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Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 600242 Fax: 01770 600714

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers

Full Design Service • Extensions Alterations • Repairs • Joinery 

Concrete Surfacing • Excavation & Drainage

Any Job  Large or Small • Estimates Free

REPORT
by JENNIFER LYON

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Advice Centre petition 

Church housing plans 
halted by
bank
demands

Former volunteer Hazel McCully and CAB user Richard Craig, left, are pictured with 
Dave Patterson who presented the petition to representatives of NACAS. 01_b49cab02

Opposed

Planned

Unhappy

‘We have decided to withdraw the 
application to buy Sannox Church’

brodick - t. 01770 302234
w w w . a u c h r a n n i e . c o . u k

Friday 3rd December
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport £30.00

Prestwick Airport £25.00

Glasgow Centre £38.00

Irvine £15.00

Crosshouse £21.00

Kilmarnock £23.00

Troon Harbour £21.00        

Ayr £30.00

Ayr Hospital £32.00

Seamill Hydro £14.00

Largs £21.00

Let us transport you 

DIRECT
to your destination

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Looking for a 
Christmas gift 

that’s really 
different?

Give someone the 
history of their family.

Researched and 
presented in a gift album.

Tel 01770 860211
www.myscottishheritage.co.uk

FOR LANDSCAPING & GROUND WORKS 
See: www.broombrae.co.uk & the Arran Index

Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434 

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk 
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS  
&  GARDENS LTD isle of arran.

 from Braehead Farm, Sliddery 
Delivered frozen to your door, at a time convenient to you.

No order too small.
For orders or Pricelist contact Braehead Beef & Lamb 

Tel 870348

ARRAN
REARED BEEF

& LAMBFree Range 
Eggs

Available

-
day.

As well as all the usual country and craft fare, there was piping
hot mulled wine on offer courtesy of Bruno Baumgartner. The

December 18.

The hardy path workers who
have been living and working

were due to move out this
week.

Half a dozen men have been
living in portable huts near the

Intention of 
theft
On Thursday 25 November
a 17-year-old Lamlash man
was arrested in Market Road,
Brodick at 9.30pm and charged
with being on premises with
the intention of committing
theft.

Festive drink 
driving
campaign
drink driving campaign will be
in operation from December 6
to January 3.

Motorists can expect a higher
police presence on the roads
during that time.

‘There will be more patrols
and we will be more pro-

Light snowfalls in west
and north of the island
gave youngsters an early
opportunity for sledging and
snowballing.

In Lochranza seven-year-
old Nicol Weir made an
impressive looking snowman
in the distillery grounds, with
a little help from his dad,

Christmas extravaganza raises 
RDA funds 
The Arran Riding for Disabled Group raised an impressive
amount of money at their Christmas Extravaganza in Brodick

Riding for the Disabled, I would like to thank everyone who

we raised just under £1,600.

additional tables at the last minute, to all the businesses who
donated goods, all our volunteers and riders who helped and
everyone who supported us on the day – a huge thank you.’

Lucy Wallace on the RSPB stall at the Kilmory market 
with sisters Abbie and Erin Mulholland. 02_b49mar01

Christmas market  
in Kilmory Hall

Right: Nicol Weir and 
his dad Scott with their 

snowman at the distillery.     
02_b49snw01

active, with more vehicles
being stopped. We will be
checking for vehicle defects
and drink driving.’

Three motorists were stopped
in Lamlash last Monday
morning and warned with
regard to the manner of their

operating a speed gun in the

‘Motorists are not heeding
the speed limit. The standard
of driving on the island is an
issue.’

Arrested
A 23-year-old Whiting Bay
man was arrested on warrant
last Friday 26 November and
detained in custody in Lamlash
to appear at Kilmarnock

top of Goatfell and repairing
high level paths for most of
the summer.

Flown out
Now that their work is com-

pleted, the huts are being
-

ridon for another path as-
signment. Brodick Castle
administrator Ken Thorburn

done a very good job.
‘Everything comes down

from the hill and there will

be no trace of them, apart
from the improved paths and
drains.

‘Having them living on the
hill saved so much time going
up and down each day. It was
a godsend.’

First
snowman
of the
season in
Lochranza
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 PAINT
•Emulsions
•Glosses & Undercoats
•Mixing Service
•Contract Paint 10ltr
•Masonry Paint
•Varnishes
•Woodstain
•Floorpaint
•Primers
•Shed & Fence Treatment
•Decking Stains
•All Sundries
•Lining Paper
•Easytex Wallpaper

M.B.S.
B U I L D I N G  a n d T I M B E R  S U P P L I E S

Whiting Bay 700202

OPEN Monday-Saturday 8.00 a.m.- 5 p.m.

A report last Tuesday by NHS 
QIS (Quality Improvement 
Scotland) named Arran War 
Memorial Hospital as one of 
12 ‘at which infection preven-
tion practices were poor’.

Now Dr Bob Masterton, 
Executive Medical Director 
of Ayrshire and Arran Health 
Board has hit back at this 
charge. 

He said: ‘On behalf of Ayr-
shire and Arran NHS Board 
and our hard-working staff, 
I would like to correct NHS 
QIS’s statement that three of 
our hospitals are among those 
where ‘practice was poor with 
regard to staff taking precau-
tions to prevent the spread of 
infection’.

‘This indictment about our 
hospitals does not appear in 
the HEI (Healthcare Envi-
ronment Inspection) annual 
report for 2009/10. 

‘Nor is there any reference 
to evidence of poor prac-

tice in any of the individual 
HEI inspection reports into 
Ayr, Crosshouse and Arran 
War Memorial Hospitals,’ he 
added.

‘Indeed, the HEI visit to 
Arran War Memorial stated 
that ‘Arran War Memorial 
Hospital provided a good 
example of a remote hospital 
integrated with the wider 
NHS board HAI strategy and 
activity’.

‘I am therefore extremely 
disappointed that information 
given to the media was at 

the individual reports on our 
hospitals.

‘At the time of the inspec-
tion visits, and the resulting 
reports, I was pleased that the 
HEI inspection team observed 
areas of good practice at all 
three hospitals. 

‘The inspection highlighted 
that our hospitals were clean 
in all areas that were inspected 

and that we have a strong link 
between our antimicrobial 
management team and infec-
tion control teams. 

‘However we are never 
complacent about hospital 
cleanliness and our proce-
dures.

‘Indeed these HEI inspec-
tions helpfully pointed to 
areas where we can improve 
and these measures are al-
ready being implemented.

Dr Masterton added: ‘I 
would like to reassure the 
public that monthly reports 
for NHS Ayrshire & Arran on 
healthcare-acquired infection, 
hand hygiene and environ-
mental cleanliness standards 
are reported at each of our 
Board meetings, which are 
open to everyone.’ 

The reports are freely avail-
able to both the media and the 
public from the home page 
of the website www.nhsayr-
shireandarran.com

War of words over 
Arran hospital
infection claims
No poor practice here, says medical director

The normal price for a car 
and four passengers return 
ticket to Ardrossan is £81.20, 
but ferry operator Caledonian 
MacBrayne is making a very 
generous offer for the next 
three weekends. Instead of 
£81.20, they are asking for 
just £25.

Regional manager Robbie 
Brown explained: ‘Saturday 
goes from being the busiest 
day of the week in summer to 
the quietest one in winter. The 
ferry is sailing almost empty 

at weekends now. 
‘Look upon it as a CalMac 

Christmas present. The com-
pany normally has a winter 
offer of £50, but has decided 
to chop that in half to £25 
this year. 

‘The offer is in both direc-
tions on a Saturday, returning 
the same day or the following 
day, or for a day return on a 
Sunday. It will be available 
for weekends of 4, 11 and 18 
December, subject to avail-
ability.’

Bookings can be made from 
the Wednesday prior to week-
end of travel. 

Robbie was keen to point 
out that this will not only give 
islanders a chance to shop on 
the mainland, but is also a 
great opportunity for people 
to come to Arran for their 
Christmas shopping at some 
of the top quality craft and 
gift shops. 

The company will be adver-
tising this offer on the main-
land as well as on Arran.

CalMac’s early Christmas present

Faye Black and Campbell Laing with the new Arran 
malt, Machrie Moor.    02_b49dis01

Legendary whisky unleashed
The legend was unleashed in 
Lochranza last Sunday.

Isle of Arran Distillers 
were launching their newest 
product, Machrie Moor, a 
50 proof peated single Ar-
ran malt whisky. The legend 
concerned Bran, the mythical 
hound belonging to warrior 
giant Fingal, who kept the 
beast tethered to a stone ledge 
next to the seat called Fingal’s 
Cauldron on the windswept 
Machrie Moor. This new bot-
tle is adorned on the front 
with the image of a large dog 
straining at a chain, and at 50 
proof is something of a beast 
itself, although with its peaty 
undertones, a cultured beast. 

Distiller James McTaggart 
said: ‘We felt it was important 
for this latest expression to be 
launched here on the island.’

This is a limited edition of 
9,000 bottles with only 600 
of those bottles for sale in the 
UK. A range of local crafts 
and produce was on sale from 
stalls throughout the centre, 
and Santa Claus was in resi-
dence in the Smuggler’s Cot-
tage to give presents to any 
good children.

Visitors and guests were 
being served with samples of 
the new malt on Sunday but 
Visitor Centre assistant man-
ager Faye Black said: ‘We are 
taking orders on the day, but 
the Machrie Moor malt won’t 
actually be unleashed until 
December 8.’

Santa Claus in the Smuggler’s Cottage with three-year-
old Catherine Smith.  02_b49san01

cruize bar brasserie

games hall court hire

beauty treatments

auchrannie winter offers

3 courses for the price of 2
cheapest course free when buying a three course meal.

7 days a week until 23/03/11 exc school & public holidays. one voucher covers all
guests in party. not available on speciality menus or with any other offer.

please complete your details to activate this voucher:
name:.............................................
email:............................................. mobile:...........................................

please complete your details to activate this voucher:
name:..............................................
email:.............................................. mobile:...........................................

please complete your details to activate this voucher:
name:..............................................
email:.............................................. mobile:...........................................

please complete your details to activate this voucher:
name:..............................................
email:.............................................. mobile:...........................................

£5 off all beauty treatments 
sunday-thursday until 23/03/11 excludes school and 

public holidays. customer entitled to £5 off total of all treatments taken during one
session. not valid in conjunction with any other offer, or on maintenance treatments.

free overnight stay for two - 
just spend £100 or more in the spa shop

rooms available on sunday - thursdays until 23/03/11 excluding
school & public hols. not valid with any other offers.

room only basis, all meals and extras will be charged. subject to availability.

50 % off court hire
7 days a week until 23/03/11. 50% off the cost of any games hall court hire between 

9am - 5pm. excludes bowling. not valid with any other offer.
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Sarah Jenkins and her grandma switch on Brodick 
Christmas illumination last Sunday.    02_b49lig01

The splendid Christmas il-
luminations along Brodick
seafront were turned on last
Sunday by 13-year-old Sarah
Jenkins.

Sarah’s name was the lucky
one to be drawn out at the end

the village hall.
Brodick Hall was packed

with families, enjoying mulled
wine and mince pies and being
entertained byArran Brass.At
4.30pm a countdown was
started by electrician Ian
Small and hallkeeper Brian
Robertson, and at the climax
Sarah and her grandma Moira
Jenkins pressed the switch

and the assembled crowd
sent up a raucous cheer. Sarah
declared that she had long
wanted to turn on the lights
and was delighted to be the
lucky winner.

Observant residents will
note that this year there are 10
poles without illuminations,
apparently because they failed
a load test.

The lamp standards on the
seaward side of the road
are also bereft of illumina-
tions because they have not
been load tested since their
reinstatement after the com-
pletion of the new seafront
walkway.

Sarah lights up Brodick

Arran Brass with leader Dave Payn at Brodick hall stage last Sunday.     02_b49bra01

The members of Arran Brass were a popu-
lar addition to the entertainment in Brodick
Hall for the Christmas lights ceremony last
Sunday.

they played seasonal tunes on the stage and
encouraged the children to join in with Christ-
mas carols.

The band is holding a special event from
7.30pm in Brodick Hall this Saturday, De-
cember 4, billed as ‘a complete evening of
stage and screen’.

Band leader Dave Payn said: ‘We will have
performances on clarsachs from special guests
Mandy Hunter and Heather MacLeod. It
should be a great evening.’

Dave also added that the band is keen to
recruit new members at all levels and on all
instruments.

He said: ‘Anyone from beginners upwards
is welcome. We can provide tuition and in-
struments.’

If you are interested, please telephone Dave
on 820655.

Labour’s would-be MSP
calls for ‘island parity’
The Scottish Labour party’s
candidate for Arran says he
wants to see more ‘island par-
ity’ for the Clyde and Argyll
islands at next May’s Scottish
Parliamentary elections.

At a meeting of the Isle of
Arran Labour Party held in
the Ormidale Pavilion last
week, Allan Wilson launched
his campaign, seeking to ad-
dress the inequalities that ex-
ist between Scotland’s island
communities.

The meeting was addressed
by Allan Wilson and former
First Minister Jack – now Lord
– McConnell and chaired by
John Sillars.

Mr Wilson said that he be-
lieves Arran’s residents had
been disadvantaged by the
election of an SNP govern-
ment which, he said, dropped
Labour’s plans for a 40 per
cent ferry fares discount
scheme for island residents in
favour of a RET ‘pilot’scheme
for the Western Isles.

He said: ‘Arran and indeed
the Clyde islands as a whole
– as well as most ofArgyll and
the Northern Isles – have been
disadvantaged and are now
being discriminated against

because of the way in which
the Scottish government has
introduced and now extended
their so-called ‘pilot’ scheme
on ferry fares.

‘Instead of every island resi-
dent benefiting from a dis-
count scheme based on the
air route development fund
model, the SNP has blatantly
favoured island residents in
one or two parts of Scotland
at the expense of islanders
elsewhere.’

The parliamentary candidate
also said thatArran’s residents
have seen increased fares im-
posed on them to help pay for
these increased costs.

‘But island businesses have
also lost out as tourist trade has
been diverted to the Western
Isles - leading to a ‘double
whammy’ for Arran of in-
creased travel costs and dis-
placed tourists.’

Jack McConnell said La-
bour’s proposed island resi-
dent discount scheme would
not only have reduced fares,
it would also have cut freight
costs and gone some way to-

Arran Brass keen to recruit new players

wards reducing the island cost
of living.

‘Allan Wilson and I will be
meeting soon with Labour
leader Iain Gray to press him

to include measures in next
May’s Labour manifesto to
end the discrimination against
Arran and introduce fair and
affordable fares for all is-
lands after next May,’ said the
former First Minister.

John Sillars, of Brodick, was
unanimously elected as Arran
Labour Party’s representa-
tive at the forthcoming meet-
ing with the Scottish labour
Leader.

He told The Banner: ‘I am
looking forward to meeting
Iain Gray and impressing on
him the impact that increased
fares and freight charges have
had on the island’s cost of
living.

‘Everything we buy from
houses to a loaf of bread and
most every service we receive
is influenced adversely by
ferry fares and freight charges
that are too high and I will be
stressing to him the impor-
tance of an incoming Labour
administration at Holyrood
ending the discrimination in
fares and freight charges im-
posed by the SNP.’

REPORT
by JENNIFER LYON

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Allan Wilson, Labour’s 
candidate for Arran at the 

Scottish elections next 
year.

Christmas Trees 
For Sale
Forest Office, 

Auchrannnie Road, Brodick
Every weekday 8th – 24th 

December
Also Saturday 11th December.

Open Midday – 4.30pm

NOEL CRACK
BOOKSELLER

The Old Haybarn
Lamlash

(behind the school)
Second Hand Books, including

Arran and Clyde, Highlands and
Islands, Natural History, Field
Sports, Outdoor Pursuits and

many more subjects

Open
Fridays & Saturdays

10am – 5pm
Tel 01770 302949
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REPORT
by HOWARD DRIVER

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Extensions
Renovations
Garages

DIY Supplies
Drainage
Plant Hire
UPVC Cladding
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Laminate Flooring 
Tiling

Timber treatment & Chemical DPC 
with 30 year guarantee
Glazing (24 hour service)
Conservatories
Replacement Windows 
(aluminium, PVC, timber)

Scottish Franchise of the Year 1999/2000
UK Entrepreneur of the year 2001/2002

ALEX BAIRD
DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows, Doors 
Patio/French Doors, Composite Doors

Porches/Sunrooms
No freebies just down to earth prices

01290 420587 or 07775 594115
www.alexbairddoubleglazing.co.uk

The class of ’72, with, seated, Jack McConnell, James Hamilton, Fiona Carswell, David Oakes, Maureen Oakes and 
Ian Watt.      02_b49sch01
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ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxi’s
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow Airport £30
Prestwick Airport £23
Irvine Central Hospital £14
Crosshouse Hospital £20
Ayr Hospital £30
Troon Harbour £21
Seamill Hydro £12
Kilmarnock £22
Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service

GUARANTEED
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Seventeen-year-old Bradley Davies-Cannon
of Arran High School has a display of his own
photographic work on show in the Chief Ex-
ecutive’s Conference Room at Cunninghame
House.

Pupils from all nine of North Ayrshire’s
secondary schools were invited to take photo-
graphs of places around their own communities
that were close to their hearts and they felt best

Professional artist Carla Hillman assisted
them with some more technical aspects of pho-
tography and encouraged them to be creative as
they explored their own communities.

The work of the young photographers was
brought together to make an imposing montage
called ‘Our Heritage, Our Community, Our

Brodick Castle has had a good
season.

Property manager Ken Thor-
burn said: ‘Visitor numbers
have been up and income is
up. We have done better than
our budget predictions. In fact
we have done a lot better than
some of the other mainland
Trust properties; some of them
have had it tough.

‘We have come through
rough waters but next season
we will be open seven days a
week again.

‘Long term planning is the
key to ensuring the sustain-
ability of the place.’

Forthcoming improvements
on the cards are a revamp of
the Ranger’s Centre which is
showing its age after 19 years
and upgrading Gardener’s
Cottage.

Also on the agenda is an
upgrade to the pedestrian
entrance from Cladach and
drainage work around the
reception centre. Ken added:

Parents and carers of pupils at
Arran High School are being
urged by the Isle of Arran Al-
cohol Forum to be responsible
for their children over the fes-
tive period.

Coin Turbett, co-ordinator of
the Forum, said: ‘The Scottish
government have made a point
of raising discussion and new
policy in relation to the Na-
tion’s relationship with alco-

Arran High student Bradley Davies-Cannon with NAC chief executive Elma Murray 
and some of his photographs on the walls of Cunninghame House. 

Bradley’s Arran photos on
Council chief’s wall

Lives’, featuring striking images from around
North Ayrshire and Arran.

Last week Bradley and another young pho-
tographer, Shaun Rees of Largs Academy,
went to Cunninghame House in Irvine and met
Council chief executive Elma Murray.

Ms Murray said: ‘This is a wonderful work
and not only brightens up the conference room
but also gives us views of the vitality of North
Ayrshire, reminding those who use the room
of the importance of our decisions and of the
people and communities that they affect.’

Bradley said: ‘It’s great how everybody can
come in and see the work from all the local
areas. Rather than just have areas described
to them, they can now see them through these
photographs.’

Alcohol Forum prepares for festive season
hol and theAlcohol Forum are
keen that the particular matters
that affect young people on
Arran are discussed as widely
as possible.’

He told The Banner that in
the run up to the festive period
two initiatives will be used to
highlight issues and responsi-
bilities to parents.

evening in the High School for
parents on Monday 13 Decem-
ber at 7.30pm.

This will take the form of an

information and awareness
raising session with a presen-
tation about alcohol and the
latest research on its particular
effects on young people.

In addition Jane MacBeth,
principal Guidance teacher in
the High School, will speak
on Health Education and in
particular, advise on how sex
education is undertaken for
pupils. This will be of interest
to all parents and carers.

The Alcohol Forum’s other
initiative is to repeat a success-

ful activity of several years
ago - ‘sleepover cards’ are
being issued to parents of P7
and S1 pupils along with some
guidance on this matter.

Sleepovers, as any Arran
parent will know, are an estab-
lished part of island life.

The aim of the Alcohol Fo-
rum is to ensure that parents
take proper responsibility for
their children when they stay
away from home. These cards
are going home in schoolbags
so please look out for them.

Success story at
Brodick Castle

Brodick Castle property 
manager Ken Thorburn.   

02_b49ken01

‘We are very fortunate to get
match funding from Historic
Scotland. This will enable us

to re-insulate and put a new
roof on Wineport Lodge and
upgrade the lower walled
garden.

‘With extra funding we are
employing three more estate

contract. Head gardener Co-
lin Totty will soon have nine
people in his team.’

Unfortunately there has been

the Phytoptera plant disease in
the castle grounds. Ken said:
‘Government scientists are us-
ing this place as a kind of test
bed to get a better knowledge
of how the disease is trans-
ferred. But the extra estate
workers will be a big help in
dealing with the problem.’

Sir Kenneth Calman, chair-
man of the National Trust
for Scotland added: ‘I want
to thank your readers for
supporting their local Trust
property this season. It has
been a tough environment for
heritage properties this year,
but nevertheless, we’ve been
delighted to see many of you
out at Brodick Castle and
Country Park.’

‘Visitors numbers have been 
up and income is up’

Whiting Bay Tel 700683

Fresh Christmas Trees
Holly wreaths
Hyacinth bowls
Cyclamen
Grave Pots
All available 

from 7th 

December

Hampers made to order
Choose your own produce – from old-fashioned 
sweeties and soft toys to homemade jams
Hampers can be made while you wait
NEWS FLASH
Did you know we sell our own home produced lamb and 
pork from sausages to joints

Come and look. You will be amazed at what we have to 
offer, from old-fashioned sweeties to coal, kindling and logs

Open 7 days   10am – 5pm

We are open for  the Christmas Holidays, 

with special Festive Activities!

Give the gift of Adventure this Christmas.

Adventure gift vouchers available on line.

Still available for that special Christmas 

present; Trek, Hardtail mountain bikes, 

new this season. £275.

Special offers on activities and vouchers, take a look at www.arranadventure.com 
or e-mail us at info@arranadventure.com or call 01770 302244
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Auchrannie Resort has just lifted another prestigious award.
At the 2010 Highlands and Islands Tourism Awards at 

Drumossie Hotel in Inverness the Brodick hotel won the 
Developing People category, sponsored by Babcock, and 
were shortlisted in the Customer Care section, sponsored by 
VisitScotland.

Altogether, 12 awards were presented at the ceremony.
Claire Richardson, sales and marketing manager at Auchran-

nie, said: ‘Auchrannie were delighted to be honoured with the 
award at the glittering ceremony last Friday. 

‘The management and staff at Auchrannie continually strive to 
raise standards in all areas of the business and to be rewarded 
for our efforts in this way is very much appreciated. Congratu-
lations to all the other nominees, and we look forward to next 
year’s event.’

At the Scottish Restaurant Awards 2010 in Edinburgh last 
February, the Cruize Bar Brasserie at Auchrannie Resort was 
nominated in the Family Friendly Restaurant category.

At their recent meeting, members of the Isle of Arran Ferry 
Committee discussed the future provision of a secondary ferry 
on the Brodick to Ardrossan run in summer. 

For the last six years MV Saturn has provided an invaluable 
extra service for the busy height of summer sailings. But the 
vessel is now 33 years old and there are doubts as to whether 
she will be available for 2011.

Committee chairman Ken Thorburn said: ‘We have not 
yet had a satisfactory answer from Caledonian MacBrayne 
about a replacement vessel should MV Saturn be sold. There 
is a possibility of a new ship to replace MV Isle of Arran, so 
she may become available to back up the Caledonian Isles in 
summer.’

The Polish-built MV Finlaggan was launched last July and is 
due to take over from MV Isle of Arran on the Kennacraig to 
Islay run next May. This could free-up MV Isle of Arran as a 

The Annual General Meeting 
of Arran Horticultural Society 
was held last Saturday, 27 
November. 

Reports for the past year 
showed that both the spring 
and summer shows continue to 
be very popular and well sup-
ported, and the coach trips to 
Ingliston and Ayr Shows were 
well booked up. 

The treasurer’s report indi-
cated that the Society is in a 

-
drew Stefanuti presented the 
Garden Club’s annual report 
on behalf of Carol Vella-
Boyle; this too showed another 
successful year with a varied 
programme of speakers, both 
local and ‘off’ island. 

The report also showed the 
Garden Club had raised £2,603 
for various charities, and a 
comprehensive programme is 
in place for 2011. The meeting 

MV Isle of Arran pencilled in 
for return to Arran Service

possible extra Arran ferry next summer. The vessel originally 
served on the Ardrossan to Brodick run for nine years from 
her launch in 1983.

Last month, the Banner reported on an incident when an 
elderly Lamlash lady in nightclothes was unable to board the 
ferry at Ardrossan after being discharged from hospital. 

Ken said: ‘We have been given assurances from NHS Ayrshire 
and Arran that patients will not be discharged from hospital in 
pyjamas or bedwear, so that should not happen again.’

Other matters under discussion were a proposal to introduce 
an earlier 8.20am sailing from Brodick on a Sunday. 

‘Depending on working time regulations, the vessel could 
stay here on a Saturday night and leave at 8.20am. It might 
mean dropping the midday Sunday sailing, but there is some 
support for this idea,’ said Ken.

He added that Gordon Ross, managing director of Western 

Ferries, had been invited to attend the meeting but felt he did 
not have much new information on his proposal to introduce 
a Western Ferries service to Arran. He has however asked to 
attend the December meeting.

MV Isle of Arran may be coming back to the island as a 
replacement for the MV Saturn summer sailings.    

Horticultural Society
in good heart

was however greatly saddened 
that due to Neil’s illness, Neil 
and Anne McLean had to sub-
mit their resignations from the 
committee.

Speaking for the Society, 
John Sillars paid tribute to 
Anne and Neil for their dec-
ades of dedicated work to-
wards the Society’s ongoing 
success. Words never seem 
adequate on such occasions 
as such wholehearted com-

-
ure.

They will however remain 
close to the work of the So-
ciety.

were appointed: President, 
John Sillars; Vice President, 
Jim Cassels (Lamlash); Treas-
urer, Margo Wheeler; Show 
Secretary, Colin Totty.

Next year’s show dates will 
be announced in February.

Another tourism
award for Auchrannie

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Find us on 
facebook



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Fuel price scandal
Sir,

I have been following the 
debate about fuel prices on 
Arran with interest and would 
like to draw your readership’s 
attention to one aspect which 
has not been given an airing 
to-date, namely domestic 
heating oil.

I have recently taken deliv-
ery of 1,100 litres of oil on 
Arran.

Having shopped around 
online the best (only?) price 
I could find was £0.57 per 
litre + VAT.  

However, by using the same 
price comparison websites 
but typing in the post code 
from which the oil was de-
livered the price drops to 
£0.49 per litre + VAT, which 
compares favourably with the 
bill for £0.4795 per litre plus 
VAT (for the same amount) I 
have just received here in the 
snow-covered south where 
winter arrived with a bang 
this morning.

The average domestic heat-
ing oil tank holds between 
1,000 and 1,300 litres which 
means that based on the above 
prices, a full tank on Arran 
costs over £90 more than it 
does just over the water in the 
rest of Great Britain.

Perhaps someone from the 
oil supply cartel would like 
to explain how a 14-mile 

percent price hike?
Yours,
Name and address supplied

Not in Arran
Gaelic ethos
Sir,

I recently purchased a copy 
of the Music of Arran CD 
Eilean mo Ghaoil.

I was interested in what was 
on offer, as I had spent quite 
some time in Arran during the 
1970s with David Clement of 
the Scottish Gaelic Linguistic 
Survey (SGLS), University of 
Edinburgh, recording aspects 
of Arran Gaelic from the old 
native speakers, such as Jock 
Henderson, of Machrie, and 
Donald Craig, of Pirnmill. 
I also spent some time col-
lecting place-names from 
the older farmers, and it was 
during this time that I re-
corded a fragment of the Ar-

ran traditional song Faidhir 
an Seascainn from Jimmy 
Kelso, then 84 years old, of 
Shiskine.

Perhaps I was expecting too 
much, but I was somewhat 
disappointed in the CD. It may 
be that it is representative of 
the ethos of Arran today, but 
there seemed to be little or no 
understanding or appreciation 
of the Arran Gaelic ethos that 
I came across in Arran during 
the 1970s.

The CD is a jolly collection 
of songs and music of Arran 
today for those interested, but 
for those really interested it is 
in my view not representative 
of the real Arran ethos.

Yours,
Prof George Broderick
Ziethenstr 104
Mannheim
Germany

Council cuts
Sir,

In last week’s Arran Banner 
Councillor David O’Neill, 
leader of North Ayrshire 
Council (NAC) expressed his 
concern that the council will 
suffer a £64 million funding 
cut over three years.

-
tioned in the ‘Straight Talk-
ing’ session held in Brodick 
Village Hall on October 19, 
which I attended. 

I met Unison representatives 
Colin Turbett and John Ker-
rigan just before the budget 
statement and asked them 
what they anticipated the cut 
to NAC’s funding next year 
would be. They replied ‘20 
per cent’ rather than the 2.6 
per cent it actually was. 

This sum is still £7.5 mil-
lion.

However, with more than 
half of these unwanted cuts 

SNP Government has kept 
local government cuts to a 
minimum in extremely dif-

wherein Scotland’s budget 
was cut by 6.3 per cent. 

Next year will still see still 
full funding of the Council 
Tax freeze, increased health 

police numbers at over 1,000 
more than when the SNP 
came to power.

Yours,
Kenneth Gibson MSP

Volunteers needed
Sir, 

Social Services ‘Care at 
Home’ staff on the island are 
out and about seven days a 
week from early morning un-
til late at night caring for the 
most vulnerable residents on 
Arran in their own homes. 

At this time of the year this 
-

ties but our staff do their best 
to ensure that a service is 
maintained. When the weath-
er is very bad with snow and 
ice, the vehicles available to 
the council are unable to get 
about safely – especially to 
the more remote areas. 

Whilst this may at times 
result in inevitable lapses 
in service, we want to keep 
things going whenever and 
wherever possible.

In an ideal world the council 
would have access to its own 

-
hicles. That cannot be in the 
current climate. 

At the health event in Brod-
ick on Monday night one of 
the small group discussions 
led to the suggestion that 
there are in fact numerous 
four wheel drive vehicles on 
Arran; perhaps some of their 
owners might be prepared 
to volunteer their services 
to help get our staff about in 
very inclement weather?

This will require some care-
ful thought and consideration 
but at this stage I am testing 
the water to see if there is 
interest in such volunteering 
from the four-wheel drive 
owning community on the 
island.

If you are such a person and 
you want to help us maintain 
services to the elderly and 
vulnerable when the weather 
turns bad, perhaps you could 
contact me at Social Services 
(600742) for some further 
discussion on the idea. 

Yours,  
Colin Turbett
Operational Manager
NAC Social Services 
Arran

Festive spirit 
Sir, 

In last week’s Banner you 
incorrectly reported that ‘for 
the first time the Lamlash 
Christmas tree would be at 

the Glen Isle Hotel and the 
lighting ceremony would be 
at 5pm.

In fact the Lamlash Christ-
mas tree will be in its usual 
location on the Green and the 
lights will be turned on by the 
Heather Queen at 4.30pm. 

The festivities will then con-
tinue at the Glen Isle when the 
Heather Queen will then turn 
on their Christmas lights.

Could you please print these 
corrected details.

Yours,  
Dave Ingham
Lamlash Improvement 

Group

Fuel discount
for Arran 
Sir,

I would have been inclined 
to take Kenny Gibson MSP’s 
criticism of the Tory/Liberal 
UK Government’s proposal 
to consider the case for intro-
ducing a fuel duty discount in 
remote rural areas via a pos-
sible pilot scheme in Scotland 
that excludes Arran, much 
more seriously, had his own 
SNP Government not already 
been there and done that.

I refer of course to the now 
infamous RET ‘pilot’ scheme 
introduced by the SNP that 
excludes Arran and indeed 
most of the rest of Scotland 
and which replaced Labour’s 
plans for a 40 per cent dis-
counted travel scheme for all 
island residents.

I know our MP has already 
quizzed the UK Government 
on their plans and is actively 
seeking the extension of the 
proposed pilot scheme to Ar-
ran. The fact is that EU law 
sets the framework for all 
Member States’ taxation of 
road fuels and the general rule 
is that one duty rate applies in 
each Member State. To dero-
gate from that rule requires a 
proposal from the European 
Commission agreed unani-
mously by all EU Finance 
Ministers and that will not be 
easily achieved - as previous 
Labour Ministers discovered  
– although I wish the current 
UK Government well in their 
efforts.

Yours,
Allan Wilson
Scottish Labour PPC
44 Stoneyholm Road
Kilbirnie

To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given and He will be 
called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
father, Prince of Peace.”                                                      
(Isaiah 9:6)

There’s no snow here 
It would seem that Arran is the only place in Britain not 
blanketed in snow.

Well actually we all know that isn’t true but judging by 
the front page headlines in the national press and television 
and radio news; the whole country is in chaos.

Snow always seems to bring Britain to its knees.
There’s no denying that there are regions of the country 

which are suffering badly under a huge amount of snow but 
the national news is very guilty of assuming everyone else 
is in the same boat.

All television news reports and even weather updates keep 
saying’ the whole of Britain is affected’ but we haven’t 
been at all.

Apart from a light covering in the northend of the island 
on Saturday we have no snow here at all. It is disconcerting 
looking across to mainland Ayrshire where there seems to 
be lots of snow. It feels as if Arran is a different country not 
just an island. 

This has apparently been the worst November snowfall in 
17 years and it has plunged Scotland into chaos.

Business owners have warned that the freezing conditions 
could cost the country more than £50 million a day - mainly 
in lost Christmas trade.

Heavy snow up to 16 inches deep fell in some places which 
meant many main roads and motorways were closed.

As usual, despite police warnings that those not making 
vital journeys should stay at home, the roads were clogged 
with motorists trapped in their cars.

For some people the snow is great fun – there were lots of 
pictures of families and skiers taking to the hills and local 
parks to enjoy the early snowfall. But for most the snow 
seems to bring nothing but problems.

Last winter was particularly cold – one of the coldest on 
record. We even had heavy snowfalls here on Arran, some-
thing that is still rather unusual.

Despite the experiences of last year the country was once 
again taken surprise by this ‘early snowfall’.

Global warming is playing havoc with our weather sys-
tems.

It may well be that this phenomenon of warm wet summers 
followed by bitterly cold winters soon becomes the norm.

If this is the case we need to be more prepared so that 
we can deal with the snow properly like the Scandinavian 
countries or the United States.

But for the moment let’s just be glad that the snow has yet 
to cause havoc over here.
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Old Byre Showroom
and Coffee Shop, Machrie

Old Byre Showroom, Machrie 
open 7 days 10am - 5pm
Sheepskin Shop, Brodick 
open 6 days 10am - 5pm
International mail order 

www.oldbyre.co.uk
Tel: 01770840227

Rediscover shopping 
locally for Christmas 2010.
Excellent selection of gifts 
for all ages.

eighteen69 - 5 course dinner £65.00
4 course dinner £49.50

4 course dinner £49.50

Banner Christmas Advertising Deadlines
Christmas Eve Issue (Dated Saturday 25th December)
Advertising deadline 17th December 4pm

Hogmanay Issue (Dated Saturday 1st January)
Advertising deadline 22nd December  4pm

Issue dated 8th January – Normal deadlines apply
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Chimney Sweeping by vacuum
Andrew Ross-Bain

Tel 01770 870214   Mobile 07810820374
andyrossbain@live.co.uk

Don’t risk a chimney 

winter!

A.C.HENDRY
Private Hire

01770 302274
Can carry 1 to 8 

passengers.
To and from ferries, 

shopping, dinner parties, 
functions, tours and 

walking parties.
Cost of all hires priced 

from Brodick.

Christmas is a truly magical 
season, bringing families 
and friends together on 
Arran to share the much 
loved customs and tra-
ditions that have been 
around for centuries.
The fi rst twinkling Christ-
mas lights were illumi-
nated in Brodick on Sunday 
afternoon.
So you know what that 
means – it’s time to do your 
Christmas shopping! 
This may seem like a daunt-
ing task but with so many 
wonderful shops to visit on 
the island, those stockings 
will fi ll up very quickly. 

First of all, plan your days. 
Don’t attempt to do all your 
shopping in one go.
Divide your purchases into 
categories. 
Go shopping for the chil-
dren one day, teenagers 
another, and older mem-
bers of your circle or family 
and friends on yet another.
Create one by listing every-
one for whom you intend 
to buy a gift. 
Make a careful note of sizes 
if you know them, favourite 
and least liked colours, and 
any hints you may have 
had concerning gifts they 
would like to receive.

Make a note also of exactly 
how much you intend to 
spend on each person’s gift. 
This may seem mercenary 
but really it is the only way 
to keep control.
With your list in hand, sit 
down and sort out your 
hunting grounds.
Work out a route around 
the appropriate shops; per-
haps start in Brodick with 
a visit to the Red Door and 
Arran Active. 
Then pop along to Duchess 
Court where Friday’s Child 
and Arran Aromatics have 
gifts for the whole family. 
Then visit other places like 

the Lemon Tree 
at Balmichael 
and the Old Byre 
Showroom in 
Machrie the next 
day before a 
trip to the Whins 
Craft Shop in 
Lochranza. 
The result will be 
an enjoyable and 
productive expedi-
tion because good 
planning makes for 
perfect 
shop-
ping!

Organise the expedition
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THE LEMON TREE
LOVELY HAND CRAFTED GIFTS & ITEMS FOR THE HOME

NOW OPEN FOR BUSINESS

NORMAL WINTER OPENING HOURS:
 THURS, FRI, SAT & MONDAYS 10am – 4pm, SUNDAYS 12pm – 4pm.

SOME GREAT IDEAS FOR YOUR XMAS SHOPPING BASKET!!
(UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT AT THE BALMICHAEL VISITOR CENTRE, 

B880 STRING ROAD, NEAR SHISKINE)
TEL. 07786 906059

CAFE ROSABURN
Festive Menu

Starts Wed 1st December
2 courses £9.50 inc. tea or coffee

(Lunch served 12pm - 3pm, Wednesday to Saturday)

Isle of Arran 
Annual Carol Concert

Lamlash Church
7.30pm Monday December 6th 2010

Come and join us for this concert 

of readings, carols and songs.

Leading into the festive season of Christmas

Those taking part include

Brodick Primary School Choir • The Rowan Singers

The Arran Brass Band • The Lochranza Choir

And Others

plus yourselves

Proceeds in aid of CLIC SARGENT Cancer Fund 

Scottish Charity No SC015072

Craft Fair   Children’s activities
Roasted Chestnuts

Mulled Wine and Mince Pies  
Arran Brass

Musical Entertainments
Brodick & Corrie School Choir

Special appearance from Santa Claus
Shop Open 10.30am – 3 .30pm

Family £12  Adult £5 Child £3  NTS/Concession £3

at Brodick Castle
Sunday 12th December          12pm – 3.30pm

Victorian
Christmas
Victorian
Christmas

ARRAN’S SPECIALIST OUTDOOR SHOP

Cladach Visitor Centre | Brodick 
01770 302416 

Outstanding Outdoors 
Christmas Gifts

Windproof Fleeces
Brasher Socks
2 for 1 Offer

Opening hours
December Mon - Sat 10 - 5  Sun 11 - 4

God Bless Us Everyone...
it’s Arran’s own Christmas Pantomime

“Scrooge”
The Community Theatre, Lamlash

THURSDAY 9th Dec @ 7.30pm
FRIDAY 10th Dec @ 7.30pm

SATURDAY 11th Dec @ 2pm and 7.30pm
 Doors open 7pm for evening 

and 1.30pm for Matinee performances

in the High School
Saturday 4th Dec --from  10am - 4pm

Sunday 5th Dec from 1 - 4pm 
Thereafter at the door prior to performances

Adults £7.00 -- Under 16’s and over 60’s--£5.00 
Family ‘Saver’ {2 adults and 2 children} -- £20.00

Arran really comes to life 
during the festive season 
with party nights, carol 
concerts and shindigs tak-
ing place in villages all 
across the island. 
When the weather outside 

is cold and frosty 

there is nothing better 
than tucking in to some 
delicious festive food and 
drink.
We live in a diff erent world 
today, a smaller, more ac-
cessible world.
The rare and exotic delica-
cies of yesteryear are rare 
no longer and our more so-
phisticated, cosmopolitan 
tastes have expanded to 
encompass the delicacies 

of the entire globe.
We are very lucky here 

on Arran to have 
access to a huge 

range of local 
foods available 

across the is-
land, each 

one an 
un-

forgettable eating experi-
ence in its own right.
They also make wonderful 
gifts, as well as do all the 
special Christmas foods 
and festive essentials. 
Throughout December why 
not visit the Café Rosaburn 
at Brodick were visitors 
will be treated to a festive 
delight for the tastebuds.
Shopping for Christmas 
groceries can be the 
supreme shopping experi-
ence of the year, make the 
most of what Arran has to 
off er.  

For those savoury moments 
look to an unimaginable se-
lection of cheeses, hard or 
soft, made from the milk of 
cows, goats and sheep. 
Of course you mustn’t 
forget the drinks. Special 
coff ees and teas are es-
sential at Christmas, as are 
real fruit juices, squashes, 
mineral waters, wines and 
spirits. 
They all have their place 
at home on the table at 
Christmas for your family’s 
enjoyment and for enter-
taining friends. 

Eat, drink 
     and be merry

01294 463470

01770 302166

October 24 2010 to 
March 24 2011

*SPECIAL OFFER:
only £25 for a car and up to four passengers*
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CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS

Published on 11th December
SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO 

FRIENDS FOR JUST £13.

b c

THE ARRAN BANNER, THE DOUGLAS CENTRE, BRODICK, ARRAN, KA27 8AJ 

ONLY £13 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.

20 words maximum
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY

*NAME...........................................
ADDRESS ......................................
.........................................................
..........................................................
.................... Tel...............................

A B C
PLEASE TICKABOX FOR

THE TEMPLATE YOU WISH
TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

a SEASONS
GREETINGS

Would like to 
wish everyone 

a peaceful 
Christmas and 

a Happy 
New Year

Merry

Christmas

To all my 
relatives and 
friends from 

Hugh Harvey, 
Oban

Merry Xmas 

and Happy 

New Year to 

all my friends 

and relatives. 

SARAH 

MCMILLAN

Garages team up to offer

Council grit lorry leaving the Market Road depot to 
spread on icy roads. 02_b48grt01

Britain is in the grip of the
earliest winter snow and cold
weather for 18 years.

Here on Arran we have
missed the worst of it so far
but, nevertheless, it is wise to
be prepared.

-
clement weather? Four local Ar-
ran garages are prepared to give
you free check-up for winter.

Are your tyre treads up to
scratch and at the proper levels

the lights, windscreen wipers
and washers?

Perhaps, most importantly, is
your car battery up to the rig-
ours of winter? Short journeys,
frequent starting and using
lights and heater can all take
their toll on a battery on these
short days and dark nights.

Local police sergeant Bob
MacKay is keen to advise Ar-
ran’s motorists to make sure
that their cars are up to the
task ahead. With that in mind,

garages to offer a free winter
check for Arran cars.

D G Weir of Machrie, Angus
Lambie of Brodick, Angus
Cameron in Blackwaterfoot,
John Thomson, Lamlash and
George Lammie, in Whiting
Bay, are all willing to look
over your car for no charge
and advise on any necessary
work to cope with winter
driving.

Sergeant MacKay said: ‘I
would advise Arran drivers to
contact their local garage and

An icy Ross Road summit in February 2010.     

book a free winter check.
‘They will look at brakes,

steering, lights, tyres, wipers
and washers. It could save
them from a major problem.

‘It also makes sense to en-

sure that you have suitable
equipment with you, such as
a tow rope, starter jump leads,
a torch and a blanket. And it
is not just snow and ice that
causes problems.

Contact the newsdesk on 01770 302142

KILDONAN HOTEL

DECEMBER IS UPON US

There’s still time to book for Christmas dinner

2 sittings 25th Dec 1pm & 3.30pm

HOGMANAY DINNER DANCE

For the ninth year run
ning we bring 

you a night to remember.

4 course meal, party favours,

Champagne & Fantastic Fireworks at “The Bells”

Bring in the New Year in style

£60.00 per head. Kids £10.00

Ask about our 3 night package.

01770 820207

info@kildonanhotel.com

NEPAL CHARITY
Arts Exhibition
Gordon Davidson Paintings

and
Fallen Rocks Jewellery

in Prospect, Corrie
Saturday 4th  - Friday 10th December  12pm – 8pm

Tel 810213
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ARRAN BRASS
In an evening of stage and screen

with guest artists.
Saturday 4th December

Brodick Hall
7.30pm

Tickets £4 adults - £1 children
Available at the door.

SHISKINE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

Christmas Fayre
SATURDAY 4th 

DECEMBER

@ 10.30 a.m. in the School

Grand Raffle drawn at 
11.30 a.m.

Home Baking, Tombola, lot’s of 
fun, Tea and Coffee

Proceeds in aid of 
School Funds

free winter car check-up
‘We have had some bad 

-

-
-

-

PC Frazier Mitchell advising Robbie McConnell that 
the Brodick to Lamlash road was closed by snow in          

November 2008.

PC John Kerr monitoring snowy road conditions at Sannox in December 2009.       

Winter driving through Brodick in February 2010.     

It pays to advertise in
the Arran Banner

ARRAN COUNCIL FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE

FUNDING DAY
In partnership with North Ayrshire Council, Arran 
Council for Voluntary Service is organising a Funding 
Event on Monday 6th December at the Ormidale 
Pavilion. In attendance will be speakers from Argyll 
and the Islands LEADER, Big Lottery and Awards 
for All, Scotland’s Islands Fund and North Ayrshire 
Council. All are welcome to come, from 11am 
onwards, and there will be plenty opportunity to have 

your queries answered by funding experts. 
If you would like to book your place, please call 

in at the office in Park Terrace, Lamlash, 
or call 600611.

CHRISTMAS 
COFFEE

AFTERNOON
Thursday 9th December 

Brodick Primary School .

1.30pm to 3pm.

Everybody welcome.
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HOSPITAL SUPPORTERS
LEAGUE

Xmas Fayre
Sunday 5th December

Whiting Bay Hall
2pm – 4pm

All the usual stalls.

Anyone wishing a table-top should phone Judy on

700245

Brodick 01770 302293

BETTER BAR MEALS
Home-cooked & served Daily 6pm - 9pm & 12.30 - 2.30pm Sat & Sun

Malt Whiskies    Children Welcome
WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK

Monday - Live Music Session - 9.30pm
Tuesday - Pop Music Quiz - 9pm

Wednesday - Country and Blues Live - 9.30pm
Thursday - General Knowledge Quiz - 9pm

Real Ale (Recommended CAMRA Good Beer Guide)

Goo

d wholesome pub food

Arran primary youngsters pack the floor in Whiting Bay 
Hall for the Arran Dance Scottish festival last week.   

Local MSP Kenneth Gibson 
has criticised plans to privatise 
Royal Mail. 

Speaking after meeting mem-
bers of the Communication 
Workers Union in Holyrood, 
Mr Gibson said: ‘Privatisation 
would undoubtedly threaten 
the future of deliveries, jobs 
and services and the impact 
will be worst felt by island 
communities such as Arran.

‘It is inevitable that a pri-
vatised Royal Mail will lead 
to a reduction in the univer-
sal service obligation (USO) 
which guarantees that the cost 

The third meeting of this session was held on Thursday 18 
November and was chaired by the secretary, Isla Blair in the 
absence of the president. A warm welcome was extended to all 
and the business part of the meeting progressed.

The demonstrator, Jerri Arthur then arrived and was 
introduced, before an entertaining and skilful display of cook-
ery took place.

The ladies had a treat in store as Jerri produced six different 
items of very tasty party food and a bowl of mulled wine as 

very memorable, as were the cheese straws.
A thoroughly enjoyable evening was brought to an end with 

the judging of the competition for a jar of mincemeat, and a 
reminder of the next meeting which will be at 2pm - an after-
noon meeting  - and will be an introduction to crochet by the 
president Elma Stevenson.

The competition is for the prettiest handkerchief.

The local island conserva-
tion charity, The Roots of 
Arran Community Woodland 
Company is seeking new 
members.

Formally established as a 
charitable company in 2002 
with a written constitution and 
board of directors, the main 
aim of the group is to create 
and/or conserve woodland 
spaces on the island for the 
enjoyment of islanders and 
visitors alike. 

There has been a success-
ful replanting of a forestry-
owned clear-fell site just out-
side of Brodick called ‘Lag a 
Bheith’.

MSP warns of 
threat to Arran mail

Kenneth Gibson MSP with Santa and two members of the Communication
Workers Union.     

of postage is the same across 
the country and is essential 
for island businesses. Losing 
that guarantee would be very 
damaging. It is much more 
expensive to deliver and col-
lect on islands and any private 
company seeking to reduce 
costs will inevitably look to 
cut services.

‘The Privatisation Bill is 
totally unworkable and raises 
more questions than it an-
swers. What it does make clear 
is how far the Tories and Lib-
eral Democrats are prepared 
to go, with no upper limit on 

how much of Royal Mail will 
be sold-off. 

‘Royal Mail should be seen 
as part of our infrastructure 
and kept in public ownership. 
It cannot be viewed as just 
another company; it provides 
an essential public service. 

class stamp by 5p (13percent) 
from April is a sign of things to 
come. This rise is far in excess 

-
fensible.  This is yet another 
blow against Arran’s small 
businesses and communities 
from the Coalition.’

Getting to the root 
of the problem!

A huge variety of native 

this site. 
The group has further tree-

planting ambitions as well as 
a raft of other projects. The 
only problem is that the group 
needs more volunteers to help 
in a variety of ways from con-
servation tasks to planning the 
way forward. 

One of the long-standing 

members, Debra Adam, said: 
‘We’ve had so much fun and 
a great sense of achievement 
establishing the woodland at 
‘Lag a Bheith’ over the last 
seven years. 

group come along to the AGM 
on Monday 6 December at the 
Ormidale Hotel front room at 
6.30pm. For further informa-
tion phone 700508.

Corrie and Sannox SWRI

The 12th Arran Primary ‘Dance 
Scottish’ Festival took place 
on Tuesday 23 November at 
Whiting Bay Hall and was at-
tended by over 100 children. 
The festival was created by 
Alastair Aitkenhead 12 years 
ago, with the vision being 

Arran Primary Dance Scottish Festival
that all Arran Primary pupils 
learn and perform Scottish 
dance in a fun and enjoyable 
atmosphere.

It has since grown in success 
each year, and is now a high-
light of the primary calendar. 
Master of ceremonies Stewart 

Lambie opened the festival 
and handed it over to young 
Iain Clarke to pipe in the pri-

Once all children were on 

for the day from RSAMD Ian 
Muir, went straight into the 
Gay Gordons. There were a 
further 12 dances, including 
a Canadian Barn Dance, the 
Dashing White Sergeant and 

-
ing with the children’s favou-
rite,  The Flying Scotsman. 
North Ayrshire Active Schools 
Co-ordinator Jamie Murchie 
said: ‘It was fantastic to see 
over 100 children dancing 
and having fun to traditional 
Scottish music. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank 
Angie Fisher for helping me 
organise the festival and all 
the other volunteers. 

Opening hours 10am – 5pm. Last food orders 4pm
Closed Sunday

Golf Course Rd, Whiting Bay
Tel: 700393

Paintings & Prints by Shiela Findlay on display Eat alfresco in our seafront garden

Delicious Snacks & Light Meals. Homebaking always available
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The Arran Banner 20 years ago
Saturday, December 1, 1990

Lamlash Primary pupils at the annual Dance Festival.     b49twe03

Jim Lees, standing down 
as Corrie and Sannox 

Community Councillor.      
b49twe04

Colin is show
champion
Overall champion at the 
Christmas Prime Stock Show 
was Colin Soutter of South 
Feorline with a Simmental 
cross Angus steer. 

-
ship win for young Colin who 
has been a regular exhibitor 
with his traditional Aberdeen 
Angus steers. Overall sheep 
champion was Adam McEach-
ern with a pen of Blackface 
lambs.

Fliers crash on
Torrylinn beach
Two would-be Arran fliers 
came to grief when their 
home-made glider crashed 
on Torrylinn beach last week. 
Neither Ian Adamson nor 
David Murchie suffered any 
lasting ill effects.

Ferry avoids         
canoeists
The MV Isle of Arran ferry 
nearly collided with two ca-
noeists in the dark last Sat-
urday. The ferry circled and 
asked if they wanted any help 
but they declined.

Jim stands down
Jim Lees wants to stand down 
as Community Councillor for 
Corrie and Sannox. After sev-
eral years stalwart service he 
feels that with so many other 
commitments, his portfolio is 
now too crowded.

Dance Festival
On Tuesday all Arran Primary 
Schools met in Lamlash for 
their annual Dance Festi-
val in which classes from 
each school enact a variety 
of themes through music and 
movement.

Under the influence
Anna Logan of Corrie was hit 
and thrown off her bike in the 
village by another cyclist who 
appears to have been under 

said that it was perhaps poetic 
justice because she had sold 
him the alcohol in Corrie Post 

Corrie St Andrew’s
Last Friday the folk of Corrie 
celebrated St Andrew’s Day 
with a concert in the village 
hall. Henry McNicol acted 
as MC and the audience en-
joyed a pot pourri of Scottish 
material.

Coastguard service
Willie Stewart of Craigdhu, 
Bennan received a long serv-
ice medal in Lagg Hotel last 
Thursday for 21 years service 
in Kildonan and Lamlash 
Coastguard Company.

Turkeys galore
at Dippen
Mike and June Taylor of May-

into turkey rearing in a big 
way. They have over 300 large 

fat turkeys in a barn just off the 
road. They will be 16 weeks 
old come Christmas and ready 
for the festive table.

Shearing of Stephen
Stephen McGovern is going 
to have all his hair shorn in 
aid of Whiting Bay Children’s 
Christmas party. The shear-
ing will be done by Christine 
McLeod on Sunday 16 De-
cember in Nags. A wag said 
it was a while since she had 
run her hands through a young 
man’s hair.

Mike Taylor with a 25lb stag turkey at Mayfield Farm, 
Dippen, almost ready for Christmas.  b49twe02

Auctioneer Robbie Wilson and judge Robert McInnes 
of Grassyards Farm, Moscow, Kilmarnock check the top 

beasts in the show ring at the Christmas Prime Stock 
Show in Market Road.  b49twe01

THE PUBLIC BAR WILL BE CLOSED 
FOR REFURBISHMENT

from Monday 06th December
re-opening Friday 17th December

The lounge bar will be open for drinks 
Sunday mid-day until 11pm
Monday 11.30am until 11pm
Tuesday 11.30am until 11pm
Wednesday 11.30am until 11pm
Thursday 11.30am until 11pm
Friday 11.30am until 12.30am
Saturday 11.30am until 12.30am

Tel 860444

If you think you know then post 
your answer on the website

www.arranbanner.co.uk
Or email us at:

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Where’s Archie?
and the arran team,

Arran’s own property management specialists
Tel: 01770 303113  Email: help@thearranteam.co.uk   www.thearranteam.co.uk

Last week Archie was running along the forest 
track to Clauchland hills at the top of Brodick 
Hill. First correct answer came from Judith of 
Crewe. This week he is sitting in the snow and 
feeling a bit chilly, but where is that poppy 
wreath? 02_b49arc01
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Diana Wright and her puppy Clara, with butler Roger 
Turner at last year’s Victorian Christmas at Brodick 

Castle. 01_b51cas01

Shiskine Golf Club
Gents: Saturday 27 November, 
Alan C Bannatyne Memorial 
Quaich and Lochranza Match. 

and there was a super turnout 
despite the wintry conditions; 

over 11 holes.

-
ers out! Sweep: 1 M Hesp 
25 pts, 2 G Martlew 24 pts, 

A Gray had two twos.  The 
top 4 (over 55) play domi-
noes in the Kinloch and Joe 
Faulkner triumphed, and 
so win the A C Bannatyne 

Lochranza  win  2  ½ to 
Shiskine’s 1 ½. 

Gents: Saturday 4 
December, 12 Hole Medal and 

Sunday 5 December, AGA 

Saturday 11 December, 18 

Ryder Cup. Ladies: Thursday 
9 December, 12 Hole Medal, 

ALGU
On Saturday we were lucky to 
be able to play our Drumadoon 
as Brodick was the only course 

-

Arran Brass will add their seasonal touch and chestnuts will 

Mulled wine and mince pies will be served in the tearoom, 

Step back in time

snow. It was bitterly cold but 

-

ladies conquered the condi-
tions with three 69’s returned. 
A very welcome winner on her 

unable to play was our secre-

Latona and Jenni Turnbull, 

with an 85.
-

Trish’s hot soup, delicious 
sandwiches and bottomless 

restored us all.
The ALGU would like to 

Fixtures: Saturday 29 Janu-
ary, Drumadoon at Corrie at 

-

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday 28 November, only 
seven braved the bitter wind 

snow on the course and the 

-
cap purposes. 1 Gus Macleod 

3 Sid Allen (28)74. Gus won 

scratch with 79 and there were 

snowy weather.
-

Sunday 5 December, AGA 

12 December, Winter Cup 
Round three.

Brodick Golf Club 
Sunday 28 November, Win-

turnout on a rather chilly day.
The cold spell has made parts 

no twos, so the twos money 
was added to the sweep. A 

A Dobson 34 pts BIH, 2 A 
Robertson 34 pts BIH, 3 D 
Robertson 34 pts.

Wednesday Winter Cup: 
Well another dry but windy 
day and a reasonable turn out 

and then another appears in 

Robertson with a 73-12=61.

-
ber, AGA Duncan Trophy at 
Shiskine. There will also be a 
sweep at Brodick, open draw 
at 9am and 12pm. Sunday 12 
December, Brandon and Win-
ter Cup. Sunday 19 December, 
Clochendichter.

Arran Golfers Association
-

can Trophy, second round 

to be played on Sunday 5 

Lamlash v Machrie Bay at 

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday 27 November, no 

-
day 29 November, Monday 

J Adams. 
-

12pm. Monday 4 December, 
Monday Cup at 12pm. Sunday 

AGA at Shiskine, Shiskine v 

Machrie Bay Golf Club 
Tuesday 23 November, Winter 
Cup. 1 Mary Wilkinson 61, 
2 Brian Sherwood  66 
BIH, 3 Alastair MacDonald 66 
BIH.

Mark Sherwood at the 5th.
-

ber, Lochranza Hotel Cup and 

Tuesday 7 December, Winter 

Lamlash Golf Club 
Thursday 25 November, 15 

Stewart 66-12=54.

Wales at the 4th and Mark 
Wren at the 16th. Sunday 28 

Sunday 5 Decem-

(Team Game) Lamlash v 
Machrie. Sweep at Lam-

Please note: This will be a 

at 6th and 7th holes. 

Brodick Golf Club

New Year Dinner
For members and friends wishing to attend, a form 
on which names can be placed will be available in 

the Clubhouse from Friday 10th December

WHAT’S ON AT 
CATACOL BAY HOTEL

Friday 3rd December Tournament Night 8pm
Sunday 5th December Buffet 12 pm– 4pm
Saturday 11th December Quiz Night 9pm
Sunday 12th December  Buffet 12pm – 4pm
Sunday 19th December  Buffet 12pm – 4pm
Saturday 25th December CLOSED ALL DAY
Sunday 26th December  Open from 11am – midnight

SORRY NO BUFFET
Sunday 26th December  Festive Quiz Night 9pm
Friday 31st December HOGMANAY PARTY 9pm

ALL WELCOME
Saturday 1st January OPEN ALL DAY FROM 11am
Bar Meals served 12 – 9pm
Fun Night 7.30pm
Sunday 2nd January NEW YEAR BUFFET 12 pm – 4pm
Saturday 8th January Quiz Night 9pm
Sunday 9th January Buffet 12pm – 4pm

BAR MEALS SERVED DAILY 12pm – 9pm
TELEPHONE 830 231

Arran Healing Rooms
SCO37631

December opening Wednesday 8th and 22nd
Ormidale Pavilion

Prayer for healing by teams of trained volunteers.

No appointment needed, there is no charge,

and everything is completely confidential

2nd and 4th Wednesday mornings 11am – 12.30pm

Please note we will close in January

Reopening February 9th 2011

For more info Tel 700644 www.healingrooms-scotland.com

Celebrate 
Christmas
at Brodick Hall

With 
Arran Brass Band
Speaker: Rev Willie 

Sunday 12th Dec, 

Tea, Coffee, Juices 
and mince pies

Xmas Market
SCO24915

Whiting Bay
Village Hall

Saturday 4th 
December

11am – 2pm
For all your Xmas gifts!

Tea & Coffee
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PUBLIC NOTICESPROPERTY

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
Whats on

www.arranbrewery.com Tel: 01770 302353
EVERYDAY
Arran Brewery                 Open Mon - Fri 11am-12.30pm & 2pm - 4pm Sat 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday                                                                                              
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, Bank
Hawk Walks Lamlash
Brodick Castle, Gardens  open daily                                                                           9am - dusk

SATURDAY 4th DECEMBER
Karate                Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Brodick Castle, Shop and Tearoom                                                                            11am - 4pm
Family Games                           3pm to 4pm Auchrannie Games Hall
Fun In The Pool                               4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Over 21’s Disco                                                         The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Dancers (4 years and up)    Arran High School, 10am
Junior Badminton (5 - 11yrs)            High School Games Hall, 1pm - 2.30pm
Quiz                                                                                                            Catacol Bay Hotel, 9pm
Open Music Session                                                                         Pirnmill Village Hall, 8.30pm
RNLI  Stall                                                                                Whiting Bay Market, 11am - 2pm
Xmas Market                                                                                 Whiting Bay Hall, 11am - 2pm
Shiskine Primary Xmas Fayre                                                            Shiskine Primary. 10.30am
Cllr Currie Surgery                                                                            Brodick Library 1pm - 2pm
Nepal Charity Art Exhibition (4th - 10th)                                     Prospect, Corrie, 12pm - 8pm

SUNDAY 5th DECEMBER
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick, 4.30pm
Brodick Castle, Shop and Tearoom                                                                            11am - 4pm
Arran Fiddle Club- Childrens Classes Library Annexe, 1.45pm
Family Games 3pm to 4pm Auchrannie Games Hall
Fun In The Pool   4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Quiz PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
BBQ Bar Eden, Whiting Bay, 1pm - 7pm
Hospital Supporters League Christmas Fayre                             Whiting Bay Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Christmas Concert                                                                             Corrie Parish Church,  7pm

MONDAY 6th DECEMBER
Over 50’s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall 2pm - 4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Open 10am - 2pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow, 5pm - 5.30pm
Ladies Netball   High School Sports Hall  - Seniors 7.30pm - 9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Coaching & Games Ormidale Park, 6pm
Junior Basketball (P1 - P7) Games Hall, High School 6pm - 7.30pm
Senior Fitness 9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Gym
BreathWalk Class Kinneil, Lamlash 5.15pm
Quiz                                                                                               Bar Eden, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Lamlash Bridge Club                                                                         Lamlash Golf Club, 7.15pm
Circuit Training  Auchrannie Gym, 6pm - 7pm
Table Tennis                                                                                                     Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                        Auchrannie Gym, 7pm - 9pm
Annual Carol Concert                                                                            Lamlash Church, 7.30pm
ACVS Funding Day                                                                       Ormidale Pavilion, from 11am

TUESDAY 7th DECEMBER
Lochranza Swimming Club                                                                              Kinloch 11am - 12pm 

Army Cadets                                                                    Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Pop Quiz                                                                                                  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                Brodick Church Hall -  2pm
Citizens Advice                                              Open 10am - 2pm 4 - 6pm (Appointment Only)
Youth Club                                                                                          Kildonan Hall - 6.30pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Junior Hockey Club                                                                       Ormidale Pavillion, 6-7pm
Open Music Session                                                                      Catacol Bay Hotel, 8.30pm
Motocross Practice (Weather Permitting) Southbank Farm Track, 6pm
Melody Movemenet. Ballet Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.30pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Country Dancing                                                                                   Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing                                                         Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Indoor Bowls                                                                                       Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Youth Club                                                                                  Brodick Hall, 6.30pm - 8pm
Cricket                                                                                               Arran High School. 7pm

WEDNESDAY 8th DECEMBER
Hockey                                                                     Auchrannie Hall, 7pm - 8pm Games Hall
Tae Kwondo                                       KA Leisure, Kids 6.30 - 7.30pm. Adults 7.30 - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                 Lamlash Church Hall -  7.30pm- 9pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm
Country/ Blues session                                                                                Ormidale. 9.30pm
Selt Making Class
Musical Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones            Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Yoga for Every Body                                                                                       10am -11.30am       
Senior Badminton                                                         High School Games Hall, 8pm - 9pm
Museum, Archives & Geneology Service             10.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm

                                                             9.45am to 10.30am Auchrannie Hotel Pool
Yogalates                                                                      9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Studio
Circuit Training                                                              Auchrannie Games Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Learn to Salsa                                                                                        Cruize, 7pm - 8.15pm
Arran Healing Rooms                                                    Ormidale Pavilion , 11am - 12.30pm
Arran Runners AGM                                                                        Ormidale Hotel, 7.30pm

THURSDAY 9th DECEMBER
General Knowledge Quiz                                                                       Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Citizens Advice                                                                                             Open 10am - 2pm
Arran Music & Drama ‘Sweeny Todd’ Rehearsals                            Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Lochranza Craft Club                                                                                              Hall, 2pm                     
Coffee Morning                                                                 St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
Table Tennis                                                                                    Kildonan Hall, 3pm - 5pm
Youth Club                                                                                 Youth Cabin, Lamlash 7-9pm
Brodick Bridge Club                                                                                      Golf  Clubhouse
Athletics                                                                    High School Games Hall, 4.45pm - 6pm
Senior Fitness                                                          9.30am to 11.30am Auchrannie Spa Gym
Ladies Night                                                                                   Bar Eden, Whiting Bay
Pilates                                                                                      6 pm to 7pm Auchrannie Studio
Pub Quiz                                                                                                    Kinloch Hotel, 9pm
Ladies Night                                                                                   Bar Eden, Whiting Bay
Wee Blether Soup & Sandwiches                                     Whiting Bay Hall, 12pm - 1.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group                                             Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Corrie & Sannox SWRI - Crochet for Beginners                                      Corrie Hall, 2pm
Christmas Coffee Afternoon                                                 Brodick Primary, 1.30pm - 3pm
Panto “Scrooge”                                                          Community Theatre, Lamlash, 7.30pm

FRIDAY 10th DECEMBER
Arran Pipe Band Practice                                                                     Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Brodick Castle, Shop and Tearoom                                                                     11am - 4pm
Citizens Advice                                                                                             Open 10am - 2pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9pm
Aq                                                                9.45am to 10.30am  Auchrannie Hotel Pool
Yogalates                                                                              10am to 11am Auchrannie Studio
DJ                                                                                   Bar Eden, Whiting Bay, 9pm - 1am
Seniors Badminton  (Over 50)                                                  Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm
Arran Ceilidh Dance Group                                       Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm - 11pm
Ladies Indoor Bowls                                                                      Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Mens Indoor Bowls                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Panto “Scrooge”                                                          Community Theatre, Lamlash, 7.30pm

SATURDAY11th DECEMBER
Quiz Catacol Bay Hotel, 8.30pm
Panto “Scrooge”                                             Community Theatre, Lamlash, 2pm & 7.30pm
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DISCO

TRADE CLASSIFIED

WOOD FUELS

Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure Treated 
Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most sizes and 
lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, Coal 
Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL

DECORATORS

Stevie’s Decor
Painting and 
Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall 
01770 600168

Mobile 07901592922

AERIALS

DRIVE TIMES

NEED THE PARTY TO GO 
WITH A BANG?
THE ‘X’ FACTORY 
MOBILE DISCO
Mobile DJ for parties, weddings 
or band support. 
Ceilidh dances or theme events 
also catered for.
Full sound system and lighting
Music for all tastes and ages
Call the ‘X’ Men on 01770 830615

BOOKKEEPING

FREE TO UPLIFT
BAGGED MANURE. Oak-
bank, Lamlash. Donation if de-
sired to Arran RDA Tel 600752

CLASSIFIEDS

PAT TESTING

PROPERTY

Writer Seeks 4 Year Continuous Let
I require sufficient ‘SPACE’ from other dwellings for 

the necessary quiet to do some quality writing.
Nothing fancy – open fire, kettle, electric light, cooker.

On a farm perhaps?
Contact Mr T Leach, 5 Cloudsley Rd, 

Hastings TN37 6JN

FURNITURE

PRINTERS

SOFA  and  2 Large armchairs. 
Oatmeal colour Removable 
washable covers Great Condi-
tion £300 ono. Tel 860311

KEEP FIT
MALIBU PILATES SEAT with 
videos. Ex con Cost £150, will 
accept £100 Tel 700579

WANTED
£1 COIN operated electricity 
meter. Tel 700666

MOBILITY
WHEELCHAIR Karma Soma. 
Ex con No sensible offer re-
fused Tel 870225
ROLLATOR Walking aid. Topa 
Troja 150, with shopping trol-
ley. Ex con No sensible offer 
refused. Tel 870225

MISCELLANEOUS
2 x 2.39m2 boxes of Ikea lami-
nate ‘Tundra’. Paid £60,accept 
£20.Tel 700508
IFOR WILLIAMS Trailer. 8’ x 
4’.  Single wheels, carries over 
one toy. £850 ono Tel 860330

HEATING
WOOD BURNING STOVE 
Good con £200 ono Tel 820625

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
VIOLIN with new case £250 
Tel 820625

SEAVIEW CROFT, 
AUCHENCAIRN, WHITING BAY
GUIDE PRICE
£269,000
A very at t ract ive,  tastefu l ly 
renovated, stone built detached 
cottage with many original features 
in elevated rural location on the 
outskirts of Whiting Bay.  The 
cottage enjoys views over the surrounding hills and the Firth of Clyde 
towards the Ayrshire Coast.  Accommodation comprises entrance 
hallway, kitchen/dining room, utility room, bathroom, lounge and on the 
upper floor two double bedrooms and shower room.  Mainly lawned 
garden with off road parking, fully double glazed and centrally heated.  
An attractive property which can be offered fully furnished if required.

A D Robson
Plastering, Electrical 

and Building 
Maintenance

All types of plastering 
work undertaken

Electrical Installation
PAT Testing

Digital TV Aerials
Wall and Floor Tiling

Roof repairs
General Building 

Maintenance 

Call Tony 01770 700557 
for Free Estimate

SIX MONTH LET
Shore Road, Lamlash

2-bedroom house available now
£500 per month excluding 

council tax and utilities
Sorry no DSS, smokers or pets.

Tel 600685

Hogmanay on Arran
Whiting Bay – Knockinkelly.

Off the beaten track – ¾ Mile rough track!

One bedroom Cottage and Chalet 

For more information 

please phone 0141 569 3946

Email : Sheilagh.douglas@sw.glasgow.gov.uk

TO LET
Unfurnished 2 bedroom, Kilmory

Short term let (6 months)
Non smokers only

£450 per month on contract
Tel 700673

Long Let Sliddery
Available 10th Dec – Up to 8 months lease

3 double bedrooms
1 box room/ office

Large wooden workshop
£550 per month excl utilities and council tax

Sorry – No pets No smokers.

£1,000 ono

VAUXHALL
VECTRA

X Reg, Brown, MOT - June 
2011, Tax - Dec ‘10, LPG Gas 

Converted

Telephone: 
01770 (Arran) 

870261
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CHURCH NOTICES

ARRAN FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND

   Sunday 5 December
Shiskine, 11am

Sunday School in the Church Hall
(Church is between Machrie & 

Blackwaterfoot)
Brodick, 7pm (Church is behind 

Rev Dr Frank Gibson
All welcome

HOLY CROSS
 CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday Morning Mass 
11am

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with
 the Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 5 December

Revd Dr Hector Soga, Dollar
Holy Communion, 11am. 

Coffee after service followed by
Wednesday 8 December

 Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.
All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(SCO15072)

Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a fellowship 

to share”
Sunday 5 December
Rev Gillean Maclean

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash 11.30am
In both churches: 

All welcome, including families; 
children’s area
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND (continuing)

Sunday 5 December
Morning Service    11am

Trust Housing Lounge,Glen 
Estate,Brodick

Evening Service     7pm
13 Glen Avenue,Brodick

 Rev.J Miller
Prayer Meeting

Wednesday 8th December 7pm
5 Glen Road,Brodick

Rev.D.Macleod
All welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH.
Ormidale Pavilion

Brodick.
Sunday 5 December
10.45 - Communion 

Tea and Coffee from 11.10am
11.30am -  For all the family

Speaker: Willie Wright
Everyone very welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran: Brodick, 

Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine.

Independent but 
working together.

Minister 
Rev Angus Adamson. 

Parish Asst 
Mrs Jean Hunter. 

Worship will be conducted in the 
above churches 

at the following times. to which all are 
invited - Families, young people and 

children welcome
Sunday 5 December

Brodick Church  10.30am 
Corrie  Church 12pm

Lochranza/Pirnmill 10.15am 
at Lochranza

Shiskine Church 12pm
A service of Worship will also be held 

in Montrose House at 1.30pm

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND
Sunday 5 December                                                                                        

Worship for Advent will be con-
ducted by the minister, Rev Elizabeth 
Watson, at 10.30am. Tea and coffee 

will be served in the Transept after the 
service. All most welcome. There will 
be a service in Cooriedoon at 2.30pm 

and in Craigielea at 3.15pm.  The 
Church Christmas Card, to be sent to 
all members, will be available to be 
signed, and all proceeds will go to 

Arran Riding for the Disabled.               

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS

(QUAKERS)
Sunday 5 December

11am
    Eilean Leodhais, Lamlash
    Enquiries to Jenny 600077

DEATHS

CAMPBELL – DOROTHY
CELIA
née Grafton
O f  P i r n m i l l ,  p a s s e d  a w a y 
p e a c e f u l l y  a t  C o o r i e d o o n 
Care Home on Tuesday 30th 
November, aged 78.
Beloved wife of Tommy, loving 
mum to Tom and Marian and 
much loved granny to Andrew 
and Gavin. 
Funeral service will be held 
in Lochranza Church at 12pm 
on  Monday  6 th  December 
and thereafter to Lochranza 
Cemetery to which all friends 
and family are respectfully 
invited.

PUBLIC NOTICESRECRUITMENT

DISTILLERY PROCESS OPERATOR/
HGV CLASS 1 DRIVER

ISLE OF ARRAN DISTILLERS LTD
LOCHRANZA, ISLE OF ARRAN

A full time position has become available at the Isle
of Arran Distillery – Salary according to experience

The role will involve

• Carrying out all process operations in production areas
• Complete running of the plant
• Manual duties including cask handling
• Single man shift working on a three man rotating system
• Driving duties as required
• Responding appropriately to a range of breakdown, accident or 

emergency situations including contact with emergency services
• Clear communication skills and the ability to work within a small team

This is an additional role within a fast paced, forward thinking and 
dynamic organization.  

Applicants should offer the following

• Numerate with excellent organizational skills with attention to detail
• Ability to work comfortably on a one-man shift (including night shift)
• Must have a HGV Class 1 Driving Licence – A counterbalance FLT 

Licence would also be advantageous 
• A working knowledge and understanding of Health & Safety

Although it would be preferential for applicants to have experience 
in process operations full training will be given. 

Applications in writing to:  James MacTaggart, Production Director, 
Isle of Arran Distillers Ltd, Lochranza, Isle of Arran, KA27 8HJ

AGM
Arran Council for Voluntary Service

Annual General Meeting
to be held in

Ormidale Sports Pavilion, Brodick
at 7.30pm

on
Wednesday 12th January 2011

ALL WELCOME

ARRAN
RUNNERS
ARRAN

RUNNERS
AGM

Wednesday 8th 
December

7.30pm

Ormidale Hotel

Roots of Arran 
Community 

Woodland Company
 SC267425

AGM
Ormidale Hotel, 

front room
Monday 6th December 

2010
6.30pm

Please come along and show 
your support for Arran’s tree 

conservation group.Arran Yacht 
Club

AGM
Lamlash Golf  

Clubhouse
Thursday 9th December

7.30pm

HENDRY’S FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
15 Glen Avenue, Brodick

Your Local Independent Funeral Director

All funeral arrangements

Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
and Robertson Memorials

Tel Clair on 01770 302233

Elma Murray
Chief Executive 
Cunninghame House 
IRVINE KA12 8EE

INFRASTRUCTURE & DESIGN SERVICES
DISABLED  PERSONS' PARKING  PLACES (SCOTLAND) ACT, 2009

The above Act requires North Ayrshire Council to identify all existing advisory 
disabled car parking places located within the Council boundary, including those 
provided within private car parking areas.

Owners of private car parking areas, who currently provide advisory disabled car 
parking places, are invited to indicate an interest in having any existing private 
advisory parking places included within a future North Ayrshire Council Disabled 
Parking Places Order, which would make the disabled parking places enforceable in 
law, by writing to:- Head of Infrastructure & Design Services, Perceton House, Irvine, 
KA11 2AL.

SURGERY NOTICE

Councillor Peter McNamara (Ward 5 Ardrossan & Arran) will not be 
available for consultation during the month of December and January in 
the Ormidale Sports Centre, Brodick. Isle of Arran.

Councillor McNamara will next consult on Saturday 5 February 2011 in the 
Ormidale Sports Centre, Brodick, Isle of Arran, between 11am - 12noon.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents submitted 
with them may be examined at Corporate Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine* 
between the hours of 9am and 4.45pm on weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) excepting 
Saturdays and Public Holidays or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk

Written representations may be made to the Solicitor to the Council (Corporate 
Services) at the address below by 24 December 2010.

Any representations received will be open to public view.

*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 

2008
Notice of application to be published under regulation 20(1)

Application No: 10/00739/PP Address: Auchencar Farm, Machrie, Brodick, Isle Of 
Arran. Proposed Development: Amendment to planning approved 10/00329/PP to 
allow for repositioning of coffee shop.

Application No: 10/00696/PP Address: Glenn House, Brodick, Isle Of Arran, KA27 
8DW. Proposed Development: Installation of 2 air source heat pumps (1 x 11Kw and 
1 x 8Kw) to rear of detached dwelling house.

Application No: 10/00697/PP Address: Glenisle Hotel, Lamlash, Brodick, Isle Of 
Arran, KA27 8LY. Proposed Development: Erection of two and a half storey extension 
to rear of hotel.
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ARRAN
POOL
LEAGUE

  P W L D Pts     
Bar Eden 4 3 0 1 10
PT1934  4 3 0 1 10
PHT  5 3 1 1 10
Catacol  4 2 1 1 7
Eden B` 5 2 3 0 6
Team Goil 4 2 1 2 5
Kildonan 5 1 3 1 4
Drift  5 1 3 2 3
Mac’s  4 0 4 0 0

The annual Scally Cup football match was played at Harbour-
view, Blackwaterfoot last Sunday.

young Calum Gilmour who had played in goals for Shiskine
before his tragic death in 2004.

The two teams are roughly divided into those living in
Shiskine versus those living in Blackwaterfoot.

From Tuesday 7 December all the games in the Auchrannie
sports hall will start at 7pm.

There will be no bowling on Thursday 30 December as sports
hall will be closed due to a function.

The most recent results are as follows. Tuesday 2 November: 19 bowlers,
J McGovern, C Haggerty and J McConnachie. Thursday 4 November: 18
bowlers, J McGovern, C Haggerty and J Lauder.  Tuesday 9 November:
18 bowlers, J McGovern, K Kelsall, J Steed and C Haggerty. Thursday 11
November: 15 bowlers, J Steed and A Davidson. Tuesday 16 November: 18
bowlers, T Wooden, C Weir and A Hollingworth.  Thursday 18 November:
12 bowlers, C Weir and C Haggerty.  Tuesday 23 November: 14 bowlers,
J Steed, I Davidson and D Hendry. Thursday 25 November: 10 bowlers, J
McGovern and I Davidson.

The match points from Thursday 25 November were as fol-
lows: 1 H Boyd and L Paul 62.2%, 2 J and J Beattie 61.0%,
3 J MacLure and A McKelvie 58.6%.

The result from Monday 29 November were as follows: N/S
1 J Barclay and J McArthur +2190, 2 A Bilsland and T Martin
+430, 3 J Maclure and A McKelvie +360.

E/W 1 P Adamson and E McConnell +3530, 2 H Boyd and
J Murchie +2500, 3

Memorial match goes
ahead in the snow

A flying header bound for the Shiskine net.  02_b49soc02

Even a covering of snow and a biting wind was not enough
to deter the players.

One wag suggested that it was one of the few matches played
in Scotland last weekend with a Scottish referee and probably
the only one played with a white ball on a snow-covered pitch.

penalties.

Jamie Murchie and Jamie Picken tussle for the ball.     
02_b49soc01

Auchrannie winter bowls

Arran Bridge notes

Last year’s pool league win-
ners, Bar Eden, have jumped
to the top of this year’s table
after a victory over Mac’s Bar
last week.

However PT1934 and the
PHT and both following close-

same number of points.
The results from the matches

on Thursday 25 November
were as follows: Bar Eden
7 (G) Mac’s Bar 3, PT1934
7 Catacol 3 (G), Kildonan 3

Bar Eden could have

PHT 7 (G). Drift 4 Bar Eden
B (G).

The matches on Thursday
9 December are as follows:
Kildonan v Bar Eden B, Drift
v Mac’s Bar, Bar Eden v Cata-
col, teamGoil v PT1934 and
PHT have a bye.

First round of the doubles 

Sunday 12 December.
J Ainsworth/D Prescott

(Goil) v P Stewart/G Lowe

(PHT) at Bar Eden.
R Hughes/L Robinson (Kil-

donan) v T Dolan/B McLaren
(Mac’s) at PHT.

A Cook/B Wilson (Eden B)
Bye, P McKinnon/A Furness
(Cat) v S and R Butchard
(Goil) at Mac’s Bar.

S McGovern/S Pringle
(Eden) v S Scott/J Copper-
wheat (Drift) at PHT.

S Andrew/J Zhu (Mac’s) v
G McLeod/D Hackett (Eden)
at PHT.

L Logan/B McCallum (Cat)
v L Little/I Roberts (PHT) at
Mac’s.

J Picken/Partner  (1934) v R
Thomson/ S Newall (PHT) at
Bar Eden.

D Head/F Barr  (Eden) v J
McPherson/E Ingram (Eden)
at Bar Eden.

v M Worthington/A Picken
(1934) at Drift Inn.

J McKechnie/K Turner
(Goil) v C Traill/A Jeffrey
(Cat) at Mac’s Bar.

B Banbury/H Driver (Kildo-
nan) Bye

T Mulholland/S Kilpatrick
(1934) v B Hamilton/K Jack-
son (Eden B) at Kildonan.

D Bell/B Lewis (cat) v G
Fullarton/J Newall (PHT) at
Mac’s.

B Tattersfield/C Duncan
(Drift) v D Squirrel/J Ferguson
(Drift) at the Drift.

E Picken/D Smith (1934) v
M Brobson/D Heaney (PHT)
at Bar Eden.

The winners should phone
in the result to the PHT on
600418.

All your sports news and views at www.arranbanner.co.uk
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