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www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk
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John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers
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Replacement • Double Glazing • Kitchens • Roads 
& Bridges Construction • Tarmacadam & Concrete 

Surfacing • Excavation & Drainage

Any Job  Large or Small • Estimates Free
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www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

SKIP HIRE
£120.00
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Tel: (01770) 600242

When the papers are late, Ar-
ran newsagents can lose up to 
80percent of their income.

For three consecutive days 
last week, the Caledonian Isles 
stayed in Brodick overnight.

This meant that newspapers 
did not arrive in the shops until 
much later in the day. 

Tim and Bev Hodkinson run 
Bay News in Whiting Bay and 
they are fed up with losing 
business.

Tim was keen not to criticise 
CalMac, and explained: ‘If 
the papers arrive at 11.30am, 
we lose one third of our tak-
ings; if they arrive at 2.30pm, 
we lose half; if they arrive at 
5pm, we lose 80percent of our 
takings.’

Now Tim has posed ques-
tions to CalMac and has given 
the Banner the answers from 
the Public Affairs Manager.

Tim asked: ‘Who makes 
the decision on cancel-
lations, and how early can 
the decis ion be made?’ 
CalMac answered: ‘The deci-
sion on whether to sail or not 
lies solely with the Master 
of the vessel, whose right 
to cancel sailings based on 
his professional judgment is 

Shopkeepers              
seek answers     
to ferry
disruptions

enshrined in law. Any contra-
vention … shall be an offence 
punishable on summary con-

the statutory maximum and on 
conviction on indictment by 
imprisonment for a term not 

or both. 
‘We do not take the decision 

to cancel sailings lightly, but 
we make no apology for put-
ting the safety of the passen-

‘One aspect of sailing in bad 
weather which is often over-
looked is that if the weather 
is so bad that the crew become 
ill, then there will be further 
disruptions to services until 

Tim asked: ‘Exactly what 
criteria is used for ferry can-
cellation?’

CalMac answered: ‘Passen-
ger comfort is very important 
for although the larger ships 
would be able to sail in all 
but the very worst weather, it 
would be unsafe to have pas-
sengers thrown about and it 
would be very unpleasant for 

them too. Experience shows 
that passengers are becoming 
less tolerant of unfavourable 
conditions so we are less likely 
to sail now than we might have 
done in years gone by.

‘As many of the ports were 
originally built for paddle 
steamers, our ships have a 
very shallow draft meaning 
that the vast majority of the 
ship is above the waterline 
and extremely susceptible to 
strong winds. Strong winds 
can seriously impede berthing, 
and it is that which is the big-
gest reason for disruptions.’

Tim asked: ‘Is Gourock still a 
viable emergency alternative in 
case of problems at Ardrossan?’ 
The answer came: ‘Yes. Gou-
rock is the formally designated 
Port of Refuge for both Arran 
and Bute services. There will 
however be times when all 
three ports are inaccessible.’

But Jimmy Gordon at Ship 
House newsagents in Lamlash 
is also fed up with disrup-
tions.

He added: ‘If I had a pound 
for every time someone asked 
me when the papers are com-
ing in, I’d have a luxury yacht 
moored in the bay!’

Concern voiced over loss of income

Santa Claus dropped in from the North Pole on Saturday to launch the 2012 
Santa’s Sparkle in Lamlash. Here he gives Banner readers a cheery wave as he 
pops in to Glenisle Hotel to meet hordes of excited local children. 02_b48san03

Santa brings sparkle to Arran’s children
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Goldilocks
and the Three 
Bears coming 
to Lamlash
‘Who’s been eating my por-
ridge?’ cried the Little Bear.

Yes, it’s pantomime time
again on Arran.

Oh no it isn’t; oh yes, it is!
The famous Lamlash panto-

mime this year will be Gold-
ilocks and the Three Bears.

Stalwart producer Maureeen
Smith said: ‘Due to unavoid-
able circumstances, we have
two or three of the usual sus-
pects missing from the cast
this year.

New faces
‘But we have recruited some

new faces to make sure Arran
doesn’t miss out on the an-
nual panto fun.

‘A walk in the woods will
never be the same again after
you see this lot, and we have
a cow too!

‘There have been a few cast
changes, but we are sure you
will still have an enjoyable
time. Tickets are on sale now
– see advert for details.

‘Get in early to avoid disap-
pointment – you know you
want to ….Oh yes, you do!

‘Hope to see you there.’

The family-owned Auchran-
nie hotel and leisure complex
in Brodick is on course to

after a fall in earnings and
revenues in the 12 months to
March 2012.

Company accountant Co-
lin Morrison highlighted
Auchrannie’s much stronger
trading performance in its
current quarter to December,
compared with the same pe-
riod of last year.

Auchrannie has put back
its plans to add bedrooms to
its Spa Resort, a project that
had been scheduled for this
winter.

But Mr Morrison under-
lined hopes of completing
a 20-bedroom extension in
time for the anticipated fall in
ferry fares between Ardros-

World-renowned Scottish
writer Alasdair Gray has re-
vealed that Arran was the in-
spiration for some of his very

In an interview published
this week, the Glasgow based

stories – Unlikely Stories,
Mostly – was written in the
last summer holiday with
both my parents on the island
of Arran. For two or three
years our holiday home was
the last house in Pirnmill, a
row of houses with primary

quietest side of Arran. In long
summer holidays there I of-
ten regretted having no friend

Public meeting 
to assess
new Brodick 
pier plans 
Apublicmeetingtodiscuss the
Brodick pier redevelopment
will take place in Brodick
Village Hall on Tuesday 3
December at 7.30pm.

Organisers Caledonian
Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL)
want to use the meeting to
explain in more detail the
plans for Brodick terminal
as well as to update island
residents on the review into
the potential new vessels that
will serve the Arran route.

Ifyouhavequestionsthatyou
may wish to have considered
prior to the meeting, please
contact Ramsey Muirhead
(Civil Engineer) on 01475
749920.

of my own age and sex, yet
enjoyed long walks accompa-
nied by my imagination.’

He added: ‘On the three or
four miles of road between
Pirnmill and Lochranza the
only houses are a low white
terrace nicknamed the Twelve
Apostles on Catacol Bay.

‘Just before Catacol the
coast road is pinched between
the sea cliff and a boulder big-
ger than a house, steep sided
but easily climbable by any
boy who likes feeling king of
a castle. The top had bushes
and turf where I lay one sun-
ny afternoon feeling elevated
and private, and here I imag-
ined ‘The Star’ in a gust of
what seemed inspiration.’

The Auchrannie resort is enjoying much better trading in the final three months of 
this year. 01_b48auc01

Resort finances   
in good health

Writer Gray reveals
Arran inspiration

san and Brodick in 2014 aris-
ing from the Scottish Govern-
ment’s extension of the Road
Equivalent Tariff scheme to
Arran sailings.

He also underlined expected

redevelopment of Auchran-
nie’s spa facilities this winter.
Auchrannie was hit by an un-
expected downturn in trading
in the October to December
quarter back in 2011.

However, it is enjoying
-

nal three months of this year,
with business boosted by spe-
cial offers and a new booking
system, which makes it easier
to change room rates quickly
according to demand.

Mr Morrison said: ‘We are

this time this year than we
were this time last year.’

Accounts that have just be-
come available from Compa-
nies House show the turno-
ver of Auchrannie Holdings,
which runs the 28-bedroom
Auchrannie House Hotel and
36-bedroom Spa Resort, fell
to £4.44 million in the year
to March 31, from £4.84m in
the previous 12 months.

£66,950 in the year to March,

about £164,000 in the prior
12 months. The reported

March 2011 was £232,788,
but Mr Morrison noted this
included a near-£70,000 gain
on the sale of a house.

Auchrannie maintains a
core of more than 100 staff
over the winter with numbers
rising to around 130 to 140 in
peak season.

ALEX BAIRD
DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows, Doors, Patio/French Doors, 
Composite Doors, Vertical Sliders, UPVC

01290 420587 or 07775 594115

SAVE MONEY BY FITTING
ENERGY RATED WINDOWS
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ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxis
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow City Centre £40

Glasgow Airport £30

Prestwick Airport £23

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £30

Troon Harbour £21

Kilmarnock £22

Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLEIt pays to advertise in the Arran Banner 

Arran Farmers Society held their annual dinner dance at Kin-
loch Hotel last Saturday night 24 November.

Around 130 members and friends enjoyed an informal so-
cial evening with excellent fare and service provided by the 
Kinloch.

When everyone was seated, society chairman Kenny Bone 
welcomed the company and introduced Wallace Currie who 
gave the Selkirk Grace. 

made a few appropriately witty observations.
The duo Eriskay Lilt then entertained with a variety of mu-

sic and dancing went on until the early hours.
-

day 7 August 2013. 

Last week, the Banner report-
ed on Frazer Barr of Brodick 
writing to David Cameron 
and Alex Salmond, asking 
them to investigate high fuel 
prices on the island.

Now local businessman 
Chris Marriott has added his 

Chris owns MBS Build-
ing and Timber Supplies in 
Whiting Bay. The retail outlet 

The man behind the Arran Brewery plans to 
breathe new life into the historic Rosebank 
distillery in Falkirk under a multi-million 
pound scheme to turn the site into a brewery, 

Gerald Michaluk, who bought the Grade-B 
listed building from Scottish Canals, also pro-
poses to open the ‘Scottish National Brewing 

on the site.
Mr Michaluk remained tight-lipped over 

how much he had paid for the canal-side site, 

but said he remained in talks with four groups 
of investors over funding for his expansion 
plans.

News of the latest venture comes just weeks 
after the Arran Brewery merged with Isle of 
Skye Brewery and unveiled plans to open a 
chain of pubs, starting with a branch in a con-
verted bank in Glasgow next year.

Brewing beer at Rosebank as well as on Ar-

for a ten-fold increase in production as the 

Gerald Michaluk and Angus MacRuary of the Arran Brewery Ltd in front of the old 
Rosebank Distillery in Falkirk. 

Arran Brewery to resurrect Rosebank

high fuel prices
also has petrol and diesel fuel 
pumps on the forecourt.

Chris told the Banner: 

‘We have just taken a de-
livery of 2,500 litres from 
Gleaner Fuels. 

‘We have already paid with a 
cheque at £1.47.6pence a litre 
for unleaded petrol and will 
be selling it at £1.50.9pence a 

litre. That is a mark up of less 
than four pence. 

‘For those people who have 
monthly accounts with us, it 

to be paid for fuel bought to-
day. 

‘When you take into consid-
eration electricity, insurance, 
rates, plus pump maintenance 
and inspection, we are mak-
ing nothing out of it. 

‘And we have just paid £500 
for a new tank inspection re-
quired by the government. 

‘If we were just a petrol sta-

To add insult to injury for 
Chris and the other fuel re-
tailers on the island, drivers 
can buy unleaded petrol from 
Asda at Ardrossan Harbour 
for £131.7pence a litre. 

A new economic study has 
found that high fuel prices in 

-
ic growth and pricing people 
out of employment.

Chris added: ‘Any investi-
gation needs to go a bit fur-
ther up the line than the retail-

Arran Farmers Society 
gathers at dinner dance

AND

CHRISTMAS
SPECIALS

Lazy Jacks 1/3rd off Ladies – Gents – Kids

Emreco 25%
FOR LADIES & GENTS

Glenmuir Golf Tops 25% off
Craghopper fleece lined trousers from £29.99

Fleece and Thermal Wellies and shoes
Hawick knitwear specials gents

100% lambs wool V and R neck at £35.50
Walking boots and trainers discounted stock ½ price

Compare our prices with the internet

LOCHRANZA CHOIR 
CONCERT

 Sunday December 2nd
VILLAGE HALL 2.30 PM

CELEBRATING THE TERCENTENARY
OF ST. BRIDE’S CHURCH

TICKETS  £6.   CHILDREN  £1
Available at the Book and Card Shop, Choir members

or at the door of the Hall
Proceeds to Church Funds.
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FURNITURE SALE

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Missing cat 
A  black and white cat has been 
lost in the Lamlash Area. 

The cat, Pedro, and its own-
ers recently moved from 
Pirnmill.

If found please call 600217. 

Brodick will be a duller place 
this festive season without 
the illuminating cheer of the 
Christmas lights. 

But one small corner of the 
village will be lit up for the 

-
ish church of Brodick now 

-
tem in place, which will be 

-
cember 2).

Timed to come on each day 

during the hours of darkness 
for the duration of the Advent 
and Christmas period. They 
will be dedicated in memory 
of the late Mrs Betty Ure of 
Kings Cross, who left a very 
generous legacy to the work 
of Brodick Church. 

The Reverend Angus Ad-
amson said: ‘The symbolism 
of this is to remind every-

coming of Jesus Christ that 

a light to the world and that 
his light continues to ‘shine 
in the darkness, and the dark-

‘Undoubtedly for some, due 

Church will be lit 
up for Christmas

to the death of a loved one, 
there will be darkness in their 
lives at Christmas time. With 
this in mind, in conjunction 
with the Ayrshire Hospice, lo-
cal Churches across Ayrshire 
will be holding Light up a 

-

On Arran a service will also 
take place in Lamlash Parish 

-
ber at 3pm. 

an opportunity to light a can-
dle in memory of a loved one 
and also to make a donation 
to the work of the Hospice. 

It is hoped that this will give 
comfort to the grieving, re-

-
cance of the coming of Jesus, 
in the words of Charles Wes-

man no more may die, born 
to raise the sons of earth, born 

and the great Christian hope 
that death is not the end, but 

nearer presence.
Although these events will 

only be temporary for Advent 
and Christmas, it is now pos-

sible to remember a loved one 
in a more permanent way. 

has a memorial garden within 
the Old Clachan Church in 

restored and rededicated on 

this year. 
The Memorial Garden was 

set up for anyone from all 
parts of the island and beyond 
with any Arran connections, 
who wishes to erect a memo-
rial plaque in memory of their 
loved ones. 

this can be found on the 

website, www.shiskineval-
leycommunitywebsite.org 

be unveiled in memory of the 
aforementioned Mrs Betty 
Ure, in grateful commemo-
ration of also leaving a sub-
stantial legacy for the work of

St Bride’s Parish Church in Brodick now has a new floodlighting system in 
place. 01_b48bro01
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HOUSES FOR SALE

Scott Clark of Brodick and 
Glasgow featured on the BBC 
Two programme ‘Three Men 
Go to Scotland’ broadcast last 
Friday night.

The three men are Griff 
Rhys-Jones, Rory McGrath 
and Dara O’Briain who have 
made number of popular and 
humorous television pro-
grammes about their travels 
around the country.

Last week, they were on an 
adventure round Scotland, 
using the 16th century travels 
diary of dictionary writer Dr 
Samuel Johnson and his biog-
rapher James Boswell. 

They travelled to Jura, Mull 
and Skye on a 1904 Bristol 
Pilot Cutter and a Fisheries 
Protection ship, taking care 
to sample the fare from every 
distillery on the way.

On Skye the three went to 
the local Highland Games 
where they encountered Scott 
Clark taking part in the heavy 
events.

Forty-year-old Scott, for-
merly a swimming pool at-
tendant at Auchrannie, is a 
seasoned and successful com-
petitor at Brodick Highland 
Games and Shiskine Valley 
Sports.

The Banner has also report-
ed on him competing at more 
exotic locations such as the 
Jakarta Highland Games in 
Indonesia and the San Fran-
cisco Highland Games.

Scott Clark, centre, at this year’s Brodick Highland 
Games, with games chairman Donald McKelvie and 
commentator Alan Pettigrew.  01_b32one01

Heavyweight Scott on screen The Arran Baptist Church service is going to be different this 
Sunday.

South Beach Baptist in Ardrossan is sending a Drama and 
Music Team who will be leading the service at 11am in the 
Ormidale Sports Pavilion in Brodick.

South Beach is a large church and has many talented and 
enthusiastic people in its membership. 

Keen
The team are very keen to come to Arran and serve in this 

way.
Arran Baptist’s minister, Rev Vince Jennings who used to 

be at South Beach, gladly accepted the offer and the Arran 
congregation are looking forward to the visit.  Visitors will be 
very welcome.

Brodick seafront will miss out on the illumi-
nating cheer of the Christmas lights this year 
but a switch-on will still place on Sunday. 

Claire Gilmore, organiser of the Brodick 
children’s Christmas party, said that the lack 
of lights this year could have meant the kids’ 
party could be in doubt.

So they are hoping as many people as pos-
sible will come to the ‘switch-on’ event this 
Sunday to help give the kids a party to re-
member. 

‘The money we raise at the Christmas Lights 

Switch On – usually around £500 – goes to-
wards the children’s party,’ said Claire.

‘With no lights to switch on not only does it 
leave Brodick looking rather sad and dreary 
over the festive period but it means we have 
no way of raising the money we need.’

Event
A ‘switch-on’ event will still be held at the 

village hall on Sunday 2 December from 3pm 
until 4.30pm but the lights will centre on the 
hall and two large trees outside Bilslands and 

Unique Baptist service

Children’s lights shining bright 
despite Brodick’s damp squib

Designer Knitwear
SALE

Pringle, Lyle & Scott, Jaeger
Ladies & Gents fashion from £10

Cashmere from £15
BRODICK HALL

Brodick
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th December

10.30am - 4.30pm
______________

We sell end of lines, out of season, 
over-makes, returns and 

bankrupt stocks.

Mr Lowther - 01292 2600054
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The Marie Curie Cancer Care collection in Lochranza and Catacol has raised £110 for the 
charity. 

The committee behind the collection wishes to thank everyone who donated. 

Brodick charity shop ArCaS is appealing 
for information about the artist behind three 
paintings given to them in recent weeks.

The three framed pictures all have the sig-
nature T Knowles or TDK and it is believed 
the artist may have lived on the island.

All three of the oil paintings depict Victo-
rian landscapes and were completed in the 
1980s.

If anyone has any information about the 
artist and these paintings please contact Ar-
CaS in Brodick.

Corrie and Sannox 
SWRI
On Thursday 8 November 
Morag Monroe brought along 
her stash of card making 
equipment and everyone had 
a very instructive and enjoy-
able time making greeting 
cards.

Afterwards our hostesses, 
Mhairi, Marie and Elma B, 
presented a delicious supper.

The next meeting will be 
held on Thursday 13 Decem-
ber at 2pm when Eunice Wil-
liams will hold a craft after-
noon.

Lamlash SWRI
Everyone at Lamlash WRI 
enjoyed a great creative 
evening with a talk and
demonstration by Jill Jef-
fries.

Jill delighted us with her 
artistic talents and then set us 
to work on our own painted 
creations.

Helen MacGregor warm-
ly thanked Jill for a lovely 
evening and it was great to 
welcome yet more new mem-
bers to our group. 

During refreshments Jill 
judged our competition 
and exhibit and these were 

Around the rurals
won by Vivienne Haigh and 
Mary Adams respectively.
Our next meeting will be held 
at the Lamlash Fire Station 
on Wednesday 5 December 
from 7.30pm where we will 
be having a Christmas Fun 
and Games night.

The competition will be for 
a Christmas card and exhibi-
tion is a Christmas decora-
tion. Could everyone attend-
ing please bring a plate of 
food for sharing.

If you have not been before, 
please come along and join 
us, a warm welcome awaits 
you.

Kilmory SWRI
On Monday 12 November Ju-
dith Baines and Gillian Lith-
gow of Kildonan SWRI gave 
the ladies of Kilmory SWRI 
a most informative talk and 
demonstration on beadwork 
and bobbles. 

Ten very willing members 
had a go at trying to make a 
Christmas bobble. 

The results may not have 
been up to the standards 
of Judith or Gillian but the 
bobbles will become treas-
ured decorations in our own 
homes.

The competition for a 

homemade Christmas card 
was won by Mairi Duff and 
the unusual button by Janet 
Mulholland.

Our next meeting will be 
on Monday 10 December at 
7.30pm in Kilmory Hall were 
our guest speaker for the 
evening will be Colin Totty 
who will give a talk on Brod-
ick Castle Gardens.

The competitions for the 
evening will be favourite 
Christmas decoration and 

We intend to decorate the 
hall for Christmas on Fri-
day 21 December starting at 
6.30pm. All willing helpers 
will be most welcome. 

The Annual Christmas Par-
ty for the children will be on 
Christmas Eve from 5pm in 
the hall. 

One of the paintings by T Knowles. 02_b47arc01

Banner readers asked to help identify mystery artist 

Shop seeks painting origins

Thanks for donors to Marie Curie collection

IT’S TIME TO CHECK YOUR ENTRY!
THE NEW 2013 ARRAN INDEX WILL
SHORTLY BE GOING TO PRINT.

AT THIS STAGE WE WOULD INVITE EVERYONE WITH
A RESIDENTIAL LISTING TO COME INTO THE OFFICE 
AND CHECK THE DETAILS WE HOLD FOR YOU ARE 
ACCURATE AND UP TO DATE.
POP INTO THE OFFICE ANY TIME DURING
BUSINESS HOURS FROM FRIDAY 30TH TO
THURSDAY 6TH DECEMBER.
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An 89-year-old former RAF 

time this week about the part 
he played in the disposal of 
bodies from the sunken HMS 
Dasher nearly 70 years ago. 

The man who lives in Salt-
coats doesn’t want his name 
to be revealed but after re-
cently reading about bodies 
from the sunken aircraft car-
rier being washed ashore at 
Ardrossan, he decided to tell 
author John Steele all about 
his experience after the sink-
ing.

In 1943 he was an 18-year-
old member of the Ardros-
san Air Training Corps and 
his father was not only the 
manager of Pringle’s Garage 
in Saltcoats he was also in 
charge of the local ARP (Air 
Raid Precautions).

Stored in Pringle’s garage 
were a number of ambulance 
trailers that had been designed 
to carry up to six casualties to 
hospital and were available in 
the event of a mass bombing 
campaign by the enemy. 

On Saturday 27 March 

Dasher dead washed ashore – 
but where were they buried? 

by JENNIFER LYON
editor@arranbanner.co.uk

horrendous onboard explo-
sion HMS Dasher sank with 
loss of 379 lives just off the 
coast of Arran.

A few days after the sinking 
of the mighty aircraft carrier, 
bodies started to wash ashore 
at Ardrossan north shore 
beach.

The circumstances were so 
gruesome the beach area was 
placed out of bounds to the 
public for a period of almost 
three weeks.

The ambulance trailers were 
quickly hitched onto cars and 
driven to the beach where the 
volunteer ARP’s collected 
the bodies, helped by Royal 
Navy personnel. 

The 89-year-old from Salt-
coats said: ‘As a voluntary 
member of the ARP, I and a 
number of other ARP volun-
teers drove ambulance trail-
ers to the north shore beach 
in Ardrossan. On arrival we 
could see the bodies lying on 
the beach.

‘The uniforms were badly 
contaminated with black oil 
and we placed the bodies on 
our ambulance trailers and 
drove them to a building near 
Ardrossan Harbour.

‘Every time we removed 
bodies from the beach there 
would always be about six 
bodies.

‘We removed bodies from 
the beach on many occasions 
but it did not happen every 
day.

He told John Steele that 
initially they stored the bod-
ies in a building opposite 

in Ardrossan but when this 
was full they were ordered to 
collect the Dasher bodies off 
the beach and take them to a 
small building in nearby Salt-
coats. This brick built build-

-
ing and the bodies were taken 
to Kilwinning. 

After the three temporary 

respect they were all collect-

ed and taken to Castlecraigs, 
a prominent building in Glas-
gow Street, Ardrossan where 
the bodies were laid out on 

When asked how many bod-

ies he assisted in removing he 
replied: ‘At least 50, there 
would be at least this number 
as each day we were involved 
in removing them; we were 
removing about six bodies 
each time. 

‘We did not remove bod-
ies every day. When all the 
Dasher bodies were removed 
from the Castlecraigs I do 
not know where they were 

taken to or where they were 
buried. On joining the RAF I 

with the RAF in Rhodesia, 
Egypt and Africa but I’ve al-
ways wondered about those 
bodies.’ 

John Steele’s books about 
the sinking of the HMS Dash-
er are available at various 
outlets on Arran. 

A War Office document 
states that ‘Bodies 
are being washed up, 
identified and buried’. But 
where were they buried? 

b48das01NO

The former RAF pilot was 
involved in the disposal 
of the bodies from HMS 
Dasher in 1943. 

Gents Fleecy 
Lined Tartan 

shirts
£14.99

dressing
gowns
£16.99

Children’s
trapper hats

£7.99

Hundreds of Christmas Gifts Lines

Gents 3 pair 
wool-mix socks

£6.99

Ladies pyjamas 
& nighties from 

£12.99

Furry wrap up 
throws
£14.99

Gents brushed 
cotton pyjamas

£14.99

Ladies furry 
hats with ear 

£8.99

Ladies thermal 
vests & long 

johns
£8.99

Gents thermal 
vest & long 

johns
From £4.99

Ladies & Gents 
suede fur lined 

gloves
£8.99

Dog beds 
£14.99

Dog toys & 
chews

Gents & Ladies 
slippers

£9.99

Ladies wool-
blend socks

Fairisle design 
3 pair £6.99

Novelty boxed 
mugs £5.99
Wine Glass 
sets £5.99

CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE
Forest Office, 

Auchrannnie Road, 
Brodick

7th – 21st Dec 
and Sat 8th Dec.

Open Midday – 4.30pm



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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ONE OF the most important meetings in Arran’s recent 
history will take place in Brodick Hall on Tuesday night. 

This public meeting has been organised to discuss the 
possible Brodick pier redevelopment and the effect it will 
have on Arran’s ferry service. 

Organisers Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) 
want to use the meeting to detail the plans for Brodick ter-
minal as well as to update islanders on the development of 
potential new vessels that will serve the Arran route.

CMAL, owner of the pier, recently upgraded the propos-
al of an improved linkspan to a new double berth pier at 
Brodick.

A new two-berth port is going to be built south of the 
existing pier and a covered walkway will lead from a new 
terminal building to the boat.

So far we’ve also been told that the new pier will be 
around 150 metres in length, allowing for at least 15 me-
tres of water at the berths on either side.

But the function of Tuesday night’s meeting is to allow 
CMAL to explain the plans in more detail and answer any 
concerns or queries. 

It is vital that Arran’s people attend this meeting on Tues-
day night. 

This will not be the platform to discuss ferry fares or 
timetable changes but it will be a chance for Arran’s peo-

island both for tourists and locals.
A two berth pier is more useful in bad weather – espe-

cially when we have two ferries – and it also means that in 
summer other boats can use the second berth.

But many are likely to question why such an investment 
-

drossan causes so many problems in winter. 
At the monthly Community Council meeting on Tuesday 

There were four members of the public in attendance, but 
three of those (including the Banner) were there for work 
purposes.

Not only does it seem like Arran’s community councillors 
are losing interest in the statutory decision making process 
of which they are a key part, but the public too has no inter-
est in their role within our community.

For the island to be well represented and all viewpoints 
are expressed on Tuesday night, we must make sure as 
many of us attend this meeting. Decisions could be made 
about the future of Arran’s ferries that will affect us all, and 
if you aren’t there, your view won’t be counted.

Ferry meeting must be well attended

Sir, 
I was shocked last week to 
read Mr Barr’s information 

retailers.
I went to my local station 

and demanded answers.
My powerful physical pres-

ence meant that ‘Mousy Mar-
riott’ had little choice but to 
supply the relevant paper-
work; this week’s delivery of 
2,500 litres meant an imme-
diate payment approaching 
£4,000 at a unit price of £1.47 
a litre - selling at almost £1.51 

-
action of less than £100. 

There is then pump main-
tenance, insurance, licence 
and wages (yes even Pam 
and Claire get paid) I have 
no desire to launch a personal 
attack on Mr Barr - a hard 
working local lad - and I be-
lieve that all Arran residents 
have a right to voice their 
opinions in The Banner, not 
just the intelligent ones with 
lots of hair. 

However there is a serious 
side to belittling and possibly 
endangering local businesses 
providing employment. 

It is also important to re-
member that if Mr Barr’s 
letter is taken seriously it 
will end up in a Government 
department dealing with re-
tail problems - a department 
with little clout as opposed 
to a department dealing with 
the cartel approach of the oil 
suppliers and distributors - a 
more serious situation.
Yours,
Marc Head,
Whiting Bay 

Profiteering
nonsense

Commendable
service
Sir,
On a recent November visit 
to Arran for a holiday/break, 
my wife and I were staying in 
a self-catering cottage in Cor-
rie and one day we decided to 
take a walk along the shore to 
Sannox, then heading north 
on the Sannox shoreline. 

It was a very blustery day 
and the rain was heavy, and 
on our return we called in to 
The Tea Room at Corrie Golf 

Club for some much needed 
warming-up.

I was very impressed by the 
welcoming atmosphere by 
the proprietor, who served 
us a welcoming hot mug of 
tea, toasted sandwiches and 
warming bowls of soup; and 
who was not put off by two 
soaking wet walkers with 
muddy boots dripping over 

It is my understanding that 
this local business has only 
been open a short while, and 
it is refreshing to see such 
warming hospitality and a 
good menu on offer. 

I do not know the name of 
the lady that served us, but 
would have no hesitation in 
recommending the level of 
service and good range of 
simple wholesome food on 
offer; so please use and sup-

Yours,
Paul Alderwick,
Gosport,
Hampshire 

Temperature 
warning
Sir, 
Following the recent let-
ters regarding the dangers of 
dog-eating ditches and the 
unexpected encounter with 
unmarked steep terrain I feel 
I should share a rather unex-
pected experience I had this 
summer.

After searching the Internet 
for a suitable beach holiday I 
settled on the resort of Cata-
col.

Tempted by pictures of 
empty beach, sunshine and 
palm trees this appeared the 
ideal tropical heaven for a 
lazy seaside retreat.

After installing myself in 
one of a row of beach huts 
just back from the beach it 
was time to sample the tempt-
ing crystal clear waters. 

Being a slightly out of 
shape middle aged chap I 
had chosen a rather becom-
ing mankini to offer a mod-

a fashionable yet practical 
look required in these fashion 
conscious times.

Keen to enjoy the balmy 
waters I ran straight from the 
beach hut across the narrow 
road narrowly missing being 

hit by a Lochs and Glens tour 
bus keen to get its passengers
around the island in as short 
a time as possible and on to 
the beach. 

I ran along the short con-
crete diving platform and 
straight into the welcoming 
waters.

Imagine my shock and hor-
ror to discover that the water 
was not the tropical bath I 
had expected but actually was 
barely above freezing. 

Surely there should have 
been warning signs to prevent 
the unwary tourist of these 
icy depths?

I managed to drag myself 
from this unpleasant douche 

stings and a certain degree of 
cold related shrinkage to the 
local beach Taverna with the 
distinctive black cat logo. 

There I was sympathetically 
restored to a more appropri-
ate body heat by the applica-
tion of several bar towels and 
peaty medicinal drafts by the 
swarthy continental bar man 
who went by the name of 
Bryan whose attentions sure-
ly saved me from the onset of 
hypothermia.

Whilst I was lucky not to 
meet a worse chilly fate I 
must warn others to be aware 
of the dangers of deceptively 
cold water on the beaches of 
Arran that were in no way in-
dicated in the glossy tourist 
literature.

As well as the levelling of 
mountain areas already called 
for in previous letters might 
I suggest that the waters sur-
rounding the island are raised 
to a more appropriate temper-
ature as a matter of urgency.
Yours,
Ross Shepherd
By e-mail 

Service status 
Tim Hodkinson of Whiting 

Bay has sent us a copy of 
an e-mail he recently sent to 
Caledonian MacBrayne.
Sir, 
A very useful feature on your 
service status screen would 
be to display not just the cur-
rent status but to show the 
previous status too. 

The reason this is important 
is because many businesses 
on Arran rely on their goods 
being delivered daily off the 

ferry eg. in our shop, the 
newspapers.

If a previous ferry was 
cancelled because the ferry 
stayed overnight in Brodick 
for example, then currently 
our customers look at the 
website at 8.20am and see 
everything green and okay 
but do not realise that the 
ferry stayed overnight and 
therefore the newspapers will 
be late. 

This causes unnecessary 
hassle for us in the shop and 
unnecessary trips to the shop 
for customers. 

All we are asking is the 
status is updated as now but 
also that he previous status 
is shown below the current 
status.

This would make life a lot 
easier for everyone who relies 
on the ferry for deliveries etc 
because they would realise 
that a problem had occurred 
in the past. 

Another feature would be to 
add a link to ShipAIS.com so 
that people can see where the 
ferry is at the moment. 

This is a great website for 
tracking the ferry but obvi-
ously again it doesn’t show 
any history so going back 

see the current status and the 
previous status it would make 
life easier for all concerned.
Yours, 
Tim Hodkinson,
Bay News,
Whiting Bay

Bad weather 
options
Sir,
Regarding the proposed new 
Arran ferry berth and termi-
nal building etc, I agree with 
some of the points raised by 
Mr Ian Ferguson but not to all 
of them.

He is correct in his surprise 
that there has been no men-
tion of improvements at the 
Ardrossan end especially to 
the south breakwater area 
and the added protection 
that would give in inclement 
weather coming from a south-
erly, south west direction.

However I do not agree with 
his assertion that either Troon 
or Fairlie could be feasible 
bad weather options because 
of:

‘To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given and He will 
be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
father, Prince of Peace.’ (Isaiah 9:6)
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JOHN
ROBERTSON
& SONS

Blackwaterfoot,
Isle of Arran KA27 8EZ

Telephone/Fax: 01770 860243
Mob: 07799640214

Email: john.robertson2@btconnect.com

All types of Joinery & Building Work

ESTIMATES 
FREE Reg. No. S3499

Joiners, Glaziers & Building Contractors

Building Extensions Double Glazing
Alterations Supplier of timber, plywood, 
Fitted Kitchens plasterboard etc
Repairs & Maintenance Timber & UPVC Windows  
Timber Frame Kits & Doors

Joiners Ltd

HENDRY’S FUNERAL SERVICES LTD
15 Glen Avenue, Brodick

Your Local Independent Funeral Director
S A I F Member

All funeral arrangements
Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans and 

Robertson Memorials
Tel Clair on 01770 302233

Brodick.

Yours,
Jim McCann,
Ardrossan.

Ferry service 
investment

Ardrossan.

drossan Harbour is! 

Yours,
Robert Kerr
Fereneze
Lochranza

Brodick Christmas card 
delivery boosts charity fund

ber. 

dresses.

award.

Delighted

success.

Leader Gibson welcomes national recognition

LAMLASH PANTO 2012
Brings you……

“Goldilocks and the Three Bears”
At the Community Theature, Lamlash

Thurs 13th, Fri 14th and Sat 15th December 
@ 7.30pm

Also Saturday 15th December Matinee 
@ 2pm

Tickets on sale at:

Tuesday 4th – Friday 7th Dec 6-9pm 
and Saturday 8th Dec 10am-2pm

Adults £7.00, Children and Conc. £5.00 
also a £20.00 family special (2 adults + 2 Children) 

Party bookings welcome

Tickets also available at the door 
before performance.

NB. Tickets are non-refundable unless the 
performance has to be cancelled



10
T

H
E

 A
R

R
A

N
 B

A
N

N
E

R
, S

at
ur

da
y,

 1
 D

ec
em

be
r, 

20
12

 
 

w
w

w
.a

rr
an

ba
nn

er
.c

o.
uk

T
H

E
 A

R
R

A
N

 B
A

N
N

E
R

, S
at

ur
da

y,
 1

 D
ec

em
be

r, 
20

12
11

S
an

ta
’s

 2
01

2 
S

pa
rk

le
 b

et
te

r 
th

an
 e

ve
r

R
ea

de
rs

 c
an

 v
ie

w
 a

 
vi

de
o 

of
 th

e 
sp

ec
ta

cu
-

la
r 

G
le

ni
sl

e 
C

hr
is

tm
as

 
Tr

ee
 L

ig
ht

in
g 

on
 th

e 
ho

te
l’s

 w
eb

si
te

 w
w

w
.

gl
en

is
le

ho
te

l.c
om

/
sa

nt
a

Sa
nt

a 
w

as
 i

n 
sp

ar
kl

in
g 

fo
rm

 
la

st
 w

ee
ke

nd
 w

he
n 

he
 a

rr
iv

ed
 

by
 

sp
ee

db
oa

t 
at

 
La

m
la

sh
 

pi
er

.
Th

is
 w

as
 th

e s
ec

on
d 

‘S
an

ta
’s

 
Sp

ar
kl

e’
 

ev
en

t 
an

d 
it 

w
as

 
ev

en
 b

ig
ge

r 
an

d 
be

tte
r 

th
an

 
la

st
 y

ea
r’s

.
H

e 
st

ro
de

 d
ow

n 
th

e 
pi

er
 

an
d 

w
as

 m
et

 b
y 

tw
o 

re
in

de
er

, 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f A
rr

an
 R

id
in

g 
fo

r 
th

e 
D

is
ab

le
d 

gr
ou

p.
 

M
ou

nt
in

g 
hi

s 
tru

st
y 

st
ee

d,
 

Sa
nt

a w
as

 th
en

 le
d 

by
 a 

po
lic

e 
ca

r t
hr

ou
gh

 th
e 

st
re

et
s 

of
 th

e 
vi

lla
ge

 
an

d 
in

to
 

G
le

ni
sl

e 
H

ot
el

 w
he

re
 h

e 
en

te
rta

in
ed

 
a 

m
ul

tit
ud

e 
of

 c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ith
 

sm
al

l g
ift

s a
nd

 c
he

er
y 

w
or

ds
.

O
n 

th
e 

vi
lla

ge
 f

ro
nt

 g
re

en
, 

so
m

e 
17

 
lo

ca
l 

bu
si

ne
ss

es
 

an
d 

cr
af

ts
pe

op
le

 w
er

e 
se

lli
ng

 
th

ei
r f

es
tiv

e 
w

ar
es

 in
si

de
 tw

o 
m

ar
qu

ee
s t

o 
a 

la
rg

e 
ga

th
er

in
g 

of
 c

us
to

m
er

s. 
Th

er
e 

w
as

 
liv

e 
m

us
ic

 
en

te
rta

in
m

en
t t

hr
ou

gh
ou

t t
he

 
da

ys
, h

og
 ro

as
t a

nd
 b

ar
be

cu
e 

on
 th

e 
ho

te
l 

te
rr

ac
e,

 a
nd

 t
he

 
hi

gh
lig

ht
s 

of
 

tre
e 

lig
ht

in
g 

by
 

H
ea

th
er

 
Q

ue
en

 
Lo

ui
se

 

Sh
an

kl
an

d 
an

d 
sp

ec
ta

cu
la

r 

ga
rd

en
s.

G
ef

fr
ey

 
D

al
la

m
or

e 
of

 
G

le
ni

sl
e 

sa
id

: 
‘E

ve
ry

on
e 

at
 

th
e 

G
le

ni
sl

e 
w

as
 th

ril
le

d 
w

ith
 

ho
w

 
w

el
l 

Sa
nt

a’
s 

Sp
ar

kl
e 

w
en

t t
hi

s y
ea

r. 
 

‘I
n 

fa
ct

, 
w

e 
al

l 
th

in
k 

th
at

 
th

is
 y

ea
r’s

 e
ve

nt
 w

as
 th

e 
be

st
 

on
e 

ye
t. 

‘E
ve

ry
th

in
g w

en
t a

s p
la

nn
ed

 
an

d 
ev

en
 th

e 
w

ea
th

er
 d

ec
id

ed
 

to
 h

el
p 

ou
t. E

nt
ra

nc
e

‘W
e 

lo
ve

d 
Sa

nt
a’

s e
nt

ra
nc

e;
 

at
op

 a
 h

or
se

 (
di

sg
ui

se
d 

as
 a

 
re

in
de

er
) w

ith
 th

e 
R

id
in

g 
fo

r 
th

e 
D

is
ab

le
d 

te
am

.
‘A

nd
 a

 g
re

at
 b

ig
 th

an
k 

yo
u 

to
 A

rr
an

 E
ve

nt
s f

or
 or

ga
ni

si
ng

 

en
jo

ye
d 

al
l 

w
ee

ke
nd

 o
n 

th
e 

G
le

ni
sl

e 
te

rr
ac

e.
‘O

f c
ou

rs
e,

 th
e b

ig
 at

tra
ct

io
n 

is
 th

e 
G

le
ni

sl
e 

C
hr

is
tm

as
 tr

ee
 

lig
ht

in
g 

sh
ow

. 
W

e 
es

tim
at

e 
th

at
 a

bo
ut

 2
,0

00
 p

eo
pl

e 
w

er
e 

th
er

e 
to

 w
at

ch
 a

nd
 it

 a
ll 

w
en

t 
of

f w
ith

ou
t a

 h
itc

h.
 T

hi
s 

ye
ar

 

w
e 

w
or

ke
d 

w
ith

 
M

id
ni

gh
t 

St
or

m
 o

f G
la

sg
ow

.’ 
Th

e s
ho

w
 

w
as

 c
on

ce
iv

ed
 b

y 
G

eo
ffr

ey
 

w
ho

 
al

so
 

pr
og

ra
m

m
ed

 
th

e 
lig

ht
in

g.
 

M
id

ni
gh

t 
St

or
m

 
de

si
gn

ed
 a

nd
 p

re
se

nt
ed

 t
he

 

Th
e 

m
us

ic
 w

as
 “

C
hr

is
tm

as
 

Ev
e –

 S
ar

aj
ev

o”
 b

y 
th

e T
ra

ns
-

Si
be

ria
n 

O
rc

he
st

ra
.

G
eo

ffr
ey

 a
dd

ed
: 

‘W
e 

ha
d 

gr
ea

t f
un

 d
oi

ng
 th

e 
sh

ow
 a

nd
 

th
e 

cr
ow

d’
s 

re
ac

tio
n 

sh
ow

s 
th

at
 e

ve
ry

on
e 

se
em

ed
 to

 lo
ve

 
it. ‘A

 
lo

t 
of

 
pe

op
le

 
w

or
ke

d 
ve

ry
 h

ar
d 

to
 m

ak
e 

th
e 

ev
en

t 
as

 m
uc

h 
fu

n 
as

 i
t 

w
as

 a
nd

 
w

e 
th

an
k 

ea
ch

 
an

d 
ev

er
y 

on
e 

of
 t

he
m

. 
W

e 
kn

ow
 t

ha
t 

th
er

e 
is

n’
t 

en
ou

gh
 s

pa
ce

 t
o 

na
m

e 
ev

er
yo

ne
 h

er
e 

bu
t 

w
e 

kn
ow

 v
er

y 
w

el
l t

ha
t t

he
 e

ve
nt

 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

im
po

ss
ib

le
 w

ith
ou

t 
th

em
. T

ha
nk

 y
ou

!
‘T

he
 

qu
es

tio
n 

th
at

 
no

w
 

re
m

ai
ns

 w
ith

 u
s 

is
: 

ca
n 

w
e 

Sp
ar

kl
e 

ev
en

 
bi

gg
er

 
an

d 
be

tte
r?

’  

Th
e 

sp
ec

ta
cu

la
r fi

re
w

or
ks

 o
n 

Sa
tu

rd
ay

 n
ig

ht
.  

b4
8fi

re
02

Sa
nt

a’
s 

fe
st

iv
e 

pa
ra

de
 to

 L
am

la
sh

 fr
on

t g
re

en
. 0

2_
b4

8s
an

01
  

A
rr

an
 A

ro
m

at
ic

s 
st

an
d.

  0
2_

b4
8s

an
06

Ba
rb

ec
ue

 a
nd

 h
og

 ro
as

t o
n 

th
e 

ho
te

l t
er

ra
ce

.  
02

_b
48

sa
n0

9

Sa
nt

a 
ar

ri
ve

d 
at

 L
am

la
sh

 p
ie

r b
y 

sp
ee

db
oa

t t
he

n 
to

ok
 to

 h
is

 re
in

de
er

 m
ou

nt
s.

    
02

_b
48

sa
n1

7

M
or

e 
Sa

nt
a 

Sp
ar

kl
e 

ph
ot

os
 o

n 
pa

ge
 1

2
Ly

nn
 R

ae
bu

rn
 o

n 
Bu

nt
ys

 b
us

y 
fe

st
iv

e 
st

al
l. 

02
_b

48
sa

n1
2

Is
le

 o
f A

rr
an

 D
is

ti
lle

ry
 s

ta
nd

.  
  

02
_b

48
sa

n0
8

Sa
nt

a 
an

d 
hi

s 
lit

tl
e 

he
lp

er
 w

av
e 

to
 th

e 
cr

ow
ds

 fr
om

 G
le

ni
sl

e 
do

or
w

ay
. 0

2_
b4

8s
an

04

Ex
ci

te
d 

ch
ild

re
n 

w
ai

t t
o 

ta
lk

 to
 S

an
ta

 in
 th

e 
G

le
ni

sl
e 

lo
un

ge
.  

02
_b

48
sa

n0
5

Fu
n 

fo
r a

ll 
at

 is
la

nd
 

fe
st

iv
e 

sp
ec

ta
cu

la
r

O
ffi

ce
s 

ac
ro

ss
 N

or
th

 A
yr

sh
ire

01
29

4 
46

43
41

w
w

w
.t

ay
lo

ra
nd

he
nd

er
so

n.
co

.u
k

W
he

n r
ela

tio
nsh

ips
 br

ea
k d

ow
n, 

ou
r s

en
sit

ive
 

ap
pro

ac
h t

o t
he

 le
ga

l is
sue

s c
an

 he
lp.

 Fr
om

 
div

or
ce

 an
d s

ep
ar

ati
on

 to
 cu

sto
dy

 an
d 

ch
ild

re
n’s 

pa
ne

ls, 
ta

lk 
to

 ou
r 

fam
ily

 la
w 

te
am

 - 
yo

ur
 fi

rst
 

me
et

ing
 is

 FR
EE

.
Tr

us
t 

us
 t

o 
ge

t 
it 

rig
ht

.

So
lic

ito
rs

| E
st

at
e 

A
ge

nt
s 

| F
in

an
ci

al
 A

dv
is

er
s

Ta
yl

or
 &

 H
en

de
rs

on

O
pe

n 
7 

da
ys

 1
0a

m
 –

 6
pm

Fo
am

 c
ar

 w
as

h 
£5

, C
ar

w
as

h 
an

d 
ho

ov
er

 £
10

N
o

 n
ee

d
 t

o
 b

o
o

k,
 w

e 
p

ro
vi

d
e 

th
es

e 
se

rv
ic

e 
w

h
ile

 y
o

u
 w

ai
t!

A
uc

hr
an

ni
e 

R
oa

d,
 B

ro
di

ck
 

Te
l: 

07
93

6 
88

89
46

C
h

ri
s
tm

a
s
 g

if
t 

vo
u

c
h

e
rs

 a
re

 
n

o
w

 o
n

 s
a

le
 –

 M
in

i 
V

a
le

t 
£
2
0

F
u

ll
 v

a
le

t 
g

if
t 

vo
u

c
h

e
r 

£
5
0
 

w
it

h
 t

h
is

 a
d

ve
rt

 (
n

o
rm

a
ll

y 
£
8
5
)

F
re

e
 c

a
r 

w
a

s
h

 w
it

h
 e

ve
ry

 
g

if
t 

vo
u

c
h

e
r 

p
u

rc
h

a
s
e

d



12 THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 1 December, 2012  www.arranbanner.co.uk

Arran gets into 
festive spirit with 
Santa’s Sparkle

Waving to the cheering 
crowds. 02_b48san02

Wooleys the Bakers stall. 02_b48san07

2012 Heather Queen 
Louise Shankland 
switched the Lamlash 
Christmas tree lights 
on on Saturday night.     
02_b48san16

The Kirkend sweetie stall.    
02_b48san15

Fish ‘n’ Ships singing on 
the terrace.  02_b48san13

Dispensing mulled wine 
from Glenisle’s stall.     
02_b48san14

Isle of Arran Cheese 
Company stall.  02_b48san11

THE HOSPITAL SUPPORTS LEAGUE

Christmas Fayre
Sunday 9th December 

from 2pm Whiting Bay Hall

All the Usual stalls, win your Christmas cake 
Entry – Adults £1 Children over 5 50p

Includes Tea/Coffee & mince pies

Donations of Home Baking or 
items for Tombola gratefully 

received at the hall from 12pm

For table tops please phone 
Sheila Macleod on 700268

Come and enjoy an afternoon and 
help your hospital at the same time

CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS

Published on 16th December
SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO 

FRIENDS FOR JUST £18

20 words maximum 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME........................................................................
ADDRESS ...................................................................
......................................................................................
..................Tel ................................................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

b ca SEASONS
GREETINGS

Would like to 
wish everyone 

a peaceful 
Christmas and 

a Happy 
New Year

Merry

Christmas

To all my 
relatives and 
friends from 

Hugh Harvey, 
Oban

Merry Xmas 

and Happy 

New Year to 

all my friends 

and relatives. 

SARAH 

MCMILLAN

Arran Banner, Brodick  Tel: 01770 302142
ONLY £18 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.
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Find us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

The Brambling is sometimes 

of the north, for in the pine 
and birch forests of Scandi-
navia it seems to replace the 

bird.
In all plumages, Brambling 

can be recognised by the ob-
vious orange on the breast ex-
tending across the shoulders 
onto their wings.

In winter the head and 
mantle are usually a blotchy 
grey-brown but in some birds 
these wear away to produce a 
stunning black head, even be-
fore they depart back to their 
breeding grounds.

rectangular white patch down 
the rump as well as white and 
orange in the wing.

All Brambling are migra-
tory. They breed from Fen-
noscandia, through Siberia 
to Kamchatka and migrate to 
relatively warmer climates to 
winter in western and south-
ern Europe, Turkey, Central 
Asia and northern India.

formed where food is particu-
larly abundant, for example 
seeds of beech trees.

Some large roosts have been 
estimated to contain over 10 
million birds.

The number turning up in 
Scotland each winter var-
ies greatly from year to year 
depending partly on the suc-
cessfulness of the breeding 
season and the availability of 
food on the migration routes.

On Arran in the previous 
-

ter has had more than two or 
three records of Brambling.

It was the winter of two 
years ago that we last had an 

That winter there were 35 
records between 26 October 
2010 and 3 April 2011. The 

Bird Notes 
– Brambling

by Jim Cassels
largest groups were over 20.  

Will this winter be a ‘Bram-
bling’ winter?  There have 
already been two records 
in October in Arran plus a 
range of reports from the ad-
jacent mainland so check the 

area for this colourful winter 
visitor.

Enjoy your birding. Please 
send any bird notes with 
‘what, when, where’ to me 
at Kilpatrick Kennels, Kil-
patrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at 
james.cassels@virgin.net. 

I look forward to hearing 
from you. 

For more information on 
birding on Arran purchase 
the Arran Bird Report 2011 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk.

Brambling. Photo Dennis Morrison

Be ready for winter. Make sure you have over-the-counter
medicines to treat coughs, colds and the flu.

For winter health advice visit www.nhsinform.co.uk

JAZZ CAFE AND TAPAS NIGHT
Saturday 8th December from 7pm 
Tickets £2.50 & Tapas Priced Individually

Why not stay the night for just 
£20 per person Bed & Breakfast

Booking essential please call now 
01770 860 444
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The Arran Banner 20 years ago

Last week Archie was 
contemplating a walk to 
the King’s Cave at Torr 
Righ between Machrie 
and Drumadoon. 
First correct answers 
came from Sheena of 
Shiskine and Christine 
from Bathgate. This 
week he is heading for 
the beach, but where 
do those steps lead?     

Archie?Where’s

If you think you know then post your answer on the website www.arranbanner.co.uk 
Or email us at: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Pillar Box
Sponsored by

The Pillar Box
Pet Food Suppliers, 

Fair Trade Gifts and Crafts
Shore Road, Whiting Bay
Tel: 01770 700205

New ranges of  horse essentials

Saturday 5 December, 1992
Phone lines shot
Telephone lines in Sliddery were out of action 
for four days last week after a game shoot on 
Saturday afternoon.

The telephone wires near Glenree were pep-
pered with lead shot and damaged.

Rusty’s seat at Heathfield
A memorial seat to that charming gentleman 

-

village collection the seat was made by Dun-
-

ite haunt.
Apple Lodge highly
commended
John and Jean Boyd of Apple Lodge, Lo-
chranza have been awarded a Highly Com-
mended status by the Scottish Tourist Board.

Other awards went to Drumla Farm, Kil-

Puss in Boots
Lamlash Drama Club is presenting Puss in 

Thursday 10 December in Lamlash Commu-
nity Centre. 

Soft seats are priced at £4 and others at £3.

Bute bus contract
It appears to be common knowledge on 

Bute bus contract, although proprietor Bob 

SPTE.

Merkland milestone replaced

has been replaced this week on behalf of 
Frances Sanctuary whose husband Anthony 
died last year. 

of Ardrossan and installed by Ian Leitch of 
Brodick.

Pirnmill trees planted

has been marking it with tree planting ses-
sions in over 20 primary schools. 

Pirnmill School.

Drew is bowls champ
Drew Crawford received the Club Champi-
onship at Lamlash Bowling and Tennis Club 
annual dinner and prizegiving in Lamlash 
Golf Clubhouse last Saturday. 

Cameron.

Physiotherapists Lynn Long and Jackie McKie receive new equipment from the 
Hospital Supporters League.     b48twe01

Brian Boal and the new memorial seat 
to Brodick character Rusty, outside the 
Heathfield Hotel.     b48twe04

Councillor Tom Knox and pupil Eileen 
McLaughlin plant a sycamore tree at 
Pirnmill for National Tree Week.      b48twe02

Jamie Crawford, David Hedley, Gail Holmer and Barbara Lawson in the Rosa Arran 
High School house play.     b48twe03
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Haunted cottage remembered 
as happy family home
‘Glenriggart was once a much-loved family 
home and it’s history should not be forgotten’

Glenriggart Cottage is said by some to be haunted but it was once a very happy 
family home. 

Malcolm Gillies, centre, was shepherd to Dr Fullarton of Kilmichael for 30 years and 
was awarded the long service medal.  b48cot03NO

The Gillies family pictured in around 1910. Malcolm and Catherine Gillies brought 
up their family in Glenriggart Cottage on the hill above Kilmichael. b48cot01NO

As part of our spooky 
Hallowe’en celebrations last 
month, The Banner paid a 
visit to a small ruined cottage 
in the hills above Brodick.

Glenriggart Cottage sits 
nestled on the hillside above 
Kilmichael and it is report-
edly one of Arran’s most 
haunted houses with various 
bizarre things reported there 
in the past 30 years.

These have included the 
sightings of a ghostly woman 
with a little white dog stand-
ing at the door to the cottage. 

But what we must remem-
ber is that, haunted or not, 

this was once a much-loved 
family home and it’s history 
should not be forgotten.

In 1986 a story appeared in 
The Banner that also made 
reference to the fact that this 
little pocket of land was dis-
turbed by an other worldly 
presence.

Haunted
Ena Lambie wrote to The 

Banner in March that year 
after a photograph appeared 
claiming the old cottage was 
haunted.

She wrote: ‘The proper 
name is Glenriggart and my 
mother was born and brought 

up in that house.
‘Her father was Malcolm 

Gillies who was shepherd to 
Dr Fullarton of Kilmichael for 
30 years and he was awarded 
the long service medal.

‘Malcolm and his wife Cath-

eight children, also bringing 
up a nephew who had lost his 
parents, all on a small shep-
herd’s wage.

‘My granny took in boarders 
during the summer months, 
with the same people coming 
year after year and becoming 
family friends.

‘My mother used to talk 

of delivering milk from the 
shepherd’s cow to Kilmichael 
Lodge, also of carrying tea to 
the shepherd’s at the sheep 
fanks.

‘So Glenriggart must have 
been a busy and bonnie place 
and IF IT IS haunted, I’m sure 
it is with the sound of happy 
children’s voices.’

In her letter Ena did recog-

nise that Glenriggart cottage 
does stand very close to the 
overgrown ruins of an ancient 
tomb and this may account 
for some of the folklore sur-
rounding it.

In years gone by it was be-
lieved the spirit of the tomb 
was disturbed upon the build-
ing of the derelict house be-
low it.

Ghosts of a middle-aged 
couple and young child have 
been seen in the house; whilst 
the spirit of the site can gener-
ate considerable fear to those 
who visit the place when it is 
‘awake’.

But perhaps Ena is right and 
the only ghosts here are the 
happy memories of the fam-
ily who once lived here. 

ANNUAL ISLAND 
CAROL CONCERT

Lamlash Church
Monday 3rd December

At 7.30pm

Collection for CLIC 
Sargent Cancer Fund

A Victorian Christmas 
at Brodick Castle

Sunday 9th December 12-4pm
Have a magical christmas with your family at 

Brodick Castle as we transport you back in time!

See the Castle decorated for Christmas, enjoy the 
children’s choir, brass band, crafts for young and 

old, mulled wine, mince pies and more!

For more information 
call Brodick Castle on: 0844 4932152

£5 adult, £3 child £12 family
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in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
Whats on

www.arranbrewery.com

To appear in What’s On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142

Everyday
Arran Brewery Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sunday 12.30pm-4.30pm
Arran Brewery Tour                 2pm

Brodick Castle, Garden Open Daily 9am-Dusk

Saturday 1st December
Army Cadets, Auchrannie Road 11am – 1 pm.
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Badminton Club Auchrannie Sports Hall 1-3pm Ages 5-16       
RNLI Shop Lamlash Pier, 10.30am – 12.30pm
Shop Arran                              All day
Christmas Market Whiting Bay Hall, 11am-2pm
Darts Catacol Bay,8pm
Rugby Ormidale Park, Brodick, 2pm

Sunday 2nd December
Alcoholics Anonymous            Church Hall, Brodick, 4.30pm
New Al-Anon Meeting            Brodick Church Hall, 4.30 – 6 pm.
Family Games  Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Fun in the pool Auchrannie Spa Pool, 4pm-5pm
Open Mic Session Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 2pm-5pm
Shop Arran                              All Day
Folk night Ormidale Hotel, 8.30pm
Lochranza Choir Concert Village hall, 2.30pm

Monday 3rd December
Over 50s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall, 2pm-4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Ladies Netball High School sports hall – seniors, 7.30-9pm
Citizens Advice             Ormidale Pavilion, 9.30-1.30pm
Breathe Walk class                 Kinneil, Lamlash, 5.15pm
Table Tennis                             Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Badminton Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7-9pm
Lamlash Bridge Club, Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm for 7.15pm
Outside Boot Camp Whiting Bay Park 6am
Boot Camp Outside Kinloch Hotel, 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Volleyball Club             Auchrannie Games Hall, 7-8pm
Arran junior football Club Ormidale Park, 6pm –7.30pm           
Lunch club Mckelvie Road, Lamlash, 12.30pm
Circuit Auchrannie Spa, 6-7pm    
NFU Scotland AGM               Kinloch Hotel, 8pm
Brodick Terminal Public meeting            Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Annual Island Carol Concert Lamlash Church, 7.30pm

Tuesday 4th December
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous            Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Youth Club                               Kildonan Hall, 7pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie, 7.15pm
Melody Movement, Ballet Class 2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class 2 ½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Youth Club            Brodick Hall, 6.30pm-8pm

Zumba Fitness Class Arran High School, 6.30-7.30pm
Weight Watchers                      St Molios, Church Hall, 7pm
Rink Games Blackwaterfoot Bowling Club, 2pm
Junior Hockey Club 8yrs up Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6-7pm
Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall 7.30pm
Rowan Singers Rehearsals Lamlash Church 7.30pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm-9pm
Healthy Outdoors: Conservation, exercise, well being 10am-1pm NTS ranger centre
Cricket Practice Auchrannie Sports Hall 7 pm – 9 pm
Open Dart Competition Kinloch Hotel, 8pm-10pm

Wednesday 5th December
Hockey Auchrannie Games Hall, 6.30-7.30pm
Tae Kwondo                Arran high School – kids, 6.30-7.30pm, Adults, 7.30-8.30pm
Alcoholics Anonymous            Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30-9.30pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall, 7.15pm
Senior Badminton Arran High School, 8-9pm
Yogalates                                 Auchrannie Studio, 9.30-10.30am

Music Mayhem Class Parents & little ones Auchrannie Dance Studio 10.45am
Kids Games Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5-6pm
AYF Film Making Club            Brodick Church Hall, 4.30-6.30pm
Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy Services            10.30-12.30 & 1.30-3.30
Arran Absolute Beginners Runners                        5.30pm, Auchrannie Spa Car Park.
Arran Advance Beginners Runners                        6pm Auchrannie Spa Car Park
Northend Football Training                        Lochranza, 7pm
Outside Boot Camp Whiting Bay Park   6am
Boot Camp Outside Kinloch Hotel, 6.30pm – 7.30pm
Dog Agility Class    W/Bay Hall, Beginners/Kids 1-2pm. Been before 2.30-3.30pm
Arran Theatre & Arts Trust AGM            Brodick Library, 5pm
Coffee morning             Lamlash Church hall, 10.15-12noon

Thursday 6th December
General Knowledge Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club Hall, 2pm
Youth Club                               Youth Cabin, Lamlash, 7-9pm
Zumba Fitness Club Arran high School, 6.30-7.30pm
Live Country/Folk music Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay 8.30-10.30pm
Brodick Embroidery Group Brodick Library 7.30 p.m. – 9.30 pm
Brodick Bridge Club, Brodick Golf Club, 7 pm for 7.15 pm
Auchrannie Winter Bowls Auchrannie, 7pm-9pm
Ladies Netball Club Lamlash sports hall, 7.30-8.30pm
Lunchbox Ormidale Pavilion, 12.30-2.30pm
Arran Yacht Club AGM            Ormidale hotel, 7.30pm

Friday 7th December
Aqua Fizz Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45-10.30am
Yogalates                                 Auchrannie Studio, 10am-11am
Arran Youth Foundations            Church Hall, Brodick 7pm-9pm
Weight Watchers                      Ormidale Pavilion, 5.30pm
Lochranza Kids Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6-8pm
Lochranza Adults Badminton            Lochranza Hall, 8pm
Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Outside Boot Camp Whiting Bay Park   6am
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 8pm
Coffee morning            Corrie/Sannox Village Hall 10.15am All welcome
Shop Arran weekend                      All Day

Saturday 8th December
Army Cadets,  Auchrannie Road 11am – 1 pm.
Over 21s Disco Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am-12.30pm
Family Games Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm-4pm
Arran Dancers (4yrs & up) Arran High School, 10am
Junior Badminton Club Auchrannie Sports Hall 1-3pm Ages 5-16       
RNLI Shop  Lamlash Pier, 10.30am-12.30pm
Arran Ceilidh Dance Group Corrie Hall 7.30pm – 11pm
Corrie & Sannox Christmas Fayre Village hall, 1-4pm
Corrie Christmas Tree Lighting            Corrie & Sannox Hall, 4pm
Tapas & Jazz café night            Kinloch Hotel, 7pm
Christmas Concert Corrie Parish Church, 7.30pm
Knitwear Sale  Brodick Hall, 10.30am - 4.30pm
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Property

Drive TimesPublic Notices

Recruitment

COTTAGES & CASTLES
Arran and Scotland’s Leading Holiday Houses

Flexible Service for owners
Tel: 01738 451610 

www.cottages-and-castles.co.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION

AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Applications listed below together with the plans and other documents may be 
examined at Corporate Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine*, between 9am-4.45pm 
weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) or at www.eplanning.north-ayrshire.gov.uk *and at The 
Council Offices, Lamlash
Written representations may be made to the Solicitor to the Council (Corporate 
Services) at the above address or emailed to eplanning@north-ayrshire.gov.uk 
by 21.12.12. Any representations received will be open to public view.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) 

REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1)
Format: Application No; Address; Proposed Development
12/00634/PP; Dunfion Farm, Corriegills, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Change of use 
from workshop to additional living accommodation.
12/00627/PP; Kildonan Hotel, Kildonan, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Conversion of 
4 hotel bedrooms to form 2 private flats.
12/00644/PP; Rowan Cottage, Auchrannie Road, Brodick, Isle of Arran; 
Erection of extension to rear and side of detached dwelling house.
12/00624/PP; Cairnhouse, Blackwaterfoot, Brodick, Isle of Arran; Provision of 
roads and plots.
12/00647/PP; Site to the North of Silver Fern, Grieves Road, Whiting Bay, Brodick; 
Erection of detached dwelling house.
12/00604/PP; Redwood, Shiskine, Brodick, Isle Of Arran; Erection of attached 
timber garage to side of detached dwelling house.

Elma Murray
Chief Executive
Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Job Opportunities with 
North Ayrshire Council

Isle of Arran

Dog Walker
Evening & Weekend dog walker required

Short Walks
Good rate of pay
Blackwaterfoot
Tel: 860260 

Arran Yacht Club
AGM

19:30 Thursday 6th December
Ormidale Hotel

VOLVO 2001 
S40

£650

1.6 45 miles per gallon, 
MOT – Good condition 85,000 miles

Tel: 01770 700371 (from 5-6pm) Arran

EX MOBILITY VEHICLE
FIAT DOBLO 1.9 TDi

£6500

Gleneagles Conversion with ramps to wheelchair
Immaculate condition only 13,000 miles 

MOT & Tax, 07 plate.

Tel: 01770 830659 or 07769-974-659 / 
07717-751-939

INVACARE COMET
MOBILITY SCOOTER

£950

3 years old, excellent condition.
Complete with charger and many extras.

Tel: 01770 830659 or 07769 974659/ 
07717 751939

PEUGEOT 206 ESTATE

£1600 ono

2 litre hdi diesel engine, 70,000miles
1 years MOT, Good Condition

Tel: 07818811513 – (Arran)
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Standard and Made-to-measure Pressure 
Treated Heavy Duty Timber, Sheds and 

Garages.

Sawn Pressure Treated Timber in most 
sizes and lengths, Fencing Stobs & Posts

Garden Gates, Field Gates, Tool Stores, 
Coal Bunkers, Fence Panels & Trellising

Firewood, Kindling, Sawdust and Bark 
Chippings.

Cladach Sawmill
Brodick. Tel/Fax: 01770 302471

Mobile: 07803 625248

SAWMILL
Incidentals 

Arran
Happy computers on 

Arran since 1983
Bill Stewart
T. 830343

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERER

COMPUTING SERVICES

PAINTER AND DECORATOR

TREES

Tree & hedge cutting and clearing
Brush Cutting and strimming.

All types of fencing
Call Jamie McKinnon: 

01770 810 222 or 07760 247201

COMPUTING SERVICES

FURNITURE RESTORATION MAINTENANCE

Andrew Ross-Bain
Chimney Sweeping 

Tel 01770 870214
Mobile 07810820374
andyrossbain@live.co.uk

Don’t give poor 
Santa a fright

Clean your 
Chimney for 
Xmas Night

Andrew Ross Bain 
will do it for you

To stop old Santa 
from saying “atchoo”

JOHN DIVINE
FURNITURE, 

RESTORATION & REPAIR

FRENCH POLISHING

UPHOLSTERY
Blackwaterfoot – 

Isle Of Arran
Tel: 01770 860182

Mob: 07733 738127
Email: john@

thornybankwoodcraft.co.uk

CLEANING SERVICES

Carpet & Upholstery 

Tel: 01770 303555 or 
07788 554287

Arran
Cleaning
Services Ltd

FREE TO UPLIFT
TWO CANE ARMCHAIRS
and one upright cane chair. 
Good condition. Free to up 
lifter. Tel 860487
BAGGED MANURE at Oak-
bank, Lamlash.  £1 per bag 
donation to Arran RDA.  Tel 
01770 600752.

WANTED
ALUMINIUM GARAGE
DOOR, any condition, 
doesn’t need to have open-
ing mechanism. Call Gordon 
860726
CAST IRON SASH 
WEIGHTS Tel: 302148

UNDER £30
EXERCISE MACHINE 
AEROBIC STEP £30 
Tel:07910 394431
BIG BALE HAY – Buy 
one get one free Tel: 01770 
700371 after 5pm

OVER £30
CHILDS MOTORCYCLE
SUIT 7-13 year old Christ-
mas present? £380 Tel:07910 
394431
FENDER ACOUSTIC
GUITAR mint cond. In carry 
bag £165.00 Tel: 01770 
700601
OVER BED/CHAIR TA-
BLE hospital style, excellent 
condition £95.00 Tel:01770 
830659 or 07769 974659/ 
07717 751939
TWO FEMALE LABRA-
DOR PUPS for sale Ready
9th December Tel: 840224
DALMATIAN PUPPIES. 
Ready to go, KG Reg, Vet
checked, innoc, Wormed to 
date, 5 gen ped £220 each 
Tel: 01770 870257 or email 
johnglenree@oal.com

Follow us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

ALGU Golf
Lamlash Drumadoon, a wonder-
ful win for Liz Kerr.

Saturday morning Liz arrived at 
Lamlash warmed up and ready 
for golf. She won with an amaz-
ing score of 4 under par! It was 
also good to see Sally back on 
form with two new knees and to 
welcome Mary Jo Tod as a new 
member. 
1 and Scratch Liz Kerr 78-
17=61, 2 Jo Hastings 85-21=64, 
3 Mary Jo Tod 101-36=65, 4 
Sally Brookes 89-23=66.
It was a beautiful sunny day with 
no wind and conditions couldn’t 
have been better. We would like 
to thank Lamlash for courtesy 
of the course, the greenkeeping 

staff for their hard work after the 
heavy rain last week and Stuart
and Holly for the catering.
The next Drumadoon will be 
played at Machrie on Saturday
26 January 2013. Please contact 
Viv Parks, 870342 with any que-
ries.

Whiting Bay Golf Club
Sunday 25 November. 10 played 
in the monthly sweep from the 

yellow tees. The winner with an 
amazing score was Michel Augi-
er (14)54, 2 David Brookens 
(13)58, 3 John Dick (13)62. 
Fixtures: Sunday 2 December, 
AGA Winter League at Machrie
against Lamlash, 9.20am.

Arran Golfers Association 
Winter League/Duncan Trophy 
2012/ 2013.
The second round matches will 
be played at Machrie Bay on 

Sunday 2 December.
Draw: Machrie v Corrie at 
8.30am, Lamlash v Whiting Bay 
at 9.20am, Shiskine v Brodick at 
11.50am. 
Can all team captains remember 
to leave team sheets for Dougie
please!

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday 20 Nov Lochranza Ho-
tel Cup 1 David Price 36pts, 2 
Brian Sherwood 33pts, 3 Eliza-
beth Ross 32pts. Scratch David
Price 77.
Fixtures: Saturday 1 December
Lochranza Hotel Cup and Free-
bie Final tee off 12noon.
Tuesday 4 December Winter Cup
tee off 12noon.

Shiskine Golf Club
Alan C Bannatyne Memorial
Quaich and Lochranza Match,
28 played. 1 N Henderson 27pts, 
2 A Kerr 26pts BIH, 3 Q Oliv-
er 26pts, 4 B Sherwood 25pts. 
Gator is the overall winner of 
the Quaich as he won the domi-

noes in the Kinloch! Nearest the 
pin at the 4th Hole: Peter Young.
Nearest the pin at the 10th Hole:
Willie Kelso. Shiskine beat Lo-
chranza 2 and a half to 1 and a 
half points.
Jim Alison Trophy (Missionaries
v Natives). Another great turn 
out for the golf today, 32 played. 
It was a very close match with 
the Natives just winning 4 and a 
half to 3 and a half. Nearest the 
pin at the 4th: W Kelso. Nearest
the pin at the 10th: J Morrison.
Longest drive at the 9th: C Rae.  
Fixtures: Saturday 1 December, 
12 Hole Medal and Winter Cup
(Gents). Thursday 6 December, 
18 Hole Medal (Ladies). 

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday 24 November, Winter
Cup, 13 played, CSS 62. 1 J Ad-
ams 68-7=61, 2 B Rooney 76-
13=63, 3 D Crawford 79-16=63. 
Best scratch J Adams 68. Magic
twos from P Bremner and J Ad-
ams. Monday 26 November, 20 
played. 1 R Burke 69-12=57, 2 A

McDonald 64-5=59, 3 B Paul 81-
21=60. Best scratch A McDonald
64. Magic twos form R Burke, A
Burke and B Rooney. 
Fixtures: Saturday 1 Decem-
ber, Winter Cup at 8.30am and 
12noon (white tees). Monday 3 
December, Monday Cup off yel-
low tees, 12noon sharp. 

Lamlash Golf Club
Results: Sunday 25 November. 
Winter Stableford  - 38pts at Sta-
bleford. 1 Billy O’Connor - 41 
pts, 2 Ian Bremner 38 pts (BIH),
3 Raymond Burke 38 pts. Twos 
- Mark Wren at 5th. Best scratch 
- Ian Bremner - 33 pts to Stabl-
eford.
Fixtures: Saturday 1 December. 
Steak Night at The Gorsebush - 
£18 for 3 courses
Sunday 2 December. Winter
League team game at Machrie - 
Lamlash v W/Bay.
Thursday 6 December. Yellow
Medal - draw at 11am

Sally Brookes, Mary Jo Tod and Liz Kerr after the ALGU Druma-
doon last Saturday.    b48golf01no



Thank you
Allan & Gwend Parkin would 
like to thank their friends 
and neighbours for all there 
cards and kind wishes, all 
very much appreciated.  Best 
wishes to you all.

MCKENNA - Peacefully in 
Lamlash on 26th November 
2012 James Mckenna aged 
88 years, beloved husband 
of Maureen, loving Dad of 
Margaret, Jim and Maureen 
and a much loved pop of 
Steven, Kevin, Austin and 
Ainsley.

MILLER – Elizabeth (nee 
Ferguson)
Peacefully at Arran War 
Memorial hospital on Sunday 
25th November 2012.  Betty, 
aged 81 years, beloved 
wife of Hugh, dear mother 
of Hugh and Scott. Loved 
by all the family.  Funeral 
service in whiting Bay and 
Kildonan church on Friday 
30th November at 12:15pm 
and thereafter to Lamlash 
cemetery to which all relatives 
and friends are respectfully 

please.  Donations, if desired 
to Arran Hospital Supporters 
League.

PARKER - At Randolph Hill, 
Dunblane on 23rd November 
2012, Helen Black Parker, 
aged 95 years.  Formerly of 
Stepps, Fairlie and Arran 
(Kings Cross).  Wife of the 
late Alick, mother of Sandy 
and the late Gordon.
Grandmother of Lorna, Jane 
Elaine and Stuart.  Great 
granny to Kirsty, Cameron, 
Andrew, Struan and Murray.
Funeral service at Falkirk 
crematorium on Monday 3rd 
December, at 11.30am to 
which all are welcome.
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CHURCH NOTICES

Announcements DEATHS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

BIRTH

BIRTHDAY

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

(in full communion with 
the Church of England) St 
Margaret’s, Whiting Bay. 

SUNDAY, 2nd December: Holy 
Communion, 11.00 am. Mr John 

Roberts. Coffee after service, 
followed by Annual Church 

Meeting.
WEDNESDAY, 5th December: 
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.

ALL WELCOME

ARRAN CHURCHES
TOGETHER

There will be Taizé worship 
on  THURSDAY, 6TH 

DECEMBER, at 7.30 pm in St 
Molios’ Church, Shiskine. ALL 

WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
PARISHES OF NORTH
ARRAN : BRODICK,

CORRIE, LOCHRANZA,
PIRNMILL AND SHISKINE

Independent but working 
together.

Minister, Rev. Angus Adamson,
Parish Assistant, Mrs Jean 

Hunter.
Worship will be conducted 
in the above churches at the 

following times, 
to which all are invited. 
Sunday 2nd December:
First Sunday in Advent

Brodick Church, 10.30am, 
Praise service led by ARCO. 

Corrie Church, 12noon, Praise 
service led by ARCO.

Lochranza and Pirnmill 
Churches,

Service at Lochranza Church at 
10.15am.

Shiskine Church, 12noon. 
A Service of Worship will also 
be held in Montrose House at 

1.30pm.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
KILMORY LINKED WITH

LAMLASH
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 

fellowship to share”
Sunday 2nd December
Rev. Gillean Maclean

Kilmory 10am
Lamlash 11.30am
In both churches:

All welcome, including 
families; children’s area

Scottish Charity SC015072

HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC
CHURCH

Sunday Morning Mass 11 am
Whiting Bay and Kildonan 

Church of Scotland (Charity 
Number: SC014005) Sunday 

2nd December 2012 Worship for 
Advent will be conducted by the 
minister, Rev Elizabeth Watson, 
at 10.30am. Tea and coffee will 
be served in the Transept after 

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 37500 Quote ARR

Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782, ATOL Protected 6081. 
Single supplement applies.  Subject to availability.

For more great off ers visit: www.arranbanner.reader.travel

†Our price includes your fl ights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget. However, at your time of booking, should the cost of your fl ight exceed this budget,  we reserve the right 
to charge a supplement, which we will advise you of at this time.

  Return fl ight from Glasgow airport to Naples†

  Airport taxes & return transfer from
Naples airport to your hotel

  7 nights stay at the 3 star Hotel Tourist 
with dinner & breakfast.
(There is also a choice of further 3 and 4 star hotels 
which are available at a supplement)

  Included excursions to Pompeii & Vesuvius, the
Island of Capri and a tour of the Amalfi  Drive

  Free time in Sorrento

Included excursions to Pompeii & Vesuvius, the Island of Capri and a tour of the Amalfi  Drive

For generations, visitors have fallen 
in love with the outstanding natural 
beauty of the Bay of Naples, its 
unrivalled shoreline and its ancient 
wonders…. falling under the spell of 
romantic southern Italy.

& the Bay of Naples

Selected departures
May - October 2013
From Glasgow airport

Sorrento, Capri
8 days from £929pp

THANK YOU

Happy 18th Birthday 

‘Babbies’
Love from all your family x

MACKENZIE, JAMES
Dad, no special day is needed 
for us to think of you. You 
are always in our hearts no 
matter what we do. Love June 
and James.

The beautiful snow encrusted Arran hills were photographed by our reporter Jenny 
Lyon on her way to work on Wednesday morning. As she herself said: ‘It’s not a bad 
commute to work in the morning. No traffic jams here, just deer and sheep on the 
roads.’

the service. All most welcome. 
There will be a service in 

Cooriedoon at 2.30pm. All 
welcome. The Church Christmas 
Card, to be sent to all members, 
will be available to be signed, 

and all proceeds will go to 
charity.

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 2nd December 

Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 
Brodick

11am Morning worship
Tea/Coffee after the service

Home Fellowship Group meets 
on Wednesday

At 7.30pm, for details telephone 
860 232

Everyone very welcome.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Services as follows
Shiskine 11.00am (Church on 
road between Blackwaterfoot 

and Machrie)
Brodick 7pm (Church behind 

Service will be taken by Rev 
Kenny Boyd
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND(CONTINUING)
ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND(CONTINUING)

Sunday 2nd December
Morning Service 11am

Trust Housing Lounge, Glen 
Estate, Brodick

Evening Service   6.30pm
5 Glen Road, Brodick

Wednesday 5th December 
 Prayer Meeting    7pm

5 Glen Road
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS, QUAKERS
 December 2nd in Dippin 

House, Dippen at 11.  Enquiries 
to Judith 820223.  All very 

welcome

Keith and Lorna Thomson 
(nee Basford) are delighted 
to announce the safe arrival 
of Murray George Thomson 

born 7th November 2012 
at Aberdeen Maternity 

Hospital weighing 7lbs 15. 

sides.



Arran’s Weekly Newspaper

Sport

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
Tel: 01770 302142 - Fax 01770 302021

E-mail: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

The Arran Banner’s circulation is independently audited by the Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC Ltd) - 
www.abc.org.uk.  The total average weekly net circulation for the 52 issues between 3rd January 2011 and
1st January 2012 was 3,093.  The Arran Banner will continue to be independently audited.

The Isle of Arran’s senior 
rugby team will resume their 
league campaign this Sat-
urday with a home match 
against Millbrae RFC.

After a four-week break 
for the autumn internation-

for the game that could help 
them creep up the table. 

Arran’s last game was on 
October 27 when they over-
whelmed Lanark RFC 38-0. 

The team were scheduled to 
play Jordanhill Phoenix at the 
beginning of November but 
sadly the Glasgow team were 
unable to raise a team and the 

until February 23. 
After a promising start to 

the season in division three 
Arran are currently sitting 
in fourth place behind Ud-
dingston RFC but both teams 
have 22 points. 

Loch Lomond and Oban 
Lorne RFC are at the top of 
the table but with a number 

The results from Lamlash 
Bridge Club for Monday 26 
November were:

N/S 1 Trish Martin and Ali-
son Bilsland +4770, 2 John 
and Mary Dick +4680, 3 
Elizabeth McConnell and Pat 
Adamson +2280.

E/W 1 Janie McClure and 
Anne McKelvie –1850, 2 
Janette McBride and Eendy 
McNiven –2180, 3 Melvin 
and Ellie Jones –2270.

Arran are geared up for this weekend’s match against Millbrae RFC. 01_b48rug01 

Back to 
business 
after
autumn
break

of key games in the weeks 
running up to Christmas, it is 
hoped that the island’s team 
can end the year near the top 
of the league. 

placed Millbrae this Saturday 
will help Arran to move up 
the table once again. 

Please come along to the 
Ormidale Park at 2pm on Sat-
urday and support the team. 

Lamlash
Bridge Club

The Kilmory pool team 
PT1934 have topped the 
league table this week after an 
8-2 victory over Kildonan.

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
have been pushed into second 
place with six points – one 
less than PT1934 - and Mac’s 
Bar are third with another six 
points.

The full results were: Drift 
Inn 5 Whiting Bay GC 5 
(G), Kildonan 2 PT1934 (G), 
Mac’s Bar (G) 6 Catacol 4. 

Below are the preliminary 
draws for the single and dou-
bles competitions. 

Singles prelims to be played 
by Sunday 9 December: D 
Prescott (W/Bay) v M Wor-
thington (1934) at Kildonan, 
J Picken (1934) v D Nichol-
son (Kildonan) at Whiting 
Bay Golf Club, G McLeod 
(W/Bay) v R May (Kildonan) 
at the PHT, K Jackson (W/
Bay) v T Mulholland (1934) 
at Kildonan, D Head (W/Bay) 
v P McKinnon (Mac’s) at the 
PHT, P Millard (Kildonan) v 
L Wilson (Drift) at Whiting 
Bay Golf Club, J Ainsworth 
(W/Bay) v L Little (PHT) 
at the Drift, J Copperwheat 
(Drift) v P Holmes (PHT) at 
Mac’s and J McKechnie (W/
Bay) v I Clarke (Mac’s) at the 
Drift.

Doubles prelims to be played 
by Sunday 16 December: G 
McLeod/D Hackett (W/Bay) 
v L Little/D Hamilton (PHT) 
at the Drift, K Jackson/B 
Hamilton (W/Bay) v P Mil-
lard/R May (Kildonan) at the 
PHT, B Donlin/J McNeaney 
(PHT) v D Head/F Barr (W/
Bay) at the Drift, J McIntosh/
L Wilson (Drift) v D Smith/
E Picken (1934) at the PHT, 
T Mulholland/S Robinson 
(1934) v P Holmes/K Hogg 
(PHT) at Whiting Bay Golf 
Club, A McDonald/S Kelso 
(W/Bay) at N McMaster/J 
Picken (1934) at Kildonan 
and I Wright/I Clarke (Mac’s) 
v J Ainsworth/D Prescott (W/
Bay) at the PHT. 

All winners to phone in the 
result to the PHT on 600418.  

PT1934
top pool 
league
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