his role 
in Gearrach an Stiùiriche.

Stornoway’s Nicolson Institue is 
shortlisted in three categories: best 

film, Film G’s Gaelic award for Stri 
na Dileab, and Catriona Bain for best 
actor/actress.

Castlebay pupil William MacDou-
gall is shortlisted for best actor and, 
with Adam Denehy, for best script 
for their work Eilean an Dochais. 
Sir E Scott school pupil Catherine 
MacDonald is shortlisted for best 

young film-maker for her film Coim-
hearsnachd.

Tàirneanaich youth group in Shaw-
bost are shortlisted for best drama 
and their funny drama Gàidhealbox is 
shortlisted for the community award.

Comhairle’s Catriona Stewart con-
gratulated all the pupils.
Full story – page 13.

Young people show 
how to lead the way
PORTREE Active Schools 
is encouraging youngsters in 
the area to get involved in a 
programme that will not only 
help keep them and their peers 
keep fit but that could also 
provide valuable experience 
and make their CVs stand out.

High Life Highland’s leader-
ship programme uses courses 
from Sports Leaders UK, a 
Scottish governing body for 
sport and youth work.

The programme is open to 
young people aged 12 to 25 and, 
although underpinned by lead-
ership in sport and youth work, 
the benefits can be utilised by 
young people volunteering in 
clubs, facilities and schools.

Throughout the programme 
young adults receive hoodies as 
awards. The colour of the hood-
ie received reflects the number 
of leadership hours which have 
been dedicated. Navy blue ones 
are given initially to those who 
have completed 25 hours of 
sport or activity leadership, and 
purple, green, red and grey can 
be ‘achieved’ with each addi-
tional 25 hours.

Callum Musgrave recently 
picked up his leadership hoodie. 
Callum has been supporting the 
running of primary football in 
Broadford as well as refereeing 
at the local soccer sevens 
tournaments. Callum recently 
received a Saltire awards for 500 
hours which his coaching has 
contributed to as well as work 
he has been doing in his local 
community.

Earlier this month Jamie 
Gillies picked up his leadership 
hoodie for his volunteering 
hours with Portree Primary 
shinty and refereeing at local 
tournaments.

More activities have been add-
ed to the programme already 
this year, including gymnastics 
and dodgeball.

To sign up or for more infor-
mation, contact  sarah.ross@
highlifehighland.com.

Homeless youth charity 
lands £15,000 cash boost
A CHARITY which helps 
homeless young islanders can 
look forward to a brighter New 
Year thanks to a cheque for 
£15,000.

The donation is the first half of 
the £30,000 which Western Isles 
Foyer will get every year from 
the wind farm charity Point and 
Sandwick Trust (PST).

Foyer was set up in 2003 in 
response to recognition that 
young people were becoming 
homeless, whether that was for 
failing to pay their rent, antiso-
cial behaviour or other reasons.

Rebecca Mahony, project 
leader for Western Isles Foyer, 
said: ‘We were delighted to 
receive £15,000 from Point 
and Sandwick Trust. This will 
make an enormous impact in 
our organisation and will also 
assist us in attracting addi-
tional match-funding to help 
and support some of the most 
vulnerable people living in our 
community.’

PST general manager Donald 
John MacSween said: ‘Foyer is 
Western Isles-wide, addressing 
a key area for us which is help-
ing young adults who are home-
less or in housing need, with 
supported accommodation, 
preparation for employment, 
health and social issues.’

He added: ‘I was their first 
CEO, so for me it’s particularly 
important that we are now in a 
position to help Foyer ad enable 
them to carry on the good work 
that they already do.’

Over the past year Foyer has 
supported more than 75 young 
people across all its services. 
The drop-in service is run from 
the charity’s base at 36 Bayhead 
in Stornoway and is open Mon-
day to Friday.

Megan Shaw, 23, is one young 
person indebted to Western 
Isles Foyer for help and support 
at a crucial point in her life. 
Megan, from Lewis, has been 
involved with Foyer since she 
was 18 and been in supported 
accommodation for the past 
four years. She is now ready to 

move on to her own permanent 
tenancy with Hebridean Hous-
ing Partnership.

Megan said Foyer’s support 
had been ‘massive’, adding: 
‘When I came here first, I 
was really withdrawn. ‘I was 
really shy. I was struggling with 
depression and all that. My 
confidence was rock bottom. 
I didn’t have any self-esteem 
but, through their support with 
accommodation and college, 
I’ve developed and now I am a 
lot more confident.

‘Foyer were the light I needed to 
guide me through the darkness.’

Megan successfully completed 
two college courses at Lews 
Castle College and is now work-
ing with Who Cares Scotland as 
a participation assistant, a job 
for which she is qualified due to 
her own experiences of care.

‘I’m reaching out to young 
people who are in care or are 
care-experienced and allowing 
them to have a voice. Some 
of them don’t feel they have a 
voice because of all the stigma 
around being in care.’

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Megan Shaw with her Saltire Young Volunteer of the Year award.

Angus McCormack, chairman of Point and Sandwick Trust, presenting the cheque to Foyer project leader Rebecca Mahony, centre, and support worker Anna Campbell.

Callum Musgrave, above, and 
Jamie Gillies with their hoodies.

Finlay sails off to a 
deserved retirement
A CALMAC services manager 
from Lewis has hung up his 
uniform after working for the 
company for almost half a 
century.

Finlay Smith, 65, from Great 
Bernera, has retired after 49 
years of service, starting in 
1967 as a galley boy on the MG 
Seaforth for David MacBrayne.

Finlay progressed to assistant 
pantry boy, before spending a 
number of years as cook. He 
became the first second steward 
to serve on the brand new MV 
Hebridean Isles in 1985.

Finally, he became onboard 
service manager on the 
MV Hebrides, covering the 
Uig-Lochmaddy-Tarbert route, 
where he became a familiar and 
popular crew member.

Finlay said: ‘I’ve seen so many 
changes in the near half-cen-

tury I’ve been a part of David 
McBrayne and then CalMac, 
but one thing that has always re-
mained the same is the coming 
and going of staff and customers 
– either getting to know people 
or just passing time with them.’

Retail development manager 
Donald MacKillop said Finlay 
would be greatly missed.

Donald presents Finlay with a 
picture of the old MV Hebrides.
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POLICE
FILES
THERE has been an increase in 
housebreakings throughout the 
Lochaber area and homeowners 
are being encouraged to remain 
vigilant at all times.

As the most recent house-
breakings have taken place 
when homes are unoccupied, 
police are asking the public to 
take precautions, such as leaving 
lights on and asking neighbours 
to keep an eye on their property 
while they are away.

Police are also urging people 
to report any suspicious activity 
or strange or unknown vehicles.

A NUMBER of vehicles have 
been damaged within car 
parks throughout Fort Wil-
liam.

At around lunchtime on 
January 6, a Dacia Duster 
was damaged while parked 
unattended at either the Caol 
shops car park or outside the 
Co-op while  unattended. It 
is thought the car may have 
been struck by another vehi-
cle.

The rear window of a Vaux-
hall Meriva was smashed 
while parked in the Upper 
Achintore car park in the 
Dumbarton Road area over-
night between January 17 and 
18.

A Kia Cee’d was damaged 
within the Argos/Pound-
stretcher car park on North 
Road on January 22 at 1.45pm. 
It is believed the damage was 
caused by another vehicle 
striking the car.

POLICE would like to hear from 
anyone with information after a 
fridge-freezer was set alight in a 
garden in Kennedy Road in the 
Plantation at around 2.30pm  on 
January 20.

POLICE are keen to identify a 
man who stopped a blue car 
on Lundavra Road and spoke 
to some children at the side 
of the road at around 5pm on 
December 29. They are asking 
anyone with any information 
relating to this incident to 
come forward.

A CHARITY shop’s front window 
on Fort William High Street has 
been smashed in what police are 
treating as an act of vandalism.

The window of the PDSA shop 
was smashed on January 20-21.

Police are investigating the 
damage and have assured sta�  
and volunteers they will be 
checking CCTV footage in a bid  
to � nd out who is responsible.

Ms Campbell said: ‘The whole 
window has to be replaced. It’s 
mindless.’

Anyone with information 
should call police on 101.

Road crossing campaign steps 
up after yet another near miss
A DISABLED woman who re-
ceived ‘another terrible fright’ 
as she tried to cross the A830 
with her guide dog believes 
there are no excuses left to jus-
tify not installing a controlled 
crossing on the notorious road.

Banavie resident Annette 
Hobson, who is registered blind 
and has some trouble hearing, 
says she has been campaigning 
for a controlled crossing for 10 
years.  However, the issue came 
to the fore once more when she 
was involved in a near miss on 
the Fort William to Mallaig 
stretch near the swing bridge 
last week.

Ms Hobson said it is ludicrous 
that there is nothing to help 
pedestrians cross this road 
safely, but said the fact that 
work on the road was being 
carried out, disrupting the usual 

traffic flow, made the situation 
even more dangerous for her 
and her dog, Caramel.

She told The Oban Times: ‘I 
have some use of my eyes but I 
could not see any signs. The 
road should have been taped off 
to prevent people crossing. It 

really is a miracle nothing more 
serious has happened.

‘There is construction work 
under way to build stores in Fort 
William on North Road and my 
understanding is there will be a 
crossing put there, yet the road 
here and also near the Co-op 

in Corpach are notorious for 
pedestrians, but it seems BEAR 
and Transport Scotland don’t 
want to pay the money.’

The issue was again discussed 
at the Kilmallie Community 
Council (KCC) meeting on 
Monday January 23.

The KCC noted that they had 
still not received a response 
from BEAR Scotland with 
regard to a pedestrian survey 
that was carried out near the 
Banavie swing bridge last year.

Chairwoman Christine Hutch-
ison said: ‘Annette is probably 
one of the most vulnerable 
people when crossing the road 
but this is an issue which affects 
lots of people.’

Sergeant Andrew Bilton was 
at the meeting and explained 
that the statistics covering how 
many accidents have happened 
in the area would need to be 
considered. He said: ‘Near 
misses are not recorded with us. 

People don’t contact us and say, 
“I was almost in an accident”.’

The community council also 
said that if cost is the reason 
why BEAR Scotland cannot put 
in a crossing, then it would need 
to look at other ways of funding 
one.

Emma Brown is an engage-
ment officer with the Guide 
Dogs Association and she has 
been supporting Annette fol-
lowing the incident last week.

She told The Oban Times: 
‘Controlled crossings provide 
a level of certainty about when 
it is safe to cross the road, 
particularly for people with 
sight loss. Guide Dogs Scotland 
supports the installation of a 
controlled crossing at Banavie 
to allow all residents, including 
those with sight loss and other 
disabilities, to access their local 
community safely.’

A spokesperson for BEAR 
Scotland told The Oban Times: 

‘We’re sorry to hear about 
Mrs Hobson’s experience last 
week.  A squad was carrying out 
drainage works near Banavie 
swing bridge on the A830 on 
January 17.

‘The works involved a lane 
closure using temporary traffic 
signals. Signs were in place 
asking pedestrians to wait for 
a banksman at either end of the 
site. One of the team had noted 
Mrs Hobson with her guide dog 
and was running towards her 
to offer assistance when she 
attempted to cross. He assisted 
her after the incident. These 
works are now complete.

‘A study is currently being 
undertaken by Transport 
Scot land to look at pedestrian 
provision on this section of the 
A830. The study is expected to 
be completed over the coming 
few months. We’ll then be able 
to report on the findings to the 
local community.’

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

ting them see how different people learn.’
He added that it demonstrates to the children 
that we are always learning, even beyond 
our school years, and that both the children 

and adults are enjoying the project and the 
classes. ‘It’s a good confidence booster for the 
children’ he said.

As well as the educational benefits of the 

popular project, Mr Hamilton noted that it 
had also provided the school with extra 
resources, saying: ‘Care Lochaber kindly donated 
three laptops to the school for the classes.’

Caol children 
become the 
hi-tech teachers
PRIMARY seven pupils at Caol have been 
taking a turn at being the teachers ... by helping 
older members of the community get to grips 
with computings.

This inter-generational project, a six-week 
block of IT lessons, began when Care Lochaber 
contacted the school, looking to get help for 
some of the older people they work with so they 
could learn to use computers.

Care Lochaber is a service designed to enable 
older residents, as well as those with ill health, 
mobility issues or isolation, to remain inde-
pendent through schemes such as the computer 
skills workshops and also a community car 
scheme.

The workshops are supported by NHS High-
land Community Management Self Develop-
ment Fund and the aim is to give older people a 
chance to be sociable and ease loneliness while 
learning new skills.

Caol head teacher Steven Hamilton said the 
pupils were ‘happy to help’ with the initiative 
and  primary seven set time aside every Tuesday 
to teach a computing course.

The children teach IT skills, including how to 
use the internet, Google maps and such like.

They even finish off each lesson with a cup of 
tea and, of course, some well-earned biscuits, 
which the children bake themselves.

Mr Hamilton said: ‘It’s a great way of 
getting the children to be teachers and let-

Caol youngsters pass on their knowledge while, inset, Aidan Fordham and Faith Easson teach an adult computing class.

IT MIGHT come as a surprise to 
learn that carbon emissions in Loch-
aber are far greater than the national 
average, but that is the case according 
to data presented at the latest talk 
given by the Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG).

Susan Carstairs, board member and 
former manager of LEG, gathered 
masses of data, worked out a lot of 
calculations and made some educated 
estimations to build a comprehensive 
picture of emissions in Lochaber.

‘I think it’s fascinating and it’s 
important to understand what’s hap-
pening at a local level,’ she said.

This was the third talk hosted by 
LEG, and board member Marian 
Austin said this was the best attended 
of these talks to date.

The data showed that Lochaber 
emissions work out at 17.5 tonnes per 
person per year, which is well above 
the UK average of nine tonnes per 
person per year. This figure is incor-
porating industrial emissions as well 
as personal ones.

Lochaber homes and businesses 

generate 100,000 tonnes of carbon a 
year, not including emissions coming 
from gas use. Emissions from elec-
tricity usage are above average, as is 
the total from homes and businesses.

Transport is a major source of emis-

sions, which is again above average, 
with a total of 338,000 tonnes being 
produced annually. This includes 
transportation of foods (151,426 
tonnes annually), largely from fish 
farms as well as transporting product 

from the aluminium smelter and 
Glensanda Quarry.

Some 5,3738 tonnes of carbon is 
produced from agriculture annually, 
67 per cent of which is due to methane 
from animals, again a higher figure 
than the UK average.

Forestry, another major land use in 
the area, and the removal of trees for 
wood causes emissions of 483,483t 
annually.

Damage to peatbogs – for example, 
for building projects on Blar Mor – is 
another source of carbon emission in 
the area.

Ms Carstairs said she would like 
to get a group together, with house-
holders as well as businesses, to try to 
come up with solutions to reduce the 
high emission levels in Lochaber.

She said: ‘I would love to see us take 
this on personally and in the work that 
we do. The goal is to find ways to do 
something about this and make it part 
of what we do.’

She added that more research is 
needed to look at the impact of tour-
ism on emissions, through traffic.

Carbon emissions rise in Lochaber

Parents campaign for special swimming classes

Susan Carstairs, pictured here with LEG chairman Scott McCombie, spoke 
about carbon emission levels in Lochaber. Picture: Iain Ferguson/The Write Image

‘POSITIVE talks’ are under way 
between Lochaber Autism Support 
Group and the Lochaber Leisure 
Centre to discuss potential additional 
support needs (ASN) swimming 
classes for children in the area.

Amie-Louise Wallace, who set up 
the Lochaber Autism Support Group 
two years ago, has been canvassing 
parents in Lochaber who have chil-
dren with ASN to assess the need of 
tailored swimming classes.

Amie-Louise told The Oban Times: ‘A 
a lot of additional needs children cannot 
attend the normal lessons and there is 
not an alternative offered by High Life 
Highland unless you can afford one to 
one lessons outwith your membership.’

A number of parents contacted 

Amie-Louise to express their interest in 
ASN swimming classes and a few have 
been speaking to The Oban Times.

Mum Katherine Douglass said her 
children would benefit from ASN 
swimming classes. She said: ‘My two 
children have a chromosome disorder 
22q11 duplication and with this they 
have additional needs. My son Mark 
Douglass has a learning disability, 
development delay, hypermobility 
syndrome and severe anxiety. My 
youngest Anna O’Donnell has hyper-
mobility syndrome, problems with her 
bowel and speech delay.

‘I also have a five-year-old daughter 
who has anxiety and is waiting to 
be tested for the same disorder. My 
children don’t socialise well, so ASN 

swimming lessons would be fantastic 
for them.’

Eilidh Dunleavy also contacted The 
Oban Times to say her son cannot 
attend mainstream swimming lessons 
due to his learning difficulties.

She said: ‘I am very keen to see 
something put in place for children 
such as Lewis and hopefully, with 
enough interest, this can be some-
thing that’s looked into.’

Nikki Jasiczak said there is ‘very 
little to no activities for children with 
additional needs yet they are the chil-
dren that most require them’.

While Nikki’s eldest son does 
attend swimming lessons, she said 
that he struggles with concentration 
and listening to instructions. She 

said: ‘The swimming lessons are 
completely full and Reuben could do 
with a smaller setting and a little more 
understanding from the instructors.

‘My younger one, however, has no 
self-control and cannot function as 
well in normal sessions so will need 
these smaller classes tailored to chil-
dren with extra needs.’

Amie-Louise added: ‘The talks are 
positive and I am hoping by the end 
there may be a class available that is 
tailored more for ASN children.’

A High Life Highland spokesperson 
said: ‘We are working with the Loch-
aber Autism Support Group to iden-
tify the requirements for, and then 
deliver, swimming lessons to children 
with additional support needs.’

Annette Hobson with her dog Caramel beside the busy A830.

OPEN DAYS
Scholarship & Whole School Open Day

Saturday 4th February 2017, 11am - 2pm
Open Doors Afternoon

Friday 17th March 2017, 2pm - 4pm
Open Doors Afternoon

Friday 28thFriday 28th April 2017, 2pm - 4pm

Exceptional academic results

Excellent modern facilities

Hockey, tennis and swimming academies

Outstanding pastoral care

Scotland’s only school equestrian centre

Over 50 extra-curricular activities

BursaBursaries and scholarships available

www.kilgraston.com
admissions@kilgraston.com - 01738 812 257

Kilgraston School - Bridge of Earn - Perth - PH2 9BQ

A leading independent boarding and day 
school for girls aged 5 - 18



4 NEWS Thursday 26 January, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk

FW

View from the Chamber

LOCHABER Chamber of 
Commerce is in the process 
of developing the all-new 
Outdoor Capital of the UK 
website.

This is an incredibly exciting 
time for Lochaber Chamber 
of Commerce. We truly have 
a site that will increase the 
exposure of our membership 
by an incredibly large factor 
and our partnership with 
VisitScotland will enable us 
to draw upon its digital power 
and expertise to further 
that exposure to an even 
greater degree.

Riddel Graham, director of 
partnerships at VisitScotland, 

is coming to the Outdoor 
Capital of the UK on Friday 
January 27 between 11am 
and 2.30pm to speak to 
local businesses about how 
VisitScotland’s partnership 
with the Outdoor Capital of 
the UK website will benefit 
everyone in the community.

This event is free and open 
to all members of the public 
but booking is required. Held 
in the Mountain Discovery 
Centre at Nevis Range, this is 
your opportunity to find out 
more about the fantastic work 
that Visit Scotland is doing in 
partnership with the Outdoor 

Capital of the UK and how it 
can benefit your business.

There will be a presentation 
from Visit Scotland followed 
by an open discussion and 
Q&A.

To book tickets, follow the 
Eventbrite link on our Face-
book page.

WHAT’S ON
SPEAN Bridge Golf Club will hold 
its annual general meeting and 
awards presentation next month.

The event will take place 
on Saturday February 25 and will 
include a Texas scramble at 11am.

Refreshments, in the clubhouse, 
will be served between 1pm and 
2pm, with the AGM and awards 
starting at 2pm.

A LOOK back at the aluminium 
plant which is due for expan-
sion will take place next week 
at the  Lochaber Local History 
Society talk.

Mick Tighe will be speaking 
about the Fort William plant’s 
early construction, illustrated 
by many newly discovered pho-
tographs. The talk has  been 
prompted by the � nding  of 
many boxes of glass plate 
slides stored in the factory 
which have been painstakingly 
cleaned and reproduced.

All welcome at the Ben Nevis 
Hotel on Thursday February 2 
at 8pm.

MAK-A-DIN will play in Glencoe 
next month. Gordon and Davy are 
a lively Scottish and Irish folk duo 
and will perform at the Clachaig 
Inn on February 27. All music is in 
the Boots Bar and starts at 9pm. 
Free entry. Over-18s.

LEARN how to make healthy 
meals on a budget with zero 
food waste. Lochaber Environ-
mental Group will starts a six-
week bloc of cooking classes 
in Caol Youth Centre starting 
Wednesday February 1 from 
10am-noon. Booking is essen-
tial so to secure your place call 
01397 700090 or email info@
lochaberenviro.org.uk.

THE 325th anniversary of the 
Massacre of Glencoe will be held 
on Monday February 13. A re-
membrance service will be held 
in St Mary’s Church, Glencoe, at 
11am, followed by the march to 
the Massacre Cross at approxi-
mately 11.45am.

THE Music Shed Choir starts on 
Tuesday January 31 at 7.30pm 
in St Andrew’s Church Hall. 
New members are welcome. 
The only quali� cation is to 
enjoy singing.

THE OBAN TIMES, together with 
NHS Highland, is running a series 
of articles putting the spotlight on 
people who work in healthcare across 
our area. Answering the questions 
this week is the health board’s lead ad-
viser for adult support and protection, 
Christine Macleod.

Q. What does your job involve?
A. It’s quite a varied role that centres 
on adult support and protection 
(ASP). A big part of my job is the 
advisory role where I am contacted 
by social workers, team managers and 
other professionals in relation to more 
complex cases surrounding ASP. I am 
also involved in ASP training.

Q. How long have you been in your 
role and what attracted you to the 
position?
A. I’ve worked as lead adviser for 
ASP with NHS Highland since April 
2016. I have been a social worker for 
the best part of 20 years, and I felt I 
needed a fresh challenge. Prior to 

this role, I was seconded to work with 
the police setting up a new pathway 
for adult concern referrals, and this 
increased my knowledge of ASP work 
which really interested me.

Q. We often hear of child protection, 
but less of adult protection. What does 
it involve?
A. The Adult Support and Protection 
(Scotland) Act 2007 is legislation in-
troduced by the Scottish Government 
to support and protect adults who are 
more vulnerable to the risk of harm.

Q. Which adults are most at risk of 
harm?
A. Adult support and protection is 
about the most vulnerable people 
in our communities, so that may 
be people with mental ill-health, 
learning difficulties or older people, 
although it’s important to stress that 
just because people may fall into these 
categories doesn’t mean they are at 
risk. 

They may be very capable of pro-
tecting themselves and have support 
around them. 

However, there are many people who 
don’t have that support or for various 
reasons are not able to safeguard or 
protect themselves.

Q. What type of harm are they at risk 
from?
A. It can be harm of any form: emo-
tional, physical, sexual, self-neglect or 
financial. Financial harm is an issue 
that has appeared quite a lot recently, 
where people are being targeted 
through various scams, whether that 
be online, over the phone or at their 
doorstep. Furthermore, in some 
instances relatives and friends can be 
guilty of this type of harm. However, 
this can be harder to identify as peo-
ple are less likely to speak up about it 
and alienate their families.

Q. Why is adult support and protec-
tion such an important issue?
A. As a society, we all have a respon-
sibility to protect vulnerable people, 
whether they are children or adults, 
from all forms of harm and neglect.

Q. Which organisations are rep-
resented on the adult support and 
protection committee?
A. The committee is headed by an in-

dependent chair who isn’t associated 
to any organisation, and consists of 
senior figures from organisations such 
as Police Scotland, Highland Council, 
NHS Highland and Advocacy.

Q. What are the most rewarding 
elements of your role?
A. My role allows me to make a real 
difference to people’s lives, and I like to 
hear where the legislation has worked 
and people are feeling safer and living 
a more comfortable life. However, we 
need to get the word out to more people 
– to let service users, carers, families 
and professionals know that help and 
support is available.

Q. How do you switch off from the 
pressures of your job?
A. I’m married with three children, so 
I don’t have much free time. My three 
boys always need dropped off at some 
sports club, but when I’m not driving 
around I love to run. I am very lucky 
that I have a wonderful family and I’m 
able to switch off from my work.

Varied role is dedicated to protecting vulnerable adults

Christine Macleod.

The tree and its lights are staying up for the foreseeable future.

Tree dilemma is a rum doo
THE Highland Council is to 
leave its Christmas tree on 
display in the Parade, Fort Wil-
liam, due to a local pigeon tak-
ing up residence in its branches.

Council Community Services 
staff went to remove the tree 
and lights but discovered the 
‘festive fowl’ has nested and laid 
an egg.

Scottish Natural Heritage 
(SNH) advised the nest and bird 
could be evicted, but local ward 
members have taken the deci-
sion to leave it and the council 
will remove the tree once the 
pigeon has abandoned the nest.

In the meantime, the tree and 
lights will remain with the lights 
switched off and a sign will be 
erected to notify the public why 
the tree is still in place.

Councillor Thomas MacLen-
nan, chairman of Lochaber 
Committee, said: 'Although 
the pigeon is not a protected 
species, myself and fellow ward 

members, Councillors Baxter, 
Gormley and Murphy, decided 
to leave the bird in peace.

'Who knows, by next Christ-
mas there might also be Four 
Calling Birds, Three French 

Hens, Two Turtle Doves and 
a Partridge in our Christmas 
tree!'

Going nowhere: the pigeon is being allowed to sit on its egg for as long as necessary.

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Speeding motorists snared in campaign

Flu vaccinations should be as soon as possible

AN INCREASE in road 
policing between Spean Bridge 
and Roy Bridge saw a number 
of speeders snared in the area 
last month.

Fifteen fixed penalty notices 
were issued to drivers, with five 
people being reported to the 
procurator fiscal and a number 
of others receiving warnings.

Speeding between Spean 
Bridge and Roy Bridge has 
been an ongoing issue for the 
community council for some 
time but at its December meet-

ing Sergeant Andy Cooper 
reported that there had been 
‘considerable road policing 
activity in Roy Bridge’ during 
both November and December.

Inspector Donald Campbell 
commented: ‘Following recent 
concerns about speeding raised 
by residents in the Spean Bridge 
area, officers have proactively 
targeted vehicles travelling at 
excessive speeds, resulting in 15 
fixed penalties being issued and 
five individuals reported to the 
procurator fiscal.’

Inspector Campbell added 
that road safety is a top priority 
for Lochaber police. He said: 
‘Speeding and other road 
traffic offences such as drink 
driving and using a mobile 
phone behind the wheel have 
potentially fatal consequences 
for other road users and pedes-
trians.

‘Road safety remains a top 
priority for local officers and 
Police Scotland nationally, so 
our message would be: slow 
down and take care, particu-

larly in and around villages and 
during wintry weather.’

He said that police would 
continue to work with the 
community council to get the 
message across that dangerous 
driving is not acceptable in 
Lochaber. He added: ‘By 
working with community 
councils, we hope to make the 
message clear that dangerous 
and inconsiderate driving is 
not welcome in Lochaber and 
officers will take action to help 
keep our communities safe.’

PEOPLE at risk of flu are 
urged to get their flu vaccine as 
early as possible this year.

The latest uptake figures for 
Highland showed nearly half 
(44 per cent) of people who 
are at risk from flu due to an 
underlying health condition 
have taken up the offer of the 
free vaccine since the start of 
the national immunisation 
programme in October 2016.

Traditionally, the number of 
cases of flu can increase during 
January and February.

The latest uptake figures also 
highlight that just under two-
fifths (41 per cent) of pregnant 
women not in at-risk groups 
and almost three-quarters (69 
per cent) of those over the age 
of 65 in the Highlands have 
received their flu vaccination.

The flu vaccination is being 

administered by GP practices 
until the end of March 2017 
as part of a programme which 
will see more than two million 
people across Scotland offered 
the vaccination this winter.

Statistics show that over the 
past five years around 500 
deaths have occurred each win-
ter attributable or related to flu.

Dr Lorraine McKee, flu 
immunisation co-ordinator for 

NHS Highland, said: ‘If you 
have a health condition, it’s so 
important that you receive the 
vaccine as you are at higher 
risk of complications from flu.

‘Anyone who is eligible should 
make an appointment with 
their GP practice to get their 
vaccine as soon as possible. It 
doesn’t take long and provides 
protection for the rest of this 
flu season.’

After a storm, 
my Daddy makes 
sure everyone’s 
electricity is on

We’re ready for winter. 
Are you?

Get ready at ssen.co.uk

ssencommunity

0800 300 999

Keep your
phone charged 

Get our free 
Power Track App
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LAST week chemistry pupils 
from Lochaber High School 
took part in a special practical 
workshop.

Last Tuesday (January 17), 
Advanced Higher chemistry 
pupils were given the op-
portunity to take part in a 
spectroscopy workshop offering 

them hands-on experience in a 
range of chemistry techniques 
they would usually only learn at 
university.

The pupils looked at infra-red 
spectroscopy, UV spectroscopy 
and nuclear magnetic resonance 
spectroscopy.

The workshop was organised 

by Dr Hill, principal teacher of 
chemistry, and run by Hannah 
Levene, Ariana Jones and 
PhD students from Edinburgh 
University.

Head teacher Jim Sutherland 
said: ‘This helped pupils to gain 
experience of the technique by 
making up samples, using the 

spectrometers and interpreting 
the spectra results. Usually in 
schools, the technique would 
be taught on a theoretical basis 
with only reference being made 
to the equipment. This workshop 
allowed the pupils to gain expe-
rience and understanding of the 
technique on a practical basis.’

Lochaber High School pupils are pictured with Dr Hill, principal teacher of chemistry, Hannah Levene and Ariana Jones. 

Chemistry workshop is a hit with students

Kind-hearted children send ‘bags of love’ to youngsters in war zone
PRIMARY 2/3 at Lundavra Primary School is 
sending ‘bags of love’ to refugees in Syria ‘to tell 
the children they are not forgotten’.

The youngsters, with the help of teacher 
and deputy head Katrina Kelly filled 20 bags 
with goodies to send to Aleppo.

Each bag contained pencils and paper, halal 
sweets, and cuddly and outdoor toys, which many 
of the children generously donated themselves.

The pupils each wrote a little note to the Syr-
ian children which went in the bags along with 
coloured pictures.

Miss Kelly said: ‘We were quite overwhelmed 
by the response we had. We were hoping and 
expecting to gather enough donations to make 
up five bags but we ended up with 20 and we also 
had things left over which we donated to local 
charity shops.

‘The class as a whole decided that they would 
do something for the Syrian refugees. The 
children do enterprise and social enterprise 
projects in which they made and sold things at 
our Christmas fair to raise money, but it was 
important to give something back.’

Miss Kelly added: ‘I found information about 
the Bags of Love project on Facebook from 
UK Action for Refugees. The money we made 

selling things at the Christmas fair was used for 
buying sweets, which had to be halal. As you can 
imagine, it’s not easy to find halal sweets in Fort 
William, so we had to order them online.’

The class is still trying to find a local courier 
willing to collect the bags, which need to be 
sent to Cornwall before being distributed to the 
Syrian children, the cost of which will be covered 
by the money raised by the children as well.

The children are trying to � nd a local courier to take their donations to the collection point.

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Community members eager 
to demonstrate people power
PLANS for a new association 
with the ambition of enhancing 
social, economic and aesthetic 
aspects of village life are begin-
ning to take shape.

The purpose of the Nether 
Lochaber Community Associ-
ation would be to take on ‘more 
tangible active projects’ within 
the community - for example, 
the community garden scheme, 
historical projects and to improve 
boards along the multi-use park.

Iain Jenner is one of the brains 

behind the movement and said 
the aim is also to help Ballachu-
lish become better connected to 
itself.

He added: ‘Before the A82 
was built alongside us, Bal-
lachulish was known for its 
agriculture and crofting. It was 
a holiday resort which boasted 
idyllic strip fields. In the 1900s, 
the area was booming and had a 
real sense of pride. We want to 
get back to that.’

The idea for the association 
was floated at the memory 
weekend held in Lochaber 
Village Hall (see page six for 

report). Building on the positive 
reaction, a meeting was held 
last Thursday night (January 
19) to discuss a way forward.

Mr Jenner said: ‘Voluntary 
Action Lochaber came along and 
gave us some advice on eligibility 
for achieving charitable status. 
The legalities and structure 
of a SCIO [Scottish Charity 
Incorporated Organisation] and 
requirements for running such a 
new group, in terms of meetings, 
membership, and committee 
posts were all discussed.

‘There are now seven people 
who are willing to stand as 

board members for the new 
association and a further 30 to 
40 who showed their support.’

Mr Jenner told The Oban 
Times that Nether Lochaber 
Community Council (NLCC) 
came up with the suggestion 
of the new association and if 
successful, the two would still 
be intertwined.

He added: ‘In direct relation to 
this, NLCC is hoping that agree-
ments with the Forestry Com-
mission regarding the transfer 
of old buildings at Inchree to the 
community as assets, and with 
Lochaber Housing Association, 

to release their land holdings at 
Inchree for community agricul-
tural and horticultural use, will 
be coming to fruition at the end 
of this month.

‘If all goes according to plan, 
there will be a huge range of 
potential activities for com-
munity association members 
to involve themselves in, as of 
next spring, so we want people 
to keep spreading the word and 
encourage others to sign up.’

Mr Jenner explained now the 
group has the relevant forms, 
once submitted the application 
process can take around six to 

eight weeks. He added: ‘In the 
meantime, we hope the com-
munity council might be able to 
help us with a start-up fund.

‘We can show willing by per-
haps painting the community 
council benches, or tidying up 
some of the planters.

‘It would be nice to strike 
while the iron is hot – even by 
achieving some little jobs, it will 
boost morale and show that we 
are keen to get on.’

For more information and to 
show your support, find Nether 
Lochaber Community Council 
on Facebook.

Hospital 
receives 
positive 
report
THE Healthcare Environment 
Inspectorate (HEI) has today 
(January 18) published its report 
into an unannounced inspection 
visit to Belford Hospital in Fort 
William.

The positive report has high-
lighted a number of areas of 
good practice within the hospital 
and has been welcomed by NHS 
Highland.

Alison Hudson, lead nurse for 
North and West Highland, is 
delighted that the hard work put 
in by all staff across the hospital 
has been reflected in the report.

She said: ‘The inspection team 
found that the hospital was clean 
and well maintained, and staff 
were able to demonstrate their 
knowledge on a number of in-
fection control precautions and 
procedures.

‘Communication between 
ourselves and our patients was 
commended, with patients tell-
ing the inspection team that they 
were well informed about their 
care and infection control pre-
cautions. There was also good 
engagement shown between 
different staff groups.’

Anne Boyd-Mackay, rural 
general hospital manager, also 
commended the hard work 
and commitment of all staff to 
achieve such a positive inspec-
tion report.

The inspection also resulted 
in one requirement and one rec-
ommendation. Work has already 
begun on the areas identified.

Ms Boyd-Mackay added: 
‘We have been trialling new 
documentation which will allow 
us to show evidence of com-
munication with patients and 
relatives and we have looked at 
the authorisation process for 
ordering with a new method 
currently being tested.’

The recommendation is to use 
storage boxes purchased to hold 
patients’ toiletries. Prior to the 
purchase of these boxes, hospital 
services staff found it difficult 
to clean bed spaces due to the 
amount of belongings longer-
term patients have with them in 
hospital.

Staff were keen not to deprive 
patients of having what they feel 
is important to them. The matter 
was raised with infection con-
trol, and an agreement was made 
to purchase plastic boxes with 
lids that are lightweight, easily 
cleaned and coloured red for pa-
tients with cognitive impairment 
or sight problems. These were 
purchased from Amazon.

The boxes are able to be decon-
taminated and are user friendly. 
They are cleaned weekly.

Mental health staff given specialist training
MENTAL health professionals 
from across NHS Highland will 
attended specialist training this 
week.

The Decider skills training 
package was developed by cog-

nitive behavioural therapists to 
improve communication about 
emotions and self-management 
between patients, family and 
staff.

Cognitive behavioural thera-

pists Michelle Ayres and Carol 
Vivyan, who developed the 
programme, spent a week in 
Inverness with more than 250 
staff and volunteers.

NHS Highland’s community 

mental health services manager, 
Michael Perera, said: ‘We were 
delighted to welcome the train-
ers to NHS Highland, and the 
staff who attended gained a lot 
from the week.’

& we’ll control your budget

Stretch your 
imagination

Limitless possibilities for an 
extra room on your home

1 Longman Drive, 
Inverness IV1 1SU 

Tel: 01463 
238000 

Tyock Industrial Est, 
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545315

6-8 High Street, 
Thurso KW14 8AG  

Tel: 01847 
894956

Email: info@cairngormgroup.co.uk | www.cairngormgroup.co.uk
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Strontian

Lochaber

Western Isles

Minister confi rms visit to Isles
WESTERN Isles MP An-
gus MacNeil met Secretary 
of State for Business, Ener-
gy and Industrial Strategy 
(BEIS) Greg Clark last 
week to press the case for 
vital UK government sup-
port for island renewables.

At the meeting in 
Westminster, Mr MacNeil 
discussed the specific 
challenges facing island 
renewables with Mr 
Clark and parliamentary 
under-secretary for BEIS 
Jesse Norman.

He also gave his input to 
the consultation on future 
UK government support 

for remote island wind 
projects.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘It was a 
productive and interesting 
exploratory meeting. Both 

Greg Clark and Jesse 
Norman showed interest in 
aspects of renewables in the 
islands, particularly with 
Mr Clark planning a visit 
in late February or early 
March to discuss the way 
forward and possibilities.

‘Obviously with the 
consultation ongoing the 
ministers have to remain 
tight-lipped at the moment 
and it is difficult to say what 
the outcome will be, but 
with the secretary of state 
planning to visit the islands, 
it will at least give interest-
ed parties an opportunity 
to state their case.’

Mr MacNeil and Na h-Ei-
leanan an Iar MSP Alasdair 
Allan discussed the situation 
with representatives from 
island community energy 
groups on Monday ahead of 
the Westminster meeting.

The UK government’s 
consultation on whether 
remote island wind projects 
should be subsidised in fu-
ture is open for submissions 
until January 31.

The UK government has 
already decided to end 
onshore wind subsidies but 
is considering whether re-
mote island projects should 
be treated differently.

Angus MacNeil.

Pupils from Acharacle Primary School could do with a bit of 
help to complete their water bottle greenhouse project. 

Emma MacFatridge, Ashleigh Carson and Dani Taylor with a cheque for Social Bite

Students show social responsibility
S O C I A L LY- M I N DE D 
students have opted to 
support a business driven 
by community values rather 
than profits.

Before Christmas, pupils 
from Kinlochleven High 
School decided to raise 
money for Social Bite, a 
sandwich shop with a dif-
ference.

No matter how big Social 
Bite grows, no individual 
will ever get rich from the 

business. After staff are paid 
and costs are covered, every 
penny of profit is put towards 
tackling social problems.

The Edinburgh-based 
outfit’s ambition is to grow 
into a large chain of sand-
wich shops competing with 
all of the big brands.

Head teacher Rebecca 
Machin said the youngsters 
related to Social Bite’s 
business ethos as it is based 
on a similar model to the 

school’s Kinlochlovin’ 
enterprise, so they decided 
to donate £123.50 raised at 
a haunted house event in 
the school and a dress down 
day to the cause.

She added: ‘Our pupils 
were really taken by the 
idea that £5 would provide 
a Christmas dinner for 
a homeless person in 
Scotland. As always, our 
young people have done us 
proud. They raised enough 

for nearly 25 dinners and 
hopefully made 25 people 
feel a little bit more cared 
for on Christmas Day.’

Zoe Cuthbert, from So-
cial Bite, wrote to thank the 
school for its participation 
in the Schools for Social 
Bite campaign and said: 
‘We couldn’t have done 
this without your support. 
Please pass on a massive 
thank you to the pupils for 
all their hard work.’

Kinlochleven

Spean Bridge

Glengarry

THE Smiddy House in 
Spean Bridge has been 
awarded two AA rosettes 
for culinary excellence for 
the 11th year running.

Owners Robert Bryson 
and Glen Russell have also 
maintained their four-star 
gold status with both the 
AA and VisitScotland for 
their accommodation.

The AA awards rosettes 
for consistency, precision in 

cooking and also quality of 
ingredients, and they only 
consider around 10 per cent 
of restaurants nationwide 
to be of a high enough 
quality to be deserving of 
one rosette or above.

The couple have been 
running the restaurant 
and accommodation since 
2003 and Mr Russell 
attributes their successful 
maintenance of such high 

standards down to hard 
work.

He said: ‘It shows 
commitment and it’s very 
important that we have 
maintained consistency 
over the past 11 years.

‘We support local busi-
nesses as much as possible 
and this is reflected in our 
menus.

‘Using the skill in the 
kitchen, we try to showcase 

seasonality and the menu is 
regularly reviewed.

‘The award demonstrates 
our technical ability in the 
preparation and delivery of 
local produce.’

He added: ‘We are obvi-
ously delighted to be able to 
continue and be consistent in 
delivering a quality product.

‘We are one of only a few 
establishments in Lochaber 
that have two rosettes.’

A LOCHABER commu-
nity has said it is pleased 
to see the completion of six 
new homes in the area.

The Highlands Small 
Communities Housing 
Trust (HSCHT) announced 
last Thursday January 19 
that six new properties 
in Strontian have now been 
built alongside a serviced 
plot for a self-build home.

And now occupants of the 
new properties, situated 
beside the high school in 
Strontian, are gearing up to 
move in.

Sunart Community Coun-
cil said: ‘Three of the prop-
erties are for social rent 
with Lochaber Housing 
Association, and the other 

three being for rent to buy. 
Sunart Community Council 
is also pleased to see that 
all of the properties have 
been allocated to people in 
need of housing in the local 
area.’

Kilchoan, Lochyside and 
Mallaig are now also set 
to benefit from ambitious 
development plans between 
HSCHT and the Lochaber 
Housing Association 
(LHA), which will see 40 
new homes a year built in 
Lochaber.

In Kilchoan three new 
homes are now available 
for social rent, while Lochy-
side, Fort William, has ben-
efited from 10 additional 
properties.

ACHARACLE Primary 
School is collecting plastic 
bottles in its latest effort to 
go green.

The school is trying to 
build a greenhouse but 
needs a little bit of help 
in collecting the two-litre 
bottles required for the eco 
friendly structure.

Lindsay Bradley, who 
is associated schools head 
teacher of Acharacle, 
Ardgour and Kilchoan 
primaries, said the project 
is being overseen by a 
volunteer parent who runs 
Acharachle’s eco commit-
tee and the school’s janitor.

Lochaber Environmental 
Group (LEG) went to the 

school to start the project 
and plans to return when it 
is coming to a close.

The eco committee said: 
‘We need your help. At 
the end of last summer we 
started building our plastic 
bottle greenhouse.

‘The LEG team is coming 
back to school to help us get 
this finished.

We would like to do this in 
time for spring planting.

‘But we need lots and 
lots of two-litre plastic 
bottles. If you can send 
your bottles to the school, 
that would be great. If you 
are unable to drop bottles 
in to the school and need us 
to pick them up, call us.’

GLENGARRY Communi-
ty Council met on Decem-
ber 5, 2016. 

Items discussed at the 
meeting included the fol-
lowing...

The Highland Council 
indicated to the community 
council that the cemetery 
paths had been cleaned 
up and were ready for new 
chips to be laid. However, 
on inspection by some of 
the CC members, along 
with the local contractor, it 
was noted that the edging 

on the paths and in the 
car park have not been 
renewed. The CC said that 
chips cannot be brought 
in until all of this work is 
finished. The secretary is 
to contact the council and 
point this out.

The CC has received an 
estimate for railings at the 
war memorial and will now 
apply to the Glengarry 
Trust for financial help.

Meetings are on the first 
Monday of every month in 
the village hall.

COMMUNITY members 
took a walk down memory 
lane in a special event held 
in Lochaber Village Hall

Nether Lochaber Com-
munity Council hosted a 
memories weekend allow-
ing folk to reminisce how 
the area used to be and how 
it has changed through the 
past century.

The event, which took 
place in the village hall 
on January 14 and 15, and 
included a rolling slideshow 
and prints of photos, maps 
of the village, history of the 
area, as well as information 

about new projects, was de-
scribed as a great success.

Iain Jenner said: ‘On 
behalf of NLCC, I would 
like to thank the many 
residents who came to visit 
our memories weekend on 
January 14 and 15 at Nether 
Lochaber Village Hall, and 
made the event such an 
enjoyable success.

‘In addition, thanks must 
go to Jennifer Jarl, Stewart 
Livingston and Lisa Glaze 
for setting up the exhibition 
itself; to Elaine Cameron 
and JJ for the ample supply 
of home-baking; and to 

JJ, LG and others who 
volunteered their time to 
serve tea and coffee, and 
guide visitors around the 
information tables.

‘So enthusiastic was the 
reception for our memories 
weekend slideshow and ex-
hibits that an online archive 
is to be set up in order to 
have a permanent record 
of historic photographs and 
documents, which residents 
and friends can access and 
contribute to. As soon as 
this is available, a link will 
be posted on the NLCC’s 
Facebook page.’

MORVERN
lines
Lament  for an old deer-hunter 
gored to death by antlered stag
WHAT Cairn Toul is to the Cairngorms, Sgurr 
Dhomhnuill is to Lochaber. 

At just under 3,000ft, this conspicuous peak lies be-
tween Strontian and Ardgour and, although it lacks the 
crags and precipices of lofty Ben Nevis, 17 miles to the 
east, it is one of the grandest mountains in Scotland.

Its Gaelic name means ‘Donald’s Rocky Peak’ and is 
named in honour of Donald Maclean, the first Chief of 
Ardgour who was killed by a stag when hunting in its 
foothills more than 600 years ago. Donald was the nat-
ural son of Lachlan Maclean of Duart and Margaret 
Maclean of Kingairloch.

The story of how he and his henchmen, the Boyds, 
invaded Ardgour in 1410 is well told by the late Sir 
Fitzroy Maclean in his wonderful book, West Highland 
Tales. From this source we know that Donald was of-
fered a charter of Ardgour, Kingairloch and the island 
of Carna by the Lord of the Isles at Ardtornish Castle, 
Loch Aline, if he repatriated a family of MacMasters 
who had settled there sometime previously.

Donald married the girl next door who was a daugh-
ter of Cameron of Lochiel. He loved hunting deer and 
foxes in the surrounding glens and for this became 
known in Gaelic as ‘Dhomhnuill na Sealgair’, Donald 
the Hunter. His son Ewen must have been a renowned 
archer as he was called ‘Ewen of the Feathers’, in 
reference to the flights of the arrows.

Long ago deer were not stalked and shot with rifles 
as they are today. Instead they were driven into turf 
and stone enclosures called,’Tigh n Sealg’, literally, 
‘hunting houses, where they were slaughtered by the 
waiting chief and his guests using dirks, arrows and 
spears. According to tradition, it was on one such 
occasion, high in Glen Scaddle on the eastern slopes of 
Sgurr Dhomhnuill, that Donald was fatally wounded. 
The details are unknown but it is likely that he slipped 
and was gored by an antlered stag. 

He was laid to rest in the ancient graveyard of St 
Modan’s Church at the foot of Beinn na Cille where 
his descendants are still buried and such was his popu-
larity, his name was given to the hill on which he died.

Sometime in the early 1880s the song-writer Harold 
Boulton (1859-1935), who gave the world the famous 
Jacobite song, Over the Sea to Skye, passed through 
Ardgour and heard an old Gaelic poem about Donald 
the Hunter. So taken was he by the legend that he 
translated it into English and included it in his Songs 
of the North, calling it The Lament for the Maclean of 
Ardgour. 

The present chief, who is 18th in direct line from 
Donald the Hunter, still lives there surrounded by 
numerous members of the Boyd clan.

The old chief has left the high ground to the whipper-
snappers and has replaced his rifle, knife and deer 
hound with a labrador, a trusty stick and a pair of 
binoculars. Although he still takes an interest in the 
pleasures of his ancestor through the stalking adven-
tures of his siblings, his sporting and natural history 
activities are confined now to some sedate pheasant 
shooting on the stubble-fields of Moray, hunting foxes 
in the Kingairloch woods, or adder-watching at the 
foot of Glen Gour.

‘Wail loudly ye women, your coronach doleful, lament 
him ye pipers, tread solemn and slow; mown down like 
a flower is the chief of Ardgour, and the hearts of the 
clansmen are weary with woe. 

‘In peacetime, he ruled like a father amongst us, un-
conquered in battle was the blade that he bore, but the 
chase was the glory and pride of his manhood, strong 
Donald the Hunter, Macgillian More (The son of the 
Big Maclean).

‘Low down by yon burn that’s half hidden with 
heather he lurked like a lion in the lair he knew well; 
’twas there sobbed the red deer to feel his keen dagger, 
their pierced by his arrow the cailzie-cock fell. How 
oft when at e’ven he would watch for the wild fowl, like 
lightening his coracle sped from the shore; but still, 
and for aye, as we cross the lone lochan, is Donald the 
Hunter, Macgillian More.

‘Once more let his war-cry resound in the mountains, 
MacDonalds shall hear it in eerie Glencoe, its echoes 
shall float o’er the Braes of Lochaber, till Stewarts in 
Appin that slogan shall know; and borne to the waters 
beyond the Loch Linnhe, ’twixt Morvern and Mull 
where the tide eddies roar, Macgillians shall hear it 
and mourn for their kinsmen, for Donald the Hunter, 
Macgillian More.

‘Then here let him rest in the lap of Sgurr Dhomh-
nuill, the wind for his watcher, the mist for his shroud, 
where the green and the grey moss will weave their 
wild tartans, a covering meet for a chieftain so proud. 
For, as free as the eagle, these rocks were his eyrie, and 
free as the eagle his spirits shall soar, o’er the crags and 
the corries that erst knew the footfall of Donald the 
Hunter, Macgillian More’.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

The 18th chief of the Macleans of Ardgour.
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Social media

As we report today, there is a genuine issue of con-
cern building over the provision of ambulance 
services in the north-west, including the Skye 

and Fort William areas.
The trade union Unite is up in arms over emergency 

ambulances from the West Highlands being used 
routinely for long-distance patient transfer journeys to 
Raigmore Hospital in Inverness.

Furthermore, the Unite regional officer, Richard 
Whyte, says members of his union working for the 
Scottish Ambulance Service are sometimes called out 
while they are sleeping after 12-hour shifts. Mr Whyte 

says, unsurprisingly, that this kind of working practice is 
causing fatigue and low morale.

For its part, the Scottish Ambulance Service has 
responded by saying it has recruited 12 additional staff 
members since April last year as part of a £5 million 
additional investment programme.

Its spokesperson added that the service is ‘aware of the 
pressures’ and is ‘working on this with NHS Highland’.

The ambulance crews across the area – and all over the 
country – perform a life-saving service on a round-the-
clock daily basis and do a marvellous job. They deserve 
better.

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

Our report last week that Argyll and 
Bute roads are o�  cially the worst 
in Scotland drove many people to 
comment on The Oban Times Face-
book page.
Rory Brian Craig complained: ‘The 
roads are horrendous i have popped 
2 tires and bent one of my alloys all 
within the last 3 months! i really don’t 
see why we even pay road tax!’
Hannah Karpinski o� ered: ‘Argyll 
square and tra�  c lights at High School 
junction says it all.’
Samantha Leiper blasted: ‘You havnt 
seen the single track road from cladich 

to ford then its pothole century down 
here its literally most of the road that’s 
potholes or falling away and its used 
for businesses as well
James Maclean said: ‘Road needs tar 
done from soroba waterworks right to 
north argyll house.’
Gemma MacLennan wrote: ‘Pretty 
bad! Around the lights coming out of 
Tesco. Surprised I don’t have a punc-
ture yet from the pot holes and not to 
mention the damage it must be doing 
to the car.’
Andy Jones posted: ‘I was on holiday 
in South Africa last January and some 

of the dirt roads had better surfaces 
than the main road through Oban, 
especially the bit by the tra�  c light at 
Oban High school.’
James Muir commented: ‘It’s getting 
hard to think where there’s a descent 
bit Road without potholes anywhere in 
Scotland.
Ashley Strang said simply: ‘They are 
an embarrassment.’
Laura Monsalve Rossi wrote: ‘3 punc-
tured tires since Christmas!!!! I had to 
buy 2 new tires.’ 
Mel Hayes quipped: ‘You’ve clearly 
never been to Caithness.’

AN-DÈ AGUS THAR LÀITHEAN 
gach taobh dheth, tha daoine air 
feadh an t-saoghail air a  bhith a’ 
cuimhneachadh air a’ bhàrd ainmeil 
Albannach Raibeart Burns agus chan 
eil teagamh nach e an t-urram as 
àirde a gheibh bàrd sam bith gum bi 
a chuid sgrìobhaidhean gan seinn ‘s 
gan aithris ceudan bhliadhnaichean 
an dèidh a bhàis. 

Ghlèidh an t-alt a bh’ aig Burns air 
faclan a shnìomh ri chèile a dh’innse 
sgeul neo a chur fhaireachaidhean an 
cèill aire agus meas luchd-leughaidh is 
èisteachd, co-dhiù a bha e a’ stialladh 
air cealgaireachd neo a’ bòideachadh 
gaol air boireannach. 

Rugadh agus thogadh Burns ann 
an dachaigh nach robh air chor sam 
bith saidhbhir agus dh’fhàg sin gun 
robh, agus gum bheil gu ìre fhathast, 
mòr-shluagh feadh an t-saoghail gam 
faicinn fhèin co-ionann ris agus a’ tu-
igsinn is a’ creidsinn na chuid dòchais 
agus fheallsanachd air còraichean 
mhac an duine. 

Sin a dh’fhàg leithid Auld Lang Syne 
agus A Man’s a Man for A’ That cho 
aithnichte, agus ‘s dòcha gum bheil 
seo cuideachd na chomharradh air 

creideas ann am poilitigs na làimhe 
clì feadh an t-saoghail.

Cha b’ urrainn dhomh gun a bhith 
a’ smaoineachadh mu na rudan sin is 
mi ag èisteachd ri Domhnall Trump 
ag òraid is e dìreach an dèidh a bhòid-
ean a ghabhail mar Cheann-suidhe 
Ameireagaidh. 

Ged a tha poilitigs Trump dainge-
ann chun na làimhe deise, cha mhòr 
nach robh cuid de na geallaidhean 
aige mu chumhachd a thilleadh chun 
mhòr-shluagh, agus nach d’ rachadh 
duine a dhìochuimhneachadh tuil-
leadh, nas coltaiche ri feallsanachd na 
taoibh clì. 

Ach cha robh fianais sam bith air 
làmh a’ chàirdeis a shìneadh chun 
an t-sluaigh mhòir nach tug taic dha 
chuid iomairt; cha robh iomradh air 
drochaidean a thogail am measg an 
t-sluaigh gus daoine a thoirt ri chèile. 

Cha b’ iongnadh ged a bhiodh 
mòran amharasach gur e tuilleadh 
sgaraidh a thig às an fheallsanachd 
aig a’ Cheann-suidhe ùr seo, gun 
ghuth air a’ chunnart gum fàg a chuid 
nàiseantachd Ameireagaidh agus 
dùthchannan eile an t-saoghail a’ fàs 
nas fhaide bho chèile agus ri linn 

sin, bruadar Burns air bràithreachas 
eadar-nàiseanta agus sìth fiù ‘s nas 
dorra ruigheachd air.

Feumar cothrom a thoirt dha Trump 
a chuid sgilean stiùiridh poilitigeach 
agus dioplòmasach a dhearbhadh 
le gnìomh agus nach bu mhath gun 
sealladh a chuid obrach gun robh a 
h-uile dragh agus teagamh a tha gan 
nochdadh gun stèidh. 

Ach a rèir coltais tha an dùbhlan sin 
roimhe ‘s dòcha gu ìre ‘s nach robh aig 
Ceann-suidhe a bh’ air Ameireagaidh 
fad iomadh bliadhna is na ceudan 
mhìltean feadh an t-saoghail, agus 
boireannaich gu sònraichte, a’ togail 
fianais an aghaidh na chunnacas gu 
ruige seo de chuid fheallsanachd.

AS ROBERT BURNS’ memory was 
being marked worldwide yesterday 
many will have been nervously con-
scious of how little interest the 45th 
US president has so far shown in 
uniting his country’s people, let alone 
sharing the Bard’s toast: ‘The whole 
of humankind!’

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

The power of song
THE double-edged sword of being 
born into an ethnic group whose 
future existence hangs in the balance 
gives emotional pendulum swings 
peculiar to that position.

Along with the dark moments of 
anger, frustration, guilt, sadness, bit-
terness and helplessness are equally 
affecting flashes of pride, connec-
tion, hope, harmony and a powerful 
sense of privilege in belonging to 
something rich and unique.

Last Sunday night’s concert in 
the Strathclyde Suite of the Glas-
gow Royal Concert Hall provided the 
foundation for a pronounced swing of 
the pendulum to the positive end of 
that vast scale.

Tiree Song Book was the title of this 
Celtic Connections concert, which 
was supported by the Tiree Asso-
ciation and directed by Mary Ann 
Kennedy. First performed in May 
last year at the Tiree Homecoming, 
it featured songs and tunes linked to 
Tiree and performed by singers and 
musicians from the island as well as 
more widely-known artists from 
across the country.

The responsive joy and goodwill em-
anating from the crowd brought the 
room alive and the comments after-
wards were those of an audience awed 
by the depth of musical tradition.

The concert was a well-crafted 

showcase of the island’s rich Bardic 
culture brought together seamlessly 
with contemporary tunes and 
songs. There were many figures of 
the past whose presence could be felt 
and the strength of the pride we know 
they would feel was as much part of 
the atmosphere as the cheering and 
clapping of the audience.

Mary Ann Kennedy’s father, Alas-
dair, had his hand on her shoulder 
by the piano. As John Campbell led 
the pipers, his father, Lachie Beag, 
was tuning his drones. As com-
munications master and author 
Alastair Campbell sounded his pipes, 

his brother, Donald, was giving him a 
mouthful for a late strike in.

Murdina MacLean’s clear, beautiful 
voice lit the hearts of her parents, 
Rose and Murdoch MacDonald. 
As Donald Iain Brown introduced the 
performers his parents, Annie and 
Lachie, were beaming at having three 
of their sons on the stage.

As Gordon Rowan set the 
pipe chanters, his uncle, Kenny Mac-
Donald, was telling him to watch the 
high Gs. As Anne and Finlay John-
stone played Am Falbh Thu Leam, their 
father and grandfather respectively, 
Alasdair Sinclair, was singing along 
with a wide grin and a glint in his eye.

As Daniel from Skerryvore took to 
the stage his father, Danny Gillespie, 
gave his shoulder a strong and warm 
squeeze.

And, during the highlight of the 
night for myself and for many, when 
Bernard Smith, backed on accordion 
by his son, Ian, sang Lag Nan Cru-
achan, I could feel my father, Eachann 
Mòr, standing beside me filled with 
pride listening to Bernie singing that 
song which he had sung for him so 
many times before.

As he always did, Bernie nailed it, 
and all the performers and the entire 
audience – in imagination, in spirit 
and in person – filled the hall with 
as collectively positive an energy as I 
have ever felt in one room.

There is power in song.

An open letter to the 
transport minister
Sir,
I write on behalf of myself, the 
directors and business members of 
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce 
to express our continued, and very 
serious, concerns about the published 
summer timetable from CalMac.

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce is 
appealing for an urgent economic im-
pact analysis to be carried out before 
further harm is caused to the region. 
There are clear indicators of the 
adverse affect on business revenue, 
business profits and jobs from the 
downgraded 2016 CalMac service.

Public concerns about the Mal-
laig-Armadale ferry service are 
genuine and have been repeatedly 
voiced. At our meeting on October 
31, 2016, you personally promised 
that you would not allow the service 
to be as poor as it was in 2016 again 
in 2017.  Yet no evidence has been 
produced to restore confidence 
over business survival and jobs. The 
predicted level of CalMac cancella-
tions is highly likely to cause the same 
traveller anger and circumnavigation 
and lower income for the area as in 
2016.

Douglas Ellies, ferries contract 
manager, advised the Chamber of 
Commerce that Transport Scotland 
would be ‘appointing a new director 
of community and stakeholder 
engagement post and a communities 
board to better involve communities 
in investment and service decisions’.

We hope this appointment is a top 
priority and, if an appointment has al-
ready been made, would want to know 
who the new director is and what his 
plans are to address the scandalous 
absence of stakeholder engagement in 
service decisions affecting Lochaber.

We remain positive that a workable 
solution can be found and will con-
tinue to press for the MV Coruisk 
or a vessel of similar specification to 
be deployed to the most  iconic, and 
fifth most popular water crossing in 
Scotland.

Lesley Benfi eld,
Chief executive offi cer, 
Lochaber Chamber of Commerce.

We should all be 
concerned for hospital
Sir,
It was comforting to see a good attend-
ance at Oban Community Council pub-
lic meeting held in the Corran Halls on 
Friday January 13 to discuss upcoming 
changes to the Oban hospital. For once, 
the infamous Oban apathy lost.

I have to say that I expected a 
pretty heated discussion regarding 
a very serious concern which affects 
everybody, but that didn’t transpire. 
Apart from some salient points on 
the failings of the local health service, 
most of the public who spoke had 
nothing but praise for various parts 
of the service they have experienced, 
and rightly so, but raised very few 
deep questions, while some of George 
Berry’s concerns went noticeably 
unanswered.

What the public was treated to 

though was a display by two of the 
three health professionals pres-
ent who spouted the biggest load of 
accountant-speak cow-dung that I 
have heard in a long time.

It was a total PR exercise in trying to 
alleviate the plebiscite.

I think everyone knows that the 
NHS is badly broken and that things 
will change, and I have no doubt that 
Oban’s Lorn and Islands Hospital 
will remain open because it is needed 
by a large and growing population. 
But what form it will be in future re-
mains to be seen, so I would advise 
folks to take out health insurance if 
you don’t have any already. You have 
been warned.

Praise to chairwoman Marri Malloy 
and the community council for ar-
ranging the meeting and I’m sure that 
there will be others soon.

Martin Macintyre,
Cruachan Cottages, Taynuilt.

Highlands could lead 
in health care

Sir,
It’s sad that the Highland health 

board’s excellent clinical diagnostic 
skills do not extend to its administra-
tors.

The board could save millions on 
unnecessary bits of paper simply by 
switching to the IT systems currently 
used by the Army Medical Corp at 
Fort George. Indeed, Fort George’s 
expertise could be used to help NHS 
Scotland save a billion just by better 
records management and emailing 
appointments directly to patients or 
their  families.

The Inverness people must under-
stand that one in 10 hospital beds 
is blocked by patients who do not 
require sophisticated help but there 
is no social care available. Emptying 
Glasgow beds to a ‘step down’ local 
unit such as Oban would reduce wait-
ing times and save cash.

Rather than delaying things for yet 
another 10 or 20 years, NHS directors 
must allocate resources to both cut 
costs and improve patient care — a 
win for everyone and the Highlands 
could be the leading healthcare area 
in Scotland very quickly.

Mike Foster,
Sannox, 
Crannaig a Mhinister, Oban.

SNP cannot be trusted 
on health service
Sir,
The SNP is spending nearly £80 mil-
lion a year using private hospitals for 
the NHS. This is despite assurances 
the spending would drop, and re-
peated rhetoric criticising the private 
healthcare industry.

It shows the SNP is incapable of 
running the NHS and, while the 
independent sector is valuable, the 
Scottish Government should at least 
admit as much.

It has also emerged that the Scottish 
Government will be three years late 
in delivering four trauma centres and 
it has become increasingly apparent 

that the SNP has no idea what the pro-
ject will even end up costing. This is 
the latest blow for the scheme, which 
was meant to be up-and-running last 
year.

This truly shows the chaos of the 
project, and the SNP’s mishandling 
of the NHS more widely. Once again 
we are shown that the SNP can’t be 
trusted with our NHS.

Alastair Redman,
Islay.

Worrying discovery 
in water culvert 
Sir,
My weekly litter collection between 
Spean Bridge and Unachan cross-
roads occasionally comes up with 
some surprises, as it is usually take-
away food packaging, empty energy 
drinks and beer cans, plastic bottles 
and cigarette packets.

But my collection on Saturday was 
rather disturbing when I found a 
tightly tape-wrapped blue polythene 
bag containing used engine oil, which 
was dumped in a water-filled ditch by 
a lay-by at the above crossroads.

The bag was very heavy and slightly 
leaking when it was removed.

I can’t imagine what kind of person 
goes to the trouble of doing this when 
used oil can be taken to the recycling 
centre in Fort William. The oil 
would have probably gone unnoticed, 
flowing into a culvert then open 
watercourse feeding the River Spean.

Something else unusual was the 
number of heavy duty protective 
gloves, mostly of the same make, all 
found on the grass verge within a 
space of a few metres. I’m sure the 
owners of these gloves could be found 
using DNA fingerprinting. And would 
they be discarded knowing the dam-
age they could cause to grass-cutting 
machinery?

Is it just laziness, a lack of knowl-
edge, or both?

A Robinson,
Spean Bridge.

Holocaust Memorial 
Day remains vital
Sir,
The theme for this year’s Holocaust 
Memorial Day tomorrow (Friday 
January 27 ) is ‘How can life go on?’, 
raising challenging questions for 
individuals, communities and nations 
in the aftermath of the Holocaust and 
subsequent genocides.

Every January, when we listen to the 
testimony of survivors, we don’t just 
learn a little more about the darkest 
chapters of human history, we are 
also reminded of where hatred and 
bigotry can lead if left unchallenged 
and unchecked.

Today, that lesson is more important 
than ever, which is why I urge you 
to attend the human rights and hate 
crime seminar at the Western Isles 
Hospital in Stornoway (http://hmd.
org.uk/events/find/Scotland#sthash.
fSoSCKrZ.dpuf).

Olivia Marks-Woldman,
Chief executive,
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust.

Two of the Oban Times sta�  were tasked with reminding readers it was time to turn the clocks back. Elaine Black and 
Carolyn Buchanan, right, are the sta�  members who were given the task of highlighting the time change. Carolyn is 

still a popular member of the sta�  at the newspaper.

Mary Ann Kennedy directed the very 
moving Tiree Song Book concert.
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LINKEDIN FOR BUSINESS
Want to boost your business with LinkedIn? We’ll take you beyond
networking by showing you how it can market your products and promote
your brand.
Wed 8th February 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Campbeltown
Wed 1st March 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray

DIGITAL MARKETING STRATEGY
Learn the practical steps necessary to develop a digital marketing strategy.
Tue 28th February 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray

PAID FOR ONLINE ADVERTISING
Ideal for those who have experience of paid for advertising and have a
digital marketing strategy in place, but wish to increase its effectiveness to
attract and retain customers.
Wed 8th February 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Campbeltown
Tue 28th February 2017 from 1.30 - 4.30pm, Inveraray

PRODUCING ENGAGING ONLINE CONTENT
Producing quality content is an excellent way of helping customers
develop a meaningful relationship with your brand, and ultimately
boosting sales. Learn to understand, source and measure content.
Wed 1st March 2017 from 9.30am - 12.30pm, Inveraray

To book a place please contact the Business Gateway team.

DigitalBoost is run in conjunction with Business Gateway and
partners to offer you fully funded workshops, advice and support.

01546 808363
argyll&bute@bgateway.com
visit www.bgateway.com/digitalboost

Business Workshops

Scottish 
Calendars 2017

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW

Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with our selection of 
stunning calendars. To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO:

 Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

www.facebook.com/obantimes

TIMESLINE

SAMS will lead 
Arctic project

Mull road closed 
for a fortnight

Views sought on 
Gaelic funding

DUNBEG-BASED Scottish Associ-
ation for Marine Science (SAMS) 
is set to lead the UK’s Arctic 
research over the next � ve years 
through major projects worth 
more than £5million. SAMS won 
two of four major research grants 
in the Natural Environment 
Research Council’s (NERC) £10 
million Changing Arctic Ocean 
programme. SAMS researchers 
are also involved in the other two 
projects. Full story, page seven.

ARGYLL and Bute Council has 
been successful in securing 
Scottish Government funding-
to help ‘strengthen and grow 
Gaelic’ across the area. 

Communities can now help 
decide how £15,000 could be 
used. Ideas  can be posted 
and discussed at  https://ar-
gyll-bute.yrpri.org/group/894 
until March 6.

THE B8035 on Mull was closed 
on Monday at Knock Farm near 
Gruline to allow urgent repairs to 
Knock Bridge over the River Ba.

The road will be closed for two 
weeks and Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil hopes to complete the works 
within that period but warned it 
may take longer depending on 
what the workers � nd.

Meanwhile, there is an alterna-
tive route via the A849 and the 
southern section of the B8035.

The council has apologised 
for any inconvenience and will 
consider what weight restrictions 
will be necessary in the future.

Royal Marine Commandos were warmly welcomed at Dunbeg Primary School. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Excitement as 
Marines drop in

Fury over airport oil depot
RESIDENTS of a travellers’ 
site near Oban have slammed 
the council after approval was 
given for an oil depot within 
yards of their homes.

The people living at Ledaig, 
close to Oban Airport, say they 
fear for their safety and that of 
their children.

They believe the fuel depot 
could be a ‘hazard’ to their 
homes and children walking 
to school, but permission was 
granted by Argyll and Bute 
Council last week.

Fuel supplier Oilfast applied 
to build the oil depot, com-
prising two portable buildings, 
four storage tanks and a metal 
fence on council-owned land 
once used by its roads depot for 
salt storage, at the end of Oban 
Airport’s runway. 

Across the road are eight pitches 
in the Ledaig Travelling Persons’ 
Site, leased by Argyll Community 
Housing Association.

Mary MacDonald, who lives 
at the Ledaig site with her 
husband and disabled daughter, 
said: ‘When I first heard about 
it, I did not realise it would be 
at my front door, so I did not do 
anything about it until it was too 
late. I cannot read or write.

‘It is so close. What would be 
the problem of moving it closer 
to the airport and have the 
lorries come in from the airport 
road?

‘These big lorries that come 
in, they do not slow down. 
There will be big contractors 
coming in.

‘This is a residential area. I 
think it is going to be a real 
hazard for children.’

Twenty-four individuals raised 
objections, including Ardchat-

tan Community Council, which 
had safety concerns about the 
proximity of large volumes 
of flammable fuel so close to 
the travellers’ homes, and the 
threat HGV tankers posed to 
children walking to the school 
bus, dog-walkers and cyclists on 
the new Sustrans Route 78 cycle 
path. 

Councillors Anne Horn, 
Julie McKenzie and Isobel 
Strong, and Argyll and Bute 
MP Brendan O’Hara also made 
representations.

On Wednesday last week, 
Argyll and Bute Council’s Plan-
ning, Protective Services and 
Licensing (PPSL) committee 
approved the oil depot. 

The planners’ report, which 
urged councillors to grant per-
mission, argued most objections 
related to the site’s use, ‘which is 
not up for consideration’.

It continued: ‘The use of the 

site for the storage and distribu-
tion of oil at the proposed scale 
does not constitute a material 
change of use. The determining 
issue solely relates to siting, 
layout and design.

‘Sustrans are on record as 
stating a minor road is suitable 
for unaccompanied 11-year-olds 
to use provided there are fewer 
than 1,000 vehicular move-
ments per day. It is unlikely 
the proposed development will 
result in more than 1,000.’ 

Signs advising motorists of an 
‘advisory speed limit’ would be 
erected as a condition, it added.

The reports states that the 
maximum quantity of fuel to be 
stored would be 243 tonnes.

At the meeting, area team 
leader Sandra Davies added: 
‘There is no petroleum to be 
stored on this site – purely do-
mestic heating oil, diesel.’

Councillor George Freeman 

asked if the plans showed a 
‘burning’ blast area, to which 
Ms Davies replied she would 
need to check, but ‘it could 
be added as a condition if 
required’.

Councillor Rory Colville drew 
attention to the landscaping, 
saying: ‘It seems contradictory 
that we are planting trees, but 
not trees that attract birds.’

Angus Gilmore, head of plan-
ning and regulatory services, 
replied: ‘We were mindful we 
did not want to do something 
that would encroach on the 
operational area.’

Councillor Roddy McCuish 
added: ‘Because this was a 
council asset, it was unanimous-
ly approved at the area commit-
tee meeting to lease the site to 
Oilfast. This is a very regulated 
industry and the many issues 
have been addressed.’

Afterwards, Oban North 

and Lorn Councillor Julie 
McKenzie reacted, saying: ‘I 
am incredibly disappointed the 
committee did not take this to a 
public hearing for the travellers 
to have their say. These are peo-
ple who cannot read or write.’

She added that Councillor 
McCuish’s argument did ‘not 
stack up’. 

She said: ‘There was a lack 
of info at that stage. It was not 
made clear how close the site 
was to the travellers. No-one 
has worked out a blast area.’

Councillor Freeman, she said, 
had also pointed out an ‘anom-
aly’ in the tanks’ storage ca-
pacity. She said: ‘The planning 
application was based on 240 
tonnes and it is now 370 tonnes. 
The capacity is almost double 
that proposed. [Cllr Freeman] 
asked for an adjournment, but 
could not get anyone to second 
him, sadly.’

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

THERE was great excitement this week at 
Rockfield Joint Campus and Dunbeg Pri-
mary when the Royal Marine Commandos 
came to call.

The visit was organised by Jean MacPher-
son and the Commandos were delighted to 
drop in to say ‘hello’ and ‘thank you’ as Ms 
MacPherson is a great fundraiser for the Ma-
rines. Her brother-in-law, Gordon, was killed 
on the last day of the Falklands conflict.

Rockfield head teacher Caroline Fother-
gill, along with some of the pupils, helped 
Ms MacPherson hand over a cheque to 
fund a memorial garden at the Marines’ 
HQ in Arbroath in memory of those who 
have died in conflict.

At Dunbeg, pupils also presented Ser-
geant Paul MacShannon with a cheque. Sgt 
MacShannon has an Argyll connection – he 
comes from Lochdon on Mull – and Gordon 
MacPherson was a former Dunbeg  pupil.
� More pictures on page seven.
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Tesco boss urges charitable 
groups to sign up for free food
OBAN’S Tesco store is appealing for 
more local charities and community 
groups to take advantage of free food 
going to waste each month, and to apply 
for a share of £8,000 in monthly grants.

Tesco’s ‘community food collections’ 
donate surplus food every night to 
organisations in need of it, but only four 
have applied in the Oban area so far: 
Schools Out Oban, Hope Kitchen, Oban 
Youth Café and Soroba Young Family 
Group.

Kenny MacCallum, lead fresh food 
manager, said: ‘Every night we look at 
what stock we will be wasting and we of-
fer a selection to our designated charity 
that night. We text that charity, “Would 
you like that donation?”, and rather than 
it going in the bin, they can make use of 
it.’

The donations include baked goods, 
fruit, vegetables, pre-packed meat and 

fish, ready meals, desserts, eggs and 
products in damaged packaging, but not 
pre-prepared food such as sandwiches 
and salads, or alcohol.

‘We have four charities that cover five 
nights,’ Kenny continued. ‘We have two 
spaces – we would like it to be seven 
nights.’

Brian Ross, store manager, added: 
‘We have given 2,020 meals, just under a 
tonne of food, since late November. We 
are throwing stuff in the bin two days a 
week. We have probably thrown away a 
tonne.

‘It is a travesty the food that is wasted. 
If we had seven nights’ cover, it would 
make such a difference in the town. 
There must be people who are able to 
take this food.’

Any charity or community group 
interested in applying should visit www.
fairshare.org.

Tesco staff are also urging local groups 
and charities to come forward and grab 
a grant via the Bags of Help scheme, 

which gives cash to local causes from 
money raised by the 5p carrier bag 
charge.

Mr Ross said too few local charities 
and community groups had applied for 
the grants, which pay out £5,000, £2,000 
and £1,000 each month via a customer 
vote in the store, and he hopes many 
more will come forward.

‘There must be local organisations who 
can do with this cash,’ he said. ‘Every 5p 
bag you buy, the money goes back to 
charity.’

When application numbers increase, 
Tesco will decrease the size of its 
regions, which will benefit more local 
projects. 

‘It is a huge amount every month, if you 
think £8,000 could be going locally,’ Mr 
Ross said. ‘How many people could have 
been touched by that?’

Community projects can nominate 
themselves for a grant, or be nominated 
by customers. Visit the Tesco Bags of 
Help website.

POLICE
FILES

THE FATE of a controver-
sial Tiree beach hut, built at 
Balevullin without planning 
permission, is still hanging in 
the balance – despite council-
lors meeting for a third time to 
discuss the matter, writes Sandy 
Neil.

Tiree entrepreneur Iona Larg, 
who runs surfing company 
Blackhouse Watersports on the 
island, which is billed as ‘the 
Hawaii of the north’, submitted 
two retrospective planning ap-
plications for two wooden beach 
huts at Balevullin beach and at 
Gott Bay in December 2015.

The Balevullin hut attracted 
39 objections and 100 expres-
sions of support, including 
from TV chef Hugh Fearnley 
Whittingstall, while Gott Bay 
hut attracted eight objections 
and 17 letters of support.

Planning officers recom-
mended that Argyll and Bute 
Council’s Planning, Protective 
Services and Licensing Com-
mittee (PPSL) refuse planning 
permission as a departure from 
the Local Development Plan 
(LDP).

Councillors decided to hold 
a local discretionary hearing 
in An Talla Community Hall, 
Crossapol, Tiree, on November 

28. Prior to the hearing, the ap-
plicants withdrew the planning 
application to retain the Gott 
Bay hut, which has now been 
removed.

At this meeting, councillors 
agreed to continue their delib-
erations until January 18 for 
an area capacity evaluation 
(ACE), a study produced by 
council planners to assess if 

a development constitutes an 
‘exceptional case’ to the LDP, 
and presents ‘no unacceptable 
physical impact upon an identi-
fied area of common landscape 
character’.

A draft report, presented 
last Wednesday January 18 to 
the PPSL meeting in Kilmory 
Castle by head of planning 
and regulatory services Angus 

Gilmore, concluded the Bale-
vullin hut does have a ‘mate-
rially harmful visual impact’. 
But councillors again held off 
making a decision to ‘critique’ 
the ACE.

Lomond North councillor 
George Freeman, who proposed 
the motion, said: ‘It is controver-
sial locally. We want to avoid any 
potential challenge.’ Councillor 

Roddy McCuish’s motion to de-
cide that day found no seconder 
and so was defeated.

Speaking afterwards, Iona 
Larg told The Oban Times: 
‘The saga continues. The main 
argument is that there is an al-
ternative site but it is not viable.’

Taking the hut away, she said, 
would also remove ‘our ability 
to do business, and us as a fam-
ily. I have three children on the 
island. [With the removal of the 
hut from Gott Bay] that’s half of 
our business gone already. This 
is our main business.

‘If Argyll and Bute [Council] 
are serious about population 
dec line and supporting business, 
we have to do it now, because we 
are leaving the EU: EU funding 
will go.

‘We are an environmentally-
friendly and responsible busi-
ness that is totally self-funded.  

‘We had permission from Ar-
gyll Estates, the landowner. The 
West Coast, Argyll and Tiree 
has the most consistent surf and 
it is easily accessible. We have 
to look at what we have got. We 
are supporting Tiree tourism on 
an international level. If we have 
businesses supporting families 
on islands, we should be saying, 
thank you.’

Council’s planning committee fails to make 
decision on Tiree beach hut – once again

Councillors 
have again put 

o�  making a 
decision about 
the beach hut 

on Tiree. Sur� ng 
business owner 
Iona Larg told 
the The Oban 

Times the 
decision could 

mean the end of 
her business and 
force the family 
to move o�  the 

island.

Sky lantern 
ban is on 
the cards

Barcaldine 
fi shery plan 
revealed

TV take 
on rural 
housing

A MOTION to ban sky 
lanterns and helium balloons 
is being heard at Argyll and 
Bute Council today (Thurs-
day).

The plan to ban the use of 
the balloons and sky lanterns 
is to protect wildlife on the 
land and in the sea.

Sky lanterns are popular 
at weddings and to celebrate 
festivals.

A report to councillors pro-
poses ‘that Argyll and Bute 
agree to ban the use of sky 
lanterns and helium balloon 
release from council-owned 
property in an effort to make 
the countryside safer for 
grazing livestock, prevent 
harm to wildlife at sea and 
on land, and to protect the 
environment.

‘The council is asked to 
delegate to the director of de-
velopment and infrastructure 
the authority to put in place 
arrangements to support his 
principle.’

PLANS for a £35 million 
salmon hatchery at Barcal-
dine have been submitted to 
Argyll and Bute Council.

In July, Scottish Sea Farms, 
Scotland’s second largest 
salmon farmer, announced its 
purchase of the Marine Re-
source Centre, Barcaldine, by 
Loch Creran, where it plans 
to build a new land-based 
RAS freshwater facility, or 
re-circulating aquaculture 
system, for rearing smolts to 
transfer to sea farms, creating 
up to 25 permanent jobs.

A consultation has been 
under way for six months, the 
firm’s managing director Jim 
Gallagher said, to ‘ensure we 
will develop the site in a way 
that also benefits the commu-
nity and supports sustainable 
growth. 

‘This site offers an ideal 
location providing everything 
we require in terms of power 
supply, fresh water and con-
nection to the sea.’

Some demolition has 
already taken place and, 
if planning is successful, 
Scottish Sea Farms hopes to 
begin construction later this 
year, with the first fish reared 
in the new facility entering 
the water in 2019.

Send your news and 
photographs to 

editor@obantimes.
co.uk

A NEW four-part series on 
BBC ALBA examines the 
dramatic development of 
rural housing in Scotland 
over the years.

In the second part next 
Monday (January 30), builder 
Ewen MacKinnon, who has 
a passion for the beauty of 
construction, continues his 
fascinating and revealing 
journey through Scotland’s 
rural housing landscape – 
telling a story of place, people 
and home in Rural Housing.

The history of traditional 
buildings in the Highlands 
and Islands resonates particu-
larly with people today, with  
an increasing number are 
choosing to build new homes 
using the materials from early 
19th century homes and in 
line with much-loved styles, 
such as the blackhouse.

Among the buildings visited 
will be the impressive Isle of 
Lewis stone structures, the 
Bosta Iron Age House on 
Great Bernera, Uig the Norse 
Mill in nearby Shawbost, the 
S-shaped house named Oran 
na Mara on Harris, the Heb-
ridean Earth House on South 
Uist and the Carloway broch, 
Isle of Lewis. 

These buildings have also 
inspired numerous impres-
sive new island homes.

Viewers also find out about 
the fascinating wooden cran-
nogs and there will be avisit 
to the restored Gearrannan 
Blackhouse Village on Lewis, 
which has a new life as holi-
day accommodation.

Rural Housing airs on BBC 
Alba on Mondays at 8.30pm.

LOGANAIR is to increase services 
from Glasgow to Tiree and Barra this 
summer via a new agreement with 
Transport Scotland.

Extra flights will be added on both 
routes throughout the peak summer 
holiday period from June to August, 
including a total of 17 additional round 
trips added on the world-famous Glas-
gow to Barra air link this summer.

The unique service – flown by Logan-
air operating Transport Scotland’s Twin 
Otter DHC6-400 aircraft – lands on 
Barra’s beach, where flight times are 
subject to the tides. It is a hugely popular 
journey for holidaymakers, aviation en-
thusiasts and locals, and the extra flights 
will help to meet high demand during 
the holiday season.

An extra eight flights are also being 
added on the Glasgow to Tiree route, 
spread between the Twin Otter aircraft 
and larger 34-seat Saab 340 aircraft.  

Three more flights normally scheduled 
for the Twin Otter will be flown by the 
larger Saab 340s to provide extra seats 
around the time of the Tiree 10K in 
April, the Tiree Music Festival in July, 
and a gruelling ultra-marathon which 
takes place on September 10.

The boost to capacity is a result of feed-
back from island representatives, who 
are part of Loganair and Transport Scot-
land’s engagement with communities.

Jonathan Hinkles, Loganair’s manag-
ing director, said: ‘The summer months 
are always particularly busy for the 
airline and we’ve worked closely with 
Transport Scotland to provide more 
seats than ever before to Barra and 
Tiree.’

The Glasgow-Barra, Glasgow-Camp-
beltown and Glasgow-Tiree air links 
are extremely important to the remote 
communities they serve, boosting their 
economies. All are operated under a 

public service obligation commitment by 
Loganair for Transport Scotland.

Minister for Transport and the Islands 
Humza Yousaf MSP said: ‘These im-
provements come following consultation 
with local communities, so I have no 
doubt they’ll be welcomed by passengers 
who depend on the public service obli-
gation routes.

‘Not only will there be additional 
flights for both Barra and Tiree over 
the busier summer period, Loganair will 
also amend the timetables to smooth 
out the impact of the tidal variations 
at Barra on the Tiree service. This will 
offer more continuity and certainty for 
passengers.

‘These air links play a crucial role for 
the communities they serve and we will 
continue to have dialogue with island 
representatives and Loganair to make 
sure we’re offering the best possible 
service.’

Plan to increase summer service 
to Tiree and Barra takes fl ight

Loganair operates 
Twin Otter 

DHC6-400 aircraft 
on the Barra route, 

where planes 
land at the beach 
airport and where 

� ight times are 
subject to the 

tides.

TWO men were arrested 
following an altercation 
outside the Corran Halls in 
Oban on Sunday January 
22. They were later released 
from police custody, and 
reported to the procurator 
� scal for alleged assault and 
obstruction.
 
POLICE are appealing for 
information after a blue 
and black Renault vehicle 
caused an obstruction to 
the entrance of Oban’s Lorn 
and Islands Hospital on 
Glengallon Road, at 1.45pm 
on January 23. Anyone who 
witnessed the incident is 
invited to call 101 and ask 
to speak to PC Andrew 
Hogg at Oban Police O�  ce.

An illustration of what the 
new facility could look like.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Oban Tesco store manager Brian Ross hands over the donated food to Jean 
MacPherson of Schools Out Oban.

ARGYLL & BUTE COUNCIL’S SUPPORTING 
COMMUNITIES FUND 2017/18
Application forms for grants to community organisations are now available. 

They can be accessed by website: https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/council-and-government/third-sector-grants

phone: 01369 708669

email: communitydevelopment@argyll-bute.gov.uk

Closing date for applications is 10 February 2017.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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Sport

Lochaber                          5
Highland Reds                64
BT Caledonia 2NW

10-pin bowling

Football

Indoor football

Lotto

Mechanics rev it up in the second 
half and put Fort to the sword

British Legion 
lead handicap 
division

Recent results

Club lottery 
numbers

RESULTS from Week 11:
Inverlochy 4, Ballatasaray 6;
The Young Team 6, HW 
Energy 0; Doghouse Thistle 
6, Portowcy 1;  Nevis Range 4, 
Fiorentina Turner 9; The Goon 
Squad 3, The Stoaters 0.

A LOCHABER sister duo have been selected for 
a Highland netball team.

Sisters Anna and Freya MacDonald were suc-
cessful in their trials for the inaugural Highland 
netball district team.

Confi rmed
The Lochaber High School girls travelled to 

Dingwall on numerous occasions to fight for their 
places and it has now been confirmed that they 
will be joining the squad.

Anna and Freya will travel to district days 
around the country representing the Highlands at 
netball.

Teacher Miss Chelsea Ewing said: ‘The girls 
have worked so hard and they represent the school 
and the area brilliantly.’

LOCHABER Leisure Centre 
swimmers have announced their 
big improvements of 2016. They 
are as follows: 50 Backcrawl –  
Matteusz 14s, Eilidh 13s, Indigo 
11s;  100 Backcrawl – Evie-Jay 
30s, Eva 27s, Alistair 19s;  50 
Frontcrawl – Murray 13s, 
Ben Britton 10s, Lisa 9s;  100 
Frontcrawl – Iona 23s, Kirsty 
19s, Connie and Lauren 17s;  50 
Breaststroke – Matteusz and 

AFTER week nine of the 
Lochaber Building supplies 10 
pin bowling leagues at the Nevis 
Centre in Fort William, Alley-
cats remain in the lead of the 
scratch division with 35 points 
followed by British Legion Fort 
William with 26 points.

Don’t Give A Split and The 
Shambowls are next on 25 
points. The handicap division 
is much tighter where British 
Legion Fort William stay on 
top with 26 points despite going 
down 5-0 to Don’t Give A Split. 
The Shambowls also have 26 
points followed by Don’t Give A 
Split on 25 points.

Individually the best game in 
week nine was an excellent 219 
from Pam Weller (Alleycats) 
which included a run of 4 strikes 
in a row. Other good games 
this week came from Gaynor 
Weldon (British Legion Fort 
William) with 186, Ben Weller 
(Don’t Give A Split) with 185 
and Wendy Brooke (The Sham-
bowls) with 173. Pam Weller 
also had the top handicap game 
of 249 and the top two game 
scratch series of 366. Gillie 
Mullen (The Shambowls) had 
the top two game handicap 
series with 472, which is the 
season’s high.

The best team scores of the 
week came from Alleycats who 
had the top scratch game of 643, 
while Don’t Give A Split had 
the top two game scratch series 
of 1,216. The Shambowls had 
the best handicap game of 909 
and the top two game handicap 
series of 1,714 – both seasons 
highs.

The top scratch averages are 
currently held by Pam Weller 
(Alleycats) with 164 followed 
by Tony Whitelocke (Alleycats) 
with 157 and Ben Weller (Don’t 
Give A Split) on 152.

A SECOND half defensive 
collapse saw the Fort hand Sat-
urday’s win and points to Forres 
Mechanics on a plate.

The Fort lost captain Ian 
Foggo during last Saturday’s 
(January 21) match at Claggan 
Park to what looked like a 
serious knee injury in the 20th 
minute.

Foggo was stretchered off 
before being transferred to the 
Belford hospital by ambulance. 
His leg was later put in a cast 

Forres defenders struggle to contain Fort top goal scorer Scottie Davidson. 
Photo: Abrightside Photography

Iain Foggo will be out on crutches for a few weeks.
Photo: Abrightside Photography

SOME 59 runners finished the 
Leanachan race on Sunday, a 
9.5 mile long, going through 
Leanachan/Nevis Range forest-
ry tracks. This was the seventh 
race out of 10 that is in the 
calendar of Lochaber Winter 
League 2016/2017.

A long category race in which 
all the runners must wear or 
carry full body cover, water-
proof top and bottoms, hat and 

The Locaber Athletics Clubs winter league race, runners set o�  from the Nevis Range car park. 
Photo: Abrightside Photography.

Fort William                      2 
Forres Mechanics            6
Highland League

and a spokesperson for the club 
said he will be on crutches for 
the next couple of weeks. It is 
hoped the injury is not as bad as 
first feared.

The Fort took the lead only 
minutes later, Ally Stark got on 
the end of Liam Taylor to fire 
home from six yards.

Just before half-time, the 
Mechanics took the lead in ‘con-
troversial’ circumstances. John 
Cameron was a full yard offside 
and the linesman inexcusably 
waved play on, and when the 
ball was played into the box 
Alan Pollock scored with ease.

Then in the fifth minute of 

first half stoppage times, Me-
chanics took the lead, Stuart 
Soane making it 2-1 Forres.

But ten minutes into the sec-
ond half it was 2-2. Top scorer 
Scottie Davidson was brought 
down in the box and he then 
stepped up to fire home his 14th 
goal of the season.

Just 60 seconds later Davidson 
passed up a glorious chance to 
give the home side the lead – 
when he was clean through on 
goal with only the keeper to 
beat, but he couldn’t take the 
opportunity.

It all fell apart for the home 
side shortly after, when Forres 
ran riot with four goals in the 
next 11 minutes – all free head-
ers from just six yards out. Lee 
Fraser took two, John Cameron 
and Ross MacPherson all found 
the back of the Fort net to make 
the final score Fort William 2 
Forres Mechanics 6.

Next up for the Fort is an away 
trip to current Highland League 
champions Cove Rangers. The 
game will be played at Grant 
Park Lossimouth.

Esmond wins Leanachan race
Athleticsgloves. It was a cold and cloudy 

day but everyone kept smiling 
before and after the race.

The men’s category was won 
by Esmond Tressider LAC in 
01:00:27, 2nd place John Yells 
LAC in 01:01:12, 3rd crossed the 
finish line Steven Traill LAC in 
01:01:42. In the women’s cate-
gory 1st crossed the finish line 
Lisette Walter in 01:08:39, 2nd 
Helen Leggett LAC in 01:14:37 

LOCHABER played their first 
game in two months on Satur-
day against Highland Reds. 
 With the split in the league 
already happened, this game 
would have no effect on any 
league standings as Lochaber 
are in the bottom half and 
Highland are in the top half. 

The game was tight for the first 
20 minutes or so, with Highland 
applying most of the pressure.

That pressure eventually paid 

Sisters keep it in the family
Netball

and 3rd Amanda Blackhall 
LAC in 01:14:53.

A spokesperson said: ‘Well 
done to all that took part and 
massive thanks to organisers, 
Marshall’s and timekeepers, 
Margaret Rose, Corrina, 
Pamela, Aileen, Ellen, Sharon, 
Graham and others I may have 
missed.’

Heavy defeat for Lochaber

off for the visitors who broke the 
deadlock. They were then able 
to capitalise on some rustiness 
in the Lochaber defence after 
a long lay off and scored a few 

more tries in quick succession. 
The second half saw much 

more of the same with Loch-
aber having a few forays into the 
Highland 22. Callum MacDon-
ald managed to barge his way 
over the Highland line from 
a  tap penalty five metres from 
the line to get Lochaber on the 
score board. The final score was 
Lochaber 5-Highland Reds 64. 

Lochaber will now play Shet-
land at home on January 28 
with a 2pm kick off in the first 
game of the split.

Rugby

No way through for Lochaber’s 
Callum MacDonald.

Photo: Abrightside Photography

Eilidh 19s, Eva 18s; 100 Breast-
stroke – Evaa 21s, Laurin 19s, 
Evan 16s;  50 Butterfly – Sean 
15s, Laurin 14s, Freddie 13s; 
100 Butterfly – Alice-Ann 31s, 
Kayleigh 18s, Rhianna 16s; 100 
Individual Medley – Sean 51s, 
Matteusz 27s, Murray and Lisa 
23s;  200 IM – Kai 42s, Alistair 
35s, Jenna and Alice Ann 30s.

Spokeswoman for the swim 
team, Yvonne Clark said: ‘The 

constant improvements in the 
times made all the hard work 
worth it and long may it continue

‘This was well worth all the 
hard work, well done to every-
one for your improvements last 
year and lets keep on doing 
every stroke like the last one ... 
only better.’

Swimmers announce big improvements
Swimming

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday January 26, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.51 3.6 11.02 1.4 17.07 3.6 23.27 1.2
Fri 05.29 3.8 11.41 1.2 17.44 3.8  **.**  *.*
Sat 00.00 1.0 06.05 3.9 12.19 1.1 18.17 3.8
Sun 00.33 0.9 06.39 4.0 12.55 1.0 18.47 3.9
Mon 01.05 0.8 07.11 4.0 13.30 0.9 19.16 3.8
Tues 01.39 0.8 07.43 4.0 14.04 0.9 19.50 3.8
Wed 02.15 0.8 08.19 3.9 14.42 1.0 20.28 3.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

17
6

5

Thursday Light Cloud
 Winds strong south easterly
 Temperatures 3°C to 5ºC.
Friday Sunny
 Winds strong south easterly
 Temperatures 5°C to 6ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Light rain on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 8ºC.

Sisters Anna MacDonald and Freya MacDonald 
have benen con� rmed as players in the High-

land district netball squad.

THE WINNING lotto 
numbers for the Kilmallie 
lottery for the draw on Janurary 
15 were 1, 5 and 19. There 
were no winners so the jackpot 
went up to £700 for the draw 
on Sunday January 22. The 
winning numbers for that draw 
were 6, 15 and 16. There were 
no winners again so jackpot 
goes up to £800 for next week’s 
draw.

Fort William Golf Club’s 
winning lotto draw numbers for 
Thursday January 19 were 4, 14 
and 18. There were no winners 
so £900 for today’s draw 
(Thursday January 26).

The winning numbers for the 
Ballachulish shinty lottery on 
Saturday were 16, 17 and 20. 
There were no winners so the 
jackpot is up to £800 for next 

The Lochaber Leisure Centre swim team pictured together back in November after competing at an 
annual Highland schools event. Photo: Abrightside Photography


