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Aman Roads Slowly Eroding Dvan

Any road defects, plaase phone:
Oi770 600338 ar 01770 302574
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Tan Small with one of his road signs warning of Arran Roads Slowly Eroding Down.
b05roa0l

I’1l risk arrest says sign man

Arran Community Councillor Ian Small expects
to be arrested for putting these special signs
around the island today warning of the appalling
state of Arran roads.

Roads have been a cause for complaint for
many years. Despite the best efforts of North
Ayrshire Council, the condition of the roads
has deteriorated and potholes seem to appear
everywhere. Now one Brodick resident has had
enough. lan Small recently had an accident in his
van after hitting a pothole in Lamlash. He said:
‘It cost me over £1,000 in repairs. Andy Pattison

of Pirnmill and John Adams have had similar
nasty experiences. We’ve had enough.’

Ian has had these signs specially made in the
same style as the BEAR signs that warn of
defects on mainland roads. They should be ap-
pearing in various spots around the island today
(Friday). ‘I want people to ring the two numbers
if they think the roads are bad,” he said. ‘Maybe
then the politicians will put some proper money
into Arran roads. I don’t care if I get arrested; it
will be worth it.” The two telephone numbers are
the local council offices and police station.

14 day
lifeline for

Aromatics

‘Window of opportunity to attract additional new
investment and ensure survival’ - MSP Kenneth Gibson

Arran Aromatics was offered
a lifeline this week and given
a further two weeks to pay a
huge tax bill.

According to Arran’s MSP
Kenneth Gibson, Her Maj-
esty’s Revenue and Customs
(HMRC) has given Arran Aro-
matics until February 13 to sta-
bilise the company and resolve
outstanding difficulties.

Last week the Arran Banner
reported that the island based
toiletries and candle manu-
facturer was expected to pay
a £180,000 unpaid tax bill by
last Friday.

On Tuesday Mr Gibson MSP
said: ‘I have again been in
touch directly with HMRC. In
consultation with Minister for
Enterprise Jim Mather MSP
and Halifax Bank of Scotland,
HMRC has given Arran Aro-
matics an extended period of
grace up until Friday February
13 to stabilise the company
and resolve outstanding dif-
ficulties.

“This window of opportunity
gives the company a chance to
attract additional new invest-
ment and ensure survival.’

Mr Gibson said that while
he is confident that the Arran
Aromatics brand will survive,
the issue now is ensuring that

MSP Kenneth Gibson

itsurvives and thrives on Arran
and continues to manufacture
on the island.

‘I have provided Strategy
Consultants, who are assisting
with the implementation of the
Enterprise Finance Guarantee
Scheme, with phone numbers
and email addresses of the rel-
evant Arran Aromatics, HBOS
and HMRC contacts,’ said the
MSP.

This week, Arran Aromatics
managing director Alastair
Rennick was unavailable for
comment however, a person
claiming to be an employee of
the company wrote a lengthy
piece on The Banner com-
munity forum concerning the
company’s recent actions.

The employee wrote: ‘Arran
Aromatics is in no imminent
threat to all jobs on the island.

Having worked for them for
some considerable period, I
am more than comfortable with
that statement.

‘The situation concerning the
banks was due to the economic
climate and the issue with
HMRC. The bank decided,
as all banks have with small
companies in the economic
downturn, that they could not
offer Aromatics the same line
of credit facility as previously
held.

“The bank wrongly held the
company to ransom, thus freez-
ing their accounts and putting
the livelihood and families of
employees at risk. However,
the company have paid off
most of the credit facility at
the bank’s request, not that
there was much doubt that they
could, and have continued to
promote a strong outcome to
their work force.

‘Admittedly, there were mis-
takes made and the bank pan-
icked in light of the frightener
put in a national newspaper, and
taking the matter to court.’

Mr Gibson added: ‘A modest
stay of execution from HMRC
has been won, however there
is a long hard road ahead be-
fore the company is out of the
woods.’

John Thomson Gonstruction Ltd

Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers
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Lamlash, Isle of Arran
www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk
Telephone: 01770 600242 Fax: 01770 600714

Full Design Service * Extensions Alterations * Repairs * Joinery
Glazing * Plastering & Roughcasting Roofing Replacement ¢ Double
Glazing * Kitchens * Roads & Bridges Construction * Tarmacadam &

Concrete Surfacing ¢ Excavation & Drainage

Any Job Large or Small - Estimates Free
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Cally Isles
back in
record time

Arran’s own ferry, MV Cal-
edonian Isles came back into
service last Sunday after one
of the quickest annual services
on record.

Caledonian MacBrayne re-
gional manager Robbie Brown
said: ‘It’s the fastest service
turnaround I can ever recall.
She was away for just two
weeks up in the Garvel dock
at Port Glasgow.’

Mechanical problems

Asreported in the Banner, the
Cally Isles was in need of repair
work to the gearbox after me-
chanical problems in the weeks
running up to Christmas.

Robbie said: ‘It was mostly
engine work this time, includ-
ing fitting a new clutch.

‘In the passenger areas there
is anew carpet in the lobby and
new coverings on some bulk-
heads, a few additional lights
and some upholstery work in
the front Goatfell lounge.

‘Her sea trials were quite sat-
isfactory but the crew worked
exceptionally hard to clean her
up on Friday and Saturday to
come back in service for the
first sailing on Sunday.’

Relief ferry MV Clansman
left the Arran run at 8.45pm
on Saturday and headed off
to Barra.

She called in at Coll and
Castlebay to drop off the pas-
senger ramps used for the
two weeks at Ardrossan and
Brodick.

The Clansman arrived in Stor-
noway at 3.20pm on Sunday
ready to take up the Stornoway
to Ullapool sailings.

o

i

i T
3

*

Brodick Castle. boscasor

Brodick Castle to open five days

Brodick Castle, one of the
island’s premier visitor at-
tractions, will be open to the
public for five days a week
this season.

From Sunday to Thursday it
will operate as normal and on
Fridays and Saturdays it will
only be open for pre-booked
coach parties and specialised
tours. This is seen by the Trust
as the best way of cutting costs

while still being fully open on
the busiest days of the week.

Castle administrator Ken
Thorburn feels that this is good
news following warnings from
the National Trust for Scotland
earlier this month that some
properties including Brodick
Castle may have to close for
two days a week due to revenue
losses across the board.

Dee Maclntosh, director of

policy and communication for
NTS said: “We have completed
a cost saving plan for Brodick
Castle that will be ratified by
the Trust’s board sometime in
early February.

‘At the moment these plans
include proposals to restrict
access to the castle on a Friday
and a Saturday — these are the
changeover days so they tend
to be quieter.’

ARRAN HAULAGE SERVIGES LTD

Home Farm, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 8DD

Tel: 01770 302777

Fax: 01770 302500

Email: info@arranhaulage.co.uk

Daily mainland collections
and deliveries

PARCELS

GAS DEALER FOR THE ISLAND

Propane : Barbecues
Butane : Cookers

GLASGOW DEPOT

Temperature Controlled

Competitive rates
for all building materials -

Coal merchant

FULTON

decorators

MIRAMAR, LAMLASH

W Est, 1985 =il

TEL/FAX 01770 600705 -

\/

* All paintwork undertaken
A * Any job, large or small

* Paper hanging

* Floor sanding & sealing

* Phone Gavin Fulton for
a free estimate

BGG

HEGIEEN

For LaNDscAPING & GROUND WORKS

Gardens designed and built
Reliable routine grass & hedge cutting

Grounds maintenance contracts - Logs
Garden tidy - Ground clearance - Tree work
Fencing - Drives - Paths - Patios - Decking
Walls - Drainage - Septic tanks - Foundations
New lawns — Turf or seed - Concrete & Tar work

For full details see www.broombrae.co.uk

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS
& GGARDENS LTD isie of arran.

Assoc. of Professional Landscapers

Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

Staff

cuts at
Arran

Brewery

‘We have always bottled some of
our ales in Hull but we have
decided to increase the volume
in recent months’ - Gerald Michaluk

Arran Brewery has been forced
to make four staff members re-
dundant after deciding to bottle
the majority of the company’s
beer on the mainland.

Managing director Gerald
Michaluk said that the com-
pany would only fill bottle
conditioned ales on Arran, the
other beers will be bottled in
Hull.

Mr Michaluk is the managing
director of Marketing Manage-
ment Services International
Limited (MMSI), the company
that bought the brewery from
Richard and Elisabeth Roberts
in May last year.

He said: ‘Four staff members
in total have been let go but one
is on non-paid extended leave
so they may well be brought
back into the company some-
time in the future.

‘We have always bottled
some of our ales in Hull but
we have decided to increase the
volume in recent months.’

He told The Banner that
despite having to make redun-
dancies at the firm, the business

was doing well.

Hilary Jones has recently
been appointed operations
director at the brewery. She
will be based on the mainland
but will spend a lot of time on
the island.

‘I’m really excited about the
brewery’s future,” she said. ‘I
previously worked for Scottish
Newcastle breweries in Edin-
burgh so I have a lot of experi-
ence in brewery operations. In
the next couple of months I will
be looking at the best way to
run the brewery here on Arran
to help the business grow and
improve.’

Marketing Management
Services International Lim-
ited (MMSI) bought the Ar-
ran Brewery Company for an
undisclosed sum in May last
year after administrators were
called in.

The Arran Brewery opened
to full production at Cladach
in February 2000 and has
received many awards for the
quality of Arran Blonde and
Arran Ale.

MURGHIE SAND & GRAVEL LTD

CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS

ALL FORMS GROUNDWORK &
CONCRETE WORKS
Plant Hire - 5- 21 tonne excavators, 4 CX,

telehandlers, 7.5-20 tonne tipper lorries,
tipper grab & low loader

Ready mix concrete-competitive prices with delivery
throughout the island.

Drainage & landscaping-including land drains, house
drains & septic tanks.

All types of quality sands, gravels & building materials supplied
Filtration media delivered throughout the U.K.

Tel/Fax: 01770 303606 Email: mgsltd@tiscali.co.uk
Ivy Cottage Quarry, Brodick




www.arranbanner.co.uk

THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 31 January, 2009

Good old Irish
knees-up for

Tom’s birthday

Tom Dolan of Brodick cel-
ebrated his 70" birthday last
Saturday night with a grand
party at the McLaren Hotel.

Fourteen of his family had
made the trip over from Ire-
land for the occasion.

They were joined by many
local friends for a buffet and a
good old Irish knees-up.

Music was provided by an
Arran folk group assembled
for the evening at short notice
by Joe Trickett, comprising
Donal Boyle on fiddle, Jon
Hollingworth and George Pet-
tigrew on guitar and Joe on his
squeezebox.

Tom came to Arran 30 years
ago from his native County
Longford in the Irish Mid-
lands.He came with a con-
struction company to work
on the new sewer pipeline
running from Brodick Primary
School to Pellegrini’s café
(where the Book and Card
Shop is now).

Finished

After 12 months the job was
finished and the company
moved on, but Tom stayed.

In November 1980 he mar-
ried local girl Helen Dickie
and they set up home in Brath-
wic Place.

Over the years he has turned
his hand to a variety of occu-
pations ranging from running
the bar at the Ormidale for
Tommy Gilmore to building
work with John Corbett and
John Thomson Construction.

On Monday he said: ‘It was
so good to see the family all
together and so many friends
helping me to celebrate. The
staff at the McLaren have
done a wonderful job in look-
ing after them all. All the fam-
ily left on the 11.05am boat
and there were a few tears.

‘We’ll have to have another
party when I’'m 80.

Arran folk group playing at Tom Dolan’s birthday party. They are; Donal Boyle, Jon
Hollingworth, George Pettigrew and Joe Trickett.

b05mus01

Maureen Hughes, Joe and Margaret Callaghan and Franchesca Griffin.

AN
Tom and Helen Dolan, centre, with family James, Patrick and Katherine Dolan, Charlie,
Michelle, Nicole, Shannon and Sinead Gallagher, Tom and Marion Farrell, Larry and
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News from Arran Music
and Drama Club

Last Thursday evening, Brod-
ick Village Hall echoed to the
sound of lots of laughter as the
Arran Music and Drama Club
held the first run through of the
hilarious lines from their next
musical.

The Best Little Whorehouse
in Texas is a most entertaining
show that is very funny with
a number of catchy songs in a
Bluegrass style.

New musical director, David
Payn, the conductor of Arran
Brass, is leading the club in
their newest musical venture
that will be performed over

several nights in May. The
group have also been encour-
aged by the number of new
people —of all ages —who have
joined this year.

However, there is still time
for more to people to join. If
you would like to be a part of
the fun with Arran Music and
Drama Club then come along
to Brodick Hall on Thursday
at 7.30pm.

The club are holding their
annual Jumble Sale today (Sat-
urday January 31) in Brodick
Hall from 12pm to 3pm. See
you all then!

Police Files

Coal theft

Five bags of coal were reported
as stolen from Claveron Cot-
tage in Lamlash between 4pm
and 4.20pm last Wednesday.
Following police enquiries two
Lamlash youths were charged
with the theft and a report sent
to the Children’s Reporter.

Breach of the peace

A 25-year-old Stewarton man
was arrested and charged with
alleged breach of the peace at
8pm in the McLaren Hotel,
Brodick on Tuesday.

He was due to appear at Kil-
marnock Sheriff Court on
Wednesday.

Cycle signs

before
summer

A series of road signs de-
signed to warn drivers of the
presence of cyclists are to be
implemented along the road
between Brodick and Corrie
before the summer.

Councillor Margie Currie
said: ‘The council will be
erecting dedicated cycle
signs at strategic points on
the road verge. They have
authority to do this without
a public consultation and 1
have been assured that it will
be in place for this summer
season.’

The death of a cyclist on
one of Arran’s roads last
summer prompted concerned
islanders to campaign for
a safer route for bicycle
users.

Since then Councillor Cur-
rie and North Ayrshire Coun-
cil’s access officer Louise
Kirk have taken action to
improve the safety of the
road.

All
Groundworks
from
foundations
to finish

Mafshalls

Concrete Works
Floors, Driveways, Walls, etc.

Hard Landscaping
Marshalls Approved
Contractors

Patios, Paths, Driveways, Walls

Foundationsz

House, Workshops, Garages,
Extensions, Foundations, left
ready for Kit House

House Building
Various options
Danwood kits

Design service availlable

mll-!ll

.....

GROUNDWORKS Lid

Brick/Blockwork
All forms

Drainage

House Drains, Septic Tanks,
Land Drains, Water Fipes
Plant Hire

Excavators (all sizes),
Telehandler, Mixers, Dumpers,
Rollers, Tippers (inc. grab)

Phone now for a FREE Quotation!
Tel: 01770 303971 Fax: 01770 303847
The Pier, Brodick, Isle of Arran, KA27 BAU

E: info@armitagegroundworks.co.uk W: www.armitagegroundworks co.uk
Civil Engineering & Groundwork Contractors

BUILDING

M.B.S.

AND TIMBER
Whiting Bay 700202

SCAFFOLD & TOOL HIRE

*Tool Hire Per Day, Weekend or Weekly

*Drills

*Saws

*Cutters

*Props

* Dehumidifier

* Pressure Washer
*Wallpaper Stripper

* Haki Quick Form Scaffold CITB Registered
OPEN Monday-Saturday 8.30 a.m.- 5 p.m.

SUPPLIES
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Fiona Tinto

of Lamlash graduated with a BA(Hons) in English Litera-
ture and Theatre Studies at Trinity College, Dublin.

A family’s farew

Sandy Lyle

Sandy Lyle was the son of
George and Bette Lyle of Whit-
ing Bay who have made Arran
their home for 40 years after a
lifetime of family holidays on
the island.

Having been brought up,
lived, married and had three
sons in London, Sandy had
lived the final years of his life
in Llandovery, South Wales.

When he knew he was go-
ing to die his request was that
he be cremated there and his
ashes taken home to Arran
and scattered on the beach at
Kildonan. His love of Arran
was lifelong.

The family and close friends
came from London, Stirling,
Glasgow, Lamlash and Whiting
Bay for the occasion.

Seventeen of them were to-
gether at the stunning setting of
the Kildonan Hotel on Saturday
morning.

When Sandy was younger and
his parents lived in Colliebeg, it
was just a quick walk through
the field to the Kildonan Hotel
bar.

Sandy’s ex-wife, Christine,
had gone for a stroll there ear-

lier in the morning with her son
and his fiancé, when she took
a tumble and had to be driven
back to the War Memorial
Hospital in Lamlash. X-rays
confirmed that she had broken
her wrist!

It was a traumatic start to the
proceedings.

She managed to get back to
the hotel with her wrist im-
mobilised, and the ‘ceremony’
began.

Jenny, Sandy’s sister, read the
words of the poem from the
Queen Mother’s funeral: “You
can shed tears that he is gone,
or you can smile because he
lived...” and said a few words
about her brother.

Ashes Scattered

Leaving his mother Bette in
the hotel, the group moved
down to the beach, where his
ashes were scattered, along
with those of his much loved
lurcher dog, Sable, who had
died earlier and whose own
ashes he had kept close to
him.

It was very fitting that both
should rest together. It was
a sad but poignant moment,
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In a fitting end to a lifelong love of Arran, Sandy Lyle’s
ashes were scattered on Kildonan beach last weekend.

with a beautiful lament played
on the pipes by young Andrew
Earle of Kilmory.

Plenty of tears were shed, but
it seemed such a fitting end
on the beautiful windswept
beach.

After a toast of champagne
to Sandy on the shore, the
group returned to the hotel for
lunch, then all met up again
that evening for a dinner at
Auchrannie; a fitting end to
quite a day. JS
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Jfrom Braehead Farm, Sliddery
Delivered frozen to your door, at a time convenient to you.

No order too small.

Tel 870348
CLOSED SUNDAYS

For orders or Pricelist contact Brachead Beef & Lamb
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CUT THIS OUT AND KEEP THE NUMBER IN A SAFE PLACE

' McMillan’s chemory |

Locally owned by CRAIG and IRENE McMILLAN

hﬁGHRPET AND UPHOLSTERY CLEANING )
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I Y RN

Scottish Franchise of the Year 1999/2000
UK Entrepreneur of the year 2001/2002

I Your caring and professional Arran Carpet and Upholstery Cleane:*;

#600053 recrrone 0800 2981295

REMOVALS

REMOVALS : STORAGE : DISTRIBUTION

Local - Long Distance - Continental - Estimates Free

Contact Hugh McClelland on 840272

'

UNIT 7, CADZOW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
HAMILTON, ML3 7QU
Tel: (01698) 283314 - 283555.
Fax (01698) 286677

teers?

What would our Island do without its volun-

An excellent talk and power point presenta-
tion by Chris Traill, ably assisted by Fiona
Laing, put the residents of Corrie and Sannox
at ease to learn, that although the First Respond-
ers duties lay from Whitefarland to Lochranza,
they were prepared to respond to a call out to
our villages should it be necessary.

It was a surprise to all that these volunteers,
the first line of assistance in an emergency, were

First Responders talk for Corrie
and Sannox Wednesday Club

responsible not only for the maintenance but
the provision of their expensive equipment,
for training at their own expense and for up-
grading their skills regularly and in their own
time, through exams.
They demonstrated simple first aid to CPR.
Alastair Aitkenhead hopes to hold a ceilidh

to fundraise to

group, the members of Corrie and Sannox
Wednesday Club, providing the supper.
Please support them.

support this very worthwhile

Arran Music
Festival 2009

This is a reminder for all Ar-
ran Music Festival performers
—individuals and groups — that
your entry forms should all
be sent in by Monday Febru-
ary 10.

All schools have copies of
the poems and syllabuses are
still available at many island
shops.

If you have difficulty in ob-
taining a syllabus or entry form
please contact the festival sec-
retary Tony Smith on 700203.
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KRISP PRINT

Tel - 01586 554975 - Fax - 01586 554903 + email - staff@krispprint.co.uk
Burnbank, Burnside Street, Campbeltown, Argyll. PA28 6JD
Al

QUALITY PRINTER & STATIONERY SUPPLIER
2009 SPECIAL OFFER - PRINT PRICES,HELD FOR ONE MONT

DON'T DELAY CONTACT US

| ¥

DON’T MISS OUT!

ALL ORDERS PLACED BEFORE
31ST JANUARY 2009, WILL PAY

TODAY WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS

H ONLY!

»

LAST YEARS PRICES.

Carmpbalfoicrn Comsri|
2 a0 i iy

BEST FOR
NEWS,
VIEWS &
PHOTOS

THE ARRAN
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Spirit of hope for Britain

Following the recent election of Barack Obama as US President
and the consequent lift in morale of the American people, Ar-
ran’s councillor Margie Currie questions whether Britain can
also bounce back from the credit crunch and recession in the

economy.

If we take stock where is the
UK today in global terms?

Is there any government ca-
pable of taking these islands
forward? I can’t see it myself
so I am a little envious of the
spirit of hope in America.

Over the last 10 years the UK
government has forced every
EU constraint on our industry
without us enjoying many of
the true benefits of European
free trade.

We may be experiencing the
credit crunch but if those of
us who have been prudent and
responsible are to continue
to be punished for this by the
falling value of assets plus a
practically nil rate of interest
on savings accounts where is
the incentive to rise from the
ashes?

Low interest rates are essen-
tial for businesses and mort-
gage holders in this recession
but this could be provided by
government loans, and savers
should continue to receive a
modest rate of interest other-
wise any incentive for invest-
ment totally destroyed.

Adherance

Britain’s move from heavy
industry was to lighter engi-
neering such as the motor trade,
which is now also rapidly going
down. The UK adherence to
work to rule and to interpret
literally every EU directive has
rendered us uncompetitive in
many spheres.

Manufacturing industries
which produced the wealth in
this country from the industrial
revolution until the mid-20th

Councillor Margie Currie.
b05mar01

century have been replaced by
modern electronics in which
we have been surpassed by
China, Japan and the Far East
and the financial sector - that
virtual world that has brought
our reputation and our econo-
my to its knees.

We have exported our great-
est medics and scientists over
many years often because they
were constrained in their work
by practices in the UK.

Sterling is no longer a force
in the world economy. Britain
is only half in the European
Union. We thought that we had
something worth preserving in
this country that kept us from
fully integrating with the EU
but we have fallen between
two stools.

Scotland, however, would
stand a better chance if it was
a full member of the EU in its
own right. UK tourism survives
by a thread (and a weak pound)
on the strength of our history
and the Monarchy.

The latest EU Working Time
Directive for the 48-hour work-

ing week is the next nail in our
coffin.

Wealth or success was never
created by people who counted
the hours they worked. Em-
ployment law is important to
prevent exploitation, but to
enforce a maximum work-
ing time on those who are fit
and able and willing to work
longer hours is economically
suicidal.

Deluding

Britain still deploys the armed
forces as if we were a global
power, but we are deluding
ourselves if we believe that.
Socially, morally, and histori-
cally we may have distinguish-

ing attributes but our reputation
globally falls short of our own
self-beliefs. Barack Obama
may have phoned Gordon
Brown but in truth we are pretty
low on the USA radar.

Back to work is usually the
answer at such junctures but we
need to find the work first. We
might start by recognising the
prudence of securing a home-
grown food supply. Coupled
with self sufficiency in energy
we might then have a more
sustainable country.

We must all live in hope, but
I can’t quite see the equivalent
of the Obama Bounce in this
country.

Fiona
dances
her way

Arran’s senior highland danc-
er, Fiona Clarke of Shiskine,
went to a dancing competi-
tion in Erskine last Saturday
and won six medals and two
trophies.

This was her first time com-
peting on the mainland and

to success gﬁ'@

Fiona Clarke back, with Arran’s only other hlghland

dancer, Heather Snowdon.

b05dan01

she was delighted with her
trophy haul. Fiona and her
mum Liz will be making their
way to the ferry again this
Saturday for a dancing com-
petition in Denny and again on
February 22 for another one in
Clydebank.

Collinton

Suppliers and Installers
of Nibe Log Burning Stoves

Tel: 01292 614400
www.callinton. com
Heta: approvedinstallers

[t pays to advertise in the

ARRAN BANNER

DIRECT 4=

— T 01274
S0-2005

Freephone 0800 085 7906

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport  £30.00
Prestwick Airport  £25.00
Glasgow Centre £38.00
Irvine £15.00
Crosshouse £21.00
Kilmarnock £23.00
Troon Harbour £21.00
Ayr £30.00
Ayr Hospital £32.00
Seamill Hydro £14.00
Largs £21.00
Let us transport you
DIRECT

to your destination

Return bookings and other
prices on request.

Open 7 days a week
Mon - Sat 9.30am - 5pm

Sun 10.30am - 5pm

WINTER STOCK
CLEARANCE

Gents Navy Fleece Jacket
SM - XXL £9.99

3-in-1 Jacket small only £25.50
Fleece Top was £15.00 now £6.99
Windstorm Fleece £25 now £12.99

Thermal Balance Microfleece now
£7.99 SM - XXL

Ladies Thermals Reduced

Fleece Jackets and Bodywarmers
from £9.99

Kids 3-1 Jackets Reduced
For The Family

Stockists of Wellies, Waterproofs,
Walking Boots, Sleeping Bags

CATACOL
BAY HOTEL

Bar Meals served daily
12 noon - 9 p.m.
Sunday Buffets

12 noon - 4 p.m.
Eat as much as you want

=830231

2

TEAM
IHLJHHIN
TEAM L1

All Arran
just holi

General P

Tel: 0345 459 9968/
01770 303110

Email: Marie@thearranteam.co.uk

chvissy’s Plac,

For all your laundry needs

Unit 5 (rear of High School)
Park Terrace Properties, Lamlash KA27 8NB
Tel 601273 or home 600518

Chrissy and Mark would like

to announce a new service
We are offering an equine service, laundering, reproofing
and repairing horse rugs, all processed with environmentally
friendly products. We can also reproof waterproof outdoor
clothing and tents etc.
Don’t forget all our other services
* Bedding * Service Washes ¢ Dry Cleaning ¢ Duvets
 Starching ¢ Shirt Service * Workwear ¢ Blankets ¢ Ironing
* Pressing ¢ Steaming * Rugs * Contract Service
Telephone us for details of any of the above,
or any other enquiries you may have.

Wood Pellet Fuel | Seasoned Firewood

Balcas Brites in 10kg bags,
suitable for modern automated
peliat stoves & boilars

Locally produced split logs, suitable
for open fires and modem
sutomated log sloves & boilers

Arran Woodfuels

post@arranwoodiusls.co.uk
: OT943 256 248 or 004740 222 923

wiww.arranwoodivels.co.uk
01770 870 207

Scoitish Feld - Lot Iste of Arran Scottish Feld Mini - £35

East Coast Fshing Scenes - £525  The Oban Times - £525  West Coast Fishing Scenes - 575

Only available via our office at
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran

or by calling us on 01631 568000
Order online at: www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

*All prices exclude worldwade postage and packaging, which is an extra £2
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Robbie Duncan, Tommy Gilmore Len Hartley and Russell Duncan prepare to enjoy

the fare.  bosbuwro1

Colin Currie and Jock Kelso. Colin quipped
to our photographer ‘You'll need to go a bit

further back to get me all in.”  bosburoz b05bur03

Young Struan Robertson and Allan Nicol.

you are currently

recycling

just20%

ofyour total
householdwaste

Lamlash Burns Club Supper

It was ‘men only’ in Brambles
Restaurant, Auchrannie last
Saturday night as the men of
Lamlash Burns Club held their
annual homage to the Bard.

Around 60 men gathered to
celebrate Burns Night and in
particular the 250™ anniversary
of Robert Burns’ birth.

The club was formed in 1921
and for many years the supper
was held in the Whitehouse
Hotel in Lamlash. Following
the demolition of the hotel in
1984 the club has moved to
a variety of venues including
Steamers, Andy’s Place and
The Moorings — all the same
Lamlash bar but under dif-
ferent names. It has been to
the Kingsley in Brodick and
more recently to Brambles at
Auchrannie.

The 230™ anniversary sup-

per was held at Andy’s Place
in 1989 with Russell Duncan
presiding and Archie Nicol
giving the Selkirk Grace. Both
gentlemen were present last
Saturday to once again enjoy
a varied programme of enter-
tainment but one club stalwart
missing was Henry McNicol
of Brodick who is recovering
from a knee operation.
Recitation

Jake Kerr gave the welcoming
speech as president of the club
and introduced 11-year-old
Struan Robertson to give a
recitation to the haggis. Willie
McNish of Kildonan said grace
and Brian Allison of Alma Park
and Kilwinning addressed the
haggis which had been piped in
by Willie Robertson.

Archie Nicol sang Mary Mor-
rison and fiddle music was

played by Paraig McKay and
Alastair Paul, accompanied by
Bob Lees on piano.

Colin Hunter gave The Im-
mortal Memory, followed by
Sandy Sloss singing The Star
o’ Rabbie Burns.

Allan Nicol gave a spirit-
ed rendition of Holy Willie's
Prayer and Jock Kelso made
the Toast to the Lassies. In a
change to the programme, Jock
also gave Death and Dr Horn-
brook in place of Ken Currie.

The Toast to the Lamlash
Burns Club was made by Neil
Arthur and replied to by Tom-
my Gilmore.

Colin Currie rounded off the
evening with a vote of thanks to
the caterers and artists which he
ended with his late father’s own
immortal words ‘Let’s give
them another wee clap.’

Andy Perrie and Donald MacKay enjoy Neil Arthur’s toast to the club while president

Jake Kerr studies his notes.

Club stalwart Archie Nicol.

b05bur06

b05bur04

Paraig McKay entertained on the fiddle.

b05bur07

Reduce ReuseRecycle

M

NORTH AYRSHIRE
COUNCIL

recyl cle
ar‘r‘an

"\ let's

TAKE CONTROL

/ For free practical advice, phone:

08000 884 884

Highlands and Islands Enterprise advice line - helping
your business tackle the tough economic climate.

Our advisers can help you deal
with a range of issues, including:

¢ Managing finances

¢ Improving communications

¢ Gaining sales through marketing

CALL US TODAY /

=
HIE

Highlands and Islands Enterprise
lomairt na Gaidhealtachd s nan Eilean

www.hie.co.uk

LINES OPEN MON / FRI 8AM / 6PM / SAT SAM / 1PM
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Yvonne Brothers of Lamlash
loves living on Arran but
just dreads the thought of the
ferry crossing to Ardrossan
in winter.

The Caledonian Isles has
had a particularly unsettled
spell of disruptions in recent
weeks. Most people take this
with a philosophical shrug
of the shoulders but Yvonne
finds it hard to bear. She has
an aversion to rough seas
and disrupted sailings to the
extent that she has penned a
witty poem about this phobia
that many islanders share to a
greater or lesser degree.

‘Due to adverse weather’ —
You don’t even have to wait
to hear the end of message,
you already know your fate.

The shopping trip is
cancelled,

the holiday’s on hold,

the boat’s not going at all
today,

‘The wind’s too bad,” we’re
told.

I hate the boat, I hate the
sea,

I don’t know why I'm here,

I spend the winter months on
Arran

living in great fear.

‘Due to adverse
weather’

I miss my daily paper,

I miss my daily bread,

when the wind is whistling
round the house

I just go back to bed.

I feel like hibernating

and waking up in spring

to see a calm and glistening
sea,

Oh, what a wonderful thing.

It’s time we had a tunnel,

or maybe even a plane

to cross that stretch of water
and ‘no come back again.’

I really love this island

and the peaceful way of life,
but the vagaries of this flip-
pin’ boat

are causing me such strife.

Disruption still continues,
the Co-op shelves are bare,
I can’t get any food at all
for my man and I to share.

Everyone’s complaining

but the captain’s taking care
to ensure that we are safe on
board

and that, I find, quite fair.

Global warming is upon us,
the weather’s getting worse,
depending on a b..... boat,
it really is a curse!

Fd
v
.p’

Girl power for Ella’s aty

Ella Kerr of Kings Cross celebrated her tenth birthday last week with a party for ten of her friends. The girls had a
great time playing music and games in the house and then went to the Screen Machine in Brodick to see the film
Madagascar 2. Birthday girl Ella, front centre, with her partying friends in Kings Cross. bosbirot

Are you having difficulty in finding a suitable mortyage?
FIRST‘FINANCE LTD COULD HELP

* 1st time buyers

* Re mortgage

* Buy to let

* Purchase

* Commercial ventures

* Bridging and secured loans
* Holiday let and Commercial Insurance

Independent mortgage brokers, who research
THE WHOLE Financial market.

Consultations now available on Arran
Tel 0141 942 0044 Mobile 07717 331103

Arran Property Letting Services
Tel: 01770 302139 email: arranproperty@btconnect.com

Property stood empty?

We urgently need property to rent.

Good client bank of working people
looking for accommodation.
Permanent long term and 6 months + urgently needed.

* All clients’ credit checked
 Contracts drawn up
* Inventory taken

« Finders only fee or full management package available

NEW - advertise

Arran Property had over 1 million hits on their web site last year.

Thinking of putting your property on the market?

Arran Property Estate Agents provide the following
Accompanied viewings °

Give honest valuations, which reflect today’s market ¢

NO up front fee *

Nationally advertising your property on Right Move and S1 Homes ¢

CORCSLERE s1homes.com

Large lit window display on Brodick Main Road °
Have out of office hours telephone coverage
For a limited period, Home Report for £300
Tel: 01770 302139
www.arranproperty.com

3.

Miller Stewart Solicitors

Wills and Tax advice ¢
Conveyancing and leases ®

Buying or selling property *

Executors °

Friendly service with good local knowledge °

holiday accommodation on our web site.

Tel 0141 778 7070

Booking enquiries direct to you. Maximum exposure @ little cost

Special offer one off fee of £50 per property for 1 year.

Email: miller.stewart@btconnect.com




8 THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 31 January, 2009

www.arranbanner.co.uk

THE ARRAN

BIAWN N EH

We’ve all been there. Standing at the front of a busy queue
in a petrol station south of the border trying to pay for fuel
with a Scottish £20 note.

The cashier holds it up to the light and squints at it looking
dismayed. ‘Sorry, we don’t accept foreign currency here,’ she
says. You reply, ‘It’s not foreign, it’s Scottish.’

‘We don’t accept Scottish notes in England.’

Why don’t they? Scottish sterling is equal to English sterling
in every monetary way. But because our note has a picture
Lord Ilay on the back, the first governor of the Royal Bank
of Scotland, instead of Her Majesty the Queen, it is not ac-
ceptable.

Scotland’s only Conservative MP, David Mundell, is trying
to resolve this situation by changing legislation at Westmin-
ster. If successful it would mean English shops and businesses
would have to accept Scottish currency — by law.

In Scotland, three banks retain the right to print their own
money — the Royal Bank of Scotland, the Bank of Scotland
and the Clydesdale Bank — but the force of law anywhere in
the UK does not back these banknotes.

The root of the problem is that while Bank of England notes
circulate widely in Scotland, Scottish notes are rarely seen in
England outside of the Border regions.

There is something of a vicious circle here.

Traders are reluctant to accept them because their customers
don’t want them in their change because they think traders
won’t accept them.

Perhaps a simple campaign in England to raise awareness of
Scottish notes and their acceptability would suffice.

It’s 40 years since the much loved, and much missed, Shiski
Diski started in Shiskine. Looking through The Banner
archives it is interesting to see that the famous disco was
mentioned only a handful of times over the years in a posi-
tive light. There are a couple of articles about disco dancing
competitions but the other pieces tend to focus on a campaign
by disgruntled residents to shut the disco down.

Over the years, particularly in the late 1980s, there seems
to have been a letter written into the paper nearly every week
complaining about the noise and disruption caused to residents
of Shiskine every Wednesday night.

Buses full of youngsters from every corner of the island
would steam into Shiskine every week as the Shiski Diski
was the place to go.

Everyone of a certain age who lived here or spent summers
on Arran has stories to tell of the Shiski Diski.

Now there are no more complaints about the noise just quiet
reminiscences of the Arran’s number one disco and the great
times enjoyed there.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the
morning. (Psalms 30:5)

Train telly theft

Sir,

I would like to draw your
attention to an incident that
happened on the 11.26am train
from Paisley to Ardrossan Har-
bour this week.

Sitting opposite me was my
new television still in its origi-
nal box. It was too big and
bulky to sit any closer to me.

The carriage was empty apart
from three females. Two main-
land teenagers no older than
17 walked up and down the
carriage.

I was carefully protecting
my handbag when at speed
one of the youths appeared
from no-where, grabbing my
TV and made a dash for the
door opening at Stevenston.
Instinctively I went after him,
he dropped the telly and bolted
out of the train.

With my statement, CCTV
in the station and train, the
Transport Police hope to catch

the offending youths.

Please be ultra careful how
and where you carry your be-
longings whilst travelling on
the train because it’s an expe-
rience 1 wouldn’t like anyone
else to go through.

I would especially like to
thank Sheila Gilmore for her
care and attention.

Yours,
Shona Cannon
Lamlash

Burns on roads

Sir

To celebrate the 250th anni-

versary of the birth of Robert

Burns, how about printing his

Epigram to Roads from 1786.
I had not read this work until

recently; it is taken from the

1912 Oxford edition of his

works.

I’m now arrived, thanks to the

gods!

Thro’ pathways rough and

muddy,

A certain sign that making

roads

Is not this people’s study.
And tho’ I'm not with scrip-
tures crammed,

I’m sure the bible says

That heedless sinners shall be
dammed

Unless they mend their ways.
Yours,

Dave Freeman

Lamlash

Corrie road plans
Sir,
Myself and Alan Beasley have
just had a good meeting with
North Ayrshire Council in Ar-
drossan regarding all things on
the Brodick to Corrie road.
By our next meeting in Feb-
ruary we will be shown the
proposals for making the road
safer with signs and lines, etc.
Unfortunately they can’t
make the re-arranged date of
the 24th so we’ve altered it
again to Monday February
16, 11am Ormidale Pavilion.
Hope this still suits everyone.

We are also hoping to have
another meeting with a differ-
ent dept of NAC regarding the
multi user trail and so should
also have more information
regarding that at the meeting.
This message is also going to
Harry Davidson as an invita-
tion to attend the meeting along
with John Inglis and Campbell
Laing from the Community
Council.

We would like the road
scheme discussed at the
Community Council meet-
ing on the 24th. Anyone else
on the island who wants to
comment on the published
plans can do so by respond-
ing to the Community Coun-
cil in time for their meeting.

All being well, this whole
process will be quite
swift allowing NAC to do
the work before Spring.
Yours,

Gerard Tattersfield
Westfield, Lamlash

press policy

WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print.

If you find an error of fact on our pages please write to The Editor, The
Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number
where possible.

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with
any corrections or clarifications.

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code
of Conduct. The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily
those of the The Oban Times Group.

—

Left:Holly Miller of Arran and Craig Beedie F
of Brechin were married on Friday January 16
in the Dominican Republic. The couple were
joined by 20 of their close family and friends
to celebrate the special occasion. They have
' now returned to running their small hotel in
Banchory, Royal Deeside.

Below: The family group photo of Holly and
Craig Beedie’s wedding on the beach in the
. Dominican Republic. From left, Holly’s sister
Lauren, Holly’s parents Graeme and Lynda,
the bride Holly, Craig’s mother Pat, the groom
Craig, Craig’s sister Kaye, Holly’s brother and
sister Mark and Joanne.

Above: James Primrose, origi-
nally of Lochranza and now
living in London, was married
to Karina Van Den Bergh of
Felixstowe on September 20
last year.

The couple agreed that a
photo for The Arran Banner
seemed a little overdue!

your letters

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200
words in length for publication on this page. The
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses
must be supplied, including on e-muaiils, to indicate
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those
supplied without a contact telephone number will
not be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page,
The Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran.

E-mail editor@arranbanner.net

Arran

Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries

149 Balmoral Street

Deliveries

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road,
Ardrossan

North Ayrshire
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined
for the island

Open Mon -
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire,
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Fri 9am - 5pm

Glasgow G14 OHB
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Damp, cold weather
doesn’t concern
Cairnhouse riders

The first Arran Winter Points
show of the New Year got off
to a damp and cold start last
Sunday at Cairnhouse Riding
Centre in Blackwaterfoot.

Postponed from two weeks
previously due to the terrible
weather, the conditions were
not great but there was a good
turn out and the day did im-
prove.

Fifteen were put forward for
the Wobbly Classes. Twelve
went clear in the first round and
eight in round two.

The following six made it
round double clear to earn
themselves three points on the
leader board: Lauren MacAl-
ister, Abbie MacAlister, Han-
nah Bone, Amie Latona and
Emma Hill.

Shannon MacAlister flew
round in 38.66 seconds on her
own horse Rosie to pick up the
five points on offer for riding
the fastest double clear.

As this is the third time Shan-
non has won this class now
with Rosie they can no longer
compete in the wobblies for
points.

The Duster Badge changed
hands a couple of times in
the first two classes. Erin and
Taylor both took a tumble
from their mounts, howev-
er no bones were broken and
both lived to tell the tale!

Sixteen were entered for the
novice class and 10 of them
went round clear and into a
jump off against the clock over
the shortened course.

Amy Downard was drawn in
first on Molly and was unlucky
to claim duster number three.

Megan MacAlister set a super
time and clear in 24.87 seconds
for the others to chase. They
held onto their lead until the
fifth to go Nicola MacAlister,
riding Taylor’s pony Bing,
came in and rode a lovely round
in 24.59 seconds to take the red
rosette.

Novice: 1 Nicola McAlister
on Bingham’s Pageboy, 2
Megan McAlister on Ally, 3
Lynn Ramage on Katie, 4 Amy
Downard on Merlin, 5 Emma
on Dynah and 6 Hannah on
Lilly.

Twelve braved the elements

last Wednesday January 14.

Arran livestock sales

United Auctions, Stirling had forward 821 store cattle and 3,672
cast tups, ewes and store lambs at their Kildean auction mart

Cattle
Limousin cross bullock stirks £530, 202p Glenree.Limousin
cross heifer stirks £440, 184p Glenree.
Sheep
Mule lambs £44.50 Drumaghinier Texel cross lambs £69 and
£67.50 Craigdhu, Kilpatrick and Sheddock £53, Springfield
£47.50. Cheviot lambs £45.50 Cosyden. Suffolk cross lambs
£55 Sheddock. Blackface lambs £34 Drumaghinier, £30 Ceither
Gaithe. Cross ewes £29.50 Sheddock. Blackface ewes £30
Drumaghinier. Cross tups £42 Springfield.

for the Mini Challenge where
the maximum height is 2°3”.
Lauren was first in and easily
jumped the 100 with Fudge to
return with a top score of 145.

Sherlea MacDonald rode a
lovely round on Molly and
went into the lead with 210.

Next in was the on form
Nicola and Bing.

They jumped the 100 both
ways effortlessly and came
home scoring 340.

Anna and Laura won both
the junior and the senior duster
badges again in fine style.

Nicola held onto her lead right
up until the last competitor
Nicola Currie came in riding
her own Dolly.

Jumping nine fences in total,
she came back with a great
top score of 370 to win the
class and earn herself the six
points.

Mini Challenge: 1 Nicola
Currie on Dolly, 2 Nicola
McAlister on Bingham’s Page-
boy, 3= Emma on Dynah and
Megan McAlister on Ally,
5= Sherlea MacDonald on
Malakye and Amie Latona on
Merlin.

The clear round class had
the following seven ride a
clear for the three points avail-
able: Lauren McAlister, Amy
Downard, Megan McAlister,
Amie Latona, Emma, Lynn
Ramage and Nicola Currie.

Cairnhouse Challenge: 1
Amie Downard 270, 2 Nicola
McAlister 130, 3 Lynn Ram-
age 115, 4 Amie Latona 100, 5
Megan McAlister 100, 6 Nicola
Currie 90.

The next winter points is on
Sunday February 8, weather
permitting!

!

Catching up on Arran’s news in Florida

Arran’s weekly newspaper
has become quite the jet setter
over the past few weeks.

So far we have published
photographs of The Banner
being read by holidaymak-
ers in Tripoli, Peru and Gran
Canaria and New York.

This week Gary Wilson
from Brodick sent us a pic-

ture of himself catching up
on the island’s news while at
his holiday villa in Florida,
USA.
Hot and Sunny

He said that the weather was
hot and sunny every day with
not a single drop of rain.

If you are planning to take a
holiday remember to take your

copy of the Banner with you.
It could be from Coatbridge or
Casablanca, it doesn’t really
matter, we would love to see
your photographs.

Please send them to us either
by email to editorial@arran-
banner.co.ukor to The Arran
Banner, Douglas Centre, Brod-
ick KA27 8RJ. b05ban01NO

A Scottish tenner 1s as good

as an English tenner

Attempts are being made at
Westminster to make it legally
binding for shops and busi-
nesses in England to accept
Scottish banknotes.

At the moment traders south
of the border can refuse to take
such notes.

Jackson Carlaw, conservative
MSP for the West of Scotland
which includes Arran, has
welcomed the legislation that
would see Scottish banknotes
on an equal basis as English
banknotes.

‘Many people, myself in-
cluded, have tried to pay with

Scottish banknotes in other
parts of the UK, only to find
them questioned or refused,’
he said. “This is exasperating.
When Scottish notes are re-
fused it can even leave people
unable to pay for products or
services they cannot return,
such as after a meal, after filling
up at a petrol station or at the
end of a taxi journey.
Banknotes
‘There’s absolutely no ex-
cuse. Scottish banknotes are
every bit as good as English
banknotes. That’s something
everyone working in shops

or other parts of the service
economy anywhere in the UK
should know.’

The legislation would require
all providers of goods or serv-
ices in the UK, which accept
Bank of England notes, to take
Scottish banknotes on an equal
basis.

In Scotland, three banks re-
tain the right to print their own
money - the Royal Bank of
Scotland, the Bank of Scotland
and the Clydesdale Bank.

These banknotes are not
backed by the force of law
anywhere in the UK.

VILLAGE TAXIN

01294 60-21-21

Taxi from Ardrossan Harbour
We will meet you at the ferry

Glasgow Airport £29.00

City Centre  ....£37.00
Edin. Airport... £100.00
Prestwick ........ £24.00
Ayr £29.00
Ayr Hospital ...£31.00
Irvine ... £14.00
Largs ............ £20.00
Crosshouse ...£20.00
Kilmarnock ..... £22.00
Troon P&O ...... £20.00
West Kilbride ....£10.00

Return journeys on request
Punctuality our speciality
Clean and comfortable cars
Six-Seater Now Available

The
Brodick Bar

Brasseri?
Tel 302169

Our opening hours for new season 2009
Monday — Saturday
Open for Lunches and light snacks from 12pm — 2.30pm
Evening meals Monday - Thursday 6pm — 8.30pm
Friday and Saturday 6pm — 9pm
CLOSED SUNDAYS

Next Friday 30th and Saturday 3 Ist January is our

Special [ndian Curry Weekend

Lunches and Evening Times

2 courses for £14.50
Various curries to chose from. Lamb, Chicken, Fish and
Vegetable
From mild to spicy. All fresh ingredients.

g&:} County Carpets
2\ (Arran) Ltd

RING,

L

g makes of
carpets and flooring
supplied and fitted.

| contract and

| domestic work
%, undertaken

4BEDS4,

Sofa Beds - Divans
Bunk Beds -Futons
Metal/Pine Bedsteads - Pillows
Headboards - Duvets"

YEURNITURES,
Bedroom - Dining
olstery - Leather

Occa sional - Conservatory

THE CARPET
FOUNDATION

REGISTERED
SPECIALIST

$BLINDS,

Rollers - Roman
Vertical - Pleated
Wooden - Venetian

WALLPARERSY,

www.countycarpetsarrah.co.uk

Tel: 01770 700480 Fax: 01770 700455

Email: admin@countycarpetsarran.co.uk
Whiting Bay Open 6 Days, 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.
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Shiski Diski, an island institution

It all started one ot night h the

The first of the legendary Shiski
Diskis took place 40 years ago
and on Saturday February
14 the equally legendary DJ
Charles Currie will be rolling
back the years in Shiskine Vil-
lage Hall.

It all started one hot night in
the summer of 1967, when the
first pop records were played at
a dance in Shiskine Hall.

This momentous occasion
shaped the social life of young
people on Arran for next 40
years as the Shiski Diski had
been born.

Promised

A large number of teenagers,
including local boy Charles
Currie, had turned up that
night and been promised that
modern pop 45s were going to
be allowed after the accordion
band had finished.

‘Patience has never been the
most prominent trait of teenag-

ers and as we all stood at the
bottom end of the hall cat-whis-
tling and heckling the dancers,
it was not the least acrimonious
hand over from dance to pop,’
said Charles.

That summer saw Sandy Ma-
cAlister and Duncan Robertson
volunteering as disc jockeys
on the one turntable that was
available.

Enthused by the magic of
the summer, Charles set up
Phoenix Discotheque along
with friends Dougie Maclean
and Raymond Miller and they
started to fill in between bands
at the Northcoat Boy Scout hall
in Glasgow’s West End.

‘We had a home made deck
unit which originally contained
two Garrard turntables and
two leads to separate channels
of a borrowed amplifier,” said
Charles. ‘By the time Phoenix
Discotheque came to Arran in
summer 1968 we had advanced
to having a switch on the unit
to switch on the decks from
live cue on a mini valve ampli-
fier with three exposed valves.
Before this we cued the records
by putting our ears down to
the record and listening for the
stylus noise.’

Raymond Miller left the
Phoenix trio and took his am-
plifier and speakers with him
so Dougie and Charles had to
make a quick decision about
continuing or not.

Summer Season

‘We each borrowed £100
from our fathers and we bought
speakers and a 50 watt ampli-
fier and set of to Arran for the
summer season,’ said Charles.

At that point Alistair Bilsland
was running dances in Brodick,
Lamlash and Whiting Bay
Halls on Sunday, Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and
Saturday.

So the men behind Phoe-
nix Discotheque decided a
Wednesday night from 9pm to
lam would be ideal.

‘We attended a hall commit-
tee meeting to convince the
esteemed members that two
under 18s were responsible
enough to run a dance,’” said
Charles. “Were it not for the
committee taking that chance
on us, Shiski Diski would have
not got off the ground in the
form it was soon to become.’

During the summer Charles
and Dougie added a visual per-
formance to the 50-watt sound

when they built a flashing light
machine.

Charles explains: ‘This con-
sisted of 16 100-watt bulbs in
a column with three different
colours of crepe paper in front
of them. After we saw the
band ‘Ceiling Light Machine’
at Brodick Hall use liquid
wheels, Dougie invented our
own version using four slide
glasses, three different food
colourings and ether which
we built into a slide to put into
a normal slide projector with
the evaporating ether causing
the food colouring to produce
fantastic effects.

‘The unfortunate side effect
was that your fingers were
coloured red, blue and green
for three or four days.’

Flocked

As the summer wore on the
Shiski Diski increased in popu-
larity. Teenagers from all over
the island flocked to dance to
hits by Tommy James and the
Chandelles like ‘Mony Mony’,
Scott McKenzie’s ‘San Fran-
cisco’, The Beatles and ‘Get
Back’ and The Rolling Stones
‘I Can’t Get No Satisfaction’.

As the years went by Shiski
Diski became the place to go

Charles Currie started the Shiski Diski with friends Dougie Maclean and Raymond

A souvenir t-shirt from the 20%* anniversary celebrations to mark two decades of the

L LhE 2U™ annly y CEIebI Miller. He is pictured in 1984 reading The Arran Banner at the Westsound Radio studios
Shiski Diski, an island institution. b05shi01NO

in Ayr where he presented the Arran Waves programme on a Friday night. bosshio4
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celebrates its 40th anniversary

summer or 1967

on a Wednesday night and
guest DJs like Steve Jones, the
main Radio Clyde presenter,
came over a couple of times
to present the ‘Miss Shiskine’
contest which incidentally was
won by Sharon McNeish from
the southend, who went on to
win Miss Arran.

Richard Park, now the mas-
ter of ‘Fame Academy’ was
another regular DJ and so too
was Tiger Tim Stevens and
Gary Marshall.

Another feature of the Shiski
Diski was the give-away raf-
fle at midnight, which started
when Charles and Dougie were
buying about a dozen new
records every week but not all
were suitable for the playlist.

‘Rather than keep them we
hit on the idea of giving them
away as prizes for competitions
and raffles,’ said Charles. ‘How
many people still have a record
in their attic that they won at
the Shiski Diski?”’

In the mid 1970s Charles and
his wife Irene began to run the
discos on their own with vari-
ous local helpers.

Amusing

‘We were lucky in those days
that everyone was there to
have fun,” explained Charles.
‘Although it was amusing
to hear the complaints from
people about too many kids
being there early on, when they
themselves had been as young
when they first came.’

The organisers of the discos

Crowds would flock from all over the island to attend the discos in Shiskine Hall every Wednesday night

never hired transport to bring
folk over to Shiskine but en-
terprising youngsters from the
other sides of the island did
hire buses, which were usually
driven by Ralston Green.

His presence gave much com-
fort to worried parents that their
offspring would be well looked
after on the wild side of the
island and be safely returned
after the disco.

Flower Power

‘Through the years there were
different crowds with different
musical tastes,” said Charles.
‘My own favourites being
the late 60s flower power pop
and the modern romantic and
Scottish bands of the 1980s.
My least favourite was the
mid 70s disco and Philadelphia
music.’

The legend of the Shiski
Diski has built over the years
and those with fond memories
of attending those nights still
regale the younger generations
with the stories.

You can find out what it was
all about on Saturday February
14 as there will be a celebration
of the 40™ anniversary of the
Shiski Diski at Shiskine Hall.

A 60s, 70s and 80s disco will
hopefully bring back memories
for those who attended the is-
land institution over the years.

Tickets are available at the
Book and Card Centre in Brod-
ick or from Sheila Gilmore
and all funds will go towards
Shiskine Village Hall.

It didn’t take long for the Shiski Diski to become Arran’s
number one disco as this poster from the late 1960s shows.

Shiskine_[Hall

proudly presents
the One & Only, Original & Best

0J CHARLES CURRIE
in a 40th anniversary performance

music from the &0s, 70s and 80s -
Sat 14th Feb 10-1am

Tickets are limited and available
from Book & Card Centre,
Brodick or from Sheila - 860403. Cost £5

Licensed bar - Strictly over 18s only (id may be réquested)

during the summer. b05shi03
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Much brewing!

Arran Ales, the island’s own
beer, could be a reality by the
end of this year.

It would be brewed and bot-
tled at a new ‘tourist come
workshop complex’ at Black-
waterfoot.

Already a real ale recipe is
being devised especially for
Arran at Malton Brewery in
Yorkshire.

Even if not actually brewed
on Arran because problems
with effluent have been sug-
gested, the beer could at least
be bottled on the island.

The idea for the beer has come
from a newcomer to Arran, Mr
Alan Pennington-Smith.

His complex in Blackwa-
terfoot is going to include
almost everything you could
imagine.

Taking some 30 to 40 acres
of land west of the road from
Blackwaterfoot to Torbeg he
intends to start building a small
number of timeshare units,
which will be followed by
self-catering traditional style
cottages.

An outward-bound centre for
adults will also be established
as well as craft shops and a
tearoom.

Why has Mr Pennington-
Smith come to Arran, though?

r i,

Ij!
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Mrs Cathy Craig from Pirnmill receives her first call on

He said that despite never
having visited the island until
six months ago he’s had so
much help from Cunninghame
District Council and HIDB that
it was the perfect location.

‘I’ve not come to live off
Arran, ‘he said, ‘I’ve come to
sell goods that are Arran made
to the mainland. I’ve had a
great deal of interest because
of the job creation aspect and
planning would not be given
without the job creation.’

Percentage for art!

Marine Harvest should support
the visual arts if they expand
their fish farm in Lamlash Bay,
said Councillor Fergus Clark-
son this week.

HE believes this would be one
way of putting something back
into the community.

Following the meeting in
Lamlash last Thursday he has
written to the Cunninghame
director of planning with some
suggestions.

‘Should Marine Harvest be
successful it will be seen that
while some locals will gain
from economic activity, others
will suffer some loss of amen-
ity and perhaps loss of trade,’
said the councillor.

One answer he said could be
a ‘percentage for art’.

the new Lifeline service from the friendly operator in
Edinburgh. vostweoz

Some of the company’s prof-
its would be used to support
local talent in the form of an
art gallery, he said.

New school pool

Plans for the new swimming
pool at Arran high School
were shown to the Community
Council at their monthly meet-
ing last Tuesday.

They show a pool 13.5 metres
long by 5.5 metres wide with
a one metre walking space
around the edge.

The pool will have no slope,
being an even depth of 1.2 me-
tres and it is expected to cost in
the region of £150,000.

It will also be equipped with
shower and toilet facilities but
some anxiety was expressed at
there being only one changing
room.

Tenders are expected to go out
in March for the new pool to be
completed in time for the start
of the 1989/90 school session.

Plans rejected

A plan to convert the loft space
above one of the new shops at
the Douglas Centre in Brod-
ick was rejected by Cunning-
hame Planning Committee
this week.

The committee felt it would
mean a loss of storage space to
the shops and would not enjoy
the appropriate standard of
amenity required for a private
dwelling.

Water treatment

contract won

John Thomson Construction
Ltd have won a £300,000 order
to build a water treatment works
behind Lamlash, Strathclyde’s
Water and Sewage Committee
decided this week.

Water treatment plants are
also due to be built at Kings
Cross and Pirnmill.

Now in touch

The Arran Lifeline is now up
and running, after almost a year
of fundraising and lobbying.
On Wednesday David Bridge
ofthe Council of Social Service
installed the second unit in the
home of Mrs Cathy Craig of

The Arran Banner 20 years ago
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It was Huggles galore in Brodick Co-op last Friday afternoon when cheerful children and
their parents assembled to be presented with a giant white teddy bear for each of their
respective playgroups. The Huggles bears were part of the Co-op’s Christmas campaign
to raise funds for the RSSPCC and they rounded off the campaign with co-op manager
Claire Hyndman and Ian Struthers making the presentations of one of the big bears to

Pirnmill. The Lifeline system
is designed to supply to elderly
people, who live alone, a help
call system should they find
themselves in difficulty.

In case the user is infirm and
may find themselves lying on
the floor they are able to call
for help simply by pressing
a button on a pendant around
their neck.

Although Mrs Craig is 83 and
has been blind for 30 years, she
is very spry on her feet.

She decided to have the sys-
tem fitted after she heard some-
one knocking on her door in the
middle of the night.

Some villagers heard this
story and insisted that if she
heard the night prowler again
she was to call for help im-
mediately.

She said that to have the
Lifeline fitted was a great reas-
surance for her.

Teaching posts
being filled!

Strathclyde’s education depart-
ment this week has addressed
concerns from the Arran Com-
munity Council about the lack
of permanent replacements for

Phone today to
place your order
Tel: 0141 889 2606

James McDowall &
Specialist Butcher

Delivering on Arran

!ames McDowall

Best Scottish Beef, Lamb, Chicken,
Haggis & Speciality Sausages
all at competive prices.

We supply to Hotels, Fubs,
Restaurants & Households.

Sons

Sliddery Supplies

WE CARRY A VAST RANGE
OF USEFUL GOODS.

Garden Machinery, Agricultural Tools, Workwear,
Waterproofs and Overalls for Children, Domestic
Sundries, Garden Composts and Pre-Packed Coal.

Specialist equipment to order

WE CLOSE EVERY SUNDAY
AND AT 12 NOON ON SATURDAY

TELEPHONE 870225

each playgroup. bostweot

L]

Alan and Penny Pennington-Smith plan to brew beer at
Blackwaterfoot. bostweos

teachers who have left the High
School.

In a reply to a letter outlin-
ing concern and the effect it
was having on education at
the school, the department ex-
plained why teachers had not
been replaced.

They said it was due to a
‘moratorium on promoted posts
while school closures were
going on’.

Head teacher David Oakes
said that the three departments
without principal teachers
(English, art and PE) would
all have somebody in charge
by next term.

Glen Rosa horseshoe

Arran has a brand new event
coming up, a fell race called the
Glen Rosa Horseshoe.

While not diminishing the
Goat Fell race one iota, its
13 mile length and ascent of
5,500 feet over four peaks will
certainly make it a longer event
requiring an even greater com-

mitment from the entrants.

The new fell race is the brain-
child of David Freeman, chem-
istry teacher at Arran High
School and at least twice win-
ner of the Goat Fell race.

After one of his previous wins
David was quoted as saying he
was going to get a real fell race
going on Arran and said that,
for fell runners, the Goat Fell
race had too much road.

‘In the Goat fell race,” he said,
‘the last thing you want to do
when you get to the top is run
down again.’

Ladies darts

Aldersyde 7 Greannan 5%,
Lochranza 5 Catacol 7*, Kin-
loch 9* Breadalbane 3, PHT 5
Rock 7*.

Gents darts

A/A 3 Ormidale 9%, Kinloch 5
Shurig 7*, PHT 11* Cameronia
1, Rock 6* Catacol 6, Brodick
Bar 4 Lagg 8*, Craigard 6*
Breadalbane 6.
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Bird Notes: Magpies on Arran

Through these regular articles
in The Banner, encouragement
has been given to people to
share their bird sightings with
me.

One bird, above all else, has
generated strong feelings. In-
deed horror has been expressed
at the presence of this bird on
Arran, a long staying magpie.

It was first reported on 20
April 2008 and there were still
reports of it last week.

Various races of the magpie
(Pica pica) occur through-
out Europe, Asia, and North
America. Throughout their
range, they are birds of folklore
and myth.

In Western Europe and North
America, magpies were thought
to be bearers of bad omens and
associated with the devil.

Influence

To this day, many peoples
still have a ritual to negate the
perceived bad influence of the
magpie. They seem to be the
only bird in British folklore to
elicit such a response.

If one is seen on its own some
people salute it and say: ‘I sa-
lute you Mr Magpie.’

Many variations exist: others
turn around three times and say:
‘Hello Mr Magpie, how are you
today, where’s your wife, your
child and your family?’

There are many variations on
this well-known rhyme:

One for Sorrow

Two for Joy

Three for a Girl and

Four for a Boy,

Five for Silver

Six for Gold,

Seven is a Secret never to be
told,

Eight’s a Wish and

Nine's a kiss

Ten is a bird that you must not
Miss.

On the other hand in Asia, the
magpie is seen as a bird of great
good fortune and a provider of
prosperity.

It is the national bird of Ko-
rea.

In Chinese its name means
bird of joy. Shamanism be-
lieves that the magpie’s wis-

dom includes prophecy, intel-
ligence and good luck.

Magpies are sometimes linked
to the overall decline in song-
bird numbers in the UK. But
the flipside, often overlooked,
is that they are good pest-de-
stroyers.

There was a recent study in
two similar suburbs in Paris.

In one, magpies had been
trapped and removed and in the
other the magpies were left.

When the numbers of small
birds in both suburbs were
compared, before and after the
removal of magpies, there was
no noticeable change.

It would have been interest-
ing to see what the results
would have been if the major
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by Jim Cassels

crows tend not to tol-
erate magpies in the area.
Magpies are a species that can
be controlled under the general
licence.

This means that they can be
controlled using legal means
by anyone who is covered by
the licence arrangements.

Debated

Whether they need to be
controlled is always going
to be a hotly debated point.
There is no doubt that Arran is
part of their natural range and
that they would (but for their
eradication by man) be present
on the island.

Horror has been expressed about the presence
of a magpie on the island.

predator of small birds had
been removed, namely cats.
Magpies are, at least, natural
predators, and were present
in Arran until removed by
gamekeepers in the nineteenth
century.

Last century and this, there
have been occasional sightings
of magpie on Arran, but the one
this year has been a particular
long-stayer.

Suspect

I am not sure why magpies
and also rooks have not re-
colonised Arran, but I suspect
the presence of so many other
crows on Arran may have had
some bearing on this.

Carrion and hooded

Throughout the year they are
opportunistic feeders and will
take whatever food is most
abundant and nutritious.

This means that during
the breeding season they will
raid the nests of other birds to
feed their own young.

At other times of the year
they will specialise in pest
species like leatherjackets,
beetles etc. If they were to re-
colonise the island, they could
potentially have an impact on
the numbers of ‘smaller’ birds.
Any discussion about how man
should step in to ‘maintain
the balance’ is always going
to be very difficult to resolve,
as there are so many views as

to where that balance should
rest.

In recent years, another spe-
cies long absent from the is-
land, the great spotted wood-
pecker, has managed to become
re-established as a breeding
species.

This charming woodland bird
is also in the habit of predating
the nests of smaller species, and
it also has the potential to have
an impact on the numbers of
smaller birds.

The red squirrel is a much-
loved garden visitor in Brodick,
but it also raids nests for eggs
and young.

Little concern is expressed
about the impact of either
of these species, presumably
for no other reason than their
popular image.

The magpie, on the other
hand, comes with a ‘bad
reputation’ for behaving
in exactly the same way.
In the end, with most natural
systems, the overall health of
the animal populations tends
to depend on the health of the
habitats that support them by
providing food and shelter.

There will always be preda-
tors and prey, but in a healthy
system they will always find
their own balance.

Supporting

It is not in the predators’
interest to make their prey ex-
tinct. Thankfully, the gardens
and woodlands in and around
Brodick seem to be in very
good condition and capable
of supporting an abundant and
varied bird population, includ-
ing, at the present, one magpie.
Enjoy your birding.

Please send any bird notes
with ‘what, when, where’ to
me at Kilpatrick Kennels, Kil-
patrick, Blackwaterfoot, KA27
8EY, or ¢ mail me at james.
cassels@virgin.net. I look
forward to hearing from you.
For more information on bird-
ing on Arran visit this website
wwwarranbirding.co.uk

Pictured holding the small change pots are John
Mulholland and Katie Morrison.

Kilmory kids support
children in Malawi

communities where poverty
and hunger stop children from
gaining an education.

It provides children with
a daily meal in school and
£5.30 will provide a child in
Malawi with Mary’s Meals
for a year.

If you would like to give a
donation of small change to
this very worthwhile charity
please contact the school.

The pupils at Kilmory Pri-
mary School have been col-
lecting small change in little
pots to support the charity
Mary’s Meals.

At the end of last term the
children emptied the school
pots and sent a cheque for
£121 to Mary’s Meals.

The charity is a movement
that specialises in setting up
school feeding projects in

" Poch Ftatl
TEA DANCE
Wednesday
4th February
2pm — 4pm
£4 Tickets at the door,

includes cream teas.
SCO18338
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LICENSED
RESTAURANT

Fine Dining for the
Discerning.
Open
Fridays & Saturdays

Brodick 01770 302293

HOME COOKED BAR MEALS
Served daily  6pm - 9pm amd 12.30pm - 2pm at weekends
Beer Garden

Children Welcome

Fri- Over 21’s Disco — 10pm (Last admittance 11pm)
Sat - Over 21’s Disco — 10pm (Last admittance 11pm)
Sun - Folk Session
Tues - Pop Music Quiz — 10pm
Thur - General Knowledge Quiz — 10pm

Real Ale (Recommended CAMRA Good Beer Guide)

TheGoffee Pot

Golf Course Rd
Whiting Bay

=

T

Tel: 700393
Paintings & Prints ~ Eat alfresco in our
by Sheila Fi:r:f.l'ﬁyha.:pqchj Sﬂiﬁﬂﬁgﬂ n}gﬂ E

on display
Delicious Snacks & Light Meals

Homebaking always available

CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY — OPENING HOURS
10am — Spm. Last food orders 4pm

BANNER

Have your say on the forum at
WWW. .CO.UK
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EVERYDAY

Brodick Castle Gardens & Country Park 11am - 4pm
Trout fishing Loch Garbad, Bank
Hawk Walks Lamlash

Fitness Assesments, Gym Induction, Personal Training Auchrannie Spa & Gym

SATURDAY 31st JANUARY

Blackwaterfoot Junior Football Coaching, 10.30am - noon
Arran Dancers, Ballet & Jazz, 3 - 18years Arran High School 10am - 4pm
Karate Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Learn to Salsa KA Campus, 9.30am - 10.30am
Family Games Kids & Adults Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the Spa Pool Auchrannie Pool, 4pm - Spm
Youth Cafe for all High School Pupils Brodick Church Hall, 7pm - 10pm
Highland Dancing Lesson Brodick Church Hall 11am - 1pm

Over 21s Disco Ormidale, 10pm
Quiz Night Catacol Bay Hotel, 8.30pm
Jumble Sale Brodick Hall, noon - 3pm

SUNDAY 1st FEBRUARY

Alcoholics Anonymous St Margarets Church, Whiting Bay, 4.30pm
Family Games Kids & Adults Auchrannie Games Hall, 3pm - 4pm
Fun in the Spa Pool Auchrannie Pool, 4pm - Spm
Arran Fiddle Club- Childrens Classes Library Annexe, 1.45pm
Arran War Games Arran High School 1 - 4pm

MONDAY 2nd FEBRUARY

Senior Fitness
Over 50’s Badminton

Auchrannie 9.30am & 10.45am
Lochranza Village Hall 2pm - 4pm

Citizens Advice Open 10am - 2pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Cardiac Rehab Auchrannie Gym 12.30pm - 2pm

Core Strength
Circuit Training

Auchrannie Gym 5.30 - 6pm
Auchrannie Spa, 6.00 - 7.15pm

Citizens Advice Open 10am - 2pm
Lamlash Bridge Club Lamlash Golf Club, 7.15pm
ABS Class KA Leisure, fitness suite 6.30pm - 6.50pm
Aerobics Class KA Leisure, dance studio,7pm - 8pm
Indoor Cricket Auchrannie Gym, 7pm - 9pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow, S5pm - 5.30pm

Arran Justice, Peace & Environment Group Ormidale Hotel, 7.30pm

TUESDAY 3rd FEBRUARY

Senior Fitness
Lochranza Swimming Club

Auchrannie 9.30am & 10.30am
Kinloch 11am - 12pm

Legs Bums & Tums Auchrannie Spa 6pm - 6.45pm
Army Cadets Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Alcoholics Anonymous Brodick Church Hall - 2pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Citizens Advice Open 10am - 2pm 4 - 6pm (Appointment Only)
Pulmonary Rehab Auchrannie Gym 12.30pm - 2pm

Open Music Session
Indoor Bowling

Indoor Bowling

Brodick Toddler Group
Body Conditioning Class
Country Dancing
Shapers

Catacol Bay Hotel, 8.30pm

Auchrannie Hall, 7pm

Corrie & Sannox Village Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Church Hall, 10am - 12pm

KA Leisure, dance studio 6pm - 7pm
Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Auchrannie Gym 7 - §pm

WHAT'S ON...

WEDNESDAY 4th FEBRUARY

Mixed Hockey
Core Strength

Jnr Rugby Training
Shiskine Beavers
Aquafizz

Circuit Training
Yogalates

Arran Heritage Museum Archives & Genealogy

Kickboxing

Alcoholics Anonymous

Arran Rugby Club Seniors Training
Arran Brass Rehearsal

Coffee Morning

Whiting Bay Toddler Group

Tea Dance

Auchrannie Hall, 7pm
Auchrannie 5.30 - 6pm

P4 - S4 Ormidale Park, 6pm- 7.15pm
Shiskine Hall, 6pm - 7.15pm
Auchrannie Hotel, 9.45am - 10.30am
Auchrannie, 6pm

Auchrannie Studio, 10am - 11am
10.30 - 12.30pm & 1.30 - 3.30pm
KA Leisure, dance studio, 6pm - 7pm
Lamlash Church Hall - 7.30pm- 9pm
Ormidale Park, 7.30pm

Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm

Lamlash Church Hall, 10.15am - 12pm
Village Hall 10am - 12pm

Lochranza Hall, 2.00pm - 4.00pm

THURSDAY 5th FEBRUARY

Senior Fitness

Senior Aerobics

Citizens Advice

Lochranza Craft Club
Outdoor Run

Pilates

Aerobics

Coffee Morning

Arran Music & Drama Club Rehearsal
Cardiac Rehab

Table Tennis

KA Jog

Legs, Bums & Tums Class
Arran Junior Singers Practise
Shiskine Cubs

Scouts

Embroidery Group

Lamlash Cubs

Junior Scottish Country Dancing
Brodick Toddler Group
Brodick Bridge Club

Indoor Bowling

Outdoor Boot Camp

Royal British Legion (Arran Branch) Social Meeting

FRIDAY 6th FEBRUARY

Arran Pipe Band Practice

Lochranza & Catacol Coffee Morning
Aquafizz

Citizens Advice

Circuit Training

Quiz Night

Arran Ceilidh Dancers

Coffee Morning & Homebaking Stall

To appear in Whats On telephone the

Arran Banner 01770 302142

Auchrannie 10.450am - 11.45am
Auchrannie 9.30 - 10.30am

Open 10am - 2pm

Hall, 2pm

Auchrannie, 6pm

Auchrannie Studio, 6pm

Auchrannie Games Hall, 6pm

St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
Brodick Hall, 7.30pm

Auchrannie Gym 12.30pm - 2pm
Kildonan Hall, 3pm - Spm

KA Leisure, front reception 5.30pm

KA Leisure, gameshall, 6.30pm - 7.15pm
Whiting Bay School 6.45pm
Shiskine Hall, 6.30pm - 8pm
Shiskine Hall 8pm - 9.30pm
Brodick Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Arran High School, 6.15pm - 8pm
Lamlash Church Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Church Hall, 10am - 12pm
Ormidale Sports Pavilion, 7.15pm
Auchrannie Hall 7pm

Ormidale Park 7pm

Ormidale Hotel, 2pm

Brodick Hall, 7.30pm

10am - 12pm

Auchrannie Pool, 9.45am
Open 10am - 2pm
Auchrannie, 6pm - 7.15pm
Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9pm
Lamlash Church Hall, 8pm
Corrie Primary, 10am - 12pm

M";‘ IS ony
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RAK 2.8 TD

KIA SORENTO 2500 2.5 CRDI TITAN

2007 57 Reg, 5 door, Black. 11,000
miles. Still under warranty. Taxed
- April 09. Many extras

8 Seater Automatic, The largest people carrier available. 6 Months
Tox & MOT, 122k miles, N reg,, Pefrol, ABS, Adjustable steering
column/wheel, Air condifioning, Electric mirrors, Elediric windows, Fog
lights, Front armrest, Central locking, Radio/CD, Sunroof, Folding rear

72,000 miles, R reg, Blue,
9 months mot and
4 months tax,

Te|eph°ne: eats,Rear headres, 4 new BF Goodrich tyres.
01770 700557 Telephone: Telephone:
(Arran) 01770 860726 home 01586 550353 or
or 01770 302788 work.

07899 067699.
£2,400 o.n.o.

£15,995 o.n.o. £995

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION
AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the applications listed below together with
the plans and other documents submitted with them may be examined

at Legal and Protective Services, Cunninghame House, Irvine* between
the hours of 9.00am and 4.45pm on weekdays (4.30pm Fridays) excepting
Saturdays and Public Holidays.

Written representations may be made to the Assistant Chief Executive (Legal
and Protective Services) at the address below within the specified time from
the date of publication of this notice. Any representations received will be
open to public view.

£3,995 o.n.o. £5,100 o.n.o.

2002, 36,000 miles, Electric screen, Heated grips,
Givi top box with brake light, New rear tyre and brake pads,
Full year MOT, New bike forces sale

2 Tel: 01546 606571 / 07919 214993 2

2001, 82,000 miles, Taxed and MOT, R/C with CD multi changer,
Electric pack, Cruise control, DVD player, FSH

Tel: 07775 582144 or 01546 602254

*and at The Council Offices, Lamlash

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT CONTRARY TO
DEVELOPMENT PLANS)(SCOTLAND) DIRECTION 1996

Applications for planning permission which comprise departures or potential
departures from the adopted/approved development plans listed below the
application details. Written comments to be made within 21 days.

Application No: N/08/00977/0OPP Address: Site To West Of 11 Benlister
Terrace, Lamlash, Brodick, Isle Of Arran Proposed Development: Residential
development

CONDITIONS OFACCEPTANCE 2 RENAULT

FORADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions MASTER VANS

which relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications
owned by Wyvex Media Group Limited.

Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Group
lan Snodgrass Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part. The
Chief Executive s Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising

materials to the public within these publications.

NORT:-'a LﬁIESHIRE 1 Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful
and comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and
all other codes.

2 The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular

advertisement.

3  The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the
advertisement by giving reasonable notice.

4 An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made
on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.

S Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the

Ayrshire Structure Plan Policy(s) :-
Arran Local Office Local Plan Policy(s) :- RES1, ENV1

Cunninghame House
IRVINE KA12 8EE

Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the e
publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the £6Isoo (Int VAT) 'or bo'h vans.
H whole cost of the advertisement. : 114 .
JOhn Thomson ConStrUCtlon Ltd' 6 The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Registered 2003, Mot'd til March 2009, Taxed til Feb. 2009,

. Scots Law. In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher | ’ 53,900 & 41 ,0?0 mll|es ,FS.H |
Pro ertles For Sale to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters Plywood lined 'me”f)r: roof rack, towbar, rear ladder
p will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Both good working order, Former works vans

Court as the Publisher may choose.

Mi"hi" Development 7  The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage Tel: 0]546 602226 2
occasioned by any total or partial failure (however caused) of

Lamlash publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which

any advertisement is scheduled to appear. In the event of any
error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement

Luxury 3/4 Bedroom or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert TOYOTA
Villas the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the

case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the COROLLA Gs
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where
the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from

the advertisement.
8 Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within

Laigh Letter Row fourteen days of publication. In no circumstances shall the total
o 2 liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed
y Lamlash the amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for
r the particular advertisement in connection with which liability
n . arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type
"| 3 Bedroom semi and standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with

a : which liability arose.
h detached villas 9 The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the

Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened

. . legal actions arising from the publication of the advertisement
Fixed Price £180,000 in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in
accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in
pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10 Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance
No' 9 Glen Court of order by the Publisher. All advertising on a credit basis must £235°
_ Brodick be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
. i 51. di?]i‘gf;‘; fﬁ:i‘i};t?:;?‘;evg ?éiegrb;; E};E;:;‘?::g‘:ezgi E’)‘; Tﬁ: Auto 1.6 V\V.T Engine, 3 door hatch, Y reg 2001, Mid green metallic, Taxed February 2009, MOT De-
3 Bedroom semi detached invoice. In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge t'ember 2909,42,00[] miles, ABS, Air Con, E!etm'c windows, EIe.ttrlcdoor.mlr'rors, Remote'(entrul.lc'xk-
villa in quiet residential late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a ing, Radio / cassette / CD, Two owners, Service history, Economical, Service history, Very nice condition
K daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid. In addition T I' 01546 870336
IOcatlon. the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an el

administration fee. In the event of late payment the Publisher
i i reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an
Fixed Price £ 200,000 additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though

12 A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of

For an appointment to view Telephone 01770 600242 (Helen our conditions. DRIVE TIMES DRIVE TIMES
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BIAN N EH

RECRUITMENT

A SVENTURE

RECRUITING for 2009

Senior Instructor

Required to lead a team of instructors and to ensure the professional
delivery of the company’s range of activities. Applicants should have
relevant qualifications in Kayaking and Sailing, together with experience
in Climbing and Mountain Biking. A driving licence is also required.
Hours / Days of Work

This is a full-time seasonal post from March to October.

Salary

The salary is negotiable, depending on experience.

Sales & Marketing Administrator

The ideal candidate will have a keen interest in adventure activities and
be confident in dealing with customers. A friendly outgoing personality
and an ability to contribute to a positive team spirit are essential.
Applicants should have a mature, responsible disposition and be
experienced in customer service, use of computer systems and tel-
ephone reception.

Hours / Days of Work

Applications will be considered for part-time/full-time hours and this
would include some weekends.

This position is also suitable for a job-share, so we would welcome a
joint application to cover 7 days per week, where weekend working
could be shared.

This is a seasonal post starting in March.

Salary / Benefits

The salary is negotiable, depending on experience.

Staff benefits include access to adventure activities and use of equip-
ment, membership of 4* leisure club.

Caledonian MacBrayne

Hebridean & Clyde Ferrie

CalMac Ferries Limited has a requirement for:

Seasonal Port Assistant

Brodick, Isle of Arran

40 hours per week (fixed term contracts)

Ref 239-SB

Rate of Pay £7.02 per hour

Reporting to the Port Manager, you will need a flexible approach to your
day-to-day responsibilities. You will be responsible for all duties connected
with ship movements, gangways and securing of vessels, customer
enquiries and sales/collection of passenger/vehicle tickets. In addition duties
will include cash handling, use of VHF and PA Systems and the control of
passengers and vehicles embarking and disembarking from vessels.

You must be computer literate with excellent verbal and written
communication skills. A flexible approach to working is essential as shift
and weekend work will be involved.

You must be customer focused, have a clear understanding of the customer
interface and have a proactive approach to customer care.

Being able to commute to the Brodick ferry terminal on a daily basis is essential.

If you are interested in this position, please respond by sending your CV
quoting reference number 239 - SB no later than Friday 13th February
2009 to:

David MacBrayne HR (UK) Limited
Ferry Terminal, Gourock, PA19 1QP
t: 01475 650100 f: 01475 650268

Calmac Ferries Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Elderly Brodick lady looking for reliable and
interesting lady to help take her out for short
walks, coffee and a drive.

Use of a car
8 — 10 hours a week
Flexible days
Good hourly rate for right person
Apply to Arran Banner Box No 131

[ PERSONAL ASSISTANT / CARER )

BUSINESS
OPORTUNITY

The ORIET INN,
LAaQOLASD

Think YOU are good enough

to run your own business?

We are looking for enthusiastic knowledgeable
people to run The Drift Inn. We offer a
very competitive lease and terms vary

depending on experience.

If you are interested please send an email to
martin.sutherland@challengerinns.co.uk
or telephone Martin on 07768 704203
for further information.

All enquiries will be treated strictly confidentially.

For 53-year-old man seeking to maintain
independence at home.

Permanent part-time position in Shiskine area.
Hours 9am — 4pm 2 days per week plus holiday cover.

Experience in moving and assisting would be
advantageous as this will be an essential part of your
role — training can be provided.

Reply in writing to Arran Banner Box No. 130

Auchrannie
Job Vacancies

We are currently seeking a full time:
Receptionist
Computer literacy and excellent customer
service skills essential.

Experience preferred however full training will be provided
Competitive Salary & Benefits

(-

For full job description and further detils contact

David Johnston : 01770 303335

www.auchranniejobs.co.uk

Part-time secretary

required for Dougarie Estate

Hours of work by agreement
Please apply in writing to:-

S.C. Gibbs, Dougarie Estate,
Isle of Arran, KA27 S8EB

Craigielea Care Home

2 x Part Time
Care Assistants Required

EXPERIENGED JOINERS
& HGV DRIVER
REQUIRED

Required
John Thomson Construction Ltd

Tel: (017701 600 242

Flexible Hours
Training will be given

For more info

Tel Judy on 700245

BANNERFORUM

’ Have your say on the forum at
WWW.ARRANBANNER.CO.UK

"\9‘ ‘ \" ‘

Youve already
made it to

WORD 4.

E

Readers of local press are up to 50% more likely
to notice the advertising.

Go to www.thewantedads.co.uk to find out more.

e

the wanted ads
Regional Press

The Newspaper Society

Source: Independent research conducted by GfK NOP on behalf of the Newspaper Society.
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COMPUTING

~Arran

Business Services

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

PRINTERS & STATIONERS

For all your IT and
computing needs
including: good advice —
repairs — internet access

Contact Bill Stewart on
01770830343

DECORATORS

Clark Country Services
Lantra Qualified — Fully Insured

D4 ou e e Coll Ot
TPl Loging, Prning & e Vor
Lndsape Grrin
P clging o o wshing

For Free quote
Phone Brion on 01770 $70546
Hob, 07900 901325

GAS SERVICING

Stevie’s Decor

Painting and
Decorating
Interior and Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall

01770 600168
Mobile 07901592922

GAS - OIL SERVICES
(ARRAN)

PHONE 01770 600 536
Installation, repairs and servicing
Boilers/Cookers and Fires
Insurance safety certificates

for domestic premises
holiday homes, caravans
and park homes
OFTEC REG. N0.C9802
(ITB REG. NO. 03187178/1
CORGI REG.NO. 228544

DOUBLE GLAZING PLASTERERS
M“ B mnn J. HUTTON
Quality Wall
e And Floor Tiling
ouble Glazing
Windows & Doors Indoor and Out
Quality installation at Ceramic, Porcelain, Natural
affordable prices Stone, Mosaic
Free estimate For prompt service
Phone 01290 420587 Telephone
Mobile 07775 594115 07821915500
ROOFING
FLORISTS
. BOND
Arran Florists ROOFING LTD
Quality flowers for The Flat Roof
every occasion Specialists
Closed till Mon 9 Feb Telephone
Reopens with special 01560 600665
01[1[61’5 (OI’ VAIGT)J(H)GS Island References
Day Available
01770 303746 Fenwick, Ayrshire,
The Douglas Centre, Brodick KA36EY

Business Cards,
Compliment Slips &
Headed Paper

Every business should
have them, be professional
impress your customers.

Contact us at
The Arran Bannar
Brodick, Iske of Aran, KAZ7 8AJ
Tel: (01770) 302142 Fax: (01770) 302021

Call into
The Arran Banner
Brodick, lsle of Arran, KA2T 84|
Tel: (01770) 302142
ax: (017700 30202

Wedding
Stationery

Top quality wedding stationery

{0 make your day extra special.

Brochures available to take awg
and browse through.

Contact us at
The Arran Bamter
Brodich, Isle of Arra, KA2T 841
Tef: (01770) 302142
Fax: (01770) 302021

TAXIS

TANIS
TO04T

[IM DOUGLAS

TAXIS

Telephone
0789 9906642

Prompt & efficient
service

FRSPEE,
LJ L]

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
LOGS FOR
SALE

Hard wood and
soft wood

Tel Ernie on
07920281215

PRIVATE CLASSIFIEDS

Telephone 01770 302142
to place your advert

WANTED
CHEST FREEZER, medium size
Tel 870245

SMALL POLY TUNNEL Tel
810659

POINT OF LAY pullets Tel
810659

PACKING BOXES Tel 302331

FREE TO UPLIFTER

3 PIECE SUITE. Tel 600348
RECLINER CHAIR Tel 600348

FURNITURE

LARGE GLASS 2 tier TV table.
2 years old, £300 when new, £70
Tel 600407

LOW WARDROBE £40 antique
pine, fairly new, good con. Tel
860726

6 DRAWER tallboy £30 antique
pine, fairly new, good con. Tel
860726

HEATING

DIMPLEX STORAGE heaters,
large size x 5. Buyer collects £50
each ono Tel 830394

CARAVAN

STATIC CARAVAN Sleeps 4/6
Ex Con £1,000 Tel 302825

SERVICE TO
PROMOTE?

THE ARRAN

BIAWN NIER!

Tel: 01770 302142
www.arranban nar.m,uk

SELL YOUR ITEMS
WORTH £30 OR
MORE FOR AS
LITTLE AS £7.48

You could have just what our
readers are looking for?!

You can sell those items that you no longer need for just

£7.48 for up to 16 words.

WE NEED YOUR COPY BY

TUESDAY 4PM
BY PHONE ON 01770 302142

OR email
adverts@arranbanner.net
THE ARRAN BANNER
BRODICK
01770 302142

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

CardNo.[ [ [ [[[[[[J]]]]]]] Exvirypate
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BIRTHS HOLY CROSS PERSONALS C
CATHOLIC CHURCH aSt your
CURTIS Sunday Morning Mass 11am

Ewan and Elise (nee Sinclair)
are delighted to announce the
arrival of their daughter Amelie
Elizabeth Mary at The Queen
Mother’s Maternity Hospital in
Glasgow on Thursday January
15th 2009

HACKETT

To David and Mhairi (nee
Macleod) a son, James Russell,
born 13th January at Ayrshire
Maternity Unit.

A first grandchild for Gus and
Sharon and great grandchild for
Highet and Mae Allan and Violet
Macleod

DEATHS

SCHLUND - ELIZABETH

Peacefully at home in Kilmacolm
on 27th January 2009, Elizabeth
Hamilton Schlund, devoted wife
of the late Arnold, loved and
loving mother of Fiona, Margaret
and Christine and much loved
Grandmother. Funeral service, to
which all family and friends are
respectfully invited, at St Bride’s
Church, Lochranza, on Tuesday
3rd February at 12 noon. Family
flowers only please.’

CHURCH NOTICES

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran: Brodick,
Corrie, Lochranza,
Pirnmill and Shiskine.
Independent but
working together.
Minister
Rev Angus Adamson.
Parish Asst
Mrs Jean Hunter.
Worship will be conducted in the
above churches
at the following times. to which
all are invited
Sunday 1 February
Brodick Church 10.30am.
Corrie Church 12pm
Pirnmill 10.15am. Including
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Shiskine 12pm. Including
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
A service of Worship will be
held in Montrose House at
1.30pm.

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH
Sunday 1 February
The Sacrament of
Communion will be
celebrated by the minister,
Rev Elizabeth Watson,
at 10.30am. This table be-
longs to the Lord Jesus and
all who love Him are most
welcome. There will be activi-
ties for our young people in
the Church Hall.

Tea and coffee will be
served after the service.
All welcome.

There will be a service in
Cooriedoon at 2.30pm and
a service in Craigielea at
3.15pm to which all friends
are welcome.

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
(in full communion with
the Church of England)
St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 1 February
Holy Communion.
11.00 am. Revd Paul
Fletcher
Annual Church Meeting
after the service
Wednesday 4 February
Holy Communion, 12.15 pm.
All Welcome.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a
fellowship to share”
Sunday 1 February
Rev. John Webster
Kilmory 10am
Lamlash 11.30am
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND
Sunday 1 February
(Church is on the road between
Machrie & Blackwaterfoot)
Shiskine 11am
Brodick 7pm (Church is behind
Post Office)

Sunday School meets in the
Church Hall

Rev David Karoon
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND (continuing)
Sunday 1 February
11lam
Trust Housing Lounge,Glen
Estate,Brodick
Evening Service, 7pm
5 Glen Road.

Prayer Meeting
Wednesday 4 February
Tpm
Rev. D.Macleod
All welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH
Ormidale Pavilion,
Brodick.

Sunday 1 February
10.45 Communion
Tea and coffee from 11.10
11.30 Worship and Word
Speaker: Rev Colin Mutch
Everyone welcome

ARRAN CHURCHES TO-
GETHER
Taize worship
Thursday 5 Fenruary
8pm
St Margarets Episcopal
Church
Whiting Bay
All welcome

RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF
FREINDS (QUAKERS)
Meeting for Worship
Sunday 1 February
11 am.

11 Glen Estate, Glencloy
Road, Brodick, Enquiries
to Jeny 302779. All very
welcome.

The Isle of Arran Rugby
Club would like to say
a huge thank you to the
weatherlottery.com

for its recent donation.
The sum of £700 will
help towards training
facilities and coaching
within the Club.

Amie Hume would
like to thank everyone
who attended her
21st birthday party
and for all the lovely
gifts received. It was a
fantastic night — one to
remember

vote 1n
Co-op
elections

The Scottish Cooperative area
committee elections take place
this week and Co-op members
are being urged to remember to
cast their vote.

All Co-op member cardhold-
ers should receive ballot papers
through the post.

There are 18 candidates stand-
ing in the South west of Scot-
land area to fill 12 posts.

Arran’s current committee
member is Bill Roberts from
Whiting Bay.

Thanks again
5] § ]

Tom Dolan
Would like to thank
everyone for the gifts and
cards received on his 70th
birthday and everyone
who attended his party at
Macs Bar.
Special thanks go to
Billy, Janie and staff for
their hospitality and for
helping to make it such a

memorable day

BANNER
FORUM

We want to
hear your views.
Contact us at

WW\W.
ARRANBANNER.
CO.UK
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SCOTLAND’S
WINTER WILDLIEE

ABERFELDY’S ALPINE INSPIRED I
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS AND SPRING WEL .

THIS MONTH: SPRING WEDDING SPECIAL, OLD
ABERDEEN, WINTER WILDLIFE, RIVERBANK
SANCTUARIES, PLUS: TRAVEL, FOOD & DRINK,
PROPERTY, COUNTRY NEWS, FASHION, HOMES
& GARDENS, COUNTRY NEWS, COMPETITIONS...

 ON SALE NOW_

THE PUNDIT SPEAKS OUT

After an absence of many years The Banner’s much loved
Fanatic sports reporter has returned in a new incarnation.

He (or she) has taken on a new persona under the name of
The Pundit and while it may not be the same person, they
will aim to report and comment on all the pressing sporting
issues on the island just as before. The Pundit is guaranteed
to have an opinion on all sporting matters.

In this new manifestation, The Pundit will not be confined to
writing about the Arran Football League but will be covering
all manner of sports from rugby to clay pigeon shooting.

So, here I am, sitting at my desk and trying to decide what
to write about in this first article.

There are many issues facing sport on Arran: the disruption
of the rugby club’s matches due to bad weather, the non-
existent men’s darts league or the island’s once promising
hockey team.

Whatever the subject, I’'m sure you will have your view
on it.

Anyway, back to deciding what this piece shall be about.

I think I’1l just do the bloke thing and talk about football,
and whether the island should have a football team of its own.
There are many reasons why the island could, and possibly
should have a squad.

There is definitely the player-pool and fan base, and - al-
though debatable after the footage Sky Sports showed recently
- the talent.

I’m sure also that finance wouldn’t be a problem, but could
the island give support to a rugby and a football team?

A football calendar, much like the rugby club’s could
help. But hey, this is football, and some of the players may
not be as comfortable as the rugby team when it comes to
getting their kit off.

But there are a few issues I could see against an island
team. One reason that [ can think of, off the top of my head,
is that the prestigious Arran League might have to downsize
to allow an island squad to compete on the mainland and not
clash with the rugby season.

Many teams may have to cope with the loss of key players
for crunch matches, and provide coaches with a selection
headache. (I think that this is one scenario though that North-
end captain Matt Milne won’t have to worry about.)

However, you never know, if there was an island team, one
of the Big Four might not actually win the five team Arran
league!

I’'m pretty sure I can already hear another paper organising
the petition for Arran FC, and designing the ‘Northend are
league champions’ headline. (I'm fairly certain that is another
reason against it.)

And of course, the all-important question: ‘What would
happen to the local team’s adult policies?’

Most squads will be filled with youngsters and there will
be no room for the development of 30 and 40-year-olds
- Davie Currie may just have to come out of retirement!
Slowly but surely I find myself on the losing side of this argu-
ment, which is ridiculous because I could just make something
up to balance it out!

Oh wait, I’'m getting mixed up with writing for a different
kind of paper!

Anyway, all factors considered, myself and many others still
do think that Isle of Arran FC could work — just not in their
current red and white Shiskine strip.
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Bar Eden win pool knockout competition

The team from the Bar Eden
in Whiting Bay won the pool
knockout shield in Kilmory on
Sunday evening.

The event was held in Kil-
mory Village Hall for the first
time last year and it was a great
success but sadly this year,
only four teams turned up to
take part.

‘It was a real disappointment,’
said Craig Black, the Arran
pool league’s vice-chairman.
‘We began with a mini league
so that the teams coming in first
and second place played for
the shield and third and fourth
played for the second chance
salver.’

Bar Eden defeated the Cam-
eronia 5-3 to win the knockout
shield.

In the second chance salver
round, the Drift Inn overcame
PT1934 by the same score to
win the trophy.

Craig said that he and Angus
Cook, pool league chairman,
believe that after the poor

.

il |
It

turnout on Sunday the league
may have to fold at the end of
next season.

Both are now hoping that a
good turnout at the Arran Pool

tain accepts the knockout
shield from Angus Cook,
chairman of the Arran Pool
League. vospois

Open competition next Sunday
(February 8) will increase in-
terest in the game.

The open competition can be
entered by anyone from Ar-
ran. It starts at 2pm, venue to
beconfirmed.

Second chance salver winners the Drift Inn. vospoloz

Pool league results for Thurs-
day January 22: Drift Out
5 Corrie 7 (gallon), PHT 8
Kildonan 4 (G), Catacol 4 (G)
PT1934 8, Bar Eden 9 (G)

Cameronia 3.

The draw for the first round of the singles
competition to be played on or by Sunday
February 1 is as follows: C McBain (Cam-
eronia) v M McDonald (Drift) at the PHT, S
McGovern (Bar Eden) v F Barr (Bar Eden)
or D Cudrie (PHT) at the Cameronia, S
Logan (Catacol) v B Radtkouski (PHT), J
Ainsworth (Cameronia) v L Girbow (Drift)
at the PHT, J Welsh (Drift) v E Ingram (Bar
Eden) at Cameronia, I Murchie (Drift) v M
Williamson (PT1934) at the Bar Eden, J
McPherson (Bar Eden) v P Stewart (PHT)
at the Cameronia, A Duncan (Bar Eden) v L
Logan (Catacol) or T Mulholland (PT1934)
at the PHT, S Pringle (Bar Eden) v W Mc-
Donald (Drift) at the PHT, S Scott (Drift)
v A McDonald (PT1934) at Bar Eden, A
Cook (Cameronia) or S Patrick (PT1934) v
S Heaney (Drift) or John Ferguson (Cam-
eronia) at the PHT, D Head (Bar Eden)
v N Auld (Bar Eden) at the Bar Eden, M
McKee (Drift) or J Copperwheat (Drift)
v M Picken (PT1934) at the Cameronia, J
Picken (PT1934) v H Driver (Kildonan) at
the Bar Eden, E Picken (PT1934) v G Willis
(Cameronia) or I Roberts (PHT) at the Bar
Eden and finally M Worthington (PT1934) v
G Blythe (Drift) at the Cameronia.
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The Bar Eden, winners of the Arran Pool Knockout Shield in Kilmory Hall. nospoior

McKelvie.

ganises and runs the evening.

on Monday evenings.

Lamlash Bridge - Peggy
Currie Cup 2009

Seven bridge teams competed for the Peggy Currie Cup in
Lamlash Golf clubhouse last Monday January 26.

This keenly contested competition is played in teams of four
for a lovely cup that was presented to the club by the family
of the late Peggy Currie who was a stalwart member of all the
Arran Bridge Clubs and an excellent player.

The winning team was Jean Barclay, Morag Gardner, Jennifer
McArthur and Eendie McNiven.

Runners up and winning the Ann Cook Salver was the team
of Douglas Hamilton, Tricia Martin, Janie Maclure and Anne

The club extends grateful thanks to Janie Maclure who or-

Lamlash Bridge Club meets in the golf clubhouse at 7.15pm

Winners of the Peggy Currie Cup; Morag Gardner,
Jennifer McArthur, Jean Barclay and Eendie McNiven.

Arran Ladies Golf
Union

Twenty one ladies played at
Whiting Bay on Saturday Janu-
ary 24 in the third leg of the
Drumadoon Tray.

Although the starting time
of the competition had to be
delayed by an hour to allow
the frost to clear, everyone en-
joyed playing in lovely sunny
weather and the views were
magnificent.

Some ladies also played very
good golf. The winning score
was returned by a welcome
newcomer to the ALGU, Lynn
Walker of Whiting Bay with an
excellent score of 90-22= 68.

The runner up was Viv Parks
of Shiskine with a 69 on a BIH
from Pat Adamson also of
Shiskine. Pat took the scratch
with an 85.

Our thanks are extended to

Whiting Bay Golf Club for the
courtesy of the course and to
Susan Kidston and Jean David-
son for the delicious soup and
sandwiches.

Whiting Bay Golf
Club

Sunday January 25, 8 played
in the fourth round of the (well
named) Winter Cup in wet and
blustery conditions.

CSS 63, SSS 66 (RO), John
Pennycott (11)68, John Taylor
(20).

John Pennycott had the only
Magic two at the 5th hole.
Fixtures: Sunday February 1,
Winter League at Lamlash Golf
Club against Corrie.

Tee-off at 11.40am. Sunday
February 8, Winter Cup Round
5

Arran Golfers

Association

Winter League 2008/2009
The game involving hosts Cor-
rie Golf Club and Lamlash fi-
nally got underway on the third
time of asking in what turned
out to be atrocious weather
conditions towards the end of
the round.

The start of the day wasn’t

too bad but deteriorated as the
day went on, the soup and sand-
wiches were a welcome relief
for all players concerned.

The first game was a bat-
tle of former island cham-
pion Dougie Macfarlane and
J Henderson against present
champion Ewan McKinnon
and Stephen Beardsley.

Ewan even got a stroke which
is unusual for someone off
a handicap of one, and after
many swings and turns the
match ended all square with
Jim getting a fine net birdie at
the last despite the rising tide
on the home green!

Second were Andy Pattison
and Alan Smith against John
Adams and Drew Crawford.
With the weather getting worse
a gentlemanly half was agreed
which Andy and Smithy were
more than happy to take.

Smithy was having a bad hair
day and is possibly the only
man in Arran golfing history to
start and finish a game of golf
with a different hair colour!

Third up were Dan Bremn-
er and Bob Hastings against
Alistair Macdonald and son
Mark. Nothing much separated
the pairs and the game finally
ended at the last in favour of

Corrie. Alistair had a few ad-
venturous holes but none more
so than the 13" where local
knowledge definitely played its
part. While his playing partners
all attempted to hit balls into the
teeth of the hurricane and go for
the green Alistair decided to go
for the 14" fairway then drill a
four iron to 10 foot and hole
the putt to win the hole, much
to Lamlash’s amazement.

Final game out was Lee Gir-
bow and Alan Winship up
against past chairman Eddie
Cannon and present chairman
Donald Logan.

This was the most one-sided
game and the result went in
favour of the chair 5 up.

Reports that Lee threw the
game to go drinking in the
Southend at the pool knockout
cup have not been confirmed
although enquiries are con-
tinuing.

Fixtures: Fourth round of the
Winter League on Sunday Feb-
ruary 1 at Lamlash Golf Club.
Draw: Lamlash v Brodick at
10am, Machrie v Shiskine at
10.50am, Whiting Bay v Corrie
at 11.40am.

Keep everything crossed fora
decent forecast as I think we are
due one. Corrie are scheduled

to play Brodick in the final
outstanding match next week
so league standings should be
clear going into the final match
at Brodick in March, a league
table will be printed ready for
the final round.

Shiskine Golf Club

Sunday January 25, Ryder
Cup Results: Kilpatrick 6
Shiskine 2, Torbeg 2 Black-
waterfoot 2.

Ryder Cup Table so far: 1
Blackwaterfoot 21, 2 Shiskine
16, 3 Torbeg 14, 4 Kilpatrick
13.

Fixtures: Thursday Febru-
ary 5, Ladies 18 hole Medal.
Saturday February 7 18 hole
Medal.

Brodick Golf Club

Winter Cup, Sunday January
25, six played, CSS RO.

1 Robert McCrae (7)30 points
BIH, 2 lain Sillars (14)30
points. There were two magic
twos from Robert McCrae and
Bruce Jenkins.

Corrie Golf Club

Saturday January 24, Winter
Cup.

1 M MacDonald 75-18=57,
2 A Smith 69-10=59 BIH, 3 B

Barr 80-21=59.
Monday January 26, Winter
Cup.

1 T Cotton 72-17=55, 2
H McArthur 72-13=59, 3 I
Buchanan 67-6=61.

Sunday January 25, Winter
League. Congratulations to
the Amphibians on a fine 3-1
victory over Lamlash.

Fixtures: Saturday January
31, sweep tee-off at 12pm.
Monday February 2, Monday
Cup tee-off at 12pm.

Machrie Bay Golf
Club

Tuesday January 13, Win-
ter Cup. 1 Hamish Ban-
natyne 60, 2 Hugh McLel-
land 61, 3 Peter Emsley 65.
Scratch Hamish Bannatyne
63.

He also got the year off
to a flying start by get-
ting three magic twos.

Tuesday January 20, Lochran-
za Hotel Cup. 1 David Price 36
points, 2 Brian Sherwood
34 BIH, 3 Peter Emsley 34.
Scratch Brian Sherwood 78.
Fixtures: Tuesday February
3, Winter Cup 12pm tee-off.
Saturday February 7, Lo-
chranza Hotel Cup 12pm tee-
off.
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Calcutta

rugby on Arran

The visit to the island last
week of the world’s oldest
international rugby trophy has
hopefully increased interest
in the sport among Arran’s
schoolchildren.

The Calcutta Cup is presented
to the winner of the annual
match between Scotland and
England.

Greg Sinclair, KA Leisure’s
rugby development officer
brought the cup to Arran last
Wednesday to let youngsters
across the island get a first hand
look at it.

Greg took the cup to all of the
island’s primary schools before
going to Arran High School in
the late afternoon.

Arran Rugby Club then dis-
played the trophy at the Ormi-
dale Pavilion on Wednesday
night.

Rugby Fans

Hazel Gardiner, headteacher
of Pirnmill Primary School
said: ‘It was just great for the
children to see the trophy up
close like that. I’'m not sure
if there were any rugby fans
before but I’m sure that seeing

Greg Sinclair, KA Leisure’s rugby devel-

opment officer with 10-year-old Connor
Percy at Brodick Primary School with the

famous rugby trophy. boseupos

the trophy will have piqued
their interest in the sport.’

When the Calcutta Football
Club in India closed down in
1877 the club created the cup
by melting down their remain-
ing rupees in their funds and
the trophy was donated to the
RFU in 1878.

The cup soon became the
prize for the yearly match be-
tween England and Scotland.

Scotland are the current tro-
phy holders after defeating
England 15-9 at Murrayfield
on March 8§ last year.

John Rankin of Pirnmill with Sinclair Ma-
cLeod of Catacol and the Calcutta

Cup. boseupoz

Cup i increases interest in

The pupils at Pirnmill Primary School with the Calcutta Cup. boscupor

J Steed.

Pringle and C Weir.
A Hobbs.

Wooden.

ern and M Megarrell.

I Wilson.

Winter bowls at
Auchrannie

Results for Monday December 22, 14 bowlers: C Steed and

Tuesday January 6, 16 bowlers: ] Haggart and J Steed.
Thursday January 8, 13 bowlers: J Lauder, D Hendry, N

Tuesday January 13, 23 bowlers J Steed, I Davidson and
Thursday January 15, 18 bowlers: C Weir, N Pringle and T
Tuesday January 20, 20 bowlers: I Hendry, S Allen, ] McGov-

Thursday January 22, 20 bowlers: C Steed, I Davidson and

Results

from
Brodick
Bridge Club

Results for Thursday January
22.N/S: 1 H Boyd and L Paul
+3300, 2 J Murchie and D
Scobie +1220, 3 J Barclay and
M Gardner +140.

E/W: 1V Iutz and C McAl-
lister +2490, 2 T Martin and D
Hamilton +1450, 3 J MacLure
and A McKelvie +1140.

French rugby trip for Matthew

Matthew Evans of Lamlash has
been invited to attend a pres-
tigious rugby training course
at Perpignan in the south of
France.

He will be joining the Glas-
gow Thistles development trip
for two weeks next June.

A Thistles spokesman said:
“To be a Glasgow Thistle means
being a member of a very ex-
clusive group of players.

‘Each player should recognise
the commitment that is being
made on their behalf. The play-
ers selected are ambassadors
for their club and school, Glas-
gow rugby and for Scotland.

‘This trip should be a very
fulfilling experience for all
those who have been fortunate
enough to be invited.’

The course will be based
at Malibu Village resort near
Perpignan and has superb fa-
cilities.

It is regularly used by many
of the French and Italian teams
as well as Harlequins, Sale
Sharks and Australia. The
south of France is the heart of
French rugby with all its tradi-
tions and favourable playing
conditions.

Last August Matthew was
selected to captain the Ayrshire
Kestrels under-15 rugby team
and went on to lead them to vic-
tory in their four matches.

Kestrels head coach Stevie
Edwards said: ‘It is a great
honour for Matthew to be
playing at this level. Arran is

breeding a lot of good young
rugby players.’

Matthew and other selected
players will be departing from
Glasgow Airport on Wednes-
day June 24 and returning on
Tuesday July 7.

Matthew Evans captaining Ayrshire Kestrels.

The cost of the trip is sub-
stantial and a large part is met
by the club but each player
will have to make a significant
contribution so Matthew will
be looking for as much support
as possible.
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