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CHRISTMAS is a time of celebration, 

for people to get together, to rekindle 

friendships, to take time out of the hurly 

burly of life.

Giving a gift is an act of generosity 

between one person and another. 

person feels about another can often be 

and family to use this fabulous gift guide 

to make sure they have all the possibilities 

of getting it right.

While some people like socks, others 

might be offended. In some cultures it is 

believed that a gift should be something 

that delights, inspires and can be enjoyed.

That is why giving something that can be 

eaten, drunk, read or pampers can be 

delightful for the recipient of the gift.

But remember, at the end of the day, it’s 

the thought that counts.

Something
   Special

2 Queens Park Place - OBAN - Argyll - PA34 5RS
Tel. 01631 562071 www.ionashop.com

Real diamonds 
in every design...

“Hogmanay 

in Oban is 

locals and 

passed and 

year ahead.  

60-second 

record!”

Gregor King, 

Oban
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“I think the 

markets, fairs 

and festivals 

help to bring 

life into our 

town and 

villages.

I know  town 

centre 

businesses 

struggle to 

compete 

with internet 

shopping and 

retail parks etc 

as well as the 

effects of the 

recession, and 

the arrival of a 

Christmas craft 

fair or festival 

creates a buzz 

and draws 

people in. 

I love shopping 

in that kind of 

atmosphere.”

Ellen Morton, 

deputy leader 

Argyll and Bute 

council

BIG BEAUTIFUL BOOKS 
FOR YOU TO TREASURE
THIS CHRISTMAS FROM BIRLINN

 

Birlinn Limited       For more information visit  
www.birlinn.co.uk

THE GLENDALE 
BARDS 

The Ninth Wave 
Carla Lamont

£20

A Chasm 
of Time 
Patricia 
Andrew

£30 

Niall MacLeòid, Iain Dubh
and Dòmhnall nan Òran £25
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STRUGGLING 
WITH FUEL BILLS 

THIS WINTER?
Contact ALIenergy for free 

advice, support and help 

with insulation and energy 

Phone 01631 565183 

 Cosy for 
Christmas

Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house

Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,

In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there;



Thursday 20 November, 2014 COSY FOR CHRISTMAS 5Festive Times

wine on the stove.

serious conditions.

“I love the 

Christmas 

lights switch-on 

and the fairs 

and festivals 

that take place. 

There is a great 

atmosphere 

created 

and people 

generally seem 

to be in good 

spirits. Some of 

our towns look 

magical when 

the lights are 

on for instance, 

Inveraray 

always looks 

great as you 

approach it 

from the bridge 

and the lights 

in the water, 

and last year 

McCaig’s Tower 

in Oban looked  

incredible 

with the new 

illumination 

scheme.”

Ellen Morton, 

deputy leader 

Argyll and Bute 

council

West Highland 
Gas Ltd.

Put some                   in your life
LPG gas, cookers and heaters

ALSO
Wood briquettes, pellets, coal, 

peat logs & kindling

Deliveries direct 
to your door

ORDER NOW - CALL

01631 564050
Torrangorm Industrial Est., Oban

Outlets in Oban, Lochgilphead, Isle of Mull, Dunoon, Fort William

www.argyllresources.co.uk
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1. Use tin foil. One way 

to prevent unnecessary 

heat loss from radiators, 

particularly on those 

attached to external walls, 

aluminium foil behind the 

radiator. 

2. Thick curtains are one of 

the main ways to protect 

a house from losing heat 

through the windows. 

Close curtains as soon 

as dusk falls will 

maximise a  

house’s potential to retain 

heat.

3. It’s important to try to 

use as much natural - and 

free - heat as possible, so 

let in the sunlight. 

4. Stop heat being lost up 

the chimney. It’s now fairly 

that are merely decorative. If 

consider a chimney balloon.

5. Draught excluders are 

one lesson people can 

learn from previous 

generations. The 

almost anything 

from rice and lentils 

to gravel.

6. Clear radiators. Try 

and avoid placing large 

pieces of furniture in 

front of them.

7. Putting a shelf above the 

radiator, especially for high 

ceilings, this can also help 

channel the warmth.

Floors account for as much 

as 10 per cent of heat loss if 

they’re not insulated.

9. Insulating the whole 

house professionally. 

or those who privately rent 

a home, may be eligible for 

help with energy-saving 

home improvements under 

the Energy Companies 

Obligation (ECO) - a 

government energy 

10. Setting timers on heating 

is important. If it’s very cold, 

the timer should be set to 

switch the heating on earlier, 

rather than turning the 

thermostat up to warm the 

house rapidly.

Ten tips for a cosy homeIn the bleak midwinter
For wood, 

pellets, logs, 
kindling and 
briquettes. 

Delivered and 
unloaded. 

Stock up for the 
holiday season

www.argyllwoodfuels.com 
01631 563271

Argyll Woodfuels

C. Hodge Fencing
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Roddy’s 
Garage

Electronic Diagnostics, Oban

15 Mill Lane, Oban PA34 4HA
Rmacisaac06@aol.com
www.roddysgarage.co.uk
01631 565882

Quality repairs at affordable prices
Try us we won’t disappoint you!

Local Services

Because children’s lives are never just black and white

Do you have a few hours to spare to support 
a vulnerable local child or young person?

Please contact Cathi Bertin 

01546 603144  or 07918601567
PO BOX 9576, Lochgilphead, PA31 9BB

www.befriendersforchildren.co.uk

Carpet Services OBAN
Top Quality Carpets and Vinyl!

Roll Remnants !
Unbeatable Choice !

The Best Service !
Tel: 01631 563684

Email: 
carpetservoban@btconnect.com

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367

Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll
Christmas and New Year call outs

www.aandbel.co.uk
ABEL Drainage & Groundworks

EVEN IN the midst of holiday cheer, it’s time to look ahead to a clean and 

organized New Year-past the clutter of Christmas Past.

Ready to swing into the coming year from a clutter-free home and a clean car? 

Try these year-end tips to cut clutter and start the New Year on an organized 

note.

Observe Oosouji

In Japan, clearing dirt, clutter and the disorganization from the old year is an 

integral part of Japanese New Year tradition. Because each year is seen as 

decluttering and organizing.

the dirt from the old year creates a clean state of mind to welcome the New Year, 

Sort Before You Stow

and store them for the following year- but too often, there’s a sense of  sling 

it in there and worry about it later  when it comes to putting away Christmas 

ornaments, holiday linens and outdoor lighting.

This year, pay it forward: sort and declutter holiday decorations, linens and 

specialty cooking items as you store them. 

Cut the non-working, the tattered, and the tired from the herd as you put 

away holiday decorations. Has-been decor items can be recycled or donated; 

stained linens can be repurposed as cleaning cloths.

Streamline holiday decorating next year: sort before you stow

Car Valet

This is the opportunity to get the car zooped up or cleaned out to match all 

the other wonderful and beautiful areas of homes.

Freshly painted

paint - it needn’t be as stressful as imagined with all the gadgets in the market 
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Manor House 
Hotel & Restaurant

For a special present 
at Christmas give a 

Manor House
Gift Voucher

Overlooking the harbour

01631 562087
www.manorhouseoban.com

STARTERS
Minestrone Soup (v)
Duo of Smoked 
Salmon
Chicken Liver Pate
Grilled Goats 
Cheese (v)
Chicken Caesar 
Salad

MAIN COURSES
Turkey Breast 
Roulade
Pan Fried Salmon 
Andaluz
Roasted Loin of Cod
Venison Casserole
Scottish Sirloin 
Steak (£5 supplement)
Festive Risotto (v)

DESSERTS
Tiramisu
Crème Brulee
Pannacotta Trio
Chocolate & 
Amaretto Mouse
Luxury Sorbet
Christmas Pudding

CHRISTMAS 
DINNER MENU

3 COURSES

£25.00  

BOOKING NECESSARY!
PLEASE CONTACT 01631 570347

The Olive Garden creates a warm,  friendly and relaxed 
atmosphere with great food and service.

Festive menu available throughout December
BOOK NOW for our Christmas party nights.

Resident DJ on 12th, 13th, 19th & 20th December.

Come and celebrate the Festive season in style!

www.theolivegardenoban.co.uk

Dining out in O
THERE is the possibility of travelling the world and not being 
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THE HAWTHORN RESTAURANT, BENDERLOCH

“A hidden gem”
Festive Lunches served from 12th December

Christmas Day Lunch £39.95 per person 
Hogmanay Supper Menu from 

£19.95 per person

BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN!

Booking recommended 

 Call us on 01631 720777 

WINTER OPENING HOURS: THURSDAY - SUNDAY 
(UNTIL END OF DECEMBER) 

LUNCH 12-2PM, DINNER 5.30-8.30PM

Oban

“Oban is great 

for Christmas 

shopping - 

particularly 

food and drink 

- and great 

for Christmas 

eating.”

Michael Russell, 

MSP Argyll and 

Bute

Don’t miss our free shortbread giveaway in the Oban Times this week
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There are also the 

delicious drinks. 

Locally brewed beers 

and distilled whisky 

that are simply 

second to none.

Although we don’t 

always agree with 

what they say...a 

quick glance at web 

review sites shows 

the quality and 

customer experience 

in Oban is second to 

none.

So this year, why 

not allow one of the 

in the world, take the 

strain for an informal 

festive get together 

or your favourite meal 

of the year.
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“Most of all, 

however, a 

cold, frosty 

winter morning 

with snow on 

surrounding 

hills makes a 

holiday walk 

or ferry trip 

a magical 

west coast 

experience and 

Oban is a great 

starting and 

for such a trip.”

Michael Russell, 

MSP Argyll and 

Bute

It might seem a bit military but the more that is planned 

and prepped ahead, the more the family can relax and 

actually spend Christmas enjoying it. 

Guests:

for, if there are any special dietary requirements and 

plan the menu. 

bone per person.

Order the bird:

that order in.

Table presentation: What crockery, cutlery and 

things like canapés, desserts and cheeses, to take the 

Make and freeze ahead:

some zested orange and a splash of Cointreau.

Bread sauce - delicious made from scratch.

Vegetarian option - make from scratch or buy it in 

before the shops sell out.

food supplies. Get rid of out of date jars and make 

Braised red cabbage - delicious side dish that freezes 

streaky bacon, then freeze ready for roasting on the 

day.

If using frozen meat -  make sure to get it out of the 

freezer and pop it into the fridge so it can defrost in 

time for cooking. It takes a long time too - approx 8-12 

hours per kilo of frozen turkey.

one like cranberry and chestnut.

Brandy butter - home made is easy and especially 

delicious.

freezer to defrost safely in the fridge.

Desserts - if frozen make sure they’re in the fridge 

defrosting or if they are being made from scratch, 

easier.

canapés etc.

Prep the turkey according to the recipe being 

used - rubbing butter onto the breast under the skin, 

minutes.

minutes.

Chill the drinks and free up fridge space by putting 

frosty night.

carrots, sprouts, potatoes, parsnips.

 Get ahead and plan Christmas dinner



Thursday 20 November, 2014OBAN FESTIVITIES12 Festive Times

LOVE OBAN
VOUCHERS

BID4OBAN

Not sure of what to give your friends and family this Christmas?
BID4Oban has the perfect solution – Love Oban Gift Vouchers.
Where can I buy Love Oban Gift Vouchers?
Love Oban Gift Vouchers are sold at THE SPORTS SHOP, Argyll Square.
and WEBSTER OF OBAN PHOTOGRAPHIC CENTRE, 122–124 George Street.

How much are the vouchers?
£5, £10 and £20 vouchers are available, and you can buy as many as you want.
All vouchers are supplied with a card as a complete gift solution.

How can I pay for my vouchers?
Currently we can only accept cash sales.

Do Love Oban Vouchers have to be spent by a particular date?
The vouchers must be spent within one year of the date of purchase.

Can Love Oban Vouchers be used in part payment?
Yes, simply pay the difference in the usual way.

Where can the vouchers be spent?
There is a wide range of businesses that accept
the vouchers. Every participating business will
display a sticker in the window. Look out for �

A perfect
Christma

s
Gift

BID4OBAN

2015 Calendars

The ideal gift...

EBRUARY
MARCH

APRIL

30/04/2014   10:43:32

Oban Times 
West Highland

£7.75 (inc. UK P&P)
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The current list of where
to use your vouchers

can be found at:

www.mi-loveoban.co.uk

AV
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m
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d
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hic

Cen
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to order visit 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

or call 

01371 851 868

www.gordonsdirect.com
16 GEORGE STREET, OBAN

£9.99
YOU SAVE £10.01
TECHNIC COSMETIC CASE
RRP £20.00

£19.99
YOU SAVE £10.00
REAL TECHNIQUES NIC’S PICKS 
SET RRP £29.99

£9.99
YOU SAVE £5.01
BABYLISS POWERLIGHT 
2000W DRYER 5571 
WAS £15.00

£3.99
YOU SAVE £2.51
LYNX 2 PIECE AFRICA SET
RRP £6.50

£16.00*
SAVE £23.00
BE DELICIOUS SKIN  
HYDRATING EDT 50ML
RRP £39.00

£25.00*
SAVE £38.00
UOMO EDT 100ML
RRP £63.00

*  Offer Available  
17th–23rd Nov only

£24.00
YOU SAVE £25.00
DKNY MYNY 50ML SET  
VALUE £49.99

£4.99
YOU SAVE 
£1.51
GILLETTE MACH 
3 MANUAL SET
RRP £6.50
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Shopping 
        in Oban

WWW.OBANWINTERFESTIVAL.COM

@OBANWINTERFEST

21 - 30 NOVEMBER 
2014

MARKETS, PIPE BANDS, FAIRGROUNDS, 
REINDEER PARADE, WORKSHOPS, SNOW!

ST ANDREW’S DAY 
EVENTS -

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL 
HAGGISFEST

Oban Distillery Visitor Centre
To celebrate The Year of the Haggis, 

seven Argyll
haggis makers go head to head to 

win the ‘Coveted 
Golden Haggis Award’.

Judging at 11am
Public tasting and voting from 

12 noon
Admission £2

(includes complimentary nip provided by 
Oban Distillery)

Proceeds to Oban High School Pipe 
Band

TARTAN DASH, HAGGIS HURLING, 
CEILIDH, LIGHTSHOW.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE, 
JOIN US FOR THE 

BIGGEST PARTY IN THE WEST

Festival programme now available from 
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“I actually 

quite enjoy 

working the 

period between 

Christmas 

and New Year.  

It’s relatively 

quiet, which 

allows the 

time to catch 

up on various 

administrative 

issues. 

It’s very much 

a family time 

and it’s a time 

of year when 

my extended 

family like to 

visit Oban – 

there’s always 

something 

special about 

New Year in 

this part of the 

world.  

Whether it’s 

spent indoors 

or out, at home 

or at events, 

there’s a 

real sense of 

community and 

welcome. 

And it’s a time 

and looking 

ahead – what’s 

been achieved 

and what still 

needs to be 

done. Be proud 

of the former; 

be ambitious 

for the latter.”

Graeme Bass, 

chairman 

BID4OBAN

THERE IS a great range of shops and 

services in Oban and the surrounding 

areas, from wool shops to kilt shops, 

jewellery and pottery and much more ... 

take your time to have a look at some of 

the best Oban has to offer.

Oban boasts a wide variety of shops 

selling everything from gifts and local 

crafts for visitors, to household goods, 

clothes, shoes and everyday items. 

The town is also home to a wide variety 

of businesses servicing both locals and 

have achieved the Scottish government’s 

Business Improvement District status for 

the entire town centre.

Enjoy a nice mix of high street retail shops 

along with a traditional Scottish mix of 

Highland crafts and wares. 

Shops and services in Oban are all within 

easy walking distance of each other, and 

cater for all outdoor pursuits as well as the 

visitor looking to buy some unusual gifts.

Oban shops and services include, 

butchers, supermarkets, sweetie shops 

and ice cream shops, as well as the usual 

high street shops such as a shoe repair 

shop and a camera shop, they  are all 

within walking distance, making your stay 

here in Oban a more enjoyable one.  

Strolling along George Street, the main 

shopping area of the town and past the 

bay with beautiful views across to the 

Island of Kerrera and beyond, leads you 

down to Argyll Square with its attractive 

shops and cafes.

Leading off George Street are small lanes 

hiding many more independent shops well 

worth exploring.

Fresh produce is always readily available, 

as are all the daily essentials. 

For self caterers, meat can be vacuum 

pier.

Come and enjoy a taste of all Oban shops 

and services has to offer.
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on 14th December

£8 entry – discounts available online
 www.visitsealife.com/oban

Meet Santa and his  
Reindeer at SEA LIFE!

Real live 
Reindeer  

Parade and  
Enclosure

Barcaldine, Oban, Argyll PA37 ISE. Tel: 01631 720 386

REINDEER PARADE 11.00am
VISIT SANTA IN 
SANTA’S GROTTO*

11.30am-3.00pm
*Extra charge applies

THERE is always something 

special to do in Oban. 

For a relatively small town on the 

edge of the ocean, a night does 

superb thing to do.

In the weeks and days before the 

festive season - apart from shopping, 

which should be done as locally as possible 

- there are plenty of other activities that should 

not be missed.

There are a wide range of church services - 

dedicated to the celebration of the birth of Christ.

 Of course, before the schools break up for Christmas 

holidays there are also a number of Nativity plays in all 

the schools throughout the area.

Many businesses have special evenings with mince pies 

and hot drinks to share with customers as they browse 

the aisles for present ideas.

There is no need to go anywhere else but 

Oban to celebrate with friends and 

families this Christmas season.

There is also the Hogmanay party, 

run by volunteers who want to 

rock residents and visitors into 

the next year. 

If last year’s party is anything 

to go by -  it will likely be hugely 

successful as this year the 

Hogmanay organisers are planning a 

spectacular event. 

Events in Oban
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FRIDAY 21 NOVEMBER
BALLET WEST WINTER WONDERLAND
Corran Halls, Oban 7.00pm. 
Doors open 6.30pm

WHISKY TASTING
Oban Whisky and Fine Wines Shop, 
Stafford Street, Oban 7pm.

TAKE A TOUR
Unique camper van tour. 4 persons per tour
10am and 2pm

SATURDAY 22 NOVEMBER
DRY SKI SLOPE/MOUNTAIN BIKING
Kilbowie Outdoor Centre, 
Gallanach Road, Oban
9.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm

FUN CHRISTMAS SCIENCE EVENT
Ocean Explorer Centre, Dunbeg, by Oban
11am - 4pm

ARGYLL ANIMAL AID CRAFT FAYRE
Corran Halls, Oban 11am - 3pm

TAKE A TOUR
Unique camper van tour. 4 persons per tour
10am and 2pm

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL 
SCOTTISH FOOD MARKET
Oban Distillery Cask Room
10am - 4pm

A TRIBUTE TO NAOMI MITCHISON
Corran Halls Studio Theatre, Oban 7.30pm

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL 
VICTORIAN MARKET
Caledonian Hotel, Station Square, Oban
12 noon - 7.30pm

Santa’s Post  Box will be in the 
Caledonian Hotel (door next to the Iona 
Shop) for the duration of the Festival

KINECTIC SEASONS MUSEUM CABINET
Mini moving museum around Oban

COOKERY DEMONSTRATION 
‘COOKING WITH GAS’
Regent Hotel, Corran Esplanade, Oban.  
2pm with Ross Stovold

DISNEY FROZEN SINGALONG
Oban Phoenix Cinema
Doors open 12 noon  Film begins 12.30pm

REINDEER PARADE
Leaves Corran Halls 5pm for Station Square
Christmas lights switch on 6pm Station Square

SEQUENCE CHOIR IN CONCERT
Glencruitten Church Centre, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban
7.30pm

A CURIOS CHRISTMAS
Curios, Railway Pier
Jewellery, art, crafts and gifts. 

SUNDAY 23 NOVEMBER
VICTORIAN AFTERNOON TEAS
Corran Halls, Studio Theatre, Oban
12 noon - 4pm

KINECTIC SEASONS MUSEUM CABINET
Mini moving museum around Oban

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL 
ENCHANTED TRAIL
Grounds of Dunollie House, Ganavan Road, 
Oban
2pm - 4pm last entry 3.45pm

TAKE A TOUR
Unique camper van tour. 4 persons per tour
10am and 2pm

Look out for Marek’s Music on the Move 
with his piano on board, performing for 
shoppers at various locations around Oban.

MONDAY 24 NOVEMBER
BLASAD GAIDHLIG/
TASTE OF SCOTTISH GAELIC
FURAN (Oban Gaelic Centre), 
Corran Halls, Oban
7pm - 8.30pm

CHRISTMAS AT KITCHEN GARDEN
Kitchen Garden, George Street, Oban
7pm

Look out for Coolio around town

TUESDAY 25 NOVEMBER
FURAN GAELIC QUIZ
Studio Theatre Bar, Corran Halls, Oban
7.30 pm

CHRISTMAS AT KITCHEN GARDEN
Kitchen Garden, George Street, Oban
7pm

WEDNESDAY 26 NOVEMBER
FURAN
Blasad Seinn Gaidhlig 
(Gaelic singing workshop)
FURAN Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban
7pm - 8pm

HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS 
MUSIC AND DANCE FESTIVAL 
CHOIRS BY CANDLELIGHT
St John’s Cathedral, George Street, Oban
7pm

MAREK’S CONCERT IN THE CAFE
Local Pianist Marek Kochmanski entertains
Corran Halls, Studio Theatre, Oban
7.30pm

THURSDAY 27 NOVEMBER
LATE NIGHT SHOPPING IN TOWN

FURAN
Blasad Seinn Gaidhlig (Gaelic singing 
workshop)
FURAN Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban
7pm - 8pm

LANTERN MAKING WORKSHOP
Corran Halls, Oban
4pm - 6pm

PURDIES OF OBAN CHARITY EVENING
George Street, Oban
Demo’s/samples/entertainment/drinks and 
nibbles
7.00pm - 9.00pm

ALBA CHRISTMAS 
GIFT WRAPPING DEMO
Alba, Albany Street, Oban
6pm - 9pm

FRIDAY 28TH NOVEMBER
TAKE A TOUR
Unique camper van tour. 4 persons per tour
10am and 2pm

OBAN CHOCOLATE FACTORY
Esplanade, Oban - 
See Facebook for entry details
Winter festival bake off
2.30pm pre schoolers
3.30pm primary schoolers
4.30pm high schoolers
5.30pm grown ups

Look out for Marek’s Music on the Move 
with his piano on board, performing for 
shoppers at various locations around Oban.

POLSKI FLING - 
POLISH COUNTRY FARE
St Columba’s Cathedral, Oban
8pm

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL
THE THREE WEE CROWS THEATRE 
COMPANY GHOST WALK
Grounds of Dunollie House, 
Ganavan Road, Oban
6.30pm & 8.30pm

SATURDAY 29 NOVEMBER
TARTAN DAY IN TOWN JOIN IN THE FUN 
BE SEEN WEARING SOMETHING
TARTAN TODAY

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Oban Congregational Church, 
Argyll Street, Oban
10.30am - 2pm

THE BARN @ COLOGIN
St Andrews Night Menu from 6pm - 9pm, 
Live Scottish Music

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL SCOTTISH 
FOOD & CRAFT MARKET
Oban Distillery Cask Room
10am - 4pm

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL HAGGISFEST
Oban Distillery Visitor Centre
From 11am
DRY SKI SLOPE/MOUNTAIN BIKING
Kilbowie Outdoor Centre, 
Gallanach Road, Oban
9.30am - 12.30pm and 1.30pm - 3.30pm

STRAMASH WINTER WONDERLAND
Ganavan Woodland Stramash Nursery Site
12 noon - 3pm

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL TARTAN DASH
Charity 5k
Register At Atlantis At 10.30am
Starting at Atlantis at 11am

TAKE A TOUR
Unique camper van tour. 4 persons per tour
10am and 2pm

HAGGIS HURLING
Atlantis grass pitch
12noon 2pm

SCIENCE AND CIRCUS SHOWCASE
Suitable for all the family
Atlantis Leisure, Dalriach Road, Oban
2pm

OBAN SENIORS TEA DANCE
The Royal Hotel, Oban
Swing Sensation Big Band 
3pm - 5pm

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL 
& OBAN PIPE BAND
ST. ANDREW’S CEILIDH DANCE
Argyllshire Gathering Hall, Breadalbane 
Street, Oban
8pm doors open 7.30pm

SUNDAY 30 NOVEMBER 
TAKE A TOUR
Unique camper van tour. 4 persons per tour
10am and 2pm

CRAFT/CHARITY/CHILDRENS MARKET
Atlantis Leisure, Dalriach Road, Oban
Primary school choir at 2pm
11am - 3pm

CIRCUS SKILLS ON THE GRASS
Demo by Circus Alba
4.30pm
Grass adjacent to Corran Halls

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL 
LANTERN PARADE
Gather at the Corran Halls from 5pm

Parade leaves Corran Halls, led by Oban 
Pipe Band and joined by Festival Samba 
Group at 5pm.

OBAN DISTILLERY
Food Court, Live Music & Snow
from 5pm
Children’s Samba Band Performance
Auld Land Syne at 6.45pm

GRAND FINALE
FIREWORKS ON ESPLANADE
7PM

OBAN WINTER FESTIVAL
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2014
VISIT WEBSITE FOR FULL DETAILS  
AT WWW.OBANWINTERFESTIVAL.COM/EVENTS
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“Most years I go 

back to Lismore 

for a bit of 

peace and quiet 

and to visit 

my parents, 

although I have 

been known 

to go out carol 

footing too!”

Kieron Green, 

Labour candidate 

in the recent Oban 

North and Lorn 

council election

THERE is something remarkably refreshing about 

spending time on the islands during the festive 

period.

Beating someone at musical chairs during a family 

fun evening or working out whether to be up 

sunlight hits the water - because the raison d’etre 

of life suddenly becomes the simple things.

Although stress is a much over-used word, the truth 

of the matter is the hustle and bustle of life often gets 

in the way of enjoying the ordinary and simple things.

On the islands some of the distractions of the 

mainland will disappear - lack of mobile phone 

reception (a blessing to the visitor less so to 

supermarkets. 

Returning to the islands, even for a few hours or a 

few days, can make all the difference in recharging 

the batteries, relaxing, letting the weight of the 

world slide off the shoulders and learning to 

breathe again. 

The islands also have a great tradition of 

delightful of ideas for that unique and special gift 

for Christmas.

Why not take a short break and see what the 

islands have to offer?

Christmas on the islands
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“Many parts 

of our network 

are best 

appreciated in 

the winter when 

they are quiet 

and still and the 

clear air gives a 

freshness and 

crispness that 

can literally 

take your 

breath away. 

Anyone who has 

experienced a 

bright, sunny 

and frosty 

morning along 

the west coast 

of Scotland 

will know just 

how magical 

it can be, and 

very often the 

best place to 

view it is from 

the deck of a 

CalMac ferry.”

Martin Dorchester, 

managing director 

Caledonian 

MacBrayne, 

Hebridean and 

Clyde Ferries
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The Rotary Club of Lochaber, supported by Ferguson 
Transport & Shipping, invite you to our  

Christmas  Festival 
 and  

CRAFT AND FOOD 
PRODUCERS FAIR

at the Nevis Centre, An Aird, Fort William
Saturday 29 November 2014

9.30am to 4.30pm

Square at 11am led by the Lochaber Pipe Band; 

will 

gift tags, photography, slate products, knitwear, table accessories, silver, 

Ben Nevis Allstars; Tulloch Bellringers; skincare products, quilts, toys; wine 

Christmas in Lochaber
CHRISTMAS is the most wonderful time of year in 

Lochaber, when the already tight-knit communities 

come together in the spirit of all things festive. 

With just over a month until the big day, hotels 

and restaurants across the region already have a 

number of deals for meals and accommodation, 

although many are booking up fast. 

Fort William plays host to a number of events 

during the festive period and the town’s Christmas 

Gathering will kick start the fun on November 28. 

Last year, the High Street came alive with music, 

entertainment, competitions and the obligatory 

mince pies and mulled wine and organiser’s 

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce expect this year’s 

to be even bigger and better than before. 

The very next day, the Rotary Club of Lochaber will 

take over the reigns for their Christmas festival in 

the town. Almost 70 craft and food stalls will spring 

even Santa Claus himself. 

Village communities are holding their own in the 

Christmas cheer stakes and Invergarry kicks off 

the rural events with a fair in Glengarry Community 

Hall on November 22. Cakes, jewellery, candles 

and ceramics will all be on offer for anyone stuck 

for present ideas and a children’s craft corner will 

keep the little ones amused while parents browse 

the stalls. 

Lochaber will be bright on even the darkest nights 

thanks to community councils across the region 

who fundraise all year to pay for Christmas lights in 

their areas.

These will be switched on at various times through 

In the run up to Christmas most primary schools 

in Lochaber perform a nativity play, many involving 

the youngest pupils through to teachers. From 

traditional shows to those with a modern twist, 

there are many to choose from an all fun for the 

whole family! 

After the big day, people from all over the country 

Christmas. 

band DàimhMòr on Sunday December 28. 

Even in the cold winter months, Lochaber hosts 

some of the country’s most tranquil and scenic 

surroundings. 

Why not take a break from the bustle of Christmas 

shopping, wrap up warm and escape on one of the 

many trail walks, from Fort William to Mallaig, Glencoe 

to Leanachan Forest, the mountains will be snow-

topped and the scenery will take your breath away.

However you choose to spend the festive period, 

Christmas in Lochaber has something for everyone. 

Don’t miss more festive features coming soon in the Oban Times
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Strontian Stores

General Grocer,  
 Gas + Coal

Fancy Goods,   
Hardware

Garden Tools,   Plants
Lottery,   PayPoint
Free to use cash 

machines

Tel 01967 402268 / 402095
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“Christmas 

is all about 

entertaining 

family and 

going for long 

country walks. 

We also look 

forward to 

bringing in 

the New Year 

somewhere 

local like The 

George Hotel.”

Jane Young, 

Inveraray Castle 

manager

... a little bit further

DECEMBER
ISSUE 
OUT NOW

FREE FESTIVE 

FOOD & DRINK 

SUPPLEMENTINSIDE

Inspired by
Argyll: Painter Jolomo 
on his love affair with 
the West Coast
Sheena McDonald on 
life after a near death
experience
The legend of Burke
and Hare
C 30 PAGE XMAS GIFT GUIDE

THE WEST Highlands and islands are full of beautiful, picturesque and 

them.

Our Christmas guide to those businesses a little bit further will help you 

discover a destination that you may not have even considered, but could 

soon become your favourite.

Businesses operating in the further reaches of the area, away from the 

main roads and out of sight can’t rely on passing trade, so they survive 

on the consistency of quality.

Often, these places are overlooked on brochures and visitor 

place mentioned.

This local endorsement could be seen as the most reassuring, as it 

suggests the business provides excellent service on a regular basis. 

So, when you are considering where to shop, eat or visit this Christmas, 

try somewhere new, think creatively and discover a hidden gem that will 

guarantee quality, care and a unique experience.
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NOV — MAR: £25/PERSON/NIGHT B&B 

APR — OCT: £40/PERSON/NIGHT B&B

T: 01838 300 272
E: info@crianlarich-hotel.co.uk
W: www.crianlarich-hotel.co.uk

• RATES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY •

Look no further…

Crianlarich is the most sign-posted village in Scotland and that’s no surprise
if you consider its location on the A82/A85 junction. The village is just 1
hour’s drive from Glasgow Airport, Stirling, Oban, Perth and Fort William,
has daily bus and train links to the rest of Scotland and is even served by the
sleeper train to London. Perhaps you should consider taking advantage of
these exclusive rates and using the Best Western hotel in Crianlarich on your
next trip? Here are some of the hotel’s selling points:

• FREE WIFI THROUGHOUT HOTEL • OFFICIAL LAVAZZA RETAILER

• ALL ROOMS: ENSUITE, FLAT SCREENS • LIFT TO ALL FLOORS

• 24-HR RECEPTION/ROOM SERVICE • WHEELCHAIR READY ROOMS

• AA-RATED MENU, PIZZERIA • PET & FAMILY FRIENDLY!

NATIONAL LOYALTY SCHEME: EACH £ SPENT EARNS REWARDS
AND UPGRADES AT 000’S OF BW HOTELS AND NATIONAL

RETAILERS: M&S, VIRGIN, AMAZON.COM AND MORE

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISLANDER ACCOMMODATION
YEAR ROUND SPECIAL OFFER

MENTION “WEST COAST” 
WHEN BOOKING

Looking for a handy, well-priced hotel
for essential trips away?

Pheasant Feather Art
Beautifully produced original artwork and limited edition 

prints. UK-sourced tableware, home-ware products 
and personalised stationery all available online. 

www.clarebrownlow.co.uk
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GET READY FOR SAFE WINTER 
MOTORING THIS YEAR WITH A 

WINTER SAFETY CHECK
Mot’s, Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales

Unit 6, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban. 
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,Portree, Isle of Skye

Accounts Preparation for companies, 
sole traders and partnerships, charities, income 

and corporation tax, VAT & payroll bureau. 
Business plans, start up advice.

Enquiries welcomed from: LEWIS; HARRIS; 
THE UISTS;  SKYE AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.

Operated excavator plant hire.  1.5 ton to 15 ton
Contact Derek on 07979867870 

Office: 01855 811408

The company operates from their custom built temperature controlled premises enabling 
a cold chain system from production to delivery.
Oban Sandwich Company supply many local retail outlets with their excellent hand 
made sandwiches, rolls, baguettes, wraps, pies, sausage rolls and savouries. We offer 

supply sandwiches for business meetings, staff training and commercial functions.

all enquiries welcome
Telephone: 01631 564700  Fax: 01631 564700
Mill Lane, Lochavullin, Oban Argyll PA34 4PL

See In store for our festive opening times

HALFWAY
FILLING STATION
Telephone: 01631 562784

On the 1st day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Accounts for my company

On the 8th day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Clean carpets that are eco-friendly

On the 7th day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Fencing, from garden to security

On the 10th day of Christmas my true love sent to me
A check for winter driving safety

On the 2nd day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Clean clothes ready for our Christmas party

On the 5th day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Holly wreaths that are made beautifully

On the 4th day of Christmas my true love sent to me
A choice of rooms where the wifi  is free

On the 11th day of Christmas my true love sent to me
A full tank and a snack or three

On the 3rd day of Christmas my true love sent to me
A warm bed and the pillows fl uff y

On the 6th day of Christmas my true love sent to me
A tasty sandwich and a cup of tea

On the 9th day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Some fi nancial advice that is free

On the 12th day of Christmas my true love sent to me
Help with your eyes so you can see

2 Duvets cleaned 
for the price of one

Oban Quality Laundry & 
Dry Cleaners

Stevenson 
Street, Oban

01631 
563554

The  Anchor Hotel & 
Seabed Restaurant

Hogmanay Packages 2014

Tel: 01880 820577 email: anchorhotel@lochfyne-scotland.co.uk

3 Nights Stay - £425 per room D.B&B / 2 Nights Stay - £300 per room 
D.B&B / 1 Night Stay - £180 per room D.B&B
Hogmanay Gala Buff et & Dance £30.00 per person
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