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A Whiting Bay couple are less
than lucky after their insurers
More Than refused to pay for
damage to their shed roof.

Jim and Ingrid Kidston have
been insured with the company
for 49 years and in this  time have
made one claim having never
missed a payment.

Jim said: ‘We are angry by how
we have been treated.’

Their insurers are insisting the
weather on Arran on Saturday 25
February was not bad enough to
have caused damage to their shed
and garage.

The television advertising cam-
paign for the company shows a
dog called Lucky instigating a va-
riety of near misses with prop-
erty and vehicles.

On the night of the incident the
Kidston’s had been at a dinner
dance on the west side of the is-
land and returned home on Sun-
day to find what they described
as ‘devastation’ in their garden.

‘It looked as if a bomb had hit
it,’ said Ingrid.

Their shed roof had been ripped
off and had smashed into their
garage roof, damaging the tiles and
edging. Bits of timber were strewn
across the garden.

Jim said: ‘I was looking forward
to a relaxing afternoon but when I
opened the back door and looked
out into the garden I was devas-
tated by what I saw - it put the
idea of a rest right out of my mind.
It took the rest of the afternoon
for three men to put the roof back
on as a temporary measure to try
and minimise damage to the con-
tents of the shed.’

The couple contacted More
Than on Monday morning to
make their claim and were put

Less than

lucky
through push button options on
the telephone.

Jim continued: ‘We heard re-
corded messages saying if our
claim was fraudulent we would
could face criminal proceedings.

‘I was astounded to be asked if
I had any motoring convictions.’

By Friday the couple had no
word back and contacted the in-
surers to be told they didn’t have
their telephone number to get
back in touch with them.

Now the Kidstons have re-
ceived a letter from a company
claims advisor stating: ‘Your
policy provides cover against a
range of specified events and
these are listed in your policy
booklet. Storm is listed as one of
these events.

‘Having investigated this mat-
ter, records indicate that storm
conditions were not present in
your area at the time of the inci-
dent. We are therefore unable to
make a payment on this occasion.

‘We appreciate we have not
brought you the news that you
had hoped for however, we trust
we have provided you with a full
explanation of our decision.’

Since the incident many resi-
dents in Whiting Bay have con-
tacted the Kidstons and have in-
dicated they are willing to cor-
roborate their story.

Jim added: ‘We can’t help but
feel there is an anti-policy in op-
eration - anti claims, they just
want to turn down your claim as
soon as possible. They appear to
be protecting themselves and not
looking after us as customers.’

Ingrid said: ‘They are certainly
not living up to their advertising
campaign.’

continued on page 2

Destination Arran chairman Alastair Dobson presents Trixie Wallmueller with her

trophy after announcing her as Arran Ambassador of the Year 2005. The function

was held in the Auchrannie on Saturday night to a capacity crowd of 210 guests and

nominees. For the full story on Trixie’s win and photographs from the event see our

feature on pages 10 and 11. b11fnt01
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A television crew from BBC2 has
been filming Arran’s birdlife for a
new documentary series this year.

Former Really Wild Show pre-
senter Chris Packham fronts the
programme which will be called
Nature’s Calendar and will run
for 40 episodes throughout the
year.

Unfortunately Banner readers
will have to wait until late No-
vember/early December to see
Arran on film as it is part of the
10-programme winter season.

Arran will share a 30-minute
episode with the Isle of Wight and
the Isle of Man.

Director Paul Greenan said:
‘We chose to film on Arran be-
cause it is a very accessible loca-
tion in winter.

‘We’ve come here to film
Golden Eagles and some off-shore
birds like Great Northern Divers,
black throated and red-throated.

‘If you get the weather right you
can see them becoming more ac-
tive just before nesting.’

BBC crew: director Paul

Greenan, soundman Mike

Reilly, presenter Chris

Packham and cameraman

Phil Spencer. b11bbc01

BBC

films

Arran’s

birds

Hospital car
park closed
The car park at Arran War Me-
morial Hospital will be closed
when major construction work
begins on Monday.

The work will last for six weeks
and involves improving the car
park’s surface and the standard of
the road leading to the hospital.

When the work is finished there
will be between six and eight ex-
tra spaces in the car park includ-
ing one for the disabled.

In the meantime, visitors and
hospital patients will have to park
in spaces beside the ambulance
bay which will hold space for a
maximum of only 10 cars.

Ambulance driver Neil Gillies
told The Arran Banner: ‘The
parking spaces shouldn’t affect us

because cars will park beside the
ambulance bay rather than in
front of it.

Police Files

A Kilmarnock man has been
charged with an alleged drink-
driving incident in Brodick in the
early hours of Sunday, 12 March.

The 49-year-old was stopped on
the A841 and breathalised.

A report made has gone to the
procurator fiscal in Kilmarnock.
Police on Arran will continue
their crackdown on drink-driving.

Volunteers are needed for a new
befriending scheme launched by
The LINKS Project at Arran
Council for Voluntary Service.

The scheme will involve volun-
teers helping people with long-
term illnesses, disabled people or
elderly residents, whether it be
just popping in for a chat or tak-
ing them out to a social event.

The scheme will be set up vil-
lage by village and the project is
currently recruiting ‘befrienders’
in Lamlash.

All volunteers will be vetted by
Disclosure Scotland.

Sheridan Waldon of LINKS
Project said: Volunteers will be
fully supported and training of-
fered.

‘Expenses will be paid to cover
any costs incurred.’

If you are interested in becom-
ing a befriender and can spare an
hour or two contact Sheridan on
600 909.

Volunteer call

continued from page 1
More Than insists it has carried

out a comprehensive check on the
weather conditions at the time the
roof was blown off.

The company maintains al-
though the winds were strong,
they were not strong enough to
cause structural damage.

A spokesperson for the com-
pany told The Arran Banner: ‘We
are sorry that Mr Kidston is un-
happy of the handling of his re-

cent claim. We have made exten-
sive enquiries with meteorologi-
cal specialists who confirm that
whilst there were strong winds in
the area these were not strong
enough to indicate that a storm
caused the damage to Mr
Kidston’s property.

‘In light of this we are unfortu-
nately unable to assist Mr Kidston
under the terms of his home in-
surance policy.’THE ARRAN

QUAD CENTRE

4 x 4 Quads, Buggies,

Laser Shooting &

Archery

Wednesdays to

Sundays

For Bookings

 Tel: 01770 860526

SALE

- GREAT BARGAINS -

STILL SOME GARMENTS REMAINING
ALL AT HALF PRICE

All Embroidered Leisurewear:
Fleeces, Sweats, Polo Shirts, Rugby Shirts,

Long and Short Sleeved Tee Shirts
Still a good selection of colours and sizes.

Prices start from £4.99
PLUS some great savings on other stock items; including Beer

Chocolates, Sugar Mice, Xmas Mead and Fairy Lights.
While Stocks Last

Open 10.00am - 3.30pm ~ Mon, Weds, Thu, Fri, Sat 
www.arranbrewery.com  ~ FOR MAIL ORDER

Visitor Centre,

Offsales and Shop

Cladach

Telephone 01770 302353

Piano Tuner

Alan Campbell will be

coming to the island

week commencing

Monday 20th March.

If you require a visit, please

call me on 07796312190

Brodick 01770 303746

Mothers Day
Deliveries throughout the Island
National deliveries via Teleflorist

Brodick 01770 303746
OPEN     Mon-Fri 9.30-1700     Sat 9.30-12.30

‘However, some people do park
inconsiderately and I would like
people to remember to leave
enough room for ambulance ve-
hicles at all times, if they are
parking near the hospital.’

Alan Stout, Arran War Memo-
rial Hospital general manager
said: ‘NHS Ayrshire and Arran
apologises for any inconvenience
caused during the upgrade work,
which is necessary to improve the
road and car parking facilities at
Arran War Memorial Hospital for
the benefit of our patients and
visitors.’
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The British Red Cross has
dismissed rumours that its transport
service for Arran patients travelling
to mainland hospitals is soon to be
stopped.

The Isle of Arran Transport and
Escort Service was given three
years’ funding in March last year
from the British Red Cross and
North Ayrshire Council.

The service is for elderly, infirm,
disabled patients and those
recovering from injury or lacking
in confidence. It was thought the

A share of £172,000 is available
to Arran youth groups who can
prove they make a difference in
their community.

North Ayrshire Council’s Local
Action Fund offers youth groups
the chance to apply for funding
towards equipment, running costs
or building and maintenance
work.

The council began seeking ap-
plications after the project’s
launch last Friday and welcome
applications from small local
projects and community groups
which focus on young people.

Grants can be as much as
£26,000 for one group and the
money will be distributed by the
Safer Communities Group of the
Community Planning Partner-
ship. To apply groups must con-
tact Alan Rintoul on 01294
314677 or at arintoul@north-
ayrshire.gov.uk by 3 April.

Youth group cash

End of an era in Shiskine

service had been under-used and
the island was in a ‘use it or lose it
scenario’.

However, Jamie Jamieson,
British Red Cross services manager
for Ayrshire and Arran, denied the
rumours saying the service was
more popular than ever.

He added the island’s 20
volunteers were struggling to meet
demand.

‘We need to recruit more
volunteers on the island because the
service is so popular,’ he said.

The service has branched out to
parts of Ayrshire and serves rural
communities in North Ayrshire.

Contact
This means islanders can be

driven to the ferry terminal at
Brodick and picked up at Ardrossan

if they are travelling to Ayrshire’s
main hospitals.

The British Red Cross has logged
around 850 bookings since the start
of the year.

Volunteers can contact Jamie or
David Garvin on 01292 263 946.

Red Cross denies transport service axe

A popular husband and wife GP
team will retire at the end of this
month, closing the last combined
house and surgery in Ayrshire and
Arran.

Drs Alistair and Libby Grassie
have served the communities of
Shiskine, Lochranza, Kilmory
and Pirnmill for 29 years from
their own home.

The couple took over the
Shiskine surgery from Dr David
Wallace. They will keep their
house but hand over the surgery
to another couple, Drs Greg and
Faye Hamill. An 18-month tran-
sitional period involving all four
doctors ends when the Grassies
retire. Alistair, who is also Depute
Lord Lieutenant for Ayrshire and
Arran, said: ‘The job has been
very good to us and we love the
people here. We don’t really see
them as patients; more as our
friends and neighbours.’

The couple raised three chil-
dren: Angus, George and June in
Shiskine and for the first two
years held their surgery in their
living room.

Libby said: ‘Living in your sur-
gery you had people coming in
and out all the time. When we
started the surgery was in our liv-
ing room and the waiting room
was in the hall. The work was
very hard and we worked around

Doctors Libby and Alistair Grassie will hand over the Shiskine surgery to Dr Greg and

Dr Faye Hamill, who have three children, from left, Megan, Julie and Eilidh. b11doc01

the clock - people would come to
the door at 3 am some nights.

‘We used to have ‘womb to the
tomb’ medicine on Arran but
there are more doctors and better
facilities here now and a lot more
patients go to the mainland.’

Practice manager Heather

Munro told The Arran Banner:
‘The Grassies have not just been
my employers, they’ve been my
best friends.’

Drs Greg and Faye Hamill have
a house in Shiskine and have
three daughters: Megan (4),
Eilidh (3) and Julie (11 months).

The couple will work from a new
surgery in the village set to be
ready near the beginning of next
year.

Libby said: ‘It’s great to see
someone young and enthusiastic
taking over. I hope they have as
much fun as we’ve had.’

from Braehead Farm, Sliddery
Delivered frozen to your door, at a time convenient to you.

No order too small.
For orders or Pricelist contact Braehead Beef & Lamb

870221/348
CLOSED SUNDAYS

ARRAN
REARED BEEF

& LAMB

CHARTERED CERTIFIED ACCOUNTANTS

WAITING TO ASSIST YOU WITH:

• Year End Accounts •Business Start Ups

• Tax & VAT Returns • Business Planning

• Tax Planning & Advice • Cash Flow & Profit Forecasting

•  Monthly Management Accounts • Business Recovery

•  Bookkeeping & Payroll

We charge a fixed fee for all work, agreed in advance.

Telephone 01770 870218   Mobile 07967 274144

Email peakperformanceabs@yahoo.co.uk

PEAK PERFORMANCE

ACCOUNTANCY

3 Tonne and 6 Tonne Excavator Hire with Qualified Operator

ORGANIC SEED POTATOES

NOW IN STOCK

�302272

Gifts, Toys, Books, Ladies, Gents and Children's

Fashions.     Suitcases, Umbrellas, Waterproofs

All Footwear, Bedding and Towels

Handbags, Jewellery, Watches, Crystal, Kilts

and much, much more!

Dry-Cleaning Service: Leaves Monday and Wednesday,

Returns Thursday and Saturday

Retail and

Café Bar

VILLAGE TAXIS

Telephone Ardrossan

01294 602 888

Mob: 07736 50 10 50

Taxi from Ardrossan Harbour
We will meet you at the ferry

Glasgow Airport .. £27.00
City Centre ......... £35.00
Prestwick ............ £22.00
Ayr ..................... £27.00
Ayr Hospital ........ £29.00
Irvine .................. £12.00
Largs ................. £18.00
Crosshouse ........ £18.00
Kilmarnock ......... £20.00
Troon P&O ......... £18.00

Return journeys on request
Punctuality our speciality

Clean and comfortable cars
Six-Seater Now Available

Three-Course

Mother’s Day Lunch

£15 per adult with free glass of wine for mum

Kids £5

Relax after lunch with children’s creche from

2 p.m. until 4 p.m.

Reservations on

01770 860 444
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Six members of Arran’s Coast-
guard team have just passed their
Royal Yachting Association day
skippers ticket making them one
of the most qualified coastguard
teams in the United Kingdom.

This means every member of
the coastguard team now has this
qualification.

This lengthy course lasted six
months over the winter and every
Wednesday night the team were
developing their theory skills of
how to manage a boat at sea.
Their new qualifications are rec-
ognised worldwide.

The crew themselves paid to sit
this non-compulsory course
which was led by Nigel Marshall,
head of North Ayrshire Council’s
outdoor centre on the the island.
He gave up his time and fees to
train the team for which the coast-
guard crew are very grateful.
North Ayrshire Council provided
support by allowing use of the
outdoor centre.

Nigel said: ‘There won’t be
many coastguard crews who have
made the effort to pay for their
own qualifications - it really is
above and beyond what they have
to do.

‘This demonstrates their com-
mitment to the community they
serve.

‘There is a great sense of cama-
raderie and enthusiasm from the
crew; they really are a team to be
proud of.’

None of the crew missed any of
the sessions and managed to find
time to juggle the homework at-
tached  to the course with their
busy lives.

All crew now have the neces-
sary theoretical background in
controlling anything from a yacht

Arran coastguard is top of the class

to a motorboat at sea. This in-
cludes aspects of berthing, sea
navigation, safety and engines.

When the crew are involved in
future maritime incidents they are
now all able to give safety advice
to sea-goers on best practices.
The crew are naturally very
pleased their efforts have paid off.

Deputy Station Officer Billy
Currie said: ‘I’d like to congratu-
late the crew for sitting the course
and passing.’

When one member of the crew
expressed interest in the possibil-
ity of undertaking the course to

Billy earlier last year he set about
finding out who else was inter-
ested and pulled the whole thing
together.

Councillor Peter McNamara,
chair, Educational Services Com-
mittee said: ‘Coastguards provide
a vital service especially on an is-
land like Arran, which attracts
many summer visitors and visit-

ing yachts. Their life-saving role
needs to be reinforced by profes-
sional training in small boat navi-
gation.

‘Nigel Marshall at the council’s
outdoor resource centre was
available to provide this sort of
enthusiastic expert instruction in
his own time so everyone has
benefited - and they now have

certificates to prove it. Congratu-
lations to all those who took part.’

Billy concluded: ‘We would
like to thank Nigel Marshall, RYA
instructor who conducted the
course.’

This new qualification is just
part of Arran Coastguards ongo-
ing commitment to being the best
it can.

Head coastguard David McKinnon receives the skippers day ticket certificate on behalf of Arran Coastguard team.

They are seen with PC Bob McKay. b11skp1

Brodick man back

on the BEEB

Banner readers may be pleased
to hear that the radio programme
called Revolution: From Brodick
to Vladivostock! will be given
another airing on Radio Scotland,
this Sunday 19 March at 11am.

This documentary based on the
First World War diaries of the late
Charlie Hendry of Brodick origi-
nally aired on Boxing Day at
7.30am.

Mr Hendry served in the Royal
Navy on board the battle cruiser
HMS Suffolk.

The programme is presented by
Arran’s former MP Brian Wilson.

Island musical could go far

The team behind a new Arran mu-
sical project has an anxious wait
to find out if they are one step
away from having a professional
production of their musical at
Eden Court Theatre, Inverness.

And next Thursday they will
learn if they will be one of the
five finalists when a television
crew from Endemol Productions
visits the team on Arran and films

them opening an envelope with
the decision inside.

The Arran team have seen off
122 competitors from around the
world including Taiwan and Eu-
rope to be one of the 10 finalists.

The Highland Quest scheme
was co-launched last year by Sir
Cameron Mackintosh, producer
of many famous musicals.

Victoria Stuart, press officer for

Arran Haulage Services LtdArran Haulage Services LtdArran Haulage Services LtdArran Haulage Services LtdArran Haulage Services Ltd

Daily mainland collections
and deliveries

PARCELS

ANIMAL FEED

GAS DEALER FOR THE ISLAND
Propane : Barbecues

Butane : Cookers

GLASGOW DEPOT

Temperature Controlled

Competitive rates

for all building materials –

Home Farm, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8DD
Tel: 01770 302777       Fax: 01770 302500

MBS
BUILDING and

TIMBER

SUPPLIES

Whiting Bay

700202

TIMBER

Dressed & Off Sawn
Ply, MDF, Sterling,

Flooring, Mouldings
Skirtings, Picture Rails

Plasterboard

PLUMBING

All Rainwater Goods
Yorkshire Fittings,

Pushfit 4” Soil Fittings,
Pipes

Drainage Channels

ELECTRICAL

Cable, Switches, Sockets
Mains & Low Voltage

Downlighters,
Bulkheads

Immersers, Thermostats

DECORATING

Wallpapers, Paints –
1000s colours, Kitchen &
Bathroom, Tough Paint
Testerpots, Sundries
Wallpaper Stripper

Curtain Poles, Swish
Tracks

TILES

New Tile Samples
Free Catalogues

Adhesives. Grouts
Tile Cutters

GLASS

Double glazing, UPVC
Doors & Windows

FIRES

Fire Fronts, Grates
Baskets, Fire Guards

Companion Sets
Pup Bricks, Vermiculite

Fire Cement, Stove Rope,
Cowels,

Chimney Bonnets
TOOL HIRE

Power Tools,
Floor Sander

Mini Excavator
SCAFFOLD

Plants, Garden
furniture pots

and half barrels

OPEN

Monday-

Saturday

8.30 a.m.-

5 p.m.
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The Highland Quest said: ‘There
are not many Scottish musicals
around.

‘The idea is to find a modern
Scottish musical that will appeal
to everyone with lots of fun
thrown in.

‘The Arran one certainly lives
up to this and it wouldn’t be a
musical without a love story so
we were pleased to see that’s in
there too.’

The musical is titled Balloons
and is set in the future on Arran
which is under threat of global
warming and rising tides.

1

MURCHIE SAND & GRAVEL LTD

GROUNDWORK & DRAINAGE SPECIALISTS

PLANT HIRE Excavators 5-21 tonne,

4CX, Tipper Lorries,

Tipper Grab, Telehandler

& Low Loader

READY MIX CONCRETE Competitive prices with

efficient service

CONCRETE WORKS All forms

DRAINAGE & LANDSCAPING Land Drains, House

Drains, Septic Tanks

Landscaping for gardens

& Driveways

QUALITY AGGREGATES All types including filtration

media

Ivy Cottage Quarry, Brodick, Isle of Arran KA27 8DD

Tel/Fax 01770 303606

www.msgltd.com

e-mail: msgltd@tiscali.co.uk

ARRAN

DRIVING

CENTRE

Instructor

Peter MacKay ADI

Discounts for block

bookings & Gift

Vouchers

Phone 810619
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Arran Torch Players with key members of the various volunteer organisations around Arran who have gained from the

£12,000 donation. b11rot1

Torch shines on volunteers

Alan Johnston of the Book and Card Centre and Alastair

Dobson of Arran Dairies with local produce in the back-

ground. b11day1

Seven organisations around Arran
have benefited to the tune of
£12,000 thanks to donations from
The Arran Torch Players at a
special presentation held last
Thursday evening in the
Auchrannie’s Glencloy Suite.

The Torch Players undertook the
task of performing The Life of Je-
sus Christ last June in the grounds
of Brodick Castle. Director of the
performance Mairi Christie, along
with the Torch Players commit-
tee, decided  to donate any profits
from the event to volunteer organi-
sations on the island.

Shiskine Church, Riding for the
Disabled, Community of Arran

Seabed Trust (COAST), Roots of
Arran, Rotary Club, Scottish Bi-
ble Club, and Scouts on Arran
have all gained from the generous
donations.

Speaking on the night Mairi
Christie said: ‘When the torch
players first arranged to perform
The Life of Jesus Christ we
thought we would have to hold
coffee mornings for three years
to pay off the debts but this
wasn’t to be the case and we are
in this privileged position to do-
nate money to causes we feel are
worthy.’

Various key figures from each
organisation represented their

collective bodies, Barbara Tinto
for Riding for the Disabled,
Howard Wood for COAST,
Russell Adam for Roots of Ar-
ran, Moira Starks for the rotary
club, Jack Paterson for the Scot-
tish Bible Society and Carol Boon
for the scouts.

Thanks
Each stood to give thanks for

the money they had received and
explain a little of what their or-
ganisations aim to do.

Riding for the Disabled aim to
bring joy and enrichment into the
lives of Arran children through in-
teraction with horses.

Roots of Arran endeavours to

make the woodlands of Arran an
accessible place for all, especially
children.

COAST has been around for a
few years and is hoping to make
an area of Lamlash Bay a no-take
zone to protect the sea bed.
Howard Wood said: ‘This dona-
tion was very unexpected but to
us this means that people are ac-
cepting what COAST is doing and
for us this means as much as the
money itself.’

The scouts, rotary club,
Shiskine Church and Scottish Bi-
ble Society all intend to use the
money to help with their various
projects around the island.

Open day success

Last Wednesday two local com-
panies held their annual customer
day in the Auchrannie.

The idea is to give potential cus-
tomers both old and new a chance
to sample the products that local
suppliers can provide.

Brodick based Arran Dairies and
The Book and Card Centre who
jointly arranged the event
showcased their products to an
attentive crowd.

Alan Johnston of The Book and
Card Centre said: ‘It was a very
successful afternoon.’

He managed to secure a couple
of mainland orders including one
in Skye and the other in Berkshire.

Alan continued: ‘My goods are
delivered from the mainland any-
way so to be able to deliver goods
there is just as easy.

‘This event gives customers a
chance to see a wider range of our
products than in our shops and
many comment on the fact that
prices are not as much as they
expected.

‘It is good to have a longer chat
with the customer.’

Alastair Dobson managing direc-
tor of Arran Dairies also had suc-
cess in securing orders.

All the guests who attended
were able to sample Arran’s pro-
duce and enjoyed taking part in
an ice-cream sundae making com-
petition.

Ann and Ian Relf of the Black-
waterfoot Lodge were there, she
said: ‘There was an excellent
range of local produce to try and
the event was helpful in giving us
ideas for our menu.’

ALEX BAIRD
DOUBLE

GLAZING

For double glazed doors & windows

UPVC  VERTICAL SLIDERS

Fast friendly service

T: 01290 420587  M: 07775 594115

UNIT 7, CADZOW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,

HAMILTON, ML3 7QU

Tel: (01698) 283314 - 283555.

Fax (01698) 286677

REMOVALS

REMOVALS : STORAGE : DISTRIBUTION

Local - Long Distance - Continental - Estimates Free

Contact Hugh McClelland on 840272

DESIGNS ON YOU II

Curtains and Upholstery Ltd

612/616 Dumbarton Road, Glasgow, G11 6RJ

Telephone 0141 339 8829

CUSTOMER

MAKE-UP SERVICE

FreeEstimates
Distance No Object
Anytime/Anywhere

Loose Covers
We will be on the island

every fortnight

May I introduce our company’s range of products:

Blinds/Roller/Vertical, Bar Seating and Office

Furniture, Bar Stools, Upholstery

All types Chairs, Three-Piece Suites, etc. Curtains:

Austrian, Festoons, Romans, Velvets, Cotton Prints,

Swags and Tails, Pelmets and Tie-Backs

All Rails and Fittings included

All types of French Polishing

Carpets and Carpets Fitted

Your caring and professional Arran Carpet and Upholstery Cleaner

�600053 FREEPHONE 0800 2981295

CUT THIS OUT AND KEEP THE NUMBER IN A SAFE PLACE

McMillan’s ChemDry

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING�
�UK Entrepreneur of the Year 2001-2002

Scottish Franchise of the Year 1999/2000

Locally owned by CRAIG and IRENE McMILLAN

Rosslea, Letterfarm  Lane, Lamlash
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Pupils at Arran High School have
been ranting and raving about
their teachers on a website called
www.ratemyteacher.co.uk

As The Arran Banner went to
press the results for Arran High
School showed 18 teachers had
been rated and the page had al-
most 1,000 hits.

The rate my teachers website
shows ratings of thousands of

Cancer care charity profits from

primary pupils’ Pots of Care

Primary seven pupils Sophie Gibson, Megan McAllister, Wesley Sloss and Nicole Crawford decorate Mini Pots of Care.

teachers from across the country,
allowing the pupils to praise or
criticise their teachers.

The teachers are judged on three
aspects of their teaching: easi-
ness, helpfulness and clarity.

There is also a ‘parent mode’
which allows parents of school
children to put their opinions on
the website.

Arran High School headteacher
Douglas Auld told The Arran
Banner: ‘I have heard about the

website but I have never been on
it and I probably won’t anyway.

‘I am delighted that the children
cannot access it from the school.

‘I go on the school’s own Qual-
ity Assurance reports from HMIE
and North Ayrshire Council and
our own classroom observations.
We never talk individual teach-
ers; we talk results and extra
cirricular activities.

‘We occasionally hand out
questionnaires to the pupils to see
what they think about their
coursework and ask what they
have learnt.’

Arran Actors

The artistic activities continued at
the school when the National
Theatre visited S3 students in
early March - much to the envy
of the other years in the school.

The pupils in one class were
split into groups for film, drama
or music, and the visitors helped
them in a number of interesting
activities involving theatre, gui-
tars and taking pictures of trees
in the school grounds!

Unfortunately few people, ex-
cept those involved, know ex-
actly what happened, as the shy
pupils did not want an audience.

One third-year told Mr Kelly:
‘If school was like this every day,
I would like coming to school.’
Other comments included: ‘It was
really exciting to be able to do so
many activities. I really enjoyed
today.’ The visit was a much-ap-
preciated change from routine.
The National Theatre will return
to work with the remaining third
year pupils next week.
Gemma MacDonald, S5

Youth have spoken

Over the past few weeks senior
students at Arran High have been
preparing and rehearsing their
talks for the annual Rotary Club
Public Speaking Competition.

This year entries included two
teams from S4 and S5 and one
team from S6.  Topics ranged
from ‘Scottish Independence’ to
‘The Living Toy’. The S4 team
were selected to go forward to the
Ayrshire finals, held just two days

after the Arran competition at the
Auchrannie Spa.

The S4 team overwhelmed the
competition, and was selected to
represent Ayrshire at the Scottish
finals in Glasgow later this
month. The triumphant S4 team
of Kelly Donelly, Jessica Gillson
and Calum Johnston entertained
the audience with a 10-minute
talk, ‘Gossip’. The other teams in
the Ayrshire final tackled more
serious subjects, and the light-
heartedness of the Arran talk was
perhaps one of the reasons they
won. Calum Johnston, main
speaker in the S4 team, exclu-
sively told High School News, the
inspiration for his talk: ‘I gossip
all the time and was fascinated by
why people gossip.’
Liam Turbett/Calum Johnston

Out with the old

The school council has received
the welcome surprise of £500 to
improve the school environment.

After pondering on what to buy,
it was decided the money should
be spent on five new prints to re-
place the existing ones. The prints
chosen include the controversial
Jack Vettranio’s work and the crea-
tions of many other talented artists.

The school will receive a mini-
ature revamp as these new de-
signs are displayed on corridor
walls around the school. It is
hoped that these prints will in-
spire our own gifted students,
particularly those with an apti-
tude for art, to create their own
masterpieces.
Mhairi Beggans S5

Arran High
School news

Pupils and parents post teacher

ratings on schools website

Primary school pupils at Lamlash have raised £134 for Marie Curie
Cancer Care.

The pupils took part in the charity’s Mini Pots of Care which is part
of the national Great Daffodil Appeal. March is the 20th anniversary
of the charity’s flagship fundraising appeal. More than 200,000 chil-
dren across the UK have taken part in the Mini Pots of Care initiative

where children plant and distribute bulbs in time for the beginning of
the appeal on March 1.

The children each make a small donation and decorate their pots with
their own individual design. The Great Daffodil Appeal urges mem-
bers of the public to wear a daffodil pin and help raise £4 million for
nurses giving free home nursing for terminally ill cancer patients.

Arran festival fun

March has been festival month on
Arran since 1923 and all competi-
tors in this year’s forthcoming
Arran Music Festival in Whiting
Bay have been practising assidu-
ously for several weeks.

The time has arrived to con-
vince the adjudicators that the
talent on Arran is equal to any on
the mainland. While relatives and
friends of the performers will be
there in force, anyone can join the
audience on March 22-24.

There are two hours of adult
verse and prose on Wednesday
evening while Friday evening is a
concert with brass, piano, wood-
wind and fiddle. The adjudicators’
comments after the performances
provide additional interest.

1

Contact David for details of the super deals currently available on all new Robinsons & Alton

greenhouses or to arrange a visit to our greenhouse display area.

ERECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE

Sunnyside Nursery

off Hazel Grove Kilwinning

01294 552113   www.sunnysidenursery.co.uk

The leading quality greenhouses are now even better value for money!

Sunnyside Nursery

ROBINSONS AND ALTON

GREENHOUSES

Corrie Golf Club Tearoom

Tel 810223
Opening hours for March - 10.00am to 4.30pm

Closed Monday and Saturday
Open for meals, snacks and home baking

Please feel free to bring your own bottle to enjoy with your meal.
Small functions and private parties catered for -  please call for details.

Look out for our special Mothers’ Day Menu

CATACOL

BAY HOTEL

Sunday Buffet Every Week

12 noon - 4 p.m.

Over 60s Lunches
every Thursday
12 noon-2 p.m.

�830231

Arran Cleaning Services
NEW SERVICE

1

Holiday home change over cleaning
Available Monday to Friday

For further details please contact
Yvonne Wilson 01770 303555

e-mail arrancleaning@aol.com

Galloway's Auto

Repair Centre

Will be closed from Tuesday 20th March

Through to Monday 3rd April due to sudden illness.

Any bookings for MOT's etc. can be organised by

calling Sam on 01770 700436

We apologise to all our

customers for any inconvenience.

The

Lighthouse

CAFÉ/RESTAURANT

Pirnmill  850240

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY

OPEN Friday to Sunday

11 a.m. - 8.30 p.m.

Morning Coffee, Homebaking & Breakfast Rolls

Lunches & Snacks • Afternoon Teas & Homebaking

• Evening meals (Booking advisable)

Feel free to bring a bottle of wine to enjoy with

your meal, in beautiful surroundings with

magnificent views across the Kilbrannan Sound

We are in 'Scotland the Best' and 'Arran Taste Trail' books

Proprietors: Boyd and Sally Sneddon
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In Snowdonia, bus loads of tourists still are ferried
into the mountains in late May to witness the amaz-
ing sight of wild rhododendrons in flower.

Whole hillsides there are covered in the mauve
blooms and it certainly is a spectacle. This presents
a conservation dilemma because pretty Rhododen-
dron ponticum is not good news for pretty much
everything else. The National Park is hacking into
the bushes, but have had to deal with those who
love to the see mass of rhodies flowering on a Welsh
hillside.

On Arran, lots of people are used to the battle
against ponticum invading ground and generally
most see it as a weed and a problem. Not too much
is done about it because the general approach is to
cut it down and leave it to  re-grow with vigour.
Hence the plant is steeped in mythology about its’
invincibility and the slow march of the plant pro-
ceeds. Fortunately most of the Island is not cov-
ered in ponticum, but that is perhaps because we
are living now and not in the future. What perhaps
isn’t realised is that the population can reach epi-
demic proportions. The more ponticum plants there
are, the more chance to seed into new areas and so
on.

One of the issues is seeing the problem. Problems
aren’t really bothered about until they are big. Japa-
nese knotweed in the UK is currently estimated as
costing £2bn to control. It invades farmland,
streams, roadsides and its amazing strength means
it can push through Tarmac. Tesco’s built a super-
market in Swansea to find it springing up in the
aisles! Now we don’t have masses of Knotweed on
Arran, but the question is how much will we have
in 2050 or 2100? Will local authorities be spending

Nature notes
Plant Invaders

Front row: Twins Elizabeth McConnell and Willie Jack of West Kilbride. Back row

Willie McConnell and Janey Jack. b11mac01

McConnell and Jack celebrate

vast sums on knotweed control, because the few
patches of knotweed weren’t controlled in 2005?

Japanese Knotweed is mainly spread by roots be-
ing transported in spoil.

In the Highlands, it is springing up along roadsides
in remote areas, because contaminated soil is be-
ing transported from building sites in Inverness.
This is certainly starting to happen on Arran, where
new road works (and that may cause some of you
to laugh) create a new patch of knotweed.

Each year, something like 4000 new types of
plants are introduced to the UK. There is no quar-
antine. If those were animals, people would instantly
recognise the environmental threat, but plants are
somehow seen as benign. Nobody knows how these
plants will react to the Scottish Climate and so the
threat to natural habitats is increasing. Griselinia, a
waxy leaved shrub has been grown for its salt-tol-
erant properties and it loves it here. I found a plant
1 mile from its nearest neighbour last week.

There is a need to recognise that invasive plant
species are a real economic problem. Thick rhodo-
dendron costs £3000-4000k to cut per hectare and
then it needs to be treated. With present farm in-
comes, this is not very attractive and so means that
grants are given to get rid of it (i.e tax payers
money). It is surely better to nip these problems in
the bud and recognise that invasive species should
not be planted. In fact this is happening with
ponticum, but perhaps 50 year too late.

On a note of optimism, there are good control
methods for most invasive species, but they require
a methodical approach rather than a quick fix. For
more information contact Stephen Mason at the
Ranger Centre (01770 302462).

Ayrshire charity AIMS to resolve island issues

An Ayrshire-based charity which
helps people with unresolved is-
sues is coming to Arran.

The Islands Advocacy Project
run by Advocacy Information
Management Services (AIMS) in
Saltcoats, claims to help people
express their opinions and thor-
oughly explore their options if
they have a problem.

AIMS acts as an independent
advice service but insists it will not
solve your problem but will help
you on your way. Arran already
has two advocacy workers, Jamie

Smith and Isla Blair.
Jamie said: ‘We don’t give ad-

vice, we listen carefully to the per-
son’s problem.

‘We then find out what their
choices are because these days the
amount of information available
is like a minefield for people.’

The service is free of charge and
is funded by North Ayrshire Coun-
cil and Ayrshire and Arran Health
Board as well as other fundraising
and grant awards.

AIMS has been running for a
number of years on Arran and

Cumbrae but a grant from The Big
Lottery Fund has allowed the char-
ity to develop this service over the
next three years.

Over the next few months each
Arran village will be visited with
a view to holding regular advo-
cacy surgeries and drop-in ses-
sions.

The Island Advocacy Project
will be launched at the Ormidale
Pavillion on March 22 between
11am and 3pm. Advanced book-
ing is required. For more informa-
tion free phone 0800 652 2986.

Antiquarians

The next meeting of the antiquar-
ians will be on Monday 20 March
in Brodick pubilc hall.

The speaker will be Geoffrey
Botterill of Brodick, whose subject
will be ‘A History of the Kilmichael
Hotel/Fullerton House.’ New mem-
bers and visitors are very welcome.

The Arran Banner

01770 302412

A very special gathering of the
McConnell and Jack families took
place on Saturday night at the
Kinloch Hotel in Blackwatefoot.

Twins Elizabeth McConnell and
Willie Jack celebrated their 70th
birthday along with 120 other
family members.

Unfortunately First Minister
Jack McConnell was unable to at-
tend as he had to be in Australia
for the Commonwealth Games.
His mother Elizabeth had told him
that the games in Melbourne were
too important to miss.

Guests from Inverness to Lon-

don attended the event. Anne
McConnell was responsible for
organising the evening and del-
egated duties to other family mem-
bers.

Anne said: ‘Everyone who was
there had a great time. It was nice
for the whole family to come to-
gether and meet under enjoyable
circumstances. I still haven’t fully
recovered from the event.’

The guests heard speeches made
by various members of the family
and three children read poetry.

Anne’s five-year-old daughter
Lizanne Dixon along with school

friend Carly Miller recited  Betty
Frew. While eight-year-old Kirsty
Stewart recited Mister Mank. This
was a highlight of the evening for
all the guests.

Anne continued: ‘I’d like to
thank everyone who came along
and all at the Kinloch Hotel.

‘In spite of the bad weather eve-
ryone got home safely on Sunday
although a little late.’

She concluded: ‘You can’t keep
a surprise from my mother but
when she gets The Banner with
this article in she will be sur-
prised.’

Cakes at

1

We have available a range of celebration cakes.

Novelty cakes for all ages, Photocakes, Traditional Sponge and rich fruit,

Football themes, and a full range of Wedding cakes from single to six tiers.

Our staff can advise on sizes required and photograph samples are available.

Telephone: - 01770 302280  Fax:- 01770 302175Closed Sundays and Mondays

ARRAN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

ANNUAL SPRING FLOWER & BULB SHOW

25TH March 2006

At 2.00pm in Brodick Village Hall

Teas & Home Baking, Raffles,

Entrance £1

Hall open from 10.00am until 12 noon

For the placements of exhibits
1

STALKERS

BRODICK

TEL: 01770 302579
We will be closing on

Friday 17th March at 2pm
And re-opening on

Monday 19th March
at 10am



THE ARRAN Letters to the Editor
8 THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 18 March, 2006

press policy

WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print.
If you find an error of fact on our pages please write to The Editor, The

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number where
possible.

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with
any corrections or clarifications.

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily
those of the The Oban Times Group.

 your letters

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200

words in length for publication on this page. The editor

also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to

refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses

must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate

good faith. A daytime telephone number is also

required for verification. Anonymous letters or those

supplied without a contact telephone number will not

be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The

Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran.

E-mail editor@arranbanner.net
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Rubbish Disposal

Sir,
Recent  letters and reports in the
Banner prompt me to suggest
considering using the old barytes
mines in Glen Sannox as a land
fill site, to dispose of the Island
waste!

Mr Campbell’s suggestion to
use a ‘pyrolysis’ as solution to the
waste disposal is also worthy of
consideration.  Many large cruise
liners, Queen Mary 2 to mention
but one, uses a similar system for
the complete disposal of dirty
waste which cannot be landed
ashore. Waste gasses from such
installations are subject to strict
International safety and pollution
regulations.

Yours,
Rob Currie, Brodick

Lagg field

Sir,
I wish to add my voice to the
large number of objectors to the
proposed development of Lagg
Field by Arran Developments
Select Ltd.

The proposal as it stands would
be a travesty if permitted. Lagg
is a beautiful hamlet that surely
deserves protection from the in-
terests of developers.

Having reduced the number of
houses proposed from six to
four is hardly any comfort when
they are inappropriate in design,
size, siting on the field, etc.
There are very serious concerns
about the sewage treatment and
discharge, safety of the road
turnout, light and noise pollu-
tion, loss of tourism appeal and
related business, loss of amen-
ity to residents in terms of re-
duction of light and overlook-
ing and loss of general visual
amenity (ie, it would spoil the
Lagg for good). Furthermore, it
is contrary to the Arran Plan on
a number of points.

Environmental impact is a big
worry, as the large trees sur-
rounding the field would sooner
or later likely be killed by dam-
age to the roots. The further im-
pact in and around beautiful
Torrylin Water would be sub-
stantial. There is general agree-
ment amongst residents that
Lagg Field should not be in-
cluded in the Arran Plan as suit-
able for development, but unfor-
tunately this mistake can’t be
remedied until the next review.

Lagg Field is in a prominent

position central to the enjoyment
of both residents and visitors. Let
us hope that the planners use
every power they possess to en-
sure that this application with its
catalogue of horrors is rejected.
Shouldn’t the government be act-
ing in the best interests of the is-
land and its people as a whole
rather than the short-term com-
mercial interests of mainland de-
velopers?

Yours,
A Williams, Lagg

Forgotten heroes

Sir,
I am researching some forgotten
war heroes and I am hoping your
readers can remember Robert
Inglis Milton. He was born 28
June 1917 and although his home
town is recorded as Broadwick I
suspect it was a misspelling of
Brodick.

He may have lived in a house
called ‘Beechwood’ in the year
1941, and I believe he was at one
time a postal worker.
Any help your readers can give
me on this man, or his surviving
relatives, would be most grate-
fully received.

Yours,
Frank Ward, St Barr’s,

Dornoch, Sutherland, IV25 3LJ

Memories wanted

Attention all ex-pupils of Corrie
Primary School

Sir,
For our enterprise topic we hope
to publish a memory book. If you
have any memories (funny, sad,
good, bad, wartime) write them
down and send them to us, we
would be very grateful.

We want to do this so that the
memories are never forgotten and
everyone can share them.

Please could you send you
‘memories’ to Press officer, c/o
Corrie Primary School, Corrie,
Arran, KA27 8JP. contact us
@corrie.n-ayrshire.sah.uk

Yours,
Primary 3 -7 Corrie.

Ruby wedding

Sir,
We would like to say a big thank
you to everyone who came and
helped us to celebrate our ruby
wedding and to thank everyone
who sent us cards and presents.

Thank you to Whiting Bay Golf
Club for the use of the clubhouse
and to Colin for all his hard work
keeping everyone happy, to Steve

and Mary Jo for the music, some
of it brought back a few memo-
ries.

A very special thanks must go
to family, Michael, Malcolm and
Kevin for organizing it and to
Debbie and Sam for the great buf-
fet.

I have been having a look at the
video and I don’t think I will be
making any speeches for a while!

Yours,
Bernie and Maureen,

Montrose Terrace, Whiting Bay

Gillespie Girls

Sir,
Are there any ‘Gillespie Girls’
(James Gillespie High School for
girls, Edinburgh) out there now
living on Arran?

On Friday 7 April a few of us
are meeting for lunch at ‘Oscars’.
Anyone wishing to join us please
phone 870226.

Yours,
Judy McAllister,

Corriecravie.

Kit houses

Sir,
Re the recent article by the Arran
Civic Trust  ‘Curse of the Arran
kit house’, I take exception, as a
past owner of a kit house, to some
of what was written.

Yes, those of us with kit houses
usually ‘adopt the crude kit solu-
tions offered by the manufactur-
ers’.  Why?  Because we can’t af-
ford not to!  It’s extremely expen-
sive to make major design altera-
tions or have a kit manufactured
to order and it’s often the exte-
rior finish that can make a differ-
ence as to whether it looks ‘tra-
ditional’ or not.

The planning department are
the ones who allow, or not, what’s
built, they lay down guidelines as
to the pitch of roofs, PVC win-
dows, etc.  There’s little point in
the Civic Trust complaining
about what’s been built when it’s
within the ‘rules’ laid down.

The only choice most of us have
is what’s affordable to us when
we’re building.  Maybe some of
the kit designs aren’t the most
suitable for housing on Arran, but
without a viable alternative, what
are we supposed to do?

In my experience, architects de-
sign what they like, not necessar-
ily what their clients want or can
afford.  They’re also not immune
from making mistakes - mistakes
that I’ve paid for.  Maybe that’s
why we do without them if we

can.
Why aren’t we allowed to build

real low cost houses, ones that are
not only inexpensive to build, but
cheap to run?  Many parts of Eu-
rope and North America build
timber homes, why not here?
Well, the planners don’t like
them, and I can hear the Civic
Trust groaning already.

We’ve got children moving
away from the island where they
grew up because they can’t afford
to live here, teachers and other
key workers not able to take jobs,
as they can’t find rented accom-
modation, or afford to buy.  This
is reality.  The planners hoops are
hard enough to jump through,
please don’t let us have the Civic
Trust imposing their ‘good taste’
on us too!

Name and address supplied.

Arran writers

Sir,
To the participants in the Arran
Words and Music project.

It was great to see so many of
you at the writers group in Brod-
ick and at the project workshop
in Kilmory on February 18. There
has been excellent coverage in
The Banner and the feed-back has
been very positive.  The project
is picking up pace and we are all
looking forward to the next
stages.

Alison and Lucy will be hold-
ing a workshop on March 25 from
9.30am - 1.30pm at Kilmory Hall.

The next full workshop will be
April 8 and 9 when Ian McQueen.
After that the next project week-
end will be on June 10 and 11.
The project week runs from July
8 - 15. The two performances will
be staged in the hall at Whiting
Bay.

I am planning to come up and
lead a singing workshop in May
(to be confirmed).

We are gathering lots of writers
and people who want to sing,
play, act and dance as well as help
backstage. We want to include as
many people as possible. Please
spread the word.

Even if you missed the Febru-
ary workshop or are unable to at-
tend all the sessions in April and
June or during the project week
itself, please do not rule yourself
out.

If you have any questions or
suggestions, please contact
Alison on 700574 or me on 0208
858 9041.

Virginia Rushton, London

A few years ago when Caledonian MacBrayne (CalMac) began to
hold its annal dinners around different islands, they came to Arran
and I found myself sitting opposite a senior civil servant in the Scottish
Office. He must have been on the board of Cal Mac but his day job was
connected with allocating government money to the NHS.

Just prior to that particular junket the chancellor had announced
some enormous sum of money, many millions or even billions, which,
it was promised, would solve all the perceived problems of the NHS.
I raised this with my fellow diner and he spoke quite openly about
his feelings about it. His view was that however much money was
poured in, it would rapidly disappear into a great black hole and
would make no difference whatsoever.

Last week it was announced, the result an official Scottish Execu-
tive audit, that consultants’ pay in Scotland had increased by £235m
since that huge award of money, but that there had been absolutely
no verifiable benefit to patients. The following day there was a fur-
ther call from the BMA for much more money so that the problems
of the NHS could be resolved.

The civil servant who was in charge of what happened to this money
knew that it was good money after bad. Yet the myth that money on
its own solves problems continues to hold sway.

In a week’s time smoking will be outlawed. Totally forbidden in
every workplace and public building, even those furtive little groups
outside city offices, hang dog looks and fags tucked in towards the
palms of their hands, may disappear.

Attitudes to smoking has steered a curious course these last 50
years, and not always an edifying one. In the fifties it seemed that
everybody smoked. If you did not, you were urged to do so, at first
politely and then with a slight edge which hinted that, if you did not,
you were not one of the lads.

Gradually this changed. It wasn’t just health. It had always been
known that it would harm you. Stunted your growth was what we
were told as children, but it was sheer common sense that taking all
that fire into your lungs would char them.

Perhaps the weight of evidence against it began the steep decline.
That, too, made common sense but it also allowed  whole troops of
busibodies and do-gooders to get in on the act. Smoking changed
from being regarded as chic, urbane and sophisticated, to dirty, and
reprehensible. From next week , smoke virtually anywhere outside
your own home, and you may be liable to an instant £50 fine.

Such an about turn in public attitudes, without the use of physical
force, is rare if not unique. As teenagers and young adults the pres-
sure on us to smoke amounted almost to mild bullying. Now it is the
bullies who are the anti-smokers, and don’t they revel in it? Or is it
just that, as the public mood on any subject shifts, the majority will
always follow the fashionable and safe line, while those who travel
a different route run the risk of becoming pariahs?

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
There is nothing in all creation that can separate us from the love of
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.     Romans 8:39
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Catacol Bay Hotel is another is-
land hotel and bar to incorporate
the smoking ban ahead of the start
date of March 26.

The bar re-opened toward the
end of last month after undergo-
ing nothing short of major re-
vamp in the lounge area.

Co-owner Norman Bond said:
‘With the smoking ban coming in
it seemed silly to open and let
people smoke just for a month so
we didn’t.’

The striking red and blue
paintwork, bench seats and tables
that were so familiar for the last
four years have been replaced by
modern tables, seating and light
coloured paintwork.

Norman continued: ‘The market
is gearing more toward food sales

and the previous setup of low ta-
bles was really impractical, so we
have completely redone this.

‘Our Sunday buffets are one of
our main attractions and we hope
this new layout will make it more
comfortable for both regular and
new customers.

‘We don’t wish to alienate just
drinkers however and have en-
deavoured to make them wel-
come also.

‘We have a smoking area out-
side that will benefit from patio
heaters over the coming months.’

Norman, along with fellow co-
owner Susan Logan and a strong
team of 20, worked 14-hour days
to get the lounge ready. Some of
Norman’s family travelled up
from the north of England to help

with the refurbishment.
Norman said: ‘We closed the

bar at half five on Sunday 12 Feb-
ruary and by 6 pm we began gut-
ting the place.

‘The wall around where the dart
board had been was thick with
nicotine stains - it really made us
think about what has been going
into our lungs.

‘I’m a non-smoker myself but I
have had my fair share of passive
smoking over the years.

Norman and Susan took over
the running of the hotel in 2004.

The team had a tight deadline
to work to and re-opened just half
an hour before the official open-

ing date of Saturday 25 February.
‘We just got it open in time,’

said Norman ‘it was a mad rush
toward the end.’

This refurbishment is just part
of on-going plans to revamp the
hotel with room upgrades next on
their list. They have already in-
troduced wireless Broadband.

Jemma Blythe of Catacol has
been a regular at the hotel and bar
over the last 10 years, she said:
‘It’s looking really good and very
different.’

Norman concluded: ‘It’s only
now that I’m beginning to appre-
ciate the work we have done.’

North end hotel is revamped

Norman Bond stands at the fireplace in the newly refur-

bished Catacol Bay Hotel lounge just three weeks after

the first photo was taken. It took a team of 20 workers 13

days to get the lounge ready for business.                               b11cat1

The hotel’s lounge before

the revamp with red and

blue paintwork and bench

style seating. The team at

the hotel believe this new

layout is much more diner

friendly.                                         b11cat2

Cat Protection (CP) on Arran has
a new address and a new co-
ordinator.

Eleanor Harrison who was the
CP co-ordinator on the island for
several years has decided that it’s
time to enjoy some free time
catching up with her love of
painting and horses.

The committee wishes her the
very best and is grateful for all
her hard work and efforts over the
years.

She hands over the reins to
Linda Hartley, based at
Blairvoyach Farm where she
lives with her husband Jeff.

Linda told us that she sees this
change as an opportunity for the
Arran branch to revitalise its vol-
unteer base and activities across
the island. ‘One of the first aims
will be to seek volunteers,’ she
said.

‘There are so many people with
many skills and much experience
that we can make use of.

‘It’s not necessary to commit on
a regular basis such as every
week at a set time and day.

‘Volunteering doesn’t need to
be so rigid. While it is extremely
useful to have volunteers who can
give this kind of commitment, we
also need people with a whole
range of skills who can help in a
variety of ways, at different times
throughout the year, as often or
as little - to suit themselves.

‘The Branch cannot function
without people’s help.’

The Branch now has its own
website www.arran-cats.com.

It provides an assortment of in-
formation and advice on caring
for a cat and the need for neuter-
ing and vaccination.

Education packs can be ordered
via the website for schools and
Brownie and Beaver groups.

There is a page to advertise

missing and lost cats. Gifts can
be ordered via the website which
are sold by both the Cats Protec-
tion and Arran businesses and
make ideal presents for friends,
relatives and loved ones.

Linda added ‘We anticipate the
website will enable us to tap into
another source of fundraising.

‘In addition, we are currently
developing the idea of an Arran
branch supporters’ group.

‘This, we hope, will enable resi-
dents and holiday home owners
to help us by contributing,
through a small subscription, di-
rectly to the work of the branch.

‘Through this subscription the
membership will also be helping
support a cat cabin. Each cabin
will bear a plaque with the names
of the local supporters.

‘This kind of support will en-
able us to care for the cats that
come into our care for which we
are seeking new loving homes.

‘I hope that we shall be able to
work with a variety of groups on
the island, in any way that can
help benefit each of us, especially
where this helps raise profiles and
cut costs for us all.’

You can contact Cats Protection
on 01770820611, or branch mem-
bers Alice Broome (600 274),
Karen Curzons (700 226) or
Margaret Gruber (840 225).

If you would like to give a do-
nation, require further informa-
tion or join the Supporters group
or would like to help, in anyway
you feel you can, please contact
Linda on 820611.

Cats charity changes

co-ordinator

NEWSDESK

01770

302 142

Corrie & Sannox Harbour Trust

"Spring Auction"

will be held at Corrie Hall on

Saturday 25th March

Viewing 11 a.m.      Auction starts 12 noon

This auction contains good quality contents from two houses including

furniture, appliances, glass, crockery, tools, etc.

Limited space for good quality items

Contact Jim Lees on 810248 or Bob Brass on 302313

Soup and rolls will be on sale throughout the auction

TRADE SHOW COMING TO ARRAN ! !

28TH & 29TH MARCH.

At Lamlash Community Centre

Tuesday 28th from 2pm—8pm

Wednesday 29th from 10am—2pm

You are invited to enjoy a light refreshment with us while viewing our

extensive range of specialised products from,

Peter Grant, Evans Vanodine and many more.

Perfect for any business including,

 Catering, Construction, Hospitality, Retail and Nursing Homes.

Also our Chemical and Packaging products will suit Agricultural,

Haulage and many more trades.

Specialist advisers on hand with advice on,

Floor care

Kitchen hygiene / Bar and Cellar

And Housekeeping

1

*In conjunction with Peter Grant and Evans Vanodine*

Ailsa Road, Kyle Estate, Irvine KA12 8NG

T: 01294 275133/322807

F: 01294 312300

E: sales@gmccorsehill.co.uk

W: www.gmccorsehill.co.uk

• Manufacturers of high quality Disposable

Paper products and Wipes.

Floor and Hygiene

Chemical Manufacturers.

Advanced Hygiene

Solutions.

SPECIAL

OFFERS

ON D
AY

TRADE

ONLY
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First Arran ambassador
The first ever Arran Ambassador
of the Year was unveiled last Sat-
urday night at a special ceremony
held in the Auchrannie.

Two hundred and ten guests,
including the ambassador nomi-
nees for 2005 gathered for a cel-
ebration dinner with many of Ar-
ran’s business and tourism per-
sonnel.

Trixie Wallmueller of Whiting
Bay was declared the overall win-
ner and now carries the title Ar-
ran Ambassador of the year for
2005.

‘I feel very proud and honoured
to have won,’ said Trixie, ‘it is
just fantastic.’

Trixie was nominated last May
for the high level of service she

provided to customers while
working at Arran Aromatics. She
had kept the shop open late for
four customers and afterwards
gave them a lift into Brodick.

The ‘Ambassador Initiative’
was launched last year by Desti-
nation Arran as a way of honour-
ing someone on Arran who best
represented the island in a very

pro-tourism way.
The youngest of six, Trixie grew

up in Austria in a family with no
shouting or arguments as she de-
scribes it. ‘My mother brought me
up to always be nice and help peo-
ple, and because of this it has al-
ways just been in my nature.’

Alastair Dobson, Destination
Arran chairman had the job of

announcing the winner. In true
ceremony fashion a gold enve-
lope contained the winner’s
name.

‘When I heard my name read
out,’ said Trixie, ‘I couldn’t be-
lieve it, I had been sitting  think-
ing of the nominees who it might
be but I didn’t think of myself.

‘To be chosen from all the fan-
tastic people who had been nomi-
nated is such an honour.’

A group of judges from the
mainland visited the nominees in

their working environments early
last month. Trixie has always had
a passion for Arran, she said:
‘When I first arrived on Arran I
felt it was like stepping back in
time as everyone was just so help-
ful and friendly and I just hadn’t
seen that anywhere before.’

Her trophy had been designed
by 17 year-old Ben Tattersfield of
Lamlash and is  carved wooden
cupped hands holding an
engraved glass disc.

Continued page 11

Nick Giles, Lesley Lockhart and Tommy Fitchet. b11des5

Gerry Fox, Angela Robinson, Tony Fox, Robbie Mcintyre.

b11des8

Arran Ambassador of the year 2005 finalists gather before the ceremony. b11des1

Alastair Dobson, Mark Cuthbert, Catriona Mackie,

David McIntyre, Charles Currie. b11des3

Arran Music Festival 2006
WHITING BAY HALL

OUTLINE PROGRAMME

WEDNESDAY 22ND MARCH

1.30pm Scottish Country Dancing

3.15pm Junior verse

7.15pm Adult verse and reading

THURSDAY 23RD MARCH

9.30am Junior verse and reading at sight

2.00pm Choric speaking, action songs, fiddle

2.55pm Piano

FRIDAY 24TH MARCH

9.45am Playgroups

10.05am  Vocal Solos

2.00pm Junior choirs, vocal solos and duets

7.00pm Brass, choir, piano, woodwind and fiddle

Full details of classes and times are shown in the Festival

Programme available (50p) from many island shops and at the

door. Anyone can come and join (or leave) the audience at any

time, except briefly, while a performance is actually in progress/

Admission: single session £1.50. All day £2.50. Three day session

£3.50. Child half price
1

Golden Dragon
Chinese Restaurant

Shore Road, Whiting Bay

Tel 700489

Open seven days a week

5.30 p.m.

(last orders 10 p.m.)

WINTER SPECIAL

Monday-Thursday

Three-Course Meal

£9

Takeaway orders available

BETBETBETBETBETTER BAR MEALSTER BAR MEALSTER BAR MEALSTER BAR MEALSTER BAR MEALS

ORMIDALE HOTEL
 Brodick 01770 302293

HOME COOKED BAR MEALS
served 12.30 pm - 2.00pm (Saturday & Sunday only)

6.00 pm - 9.00pm
Children Welcome

Beer garden with Children's Outdoor Play Area
Real Ale (Recommended CAMRA Good Beer Guide)
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announced
Continued from page 10

Trixie added: ‘My trophy is gor-
geous and it’s available for all to
see at James Chocolate Shop.’

Perhaps most important  is the
fact that she finds working and
helping people a fun thing to do.
She continued: ‘No matter what
sort of mood I’m in at home I make
sure I never take it to work.

‘If I’m in a bad mood I try twice
as hard to be nice to my custom-
ers.

‘All my friends in Whiting Bay
and my customers have told me

how much they think I deserved to
win.’

Trixie concluded: ‘I always find
if you are nice to people then they
are nice back to you.’

On the night an auction was held
to raise funds for Arran Schools
Brass Band trip to Italy next sum-
mer. Stagecoach Scotland Manag-
ing Director Tom Wileman won
two auctions and generously do-

Julie Hill, Lesley Lockhart, Nick Giles, Eleanor Bone, Susan Wilkinson, Kenny Bone b11des7

Robert and Lindsay Marr with Robin Bell and Douglas and Liz Davidson. b11des12Right: ‘Auctioneer’ Alan

Johnstone provides one of

the evening’s highlights.

b11des11

Jim Lees of Arran Rotary Club presents Colin McCourt

with a rotary club quaich awarded for tourism. b11des4

Below: Mary Robinson with

her auction prize presented

by Alastair Dobson. b11des9

Blizzard conditions cause travel chaos

Revellers at the Destination Ar-
ran dinner left the Auchrannie in
the early  hours of Sunday morn-
ing to be met with several inches
of snow.

As a result those living on the
north side of the island were

stranded after the String Road and
Boguille Road were closed to all
traffic.

Several guests had to find will-
ing friends and family in the

Brodick, Lamlash, Whiting Bay
and Corrie area who were able to
give them a bed for the night.

However, this did not mar what
had been a great night out.

nated one of them back for re-auc-
tion. The band provided the enter-
tainment earlier in the evening at
the champagne reception as the
guests arrived.

The evening was a great success,
indicating the support given to the
Destination Arran project as a
whole.

Evenings at

Copperwheats

Brodick Pier

Come and join us for a relaxing evening meal

in our fully licensed restaurant.

Open Wednesday to Sunday 5.30pm. Last orders 8.30pm

For bookings please call 303522

COPPERWHEATS COFFEE HOUSE

Open Monday - Saturday 7.30am - 5pm

Sunday 10.30am - 5pm

Serving a selection of coffees, homebaking, light meals and snacks

GLENISLE

HOTEL,

LAMLASH

Re-opens Friday 17

March, 2006

BAR LUNCHES AND

DINNERS

TELEPHONE: 600559

Reopening under new management

from Friday 24th March

Evening meals served from 6.30pm rill 9.30pm

Mothers Day Lunch 26th March

from 1pm till 4pm

2 course £18.50

3 course £21.50

Reservations being taken now on 07753659333
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SATURDAY 18th March

Gymnastics, Auchrannie Games Hall 5yrs plus, 10am
Blackwaterfoot Junior Football coaching, 10.30am- noon
Football coaching, Ormidale park, boys & girls, 5-15, 10-11.30am
Lamlash Church Hall- Cool Club coffee morning 10.15am - noon.
Arran Dancers Brodick Primary School 11am - 4.15pm.
Machrie Table Tennis & Games Club, Machrie Hall, 7.30-9pm
Karate Club Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am
Indoor bowls. Auchrannie Hall 2-4pm
Arran Art Gallery Whiting Bay 11am-6pm
Johnny Hill, Cameronia Hotel, 9.30pm

SUNDAY19th March

Arran Art Gallery Whiting Bay 11am-6pm
Lochranza Choir, village hall 2.30pm
Open Folk session night, Ormidale, 9pm
Alcoholics Anonymous, St Margarets Church, Whiting Bay, 4..30pm

MONDAY 20th March

Shiskine Playgroup, Shiskine Hall, 9.25am to 12.05pm
Senior Fitness, Auchrannie, 9.30-10.30am
Over 50s Badminton, Lochranza Village Hall, 2-4pm

Football coaching, Ormidale Park, 6-7.30pm (8-15yrs)
Circuit Training, Auchrannie Spa, Brodick, 6-7.15pm
Badminton, Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Dancercise, Auchrannie, 6.30-7.30pm
Scottish Country Dancing, W. Bay School, 7.30pm
Pilates, Auchrannie 7.30-8.15pm
St Brides Ladies meeting, Brodick Church Hall 7.30pm
Citizens Advice open 10am-2pm
Quiz, Cameronia 9.30pm
Weightwise, Hospital bungalow 6.30pm-7pm
Indoor Cricket Auchrannie Games Hall 7-9pm
Yoga, Kildonan Hotel, 10.30am
Lamlash Bridge Club, Clubhouse 7.15pm
St Brides Ladies AGM, 7.30pm
Arran Antiquarians , Brodick Hall, 2pm

TUESDAY 21st March

Shiskine Brownies, Shiskine primary 6.45-8.15pm
Shiskine Playgroup, Shiskine Hall, 9.25am-12.05pm
Senior Fitness, Auchrannie Spa, 9.30-10.30am & 10.45-11.45am
Brodick Toddler Group, Church Hall, 10.30am-noon
Lochranza Swimming Club, Kinloch, 11am-noon
Pirmill Guild meeting - village hall 2pm

Legs, Bums & Tums, Auchrannie Spa, 6-6.45pm
Indoor bowls, Auchrannie, 7-9pm
Army Cadets, Auchrannie Road, 7.30-9.30pm
Open Darts night, Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot, 8pm
Scottish Country Dancing, Brodick Church Hall,7.30pm
Bowling Corrie & Sannox Hall, 2pm
Citizens Advice open 10am-2pm, 4-6pm, by appointment only
Indoor bowls. Auchrannie Hall 7-9pm
Carpet Bowls, Kilmory Hall 2.30pm  and 7pm
Art Group, Kilmory Hall 2-4pm
Pop quiz, Ormidale Hotel 10pm
Indoor bowling Corrie and Sannox Hall 2pm
Quiz, Drift Inn, Lamlash 8.30pm
Loch & Cat  Coffee morning, hall 10am - 12 noon
Alcoholics Anonymous, Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Alcoholics Anonymous ‘drop-in’ Hospital Bungalow 6.30pm-8pm
Spring Dance, Ceilidh Dance Group, 7.30pm, Corrie Hall
Lamlash Guild, Church hall, 2.30pm
Coastal Way work party, Brodick School 9am

WEDNESDAY 22nd March

Advocacy service, drop in session, ACVS office, Lamlash 11am-1pm
Shiskine Playgroup, Shiskine Hall, 9.25am-12.05pm
W Bay Parents & Toddlers,  Church Hall, 10.30am-noon
Circuit Training, Auchrannie Spa, Brodick, 6-7.15pm
Mixed Indoor Hockey, Auchrannie Sports Hall, 7-8pm
Arran Runners, meet NTS Castle Car Park, 7.15pm
Life drawing workshop, Ranger Centre, Brodick Castle, 7-9pm
Gymnastics  Auchrannie 6pm and 7.30pm, 5 years plus
Youth Club, youth centre Lamlash 7-9pm
Heritage Museum, Archives & Geneology, 10.30-12.30pm
and 1.30pm -4.30pm
Aerobics class, High School 8pm - 9pm
Shiskine Beavers, Shiskine hall 6-7pm
Sound of Music rehearsal, Brodick hall 7.30pm
Dance/Exercise class over 50s/60s W.Bay Hall 2-3pm D Harris
Junior Rugby Training, S1-U18s, Ormidale Park, 7pm
Knitting in the pub club, Drift Inn, 7.30pm

THURSDAY 23rd March

Shiskine Playgroup, Shiskine Hall, 9.25am-12.05pm
Senior Fitness, Auchrannie Spa, 9.30-10.30am & 10.45-11.45am
Brodick Toddler Group, Church Hall, 10.30am
Pilates, Auchrannie, 5.45pm & 6.30pm 6.45-7.30pm
General Knowledge Quiz, Ormidale, Brodick, 10pm
Pub Quiz, Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot, 9pm
Spinning Demonstration Whiting Bay Hall 11am-2pm
Gymnastics  Auchrannie 1pm pre-school
Rock School, youth centre, Lamlash 7-9pm
Brodick Embroidery Group. Brodick library, 7.30-9.30pm
Lamlash Beavers 6-7pm Cubs 6.15-8pm, Scouts 7.30 - 9pm
Brodick Bridge Club,McLaren Hotel 7.15pm
Coffee Morning St Molios church, Shiskine 10.30 - noon
Citizens Advice open 10am-2pm
Indoor bowls, Auchrannie Hall 7-9pm
Badminton, Kilmory Hall, Juniors 6.30-7.30pm Adults 7.30-9pm
Arran Junior Singers choir practice, W/Bay school 6.45pm
Shiskine Cubs, Shiskine Hall, 6.30pm-8pm
Shiskine Scouts, Shiskine Hall 8-9.30pm
Sound of Music rehearsal Brodick hall 7.30pm
Lochranza Craft Club, Hall 2pm
Heritage Museum  AGM Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm

FRIDAY 24th March

Shiskine Toddlers, Shiskine Hall, 10am-noon
Arran Pipe Band practice, Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Quiz night, Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9.30pm
Citizens Advice open 10am - 2pm
Seniors Badminton Club, Auchrannie 2-4pm
Loch & Cat Coffee morning 10am - 12pm
Asthma breathing workshop. Ormidale Hotel. Kids 4pm, Adults 7pm
Lamlash Friday Club, Closing Get Together, Community Centre, 2.30pm

SATURDAY  25th  March(non regulars)

Horticultural Society, Spring flower & bulb show, Brodick Hall 2pm

Ardshiel Gallery

EXHIBITION

FROM Sun 19th march

TO 1st MAY

OPEN WED TO SUNDAY

11.30 TO 5 pm

Ardshielgallery.com

01770 700249

The Cameronia

Hotel

Whiting Bay

Tel 700254

Friday 17th March

St Patrick’s
Day Disco
with Disco Dave

9.30pm - late

Saturday 18th March

Johnny Hill
Rhythm and Blues

9.30pm - late

ID will be requested

for, at both dates

H Reg Brava Pick up

Ivor William top

Licensed until Sept 06

MOT until 27/4/06

Well used

£275

Tel 870242
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The Arran Banner 20 years ago

Toothy grins

Schoolchildren on Arran have
possibly the best standards of
dental health in Great Britain,
Ayrshire and Arran Health
Board’s Chief Administrative
Dental Officer has revealed.

Dr David Sutherland said the
results of a survey carried out last
week on all the island’s primary

Saturday 15 March 1986
schoolchildren and those in the
first year of secondary education
showed that fewer children
needed treatment.

Whiting Bay

PTA

Mrs Audrey McArthur’s retire-
ment evening will take place in

Whiting Bay Primary School on
Wednesday, 26 March at 7pm.

It will take the form of a pres-
entation to Mrs MacArthur fol-
lowed by musical entertainment
and cheese and wine.

Arran Against

the Bomb

At the lively meeting on 5 March
many topics were discussed in-
cluding the campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament’s Extended Public
Information Campaign (EPIC)
which is to be officially launched
on 10 April.

Arran’s group hopes to play
some part in this.

Arran Junior

Agricultural

Club

At the 37th annual general meet-
ing in Lagg Hotel on Monday 10
March the following office bear-
ers were elected: chairman - Billy
Irvine, vice-chairman - Archie
Hamilton, secretary - Allan Nicol,
vice secretary - Donald
MacLeod, treasurer - Lillian
Pringle, vice treasurer - Colin
Soutter. Club leaders - Kenneth
Bone, and Susan Barr. Commit-
tee - Vivien Pringle, Christine
McBride, Robin Irvine, Alistair
Barr, Charles Murchie and
Robert Lammie.

Five lucky girls proudly show off their prizes last

Wednesday. They won the The Arran Banner Spot the

Difference Barbie Competition. The sponsors were

Mattel Toys. The winners are, left to right, back row:

Gillian Gall, Lorna Picken and Theresa Deighton. Front

row: Hayley Paterson and Ailie Duncan. b11twe01

Whiting Bay primary pupils Ross Auld, David Morrison and Duncan Russell prepare

for the Music Festival. b11twe02

Ennismor

Hotel

The hotel re-opened on Wednes-
day 19 March for bar lunches and
evening meals.

Pooling

resources

A large turnout of parents and
teachers met to hear and discuss

a new swimming pool for Arran
High School last Friday, indicat-
ing considerable public interest in
the project.

It has become apparent recently
that the school’s present training
pool is virtually at the end of its
useful life.

Coach tours

Some 47 coach tour operators
will visit the island next weekend

with a view to booking coach par-
ties to Arran throughout the sum-
mer.

House for sale

Extended and fully modernised
detached cottage with character
retained set in 1/3 acre garden
ground. Green house attatched
with fully established vine. Ga-
rage. Ideal as permenant or holi-
day home. Fixed price £37,000.

On Saturday 11 March, the anti-
quarians had the privilege of being
guided by archaeologist, David
Aitcheson.

Of the 15 Iron Age structures
which are recorded on Arran, they
visited three Iron Age Forts. The
Glenashdale Iron Age Fort is prob-
ably the best know on Arran. It was
probably an early iron smelting
works.

Previous excavations showed evi-
dence of iron working. It is diffi-
cult to imagine the site thousands
of years before the present forestry
surrounded it. The other two forts
were entirely different, one over-
looking Kildonan, perched on the
cliff top with commanding views
over the Firth of Clyde, and like-
wise the Bennan Head Iron Age
Fort, with the outline of its outer
walls clearly seen, and obviously
easy to defend. The Antiquarians
were fortunate with the weather on
their outing, and David Aitcheson
was able to instruct them with a
great a deal of background infor-
mation as a result of his researches.

David will be talking again to the
antiquarians at their August meet-
ing on another of his subjects, ‘Ar-
ran and its prehistoric European
connections.’

Archaeologist

guides Arran

Antiquarians

Work party

Whiting Bay Improvements work
party at putting green, 10.30am
Saturday, 19 March.

Kilmory 250 club

March results, 1 Duncan
McCormack, 2 Margo McLellan,
3 Jack Phillips.

(Conservative, West of Scotland Region)

will be holding a Surgery in the

Ormidale Meeting Room, Brodick, on

Monday 27th March 2006, between 11am and 12noon.
1

Murray

Tosh MSP
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Cars, Commercial Vehicles and Boats

Buyers should note where standardised silhouettes are used they do not accurately represent the vehicle being sold

Sell your car or boat

for as little as £20 inc.VAT

Contact Fiona on

01770 302142

THIS SPACE COULD

BE YOURS

THIS SPACE COULD

BE YOURS

1959 TRIUMPH

350cc, Taxed and Tested. Full bath tub.

May swap for quad.

£2000 o.n.o.

Telephone

01770 850266

(after 6 p.m.)

1994, Roof rack,

dog cage, tow bar,

12 months MOT,

taxed, Full service

on 6/3/06,

79,393 miles

Telephone

01770

810657

FORD ESCORT 1.8 ESTATE

£875 o.n.o.

S Reg, Mot and

taxed till August

Telephone

07810

728276

PROTON PERSONA 1.6 SLI

£1250

Automatic 1993.

Black with sports

box. Full electrics,

air conditioning,

radio. MOT till

September

Telephone

01770

302352

HONDA ACCORD 2 LI LS

£600

100cc Road Legal

11 months old

For more

details call

01770

601231

QUAD FOR SALE

£1000 o.n.o.

28' x 10', fridge,

cooker, fire,

good condition

Telephone

01631 730522

01852 300159

STATIC CARAVAN ABI RIO VISTA

£3500 o.n.o. 2

1997, Excellent

condition. Must be

viewed.

Telephone

01770

700733

AVONDALE 4 BERTH CARAVAN

£4300

3.1 Turbo Diesel,

Duty model, 3 door

Metallic Grey "99"

MOT & Taxed

Service History

90,000 miles

In very clean

condition

Telephone

07989

989007

ISUZU TROOPER

£4900

HONDA BF 90

OUTBOARD

4 Stroke, purchased new 04/05, only 120hrs,

still 4 years warranty, full service history,

immaculate condition and all extras.

£4800 o.n.o.

Telephone

07789 328103

13FT ORLINEY

STYLE BOAT

Snipe trailer

Honda 7.5hp outboard

Life jackets, oars and anchors

£1500

Telephone

01546 606475

 4 Berths, Furling Headsail, Yanmar 2GM 18hp.2003. New

Jabsco seatoilet. Extensive inventory,cradle included in sale.

An outstanding example of this Alan Buchanan classic.

Viewing is a must. Lying Tighnabruaich.

£11,500 o.n.o.

Telephone

01355 303282 / 07803 970222

weekends 077877 24602

HALCYON 27

Good condition day boat fitted with 40HP

Marina outboard on galvanised trailer.

Used very little (summer holidays only)

and wintered under cover.

£5500

Telephone

01680 812549

ORKNEY 19

FASTLINER

04   54 Ford Mondeo Zetec 1.8 5Dr Hatch Red metallic

04   04 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2 Design 5Dr Hatch Dark red metallic

02   02 BMW 320 Diesel Touring Estate Blue metallic

02   02 Mercedes A 140 5Dr 16,000 miles Silver

02   02 Renault Scenic Expression plus 1.9 DCI Metallic blue

00   W Rover 45 Connoisseur 1.8 16V 4 Dr Black Metallic

00   W Citroen Xsara LX 1.4 LX 1.4 5Dr Hatch White

00   W Citroen Xsara Forte 1.4 5Dr Hatch Red metallic

99   V Audi A3 1.8 5Dr Hatch Racing Green Metallic

97   R Rover 800 2.0 Auto 4 Dr Saloon British racing green metallic

99   T Nissan Primera GX TD 1.8 Diesel 5Dr Hatch Green Metallic

95   N Toyota Rav-4 GX 2.0 4x4 5Dr Est 4x4 Blue / Green Metallic

95   M BMW 318i 4Dr Saloon Alloys Silver

COMMERCIALS

04   04 Ford Transit T200 Connect Sidedoor Van White

03   05 Mitsubishi L200 Double cab 4x4 Blue - Silver

01   Y Mazda B2500 Double Cab 4x4 with colour coded canopy White

01   51 Seat Inca 1.9 Sdi Van, 37,000 miles Dark red metallic

00   X Ford Transit 120 SWB 2.5Di Van White

97   P Toyota Hi-Lux Pickup with Ifor Williams canopy

Tel 01770 840231

Fax 01770 840282

Machrie Garage, Isle of Arran

CM WEIR & SONS
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PROPERTY

Miller Stewart
Solicitors and Estate Agents
Arrans local Estate Agents & Solicitors

Free Pre -Sales Estate Agency Valuations
Our Office in Brodick is the gateway to selling your Property, to a world wide market, with over

66,000 copies of GSPC distributed each week, GSPC Web Site has over 10,000 hits per Day

Call Miller Stewart Estate Agents for a free market Valuation of your Property.

Telephone 01770 302139   Fax 017702145
Email: arranproperty@btconnect.com

LAND FOR

SALE IN

KILMORY

with Outline Planning
Permission for five houses

For more information
please telephone

(01770) 870350 (day)
(01770) 870368 (day)

or (01770) 700760
(evenings and weekends)

SKIPTON

NORTH YORKSHIRE

Self-Catering
Holiday House

Sleeps two/three
Recently refurbished

Well appointed
Telephone

01770 700 422
or 0771 800 5688

RELIABLE PERSON

Wanted

For Holiday Home
Changeover

Saturdays - 3 hrs

Suit mature,
responsible person

Please reply to PO Box No. 915

Part Time

Seasonal

Assistant

required

Apply in writing to

Arran Florists

The Dougals Centre

Brodick

Isle of Arran

Lamlash
Golf Club

Full/Part Time bar
staff required

Telephone
Andy Pattison

on 302707

WANTED

Reliable person/

people wanted to

cook breakfast

and for

housekeeping .

Nice working environ-

ment and good wages.

Ring Neil for details at

Glencloy Farmhouse

Tel 302351

RECRUITMENT

TTTTTHINKING OF SELLING?HINKING OF SELLING?HINKING OF SELLING?HINKING OF SELLING?HINKING OF SELLING?We will be glad to offer a free pre sale valuation

ARRAN ESTATE AGENTS

Invercloy House, Brodick, KA27 8AJ

Telephone 01770 302310/2313                                Fax 01770 302713

E-mail: sales@arranproperties.co.uk                    Website: www.arranproperties.co.uk

Members of The National Association of Estate Agents

15 HAMILTON TERRACE, LAMLASH
OFFERS OVER £150,000
Most attractive and deceptively spacious mid-terrace
house in the much sought after Hamilton Terrace row in
the centre of Lamlash, enjoying an open aspect across
Lamlash Bay. Accommodation comprises entrance
hallway and lounge, dining area, kitchen, bathroom,
ground floor bedroom and two upper floor bedrooms.
Small partially covered yard to the rear. Electric central
heating. Close to all amenities.

HOUSE NO 2, THE SPINNEY,
GLENASHDALE, WHITING BAY

OFFERS OVER £275,000
Most attractive spacious detached villa in beautiful location
at Glenashdale near the centre of Whiting Bay.  The
property is presently under construction with completion
anticipated in the autumn of 2005. It will be similar in size
and specification to the adjacent property pictured above
and the accommodation will comprise spacious Hallway
with Lounge, Dining Room, 1 large Ground Floor Bedroom

with En-Suite Shower Room, Toilet, Dining Kitchen, fitted to a high standard, and small
Utility Room. On the upper floor, there are a further 3 Bedrooms, one with En-Suite
Shower Room plus family Bathroom.  Pleasant southerly aspect with flat garden to the
front and sloping terraced garden to the rear.  The property will be finished to an excellent
standard with double glazing and central heating throughout. Flooring and fitted carpets
will be included.

BELL VIEW, SLIDDERY
FIXED PRICE £175,000
Most attractive detached bungalow with roadside location
in the village of Sliddery enjoying views across open fields
towards the Firth of Clyde.  Accommodation comprises
Front Entrance Vestibule and Hallway, large Lounge, 4
Bedrooms, Bathroom, Shower Room, Kitchen and Utility
Room.  Neat landscaped garden with driveway, garden
shed and greenhouse.  Double glazed throughout.  Oil
fired central heating.  For the last few years the current
owner has been successfully offering Bed and Breakfast from Bellview.

Mr Hodge
of

Wallace Hodge & Company,
Solicitors, Ayr

will be on Arran on

Saturday 18th March 2006
and would be happy to meet with clients old and new to discuss
business matters and their legal affairs. Mr Hodge proposes to
meet various clients homes throughout the day of his visit to
Arran and we would ask that you telephone for an appointment
to be made on 01292 611177.

Please also note that Mr Hodge will be happy to meet with
clients of the former Firm of Thom Matthew & Company,

Kilwinning, whose papers have been transferred to the
custody of Wallace Hodge & Company.

Accommodation

WANTED
URGENTLY

Caravan or similar for

young Brodick man in

full employment

Telephone

302074

SELF-

CATERING

COTTAGE

Blackwaterfoot

Weeks still available
May and June

Telephone
07740 986803
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Society dinner hailed a huge success

Some of the Arran Society of Glasgow  at the Marriott Hotel. From left: President Russell Duncan, with entertainers

Jack Henry and Margaret Preece and guest speakers Lindsay Keir and John Harvey. b11gla01

The annual dinner of the Arran
Society of Glasgow was held in
the Marriot Hotel last Friday.

Seventy five guests attended the
event and in his toast to the Ar-
ran society, president Russell
Duncan listed the groups and in-
dividuals who had benefited from
the society during the past year.

In June of last year Mary
Margaret Brown had a daughter,
Anna, this is the first ever born
to a director.

John Harvey toasted Arran and
spoke of his holidays on the island
since 1973 and of the changes he
has witnessed, especially in
Brodick. Lindsay Keir replied to

the toast with more memories of
Arran. Catherine Murchie pro-
posed the toast to the chair.

Entertainment was provided by
the lovely and talented singer
Margaret Preece, accompanied by
Jack Henry who also entertained
in his own inimitable fashion.
All directors were re-elected at

the AGM of the society held on
Wednesday 1 March in Glasgow.

Catherine Murchie and Mary
Margaret Brown were appointed
as vice presidents. The finances
of the society continue in a sound
state. A recent bequest from Mrs
Edith MacKinnon will add to
their High School awards.

St Brides Ladies

The annual general meeting of St.
Brides Ladies takes place on
Monday, March 20 at 7.30pm.
Anyone not present will miss an
interesting talk by three ladies
from the Heritage Museum.

Please bring ideas for next
year’s syllabus.

Congratulations to Murray
Picken, Kilmory, who achieved
first prize for C.I.T.B Joinery and
Construction Advance Certificate
and a certificate for representing
Reid Kerr as a Scottish finalist in
a skill build competition.

Whiting Bay SWRI

At the business meeting on
Wednesday 1 March, the following
officers and committee members
were elected or re-elected:

President Mrs E McCormack,
Vice President    Mrs A
Baumgartner, Treasurer  Mrs A
Railley, Secretary    Mrs M Devine

Committee members
Mrs M Cheyne, Mrs J Gallacher,

Mrs M Marriot, Mrs A McNeish,
Mrs M Robinson, Mrs I Thomson.
Federation representatives Mrs M
Marriott and Mrs D Smith.

Many thanks to Mrs M Browell
and Mrs M Pringle who counted the
votes.

The winner of the Betty Black
Tray for points awarded in the com-
petitions and exhibitions of 2005/
2006 was Mrs I Thomson.

The Secretary’s report and the
Treasurer’s Report both indicated,
from their different perspectives,
the current healthy state of the
Whiting Bay Institute and were
adopted by members.

During an excellent supper pro-
vided by Mrs M Robinson and Mrs
I Thomson, members were able to
admire the display of winter work
which was a real show case for the
many and varied skills of our mem-
bers. A successful Bring and Buy
Sale was also held. Dates to look
forward to are:

 A joint meeting in the Lesser
Hall, Whiting Bay with Kildonan
and Kilmory SWRIs on Wednesday
5 April. A coffee morning for the
Whiting Bay Village Hall on Mon-
day 17 April.

Murray Picken. b11grd1

Ian Snodgrass
Chief Executive 
Cunninghame House 
IRVINE KA12 8EE

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION 

AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the applications listed below together with the  
plans and other documents submitted with them may be examined at Legal and
Protective Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine* between the hours of 9.00am  and 
4.45pm on weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) excepting Saturdays and Public  Holidays. 

Written representations may be made to the Assistant Chief Executive (Legal and 
Protective Services) at the address below within the specified time  from the date of 
publication of this notice. Any representations received will be open to public view. 

*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (GENERAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURE) (SCOTLAND) ORDER 1992 

Applications for planning permission - Notice to be published in accordance with 
Article 12(5) Written comments to be made within 14 days. 

Application No: N/06/00213/PP Address: Site To The West Of The Bungalow 
Whiting Bay Brodick Isle Of Arran Proposed Development: Erection of a detached 
dwelling house 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Brodick

Bowling Club
The Annual General Meeting

Will take place in
Brodick Church Hall

On Friday 24th March 2006
at 7.30pm.

Any member who is unable to
attend please notify the secretary

on 01770 302360

Lamlash

Bowling &

Tennis Club

All members
please attend

AGM
will be held in the Tennis

Pavilion Lamlash at
7.30pm

on Thursday 30th March.

Shiskine
Practice

Drs Alistair and Libby Grassie retire on 31/3/06 and
Drs Greg and Faye Hamill are taking over the practice.
Patients of the Shiskine practice will automatically be

transferred to the lists of Drs Hamill.

Drs Hamill and Grassie would like to thank you all for
your support during the transition. There is no need to

do anything as this change will be made for you.

CORR
       Corrie Golf Club

AGM
Club Tearoom

Wednesday 5th April
8.00pm

Nominations for committee
members would be greatly

appreciated
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PRIVPRIVPRIVPRIVPRIVAAAAATE CLASSIFIEDSTE CLASSIFIEDSTE CLASSIFIEDSTE CLASSIFIEDSTE CLASSIFIEDS

CLEANING SERVICES

DECORATORS

UNDER £30UNDER £30UNDER £30UNDER £30UNDER £30

FURNITURE

MISCELLANEOUS

WANTED

ROOFING SPECIALSTS

ENGINEERING PRIVATE HIREPRINTERS AND STATION-
ERY

TAXIS

PRINTERS & STATIONERYFURNITURE

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

CARS

TV & SATELITE

PIONEER FREE VIEW receiver
£10 Tel: 01770 860302

HAIRDRESSING

HEALTH

RAFFLE TICKETS - Organising
a prize draw? We can supply
numbered & perforated tickets to
your requirements. Contact The
Arran Banner 01770 302142
PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL -
Organising an event? We can
print your posters, flyers, tickets,
programmes & much more. Con-
tact The Arran Banner 01770
302142
WRITING PAPER & ENVE-
LOPES - Personalised and
matching, an ideal present. Con-
tact The Arran Banner 01770
302142

LAUNCHING TROLLEY. Suit-
able for 11’ dinghy. Tel 830301
LAUNCHING TROLLEY. Suit-
able for 11’ dinghy. Tel 830301

PANASONIC VACUUM
CLEANER with tools, very little
used. £30 Tel: 01770 302569

ABATTOIR & BUTCHERING

BLINDS

GOLDEN WONDER, Kerrs Pink,
White Potatoes, Dirty Carrots. Tel
820218 after 7pm.Can deliver
MONK SEAT, 4” white tiles
(approx 12sqm) Assorted bicycles.
Filter coffee maker. Upright
freezer.Tel 01770 302351
2 x 8’ GATE POSTS, treated and
unused. 2 x 6’ oars, 1 x 4’ steer-
ing oar. 400’ coil of single thread
barbed wire. No reasonable offer
refused. Tel 01770 700453

GREEN 3 seater and 2 single
seaters in green draylon. Good
con. Buyer collects. £30 Tel
840252

KITCHEN UTENSILS

SET OF 3 blue cast iron sauce-
pans, includes casserole dish +
lids £30  Tel 840252

DOMESTIC  APPLIANCES

COUNTRY STYLE  extendable
table and 4 chairs, to include seat
cushions £50 ono Tel 840252

6 BURNER gas hob with oven and
integral extractor canopy. £100.
Tel. The Kinloch 860444
FRIDGE FREEZER  H58” W21”
D24” Exc con. £60  Childs pine
wardrobe £40 Tel 303555

PRINTERS & STATIONERY

BUSINESS CARDS, COMPLI-
MENT SLIPS, & HEADED PA-
PER - Contact Arran Banner Tel:
01770 302142

BOND

ROOFING LTD

The Flat Roof

Specialists

Telephone

01560 600665

Island References

Available

Fenwick, Ayrshire,

KA36EY

A R R A N

Cleaning

Services

• Window Cleaning
• Carpet and Upholstery
• Pressure Washing
• Gutter Cleaning etc.

Tel 01770 303555

Mob 07050 064656

INTERIOR

DECORATING

including Wallpapering,

Tiling, Joinery,

Repairs and

Maintenance

Exterior Work Also

Undertaken

Quality Assured

Free Estimates

PETER JONES 860576

Mobile 0781 8020927

IAN

McCALLUM

TAXIS

700417

Hendry

Hire

Bookings to and

from the ferries.

Tours and weddings

Tel 302274

Stevie’s Decor

Painting and

Decorating

Interior and Exterior

Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall

01770 600168

Mobile 07901592922

SIMON J HORNE (B.A. Hons)

Design & Engineering

Creative and bespoke forged
metalwork inc gates,

balconies etc
using traditional techniques.
Mechanical design solutions.
Decorative and mechanical

restorations.
• Classic wedding car hire •

Tel/fax 850 516
Mobile 07836 743944

ISLAND BLINDS

Supplying vertical, vena-

tion, roller, pleated,

conservatory & velux blinds

on Arran since 1995.

 Unbeatable range of

colours & patterns.

 Estimates & fitting free.

Tel: 01770 302081

Aches, pains, strains,

back ache?

Arthritis

Hay fever, Headaches

Leg Ulcers

ACUPUNTURE

may be the answer for you

Contact Dr. Heather

Prestwich

on 07799 271731

for further information or an

appointment

Home treatment available

VAUXHALL CAVALIER L Reg,
New Battery, new catalytic con-
verter, 2 new tyres,  good condi-
tion inside & out. Offers Tel:
07966382854 or 01770 700755
eves

The Brae SalonThe Brae SalonThe Brae SalonThe Brae SalonThe Brae Salon
(Est 1980)

Blackwaterfoot

Tel: 01770 860456

Open Friday, Saturday and Tuesday

10am - 5pm

Professional hairdressing for

ladies, gents and children.

• Wedding services •

• Freelance available •

• Gift Vouchers •



PERSONALS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHURCH NEWS

ACKNOWLEDGMENT ENGAGEMENT

Arran Free Church

of Scotland

Sunday 19 March. Shiskine
11am. Brodick 7pm. Rev David

Karoon.

Lamlash, Shiskine,

Lochranza and

Pirnmill

Sunday 19 March. Lamlash
Church 11.45am; St Molios,
Shiskine (Sacrament of the

Lord’s Supper) 10.00am. Both
services by Rev Kenneth Fisher.
St Brides, Lochranza 10.30am,
Pirnmill Church, 12 noon. Both
services by Mrs Jean Hunter.

All welcome.

Brodick and Corrie

Churches

Worship will be conducted in
Brodick Church on Sunday 19

March at 10.45am and in Corrie
Church at noon. Tea and coffee
will be avaliable in the hall at

Brodick after the service.

Whiting Bay and

Kildonan Church

Sunday 19 March.
Worship will be conducted by

the minister, Rev Elizabeth
Watson, at 10.30am. Tea and
Coffee will be served in the

transept after the service and
there will be a sale of Traidcraft
goods and cards of the Church.
The Young People’s Group for
all in S2 and older meet in the

Manse at 7pm.

Arran Open Gate

Church

(Pentecostal, linked with New

Life Church Prestwick)

We are a small group of people
meeting in a warm, friendly

environment, enjoying lively
and meaningful worship in

God’s presence.
Telephone: 700424

Kilmory Church

‘A faith to proclaim,
a fellowship to share’.

Sunday 19 March. Public
worship and Sunday school at

10am. Visitors especially
invited. Rev John Webster,

locum.

Holy Cross

Catholic Church

Sunday morning mass 11am.

Scottish Episcopal

Church

(in full communion with the

Church of England)

Sunday 19 March: 11.00 am,
Holy Communion. Mr J.

Roberts. Coffee after service.
Wednesday, 22nd March: noon,

Holy Communion.

Arran Baptist

Church

Sunday 19 March, 11 a.m. in
the Free Church building,

Brodick (beside the Post Office)
Peter Lee

‘The Christian’s Relationships’
1 Peter 3: 1-12.

Arran Free Church

of Scotland

(continuing)

Sunday 19 March. Trust
housing lounge, Brodick, 11am.
Evening service, 5 Glen Road,

Brodick 7pm.
Prayer meeting Wednesday 22

March, 7pm.

Rev D MacLeod.

Witham - Cook

Sarah Witham and Jason Cook married at Lamlash Regis-

try Office on March 11. Both live in Glasgow. Sarah’s father,

Jim Witham, is a registered farrier who visits Arran once a

month to shoe local horses and ponies from Brodick to

Blackwaterfoot. On her wedding day Sarah carried a lucky

horseshoe hand-made by her father.

Save the Children fundraiser

Once again Brodick Golf Club pro-
vided the venue for the annual Save
The Children cheese and wine
fundraiser.

The comfortable surroundings of
the club house ensured a pleasant
evening of social chitchat.

In the absence of Claire
Underdown, Kath Turner opened
the proceedings by welcoming the
assembled company. There fol-
lowed a delicious buffet supper, pro-
vided by the committee. The large
raffle of donated prizes was an im-
portant and entertaining part of

the evening and raised the sum of
£213, while a donation of whisky
added a further £58. Due to illness
and holidays, numbers were done
slightly on our last year but the
very worthwhile sum of £722 was
added to our funds. Kath brought
the evening to a close with a vote
of thanks to: the golf club and staff,
the committee, all who contributed
prizes and those who attended and
gave so generously. The commit-
tee are very appreciative of the
support which makes their efforts
very worthwhile.

ARNOLD (James) –
Sincere thanks to all friends and
neighbours for their kindness,
expressed in so many ways,
over recent weeks during
Jimmy’s final illness. A special
thanks to Rev. Elizabeth
Watson for her pastoral
attention and church service,
bringing warmth and comfort
when those were most needed.
The dedicated and sensitive
care and concern of Dr Tinto,
the district nurses, the
ambulance crew, and the
nursing staff at  Arran War
Memorial Hospital was much
appreciated, as were all the
funeral arrangements by David
Hendry, including the taxi and
flowers from Arran Florists.
Thanks, also, to the Brodick
Bar for friendly hospitality –
Ena, Jim, Ian and Jackie.

ARTHUR (son of the
late Claire and Arthur
Duncan) and ALEXIS
(daughter of Betty and

the late
Finlay MacDonald)

are delighted to
announce their
engagement on
March 11, 2006

Machrie +0.25

Lochranza +0.15

Brodick Bay +0.25

Blackwaterfoot +0.25

Corrie +0.20

Whiting Bay -0.02

Kildonan -0.05

Tides

Tide tables for Lamlash during the week from
Saturday, March 18  2006

are listed below with differences
for major ports listed beneath.

All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

Date a m pm
Sat 02.05 2.8 07.30 0.2 14.06      3.0 19.41  0.2
Sun 02.30 2.8  08.02    0.2    14.39 3.0 20.15  0.2
Mon 02.58 2.8 08.39 0.3 15.12      2.9 20.54  0.3
Tues 03.27 2.7 09.21 0.5 15.47 2.8 21.39  0.5
Wed 03.58 2.6 10.13 0.6 16.27 2.6 22.33  0.8
Thur 04.39 2.4 11.18 0.8 17.22 2.4 23.40  0.9
Fri 05.51 2.3 12.42 0.8 18.55 2.3 **.**  *.*

Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Lamlash)

Saturday

7

7

12

12

12

Saturday, March 18
Dry with light NE winds. Some good sunny spells 7ºC.

Sunday, March 19
Wintry conditions with freshening winds

Temperatures around 8ºC.

Monday and Tuesday
Cold wintry theme continues with hail, sleet and snow showers

expected.

Feeling very cold with temperature as low as -1ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Ardrossan/ Brodick - Moderate

Tarbert/ Lochranza - Moderate
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Cricket club prizegiving dinner

A quieter turnout than usual gathered at the annual Sannox Cricket Club dinner in the

McLaren Hotel. This was owing to competition from the big Destination Arran bash at

the Auchrannie among other things including the ‘blizzard’. Player of the Year trophy

(the Sannox Urn) was presented to Tony Brookes, front row, third from left. The prizes

were presented by Eric Dunn, chairman and new club skip.

Golf...Golf...Golf...Golf...Golf...

Brodick Golf Club -

Ladies section

Tuesday 7 March medal, Silver
S Anderson 94-20=74, Bronze M
Cuthbert 100-25=75. Scratch C
Arthur 92

Brodick Golf Club -

Gents section

Wednesday 5 March, 13 played
on a crisp winter day. 1. C. O’Neil
70-17=53, 2. W. Kroner 72-

15=57 3. K. Robertson 70-12=58
Brodick Wednesday Golf

Wednesday 8 March 1 B.Boal 73-
14=59, 2 G.Jamieson 81-21=60
and N. Frost 84-24=60.

Lamlash Golf Club

Fixtures
Sunday 19 March, friendly

match versus Whiting Bay final
game, 10.30am for 11am start

Sunday 26 March, Winter Cup
final match, 9.30am and noon
starts.

Lamlash Golf Club

- Ladies section

Please note ballot times from
Wednesday 29 March. No 10am
ballot - 1pm and evening only.

Whiting  Bay Golf

Club

Last Sunday’s golf was washed
out due to the inclement weather!

Fixtures
Sunday 19 March. Final fixture

against Lamlash at Lamlash. Tee
off between 10.30 - 11.00. A good
turnout would be appreciated.)

Sunday 26 March. Hunter
Buidael (Old uns V Young Guns)
One tee off at 11.00.

Machrie Bay Golf

Club

Tuesday 13 March in wet and
windy conditions, seven went out
only one returned with Ian
Buchanan, 68.
One magic two, Donald Camp-
bell.

Fixtures
Tuesday 21 March, final Lo-

chranza hotel cup
Saturday 25 March, junior

handicap

Tuesday 28 March final win-
ter cup.

Corrie Golf Club

Monday 6 March, monday
competition. First, John
McConnachie 35+32=67-

13=54, second P Moran
38+34=72-17=55, third I
Buchanan 34+33=67-8=59bih.
Five magic twos.

Saturday 11 March, winter cup,
first  T Cotton 38+35=73-17=56,
second S Beardsley 34+36=70-
12=58, third and scratch J

McGovern 32+35=67-8=59.
Nine magic twos.

Fixtures
Saturday 18 March, winter cup

final round at noon. Wednesday
5 April, club agm at 8pm. Mon-
day 15 May, spring trip to
Carradale, notice at clubhoise.

LAST WEEK’S BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN

£400

JACKPOT

I enclose £1 (note) for 10 crosses (tick box) � The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 10,

but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.

No photocopies allowed.        You agree to abide by the rules.

How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Ten crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Crosses must not overlap

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Ball’ Competition, Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8AJ

All you have to do

We have removed the football from

the photograph opposite.  Now

look carefully at the position of the

players and use your skill and

judgement to place a cross at the

exact point where you think the

centre of the ball was.  You may

have a maximum of 10 attempts on

this coupon at a cost of £1.  If you

wish to have more attempts, you

must enter on separate coupons.

The game starts with a jackpot of

£250 and will increase by £50 per

week until it is won outright.

  To win the jackpot, the centre of

your cross must be in the exact

centre of the ball.

Entry will be void if crosses

overlap.  Prizes will be shared

between those submitting correct

entries.

If no correct entry is received, two

‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be

awarded.  When the jackpot is

won, no other prizes will be

awarded that week.

Easy to enter

Cut out your completed coupon

and put your entry plus £1 (note

not coin) per 10 attempts into a

sealed envelope and post it to

reach "Spot the Ball" Competition,

Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of

Arran, KA27 8AJ by 4pm on

Wednesday.

  You may hand it into The Arran

Banner Office in Brodick by the

same time.  Otherwise all entries

must be posted.

Competition Rules

No responsibility will be accepted

for entries which are delayed,

mislaid or lost, and proof of

posting cannot be accepted as

proof of delivery.

The company’s decision will be

final on all matters relating to the

competition and no

correspondence will be entered

into. The final decision rests with

the Company.

In the event of more than one

correct entry, the jackpot will be

shared equally between all

winning entries. Any decision

regarding the awarding of a prize

is entirely at the discretion of the

Company.

The Company reserves the right

to declare the competition null and

void at any time, subject to its

discretion and to make full refund

of the price of the coupon to any

person who has entered the

competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times

Limited, their immediate relatives

and any persons otherwise

connected with the competition

are ineligible to enter.

This week’s two near misses who each receive £25 are: David Lloyd,
Felmemris Guest House, Corrie and F Langley, Corrie

PARKING

at

Balmichael

Visitor Centre

�Open 10 a.m. - 8 p.m. every day

�Bring £1 coins or buy a digicard from the Lemon Tree
(Balmichael Visitor Centre) or the Book and Card Shop
(Brodick)

�Seven Indoor Bays and Four Outdoor bays

�Target Greens and distance markers

�Clubs available

�All welcome

Any enquiries to Gordon Stewart on 860530

or Donald Currie on 860251
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A number of Arran rugby play-
ers, past and present, represented
the island in the Arran Exiles
fourth tour at Edinburgh North-
ern.

The match was played  in cold
and damp conditions on 25 Feb-
ruary in Inverleith Park and for
the first time there were plenty
of players with at least some con-
nection to Arran, and very few
‘ringers’ were required.

The conditions did not put off
the travelling support who turned
out in numbers to cheer on the
away side.

However, they were ultimately
to be disappointed as the Exiles
went down 15 - 0.

This scoreline is no disgrace
given that Northern are currently
sitting on top of the Edinburgh
District league and hope to be
promoted back to the National
leagues this season.

A good performance was put in
by all concerned (despite the pre-
match celebrations the previous
night).

In particular half-backs Iain
Ferguson and Jamie Murchie con-
trolled the game well, Colin Tinto
and James Primrose were tireless
in the loose, Frazer Barr showed
a lot of attacking flair at full-back

Exiles’ capital

punishment
Edinburgh Northern 15

Arran Exiles 0

and captain for the day Alasdair
Ferguson also had a good game
with strong work in the scrums
and several carries.

Special mention however should
go to our joint players of the day,
Murray Picken and Donald
Murchie who both proved a hand-
ful for the Northern defence.

The game started badly for the
Exiles when flanker Alan
MacLeod dislocated his shoulder
in the first tackle and had to be
taken to hospital.

However, after that the team re-
grouped and started playing good
rugby but the lack of match prac-
tice proved a problem in the pack
and Exiles possession was turned
over too often in contact.

It was following one such turno-
ver that Northern scored their first
try. Quick ball was fired out to
their full back and their player of
the day, who broke up the touch-
line but, under pressure from Sam
Wheeler, he off-loaded the ball to
their right winger to dot down in
the corner.

The Exiles nearly returned the
favour just before half time when
a chip downfield was chased
down by Strathclyde University
stand off Jamie Murchie and
Catacol holidaymaker Robin
Lyon. Northern however man-
aged to shepherd the ball into

touch and then steal the resultant
line out ball.

At the start of the second half
quick ball from the Exiles found
second row Mark Whetton loi-
tering on the wing. Some strong
running saw him break the defen-
sive line and, had he noticed the
omnipresent James Primrose
charging up on the outside, it
would have definitely resulted in
a try.

The Exiles did not deserve to
lose another two tries which both
came towards the end of the game
when tired legs left the covering
defence flailing.

A good day was had by all and
the Edinburgh Northern hospital-
ity was excellent.

The next tour, which is likely to
be back to Leeds in August.

Organisers hope the good turn-
out bodes well for the senior team
on the Island restarting. It is
hoped a fixture can be arranged
between the two in the future.

Squad: Alasdair Ferguson (c),
James Primrose, Douglas Primrose,
Mark Whetton, James Hill, Alan
MacLeod, Bert Ramage, Colin
Tinto, Iain Ferguson, Jamie
Murchie, Tom Wheeler, Murray
Picken, Robin Lyon, Sam Wheeler,
Frazer Barr, Donald Murchie, Ally
Judge, Craig Ingham, Calum Rae,
Alan Johnston, James Church,
Toby Gregory.

Shiskine Bridge
Results for Monday 7 March
tournament.

N/S: 1 I McArthur and E
McKellar +2470, 2 D Scobie and
D Bruce +710. E/W: 1 J MacLure
and A McKelvie +1130, 2 C Bone
and M McGill +770, 3 J&J
Beattie +630.

Bridge results

Brodick Bridge Club
Results for Thursday 9 March.
NS: 1  R and J McBride
+540, 2  M Alexander, M. McGill-
10, 3  J. and J. Murchie-1020.

EW: 1  J. Maclure, A.
McKelvie+2460, 2  H. Boyd, L.
Paul+1750, 3  C. Bone, E.
Sillars+1670.

Lamlash Bridge Club
Results for Monday 6 March. N/
S: 1 M Cumming and E Paul
+1390, 2 J & J Beattie +1040, 3 J
& J Murchie +510.

E/W: J McClure & A McKelvie
+2880, 2 H Boyd & M Alexan-
der +1030, 3 E McKellar & E
McArthur+20.

Lyle Bunyan with his sister Nicole after hearing the news they had won. b10ger01

A lucky Brodick family were the
winners in The Arran Banner
Rangers Ticket Promotion that
featured in edition 1532.

Fourteen-year-old Nicole
Bunyan was shocked to hear her
name had been drawn from a hat
on Tuesday to claim the prize.

But her success didn’t end at
that. When her mother Jill con-
tacted Ibrox to claim the tickets
the club generously gave them
another pair meaning the whole
family were able to go along to
the match last Saturday.

The entire family are Rangers
supporters but this was the first

time they had been to any match.
Nicole is a young athlete and her

weekend schedule is regularly
packed with taking part in sport-
ing fixtures.

She gave up her cross country
event last Saturday to see Rang-
ers clash with Kilmarnock and
beat the away team 4-0. Nicole
got to see her idol, Rangers cap-
tain Barry Ferguson, play live on
the pitch.

Jill said: ‘We had a really bril-

Nicole’s first family fixture

liant day, the ground looked to be
almost full to capacity.

‘It is just so different seeing it
live - we all got completely sucked
in. Our seats were excellent.
Nicole now wants to be a season
ticket holder.’

Arran Pool League final league table
P  W D   L   F      A GOB Pts

Aldersyde       16       13     1   2 125 62     11   40
Cameronia       16       10     3   3 115 75     11   33
PHT       16       10     1   5 108 84      8    31
Breadalbane       16       9     2   5 108 79      8    29
Bar Eden       16       8     1   7 87 95      7    25
Corrie       16       8     1   7 87 96      7    25
Lagg       16       5     2   9 91        93     14    17
Mac’s Bar       16       2     2  12 84       111      4     8
Catacol       16       0     1  15 53       139      5     1

The Aldersyde have retained the
Arran Pool League after the final
round of games.
Fixtures: Finals day, Sunday 19
March at PHT, 3.00pm. Singles
players I Ferguson, E Ingram, A
Picken, E Picken. Doubles: (I
Ferguson, C Galloway), (A and M
Picken), (E Ingram, J McPherson),
(D Smith, E Picken).
Champion of champions:

Cameronia, 3pm Sunday 26 March,
best two players from each team
play for trophy.

Aldersyde successfully defend Arran Pool League title

Chartered Surveyors
Surveys · Probate Reports · Letting

Commercial & Residential Sales
Free Pre-Sale Valuation

Robert N. Brass & Associates

Arran Estate Agents

Invercloy House, Brodick
sales@arranproperties.co.uk

 01770 302310/313
 Members of National Assoc of Estate Agents

Book now for 2006

(limited availability)

 New B&B Booking Service

Open Seven Days A Week till 7.30pm.

New Owners join us now for 2006

Tel: 08440 504 504

(Calls Charged At Local Rate)

Email: holidays@arran-hideaways.co.uk
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