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PEOPLE throughout Kin-
tyre marked the 100th an-
niversary of a historical
broadcast this week that
saw the first ever two-way
transatlantic radio commu-
nication being exchanged
between a transmitter at
Machrihanish and one in
North America.

To mark this special event
a group of local radio
enthusiasts were given the
go-ahead by OFCOM to re-
activate the original radio
site at Machrihanish,
enabling them to exchange
messages with other radio
users throughout the world.

It also gave them the
chance to pay tribute to the
man behind its success,
Reginald Aubrey Fess-
enden, who was one of the
leaders in radio technology.

In 1905 Fessenden built a
450 foot high radio tower at
Brant Rock in Marshfield,
Massachusetts, USA. He
later built an identical one
at Machrihanish.

Within a few months both
towers were complete and
on January 3 1906 the Ca-
nadian-born  scientist made
history when he made the
first two-way radio commu-

nication across the Atlantic
by transmitting Morse code
signals from Marshfield to
Machrihanish.

Several months followed
and Fessenden continued to
experiment with radio
when, in November that
same year, he made another
historic breakthrough.

Accident
However, this time it was

completely by accident.
A voice transmission

which was intended to go
from Brant Rock to nearby
Cobh Island, also in Mas-
sachusetts, somehow made
its way across the Atlantic
and was received at Machri-
hanish.

Sadly, however, the
Machrihanish station was
closed down the following
month after severe gales
brought the mast tumbling
to the ground. It was never
re-built.

Local radio enthusiast
Duncan McArthur said that
Fessenden, who had over
500 patents to his name,
was miles ahead of his arch
competitor, Guglielmo
Marconi, but has  now be-
come something of a forgot-
ten hero. Mr McArthur said:

‘Fessenden  was extremely
keen to get voices across the
radio.

‘Everybody else said it
was impossible but he did
it and on December 24 he
instructed ships to listen in
at 2100 hours and he came
on playing his violin and he
was reading the Bible

‘Marconi had the backing
of the UK and US
governments. He wasn’t a
scientist, he was a PR
merchant.’

This week’s temporary
activation of the original
site enabled Mr McArthur
and members of his group
to communicate with fellow
radio enthusiasts in Brant
Rock, who are also hosting
a number of events to mark
the centenary.

In Kintyre, Laggan Com-
munity Council is hoping to
erect a permanent memorial
on the site, while a link is
also planned between Ar-
gyll FM and WATD, the ra-
dio station for the Brant
Rock Area.

Special postcards featur-
ing both the towers have
also been printed thanks to
funding from Campbeltown
Community Council.

Duncan McArthur and Brian Thomson exchange messages with other radio
users throughout the world to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the

first ever two-way transatlantic radio communication. c01fes01
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Gigha’s road

safety kids are

top of the class

Courier

news desk
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ARGYLL and Bute Coun-
cil is facing as grim a new
year as the rest of Scotland’s
local authorities, with pres-
sures over extra services
and equal pay hanging over
it.

But council leader Coun-
cillor Allan Macaskill hopes
that there will not be any
need for the percentage in-
crease in council tax to
reach anywhere near double
figures as predicted in some
national press.

He hopes that any increase
will be less than the five per
cent predicted at last year’s
budget - but it could involve
more savings across coun-
cil services.

All local authorities across
Scotland are facing massive
bills to pay for the cost of
equal pay claims and the
extra services, which the
Scottish Executive keeps
demanding that councils
provide but local authorities
claim they are not receiving
sufficient funding for.

These include free care for
the elderly, free travel for
the elderly across Scotland,
which is due to come into

cil. I hope there is enough
money in the surpluses to
pay for equal pay. I hope
that we can settle for what
we can afford out of the sur-
pluses,’ he said.

But failing that there will
either be a rise in council
tax or savings.

‘My way forward has al-
ways been to keep the coun-
cil tax to as low a rise as
possible,’ he said.

The council has been
making savings since it be-
came a unitary authority
because it has long argued
there is a mismatch in the
amount of funding it should
receive and the local gov-
ernment finance formula
allows it to receive.

Councillor Macaskill also
pointed out that Argyll and
Bute did not receive ad-
equate Special Islands
Needs Allowance to provide
services to its 25 island
compared to other island
authorities.

The council has just
started the process of setting
its revenue budget for 2006-
2007, having just settled its
capital budget for next year.

Council facing grim

new year says leader

being from the beginning of
April, extra teaching assist-
ants and more.

‘The executive is sup-
posed to be funding them
but when you look at the
figures it never hits 100 per
cent,’ said Councillor Ma-
caskill

He said Argyll and Bute,
like many other local au-
thorities hoped to pay for
equal pay settlements, cur-
rently being negotiated lo-
cally with unions, from sur-
pluses built up by the coun-

Council leader
Councillor Allan

Macaskill

Green energy

at home for

Islay tenants
WEST Highland Housing
Association’s (WHHA)
green housing scheme has
provided Islay and Oban
tenants with renewable en-
ergy in their own homes.

The social housing land-
lords are pioneering
projects across two of their
newest developments that,
once completed, will see
over 100 houses heated by
renewable energy.

Tenants are currently
moving in to 44, one to four
bedroom houses in
Glenshellach, Oban, which
rely solely on biomass for
their heating and hot water,
with another 46 houses still
under development.

On Islay 12 homes are
being heated with geo-ther-
mal pumps which are in-
serted 30 metres under
ground and harness heat
from the earth itself. The
heat is distributed through
heating systems similar to

wet radiator systems used in
modern homes.

Gregor Cameron, devel-
opment officer at WHHA
said: ‘Our aim is the provide
the cheapest housing to our
tenants, but to do so in the
greenest way. I think every-
one nowadays is aware of
the importance of greener
solutions, of which renew-
able energy is the most high
profile. We are still at the ini-
tial stages of both these
projects, but the early signs
are good. We will be moni-
toring energy expenditure
and savings at both sites to
ensure our tenants are ex-
penditure and savings at both
sites to ensure our tenants are
getting the most from these
innovative projects.’

West Highland Housing
Association was recently
nominated for the Best
Community Initiative
Award at the fourth annual
Green Energy Awards.

ABOVE: Road safety
calendar competition
winner Cara Wilson
with Argyll and Bute
Council’s transport

spokesman Councillor
Duncan MacIntyre and

road safety assistant
June Graham. c51roa03

LEFT: The Gigha
Primary School pupils
who took part in Argyll
and Bute Council’s road

safety competition.
c51roa02

Cara completes a family

calendar contest double

A PUPIL from Gigha Pri-
mary School has won Ar-
gyll and Bute Council’s
Road Safety Calendar
Competition.

Cara Wilson’s picture
was chosen as the best one
to feature on the 2006 cal-
endar out of a total of 2,225
entries from 57 schools
across the region.

Road safety assistant
June Graham said: ‘Cara’s
bright picture and her im-

portant road safety message
really caught our eye and it
looks great on the calendar.’

Gigha Primary School
seems to have a great record
of prize winners in this
popular competition with
Cara’s sister Lynn winning
it five years ago.

Phoebe Brown and
Brandon Clements were
also highly commended in
group two of this year’s
competition whilst Jack
Currie and Douglas

Earnshaw were highly com-
mended in group four and
five, respectively.

Cara was presented with a
total of £50 and had her
original picture framed.

The school also received
a trophy as well as a number
of extra calendars to distrib-
ute.

Cara’s winning entry will
appear on the calendar,
which will be displayed in
schools and offices through-
out Argyll and Bute.

News and views can be

emailed to editor@

campbeltowncourier.co.uk
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SAVE 10%
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Campbeltown (ABTA 41797)

�01586 554900

Lochgilphead (ABTA G976X)

�01546 603766



www.campbeltowncourier.co.ukCOURIER & ADVERTISER, Friday 6 January 2006 3NEWS

MBE for Southend man Colin
SOUTHEND man Colin
Campbell McShannon, for-
merly deputy governor at
HM Prison Castle Huntly,
Perth, has been awarded the
MBE in the New Year Hon-
ours List.

Colin, who was born in
Southend, the son of the late
John and Mary
McShannon, joined the
Scottish Prison Service in
January 1977 at Glenochil
Young Offenders Institution
near Alloa as a prison of-
ficer.

He was promoted to sen-
ior prison officer at Green-
ock Prison in February 1986
and promoted to principal
officer in January 1990 at
Barlinnie Special Unit,
which at the time held some
of Scotland’s hardest crimi-
nals.

In 1992 he was seconded
for one year to the Scottish
Council for Single Home-

less with the remit of pro-
ducing housing documents
for prisoners and staff for
use in all of Scotland’s pris-
ons.

On the successful conclu-
sion of his secondment he
was posted to Noranside
Open Prison in Angus and
promoted to operations and
residential manager.

From there he moved in
1996 to Penninghame Open
Prison in Dumfries and Gal-
loway and was promoted to
deputy governor.

He held this post until the
prison closed in 2000 and
he was then transferred
back to Noranside as deputy
governor and finally moved
to Castle Huntly Prison as
deputy governor in 2002,
from where he retired in
September 2005.

 The Scottish Prison Serv-
ice nominated him for an
MBE for his outstanding

service over the last 29
years.

Colin is married to
Marilyn McAllister from
Campbeltown, whose mum
Myra McAllister still lives
in Crosshill Avenue.

Their extended family
also live in Campbeltown
and Southend.

They have a son and
daughter, Colin and Myra,
and a grandson Cormac.

Educated in Southend Pri-
mary and Campbeltown
Grammar School, Colin
said that he believes they
gave him a sound educa-
tional background to pre-
pare him for adult life.

Colin and Marilyn live in
the village of Wolfhill near
Perth. He said that he hopes
to spend more time golfing
now, especially at Duna-
verty, Southend, when vis-
iting the family in Campbel-
town.

INSTEAD of thinking huge great wind turbines on the
top of hills, should Scotland be thinking small to save
energy?

Could the solar panel and miniature wind turbine join
the satellite dish and television aerial as commonplace
additions to our homes? A buzz word that is going to be
heard more of in 2006 is ‘microgeneration’.

Small scale renewables such a rooftop turbines and so-
lar panels are being used by hundreds of individuals, busi-
nesses schools and community groups throughout the
country. Scottish Renewables, the green energy forum has

revealed that the number of small scale renewables projects
in Scotland has risen 15-fold in the last five years, from
only 19 projects in 2000 to almost 300 at the end of 2005.

A new study into energy saving by the Energy Savings
Trust, Potential for Microgeneration - Study and Analysis
argues that by the end of the year 2050 microgeneration
could provide up to 40 per cent of the UK’s total electric-
ity needs and could help reduce carbon-dioxide emissions
by 15 per cent per year. The report was undertaken on
behalf of the Department of Trade and Industry in con-
junction with Element Energy Ltd E-Connect and Cam-

Should Scotland think small to save on energy?

bridge University Faculty of Economics. Maf Smith, the
chief executive of Scottish Renewables said: ‘Small scale
renewables are an excellent way for energy-users through-
out Scotland to save money while protecting the environ-
ment and cutting carbon emissions.

They are a great example of how small organisations
and individuals can get the most from renewable energy
in a practical way.’

At Holyrood two MSPs, Sarah Boyack and Shiona Baird,
have Member’s Bill Proposals on small scale renewables
currently making their way through the legislature.

CalMac

continues

offshore plans

FERRY company Caledo-
nian MacBrayne has con-
firmed it has founded an
offshore management
company based in Guern-
sey to oversee a subsidiary
company employing all its
sea-going staff.

The 90-day consultation
period with staff is still go-
ing on and is due to end in
January.

CalMac wants to transfer
sea-going employees to a
wholly-owned company
called Caledonian
MacBrayne Crewing Ltd,
while administrative staff
will be employed by an-
other subsidiary called Cal-
edonian MacBrayne HR
(UK) Ltd, based at
Gourock in the present of-
fices own by the company.

Managing Director Lawrie
Sinclair wrote to staff last
week explaining that there
would be a contract between
CalMac Ltd and Clyde Ma-
rine Offshore Ltd, which is
part of the Glasgow-based
Clyde Group, which would
provide the offshore pay-roll
services

CalMac would remain
owner and operator of the
ferries and CalMac HR
would provide onshore per-
sonnel services on behalf of
the crewing company.

The company is proceed-
ing on the basis that all the
changes will be imple-
mented on February 1 with
the first pay to staff from
Guernsey on February 27.
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Trawler skipper’s death

could have been avoided
THE DEATH of a young
prawn trawler skipper in
the Western Isles may have
been avoided if he had been
wearing a life jacket when
his vessel hit rocks, accord-
ing to the sheriff in charge
of the fatal accident in-
quiry.

Craig Duffy, aged 26,
who was originally from
Tarbert, Loch Fyne, died
when the MFV Audacious
sank outside Stornoway
Harbour on Sunday, De-
cember 19 2004.

His crew mates John
Campbell and Alexander
Martin last saw their skip-
per going to make a May-
day signal after the trawler
went off course and hit

100 ml of blood. Sheriff
Colin Scott Mackenzie said
the skipper’s judgement
would have been impaired
but his death could have
been avoided if he had been
wearing a life jacket.  The
Audacious did have life
jackets on board but the
crew struggled to put them
on when the vessel ran into
difficulties.

Life jackets which can be
worn at all times on vessels
are currently being tested in
Britain.

Sheriff Mackenzie said it
was ‘an utter disgrace’ that
Britain had been left lag-
ging behind smaller coun-
tries like the Republic of
Ireland which made it com-

pulsory for life jackets to be
worn on vessels with open
decks. He said: ‘If nothing
is in fact done or if heels
continue to be dragged,
more avoidable tragedies
will occur every year and
more families devastated
and lives ruined. If a suit-
able device for constant
wear is to be developed, if
indeed that has not already
been done, it seems to me
that all crew members in-
cluding the skipper should
be obliged to wear one
whenever on duty or on
deck, at least on craft where
all members of the crew can
be expected to have to ap-
pear on deck at a moment’s
notice.’

rocks south of Arnish Point.
Mr Duffy was steering the
vessel before and during the
collision, which happened
in calm weather conditions
with no wind.

Coastguards received the
Mayday at 6.25am and Mr
Duffy was found near the
shore but attempts at resus-
citation failed.

All three crew members
had been drinking on the
Saturday night and Mr
Duffy was over twice the
legal alcohol limit for driv-
ing at the time of the colli-
sion.  He was found to have
an alcohol reading of 167
milligrams in 100 millilitres
in blood when the legal
limit for driving is 80 ml per

WH Smith and Tesco
stores until  the end of
January.

In Argyll and Bute alone,
more than 152,109 cards
were recycled in last
year’s scheme, with offi-
cials hoping to increase on
that number this year.

Colin Kerr, Campaigns
Officer at Scottish Waste
Awareness Group, said:
‘The scheme has one very
simple aim - to encourage
people to recycle their old
Christmas cards by taking
them to the special recy-
cling bins which can be
found in selected WH
Smith high street stores

and Tesco stores across
Scotland.

‘Hopefully, this year’s
scheme will engage many
more Scots who don’t tra-
ditionally recycle any of
their waste and make it
part of their daily lives all
year round.’

Andrew Fairbairn, devel-
opment manager for the
Woodland Trust,  also
stated the need for people
to recycle during the fes-
tive period. He said:
‘Christmas is a time when
a huge amount of waste is
generated. By simply recy-
cling cards, everyone can
help address this problem.’

WITH another Christmas
finished, people in Kintyre
are being urged to recycle
their festive cards.

The Woodland Trust, in
partnership with the Scot-
tish Waste Awareness
Group and retailers WH
Smith and Tesco, is urging
people to recycle the mil-
lions of cards that have
been handed out over the
festive period.

The Christmas Card Re-
cycling Scheme, which is
now in its fifth year, col-
lected more than 50 mil-
lion cards last year in the
UK. Recycling bins will
be located in participating

Kintyre urged to

recycle festive cards

Stepping out to launch VisitScotland’s 2006 local area marketing campaign
are (left to right) Argyll, Loch Lomond and Forth Valley Tourism Partnership

vice-chairman Councillor Eddie Carrick, partnership chairman Convener
Billy Petrie and area director James Fraser.

Tourism campaign launched

A £500,000 marketing cam-
paign has been launched
aiming to attract visitors to
Argyll and the surrounding
area throughout the coming
year.

The range of activities in
the campaign include a six
month long independent
press advertising cam-
paign with a total circula-
tion of over 60 million and
a total readership of more
than 105 million, the di-
rect mailing of the new
brochure to thousands of
individuals who have pre-
viously shown an interest
in visiting the area, the in-
clusion of a promotional
special offers section on
the local website

visitscottishheartlands.com
and the issue of regular e-
bulletins to potential visi-
tors with details of events
and other things to see and
do in the area.

Central to the campaign
are 300,000 copies of the
local area and accommoda-
tion guide.

Features
The new guide contains a

number of features on dif-
ferent parts of the local area,
as well as sections focusing
on major themes and spe-
cialist interests.

Convenor Billy Petrie,
Chairman of the Argyll,
Loch Lomond and Forth
Valley  Tourism Partnership
said: ‘This year’s guide and

supporting marketing activ-
ity are very much focused
on using the strengths of
this unique area to attract
visitors.

‘For example, there’s no
doubt that the area is very
popular with walkers, so we
have developed a new sec-
tion in the guide called ‘The
Walk of Life’ to highlight
the many attractive walks to
suit all tastes.

‘As well as the West High-
land Way, the West Island
Way and the Cowal Way,
Spring will see the opening
of the long-awaited Kintyre
Way which will undoubt-
edly attract visitors looking
for a new walking experi-
ence.’

MSP’s call

to speed up

warm up

HIGHLANDS and Islands
MSP Jamie McGrigor is
looking to his Holyrood
colleagues to speed up the
delivery of the Scottish
Executive’s heating pro-
gramme ‘Warm Deal and
central heating’.

Mr McGrigor wants
more local contractors in-
volved in installation work
and believes the Scottish
Executive is failing pen-
sioners and people on low
incomes. He has tabled a
motion to have more local
companies involved in a
bid to speed up the proc-
ess.

He has collected nearly
100 cases throughout the
Highlands and Islands of
people having to wait
months for heating to be
repaired. Mr McGrigor
said: ‘The Scottish Execu-
tive must look at the pos-
sibility of local companies
playing a larger role in in-
stallations and it is essen-
tial that these problems are
rectified.’

Meeting for

older people

OLDER people living in
South Kintyre are being in-
vited to voice their opinions
on any problems they are ex-
periencing.
The South Kintyre Seniors
Forum is holding a meeting
in the Kintyre Community
Education Centre in Camp-
beltown on Thursday (Janu-
ary 12) to identify issues af-
fecting older people in the
area. This will be an informal
meeting open to everyone
over the age of 55 to voice
their opinions.
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Eye to Eye

with

John Wallace

WHEN you read this col-
umn the shortest day and
Christmas will have passed.
Many of us will be enjoy-
ing an extended holiday
until after the New Year.
Perhaps you will be spend-
ing some time driving to see
friends or relatives.

Last month I wrote about
the benefits of polarised
lenses for driving in daylight.
Many of you have asked me
about what, if anything, you
can do to make driving at
night easier. With 25 per cent
of all UK drivers having vi-
sion below the legal mini-
mum for driving your first
step should be to have a full
eye examination. What’s
more, if you are advised to
wear glasses or contact lenses
for driving you really should
accept the advice given.

The biggest challenge I find
when driving in Argyll at this
time of year is avoiding deer.
Isn’t amazing how well deer
blend into the roadside verge
only to appear from nowhere
just as we drive past? The
other great joy of driving in
Argyll at night is oncoming
car headlights reflecting off
wet roads. Glare from car
headlights is the easier of the

two problems to solve. Vir-
tually all spectacle lenses can
be dispensed with an anti-re-
flection coating. This dra-
matically reduces the blind-
ing glare you see from on-
coming headlights.

As with all optical products
anti-reflection coatings vary
in price and quality. The state
of the art coatings incorporate
an oleophobic (oil repellent)
and hydrophobic (water re-
pellent) coating. Whilst less
expensive coatings lack these
features (and suffer from an-
noying dirt and finger marks
on the lenses after a relatively
short period of wear) several
of the leading lens manufac-
turers have brought out ad-
vanced coatings that are up
to ten times easier to keep
clean and smudge free and
which maximize your vision
when driving.

If someone could breed
deer with a fluorescent stripe
along their sides we would
have a solution to the well
camouflaged deer problem!
John WallaceBSc(Hons),

FCOptom, DipCLP.
36 Argyll Street,
Lochgilphead.
01546 602353

www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Blindingly obvious

Councillor joins SEPA board
AN ARGYLL councillor
was this week appointed to
the board of the Scottish
Environment Protection
Agency (SEPA).

Councillor Alison Hay,
who represents the
Craignish-Glenaray ward
in Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil, is one of four new
members who will join the
board at its first meeting of
2006.

Councillor Hay previ-
ously served as a member
of SEPA’s north board, a
position she will give up to
move onto the national
board.

Besides her work with
Argyll and Bute Council
and SEPA, Councillor Hay
is also a member of the
Auchendrain Museum
Trust, the Care and Repair
Agency and the Conven-
tion of Scottish Local Au-
thorities (COSLA). She is
the COSLA spokeswoman
for the environment, sus-
tainability and community
safety.

She also sits on the board
of the University of the
Highlands and Islands.

Speaking this week,
Councillor Hay said: ‘I’m
very pleased indeed to have
been appointed to the
board.

‘I saw the position adver-
tised, and SEPA has been
kind enough to grant me a

place on its board. I hope
I’ll be of great help to
SEPA. As I have a local au-
thority background, I hope
that in my new role I can use
my experience from
COSLA and Argyll and
Bute Council to help SEPA
work closely with local au-
thorities.’

Although Councillor Hay
was unsure of exactly what
her new role would involve,
she predicted that it would
be ‘much more strategic’
than her work with SEPA’s
north board.

She also assured her con-
stituents that her work with
SEPA would not impact on
her duties as a councillor:
‘As I was already on the
north board, and will be
moving onto the national
board, I see the time that I
used to give to the north
board as being transferred.
I don’t see it affecting my
council work.’

A member of the Liberal
Democrat party, Councillor
Hay was leader of Argyll
and Bute Council from
1999 until 2001. She cur-
rently sits on the council’s
strategic policy committee
and the Mid Argyll, Kintyre
and Islay area committee.

SEPA chairman Ken
Collins welcomed the ap-
pointments of new mem-
bers to the board.

He said: ‘The members of

the SEPA board should pro-
vide the organisation with a
pool of knowledge and ex-
pertise from which it can
draw upon when needed.

‘Our four new members
bring a wide variety of ex-
perience with them, all rel-
evant to the work SEPA car-
ries out on a daily basis. I
fully anticipate that their

experience will be invalu-
able in helping us consider
the many, complex issues
which arise in relation to
Scotland’s environment and
the challenges SEPA faces
as it moves into its 10th an-
niversary year.’

SEPA is responsible for
the protection of the envi-
ronment in Scotland.

Charged with protecting the
land, air and water, SEPA
works in partnership with
local authorities, private
business and its fellow gov-
ernment agencies and statu-
tory bodies to ensure that
Scotland’s environment is
protected, whilst also en-
couraging industry, com-
merce and leisure.

Highlands and Islands MSP Jim Mather (pictured) visited Campbeltown
recently along with SNP activists for the latest of a series of ‘street meetings’.

Mr Mather took questions on a wide range of subjects including the Irish
ferry, sewage problems, renewable energy and Scotland’s oil wealth. N/A

Email your

news and

views to

editor@

campbeltown

courier.co.uk

Inspectors praise

St Kieran’s

Primary School

ST KIERAN’S Primary
School in Campbeltown
has made very good
progress in the last two
years according to a
follow-through report by
HM Inspectors.

The report said the head
teacher and staff worked
very well as a team and
had clear intentions to
make further
improvements.

The school had made
very good progress in ad-
dressing three of the five
main points for action,
namely, improving pupils’
attainment across the cur-
riculum, continuing efforts
to improve pupils’ self-
confidence and their ex-
pectations of themselves
and, along with the educa-
tion authority, improving
overall support for pupils.

In addition, the school
had made good progress in
improving procedures for
planning, assessing and re-

cording pupils’ progress,
while the head teacher had
also made good progress
to improve procedures for
monitoring and quality as-
surance.

Councillor Dick Walsh,
Argyll and Bute Council
spokesman on education
said: ‘This is an excellent
report by HMIE and is a
tribute to the commitment
and hard work of the staff
and pupils of St Kieran’s
Primary School.’

Drivers

warned to

take care

this winter

ARGYLL and Bute Coun-
cil is warning drivers to take
extra care during the winter
period when taking to the
roads.

With this winter forecast
to be one of the coldest for
serval years, the council is
advising people to follow
these simple points:

� Ask yourself if the
journey is really necessary

� Plan your route care-
fully and check forecasts
covering your route.

� Make sure your car is
prepared - fuel, all lights
working, windscreen water,
wiper blades working and
good tread on the tyres.

� Take a waterproof
jacket, boots, blanket, food
and a hot drink, torch and a
fully-charged mobile phone

� If snow is likely, take a
shovel.

� Tell someone at your
destination you are on your
way and let them know of
any delays.

Finally, allow extra time
for your journey and be pa-
tient - remember it is better
arrive late than not at all.

1

MASSIVE

SALE

Curtains, Duvet Sets and
Various Household Linens.
Curtain Poles and Blinds.

Gifts and Ornaments.
Silver Jewellery.

Plus much much more.

11 Main Street Campbeltown

UP TO

50% OFF
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ARGYLL and the islands enters 2006 as one of the front-
runners in the contenders for Scotland’s first coastal and
marine national park.

Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) unveiled its list just
before Christmas; it features Argyll and the islands,
Lochaber and Skye, the north-west Highland coast, the
Western Isles, Shetland, and the Solway, Clyde and Mo-
ray Firths.

Argyll and the islands is believed to be well out in front.
Hugh Raven, chairman of the national steering group,

is also a board member of SNH. In welcoming the an-
nouncement of the list, he urged all local people in the
areas concerned to get involved.

Mark Carter, the chairman of the Hebridean National
Park Partnership, concurred, and called on everyone in
Argyll to make sure their voice was heard.

Mr Raven said: ‘SNH has made an important first step
in looking at the merits of different areas for a coastal
and marine park.

‘In these early stages we need feedback and comments
as to whether the assessment is fair and reasonable and
whether some of these areas would work better than oth-
ers as a park.’

Mr Hunter said the group he chairs ‘is a group of local
people who believe something needs to be done to pro-
tect resources for future generations.’

He said that he cannot stress strongly enough that all
local people should make sure their voice is heard; whether
they are for the idea of a park or not. He also said that
concept of a park would be a success if it represented the
views of all people

‘It has the potential to be the best thing for the area since
the area began,’ he said.

Disastrous
But he added that unless any park was properly man-

aged and fully representative, ‘it has the potential to be
quite disastrous’.

The group thinks that the present situation is weighted
too much in favour of fishing and aquaculture.

‘We are not against fishermen or fishing, rather we be-
lieve we have to have a balance,’ he said. At present it is
100 per cent in favour of aquaculture and fishing and you
have to remember what a major part tourism plays in our
economy.’

He added: ‘We need to have some restriction on some
fishing methods in some areas. Done properly, I can’t

see any fisherman could lose their job; it just needs to
be managed properly.’ Mr Raven also stressed: ‘Peo-
ple should please get in touch with SNH via its web-
site or writing, so we can make sure your views are
heard at the beginning of this very exciting process.’

‘The locations were identified using a number of fac-
tors, such as the area’s importance for wildlife, landscape
and the historic environment, the range of opportunities
it provides for people to get access to the area and enjoy
its natural and cultural heritage and its potential for man-
agement as a national park.’

Andrew Bachell, the director of strategy and operations
at SNH, said that the organisation had been asked by the
Scottish Executive to provide a list of potential areas which
could work as a coast and marine park.

‘In these initial stages we have assessed each area against
a number of criteria and themes.’

SNH has a three-stage process to select possible areas
for a national park; outstanding natural heritage, the col-
lective identity of the area and its special management
needs. The Scottish Executive has asked SNH to advise
by the end of March the legal and policy framework of
such a park.

CalMac

faces

David and

Goliath

CALMAC is facing both
David and Goliath in the
bidding to take over the
Clyde and Hebridean routes
it serves.

It is up against one of the
smallest and one of the
world’s largest in the fight.

Caledonian MacBrayne,
the state-owned operator
which provides the lifeline
services to the Inner and
Outer Hebrides and remote
rural peninsulas saw its 26
routes go out to tender un-
der an EU ruling along with
its Clyde routes.

The tendering process was
announced in October and
by the end of the first phase
there were and saw 17 ‘ex-
pressions of interest’ lodged
with the Executive.

At that stage the identity
of the bidders was said to
commercially confidential,
but numbers have been
whittled down and now
there appears to be only
three left in the ring:
CalMac, Western Ferries
and V Ships.

Western competes with
Calmac on the Gourock -
Dunoon route which is go-
ing out to tender on its own
part and does not have a
subsidy; anyone taking it on
would have to operate it
commercially.

Western was formed in
1973 and has a fleet of four.

The rest of the Hebridean
routes have to be bid for as
a whole and those tendering
must provide at least  the
same level of service as at
present.

Here CalMac is up against
V Ships, which styles itself
as ‘the world’s largest pro-
vider of independent ship-
ping management and ma-
rine related service’.

It has 44 offices in 26
countries with 1,100 office
staff and 22,500 crew and
600 vessels.

It was formed in Monaco
in 1984 but has since made
a move to the Isle of Man.

CalMac restructured its
operations to make it more
competitive.

At the start of in autumn
all staff received letters
from managing director
Lawrie Sinclair explaining
how the firm would trans-
fer all seagoing employees
to a wholly-owned subsidi-
ary to be located outwith the
UK with land-base opera-
tions transferred to a wholly
owned subsidiary based in
the UK.

CalMac currently receives
a government subsidy of
£30 million to operate its 31
vessels on 26 routes.

Kim MacKay

GRADUATED from Glasgow Metropolitan
College with an HNC in Planning. A former pupil
of Tarbert Academy, Kim is currently working as a

trainee planning officer with Argyll and Bute
Council while continuing her studies towards a
postgraduate diploma in Urban and Regional

Planning at Edinburgh Heriot-Watt University. She
is the daughter of Marion and Iain MacKay,

Lilybank, Tarbert.

Cameron and Sophie are

Argyll’s favourite baby names

CAMERON and Sophie
were the most popular boys’
and girls’ names for babies
in Argyll last year.

Both names also feature
high on the list of the most
popular names across Scot-
land, published last week by
the Registrar General.

Thirteen boys born in Ar-
gyll last year were named
Cameron. Lewis found fa-
vour with 12 parents, though
it proved the most popular
boys’ name across Scotland.
Also making the top 10 in
Argyll were James, chosen
by 10 families; Ryan (nine);
Andrew and Matthew (eight
each); Alexander, Connor
and Thomas (seven); Callum,
Finlay and Jack (six).

As well as being picked by
eight families in Argyll,
Sophie was also the most
popular girls’ name in Scot-
land. Locally, it was fol-
lowed by Erin, chosen by
seven families; Amy and
Olivia (six each); Chloe,
Eilidh, Ella, Eva, Holly,
Niamh and Rachel (five).

Duncan Macniven, Regis-
trar General for Scotland,
said: ‘As always, the list of
Scotland’s favourite baby
names is very interesting.
Around 26,400 boys’ and
24,700 girls’ names have
been registered. More than
5,800 different first names
were chosen this year and
around 1,500 boys and
2,200 girls were given
unique names.

‘This year we have seen
some change in the top 50
names for boys, with a return
to more traditional names.
Daniel and Matthew both
moved up two places to make

the top 10, replacing Liam,
which was down four places
to 11th, and Ben, down four
places to 12th. Calum, Ewan
and Jake have leapt into the
top 50, while Noah, Lennon
and Harvey have joined the
top 100 for the first time. For
girls, the name game was

fairly static. The only new
entrant to the top 10 is
Rebecca, which is up two
places to ninth, replacing
Hannah, which is down one
place to 11th. The biggest
climber is Ruby, which has
climbed 70 places to reach
43rd.’

Argyll could be first

marine national park

Love Scotland . . . Love Scottish Field

JANUARY ISSUE

ON SALE NOW

NEW LOOK!    NEW FEATURES!

NEW SECTIONS!
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Do you have a leisure story? Call our reporters
on 01586 554646 or 01546 602345

Monolith rock at

Lochgilphead High

Lochgilphead band Monolith performed at Lochgilphead High School’s end
of term show recently, playing a two-song set. Opening with a cover of The

Offspring’s Million Miles Away, the band then played AC/DC’s Long Way To
The Top, enlisting the school’s dinner ladies as backing singers. Pictured

before taking the stage are, from left, Stewart McCheyne, Jason Brown, Neil
Parkinson and Michael Stewart. Also entertaining the school’s pupils and staff
were the senior boys with their interpretation of Take That’s Back For Good

a52lhs01

New Year begins for

MAAA members

AS A prelude to their 2006
activities, Mid Argyll Arts
Association members are
tonight (Friday January 6)
holding an American-style
Twelfth Night buffet party
in the Ardrishaig Small
Hall.

Savoury and sweet con-
tributions will be brought
along on the night, whilst
entertainment and light
music will be provided by
members themselves.
Amongst the entertain-
ment will be poetry read-
ings and extracts from the
first six concert perform-
ances of the MAAA sea-
son.

Saturday January 14 will
see the first MAAA con-
cert of 2006, featuring an
ever-popular piano duet
recital by Edinburgh-
based Simon Coverdale

and Margaret Wakeford.
Grieg Debussy, Schubert,
Faure and Eric Coates will
be some of the composers
featured in their attractive
programme.

The show starts at 8pm in
Ardrishaig Hall.

LeRoc

French Jive

Modern Jive

Ceroc
……many names, one fab dance!

Modern Jive is the easiest partner dance

to learn - one night will get you dancing!

Kickstart your New Year's resolution -

bring a partner if you have one - if not,

just a pair of smooth soled shoes….

Every Wednesday 7.30pm

Ardrishaig Hall

Beginners welcome every week

Info:

01546 603063

Kintyre Antiquarian

And Natural

History Society

MEETING

Wednesday 11 January

Argyll Hotel

7.30pm

'Restoration'

Speaker Michael Davis

Non Members Welcome

Mid Argyll Arts

Association

Members' (+ Friends)

Twelfth Night Party

Buffet Supper,

Light Music.

Ardrishaig Hall, 7-30 pm

Tonight -

Friday 6 January

Inveraray & District

Accordion &

Fiddle Club

Swallow Argyll Hotel

Wednesday 11th January

at 8.00pm

Guest Artistes

The MacAllister Brothers

Supporting players

most welcome

KILMARTIN

HOUSE MUSEUM

Free Form Sculpture
Using Used Materials

A series of six
evening classes
Starting 11 Jan

6.30 - 9pm
for further information &

diary of events
contact 01546 510278

www.kilmartin.org

THIS BOX

COULD BE

YOURS FOR

£11.50

INCLUSIVE

Wallace

Optometrists

0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and

book your

comprehensive

eye examination

For

 people

who

really

care

 about

their

eyesight

Sponsored by

Wallace Optometrists

CROSSWORD

FIND THE WORDS

BRAIN STRAIN

THIS BOX

COULD BE

YOURS FOR

£11.50

INCLUSIVE
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WE AT The Campbeltown Courier do our utmost to make
sure that all our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but
we accept that, on occasion, mistakes can occur in the hec-
tic process of producing a weekly local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any
errors in print. If you find an error of fact on our pages
please write to the Senior Reporter, The Campbeltown Cou-
rier, Main and Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28
6AE, giving your daytime telephone number where possi-
ble. This statement of policy will appear on this page every
week along with any corrections or clarifications.

The Campbeltown Courier adheres to the Press Com-
plaints’ Commission’s Code of Conduct.

The views expressed in The Campbeltown Courier are
not necessarily those of this newspaper.

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of no more than
200 words for publication on this page.

The Editor reserves the right to shorten, to amend
or to refuse to print them. Names and addresses
must be supplied to indicate good faith, although
these details can be withheld from publication. Tel-
ephone numbers, if available, are also appreciated.
Anonymous letters cannot be considered. Please
write to: Letters, The Campbeltown Courier, Main
and Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28
6AE. Fax (01586) 553006.
email editor@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
 E-mailed letters can only be considered if they have
a name, full address and telephone number.

press policy

Thought for

the Week

HAPPY New Year to you!
I hope that 2006 will be a
year in which you know
peace in your mind, peace
in your home, and the deep
sweet peace of Jesus in
your heart. I can wish you
nothing more profound
than that.

Over the centuries Christ-
mas has become wrapped in
sentiment. The manger
scene looks so cosy; but a
stable was an awful place to
give birth. The shepherds
look great on cards, while
shepherds then wore work-
ing clothes as they do today.
In reality, Jesus was born
into poverty in an occupied
land. And you and I live in
the real world. We don’t
keep the decorations up all
year, nor do we send cards
and gifts every month or sing
Christmas carols all the time.
So I want to give you a New
Year’s message that speaks
to stark realities. Jesus said:
‘Peace I leave with you; my
peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled and do not be
afraid.’ Yes, in all that life
throws at us, there can still
be peace - the deep sweet
peace of Jesus in our hearts
(see John 14:27).

Irene Howat

This week’s Down Memory Lane photograph was taken in 1988 and shows the Campbeltown Boys
football team which won the Argyll and Bute Cup with a 1-0 win over Campbeltown Pupils. Submitted

by Mr Soutar of Crosshill Avenue, Campbeltown, the photo shows: back row, left to right: Neil
McSporran, Tommy Maguire, John Soutar, Henry Sillars, Jim Lang, John Barbour, Stuart McPhail,
Alexander Roxburgh, Peter MacPherson. Front row: Hector McMurchy, Robert McDonald, Peter

McCallum, Robert McCallum, Ian Hill, Neil McMurchy, Robert Judge.

Campbeltown’s

New Year spree

THREE cheers ran out to
welcome a happy New Year
in Campbeltown this week.

The first cheer came from
local traders as residents
went on a last minute spend-
ing spree. The second came
from local police, who
praised motorists for
obeying the ‘don’t drink
and drive’ rule.

And a third cheer came
from the public who had a
long holiday to enjoy the
celebrations.

The five-day holiday
which started last Friday af-
ternoon was welcomed by
most people. Local
policemen were on duty
over the holiday period, and
reported a quiet New Year
weekend. Campbeltown’s
Chief Inspector Alistair
Macrae said drivers who
wanted to drink had obvi-
ously left their cars at home.

In shops throughout
Campbeltown , the tills rung
up a happy New Year mes-
sage for the traders. Fears
that the national economic
gloom would curb spending
vanished as people made a
last minute dash  to stock up
over Christmas and New
Year. There were queues

outside a number of shops.
The off-licence section at
the Co-op reported a record
season. The manager said:
‘People started buying drink
during the pre-budget scare,
and they just carried on
from there. It was a record
year for us. At Hogmanay
we had queues all day long.
Some people were spending
between £100 and £150 on
drink.’

Colour TV for

Islay

VIEWERS on the Island of
Islay will be watching their
favourite TV shows in col-
our by 1979. The BBC an-
nounced this week that they
had begun to overcome en-
gineering difficulties which
had previously presented
625-line colour signals
from reaching Islay. He
said: ‘Previously the system
used meant that signals
were received by a main
transmitter, and sent to a lo-
cal transmitter. It was this
link that was causing prob-
lems. Now we have discov-
ered that it will be possible
to relay the colour TV pro-
gramme via the Campbel-
town transmitter. It’s early
days yet, but we are talking
in terms of two years from
now.’

Letters to the Editor

Main and Longrow South,
Campbeltown,
Argyll
PA28 6AE

Telephone: 01586 554646
Fax: 01586 553006

E-mail: letters@
campbeltowncourier.co.uk

Down Memory Lane

Happy to

read about

UAVs

Sir,
I was more than happy to
read your front page arti-
cle this morning regarding
the UAVs being tested at
RAF Machrihanish.

It was announced several
weeks ago that BAE had
been active in the area.

During the testing period,
I was, however, unable to
make the trip across to the
base to witness it for my-
self.

It has been a good year
for Machrihanish, and
many aircraft have touched
down despite it being ‘dis-
used’.

The highlight of course
being the two deployments
in September then again in
October by the 352nd Spe-
cial Operations Group
USAF. I had the pleasure

of visiting both times to take
pictures for some of the
members of the Spec Ops
Group, and I look forward
to working with them again
should they return to the
base.

Hopefully, 2006 will
prove to be another good
year for my favourite ‘dis-
used’ base and I look for-
ward to the air show in the
summer.

Keep up the good work.
Kevin Paterson, aviation
p h o t o - j o u r n a l i s t ,
www.black-triangle.co.uk.

Art

exhibition

raised over

£5,000

Sir,
‘Kintyre and Other Places’,
the exhibition of paintings
I held on behalf of the Tsu-
nami Disaster Fund Sri
Lanka, was a great success.

Every picture sold and the
total sum raised, including
donations, was £5,050.17.

On Friday December 2 the
money was transferred to St
Andrew’s Netherlee Trust
Fund, Colombo, Sri Lanka.

It will be used to build a
new nursery in Peraliya and
help three individuals with
different needs.

My thanks go to the
following: family and
friends who travelled from
all over Scotland and
England to be with us on
that memorable preview
night and weekend at the
Balinakill Hotel; the
galleries and Tourist
Information Centres in
Campbeltown, Tarbert and
Lochgilphead; hotels,
tearooms, the Lorne and
Lowland and Highland
Parish Churches for
displaying exhibition
posters; Reverend Bur-
roughs and Reverend Lind
for announcing the event
from the pulpit; Angus and
Susan Macdiarmid; The
Campbeltown Courier;
finally, those who visited
the exhibition, gave
donations and bought
paintings.

Whatever part you played
your support was very much
appreciated. Thanks again
and God bless.
Morag Docherty,
Livingston, West Lothian.

2005: The

year of Make

Poverty

History

Sir,
I am writing to thank your
readers for the part they
played in ensuring an un-
precedented level of cam-
paigning on global poverty
in 2005.

The political decisions
made during the year would
not have happened without
the passionate commitment
of many of your readers
along with campaigners all
over the world.

Important progress was
made through the G8 meet-
ing of the world’s richest
countries in securing prom-
ises of extra financial re-
sources for developing
countries in the form of
more aid and proposed debt

cancellation for some poor
countries.

If these promises are de-
livered, millions of lives
that would have been lost
could now be saved.

This special year has
come to an end but the cam-
paign has inspired a genera-
tion who believe that it is
possible to make poverty
history.

Their leaders have the
power and ability to make
it happen and all of those
who have campaigned this
year including many thou-
sands who have done so for
the first time, will continue
to urge them to deliver the
changes that will make pov-
erty history.

In 2006, the challenge will
be different.

The spotlight will not be
on the UK in the way it was
in 2005, but the British gov-
ernment must play an im-
portant role in sustaining
international pressure.

The Global Call to Action
Against Poverty will con-
tinue to campaign and cam-
paigners will continue to
push the UK Government to
change their policies and
expend their political capi-

tal in the interests of the
world’s poorest people. The
fight against poverty contin-
ues and your passion and
energy and the momentum
of 2005 will fuel future
campaigning for years to
come.

My message to your read-
ers is this: 2005 was a year
to remember. Thank you for
playing your part. You were
part of the biggest ever anti-
poverty movement and in
doing so you made history.
Richard Bennett, chair-
man, MAKE POVERTY
HISTORY.

A dog is for

life, not just

Christmas

Sir,
Despite all the festive warn-
ings, there may be some
families which received
puppies or dogs as gifts this
Christmas. Dogs Trust, the
UK’s largest dog welfare

charity, asks that all new
dog owners take time to
think about our famous slo-
gan: A dog is For Life, Not
Just For Christmas®, and
that they remember it all
year round.

The early part of the year
is often a hard time for dog
welfare charities as they are
under pressure to care for
the many thousands of un-
wanted dogs given as
presents at Christmas and
discarded when they be-
come a nuisance as the nov-
elty wears off. We would
also ask that owners make
a New Year’s resolution to
ensure their new pet has the
best start in life, and think
about booking training
classes. Organisations such
as Dogs Trust are the ones
that have to pick up the
pieces when last years
Christmas present becomes
this years obligation.
Clarissa Baldwin, chief
executive officer, Dogs
Trust.

Those Were The Days

The Campbeltown Courier,  January 7 1977
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farmers and crofters in key
corncrake areas have man-
aged to reverse the down-
ward trend, and paved the
way for a recovery of the
species.

Declining beef production
in the Western Isles could be
responsible for the slight
contraction in the range of
corncrakes this year.

The environmentally frag-
ile, peripheral areas in north
and west Scotland - in par-
ticular some of the islands -
have already seen some loss
of cattle farming as it has
become ever more eco-
nomically unviable.

The RSPB believes the en-
vironmental consequences
of losing cattle from these
areas are severe.

In addition to the grazing
benefits these systems of
farming produce, loss of
cattle also means declining
hay production and mixed
farm practices, depriving
corncrakes of suitable habi-
tats.

Duncan Orr Ewing, the
head of land use policy at
RSPB Scotland, said: ‘We
are delighted that the
corncrake population recov-
ery is continuing.

‘But more effort is re-
quired to increase their
range back onto the Scottish
mainland.

‘It is vital to use the con-
sultation on the new Scot-
tish Rural Development
Plan early next year to bring
in a package of measures
designed to reverse the loss
of cattle from the west.’

Andy Douse, senior spe-
cies advisor at SNH said:
‘We are very pleased to see
the continued increase in
the numbers of corncrakes
counted in Scotland.

‘This is a big success
achieved through positive
management of agricultural
land for corncrakes by
crofters and farmers in ar-

eas where these birds occur.
However it is worth noting
that although the numbers
of corncrakes have in-
creased, their geographical
range is still quite limited.’

Becky Shaw, from the
Scottish Crofting Founda-
tion, said: ‘The ongoing re-
covery of corncrake num-
bers in Scotland is very
good news and shows the
effectiveness of a partner-
ship between crofters and
farmers, government and
environmental bodies.

‘However, the future ef-
fectiveness of measures tar-
geted at creating corncrake
habitat are dependent on
cattle and mixed agricul-
tural systems being retained
in the north and west.’

She added: ‘A number of
tools are available through
the rural development pro-
gramme to help support the
viability of cattle and mixed
agriculture in the north and
west.

‘We are urging the Scot-
tish Executive to make the
best use of these tools and
direct more support to the
islands and northern and
western seaboard.’

According to the Histori-
cal Atlas of Breeding Birds
in Britain and Ireland 1875
- 1900, ‘the decline of the

Argyll now home to half of the

UK population of corncrakes

THE POPULATION of
corncrakes in Scotland has
exceeded 1,100 - the high-
est number recorded by
RSPB Scotland in 27 years
of monitoring this threat-
ened species.

The Argyll islands are
now home to nearly 600
calling corncrakes - over
half the UK population,
with the area seeing an in-
crease of nearly 25 per cent
since 2004, making the is-
lands the UK stronghold
for this threatened bird.

Figures from the 2005
survey of the birds show an
overall total for Scotland of
1,108 calling males, and in
the core survey areas a rise
from 1,040 in 2004 to
1,082 in 2005.

The astonishing success
of the bird was particularly
pronounced on the Inner
Hebrides, with Tiree’s
population of calling males
rising from 262 to 310
birds, and the population
on Islay in Argyll rising
from to 52 from just eight
birds in 2000 - a superb
achievement on one of Ar-
gyll’s most intensively-
farmed islands.

More than 100 calling
corncrakes were recorded
across the RSPB’s Argyll
reserves including Loch
Gruinart and Smaull on Is-
lay, with the Coll reserve
holding 90 calling males.

The Isle of Mull has also
started to see a slow in-
crease in corncrakes with
seven birds present in
2005.

With a mere 470 calling
males in 1993, the species
was formerly on the brink
of extinction in the UK.

Combined efforts from
RSPB Scotland, Scottish
Natural Heritage (SNH),
the Scottish Executive En-
vironment and Rural Af-
fairs Department
(SEERAD) and, crucially,

Future of

threatened species

could depend on

beef production

corncrake in Britain and Ire-
land has been more dra-
matic than that of any other
bird species since the late
19th century.’

During the last quarter of
that century, the corncrake
bred in every county of Brit-
ain and Ireland including all
but the most exposed is-
lands.

Corncrakes were found in
tall grass and herbs, particu-
larly in hay meadows.

Towards the end of the
19th century some writers
started to note that numbers
were decreasing.

Although it was recog-
nised that numbers varied
from year to year these writ-
ers linked a slight decline to
the increase in the mecha-
nisation of mowing.

These negative influences
continued throughout the

20th century, in particular
the introduction of tractors
to replace horses, and other
mechanical innovations, al-
lowed hay making to be
completed in a much shorter
time, so that the proportion
of hay meadows mowed
during the most vulnerable
part of the corncrakes
breeding season increased.

By 1972 the corncrake
had disappeared from most
of the mainland of Britain,
and population declines
continued except in the
Scottish islands of Lewis,
Coll and Tiree, where the
persistence of suitable hay
meadow habitats and late
mowing dates allow suc-
cessful breeding.

There is a strong correla-
tion between cattle keeping
and mixed agricultural sys-
tems, combining grazing

management with hay mak-
ing and forage areas for ar-
able cropping.

In addition to the
corncrake, these mixed
farmland habitats support a
diverse range of bird spe-
cies, including the declining
corn bunting and wading
birds such as lapwing.

Concerted action to help
corncrakes began in 1993
with the introduction of the
RSPB Scotland managed
Corncrake Initiative (sup-
ported by SNH and the
Scottish Crofting Founda-
tion).

The first population in-
creases followed in the mid
1990s.

The scheme makes pay-
ments available to crofters
and farmers with the birds
on their land to manage
their hay or silage fields
sensitively for corncrakes.

This worked in tandem
with dedicated management
on RSPB reserves.

RSPB Scotland has 15 re-
serves and management
agreement areas where
corncrakes are a priority
species, and these support a
large proportion of the total
UK population.

The society also works in
partnership with many other
land managers to benefit the
species.

In most cases the local
crofters and farmers, often
underpinned by a manage-
ment agreement, carry out

all the positive management
for corncrakes.

SNH runs a corncrake
management scheme,
which is available to croft-
ers and farmers within ar-
eas classified as Special
Protection Areas for the
species in the western and
northern islands of Scot-
land.

These sites cover about 40
per cent of the British
breeding population of
corncrakes. SNH can make
incentive payments avail-
able under their Natural
Care management pro-
gramme to pay for work to
benefit corncrakes.

The Rural Stewardship
Scheme operated by
SEERAD provides land
management incentives for
corncrakes.

Corncrakes arrive in Brit-
ain from late April and early
May after wintering in Af-
rica.

They begin nesting in late
May and lay between eight
and 12 eggs.

The key to increasing the
population is to create con-
ditions that allow the fe-
males to safely rear two
broods in a season.

During the breeding sea-
son the corncrake is rarely
seen.

It most commonly reveals
itself by its distinctive crek
crek call, which sounds like
a plastic comb being drawn
across a credit card edge.

The corncrake’s distinctive call may become but a memory.
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Courier & Advertiser

Campbeltown Motor Company

Telephone (01586) 552030 or cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk

PREMIUM PARTNER

Authorised to Repair and
Service ALL MAKES

MOTORING

Forget about joining the
gym or giving up
smoking – the new
year’s resolution
guaranteed to increase
your life expectancy is
to improve your driving.
Autocar magazine, in
conjunction with the
RAC Foundation, is
calling for changes in
thinking from the
government and from
Britain’s 32 million
driving licence holders
to raise driving stand-
ards.
“Rather than over
concentrating on speed
cameras, better driving
can also play a key part
in reducing the death
toll on Britain’s roads.
Most drivers pass their
test at 17 and then drive
for the rest of their lives
without even thinking
about re-training,“ .said
Autocar editor Rob
Aherne. ”Approximately
10 people are killed on
our roads every day.

AUTOCAR

AND RAC

FOUNDATION

URGE DRIVERS

TO MAKE A

NEW YEAR’S

RESOLUTION

TO SAVE LIVES

IN 2006

Many drivers take pride
in their cars, but if they
took the same pride in
their driving skills then
the UK’s roads would be
safer for everyone. Poor
driving affects more
than just the indi-
vidual.”
The Royal Society for
the Prevention of
Accidents states that in
95% of accidents human
error is a factor and
drivers with experience
of advanced driver
training are 20% less
likely to be involved in
a crash.
The Institute of Ad-
vanced Motorists goes
further by claiming
that drivers will be
66% less likely to
cause an accident if
they pass its advanced
driving test.
Edmund King, execu-
tive director of the
RAC Foundation, said:
”We all need to resolve
to take more pride in

our driving.  That can
be achieved as easily
as giving ourselves an
extra 10 minutes for
each journey to allevi-
ate the frustration and
road rage caused by
congestion.
”Equally, an advanced
driver-training course
could open many
drivers’ eyes to the
hazards that they have
been missing and to the
tactics they can adopt
to make our roads
much safer. Lives
would be saved if
every driver had a new
year’s resolution to
improve their driving.”
Top 5 Tips for

Safer Driving

Take advanced driving
tuition
Leave 10-minutes early
for each journey
Plan route
Drive according to
weather conditions
Ensure car is road-
worthy
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Oban, Campbeltown, Inveraray, Lochgilphead, 
Islay, Fort William, Ardnamurchan
£24,000 including overtime + Sharesave Scheme after qualifying
period + Pension + 5 weeks annual leave

This role involves: 
• The provision and repair of telephone lines within customers’ premises

and BT’s underground/overhead cable network 
• Working outdoors and at heights 
• Opportunities to work throughout the UK, often at short notice
• Excellent customer service skills

BT is an ‘Investors in People’ company and we strive to ensure that our workforce reflects
our customer base, BT welcomes applications from all sections of the community.

For more information, visit
www.hays.com/jobs/bt
or email your CV to btperm@hays.com 
or call Hays Construction & Property 
on 020 7259 8764.

Field Service
Engineer

RESERVATIONS

CLERK

Highland Heritage Coach Tours Ltd

Require Reservations Staff for their busy Administration Office.

Keyboard skills essential along with a pleasant telephone manner.

Training will be given. Full time position, must be flexible.

Shift work includes weekends and evenings. Live-in or out.

Please apply in writing with a current C.V to:

Ms Colleen Brown, Office Supervisor

Highland Heritage Centre Ltd, Central Admin Office,

Dalmally, Argyll PA33 1AY

Tel:- 01838 200393

Assistant Farm Manager
& Farm Technicians
Loch Bracadale – (Isle of Skye)
We are currently looking to identify suitably qualified
and highly motivated individuals to undertake the roles
of Assistant Farm Manager and Farm Technician at
the Companies new site on Loch Bracadale.  The site
is due to be stocked with approx 560,000 Q1 smolts
at the beginning of February 2006.

Assistant Farm Manager
The successful candidate will possess several years
experience of working on a salmon farm, have a sound
understanding of fish husbandry and be conscientious
in relation to recording and maintaining reliable data
records.  Good communication and planning skills are
also essential.  It is also a requirement of the post that
the incumbent be an effective deputy for the Manager.

Farm Technicians
The successful applicants will be required to carry out
a variety of duties including feeding, net changing and
other general farm tasks and be willing to work flexibly
to meet the demands of the job.  Full training will be
provided.

Both posts would be offered on a full-time, permanent
basis, working a 40 hour week

If you are interested in applying for either of these
vacancies,  please apply in writing no later than Friday
20th January 2006 to: Vicky Ferguson, Human
Resources Advisor, Marine Harvest (Scotland)
Limited, Business Resource Centre, Blar Mhor
Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 7PT.

1

APPRENTICE REFRIGERATION

TECHNICIAN

Following continued expansion a Full-Time salaried

position has become available. Applicants must be

able to demonstrate the following-

Keenness to learn, Quality conscious, Presentable,

Hardworking and Work as part of a Team, Reliable,

Numerate, Customer Aware.

-Immediate Start Available-

for further details and an application form please contact

Billy Forteith on 01631 569100

DRIVER (LGV)/STORE PERSON

Required for Multi-Drop delivery vehicle. This

position has been created as a result of continued

expansion and is a Full-Time position for the right

candidate.

Applicants must be able to demonstrate the following-

Clean Driving license to level 'C', be Presentable,

Reliable, Hardworking and Conscientious.

-Immediate Start Available-

for further details and an application form please contact

Ernie McInnes on 01631 569100

Forteith Foodservice, Glengallain Road,

Oban, Argyll. PA34 4HG

Tel-  (01631) 569 100   Fax- (01631) 570 380

www.forteith.co.uk

CASTLE SWEEN BAY

(HOLIDAYS) LIMITED

require an

ASSISTANT MANAGER
to help with the day-to-day running of this

static caravan park

Knowledge of plumbing, electrics and

general maintenance an advantage

Good pay and accommodation

Please telephone Mr E. McCreath on

01546 850 223

E-mail: eddy@ellary.com

Education, Culture & Sport

School Technician  
Ardnamurchan High School, £15,699 – £17,436
(unqualified), £17,877 – £20,169 (qualified), (requires
HNC, SVQ Level 3 or equivalent qualification 
in appropriate subject), 35 hrs per wk

You will be a well-motivated person with good experience
and qualifications in the areas of Science and Technology.
You will be flexible and able to turn your hand to a variety
of tasks, you will also have good communication skills
in order to work well with a wide range of staff and young
people. Most of all, you will have a genuine enthusiasm
for working within a school environment and committed
to high standards in carrying out your duties.

You are paid on the basis of 52 weeks per year including
payment for annual leave which should be taken during
school holidays.

Informal enquiries to Miss C MacDonald, tel (01397) 700105,
email Catherine.macdonald2@highland.gov.uk 
Ref: L/159/05 (Closing date: 20 January 2006)

Transport, Environmental & Community 

Recycling Operative
Fort William, £218.81 per wk, plus bonus, 37 hrs per wk

You will maximise and promote recycling within the area
and advise users on waste segregation, site use and
facilities. You will be a motivated, flexible individual with
interest in recycling issues and an awareness of health and
safety, you will also be able to work on your own initiative
within set guidance.

Hours of work are Monday to Thursday 9.30am-5.30pm
and Friday 9.15am-5.15pm with occasional weekend
working on a rota basis, for which appropriate allowances
will be paid.

Interviews to be held on Friday 20 January 2006.

Informal enquiries to Andy Tuckwood, tel (01397) 709016
or Ian Cameron, tel (01397) 709027. Ref: L/160/05
(Closing date: 13 January 2006)  

Application packs are available from our website 
or by telephoning, quoting relevant reference:

Ref: L/159/05 – Staffing Unit, tel (01349) 868640
(voicemail 24 hours )

Ref: L/160/05  – Transport, Environmental &
Community, tel (01397) 709000 (during office hours),
email: lochaber.tecsadmin@highland.gov.uk

www.highland.gov.uk/jobs
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AT DOLPHIN YOU CAN EXPECT:
• A salary of £27K per annum plus bonus of £5K based on quality

and productivity
• Fully expensed van • Paid holidays
• Provision of site survey and plans
• Delivery of all equipment to site • Full technical backup

Only applicants with experience of high quality, domestic bathroom installations
need apply. Successful applicants will need to demonstrate proficiency in

plumbing, tiling and plastering.

For more details please call 01902 483100/483037

EMPLOYED
BATHROOM

FITTERS
Required in Oban and West Highland Areas

COURIER/DRIVERS

Highland Heritage Limited require Courier/Drivers, minimum age 25,

clean PVC essential. Live-in or live-out. Based in Tyndrum/Dalmally area.

Uniform and training provided.

Apply in writing, with CV, to:

Mrs Colman, Operations Manager,

Highland Heritage Coach Tours,

Dalmally, Argyll, PA33 1AY

SLATER /

ROUGHCASTER

Wanted for the Alexandra Hotel, Oban

CIS required

Phone Jim Ronald on

07887 886333

JOB VACANCIES

TSL has the following vacancies due to recent awards of several

contracts in North Argyll and Mull:

Site-Based Engineer

General Foreman

Skilled Labourers

Owing to holiday period please apply in writing

or telephone after January 9, 2006

Tel: 01680 812475   Fax: 01680 812393

E-mail: info@tslcontractors.co.uk

Telephone/Fax/E-mail:

TSL Contractors Ltd, Craignure, Isle of Mull,

PA65 6AY

TSL Contractors Ltd

Craignure, Isle of Mull

Argyll  PA65 6AY

Tel: 01680 812475

Email: info@tslcontractors.co.ukPS/06/03 – Electrical Fitter ( two posts)
Salary: Dependent on skills and experience

We are currently recruiting electrical fitters to form a small team, undertaking
duties within the Programmes team.  Although based in Fort William, travel
throughout Highland, Argyll, Cowal and the Islands will be required, which
may include some overnight stays.
The main duties of the post are substation maintenance, inspection, fault
repairs and construction up to 33kV.
As an important member of the multi-skilled team responsible for the operation
and maintenance of the distribution network, it is essential that the successful
applicants have completed apprenticeships in electrical or mechanical
engineering, hold a current driving licence and have good communication
skills.

There will be a requirement to take part in the local out of hours standby rota.
Please send your CV quoting reference number PS/06/03 to Annjanet
Gardiner, Human Resources, Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road,
Perth, PH1 3AQ.  Closing date for applications is Friday 20 January 2006.

SCOTTISH AND SOUTHERN ENERGY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES EMPLOYER

PART-TIME
EARLY

MORNING
CLEANERS

required
for local retail outlet

in
LOCHGILPHEAD
Monday-Saturday
Two hours per day

Contact
0141 956 2400

for local interview

Drive Times

Cars and Commercial Vehicles

Finished in Silver Metallic with Charcoal leather interior. Reg

Sept 2001. Full SAAB dealership service history. 45,000 miles.

Factory alarm and immobiliser, traction control, parking assist

etc etc. Superb condition.

£11,995

Telephone

01631 710553 or 07747 695309

SAAB 9-5 AERO 2.3

HOT 4 DOOR

1996 one years mot full service history alloys CD player very

good condition any inspection welcome

£2950 no offers

Telephone

01586 552283 or 07789034353

TOYOTA 4X4 HI LUX

2.5 DIESEL

1995. 300tdi V.G.C.

9 months mot & 6

months tax, good

tyres, generally very

clean.

Telephone

01631 566100

or

0779 6648482

LANDROVER DISCOVERY

£2,750 o.n.o. for quick sale

Buyers should note where

standardised silhouettes

are used they do not

accurately represent the

vehicle being sold
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PUBLIC NOTICES

CONDITIONS OF
ACCEPTANCE FOR
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions

which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications

owned by The Oban Times Limited.

Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, The Oban Times

Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.

The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and

provides advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of

advertising materials to the public within these publications.

1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful

and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all

other codes.

2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular

advertisement.

3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the

advertisement by giving reasonable notice.

4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on

acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether

placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the

Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the

publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the

whole cost of the advertisement.

6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts

and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the

Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that

matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such

other Court as the Publisher may choose.

7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage

occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of

publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which

any advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any

error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or

part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the

advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case

may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No

re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error,

misprint or omission does not materially detract from the

advertisement.

8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within

fourteen days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total

liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed

the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for

the particular advertisement in connection with which liability

arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type

and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with

which liability arose.

9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the

Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling

upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened

legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in

any one or more of a series of advertisements published in

accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in

pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance

of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must

be agreed with the Publisher in advance.

11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15

days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the

invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge

late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a

daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the

Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an

administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher

reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an

additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though

it has been raised with the original invoice.

12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of

our conditions.

SURGERIES
Councillor Donald Kelly (E.W.1 South 
Kintyre) will not be holding a surgery 
this month.

Councillor Alistair McKinlay (E.W. 2 Campbeltown Central) will not 
be holding a surgery this month.

Councillor Rory Colville (E.W.3 East Central Kintyre) will not be 
holding a surgery this month but his constituents can contact him at 
home on Tel: 01586 820 209.

Councillor John McAlpine (E.W. 4 North & West Kintyre) will not be 
holding a surgery this month but his constituents can contact him on 
tel: 01880 820 196 or through the Members Services Unit at Argyll and 
Bute Council on tel: 01546 604261.

Councillor Alison Hay (E.W. 7 Craignish-Glenaray) will not be holding 
a surgery this month but her constituents can contact her at home on 
Tel: 01546 886 213 or through the Members Services Unit on 

Tel: 01546 604 261

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

PROPERTY

LOCHGILPHEAD : 17 MEADOWS ROAD
SUPERB DETACHED VILLA

for sale
Lounge, dining room, utility room, kitchen, cloaks, three
double bedrooms, (master en-suite) and family bathroom.

Fully double glazed
Total Control central heating throughout

Very spacious   ::   Must view
Offers over £159,000

Telephone Mr Hodge on 01546 600300 for viewing

PERSONALS

CHRISTINE JOHNSTON

BEINN BHAN

Words cannot describe the fantastic and overwhelming

reception I received when my dear niece Lesley took

me out for a "quiet bar meal" to celebrate my 60th

birthday.  The Argyll Arms was packed with all my

family and very dear friends, whom I would like to

thank, along with everyone else, who bestowed

beautiful cards, flowers, gifts and messages of

congratulations upon me.  Thank you to all who

contributed towards the delicious buffet, to Neil,

Moira and Paul who chauffeured before, during and

after the evening, to Caroline and Lorna for "Christine

at 60" in verse, to all my little singers and also Murdo

who delighted us with a rare solo performance -

Moran Taing, the very talented John Summers who

played every tune that was requested, special thanks

to Josie for the beautifully decorated birthday cake.

The biggest surprise of the night was the appearance of

the Essex boy who had been held hostage for 24 hours!

The greatest gift of all is the love and devotion of my

boys Barrie and Craig and my lovely daughter-in-law

Vivienne.  God bless and a Happy and Prosperous

New Year to you all.

HAPPY 40TH

on the 4th Jan

SHIRLEY

HAPPY 16th

RONALD

on the 15th Jan

From R. L. C. S. S.

Ha Ha! On the 8th
of January

Have a Smashing
18th Birthday

Graham

from Gran & Paps.

You won't be here for your special day

You'll be back in the army or on your way

But here's a few words I wanted to say

On this the occasion of your

eighteenth birthday.

You came into my world, a bouncing boy

And brought me from then, so much joy

You were always to me a special child

Unlike Megan, you were oh! so mild.

You broke my heart when you went away

But I knew in Campbeltown you could not stay

Graham, my boy, you've made me so proud

And to me you'll always stand out in a crowd.

I think you know I love you to bits

So at your party I'll let you get blitzed.

Lots of love from Mum XXX

Happy 18th

Birthday

GRAHAM

There was a tulip from

Rotterdam

Who fell for a toyboy

from Nottingham

Well 5 children later

Her petals aren't fading

And at 50 looks better

than the lot of 'em

Love from All the Boys



Make sure everyone knows exactly who the experts are!

Book your discounted package deal now – telephone

01546 60 2345

SOME THINGS ARE BEST LEFT

TO THE EXPERTS . . .
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EDITING

Whole projects or

piecework undertaken

Well presented and

highly accurate work -

great rates.

No deadline too sharp!

Call Jane on

01546 603063

EDITORIAL SERVICES

Pick the carpet or vinyl of your

choice to go with your room's décor.

All work guaranteed.

Call now for a free estimate

Tel/fax  01546 886 206

Mobile 07919 541826

Carpets - vinyl - laminate - hardwood - rugs
1

FLOOR COVERINGS

HEATING & PLUMBING SERVICES

D. M. Electronics

Fixed price

TV, Video and

Hi-Fi Repairs

Covering Kintyre & Mid Argyll

Collection & delivery

can be arranged

Telephone: 01546 606697

www.dm-electronics.co.uk

TV : VIDEO : STEREO

REMOVALS

COMPUTERS

HOOK DATA

SERVICES

•Hardware, Software

•Advice, Repairs

•Consumables

Crinan Harbour by

Lochgilphead PA31 8SW

Tel: 01546 830157

Call in

or phone

Offers  information and

support and refuge (if

needed) to women and

children (if any) who

have been or are being

abused by their

partner/ex partner

Telephone:
08702 413548 or

01586 550222
This is a free and

confidential service

Argyll and
Bute

Women’s
Aid

COUNSELLING

ARGYLL HOME
AND CHIMNEY

SERVICES
CHIMNEYS SWEPT
BRUSH AND
VACUUM
Covering Argyll
including Oban
and Kintyre
Telephone:
01546 603203
e-mail:
sailwest2000@tiscali.co.uk

CHIMNEY SERVICES

Installers of Quality Conservatories

HOME

IMPROVEMENTSG.M. GLASS

Sash Windows - Hardwood & PVCu

Window and Conservatory repair service

(misted units replaced)

WINDOWS • DOORS • PATIO DOORS • KITCHENS

Tel/Fax 01436 677861

Unit 2,  27 East King Street Helensburgh

www.gmglass.co.uk

HOME  IMPROVEMENTS

PRINTERS



LIVING STONES
CHRISTIAN CENTRE

KILMARTIN
Sunday 8 January 2006

11 a.m. Worship Service for All
Ages followed by light lunch
Speaker: Graham McLean
Thursday 12 January 2006

7.30 p.m.
Praise, worship and sharing

All welcome
‘Come and see’

LOCHGILPHEAD
PARISH CHURCH
Sunday 8 January 2006

Service ...................... 11 a.m.
Rev. Hilda Smith

All welcome
Tuesday 10 January 2006

The guild meets at 7.30 p.m.
Yorkhill Children’s Foundation

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

Sunday 8 January 2006
11.15 a.m.

Morning Worship
Creche in Church (0-3 years)

Junior Sunday School in
Kirk Street Hall

Senior Sunday School
at Church

6.30 p.m. ..... Evening Service
Kirk Street Hall

Monday 9 January 2006
8 p.m. Young Women’s Group

Kirk Street Hall
Tuesday 10 January 2006
Badminton Club resumes

Kirk Street Hall
6.30 p.m.-7.45 p.m., P1s-P5s

7.45 p.m. - 9 p.m.
P6 upwards

Cost £1 (includes tuck)
Rev. Michael J. Lind

Everyone very welcome

NORTH KNAPDALE
PARISH CHURCH
Sunday 8 January 2006

Bellanoch .............. 11.30 a.m.
Preacher: Margaret  Sinclair

Enquiries: 01546 606926
www.argyllcommunities.org/

NKNAPDALECOFS

SPRINGBANK
EVANGELICAL

CHURCH

75 Longrow, Campbeltown
Services, Sunday 8 January

Breaking of Bread Service
10 a.m.

Coffee 10.45 a.m.
11.15 a.m. ... Family Service

with Sunday School and
Creche

7.30 p.m. Prayer Meeting
All welcome

For other enquiries contact
The Church Office

01586 551200
www.springbankchurch.co.uk

Pastor: Chris Holden
For Furniture Recycling

Project call 551547

Argyll Street, Campbeltown
(A Province of the Anglican

Communion)
Sunday 8 January 2006

1st Sunday after Epiphany
8.30 a.m. .... Holy Communion

10.45 a.m.
Family Communion

Details of services are on
the Church door

Enquiries to
Rev. A. J. Williamson

Telephone 01586 551478

LORNE AND
LOWLAND PARISH

CHURCH
CAMPBELTOWN

Saturday 7 January 2006
Walking Group meet in
Car Park at 10.30 a.m.

Sunday 8 January 2006
Morning Worship at 11.15 a.m.

Creche, Sunday School,
Bible Class

Evening Worship at 6.30 p.m.
Monday 9 January

The  Guild at 7.30 p.m.
Tuesday 10 January
Mothers and Toddlers

at 9.45 a.m.
Friday 13 January

Lunch Club at 12.15 p.m.

TARBERT LINKED
KILBERRY

Sunday 8 January 2006
11.30 a.m. ....... Tarbert Church

‘No God – No Peace
Know God – Know Peace’

Mr James MacLellan
(Ardrishaig)

CHRIST CHURCH
LOCHGILPHEAD

Sunday 8 January 2006
9 a.m. ...................... Eucharist
11 a.m. Eucharist with Hymns

ARDRISHAIG  AND
SOUTH KNAPDALE

PARISHES
Come and worship the Lord
Sunday 8 January 2006

Ardrishaig at 11 a.m.
Achahoish at 12.30 p.m.

Burnside Street, Campbeltown

Funerals carried out in Campbeltown,

Kintyre and throughout the UK

For personal attention assured at all times

Telephone Alasdair or Kenneth
(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473

Est. 1978
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TEXT

FOR THE WEEK

Jesus said: ‘You are my friends

if you do what I command’

(John 15:14)

BIRTHS

BINNIE – Alex and Isla are
delighted to announce the
safe arrival of Erin Beth on
December 21, 2005; a wee
sister for Shannon. Thanks to
Southern General and
Campbeltown hospitals.

ENGAGEMENTS

AITKEN–STEVENSON –
Both families are pleased to
announce the engagement of
Mhairi, daughter of Malcolm
and Helen Aitken, Inveraray,
to Jim, elder son of Jim and
Cathie Stevenson of
Dunfermline.

ROBINSON – COUSIN – It
is with pleasure that the
engagement is announced
between Mr Alasdair Nichol-
son Robinson, youngest son
of Mr and Mrs Sandy
Robinson, of Mugdock Road,
Milngavie, and Dr Rhona
MacLeod Cousin, daugher of
Mr and Mrs Alastair Cousin,
of Southpark, Campbeltown.

DEATHS

MacKAY – Peacefully, at the
Campbeltown Hospital, on
January 1, 2006, Dolina
Morrison McBean (Lena), in her
78th year, dearly beloved wife
of the late Jock MacKay, loving
mother of Ronnie and Mairi-
Christeen, daughter of Mary
Hall and a much loved granny
of Ashley, Gregor and Gareth.
McKINLAY – Peacefully,
after a short illness at Eltham,
London, on December 23,
2005, John McKinlay in his
85th year, much loved
husband, father, grandfather,
uncle and friend. Funeral
service at 3 p.m. on January
11, 2006, at Eltham Crema-
torium. No flowers please,
donations in lieu to the Red
Cross. Sadly missed by friends
and relatives in Campbeltown.
McPHEE – Peacefully, in the
Kintyre Care Centre, Campbel-
town, on December 31, 2005,
Jean Gilchrist, in her 92nd year,
Killellan Lodge, Campbel-
town, dearly beloved wife of
the late James R. McPhee,
formerly of Pennygown Farm,
Campbeltown, dearly loved
mother of Duncan and
Margaret, a much loved and
loving grand-mother, great-
grandmother and sister.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

CRAWFORD – Duncan,
Robert and Margaret-Jane
would like to thank all family
and friends for their support,
expressions of sympathy and
cards received following their
recent very sad loss. Special
thanks to staff at Mid Argyll
and Western Infirmary
Hospitals, as well as the
ambulance service, for their
care of Margaret over the
years. Rev. Walter Ritchie is
thanked for a comforting
service, as well as Donald
MacDonald, funeral direc-
tors, and the Stag Hotel for
providing dignified services.
Thank you to everyone who
paid their last respects at
church and graveside. The
collection raised £320 for the
Renal Unit, Western Infirmary.

GATNER – Thank you to all
of our family, friends,
neighbours and colleagues for
the kind support and sympathy
received in our recent loss of
Andy. Special thanks to
doctors, hospital staff and
ambulance crews for their care
and kindness; to Rev. Roy Flatt
for a comforting service and
support; to Donald Mac-
Donald, funeral directors, for
a most efficient and
professional service; to Alan
MacDonald for his comfort-
ing words at the service; to
Randolph Scott for piping; to
the Stag Hotel for an excellent
purvey; and to all who paid
their respects at the Crema-
torium and Church, where
£900 was received in donations
for Cancer Research.
–Sarah, Rita, Andrew and Sean.

HOLMES – The family of the
late Joyce Holmes, would like
to thank Billy Johnstone, of the
Society of Friends, most
sincerely, for his involvement
with their mother, and for his
part in her funeral service at
Christ Church, Lochgilphead,
on December 22, 2005.

McKECHNIE – Neil and
family wish to thank most
sincerely all relatives, friends
and neighbours for letters,
cards and many telephone calls
received in their recent sad
loss. Special thanks to family,
doctors, district nurses, doctors
and nurses at Falkirk Infirmary,
Strathcarron Hospice and also
Macmillan Nurses for all their
support and loving care.
Thanks also to Rev. S. Coats
and to all who paid their last
respects in church and at
graveside. Thanks also to all
who donated £480 to
Strathcarron Hospice and
Macmillan Nurses.

PRENTICE – The family of
the late Catherine and Jimmy
Prentice would like to thank
everyone for kind support and
expressions of sympathy, and
for cards, telephone calls and
floral tributes received in the
recent sad loss of  both of their
parents. Special thanks to
doctors and staff at Tarbert
Surgery, Lorne and Islands
District General Hospital
Oban, and Kintyre Nursing
Home, Campbeltown, for the
kind care and attention
received, thanks also to Rev.
Bill Gray, who officiated at the
services, and for his kind words
of comfort; to Stan Lupton,
funeral directors, for
professional services; Hen-
derson Hiring for kind
provision of transport; Tarbert
Hotel for catering; and to all
who paid their last respects at
church and graveside.

THOMSON – The family of
the late James Thomson wish
to thank all relatives, friends
and neighbours for the phone
calls, cards and flowers
received following their recent
sad loss.  Sincere thanks to all
the staff and ambulance crews
at Inveraray and Lochgilphead
and also the staff, at both the
Southern General Hospital and
the Beatson Oncology Centre,
Glasgow.  Thanks also to Rev.
Brian Wilkinson and Dr Roddy
MacLeod for their very kind
words of comfort at this sad
time, to Stan Lupton, funeral
direc-tors, for their excellent
service and professional
guidance and to the Quarry
View for their fine catering.  A
final thank you to all who paid
their last respects and donated
the sum of £140 to Cancer
Research.

IN MEMORIAM

ANGUS/PATERSON – For
our dear friends Judi and
Emma.
You are our two angels
watching over us

You’ll always be special
And shine in our lives
Our two bright stars
shining down

You’ll always be a part of
our lives

And we’ll have you in our
hearts ’til the end.

We miss you more and
more each day.

– Love forever, The Girls
 X X X

GILLIES – Remembering
with love my husband, Ian,
passed away January 5, 1996;
and my parents, Archie and
Margaret Bruce, passed away
December 19, 1976 and
January 1, 1999, sadly missed
father and grandparents of
Lorne, Ailsa, Shian and Shuna.
Those we love don’t go away,
But walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard, but always

near,
Still loved and missed and

very dear.
– Iona and family, Kilmartin
and away.

KILPATRICK – In loving
memory of a dearly missed
wife, mother and grand-
mother, Fiona Kilpatrick (née
McPherson), who we sadly
lost on January 6, 2002.
– Love, Angus, sen., Angus,
jun., Sandra and Eric, Aimee,
Laura and Lewis.

McCALLUM – Archie
(Caddy), died January 6, 1993.
Always remembered.
–Tessa and family.

McGLYNN – In loving
memory of my dear husband,
John Charles, who passed
away January 12, 2004.
Two years since that sad day
when God called you home

Now at peace, your suffering
gone

Forever in our thoughts.
– From Margaret and all the
family.

McKINLAY – In loving
memory of my dear wife,
Babs, who died January 4,
2004.
May the winds of heaven
blow gently

And whisper for you to hear
That I still love and miss you
Always wishing you were
here

Every day I think of you
I miss you more and more
Just wishing I could see you
Come walking through the
door

Time has not healed my
heartache

Or stopped my falling tears
I cherish still the memories
Of the one I loved so dear.
– From your loving husband,
Willie.

McMILLAN – In loving
memory of my dear husband
William (Bill), who died
January 5, 2000.
God saw you getting tired
When a cure was not to be
He closed His arms around
you

And whispered come to me
So keep your arms around
him, Lord

And give him special care
Make up for all he suffered
And all that seemed unfair
– From his wife Mary, sons
Robert and Laurence and all
the family at home and away.

THE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND

CUMLODDEN
LOCHFYNESIDE AND

LOCHGAIR
Sunday 8 January 2006

Returning By Another Route
(Matthew 2:12)

CUMLODDEN (Furnace)
10.30 a.m.

LOCHFYNESIDE (Minard)
12 noon

Seirbheis Ghaidhlig
Monthly Gaelic Service

LOCHGAIR ............... 3 p.m.
Rev. Roderick MacLeod

All welcome

GLASSARY,
KILMARTIN and
FORD PARISH

CHURCH

Sunday 8 January 2006
Kilmartin ..................... 10 a.m.
Preacher: Margaret Sinclair

All most welcome

CAMPBELTOWN
FULL GOSPEL

CHURCH

Sunday 8 January 2006
The Town Hall, Campbeltown

11 a.m.
Praise and Worship

Speaker: Rev. Stuart McLean

LOCHGILPHEAD
 BAPTIST
CHURCH
All Welcome

Sunday 8 January 2006
Pastor: Andrew Miles

11 a.m. .......... Morning Service
with Communion
Evening Service

Bible Study
Discipleship Course Restarts

Monday 9 January 2006
10.30 a.m.

Ladies’ Meeting Restarts
Monday 9 January 2006

with David and Helen Herron
(Peru)

Wednesday 11 January 2006
Prayer Meeting ............. 7 p.m.

Friday 13 January 2006
Jumpstart Group Restarts

10 a.m.

SALVATION ARMY
Burnside Street, Campbeltown

Sunday Services
10.30 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Tuesday     12.30 p.m.

Pensioners’ Lunch Club
1.45 p.m. Home League

(Ladies’ Meeting)
Thursday   11.30 a.m.

Meet ’n’ Eat Cafe
New-to-You Stall

Bible Study ............... 7 p.m.
A warm welcome to all



Pupils and

Boys to

return to

action

TOMORROW (Saturday)
Campbeltown Pupils are at
home to Viewfield Rovers in
a Scottish Cup third round
replay.

The teams fought out a
very exciting draw three
weeks ago at Lochwinnoch
and another hard game is
expected as Viewfield are
one of the top amateur clubs
in the country.

Tomorrow’s match will
kick off at 1.30pm at Kintyre
Park.

The early kick off is re-
quired in case the game is
drawn and extra time and
penalties are required to see
who will travel to Leith Ath-
letic in the fourth round next
Saturday (January 14).

Campbeltown Boys are
also scheduled to return to
action tomorrow after a
break for the festive period.

The Boys are at home to
Clydebank College in a
match which could be vital
to their hopes of climbing
the table.

The game is due to kick off
at 2pm at the Meadows with
referee Lenny Shields in
charge.

The Courier’s sport review of 2005
January

� Kintyre was well repre-
sented at the Argyll and
Bute Junior Badminton
Championships in Lochgil-
phead, with an amazing
five out of the 10 trophies
coming home to the penin-
sula.
� Matthew turner from
Kilkenzie had an excep-
tional weekend at the West
of Scotland Indoor Athlet-
ics Championships in
Glasgow, winning a haul of
trophies and being named
the top Argyll athlete.

February
� Four teams from Argyll
qualified for the Scottish
Sports Hall Athletics Final.
The teams were made up of
several Campbeltown ath-
letes including Heather
Lazarus, Christopher
Thomson, Alex Pajak and
Jennifer Galbraith.
� Kilkenzie athlete Mat-
thew Turner added another
medal to his ever-growing
collection at the Scottish
Indoor Age Group Cham-
pionships when he came
third in the under-17s 800
metres event.
� A young team of foot-
ballers from Campbeltown
Grammar School battled it

� Hugh McCorkindale and
Catherine McEachran were
named the champions at
Campbeltown Bowling
Club’s carpet prize giving.
� Campbeltown Tartan
Army marched into the
semi finals of the TA Cup
with a comfortable win over
the defending champions
from Kirkcaldy before
crashing out at the semi-fi-
nal stage after a 6-2 defeat
against East of Scotland TA.
� Machrihanish Golf Club
was voted 39th in top
American golf magazine
Golf Digest’s list of the best
golf courses in the world
outside of the USA.

May
� The Campbeltown
Grammar School girls trav-
elled to Lesser Hampden to
take part in the regional fi-
nal of the Coca-Cola 7s,
seven-a-side football tour-
nament. The girls played
some entertaining football
but this was not enough to
make it into the final.
� Matthew Turner and

Gary Turner from Kilken-
zie and Alex Pajak from
Campbeltown brought
home medals from the
West of Scotland Track and
Field Championships in
Glasgow.

June
� Kintyre was well rep-
resented amongst the
prizewinners at the Bell
Lawrie Scottish Series
with Alastair Cousin fin-
ishing fifth overall in the
CYCA Class 8 with his
yacht Carna.
� Shirley Bannatyne,
Shona Anderson, Ria
Johnston and Bobbie
Robertson from Campbel-
town Bowling Club quali-
fied for the final of the
Scottish Bowls Champion-
ship.
Our sports review will be
concluded next week.

out to win an Argyll five-a-
side competition in the Vic-
toria Hall.
� Campbeltown Pupils
reached the last 16 of the
Scottish Cup, equalling
their record of being the
only Argyll club to reach
that stage of the competi-
tion.
� A new-look Campbel-
town cricket team was
formed to compete in an Ar-
gyll League.
� Campbeltown Boys hit
double figures against
Whitehill with a 10-0 win.
� All four Argyll teams
qualified for the UK

Sports Hall Athletics final.
� Dalintober Primary
School won the Kintyre
area competition of the na-
tional first shinty tourna-
ment.

March
Matthew Turner and Alex
Pajak did incredibly well at
the Scottish Indoor Athlet-
ics Championship, nar-
rowly missing out on taking
home medals.
� The Campbeltown
Grammar School girls
qualified for the second
round of the Scottish Foot-
ball Association’s Coca-
Cola 7s before going on to

make it into the semi-finals.
� Alex Pajak was 13th
overall at the UK final of
Sports Hall Athletics whilst
Kelly McSporran was 12th
in the standing long jump
and Heather Lazarus was
10th in the vertical jump.
� Campbeltown Pupils’
fine Scottish Cup run came
to an end in the last 16 after
a 1-0 extra-time defeat in a
seventh round replay at Kin-
tyre Park.

April
� The Meadows View Pa-
vilion changing room and
shower block in Campbel-
town was officially opened.

Eve Gaughan named and opened the Meadows View Pavilion in April.

www.campbeltowncourier.co.uk

Special Offer

KRISP Printing & Stationery Co.
Burnbank, Burnside Street, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6JD

Tel: 01586 554975 Fax: 01586 554903
Email: staff@otkrisp.fsnet.co.uk

Contact us at:

A4 Copy Paper
1 Ream - £2.39 + VAT or  1 Box - £10.95 + VAT

For use on all copiers, laser and inkjet printers

(500 sheets) (2500 sheets)Sport
All types of printwork undertaken:-

letterheads, invoices, business cards,

leaflets, raffle tickets, wedding stationery

Published by the Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre,
Main and Longrow South, Campbeltown (01586) 554646

 and
 The Argyllshire Advertiser,

Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, PA31 8NB (01546) 602345.

Registered at the Post Office as a Newspaper

*[HhbEgB/485019]ŸŸŸ+M-nŸ.

I enclose £1 (note) for 10 crosses (tick box) � The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 10,

but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.

No photocopies allowed.

You agree to abide by the rules.

How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Ten crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Ball’ Competition, Campbeltown Courier,

Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

WIN

’’’’’Spot thSpot thSpot thSpot thSpot the Ball’e Ball’e Ball’e Ball’e Ball’

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT

£2300

All you have

 to do

We have removed the football from

the photograph opposite.  Now look

carefully at the position of the

players and use your skill and

judgement to place a cross at the

exact point where you think the

centre of the ball was.  You may

have a maximum of 10 attempts on

this coupon at a cost of £1.  If you

wish to have more attempts, you

must enter on separate coupons.

The game starts with a jackpot of £250

and will increase by £50 per week until

it is won outright.

  To win the jackpot, the centre of your

cross must be in the exact centre of the

ball.

Entry will be void if crosses overlap.

Prizes will be shared between those

submitting correct entries.

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near

miss’ prizes of £25 will be awarded.

When the jackpot is won, no other

prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter

Cut out your completed coupon and

put your entry plus £1 (note not coin)

per 10 attempts into a sealed envelope

and post it to reach "Spot the Ball"

Competition, The Campbeltown

Courier, Courier Centre, Main &

Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll

PA28 6AE by 4pm on a Tuesday

  You may hand it into The Courier

Centre, Main & Longrow South,

Campbeltown by the same time.

Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules

No responsibility will be accepted for entries

which are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of

posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The company’s decision will be final on all

matters relating to the competition and no

correspondence will be entered into. The final

decision rests with the Company.

In the event of more than one correct entry,

the jackpot will be shared equally between all

winning entries. Any decision regarding the

awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion

of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare

the competition null and void at any time,

subject to its discretion and to make full refund

of the price of the coupon to any person who

has entered the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their

immediate relatives and any persons otherwise

connected with the competition are ineligible

to enter.

WIN

£2300This week’s two near misses who each receive £25 are: Mrs Jenny Goodman, Stronvaar,
Kilkerranan Road, Campbeltown and Agnes Conley, 45 Castle Acres, Campbeltown
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