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LOCHGILPHEAD’S only public toilets are to be closed
for refurbishment for five weeks this summer.

Argyll and Bute Council, which operates the toilets on
the Front Green, will erect temporary public toilets on
the green for the duration of the work.

Apologising for the closure, a council spokesman ex-
plained that the work had originally been planned for
last winter.

He said: ‘The original architect was very slow in deal-

ing with the refurbishment and a replacement had to be
found.

‘The costs were also far too high and had to be stream-
lined. This means that the original floor and wall tiles
will be kept but will be cleaned up.’

Eric Box, chairman of Lochgilphead Community Coun-
cil, said that the onus was on the council to complete the
work on time and with minimum disruption. He said:
‘The serious contract over-runs at Dalriada House and at

the new Lochnell Street bus bays are still fresh in the
memory.

‘The council now has an opportunity to demonstrate
that it is capable of carrying out work in this sensitive
part of the town tidily and timeously.

‘The community council will watch progress with close
interest.’

The toilets will be closed from the beginning of the
refurbishment work on Monday May 22.

Not so convenient as Lochgilphead toilets close

Two-and-a-half year old Argyll Laing from Lochgilphead was one of the
children who enjoyed the sunshine at the recent Ford Community Project

Teddy Bears Picnic. a19for03

Post buses

make last

delivery
POST BUS services linking
Inveraray with Lochgilphead
and Dalmally are to end
within the next few weeks.

The Royal Mail post buses
will make their final deliver-
ies of passengers on Thurs-
day June 8, with the operator
claiming that the services are
no longer financially viable.

But passengers who regu-
larly use the Lochgilphead
service to reach work in Mi-
nard, Furnace and Inveraray
are disappointed that they
will no longer be able to rely
upon catching the post bus
from the Lochgilphead sort-
ing office.

Useful
One passenger, who did not

wish to be named, said: ‘I
quite often catch the bus from
Lochgilphead to Inveraray, as
it connects with the Oban to
Glasgow bus, which gets into
Glasgow an hour earlier than
the bus from Campbeltown.

‘It’s especially useful for
people who have hospital
appointments in Glasgow, as

they can get to Glasgow ear-
lier and get home earlier af-
terwards.’

A Royal Mail spokesman
said: ‘Royal Mail can con-
firm that it intends to cease
operating the post buses from
Lochgilphead to Inveraray
and from Inveraray to Dal-
mally, in agreement with Ar-
gyll and Bute Council. Royal
Mail has written to the Traf-
fic Commissioner to give for-
mal notification of this and
the service will end on June
8.

‘The Lochgilphead to In-
veraray route has an ex-
tremely low customer usage,
attracting an average of just
10 passenger journeys per
week. The route is not subsi-
dised by the local authority,
which is responsible for pro-
viding public transport, and

is therefore not financially
viable for Royal Mail to con-
tinue to operate.’

The spokesman also said
that cutting back post bus
services would allow Royal
Mail to focus on delivering
mail.

‘Royal Mail’s primary
function is as a postal opera-
tor and the company’s prior-
ity has to be delivering the
highest possible quality of
service to its customers,’ he
said.

Focus
‘With full competition in

the postal market and regu-
latory presure to meet postal
service targets, Royal Mail
has no choice but to focus on
its core business of collect-
ing, sorting and delivering the
mail.

(Continued on page two)

Royal Mail confirms

Mid Argyll post bus

services end on June 8

If you go down to

the woods today...

W. D. SEMPLE

Highbank Park

Lochgilphead

M.O.T. SERVICE and REPAIRS

CAR and VAN HIRE

All at competitive prices

Telephone

(01546) 606767
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Going, going, gone, at Team JoLoMo’s auction
A MID Argyll team hop-
ing to take part in two char-
ity endurance events this
summer is continuing its
fundraising schedule.

Team JoLoMo, named
after their generous spon-
sor, artist John Lowrie
Morrison, is holding a
charity auction of Argyll
items that money can’t buy.

Fundraising to date has
seen a donation from

JoLoMo of a painting val-
ued at £3,000, which is to
be auctioned; a donation of
£300 from Canmore, build-
ers of the new Mid Argyll
Hospital; and the proceeds
of the group’s Rob Roy cei-
lidh at the Stonefield Hotel.

Amongst the items to be
auctioned next month are a
half day sea kayaking or
white water canoeing for
one person, with instructor

Wayne Boss; a half-day
clay pigeon shooting with
qualified instructor Bob
McColl for two to four peo-
ple; and a day’s trout fly
fishing for two with Archie
McGilp.

Also up for grabs will be
a guided tour of JoLoMo’s
art studio, with a chance to
see his latest works in
progress; a guided tour of
the Pan Fish farm at

Stronachullin for four peo-
ple, seeing the working
process of the fish farm,
with the added bonus of a
salmon at the end of the
tour; a conservation walk
for two people, with Dr Si-
mon Lawrence of Lawrence
Environmental, showing
the planning of a wind farm
or a trip to see a golden ea-
gle; and a fantastic weekend
break for two at Stonefield

Castle Hotel on a dinner,
bed and breakfast basis.

To enter the auction, sub-
mit a sealed by email to

challengemidargyl
@btinternet.com

(note the spelling of Ar-
gyll) or by post to Chal-
lenge Mid Argyll, Care of
Stephen and Hazel
Whiston, Braeholm,
Kilduskland Road, Ar-
drishaig, PA30 8EH. Bids

should include your name,
contact details and bid
amount. The auction will
run until 12pm on Friday
May 26.

Team JoLoMo is Rebecca
Helliwell, Jeremy Phillips,
Hazel Whiston, Richard
Barrie, Lucy Masterton and
Stephen Whiston. They will
compete in the State Street
Caledonian Challenge,
when they will travel 54

miles of the West Highland
Way in 24 hours, and the
Rob Roy Challenge, which
sees them walking 16 miles
and cycling 40 miles in 12
hours from Drymen to
Kenmore.

For more information on
the fundraising auction or to
sponsor Team JoLoMo
email the address above or
call 01546 606424 or 01546
606510.

Deborah’s dream day

Deborah Cooper of Ardrishaig in the luxury limousine with Kwik-Fit Financial Services managing
director Martin Oliver

AN ARDRISHAIG woman was celebrating recently
when she was wined and dined to commemorate five
years’ employment with a Scottish insurance company.

Deborah Cooper was treated to a first-class day out
courtesy of Kwik-Fit Financial Services as a reward for
her hard work on the firm’s behalf.

Her day began with a journey in a limousine to the
award ceremony at Brian Maule’s prestigious Chardon
D’Or in Glasgow city centre. There she joined 54 of her
fellow Kwik-Fit Financial Services employees for a

three-course lunch, before receiving a five year pin, a
certificate and £60 of vouchers from managing director
Martin Oliver.

Deborah said: ‘I am delighted to be amongst the group
receiving a five-year service award. The call centre has a
great atmosphere and there is a real feeling of team spirit.

‘It’s great to be rewarded for our hard work and dedica-
tion. In the five years I have worked at Kwik-Fit Finan-
cial Services, I have watched the company grow and it is
great to be part of a winning team.’

New car and bike club

formed in Mid Argyll

MID ARGYLL’S newest
car and bike club held its
first meeting this week,
with plans afoot to hold
regular meetings and
events.

Members met for the
first time on Monday May
15, with around 20 auto
enthusiasts convening in
the Argyll Arms Hotel, Ar-
drishaig.

The aim of the meeting
was to form a car and bike
club, which it was felt

should be as informal as
possible. The club will
have no committee, just a
shared database of mem-
bers’ names and phone
numbers.

When a member has an
idea for an activity, they
will then be able to co-or-
dinate the event them-
selves.

Amongst the early sug-
gestions for activities were
a local run or show, and a
talk. The club has yet to be

named, and suggestions
will be welcomed.

Anyone interested in
joining the club, or who
would like more informa-
tion, can call Dai West on
01546 606364 or email
wdavid672@aol.com. The
emphasis at the club will
be on informal fun.
� See next week’s edi-

tion of The Argyllshire Ad-
vertiser for pictures from
the first meeting of the
new car and bike club.

Owners of old and interesting vehicles met in Ardrishaig recently to discuss
forming a club for vintage vehicles and motorbikes. Those who attended at

the first meeting are pictured with a 1930 Rolls Royce Saloon. a17car01

Argyll and Bute MSP criticises Royal Mail decision

(Continued from page
one)

‘Royal Mail values
highly its role in operat-

Woodland Trust urges tourists

to visit Mid Argyll’s bluebells

TOURISTS are being en-
couraged to visit Mid Ar-
gyll to visit the area’s blue-
bell woods.

As part of its spring mar-
keting campaign, the Wood-
land Trust Scotland is en-
couraging as many people
as possible to visit Scot-
land’s bluebell woods.

One of the woods men-
tioned in the campaign is
Crinan Wood.

A spokesman for the
Woodland Trust Scotland
said: ‘Scotland’s bluebell
woods are of international
importance - indeed, they
are believed to account for
50 per cent of the entire
world population of the

flower. This is one of the
reasons why the trust works
hard to protect more ancient
woodland being lost to
roads and developments
and opens its woods for eve-
ryone to enjoy.

Irreplaceable
‘Bluebells are one of

many species that serve as
an indicator of ancient
woods - sites which have
been continuously wooded
for hundreds of years.

‘Ancient woods are irre-
placeable and this time of
year, when bluebells and
other woodland flowers are
at their best, should remind
how precious these sites
are. Although, back in those

days when forests were
foreboding places, blue-
bells were avoided like the
plague. People believed that
bells rang out to summon
fairies to their gatherings;
any human hearing a blue-
bell ring would soon die.’

Crinan Wood is also being
observed by the Woodland
Trust as part of a nation-
wide project to study the
timing of seasonal events,
which will help scientists
study the effects of climate
change.

For more information on
Crinan Wood or the Wood-
land Trust’s projects, visit
w w w . w o o d l a n d -
trust.org.uk/bluebells.

ing post buses in rural ar-
eas, however, it is not a
public transport operator.’

Argyll and Bute MP Alan

Reid criticised Royal Mail
for its decision. He said:
‘It’s a disgrace that Royal
Mail is stopping these post

bus services.
‘The numbers travelling

might not be high, but peo-
ple who use them are reli-
ant on them. This is an-
other example of Royal
Mail withdrawing services
from rural areas under this
government.

‘Last month, Royal Mail
announced the ending of
the Dunoon to Tighnab-
ruaich post bus service be-
cause it had too many pas-
sengers.

‘It seems that it doesn’t
matter how many passen-
gers a post bus has, Royal
Mail will stop it anyway.’

Do you have a story?
Call The Argyllshire

Advertiser reporters on
01546 602345
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TranServ urges Argyll drivers to report faults
MID ARGYLL motorists
should be quick to report
faults on the area’s trunk
roads, says the company
now responsible for
maintaining the road net-
work.

Scotland TranServ took
over the contract for the
management and mainte-

through Mid Argyll from
Tarbet at Loch Lomond to
Kennacraig ferry terminal.

John McFadyen, cus-
tomer services manager
with Scotland TranServ,
said: ‘We will be bringing
the wealth of experience
that Balfour Beatty and
Mouchel Parkman have in

nance of Argyll’s trunk
roads on April 1, replacing
previous contractors
BEAR Scotland.

The Perth-based com-
pany, a joint venture be-
tween Balfour Beatty and
Mouchel Parkman, is now
responsible for maintain-
ing the A83, which runs

maintaining roads and us-
ing that experience in Ar-
gyll. Our head office is in
Perth, but our district of-
fice in Killin will manage
the Mid Argyll area. Road
maintenance on the A83
will  be carried out by
workers from our Invera-
ray satellite depot.’

Maintenance of the ar-
ea’s roads will be helped
by Scotland TransServ’s
new £6.25 million fleet of
vehicles, with the com-
pany especially keen to
ensure that roads are safe
during winter.

Mr McFadyen said: ‘One
of the big changes drivers

will notice this winter will
be that we are using ‘wet
salt’ instead of ‘dry salt’
to grit the roads

‘We’ve been conducting
trials with wet salt, which
is dry salt mixed with liq-
uid brine, and we’ve found
that it adheres to the road
better, and makes for safer

driving conditions. We’ll
be using wet salt this win-
ter.’

Drivers who wish to re-
port a fault  on any of
north-west Scotland’s
trunk roads can call the
freephone Scotland
TransServ number on
0800 0281414.

Fyne day for a walk to Loch Awe

Setting out on Saturday May 13 to walk from Auchindrain to Kilineur in aid of Glassary, Kilmartin
and Ford Parish Church were Daphne Murray, Rachel Walker, Bill Cairns and Fiona Cairns. The

walkers were blessed with glorious sunshine for the 12-mile walk from the banks of Loch Fyne to the
banks of Loch Awe. The church would like to thank all who sponsored the walk. Further donations

would be most welcome. a20wlk01

Ardrishaig man ordered to

pay £500 compensation

Council considers ways to tackle housing shortage

structure investment would
see the tax revenue used to
increase investment in Scot-
tish Water to tackle specific
water and waste water costs
on particular housing

projects. Scottish Water’s re-
fusal to provide water and
sewerage for new develop-
ments has been cited as one
of the area’s main constraints
on new development.

vate developers or developed
for resale. The council’s pro-
posed empty homes initiative
would be used to help own-
ers of vacant properties in
need of refurbishment up-
grade the houses to a stand-
ard where they could be let
out.

By establishing a match
fund to supplement existing
grant schemes such as Com-
munities Scotland’s Rural
Empty Property Grant or the
Lead Tenancy Scheme, it is
hoped that a council leasing
scheme coupled with an im-
provement or repair grant
would help alleviate the pres-
sure on Argyll’s community
housing by bringing more
properties into use.

Proposals to increase infra-

ARGYLL and Bute Council
was yesterday (Thursday
May 18) expected to approve
plans to use council tax in-
come to tackle the area’s
housing shortage.

Members of the council’s
strategic policy committee
met yesterday at Kilmory,
Lochgilphead, to discuss cre-
ating a landbanking fund, an
empty homes strategy and
investment in infrastructure
capacity in areas where de-
veloping affordable housing
is limited.

£1.45 million
The council’s director of

community services recom-
mended that councillors ap-
prove the proposals, which
would use £1.45 million col-
lected through council tax
each year.

Funding for the proposed
scheme had become avail-
able through the council’s
decision to reduce the coun-
cil tax discount for second
home owners in Argyll and
Bute from 50 per cent to 10
per cent.

The proposed scheme
would see the council bid-
ding against private develop-
ers to purchase land, which
would then be sold on to
housing associations and pri-

AN 18-year-old Ardrishaig man has been ordered to pay
another teenager £500 compensation after a night out at
Tarbert Fair that went wrong.

Sean Burns of 2 Knapdale Terrace appeared at Camp-
beltown Sheriff Court last week and pled not guilty to
assaulting another young man.

But Burns was found guilty of punching the man on
the head, causing him to fall to the ground and split his
head open.

The 16-year-old, who was 15 when the assault took
place in Tarbert’s Harbour Street on July 29 last year
during Tarbert Fair, said he couldn’t remember much
about it as he had been drinking alcohol. He said that
Burns approached him and said, ‘What did you say to
me?’. He said Burns must have hit him because the next
thing he knew he was getting up and waiting for an am-
bulance.

Two other witnesses said they saw Burns punch the teen-
ager. A young woman said: ‘Sean came up to him. Sean
hit him. He hit his head on a metal stand, right on the
corner of it. It split the back of his head.’

She said there had been an earlier incident between the
two where Burns had tried to make a joke and the other
man took it the wrong way.

Burns denied punching the man, saying that he only
tried to push him away because he felt threatened by the
victim and his friends.

After finding Burns guilty Sheriff Penman said: ‘I ac-
cept that the complainer was not entirely blameless and
that the consequences of the punch were far greater than
you perhaps expected, nonetheless he was injured to the
extent that he had to have stitches in his head in hospi-
tal.’

The Argyllshire Advertiser Newsdesk
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Police Files

Flare found

AN UNEXPLODED flare
was discovered at Linger-
ton Lodge on the afternoon
of Wednesday May 10. A
bomb disposal team at-
tended the scene and re-
moved the flare.

Break-in

TWO MEN were arrested
on the evening of Wednes-
day May 10 following an
alleged break-in at Dal-
riada DIY, Colchester
Square, Lochgilphead. The
men subsequently ap-
peared in court.

Petrol theft

IT WAS discovered on Fri-
day May 12 that petrol had
been stolen from Craobh
Haven marina. Anyone
with information is asked
to contact Lochgilphead
Police Station.

Tarbert arrest

A MAN was arrested on
Castle Street, Tarbert, on
Saturday May 13 follow-
ing alleged assault. A re-
port has been submitted to
the procurator fiscal.

Drink driving

A WOMAN was arrested
on the afternoon of Sunday
May 14 for an alleged
drink driving offence on
Oban Road, Lochgilphead.
A report has been submit-
ted to the procurator fiscal.

Uninjured

THE WOMAN driver of a
vehicle which left the road
at Tarbert Road, Ar-
drishaig, early in the morn-
ing on Monday May 15
was uninjured.

Vandalism

POLICE received a report
on Saturday May 13 that a
gate and stones at Harbour
View, Harbour Street, Tar-
bert, had been damaged.
Anyone with information
should contact Lochgilp-
head Police Station.

Bus arrest

A MAN was arrested on
Sunday May 12 for alleg-
edly causing a disturbance
on a Scottish Citylink bus.
A report has been sent to
the procurator fiscal.

Lochgilphead Police
Station 01546 702200

Forthcoming Events

LIVE MUSIC

Saturday 20th May – Kevin

Saturday 27th May – Johnny Hill

Saturday 3rd June – BJ the DJ

Quiz every Thursday at 9.30pm

Great bar meals served daily – 12 noon til 9pm

10% OFF ALL BAR LUNCHES WITH

PRESENTATION OF THIS ADVERT.

Restaurant bookings now being taken

on

Saturday, 20th May

from

10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

on

The Harbourside.

Contact:

jfcampbell@btinternet.com

Fresh LOCAL Produce from Argyll Producers!

TARBERT

COUNTRY MARKET

Looking your best just got easier

Maria's Mobile Hairdressing
What more could you want than a professional stylist

attending to your every need in the privacy of your

own home.

With the use of professional products, along with

years of training and experience you'll be

guaranteed to look your best and feel even better.

For a friendly consultation to decide the right style

and to book please call

01546 602889 or 07795 525920

florida

2007

Virgin Atlantic will be flying

direct from Glasgow on

selected dates next summer –

Call in for a brochure and prices

GS Travel

Campbeltown

 (ABTA 41797) 01586 554900

GS Travel

Lochgilphead

(ABTA G976X) 01546 603766
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MSP McGrigor calls

for housing action
grow up in a hotel room
simply because no other
suitable premises can be
found.

‘This is part of a far larger
problem of accommodation
in Argyll and Bute where
we are seeing not only a
shortage of council accom-
modation, but also a real
shortage of affordable
homes to buy.’

Solution
Mr McGrigor believes

that Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil and the Scottish Execu-
tive need to work together
to find a solution.

He said: ‘This problem re-
quires planners, the local
council and the Scottish
Executive to work together
to ensure new developments

are built where they are
needed. It also needs com-
panies like Scottish Water,
which can make or break a
development, to play their
part in ensuring develop-
ments are viable and can go
ahead.

‘If we do not provide for
more affordable housing,
we risk losing a whole gen-
eration of young people
who will be forced to leave
the communities they were
born or brought up in sim-
ply because they cannot af-
ford to buy, or even rent,
locally.

‘That would tear the heart
out of communities across
Argyll and Bute, as well as
having a catastrophic im-
pact on the local economy.’

HIGHLANDS and Islands
MSP Jamie McGrigor has
called on Argyll and Bute
Council and the Scottish
Executive to tackle the ar-
ea’s housing shortage.

The Argyllshire Adver-
tiser recently highlighted
the case of Louise Bradley,
a 19-year-old living in a
single Lochgilphead hotel
room with her five-month-
old son due to a lack of af-
fordable housing in Mid
Argyll.

Mr McGrigor said: ‘The
case of Louise Bradley
highlights real accommo-
dation problems in Argyll
and Bute.

‘We cannot accept as sat-
isfactory a situation in
which a child is forced to

Have your say on Mid Argyll’s housing shortage - email our newsdesk
on editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Argyll’s newest transport

link takes to the waves

All aboard the Kintyre Express, from left, Brian Donohoe, MP for Central Ayrshire; Gordon Mckenzie,
Troon West councillor; Rory Colville, East Central Kintyre councillor; and Alan Reid, Argyll and Bute

MP. c18kin02

A FERRY linking Camp-
beltown and Ireland may
still be nothing more than a
pipe dream, but Argyll’s
newest transport link offi-
cially began operating this
week.

The Kintyre Express high-
speed passenger service ar-
rived in Campbeltown for
the first time on Friday
April 28, having carried
Central Ayrshire MP Brian
Donohoe and Troon West
Councillor Gordon
McKenzie to meet their Ar-
gyll counterparts, Argyll
and Bute MP Alan Reid and
councillors Rory Colville
and Alastair McKinlay.

Arriving in Campbeltown
at the same time as paddle
steamer Waverley could
have stolen the Kintyre Ex-

press’ thunder, but every-
one involved enjoyed the
trip and the chance to look
around the new vessel. Af-
terwards, the party headed
to a reception at Springbank
Distillery.

Anne Smith, managing di-
rector of Kintyre Express,
said: ‘The trip over to
Campbeltown was super,
the visit ro Springbank was
excellent and the hospital-
ity and the welcome we
were given were wonderful.

‘Everyone enjoyed the
trip even though the wind
got up and we were against
the tide - it made it a good
test for the boat! She han-
dled the conditions beauti-
fully and everyone was
comfortable and secure.’

Argyll and Bute MP Alan

Reid said: ‘I am delighted
to welcome the new Kintyre
Express to Campbeltown.

‘I’m sure the new service
will be successful in link-
ing with the whisky tours
and Machrihanish Golf
Course to bring plenty of
visitors into Kintyre who
can see all that it has to of-
fer.’

East Central Kintyre
Councillor Rory Colville
said: ‘The launch of the
Kintyre Express is fantastic
for Campbeltown and I’m
really pleased that private
enterprise has been able to
show the way forwards.

‘It’s appropriate that the
new vessel arrived at the
same time as Waverley, as
the paddle steamers played
a massive part in Kintyre’s

past. New technology con-
tinues to move forward and
I’m impressed by it and by
the idea to link the golf
courses at Troon and
Machrihanish to encourage
more visitors to Kintyre.’

The Kintyre Express is the
brainchild of Irvine hotel-
ier Wilson Smith, who will
run a twice daily service be-
tween Campbeltown and
Troon three days a week.

Kintyre Express, a twin -
engined 11-metre
Stormforce inflatable boat
which boats 540bhp with a
speed of 40 knots, can com-
plete the 31 mile crossing
in just over one hour - dra-
matically reducing travel-
ling times when compared
with the 165 mile car jour-
ney.

Discounted flights for Islay residents

THE SCOTTISH Executive met with business leaders
from Islay and Jura last week in Bowmore to discuss
ADS, the new Air Discount Scheme.

This will provide a 40 per cent reduction on core
airfares for people whose main homes are on Islay and
Jura, along with other island and remote locations
around Scotland.

People living on the two islands have been sent ap-
plication forms, which they have to fill in to apply for

a card that will entitle them to savings. Students liv-
ing away from home are also included.

Ken Abernethy, chief executive of Argyll and the Is-
lands Enterprise, welcomed the move.

‘The long-term viability of Scotland’s island com-
munities is dependant on the frequency and
affordability of the transport links,’ he said.

The scheme is expected to begin this month, subject
to European Commission approval.

New manager sought for NHS in Argyll and Bute

WITH the integration of Argyll and Bute into NHS High-
land, a new manager is being sought for Argyll and Bute
Community Health Partnership (CHP).

At the first board meeting to include Argyll and Bute,
NHS Highland board heard last week that the interim
chairman for the Argyll and Bute committee would be
David Alston but in future it will be chaired by one of
the non-executive board members.

Responsibility
Elaine Mead has overall responsibility for Argyll and

Bute CHP as chief operating officer with Derek Leslie,
director of planning and performance, providing execu-
tive support until a CHP manager is appointed.

The board was told the Argyll and Bute CHP would be

a ‘fully integrated organisation responsible for all health
service within Argyll and Bute’. The CHP will lead on
community planning and partnership working with Ar-
gyll and Bute Council and other agencies.

£150 million
‘It will have delegated authority, accountability and

resources - circa £150 million - to undertake these roles
as part of NHS Highland,’ said a report to the board.

CHP clinical director is Dr Erik Jespersen, lead nurse
is Pat Tyrrell and locality manager for Mid Argyll, Kin-
tyre and Islay is John Dreghorn.

Argyll and Bute was integrated into NHS Highland on
April 1, following the dissolution of debt-ridden NHS
Argyll and Clyde.
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Mid Argyll Elfs are top of the cops
MID ARGYLL Elfs nursery in Lochgilphead is celebrat-
ing the news that it has been given a grant to expand its
services.

The grant funding from Lloyds TSB and the Childcare
Partnership will create 12 new places at an afternoon
creche for children aged between one and five years.

Mid Argyll Elfs, a community group run by parents, is
a registered charity with the aim of supporting families
in Mid Argyll.

The new creche places at the nursery, which is based in
Lochgilphead Community Centre, can be booked in ad-
vance or on the day.

Elfs already runs a morning pre-school offering qual-
ity education for two to five-year-olds, as well as a twice-
weekly baby and toddler group.

The funding boost will also enable the group to buy
new toys for the toy library. Toys can be borrowed for up
to three weeks at a time.

For more information on Mid Argyll Elfs, call Heather
Young on 01546 606885.

Mid Argyll

woman walks

for Africa

A MID Argyll woman is set
to walk two sections of the
Kintyre Way to raise funds
for charity projects in
Kenya and Tanzania.

Marian Pallister, the Scot-
tish International Aid
Fund’s (SCIAF) diocesan
ambassador for Argyll and
the Isles, will walk 24 miles
on Sunday June 4 and Mon-
day June 5 in aid of HIV/
AIDS and food projects in
the African countries.

Although the Kintyre Way
doesn’t officially open un-
til August 12, Marian will
complete the Tarbert to
Skipness and Saddell to
Campbeltown sections for
her ‘Kintyre to Kenya’
walk.

Funds
Marian, who took up the

voluntary position with
SCIAF at Easter, hopes that
sponsorship for her walk
will help raise the funds she
needs for the trip.

She said: ‘I talked to con-
gregations at St Columba’s
Cathedral in Oban and had
a very generous response.
We’re having a coffee
morning and the walk, as
SCIAF don’t want to divert
funds from the people who
matter in developing coun-
tries, so they’ve asked all
the ambassadors in the eight
Scottish diocese to raise
£1,000 for this awareness-
raising visit.

‘When we come back,

we’ll share our information
throughout Argyll.’

Among those who will
walk with her will be Annie
McDermott from Lochgil-
phead and Paul Sinclair
from Kilmichael Glen, two
of the young people who
received funding last year
from SCIAF to spend time
last year with street children
in Zambia.

Paul, a pupil at Lochgilp-
head High School, said:
‘We saw first hand last year
what it’s like being a young
person in Africa.

‘After this visit, Marian
will be able to tell us about
the effects of the drought
and HIV and AIDS, which
we know are big problems
in lots of African countries.

‘It will be great to walk
the new Kintyre Way - I
want to go back and do the
whole lot when it opens in
August.’

Annie, now a student at
Strathclyde University,
said: ‘It’s great to give
something back and I think
the visit to Kenya and Tan-
zania that Marian is making
will be useful to us all to
help us understand the
problems faced by people in
these drought-torn coun-
tries.’

Anyone who would like to
sponsor Marian on her walk
along the Kintyre Trail can
email her at
marian.pallister@zen.co.uk.

Lochgair framer saves exhibition

A LOCHGAIR picture
framer has come to the
rescue of an exhibition and
auction of paintings in
Tarbert.

Organisers of the exhibi-
tion of work by school pu-
pils from Tarbert Academy
had asked IKEA to donate
frames for the pictures, but
the furniture store refused,

leaving the group with no
remaining money to
mount the works.

But Terri Burt, a Loch-
gair-based picture framer,
heard of the group’s plight
and generously donated
131 mounts for the pic-
tures free of charge, cut-
ting them all in her own
studio.

It wasn’t all fun and games at the Lochgilphead Police Station on May 10,
with some of the Mid Argyll Elfs finding out what life is like behind bars.

a19elf02

Sinead Pow, Thomas
McBain and Calum
MacDonald became

road policing officers
for the day when they

got behind the wheel of
Strathclyde Police’s

Land Rover at
Lochgilphead Police

Station on Wednesday
May 10. The children

visited the police station
with Mid Argyll Elfs

Nursery. a19elf01

Postwatch

seeks rural

opinions

POSTWATCH Scotland is
urging people from rural
communities to complete a
questionnaire on post offices.

Tricia Dow, director of
Postwatch Scotland, said:
‘Through this survey we want
to gather information ahead
of the promised government
consultation on what the
long-term future of post of-
fices could be.’

The questionnaire asks cus-
tomers to describe the diffi-
culties they would have if
their local post office were to
close. To complete the ques-
tionnaire, visit
www.postwatch.co.uk or call
08456 013265.

Gardener’s question

time at Minard SWRI

MINARD SWRI’s meet-
ing on Thursday April 20
was a great success.

As it was an open meet-
ing, president Netta
Dunagan was pleased to
welcome visitors from in-
stitutes in Lochgilphead
and Kilmichael Glassary.
It was also good to see
residents from the vil-
lage.

Expertise
Speaker for the evening

was Glyn Toplis from Ar-
dkinglas Woodland Gar-
den, who chaired a gar-
dener ’s question time.

The audience made good
use of his expertise, and
will no doubt put his ad-
vice to good use. Members
thank Mr Toplis for his
time and hope that he will
visit again.

The monthly competi-
tion to design a Christmas
card was won by Netta
Dunagan, Sheila Camp-
bell taking second prize
and Edna Locke third.

The evening finished
with refreshments and a
raffle. The next meeting
will be the AGM on Thurs-
day May 18.

Ford SWRI elects

committee at AGM

FORD SWRI held its AGM in Ford Hall on Tuesday
May 2.

President Sheena McNair welcomed members and
thanks everyone who had taken part in competitions
at the federation show in Ardrishaig. Representatives
had picked up gold and silver star.

After voting papers were counted, the new commit-
tee was announced, Sheena McNair continuing as
president. Sue Phillis was elected secretary and Helen
Blair as treasurer.

A busy bring and buy helped funds, the summer out-
ing was discussed and a pleasant evening ended with
tea and home baking.

Turn to page 32 for your

chance to win £850 in our

spot the ball competition
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UNIT 6, Kilmory Industrial Estate

Lochgilphead

Telephone/fax

01546 606898
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GARDEN SUPPLIESGARDEN SUPPLIESGARDEN SUPPLIESGARDEN SUPPLIESGARDEN SUPPLIES

Kilmory Industrial Estate, Lochgilphead

Sales and Service for All Makes

COUNTAX  :  OREGON

BRIGGS & STRATTON

TECUMSEH

Sole Dixon Dealer for Argyll

PARTS FOR ALL LEADING NAMES

FULL RANGE OF GARDEN MACHINERY

IN STOCK

GARDEN TOOLS

GLOVES AND BOOTS

FULL RANGE OF

SAFETY CLOTHING
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Success for Kintyre Schools at Gourock
KINTYRE Schools Nov-
ice Pipe Band achieved an
outstanding success at
Gourock Highland Games
on Sunday, May 7.

With almost half of the
band members playing in
their first-ever pipe band
contest, the young band,
under Pipe Major John
Brown, played superbly
well to, first of all, be
placed first their own Nov-
ice Juvenile Grade.

For this, the band were
presented with the Peggy
MacDonald Memorial Tro-
phy.

Then they really put the
cat among the pigeons by
playing up against eight
other bands in the higher
Juvenile Grade and win-
ning that contest as well.

In the process they
knocked Kintyre Schools
Senior Band into second
place and brought the
Gourock Traders Associa-
tion Shield back to Camp-
beltown for the second
year running.

The amazing result was
the talk of Gourock.

‘This sets us up really
nicely for the Major Scot-
tish Championships at
Dumbarton next Saturday,’
said Pipe Major Brown.

‘That’ll be much tougher,
especially with qualifying
heats to contend with at
nine in the morning.

‘But the band members
deserve great credit.

‘There may be 17 abso-
lute novices in the band but
they’ve put in a huge
amount of work over the
winter.

‘This was a very useful
run-out, absolutely essen-
tial ahead of the Scottish
Championships.

‘I would particularly like
to mention Ewan Millar
who was thrown in as lead-
ing stroke today and took
the drum corps to first place
in Juvenile Grade.

‘The Band was slightly
depleted today as a number
of them had to stay at home
to study for their Standard
Grades.  But these little dis-
tractions will soon be out of
the way and we’ll all be
able to concentrate on the
main aim of achieving some
success at Dumbarton on
Saturday, May 20.

‘I’m delighted that D.
McNair & Son will be
sponsoring and supporting
us at the Scottish Champi-
onships.’

One final success to be
mentioned for Kintyre
Schools at Gourock was
Liam Renton’s third place
in the Juvenile Drum Ma-
jor’s contest.

The amazing

result was

the talk of

Gourock

‘Now Kintyre Schools
will be the band that the
others want to topple.’

The Kintyre Schools Ju-
venile Band, led by Pipe
Major Ian McKerral, also
played well to win the
Greenock Telegraph Shield
for second place in Juvenile
Grade and then be placed
fourth in Adult Grade 2,

 thereby winning the James
McGinn Shield.

For the Juvenile Band
though the high-light of the
day was their drum corps
first place, for which they
received the Inverclyde
Council Shield.

After heaping more praise
on the Novice Band, Pipe
Major McKerral went on to
applaud the Juvenile Band’s
performance.

Pipe Major Ian McKerral

Kintyre Schools Novice Juvenile Band, with Pipe Major John Brown march on to play at Gourock

Campbeltown fuel merchant

backs Scottish championship bid

CAMPBELTOWN’s lead-
ing fuel merchants, Messrs
D McNair & Sons of Kinloch
Road, have stepped in to
sponsor Kintyre Schools
Pipe Bands’ assault on the
Scottish Pipe Band Champi-
onships at Levengrove Park,
Dumbarton this Saturday.

McNairs supply and deliver
coal, oil and gas throughout
Kintyre and offer a friendly,
prompt and efficient service.
Alan Shaw and the staff of
McNairs take orders and of-
fer helpful advice to custom-
ers.  They can be contacted
on Campbeltown (01586)
552020. Proprietor Alan
Shaw said: ‘I am delighted
to be supporting juvenile
piping and drumming in
Kintyre by sponsoring the
Schools Pipe Bands on their

first major excursion of the
season to the Scottish Cham-
pionships.

‘Kintyre Schools Pipe
Bands have only been going
for five years, but they’ve
been world champions twice
during that time.  More im-
portantly, win or lose, they
bring immense credit to the
local community, to the
schools, to their parents and
to themselves.  I see the chil-
dren in the bands as smart,
disciplined, committed and
respectful, and I welcome D.
McNair & Son’s association
with them.’

Iain Ferguson, band sec-
retary, thanked Mr Shaw for
his kind words. He ex-
plained that Argyll and Bute
Council and the local
schools support juvenile

piping and drumming in
Kintyre by employing Ian
McKerral as full time tutor
in the schools and by pro-
viding accommodation and
other practice facilities.

Mr Ferguson added: ‘The
Local Authority does not
have a budget to actually
support and fund the activi-
ties of the school pipe
bands. Managing and run-
ning two juvenile pipe bands,
each with 35 playing mem-
bers, is an expensive business
and the Kintyre Juvenile Pipe
Band Association which
funds the bands on behalf of
the schools depends hugely
on very willing community
support.  I never cease to be
amazed at the level of sup-
port the bands get from
within our own community.’

Alan Shaw of D McNair and Son, sponsors of Kintyre Schools Pipe Bands
at the Scottish Championships on Saturday, is pictured with the Novice

Juvenile Drum Corps. Mr Shaw, and his daughter Susan handed the
sponsorship cheque to bass drummer Stewart Blue.

The Scottish

Pipe Band

Championships

SPONSORED by D.
McNair & Son, Kintyre
Schools Pipe Band
coaches will be leaving
Campbeltown at 5am
on Saturday morning.

The Novice Band is due
to play in the heats at
9am, with the final
scheduled for later in
the morning if they are
lucky enough to qualify.

Kintyre Schools Juve-
nile Grade Band is
scheduled to play just
before 11.30am.

Some 140 pipe bands
will be competing.

As a spectacle the
whole event in the
lovely Levengrove set-
ting is highly recom-
mended.

Readers who have not
previously attended a
pipe band competition
are encouraged to go
along and support Kin-
tyre Schools and have a
great day out.

Schools’ drumming instructor

FOR KINTYRE Schools,
the best news of 2006 so far
is the appointment, by the
Education Authority, of Lee
Lawson as Drumming In-
structor in Kintyre Schools.

This appointment is for
two full days per week,
funded equally by Argyll
& Bute Council, using des-
ignated Youth Music Initia-
tive funds, and by Kintyre
Juvenile Pipe Band Asso-
ciation.  All concerned are
committed initially for 12
months but in anticipation
that a year-on-year funding

package for this partnership
will be put together.

Lee is an exceptionally
skilled side drummer as she
showed at the Pipe Band
concerts in the Victoria Hall
in March.

Having been in her new
position since the end of
April, Lee says that she is
very impressed by the mu-
sical standards and the set-
up within the schools and
she commented most fa-
vourably on the great job
that Campbell Anderson as
snare drumming tutor has

been doing for the last five
years in his spare time.

Lee’s appointment is what
is needed to take Kintyre
Schools forward, to the
stage where the opportuni-
ties for the drummers equal
those opportunities cur-
rently available to pipers.
Lee also has skills in brass,
orchestral and choral work.

For the coming season, Lee
will be combining her in-
structional duties with Kin-
tyre Schools with being a
playing member of the Grade
1 Vale of Atholl Pipe Band.

�TRACTOR DIESEL   �HEATING OIL, DOMESTIC FUEL   �COOKER FUEL   �ROAD DIESEL – available to the public from our yard, or by bulk delivery
�ALL GRADES OF HOUSEHOLD AND SMOKELESS FUEL AVAILABLE   �LPG BOTTLED GAS . . . for all types of applications
�ALL TYPES of LPG GAS HEATERS available �ELECTRIC FIRES   �GAS/SOLID FUEL – Stoves or Fire Inserts available
�PRE-PACKED HOUSECOAL, PEAT, LOGS, PARAFFIN OIL, ROAD DIESEL – ALL AVAILABLE TO BE CONVENIENTLY UPLIFTED FROM OUR PREMISES

OPEN: Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 5.30 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.
SERVING KINTYRE . . . AND BEYOND!  OUR NAME IS YOUR GUARANTEE

D. McNAIR & SON

Fuel Oil Specialists (Marine/Agricultural/Domestic)
:   Solid Fuel Merchants

LPG   :   Lubricants

FREE TO ALL CUSTOMERS

�AUTOMATIC ‘TOP-UP’ SERVICE AVAILABLE –

�TANK REPLACEMENT, COAL BUNKERS SUPPLIED

�BUDGET FUEL ACCOUNTS AVAILABLE –

Spread the cost over the year and it’s INTEREST FREE

Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6EG   Telephone (01586) 552020 (24 hours)   Fax (01586) 552039   E-mail: dmcnairshipping@aol.com

Pleased to be the sponsors of Kintyre Schools Pipe Band for the Scottish Pipe Band Championship in Dumbarton, May 20, 2006
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Reason 15

Over 1000
offers in-store every week*

*Subject to availability in most stores. 
Tennents Lager £1.33/litre • Walkers Squares 65.9p/100g • Muller Fruit Corner Snack Size 26.2p/100g • Wall’s Magnum Classic 23.9p/100ml • Tango Orange 6.8p/100ml. 

w/c 15/05/06

£1.36
2 litre

BuyOne
GetOne

FREE

Includes Apple
& Clear

£1.99
8 pack

BuyOne
GetOne

FREE

FROZEN

£1.72

86p
3pack

Half
Price

All Varieties

Includes
Wotsits

£1.45
10 pack

BuyOne
GetOne

FREE

Morrisons Store at: An Aird, FORT WILLIAM.
For more information please telephone 01397 700333  www.morrisons.co.uk

More reasons toshopat

3for
£18
£6.99
12x440ml
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McMurchy is delighted to

be the new owner of

Fresh Connection in

Longrow.

‘I bought Fresh Connec-

tion because it was so well

established and it had

been run so well previ-

ously,’ she said. ‘I like crafts

and flower arranging.’

A LIFELONG ambition

to become her own

boss has finally be-

come a reality for a

local woman.

Having sought a ven-

ture in the town for

some time, and having al-

ways had a love for crafts

and flowers, Lorraine

Lorraine took charge of

the keys to the shop at

the beginning of April but

before moving in she had

the premises completely

refurbished.

Beautiful oak flooring

and warm lighting wel-

comes customers

through the door, where

they are greeted with a

beautiful array of flowers

and mouthwatering fresh

fruit and veg.

On top of all this, Fresh

Connection also has a

wide selection of cards,

cuddly toys, ornaments

and candles to suit all

tastes, not to mention a

variety of delicious

boxed chocolates and

biscuits.

Together with your

choice of flowers, all

these items can be added

to a goody basket, made

exactly to your require-

ments and uniquely for

you.

Left to right: Jessie McPhail, new owner Lorraine McMurchy and Denise Robertson.
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With the summer now

approaching fast, people

are beginning to think

about getting their gar-

den into order and at

Fresh Connection you

will find a fantastic range

of bedding plants, hang-

ing baskets and pots.

Working for Lorraine

are Denise Robertson,

who hopes to complete

her level three SVQ in

floristry later this year,

and Jessie McPhail, who

is extremely experienced

and has a wide knowl-

edge about plants. Eilidh

Cook and Jacqueline

Brown also work in the

shop on Saturdays.

Flowers, fruit and veg-

etables arrive at the shop

almost daily and all the

flowers are cut and con-

ditioned before being put

on sale. If there’s any

type of flower you want

which isn’t in stock, or

any particular arrange-

ment you would like

made, the staff at Fresh

Connection will be only

too happy to try and

meet your needs.

This is particularly good

if you’re tying the knot

and would like some-

thing a bit different.

Deliveries are made

daily throughout Kintyre

as far north as Tayinloan

and as far south at South-

end but deliveries to

places outwith this radius

can be arranged by ap-

pointment.

So what are you wait-

ing for? Why not pop

along to Fresh Connec-

tion today and bring

some colour back into

your life.

Local deliveries of your fresh fruit, veg and floral arrangements
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Thought for

the week

Down Memory Lane

WE AT The Argyllshire Advertiser do our utmost to make
sure that all our reports are fair, accurate and balanced,
but we accept that, on occasion, mistakes can occur in the
hectic process of producing a weekly local newspaper.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any
errors in print. If you find an error of fact on our pages
please write to the Senior Reporter, The Argyllshire Ad-
vertiser, 44 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8NB, giv-
ing your daytime telephone number where possible. This
statement of policy will appear on this page every week
along with any corrections or clarifications.

The Argyllshire Advertiser adheres to the Press Com-
plaints’ Commission’s Code of Conduct.

The views expressed in The Argyllshire Advertiser are
not necessarily those of this newspaper.

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of no more than
200 words for publication on this page.

The Editor reserves the right to shorten, to
amend or to refuse to print them. Names and ad-
dresses must be supplied to indicate good faith,
although these details can be withheld from pub-
lication. Telephone numbers, if available, are also
appreciated. Anonymous letters cannot be con-
sidered. Please write to: Letters, The Argyllshire
Advertiser, 44 Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31
8NB, or fax us on 01546 602661.
 E-mail: editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk. E-
mailed letters can only be considered if they have
a name, full address and telephone number.

Those Were The Days

The Argyllshire Advertiser,  May17, 1996
I LOVE the month of May.
Although I’ve lived for
many years May still springs
surprises on me. Each year
I’m taken aback by the
beauty of the wild flowers.
Starting with early prim-
roses we progress through
violets to red campion and
then bluebells. It’s like
watching a magnificent
painting being unrolled bit
by bit to prolong our enjoy-
ment. I so enjoy the
changeovers - when the last
of the delicate lemon prim-
roses remain to show up
against the pink campion,
and when the pinks of
campion and ragged robin
intermingle with the glori-
ous blue of a drift of blue-
bells. I should take up writ-
ing poetry again!

David, who wrote most of
the psalms in the Bible,
wrote them poetically. It
takes poetry to praise the
Lord for the wonder of his
creation. ‘Sing to the Lord a
new song; sing to the Lord,
all the earth. Sing to the
Lord, praise his name; pro-
claim his salvation day after
day. Declare his glory
among the nations, his mar-
vellous deeds among all
peoples.’ The next sunny day
you’re free take a walk
among wild flowers and you
too may burst into praise of
God, who made every sin-
gle one of them.

(see Psalm 96:1-2)
Irene Howat

Argyll Street, Lochgilphead,
Argyll PA31 8NB
e-mail:editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Telephone: 01546 602345
Fax: 01546 602661
www.argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Letters to the Editor

viewed and amended as
required to ensure that
committee members, play-
ers and management are
fully aware of their re-
sponsibilities. Rest as-
sured that as a local club,
we wish to encourage
younger team members to
train and play with us, we
fully appreciate the back-
ing from supporters and
sponsors alike and cer-
tainly do not want anyone
to be discouraged from be-
ing involved in a small lo-
cal club. We need to have
the support of everyone lo-
cally to continue our mem-
bership of the Scottish
Amateur Football League.
Chairman Michael Todd,
Manager Douglas
Moore, Lochgilphead
Red Star AFC

Housing list

favours

homeless

Sir,
I would like to reply to
last week’s letter ‘Shame-
ful housing situation’ and
offer my support 100 per
cent to the lady who
wrote it.

I agree wholeheartedly
with all the points in her
letter. Both myself and
my husband were born
and bred in Argyll and
worked in Argyll all our
lives. We have been on
both housing lists for well
over 10 years, to no avail.

We naively assumed
that we would eventually
come to the front of the
queue, but we were
wrong. We therefore con-
tinue to pay extortionate
rent, whilst others are put

initially had accommoda-
tion provided by his em-
ployer when his family
joined him and then the tied
accommodation was no
longer available. This man
is in employment and both
he and his employer will be
paying taxes, in turn con-
tributing to our society, but
it is a case of damned if you
do or damned if you don’t.
Don’t work and you are a
sponger, work you are con-
demned for ‘stealing jobs’.

The young woman re-
ferred to who ‘fancied liv-
ing in Lochgilphead’ is, like
the writer, born and bred in
Argyll and has a supportive
extended family who she
rightly returned to for sup-
port not on some whim, but
due to varied reasons, be-
cause she is homeless.

Any person who presents
as homeless to the local au-
thority is not automatically
‘prioritised’ but circum-
stances are assessed in a
professional manner by
dedicated staff from the
homeless team who adhere
to the existing guidelines
under far-seeing legislation
by the Scottish Executive.

There appeared an under-
current through the letter

that made me think I was in
Barking in London during
the recent local elections.
People should be at liberty
to move wherever they wish
in society and the wider
world and those in need
should be offered support.
Once you start drawing
lines as to who should be
supported it is just a matter
of time until the line gets
wider and we target others
who we have some grudge
against. I am sure someone
will point out that I was not
born in Argyll!

Hugh Kirk, 13 Chalmers
Street, Ardrishaig

lowed to sell it back to the
council, or at the very least
a person should only be eli-
gible to use the right to buy
option once.

People are simply buying
their council houses, selling
them on for vast profit only
to get into another council
house and do the same thing
again. Fife Council has sus-
pended the right to buy op-
tion as it has realised that
too many people are taking
advantage of the situation
and that council housing
stocks are being depleted.

As there do not seem to be
too many, if any new, coun-
cil houses being built,
surely Argyll and Bute
Council should be follow-
ing suit.

Name and address sup-
plied

would like to apologise for
any upset and embarrass-
ment  that was to caused
to both your reader and his
children.

Whilst we do not con-
done any untoward behav-
iour from players or offi-
cials, it has unfortunately
become part of the culture
of today’s game and is
something that has to be
addressed by all member
clubs, referees and gov-
erning bodies throughout
the game. This is not an
excuse but if your reader
was to visit any public
park where amateur foot-
ball is played throughout
Scotland, they would find
the exact same language
and behaviour every Sat-
urday at 2.30pm and I’m
sure millions of fans wit-
ness the same if not worse
on televised games
throughout the world.

The club has a discipline
code which will be re-

press policy

up at the taxpayers’ ex-
pense. In short, patience,
honesty and civility get
you nowhere!.

Name and address sup-
plied

Homeless not

to blame for

housing

Sir,
In reply to the letter last
week from the woman high-
lighting the shameful hous-
ing situation can I put for-
ward some points?

The current housing situ-
ation is not a result of
homeless people but could
be seen as due to decades
of under-investment in lo-
cal authority housing, right
to buy schemes depleting
the availability and the
overpriced private sector.

The man mentioned, I be-
lieve, is in employment and

This week’s Down Memory Lane photograph was submitted by Norma Ross of Lochgilphead. It
shows members of Lochgilphead Golf Club’s ladies section in 1973. The ladies used to have a garden
shed as a clubhouse and the first hole was halfway up a hill (where the third fairway is now). Pictured
enjoying a round are, back row from left, Ann McGilp (nee Angus), Norma Ross, Isobel McMillan,
Ishy MacDonald. Front row: Phyllis Angus, Heather Anderson (nee MacDonald) and Elsie Sinclair.
Elsie Sinclair, Ishy MacDonald and Norma Ross are all still playing members at Lochgilphead Golf
Club. Bring your old photos in to The Argyllshire Advertiser office and share them with our readers.

Scrap right

to buy

scheme

Sir,
I am writing concerning the
housing situation in Argyll
and Bute and council ten-
ants’ right to buy option.

The right to buy option is
a great thing but I feel that
the rules should be changed
that if you buy your coun-
cil house and then wish to
sell, you should only be al-

Red Star

will review

conduct

Sir,
In reply to the letter from
your concerned reader in
last week’s paper, the
management and players
of Lochgilphead Red Star

The deadline for

letters is

Tuesday at 2pm

Lochgilphead

lock-keeper's

award

A LOCHGILPHEAD lock-
keeper who risked his life
to stop a suicide attempt has
been awarded a certificate
of commendation from
Strathclyde's police chief.

Non-swimmer Charlie
Connolly of Oakfield
Bridge House has received
the prestigious award.

An employee of British
Waterways, Mr Connolly
was on duty at Oakfield
Bridge on the Crinan Canal,
Lochgilphead, when he saw
a man behaving strangely at
the edge of the canal bank.

‘The next thing I knew he
had disappeared,’ he said.

‘I ran over and saw him
lying face down in the ca-
nal, trying to push his head
under water.

Although I couldn't swim
I waded in up to my chest
and tried to pull him out but
he kept struggling - it was
obvious he didn't want to be
saved.'

At that point a passer-by
came to his assistance and
between them they man-
aged to drag the man ashore
before Mr Connolly phoned
for the emergency services.

Superintendent Ian Gillies

who presented the award on
behalf of the Chief Consta-
ble, Sir Andrew Sloan,
praised Mr Connolly's he-
roic deed.

'The canal is about 45 feed
wide at that point and
Charlie's prompt and cou-
rageous action prevented
what could have been a very
serious situation,' he said.

On your

marks for a

record series

TARBERT is gearing up
for what could be a record-
breaking Rover Series next
weekend.

With just seven days to go,
the number of entries is al-
ready well over the 200
mark - and organisers are
expecting another record
feet.

The honorary secretary of
the series’ organisers,
Clyde Cruising Club,
Sandy Taggart said: ‘We are
delighted at the level of en-
tries so far. They all tend to
flood in just before the clos-
ing date but even at this
stage we look to have the
makings of an exciting re-
gatta.’

The event looks set to be
an exciting affair with tough
competition between some
of the county's best .
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Pat Semple who has received a coveted artists’ award for her work.

A HIGHLANDS artist with
Kintyre roots has recently
been celebrating after re-
ceiving an award for her
work.

Pat Semple was presented
with the Highland Society
of London award for the
best work in any discipline
by an artist living and work-
ing in the Highlands.

It was given to her at the
180th Royal Scottish Acad-
emy (RSA) annual exhibi-
tion at The Mound, Edin-
burgh, recently.

Now living in Tain, Ross-
shire, Pat is the daughter of
Neil Semple and the grand-
daughter of Henry Semple,
late of Ifferdale Farm, Sad-
dell.

Pat has lived and worked

for many years in the High-
lands.

As a child she attended
Saddell and Carradale
schools and has a house at
Campbeltown.

She regards Kintyre as her
spiritual home.

A professional member of
the Society of Scottish Art-
ists and the Royal Scottish
Society of painters in wa-
tercolour.

She has had numerous
exhibitions in Scotland and
London and her works are
in private collections in Eu-
rope and the UK as well as
America and Norway.

Pat works mainly in oils
and mixed media and pro-
duces many drawings as
well.

Pat receives top award for artistic talent

Just some of those who attended an open evening at Muasdale Surgery last week to find out about the
West Kintyre Medical Fund. c20mua01

Honour for

Vestas man

A MAN who has helped the
Danish parent company of
Vestas-Celtic at
Machrinhanish to maintain
a leading market position  in
the UK has been rewarded
for his efforts.

Mr Silberman, of
Windpower Developments
Limited, received the Di-
ploma of the Danish Export
Association and His Royal
Highness Prince Henrik’s
Medal of Honour  from the
Danish Ambassador in Lon-
don.

They were presented for
his work with Vestas and
other related companies.

Mr Silberman was ap-
pointed Vestas’s representa-
tive in the United Kingdom
in 1988.

He received the awards for
his hard work and vision
which has contributed to
Vestas’s market position in
the UK within the selling
and production of wind
power systems.

James Baxter’s driving success

JAMES Baxter from Tar-
bert undertook training to
become an approved driv-
ing instructor with a large
driving school in Brighton.

After passing his driving
instructor qualifications in
1999, he remained with the
driving school until 2002.

James continued to give
driving lessons as an inde-
pendent instructor and
maintained a base of
around 45 pupils.

Now based in Tarbert, his
driving school continues.
He said: ‘I am a patient
person and am able to get

on with people easily.  My
lesson fees will be £30.00
for the first three hours,
which I find gives beginners
the chance to get ‘up and
running’, and thereafter
£15.00 per hour.

‘I am also registered to
teach the Pass Plus training
course. This provides pupils
who have recently passed
their driving test with in-
valuable experience in six
main areas of driving A
number of insurance com-
panies offer substantial dis-
counts to those who pass the
course and this invariably

covers the cost of the
course. The Pass Plus train-
ing will cost £240.00 and
this can be split over the du-
ration of the course.

‘This will include a drive
to Glasgow in order to pro-
vide practical training for
the dual carriageway, mo-
torway and town driving
modules. For more infor-
mation, give James a call to-
day on 01880 820969 or
07790 892063.

The group then moved
into the Tassie, whoich was
formerly the surgery itself.
Over a glass of wine, tea or
coffee, the committee mem-
bers chatted with people
about the fundction of the
fund.

Many people were una-
ware that the fund exists to
help provide valuable
equipment for the practice,
which strengthens the case
for maintaining both a doc-
tor and a surgery at Muas-
dale as the NHS does not
provide such equipment.

Marilyn Shedden, WKMF
chairwoman, then gave an
overview presentation on
the aims and objectives for
the future of the fund and
the committee invited peo-
ple to become a friend for a

contribution of just £5 per
year.

The fund is hoping to ap-
ply for charitable status,
which will give it several
financial advantages. It is
also hoping to set up a web-
site to keep people updated
about what the fund is do-
ing.

The committee was disap-
pointed that Dr Syred could
not make the evening as he
was unavoidably detained
in Glasgow, but it is very
grateful to him and all his
staff for the warmth of their
support and co-operation.

For more information
about the fund and the work
its members do, contact
Marilyn Shedden on 01583
421104, or Janette Fiander
on 01583 421304.

A LARGE number of peo-
ple attended an open
evening at Muasdale Sur-
gery last week to find out
all about the West Kintyre
Medical Fund (WKMF)
and what it does.

The evening began in the
surgery with a look at the
medical equipment pur-
chased by the fund for the
Muasdale practice.

Dr Kalia and Marion
McDonald demonstrated
how the equipment was
used, with particular refer-
ence to the recently pur-
chased defibrillator.

This life-saving piece of
equipment was purchased
by the WKMF with gener-
ous fudning from the wind
farm trust and the British
Heart Foundation.

Medical

fund open

evening

West coast bar staff

to undergo training

A NEW training  book and
a chance for landlords of
pubs across the west coast
to win training for their staff
has been launched by Alco-
hol Focus Scotland’s train-
ing arm Servewise.

The training and booklet
is aimed at casual staff,
taken on in the summer,
who often do not receive
training at spotting and
dealing with drink-related
problems because it is too
expensive.

Jack Law, chief executive
of Alcohol Focus Scotland,

said: ‘Although training of
casual staff is not currently
included in new legislation,
it is vital to show due dili-
gence to maintain high
standards and cover legal
and social responsibilities.

‘The new workbook pro-
vides a coast and time ef-
fective way of doing this.’

At the same time,
Tennent’s came up with the
idea of giving away bar
staffing training courses
with Scottish Licensed
Trade News. ‘It helps us get
the message out there about

the importance of training,
whilst SLTN and Tennent’s
are giving something
worthwhile back to the
trade, in keeping with the
responsible agenda we pro-
mote,’ said Mr Law.

Tennent’s Lager head of
public relations Rob Bruce
said that bar staff in Kintyre
and Mid Argyll are at the
front line when it comes to
promoting responsible use
of alcohol and as a respon-
sible company we wanted
to offer publicans a helping
hand.’

Argyll hotels recognised for quality and

innovation in annual Scottish awards

TWO Argyll hotels have
received accolades in this
year’s Scottish Hotels of the
Year Awards.

The awards were pre-

sented for business, design,
innovation and quality.

Balinakill House at
Clachan won the Scottish
Hotel Green Award 2006,

while the Cairnbaan Hotel
too a Very Highly Com-
mended in The Scottish
Hotel Bar Food Award 2006
section.

LOOKING FOR

DRIVING LESSONS?

1

FOR FRIENDLY, PATIENT

AND PROFESSIONAL

DRIVING TUITION CALL

JAMES BAXTER

(01880) 820969   07790 892063
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Dooker Soup performers

hit the Argyll airwaves

Time running out for

National Mod entries

Katie Evamy and Meagan Marshal from Tarbert, gold medal winners at last
year’s Royal National Mod in Stornoway. t42mod13

WITH the 2006 Royal Na-
tional Mod less than six
months away, the May 31
will see the closing date
for entries to the event.

Mod 2006, which is be-
ing held in Dunoon from
Friday October 13 to Sat-
urday October 21 will be
the 103rd Mod and is ex-
pected to attract visitors
and competitors from
throughout the UK, Ire-
land, the USA, Canada
and Australia.

The Royal National Mod
has the support of Caledo-
nian MacBrayne as the
main commercial support-
ers of Mod 2006 and many
of the choirs and competi-
tors travelling to Dunoon
will be utilising services
across the company’s net-
work from Mull to the
Western Isles. Further sup-

port has come from Argyll
and Bute Council and the
Royal Mail Group. The
Mod returns to Dunoon
having last been held in
the town six years ago.

John A MacIver, con-
vener of the Royal Na-
tional Mod, anticipates a
high level of entries across
the range of competitions
which include piping, fid-
dle, Gaelic music and
song, literature, Highland
dancing, drama and sport.

Successful
Mr MacIver said: ‘Both

the Dunoon Mod in 2000
and the Oban Mod in 2003
were extremely successful
events and I am confident
that, as we return to Ar-
gyll, the numbers for Mod
2006 will be on a par with
previous Mods held in Ar-
gyll.’

Entries to the Dunoon
Mod 2006 require to be
submitted to the offices of
the Royal National Mod in
Inverness no later than
May 31.

Entries
Louise MacLean, who

has recently taken up the
post of Mod administrator
with the Mod Company, is
based at the Mod offices
in Inverness, where her re-
sponsibilities will include
dealing with the entries
and working closely with
colleagues and officials in
Inverness, Stornoway and
Oban as planning for Mod
2006 gathers pace.

The Royal National Mod
can be contacted at 109
Church Street, Inverness,
IV1 1EY, by telephone on
01463 709705 or via email
on info@the-mod.co.uk.

Singer-songwriter Katie Fitzgerald on air at Argyll FM’s Acoustic Alternative show, with presenter
Les Oman

PERFORMERS from the Tarbert community music
and media project Dooker Soup have been hitting the
airwaves recently.

Whilst Radio Scotland presenters have been play-
ing several tracks from the Dooker Soup CD, Argyll
FM has also taken a special interest in the project and
hosted two live sessions from its Campbeltown stu-

dio. Singer-songwriters Katie Fitzgerald and Amanda
Lough joined Les Oman on the Acoustic Alternative
show to talk about their involvement in the Dooker
Soup workshops, and to perform some of their own
material live on air.

The live broadcasts were a first for both Katie and
Amanda, and both gave inspired performances of origi-
nal material we are sure to hear more of in the future.

The support Argyll FM has shown for Dooker Soup
has been invaluable, and the project team would like
to thank Les and everyone at Argyll FM for the oppor-
tunity to showcase two very accomplished perform-
ers.

For more information on Dooker Soup log on to
www.wildbiscuit.com. Younger audience catered for in Ardfern

MONDAY (May 22) will
see Craignish Village Hall
host a special play for
young children and their
families.

The Gardener, presented
by the AJTC Theatre Com-
pany, is a funny, warm-
hearted play with music,
written especially for young
children and their parents
and grandparents. Writer
Mike Kenny winner of the

Council of England’s Chil-
dren’s Ward for 2000.

The performance begins
at 6.30pm. Tickets are avail-
able by calling 01852
500689, and are priced at £6
for adults and £3 for chil-
dren aged eight or under.

TARBERT

GOLF CLUB

Junior section

Tuition starts
on Monday May 22,

2006
at 6.30pm

Telephone Bookings 01586 553899

www.weepictures.co.uk

THIS WEEK AT A GLANCE

TONIGHT (FRIDAY) 19th MAY FOR SEVEN DAYS

Ant McPartlin, Declan Donnelly in the hilarious

Alien Autopsy (12A)

They’ll stitch you up in no time!

Showing Weekdays - 8.00 pm   Doors open 7.30 pm

Saturday and Sunday - 7.00 pm   Doors open 6.30 pm

Please note that children under nine must be accompanied

by an adult 18 or over.

Coming Next SCARY MOVIE 4 (15)

Coming Soon MISSION IMPOSSIBLE 3 (12A)

Coming Monday 5th June (ONE DAY ONLY)

CAPOTE (15)

TARBERT GOLF CLUB

Stonefield Castle Hotel

Gents Open

Sunday June 4, 2006
Handicap and scratch prizes of:- £60, £40, £30, £20

Tee off times
8am - 9am  11am - 12noon  2pm - 3pm

Entry fee £6
To book tee off time Telephone 01880 820 565

Mull Of Kintyre

Half Marathon

and 10k

28 May 2006

Both Races

Are Now Full

No Entries On

The Day
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From tonight (Friday 19th May) for

seven days, television comedy stars Ant

McPartlin and Declan Donnelly come

triumphantly to the big screen in

'Alien Autopsy' (12A), the laugh-

a-minute true story of an alien hoax.

The boys are in top form, don't miss!
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Gala concludes MAAA season

EIGHTEEN musicians
plus one church choir took
part in this year’s MAAA
gala, which traditionally
marks the end of the asso-
ciation’s season of music,
and the programme was
varied and highly enter-
taining.

The fine piping of Struan
Thorpe set the evening off
in superb style. Struan was
followed by Gillian
Smylie and Kirsten Law-
rence at the piano with a
popular movement from
Walton’s Suite, Facade,
the piece with which they
carried off the piano duet
honours at the Mid Argyll
Music Festival.

Another outstanding fes-
tival performer, Sarah
Dickie, sang two nicely
contrasted songs, Jock o’
Hazeldean and If I Loved
You and accompanied by
David Finlay at the piano,
these were highly polished
performances.

It was brave of clarinet-
tist, Sarah Blair, to play
Dance Prelude No 4 by
Lutoslawski,  and her
thoughtful performance
was well rewarded by pro-
longed applause, as was
Morag Cupples’ spirited
Scottish fiddle playing of
a slow air, strathspey and
reel.

Busiest men of the
evening were David Finlay
and John Orr, and together
with Ann MacMillan and
Iain MacInnes, they per-
formed the Trio from
Seven Brides for Seven
Brothers - quality ensem-
ble singing to bring the
first half to a close.

Again a great start to the
second half with fine sing-
ing from the Cumlodden

and Lochfyneside Church
choir,  before Sarah
Dickie, winner of the pi-
ano solo cup at the festi-
val, played two attractive
solos by Borodin and
Grovlez. As a contrast,
this was followed by Fear
a Bhata, sung in perfect
harmony by Megan Mar-
shall and Katie Evamy,
which moved master of
ceremonies, Alex Hamil-
ton, to exclaim: ‘definitely
the most beautiful sound
you will  hear this
evening’.

A key feature to the pro-
gramme was the breaking
up of musical items in
both sessions by a poetry
item, an original and wel-
come feature.  So in the
first half, we were treated
to a dramatic and expert
rendering (off by heart) of
W.S. Gilbert’s gruesome
epic poem The Yarn of the
Nancy Bell by Kay Hunter,
a real tour de force.

MAAA treasurer, Re-
becca Pine, made her now
traditional appearance in
the second half with a
highly entertaining and at
times hugely comical
poem, modelled on
Longfellow’s Hiawatha,
but recounting the long,
drawn out saga of the
cleaning and desludging
of the Crinan Canal in re-
cent months - a hugely
original and cleverly writ-
ten poem which struck
many a chord with the lo-
cal audience.

John Summers was again
on top form on the piano
and, with great style and
fine rhythm, he played
three jazz standards - fin-
ishing with The Girl From
Ipanema which really set
all those feet a tapping.

The ever-popular John
Orr sang If I Was A Rich
Man in a manner which
would certainly have been
approved of by Topol, be-
fore inviting the audience
to participate in The Hip-
popotamus Song, which
was a great success.  The
gala was then brought to a
conclusion with two tradi-
tional sets - marches and
reels - on the accordion,
fiddle and piano, with
John Holt, Morag Cupples
and Joyce Munro.

Finally, Alex Hamilton
thanked all the artists for
providing what had been
an excellent and original
evening of entertainment,
clearly enjoyed by the
large and appreciative au-
dience.

Cumlodden and Lochfyneside Church Choir performed at MAAA’s gala.
a13sat32

CROSSWORD

FIND THE WORDS

BRAIN STRAIN

Wallace

Optometrists

0845 230 EYES

(3937)

Call today and

book your

comprehensive

eye examination

For

 people

who

really

care

 about

their

eyesight

Sponsored by

Wallace Optometrists

IF YOUR CLUB OR CHARITY WOULD LIKE TO ADVERTISE

A COMMUNITY FOCUSED, INDIVIDUAL LEISURE EVENT

ON THIS NOTICEBOARD PLEASE CONTACT

Sheena on (01586) 554646 or

Sarah on (01546) 602345

ALL ADVERTISEMENTS MUST BE PREPAID

DUNAVERTY HALL
COMMITTEE

INDOOR CAR
BOOT SALE

DUNAVERTY HALL,
SOUTHEND

SUNDAY 21ST MAY
2.00 - 3.30pm

TABLES £6 EACH
TO BE BOOKED IN ADVANCE

PHONE: 01586 830 253

Coffee morning
in aid of

Multiple Sclerosis Trust

(Dianne's Peru Trek)

Saturday May 20, 2006

at the Campbell Street MS

Therapy Centre

10 - 12noon         £2

Bottle stall

Car Boot Sale
for

The Mid Argyll, Islay & Kintyre Branch

The Labour Party

at The Co-op Supermarket car

park, Lochgilphead

Sunday May 21, 2006

2pm - 4pm     Cars £5

Coisir Og Dhail Riata

Family ceilidh

with choir

and local artistes

Furnace Village Hall

Friday May 26, 2006

7.30pm

admission £4 includes tea

B.Y.O.B

Tarbert Film Club

at
T.A.L.C

Saturday 20th May 2006

doors open 7.30pm

film starts 8pm
"Mrs Henderson presents"

The Scottish Bible Society

Kintyre Action group

Car boot sale in Lorne & Lowland

Church grounds (if wet Church Hall)

Saturday may 27th selling from

1pm,  £6 per car

(free if selling for Bible Society)

Afternoon Teas New Hall

To book phone

M Paton - 01586 552581

THIS BOX

COULD BE

YOURS FOR

£11.85

INCLUSIVE

Mid Argyll
Link Club

Coffee morning

Lochgilphead
Parish Church
Saturday 20th May

10am - 12 noon

Tayvallich Flower Show Committee

Coffee Morning

Saturday 27th May

in the village hall

10.30am to 12 noon

Adults £2, children £1

Plants, produce, home baking

proceeds support village hall funds

ajtc Theatre Company

presents

'The Gardener'

(a play for children, parents & grandparents)

in Craignish Village

Hall, Ardfern

on  Monday May 22nd at 6.30pm

Tickets - 01852 500689

   KILMARTIN

   HOUSE

   MUSEUM

Feather & Fibre

from New Zealand

An illustrated talk with Maureen Lander

Installation Artist & Lecturer in Maori Material Cultural Studies

7.30 - 9pm

for further information, booking
and diary of events

contact 01546 510278
www.kilmartin.org
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TRAIL WEST

wide range of

Trailers, Launching

Trolleys and Spare

Parts in stock.

WINCHES, LIGHTS,

BEARINGS, WHEELS

You name it, we’ve

probably got it!

Ardfern Yacht Centre

Come and see our extended chandlery

and new clothing section

Extensive stocks including XM antifouling, International paints *

Johnson & Evinrude outboard motors * Zodiac inflatables & RIBS *

Lots of new clothing stock * Paints and Varnishes * Icom radios *

Silva equipment * Flares * plus lots, lots more of hard to find

chandlery * Special orders welcome

Pontoon Berthing * Moorings * Storage *

Extensive Repair and Maintenance Facilities

A R D F E R N  YA C H T  C E N T R E  L t d

Ardfern, by Lochgilphead ARGYLL, PA31 8QN

te l :  01852 500247 /  500636 fax :  01852 500624

www.ard fernyacht .co .uk

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY, ON AND OFF THE WATER

Tarbert Enterprise Company (TEC) congratulates Bell Lawrie once more for

their enthusiastic and invaluable sponsorship of

The Bell Lawrie Scottish Series.

Always a hugely popular event, both on and off the water, this year's off shore

racing is complimented by our shoreSide fun and festivities which include

clothing and outdoor weather stalls, seafood stands and a wide range of

harbour based activities guaranteed to keep friends and family entertained over

the Bank Holiday weekend. Face Painting? Model boat racing?

It's all here in Tarbert.

We're delighted also to welcome Seatrek who will be offering cruises on Loch

Fyne - so even if you're not a sailor, you can still get out there on the water and

enjoy the spectacle.

Whether you're a long-standing visitor, or here for the first time, we hope you

enjoy the friendly carnival atmosphere and the genuinely warm welcome from

a fishing village that loves to entertain!
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Expand your

knowledge at

Interested in supporting

families in Mid Argyll

& Kintyre?

Home-Start

volunteers'

Course of Preparation

• Understanding family life

• Community support / resources

• Listening skills

• Confidentiality

• Protecting Children

(the course has recently been updated and now has optional accreditation)

Our team of home visiting volunteer, parents

themselves, provide support, friendship and practical

help to families at home with at least one child under 5

Could you help a family give their

child the best possible start in life?

Everyone needs a hand sometimes!

If you have time to spare, have parenting experience and

would like to support a family through a difficult patch, then

why not give us a call and we will send you out a Volunteer’s

Information Pack.  Tel: 01586 551140 WHELK

FOR CAREERS ADVICE

THAT WORKS

visit:
www.careers-scotland.org.uk

or telephone us at:
0845 8 502 502

Careers Scotland is part of Scottish Enterprise
and Highlands & Islands Enterprise

Community Learning and Regeneration

Adult Learners Week

Thursday the 25th of May   2pm - 4pm

Community Learning and Development are

delivering taster sessions in partnership with

many other organisations including KADAS, the

community Representatives, Careers Scotland

and the Kintyre Healthy Living Partnership.

FREE mini sessions or ear candling / Reiki /

Indian Head massage / Thai hand and foot

massage / Acupuncture provided by KADAs

• Healthy Eating session.

• Yoga or light exercise

Find out about courses available in the area

Drop in anytime between 2 and 4

Kintyre Community Education Centre

Stewart Road, Campbeltown

For more information please contact

Chantal or Iris on 01586 552732

Entry is free

We look forward to seeing you.

The fifteenth annual UK wide festival of learning,
Adult Learners' Week, launches this year in Scot-
land on Saturday 20 May, with venues throughout
the country celebrating learning under this year's
theme of "Gender Equality in Learning".

Adult Learners' Week is the UK's only festival of
learning and is now celebrating its fifteenth anniver-
sary. In Scotland hundreds of organisations will open
their doors between Saturday 20 and Friday 26 May
to provide taster sessions and learning opportuni-
ties for new and existing learners.

Adult Learners Week
has developed and
grown from a one-week
promotion of learning into
an annual festival of
learning.  As well as en-
couraging new and exist-
ing learners to get in-
volved in learning, the
achievements of both
learners and providers
alike are acknowledged
and celebrated.

Adult Learners Week is
a unique annual UK-wide
festival of learning; it
brings together educa-
tors, training providers
and broadcasters in an
effort to raise awareness
and encourage participa-
tion in all types and forms
of adult learning amongst
those who are tradition-
ally under-represented in
post school education
and training.

Through the support of
the media and the use of
promotional activity Adult
learners Week seeks to
stimulate demand
through the creation of
positive images of learn-
ing.  Adult Learners'

20-26 MAY 2006

The aim of Adult Learners' Week is to celebrate
learning and to promote learning as a positive ex-
perience. This is achieved by learning providers
all over Scotland opening their doors and encour-
aging all adults living in Scotland to sample some
type or form of learning experience.

Everyone is welcome to participate in Adult Learn-
ers' Week, although the week long festival of learn-
ing is specifically aimed at attracting adults who
are traditionally under represented in post school
education and training. Whether it is trying some-

thing new, or revisiting something previously
learnt, Adult Learners Week aims to encourage
adults to return to learning in some capacity or
another.

Between Saturday 20 and Friday 26 May 2006 in
villages, towns and cities all over Scotland there
will be information stalls and displays, drop in and
taster sessions, with adult learning facilitators on
hand for advice, information and encouragement
in schools, colleges, halls, shopping centres, on
the street, and in many other locations.

Week also seeks to pro-
mote government poli-
cies that reflect the im-
portance and value of
learning within society.

The Scottish Adult
Leaning Partnership
(SALP) is responsible for
co-ordinating Adult
Learners Week in Scot-
land.  The National Insti-
tute for Adult and Con-
tinuing Education
(NIACE) has responsibil-
ity in England and Wales.

This year is the fifteenth
anniversary of Adult
learners Week in the UK.

The overall aims
of Adult Learners

Week are to:
• Celebrate the positive

role that learning can
play in changing peo-
ple's lives; the achieve-
ments and success
stories of adult learners
in every part of Scot-
land are promoted, cel-
ebrated and congratu-
lated.

• Stimulate participation
amongst those who
may not believe learn-

ing is for them, encour-
age more people to
take the first step back
to learning and pro-
mote leaning to disaf-
fected groups.

• Improve access to local
information, advice
and guidance that sup-
ports learning; all over
Scotland the opportu-
nity exists for people to
find out first hand what
is involved and what
help is available to
make the first step.

ADULT LEARNERS'
WEEK THEME

FOR 2006
Each year Adult Learn-

ers' Week focuses on a
key theme to help give
the events a shape and
concept. Using a theme
is a useful way of encour-
aging people to think
about trying something
new. This year's theme is
"Gender Equality in
Learning". Encompass-
ing the role of learning in
promoting gender equal-
ity in employment, edu-
cation and community in-

volvement and participa-
tion is the central activity
planned for this year.
Many of the local and
national partners are or-
ganising events with a
gender equality theme.

NATIONAL

FREEPHONE

HELPLINE:

0800 100 900

A free and confidential
telephone helpline for
adults interested in re-
turning to learning is
available all year round,
including during Adult
Learners' Week, at the
following times:

Mon - Fri 9am - 9pm
Saturday 9am - Noon
The national freephone

helpline offers impartial
advice and guidance to
adults on education,
training and employment
opportunities. Callers to
the helpline are able to
talk directly to an experi-
enced educational advi-
sor, who can offer infor-
mation, advice and help
to work out what the next

step towards learning is
and how to take it.

Building on

your skills and

experience

Volunteering with
Home-Start provides op-
portunities to build knowl-
edge, skills and experi-
ence.  Home-Start volun-
teers all have parenting
experience, an under-
standing of the demands
of family life and a willing-
ness to help other families
through a difficult patch.

This is not paid work but
can be a useful addition
to your CV.  Out of pocket
expenses are paid and
volunteers receive induc-
tion training (Course of
Preparation) prior to be-
ing matched with a fam-
ily.  Ongoing training is
available covering many
of the issues that cause
stress in families eg chil-
dren’s behaviour, illness,
bereavement, domestic
violence, drug and alco-
hol misuse.  The Course
of Preparation last
approx 30 hours and is

designed for flexible de-
livery, to suit participants.
It has recently been up-
dated and now has an
optional accreditation (
level 2 through the Open
College Network) Volun-
teers should have
parenting experience and
must be willing to provide
2 referees and undergo
an enhanced check with
Disclosure Scotland.

Everyone needs a
hand sometimes!

Volunteers visit families
with young children in their
own homes, providing a
free confidential service
and assist parents to pro-
vide the best possible start
in life for their children.

To find out how you can
use your knowledge,
skills and build experi-
ence through volunteer-
ing with Home-Start call
Eva in Mid Argyll on
07887511022 or Jackie in
Kintyre on 07919 410 872

Community

Learning and

Regeneration

 Working in partnership

with Argyl l  Col lege,
Community Learning
and Regeneration de-
liver a variety of adult
educat ion c lasses
within the Kintyre Area.
These classes include
comput ing,  bak ing,
Scottish cookery, com-
mi t tee sk i l ls ,  be l ly
dancing,  DIY,  L i fe
Ski l ls ,  Engl ish as a
second language,
Gael ic  c lasses and
many more.   I f  you
would like anymore in-
formation about these
classes please contact
Chanta l ,  Ian or
Roxanne on 01586
552732.

We are looking for vol-
unteer tutors- Are you
approachable, imagina-
tive, enthusiastic, able
to put yourself in other
people’s shoes? Why
not use your skills to
support someone else
as a volunteer tutor.
Free training and con-
t inuing support  pro-
vided.  For more infor-
mation please contact
Iris on  01586 552732
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Driver/Loader - Refuse Collection
£225.72 + productivity related bonus Oban
You will drive and be responsible for allocated vehicles requiring 
specialist driving skills and perform non-driving duties as required 
within the waste management service.
You must hold a current LGV licence. The ability to work with refuse 
collection/street sweeping vehicles and multi-lift bodies is desirable. It 
is essential that you are able to record work and deal with the public 
in a friendly, understanding manner and you should be capable of 
working on your own or as part of a team. Flexible working is essential. 
Manual Handling training and Health & Safety awareness would be an advantage. Ref: OSR00170.
For a recruitment pack call 01546 604870.

Caretaker/Cleaner* (2 posts)
(Temporary until 31 March 2007)
Oban High Community Sports Facility 
£5.9138 Enhanced rates paid for hours worked over 37 per week
16 hours per week (minimum) Flexible hours to suit the demands of the service with weekend 
and evening work involved
You will provide a service for the all weather sports facility located at the school and be required 
to ensure a safe and clean environment for all users, encouraging responsible use of the facilities. 
Janitorial/Cleaning experience is essential. Ref: OSF20903/OSF20904.
Re-advertisement: Previous applicants need not reapply
For a recruitment pack call 01369 708536.
*Applicants should note that this is an EXCEPTED POST, i.e. a post to which the Rehabilitation of 
Offenders Act 1974 (Exclusions and Exceptions) (Scotland) Order 2003 applies.
Successful applicants will be subject to Disclosure Scotland vetting.
Closing date for all posts 2nd June 2006.

To find out more about living and 
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk 

The Council welcomes applications from New Deal Applicants.

We are an 
Equal Opportunities Employer

A ‘no smoking’ policy is operated 

CLIENT ADVISER

Highlands & Islands Enterprise (HIE) is the Government’s development agency for an area
which covers more than half of Scotland. In addition to Careers Scotland and a network 
of 10 Local Enterprise Companies (LECs), HIE has wide-ranging responsibilities in the
economic, skills, environment and social development fields.

Lochgilphead Ref: 2006-65
Starting Salary: £13,088 
You will be responsible for maintaining accurate financial information systems, general
information management and retrieval, dealing with customer enquiries and in-depth
administrative duties. The ability to gather facts correctly and communicate clearly is essential.
With sound IT skills, including a working knowledge of Microsoft Word, Outlook and
Excel, you will have a good general education, pleasant telephone manner and experience
of working in a busy office environment.
Excellent superannuation arrangements are in operation. 
HIE is an equal opportunities employer.
For further information and an application pack, quoting above reference,
contact Audrey Cameron, Highlands and Islands Enterprise, Cowan House,
Inverness Retail and Business Park, Inverness IV2 7GF. Tel: 01463 244289 
Fax: 01463 244455 e-mail: recruitment@hient.co.uk
www.hie.co.uk
Closing date for applications: Friday 2nd June 2006.
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Admin Assistant/Cashier
6 hrs pw • 2 hrs per day (4 - 6pm) Mon/Wed/Fri

WRVS shop/coffee shop Lorne and Islands Hospital
We are looking for an assistant to work in our shop and 
coffee shop within the Lorne and Islands Hospital in Oban.
Your main duties will include till reconciliation, counting
takings and banking.

Interested? Please call Sandra Robertson for an application
form on 0141 812 7608 (ref W627). Closing date: 31 May 2006.

WRVS is an organisation which is inclusive and values 
difference. Reg charity no. 1015988  www.wrvs.org.uk
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LGV1 DRIVER

Based Lochaber Area

LGV 1 Driver required

for general and timber

haulage.Timber loading

experience an advantage

Tel: 01680 812475

Fax: 01680 812393

email:info@tslcontractors.co.uk
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The Forestry Commission is committed to equality of opportunity and welcomes
 applications from all age groups and sectors of the community.

Apprentice Machine 
Operator
Starting salary £12,000 plus non-pay benefits
2 year Fixed Term Appointment 
(Extension of the contract, conversion to permanency at the 
appropriate grade, or transfer to another part of the Civil Service 
is possible although there is no guarantee)

You will cover West Argyll and Lochaber Forest Districts and will be 
based at Whitegates, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8RS.

You will have an opportunity to attain the Forestry Machine Operator 
Certificate (FMOC) by completing a modern apprenticeship.

You will hold a full clean driving licence or have access to private 
transport.  Knowledge of Microsoft Office and an aptitude for 
working with heavy machinery are essential.

For an application pack please email: recruitment@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 
stating your full name and address or write to Shireen West, 
HR Services, 231 Corstorphine Road, Edinburgh EH12 7AT.  
Quote reference number HR56/209.  Application forms are 
also available from our website: www.forestry.gov.uk/vacancies 

The closing date for completed applications is 2 June 2006.
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CHIMNEY SERVICES

ARGYLL HOME
AND CHIMNEY

SERVICES
CHIMNEYS SWEPT
BRUSH AND
VACUUM
Covering Argyll
including Oban
and Kintyre
Telephone:
01546 603203
E-mail:
sailwest2000@tiscali.co.uk

�

�

REMOVALS

Offers  information and

support and refuge (if

needed) to women and

children (if any) who

have been or are being

abused by their

partner/ex partner

Telephone:
08702 413548 or

01586 550222
This is a free and

confidential service

Argyll and
Bute

Women’s
Aid

HOME  IMPROVEMENTS

Installers of Quality Conservatories

HOME

IMPROVEMENTSG.M. GLASS

Sash Windows - Hardwood & PVCu

Window and Conservatory repair service

(misted units replaced)

WINDOWS • DOORS • PATIO DOORS • KITCHENS

Tel/Fax 01436 677861

Unit 2,  27 East King Street Helensburgh

www.gmglass.co.uk

CREDIT FACILITIES

AVAILABLE

HOOK DATA

SERVICES

•Hardware, Software

•Advice, Repairs

•Consumables

Crinan Harbour by

Lochgilphead PA31 8SW

Tel: 01546 830157

Call in

or phone

COMPUTERS

COUNSELLING

Make sure everyone knows exactly who the experts are!

Book your discounted package deal now – telephone

01546 60 2345

SOME THINGS ARE BEST LEFT

TO THE EXPERTS . . .

All types of building &

joinery work, roof

repairs & plaster work,

house renovations

& extensions,

Kitchens &

Conservatories

IAIN LAMB

Building & Joinery Services

Contact IAIN LAMB on

01586 820335 or 0779 603 0105

BUILDERS

RAFFLE TICKETS

HANDY MAN

for all those little jobs you

don't have time to do

Gardening - digging, weeding,

mowing etc

Painting - internal and external

Flat pack construction

Cleaning - windows, floors etc

1

Call Matt on

01546 605262

No job too small

caring, committed,

reliable

HANDYMAN WEDDING STATIONERY



TEXT

FOR THE WEEK

‘Praise be to the God and

Father of your Lord Jesus

Christ’

(2 Corinthians 1:3)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SALVATION
ARMY

Burnside Street,
Campbeltown

Sunday Services
10.30 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Tuesday 12.30 p.m.
Pensioners’ Lunch Club

1.45 p.m. .......... Home League
(Ladies Meeting)

Thursday 11.30 a.m.
Meet ’n’ Eat Cafe
New-To-You Stall

7 p.m. ................... Bible Study
A warm welcome to all

Major Dolores Thomson

LOCHGILPHEAD
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 21 May 2006
Service ........................ 11 a.m.

Rev. Walter Ritchie
Sponsored Walk and BBQ

Sunday 28 May 2006

30 COURIER & ADVERTISER,  Friday 19 May 2006www.campbeltowncourier.co.uk

NORTH KNAPDALE
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 21 May 2006
Inverlussa .............. 11.30 a.m.

Rev. Douglas Bell
Wednesday 24 May 2006

Prayer Meeting ..... 10.30 a.m.
Bellanoch Church

Enquiries 01546 606926
www.argyllcommunities.org/

NKNAPDALECOFS

Argyll Street, Campbeltown
(A Province of the Anglican

Communion)
Sunday 21 May 2006

Fifth Sunday after Easter
10.45 a.m.

Family Communion
Details of services are on

the Church door
Enquiries to

Rev. A. J. Williamson
Telephone 01586 551478

TARBERT LINKED
KILBERRY

Sunday 21 May 2006
Tarbert Church ...... 11.30 a.m.
Afternoon Senior Service in

Templars Centre, 3 p.m.
Mrs Margaret Sinclair

All welcome

THE CHURCH OF
SCOTLAND

CUMLODDEN
LOCHFYNESIDE AND

LOCHGAIR
Sunday 21 May 2006

Living stone (1 Peter 2:4,5)
Cumlodden (Furnace)

10.30 a.m.
Lochfyneside (Minard)

12 noon
Lochgair ....................... 3 p.m.

Rev. Roddy MacLeod
All welcome

SPRINGBANK
EVANGELICAL

CHURCH

75 Longrow,
Campbeltown

Sunday Services
Breaking of Bread .... 10 a.m.
Coffee ................. 10.45 a.m.

Family Service with Sunday
School and Creche

11.15 a.m.
Youth Fellowship .. 7.30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting .... 7.30 p.m.

All welcomee
Wednesday Jellytots

Parent and Toddlers 10 a.m.
For details of Bible Study

Groups and other enquiries
contact The Church Office

01586 551200
www.springbankchurch.co.uk

Pastor: Chris Holden
For Furniture Recycling

Project call 551547

CHRIST CHURCH
LOCHGILPHEAD

Eucharist ................... 9 a.m.
Eucharist

with hymns ...........11 a.m.

ST COLUMBA’S
POLTALLOCH

Evening Prayer ..... 3.30 p.m.

Burnside Street, Campbeltown

Funerals carried out in Campbeltown,

Kintyre and throughout the UK

For personal attention assured at all times

Telephone Alasdair or Kenneth
(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473

Est. 1978

STAN LUPTON

Funeral

Directors

Mid Argyll,  Kintyre
24-hour
dignified

personal supervision

Bereavement Freephone:
0800 389 9809

Office and Enquiries:
01880 820 995

Mobile:
07899 862 922

E-mail:
stan.lfd@tiscali.co.uk

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

Sunday 21 May 2006
Pastor Andrew Miles

11 a.m. ......... Morning Service
with Communion

6.30 p.m. ...... Evening Service
Bible Study

Monday 10.30 a.m.
Discipleship Course
Wednesday 7 p.m.
Discipleship Course

Thursday
Coffee Morning, 10-12 p.m.

Friday 10-11.30 a.m.
Jumpstart Group

Monday 22 May 2006
American Gospel Music Choir

from Maryland, U.S.A.
Lochgilphead High School
7.30 p.m.   Admission free

LOCHGILPHEAD
 BAPTIST
CHURCH
All Welcome

CAMPBELTOWN
FULL GOSPEL

CHURCH

Sunday 21 May 2006
The Town Hall, Campbeltown

11 a.m.
Praise and Worship

Speaker: Rev. Stuart McLean

LIVING STONES
CHRISTIAN

CENTRE
KILMARTIN

Sunday 21 May 2006
11 a.m.

Worship Service for all ages
followed by light lunch

Speaker: Stewart Campbell
Thursday 25 May 2006

7.30 p.m.
Bernita Conway with Colleen

Crosby and a team from
Dayspring Ministries, U.S.A.

All welcome
‘Come and See’

LORNE AND
LOWLAND

PARISH CHURCH
www.lorneandlowland.com

Saturday 20 May 2006
Youth Club ................ 7 p.m.

Sunday 21 May 2006
Morning Worship .. 11.15 a.m.

(Creche, Sunday School,
Bible Class)

Jim Campbell
Tuesday 23 May 2006
Mothers and Toddlers

at 9.45 a.m.
Friday 26 May 2006

Lunch Club .......... 12.15 p.m.

ARDRISHAIG  AND
SOUTH KNAPDALE

PARISHES
Sunday 21 May 2006
Achahoish at 9.45 a.m.
Ardrishaig at 11 a.m.

ooOoo
PACT

meets in Ardrishaig for
children of all ages at 11 a.m.

Friday 19 May 2006
7-9 p.m.

Christian Aid’s ‘Big Count’
Kirk Street Hall

Sunday 21 May 2006
11.15 a.m. Morning Worship

Rev. C. M. Henderson
Creche in Church (0-3 years)

Junior Sunday School
Kirk Street Hall

Senior Sunday School
Church

No Evening Service
Thursday 25 May 2006

 7 p.m.  Bible Study
Kirk Street Hall

‘Christian Character –
Vision’

Rev. Michael J. Lind
Everyone very welcome

GLASSARY,
KILMARTIN

and FORD
PARISH

CHURCH
Sunday 21 May 2006

Ford ............................ 10 a.m.
Rev. Douglas Bell
All most welcome

BIRTHS

CLARK OSBORNE -
Ben would like to say hello
to the world. He was born
on May 4, 2006 at the
R.A.H Paisley.  Mummy
(Ailsa) and daddy
(Matthew) are delighted.
Thanks to the midwives in
Dunoon, Campbeltown,
Lochgilphead and Paisley.
LAFFERTY - Graeme and
Gillian (née Cook) are
delighted to announce the
birth of a beautiful baby
daughter, Hannah Gillian,
on May 2, 2006, a wee
sister for Alex; fourth
grandchild for Jim and
Rena Cook, of Stirling,
ninth grandchild for Billy
and Jenny Lafferty,
Campbeltown. Eternal
thanks to all SRI staff
involved.

SWAN - John, Catherine
(nee Clark) and big brother
James, are delighted to an-
nounce the safe arrival of
Heather Ann on April 28,
2006 in Amsterdam.

ENGAGEMENTS

McGUIRE-AYKUT -
Both families are delighted
to announce the engage-
ment of Sandra to Ziya on
April 27, 2006 in Mersin,
Turkey.

MARRIAGES

CRAWFORD -
KOURKOULOS - Both
families are happy to an-
nounce the marriage of
Catherine Ann, only
daughter of Cammy and
Amy Crawford, 8 Rowan
Park, Lochgilphead, to
Giorgos, son of Fredriki
and the late Thomas
Kourkoulos, Makrades, on
April 30, 2006 at
Makrades, Corfu.
McGEACHY -
CARMICHAEL - At the
Lorne and Lowland
Church on May 6, 2006 by
Rev Philip Burroughs,
John McGuire, eldest son
of Sweeney and Marianne,
Braeside, The Walk,
Campbeltown, to Kerry
Lamont, younger daughter
of Roddy and Margaret,
G l e n m u r r e l l ,
Machrihanish. A lovely
day.
WEIR - McWHIRTER -
On Saturday April 29, 2006

MACINNES - Alan and
Maggie are delighted to
announce the birth of their
new son, Coll David, on
May 11, 2006, in Duncan
B.C.  A wee brother for
Joe and Calum.

in Achamore Gardens, Isle
of Gigha, by Rev J Paton,
Archie to Agnes. A wonder-
ful day.

DEATHS

HART - Peacefully, at the
Kintyre Care Centre,
Campbeltown, on May 13,
2006, Agnes Black, in her
87th year, formerly of
Benmore Street, Campbel-
town, dearly beloved wife
of the late Eric Hart, dearly
loved mother of Julie and
a much loved granny and
great granny.
McKINLAY - Peacefully,
at Burnbank House,
Kelvinbridge, Glasgow, on
May 11, 2006, Jean
McKinlay in her 95th year,
formerly of Smith Drive,
Campbeltown, dearly
beloved wife of the late
James McKinlay , dearly
loved mother of Peter,
mother-in-law of Phyllis
and a much loved granny
and great granny.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

MACKINNON - The
family of the late Dolina
MacKinnon would like to
thank all friends, relatives
and neighbours for their
kind expressions of
sympathy, letters, cards and
telephone calls received
during their sad loss.  A
special thank you to Dr
Kalia, Ambulance crew
and Alison and Peter for
their assistance and
compassion.  Thanks also
to all her friends and
neighbours and especially
to Donnie Mitchell for his
valued friendship and help
throughout the years,
Marlin Fiander, Margaret
Sinclair and Elinor Bird for
their much-appreciated
support.  Grateful thanks to
Rev John Paton for his
moving and comforting
service at A'Chleit Church
and Cardross
Crematorium, Alasdair
Blair Funeral Director, for
sympathetic professional
services, Nettie Semple,
Organist, Jean Wallace for
beautiful flower
arrangements, John Hunt,
Johnnie and Gus, and to all
who paid their last respects
at the church and
crematorium.

IN MEMORIAMS

MACTAGGART -
Special memories of a dear
brother, John MacTaggart
(Ian), died May 25, 2003.
Time changes many things
But not the sadness this day
brings
A broken heart, tears
unseen
Wishing your absence was
only a dream.
- Inserted by his sister, also
Iain, Oakhill Tarbert.
MACVICAR - In loving
memory of Johanna
It's been a year since you
passed away
Deep are the memories that
will never go away
You made such a difference
inspired so many too
And when we see a
rainbow
we always think of you
Love always.
- Uncle Duncan, Auntie
Margaret, Rachel and Lee.

MACVICAR - In loving
memory of Johanna, who
passed away on May 17,
2005.
God saw that you were
weary
The hill too hard to climb
So He put his arms around
you
And whispered peace be
thine.
- Love, Nana and Papa.
MACVICAR - In memory
of a very special girl, Jo –
An inspiration to us all.
Forever in our thoughts.
– Robert, Linda and boys
xxxx
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competition, the general
comment being that the tar-
gets were too testing. Maxi-
mum scores at each stand
were rarely achieved, with
the high overhead target ru-
ining many scorecards, some
competitors commenting that
the moon was lower than the
clays!

Tough conditions did not
stop John Weir from taking
the high gun prize and he
maintained his form to win
the pool trap prize as well,

helping Mid Argyll to beat
the island shooters. Jura Gun
Club is opening a new shoot-
ing ground this summer and
has laid down a challenge to
the Mid Argyll shooters.
Muttering were heard that
one of the traps will be situ-
ated on top of on the paps....

Thanks go again to Doug-
las and Val Barker for use of
their land and buildings.
Their burgers went down a
treat and the day raised £450
for the village hall fund.

Shooting

TARBERT Gun Club held its
annual charity sporting shoot
on Saturday May 13 at
Barfad Farmlands, raising
money for Tarbert Village
Hall refurbishment.

A large contingent travelled
from Jura with the aim of
scoring a double over the Mid
Argyll guns, having cleaned
up last year.

The club made good use of
the trees and terrain for the

Some of the competitors from Tarbert Gun Club’s annual charity shoot on
Saturday May 13. a20gun01

Tough test at Tarbert shoot

Golfers draw first

leg of trophy match

Golf

ON SUNDAY May 14, in
spite of the inclement
weather and more than a
few early midges, the la-
dies of Lochgilphead Golf
Club were pleased to wel-
come a team of eight ladies
from Carradale to play the
first leg of their annual Ish-
Mar trophy.

The trophy was donated
jointly by Ishy Macdonald
and Margaret Campbell,
the original lady captains
of both clubs, and it has
changed hands several
times over the years.

Strong team
The current holders, Car-

radale, fielded a strong
young team including six
young ladies with handi-
caps under 18. In the tra-
ditional Greensomes for-
mat, the Lochgilphead
players were often
outdriven but not out-
played and the final result
was a tied match - one win

each and two drawn games.
The return match at Car-
radale in August will be a
real test to decide which
team will keep the trophy
until 2007 - keenly fought
but in a great spirit of
friendship and camaraderie.

Booker Trophy
Recent strokeplay compe-

titions at the club have seen
an average of eight lady
members balloting. Retire-
ment must be suiting Isobel
McMillan well because on
April 30, she outclassed the
entire ladies section by
carding a nett 64 to win the
Booker trophy, with the oth-
ers trailing a long way back.

Norma Ross had won the
Marie Curie Cancer Char-
ity competition at the end of
April. The RNLI medal on
May 6 was won by our
country member, Irene
Paton, and Catherine Find-
lay had her first win of the
season in the Tuesday
medal on May 9.

The ladies section have

been delighted to see so
many new ladies coming to
the coaching sessions taken
by Ken Campbell - to date,
19 overall. The swings of
the learners were very im-
pressive and it has been
heartening to see several of
the ladies out on the course
practising to prepare for the
third and final coaching ses-
sion on Monday June 5. La-
dies, remember to contact
any current members if you
would like someone to ac-
company you or if you need
to borrow clubs.

Juniors
Congratulations are due

also to the seven girls in the
new junior girls section
who have been out in all
weathers practising. Best
scores to date have been
Georgia Hepburn’s four at
the third and Lorna Young’s
five at the seventh. We look
forward to having these new
girls and ladies playing in
our teams against Carradale
in the next few years.

Argyll

side face

Lothian

Golf

ARGYLL and Bute’s six-
man area team start their
2006 campaign on Sunday
with a tough away fixture
against the might of the
Lothians at Duddingston.

Without stalwart George
Reynolds through injury it
is hoped that the return of
Chris Carson from the
USA will boost the team.
The team selected is Gra-
ham Bolton (Bute), Chris
Carson (Innellan), Ross
Currie (Machrihanish),
George MacMillan
(Machrihanish), Les Pirie
(Millport) and Chris
Timms (Rothesay).

Club Secretaries are re-
minded that entries for the
Youths Championship to
be held at Inveraray on
June 3 will  close next
weekend.

The deadline for
sports news and

reports is Tuesday
2pm

LAST WEEK’S BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN

£850

JACKPOT

I enclose £1 (note) for 10 crosses (tick box) � The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 10,

but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.

No photocopies allowed.        You agree to abide by the rules.

How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen.  Ten crosses may be put on this coupon for £1.

Crosses must not overlap

Name_________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________Tel No.______________________

Send to ‘Spot the Ball’ Competition, Campbeltown Courier,

Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

All you have to do

We have removed the football

from the photograph opposite.

Now look carefully at the

position of the players and use

your skill and judgement to

place a cross at the exact point

where you think the centre of the

ball was.  You may have a

maximum of 10 attempts on this

coupon at a cost of £1.  If you

wish to have more attempts, you

must enter on separate

coupons.  The game starts with

a jackpot of £250 and will

increase by £50 per week until

it is won outright.

  To win the jackpot, the centre

of your cross must be in the

exact centre of the ball.

Entry will be void if crosses

overlap.  Prizes will be shared

between those submitting

correct entries.

If no correct entry is received,

two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will

be awarded.  When the jackpot

is won, no other prizes will be

awarded that week.

Easy to enter

Cut out your completed coupon

and put your entry plus £1 (note

not coin) per 10 attempts into a

sealed envelope and post it to

reach "Spot the Ball"

Competition, The Campbeltown

Courier, Courier Centre, Main &

Longrow South, Campbeltown,

Argyll PA28 6AE by 4pm on

Tuesday.

  You may hand it into The

Courier Centre, Main & Longrow

South, Campbeltown by the

same time.  Otherwise all entries

must be posted.

Competition Rules

No responsibility will be

accepted for entries which are

delayed, mislaid or lost, and

proof of posting cannot be

accepted as proof of delivery.

The company’s decision will be

final on all matters relating to the

competition and no

correspondence will be entered

into. The final decision rests with

the Company.

In the event of more than one

correct entry, the jackpot will be

shared equally between all

winning entries. Any decision

regarding the awarding of a prize

is entirely at the discretion of the

Company.

The Company reserves the right

to declare the competition null

and void at any time, subject to

its discretion and to make full

refund of the price of the coupon

to any person who has entered

the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times

Limited, their immediate relatives

and any persons otherwise

connected with the competition

are ineligible to enter.

This week's two near misses who each receive £25 are: Mrs Catherine Sym, 7 Range

Road, Campbeltown and T Weir, 8 Lochfyne Terrace, Ardrishaig



Dookers deliver

Division One dream
Busby side. Tarbert’s
goals,  scored by Alex
Johnstone and Ian John-
son, will be added to the
long list of ‘goal of the
season’ contenders, as
both were worthy of win-
ning any match.

Tarbert carved out sev-
eral clear-cut chances in
the first half, James Pren-
tice hitting the post and
seeing another effort well-
saved. His striking partner
Dougie Guy also missed
two chances. The latter
had a header saved shortly

before Tarbert took the
lead from Alex John-
stone’s free kick found the
top corner to put the
Dookers on the road to
promotion.

Busby were dangerous
going forward and Craig
Martin did well to block a
cross. The hosts’ striker
headed just over from a
corner, but Tarbert were
defending in determined
fashion.

Only minutes after the
re-start, Busby came close
to equalising when a

through ball bounced up
for the striker, who blasted
over the bar. Prentice had
a good effort tipped over
the bar before Tarbert con-
ceded a poor goal.

A cross to the back post
wasn’t challenged, goal-
keeper Blair fumbled his
catch and the waiting
Busby player tapped
home.

Tarbert restored their
lead in the 70th minute,
Johnson embarking on a
fine run and firing into the
net. Harris and Guy also

had efforts saved, denying
Tarbert a killer goal.
Busby hit the side netting
from a good cross, before
equalising with five min-
utes remaining. Again,
Tarbert failed to deal with
a cross. A header across
goal was caught by Blair,
who appeared to be
fouled. The referee waved
play on and the loose ball
was tucked away.

In the dying minutes Tar-
bert cleared well and
looked sharp, but couldn’t
find a winner.

Tomorrow (Saturday
May 20) Tarbert play their
final league match of the
season when they face
newly-crowned champi-
ons Rosehill Star, who
clinched the title on Sat-
urday with a demolition of
Eaglesham. Kick-off is at
2.30pm.

Tarbert: Blair, Martin,
Maxwell, Laing, D
MacDougall, Johnstone,
Johnson, Ronald, Harris,
Prentice, Guy. Subs:
Connor, McIver, McMillan,
N McDougall, Smythe.

Football

SAFL Division Two
Busby ‘B’ 2
Tarbert AFC 2
WITH nearest rivals
Strathkelvin losing at
home to Port Glasgow on
Saturday, Tarbert’s draw
at Busby was enough to
see them finish second in
Division Two and guaran-
tee promotion.

The Dookers, sponsored
by the Islay Frigate Ho-
tel, produced a battling
display against a decent

No more half

marathon

entries

Athletics

ORGANISERS of the Mull
of Kintyre half marathon
and 10k have announced
that, as they have received
more than 300 entries for
the race, no further entries
will be accepted. No entries
will be permitted on the
day.

Kilmory

jackpot

rises again

Lottery

THERE were no winners
from Kilmory Camanachd
Club’s lottery draw on
Monday May 15, when the
numbers drawn were 5, 12
and 18. As a result, the jack-
pot for the draw on Mon-
day May 22 will be £200.

No Tarbert

lotto draw

winners

Lottery

THE NUMBERS drawn in
Tarbert AFC’s lotto draw on
Monday May 15 were 2, 11
and 16. As there was no
winning ticket, the jackpot
for the draw on Monday
May 22 will be £700.

THE NUMBERS drawn in
Inveraray Shinty Club’s lot-
tery draw on Monday May
15 were 2, 11 and 16. As
there were no winners, the
jackpot for the draw on
Monday May 22 will be
£300.

Inveraray

jackpot

reaches £300

Lottery

Advertiser Sportsdesk
01546 602345

Ross reigns at autocross

emerged as the winner,
ahead of Brian Duncan,
also of Ardrishaig, and
Dunbeg’s Grant Laird.

A donation has been
made to Cancer Care
(Dawn Patrol). Thanks go
to the Forestry Commis-
sion at White Gates for its
help.

Autocross
MID ARGYLL Autocross
Club’s second autocross
of 2006 saw the sunshine
again, which was wel-
comed by 24 drivers and
between 200 and 300
spectators.

The meeting was a hard-
fought one, the drivers
picking up precious

league points. After each
event, the track is brushed
and concreted where nec-
essary, with the result that
the races get faster with
each meeting.

Five cars emerged tied in
joint first place after 72

races, each car having
completed six races of
four laps each.

To determine the winner,
a race-off was held against
the clock, each car com-
pleting four laps. Adam
Ross of Ardrishaig

Second placed Brian Duncan from Ardrishaig, winner Adam Ross of Ardrishaig and third placed
Grant Laird from Dunbeg after Mid Argyll Autocross Club’s race day on Saturday May 6. a19aut01

Camanachd Cup First
Round
Kilmory 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2
KILMORY made four
changes to the team for last
weekend’s match against
Glasgow Mid Argyll, with
a more settled side playing
good shinty in the first half.

Both teams worked hard,
but it was the visitors who
took the lead after a quick
free hit, Sorley McDonald
applying the final touch.

Kilmory lifted their game
immediately and were level
within a minute, Steven Gil-
mour scoring for the home
side.

With both sides desperate
to reach the second round,
the second half was end to
end excitement, both goal-
keepers pulling off great
saves.

Five minutes were left on
the clock when Sorley
McDonald pounced on a
save by the Kilmory keeper
to put the ball high into the
net and Glasgow Mid Ar-
gyll into the next round.

Kilmory are away to
Kyles this weekend in the
league.

Kilmory exit

cup in first

round

Shinty

THE WEATHER held fair
last weekend for the gents
at Lochgilphead Golf
Club.

On Saturday the compe-
tition was the first round
of the Ann Williams
Shield. One of the first
players out, Ross Sinclair,
set the pace with 40
points. This total stayed at
top all day and allows
Ross to take a slender lead
into tomorrow’s second
round.

He will chased all the
way by Keith Cowan on 39
points, Martin Barber on
38 points and a group of
other players not far be-
hind.

Sunday’s competition
was a new competition to
the club, The John Pater-
son Trophy. As with Sat-
urday, the scoring was
good and the winner on
the day was Donald John-
son with 41 points beating
Martin Barber on the in-
ward half.

A mention should to the
greens staff. All the mem-
bers would like to thank
them for the hard work be-
ing put in, as the course is
certainly in great condi-
tion.

Sinclair

sets the

standard

Golf

W. D. SEMPLE

Highbank Park

Lochgilphead

M.O.T. SERVICE and REPAIRS

CAR and VAN HIRE

All at competitive prices

Telephone

(01546) 606767
www.argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

Sport

Special Offer

KRISP Printing & Stationery Co.
Burnbank, Burnside Street, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6JD

Tel: 01586 554975 Fax: 01586 554903
Email: staff@otkrisp.fsnet.co.uk

Contact us at:

A4 Copy Paper
1 Ream - £2.39 + VAT or  1 Box - £10.95 + VAT

For use on all copiers, laser and inkjet printers

(500 sheets) (2500 sheets)

Published by the Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main
and Longrow South, Campbeltown (01586) 554646
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