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AMID rumours of last-
ditch talks between Ar-
gyll and Bute Coun-
cil and fi nance minister 
John Swinney, council-
lors met yesterday to 
make far-reaching cuts 
to services.

Planned protests at 
the council’s Kilmo-
ry headquarters ahead 

of Thursday’s budget 
meeting were just the 
latest in a series of ob-
jections to council 
plans to slash £10 mil-
lion from its budget. 

Speaking ahead of the 
budget meeting, coun-
cil leader Dick Walsh 
said: ‘It is important to 
ensure that, despite the 

challenges we face, we 
establish a way forward 
for Argyll and Bute to 
fi nd a bright, thriving 
future.’ 

But a telephone call 
is believed to have tak-
en place on Wednes-
day evening between 
fi nance minister John 
Swinney MSP and the 

council leader in a bid 
to ease fi nancial con-
cerns in the region.

Trade unions have 
meanwhile joined forc-
es to condemn savings 
measures that would 
see around 600 jobs 
lost at Argyll and Bute 
Council.

More next week.

MP Brendan O’Hara and MSP Michael Russell point to one of the new mobile phone masts Voda-
fone have installed in Ormsary. It’s hoped the 3G signal the new masts provide will encourage 
people to come to the area. Full story on page 4.  08_a07ormsary01

THE COMMITTEE of 
Mòd Dalriada has de-
cided it can no longer 
run the event.

For the past three years 
the committee has tried 
to recruit people to join 
them with no success.

Chairman John Mur-
ray is planning to leave 
the area and other com-
mittee members, some 
of whom have been in-
volved since 1998, feel 
they can no longer con-
tinue. 

During a meeting at the 
Stag Hotel, Lochgilphe-
ad on February 9, John 
said: ‘In the absence of 
young people saying 
there is a need and want 
for the Mòd  to carry on, 
there is no point in try-
ing again next year.’

An extraordinary gen-
eral meeting was held 
on June 26 2015 to dis-
cuss the situation but the 
committee was disap-
pointed when only three 
members of the public 
attended. 

Mòd Dalriada began in 
1922 as Mid Argyll and 
Nether Lorn Mòd and 
continued until 1994 

No new volunteers  
means the end     
of Mòd Dalriada   

with events every year 
except during the Sec-
ond World War.

It stopped in 1994 due 
to low competitor num-
bers but was resurrected 
in 1998. 

Mòd Dalriada was 
the fi rst provincial mod 
to be held in Septem-
ber when it restarted in 
1998. 

This has now become 
common but at the time 
most were held at the 
beginning of the sum-
mer. 

Because of this it was 
seen by competitors as 
a dress rehearsal for the 
Royal National Mòd, 
held in October.

Several singers who 
won at Mòd Dalriada 
went on the win the gold 
medal at the Royal Na-
tional Mòd the follow-
ing month. 

John Murray said: 
‘While I am not from 
the area, I have many 
warm memories of the 
Mòd and of working 
with the committee who 

work very hard to make 
it such a success.’

The Mòd continued to 
have high numbers of 
competitors with around 
100 in 2014. 

John Morrison, chief 
executive of An Com-
munn Gaidhealach, the 
organisation that runs 
the Royal National Mòd  
and supports provincial 
Mòds, said: ‘We were 
made aware of  the dif-
fi culties  the local com-
mittee were encounter-
ing last year and met 
with them in Argyll to 
offer our support. 

‘Committee member-
ship and support for in-
itiatives such as the 
Dalriada Mòd has al-
ways been challenging. 
Oban Mòd has expand-
ed and we hope that, in 
the meantime, the Gael-
ic community in Mid 
Argyll will access the 
opportunities that the 
Oban Mòd offers. The 
Oban Mòd committee 
is aware of the Dalriada
Continued on page 3.

Councillors meet to make far-reaching cuts

A signal of better things to come
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AN INDEPENDENT 
councillor for the Lo-
mond North ward has 
resigned from the ad-
ministration of Argyll 
and Bute Council. 

Councillor George 
Freeman said he was 
fi nding it diffi cult to get 
questions answered by 
the administration on 
problems he raised with 

Report sent to 
Procurator Fiscal 
A CAR was stopped at 
the Riverside Filling 
Station, Lochgilphead, 
at 6pm on Wednesday 
February 3. 

The 79-year-old driver 
was charged with alleg-
edly having an expired 
licence, no insurance 
and no MOT. A report 
was sent to the Procura-
tor Fiscal. 

Routine checks
A 64-YEAR-OLD man 
has been charged with 
allegedly having defec-
tive lights on his trailer. 

Police stopped the car 
and trailer for routine 
checks near Kilmory In-
dustrial Estate, Loch-
gilphead, at 5.35pm on 
February 2. A report 
was sent to the Procura-
tor Fiscal. 

Damage to cars 
POLICE are appealing 
for witnesses after two 
cars were scratched at 
Knapdale Terrace, Ar-
drishaig. 

The fi rst incident was 
between December 27, 
2015 and January 2, 
2016. A second incident 
occurred between 9am 
and 7pm on February 1.

Drugs charge
AT 10.45AM on Thurs-
day February 4 at Lun-
ga, Ardfern, a 59-year-
old man was charged 
with possession of can-
nabis. A report was sent 
to the Procurator Fiscal. 

Driver traced
AN UNINSURED vehi-
cle was parked on Union 
Street, Lochgilphead, at 
12.45pm on February 4. 

The 24-year-old owner 
was traced and charged 
in connection with the 
offence. A report was 
sent to the Procurator 
Fiscal. 

No MOT 
ABOUT 8.35am on 
February 8 a car was 
found to be without a 
valid MOT after be-
ing stopped at Glenburn 
Road, Ardrishaig. The 
38-year-old driver was 
issued with a £100 fi ne. 

Drug possession
A CAR was stopped 
by police near Minard 
about 10.15am on Feb-
ruary 8. A 26-year-old 
man was found with a 
small quantity of canna-
bis and a recorded po-
lice warning was issued.  

TARBERT residents 
have kicked up a stink 
after sewage came 
fl ooding out from drains 
in the town. 

The sewage overfl ow 
occurred on February 6 
and local resident Aggie 
Dennis said: ‘This has 
been going on for years. 
The latest one was right 
outside my house.’ 

Improvements were 
made to the sewage 
works, including a new 
pumping station, in 
2005 and this meant rain 
water and waste were no 
longer separate. When 
there is a lot of rain the 
system struggles and 
both rain water and sew-
age comes up from the 
drain. 

Many residents have 
complained to Scot-
tish Water about this 
and have also been in 

Police fi les

touch with the Scottish 
Environment Protec-
tion Agency (SEPA) – 
though when The Adver-
tiser spoke to the agency 
earlier this week, a 
spokesperson claimed  
no offi cial complaints 
had been received.

Jim Frame, SEPA’s 
unit manager for West 
Highlands and Argyll 
said: ‘We would wel-
come any information 
from the public to en-
sure potential discharg-
es to the environment 
can be adequately mon-
itored.’

A Scottish Water 
spokesman said: ‘Scot-
tish Water has respond-
ed to a number of calls 
from residents in Tarbert 
regarding a sewer leak-
ing onto Harbour Street 
and Barmore Road dur-
ing heavy or prolonged 

rainfall. We are cur-
rently investigating the 
performance of the lo-
cal pumping station 
and carrying out a sur-
vey and analysis of the 

sewer network to try and 
better understand what 
work may be required. 

‘While we are aware 
of and have investigat-
ed reports of fl ooding in 

Sewage leaks on to Tarbert street
the area, we would like 
to encourage residents 
to report incidents to us 
directly. Now that more 
residents are contact-
ing us directly, we have 
a more comprehensive 
awareness of the full 
extent of the issue and 
will work with the local 
community and relevant 
authorities with regards 
to next steps.’

Scottish Water came to 
clear the mess on Mon-
day February 8, but this 
failed to satisfy res-
idents, including Mr 
Dennis, who said: ‘This 
has happened on occa-
sions too numerous to 
list, and Scottish Water 

The mess left after the latest � ood. 

seem to think that if they 
come and clean up after-
wards it will be fi ne. It 
isn’t fi ne and a perma-
nent solution must be 
found.’

People in the village 
say it is a health hazard as 
children play in the area 
and people could bring it 
into homes and business-
es on their shoes. 

Mr Frame added: ‘In 
addition to the potential 
health and odour issues 
of raw sewage, uncon-
trolled discharges can 
have a serious impact 
on the local water en-
vironment and can lead 
to long-term contamina-
tion if left unchecked.’

www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser

Councillor resigns from administration
them and felt increas-
ingly that he was just 
there ‘to make up the 
numbers’.

Councillor Freeman 
said he was frustrated 
about having little say 
in the budget procedure 
and that other coun-
cil business, particular-
ly meetings at Lomond 
and the Trossachs Na-
tional Park, had made 
it diffi cult to attend ad-
ministration meetings. 

He has also resigned 
from The Argyll, Lo-
mond and the Islands 
group. He said he had 
been considering his po-
sition for some time. 

Councillor Freeman 
said: ‘My fi rst priority 
has always been to my 
constituents and those 
who elected me to repre-
sent them, and that will 
not change. 

‘I am also aware that 
there are many issues 
within the proposed 

budget that are of con-
cern to my constitu-
ents, and operating as 
an independent council-
lor outwith the political 
group system will help 

to free me from the re-
strictions that apply to 
all political groups.

‘Unfortunately, due 
to the massive cuts in 
funding to Argyll and 
Bute Council and other 
local authorities across 
Scotland by the Scot-
tish Government, there 
are no easy decisions 
that can be taken by the 
council and it is inevi-
table that it will be the 
most vulnerable with-
in our communities who 
will suffer the most from 
the cuts in service that 
the council will have to 
make.’

Councillor George 
Freeman. 

Bridge repaired
ARGYLL and Bute Council’s bridge squad has re-
paired and reopened Crossaig Bridge on the B842 
in Kintyre.

The road was closed on January 28 after it was 
discovered the wall protecting the bridge base 
from water ingress had been washed away, mak-
ing it unstable. After fi ve cubic metres of concrete 
were poured in and the protective walls rebuilt, the 
bridge was reopened on February 4.
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ScottishField
®

2016

Gala Dinner  
& AWARDS
31 March 2016   
Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh

SEE YOU 
THERE!

To buy tickets visit:
www.scottishruralawards.org 

Hosted by

FRED MACAULAYFRED MACAULAY
• Fizz reception

•  Three-course meal, including a 
half bottle of wine per person

•  Network with inspirational 
businesses from across Scotland

continued from page 1
situation and are com-
pletely supportive.’

Local councillor Sandy 
Taylor expressed sad-
ness at the news com-
menting: ‘The commit-
tee have done such good 
work over the years in 
producing a really good 
showcase of local talent, 
and celebration of Gael-
ic culture.  The Dalri-
ada Mod is something 
which people look for-
ward to in the Mid Ar-
gyll events calendar.

The Mòd Dalriada 
committee would like 
to thank all spectators, 
volunteers, adjudica-
tors and competitors for 
their support over the 
years. 

TIME is getting short to 
make your views known 
to an infl uential govern-
ment committee on the 
A83 trunk road at the 
Rest and be Thankful.

Mid Argyll council-
lor Dougie Philand, of 
the Argyll First coun-
cil group, said: ‘Whilst 
recognising the funding 
that the Scottish gov-
ernment has invested 
in the A83 and the ex-
tra funding announced 
at the recent task force 
meeting, Argyll First be-
lieves that the measures 
put forward are to miti-

AN INVESTIGATION 
is under way after a 
diver lost his life in a 
stormy Loch Fyne.

The 45-year-old man, 
understood to be a 
member of a Bathgate 
sub-aqua club, died on 
Sunday February 7 af-
ter getting into diffi cul-
ties during a dive on 
the eastern shore of the 
loch near Lephinchapel, 
Strathlachlan.

His diving partner was 

A DANISH man has 
been convicted of care-
less driving when he hit 
a minibus back in 2013, 
killing the driver of the 
vehicle.

Stefan Hansen, 24, 
was ordered to surren-
der his passport when 
he was convicted at Ed-
inburgh High Court on 
Wednesday last week.

On October 17, 2013 
Hansen was driving on 
the wrong side of the 
road at 7.10am, near 
Kennacraig on the A83, 
when his 4x4 vehicle 
collided head-on with a 
MacLeod Construction 
minibus being driven by 
Andy Rennie, 62, from 
Millars Park Campbel-
town.

Mr Rennie, suffered 
serious injuries and died 
at the scene. Ten of the 

Man convicted over A83 tragedy
construction workers, 
including his son Iain, 
were taken to hospital, 
some seriously injured.

Student Hansen, who 
has no previous con-
victions, had denied a 
charge of causing Mr 
Rennie’s death by dan-
gerous driving by driv-
ing his vehicle south-
bound in the northbound 
carriageway.

A jury at the High 
Court in Edinburgh con-
victed Hansen of a less-
er offence of causing 
death by careless driv-
ing. 

The court heard he had 
previously offered to 
plead guilty to that of-
fence.

The judge, Lady Sta-
cey, told Hansen: ‘You 
appreciate you have 
been convicted of caus-

ing death and injury by 
careless driving.’

She explained that she 
required a report from 
a social worker before 
sentencing him later this 
month and would allow 
him bail but with a spe-
cial condition that he 
surrender his passport.

The court heard that 
Hansen had previous-
ly been in Scotland in 
2011 for work experi-
ence in the area, tak-
ing part in wildlife man-
agement and had driven 
regularly.

He had returned in 
2013 with his father and 
one of his friends, and 
they went hunting. 

On the morning of 
the crash he had set 
off alone with a rifl e.
He said he had turned 
onto the A83 taking the 

left hand side. He said he 
had decided to change 
the channel on the ra-
dio and looked down.
Hansen said: ‘I switched 
the channel on the ra-
dio and the next thing 
I saw is two headlights 
coming towards me and 
there was a collision.’

Mr Rennie was a father 
of three and grandfather 
of nine, and drove the 
minibus every working 
day taking Campbel-
town-based colleagues 
to jobs in Mid Argyll.

At the time MacLe-
od Construction direc-
tor, Jane MacLeod, said: 
‘Andy Rennie was em-
ployed by us for more 
than 15 years and was a 
highly respected mem-
ber of our company.’

Hansen is due to be sen-
tenced later this month. 

Residents urged to have 
their say on the Rest

gate the current diffi cul-
ties but not give a per-
manent solution for this 
problem. 

‘The petition presented 
to the Scottish Govern-
ment by Argyll First and 
backed by over 10,000 
signatures has asked for 
a permanent solution.

Provide
‘The current measures 

will not provide what 
Argyll and Bute has re-
quested.’ 

The Scottish Govern-
ment Petitions Commit-
tee is due to consider the 
request for a permanent 

solution on February 23. 
Councillor Philand add-
ed: ‘The petitions com-
mittee can be contacted 
at petitions@scottish.
parliament.uk and is 
open to further evidence 
until Tuesday February 
16. 

‘We would urge resi-
dents of Argyll and Bute 
to make their views 
known and in particu-
lar if you believe that 
the current proposals do 
not provide a permanent 
solution for the A83 at 
the rest and be Thank-
ful.’

Emergency response in spotlight   
after diver dies in Loch Fyne

airlifted to the hyperbar-
ic chamber at Dunstaff-
nage Marine Laboratory 
near Oban for decom-
pression treatment.

Died
Police Scotland re-

ceived a call around 
12.50pm to say that a 
man had died while div-
ing in the loch. 

Dunoon coastguard 

rescue team and the 
Prestwick-based coast-
guard rescue helicop-
ter attended, along with 
Scottish Ambulance 
Service helicopter air 
ambulance and local 
paramedic crews. 

Helicopter
The air ambulance was 

later stood down and the 
coastguard helicopter 

transported the survivor 
to Oban. 

But the Scottish Am-
bulance Service is in-
vestigating its own re-
sponse, after confusion 
arose over the location 
of the incident, which 
happened as a strong 
south-south wester-
ly wind blew over the 
loch .

A Scottish Ambulance 
Service spokesman said: 
‘We are reviewing the 

response to an incident 
near Loch Fyne on Sun-
day February 7. Two 
ambulances were quick-
ly dispatched from In-
veraray and Dunoon, 
along with an air am-
bulance helicopter from 
Glasgow. 

‘They were initial-
ly sent to St Catherines 
Caravan Park. 

Connection
‘The quality of the call 

from a mobile phone 

was very poor and the 
connection was lost.  
Once contact was re-es-
tablished, ambulance 
control worked with the 
caller to establish the 
exact location of the in-
cident and re-direct the 
crews to the scene as 
quickly as possible.’

The spokesperson add-
ed: ‘Our deepest sympa-
thies go out to the fam-
ily of the diver who 
tragically passed away.’

The Scottish Government Petitions Committee visiting the Rest in Sep-
tember last year - in glorious weather. a06_a07rest01

Councillor Dougie
Philand. a06_a07philand01

Newsdesk 
01546 
602345

Mod Dalriada
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NEW MOBILE phone 
coverage in one of Mid 
Argyll’s most isolated 
villages has been 
launched with hopes it 
will bring more visitors 
and settlers to the area.

Ormsary became the 
latest village to benefi t 
from a Vodafone scheme 
being rolled out across 
rural communities in the 
UK.

The 3G signal 
Vodafone’s Rural Open 
Sure Signal (ROSS) 
programme was 
discovered by local 
lady Barbara Cutler, 
who got the ball rolling 
with an application 

Villagers hope 
3G signal will 
tackle Ormsary 
depopulation

form back in November 
2014. At the time she 
was supported by estate 
owners, the Lithgow 
family, chairwoman 
of the Ormsary Hall 
Committee Mary 
Semple and then MP for 
Argyll and Bute Alan 
Reid.

On Friday last week 
it was fi nally launched 
and has already made 
an impact on the village, 
but it is hoped that 
mobile phone signal 
will also encourage 
tourists and settlers to 
visit the area. Before 
Vodafone installed three 
masts there was no 

mobile signal in the area 
and it was proving to be 
problematic for visitors 
and people living in the 
area.

Mary Semple said: 
‘We hold events in the 
hall and for us it was 
always very diffi cult 
to keep in touch with 
outside organisations 
who use the facility. 

‘For example, the 
Cubs come here and 
use the hall, but before 
we couldn’t even give 
out a contact telephone 
number. This has 
changed that and will 
make it more accessible 
to use. Mobile phone 

coverage is also 
essential for keeping 
families in the area and 
boosting our population. 
It’s such a big deal for 
running businesses as 
well. I have even heard 
that a few people with 
holiday homes struggle 
to get bookings when 
potential visitors hear 
that there is no wifi  
or mobile network 

available. This will 
make a huge difference 
to out community.’

Barbara had originally 
read about the ROSS 
programme in the 
Argyllshire Advertiser.

Colin Scott, senior 
regulatory manager with 
Vodafone said: ‘It takes 
people just to catch on, 
it just shows that these 
things are possible.’

Barbara Cutler, left, and Mary Semple are delighted to have champi-
oned the new 3G mobile coverage in Ormsary. 08_a07ormsary02

Brendan O’Hara MP 
and Michael Russell 
MSP were at the 
launch. Mr O’Hara said: 
‘This is important for 
economical growth. I 
applaud Vodafone on 
rolling it out.’

Ardfern is also one 
of seven communities 
in Argyll and Bute that 
will benefi t from the 
scheme this year.

THE ROYAL Regiment of Scot-
land’s recruiting team has been 
out and about in Argyll. 

The team was based at the cadet 
centre in Lochgilphead and also 
visited Campbeltown and Oban.

During their time in the area 
they spoke to school pupils and 
interviewed candidates who had 

applied for the army. They also 
met with cadets to tell them 
about life in the army. 

The army has more than 140 
careers on offer including part 
time and full-time roles. 

The Royal Regiment of Scot-
land recruits throughout the 
country and has fi ve regular and 

two reserve battalions. Sergeant 
Robbie Semple has been a re-
servist for 14 years and says his 
only regret is not joining sooner. 

‘I joined when I was 32,’ he 
said. 

‘Although that’s later than 
most, I’ve still achieved a lot and 
met some great mates.’

Soldiers and cadets. 08_a07army01

Regiment on the lookout for Army recruits

MAINTENANCE on 
the A82 between Inver-
arnan and Tarbet starts 
on Monday February 
15.

No road closures are 
expected as trees, drains 
and rocks are cleared 
from the 10-mile stretch 
of road. Some parts of 
the road will be sin-

Fishermen 
propose MPA 
changes
FISHERMEN have pro-
posed changes to miti-
gate the potential eco-
nomic impact of Marine 
Protected Area (MPA) 
fi shing restrictions.

Members of Mallaig 
and North West Fish-
ermen’s Association 
(MNWFA) met with 
Dave Thompson, MSP 
for Skye, Lochaber and 
Badenoch, and Cabinet 
Secretary for Rural Af-
fairs, Food and Envi-
ronment Richard Loch-
head MSP on Thursday 
to discuss the impact of 
the recently sanctioned 
MPA designations, 
which would limit some 
forms of fi shing.

It was agreed not to 
lay the introduction of 
the Small Isles manage-
ment order of the MPA 
until further discussions 
were held.

Mr Thompson said: ‘It 
is heartening the gov-
ernment has listened to 
the concerns of the fi sh-
ermen and I look for-
ward to further con-
structive discussions.’

gle fi le and temporary 
traffi c lights will be in 
place.

The work is part of 
a plan to improve the 
route in advance of an 
upgrade and work is due 
to be fi nished by Easter. 

Transport Minister 
Derek MacKay said: 
‘Last year I took a trip 

in a heavy goods vehi-
cle to see for myself the 
challenges of driving 
the route and as a result 
I pledged to carry out 
measures to improve 
the route in advance of 
the upgrade for all road 
users, but particularly 
those driving long vehi-
cles.

‘This work will be 
getting under way next 
week and will include 
the clearing away of 
vegetation, overhanging 
trees and the removal of 
loose stones and rocks 
from the verge of the 
road as well as the clear-
ance and improvement 
of existing drainage.’

Road works on A82 between Inverarnan and Tarbet

To book a table phone 01583 421212  
or e.mail info@argyllhotelkintyre.co.uk 

For fuller menus see website - www.argyllhotelkintyre.co.uk

Bring this advert along and receive a free after 
dinner cup of co� ee or tea for 2 people.

Argyll Hotel, Bellochantuy, Campbeltown, PA28 6QE

Our great value Spring menu gives you all the reason you need to pay us a visit. 

And with a dinner menu for only £14.95 for 2 courses or £17.95 for 3 courses 
there is no excuse. 

Starters include - Warming Soup the day with a crusty roll (v) -  Breaded Hag-
gis Balls with pepper sauce for dipping - An individual tart with side salad - Veg-
etarian Pate (v)

Mains include  - Argyll Steak and Ale Pie - Pan fried Scottish Salmon with today’s 
chef’s sauce -  A Supreme of Chicken coated with today’s  sauce - Battered Scot-
tish caught Haddock and Chips -  Scottish diced shoulder of Venison Pie in a clas-
sic game jus - Mousakka of green lentil, aubergine, sundried tomatoes in a set 
white sauce with parmesan cheese (v)

Desserts include - Whisky pudding of date and walnut - Heartwarming crum-
ble and custard - Indulgent chocolate fudge cake  - A slice of cheesecake served 
with cream

Coming in March our new Lunchtime menu featuring:
Light bites  - Paninis – Salads – Fish and chips – Burgers – Veg Lasagne
Soup – home made scones and cakes

Discover The Argyll Hotel’s Spring Menu
Tucked away in Bellochantuy, the Argyll Hotel is a hidden gem by 
the sea. With its outdoor terrace and conservatory restaurant with 
stunning sea and island views, have you discovered it yet? 
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Subscribe
to the Campbeltown Courier 

or the Argyllshire Advertiser and receive

Terms and conditions apply. Minimum one year subscription. New subscribers only. Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. 
UK subscribers only. While stocks last. Fragrances in this free gift may vary. Discounted price for 52 editions with the first 12 editions free is 
£43.90.  £57 for a one year print subscription thereafter. Price includes postage and packaging. McKelvie candle Argyll & Highland stockists: 

Tobermory Gift Shop, Appin Craft Shop, Aros (Portree), Easdale Village Shop, Atlantic Islands Centre (Luing), Canna Community Shop, 
Ma Mackinnons Marmalade (Islay), Orsay (Oban), The Ferry Shop (Mull), Green Welly Stop (Tyndrum), Loch Fyne Galleries (Tarbert). 

12 weeks 
FREE

Save £13

+
2 FREE 
Candles

Worth £20
Courtesy of The McKelvie Candle Company

www.wyvexmedia.co.uk/subscribe
or call: 01371 851868   QUOTE CANS0116

Lodge Loch Fyne members Tommy Angus and Andrew Kerr present Maggie McLaren and
Wanida McEwan with a cheque. 

Charity highlights funding diffi culty

A LOCAL charity was recently 
given a donation of  £260 from 
the local Masonic Lodge. 

The donation was made from 
Lodge Loch Fyne to The Do-
chas Carer’s Centre, Lochgilphe-
ad and will support two of its pro-
jects.

Maggie McLaren, centre man-
ager, said: ‘The kind dona-
tion from the lodge will go to-

wards two projects, the Circle of 
Friends and Playlist for Life. 

Befriending
Circle of Friends, is a befriend-

ing service for people and their 
carers, who are isolated and lone-
ly and Playlist for Life supports 
people living with Dementia to 
make a personal and meaningful 
playlist of music.

Both of these services help re-

duce isolation and stress as well 
as promoting  stimulation and 
communication.’

If you would like more infor-
mation or  to volunteer for any of 
these projects the Dochas Centre 
provides all training and support. 
Please contact Maggie McLar-
en, at the Dochas Centre, or Ryan 
Taylor, co-ordinator of Circle of 
Friends on 01546 600022.

Lodge donates to Dochas charity 

A LOCAL charity high-
lighted diffi culty in get-
ting funding when MSP 
Michael Russell visited. 

The Multiple Sclerosis 
(MS) Centre in Loch-
gilphead costs around 
£140,000 a year to run 
and is funded half by its 
own activities and half 
by the Intenational Pro-
gressive MS Alliance, a 
group of 11 MS chari-
ties that operate interna-
tionally. 

Funding from  Alliance 

Michael Russell with sta�  and members of the MS Centre.   06_a07centre01 

will run out in March 
and centre staff are ap-
plying for another fi ve 
years of funding, centre 
manager Karen McCur-
ry said: ‘We’re hopeful 
of getting Alliance fund-
ing and that it will want 
to help us develop.’
Grant applications
The centre has also put 

in grant applications to 
the Big Lottery and Ar-
gyll and Bute Council.

Over the 20 years it 
has been open, some 

creative fundraising 
has been done includ-
ing fi rewalks, abseils 
and bungee jumps. The 
centre relies on a team 
of 52 volunteers many 
of whom can no longer 
work because of MS or 
other long-term condi-
tions. 

The centre charges £6 
for treatments such as 
massage and physio-
therapy but as an hour in 
its hyperbaric chamber, 
an oxygenated cham-
ber that can alleviate the 
symptoms of MS, costs 
the centre £25 per per-

son it is heavily subsi-
dised.

It is unclear where 
any responsibility for 
funding the centre lies 
as NHS Highland says 
the council’s social 
work department; it is 
the NHS’s responsibil-
ity. When a health and 
social care integration 
fund was announced 
Karen applied for fund-

ing but was unsuccess-
ful.

If council proposals to 
have charities pay the 
non-domestic rates from 
which they are current-
ly exempt, the MS Cen-
tre’s calculations show 
it will be £10,000 worse 
off. Karen said: ‘Fund-
raising to pay our rates 
isn’t going to get the 
community supporting 

us the same as saying 
we’re doing it to pro-
vide treatments to peo-
ple will long-term health 
conditions.’

While at the centre 
on February 5 Mr Rus-
sell saw the hyperbaric 
chamber in use as two 
members were going in 
for their session. He also 
heard from centre mem-
bers and staff about liv-

ing with the condition 
and the problems they 
face in getting the sup-
port they need. 

The politician was also 
happy to ‘try on’ MS 
by wearing an assort-
ment of glasses to show 
how vision deteriorates, 
weights to show fatigue 
and fl ippers to show 
how diffi cult it can be to 
walk. Michael Russell tries on MS glasses. 06_a07centre02 

REPORT By EALA MacALISTER
editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk
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THE EDITOR welcomes letters of no more than 
200 words for publication on this page. 
The Editor reserves the right to shorten, to amend or 
to refuse to print them. Names and addresses must 
be supplied to indicate good faith, although these 
details can be withheld from publication. Telephone 
numbers, if available, are also appreciated. 
Anonymous letters cannot be considered. Please 
write to: Letters, The Argyllshire Advertiser, 44 
Argyll Street, Lochgilphead PA31 8NB, or fax us 
on 01546 602661.
 E-mail: editor@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk.
E-mailed letters can only be considered if they have 
a name, full address and telephone number.
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to time.
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to the Editor at Wyvex Media, Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, Oban, PA34 4HB. 
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However, if you are unsatisfied with our response, you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 2220 or email in-
quiries@ipso.co.uk. IPSO is an independent body which deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of newspapers and magazines. We will abide by the 
decision of IPSO.
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who’s who at your

Facial recognition
Sir,
I never thought that my face 
was so interesting that anyone 
would like to keep a record of 
it but now I am not so sure. I 
read that Police Scotland re-
tain over 335,000 people’s im-
ages on unregulated facial rec-
ognition technology.

Scottish Liberal Democrat 
justice spokesperson, Alison 
McInnes, used freedom of in-
formation requests to draw the 
SNP government’s attention to 
the potential threat to civil lib-
erties of unregulated use of fa-
cial recognition technology.

A recent report to the Scot-
tish government concluded 
that Alison was right and con-
cluded that there is, ‘a need 
for improved legislation and 
better independent oversight 
around the police use of biom-
etrics in Scotland.’

When in coalition govern-
ment in Westminster the Lib-
eral Democrats established 
a statutory code of practice 
governing such technology in 
England and Wales in 2012. 
It’s time for the SNP govern-
ment to catch up.

Just as occurred with stop and 
search, armed police and cor-
roboration, the reports fi ndings 
show that only Scottish Liber-
al Democrats can be trusted to 
protect your liberties.

 Ursula Craig,
Cove

EU good Samaritans 
Sir,
It is often said that a lie can go 
around the world before the 
truth has got its boots on. This 
is particularly true in reports 
on the European Union (EU), 
where coverage is often dis-
torted by confusion and misin-
formation.

I would like to reiterate to 
your readers that the EU has 
no plans to criminalise holi-
daymakers who act as good 
samaritans and rescue strug-
gling migrants off the coast of 
Greece.

It is somewhat dishearten-
ing that other news outlets are 
willing to suggest an organisa-
tion that has donated millions 
in humanitarian aid would 
give people no choice but to 
watch others drown.

Yes, the European Coun-
cil conclusions should explic-
itly acknowledge that some 
actions have a humanitarian 
reason and should never be 
prosecuted or treated as smug-
gling.

Migrant smuggling is a seri-
ous form of organised crime, 
and we cannot simply accept 
that shoving families on an 
overloaded boat and leaving it 
to fate is a viable option.

There is a huge difference be-
tween migrants and refugees, 
which has also been glossed 
over by certain quarters.

I would respectfully encour-
age your readers to get in 
touch whenever an EU story 
that strikes them as suspicious, 
and I’ll be happy to give them 
the inside scoop.

Alyn Smith MEP,
Edinburgh

John Swinney
Sir,
May I extend my wishes for 
happiness and prosperity to 
everyone for this Chinese New 
Year, the year of the monkey. 
People born in the year of the 
monkey are characterised as 
quick-witted, curious and in-
novative, but it is also believed 
to be one of the most unlucky 
years in the Chinese calendar.

 Perhaps it is fortunate  John 
Swinney, the fi nance secre-

tary, was, I understand, born 
in the year of the dragon. Peo-
ple born then are supposed-
ly lucky, fl exible, artistic but 
eccentric and eccentric seems 
to be his most prominent fea-
ture at present. A fi nance min-
ister who is against austeri-
ty but does everything in his 
power to reduce vital services 
and force local authorities to 
pay off staff, a deputy leader 
who wants greater fi scal pow-
er, but is deliberately stretch-
ing out negotiations, so as not 
to have to explain his plans for 
taxation prior to the Scottish 
elections.

When the Scottish Liberal 
Democrats showed him how 
he could have £475 million 
extra each year to invest in ed-
ucation and Scotland’s future, 
he refuses to consider it. 

 Mr. Swinney has always fa-
voured the rich rather than 
those less well off. Those who 
pay higher tax bands of local 
taxation are better due to the 
council tax freeze. The Lib 
Dem 1p for education would 
have no negative impact on 
lower paid workers but would 
ensure those on higher incomes 
would pay their fair share. Mr. 
Swinney is determined to sup-
port the upper classes.

Let’s just hope that Mr Swin-
ney’s other characteristics 
come to the fore and that the 
Year of the Mo nkey is not an 
unlucky one for us all.

John Tacchi,
Helensburgh

Marine protected 
areas
Sir,
I read with some disappoint-
ment in the letters page the er-
roneous interpretation of how 
the proposed marine protect-
ed areas (MPAs) will affect 

the fi shing industry. The seas 
around Scotland belong to 
everyone, not just one small 
sector. What is being proposed 
is that three per cent of the to-
tal inshore waters of Scotland 
should be protected from the 
most damaging fi shing ac-
tivities (scallop dredging and 
trawling) in order that the sea-
bed and fi sh stocks should re-
cover.

 This of course leaves 97 per 
cent of waters available for 
boats which by their nature 
are large seagoing vessels and 
they do fi sh widely not just in 
small local areas. Protecting 
areas brings marine environ-
ments damaged by years of ex-
ploitation back to life and this 
recovery is benefi cial to fi sher-
men as well as to wildlife tour-
ism etc, this has been proven 
around the world, with New 
Zealand leading the way.

We live next to the Firth of 
Lorne where there has been 
no scallop dredging for eight 
years, the recovery underwa-
ter is remarkable with the area 
now a nursery for small fi sh 
and scallops. Wildlife tour-
ism is thriving with eight boats 
taking wildlife watchers and 
divers out to enjoy the marine 
environment. All these people 
bring business to accommoda-
tion providers, restaurants and 
pubs.  Not all fi shing will be 
banned from MPAs, sustaina-
ble fi shing such as scallop div-
ing and creeling will continue. 

Everyone in Scotland is a 
stakeholder in our seas, in the 
initial consultation on MPAs  
the vast majority of 5,000 re-
spondents asked for there to be 
more protection for the marine 
environment. In the long term 
everyone will benefi t from 
healthy seas.  

Jean Ainsley, 
Seil

Mod ends 
IT IS sad news that Mòd Dalriada has come to 
an end after so many years. 

Generations of children will have sung and 
played instruments at the Mòd with some going 
on to success at the Royal National Mod.

Many of these singers will have gone on to 
have children of their own who have also com-
peted at the Mòd and this has helped pass on 
Gaelic music and culture. 

The committee has worked very hard for 
many years to make the Mòd the success it has 
been, with some having been there since it was 
relaunched in 1998.

Mobile masts
ORMSARY having new 3G masts switched on 
will benefi t the community immensely. 

Many are put off moving to an area or stay-
ing in an area if they can’t keep connected to 
the outside world, and for those in some lines of 
work or who own their own business it is vital.

These developments don’t just happen, they 
take hard work, and credit is due to Barbara 
Cutler and everyone else who made it happen. 

Mobile phone coverage is something many 
take for granted but living somewhere like Mid 
Argyll communities,unfortunately, often have 
to take the initiative for it to be delivered. 

Council budget
IT MUST be diffi cult being a councillor in these 
hard economic times. Hard decisions need to be 
made but public services must also be protect-
ed. 

The choices over which services should be cut 
and by how much have now been made. We can 
only hope the right decisions have been made 
for the people of Argyll and Bute. 
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CAMPBELTOWN MOTOR COMPANY

Finance available – please ask for details
All of our quality used vehicles and vans can be viewed at www.peugeot.co.uk/cmcsnipefi eld 

Call now to speak with our sales team or attend our showroom, no appointment necessary. Alternatively email us at cmc@peugeotmail.co.uk.

Campbeltown Motor Company, Snipefield, Drumore, Campbeltown 01586 552030

Quality Used Peugeot Cars – Save £££s
2015 (64) Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI 115 Allure Diesel. Grey, 6900 miles, reversing camera, sat 
nav, half leather.  ............................................................................................Sale Price £14995
2012 (12) Peugeot 508 SW 2.0 HDI 140 Allure Diesel. Pearl white, 23000 miles, alloys, 
parking aid, cruise control.  .....................................................................................Now £11995
2015 (15) Peugeot 208 1.4 HDI 70 Active Diesel. Grey, 2800 miles, alloys, bluetooth, cruise 
control, £0 road tax.  ..................................................................................................Now £9995
2013 (13) Peugeot 3008 1.6 HDI 115 Active Diesel. 38000 miles, silver, parking sensors, 
alloys, bluetooth.  ......................................................................................................Now £8995
2013 (63) Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI 92 Diesel. Silver, 19000 miles, sat nav, parking aid, alloys. 
..................................................................................................... Was £9995. Sale Price £8995
2014 (64) Peugeot 208 1.2 VTI 82 Active Petrol. 13000 miles, alloy wheels, bluetooth, £20 
road tax, USB.  ...........................................................................................................Now £7995
2014 (64) Peugeot 108 1.0 12v Active 5 door. 6300 miles, grey, USB connectivity, bluetooth, 
air conditioning.  ........................................................................................................Now £7995
2013 (13) Peugeot 308 1.6 HDI 92 Access Diesel. Grey, 32000 miles, CD player, electric 
windows, £20 road tax.  ............................................................................................Now £7995
2012 (62) Peugeot 208 1.2 VTI 82 Active. 35000 miles, blue, alloys, colour touch screen, 
USB connectivity.  ......................................................................................................Now £6495
2014 (14) Peugeot 107 1.0 12v Active 5 door. Red, only 6500 miles, £0 road tax, USB 
connectivity, CD player.  ............................................................................................Now £5995
2009 (09) Peugeot 308 2.0 HDI 136 SE Diesel. Red, only 26000 miles, alloys, glass roof, 
lovely car.  ....................................................................................Was £6495. Sale Price £4995
2007 (07) Peugeot 207 1.4 HDI 70 S Diesel. Red, 60000 miles, power steering, CD player, 
electric windows.  ......................................................................................................Now £3495
Quality Used Cars – Save £££s
2014 (14) Skoda Yeti TSI 105 Elegance. Red, 11500 miles, leather interior, parking aid, 
alloys, immaculate.  .................................................................................................Now £14495
2013 (13) Vauxhall Astra 1.4 VVI SRI. Red, 17500 miles, air conditioning, alloys, immaculate. 
..................................................................................................... Was £8995. Sale Price £8495
2011 (11) Renault Megane 1.6 16V 110 Expression. Grey, 53000 miles, CD player, tow bar. 
..................................................................................................... Was £4695. Sale Price £3995
2001 (51) BMW 316i SE 1.8 Petrol. Blue, only 66000 miles, alloys, very long MOT, part 
exchange to clear.  ............................................................................................Sale Price £995
Commercial Vehicles
2012 (61) Peugeot Partner 1.6 HDI 75 Diesel S. Silver, 20000miles, fully ply-lined, CD player, 
1 year MOT.  ...................................................................................................Now £5995 + VAT

2015 (65) Peugeot 108 1.2 VTI 82 Allure 5 Door 2015 (15) Peugeot 308 1.6 Blue HDI 120 Allure Diesel

2015 (15) Peugeot 208 1.6 e-HDI 92 Allure Diesel

Grey, 4000 miles, reversing camera, £0 road tax, satellite 
navigation, alloys, bluetooth, colour touch screen, automatic 

lights and wipers.
Cost New £21300 Now £14995

OR £2995 DEPOSIT & £234.25 PER MONTH

 Blue, 3000 miles, alloys, leather steering wheel, £0 road tax, 
automatic lights and wipers, USB connectivity, climate control.

Cost New £16400 Now £10995
OR £1995 DEPOSIT & £179.26 PER MONTH

2015 (65) Peugeot 208 1.2 VTI Active Petrol

White, new model, delivery mileage, £20 road tax, alloys, 
bluetooth, colour screen, leather steering wheel, air 

conditioning, USB connectivity.
Cost New £13845 Sale Price £9995
OR £995 DEPOSIT & £183.69 PER MONTH

 Red, ex-demonstrator, only 750 miles, alloys, reversing 
camera, USB connectivity, leather steering wheel, £0 road tax

Cost New £12100 Now £10995
OR £1995 DEPOSIT & £179.26 PER MONTH

0% APR available through Peugeot Passport Finance. 308 GT Line initial customer deposit £3311.00 and optional final payment £9720.00. 
208 GT Line initial customer deposit £2671.00 and optional final payment £7210.00. Images for illustration purposes only. *3 years free 
servicing and insurance available on selected packages, contact us for more information. Terms and conditions apply.

All prices quoted based on Peugeot Contract Hire for 36 months with 3 months’ hire initial payment. 
Business users only. Terms and conditions apply. Based on annual mileage of 12,000. Images for il-
lustration purposes only.

Brand New 16 Plate Peugeot Bipper 1.3 HDI 75 Professional 
Including satellite navigation, bluetooth & air conditioning

From Only £8 + VAT per day

Brand New 16 Plate Peugeot Partner 1.6 HDI 92 Professional 
Including satellite navigation, parking sensors and bluetooth

From Only £9 + VAT per day

Brand New 16 Plate Peugeot Expert 1.6 HDI 90 S Diesel
Including side loading doors and central locking

From Only £10 + VAT per day

All costs include road tax, full maintenance including 
tyres, roadside assistance and more!

BRAND NEW “16” PLATE VANS
ON-SITE FOR 

1ST MARCH DELIVERY

BRAND NEW 16 PLATES AVAILABLE FOR 
MARCH DELIVERY

Peugeot 208 
GT LINE 1.6 
Blue HDI 
100 Diesel

Available 
with 

0% APR 
and 

£219.00 
per month

3 Year’s FREE 
Servicing and Insurance

Peugeot 308 GT LINE 1.6 
Blue HDI 120 Diesel

Available with 0% APR 
and £269.00 per month
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PHOTO 
ORDERS

A5 
photograph 

£4.41

You can order photos 
that appear in the 

Campbeltown Courier and 
the Argyllshire Advertiser

Simply contact the Courier or Advertiser 
offi ce with the date of publication and the 
code printed alongside the photograph 

(photographs that do not have codes have been submitted by 
private individuals and are therefore ineligible for this offer)

Please add £1.30 to your total order if you require delivery 
of photographs to cover postage and packing

Campbeltown Courier
Longrow South
Campbeltown
PA28 6AE
01586 554646

adverts@campbeltowncourier.co.uk
adverts@argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

A4 
photograph 

£6.76

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead
PA31 8NB
01546 602345

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD
To advertise in the community noticeboard

call 01586 554646 or 01546 602345

Kintyre drama festival – one night only
ROMANCE, dyslexia 
and hypnotism will be 
in the spotlight at Kin-
tyre’s annual drama fes-
tival.

Last year’s winners 
Accent Players will be 
hoping to stage another 
top performance in the 
local round of the Scot-
tish Community Dra-
ma Association (SCDA) 
One-Act Festival.

Last year their per-
formance of ‘That Old 
Black Magic’ won the 
Argyll Kintyre District 
SCDA competition and 
the Rex Trophy.

This year’s festival 
will be staged on Thurs-
day February 18 in 
Campbeltown Grammar 
School at 7pm.

The early start is be-
cause it seemed that the 
best plan for the audi-
ence was to hold the fes-
tival on one fun-packed 
evening.

The show starts with 
Strachur and District 
Youth Drama, newcom-
ers to the SCDA  One-
Act Festival. 

Their play, ‘The 
Struggles’ by Kendra 
Thomas, is a poign-
ant, award-winning dra-
ma  about the problems 
caused by dyslexia.

Next to grace the 
boards will be Accent 

Accent Players collecting last year’s trophies are: Martha Rennie, Kenny Johnson and Maureen Johnson. 06_a18drama02

Players with a play 
called ‘Romance’ by 
John Reason. 

It tells the story of a 
woman who made a 
life-changing choice. 
Was it the right one? 

The fi nal team of the 
evening is the ever-pop-
ular Peninver Players 
with a cracking come-
dy called ‘When I Snap 
my Fingers,’ by Bruce 
Adam. A couple agree to 
be hypnotised for a short 
time. What could possi-
bly go wrong...?

Lochgilphead Drama 
Club was due to perform 
with ‘Mrs Meadow-
sweet’ by the ever-popu-
lar David Campton, but 
have had to pull out.

Diffi cult task
Silvie Taylor of the 

Scottish Association of 
Speech and Drama Ad-
judicators is charged 
with the diffi cult task of 
judging the plays.

Silvie’s adjudication 
work for The British 
and International Fed-
eration of Festivals, has 
taken her throughout 
UK, to Canada, Sri Lan-
ka, Zimbabwe and on 
many occasions to Hong 
Kong. 

She has judged public 
speaking at national lev-
el, is a book reviewer, 
freelance writer and past 

president of the Scottish 
Association of Writers.

Tickets, priced at £7 
and £4 for children un-

der 12, can be bought 
in advance at the York-
shire Building Society, 
Longrow South, Camp-

beltown, or at Campbel-
town Grammar School 
on the night. 

For various reasons, 

some of the regular 
teams are unable to take 
part in this festival, but 
hopefully they will be 

back with a bang next 
year. Remember, curtain 
up is at 7pm prompt.

Don’t miss it.

Sponsored by Scottish Building Society

SCDA Kintyre District
DRAMA  FESTIVAL

in Campbeltown Grammar School
on Thursday 18th February 2016 

at 7.00 pm prompt
Strachur and District Youth Drama:
The Struggles by Kendra Thomas

Accent Players:
Romance by John Reason

Peninver Players:
When I Snap my Fingers by Bruce Adam                             

Please note: Curtain up 7pm. Strictly no 
admission during plays. 

  Tickets:  Adults £7, Primary School Children £4        
 From Yorkshire Building Society, Longrow South

Generously supported by East Kintyre Windfarm Trust

16th Argyll (Campbeltown) 
Scout Group 

COFFEE 
MORNING 

Saturday 13th February
Red Cross Hall, 
Campbeltown 
10am - 12pm 

Entry: Adults £1.50, 
Kids 50p

Community 
Psalm Singing
Sunday 14th February 

at 4pm
Campbeltown 
Free Church

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Collection will go 
to Campbeltown 

Grammar School’s 
CGS4 Gambia Project
www.campbeltownfreechurch.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: SCO09980

DALRIADA 
ACCORDION & 
FIDDLE CLUB

Tuesday 16th February 2016
Guest Artists

The Stuart McKeown Trio
7.30pm

The Argyll Inn, Lochgilphead
Admission £5
All Welcome

MID ARGYLL ARTS 
ASSOCIATION

(Scottish Charity No. SC006711)
Present

Northern Lights 
Quintet

Kilmory Castle Saturday 13th 
February.  7-30 pm 

 £12, £10(conc),    Free 
(school & students).

Coffee 
Morning

Funds for starving
families in Syria.

Sat 13th February 
11-1pm

In the MS Centre, 
Lochgilphead

The Royal British 
Legion Scotland
Campbeltown Branch

INFORMAL 
MEETING 

Lodge 141 Recreational Club
Friday 12th February 

@ 1930hrs.
Dress casual

Scottish Opera Highlights
Four Singers 
and a Pianist
16th February 7.30pm

Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern
Tickets £11 / £5 (under 26years)

Licenced Bar
To book: 01852 500746 or  cvh.

artsevents@gmail.com or
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/

venue/EFJIID

PRIZE 
BINGO
In aid of Kintyre 

Sheepdog Trials Assoc.
on Thursday 18th February

at 7.30pm
in Argyll Bowling Club

All welcome.
www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
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GENERAL                       
KNOWLEDGE 

CROSSWORD

Last 
week’s 
solution

www.scottishfield.co.uk
WIN A 3-DAY GOLF & FOOD BREAK

MARCH 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

MARCH 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Lord Campbell

Queen of the 
crime scene
Is it time to 
get rid of 
beavers?
Why being a 
scot is so sexy

Lord Campbell
Lord Campbell
Lord Campbell
Lord Campbell

scot is so sexy

ON THE  
EAST NEUK
& FIFE

THE GREAT SHIP 
ROBBERY

OF THE BEST SCOTTISH

MOTOR CARS10

Easy club holds fi rst session

SNAPPERS from eight 
Argyll and Bute cam-
era clubs will show off 
their lens work when an 
annual battle is held in 
Campbeltown.

The Frank Walton Ar-
gyll Inter-Club Trophy, 
originally donated by 
the eponymous Oban 
photographer, will not 
return to the Wee Toon 
for nearly a decade as it 
is hosted by a different 
club each year.

Mr Walton, 76, from 
Benderloch, ran his own 
camera shop in Oban for 
about 30 years before 
retiring aged 65.

He said: ‘My fa-
ther was a keen pho-
tographer and when he 
passed away in 1982 I 
conceived the idea of 
donating a trophy.

‘Oban had and contin-
ues to have a strong pho-
tographic club. When 
digital came along a 
lot of the purists said it 
would be the death of 
photography but it has 

Photo clubs focus on 
Campbeltown competition

revitalised the skill. It is 
still a fascinating hob-
by.’

This year’s Frank Wal-
ton event at the Seafi eld 
hotel on Monday March 
14, will be joint hosted 
with Carradale Camera 
Club.

It will be attended by 
photographers from 
Cowal, Helensburgh, 
Mid-Argyll, Oban, 
Campbeltown and Car-
radale, joined by two 
younger clubs: 3Villag-
es and Peninsula.

Clubs enter 10 images 
each with no more than 
two from any one pho-
tographer.  

These will be inde-

pendently and expertly 
judged by Philip Price 
of Loch Visions based 
in Kilchrenan, Argyll.

Loch Visions runs 
photography work-
shops concentrating on 
wildlife photography 
exclusively in Argyll 
and Mr Price has fea-
tured on BBC Country-
fi le. He has won numer-
ous awards including 
the British Countryside 
award for Best Rural 
Enterprise in 2008.

Mid Argyll Camera 
Club meets on Wednes-
days at Lochgilphead 
Community Centre from 
7pm until 9.30pm. New 
members welcome. 

A BRAND new music 
club for Mid Argyll held 
its fi rst session at Loch-
gilphead Resource Cen-
tre.

Easy Club aims to be 
inclusive and is aimed 
mostly at those with  
long term health con-
ditions, mental health 
problems or learning 
diffi culties.

Local musician Vinny 
Hutton played a selec-
tion of covers and orig-
inals at the event and re-
sponded to requests. He 
also chatted to the small 

Vinny Hutton played at the club. 08_a7easyclub01

Many folk played at di� erent times in the Sanctuary band. 08_a7easyclub03

audience and thanked 
them for coming out 
on a wet Wednesday 
evening at the club on 
February 3.

The Sanctuary band 
also played a selection 
of well-known covers.

The band was formed 
at the Argyll and Bute 
Hospital and contains 
a number of former pa-
tients of the hospi-

tal, people with mental 
health problems and 
other volunteer players.

Players came in and 
out of the line up which 
allowed a variety of 
tunes to be performed 
to the delight of the au-
dience. 

A main aim of the club 
is to get everyone in-
volved and this was 
done on the last song 

where tambourines, ma-
racas and all manner of 
other instruments were 
passed out to the crowd, 
who joined in with great 
enthusiasm. 

Hugh Fife, who ar-
ranged the night and is 
a member of Sanctuary, 
said he had ‘big plans’ 
for the club and he 
hopes it will grow over 
the coming months. 

Campbeltown Picture House
at the Victoria Hall

Fri 12, Sat 13 & Sun 14 Feb

Star Wars: The Force Awakens (12A) 
Fri 12, 7.30pm / Sun 14, 2.45pm / 136 mins    
Spectacular adventure! Old favourites & new heroes fight the Dark Side

Snoopy & Charlie Brown: The Peanuts Movie (U)
Sat 13, 12.30pm / Sun 14, 12.30pm / 93 mins 
Great family fun from the creators of the Ice Age films. With FREE Into Film
workshops, Saturday 10.30am, call 0330 3137640 for info or to book

In the Heart of the Sea (12A) Sat 13, 2.45pm / 122 mins
Astonishing and beautifully shot true story which inspired ‘Moby Dick’ 

The Danish Girl (12A)  Sat 13, 5.30pm / 120 mins
Oscar-nominated Eddie Redmayne stars in an extraordinary love story

The Hateful Eight (18)  Sat 13, 8.00pm / 168 mins
Tarantino’s rip-roaring Oscar-nominated Western with an all star cast
including Samuel L Jackson, Kurt Russell and Jennifer Jason Leigh

 Joy (12A)  

Sun 14, 5.45pm / 124 mins GOLDEN GLOBE WINNER!
Award-winning Jennifer Lawrence in genre defying rags-to-riches tale 

Advance booking: www.campbeltownpicturehouse.co.uk
Tickets also at Victoria Hall 30 mins before screenings
Adults £6.50   Concessions: £5.00   Family of 4: £20.00 
Presented by Campbeltown Community Business & Film Mobile Scotland  in collaboration 
with The Royal Hotel
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Across

1 He sells shoes (6)

4 Floodgate (6)

9 In need of iron if this is diagnosed (7)

10 Filler (5)

11 Obtain wool (5)

12 File (7)

13 Pre-Easter cash giveaway (6,5)

18 One species (7)

20 Occurring after an event (5)

22 Expression which doesn't mean what it 
says (5)

23 When you can allow yourself to enjoy 
what makes you happy (7)

24 Very small (6)

25 Spiral (6)

Down

1 Lean (6)

2 As seen through a lens (5)

3 American batter's dream shot (4,3)

5 It makes sense! (5)

6 Put on a pedestal... (7)

7 ...and hold in respect (6)

8 Unlawful meeting (11)

14 Comany which is always on the up (7)

15 When all can attend (4,3)

16 Aimless (6)

17 Calm (6)

19 Designer noted for his innovative chairs (5)

21 Crisp dip (5)
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Scottish 
Calendars 2016

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 

Quoting coupon code CAL16PAPERS 

OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 
Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

www.scottishfield.co.uk
WIN A 3-DAY GOLF & FOOD BREAK

MARCH 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

MARCH 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Lord Campbell

Queen of the 
crime scene
Is it time to 
get rid of 
beavers?
Why being a 
scot is so sexy

Lord Campbell
Lord Campbell
Lord Campbell
Lord Campbell

scot is so sexy

ON THE  
EAST NEUK
& FIFE

THE GREAT SHIP 
ROBBERY

OF THE BEST SCOTTISH

MOTOR CARS10

A CHAMPION angler 
with strong Mid Argyll 
links has hooked the 
most prestigious award 
in salmon fi shing.

Tom Buchanan, from 
Barrhead near Glasgow, 
was awarded the Mal-
loch Trophy after a pan-
el of 11 judges unani-
mously decided that a 
massive fi sh caught by 
him last April was the 
best salmon caught by 
fl y and released in Scot-
land during 2015.

Despite his success, re-
tired engineer Tom has 
never forgotten his an-
gling roots in Mid Ar-
gyll. ‘I caught my fi rst 
salmon in Stronachul-
lin Burn, between Tar-
bert and Ardrishaig, as 
a very young man,’ said 
Tom, who also spent a 
lot of time on the Riv-
er Add in years gone by.

He continued: ‘My 
mother and father had a 
fl at in Ardrishaig above 
the Crinan Canal during 
the 1960s and 1970s, 
and we still regular-
ly spend my holidays 
in Lochgilphead at Ar-

gyll Caravan park. And 
I visit my brother-in-law 
John Mackenzie and his 
wife Osvalda who live 
in Ardrishaig.

‘I still meet and fi sh 
with my long-time 
friend Dugald Magilp 
from Lochgilphe-
ad, who is one of the fi n-
est anglers that I have 
ever had the privilege to 
fi sh with.’

Sister
On a sadder note, Tom 

explained: ‘Jean Mac-
kenzie from Ellary, 
John’s young sister, was 
my beloved fi rst wife 
who sadly died in 1985 
after a long battle with 
MS.

‘My older brother Jim-
my, now deceased, lived 
in Ardrishaig with his 
wife Maureen and fam-
ily during the 1950s and 
1960s when he worked 
in the county yard in 
Lochgilphead.’

The tale of Tom’s 
champion salmon just 
has to be told.

Angling champ Tom nets the big one
‘It was caught in the 

Rock Pool of the River 
Lyon, a tributary of the 
Tay,’ he said. ‘I caught it 
on my 12ft Daiwa WTF 
Whisker Salmon/Grilse 
rod on a Monkey fl y of 
my own tying.’

Tom’s wife Mary said 
that she would come 
down to the Rock Pool 
with him in case he 
caught a big one – and 
luckily she was quick 
with the camera when it 
happened.

Tom continued: ‘The 
big salmon took my 
fl y on the fi rst full cast 
in the pool with an ex-
plosive take, and right 
away I knew I was into 
a really big fi sh. 

‘I held on, with my rod 
bent double for 20 min-
utes with me looking 
very much like the un-
derdog and just pray-
ing the hook held as I 
could see the fl y right in 
the front of the salmon’s 
mouth.

‘At the last minute I 

managed to lead it gen-
tly into a wee sandy bay 
where I beached it and 
laid it on the grass next 
to the river. When I put 
my hand into its mouth 
the fl y virtually fell out 
in my hand and the hook 
was straightened.’ 

It was clearly more 
than 30 pounds – later 
confi rmed at 35 pounds 
in weight, and 45 inches 
in length.

Photos
‘Mary quickly grabbed 

my digital camera from 
my pocket and cap-
tured the amazing pho-
tos which I didn’t know 
at the time would prove 
to be crucial evidence in 
winning me the biggest 
trophy in salmon fi sh-
ing,’ he recalled excit-
edly.

Ceremony
Tom received the Mal-

loch Trophy at a special 
ceremony at the Hilton 
Dunkeld Hotel on Jan-
uary 15. He was also 
presented with a box of 
valuable fi shing fl ies, 
a silver replica Mal-
loch Trophy and a £250 
voucher - but the biggest 
prize for him is to see 
his name on the trophy. 

‘It’s something I’ve 
always admired, con-
cluded Tom, ‘but I nev-
er thought I’d ever get 
near it.’

What a whopper – 
Tom with his prize-
winner before releas-
ing the monster. 

Above, left to right, 
Environment Minister 
Dr Aileen Macleod 
who presented Tom 
with the trophy;  
Hamish Rae, head 
keeper; Tom Bu-
chanan; and Tom’s 
wife Mary. 

A BUS shelter with a 
difference is being pro-
posed for Craignish.

The proposal from 
Tom McCardell Asso-
ciates, architects based 
in Tarbert, includes us-
ing an old boat as the 
roof. The proposal said: 
‘There is a long tradition 
in coastal communities 
of using tired old boats 
as a roof for a shelter, 
shed or even house. 
Ardfern is often thought 
of as being a bit quirky 
(to say the least) and we 
feel that this approach 
would fi t the bill for our 
community’

Craignish Communi-
ty Council received the 
proposal and is look-
ing to fi nd out what the 

community think of 
the idea and will make 
a fi nal decision based 
on this. The bus shelter 
will be near the fi re sta-
tion at Craignish. The 
side walls will be made 
of wire mesh to which 
fl otsam and jetsam can 
be attached to decorate 
the shelter. Local artist 
Hannah Toft, who often 
works with schoolchil-
dren, will take charge of 
this.

Any comments on 
the proposals can be 
made to the communi-
ty council by emailing 
craignish_cc@yahoo.
co.uk or leaving a note 
in Ardfern Village store 
addressed to the com-
munity council.

Upturned boat bus 
shelter proposed

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
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Kintyre Agricultural 
Society

DINNER & WHIST
in the Argyll Hotel, 

Campbeltown
on Friday 26th February   

Dinner at 7.30pm prompt 
followed by whist

Names to Secretary 
John Armour, 

01586 810231(day) 
552404 (evening)

John-armour@tiscali.co.uk
Before Tuesday 23rd 

February

FLEMING 
WAGTAIL PD 800

WAGTAIL FERTILIZER 
SPREADER,  AS NEW. 

£1250
TEL NO  01680300371

Highlanders 
come to town

DELAYED payments, 
poor prices and politi-
cal decisions are high 
on the agenda at NFU 
Scotland’s AGM, held 
yesterday and today 
(Friday).

Ahead of the meet-
ing at St Andrews, 
Scotland’s farming un-
ion slammed the Scot-
tish Government’s fail-
ure to deliver support 
payments to the ma-
jority of Scottish farm-
ers. This, coupled with 
poor commodity prices 
and the wettest winter 
on record has made for 
a bleak start to 2016 for 
the nation’s farmers and 
crofters.

Speaking at the meet-
ing, Scottish Cabi-
net Secretary, Richard 

OBAN will be the ven-
ue once again this week-
end as the 125th spring 
show and sale of ped-
igree Highland cattle 
gets under way.

More than 100 of the 
country’s top bulls, 
cows, heifers and steers 
will parade through 
the ring at Caledoni-
an Marts’ Oban Live-
stock Centre, starting 
with the annual show at 
10am on Sunday Febru-
ary 14, followed by the 
sale spectacular the fol-
lowing day. 

Judging the animals on 
Sunday will be George 
McNaughton, origi-
nally from Kerrera and 
now of the famous Ran-

noch fold of Highland-
ers. Young handlers 
and their livestock will 
have to impress Cath-
erine McKechnie of 
France Farm, Garto-
charn, if they are to win 
the Woodneuk cup.

Before the big event, 
members of the High-
land Cattle Society will 
gather for the organi-
sation’s annual gener-
al meeting on Saturday 
February 13 at the Royal 
Hotel in Oban. 

The trophies and prizes 
will be presented by spe-
cial guests at a ceilidh in 
the Royal Hotel on Sun-
day night.

Politicians face under-
pressure farmers at NFU 
Scotland AGM 

NFUS president, Allan Bowie:  ‘pressures are 
relentless’ on farming. 06_a07allanbowie01

Lochhead and Defra 
Minister, George Eus-
tice, are expected to be 
pressed for clarity on 
when support payments 
will arrive and when 
the promised Westmin-
ster review of the ‘con-
vergence dividend’ from 
Europe will take place.

Agenda
Land reform was also 

on the agenda, with a 
debate on the impact 
of the proposed Land 
Reform Bill, current-
ly passing through the 
Scottish Parliament.

Speaking ahead of the 
AGM, NFU Scotland 
president, Allan Bowie, 
said: ‘While longer term 
there remains much to 
be positive about for 
Scottish food and farm-

ing, the short-term pres-
sures on farm business-
es from poor prices, 
payment worries and 
bad weather are relent-
less.

‘That means fi nding a 
way to ride out the year 
ahead will drive deci-
sion-making at farm 
level. It is essential 
that, whatever decisions 
farmers are forced to 
make, we retain our ca-
pacity to produce food.

‘The farming commu-
nity and the supply trade 
will be desperate to hear 
from Richard Lochhead 
and his plans to address 
the fact that two-thirds 
of Scottish farmers and 
crofters are yet to re-
ceive a single penny of 
their support payment.  

That ongoing delay has 
generated a cash fl ow 
crisis on Scottish farms 
that is building by the 
day and causing genuine 
hardship in some cases.’

Mr Bowie added: 
‘While public support 
remains a crucial ele-
ment of farm incomes, 
the desire remains to se-

cure more from the mar-
ketplace for our pro-
duce. This AGM will 
also hear about the op-
portunities that exist for 
our food and drink sec-
tors, while also looking 
at the relationship farm-
ers can have with our 
biggest customer – the 
UK retailers.’

Kintyre sow’s celebrity status after litter of eight
FANMAIL has been 
arriving for a Tam-
worth sow who has be-
come the star attraction 
at Bellochantuy Farm 
Stall.

The animal, which has 
become known by the 
name ‘Big Pig,’ gave 
birth to a litter of eight 
piglets about two weeks 
ago. 

In celebration of the 
piglets’ arrival propri-
etor and farmer Han-
nah Jones, baked some 

Tamworth sow 
named Big Pig the 
mother of the eight 
piglets. 25_c07bigpig01

Charlie Jones, aged 5, feeds three of the
piglets. 25_c07piglets01

pig shaped shortbread 
which is now on sale 
in special presentation 
packs printed by Krisp 
Print in Campbeltown.

Mrs Jones, who 
moved to Kintyre from 
Gloucestershire, said: 
‘When we took the farm 
on about a decade ago 
if someone had told 
me one day you will be 
opening fanmail for a 
pig I would not have be-
lieved them.

‘That is exactly what 

has happened as just af-
ter the piglets birth con-
gratulation cards ad-
dressed to Big Pig 
started arriving.

‘She has won the 
hearts of Kintyre and 
visitors from afar.’

Originally the stall 
opened about a year ago 
as an outlet for produce 
including eggs, from the 
farm where Mrs Jones 
and her husband Will 
have built up from 500 
hens to about 3,000.

True co-operative
The stall, alongside the 

A83, is a true coopera-
tive with a wide range 
including home grown 
potatoes, rolled and 
pinhead oatmeal and 
through sharing Grant’s 
Butchers in Taynuilt 
take eggs for haggis.

Big Pig, who was 
bought from Islay, 
through an advertise-
ment in The Courier, 
at fi rst lived at the farm 
but last year, due to her 
friendly nature became 
a ‘petting’ pig for chil-
dren and some adults in 

a her run alongside the 
stall.

This is the fi rst litter 
which has been on dis-
play since her celebrity 
status was confi rmed.

Big Pig is mostly fed 
on rolled oats from the 
farm although while she 
has piglets ‘sow rolls’ 
are given as a supple-
ment to ensure good 
milk supply, although 
her young are already 
happily munching their 
way through greens 
such as brussel sprout 
tops.

Mrs Jones is building 
a further shed where she 
hopes to have small ani-
mals such as guinea pigs 
and rabbits with a sand 
pit for rainy days to en-
tertain children.

‘Due to Big Pig’s pop-
ularity she is likely to be 
joined by a very tame 
rare white Highland 
steer called Bunree who 
is quite cuddly looking,’ 
added Mrs Jones, ‘We 
saved Bunree from the 
abattoir through a Face-
book post where we said 

we would buy him if we 
got 100 likes.’

People are welcome 
to visit Big Pig and her 
piglets but are warned 
that sows can be very 
protective of their 
young and have sharp 
teeth. 

In addition only food 
bought at the stall 
should be fed to the 
pigs as crisps and food 
which has been through 
a kitchen is banned by 
law.

Kintyre Holstein 
Breeders

Annual Stock Judging 
Competition

Friday 19th February 2016
7.30pm

Kilkivan Farm, by kind 
permission of the Ralston 

Family
Judge: Mr Jimmy Barr

Usual Classes
Raffle All Welcome
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WELL-KNOWN artist 
John Lowrie Morrison 
(Jolomo) has donated 
textbooks to St Colum-
ba’s school in Zambia. 

The school was built 
by local charity Zam-
ScotEd and opened its 
doors to eager pupils 
earlier this year. 

John and his wife Mau-
reen have supported the 
charity since the begin-
ning and specifi cally 
asked for this donation 
to go towards textbooks. 

Marian Pallister, 
founder and chairwom-
an of ZamScotEd said: 
‘This donation means 
that, unlike most Zambi-
an children at secondary 
school, the students will 
have access to learning 
resources for every sub-
ject they study. 

‘Most have to rely on 
copying teachers’ notes 
from the board without 
explanation - now the 
teachers will have time 
to explore the subjects 
with the children.

A MID Argyll youth football 
team held a successful coffee 
morning at the Multiple Sclerosis  
Centre in Lochgilphead. 

The event on February 6 was 
run by Lochgilphead Red Star 
youth football team and raised 
£210 to take the up-and-coming 

footballers away to tournaments 
and to keep the team running. 

There was an array of home 
baking to be enjoyed and a raffl e. 

SERIOUS concerns are 
to be raised at a meeting 
to discuss the future of 
the emergency towing 
vessel on the west coast.

The current contract 
for the last remain-
ing government-fund-
ed emergency towing 
vessel (ETV), which is 
currently based on the 
northern coast of Scot-
land, has less than two 
months to run.

Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil provost Len Scoul-
lar says removal of the 
service increases seri-
ous risk of shipping ac-
cidents.

The Maritime Coast-
guard Agency has in-
vited stakeholders to a 
meeting to discuss the 
future of ETV provision 
in the United Kingdom. 

Mr Scoullar said: 
‘Along with Comhair-
lie nan Eilean Siar and 
Highland Council, we 
have serious concerns 
about both the current 

level of provision and 
the potential removal of 
the last remaining ETV. 

‘It is our view that this 
signifi cantly increas-
es the risk of a serious 
shipping incident which 
could have a grave ef-
fect on the local envi-
ronment and economy.

‘We want to see the 
reinstatement of the 
Minch tug, based in 
Stornoway, as well as 
the retention of the tug 
based in Orkney. 

Grounded
‘Last February the 

120-metre cargo ves-
sel Lysblink Seaway 
grounded near Kilcho-
an on the Ardnamurchan 
peninsula. 

‘The Orkney-based 
ETV Heracles took 24 
hours to arrive on the 
scene and only at that 
point could the vessel 
be moored safely near-
by to allow counter-pol-
lution teams to deal with 
the leakage of diesel oil.  

‘If an ETV had been 
based in Stornoway it 
is quite possible that it 
would have arrived at 
the incident in enough 
time to pull the ship off 
the rocks at high tide, 
signifi cantly reducing 
the risk of further dam-
age and signifi cant pol-
lution.

‘The Minches, Argyll 
coastal waters and the 
Firth of Clyde are all 
considered to be of high 
sensitivity and high risk 
to maritime incident, es-
pecially with the trans-
port of nuclear waste. 

Risk
‘A lack of ETV provi-

sion on the west coast 
poses a major risk to 
mariners and the wid-
er environment which 
supports key industries, 
such as fi shing, aquacul-
ture and tourism.

‘We will welcome this 
positive step and will be 
pleased to participate in 
this meeting.’

Concerns raised 
over future of 
towing vessel

Lochgilphead Red Star 2005s enjoyed the co� ee morning. 06_a07redstar01

Footballers hold fundraising coffee morning

‘The books will be 
kept in school and be 
handed on to next year’s 
grade eight. By then 
we would hope to have 
more grades in opera-
tion, but that depends 
on us managing to raise 
funding.’

John and Maureen 
said: ‘The plight of 
Zambian children has 
been close to our hearts 
for many long years and 
we were delighted to be 
involved in the building 
of the new school.

Support
‘We were happy to 

provide new books for 
the children and to sup-
port the work of the car-
ing staff.’

The next stage in the 
school’s development 
is getting a water sup-
ply for which they need 
£1,000. 

Marian said: ‘The pro-
ject has made huge pro-
gress, but it all depends 
on the generosity of the 
community here in Scot-

land, on bigger funders, 
and on the hard work of 
the ZamScotEd team. 
Supporting education 
in Zambia right now is 
hugely important to give 

Send 
your photos 
and stories to 
editor@argyllshire
advertiser.co.uk

children like these from 
challenged communi-
ties a future and we are 
so grateful to everyone 
who helps us achieve 
our goals.’

Textbook donation from Jolomo
Pupils at St Columba’s take delivery of their new textbooks. 

www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
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THERE was success for 
Mid Argyll at a prestig-
ious brass band champi-
onships.

Five Lochgilphe-
ad High School pupils 
competed last week-
end at the Besson Scot-
tish Solo and Ensem-
ble Championships 
in Livingston. Taking 
home a third prize in the 
youth ensemble class 
for 21 years and un-
der were Jessica Tanner 
(trumpet), Freya Cor-
ner (trumpet), Sioned 
Phillips (tenor horn), 
Alistair Cupples (eu-
phonium) and Gavin 

A COMMNITY bid to 
buy land received a wel-
come boost with the ap-
pearance of a fundrais-
ing indicator outside the 
village school.

Craignish School has 
to expand to accommo-
date pre-school children 
so an extension will be 
built on the playground. 
Locals want to buy 
and landscape a plot of 
land behind the school, 
known as Rosemary’s 
plot, to make sure there 
is still space for children 
to play outside.

The Ardfern Field 
Fund has been set up as 
a joint initiative between 
the Craignish Commu-
nity Company (C3) and 
the Craignish Primary 
Parent Council to raise 
the money. 

One of the more sig-
nifi cant fund-raising 
ventures is the Amaz-
ing Ardfern Auction that 
will be held in the Gal-
ley of Lorne Inn on Sat-

School keeps  
fundraising 
tally in village 
spotlight   

Schoolchildren show o�  the fundraising indicator. a07� eldfund01

urday March 5. Up for 
auction will be pledges 
which have been made 
by local individuals and 
businesses for a wide 
range of goods and ser-
vices.

So far almost 20 pledg-
es have been received 
for items that include 
short-break holiday 
packages, private sports 
lessons, boat trips, gar-
den design and cup 
cakes. A full list of the 
pledges is available on 
the Ardfern Field Fund 
Facebook page,

The initial target 
for the fundraising is 
£75,000, and the project 
has already received a 
generous offer of match 
funding from a private 
foundation. 

A number of fund rais-
ing events have already 
been organised, and do-
nations have been re-
ceived from individuals 
from within the village 
and further afi eld.

Johnson (tuba). Com-
peting in the under-16 
intermediate solo com-
petition, Gavin Johnson 
was awarded gold.

There was success, 
too, for young Campbel-
town players, with the 
band securing fi rst priz-
es in junior and interme-
diate ensemble competi-
tions. There were junior 
solo gold medals for 
Campbeltown players 
Andrew McMillan (ten-
or horn), Erin McLellan 
(cornet) and Kyle Pat-
erson (euphonium).Top 
brass shines for young 
musicians.

The ensemble in 
mid-performance. 
a07argyllbrass02

Photos courtesy of Personally 
Yours Photography 

Argyll Brass quintet with adjudicators David Childs, back left, and Dà-
vur Juul Magnussen, back right. a07argyllbrass01

Tuba player Gavin Johnson, who was awarded 
gold. a07argyllbrass04

Brass pupils 
hit all the 
right notes
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cask and still

Keep up to date with 
all things whisky on 
our Facebook and 
Twitter pages. 

Keep up to date with 

cask and still

Keep up to date with 
all things whisky on 
Keep up to date with Keep up to date with 
all things whisky on 
Keep up to date with 

A NEW 

84-PAGE
WHISKY 
MAGAZINE

Free

AVAILABLE IN SELECTED WHISKY MERCHANTS & BARS

caskandstillmagazine.co.uk

THE OWNERS of Oban Marina, 
based on the island of Kerrera, 
have announced they are to put 
the business up for sale.

Peter and Katy Weir, from 
Ledaig, say their age and illness 
are forcing them to sell the 
business to someone who can 
expand and develop it.

David Adam McGilp, 
VisitScotland’s head of marine 

tourism, said the loss of the Weir 
family to the business ‘marks 
the end of a considerable local 
effort to sustain and develop the 
business over several years’. 

‘Oban Marina represents an 
opportunity for new owners to 
carry the Weir family’s vision 
forward. 

‘The growth of marine tourism 
depends a lot on infrastructure, 

and the greater the number of 
places with appropriate facilities 
the greater the prospect of 
meeting the growth agenda.’ 

Mr Weir thanked the marina’s 
supporters over the years, 
adding: ‘We have all been 
through our ups and downs and 
I hope that the marina continues 
and fi nds a buyer who can fulfi l 
its potential.’

A NEW pilgrims’ way 
has been created in 
Argyll, taking walkers 
from Craig Lodge in 
Dalmally to Iona Abbey.

St Conan’s Pilgrim 
Way was created to 
celebrate Craig Lodge’s 
25th anniversary.

Part of the monastic 
tradition established by 
St Columba on Iona and 
in the Dalmally area, St 
Conan is regarded as 
Dalmally’s saint.

The path takes pilgrims 
through the ancient 
pilgrim route of Glen 
Lonan on the mainland. 

Choice
On Mull itself the 

path crosses the Ross of 
Mull via a choice of two 
paths; the road or a more 
challenging coastal path 
via Lochbuie, Carsaig 
and Scoor. 

Both meet at 
Fionnphort to make the 
fi nal sea crossing to Iona 
and on to the abbey.

Calum MacFarlane-
Barrow, family members 
and friends from the 
Craig Lodge Family 
House of Prayer have 
devised and tested the 
route and a guide to the 
way can be downloaded 

A DOG walker made an 
unusual discovery on a 
Kintyre beach last week.

Nick Fletcher of 
the Argyll Hotel, 
Bellochantuy, spotted 
a dead whale on 
the shoreline near 
Killegruer.

It is not known 
how long the 15-foot 
animal, identifi ed as 
a long fi n pilot whale 
(Globicephala melas), 
had lain on the sand 
but its natural colour 
had gone and its 
decomposing body was 
being eaten by various 
scavengers.

Owners put Oban Marina up for sale

Walking in the footsteps of saints

from the Craig Lodge 
website.

‘There is an incredible 
resurgence in pilgrims’ 
ways across Europe,’ 
said Mr MacFarlane-
Barrow. ‘There are three 
new ones in Germany 
and in Sweden and other 
places.

‘So many people have 
got so far away from 
God and started to 
question everything.’

Mr MacFarlane-
Barrow believes a 
pilgrimage is a good way 
to reconnect with God: 
‘Walking is the prayer 
of the body and with 
prayer itself, combining 
the two together brings 
a great peace; it’s an 
extraordinary thing,’ he 
said.

The way goes from the 
gates of Craig Lodge, 
to Castles Farm, over 
to Loch Etive via Glen 
Noe and across the 
bridge at Inverawe to 

Taynuilt. On this fi rst 
day, it reaches its highest 
altitude. The second day 
takes pilgrims to Oban, 
via Glen Lonan.

Throughout the walk 
there is stunning scenery 
and historic locations. 

Castles Farm is almost 
certainly the site of a 
monastery founded 
by St Conan and the 
hill behind, Beinn 
Eunaich, translates as St 
Adamnan, who was St 
Columba’s biographer; 
in Glen Lonan there 
is evidence of historic 
crosses marking the way. 
From Oban and the MV 
Isle of Mull, the pilgrim 
travels from Craignure 
to Fionnphort. 

The road takes 37 
miles and the coastal 
route 43.

‘This can take as long 
as you like,’ said Mr 
MacFarlane-Barrow. 

‘Some very fi t walkers 
have completed it in two 

days; but if you want, 
you can do fi ve miles a 
day.’

The coastal route is 
for experienced walkers 
only, who will have to 
plan sections of the walk 
with a tide timetable. 
Their reward is some 
spectacular scenery 
seascapes and geology.

Problem
The one problem 

is the scarcity of 
accommodation in 
places on Mull.

‘A back-up car could 
be the answer but 
campers will have no 
problems,’ said Mr 
MacFarlane-Barrow.

The hope is that, 
just like the world-
famous Camino de 
Santiago, Way of St 
James, across the north 
of Spain, St Conan’s 
Way will eventually be 
waymarked.

And just as the Camino 
has its cockle shell 
emblem, St Conan’s 
Way will have its own 
sign for pilgrims to hang 
from their packs.

‘We were thinking 
perhaps a small 
Celtic cross,’ said Mr 
MacFarlane-Barrow.

Calum MacFarlane-Barrow believes the walk o� ers a connection with 
God. t06pilgrim1

New pilgrims’ way 
takes walkers from 
Dalmally to Iona

Whale washed up on Kintyre beach

The whale decomposes on the beach. 

Nick Davison, Co-
ordinator with the 
Scottish Marine Animal 
Stranding Scheme 

said: ‘We will record 
it in both the UK and 
Scottish databases but 
unfortunately it is a little 

too decomposed for a 
necropsy.’

Organs
When a whale is 

stranded, its body 
weight crushes internal 
organs and muscles 
and they may die of 
dehydration.

Strandings
There has been a 

spate of strandings on 
North Sea coasts with 
30 sperm whales dying 
recently. 

A spokesman from 
Argyll and Bute Council 
said: ‘The whale was 
removed on Tuesday 
afternoon.’
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CALMAC picked up 
a national award last 
week for its culture pro-
gramme, which pro-
vides opportunities in 
music and fi lm.

The UK’s largest fer-
ry network operator has 
been given the Creative 
Business Award by the 
Arts and Business Scot-
land Awards.

The culture pro-
gramme aims to offer 
talented newcomers an 
opportunity that would 
normally be out of their 
reach. 

In the case of CalMac 
Culture Music, singer 
songwriters or bands are 
given the chance of win-
ning a half-hour slot at 
one of a number of ma-
jor festivals across Scot-
land’s west coast. 

And in the case of Cal-
Mac Culture Screen, the 
winner is able to work 
with a top-fl ight fi lm 
studio to broaden their 
skills.

Marketing Manager 
Peter Griffi ths said: ‘We 
had been a sponsor for 

AN EXHIBITION of Bute landscapes 
by Tayvallich-based artist John Low-
rie Morrison OBE - known as Jolo-
mo - opens at the Castle Gallery on 
Rothesay’s High Street tomorrow 
(Saturday February 13).

The new display by the Glas-
gow-born artist, a former art teach-
er at Lochgilphead High School for 
20 years, concentrates on the island’s 
scenery. 

Jolomo explained: ‘The west coast 

is famed for its beautiful light that is 
ever-changing. Bute is a supreme ex-
ample of that quality. 

‘Bute does have a magical light; 
it’s quite different, maybe because of 
where it’s positioned in the Firth of 
Clyde and what’s around it.’

The The Magic Light of Bute exhi-
bition runs until Saturday March 5, 
followed by another local exhibition 
this August at The Archway in Loch-
gilphead.

HOUSEHOLD water 
charges in Argyll, along 
with the rest of Scot-
land, remain among the 
lowest in Great Britain, 
according to Scottish 
Water - despite a price 
rise just around the cor-
ner. 

In 2016/17, the av-
erage Scottish Water 
charge will be £38 lower 
than the average charge 
elsewhere in Great Brit-
ain.

Customers of the util-
ity company in Argyll 
and Bute will see house-
hold charges increase by 
1.6 per cent from April 
- a rise of just over £5 
a year for the average 
household.

It means the average 
Scottish Water house-
hold charge in 2016/17 
is £351.

Douglas Millican, 
Scottish Water chief ex-
ecutive, said: ‘In the 
next year, Scottish Wa-
ter will continue to pro-
vide our customers in 

A GAELIC children’s 
group is to hold a mini 
ceilidh to get youngsters 
interested in traditional 
music.

Little Gaelic Voices 
will host the session at 
Lochgilphead Commu-
nity Centre on February 
13 between 10am and 
11.30am. 

Music will be provided 
by Cora Lark, a 
traditional music duo 
comprising  Naomi 
Stanesdby and Niamh 
MacKaverney, from 
Tarbert who play in the 
band Na Seudan Ur.

Little Gaelic Voices 
has been holding 
sessions in Mid Argyll 
for 18 months with 
support from Bord Na 
Gaidhlig.

Children’s 
group 
to hold 
ceilidh

Autumn rain passing St Colmac, Bute, by John Lowrie Morrison. 

Magical light of Bute in exhibition

Argyll and Bute with 
one of the UK’s best 
value water and waste 
water services.

‘Our charges have fall-
en in real terms in the 
last six years and will 
have dropped further 
by the end of our cur-
rent regulatory period in 
2021.

‘Charges allow us to 
maintain investment – 
ensuring we continue 
to provide fresh, clear-
er drinking water for 
our customers, while 

protecting and enhanc-
ing the environment and 
supporting the Scottish 
economy. At the same 
time, we are taking steps 
to build an increasing-
ly reliable and resilient 
service.

‘Customers are at the 
heart of our business 
and they expect us to 
build on the signifi cant 
improvements we’ve 
made to water servic-
es while providing val-
ue for money, stability 
and certainty in charge 
levels.’

A Scottish Water state-
ment continued: ‘Scot-
tish Water is delivering 
a six-year, £3.5 billion 
investment programme 
to sustain high quali-
ty services for custom-
ers – about £1,370 for 
every connected proper-
ty. This will help deliv-
er further improvements 
to drinking water quali-
ty, protect the environ-
ment and support jobs in 
the construction sector.’

Ferry fi rm sails off with culture award

Representatives of CalMac who picked up the award on the night. 

both Tiree Music Festi-
val and Hebridean Celt-
ic Festival for a number 
of years.

‘So we did know the 
organisers reasonably 
well. But that doesn’t 
mean that it was all plain 
sailing when we went to 
them in 2014 with the 

CalMac Culture Music 
idea.

‘We did, however, 
work very closely with 
them throughout and re-
ceived great support in 
return.

‘They have since trust-
ed us to deliver and we 
are pleased that we have 

done that. We are de-
lighted to have been giv-
en this award. It is rec-
ognition not just for our 
team which works so 
hard on it, but also for 
the faith event organis-
ers have had in us and 
for all those who enter 
the competition.’

Water costs rise  - 
but still good value, 
says Scottish Water 

Advertiser 
newsdesk 

01546 
602345
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Business Gateway’s tip for recruiting and retaining

Crinan Canal Cottage is open for bookings. 

BUSINESS Gateway 
advisers are always on 
hand to offer support 
and guidance on a range 
of issues that business 
owners, new and old, 
may face.

Donald Melville, ad-
viser at the Argyll and 
Bute branch, offers his 
own top tips on how to 
recruit and retain staff:

‘Taking on a member 
of staff for the fi rst time 
can be daunting but the 
most important thing to 
remember is that peo-
ple make your business 
work, so they need to be 
looked after. 

‘The fi rst question I 
ask my clients is ‘Are 
you ready?’ It’s tempt-
ing to rush into recruit-
ment but it’s important 
to pause and think about 
the job being offered; is 
it full or part-time, what 
can the business afford 
and how can you attract 
the best quality staff.

MORE than 200 people are booked 
in to workshops, delivered by 
award-winning and reputable tutors 
and business people, over January 
and February.

The Business Gateway team is en-
couraging people to get in touch to 
secure their place at one of the free 
business skills workshops, as spac-
es fi ll up fast.

New skills workshops have been 
added to the range available across 
Argyll and Bute and most of the 
current session have been updated 
too.

There are also limited spaces 
available at upcoming sessions in 
Inveraray.

These include:
Principles of customer service – 

world host takes place on February 
18 and will help people train their 
front-line staff to deliver great cus-
tomer service, that will leave their 
customers raring to return. 

Better business websites work-
shop on February 23 is aimed at 
businesses that are already on-
line. This workshop helps exam-

ine how to make existing websites 
better through best-practice design, 
content, usability, accessibility and 
search engine optimisation. 

Marketing your business work-
shop will be held on March 1 and is 
designed for business owners who 
want to improve marketing strat-
egies. It supports people to ana-
lyse the target market, set goals and 
achieve them within a budget.

‘Build your business website’ 
workshop on March 23 is a prac-
tical workshop aimed at those who 
don’t have a website. 

The event takes a step-by-step ap-
proach to developing a business 
website and maintaining it, using 
free tools.

Other Inveraray workshops with 
some places available include the 
Introduction to social media on 
March 30 and More from social 
media on March 31.

To fi nd how Business Gateway 
can help a business, to book a work-
shop, or to request an appointment 
with a local adviser, contact the lo-
cal offi ce on 01546 808 363.

‘There are many prac-
ticalities to address in-
cluding making sure 
your premises meet ba-
sic health and safe-
ty requirements, hav-
ing employer’s liability 
insurance and register-
ing as an employer with  
HRMC.

‘Always ensure you 
get the right person. 
Creating your own ap-
plication form can be 
the best route as you 
can outline the skills 
and requirements you 
seek and it makes it eas-
ier to compare and con-
trast candidates. When 
it comes to selection, 
forming an interview 
panel so you have more 
than one opinion is often 
benefi cial. 

‘Once you’ve found 
that right person, a con-
tract of employment is 
important to clearly set 
out what’s expected.  
You also need to con-

sider right to work is-
sues and any vetting or 
disclosure checks that 
might be relevant.  Keep 
up-to-date with new leg-
islation to ensure you’re 
complying with law. 

‘An induction peri-
od and an understand-
ing that new people take 
time to settle will ensure 
you get off on the right 
foot with staff as they 
don’t feel isolated and 
are clear about which 
tasks they need to per-
form.

Motivated
‘It refl ects well on you 

and your business if you 
can retain staff. Under-
standing your employ-
ees’ changing needs and 
being open to consider-
ing options such as fl ex-
ible hours or working 
from home, will mean 
people are more likely 
to stay with you and feel 
motivated to help you 
grow the business.

‘Effectively training 
your employees can also 
improve your chanc-
es of success and it has 
been proven that devel-
oping your people and 
improving their skills 
can boost morale, re-
duce staff turnover, in-
crease productivity and 
give you a competitive 
advantage. 

‘Always be fair and 
honest with your deal-
ings with staff and you 
will get loyalty in re-
turn.’

Business Gateway of-
fers free half-day work-
shops on ‘Becoming an 
employer’.

The next availa-
ble dates are in Oban 
on February 18 and in 
Dunoon February 25.

The ‘managing and de-
veloping staff’ work-
shop will take place in 
Helensburgh on March 
17 and again in Oban on 
March 24.

Canal cottage proves popular with 
visitors 
A WOMAN who rents 
out a cottage on the 
banks of the Crinan Ca-
nal has had a successful 
fi rst 18 months in busi-
ness, with support from 
Business Gateway. 
 Pauline Houston 
bought the tradition-
al cottage to operate 
as a business for tour-
ists to the area and has 
been taking a continu-
al stream of bookings 
since the grand opening.

Support
Prior to starting the 

business Pauline, who 
works part-time for 
MSP Jamie McGrig-
or, received support and 
advice from Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Business 
Gateway service. 

Pauline said: ‘I moved 
to Argyll and Bute sev-
en years ago and I cur-

rently rent out my par-
ents’ house in Glasgow 
so I’ve always been in-
terested in property. 

Invest
‘I decided to invest 

in a little house on the 
Crinan Canal which has 
wonderful views and, 
although peaceful, is 
close enough to Loch-
gilphead.  

‘Last year, the cottage 
was rented out from 
February to the middle 
of October so I’m de-
lighted with how it’s 
going. Not only are my 
bookings rising but the 
feedback I have had 
both privately and on 
[holiday and hotel re-
view site] Trip Advisor 
has been fantastic and 
knowing that people are 
enjoying the house and 
appreciating the little 

touches I have installed 
is a real boost.’

Extra features
The two-bedroom 

property, Crinan Ca-
nal Cottage, consists of 
a newly-fi tted kitchen, 
open plan sitting room, 
private garden with pa-
tio and extra features 
such as Wi-Fi, iPod 
docking station, selec-

tion of games and BT 
Sports. 

Pauline has already 
taken bookings for this 
year and visitors to Cri-
nal Canal Cottage are 
coming from all over 
the world, even as far as 
Australia and Canada. 

She added: ‘I was re-
ally excited to get the 
decorating fi nished and 

to welcome customers 
throughout the year. I 
will be updating room 
by room which will im-
prove the house and 
hopefully will attract 
even more bookings.

‘When I decided to 
buy the cottage and turn 
it into a small business 
I wanted to gain extra 
knowledge on a number 

of areas and so I attend-
ed a number of Business 
Gateway’s free work-
shops. As well as learn-
ing about fi nance and 
accounts, I went along 
to the ‘Build Your own 
Website’ event which 
has helped me enor-
mously - having an ap-
pealing and effective 
website is essential 

when you are dealing 
with customers from all 
over the world.’ 

Barbara Halliday, busi-
ness adviser at Business 
Gateway, said: ‘Cri-
nal Canal Cottage is not 
only in a wonderful lo-
cation but has a host of 
amenities to appeal to 
visitors to the region.

Workshop
Pauline had experi-

ence in buying and rent-
ing property but she 
wanted to learn new 
skills. Through our fully 
funded workshop pro-
gramme she was able 
to do so in the areas she 
most wanted support in.’

For more information 
visit www.crinancanal-
cottage.com 

To fi nd out more about 
how Business Gateway 
can help set up and de-
velop a business call 
01546 808 363 or visit 
www.bgateway.com/ar-
gyll-and-bute 

Your ambition. Our know-how. Together 
we can make your new business happen.
Free, practical advice and support to help start your business. Call your 
local o�ce on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.
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PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-17:00hrs Monday to 
Friday at 1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their nomal opening times 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 
should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00129/PP Formation of running path (200mm deep x 2m wide 
x 200m long)

Meadows Playing Field
Ralston Road Campbeltown 
Argyll And Bute

Burnet Building 
St John St 
Campbeltown

16/00261/PP Siting of storage containers, gas cylinders, plant and 
machinery and parking for motor vehicles and trailers 
(retrospective)

Lorne Garage Chalmers Street 
Ardrishaig Lochgilphead 
PA30 8EY

Mid Argyll Area 
Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref No Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/00238/PP Installation of new oil-fired boiler with associated 
oil tank

Christ Church Episcopal
Church Bishopton Road
Lochgilphead Argyll And Bute

Mid Argyll Area 
Office

16/00258/PP Installation of telecommunications cabinet Land At 10 Barrmor View
Kilmartin Argyll And Bute

Mid Argyll Area 
Office

16/00260/LIB Demolition of existing rear outbuildings and kitchen 
extension

Columba Hotel Pier Road
Tarbert PA29 6UF

Sub Post Office 
Harbour Street

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 
Regulatory Services, Central ValidationTeam, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

DEVELOPMENT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES
ARGYLL AND BUTE DEVELOPMENT PLAN: SUPPLEMENTARY GUIDANCE

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA): ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT 
Notice under Section 18 (1) (c) of the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 and under Section 16 (2) of the 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005. 
Argyll and Bute Council has revised the Environmental Report (Strategic Environmental Assessment) that accompanies 
the adopted Local Development Plan, to include an additional appendix (Appendix 6) relating to the following draft 
Supplementary Guidance: SG LDP – Coastal Development; SG LDP – Piers and Harbours; SG LDP – Aquaculture 
Development; and SG LDP - Renewable Energy.
The Environmental Report together with the above draft Supplementary Guidance can be viewed at: 
http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/ldp  
The consultation period on the above documents will run for six weeks until the 25th March 2016.
The documents will also be available to view in the Council run Libraries during their normal opening hours, and at the Council 
Offices at 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead 9am – 5pm Monday to Friday. 
Please note responses must be received before 5pm on the 25th March 2016. Responses should be sent to Sheila McKenzie, 
Development and Infrastructure, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8RD or by emailing: ldp@argyll-bute.gov.uk

If you require further information please telephone Sheila McKenzie on 01546 604158 or email: ldp@argyll-bute.gov.uk

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

The number of new homes 
registered to be built in the 
UK has topped 156,000 in 
2015 - a continued increase 
of 7% on the previous year, 
new NHBC fi gures have 
revealed.

7% year-on-year increase 
in NHBC new home regis-
trations

156,140 new homes 
registered - representing 8 
year high

75% more new homes 
registered in 2015 than in 
2009

In total, 156,140 new 
homes were registered by 
NHBC in 2015 - compared 
to 146,359 in 2014. The 
fi gures show NHBC 
registered 75% more new 
homes in 2015 than it did 
at the time of the housing 
crash in 2009.

Private sector registra-
tions increased by 7% 
(118,611 in 2015; 110,674 
in 2014), with the public 
sector increasing by 5% 

(37,529 in 2015; 35,685 
in 2014). The fi gures 
also showed that NHBC 
registered 75% more new 
homes in 2015 than it did 
at the time of the housing 
crash in 2009.

Continuing the trend 
from 2014, the number 
of detached homes 
registered over the last 
12 months (42,173) is the 
highest for over a decade. 
Additionally, the number 
of semi-detached homes 
registered in 2015 (35,423) 
is the highest in more than 
20 years (36,757 in 1994).

NHBC's latest data also 
revealed that the majority 
of UK regions experienced 
notable growth on 2014 
levels, with the Eastern 
region (+23%), North 
West (+16%) and Scotland 
(+15%) leading the way.

The East Midlands 
(+12%), South West (+9%) 
and West Midlands (+9%) 
also enjoyed a positive 

year, as did Northern Ire-
land (+30%) although this 
was from a relatively low 
base.

London is still leading 
the way in the number of 
new home registrations. 
Although the 2015 fi gure 
of 25,994 registrations is 
down 9% on the record 
2014 total of 28,518, 2015 
saw the third highest 
number of registrations on 
record. Yorkshire & the 
Humber is down 13% on 
2014 and Wales is down 
2% on 2014.

As the leading warranty 
and insurance provider 
for new homes in the UK, 
NHBC's registration statis-
tics are the lead indicator of 
the health of the country's 
new homes market. For 
over 80 years, NHBC has 
been committed to driving 
up quality and raising 
standards in house-build-
ing and enjoys an 80% plus 
market share in UK new 

home warranties.
Commenting on the 

annual statistics, NHBC 
Chief Executive Mike 
Quinton, said: "We are 
pleased to report that 2015 
was a year for continued 
housing growth in the 
UK. Both the public 
and private sectors have 
performed well and we 
have seen encouraging 
levels of house-building 
across most regions of the 
country.

"The detached home 
continues its resurgence, 
with our fi gures showing 
that house builders are 
building the highest num-
ber of detached properties 
for over a decade, with 
semi-detached homes also 
at their highest level in 
more than 20 years.

"There is still a way to go 
before we are building the 
levels of new homes that 
were seen before the eco-
nomic downturn, but 2015 

represents consolidation 
on the growth seen over the 
last three years.

"As always, NHBC's 
mission is to ensure 
construction quality of the 
very highest standard in 
new homes and this em-
phasis on quality remains 
unwavering ¿ particularly 
during such periods of 
increased activity and pro-
duction that we have seen 
over recent years."

NHBC UK statistics for 
2015 show that:

In 2015 the number of 
registrations was 156,140, 
a 7% increase on last year 
(146,359). Of these:

Private sector registra-
tions in 2015 increased by 
7% (118,611), compared 
with the same period in 
2014 (110,674).

Public sector registra-
tions in 2015 increased 
by 5% (37,529) when 
compared to 2014 (35,685). 

NHBC's role is to support 

NHBC reports continued 
house-building growth in 2015

the industry in maintaining 
and improving the build 
quality of new homes for 
homebuyers, whilst pro-
viding the benefi t of its 10-
year Buildmark warranty 
protection, when required.

NHBC does this through 
a wide range of activities, 
from standards setting 
through technical support 
to warranty and insurance.

NHBC is a non-profi t dis-
tributing organisation with 
no shareholders. It invests 
any surplus into activities 

that improve new homes 
further, in particular 
through its research arm, 
the NHBC Foundation.

NHBC is the leading 
warranty and insurance 
provider for new homes 
in the UK. NHBC's ten-
year Buildmark warranty 
covers around 80 per cent 
of new homes built in the 
UK, having covered nearly 
eight million homes since 
it began and currently pro-
tecting around 1.6 million 
homes.

See our new

West Coast 
PROPERTY GUIDE
website at 
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

West Coast PROPERTY GUIDE
LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALE           PROPERTY REVIEWS           PROPERTY NEWS          LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

ZamScotEd
 (SCIO SC038694)

AGM
7.30pm

Monday 29th 
February 2016
The Stag Hotel
Lochgilphead
All welcome
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CAN.
THE SUBARU XV

UNRIVALLED GRIP WITH SYMMETRICAL ALL-WHEEL DRIVE.

WHEN YOUR CAR

CAN’T,

Helensburgh Motor Sales Limited, trading as Helensburgh Subaru is a credit broker and not a lender.

Helensburgh Subaru
101-103 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh,  G84 7PJ
Telephone: 01436 584326
www.Helensburgh-Subaru.co.uk

£21 ,995
For the XV 2.0i SE

FROM

OTR

†Every vehicle marketed by Subaru (UK) Ltd, excluding WRX STI, is covered by a 5 Year/100,000 mile (whichever comes sooner) Limited Warranty which comprises of a standard 
 3 Year/60,000 mile (whichever is sooner) Manufacturer’s Warranty (bumper  to bumper, excluding clutch driven plate) and an Extended Warranty (applies to powertrain only)
provided by the importer. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Offer ends 31.03.16. OTR price includes VAT, delivery, number plates, 12 months road fund licence and
first registration fee. Vehicle shown is an XV 2.0i SE with optional special paint finish OTR price of £22,495.00. Without special paint finish £21,995.00. OTR

@HBurghSubaru/HelensburghSubaru

 HELENBURGH EXCLUSIVE OFFER
£300 Free accessories

on Subaru 
(expires 28 Feb 2016)

consumption in mpg (l/100km): Urban 31.4-41.5 (9.0-6.8); Extra Urban 48.7-61.4 (5.8-4.6); Combined 40.4-52.3 (7.0-5.4). CO2 Emissions 160-141 g/km.

Helensburgh Motor Sales is an independent, 
privately owned company having traded 
for 39 years. It has represented the Toyota 
brand since inception and is consistently 
recognised for excellent customer care in 
Scotland and the UK. In July 2015 it was 
honoured to represent the Subaru marque.  
From its two sites in Helensburgh, it covers 
Argyll & Bute and Dunbartonshire areas 
with a one-stop shop for new and used car 
sales, service, parts and Kitemark approved 
accident repair centre.

Helensburgh Coastal Destination Town
We can uplift and deliver or provide a free 
courtesy car whilst we carry out your yearly 
servicing. Just let us know what is best for 
your needs. You will not be disappointed 
with the excellent service we provide. 
Helensburgh town has undergone a recent 
facelift and is well worth a visit. In October 
2015, Helensburgh was described as a “coastal 
destination town”.  Come and experience the 
excellent choice of restaurants and co� ee 
shops or do some sightseeing. 

Test Drive to You
We have been serving the Oban and Lorn 
area for many years with Toyota and now 
with Subaru, and if you can’t come to 
us, we will bring your chosen car to you 

to experience. Whether it is one of the 
legendary 4x4s, Rav4, Forester or Outback, 
or one of the smaller popular models like 
Aygo and Yaris, just call us and arrange a 
time that suits you.  Door to door service.

Some Great Cars and Deals
The 2016 Toyota RAV4 now bene� ts from 
hybrid technology, combining petrol and 
battery power with zero road tax and 
improved economy, whilst the Toyota Aygo 
gets free insurance for over 18-year-olds 
with an attractive low-rate � nance o� er. 
The Subaru range with its emphasis on 
all-wheel-drive for great road holding and 
acclaimed engineering excellence bene� ts 
from 0% � nance on Forester and XV models 
plus a 5 year warranty.

Visit Helensburgh for 
eateries, shopping 
and superb motoring

from 0% � nance on Forester and XV models 
plus a 5 year warranty.

The popular Toyota 
Aygo available with 
free insurance for 
over 18’s

Subaru XV comes 
with a 5 year 

warranty

Telephone 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered.  Will collect.  

Telephone 01250 884306 or 
mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of motor homes and 

caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  We 
also buy water damaged or in need of 

repair.  Also all types of touring caravans 
from 95 onwards.

e: gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

Telephone 07340367285 or 
01382 843415

WANTED
Any 4x4, Landrover, Nissan, 
Mitsubishi, Toyota etc, MOT 

failure or high mileage 
considered.

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
motor homes, caravanettes and 

camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
any 4x4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc, all makes and models, any 
age, mileage or condition, non runners/

MOT failures accepted.  Collection 
anywhere.  Top cash prices paid.

Seat Leon S Copa TSI

Tel: 07947 855941

2011, Silver hatchback, 
24,000 miles, 
immaculate. MOT april 16, 
steering wheel controls, 
bluetooth etc. Manual. 
Fast and economical. 

£6700 o.n.o.

Telephone William 07730 130284 or 07538671625 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED 4x4’s
all makes and models, Toyota, 

Landrover, Mitsibushi, also light 
commercials, vans, pickups bought, 

miles no problem, MOT or not, instant 
decision, same day payment.

2004 Subaru Forester X All Weather

Tel: 07747 016900

87000 miles, 
MOT’d  till 
September, Good 
runner, 4 good 
winter tyres.

£1500

Call 07789855381 
for a hassle free sale 

WANTED
touring caravans, camper vans, 

motorhomes, all makes and models, 
any age, mileage or condition.  

Collection anywhere.  
Top cash prices paid.

WANTED
DO YOU OR YOUR 
COMPANY HAVE 

VEHICLE(S) 
YOU ARE LOOKING TO 

DISPOSE OF?
WE BUY ALL 4X4'S AND 

COMMERCIAL TYPE 
VEHICLES

(OTHER VEHICLES, CARS, 
PLANT, MACHINERY

CONSIDERED)
ANY AGE, MAKE, MODEL, 
MILEAGE OR CONDITION

SINGLE VEHICLES TO YOUR 
ENTIRE FLEET PURCHASED
WE COME TO YOU AND CAN 
DO SAMEDAY COLLECTION 

AND PAYMENTS
FOR FAST RESPONSE AND A 

HASSLE FREE SERVICE

CALL ONE OF 
OUR TEAM NOW

0800 002 
9966

WE COLLECT ANYWHERE IN 
SCOTLAND

£££££££
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RECRUITMENT

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

Nissan Navara 09 plate

Tel: 07751116278 Gavin

Leather seats
Electric sunroof seats and 
windows
Fantastic condition
104,000 miles

£6450.00 
+vat

Vauxhall Omega 2003

Tel 01567 820412

First Class Condition, MOT July, 
2016, Worth A Look.
O� ers When Seen.

Suzuki Grand Vitara

Tel 07789 758473 Kilmartin

2.0L Petrol, 5 Door, 96K 
miles, MOT sept16, Good 
A/T tires,
Lady owner last 6 years, 
well maintained.

£2400 ono.

Volvo XC70 Se Lux 2006 D5

01631 770698 / 07867624679

2.4 diesel, manual, AWD, 
69kmiles. 1Yr mot, Tow 
bracket, leather, full 
electrics pack, service 
history, 5 vgood tyres + 
extra alloy wheel, excellent 
condition

£6,995

2015 MARINER 40HP

01680300684

EFI four stroke longshaft.
Comes with cables, 
remotes and tank.
As new (100hrs) just been serviced.
£3800 OVNO

Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, we can 
o� er you an exciting and rewarding career with one of Scotland’s 
foremost independent newspaper publishers.

You will be responsible for representing our range of award winning 
publications, o� ering high quality advertising packages to local 
businesses.

You will bene� t from on-going training, � rst class support, job stability 
and the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and e� ort. A full driving licence is essential.

BASED IN CAMPBELTOWN

£  Excellent Basic 

+ £ Bonus 

+ Private Health Care 

+ Pension 

+ Good Holidays

Badden Farm 
Nursery

Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8SF

STAFF REQUIRED
Qualified preferred but training available. 
Full-time and part-time positions available. 

Previous applicants need not apply.
Contact Jennifer or Jean on 

01546 600072.

South Kintyre Development Trust are looking to appoint a 
reliable and trustworthy individual to assist in the day-to-day 

maintenance and care-taking of Campbeltown Town Hall.
Reporting to the Town Hall Manager, the Caretaker will be  

responsible for overall security and general upkeep of the premises. 
Responsibilities may include: Key holder duties such as 
opening/closing, setting alarms etc, carrying out general 

maintenance and minor repairs, operation of heating, plant and 
lighting systems, completion of weekly cleaning schedule, general 

porterage and setting up main hall for functions and events
In addition to contracted hours, shift work will be available 
to cover hire of the hall during evenings and weekends.

Experience in a similar care-taking/maintenance role 
would be an advantage. Basic administrative skills 

for record keeping would also be desirable.
Deadline for applications is Friday 26th February, 2016. 

Interviews will be held w/c Monday 7th March with 
appointment made soon thereafter.

For a full job description and application pack 
please contact Claire McFadzean, Town Hall Manager

Email: claire@campbeltowntownhall.com
Telephone: 01586 552870

Part-time Caretaker/
Handy-person
Rate of pay: £8/hour

PA for Independent Living required
A rewarding work opportunity that fi ts 

around studying or childcare!
We are looking for people to enable a disabled 

man to live an independent and active life 
within his home and community in Ardrishaig.  
Help would be required with personal care, 

social tasks and some light housework, 
full driving licence preferred.

Salary: to be discussed
Hours: fl exible, arranged in advance

If you wish to apply please contact Becs Barker 
on becsbarker@carrgomm.org 

or mobile 07766 925388 for further details.
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The main responsibilities of the post include arranging and carrying out 
on-site assessment of compliance with the RSPCA standards for animal 
welfare of salmon and trout hatcheries, freshwater and seawater farms, 
hauliers and abattoirs for both new applicants and existing members of the 
Freedom Food scheme.

Successful applicants should have GCSE English and Maths or equivalent 
qualification together with NVQ level 3 or relevant equivalent qualification 
in aquaculture. 5 years proven practical experience of commercial fish 
production together with a knowledge of the food production industry 
(livestock) and legislative requirement are considered essential attributes 
for the post. Direct experience of farm assurance schemes and auditing 
skills is desirable.  

Applicants require excellent verbal communication skills at all levels, 
the ability to plan and organise their own workload, and to work both 
independently or part of a team as necessary.  A full, valid driving licence 
will be essential.

An application form and job description can be requested from:  Anna-Louise 
Sales, Freedom Food Ltd, Wilberforce Way, Southwater, West Sussex, RH13 
9RS or anna-louise.sales@freedomfood.co.uk. We do not accept CVs.

Please send your completed application form to the above address/email 
by the closing date of Friday 4th March 2016.

The RSPCA offers excellent benefits, including private healthcare, defined 
contribution pension scheme, childcare vouchers and employee assistance 
programme

We value diversity and encourage applications from all sections of the 
community.

Ending cruelty, promoting kindness and alleviating suffering to animals

Freedom Food Ltd is a wholly owned subsidiary 
of the RSPCA, set up to administer the Society’s 
farm assurance welfare labelling scheme and is 
looking for an assessor to undertake salmon 
and trout assessment work in the Scotland, with 
an occasional requirement to travel to other 
parts of the UK and overseas.

The Company 
Grieg Seafood is a leading producer of quality farmed salmon, with a proven 
track record of achievement. The company is the one of Scotland’s largest 
producers of Scottish salmon with an annual production of 20,000 tonne. 
The Role
The Area Manager will be based in Skye. Reporting to the Production Manager, 
the position would initially entail:
• Prioritising and planning all day to day work on 3 salmon farms in Loch 
Dunvegan
• Looking after the health and welfare of all fi sh farm staff  and contractors 
employed within the area
• Monitoring fi nancial and biological performance of the area against budget 
and identifying and reporting deviations
• Oversee the prompt and accurate reporting of production fi gures for all sites 
within the area
• Preparing and submitting operational and capital budgets for the coming year
While the successful candidate will have intra-company support in their 
position, due to the distance between the Dunvegan area and the head o�  ce 
based in Shetland, they will need to be organised and self-reliant.  
Requirements 
The successful candidate will have several years of experience within a sea 
based aquaculture environment.  They will also have previous experience in 
a management role.  While formal qualifi cations in relevant subject areas are 
advantageous, they are not a requirement.  The successful candidate will be self-
motivated, hardworking and a good personnel manager with a strong focus on 
health and safety.
A salary of £50,000 per annum is available for this position.  Performance and 
loyalty based bonuses and a company vehicle are also available for the successful 
candidate. For an informal discussion regarding the post, please contact Grant 
Cumming on 01595741804 or e-mail grant.cumming@griegseafood.com. To 
apply, please contact Suzan Roberts by e-mail or telephone at the address 
below.  

Suzan Roberts, Grieg Seafood, Gremista, Lerwick, 
Shetland ZE1 0PX Scotland (UK)
Tel:  0044 (0) 1595 741800 Fax: 0044 (0) 1595 741806
E-mail: suzan.roberts@griegseafood.com 
http://www.griegseafood.no
Closing date will be Monday the 29th of February 2016.

Grieg Seafood is recruiting for the 
following position:

Area Manager – 
Dunvegan, Skye

The Company 
Grieg Seafood is a leading producer of quality farmed salmon, with a proven 
track record of achievement. The company is the one of Scotland’s largest 
producers of Scottish salmon with an annual production of 20,000 tonne. 
Environmental awareness and sustainability are at the heart of our business.  
The Role
The Assistant Area Manager will be based in Skye. Reporting to the Area 
Manager, the position would initially entail:
• Assisting in the prioritising and planning all day to day work on 3 salmon farms 
in Loch Dunvegan
• Looking after the health and welfare of all fi sh farm staff  and contractors 
employed within the area
• Monitoring and maintaining the security and eff ectiveness of all equipment
• Oversee the prompt and accurate reporting of production fi gures for all sites 
within the area
• Identifying and rectifying any problems which might aff ect fi sh health or security
Requirements 
The successful candidate will have previous experience within a sea based 
aquaculture environment.  While formal qualifi cations in relevant subject areas 
are advantageous they are not a requirement.  The successful candidate will be 
self-motivated, hardworking and a good personnel manager with a strong focus 
on health and safety.
A salary of £30,790 per annum plus overtime is available for this position.  
Performance and loyalty based bonuses are also available for this post. For 
an informal discussion regarding the post, please contact Grant Cumming on 
01595741804 or e-mail grant.cumming@griegseafood.com. To apply, please 
contact Suzan Roberts by e-mail or telephone at the address below.   

Suzan Roberts, Grieg Seafood, Gremista, Lerwick, 
Shetland ZE1 0PX Scotland (UK)
Tel:  0044 (0) 1595 741800 Fax: 0044 (0) 1595 741806
E-mail: suzan.roberts@griegseafood.com 
http://www.griegseafood.no
Closing date will be Monday the 29th of February 2016.

Grieg Seafood is recruiting for the 
following position:

Assistant Area Manager – 
Dunvegan, Skye

VALMAR  HANDLING SERVICES LTD
Valmar are the UK’s leading Sideloader Manufacturer who 

distribute to companies both in the UK and Europe.

We are currently seeking -  
Experienced � eld service engineers across the north of Scotland
The key responsibilities are –
• Service, Maintenance and Repair of both Valmar’s and our Clients Mechanical  
 Handling Fleets.
•  The ability to fault fi nd both  Mechanical and Electrical  problems.
•  Experience on Diesel Sideloaders and Diesel Counterbalance trucks is essential.
•  To posses First Class communication skills.

Client Base
Our Client base consists of “Blue Chip” Steel, Concrete and Timber Accounts 
(including the largest home grown timber company in the UK).

Quali� cations
As a Field Service Engineer you will be responsible for the planned service and 
maintenance of our material handling � eet primarily in and around the Scottish 
area.

Ideally you would have electrical / mechanical qualifi cations and have the 
experience to work on your own initiative.

Specifi c product training will be provided as required.

A competitive salary, transport and benefi ts package is included.

To apply please email a CV to martinvalente@valmarhandling.co.uk, or 
post to:- Martin Valente,, Valmar Handling  Services Ltd., 17 Springburn 
Place, College Milton, East Kilbride, G74 5NU.
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Vacancy: 1 x Full Time 
Freshwater Operative

Location: Ardtaraig Hatchery, Loch Striven, Dunoon 
Cooke Aquaculture Scotland is a leading company in the Scottish Salmon Industry 
producing exceptionally high quality products for an increasingly demanding mar-
ket. We have operations throughout Scotland, Cumbria and the Northern Isles of 
Orkney and Shetland, together; we pledge a strong dedication to achieving a sus-
tainable aquaculture industry.  

We are currently seeking candidates to take on the position of Freshwater Opera-
tive at our Ardtaraig Hatchery, Argyll.  As part of a small team, they will assist their 
colleagues in building strong key relationships and ensuring a safe working environ-
ment for all. 

The Role:

The successful candidate will find themselves reportable to the Freshwater Manager 
for Ardtaraig. 

Qualifications/Skills required but not essential as full training can be given: 
• 2 years’ experience working in a Freshwater Hatchery environment
• Ability to participate in an ‘Alarm Duty’ rota system
• Good understanding of the aquaculture industry 
• Candidate must be flexible with regard to hours worked, weekend working will be 
required
• Be a good team player but have the ability to work alone when required
• Inter-personal and excellent communication skills
• Clean UK driving licence

The ideal candidate will be committed to achieving the best results in a challenging 
environment and delivering the highest standards of performance possible.  In re-
turn, we offer a highly competitive salary, employer pension contribution, company 
bonus scheme and salary sacrifice programmes. 

If you feel you have the necessary attributes to successfully fulfil this position 
and contribute to a progressive, results orientated company, then please send 
your covering letter and CV to vicci.laird@cookeaqua.com by 24 February 2016.

Closing date: 26 February 2016.

To apply visit our website

Home Carer (Permanent Variable)
£17,131 - £18,694 pro rata  Mid Argyll Ref: CMA01063
Hours to be worked as and when required by the Service
☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Boatman – Fixed Term Contract
Loch Etive, near Taynuilt

Dawnfresh Farming Ltd, part of the Dawnfresh Seafoods Group, is the 
largest Trout Farming Company operating in the UK.  Our Marine and 
Freshwater farms are located throughout Scotland, England and Ireland.
We are currently looking to identify a suitably qualifi ed and highly motivated 
individual to undertake the role of Boatman at our seawater farms on Loch 
Etive, near Taynuilt, Argyll.
You will be responsible for skippering our workboats and must hold either a 
Boatmasters Licence or RYA Day Skipper qualifi cation or above and your 
qualifi cation must be commercially endorsement. In addition, applicants 
should have a full driving license.
This position is initially for a period of 6 months with the possibility of being 
made permanent at the end of the contract.
If you are interested in applying for this position please send your CV, by 
24 February 2016, to:
Jane McCusker, HR Advisor, Dawnfresh Seafoods Ltd, Bothwellpark 
Industrial Estate, Uddingston, G71 6LS.  Offi ce 01698 810008, E-mail: 
jane.mccusker@dawnfresh.co.uk

Director’s Personal 
Assistant
Kilmartin Museum is seeking to appoint a Personal 
Assistant to assist the Director/Curator with 
administrative tasks during the development 
phase of the Museum’s Redevelopment 
Project.  This is a part time (18.5 hours per week) 
contract until June 2017 with the possibility of 
further extension, subject to successful funding 
applications.  The salary is £16,031 per annum pro 
rata.  

For more information and an application pack 
please email sue@kilmartin.org or phone Sue 
Creech on 01546 510 278.  Closing date 11th March 
2016, interviews will be held on 21st March 2016.

Seasonal Port Assistants
Calmac Ferries Limited is currently recruiting for Seasonal Port Assistants at various Port Of� ces 

across our network.

Calmac Ferries Ltd is a multi-award winning business serving some of the most beautiful parts 

of Scotland. With over 30 ferries, we provide lifeline services to the islands and peninsulas on 

Scotland’s West Coast.

Our excellent bene� ts package includes a competitive salary plus a generous annual leave 

entitlement. You could also take advantage of free ferry travel for you and your family. 

To view further details of all our current vacancies, and details of how to apply, please visit our 

website at www.calmac.co.uk/careers

Caleonian Ferries Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Skyline Winch 
Team required 
for work in North 
Argyll, preferably 
experienced but 
training could be 
given to reliable 

hard workers with 
chainsaw tickets.  

Telephone 
07747016900 after 
7pm or weekends.

Retained Linesperson X2
Isle of Colonsay

www.ssejobs.co.uk

Corachie Clematis
Taynuilt, Argyll Scotland PA35 1HY

Tel: 01866 822266

Vacancies
Driver Required

Seasonal - Full/Part Time
Must have Class C+E/Class 1

or Driver for 7.5 tonne lorry
Must have own transport and be able to work away 

from home 1 or 2 nights per week
Help with CPC Licence possible

Accommodation available

Garden Centre/Nursery
Seasonal staff - required

Full/part time
Must be fl exible regarding hours

Must have own transport
Accommodation available

Start date w/c 7th March 2016
Please contact Douglas on 01866 822266 or email us on 

www.wholesale@corachieclematis.co.uk for further details

MACLEOD 
CONSTRUCTION

REQUIRE
COUNTERBALANCE

FORK-LIFT 
OPERATOR

WRITTEN 
APPLICATIONS 

WITH  CURRENT 
QUALIFICATIONS 

REQUIRED
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

or e-mail – 
lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

Full Time/ Part Time Chef Required
The Argyll Hotel, Bellochantuy, 
is looking to add to their team.

With the hotel open all year this position 
has the potential to be permanent.

Hours will be a mixture of day and night service.
All levels of experience considered.

Salary negotiable based on experience.
Although we do not o� er live in accommodation, we 

can help in � nding accommodation if required.

For application form and job description 
contact Nick or Ian.

info@argyllhotelkintyre.co.uk   t. 01583 421212
Closing date for applications Friday 26 Feb 2016

Argyll Hotel, Bellochantuy, Campbeltown, PA28 6QE.

Argyll and Bute Citizens Advice Bureau
Patient Adviser (PASS Project)
Based in Lochgilphead  -  21 hrs per week
Fixed term contract until 31st March 2017
£20,859 pro rata. Driving licence.
For an application pack contact 01546 605550 
or  info@abcab.casonline.org.uk
Closing date 26thFebruary  2016

D. McNAIR & SON Ltd 
TANKER/ GENERAL DRIVER VACANCY 

ADR – CLASS 3 
CPC/ DRIVING Qualifi cati on required 

CATEGORY ‘C’ 
Training provided if required 

FULL TIME POSITION

Please direct enquiries to
Kinloch Road, Campbeltown PA28 6EG

Tel: 01586 552020
email: alan.shaw@dmcnairshipping.com



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Campbeltown Courier, Argyllshire Advertiser or The Oban Times and your ad will also appear 

online at  www.westcoastclassifi eds.co.uk. Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there
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 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 
of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, 
the new-look Scots 

Heritage magazine is an 
unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  
Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

ONLY 
£15

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

OLD LITHOGRAPH 
PRINTS Oban and sur-
rounding area.  Black and 
white and some colour in 
various sizes.  Framed and 
in excellent conditions.  
prices start at £10,  £ Tele-
phone 01631 564578.

SYLVAC HYANCITH 
PATTERN oval vase in 
cream colour, impressed 
base and still has Sylvac 
Label, excellent condi-
tion,  £10 Telephone 01631 
564578.

 AUDIO EQUIPMENT
2.1 SURROUND SOUND 
trust manufacturer, 30 
watts, made for tablets, 
PC, laptops. powered by 
USB port. Good condition 
(Campbeltown),  £20 Tele-
phone 07577 222019.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
NEW MAMAS AND PA-
PAS Harrows, still fl at 
pack, cot bed in white. Part 
of 3 piece suite, cot bed not 
required L143 W78 H98 
Argos 1 yr warranty incl,  
£99.99 Telephone 01631 
569534.
BABY WELT TWIN 
PUSHCHAIR 5 point har-
ness, linked brakes. In-
cludes raincover, shopping 
basket, detachable hood. 
Immaculate clean con-
dition. Blue colour,  £60 
Telephone 07840 885812.
COT MATTRESS depth: 
120cm, width: 60cm, 
height: 14cm. In very good 
condition. Comes with 1x 
cotton fi tted sheet,  £20 
Telephone 07840 885812.
LINDAM EXTENDING 
METAL Safety Gate, the 
smallest opening is 62cm 
and the largest opening 
is 102cm. White colour,  
£5.50 Telephone 07840 
885812.
MAXI COSI PRIORI SPS 
GROUP 1  Car Seat, suit-
able for 9months-4yrs, 
9-18kg, side protection 
system, 4 recline position, 
belt hooks, brown(cave) 
colour. Immaculate condi-
tion,  £60 Telephone 07840 
885812.

 BICYCLES
BICYCLE CHILD CAR-
RIER - Hamax Smiley as 
new used once. Additional 
bike mount for use with 2 
bikes. Fixes on seat post, 
3-point seat belt etc, loca-
tion Oban,  £30 Telephone 
07840 892077.

 BUILDING / DIY
VENTED CHIMNEY 
CAP clay terracotta 7 inch-
es in diameter, as new,  £12 
Telephone 01631 565142.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
HONDA ROOF BICY-

CLE HOLDER  (MB622) 
brand new. Fits Hon-
da. Manufacture code: 
08L07TA1600BS,  £40 
Telephone 07840 885812.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

HOLY COMMUNION 
DRESS gorgeous holy 
communion dress worn 
once has been dry cleaned 
fi t small frame age 7/8 
years cost £200,  £50 Tele-
phone 07748 574770.
LADIES OUTFIT Phase 
Eight outfi t dress, jack-
et, shoes bag. Fastenator 
size14/16 worn once dress 
(taupe jacket and accesso-
ries dusky pink),  £30 Tele-
phone 07748 574770.
PLUS SIZE LADIES 
CLOTHING size 20 - 24, 
lovely going out dresses, 
skirts, tops, coats and trou-
sers, £50 the lot.  Camp-
beltown.  Telephone 07928 
529612.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

EPSON STYLUS SX130 
series printer used twice,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

ARGOS VALUE SILVER 
FRIDGE  free standing, 
neat appliance suitable for 
small kitchen/single per-
son.  3  shelves each com-
partment.  Great condition, 
18 months old,  £50 Tele-
phone 01852 316053.
DISHWASHER Bosch 
Classixx in good working 
order. Free for the taking 
away. Telephone 07786 
812887.
FRIDGE FREEZER Lec 
T5039 Fridge Freezer. One 
year old, excellent condi-
tion,  £49 Telephone 01631 
566584.

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE PUPS FOR 
SALE hand reared, of ex-
cellent bitch, dogs and 
bitches.  Telephone 01631 
760213.

 FIREARMS
GUN CABINET 4Gun 
Cabinet. Ext.Dimen-
sions1250H X 255W X 
230D (mm) Two 7 lever 
locks. BS7558/92 stand-
ards. Foam gun divider. 
Powder coat fi nish,  £69 
Telephone 01586 551658.

 FURNITURE
2 X 3 DRAWER white 
chest of drawers,  £15 each 
Telephone 01631 562750.
BOOKCASE mahogany 
colour. W36” H37” D11”. 

Adjustable shelves. (ex 
Mathesons).  Good condi-
tion,  £40 Telephone 01631 
710508.
BOOKCASE white,  £5 
Telephone 01631 562750.
COFFEE TABLE wood 
with 2 glass panels in top 
and bottom shelf 53” x23” 
x 16” high,  £40 Telephone 
01631 562750².
EXTENDING PINE TA-
BLE and 6 chairs.  Good 
condition,  £500 Telephone 
01397 704658.
LEATHER green armchair, 
Lochgilphead area,  £25 
Telephone 01546 606252.
LIVING ROOM UNIT 
black wood, glass doors, 
two drawers, curved at top, 
German make,  £50 Tele-
phone 01631 562588.
PARKER KNOLL Arm-
chair, green, Lochgilphead 
area,  £90 Telephone 01546 
606252.
SINGLE BED very good 
condition, rarely used (ex 
Matheson’s),  £50 Tele-
phone 07492 859094.
SOFA BED metal frame, 
width 204cms, camel 
coloured, washable covers. 
Tarbert area,  £80 Tele-
phone 0774 8978666².
STAG MINSTREL 
DRESSING TABLE Stag 
minstrel (DARK WOOD) 
dressing table with 5 draw-
ers, triple mirror and dress-
ing stool. All in good con-
dition. Buyer collect,  £40 
Telephone 01631 563507.
THREE PIECE SUITE 
large, surplus to require-
ments, (unmarked con-
dition), Free.  Telephone 
07940 797459.
TV STAND black glass 
up to 50” TV.  Excellent 
condition as seen in Argos,  
£50 ono Telephone 01631 
562588.

 GARDEN
B&Q CASCADING BAR-
REL WATER Feature, new 
still in box never used,  £20 
Telephone 01631 562272.
FREE GARDEN SHED 
6’ x 4’ plastic garden shed, 
serviceable but requires 
minor repairs. Free for col-
lection. Phone Fred. Tele-
phone 01631 720057.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue & Pink 
colours in stock available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 
13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

FREESAT BOX Good-
mans, model num:GF-
SAT101SD, picture on 
internet search engine, 
standard defi nition with 

remote control, excel-
lent cond,  £20 Telephone 
07577 222019.

 HOME FURNISHINGS
HEADBOARD double 
4’6”, brown faux leather, 
Ex. cond,  £40 Telephone 
01631 710508.
TABLE & SIDEBOARD 
Round solid table 4ft dia, 
extends 5ft, sideboard 
with glass display & 
drinks unit & lots storage, 
sell together or separate.,  
£95 Telephone 01631 
570884.
TOLEDO RUG excep-
tional quality, deep pile 9’ 
x 6’.  Green/cream/little 
pink.  Cost £269(receipt 
available) as new,  £99.99 
Telephone 01631 562750².

 HOME OFFICE
WOODEN FILING 
CABINET beech colour, 
h63cm, w45cm, d39cm,  
£24.99 Telephone 01631 
565142.

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS ELECTRIC 
HOTSTIX in carry case,  
£20 Telephone 01631 
562750².
BRAUN UNIVERSELLE 
CORDLESS Tong and 
brush, gas.  Brand new, 
still boxed,  £10 Tele-
phone 01631 562750².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CAL-
ENDARS, featuring spec-
tacular photography of 
some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places in-
clude: Stirling, Fort Wil-
liam, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow, Loch Lomond, 
Kelso, Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift for 
family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Camp-
beltown, Tarbert, Machr-
ihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or 
as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS
CARDBOARD BOXES 
and Bubble Wrap.  Ideal 
for house move or storage.  
Free to uplift, Tarbert area.  
Telephone 07748 978666².

 MOBILE AND HOME 
TELEPHONES

GIGASET CORDLESS 
PHONE lots of features,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
562750².

 MOBILITY
WALKING FRAME 3 
wheeled with shopping 
bag,  £20 Telephone 
01631 562750².
WHEELCHAIR self pro-
pelled(wheel rims) slight-
ly rusty.  Free to a good 
home. Telephone 01631 
562750².

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

CASIO ELECTRIC 
CTK1200  Keyboard, 
complete with stand, Ca-
sio music book, Original 
box. Excellent,  £70 Tele-
phone 01852 314021.

HOHNER 
ACCORDION

Virtuola III, excellent 
condition, plays well.

£350ONO
Tel 07787 841307

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

DUNLOP GOLF CLUBS 
new and unused. Set of 
irons, metal woods and 
black stand bag, bargain 
at,  £70 Telephone 01631 
564578.

 PET ACCESSORIES
HAMSTER CAGE ham-
ster cage hardly used 
comes with water bottle, 
hide and mineral lick,  
£10 Telephone 01631 
562272.

JUWEL VISION 260 
AQUARIUM plus cabi-
net,  black ,120cm x 48 
cm X 140 cm.  Dual light-
ing ,silk plants and orna-
ments.  Good condition,  
£99 Telephone 01546 
605251.

 POULTRY
PULLETS Skye pure pul-
lets, black or brown.  Tele-
phone 01470 572213.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or by 
the box, ideal for copiers, 
lasers and fax machines. 
Contact Krisp Print.  Tele-
phone 01586 554975.
RAFFLE TICKETS For 
your prize draw, num-
bered and perforated to 
your requirements. From 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
FOLDABLE POOL TA-
BLE  BCE pool table,  
140cm x 70cm , folds 
upright for easy storage 
. Comes with cues and 
balls. Good condition.  £30 
Telephone 01546605251.

Photographic 
Orders

You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:
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PERSONAL NOTICES

Love from 
Mum, Kyle, 

Kern and Ruan
 x x x x 

Happy 21st 
Birthday 
Ewan

CELEBRATE 
A LOVED 

ONE’S 
BIRTHDAY 

WITH A 
PERSONAL 
NOTICE?

Call 01586 
554646  or  

01546 602345

TV SERVICES

MACQUEEN
BROS LTD

Removals/Storage 
& Self Storage
Full range of packing 

materials
Glengallan Road

Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

HOOK DATA 
SERVICES

•Hardware, Software
•Advice, Repairs
•Consumables

Crinan Harbour by 
Lochgilphead PA31 8SW
Tel: 01546 830157

Call in
or phone

COMPUTER SERVICES

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Roofl ine 
Fascias, Soffi ts & Gutters

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

SERVICE TO 
PROMOTE?

Call 01586 554646 
 or  01546 602345

THANK YOU
John Bannatyne would like to thank family, 

friends and neighbours for their visits, 
cards and telephone calls during his recent 

stay in hospital.  Grateful thanks also to 
Dr Lazarus and the medical staff at 

Campbeltown Hospital for their 
devoted care and attention.

www.facebook.com/argyllshireadvertiser
www.facebook.com/campbeltowncourier

like us on
facebook
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Thought for 
the Week
with Marilyn Shedden

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est. 1978Funeral Directors
& Monumental Suppliers

T.A.Blair LtdT.A.Blair Ltd
Funeral Directors

& Monumental Suppliers

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
Funerals carried out in Campbeltown, 

Kintyre and throughout the UK
For personal attention assured at all times
Telephone Alasdair, Kenneth or Rhys

(01586) 552918 or Mobile 07810 443473
blairfunerals@btinternet.com

Agents for

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited 
Limited on the one part and the Advertiser on the other part.  The 
Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and 
comply with the British Code of Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement 
by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether placed 

by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the 
Publisher before the publishing deadline, failing which, the publisher 
reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of 
the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and 
Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be 
settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the 
Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however caused) of publication or 
distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission 
in the printing of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the 
Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of 

the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or 
adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be 
made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract 
from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen 
days of publication.  In no circumstances shall the total liability of 
the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount 
of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability arose or the cost of a 
further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the 
Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or other charges falling 
upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal 
actions arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published in accordance with copy 

instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with 
the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 
days from the date of invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the 
due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a 
late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated 
as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our 
conditions.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
campbeltowncourier

www.facebook.com/
argyllshireadvertiser

FORD

COWAL INVERARAY

ACHNAMARA

Wild about Argyll workshop participants. 

Burns celebration at Achnamara Village Hall

Businesses
 are wild 
about Argyll
A WORKSHOP at Ben-
more Botanic Gardens 
to encourage businesses 
to take advantage of the 
wild and wonderful area 
they are based in was a 
success.

More than 16 busi-
nesses took part in the 
day-long event aimed at 
helping business own-
ers and staff to speak 
knowledgeably on what 
to see and do in the area.

Both land and marine 
tourism operators at-
tended the event to fi nd 
out more about how to 
attract tourists with an 
interest in wildlife. 

Talk on George 
Houston
MEMBERS of Mid Ar-
gyll history club heard 
about the life and work 
of artist George Houston 
at its latest meeting. 

The talk to Inveraray 
and District Historical 
Society took place in a 
packed Nicholl Hall on 
February 2 and was giv-
en by Alan McMillan. 

Alan gave an introduc-
tion to the work of Ayr-
shire-born George Hou-
ston and showed slides 
of his work. This var-
ied from pictures of his 
native Ayrshire to his 
adopted home of Argyll 
where he painted around 
Loch Fyne.

Dancers take to the � oor at a Burns supper

A BURNS supper was 
held at Achnamara Vil-
lage Hall to celebrate 
the life and work of the 
national bard. 

A traditional meal of 
haggis, neeps and tat-
ties was served by help-
ers. Before that, Ailsa 
Raeburn said the Sel-
kirk Grace and Beau 
Pettinger addressed the 
haggis. 

Once the meal had 
been eaten Graeme Pet-
tinger gave the immor-
tal memory and Pat Pet-
tinger sang some Burns 
songs. 

The toast to the las-
sies was given by Andy 
Grant and he met his 
match in Alka Foster’s 
reply and there was a 

ceilidh to end the night.
More than 40 people 

attended the event on 
January 30 raising near-
ly £200 for hall funds. 

WOMEN of the Scottish Women’s Institute (SWI) 
saw the return of a favourite guest speaker to their 
meeting last month.

Ford man Ken Hayes gave an entertaining talk on 
his photo cruise last year and it was so well received 
the group invited him back a second time.

This time Ken’s presentation featured pictures of 
his Las Vegas and Panama trip.

Secretary of Ford SWI Sue Grocock was along 
with him on his journey and was pictured with an 
ex-convict who had spent 60 years in Alcatraz pris-
on. 

Later on the Sheena Carmichael trophy for drop-
scones was won by Mavis Yuill and the competition 
for a handmade placemat was won by Kath Robin-
son at the event on February 2.

The next meeting takes place at Ford Village Hall 
on March 1. A talk will be given on adventures in 
gardening by Maurice Wilkins.

SWI takes trip round the Americas

I REALLY did not want to comment on the 
weather, but it seems that it is just so awful that 
it does warrant a small remark.

Dog walking is a challenge in the extreme, as 
the gales sweep across the stony remnants of 
what were beautiful sandy beaches.

The waves crash over our wellies and we do 
our best to keep our spirits up as horizontal sleet 
fi nds even the smallest chink in our armour.

Drying very soggy Rough Collies is a daunting 
task and bedraggled dogs look very displeased 
indeed.

To this end, we thought we would invest in 
doggy coats.

We thought about how the dogs would feel. 
Would they feel silly or inadequate, or would 
they be pleased of the comfort these coats would 
bring.

So we decided to try it and use all our canine 
psychology to bring confi dence.

We put on the coats and waited for a negative 
reaction.

To our amazement and delight, Jazz responded 
to the praise heaped on him about how handsome 
he looked.

Carys wasn’t so easily taken in, but did feel 
that it might just keep her hair in order.

So off we went in the storm.
Both collies seemed happy and we praised and 

encouraged them.
I thought of how easy it is to give praise, and 

what a positive impact that can have.
So often in life, we forget to offer encouragement 

and then people can feel inadequate and insecure.
A few words of praise can lift all our spirits and 

help us feel better about ourselves.
I just hope that the ‘real’ dogs out there 

working ‘naked’ in all weather, don’t make fun 
of our two.

And even if it’s not for them, they can be 
pleased that their friends are comfortable.

So, please Roy and Ben up on the hills at 
Beachmenach – not a word.
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NORTH KNAPDALE
PARISH CHURCH

Charity Number SC001002

Sunday 14 February
Inverlussa Church

Prayer meeting 10:30 am
Holy Communion 11:30 am

Monday 15 February
Tayvallich Church

Prayer meeting 10 am
All welcome

Enquiries 01546 606926
www.argyllcommunities.

org/nknapdalecofs

SPRINGBANK 
EVANGELICAL

CHURCH

75 Longrow, Campbeltown

Sunday 14 February 2016
11.00am Family

Communion Service 
Mr Gordon Cosgrove

Tuesday 16th February
10am - 12 noon

Coffe Morning restarts
All welcome
Wednesday

12.30pm at the Free Church
Joining in fellowship with 

Campbeltown Free Church for 
Prayer and Bible Study

For details, contact the church 
offi ce on 01586 551200 or the 

Church Secretary on 
0586 551237.

www.springbankchurch.co.uk  
SCO14646

SKIPNESS LINKED 
WITH TARBERT 
LOCHFYNE AND 

KILBERRY
CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

Sunday 14th February 2016
Skipness Service 10.00am

Mr Tom MacKay
Tarbert Service  11.30am

Kilberry Service  2pm
Rev Chris Brett

Kirk Session  
meets Tuesday 16th February

Tarbert Church  7.30pm
For all church enquiries and 

pastoral care
Contact Rev. Hilda Smith, Interim 

Moderator on 07826 235735
Everyone very welcome

Tarbert & Kilberry SCO02622
Skipness SCO04280

LOCHGILPHEAD 
PARISH CHURCH

Sunday 14th February  2016
11.00 am WORSHIP SERVICE

Rev. Hilda Smith
All Welcome 

Every Tuesday
1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Bumps, Babies and Toddlers
Every Wednesday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Drop-In Cafe

More info. at www.lpchurch.co.uk

SCO02493
Sunday 14th February 2016

The service will be held in the cur 
church at 11.15 am and will be 

conducted by Rev Chris Fulcher
Tuesday 16th February

There will be no Badminton Club on.
Wednesday 17th February

Board and Session Meeting in the 
church at 7.00pm

LORNE AND 
LOWLAND

PARISH CHURCH
Scottish Charity Number 

SCO11686

Sunday 14th February
Service 11.15am

Next Generation Triple C Creche
Rev P Wallace

Monday 15th February
Guild   New Hall 7.30pm

Kirk Session Meeting  
Session Room 7.30pm

Tuesday 16th February
Tiny Tots New Hall 9.45am

Boys’ Brigade
Anchor Boys 6.00pm
Junior Section 7.15pm

Church Hall

Thursday 18th February
Choir 7.30pm

Friday 19th February
Lunch Club 12.00 noon 

Lochgilphead
Baptist Church

All Welcome
Pastor Rev Derek Gibson

All Welcome
Sunday 14th February 2016 

Morning Service 11am
with communion

mainly music
Tuesdays at 10.15am

Jumpstart
Fridays from 10am

Scottish Charity SC015187

George Street, 
Campbeltown

Sunday 14th February
11.15am  Worship Service

Rev Finlay Mackenzie
4.00pm  Psalms Alive!

Community Psalm Singing

Wednesday 17th February
12.30pm 

Bible Study and Prayer
All Welcome

www.campbeltownfreechurch.co.uk
Scottish Charity Number: SCO09980

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND
WEST LOCHFYNESIDE
Sunday 14th February 2016

Cumlodden Lochfyneside and 
Lochgair

Charity No. SC016097
Minister:

Rev. Dr. Roderick D. M. Campbell
 Morning Service 

in Cumlodden Church at 10 am
Glenaray and Inveraray 

Charity No. SC016665
Morning Service in Inveraray 

Church at 11.30 am
Seirbheis Ghàidhlig

Monthly Gaelic Service
in Lochgair Church at 3 pm

All Welcome 

Scottish Episcopal 
Churches

Everyone Welcome
Christ Church

Bishopton Road, Lochgilphead
(SC013787)

Sundays 11.00 am 
Eucharist & Coffee 

St Columba’s, Poltalloch,
(SC031391)

1st Sunday of the month 
9.00am Holy Communion
3rd Sunday of the month 

3.30pm Evensong 
Father Simon Mackenzie

01546 602315

Burnside Street, Campbeltown
01586 552046

Sunday Services
10.30am Morning Worship

Army Kidz
6.30pm Evening Worship

Tuesday
Lunch Club - 12.15pm
Home League - 1.30pm

Wednesday
7.00 pm Make and Munch 

Craft Group
Thursday

7.30pm Bible Study

All welcome

Campbeltown Corps
Church and Community Centre

ST MARGARET’S 
R.C. CHURCH
LOCHGILPHEAD

Holy Mass Sunday 10am
ALL SAINTS, INVERARAY
Holy Mass Sunday 12.30pm

ST KIERAN’S CAMPBELTOWN
Saturday 5pm Fr. David Connor

01546 602380 
All Welcome (SCO002876)

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND
GLASSARY 

KILMARTIN 
and FORD 
PARISH 

CHURCH
Sunday 14th February 2016

Morning Worship
Glassary 10.00 am
with Communion

 All welcome
SC0 02121

Sunday Service
11.00 am

with Sunday School
followed by refreshments

Pastor Chris Holden 

mainly music
10.00 – 11.30 am

every Thursday (term time only)
Registration required

We meet at the Guide Hall, 
Kinloch Road

www.campbeltowncommunitychurch.co.uk

SC043322

CHURCH OF 
SCOTLAND

ARDRISHAIG
AND

SOUTH KNAPDALE
PARISHES

“It is good to sing praises 
to our God”

Sunday 14th February
Services

in
Ardrishaig at 11:00am
Achahoish at 12:30pm

Argyll Street, Campbeltown
St Kiaran Episcopal Church: 

Campbeltown
Scottish Charity No SC023277

Sunday 14th February 
First Sunday of Lent

Holy Communion 10.45am
Details of services are on the 

church door.
Enquiries Tel: 01586 551141

The Scottish Episcopal Church 
is a Province of the Worldwide 

Anglican Communion

LIVING STONES 
CHRISTIAN 

CENTRE
KILMARTIN 

Sunday 14th February 2016
11.00am

Worship Service for all ages
followed by a light lunch

SPEAKER: George Stewart
‘With healing in His wings’

THURSDAY  18th 
February 2016

7.30pm
(Please note change of time)

Prayer, Word and Sharing
All Welcome

GRAHAM  
Peter and Louise are 

delighted to announce the 
safe arrival of Darroch 
Alexander Graham, on 

January 23, 2016 at Royal 
Prince Alfred Hospital, 

Sydney, Australia.  A fi rst 
grandchild for Agnes 

Graham, Campbeltown and 
Hendrie Graham, formerly 

Campbeltown, and fi rst 
grandson for Irene and the 

late Robin McIlchere.

TEXT
FOR THE WEEK

‘If anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation; the old has gone, 

the new has come!’ 
(2 Corinthians 5:17).

BIRTHS

ENGAGEMENTS
FRASER - CAMERON 
- Both families are 
delighted to announce the 
engagement of Elaine, 
daughter of Patty and 
the late Alasdair, Cleish, 
Kinross and Thomas, son 
of Thomas and Mary, 
Gartvaigh, Southend.

DEATHS
DEANS - Suddenly 
at home, 148 Davaar 
Avenue, Campbeltown, 
on February 2, 2016, 
Archibald Paterson Deans, 
in his 76th year, dearly 
beloved husband of the 
late Margaret Martin, 
dearly beloved father of 
Archie and a much loved 
brother and uncle.
MCLEAN - Peacefully, 
at Ardfenaig Care Home, 
Ardrishaig, on February 
10, 2016, Margaret 
Elizabeth (Betty), in her 

97th year, beloved wife 
of the late Thomas, dear 
mother of Graham and 
mother-in-law of Jean, 
and a much loved granny, 
great granny and great 
great granny.  Service 
will take place at Living 
Stones Christian Centre, 
Kilmartin, on Monday, 
February 15 at 12.00 noon, 
thereafter to Achnabreac 
Cemetery.
MCMILLAN - Peacefully, 
at the Campbeltown 
Hospital, on February 9, 
2016, Mary McMillan, in 
her 103rd year, Flemings 
Land, Campbeltown, 
dearly beloved daughter 
of the late Alexander and 
Isabella McMillan and a 
dearly loved sister, aunt, 
great aunt and great, 
great aunt.  Service will 
take place in the Lorne 
and Lowland Church, on 
Thursday, February 18, 
2016 at 1.00pm, funeral 
thereafter to Kilkerran 
Cemetery. Friends please 
accept this intimation and 
invitation.
MCSPORRAN - 
Peacefully, at the 
Campbeltown Hospital, on 
February 6, 2016, Charles 
Stalker McSporran, in 
his 77th year, 1 Killean 
Place, George Street, 
Campbeltown, dearly 
beloved husband of 
Elizabeth MacMaster 
and a much loved father, 
grandfather and great 
grandfather.
SELFRIDGE - On 
February 3, 2016, 
suddenly but peacefully, 
at the Golden Jubilee 
Hospital, Clydebank, 
David (Davy) Simpson 
Selfridge, aged 68 years, 
beloved husband of 
Angela, much loved father 
of Laura, Claire and David, 
a dearly loved grandfather 
of Kali and Jasmine and 
a dear brother and uncle. 
Funeral service was held at 
Ardrishaig Parish Church, 
on February 11, interment 
thereafter at Achnabreac 
Cemetery.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

CAMERON - The 
family of the late Isobel 
Cameron would like to 
thank all relatives, friends, 
neighbours and colleagues 
for their kind expressions 
of sympathy and support 
given at this sad time.  
Particular thanks to the 
staff of Glenaray Ward 
for the wonderful care 
that our mum received. 
Thanks also to Rev David 
Carruthers for a lovely 
service, to Roddy and Fiona 
of Donald MacDonald 
Funeral Directors for their 
guidance throughout the 
whole process, and to the 
Grey Gull Inn for excellent 
purvey. Finally, our thanks 
to all who attended at church 
and graveside to pay their 
respects.
NAPIER - The family of 
the late Willie Napier would 
like to thank family, friends 
and neighbours for their kind 
expressions of sympathy, 
fl owers, cards and letters 
following their sad loss.  
They would especially like 
to thank Ann Parkhouse for 
her help and kindness to 
Anne during Willie’s illness, 
and for her continued 
support.  Thanks also to Dr 
Ireland and the district and 
Macmillan nurses for their 
help during Willie’s time 
at home and to the nursing 
teams at the Mid Argyll and 
Royal hospitals.  A special 
thanks to Catriona Hood for 
her very touching service, 
which was appreciated 
by the family.  The retiral 
collection on behalf of the 
Macmillan Nurses, Kintyre 
Locality amounted to £410.

IN MEMORIAMS
BROWN - In loving 
memory of our dear 
daughter and sister, Sharon 
Fiona, died February 12, 
1993.
Forever and always in our 
thoughts.
- Mum, Dad, sister and 
brothers.

CAMPBELL - Bunty, 
passed away February 14, 
2009.
Sadly missed but not 
forgotten.
- Ivor, Christine, Shauna, 
Robert and great 
grandchildren.
COLVILLE - Fond 
memories of Robert, who 
died February 14, 2013.
- Doreen, Jean, Betty, 
Lynsey, Lorraine and 
families.
DAVIES - Robert. In 
memory of a loving 
husband, dad, father-in-
law and granddad, died 
February 13, 2015.
We miss you lots. 
- From Ivy and family.
SCOTT - A note of 
remembrance for Gavin, 
who recently would 
have turned sixty. Sadly 
he passed away in the 
summertime. He left us 
far too soon. He loved 
Ardrishaig and his ashes 
are scattered at a favourite 
spot in Mid Argyll. Happy 
Birthday Dad, we’re all 
thinking of you.
SHAW - In loving 
memory of my dear 
mother (Chrisy), who died 
February 17, 2011.
Deeply missed,
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- John.
THOMPSON – Tommy, 
went to sleep February 
15, 2007. A much loved 
husband, dad and grandad.
Too dearly loved to ever 
be forgotten.
- Your loving wife Rene, 
your son Scott, your girls 
Senga and Maureen, and 
families at home and 
away.
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FRIDAY March 15, 
2002 was cold and damp 
on Gigha, with a gusty 
wind shoving squalls 
of icy rain across the is-
land. Nothing of this, 
however, dulled the en-
thusiasm of islanders 
and others who, that 
day, witnessed a cere-
mony not seen in Scot-
land for several centu-
ries – one intended to 
give symbolic signif-
icance to the moment 
when ownership of 
Gigha was acquired, not 
by another of the absen-
tee landlords who had 
so long presided over is-
land affairs, but by is-
landers themselves.

What that ceremo-
ny consisted of was ex-
plained a year later 
by its restorer, Simon 
Fraser, when,  on a hill-
side above Loch Sea-
forth, another crowd 
braved similarly rough 
weather to be on hand 
when the 55,000-acre 
North Harris Estate was 
formally taken over by 
its residents.

‘From time imme-
morial,’ Simon said on 
that occasion, ‘it was 
the custom and the law 
of Scotland that, when 
a new owner was giv-
en possession of land...
stone and earth of that 
land would be handed 
to the new owner. This 
ceremony was known as 
giving sasine. Through 
time... the ceremony of 
sasine was abolished. 
However, it was re-
vived in Gigha last year 
and we are now going 
to bring it back to the 
Western Isles.’

Turning to North Har-
ris’s David Cameron, as 
he had done to Gigha’s 
Willie McSporran 12 
months earlier, Simon 
gave David a piece of 
rock, a lump of turf. 

‘I hereby deliver into 
your hands,’ he said, 
‘stone and earth of this 

of North Harris in all 
time coming.’

In those words, and 
in the actions accom-
panying them, there is 
much of Simon Fraser. 
There is a profound 
sense of history. There 
is recognition of the ep-
och-making importance 
of the sort of communi-
ty ownership Simon did 
so much to bring about 
in North Harris, Gigha 
and many more places. 
There is reverence for 
the forms of Scots Law 
and an appreciation of 
the way that law – so of-
ten an instrument of op-
pression and exploita-
tion – can be a means of 
securing justice, libera-
tion, progress.

Champions
As was recognised 

across the Highlands 
and islands, Simon 
Fraser’s death last week 
deprived the cause of 
land reform, and the 
cause of community 
ownership in particu-
lar, of one of its greatest 
champions. 

That helps account for 
the strength of feeling 
evident in tributes post-
ed on land trust web-
sites and on social me-
dia more generally. But 
to speak with people in 
any one of the widely 
separated localities af-
fected by Simon’s pass-
ing is at once to become 
aware that folk feel they 

have lost more than a 
valued adviser and con-
fi dant. They have lost a 
warmly regarded friend.

Recalling a man to 
whom he became very 
close, former Highland 
Council leader Michael 
Foxley describes Simon 
as a family man who, 
with his wife Ann, raised 
four children, Alasdair, 
Simon, Cara and Anna, 
of whom their father, 
Michael says, was ‘im-
mensely proud’. 

Affection
Michael talks too of 

times spent with Simon 
at his home at Callanish 
in Lewis and at Moling-
inis in North Harris – a 
place that, as everybody 
who knew him knows, 
Simon spoke of with the 
deepest of affection. 

‘Simon rebuilt a ru-
ined croft house at Mo-
linginis,’ Michael says. 
‘There he took his chil-
dren, his nephews, niec-
es and friends, includ-
ing me and my sons. 
It’s a magical spot. No 
phones, no emails – just 
the hissing of a Tilley 
lamp and the crack-
ling of a wood-burning 
stove. A place to walk, 
fi sh, catch lobsters – and 
put the world to rights 
while looking out over 
the Shiants.’

Contribution
Like John Watt who, 

when heading HIE’s 
Community Land Unit, 
worked closely with Si-
mon Fraser in Gigha 
and elsewhere, Mi-
chael Foxley insists on 
Simon’s key contribu-
tion to making com-
munity ownership the 

now widespread real-
ity it has become. ‘No 
matter how much sup-
port community owner-
ship had on the ground,’ 
Michael says, ‘no matter 
how much backing we 
got from politicians, the 
public, the media, we’d 
never have succeeded 
without someone who 
was always on top of the 
legalities and never less 
than two moves ahead 
of the other side in any 
negotiation. That some-
one was Simon Fraser.’

Simon’s involvement 
with community owner-
ship began in 1989 when 
the then Conservative 
government offered to 
transfer ownership of its 
crofting estates on Skye 
and Raasay to crofting 
communities on those 
estates. 

Lawyer
Simon, already a 

well-established lawyer 
with Anderson Macar-
thur, Stornoway, was 
a member of the team 
commissioned by the 
Scottish Crofters Un-
ion (SCU) and the High-
lands and Islands Devel-
opment Board to look 
into possibilities arising 
from the government 
offer – his remit being 
to devise the means by 
which crofters might 
best manage the land 
they lived on.

In the event, the gov-
ernment’s Raasay and 
Skye tenants rejected 
community ownership, 
and the documentation 
setting out how such 
ownership might take 
shape was according-
ly fi led away in Simon’s 
Stornoway offi ce. 

But it was brought out 
again in June 1992 when 
Simon got a call from 
Achmelvich crofter Bill 
Ritchie. 

At a meeting called 
by the SCU’s Assynt 
branch, Ritchie ex-
plained, it had been 
agreed that crofters on 
the North Lochinver Es-
tate, then just advertised 
for sale by its Swedish 
owners, should try to 
buy the property. Would 
Simon act for them? 
Yes, he would.

There followed a six-
month saga during 
which the newly formed 
Assynt Crofters Trust 
confronted obstacle af-
ter obstacle while, amid 
nationwide publicity, 

Simon Fraser. 

Simon Fraser - lawyer and land reformer

land, and in so doing 
give unto the North Har-
ris Trust true and law-
ful sasine of these whole 
lands of North Harris, 
from the low tide of the 
sea to the highest moun-
tain tops, ab caelo usque 
ad centrum, to be held 
on behalf of the people 

doing something croft-
ers had never done be-
fore – bidding, in the 
open market, for the sort 
of estate where faraway 
landlord had previously 
succeeded faraway land-
lord without it occurring 
to anyone that affected 
residents should have 
any say in who owned 
the land around them.

‘Simon was critical to 
what we were about,’ 
Bill Ritchie recalls. 
‘Night after night he 
folded that big frame of 
his into a bunk bed made 
for one of our boys. Day 
after day he got on qui-
etly, confi dently, reas-
suringly with what were 
immensely complex and 
diffi cult negotiations. 
What I remember most 
is the sheer presence of 
the man. Soft-spoken, 
gentle in his manner. 
But never wavering in 
his belief that it could be 
done or in his commit-
ment to making it hap-
pen.’

Successes
From the eventual vic-

tory of the Assynt Croft-
ers Trust, there followed 
the continuing series 
of other successes that 
have taken more than 
500,000 acres into com-
munity ownership.

Of these, perhaps, 
none meant more to Si-
mon Fraser than what 
was accomplished in 
Eigg, where the island’s 
absentee proprietors had 
long been at logger-
heads with islanders and 
where Simon – whose 
role in winning the com-
munity ownership se-
cured in 1997 was every 
bit as crucial as in As-
synt – will always be 
remembered with great 
fondness by Maggie Fy-
ffe and her Isle of Eigg 
Heritage Trust col-
leagues.

Leadership
‘Simon had so much 

leadership ability,’ says 
John Hutchison, the 
Eigg Trust’s recently 
retired chairman. ‘He 
made everyone involved 
feel we were engaged in 
something truly trans-
formational. I remem-
ber him saying on the 
day Eigg’s ownership 
passed to its people: 
‘The purchase of this is-
land by the communi-
ty is one in the eye for 
everything mean-spirit-
ed or self-serving’.’

Following the death last week of Simon Fraser, 
historian Professor Jim Hunter re� ects on this 
Lewis lawyer’s huge contribution to the cause of 
community ownership

THE LATEST in a series of reports from 
Benmore Gardens, Dunoon, reveals that 
2016 has got off to a very wet start.

There was only one day no precipitation 
was measured and the monthly total was 
up by 45 per cent on the seasonal average. 

The total rainfall for the month was 16 
millimetres. There was also snow and 
sleat on eight days in January, with hail on 
two days. 

The number of days with air frost was 
down by 70 per cent. The number of days 
with ground frost was about average, but 
they were light frosts.

Average minimum temperatures saw a 
big increase of an average of 2.9 degrees 
to 2.3 degrees while average maximum 
temperature was up by a more modest 0.7 
degrees to 7.5 degrees.

Weather report 
from Benmore 

Benmore Gardens, Dunoon.



27NEWSARGYLLSHIRE ADVERTISER, Friday 12 February, 2016 www.argyllshireadvertiser.co.uk

A CAMPBELTOWN 
junior badminton play-
er had a smashing time 
when she won the Ar-
gyll and Bute Primary 
Championships for the 
second year running.

Jane Scott beat fel-
low Campbeltown play-
er Jennifer McMurchy 
in the fi nal, while Arro-
char boy Logan Moffatt 
won the boy’s title for 
the fi rst time. 

Almost 40 competitors 
from primary schools 
across Argyll and Bute 
took part in this year’s 
tournament last Satur-
day in Victoria Hall, 
Campbeltown.

Pupils had travelled 
from Arrochar and Oban 
to participate against lo-
cal players.

Jane Scott went on to 
win the girl’s doubles 
with her partner Jennifer 
McMurchy having been 
runners up last year.

Logan Moffatt part-

nered Sonny Scott from 
Glenbarr in the boy’s 
doubles winning a close 
match against Jordan 
Todd from Campbel-
town and Euan Dott 
from Peninver.

Euan Dott partnered 
Jennifer McMurchy to 
win the mixed doubles 
for the fi rst time, nar-
rowly defeating Jane 
Scott and Sonny Scott in 
the fi nal.

Many of the games 
were keenly contest-
ed and at the end of the 
day former Campbel-
town badminton play-
er Tommy MacPher-
son presented the prizes 
to: Girls’ Singles - Win-
ner - Jane Scott (Camp-
beltown) Runner-up- 
Jennifer McMurchy 
(Campbeltown); Boy’s 
Singles - Winner - Lo-
gan Moffat (Arrochar)
Runner-up-Euan Dott 
(Campbeltown); Girls’ 
Doubles - Winners - 
Jane Scott and Jennifer 
McMurchy (Campbel-
town); Runners-up-So-
phie Durnin and 
Christina McTaggart 
(Campbeltown); Boys’ 

Primary pupils serve to win 
at badminton championships

Doubles - Winners – Lo-
gan Moffat (Arrochar) 
and Sonny Scott (Glen-
barr); Runners-up - Jor-
dan Todd and Euan Dott 
(Campbeltown); Mixed 
Doubles - Winners - 
Jennifer McMurchy and 
Euan Dott (Campbel-
town) and Runners-up- 
Jane Scott (Campbel-
town ) and Sonny Scott 
(Glenbarr).

For further pictures see 
page 26.

Logan Mo� att in action in the boy’s doubles. 
25_c07badminton07

Sonny Scott from Glenbarr � nds the net in a 
round of the boy’s doubles. 25_c07badminton05

Boy’s singles runner-
up Euan Do�  from 
Campbeltown. 25_c07badminton06

Girls’ singles winner 
Jane Scott in action. 
25_c07badminton13

Left: Logan Mo� att 
from Arrochar on his 
way to winning the 
boys’ singles.
25_c07badminton11

SPOT THE BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1400

All you have to do
We have removed the football from the photograph opposite.  Now look 
carefully at the position of the players and use your skill and judgement 
to place a cross at the exact point where you think the centre of the ball 
was.  You may have a maximum of 10 attempts on this coupon at a cost 
of £1. If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons.  The game starts with a jackpot of £250 and will increase by 
£50 per week until it is won outright.
To win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact centre 
of the ball.
Entry will be void if crosses overlap. Prizes will be shared between 
those submitting correct entries.
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will be 
awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be awarded 
that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 10 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to reach "Spot the Ball" 
Competition, The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & 
Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE by 4pm on Tuesday. 
No refunds will be given for entries received after the deadline. You may 
hand it into The Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown 
by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, mislaid 
or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The company’s decision will be final on all matters relating to the 
competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The final 
decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be shared 
equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding the awarding 
of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and void 
at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund of the price of 
the coupon to any person who has entered the competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate relatives and any 
persons otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 10 crosses (tick box)  The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 10, but you 
may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide 
by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Ten crosses may be put on this coupon 
for £1. Crosses must not overlap Send to ‘Spot the Ball’ Competition, Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, 
Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LAST 
WEEK’S 
BALL 
WAS 
HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

I Robertson
Davaar Avenue
Campbeltown

A Rae
Mavisbank Ave
Falkirk

Name ...................................................................................................................
Address ...............................................................................................................
.......................................................................... Tel No. .......................................

Please 
tape your 

£1 coin here
(if posting)

Please ensure when cutting out your coupon that the reference targets are intact. Failure to do so may invalidate your entry.
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NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

IT WAS a busy - and a 
wet -  weekend for Tar-
bert Gun Club.

Last Saturday saw 
Craig Samborek along 
with his friends and 
family enjoying a day of 
shooting at Barmore, all 
in aid of the Scottish Air 
Ambulance Service.

With some cash still 
to come in, the shooters 
had raised in excess of 
£400 for the charity.

The rain that drenched 
Saturday’s crackshots 

A LOCAL sports club 
aims to encourage 
youngsters into athletics 
by giving them a chance 
to train and compete. 

Mid Argyll Athlet-
ics Club caters for chil-
dren aged from seven to 
17 with regular training 
sessions and opportuni-
ties to compete in are-
nas. 

The club has been run-
ning for more than 30 
years and has supported 
local children to realise 
their sporting potential.

At one of their regular 
Monday night sessions, 
coach Bill MacCallum 
and his team of volun-
teers keep a watchful 
eye and give instruction 
on a variety of different 
track and fi eld sports.

Bill said: ‘We usually 
have about 50 coming to 
the primary session and 
about 30 to the second-

YOUNG Mid Argyll 
athletes competed in 
Glasgow’s Emirates 
Arena recently as part of 
the national under 12s 
superteam competition.  

A total of 12 Mid Ar-
gyll Athletics Club 
members competed at 
the event on February 
6 with two girls’ teams 
and one boys’ team tak-
ing part.

The girls A team came 
14 out of 55 teams. This 
was thanks to Eilidh 
Cameron and Kirsten 
Blair running under 10 
seconds in the 60 me-
tres with times of 9.80 
and 9.82 respectively. 
Eilidh, Kirsten and Iris 
MacMillan all jumped 
over 3metres in the high 
jump.

The boys’ team was 
made up of Ruaridh 

Dunadd shinty 
ladies in action
YOUNG members of 
Dunadd women’s shinty 
team took part in a tour-
nament in Fort William 
recently. 

Iona McCulloch, Eil-
ish Malcolm, Anna Air-
lie, and Iona McNicol 
were joined by Deborah 
Cameron from the Glen 
Urquhart team to make 
up the fi ve-a-side team.

At the tournament on 
February 6 the team 
played against some 
more experienced sides 
including eventual win-
ners Skye. 

KILMORY Camanachd Club’s winning lottery 
numbers are 1, 4 and 20. E MacDonald was the 
lucky winner of £1,000. Next week’s jackpot is 
£100.

Tarbert Football Club’s lucky lottery numbers are 
5, 7 and 12. There were no winners and next week’s 
jackpot is £400.

Inveraray Shinty Club’s winning lottery numbers 
are 10, 12 and 17. There were no winners and next 
week’s jackpot goes up to £900.  

ary session.’ 
He explained they 

were a bit lower on 
numbers at this session 
which was probably due 
to a number of members 
competing at the under 
12s superteam competi-
tion at the Emirates Are-
na in Glasgow the day 
before.

Members of the club 
get a chance to try dif-
ferent sports with high 
jump, running, shot-put 
and triple jump stations 
being set up. 

‘We don’t often do tri-
ple jump but we thought 
we’d try it tonight,’ ex-
plained Bill.

There is a variety of 
sports to try at club 
nights which take place 
at Lochgilphead Sports 
Centre between 6.30 
and 7.30pm for prima-
ry children and 7.30 to 
8.30pm for secondary 

Hardy shooters brave weekend deluge
Craig Samborek’s charity shooters � nd shelter on Saturday. 

continued into the fol-
lowing day, Sunday, 
for the February win-
ter league team shoot. 
So wet was it that club 
president, Brian Baird, 
harboured thoughts 
about cancelling the 
day’s shooting. But the 
sight of competitors ar-
riving, after having trav-
elled from places such 
as Glasgow and Dum-
barton, convinced him 
otherwise.

In all, a very healthy 

total of 50 shooters, or 
10 lines, took their plac-
es for the event - and the 
rain continued to fall.

Ally McDonnell came 
out as top shot for the 
day and, with one shoot 
to go this season, Bri-
an Baird’s team remain 
top of the league. Spe-
cial mention, however, 
to 13-year-old Matthew 
Peden, who beat many 
more experienced com-
petitors to win his class.

Results: Class A: 1 Ally 

McDonnell, 2 Bob Mc-
Coll, 3 John Paton.Class 
B: 1 Niall Wilson, 2 Roy 
Laird. Class C: 1 Archie 
MacGilp, 2 Lynn Mac-
Donald, 3 Jonathan Gar-
gan. Class D: 1 Bill Bid-
mead, 2 Jack Campbell, 
3 Lorne Harvey. Class 
E: 1 Matthew Peden, 2 
John Winnard, 3 Archie 
Currie. Top team: Brian 
Baird, Niall Wilson, Ar-
chie MacGilp, Stephen 
MacSporran and John 
Winnard.

Mid Argyll athletes compete 
in superteam competition

Three teams of four competed in Glasgow. 

Green, Logan Allan, 
Murray MacDonald 
and Lewis MacArthur. 
They came 21st out of 
54 teams and Ruaridh 
placed highly in the long 
jump, jumping 3.29 me-
tres, and the shot putt, 
throwing 5.64 metres. 
Murray was the fast-
est Mid Argyll boy run-
ning 60 metres in 9.61 
seconds. The girl’s B 
team were placed 38 
out of 55. Drew Buck-
ley placed highly in the 
shot putt with a throw 
of 4.6 metres. She and 
Amy Anderson record-
ed a similar time of 10.5 
seconds for the 60 metre 
sprint.  The boys contest 
was won by Cumber-
nauld and the girls con-
test won by Giffnock 
North AC.

Mid Argyll Athletics 

club coach Bill MacCal-
lum said: ‘This national 
competition was a great 

experience, not just for 
the young athletes com-
peting in the big arena, 

but also for the support-
ive parents who provid-
ed transport on the day. ’

Dunadd shinty team. 
a07dunadd01

Sports club lotteries

Youngsters practice their shot-put. 06_a07sports06

Youngsters on track 
to take up athletics


