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www.thomsonconstruction.co.uk
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John Thomson Construction Ltd
Building & Civil Engineering Contractors, Joiners & Glaziers
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Two of Arran’s prominent 
citizens have just had their 
achievements recognised in 
the New Year Honours list.

Iain Johnston, of Auchrannie, 
and Celia Butler, of Cooriedoon, 

Pair honoured 
to receive MBEs

Celia Butler MBE, who received her award for 
services to older people. 02_b01mbe03

Thrilled to bits - Iain Johnston MBE who has 
overseen the development of Auchrannie Country 

House Hotel, Spa resort and Country Club. 02_b01mbe02

REPORT
by HOWARD DRIVER

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

were both awarded an MBE 
last Saturday.

Iain’s award is for service 
to the hospitality and tourist 
industries on Arran, and 
Celia’s for services to older 

people on Arran. 
By coincidence, they both 

began their island businesses 
22 years ago. 

In 1988 Iain bought the 12-
bedroom Brodick guesthouse 
at Auchrannie and has since 
masterminded its development 
into Auchrannie Country 
House Hotel, Spa Resort and 
Country Club. 

The company is now the 
biggest private employer on 
the island with up to 150 staff 
in summer. 

Celia came to Arran in 1988 
and bought Whiting Bay Hotel. 
After extensive refurbishment 
to the building, it opened later 
that year as Cooriedoon Care 
Home for the elderly.

This week Iain told the 
Banner: ‘I’m thrilled to bits 
and very surprised. 

‘But the hotel business would 
not have got to this stage 
without the continued support 
of Linda (wife) and Ronnie 

‘I’m semi-retired and still 
managing director, but make 
sure that I come in every day. 

Iain came to Arran in 1977 

grocers in Blackwaterfoot. 

in my career,’ he joked. 

‘They made me island Tourist 

that Arran really needed an 
all-weather facility. Times 
change, and holidaymakers’ 
expectations are higher. I 
had some criticism from 
traditionalists for saying that 

but my aims have never 
varied.’

In 1998 Iain and Linda 
ce lebra ted  10  years  a t 
Auchrannie, by which time 
they were employing 70 staff. 
At a grand ceremony in 2002, 
Phillip Riddle, chief executive 
of VistScotland, officially 
opened the new Spa Resort. 

Celia Butler was just as 
pleased and surprised with 
her MBE. 

After working as a community 
sister in Lanarkshire and in a 
care home in Prestwick, she 
moved to Arran and opened 
Cooriedoon in 1988. 

Celia said: ‘My daughter 
Sandra has been a friend and 
support throughout. She got 
all the staff together on New 
Year’s Eve and told them 
about the MBE. 

‘They were pleased for me, 
but this award is as much for 
them as for me. Sandra took 
over the day-to-day running 

still very involved.’
The home has 26 residents 

Recognition for man behind isle’s 
biggest employer and for top carer

Clansman sails in to 
cover Brodick service
Regular ferry travellers will 
be able to enjoy different 
comforts for the next two 
weeks while MV Clansman
comes on duty to take over 
the ferry service between 
Ardrossan and Brodick. 

MV Caledonian Isles is 
going up the Clyde for her 
annual service at the Garvel 
shipyard in Greenock. 

From Sunday she will be 

replaced by the Clansman
which will be undertaking 
a 10-and-a-half hour cruise 
down from Oban and comes 
complete with her own crew 
of Highland gentlemen. 

Clansman is equipped for 
longer crossings, and during 
her spells here as relief 
vessel, Arran passengers often 
comment on the more relaxed 
surroundings.
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• Do you have a story for
The Arran Banner? Call our
reporters on 01770-302142

Extensions
Renovations
Garages

DIY Supplies
Drainage
Plant Hire
UPVC Cladding
Kitchens
Bathrooms
Laminate Flooring 
Tiling

Timber treatment & Chemical DPC 
with 30 year guarantee
Glazing (24 hour service)
Conservatories
Replacement Windows 
(aluminium, PVC, timber)

Hendry’s Funeral Services Ltd
15 Glen Avenue, Brodick

Your Local Independent Funeral Director
All funeral arrangements

Agents for Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
and Robertson Memorials

Tel Clair on 01770 302233

Modest
celebrations
Local police sergeant Bob
MacKay reports that the
festive season on Arran has
passed with few incidents.

He said: ‘Folk seemed to
have enjoyed Christmas
and New Year with modest
celebrations.

‘Discipline has not been a
major problem and the island’s
hotels and bars have done their
bit by keeping good order,’ he
added.

‘Bar trade may have suffered,
but I believe that off-sales of
alcohol have hit bumper levels
this year.’

Reported to fiscal
At 3pm on Friday December
31 a 26-year-old man currently
living in Lamlash was stopped
in the village by police and
allegedly found to be in
possession of a quantity of
controlled drugs.

A report has been sent to the
Procurator Fiscal.

Police files

Wheely great response to trust collection
The Valdete Trust collection
in Brodick Co-op two weeks
ago raised the amazing sum of
£542 for the charity.

Thanks go to the Co-op

which supplied a superb

£244 on its own.
Sue and Julian Davidson, of

Whiting Bay, established the

Valdete Trust three years ago
when they brought Valdete, a
youngAlbanian girl, to Britain
for life-changing surgery to
help her walk again.

Since then, they have helped
set up a day care centre for
young disabled people in
Tirana, the Albanian capital.

Now Sue has bought five

new wheelchairs with the
proceeds of the collection, and
in January is taking them out
to designated disabled people
in Albania, some of who have
never had a wheelchair in
their lives.

Keep an eye on the Arran
Banner for photos when Sue
returns.

Shake-up of library management
in Brodick could save £50,000

A reorganization of library services on Arran could save the council £51,000 a 
year. 01_b01lib01

A reorganisat ion of the
management at Brodick
Library could save the council
more than £50,000 next year,
according to a review of
community facilities.

The report, commissioned
by North Ayrshire Council
(NAC), into local authority
owned libraries, halls and
community centres said that
£51,000 could be saved at
Brodick.

The island’s library and
Brodick Village Hall are
the only facilities run by the
council on Arran.

Like other local authorities
across the country, NAC must

next three years.
As part of this process, the

council agreed to commission
a formal review of the
culture and leisure services
earl ier last year, which
includes an examination of
local community halls and
libraries.

Councillor Margie Currie
said: ‘I sincerely hope that

council savings will not mean
job losses on Arran because
the NAC workforce is pretty
trim as it is now.

‘The saving for Brodick Hall
and library of £51,000 is, I
am told, to be made through
savings in ‘property and
personnel. Some things may
need to be done differently but
they will be done.’

The council’s report proposes
the retention of at least one
community facility in the
majority of North Ayrshire’s
communities.

It also indicates that the
council may continue to run
some facilities in the short
term but that others may be
taken over by community
groups.

The report suggests that
retaining some services may
require the integration of two
or more community facilities,
including libraries, in some
communities.

Should the proposals be
carried out, it is expected that
a saving of £2m per year could
be made by April 2013.

REPORT
by JENNIFER LYON

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

FOR LANDSCAPING & GROUND WORKS 
See: www.broombrae.co.uk & the Arran Index

Phone: 01770 860435 Mob: 07522 860435
FAX: 01770 860434 

E mail:bgg@broombrae.co.uk 
BGG Ltd, Kilpatrick, Isle of Arran KA27 8EY

BROOMBRAE GROUNDS  
&  GARDENS LTD isle of arran.
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8-seater taxis available

Ardrossan Harbour to:

Glasgow Airport £30.00

Prestwick Airport £25.00

Glasgow Centre £38.00

Irvine £15.00

Crosshouse £21.00

Kilmarnock £23.00

Troon Harbour £21.00        

Ayr £30.00

Ayr Hospital £32.00

Seamill Hydro £14.00

Largs £21.00

Let us transport you 

DIRECT
to your destination

Return bookings and other 
prices on request.

ARDROSSAN
HARBOUR
TO YOUR DESTINATION

Mainland Taxi’s
07921 998457
01294 463556
Glasgow Airport £30
Prestwick Airport £23
Irvine Central Hospital £14
Crosshouse Hospital £20
Ayr Hospital £30
Troon Harbour £21
Seamill Hydro £12
Kilmarnock £22
Ayr £27
For other quotes just ask!
Friendly Reliable Service

GUARANTEED
7 SEATER WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE VEHICLE 
AVAILABLE

A few very daring souls 
braved bitterly cold waters to 
take a New Year’s Day Dook 
on Saturday around Arran’s 
shores.

Despite the freezing weather 
there was no shortage of hardy 
swimmers prepared to do the 
traditional swim in Kildonan 
and Blackwaterfoot. 

In Kildonan eight guests at 
the hotel took a quick dip in 
the sea and managed to raise 
£319 for the Arran Hospital 
Supporters League. Hotel 
owner Anne Acuna said: 
‘Some of them had taken 
cash pledges the night before, 
so I knocked on their bedroom 
doors on New Year’s Day 
morning to make sure they 
didn’t try to squirm out of it.’ 

At the other side of the island, 
four ‘loony’ swimmers braved 
the elements on New Years day 
on Blackwaterfoot beach.

One of them even found 
time to lay his towel out and 

The former manager of the 
Arran Citizens Advice Service 
– who was forced to leave her 
job last week – has expressed 
her anxiety about the future of 
the service.

Sheridan Waldon told The 
Banner that she is concerned 
about the new system of advice 
provision on the island and 
whether it will meet the needs 
of island residents.

‘North Ayrshire Citizens 
Advice Services (NACAS) 
have already told the volunteers 
that the Arran CAB will only 
be opening two days a week 
from the New Year, so we 
already know that Arran will 
be getting a reduced service,’ 
she said.

‘The volunteers that are 
continuing are skilled advice 
workers, but it is unrealistic 
and unfair to expect a volunteer 
working alone to see people 
coming in through the door, 
answer the telephone, deal 
with correspondence, and 
follow through case-work.’

D a v e  P a t t e r s o n ,  t h e 
spokesperson for the Save 
Arran Advice Centre campaign, 
said: ‘I believe that in the 
last independent inspection of 
NACAS by Citizens Advice 
Scotland, Arran CAB was the 
only bureau in North Ayrshire 
where the auditor made no 
recommendations to improve 
the quality of service.

‘This proves the excellence 
of Sheridan’s stewardship.

He added: ‘This (and common 
sense) means that this battle is 
far from over. Reduced hours 
and a deteriorating quality of 

The New Year’s Day dookers take to the sea in Kildonan. 

Advice centre’s         
former manager         
expresses concerns 

Sheridan Waldon was the Citizens Advice Bureau 
manager in Lamalsh for three and a half years.             

01_b26cab01

service will be unacceptable to 
the 800 residents who signed 
the petition to save the centre.
A public meeting will be 
called in the New Year.’  

Although Sheridan has only 
worked at the Arran CAB 
for three and half years she 
has spent most of the last 20 
years working in the advice 
sector.

‘I would like to say a big 
thank you to the volunteers 
who give so much effort and 
time to providing the good 
quality advice service that we 
have on Arran,’ she said.

‘ T h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t , 
friendship and support has 
been fantastic and the CAB 
would not exist without their 
help.’

New Year’s Day dook 
for brave swimmers

‘sunbathe’ or should that be 
‘freeze’ before hitting the icy 
sea, Sandra Robertson told 
The Banner.

‘ I unde r s t and  a  sma l l 
crowd gathered to watch the 
astonishing site even stopping 
to converse with the shivering 
swimmers (not a great idea 
when you are perishing!),’ she 
said. ‘Although they appeared 
‘loony’ they had taken the 
appropriate  precaut ions 
before plunging in.

She added: ‘Temperatures 

were duly checked before 
and after (as per Lamlash 
Boxing Day Regulations, 
with one being the same both 
times - strange) and they were 
thoroughly briefed by their 
nearest and dearest albeit with 
well meaning remarks like 
‘Daddy you’re crazy’, from 
two-year old Jack and other 
encouraging comments from 
their towel-bearing female 
other halves.

Well done, Craig, Martin, 
Jamie, and Iain.

Newsdesk
01770 302142
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Straight Talking
report now
available online

As islanders prepare for the
VAT increase on January 4,

stop the Arran Mountain Res-
cue Team paying the tax.

Mountain Rescue teams
across Britain still pay VAT
unlike other emergency serv-
ices.

Kenneth Gibson MSP told
the Banner that the ‘Arran

The Arran Mountain Rescue Team and all others across Britain still pay VAT on 
all their purchases unlike other emergency services.

Picture courtesy of Mark Bunyan.

Fight begins to
abolish VAT for
mountain rescue team

Mountain rescue does an in-
credibly valuable job and
should be supported’.

He said that VAT costs each
year could be spent much
more wisely on new equip-
ment to help save lives.

‘It is ridiculous that moun-
tain rescue teams continue to
pay VAT, money that could be
spent on new vehicles, training
or equipment that could help
save lives,’ Mr Gibson told
The Banner.

Owes
‘The UK Government owes

mountain rescue more than a
debt; it owes them hundreds of
thousands of pounds in VAT
– not just in Arran but across
Scotland and the UK.’

It is estimated that ‘value
added tax’costs mountain res-
cue teams between £150 and

£200,000 annually depending
on the size of the station.

In recent weeks Arran’s
mountain rescue team has
remained on constant standby

On May 5 last year, the day
before the General Election,
Danny Alexander the Liberal
Democrat treasury spokesman
said: “It has never been right
that a vital service which relies
on donations from the public
and extraordinary commit-
ment from volunteers gets hit
by the government for a size-
able tax payment.

He added: ‘The Government
has so far resisted calls for
VAT exemption. The cost to
the exchequer is small, but
the difference is enormously

-
cue teams.’

Community groups on Arran
who participated in North
Ayrshire Council’s Straight
Talking sessions have been
sent copies of the compre-
hensive report capturing the
‘constructive feedback and
creative ideas’received during
the sessions.

Published following the

Talking events, the report
outlines the opinions and ideas
mooted by representatives
from community groups and
organisations on how to tackle

lie ahead.
Groups across North Ayr-

shire were invited to discuss
these challenges at the ses-
sions in October and Novem-
ber and share ideas on how
the Council might make better
use of limited resources in the
future.

Now the range of opinions
expressed - as well as the
creative approaches suggested

events - has been published.
Representatives who at-

tended the sessions – which
were held in Arran, Irvine, Ar-
drossan, Largs and Kilbirnie
– suggested that services could

through greater partnership
working and better engage-
ment with the voluntary sec-
tor.

-
ing space and a greater in-
volvement of members of the
community were also among
the ideas mooted.

More than 500 local groups
- including parent councils,
community councils, youth
groups, elderly forums, dis-
ability groups and voluntary
organisations – represented a
wide cross-section of commu-
nities across North Ayrshire at

The feedback from the ses-
sions was then collated to form
the basis of the report.

Leader of the Council, David
O’Neill, said: ‘It is clear, from
the feedback received during
the Straight Talking sessions,
that those who attended are
all active in their communities
and well-informed about how
to make a difference in North
Ayrshire.

‘We have been provided
with some very constructive
feedback and creative ideas
on how we can deliver high
quality services with limited
resources which will help in-
form our budget discussions in
February 2011 and beyond.’

The full Straight Talking
report is now available on
the Council’s website at the
link below: http:/www.north-
ayrshire.gov.uk/CouncilAnd-
Government/StraightTalking/
straight-talking.aspx
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An aerial view of Brodick Bay from Ken Mills’ transatlantic flight.

A meeting of Corrie and Sannox SWRI was held in Corrie and 
Sannox Village Hall on Thursday 9 December at 2pm, when 
a small but enthusiastic band had a very good time learning 
and improving their Crochet skills with President Elma Ste-
venson.

pennies for friendship took place.
The hall was really warm and welcoming on such a cold 

afternoon.
The next meeting is the Scots night on Thursday 13 January 

when the ladies hope as many members and friends will attend 
to enjoy the supper and entertainment.

The meeting starts at 6pm for 6.30pm - hope to see you 
there!

Arran Hospice 
Fund to be set 
on proper footing

Snowy Arran as seen from the air
Ken Mills of Brodick took 
this stunning aerial photo-
graph of Arran en route to 
New York on December 7.

He told the Banner: ‘The 
flight from Glasgow was 
delayed because of the snow 

and did not leave until after 
1pm.

Obscured
‘Unfortunately the sun be-

ing into the south by this time 
slightly obscured the view of 
Lamlash and Holy Isle but 

this view of Brodick is good 
and you can see the Caledo-
nian Isles just leaving the pier 
on the 1.50pm sailing. 

‘However, I was not able 
to see my house in Douglas 
Place!’

Crochet skills at Corrie
and Sannox SWRI Find us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/arranbanner

There will be a special public 
meeting of the Arran Hospice 
Fund on Monday January 24 
to address the concerns of 
some contributors.

The fund was set up by John 
McFaull of Bogarie Farm after 
his wife Judy died in February 
2008 having battled breast 
cancer for 18 months. The aim 
of the fund was to provide a 
facility on the island that will 
allow terminally ill sufferers 
to end their days here in dig-
nity rather than dying on the 
mainland.

In March last year, the fund 
contributed £2,500 for a drug 
infusion pump for palliative 
care at Arran War Memorial 
Hospital.

Contributors
In almost three years, the 

Hospice Fund has grown to 
just under £25,000 and some 
of the contributors have ques-
tioned the apparent lack of 
audited accounts.

Before Christmas John Mc-
Faull met with these contribu-
tors to explain the situation. 

John McFaull of the 
Arran Hospice Fund.

02_b01joh01

He revealed that Jean Hendry, 
health care manager NHS Ayr-
shire and Arran, had recently 
proposed plans for a palliative 
care facility at the hospital in 
Lamlash.

He said: ‘At the meeting on 
January 24 there will be a set 
of audited accounts and every-
thing will be put on a proper 
footing.

‘I appreciate that members 
of the public have been con-

cerned, but we are now hope-
fully within touching distance 
of delivering what we set 
out to do. I am going to be 
discussing premises, design 
and layout, but the hospital 

nothing until now. 
Acknowledge

‘This put us in a very awk-
ward position. I acknowledge 
that we took on more than we 
realised and had no charitable 
work experience. We would 
love to get more help from 
islanders now that we can see 
some light.’

John added that he was hav-
ing a meeting with Dr Wai-
yin Hatton, chief executive 
NHS Ayrshire and Arran, in 
January.

Shiskine Valley Community 
Christmas Project’s compe-
tition for the Best Dressed 
House in the Valley has been 
won by The Kinniburgh Fam-
ily of Salen, Torbeg Road, 
Blackwaterfoot.

‘A very happy Gordon Kin-
niburgh can now be seen walk-
ing around with a big cheesy 
grin,’ said Willie Kelso of 
Shiskine Valley Improvements 
Committee.

‘We’d like to thank all who 
have helped brighten up the 
valley this Christmas with so 
many well lit and decorated 
houses and look forward to 
even more households joining 
in the fun next year.’ 

Gordon’s 
house is
shining
bright

Seniors badminton is starting 
again in Auchrannie Sports 
Hall.

All over 50s are welcome to 
the weekly sessions at 2pm 
from next Friday January 14 
until Friday March 18.

Congratulations to Mrs Dean-
na Millar and Toni Goodstein, 
the November and December 
winners of Brodick 200 Club’s 
£50 prize.

Seniors
badminton
starts at 
Auchrannie

Brodick
200 Club
winners

LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Idomeneo String Quartet

Brodick Hall, 1pm, 
Saturday 15th January

Tickets available from Inspirations of Arran or at the door

Isle of Arran Music Society with assistance from the Tunnell Trust



press policy
WE AT The Arran Banner do our utmost to make sure that all our reports 
are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes 
can occur in the hectic process of producing a local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in print. 
The 

Arran Banner, Brodick, Arran giving your day-time telephone number 
where possible. 

This statement of policy will appear on this page every week along with 

The Arran Banner adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commission’s Code 
of Conduct.  The views expressed in The Arran Banner are not necessarily 
those of the The Oban Times Group.

your letters
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 
words in length for publication on this page. The 
editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on e-mails, to indicate 
good faith. A daytime telephone number is also 
required for verification. Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact telephone number will not 
be printed. Please write or fax to: Letters Page, The 
Arran Banner, Brodick, Isle of Arran. 
E-mail editor@arranbanner.co.uk

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Arran
Deliveries
Glasgow Depot
Arran Deliveries
149 Balmoral Street
Glasgow G14 OHB

Arran Deliveries
The Parcel Point
Harbour Road, 
Ardrossan
North Ayrshire 
KA22 8BZ

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Daily collection throughout Ayrshire, 
Glasgow and surrounding districts

Tel: 01475 676 255
Fax: 01294 469 492

Open Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm
Accepting goods destined 
for the island

We deliver the goods
not excuses

6         THE ARRAN BANNER, Saturday, 8 January, 2011           www.arranbanner.co.uk

Calendar
appreciated
Sir,
I am writing to thank you for 
once again enclosing an Arran 
calendar with my Banner. It is 
very much appreciated.

My parents were both born 
on Arran and my late wife 
and I visited the island every 
year.

Sadly, as I am now 83 and 
suffering from arthritis, I am 
unable to make the journey.

However, the lovely pic-
tures in the calendar bring 
back many happy memories 
throughout the year.

Yours,
J M Buie
Stretford
Manchester

Rubbish dumped on 
holidaymakers
Sir,
I am writing to you about 
rubbish.

Now this is no ordinary 
rubbish. This is hand-picked, 
tenderly recycled, carefully 
unwrapped, painstakingly 
collected and lovingly dumped 
rubbish. This is M and S rub-
bish.

Over this festive season have 
you enjoyed cocktail sausage 
rolls? Now these are no ordi-
nary sausage rolls; they were 
tender meaty pork, wrapped 
in delicately, flaky, butter-
enriched pastry. And did you 
wash them down with not just 
orange juice, but pure Span-
ish Valencia orange juice? Or 
do you have a young baby 
that wears pampers nappies, 
drinks SMA milk, or have you 
recently bought a Debenhams 
towel bale, an ironing board, 
a shower tray and a drying 
rack?

If you can answer ‘yes’ to 
these questions, then we are 
the holidaymakers staying in 
a rented cottage in Lamlash 
who do not appreciate you 
dumping your rubbish, in a 
burst black bin bag, in our 
blue bin. 

We had to remove it, re-bag 
it and take it with us in our 
car back to the mainland to 
dispose of as the black bin at 
the cottage is already full and 
won’t be collected for another 
week.

‘Because Jesus has Himself has passed through the test of 
suffering, He is able to help those who are in the midst of 
their test.’ (Hebrews 2:18)

an Arran resident as one piece 
of packaging was for Mrs 
Proctor, F3 Financial Solu-
tions, Glasgow. It’s a sad day 
when the cuts by Glasgow 
City Council mean bringing 
your waste ‘doon the watter’ 
to dispose of.

Yours,
Regular visitor
Name and address supplied
Reply to Allan
Wilson
Sir,
It’s not a good thing to bat an 
issue back and forth more than 
once in a letters column but I 
am tempted to return to Allan 
Wilson.

For him to infer (albeit most 
courteously) that the local 
councillor is disinterested in 
a reduction in ferry fares im-
pacting on the island cost of 
living is ridiculous. I haven’t 
yet been convinced that RET 
is either affordable or is the 
great panacea for Arran that 
some folk imagine.

The RET pilot currently 
running in the Hebrides is a 
very different model from 
what would be required for 
the Clyde islands where traf-
fic flows and sea miles are 
not similar. There are many 
implications that would re-
quire to be examined. As to 
the Labour Party’s 40percent 
fares reduction proposal, that 
sounds attractive but don’t 
blame the SNP’s £6.5m spend 
in the Western Isles for Arran’s 
higher fares. That’s a drop in 
the ocean compared with the 
spend that the Labour Party in 
the last administration com-
mitted the present adminis-
tration to on the Edinburgh 
Trams Project.

With reference to free fares 
and ferry service enhance-
ments I don’t know what 
Allan’s previous involvement 
was when in Holyrood but I 
do know that changes to the 
Arran ferry timetable and the 
advent of the second ferry 
were and are in no little part 
the result of Isle of Arran 
Ferry Committee’s concerted 
campaigning with CalMac 
and directly with members of 
the Transport Division of the 
Scottish Parliament. 

Since 2007 our intrepid MSP, 
Kenneth Gibson, has been sup-
portive on every occasion.

I don’t understand Allan’s 

reference to ‘loss under the 
SNP’. If he means the £1 
return cost for senior citi-
zens’ ferry fares, that hardly 
amounts to loss of service. 

When Allan Wilson was 
a busy Cabinet Minister, as 
indeed he was when deputis-
ing for Ross Finnie, I wasn’t 
aware that he had much time 
for Arran affairs then.

As an independent councillor 
I would support at all times the 
best long-term, sustainable op-
tions for Arran’s ferry service 
but without a clear budget 
statement the Labour Group’s 
promises hold little sway for 
me. We live in very different 

However, if I have to ‘eat my 
words’ Allan, and I am wrong 
then it won’t choke me!

Yours,
Margie Currie
Eastlands
Shiskine

Rockmanay success
Sir,
On behalf of Whiting Bay 
Village Hall I would like 
to extend a massive thank 
you to everyone who helped 
make our ‘Rockmanay’ cel-
ebration such a success.
To all the musicians: Alan, 
Andy, Doug, Fionn, Jon and 
Robin (and Sam!). To Chris, 
Murray, Martin, Eric and 
Diana for making sure eve-
rything ran so smoothly, to 
Trixi for helping at the door, 
to Alison for helping with 
the clear up; and to Robbie 
for his illuminating input!
But, of course, the biggest 
thanks go to everyone who 
came along and danced, sang 
and made merry. 

You have helped raise some 
much-appreciated funds for 
both our Hall and the Sannox 
Cricket Pavilion. We hope to 
see you all again next New 
Year for more of the same...
Bes t  w i shes  fo r  2011 .
Yours,
Andy McCallum
pp Whiting Bay Hall
Committee

New Year message
Sir,
Katy Clark’s New Year mes-
sage would have been more 
appropriate for April 1, not 
January 1. 

I wonder what planet she 
has been living on during the 

13 years of disastrous Labour 
mismanagement of the Brit-
ish economy. We were taxed 
more and more, and have 
nothing to show for it other 

sector - but unfortunately
not productive public sector 
workers like nurses, teachers 
etc, only more and more man-
agers and administrators. 

We were taken into a very ex-
pensive war. Gordon Brown’s 
years at the Treasury virtually 
wrecked the British economy 
- not to mention the British 
pensions industry.

We live in a country bur-
dened by a huge debt which 

-
ment built up. It ill becomes 
her to criticise the present 
government’s policies, since 
these policies, harsh though 
they may be, were a necessary 
response to the results of 13 
years of Labour incompetence 
and mismanagement. And as 
for Ed Milliband represent-
ing a new era, she seems 
to forget that Ed Milliband 
was a Cabinet member in 
the last Labour Government, 
and never voiced any dissent 
when in that cabinet, and has 
only, conveniently, chosen 
to distance himself from the 
previous Labour regime since 
the election.

No, Ms Clark, the country 
cannot afford any more of La-
bour’s wasteful incompetence, 
and we should be grateful that 
we have a government which 
is honest enough to admit that 
we have serious problems 
to face, and try to imple-
ment policies which are aimed 
at solving these problems.
Yours,
Douglas Hamilton
Glenburn
Lamlash

Find us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

A vibrant rural community 
‘An everyday story of country folk’ – that was how the BBC 
radio drama ‘The Archers’ was billed to listeners when it 

And six decades on, the show, that was initially intended 
in part to help educate farmers about modern agricultural 
methods after the Second World War, is still one of the 
nation’s favourites.

Despite focusing entirely on mostly uneventful lives in 
an English farming community with plots that often centre 
on tractor parts, crop rotation and hay thefts more than six 
million people tuned in to the special anniversary extended 
episode on Sunday night. 

Five million listeners tune in every day at 7.03pm to fol-
low the everyday travails of the landowning Archers, the 

village of Ambridge: Does that cow have mastitis? How’s 
lambing season going? And how is octogenarian Peggy 
Archer coming along with her computer lessons?

Broadcast in six 15-minute episodes a week, ‘The Archers’ 
has even been touched by celebrity. 

Judi Dench has been a guest star, and Princess Margaret 
appeared as herself in 1984.

But its charm lies in the long-running, unshowy presence of 
its characters who go about their daily lives in the country. 

Graham Seed played Nigel for 30 years until the character’s 
death on Sunday. 

June Spencer, now 91, has played matriarch Peggy Archer 
since the show began in January 1951.

It still employs an ‘agricultural story editor’ to ensure 
that its details of ploughing, harvests and livestock care 
are accurate.

The show has had its racy moments and serious themes. In 
the 1990s a shower scene involving the pub landlord and a 
barmaid prompted outrage in some quarters — even though 
the nudity was all in listeners’ minds. 

and chef Ian Craig. 
It confronted racism when lawyer Usha Gupta moved to the 

village and later married Anglican vicar Alan Franks.
But the reason why ‘The Archers’ is still loved by so many 

is that it represents a way of life that has in many ways 
changed so dramatically over the past 60 years.

Here on Arran we are lucky that despite the changes to our 
farming community we still have a real sense of being part 
of a society. We all belong to a vibrant rural community and 
must not forget it! 
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That was the year that was - part 2
Review of the year from July to December

M.B.S.
B U I L D I N G  a n d T I M B E R  S U P P L I E S

The Old Pier, Whiting Bay. Tel: (01770) 700202, Fax: (01770) 700711

OPEN Monday-Saturday 8.30 a.m.- 5 p.m. DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

PAINT

PLUMBING

TOOL HIRE

 TIMBER

A group of primary five pupils at Brodick had 
a board game that they designed turned into a 

real game in July. ‘A Tooth Adventure’ was
 commissioned by NHS Ayrshire and Arran to 
help schoolchildren in the region learn about 

oral hygiene.  01_b27bro01

We covered the 15th

Fforde’s 90th

Achievements

But most of all we’ve made sure that readers of The Arran 

Staff from the Auchrannie celebrated success 
at the Scottish Licensed Trade Awards held in 

Glasgow in July. From left to right; Janet Hood 
of BII Scotland, Richard Small and Linda
Johnston of the Auchrannie, actress Karen

Dunbar and David Johnston and Ian Hamilton 
of the Auchrannie.

After a lifetime of teaching, Ms Lillian Tod
 retired from Shiskine Primary School in July. 
She started her career 41 years ago in Kilmory

 old school but taught at Shiskine since the
early 1980s. 02_b27sch01

Four youngsters cleared the road at Dippen in July 
when it was blocked by a tree which fell during the 
night in stormy weather. They are, from left, Ronan 
Millar, Mirin Ashley, Grant Ashley and Drew Ashley. 

02_b28tre01

Kildonan villagers turned out in protest at the 
closure of their village shop and loss of their 

post office in July.  02_b28pos02

Colin Bannatyne from Blackwaterfoot
 celebrated his graduation from the University 

of Glasgow in July with his wife Margaret.
 The 88-year-old graduated more than 60
years after he had first qualified as a vet. 
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That was the year 

Celebrating the success of the
Isle of Arran Distillery’s special 
15th anniversary open day in July 
were organisers Faye Black, the 
assistant visitor centre manager 
and Robin Bell, manager of the 

visitor centre. 01_b28dis16

In July, villagers in Brodick tried 
to reclaim the closed beach by 
brining in diggers and reposi-

tioning the sand themselves. Ian 
Small and Niall Hume are pic-
tured having fun making sand-
castles on the ‘new beach’ with 

Murray Boal’s digger
behind them. 02_b28san01

Staff from the local Children’s Outreach Services 
were gearing up for another busy summer of excit-

ing activities and events for Arran’s youngsters 
during the summer holidays. Pictured from left to 

right are; Mairi Livingstone, Sheila Gilmore, Laura 
Tait, Nina Hamilton, Nancy Bremner, and

Karen Leese. 

Shiskine’s own version of the sack race caused 
much hilarity at the annual Sports Day in July. 

02_b29shk15

Hannah Bone was crowned the 
2010 Lamlash Heather Queen

in July. 02_b30hea01

Lady Jean Fforde celebrated her 90th birthday with a grand party attended b
pictured at Strabane with Lady Jean, centre, Princess Margarita of

Isobel Adamson, Phyllis Picken and Mandy 
McDonald of the Kilmory Community Bus 

committee attended the Queen’s Garden 
Party at Holyroodhouse in July.

Gavin Davidson, 
right, was named 

Arran High School’s 
2010 Dux at the 

award ceremony in 
August. Classmate 
Donald McEachern 
was named runner-
up to the prize after 
both pupils gained 

five A passes in their 
Higher examina-
tions.  01_b36one01

Ele Milesi from 
Whitefarland was 

chosen to be part of 
the Scottish dance 
team at the Com-

monwealth Games 
‘handover ceremony’ 
in Delhi at the end of 

October.  

Staff at the Arran Brewery 
of August after the locally p

named one of Europe

Lorry driver Chris
 Popplewell and his truck 
came to the rescue of four 
Arran ladies in November 

after their car became 
stranded in heavy
flooding.  02_b47res01
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Army Cadets Julie McDonald 
and Connor Reid show off their 

athletics medals in August 
after success at the National 

Cadets Athletics tournament at 
Grangemouth.  01_b30cad01

by European royalty at her Brodick home in July. The assembled guests are 
f Baden on her left and Prince Albert of Monaco behind her.  02_b30nin07

Lady Jean Fforde opened the new Brodick 
seafront walkway in August.  02_b33bro01

The Reverend Angus Adamson 
dedicated a special wall hanging 
in August, which celebrates the 
centenary of Brodick Church. 

01_b33bro01

Young Fraser Mackenzie of the 
Knowe, Kings cross won the 

Young Stockhandler award at 
the Arran Farmers’ Show in 

August with his calf. 

were celebrating at the end 
produced Arran Blonde was 
e’s best beers. 01_b35ale01

Arran’s bright orange MyBus service was 
officially launched at the Ormidale Pavilion 

at the end of October. 02_b44bus02

An international symposium attended by 
some of the world’s most distinguished 

marine experts were organised by COAST in 
October and held in the Lamlash

Outdoor Centre. 

In November, interna-
tionally acclaimed local 
sculptor Tim Pomeroy 
was chosen to create a 

commemorative seat that 
will be given to Lady Jean 
by the island community 
to mark her 90th birthday. 

01_b46lad03

Rainbows, Brownies and Guides gathered at Brodick 
Castle in October to celebrate the centenary of Girl 

Guiding. 01_b44gui06

The Arran Farmers’ Society marked Lady Jean’s 
90th birthday in November by presenting her with a 
carved pointer dog. Lady Jean has been president of 

the society for decades. 01_b46lad01
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If you think you know then post your 
answer on the website

www.arranbanner.co.uk
Or email us at:

editor@arranbanner.co.uk

Where’s Archie?
and the arran team,

Arran’s own property management specialists
Tel: 01770 303113  Email: help@thearranteam.co.uk   www.thearranteam.co.uk

Got a story? Call our reporters on 
01770 302142

For the Scots race, New Year
is always a time for optimism
and I don’t intend to break
with that tradition.

Before I put 2010 away I
would like to acknowledge
all the businesses and workers
in the tourism industry, the
backbone ofArran’s economy,
and all in the service industries
who nurse, tend, teach and
look after our population of
all ages and those who day in,
day out, keep the island clean
and tidy.

I don’t know exactly how
the reduced council budgets
will impact, but I think that
we have the resilience on

The stage is now being set
once again for the Arran Mu-
sic Festival, one of the is-
land’s longest running cultural
events, now in its 82nd year.

As usual, it will be held in
Whiting Bay Hall, and this
year runs from Wednesday
March 23 to Friday March
25.

There are over 100 classes
on offer covering music, po-
etry and prose, and Scottish
Country dancing, presenting
opportunities for both novices
and experienced performers
as individuals or groups, to
demonstrate their talents on
stage.

The adjudicators are all ex-

competitor receives written
comments regarding their per-
formance, highlighting their
attainments and often includ-
ing useful hints on improving
skills still further. The winners

Lamlash Bridge 
Club
The results from Monday 3
January were as follows: N/S
1 A Bilsland and T Martin

-860, 2 J Barclay and J
McArthur –2320, 3 H Boyd
and J Murchie –2400.

E/W D and M Bruce +3220,
2 V Iutz and R Thomson
+2540, 3 E McNiven and E
Paul +2480.

Lochranza and 
Catacol Village Hall 
200 Club draw 
The winners of the December
draw were: First prize No 25
Jean Kinloch, second prize No
39 John Lowe, third prize No
110 Nan Lowe.

The Chr i s tmas Bonus
Ball winner was No 17 Janice
Christison.

New Year message from Councillor Margie Currie
Arran to support hard pressed
social services with a little
help from the voluntary sector.
I sincerely hope that council
savings will not mean job
losses on Arran because the
NAC workforce is pretty trim
as it is now.

The saving for Brodick Hall
and library of £51,000 is, I
am told, to be made through
savings in ‘property and
personnel’. Some things may
need to be done differently but
they will be done.

It’s great to see the new
Douglas Hotel. How good it
looks at the gateway to Arran.
The potential new Montrose

House is a year or two away but
I am so relieved that it remains
as a number one priority with
NAC because the service there
is an island treasure no matter
how residential care is viewed
elsewhere.

If funding can be found we
will see an off-road route for
cyclists and others between
Brodick and Corrie.

whether funding will be
available for the String Road
further improvements in 2011.
Although we are fortunate
in not having experienced
weather as bad as elsewhere,
it’s disappointing (and more so

for the roadmen) to see frost
damage on our roads.

Arran garages offered a
free winter check up to their
customers and maybe next
year the island garages will

tyres. Anyway, motoring will
be kept to essential journeys
after the next rise in fuel
prices.

I’m pleased that CalMac was
recognised as a prize winning
service provider. I hope that
the Scott ish Ambulance
Service will get its act together
better. Problems encountered
with patient transfer could
be addressed by improved

communication, but all credit
nevertheless to the drivers and
paramedics.

Ifwesupport localbusinesses,
look out for anyone who is
vulnerable, drive carefully
and take care with our litter,
not to mention our health, I
don’t see why we won’t have
a good 2011.

This message is also for
young people. There is plenty
to do on Arran if you get
involved in the right things
and use a bit of initiative in
your spare time.

Iwisheveryoneashealthyand
happy a 2011 as possible.

Margie Currie.
Councillor Margie Currie.     

02_b43mar01

Arran vocal group Ain’t Misbehavin’ with their four trophies won 
at last year’s Music Festival. 02_b15mis01

Stage set for
2011 Arran
Music Festival

of most classes will have a
trophy to take home, and as an
added incentive there will be
a limited number of monetary
prizes.

The syllabus setting out
details of all classes is avail-
able, free, from several shops
and has also been distributed
to schools.

Please note that entry forms
must be received by the Fes-
tival Secretary by Wednesday
February 9.

School group entries will be
submitted by the schools, and
most schools will also be able
to provide entry forms and
copies of poems to individual
entrants. Special tuition for
entrants may also be available
outside of school.

Contact Festival Secretary
Tony Smith on 700203 if you
require more information or if

-
ing a syllabus or entry form.

Find us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

arranbanner

The hotel and leisure facilities 
will be closed from 

Sunday 9th January until 
Monday 24th January.

The public bar will be open from 
12pm – 10pm. 

Soup and sandwiches will be 
served daily from 12pm – 4pm

Last week Archie was playing in the snow with his 
favourite Frisbee on Sandbraes Park.
First correct were Ann of Blackwaterfoot and Janette 
of Holmfirth who said: ‘It’s where my brother and I 
used to enjoy a donkey ride when very small.’ 
This week he is sitting in a gateway, but where does 
the path lead?  02_b01arc01
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The big switch
to digital TV
happens in
May

digitaluk.co.uk
08456 50 50 50

Calls are free for BT customers within inclusive calling plans. Call charges from other providers may vary.
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The Arran Banner 20 years ago
Saturday, January 5, 1991

Prisoner Jane Thompson works on a design watched 
by warder Bill Morris and gardener Allan Nicol in 

Whiting Bay’s winter drama.     b01twe01

Power cut at Lagg 
Hotel
A localised power cut at 
6.45pm on Hogmanay left 
Lagg Hotel without electricity 
until the following afternoon. 
With a full hotel and 30 extra 
guests for dinner it posed a 
headache for hotelier Ron 
Stewart. He said: ‘The guests 
reacted sympathetically. But 
they were slightly intoxicated 
and that was my main worry.’ 
Hydro Board men worked 
through the night to replace a 
local transformer.

Pioneer clears car 
backlog at pier
Winds of up to gale force eight 
almost all week have disrupted 

Sister Bonaventure, Julie Nelson, and cleaner Maureen Browell on stage.
b01twe02

Charles Currie ceremonially teeing off at the new 
12th hole on Shiskine Golf Course.  b01twe03 

ferry sailings. CalMac has 
managed to cope with the New 

MV Pioneer helped to clear 
the backlog of cars leaving 
the island on Wednesday when 
MV Isle of Arran was diverted 
to Gourock.

Winter play in
Whiting Bay
Whiting Bay Drama Club put 
on a winter play in the village 
hall last weekend.

have done a winter produc-
tion. Bonaventure is a who-
dunit based in the Fenlands 
in 1947. 

Lead parts were taken by 
Allan Nicol, Lynn Brown, 
Morven Hedley, Maureen 

Browell, Bob Fisher, Julie 
Nelson, Sheena Holmer, Zoe 
McGovern, Bill Morris and 
Jane Thompson.

Birth of Lewis
Ricky and Liz are delighted 
to announce the birth of their 
son, Lewis Graham, on De-
cember 19 in Ayrshire Central 
Hospital.

ArCaS first meeting

ArCaS (Arran Cancer Sup-
port) will be held in the up-
stairs residents lounge at the 
Douglas Hotel, courtesy of Mr 
Ravi Khosla on Friday Janu-

cancer, caring for someone 
with cancer or willing to help 
is welcome to come along.

Kinloch head pool 
league
At the turn of the year, Kinloch 
head the Arran Pool League 
First Division followed closely 
by the Drift Inn. Nags are the 
leaders of Division Two with 
the Eagles in second place. 
Aldersyde and the Anchor 
respectively are at the bottom 
of the leagues.

Alec and Meg are 
top dogs
The second nursery sheepdog 
trial was held at Lenamhor 
Farm with Robbie Stewart as 
judge for the day. Fourteen 
dogs competed and Alec Mill-
er won with Meg on 71 points 
from Willie McConnell’s Vic 
on 63 points.

First lambs
First lambs of the season were 
Suffolks born at Mulholland’s 

Farm, Torrylinn last Friday. 
Helping to look after them 
were Gillian and Shoana, 
Duncan Mulholland’s two 
grandchildren who were born 
in Australia but now living on 
the island.

New 12th hole at 
Shiskine
Before selling Drumadoon 
Farm last year, Charles Currie 
donated a piece of ground to 
Shiskine Golf Club.
 This enabled them to ex-
tend the final hole of the 
course from 118 yards to 148 
yards, making it a genuine 
par three.
 The new 12th hole was played 

New Year’s Day competition, 
won by David Tod.

Brodick 01770 302293

BETTER BAR MEALS
Home-cooked & served Daily 6pm - 9pm & 12.30 - 2.30pm Sat & Sun

Malt Whiskies    Children Welcome
WHAT’S ON THIS WEEK
Friday - Over 21’s Disco - 10pm
Tuesday - Pop Music Quiz - 9pm

Wednesday - Country and Blues Live - 9.30pm
Thursday - General Knowledge Quiz - 9pm

Saturday - Over 21s Disco 10pm

Real Ale (Recommended CAMRA Good Beer Guide)

Goo

d wholesome pub food
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PUBLIC NOTICESPROPERTY

in association with Isle of Arran Brewery
Whats on

www.arranbrewery.com Tel: 01770 302353

EVERYDAY
Arran Brewery                 Open Mon - Fri 11am-12.30pm & 2pm - 4pm Sat 10am-4pm, Closed Sunday                                                                                              
Trout Fly Fishing Loch Garbad, Bank
Hawk Walks Lamlash
Brodick Castle, Gardens  open daily                                                                           9am - dusk

SATURDAY 8th JANUARY
Karate                Auchrannie Games Hall, 11.30am - 12.30pm
Brodick Castle, Shop and Tearoom                                                                            11am - 4pm
Family Games                           3pm to 4pm Auchrannie Games Hall
Fun In The Pool                               4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Over 21’s Disco                                                          The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Dancers (4 years and up)    Arran High School, 10am
Junior Badminton (5 - 11yrs)            High School Games Hall, 1pm - 2.30pm
Open Music Session                                                                        Pirnmill Village Hall, 8.30pm
Burns Supper  Shiskine Hall, 7pm

SUNDAY 9th JANUARY
Alcoholics Anonymous Church Hall, Brodick, 4.30pm
Brodick Castle, Shop and Tearoom                                                                            11am - 4pm
Arran Fiddle Club- Childrens Classes Library Annexe, 1.45pm
Family Games 3pm to 4pm Auchrannie Games Hall
Fun In The Pool   4pm to 5pm Auchrannie Spa Pool
Quiz PHT, Lamlash, 9pm
Corrie Film Club ‘Women Without Men’  2009 (Cert15)                                Corrie Hall, 8pm

MONDAY 10th JANUARY
Over 50’s Badminton Lochranza Village Hall 2pm - 4pm
Badminton Lochranza Hall, 6.30pm
Citizens Advice Open 10am - 2pm
Weight Wise Hospital Bungalow, 5pm - 5.30pm
Ladies Netball   High School Sports Hall  - Seniors 7.30pm - 9pm
Arran Junior Football Club Coaching & Games Ormidale Park, 6pm
Junior Basketball (P1 - P7) Games Hall, High School 6pm - 7.30pm
Senior Fitness 9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Gym
BreathWalk Class Kinneil, Lamlash 5.15pm
Quiz                                                                                               Bar Eden, Whiting Bay, 8.30pm
Lamlash Bridge Club                                                                         Lamlash Golf Club, 7.15pm
Circuit Training  Auchrannie Gym, 6pm - 7pm
Table Tennis                                                                                                     Corrie Hall, 6.30pm
Badminton                                                                                        Auchrannie Gym, 7pm - 9pm
Scottish Country Dancing (Beginners & Improvers)                            Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm

TUESDAY 11th JANUARY
Lochranza Swimming Club Kinloch 11am - 12pm
Army Cadets  Auchrannie Road, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Pop Quiz Ormidale Hotel, 9pm

Alcoholics Anonymous                                                                Brodick Church Hall -  2pm
Citizens Advice                                              Open 10am - 2pm 4 - 6pm (Appointment Only)
Youth Club                                                                                          Kildonan Hall - 6.30pm
Rotary Club Glencloy Suite, Auchrannie 7.15pm
Junior Hockey Club                                                                       Ormidale Pavillion, 6-7pm
Open Music Session                                                                      Catacol Bay Hotel, 8.30pm
Motocross Practice (Weather Permitting) Southbank Farm Track, 6pm
Melody Movemenet. Ballet Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 1.30pm
Dudes & Divas Funky Dance Class - 2½ yrs up Auchrannie Dance Studio, 2pm
Scottish Country Dancing                                                         Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Indoor Bowls                                                                                       Corrie Hall, 2pm - 4pm
Youth Club                                                                                  Brodick Hall, 6.30pm - 8pm
Cricket                                                                                               Arran High School. 7pm

WEDNESDAY 12th JANUARY
Hockey                                                                     Auchrannie Hall, 7pm - 8pm Games Hall
Tae Kwondo                                       KA Leisure, Kids 6.30 - 7.30pm. Adults 7.30 - 8.30pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous                                                 Lamlash Church Hall -  7.30pm- 9pm
Arran Brass Rehearsal Whiting Bay Hall 7.15pm
Selt Making Class
Musical Mayhem Class Parents & Little Ones            Auchrannie Dance Studio, 10.45am
Yoga for Every Body                                                                                       10am -11.30am       
Senior Badminton                                                         High School Games Hall, 8pm - 9pm
Museum, Archives & Geneology Service             10.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm

                                                             9.45am to 10.30am Auchrannie Hotel Pool
Yogalates                                                                      9.30am to 10.30am Auchrannie Studio
Circuit Training                                                              Auchrannie Games Hall, 6pm - 7pm
Learn to Salsa                                                                                        Cruize, 7pm - 8.15pm

THURSDAY 13th JANUARY
General Knowledge Quiz                                                                       Ormidale Hotel, 9pm
Citizens Advice                                                                                             Open 10am - 2pm
Arran Music & Drama ‘Sweeny Todd’ Rehearsals                            Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Lochranza Craft Club                                                                                              Hall, 2pm                     
Coffee Morning                                                                 St Molios Church 10.30am - 12pm
Table Tennis                                                                                    Kildonan Hall, 3pm - 5pm
Youth Club                                                                                 Youth Cabin, Lamlash 7-9pm
Brodick Bridge Club                                                                                      Golf  Clubhouse
Athletics                                                                    High School Games Hall, 4.45pm - 6pm
Senior Fitness                                                          9.30am to 11.30am Auchrannie Spa Gym
Ladies Night                                                                                   Bar Eden, Whiting Bay
Pilates                                                                                      6 pm to 7pm Auchrannie Studio
Pub Quiz                                                                                                    Kinloch Hotel, 9pm
Ladies Night                                                                                   Bar Eden, Whiting Bay
Brodick Embroidery Group                                                           Library, 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Corrie and Sannox SWRI Scots Night Corrie Hall, 6pm

FRIDAY 14th JANUARY
Arran Pipe Band Practice                                                                     Brodick Hall, 7.30pm
Brodick Castle, Shop and Tearoom                                                                     11am - 4pm
Citizens Advice                                                                                             Open 10am - 2pm
Quiz Whiting Bay Golf Club, 9pm
Aq                                                                9.45am to 10.30am  Auchrannie Hotel Pool
Yogalates                                                                              10am to 11am Auchrannie Studio
DJ                                                                                   Bar Eden, Whiting Bay, 9pm - 1am
Seniors Badminton  (Over 50)                                                  Auchrannie Games Hall, 2pm
Ladies Indoor Bowls                                                                      Brodick Church Hall, 2pm
Mens Indoor Bowls                                                                   Brodick Church Hall, 7.30pm
Over 21’s Disco                                                   The Ormidale Hotel, 10pm
Arran Ceilidh Dance Group Corrie Hall, 8pm-10pm

SATURDAY 15th JANUARY
Lunchtime Concert - Idomeneo String Quartet                                      Brodick Hall, 1pm

To appear in What’s On telephone the Arran Banner 01770 302142
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TRADE CLASSIFIED

WOOD FUELS

MAINTENANCE

DECORATORS

Stevie’s Decor
Painting and 
Decorating

Interior and Exterior
Free Estimates

Tel: Stevie Newall 
01770 600168

PUBLIC NOTICES

FREE TO UPLIFT
BAGGED MANURE. Oak-
bank, Lamlash. Donation if de-
sired to Arran RDA Tel 600752

CLASSIFIEDS

FIRST AID

ABC Arran Training Ltd

First Aid & Food 
Safety Courses.

HSE Reg.

Organised at your place of 
work or in our own venues,

Discounts for groups

Tel Chris on 
01770 830615

BOOKKEEPING

COMPUTING

PLASTERERS

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

Iain
Murchie

Plastering
Taping and Coving
Roughcasting and

 Cement work
Slating and Roof work
Floor and Wall Tiling

01770 600331

LOGS

WHITE GOODS
ZANUSSI FRIDGE. Nearly 
new. £100 Tel 600429 Buyer 
uplifts.

AUDIO/VISUAL
32” SONY TV with stand and 
dvd player £50 Tel 600429. 
Buyer uplifts.

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media on the one part 
and the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising space therein or provides for the 
delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance 
of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, 
mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots 
Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in 
the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by 
any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert 
the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may 
be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full 
refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement 
in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of 
a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising 
Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days 
from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at 
a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until 
the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy 
of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

Kenneth Gibson MSP

To contact Kenneth outside these times, please contact his constituency 
office:  15 Main Street, Dalry, KA24 5DL   Tel: 01294 833 687 
Email: Kenneth.gibson.msp@scottish.parliament.uk

No appointment necessary

will hold advice surgeries at the 
following times and locations.
Monday 10 January
Kilmory Village Hall   11.30-12.30
Shiskine Village Hall   13.30-14.30
Lamlash ACVS Office   15.15-16.15

RIDING FOR THE 
DISABLED

(Arran Group)

AGM
Brodick Library
Tuesday 18th 

January 2011 at 7pm.
All welcome.

Arran Youth 
Foundations

AGM
Saturday 

15th January 2011
11am

Auchrannie Spa Hotel
All welcome

Andrew Ross-Bain
Chimney Sweeping

Window Cleaning 

Exterior House and 
Garden Maintenance

Groundworks

Tel 01770 870214
Mobile 07810820374
andyrossbain@live.co.uk

logs
for sale
SOFTWOOD AND 

HARDWOOD
Tel Alan 07903674334 

or
Jon  07786166237

Delivered.

WANTED
VOICE COACH. For speech, 
not singing. Tel 700666
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CHURCH NOTICES

ARRAN FREE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND

   Sunday 9 January
Shiskine, 11am

Sunday School in the Church 
Hall

(Church is between Machrie & 
Blackwaterfoot)

Brodick, 7pm (Church is behind 

Rev David Karoon
All welcome

SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

(in full communion with
 the Church of England)

St Margaret’s, Whiting Bay.
Sunday 9 January

Holy Communion 11am.
Mrs Janis Gallagher

Coffee and parish lunch after 
service

 Postponed Annual Carol Concert
2.30pm

Wednesday 12 January
Holy Communion 12.15pm.

ALL WELCOME

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
(SCO15072)

Kilmory linked with Lamlash
“A faith to proclaim ~ a 

fellowship to share”
Sunday 9 January

Kilmory10am
Rev Ian MacLeod
Lamlash 11.30pm

Mr Ian Watt
In both churches: 

All welcome, including families; 
children’s area
All welcome

ARRAN FREE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND (continuing)

Sunday 9 January
Morning Service  11am

Trust Housing Lounge,Glen 
Estate,Brodick

Evening Service   7pm
13 Glen Avenue,Brodick

All welcome

ARRAN BAPTIST CHURCH.
Ormidale Pavilion

Brodick.
Sunday 9 January

10.45am Communion
Tea and Coffee from 11.10am
11.30am -  For all the family
Speaker: Rev Willie Wright

Everyone very welcome
Thursday Focus

13th January 7.30pm – 9.30pm

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
North Arran: Brodick, 

Corrie, Lochranza, 
Pirnmill and Shiskine.

Independent but 
working together.

Minister 
Rev Angus Adamson. 

Parish Asst 
Mrs Jean Hunter. 

Worship will be conducted in the 
above churches 

at the following times. to which all 
are invited - Families, young people 

and children welcome
Sunday 9 January

Brodick Church 10.30am
Corrie Church 12pm
Lochranza/Pirnmill
10.15am at Pirnmill. 

A service of Worship will also be 
held in Montrose House at 1.30pm

WHITING BAY AND
KILDONAN CHURCH OF 

SCOTLAND
(SC014005)

Sunday 9 January                                                                                
Worship will be conducted by the 
minister, Rev Elizabeth Watson, 
at 10.30am. Tea and coffee will 

be served in the Transept after the 
service.

All welcome.

HOLY CROSS
 CATHOLIC CHURCH

Sunday Morning Mass 
11am

DUFF – MOIRA
Duncan, Carol and David wish 
to acknowledge with much ap-
preciation the many cards, letters, 
words of comfort, acts of kindness 
and support from family, friends 
and colleagues during this time 
of sorrow.
Thanks go to Shiskine Surgery, 
Lamlash and Crosshouse hospi-
tals for their high level of care and 
attention in the last few years.
To the nurses of wards 4B/4C 
Crosshouse, we are indebted to 
you for your kindness in Moira’s 

To the many people who joined 

respects – we thank you. The sum 
of £458.18 has been forwarded to 
ARCAS from the door collection 
in memory of Moira.
Sincere thanks to Hendry Funeral 
Services Ltd for all arrangements, 
Mrs Jean Hunter for her comfort-
ing services and Lochranza Hotel 
for their warm welcome and won-
derful spread on such a cold day.

HAMILTON – GRACE
Peacefully at Arran War Memorial 
Hospital on Saturday 1st January 
2011, Grace Wallace Hamilton, 
(climber, walker, golfer and ten-
nis player) of Birchvale Cottage, 
Brodick. Born 12th August 1928. 
Sister of the late George, May 
and Anne. Internment at Lamlash 
Cemetery on Monday 10th Janu-
ary 2011 at 11.30am, to which all 
relatives and friends are respect-
fully invited.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

DEATHS

Twelve hardy-souls turned out on Sunday for the traditional New Year cricket 
match in Brodick. 01_b01cri01

Whiting Bay Golf Club 
Sunday 2 January, 21 assorted 
players (ladies and gents) 
turned up and played in the 
annual nine hole cross country, 

for a few weeks because of 
the weather. 

The best Gents’ score was re-
turned by George McKechnie 
with a net 33, and Christine 
McLeod won the Ladies’ prize 
with a net 36. All enjoyed the 
fresh air and the chance to 
recover from overindulging 
over the last few days.

Fixtures: Sunday 9 Janu-
ary, AGA Winter League at 
Machrie. Sunday 16 January, 
Winter Cup Round 4.

Brodick Golf Club 
Wednesday Winter Cup: Well 
Happy New Year to everyone. 
On Wednesday 29 December 
nine members turned up on 
a damp drizzly day, however 
only eight decided to play. 
After four weeks of inactivity 
it was good to be out playing 
again. It was nice to see Alan 
Hart released from his work 
commitments for the holidays 
he joined us for the day. After 
the long lay off the scoring 
was not good as some found it 

off. There was one magic two 
and that went to John Beat-
tie. Mr Beattie is thankful 
he joined us as he sees it as 
a lucrative way to supple-
ment his pension income.
In the sweep Alan Hart was 
the winner 81-17=64 and in 
second place was Dougie 
(the Bandit Banker) Robert-
son with a 77-9=68 beating 
Derek Roxburgh on the better 
inward half. Alan celebrated 
his victory in style, well done
Alan if you get any other 
Wednesdays off free to join 
us again if you are allowed 
out to play.

Saturday 1 January, New 
Year Bottle. A grand total of 
six survivors from the festivi-
ties turned up to play, on what 
turned out to be a decent after-
noon. The bottle was won by 
Terry Raeside with a 71(7)64.
Quite a few extra bodies ap-
peared later, shared the bottle, 
and took part in darts and pool 
competitions in the clubhouse.
Sunday 2 January, Backwards 
Competition, 17 golfers set off 
and played the course back to 
front. Some very good scores, 

-
culty of some of the holes on 
the back nine. 1 Don Rudge 33 
pts, 2 Bert McGunnigle 32 pts, 
3 Douglas Robertson 31 pts.

Fixtures: Due to the se-
vere weather in the run up to 
Christmas, competitions will 
now be played as follows. 
Sunday 9 January, AGA Win-

Cricket club see in the New Year

ter League (at Machrie), also 
Sweep (open draws at 9am and 
12pm). Sunday 16 January, 
Clochendichter. Sunday 23 
January, Brandon and Win-
ter Cup. Sunday 30 January, 
Clochendichter. 

Arran Golfers Association 
Sunday 9 January, Winter 
League,  Duncan t rophy 
2010/2011, third round at 
Machrie Bay Golf Club. First 
off Machrie v Brodick at 
8.30am, second off Whiting 
Bay v Shiskine at 9.20am. 
Last off Corrie v Lamlash at 
11.50am. Like December at 
Corrie could all teams leave 

names and game and match 
scores for Dougie to pick up 
after the matches as it worked 
well and made the reports a 
lot easier.

Machrie Bay Golf Club 
Tuesday 28 December, Two-
Club Competition. Ladies: 1 
Elizabeth Ross 38, 2 Elizabeth 
Kelso 41 BIH, 3 Jean Stone 
41.

Gents: 1 Bob Rooney 35, 
2 David Price 35.5, 3 David 
Wilkinson 36. A good time 
was had by all with mince pies 
and cakes thanks to Denise 
and Elizabeth to end the day.

Two’s competition: 1 Mark 
Sherwood 20 pts, 2 Alastair 
MacDonald 20 pts, 3 David 
Price 18 pts. 

Over £400 was raised for char-
ity in aid of Cancer Research 
UK and Clic Sargent Cancer. 
Fixtures: Saturday 8 January, 
Lochranza Hotel Cup and 
Freebie Final at 12pm tee-off. 
Tuesday 11 January, Winter 
Cup, tee-off 12pm. 

Lamlash Golf Club
Sunday 2 January, The Course 
Backwards, 26 played. 1 
Dougie Macfarlane 68-1=67 
BIH, 2 Craw Duncan 88-
21=67, 3 Alan Smith 78-
10=68, 4 Lee Girbow 74-
5=69 BIH over Derek Rob-
ertson. There were twos from 
I Bremner, A Smith, S Camp-
bell, D Robertson, J Murchie 
and S McLaren. Best Scratch 
score D Macfarlane 68. 

Fixtures: Sunday 9 Jan-
uary,  Winter  League at 
Machrie Lamlash v Corrie. 
Sweep at Lamlash for those 
not involved in Winter League 
Match.

Corrie Golf Club
Saturday 16 January, New 
Year Shield., 15 played, CSS 
61. 1 D Logan 64-8=56, 2 R 
Logan 63-5=58, 3 J McGov-
ern 67-7=60. Best scratch R 
Logan 63. There were magic 
twos from A Napier, D Rodeck 
and D Logan. The winner of 
the shield was Donald Logan 
and the runner-up was Rab 
Logan.

Monday 3 January, Monday 
Cup. 1 B Rooney 69-14=55 
BIH, 2 R Martin 74-19=55, 
3 K Barclay 78-20=58. Best 
scratch B Rooney 69. There 
were magic twos from D 
Crawford and R martin. 

Fixtures: Saturday 8 January, 
tee-off at 8.30am and 12pm. 
Monday 12pm, 11.50am meet 
for both starts at 12pm. Sun-
day 9 January, Winter League 
at Machrie Lamlash v Corrie. 

Shiskine Golf Club
Mens: Friday 31 Decem-
ber,  Mahogany Trophy, 
21 played. First class: 1 S 

Kerr  48-6=42, 2 Gavin 
Stewart 48-4=44, 3 J Mor-
rison 51-6=45. Second class: 
1 D Bannatyne 52-12=40, 
2 B Green 56-14=42, 3 A 
Bannatyne 63-15=48. Best 
Scratch  Gavin Stewart 48 
BIH. H Bannatyne wins Ma-
hogany Trophy with a net 47 
as he was in the top 10 of the 
points list for the year.

Saturday 1 January, Colditz 
Quaich, 38 played. First class: 
1 J Morrison  47-6=41 BIH, 
2 S Kerr 47-6=41, 3 Gavin 
Stewart 46-4=42. Second 
class: 1 D Ritchie 49-8=41,

2 A Bannatyne 59-15=44, 3 I 
Rae 56-11=45. Best scratch D
K Henderson 46 BIH. 

J Morrison wins Colditz 
Quaich.

D S Bannatyne Shield, 56 
played. 1 A Mcdonald and E 
Kerr 54-11.5= 42.5, 2 V Parks 
and R Judge 50-6.5=43.5, 3 M 
Ritchie and A Bannatyne 57-
13=44.

Ladies: Saturday 1 January, 
Alan Smith Plate. Silver: 1 C 
Stewart 55-10=45, 2 J Turn-
bull 56-9=47, 3 E Kelso 59-
11=48. Bronze: 1 M Tod 67-
20=47 BIH, 2 G Corry  69-
22=47, 3 R Baillie 64-14=50. 
Best scratch Christine Maxton 
was 54. 

C Stewart wins Alan Smith 
Plate.

Fixtures: Ladies: Thursday 
13 January 18-Hole medal, 
12pm. Thursday 20 January, 
12-hole medal, 12pm. 

Gents: Sunday 16 January, 
Ryder cup. Saturday 22 Janu-
ary, 18-hole medal. Sunday 23 
January, Ryder cup. Sunday 30 
January, 12-hole medal and 
winter cup.

Cricket is certainly not a sport that you would 
expect to be played in the dark depths of an Ar-
ran winter but on Sunday the Sannox Cricket 
Club held a special New Year’s match. 

This was the fourth match hosted by Sannox 
Cricket Club to take place at the Ormidale 
all-weather pitch to celebrate the start of a 
New Year. 

Unlike last year when the Astroturf was 
declared unplayable due to it’s icy surface, 
this year the two teams were able to take to 
the pitch.

The traditional drinks trolley was also on 
the pitch and needless to say there were quite 
a few gaps in play as players ‘refreshed’ 
themselves.

Twelve turned up so a neat six-a-side was 
played with the two Jenks brothers, Michael 
and Christopher captaining the sides. 

The ball bounced with alarming unpredict-
ability and it was only those fully tossed that 
were dispatched with baseball ferocity. 

Hospitality
A great social occasion for the club was 

rounded off in the Ormidale where Tommy 
Gilmore once again showed the team remark-
able hospitality. 

Indoor cricket practice resumes at the Arran 
High School Gym on Tuesday 11 January at 
7pm.

All newcomers welcome. For more informa-
tion phone 600287. 
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

The festive break did not 
dampen the spirits of Arran’s 
young rugby stars this year.

Traditionally, there is an East 
versus West match between 
Christmas and New Year, but 
not enough hardy souls turned 
up last Wednesday December 
29 to have a full 15-a-side 
game.

Pool doubles competition heats up with second round draw 
The draw for the second round of the Arran Pool Doubles 

Competition has been completed. 
All matches must be played on or by Sunday 30 January is 

as follows: L Little/I Roberts (PHT) v S Scott/J Copperwheat 
(Drift) at Mac’s, P McKinnon/S Lawson (Cat) v B Hamilton/K 
Jackson (Bar B) at Mac’s, R Hughes/L Robinson (Kil) v D 
Head/F Barr (Eden) at Drift, M Worthington/A Picken (PT) v D 
Squirrel/J Ferguson (Drift) at Bar Eden, D Bell/B Lewis (Cat) v 
D Smith/E Picken (PT) at Drift, J McKechnie/K Turner (Goil) 
v J Ainsworth/D Prescott (Goil) at teamGoil, G McLeod/D 
Hackett (Eden) v R Thomson/ S Newall (PHT) at the Drift and 
B Banbury/H Driver (Kild) have a bye.

The winners should phone the PHT on 600418 with the 
result.

v Bar Eden, PHT v Mac’s Bar, Bar Eden B v teamGoil, Catacol 
v Drift and PT1934 have a bye. 

One of Arran’s gifted young 

annual Decklight Trophy on 
New Year’s Day.

Young Rory Hunter of 
Lamalsh was named overall 
winner after a day of racing. 

Fifteen sailors competed for 
the trophy sailing Arran Junior 
Sailing Club’s Laser Picos.

And the race proved so popu-
lar that heats had to be held 
as there where not enough 
boats.

It was good to see that Ar-
ran Junior Sailing Club was 
well represented at the event 
by Peter Gillson, Iain Clarke, 
Neil Hunter and eventual win-
ner Rory Hunter.

After several days of calm, 
a north easterly wind filled 
in giving reasonable sailing 
condition.

both races, Angus Campbell, 
Colin Campbell and Andrew 

Fleet two results saw Neil 
Hunter take race one and Iain 

Rory wins Arran Yacht Club’s 
Decklight
Trophy

Young Rory Hunter with the 
Decklight Trophy. 

Hunter take race two. Greg 
Hamill and Mike Booth also 

The start of the first race 
saw a lull in the wind, Iain 

with a port tack start and led 
throughout, Rory Hunter had 
a poor start but on the second 

which allowed him to claw 
back into second place. 

Neil Hunter beat Greg Hamill 
for third place by less than a 
boat length, which ultimately 
thwarted Greg’s chance of 
winning.

In race two Greg Hamill got 
a good start and sailed into a 
lead that he was to hold for the 
rest of the race. 

With Mike Booth and Angus 
Campbell leading all three 
Hunters, Greg was looking 
good for a series win. 

However on the second beat 
Rory and Neil elected for the 
seaward side of the course 
leaving Mike, Angus and Iain 
on the shore side. 

When the boats converged at 
the windward mark Rory was 

in second, Neil in 
third, Angus in fourth 

On the final run 
Iain overtook Angus 
but lost out to Neil 
by less than a boat 
length.

This made Rory 
Hunter the overall 
winner  with two 
second places, Iain 
Hunter and Greg 
Hamill second equal 

a fourth and Neil 
Hunter fourth with 
two thirds.

Bill Barr once again 
did a great job run-
ning the races.

Pool doubles competition

New Year rugby is full contact workout

Ian MacDonald shows half a dozen Arran regulars a 
clean pair of heels.  02_b01rug04

Ben Tattersfield starts another attack for the multi-coloured team.       02_b01rug01

But referee Murray Boal 
organised the 20 who did turn 
up, including a few Arran 

Year, into an informal work-
out at 10-a-side.

Proceedings
The boys set about each oth-

er in the chill air at Ormidale 
Park and Murray kept pro-

-
ing played as ‘touch rugby’, it 
was agreed to go ‘full contact’ 

in the second half. Afterwards 
Murray agreed that it had been 

burned off a few calories.
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