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Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

Telephone: 01770 600242 
Fax: 01770 600714

John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers

Full Design Service • Extensions Alterations • Repairs 

Replacement • Double Glazing • Kitchens • Roads 
& Bridges Construction • Tarmacadam & Concrete 

Surfacing • Excavation & Drainage

Any Job  Large or Small • Estimates Free

Visit our new website for full details of all our 
products and housing developments
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk

LAMLASH GARAGE
MOT DISCOUNT!

Car MOT Fee - £40.00 (Normal price £54.85)

All your vehicle requirements under one roof
Contact Willie Campbell on 01770 600328

MOT’s, repairs, servicing
Full body repair service available
Panel beating, spray painting

4 WHEEL LASER ALIGNMENT 
NOW AVAILABLE

Members of local emergency rescue teams were able to see first hand the 
challenges facing the crew of the helicopter – especially when forced to use night 
vision goggles when flying after dark. Photo by  Martin Ross. 

Plans have been formalised this 
week for Brodick’s new £14m link-
span that will see the island’s main 
port considerably increase in size.

The new causeway and linkspan 
will be built on the site of the old 
sand plant in Brodick and will be a 
mirror image of the existing pier.

Ken Thorburn, chairman of the is-
land’s ferry committee, said the new 

causeway will have a gentler curve 
to make access easier for lorries and 
will go out to deeper water.

He said: ‘Part of the plan also 
means that the sand plant will be-
come the new car marshalling area 
which means the old area can be 
used as a car park/drop off point.

the old one may become the island’s 

new police station.’ 
Guy Platten, chief executive of 

Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd 
(CMAL) said: ‘We are aiming to 
commence construction in late sum-
mer 2013 with an anticipated 12 
months on site. This will also allow 
construction costs to be spread over 

‘Funding is of course always go-

ing to be problematic however we 

the right solution which ensures this 
vital infrastructure replacement can 
go ahead.’ 

Arran’s MSP Kenneth Gibson said 
the new linkspan demonstrates the 
Scottish Government’s commit-
ment to the islands. He said: ‘Along 
with 56 affordable new homes for 

Lamlash; £682,000 Special Island 
Needs Allowance this year; a £1.6 
million grant to create 37 jobs for 
A Taste of Arran and continuation 
of all seven island primary schools, 
my lobbying for Arran and the SNP 
Government’s willingness to sup-
port the island shows how much 
better Arran is under the SNP - even 

Plans unveiled for new £14m linkspan at Brodick Harbour

Helicopter crew flies in 
for emergency training
Imagine you’re lying alone 
high on an Arran hillside…
perhaps you’ve broken a bone 
in your leg or ankle and you 
can’t move without causing 
unbearable pain. 

Or maybe you’re trapped 
in rapidly rising floodwater 
in Glen Rosa and can see no 
means of escape. 

Your best hope of survival 
in either of these situations is 
that one of Arran’s emergency 
rescue teams will help winch 
you to safety on board the 
HMS Gannet Royal Navy Sea 
King helicopter.

On Monday evening the 
crew of HMS Gannet landed 
in Lamlash to deliver impor-
tant training as part of the Ar-
ran Resilience programme. 

The crew provided useful in-
formation about working with 
helicopters safely in a manner 
that will help the Gannet crew 

during an incident. Arran Re-
silience aims to bring together 
the island’s emergency teams 
so that in the event of multi-
ple or major incidents, teams 
can work more effectively 
together to provide quality 
casualty care.

Dr David Hogg, co-ordina-
tor of Arran Resilience and 
Salaried GP of Arran Medical 
Group, explained: ‘All emer-
gency responders on Arran 
are likely to require helicopter 
assistance at some point. 

‘We were delighted that the 
team at HMS Gannet were 
able to assist us with train-
ing.’

The Gannet team brought re-
sponders up to date with safety 
considerations and ways of 

improving communication 
with helicopter crew. 

Dr Hogg said: ‘There’s an 
appetite for continual skills 
development and we’re trying 
to make more simulation train-
ing available to our teams. 

‘As well as enhancing skills, 
it allows responders to work 
more closely together; simple 
things like knowing other 
responders’ names and what 
other teams are capable of, 

dealing with an incident.’
Arran Resilience itself has 

become increasingly cited as 
a model of emergency team 
integration that could be rolled 
out to other islands and rural 
areas.

With winter weather ap-
proaching,  communities 
across Scotland have been 
encouraged to develop a local 
resilience plan. 

OUT NOW
The 2012 Arran Index
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FOR LANDSCAPING & GROUND WORKS 
See: www.broombrae.co.uk & the Arran Index

Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434 

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk 
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS  
&  GARDENS LTD isle of arran.

The Arran Mountain Rescue

exercise of the winter season
on Sunday.

The exercise involved two

have turned the tables by

cils in 2010/11.
Attendance at work im

proved in the year to March
2011 by 36 percent, with

of 11.6 days per employee
in 2009/10 to 7.4 days in
2010/11.

Annual report
An annual report by Audit

country for employee attend
ance at work.

cil has taken a number of

improvement in attendance.
This includes the introduc

Lives initiative, improved

occupational health, physio

ures and praised the efforts

Improvement
He said: ‘There has been a

April 2010 and March 2011.
‘To have risen from one of

he added.
‘I would like to thank all of

our staff for their efforts and

Staff at the Auchrannie Re

they picked up the Family
Outlet of the Year Award at

Richard Small, both of whom
collected the award from ac

Alan Halliday.

overall family friendly nature
of Auchrannie Resort, both
in terms of facilities and cus
tomer service.

the award, Richard said: ‘We
have all worked hard in re
cent years to ensure Auchran

sorts.

Staff post 
fewer
sick days  

Actress Denise Van Outen and award sponsor, Coca Cola’s Alan Halliday present the 
Auchrannie’s Linda Johnston and Richard Small with the award.

of AMRT said: ‘Both par

Mhor where they were met
with a few scenarios involv

niques.
‘Ruby the Search and Res

the team and proved to be of
Mountain Rescue team 
members Ali Hume and 
Andy Walker climbing on 
Cir Mhor on Sunday. 

Family friendly resort picks up top award

in a brand new visitor attrac
tion in the form of the Playba
rn but we also ensure that all
three of our restaurants offer

that staff are fully trained to
offer the level of service and
support that families require

followed on Friday by con

Brasserie has been shortlist
ed for a 2012 Scottish Res
taurant Award, the results of
which will be revealed next
February.

Please contact reception for details, 
terms & conditions 01770 860 444

Best Western Kinloch Hotel
Presents

 Winter Specials! 
Morning coffee & afternoon tea 

Cup of tea/filter coffee plus a piece of home baking
 £2.20 

PLUS free re-fill!
Available from 10am until 4.30pm 

Mega Meal Deal
2 courses & a drink £10.95
3 courses & a drink £13.95 

(Glass of wine, half pint of draught lager or soft drink)
Available from 12pm until 2.30pm & 5pm until 6pm

Swimming Saver 
Pay for a swim, stay for dinner and we’ll refund your entry 

fee from your meal!
Available from 4pm until 8pm daily

Pool entry - Adults £3.00 Children £1.50
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On Sunday 20 November 
there will be a multi-incident 
exercise held across Arran. 

Exercise Alliance will see 
most of the local emergency 
services involved. 

Please do not be alarmed 
if you see multiple teams 
responding to incidents and 
please help by allowing them 
to make their way quickly to 
these scenarios

Two issues close to islanders’ 
hearts are currently the sub-
ject of national petitions. 

The HM Government e-
petition for cheaper petrol 
and diesel has already got 
109,747 signatures and can 
be accessed on epetitions.di-
rect.gov.uk/departments/14.

A petition to save MCA 
Coastguard stations is on 
epetitions.direct.gov.uk/de-
partments/10 and has 1,756 
signatures.

If a petition gets up to 
100,000 signatories, then it 
becomes eligible for debate 
in the House of Commons.

Four Arran youngsters will 
be singing for Pudsey for this 
year’s BBC Children in Need 
appeal.

Last Saturday Emily De-
vine, Megan Hodkinson, Ol-
ivia Barker and Toni McPhee 
travelled to Glasgow for re-
hearsals at Kelvinside Acad-
emy, accompanied by Princi-
pal Teacher of Music David 
Lambert and Pauline Robert-
son. A total of 22 Arran pupils 
auditioned before the four 
girls were selected.

Pauline said: ‘We were at 
rehearsals at Kelvinside on 
Saturday. 

Rehearsals
‘There will be further rehears-

als on 17 and 18 November at 
the BBC in Glasgow with the 
live television performance 
during the Friday evening.’  

Pupils from schools right 
across Scotland will be com-
ing together to Sing for Pud-
sey - and BBC Scotland want 
you to do the same.

Children between the age 
of 10 and 17 years old are al-

The Arran Red Cross uni-
form issue seems to have 
been resolved.

Three weeks ago, we re-
ported following an edict that 
all volunteer drivers must 
wear uniforms all 22 local 
Red Cross fundraisers were 
resigning. In particular vol-
unteer driver and fundraiser 
Alison Bilsland had been 
‘stripped of all her duties and 
had her membership ID con-

to wear the uniform.

All drivers had been told 

Red Cross uniforms, even if 
like Alison they were only 
using their cars seven times a 
year to take patients to Lam-
lash hospital or to the ferry 
for mainland hospital ap-
pointments.

Now at a special meeting 
in the Ormidale Pavilion 
on Tuesday common sense 
seems to have prevailed. 

About 15 local volunteers 
met with Marie Hayes, Red 

Cross operations director 
west central and south-west 
Scotland.

Vic Iutz, of Blackwaterfoot, 
said: ‘The Red Cross now 
accept that wearing uniforms 
is not essential. It is not a 
health and safety issue nor is 
it a legal requirement. 

‘People donate money to 
the Red Cross, not to have it 
splashed out on unnecessary 
uniforms.

‘Now we can get back to 
normal.’

The Arran Music and Drama 
Club’s rehearsals for the mu-
sical ‘Little Shop of Horrors’ 
began on Thursday night with 
an enthusiastic ‘read through’ 
of this very unusual and 
amusing show.

Next week the members 
are looking forward to hear-
ing a recording of this musi-
cal score with such catchy 
songs.

After December 1 there 
will be a seasonal break un-
til January 12 with auditions 
scheduled for Saturday 28 
and Sunday 29 January.

So there is plenty of time for 
new members to join in this 

Do come along on Thurs-
days to Brodick Hall at 
7.30pm and join the club, 
front or backstage!

Remember, the club’s annu-
al jumble sale will be held on 
Saturday 4 February; do mark 
it in your diaries for 2012.

Red Cross uniforms ‘not essential’ as 
common sense prevails at meeting

Coastguard and 
petrol petitions 
lodged with 
government

Don’t panic 
- incident will
be an exercise

Drama
club’s 
horror
show

Fab four selected 
to sing for Pudsey

ready forming a choir in the 
lead-up to this year’s charity 
night and will come together 

Quay headquarters on Friday 
18 November to perform, not 
only to Scotland, but also as 
part of a UK choir.

BBC Scotland are now ask-
ing for people of all ages 
and all backgrounds to form 
a choir with colleagues or 
friends, raise some money 
with their own performance, 

and send the footage in. It 
could then be used on the 
night and featured in a BBC 
One Scotland highlights pro-
gramme on Saturday 19 No-
vember. 

For more information on 
how to form your own choir 
email CINchoirscot@bbc.
co.uk

The Scottish school ensem-
ble will form part of a 2,500 
strong choir where children 
across the UK will sing si-

multaneously to back young-
sters in London who are cur-
rently being taught to sing 

-
reth Malone’s CBBC Show 
The Big Performance.

This year’s BBC Children 
in Need in Scotland will be 
presented by Jackie Bird, 

Glasgow and Jackie will also 
present the highlights pro-
gramme for BBC One Scot-
land.

Arran High pupils Emily Divine, Megan Hodkinson, Olivia Barker and Toni McPhee, 
with Pudsey Bear centre.      b45pud01

Newdesk
01770 302142

 www.thedouglashotel.co.uk 

CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR DETAILS
www.thedouglashotel.co.uk

Lunches and Dinners
Quick Bites 

Coffee, Tea & Cakes
Cocktails

Wine & Nibbles

Christmas
  at the Douglas 

We have some availability for 

Party Nights and are now 

taking reservations for

Christmas Lunch
in our Bistro CALL 01770 302968

With special ROOM RATES for party guests
why not save a taxi fare and make a real night of it? 

LIVE MUSIC IN THE BAR EVERY
OTHER SATURDAY

Winter
at

The Douglas Hotel
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More than 100 representa-
tives from 54 local com-
munity organisations dis-
cussed the future of services 
provided by North Ayrshire 
Council at the Ardrossan 
Civic Centre on Monday.

Representatives from Arran 
Community Council, Brod-
ick Improvements Commit-
tee, Arran Community and 
Voluntary Services and the 
Elderly Forum attended. 

They took part in the four 

workshops. Council Leader 
David O’Neill and Chief Ex-
ecutive Elma Murray opened 
the sessions on Monday by 
outlining the challenges 
faced by the Council and 
the focus on the four main 
subjects being discussed, 
namely:

- Regenerating our com-
munities and increasing em-
ployment.

- Improving educational 
attainment.

The public representatives taking part in the Straight Talking workshops in 
Ardrossan Civic Centre on Monday. b45talk01

Aiken Adam and Lyle Robertson showing their dads how it is done at pool and 
table tennis.      

As we witness the demise 
of one wooden Community 
Centre (in Lamlash) there is 
another which is very much 
alive in Kildonan. 

Local parent Keith Rob-
ertson explained: ‘Of course 
‘Community Centre’ is just 
a posh word for village hall 
and judging by the great 

-
nitely alive and kicking.’ 

But how often does all the 

community regularly meet 
together, particularly across 
the generations? 

‘Activities tend to favour 
one age group or another so 
that is why the regular Tues-
day night Kildonan games 
night is different from most 
youth clubs, in that you have 
to bring a parent to stay and 
join in,’ said Keith.

They have been gifted a 
-

ble and dartboard and have 

use of the hall’s table-tennis 
table (other suggestions are 
welcome). They meet every 
Tuesday during term time 
from 7pm to 8.30pm and all 
are very welcome. 

Keith added: ‘Its an indoor 
thing that doesn’t involve 
an X-Box. So get Mum or 
Dad (or an over 18 sibling) 
to come along and join in on 
Tuesday nights.’ 

Phone Keith on 820314 for 
any further information.

Kildonan hall alive and kicking

Straight Talking marks a way 
forward for island groups

- Protecting vulnerable 
people, and; 

-
ly and effectively.

These workshops lasted 
about 45 minutes, then each 
group gave a summary to the 
general audience. All par-
ticipants agreed it had been 
a useful exercise and looked 
forward to reading the re-
ports and action plans when 
published.

You can now have your say 
by joining the online Straight 
Talking sessions. The Coun-
cil Leader and Chief Execu-
tive talk about the areas be-
ing discussed in a six-minute 
video at the NAC website 
– www.north-ayrshire.gov.

detailed information about 
the subjects being discussed, 
along with the presentation 
made by the Council Leader 
and Chief Executive to the 
face-to-face sessions. 

about the online sessions and 
the subjects to be discussed 
on the website.Council leader David O’Neill and chief executive Elma 

Murray addressing the company. b45talk02
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The Lord of the Isles made 

The Caledonian Mac

ferry when the Caledonian 

January.

After the trial run at Brod

at that time of year.
The Lord of the Isles, berthing at Brodick pier for the first time on Tuesday.    01_b45lord01

All of the Community Coun

that the Council formally ob

Lord of the Isles

NAC to oppose new 
power station plan

are welcome. 

bottle of wine or other re

ernment.

Hunterston Power Station with Arran in the 
background.     

M.B.S.
B U I L D I N G  a n d T I M B E R  S U P P L I E S

The Old Pier, Whiting Bay. Tel: (01770) 700202, Fax: (01770) 700711

OPEN Monday-Saturday 8.00 a.m.- 5 p.m. DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

PAINT

PLUMBING

TOOL HIRE

 TIMBER
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Got a story for 
The Arran 

Banner? Call 
our reporters on 
01770 302142.

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxi’s
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow Airport £30

Prestwick Airport £23

Irvine Central Hospital £14

Crosshouse Hospital £20

Ayr Hospital £30

Troon Harbour £21

Seamill Hydro £12

Kilmarnock £22

Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service
www.mainland-taxis.co.uk
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

Id
ea

l G
ift

It pays to advertise in
 the Arran Banner 

ALEX BAIRD
DOUBLE GLAZING

Windows, Doors 
Patio/French Doors, Composite Doors

Porches/Sunrooms
No freebies just down to earth prices

01290 420587 or 07775 594115
www.alexbairddoubleglazing-cumnock.co.uk

SAVE MONEY BY FITTING
ENERGY RATED WINDOWS

8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport
£30.00

Prestwick Airport
£25.00

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

Hallowe’en fever seemed to 
take over the entire island 
last weekend with children 
and adults from all over Ar-
ran getting into the party 
spirit.

We ran a four-page picture 
special last week of fantas-
tic photographs from parties 
held in all of the island’s 
main villages.

But we’ve received even 
more pictures and thought it 
was only fair to print them 
this week.

Witches, fairies and a Mr 
Potato Head turned out in 
force to enjoy the Auchran-

-
een party. 

Doughnuts on a string, 
spooky Pictionary and apple 
dooking were just some of 
the activities on offer. 

The mixture of ghostly 
games and creepy cartoons 
were followed by a Hal-
loween buffet consisting of 

Many thanks to all who 
made the special effort to 
dress up in such splendid 
Halloween costumes, and 

lucky winners of our fancy 
dress competition.

The Arran Beaver Scouts 
also held a fantastic party in 
Lamlash on Thursday night 
with youngsters having a 
wail of a time in their fantas-
tic costumes.

The residents of Strathwhil-
lan had a ‘spooktacular’ time 
at their party too – proving 
that Halloween isn’t just for 
the youngsters. 

Getting into Hallowe’en spirit

Brodick youngsters had a ‘wail’ of a time at the 
Auchrannie Playbarn’s Hallowe’en party. 

Hallowe’en fun for Arran’s Beaver Scouts.

Arran’s Beaver Scouts enjoyed a fantastic Hallowe’en 
party. 

There were some fantastic outfits on show at the 
Beaver Scouts party. 

The residents of 
Strathwhillan get into the 
Hallowe’en spirit.  

Dooking for apples at the 
Playbarn party.  

Feed in tariffs to be reduced by 50%
to take advantage of high rate 

you must act before 12th December.
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The National Theatre of 
Scotland brought the remark-
able story of one man build-
ing a two-mile road on his 
Hebridean Island to Arran on 
Saturday night. 

Calum’s Road follows the 
formidable story of Raasay’s 
version of our local road 
campaigner Ian Small.

Based on the book of the 
same name by Roger Hutch-
inson, it tells the true story of 
Calum MacLeod, who grew 
so weary of the council’s 
failure to build a road on his 
native North Raasay that he 
set about building it himself. 

Stone by stone, he spent 
a decade laying a one-and-
three-quarter mile route 
between Arnish, where he 
lived, and Brochel Castle. 

Eventually, the council ac-
knowledged his efforts and 
surfaced the road.

Capturing this story on 
stage was a formidable task, 

writer Gerry Mulgrew was 
to create the impression of 
ten years’ hard labour on an 
Inner Hebridean island using 
only the resources of a studio 
theatre.

One way he achieves it is in 
-

ment about Gordon Dav-
idson’s set of small boxes, 
which the cast repeatedly 
spread out then gather, pile 
up then rearrange.

According to his daughter, 
MacLeod was a man who 
never sat down and, indeed, 
it’s with a sense of alarm 
when we see actor Iain Mac-
rae slumped in his wheelbar-

The actors are supported 
by the back projections of 
Evanton-based video design-

Highland roads, ferry boats, 
island houses and painted 
portraits of the characters 
to enhance the reality of the 
story. 

It’s a technique that could 
easily have overwhelmed the 
production, but the images 
are simple enough not to be 
distracting and elemental 
enough not to usurp the the-
atrical imagination.

With strong musical input 
from Alasdair Macrae, it is a 
performance built around the 
ensemble even though it tells 
the story of such a solitary 

and single-minded endeav-
our. 

That’s because the reper-
cussions of MacLeod’s en-
terprise are widespread. 

On one hand, the construc-
tion of the road is a monu-
mental solo feat; on the oth-
er, it is a symbol of romantic 
futility that affects us all. 

To build a road single-hand-
edly might seem impossible, 
but what is really impossible 
is keeping people living on 
the island.

The road is the grand ges-
ture of a man who loves the 
landscape, culture and lan-
guage he has grown up with. 

His adult daughter, played 
by Ceit Kearney, and her 
childhood sweetheart, played 
by Finlay Welsh, also feel 
that love but, having moved 
to the central belt, they can 
no longer be properly part 
of the place. Like the Gaelic 
language, the island is easier 
to love than commit to. 

It means the road is both 
awe-inspiring and tragic, a 
mighty accomplishment that 
failed in its primary aim to 
regenerate the island.

Jennifer Lyon

Iain Nicholson, who grew up on the island, takes his son Alex with him to Raasay 
where they see Calum’s Road for themselves. 01_b45cal01 

Calum’s Road 
reaches Arran 
for one night
National Theatre tells of one 
man’s mission to save island

Balmichael
Visitor Centre

Now closed 
for the winter

Reopening
Spring 2012

Cleaner
Available
A few slots left

Contact Helen
303566



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses
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Find us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

Brodick Bridge 
Club

The results for Thursday 3 
November were as follows: 
N/S 1 Trisha Martin and 
Douglas Hamilton + 1480, 
2 Liz Paul and Helen Boyd 
+550, 3 Brenda Livingstone 
and Jean Murchie –500. 

E/W 1 Elizabeth McConnell 
and Margaret McGill +2450, 
2 John and Jan Beattie +
1500, 3 Peter Thompson and 
Janette McBride +920.

Lamlash
Bridge
Club
The results for Monday 7 No-
vember were as follows: N/S 
1 J McLure and A McKelvie 
+3030, 2 H Boyd and J Mur-
chie +2010, 3 J Barclay and I 
Macarthur +1600. 

E/W 1 B Livingstone and 
M Gardiner +300, 2 E Mc-
Niven and J McBride –890, 3 
P Adamson and E McConnell 
–1030.

We must never forget 
Today (Friday) is Remembrance Day; a day when at the 
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month 

men and women in war.
Charles Currie’s feature this week about his grandfather 

and great-uncle who fought in the First World War – one 
surviving and one not – is an emotive piece.

We probably all pass at least one of Arran’s war memorials 
on a daily basis but how many times do we actually stop to 
think of who those men actually were.

Since 1921 war memorials have been erected all over 
Arran so that people of our generation, and the next 

They were intended to be a permanent reminder of the 
horror of war, and of the losses sustained by families on 
this small isle. 

It is therefore a tragic comment on our society that 
increasing numbers of war memorials are being desecrated 
as thieves steal the metal plaques to sell them for a few 
pounds as scrap metal. 

You are forced to pause in wonder at the mental universe 
of someone who could desecrate a memorial in that way. 

It is thanks to the deaths of men like John Bannatyne 
McCallum and Ronald Murchie that this country – and 
much of the world – was saved from disaster. 

It is thanks to the dead of two world wars that those 
thieves enjoy peace, democracy, the welfare state and free 
speech.

Think of them as they stole towards the memorial, hoods 
up, crowbars out. 

They didn’t care about the war, about the nobility of the 
dead, or Britain. 

They were utterly cynical, corrupted by a desire for metal, 
and probably not very bright. 

It was only last summer that one of these metal thieves 
approached what he thought was a signalling cable on the 
South Western train network, and took out his axe. 

over his head and brought it down hard enough to sever the 
cable – only to discover that it was carrying 33 kilovolts 
of electricity. 

a market for their plunder in scrap metal merchants, and 
those markets need to be closed down. 

Imagine if the war memorials on Arran, which we pass 
everyday, disappeared overnight. 

That person must have known the object he was handling 
was sacred to the memory of people who were killed in 
the war. 

Those who gave their lives deserve to be remembered 
in glory; and those who violate their memory deserve an 
eternity of shame.

Tree felled 
Sir, 
Thank you for attending 
to the tree that got in the 

from your web cam.
Greatly appreciated!

Yours, 
Wilma Conner 
Calgary
Canada

Church
unchanged
Sir, 
Your article on the induction 
of our former minister, 
Reverend David Karoon 
contains a slight inaccuracy.

I quote: ‘Rev D Karoon...
resigned as pastor of Arran 
Free Church because he was 
opposed to it abandoning its 
traditional psalms only stance 
and allowing ‘uninspired 
hymns and musical 
instruments in worship’.

The facts are that the 
General Assembly of the 
Free Church of Scotland 
decided in November 2010 to 
allow each Kirk Session the 
liberty to use hymns, spiritual 

Kildonan WRI 
Kildonan Rural will be 
holding an Open Night in 
Kildonan Hall on Tuesday
15 November at 7.30pm 
when Kate Sampson 
will be giving a talk with
the title Goatfell - Everything 
but the Goat. 

As this evening is open 
to non-members we look 
forward to welcoming all 
our friends (both male and 
female).

There will be our usual 
supper of sandwiches and 
home-baking.

Shiskine WRI 
On Wednesday 2 November 
at Shiskine Public Hall 

Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to 
the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of 
Jacob. He will judge between the nations and will settle 
disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into 
ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation 
will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for 
war any more. (Isaiah 2: 3-4)

songs etc and/or musical 
accompaniment in public 
worship, if they so wish, in 
conjunction with the psalms, 
which must always be used.

Our practice and preference 
in Arran Free Church remains 
unchanged – the singing of 
psalms only, without musical 
accompaniment.

Yours, 
William McAllister 
Session Clerk Arran Free 
Church

Fuel
debate
A reader has sent us a copy 
of this letter he received from 
Katy Clark MP on the issue of 
Arran’s high fuel prices. 
Dear Sir,  
I write to thank you for your 
email sent on 28 October 2011 
in support of the Fair Fuel 
UK campaign and calling 
for a debate in the House of 
Commons on the subject. 

I am fully aware of the 
impact that high fuel prices 
are having on individuals and 
business across the United 
Kingdom and agree. 

The tremendous support 
the Fair Fuel UK e-petition 
has received since it was 
submitted on September 30 
indicates just how strongly 
people feel on this issue. 

I believe it is important 
that the matter is debated in 
Parliament and I am very 
pleased to inform you that 
the Backbench Business 
Committee met earlier this 
week and have scheduled 
a debate on the issue to 
take place on Tuesday 15 
November in the House of 
Commons Chamber. 

I am delighted that the time 
has been found to allow this 
debate to happen and am 
grateful to you for taking the 
time to get in touch on this 
matter. 

I do have some concerns 
about the text of the motion 
which is being put down but I 
will consider it very carefully 
as I believe that it is important 
that the Government is sent a 
very strong message on this 
issue.

If you feel I can be of any 
further assistance on this or 
any other matter please do 
not hesitate to get in touch. 

With best wishes,
Katy Clark
MP for North Ayrshire 

and Arran 

Shoebox
appeal
Sir,
Despite the economic 
gloom, the result of the 2011 
Blythswood Care Christmas 
Shoe Box Appeal was an 
excellent 179 boxes and £537 
in donations being sent from 
the island.

Please pass on my grateful 
thanks to all who contributed 
to this appeal. 

Their contributions were an 
important part of the total.

These boxes bring great joy 
to those most in need and 
show that there are people 
who care.

I look forward to next year 
when we can all make this 
appeal as successful again.

Now is the time to start 
collecting for 2012!

Yours,
Hamish Mitchell
On behalf of St Brides 

Church 
Brodick

our President Jerry Arthur 
welcomed everyone to the 
meeting and especially to 
some new visitors.

Judith Porter gave a very 
interesting demonstration 
about cake decorating 
with jam, and guess what 
I think some of us ladies 
might be giving this a 
try ourselves during these 
winter evenings.

The competition of three 
jam tarts was won by Marion 
Brambles, and the Exhibition 
of an Autumn photograph 
was won by Eileen Mills and 
second was Morag Murchie. 
Judith Porter kindly donated 
to of her cakes she had 
demonstrated with for the 

by Joan Stewart and Isobel 
McDonald. The next meeting 
will be on Wednesday 7 
December, members were 
also reminded that the 
Federation Rally will be held 
on Friday 11 November at the 
Kinloch Hotel.  Finally Morag 
Murchie was congratulated 
on her forthcoming Golden 
Wedding Anniversary.



www.arranbanner.co.uk THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 12 November, 2011 9

The Isle of May is now a National Nature Reserve and 
serves as an important research centre for breeding 
seabirds like the Puffin.

The Isle of May in the Firth of Forth became only the 
second bird observatory in the UK in 1934.  

Members of the Arran Natu-
ral History Society were 
recently transported to the 
remarkable Isle of May at 
their indoor meeting for No-
vember.

The presentation on ‘The 
Isle of May’ was by Terry 
Southall, one of the mem-
bers.

Terry is the only licensed 
bird ringer on the island with 
over 40 years experience. 
Throughout his talk he drew 
on his extensive knowledge.

In his introduction to this 
island, anchored on the edge 
of the Firth of Forth, Terry 
provided a magical mix of 
historical, geographical and 
archaeological information 
of this island that became 
only the second bird observa-
tory in the UK in 1934.

Terry highlighted the fact 
that the island is not only an 
important sea bird colony 
with the largest breeding pop-

but sitting close to major bird 
migration routes it is a haven 
for passing migrants.

Terry described the migra-
tory drift and gave mind-
blowing examples of the 
numbers of birds that turn up 
including 30,000 Blackbirds 
in one day. 

Two hundred and seventy 
six species have been re-
corded.

The island is now a Nation-
al Nature Reserve and serves 
as an important research cen-
tre for breeding seabirds like 

well as for the grey seals that 
pup there in autumn.

Terry described the various 
techniques used to trap and 
ring birds on the island draw-
ing on his personal experi-
ence in an informative and 
entertaining way. 

members to visit the island 
for themselves. 

There are sailings, weather 
permitting, from Anstruther 
every day of the week, ex-
cept Tuesdays, during the 
summer.

The interest generated by 
-

ed in the wide range of ques-
tions directed to Terry at the 
end of his presentation. 

The next indoor meeting 
of the Arran Natural History 
Society will take place on 
Thursday 1 December start-
ing at 8pm in the Rangers 
Centre in Brodick Country 
Park. At that meeting Chris 
Cathrine will talk about 
‘Buglife and Scottish Inver-

Isle of May reserve 
is brought to life
Licensed bird ringer Terry provides a 
magical mix for an enthralled audience

tebrates’. All welcome.
On Sunday 6 November, 15 

members of the ANHS en-
joyed a shore walk at Black-
waterfoot. Forty-two species 
of birds and four species of 
mammal were seen.  Check 
the calendar on the website 
http://www.arranwildlife.
co.uk/index.php/calendar.
html for details of future out-
door meetings.

Terry Southall is the only 
licensed bird ringer on the 
island with over 40 years 
experience.

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Follow us on 
facebook

J H Climie
Clachaig, Kilmory.

Wishes to announce that his farm fencing 
supplies business has been taken over by

Sliddery Supplies, Overdale, Sliddery.

As from 14th November 2011 please contact 
Sliddery Supplies on 870225 for fencing materials.

I would like to thank all my customers for 
their custom over the last 30 years.Reservation only tel: 01770 860 444

Christmas Day Lunch
£38.50 per person

Champagne reception from 1pm

FREE courtesy transfer home 
(Within the Shiskine Valley)

Reservation only tel: 01770 860 444

Kinloch Hotel Courtesy Bus 
Come out and enjoy dinner & drinks 

with us & we will drive you home!
Available every Friday and Saturday night at 

10pm (within the Shiskine Valley)
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PASSING the war me-
morial in Shiskine, I 
was drawn to look at 
the names of those 

who gave their lives for the 
promise of a ‘New World or-
der’ in the First World War. 

It struck me that the poten-
tial to forget these soldiers 
and sailors who died for our 
freedom was great, given the 
remote siting of the memo-
rial.

I believe that they should not 
just be names on a memorial 
but real boys and men who 
had lives, plans and hopes for 
a future.

My own grandfather, born 
at Drumadoon on 3 January 
1888 the eldest son of James 
Currie and Janet Stevenson, 
fought in the war with a Ca-
nadian regiment and survived 
to come back to Arran and 
marry, have three children 
and live and farm at Druma-
doon.

I felt obliged to learn more 
about the lives of other Arran 
boys who had also fought un-

not returned from France.
One such was John Ban-

natyne McCallum, born on 
22 February 1896 at Drum-
aghiner, Kilpatrick, the third 

Lest we forget those
They should not just be names on a 

memorial but real boys and men who 
had lives, plans and hopes for a future

‘
’

John Bannatyne McCallum and Ronald Murchie both 
lost their lives, and their futures, in 1917.  

James Currie worked with horses moving supplies and ammunition to the front line, 
including the major supply effort to Vimy Ridge. Picture from Tim Cook’s ‘Shock Troops’  

By
Charles Currie

child of Peter McCallum, a 
ploughman at Drumaghiner, 
and Margaret Bannatyne, the 
daughter of John, who farmed 
Drumaghiner. 

The McCallum family left 
Arran in 1906 for a new life in 
Canada, setting up as farmers 
in Success, Saskatchewan. 

There, Peter and Margaret 

and one daughter settled to 
live a new life as Canadians. 

Also in Success was John 
Bannatyne McCallum’s 
cousin Ronald Murchie, born 

at Upper Clachaig farm in 
the Southend on 8 February 
1893, the second son of Don-
ald Murchie and Charlotte 
Bannatyne.

On 27 April 1911 he ar-
rived in Halifax, Nova Scotia 
on board the ‘Sicilian’ from 
Glasgow. 

On the passenger list entry 
form he poignantly answered 
the question: ‘How long are 
you staying in Canada?’ with 
the answer: ‘a lifetime’.

The fickle finger of fate meant that Charles’ 
grandfather James Currie would return to Arran while 
50 others from the island were not so lucky.  
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who gave their lives
My grandfather, 

James Currie, 
crossed the At-
lantic two years 

as a shepherd in Arlington, 
Oregon, in the USA, before 
moving to Vancouver Island 
to work in the Wallace can-
ning factory in Port Alberni. 

At the outbreak of the First 
World War the Canadians 
played a major part in the ini-

-
ruary 1915 and distinguishing 
themselves with their tenacity 

second battle of Ypres, where 
they sustained 6,000 casual-
ties and faced the terror of 
lethal chlorine gas attack. 

By 1916 at the Somme, 
Mount Sorrel and St Eloi, the 
Canadians were considered 
the Shock troops of the allied 
effort but at a major cost in 
lives, losing 35,000 troops in 
these three battles.

James Currie; middle row, second from right; at the hospital where he recovered in Aldershot.

On John McCallum’s payment record the words ‘Killed 
in Action’ can clearly be seen in red ink.  

With a requirement for re-
enforcements ever growing 
James Currie, John McCal-
lum and Ronald Murchie all 
answered the call of their 
adopted country, James sign-
ing up for the 72nd Seaforth 
Highlanders at Vancouver in 
September 1915, while John 
and Ronald signed up in 
March 1916 at Swift Current, 
Saskatchewan.

James Currie sailed to Eng-
land May 1916 and complet-
ed training as a cold farrier 

in Bramshott, England, be-
fore being shipped to France, 
where for the next year he 
worked with horses moving 
supplies and ammunition to 
the front line, including the 
major supply effort to Vimy 
Ridge, where the Canadian 
assault for this strategically 
important salient played a 
major part in swinging the 
war in the allies’ favour.

Canadian War Museum his-
torian Tim Cook reported in 
his book Shock Troops: ‘The 
logistical preparation before 
the Battle of Vimy Ridge 
played an integral role in sup-
porting the troops at the sharp 
end. But the roads and condi-
tions behind the lines were so 
bad that horses and mules had 

to be mercy killed by the hun-
dreds as they were worked to 
death.’

From September 1917 until 
May 1918 James was hospi-
talised and then returned to 
the front for the last months 
of the war, being returned to 
England and released from 
service in June 1919 at Alder-
shot. He chose to remain in 
the UK and returned to Arran, 
where he married and settled 
back again as a farmer at Dru-
madoon.

John McCallum was 
shipped to England in 
November 1916 and 
on to France in January 

1917, joining the 102nd Bat-
talion at Vimy Ridge, which 
as previously stated was one 
of the bloodiest battles of the 
war. 

From information in the 
records it was clear that John 
would have been learning the 
job in action rather than as in 
the earlier years of the war 
away from the front prior to 
facing the enemy. 

It is recorded that battle 
hardened troops in the Cana-
dian forces, who had survived 
the early years of the war and 
were still in the front line, 
were reluctant to befriend 
the new recruits coming to 
the front, not out of contempt 
but for fear of making friend-
ships that all too soon would 
be abruptly ended due to the 

high attrition rate of new re-
cruits.

On 9 April 1917 John Ban-
natyne McCallum was shot 
and killed going over the top 

-
ful assault on Vimy ridge. 

He was given a temporary 
burial before being re-buried 
in a war cemetery near Vimy 
ridge. His cousin Ronald 
Murchie died on 4 Septem-
ber 1917, just south of Lens, 
having been fatally wounded 
in action, while also serving 
with the 102nd Battalion, and 
was buried at the Villers sta-
tion cemetery. 

The ‘lifetime’ that he had 
expected in Canada turned 
out to be less than six years.

chose that my grandfather 
should return to Arran while 
these two other Arran boys 
were among the 50-plus from 
the island who lost their lives 
to safeguard our future. 

We are the descendants of 
those who had families be-
fore the war and of those who 
survived the ‘war to end all 
wars’ and owe those who did 
not come back respect and 
the assurance that their sacri-

be remembered. 
They are not just names on 

a wall but by their supreme 

our world today in the 21st 
century.
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A little bit of Arran on

Elaine offering passers-by a wee dram of Scotch whisky.    

Now happily settled in their 
Spanish idyll, Castellon, 
expats Terry and Elaine 

Stevens send a report to 
the Banner of a ‘Scottish 

cultural event’ in the place 
they now call home

In October 2008 Terry 
and Elaine Stevens 
upped sticks from Oak-
bank Farm in Lamlash 

and set off into the sunset.
The brave couple had 

reached a certain age and 
decided to seek a new life 
in warmer climes. 

Now, three years on, they 
are integrated into a small 
town community on Spain’s 
Mediterranean coast in Cas-
tellon.

Terry came to Arran in his 
camper van and with his 
guitar in 1992 for the annu-
al Folk Festival and never 
returned south. He became 
a leading light in local 
groups Neat Malt and The 
Bouguille Band. Terry and 
Elaine married in the Lake 
District in May 1995.

A few weeks ago Terry 
contacted the Banner to ask 
a favour. 

He and Elaine were go-
ing to take part in a Span-
ish multi-cultural event in 
their village and they were 
looking for some photos of 
Brodick Highland Games to 

adorn their ‘Scots theme’ 
stall.

Of course, we were happy 
to oblige. Terry said: ‘The 
small town where we now 
live have asked Elaine and I 
to participate in their forth-
coming ‘Culture Weekend’ 
by providing a stall depict-
ing Scottish Culture.  

‘I brought my kilt with 
me and I’ll be singing some 
Scottish songs and Elaine is 
making tablet, shortbread, 
dropped scones etc.  

‘There will be stalls from 
many different countries so 
we want to do our best to 
promote Scotland in a good 
light. 

‘The favour, Howard, is 
to ask if it would be possi-
ble for you to send us some 
pictures of the Highland 
Games? 

‘We have many pictures of 
Arran we can use to show 
mountains and glens, stags, 
eagles and other wildlife, 
and of course traditional 
music but we’re lacking 
in pictures of Highland 
Games.’  

Terry added: ‘It is three 
years almost to the day that 
we left a rainy and rather 
chilly Arran to start a new 
adventure and build a new 
life in Spain. 

‘We arrived in the country 
with a very open mind and 
with no preconceived ideas 
ready to accept a new way 
of life and to absorb the cul-
ture.  

‘The early part of our time 
here was spent in the coun-
tryside, some 800 metres 
above sea level, surrounded 
by almond and olive trees 
plus vines. During March 
and April our 360 degree 
vista was a blanket of pink 
and white almond blossom.  

‘Our nearest neighbours 
were a couple of pig farms.  

‘The pork here is fantastic! 
Our nearest villages were 
about 18 kilometres away 
and, whilst it seemed quite 
idyllic, we were a bit isolat-
ed and when circumstances 
seemed to point towards a 
change, we moved to the 
province of Castellón.
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coast of sun-kissed Med
‘We now live some 200 

metres from the beach 

terrain which is ideal 
for cycling. However, a 20-
minute drive and we’re in the 
mountains again.

‘We can walk to town and 
are within easy reach of all 
amenities.

‘The town, like most towns 
on the coast, is split into the 
Pueblo and the Playa and the 
Playa is a holiday destina-
tion for the Spanish - there 
are very few English speak-
ing folk in this area. It’s a bit 
like Arran as it’s quite busy 
and bustling in the summer 
but quiet and peaceful in the 
winter and we like this.   

‘We have integrated very 
well and made friends with 
some English speaking 
Spanish people whom we 
see regularly so they can 
practice their English con-
versation and us our Span-
ish. 

‘We are still trying to mas-
ter the language but it quick-
ly became apparent that 

Flamenco dancers at the multi-cultural festival.    

Terry entertaining with some Scots numbers on guitar.     

it’s better to learn new lan-
guages when one is younger 
rather than older but we are 
determined to try and carry 
on improving.  

‘There are a few English 
on the site but our near-
est neighbours are Spanish 
which can only help our 
cause. 

‘This area has it’s own lan-
guage, Valenciano, which 
makes things a bit more dif-

-
stand Castilian thankfully!  

‘My faithful guitar has 
again opened doors for us 
and we are constantly meet-
ing new friends and keep-
ing ourselves occupied. We 
have been invited to many 
traditional Spanish events 
and are learning a lot about 
local cultures.  

‘All in all, we’re very hap-
py with no regrets.’

There were over 20 nation-
alities represented at the Se-
mana Intercultural event. The 
tables were set up in the vil-
lage square and a wide vari-
ety of food was available.

Terry said: ‘Entertain-
ment was Andalucian danc-
ing, Flamenco dancing and 
yours truly with some Scot-
tish songs. The Saturday 
was the culmination of a 

week of varied events aimed 
at improving relations be-
tween different cultures.

‘Please give our regards to 
any Arran folk that remem-
ber us.’

Terry Stevens and the Scottish table in the village 
square.    

‘It’s a bit like Arran as it’s quite 

busy and bustling in summer 

but quiet and peaceful in winter’

Lamlash Beaver, Cub & Scout Groups Fundraising Night

Beetle Drive   Raffle
Lamlash Golf Club

Saturday 12th November 7pm
Please come and join us for a fun evening!

All Welcome
In aid of Group funds
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Make sure your 
home’s prepared 
for the winter.

In case the weather turns nasty, everyone should make 
a plan for their home and collect a few everyday things:

Doing a few small things now, could save a lot of 
trouble later. Find out more at 

Earlier this year, all Arran
primary schools took part
in an attempt to break the
Guinness World Record for
bunting, in aid of Fairtrade
Fortnight.

And now they are indeed
world record breakers.

The children were issued
with triangular Fairtrade cot-

-
ed with paint, pen or mate-

in Brodick Co-op and also at
the Fairtarde coffee morning
in Brodick.

London and added to all the
other bunting from other parts
of the country, then hung up
in the capital on World Fair-

trade Day, Saturday 8 May.
Now local co-ordinator

Jan McGregor tells us that
they have indeed broken the
world record. A total of 3,427
metres of handmade cotton
bunting beat the previous
record by 731 metres.

A spokesperson said: ‘We
did it! Guinness World
Records just last week con-

record breakers.
‘This sends out a really

strong message that the UK
demands a better deal for
farmers in the developing
world and has already helped
take our message of trade
justice for African cotton
farmers far and wide.’

This week Bill Wilson was

a small red twig stuck to the
outside of a wall at the Pater-
sons Arran factory in Lam-
lash.

It was actually an amazing
moth that rests during the
day with its wing curled up

hungry birds.

long, the moth is pretty big,
and Bill thought it might be

Red Sword-grass moth which
is fairly common throughout
Britain and has been record-
ed before on Arran.

-
tember and October and
likes to feed on ivy pollen.
After October it hibernates
and appears again in March
or April. Eddie Picken from
Kilmory has also spotted
one this week, so if you have
an outside light on at night,
check out your walls in the
morning.

Arran news from the
archives of The Oban Times
As part of the 150th anniversary of the Oban Times we 
have been looking back at Arran news reports from as far 
back as 1861.

Puffer sinks in Clyde Storm in Brodick 
Bay  - June 1955
Easdale Captain and Crew Rescued
Stephen MacQueen, an Easdale man now living in Islay,
skipper of the 120 ton puffer Tuscan and his two crewmen
had a narrow escape from drowning when the Tuscan was
swamped and sank in heavy seas during a sudden storm in
Brodick Bay, Arran on Tuesday.

The Tuscan, which had been taking an emergency cargo
of coal to Arran because of the rail strike, had been unable
to unload her cargo because of the rough seas and, as the
weather was quickly deteriorating, the skipper decided to

of the Bay she became waterlogged and foundered in a
few minutes.

MacQueen and his crew – J Mackenzie of Stornoway and
Russel Mackinley, a native of County Tyrone and now liv-
ing in Glasgow, managed to get into the ship’s dinghy and
although it, too, went under, they were rescued by the mail
boat, Kildonan.

After they were rescued, the two crewmen were taken to

MacQueen is a son of the old Easdale boat-builder.

lives in Islay.

Pupils are world
record breakers

A Red Sword-grass moth.     

Small twig turns out to be a Red
Sword-grass moth

Casting a wide net
to hear local views
North Ayrshire Council will

Straight Talking sessions

be simpler to take part.
Council Leader David

Elma Murray and council
directors will be available to
talk about a range of impor-
tant issues – via residents’
own computers.

Don’t worry if you don’t
have access to a PC, as you
will be able to go online at
any of the council’s librar-

Monday 14 November.

The two sessions will run
from 6pm to 7pm on Mon-
day, 14 November, and
Wednesday, 16 November,
and will focus on:

Regenerating communities
and increasing employment;
improving educational attain-
ment; protecting vulnerable
people and operating more

To take part, simply visit
the Council’s Straight Talk-
ing website at www.north-
ayrshire.gov.uk/straighttalk-
ing and follow the link to the
live online session, which is
now open.
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Last week Archie was 
sitting on the track 
down to Point House 
at Kings Cross. First 
correct answers 
came from Louise in 

and doggie pals Jet 
from Lamlash and 

from Crewe. This week 
he is sitting on a rocky 
path but which road is 
that behind him?      02_
b45arc01

Archie?Where’s

If you think you know then post your answer on the website www.arranbanner.co.uk 
Or email us at: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

The Pillar Box
Sponsored by

The Pillar Box
Pet Food Suppliers, 

Fair Trade Gifts and Crafts

Tel: 01770 700205

The Arran Banner 20 years ago
Saturday, November 16, 1991
Follow that car!
When Hamish Thompson of 
Alexander’s of Brodick had 
his Renault Espace car sto-
len from outside his shop last 
Saturday afternoon he actu-
ally saw the two youths climb 
in and drive off.

Hamish ran out of the shop 

car, which happened to be 
Ralston green of the Post Of-

They eventually caught up 
with the youths and the top 
of the String, the car was re-
trieved and the youngsters 
taken to the police station. 
Slipway for Brodick
Plans for a slipway for small 
boats to be built in Brodick 
are now complete.

Permission has also been 
given by CDC and landowner 
Charles Fforde; and the Brod-
ick Boating Club plan to start 
raising funds so the work can 
begin.

Six months open now, the Auchrannie pool is not just 
open to the public but running a series of swimming 
classes for all ages. b45twe01

Jack Cooper presented a cheque for £6,000 to Laura Smith of the Guide Dog for the 
Blind Association. All of the Arran people who helped to raise the money are also 
pictured.  b45twe02

An informal swimming 
gala was held at the 
Auchrannie on Monday 
night to celebrate the first 
six months of the pool 
being open to the public. 
b45twe04

Remembering those who made the ultimate sacrifice, the reverend Iain MacLeod 
led a short service at the Brodick War Memorial last Sunday. The wreath was laid by 
Cadet Stephen Pyott. b45twe03

Distillery plans 
Arran’s distillery announced 
last August is still on the 
cards.

Last week a consultant 
from Elgin who specialises 

-
ited the Lochranza site to as-
sess its suitability.

His opinion was the he was 
very impressed both with the 
site and the water that would 
be used.
Unfortunate
accident
Willie Cook of Kildonan 
was gobsmacked when he 
suffered an unexpected and 
unfortunate accident on 
Tuesday while working on 
a house being built by John 
Anderson for himself at Kil-
donan.

Manoeuvring sheets of ply-
wood sarking on to the roof 
in what was rather a high 
wind, one sheet caught the 

wind like a sail and hit Willie 
fully in the face.

Apart from feeling like a 
huge punch on the nose, it 
also knocked out several of 
his teeth and landed him in 
hospital.

Star struck
We have been told this week 
that Patrick Swayze, cur-
rently one of Hollywood’s 
most successful actors, will 
be coming to Arran next year 

Scottish Screen Locations 

they told us the island was 
earmarked as one of three 
possible locations.

Birth – Dobson
Alastair and Susan Dobson 
are delighted to announce the 
birth of their son Matthew 
William at Irvine Central on 
November 3.

Mother and baby well. Fa-
ther recovering. 
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October was mild and wet, 
with over 50 per cent more 
rain then recent Octobers.
Despite this, there were plenty 
of interesting birds on Arran to 
enjoy last month.

Here are a few highlights.
On Wednesday12 October, 

an immature White-tailed 
Eagle was photographed sit-
ting on the shore about half a 
mile north of the boathouse at 
Dougarie.

report of this species this 
year. Later another immature 
White-tailed Eagle, this one 
with a red wing tag indicating 
that it had been released in Fife 

photographed in Shannochie 
on the 30th. Unusually for this 

A campaign has been launched 
in opposition to proposed 
reductions in MOT test fre-
quency.

It is expected the Govern-
ment will launch a review 
soon into scrapping the year-
ly requirement to carry out 
MOT tests.

This has sparked criticism 
and concerns over health and 
safety.

The PRO-MOTE cam-
paign brings together various 
organisations representing 
motorists, road safety cam-
paigners, cyclists, small busi-
nesses, insurers and the wider 
motor industry.

It has launched a report 
highlighting the proposed 
MOT changes are ‘dangerous, 
expensive and unwanted’.

Speaking on the subject 
Katy Clark, MP for North 
Ayrshire and Arran said: ‘I 

Arran bird notes for October 
- by Jim Cassels

An immature White-tailed Eagle was photographed sitting on the shore about half a 
mile north of the boathouse at Dougarie. 

A juvenile Scarlet Rosefinch was caught and ringed 
by a licensed bird ringer at a garden in Kildonan. 

species whose recent visits to 

one hung around for at least 
four days. I will say more 
about this species in a future 
‘Bird Note’.

On Monday 17 October, a 
Jay was reported outside the 
Ranger Centre in Brodick 
Country Park.

on Arran since 24 October 
1985.

There was a further report 
last month of one by the hos-
pital in Lamlash on the 19th

and by the end of the month 
there were at least two birds in 
Brodick Country Park and the 
adjacent Merkland Wood.

There has been a report of an 

UK from the continent. On 
Friday 21 October, a juvenile 

to peanut feeders in a garden 
in High Kildonan.

The bird was caught and 
ringed by a licensed bird ring-
er who thought he had déjà vu, 
because the last report of this 
species was also of a juvenile 
bird in the same garden on 24 
October 1999. 

The nearest breeding area for 
this species is Scandinavia. 
This species undertakes long-
distance migrations at night to 
winter from Iran to China. 

First-year birds tend to dis-
perse further than adults. The 
one on Arran was heading in 
the wrong direction.

Other birds on migration 
included: three hundred Kit-
tiwake in Whiting Bay on 
the 10th, two Great Northern 
Divers off Catacol on the 
13th, nine Whooper Swans in 
Kilmory also on the 13th, 48 
Skylark in Sliddery on the 19th,
seven Greylags in the Shiskine 
Valley on the 22nd, two Arctic 
Skuas off Pirnmill on the 25th

and on Cleats shore on the 26th

a Black-tailed Godwit and a 
Wheatear.

There were some ‘last sight-
ings’ of summer visitors in-
cluding: Willow Warbler at 
Cordon on the 2nd, Whinchat 
at Kildonan also on the 2nd,
Chiffchaff at Cleats Shore on 
the 8th, 25 House Martins in 
Whiting Bay on the 13th and 

19th. A wintering Blackcap 
was reported in Shiskine on 

the 27th. I will say more about 
this species in a future ‘Bird 
Note’.

There were widespread re-
ports of wintering thrushes, 
with the largest groups being 
one hundred and forty Red-
wing in High Kildonan on the 
13th and over 500 Fieldfare at 
Sliddery on the 19th.

There was also an influx 
of continental Blackbirds, 
with forty in Feorline on the 
12th being the largest group 
reported. Other sightings in-

at Shiskine on the 20th, a 
Merlin on Machrie shore on 
the 23rd, a Short-eared Owl 
at Thunderguy on the 25th, on 
the Fisherman’s Walk, Brod-

th

and a Dipper on the 28th and
a female Yellowhammer in 
Shiskine also on the 28th.

Finally, and ironically, after 
the Eider survey in Septem-
ber, Eider numbers began to 
build up in October with 72 in 
Machrie Bay on the 16th being 

more than the total during the 
survey period!

Enjoy your birding. 
Please send any bird notes 

with ‘what, when, where’ to 
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, 
Kilpatrick, Blackwaterfoot, 
KA27 8EY, or e mail me at 
james.cassels@virgin.net . I 
look forward to hearing from 
you. For more information 
on birding on Arran purchase 
the “Arran Bird Report 2010” 
and visit this website www.
arranbirding.co.uk

MP Clark has MOT 
safety concerns

have serious reservations 
about the idea of reducing 
MOT frequencies. 

‘The PRO-MOTE cam-
paign have highlighted that 
more than four out of ten cars 
and over 50 per cent of vans 
already fail their MOTs under 
the current arrangements, in-
dicating that we risk having 
greater numbers of unsafe 
vehicles on our roads if the 
MOT test is to be carried out 
less regularly.’ 

She added: ‘The MOT 
industry employs around 
100,000 people across the 
UK and PRO-MOTE esti-
mates that around 40,000 of 
these jobs could be lost if 
MOTs become biennial.

‘This would certainly im-
pact upon the many workers 
in the MOT industry in North 
Ayrshire and Arran, putting a 
lot of jobs at risk.’

WINTER OPENING TIMES AT

THE SECRET 
GARDEN GALLERY

Castlekirk, Lochranze, Isle of Arran KA27 8HL
Open every day except Monday and Tuesday

From Wed 15th Nov – Christmas Eve, 11am – 5pm
Original oil paintings from £65.00

Unique gifts for Christmas
Tea, coffee and cake served all day

www.castlekirkarran.co.uk
Tel 01770830202

ARRAN HIGH SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS FAYRE & 

FUNDRAISER
SATURDAY 19TH NOVEMBER 11AM-3PM

Over thirty craft & gift stalls
Soup, Filled Rolls & Homebaking

Mhairi Hall Trio
7.30pm, Saturday 19th November

BRODICK HALL

Tickets £8.00 Children admitted free
Tickets available from Inspirations of Arran, www.

arranevents.com or at the door
Concert brought to you by the Isle of Arran Music 

Society and The Island Cheese Company

ARRAN BRASS IN CONCERT
With special guests

The Jazz Café Band
Wednesday 16th November

7.30pm
Whiting Bay Hall

Tickets on the door – Adults £4 Children £1
Raising funds for 1st Responders, Southend

BRODICK CASTLE 
ANNUAL ART SHOW

Thurs Nov 10th – Sun Nov 13th
12am – 4.00pm  Adults £2 Children free

Shop opening hours
Thurs, Fri, Sat & Sun 11am – 3.30pm

All plant sales 50% off

Gardens open every day
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DRIVE TIMES

PUBLIC NOTICES
in association with Isle of Arran Brewery

Whats on
www.arranbrewery.com Tel: 01770 302353

EVERYDAY
Arran Brewery                                          Open Mon - Sat 10.am-4pm ,Closed Sunday 
Arran Brewery Tour 2pm
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad,Bank
Brodick Castle, Gardens  open daily                                                                           9am - dusk

SATURDAY 12th NOVEMBER
Karate                Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Family Games                            Auchrannie Games Hall 3pm - 4pm
Fun In The Pool                                 Auchrannie Spa Pool 4pm - 5pm
Over 21’s Disco                                                          The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Dancers (4 years and up)    Arran High School, 10am
Teddy Bears Picnic The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Kids Family Quiz The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5pm - 6pm
RNLI shop open Lamlash Pier 10.30am - 12.30pm
Art Exhibition Brodick Castle, 12pm - 4pm

Lamlash Golf Club, 7pm
Kildonan Market  Kildonan Hall, 11am - 3.30pm
Family Ceilidh  Corrie Hall, 7.30pm

SUNDAY 13th NOVEMBER
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick, 4.30pm
Live Music Folk / Rock / Blues   Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Family Games                                                                       Auchrannie Games Hall 3pm - 4pm
Fun In The Pool   4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Teddy Bears Picnic The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 2pm - 3pm
Open Mic Session Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 2pm - 5pm
Art Exhibition Brodick Castle, 12pm - 4pm
Roots of Arran Community Woodland  Viewpoint - Brodick/Lamlash Rd, 12.30pm

MONDAY 14th NOVEMBER
Over 50’s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall 2pm - 4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow, 5pm - 5.30pm
Ladies Netball   High School Sports Hall  - Seniors 7.30pm - 9pm
Citizens Advice                                                               Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10am - 2pm
BreathWalk Class Kinneil, Lamlash 5.15pm
Table Tennis                                                                                                     Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Hatha Yoga Arran High School, 6pm - 7.30pm
Lamlash Bridge Lamlash Golf Clubhouse, 7pm
Activity Time The Playbarn, Auchrannie 1pm - 2pm (toddlers) 5pm - 6pm (school kids)
Come Dance with Me  - LeRoc Modern Jive Whiting Bay Hall, 7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing for Beginners and Improvers Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Quiz Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 9pm - 11pm
Yoga  High School, 6pm
Arran Junior Football   Ormidale Park, 6pm - 7.30pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Spa Gym, 6pm - 7pm

TUESDAY 15th NOVEMBER
Lochranza Swimming Club Kinloch 11am - 12pm 
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                Brodick Church Hall -  2pm
Citizens Advice Ormidale Pavilion, Brodick,10am - 2pm
Youth Club                                                                             Kildonan Hall - 7pm - 8.30pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Junior Hockey Club  - 8 yrs up Auchrannie Sports Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Melody Movement. Ballet Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.30pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Youth Club                                                                                  Brodick Hall, 6.30pm - 8pm
Scottish Country Dancing Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Chalk and Cheese Eden Lodge, Whiting Bay, 9pm -11pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7pm - 9pm

WEDNESDAY 16th NOVEMBER
Hockey Auchrannie Hall, 7pm - 8pm Games Hall
Tae Kwondo KA Leisure, Kids 6.30 - 7.30pm. Adults 7.30 - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                Lamlash Church Hall -  7.30pm- 9pm
Arran Brass Concert Whiting Bay Hall 7.30pm
Selt Making Class        
Senior Badminton High School Games Hall, 8pm - 9pm
Museum, Archives & Geneology Service             10.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Yogalates  9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Studio
Live Coutry Music Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45am - 10.30am
Musical Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones             Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Kids Games The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5pm - 6pm
Circuit Training Auchrannie Spa Games Hall 6pm - 7pm
Friends of Brodick Castle AGM & Talk by Jim Cassells   Castle Tearoom. 2.30pm
Whiting Bay Bowling Club Dinner & Prizegiving   Eden Lodge. 7pm
Elderly Forum Ormidale Pavilion, 11am

THURSDAY 17th NOVEMBER
General Knowledge Quiz  Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Lochranza Craft Club    Hall, 2pm                     
Coffee Morning St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
Youth Club Youth Cabin, Lamlash 7-9pm
General Knowledge Quiz Kinloch Bar, 9pm
Brodick Embroidery Club Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Brodick Bridge Club Brodick Golf Club, 7pm
The Wee Blether    Whiting Bay Hall, 11.45am - 1.30pm
Arran Music & Drama Rehearsals Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Winter Bowls Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7pm - 9pm

FRIDAY 18th NOVEMBER
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9pm
Aq                                                                Auchrannie Hotel Pool, 9.45am to 10.30am
Yogalates                                                                                Auchrannie Studio 10am - 11am
Rock Disco                                                   The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Youth Foundations                                                  Church Hall, Brodick, 7pm - 9pm
Kids Party Games The Playbarn, Auchrannie, 5 - 6pm
Senior Badminton                                                                      Auchrannie Sports Hall, 2pm
Arran Ceilidh Group   Lamlash Church Hall. 8pm - 10pm

SATURDAY 19th NOVEMBER
RNLI shop open Lamlash Pier 10.30am - 12.30pm
Christmas Fayre Arran High School, 11am - 3pm
The Mhari Hall Trio Brodick Hall, 7.30pm

To appear in What’s On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142
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DECORATORS

Stevie’s Decor
Painting and 
Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall 
01770 600168

Mobile 07901592922

TRADE CLASSIFIED

LOGS

WOOD FUELS

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICESRECRUITMENT

BAGGED MANURE. Oakbank, 
Lamlash Donation to Arran RDA 
Tel 600752
ROWING MACHINE Good con 
Tel 303694
EXERCISE BIKE Good con Tel 
303694
SMALL TREADMILL Good con 
Tel 303694

FREE TO UPLIFT

PRIVATE CLASSIFIED

BOOSTER Feeding Chair and 
tray (fastens to a kitchen chair ) 6 
months + £10 Tel 07891903506
BRAND new Front Baby Carrier 
(red/ disney) 6months + £20 Tel 
07891903506
BEAUTIFUL Moses Basket 
and Stand (From Birth) £25 Tel 
07891903506
A SELECTION of toys from 
birth- 18 months, ex con(5 toys) 
£10 Tel 07891903506 
BLUE PLASTIC bath booster 
seat- Asda (used twice ) 6 months 
+  £5 Tel 07891903506 

BABY EQUIPMENT

BLACK Top Hat  immaculate 
condition. £30 Tel 07891903506
DE-HUMIDIFIER De longhi 
DEC14 £25 Tel 810297
MORPHY RICHARDS bread-
maker, good con £15 Tel 810608
5 RUNG alluminium ladder, good 
con £25 Tel 860755

MISCELLANEOUS

SMALL DINING table, circular. 
Teak top 105cm diameter £20 
Tel 810297
FULL SIZE BUNK beds, dark 
wood, can be separated  into 2 
single beds £15 Tel 810297

FURNITURE

JUNIOR GOLF CLUBS £5 Tel 
810297

SPORTS EQUIPMENT

FREE STANDING stove style 
dimplex heater £15 Tel 810297

HEATING

ZANUSSI electric cooker ce-
ramic hob, top oven, 15 months 
old £135 ono Tel 810297
DISHWASHER. Zanussi Aq-
uapulse, ex con £25 Tel 303505 
or 07552567496
FREEZER Hotpoint ‘A’ rated £65 
Tel 303505 or 07552567496

WHITE GOODS

WOODEN FORT/castle with 
drawbridge £20 Tel 810608
BABY SYLVANIAN windmill. 
vgc £20 Tel 810608
PLAYMOBILE horse stable, vgc 
£20 Tel 810608
PLAYMOBILE circus set and 
puppet show set £10 Tel 810608

TOYS

FLYMO electric mower. good con 
£15 Tel 860755
FLYMO strimmer, good con £10 
Tel 860755

GARDENING

COMPUTING SERVICES

Incidentals 
Arran

Happy computers on 
Arran since 1983

Bill Stewart
T. 830343

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

PLASTERERS

Andrew Ross-Bain
Chimney Sweeping 

ALL AREAS 
COVERED FROM 

NORTH TO SOUTH

Tel 01770 870214
Mobile 07810820374
andyrossbain@live.co.uk

GET READY 
FOR SANTA

GIRL FRIDAY
SEEKS WORK

From Cleaning, Changeovers, Shopping, 
Typing – virtually anything considered

Reasonable rates
Contact Fiona 01770 870500

We are pursuing a policy of equal opportunities and welcome applications 
from all sections of the community.
Trust Housing Association is a Registered Scottish Charity- SC009086

MAKE SURE WE’RE BUILDING ON FIRM FOUNDATIONS

s

Isle of Arran Homes is a local housing agency which 
has been established on the Isle of Arran since 2001, 
to manage all of its social rented housing stock of 
around 295 homes, and to provide a range of other 
housing related services.  As well as the comprehensive 
management of the housing stock the Association also 
has an ongoing new build programme.

ARRAN
Sheltered Housing 
Co-ordinator Ref: 0674- 0152
£18,009 to £19,469 pro rata (£9.89 to £10.70 per hour)
You will play a key role in the lives of our tenants 
promoting and supporting independent living. You will 
develop a professional and caring relationship with 
individuals, providing advice and assistance linked to their 
individual support plan. In addition you will build positive 
working relationships with colleagues in other agencies 
such as health care and social work.
You will ideally have experience in working with vulnerable 
people, preferably the frail elderly, be able to demonstrate 
a clear empathy with our client group as well as be able 
to exhibit excellent communication skills, both written 
and oral, and a basic level of numeracy. Supervisory 
and negotiating skills are desirable. On a personal level 
candidates should be well organised and approachable 
with excellent interpersonal skills.  
This is a part time position of 19 hours per week worked 
across 5 mornings based at our sheltered development 
in Brodick.  You would also be on call in the event of 
emergencies, from midnight to 8 am from Monday to 
Thursday.  Occasional cover may also be required at our 
sheltered development in Lamlash.
For an informal discussion, please contact Mary Adams, 
Co-ordinator, on 01770  600100.
For an application pack, please download from our 
website: www.trustha.org.uk or telephone our 24 
hour recruitment line on 0131 444 4999, quoting the 
appropriate reference or email jobs@trustha.org.uk

• Closing date: Friday 25 November 2011.
Interviews will be held on 
Monday 5 December in Brodick.

Arran Riding Club AGM
7pm, Friday 18th November, Brodick Pavilion.

 Includes a talk from the saddler on 
‘Saddle Fitting & Your Horse’

Spaces also available for Saddle Fitting 
on Friday 18th & Saturday 19th Nov. 

Spaces are limited so please contact Jayne ASAP 
on 860 392 / 07825 876 908 to book your space.

Shiskine Hall

AGM
Wednesday 

23rd November
7.30pm

at the Hall
All welcome

RIDING FOR
THE DISABLED

(Arran Group) 
SC037110

AGM
Brodick Library 

Tuesday December 6th 
at 7pm.

All welcome.

SHISKINE HALL
Annual

General Meeting
Wed 23rd Nov at 7.30pm
If you, or your family are 
interested in supporting 

(or if you use) 
Shiskine Hall then 

why not come along 
and join us for 

Cheese & Wine?
ALL WELCOME

Kenneth Gibson MSP

To contact Kenneth outside these times, please contact his constituency office:  
15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687 
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

No appointment necessary

will hold advice surgeries at the following times and locations. 
Monday 14 November
Corrie & Sannox Village Hall 11.30-12.30
Whiting Bay Village Hall 13.30-14.30
Brodick Health Centre 15.30-16.30

Monday 12 December
Kildonan Village Hall 11.45-12.45
Shiskine Village Hall 13.45-14.45
Lamlash ACVS 15.30-16.30



          CHURCH NOTICES

  ARRAN FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND

Sunday 13 November
Shiskine, 11am

Sunday School in the Church 
Hall

(Church is between Machrie & 
Blackwaterfoot)

Brodick 7pm 
Rev Kenny Boyd

All welcome

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with
 the Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 13 November

Holy Communion, 11am. 
Mrs Janis Gallagher.
 Coffee after service. 

All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(SCO15072)

Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 

fellowship to share”
Sunday 13 November
Remembrance Sunday
Rev. Gillean Maclean

Kilmory10am
Lamlash 11.30am
In both churches

Mr Andrew Gray of the Gideons
All welcome, including 
families; children’s area.

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND (continuing)

 Sunday 13 November
Morning Service   11am

Trust Housing Lounge,Glen 
Estate,Brodick

Evening Service 7pm
13 Glen Avenue,Brodick

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 16th,  7pm
5 Glen Road,Brodick

Rev D N Macleod
All welcome

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran: Brodick, 

Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine.

Independent but 
working together.

Minister
Rev Angus Adamson. 

Parish Asst 
Mrs Jean Hunter. 

Worship will be conducted in 
the above churches 

at the following times. to which 
all are invited - Families, young 

people and children welcome
Sunday 13 November

Remembrance Day Service at 
War Memorial

10am
followed by Service of Worship

Brodick Church, 10.30am
Corrie War Memorial,12pm 

followed by Service
Corrie Church, 12.10pm

Remembrance Day Service at 
Pirnmill Hall, 10am
followed by act of 

Remembrance at War Memorial
11am

Shiskine Church 12pm
War Memorial

followed by Service of Worship
12.15pm

 A service of worship will also 
be held in Montrose House at 

1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND
(SC014005)

Sunday 13 November
Worship for Remembrance 

Sunday will be conducted by the 
minister, Rev Elizabeth Watson, 

at begin outside at 10.55am 
(N.B. change of time) for the 
laying of the wreath and two 

minutes silence observed at the 
War Memorial, followed by a 
shortened service of remem-

brance There will be a retiring 
offering in aid of the Earl Haig 

Fund. All welcome. Tea and cof-
fee will be served in the Tran-

sept before and after the service. 
There will be a service of 

Remembrance in the Arran War 
Memorial Hospital at 1.30pm to 

which all are welcome.                                                              

HOLY CROSS
 CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday  Mass
11am

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 13 November

Ormidale Pavilion
Brodick

11am – Morning Worship
Tea/Coffee after service

Home Fellowship Group meets
on Wednesdays at 7.30 pm.

For details Tel 860232
Everyone very welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF 
FRIENDS (QUAKERS)
Sunday 13 November
 Meeting for worship

Brodick Library
11am.

Enquiries to Jeny 302779.
All are welcome.

HAMILTON – JOHN
Margaret and the family 
would like to thank Doctors, 
nurses and all staff at both 
Arran War memorial Hospital 
and Shiskine surgery for their 
excellent care and attention to 
John.
Thanks to Angus Adamson 
for his comforting service and 
spiritual support throughout. 
To Clair and David Hendry 
for funeral arrangements and 
Kinloch Hotel for hospitality.
Thank you to all family, 
friends and neighbours for 
cards, letters and phone calls 
received and expressions of 
sympathy.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The sum of £700 was raised 
for Hospital Supporters 
League and ArCas.
GRACE MICHAEL
Thanks to all who attended 
the funeral service for
Grace Michael.  She would 
have been so pleased
and touched to see the large 
contingent from all different
parts of her life, the War Me-
morial Hospital and Whiting 
Bay Bowling Club among 
them.  With appreciation to 
everyone who made a sad 
time easier and special ac-
knowledgement to the Rev 
Elizabeth Watson for a mem-
orable service.
Janette, Andrew, Carol, Fio-
na, Todd, Rowan & Ailsa.

MEMORIAMS

IN MEMORY OF
TOM MILLER & BELLE
3rd November 2009
Forever missed, never forgot-
ten.
Jean Miller, Scott and Diane 
Petrie

PROPERTY

LONG LET -
November access - 3 bedroom detached cottage, excellent cond., 
2 bathrooms, large lounge, modern kitchen -diner ,double glazed, 
off-peak central heating plus wood burner stove, good parking, 
partly furnished. South facing  with views over sea, garden 
maintenance by arrangement, 2 refs required. Southend. 

£ 595.00 per month excl c/t and utilities
Tel 07875 233419 or egmond@btinternet.com.

£1850

51,000 miles 
FSH

Taxed and MOT’d
One owner since new.

Telephone: 
01770 302334

2006 FORD 
KA 1.3

DRIVE TIMES

WANTED ALL 
TYPES OF 4 X 4 

VEHICLES
Landrover, Toyota, 

anything considered.  
We also buy non 
runners, accident 

damaged and 
MOT failures, 
instant cash.

Telephone
01250 884306 or 

mobile
07885 203020

2

THANK YOU
James and Morag
Murchie would like 
to thank family and 
friends for the lovely 

cards, gifts and 

the occasion of their 
Golden Wedding. 

The in-house party 
was great.

Married on 26th March 2011 by the Reverend Angus Adamson, 
at Brodick Castle, were Linda Taylor, daughter of the late 

Duncan and late Joyce Taylor of North Corriegills and Andrew 
Curley, youngest son of Kieran and Agnes Curley of Langbank. 

The couple will split their time between Arran and Renfrewshire, 
where Linda works as a senior solicitor and Andrew as a 

technical project manager.

Beautifully presented 3 double bedroom semi detached.

Fabulous views of Goat Fell and Brodick Bay

Conservatory. . Large fitted kitchen.

Master En suite

Short walk to the ferry

Would make excellent holiday/long let rental

Homes on Arran Estate Agent
2 Douglas Place Brodick

Tel: 01770 465022/303808 www.homesonarran.co.uk

Guide

price

£179,000

Fi
xe

d 
Pric

e 

£1
75

,0
00

.0
0

3 Glencraig Place

Situated in a quiet area in the pretty village of Lamlash, 
no 3 Glencraig Place is a semi-detached, two bedroom 
houses which is now available for sale.

Built in 2005, the property has a traditional one 
and half storey design with an imaginatively designed 

two levels.  The garden is easily maintained and 
there is shared dedicated parking for two cars.

For further information or to arrange 
a viewing contact Helen Thomson 
on 01770 600242 
or helen@thomsonconstruction.co.uk

HAMILTON
Remembering with love my 
husband Gordon who died 
11th November 2004.
Forever in my heart,
Eleanor

PERSONALS

www.facebook.com/arranbanner

Follow us on 
facebook

WEDDINGS
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Sport

Published by Wyvex Media, Brodick, Isle of Arran 
Tel: 01770 302142 - Fax 01770 302021

E-mail: editor@arranbanner.co.uk

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

The Bar Eden team are top-
ping the Arran Pool League 
again this season after only 

The Whiting Bay team beat 

Just one point behind are 

PT1934 beat Whiting Bay 
Golf Club 6-4 and Mac’s Bar 

This Thursday (November 
17) Mac’s Bar play the Drift, 

Whiting Bay Golf Club are 
up against Bar Eden and Kil-

PT1934 6 (G) and Kildonan 

All results should be tel-

Seven local golfers competed in the Lochranza Hotel Cup on Saturday, which is held 
annually at Machrie Bay Golf Club.  Brian Sherwood was the winner of the trophy 
with a score of 37 points.  The runner–up was Steph Hill of Lochranza with 36 points 
and Hamish Bannatyne finished in third place with 33 points. 

This Saturday Arran play 

please come along and sup-

Kildonan toppled 
by early leaders

Arran Rugby XV 

the earlier season’s cancelled 

and this brought many mixed 
pairs come along to play in the 

With some great scores, in 

Jean Davidson and John Sim-

Whiting Bay team got off to 

over Corrie at Lamlash in the 

The next round is at Whiting 

-
-

Arran Golfers Association 
-

at Lamlash Golf Club on Sun-

underfoot but in superb con-

and to Janie for the soup and 

for getting up early and brush-

Pidgeon for putting his short 

donate to the Isla fund!!!! De-
spite having no money he still 

-

-

A resounding victory and 
a statement of intent for the 

couple of holes separating 

-

years runners up Machrie, 

match score 2-2 and the years 

throughout the day and a total 

the guys have done so numer-
ous times over the last couple 
of months and didn’t hesitate to 

Thursday 3 November, Ladies 

1 and Scratch Pat Adamson 

- Congratulations!
Gents Arran Challenge 2011 

Scratch Alan Jeffrey, Machrie 

-

Tennant, Largs Kelburn (14) 

Congratulations to John 

-
al, Sunday 20 November, 1pm 

-
morial Quaich and Lochranza 
Match, Saturday 26 November, 

-

-

on Club duty at Lamlash for 

1 R Duncan (11)39pts, 2 L 

from Jimmy Armit and Chris 

-
vember, Brandon and Winter 

Machrie Bay Golf Club
Tuesday 1 November Winter 

Ron Woods  71, 3 Campbell 

-

-
vember Winter Cup 12noon 

-

-

Sunday 6 November, AGA 

Monday 7 November, Mon-

-
phy in the summer season can 
you please return it to the club-

-

Monday 14 November, Mon-

  
Congratulations to the Lam-

4-0 in the Winter League on 

-

Mixed fours joy for Jean and John
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