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Oban has a new 
sheri�  appointed

Popular landlord 
Nonny dies

Yvonne meets top 
Indian o�  cial

Fans cry foul over post match pint
RUGBY fans wanting to 
enjoy a refreshment after 
watching a match were 
disappointed at the weekend 
when a crucial game for Oban 
Lorne Rugby Football Club 
was moved to a pitch five miles 
from the clubhouse, writes 
Louise Glen.

Last weekend’s clash between 
Oban Lorne RFC and Kil-
marnock RFC was moved the 
afternoon before the match to 
Connel from the rugby pitch 
at Mossfield, right outside the 
clubhouse and bar. This is not 
the first time such a move has 
happened.

While complainers are at 

pains to point out how grateful 
they are to the grounds main-
tenance team for all the pitches 
in Oban and the superb state in 
which they are kept, a number 
of fans also feel the reason 
games are moved off the pitch 
– which is also used by other 
sports – is because of the mess 
rugby players make.

As one fan said: ‘Training fa-
cilities are very hard to come by. 

‘Rugby is a contact sport and 
there is a lot of scrums/tackling 
with 30 guys on the park.   

‘The park outside the 
clubhouse is been treated like 
a football park not a rugby 
park. This is not a recent thing. 

This has been going on for a few 
years. We just want to be able to 
enjoy a pint after the match with 
our teammates.’

Explaining that revenue lost 
to Oban Lorne RFC when a 
match is played away from the 
club from post-match unwind-
ing can be make or break for 
small clubs. A team member 
said: ‘I realise decisions about 
where we play are made for 
good reasons but it would also 
be good to know the council is 
on our side when it comes to 
making those decisions.

‘Maintaining a rugby pitch 
is a huge job, but at the same 
time it cannot be kept pristine. 

Thirty big men tumbling all 
over the grass causes a fair bit 
of damage. But it can all be 
put right again and we pay a 
substantial amount each year to 
use it.’

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said: ‘Our 
ground maintenance staff work 
hard to maintain the condition 
of the rugby pitch. However, 
during recent wet weather we 
have been forced to declare the 
pitch unplayable, particularly if 
the surface has been used for 
training during the week. We 
are happy to discuss alternatives 
with the club which would help 
protect the pitch for matches.’

THE new sheri�  at Oban Sheri�  
Court has been named as Patrick 
Hughes.

Mr Hughes, a graduate of 
Strathclyde University, became 
a procurator � scal depute in 
2004. He was promoted to senior 
procurator � scal depute in 2008, 
and served as acting head of 
the Wildlife and Environmental 
Crime Unit.

YVONNE MACHUGH, � ancée 
of Billy Irving from Connel, 
who is serving a � ve-year 
sentence in India, visited the 
Indian High Commissioner in 
London in a fresh bid to bring 
him home.

‘The Indian government can 
help us far more than the Brit-
ish have,’ she said. 

Full story page three.

FORMER Oban Camanachd cap-
tain Neil ‘Nonny’ MacInnes died 
on Tuesday after a short illness.

Nonny, captain when the team 
won the Camanachd Cup against 
Kingussie in 1996, served Oban 
and beyond as a successful char-
ity fundraiser, whose  We’ll Walk 
This Road Together events raised 
£40,000 over three years.

Nonny was also the popular 
landlord of Oban’s Coasters bar 
from 2004 until his retirement in 
February this year.

The Oban Times extends its 
sympathies to Nonny’s wife Ka-
ren, daughters Kirsty and Jenna, 
and his wider family and friends.

Standing at Tobermory harbour, Willie Hume holds the silver pocket watch presented by the 
Andrew Carnegie Hero Fund Trust to his seaman grandfather James for saving the life of a 

drowning nine-year-old child in 1911. The retired Mull � re� ghter is seeking the public’s help to 
� nd more information about James’s many heroic acts. Full story, page seven.

Search is on for Mull hero’s history

Campaign launched to stop 
carnage on the deadly A85
THE silly season, foreign driv-
ers and even boy racers have 
all been blamed for tragic and 
heartbreaking accidents on the 
A85 between Oban and Connel 
over the years.

People have lost friends and 
family on the road, or they have 
been caught up in accidents 
themselves. When the sirens go 
off, people who hear them sit in 
fear that a loved one has been 
injured or worse.

So now The Oban Times is 
launching a campaign to improve 
safety on the dangerous A85 
where many deaths and hundreds 
of less serious accidents and near 
misses have taken place.

The campaign has one aim: to 
make the road safer for drivers 
and passengers.

In our investigations to date, 
we have discovered there has 
been at least one death annually, 
with many people suffering 
life-changing injuries.

While the road campaign can 
never account for careless or 
dangerous driving, it will make 
sure the road infrastructure is 
as good as it can be. 

After initial talks between the 
newspaper and senior risk man-

agement officials, we have com-
piled a list of three key demands 
that should be taken immediately 
to improve road safety. These are:
� Reducing the speed limit on 
the road.
� Preventing overtaking between 
Oban and Connel.
� Creating a safe lay-by bus stop 
at Pennyfuir cemetery.

In addition, in the longer term, 
we also demand:
� Replacing verge marker posts 
that are missing.
� Installing up-to-date signs for 
ferry traffic.
� Creating a cycle path along the 
route.
� Reducing verge-side foliage.
� Erecting warning signs for exits 
and entrances.

By launching this campaign, 
The Oban Times will raise the 
many serious issues about the 
A85 at a national level.

The newspaper plans to create a 
focus group of interested people 
who support the campaign to 
make sure our efforts are guided 
by the community and meets the 
needs of the people who use the 
road day in, day out.

Following an accident, the road 
can often be closed for many 
hours depending on the time it 
takes for accident investigators 
to travel to the area. In some in-

stances, such as a fatality, this can 
mean a body must be left in situ 
until specially trained officers ar-
rive. Families have reported time 
and again the pain this thought 
brings to them.

In practical terms, the closure of 
the A85 brings chaos to everyday 
life. It is the main route in and out 
of  Oban. In the summer there are 
thousands of vehicles using the 
road. Many motorists are rushing 
for ferries and connections to 
holiday destinations or for work.

For emergency vehicles attend-
ing fatalities on the road, it can 
mean trained staff working in 
difficult circumstances to move 
injured or critically ill people with 
catastrophic injuries in and out of 
the area.

While pressure has been 
placed on Transport Scotland 
and government ministers on 
many occasions by MSPs, MPs, 
councillors, officials and, more 
recently, community councils, the 
public’s need to improve the road 
is not seen as a priority by those 
that hold the purse-strings.

Our next step is to form the ac-
tion group to carry forward the 
campaign. 

Anyone interested in joining 
should contact Louise Glen, chief 
reporter, at lglen@obantimes.
co.uk or on 01631 568023.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Harrowing list of some of those who have died in recent years on the A85
During the research for the campaign, the follow-
ing harrowing stories were found.
Sunday September 17, 2000: a 56-year-old woman 
killed, three people seriously injured.
Wednesday August 15, 2001: a 76-year-old woman 
killed, two people seriously injured.
Wednesday July 30, 2003: two-car collision killing 
passenger aged 17, four people seriously injured.
Wednesday October 27, 2004: car and goods vehicle 
collided killing an 85-year-old woman.

Monday March 21, 2005: a 28-year-old car driver died, 
two others seriously injured.
Monday September 15, 2008: a man aged 46 and 
woman 73 years old died following a collision.
Saturday August 25, 2012: one pedestrian killed near 
Pennyfuir.
Friday August 2, 2013: a 32-year-old father and a 
74-year-old woman died, another woman left in a 
critical condition.
Friday June 5, 2014: a 39-year-old young mother died.

Easter Sunday 
April 16

Join us for a special 
3 course lunch in our 

Dining Room £33
Overlooking the Harbour

Gallanach Road • Oban
 01631 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com

Manor House
Hotel & Restaurant
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Approval 
granted 
for new 
homes on 
Colonsay
FIVE ‘essential’ affordable hous-
es at Port Mor on Colonsay have 
been approved.

West Highland Housing Associ-
ation applied in January to build 
the homes – one single and two 
semi-detached – on land south-
west of Baile Iochdrach at Lower 
Kilchattan.

Argyll and Bute Council’s 
decision body, the Planning, 
Protective Services and Licensing 
Committee, met in March and 
noted the proposal had attracted 
86 representations, when the 
island numbers around only 100 
residents.

The majority, 62 submissions, 
voiced support, in the main 
arguing that affordable and 
social housing is ‘essential’ for 
‘the future of the island’, to stem 
‘a continual migration of young 
people’.

One supporter, Liam McNeill 
of Scalasaig, said: ‘I am a 20-year-
old man working a full-time job 
on Colonsay and I’m being forced 
to leave due to a severe lack of 
housing on this island. I have lived 
here all my life.

‘Colonsay is majorly under 
threat of becoming an island com-
pletely filled with holiday homes 
and retired people. It is absolutely 
ridiculous that on an island of 100 
people and many houses, we can’t 
even house the locals.’

Another islander, university 
student Holly Nisbet of Upper 
Kilchattan, said: ‘We need to 
keep Colonsay alive rather than 
allowing it to become a holiday 
destination and a second home.’ 
Others referred to a ‘non-exist-
ent’ private rental market, and 
‘£200,000’ average house prices.

‘We cannot afford to miss the 
boat,’ a croft tenant argued. 
‘While it is unfortunate to see 
holidaymakers and second home 
owners saddened by the potential 
effect on slow worms and lizards, 
I am sure it can be appreciated the 
benefits from affordable homes 
far outweigh the negatives.’

There were 24 objections 
lodged, raising concerns ranging 
from the houses’ ‘inappropriate’ 
design, the loss of croft land in 
Kilchattan and habitat for wild-
life, including a breeding ground 
for the dwindling corncrake, and 
the development’s location 5km 
away from amenities in Scalasaig 
‘without any public transport’.

One objector, who called Co-
lonsay ‘the definitive and finest 
Scottish island’, argued: ‘I believe 
there to be spare land in the 
village. On such, or other, village 
area ground the proposed houses 
should be built so as to develop, 
and thereby help sustain, the 
community without diminishing 
the wonderful hand of features 
that define Colonsay. Crofting 
land is for crofting. It is not for 
accommodation development.’

Planners, who advocated ap-
proval, suggested a local hearing 
be held ‘given the significant local 
interest of a relatively small island 
community’. However, council-
lors decided there were ‘no par-
ticularly controversial or complex 
issues which would benefit from 
being explored at a hearing’.

‘All the representations received 
from third parties have been sat-
isfactorily addressed,’ the minutes 
noted, and the development was 
‘wholly consistent’ with the Local 
Development Plan.

The committee agreed to grant 
planning permission subject to 
conditions.

Strong fi eld for 
ploughing match
A BEAUTIFUL sunny day 
saw 20 competitors of all ages 
at the Lorn vintage ploughing 
match on Saturday.

Kilmaronaig Farm, Connel, was 
the venue, thanks to the Nelson 
family, who have been great 
supporters of the event, provid-
ing  fields for a number of years.

Retired stockman Morris 
Blacklaws, from Carnoustie, 
working with a Fordson N and 
Ransomes trailing plough, was 
delighted to win the top title, 
taking home The Oban Times 
Trophy, Argyll Agricultural 
Cup, Trailing Plough Shield and 
Best Ploughman Cup.

Incoming chairman Willie 
Buchanan, who took over from 
Gregor MacCormick after 16 
years, was very pleased the 
event had continued to be such a 
great day out for both competi-
tors and spectators and thanked 
everyone for all their support in 
making the day a success.

The event was judged by Willie 
Reid, from Campbeltown.

The full results were as follows –
Overall championship:  1. Morris 

Blacklaws, Carnoustie; 2. David 
Veitch, Scotlandwell; 3. Gregor 
MacCormick, Appin.

8” Class: 1. Gregor MacCor-
mick, Appin; 2. Jim Fleming, 
Fife; 3. Gavin Reid, Campbel-
town.

10” Class: 1. David Veitch, Scot-
landwell; 2. Ed Elder, 3. Grant 
MacDonald.

Trailing plough: 1. Morris 
Blacklaws, Carnoustie.

Best start: 1. David Veitch, 
Scotlandwell; 2. Gregor MacCor-
mick, Appin.

Straightest: Willie Grieve, St 
Andrews.

Levellest: Morris Blacklaws, 
Carnoustie.

Ins and outs: Morris Blacklaws, 
Carnoustie.

Best finish: Willie Grieve, St 
Andrews.

Hardest lot: Tam MacMillan, 
Isle of Bute.

Special prizes: Furthest trav-
elled female competitor: Sheena 
MacDougall, Bunessan, Isle of 
Mull. Highest placed local female 
competitor: Rhoda Campbell, 
Connel. Morris Blacklaws was the overall champion and won a number of other trophies

Allan Campbell.

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

New president for An Comunn
OBAN TIMES columnist Al-
lan Campbell has been named 
as the new president of An 
Comunn Gaidhealach.

Mr Campbell, who is orig-
inally from the Isle of Skye 
and now lives in Inverness, has 
been involved with An Comunn 
Gàidhealach and the Royal 
National Mòd for many years 
and has served as a director of 
the organisation for the past 

eight years. He follows in the 
footsteps of John Macleod, who 
has stepped aside from the role 
after 10 years.

Mr Campbell, speaking fol-
lowing the AGM of An Comunn 
Gàidhealach in Lochaber, said: 
‘I would like to thank John Ma-
cleod for his work over the past 
decade.

‘The role of president of An 
Comunn Gàidhealach will be 
both challenging and, hopefully, 
fulfilling.

‘I do not underestimate the 

challenges, but I also recognise 
the opportunities that we are 
now presented with through 
Gaelic-medium education and 
the arts.

‘The supporting infrastructure 
is now in place and we can help 
to move the re-emergence of our 
language, music and culture for-
ward over the coming years. We 
will strive to fulfill the aspirations 
outlined in the National Gaelic 
Plan. I look forward to shaping 
An Comunn Gàidhealach in the 
years to come.’

In addition, at the AGM, Janet 
Macdonald stepped down as the 
Mòd director. The role is the key 
position liaising between the staff 
of An Comunn Gàidhealach and 
the communities that support the 
Royal National Mòd.

Mr Campbell paid tribute to 
Ms Macdonald, saying that he 
recognised the power of work 
that she had undertaken for 
more than a decade.

‘Janet has been the driving force 
behind the smooth running of the 
huge event that the Royal Nation-

al Mòd has now become. She has 
brought a quiet authority and a 
meticulous attention to detail to 
the whole event.

‘Her ability to work with 
everyone in high-pressure com-
petitive situations has defined 
the external perception of the 
event and we are grateful for 
her support. We hope that Janet 
will remain in our midst over 
the next years to help assure, 
and direct us, when assurance 
and direction are needed.’
Beachd Ailein – page eight.

Haddock takes a battering
ANGRY Scottish fishermen 
have demanded that the Marine 
Conservation Society withdraw 
its ‘false claims’ about a fall in 
West Coast haddock stocks.

Three haddock fisheries in the 
North Sea and west of Scotland 
have been downgraded by the 
Marine Conservation Society 
(MCS) ‘due to a change in sci-
entific advice’, taking the chip 
shop favourite off its ‘green’ list 
of fish to eat.

The MCS’s Good Fish 
Guide advises consumers on 
which species to eat or avoid 
according to how healthy stocks 
are. Its manager, Bernadette 
Clarke, explained: ‘Compared 
to 2015, the stock numbers in 
2016 were below the recom-
mended level and at the point 
where action is now needed to 
increase the number of fish of 
breeding age.’

The MCS recommends had-
dock caught by longline in those 
Scottish waters are ‘not a good 
choice of sustainable fish to eat 
and should be only eaten very 
occasionally’.

‘Green-certified’ haddock 
caught in the north-east Arctic 
and Iceland are ‘healthy at 
sustainable levels’, it added. 
Alternative fish on its green 
list include coley, mackerel and 
saithe.

Haddock (Melanogrammus 
aeglefinus), identified by a dark 
blotch above the pectoral fin 
called ‘St Peter’s thumbprint’, 

is one of the UK’s big five most 
popular fish to eat, alongside 
cod, tuna, salmon and prawns, 
and a staple in national dishes 
from fish and chips to Arbroath 
smokies.

The controversy provoked a 
backlash, and the MCS later 
clarified it had not called for 
haddock to taken off menus, 
and insisted consumers should 
not expect to see a shortage of 
haddock in shops.

The Scottish Fishermen’s 
Federation (SFF) demanded 
the MCS retract its ‘misleading 
comments’. SFF chief executive 
Bertie Armstrong insisted 
the fishery is well-managed 
at sustainable levels. He said: 
‘The MCS has completely 
misunderstood the position. 
The organisation is trying to 
alter consumer behaviour on 
completely false premises.

‘Fish stocks are sustainable 
when the amount of fish caught 

is below the maximum sustain-
able yield. For haddock, that 
has been the case since 2007 
– and only last year advice from 
scientists at the International 
Council for the Exploration of 
the Seas was for an increase in 
the catch of 30 per cent.

‘They then discovered there 
had been an error in their as-
sessments, corrected the statis-
tical model and recommended a 
reduction in the catch of 45 per 
cent, which was adopted. 

‘As a result, the fishery contin-
ues to be managed at sustain-
able levels, and the spawning 
stock for haddock will increase 
significantly next year.’

The Marine Stewardship 
Council, which certifies the sus-
tainability of fish and seafood, 
also contradicted the MCS 
advice, insisting consumers 
can enjoy Scottish North Sea 
haddock suppers with a ‘clean 
conscience’.

ANIMAL charities have 
welcomed an end to snaring 
mountain hares in Scotland, 
after Scottish Natural Herit-
age (SNH) confirmed it is no 
longer issuing licences.

An SNH review, published 
earlier this month, stated: 
‘Concerns have been raised 
with SNH over the welfare 
impacts of snaring hares to 
the effect that it is difficult to 
advise on a method of snaring 
that does not cause unnec-
essary suffering – that they 
cannot be used effectively as 
a killing trap because animals 
take too long to die, and are 
not effective as a restraining 
means because there is too 
high a risk of killing or injury.

‘The lack of any apparent 
means or guidance to avoid 
this means that SNH will not 
be minded to issue licences 

unless the contrary can be 
evidenced.’

Harry Huyton, director of 
Scottish animal welfare charity 
OneKind, said: ‘This appears 
to be the final nail in the coffin 
for this cruel practice. 

‘This decision is hugely sig-
nificant because it effectively 
sets an unnecessary suffering 
test for wildlife management 
practices.

‘We would like to see this 
approach applied to snaring 
other wild animals as well as 
other controversial and com-
mon traps used throughout 
Scotland. In terms of animal 
welfare, there is no difference 
between a mountain hare 
suffering in a snare and a fox 
suffering in a snare.’

The charity quoted an SNH 
study that estimated more than 
5,000 mountain hares were 

trapped in snares and killed 
in Scotland in one year during 
2006/7, and its own research 
that ‘the vast majority of this 
was taking place illegally, with 
estates setting snares without 
licences’.

Since 2012, it continued, 
SNH had issued only four 
licences that might have al-
lowed snaring, and in 2016 two 
licences issued for mountain 
hare control were amended to 
remove snaring as a permitted 
method.

A second charity, Animal 
Concern Advice Line, urged 
the Scottish Government to 
ban the use of all snares in 
Scotland. ‘These cruel traps,’ 
it said, are used ‘to kill native 
wild animals which naturally 
predate on the eggs and young 
of tame non-native pheasants 
which are bred to be shot.’

Secretary John Robins 
said: ‘There must be no more 
tinkering with guidelines and 
minor modifications to snare 
designs. 

‘The government’s own 
agency openly admits that 
snares cause unnecessary suf-
fering. Snares should be totally 
banned now.’

Welcoming the report, 
cabinet secretary for the envi-
ronment, climate change and 
land reform Roseanna Cun-
ningham added: ‘The review 
has highlighted that the legis-
lative changes made to snaring 
regulations in 2011 appear 
to be working satisfactorily. 
However, I recognise there is 
room for further improvement 
in line with the findings of the 
review.’

The Scottish Gamekeepers’ 
Association did not comment.

Charities welcome ban on hare snares

Haddock remains at sustainable levels. Photograph: Iain Ferguson
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POLICE FILES
with Sergeant Iain MacNicol
Abusive behaviour
ABOUT 3.15pm on Monday 
March 20, police received a re-
port of a disturbance in George 
Street, Oban, whereby a man 
allegedly verbally abused and 
threatened a tra�  c warden.

Police are investigating the 
incident and are appealing for 
any witnesses or anyone with 
any information to contact them 
on 101 or anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

No road tax
ON THURSDAY March 23, at 
approximately 11.40am, on 
the A85 near Dalmally, a black 
Nissan car was stopped for a 
routine check.

Inquiries revealed there was 
no road tax in force for the ve-
hicle. The driver, a woman, 28, 
was charged with the alleged 
o� ence and a report will be 
submitted to DVLA.

Racially abusive
POLICE received a report of a 
disturbance at a shop in George 
Street, Oban, at 11.50pm on 
Friday March 24.

Subsequently a man aged 36 
was arrested and charged with 
allegedly using racially abusive 
language. The man was held for 
court and a report was submit-
ted to the procurator � scal.

Dangerous driving
A BLUE Mercedes car was 
reported to have been driven 
in a dangerous manner while 
carrying out an overtaking 
manoeuvre on the A85 at 
Connel at about 12.30pm on 

Friday March 24. Police are 
investigating the alleged 
incident and are appealing for 
any witnesses or anyone with 
any information to contact 
them on 101 or anonymously 
through Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111.

Man arrested
ABOUT 3.50pm on Saturday 
March 25, in Gallanach Road, 
Oban, police arrested a man 
aged 26 for alleged abusive 
behavior and a report was sub-
mitted to the procurator � scal.

Car owner traced
ON SUNDAY March 26, at 
approximately 11am in North 
Connel, a car was allegedly 
found to have been left in a 
position causing an obstruc-
tion and that a dog within 
the car was allegedly left for 
a period of time with no water 
or ventilation.

The car owner, a man aged 
27, was later traced and 
charged with the o� ences and 
a report will be submitted to 
the procurator � scal.

The dog was taken care of by 
a relative of the owner.

Speeding o� ences
ON SATURDAY 25 and Sunday 
March 26, three men, aged 30, 
41 and 51, were caught allegedly 
driving at excessive speed on the 
A85 at Arrivain, near Tyndrum.

All were stopped and charged 
with the alleged o� ences and 
reports will be submitted to the 
procurator � scal.

Success story for 
young Oban writer
A 15-YEAR-OLD girl from 
Oban has achieved a pres-
tigious writing prize after 
declaring: 'It's not impossible 
to do what you love.'

Abbie Wood, an aspiring 
fantasy novel writer and an 
Oban High pupil, is part 
of a team of young authors 
and illustrators responsible 
for planning and hosting 
StoryCon 2017, Scotland’s 
biggest creative writing and 
illustration conference for 
young people.

The Scottish Book Trust 
announced the names of the 
seven teenage writers and 
illustrators on Friday March 
24. All have been recruited to 
steer the nationwide What’s 
Your Story? programme 
aimed at increasing oppor-
tunities for young people 
to access and contribute to 
literary culture.

Abbie will also work on her 
own creative development, 
benefiting from a residency 
with the National Library of 
Scotland, professional men-
toring from a writer working 
in her chosen genre and a 
retreat at Moniack Mhor, 
Scotland’s creative writing 
centre. Her work will be 
showcased at a special event 
in collaboration with Neu! 
Reekie! in September.

Abbie said: 'I applied for 
the What’s Your Story? 
programme to open other 
people’s eyes to writing and 
show teenagers like me it’s 
not always impossible to do 
the things you love.

'I want to meet like-minded 
people in this programme 
who love writing as much as 
I do, and I think the one-to-

one professional mentoring 
with a published author is 
an invaluable experience 
and a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity, which will help 
me improve and learn how to 
adapt my writing.

'I’m hoping to work on a 
fantasy novel with my mentor, 
and I’m aiming to have a few 
chapters completed for the 
showcase.'

Nicole Brandon, young 
writers co-ordinator at the 
Scottish Book Trust (SBT), 
said: 'SBT is delighted to 
have chosen its seven teens 
to participate in the What’s 
Your Story? programme.

'Our seven participants will 
now have the chance to devel-
op creatively, create resourc-
es and opportunities for their 
fellow teens, and showcase 
the contributions and fan-
tastic potential of Scotland’s 
teen literary scene.'

The free event for up to 100 
people aged 13 to 19 each day 
will be held in Glasgow from 
June 24 to 25.

Spaces are limited, so those 
interested should sign up for 
e-updates at www.thestoryis.
co.uk/storycon-e-updates.

Railcard users lose discounts in Highlands
USERS of the West Highland 
Railcard will be pleased to learn 
there is a solution on the way for 
those people who want to book 
online and use the discount 
card, writes Louise Glen.

In a response to The Oban 
Times, ScotRail Alliance, which 
runs the service, said it will look 
at an issue with its technology 
developers.

The move comes after The 
Oban Times was contacted by 
reader Darren Mather, who  

said: ‘The railcard offers 50 per 
cent discount for a journey from 
Oban to Glasgow. But when 
booking with the card online, it 
gives no discount which means 
an open return now costs £41.80.

‘This will really affect an-
yone in Oban who uses this 
service. I’ve sent an email to 
ScotRail and it takes up to seven 
days for them to reply.

‘A lot of locals use this ser-
vice – that’s why they pay for a 
Highland card. Trainline and 

national rail also won’t give 
the Highland railcard discount 
either.’

Mr Mather was previously 
advised by ScotRail: ‘Next time 
you require this ticket, then 
just select the West Highland 
Railcard option. The web team 
are going to alter the way this 
is worded and displayed on the 
website.’

A ScotRail Alliance spokes-
person said: ‘This is a compli-
cated issue and we are working 

as hard as we can to simplify this 
for our customers in the West 
Highlands.

‘Anyone having difficulty 
booking should call our booking 
line in the meantime.’

It is understood the system 
currently cannot calculate the 
discount on the first leg of 
the journey while offering an 
onward journey.

For example, to go from Oban 
to Liverpool would invalidate 
the railcard.

Yvonne meets top Indian offi cial
YVONNE MacHugh, the 
fiancée of Connel ex-soldier 
Billy Irving, who was jailed 
in India for alleged firearms 
offences, met India’s High 
Commissioner to the UK in 
London on Friday in a fresh bid 
to secure his release.

Billy, 37, and five other Brit-
ish servicemen – Nick Dunn, 
John Armstrong, Ray Tindall, 
Paul Towers and Nicholas 
Simpson – are being held in 
the vast Puzhal Central Jail in 
Chennai. 

Fears for their safety rose 

earlier this month amid re-
ports that one of the Chennai 
Six, John Armstrong from 
Cumbria, had been viciously 
attacked and forced into a 
mental hospital.

Yvonne also met FCO offi-
cials on Friday to discuss the 
dangers the men face in prison. 

‘They said in their press state-
ments they were looking after 
the health of the men,’ she said, 
but she told them on Friday: 
‘You cannot guarantee their 
health is looked after.’

‘[Billy] looks healthy. It is 
worrying if Billy needs any 
medical treatment. We are 
not guaranteed it will happen. 

They do not have the right to 
go to the prison doctor.’

Yvonne had also organised 
to meet new Indian High 
Commissioner Yashvardhan 
Kumar Sinha. ‘I wanted him to 
see the men as people, fathers, 
husbands,’ she said. ‘He was a 
lovely man. 

‘He was really accom-
modating, hospitable. He 
did not know a lot about it, 
which was worrying because 
the FCO said they had spoken 
to him about the men.

‘He said call him any time 
and keep him up to speed. The 
Indian government can help us 
far more than the British have.

‘They will not openly say they 
know they are innocent and 
they should be released. 

‘The British government is-
sued the guns licences, so that’s 
why they know the men are 
innocent. They are spineless.’

Billy has been buoyed by visits 
from fellow West Coasters. 

One, Seumas Nicolson, 
posted on the Bring Billy Back 
Facebook page on March 8: ‘I 
sit amazed at the strength of a 
man facing such huge adversity. 

‘I’m glad I went to show my 
support to him and his fellow 
crew and bring him much 
needed supplies. 

‘He’s not committed any 

crime, he was just in the wrong 
place at the wrong time.’

One of Billy’s primary school 
friends from Appin also visited 
him in prison while travelling 
in India. 

Yvonne added: ‘She brought 
him fresh fruit. He had plenty 
of dried fruit in parcels sent to 
him. It is a great weight off our 
shoulders. 

‘Anyone in the vicinity who 
wants to visit him, they can 
arrange it through me.’

Billy, while waiting for his ap-
peal verdict, gave their young 
son William ‘a wee stuffed 
teddy piper’ that was sent to 
him, and a gift for Yvonne. 

She explained: ‘He sent me 
a wee rag that he used to pray 
for us. But now he is asking us 
to pray for him. He says we are 
doing alright.’

A peaceful protest will be held 
outside the High Commission 
of India in London on Monday 
April 24 calling for them to be 
returned home. 

Robert Semple is also run-
ning the London Marathon 
and cycling the Kintyre Ultra 
mountain bike race to raise 
£2000 to help Billy’s family 
secure his release. 

To donate, you can visit Rob-
ert Semple’s www.justgiving.
com webpage.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Pensioner, 
79, jailed 
for fl outing 
road ban
A 79-YEAR-OLD man caught 
driving after he had been 
banned for life was sentenced 
to six months in prison when he 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 
on Tuesday (March 28).

Gordon Comrie was stopped 
by police on the A85 Oban to 
Tyndrum road on February 21. 
He was also charged with driving 
without insurance. 

He pleaded guilty.
Comrie, of Manager's House, 

Woodhill, Blairgowrie, was 
living with a companion in 
Loch awe village at the time of 
the incident.

While moving home to 
Lochawe some of his belong-
ings had been left behind in 
Perthshire, and after becoming 
anxious Comrie said he had 
taken the car to retrieve his 
possessions.

He initially said his companion 
would have difficulty living 
alone but, later in the hearing, 
defence agent Kevin McGuiness 
confirmed Comrie's partner was 
able to do so.

Sentencing Comrie, Sheriff 
Ruth Anderson QC said: ‘Given 
your record, there is no other 
recourse to the court than a cus-
todial sentence for six months.

‘When you do get out of jail you 
will have a 10-year driving ban – 
but as you are already banned for 
life, I doubt that disqualification 
will mean much to you.’

School marks its 150th anniversary in � ne style
A reunion of pupils past and present who attended Achaleven Primary in Connel, to celebrate 150 years of the school, took place at the 

weekend. The school was full of pictures and memories, while the village hall was bedecked in lots of bright yellow.

Abbie Wood.
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An extension 
An all year round family room 

An offi ce | A play area
You make the vision 
and we’ll make the 

dream come true.

a conservatory offers
unlimited possibilities for an 

extra room to your home

Let’s get behind the 
Oban Times A85 drive
THERE is an old maxim that there is 
no such thing as a dangerous road, only 
dangerous drivers.

Really? Surely the two are insepara-
ble. Which is why we have launched this 
week a vital campaign to secure safety 
improvements on the A85 between Oban 
and Connel.

Over the years there have been numer-
ous accidents on this stretch of road, 
many of them very serious.

Almost always, the accidents are caused 
by dangerous or careless drivers travelling 
at excessive speed and trying to overtake 
where they should not.

Why the powers-that-be have been so 
reluctant in the past to carry out straight-
forward and inexpensive measures is a 
mystery.

Now we are demanding that action is 
taken

Our demands are simple and three-fold.
First, we want a reduction to the speed 

limit on this stretch of road. Secondly, 
we want double white lines to prevent 
overtaking. And, thirdly, we want a 
proper lay-by created at Pennyfuir 
cemetery to allow buses to pick up and 
drop off passengers safely.

None of this is difficult. In the case of 
the cemetery, the lay-by is virtually there 
already: it only requires the removal of 
kerbing and grass.

I would urge all of our readers to get 
behind this crucial campaign. With the 
tourism season imminent, the road will 
become busier than ever. Let’s make sure 
it is as safe as possible.

Bins collection system 
remains a real problem
I MAKE no apology for returning to 
the failing three-weekly waste collection 
system imposed on the hapless residents 
of Argyll and Bute.

As Oban Times reader Ewan Soutar so 
graphically illustrates in today’s paper, 
there is still a considerable problem where 
he lives at Glencruitten Road.

Mr Soutar and his neighbours have 
been suffering with only two small 
general waste wheelie bins for four – 
count them – homes. I don’t know about 
his neighbours, but Mr Soutar assures 
me he had contacted  the council on 
two occasions to raise the matter, but 
no-one at the local authority bothered to 
respond.

Call me a cynic, but the situation was 

rapidly resolved this week only after 
Mr Soutar copied The Oban Times into 
another complaining email that he also 
sent to Councillor Roddy McCuish and 
MP Brendan O’Hara.

Suddenly, once the newspaper and 
elected politicians were involved, the 
council finally managed to extract its 
finger and provide two more bins.

I would remind you that it is only a few 
weeks ago that the council leader, Dick 
Walsh, said the three-weekly collection 
system has ‘on the whole worked well’.

Try telling that to Mr Soutar and his 
neighbours whose living environs have 
been blighted by rotting rubbish.

Yvonne proves such 
a doughty campaigner
THE British government’s Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office should hang its 
head in shame.

It has failed utterly in its duty to Billy 
Irving, the Connel man languishing in an 
Indian jail on the most spurious of charges. 
His resolute fiancée, Yvonne MacHugh, 
has fought – and continues to prosecute – a 
determined campaign to have Billy and the 
other British men jailed with him released 
and returned home.

Yvonne’s tenacity has shown her to be 
a doughty ally whose steadfast efforts 
on Billy’s behalf serve only to portray the 
Foreign Office mandarins as ineffectual, 
clueless and hopeless lackeys.

What do you think?
Do you have something you want to 
share? Let me know by writing to me at  
The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4 HB, or by email to mlaing@
obantimes.co.uk.

At Random MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

The 
cemetery at 

Pennyfuir 
needs a 
proper 

lay-by so 
buses can 

pick up and 
drop o�  

passengers

Lifeboat races to aid diver
OBAN lifeboat launched early 
on Sunday March 26 to assist a 
diver suffering from the bends.

The Mora Edith MacDonald 
was called out at 7.25am, 
at the request of Stornoway 
Coastguard, to evacuate a diver 
showing signs of decompression 
sickness from Loch Aline.

The volunteer crew departed 
Oban, making best speed to-
wards Loch Aline, arriving on 

scene at the pontoons by 8.08am.
Following a hand over from the 

doctor, the casualty was taken 
on board the lifeboat for the 
journey back to Oban.

The lifeboat arrived back 
alongside the berth by 9.05am 
where the casualty was trans-
ferred into the care of para-
medics. Oban lifeboat was then 
refuelled and made ready for 
service again.

Life in a school that Rocks
THINGS have been very busy at Rock-
field over the past couple of months.

We have had a lot of community in-
volvement with parents participating with 
the pupils in Heartstart training, paired 
reading training and making pancakes 
for Shrove Tuesday, which were delicious.

Pupils from primary four and five 
participated in and won the local athletics 
competition, having been coached by 
Jean MacPherson.

We had the winning team of primary 
seven pupils who competed in the Oban 
High School maths festival last month.

Rockfield pupils won both sections, 
one on practical problem-solving and 
one on written problem-solving. Well 
done and congratulations to all who 
took part.

Pupils from primary six and seven 
participated in a gymnastics competition 
at Oban High, a great effort from all 
involved. Pupils from primary six are 
undergoing their bicycle training which 
equips them with the skills to be safe on 
the roads.

Primary five and six pupils are partici-
pating in swimming lessons at Atlantis 
Leisure, which is essential for a commu-
nity by the sea.

The wonderful Hopscotch Theatre 
Company visited Rockfield Primary 
and put on a production of Scotland – A 
Nation of Innovation for second level 
pupils. This drama demonstrated how 
Scottish inventors have influenced our 
world and showed how the skills they are 
learning in school could turn them into 
future inventors.

Primary one pupils had a whole day of 
celebration for Chinese new year. This 
wonderful event included tasting Chinese 
food, making Chinese lanterns and drag-
on dancing to Chinese music.

On Saturday March 18 we held our 
annual daffodil tea which was extremely 
successful and the pupils from the lower 
school made beautiful gifts to sell as part 
of their enterprise initiative.

The money raised from this venture will 

be used to help pay for many varied and 
interesting school trips.

Rockfield pupils have been involved 
in the First Minister’s reading chal-
lenge. This, combined with our new 
library facility, has been extremely suc-
cessful, resulting in the pupils accessing a 
whole range of new and favourite books.

One pupil in primary six, Olivia Pear-
son, read more than 2,000 pages as part 
of her class reading challenge. Another 

pupil in primary six, Lauren Gibson, won 
the local Rotary writing competition, 
using the title of Reflections as a stimulus 
for her writing. Well done to both.

Rockfield’s PTA held a very successful 
spring garden day this month, starting 
the transformation of an area of the play-
ground’s garden into a restful hideaway 
for all the children. We started by plant-
ing a buddleia hedge to attract butterflies 
and filled our beautiful bespoke bug hotel 

which will help us learn about our insect 
life, as well as creating a bird feeding 
area. We remembered to leave space for 
the winners of our daffodil tea’s ‘design a 
birdfeeder’ competition.

Measan (fruit) was the theme of our 
second area and we all look forward to 
enjoying the ‘fruits’ of our labours later in 
the year. Among other things, the pupils 
suggested getting more colour into the 
garden and labelling the plants so they 
could learn more about them which has 
resulted in English and Gàidhlig signs 
and plans for a ‘retired welly’ painting 
session to act as more planters.

We would like to thank Greenshoots, 
Homebase and the Sea Cadets for their 
continuing support, as well as several 
rather muddy children and parents – ta-
padh leibh h-uile duine.

The Gaelic unit hosted a ‘sharing of 
learning’ event on Wednesday March 15. 
More than 70 parents and family mem-
bers attended and had the opportunity to 
pop into the Gaelic classes as well as the 
nursery.

The nursery has been busy learning 
about transport, investigating ways to get 
around the community, including back 
and forth to school linked to technology.

The children have visited the CalMac 
ferry terminal, and the train and bus 
stations. They have been out and about 
observing the cars people have and iden-
tifying colours and shapes. The children 
were very busy creating a range of models 
and displays for their families to come 
and look at during our exhibition day, 
which went very well.

Stay-and-play sessions within the nurs-
ery allowed family members to come and 
join the children in creating their models.

The nursery invested in real tools for 
the children to use and they have been 
learning about safety and risk assessment, 
while using the tools to hammer nails, 
and explore chisels, pliers, screwdrivers 
and saws.

For more photographs: go to www.
obantimes.co.uk.

The PTA held a very 
successful spring 

garden day to 
transform an area of 

the playground into a 
restful hideaway. 

Cycle safety has been taught. Chinese new year was popular.

Heartstart training gave vital skills.The maths team had a major triumph.

Pupils rose to the reading challenge. The da� odil tea was a great success. Sam, Abby, Aidan, Siobhan and Sam with their bags.

A PUPIL from Park Primary 
has won £500 for his school 
after winning a healthy eating 
drawing competition organised 
by Tesco in Oban.

Aidan McDonald, 10, drew 
the winning design, featuring 
fruit and vegetable characters 
enjoying exercise.

Aidan’s design has been 
transferred onto limited edition 
hessian bags and given away in 
the store. Along with the £500 
donation to his school, Aidan 
also won a £25 gift card for 
himself.

Store manager Brian Ross 
went to the school to present 
Aidan with his prize and 400 of 

the hessian bags. He said: ‘We 
had a fantastic response to the 
drawing competition but it was 
Aidan’s design that really stood 
out for us.

‘Tesco has a national eat 
happy project which encour-
ages children to have a healthy 
relationship with food and this 
competition helped the children 
to think about the importance 
of healthy eating.

‘We would also like to say a 
big thank you to every pupil who 
entered the competition. We 
really enjoyed looking through 
the entries and it was great to 
see all of the creative drawings 
about healthy eating.’

Park pupil bags top prize

Teen forfeits £1,500 
from sale of cannabis
A 19-YEAR-OLD man has ad-
mitted being concerned in the 
supply of cannabis and forfeited 
£1,500 believed to be from the 
sale of the drug.

John Samuel Scott, of Ha-
zeldene Crescent in Oban, was 
also sentenced to 200 hours of 
unpaid work and will be under 
social work supervision for two 
years.

On January 18, 2017, from 
10 Hazeldene Crescent, Scott 
was cautioned and charged by 
police officers and previously 
appeared in court on February 
1 to make his guilty plea.

In mitigation, Scott said he was 
smoking cannabis himself and 
would only buy it for his group 
of friends. He collected the 

money from them and passed it 
onto the seller.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
told Scott he had choices to 
make about the way in which he 
conducted himself. 

The sheriff said: ‘If you con-
tinue to smoke cannabis and 
buy it for your friends, it will be 
the same people who drive you 
in here.

‘I think you are probably quite 
immature and the two years 
under a supervision order will 
allow you to grow up a bit.

‘The supervision order and the 
unpaid work order will allow 
you to make a choice.

‘You have good family support 
and I hope you will make the 
correct choice.’
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We’ve 
cracked it!

£9.99
save £11.01
He-Shi Limited Edition
Express Tan & Mitt
150ml
RRP £21.00

off
John Frieda Range

£1.49
save £1.90
Lynx Shower XL
400ml
RRP £3.39

99p
save 30p
Steradent Active
30pk
RRP £1.29

£1.49
save £2.50
Sure Anti-Perspirant
250ml
RRP £3.99

Elvive Phytoclear Range

up to

16 George St, Oban

only

£4.99
Eylure Twin Pack Lashes

only

99p
Imperial Leather Shower
500ml

Oban basks in warm spring sunshine

MPs 
relive 
terror 
attacks
HIGHLANDS and Island MPs 
have spoken poignantly about 
police and security staff at 
parliament, following the terror 
attack last Wednesday.

Offering condolences to the 
family and friends of those 
who died, Angus MacNeil and 
Brendan O’Hara explained what 
happened.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘The events 
of last Wednesday have affected 
everyone, not least our friends 
in the police who look after us 
every day.

‘Last Wednesday I was in 
the Chamber of the House of 
Commons when parliament 
was suspended and put into 
lockdown due to the ongoing 
incident outside.

‘The first half-hour or so was 
very concerning. We knew shots 
had been fired, but we didn’t 
know who had fired them and 
we didn’t know if more attacks 
would happen. It was shocking 
and very sad when we heard that 
people had lost their lives.

‘We knew quite early on that 
we were safe ourselves.’

Mr O’Hara added: ‘My 
thoughts and prayers are with 
those who died.

‘PC Keith Palmer’s courage and 
professionalism exemplified all 
of the security staff and police at 
Westminster, who do an absolute-
ly superb job keeping all members 
and staff safe every day.

‘The fact that this incident was 
brought to an end so swiftly, 
before the attacker could make 
any progress into the Palace of 
Westminster simply proves how 
professional they are.

‘The UK and Scottish par-
liaments did exactly the right 
thing by honouring PC Palmer 
and the other victims of this 
attack as they did by getting 
straight back to work the next 
day, thereby sending a clear 
message to those who think that 
by bringing terror to the streets 
of London or any other city in 
the United Kingdom that they 
cannot divide us.’

OBAN was graced by a glo-
rious springtime weather this 
week with temperatures rock-
eting to 16°C, just below the 
17°C Scottish high in Aboyne.

The Oban Times hit the har-
bour to find out how people 
were spending a day in the sun.

Students Daniel and Jade 
were enjoying a ‘monster of a 
snowcone’, commenting that 
Oban sees weather like this, 
‘once in a blue moon’.

Pensioner Mary Collins, who 
was on a Highland Heritage 
holiday, said that the weather 
was, ‘most unexpected’. 

She also said that she was 

‘one of the lucky ones who 
packed sunglasses’.

Neil Munn came over from 
Tiree on a ‘lovely day’ for a 
hospital appointment. That 
did not dampen his spirits, 
however, as he was enjoying 
the ‘glorious weather for this 
time of year’.

South African couple Ghitta 
and Phillip stopped in Oban 
as part of their journey up the 
West Coast. They were spend-
ing the day ‘eating chips’ with 
15-year-old Yorkshire terrier, 
Shredder. Despite being blind 
with one tooth, the heat did 
not phase the South African 
dog. The couple remarked 
that ‘Scotland was the best 
place on the planet’.

CAMERON GRAY
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Oban’s North Pier on Monday was positively summery.

Schools staff deeply disappointed 
after highly critical inspection 
THE leader of Argyll and Bute 
Council has written to the edu-
cation secretary saying staff are 
‘hurting’ over last week’s ‘weak’ 
inspection report.

Councillor Dick Walsh, in a 
three-page submission, points 
out the successes he sees within 
the education system, and asks 
the cabinet minister to ask for 
‘assistance in ensuring that we 
continue to work together’.

Mr Walsh claims the education 

report contains ‘inconsistencies’.
Mr Walsh writes: ‘There is 

no-one, I am sure, within Argyll 
and Bute’s education service 
who is not deeply disappointed 
and, indeed, hurting, over the 
grading and outcome following 
this inspection.

‘Education staff are focused 
on and prioritise above all else 
the delivery and improvement 
of a quality education service 
for our communities.

‘Argyll and Bute currently has 
the fifth highest performance 
in securing positive destina-

tions for 16- to 24-year-olds in 
Scotland. This demonstrates 
the quality of outcome as a 
consequence of their education 
experience in Argyll and Bute.

‘It is important to point out 
that the report highlights 
many areas of good work, good 
practice, progress and improve-
ment in all areas of education 
management, including recent 
changes considered to be pos-
itive. It does, however, contain 
some inconsistencies.’

Mr Walsh continues: ‘That is 
why I feel that now is the time, 

even more so, to be working 
together as a positive collective 
– local and national government 
working with all tiers of educa-
tion management to deliver the 
education service our young 
people deserve and expect.

‘You have spoken before about 
“parity of esteem” between 
local and national government, 
and I very much hope you will 
continue in that spirit and assist 
in ensuring we continue to work 
together as a strong collective 
to support and sustain the 
future delivery of an excellent, 

high quality education service.’
Councillors have been in a war 

of emails as they try to distance 
themselves from the report.

Former leader James Robb 
said: ‘Unfortunately, as the 
report states, it is the children’s 
learning that is impaired. 

‘Parliamentarians calling for 
heads to roll miss the point 
entirely, for the council actually 
needs to head hunt – to hire 
a permanent, qualified and 
experienced executive director 
to provide strategic leadership 
of education.

‘I feel sorry for our head teach-
ers and the current acting head 
of education who has worked 
so hard only to be kicked in the 
teeth by this report.’

Councillor Kieron Green said: 
‘What is important is what we 
as an authority can learn from 
this, and how we as current 
councillors, and all those candi-
dates standing in May who are 
successful in being elected, can 
provide the political leadership 
to help officers to get on with 
the task of fixing the problems 
identified.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Four homes forced to 
share two small bins
FOUR Oban houses sharing 
just two overflowing green 
bins were finally given their 
due quota this week after 
giving up contacting The Oban 
Times.

A Glencruitten Road resi-
dent complained to his MP, lo-
cal councillors and The Oban 
Times on Monday that four 
properties had been reduced 
to sharing two small green 
bins for general waste, and 
one small blue recycling bin, 
to last for three weeks between 
collections.

‘I have contacted the council 
through the correct channels 
twice, the last time around two 
weeks ago by telephone, and 
have as yet had no response,’ 
said Ewan Soutar.

Mr Soutar sent us this photo-
graph of the shared bins ‘full to 
bursting’, a week before their 
last collection, with several 
bags piling up.

‘Following the collection,’ he 
said, ‘I put these bags in one 
of the bins, which means we 

now only have one bin for the 
three-week period.

‘If this is not remedied, I 
fear the problem will only get 
worse. 

‘As we approach the summer 
and a period of much warmer 
weather, is the council not 
concerned about the attraction 
this will have to various pests 
and the potential implications 
to public health? 

‘As the manager of a local 
business, I would be concerned 
about the impression piles 
of refuse and the pests it will 
attract would give to the many 
visitors who drive the economy 
of Oban during the summer 
months.’

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council said on 
Tuesday: ‘We will deliver 
two additional green general 
waste bins to replace two which 
appear to have been removed. 
All the residents will now have 
access to and the use of a gen-
eral waste bin. We apologise 
for any inconvenience.’ Four homes in Glencruitten Road were having to share two small bins – until The Oban Times was contacted.

MSP left 
in dark 
regarding 
education
AN MSP who covers 30 per cent 
of the constituents in Argyll 
and Bute has been left out of 
correspondence in the latest 
complaints against the council.

It took an opposition councillor 
in Helensburgh to point out that 
Jackie Baillie MSP had not been 
copied into an important email 
about working together to find 
solutions for current educational 
concerns.

Councillor George Freeman 
of Lomond said: ‘I am most 
disappointed that, yet again, no 
consideration or thought appears 
to have been given to including 
Jackie Baillie, the MSP for the 
Helensburgh and Lomond area, 
into this correspondence even 
although she is the constituency 
MSP for approximately 30 per 
cent of the population of Argyll 
and Bute and has a clear interest 
in all educational matters that 
impact on her constituents.

‘I note that you have copied 
in Michael Russell MSP as his 
constituency covers part of Argyll 
and Bute. You have also copied 
in Brendan O’Hara MP even 
although education is a devolved 

matter which Westminster MPs 
have no direct responsibility for 
yet Jackie Baillie and the Helens-
burgh and Lomond area have 
again been overlooked.’

After finally getting a copy of 
the letter, Ms Baillie said: ‘It is 
a source of disappointment that 
Argyll and Bute Council has 
failed yet again to copy me in to 
correspondence in which I have 
an interest.

‘You will know that I continue to 
be involved in supporting parents 
of children who attend Hermit-
age Academy and Luss Primary 
given significant concerns about 
the quality of education and this 
is unfortunately borne out by the 
Education Scotland report.’

A spokesperson for the Council 
said: ‘The council leader was hap-
py to provide Jackie Baillie with a 
copy of his letter to John Swinney 
and apologised that mistakenly 
she was not included.’

Jackie Baillie was left out of 
education correspondence.

Pressure group calls 
for upgrade on A82 
THE narrow roads of Loch 
Lomondside may be a thing 
of the past if lobby group 
Highlands and Islands 
Transport (HITRANS) gets 
the support it wants for an 
increase on the A82.

At its last meeting there 
was strong support from 
HITRANS for a 7.3m-wide 
carriageway on the Tarbet 
to Inverarnan section of the 
A82.

Transport Scotland 
commissioned consultants 
CH2M - Fairhurst Joint Ven-
ture to look at options for 
upgrading the A82 between 
Tarbet and Inverarnan.

It is a complex site, physi-
cally constrained, with the 
loch on one side, and the 
hillside and railway on the 
other.

The Upgrade A82 cam-
paign group has told The 
Oban Times that it under-
stands that Scottish trans-
port minister Humza Yousaf 
is to make an announcement 
on funding in April.

A recent meeting of the 
HITRANS board reported: 
‘A rethink is needed over the 
width of proposed upgrade 
of A82 between Tarbet and 
Inverarnan.’

The minute of the meeting 

held in March notes: ‘Board 
members have urged Trans-
port Scotland to reconsider 
plans to restrict the width of 
the proposed new road on 
the A82 between Tarbet and 
Inverarnan to six metres.

‘It is the unanimous view of 
the HITRANS Board that 
the width of the 17km length 
of carriageway should be a 
standard 7.3 metres.’

‘If a job is worth doing, 
it is worth doing properly,’ 
said HITRANS chairman 
James Stockan at the board 
meeting held in Inverness 
when Transport Scotland 
officials presented plans for 
the scheme.

‘We should not accept a 
sub-standard road on such a 
busy tourist route which also 
serves heavy industry. We 
must get this right.’

HITRANS officers have 
subsequently met with 
Transport Scotland officials 
to highlight their strong 
desire to see the carriageway 
built to the width of other 
main routes in Scotland.
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JEWELLER Rosie Wilson from Craignure added more 
sparkle to her career this month when she achieved the 
highest grade in her jewellery course.

Former Tobermory High School pupil Rosie, 30, grad-
uated from the National Association of Goldsmiths with 
a grade A with distinction in her Jewellery Education 
Training, at Goldsmiths Hall, London.

Rosie, above, left Mull aged 18 to study at Gray’s 
School of Art at Robert Gordon University in Aber-
deen, where she became an artist-in-residence for a year. 
She then worked as a carer and in a clothes shop to fund 
her studies at Aberdeen College, where she became a 
visiting lecturer on beading.

More recently Rosie and her partner, Robert Michie, 
moved to Forres, where she found a job working for 
Colin Campbell Jewellers in the Victorian market in 
Inverness. Rosie said achieving such a high mark came 
as a ‘relief’ after all her studying. ‘It was a very intense 
course which I loved, and I was over the moon to receive 
the grade that I did,’ she said.

‘This is a course I have been studying in my own free 
time over the past year which goes into detail about 
jewellery, the history of jewellery, gemstones, diamonds 
and hallmarking.’

Rosie’s mum and dad, who still live on Mull, have 
expressed their pride at her latest achievement.

DETAILS of George Orwell’s life on Jura were revealed 
by the writer’s son Richard Blair to Lorn Archaeological 
and Historical Society this month.

Richard, the patron of the George Orwell Society, gave 
an ‘absorbing and vivid account’ of the Orwell’s unusual 
life. George Orwell, the pen nam e of Eric Blair, married 
Eileen O’Shaughnessy in 1936, but they were unable to 
have children of their own, and adopted Richard in 1945.

Tragically Eileen died when he was only 10 months old. 
Orwell was offered a long holiday on Jura where Lord 
Astor owned the remote croft at Barnhill.

So attractive and congenial did he find it there, that he 
prevailed upon Lord Astor to let him live at Barnhill and 
in 1947 moved there with Richard, Richard’s nanny and 
Orwell’s sister, Avril. 

Orwell died of TB in 1950 at the age of 46 and Richard 
went to live with his aunt Avril and Bill Dunn who had 
married and lived at Craignish. 

The next meeting of the society is on Friday April 21, 
when Lorn MacIntyre will speak on The Campbells of 
Dunstaffnage. Everyone welcome.

ENTRIES are now open for runners to join the pictur-
esque Crinan Puffer Race along the Crinan Canal on 
April 23.

The eight mile point-to-point race from Crinan to Ar-
drishaig along the Crinan Canal, promoted by the Mid 
Argyll Athletics Club, is fundraising for the Mid Argyll 
Swimming Pool.

Speaking on behalf of the race organisers, Sue Hill-
man, chair of Mid Argyll Community Enterprises said: 
‘The Crinan Puffer has become a regular feature in the 
race calendar and the Mid Argyll event attracts a strong 
field of runners. Race entry is now open and we look 
forward to welcoming old friends and new participants 
from across Scotland and further afield.’

The initial support for this event, through the Heart 
of the Community Trust, started in 2011. Organisers 
thanked Scottish Sea Farms for their continued sup-
port – its two sponsorship deals, each worth £3,000 over 
three years, was due to an end this year.

Ms Hillman added: ‘We are delighted to welcome 
Scottish Sea Farms and the Heart of the Community 
Trust as principle race sponsor again this year.’

Jim Gallagher, managing director of Scottish Sea 
Farms, commented: ‘This is a brilliant event for all levels 
of runner and attracts a lot of visitors to the area, which 
is good news for Argyll. 

‘We are delighted to have been able to support the race 
for six years.’

Entrants must be 16 years of age or older on the day 
of the race.

Crinan

Mull

Mull

Oban

Dalmally

TIREE High School got 
animated this week with a 
workshop from Jim Parkyn, 
a senior model-maker at 
Oscar-winning Aardman 
Animations, which created 
Wallace and Gromit.

Mr Parkyn, who has 
worked on many of the 
Aardman Animations, 
including Shaun the Sheep 
Movie, Chicken Run, The 
Pirates, Creature Comforts 
and Timmy Time, came 
up from Bristol, where 
Aardman Animations is 
based and has been making 
animations for the last 45 
years.

Thanks to support from 
Into Film, Aardman 
Animations and the Tiree 

Community Development 
Trust, Jim spent the day 
at Tiree High School on 
March 21 speaking to young 
people from age three years 
and up.

As well as watching some 
of the films, there were talks 
on careers, how animation 
works, a chance to make a 
Morph, and pupils had the 
opportunity to make their 
own animations.

Jack Lockhart worked 
with various youth groups 
over the week to make ani-
mations that can be entered 
into a competition run by 
Into Film: The Animation 
Challenge.

To see more photographs, 
visit www.obantimes.co.uk

Tiree youngsters get animated about 
arrival of special visitor to school

Pupils had the change to create their own Morphs and 
make their own animated � lms.

PUPILS from Lochdonhead Primary School, Mull, trav-
elled on the ferry to Oban to celebrate one pupil’s success.

The youngster has read one million words in six months as 
part of the National Literary Trust’s reading for enjoyment 
and was awarded a book of her choice from Waterstone’s 
to celebrate. The award was funded by the school’s parent 
council. Thanks are extended to the parent council for also 
funding the trip. The pupils all took the time to look at the 
choice of books on offer before selecting one or two for 
themselves using their World Book Day gift vouchers.

Before heading back to Mull on the ferry, the pupils 
enjoyed lunch in the town.

MULL Rugby Club was delighted that its young rugby 
star Sophie Ralston was chosen as a Scotland mascot for 
the match against Italy in the Six Nations final weekend. 

Sophie has been playing rugby for a few years, repre-
senting Salen Primary School at tag rugby and Mull at 
mini and youth level. 

She is currently in second year at Tobermory High 
School. Her favourite player is Stuart Hogg. 

Sophie’s grandfather, Cameron Whyte, represented 
Scotland in the 1950s and is delighted for her as he 
thinks she is a player with great potential and hopes her 
experience will inspire her to greater things, such as  
playing in the Scottish rugby’s ladies team. 

Sophie was watched from the stand by her mum and 
dad, Claire and Gerry Ralston, both former Mull Rugby 
Club players, and her brother Iain.

A JOINT letter from Michael Russell MSP and Donald 
Cameron MSP with regards to Struan Lodge has been 
sent to the chief executive of the Health and Social Care 
Partnership.

The letter states both politicians are ‘of the view that 
Struan Lodge is a much-needed facility within Cowal’ 
and that the provision of beds for those who cannot be 
cared for at home is, and will continue to be, a necessary 
part of care for the elderly in this area. ‘Given the above, 
we wish to place on record our shared view that Struan 
Lodge should not close, that new admissions should be 
encouraged and that the plan brought forward by the 
community should be adopted by the Integrated Joint 
Board as a basis for future provision at Struan Lodge.’

DALMALLY residents 
were encouraged to do 
a spot of surveillance 
last week when a visiting 
detective offered his tips 
for monitoring remarkable 
goings on after dark.

Dr Pete Minting, a 
‘newt detective’ from the 
Amphibian and Reptile 
Conservation Trust, shared 
his expertise on identifying 
and conserving Scotland’s 
amphibians and encour-
aged locals to research and 
record activity in the area, 
especially at night.

Dr Minting, who organises 
the national Great Crested 
Newt Detectives Project, 
visited Dalmally School on 
Monday March 20, provid-
ing a workshop for pupils in 
the primary 4-7 class.

A presentation at Dal-
mally Community Centre 
on Tuesday evening, March 
21, focused on methods 
of detecting amphibians 
and recruited local volun-
teers – one of whom got 
to work watching toads as 

Dalmally Station. Photograph: Liz Ga� ney Whaite.

soon as she returned home 
that evening - to survey 
local ponds and take water 
samples, which can be DNA 
tested to ascertain whether 
great crested newts are 
present.

After the talk, Dr Minting 
conducted a torch-light 
survey of still water on and 
near Dalmally Golf course 
finding frogspawn and pal-
mate newts, and recording 
220 toads, including some 
showing mating behaviour.

THE RECENT history of 
Dalmally’s station building 
was explored alongside its 
distant past in a talk and 
tour on Friday March 17.

Liz Gaffney Whaite, a 
textile artist who lives and 
works in the station, hosted 
the event in association 
with Dalmally Historical 
Association.

She showed visitors 
the progress she and her 
husband Graham, a former 
roofer and plumber, have 
made in restoring the 

once-derelict site while 
facing the challenges of 
falling masonry, incoming 
water, wet rot, dry rot and 
woodworm. The restoration 
has also provided physical 
clues about where things 
were and how they operated 
in the past, which helped 
the owners with another 
project – gathering and 
sharing stories and memo-
ries from those who remem-
ber the station building in 

its bustling earlier days. 
Though fascinating work, 
Liz admits that working out 
what happened in the past is 
never easy. 

‘A combination of ques-
tions is the best way to get 
to an answer,’ she said. 
‘History is a lot of pieces of 
puzzles and we try and fit 
them together.’

If you have memories of 
Dalmally Station, contact 
info@heartfeltbyliz.com

Cowal

The pupils outside Waterstone’s.

Lochdonhead pupils celebrate reading success

Roads to ruin
AS A driver who uses the 
A82 Crianlarich/Loch 
Lomond road regularly, 
I am amazed at the con-
dition that the road from 
Inverarnan to Tarbet is in.

This road, which is the 
main road from Glasgow 
to Fort William, is in total 
decay. During periods of inclement weather, flooding is 
becoming a major issue on many sections of the route. 
The road surface is crumbling and around the Loch 
Lomond caravan park area, and large bits of stone are 
regularly breaking away from retaining walls at the side 
of the road, causing a hazard to motorists.

Another problem is the volume of large vehicles – ar-
ticulated lorries and tour coaches – using this road. In 
some stretches, the size of those vehicles passing each 
other safely is becoming more difficult.

On the same subject, I read with interest in the pages 
of the Argyllshire Advertiser that at a meeting of the Ar-
gyll Chamber of Commerce last week, the government’s 
transport minister, Humza Yousaf, was told that the 
upgrading of the A83 Rest and be Thankfully was far 
from finished. His reply to this was: ‘I feel that we are 
getting towards a solution.’

My reply to him is: ‘The solution to the road infrastruc-
ture problems are long overdue. Do we have to wait until 
there is a tragedy before the problems will be solved?’

The usual point was made by the transport minister on 
several occasions – yes, here we go – ‘we live in times of 
financial restraint’.

My question to Mr Yousaf is: ‘What price do you and 
your government put on the safety and lives of people 
using these roads daily?’

And, finally on this subject, I find it quite absurd that 
countless millions of pounds can be found for motorway 
works south of Glasgow. Is there a difference in priority 
here? We all pay the same road taxes, Mr Yousaf, or do 
people in the rural north-west not matter?

Trouble in sun
TOGETHER with the glorious sunshine, spring seems 
to have arrived, and with it the village idiots.

While out for my early morning stroll at Ganavan, 
dog in tow, I came across a coastal life-saving device 
which is kept in a container. It is simply a float with a 
long length of rope that can be thrown to a person in 
trouble in the water, enabling people on land to pull the 
said casualty ashore. However, some clown thought they 
would launch the rescue device around the car park. 

This is not a plaything – this is a life-saving device.

Pipe band memories
FINALLY, I would like to end on a personal note that 
allows me look back with great nostalgia to 1974.

On that particular grey wet day in Glasgow, Oban 
Junior Pipe Band won the World Pipe Band Champion-
ships. Late on that evening, on return to Oban, the band 
delivered a brilliant victory parade through the town.

Of course the jungle drums sounded through the town 
before our arrival and the street was packed for the 
impromptu concert at Douglas Corner.

After that great event the pipe band were entertained 
by the Argyll County Council, with every band member 
presented with an inscribed statue. Happy days, brilliant 
memories.

And with the fantastic upsurge of young pipers and 
drummers today, I wish you all the best for the coming 
season and the future.

George Berry
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Mike and Lisa 
have split up
...she’s browsing 
while he’s paying

Conservatories

Solar panels

Windows

Guess I’d 
better get 
comfy. 
Hey Lisa, 
we’re 
in the 
paper!

I didn’t realise 
Cairngorm did 
so much!

Kitchens

MORVERN
lines
The Monarch of 
the Glen is saved
IN NOVEMBER last year I 
drew attention in this column 
to the likelihood of one of 
Scotland’s most stunning pic-
ture being placed on the open 
market. 

There was good news from 
Edinburgh the other day con-
firming that The Monarch of 
the Glen painting is not now 
to be auctioned to the highest 
bidder but will remain on pub-
lic display after a successful £4 
million fundraising campaign.

Thank you, Oban Times 
readers, as I know many of you 
wrote to the Scottish culture 
secretary asking her to halt 
the sale and sent donations 
towards its purchase.

This famous work, painted 
in 1851 by Sir Edwin Land-
seer, featuring the image of 
12-pointer stag in a misty 
Highland corrie, has been 
bought by the National Gal-
leries of Scotland. 

Diageo, the drinks company 
who had loaned the painting 
to the National Museum of 
Scotland in Edinburgh for the 
past 17 years, announced its 
intention to dispose of half of 
the expected £8 million asking 
price to help it remain on pub-
lic view in Scotland.

A fundraising drive was 
launched last year. With help 
from Diageo, the National 
Lottery, the Art Fund, the 
Scottish Government, private 
trusts, foundations and, above 
all, the public, the painting has 
been secured.

Sir John Leighton, NGS 
director-general, said: ‘We are 
thrilled that we have been able 
to secure this iconic work for 
the national collection. 

The enormous support from 
the public has been incred-

ible with donations coming 
from all over the world and 
from the length and breadth 
of Scotland and the United 
Kingdom.’

David Cutter, Diageo’s sen-
ior Scottish director, said: ‘We 
are very happy to have part-
nered with the NGS and to see 
the positive outcome of that 
with the Monarch of the Glen 
passing into permanent public 
ownership in Scotland for the 
first time in its history.

‘There are plans for it to go 
on tour around Scotland with 
funding from the National 
Lottery and the Scottish Gov-
ernment.’

I hope the tour will take it 
to Lochaber’s exclusive 
Resipole Gallery lying below 
the deer-filled, misty corries 

of Sunart, which enjoys an 
international reputation for 
its high quality mountain and 
moorland pictures.

Landseer often stayed at 
Glenquoich in West Inver-
ness-shire where he used its 
hills and rocks as a backdrop 
for this king of paintings. 
Edward C Ellice, the laird 
of Glenquoich, wrote in his 
important ‘Place-Names of 
Glengarry and Glenquoich’ 
(published 1930) of an inci-
dent involving Landseer.

Ellice recorded: ‘Sir Edwin 
Landseer being at Glenquoich 
[in 1861], I allowed him to take 
to the hill, the old tracker dog, 
Rifler. He was a cross between 
the deer and foxhound and the 
best tracker I ever knew.’

Landseer wounded a 

stag early in the day above 
Derelochy and loosened the 
dog. Both disappeared and 
couldn’t be found until much 
later when some men working 
on the road below, told Land-
seer that they had spotted 
both going into a steep-sided 
burn which they had not come 
out of. 

On investigation, Landseer 
found the dog lying asleep 
beside the dead stag and 
sketched the scene which he 
later presented to his host.

The overwhelming response 
to the fundraising not only 
underlines the technical bril-
liance of the picture but also 
establishes the admiration 
held by the public for red deer 
which are now being pushed 
towards extinction.

Lent … and 
an old recipe
LENT, which this year began 
on March 1 and will end on 
Thursday April 13, is a period 
of reflection and preparation 
for the celebration of Easter.

Christians who observe Lent 
use it as a time for prayer and 
penance and to give up certain 
vices such as rich food, alco-
hol, smoking or try to shed a 
few pounds in weight. We are 
told that Theresa May, our Prime 
Minister, has stopped eating salt 
and vinegar crisps and, more 
recently it is rumoured, Scotch 
eggs, for 40 days.

Giving up something we like 
is probably not as popular as 
it used to be. In times gone by 
the pious would often think 
of distractions such as using 
biblical quotations as a set of 
instructions that describes how 
to prepare or make something, 
especially a culinary dish. 

A popular one was the Scrip-
ture Cake. The ingredients 
are: four and a half cupfuls of 
1 Kings 4:22; one and a half 
cups of Judges 5:25; 2 cupfuls 
of Jeremiah 6:20; 2 cupfuls 
of 1 Samuel 30:12; 2 cupfuls 
of Nahum 3:12; one cupful 
of Numbers 17:8; two table-
spoonfuls of 1 Samuel 14:25; 
six tablespoons of Jeremiah 
17:11; half a cupful of Judges 
4:19; 2 tablespoonfuls of Amos 
4:5. Add a pinch of Leviticus 
2:13 and season to taste with 
11 Chronicles 9:9.

Finally, follow Solomon’s 
prescription for making a good 
boy in Proverbs 23:14 and you 
will have a fine cake to cele-
brate Easter with. If you are 
unable to work out the recipe. 
my email address is below.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Sir Edwin Landseer’s little known sketch made at Glenquoich in 1861.

Hunt begins for history of 
grandfather’s heroic acts
A RETIRED fireman from 
Mull is seeking information 
on the heroism of his seaman 
grandfather, James Hume, who 
was awarded a pocket watch 
from the Carnegie Hero Trust 
Fund for saving the life of a 
drowning child.

Willie Hume discovered his 
grandfather, James Sutherland 
Miller Hume, had been a life-
saving hero via a citation from 
the Carnegie Hero Fund Trust, 
collected by his father Walter.

The citation, for case number 
739, records the event: ‘James 
Hume, mercantile marine 
officer, on home leave after a 
worldwide voyage to Australia 
and New Zealand, on the sailing 
vessel Hinemoa, at the tender 
age of 20 years, then living with 
his parents at 13 Lindsay Road, 
Leith, did, on August 16, 1911, 
secure and rescue a child, nine 
years of age, from drowning, af-
ter having fallen into Newhaven 
Harbour … a magnetic attrac-
tion to all youngsters, able to 
swim or otherwise.’

The trust deemed Hume’s act 
of valour so exceptional that it 
merited not just the normal 
medal but a silver watch, 
inscribed with the words: ‘He 
serves God best who most 
nobly serves humanity.’

The trust’s committee 
presented the pocket watch 
to Hume in Leith Town Hall, 
‘with due recognition to an 
outstanding feat of heroism 
to a local Newhaven man, in 
putting his own life in danger 
to that of saving the life of an 
unknown person, placed in a 
perilous predicament of being 
within moments of losing his 
life through drowning’.

But the heroic acts did not 
end there, for James Hume, 
who served for 40 years as a 
Firth of Forth pilot. A further 
citation reads that James was 
‘presented with several certifi-
cates from the Royal Humane 
Society for saving the life of a 
ship’s captain from drowning, 
in Leith Docks, and for rescu-
ing nine men from a disabled 
converted lifeboat, in stormy 

conditions, at the Gunnet 
Ledge rocks, off Inchkeith’.

The watch, in daily use by 
James over his entire career, 
was said to give ‘faultless ser-
vice and accurate timekeeping’, 
and was inherited by his son, 
Walter – Willie’s late father.

‘Who was the rescued boy, 
and who were the nine Leith 
men?’ wondered Walter. Willie 
has now picked up the mystery, 
and is keen to solve it.

Willie, a 62-year-old retired 
firefighter who was born and 
bred in Oban but now lives 
in Tobermory, said: ‘I am ex-
tremely proud because of what 

he did. He risked his life to save 
a boy’s life.’

In 1886, the Scottish steel 
magnate and philanthropist 
Andrew Carnegie, the richest 
man in the world, heard of the 
death of a Dunfermline boy who 
drowned in an heroic attempt 
to rescue a young swimmer in 
difficulties in Dunfermline’s 
town loch.

Carnegie contributed to a 
fund to erect a memorial, in-
scribed by his words: ‘The false 
heroes of barbarous man are 
those who can only boast of the 
destruction of their fellows. The 
true heroes of civilisation are 

those alone who save or greatly 
serve them. Young Hunter was 
one of those and deserves an 
enduring monument.’

The Carnegie Hero Fund 
Trust was established in 1908 
‘to recognise civilian heroism 
and give financial assistance, 
where necessary, to people 
who have been injured or to 
the dependants of people who 
have been killed in attempting 
to save another human life in 
peaceful pursuits’.

If you have any information 
on James Hume’s heroic acts, 
contact us at The Oban Times 
via sneil@obantimes.co.uk.

Willie Hume shows the silver watch presented to his grandfather James by the Carnegie Hero Trust Fund. Photograph: AJ Macleod

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

I’m extremely 
proud of 
what he did. 
He risked his 
life to save a 
boy’s life”

Willie Hume
Retired Mull � re� ghter
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Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Days gone by – Billy Smith’s buses
Oban Times reader Nigel MacKenzie Campbell, from Dumbarton, sent in this splendid photograph with a note 

reading: ‘This is just one of Billy Smith’s buses at the Railway Pier in Oban aroud the 1960s. He ran the service from 
Easdale to Cuan Ferry, picking up passengers en route to Oban.’

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Social media

Today The Oban Times launches its campaign to make 
the A85 between Oban and Connel safer.

Since 2000, 11 people have lost their lives and at least 12 
people have been seriously injured following accidents.

One of the main issues we are told time and time again 
is people speeding and overtaking on stretches of road 
where it is unsafe to do so. 

However, despite pressure being placed on Transport 
Scotland, it has refused to do anything about it, saying 
that the accident statistics do not warrant any action be-
ing taken. We disagree. Local drivers disagree and, more 

importantly, the families and friends whose loved ones 
have been killed or critically injured on the road disagree.

Our campaign is simple. We have three key demands 
that we and many others believe will make the road 
safer: reducing the speed limit, preventing overtaking by 
extending the double white lines the entire length of the 
road between Oban and Connel, and creating a lay-by at 
Pennyfuir cemetery, so people can safely visit their loved 
ones’ resting place, particularly by bus.

So add your voice to our campaign, and help us make 
this stretch of the A85 safer.

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

We should all enjoy 
the power of partying
THERE are few things in life as 
exhilarating as a pure unadulterated 
party. When it lasts for three days and 
only stops to allow short periods of 
sleep, it leaves a lasting impression.

Such was the experience of the stag 
trip to Donegal last weekend. 

Over the years, this type of activity 
has become increasingly rare for 
me as life has moved from the care-
free wonders of being a music student 
to the more exacting routine of being 
(slightly) grown-up.

I am not for a minute advocating 
a society that spends all its free time 
in this euphoric mode of celebration, 
but I do think we should do it a little 
more often.

In what used to be normal circum-
stances, I would not dream of writing 
publically about such activities, but 
with the curse of Facebook, it’s like 
having a correspondent from News 24 
reporting candidly on events through-
out the duration, so all is in the public 
domain anyway. 

To give some context to my ram-
blings, we left the Park Bar in Glas-
gow at 7am on Friday and returned at 
around 5pm on Sunday. 

The stag himself is my best friend 
from school and, as I am a second-
ary best man at the wedding, my 
fully partaking in the activities at the 
weekend was not optional but a duty 
to tradition and custom.

By bus, we travelled to Cairnryan, 
where we boarded the ferry for Bel-
fast, from where we drove on to 
Dungloe in County Donegal. 

The brother of the groom and 
primary best man had organised with 
military precision a schedule of pro-
ceedings that elevated him to being 
the finest event planner I have ever 
seen in action.

On board the bus was a finely-chosen 
crack team of elite ‘scattermasters’ 
with most islands and mainland dis-
tricts being featured on the passenger 
list. Music was a main ingredient to 
the trip, with representatives from the 
Vatersay Boys, Skerryvore, Crooked 
Reel, Trail West and Skipinnish as 
well as many unsigned performers.

The entire crew was well-trained 

in backing vocals for all choruses 
and many unique chants and verses 
were developed as we went.

The weekend was filled with non-
stop highlights too numerous to list, 
but a few were particularly memorable 
for me – music from Hughie, Charlie 
and K T Boyle on Friday night, meet-
ing the legendary boat builder John 
Gaff in Girvan, Jonathon Gillespie’s 
singing of the tragic love song Grace, 
and the Facetime Live broadcast 
to West Hynish were all stand-out 
components.

There is such richness in spending 
time with those whose company we 
enjoy, playing music for pure pleasure 
and collectively honouring an impor-
tant milestone in life progression of 
someone who is obviously very much 
loved and liked by the group celebrat-
ing.

I am certainly guilty, as I’m sure 
most of us are, of not giving enough 
time to this type of leisure activity 
and it is very easy to justify delaying 
or dodging involvement but, as 
last weekend showed, we must not 
underestimate the power and sheer 
enjoyment of partying.

Demolition has begun of the Harbour 
Bowl building in Oban to make way 
for a new Premier Inn hotel. We asked 
readers for their memories.
Willie Reid lamented: ‘I remember the 
beautiful old station being destroyed to 
make way for a huge, ugly white elephant 
that lay empty for years, some shoddily 
built and overpriced yuppie � ats, a glori-
� ed pound shop, and a so called co� ee 
shop that sells possibly the worst co� ee 
on the planet. Welcome to Oban.’
Kenny MacKenzie praised: ‘It’s a good 
thing for the town. Promotes competition 
in the hotel trade and shows the town is 
progressing with new investment. It has 
lain empty and burned out for far too 
long. The fact that visitors to the town 
were dropped o�  beside a run down and 
shabby bowling alley was a little bit of a 
local embarrassment.’

Arlene Campbell recalled: ‘Going 
to work there on a Monday morning 
and � nding out the owner had done a 
runner therefore left with no job ... good 
riddance I say! Was only ever busy on a 
Saturday anyway! Looking forward to 
premier inn coming to town :).’
Murdo MacKenzie said: ‘An absolute 
tyrant running the place. Making cus-
tomers feel unwelcome, changing the 
rules every day on what age you have 
to be to be in the bowling alley without 
adult supervision.’
Gordon Cooper wrote: ‘Absolute white 
elephant with ... glad to see the back of it. 
Well, front and sides too - being demol-
ished! A new hotel too. Oban is thriving.’
Jack Ramsay remembered: ‘Great 
memories of the bowling alley at bull 
sale time, use to have an annual match 
Mull versus the rest of the world. 

Tom Nelson captained the Mull team 
with his yet to be wife and Kenneth 
Headspeath , I captained the rest of the 
world team along with James Andrew 
and the late Andy Buccanan. The ban-
ter was vicious, great times!’
Andrew Shaw suggested: ‘Should of 
knocked it down with a giant bowling 
ball.’
Hannah Karpinski pointed out: ‘I’ve 
lived here nearly seven years and it’s 
been closed the whole time so my 
thought is “about time”.’
Ian Rodgers quipped: ‘Was it actually 
open to the public at one point?’
Nathalie Porter posted: ‘Saturday 
night disco. Never went to the bowling 
alley.’
Euan Beynon said: ‘grandad appre-
ciated the indoor bowls upstairs for a 
wee while!’

‘S E URRAM MÒR a bh’ ann 
dhòmhsa dreuchd chinn-suidhe a’ 
Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich a ghabhail 
thairis aig Coinneimh Bhliadhnail a’ 
Chomuinn sa Ghearasdan Dihaoine 
seo chaidh.

Tha mi gu sònraichte mothachail 
air an obair ionmholta a rinn Iain 
MacLeòid bhon do ghabh mi thairis, 
fad nan deich bliadhna a thug e fhèin 
san dreuchd. 

Chan eil mòran a tha an sàs ann am 
poilitigs na dùthcha neo aig am bheil 
an seòrsa cumhachd a dh’fhaodadh 
feum a dhèanamh dha cor na Gàidh-
lig nach eil air eòlas fhaotainn air 
Iain thar nam bliadhnaichean is e a’ 
strì gun lasachadh às leth a’ chànain, 
agus tha mi air leth toilichte gun lean 
a shaothair agus gum bi luach a chuid 
eòlais cuideachd aig a’ Chomunn 
is e a’ fuireach na bhall den bhòrd-
stiùiridh. 

Sin mar is còir dha cùisean a bhith 
oir tha feum aig iomairt leasachaidh 
na Gàidhlig air a h-uile taic a ghabhas 
faotainn dha, agus mar a tha mi air 
a bhith ag ràdh bho chionn ghoirid 
tha na Mòdan Ionadail agus Mòdan 
Nàiseanta nam pàirtean cudromach 

de dh’obair-liubhairt amasan Phlana 
Nàiseanta na Gàidhlig.

Air an t-seachdain seo chaidh 
bha mi gar brosnachadh cothrom a 
ghabhail beachdan a chur gu Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig air an dreach den treas Pla-
na Nàiseanta a tha an-dràsta a-mach 
airson co-chomhairleachadh poblach 
gu 17 den Chèitean. 

Bha deasbad inntinneach agus 
feumail mun Phlana air Prògram 
Choinnich aig Rèidio nan Gàidheal 
Diardaoin seo chaidh, is dòcha chuala 
cuid agaibh, agus bha mi fhìn glè 
thoilichte leis na thuirt Cathraiche 
a’ Bhùird, Ailean Dòmhnallach, air 
a’ phrògram sin mun na ceangalan 
do-sheachanta a tha eadar leasachadh 
is slàinte cànain feadh na dùthcha 
agus cothroman cosnaidh, taigheada-
is, misneachd, agus fèin-mheas an 
t-sluaigh. 

‘S iomadh bliadhna bho thog Bòrd 
Leasachaidh na Gàidhealtachd an 
dearbh fheallsanachd agus ged a tha 
e beagan tàmailteach ann an cuid 
a dhòighean gum feum sinn cuim-
seachadh air na h-amasan sin fhathast, 
tha iad cho fìor an-diugh ’s a bha iad 
riamh a dh’aindeoin an adhartais 

mhòir a tha sinn air a choileanadh thar 
nam fichead bliadhna is còrr a chaidh. 
‘S math a bhith a’ gabhail misneachd 
à adhartas foghlaim tro mheadhan 
na Gàidhlig is soirbheachadh leithid 
sheirbheisean craolaidh sa chànan, 
ach aig ceann cùise chan eil annta sin 
ach meadhanan cuideachaidh agus 
liubhairt dhan Ghàidhlig agus tha a’ 
cheist mhòr a thaobh co-dhiù bhios 
Gàidhlig a’ mairsinn beò agus a’ fàs 
gu neart às ùr an crochadh air an ìre 
gun nochd an fheadhainn aig am bheil 
‘s am bi comas labhairt sa chànan an 
creideas ann le bhith ga chleachdadh 
anns a h-uile suidheachadh a ghabhas.

 
AS THE new president of An 
Comunn Gaidhealach, I am very 
aware of the challenge which this 
organisation faces to maximise its 
contribution to the realisation of the 
aspirations of the National Plan for 
Gaelic. As a community membership 
body, An Comunn recognises that 
Gaelic’s ultimate survival depends on 
its use in every aspect of daily life.

  
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

SNP has numerous 
achievements
Sir,
Donald J Morrison’s unpleasant letter 
last week (The Oban Times, March 23) 
was peppered with personal insults 
and slights against Nicola Sturgeon but 
contained little of substance about the 
real reasons so many Scots continue 
to demand a referendum for Scottish 
independence. 

Mr Morrison’s theme, which has al-
ready been given a good airing by Ruth 
Davidson, national newspapers and 
others, is that Scotland is ‘sick and tired’ 
of the calls for another referendum and 
that the SNP government should ‘get on 
with the day job’. Both complaints are 
bluster and false outrage.

The mandate for another referendum 
is crystal clear. Circumstances have 
changed dramatically since 2014. The 
choice is no longer between a supposed 
secure continuity (including continued 
membership of the European Union) 
within the UK and the alleged uncer-
tainties of independence, which the No 
campaign advocated in 2014. 

The choice is now between one 
change and uncertainty and another 
change and uncertainty: the change 
to a hard-Brexit UK separated from 
the largest single market in the entire 
world, or to a Scotland free to continue 
its growth as a progressive and success-
ful independent nation. 

The SNP manifesto that returned 56 
of 59 MPs to the Westminster parlia-
ment explicitly included the promise of 
a further referendum if circumstances 
changed so dramatically that one was 
required. The circumstances have 
changed, and continue to change with 
alarming rapidity. The status quo is no 
longer an option, and it is mischievous 
and misleading to suggest that it is.

The SNP government has also been 
getting on with the day job very success-
fully, so to claim otherwise (especially 
without any specifics) is again mislead-
ing. The government’s approval rating 
is about 50 per cent, which, after 10 
years in administration, is exceptionally 
high. 

Clearly, there are plenty of people 
who are not as ‘sick and tired’ as Mr 
Morrison and Ms Davidson would like 
to pretend. 

The full list of this government’s 
achievements literally takes pages, even 
in brief summary, but the following 
few highlights will find many readers 
nodding in agreement that these are 
substantial and welcome improvements 
to life in Scotland, especially by com-
parison with some of the truly worrying 
developments which have taken place in 
England over the same period.

Record funding for the NHS – more 
than £13 billion in 2017, £3.6 billion 
more than when the SNP took office.

Free tuition protected, saving students 
in Scotland up to £27,000 compared to 
the cost of studying in England.

Prescription charges abolished. In 
England, patients are forced to pay 
£8.40 per item.

More than 60,000 affordable homes 
have been completed, with a further 
22,000 households supported into 
home-ownership.

Recorded crime in Scotland at its 
lowest level in 42 years.

All children in primaries 1-3 – around 

135,000 pupils – now benefiting from 
free school meals, saving families 
around £380 per child per year.

Youth unemployment at its lowest rate 
since records began, and the second 
lowest in the EU.

Presumably, Mr Morrison would not 
approve of that list, or of the literally 
hundreds of further achievements I 
could substantiate and provide evidence 
for, if there were space. That is his 
privilege. He is entitled to his opinion, 
and if he wants to make sarcastic and 
derogatory personal comments about 
Ms Sturgeon, free speech also gives 
him the right to do that.

But all of us who are living and work-
ing in Scotland also have the right to our 
own opinions, and to express them. The 
62 per cent of us who voted to remain in 
the EU, and who were promised a ref-
erendum by the Scottish Government 
if Westminster tried to take us out of 
Europe against our will, have the right 
to hold Holyrood to their promise. That 
is the pledge Ms Sturgeon gave, and will 
honour. 

I have spoken with many people who 
are not SNP members, or particularly 
fond of Ms Sturgeon, but who respect 
her determination to give the people 
the opportunity to express their opinion 
and to make their own choice. This is 
not about Nicola Sturgeon and her 
dreams. It is not even about the SNP. 

It is about the people of all parties and 
none, whatever their opinions, who have 
the right to make a real choice about 
Scotland’s future, as the government 
promised them. It is about democracy.

Yowann Byghan,
Ardmaddy View, Clachan Seil.

Anti-SNP letter-writer 
needs to seek help
Sir, 
I usually read with amused contempt 
the various eccentric musings Donald 
J Morrison of Inverness sends out to 
a lot of newspapers on a regular basis 
(Letters, The Oban Times, March 23).

However, can I suggest that, after 
this latest diatribe against our First 
Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, our Scot-
tish Government and all independ-
ence supporters, it is not the First 
Minister who ‘seriously  needs to go 
and lie down in a darkened room and 
get quick and urgent help’.

It appears to me that Mr Morrison 
really needs to seek appropriate help 
with this strange obsessive hatred 
of the First Minister, the party of 
government in Scotland and inde-
pendence supporters. 

The obvious deterioration in his 
musings to being mostly vitriol and 
bile is indicative, I would suggest, 
of that serious virus, rampant Indy 
Jockaphobia.

Jimmy Waugh,
West Laroch, Ballachulish.

Building society 
closure a ‘disaster’
Sir,
I am not sure how many people are 
aware, but the local branch of the 
Yorkshire Building Society (YBS) in 
Oban will be closing in May.

This company is a very prosperous 
building society.

This closure will be disastrous for 
all those who use this society. The 
nearest branch to Oban is in Glasgow 
approximately a 250-mile round trip. 
How helpful will that be to members/
customers of this building society?

YBS is encouraging internet bank-
ing but I know many people do not 
like to use the internet, especially for 
banking. That’s if they are able to get 
a connection.

Also the staff of the branch, who I 
have always found to be very helpful, 
will now have to find new jobs. I fear 
that will be very difficult in Oban.

I would encourage any other mem-
bers or those concerned with this loss 
to Oban to write to the John Heaps, 
chairman of Yorkshire Building So-
ciety, at Yorkshire House, Yorkshire 
Drive, Bradford, BD5 8LJ.

Our town needs to try to save this 
asset.

Jean Alexander, 
Isle of Luing.

Parent ‘dismayed’ at 
timetable change
Sir,
I am frankly dismayed at my acci-
dental discovery that Lochaber High 
School are planning to close at 1.15pm 
on a Friday from this June.

I have a number of objections.
First, I still have a daughter in 

primary school. If I was to collect my 
two children from high school and 
leave the youngest until 3pm on a Fri-
day, there would be uproar. If I have 
to make two separate journeys at two 
different times, it would mean being 
on the road for nearly three hours 
in the busy summer tourist months 
of June and August in Fort William. 
But the head teacher at her primary 
school is not happy at my thoughts of 
collecting her at 1pm because that is 
going to affect her attendance levels.

Secondly, do teenage children not 
need more interaction rather than 
less? Boredom will lead to more 
services like the police being involved 
with teenagers getting into trouble. 
It’s not as if the younger ones at high 
scan get jobs to fill the extra hours 
they will now have on a Friday.

Thirdly, I have three children with 
no back-up childcare. My plan over 
the past 14 years has been when my 
youngest child reached high school, I 
will return to work. One swoop of the 
pen and that is now in jeopardy.  Yes, 
I can work, I can tell any potential 
employer, but just not on a Friday.

My eldest is 14 and this age group 
needs constant monitoring. So if the 
schools are not going to fill those two 
hours, it’s going to have to be the par-
ents who fill that gap. And so I can’t 
work for an employer or build up a 
self-employed business because I will 
now have to supervise two teenagers 
and a runaway primary pupil on a 
Friday afternoon.

Are families not under enough 
pressure financially without having 
to drop two hours from their working 
lives to accommodate the council 
saving money?

The worst part is that I live in the 
centre of Fort William. There are 
parents 20 miles out of town who have 
primary and secondary pupils.

Name and address supplied.



Thursday 30 March, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 9LEISURE

> cinema, radio and what’s on listings > leisure ideas > local events

bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur 
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Listings for Thursday 30 March – 
Thursday 6 April 2017

DIARDAOIN 30 MÀRT
THURSDAY 30 MARCH
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.05     An Solas Buan – archive series 
looking at Scotland’s lighthouses
19.25     Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh – history 
shorts (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     ÙR/NEW: Cearcall – Look back 
through 80’s programme, Cearcall – Ep2 
21.00     Rona: Dìleab Chlann Eàirdsidh 
Raghnaill – Music documentary about 
Rona Lightfoot (rpt)
22.00     Rapal TBH (rpt)
22.30     Ar a-mach na Càisge - Easter 
Rising (rpt)

23.20     Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
23.25 Fonn mo Bheatha – music chat 
show (rpt)
 
DIHAOINE 31 MÀRT
FRIDAY 31 MARCH
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35     Machair (rpt)
19.00     An Là – News
19.25     Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30 Gach Creutair Beò – Vets in 
Scotland – S4, Ep6 (rpt)
20.00 Around Scotland (rpt)
21.00 Splaoid nan Cìobair (rpt)
22.00    Ceòl Ulaidh – Castle Sessions 
(rpt)
23.00    Seòid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen 
Coves – S1 Ep2 (rpt)
23.30     Rapal TBH (rpt)

                

DISATHAIRNE 01 GIBLEAN
SATURDAY 01 APRIL
16.00    Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.00 Machair (rpt)
19.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
19.30    Latha Bha Siud (rpt)
19.55 Binneas – Na Trads (rpt)
20.00    Brìgh a’ Chiùil – Polish arts 
company puts on a show in Gaelic (rpt)
20.30    Alba: 1997 (rpt)
21.00    Seirm – music from Celtic 
Connections (rpt)
22.00    Scottish Premiership Highlights 
– Partick Thistle v Ross County 
23.00 Balaich Iasgach Alasga – Alaska 
Fish Wars (rpt)
23.45 Hebridean Celtic Festival 2012 
(rpt)
24.00 Gun Sgot? – Pub quiz (rpt)

 

DIDÒMHNAICH 02 GIBLEAN
SUNDAY 02 APRIL
16.00 Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.30     Seachd Là – News Review
19.30     Alleluia! – Spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)
20.00     Chì mi ’n Tìr – From Harris with 
Love (rpt)
20.30     Cearcall – Look back through 
80’s programme, Cearcall – Ep2 (rpt)
21.00     Ceòl Country – Country Music 
(rpt)
22.00     Scottish Premiership Highlights 
– Hamilton v St Johnstone 
23.00 Ar-a-mach na Càisge – Easter 
Rising (rpt)
23.55  Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – 
Benny Gallagher (rpt)      

DILUAIN 03 GIBLEAN
MONDAY 03 APRIL
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00     Aibisidh (rpt)
19.30     Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)

20.00     An Là – News
20.30     ÙR/NEW: Gach Creutair Beò – 
Vets in Scotland – S4, Ep7
21.00     Trusadh – Dòmhnall agus na 
Bàtaichen Cargu (rpt)
22.00     Taghadh Bho Na Trads (rpt)
22.30     Air na Rigs – Life O� shore (rpt)
23.30     Seòid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen 
Coves – S1 Ep2 (rpt)
 
DIMÀIRT 04 GIBLEAN
TUESDAY 04 APRIL
17.00    Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00    Na Drobhairean – Scottish 
History (rpt) 
19.30    Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55    Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     Alba: 1998 – the charts hits and 
top news stories (rpt)
21.00     Ceòl Country – Country Music 
(rpt)
22.00     Trusadh – Dòmhnall agus na 
Bàtaichen Carago (rpt)
23.00     Latha Bha Siud (rpt)

23.25 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.30     Alleluia! – Spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)

DICIADAIN 05 GIBLEAN
WEDNESDAY 05 APRIL
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00     Aibisidh (rpt)
19.30     Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55 Earrann Eachdraidh (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     ÙR/NEW: Eòrpa – Brexit Debate 
(rpt)
21.30     Chì Mi ’n Tìr – From Harris with 
Love (rpt)
22.00     ÙR/NEW: Seòid a’ Chidsin – 
The Kitchen Coves – S1 Ep3 
22.30     Taghadh bho Na Trads (rpt)
23.00     Scottish Premiership Highlights 
– Aberdeen v Inverness CT

 

DIARDAOIN 06 GIBLEAN
THURSDAY 06 APRIL
17.00     Prògraman Chloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.00     Na Drobhairean – Scottish 
Hisory (rpt)
19.25     Speaking our Language (rpt)
19.55  Earrann Eachdraidh – history 
shorts (rpt)
20.00     An Là – News
20.30     ÙR/NEW: Cearcall – Look back 
through 80’s programme, Cearcall – Ep3 
21.00     ÙR/NEW: Ceum air Cheum – 
First Steps 
22.00     Rapal TBH (rpt)
22.30     Seòid a’ Chidsin – The Kitchen 
Coves – S1 Ep3 (rpt)
23.00     Rona: Dìleab Chlann Eard-
saidh Raghnaill – music documentary 
on Rona Lightfoot (rpt)

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer
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Taynuilt Gaelic Choir celebrate 20 years

Mull Drama Festival huge success

Taynuilt Gaelic Choir celebrated its 20th anniversary by hosting a party at 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls in Oban.

The occasion marked 20 years since the choir reassembled and featured five 
original members.

Drams Allowed and the Oban High School Trad Band warmed up the audi-
ence before the choir took the floor.

David Paterson, an original member of the choir, said: ‘The camaraderie is 
great. It’s like a big family.’

Choir president Andreas Wolff said: ‘The choir is now expanding in that we 
have a couple of people coming from Dunoon, we have someone here who is 
from Largs and we have someone who lives in England – she used to live in the 
area, but comes back regularly.’

However, the president added: ‘We would be delighted if more people would 
join us. Just come along on a Tuesday night at the sports pavilion in Taynuilt.

‘Now would be a good time to join for this season – just in time for the Mòd.’

More than 480 tourism and hospitality businesses in 
Argyll and the Isles are demonstrating their commit-
ment to ensuring every visitor to the region enjoys 
an outstanding experience – they are all members of 
VisitScotland’s Quality Assurance scheme.

Developed and improved over 30 years, the 
Quality Assurance standards grading programme 
was set up to drive excellence in Scotland’s tourism 
and hospitality sectors. The scheme is delivered by 
a dedicated team of quality specialists who offer 
businesses advice on how to reach their full poten-
tial and help them ensure they not only meet visitors’ 
expectations but exceed them.

Supporting businesses to improve visitor facilities 
and services means that hotels, B&Bs, restaurants, 
bars, cafes and attractions can secure their suc-
cess, enhance their area’s reputation as a visitor 
destination and contribute as much as possible to 
the economy of their region. That, in turn, drives 
performance and growth in Scottish tourism and the 
industry’s impact to Scotland’s sustained economic 
success.

The Quality Assurance grading scheme provides 
visitors with an independent, impartial and trusted 
guide to standards; they know they can expect cer-
tain standards from businesses accredited through 
its star ratings system. Quality assessors visit busi-
nesses anonymously to judge a wide range of aspects 
including customer care, score them and can then 
award them a grading. These range from two-star 
to five-star awards, with a four-star award signifying 
excellence and five-star awards only being bestowed 
on businesses – like Ardtorna B&B, Barcaldine, and 
Seafari Adventures, Oban – which achieve excep-
tional standards consistently.

Quality Assurance awards – particularly those at 
the top levels – are valuable business assets. They 
encourage a business’s potential clientele to become 
its paying customers and also serve as an important 
marketing tool, helping recipients to promote the 
standard of all that they offer visitors.

With a total of 221 four-star and 38 five-star 
businesses, Argyll and the Isles has no shortage of 
quality businesses – and those totals could soon 
increase as several assessment visits are due to take 
place shortly.

Another important Quality Assurance scheme is 
Taste Our Best – a joint initiative between VisitScot-
land and the Scottish Government which recognises 
businesses that not only offer quality food and drink 
but also include and promote Scottish produce on 
their menus, to offer visitors better choices and an 
authentic experience. Like the star gradings system, 
Taste Our Best provides an independent, trusted 
assurance of standards for consumers and a great 
marketing tool for businesses.

Open to any business offering food and drink, 
from bars to B&Bs and takeaways to teashops, the 
scheme provides an assessment of the business’s food 
provision and menu, with those meeting the neces-
sary criteria receiving Taste Our Best accreditation. 
Argyll and the Isles currently has 116 awardees, the 
most recent being Harbour View, Tobermory, and 
Cairndown Stagecoach Inn.

Taste Our Best enables businesses to capitalise on 
the increasing interest in Scotland’s larder. Around 
58 per cent of all visitors and 71 per cent of overseas 
visitors eat in a pub or bar, while almost half (49 per 
cent) of all visitors want to try local food. Research 
has shown that visitors are willing to pay up to 15 
per cent more for food that is of Scottish or regional 
origin, and businesses which provide and promote 
their use of local produce can enjoy sales of up to 
20 per cent higher per year. That provides a real 
financial incentive for businesses to work toward 
and achieve Taste Our Best award – which really can 
mean success on a plate.

Businesses wishing to join VisitScotland’s Qual-
ity Assurance and Taste Our Best schemes should 
contact VisitScotland industry relationship manager 
Alison Feaks on alison.feaks@visitscotland.com.

Standards scheme 
supports businesses’ 
success across Argyll 
and the Isles and 
boosts the region’s 
wider economy

It was another hugely successful drama festival on 
the island of Mull with some superb performances 
from groups across the island, and capturing the 
event on camera was Alasdair James ‘AJ’ MacLeod.

There were some hard choices for adjudicator 
George Kirkpatrick, a former bank manager in 
Tobermory, and one of the founders of the annual 
pantomime in the town.

The redoubtable Jeannie MacColl and Johnny 
Paton were the chairpeople for the two-night 
event last Thursday and Friday.

Kirsten McDonald, author and producer of The 
Hoodie Bheag Dhearg with the Tobermory High 
School Players – winner of the Juvenile Trophy 
for the second year in a row, said: ‘I’m very proud. 
The cast worked really hard and it was good to 
see the pupils helping write the script. I hope to 
carry on writing more Gaelic scripts with them in 
the future.’

Winner of the Primary Trophy, Karen Durie, who 
was author and producer of Damien Mcfl y0.7, said 
of her play: ‘It was a commanding performance, 
the script was challenging but was executed flaw-
lessly.’

Caleb Nonhebel also won best young actor in the 
play.

Bunessan Primary School entered The Wizard of 
Oz Re-mix by producer Sue Hawkes and won best 
costumes, as well as their witches winning best 
performers.

The festival committee added: ‘It was another 
successful Mull Drama Festival and we now con-
centrate on next year. We need more players to 
come forward from the community, both old and 
young.’

Ladies round the table in Coire – A vessel for boiling water.

Bunessan  Primary’s The Wizard of Oz Re-mix.
Sarah Palmer and Graham Alexander in A stool 

against the Printed Rule.

Ryan Lowe and Shona Reade in Tom-Tom.

Care for a Cèilidh reaches 
150th show

The 150th Care 
for a Cèilidh is 
due to take place 
this Sunday April 
2 in Abbeyfield 
Care Home.

The remarkable 
scheme, set up and 
run by Donald 
‘Maroot’ MacLeod 
from Stornoway, 
brings a traditional 
Gaelic ceilidh to 
care homes in Glas-
gow – brightening 

up an afternoon or evening for the residents.
I have written about those ceilidhs a num-

ber of times in the Glasgow Letter and have 
enjoyed taking part in a couple myself - see-
ing first hand the amazingly positive effect 
they have on the old folk.

Donnie himself does a power of work for 
charity. His three charity joke books con-
tinue to sell like hot cakes and make decent 
proceeds for hospices in the Western Isles. It 
should go on record, however, that all Don-
nie’s admirable charity work does not change 
the fact that his jokes are useless.

The honour of performing at the 150th 
event goes to Iain Beggs from Barra and 
Rachel Rutherford, a student at the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland.

Island stag do hits Glasgow
There were some bizarre sights in Glasgow’s 
‘teucther triangle’ last weekend as a stag do 
arrived back from two nights in Donegal.

Edward (Ted) Campbell from Tiree had 
a dangerous squad of characters on the trip 
and, before they all returned to Glasgow, 
many of them dressed up as characters from 
the old television series, Father Ted.

Members of The Vatersay Boys, Skipinnish, 
Skerryvore and Trail West were all on the 

ran dan with bagpipes, accordions, guitars 
and whistles. Such a crew wandering about 
the streets of Glasgow singing Gaelic songs 
surely left many a passer-by bemused.

Playing for them all in the Park Bar (and 
witnessing half a dozen priests dancing the 
Highland Schottische) was quite something.

Spare a thought for one gentleman, who 
shall remain nameless, who planned on 
joining the stag in Donegal on the Saturday 
morning but instead had an unplanned, wild 
night out in Glasgow on the Friday evening. 
He awoke to eight missed calls from a taxi 
driver and one missed flight to Ireland.

What’s on
Friday March 31: The Glasgow Uist and Bar-
ra Association ceilidh dance in the Crawford 
Hall, Beith Street.
Friday April 28: The Glasgow Uist and Bar-
ra Association ceilidh dance in the Crawford 
Hall, Beith Street.
Saturday April 29: The Glasgow Skye Asso-

ciation annual spring concert (Wee Skye), in 
the Crawford Hall, Beith Street.
Thursday May 11: Comunn-an- Taobh-an- 
Iar annual general meeting in the Ellan-
gowan Social Club, Milngavie.
Friday May 26: The Uist and Barra Asso-
ciation annual general meeting in Lourdes 
Secondary School.
Wednesday June 7: The Glasgow Skye As-
sociation annual general meeting in Partick 
Burgh Hall.
Friday June 9: The Glasgow Skye Associ-
ation end of session social in the Redhurst 
Hotel, Giffnock.

Pub scene
Park Bar.
Friday March 31: Eriskay Lilt.
Saturday April 1: Gunna Sound.
Sunday April 2: Nicky McMichan.
Islay Inn.
Friday March 31: Deep River.
Saturday April 1: Twist of Fate.

Glasgow Letter ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Donald MacLeod will 
perform at his landmark 
150th Care for a Ceilidh 

in Glasgow this weekend.
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Across

7 Cotton fabric (6)

8 Unrequested adverts on a computer (3-3)

9 Follower of Mary (4)

10 Military training (8)

11 In the middle of (7)

13 Begin (5)

15 Forming a whole (5)

16 Undress (7)

18 Welcoming words (8)

19 Tear apart (4)

21 Let down (6)

22 A body's system (6)

Down

1 Type of apple (4)

2 Origin of the universe apparently (3,4,6)

3 Haunt (7)

4 Allow to overflow (5)

5 Organisation which has separated from a 
larger one (8,5)

6 Meat on the bone (8)

12 Notes used to make sad music (5,3)

14 Support system (7)

17 Record (5)

20 Chemical container (4)
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H2O’s Green Shoots 
Open Garden Day

Glencruitten Woodland, 
Oban, PA344NB
Saturday 1st April 

11am - 3pm
Workshops for all ages, 

refreshments and seedlings
Free event (donations 

welcome towards activities)
Contact Catriona Petit 
for more information 

07775995650

FORT WILLIAM 
ACCORDION & FIDDLE CLUB

Musical Evening
on Tuesday, 4 April, 2017

at 7.30pm
GUEST ARTISTS:
Hannah MacRae     

Railway Club Inverlochy
All Welcome

Admission £5.00 … Tea & Raffl e Extra
 IN THE EVENT OF A LAST MINUTE 

CANCELLATION BY ANY GUEST 
ARTIST THE COMMITTEE WILL 
FIND AN ALTERNATIVE ARTIST

Charity concert in aid 
of Marie Curie and 

St. John’s Cathedral
Lorn Chorus and the 

Cruachan Players
Friday 7th April

7.30pm
St. John’s Cathedral, 
George Street, Oban

Admission by donation

OBAN U3A
Tuesday 4th April 2017 

at 10.30am
Studio Theatre and café area, 

Corran Halls, Oban
Monthly meeting reminder. 

Do come. 
Our speaker will be Lucy Clough, 

who will tell us about her visits 
to Malawi and the projects there 

that she has supported.

Table Top 
Sale 

Saturday 
1st April

11am-3pm
Glencruiten 

Church Centre
Toys, Bric-a-brac, Crafts

Oban Accordion 
& Fiddle Club

Thursday 6th April 2017
(Last club night of the season)

7.30pm
 Royal Hotel
Guest Artist:

Lindsay Weir Band
Admission £4
All Welcome!

On Sunday morning, I was driving 
back from a gig the previous night in 
Tobermory when it occurred to me 
that it was Mothers’ Day.

I immediately skipped a track or two 
on my iPod to find Calum Kennedy’s 
famous rendition of Mo Mhathair 
(My Mother). This was appropriate on 
two levels because the song’s writer, 
Neil MacLean, was originally from 
Tobermory.

The song’s lyrics never fail to set the 
mind wandering back to my upbring-
ing. On reaching my flat in Glasgow, 
I phoned my mum to see if she had 
received the card I had sent.

My mum, who retired from primary 
teaching a few years ago, had spent 
her week volunteering at the Lochaber 
Music Festival and we ended up remi-
niscing about my years competing.

My mum came across a couple of 
very young competitors last week who 
were suffering from nerves before 
they were due to perform. It is over a 
decade now since I last competed at 
the Lochaber Music Festival, but I still 
clearly remember the mixed feelings 
of nerves and excitement as the adju-
dicators would utter the fateful words: 
‘When you’re ready, Robert.’

I remember in one of my first music 
festival performances, I buckled under 
the pressure and ran off the stage. I 
sat with my head in my hands in the 
corner of the hallway. The adjudicator 
that day was a particularly lovely lady 
called Dorothy Howden.

Dorothy left the competition in 
order to come out and give me the 
encouragement I required to return to 
the hall and finish the song – which I 
eventually managed to do.

The following year, I was able to sing 
to Dorothy with a great, big, confident 
smile on my face. If she hadn’t brought 
me back into the hall, I may well have 
run away from music forever.

That story epitomises the music 
festival. It is not about competition. 
It is purely about encouragement – 
something all the committee members 
and volunteers dish out in abundance.

Now and again, before an important 
gig, the nerves come flooding back 

to me and I employ exactly the same 
coping methods I was taught all those 
years ago: taking deep breaths and 
releasing tension in the shoulders.

If the nerves are unbearable, I still 
adopt the method taught to me by the 
late Margaret Cairns: to imagine the 
whole audience are cabbages.

Nerves at the music festival are cer-
tainly not caused by the atmosphere. 
The committee and the volunteers al-
ways offer a wonderful welcome when 
competitors arrive. Yet, no matter how 
supportive the audience, nerves are 
such a natural part of performing that 
they can never be completely avoided. 

There are three examples I can bring 
to mind of severe nerves I have had 
in recent years. The final of the Mòd 
gold medal was probably the worst. 
It is followed closely, however, by the 
Pan Celtic International Traditional 
Song Competition in Ireland last year, 
and by the Tiree Music Festival two 
years ago when Skipinnish finished 
off the festival filmed by two television 
companies for three programmes. 
Anyone who has seen the Skipinnish 
documentary from that year will know 
all about my attack of nerves.

On all three occasions, I was able 
to come through the performances 
– thanks, I am sure, to the valuable 
lessons I learned at the Lochaber 
Music Festival when I was very small.

Looking back, I was really winning 
every time – even when the victory 
did not manifest itself in silverware. 
The true result was far more profound 
than a trophy. For every moment 
on the stage at the Lochaber Music 
Festival, I was developing control over 
troublesome nerves; I was gaining an 
ability to accept defeat as graciously 
as triumph; and I was gleaning musical 
experience to last a lifetime.

The Lochaber Music Festival cap-
tured my imagination as a youngster 
and made me believe that being a 
musician was possible. More than a 
dozen Mothering Sundays later, I find 
myself eternally grateful for of this, 
and I hope many of those who compet-
ed this year (whether they lost or won) 
will reap their rewards in the future.

WITH  ROBERT ROBERTSON

Adjudicator Bruce Adam praised the high standard 
and variety of performances at this year’s North 
Lorn Drama Festival but sent out a rallying call for 
its continued support.

The Appin-based festival ran five plays over 
Thursday and Friday last week, a lower number 
than previous years, which organisers explained as 
a ‘blip’.

During his summary, Mr Adam spoke highly of 
the North Lorn Drama Festival, adding: ‘It is a real 
bonding experience for a community to do this kind 
of thing. This is a great festival, so more power to 
your elbow and I hope to see it grow. You have to 
fight to keep this going.’

Mr Adam had earlier awarded the adult section’s 
top prize to Dalmally and Loch Awe Drama Club 
for their play Last Tango in Little Grimley, produced 
and stage managed by Andy Powell. Benderloch and 
North Connel were runners-up.

Taynuilt and District Dramatic Society Youth won 
the youth section ahead of Benderloch and North 
Connel, with Strath of Appin Primary School win-
ning the primary section. Taynuilt’s Emily Reid won 
the adjudicator’s award.

There was further success for the Dalmally and 
Loch Awe group in the individual awards: the 
Mr H J Dobson Trophy for best production, the 
adjudicator’s award, the Mr and Mrs Jack Skea 
Cup went to Ian Sandell as Bernard, and the Rab 
MacDonald Memorial Trophy for a moment in 
comedy.

Benderloch and North Connel’s Mike Rowell 
won the Calum Thomson Memorial Trophy for a 
Moment in Theatre with his character’s account of 
his wartime experience in A Separate Peace.

At the conclusion of this year’s festival, director 
Catriona MacKenzie told a typically large number 
of spectators on Friday night: ‘As a last word, let’s 
meet up at the same time, same place next year, with 
more groups who have been inspired to think, “I’d 
like to try that”.’

Moira Thomson, left, and Ellen MacCorquodale 
performed in a comedy sketch alongside Trish 

McKay on the Friday night.

The prize-winners from this year’s North Lorn 
Drama Festival.

Rallying call for North 
Lorn Drama Festival

Are you planning a wedding ? If so, the place to be this 
Sunday is the Oban Times Highland wedding show. 

The opening by MSP Michael Russell of a new play 
park in Tobermory saw a huge number of island 

children come out in bright sunshine last Saturday 
to enjoy the day. Children were treated to wall 
climbing, zorbing and bouncy castle, burgers, 

icecream and cakes, face painting, crafts, and later 
on, a ceilidh, disco and local entertainment.

Tobermory play park 
gets grand opening

The Oban Times Highland wedding show offers 
you a fun and relaxing day out and everything you 
need to plan your perfect wedding day. Start with 
a glass of fizz and your free copy of the Scottish 
Wedding Directory and take your time to think, 
plan, meet and greet a host of local wedding 
specialists. Get some great inspiration from the 
catwalk from Marina’s Bridal and Chalmers of 
Oban, in association with Trinity Hairdressing 
and Beauty, Ash Hairdressing, LeeAnne Fraser 
Make-up Artist, Natalie Pacitti Make-up Artist 
and SDC Group, all of whom have one main 
agenda – creating gorgeousness. Take your seats 
for the shows at noon and 3pm.

Indulge in some delicious tastings from Argyll 
Hog Roast, Loch Fyne Oysters and Magic Touch 
Cakes, talk about fabulous flowers with The Flow-
er Shop, lovely candle favours with KMR Candles 
and meet the people behind stunning venues 
including the newly refurbished Perle Oban (pre-
viously the Caledonian), the Taychreggan Hotel, 
Lunga Estates and Brander Lodge, all offering 
tailor-made packages to suit your ideas, themes 
and budgets. If you are planning your wedding in 
the beautiful outdoors, then Central Marquees 
and Raise the Bar may have the perfect solution. 

Wherever you choose to get married, Argyll and 
Bute registrars are on hand to talk you through 
everything you need to know.

No matter what stage you are at – from just 
engaged and starting to plan, or with the big day 
approaching and looking for the last few touches 
– there is something for every bride and groom. 

Cromlech Events will be showcasing a stunning 
range of centrepieces, backdrops, chair covers, 
sashes and more – not just for weddings, but for 
every celebration, to enhance and transform any 
and every space. 

Meet Fairytale Productions and Alba Wedding 
Photography, who will be delighted to discuss the 
very important job of capturing the special moments 
from your day and take a few minutes to sit back 
and relax in one of the gorgeous limos – brought to 
you by Double Six Limousines and Oban Limousine 
Hire. 

Acoustic Soundz will be giving us a toe-tapping 
taste of their musical talents with tracks from the 
60s, 70s, 80s and 90s to the present day. Mainstream 
popular music that everyone loves, but also classical 
guitar, session guitar, rock and a hybrid mix of all of 
the above. Acoustic Soundz will play three sessions 
throughout the day.

The perfect place to get great advice from indus-
try experts, many of them VOW award winners and 
nominees. A great day out for your whole wedding 
party, girlie day with bridesmaids and friends or a 
planning day with mum.

It’s free to attend and the fun starts at 11am – we 
look forward to seeing you.

Some of our fabulous models from last year’s 
show.
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Friday 31 March – Thursday 6 April 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST | PG | 150 MIN
Fri: 16:30, Sat: 11:00, 16:00, Sun: 11:45, 16:00, Mon, Tue, 
Wed: 11:00, 17:00,Thu: 10:30, 16:00
3D: Sat: 14:00, Sun: 13:00, Mon, Tue, Wed: 14:00, Thu: 13:15
Beauty and the Beast” is the fantastic journey of Belle, a 
bright, beautiful and independent young woman who is 
taken prisoner by a beast in his castle. Despite her fears, 
she befriends the castle’s enchanted sta�  and learns to 
look beyond the Beast’s hideous exterior and realize the 
kind heart and soul of the true Prince within.

KIDS CLUB: THE LEGO MOVIE | U | 106 MIN
Sat: 11:30
Children Classic. An ordinary Lego construction worker, 
thought to be the prophesied ‘Special’, is recruited to 
join a quest to stop an evil tyrant from gluing the Lego 
universe into eternal stasis.

LOGAN | 15 | 137 MIN
Fri: 18:15, 19:30, Sat: 18:45, 19:30, Sun: 19:00, Mon: 16:45, 
20:00, Tue: 20:00, Wed: 16:45, 20:00, Thu: 19:15
Parent and baby screening: Tue: 11:30
Set in the future, Logan and Professor Charles Xavier must 
cope with the loss of the X-Men when a corporation led 
by Nathaniel Essex is destroying the world leaving it to 
destruction, with Logan’s healing abilities slowly fading 
away and Xavier’s Alzheimer’s forcing him to forget. Logan 
must defeat Nathaniel Essex with the help of a young girl 
named Laura Kinney, a female clone of Wolverine.

MOONLIGHT | 15 | 130 MIN
Fri: 21:00, Sat: 21:15, Sun: 19:15, Mon, Tue, Wed: 19:45, Thu: 
16:45
A timeless story of human connection and self-discovery, 
Moonlight chronicles the life of a young black man from 
childhood to adulthood as he struggles to � nd his place 
in the world while growing up in a rough neighbourhood 
of Miami.

NT LIVE: TWELFTH NIGHT | 12A | 210 MIN
Thu: 19:00
Tamsin Greig is Malvolia in a new twist on Shakespeare’s 
classic comedy of mistaken identity. A ship is wrecked 
on the rocks. Viola is washed ashore but her twin brother 
Sebastian is lost. Determined to survive on her own, she 
steps out to explore a new land. So begins a whirlwind of 
mistaken identity and unrequited love. 

VICEROY’S HOUSE | 12A | 126 MIN
Sat: 13:45
SILVER SCREEN - Sun: 14:30
In 1947, Lord Mountbatten assumes the post of last Viceroy, 
charged with handing India back to its people, living upstairs at 
the house which was the home of British rulers, whilst 500 Hindu, 
Muslim and Sikh servants lived downstairs.

THE LEGO BATMAN MOVIE | U | 124 MIN
Mon: 12:00, Tue: 14:30, Wed, Thu: 12:00
In the irreverent spirit of fun that made The LEGO® Movie a 
worldwide phenomenon, the self-described leading man of that 
ensemble—LEGO Batman—stars in his own big-screen adventure. 
But there are big changes brewing in Gotham, and if he wants 
to save the city from The Joker’s hostile takeover, Batman may 
have to drop the lone vigilante thing, try to work with others and 
maybe, just maybe, learn to lighten up.

THE TIME OF THEIR LIVES | 12A | 124 MIN
Fri: 16:00, Sat, Sun: 17:00, Mon: 14:15, Tue: 16:45 Wed, Thu: 
14:15
Determined to gatecrash her ex-lover’s funeral on glamorous 
French hideaway Ile-de-Re, former Hollywood siren Helen  escapes 
her London retirement home with the help of Priscilla, a repressed 
English housewife stuck in a bad marriage. Pooling their limited 
resources, they hit the road together by coach, ferry, car and foot 
in a race to get to the funeral on time, becoming entangled in a 
love triangle with a reclusive French millionaire along the way.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
09:00 Monday Morning with Stephen, 11:00 
Ian Simmonds on Monday, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 
Drivetime, 18:00 Drivetime, 19:00 Rosie’s Highland 
Fling with Rosie Macoll, 20:00 John McLuckie’s 
Show, 21:00 David Cullen Show, 23:00 station close, 
midnight Clyde 2 
TUESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast Show, 
10:00 Ken Hunter’s Tuesday Morning, 13:00 Macky 
on FM, 15:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drivetime with Jim 
Lynch, 19:00 Highest Praise with Stuart Chalmers, 
20:00 Elaine Lamb, 22:00 Northern Soul with 
Gordon Cove, midnight Clyde 2.
WEDNESDAY: 08:00 AM on FM, 08:10 Breakfast 
Show, 09:00 Sound Scottish Repeat, 10:00 Comfort 
Zone with Doug Carmichael, 11:00 Comfort Zone, 
12:00 Comfort Zone, 13:00 Clyde 2 15:00 Elaine 
Lamb, 17:00 Drivetime, 17:30 Drivetime with 
Campbell Cameron, 19:00 Country Meets Rock 
& Roll with Len & Ken, 21:00 Gordon’s Grooves, 
midnight Clyde 2. 
THURSDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 
Molly’s Mix with Molly Black, 13:00 Elaine’s Time 
Capsule, 15:00 Gordon Covey, 17:00 Drivetime with 
Stephen McPhee, 19:00 Christine’s Collection, 21:00 
Ann’s Ceilidh, 22:00 Margo till midnight, midnight 
Clyde 2. 
FRIDAY: 08:00 Breakfast with Laura, 10:00 Teeny 
and Tiny, 13:00 Clyde 2 17:00 Drive Show with Jim 
Lynch, 18:45 Sports View, 19:00 Country meets 
Country with Jackie Craig, 20:00 Lewis Binham. 
SATURDAY: 08:00 Breakfast show with Archie 
Darling, 10:00 Saturday Morning Live with Linda 
Cosher, 13:00 Clyde 2 18:00 Sports View with 
the Dream Team, 19:00 Sounds Scottish with 
Archie Darling, 20:00 Dave Lewis, 22:00 Margo till 
midnight, midnight Clyde 2. 
SUNDAY: 09:00 Sunday morning with Breege, 
11:00 Sunday Morning with Archie, 12:00 Sunday 
Brunch, 13:00 Clyde 2 16:30 Archie Darling, 18:00 
Ken’s Friends with Ken Hunter, 19:00 New Country 
Show with David Entwhistle, 21:00 Drum & Bass with 
Graham Scott, 23:00 Station close, midnight Clyde 2.

Your local radio listings

community-owned and run

Applications  are invited from women who are… 

 Aged 50 years or over;  living alone or with family and who have been resident in Scotland 
for at least two years; 

 Unmarried, widowed, divorced or formally separated; 
 Able to show evidence of personal achievement in their life; self support;  consideration of 

others; voluntary or community work, or looking after family members who required care; 
 Have an annual income from all sources, after deduction of tax, housing costs, any care 

costs and other adjustments of less than £13,500. (Please see website for full details) 
 Have savings / capital of £16,000 or less, excluding the value of their home. 
 

Annual Grants of £1,200 along with regular visits 
and advice if appropriate. 

 For further information and an application form please 
The The Royal   for the Support of Women of 

14 EH1 T:  0131 229 2308   
E: info@igf.org   W:  

Patron Her Majesty The Queen 
Scottish Charity No. SC016095 

We are a long established Scottish charity  distributing over 
£1million to our beneficiaries each year and we are keen to increase 

support to women in the North-West of Scotland.   
 

Could we help you, or someone you know? 

THE DOVE CENTRE

Oban Hospice is to open up a new drop-in centre 
along the same lines as Maggie’s Centres

Consultation events will be held on 5/4/17 and 
11/4/17 between 2-8pm at 24 Stevenson Street.

“The Dove Centre” will support people with cancer 
and other life limiting illnesses, offering therapies, 

group sessions and one to one support.

If you cannot attend the meetings, please e-mail us 
at enquiries@obanhospice.org.uk or connect with 

us on Facebook and Twitter: @ObanHospice.

Saturday
April 8th 

Beauty and 
the Beast
3.30pm

Lego Batman 
Movie
12.00pm

Animated Tiree!
Aardman bring Shaun the Sheep

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Welcome back for the third and, for now, final 
instalment of Mànran’s Touring Tales. We’ve just 
come to the end of a three-week stint in Germany 
and it’s been a cracker.

The final week of the tour began down in Bavaria in 
what is perhaps one of the most beautiful venues any 
of us has ever played in. The Parktheater Göggingen 
near Augsburg is seemingly the last remaining fully 
operational cast-iron and glass theatre in Europe 
and forms part of a complex that dates back to the 
1880s. Built much in the style of a spa town ‘pleasure 
garden’, the buildings were commissioned by a local 
aristocrat (and ‘miracle doctor’) to provide respite 
and orthopaedic medical care for the well-to-do 
(including German empresses) as well as crippled 
Bavarian children living in poverty. Even back then, 
there was a great interest in the curative powers of 
music and, as such, a theatre with regular musical 
entertainment was deemed an essential part of the 
treatment. It certainly seemed to do the trick the 
night of our gig anyway.

After a set or two, the crowd – with an average age a 
good 20-30 years higher than our typical audience in 
Scotland – were a little reserved at first but seemed 
to cast off any aches, pains and inhibitions and gave 
us one of the best nights of the whole tour.

Next up was a trip back west to Reutlingen, the 
home of the agency that sets up our gigs in Ger-
many. We don’t often get to meet up with the folk 
responsible for so much of the hard work that goes 
into planning gigs and ensuring tours go smoothly 
so it was great to swing by their home town and catch 
up with the crew in the office.

In contrast to the majority of the concerts on this 
tour, the venue in Reutlingen was mostly non-seated 
so helped create the party atmosphere we love. And 
partying was very much on the agenda this week, as 
we had no fewer than three birthdays to celebrate 
within the touring group.

At this juncture, I think a word in praise of the 
tour crew is in order. The sound team, Steffen and 
Kirschti, are the first on the road every day (despite 
their insistence on and expertise at sourcing at least 

one kleine pils each night before bed), they’re the 
first into the venue to set-up and they’re the last 
out once all the gear has been de-rigged. True 
professionals both and highly skilled at their work 
– it would seem that German precision engineering 
doesn’t end with cars.

Making up the rest of the team, we have Ilka and 
Mario. Mario joined up with us a few days into the 
tour to relieve Ilka of merchandise duties as she 
stepped-up to take on the role of tour manager after 
Petr, head of the agency and all-round live enter-
tainment impresario, retreated to the comfort of his 
home in Ireland, confident that the tour was well on 
it’s way and in safe hands.

This week also saw us dip into Austria for the night 
to play a gig in Hohenems, a town nestled in the 
foothills of some mighty Alps. A welcome change 
of scenery, we made the most of our time near the 
mountains and enjoyed a trek up to a 10th-century 
castle with magnificent views over the Rhine valley.

At the concert, we had a visit from a couple of fairly 
long-term fans including a German lady who made 
it to no fewer than four gigs on this tour alone and 
a Swiss friend of ours who has had us over to play a 
couple of gigs in Switzerland before. Seeing news 
of the various band birthdays online, he took with 
him a highly intriguing bottle of Swiss whisky. Try 
saying that after a couple of bumpers.

A couple more concerts in Bavaria saw us round 
off a highly enjoyable tour and it was all hugs, 
laughs and promises to keep in touch as we bade 
farewell to our new-found friends at the airport.

Seeing new places, picking up a bit of local cul-
ture and entertaining new crowds are, obviously, 
real highlights of touring but it’s the people you 
encounter and the friends you make along the 
way that really help shape your impressions of a 
place and secure a fond spot in the memory for 
a particular set of adventures. This gang were 
top-drawer.

We’re having a couple of weeks down-time for 
weddings and holidays but we’ll be back again 
with more Touring Tales before too long.

Tiree got animated last week with a 
packed schedule of events, thanks to 
support from Into Film, Aardman 
Animations and the Tiree Communi-
ty Development Trust.

The island is welcoming Jim Par-
kyn, one of Aardman’s senior model 
makers, who has worked on many of 
the Aardman Animations including 
Shaun the Sheep Movie, Chicken Run, 
The Pirates, Creature Comforts and 
Timmy Time.

He travelled to the island  from 
Bristol where Aardman Animations 
are based and have been making 
animations for the past 45 years.

Jim said: ‘It was a real pleasure to 
bring Morph to Tiree. We  paid a visit 
to Edinburgh last year and thought it 
was time to explore a little further.

‘I have had such a great time work-
ing with children young and old on the 
island, introducing a new audience 
including the very small and reminisc-
ing about the past 40 years with the 
older residents.

‘At Aardman, we are very keen to 
encourage people to have a go at 

stop motion for themselves and to 
see where they take what they have 
learned from our model-making 
sessions. With access to broadband 
you really can work anywhere and it 
would be great to see a studio set up 
on Tiree.’

Jim spent the day at Tiree High 
School on Tuesday March 21 speaking 
to young people aged from three years 
up.

As well as watching some of the 
classics, there were talks on careers, 
how animation works, a chance 
to make a Morph and pupils had 
the opportunity to make their own 
animations.

Jack Lockhart will be working with 
various youth groups over the week to 
make animations that can be entered 
into a competition run by Into Film: 
The Animation Challenge https://
www.intofilm.org/competitions.

Organiser Jen Skinner said: ‘It has 
been such a delight to welcome Jim 
Parkyn from Aardman to Tiree, thank 
you to everyone involved in making it 
happen, I have loved every moment.’

Mànran’s Touring Tales: episode three

The search for a local act to play at 
this year’s Oban Live is well under-
way. Bands, duos and solo performers 
who live in Oban and the surrounding 
area are invited to apply to Oban 
Unsigned, a campaign put together 
by Oban Live and the event’s media 
partner The Oban Times. 

All applications will be judged by a 
panel including independent judges 
from local institutions and a repre-
sentative from Oban Live and The 

Oban Times. The panel will select a 
shortlist of entrants to be put forward 
for a public vote. The winning act with 
the most votes will then get to show-
case their talents with a half-hour slot 
at Oban Live, Argyll’s biggest live 
music event, on Saturday June 3 at 
Mossfield Stadium in Oban. 

To apply to Oban Unsigned, visit 
www.obantimes.co.uk/obanunsigned. 
Closing date for entries is noon, Mon-
day April 3.

Applications to play at Oban Live closing soon

Find inspiration and the perfect everything with 
local shops and experts in Oban, Loch Lomond, 

across the Highlands and Islands and beyond!

WWW.SCOTTISHWEDDINGDIRECTORY.CO.UK

Ge�ing married?
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Arts and crafts were popular with this group of S1 girls.

Pupils make it a night to remember
Among the activities was the chance to make music.

Harry,13, takes a turn on the exercise bike. The two Kierans and Duncan give the night a big thumbs up.

AROUND 125 Oban High School pupils 
were ‘trapped’ in Atlantis Leisure last 
Friday night for the 13th annual ‘lock in’.

To raise money for Hope2Oban (H2O), 
the S1 pupils spent a night in the leisure 
centre taking part in a number of activi-
ties. They were there from 9.30pm until 
8am the following day.

They were able to play football, rugby, 
ping pong, giant Jenga, lacrosse and do 
arts and crafts, as well as being able to use 
the Atlantis facilities such as the gym and 
swimming pool.

Ben Pollock, sports development officer 
for Atlantis Leisure, said: ‘There were 
between 120 and 130 kids at this year’s lock 
in and I think there’s 150 kids in S1, so we 
got a good percentage. 

‘It’s a highlight of S1 – if you speak to the 
kids, they all say it’s something they look 
forward to.

‘It was Ewen Munro’s idea. He has been 
doing it since the start. H20 organises the 
event and we help. The main idea came 
from Ewen to raise funds for H20.’

Alantis Leisure and H20 have a good 
partnership, Ben explained. ‘We love doing 
stuff together,’ he said.

The lock-in would not be possible if it 
were not for the H2O members and valiant 
volunteers, including high school teachers, 
who give up their time to help out and take 
classes at all hours of the night.

These girls were all smiles in the Atlantis sports hall.

Zak Allan, 12, shows o�  his climbing skills.

Adam Robertson and Christopher Den Heijer play giant Connect 4.

Paige MacDougall and Isla Dunlop give lacrosse a try.Brooke and Annie just before a game of giant Jenga.
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FABGuideTH
E

Spring 2017 For Families Living & Loving Life in Argyll & Beyond

Let’s play – 
map charts the 
top fun spots!
The busy bees at the Rockfield 
Centre project have created the 
Oban Play Map, with lots of 
great ideas for getting out and 
about with your family.

Children and families helped 
to create the map, which features 
fun spots around town to visit, 
bike or walk or explore, from 
Ganavan to Soroba, along with 
a wealth of ideas for games and 
activities. The idea for the Play 
Map came about from stories 
that volunteers heard from 
people who attended Rockfield 
School in the post-war years. Af-
ter hearing about where children 
played back then, they decided 
to create a map for today’s kids.

Designed by VS + YO and 
funded by Argyll and Bute 
Council and Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles Health and Wellbeing Net-
work, the maps will be available 
for free at the Rockfield Centre. 

Happy Easter 
from The FAB 
Guide team
Your FAB Guide (FAB meaning 
Families in Argyll and Beyond) 
has been created to help mums, 
dads, grandparents and carers 
to get a really good feel for 
what is on offer in and around 
Oban and Lochaber. We dig 
deep to find out about all the 
local clubs, groups and activities 
from toddler groups to martial 
arts and lots in between. There 
is so much on your doorstep to 
encourage children to be more 
social and confident, learn new 
skills and meet new friends. 
Remember that most of these 
clubs run during term time only, 
so something to plan during the 
school holidays.

If you have a club or group 
(not just for wee ones but 
big kids too), then please do 
let us know about it. Get in 
touch with Stephanie on 01631 
568000 or email sdunstaffnage 
@obantimes.co.uk.

Oban Sports 
Hub is now up 
and running!
Community sports hubs bring 
together sport clubs and key 
local partners who want to 
develop and grow the sporting 
offering in the community. 
They focus on sustainable, 
community-led approaches that 
get clubs working together to 
develop welcoming, safe and 
fun environments for sport. The 
Oban Times will be publishing a 
special feature about the Oban 
Sports Hub in the next few weeks 
so watch this space.
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Activity Type Age Range  PP = Pre Primary Venue Day  TT = Term Time Time Contact 

Soft Play       
Atlantis Leisure 0-Primary Dalriach Road, Oban Every Day From 10am Weekdays, 9am Weekends www.atlantisleisure.co.uk  
Go Bananas 0-8 yrs Bridge Café, Oban Every Day 10am-3pm (12 - 3pm on the � rst Tuesday of every month) Tel: 01631 566697/ www.bridgecafeoban.co.uk

Baby & Toddler Groups      
Appin Croileagan Tennis Hut 0-PP Kinlochlaich Garden Centre Thurs 1.30pm-3.30pm Tel: 07990 585087 
Benderloch Baby & Toddler Group  0-PP Victory Hall, Benderloch Tues  10am-12pm Tel: Sarah Hunt 07745 259153 
Bookbug Sessions All ages  Library, Albany St, Oban Thurs TT 9.30am & 11am Tel: 01631 571444 
Born to Move 4-5/6-7/ 8-10/10-12 yrs Atlantis Leisure, Oban  Tues/Tues/Thurs/Thurs TT 3.45pm/4.15pm/5pm/6pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk  
Toddler Group 0-PP Seil Village Hall Tues 10am-12pm Tel: 01852 300062 
Connel Toddlers  0-PP Church Hall, Connel Mon TT 9.30am -11.30am Tel: 01631 710862 
Craignish Parent & Toddler Group 0-PP Craignish Village Hall, Ardfern WedTT  12pm-2pm Tel: 01852 500245 
Dalmally Tea and Tots 0-PP Church Hall Wed TT 10am-12pm  
Dunbeg Parent & Toddler Group 0-PP Dunbeg School Wed TT 10am-11.30am Tel: 01631 564781 
Furan Bookbug (Gaelic)    All ages  Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban Sat 10.30am Tel: 01631 567886 
Kilchrenan Child Friendly Co� ee Morning  0-PP Village Hall Mon TT 10.30am-12.30pm Tel: 01866 833233 
Kilmelford Mother & Toddlers 0-PP Village Hall Wed 1.30pm-3pm Tel 01852 200271 
Mini Movers Parent & Toddler/3-5 yrs Atlantis Leisure, Oban Fri TT 10am-10.45am/11am-11.45am www.atlantisleisure.co.uk 
Noah’s Ark Playgroup 0-PP Baptist Church, Shore St, Oban  Tues & Thurs TT 10.00am - 11.30am/10.00am - 11.30am Tel: 01631 567010 
Parent Carers Group Parents of children with a disability Go Bananas, Bridge Café First Tues of the month 10am-12pm Tel: 01631 564422  
Oban Infant Feeding Support Group  For new mums Bridge Café, Oban Mon TT 10am-12pm Tel: 07798 724932 
Parent & Toddler Swim Group 0-PP Atlantis Leisure WedTT  Ring for details Tel: 01631 566800 
Adult and Baby Swim Group  0-PP  Atlantis Leisure Wed TT 1pm drop in  Tel: 01631 566800 
Rhythmic Rascals 0-PP St Modan’s Church Hall, Benderloch Wed TT 10.30am-12pm Tel: Sarah Hunt 07745 259153 
Soroba Young Families Respite Créche 0-3 yrs Scalpay Terrace, Soroba Rd Mon & Fri TT 9.15am-11.30am www.sorobayoungfamilygroup.com 
Soroba Young Families Stay-n-Play 0-PP Scalpay Terrace, Soroba Rd Tues & Thurs TT 9.15am-11.30am www.sorobayoungfamilygroup.com 
Soroba Young Families Intergenerational Group,  All ages  Scalpay Terrace, Soroba Rd, Oban Wed TT 9.15am-11.30am www.sorobayoungfamilygroup.com
Exploratory Play  
Soroba Young Families Nursery Care 2-3 yrs Scalpay Terrace, Soroba Rd, Oban Mon to Friday 12.20pm-3.30pm www.sorobayoungfamilygroup.com 
Soroba Young Families Ante Pre-school 3-4 yrs Scalpay Terrace, Soroba Rd, Oban Mon to Friday 12.20pm-3.30pm www.sorobayoungfamilygroup.com 
Soroba Young Families Pre-school  4-5 yrs Scalpay Terrace, Soroba Rd, Oban Mon to Friday 8.35am-11.40am www.sorobayoungfamilygroup.com 
St. Columba’s Early Year’s Group 0-PP St Columba’s Primary School, Soroba Rd, Oban, PA34 5BS Wed TT 1.40pm-3.10pm Tel: 01631 568090  
Taynuilt Play Group 0-PP Village Hall Tues TT  10am-2pm Tel: 01866 822024 
Toy Cupboard (Gaelic) 0-PP The Undercroft, Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban Tue TT 1.30pm-3.30pm FB: ObanToyCupboard 
Toy Cupboard (Toy Library)  All ages  The Undercroft, Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban Wed TT 10am-12am FB: ObanToyCupboard 
Toy Cupboard (Toy Library)  All ages  Glencruitten Church Hall, Oban Fri (All Year) 10am-12pm  FB: ObanToyCupboard 

Activities      
Archery 10 yrs+ Atlantis Leisure, Oban Fri TT 5.30pm-7.30pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk 
Born to Move 4-5/6-7/ 8-10/10-12 yrs Atlantis Leisure, Oban  Tues/Tues/Thurs/Thurs TT 3.45pm/4.15pm/5pm/6pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk  
Mixed Activities - Freestyle Friday S1-S6 Atlantis Leisure, Oban Fri TT 7pm-9.30pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk 

Athletics      
Athletics 8yrs+ Atlantis Leisure, Oban Wed TT 5pm-6pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk 
Mini Athletics P1-P3 Atlantis Leisure, Oban Wed/Fri TT 4pm-5pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk 

Climbing      
Climb Cube S1 to S6/P2 to P4/P5 to P7 Atlantis Leisure, Oban Tue/Wed/Thur 4pm-5pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk 

Dance      
Ballet PP Atlantis Leisure, Oban Sat 10.30am-11.15am www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
Ballet Primary Atlantis Leisure, Oban Sat 11.15am-12pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
Ballet Adult Atlantis Leisure, Oban Sat 12pm-1.30pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
Ballet @ Ballet West 5-7 yrs/10 yrs + Oban High School Mon 6pm-7pm/7pm-8.30pm www.balletwest.co.uk
Ballet @ Ballet West 2-5 yrs First Steps Nursery Wed 10.30am-11.30am www.balletwest.co.uk
Ballet @ Ballet West 5-7 yrs/7 yrs + Taynuilt Primary School Tues 3.45pm-4.45pm/4.45pm-5.45pm www.balletwest.co.uk
Ballet @ Ballet West 2-5 yrs Oban High School Mon 4.45pm-5.45pm www.balletwest.co.uk
Ballet @ Ballet West 2-5yrs Connel Village Hall Tues 2pm-3pm www.balletwest.co.uk
Highland Dancing  PP/Primary Atlantis Leisure, Oban Mon TT 4pm-4.45pm/4.45pm-5.30pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
Hip Hop P4-P7/P1-P3 Atlantis Leisure, Oban Wed/Thurs TT 4pm-5pm/4pm-4.45pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
Highland Dancing  Competition  Atlantis Leisure, Oban  Tue TT 5pm-6pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
Hip Hop  6-8yrs/8yrs+ Oban High School  Mon  6pm-7pm www.balletwest.co.uk
Football     
Oban Saints Born 2003 &’97-’99/2000-2001/2002   Oban High School Community Pitch Mon/Thurs/Fri 5pm-7pm/6pm-8pm/6pm-7pm IMPORTANT  contact e: macleods@freeuk.com 
Primary Sunday League Email for Details Email for Details Sun Email for Details stuartmacdonald1966@gmail.com
Football P1-P3/P4-P7 Atlantis Leisure Mon & Thurs/Tues TT Both 4pm-5pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
Little Dribblers Under 5 Atlantis Leisure Mon/Tues TT 4pm-5pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk

Golf      
Golf (O� ers GolfClub Programme 8 - 18 yrs) 8-18 yrs Dalmally Golf Club  Phone for details Phone for details Golf Club: 07867318583 janetbuchanan567@btinternet.com   
Golf (O� ers GolfClub Programme 8 - 18 yrs) 8-18 yrs Inverary Golf Club  Mon 6pm-8pm Derek McCulloch 01499 302325
Golf (O� ers GolfClub Programme 8 - 18 yrs) 7 yrs+ Seil Golf Club, Balvicar, Isle of Seil  Phone for details Phone for details Mary Phillips 01852 300475
Golf (O� ers GolfClub Programme 8 - 18 yrs) 8-18 yrs Taynuilt Golf Club Phone for details Phone for details Hugh Nicolson 07802714476
Golf (Junior Section - no 8-18 yrs Tobermory Golf Club Phone for details Phone for details Gordon Chalmers: 01688 302741
Club Golf Programme at present)

Hockey     
Oban Hockey Club Under 14/Over 14 Oban High School Thurs 5pm-6pm/6.30pm-8pm www.obanhockeyclub.co.uk

Horse Riding     
Achnalarig Riding Stables  4+ yrs/Adults Glencruitten, Oban  Daily Call for details Tel: 07748 708141
(Includes Riding for The Disabled Facilities)
Lettershuna Riding Centre 4+ yrs/Adults Lettershuna Lodge, Appin Daily 10.30 onwards Tel: 01631 730227

Martial Arts     
IKKU Scotland - Caledonia Kyokushin Up to 14 yrs/Adults Soroba Lane, Oban Thurs 6pm-7pm/7pm-8.30pm Tel: Shihan Iain Rodger 07584 166542

Rugby     
Mini-Rugby 5+ yrs Oban Rugby Club Wed 6pm Tel: 01631 570481/07917529240

Shinty     
Oban Camanachd Under 14’s Atlantis Leisure,Oban Thurs 6pm-7pm Steven Sloss / FB: ObanCamanachdClub
Oban Camanachd Under 17’s Oban High School  Tues 6pm-7pm David McCuish / FB: ObanCamanachdClub

Swimming     
Swimming  Lessons with Atlantis Leisure All age groups Atlantis Leisure, Oban Mon - Saturday Ring for details Register at reception or ring 01631 566800
Adult and Child 18 mths-PP Atlantis Leisure, Oban Wed/Thurs Ring for details www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
Otters/Otters Lifesavers/Otters Amateur  5+  Atlantis Leisure, Oban Mon-Fri & Sun/Tues/Thurs 6.30am-8am & 5pm-6pm/ 5pm-8pm/4.30pm-9.30pm islalewis@hotmail.co.uk 
Swimming (Adult and Baby) 0-18 mths Atlantis Leisure, Oban Wed 1pm-1.30pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk

Tennis     
Mini Tennis P1-P3 Atlantis Leisure, Oban Mon TT 5pm-6pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
Tennis P4-P7 Atlantis Leisure, Oban Wednesday TT 4pm-5pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk
Volleyball 16+ Oban High School Thurs TT 6pm-8pm www.atlantisleisure.co.uk

Social Groups/Clubs     
Rainbows, Brownies & Guides 5-7 yrs/7-10 yrs/10-18 yrs Guide Hall, Soroba Rd, Oban/ North Connel Village Hall Various Nights  TT email for details www.girlguiding.org.uk  
Beavers 6-8yrs Mull & Oban/North Connel  Wed/Mon Call for details Tel: 01866 844160  email: carol@carolthomas.co.uk
Cubs 8-10 yrs Boys Mull/Oban/North Connel  Fri/Wed/Mon Call for details As Above
Scouts 10-14 yrs Boys Mull/Oban & North Connel  Thurs/Mon Call for details As Above
Boys’ Brigade Anchors 5-7 yrs Boys Oban Congregational Church Fri 6pm-7pm Tel: 07881 935561
Boys’ Brigade Juniors 8-10 yrs Boys Oban Congregational Church Fri 7.15pm-8.30pm Tel: 07881 935561
Boy’s Brigade Juniors P7-S3 Oban Congregational Church Fri 7pm-9pm Tel: 07881 935561
Sea Cadets 10-18 yrs Tweedale St, Oban Thurs 6.40pm-9.00pm Tel.07995 161126
Air Cadets  12-17yrs  Tweedale St, Oban Wed 7pm-9.30pm  Tel: Ryan Cook 07596 385203
Argyll Youth Theatre From 7 yrs Oban Masonic Hall Wed 6pm-8pm Tel: Gwyneth 01631 562120
Little Phoenix Film Club  3 yrs+  Oban Phoenix Cinema Sat check cinema for details Tel: 01631 562905
Oban Fencing Club Adults/High School Oban High School Thurs 6pm-7.30pm Tel: 01866 822770
Archery Adult/over 10yrs child Atlantis Leisure, Oban Fri  5wk course 5.30pm-7.30pm 01631 566800
Freestyle Friday S1 to S2 Atlantis Leisure, Oban Fri TT 7.30pm-9.30pm 01631 566800
Cricket P6 to High School Atlantis Leisure, Oban Sun 12pm-1pm 01631 566800
Teen Gym S1 to S6 Atlantis Leisure, Oban Mon-Fri 4pm-5.30pm 01631 566800
Highland Dancing Primary School Atlantis Leisure, Oban Tue 5pm-6pm 01631 566800
Pre-school Games Pre-school Atlantis Leisure, Oban Wed 2pm-2.45pm 01631 566800

Healthy Eating     
Weight Watchers Adults Great Western Hotel, Oban Mon 5.30pm-7pm Just turn up
Slimming World Adults COS Centre, Glencruiten Rd, Oban Wed 9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm & 7.30pm Tel: Gillian 07796 040803
Scottish Slimmers  Adults Guide Hall, Soroba Rd, Oban Thurs  11.15am  Just turn up 

Clubs, groups and activities
in Oban & Lorn



Thursday 30 March, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 15NEWS

LUNCH CLUB
Freshly prepared two course home-made cuisine

Every day: Monday - Friday, Arrive for 12.30pm
Served at 1.00pm £4.90 per head

Come along and enjoy our open friendly manner at Caol 
Community Centre
All ages welcome

L.A.D.’s fully accessible transport available on request.
Give us a call on 01397 701171 and ask for Laura or 

just turn up and give us a try!

COMMUNITY CAFE
You can � nd us opposite 

Caol Post O�  ce, Glenloy Street, Caol
Monday - Friday 9.30 - 3.00pm

Chef’s Special - Homemade Soup, Toastie and a cup of tea 
/ co� ee £4.20

Afternoon Special - Homemade scone and a cup of tea / 
Co� ee £2.50

Hot or Cold Roll and Drink of your choice
(1 � lling) £2.90, (2 � llings) £3.50

Come and Visit our Aladdins Cave 
at our brick-a-brac

Lochaber Action on Disability
Lochaber District

WorkingRite matches 
young people to small- 
or medium-sized enter-
prises and supports them 
through a work-based 
training programme. 
Recent placements 
which have resulted in 
offers for young people 
include:

• Jackson (age 19), has 
just completed his place-
ment with Fyne Signs in 
Argyll and Ewen is now 
looking to take him on as 
a modern apprentice.

• Scott (age 18), has 
been working on Kerrera 
with boss Neil of Armour 
Joinery and is looking 
forward to starting his 
modern apprenticeship 
post next month.

• Allan (age 17), 
has been an electrical 
modern apprentice with 
Kevan Brown Limited 
since he finished his 
work placement in Octo-
ber 2016.

The local project 
co-ordinator for 
WorkingRite, Nicola 
McDade, said: ‘The 
success of these young 
people in the workplace 
goes to show that our 
philosophy of believing 
in the capabilities of 
young people works for 
both the young people 
and their employers, and 
is paying off, both for the 
young people and their 
employers.

‘Some of the young 
people we work with 
have already experi-
enced various barriers 

WorkingRite works
A youth employment charity has seen a significant success rate in Mid & North Argyll, putting local 
16- to 18-year-olds on the path to successful employment and modern apprenticeships – as well as 
giving businesses a welcome boost.

Allan and Kevan Brown of Kevan Brown Ltd. Neil and Scott of Armour Joinery.

Activity Type  Age Range  Venue  Day  Time Contact
Extra curricular sport & activity - -Active Schools School children Various Daily Various Bridget Thomas 01397 700927
Treasures of the Earth 0-3 &4-8 years Guisach Terrace, Corpach Daily  01397 772283

Soft Play
Spectrum Soft Play  Under 12’s The Nevis Centre Daily 10am - 6pm 01397 700707 http://www.neviscentre.co.uk

Baby & Toddler Groups
Jelly Tots Parents and Children  0-3 yrs Kilmallie Free Church  Tues/Thurs  TT 10am - 11.30am Anna MacRae T: 01397 704434. E: anna.macrae@kilmallie.freechurch.org
Kilmallie Parent & Toddlers 0-3 yrs  Kilmallie Village Hall  Mon 10am  
Nature Nippers  Under 5’s  Glencoe Visitor Centre  First Fri of every month  1.15pm - 2.15pm  01855 811307 or email glencoe_events@nts.org.uk 
Arisaig Toddler Group Under 5’s  Astley Hall, Arisaig Wed 10am-12pm 
Invergarry Toddler Group Under 5’s  Glengarry Village Hall Fri 10am-11.30am 
Kilchoan Toddler Group Under 5’s  Community Centre, Kilchoan Tues 1pm-3pm 
Kinlochleven Toddler Group Under 5’s  Leven Centre, Kinlochleven Fri 9.30am-11.30am 
Lochaline Toddler Group Under 5’s  Village Hall, Lochaline Thurs 1pm-3pm 
Mallaig & Morar Under 5’s Under 5’s  Community Centre, Mallaig Tues 10am-12pm 
Spean Bridge Toddler Group Under 5’s  Community Centre, Spean Bridge Tues 9.30am-11.30am 
Strontian Toddler Group Under 5’s  High School, Strontian Wed & Fri 10am-12pm 
Fort William Library All ages Airds Crossing, High St, Fort William Daily Mon-Sat from 10am 01397 703552
West Highland Museum P1 upwards Cameron Square Saturday Club 11am - 12noon 01397 702169

Swimming     
Swimming Lessons Junior Lochaber Leisure Centre Mon-Fri Various 01397 704359

Social and Sport     
Caol Youth Centre     
Lochaber Sea Cadets 10&11 years Cadet Centre, Croft Road, FW Thurs 7pm - 9pm Derrick Warner 07584 096787
Lochaber Sea Cadets 12-18 years Cadet Centre, Croft Road, FW Tues 7pm - 9.30pm Derrick Warner 07584 096787
Lochaber Air Cadets 13+ Croft Road, Fort William Mon & Fri 7pm 01397 703565
Lochaber Artistic Roller Skating  All ages Nevis Centre Sun(starting Feb) 1pm-4pm  Frieda Alexander 01855 811642
Lochaber Street League 8-16 years Claggan Park, Fort William Tues & Thurs Starts July 2017 Check Facebook for updates
Lochaber Yacht Club Junior Under 18 Achintore Rd, Fort William Club Night: Thurs 7pm 01397 706307 / sec@lochaber-yacht-club.co.uk
Lochaber Phoenix Boxing Club Under 16’s Unit 20, Ben Nevis Industrial Estate Mon-Thurs 5.15pm-6.45pm Niall Clark 07477 150100
West Highland Wheelers Juniors  Meet: Pinemarten Café, Nevis Range Sat 10am Fiona Beattie / whwclubemail@gmail.com
Nevis Range Ski Club All ages (min 7 for ski and 9 snowboarders) Gondola Base Station, Nevis Range Daily 10am-12pm & 1.30pm-3.30pm snowsports.nevisrange.co.uk / 01397 705825
Nevis Range Ski Club All ages (min 7 for ski and 9 snowboarders) Gondola Base Station, Nevis Range Weekend 5-week courses Enquire - book in advance Book via www.scottishskiclub.org.uk
Lochaber Rugby Club P3 - S2 Clubhouse, Banavie Sat 10am-11.30am 01397 772672 / www.lochaberrfc.co.uk
Lochaber Rugby Club Girls P3 + Clubhouse, Banavie Thurs 7pm-9pm 01397 772672 / www.lochaberrfc.co.uk
Lochaber Rugby Club U 17 Boys Clubhouse, Banavie Thurs 7pm-9pm 01397 772672 / www.lochaberrfc.co.uk
Three Wise Monkeys indoor Climbing All ages Fassifern Road, Fort William Mon-Sun 7am-10pm 01397 600200 / threewisemonkeys.com
KWE Matsuyama Karate Academy Up to S1 / S2 - Adult Lochaber High School Dance Studio Mon & Thurs 7pm-7.45pm  & 7.45pm-9pm Tel Alistair on 01855 811136/07833 554893

Clubs, groups and activities
in Lochaber

Developing the Young 
Workforce West High-
land is part of a wider 
Scottish Government 
youth employment strat-
egy, aimed at reducing 
youth unemployment by 
40 per cent by 2021. To 
make this happen we need 
to ensure young people in 
Scotland, and in our West 
Highland and Lochaber 
region, have the skills 
and confidence needed 
to make the seamless 
transition between school 
and the workforce.

Within our long-term 
plan for bridging the 
gap between education 
and employment, we are 
actively looking to create 
school/employer part-
nerships to help enhance 
learning and teaching 
across the curriculum and 
help better prepare young 
people for the world of 
work. Building employer 

partnerships with schools 
can provide businesses 
with a range of social 
and corporate benefits, 
provide young people with 
a much better understand-
ing of the local labour 
market, reduce skills 
shortages and effectively 
help you as an employer to 
recruit and retain the right 
local talent. 

A partnership with 
a school is likely to 
include support with 
presentations on what 
your company can offer, 
the variety of career roles 
within the company, 
work experience place-
ments, site visits, mock 
interviews, mentoring, 
and communicating to 
teachers the skills and 
requirements for careers 
within your workforce. 

If you are a business 
that is already committed 
to training and providing Training opportunities were promoted during Scottish Apprenticeship Week.

in their lives that mean 
they need a helping 
hand from a programme 
like WorkingRite to 
help them on their way.  
WorkingRite treats each 
person individually and 
places them carefully with 
local businesses in a trade 
that interests them and 
this is getting great results 
throughout Argyll.’

Ewan of Fyne Signs said: 
‘Thanks to WorkingRite, 
I am now in a position to 
take on an apprentice who 
I know wants to learn this 
industry.’

Trainees with Working-
Rite complete a three- to 
six-month work place-
ment with an employer 
and are given a weekly 
training allowance. 
They are supported by 
an adult mentor in the 
workplace, as well as 
their local WorkingRite 

project co-ordinator.
Ronald Gordon, man-

ager and owner of Gor-
don & Strathearn Ltd, 
said: ‘The WorkingRite 
programme is fantastic, 
as it allows you to be a 
part of giving local young 
people the chance to 
work, but also employers 
the opportunity to trial 
a young person before 
committing to a modern 
apprenticeship.’

Young people joining 
the WorkingRite scheme 
are aged 16 to 18 and 
want to work but they 
can’t get on the ladder. 
Most have struggled in 
the school classroom 
but if on the right career 
path they can cope with 
a mixture of work-based 
learning and formal 
learning to achieve the 
qualifications needed for 
their career goals. 

Neil of Armour Joinery 
commented: ‘Because of 
the WorkingRite place-
ment, Scott has learned 
so much before he has 
even started his appren-
ticeship and because of 
this I’m very confident 
he will be a fantastic 
apprentice.’

Nicola McDade said: 
‘We are hoping that these 
latest success stories 
will show other young 
people that there is a 
way for them to achieve 
a positive and successful 
future. Matching young 
people with in a business 
they are interested in is 
key – that’s what makes 
it work. We have a wide 
range of employers will-
ing to assist local young 
people, with placements 
currently waiting for 
the right young person 
including welding, busi-

ness administration and 
aquaculture.

‘Having grown up in 
Argyll, I know how diffi-
cult it can be in a rural, 
and sometimes remote, 
area to know what the 
opportunities are out 
there and how to access 
them. A lot of young 
people are either desper-
ate to leave the area or 
end up in a career they 
don’t necessarily like.’  

Allan, a modern ap-
prentice at Kevan Brown 
Ltd, said: ‘I am glad I 
joined the WorkingRite 
programme as it has let 
me gain first-hand expe-
rience in a trade that I 
want to work in.’

If you are a young per-
son or an employer and 
want more information, 
please contact Nicola 
McDade on 07341 
561965.

careers within the West 
Highlands and Lochaber, 
and you are looking for 
a sustainable long-term 
plan for recruitment, it 
makes perfect sense to 
partner with a school. 

The local Lochaber 
SSE team and DYW 
West Highland team 
were promoting training 
opportunities, during 
Scottish Apprenticeship 
Week during March 

2017, at Lochaber 
School. Give DYW West 
Highland a call on 01397 
705765 or email to find 
out the opportunities that 
are available to you info@
dywwesthighland.org.
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THE SUCCESSFUL reintro-
duction of Eurasian beavers 
to Scotland has been voted 
Wildlife Success Story of the 
Year in the 2017 BBC Country-
file magazine awards.

The species was the winner of 
a public vote and the award has 
been welcomed by the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust and Royal Zoo-
logical Society of Scotland, 
partners in the five-year Scot-
tish Beaver Trial.

In November last year, the 
Scottish Government an-
nounced that the species would 
be formally recognised as a na-
tive species after being hunted 
to extinction 400 years ago.

Susan Davies, director of 
conservation at the Scottish 
Wildlife Trust, said: ‘The re-
introduction of beavers to our 
lochs and rivers is a true success 
story, a milestone for conserva-
tion and a huge opportunity for 

restoring important habitats. 
I’d like to thank the thousands 
of people who gave the species 
their support and helped 
beavers to win this important 
award.’

Barbara Smith, chief executive 
of the Royal Zoological Society 
of Scotland, added: ‘We’re 
delighted to see the return of 
beavers recognised by readers 
of BBC Countryfile magazine 
and the wider public.

‘This award is another example 
of the continued public support 
for beavers both in Knapdale 
and across the country. This 
is vital if the species is to re-
establish itself across much of 
its former range in Scotland and 
further afield.’

Beavers are award-winning  
success story for Scotland

Eurasian beavers have been 
successfully introduced to 

Knapdale in a � ve-year trial.

NEVIS HILLWALKING CLUB
Meeting point for walks is 
the car park at the Ben Nevis 
Highland Centre. Departure 
8am. Alternatively, if you want 
to join the group elsewhere, 
contact the co-ordinator. 
Further information available 
at www.nevishillwalking.club or 
by contacting the club secretary 
Suzanne Theobald on 01397 
701783.

Sunday April 2
Cluanie-Aonach Meadhoin/
Middle Hill (1003m), Sgurr 
a’Bhealaich Dheirg/Peak of the 
Red Pass (1038m) and Saileag/
Little Heel (959m).

The walk contains three 
Munros and covers 11km with 
an ascent of 1,257m, but there is 
a shorter route available of 9km 
and a height of 854m.

Transport is required or a 
2km walk to the start point at 
the Cluanie Inn.

This walk was suggested 
by Chris Tracey and will be 
co-ordinated by Gerry Gilbert.

LOCHABER AND LORN 
RAMBLERS
Walk leader to be contacted 
beforehand for meet up and 
start times. Car sharing is 
usually possible and you can try 
before you buy. You can walk 
three times with the club before 
joining. Further information at 
www.lochaberandlorn-ramblers.
org.uk.

Saturday April 1
Meall Odhar, Tyndrum
A small hill among giants, good 
views and interest, in a gold 
mining area.

This is a moderate graded 
walk which will cover a distance 
of 11km and a climb of 548m.

Meet at the Longsdale 
car park in Oban at 9am or 
Glencoe village car park at 
9.20am.

Walk leader; Marilyn 
Drummond (07469 822784).

Thursday April 6
Dunollie Woods to Dunbeg, 
Oban
A leisurely graded figure-
of-eight walk between Oban 
and Dunbeg, passing through 
Dunollie Woods and Ganavan 
Sands.

The walk covers a distance of 
11km and a height of 150m.

Meet at Longsdale car park 
in Oban at 10am or North 
Ballachulish School at 9am.

Walk leader is Graham Innes 
(01631 562290 or 07767 714503).

THIS 
WEEK’S 
WALKS

COLD weather in Scotland is 
different: it’s damp and it gets 
into your bones.

Living in a damp climate that 
hovers around the freezing 
mark is arguably the harshest 
cold to live in. 

This is for two reasons: water 
can absorb more heat than 
air, and it can do it faster. I’ve 
moved from Cambridge to Fort 
William to be in the mountains, 
and fortunately I work in the 
perfect business to stay warm 
when out and about. So here 
are my key points to beating the 
cold.

1. Be bold, start cold, when 
heading out on the hills. Start-
ing the day with lots of layers 
on may seem nice, but give it 
15 minutes and you will be hot 
and sweaty. At which point you 
will want to remove layers. You 
then lose lots of heat due to the 
sweat generated.

2. Synthetics are brilliant. 
Down insulation is great 
because it’s lightweight and 
warm, but if it gets wet, it’s 
basically useless. Synthetics 
keep you warm even when wet 
and are far more durable.

3. Have thin layers, and lots of 
them. This way you can adapt 
what you are wearing according 
to smaller weather and 
temperature changes, rather 
than having one big insulated 
waterproof where your option is 
on or off.

4. Extremities get cold first. 
When you get cold, blood is 
taken away from limbs and sent 
to your core. For that reason, 
good gloves and good socks are 
essential.

IT WAS a glorious day last 
Saturday for the 18th boat 
jumble and car boot sale in 
Craignish Village Hall.

More than 200 bargain 
hunters travelled from as far 
afield as Musselburgh and 
Ayrshire to browse through the 
many bargains on offer.

The event was slightly smaller 
than in previous years due to 
some last-minute cancellations, 
but even so there were 20 
pitches in the hall and car 
park, and customers were seen 
leaving with some ‘really useful’ 
bits for their boats as well as 
guitars, bicycles and the youth 
group’s delicious cakes.

At the end of the day, 
Craignish Community 
Company (C3) had taken more 
than £1,000 which, even when 
expenses are deducted, will 
go a long way to covering the 
organisation’s running costs for 
a year.

The event could not take place 
without great local support and 
C3 is very grateful to all those 
who helped and also to those 
businesses and individuals who 
donated raffle prizes.

Beating 
the cold 
outdoors

Sun shines 
on Craignish 
fundraiser

ONE of the sure signs that 
spring is beginning to arrive 
is when the first frogspawn is 
recorded.

The date on which the first 
clumps of sago-like eggs 
appear varies significantly 
from year to year, and not 
only depends on how mild the 
current winter has been but 
also weather conditions in the 
previous winter.

Here in the West Highlands, 
frogs start spawning rather 
later than in most parts of 
the UK, and dates vary from 
late-February to mid-March. 
Looking at my diary, we did 
not record any spawn until 
March 11 in 2016, after a rel-
atively mild winter. This year, 
following yet another benign 
winter, we found our first 
spawn on February 23, in a for-

estry ditch above Loch Arkaig. 
As soon as frogs emerge from 
a period of torpor known as 
brumation, they make their 
way to water bodies to spawn. 
Egg-laying takes place earlier 
in shallower water bodies such 
as ditches and burns, as water 
temperatures increase more 
rapidly there. Spawning in 
larger, colder bodies such as 
ponds and in the margins of 
lochs often occurs later, and it 

can be the end of March before 
females finish laying eggs.

A riskier strategy is to spawn 
in shallow, ephemeral pools 
in ruts and areas of poor 
drainage. The advantage here 
is that these are generally free 
of aquatic predators such as 
dragon fly and beetle larvae, 
and, of course, fish.  Conversely, 
these pools may dry out before 
the tadpoles have had time to 
metamorphose and develop 
limbs. Date of spawning is also 
dependent on altitude.

It is surprising where frogs 
can be active – we have found 
them in peat pools high on 
Stob a’ Ghrianain in Glen Loy, 
above 700m.

Spawning itself is a fraught 
pastime. The females often 
attract the attention of several 
males, all of which try to cling 

on to her back to fertilise 
the eggs as they are being 
produced. These mating knots 
can lead to the drowning of 
the unfortunate female. 

Accumulations of frogs 
attract the attention of pred-
ators. Usual suspects include 
herons and otters (which are 
partial to frog legs), but also 
more surprising creatures such 
as pine martens, ducks and 
buzzards.

Eggs take around a month 
to hatch, but this is variable, 
and the time it takes tadpoles 
to become froglets also varies 
tremendously from 12 weeks 
to several months, depending 
on water conditions, food 
availability and temperature.

Glenloy Wildlife
www.glenloywildlife.co.uk

Frogspawn marks the fi rst signs of spring

Training camp signals success for Oban cadets
OBAN CADETS held their 
first camp of 2017 in Loch-
gilphead with participants 
coming from Oban, Loch-
gilphead, Tarbert, Dunoon, 
Mull and Campbeltown.

Cadets had a full weekend 
of non-stop activities planned 
with the aim at the end of the 
weekend to have progressed 
in the training syllabus, get-
ting them ready for annual 
camp later in the year.

The weekend saw the 
start of the cadets being 
introduced to signals, with 
A Company taking basic and 
one-star cadre through basic 
and one-star signals course, 
involving both Morse code 
and the semaphore flag sig-
nalling system.

Other cadets had field craft 
and paintball on the outside 
training area, while new 
cadets were having their first 
taste of shooting and learn-
ing drill.

The cadets were also for-
tunate to have Commandant 
Colonel Brian Hume JP pay 
a visit over the weekend and 
carry out a number of impor-
tant promotions.

The promotions were Ser-
geant Major Instructor Kenny 

to Adult Under Officer, Staff 
Sergeant Instructor Stokoe 
to Sergeant Major Instructor 
and Cadet Staff Sergeant Ash 
to Cadet Sergeant Major.

The weekend was a fantastic 
success with all cadets pass-
ing their signals assessment 
and all new cadets enjoying 
their first weekend away.

For more photographs, visit 
www.obantimes.co.uk.

Tadpoles enjoy the heat of the weekend sun as they develop in  a 
forestry ditch above Loch Arkaig.

Commandant Colonel Brian Hume JP carried out a number of 
important promotions over the weekend.

Participants took part from all 
over Argyll.

Cadets undergo 
signal training.
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Easter property

THE property market has altered a lot in the past few years 
and the process of buying a house has also changed. You 
might have bought a property in Scotland before, but if it 
was prior to the introduction of Home Reports in late 2008, 
the process will be di� erent. Finding a new home can be 
nerve-wracking and complicated, but that feeling you will 
get when the keys are in your hand is worth it. And you 
don’t have to take your journey toward home ownership 
alone – our advertisers are here to provide professional 
advice and assistance, and our top tips will help you get 
organised. Happy hunting! 

BE PREPARED
There may be many people after the same property, so you 
have to be ready to act quickly and to have the money at 
hand. There are many buyers in the market, so you need all 
the strong points in your favour that would help you stand 
out from the rest.
Research online and view only what you want.
In order to make the choice simple and easier, browse 
houses online or at local property agents, and make a spe-
ci� c list that only includes the properties that you would 
be interested in buying. Then visit the houses with the 
intention of buying. This will help you make a better choice 
as you will be already prepared to buy.
Keep in contact with your agent.
Your estate agent is your friend. You need to keep in 
contact with them so that they can provide you with in-
formation about any and every new house that is on the 
market, which meets your speci� cations of a dream house. 
Also, you might need the help of more than one agent in 
this case, since you need speedy information in the tough 
competition. They will help you make the best choice with 
what you have.

Thinking of selling your house while you look for a new 
one? 
Buying a house before selling yours gives you the advan-
tage of having a clear head while looking around, as you 
are not rushed into buying one, and you can therefore 
make a better choice. Just remember, there is the problem 
that if you buy a house that you get a great deal on, and 
you wait for the current house to sell, you will be paying 
two mortgages at the same time. This problem will not 
occur if your mortgage is paid o�  but, if it is not, you would 
certainly struggle with paying two mortgages at the same 
time. In addition, you would get a harder time qualifying 
for a new mortgage due to the fact that you will have a 
higher debt to income ratio.

ARCHITECTS
Although the temptation to do as much on your own as 
possible is admirable, this can often be a risky business that 
is devastating in the long run. Instead, for a traditional tim-
ber frame custom build, we recommend hiring an architect 
to ensure you get the most out of your project.
An architect will ensure that you are in compliance with all 
statutory obligations such as planning permission, party 
wall agreements and building regulations. Furthermore, 
the architect can also help control costs during the design 
and speci� cation stages of the project to make sure you are 
getting the most out of your budget. And, because they 
are required to hold professional indemnity insurance, if 
there is anything in the design work that causes problems 
later down the line, you will be protected.

SURVEYORS
Once you have found a property to buy, you will probably 
need to employ a chartered surveyor to check the struc-

tural condition of the building. Your mortgage provider 
may conduct its own valuation of the property, but most 
people want the reassurance of their own dedicated struc-
tural survey on the property they wish to buy. Before you 
choose a surveyor, make sure you know which kind of sur-
vey you need. Depending on the type and age of the home 
you are buying, you may need a Homebuyer’s Report or 
a Full Building Survey. It is best if the surveyor has a good 
knowledge of the local area and, if you are buying a very 
particular type of property, such as a listed building or a 
very unusual construction, it pays to source a surveyor that 
specialises in such properties. Look for one that belongs to 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors. 

PLUMBERS
Hiring a plumber is an important decision that shouldn’t 
be taken lightly. After all, they are responsible for installing 
and repairing some of the most important parts of your 
home. Make sure to get at least three estimates, and be 
wary of any estimate that is much lower than the others. 
It could mean the plumber is cutting corners or plans to 
use inferior parts. Ask the plumber how long he or she 
has been in business – it’s a good sign if the company has 
been in business for several years because it often means 
it has a proven track record of quality work. Plumbers who 
have been in business any length of time can give you 
references. If they cannot, or will not, then consider looking 
elsewhere. They should also be insured and a member of 
a trade association such as Scottish and Northern Ireland 
Plumbing Employers’ Federation.

JOINERS
When you interview potential joiners, you will want to 
ask them speci� c questions – have they undertaken work 

similar to yours, do they hold a quali� cation in carpentry, 
such as an NVQ or City and Guilds, and how long has the 
business been trading?
Carpenters or joiners may be registered with a number 
of trade organisations, such as the Institute of Carpenters 
(IOC), or the British Woodworking Federation (BWF), the 
Guild of Master Craftsmen or the Federation of Master 
Builders (FMB).
Be clear about the work that will be carried out before it 
starts. Get at least three quotes for any carpentry and 
joinery job, large or small. Try to get quotes that can be 
easily compared and make sure they include any ‘hidden’ 
costs such as waste disposal or car parking charges. Check 
that your prospective carpenters have insurance that 
covers them for any damage inadvertently caused to your 
property.

ELECTRICIANS
When choosing an electrician, it’s important that you use 
one registered with one of the government-approved 
schemes to do any electrical installation work that you 
need. Registered electricians work to the UK national 
safety standard (BS 7671) and will give you a safety certi� cate 
to con� rm that their work has been designed, inspected 
and tested in line with that standard. Start by checking that 
the individual is quali� ed and whether they choose to be 
a registered member of one of the government-approved 
schemes. Choosing a registered electrician means you will 
get additional protections should something go wrong. 
Don’t feel pressured to make a decision quickly – you need 
time to seek advice and check references before you con-
tract them to do work for you. The Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
and Trading Standards will be able to give advice if you 
want to dispute their work.

Happy house hunting! 
Our top tips will help 
you get organised 

We have the largest stock of reclaimed Balla-
chulish slate in the North of Scotland, also a 
wide range of good quality reclaimed Welsh. 
We also offer competitive rates to buy slates 

on or off the roof.  Delivery service throughout 
Scotland with our flexible transport system at 

competitive rates.

www.highlandslatesupplies.co.uk
Telephone 07778 829604

HIGHL ANDSL ATESUPPLIES
RECL AIMED & NEW SL ATE

PROPERTIES FOR SALE & TO LET

9 Combie Street
Oban, Argyll
PA34 4HN
Tel: 01631 569 466

North Road
Fort William  
PH33 6PP
Tel: 01397 747123

 FREE Lettings Assessments
 FREE Valuations
 Professional Service
 Experienced Local Team
 Fast Results

www.west-property.co.uk
See our independent reviews on www.allagents.co.uk

info@west-property.co.uk Call, email or visit us online to find out how 
we can get your property moving ... today.

OBAN,  THE KNOLL

OIEO £340,000
***Â£40,000 UNDER HOME REPORT VALUATION*** The Knoll 
- A beautiful detached 3 bedroom Victorian villa with stunning 
views across Oban Bay. The property retains many of its 
original features and has been renovated to a high standard by 
the current owner. On the ground floor, the generous reception 
rooms to the front are bright spaces, bathed in natural light 
owing to the large sash windows and high ceilings. 

•     Detached Victorian Villa
•     3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
•     Elevated situation above  
        Oban Bay
•     Large decking with views 
        across Oban Bay
•     Extensively renovated throughout
•     EPC Rating - D

FALLS CRESCENT, OBAN

£275,000
 3 Falls Crescent - A modern and spacious detached house 
located in the popular village of Connel in Argyll. The property 
offers bright and spacious rooms, practical layout and partial 
views over Loch Etive and the hills beyond. The accommoda-
tion comprises a generous entrance hall with WC and separate 
cloakroom. Off from the hallway is the large lounge/dining 
area with patio doors opening onto a small area of decking, 
where you can enjoy views of the hills and loch.

•     Spacious Detached House
•     3 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms+WC
•     Partial views of Loch Etive
•     Popular village location
•     Garden & Integrated Garage
•     EPC Rating - C78

POLFEARN HOUSE, TAYNUILT

OIRO £75,000
No. 6 Polfearn House - A well proportioned one bedroom flat 
which enjoys views of Loch Etive. The flat is accessed via 
a communal carpeted stairwell and comprises hall, lounge, 
kitchen, bedroom and bathroom. The lounge and kitchen 
boast large windows where you can enjoy views over fields to 
Loch Etive and the hills beyond. The property is entirely double 
glazed and heating is provided via electric panel and storage 
heaters. Hot water is provided by an electric immerser.

•     First Floor Flat
•     1 Bedroom / 1 Bathroom
•     Lovely views
•     Rural, quiet location
•     EPC Rating - C68

CONNEL

OIRO £80,000
A rare opportunity to purchase an attractive building plot in a 
prime village location, close to wide-ranging local amenities, 
Loch Etive and the iconic Falls of Lora. This desirable plot is 
situated in the centre of the village, less than 100 metres from 
Connel Village Store and Post Office. As well as offering res-
taurants, pubs, primary school, church, large medical practice 
and a village hall, Connel benefits from a railway station and 
regular bus services to Oban, Glasgow and beyond.

• Building Plot situated within the 
heart of Connel Village

• Highly desirable location, just 
five miles from Oban

• Planning Permission in Principle 
for a two storey house

• Convenient for local amenities

ALBANY STREET

Homely 1 Bedroom Flat in Oban Town Centre. This property 
is freshly renovated and newly painted. There is a spacious 
double bedroom with basic storage, shower and WC room 
and cosy lounge. The kitchen has all white goods available 
and a basic inventory. On street permit parking available. 
Rent excludes utilities (electric heating) and council tax 
(band B). EPC E48. Double glazing throughout. Landlord 
registration: 79400/130/07590. AVAILABLE NOW!

£450 PCM

•     One bedroom flat
•     Town centre location
•     Part furnished
•     On street permit parking is 
        available

SOROBA ROAD, ARGYLL

This large 3 bedroom top floor flat located close to Oban 
town centre offers spacious accommodation with large 
windows and high ceilings. Recently redecorated through-
out the property comprises of 2 double bedrooms, 1 single 
Bedroom, family bathroom, large lounge & kitchen with 
dining area. In the kitchen there is a gas cooker & washing 
machine. Rent excludes council tax (Band C) & utilities. 
Deposit & references required. EPC E 53. Landlord Reg 
149580/130/06310 Available June.

£600 PCM

LONGSDALE TERRACE, OBAN

Recently renovated 2 bedroom flat in popular residential 
area. This spacious home has two double bedrooms, a 
large lounge with balcony and kitchen with white goods 
provided. There is the option to have a bed and basic 
storage on request. The bathroom has shower and 
bath facilities. Rent excludes council tax (band B) and 
utilities (electric heating). EPC D64. Landlord registration: 
79400/130/07590. AVAILABLE NOW!

£550 PCM

•     Two bedroom flat
•     On street shared parking 
        available
•     Newly decorated throughout
•     Part furnished

GLENCRUITTEN DRIVE, ARGYLL

Modern 2 Bedroom first floor flat on Glencruitten Drive. 
This fully furnished property comprises of two double bed-
rooms with plentiful storage, and there are carpets, fresh 
paint and homely decor throughout. Modern electric gel 
heating system fitted throughout flat. There is a side and 
front garden available as well as on street parking. Rent 
excludes Utilites (Electric) and Council Tax (Band B). Depos-
it (1m Rent) and References Required 439759/130/01451. 
EPC D55. AVAILABLE SOON!

£575 PCM

The letting agent industry in Scotland 
has grown in recent years. It provides a 
range of property management services 
to private landlords- for example, fi nding 
tenants and managing the tenancy by 
collecting rent, arranging repairs and 
undertaking necessary checks such as 
for gas safety etc. Such services can 
help make sure a landlord meets their 
legal obligations and also supports 
good management and maintenance of 
privately rented properties. 

Many letting agents in Scotland operate 
in a professional manner, complying 
with voluntary codes of practice and 
ensuring high quality levels of service 
for the landlords and tenants they assist. 
Such good practice is not shared by all 
and some landlords and tenants can be 
subject to poor standards of service and, 
in some cases, illegal practices by some 
letting agents.

In response to these issues, the Housing 
(Scotland) Act 2014 introduces a 
framework for the regulation of letting 
agents in Scotland. This includes:

•  a mandatory register of letting agents 
with an associated ‘fi t and proper’ person 
test and training requirement that must 
be met to be admitted to the register;

•  a statutory code of practice all letting 
agents must follow;

•  a new way for tenants and landlords to 
resolve complaints against letting agents 
for breaches of the statutory code of 
practice through a new specialist First-
tier Tribunal; and

•  powers for Scottish Ministers to obtain 
information and of inspection to support 
monitoring of compliance.

Once implemented, these measures will 
help increase the overall standards of 
service and professionalism within the 
letting industry and provide customers 
(tenants and landlords including former 
tenants and landlords) with an effective 
way to challenge bad practice.

Contains public sector information 
licensed under the Open Government 
Licence v3.0.

A MANAGEMENT AGENTS - 
A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR YOU.

Easter property review

•      3 Bedroom Flat
•     Town Centre Location
•     Gas Central Heating
•     Fitted Kitchen

•      2 Bedroom Flat
•     Fully Furnished
•     Popular Area
•    Garden Space
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SOFT FURNISHINGS
Soft furnishings beautify the interiors and pro-
vide a pleasant atmosphere in your new home. 
Items such as mattresses, curtains, pillows, 
covers, sofas and bed sheets create an ambience 
that makes living more comfortable and easy. 
Soft furnishings enhance the quality of your 
rooms and furniture, and provide an ambience 
that will make your house a home to live in. Best 
of all, they are easy, and often inexpensive, ways 
to spruce up your living space. Interior designers 
will tell you that it’s best to keep the large areas of 
your rooms neutral (such as the sofa) and be bold 
with soft furnishings – work in colour by using 
vivid rugs, window treatments, cushions and 
accessories. Each of these can be easily changed 
with the seasons or when you are ready for 
something new. Using di� ering tones of a similar 
colour and adding texture to the mix adds depth 
to any room. 

DECORATORS
Have you ever watched one of those television 
shows where they show a home getting deco-
rated and found yourself wishing that you could 
have a home like that? The single easiest way to 
do that is to use an interior decorator. Prior to 
� nding a decorator, it is helpful to come up with a 
plan. This means that you should have an idea of 
what you would like to see your home look like. If 
at all possible, gather together pictures of other 
rooms that are similar to what you would like 
and put together a ‘portfolio’ that you can show 
to potential decorators. Draw up a list of ques-
tions to ask each of your potential candidates, 
including how long they have been in business, 
if they have references and how much does their 
average project cost. 
Then choose the one that you think will best suit 
your needs, budget, and that you will be able to 
work well with.

INTERIOR DESIGNERS
Decorators are great for beautifying your home 
if everything is right where you want it, while an 
interior designer can design (or redesign) your 
living space as well as decorate it. This means 
making the most of the space you have by com-
bining style, functionality and convenience, into 
a bespoke home that you will love to come home 
to. Because designers are experienced, they can 
actually help you save money in the long run by 
knowing which suppliers o� er the best deals, 
as well as avoiding costly mistakes. An interior 
designer will help you stick to your budget and, 
in the end, increase the value of your property. 
Unlike architects, there is no trade association 
to which interior designers must belong, so you 
hire, it’s best to make check that they are a mem-
ber of the British Institute of Interior Design (BIID) 
so you can be sure he or she is fully quali� ed and 
insured. 

Argyll and Bute Council
FOR LEASE

Snack Bar Site, Ganavan, Oban
Offers over £135/week are invited for the summer lease of the above 
mobile snack bar site.
Argyll and Bute Council are prepared to offer the successful bidder a 
licence for the 2017 Season which will allow trading from Easter to the 
31st October.
Closing date for offers: Friday 14th April 2016.
For further information contact: The Estates Offi ce, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Customer Services, Helensburgh and Lomond Civic Centre, 
38 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh G84 7PG. 
Telephone 01436 658957 or 01546 604105.
To fi nd out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

New Terminal Building, Fishnish

On the instruction 
of CMAL

TO LET
A bespoke food outlet with modern 
kitchen and waiting room. The building 
forms part of the new Ferry Terminal 
on the Isle of Mull.  The building could 
be operated as a kitchen/take away 
facility adjacent to the waiting room. 
Whilst the facility is separate from 
the waiting room, it will benefi t from 

passing trade from the regular ferries 
to and from Lochaline.
The Net Internal Area is 145 sq.ft. 
(13.49 sq.m.).

Offers are invited for the leasehold 
interest. To arrange a viewing or for 
further information please contact:
Contact: Andrew Brass  
Tel: 07803 896 939
E-mail: Andrew.Brass@g-s.co.uk
Contact: Omar Khan 
Tel: 0141 567 5399
E-mail: Omar.Khan@g-s.co.uk

bellingram.co.uk
01631 566122

oban@bellingram.co.uk

THE NISSEN HUT, TAYNUILT

GUIDE PRICE £10,000 

3 BEN CRUACHAN VIEW, OBAN 
GUIDE PRICE £150,000 EPC D64

The property comprises an old Nissen hut, which has been let in recent years 
for storage. Nissen huts were invented during the fi rst world war by inventor and 
engineer Major Peter Nissen to provide easily constructed pre-fabricated buildings. 
Typically, of steel framed and corrugated construction, Nissen huts continued to be 
used during the second world war as accommodation for troops, storage or general 
purposes buildings. Many of the buildings were sold after the war, and due to their 
construction they are often found in rural locations as general purpose stores.

• Unusual opportunity

• Rural location between Taynuilt and Connel

• Building of 64 square metres (688 square feet)

• Recently used for storage

The property comprises a neutrally decorated 3 bedroom detached house. The 
ground fl oor is on a split level, with a kitchen and living room to the rear overlooking 
the garden and having elevated views across the town, and steps up to the 
hallway and bathroom. On the fi rst fl oor are two double bedrooms and a single 
bedroom, all benefi tting from views to the rear of the property.

• Well presented 3 bedroom detached house

• Neutral decor

• Practical split level accommodation

• Buy-to-let or fi rst time buyer opportunity

CLOSING DATE 
FRIDAY 7TH OF APRIL AT 12 NOON

CLOSING DATE 
WEDNESDAY 5TH OF APRIL AT 12 NOON

Glen Creran Wood
Scottish

OAK
www.glencreranwood.co.uk

01631 730256

Beams • Kiln dried planks • Rustic lintels • Burr planks

House Kits  •  Plumbing & Electrical  •  Scaffolding  •  Windows & Doors  •  Aggregates  •  Maintenance 

Various options from supply only Timber Frame 
House kits,  construction to Wind & Watertight 
and Full Build with NHBC guarantee. 

Self-Build to Full-Build Kilmory, Lochgilphead, Argyll 
PA31 8RR 

01546 602989 
Sales@mkmacleod.co.uk 

www.macleodconstruction.co.uk 

FRANCIS
CURRAN 
JOINERY 
Provides high  quality workmanship guaranteed. All aspects of 
Carpentry and Joinery and building works undertaken,
ranging from:
•  Complete house builds,
•  Extensions,
•  Renovations,
•  Loft Conversions,
•  Supply and fi t kitchens,
•  Fully refurbished bathrooms,
•  UPVC Windows and Doors,
•  Internal doors,
•  Facings and Skirtings,
•  Ironmongery
Property Maintenance Works also carried out We are fully insured 
with over 25 yrs experience. Based in Lochgilphead Distance no 
object. Please call for a no obligation quote and also fi nd us 
on Facebook under Francis Curran Joinery.
Or email franciscurran71@btinternet.com

Argyll and Bute Council
FOR LEASE

Snack Bar Site, Ganavan, Oban
Offers over £135/week are invited for the summer lease of the above 
mobile snack bar site.
Argyll and Bute Council are prepared to offer the successful bidder a 
licence for the 2017 Season which will allow trading from Easter to the 
31st October.
Closing date for offers: Friday 14th April 2016.
For further information contact: The Estates Offi ce, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Customer Services, Helensburgh and Lomond Civic Centre, 
38 East Clyde Street, Helensburgh G84 7PG. 
Telephone 01436 658957 or 01546 604105.
To fi nd out more about living and working in 
Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid
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RESTORATIONprojects . . .

Landscaping 

Architecture 

Letting 
Building
        Supplies 

Building
       Contractors 

let us help 

It doesn’t need to be a remake of Grand 
Designs but you will need to treat it as 
a labour of love if you are planning on 
turning it into your dream home. There 

are a whole host of experts throughout 
Argyll and Lochaber that can help make 
the process run a little more smoothly. 
Here we feature a few of of the best!

Dig deep and realise your renovation dreams! What 
would YOU do with this property project?

BuildingBuilding
ContractorsContractors

Estate Agents 

Beatties Croft EPC-G01
Achnaha, Acharacle . Guide Price £90,000
Beatties Croft Beatties Croft Beatties Croft Beatties Croft Beatties Croft Beatties Croft Beatties Croft Beatties Croft Beatties Croft EPC-G01EPC-G01
Achnaha, Acharacle . Guide PriceAchnaha, Acharacle . Guide Price £90,000 £90,000 £90,000 £90,000 £90,000 £90,000 £90,000 £90,000 £90,000 £90,000 £90,000 £90,000 £90,000
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1 Torlundy Courtyard, Torlundy, 
Fort William, PH33 6SW

Price Guide £119,000

•  Stunning Views to Ben Nevis
•  In Very Good Order
•  Spacious Lounge/Diner
•  Kitchen

•  2 Bedrooms
•   Shower Room
•  Electric Heati ng
•   EPC Rati ng F 30

We are the West Highlands’ leading Estate Agency 
and Solicitors’ � rm.  We pride ourselves on our 

proactive and e�  cient approach. Come and 
experience the di� erence.

MacPhee & Partners
S O L I C I T O R S  A N D  E S T A T E  A G E N T S

Fort William: 01397 702 200  Oban & Tiree: 01631 565 251   property@macphee.co.uk
To find out more, call now or visit our website: www.macphee.co.uk

O� ering the complete package for 
buying & selling your property

Tower Ridge Courtyard,
Torlundy, Fort William

Please 
contact our 

Fort William 
o�  ce 

for more 
details

8 Lorn Road, Dunbeg, Oban, 
PA37 1QG

Price Guide £120,000

•  Desirable End-Terrace 
Property

•  Lounge
•  Kitchen
•  2 Double Bedrooms

•  Solid Fuel Central Heati ng
•  Double Glazing
•   Off -Street Parking
•  EPC Rati ng: E 43

Netherwood Cottage, Newton, 
Invergarry, PH35 4HT

Price Guide £150,000

•  Detached Cott age
•  Lounge & Sitti  ng Area with 

Open Fire
•  Kitchen/Diner
•  2 Double Bedrooms

•  Bathroom
•  Air Source Heati ng
•  Garden
•  EPC Rati ng: F 36

Glen Carum, Spean Bridge, 
PH34 4EX

Price Guide £250,000

•  Desirable Village Locati on
•  Panoramic Mountain Views
•  Lounge
•  4 Bedrooms

•  Bathroom
•  Oil Fired Central Heati ng
•  Spacious Garden Grounds
•   Double Garage

Glendale, Spean Bridge,
PH34 4EP

Price Guide £298,000

•  Superior Detached Villa
•  Views to the Surrounding 

Countryside
•  Lounge
•  5 Bedrooms (2 En-Suite)
•  Oil Fired Central Heati ng

•  Spacious Landscaped 
Garden Grounds

•   Raised, Decked Pati o Areas
•  Wooden Playhouse & 

Garden Shed

46 Achlonan, Taynuilt,
PA35 1JJ

Price Guide £135,000

•  Semi-Detached 
Dwellinghouse

•  Views to Ben Cruachan
•  In Good Order
•  Lounge/Dining Room

•  2 Bedrooms (Master 
En-Suite)

•  Bathroom
•  Double Glazing
•  Garden & Private Driveway

Glenmore Steading, Kilmelford, 
By Oban, PA34 4XF

Off ers Over £395,000

•  Unique Development Opportunity
•  Full Planning Permission For 

12 Separate Dwellings
•  Stunning Rural Locati on 

With Wonderful Views
•  Services Available for 

Connecti on Close By

•  Additi onal land or accesses 
may be available by separate 
negoti ati on

•  Thriving Local Community
•  Close To Local Faciliti es & 

Ameniti es
•  Spacious Grounds To Front

Ard-A-Bhaigh, Rock� eld 
Road, Oban, PA34 5DQ

Price Guide £205,000

•  Charming Semi-Detached 
Victorian Townhouse

•  Upgraded & Modernised
•  Town Centre Locati on With 

Superb Views
•  Lounge

•  4 Bedrooms
•  Double Glazing
•  Gas Central Heati ng
•  On-Street Parking

Plots at Aran Way, 
Spean Bridge

Prices From £85,000

•  Prime Individual Building 
Plots

•  within an Exclusive New 
Development

•  Fully Serviced Sites
•  Sites Extending to around 

0.15 Acres  
•  Village Locati on
•  Stunning Views
•  Planning Permission in Place 

for Detached Properti es

West Manse, Taynuilt,        
PA35 1JW

Price Guide £175,000

•  Substanti al Detached 
Property with Outbuilding

•  Desirable Village Locati on
•  Views towards Ben 

Cruachan
•  Exciti ng Renovati on Project

•  Lounge & Sitti  ng Room
•  Kitchen/Diner
•  5 Bedrooms (Master 

En-Suite)
•  Garden (with further land 

available, approx 1.3 Acres)

Kiloran, Kilcamb Paddock, 
Strontian, Acharacle, PH36 4HY

Price Guide £298,000

•  Superior Detached Villa
•  Idyllic Locati on
•  River & Loch Views
•  Lounge

•  4 Bedrooms (2 En-suite)
•  Oil Fired Central Heati ng
•  Garden
•  Detached Garage

Ronaldsvoe, Achintore Road, 
Fort William, PH33 6RW

Price Guide £450,000

•  Panoramic Loch Views
•  Business Opportunity
•  Lounge
•  Dining Room
•  5 Bedrooms (All En-suite)

•  Air Source Heat Pump 
System

•  Garden
•  Garage

Sealladh Idhe, Fionnphort, Isle 
of Mull, PA66 6BL

Price Guide £205,000

•  Well Presented Detached 
Property     

•  In Rural Island Village 
Locati on

•  Ideal Family Home/
Holiday Let

•  4 Bedrooms (1 En-Suite)
•  Underfl oor Heati ng & Multi -

Fuel Stove
•  Fully Enclosed Garden
•  Private Parking
•  EPC Rati ng:  C 77

MacPhee & Partners Estate Agency
 Competitive Fees
 Experts in the property market
 Excellent local knowledge of the market and area
 Friendly, professional and e�  cient service
 National coverage on the UK’s leading property platforms
 Free valuations and market appraisals

4 bedroom villas from 
£299,000

With reservation fees of only £1000 to secure 
your dream property.

2 bedroom apartments from 
£220,000 

With reservation fees of only £1000 to secure 
your dream property.

Inspiring Homes in the Highlands
Tower Ridge Courtyard. 

An exclusive development of villas and apartments.

� e development, which is now complete, enjoys 
breath-taking views directly onto the infamous 
north face of Ben Nevis as well as Glen Nevis and 
Nevis Range Ski Resort.

Experience the very best in luxury living at 
Tower Ridge Courtyard. With stunning scenery 
surrounding you, and high speci� cation interiors 
throughout, you will never want to leave the 
comfort of your new spacious home.

� e striking, four bedroom four bathroom villas 
and two bedroom two bathroom apartments, are 

contemporary with exceptional design to capitalise 
on their location. Each rede� nes what a modern 
home is all about in the Highlands – in terms of 
location, design, style and detail.

� e distinguished frontage combining stone 
cladding with crisp white rendering, glazed 
balconies and full length windows, take in the 
stunning views over Ben Nevis. � e developer has 
used luxurious, high-quality � ttings and � nishes 
designed for modern day living.

Enjoy a moving experience in the heart of the 
Highlands and be surrounded by natural luxury.

INVEST IN YOUR FUTURE

From the demand in the area regarding the long 

term letting of properties, as well as the holiday 
let market, the location of Tower Ridge Courtyard 
makes an ideal investment opportunity. � at said 
they also o� er superb homes.

 If you travel only 5 minutes north of Fort William 
on the A82, you will reach Torlundy where you 
will � nd Tower Ridge, which truly boasts a unique 
position in the heart of the Outdoor  Capital of the 
UK.

PREMIER GUARANTEE

� e development will be covered by full Premier 
Guarantee 10 year warranty.
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� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

Around the markets
Caledonian Marts, March 23,
sold 183 cattle comprising of 96 
prime bullocks and heifers, 10 
young bulls, nine OTM cattle 
and 68 cast cows and bulls.
Prime bullocks averaged – 201p
Prime heifers averaged – 205p
Young bulls averaged – 174p
B&W bulls averaged – 129p
OTM cattle averaged – 142p
Beef cows averaged – 122p
Dairy cows averaged – 103p
A plainer show of cattle to that 
of last week taking into account 
the quality cattle would be no 
cheaper.
Bullocks sold to 230ppkg (three 
times) for Limousins from W 
Dandie & Sons, Learielaw, 
Broxburn, A S Hay, Mains of 
Cultmalundie, Tibbermore, and 
W Pettigrew, Faskine, Airdrie, 
purchased by G Kirk & Son 
Ltd, Butcher, Denny, and T 
Johnston, Butcher, Falkirk, and 
to £1607 from C Smith, South 
Flanders, Kippen.
Heifers peaked at 235ppkg 
(twice) again for a Limousin 
from Learielaw and J & N 
Kerr, Bankhead, Aberdour, 
purchased by T Connor, Butch-
ers, Troon and D Campbell, 
Butcher, Callander, and to 
£1516 for a Charolais from J 
Brown, Greencraig, Falkirk.
Young bulls to 210ppkg for a 
Limousin from W Dick & Sons, 
Mains of Throsk, Stirling, and 
to £1493 for a Charolais from 
J Millar, Lochend, Port of 
Menteith.
OTM cattle sold to 178ppkg 
from D Piper, Millearne, 
Crieff, and to £1254 from N 
Brown, Molemount, Galston.
Leading prices:-
Bullocks ppkg
228p Learielaw, 222p 
Kinneill Mill and Easterton 
(Owen), 220p Easterton, 218p 
Parkfergus and Highholm, 
215p Bankhead (Kerr), 212p 
Rathillet, 210p Meikle Seggie 
and Parkfergus
 Heifers ppkg
232p Rathillet & Learielaw, 
225p Mains of Cultmalundie 
& Kinneil Mill, 220p (twice) 
Croftgarry, Bankhead & 
Kinneil Mill, 218p Rathillet
210p Whiteside & Meikle 
Seggie
Young bulls ppkg
202p Lochend & Airthrey 
Kerse.
Bullocks per head
£1531 Mains of Cultmalundie,
£1527 Learielaw, £1508 South 
Flanders, £1492 Croftgary, 
£1458 Learielaw, £1440 
Faskine, £1434 Highholm,
£1432 Loanrigg.
Heifers per head
£1496 Greencraig, £1480 
Mains of Cultmalundie, £1390 
and £1382 Greencraig, £1381 
Croftgary, £1342 Learielaw & 
Croftgary, £1327 Kinneil Mill,
£1321 Rathillet.
 Also forward were 68 cast cows 
and bulls.
Beef cows averaged 122ppkg 
selling to 157ppkg for a Limou-
sin from D & L Graham, Mains 
of Burnbank, Blairdrummond, 
and to £1200 twice once again 
from D & L Graham and J 
Walker, Glenwhilk, Argaty, for 
a Hereford.
Black and white cows averaged 
103ppkg and sold to 134ppkg 
from R Nelson, Blairmains, 
Culross, and to £960 from J & I 
Wilson, Carskerdo, Cupar.
 With a good show of black and 

white cows gross prices were 
dearer, a poorer show of beef 
cows meant the average was 
back but more could have been 
sold to sellers advantage.
Other leading prices:-
Beef cows per head
£930 Carskerdo, £910 Inchgall 
& Parkhouse, £900 Taylorton,
£850 Wester Arngibbon.
B&W cows per head
£940 Easter Clune (twice), £910 
and £890 Blairmains, £850 
Hillend and Inchgall.
B&W cows ppkg
127p Easter Clune, 123p 
Drumglass, 121p Easter Clune
117p Blairmains, 116p Easter 
Clune, 114p Blairmains,
113p Rossbank.
Also forward five black and 
white bull calves averaging 
£46.40, also one AAX heifer 
calf selling to £320 from W 
Adam, Shankhead, Stirling.
Top price for black and whites 
went to T & J Gilliland, Nyadd, 
at £52.

United Auctions, March 22,
Stirling, sold 1432 store cattle 
also 143 cast cows and forward 
cattle also forward 828 store 
sheep on March 22.
Bullocks (766) averaged 
262.43p to 267.10p per kg for a 
292kg SimX from Rankinston 
and £1320 for a 664kg CharX 
from Midtown.
B&W bullocks (136) averaged 
148.65p to 185.80p per kg for a 
541kg BFX from Barfillan and 
£1005 for a 541kg BFX from 
Barfillan.
Heifers (530) averaged 
219.83p  to 297.7p per kg for a 
430kg LimX from Lochty and 
£1300 for a 448kg CharX from 
Cuilt.
Cast cows (102) averaged 
132.34p to 182.70p per kg for 
a LimX from Woodhead of 
Mailer and £1450 for a LimX 
from Greenshields.
Dairy cattle (36) averaged 
102.3p per kg for a HFX from 
East Gartmillan and £1050 for 
a HFX from Inchgall.
Forward cattle (five) averaged 
169p to 183.4ppk for a BrB 
from The Ross and £1270 for a 
LimX from South Traprain.
Bullocks: 251-300kgs 
Rankinston £780, 267.1p 301-
350kgs Wright Park £870, 
Croftintygan 260.7p 351-
400kgs Buteland £1060, 
265p 401-450kgs Kinnesswood 
£1120, 254.5p 451-500kgs Bute-
land £1170, 248.9 501-
550kgs Balafark £1230, 
East Saucher 228.2p 551-
600kgs Boghall £1320, 
Midtown 223.1p  601-650kgs 
Boghall £1265, 207p 651-
700kgs Midtown £1320, 198.8p.
Heifers: Up to 250kgs West 
Friarton £550, 225.4p 251-
300kgs Bangour £725, 
249.1p 301-350kg Hazleyshaw 
£820, Bangour 254p 351-
400kgs Buteland £950, Mahaar 
247.3p 401-450kgs Cuilt 
£1300, Lochty 297.7p 451-
500kgs Kinnaird £1180, 
247.9p 501-550kgs Kinnaird 
£1230, Easter Ochtermuthill 
234.1p 551-600kgs Heathfield 
£1170, 212p 601-650kgs Hole-
house £1250, 207.6p
OTM cows:
£ per head
Greenshields (Lim) £1450; 
Langraw (Sim) £1310; The Ross 
(Char) £1230; Boghall (Cont) 
£1150.

Revolutionary Lismore 
farm’s holistic approach
A ‘HOLISTIC’ farming exper-
iment on a Lismore croft has 
inspired a national training 
event on the island in May.

Roger Dixon-Spain, a former 
industrial farmer in Cambridge-
shire, and his wife Gilly came to 
live on the Isle of Lismore in 
2004.

‘I had a life in farming and 
I just got a bit fed up,’ Roger 
said. ‘I did not like the subsidy 
system. It was all about playing 
political chess. It was not about 
demand but what you could get 
a subsidy for.

‘We moved promising two 
things,’ he said. ‘One, that we 
would never again do farming 
and, two, that we would never 
live on an island, but we are 
doing both.’

But a TV documentary on 
permaculture, A Farm for the 
Future by Rebecca Hosking 
and Tim Green, turned Roger’s 
belief system on its head. 

‘It switched all the lights on,’ 
he said. ‘There is a different 
way of doing things. It is a no 
brainer.’

Roger and Gilly now rear 
grass-fed Highland beef and 
shearling lamb, and free range 
eggs for sale at their Sailean 
croft following the principles of 
a global movement called ‘ho-
listic management’, which they 
describe as ‘allowing nature to 
do the work’.

‘We live in and are part of a 
perfectly synchronised, intelli-
gent and completely biological 
universe,’ they said. ‘It always 
delivers on time and without 
fail. This system appears to do 
“nothing” but leaves nothing 
undone. So why would we not 
work with it, rather than try to 
manipulate this perfection?’

Modern agricultural prac-

tices are degrading soil at an 
accelerating rate, they argue. 
A company training Scottish 
farms in holistic management, 
3LM or ‘Land and Livestock 
Management for Life’, quotes 
the Department for the Envi-
ronment, Food and Rural Af-
fairs (DEFRA) estimates that 
soil degradation costs England 
and Wales £1.2 billion annually. 
Its mission is to help regenerate 
the land for future generations.

‘If we continue to farm degrad-

ing soils, the plants and animals 
that grow on it and we ourselves 
will also become depleted too,’ 
Roger said. ‘Something needs 
to change. In nature there is no 
bare soil, except where there is 
human interference.

‘Making sure there is no bare 
ground, causing minimal soil 
disturbance, no digging or 
ploughing, is what we are trying 
to do here. Soil will always cover 
itself if left to its own devices. 
We are trying to assist this 

process.
‘Herbivores over millions 

of years created our topsoils. 
We need to mimic the herding 
behaviour. Herbivores are 
the solution to reinstating the 
health of our soils. We can 
achieve this by using short 
periods of high-impact planned 
grazing of our permanent native 
herb-rich pastures, followed by 
long rest periods of 60 to 90 
days.’

He argues this method ‘en-

hances plant and fauna diversity 
and achieves maximum solar 
energy gain through photosyn-
thesis, growth of topsoil, carbon 
capture and regenerated soil 
biology. All of this begins to 
ensure food security for future 
generations to come. There is 
no need for inorganic chemical 
fertilisers, herbicides, pesti-
cides, or pharmaceuticals.’

Thanks to Roger and Gilly’s 
work, Lismore is hosting 
holistic management training 
workshops with 3LM from May 
13 to 20, starting with a two-day 
programme on its foundations, 
and a more comprehensive 
eight-day programme, with 
details on 3LM’s website.

The couple are now turning 
their minds to succession.

Roger, who is 71, said: ‘We will 
not have the energy in 10 years. 
We do not want to move. Young 
people do not have the means to 
get in and the older people have 
not got the means to get out. We 
are finding ways to get young 
people into farming.’

The average age of farmers 
is now 59. Traditionally, farms 
are passed from parents to their 
children, but Roger and Gilly 
have been training Dan and 
Fieke, both in their 20s, since 
October to take over and run 
the farm. 

‘We are swapping money and 
expertise with youth and physi-
cal energy to get the job done,’ 
he said.

‘We are going to pay them an 
hourly rate for the first year, 
just to find out if we can sustain 
the relationship. Then they 
come off their hourly rate and 
into profit sharing. Then the 
business becomes theirs.’ 

Together they hope to con-
tinue creating ideas, he said, 
on ‘how to make money from 
74 acres, without putting your 
hands in for subsidies’.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Clockwise from 
above left, Roger  
and Gilly swore 
never to farm 

again or live on 
an island but are 

doing both, while  
Fieke and Dan 

are being trained 
to take over and 

run the  croft.

Crofting federation 
sees hope for future

Union says farmers are not 
feeling benefi ts of boom time

THE Scottish Crofting Feder-
ation (SCF) says crofting has a 
future despite the uncertainties 
of the coming years, but warns 
that crofters will need to stand 
together.

Chairman Russell Smith, 
following the SCF’s annual 
gathering at Applecross on 
‘Crofting’s Place in Europe’, 
said: ‘Given the result of the 
Crofting Commission elections, 
it is clear that crofting has a 
future – but it is something we 
will have to fight for.

‘Speakers at our gathering 
presented plenty of evidence to 
show that a sustainable future 
for rural communities, food 
production and the environment 
depends on small-scale holdings 
with a range of activities and 
an holistic approach to rural 
development.

‘Brexit doesn’t seem to have 
anything positive to offer 
Scotland, but a fresh look at a 
replacement for the Common 
Agriculture Policy will be a vital 
opportunity to find a policy that 
works for crofting.’

Mr Smith hoped the election 
would ‘see the end of the unrest 
within the crofting regulator’, but 
urged for voting reform. 

‘Looking at the number of votes 
cast,’ he said, ‘it is very disappoint-
ing the Scottish Government 
did not take the opportunity to 
revise the voting constituencies 
before this election, so again the 
proportions are all wrong. In the 
Western Isles particularly, even 
the second-placed had more 
votes than the total votes cast 
for all three winners of the other 
contested constituencies, yet has 
no place on the board.’

CROFTERS and farmers are not 
feeling the success of Scotland’s 
food and drink industry, despite 
its £421 million growth last year 
to a record £5.5 billion, the 
National Union of Farmers in 
Scotland (NFUS) has claimed.

Launching its new Scotland 
Food and Drink strategy to 
2030, the Scottish Government 
announced food exports had 
grown by 22 per cent to £1.5 bil-
lion, with the fish and seafood 
category recording the largest 
overall increase of £156 million 
(up 26 per cent). Exports to 
EU countries were worth £2.3 
billion overall, up £133 million 
last year, while Scotch whisky 
exports grew by £153 million 
(up four per cent) to more than 
£4 billion in 2016.

James Withers, chief executive 
of Scotland Food and Drink, 

said: ‘This industry is Scotland’s 
fastest growing major sector. 
We have now doubled food ex-
ports since 2007, transforming 
the level of trade in growing 
markets such as Asia. That is 
crucial to extend our footprint 
beyond just Europe which is still 
the destination for over 70 per 
cent of our food exports.’

However, the NFUS argued 
the boom is not being felt by 
the producers. NFUS chief ex-
ecutive Scott Walker said: ‘The 
success of the industry is built 
on the quality of the food and 
drink produced and its strong 
Scottish provenance. This is all 
underpinned by the farmers, 
growers and crofters of Scotland 
who are the start of the food 
chain producing the products 
that start our very successful 
food and drink industry.

‘Our success will be celebrated 
by Scottish and UK politicians, 
all of whom will use it in different 
ways. Some will use it to show that 
Brexit is a threat to the industry 
and, without unburdened access 
to the EU single market, we have 
much to lose.

‘Others will use it show that 
unburdened from European 
Union ties, we have fantastic 
foundations to build on and 
that we can only grow more suc-
cessful. But few will point out 
that while the food and drink 
industry may be booming, this 
success is not being felt by our 
farmers and crofters.

‘NFU Scotland will continue 
to push to ensure that farming 
and crofting is considered by the 
Scottish and UK governments 
as Brexit unfolds. Difficult 
decisions are ahead.’

To fi nd out more about the NFU Vehicle Discount 
Scheme call  John Spicer at S&S Services

on 07831 808702 or 01292 880080

S&S Services, Heathfi eld, Ayr.
Tel: 01292 880080 / 07831 808702

ALL ROADS LEAD TO S&S

S&S SERVICES
2 pedigree 

MV accredited 
Zwartbles Ewes 
with January '17 

twins at foot.
 £300 each Or £500 for 

all as a starter fl ock.
Hep -P vaccinated and 

wormed

07780 842977

REGISTERED 
COLLIE PUPS

9 weeks old 

Particulars

Telephone:-
01700 503063

50 BALES 
OF GOOD DRY 

SILAGE, 
MID ARGYLL 

AREA.
CONTACT JOHN: 
07900 556607
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Call  today on 
07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no 

hassle, free collection anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota 
Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, 

L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + 

All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. 
Single Vehicles or  � eet purchases. Any 
age nearly new or old, any conditions 

from perfect to written o� , non runners, 
rotten, no MOT, high mileage, blown 

engine, overheating etc. Cash in hand, 
no hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

Tel 07546 788945

WANTED
All types of good quality 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Mitsubishi, Kia, Ford etc 
and all 4 x 4 pickups, must be good 

condition and reasonable mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non runners/MOT failures etc 

considered. Will collect.  

Call
01631

568000
to sell 

your car 
in our 

Drivetimes 
section

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Superb Indespension 
all steel 6 foot trailer 
(only with car) - extra 

£850 ovno.

North Connel. Local delivery possible.

07747 086 163

GRP DINGHY LOA 12’9”
Beam 5’9”, fold-away 
hood/cuddy. Built in 
fuel tank, 12v bilge 
pump, lockers in bow 
,full length port side. 
Includes trailer, oars, 
rowlocks, battery, 
anchor, chain, ropes, 
Mariner 6hp 

outboard (only with 
dinghy) - extra £400 ovno

Offers around £1,350

Offers around £5,250

Discovery 2, Prestige, 7-seater Auto
2004, 119,000 miles, 
MoT 23/10/17 2495cc, 
5 cylinder diesel,18” 
wheels, 2 spare wheels, 
2 ESR, leather interior, 
EW, e/front seats,Heated 
FS, CC, air suspension, 
radio with sat nav/
separate cd, AC, tow bar

North Connel. Oban viewing possible.

07747 086 163

Call 01631 568 000 to sell your car in 
our Drivetimes section

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT DUE?

Your car is in 
good hands at...

MOT TESTING, SERVICING & REPAIRS
TYRES & EXHAUSTS SUPPLIED AND FITTED

ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF CARS, 4X4’S VANS

07979 816160

RESIDENTIAL CARAVAN
2 bedroom, 30’ x 
12’, new cooker, 
electric shower, 
water heater. 
Transport can be 
arranged, can view 
on site, in working 
order.
£2250

07572 482600

12’3” QUALITY TENDER WITH OARS
Outboard (Seagull) and 
trailer. Glass � bre hull 
customised with wood 
including seating, 
slatted � oor & lockable 
bow locker. Excellent 
condition. Viewable 
Kyles of Bute. Photos 
available.

£1,000 or sensible 
near o� er

For more info please call 07795 606609

Ford � esta 1.1 petrol
MOT until Feb 2018, 2 
owners from new. New 
starter motor, battery and 
recently serviced. Would 
make a great � rst car as 
cheap to insure and run. 
Low millage for age

£1,000Reply to the Oban Times, Box Number 26, 
Lochavullin Estate, Oban, PA34 6BA.

VAUXHALL VECTRA
2006, 5 door hatchback, 1.8 petrol, 
MOT November, 2017, Silver, 65,000 

miles, good condition.

£1,000

NEWCAR 
INDEX

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP PLEASE 
CALL: 01631 568000

MITSUBISHI Motors UK is supporting the 
future of Scottish rugby as it becomes 
title sponsor of the Schools & Youth 
Conference.

On March 28, at Murray� eld, the home of 
Scottish Rugby, Mitsubishi Motors in the 
UK has been unveiled as an o�  cial partner 
of Scottish Rugby. The partnership will 
kick o�  in May and see the Japanese car 
giant put its full support into youth rugby 
in Scotland as the title sponsor of the 
Schools & Youth Conference – alongside 
supporting all levels of the game from 
grassroots, the professional tier, to the 
elite squad.

The Mitsubishi Motors Schools & Youth 
Conference programme has enjoyed two 
years of success since its launch in 2015, 
with over 250 clubs or schools taking part 
last year alone. As well as their involvement 
in the Conferences, the Mitsubishi Motors 
franchised dealer network will work 
closely with grassroots clubs across 
a number of additional projects. The 
partnership will see a ‘kit for clubs and 
schools’ scheme, providing them with 
access to training and match kit to further 
develop Mitsubishi’s involvement at 
the heart the game. Furthermore, the 
Japanese car brand will provide a � eet 
of vehicles to support Scottish Rugby’s 
network of development sta�  across the 
country from Inverness in the north to 
Ayrshire in the south, Glasgow in the west 
and Borders in the south.

Aligning its vehicle range with the 
programme, Mitsubishi’s range of car 
brands will be used to name each of 
Schools & Youth Conferences, which last 

season saw more than 2,200 matches 
played involving 275 clubs and schools.

The new deal further reinforces Scottish 
Rugby’s links to Japan after signing its 
landmark Strategic Alliance Agreement 
with the city of Nagasaki in August 2016 
which will see the Scotland national team 
hold a pre-Rugby World Cup 2019 camp in 
the city ahead of the tournament.

Speaking at BT Murray� eld, Scottish 
Rugby’s chief operating o�  cer, Dominic 
McKay, said: ‘I’m very pleased Mitsubishi 
Motors UK are partnering with Scottish 
Rugby. Mitsubishi is a globally recognised 
brand with a track record of innovation, 
excellence and quality so we look forward 
to working closely with them in a further 
example of our strong links with Japan. 
Their commitment to rugby from School 
& Youth Conference level, supporting 
Edinburgh Rugby as a sponsor, right up 
to the national squad, will be hugely 
bene� cial to the long-term success of 
Scottish Rugby. The Conferences have 
made a fundamental di� erence to how 
young people enjoy their � rst taste of 
competitive rugby and experience the 
social and physical bene� ts of the game. 
Mitsubishi’s sponsorship and support of 
this initiative will help develop the pro� le 
of the Conferences as a cornerstone of 
our youth rugby work. The roll-out of the 
branded � eet of vehicles will also make 
Mitsubishi’s support visible the length 
and breadth of the country and help our 
sta�  to continue promoting the game 
nationwide.’

Lance Bradley, managing director of 
Mitsubishi Motors in the UK, said: ‘We 

Scottish Rugby introduce Mitsubishi 
Motors UK as its o�  cial partner

are very excited to become Scottish Rugby’s o�  cial 
partner. The partnership comes as a natural progression 
for us within rugby in the UK. We are delighted to play 
a part in the future of Scottish rugby, particularly as 
their pioneering approach to youth sport mirrors the 
innovative culture at the heart of our business. We’re 
looking forward to being involved in Scottish Rugby at 

all levels of the game, particularly in the build-up to the 
Rugby World Cup in Japan in 2019.’

Already involved in the sport, Mitsubishi Motors 
has been a sponsor of England Rugby since 2016 and 
Gloucester Rugby since 2005. Mitsubishi Motors also 
holds partnerships with both Edinburgh Rugby and the 
Salford Red Devils.

07881 704 619 
wks@btinternet.com

Ford Transit 100 T350L
D/C RWD 
Tipper, 
100,000 miles,
 MoT 08/2017.

£4,500
(plus VAT). 
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Tel: 07885 203020 or email 
gbplantsales@hotmail.co.uk

WANTED
Wanted all types of motorhomes and 
caravanettes.  Any age or condition.  

We also buy water damaged or in 
need of repair.  Also all types of 

touring caravans from 95 onwards.

Tel 0781 8118449

WANTED CARAVAN
Campervan or Motorhome, any make 
or model, MOT failures, non runners, 

damp vans, all considered, cash 
waiting.

Tel 07703490572 
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner 
or not, high miles no problem.

Apply to Box 25, Oban Times, 
Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB

WANTED
Mini digger, 1.5 tons, any year 

or make, must be in 
working order. like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Due to the award of several long term contracts
OES Ltd require the following personnel.

Apprentice Electricians
Applications are invited from motivated individuals

Our apprenticeship will involve attendance  at College on a block release basis, 
further learning will take place on site.

The apprenticeship will last for 4 years and is administered by SECTT.

Electrician/Approved Electricians
To join our existing contracts team, current grade card with CSCS essential. 
These roles would suit individuals with Domestic, Commercial & Industrial 

experience.
Immediate start for contracts within Argyll & Bute and Highland regions

Electrician’s Mates/Labourer’s
Relevant experience and CSCS endorsement are desirable for these roles, 

excellent opportunity for individuals to increase their skills base.
Long term opportunities available. This may suit individuals willing to re-train 

from similar roles.

Trainee Multi Skilled Engineers
Do to our involvement with 2 long term FM contracts within Oban & Campbel-

town, we have an opportunity for individuals to join our Maintenance team.
The successful applicants will receive training for various Building Services 

disciplines.
We welcome applications from school leavers and individuals willing to retrain 

for these important roles.
All applications to; 

Angus MacPherson, Managing Director
OES Ltd, 19 Stevenson street, Oban, PA34 5NA

amacpherson@fes-group.co.uk

Opening 1st May 2017
Talented Staff Required

Waiting staff
Bartenders
Concierge

Housekeepers
Maintenance Manager

Email CV and cover letter to 
careers@perlehotels.com 

or call 01631 562 998
Station Square, Oban
www.perleoban.com

Janitorial Post 
Oban Primary Campus
37 hours a week with occasional 
overtime available
Rate of pay £8.48 per hour 
For further information please 
contact Lewis Preston on:
Lewis.preston@mitie.co.uk
Tel: 07392102644

Accounts Assistant/
Bookkeeper and Admin Assistant/

Receptionist Required
Accounts Assistant/Bookkeeper. Ability to work with SAGE 
software an advantage, salary dependant on experience. 

Admin Assistant/Receptionist. Could be full or part time. 

This is an opportunity to join an expanding, busy general 
practice with clients from all over Argyll and the Highlands 
and Isles, the appropriate candidates will be able to 
work on their own initiative and be able to have a good 
relationship with clients and other sta� . Both positions 
would be in our Oban o�  ce.

Please email CV to Jean Ainsley CA at 
jean@ainsleysmith.co.uk
Tel: 01631 567007

Book Keeper
Start July 2017

Permanent position – 20 hours 
per week to be over 5 days.

Knowledge of Sage Accounts and Sage Payroll, 
other office duties as and when required.  

Please email your CV to
accounts@northwestmarine.co.uk 
or call the office on 01631 565652 

for further information.

7E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

MACLEOD
CONSTRUCTION LIMITED

REQUIRE

QUARRY 
PROCESSING 
OPERATOR

(DUE TO OUTPUT 
INCREASE)

ALSO

FORK LIFT 
OPERATOR

PREVIOUS 
EXPERIENCE 
PREFERRED

APPLICATIONS TO 
HARRY ROSS

TEL: 07919 214995

OR

E-MAIL: lil@
mkmacleod.co.uk

AHFA Plumber/
Multi Skilled Operative Oban & Lorn
Salary £25,515 - £30,023 per annum 37.5 hours per week
£13.09 - £15.40 per hour

AHFA Solid Fuel/
Multi Skilled Operative Mid-Argyll
Salary £21,127 - £24,853 per annum 37.5 hours per week
£10.83 - £12.75 per hour

AHFA Joiner  Mid-Argyll
Salary £21,127 - £24,853 per annum 37.5 hours per week
£10.83 - £12.75 per hour

All posts include 35 days holiday inc public holidays, life 
assurance, health plan, overtime/price work and generous 
standby/call out payments.

These posts are subject to a basic Disclosure Scotland 
check.  

Closing Date: 12 noon on Thursday 13 April 2017

For further information about this post or for an informal chat 
please contact Lee Holness on 01546 605815

To apply please go to the recruitment section of our website at 
www.acha.co.uk
If you are unable to access the website please contact the 
recruitment team;
Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk 
CVs are not accepted

A M Transport (Campbeltown) Ltd
are looking for an experienced LGV Class 2 

Driver for work within the Argyll area.  
Duti es to include multi drop deliveries of 
palleti sed freight and collecti ons from 

our customers.

Guaranteed minimum 47.5 hrs per week, 
Monday - Friday, with occasional Saturday.

Apply in writi ng to A M Transport (Campbeltown) 
Ltd, Building 120A, Machrihanish Airbase, 

Campbeltown, PA28 6NU or email enquiries@
amtransportcampbeltown.co.uk with a copy of 

your CV.

Administrator/secretary
Oban Games

£3500 pa plus commission
Oban Area

The Premier highland games and internati onal 
piping competi ti on is looking for the services of a 

pro acti ve and fl exible administrator to coordinate 
preparati ons for the event and liaise with local 

authoriti es, emergency services, police, trade stand 
holders, helpers and groundstaff . In additi on they 

will facilitate monthly, or as necessary, meeti ngs of 
the games committ ee acti ng in a secretarial role.

This role requires commitment and availability 
throughout August.

Please email your CV or applicati on to the secretary 
of the Argyllshire Gathering at 

sec@argyllshiregathering.org.uk

Marine Husbandry Staff 
Sound of Mull, Loch Linnhe and Loch Nevis 
Scottish Sea Farms are an internationally recognised farmer of superior quality Scottish
salmon. We pride ourselves in providing industry leading and highly personal
development paths which build into fulfilling professional careers. If you are committed
to developing our industry and are driven to put your strengths to work we would very
much like to hear from you.

We are currently recruiting for Marine Husbandry staff to join our teams on the
Sound of Mull, Loch Linnhe and Loch Nevis.

Experienced Husbandry Staff
You should be able to demonstrate competence across a wide range of skills including
fish health monitoring, stock appetite assessment, boat handling skills, feeding system
and boat maintenance whilst being proactive in health and safety. Above all you should
have the drive and ambition to further your career through training and development. A
formal boat qualification would be desirable.

Trainee Farmer
Applications are also invited by candidates looking to begin their career in the
Aquaculture Industry. We are looking for ambitious individuals who are team players,
proactive in health and safety and who have high expectations for themselves and of
their employer. In return, we will provide you with a Mentor who will guide you through
your first months of employment and a detailed training plan that will enable you to kick
start your fish farming career.

Working a 40-hour week, Monday to Friday with 1:3 weekend working required on a
rota system. We will offer an attractive salary dependant on experience along with
pension scheme, life cover, occupational health support, subsidised gym membership
and cycle to work scheme. A current driving licence is essential.

We are also recruiting for seasonal staff on our marine farms between April and October.

To find out more please contact Angela Hand, Recruitment & HR Coordinator on 01786
445521 or email angela.hand@scottishseafarms.com for an application pack.

Closing date: Monday 10 April 2017 
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FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mr Gordon Ivor MacCormick 
has registered his crofts 
Sithean and Lag-Na-Giogan, 
in the Parish of Kilfinichen & 
Kilvicheon, on the Crofting 
Register held by the Registers 
of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration may 
apply to the Scottish Land 
Court by 15th December 2017.

Details of the registration can 
be found at www.crofts.ros.
gov.uk/register/home. The 
Croft registration numbers are 
C3845 and C3846.

APPLICATION FOR 
APPORTIONMENT

BOHUNTIN COMMON 
GRAZINGS

Archie MacKinnon, 9 
Bohuntin intends to lodge an 
application for apportionment 
of approximately 51.22 
hectares for the purpose of 
cattle management.

Archie MacKinnon, Grazings 
Clerk, has a copy of the 
application which can be 
inspected by any person 
interested.

Any comments on the 
application should be 
lodged with the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NW before 
27.4.17.  A copy of any 
representations made will be 
forwarded to the applicant.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mrs M E Dennison has 
registered their croft 1-3 
Corpach (Share) on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who 
wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to 
the Scottish Land Court 
by 16/12/2017

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
I7054

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mr Niall MacPhee, Mr 
Aaran MacPhee, Mr 
Ruaridh MacPhee, Mrs 
Catriona MacDonald has 
registered their croft Part 
Sheiling, Back of Keppoch, 
Arisaig and Moidart on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by December 
16, 2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C3794.

Proposed Assignation 
of a Grazings Share(s)

Alastair McDougal  is 
applying to the Crofting 
Commission for consent 
to assign the grazings 
share(s) pertaining to the 
croft at 2 Bracora and Part 
Glasnacardoch (Share) 
to Martin Whyte of  Torr 
Beitheach, Glenfinnan.

If you have an interest in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on 
the proposal in writing or 
some other permanent 
form to the Crofting 
Commission, Great Glen 
House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness, IV3 8NW 
(e-mail info@crofting.
scotland. gov.uk) within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of the advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.
Reference Number

17/01136/FUL

17/01206/FUL

17/01225/LBC

17/01271/FUL

17/01285/FUL

17/01297/FUL

17/01332/FUL

Development  Address

Torran Na Chonnaidh,
Laudale, Ardgour

Land 110M NE of Alt-Na-
Slat, Invergarry

Lochaline Fire Station,
Lochaline, Morvern

Land West of West Lodge,
Roshven, Glenuig

Glen Tarbet Hydro Electric 
Scheme, Ardgour

Land 100M North of Unit 5, 
Glen Nevis Business Park,
Fort William

Unit 9, Blar Mhor Industrial 
Estate, Lochyside, Fort 
William

Proposal Description

Temporary sitting of a floating pier 
linked by a bailey bridge to the 
existing stacking and loading area

Erection of holiday chalet and 
formation of access

Partial demolition of building and 
erection of 3 apartments

Erection of house, installation of 
septic tank, treatment bed and outfall 
to ditch

Modifications to Glen Tarbert hydro 
scheme

Change of use to bus parking area

Erection of pet and garden supplies 
outlet

Time period for comments is 14 days, 17/01225/LBC is 21 days
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

INVERLUSSA, LOCH SPELVE, ISLE OF MULL

Notice is hereby given that Inverlussa Shellfish 
Company Limited has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 of 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of pontoon 
installation and existing boat moorings at: Inverlussa, 
Loch Spelve, Isle of Mull.

 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Craignure Post Office, Craignure, Isle of 
Mull, Argyll, PA65 6AY.
Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:
Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 
06262
Inverlussa Shellfish Company Ltd

Cost

Location

Inverlussa, Loch 
Spelve, Isle of 
Mull, Pontoon 
Structure Area

Inverlussa, Loch 
Spelve, Isle of 
Mull, Pontoon 
Mooring Area

Inverlussa, Loch 
Spelve, Isle 
of Mull, Boat 
Mooring Area

£1500

Longitude
Co-ordinates

005° 44.201 W
005° 44.228 W
005° 44.254 W
005° 44.240 W

005° 44.190 W
005° 44.230 W
005° 44.259 W
005° 44.213 W

005° 44.290 W
005° 44.240 W
005° 44.233 W
005° 44.194 W
005° 44.150 W
005° 44.110 W
005° 44.160 W
005° 44.130 W
005° 43.905 W

Latitude
Co-ordinates

56° 24.672 N
56° 24.666 N
56° 24.707 N
56° 24.711 N

56° 24.664 N
56° 24.651 N
56° 24.681 N
56° 24.694 N

56° 24.620 N
56° 24.630 N
56° 24.648 N
56° 24.621 N
56° 24.640 N
56° 24.680 N
56° 24.690 N
56° 24.700 N
56° 24.730 N

GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENCE

Niall Mclean trading as Geo-Rope Ltd of West 
Quarry, West Laroch, Ballachulish, PH49 4JP 
is applying for a licence to use West Quarry, 
West Laroch, Ballachulish, PH49 4JP as an 
operating centre for 9 goods vehicles and 5 
trailers.
Owners or occupiers of land (including 
buildings) near the operating centre who 
believe that their use or enjoyment of that 
land would be affected should make written 
representations to the Traffi c Commissioner 
at Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF stating their reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. Representors must at the same 
time send a copy of their representations 
to the applicant at the address given at 
the top of this notice. A Guide to making 
Representations is available from the Traffi c 
Commissioner’s Offi ce.

Argyll and Bute Council

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 
-13.30-16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae 
Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by 
logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) 
REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), RELATED PLANNING 
(LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

REF. No. PROPOSAL SITE ADDRESS LOCATION OF PLANS

17/00448/PP Change of use of land for the siting 
of two wigwams (glamping 
accommodation) for holiday letting 
purposes, installation of sewage 
treatment plant and erection of 
1200mm high timber recycling 
bin enclosure.

Laingis Ruaig Isle Of Tiree 
Argyll And Bute PA77 6TR 

Tiree Area Offi ce

17/00704/CONAC Complete demolition of outbuilding Braeside Main Street Bowmore 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA43 7JJ

Bowmore Area Offi ce 
Isle of Islay

17/00549/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land North West Of Ath An 
Fhiona Bridgend Isle Of Islay 
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Offi ce 
Bridgend

17/00624/PP Alterations and extension to hotel Coll Hotel Arinagour Isle Of 
Coll Argyll And Bute PA78 6SZ 

Sub Post Offi ce Isle 
of Coll

17/00702/PP Installation of a Geothermal-Source 
Heat Pump (GSHP) and associated 
boreholes

Iona Abbey Isle Of Iona Argyll 
And Bute PA76 6SQ 

Sub Post Offi ce Isle 
of Iona

17/00705/PP Demolition of existing outhouse and 
construction of annex to main house 
(retrospective)

Braeside Main Street Bowmore 
Isle Of Islay Argyll And Bute 
PA43 7JJ

Bowmore Area Offi ce 
Isle of Islay

17/00375/PP Erection of workshop and associated 
works

Marine Resource Centre 
Barcaldine Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA37 1SE 

Sub Post Offi ce Connel

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/
planning-and-environment/fi nd-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote 
the reference number in any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a 
public document and will be published on our website. Anonymous or marked confi dential correspondence 
will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications can be viewed at all Area Offi ces, 
Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To fi nd out more about living and working in Argyll & Bute visit us at:
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra – Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

THE A82 TRUNK ROAD SOUTH OF LOCH TULLA
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 20A 
AND 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
The Scottish Ministers hereby give notice that they have determined 
that their proposal to carry out improvement works on the A82 Trunk 
Road, 2.4 kilometres north of Bridge of Orchy for a distance of 1.2 
kilometres or thereby:
(a) is not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 
85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and 
private projects on the environment as amended by Council Directive 
No. 97/11/EC and Council Directive No. 2003/35/EC of the European 
Parliament and Council; 
(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 55A(7) 
of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the said 
Directive but that having regard to the selection criteria contained 
in Annex III of the Directive it should not be made subject to an 
environmental impact assessment in accordance with the Directive, 
and accordingly the project does not require the publication of an 
Environmental Statement.
S R LEES
A member of staff of the Scottish Ministers 
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, 
Glasgow, G4 0HF
24 March 2017

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

NOTICE OF DETERMINATION

THE A82 TRUNK ROAD TULLA COTTAGE
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT
DETERMINATION BY THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS UNDER SECTIONS 20A 
AND 55A OF THE ROADS (SCOTLAND) ACT 1984
The Scottish Ministers hereby give notice that they have determined 
that their proposal to carry out improvement works on the A82 Trunk 
Road, 530 metres or thereby north of Tulla Cottage for a distance of 
881 metres or thereby:
(a) is not a project which falls within Annex I of Council Directive No. 
85/337/EEC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and 
private projects on the environment as amended by Council Directive 
No. 97/11/EC and Council Directive No. 2003/35/EC of the European 
Parliament and Council; 
(b) is a relevant project within the meaning of Sections 20A(9) and 55A(7) 
of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, and falls within Annex II of the said 
Directive but that having regard to the selection criteria contained 
in Annex III of the Directive it should not be made subject to an 
environmental impact assessment in accordance with the Directive, 
and accordingly the project does not require the publication of 
an Environmental Statement.
S R LEES
A member of staff of the Scottish Ministers
Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, 
Glasgow, G4 0HF
24 March 2017

CROFTING COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATIONS

G Law
65 Banavie, Kilmallie
0.048 ha – Amenity ground
77196

R MacColl
2 Kinlochlaich, Lismore & 
Appin
0.091 ha – Site of a public 
foot/cycle path
77810

Written comments from 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the croft may be sent to 
the Crofting Commission by 
27th April 2017 – Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, 
in fo@crof t ing.scot land.
gov.uk

Full details at 
www.crofting.scotland.gov.uk

Proposed Let of a Croft

Mrs M Black is applying to 
the Crofting Commission for 
consent to let the tenancy of 
the croft at Seaview, Gribun 
to Mrs J M Henderson of The 
Steadings, Salen, Isle of Mull.

If you consider you have 
a relevant interest in this 
application, you may submit 
comments in writing to the 
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or email 
info@crofting.scotland.gov.
uk within 28 days from the 
date of publication of the 
advert. Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom of 
Information enquiry.

MARINE (SCOTLAND) ACT 2010

EXTENSION TO EXISTING PONTOON – 
FORT WILLIAM, HIGHLAND

Notice is hereby given that Fort William Marina & 
Shoreline Company Limited has applied to the Scottish 
Ministers of the Scottish Government, under Part 4 
of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010, in respect of an 
extension to existing pontoon: Fort William, Highland.

 (WGS84)
Plans showing the position of the works may be 
inspected at Fort William Library, Airds Crossing, 
High St, Fort William PH33 6EU.

Objections relating to safety of navigation or 
environmental issues in respect of the application 
should be made in writing to:

Licensing Operations Team, Marine Scotland, Marine 
Laboratory, 375 Victoria Road, Aberdeen, AB11 9DB 
within 28 days of the date of this notice or by email to: 
MS.MarineLicensing@gov.scot, quoting reference: 

06263
Fort William Marina & Shoreline Company Ltd

Cost

Location

Fort William, 
Highland

£504,000

Longitude
Co-ordinates

005° 07.201’ W
005° 06.982’ W
005° 07.010’ W
005° 07.031’ W
005° 07.054’ W
005° 07.057’ W
005° 07.047’ W

Latitude
Co-ordinates

56° 48.921’ N
56° 48.959’ N
56° 48.961’ N
56° 48.952’ N
56° 48.940’ N
56° 48.931’ N
56° 48.927’ N

If you’ve got the energy, drive, determination and ambition, 
we can o� er you an exciting and rewarding career with one of 
Scotland’s foremost independent newspaper publishers.
You will be responsible for representing our range of award 
winning publications, o� ering high quality advertising packages 
to local businesses.
You will bene� t from on-going training, � rst class support, job 
stability and the opportunity to work for a professional company 
that believes in rewarding success and e� ort. A full driving licence is 
essential.

£  Excellent Basic 

+ £ Bonus 

+ Private Health Care 

+ Pension 

+ Good Holidays

BASED IN CAMPBELTOWN

RECRUITMENT
IN ASSOCIATION WITH HIJOBS

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes



 GARDEN
6 FLAT STATHEL 
STONES will make great 
sunken stepping stones 
in a lawn. Original old 
stones in good condition. 
Heavy but can deliver. 
£70 Tel 01631 564578
VINTAGE CART 
WHEELS and smaller 
implement wheels. 
Colourful garden display 
items. Prices from £30 
Tel 01631 564578
VINTAGE CHIMNEY 
POTS Vintage chimney 
pots in various sizes and 
styles, make lovely gar-
den planters. Prices from 
£40. Tel 01631 564578
VINTAGE LAWN ROLL-
ERS cast iron and deco-
rative, for working use or 
colourful garden feature, 
various sizes from £90. 
Can deliver. Tel 01631 
564578

MOBILITY

STATIONERYTRADE SUPPLIES

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

SKIP HIRE

CHIMNEY SERVICES

STATIONERY

£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

TREE SURGEON

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

BLINDS

PERSONAL NOTICE

HOME CLADDING

ELECTRICIAN

26 CLASSIFIEDS Thursday 30 March, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk

PROPERTY SERVICES

WINDSOR 
LANTERN

Unused black Suggs 
Windsor IP65 lantern. 

Includes spigot for 76mm 
column shaft and wall 
bracket for alternative 
fi xing. PIR included to 
control on/off times. 

£150
Tel 01631 770357
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THANK YOU ALL
A huge thank you to both Hydro 
chaps who got me and Rambo 
out safely from my upturned 
car on Tuesday 21st and both 

ambulance boys who got me to A 
& E. A & E staff, police, family 
and friends were wonderful. You 
are all heroes.    Helen Hope

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

RAIN HOPPERS Victori-
an cast iron rain hoppers 
for replacements on 
older houses or these 
make nice garden plant-
ers, £25 each Tel 01631 
564578
VICTORIAN GARDEN 
ITEMS Victorian chimney 
pots, garden rollers and 
cart wheels. Prices start 
at £30. Tel 01631 564578

 BUILDING / DIY
CIRCULAR SAW very 
good condition. £35 Tel 
07796 104145 (Tarbert)
MITRE SAW very good 
condition. £39 Tel 07796 
104145 (Tarbert)
SHEET SANDER very 
good condition. £15 Tel 
07796 104145 (Tarbert)
TABLE SAW very good 
condition. £49 Tel 07796 
104145 (Tarbert)

 CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

W A S T E M A S T E R 
WASTE WATER CAR-
RIER Good clean condi-
tion. 40 litre, plus cover. 
£25 Tel 01631 770698

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

WINTER TYRES set 
of four winter tyres on 
German alloy wheels. 
Five spoke wheels on 
continental tyres, 195/65 
R 15H, three as new, 
one part worn. Came off 
VW Passat, M reg, may 
fi t other VW/Audi group 
cars, 6 months old. £249 
ono Tel 01586 551859²

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

HOKY PR3000 Rotor-
blade carpet sweeper 
(ON Amamzon at 
£99.99). As new. Call 
evenings or weekends. 
£75 Tel 01631 564206²

 FURNITURE

BUREAU Light oak 
bureau. £35 Tel 01631 
564848
CHESTS OF DRAW-
ERS 2 matching Ikea 
chests of 6 drawers. 
Malm birch veneer. 
80cm wide, 123 cm high. 
Email for photos. £35 Tel 
01631 710550
DESK Pine knee hole 
desk with three drawers. 
Please call within offi ce 
hours. £9 Tel 01631 
564848
DINING TABLE 54” long, 
38” wide extending to 56” 
wide. Good condition. 
£20 Tel 01631 770698
DINING TABLE Round 
extending dining table in 
pale wood (maple). 119 
cm diameter, extends 
to 146 cm. Central leg. 
Email for photos. £50 Tel 
01631 710550
DINING TABLE Mahog-
any round pedestal table. 
£15 Tel 01631 564848
DOUBLE BED Double 
Sweet Dreams Divan 
bed with drawers. Please 
call within offi ce hours. 
£40 Tel 01631 564848
GLASS TELEVISION 
TABLE very strong 39” 
wide 20” high. Three 
shelves. £10 Tel 01631 
770698

RATTAN CHAIRS 2 
outdoor or conservatory 
rattan chairs in brown 
with cream cushions. 
Email for photos ush-
ers@ushers.eu £45 Tel 
01631 710550
RECLINER SETTEE 
Three seater recliner 
settee with leather trim. 
Please call within offi ce 
hours. £40 Tel 01631 
564848
SIDEBOARD Dark 
wood traditional style, 
W138cm x D48cm x 
H94cm includes 30cm 
legs. Carved front legs. 
2 drawers, 2 cupboards 
with shelves. Email 
picture available. £40 Tel 
01583 421358
SINGLE ELECTRIC BED 
Single electric recliner 
bed. Mattress in immacu-
late condition. Please call 
within offi ce hours. £90 Tel 
01631 564848
SMALL DINING TABLE 
Small round pine table 
with four woven cane 
chairs. (Fabulous sun 
room furniture). Please 
call within offi ce hours. 
£55 Tel 01631 564848
TWO SEATER SETTEE 
Cottage suite two seater 
settee, fl oral tapestry 
pattern. Please call with-
in offi ce hours. £45 Tel 
01631 564848
UMBRELLA STAND 
Green cast iron umbrella 
stand. Please call within 
offi ce hours. £6 Tel 
01631 564848
WARDROBE Triple door 
pine effect wardrobe with 
drawer below. Please 
call within offi ce hours. 
£29 Tel 01631 564848

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

FIT FLOPS Genuine 
Fit Flops, brand new, 
size 6, pewter, cost 
£60. Call evenings 
and weekends. £50 Tel 
01631 562750²

 HIGHLAND DRESS
DRESS JACKET 
AND TREWS modern 
MacDougall, chest 
46”, waist 38”, leg 
28”, rarely used. Cost 
£500, offers. Tel 01408 
633118²

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD White, Blue 
and Pink colours in 
stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print. Tel 01586 
554975

 HOME OFFICE
VACUUM CLEANER 
Bagless cyclinder vac-
uum cleaner. Cyclone 
bagless washable 
fi lter. HEPA Filter. 
Rotating brush head. 
Retactable power cord. 
Very good condition. 
£30 Tel 01631 720433

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

GAS COOKER Indesit 
freestanding white 
double oven cooker. 
Two years old in 
good clean condition. 
Bought for £400. 
Modifi ed for LPG. £99 
Tel 01852 300379

MICROWAVE OVEN 
Samsung full power 
microwave. 30cm x 
20cm cooking space. 
Clean and good 
working condition. £10 
Tel 01852 300379
TOWER AUTO SLOW 
COOKER. 3.5 litre 
capacity auto slow 
cooker, little use good 
clean condition. £10 
Tel 01631 770698

 LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BABYLISS HOTSTIX 
as new and in carry 
case. Call evenings 
and weekends. £20 Tel 
01631 562750
DRINKS COOLER 
Beer and wine cooler. 
Good condition and 
good working order. 
£15 Tel 01631 720433
SUN LOUNGERS 
Set of 2 Siesta sun 
loungers in Texoline 
with headrests. One in 
excellent condition, the 
other still boxed and 
brand new. (£39.99 
each in Argos) selling 
for £60 for the pair. Tel 
01631 562750

 MARINE

SAILING MAC yellow, 
medium, unused. £15 
Telephone 01852 
300495
SEAGO LIFEJACKET 
adults, classic 180N, 
medium, unused brand 
new. £50 Tel 01852 
300495
SEAGULL CENTURY 
100 OUTBOARD Short 
shaft, 4Hp, 1960s, 

clean and runs well. 
Fitted with Wipac 
ignition. £80 Tel  01631 
770698

 MISCELLANEOUS

WATER FEATURE 
Vintage bronze effect 
water feature, ideal 
for conservatory use, 
beautiful mermaid 
with shell, complete 
with triple lights with 
antique shades. Cost 
£350. Call evenings 
and weekends. £99.99 
Tel 01631 562750

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

UPRIGHT PIANO 
Upright piano. Berry 
of London. Please call 
within offi ce hours. £55 
Tel 01631 564848

 POULTRY
PULLETS Skye pure 
pullets, black or brown, 
ducks, geese and 
sheds.,  £ Tel 01470 
572213

 POWER TOOLS
POLE - CHAINSAW 
B & D cordless pole 
chainsaw incl. 18V 
battery and charger. 
New, unused item. £99 
Tel 07769 869884

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL Market your 
business effectively 
with professionally 
designed leafl ets, 
posters and fl yers from 
Krisp Print. Tel 01586 
554975

THANK YOU CARDS 
New baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your 
new arrival or big day.  
Truly individual, a 
treasured keepsake. 
Call Krisp Print. Tel 
01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
LOVELY DOLLS 
HOUSE bought when 
my granddaughter was 
young in the local shop 
at Reform Square.  

She is a young lady 
now and wants to sell 
it. It cost £230 plus 
furniture, she would 
accept £99.99, as new. 
Tel 01586 552465

 WANTED
CANARY BIRDS or 
similar, Tel 01770 
600651 or 07920 
145407
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like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS
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MEMORIALS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the 
following terms and conditions which 
relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex 
Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the 
Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited 
on the one part and the Advertiser on 
the other part.  The Publisher publishes 
newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or 
provides for the delivery of advertising 
materials to the public within these 
publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, 
decent, honest and truthful and comply 
with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee 
the insertion of any particular 
advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to 
cancel or alter the advertisement by 
giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement 
shall be deemed to be made on 
acceptance of the advertisers’ order 

by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher 
before the publishing deadline, failing 
which, the publisher reserves the right 
to invoice the customer in full for the 
whole cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll 
Sheriff Court or such other Court as 
the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable 
for any loss or damage occasioned 
by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution 
of any newspaper or edition in which 
any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, 
misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case 
may be, or make reasonable refund or 

adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, 
refund or adjustment will be made 
where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the 
Publisher in writing within fourteen days 
of publication.  In no circumstances 
shall the total liability of the Publisher for 
any error, misprint or omission exceed 
the amount of a full refund of any price 
paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which 
liability arose or the cost of a further or 
corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that 
in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 
must be paid on acceptance of order 
by the Publisher.  All advertising on a 
credit basis must be agreed with the 
Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by 
the Publisher will be due 15 days from 
the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of 
non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% 
and this is chargeable on a daily basis 
from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late 
payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the 
Publisher reserves the right to disallow 
any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: 
(01631) 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Offi ce. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk
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Advertising  executiveScottish faith leaders condemn lethal 
Westminster attack and call for peace
A STATEMENT said: 
‘As representatives and 
leaders of our various faith 
communities, we are united 
in our condemnation of 
Wednesday’s terrorist 
attack in London.

‘Love of God and love of 
neighbour are the guiding 
principles of our faith tra-

ditions and we deplore all 
acts of violence.

‘Trusting in God’s healing 
presence and power, our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with everyone who has been 
bereaved, injured or left 
traumatised by this terrible 
incident.

‘We urge everyone of 

whatever faith, tradition or 
none to live peaceably with 
their neighbours and to 
actively uphold the values 
of compassion, love and 
respect.’
Signed: 
Rt Rev Dr Russell Barr, 
Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland.

Dr Naji Arfaj, Executive 
Director, Edinburgh Central 
Mosque. Hassan Rabbani, 
Annandale Mosque, Leith.

Imam Sayed Razawi, 
Director General, Scottish 
Ahlul Bayt Society.

Rev Matthew Ross, Gen-
eral Secretary of Action 
of Churches Together in 
Scotland.

GOLDEN WEDDINGS
MACFARLANE - 
ROBERTSON – On March 
31, 1967 at Hamilton Crescent 
Church of Scotland, Glasgow 
by the late Rev Archie 
Campbell, Christina to 
David. Formerly of Morvern 
Hill, Oban.
MITCHELL - GILLIES 
- Family of John and Mary 
Mitchell wish them well on 
their 50th wedding anniversary, 
married March 25, 1967 at 
Muckairn Parish Church.
MUNRO - McNIVEN 
- Roddy and Elma were 
married on April 1, 1967 
at Lochfyneside Church 
of Scotland, Minard, by 
Reverend Alexander Fraser. 

DEATHS

ALLAN - Peacefully at 
home on March 23, 2017, 
in his 90th year, Richard 
Grant Allan, dearest husband 
to Daphne, a loving and 
inspirational father and much 
loved grandfather of his 17 
grandchildren. “Underneath 
are the everlasting arms.”
CAMPBELL - Donald 
(Decam), peacefully at 
Erskine Home on Sunday, 
March 26, 2017, Donald, 
formerly of Furnace and 
former police offi cer and 
Glasgow taxi driver. Funeral 
service at Clydebank 
Crematorium on Tuesday, 
April 4 at 1.30pm. Family 
fl owers only.
CAMPBELL – Peacefully, 
on March 27 at Moss Park 
Nursing Home, George 
Duncan Campbell (Duncan), 
devoted husband of Margaret 
Ann and a much loved dad 
of Colin Duncan. Funeral 
service will be held in Nether 
Lochaber Parish Church 
at 12noon on Monday, 
April 3, 2017; thereafter to 
Innis-na-Birlinn Cemetery. 
Family fl owers only please. 
Donations, if desired, to 
Dementia Scotland and 
Moss Park Nursing Home 
can be given at the service or 
forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Dudley 
Road, Fort William.
LIVINGSTON - Edward 
of Bridgeton Glasgow. 
Suddenly but peacefully, at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on March 26, 2017, 
aged 86. Beloved husband 
of Sarah, much loved father, 
grandfather and great-
grandfather. He will be sorely 
missed. Funeral will take 
place on April 5 at Oban 
Parish Church at 1pm.
MACFADYEN - Peacefully 
after a short illness at 
Royal Alexandra Hospital, 
Paisley on Friday, March 
24, 2017, Mary Carmichael 
MacFadyen, eldest daughter 
of the late Captain John and 
Phemie MacFadyen, Lismore. 
A dear sister to Morag and 
the late Alan, John and Effi e. 
A much loved aunt and great-
aunt and great friend to many 
who will be missed by us all. 
Funeral service to be held at 
graveside on April 3 at 1 pm.
MACIVER – Norman, 
formerly of Kilmoluaig, Tiree, 
sadly passed away at Donwell 
Nursing Home, Washington, 
Tyne and Wear, aged 87 years, 
on March 21, 2017. Much 
loved dad of Russell and 
Fiona, adored granddad and 
great-granddad to the family. 
Funeral service at Birtley 
Crematorium, Chester-le-
Street on Wednesday, April 5 
at 10.00a.m.
McCUISH - Suddenly at 
home, on March 21, 2017, in 
his 64th year, Donald John. 
Will be sadly missed. Funeral 
service will take place at 
St. Columba’s Cathedral, 
Corran Esplanade, Oban, on 
Thursday (today), March 30, 
2017 at 10.00 am. Thereafter 
to Pennyfuir Cemetery.

NEWTON - Euphemia 
Marion (Amy).Very suddenly, 
but very peacefully, after 
a short illness, in her 
97th year, at the Lorn and 
Islands Hospital, Oban, 
on Wednesday, March 22, 
2017, Amy, beloved wife of 
the late Fenwick Newton 
and daughter of the late 
Duncan and Lexy Brodie, 
Lochboisdale. Funeral 
service will take place 
at Oban Parish Church, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban, on 
Monday, April 3, 2017 at 6.30 
p.m. This will be followed 
by a private interment 
at Thornhill Cemetery, 
Stirling, on Tuesday, April, 
4. Donations, if desired for all 
staff at Ward I, Oban.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

ALLAWAY - The family of 
the late Johnny Allaway would 
like to thank all relatives and 
friends for the kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards, messages 
and fl owers received following 
their recent sad bereavement. 
Special thanks to all at the 
Highland Hospice for their 
excellent care and support, 
and to Rev Norma Higgott 
for her comforting service. 
Thanks to John Fraser & Son, 
Lovat House, High Street, 
Dingwall for their excellent 
funeral arrangements and to 
the Drumossie Hotel for their 
catering. Sincere thanks to all 
who paid their last respects at 
the Crematorium and whose 
kind generosity raised £400.00 
for the Highland Hospice.
ELLIS - Emily Ellis’ family 
would like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for all 
the lovely fl oral tributes, cards 
and support following Emily’s 
death. Thank you to all the 
NHS staff involved in Emily’s 
care and a special mention to 
Dr. Fiona MacLennan for all 
she did, you were outstanding 
and thanks for the support 
you gave the family also. A 
big thank you to the Reverend 
and Hamish Hoey and Sons 
and thank you everyone who 
attended her service, £560 was 
raised for Pancreatic Cancer 
charity.
FRASER – Annie would 
like to thank family, friends 
and neighbours for all cards, 
fl owers, visits, kind words 
and messages of support and 
sympathy following the sad 
loss of Duncan.
She would also like to 
thank the Ambulance and 
Police Service for their help. 
Grateful thanks to Rev Valerie 
Watson for her support and 
very fi tting service. Thanks 
also to Jim McNulty and 
Neil Kirkpatrick for playing 
the organ and accordion 
and Jean and Craig McAffer 
for their sensitive and 
considerate attention to the 
funeral arrangements, to the 
Lochside Hotel for the purvey 
and fi nally a big thank you to 
everyone who attended the 
Round Church and graveside 
for your kind support.
MACGREGOR - The family 
of the late Rae would like 
to thank everyone for their 
kind expressions of sympathy 
following their sad loss.  
Sincere thanks and gratitude 
go to all the staff on Glenaray 
Ward, at the Mid Argyll 
Hospital, for the personal 
care and attention shown to 
Rae in her last few weeks, 
we are eternally grateful to 
you all.  Thanks also to Rev 
Dr Roderick Campbell for a 
comforting service, to Ethel 
MacCallum for her choice 
in music, to Stan Lupton for 
his kindness and professional 
service and to the George Hotel 
for their excellent catering.  
Thank you to all that attended 
the funeral service and paid 
their respects at the graveside. 
The retirement collection for 
Glenaray and Inveraray Parish 
Church raised over £750.

MACPHEE – Maisie, 
Dorothy and family of the 
late Janet (Jenny) would 
like to thank most sincerely 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours for all the cards, 
calls, fl owers and kind words 
and messages of support 
received following the recent 
sad passing of Jenny. Thanks 
to Rev. Chris MacRae for his 
warm and comforting service 
and to Mr Keith Pettinger for 
leading the Psalms. Thanks 
also to Scott Greenlees, 
Billy Stott and colleagues at 
J. McLellan and Co for all 
funeral arrangements. To 
all who attended the church 
service and graveside and to 
Iain MacKintosh and staff at 
Corpach Hotel for providing 
the lovely spread. To Colin 
and Shiona, McDonald 
Bros. for the beautiful fl ower 
arrangements. A special thanks 
to Dr. MacDonald and all 
the caring staff of Ward 1, 
Belford Hospital for the care 
and kindness shown to Jenny 
throughout her last few weeks. 
We would also like to thank Dr 
Smith, Dr Wallace and Craig 
Nevis Surgery, also social work 
services and the care staff of 
Crossroads Lochaber, the Care 
at Home team and Isobel Davie, 
whose care allowed Jenny to 
remain in her own home until 
the last few weeks. The retiring 
collection generously raised £426.22 
which will be donated to the 
Dementia Friendly Room, Ward 
1, Belford Hospital. Thank you all.
MORRISON - Dougall and 
family would like to thank 
all relatives and friends for 
their lovely fl oral tributes, 
Mass cards, sympathy cards 
and phone calls following 
the sad passing of Ena, a 
much loved wife, mother and 
grandmother. Thank you to 
all the staff at Aberdeen Royal 
Infi rmary, Raigmore and 
Belford Hospitals, Doctors at 
Tweeddale Medical Practice, 
District Nurses, Macmillan 
and Marie Curie Nurses 
who provided care for Ena. 
Also many thanks to Mgrs 
Donald MacKinnon and Tom 
Wynne, Fr Roddy MacAulay 
and Deacon Thomas Wynne 
for the beautiful and peaceful 
mass, thanks to Mike McFall 
Funeral Directors, McDonald 
Brothers for the lovely 
fl owers, to Meg and staff at 
the Railway Club for their 
lovely spread, to Dr Angus 
MacDonald for his piping, to 
Kevin Cameron the organist 
and to John Dougan for his 
readings. A special thanks to 
Mgr Donald MacKinnon for 
all his comforting words of 
support. Finally a big thank 
you to everyone who attended 
the church and graveside 
for your kind support. A 
retiral collection of £1035.70 
was raised and will be split 
between Macmillan Nurses 
(Lochaber) and Marie Curie.
SMITH - Helen, Iain, 
Deirdre and Mhairi express 
their sincere thanks for the 
many expressions of kindness 
and sympathy extended to 
them on the sudden death 
of Joe, a much loved brother 
and uncle. To Mgr Wynne, 
Mgr MacKinnon and Deacon 
Thomas for spiritual care 
and visits, to the Belford 
Hospital and Tweeddale 
Surgery for medical care 
over the years, to Invernevis 
House for care over the past 
year, the home carers who 
attended Joe for a short 
time, Mike McFall for his 
effi cient and caring handling 
of funeral arrangements, 
the British Legion members 
for their participation, to 
all who attended the Mass 
of Thanksgiving celebrated 
by Mgr Wynne and Deacon 
Thomas, and thereafter 
accompanied Joe to his fi nal 
resting place at Cillechoirill 
and to Roy Bridge Hotel for 
the lovely buffet. Thank you 
everyone. Helen and family. 

MEMORIAMS

CAMERON - In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
Archie (Ginger), who died on 
March 29, 2015. In my heart 
you will always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day.
- Your loving wife Margaret, 
Cruachan Cottages, Taynuilt
CAMERON – Precious 
memories of Hugh, devoted 
husband and dad, father-in-law 
and grampa who passed away 
March 31, 2002.
Loved and remembered every day.
- Bella and family
CLARK – In loving memory 
of my dear sister Effi e, who 
passed away at Kilninian, 
Torloisk, Mull on March 26, 2009.
Time unfolds another year.
- Inserted by her sister Mary 
at Kilninian.
HEAP – In loving memory 
of our darling son and brother 
Edward Alexander (Eddie), 
accidentally killed at work on 
April 4, 1979, aged 18 years.
There is always a face before us
A voice we would love to hear
A smile we will always remember 
Of a son we loved so dear
Always loved and remembered
- Mum, Dad, Auntie Peggy 
and family xx
MACKINNON - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Isabella, who passed away 
March 29, 2010.
I never need a special day
To bring you to my mind
For days without a thought of 
you 
Are very hard to fi nd.
- From your loving husband 
Donald.
McPHAIL – In loving 
memory of our dear mum 
Mary, who passed away on 
April 3, 2004 and our dear 
dad Charlie, who passed 
away on February 16, 2017. 
Sadly missed.
Forever in our thoughts
- John, Sheonaid and Drew, 
Dalmally
Love and miss you always 
granny and grandpa
- Elizabeth and Andrew. xxxx
MOYES - In loving 
memory of Flora, loving 
wife of Ted and wonderful 
mum and granny of Anne, 
Caroline and Ted, passed 
away March 30, 1990.
Memory drifts to scenes 
long passed 
Time rolls on but memories last
Sunshine passes, shadows fall
Love, remembrance outlasts all. 
PROSSER – In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
and grandmother Mary, who 
died March 26, 1997.
Our memories of you we 
treasure
Always missed and loved.
- Betty and all your family.
WALKER - In loving memory 
of my dear father Archie, who 
died on March 29, 1996.
Sadly missed.
- Inserted by his loving son 
Archie.
WALKER – In loving 
memory of our father and 
grandfather Archie, who 
passed away March 29, 1996.
Always in our thoughts
- Allan and family, Islay, 
Gartmore and Blanefi eld.
WALKER - In memory of 
our father Archibald, who 
died March 29, 1996.
Forever in our thoughts.
Inserted by Donald and 
Morag, Islay Airport Cottage.

Final chance for 
Scotland’s wonderful 
woods and fi ne forests
WONDERFUL woodlands 
and fine forests across 
Scotland are being urged 
to enter a national awards 
programme which closes 
to entries tomorrow Friday 
March 31.

Scotland’s Finest Woods 
Awards 2017 will recognise 
and celebrate the very best 
forests and woods across the 
country – from large estates to 
forest schools.

Last year, Sutherland 
Estates in Golspie won the 
Quality Timber Award for 
a whole estate, while a small 
nursery on the outskirts of 
Glasgow picked up the schools 
award. 

Other winners included 
Allt Charmaig on the banks 
of Loch Tummel, Kilfinan 
Community Forest in Argyll 
and Evanton Community 
Forest, near Dingwall.

The previous winners urged 
anyone thinking of entering 
to do so quickly and said the 
entry process was quick and 
painless.

Jacqui O’Donnell, deputy 
head at Gavinburn Early 
Years and Education Centre 
at Old Kilpatrick, near 
Glasgow, said:  ‘We are in a 
deprived area of Scotland, on 
the outskirts of Clydebank 
with real poverty issues. 

It’s not an area you would 
associate with forestry, but we 
have created a forest school 
and the children absolutely 
love it. They like the camp 
fire, climbing the trees, forest 
games, wildlife hunting and 
making things.

‘A forest school enables 
children growing up in a 
digital world to explore nature 
in a fun way and to connect 
with it. It’s planting the seeds 
for the future.’

Simon Harry, education 
and outreach co-ordinator at 
Evanton Community Wood 
near Dingwall, which has 
won awards for the past two 
years, said: ‘When people visit 
Evanton, it’s what they picture 
a wood should be like – with 
lots of different types of trees, 
good paths, a big shelter, lots 
going on. It’s safe and hard to 
get lost, but you can walk 15 
minutes down the footpath 
and feel like you’re in the 
middle of nowhere.

‘Evanton is a real 
community forest, open to 
everybody – schools, mental 
health groups, people with 
physical disabilities and the 
long-term unemployed. We 
build people’s confidence in a 
place they enjoy. We are also 
working on a major project 
to help people with dementia 

– a pilot project has had an 
amazing impact. People recall 
things from their childhood 
and early adulthood when 
they spent time in the woods.’

Bruce Taylor, of Scottish 
Woodlands, which manages 
the Sutherland Forest Estate 
at Golspie – winner of the 
Quality Timber award for a 
whole estate in 2016 – said: 
‘We have planted a lot of 
broadleaf since the 1990s to 
complement the landscape, 
with some formal avenues 
and a mixture of silver birch, 
oak, beech, cherry and 
ash. Broadleaf woodland 
management is quite unusual 
so far north but it has worked 
very well with a variety of 
trees of different ages, from 
some very mature pine to the 
broadleaves from the 1990s.’

Angela Douglas, executive 
director of Scotland’s 
Finest Woods Awards, said: 
‘Gavinburn, Evanton and 
Sutherland were just three of 
our worthy winners in 2016 
and we hope the 2017 entries 
are just as strong. There is 
some brilliant work going on 
in our forests and woodlands 
and these awards shine a light 
on it.’

For more details and to 
enter the 2017 awards, go to 
www.sfwa.co.uk.

The forest school has been a resounding success.

A stand of Scots pine on the Sutherland Estates.
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Athletics

Fundraiser

Oban public Play the Game Together

Members of Oban Otters attended the Cumbernauld spring graded meet recently where 17 personal bests, two 
medals and four pennants were won. Left to right are Kai MacKechnie, Andrew Boyle, Rachel Carre, Edie Elliot and 

Taylor Robinson. The Otters have recently had a number of  new members move up from the Learn to Swim school. 

Puffer run returns to Crinan Canal 
ENTRIES are now open for the Scottish Sea Farms 
Crinan Puffer.
 The eight-mile, point to point running race along the 
banks of the historic Crinan Canal will take place on 
Sunday April 23. 

The event, sponsored by Scottish Sea Farms, has been 
organised by Mid Argyll Community Swimming Pool and 
promoted by Mid Argyll Athletics Club.  

The team behind the event are keen to replicate last 

Pu� ers line up at last year’s race. 

year’s success and welcome entry applications. There are 
five different age categories: junior (16-17), seniors (18-
39), veterans (40-49), super veterans (50-59) and vintage 
(60+).

Visit www.entrycentral.com/crinan-puffer for informa-
tion and entry details. 

OBAN’S sports stars united 
against cancer and helped to 
raise more than £15,000 at a 
charity football event.

Around 500 spectators made 
their way to a sun-kissed rugby 
club last Sunday to watch the 
three ‘We’ll Play This Game 
Together’ matches.

Local businesses and organ-
isations donated raffle prizes 
in abundance, with Johnnie 
Walker whisky donating four 
rare bottles, which raised a 
total of £3,000 at auction.

The name of the event comes 
from We’ll Walk This Road 
Together – a traditional music 
concert that has raised more 
than £40,000 in three years for 
DMI Cancer Trust.

However, due to serious ill-
heath, Neil ‘Nonny’ MacInnes 
was unable to organise his 
annual sell-out concert.

This led Coasters football 
player and referee John Scott 
to arrange the charity event.

With the help of Lochside 
Rovers manager Gareth 
Evans, they assembled the cup-
winning Oban Camanachd 
team of 1996.

They reunited for the first 
time since winning the trophy 
to take on Coasters, with 
Coasters winning 4-2 on the 
day.

This game was followed by a 
ladies match between Saints 
Ladies and Oban Ladies, which 

More than £15,000 raised at 
DMI charity football event 

saw Saints win 7-1. And the day 
was rounded off when a young-
er Camanachd squad defeated 
an Oban Select team 1-0.

The money was raised for 
DMI Cancer Trust and will be 
split evenly between Cancer 
Research, Marie Curie and 
Oban Hospice.

Organiser John Scott orig-
inally wanted to raise £1,000 
for each of the three charities, 
but has raised at least five times 
that amount – and counting.

John said: ‘It’s outstanding. 
I’m flabbergasted. For once in 
my life, I am speechless. You 
can ask my girlfriend, I’m not 
usually lost for words.

Thanks
‘I would like to say thanks to 

all the helpers. There’s a team 
involved behind the scenes – 
they put all this together and 
without their help we could not 
have done it. We will keep the 
charity going in some manner 
or means in the future.’

In order to tie in with the 
annual concert, a live band 
were on hand to entertain the 
500-strong crowd.

‘Ceol an Aire have been ab-
solutely fantastic,’ John added. 
‘And Oban FM turned up with 
its outside broadcast unit, for 
which I would like to thank them.

‘It adds such an atmosphere 
to the place when you have live 
music. And, after all, the DMI 
is about live music.

‘The players who have taken 
part have been absolutely fan-
tastic. Oban Camanachd have 
been a big part in this.

‘The fact that the young Ca-
manachd team beat the Oban 
Select footballers rounded the 
day off perfectly.

‘Not to forget the girls as well 
– they put on a sterling effort.’

The organisers and spectators 
ended the evening in Coasters, 
where they were entertained by 
Crackin’ Craic.

John said: ‘That basically kept 
the DMI tradition going, in 
order to round things off with a 
live music event.’

It was in Coasters that the 
whisky auction took place. 
The four bottles were sold for 
between £650 and £900 each to 
make a total of £3,000.

The remaining £12,000 was 
raised through raffle tickets, 
donations on the day, the sale of 
food, courtesy of Iain Darling 
Butchers, and through online 
crowdfunding.

A signed Roger Federer 
tennis top, which was donated 
by Stuart Fraser, is still to be 
auctioned.

To declare your interest, or 
to stay up to date with future 
events, search DMI We’ll Play 
This Game Together on social 
media.

Saints Ladies and Oban Ladies before the match on Sunday. 
07_t13PlayThisGameTogether02

The current Oban Camanachd squad in their famous red and black strips pictured with the Oban Select, managed by 
José Murd-inho. 07_t13PlayThisGameTogether04

Ceol an Aire entertain the crowd with the help of Oban FM. 
07_t13PlayThisGameTogether08

Euan Astles at the ‘coconut’ shy.

Part of the large crowd at Sunday’s ‘We’ll Play This Game Together’ event.

John Scott hands over the Gleaner Cup to Oban Camanachd captain Lewis Buchanan after the red 
and blacks beat an Oban Select 1-0.

Councillor Roddy McCuish hands over the Coasters Cup to Bertie Gemmell after his team had beaten Oban Camanachd Old Crocks 4-2.

Kierean Hendry and Daniel Cameron in a tussle for the ball.
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1300
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

M Kennedy
Lochview Estate
Fort William

J Campbell
Croft Avenue
Oban

Superb start to
the season for 
John McPhee 

PATIENCE can be a virtue in practice, 
before the lights go out for the race and the 
flag demands a payoff.
 Patience was the plan for British Talent 
Team rider John McPhee, from Connel, 
leading up to the team’s debut at the Moto3 
grand prix in Qatar – and the Scotsman put 
in a stunner once the flag dropped, taking a 
podium first time out.

Staying in station throughout the first laps, 
the Argyll racer began a fightback with a 
fastest lap as he made it up into P11 with 16 
laps to go. With 14 laps to go, John moved up 
to seventh, before he was into the top five next 
time over the line.

A brave move up into the lead for the 
first time with 12 laps remaining saw John 
announce his presence as a real podium 
contender as the group tousled for position. 
Back at the front, with seven laps to go, and 
then fighting it out with the front-runners to 
the end, the BTT rider eventually crossed the 
line in second place – defending the position 
to perfection over the last lap.

On the podium first time out and only just 
behind winner Joan Mir, the new British Tal-
ent Team is off to a flier ahead of the debut of 
the British Talent Cup next year. John’s next 
race is in Argentina at Termas de Rio Hondo, 
from April 7 to 9.

 John said: ‘I can’t thank everyone enough – 
the team and everyone behind me. I’ve been 
given this opportunity and I’m trying to make 
the most of it so that’s the best way to start 
off the season. All race, the bike was so fast, 
I felt really strong in the group. We ticked all 
the boxes in pre-season testing and we knew 
we could be strong, even if the weekend’s not 
been the best, position-wise. I stuck to the 
plan and now it’s paid off so I’m absolutely 
delighted.’

John on the podium at Qatar with his 
second place trophy. Photo: Bonnie Lane

OBAN Lorne and Kilmarnock 
met at the stunning surround-
ings of North Connel on 
Saturday for what was the most 
important game of the season 
for both teams. A win for either 
side would seal survival in BT 
West Division 1 for next sea-
son, while defeat would lead to 
the drop down into Division 2.

The men in green were full 
of confidence going into the 
game after an upsurge in per-
formances and results since the 
turn of the year. Coach Corrie 
Louw had a full-strength team 
available for the match with the 
players hungry to make amends 
for what has largely been a 
disappointing campaign.

With Kilmarnock recording 
a home 23-10 win over Oban 
at the start of the season, they, 
too, were confident of a prom-
ising result and travelled with a 
strong squad and a large group 
of vocal supporters.

It was the visitors who started 
strongest and held the majority 
of possession with some good 
carries form their powerful 

Relief all round as Green Machine escape relegation
back-row players. Kilmarnock’s 
back three were to impress all 
day by dealing very well with 
some challenging kicks from 
Oban stand-off Dave MacCabe.

Oban weathered the early 
storm and found themselves 6-0 
up after 20 minutes with two 
well-taken penalty kicks from 
scrum-half Finlay Carmichael. 

Both teams exchanged missed 
penalty attempts around the 
half-hour mark, with Carmi-
chael’s long-range effort falling 
just short for Oban.

With the majority of play tak-
ing place in the middle of the 
park, no try scoring opportuni-
ties came of note until the last 
five minutes of the first half.

A clever chip by Craig Wright 
into the right hand corner of 
the pitch was first gathered 
but then mis-controlled by the 
Kilmarnock defender, allowing 
Oban winger Tom Harrison to 
gather the ball and touch down 
under the posts for Oban’s first 
try of the game. A successful 
conversion from Carmichael 
increased the score to 13-0 
going into half-time.

The momentum gained at the 
end of the first half continued 
into the first 10 minutes of the 

second half as Oban dominated 
field position and territory. The 
continuing dominance at the 
scrum was turning possession 
over on numerous occasions, 
giving Oban a great attacking 
platform to work from.

Oban extended their lead on 
50 minutes as powerful winger 
Callum MacLachlan crashed 
over through a few Killie 
defenders, increasing the score 
to 18-0. 

MacLachlan had been getting 
his hands on the ball at every 
possible opportunity in the 
second half, much to the frus-
tration of the away side who 
found him very difficult to stop.

With an 18-point lead, Oban 
should have closed out the 
game but, as has happened 
many times this season, the 
team decided to make things 
very hard for themselves. 

On 55 minutes, Oban were 
reduced to 14 men with centre 
Malcolm Kavanagh being 
sin-binned for an alleged dan-
gerous tackle. Kavanagh had 
defended extremely well in the 
Oban midfield and was to be a 
big miss defensively. 

Oban also made a change at 
this stage with prop Alex Banks 

making way for experienced 
veteran Andrew Johnston.

Kilmarnock took full advan-
tage of their man advantage, 
scoring their first try of the day 
narrowing the score to 18-7. 
Shortly after, Oban hit back to 
calm the nerves of the big home 
support with anther Finlay 
Carmichael penalty increasing 
the lead to 21-7.

The home side made a couple 
more changes to the team 
with youngsters Jack Strachan 
and Daniel Speirs coming on 
to provide a bit more pace to 
proceedings.

Despite being restored to 15 
men, Kilmarnock were now in 
control of the match and were 
throwing everything they could 
at the Oban defence to launch a 
spirited comeback.

Lorne were dealt a huge blow 
going into the last 15 minutes 
of the game with Malcolm 
Kavanagh receiving a  second 
yellow card for an off-the-ball 
incident with a member of the 
Kilmarnock team. The home 
side would again play with only 
14 men for the rest of the game.

The majority of the large 
North Connel crowd were 
silenced with 10 minutes to go 

as Kilmarnock used an overlap 
out wide well to score in the 
corner. A fantastic conversion 
attempt narrowed the score to 
21-14, taking the visitors right 
back into the match.

Fortunately for the men in 
green, the players dug deep in 
the closing stages of the game 
with some heroic tackling and 
clever territorial kicking man-
aging to nullify the Kilmarnock 
attack.

As the full-time whistle blew, 
Oban were extremely relived at 
the outcome of the match, seal-
ing the survival of the team’s 
position in the league. 

Saturday’s win lifted Oban 
Lorne two points above Kil-
marnock into eighth place in 
the league. Oban play their 
final match of the season away 
to mid-table Irvine RC this 
Saturday. Kick off is at 3pm.

BT West Division 4
Glasgow Uni Medics
Argyll and Bute
Argyll & Bute RFC’s last 
away match of the season was 
postponed away to Glasgow 
University Medics on Saturday 
as Argyll failed to raise enough 
players for the fixture. A new 

date for the game will be set 
by the West Regional Leagues 
Committee.

This Saturday, Argyll and 
Bute play their last home game 
of the season as they welcome 
rivals Cowal from Dunoon 
to Glencruitten. Cowal RFC 
have been performing well 
this season and just recoded a 
fantastic  29-27 win over pro-
motion hopefuls Lanark RFC 
last weekend. Saturday’s game 
kicks off at 3pm a Glencruitten.

BT Women’s National 
League Division 2
Annan Warriors P
Oban Lorne Ladies P
With Annan Warriors RFC 
playing a quarter-final National 
Bowl tie, this Sunday’s league 
meeting between Annan and 
Oban Ladies has been post-
poned.
 The next scheduled game for 
Oban Lorne Ladies is away to 
Lismore RFC in Edinburgh on 
April 9.

Oban Lorne’s Andrew Johnston tries to escape the clutches of a 
Kilmarnock forward during the relegation battle at North Connel. 

Photo: Kevin McGlynn
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Marine 
Harvest 
Media 
Award 

winners 
2016

Goals galore in 
MacTavish and 
Celtic cup ties

Dougie Rankin, Inverness, shields the ball from Inveraray’s Lewis 
Montgomery during their National Division match at the 

Winterton on Saturday. Photo: Sephen Lawson

Oban Camanachd’s Scott MacKillop tries to block Kyles Athletic’s Grant Irvine during the Marine 
Harvest Premiership match at Moss� eld Stadium on Saturday. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

MacTavish Cup
Kinlochshiel 3
Kingussie 2
Kinlochshiel are through to the 
MacTavish Cup quarter finals 
after a Keith MacRae goal in 
injury time gave them a 3-2 win 
over Kingussie at Kirkton.

With the previous week’s 
league encounter against Kyles 
Athletic falling foul of the 
weather, ’Shiel forward John 
MacRae was forced to sit this 
one out through suspension 
whilst Donald Nixon and Alas-
dair Nixon were unavailable. 
Scott MacLean and WD Mac-
rae were both called up from the 
’Shiel second team. 

Kingussie welcomed Martin 
Dallas back into the squad. A 
late call-off also meant Chris 
Holley-song was plucked from 
the Kingussie second team 
squad which was heading to 
Portree. 

A large crowd gathered on a 
glorious day in anticipation of 
an exciting afternoon’s shinty. 
Most of them were hoping for 
a home win and they weren’t 
disappointed. 

Kingussie had to make an early 
change when Savio Genini had 
to come off with a hamstring 
problem that has been troubling 
him through the early part of the 
season.

Roddy Young gave Kingussie 
the lead in 24 minutes but Jor-
dan Fraser levelled five minutes 
before the break. 

With the first half in time 
added on, Scott MacLean made 
it 2-1 to give the home side the 
advantage at the break. 

Martin Dallas made it 2-2 
on 77 minutes and, as the 
contest moved into stoppage 
time, it looked as if would take 
extra-time to separate the sides. 

However, with Kingussie on 
the attack, a clearance out of 
the Kinlochshiel defence hit the 
wiring which crosses the field 
and the ball dropped for Gordie 
MacDonald in the half forward 
position. 

MacDonald played the ball 
high into the danger area where 
Oliver MacRae went to take it 
down but deflected it into the 
path of Keith MacRae between 
the penalty spot and the ‘D’. 
MacRae, just as he did against 
Oban Camanachd on the open-
ing day of the season, scored 
what was a last-gasp winner as 
he first-timed the moving ball 
with a half swing, sending it into 
the corner of the net to make it 
3-2.   

It was a sore one for Kingussie 
who will have concerns over 
Savio Genini’s hamstring and a 
shoulder injury to James Falcon-
er ahead of the league leader’s 
meeting with Lochaber at Spean 
Bridge this Saturday. 

Kinlochshiel are now off to 
Beauly in the MacTavish Cup 
quarter finals but first they take 
on Glasgow Mid Argyll at Yoker 
this week in the league. 

Glenurquhart 3
Lochaber 1
Three goals early in the second 
half gave Glenurquhart a 3-1 
triumph over Lochaber at Blair-
beg.

Both sides started with second 
choice keepers as Garry MacK-
intosh continued to deputise for 
the injured Stuart MacKintosh 
for the ‘Glen’ and Bryn Whittak-
er was in for Callum MacDonald 
in the Lochaber goal. 

Lochaber had more of the first 
half possession although the 
‘Glen’ had good chances to go 
in front. 

They broke the deadlock a 
minute after the restart when 
Neale Reid cut in from the left 
to send the ball low into the net.

The ‘Glen’ had goalie Garry 
MacKintosh to thank for a cou-
ple of smart saves before they 
extended their lead. 

Daniel MacKintosh and Neale 
Reid combined to set up Callum 
Smith who hammered the ball 
home to make it 2-0 with 51 
minutes played. 

Neale Reid completed a dev-
astating six-minute spell for the 
home side when he got his sec-
ond goal 60 seconds later. Reid 
found space to shoot goalwards 
and although keeper Whittaker 
got his stick to the ball, he 
couldn’t keep it out. 

Lochaber’s Shaun Nicolson 
reduced the deficit on 64 min-
utes but Glenurquhart had done 
enough to win a place in the next 
round.  

Caberfeidh 3
Skye Camanachd 2
Caberfeidh survived a Skye Ca-
manachd come-back to run out 
3-2 winners in their tie at Castle 
Leod.

The sides had met at the same 
venue in the league a fortnight 
earlier. That game finished 0-0 
and another close match was 
expected. 

The islanders were suffering 
from an injury crisis. Keeper 
Iain MacLeod was out with a 
broken knuckle so reserve goalie 
Ryan Morrison was promoted. 

Neil MacVicar was forced off 
with a broken thumb in the 
previous week’s win over Oban 
Celtic whilst Steven Morrison, 
Will Cowie and Ruaraidh Ma-
cLeod were also out through 
injury and Kenny Campbell was 
unavailable. 

Skye’s Danny Morrison hit the 
bar before Caberfeidh took the 
lead on 15 minutes. Kevin Bart-
lett beat his marker and broke 
down the left before cutting 
back and firing the ball home.

‘Cabers’ doubled their lead 
from the restart. Ben MacDon-
ald took a pass from the left and 
netted on his back-hand for his 
first goal at senior level. 

When Kevin Bartlett added a 
third on 23 minutes, Skye were 
in trouble. Bartlett collected a 
corner from the left at the back 
post and, from a tight angle, he 
forced a low shot over the line to 
make it 3-0.  

James Pringle gave Skye hope 
when he pulled a goal back on 34 
minutes. 

Pringle took down a Danny 
Morrison ball forward and his 
low shot beat keeper Ewan 
Pilcher at his left post. 

The fight-back was on just 
three minutes into the second 
half when Jordan Murchison 
made it 3-2. The Caberfeidh 
defence failed to clear a Stewart 
Grant shy from the left and 
Murchison sent a low back-hand 
drive into the net, beating the 
keeper on his left side.  

There was plenty excitement 
late in the game. Full centres 
Craig Morrison and Gibbs 
MacDonald tangled in midfield 
and when Morrison swung out 
at his opponent, Skye substitute 
Calum Gibb ran from the bench 
to get involved. 

Both Morrison and Gibb were 
red carded by referee Calum 
Girvan. 

Bizarrely, as Gibb had been 
a substitute at the time of the 
incident, Skye had a one man 
advantage for the closing five  
minutes of the game. 

If that wasn’t enough, Skye 
were awarded a penalty shortly 
after when Danny Morrison was 
taken down inside the ‘D’. How-
ever, Jordan Murchison sent the 
spot-hit over the bar.

Caberfeidh saw out the closing 
stages and their reward is an 
away meeting with either Fort 
William or Newtonmore in the 
next round. 

Strathglass 2
Lovat 9
Lovat were too strong for Strath-
glass, winning 9-2 at Cannich.

Lovat had Drew Howie back 
but he started at wing back with 
Danny Kelly at full back. Craig 
Mainland was at full centre, 
Callum Cruden at buckshee 
back and Martin Mainland, 
back after injury, was given a 
place on the bench. 

Lovat hit the front with less 
than a minute played. Scott 
MacKenzie played a long ball 
forward from his left wing centre 
position and, when the ball came 
off a defender’s stick, Graeme 
MacMillan was on hand to send 
a first time shot into the net to 
make it 1-0 with only 35 seconds 
played. 

It was 2-0 after seven minutes 
as good play between Greg 
Matheson and Lorne MacKay 
set up Graeme MacMillan who  
finished well. 

MacMillan claimed a quick-
fire hat-trick a minute later 
with a goal similar to his first as 
the home defence struggled to 
contain the Scotland U21 player. 

Greg Matheson added his 
name to the scoresheet on 
29 minutes. Matheson came 
deep to collect possession and, 
from 35 yards out, turned and 
unleashed a rocket-shot into the 
net for a great goal. 

The goals kept coming and 
when Scot MacKenzie won 
the ball in the midfield on 38 
minutes, he picked out Greg 
Matheson on the Lovat right. 
Matheson controlled the ball 
and strode forward towards the 
penalty spot before shooting to 
make it 5-0.

Scott MacKenzie was again 
involved on 41 minutes when 
he found Graeme MacMillan 
around 14 yards out on the left 
and added a sixth with a fine 
finish. 

There was some consolation 
for the home team when Ross 
Balharry fired home a loose 
ball to make it 6-1 a couple of 
minutes later.

Strathglass suffered a blow 
during the first half when they 
lost influential defender George 
Phimister with a cut above the 
eye which required a hospital 
visit. Lorne MacKay got on the 
end of a cross on 65 minutes 
and, from a central position, 
beat keeper Ally MacAdams by 
his right post. 

Greg Matheson completed his 
hat-trick on 68 minutes and, 
four minutes later, great vision 
from Lorne MacKay saw his ball 
elude the Strathglass defence 
and find Greg Matheson one-
on-one with the keeper and he 
scored his fourth goal of the 
game with MacKay earning a as-
sist. A Michael Stokes 35-yarder 
nearly burst the Lovat net on 74 
minutes to make the final score 
9-2.  

Lovat now travel to face Gle-
nurquhart in the last eight of the 
competition. 

Fort William P 
Newtonmore P
Holders Newtonmore will have 
to wait to start the defence of 
their trophy as their tie against 
Fort William at An Aird was 
postponed following the passing 
of Chico MacDonald, father 
of Newtonmore player Steven 
MacDonald.

The tie has been re-scheduled 
for this coming Saturday. 

Gregor Cameron 
Consultancy 
Glasgow Celtic 
Society Cup
Bute 1
Oban Celtic 1
(Bute won 1-0 on penalties)
It took a penalty shoot-out 
before Bute eventually got past 
Oban Celtic in their 3pm throw 
up at The Meadows.

Ally McKerracher fired Oban 
Celtic into the lead on nine 
minutes and they stayed in front 
until 65 minutes when former 

Lovat player Duncan Davidson 
drew Bute level. 

And that’s the way it stayed 
until the end of the 90 minutes 
and when no further goals were 
scored during the extra-time 
period, referee Alan Harrison 
took the tie to a penalty shoot-
out. Bute progressed with 
Robert Walker scoring the only 
successful spot-hit.   

Bute now have home advan-
tage against Inveraray in the 
quarter finals.

Glenorchy 2
Ballachulish 1
Glenorchy are through to the 
next round after they beat Balla-
chulish 2-1 at Mart Park.

Glenorchy’s Graham Morrice 
was suspended. 

Balla’ went in front on 30 min-
utes through Lewis Bryson but 
Conor Sartain found the target 
eight minutes later to ensure the 
sides went into the break on level 
terms. 

The winning goal came 13 
minutes from time and it was 
a second strike from Conor 
Sartain which gives Glenorchy 
an away tie against Glasgow Mid 
Argyll in the quarter finals.

Kilmory 4
Taynuilt 1
Kilmory will travel to Tighnab-
ruaich to play Kyles Athletic in 
the Gregor Cameron Consul-
tancy Glasgow Celtic Society 
Cup quarter finals thanks to a 
4-1 victory over Taynuilt 0-0 at 
MacRae Park.

Alex Cunningham was again 
key for Kilmory, chipping in 
with a hat-trick. 

Alastair MacArthur got the 
other with Daniel MacDonald 
replying for Taynuilt. 

Tayforth 2
Col Glen 1
A late Jamie MacDonald goal 
gave Tayforth a 2-1 win over Col 
Glen at Levenhall Links.

David Arnott gave Tayforth 
the lead after 15 minutes but 
Kyle Kerr equalised 10 minutes 

before the break. 
The tie remained all-square 

until seven minutes from time 
when Jamie MacDonald scored 
the winner. 

Tayforth will now host Oban 
Camanachd at the quarter final 
stage. 

Marine Harvest 
Premiership
Oban Camanachd 3
Kyles Athletic 4
Oban Camanachd missed out 
on the chance to top the Marine 
Harvest Premiership when they 
eventually lost to Kyles Athletic 
by the odd goal in seven at 
Mossfield.

Scott McKillop returned to the 
Oban Camanachd defence after 
injury but fellow defender Gary 
McKerracher was working and 
Scott MacMillan, who played in 
defence the previous week, was 
also unavailable. These absenc-
es, coupled with Garry Lord’s 
injury and James MacMillan’s 
move abroad, meant manager 
Iain Hay had to put together 
a make-shift defence which 
included Andrew MacCuish and 
Daniel Cameron.  

Kyles were along usual lines 
with long-term absentee David 
Zavaroni still out.

Oban Camanachd made a 
great start, taking the lead in 
the opening minute. The ball 
broke to Connor Howe around 
40 yards out and, on his left side, 
he floated the ball in on goal 
and the ball bounced in front of 
keeper John Whyte and into the 
net. 

It only took Kyles five minutes 
to draw level. Grant Irvine ran 
onto a ball which Oban’s Andrew 
MacCuish could have cleared 
and the Scotland forward took 
advantage to make it 1-1. 

Cammy Keith put Kyles ahead 
on 34 minutes. The defender 
won possession in his own half, 
broke up the left side and kept 
running before playing the ball 
towards goal. Gavin Stobbart 

tried to palm the ball away but 
deflected it into his own net.

Matt Rippon ensured the sides 
would go into the break level 
with a goal on 39 minutes. The 
goal came following good work 
from Daniel MacVicar down the 
right flank. MacVicar got the 
ball across to Rippon who hit 
a good strike on his right side 
around 15 yards from goal, the 
ball hitting the post on its way 
into the net. 

Oban Camanachd regained 
the lead on 61 minutes after the 
ball was drifted into the ‘D’ by 
Lorne Dickie. 

Kyles’ full back Callum Miller 
took it down with his stick but 
the ball bounced out to Connor 
Howe around the penalty spot 
and he hit it first time on his 
right side into the middle of the 
net to make it 3-2.

Roddy MacDonald pulled 
Kyles level with 20 minutes 
remaining with the home side 
appealing for offside but referee 
Robert Baxter waved away their 
claims. 

The winning goal came on 83 
minutes. 

There were hesitancy in 
the Oban defence and Willie 
Neilson was clicked by Gordon 
Whyte as he tried to clear and 
Whyte touched the ball into the 
net from just four yards out.

Kyles’ boss James Perlich will 
be delighted to record their 
second win in only two league 
games played so far this season. 
Oban Camanachd boss Iain Hay 
described the goals his side lost 
as ‘preventable’. 

He will have Gary McKerrach-
er and Scott MacMillan back for 
the meeting with Kilmallie this 
Saturday. 

Kilmallie 1
Glasgow Mid Argyll 2
The league’s two newly-pro-
moted sides met at Canal Parks 
where Glasgow Mid Argyll came 
from behind to beat Kilmallie 
2-1.

Michael Rodger missed out 
for Kilmallie as he served the 
second game of a two-match ban 
whilst Craig MacIsaac started a 
three-game suspension.

Glasgow Mid Argyll, who had 
just played one game in four 
weeks, lost Brian Slattery to in-
jury early in the match so Jamie 
McFadyen went to full centre 
where he had a superb game. 

Kilmallie took the lead on 18 
minutes with Duncan Rodger 
getting the goal. 

Kilmallie held the lead until 
nine minutes after the restart 
when the ball came into the ‘D’ 
from a corner on the GMA right. 
The home side had a chance to 
clear the danger but didn’t and 
Garry Luke darted in to tap the 
ball home from five yards. 

The winning goal came with 
15 minutes remaining. Duncan 
‘Ach’ MacRae took a shy on 
from the right and Craig Ander-
son chested the ball down before 
sending a low, back-hand shot 
into the bottom right corner of 
the net to make it 2-1 and take 
the points south. 

Marine Harvest 
National Division
Inveraray 1
Inverness 1
Inveraray and Inverness shared 
the points in a 1-1 draw at the 
Winterton.

Oban Camanachd’s Daniel Cameron stops a shot from Kyles’ marksman Roddy MacDonald during 
last weekend’s game at Moss� eld. Photo: Kevin McGlynn



Thursday 30 March, 2017          www.obantimes.co.uk 31SPORT

Sutherland Cup
Balliemore Cup
Strathdearn Cup
Bullough Cup

Camanachd Cup
Macaulay Cup
MacTavish Cup
Celtic Society Cup
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Fixtures

Results
Saturday 25 March
MacTavish Cup fi rst round
Caberfeidh 3 v 2 Skye 
Fort William P v P N’tonmore
Glenurquhart 3 v 1 Lochaber
Kinlochshiel 3 v 2 Kingussie
Strathglass 2 v 9 Lovat 

Gregor Cameron Celtic 
Society Cup fi rst round
Bute 1 v 1 Oban Celtic
Bute won 1-0 on penalties 
Glenorchy 2 v 1 Ballachulish
Kilmory 4 v 1 Taynuilt 
Tayforth 2 v 1 Col Glen 

Marine Harvest Premiership
Kilmallie 1 v 2 Glasgow MA
Oban Cam 3 v 4 Kyles Athletic

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Inveraray 1 v 1 Inverness 

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Aberdeen Uni 8 v 1 Glen’quhart 
Beauly 1 v 0 Kinlochshiel 
N’tonmore P v P Fort William
Skye 1 v 2 Kingussie 
   
Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine 5 v 2 Strathglass  
Inverness 0 v 3 Caberfeidh  
Lochaber 5 v 1 Kilmallie  
Lochcarron 4 v 1 Lovat  
Strathspey 5 v 0 Lewis  

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour 1 v 2 Strachur  
Bute P v P Dunoon
Glasgow MA 0  v 5 Inveraray

Caberfeidh’s Blair Morrison and Skye’s Jordan Murchison in action 
during the MacTavish Cup � rst round tie at Strathpe� er.

Photograph: Donald Cameron.

The sides had been scheduled 
to meet at the Bught in the 
league a week earlier but that 
game was rained off. Inveraray’s 
Ally Munro started his first 
game of the season and Grant 
Griffin, back after injury, start-
ed on the bench.

Inveraray, with John Kennedy 
excellent at full centre, made a 
powerful start to the game and 
went in front courtesy of a Fraser 
Watt goal on five minutes. 

The home side had a number 
of first half chances to add to 
their tally and gave the Inver-
ness back line a torrid time. 

Inverness survived, however, 
and re-grouped at the break, 
making their mark on the match 
in the second half. 

Inverness looked well organ-
ised in the second half and pun-
ished Inveraray’s slackness in 
front of goal when they levelled 
on the hour. 

Former Fort William player 
Padraig McNeil got the goal that 
earned his new team their first 
point of the season at what has 
always been regarded as a diffi-
cult venue for opposition teams.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 1
Aberdeen University 8 
Glenurquhart 0
Aberdeen University go top 
of Marine Harvest North 
Division 1 after they beat the 
Glenurquhart reserves 8-0 at 
Balgownie.

Jamie Beaton’s Aberdeen side 
were without Alex Duncan, 
Scott Murray and Robbie Mac-
Donald. 

Glenurquhart travelled with a 
young squad. 

Aberdeen University kept their 
play simple, complementing a lot 
of one-touch shinty with some 
great movement on a difficult 
surface and they led 4-0 at the 
break. 

They added four more goals in 
the second half. Ewan Fraser-
scored a hat-trick and Gregor 
Cushnie netted five times. 

The students broke the 100 
goal barrier in Marine Harvest 
North Division 2 last season and 
they have now scored 12 goals in 
two games already this term. 

Skye Camanachd 1
Kingussie 2
A Kevin Thain double gave the 
Kingussie colts a 2-1 win over 
the Skye Camanachd colts at 
Pairc nan Laoch, Portree.

Skye gave youngster Murphy 
Henderson a debut in goal as 
regular keeper Ryan Morrison 
was called up by the first team. 

Kingussie had a late call-
off to contend with as Chris 
Holley-song travelled with the 
senior side, so Ronald Ross 
made his first appearance since 
last August, taking the buckshee 
back position. 

Kevin Thain gave Kingussie 
the lead on 22 minutes. Kin-
gussie captain Sorley Fraser 
found Thain just left of the ‘D’ 
with a quick free hit and Thain 
took one touch before crashing 
the ball past a helpless Murphy 
Henderson to put his side 1-0 
ahead. 

Murphy Henderson made a 
good double stop late in the half 
to deny Liam Borthwick and 
Bradley Harvey. 

Skye drew level on 64 minutes 
with Martin Pringle bursting 
through the heart of the Kingus-
sie defence to score. 

Skye’s John Angus MacInnes 
saw a shot clip the top of the bar 
and go over.

It stayed level until three 
minutes from time when Dylan 
Borthwick played in a shy from 
the Kingussie left. Kevin Thain 
controlled the ball before turn-
ing and firing a firm strike home 
to make it 2-1 and give Kingussie 
their first win of the season.  

Beauly 1
Kinlochshiel 0
The Beauly seconds edged out 
the Kinlochshiel seconds 1-0 at 
Braeview Park.

This was the first match in 
charge of the Beauly colts for 
keeper Kyle MacDonald who 
has taken over from Neil Brin-
dle.

The only goal of the game 
came on 30 minutes when Beau-

ly’s Ross Forbes found the back 
of the net.

It was a first league fixture for 
both teams with Beauly coming 
away with the win.  

Newtonmore P
Fort William P
The match between the New-
tonmore second team and the 
Fort William second team at 
the Eilan was postponed at 
Newtonmore’s request following 
a bereavement.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 1
There were no scheduled fix-
tures in this division.

Marine Harvest 
North Division 2
Lochcarron 4
Lovat 1
Lochcarron continued on their 
winning ways with a 4-1 victory 
over the Lovat reserves at Bat-
tery Park.

Lance MacCuish put Lochcar-
ron in front on 27 minutes but 
Raymond Rennie levelled on 41 
minutes. 

It only took Lochcarron 60 
seconds to respond when Cris-
dean Finlayson put them back in 
front and it remained 2-1 at the 
break. 

Lance MacCuish got his 
second on 65 minutes and Peter 
MacKenzie made it 4-1 on 73 
minutes. 

Lochcarron only trail leaders 
Glengarry on goal difference. 
Lochaber 5
Kilmallie 1
Lochaber took the honours with 
a 5-1 win in the reserve team 
derby against Kilmallie at Spean 
Bridge.

Stuart Matheson and Andrew 
‘Fleck’ MacDonald both bagged 
doubles for Lochaber with Lach-
lan Campbell getting the other. 

Former Fort William player 
Dean Williamson countered for 
Kilmallie.

This makes it two league wins 
out of two for Lochaber. 

Strathspey Camanachd 5
Lewis Camanachd 0
Strathspey Camanachd join 
Glengarry and Lochcarron on 
six points after their 5-0 triumph 
over Lewis Camanachd at Gran-
town Grammar School.

Former Kingussie player 
Russell Menzies debuted for 
Strathspey and got off to a great 
start with goals on two and four  
minutes. 

A third from Matthew Davies 
on nine minutes had Strathspey 
in the driving seat.

Davis went on to complete a 
first half hat-trick with goals on 
14 and 30 minutes to make it 5-0. 

Lewis Camanachd settled 
more into the match after that 
and the remainder of the game 
was a more even affair.

Boleskine 5
Strathglass 2
Boleskine bounced back from 
last week’s defeat to the Caber-
feidh seconds by beating the 

Strathglass second team 5-2 at 
Smith Park. Sam Evans put the 
home side ahead on 11 minutes 
and Dane MacPherson made it 
2-0 on 25 minutes. 

Strathglass drew level before 
the break with Eoghan Stewart 
netting on 35 and 40 minutes to 
make it 2-2. 

Boleskine pulled away after 
the interval. Neil Hope put them 
back in front three minutes after 
the restart and got his second 
and Boleskine’s fourth on 68 
minutes. 

Keith Nicolson netted 15 min-
utes from time to round off the 
5-2 victory. 

Inverness 0 
Caberfeidh 3
The Caberfeidh seconds beat 
the Inverness seconds 3-0 at 
Bught Park.

Calum MacKinnon got the 
opener on 15 minutes and it 
stayed 1-0 until 12 minutes into 
the second half when Ruairidh 
McCreadie scored.  

Jamie Matheson continued his 
fine scoring run with a third on 
64 minutes. 

Glengarry, who topped the ta-
ble a week earlier, were the side 
without a scheduled fixture in 
this 11-team division but stay in 
pole position on goal difference.

Marine Harvest 
South Division 2
Aberdour 1
Strachur 2
Strachur made it two wins out 
of two when they beat the Aber-
dour seconds 2-1 at Silversands.

Angus Campbell gave Strachur 
the lead after 38 minutes with 
the only goal of a first half which 
the visitors dominated. 

Angus Campbell added his 
and Strachur’s second on 55 
minutes.

Aberdour came back strongly 
and created several second half 
chances. Brian Toal scored from 
one of them on the hour to make 
it 2-1.

Strachur stayed in front to take 
the points. 

The win lifts Strachur to the 
top of the table. 

 
Glasgow Mid Argyll 0
Inveraray 5
The Inveraray colts go second 
after they defeated the Glasgow 
Mid Argyll colts 5-0 at Peterson 
Park, Yoker.

This was a great team per-
formance from an Inveraray 
team packed with youths and a 
sprinkling of old-timers. 

The more experienced David 
Robertson and young Campbell 
Watt, barely in his teens, linked 
up well in the Inveraray attacked 
and both bagged doubles. 

David MacPherson got the 
crucial third goal. 

Inveraray also managed to 
introduce their U14 keeper Gre-
gor Mather midway through the 
second half in place of veteran 
Graham MacPherson. 

GMA worked hard throughout 
the game and Nick Lavin played 
well in the middle of the park. 

The match was well-handled 

by referee Des McNulty who 
saw his daughter, Lucy McNulty, 
who has signed for GMA ladies 
this season, come on as a first 
half substitute. 

Bute P
Dunoon Camanachd P
The meeting between the Bute 
second team and Dunoon 
Camanachd was postponed on 
Friday afternoon as, with the 
Bute seniors also scheduled to 
play at home, The Meadows was 
unable to take two games. 

Oban Lorn were without a 
scheduled fixture in this seven 
team league.

WCA Round Up
The Women’s Camanachd 
Association focus was on the 
Marine Harvest National Di-
vision 1 title race and the West 
and East Development Leagues 
on Sunday March 26.

Marine Harvest 
National Division 1
Fort William 3
Skye Camanachd 10
Skye stay top of Marine Harvest 
National Division 1 after they 
beat newly-promoted Fort Wil-
liam 10-3 at An Aird.

Lorna MacRae was again key 
for Skye with six goals. Jenna 
Beaton grabbed a hat-trick, 
whilst Fiona Lamond got the 
other.

Elaine Wink and a Zoe Smith 
double counted for Fort Wil-
liam. 

The win means Skye top the 
table on goal difference.  

Lovat 1
Lochaber 8
Lochaber returned from Bal-
gate with both points after they 
beat the division’s other recently 
promoted side, Lovat, 8-1 in 
their 1pm throw up at Balgate.

Kirsty Delaney was Lochaber’s 
top scorer with five goals whilst 
Natalie MacDonald bagged a 
brace with Claire Delaney also 
on target.

Fiona Urquhart picked up a 
consolation strike for Lovat.

Lochaber only trail league 
leaders Skye on goal difference.  

Badenoch and Strathspey 4
Aberdour 0
Badenoch and Strathspey also 
remain very much in the title 
hunt after they beat Aberdour 
4-0 in their noon throw up in a 
warm day at the Dell.

Aberdour were forced to make 
late changes to their squad be-
cause of illness. They travelled 

Updated cup draws
MacTavish Cup
The draws for the MacTavish Cup quarter finals and semi-finals 
are now clearer following last weekend’s ties. 

Saturday April 15 - quarter fi nals 
Fort William / Newtonmore v Caberfeidh
Kilmallie v Inverness
Glenurquhart v Lovat
Beauly v Kinlochshiel
Saturday May 13 - semi fi nals 
Fort William/Newtonmore/Caberfeidh v Glenurquhart/ 
Lovat
Kilmallie/Inverness v Beauly/Kinlochshiel

The final takes place at Bught Park, Inverness, on Saturday
June 10.

Gregor Cameron Consultancy
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup
The draws for the Gregor Cameron Consultancy Glasgow 
Celtic Society Cups latter stages are known following the first 
round ties. 

Saturday April 15 - quarter fi nals
Tayforth v Oban Camanachd
Glasgow Mid Argyll v Glenorchy 
Bute v Inveraray
Kyles Athletic v Kilmory
Saturday May 13 - semi fi nals
Kyles Athletic / Kilmory v Glasgow Mid Argyll / Glenorchy
Bute / Inveraray v Tayforth / Oban Camanachd

The final takes place at Taynuilt Sports Field on Saturday June 
24.

with their development squad 
which played at the same venue 
later in the afternoon. 

A Kirsty Deans brace and 
goals from Zoe Reid and Eilidh 
Ross secured the win. 

Glasgow Mid Argyll were 
without a scheduled fixture in 
this seven team division.

Marine Harvest 
Development 
Leagues
The Marine Harvest Develop-
ment League – West tournament 
took place at An Aird. 

Ardnamurchan fielded two 
teams, whilst sides from Fort 
William, Glenurquhart, and 
Skye also took part with Skye se-
curing two wins and two draws. 

Badenoch & Strathspey hosted 
the Development League – East 
games at The Market Stance. 
Aberdour and Tayforth also 
took part in a round-robin set of 
fixtures. 

Tayforth came out on top, win-
ning all of their four matches. 

WCA Coaching 
Masterclass
The Women’s Camanachd 
Association and the Camanachd 

Association have come together 
to introduce a Masterclass 
Coaching Initiative where play-
ers from all clubs gather each 
month on a regional basis to be 
put through their paces by qual-
ified international, district and 
club coaches as well the game’s 
development officers.

The sessions will take place on 
weekday evenings and are open 
to any female shinty players 
aged over 12 years and any U14 
male players. 

Players can attend any session 
where they will take part in 
drills, practices and games to 
work on aspects of their game 
identified by the coaches as 
areas for improvement.

Venues will be rotated and club 
coaches are invited to attend to 
help deliver sessions.

The sessions started this 
month and the schedule for the 
coming months will be issued 
shortly. 

In another new development, 
attendance at masterclass 
sessions will count towards 
selection for the annual WCA 
Shinty/Camogie Challenge 
match against Irish opposition, 
replacing the previous trial 
format.

Please contact Graham 
Cormack (graham.cormack@
shinty.com) or Stuart Reid 
(shintystu@hotmail.com) for 
more information.

Connor Golabek, Glenurquhart, and Zander Ferguson, Lochaber, during their MacTavish Cup tie at 
Drumnadrochit last Saturday.  Photograph: Neil Paterson.

Artemis Macaulay Cup
1st round
Bute v KylesAthletic 
David Mitchell

MacTavish Cup 1st round
Fort William v Newtonmore 
Lachie Wood - 3pm

Strathdearn Cup 1st round
Fort William v Caithness   
Steven MacLachlan - Noon

Marine Harvest Premiership
Glasgow MA v Kinlochshiel  
Willie MacDonald 
Glenurquhart v Lovat  
Calum Girvan
Kilmallie v Oban Camanachd 
John Angus Gillies
Lochaber v Kingussie  
Archie Ritchie 

Marine Harvest
National Division 
Caberfeidh  v Oban Celtic    
Andy MacLean
Skye v Beauly    
Evan MacRae
Strathglass v Inverness   
Deek Cameron

Marine Harvest
North Division 1
Beauly v Skye   
Iain Kennedy
Kingussie v Glenurquhart  
Innes Wood 
Newtonmore v Kinlochshiel  
John Matheson

Marine Harvest
South Division 1
Kilmory v Aberdour    
Alex MacVicar - 2pm
Lochside Rovers v  Ballachulish 
Scott McNeil 
Tayforth  v Kyles Athletic 
Ross Brown
Taynuilt v Glenorchy  
Robert Baxter

Marine Harvest
North Division 2
Boleskine v Kilmallie  
Brian MacKay
Caberfeidh v Lochcarron   
Graham Cameron
Glengarry v Lochaber    
Ronnie Campbell 
Inverness v Lewis    
Martin MacLean - 1pm 
Lovat v Strathglass   
John Wood

Marine Harvest
South Division 2 
Aberdour v Bute   
Neil MacDonald
Inveraray v Dunoon   
Des McNulty
Oban Lorn v Glasgow MA 
Euan Pearson

All throw ups 2.30pm unless 
stated.
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Sport

We were the 
better team 
and deserve 
to be in the 
semi � nal ”

Alex Craik
Oban Saints manager

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Entries open 
for Craggy 
Island 
Triathlon 

Barca-Milton 97      0          
Oban Saints     2             
Scotish Cup – quarter-fi nal

Football

Golf

Oban Saints youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football

LAST weekend’s results: 
Renton v Under 13s, postponed; 
Drumchapel United 2, Under 
14s 3. Saints goalscorers were 
Connor Moore (2) and James 
Beaton. Under 15s 3, Campbel-
town Pupils 1. Netting for Saints 
were  Euan Finlay, Jude Bain and 
Lennon Campbell. Under 16s v 
Port Glasgow Juniors postponed
 This weekend’s fixtures: Under 
13s v Helensburgh; St Cadocs YC 
v Under 14s; Under 15s no game; 
Under 16s v Port Glasgow BC. 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 30, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 01.02 0.3 07.04 4.1 13.24 0.3 19.10 3.9
Fri 01.44 0.3 07.42 4.0 14.05 0.4 19.50 3.8
Sat 02.29 0.5 08.24 3.7 14.50 0.7 20.33 3.6
Sun 03.21 0.8 09.11 3.4 15.42 0.9 21.23 3.3
Mon 04.21 1.1 10.12 3.0 16.43 1.2 22.26 3.0
Tues 05.33 1.4 11.59 2.8 17.54 1.4  **.**  *.*
Wed 00.09 2.9 07.02 1.5 13.57 2.8 19.13 1.4             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

14
11

9

Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 9°C to 12ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 11ºC.

Scottish AFL results 
and � xtures
Football

LAST Saturday’s results: Scottish 
Amateur Cup, quarter-final 
– Barca-Milton 97 0, Oban 
Saints 2; Hall Cup, group stage 
– Arkleston 4, Lochgilphead Red 
Star 4. Campeltown Pupils and 
Tarbert, no games.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: Pre-
mier Division – Campbeltown 
Pupils v Inverclyde; Premier 
Division One – Rutherglen 
v Dunoon; Premier Division 
2A – Lochgilphead Red Star v 
Port Glasgow OBU. Tarbert, no 
game.  

Second Scottish
semi for Saints

RESULT: Marshall Trophy 
played Sunday March 26: 1 
D Livingstone, J Rozga, A 
MacLean, I MacCuaig – net 45;  
2 A  Livingstone, B O’Neill, A 
Macfarlane, J Doherty – net 47.

Islay Golf Club

Donald Campbell, No 9, wheels away after opening the scoring against Barca-Milton 97 in the Scottish Amateur Cup quarter-� nal last Saturday. Match report and photos: Derek Black

Craig MacEwan � res in Saints’ second goal to make the tie safe.

Saints keeper Thomas McCulloch comes out con� dently to collect this corner kick.

OBAN Saints manager Alex 
Craik celebrated his 42nd 
birthday last Saturday by guid-
ing his side into their second 
consecutive Scottish Amateur 
Cup semi-final, overcoming 
Barca-Milton 97 at the Jewel 
in Edinburgh. The competition 
started with 573 teams and for 
Saints to get into the last four 
for the second season in a row is 
a tremendous feat for the Oban 
club.
 Definitely not the ‘Jewel In The 
Crown’ of Edinburgh’s playing 
surfaces, the venue was a tight, 
bumpy pitch with long grass and 
well worthy of the old ‘the pitch 
was a leveller’ tag.

Team captains Marc Mac-
callum and Steven Adams 
exchanged commemorative gifts 
prior to the tossing of referee 
James Gallacher’s coin which 
Marc Maccallum won, electing 
to shoot into the sun in the first 
half.

A ball over the top from the 
hosts in the third minute had 
Dene Cassells turning with 
central defensive partner Marc 
Maccallum having to be on his 
toes to knock the ball out for a 
throw-in. 

Barca-Milton right-back Rus-
sell Johnston launched the first 
of what was to be a series of long 
throws from the right into the 
Saints box from level with the 18-
yard line. Saints forced the ball 
partially clear, however Myles 
McAuley fouled Scott Smith on 

Mackay sent his midfield col-
league scampering towards the 
Barca-Milton box. Brian laid the 
ball off to Craig MacEwan, who 
burst into the box with Kevin 
Dunn in close attention. Craig 
turned his man despite Dunn 
having a handful of Craig’s shirt.

 Mr Gallacher didn’t seem to 
spot this or the trip on Donald 
Campbell which immediately 
followed, leaving the large Saints 
contingent on the touchline 
deeply frustrated.

On the half-hour mark, Brian 
Mackay was sandwiched in the 
centre circle from where Willie 
Gemmell played his free kick up 
to the head of Paul Carmichael. 
Paul’s presence forced a corner 
kick on the Saints left but, once 
again, Willie Gemmell’s low 
delivery was cleared at the front 
post.

Craig MacEwan hooked a pre-
sentable chance wide in the 35th 
minute from a Willie Gemmell 
throw-in from the right. Howev-
er, Craig’s blushes were spared 
when assistant referee Stephen 
Fox flagged for a foul throw 
against Willie.

Another Paul Carmichael 
cutback from the right went 
begging in the 40th minute. 
Myles McAuley spotted Paul in 
space on the right and sent him 
once again racing towards the 
bye-line. Paul’s ball along the 
six-yard line took out Steven 
Adams and Kevin Dunn at 
the near post but not Russell 
Johnston, who nipped in front 
of Donald Campbell to make a 
vital interception.

Neil McArthur produced the 
save of the afternoon two min-

GET READY to swim, run and 
cycle as entries for the Craggy 
Island triathlon will open on 
Friday April 14.

Places for the event, which 
takes place on October 7 and 8, 
were snapped up in less than 24 
hours last year so entrants must 
be quick.

Unique to the UK, the race 
kicks off with a swim from Oban 
to the rugged Isle of Kerrera, 
followed by a completely off-
road 14km cycle and a 8km run.

Hosted by Durty Events, the 
triathlon raises money for the 
Oban Mountain Rescue Team 
who provide marshals and first 
aid during the event.

The triathlon is open to all, 
with courses for adults and chil-
dren, and welcomes beginners 
and established runners who are 
up for a challenge.

For more information, visit 
www.durtyevents.com.

Triathlon

the opposite flank allowing the 
former Hibernian man an early 
chance to demonstrate his prow-
ess with the dead ball which was 
to prove Barca-Milton’s other 
main weapon. 

Saints dead-ball expert, Willie 
Gemmell, had his first chance 
to test the Barca-Milton keeper 
in the sixth minute after Dene 
Cassells had been brought down 
30 yards from goal. 

Willie opted for power but 
blazed his effort high over Neil 
McArthur’s crossbar.

In the 13th minute, there 
appeared to be little danger 
from a free kick conceded by 
David McArthur on the half-
way line and two yards in from 
the touchline. However, even 
from this distance the cultured 
left foot of Scott Smith posed a 
significant threat. Smith went 
for goal, sending his long-range 
effort over Thomas McCulloch’s 
head and onto the top of the 
crossbar, much to the Saints 
keeper’s relief.

The poor surface forced Saints 
to abandon their normal passing 
game in favour of a more direct 
approach. Willie Gemmell’s 
prodigious long throw became a 
valuable weapon, with Paul Car-
michael often the target. Paul’s 
knock-down from a 14th-minute 
Gemmell throw from the left 
was met on the half volley by 
Donald Campbell, who was 
unlucky to see his sweet strike 
from nine yards well saved by 
Neil McArthur.

When Saints did play the ball 
on the ground, it caused panic in 
the home defence. Willie Gem-
mell’s diagonal pass to Brian 

utes before the interval to deny 
Craig MacEwan. 

On the stroke of half-time 
Craig tried his luck from the op-
posite corner, this time curling 
his left foot effort wide of the 
junction of post and bar.

Saints kicked off the second 
half with the sun at their backs 
but it was the hosts who made 
the early running with Dene 
Cassells keeping a cool head to 
see off Lee Cairns on the edge 
of the box.

The Oban side broke the dead-
lock in the 55th minute when 
Donald Campbell pounced on 
a moment of hesitation in the 
home defence after a through 
ball from Brian Mackay caught 
them out. Barca-Milton ap-
pealed in vain for an offside 
flag but assistant referee Joseph 
Fox correctly kept his flag by his 
side. Donald once again saw his 
shot saved by Neil McArthur but 
the keeper’s luck ran out when 
Donald gathered the rebound 
and rolled it into the net despite 
the efforts of Steven Adams on 
the goal-line.

The hosts were now commit-
ting more men to the attack 
and Lee Cairns found his way 
in behind the Saints defence 
only to be thwarted by the quick 
reactions of Thomas McCulloch 
who came off his line to smother 
the ball at the Barca-Milton 
winger’s feet.

Willie Gemmell swung in a 
corner kick in the 76th minute 
from the right to which Paul 
Carmichael beat second half 
substitute Derek Forbes to head 
wide of the far post.

This was to be Paul’s last 
involvement as he made way for 
Dean Smith in the only change 
of the afternoon made by the 
Saints gaffer.

The introduction of Dean 
Smith saw Donald Campbell 
drop deeper, leaving Dean and 
Craig MacEwan as the new 
strike pairing and with the home 
side pushing for an equaliser 
there were more gaps at the back 

for the pair to exploit.
 In the 79th minute, Craig Mac-

Ewan found one of those gaps 
from a David McArthur ball 
over the top but once again Neil 
McArthur got his angles spot on 
to deny Craig the second goal 
required to calm the increasing 
nerves on the touchline.

MacEwan and Smith contin-
ued to make a nuisance of them-
selves in and around the Bar-
ca-Milton defence. MacEwan 
had another good opportunity 
to kill the tie, getting in behind 
Kevin Dunn and rounding keep-

er Neil McArthur but another 
bad bobble on the poor surface 
left him an impossible angle 
on the bye-line from where he 
could only find the side netting.

The large contingent of Saints 
fans on the touchline, to whom 
the club are extremely grateful 
for their support, had their 
hearts in their mouths in the 
85th minute when Scott Smith 
once again produced an excel-
lent dead-ball delivery into the 
Saints box and Derek Forbes 
rose unopposed at the back 
post to thankfully head wide of 
Thomas McCulloch’s right hand 
post.

As the clock ticked down to 
the 90th minute the big question 
was how much additional time 
Mr Gallacher would allow.

Derek Forbes joined Lee 
Cairns in the referee’s notebook 
for a shirt pull on Donald 
Campbell on the half-way line, 

allowing Willie Gemmell to 
knock the ball into the corner 
for Dean Smith to chase. Dean 
held the ball up, running down 
more precious seconds before 
winning a corner kick on the 
Saints left.

There was no way this one 
was going straight into the box 
and Craig MacEwan and Dean 
Smith tried to play some keep-
ball by the corner flag. 

By now in the 93rd minute, 
Smith and MacEwan had the 
ball by the corner flag once 
again and worked their way into 
the Barca-Milton box. A Steven 
Adams attempted clearance was 
charged down by Smith, breaking 
kindly for MacEwan who, from 
the corner of the six-yard box, 
drilled a right foot shot past Neil 
McArthur and into the bottom 
corner to finally kill the tie.

There was barely enough time 
left to restart the match and 
referee Gallacher blew almost 
immediately for full-time, send-
ing Saints through to a second 
consecutive Scottish Amateur 
Cup semi-final and making it a 
particularly happy birthday for 
the gaffer.

Saints now face cup holders 
and reigning Central Scottish 
Amateur Football League 
Premier Division champions 
Colville Park for a place in the 
Hampden Park showcase final 
on Saturday May 28.

 The semi-final against Colville 
Park will take place on Saturday 
April 15 at New Douglas Park, 
home of Hamilton Accies, kick-
off 2pm.

Manager Alex Craik was de-
lighted at the outcome. He said: 
‘The boys were magnificent. We 
had to fight for every ball on a 
terrible pitch, but we were the 
better team and fully deserve to 
be in the semi-final.’  

It is back to league duty for the 
Oban side this Saturday when 
they travel to Glasgow to take on 
Shawlands FP at Lochinch. 
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A SHERIFF has ordered a man who sub-
mitted false quotations in a bid to secure 
funding for a Fort William play area be of 
good behaviour for a year.

Norman Clark, 54, admitted knowingly 
submitting false statements between 
November 3, 2011 and December 4, 2012, 
along with an application for funding for 
the children’s play area in the town’s Ne-
vis Centre to be revamped in a £200,000 
overhaul. 

At Fort William Sheriff Court on Tues-
day (March 28), solicitor Hamish Melrose 
explained the Nevis Centre is owned by 
the Highland Council and has been run 
by Linnhe Leisure, a registered charity, 
since 1997. 

Mr Clark, of Corpach, was invited to 
become a director of Linnhe Leisure in 
2003 because of his expertise in building. 
In this capacity, Clark applied to the 

Highland LEADER programme for the 
funding. 

Mr Melrose said, in line with require-
ments for the grant, Clark had sought 
three quotations from companies to carry 
out the work but had found difficulty in 
receiving these. In fact, only one quote 
was forthcoming. In a bid to ‘get the job 
done’, Clark submitted the false quota-
tions and ‘Oak Cottage Development’ was 
awarded the contract.

The court heard a whistleblowing letter 
was sent to HC in May 2013 and the wrong 
doing was uncovered.

While Mr Clark had knowingly falsified 
the quotations and despite the fact he was 
the account holder of where the grant 
was transferred, he did not receive any 
personal benefit. 

Instead Mr Melrose said Clark’s motives 
were honourable even if he knew the rules 

were being broken, adding: ‘Mr Clark 
left the board of Linnhe Leisure in 2013 
after 10 years of service which he tells me 
accounts for around 2,000 hours work.’ 

Mr Melrose added these hours were 
voluntary, Mr Clark had not been paid 
for his role but that he had continued to 
supervise the project which was carried 
out by local businessmen. ‘It was not 
for personal gain but he supervised it to 
completion,’ summed up Mr Melrose.

Sheriff said: ‘This is a highly unusual 
case. It appears false pretence was not for 
personal gain but to benefit the citizens of 
Fort William. I keep this in mind, along 
with your good character and the fact you 
have no previous convictions. I will defer 
sentence for one year to show further 
good behaviour.’ 

Sentence was deferred until March 27, 
2018.

SOUTH Lochaber residents 
say they feel cut off fas a result 
of poor bus services.

People living in Glencoe 
and Kentallen say they have 
no choice but to go to Fort 
William for work, shopping or 
a day out because there are not 
enough buses to Oban.

A concerned resident in 
Glencoe, who has been a bus 
user for years, said: ‘People 
feel they have no choice but to 
go to Fort William for the day 
or for jobs, even though they 
want to go to Oban.

‘This is a tourism place and 
people want a day out. They 
would love to be able to go to 
Oban but they don’t have the 
means to do so, so their only 
option is to go to Fort William.

‘Aren’t we meant to be an 
open society? How about some 
choices? There are a lot of 
people who don’t have vehicles 
to travel in.

‘I worked in Oban and my 
husband had to take me every 
day – that’s four journeys in 
and out every day – which was 
twice the expense or more than 
if I had been able to get a bus.’

Kentallen resident Sally Mor-
ris highlighted concerns about 
West Coast Motors changing 
its 918 service from Fort 
William to Oban from April 
24. Currently a bus leaves Fort 
William at 7pm, but because 
of ‘insufficient demand’ the 
service is being withdrawn, to 
be replaced with a 5.10pm bus.

Sharon Morrison, commer-
cial manager at West Coast 

KAYLEIGH BOYD, primary one, leads fellow 
Lundavra Primary School pupils Finn Forsyth, 
P7, and Jack Watson, P6, as they scoot and cycle 
to school for the Big Pedal 2017.

The school has completed the first half of 
the two-week challenge to encourage children 
travel to school in a healthier and more environ-
mentally friendly way.

Primary seven teacher and Big Pedal co-or-
dinator Alison Stephen said: ‘The children are 

loving it. There’s a been real sense of camarade-
rie around the school since they’ve been doing it 
and there’s been a huge increase in the numbers 
of children cycling to school each day.

‘Even on Tuesday [March 21] when there 
was rain and hail the number increased from 
Monday.’

By the end of the first week, a third of the 
school had started cycling or scooting to school.

Read more on page 6.

A NEW sheriff has been ap-
pointed in Fort William after 
an absence of almost a year.

Eilidh MacDonald has been 
appointed to the Sheriffdom 
of Grampian, Highland and 
Islands by Her Majesty the 
Queen following a recom-
mendation from the First 
Minister. Ms MacDonald 
will be based at Fort William 
Sheriff Court.

First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon made her recom-
mendation for appointment 
on the basis of a report by the 
Judicial Appointments Board 
for Scotland.

Ms MacDonald is a graduate 
of the University of Dundee. 
After training with Macleod 
& MacCallum Solicitors, Ms 
MacDonald became a senior 
legal assistant with Forrest & 
Co in 1998 and then a partner 
with Simpson MacDonald So-
licitors in 1999. She has been 
the head of office and solicitor 
for the Public Defence Solici-
tor’s Office in Inverness since 
2004 and a fee paid judge for 
the First Tier Tribunal, Social 
Entitlement Chamber since 
2013.

An advert was posted on the 
judicial appointment board’s 
(JAB) website on October 
26 inviting applications from 
people wishing to be con-
sidered for the role in Fort 
William Sheriff Court.

Sheriff Richard Davidson 
previously held the position 
but has not presided over a 
case since May 2016.

New sheriff 
fi nally 
appointed

Concerned residents hit out 
over public transport links  

Motors, said the changes come 
following a CityLink timetable 
change from Inverness to Fort 
William. She said the 5.10pm 
service would ensure people 
getting off the Inverness bus 
can continue their journey onto 
Oban. ‘Currently there isn’t the 
demand for the 7pm service, so 
it has been withdrawn to allow 
for connectivity of passengers 
coming from Inverness and 
getting off in Fort William 
then continuing on to Oban 
because we recognise there is 
a high demand for people from 
Oban going to Inverness.

‘Our timetables are not set in 
stone and we will continue to 
monitor the demand on these 
services to meet customer 
requirements.’

Ms Morris said: ‘When I 
moved to Glencoe originally, 
I was of working age and there 
were plenty of jobs in Oban I 
could have applied for, but be-
cause I don’t drive there would 
be no way I could get there.

‘I don’t get to go to Oban as 
much as I would like to because 
the buses are just so bad. Peo-
ple from all over the world use 
these bus services and want to 
go from Oban to Fort William 
or vice versa for the day.’

West Coast Motors added 
it runs a commuter service 
from Appin to Oban but north 
of this there is not enough 
demand. People wishing to get 
to Oban from Lochaber can 
do so by using other network 
services, but will not be able to 
go directly from Fort William 
to Oban before 9am.

Fort William and Ardna-
murchan councillor Andrew 
Baxter said: ‘The fundamental 

problem is the level of demand 
doesn’t necessarily match the 
viability of a service.

‘I think it will be very difficult 
to convince either the High-
land Council or bus operators 
to increase services when there 
have been massive funding cuts 
this year that has seen services 
completely cease elsewhere in 
the Highlands.

‘One possible solution is to 
make better use of community 
transport. There is a Loch 
Leven community minibus 
that is under used I would hope 
that organisation would look at 
filling a gap in service.’

Also commenting on the 44 
Stagecoach bus service, the 
Glencoe resident said: ‘The 
buses are horrible. They are all 
old second-hand ones.

‘How can these people think 
this is good enough? 

‘But people are scared. 
People have said to me don’t 
say anything because if you 
complain they will take the 
buses away.’

Stagecoach North Scotland 
said it has upgraded some of 
the vehicles in Fort William 
since 2012, removing vehicles 
that were not DDA compliant 
and replacing them with newer 
vehicles.

A spokesperson said: ‘Our 
fleet of buses in Fort William 
are in a regular maintenance 
schedule. 

‘Each vehicle is taken out of 
service every 21 days for strict 
checks and maintenance in line 
with our company policy. 

‘In addition to this, every 
vehicle is washed each night 
before beginning service the 
following day.’

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk
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AN AQUACULTURE student from Caol 
has been awarded two Lantra Awards.

Jack Fraser, 22, won the Aquaculture 
Learner of the Year and Modern Appren-
tice of the Year at the 15th Lantra Scotland 
Land-based and Aquaculture Learner of 
the Year Awards. Jack is working towards 
SVQ level 2 and 3 in aquaculture through 

Inverness College UHI while working as 
an assistant manager at Marine Harvest’s 
Kingairloch site. 

The awards recognise hard work and dedi-
cation, and Jack was nominated by his UHI 
assessor on the quality of his coursework.

The awards were presented at a ceremony 
in Dunblane on March 2 by farmer and TV 

presenter Adam Henson. Jack said: ‘I was 
pretty chuffed. It was quite a big event so I 
was delighted.’

Jack has also been talking to the next 
generation about aquaculture career oppor-
tunities. He said: ‘I have been to Lochaber 
High School encouraging pupils to take an 
interest in aquaculture. Jack with his trophies. 

THREE Inverness-based artists 
will be exhibiting their work at 
the Lime Tree Gallery in Fort 
William from Saturday April 1.

Fiona Matheson, Dot Walker 
and Clare Blois will have more 
than 100 paintings on display 
at the Fort William gallery in 
their exhibition entitled Cast-
ing Shadows.

Their work has been 
in� uenced by the drama of 
Highland landscapes and 
seascapes. All three have 
distinctive styles and the exhi-
bition will include large-scale 
paintings and smaller works.

All three artists have a bold 
approach in oil paint or mixed 
media and the pieces will por-
tray the scale and raw beauty 
of the Highlands in all seasons 
and colours.

There will be an o�  cial 
opening with refreshments 
on Saturday April 1 from 7pm. 
Earlier that afternoon, a show 
preview will be open to the 
public. The exhibition will run 
daily from 10am to 10pm until 
Sunday April 30.

A BUSINESS owner who denied assault-
ing a woman in a bar brawl in Mallaig was 
described to be in ‘fight or flight’ mode 
at the time.

George Pendreigh, 57, from Morar, was 
accused of grabbing the woman by the 
feet, pulling her to the floor and seizing 
her by the body at the Marine Hotel on 
November 15, 2015.

Fort William Justice of Peace Court 
heard last Wednesday (March 22) that 
the victim, who was then employed at 
the hotel, was not on the rota to work 
that night but had ended up helping a 
colleague serve behind the bar which was 
busier than usual because of a new boat 
being in the nearby harbour. 

She told the court that at around closing 
time an incident had taken place in the 
bar and she was tending to a casualty. She 
then noticed a second fight take place 
involving Mr Pendreigh which she tried to 
diffuse with some success.

Immediately after she tapped a face-
down Pendreigh on the back and told 
him to go home and he sprung up and 
assaulted her.

She recalled: ‘I said to him don’t hit me, 
I’m a woman.’

Justices of the Peace Alastair Gibson, 
Steve Pimborough and Maureen Ander-
son were told the assault on Pendreigh 
caused him to lose his glasses and hearing 
aid, and had left him with a cut to the 

back of his head which later required six 
or seven stitches.

Defence solicitor Hamish Melrose 
put it to the court Pendreigh had not 
recognised the woman, his actions were 
not a personal attack on her and did not 
constitute assault.

He added: ‘The term fight or flight has 
been used by the witnesses. What Pen-
dreigh did to [the woman] was a reaction. 
He reacted by grabbing the legs nearest 
to him. There is nothing to suggest Pen-
dreigh did this intentionally. That is not to 
say it didn’t happen but no intent, no mens 
rea, no assault.’

The JPs accepted Mr Melrose’s sugges-
tion and found Pendreigh not guilty.

A REMOTE island community 
is fighting to save its community 
hall after poor workmanship left 
it battered and bruised.

Raasay Community Hall, 
which is owned and run by 
Raasay Community Association 
(RCA), was opened in 2009 
after years of fundraising and 
has since become a ‘vital asset 
to the community’.

RCA had brought in a contrac-
tor to carry out much-needed 
work on the hall, but the busi-
nesses went into receivership 
before the work was completed. 

RAASAY Primary School has 
planned a day of celebration 
later this month to welcome 
spring.

The school has a beautiful 
display of spring � owers all 
around the garden to wel-
come visitors and brighten 
things up as the winter 
months draw to a close.

Pupils have also been busy 
in the polytunnel, planting 
strawberries and other 
crops which they hope to 
enjoy later in the season.

The school has planned a 
polytunnel open afternoon 
to celebrate the success 
of the Raasay primary and 
nursery all-weather garden-
ing project tomorow (Friday 
March 31).

POLICE are trying to contact 
the family of a man who was 
pulled from the water near Kilt 
Rock, Skye, last week.

A member of the public, 
who was concerned for a 
man, called police at 11am on 
Thursday March 23. Around 
4pm, after a search, the body 
of a man was recovered. 

Inspector Lynda Allan said: 
‘We are making e� orts to 
contact the man’s next of kin. 
There are no apparent suspi-
cious circumstances.’

A Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service spokesperson told Lo-
chaber Times: ‘The service was 
alerted at 12.48pm on Thurs-
day March 23 to requests for 
assistance by HM Coastguard 
at Kilt Rock, Isle of Skye.

‘Operations Control in Dun-
dee mobilised one appliance 
from Sta�  n to the incident.

‘Fire� ghters remained at the 
location to assist HM Coast-
guard.  The crew left the scene 
at 7.14pm after ensuring the 
area was made safe.’

GENEROUS staff and friends of Arma-
dale port on the isle of Skye have created 
a new fun zone for children.

From furniture to toys and crayons to 
colourful decorations, staff at the port 
have sourced everything to create a 
colourful area within the port office. The 
aim of the fun zone is for it to be enjoyed 
by youngsters, whether they are dropping 
in from the community or travelling on 
the ferry. The project is the brainchild 
of port staff and, with support and input 
from manager Catherine Young, they 
have sourced all the decorations, which 
have all been laid out on an alphabet 
and counting jigsaw mat. Port assistants 
Gary Mahon and Sam Graham have been 
particularly involved in the venture.

The new furniture was handmade by 
Mallaig port assistant Colin Fisher and 
includes a table and benches decorated 

Children are already enjoying playing at 
the Armadale port fun zone. 

SKYE and Lochalsh Young 
Carers (SLYC) has been 
awarded £196,981 from the Big 
Lottery Fund.

The grant will be spread over 
three years to deliver the ‘accept 
the past and grab the future’ 
project in partnership with BBC 
Children in Need funding, as 
reported previously by Lochaber 
Times.

Maureen McGinn, from Big 
Lottery Fund Scotland, said: ‘I 
am delighted Skye and Lochalsh 
Young Carers Service has been 

Skye and Lochalsh young carers were described as ‘big fans of 
Pudsey’ after they received £82,672.00 from Children In Need. 

A NEW destination management group 
has been launched on Skye.

Over 100 people descended on the Aros 
Centre, Portree last Saturday (March 18) to 
learn about SkyeConnect and its role in the 
future of the island’s tourism industry.

Sponsored by the town’s NFU Mutual, 
the event outlined the building blocks for 
the new organisation and provided an 
opportunity for businesses and individuals 
to showcase their services.

It was also revealed that funding has 
been secured for a new post to manage the 
project.

Organisations taking part included Go To 
St Kilda, Skye Events for All (SEALL), The 
Skye Times, isleofskye.com, University of 
the Highlands and Islands, West Highland 
College, Food Link, the Raasay Outdoor 

Centre, Business Gateway Highlands and 
Moray, NFU Mutual, North Skye Broad-
band, Taste of Skye and the Fairy Pools 
Community Project.

Chairwoman of SkyeConnect, Shirley 
Spears, who ownes The Three Chimneys 
restaurant on the island, said: ‘We were 
delighted to welcome more than 100 resi-
dents, businesses and organisations and set 
out the proposals for this new and exciting 
venture, long overdue. We are also delight-
ed to announce that approval has now been 
given by Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
for the appointment of a Project Officer to 
work with the directors, and Skye’s tourism 
industry, to develop SkyeConnect as it 
moves forward.

The group is working on a a five-year 
business plan and is set to launch an online 

survey in Skye to seek views and comments 
to assist in that process. She added: ‘We 
look forward to working with the Skye com-
munity and its partners to create a robust 
and dynamic organisation for the island.

‘It will represent the interests of all those, 
and that is all of us, to make Skye a destina-
tion of first choice for a high quality, value 
for money and memorable customer expe-
rience, delivered by skilled and passionate 
people.’

Secretary, Rob Ware, added: ‘The key 
message to go out is this will be a member-
ship organisation through which members 
will get added value and will see SkyeCon-
nect as the voice of tourism and business 
generally.’

For further information, visit www.
skye-connect.com

Community fi ghts to save hall
It has since become apparent 
that  work previously carried out 
was not of a high standard. 

An association spokesperson 
said flooring in the main sports 
hall had been laid incorrectly, 
internal doors had been hung 
with the wrong fittings, badly 
laid flooring in the toilets and 
kitchen had lifted, and there 
had been numerous issues with 
plumbing and many other ongo-
ing issues.

RCA called in a new con-
tractor as the hall recently had 
to have essential work costing 
£5,000 carried out to prevent 
water ingress at the front of the 
hall.

A spokesperson for RCA 

told the Lochaber Times: ‘In 
wet and windy weather, water 
was entering the hall along the 
front of the building and we had 
to put buckets and containers 
down to catch the water as it 
dripped from above the doors 
and windows.

‘An inspection by a local build-
er showed that water ingress 
on the seaward elevation was 
due to very poor detailing and 
workmanship around the doors 
and windows. 

‘Wind and rain drove through 
this regularly. The remedial 
work to fix this cost us nearly 
£5,000, even with our local 
builder giving us favourable 
rates.’

Now RCA is facing a bill of 
£18,552 to replace all the exter-
nal doors. The main entrance 
doors were replaced costing 
in excess £700 and temporary 
repairs have been carried out 
to some of the worst affected 
doors. 

The RCA is hoping the local 
builder, who has already re-
paired the front door, can repair 
the remaining doors cheaper 
than the price quoted to replace 
the doors.

With a population of just 140 
people, the hall is a lifeline for 
the community. 

It is used by the primary school 
for physical education, work-
shops and plays. Previously they 

had to travel an hour or more off 
the island to schools on Skye.

The closure of the council-run 
day care centre on the island in 
2011 resulted in RCA setting 
up a monthly lunch club and 
fortnightly hairdressing service 
in the hall. 

Other groups use the hall in-
clude the knitting bee, arts and 
crafts group, yoga and indoor 
football.

It is also used regularly for 
public meetings and the Epis-
copal Church group uses it for 
services and meetings.

RCA also run an annual 
programme of events in the hall 
including ceilidh dances, bar-
becues, theatre performances, 

bingo nights and beetle drives.
The spokesperson continued: 

‘RCA continues to fundraise 
locally towards these repairs as 
grant support for maintenance 
work is very hard to find and we 
have been well-supported with 
donations from the community 
and other local organisations.

‘However, with the island’s 
population at around 140, this is 
no mean task. 

‘Over the next few months we 
have a number of fundraisers. 
These include a disco with guest 
DJ on Saturday April 1, a family 
licensed dance with Sheepshank 
Beag on Friday April 14 and The 
Magic Horse puppet animation 
on Saturday April 15.

Morar man found not guilty of 
assault in Mallaig bar brawl

TIMESLINE
Police seek family 
after body found

School celebrates 
gardening success

successful in securing a Big Lot-
tery Fund grant. The funding 
will make a big difference where 
it is needed most and I wish the 
service every success as it goes 
on to develop and expand its 
project.’

Young Carers service manager 
Marjory Jagger said: ‘We are 
absolutely delighted to receive 
this award and are excited about 
the greater support and oppor-
tunities it opens up for young 
carers in our area. We have 
now secured a much-needed 58 

Delight for young carers as 
Big Lottery confi rms grant

per cent of our annual running 
costs for the next three years. 
The Highland Council presently 
gives us another 25 per cent of 
what we need and the remaining 
17 per cent, approximately 
£27,000, is raised annually 
through fundraising and dona-
tions.

‘We are so grateful to The 
Big Lottery Fund for listening 
to our young carers and giving 
real value to their knowledge 
and experience to make a big 
difference to their lives.’

with sea creatures which were hand paint-
ed by Gary Mahon.

Assistant Sam said: ‘We thought we 
would like to brighten the office up for 
our young visitors, as well as those call-

ing in from around our community. We 
collected toys and books from port staff 
and their friends and we have the fun new 
furniture, which was made especially for 
the space. Everyone’s really enjoying the 
bright area and our young visitors have 
given it the thumbs up. We’re incredibly 
grateful to Colin who made our amazing 
fun furniture and to Gary for his art work.  
It’s so cheerful and perfect for our place 
here beside the seaside. The children have 
great fun learning all about the different 
things they may see on the beach or in the 
water. We had a busy season last year and 
are expecting this addition will be warmly 
welcomed by families who are travelling 
with us, as well as locals.’

Although the port doesn’t need any 
more toys, it would be grateful for any 
crayons, felt tip pens and paper. Anyone 
who can help should drop in at the port.

Aquaculture student from Caol wins two Lantra awards

Artists exhibit at 
Lime Tree gallery 

Skye’s the limit for island tourism

Port offi ce staff create new fun zone



Thursday 30 March, 2017          www.lochabertimes.co.uk 3NEWS
FW

KATIE CARABINE
kcarabine@obantimes.co.uk

A MAN accused of putting 
his wife in danger by grabbing 
the handbrake of the car she 
was driving was found to have 
no case to answer.

Rose-May Sliwinski told 
Fort William Sheriff Court 
that on January 24 this year 
Richard Sliwinski, her now 
estranged husband, had be-
come angry with her, shouted 
and swore at her and grabbed 
the handbrake which caused 
the car to stop abruptly and 
forced other road uses to take 
evasive action.

Ms Sliwinski sought to 
rely on footage from a dash-
cam which she said she had 
installed two years ago when 
her husband was banned from 
driving.

On Monday March 27, 
a recording was played to 
the court showing a vehicle 
travelling from Belford Road 
onto the dual carriageway to-
ward Achintore Road where 
the incident was said to have 
taken place.

Sheriff William Taylor said: 
‘Looking at the video, there is 
nothing to suggest the vehicle 
was stopped in an emergency 
or suddenly. 

‘It would appear from the 
position of the car the road- 
side wheels are mounted on 
the pavement which suggests 
caution was involved in stop-
ping.’

The sheriff concluded there 
was no corroboration and that 
Mr Sliwinski, who previously 
ran B&B in Achintore with 
his former partner, had no 
case to answer.

BONES discovered near a cave on a Hebri-
dean island could belong to the victims of an 
infamous massacre, according to experts.

It is claimed Eigg’s population of nearly 400 
MacDonalds were suffocated to death in 1577 
by the MacLeods of Dunvegan and Harris.

Fifty-three bones found last year at Mas-
sacre Cave are currently being examined in 
Edinburgh and could reveal more about the 
atrocity.

Dr Kirsty Owen, senior archaeology man-
ager for Historic Environment Scotland, told 
Lochaber Times: ‘In February 2017 we were 
informed human remains had been discovered 

at Massacre Cave on Eigg. We asked AOC 
Archaeology, current holders of our human 
remains contract, to visit the cave and survey 
the site.

‘Fifty three bones were brought from the 
police station in Fort William to Edinburgh, 
where they are undergoing scientific analysis. 
We hope to learn more about these individuals 
and to determine whether they were victims of 
a massacre which is alleged to have taken place 
on the island in 1577. We anticipate the bones 
will remain in Edinburgh for less than a year 
and will be having discussions with the local 
community as to what happens to them next.’

A SHEEPDOG missing for 12 days has had a lucky 
escape after being rescued from Monessie Gorge last 
Thursday.

Twelve-year-old Nell, owned by crofter Donald 
Macrae of Monessie Farm, only yards away from 
the Gorge at Roybridge, disappeared on Saturday 
March 11.

Mr Macrae said: ‘The dogs normally come out and 
sit while I feed the sheep. After I fed them that day, 
I went in for a cup of tea and when I came back she 
was gone.’ 

When she hadn’t come back after a few days Don-
ald feared the worst. He said: ‘I didn’t think I was 
going to see her again.’

Luckily, Mr Macrae was wrong and Nell was res-
cued by Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team (LMRT).

Fort William train driver John Hynd was driving 
the sleeper train from London on March 23 and 
on their arrival in Fort William, he was told a dog 
had been spotted in the gorge. Mr Hynd called the 
police who then called LMRT and Nell was found. 
Mr Macrae says he was ‘delighted’ to have her back 
and she seemed not too worse for wear.

Mr Macrae is extremely grateful to LMRT and the 
train crew. 

A COMPUTING teacher is 
returning to a Fort William 
High School after a year on 
secondment.

Stephen Stewart was 
seconded from Lochaber 
High School by the Highland 
Council (HC) to another post 
within the authority last year.

In December, head teacher 
Jim Sutherland wrote to 
parents/carers and said that 
since the computing science 
teaching post became vacant 
in September, the school had 
advertised the vacancy three 
times but had had no suitable 
applicants.

Mr Sutherland described the 
situation as ‘disappointing’ 
but said a number of meas-
ures were put in place to offer 
as much support to pupils 
as possible. These included 
access to computing science 
notes and the redeployment 
of a physics teacher who, 
although not specialised, 
had extensive experience of 
computer programming.

Mr Sutherland recently told 
Lochaber Times that staff and 
students were looking for-
ward to Mr Stewart’s return 
but added in the meantime: ‘I 
am confident the curriculum 
has been delivered and appro-
priate assessments have been 
carried out.’

Kate Forbes MSP had pre-
viously raised concern about 
the situation.  She said: ‘I am 
really pleased to hear there 
will be a computing specialist 
teacher at Lochaber High 
School after the summer to 
teach the Higher and Nation-
al 5 classes.

‘That doesn’t, of course, 
help the pupils who have not 
had a specialist subject this 
year.

‘Since I discovered there 
wasn’t a specialist teacher for 
the Higher and National 5 
classes, I have been pressing 
Highland Council to find a 
teacher as soon as possible so 
that the pupils are not disad-
vantaged this year.’

A 30-YEAR-OLD man who allowed his husk-
ies to chase sheep and bite a lamb has been 
given a month to prove to the court he paid the 
vet fees.

Last month, Luke Griffiths from Roxburgh 
Place took responsibility for huskies which en-
tered a field by Lundavra Road, Fort William, 
on July 30, 2016, and worried livestock.

Griffiths’ guilty plea had been submitted by 
letter and on February 28, Sheriff William 
Taylor ordered him to appear for sentencing.

On Tuesday March 28, Griffiths told the 
court his wife had struggled to deal with two 
children and two dogs, that since the incident 
one of the dogs had been re-homed but that 

they had kept [Talla] the animal responsible 
for the biting.

Griffiths added measures had been taken to 
ensure nothing like this would happen again, 
that the dog had been tethered and was never 
allowed out unsupervised.

He said: ‘I have offered to pay all vet fees and 
for the lamb but nothing has come of that just 
yet.’

Sheriff William Taylor said he wanted to 
make sure these costs were covered.  

He deferred the case until April 25 and 
ordered Griffiths to return to the court with 
proof that payment has been made to the vet 
or the farmer.

A BUN-SGOIL Ghàidhlig Loch Abar pupil 
has won a national competition after designing 
a Highland haggis-themed gondola for Nevis 
Range.

Primary four pupil Ruaraidh Stephen, from 
Fort William, was extremely excited to hear 
that his design had won the competition, which 
is part of the 2017 Highland Haggis Festival 
that will be staged in Spean Bridge this week-
end.

The eight-year-old, who said he ‘doesn’t like 
to eat haggis’, will be the guest of honour at 
this year’s event and will officially open it on 
Sunday April 2.

Ruaraidh said: ‘We have been busy learning 
about all the things that make Scotland good. 
We were trying to picture how a haggis might 
look and we looked at some strange designs.’

Now Ruaraidh’s design has been brought to 
life just in time for the start of the festival. It 
has  been adapted by All Round Signs and the 
new artwork has been wrapped around a Nevis 
Range gondola.

The haggis gondola will now be used every 
day to transport visitors from all over the world 
up the slopes of Aonach Mor.

Heather Negus, marketing manager at Nevis 
Range Mountain Experience, said: ‘We had 
almost 100 entries from children from schools 
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Marks and Spencer is closer to 
opening after licence approved
MARKS and Spencer Simply 
Food is one step closer to open-
ing in Fort William after its 
application for a licence to sell 
alcohol was approved.

The company received the 
green light at a meeting of the 
Highland Licensing Board on 
Tuesday March 28, meaning it is 
one step closer to opening at the 
development in North Road.

Through Glasgow-based 
lawyers Hill Brown Licensing, 
Marks and Spencer applied for 
a provisional liquor licence for 

on-sale hours between 11am to 
11pm and off-sale between 10am 
and 10pm for the Simply Food 
shop and café due to open in 
Fort William later this year.

The licence will mainly be for 
alcohol sales in the shop, but 
Marks and Spencer will also 
be able to occasionally offer 
samples of new alcohol products 
in the cafe.

The company applied for the 
licence on February 14 and 
the application was publicised 
between February 20 and March 
13. Police Scotland, the Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service and 
the Council’s Community Ser-

vices (Environmental Health) 
and Planning and Building 
Standards were consulted. NHS 
Highland was also notified. No 
objections were received during 
the consultation period and the 
application was accepted by the 
board.

An M&S spokesperson said: 
‘We’re really looking forward 
to bringing an M&S Food hall 
to Fort William this autumn. 
The store will bring shoppers 
the very best of M&S’s food 
products as well as outstanding 
customer service.’

Thomas MacLennan, coun-
cillor for Fort William and 

Ardnamurchan and chairman of 
the Lochaber Committee, said: 
‘It’s a wonderful development 
for Fort William and it will add 
choice for people.’

Several other Lochaber and 
Skye businesses had applica-
tions approved.

An Crubh Community Hub, 
due to open on Saturday April 
1, was granted a provisional 
licence for on and off-sales at 
their shop and cafe.

Sharon Campbell, business de-
velopment manager for the com-
munity-owned hub, confirmed 
it had previously been granted 
a licence for the opening and 

initial couple of weeks, but that 
this licence would allow them to 
sell alcohol after this.

Isle of Skye Distillers was 
approved for a premises licence 
for off-sales for its gin distillery 
in Portree and John Mann, 
owner of The Corran, formerly 
The Corran Inn, was successful 
in getting its provisional licence 
extended to include guest ac-
commodation.

An application by McLean 
Pension Trust to extend the 
licence capacity of the restau-
rant at number four Cameron 
Square, Fort William, and to 
extend on and off-sale hours on 

Sundays to begin at noon rather 
than 12.30pm was granted.

Portree Community Centre 
applied for a public entertain-
ment licence which has been 
deferred because there was no 
electrical certificate supplied to 
the board. 

If this is provided before April 
27, the application should be 
granted.

Similarly, an application for 
private car hire licence made 
by Donald Ross, acting as Skye 
Conservation, was deferred due 
to a missing vehicle document, 
but should be granted if this is 
provided by April 17.

A MUSIC teacher who collided 
with another car on an ‘accident 
prone’ bend near Onich was giv-
en six penalty points and fined 
£500.

Mark Reynolds had been 
teaching in Ballachulish Prima-
ry on November 3,  2016, when 
he failed to negotiate a left hand 
bend on the A82 and caused an 
accident.

Procurator Fiscal Cat Dalrym-
ple told the court on the morn-
ing in question the weather was 
wet, roads were damp and there 
was heavy traffic. The incident, 
which occurred at 11.55am, 
saw Reynold’s Skoda spin, 
travel backward into a fence and 
house, and leave the other car, a 
Fiat, badly damaged.

As a result, Mr Reynolds 
suffered fractured ribs, the Fiat 
driver had tissue damage to 
her chest and an injured foot, 
and a passenger experienced 

soft tissue damage to his chest. 
Representing himself in Fort 
William Sheriff Court on Tues-
day March 28, Mr Reynolds ex-
plained: ‘I had been teaching in 
Ballachulish Primary. I was not 
speeding.  I know that it is a 40 
[speed limit].  I travelled round 
the bend, trying to correct but 
could not. In that split second I 
saw the other car approach.

‘My immediate concern was 
about the other car, particu-
larly about the lady passenger 
because she did not look at all 
well and was in and out of con-
sciousness.’

Mr Reynolds told the court the 
other people who had stopped 
were concerned with his well-be-
ing and had asked him to stand 
back from the accident.

He also added that he was 
aware of six other accidents at 
that bend and that road mainte-
nance company BEAR Scotland 

had only recently finished con-
structing better support on it.

Sheriff William Taylor told Mr 
Reynolds he knew the corner 
well and asked what he thought 
had caused the accident.

Reynolds responded: ‘When 
the police came to speak to me 
in the hospital, they mentioned 
the road was greasy. The car had 
been serviced and the tyres were 
absolutely fine.

‘A witness said it was almost as 
though I was on ice, like the car 
was moving in slow motion.’

Mr Reynolds, who has recently 
been awarded a travelling schol-
arship to attend an international 
music conference in Chicago in 
December, told the sheriff he 
was a householder and in full 
-time employment so could not 
imagine he would have problems 
in paying a fine. However, as a 
peripatetic teacher, his licence 
was extremely important to him.

and nurseries across the Fort William and Lo-
chaber area, and further afield. We even had 
entries from children as young as six months 
which we thought was brilliant!’

All entries will be on display at Spean Bridge 
Primary School.

Ruaraidh designs 
gondola winner 

Ruaraidh with his winning design at the Nevis 
Range gondolas.

Driver given six pointsMissing sheepdog 
rescued from gorge

Eigg bones may date back to 1577
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EMPLOYER-LED mock interviews 
were kick-started by Developing the 
Young Workforce (DYW) West Highland 
to provide 19 S3 pupils at Mallaig High 
School the chance to practice interview 
techniques at an early stage.

This was done in a supportive but re-
alistic environment with working profes-

PRIMARY school pupils across 
Lochaber got into the charitable 
spirit on Friday March 24 when 
they took part in fundraising 
activities for Comic Relief/Red 
Nose Day.

The theme of this year’s na-
tional fundraising campaign was 
‘Make your Laughter Matter’ 
and Lochaber schoolchildren 
were doing just that.

Lundavra pupils held a joke-
a-thon and did Red Nose day 
dances which were recorded 
and put online. Fitness company 
Fitbit has pledged to donate £10 
for every video of this ‘Step up, 
Get Down’ routine uploaded.

The pupils also wore red and 
made and sold cupcakes, and 
primary sevens painted the faces 
of the younger children.

Head teacher Nick Thomson 
said: ‘We had a lively day and 
thousands will be raised. We’ve 
made £300 from selling red 
noses already.’

Inverlochy acting head teacher 
Kirsty Clark said her pupils had 
a ‘great day and had lots of fun’. 
Activities included primary two 
pupils making cupcakes, P3 also 
baking and P4 dressing up. The 
school raised £382 on the day.

Banavie Primary School 
pupils raised money by paying 
to dress down and and running 
a tuck shop. They pledged to 
split everything raised between 

Helping Mallaig school 
pupils prepare for work

sionals, who have first-hand experience of 
recruitment.

Employers on the interview panel 
included Lesley Benfield, chief executive 
officer of Lochaber Chamber of Com-
merce; Danielle MacTavish, HR adviser 
with Lochaber Smelter; and Douglas 
Ormiston, programme manager, DYW 
West Highland.

Douglas said: ‘Mock interviews offer 
huge benefits for pupils, but they’re not 
the only ones who can reap rewards from 
the process. For employers, there are 
clear social and corporate benefits of 
being involved with helping to develop 
better skill sets for young people.

‘I would encourage every business, large 
or small, to become involved with inspir-
ing and developing the future workforce.’

How to get involved? DYW West 
Highland will continue to collaborate 
with schools, colleges and employers in 

the West Highlands to provide students 
with a better insight into the essential 
preparation for the workplace with local 
businesses.

To get involved contact info@dywwest-
highland.org or 01397 705 765.

Launched in late summer 2016, DYW 
forms part of the Scottish Government’s 
youth employment strategy which aims to 
ensure young people in Scotland have the 
skills and confidence needed to make the 
seamless transition between school and 
the work force.

Working with schools, partner agencies, 
employers, parents and young people, 
DYW’s goal is to bridge the gap between 
learning and working to allow each 
respective group to engage with one an-
other, fostering a culture of collaboration 
through a variety of opportunities.

The DYW West Highland area covers 
Lochaber, Skye and Wester Ross.

THE LAST of this season’s 
local history society talks will 
feature local author Angus 
MacDonald from Roshven 
speaking on his recently pub-
lished book Ardnish Was Home. 

It is a historical narrative 
following the impact of the 
First World War on local lives. 
Angus will speak particularly 
of the family and historical 
sources which he employed 
in writing the book. This � rst 
novel has been so successful, 
he is currently writing another.

The annual trip this year will 
be close to home at Achnacar-
ry in early May. More details 
will be available at the talk on 
Thursday April 6 at the Ben 
Nevis Hotel at 8pm. Everyone 
welcome.

FORT William Accordion and 
Fiddle Club will be holding 
a musical evening on Tues-
day April 4 at the Railway 
Club, Inverlochy. It starts 
at 7.30pm with guest artist 
Hannah MacRae. Everyone 
welcome.

AYE2AYE Lochaber will 
be hosting The National 
Roadshow on Friday April 7. 
Everyone is welcome to pop 
along to Aye2Aye to discuss 
local issues and stories.

In the evening, there will be 
a talk by Paul Kavanagh, aka 
‘Wee Ginger Dug’, at Kilmallie 
Community Centre from 7pm-
9pm. Aye2Aye will also be 
holding a conference on Sat-
urday April 8 in Kilmallie Com-
muntiy Centre from 10.30am 
to 4.30pm. There will be 
speakers from ReAct Lochaber 
and Argyll, Lochaber Common 
Weal, ELLCT, Lochaber WFI 
and Lochaber School bank. 
The events are free, although 
donations are welcomed. For 
further information visit the 
Aye2Aye Facebook page.

A TEAM from Caol-based 
charitable organisation 
Lochaber Sensory Care will 
visit Mallaig on Tuesday 
April 4.

The representatives will 
be at Mallaig medical centre 
from 2pm until 3pm to o� er 
help and advice to anyone 
living with a sight or hearing 
loss. They will also supply 
NHS hearing aid batteries.

INTERNATIONAL concert pia-
nist Martin Roscoe is perform-
ing in Lochaber High School 
on Friday March 31 at 7.30pm. 
Martin can regularly be heard 
on Radio 3 and the big concert 
halls of Europe. Tickets at the 
door £10 for adults and £1 for 
children and students.

THE 2ND Fort William Boys’ 
Brigade will have a parents 
night on Friday March 31 at 
7pm in Duncansburgh Macin-
tosh Hall.

HIGHLAND Hospice and Lo-
chaber Showstoppers invite 
you to a vintage afternoon 
tea and music in Ballachul-
ish Hall on Saturday April 8 
at 2.30pm to 5.30pm.

Tickets cost £8 and all 
proceeds will go to the High-
land Hospice and Lochaber 
Showstoppers. For more 
information contact Maggie 
Wilson in the hospice shop, 
Fort William, or email jane-
angusfw@gmail.com

CAOL Primary School’s spring fete on 
Saturday March 25 was a great success, 
raising more than £3,400 to help pay for 
trips.

The event, organised by the Friends 
of Caol School committee, saw the 
hall brimming with parents, families 
and friends eager to sample crafts and 
homebaking. Primary seven pupils kept 
younger children amused with a range of 
crafts, including decorated tin can pots.

A raffle, with prizes including ‘pamper 

hampers’ also proved very popular, as 
did the face painting, Zumba and balloon 
sculptures. 

Caira McKelvie, primary four, said: 
‘The most fun part was playing on the 
bouncy castle.’ Kirsten Dodds, also pri-
mary four, said: ‘I enjoyed making crafts 
the most and I also played football.’

Several local businesses got involved. 
Sammy’s Fish and Chips made dough-
nuts, Lochaber Environmental Group 
brought their smoothie bike and Loch-

aber Beekeeping Association had a stall. 
Marine Harvest kindly sponsored the 
event.

Staff from the Co-op provided re-
freshments, including hot-dogs and ice-
cream, as part of their work to help local 
communities.

Head teacher Mr Hamilton said: ‘We 
couldn’t have had a better day with the 
weather and we had a huge turnout. It’s a 
great event for community participation 
and we have a huge number of businesses 

to thank including Sammy’s, LEG, 
Marine Harvest, the fire brigade, Fort 
William Bouncy Castle Hire and the 
Co-op who always support our activities.

‘Thank you as well to everyone who 
helped out and to Friends of Caol School 
who worked very hard to organise the 
event.’ 

Cheryl MacFarlane, a parent and friend 
of Caol school, said: ‘It’s been a great 
day. It was a nice experience holding it 
in the new school where we had lots of 

Patrick Nicholson with friend and 
classmate Liam Donaldson, both aged 

� ve, from St Columbas primary. 

Four-year-old Ciaran MacPher-
son was all smiles when he got 
to sit in the � re engine at the 

Caol school fete. 

Lauren Campbell, two, was 
pleased with her balloon. Zumba dancing was a big hit with these girls.

Fun and games at Caol spring fete WHAT’S ON

Left to right: Caol pupils Aidan Love, 
Carla Donaldson and Stevi Leigh Love 

enjoyed the spring fete. 

St Columba’s had a dress down day. Above: Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar pupils combined Red 
Nose Day with World Book day. 

Banavie Primary School also had a baking stall to raise money. 

Lundavra pupils dressed in red  and wore red noses. 

For more Red Nose Day photos visit www.lochabertimes.co.uk

Comic Relief and a Sri Lankan 
school which one of their teach-
ers has worked in.

Caol Primary School also 
dressed down for the day and 
wore red.

They had a joke challenge, 
where videos of the children 
telling their best jokes were 
uploaded onto the school Face-
book page. The pupil council, 
which organised the Red Nose 
Day activities, judged the jokes 
and picked a winner.

Head teacher Mr Hamilton 
said: ‘We are very pleased to 
support charity and the children 
and staff all got into the spirit of 
Red Nose Day. We had a bake 
sale and dress down day and it 

Pupils make laughs matter
was nice to see everyone dressed 
brightly and in red for the day. 
Thanks to parents, staff and 
pupils who all supported such a 
great cause.’

St Columba’s Primary raised 
£261.60 by dressing in red or as 
one of this year’s Comic Relief 
characters.

They also had lucky number 
draws and a Guess the Birthday 
competition to win toys.

At the school assembly, prima-
ry seven house captains led an 
assembly about Red Nose Day 
and what the money raised is 
used for.

Principal teacher Shona Ma-
cLean said: ‘The children have 
been looking forward to the day. 

The house captains in my class 
have been talking about it for 
quite a while. They had good 
fun.’

At Bun-sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch 
Abar, pupils combined Red 
Nose Day with World Book Day 
as they were ski-ing when other 
schools marked it. They raised 
£175.50 on the day, with hopes 
of more coming money coming 
in after the day.

Head teacher John Joe Mac-
Neil said: ‘The children had 
good fun. 

The older children read to 
the younger ones and they all 
dressed up as book characters 
and brought in and shared their 
favourite books.’

Right: A Lundavra pupil 
has a red nose painted on 

her face.

Lochaber 
Times 

newsdesk 
01397 703003
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We’ve 
cracked it!

£9.99
save £11.01
He-Shi Limited Edition
Express Tan & Mitt
150ml
RRP £21.00

off
John Frieda Range

£1.49
save £1.90
Lynx Shower XL
400ml
RRP £3.39

99p
save 30p
Steradent Active
30pk
RRP £1.29

£1.49
save £2.50
Sure Anti-Perspirant
250ml
RRP £3.99

Elvive Phytoclear Range

up to

16 George St, Oban

only

£4.99
Eylure Twin Pack Lashes

only

99p
Imperial Leather Shower
500ml

A TAXI driver from Caol claimed he 
grabbed a man by the neck and pushed 
him against a wall in self-defence be-
cause ‘it only takes two seconds to stick 
the head in someone’.

In Fort William Justice of the Peace 
court on March 22, Robert Lawrie 
claimed he was assaulted by part-time 
taxi driver Jason Dieguno on March 12 
2016, the day after Mr Lawrie buried his 
mother.

Mr Lawrie said he had gone to Lad-
brokes on Kilmallie Road to place a bet. 
He saw Mr Dieguno and asked the cab-
bie why he had thrown his two sons out 
of his taxi the previous night. Mr Lawrie 

said without saying a word, Mr Dieguno 
got off his stool, grabbed him by the neck 
and slammed him against a wall, causing 
Mr Lawrie to hit his back off a shelf.

Solicitor Stephen Kennedy told the 
court Mr Dieguno admitted pushing Mr 
Lawrie but said it was in self-defence. 
The lawyer referred to Mr Lawrie’s tes-
timony that he had been drinking from 
3.30pm to midnight on the day of his 
mother’s funeral and had ‘a few drams’ 
when he woke.

Mr Kennedy stated: ‘You were drunk, 
you were angry about an incident the 
night before and, when you saw Dieguno 
the red mist came down.’

In his evidence, Mr Dieguno said Mr 
Lawrie asked him to go outside for a 
word but that he’d tried to ignore him. 
He wanted to stay in the betting shop 
because Lawrie ‘could have had anyone 
outside’.

He added: ‘I thought he was going to hit 
me so I tried to stop him. I’m 58 years 
old, I don’t want to get in any fights. 
Once I realised he’d hit something – he 
made a noise – I let him go.’

Justices of the Peace Alastair Gibson, 
Maureen Anderson and Steve Pim-
brough found Mr Dieguno not guilty. Mr 
Gibson added: ‘You felt threatened and 
your response was proportionate.’

THE SCOTTISH Wildfire 
Forum is raising awareness 
about the increased risk of 
wildfire as spring approaches.

The Scottish Fire and 
Rescue Service is already 
working closely with land 
managers and appealing to 
tourists and communities to 
help reduce the number of 
fires to protect the country-
side and its residents.

Michael Bruce, vice-chair-
man of the Scottish Wildfire 
Forum, said: ‘At the start of 
spring there is often a lot of 
dead vegetation left over from 
last year. 

‘This fuel can dry out quickly 
when there is overnight frost, 
followed by sunny days with 
higher temperatures and 
lower humidity levels.’

APPLICATIONS from aspir-
ing media professionals are 
now being accepted for the 
next BBC Gaelic apprentice-
ship programme.

Operated by BBC Scotland 
and Glasgow Kelvin College, 
the 2017/2018 course will be 
the second time the Gaelic 
apprenticeship has been 
offered alongside the BBC 
Scotland apprenticeship.

The successful candidate 
will be supported by MG 
ALBA and will work across 
Gaelic platforms including 
BBC ALBA and BBC Radio 
nan Gàidheal.

The candidate will gain 
experience in various depart-
ments including children’s, 
news gathering, factual and 
sport.

To apply for the appren-
ticeship, visit http://www.bbc.
co.uk/careers. 

The closing date for applica-
tions is Tuesday April 18.

IT’S ALL change at the top at 
Fort William police station as 
Lochaber Area Inspector Don-
ald Campbell retires this year.

However, there will still be an 
Inspector Campbell at the helm 
as Isla Campbell is taking over.

The area inspector is the main 
point of contact in Fort William, 
both within the service and the 
community.

The Lochaber Times caught up 
with both Inspector Campbells.

Donald Campbell, 50, orig-
inally from Barra, was first 
posted to Fort William in 1987 
fresh from police training.

Donald said: ‘Policing was 
always in my mind. The oppor-
tunity arose to get a trade when 
I left school at 16 so I took it 
and became a joiner and then 
applied to the police as soon as 
I could.’

The father-of-two remained 
in Fort William for three years 
before being posted to the then Inspector Campbells, past and present. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

A GAIRLOCHY couple had to be ‘rescued’ shortly after ex-
changing their wedding vows as they chose a breakdown truck 
for transport on their big day.

Claire Shannon, 29, and Jamie Stevenson, 28, chose the 
unusual method of transport to get between venues at their 
wedding on March 18. The truck was part of the fleet of vehi-
cles belonging to A J J Stevenson Recovery, which is Jamie’s 
family’s business, which Claire also works for occasionally 
when help is needed.

Claire said: ‘It was Jamie’s idea. At first I thought, “Don’t 
be so stupid” but the more I thought about it I thought it’s the 
family business and he drives it every day. It’s unusual and I 
thought why not?’

The couple married in Jamie’s family home in Gairlochy and 
travelled in the recovery truck to their reception in the Alexan-
dra Hotel, Fort William. Claire, who grew up in Granton-on-
Spey, said: ‘We didn’t want a big fancy wedding, we just wanted 
to be with family. We had a marquee in my mother-in-law’s 
garden with spectacular views down Loch Lochy.’

Claire Shannon and Jamie Stevenson used one of Jamie’s 
family company’s recovery breakdown vehicles as their 

wedding transport. Photograph: Anthony MacMillan

THE A82 Partnership is to challenge plans to close part 
of the main road for 12 days.

The group has learned BEAR Scotland is planning to 
close the A82 north of Bridge of Orchy for 12 nights as 
part of a £260,000 project.

Starting on May 7, the closure is scheduled from 7pm 
until 7am each night until May 18.

The partnership intends to respond to a consultation 
letter from BEAR Scotland, which manages and main-
tains trunk roads on behalf of Transport Scotland, and is 
looking for feedback from other road users to help their 
case.

A spokesperson said: ‘The A82 partnership will be chal-
lenging the need for this closure and the timing between 
7pm and 7am, particularly at the start of the 2017 tourist 
season.’

BEAR Scotland told the Lochaber Times it is planning 
to carry out more than £260,000 of resurfacing improve-
ments to a section of the A82 near Tulla Cottage in May.

A spokesperson added: ‘At the moment the scheme is 
programmed to take place overnight from Sunday May 
7 to Friday May 19, 7pm to 7am each night, avoiding 
working on busier weekend nights.

‘Because of the nature of the works and to keep everyone 
safe during the improvements, a road closure will need to 
be in place each night during working hours. However, 
as is usual practice with overnight closures in this area, 
we will ensure local access is maintained which will help 
limit the disruption to road users and local businesses.

‘Every effort has been made to limit the overall impact 
of the scheme. A consultation letter was issued on Tues-
day about the scheme to inform local businesses, the local 
authority and emergency services and alert them to our 
proposals, as well as invite any feedback in the planning 
stages of this scheme. Any feedback will be noted and 
considered in the final programming.

‘Further information will be provided closer to the 
construction start date to inform stakeholders of the final 
programme of works.’

Community vindicated over long 
battle for road crossings on A830

Apply now  
for Gaelic 
course

Wildfi re 
warning 
issued

RESIDENTS in Kilmallie, 
Bana vie and Corpach were vin-
dicated this week after Trans-
port Scotland finally accepted 
the need for controlled crossings 
on the A830.

Transport Scotland area 
manager David Devine met 
members of Kilmallie Commu-
nity Council on Monday night 
to report that traffic surveys at 
Banavie swing bridge and the 
Co-op in Corpach showed there 
was a need for marked crossings 
with pedestrian controls.

A full feasibility study of both 
areas will now be carried out in 

the summer. Caol and Mallaig 
councillor Ben Thompson told 
the Lochaber Times it was a 
‘major breakthrough’ for the 
community after Transport 
Scotland had denied the need 
for pedestrian crossings.

‘The community efforts of 
residents, the community coun-
cil and the Lochaber Disability 
Access Panel, who have been 
campaigning for 15  years, is 
starting to bear fruit.’

Mr Thompson said previous 
surveys showed, during evening 
rush hour, there is only a 
five-second gap between cars 
making it impossible for people 
to get across the road.

‘This is a high priority for us 

and, hopefully, at the meeting 
we made this clear.’

Banavie resident Annette 
Hobson, who is registered blind 
and has trouble hearing, said 
she has been campaigning for a 
controlled crossing for years.

In January, she was involved in 
a near miss on the Fort William 
to Mallaig stretch near the swing 
bridge, which she thinks has 
been a factor in the decision.

She told the Lochaber Times: 
‘It’s a very contentious issue for 
me and it’s been a long haul. I 
nearly got rid of my guide dog 
because I was so worried about 
her safety. Every time I have to 
cross that road my stomach is in 
knots. It’s terrifying.

‘This is a significant break-
through and I hope we can 
continue to make progress and 
get the crossings sooner rather 
than later.’

Mr Thompson explained while 
Transport Scotland has funding 
for the feasibility study in the 
next financial year, it does not 
have money set aside to put the 
crossing in.

When asked if he was con-
cerned about this, he said: ‘I’ll 
continue to be concerned until 
the crossings are in place and 
continue to put pressure on 
Transport Scotland to make 
sure they go in.’

Ms Hobson also shared the 
councillor’s concerns. She said: 

‘The fact there may not be a 
budget for the crossing is ridicu-
lous and I’m worried they’ll stall 
things because they are looking 
for the money.’

A Transport Scotland spokes-
person said: ‘The feasibility 
studies will be carried out in the 
coming months to make sure we 
have a clear picture of what is 
required at these locations. We 
need to see the results of these 
before the financial implications 
can be considered.’

Chairwoman of Kilmallie 
Community Council Chris-
tine Hutchison said: ‘This is 
positive in that we are going 
forward rather than standing 
still. It’s better than where we 

were because now something is 
happening. We will see what the 
study throws up.’

Councillor Allan Henderson 
said: ‘What now needs to be fully 
examined is the habits of pedestri-
ans – for instance, when they cross 
from Montrose Mansions to the 
Corpach shop. As this involves 
car parking and a loading bay for 
the shop, it needs to be carefully 
examined to make sure any lights 
installed would be in exactly the 
right place.

‘This really vindicates the 
work done by Kilmallie Com-
munity Council, councillors and 
residents to prove to Transport 
Scotland there is a problem with 
pedestrians crossing this road.’

Caol police station in 1990. He 
joined the CID in Fort William 
in 1998 and in 1999 was made a 
unit sergeant, before becoming 
area inspector in 2011.

Donald had his final day on 
the beat on February 27 and is 
now taking the last of his annual 
leave before he officially retires 
in May. Donald said it was a dif-
ficult decision to step away from 
the role and he is not planning to 
slow down any time soon.

‘For me, it’s not retirement. It’s 
a change in direction. I’m going 
back to my first occupation as a 
self-employed joiner.’

Reflecting on his time on the 
force, he said: ‘You have to deal 
with tragedy and death but highs 
come from providing a service 
to the community. It’s been 
very enjoyable serving in this 
beautiful part of the country. 
Handing back my work mobile 
was poignant for me as I’d had 
that number for 18 years and 
become so attached to it.’

Donald says he is looking 
forward to ‘continuing to help 

people where I can’. On March 
10, Donald marked his retire-
ment with a ceilidh in the West 
End Hotel, which was attended 
by around 150 of his police col-
leagues, past and present.

He said: ‘A good evening was 
had by all. Music was provided 
by Trail West and I was present-
ed with a tune by Ian MacFar-
lane of Glenfinnan to mark my 
leaving: Inspector Donnie Barra’s 
March.’

 Isla Campbell, 42, was brought 
up in Fort William and joined 
the then Grampian Police in 
1991 as a cadet. She became a 
PC in 1993 and worked in Banff 
and Buchan before joining the 
CID for six years in Peterhead 
and Aberdeen.

Prior to her move to Fort Wil-
liam to be nearer to her family, 
she worked in the area control 
room in Aberdeen.

Isla said: ‘One of the best 
things about a career in policing 
is that you can experience many 
different roles.’

She said taking over from Don-

ald ‘all happened very quickly’ 
and has wasted no time getting 
stuck into her new role.

She said: ‘I am gradually 
introducing myself to colleagues 
in partner agencies, voluntary 
groups and elected members 
who I hope to continue excellent 
working relationships with.’

She added Donald had been 
‘very helpful during this tran-
sition’. ‘I have had a very warm 
welcome and am delighted to 
be back in my home town and 
serving the local community. I 
am very lucky Donald has left 
me a very dedicated, motivated 
and flexible team determined 
to provide the best service pos-
sible.’ She is aware, however, of 
the more difficult aspects of the 
role, particularly in such a rural 
area. ‘I will be spending time 
visiting the stations in Mallaig, 
Strontian and Glencoe, and 
getting to know my new beat in 
more detail. I am still settling 
in, but am looking forward to 
many happy years of policing in 
Lochaber.’

New inspector takes the helm in Fort 

Fort court hears Caol cabbie acted 
‘proportionately’ in rift at bookie’s

Unusual wedding wheels 
for Gairlochy couple

Road group contests 
A82 closure plans
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PARENTS and pupils 
planning to build a new 
school in Strontian enjoyed 
a posh fundraising tea 
earlier this month.

Strontian parents have 
formed a community 
benefit society to build 
and manage a communi-
ty-owned primary school 
to replace the existing 
dilapidated school.

To date, Strontian Com-
munity School Building 
Limited (SCSB) has 
raised more than £150,000 
through a share offer, 
grants and ceilidhs, and 
their most recent event was 
a posh tea in the village 
hall.

Reverend Donald Mc-
Corkindale from SCSB 
said the group is always 
trying to think of different 
ways to raise money and the 
tea on Saturday March 11 
was a great success, raising 
more than £300.

He added: ‘With the 
community share offer at 
£156,000 and donations 
still coming in, the project 
is on a good financial 
footing. Bids are in from 
the contractors and we an-
ticipate being in a position 
to award the tender soon. 

‘The land purchase 
should be completed soon. 
That will probably be the 
next significant milestone.’

Children from Strontian helped out at the posh tea to help raise funds for their new 
school.

Dive UHI and LEG collected 24 bags of litter from the shoreline around the 
Great Glen Way path. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

TWENTY-FOUR members 
of the UHI Diving Club (Dive 
UHI) and Lochaber Environ-
mental Group (LEG) removed 
more than 160kgs of litter from 
the the shoreline along the Great 
Glen Way on Friday morning, 
March 24.

A total of 24 bags of litter were 
removed from the shoreline, 
weighing a total of 168kgs.

Dive UHI member Kara Scott 
and LEG’s Rebecca Thoms 
organised the litter pick as a 
fundraiser for the diving club 
and to help the environment.

Miss Scott said: ‘We found an 
old rusty bike, a tumble dryer 
drum, a radiator, an exhaust 
pipe and a starter motor for a 
car.’

She added they had also found 
filled dog waste bags, sanitary 
products, fireworks, clothes and 
broken glass, all of which dam-
age the environment.

Miss Thoms said: ‘People think 
they are doing the right thing but 
they don’t realise dog waste bags 
won’t biodegrade for years and 
years.’

The dive club has started 
training with Seasearch so that 
members look out for litter when 
diving and can keep an eye on 
key species.

Miss Scott said: ‘We want to 
raise awareness for the envi-
ronment. We want to make a 
difference and spread the word.’

C Webster and Son, an Aird-
ire-based lighting wholesaler, 
sponsored Dive UHI £100 for 
the beach clean and a further 
£60 was raised by members.

Nevis Landscape Partnership 
provided litter picking equip-
ment including litter picks, 
gloves and tabards.

Miss Scott thanked sponsors 
Nevis Landscape Partnership 
and LEG.

A R D N A M U R C H A N 
High School staff and com-
munity members who go the 
extra mile were celebrated 
at a special event on March 
15.

Head teacher Christopher 
Millar-Craig and depute 
Simon Patterson showcased 
the collaborative work by 
various partner organi-
sations. The Partnership 
Award, in memory of the 
late Iain Cameron, was pre-
sented by Louise Cameron.

This year, after significant 
after-school work involved 
in the school pantomime, 
the award went jointly to 
Jillian Anderson, who 
also offered extensive af-
ter-school music, and Patri-
cia Kennedy, also mentor to 
award-winning young chef 
candidates.

Louise Cameron, who 
established the award in 
2004, said: ‘There is recog-
nition of the huge effort that 
goes into the pantomime 
evening. As such, it is fitting 
for the award to be jointly 
awarded to Jillian Anderson 
and Trish Kennedy this 
year. I hope they both feel 
their peers recognise, and 
the school community 
appreciates, the extra work 
and effort they put into Ard-
namurchan High School.’

THE SUN shone as the Hebridean Princess became the 
first cruise liner to visit Fort William in 2017.

The luxury liner sailed in on March 22 having jour-
neyed around the Western Isles carrying 41 guests and 
crew.

The Hebridean Princess, which started life as a 
Caledonian MacBrayne car ferry and Royal Mail ship, 
arrived around 9am and left again early evening.

She is the first of seven cruise ships whose passengers 
will make use of the new pontoons this year with Boud-
icca returning on Wednesday May 10.

Sarah Kennedy, from Fort William Marina and Shore-
line Company which installed the pontoons last year, 
said all the passengers were very impressed.

‘We were so happy that our guests had such a lovely 
arrival into Fort William,’ she added.

‘There were trips laid on for the passengers. They 
headed off to Glenfinnan in the morning and Glencoe 
in the afternoon and some went into town. I gave the 
captain honey and a candle made from Lochaber bees 
and he thanked me for sorting out the weather for them. 
We are really excited about the next visits.  

‘We have learned from last year regarding the amount 
of volunteers we need and logistics of getting people off 
the boat and out the car park safely, and we are planning 
events hoping that everyone who comes ashore loves 
Fort William and they go and tell their friends to visit 
too.’

RAASAY Primary School pupils got some expert 
help with their submission to the Carbon Clever 
Earth Hour Challenge.

Seonaidh MacKenzie from BBC Alba helped the 
children make a 20-second film with an eco message 
relating to sustainability and responsibility to the 
planet when she visited the school on Monday March 
13 .

The school based its film on its all-weather garden-
ing project.

A school spokesperson said: ‘We spent the day in 
and around the school, at the shop and at the beach 
before returning to class to edit the shots. We were 
delighted that both the project and the film were 
featured on BBC Alba news last week and we have 
had great feedback.’

For taking part, the school has already received 
£100 from the Highland Council’s Climate Change 
Department, which organises the challenge.

‘We have bought a solar-powered water feature for 
our pond with the money,’ added the school spokes-
person. ‘This will keep the water oxygenated which 
will help plants and wildlife around the pond. Our 
film can be viewed on Youtube. Search for Raasay 
Primary School Earth Hour Challenge.’

The children get ready for � lming. 

THE OUTDOOR Capital of the UK team is looking 
for members of the public to help stage a flash mob in 
Mallaig next month.

On Friday April 14, the group hopes to have as many 
people as possible dressed up in outdoor capital themed 
costumes - climbers, mountain bikers, fishermen and 
farmers - or as characters from films that have been 
made in the area including Harry Potter, Braveheart or 
James Bond.

Outdoor Capital destination manager Chris O’Brien 
said: ‘The flash mob will be part of a campaign to raise 
awareness of the outdoor capital and Mallaig in particu-
lar. We want to show off what a fun place it is.’

The flash mob will be filmed and broadcast as widely 
as possible to encourage people to visit the area. The 
campaign will also feature a photo competition with 
prizes for the best photos posted on social media with 
the hashtag #myoutdoorcapital.

Anyone interested in taking part or looking for more 
information should contact OCUK on 01397 705 765 
or email chris.obrien@lochaberchamber.co.uk or jodie.
fraser@lochaberchamber.co.uk.

THE ROTARY Club of 
Lochaber is helping the 
fight against polio by enjoy-
ing Tiptree plum jam.

Wilkin and Sons, which 
makes jams and preserves, 
has supplied 52,000 jars 
of the plum jam, with the 
fruit grown on its farm at 
Tiptree, to help Rotarians 
the length and breadth of 
Britain raise funds for the 
charity Purple4Polio.

The aim is to raise £1 mil-
lion and with match funding 
through the Bill and Melin-

The Rotary Club of Lochaber enjoyed the jam at their lunch on March 22. 

A FORT Augustus busi-
nessman has won a top 
national award thanks to 
members of the public.

Ronald Mackenzie, owner 
of Cruise Loch Ness, was 
named businessman of the 
year award at the Scottish 
Small and Medium-sized 
Enterprises (SME) business 
awards. 

Mr Mackenzie said: ‘I’m 
surprised but absolutely 
delighted to have won this 
award. It’s particularly 
pleasing that it’s members 
of the public who voted.’

Mr Mackenzie, who 
became a partner in the 
business at the age of 19, has 
recently invested in a £1.2m 
catamaran, which will be 
ready to set sail on Loch 
Ness this summer.

He added: ‘I’d like to 
thank all the customers who 
voted for me. The award 
isn’t just for myself but it’s 
for the whole team at Cruise 
Loch Ness.’

Ronald Mackenzie with his 
award. 

THE LOCHABER Federation of the Scottish Women’s 
Institute (SWI) gathered for its spring rally.

The main attraction of the event in the Salvation Hall 
was a floral art demonstration by Margaret Bellwood.

In a ‘surprisingly’ short amount of time, Mrs Bellwood 
produced four attractive arrangements using various 
gold and red flowers.

As one of these contained two separate containers, five 
lucky members went home with beautiful arrangements.

Edythe Knowles won the competition for a flower 
arrangement in an egg cup and Christine Haynes was 
first in the bowl of spring bulbs competition.

Sheila MacKinnon of the Spean Bridge institute won 
the three fruit marmalade competition which will be the 
federation entry in the Gardening Scotland Competition 
in June. The afternoon ended with a delicious tea pro-
vided by Ardgour institute.

Sleat

Members of the SWI Lochaber Federation admire one 
of the the � oral arrangements on display at the rally.

Mallaig

Fort William

Fort Augustus

LUNDAVRA Primary School 
pupils have been getting on their 
bikes for the Big Pedal 2017.

The pupils are at the half-way 
point of the two-week challenge 
which encourages youngsters to 
cycle, scoot, or walk as a healthier, 
environmental friendly alternative 
to being driven or taking the bus.

Pupils from all classes have been 
taking part and there has been a 

huge increase in the numbers of 
pupils cycling since the challenge 
began.

Primary seven teacher Alison 
Stephen, who has been co-ordi-
nating the event said: 'Because our 
school is on a hill the children don't 
normally cycle but they've been 
enjoying the challenge and every 
day the number is increasing.'

She explained that out of 200 

pupils in the school, roughly four 
regularly cycled to school before 
the challenge started and by the 
end of the first week there were 74 
children arriving at school on two 
wheels.

Aside from the health benefits 
and helping the environment, 
there is another incentive for the 
children to pedal their way to class. 
Each day the children cycle they 

are given a raffle ticket which is 
entered into a prize draw, meaning 
the more days a child cycles the 
more chance they have of winning 
a prize.

Mrs Stephen added she hopes 
that getting primary age children 
interested in cycling should bode 
well for the future and hopefully 
they will keep up the habit as they 
get older.

Lundavara pupils have been enjoying cycling to school for the Big Pedal 2017. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.  

Pupils pedal ahead with bike challenge

Lochaber Rotarians continue 
fi ght to rid the world of polio

da Gates Foundation this 
£1 million will become £3 
million.

At the Rotary lunchtime 
meeting on March 22, 
Lochaber Rotarians paid 
£2 for a jar of the jam. Once 
they have eaten the jam, 
they will then fill up the 
empty jar with money.

The Rotary polio cam-
paign dates back to 1985 
when Rotarians made an 
ambitious promise to moth-
ers across the world that 
polio would be eradicated 

and their children would no 
longer suffer from the life 
threatening and crippling 
disease. That promise is on 
the brink of being fulfilled, 
with just 37 polio cases in 
three countries in 2016. 
There are real hopes 2017 
will see the last case.

President Paula said: 
‘Ending polio is just one 
of the hundreds of initi-
atives Rotary is involved 
in to make a difference to 
communities at home and 
abroad.’

Ardnamurchan

Raasay

Leading the way with Great Glen shoreline litter pick

Posh tea for school cash
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Mike and Lisa 
have split up
...she’s browsing 
while he’s paying

Conservatories

Solar panels

Windows

Guess I’d 
better get 
comfy. 
Hey Lisa, 
we’re 
in the 
paper!

I didn’t realise 
Cairngorm did 
so much!

Kitchens

MORVERN
lines
The Monarch of 
the Glen is saved
IN NOVEMBER last year I 
drew attention in this column 
to the likelihood of one of 
Scotland’s most stunning 
picture being placed on the 
open market. 

There was good news from 
Edinburgh the other day 
confirming that The Monarch 
of the Glen painting is not now 
to be auctioned to the highest 
bidder but will remain on 
public display after a success-
ful £4 million fundraising 
campaign.

Thank you, Oban Times 
readers, as I know many of you 
wrote to the Scottish culture 
secretary asking her to halt 
the sale and sent donations 
towards its purchase.

This famous work, painted 
in 1851 by Sir Edwin Land-
seer, featuring the image of 
12-pointer stag in a misty 
Highland corrie, has been 
bought by the National 
Galleries of Scotland. 

Diageo, the drinks company 
who had loaned the painting 
to the National Museum of 
Scotland in Edinburgh for the 
past 17 years, announced its 
intention to dispose of half of 
the expected £8 million asking 
price to help it remain on 
public view in Scotland.

A fundraising drive was 
launched last year. With help 
from Diageo, the National 
Lottery, the Art Fund, the 
Scottish Government, private 
trusts, foundations and, above 
all, the public, the painting has 
been secured.

Sir John Leighton, NGS 
director-general, said: ‘We are 
thrilled that we have been able 
to secure this iconic work for 
the national collection. 

The enormous support from 

the public has been incred-
ible with donations coming 
from all over the world and 
from the length and breadth 
of Scotland and the United 
Kingdom.’

David Cutter, Diageo’s 
senior Scottish director, said: 
‘We are very happy to have 
partnered with the NGS and 
to see the positive outcome 
of that with the Monarch 
of the Glen passing into 
permanent public ownership 
in Scotland for the first time 
in its history.

‘There are plans for it to go 
on tour around Scotland with 
funding from the National 
Lottery and the Scottish 
Government.’

I hope the tour will take it 
to Lochaber’s exclusive 
Resipole Gallery lying below 

the deer-filled, misty corries 
of Sunart, which enjoys an 
international reputation for 
its high quality mountain and 
moorland pictures.

Landseer often stayed at 
Glenquoich in West Inver-
ness-shire where he used its 
hills and rocks as a backdrop 
for this king of paintings. 
Edward C Ellice, the laird 
of Glenquoich, wrote in his 
important ‘Place-Names of 
Glengarry and Glenquoich’ 
(published 1930) of an 
incident involving Landseer.

Ellice recorded: ‘Sir Edwin 
Landseer being at Glenquoich 
[in 1861], I allowed him to take 
to the hill, the old tracker dog, 
Rifler. He was a cross between 
the deer and foxhound and the 
best tracker I ever knew.’

Landseer wounded a stag 

early in the day above Dere-
lochy and loosened the dog. 
Both disappeared and couldn’t 
be found until much later 
when some men working on 
the road below, told Landseer 
that they had spotted both 
going into a steep-sided burn 
which they had not come 
out of. 

On investigation, Landseer 
found the dog lying asleep 
beside the dead stag and 
sketched the scene which he 
later presented to his host.

The overwhelming response 
to the fundraising not only 
underlines the technical bril-
liance of the picture but also 
establishes the admiration 
held by the public for red deer 
which are now being pushed 
towards extinction by certain 
conservation groups to make 

way for long-dead species in 
so-called Living Landscape 
projects.

Lent … and 
an old recipe
LENT, which this year began 
on March 1 and will end on 
Thursday April 13, is a period 
of reflection and preparation 
for the celebration of Easter.

Christians who observe Lent 
use it as a time for prayer and 
penance and to give up certain 
vices such as rich food, alcohol, 
smoking or try to shed a 
few pounds in weight. We are 
told that Theresa May, our 
Prime Minister, has stopped 
eating salt and vinegar crisps 
and, more recently it is 
rumoured, Scotch eggs, for 40 
days.

Giving up something we like 
is probably not as popular as 
it used to be. In times gone 
by the pious would often 
think of distractions such 
as using biblical quotations 
as a set of instructions that 
describes how to prepare or 
make something, especially a 
culinary dish. A popular one 
was the Scripture Cake. The 
ingredients are: four and a 
half cupfuls of 1 Kings 4:22; 
one and a half cups of Judges 
5:25; 2 cupfuls of Jeremiah 
6:20; 2 cupfuls of 1 Samuel 
30:12; 2 cupfuls of Nahum 
3:12; one cupful of Numbers 
17:8; two tablespoonfuls of 1 
Samuel 14:25; six tablespoons 
of Jeremiah 17:11; half 
a cupful of Judges 4:19; 
2 tablespoonfuls of Amos 4:5. 
Add a pinch of Leviticus 2:13 
and season to taste with 11 
Chronicles 9:9.

Finally, follow Solomon’s 
prescription for making a 
good boy in Proverbs 23:14 
and you will have a fine cake 

Sir Edwin Landseer’s little known sketch made at Glenquoich in 1861.

Sun shines for Invergarry 
Sheep Dog Trial success
AS THE sun shone on Lochaber 
at the weekend, people from 
all over Scotland descended on 
Invergarry to take part in the 
sheep dog trial.

Sixty dogs took part in Sat-
urday’s (March 25) event, with 
some coming from as far away 
as Finland to take part in the 
annual gathering.

Event organiser Mike MacNal-
ly, who started in the trials in 
1994, told the Lochaber Times: 
‘I was coming up for 40 years of 
age and was trying to put some 
personal problems behind me. I 
had been competing in trials at 
a fairly low level for a few years 
and had received a lot of encour-
agement and support, and made 
a lot of friends, on the Highland 
trialling circuit.

‘I decided to put on a trial as 
a means of thanking them, a day 
out and a bit of craic. 

‘Originally it was by invitation 
only but from the outset I had 
people calling me and asking if 
they could come and get a run. 
After three years or so, with 
numbers swelling, it became 
obvious that the trial was 
outgrowing itself. So a small 
committee was formed under 
the name Invergarry and Dis-
trict Sheepdog Society and the 
decision was made to open the 
trial to all-comers.’

Now the society is made up of 
Mike, his brother Lea and Wil-
liam Walker. On occasion the 
trial have had well over 70 dogs 
participating.

Since its inception the trail 
has raised many thousands of 
pounds for charities. Benefi-
ciaries have ranged from junior 

football and shinty in the local 
area, the Lochaber Hydrother-
apy Pool, Search and Rescue 
Dogs Association, and the 
Highland Hospice. This year the 
money raised is being donated to 
the Royal Scottish Agriculture 
Benevolent Institute.

Mr MacNally said: ‘We are 
extremely indebted to all the 
businesses and individuals, 
locally, throughout Lochaber, 
and in Inverness, who support us 
year in, year out, so that we have 
a superb prize and raffle table. 
We are also extremely grateful 
to the Gordon family from 
Blair Atholl, who allow us the 
use of the venue and the sheep 
annually.’

Anja Lehtio, from Finland, 
had come to Scotland for the 
lambing season but had travelled 
to Invergarry to take part in the 
trial. She said: ‘I compete back 

at home, but it is really small in 
Finland. I started doing it back 
in 2008 with agility before I got 
caught up in the trails.’

The Invergarry trial is one of 
three open events in or around 
Lochaber. The Great Glen 
Sheep Dog Trial Society holds 
its open trial at Achindaul 
Farm, and Fort Augustus open 
trial takes place on a Saturday in 
August.

An independent trial, simply 
known as the Lochaber trial, 
is held in September. This is 
also restricted and is reputed 
to be one of the oldest trials in 
Scotland.

‘Nowadays, with huge areas of 
Lochaber’s hills being cleared of 
sheep, and the resultant loss of 
full-time shepherds, it is difficult 
to see what the long-term future 
holds for trialling,’ said Mr 
MacNally.

‘Certainly, numbers have fallen 
away at a local level and it is dif-
ficult to know how to reverse this 
trend. As long as the open trials 
are still well supported and trials 
venues and sheep are still avail-
able, the small but dedicated 
committees running the various 
trials will continue these events 
throughout Lochaber.’
Results

1. Lotta Magnusson (Alyth) 
Kate 93/100.

2. M MacNally (Invergarry) 
Finn 92.

3. P Martin (Glenlyon) Jill 92.
4. J MacKillop (Fort Augustus) 

Joe 86.
5. A Carnegie (Comrie) Nap 86.
6. Anja Lehtio (Finland) Rhy 

84.
7. M Magnusson (Alyth) Nap 

84.
8. S MacCulloch (Ayrshire) 

Risp 81.

Clockwise from 
left: Invergarry and 
District Sheepdog 
Society committee 
members, Lea 
MacNally, William 
Walker and Mike 
MacNally; some of 
the shepherds and 
their dogs at the 
event; visitors from 
Finland came to 
Invergarry to take 
part in the trials; 
the competition 
was strong on the 
day. Photographs: 
Iain Ferguson, The 
Write Image.

ELLIE FORBES
fort@obantimes.co.uk
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Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Days gone by – Billy Smith’s buses
Oban Times reader Nigel MacKenzie Campbell, from Dumbarton, sent in this splendid photograph with a note 

reading: ‘This is just one of Billy Smith’s buses at the Railway Pier in Oban aroud the 1960s. He ran the service from 
Easdale to Cuan Ferry, picking up passengers en route to Oban.’

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Social media

There are some public facilities that are absolutely 
crucial to the communities – especially remote ones 

– which they serve. 
A very good case in point is the community hall on 

Raasay, where a spirited campaign has been launched to 
save it after botched workmanship left it in a condition 
that was described as battered and bruised.

Raasay Community Association (RCA), which owns 
and runs the hall, quite rightly says it has become a 
‘vital asset to the community’ since its opening in 2009. 

The importance to such communities as Raasay of 

having these facilities cannot be overstated – but not 
just for the people who live there.

Losing such assets as the public hall is the kind of 
salami slicing that diminishes the quality of life for all 
who live on the island and contributes to the problem 
of depopulation, an issue that is of far wider concern.

The RCA is now looking at having to fund repairs 
likely to cost in excess of £18,000, a significant sum. 
It has been helped by a local builder giving favourable 
rates. Well done to all concerned, and good luck with 
the fundraising.

Macphail

ANGUS MACPHAIL
angusmacphail@yahoo.co.uk 

We should all enjoy 
the power of partying
THERE are few things in life as 
exhilarating as a pure unadulterated 
party. When it lasts for three days and 
only stops to allow short periods of 
sleep, it leaves a lasting impression.

Such was the experience of the stag 
trip to Donegal last weekend. 

Over the years, this type of activity 
has become increasingly rare for 
me as life has moved from the care-
free wonders of being a music student 
to the more exacting routine of being 
(slightly) grown-up.

I am not for a minute advocating 
a society that spends all its free time 
in this euphoric mode of celebration, 
but I do think we should do it a little 
more often.

In what used to be normal circum-
stances, I would not dream of writing 
publically about such activities, but 
with the curse of Facebook, it’s like 
having a correspondent from News 24 
reporting candidly on events through-
out the duration, so all is in the public 
domain anyway. 

To give some context to my ram-
blings, we left the Park Bar in Glas-
gow at 7am on Friday and returned at 
around 5pm on Sunday. 

The stag himself is my best friend 
from school and, as I am a second-
ary best man at the wedding, my 
fully partaking in the activities at the 
weekend was not optional but a duty 
to tradition and custom.

By bus, we travelled to Cairnryan, 
where we boarded the ferry for Bel-
fast, from where we drove on to 
Dungloe in County Donegal. 

The brother of the groom and 
primary best man had organised with 
military precision a schedule of pro-
ceedings that elevated him to being 
the finest event planner I have ever 
seen in action.

On board the bus was a finely-chosen 
crack team of elite ‘scattermasters’ 
with most islands and mainland dis-
tricts being featured on the passenger 
list. Music was a main ingredient to 
the trip, with representatives from the 
Vatersay Boys, Skerryvore, Crooked 
Reel, Trail West and Skipinnish as 
well as many unsigned performers.

The entire crew was well-trained 

in backing vocals for all choruses 
and many unique chants and verses 
were developed as we went.

The weekend was filled with non-
stop highlights too numerous to list, 
but a few were particularly memorable 
for me – music from Hughie, Charlie 
and K T Boyle on Friday night, meet-
ing the legendary boat builder John 
Gaff in Girvan, Jonathon Gillespie’s 
singing of the tragic love song Grace, 
and the Facetime Live broadcast 
to West Hynish were all stand-out 
components.

There is such richness in spending 
time with those whose company we 
enjoy, playing music for pure pleasure 
and collectively honouring an impor-
tant milestone in life progression of 
someone who is obviously very much 
loved and liked by the group celebrat-
ing.

I am certainly guilty, as I’m sure 
most of us are, of not giving enough 
time to this type of leisure activity 
and it is very easy to justify delaying 
or dodging involvement but, as 
last weekend showed, we must not 
underestimate the power and sheer 
enjoyment of partying.

Demolition has begun of the Harbour 
Bowl building in Oban to make way 
for a new Premier Inn hotel. We asked 
readers for their memories.
Willie Reid lamented: ‘I remember the 
beautiful old station being destroyed to 
make way for a huge, ugly white elephant 
that lay empty for years, some shoddily 
built and overpriced yuppie � ats, a glori-
� ed pound shop, and a so called co� ee 
shop that sells possibly the worst co� ee 
on the planet. Welcome to Oban.’
Kenny MacKenzie praised: ‘It’s a good 
thing for the town. Promotes competition 
in the hotel trade and shows the town is 
progressing with new investment. It has 
lain empty and burned out for far too 
long. The fact that visitors to the town 
were dropped o�  beside a run down and 
shabby bowling alley was a little bit of a 
local embarrassment.’

Arlene Campbell recalled: ‘Going 
to work there on a Monday morning 
and � nding out the owner had done a 
runner therefore left with no job ... good 
riddance I say! Was only ever busy on a 
Saturday anyway! Looking forward to 
premier inn coming to town :).’
Murdo MacKenzie said: ‘An absolute 
tyrant running the place. Making cus-
tomers feel unwelcome, changing the 
rules every day on what age you have 
to be to be in the bowling alley without 
adult supervision.’
Gordon Cooper wrote: ‘Absolute white 
elephant with ... glad to see the back of it. 
Well, front and sides too - being demol-
ished! A new hotel too. Oban is thriving.’
Jack Ramsay remembered: ‘Great 
memories of the bowling alley at bull 
sale time, use to have an annual match 
Mull versus the rest of the world. 

Tom Nelson captained the Mull team 
with his yet to be wife and Kenneth 
Headspeath , I captained the rest of the 
world team along with James Andrew 
and the late Andy Buccanan. The ban-
ter was vicious, great times!’
Andrew Shaw suggested: ‘Should of 
knocked it down with a giant bowling 
ball.’
Hannah Karpinski pointed out: ‘I’ve 
lived here nearly seven years and it’s 
been closed the whole time so my 
thought is “about time”.’
Ian Rodgers quipped: ‘Was it actually 
open to the public at one point?’
Nathalie Porter posted: ‘Saturday 
night disco. Never went to the bowling 
alley.’
Euan Beynon said: ‘grandad appre-
ciated the indoor bowls upstairs for a 
wee while!’

‘S E URRAM MÒR a bh’ ann 
dhòmhsa dreuchd chinn-suidhe a’ 
Chomuinn Ghàidhealaich a ghabhail 
thairis aig Coinneimh Bhliadhnail a’ 
Chomuinn sa Ghearasdan Dihaoine 
seo chaidh.

Tha mi gu sònraichte mothachail 
air an obair ionmholta a rinn Iain 
MacLeòid bhon do ghabh mi thairis, 
fad nan deich bliadhna a thug e fhèin 
san dreuchd. 

Chan eil mòran a tha an sàs ann am 
poilitigs na dùthcha neo aig am bheil 
an seòrsa cumhachd a dh’fhaodadh 
feum a dhèanamh dha cor na Gàidh-
lig nach eil air eòlas fhaotainn air 
Iain thar nam bliadhnaichean is e a’ 
strì gun lasachadh às leth a’ chànain, 
agus tha mi air leth toilichte gun lean 
a shaothair agus gum bi luach a chuid 
eòlais cuideachd aig a’ Chomunn 
is e a’ fuireach na bhall den bhòrd-
stiùiridh. 

Sin mar is còir dha cùisean a bhith 
oir tha feum aig iomairt leasachaidh 
na Gàidhlig air a h-uile taic a ghabhas 
faotainn dha, agus mar a tha mi air 
a bhith ag ràdh bho chionn ghoirid 
tha na Mòdan Ionadail agus Mòdan 
Nàiseanta nam pàirtean cudromach 

de dh’obair-liubhairt amasan Phlana 
Nàiseanta na Gàidhlig.

Air an t-seachdain seo chaidh 
bha mi gar brosnachadh cothrom a 
ghabhail beachdan a chur gu Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig air an dreach den treas Pla-
na Nàiseanta a tha an-dràsta a-mach 
airson co-chomhairleachadh poblach 
gu 17 den Chèitean. 

Bha deasbad inntinneach agus 
feumail mun Phlana air Prògram 
Choinnich aig Rèidio nan Gàidheal 
Diardaoin seo chaidh, is dòcha chuala 
cuid agaibh, agus bha mi fhìn glè 
thoilichte leis na thuirt Cathraiche 
a’ Bhùird, Ailean Dòmhnallach, air 
a’ phrògram sin mun na ceangalan 
do-sheachanta a tha eadar leasachadh 
is slàinte cànain feadh na dùthcha 
agus cothroman cosnaidh, taigheada-
is, misneachd, agus fèin-mheas an 
t-sluaigh. 

‘S iomadh bliadhna bho thog Bòrd 
Leasachaidh na Gàidhealtachd an 
dearbh fheallsanachd agus ged a tha 
e beagan tàmailteach ann an cuid 
a dhòighean gum feum sinn cuim-
seachadh air na h-amasan sin fhathast, 
tha iad cho fìor an-diugh ’s a bha iad 
riamh a dh’aindeoin an adhartais 

mhòir a tha sinn air a choileanadh thar 
nam fichead bliadhna is còrr a chaidh. 
‘S math a bhith a’ gabhail misneachd 
à adhartas foghlaim tro mheadhan 
na Gàidhlig is soirbheachadh leithid 
sheirbheisean craolaidh sa chànan, 
ach aig ceann cùise chan eil annta sin 
ach meadhanan cuideachaidh agus 
liubhairt dhan Ghàidhlig agus tha a’ 
cheist mhòr a thaobh co-dhiù bhios 
Gàidhlig a’ mairsinn beò agus a’ fàs 
gu neart às ùr an crochadh air an ìre 
gun nochd an fheadhainn aig am bheil 
‘s am bi comas labhairt sa chànan an 
creideas ann le bhith ga chleachdadh 
anns a h-uile suidheachadh a ghabhas.

 
AS THE new president of An 
Comunn Gaidhealach, I am very 
aware of the challenge which this 
organisation faces to maximise its 
contribution to the realisation of the 
aspirations of the National Plan for 
Gaelic. As a community membership 
body, An Comunn recognises that 
Gaelic’s ultimate survival depends on 
its use in every aspect of daily life.

  
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

SNP has numerous 
achievements
Sir,
Donald J Morrison’s unpleasant letter 
last week (The Oban Times, March 23) 
was peppered with personal insults 
and slights against Nicola Sturgeon but 
contained little of substance about the 
real reasons so many Scots continue 
to demand a referendum for Scottish 
independence. 

Mr Morrison’s theme, which has al-
ready been given a good airing by Ruth 
Davidson, national newspapers and 
others, is that Scotland is ‘sick and tired’ 
of the calls for another referendum and 
that the SNP government should ‘get on 
with the day job’. Both complaints are 
bluster and false outrage.

The mandate for another referendum 
is crystal clear. Circumstances have 
changed dramatically since 2014. The 
choice is no longer between a supposed 
secure continuity (including continued 
membership of the European Union) 
within the UK and the alleged uncer-
tainties of independence, which the No 
campaign advocated in 2014. 

The choice is now between one 
change and uncertainty and another 
change and uncertainty: the change 
to a hard-Brexit UK separated from 
the largest single market in the entire 
world, or to a Scotland free to continue 
its growth as a progressive and success-
ful independent nation. 

The SNP manifesto that returned 56 
of 59 MPs to the Westminster parlia-
ment explicitly included the promise of 
a further referendum if circumstances 
changed so dramatically that one was 
required. The circumstances have 
changed, and continue to change with 
alarming rapidity. The status quo is no 
longer an option, and it is mischievous 
and misleading to suggest that it is.

The SNP government has also been 
getting on with the day job very success-
fully, so to claim otherwise (especially 
without any specifics) is again mislead-
ing. The government’s approval rating 
is about 50 per cent, which, after 10 
years in administration, is exceptionally 
high. 

Clearly, there are plenty of people 
who are not as ‘sick and tired’ as Mr 
Morrison and Ms Davidson would like 
to pretend. 

The full list of this government’s 
achievements literally takes pages, even 
in brief summary, but the following 
few highlights will find many readers 
nodding in agreement that these are 
substantial and welcome improvements 
to life in Scotland, especially by com-
parison with some of the truly worrying 
developments which have taken place in 
England over the same period.

Record funding for the NHS – more 
than £13 billion in 2017, £3.6 billion 
more than when the SNP took office.

Free tuition protected, saving students 
in Scotland up to £27,000 compared to 
the cost of studying in England.

Prescription charges abolished. In 
England, patients are forced to pay 
£8.40 per item.

More than 60,000 affordable homes 
have been completed, with a further 
22,000 households supported into 
home-ownership.

Recorded crime in Scotland at its 
lowest level in 42 years.

All children in primaries 1-3 – around 

135,000 pupils – now benefiting from 
free school meals, saving families 
around £380 per child per year.

Youth unemployment at its lowest rate 
since records began, and the second 
lowest in the EU.

Presumably, Mr Morrison would not 
approve of that list, or of the literally 
hundreds of further achievements I 
could substantiate and provide evidence 
for, if there were space. That is his 
privilege. He is entitled to his opinion, 
and if he wants to make sarcastic and 
derogatory personal comments about 
Ms Sturgeon, free speech also gives 
him the right to do that.

But all of us who are living and work-
ing in Scotland also have the right to our 
own opinions, and to express them. The 
62 per cent of us who voted to remain in 
the EU, and who were promised a ref-
erendum by the Scottish Government 
if Westminster tried to take us out of 
Europe against our will, have the right 
to hold Holyrood to their promise. That 
is the pledge Ms Sturgeon gave, and will 
honour. 

I have spoken with many people who 
are not SNP members, or particularly 
fond of Ms Sturgeon, but who respect 
her determination to give the people 
the opportunity to express their opinion 
and to make their own choice. This is 
not about Nicola Sturgeon and her 
dreams. It is not even about the SNP. 

It is about the people of all parties and 
none, whatever their opinions, who have 
the right to make a real choice about 
Scotland’s future, as the government 
promised them. It is about democracy.

Yowann Byghan,
Ardmaddy View, Clachan Seil.

Anti-SNP letter-writer 
needs to seek help
Sir, 
I usually read with amused contempt 
the various eccentric musings Donald 
J Morrison of Inverness sends out to 
a lot of newspapers on a regular basis 
(Letters, The Oban Times, March 23).

However, can I suggest that, after 
this latest diatribe against our First 
Minister, Nicola Sturgeon, our Scot-
tish Government and all independ-
ence supporters, it is not the First 
Minister who ‘seriously  needs to go 
and lie down in a darkened room and 
get quick and urgent help’.

It appears to me that Mr Morrison 
really needs to seek appropriate help 
with this strange obsessive hatred 
of the First Minister, the party of 
government in Scotland and inde-
pendence supporters. 

The obvious deterioration in his 
musings to being mostly vitriol and 
bile is indicative, I would suggest, 
of that serious virus, rampant Indy 
Jockaphobia.

Jimmy Waugh,
West Laroch, Ballachulish.

Building society 
closure a ‘disaster’
Sir,
I am not sure how many people are 
aware, but the local branch of the 
Yorkshire Building Society (YBS) in 
Oban will be closing in May.

This company is a very prosperous 
building society.

This closure will be disastrous for 
all those who use this society. The 
nearest branch to Oban is in Glasgow 
approximately a 250-mile round trip. 
How helpful will that be to members/
customers of this building society?

YBS is encouraging internet bank-
ing but I know many people do not 
like to use the internet, especially for 
banking. That’s if they are able to get 
a connection.

Also the staff of the branch, who I 
have always found to be very helpful, 
will now have to find new jobs. I fear 
that will be very difficult in Oban.

I would encourage any other mem-
bers or those concerned with this loss 
to Oban to write to the John Heaps, 
chairman of Yorkshire Building So-
ciety, at Yorkshire House, Yorkshire 
Drive, Bradford, BD5 8LJ.

Our town needs to try to save this 
asset.

Jean Alexander, 
Isle of Luing.

Parent ‘dismayed’ at 
timetable change
Sir,
I am frankly dismayed at my acci-
dental discovery that Lochaber High 
School are planning to close at 1.15pm 
on a Friday from this June.

I have a number of objections.
First, I still have a daughter in 

primary school. If I was to collect my 
two children from high school and 
leave the youngest until 3pm on a Fri-
day, there would be uproar. If I have 
to make two separate journeys at two 
different times, it would mean being 
on the road for nearly three hours 
in the busy summer tourist months 
of June and August in Fort William. 
But the head teacher at her primary 
school is not happy at my thoughts of 
collecting her at 1pm because that is 
going to affect her attendance levels.

Secondly, do teenage children not 
need more interaction rather than 
less? Boredom will lead to more 
services like the police being involved 
with teenagers getting into trouble. 
It’s not as if the younger ones at high 
scan get jobs to fill the extra hours 
they will now have on a Friday.

Thirdly, I have three children with 
no back-up childcare. My plan over 
the past 14 years has been when my 
youngest child reached high school, I 
will return to work. One swoop of the 
pen and that is now in jeopardy.  Yes, 
I can work, I can tell any potential 
employer, but just not on a Friday.

My eldest is 14 and this age group 
needs constant monitoring. So if the 
schools are not going to fill those two 
hours, it’s going to have to be the par-
ents who fill that gap. And so I can’t 
work for an employer or build up a 
self-employed business because I will 
now have to supervise two teenagers 
and a runaway primary pupil on a 
Friday afternoon.

Are families not under enough 
pressure financially without having 
to drop two hours from their working 
lives to accommodate the council 
saving money?

The worst part is that I live in the 
centre of Fort William. There are 
parents 20 miles out of town who have 
primary and secondary pupils.

Name and address supplied.
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THE 43RD Lochaber Music 
Festival came to a conclusion 
last Thursday evening with a 
well-attended grand concert in 
Lochaber High School where 
selected performances from 
the previous days were given by 
participants, writes Ellie Forbes.

The festival encourages par-
ticipation by all young people 
across Lochaber and reflects 
the range of activities undertak-
en by schools and other groups.

There were many highlights 
during the week, not least 
the junior and senior Young 
Musician of the Year com-
petitions, sponsored by the 
Rotary Club of Lochaber, and 
the Premier Instrumental and 
Vocal awards.  The winners this 
year were, Ivan Davies (Junior 
Young Musician), Francesca 
Rose (Senior Young Musician), 
Rhona MacKintosh (Premier 
Instrumental Award), Finlay 
Cameron (Premier Scots Tra-
ditional Award) and Annabel 
Brayshaw (Premier Vocal 
Award).

The Burns Club of Lochaber 
also sponsors the festival and 
this year the trophy for Burns 
classes was won by Daniel 
Parfitt from Inverlochy, who 
entertained the concert audi-
ence with a lively rendering of 
Address to a Haggis.

The committee acknowledges 
with gratitude the support 
which has been given over the 
years by the Highland Council 
to ensure the continuity of this 
annual event. It would like to 
thank all those who came from 
near and far to take part in 
classes. Tribute is paid to teach-
ers, parents and performers.

Work has already started 
on the 2018 festival, which will 
take place next March.

Due to space restrictions, full 
results can be found at www.
lochabertimes.co.uk.

Photographs: 
ABrightside Photography

Lochaber Music Festival success

This year’s winners from the Lochaber Music Festival 2017. 

Finlay Cameron won � ve awards, including Premier Scots traditional award; Laura Robertson with 
her haul of trophies from this year’s festival.

Flora Stevenson, solo Scots song girls age 12-14; Fiona Austin with her award for strings solo juniors; 
Jack O’Neill, 1st in chanter solos age 13 and over.

Cerys Denholme, winner of 
violin solos Scots beginners.

John Stewart-Stevenson, winner of violin solo Scots intermediate.

Andrew Orr, 3rd in bagpipe solos novice; Archie Campbell, 1st in chanter solos age 10 and under; 
Arran Stephen, joint 2nd in solo verse boys aged 9 and 10.

Cameron Stephen, 3rd, chanter solos age 12 and under; Gordon Stevenson, 2nd in chanter solos age 
12 and under; Fraser Lindsay, 2nd in chanter solos age 10 and under.

Seamus Stevenson, age 9-10 solo Gaelic song; Ronnie MacIntosh, 1st in bagpipe solos novice; 
Graham Laidlaw, 2nd in bagpipe solos novice.

Owen MacRaild, 3rd in chanter solos age 10 and under; Jac Currie, 1st in chanter solos age 12 and 
under; Shane O’Rua, joint 2nd in boys solo verse aged 9 and 10 from Gaelic school.

Amber MacDonald, Sine MacRae and Megan Campbell with their trophies. Ailsa Jansen, Fiona Jansen and Megan Pescod with their awards.

Lochaber Music School � ddle group – under 18.

Gaelic school choir for Lochaber Music Festival. 
Musicians of the year – junior Ivan Davies and senior Franchesca Rose – with past 

president of Lochaber Rotary Terry Lee, who presented the award. 

Ben Fulford, 1st in bagpipe 
solos 2nd year piobaireachd.

Ewan McGregor, 2nd in 1st-year 
piobaireachd.

� nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/
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Sport

Tony tops scratch 
and handicap 
league 

Rugby

Cricket

Lottery numbers

Fort William                      3
Rothes                   5
Highland League

Football

Defeat 
for Fort 
against 
Rothes

Awards given out at 
sportsman’s dinner

Athletics
10-pin bowling

AN EVENT that owes its 
existence to friendly pub banter 
more than 30 years ago recently 
achieved championship status.

The Scottish Salmon Co Skye 
half-marathon will this year 
host the Scottish Athletics 
North District half-marathon 
championships with 1,000 
runners expected to turn up to 
take on the punishing 13.1-mile 
circuit in June.

The Skye half-marathon 
began in 1984. It started with a 
group of people who happened 
to be sitting in a pub during 
Skye Week. They were asked 
to come up with a community 
event that would attract visitors 
to the island in June.

From the idea, the Skye 
half-marathon began with 140 
runners and, over the years, has 
gone from strength to strength, 
becoming an aspirational chal-
lenge for runners from all over 
the world.

In 2014, electronic chip timing 
was introduced. More recently, 
a major sponsor was secured 
and last year’s event attracted 
in excess of 800 entries.

Mark Crowe, director of 
Skye Events, the not-for-profit 
organisation that runs the half-

Ready to run – from the left: � ve times race winner 
Hugh Campbell, Skye Events chairman Alistair Danter and 

director Mark Crowe. Photograph: Sara Bain.

ANOTHER disappointing loss 
for Fort William as they were 
‘torn to pieces’ by Rothes at 
home.

The local side started Satur-
day’s match strongly, with top 
goalscorer Scottish Davidson 
securing an early lead after 
netting just two minutes into 
the game.

Davidson was quick to make 
it a double, scoring again in the 
25th minute, but Rothes’ Grant 
Munro scored just before half-
time to make it 2-1.

The visitors came out fighting 
in the second half, with Keir 
Smith making the scores level 
in the 52nd minute.

However, Jack Lingard quick-
ly restored the home side’s lead 
just two minutes later.

Now 3-2 up, the Fort looked 
set to take the win, but a second 
yellow card for Michael Ellis 
saw him sent off for a handball.

Munro and Kelvin Main 
netted two more goals before 
Smith made it 5-3 against the 10 
men in the 81st minute.

Speaking to the Lochaber 
Times after the match, Ally 
Ewen said: ‘I’m pretty disap-
pointed to be honest. I thought 
in the first half we were in 
control of the game, and I was 
disappointed to lose the goal 
just before break.

‘We knew Rothes would be up 
for the second half and come 
at us right from the start. Then 
they got the second goal which 
brought the teams level. Again 
disappointed with the cross and 
then Mike Ellis got a second 
booking and sent off for a hand-
ball and I just think it changed 
the game from there.

‘It was backs-to-the-wall stuff 
but then we just got torn to 
pieces to be honest. At 3-2 and 
11 men we could have won the 
game but as soon as we lost the 
man it was curtains.’

It was a disappointing defeat 
for the Fort lads ahead of their 
sportsman’s dinner.

AFTER week two of the 
10- pin bowling singles leagues 
at the Nevis Centre in Fort 
William, Tony Whitelocke 
leads the scratch league with 
32 points, followed by Pam 
Weller on 29 points and Brian 
Johnstone on 27 points.

The handicap league is also 
led by Tony Whitelocke with 
30 points, followed by Brian 
Johnstone on 27 points and 
Pam Weller on 23 points.

Tony Whitelocke leads the 
chase for the Nevis Radio High 
Pin Trophy with 1022 scratch 
pins followed by Pam Weller 
in second with 941 and Brian 
Johnstone in third with 847.

LOCHABER Rugby Club 
travelled to Shetland with an un-
der-strength team last Saturday.

In the past few seasons Shet-
land have put 100-plus points 
against Lochaber so it was 
always going to be a tough game 
for Lochaber.

From the kick-off the ball 
didn’t go 10 so the game was 
restarted with a scrum and 
with a makeshift front row for 
Lochaber, with Ally Rowantree 
playing at hooker for the first 
time, it was unknown how the 
scrums would go.

But Lochaber won the first of 
what would be come a dominant 
display by the forward pack in 
the scrums to follow. After that 
the game turned into a bit of a 
mess with both teams making 
several mistakes in the slippery 
conditions. Shetland took ad-
vantage of one mistake to open 
the scoring. But then things 
started to settle down.

The game was mainly played in 
the middle of the park for most 
of the match and, with Shetland 
having most of the possession, 
Lochaber were on the defensive 
most of the game and occasion-
ally Shetland would eventually 
split the defence to keep the 
scoreboard ticking over.

All that defensive effort finally 
took its toll in the last few min-
utes with Shetland scoring two 
more tries in quick succession 
to win the game 35-0.

Lochaber managed to match 
the physicality of the big Shet-
land team well, with man of the 
match Angus Jenkins putting in 
a huge shift tackling anything 
that moved. Lochaber will look 
to continue these positives when 
they host Deeside this Saturday, 
April 1, at 3pm.

THE WINNING numbers for 
the Kilmallie lottery draw were 
2, 15 and 17. There were no 
winners so the draw for next 
Sunday March 2 is up to £300.

Caol Community Centre 
bingo lotto draw numbers for 
Sunday March 26 were 8, 12 
and 18. There were no winners 
so the draw is up to £300.

There were no winners in 
the Caol Regeneration lotto 
on March 23. The winning 
numbers were 1, 9 and 10. The 
jackpot is up to £300 for the 
draw today (March 30).

The jackpot for the Fort 
William golf club lotto is up to 
£300 for today’s draw (March 
30). The winning numbers last 
week were 7, 9 and 16. There 
were no winners.

Lochaber 
lose out in 
Shetland

WEATHER permitting, Fort 
William Cricket Club will have 
its first outdoor nets this week.

A spokesperson for the club 
told the Lochaber Times: ‘It’s 
always an exciting time with 
the new season less than four 
weeks away. Keep an eye on 
our Facebook page for days 
and times.’

Outdoor nets

Lottery

Skye half-marathon achieves champion status 
marathon, said: ‘Since 2014, we 
have introduced chip timing, 
10k split point timing and event 
merchandise, and people see the 
Skye half-marathon as a more 
organised and professional 
race. We went from 250 runners 
before 2014 to 800 in 2016.

‘This year we agreed on a limit 
of 1,000 and we have already 
received more than 800 entries.

‘The event relies on some of 
the local community groups 
whose volunteers work tireless-
ly behind the scenes.

‘The Rotary Club provides 
marshalls, the Brownies, the 
dancers from Dannsairean An 
Eilein Sgitheanaich help out on 
the day and the Skye and Loch-
alsh Pipe Band lead the starters 
to the line. In turn, thanks to 
our sponsors, fundraising and 
excellent marketing campaigns, 
we have been able to give back 
the small surplus we make from 
the race to help those groups.’

Chairman Alistair Danter 
added: ‘We are one of the big-
gest sports events in the north 
of Scotland. The half-marathon 
is the flagship of all the events 
we put on and it is by striving 
for professionalism that has 
resulted in this evolution.’

The run begins at the brae on 
Dunvegan Road, outside Por-
tree High School and follows 
an undulating course, taking 
in some of north Skye’s most 
breathtaking views. The hardest 
section is a gradual climb on the 
A87 Dunvegan road, culminat-
ing in the steep ascent at the 
infamous Hill at Drumuie.

The reward for the runners 
after reaching the top is an out-
standing view of Portree with 
the Cuillins in the background 
before a fast downhill run to 
the finish line back at the school 
where refreshments, medals 
and congratulations will await 
them.

Five times winner of the Skye 
half-marathon, including last 
year’s event, is 32-year-old Por-
tree marketing director Hugh 
Campbell.

The Scottish Salmon Co Skye 
half-marathon takes place on 
Saturday June 10. The race 
starts at 10.30am and the day 
will include the popular fun 
run, 10k and toddlers’ race.

For further information, visit 
www.skyehalfmarathon.com.

Lochaber Life editor Iain Ferguson presented two gifts to the Fort 
William Football Club to honour the memory of the late David 

MacDonald.  Fort secretary Marie MacMillan accepted the framed 
copy of Lochaber Life with a feature on the club written by David 

and a framed picture of him celebrating a Claggan Park win. Both 
will be displayed in the clubhouse.

Fort William FC top goalscorer and recipient of 
the Golden Boot Award, Scotty Davidson.

Fort William Most Improved Player of the Year, 
Scott Chisholm.

Fort William FC Personality of the Year, Iain 
MacIntyre.

Fort William FC Player of the Year, Iain Foggo, after the presenta-
tion of his trophy by guest speaker former Nottingham Forest and 

Scotland legend John McGovern and manager Ally Ewen. 

Fort William FC Young Player of the Year, 18-year- 
old Alasdair Stark.

Fort William FC players line up behind sportsman’s dinner top table guests and speakers, left to 
right, Sandy Strang, Dave Edwards,  John McGovern and manager Ally Ewen. 
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday March 30, 2017 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva Ferry and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date     am      pm
Thur 01.02 0.3 07.04 4.1 13.24 0.3 19.10 3.9
Fri 01.44 0.3 07.42 4.0 14.05 0.4 19.50 3.8
Sat 02.29 0.5 08.24 3.7 14.50 0.7 20.33 3.6
Sun 03.21 0.8 09.11 3.4 15.42 0.9 21.23 3.3
Mon 04.21 1.1 10.12 3.0 16.43 1.2 22.26 3.0
Tues 05.33 1.4 11.59 2.8 17.54 1.4  **.**  *.*
Wed 00.09 2.9 07.02 1.5 13.57 2.8 19.13 1.4             
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

14
11

9

Thursday Light rain
 Winds moderate south south easterly
 Temperatures 9°C to 12ºC.
Friday Heavy rain showers
 Winds moderate southerly
 Temperatures 7°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 11ºC.


