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Eight-year-old Scott Macfarlane is in the shopping trolley with twin brother Michael

to the right and nine-year-old Jonathon Kane in the middle. Standing with them is

Lamlash Co-op manager Ian Struthers. b16tro1

Found in

the woods

When Lamlash trio Scott
Macfarlane, twin brother Michael
and Jonathon Kane went down to
the Whitehouse woods last week
they had no idea they were in for
a big surprise.

While playing there they dis-
covered an abandoned Co-op
trolley which still had the one
pound coin left in its release
mechanism.

Feeling the right thing to do
would be to return the trolley they
wheeled it all the way back to
Lamlash Co-op as they wanted
whoever had left the coin in to
get it back.

Manager of Lamlash Co-op Ian
Struthers was delighted to have
the trolley returned to the store
and rewarded the lads for their
good deed. He said: ‘Despite our
best efforts, trolleys sometimes

do go missing and I was delighted
that the boys were kind enough
to bring this one back.’

As a special thank-you Ian re-
warded them with cans of Irn Bru
and mini Easter eggs.

The trolley itself was the larger
type that is only available at
Brodick Co-op meaning that it
had to make a four mile journey
to get to the Lamlash woods.

Eight-year-old Scott said: ‘We
all know how much the trolleys
cost to replace and knew the right
thing to do would be to return it.’

Nine-year old Jonathon added:
‘The pound coin belonged to
someone and we wanted them to
get it back.’

When the boys found the trol-
ley it contained several partly-full
bottles of alcohol. It has now been
returned to Brodick.

The pop group Slade used to stay
in Lamlash when they played on
Arran in the 1960s.

The Christmas edition of the
Banner carried a story about
Slade playing gigs on Arran. This
resulted in a number of recollec-
tions from readers about other
well-known groups from that era
playing on the Island.

Now Nancy Cannon of Hillside
Terrace has told the Banner that
she used to look after Noddy
Holder and the boys when they
played here.

 At the time, Nancy did bed and
breakfast in her three-bedroom
terraced house and through a

Slade at home in

Hillside Terrace
show business contact took in
quite a few groups.

‘It was nothing fancy,’ she said,
‘just clean sheets and a good
breakfast.’ She explained how
homely the boys were: ‘My son
had spilt talcum powder on the
floor and before I knew it, one of
the Slade boys had the Hoover
out, vacuuming the carpet!’

Nancy also looked after the
group Nazareth, who played in
Lamlash Community Centre
around 1970. The Dunfermline
quartet had hits in the ’60s and
’70s with This flight tonight and
My white bicycle and are still
playing to this day.

Hen Harriers

lookout

Easter fun at

the castle

Competitive

cycling

Mon-Wed 8am-6pm

Thurs-Sat 8am-8pm

Sunday 11am-5pm
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Calum McMil lan has  been
successfully bringing the mail
to Arran for 10 years.

On Wednesday he came over
to the Island to mark the oc-
casion and pay tribute to those
who had helped him.

In 1996 he was given a con-
tract  by the Royal Mail  to
bring post from Tarbert in Ar-
gyll to Lochranza over winter
in his fishing boat, the Unity.

This contact has run each
winter  s ince then,  and s ix
years ago he began sailing
from Largs to Brodick. This
service enables mail to be de-
livered on Arran at a reason-
able time in winter when the
ferry is berthed overnight at
Brodick.

As soon as the Caledonian
MacBrayne (CalMac) summer
timetable comes into effect,
the mail reverts to the ferry as
carrier.

Calum told The Banner: ‘We
have given 10 years of con-
t inuous  serv ice  and  never
failed to sail. Only once did
we not make it when a cool-
ing water pump broke down.’

He explained that the mail
comes from Glasgow through
the Largs office and arrives at
Largs Marina at 5.45am. The
mail bags are loaded onto the
Unity and Calum sets sail for
Brodick in the pitch dark.

As the MV Caledonian Isles
is preparing to cast off from
Brodick pier at 8.20am Calum
and the Unity are standing off,

Ten years of the mailboat

waiting to come alongside.
‘The CalMac pier staff are

s ta r s , ’  sa id  Ca lum.  ‘They
stand out in the wind and rain
to help us unload the mail
bags.

‘We also have a strong rela-
tionship with Robert Crawford
and his staff at the Brodick
sor t ing off ice  and Donald
Bannatyne’s boys at  Arran
Haulage who collect mail off
our boat. It’s a team effort.’

The Unity  i s  a  16 metre
workboat built in 1969. Calum
has a back-up vessel at Largs
in case of breakdown but the
Unity usually comes through
thick and thin.

Robert reminded Calum of a
time when his was the only
boat to sail on the west coast
of Scotland.

‘Sometimes we wonder ‘why
are we out here in this bad

weather when everyone else is
tied up,’ laughed Calum.

He made special mention of
the CalMac pier hands who
even turned out to help him tie
up during the ferry strike at
Christmas five years ago.

 When there were no ferries
from Ardrossan for eight days
the Unity was bringing over
mail and essential services and
supplies for the hospital in
Lamlash.

On Wednesday Calum
McMillan told The Banner
that the Royal Mail had just
confirmed the contract for him
to carry the post again next
winter.

Mailboat skipper Calum McMillan on the right with CalMac pierhand Donald

McNiven, Robert Crawford of Royal Mail and Willie Anderson of Arran Haulage.

b16cal1

Breach of the peace

A 53 year-old Lochranza man
was arrested for alleged breach of
the peace in the village on Satur-
day evening 15 April.

He was held in custody to ap-
pear in Kilmarnock Sheriff Court.

Attempted theft

Two men thought to be attempt-
ing to steal a car in Shiskine on
Saturday night 15 April were dis-
turbed by the owner.

Local police report that the car
was unlocked and advise vehicle

Police Files

owners and householders to pay
more attention to security as the
holiday season starts.

Drains vandalised

Over the night of Friday 14 April
eight drain covers were taken out
of the roadside in Whiting Bay.

Some were thrown onto the
beach. A bus stop was also van-
dalised. Police are appealing for
witnesses.

Seventy-five year old Kitty Milne
of Corrie had her plan of jump-
ing out of a plane on Sunday
thwarted by the weather.

She was hoping to do a para-
chute jump at Auchterarder in aid
of the charity Momentum which
assists disabled and excluded
people.

Unfortunately, it was too windy
and the sponsored jump was
called off.

Kitty is no stranger to parachut-
ing as she did a tandem jump 10
years ago in aid of the Aberlour
Childcare Trust.

Lynsey Surridge, fundraiser for
Momentum said: ‘She was just so
keen to parachute again.There are
only three airfields in Scotland
that do this but it was too windy.’

Kitty told The Banner: ‘It was
a shame to miss it, but the jump
has been re-scheduled for Sunday
18 June.’

High winds
stop Kitty
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MURCHIE SAND & GRAVEL LTD

GROUNDWORK & DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

PLANT HIRE Excavators 5-21 tonne,

4CX, Tipper Lorries,

Tipper Grab, Telehandler

& Low Loader

READY MIX CONCRETE Competitive prices with

efficient service

CONCRETE WORKS All forms

DRAINAGE & LANDSCAPING Land Drains, House

Drains, Septic Tanks

Landscaping for gardens

& Driveways

QUALITY AGGREGATES All types including filtration

media

Ivy Cottage Quarry, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8DD

Tel/Fax 01770 303606

www.msgltd.com

e-mail: msgltd@tiscali.co.uk

MBS
BUILDING and

TIMBER

SUPPLIES

Whiting Bay

700202

TIMBER

Dressed & Off Sawn
Ply, MDF, Sterling,

Flooring, Mouldings
Skirtings, Picture Rails

Plasterboard

PLUMBING

All Rainwater Goods
Yorkshire Fittings,

Pushfit 4” Soil Fittings,
Pipes

Drainage Channels

ELECTRICAL

Cable, Switches, Sockets
Mains & Low Voltage

Downlighters,
Bulkheads

Immersers, Thermostats

DECORATING

Wallpapers, Paints –
1000s colours, Kitchen &
Bathroom, Tough Paint
Testerpots, Sundries
Wallpaper Stripper

Curtain Poles, Swish
Tracks

TILES

New Tile Samples
Free Catalogues

Adhesives. Grouts
Tile Cutters

GLASS

Double glazing, UPVC
Doors & Windows

FIRES

Fire Fronts, Grates
Baskets, Fire Guards

Companion Sets
Pup Bricks, Vermiculite

Fire Cement, Stove Rope,
Cowels,

Chimney Bonnets
TOOL HIRE

Power Tools,
Floor Sander

Mini Excavator
SCAFFOLD

Plants, Garden
furniture pots

and half barrels

OPEN

Monday-

Saturday

8.30 a.m.-

5 p.m.
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A841, Arran’s

‘road to hell’

A new website has sprung up on
the internet dubbing the A841
road round Arran as ‘the road to
hell.’

Subtitled ‘A841 a drive to sur-
vive’ the site contains images of
parts of Arran’s roads and even
has a quirky gift shop where T-
shirts, bags and baseball caps can
be purchased, all displaying the
slogan ‘I’ve been on the A841
and survived.’

The homepage states: ‘This site
is dedicated to the Isle of Arran’s
own ‘road to hell’, the 57-mile
A841.’

The site was created by Graham
Chappell of Arran Graphics in
under two hours.

It takes a tongue in cheek look
at the various potholes on the is-
land and the general condition of
the road while underlining the se-
riousness of the situation.

North Ayshire Council declined
to comment on the website.

Webmaster Graham said: ‘I’ve
just got to the point where I feel
enough is enough.

‘I hit five pot holes in no dis-
tance at all and thought some-
thing needs to be done so I went
home and created the website.

‘The A841 has enough person-
ality to have a website devoted
to it.’

Graham’s previous car, a Honda
S2000s sport cars had to have two

Jonathan May of Dippin has been
named joint winner of a national deco-
rative flooring design competition.

Eighteen-year-old Jonathan is
an apprentice floor layer with
County Carpets of Whiting Bay
and is studying at Glasgow Met-
ropolitan College.

Last winter he entered the Alto
Cut and Design awards with
around 200 other apprentices na-
tionwide.

The Alto flooring company de-
scribes the award scheme as ‘giv-
ing the UK’s up and coming
flooring contractors the chance to
show off their skills.’

This year’s design theme was
sporting, in celebration of Lon-
don’s successful bid for the 2012
Olympic Games. Entrants had to
create a design of decorative non-slip
flooring onto a 750mm square panel.

‘I made a pattern based on the
Tower of London and the five Ol-
ympic hoops,’ said Jonathan.
Eight entrants were shortlisted
who then competed in the na-
tional final at the company’s
headquarters in Letchworth.
Marks were awarded for quality
of workmanship, technical abil-
ity and innovative design.

Judges were unable to separate
the top two, so Jonathan and an-
other finalist shared the first prize
of £1,000 in holiday vouchers.

The Banner asked him if he had
any plans for a £500 holiday?
Looking around his County Car-
pet work colleagues Jonathan
joked: ‘As far away from this lot
as possible.’

front wings replaced after sus-
taining heavy stone chipping. His
current Lexus, now only a year
old, needs a full set of replace-
ment alloy wheels owing to stone
chipping.

In February of this year Sandy
McDougall of Whiting Bay was
lucky to be alive after his car
struck a pot-hole on Arran caus-
ing £2,000 worth of damage. The
local police indicated in their re-
port at the time that the pot-hole
was the cause of the accident.

The website has various pages
to look at. Click on the link ‘A
hole lot of photos’ to be taken to
images of damaged road. One im-
age looks at the ‘deterioration of
the Tarmac on the edge of the
A841’.

The photograph used on the
website shows an area by the side
of Arran’s main road filled with
water and is highlighted  as an
area ‘that could be spawning
aquatic life’ - and goes on to say:
‘This little puddle could indeed
be spawning new life whilst seri-
ously damaging your alloy
wheels and dismounting cyclists
into the nearest gorse bush.’

Arran roads department has
been using the Jetpatcher to make
repairs to stretches of road and
this comes under scrutiny on the
website.

Andy Surridge of Whiting Bay

has been a motorbiker for the past
30 years and doesn’t believe there
are enough signs to warn road
users when roadworks are taking
place. He said: ‘I’ve had a few
scares round in the Southend. The
jetpatcher doesn’t use enough tar
in the process - only chippings.

‘These are left behind and I’ve
come around a few corners to be
met with what in effect is like a
gravel driveway.’

Andy also believes the condi-
tion of the road is affecting tour-
ism to the island. He added:
‘Many motorbikers used to visit
Arran twice a year but they sim-
ply don’t come over anymore.

‘Perhaps not everyone wanted
them here but they did bring a lot
of money to the Island both in ac-
commodation and food sales.’

A spokesperson for NAC said:
‘This year the council has put
another £1.1 million into its road
repair budget and Arran will get
its share.

‘There will also be more capi-
tal investment in road improve-
ments on the Island.

‘The council, in partnership
with our sister council, East Ayr-
shire, is negotiating to buy a jet
patcher which should be in serv-
ice by the end of the year.’

Jonathan May  joint winner of the British Alto flooring

design award.  b16jon1

Jonathan floors the competition

A perimeter fence has now been
erected around the site of the new
Arran High School on the play-
ing field behind the existing
school.

Building work is due to com-
mence with around 30 men from
contractors Barr Construction on

site. A further 50 men will be join-
ing them later. North Ayrshire
Council corporate director, edu-
cation services, John Travers said
that the new school is on course
for full occupation on 13 August
2007. The existing school is due
for demolition by January 2008.

School work starts

VILLAGE TAXIS

Telephone Ardrossan

01294 602 888

Mob: 07736 50 10 50

Taxi from Ardrossan Harbour
We will meet you at the ferry

Glasgow Airport .. £27.00
City Centre ......... £35.00
Prestwick ............ £22.00
Ayr ..................... £27.00
Ayr Hospital ........ £29.00
Irvine .................. £12.00
Largs ................. £18.00
Crosshouse ........ £18.00
Kilmarnock ......... £20.00
Troon P&O ......... £18.00

Return journeys on request
Punctuality our speciality

Clean and comfortable cars
Six-Seater Now Available

ALEX BAIRD
DOUBLE

GLAZING

For double glazed doors & windows

UPVC  VERTICAL SLIDERS

Fast friendly service

T: 01290 420587  M: 07775 594115

CATACOL

BAY HOTEL

Sunday Buffet Every Week

12 noon - 4 p.m.

Over 60s Lunches
every Thursday
12 noon-2 p.m.

�830231

Corrie Golf Club Tearoom

Open daily for home cooked meals, snacks and

delicious cakes and scones

Opening hours

Saturday - Wednesday 10.00 - 4.30

Thursday & Friday 10.00 - 7.00

Please feel free to bring your own bottle to enjoy with your meal

Eat inside or outside

Club and trolley hire available

Small functions and private parties catered for.

Tel: 810223

GLENISLE HOTEL

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

***COME IN AND TRY OUR NEW MENU***

HOME COOKED MEALS SERVED DAILY

LUNCHES 12-3PM / DINNER 6-9PM

BOOKINGS NOT REQUIRED

*****ALL WELCOME*****

Tel. 01770 600559/600258

www.glenislehotel.com

1

THE ARRAN

QUAD CENTRE

4 x 4 Quads, Buggies,

Laser Shooting &

Archery

OPEN 7 DAYS

For Bookings

 Tel: 01770 860526

Arran Haulage Services LtdArran Haulage Services LtdArran Haulage Services LtdArran Haulage Services LtdArran Haulage Services Ltd

Daily mainland collections
and deliveries

PARCELS

ANIMAL FEED

GAS DEALER FOR THE ISLAND
Propane : Barbecues

Butane : Cookers

GLASGOW DEPOT

Temperature Controlled

Competitive rates

for all building materials –

Home Farm, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8DD
Tel: 01770 302777       Fax: 01770 302500
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First Arran visit for
a young Elizabeth
Celebrations have been held
around the country this week to
mark the 80th birthday of HM
The Queen.

Two visits
It gives an opportunity for The

Banner to show a photograph
from the first of only two visits
to Arran made by Queen Eliza-
beth II.

This picture was taken on Brod-
ick pier in 1947 and shows Guide
Commissioner Miss Bannatyne

Princess Elizabeth and the royal party chat with young Arran Brownies on Brodick

pier in 1947.  b16hmq1

There was a touch of spring in the
air when Lochranza Village Hall
hosted the annual daffodil tea last
Saturday 15 April.

The Easter event was instituted
many years ago by the Ladies
Painting Class and is now a col-
laborative effort with the village
hall committee, put on for the
benefit of hall funds.

The hall walls were adorned

Lochranza daffodil tea
with an exhibition of paintings by
the ladies, and the table-top sale
and teas and home baking did a
roaring trade.

Accomplished weaver
Tessa Smith, an accomplished

weaver, gave demonstrations on
her loom and introduced anyone
interested into the weaver’s art.

Winner of the children’s egg-
painting competition was

Katherine O’Donnelly of Lo-
chranza, and Penny McWatters of
Catacol won the 50/50 raffle.

The sum of £750 was raised for
hall funds.

Car boot sale
A car boot sale planned for Sun-

day afternoon had to be held in
Lochranza Hall due to April
showers and seasonally inclem-
ent weather.

Tessa Smith introduces children to the art of weaving on her loom in Lochranza Hall.

b16loc1

with the Queen Mother followed
by princesses Elizabeth and
Margaret.

Recollections
The Royal party is being

greeted by a guard of honour of
local Guides and Brownies.
Given the passage of time, these
young Arran Brownies will
probably be in their mid-60s
now and we would be pleased
if any of them would contact
The Banner to let us know their

names and recollections of the
day.

The Queen’s second Arran visit
was in August 1997 when she
came ashore at Brodick from the
Royal yacht Britannia and offi-
cially opened  Ormidale sports
field at the Highland Games.

After lunch at Brodick Castle
she travelled up to Lochranza,
toured the distillery and left by
Royal launch from the pier to
re-join Britannia.

Lamlash Community Centre wel-
comed 125 blood donors last
Sunday 16 April.

 This was the highest turnout on
the Island for five years and one

Islanders turn out in force to give blood

of the best attended donating op-
portunities ever conducted on the
Island.

Gordon Redpath of the Scot-
tish National Blood Transfusion
Service said: ‘This number was
more than expected and repre-
sented 25 percent of all Scottish

donations that day. By Easter
Monday the blood had been
processed and tested and made
available for patient care imme-
diately.

‘We would like to thank the
people of Arran for their great
support.’

Brodick 01770 303746
Fresh Flowers For Every Occasion

Wedding Specialist, Funeral Tributes,
Contract & Hotel Work,

Carefully prepared 'Just For You' by Lucie -
an experienced, qualified florist.

Deliveries throughout the island 6 days  a week
OPEN     Mon-Fri 9.30-1700     Sat 9.30-12.30

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

WAITING TO ASSIST YOU WITH:

• Year End Accounts •Business Start Ups

• Tax & VAT Returns • Business Planning

• Tax Planning & Advice • Cash Flow & Profit Forecasting

•  Monthly Management Accounts • Business Recovery

•  Bookkeeping & Payroll

We charge a fixed fee for all work, agreed in advance.

Telephone 01770 870218   Mobile 07967 274144

Email peakperformanceabs@yahoo.co.uk

PEAK PERFORMANCE

ACCOUNTANCY

SALE

- GREAT BARGAINS -

STILL SOME GARMENTS REMAINING
ALL AT HALF PRICE

All Embroidered Leisurewear:
Fleeces, Sweats, Polo Shirts, Rugby Shirts,

Long and Short Sleeved Tee Shirts
Still a good selection of colours and sizes.

Prices start from £4.99
PLUS some great savings on other stock items; including Beer

Chocolates, Sugar Mice, Xmas Mead and Fairy Lights.
While Stocks Last

Open 10.00am - 3.30pm ~ Mon, Weds, Thu, Fri, Sat 
www.arranbrewery.com  ~ FOR MAIL ORDER

Visitor Centre,

Offsales and Shop

Cladach

Telephone 01770 302353

ALZHEIMER
SCOTLAND

Information Day
Marie Thomson

&
Susan Maxwell

Will be available in the Sun lounge of the
Auchrannie Spa Hotel

On 21st April from 11.15am - 1.15pm and
2.00pm - 3.00pm

Information and advice will be available.
Tel: 01294 469955

1
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New chill cabinets at the distillery visitor centre are stocked with Arran food and

proving popular with customers who can now buy cheese, smoked salmon and ice

cream to go with their whisky.  b16loc2

Under the new management of
Robin Bell, the Lochranza distill-
ery visitor centre is getting well
involved in the economic com-
munity of the Island.

 Isle of Arran Distillers are now
actively involved in Destination
Arran, The Taste of Arran Trail,
and the Chamber of Commerce.
Lochranza is also closely in-
volved with 13 other distilleries
in the formation of a new West
Coast Whisky Trail.

Robin Bell said: ‘One of the
first things I did after coming here
as manager was to join forces

Distillery in

high spirits
with Taste of Arran and Destina-
tion Arran. It is important to sell
the Arran brand label.’

The local visitor centre has pur-
chased chill cabinets and is now
stocking and promoting many
other Arran products such as ice
cream, cheese, smoked salmon
and kippers from Loch Fyne.

 Also being promoted are other
Arran-made goods such as Arran
Aromatics, Arran Chocolates
from James’ Chocolate Factory,
beer from the Arran Brewery, cal-
endars, postcards, and the Arran
Stoneman’s products.

 Robin added: ‘If a tourist coach
calls here and can’t stop else-
where on the Island then folk
have the opportunity to buy other
Arran goods.’

 With over 50,000 visitors last
year the distillery staff get many
requests for information about ac-
commodation, food and other
services. A customer information
file has been set up with details
of many other Island outlets, ac-
tivities and services. Robin said
that since there was no longer a
Lochranza village shop they were
also stocking milk for locals.

Kilmory villagers are one step
closer to purchasing a new com-
munity mini bus thanks to Marks
and Spencer in Braehead.

A team of Southenders returned
to the Island last Saturday tired
but triumphant after five hours of
bag-packing in the store. One
generous customer put a hundred
pound note into a collection
bucket.

The total amount raised is be-
ing kept secret at the moment as
fund raising must continue if the
committee are to get their new
Community Bus with disabled
access.

Therefore a sweep stake sheet
will be travelling around some of

the villages and for a pound those
inclined will be able to try and pick
the exact amount that was raised
on the day.

The prize for the lucky winner
will be the £100 note that was re-
ceived in one of the collecting
buckets.

The committee is advising eve-
ryone to watch their local store for
the arrival of the sheet.

The Kilmory community bus is
available to organisations and in-

Southenders Mandy McDonald and Phyllis Picken hold a large tub of cash collected

during their fundraising bagpack at Braehead Marks and Spencer store. b16bus1

Braehead bagpackers
big cash collection

The Arran Banner

Douglas Centre, Brodick

dividuals on a donation basis and
has proved very popular over the
years.

The current bus, a 1996 yellow
Ford Transit, is beginning to be too
expensive to run. The committee
have applied for a grant but need to
raise a lot of the money themselves.

The committee would like to ex-
press their grateful thanks to all the
willing volunteers and to CalMac
for supplying them with refresh-
ments on both journeys.

�302272

Gifts, Toys, Books, Ladies, Gents and Children's

Fashions.     Suitcases, Umbrellas, Waterproofs

All Footwear, Bedding and Towels

Handbags, Jewellery, Watches, Crystal, Kilts

and much, much more!

Dry-Cleaning Service: Leaves Monday and Wednesday,

Returns Thursday and Saturday

Retail and

Café Bar
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Cyclist Simon’s Alps idea
The road around Arran has be-
come such a popular route for
cyclists from all over the world
but one amateur road racer be-
lieves the island should do more
to attract competitive cyclists.

A survey by the island’s bike
club showed in one week in sum-
mer, every third car coming off
the Ardrossan ferry had bikes on
it.

However, Simon
Sauvagnargues, who trained on
Arran last week in preparation for
two events this summer in
France, told The Arran Banner
how the island could encourage
more competitive cycling.

He said: ‘Arran is a good test
for my training for L’Etapes du
Tour and L’Ardechoise this sum-
mer as there is quite a lot of
climbing.

‘The only problem is the
weather and the fact there seems
to be no records of how fast pre-
vious cyclists have gone.

‘In L’Alpes du Huez in France
there stamp a card at the bottom
of an ascent and when you get toSimon, left, with his friend Ked Khebabza. b16fra02

the top you get it stamped again.
‘You then go into an office

where you get a print out of your
time and average speed etc.

‘It would be good for the island
to have something like that be-
cause it pulls in people from all
over the world.

‘Everyone I know who comes
to Arran to cycle has their own
individual record.’

In one training session last week
Simon, whose brother-in-law Tim
Manock lives in Brodick, clocked
three hours and 19 minutes to

complete the 56 miles round the
island.

The record from last year’s Bike
Week on Arran, organised by Ar-
ran Adventure Company, was
three hours and 12 minutes.

Gerard Tattersfield of Arran
Adventure Company said: ‘I
think it’s a great idea.

‘We could extend our Bike
Week season for anyone who
wants to keep their times.

‘The roads here are not a mas-
sive problem for cyclists but they
are a problem.

There are dangers involved for
the road racers - but that’s cycling
and there is more chance of get-
ting a puncture than hurting your-
self.

‘Most cyclists can ride around
a pot hole.’
� Arran Adventure Company

is currently promoting Bike Week
(17-25 June) but is holding the
island’s own event, ‘Around Ar-
ran - on yer bike’,  on 25 June
only. See
www.arranadventure.com for
more details.

School pupils train on Arran

The Loudoun Academy cyclists gather in Brodick. b16bik01

Pupils from Loudoun Academy in
Galston, who will cycle from
Land’s End to John O’Groats for
charity, used Arran as practice for
the big event.

The team of 14, including 11
pupils, train regularly every Sun-
day but on this occasion took four

days out of their Easter Holiday
to cycle from the school to Lo-
chranza, via the Ardrossan ferry.

Leader
Group leader John McCracken

is a technical teacher at the
school and he spoke to The Ban-
ner after coming off the ferry at

a rain-swept Brodick . He said:
‘We will cycle round the island
twice before returning to the
school.

‘Land’s End to John O’Groats
will be 60 miles per day over 18
days so Arran is a good test in
these conditions.’

Opening Hours:

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Sunday 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
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In last week’s Banner we carried
a photo of Vivienne Coulthard,
new owner of Island Porcelain,
with one of the trademark little
puffins that the company has
made for many years.

She later told the Banner that
she will continue making the
popular pieces which have made
the company such a success.

Island Porcelain was estab-
lished in 1988 to carry on the
work of renowned Kings Cross

potter Alastair Dunn. It has built
up a first class reputation selling
small porcelain figures designed
by Ann Rhead and Ile Morrison
across the globe.

But new owner Vivienne
Coulthard insisted she will also
be designing her own new fig-
ures.

She bought the business in June
last year and has found new
premises in Lamlash.

Vivienne said: ‘I’m going to

continue the established pieces
like penguins, puffins and oyster
catchers but there are collectors
worldwide who wait for the next
new piece to come out.

‘My first new piece will be the
‘Jenny’ wren and I hope to have
a swallow ready for the summer.

‘I am aiming to do two new
pieces every year - I think we
have enough birds on Arran to do
that!’

Vivienne, who lives in Corrie
with her daughter Rebecca, said
she has no experience of work-
ing with pottery but has received
helpful tips from the previous
owners and has learnt how they
made the porcelain models. Her
friend Barbara Langley has also
helped out in the shop.

She added: ‘The ladies who
used to own the business have
been very helpful but Lindsey
and Robert Marr in the Old Pier
Tearoom next door have also
looked after us.’

Banner reporter Euan Paterson tries his hand at puffin painting.  b16pat1

Two mature Kilmory ladies have
just taken up the challenge of
learning computer skills.

Libby Cook and Janet
Mulholland are taking computer
lessons in the room which used
to be the ladies toilet in Kilmory
Hall, and both are finding it a big
change from a lifetime of farm-
ing.

The newly re-vamped hall is a
base for an Awards for All project
which provides free basic com-
puter literacy classes for those in
the community who haven’t been
able to attend the Learning Cen-
tre in Lamlash.

From farming

to the internet

Janet Mulholland and Libby Cook at keyboards.  b16kil1

Hall and lodge manager Ann
Rhead said: ‘I have a list of 26
applicants which is more than I
thought would sign up, so I am
having to stagger the start.’

Ann is hoping to offer free
internet access when their
broadband connection is more
reliable. She added that she
would also welcome enquiries
from other people such as health
visitors or chiropodists looking
for a regular base in the area.

‘The new hall could accommo-
date anyone who needs a private
room and accompanying waiting
room,’ said Ann.

Vivienne, who has moved to the
Island from Newcastle, laughed

off rumours that she is related to
Formula One racing driver David

Coulthard, ‘It’s just not true,’ she
said.

Puffins march on at Island Porcelain

Arran dancers’ classes start again
this Saturday 22 April after the
Easter break and of course this
year’s Janice Marshall show at the
Magnum, The Glass Slipper, which
took place on Saturday 1 April.

Virtually all the dancers took part
and a party of about 100 arrived
either to dance or to watch! Andrea,
our teacher was Cinderella - and
lovely she looked too. It was really
nice for the younger ones especially
to see her. As we were all on near
the beginning, our girls, (and
Mark!), we were able to see most
of the show. It is good to see what

Arran dancers
the mainland girls can achieve.
They have so many more opportu-
nities for classes as well as a dif-
ferent focus, but the Arran Danc-
ers were absolutely up to scratch
and Andrea was very proud of them
as were parents, friends etc. Thanks
to Andrea and Joyce for all their
hard work and for being so nice!

We plan to have an open commit-
tee meeting in May so that those
unable to attend the AGM have a
chance to come along and ask any-
thing. Also we hope to plan for our
next show which is likely to be in
November. Janet Primrose

Make Fostering Your

CAREER

Ordinary People Make Extraordinary Carers

FOSTERING  RECRUITMENT  DAY

28TH APRIL  2006
Have you been thinking about being a
Foster Carer?

But you’re still not sure? 

Lots of questions but no answers?
We have the experience and  knowledge to help you decide.
North Ayrshire Council and Barnardo’s Shield Fostering Service are
holding an Open Day  on the 28th  April from 10am
until 6pm at Ardeer Community Centre, Stevenston 

Come along and speak to the Fostering Team 
and our experienced foster carers.

Call us on 

01294 559820 
www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk



8 THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 22 April, 2006

The late spring has meant that we
are likely to see the the flower-
ing activities of plants com-
pressed into a shorter time frame.

Everyone has noticed that daf-

fodils and the like have appeared
later and some plants have been
very reticent to flower at all.
What this will mean is that the
spring bloom will be somewhat

richer, with the bluebells coincid-
ing with primroses and
celandines.

It’s hard to believe in the depths
of winter that spring will come
once more, and looking at pic-
tures of last year’s summer mead-
ows or herbaceous borders one is
struck by how quickly we be-
come used to the abundance of
colour in the summer, which is
so absent in the winter.

 Looking up through the tree
canopy at a red squirrel bound-
ing from tree to tree the other day
I was shocked to see the bright
red of larch flowers. These strik-
ing little cone-like blooms are one
of the many tree flowers that pass
most people by.

 How many people have noticed
the miniscule anemone-like fe-
male flowers of the hazel tree
next to the male catkins? Most of
our tree flowers are fairly incon-
spicuous affairs, like those of the
oak but there are real beauties like
the blackthorn, hawthorn and
cherry.

Blackthorn winter
This weekend’s chill spell with

snow flurries and biting winds is
testament to what is known as a
‘blackthorn winter’. Just when
we are starting to let our guard
down to the warmth of spring, we
are chastened once more by the
cold that so often comes with the
flowering of the blackthorn.

The flowers emerge before the
leaves and thus they are very
striking against the darkness of
the hard wood.

Living in Scotland, we become
immune to some of the great
flowering spectacles. The im-
mense yellowness of the slopes
in Glen Rosa at the moment are
quite astounding if one tries to
imagine seeing this plant for the
first time.

 The coconut smell on a warm
day is one of the great sensory
treats of the spring. The flowers
are pleasant to eat (though they
wouldn’t keep Ray Mears going
for long). Try one on a ramble or
add a few to salads to make them
more interesting.

Wild garlic
On the woodland floor, wild

garlic has suddenly marched for-
ward. There is a fantastic patch
just before Sannox in a hazel
grove which shows the beauty of
our native coastal woods.

The latin name allium ursinum
reveals a time when bears roamed
our woodlands; was it because
the leaves look like bear’s ears or
because it was a favourite food
of that animal?

Certainly, wild garlic is a potent
vegetable, which leaves even
more of an aftertaste than its cul-
tivated cousin. Use a few leaves
in a salad or in cooking, and with
all the wonder ‘drug’ stories
about garlic it is sure to stave off
a few ailments (or at least give
you very bad breath).

One woodland flower which is
largely overlooked but very com-

mon is the opposite-leaved
golden saxifrage, a long name for
a small flower.

In damp patches in the woods it
carpets the place with lush green
leaves and delicate flowers.

Dog’s mercury
Another ‘boring’ plant but very

significant is dog’s mercury. It is
generally a good sign to find this
plant, since it often indicates an
ancient woodland and generally
good woodland soil.

A mysterious plant, it is ex-
tremely poisonous and smelly.
The smell attracts pollinating
midges. Like most poisons, in
lesser amounts it can do good and
it was widely used as a purgative.

And then, the beautiful blue-
bells will come and the woodland
season will be at it’s height.  SM

Daffodils on Arran are

flowering later than usual

owing to the extended cold

spell. However the spring

bloom is somewhat richer.

b16daf1

Woodland bluebells will

suffer from the late spring

on Arran. b16blu3

Castle gardens are

beginning to bloom

The National Trust for Scotland
(NTS) is pleased to announce that
the rhododendrons in the gardens
at Brodick Castle are now com-
ing into full bloom and visitors
to the garden will be met with a
riot of colour.

Colin Totty, Head Gardner for
the garden at Brodick com-

mented: ‘Many of the large leafed
rhododendrons are amost in full
flower, and there will be rhodo-
dendrons carrying on right
through until June and July - with
most of the more tender ones
flowering in June onwards.’

 ‘NTS will be celebrating the
fantastic rhododendron collection
at Brodick on 6 May at our Brod-
ick Rhododendron Day.’

Marquee
There will be a marquee on the

lawn, a chance for visitors to ask
the gardening team questions,
and the castle’s own
rhododenrons will be for sale.  A
display of vases with flowers as
well as a description on each
plant will also be on show.

 Colin concluded: ‘We really
hope that people will come along
on the sixth and join in one of our
guided walks - from 11am - 3pm.’

 For more information, call Colin
Totty at Brodick Castle, Garden
and Country Park 01770 302202.

Nature Notes for April by Stephen MasonSEWING

MACHINE

REPAIRS

Mr Knox will be

on the island

on Wednesday

3rd May

Tel: 01292 260669

after 6pm or weekends

Grass Livery

Available

All year field

grazing near

Shiskine

Well fenced,

watered and

sheltered

Hacking on adjacent farmland

Stabling if required,

shared facilities

TLF: 01770 860286

E-mail:  post@machriebay.co.uk

The Lighthouse RESTAURANT

Tel: 850240

Opening Hours

Monday - Friday

Lunches 12 - 3pm Evening Meals 5 - 9pm booking adviseable

Please feel free to bring a bottle of wine to go with your meal

Saturday & Sunday

12 - 9pm

Closed Wednesday

Come and check out our fabulous menu for fresh fish, McKinnon's of

Lochranza steaks and all our other good food on our menu.

We are in "Scotland The Best" 2006 book.

Business Start-up Workshop

A three day workshop for people in Argyll and the Islands area, who are thinking of

starting up in business.  The course covers all aspects of business start-up including

market research, profit & cashflow forecasting, tax and legal obligations.

This workshop is FREE

The Ormidale Sports Centre

Wed 10th - Fri 12th May 2006

from 9.30am - 3.30pm

To book a place or for further information contact

Ishbel or Mandy at Smart Successful Solutions Ltd
01866 833500

Argyll & the Islands Enterprise, The Enterprise Centre,

Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead PA31 8SH

www.hie.co.uk/aie

Ardshiel Gallery

EXHIBITION

FROM Sun 19th march

TO 1st MAY

OPEN WED TO SUNDAY

11.30 TO 5 pm

Ardshielgallery.com

01770 700249

ARRAN

DRIVING

CENTRE

Instructor

Peter MacKay ADI

Discounts for block

bookings & Gift

Vouchers

Phone 810619

Workshop at Brandon

Farm, Strathwhillan Road,

Brodick & on display at The

Brodick Garden Centre

BETBETBETBETBETTER BAR MEALSTER BAR MEALSTER BAR MEALSTER BAR MEALSTER BAR MEALS

ORMIDALE HOTEL
 Brodick 01770 302293

HOME COOKED BAR MEALS
served 12.30 pm - 2.00pm (Saturday & Sunday only)

6.00 pm - 9.00pm
Children Welcome

Beer garden with Children's Outdoor Play Area
Real Ale (Recommended CAMRA Good Beer Guide)

CLOSED SUNDAYS
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Arran airs own reality TV show

Forget Big Brother, there is only
one reality TV show Arran is-
landers need to see this summer.

Kilmory Hall will  be the
venue for a project which aims

to provide a unique insight into
one of Arran’s most important
birds of prey - the Hen Harrier.

Two state-of-the-art cameras
will record the action in a Hen

Harrier nest and relay the live
pictures to a room in Kilmory
Hall. The pictures will be going
live from Sunday 28 May until
the project finishes in August.

The project centre within the
hall will be overseen by newly
appointed Hen Harrier informa-
tion officer Hazel Currie who
lives in Corrie.

But Hazel is looking for vol-
unteers to help man the project
centre as she hopes to lead na-
ture walks and visit schools dur-
ing the project.

The project centre will be
open from 10am-4pm, Sunday
- Thursday.

Hazel, formerly a ranger for
the National Trust for Scotland,
told The Arran Banner :  ‘If
someone can spare a few hours
in the morning or afternoon to
watch the screen that would be
great. They should phone me on
my mobile (07843 513369).

‘We will put something to-
wards any travel expenses in-
curred.’

Hazel added the project was a
great opportunity for islanders
and visitors alike to find out
more about Arran’s resident
birds.

She said, ‘There is lots to find
out about the Hen Harrier and
its behaviour. They are a long-
legged and long-tailed bird but
very graceful and their main

In the Bird Notes for March, I
mentioned a glaucous gull that
had been on the island most of the
month.

The person, who first saw it on
8 March, knew it was ‘different’.
It was on the shore near the road-
side graveyard north of Pirnmill.
The observer was not sure what
it was, but had a digital camera,
took a photograph, and e-mailed
it to me. I sent it on to four very
experienced birdwatchers, who
all confirmed that it was a glau-
cous gull in its first winter plum-
age.

The picture (seen on this page)
showed all the key features of the
bird, namely it was a large gull
with no black on its wing tips,
when sitting/standing the wing
tips did not project beyond the
tail, and there was a sharp black
tip to the bill.

These were the features that
helped identify the bird.

Later in the month the bird was
reported as being seen on the 12th
in Whiting Bay, the 23rd in Lam-
lash and 25th, and 26 March back
in Whiting Bay.

This gull is a circumpolar bird,
breeding mainly north of the Arc-
tic Circle with some moving
south as far as the  British Isles
in winter.

Hazel White with the skull of a vole, the main prey of

Hen Harriers. b16haz01

A male Hen Harrier in flight. b16hen1

A glaucous gull pictured near Pirnmill.

Bird Notes -  What’s that bird? by Jim Cassels
To know that a bird is ‘differ-

ent’ you need local knowledge
first.

You need to know the local
birds.

This observer had that knowl-

edge. The best way to get this
knowledge is by looking and
learning.

Birds are very obvious in the
environment, they can be colour-
ful, they have song, and they fly.

A lot of people are interested and
enjoy birds in their garden, as they
travel round the island, and as they
go about their business.

Interest can be developed into
knowledge. There are a number

of very good books. Some of the
pocket guides, and field guides
clearly show the key distinguish-
ing features of birds.

Also there are compact, small
light binoculars that can go in the
pocket or glove compartment and
these can be very helpful.

Another useful aid is a small
notebook not just to note ‘what,
when, where’ but for the ‘differ-
ent’ bird to do a sketch that can
be later referred to. Even better
than a sketch, this observer had a
digital camera and used it!

The other way to increase
knowledge is to share your expe-
rience with others and again this
was done in the case of the glau-
cous gull.

prey are voles and pippets. Ar-
ran has approximately four per
cent of the UK’s Hen Harrier
population.

‘When people come to see the
filming they will get hooked on
it. It’s really entertaining to see
what the birds are doing as the
season progresses and people
who come to visit will hopefully
gain more knowledge about
these fairly rare birds.’

The project is being funded by

a partnership consisting of the
Kilmory  community, Scottish
Natural Heritage, Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds
(RSPB) and Forestery Commis-
sion Scotland. It is also sup-
ported by the WHELK Leader+
programme.

This project has been run for
a few years now but following
two unsuccessful attempts to
show live pictures over the last
two years, organisers are hope-

ful 2006 will be a success.
Their confidence follows a

successful project at Clyde
Murshiel Regional Park, near
Glasgow, where more than
7,000 visitors visited to watch
the live pictures.

People are encouraged to visit
Kilmory hall from the second
week in May, when the project
centre opens, to learn more
about the usually elusive Hen
Harrier.

The ‘Arran Bird Report for
2005’ is a result of people shar-
ing their experience.

It is available from stores
throughout the island priced
£3.50. Enjoy your birding.

Remember to send any bird
notes with ‘what, when, where’
to me at Kilpatrick Kennels, Kil-
patrick, Blackwaterfoot, KA27
8EY, or telephone 01770 860316
and leave a message, or e mail me
at james.cassels@virgin.net.

  The New

F A I R W A Y S

at Lamlash Golf Club
is now open to the general public

serving meals, snacks, coffees and teas
10am - 9pm

Please book for evening meals
with Andy Pattison at 01770 600743

Licensed Restaurant
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press policy

WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print.
If you find an error of fact on our pages please write to The Editor, The

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number where
possible.

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with
any corrections or clarifications.

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily
those of the The Oban Times Group.

 your letters

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200

words in length for publication on this page. The editor

also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to

refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses

must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate

good faith. A daytime telephone number is also

required for verification. Anonymous letters or those

supplied without a contact telephone number will not

be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The

Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran.

E-mail editor@arranbanner.net
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Lochranza Hall

Easter Events

Sir,
Can I through your columns
thank everyone who helped make
our annual Daffodil Tea such a
success.

Special thanks must go to the
Lochranza Painting Class for
their wonderful display of paint-
ings, the stall holders, the tea
room helpers, the ladies for all the
delicious cakes they produced
and of course Douglas for wash-
ing all the dishes (committee
please note we do not need to buy
a dishwasher now!).

The car boot sale on Sunday
was also well supported and
thanks must also go to all  in-
volved with this.

Finally, thanks to everyone who
came and supported our events
enabling us to raise over £850.
Yours,
Bill Scott, Lochranza

Rotarians help

with Mercy Ships

charity

Sir,
Passengers on board the Caledo-
nian Isles have been surprised
recently to hear an appeal for sup-
port for the Mercy Ships charity
being broadcast over the ship’s
tannoy system by a member of
the Isle of Arran Rotary Club.

Caledonian MacBrayne had
kindly agreed to allow the sale of
quiz sheets on the ferry as they
did last year.

 But this time the Rotarians an-
nounced their presence and gave
an outline of the wonderful work
carried out by the staff on the
hospital ships all of whom, from
surgeons to hospital porters, gave
their services free of charge.

In fact some doctors choose to
pay the charity to let them work
on board, so strongly do they feel
about the wonderful results of the
surgery carried out and the way
it improves the lives of thousands
of people.

With only eight journeys sell-
ing the quiz sheets, Rotary are
able to send off in excess of
£1,000 to the charity - an amaz-
ing amount in a short time!

The Arran club is just one of
hundreds of Rotary clubs raising
money for this worthwhile cause
as Mercy Ships is one of the pre-
ferred charities, (along with hear-

ing dogs for the deaf) to be nomi-
nated for Rotary support by the
president of Rotary international.

It’s time to pack away the bright
blue Rotary Club tabards (which
are worn by members to identify
us) till next year’s quiz. Thank
you all - from Arran and beyond
- who have helped us achieve so
much. Your geneorisity is much
appreciated and is a big contri-
bution to the continuing great
work of the Mercy Ships.

Also many thanks to the man-
agement and staff of CalMac who
allowed the Rotarians to collect
on board the ship and who were
so helpful.

The closing date for entry is
Tuesday 9 May and the results
will be drawn from the correct
entries on Tuesday 9 May.

Results and winner names will
appear in a forthcoming  Banner.
Yours,
Gillean Bussell,
Vice president,
Lamlash

Easter sunrise

Sir,
Where were you on Easter Sun-
day morning at 6am as some 50
people and eight dogs gathered to
watch a beautiful sunrise at the
Viking Fort, Kingscross?

This was one of the loveliest
sunrises we had seen for many a
year - and we have gathered every
Easter Sunday since 1983. As the
red sun rose above the Ayrshire
coast and 50 voices sang
‘Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to
the Risen Lord’ we were truly
blessed.

We heard of a story of a primary
teacher who was trying to find out
how much religious knowledge
her new students actually had.
While talking with one little boy,
to whom the story of Jesus was
obviously brand new, she began
to tell the story of Jesus’ death on
the Cross.

When she was asked what a
cross was, the teacher picked up
some sticks and fashioned them
into a crude Cross and then ex-
plained how Jesus was actually
nailed to the Cross and then died.

With downcast eyes, the little
boy quietly said, ‘oh, that’s too
bad.’ And then the teacher told the
little boy how Jesus rose again
and came back to life.

The little boy’s eyes were as big
as saucers.

His face lit up as he exclaimed,

‘Totally awesome!’ And Easter is
just that - totally awesome for it
reminds us of God’s great love for
all people and His willingness to
give His Son that all might live.

Maybe you would like to join
us next year?
Yours,
Rev Elizabeth Watson
The Manse
Whiting Bay

New path in tatters

Sir,
On Good Friday my wife and I
decided to have a walk up Glen
Cloy on the new path created by
the burnside.

This we have done several times
since the great improvement to
the walk.

We were very surprised and in-
deed disappointed to see that the
path so neatly made was in tat-
ters due to a vehicle of some sort
driving and scattering the
hardcore in all directions.

This is vandalism at its worst,
destroying a great path paid for
by public funds.

Whoever you are, keep off in
future as this is used by several
cyclists who work and need ac-
cess to the village on a daily ba-
sis.
Yours,
Sandy Mutch
Burnside Road
Brodick

‘Well done’ to

CalMac

Sir,
I would, through your good of-
fices, wish to say thank you to the
staff at the pierhead at Brodick
and the staff on the Caledonian
Isles for the help and assistance
they gave to my elderly mother
when she returned to Ardrossan
on her own on the 4.40pm boat
on Wednesday 12 April.

At Brodick the staff were so
kind and helpful and could not do
enough to assist my mother with
a wheel-chair and to settle her
down comfortably in the Pullman
lounge.

At Ardrossan the crew of the
boat took her down the gangway
right to her waiting car.

 One member of the crew had
the wheelchair and the second
member had her case.

They also helped her into the
waiting car. And what was so
nice, they wished her a pleasant
onward journey and said they

would be pleased to help her on
her next visit to Arran.

When my mother offered them
a ‘thank you’ they refused to ac-
cept anything and said it was all
part of the ‘Caledonian
MacBrayne service.’

Well done to Caledonian
MacBrayne!
Yours,
Evelyn Cowan
Sunningdale Avenue
Newton Mearns, Glasgow

Tyres slashed

Sir,
Can I ask the person who slashed
the tyres of the Adventure Com-
pany mini-bus on Easter Sunday
to consider the following.

I had two young passengers
onboard the bus when I lost con-
trol due to your actions.

 You not only endangered the
lives of me and my young pas-
sengers you also endangered
other road users.

I use the mini bus as my primary
source of transport whilst I’m on
the Island which means that when
you vandalise it, I cannot respond
to callouts with the already
stretched Lamlash lifeboat.

Your actions affect the whole
island.
Yours,
Calum McNicol
Adventure Director
Arran Adventure Company
Shore Road, Brodick

There is a striking image in this week’s paper of the cross on Easter
morning at Kings Cross. For several years there has been a picture of
Easter procession along the front at Brodick from the Catholic Church;
members of most Island churches would follow the cross, not to
Calvary, but to St Bride’s Church.

Wonderful idea and well attended, but not attracting as many church
members as it might. Why should this be? Some groups are against
joining with other denominations. They might even face censure from
fellow church members, as a previous Lord Chancellor once famously
did for attending the Roman Catholic funeral of a friend.

Others may just feel uncomfortable. One church member confessed
so to me. Is it too far to walk? Might it seem too religious an activity,
too seriously pious? Or is it that some feel that church ought to fit
neatly into an hour on Sunday and leave the rest of the week for seri-
ous matters? Perhaps most of all it is a public statement to walk along
and proclaim yourself to be a Christian, but many ‘Christians’ are
either too embarrassed, or too afraid, to do this.

It was so a year ago when the grand pageant of the Life of Christ
was performed at Brodick Castle. At the time I heard the numbers
who attended and how many had come from the mainland to see it.
Subtracting, it left a rather modest number of Arran residents. No
reason why they should necessarily go, although it was one of the
most ambitious projects produced on Arran for many years. But on
top of that hint of apathy I also heard many expressions of antipathy
to the project.

 This train of thought began with the picture of the cross. The Today
programme had an Easter photo competition. It’s a radio programme,
but they showed the top 10 on the internet. There was one of a group
of pilgrims trailing three crosses over sands, perhaps to Lindisfarne.
It was more like weary ramblers than Easter worshippers.

The winner was a laughing horse. Who knows what it had to do
with Easter, but it was also a laughing horse which won last year’s
Banner photo competition. Or was it a donkey? At least that would
have been a more appropriate Easter image.

It is believed that the presence of litter bins encourages people to
use them. I’m not convinced, having seen many people just drop-
ping papers only yards from a bin, and yet having tried to find one
in litter-free Japan and not a bin in sight. It’s a culture of not car-
ing about what isn’t yours that makes people leave litter around.

However, among those who don’t want to leave a mess, litter
bins help, while some may aim to put rubbish in the appropriate
place, but not finding a bin will say, what the hell. Last week the
dog poo bin on Curries field was overflowing and a pile of care-
fully wrapped solids was building up below it. The next day the
pile had gone, making the point that if we do have litter bins they
must be regulary maintained, at least to encourage those who do
want to do the right thing.

THOUGH FOR THE WEEK
Then Jesus declared, I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me will
never go hungry, and he who believes in Me will never be thirsty.

John 6.35

Fiddle players

wanted

Do you like fiddle music? Maybe
you played fiddle at school and
fancy taking it up again or fancy a
shot at that old fiddle in the attic?

Now is your chance.
The Arran fiddle club will be

running classes for adult begin-
ners starting on Sunday 23 April
if there is enough interest.

 For more information and to
register interest please phone
Alistair Paul on 302881.

Big purple bus

returns

The familiar big purple bus is com-
ing to Arran again next week.

Jan Sheenan and Tommy Ruther-
ford of Saltcoats Jobcentre Plus will
be on hand to give advice on em-
ployment matters in Blackwater-
foot and Brodick on Monday after-
noon 24 April and Whiting Bay and
Lamlash on Tuesday morning.
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The annual Easter duck egg derby
in Lagg Burn was once again a
popular southend event.

The grounds of Lagg Hotel
were bathed in sunshine and full

Lagg Burn Easter duck egg derby

of locals and holidaymakers as
the bags of duck eggs were re-
leased upstream.  Recent heavy
rain meant that the burn was in
full flow and the eggs bobbed

happily along their way towards
the crowd waiting on the bridge.

A net was stretched across the
burn and all duck eggs were
safely captured.

Duck egg catchers in Lagg Burn on Sunday: John Picken, Davie Thomas, Allan

Picken, Murray Picken and Duncan Mulholland.  b16duc1

At the last meeting of the group for the winter session the speaker
was Rev. Jack Paterson who gave a slide show on his visit to Vancou-
ver.

His beautiful slides gave an insight to the Butchart Gardens. The
gardens giving a sense of quietness and peace. Vancouver is a city
full of plants. On seeing the slides the ladies all got ideas for their
own gardens. The slides were enjoyed by all the ladies and Joan
Stewart gave the vote of thanks.

A lovely supper was followed by the AGM with reports from the
secretary Jenny Arthur and treasurer Carole Arthur. E Hamilton
thanked Jenny, the ladies retiring secretary for all her work and Lillian
Tod gave a vote of thanks to Evelyn Hamilton on returning as presi-
dent. She thanked all the committee for all their help throughout the
year.

Competition results
Bulbs: First Jean Lammie, second Yvonne Randall

Exhibition results
Favourite brooch: First Elizabeth Kelso, second Eleanor Kinnaird.

Raffle was won by Yvonne Randall. This brought the evening to a
close.

Election of committee for session 2006-2007. President - Joan Stew-
art, vice president - Eleanor Kinnaird, secretary is a job share. Re-
ceiver of correspondence - Jenny Harper, minute secretary - Eleanor
Kinnaird, syllabus secretaries - Jean Lammie, Kate Henderson,  treas-
urer - Yvonne Randall, press secretary - Kate Henderson, point secre-
tary - Morag Murchie committee - Elizabeth Kelso, Gina Brookes.

Shiskine WRI

The last meeting of the rural ses-
sion was a joint social evening with
Kildonan and Kilmory SWRI mem-
bers.

They began with a pairing up ac-
tivity to find their supper partners.
Supper was a wide variety of lasa-
gne, salads and other dishes served
with a fine selection of wines.

The evening continued with a
lively beetle drive which was won
by Morag Reid of Kilmory SWRI,
the winner of the wooden spoon

Whiting Bay SWRI report

being another nameless but well
known member of the same rural.

The ladies would like to pass on
their thanks to all who helped make
it such a fun evening.

The next major date in their di-
ary is a meeting on Wednesday 5
July when they shall hold a mock
up of the Handicraft Tray.

Members are reminded that all
completed entries for the Annual
Show should be sent to Mrs E
McCormack by Monday 19 June.

Easter Sunday
sunrise at Kings Cross

Over 50 people gathered at the
Viking Fort at Kings Cross at 6am
last Sunday morning 16 April.

 They were there to celebrate
the resurrection of Jesus Christ
early on the first Easter morning.

For the past 23 years a group of
early-risers accompanied by chil-
dren and sometimes dogs have
made their way down the paths
beyond the point where the Kings
Cross road ends at the Scripture
Union field towards the Fort.

Sometimes the dawn is clear
with a spectacular sunrise over
the Ayrshire coast but more often
than not it is overcast or even
raining.

 This does not seem to dim the
enthusiasm of the assembled mul-
titude who enjoy a short service
given by the Rev Elizabeth
Watson and sing thanks to the
risen Lord.

At nine minutes past six last
Sunday morning the sky cleared
and a bright orange sun appeared
on the horizon to cast a warm
glow over the crowd.

After the short service, the con-
gregation trooped back up the
path and drove round to Sand-
braes for breakfast in Whiting
Bay  Church Hall.

Left: Sunrise at 6.09am

last Sunday  b16eas1

Trafalgar
Licensed Restaurant

Whiting Bay

�700396

OPEN

FINE FOOD FOR THE

DISCERNING DINER

BOOKINGS ONLY
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Easter Sunday is family day at
Brodick Castle. The National
Trust for Scotland (NTS) holds a
number of specialist events at the

castle throughout the year, but the
foremost is probably the Easter
Sunday games and entertainment.

By mid-afternoon last Sunday

all car parks were full and driv-
ers were being directed to leave
their vehicles on the castle drive
grass verges.

It is predominantly a family day,
and excited children were to be
seen everywhere, accompanied
by mums and dads and grandpar-
ents.

Numbers were up on last year,
with over 750 people paying to
get into the castle and gardens.
Cook had been busy in the down-
stairs kitchens, preparing 200
hard-boiled eggs for decorating.

In a marquee opposite the front
door, painting materials and eggs
had been provided and dozens of

children were busy decorating
eggs under the supervision of the
NTS rangers.

Other rangers and Friends of
Brodick Castle were organising
‘wacky races’ on the lawns and an
Easter egg hunt in the gardens.

Occasional flurries of rain and
blustery showers did not dampen

spirits although some entrants
had difficulty holding on to their
hats for the Easter bonnet com-
petition.

Everyone was a winner as 350
creme eggs had been supplied
by Brodick Co-op as prizes for
each entrant.

Continued on page 13

NTS ranger Kate Sampson has a difficult task selecting

the winning painted Easter eggs.  b16egg3

 Some parents joined in to

help with the egg decorat-

ing.  b16egg2

Winners in the junior section of the Easter bonnet competition, from left: James Reid,

Lamlash, Jane Barker, Renfrew and Rees Hannah, Kilwinning.  b16bon3

Even parents can join in

the fun at Brodick Castle

with sunglasses and

Easter bonnets. b16grp2

The children line up ready to be judged all eager to win a

prize while looked on by anxious parents and family

members. b16grp1

Easter Sunday at Brodick Castle

editorial@arranbanner.net

SHORE ROAD, WHITING BAY

HOME-COOKED FOOD12.30-9PM DAILY

TAKE AWAY STONE BAKED PIZZA,

FISH & CHIPS, BURGERS ETC FROM 5PM

MENUS AVALIABLE FROM BAR

TEL:01770 700357

ROOMS FROM £25PPPN    www.edenlodgehotel.co.uk

ARRAN HERITAGE MUSEUM

Containing displays of Geology, Archaeology, Farm Implements,
Arran at War, Original Smiddy, 19th Century Cottage, Beach Hut,

1920s Schoolroom, Coastguard Rocket Wagon, Children’s Quiz and
Play House, Spinning and Weaving, and much, much more besides

NEW THIS YEAR

150 Years of Brodick School, Pirnmill Through The Years,
Clearances and Emigration, Arran Post Offices and Telephones
Archives and Genealogy Service (Wednesdays, only, or by appointment)

Delicious meals and snacks at Cafe Rosaburn (closed Tuesdays)

Rosaburn, Brodick   Open daily 10.30 a.m.-4.30 p.m.

OPEN 7 DAYS

9.30AM – 7.00PM

For Morning Coffee, Home Baking,

 Light Snacks, Lunches and Evening Meals.

Open to the General Public

All Welcome

Please feel free to bring a bottle of wine.

Telephone: 01770 860226

E-mail: coco@queencliff.fsnet.co.uk

PARKING

at

Balmichael

Visitor Centre

�Open 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. every day

�Bring £1 coins or buy a digicard from the Lemon Tree
(Balmichael Visitor Centre) or the Book and Card Shop
(Brodick)

�Seven Indoor Bays and Four Outdoor bays

�Target Greens and distance markers

�Clubs available

Any enquiries to Gordon Stewart on 860530

or Donald Currie on 860251
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Results:
Easter bonnet competition.
Junior: 1 Jane Barker, Renfrew, 2 James Reid, Clauchlands, Lam-

lash, 3 Rees Hannah, Kilwinning.
Intermediate: 1 Dylan McAndrew, Troon, 2 Rosalind Lesley, Ayr, 3

Louise McAndrew, Troon.
Adults: 1 Marcia Stewart, Glasgow, 2 Karen Welton, Springbank,

Brodick.
Easter egg painting competition: 6 to 11 years winner, Emma Suth-

erland. 12 years and over, Elizabeth McDougall.
Duck egg derby: 1 Dorothy Davidson, Edinburgh, 2 Julia Hannah,

Lamlash.

Continued from page 12

Seven-year-old Riley Currie was a Canadian visitor at

the Easter Sunday festivities at Brodick Castle. He

especially enjoyed zooming along on the aerial ropeway

at the adventure playground. Riley lives in Peterbor-

ough, Ontario and he and his mum are staying with his

aunt and uncle, Lynn and Brian Boal of Brodick. b16cur1

Adult Easter bonnet winners with Marcia Stewart,

centre, placed first. b16bon2

Amy Barker of Renfrew won a prize for her decorated

egg. b16egg1

Intermediate winners in the Easter bonnet competition:

Louise McAndrew and Dylan McAndrew of Troon, and

Rosalind Lesley of Ayr. b16bon1

Arran Banner 01770 302142

Easter Sunday at Brodick Castle

ARRAN VISUAL ARTS

INVITES YOU TO

THEIR SPRING ART

EXHIBITION

In the new Kilmory Hall

From 10.30 a.m. to 5.00p.m.

Saturday  22nd to

Thursday 27th April 2006

Kindly supported by the Lagg Hotel and

Toby’s Tearoom who will give a 5%

reduction on Refreshments on

production of an Exhibition Catalogue

Golden Dragon
Chinese Restaurant

Shore Road, Whiting Bay

Tel 700489

Open seven days a week

5.30 p.m.

(last orders 10 p.m.)

For Home Delivery Order

telephone

5-5.15 p.m., 6-6.15 p.m.,

7-7.15 p.m., 8-8.15 p.m.,

9-9.15 p.m.

Delivery

charges:

Kildonan £3,

Whiting Bay £2, Lamlash £3, Brodick £4
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Ryan McAndrew of Troon leads the way in the ‘wacky

races’ which were popular with many children on the

lawns next to the 17 century Cromwellian part of the

castle.  b16rac1

Easter fun at the Brodick Castle with children playing in

the special shute at the adventure playground next to

the ranger centre. b16adv1

If you want a magical experience
then come to Corrie Hall on Sun-
day 23 April to see Miyazaki’s
‘Spirited Away’.

This is a visionary work which
has become a benchmark for all
animated film. It is a remarkable
fantasy adventure film which tells
the story of Chihiro, a headstrong
10-year-old girl, who is unhappy
that her family is moving and she
will have to make new friends.

On the way to their new home,
Chihiro and her father take a de-

Be Spirited Away at

Corrie Film Club
tour to explore a mysterious tunnel
in the woods and enter into a land
of spirits inhabited by magical be-
ings and ruled over by the sorcer-
ess, Yubaba. Chihiro is forced to
overcome her fears and take part
in an epic battle to ensure her fami-
ly’s freedom.

 Winner of the 2003 Oscar for the
best animated film, Spirited Away
is a thrilling and enchanting adven-
ture.

 Sunday 23 April, Corrie Hall,
8.00pm.

Brodick burger bar

business booming

Staff members Archie Hunter and Stevie Matson serve

return customer Jimmi Johnston .b16van1

Brodick’s new take-away bar,
DG’s, is now open for business
and according to staff member
Stevie Matson first signs are very
promising.

He said: ‘We have had lots of
local people eating our food
which is very encouraging.’

Located at the Ormidale Sports
Pavilion this business venture is
the brainchild of Duncan Gray
who describes himself as Inter-
national Chef de Cusine and has
worked in various restaurants and
cafes around the world.

Duncan says his locally-

sourced take-away bar will be
using ‘the best of Arran produce’.

The application for this catering
unit was originally recommended
for refusal by North Ayrshire
Council planning officers on the
grounds that it would be out of
character with the area and cre-
ate an adverse effect. It was also
noted that the unit had wheels and
would be towed to the site each
day and removed at closing time.
However, at the planning commit-
tee meeting on 20 March, coun-
cillors granted permission for the
catering unit with conditions.

Yacht workparty

Annual Arran yacht workparty Sun-
day 30 April 1.30pm.

Bring brush and shovel.

Car boot sale

Brodick primary car boot sale from
11am to 3pm Saturday 22 April.

Tea, coffee, and soup for sale.

Fun and games at Easter

BASIC BOOK-KEEPING

An introductory look at the necessary skill of keeping 'the books'

Topics covered include - what options there are, what are the

key functions of 'the books', dealing with VAT, preparing monthly

accounts, keeping an eye on profits and cash

Ormidale Sports Centre

Tuesday 9th May 2006

from 9.30am to 3.30pm

Course fee    £20 (including VAT)

To book a place or for further information contact

Ishbel or Mandy at Smart Successful Solutions Ltd
01866 833500

Argyll & the Islands Enterprise, The Enterprise Centre,

Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead PA31 8SH

www.hie.co.uk/aie
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The Arran Banner 20 years ago

Saturday 19 April 1986

Closure of

swimming pool

On Tuesday 15 April 1986 the
swimming pool at Arran High was
closed down for good. Divisional
Education Officer Phillip Craig
said it was for reasons of struc-
tural and electrical safety.

The pool was built in 1970 at a
cost of £3,700 and headteacher
David Oakes said: ‘It’s given us
good service.’ The campaign for a
new and bigger pool to be incor-
porated into the new school ex-
tension is gaining momentum.

Blaze behind

Lamlash Co-op

Fire engines were called last Fri-
day night to a blaze at the garage
and store behind Lamlash Co-op.

The garage was used by local

welder John Campbell and it is
said that the oxy-acetylene bot-
tles popped like bombs.

Buildings and contents were de-
stroyed, including cages and
equipment used by the poultry
and pigeon club.

Thanks from the

palace

A letter has been received from
Buckingham Palace thanking the
people of Arran for their good
wishes on the occasion of the en-
gagement between HRH Prince
Andrew and Miss Sarah
Ferguson.

Relief boat

struggles

While the Caledonian MacBrayne
ferry MV Isle of Arran is away

for annual overhaul she has been
replaced by former Arran boat MV
Caledonia.

Unfortunately she has been
struggling with poor manoever-
ability and on Thursday divers at
Ardrossan found an eight foot
mooring rope wrapped round the
propellor shaft.

Opening of lifeboat

station

Two hundred invited guests in-
cluding members of the Troon and
Girvan lifeboats will attend the
opening of a new inshore lifeboat
station in Lamlash next Saturday.

Elections next

month

Regional Council elections are on
the horizon, being less than a
month away on 8 May.

Richard Wilkinson is the sitting
candidate who will be standing for
his third term.

Arran Society of

Glasgow

At the AGM of the Arran Soci-
ety of Glasgow Mr Donald
McNiven of Machrie Farm was
unanimously elected  president
for the forthcoming year, suc-
ceeding James McKelvie.

The toast to the society on be-
half of the Island was made by
Iain Russell and the chairman
was proposed by Dr Donald
Brown.

Houses for sale

Three-bedroom house for sale in
Lamlash village.

Central heating, partial double
glazing, large L-shaped living
room. Offers around £29,000.

Four apartment terraced housefor
sale in Lamlash. Very good con-
dition. £19,500 ono.

To Ayr Show by

PS Waverley

The popular paddle steamer
Waverley is calling at Brodick next
month on its way from Camp-
beltown to the mainland for the
Ayr Show.

It will allow seven hours ashore
for the agricultural show, or alter-
natively a little light shopping in
Ayr town centre before returning
to Brodick at 7.30pm.

Cobbles to Holland

Cobbles from Machrie beach
are being exported to Holland.
Bannatyne Motors have been

collecting good 12 inch or more
round stones for some time but it
is just in the last few weeks that
they have had a contract to send
them so far afield.

The stones are taken by lorry
to Lossiemouth for shipping to
Holland.

David McNab

David McNab of Castle House,
Kildonan died suddenly last week
at the age of 63.

For many years he was chair-
man of the improvements and hall
committees.

He was a conscientous member
of St Donan’s Church and served
in the Home Guard during the war.
David had a great love of the sea
and was rewarded with long-serv-

Headteacher David Oakes and janitor Snowy Gardner take a last look at the Arran High

School swimming pool before it closes for good,  b16 twe2

When Alastair Hamilton retires next Monday after 35

years, Stewart and Marie Walls will take over at the

Brodick Chemist Shop. Mr Walls makes this move from

Oban where he was pharmacist and manager of the

Boots shop.  b16twe1

ice honours after 25 years in the
local coastguard.

Fat cat wanted

Cat wanted for good home in Whit-
ing Bay. Must be a fat cat since this
home will cost over £48,500.

Bungalow with four bedrooms,
lounge, dining room,fitted
kitchen, bathroom, utility,en suite
shower room, fitted wardrobes,
carpets.

Feel free to bring your cat when
viewing. Dog owners may also
apply.

Peat banks

All those who had peat banks on
the Boguillie and wishing to con-
tinue please write to Arran Es-
tate Office.

1

Cameronia

Hotel

Whiting Bay

Tel: 01770 700254

LIVE MUSIC

Friday 21st April

Disco Dave
9.30 – late

ID will be requested

Live

Linda Muirhead

Saturday 22nd April

From 9.30pm
1

Jessie

Garron

Live at

The McLaren

Brodick

Friday 28th April

9pm

Over 18's only

Back by popular

demand

1
1

L o r e n z o ‘ s

B i s t r o

at The McLaren Hotel

Brodick

NEW MENU

Fish and Steaks

Food served all day

Last  food orders Fri & Sat 9.45pm

Weekdays 8.45pm

Bookings not required

S u n d a y  A p r i l  3 0 t h

C a t s  P r o t e c t i o n

p r e s e n t  a

LUNCHTIME CONCERT

IN BRODICK HALL

featuring Arran Brass  11.30am - 2pm

Soup Sandwiches Delicious Desserts on sale

Home Baking   Plant Sales  Craft Stalls etc

Please come and join us to help support the

Arran Branch of Cats Protection

BRODICK CASTLE, GARDEN

& COUNTRY PARK

Sat 29th April

Letter Carving Workshop with Tim Pomeroy

10am-4pm £25 Booking essential

Mon 1st May

Spring Walk 10-11.30am Free with entrance

Thurs 4th May

Dusk Walk 9-10.30pm £2 adults £1 children

Fri 5th-Sat 6th May

Stone Carving Workshop with Tim Pomeroy

10am-4pm £50 Booking essential

Sat 6th May

Rhododendron Open Day 11am-4pm

Free with entrance

Sat 6th May

Spring Birds Workshop with John Rhead

9.30am-4.30pm £20 booking essential  

Guided Garden Walk every Tues 2pm, adults £2.00,

meet at Reception Centre
1
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Eye opener for Arran tourism businesses

Murray Tosh MSP West of Scotland has made a flying visit to the Island. He was accompanied by local North

Ayrshire Councillor Margie Currie and held a surgery and a had number of meetings including one with Ken

Thorburn, National Trust for Scotland curator at Brodick Castle.  Our picture shows Murray Tosh on the right with

Councillor Currie and Richard and Elisabeth Roberts, proprietors of the Isle of Arran Brewery.  b16mur1

Brewery visit for MSP

There was a rare chance to have
a behind the scenes look at Ar-
ran Aromatics factory at Cla-
dach last month.

 Staff members of tourist-re-
lated businesses were shown
round the company’s Home
Farm premises in Brodick.

And now the company are
looking into the possibility of
having more open days for the
general public.

Arran Aromatics  managing
director Alastair Rennick told
the Banner:

 ‘We are thinking about hav-
ing open days for tourists and
the general public to look round
our premises this coming sea-
son.’

Run in conjunction with the Is-
land Cheese Company and Ar-
ran Heritage Museum who also
opened their doors, the event
proved to be a big success.

Managing director of the Is-
land Cheese Company Gordon
Kinniburgh told the Banner:
‘The whole idea behind this
event was to inform people who
work in places such as hotels
what we do and in turn they can

Production manager Terry Southall discusses the process involved in making products to an attentive audience.

b15arr1

pass the information onto their
customers.

‘It was a successful day.’
Hazel Robertson who man-

ages the Arran Aromatics gift
shop at the Home Farm said, ‘It
went well. It was amazing for
people to find out just how
much we can produce in one
day.’

Three groups of 20 people
were taken round Arran Aromat-
ics by production manager
Terry Southall who has worked
at the factory for eight years.

Alastair said: ‘The idea was to
try and raise awareness of what we
do.

‘A lot of people come into our
shop but have no idea what goes
on behind the scenes.

‘The day was extremely good and
we received lots of positive feed-
back and a few new customers.’

The groups were shown the vari-
ous toiletries and candle produc-
tion areas and left armed with a
goody bag.

Terry concluded: ‘A lot of effort
goes into making our products and
we hope that everyone will enjoy
them.’

ALL CUSTOMERS PLEASE NOTETHAT WE WILL BE

OPERATING THE HELICOPTER SHORTLY.

We are in the process of changing Helicopter type and business structure.

Unfortunately the process is taking longer than anticipated.

Thank you for your patience.

Neil, Tim & Kevin

DANCING - ENTERTAINMENT - PRIZES - RAFFLES

WEE SUPPER

FAMILY CEILIDH

CORRIE HALL

Saturday 22nd April - 8p.m.

MC Stuart Gough and local star artistes!

In support of Fraser's project for AIDS orphans in Swaziland.

Entry at door - Adults £5; accompanied children free

Arran Horticultural Society

Garden Club
Thursday 27th April

Brodick Castle

Ranger Centre

7.30pm

"Plants in Thailand" A talk

with slides by Neil McLean

Refreshments. Raffle.

Library. Question Time.

Everybody most welcome

Coming Soon

Spring Fair

Bar-b-que

Saturday 6th May 2006

12pm - 2pm

Corrie Primary School

Bar-B-Que   Fun & Games

Cream Teas   Home Baking

And lots lots more
Lots of fun for everyone

Please bring all your friends
1

Red Cross
(Transport & Escort Service)

1

Coffee Morning

Monday 1st May 2006

10.30am - 12 noon

at Grouse Lodge, Dippin

Home Baking, Tombola, Plants, Books
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EVERYDAY

Arran Art Gallery 11am - 5pm
Brodick Castle Gardens & Country Park
11am - 4pm
Arran Heritage Museum, 10.30am - 4.30pm

SATURDAY 22nd April

Arran Art Gallery Whiting Bay 11am-5pm
Gymnastics, Auchrannie Games Hall 10am
Blackwaterfoot Junior Football coaching, 10.30am- noon
Brodick primary school, car boot sale 11am to 3pm
Football coaching, Ormidale park, boys & girls5-15, 10-11.30am
Arran Dancers Brodick Primary School 11am - 4.15pm.
Machrie Table Tennis & Games Club, Machrie Hall, 7.30-9pm
Karate Club Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am & 12.30pm
Over 21’s Disco, Ormidale 9pm
Arran Visual Arts, Kilmory Hall, 10.30 - 5pm
Linda Muirhead Live at the Drift Inn, 9.30pm
Car Boot Sale, Brodick Primary 11am - 3pm

SUNDAY 23rd April

Arran Art Gallery Whiting Bay 11am-5pm
Lochranza Choir, village hall 2.30pm
Open Folk session night, Ormidale, 9pm
Asthma Breathing Workshop, Ormidale, 3pm Alcoholics Anonymous, St
Margarets Church, Whiting Bay, 4.30pm
Family Games Kids & Adults. Auchrannie Games Hall 2 - 3pm

MONDAY 24th April

Arran Art Gallery Whiting Bay 11am-5pm
Shiskine Playgroup, Shiskine Hall, 9.25am to 12.05pm
Senior Fitness, Auchrannie, 9.30am & 1.45pm
Over 50s Badminton, Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm
Football coaching, Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm (8-15yrs)
Circuit Training, Auchrannie Spa, Brodick, 6pm
Badminton, Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Dance, Auchrannie, 6.30-7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing, W. Bay School, 7.30pm
Pilates, Auchrannie 7.30pm
St Brides Ladies meeting, Brodick Church Hall 7.30pm
Citizens Advice open 10am-2pm
Quiz, Cameronia 9.30pm
Weightwise, Hospital bungalow 6.30pm-7pm
Open folk session, Kildonan Hotel, 9pm
Belly Dancing, Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm

TUESDAY 25th April

Arran Art Gallery, Whiting Bay 11am-5pm
Shiskine Brownies, Shiskine primary 6.45-8.15pm
Shiskine Playgroup, Shiskine Hall, 9.25am-12.05pm
Senior Fitness, Auchrannie Spa, 9.30am & 10.45am
Brodick Toddler Group, Church Hall, 10.30am-noon
Lochranza Swimming Club, Kinloch, 11am-noon
Pirmill Guild meeting - village hall 2pm
Legs, Bums & Tums, Auchrannie Spa, 6-6.45pm
Army Cadets, Auchrannie Road, 7.30-9.30pm
Open Darts night, Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot, 8pm
Scottish Country Dancing, Brodick Church Hall,7.30pm
Citizens Advice open 10am -2pm 4 - 6pm by appointment only
Carpet Bowls, Kilmory Hall 2.30pm  and 7pm
Art Group, Kilmory Hall 2 - 4pm
Pop quiz, Ormidale Hotel 10pm
Quiz, Drift Inn, Lamlash 8.30pm
Lochranza & Catacol Coffee morning, hall 10am - 12pm
Alcoholics Anonymous, Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Alcoholics Anonymous ‘drop-in’ Hospital Bungalow 6.30pm - 8pm
Rotary Club 7.15pm Auchrannie Spa
Senior Fitness 9.30am&10.45am, Auchrannie Gym
Guided Castle Garden Walk 2pm. Meet at Shop

WEDNESDAY 26th April

Arran Art Gallery, Whiting Bay 11am-5pm
Advocacy service, drop in session, ACVS office, Lamlash 11am-1pm
Shiskine Playgroup, Shiskine Hall, 9.25am-12.05pm
W Bay Parents & Toddlers,  Church Hall, 10.30am-noon
Coffee morning, Lamlash Church Hall, 1030am-noon. All welcome.
Circuit Training, Auchrannie Gym, Brodick, 6-7.15pm
Mixed Indoor Hockey, Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7-8pm
Arran Runners, meet NTS Castle Car Park, 7.15pm
Life drawing workshop, Ranger Centre, Brodick Castle, 7-9pm
Gymnastics,  Auchrannie 6pm & 7.30pm
Youth Club, youth centre Lamlash 7-9pm
Aerobics class, High School 8pm - 9pm
Sound of Music rehearsal, Brodick hall 7.30pm
Jnr Rugby Training, S1-U18s, Ormidale Park, 7pm
Shiskine Beavers, Shiskine Hall 6pm-7.15pm
Aquafizz, Auchrannie Hotel, 9.45am
Hockey, Auchrannie Hall, 7pm

THURSDAY 27th April

Arran Art Gallery, Whiting Bay 11am-5pm
Shiskine Playgroup, Shiskine Hall, 9.25am-12.05pm

Senior Fitness, Auchrannie Spa, 9.30am & 10.45am
Brodick Toddler Group, Church Hall, 10.30am
Spinning and Weaving, Brodick Museum 11am-4pm
Pilates, Auchrannie Studio, 6pm
General Knowledge Quiz, Ormidale, Brodick, 10pm
Pub Quiz, Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot, 9pm
Spinning Demonstration Whiting Bay Hall 11am-2pm
Gymnastics,  Auchrannie 1pm pre-school
Rock School, youth centre Lamlash 7-9pm
Brodick Embroidery Group, Brodick library, 7.30-9.30pm
Lamlash Beavers 6-7pm Cubs 6.15 -8pm, Scouts 7.30 - 9pm
Brodick Bridge Club, McLaren Hotel 7.15pm
Coffee Morning St Molios church, Shiskine 10.30 - noon
Citizens Advice open 10am -2pm
Badminton, Kilmory Hall, Juniors 6.30 - 7.30pm Adults 7.30 - 9pm
Arran Junior Singers choir practice, W/Bay school 6.45pm
Sound of Music rehearsal Brodick hall 7.30pm
Lochranza Craft Club, Hall 2pm
Bar Eden Open Folk Session 9pm
Senior Fitness, Auchrannie Gym, 9.30am & 1.45pm
Gymnastics, Auchrannie Hall 1pm
Only abs, Auchrannie Studio, 5.30pm
Outdoor run, Auchrannie, 6pm
Garden Club, Ranger Centre,7.30pm
Arran Football Assoc. AGM, Ormidale, 8pm
Auction, Lamlash Church Hall, 7.30pm

FRIDAY 28th April

Arran Art Gallery, Whiting Bay 11am-5pm
Shiskine Toddlers, Shiskine Hall, 10am-noon
Arran Pipe Band practice, Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Quiz night, Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9.00pm
Citizens Advice open 10am - 2pm
Lochranza & Catacol coffee morning 10am - 12pm
Asthma breathing workshop. Ormidale Hotel. Kids 4pm, Adults 7pm
Whiting Bay Golf Club Quiz nights   9pm
Over 21’s Disco, Ormidale 9pm
Aquafizz, Auchrannie Pool, 9.45am
Water Polo, Auchrannie Pool, 7.30pm
Lamlash Moorings Assoc.AGM, Lamlash Golf Club, 8pm
Jessie Garron Live at the McLaren 9pm

SATURDAY  29th April (non regulars)

Ayrshire Fiddle Orchestra, Fiddlers Fling, Whiting Bay Hall, 7.30pm
Letter carving workshop,Brodick Castle,10am
Lamlash Bowling Club, Opening Day, 2pm
Brodick Bowling Club, Opening Day, 2pm
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LAMLASH

MOORINGS

ASSOCIATION

Annual

General

Meeting

Friday 28 April

at 8 p.m.

Lamlash Golf Club

Monday - Thursday 9am - 5pm; Friday 12-7.30pm
Good communication skills • People friendly • Car owner

Flexible team player • Computer literate.

Call or email Marie Park for Job Description & send us your c.v.
Marie:01770 303111 Marie@arran-hideaways.co.uk

Arran HideAways, The HideAway, Brodick Isle of Arran KA27 8AJ

FULL TIME HOLIDAY SALES

CONSULTANT

Required for our
Brodick office

WE ARE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
EMPLOYER, SO PLEASE INFORM US 
OF ANY SPECIAL NEEDS THAT 
YOU MAY HAVE

PROPERTY SERVICES

Part Time Catering Manager
£5.9137 per hour (Pro rata to hours worked annually)
17.5 hours per week
Kilmory Primary School
You will provide a quality catering service within this location. Good 
communication, numeracy and literacy skills, the ability to motivate, 
demonstrate leadership and have flair and imagination to promote the 
business are essential.  A recognised catering qualification or similar 
experience and REHIS Elementary are also essential as is the availability 
to work additional hours. REHIS Intermediate, supervisory experience, 
presentation and training skills, knowledge of healthy eating and Health and 
Safety are desirable, as is a current driving licence.
The grade and salary of this post will be subject to job evaluation when the 
scheme is introduced within the Council. Ref: 45/1290/AB

The successful candidate will be subject to vetting by Disclosure 
Scotland. This is a childcare position under the Protection of Children 
(Scotland) Act 2003, which makes it an offence to apply if the 
applicant is on the Disqualified from Working with Children List.

Application forms and recruitment packs are available on the Council’s 

Corporate Website (www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/jobs) 
or by telephoning (01294) 324773 (24 hours answering service).

Completed application forms must be submitted by 
close of business on 5 May 2006.

Homestyles
Brodick

Jake and Aileen are looking for a

part-time  member of staff,

three days per week

If you feel you would be a suitable candidate

please submit written details

All applications will be treated as confidential

Dunmaghlas

Pirnmill

CLEANER/LAUNDRY/

CHANGEOVER

PERSON

required for Saturdays

Seasonal

Good rate of pay

Telephone 01697746510

or 07889920762

ISLE OF ARRAN

DISTILLERY

WWWWWaitingaitingaitingaitingaiting

StaffStaffStaffStaffStaff

required for

Eagles Nest

Restaurant

Part-time and

all students

Apply to Robin Bell on

830264

Ian Snodgrass
Chief Executive 
Cunninghame House 
IRVINE KA12 8EE

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the applications listed below together with the 
plans and other documents submitted with them may be examined at Legal and 
Protective Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine* between the hours of 9.00am and 
4.45pm on weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) excepting Saturdays and Public Holidays.

Written representations may be made to the Assistant Chief Executive (Legal and 
Protective Services) at the address below within the specified time from the date of 
publication of this notice. Any representations received will be open to public view.

*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT 
CONTRARY TO DEVELOPMENT PLANS) (SCOTLAND) 

DIRECTION 1996
Applications for planning permission which comprise departures or potential 
departures from the adopted/approved development plans listed below the 
application details. Written comments to be made within 21 days.

Application No: N/06/00317/OPP Address: Site To North East Of Grouse Lodge, 
Dippen, Brodick, Isle Of Arran Proposed Development: Erection of 
detached dwelling house Ayrshire Structure Plan Policy(s):-
Isle of Arran Local Plan Policy(s) :- ENV 1

Blackwaterfoot

Harbour

Association

EGM
Kinloch Hotel

7pm
Tuesday May 2nd

Arran

Football

Association

AGM

Ormidale Hotel

8pm

27 April 2006

Joyce

at

Auchrannie Salon

Due to unforeseen

circumstances, I have retired

a little earlier than planned,

and regrettably any

appointments with me from

now on should be deemed

cancelled.

I would like to thank all my

wonderful clients for their

loyalty, friendship and

concern  – I will miss each

and every one of you so

much.

I would also like to thank

Ian, Linda, Richard and Kate

for their support, and for

affording me such a happy

and successful working

relationship during my 15

years at Auchrannie.

If there are any queries

about this notice I can be

reached at ‘Hawthorn Bank’

or 302468
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Buyers should note where standardised silhouettes are used they do not accurately represent the vehicle being sold

Sell your car or boat

for as little as £20 inc. VAT

Contact Fiona on

01770 302142

THIS SPACE COULD

BE YOURS

THIS SPACE COULD

BE YOURS

05 plate

Learner legal

Telephone

01770

870279

125 TRAIL BIKE

£1150 o.n.o. 2

Includes cowlings,

data tag, Scott oiler

and street bars,

Telephone

07901

843829

TRIUMPH SPEED 4 600CC

£2300

K reg. Silver, Tax and

MOT, full leather

interior.

17" alloys

Telephone

07776

082752

BMW 318 IS COUPE

£999 o.n.o. but no sensible offer refused

R Reg, Excellent

condition T Belt and

Cat Convertor

recently fitted.

MOT 02/07

Tax 30/04

Telephone

01770

600342

FORD MONDEO GLX

£800

R Reg 1998 46,000

Mot'd, Jan 07 P.A.S.

Remote Alarm,

Central Locking,

Sunroof, Electric

windows

Telephone

07833

555987

VAUXHALL FRONTERA SPORT

£2995

Soft Top 2.5L, 1989.

Taxed and Mot,

Good reliable off

roader. Good fun on

beach

Telephone

01770 600810

07979 416372

WRANGLER JEEP

£1100 o.n.o.

2.5 turbo diesel.

H Reg, blue

Long tax and MOT

No sensible

offer refused

Telephone

07776

082752

TOYOTA LANDCRUISER S.W.B

£1300 o.n.o.

1997, excellent

condition, MOT till

February 07, taxed

Telephone

01546 600205

07917 888144

VAUXHALL VECTRA 2.5 V6 SRI

£1200 o.n.o.

by Miller's of St Monance, Kelvin Diesel,

low hours, two berth cabin,

all in lovely condition

£12,500

full details

01546 602721

24FT VERY HEAVILY

BUILT MOTOR BOAT

Complete with Tomatso 6hp Outboard

(only used twice), Oars, Mast/Sail and

trailer, In all round good condition

£2100 ono

Tel - 01369 820350 Work

Tel - 01369 820122 home

Mobile - 07717 535725

17FT ORKNEY STYLE

BOAT

3 berths, 25½ feet, Carvel - Mahogany on Oak

Volvo Penta Diesel Inboard, Lying Ardrishaig

Offers over £3,700

Telephone 01546 606689

 07799 158633

FOLK BOAT

LONG KEEL SLOOP

2

40hp Johnson Engine,

Full inventory including radar, vhf,

fishfinder, super roller

coaster trailer, good condition.

£10,500

Telephone

01770 830277

HARDY PILOT 20'

3 BERTH FAMILY CRUISER

2

RRP £7,200 Our Price £5900

Available with outboard and trailer.

Ardfern Yacht Centre, Ardfern, Lochgilphead

Telephone

01852 500247

ZODIAC PRO

12 MAN 5.2 METRE RIB

T

OYSTER 16FT

Suzuki 9HP,  Forward Cuddy,

plus Trailer. Boat in good condition

£1600 ono

Telephone

01586 554754 or 01586 553735

WANTED

ALUMINIUM

SHIPS LIFEBOAT

ANY CONDITION CONSIDERED

Telephone

07766 023038

CREEL BOAT

Clinker built, Larch on Oak. 20ft.x 7.6ft x 3ft.

shellfish Int. licence. Lister ST W2 engine,

Spencer Carter hauler. Usual equipment in

wheelhouse. Reasonable offers accepted

Telephone

01879 220 555/559

WANTED

WITH BONWITCO 449

in good condition

Telephone

01681 704201

07876 225337

with Yanmar 2GM (13HP) inboard. Good

conditon, painted and ready for season.

with bilge pumps, anchor, lifejackets

fenders and extras. Lying Oban.

£2900

Telephone for more details or photos.

01631 567180 or  07900 954312

DELL QUAY 18'

OPEN BOAT

Reduced to £18,000

Fitted with Evinrude 135hp outboard and on

galvanised Roller Coaster trailer. All unused.

see www.nordkapp-boats.no

Ardfern Yacht Centre, Ardfern, Lochgilphead

Telephone

01852 500247

NORDKAPP

ENDURO 600

T
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Rural federation in Kilmory Hall

Thirty six mainland rural federation delegates and representatives of local institutes gathered in Kilmory Hall for

the annual south west Scotland area meeting.  b16fed1

On Friday 7 April, the Isle of Ar-
ran SWRI Federation hosted the
annual South West Scotland
meeting in the beautifully refur-
bished Kilmory Hall.

This was an opportunity for
members to come together to dis-
cuss and exchange views on a
wide range of WRI related issues,

and 36 delegates made the jour-
ney to Arran on an unseasonably
stormy day.

Honorary President, the Lady
Jean Fforde, and president Eliza-
beth Dale welcomed the del-
egates at Brodick, and accompa-
nied them to Kilmory.

The catering and floral decora-

tions were shared by the Arran
Institutes facilitated with special
arrangements by the Kilmory In-
stitute.

Thanks for all their efforts, cou-
pled with thanks to the ladies
from ‘overseas’ for their attend-
ance were expressed by president
Elizabeth Dale at the close of a

most successful and enjoyable
meeting.

The Arran Federation took this
opportunity to promote ‘A Taste
of Arran’, and in this regard
thanks are due to Arran Dairies,
James of Arran, Arran Aromatics
and Marine Harvest for much val-
ued donations of local produce.

Three Arran High School stu-
dents represented the Island at
the annual Scottish Youth
Speaks final competition at Cal-
edonian University on Tuesday
21 March.

They competed against
Craigholme School from
Pollockshields and Lomond
School from Helensborough.

 Arran High had presented
three teams to compete in the
local heat, which took place on
7 March. The winners, the 4th
year team, encouraged by Lor-
raine McLean their English
teacher, represented Arran at the
next heat in Irvine where again
they came first, beating Marr
College in the process.

So Kelly Donnelly, Calum
Johnston and Jessica Gillson,
together with Mrs MacLean, an
assistant, four rotarians, two
family supporters, and a 4th
year journalist in tow arrived in
Glasgow for the final in District
1230.

The District Governor, Jim
Copland of East Kilbride,
Kittoch opened the proceedings,
and an audience of some 50
people settled down to hear
Youth Speaks. All the teams
were given an equal amount of
support and encouragement by
those present.

The rules this year had been
changed, and the revised format
of the competition was to in-
clude one searching question
from someone in the audience,
primed beforehand, for the main
speaker to answer, without fore-
knowledge of the question.

Craigholme were the first to
present their topic ‘Single Sex
Schools’, giving them plenty of
ammunition for poking fun at
the gentlemen in the audience.

Arran High School were next.
Kelly ably presented the team

and their topic - Gossip! Calum
spoke with great aplomb, and
raised many laughs from the
audience. The vote of thanks
from Jessica was delightful, es-
pecially when she concluded,
‘go and enjoy a bit of gossip!’

 The question from the floor
was, ‘Is there a gender issue in
gossip.’ It seems that the female
is more prone to gossip than the
male.

The immediate response from
Calum was: ‘It would depend on
who is gossiping to whom.’ And
he went on to deliver a first rate
response.

 Kelly, the chairperson, then
very deftly rescued her team
from a slightly embarrassing
situation. They had unintention-
ally departed from the stage
whilst she was still speaking.

Lomond School also presented
their topic well, although it was
more serious than the other two.
‘Art is a necessity, not a luxury’.

Now it was time for the judges
to conclude and report their de-
cision. It was good to see the
teams getting together in friend-
ship now that the competition
was over. All recognised and re-
spected each others talents.

The audience was told that
there was only a whisker be-
tween the teams but there had
to be a winner, and that was
Craigholme School.

After a few words of advice
from Jim McMillan, certificates
and pennants were handed out
by the District Governor.

There is no doubt that this type
of competition is of value,
breeding confidence in the par-
ticipant. The improvement of
their presentation over a short
period of two weeks was re-
markable.

 Here’s to 2007.
Moira Starks

High School
beaten by a
whisker

After an enforced break last year,
Lochranza Choir returns to the
platform in the Village Hall on
Sunday 7 May.

As usual there will be an enter-
taining mixture of choral items,
soloists from the choir and con-
tributions from special guest,
trombonist Daniel Richards

 The choir was founded in early
2001 in response to a fairly

Lochranza choir back on the boards

widely expressed desire for such
a facility in the area.

Eighteen folk turned up for the
first rehearsal in the old Village
Hall on Sunday 4 February, many
unfamiliar with the problems of
reading music let alone choral
singing. At the time the new hall
was nearing completion with a

Gala opening scheduled for Sat-
urday 7 April.

An invitation to perform was
extended to the choir and this was
accepted with some understand-
able trepidation.

However, all went well on the
day, especially the performance
of Land of Light by William

Jackson, which had recently won
a Herald newspaper sponsored
competition for a new Scottish
Anthem.

 Since that first appearance the
choir has gradually increased in
size and has given concerts at
Christmas or Easter, all well at-
tended by audiences drawn from all
over the Island. Further details of
the concert will be advertised next
week.

Special guest, trombonist Daniel Richards

Miller Stewart
Solicitors and Estate Agents
Arran’s local Estate Agents and Solicitors

Free Pre -Sales Estate Agency Valuations
Our Office in Brodick is the gateway to selling your Property, to a world wide market, with over

66,000 copies of GSPC distributed each week, GSPC Web Site has over 10,000 hits per Day

Call Miller Stewart Estate Agents for a free market Valuation of your Property

Telephone 01770 302139   Fax 017702145
E-mail: arranproperty@btconnect.com

The Shore, Shore Road, Lamlash

A detached Scandinavian style coastal house in a prominent

location with outstanding views to the Holy Isle and the Ayrshire

Coast, currently run as a B&B.

Ground floor: Entrance porch, hall, 2 double bedrooms

en-suite, third bedroom with separate shower room.

First floor: Living room, kitchen/dining room, double bedroom, family

bathroom.

Contact

  0141 225 3880

Offers over £299,000

glasgow@struttandparker.co.uk

BRAND NEW
HOLIDAY
HOUSE IN
BRODICK

Sleeps two
Beautiful home with

stunning views
All dates available

Telephone

303710
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HAIRDRESSING

CLEANING SERVICES PLASTERERSTAXIS

DECORATORS

JOINERS

PRIVATE HIRE

GARDENING

COURIER SERVICE

IRONWORKS

PRINTERS AND STATIONERY

SURVEYING

WWWWWANTEDANTEDANTEDANTEDANTED

UNDER £30UNDER £30UNDER £30UNDER £30UNDER £30

FURNITURE

3 mirror, 4ft long dressing table
in light wood. £15. Tel 600722
after 5pm

SCHREIBER bed side cabinet
£10  Tel 302148

LIGHTING

Small Wrought Iron standard
Lamp and matching table lamp.
Also wrought iron candle hold-
ers£30 Tel 810215

PLANTS

Cheese plant approx 7’6” £30 Tel
810215

CARS

Citreon ZX Aura Estate TD, M
Reg MOT end Aug, Tax end April
06, v g runner, £350 ono. Tel
302680 day, 302650 evening

BICYCLES

Quality Adult Cycle. Please leave
details on 700666 and we will re-
turn your call.

FURNITURE

Bed settee in good condition. Tel
700448

LIVESTOCK

Donkey for Sale. Tel
07780838332

BICYCLES

2 boys bikes Suit 8 - 10 years £25
each. Also gents bike, some gears
need attention £15. Tel 600952

IAN

McCALLUM

TAXIS

700417

CLARKS COURIER

SERVICE

Motorcycle Delivery Service

Deliveries or collection

on or off island

A fast & efficient way to get

small packages delivered fast

Phone: 01770860279

C.C.S.

Mobile: 07900901325

E-mail:

clarkcouriers@tiscali.co.uk

Brian Clark.  Member of

R.D.A. 1

The Brae SalonThe Brae SalonThe Brae SalonThe Brae SalonThe Brae Salon
(Est 1980)

Blackwaterfoot

Tel: 01770 860456

Open Friday, Saturday and Tuesday

10am - 5pm

Professional hairdressing for

ladies, gents and children.

• Wedding services •

• Freelance available •

• Gift Vouchers •

Richard Walkinshaw
Landscaping and

Garden Maintenance
grass/hedge cutting

stone walls and

landscaping

Experienced and

professional service

at affordable prices

Tel 01770 860251 or

mob. 07736118872

Hendry

Hire

Bookings to and

from the ferries.

Tours and Functions

Tel 302274

Stevie’s Decor

Painting and

Decorating

Interior and Exterior

Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall

01770 600168

Mobile 07901592922

A R R A N

Cleaning

Services

• Window Cleaning
• Carpet and Upholstery
• Pressure Washing
• Gutter Cleaning etc.

Tel 01770 303555

Mob 07050 064656

Gates, Railings,
Balconies, Grills

& Steel Fabrication

Dave Nelson
Whiting Bay
Tel 700 551

Free Estimates

To advertise in

ARRAN BUSINESS

SERVICES

Telephone:

01770 302142

Iain

Murchie

Plastering

Taping and Coving

Roughcasting and

 Cement work

Slating and Roof

work

Floor and Wall

Tiling

01770 600331

Iain

Murchie

Plastering

Taping and Coving

Roughcasting and

 Cement work

Slating and Roof

work

Floor and Wall

Tiling

01770 600331
1

SIMON J HORNE (B.A. Hons)

Design & Engineering

Creative and bespoke forged
metalwork inc gates,

balconies etc
using traditional techniques.
Mechanical design solutions.
Decorative and mechanical

restorations.
• Classic wedding car hire •

Tel/fax 850 516
Mobile 07836 743944
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CHURCH NEWS

Saturday, April 22

Windy with outbreaks of rain, becoming persistent

later.  Max 13ºC.

Sunday, April 23

Brighter day with a fair amount of sunshine, though some

showers likely throught the day

Temperatures around 14ºC.

Monday and Tuesday

A wet and windy few days ahead.  Temperature above

normal.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States

Ardrossan/ Brodick - Moderate

Claonaig/ Lochranza - Moderate

Tide tables for Lamlash during the week from
Saturday, April  15  2006

are listed below with differences
for major ports listed beneath.

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Date am pm
Sat 01.11   2.8 06.33 0.3 13.08     3.0 18.42  0.3
Sun 01.34 2.9  07.04    0.3     13.42     3.0 19.15 0.3
Mon 02.02 3.0 07.39 0.3 14.16     3.0 19.53   0.3
Tues 02.31 3.0 08.18 0.3 14.52     2.9 20.36  0.5
Wed 03.02 2.9 09.04 0.5 15.31     2.8 21.24  0.7
Thur 03.37 2.8 10.01 0.6 16.17     2.6 22.20  0.9
Fri 04.22 2.6 11.07 0.7 17.21     2.4 23.26  1.0

Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Lamlash)

Tides

Tide tables for Lamlash during the week from
Saturday, April  22  2006

are listed below with differences
for major ports listed beneath.

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Date am pm
Sat 05.42     2.5 12.32 0.7 19.01   2.4 **.**  *.*
Sun 00.50 1.0  07.05      2.5       13.56     0.5        20.41  2.5
Mon 02.13 0.9 09.08 2.8 14.59     0.2 21.51    2.7
Tues 03.19 0.7 10.07 3.0 15.50     0.0 22.44  2.9
Wed 04.10 0.4 10.58 3.2 16.37    -0.1 23.30  3.0
Thur 04.56 0.2 11.47 3.3 17.21    -0.1 **.**  *.*
Fri 00.11 3.1 05.39 0.1 12.30     3.4 18.04  0.0

Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Lamlash)

Blackwaterfoot +0.25

Corrie +0.20

Whiting Bay -0.02

Kildonan -0.05

Machrie +0.25

Lochranza +0.15

Brodick Bay +0.25

BIRTH DEATHBIRTH

Lamlash Church

You are invited to worship in
Lamlash Church at 11.45am

Sunday 23 April
Service by

Rev Kenneth Fisher.
All welcome.

Church of Scotland

The parish of North Arran:
Brodick, Corrie, Lochranza,

Pirnmill and Shiskine
Independent but working

together
Sunday 23 April

Worship will be conducted in
the above churches at the

following times.
All welcome

Brodick Church 10.30am Mrs
Jean Hunter

Corrie Church noon
Mrs Jean Hunter

Lochranza Church 9.30am
Revd Angus Adamson

Pirnmill Church 10.45am
Revd Angus Adamson

Shiskine Church noon Revd
Angus Adamson

Whiting Bay and

Kildonan Church

Sunday 23 April
Worship will be conducted by
the minister, Rev Elizabeth

Watson, at 10.30am. All most
welcome. Tea and coffee will be
served in the transept after the

service.
The Young People’s Group

will meet in the Manse at 7pm
and it is for all those in S2 and

older.
All most welcome.

Arran Open Gate

Church (Pentecos-

tal, linked with

New Life Church

Prestwick)

We are a small group of
people meeting in a warm,

friendly environment, enjoying
lively and meaningful worship

in God’s presence. New to
Arran, or just curious you are

most welcome.
Telephone: 700424

Kilmory Church

‘A faith to proclaim,
a fellowship to share’.

Sunday 23 April
10am.

Visitors especially invited.
Rev John Webster, locum.

Holy Cross Catholic

Church

Sunday  morning mass 11am.

Scottish Episcopal

Church (in full

communion with

the Church of Eng-

land)

Sunday 23 April: Holy
Communion, 11.00 am.
Rev Canon Roy Ferguson

Flatt, Lochgilphead.
Coffee after service.

Wednesday 26 April: 12.00
noon, Holy Communion.

All Welcome

Arran Baptist

Church

Sunday 23rd April, 11am
in the Free Church building,

Brodick
(beside the Post Office)

David Christison
'Back to Fishing'

John 21: 1-14
Everyone warmly invited

Arran Free Church

of Scotland (con-

tinuing)

Sunday 23 April
 Trust housing lounge,

Brodick, 11am.
Evening service 7pm.

Mr G Furzer. All welcome.

Arran Free Church

of Scotland

Sunday 23 April
Shiskine 11am.
Guest Service

Reverend David Karoon.
All welcome.

Married at Auchrannie Country House Hotel on

Wednesday 29 March were Pauline Marwick and

Anthony Garnett, both of Ayr.  b16wed1

13

13

15

15

15

Ayr couple choose

Arran wedding

GIRBOW
Elizabeth and Lee are
delighted to announce the
birth of Emma Jane on
March 29, 2006, at
Ayrshire Central Hospital;
first grandchild for Sue
and Steve and Millar and
Hillary.

NINA and
RODERICK

are delighted to
announce the safe

arrival of their first
grandchild, Lauren
Louise Smyth, at

Laggan Valley
Hospital, Northern
Ireland, on April

18, 2006

L’OSTE-BROWN – Peacefully,
at Cooriedoon Nursing Home on
Saturday, April 15, 2006, Tony,
aged 77 years, beloved husband
of the late Vera and father of
David and Robin. Funeral service
on Tuesday, April 25, in
Lochranza Church at 12 noon, to
which all relatives and friends are
respectfully invited, followed by
light refreshments. Flowers
welcome, donations to RNLI
preferred.
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Whiting Bay

Golf Club

Sunday 16 April. 19 played in
the Cooper Angus competi-
tion in excellent conditions.

The winner was Keith Kelsall
with 40 points, second was
Malcolm Pennycott with 37
points, and beaten on the better
inward half was Nicol Auld also
with 37 points.

Nicol won scratch with 64, and
there were magic twos for Keith
and Malcolm.

Many thanks once again to Jim
Meehan for supporting the com-
petition and supplying the prizes
and refreshments.

Fixtures
Wednesday 26 April Summer
Trophy. Sunday 23rd- Hunter
Buidael, (Wrinklies V Juveniles)
Draw at 11.00.

Juniors
Seven juniors played in the
Easter medal.

1st Nicky Emsley (21)64,
2nd Grant  McKechnie
(34)66, and 3rd Sandy Kelso
(25)67.

SWRI Golf

The SWRI Greensome will be

Golf...Golf...Golf...Golf...Golf...

held in Lamlash on Monday
19 June at 5.45pm.
If  you would l ike to  play,
p lease  phone  Caro le  on
860530.

Corrie Golf

Club

Results: Millenium cup played 15
April, 27 played.

Ladies: L McVicar 90-27=63, 2
M Hunter 98-34=64, 3 E
Buchanan 79-13=66

Gents: D Wilkinson 75-16=59,
2 T Cotton 76-16=60, 3 M Elliott
77-15=62

Congratulations to the new cap-
tain and winner of millenium cup,
Mr D Wilkinson.

Fixtures
Saturday 22 April, sweep

(gents) tee off 9.30am and 1pm

Shiskine Golf

Club

Gents competition, D Ferguson,
Wednesday 12 April, CSS42, 14
played

First class: 1 H Bannatyne 43-
3=40, 2 B Sherwood 49-5=44
bih, 3 Jamie Stewart 46-2=44 bih.
Scratch H Bannatyne 43.

Second class:  1 L Cawley 50-

8=42, 2 G Martlew 55-9=46, 3
Wm Robertson 62-14=48 (bih).
Magic Twos D Kelso, H Ban-
natyne.

Grouse foursomes competition
played Sunday 16 April, 5 played.

1 A Kerr & G Stewart 78-
8.5=69.5, 2 W Kelso & J
Faulkner 76-6=70, 3 B Kelso v A
Bannatyne 85-14.5=70.5. Scratch
W Kelso &  J Faulkner.

Brodick Golf

Club

Summer cup played Wednesday
12 April, CSS 64-65.

First David Russell 18 59, Sec-
ond Greg McCrae 13 65, Third
Harry Davidson 13 65. Scratch
Greg McCrae 68.

There were 10 twos Charles
O’Neill and Ally Hume both get-
ting 2

Belhaven medal Sunday 16
April CSS 65-34 played

1 Kerr Robertson 12 63, 2 Ewan
McKinnon 3 65bih, 3 Robbie
Duncan 10 65.

Scratch Ewan McKinnon 68,
there were 7 twos.

Congratulations to captain Kerr
Robertson winning the Belhaven
Medal and adding his name to the
short list of illustrious previous
winners.

Annual Arran Easter rugby

sevens held over until August

The annual Arran rugby sevens
tournament which is usually held
on Easter weekend has been post-
poned until August.
 This is partly due to damage
caused to the Ormidale Park pitch
playing area by the over-zealous
application of weedkiller to white
line markings.
As reported in the Banner, this
damage has been rectified by self-
help local work parties and the

pitch should be ready for use in a
few weeks.
 It will certainly be fit for the
Brodick Highland Games in early
August.

An attempt was made to change
the venue for the rugby sevens to
Lamlash Recreation field for
Easter weekend, but the field has
been marked out as a running
track for the High School and the
adjacent Community Centre had

already been booked by the Scot-
tish National Blood Transfusion
Service for the annual Arran
blood donor day.

Organisers have now provision-
ally re-arranged the Arran rugby
sevens tournament for Saturday
26 August at Ormidale Park,
Brodick.

The tournament winners last
year were Irvine and in 2004 Ed-
inburgh University.

The Arran team which lost the plate final in 2005   b16rug1

LAST WEEK’S BALL WAS HERE .  .  .

WIN

£650

JACKPOT

I enclose £1 (note) for 10 crosses (tick box) � The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 10,

but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.

No photocopies allowed.        You agree to abide by the rules.

How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Ten crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Crosses must not overlap

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Ball’ Competition, Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ

All you have to do

We have removed the football from

the photograph opposite.  Now

look carefully at the position of the

players and use your skill and

judgement to place a cross at the

exact point where you think the

centre of the ball was.  You may

have a maximum of 10 attempts on

this coupon at a cost of £1.  If you

wish to have more attempts, you

must enter on separate coupons.

The game starts with a jackpot of

£250 and will increase by £50 per

week until it is won outright.

  To win the jackpot, the centre of

your cross must be in the exact

centre of the ball.

Entry will be void if crosses

overlap.  Prizes will be shared

between those submitting correct

entries.

If no correct entry is received, two

‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be

awarded.  When the jackpot is

won, no other prizes will be

awarded that week.

Easy to enter

Cut out your completed coupon

and put your entry plus £1 (note

not coin) per 10 attempts into a

sealed envelope and post it to

reach "Spot the Ball" Competition,

Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of

Arran, KA27 8AJ by 4pm on

Wednesday.

  You may hand it into The Arran

Banner Office in Brodick by the

same time.  Otherwise all entries

must be posted.

Competition Rules

No responsibility will be accepted

for entries which are delayed,

mislaid or lost, and proof of

posting cannot be accepted as

proof of delivery.

The company’s decision will be

final on all matters relating to the

competition and no

correspondence will be entered

into. The final decision rests with

the Company.

In the event of more than one

correct entry, the jackpot will be

shared equally between all

winning entries. Any decision

regarding the awarding of a prize

is entirely at the discretion of the

Company.

The Company reserves the right

to declare the competition null and

void at any time, subject to its

discretion and to make full refund

of the price of the coupon to any

person who has entered the

competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times

Limited, their immediate relatives

and any persons otherwise

connected with the competition

are ineligible to enter.

This week’s two near misses who each receive £25 are: H. Samson, 1/2 45 Main Road,
Glengarnock, Beith, and Colin Pearson, 76 Aitken Road, Hamilton
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Boys ands girls from around Arran were shown how to play ‘the beautiful game’ by two SFA coaches last week. Robert Young and Craig Hamilton

of North Ayrshire Leisure put the island’s young footballers through their paces. There were 31 registered children on the course over three days

from 10-13 April. The youngsters, aged 5-11, learnt basic passing, shooting and dribbling techniques. b16fot01

SFA coaches on Arran

Tuesday 23 May: Lamlash v Whiting Bay: Brodick v Blackwater-
foot. Thursday 25 May: Whiting Bay v Lamlash: Blackwaterfoot v
Whiting Bay. Tuesday 30 May Lamlash v Brodick: Blackwaterfoot
v Whiting Bay. Thursday 1 June: Brodick v Lamlash: Whiting Bay
v Blackwaterfoot. Tuesday 6 June: Whiting Bay v Brodick: Lam-
lash v Blackwaterfoot. Thursday 8 June: Brodick v Whiting Bay:
Blackwaterfoot v Lamlash.

All matches to commence at 7pm
Arran Federation Trophy
Monday 12 June: Ladies singles, Lamlash v Whiting Bay. Brodick

v Blackwaterfoot. Gents singles, Blackwaterfoot v Whiting Bay,
Lamlash v Brodick.

Tuesday 13 June: Pairs: Brodick v Whiting Bay, Lamlash v Black-
waterfoot. Rinks: Whiting Bay v Brodick, Lamlash v Blackwater-
foot

Thursday 15 June: All finals
All matches played at Brodick and commence at 7 p.m.
Please cut out and retain

Outdoor bowling

fixtures list 2006

Brodick Bridge

Results for Thursday 30 March
NS: 1 J Murchie, J Murchie
+2870, 2  H Boyd, L Paul
+2830, 3  D Scobie, D Bruce
+2170

EW: 1 J Beattie, J Beattie -1350,
2 M McGill, M Alexander -2100,
3 A Bilsland, E Duncan  -3130

Results for Thursday 6 April
 NS: 1 A Bilsland, E Duncan

+2040, 2 H Boyd, L Paul +850, 3
I. MacArthur, E McKellar +800

 EW:  1   P Sloan, J Barclay
-510, 2 J McBride, E McConnell
-760, 3 M McGill,  M Alexander
-810

Arran Junior

Football Club

 Monday night coaching sessions
will restart in Brodick on Monday
24 April from 6.00 to 7.30pm.

All boys and girls aged 8 to 16
are welcome. Details of Saturday
sessions will follow shortly.

E-mail all your

sports news

and results to

editorial@

arranbanner.net

or call

01770 302142

Team-building

exercise on

Arran

Business executives from 67
leading companies will be taking
part in the Microsoft UK Chal-
lenge on Arran on Saturday 10
June.

The event will include
kayaking, abseiling, mountain
biking and code breaking.
Spokeswoman Kate Bickford
said: ‘Whilst fitness is an advan-
tage, strategy is of equal impor-
tance.’

The event takes place in Ayr-
shire and Arran over four days
from 7 to 11 June and will involve
125 teams each made up of seven
people.

This is the sixth annual
Microsoft UK Challenge and is
Europe’s largest team-building
exercise which is expected to
raise £500,000 for the NSPCC.

Results for Monday 26 March,
Peggy Currie Cup. The evening
opened with the AGM of the Ar-
ran Bridge Association, followed
by the tournament with 6 teams
of 4 competing.

First: Peggy Currie Cup - J & J
Murchie, P Adamson and A Mur-
chie

Second: Ann Cook Tray,
M.McGill, C Bone, D Scobie and
D Bruce

Following the prizegiving of the
aforementioned trophies the pres-
entation of the Shiskine trophies
was made.

Trophies
 The Donald McNiven Trophy

was won by V Iutz and C
McAlister and the Elizabeth
McConnell Tray (matchpoint
tournament) was won by D
Scobie and D Bruce.

It was a very enjoyable evening
with light refreshments and
stimulating bridge!

Prize giving
The annual dinner and prize giv-
ing was held in the golf clubhouse
on Monday 10 April.

This was the first function to be
catered by their new club master,
Andy Pattison. Twenty members
sat down to a delicious buffet
which was enjoyed by everyone.

As usual bridge was played af-
ter the meal and this was followed
by the prize giving. This season
the winners of the Adam
Morrison Cup were Margaret Al-
exander and Helen Boyd with
124 points while the runners-up,
taking the Millband Plate, were
Jan & John Beattie with 100
points.

Results for Monday 3 April.
N/S: 1 J. & J. Beattie + 60, 2 E.

Paul & M. Cumming - 510, 3 T.
Martin & S. Lawson - 770

E/W: 1 J. McClure & A.
McKelvie + 2030, 2 H. Boyd &
M. Alexander + 1500, 3 V. & M.
Iutz + 770

 Results for Monday 10 April
N/S: 1 J. McClure & A.

McKelvie + 940, 2 J. Beattie &
B. Hendry + 60, 3 J. Barclay & J.
McArthur - 260

E/W:1 E. Paul & M. Cumming
+1590, 2 I. McArthur & E.
McKellar + 610, 3 P. Adamson &
P Sloan + 460.

Bridge will resume on Monday,
2 October.

Lamlash

Bridge

Club

Chartered Surveyors
Surveys · Probate Reports · Letting
Commercial & Residential Sales

Free Pre-Sale Valuation

Robert N. Brass & Associates

Arran Estate Agents

Invercloy House, Brodick
sales@arranproperties.co.uk

 01770 302310/313
 Members of National Assoc of Estate Agents

Residential Letting Management

Self Catering Management

 New B&B Booking Service

Open Seven Days A Week

Always Seeking New Properties

Tel: 08440 504 504

or 01770 302303

Email: holidays@arran-hideaways.co.uk
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