
Established 1861  No 8335 Thursday 29 December, 2016 www.obantimes.co.uk 85 pence

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

TIMESLINE

Couple arrested 
on drugs charges

Waste collections 
remain the same

Teenager held over 
alleged assault

Man injured in 
attack by dog

Hunt goes on for missing Crystalla
POLICE are continuing 
their inquiries into the disap-
pearance of Crystalla Dean, 
pictured, who was reported 
missing in Oban on Friday 
December 16, and have made 
further appeals for anyone 
with any information to call 
101.

Officers took to the streets 
in Oban last Friday morning 
asking pedestrians and drivers 
if they remembered seeing 
Crystalla on either Thursday 
December 15 or Friday De-
cember 16 with her two dogs.

The dogs are both collie/
lurcher crosses. One has a 
grey and black wiry coat and 

the other has a brown 
and white short coat. 
They may have been 
with Crystalla or they 
may have been seen 
on their own.

Crystalla, 52, was 
last seen by her 
daughter at her 
home in Longsdale 
Crescent at 8pm on 
Thursday December 15. The 
following day, when her mum 
failed to return home, her 
daughter contacted police and 
reported her missing.

Crystalla is described as 
white, around 5ft1 in height, 
with a slim build and curly hair 

which is dyed blue. 
It’s believed she may 
have been wearing 
a red top, jeans and 
boots. Crystalla has 
pet dogs and she 
normally walks them 
in a wooded area be-
yond the cathedral, 
known locally as the 
Witches.

Extensive searches have 
been carried out involving 
Police Scotland’s mountain 
rescue team, marine unit and 
helicopter. 

Officers were assisted by 
partner agencies including 
the Coastguard and the local 

mountain rescue team. How-
ever, all attempts to find 
Crystalla have so far 
been unsuccessful.

Chief Inspector 
Marlene Baillie 
at Oban Police 
Office said: ‘As 
more time passes 
and especially with 
the severe weather, we 
are becoming increasing 
concerned for Crystalla’s 
safety and well-being.

‘I urge anyone who has the 
slightest bit of information 
that may help us locate her 
to contact police immedi-
ately on 101.’

A MAN and a woman, both aged 
52, were arrested and charged 
with being concerned in the 
supply of a controlled drug at a 
house in Oban on Christmas Eve 
following a police operation.

Both were due to appear at 
Oban Sheri�  Court on Wednes-
day.

A 19-YEAR-OLD man was 
arrested in the early hours of 
Christmas Eve following an 
alleged assault at licensed 
premises in Oban.  He was due 
to appear at Oban Sheri�  Court 
yesterday (Wednesday).

BIN COLLECTION days will re-
main the same over the new year 
period.

The civic amenity site at 
Moleigh, Oban, will be closed on 
January 1 and 2 but will be open 
from 10am to 2pm on Tuesday 
January 3. The Glengorm civic 
amenity site on Mull, the Gott 
Bay site on Tiree and the Cliad 
facility on Coll will also be closed 
on January 1 and 2.

POLICE are appealing for wit-
nesses following an incident 
at 10am on Christmas Day near 
Ganavan playing � elds, Oban, 
when a 72-year-old man was 
attacked by a dog and sus-
tained a leg injury. Witnesses 
are asked to call 101.

A baby boy due on January 1 arrived on Christmas Day, much to the surprise of his delighted 
parents Charlotte McManus and David Campbell of Taynuilt. David, 30, and mum Charlotte, 29, 
drove back home from Glasgow late on Christmas Eve thinking ‘nothing was going to happen’, 

Charlotte said, ‘then boom!’ Charlotte went into labour at 3am on Christmas Day and it was 
‘blue lights all the way’ in an ambulance to the Royal Alexandra Hospital in Paisley. Happily, 

Tommy Noel Campbell was delivered safe and well at 11.33am, weighing 7lbs 4oz, and the three 
returned to Taynuilt and Tommy’s brother Evan by 9pm on Christmas Day. 

The perfect Christmas present

Festive chaos as storms 
blast Argyll and the Isles
STORMS named Barbara and 
Conor wreaked havoc in Oban 
and the surrounding areas over 
the festive period. 

Wind speeds of more than 
80mph and lightning strikes 
caused power cuts, loss of mo-
bile phone signal and ferries to 
be cancelled.

On Christmas Day, people 
were unable to contact loved 
ones or get through to call a 
taxi. 

‘It was just a disaster,’ said 
Murray Young of Oban Taxis. 
‘What I do is if I want a break, 
I shove them [telephone calls] 
through to the mobile, but that 
was out.’

Murray went to his daughter’s 
house on Christmas Day to 
spend time with his family. 
As he was out of the office, he 
arranged for calls to go through 
to a mobile phone. However, 
because of the loss of signal, he 
had to go back to the office. 

‘I had to come back out and 
work the landlines,’ he said. ‘It 
was just terrible. And the likes 
of Sunday night, I had to man 
the office all night because I 
couldn’t put it through to the 
mobile. It’s a hassle.’ 

Signal returned to the Oban 
area on Boxing Day afternoon. 

Ferry services also improved 
on Boxing Day, CalMac report-
ed, as sailings began to resume 
after a ‘very difficult weekend of 
festive weather’. However, many 
of the operator’s routes were 
still cancelled, including ferries 
from Oban, Uist and Barra.

‘Thankfully, conditions do 
appear to be improving and we 
are continuously monitoring 

each route,’ said CalMac’s op-
erations director Drew Collier.
‘There is no doubt this has been 
a difficult weekend for our com-
munities, customers, crews and 
port staff and we can hopefully 
look forward to a period of in-
creased certainty for travellers. 

‘I remain appreciative of the 
support and forbearance we 
have experienced in light of 
these conditions, which are out 
of our control but, nonetheless, 
frustrating.’

Islands in the north of Scot-
land were badly affected by the 
storms with tens of thousands of 
homes losing power.

Scottish and Southern Elec-
tricity Networks (SSEN) said 
engineers restored power to 
more than 21,000 homes on 
Tuesday morning. 

The Western Isles were 
the worst affected area, with 
lightning strikes causing 13,000 
customers on Lewis and Harris 
to lose electricity.

Dale Cargill, director of 
customer operations for SSEN, 
said: ‘Our network has stood 
up well to the conditions but we 
won’t be complacent and remain 
prepared to respond quickly to 
disruption to supplies when it is 
safe to do so. 

‘The safety of our customers 
and engineers will remain 
a priority as we continue to 
respond to the impacts of Storm 
Barbara, particularly given 
the presence of lightning and 
continuing poor weather.

‘We are acutely aware of the 
time of year and the increasing 
concern this brings and reassure 
our customers we will be doing 
all we can to keep disruption to a 
minimum. 

‘Any customers who do suffer 
a loss of power can contact us on 
the national power-cut helpline – 
105 – where they can also advise 
if they require extra support from 
our priority service.’

Humza Yousaf, minister for 
transport and the islands, said: 
‘The weather continues to 
present difficulties with Storm 
Conor passing over Scotland 
during Boxing Day.

‘At this time of year, many 
people will be travelling to 
spend time with friends and 
families so we would remind 
the public to check before they 
travel and delay their journey if 
necessary. 

‘Safety must be paramount and 
should always take priority. 

‘This is particularly the case 
in the north of Scotland and the 
islands.

‘The new microsite on the 
TrafficScotland website covers all 
modes of transport and I would 
urge people to check this and in-
formation from other providers. 

‘Many travel companies and op-
erators have also been proactive 
in terms of speaking to customers 
via phone, email, text and social 
media. 

‘This has been a crucial part 
of this year’s mainly successful 
contingency planning so far.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

This has been 
a di�  cult 
weekend

Drew Collier
CalMac operations director
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Hugh Smith’s letter from Islay
Book launch
LIFE and events on Islay have been 
well chronicled over the centuries. 

A selection of these writings have 
been collected and edited by husband 
and wife Les Wilson and Jennie Min-
to in the newly-published Islay Voices, 
which was officially launched at a 
reception in Bowmore’s Celtic House 
on December 12.

This is a rich compilation of excerpts 
from the works of renowned writers 
as  well  as those of lesser known and 
completely unsung scribes.

Among the views of the more 
eminent travellers are those of Skye 
writer Martin Martin, naturalist and 
clergyman John Walker, antiquarian 
Thomas Pennant and botanist Sir 
Joseph Banks.

The anthology also touches on the 
folklorist and polymath John Fran-
cis Campbell, better known as Iain 
Òg Ìle, and quotes from the works of 
the island bards William Livingston 
and Duncan Johnston, and the 
Kilchoman poet brothers Duncan 
and Charles MacNiven.

Also featured are the views of the 
campaigning journalist and land 
reformer John Murdoch, as well 
as the short-lived  attempts by the 
18th-century Stent Committee to 
curb their own social excesses.

Statistical accounts by parish min-
isters make interesting reading, as 
do the snippets from the guide books 
that followed the advent of tourism 
to the island. Probably among the 
best of these is the one written by 
Lauchlan MacNeill Weir, an MP, 
biographer, director of An Comunn 
Ileach and a native of Port Ellen.

Accounts of island tragedies from 
the two world wars cannot fail to 

move, especially those which are still 
in living memory. Land ownership 
and emigration also come under the 
spotlight, as do local distilleries, and 
we are reminded of once thriving 
businesses no longer in operation. 

Photographs illustrating the 
compilation are from the Museum 
of Islay Life at Port Charlotte and 
the front cover features one-time 
Port Wemyss nonagenarian Neil 
MacFadyen, complete with his creel 
of peats, strikingly captured by an 
unknown cameraman.

The book cannot fail to hold the 
interest and reflects Les and Jenni’s 
deep affection for their adopted island. 
This is very much a personal selection 
and it is none the worse for that.

Islay Voices, published by Birlinn, 
costs £20 and is available from var-
ious retail sources, including Celtic 
House at Bowmore.

Standing stones
AN ITEM in a recent Islay letter 
referring to the standing stone at Ball-
inaby prompted retired Plockton High 
School rector Duncan Ferguson to 
send me one of his poems which was 
inspired by standing stones through-
out the Highlands and Islands. 

Duncan’s verse also recalls shinty 

matches played at Lossit shore near 
the Cultoon stone circle and Ball-
inaby on the shortest days of the year 
during the winter solstice.

The retired rector gleaned these 
tales of yore during formative years 
spent in his native Portnahaven.

Bruma/Winter Solstice MMX1

We saw the white-mooned sky
in the black sunless midwinter

and shadowless were the standing 
stones

at Cultoon in Islay and on Colonsay
as the Hebridean heroes prepared

for the clash of the camans 
in the longest match

on the great big shore
on the shortest day of the year

Gu robh math agad a Dhonnachaidh 
agus Bliadhna Mhath Ùr duibh uile.

Blessings
AS WE stand at the cusp of a new 
year, may I wish you all every bless-
ing throughout 2017 and in all the 
days that lie ahead. Mar sin leibh.

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 

Telephone: 01496 810 658

The front cover illustration used in 
Islay Voices.
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Mull seaman celebrates 
52 years in trade union
A MULL seaman has been 
recognised by a trade union for 
his long service spanning more 
than 50 years. 

Dougie MacLachlan has 
been a trade union member for 
52 years. 

He joined the National Union 
of Seamen in 1964 before it 
merged with the railway union 
and became the National 
Union of Rail, Maritime and 
Transport (RMT). 

‘At one time it was closed 
shop,’ he explained. ‘You had 
to be in the union to be at 
sea. It was closed shop for the 
next 20 years.’

The 70-year-old has worked 

all over the world in his role 
as a motorman. He got his 
first job with the help of the 
shipping federation.

‘Everyone got their jobs 
through the shipping federa-
tion,’ he said. 

‘It could be anything and 
it could be anywhere in the 
country.’

Dougie joined MacBrayne’s 
in 1961 and worked on a series 
of smaller ships before working 
on the Columba. 

‘When the Columba came 
out, I went on to it in 1964,’ 
he said. ‘I was on it for about 
a year and then I went away for 
what we call ‘deep sea’. 

‘That is going abroad. I did 
that for 23 years and then I 
came back to MacBraynes or 

CalMac as it had become, on to 
the Isle of Mull and I have been 
there ever since.

‘Being abroad was great, 
absolutely fantastic. I went just 
about everywhere you could 
think of.’

Dougie didn’t have a stand-
out, but there were ‘a few sort 
of favourites’. He said he liked 
New Zealand, the western side 
of Canada, ‘countries that look 
similar to our own’.

Over the years he has seen 
a number of changes in the 
industry. ‘One of the worst is 
the fact that for most young 
people the shipping federation 
has finished. 

‘It is now defunct. It doesn’t 
exist anymore. 

‘Young people could go there 

and get a job almost straight 
away. 

‘The federation would send 
you to wherever a job was 
needed and matched you up 
with a company and that could 
be anywhere in the country. 
Now that doesn’t happen.

‘A change for the better is the 
current living conditions. They 
are much, much better now. 

‘That’s one of the better 
things and, of course, the 
wages. 

‘When I first went to sea the 
wages were very, very poor. 
Now they are very reasonable.’

The man from Mull is ‘still 
going strong’ and is showing no 
signs of slowing down anytime 
soon. ‘I’ll keep going for a wee 
while anyway,’ he said.

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Dougie MacLachlan, tenth left, wearing a blue boiler suit, marks more than 50 years’ service at sea with fellow crew of CalMac’s MV Isle of Mull during the ferry’s 
recent re-� t at dry dock in Liverpool. 

New play opens national tour in Oban
A NEW play is to begin touring 
Scotland after its premiere in Oban.

Scottish actor and director David 
Hayman is back on the stage, repris-
ing a successful character to look at 
where stands Scotland now. 

Bob Cunningham, trade union 
official and protagonist of The Pitiless 
Storm, a one-man show written by 
Chris Dolan which toured extensively 

in the run up to 2014’s referendum, 
returns and he’s not happy.

It’s now two years after the inde-
pendence referendum and Bob has 
stuff on his mind: whether or not to 
take early retirement and why Ethel, 
his ex, who hasn’t been around for 20 
years has suddenly resurfaced. Then 
there’s politics, of course, and what to 
do about the No vote, Corbyn, Brexit. 

The Cause of Thunder, again written 
by Chris Dolan, is to tour Scotland in 
February and March. It is directed by 
David Hayman Junior (David’s son) 
and produced by FairPley. 

David Hayman said: ‘Bob is a 
storyteller. In The Cause of Thunder 
he’s telling his own story and asking 
where he and each of us stands. Is his 
life’s work done? Is he finished? Can 

he come to terms with his, and his 
country’s, past and future?’

The Cause of Thunder will open 
in Oban on February 1 and travel 
across Scotland, including Stornoway 
(February 25) and Campbeltown 
(February 9).

Tickets are available from http://
www.fairpley.com/index.php/the-
cause-of-thunder.

Register 
your child 
for school

Website 
promotes 
safety on 
the water CHILDREN in Argyll and Bute 

who become five years old be-
tween March 1 2017 and Febru-
ary 28 2018 should be registered 
for school the week commencing 
Monday January 16 2017.

Parents and carers should take 
their children to the appropriate 
primary school during that week 
between 10am and 3pm.

If your child is not currently 
registered to attend pre-school 
education within Argyll and 
Bute, you will need their birth 
certificate to enrol them for 
education.

A leaflet providing informa-
tion for parents on enrolling 
their children in school and 
giving details of placing request 
procedures, including under-
age placing requests, can be 
obtained from any school or by 
telephoning 01369 704000.

Gaelic-medium education 
is available in the following 
schools:  Bowmore Primary 
School, Islay; Tiree Primary 
School; Salen Primary School, 
Mull; Rockfield Primary School, 
Oban; Strath of Appin Primary 
School, by Oban; and Sandbank 
Primary School, Dunoon. 

Further information on Gaelic-
medium education can be ob-
tained from Catriona Garvin, 
education support officer 
(Gaelic), by emailing catriona.
garvin2@argyll-bute.gov.uk .

MEMBERS of the public can 
find out what is being done to 
tackle drowning prevention in 
Scotland through a new website.

On average over the past three 
years, there have been 50 acci-
dental fatalities and 29 suicides 
in Scottish waters each year.

Water Safety Scotland, set 
up by the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Accidents in 
2014, aims to understand the 
risks around water in Scotland 
to tackle this issue through a 
number of channels.

The group, made up of 30 
organisations including local 
authorities, charities and the 
Scottish Government, has 
relaunched its website www.
watersafetyscotland.org.uk to 
make it more user-friendly.

Michael Avril, chairman of 
Water Safety Scotland and 
community incident reduction 
manager at the RNLI, said: ‘We 
are working together to raise 
awareness and prevent water-re-
lated fatalities, as drowning 
is one of the leading causes of 
accidental death in Scotland and 
the rest of the UK.

‘While we work to improve 
issues such as education, policy 
and suicide prevention, www.
watersafetyscotland.org.uk will 
help the public to better un-
derstand water risks and what’s 
being done to tackle drowning.’

Water Safety Scotland is 
currently working on a response 
to the UK-wide Drowning 
Prevention Strategy, drawn up 
by the National Water Safety 
Forum, which will be launched 
in March.

At one time it 
was a closed 
shop. You had 
to be in the 
union to be at 
sea. Everyone 
got their job 
through the 
federation”

Dougie MacLachlan

 AS PEOPLE get out and about 
over the festive period to enjoy 
the countryside, NFU Scotland 
is urging dog owners to keep 
their pets under control.

The warning comes after a 
spate of attacks in recent weeks, 
with a number of livestock wor-
rying incidents reported.

Farmers are also being en-
couraged to report incidents 
to police and to note as much 
detail as possible when incidents 
occur or when there are any 
‘near misses’.

Many members of the public 
don’t realise that if their dog is 
found to be worrying livestock, 
the owner could be prosecuted.

Worrying 
warning for 
dog owners

Changes to 
grant fund 
allocations
ARGYLL and Bute Council is 
changing the way it distributes 
grant funding to community 
groups. 

At a policy and resource 
committee meeting, members 
agreed to improve the Third 
Sector Grant Fund and the 
Early Years Fund, both of which 
support the development of 
community groups.

The improvements include 
changing the criteria for grant 
funding so that community 
councils and parent councils can 
apply. And a panel made up of 
members of the public will now 
be able to make recommenda-
tions to the area committee as 
a way of increasing community 
participation in grant decisions.

Application forms can 
be downloaded from the 
council’s website or people 
can email communitydevelop-
ment@argyll-bute.gov.uk or 
telephone 01631 567944.
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ARGYLL Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) has pub-
lished its third annual landlord 
report for tenants.

The landlord report highlights 
tenants’ and other service users’ 
views on ACHA’s services and 
how well the organisation deliv-
ers against a range of indicators 
in the Scottish social housing 
charter. According to the report, 
84 per cent of ACHA tenants 
are satisfied or very satisfied 
with the overall service provid-
ed by the association, which is 
a 20 per cent improvement on 
the previous year. Particularly 
strong areas of performance 
are reflected in the repairs and 
maintenance service, with a 97.8 
per cent satisfaction figure.

The report recognises that 
areas of challenge relate to long-
term void homes, particularly in 
Bute and Campbeltown. This 
has contributed to an average of 
84 days to let a home. 

A spokesperson said: ‘If you 
consider solely the not low 

demand properties the time 
taken was 21 days. Sixty-eight 
properties that had no demand 
and were vacant for more than six 
months contributed to the overall 
void figure.’

Commenting on the landlord 
report, ACHA’s chief executive 
Alastair MacGregor said: ‘Our 
third landlord report highlights 
substantial improvement in 
relation to tenant satisfaction 
with our overall service and 
we appear to be performing 
strongly in relation to repairs 
performance and in tenants’ 
views on value for money with 
respect to their rent where 91 
per cent feel the rent they pay 
represents good value. We are 
committed to working on areas 
of improvement and issues 
around tackling low demand in 
100 properties will be a priority 
for the way forward.’

The full report is available 
on ACHA’s website www.acha.
co.uk, where comments can be 
made.

Sports hub 
meets for 
fi rst time 
in Oban

Tenants’ praise for 
housing association

OBAN Community Sports Hub 
has gathered for its first official 
meeting and highlighted the 
need for more quality coaches 
and referees in the town.   

The community sports hub, 
funded by the national agency 
Sportscotland and Argyll and 
Bute Council, is described as 
‘a collective of sports clubs and 
organisations working together 
in a local community’.

There are 150 sports hubs 
across Scotland, with four in 
Argyll in Cowal, Rothesay, 
Helensburgh and Lomond, and 
the latest in Oban, with plans for 
more in Tiree, Mull and Islay.

Argyll and Bute Council 
explained on its website 
argyllsportshubs.com: ‘Each 
com munity sports hub develops 
its own vision and values to 
ensure all involved are clear on 
the work they will do together, 
which is detailed in a simple, 
clear plan to improve the sport 
on offer.’

Oban community sports hub’s 
‘conversation’ began in the 
Corran Halls in November, with 
representatives from the town’s 
sailing, volleyball, cricket, shinty, 
hockey and bowling clubs, as 
well as from rugby minis and 
Oban High School athletics, 
gathering to discuss their prior-
ities for improving sport in the 
area.

Ideas coalesced around a 
need to train more coaches and 
referees and organising taster ses-
sions for people to try a new sport. 
‘There is a sport for everyone – 
they may not know it yet,’ said the 
council’s community sports hubs 
officer Jillian Gibson, who hoped 
more clubs would get involved 
with each of Argyll’s hubs. The 
next meeting was arranged for 
Wednesday January 18 at 7pm in 
the Corran Halls.

ACHA’s latest new-build has opened in Oban. The Reverend 
Dugald Cameron performed the opening, helped by children 
from the town’s Park Primary School. The new homes are the 
latest phase in ACHA’s 107 home project in Glenshellach, with 

a total value of £15.6million, which has seen 57 new properties 
completed to date with the remaining being built over the next 

two years.

PIPES in Oban are to be re-
furbished to ensure customers 
enjoy the highest quality of 
drinking water well into the 
future.

The £200,000 project will start 
on Monday January 16 with work 
to re-line the internal surface of 
pipes in Glenshellach Terrace. 
This improves the water quality 
from the existing water mains 
by cleaning any deposits that 

have built up over time. Work 
is expected to last around 
eight weeks and coincides with 
Scottish Water’s ongoing con-
struction of a new £29 million 
water treatment plant to serve 
the area.

The new facility, which is 
scheduled to open later in 2017, 
will serve more than 12,000 
customers and have the capacity 
to meet extra demand during 

the summer – when the area’s 
population can double – as well 
as meet the requirements of 
future development.

Ruaridh MacGregor, commu-
nities team manager for Argyll 
and Bute, said: ‘Scottish Water 
is delivering substantial invest-
ment to ensure customers in 
Oban can enjoy the benefits of 
continuous, high-quality drink-
ing water well into the future.

‘Work on the new Tullich water 
treatment works, to the south of 
the town, started earlier this 
year and is progressing well. 
It will ensure the water supply 
meets the requirements of 
stringent quality standards and 
additional demand for drinking 
water in one of Scotland’s most 
popular tourist areas. In the 
new year, we will start work to 
refurbish some of our existing 

water mains in the town. These 
essential supply pipes can vary 
in age and that’s why the up-
grading of pipes when required 
is vital to ensure they are in the 
best possible condition – ensur-
ing we continue to achieve max-
imum water quality and security 
of supply for our customers.’

Work on the water mains re-
furbishment starts on Monday 
January 16 and is expected to 

last for around eight weeks. 
Work is being carried out by 
Scottish Water’s alliance part-
ner, Caledonia Water Alliance 
(CWA).

There will be a road closure on 
Glenshellach Terrace at the rail-
way bridge between Drimvargie 
Road and Dunuaran Road. 

The date of the closure will be 
confirmed in the new year and 
will last for five days.

New investment aims to improve 
quality of Oban’s drinking water
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OBAN’S Kebabish Curry House has opened a new Asian and European buf-
fet-style restaurant.

Over the past few months the award-winning takeaway and restaurant at 99 
George Street, established in 2007, has been renovating the building next door, 
previously known as The Pancake Place and Palava, to create a Pakistani, Indian, 
Chinese and Italian buffet with a set price.

Owner Shaukat Chaudhry, who opened the first kebab shop in Oban and 
now opens its first buffet, writes on Kebabish’s website: ‘Our mouthwatering 
menu ranges from classical dishes from India and Pakistan, dishes ranging 
from revolving donner skewer, slow-cooked lamb, chilli chicken dishes and 
oven-baked chicken dishes to suit all, each cooked fresh to order with the finest 
local produce.

‘At the core of what we desire to achieve is value for money and quality, to 
provide an experience where amazing food, excellent service and hygienic 
atmosphere comes as a minimum expectation.’

On the opening night on Wednesday December 14, Abu Hassan began by 
reciting verses from the Quran, followed by a speech from Imam Mubasser 
Ashfaque who had ‘travelled many journeys together’ with Shaukat, and spoke 
of Christianity and Islam sharing its values and working together. ‘Every human 
being is born with mercy in their heart,’ he said, adding that the point of religion 
‘was to care for others’.

Mr Chaudhry’s uncle, former Governer of Punjab and Glasgow Central MP 
Mohammed Sarwar, the first Muslim to sit in the British parliament, then 
wished all the best to his nephew, ‘a very successful businessman’.

‘He has kept very true to his religious values,’ he continued. ‘Times are chang-
ing. It is very unfortunate there is a misunderstanding of Islam, which has been 
courted by a minority of Muslims. The majority of Muslims are peace-loving 
people. Islam is the religion of peace, equality, compassion, brotherhood, love.

‘I am sure you will have quality food, and this business will be a successful 
restaurant. It is a great honour for me to welcome you all to this restaurant.’

Mr Chaudhry’s other uncle and younger brother of Mr Sarwar, Mr Ramzan, 
was also present at the opening night but could not deliver his speech due to 
lack of time. Mr Ramzan who is multi-millionaire businessman owns United 
Wholesale Cash & Carry in Glasgow and trained Mr Chaudhry in all aspects 
of business.

Mr Chaudhry then thanked all the many individuals and organisations who 
helped him build the restaurant for the Oban community.

The all-you-can-eat buffet toured Asian cuisine, such as Singapore noodles, 
Chinese sweet and sour chicken, South Indian garlic chilli chicken, North In-
dian palak paneer, and lamb bhuna, alongside salads and European favourites 
like pizza, fish and chips, creamy mussels and macaroni cheese, and, for afters, 
a chocolate fountain with kebabed marshmallows, grapes and strawberries.

Left to right, Danyal Ali Chaudhry, Shaukat Chaudhry and Hasmat 
Ali Chaudhry on the opening night of Kebabish.

Mr Ramzan (front left) with Mr Sarwar standing next to him.

SHAUKAT CHAUDHRY
Owner of Kebabish

On this auspicious Wednesday December 14, I had the great honour to make 
the historic grand opening of the newest and most exotic bu� et restaurant 
in Oban, the Kebabish Bu� et Restaurant. After experiencing a magic nine 
years of working hard in Oban, my family and I have realised our dreams – to 
provide a bu� et restaurant that symbolises quality, comfort, a� ordability and 
the signature Pakistani hospitality. I can tell everyone that we have reached 
another milestone. My friends and valued customers let me tell you that 
this big success is simply the result of your tireless support and enthusiasm 
throughout all the years. Your patronage has made us bigger, stronger and an 
award-winning � ne cuisine. I and my family are so proud for having been living 
among the wonderful Oban community and for being cherished and supported 
though all the years, so that we have got the obsession to help the people of 
Oban grow to become a peaceful and helpful society by providing healthy and 
hygienic food. We therefore pledge to keep improving the quality of our food 
and service and start taking a bigger, legal and moral responsibility. A special 
thanks must go to my wife, Samreen Chaudhry, for helping with the decoration, 
my brother, Hashmat Ali Chaudhry, and my son, Danyal Ali Chaudhry, for their 
support by releasing me from the takeaway responsibilities to concentrate 
fully on building the restaurant; my daughter, Humah Saira Ali, for praying 
for me and encouraging me; and our wonderful sta�  who have gone above 
and beyond the levels of responsibility to help us organise the grand opening 
celebration. Last but not least, I must thank my mother, sisters and brothers 
back in Pakistan for their prayers and all of their love and inspiration that has 
totally shaped my entire life. Mum, you have been such a role model for me and 
my entire life – thank you for making me honest, sincere and loyal to everyone. 
On behalf of my family, the management and sta�  of Kebabish, we thank you 
for your support and custom.  
I have really missed my dad on this special occasion who passed away nine 
years ago. If he were still alive  he would be very glad to see his son’s success. He 
taught me about Allah (swt) and Islam, and he taught me right from wrong. He 
taught me about honesty and integrity. He taught me that before I claim to be 
a Muslim, I have to be a man. He taught me these, and many other things, and 
now he is gone.
Kebabish Bu� et Restaurant is now open and I really want to say thank you 
to the builders and contractors and their team for doing such a fabulous job. 
Work took the best part of six months. They turned the old building into a 
beautiful restaurant. I know how di�  cult it can be to get good builders, joiners, 
plumbers, electricians and painters, and we are really lucked out. They worked 
very hard and pulled a few late nights early on when we hit a problem. They 
have been really great and I want them to know how much we appreciate 
their hard work and how much it means to us. On behalf of my family, the 
management and sta�  of Kebabish, we thank all the participants listed below. 
1. Steve and Zoltan from Argyll Bathrooms
2. Khalid Bashir from A1 Signs, Glasgow, for providing the
 best external and internal signage.
3. Owen Hoey from Hamish Hoey and Sons
4. Kenny from Kenneth Ferguson Electrical
5. William Martin from WMD
6. Gary and Donald from D&G Flooring
7. David Cameron from Cameron Builders, Ardrishaig
8. Stevie and Gordon from Lapis Contracts, for providing 
 granite tables and worktops
9. Jimmie Crawford from CP Architects
10. Andy Matthew from Ross Electrical, providing all
 lighting and electrical material
11. David from City Plumbing, providing all the plumbing
 and heating material
12. Ann-Marie from Howdens
13. Michael from Rembrands
14. Steven Forteith for installing A/C units and refrigeration 
15. Kenny from Bidvest, provided crockery and cutlery

Kebabish aims to deliver value for money, amazing food and excellent service

Oban welcomes new 
buffet-style restaurant

Fraser, Robert and Gary McKerracher enjoying 
the bu� et in Kebabish. Picture: Kevin McGlynn  

Shaukat Chaudhry and general manager Norbert 
Macleod enjoying a well-earned break after the 

successful opening night.

The sweets went down a treat on Friday night. Picture: Kevin McGlynn  Picture: Kevin McGlynn  

The spacious seating area upstairs can accommodate more than 70 people, making Kebabish the biggest Indian restaurant in town. Picture: Kevin McGlynn  

Young ladies ready for a night on the town after enjoying their meal at Kebabish. Picture: Kevin McGlynn  

Delicious chicken pakora, just one of the starters available at the bu� et. Picture: Kevin McGlynn  
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MORVERN
lines
Farewell to the deer
‘MY HEART’S in the Highlands, my heart is not 
here, my heart’s in the Highlands, a-chasing the deer; 
chasing the wild-deer, and following the roe, my 
heart’s in the Highlands, wherever I go.  Farewell to 
the mountains, high-cover’d with snow, farewell to the 
straths and green valleys below; farewell to the forests 
and wild-hanging woods, farewell to the torrents and 
loud-pouring floods.’  

Robert Burns, who wrote this well-known song in 
1789, was evidently a prophet as well as a bard. The 
straths and green valleys have largely gone, blanketed 
with trees and festooned with electricity pylons; the 
torrents and loud-pouring floods are being held back 
by unsightly hydro schemes. 

Worst of all, red deer as we know them to-
day, face certain extinction in the wild if the 
latest ideological twaddle called ‘re-wilding’ - 
posh word for Living Landscape - dreamed up by 
distant urban land reformers have their way. Why set 
about destroying one species, which has brought food, 
wealth and employment to these islands for more than  
10,000 years, to replace it with others without good 
reason?

By popular request, by way of a tribute, here are 
some old verses, sayings, stories and songs about the 
deer written at a time when they and their surround-
ings were respected and before they were hunted like 
vermin.

‘You take me back to the hills of laughter, the hills 
that hunters love, the sudden rain and the sunshine 
after, the cloud and the blue above’ -  Fugaces labunter 
Anni, the fleeting years glide by (Punch Magazine 
n.d.).

‘I never once went to the hills but the deer didn’t 
send me to university’ - (an old stalker, anon).

‘Said a lady to a stalker as they were nearing the 
spying point, ‘Look, Donald, surely that’s a beast!’ 

‘The stalker solemnly regarded the object indicated 
and observed, ‘It is a stane, your leddyship.’ 

‘She, however, continued to assert she was sure 
it was a stag, going so far as to remark that she had 
seen it move. ‘It is a stane,’ responded the stalker. 
‘Wait, Donald; I’m sure I saw it move. I’ll have a look 
through the glass,’ which she proceeded to do. ‘Yes, 
you’re quite right Donald; it is a stone,’ she said, being 
at last convinced. ‘Aye!’ said her companion dryly, ‘I 
kenned fine it was a stane,’ finishing with the crushing 
remark, ‘It is the same stane you was thinking was 
a deer in 1922, and in 1921, and in 1920!’ (Frank 
Wallace, 1881-1962).

‘Whenever I miss I feel like a funeral procession, of 
which I am the corpse, and the forester, ghillie and 
ponyman the pall-bearers, and each will be glad to be 
rid of me before then can again enjoy themselves’ - 
(Augustus Grimble, 1840-).

‘Late September in the Highlands can be enchanting. 
The short-lived vivid green of July, superseded by the 
imperial purples of August heather, has given place 
to the almost unreal orange-tawny hue of the fading 
deer-grass. 

‘The lower hills are ablaze with more varied colours, 
with the russet of dead bracken a rich backcloth. It is 
against these varied backgrounds, their freshness and 
open-airness, their glimpse of wild life and their vistas 
of mountain and loch unequalled throughout Britain, 
that deer stalking takes place in the Highlands, in 
which the surroundings far transcend the moment of 
the kill when a stag, so glorious in life, seems to have 
inexplicably shrunk to mediocrity in death, a part of 
the wild hills gone forever’ - Lea MacNally, (1926-
1993).

‘It was pure joy watching the main group [of deer] 
crossing above me, daintily picking their way along the 
little narrow paths which traverse the Creach Bheinn 
screes, stopping frequently to look back over their 
shoulders in the direction of the shepherds and their 
noisy dogs. 

‘The yeld hinds among them were some of the finest 
deer I have ever seen, their coats looked like silk, 
gleaming in the sun, their haunches ‘rippling’ as they 
moved in unison. 

‘Perhaps it was a sight such as this which inspired 
Duncan Ban MacIntyre, the famous 18th-century 
Gaelic bard of Loch Etiveside, to compose a song 
about the deer called Crodh Chailein, Colin’s cattle.’

‘Leaving some of my kit on the knoll, I went up to 
him. He was lying with his head upside down on a 
large flat stone straddling a rivulet. Blood trickled 
from his mouth, colouring the burn below. 

‘The water rose higher up among sphagnum mosses 
and butterworts of various shades of red and green, 
and was icy cold. There was a massive square boulder 
above and a tumble of rocks on either side. It seemed 
a perfect  last resting place for such a magnificent wild 
hill stag.

‘Although reluctant to disturb the scene, I bled and 
gralloched him, turning the burn even redder and, 
after savouring the surroundings, which I will never 
forget, I dragged his carcass down the hill leaving his 
‘spirit’ to the wind and the mist among the screes and 
the scaurs of Fuar Bheinn’ - (extract from Iain Thorn-
ber’s Kingairloch Stalking diary, 1995).

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

STRANGE goings-on at a pub 
central to the trial convicting 
James Stewart of the Appin Mur-
der in 1752 suggest it may now 
be haunted by his ghost, says the 
current landlord.

The Old Inn in Appin dates back 
to the 1690s but since current 
licensee Jim Milligan re-opened 
the pub in September last year, 
he and staff have witnessed wine 
glasses rattling and ‘flying’ soup 
pots falling from the ceiling. They 
have also heard spooky sounds, 
including footsteps in the unoccu-
pied upstairs part of the building.

Just two weeks ago, a barmaid 
who was closing up on her own 
saw the fire suddenly go out, 
glasses started rattling and a flag 
above the bar began billowing 
in and out. Two minutes later, a 
chair fell over in the middle of the 
empty bar area.

Mr Milligan’s motion-detecting 
security camera is activated reg-
ularly between 11pm on Sunday 
and 2am on Monday but nothing 
can be seen on film. He has now 
invested in a more modern high 
definition camera in a bid to find 
out what is going on.

Some believe the inn may be 
haunted by the ghost of James 
Stewart, who was convicted after 
key evidence from revellers at the 
inn who stated that his ‘accom-
plice’, Allan Breck Stewart, had 
called for someone to fetch him 
‘the red fox’s skin’. The jury 
concluded this to be a reference 
to the murder victim Colin Roy 
Campbell of Glenure, who was 
sometimes referred to as ‘Red 
Colin’.

‘I have never believed in ghosts, 
but there is something really 
bizarre happening,’ said Mr Mil-
ligan. ‘In the area between the 

main bar and the whisky bar there 
are always things going on. Even 
some of the pub regulars have told 
me they’ve felt a breath on their 
neck when no-one is near them.

‘The week of the Appin Show in 
August this year, I watched some 
soup pots fall from the ceiling 
onto the floor. I asked the staff 
why they weren’t stored on the 
bottom shelf as normal and they 
told me they had been. The pots 
are too big to fit on the top shelf 
so there’s no way they could have 
been placed there.

‘I remember too, not long after 
opening, three of us were sorting 
cutlery with our backs to each oth-

er and we all heard some heavy 
breathing. We all presumed it was 
one of the three of us, but we were 
really spooked when we realised it 
was none of us.’

Three paranormal investigators 
have asked Mr Milligan for per-
mission to examine the inn but he 
has so far declined.

Barman Allan Colthart said: 
‘There have been several in-
stances where I was spooked by 
something I heard or vaguely saw 
when working at the Old Inn. 

‘The creepiest time was defi-
nitely when I was in the kitchen 
towards the end of the night last 
winter. I was the only person in 

the inn, as we had just closed, and 
directly above me I felt and heard 
what sounded like three heavy 
footsteps in the upstairs flat. I had 
to leave instantly.’

James Stewart, or James of the 
Glen as he is known, is widely 
believed to have been wrongly 
convicted of the murder of Colin 
Roy Campbell of Glenure, the 
government-appointed factor to 
the forfeited estates of the Stew-
art clan in north Argyll.

Although Allan Breck Stewart 
was accused of the murder, he 
had since fled. James Stewart was 
found guilty of being an accessory 
and hanged.

Is the Old Inn haunted by 
a hanged murder culprit?

Old Inn landlord Jim Milligan reads through an extract from the Appin Murder trial explaining how a conversation in the pub became a key 
part of the case convicting James of the Glen.

I was the only 
person in the 
pub and I felt 
and heard 
three heavy 
footsteps”

Allan Coltart
Barman

Keep teaching music for free
ARGYLL, the Highlands and islands are synonymous with music, 
especially of the traditional variety.

You only have to experience the Royal National Mod or any of the 
smaller similar events to be made all too aware of the huge importance 
of music to our culture and way of life.

All across the area, there are people performing live music every 
day of the week as well as at big-ticket events such as the Argyllshire 
Gathering and Highland games meetings.

To ensure our musical traditions continue into the future requires the 
teaching of our young people across the area to play and read music.

So it comes as no surprise there is widespread dismay - indeed, anger 
- at the idea Argyll and Bute Council might be about to end free music 
tuition in schools.

Yes, the local authority has tough budget decisions to make but 
ending free tuition of our budding instrumentalists is going too far. 

It is fair enough to ask parents to fund private tuition outwith school 
hours but music has always been a crucial element of the curriculum 
and it is only right it should continue to be so. 

It is not merely desirable that we teach music to our children in our 
schools - it is essential we do. 

Inspired by Ann’s campaign
IT WAS interesting to note Argyll and Bute MSP Michael Russell 
singled out Ann Colthart as one of his most inspiring people of 2016 in 
his festive message to readers in last week’s Oban Times.

Ann is, as many of you will know, the Connel 
pensioner who has campaigned long and hard 
against the injustice inflicted on her by Argyll 
and Bute Council’s planning department and 
committee.

Ann is the victim of a major blunder by 
planning officials who broke their own rules 
in allowing the construction of new homes too 
close to her house. This egregious situation was 
only made worse by the refusal of the planning 
committee to do the right thing and order 
remedial action to be taken.

A bonny fechter, Ann has pledged to continue 
her struggle into the new year. We should all 
stay fully behind her as she tries to reverse this decision that has badly 
impacted on her life. 

It is more important than ever that this is not swept under the carpet 
and that Ann’s cause wins in the end. 

Long may Ann keep being an inspiring figure and good luck to her 
with her campaign. 

Happy new year
THE PAST year has been, without doubt, a strange one with shocks such 
as the EU referendum result and election of Donald Trump to the White 
House and tragedies including the savage conflicts in Syria and Yemen.

But there has been much to cheer as well, not least domestically. This 
year just ending has been a bumper one for the local economy, with a 
tourism boom and the heartening news this month that the aluminium 
smelter in Lochaber has not only been saved but is to expand and create 
many more jobs.

Let’s hope we all have reason to say 2017 is a happy new year. Best 
wishes to you all.

Get in touch with your thoughts
DO YOU have something you want to share? Let me know by writing 
to me at The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB, or by email 
to mlaing@obantimes.co.uk.

At Random
MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Cèilidh na Bliadhn’ Ùire 2016 | New Year’s Eve Cèilidh 
Oidhche Challainn, 11.30f | New Year’s Eve, 11.30pm

Cuiridh Cathy NicDhòmhnaill agus Tony Kearney fàilte air 2017 còmhla ri luchd-tadhail 
na cèilidh, agus cuid den luchd-ciùil thraidiseanta às cliùitich a chì àrd-ùrlair. Nam measg 

bidh Fiona Cheanadach, Rona Lightfoot, Sìneag Nic an t-Saoir, Julie Fowlis, Éamonn Doorley, 
Donnchadh Siosal, Calum Stiùbhart agus Tony Byrne.

Hogmanay comes to BBC ALBA as we welcome in 2017 at the iconic Stirling Castle. 
Cathy MacDonald and Tony Kearney host the ceilidh with some of Scotland’s best-loved 

singers and musicians including Fiona Kennedy, Rona Lightfoot, Sìneag MacIntyre,  
Julie Fowlis, Éamonn Doorley, Duncan Chisholm, Calum Stewart and Tony Byrne. 

Cò Ach – Cathy Ann?
Oidhche Challainn, 10f 
New Year’s Eve, 10pm

Sealladh air beatha-obrach 
Cathy Ann Nic a’ Phì ann an cuideachd  

Mhàiri Anna NicUalraig. 

Cathy Ann MacPhee shares some of  
her favourite things, singers and 
career highlights in the company 

of Mary Anne Kennedy.

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.

bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur ’s a’ Buain  
Sowing and Reaping 

Ri thighinn air BBC ALBA … Coming up on BBC ALBA …

Gladys
Oidhche Challainn, 9f 
New Year’s Eve, 9pm

Sgeulachd àraid aig Gladys NicIain 
agus i a’ lorg a freumhaichean Èirinneach. 

Tha Cathy NicDhòmhnaill a’ dol ann an 
cuideachd Gladys gus an turas seo  

a choileanadh. 

Cathy Macdonald takes Gladys Johnston from 
Acharacle on a remarkable personal journey  

of discovery. A story which has been filed away 
in a drawer for nearly thirty years…until now.

Taigh Thorcuill – Pàrtaidhean | Parties
Oidhche Challainn, 10.40f | New Year’s Eve, 10.40pm

’S ann an tòir air a’ phàrtaidh as fheàrr a tha Torcuill MacLaomainn 
agus a charaidean an t-seachdain seo.

It’s all about the perfect party on Torcuill’s show this week when guests 
include Mod legend Christine Primrose, Trail West and Atomic Piseag. 
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1. Where would you � nd Coarb of St Moluag? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

2. Which band is behind the annual Oban Live music concert? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

3. Where is the 2017 Royal National Mod to be held? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

4. Which sports team is nicknamed the ‘Green Machine’? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

5. What are the steps commonly called that lead from Oban town centre to near 
McCaigs Tower? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

6. What was Connel bridge originally built for?

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

7. What supermarket originally occupied the site where Tesco now is in Oban? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

8. Who was behind the drug smuggling story that involved Kerrera in the 1980s 
and passed away in 2016? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

9. What shop occupied Oban’s New Look premises until December 2008? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

10. What is Oban’s oldest inn?

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

11. Which shinty team won the Camanachd Cup in 2016? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

12. What castle sits on a headland on the road to Ganavan Sands? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

13. What are the ill-fated ruins that overlook Oban? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

14. Which famous lady had a card shop on the corner of George St and John St? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

15. What is Oban’s senior football team called? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

16. What hotel used to stand between the Oban Inn and The Regent, before its 
demolition? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

17. What large mammal came to visit Oban Bay for a spell in 2013? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

18. What town is twinned with Oban? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

19. Who � rst planted Arduaine Gardens in 1898? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

20. Where can you � nd Scotland’s largest rock art panel? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

21. What is the translation of Taynuilt from Gaelic? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

22. Who designed Muckairn Church? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

23. What happened in 1308 at Ardchattan Priory? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

24. What shop was in the WH Smith shop before its present occupier?

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

25. (Pic question) Where is this village and from what location was the photograph 
taken? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

26. ‘Cruachan’ is the war cry to which clan? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

27. Which famous Gaelic poet has a monument near Dalmally overlooking Loch 
Awe?

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

28. Who is the writer of ‘Para Handy’ and which town did he hail from? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

29. Who did ‘a leap’ in Glen Nant? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

30. Whose death is commemorated with a monument in Taynuilt? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

31. Which giant tied his dog around the dog stone in Oban to give it its remarkable 
shape?

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

32. Where did Magnus MacFarlane Barrow start Mary’s Meals from?

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

33. What caused the explosion in Melfort in 1867?

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

34. What is the name of the church in Lerags Glen?

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

35. What is the popular viewpoint in Dunollie called? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

36. How many steps are there in Jacob’s Ladder?

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

37. Where in Oban does the transatlantic cable begin? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

38. Which unusual building on the outskirts of Lochgilphead has been undergo-
ing renovation in 2016? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

39. What is commonly known as ‘Britain’s most beautiful shortcut’?

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

40. (Pic question) Name this unusual installation of quartz stones and where can 
it be found? 

A: ..............................................................................................................................................................

WIN 
£50 
of Argos vouchers

QUIZ 
Fancy a little splurge at the January sales? 

How does winning £50 of Argos vouchers sound?
The Oban Times is testing its readers’ local knowledge with this fun quiz. One lucky reader 

with the correct answers will win £50 of Argos vouchers. So put your feet up this festive 
holiday, grab yourself a cup of tea and see how many you can answer. Good luck.

To enter, � ll in your answers to each question using the space provided, complete the coupon below and send to The Oban Times, Argos Quiz Competition, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Entries must be submitted by midday, Thursday January 5. 

Name  .....................................................................................................................................................

Address  .................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

Wyvex Media would like to add you to its mailing list for o� ers and promotions.    Please tick here to opt out. 

Terms and conditions:  Winners with the correct answers will be selected at random after the closing date.  The prize is not transferable or redeemable for cash equivalent.  The editor’s decision is � nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a 
Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families. . The closing date for entries is midday, Thursday January 5. 

Telephone  ............................................................................................................................................

Mobile ....................................................................................................................................................

Email .......................................................................................................................................................

Don't miss part two of the quiz 
next week when you could win £100

Mental health 
services move
ARGYLL and Bute Health and Social Care Part-
nership (HSCP) is continuing with the building im-
provement programme to relocate inpatient mental 
health services from Argyll and Bute Hospital in 
Lochgilphead to the lower ground floor of Mid 
Argyll Community Hospital and Integrated Care 
Centre in Lochgilphead.  

It is anticipated the work will be completed by the 
end of March 2017 as planned.

The HSCP recently held a series of drop- 
in events across Argyll and Bute 
to let the public view the plans for 
the Mid Argyll hospital unit and discuss the 
move with representatives from the mental health 
service.

Donald Watt, mental health services manager, 
said: ‘During November and December we held a 
series of drop-in events across Argyll and Bute to 
provide members of the public with an opportunity 
to find out more about our plans for inpatient men-
tal health services.  

‘I would like to thank those people who attended 
the events and I hope they found them informative 
and that they took the opportunity to discuss our 
plans for mental health services with the HSCP 
representatives present on the day.  

‘If anyone would like further information, please 
email nhs.abhscp@nhs.net and we will reply as 
soon as possible.

‘Representatives from the HSCP are also 
con tinuing to work closely with other agencies 
including Argyll and Bute Council, Police Scotland 
and the Scottish Ambulance Service and this multi-
agency approach will continue as the services are 
developed.

‘Finally, I am delighted that the building works 
remain on track to be completed by March 2017 
and that we will be able to provide a service within 
a facility that is more suitable for the needs of 
patients.’

of Tesco
vouchers£100
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Kilgraston School is a leading 
boarding and day school for 
girls aged � ve to 18.
In November 2016, Kilgraston was 
named ‘top performing independent 
school for Advanced Highers’ by 
best-schools.co.uk. This comes 
after Kilgraston girls achieved an 
outstanding set of results in August 
2016. At Advanced Higher, 90.5 per 
cent  of grades were A-B against a 
national average of 59.3 per cent , 36 
per cent  of girls are now studying a 
STEM undergraduate course and 100 
per cent  of girls were accepted into 
their choice of university. Kilgraston 
has an exceptional reputation for 
girls gaining entry into top Scottish 
universities. In 2016, over 70 per cent  
of girls went on to study at universi-
ties in Scotland, including St Andrews, 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

Kilgraston has something to inspire 
every young woman. We are a school 
with traditional values but with a 
modern and forward-looking perspec-
tive on education. Education is not 
just about exam success – developing 
interests and talents, nurturing an understanding of di� erent cultures, and 
emphasising our personal responsibility as global citizens are vital. As such, a 
Kilgraston girl bene� ts from a wealth of opportunities to extend and enrich 
her educational experience. We o� er more than 50 extra-curricular activities, 
and enjoy modern, state-of-the-art facilities including a science centre, sixth 
form study centre, excellent boarding accommodation, 25m swimming pool, 
all-weather astro-turf pitches and Scotland’s only school equestrian centre. 

Kilgraston’s first open day of 2017 is on Saturday February 4 between 11am 
and 2pm. Families are invited to join us, meet staff and pupils and tour our 
outstanding facilities. 

To register or for further information contact Mrs Amanda Johnstone:
admissions@kilgraston.com | 01738 815523
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Dollar is one of the UK’s leading independent day and boarding schools 
for boys and girls aged 5-18 years. 

Our 2017 entrance examinations and bursary assessments will be held 
on Saturday 28 January, 2017. 

Applicants are welcome for every year 
group. To register, or for more information, 
contact us:

01259 742 511
registrar@dollaracademy.org.uk
www.dollaracademy.org.uk

Assessment and Examination 
Dates for Entry 2017

Excellence and opportunity
Dollar, Clackmannanshire, Scotland, FK14 7DU

Founded in 1818, Dollar Academy is thought to be the oldest co-educational 
day and boarding school in the world, and has a reputation as one of the 
country’s best performing schools.  

Dollar is a full boarding and day school for boys and girls aged � ve to 18, set in 
70 acres of sports � elds and grounds. The many facilities include a swimming 
pool, ri� e range and � tness suites, alongside auditorium venues, classrooms 
and specialised teaching areas for science, music and the arts. Enjoyment 
of learning is the ethos at the heart of this academic school, which aims to 
promote an environment where pupils gain real satisfaction from a commit-
ment to study.  

Firmly grounded in the 
strengths of a broad 
Scottish education, 
pupils at Dollar study the 
Scottish curriculum and 
work towards Highers 
and Advanced Highers. 
Exam results speak for 
themselves, with an 
excellent 86 per cent  A-B 
pass rate at Higher and 96 
per cent  of leavers going 
on to university.

At Dollar, activities beyond the classroom are seen as highly significant in the 
development of young people and the school is famous for its world champi-
onship-winning pipe band. More than 160 pupils practise the instrument and 
tuition is available at all levels, with the opportunity to participate in national 
competitions and perform around the world. The sight and sound of the 
pipes are synonymous with Dollar Academy – during the summer term, each 
day begins with the massed pipes and drums practising on the 
school lawns.

Dollar Academy is a popular option for Scottish families. Entry can be 
arranged at any stage in a child’s education.  Boarding scholarships and 
fee-assisted places are available for hard-working and ambitious children.  

Dollar Academy

2017 sees the start of an exciting new phase of 
development for Glenalmond College. Two new 
boarding houses will open in September, improv-
ing the provision for junior pupils and creating 
new places for girls within a new girls’ house.

Cairnies, Glenalmond’s new junior house, will 
provide boarding and day boys aged 12 to 14 with 
a level of pastoral support specifically suited to 
younger pupils. Close to the outdoor classroom, 
the woods, Glenalmond’s golf course and with 
its own playing fields, Cairnies will provide an 
excellent base for junior year groups.  

The new girls’ house, Goodacre’s, also opens in 
September 2017, and will be home to girls aged 12 
to 18. This house is in the very heart of the school 
and will enable Glenalmond to expand its girls’ 
boarding and day provision to meet increasing 
demand.  

The opening of these new houses is matched by 
developments in the academic side of the school, 
centred on the Glenalmond Learning Project, 
which continues to raise academic attainment, 
ambition and excellence across the school.

New curriculum developments have included the 
introduction of Mandarin alongside GCSE and A 
Level computer science, and the timetable has 
changed to increase the time devoted to teaching 
and academic study.  

Glenalmond College’s warden (head teacher), 
Elaine Logan, said: ‘Together, these developments 
mark an important new stage in the life of 
Glenalmond College, and herald a period of 
growth for the school.’

Opening September 2017

inspiring learning

inspiring learning

inspiring learning

Scottish Charity SC006123

To arrange to visit Glenalmond College, to look round the boarding houses and 
meet our staff and pupils, please contact our Head of Admissions, Mike Jeffers,  

on 01738 842144 or registrar@glenalmondcollege.co.uk

www.glenalmondcollege.co.uk

New junior house
for boys aged 12-14

New girls’ house
for girls aged 12-18

Glenalmond College 

Your guide to

IndependentIndependent
schools
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EVERY parent knows childhood is a precious time and most agree that it’s over far 
too fast. At Lomond School, we make every moment count.  

Our dedicated sta�  deliver a traditional and rigorous academic programme, but 
that’s just the start of the story. We know that children who are happy will work 
hard and achieve all that they can. Our rich and varied curriculum o� ers pupils 
special experiences which enthuse, build character and foster a love of learning. 

Small classes ensure that 
pupils are challenged and 
supported by sta�  who 
know them well, ensuring 
that they not only get o�  to 
the best start but also that 
they develop memories and 
relationships that will stay 
with them for life.
Our boarding house, 
Burnbrae, o� ers a home 
from home for pupils from 
Scotland, the UK and further 
a� eld. 

Boarders are housed in 
modern, purpose-built 
facilities where they are 
looked after by a 
dedicated and professional 
pastoral team. Boarders 
play a key role in the life of 
the school and their weeks 
and weekends are busy and 
purposeful. 
A great education should 
never be a race to the � nish 
line; it is the journey which 
lays the foundation for your 
child’s life ahead. For more 
information, please contact 
our registrar at admissions@
lomondschool.com. 

Lomond School – Making every moment count

Application Deadline 20 January 2017
Testing Day 26 January 2017

• A co-educational HMC Independent School
• Highly appointed boarding for ages 10-18 yrs
• Superb all-round education and a family ethos
• Excellent standards of care and supervision
• Rich and varied curriculum and co-curriculum
• Scholarships and Bursaries available

10 Stafford Street,
Helensburgh G84 9JX lomondschool.com
Tel: 01436 672 476 admissions@lomondschool.com

Located in the heart of 
Perthshire but with easy 
access to Edinburgh and 
Glasgow, Strathallan’s 
green and leafy campus 
expands to more than 
153 acres. It includes 
some of the best 
facilities of any school in 
Scotland and provides 
the setting for day and 
boarding pupils to take 
every advantage of the 
exceptional breadth of 
activities available to 
them. 
 
At Strathallan, our ethos 
is to provide opportu-
nities for every pupil to 
excel; in practice, that 
means ensuring that 
each individual, no 
matter what their 
passion or interest, is 
supported to do well, 
achieve their personal 
best and, importantly, 
enjoy their time at school. It is an approach which leads to a rich diversity of 
pupil experience and some exceptional achievements – academically, in sports, 
the performing and creative arts and other areas. 

Across the school, pupils can choose from more than 80 activities which 
include everything from fencing to debating, clay pigeon shooting to dance. 
Strathallan has carved out an excellent reputation for sports, both traditional 
team sports but also in individual activities. Teams are frequently to be found 
on the podium and individuals have claimed medals in skiing, tennis, badmin-
ton, swimming, golf, karate and more, with many representing Scotland and 
GB. Music and the performing arts are � ourishing too and are set to strengthen 
with the recent addition of a state-of-the-art dance and drama studio. 

Strathallan is also a school with strong family values and a friendly and 
welcoming atmosphere, something that bene� ts enormously from the fact that 
the majority of sta�  live on site. Our day pupils are part of the same houses as 
the boarders, creating a solid foundation for developing friendships in and out 
of school. 

From Riley, our junior house, upwards, our visitors tell us they get a real sense 
of Strathallan when they meet our pupils and see the school for themselves. We 
encourage you to do the same and welcome visits at any time of the year. 

strathallan.co.ukForgandenny, Perth PH2 9EG   /   T: 01738 812 546   /   admissions@strathallan.co.uk

Registered in Scotland as a charity number SC008903

Open Morning
(Entry for ages 9+) 

Saturday 4th March 2017, 10am – 1pm

Scholarships and  
Bursaries Available
For more information or to book a visit  
please contact our Admissions Department 
admissions@strathallan.co.uk 01738 815003

Achieving excellent results - in academic 

work, in sports and the arts.

Extending a  warm welcome from our 
community of staff, boarding and day 
pupils.

Enjoying a beautiful rural campus, less 

than an hour from Edinburgh airport.

At Strathallan we motivate and inspire 

young people to make the most of their 

individual abilities and interests.

for ages 9 to 18

Strathallan- Oban Times Advert.indd   1 16/12/2016   12:00

Strathallan – Green space, a home 
from home and an exceptional breadth 
of opportunities for boarders and day 
pupils alike 

Why do parents send their children to 
independent schools in ever-growing 
numbers? 

Parents choose to send their children to independent 
schools for many different reasons, including choice, 
diversity and excellence. Above all, they choose 
independent schools because they feel a particular 
school will best serve their child and his or her social 
and educational needs. 

All independent schools in Scotland have their own 
unique ethos and values, but they share a common 
goal of encouraging each individual pupil to be all 
that they can be, and to make the most of their time 
at school. Independent schools enjoy a reputation for 
excellence, providing a broad curriculum, consistently 
good exam results, a positive learning environment 
and a wealth of co-curricular activities. 

Being independent 
gives each school the 
freedom to provide 
the best possible 

education for the benefit of its pupils. Consequently, 
many schools have developed individual strengths 
that complement the excellence that is the hallmark 
of the sector.

The choice of mainstream schools is wide and there are 
also special schools that provide care and education 
for children with additional support needs.

The statistics are compelling – the Scottish Council 
of Independent schools provides at least £47 million 
annually in fee assistance, with 26.4 per cent of all 
pupils receiving some form of assistance; 88 per cent of 
SCIS pupils go on to higher education, with 25 per cent 
continuing their studies outside of Scotland. According 
to numbers from SCIS and the Scottish Government, 
there is one teacher for every 8.7 pupils in SCIS schools, 
compared to one to 13.7 in state-funded schools.

SCIS schools educate more than 31,000 children 
of mixed abilities from diverse backgrounds. The 
focus of independent schools has always been, and 
remains, delivering individual educational outcomes 
for pupils of all abilities.
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Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

Days gone by – Christmas 1981

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Glasgow Letter

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

We continue our festive reminiscences by going back to 1981. Our photograph, sent in by John Hay from Taynuilt, 
shows nurses, catering sta�  and the hospital porter at Dalintart Hospital in Oban during Christmas that  year.

Social media
OUR story reporting Labour MSP 
Rhoda Grant criticising the SNP gov-
ernment for its budget allocation to 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
prompted considerable reaction.
Gus Laurenson said: ‘The cuts come 
from Wasteminster!! You represent a 
party in disarray with no direction or 
leadership and criticise the Scottish 
National Party (SNP) for London’s aus-
terity measures. Dugdale and David-
son are just puppets to their London 
masters and do nothing for Scotland.’

John Kerr bemoaned: ‘Doesn’t matter 
which party holds the purse strings 
there will be a lot more and worse cuts 
coming due to #de� cit and #brexit 
grow up and smell the co� ee and 
get ready for whats coming over the 
next couple of years..It’s going to get 
worse...Oh and happy Christmas.’
Stephen Fair posted: ‘And nothing 
whatsoever to do with repeatedly re-
duced block grants from Westminster 
to the Scottish Government?’
Доналд Морис wrote: ‘Let’s ignore 

the cuts from Westminster and pretend 
we can do the same with less money.  
Grant actually voted for this.’
Davie Mcv le Eldest said: ‘Get yer-
facts right hen or say nothing at all 
westminister is the abcess of scotland. 
Margaret thatcher was asked in an in-
terview what her biggest achievment 
was She coldly replied Gordon brown 
& tony blair. Tony blair isnt facing war 
crime charges on the strength of that 
relationship but thats none eh ma 
buisness.’

‘S GANN A CHREIDEAS mi gum 
bheil bliadhna air a dhol seachad bho 
bha mi a’ cur bheannachdan Bliadhn’ 
Ùire thugaibh agus a’ guidhe slàinte, 
sìth, agus soirbheachadh dhuibh ann 
an 2016! Tha mi ’n dòchas gun deach 
taghadh den sin a bhuileachadh oirbh 
ach aig an aon àm tha mi a’ creidsinn 
gun robh cuid de dh’amasan nach do 
chrìochnaich mar a mhiannaicheadh 
sibh. Sin an saoghal, ach bu mhath gum 
biodh adhbhar air choreigin againn 
uile cuimhneachadh le toileachas air a’ 
bhliadhna seo.  Aig an aon àm tha e glè 
nàdarra a bhith a’ coimhead air adhart 
ri Bliadhn’ Ùr le misneachd, agus nuair 
a smaoinicheas sinn air dè dh’iarramaid 
ann an 2017 tha mi a’ creidsinn gur iad 
slàinte, sìth, agus soirbheachadh na 
rùintean a bhiodh aig a’ mhòr-chuid 
againn a-rithist!  Chan eil càil ceàrr air 
sin, agus nach bu mhath gun tachradh 
a leithid!

Nuair a bhiodh balaich nam bailtean 
Gàidhealach uaireigin a’ comharra-
chadh na Callainn bhiodh iad a’ taghadh 
taigh àraid sa bhaile anns an cumadh 
iad ròic Callainn, agus chuireadh iad an 
uairsin cuairt air dachaighean a’ bhaile 

gus biadh is gnàisich de gach seòrsa a 
chruinneachadh airson na cuirme aca 
fhèin. Bha rannan gan gabhail agus 
deas-ghnàthan gan dèanamh, ann an 
dòigh mar gun robh seann chreideamh 
a’ tighinn an lùib an latha a bh’ ann. 
Dh’fhàg Màiri Mhòr nan Òran dealbh 
inntinneach againn air leithid de 
thachartas, agus bha an deasachadh 
a’ tòiseachadh greis ro dheireadh na 
bliadhna. Bhiodh seiche caorach ga 
chur  “suas air an spàrr gum biodh i 
cruaidh, Oidhche Challainn tighinn 
a-nuas, ‘s chluinnte fuaim oirre len 
cloinn.” Bhiodh fear de na balaich a’ 
cur a’ chraicinn chruaidh ma dhruim 
agus bhiodh e fhèin is a chompanaich 
a’ dannsa mun teine ann an taighean 
a’ bhaile is na balaich a’ slaiceadh na 
seice le camain neo le bataichean mar 
chomharra air a bhith cur às dha droch 
rud agus a bhith a’ tàladh deagh fhortan 
dhan bhliadhna ùr. Bha cleachdadh ann 
cuideachd a bhith a’ “glanadh” nam fàr-
daichean le ceò far “caisean-Callainn”, 
pios de sheiche caorach a bha iad a’ los-
gadh, agus  a’ giùlan bho thaigh gu taigh 
gus deagh fhortan a thoirt thuca.  Seo 
tuilleadh den fhianais aig Màiri Mhòr. 

Nuair a chruinnicheadh an greòd,
‘S ann an siud a bhiodh an ròl,
‘G èigheach “Challainn, Challainn 

O!”
‘S fear a’ tòiseachadh ri dhuan. 
H-uile fear sa chasan rùisgt’,
‘S caman aig’ air chaol da dhùirn,
Sracadh dhroineagan le sùrd,
Cur bhannagan nan smùr ‘s nam 

bruan.
Nuair thàinig crìoch air an duain,
Bhiodh an caisean-Callainn suas,
Bean an taighe ‘s i gun ghruaim,
Tighinn a-nuas dhaibh leis an dràm.
Cha b’ e glainne bheag gun tuar
Gheibheadh gille glas an duain,
Ach slige-chreachainn cur m’ a bhru-

aich,
Chuireadh tuainealaich na cheann.
Tha mi an dòchas gum bi na glainn-

ichean agaibhse uile a’ cur thairis fad 
2017!

A HAPPY, peaceful and prosperous 
2017 to you all!

Ailean Caimbeul 
(Allan Campbell) 

ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Park Bar anniversary 
album on its way
OVER the course of 2016, I have men-
tioned a couple of times in this Glas-
gow Letter that this year has marked 
the 50th anniversary of live music in 
the Park Bar – the famous pub having 
first received its music licence in 1966. 

On Thursday December 22, the pub 
announced on its Facebook page that 
it will soon be releasing an album to 
commemorate this milestone year.

The album contains a stellar line-up 
which I consider to be the teuchter 
equivalent of the Now That’s What I 
Call Music compilation albums.

There will be an official launch night 
for the album in the new year - the date 
for which has not yet been announced 
- after which copies will be available 
with all profits being donated to the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution.

As well as having the honour of sing-
ing a track on the album, I was given 
the task of writing the sleeve notes. 

As research, I phoned up most of the 
characters who appear on the CD to 
obtain information about their tracks 
and, in many cases, ended up on the 
phone for more than 45 minutes lis-
tening to great tales of bygone days in 
this legendary West Highland ‘home 
from home’. 

New constituencies 
will be a travesty
Sir,
I will give your contributor (D Rix-
son, The Oban Times, December 15) 
the benefit of the doubt in that he 
didn’t deliberately intend to mislead 
your readers into believing that, 
because the secretariat of Boundary 
Commission for Scotland’s office is in 
Edinburgh, the proposed changes to 
Westminster parliament constituency 
boundaries are somehow of our own 
doing or perhaps even at the behest of 
the Scottish Government.

For the sake of clarity, the Boundary 
Commission for Scotland is a public 
body sponsored and wholly funded 
by the Scotland Office and chaired 
(ex-officio) by the speaker of the 
House of Commons. The deputy chair 
in effect leads the commission and is 
appointed by the Lord President of 
the Court of Session, while the two 
other commissioners are appointed 
by the Secretary of State for Scotland.

The commission reviews con-
stituencies in Scotland for the UK 
parliament, and constituencies and 
regions for the Scottish Parliament. 
They make recommendations to 
the Secretary of State for Scotland 
(UK government minister), who is 
responsible for putting those recom-
mendations into practice.

The Boundary Commission for 
Scotland is constituted by the 
Parliamentary Constituencies Act 
1986, which defines the rules used 
when recommending UK parliament 
constituencies in Scotland – ie, UK 
legislation.

In the current review, the commission 
was required by UK Act of Parliament 
to ensure each of the new mainland 
constituencies has between 71,031 and 
78,507 voters and does not cover an 
area of more than 13,000 sq km.

Between them, the two new High-
land constituencies will cover more 
than 23,000 sq km and have well 
over 150,000 constituents – this is 
the travesty, Mr Rixson,  and is not 
propaganda.

Colin Morrison,
Ryvoan, North Connel.

2016 has been a 
momentous year
Sir,
As December draws to a close, we can 
finally take stock of what a momen-
tous year it has been – and certainly 
one to remember.

The past 12 months have brought 
many unexpected events, from Brexit 
and the US election result, to the 
passing of greats such as David Bowie 
and Muhammad Ali.

Technology continues to move for-
ward at a rapid pace and this will have 
a profound effect on how we travel in 
the future. Self-navigation technol-
ogies across most forms of transport 
now appears inevitable rather than 
improbable.

Clearly, there are challenges and 
uncertainties ahead, not least as 
Brexit shapes how we engage and do 
business. In Scotland, we must remain 
focused on being open and adaptable 
to new opportunities.  

In the Highlands and Islands, it has 
been another significant year for air 
travel, tourism and the local econ-
omy as we continue to benefit from 
the success derived from improved 
connectivity and the resultant healthy 
visitor numbers.

The results speak for themselves.  
In the summer period, the Highlands 
and Islands Airports Limited (HIAL) 
team welcomed more than 908,000 
passengers through our 11 regional 
airports, our highest number to date.

A recent survey ranked the Highland 
capital eighth on a list of the most de-
sirable places for European travellers 
to visit. This is encouraging news, but 
we must all work hard to ensure the 
entire Highlands and Islands region 
maximises the potential benefits 
from tourism and trade as technology 
promises ever greater connectivity.

Closer to home, Campbeltown 
Airport handled more than 6,500 pas-
sengers since the start of the financial 
year in 2016. Aircraft movements in 
November alone were up 28 per cent 
compared to 2015.

At the other end of the spectrum, 
among 2016’s highlights was one of 
our smallest airports, Barra, celebrat-
ing its 80th anniversary. 

Scottish Government minister for 
transport and the islands, Humza 
Yousaf, joined the HIAL team 
and the entire island community to 
celebrate this iconic, world-famous 
beach runway. It was a memorable 
occasion and perfectly illustrated why 
Scotland’s global reputation as being 
a welcoming and friendly nation will 
stand us in good stead in the years 
ahead.

I wish you all the best for a healthy 
and prosperous New Year.

Mike Cantlay,
Chairman, Highlands and Islands 
Airports Limited.

Government plans for 
HIE will be ruinous
Sir,
Professor Jim Hunter, in a campaign-
ing article in a daily newspaper this 
month, was quite right to break ranks 
with his SNP party colleagues over 
the centralisation of control of High-
lands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) to 
a new Holyrood quango, and to call 
on Highlands and Islands SNP MSPs 
to reject the move.  

As Professor Hunter points out, the 
SNP has, for the past 10 years, cut 
HIE’s budget, abolished its 10 local 
enterprise companies and steered 
the agency toward SNP policy rather 
than local derived solutions to very 
different problems. 

What we will now see is an impo-
sition of Scottish Enterprise-type 
rules that deny assistance to many 
businesses because they do not have 
significant and sufficiently high 
growth potential. 

This model is totally unrealistic and 
unsustainable in a Scottish economy 
that is facing huge challenges, and 
it is even more threatening to the 
future wellbeing of the Highlands 
and Islands, where our economy 
relies on small- and medium-sized 
enterprises.

We must also remember that HIE 
is not just an economic development 

agency – it has a unique role in 
supporting community strength, and 
that vital role will suffer greatly when 
placed under remote control from a 
Holyrood quango with no experience 
of that role. 

We have seen no answers to these 
vital questions from SNP MSPs in 
the Highlands and Islands, proving 
that even they, on such an important 
issue, will doff the cap to Holyrood’s 
power rather than dare to oppose 
these ruinous plans on behalf of their 
constituents.

Ada  H Campbell,
Paiblesgarry, Isle of North Uist.

Grateful to a � ne 
pay corps o�  cer 
Sir,
In The Oban Times of December 1 
I was interested to read the request 
from Alec Sykes for information in 
regard to the family of Captain Alex 
Menzies.

I joined the Royal Army Pay Corps 
for national service in May 1960. 
At my first parade, I was asked by 
Captain Menzies where I came from.  
Subsequently, I found out that he had 
been at Keil School with my older 
brother. 

I spent quite a lot of my service in 
Tidworth Military Hospital due to a 
back injury. Captain Menzies visited 
me regularly, much to the delight of 
the nurses as he was always so bright 
and immaculately turned out.

I will always be grateful for his 
support and company at that time as I 
was far from home and quite ill.

I wish to record my respect and 
thanks for a first-class officer.

James C N Sprott,
27 St James View, Penicuik.

Nursery director’s 
proud links to Argyll
Sir,
Thank you for the editorial coverage 
of the opening of our extension at 1st 
Steps Nursery in Oban. 

We bought the old school building 
from the Episcopalian Church in 
1998. We consider ourselves custodi-
ans of this beautiful old building and 
the extension mirrors the building 
which was constructed in a sympa-
thetic way using pale coloured Cedral 
to enhance the exterior.

My dad was a gamekeeper for the 
Duke of Argyll, and his wife, Iona, 
dowager duchess of Argyll, is patron 
of our nursery, which is my proud 
connection with the town of Inveraray 
and its surrounding area.

The nursery is registered with the 
Care Inspectorate for 59 children 
at any one time and they range in 
age from three months to five years. 
We have a baby, tweenies and two 
pre-school rooms with extensive out-
buildings, including office, kitchen, 
staff room, laundry, stores, cupboards 
and cloakrooms. We have more than 
an acre of mature garden, a soft 
playground and a marvellous, if odd-
shaped, car park.

Ann Burke, 
Company director, 
1st Steps Nursery.

It would be little short of an understatement to say 
that 2016 has been a memorable – often for the wrong 

reasons – and significant year.
We have had seismic events – including the referen-

dum vote for Britain to leave the European Union and 
the election of Donald Trump as US president – and 
there are, unfortunately, continuing human tragedies 
taking place as a result of brutal conflicts in far-flung 
countries such as Syria and Yemen.

However, even in a year such as this one, there have 

been many events to cheer the heart. This year saw a 
fantastic Oban Live two-day music festival, the sun 
blazing on the Argyllshire Gathering, and a bumper 12 
months for tourism and the economy across the High-
land and Islands. Very recently, we also welcomed the 
deal that saw the sale of the aluminium smelter at Fort 
William by Rio Tinto to GFG Alliance. 

As for 2017, who knows what is in store? We can only 
hope for more to celebrate and we wish all our readers, 
contributors and advertisers a very happy new year.

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Particular highlights were calls with 
Willie Cameron from Acharacle who 
told me all about the Park in the late 
1970s and Johnny Scoular, who first 
crossed paths with his Gunna Sound 
compadre Campbell Brown in that 
same era in the ‘teuchter triangle’.

Both men were telling me that, in 
those days, there were ceilidhs in the 
Park every single week night and a 
Saturday afternoon session. 

While I like to think my generation 
try our best to keep such tradition 
going in this ever-changing world, I 
think a ceilidh in the Park every night 
of the week might just kill us.

It was just as well all those conver-
sations were only conducted over the 

phone – otherwise there may have 
been drams involved.

One phone call I particularly enjoyed 
was with the great Donald Macrae – 
who epitomises the spirit of the Park 
Bar. Donald was there the night the 
music in the Park began – New Year 
1966. 

He was in the pub socialising with 
accordionist Leslie MacColl who, 
after some persuading, decided to 
go and fetch his box so the two men 
could have a few songs and tunes to 
the delight of punters. 

As a result, manager at the time 
Terry Ferguson decided to apply for 
a music licence. In the weeks that 
followed, Donald continued to sing 
live in the bar, as did Angus MacLean 
from Tolsta, Lewis. 

The legend of the Park Bar was born. 
If Donald and others hadn’t given 

a song that night, perhaps the past 
50 years of music would never have 
happened.

What’s on
Saturday January 7: Glasgow Skye 
Association new year family ceilidh 
in the Crawford Hall. 
Friday January 27: Glasgow Uist and 
Barra Association new year dance in 
the Glasgow University Union.
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Why choose a New Year's break on the west coast of Scotland? 
No other nation in the world celebrates with quite as much 

revelry and passion as Scotland does, and there are many brilliant 
celebrations from which to choose. 

Hogmanay, what we Scots call New Year's Eve, has origins that reach 
back to the celebration of the winter solstice among the Vikings with 
wild parties at this time of year. Argyll and The Isles and Lochaber's 

pubs, bars and hotels will offer a range of music and entertainment over 
Hogmanay. Some will be traditional with a good old fashioned Céilidh, 
while others will feature local music from folk to rock. Most town centre 
pubs will have a late licence to 3am, (but please note some operate a late 

night curfew with no admissions after midnight.)

But whatever the scale of the event and wherever it's held, Argyll and 
Lochaber celebrations guarantee a warm welcome and more new 
friends than you ever knew you had, all in a frenzy of goodwill!

NEW
Y EA R
C E L E BR AT IONS

2016

SUMMIT GOOD
THIS HOGMANAY

A FORT William charity set up 
in memory of a ‘beautiful, brave 
and sparkly star’ has donated a 
staggering £25,000 to the Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children in 
Edinburgh.

STAR for Harris was set up by 
Tanya and Allan Ross after their 
son Harris lost his battle with a 
brain tumour in 2010 when he 
was just 16 months old. 

LoveOliver, a charity set up 
by Jennifer and Andy Gill, who 
also lost their son Oliver to 
cancer, donated £25,000 to the 
hospital where both children 
spent most of their lives.

The two families went to visit 
the ward in Edinburgh where 
they met Susan Veitch from the 
Sick Kids Foundation to present 
them with a £50,000 cheque.

Speaking to The Oban Times, 
mum Tanya said: ‘The money 
raised was thanks to the many 
people who took part in our 
‘Reach for the Ward Two Stars’ 
campaign by taking on chal-
lenges including marathons or 
arranging golf events and sales.

‘The hospital holds so many 
precious memories for us all. 
The new Sick Kids is due to open 
in spring 2018 so we wanted to 
make sure we popped by where 
our boys had been treated. It 

STAFF and nursery children from St Columba’s 
School, Fort William, enjoyed a special 
Christmas outing last week.

Eight youngsters from the school’s nursery 
boarded Santa’s Christmas train last Wednes-
day (December 21) and headed to Glen� nnan 
for the train’s � rst festive trip.

Head teacher Violet Smith told The Oban 
Times: ‘The children were so excited to be met 
at the station by Santa and his elves.’

On board the train, the children sang Christ-

mas carols, enjoyed a snack and coloured in 
pictures in books donated by elves.

Ms Smith added: ‘On the way back to Fort 
William, Santa came round the carriages to 
speak to the children about what they would 
like to receive for Christmas. He gave each 
child a beautiful gift and everyone was happy 
with their toys and games.

‘It was a wonderful end to the term and 
a lovely start to the children’s Christmas 
holiday.’ Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Fort William charity sparkles 
with £25,000 for hospital ward

always feels like it all happened 
yesterday when we are back at 
the Sick Kids as memories are 
so vivid.’

The families also had the 
chance to visit the new state-
of-the-art hospital and see the 
progress being made there. 

Tanya said: ‘Jennifer and Andy 
have become such good friends 
of ours after our paths crossed 
briefly on ward two and we share 
such a special bond. 

‘We are all there to support 
each other and to share ideas 
for building on our boys’ living 
legacies. 

‘It was incredible to have the 
two charities join forces and we 
plan to do so again.’

STAR for Harris has also 
continued to fund its ongoing 
initiatives this year providing 

music therapy at the Edinburgh 
and Glasgow sick children’s 
hospitals, preparing numerous 
gift sets for children going into 
isolation, a Christmas celebra-
tion, a magician for ward two 
at Edinburgh and resources for 
both wards.

‘We loved joining forces with 
a range of smaller children’s 
cancer charities this year to turn 
Scotland gold during September 
to raise awareness of childhood 
cancer awareness month.  For 
this, the highlights were helping 
get the childhood cancer logo 
added to the grass pyramids 
between Glasgow and Edin-
burgh and seeing a gold bus with 
entertainment travelling around 
Edinburgh full of children who 
are currently receiving treat-
ment,’ said Tanya.

She added: ‘Allan and I 
can’t thank all of the people 
who contribute to STAR for 
Harris enough as without their 
kindness we couldn’t achieve as 
much as we do. 

‘The charity all started from 
wanting to provide what would 
have benefited our beautiful, 
brave and sparkly star Harris 
when he was being treated and 
we really feel we are making 
a difference to children being 
treated for cancer right now and 
what an honour it is to get to do 
that.’  

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

All aboard the Santa express

TIMESLINE

THE OBAN Times has learned 
that the Highland Council will 
hold another Fort William Com-
munity Council election next 
year, despite it being dissolved in 
November.

A source, who asked not to 
be named, said they believed 
around 20 parents at Lundavra 
Primary School had signed a peti-
tion to form another community 
council. They also indicated that 
it could be the � rst all-female 
community council.

A Highland Council spokes-
person con� rmed there will be 
another election, despite holding 
two last year with no success in 
forming a community council.

VISITOR numbers to the West 
Highland Museum in Fort Wil-
liam have reached a 35-year 
high. A total of 48,333 people 
stepped into the Cameron 
Square museum, � ve times 
more visitors than � ve years 
ago. A museum spokesperson 
said: ‘When the West High-
land Museum last saw 48,000 
visitors, petrol was delivered 
in gallons and the Sinclair 
ZX81 had just been launched.’

New drive to set up 
community council

Crowds � ock to 
town’s museum

The families hand over the 
£50,000 cheque to the Sick Kids 

Foundation.
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9
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14
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20 21

Across

1 Man's mug (4,3)

5 Play guitar unskillfully (5)

8 Slime (5)

9 Celebrity work (4,3)

10 On the up (4,3,6)

11 Explosive (6)

12 Land on Lake Victoria (6)

15 Joining words to make another (9,4)

18 Syrian seaport (7)

19 Desktop pictures (5)

20 Fowl place (5)

21 Agog (3-4)

Down

1 Bait (5)

2 Stiff cotton fabric (7)

3 Will do nicely! (4,3,6)

4 Fabric inserted for comfort (6)

5 Carried out completely (13)

6 Christmas card bird (5)

7 Lively Polish dance (7)

11 Worldly (7)

13 New words (7)

14 Riser of cakes (6)

16 Maxim (5)

17 Pondered (5)

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION
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GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
CROSSWORD

A NATIVITY story told through the eyes 
of a donkey packed Rockfield Primary 
School. Principal teacher Elaine Camp-
bell said: ‘Our nativity was performed 
in front of a very large audience by our 
nursery and primary one children. In all, 
more than 100 children were involved in 
the performance. The nativity was called 
Away in a Manger and was the traditional 
nativity story told through the eyes of 
Maurice the donkey who was very upset 
at all the commotion in his stable. 

‘The story was narrated by the four 
school captains. The children sang, acted 
and played instruments and it was a 
fantastic success. 

‘The children all worked so hard and we 
are very proud of them all. It was so well 
supported by parents and wider school 
community and many stayed behind 
afterwards to enjoy a cup of tea and a 
mince pie.’

Primary children steal the shows

afterwards to enjoy a cup of tea and a 
mince pie.’
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Primary children steal the showsPrimary children steal the shows
In the spirit of Christmas

PRE-FIVE and primary pupils 
at Tobermory High School per-
formed their Christmas concert 
last Tuesday night to a gymnasium 
packed full of proud parents.  The 
pre-fives unit started the show 
with excellent renditions of Born 
in a stable and Twinkle twinkle 
Christmas star, complete with 
hand actions. Shine Star Shine was 
then performed by Primary 1 and 
2.  A range of carols then followed 
from Primary 3 and 4 with ‘Christ-
mas around the clock’, featuring 
songs from the past to the present.  
Primary’s 5, 6 and 7 rounded 
the night off with Cinderella – A 
Potted Panto. It was a confident 
performance with plenty of laughs 
– several of the young actors were 
fresh from the town pantomime 
the previous week. 
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Friday 30 December – Thursday 5 January 
The cinema will be closed 
on Sunday 1 January - 
Thursday 5 January
AMERICAN HONEY | 15 | 183 MIN
Fri 16:45, Sat: 17:00, Mon: 16:45, Tue: 18:30, Wed: 16:45, 
Thu: 18:30
A teenage girl with nothing to lose joins a travelling 
magazine sales crew, and gets caught up in a whirlwind 
of hard partying, law bending and young love as she 
criss-crosses the Midwest with a band of mis� ts.

ARRIVAL | 12A | 136 MIN
Wed, Thu: 14:30
When mysterious spacecraft touch down across the 
globe, an elite team - lead by expert linguist Louise 
Banks - are brought together to investigate. As mankind 
teeters on the verge of global war, Banks and the team 
race against time for answers - and to � nd them, she 
will take a chance that could threaten her life, and quite 
possibly humanity.

BALLERINA | U | 119 MIN
Fri: 12:30, Sat: 13:00, Mon: 12:30, Tue: 14:15, Wed: 12:30, 
Thu: 14:15
Children’s animation. Set in 1879 Paris. An orphan girl 
dreams of becoming a ballerina and � ees her rural 
Brittany for Paris, where she passes for someone else 
and accedes to the position of pupil at the Grand Opera 
house.

I, DANIEL BLAKE | 15 | 120 MIN
Wed: 20:00, Thu: 21:40
Winner - Palme d’Or - 2016 Cannes Film Festival. Daniel 
Blake (59) has worked as a joiner most of his life in New-
castle. Now, for the � rst time ever, he needs help from 
the State.

KIDS CLUB: TROLLS | PG | 112 MIN
Sat: 11:00
Children’s Classic. DreamWorks Animation’s TROLLS is an 
irreverent comedy extravaganza with incredible music!

MOANA | PG | 133 MIN
Fri: 12:00, Sat: 11:30, Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu: 12:00
From Walt Disney Animation Studios comes “Moana,” a 
sweeping, CG-animated feature � lm about an adventur-
ous teenager who sails out on a daring mission to save 
her people.

OFFICE CHRISTMAS PARTY | 15 | 125 MIN
Tue, Thu: 16:15
In OFFICE CHRISTMAS PARTY, when the CEO (Jennif-
er Aniston) tries to close her hard-partying brother’s 
branch, he (T.J. Miller) and his Chief Technical O�  cer 
(Jason Bateman) must rally their co-workers and host 
an epic o�  ce Christmas party in an e� ort to impress a 
potential client and close a sale that will save their jobs.

SULLY | 12A | 116 MIN
Fri: 14:30, Sat: 15:00, Mon, Wed: 14:30
Parent and baby screening: Tue: 11:30
On January 15, 2009, the world witnessed the “Miracle 
on the Hudson” when Captain “Sully” Sullenberger (Tom 
Hanks) glided his disabled plane onto the frigid waters of 
the Hudson River, saving the lives of all 155 aboard. How-
ever, even as Sully was being heralded by the public and 
the media for his unprecedented feat of aviation skill, an 
investigation was unfolding that threatened to destroy 
his reputation and his career.

ROGUE ONE: A STAR WARS STORY | 12A | 153 
MIN
Fri: 17:30, Sat: 17:00, Mon, Tue: 17:30, Wed, Thu: 20:00
3D: Fri: 14.30, Sat: 14:00, Mon, Tue: 14:30, Wed, Thu: 17:00
‘Rogue One: A Star Wars Story’, is the � rst � lm in the new 
standalone movies from Lucas� lm. It tells the story of 
how a group of unlikely heroes unite to undertake a 
daring and seemingly impossible mission to steal the 
plans for the Death Star.

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott
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AS WE recover from one of the 
year’s biggest celebrations and 
ready ourselves for the imminent 
arrival of the next, the merits 
of Christmas and New Year 
as catalysts for reflection and 
re-evaluating, and as reminders 
to give gratitude for good fortune 
and acceptance of bad, are 
strong in the minds of most. For 
many thousands of years and 
going back far further then the 
present day labels we place on 
them, at these festivals of winter 
solstice and celebrations of the 
new year, we have no doubt been 
having very similar thoughts and 
conversations.  

So as an Oban Times columnist 
of 2053 BC might well have done 
during the days of their midwin-
ter celebrations, I have picked 
from each month, some random 
sentences and verses from my 
contributions of 2016 by way of 
reflecting on the year’s offerings.

January
‘Celtic Connections has changed 
this seasonal pattern of January 
blues for anyone with an interest 
in music!’

February
‘Runrig is the most significant 
cultural entity to emerge 
from Gaelic Scotland in living 
memory.’

March
‘There is no man in western 
Scotland who is the subject of 
so many stories as is Fergie 
MacDonald.’

April
‘From all at Skipinnish we wish 
them a very fond farewell and we 
are excited for both their and our 
new beginnings.’

‘While we live and work on it we 
will experience the bounties, the 
hardships and tragedies borne by 
the powerful and eternal cycle of 
the sea.’

May
‘Gordon has shown that one man 
can indeed change an Island.’

June
The Harvest

Will the harvest of the homeland 
come again
And the children of the grain 
return as men

Will our chorus still be strong, 
when we all are dead and gone 
And our voices proudly echo in 
the glen.

July
‘The poets and musicians of the 
First World War are long passed 
away but in their music and 
words, they live on.’

‘No sooner could I utter my 
polite and sheepish “Ahoy there” 
than the grumpy looking skipper 
loudly and forcefully said in a 
strong Danish accent, “Why the 
Hell you stop? I just got beer 
from the fridge so I seet and 
leesten to bagpipe!” ’

August
So world wide let’s show our 
pride, raise glasses in the air
And drink a toast to Davy and 
the noble Iolaire.

But if eternal journeys mean we 
never meet again
Be glad for golden time there’s 
been, we had our heaven then.
And when you want to feel my 
soul, my voice will still be strong
Just listen to the ocean roll and 
hear me in my song.

September
‘…   it is obvious that the 
immense talent and character of 
the Vatersay Boys is no accident. 
This house is renowned for its 
welcome and hospitality, and the 
company, music and stories were 
the perfect finish to our stay.’ 

October
‘Our friends, Angus Grant Senior 
and his wife Moira can be proud 
that their son was the leading 
light to a generation of musicians 
and helped lay the foundations 
of an entire genre of traditional 
music. His tunes, his influence 
and his spirit are still very much 
alive.’

November
‘To the contributors, the 
collectors, and the protectors of 
this material we should be very 
grateful.  They have given us an 
infinite well of cultural riches.’

December
‘All those involved deserve 
special thanks and I wish 
heartfelt congratulations to all 
nominees and winners at the 
Trad Music Oscars!’

I will sign off for 2016 with the 
first verse and chorus of our new 
song to be released for download 
on Friday January 13. 

This was printed in October as 
part of my piece about Angus 
Grant Junior and is a fairly 
accurate portrayal of my thoughts 
on the highs and lows of 2016. 
The song will be making its live 
debut at the Nevis Centre next 
week – those who are going can 
learn the chorus, and you might 
make it on to the music video.

Thanks for reading, and Bliadhna 
Mhath Ùr dhuibh uile.

Alive 
We may not see tomorrow but 
today the earth is ours
Unknown the new horizons in the 
hands of higher powers
But now we bear the blessings 
when the golden stars align
Feel the grace and hold the 
wonder, you’re alive!

Chorus
You're alive, you're alive and the 
stars are on your side 
Feel the wonder of the world, you 
are alive! 

Midwinter re� ections

Easdale Primary School.

Lundavra.

Achaleven Primary 
School staged Barny – 

the Story of Silent Night. 
This tale (or should 
that be tail!), set in 

Austria, tells the story 
of a little church mouse 

who is so hungry she 
ends up nibbling on 

the church organ 
which damages it. The 
minister persuades the 
organist to write a new 
carol using then notes 

that still play. This is 
how the carol Silent 
Night was created.
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A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain
Listings for Thursday 29 December 
2016 – Thursday 5 January 2017 

DIARDAOIN 29 DÙBHLACHD
THURSDAY 29 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.00 De a-nis? (rpt)
19.00 An Là – News
19.05 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
19.25 An Lot – Episode 3 – chickens and 
cattle arrive (rpt)
19.55 Leugh Mi – guest discuss their 
favourite books (rpt)
20.30 Ceòlmhor@PipingLive – music 
(rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Scotstar: Teasairginn 
Èiginneach –Scotstar transfer service – 
Episode 3
22.00 An Dara Teud: Na Trads – 
Highlights of the Trad Awards 2016 (rpt)

23.00 Ball-coise/Football: Aberdeen v 
Hamilton Accies
23.55 Ball-coise/Football: Partick Thistle 
v Dundee

DHAOINE 30 DÙBHLACHD
FRIDAY 30 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.00 An Là – News
19.05 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – 
Music (rpt)
19.30 Mòd nan Còisirean – the choirs 
from Mod 2016 (rpt)
21.00 Balach nam Bàgh – the 
remarkable story of Iain Urquhart (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Chì mi anns a Bhothan 
Thu – illegal drinking dens
23.00 Slàinte Mhath – songs about 
drinking culture – Episode 1 (rpt)
 
DISATHAIRNE 31 DÙBHLACHD
SATURDAY 31 DECEMBER
12.55 BEÒ | LIVE: Treviso v Glasgow
14.50 Boy in the Bubble (rpt)
15.00 Alba Rìoghail – The Royal Family 

in Scotland (rpt)
16.05 Na Saboteurs (rpt)
16.20 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.00 Spòrs na Bliadhna – Sports 
Review 2016 (rpt)
20.00 Ceòl Dannsa – Box & Fiddle Music 
(rpt)
20.30 Druthag na Hearadh – A Little 
Drop of Harris – Episode 1 (rpt)
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Gladys – a journey of 
discovery
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Cò Ach….Cathy Ann – 
a look at the life of Cathy Ann MacPhee
22.30 Hebridean Celtic Festival – music 
(rpt)
22.40 ÙR | NEW: Taigh Thorcuill – 
Pàrtaidhean – what makes the perfect 
party?
23.30 BEÒ | LIVE:  Ceilidh na Bliadhn’ 
Ùire – Hogmanay Ceilidh from Stirling 
Castle

DIDÒMHNAICH 1 FAOILLEACH
SUNDAY 1 JANUARY
16.00 Ceilidh na Bliadhn’ Ùire – 

Hogmanay Ceilidh (rpt) 
18.00 ÙR | NEW: Rannan Rapach – 
Revolting Rhymes
18.30 Air Chall ‘s Air Lorg – a boy and a 
penguin and their friendship (rpt)
19.00 Alleluia! – Spiritual music and 
verse (rpt)
19.30 A’ Bhliadhna – News Review 2016 
(rpt)
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Druthag na Hearadh – 
Harris Distillery – Episode 2
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Bha mi Latha 
Samhraidh – When Stornoway was 
Dancing
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Anna Latharna: 
Aitealan – a musical journey with Anna 
Lorne Gillies
23.00 Ball-coise/Football – Hamilton 
Accies v Motherwell
24.00 Ball-coise/Football – Partick 
Thistle v Kilmarnock

DILUAIN 2 FAOILLEACH
MONDAY 2 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 

19.00 An Là – News
19.05 Oir a’ Chuain Shiair – wildlife and 
landscape – Episode 1 (rpt)
19.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.00 ÙR | NEW: An Lot – Donald 
MacSween and his crofting life – Episode 4
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Druthag na Hearadh – 
The Harris Distillery – Episode 3 
21.00 Trusadh: Am Bonn Òir – the story 
of the Mod Gold Medal (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Port – musical 
connections in Orkney
22.50 Taigh Thorcuill: Pàrtaidhean – 
what makes a great party? (rpt)
23.35 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – 
music (rpt)

DIMÀIRT 3 FAOILLEACH
TUESDAY 3 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.00 An Là – News
19.05 Oir a’ Chuain Shiair – wildlife and 
landscape – Episode 2 (rpt)
20.00 Cò Ach….Cathy Ann - a look at 
the life of Cathy Ann MacPhee

20.30 ÙR | NEW: Leugh Mi – Guests and 
their favourite books
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Farpaisean Chon-
Chaorach - Sheepdogs
22.00 Jimmy Johnstone – the life of a 
phenomenal Scottish sporting hero (rpt)
23.30 Slàinte Mhath – Songs about 
whisky – Episode 2

DICIADAIN 4 FAOILLEACH
WEDNESDAY 4 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.10 Oir a’ Chuain Shiair – wildlife and 
landscape – Episode 3 (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.15 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber (rpt)
20.30 Fuine – cooking for a dinner party 
(rpt)
21.00 Chì mi anns a’ Bhothan Thu – the 
story of the illegal drinking dens (rpt) 
22.00 Port – musical connections in 
Orkney (rpt)
22.50 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
22.55 Scotstar: Teasargainn 
Èiginneach – the Scotstar Transfer Service 

– Episode 3 (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 5 FAOILLEACH
THURSDAY 5 JANUARY
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.05 Thomas Telford – A’ togail Na 
Gaidhealtachd – Telford’s Highland legacy 
(rpt)
19.50 Binneas – Duncan Chisholm (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh – Episode 7 of 
the original Gaelic Current A� airs series 
(rpt)
21.00 DIY le Donnie – Donnie MacLeod 
is back with more DIY (rpt)
21.50 Ceòl bho Perthshire Amber – 
music (rpt)
22.00 ÙR | NEW: Air an Rathad – it’s all 
about the cars! 
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Last Days of the 
Romanovs – the Romanov’s assassination
23.20 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
23.25 Slàinte Mhath – songs about 
whisky (rpt)

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayerbbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur 
’s a’ Buain

SANTA, a snowman, an elf 
and a Christmas pudding 
were among the compet-
itors of a festive-themed 
three-mile race, which 

took place on Sunday. The 
Santa 5k run was organised 
as part of the Fit With You 
boot camp run by Jemma 
Campbell.

The event helped raise 
£110 on the day for the 
Oban-based charity, Hope 
Kitchen. 

Before they started, 

runners warmed up with a 
‘Merry Sweatness’ session. 

They then left from 
Oban's Station Square 
at 9am, ran through the 

streets, and made their 
way to Ganavan Sands 
before turning round 
and finishing back at the 
station.

Santas, a snowman, and elf and a Christmas pudding gather in Station Square ready to dash round town on Sunday morning.

Santas are caught on the run … with a 
little help from an elf and a pudding

We recently put out a call to our readers asking you to write a short story or a few lines of 
poetry on a subject that inspired you, and we have been overwhelmed by your response. 
Argyll and Lochaber are certainly home to a wealth of hidden talent. Here, you can read the 
second of the submissions following on from last week's batch. Enjoy! A short story winner 
and a poetry winner will both be chosen.

Festive tales and � ne rhymes

Ten thousand years ago, 
a glacier, perhaps half a 
mile thick, gouging and 
grinding its way over and 
through the ancient rocks 
of modern Argyll, created 
what is now known as The 
Sound of Kerrera.
As the geological clock 
ticked, the ice retreated; 
the continents heaved 
and rose, and swelled, 
the uprising land masses 
manoeuvring like pieces in 
some giants’ chess match. 
The mighty Atlantic 
Ocean formed. Some 41 
million square miles of 
salt water, in thunderous 
motion, forged its way 
along the fringes of the 
continents, eroding soft 
material, creating sea 
lochs, and sounds, or 
tumbling away the fringes 
leaving soaring rock hard 
sea-cliffs.

And so was created that 
natural sea-canal we now 
call the Sound of Kerrera.

To understand and fully 

enjoy the majesty of the 
Sound, let us approach 
our marine highway from 
the south, perhaps in some 
sturdy craft that has toiled 
through swell and tide for 
many sea miles. 

With Loch Feochan away 
to the right on our star-
board beam, its entrance 
fouled by the shallows cre-
ated by a glacial terminal 
moraine, we are presented 
with Clan MacDougall’s 
Guylan Castle mounted on 
Kerrera’s frowning south-
ern headland, a remnant 
sentinel from bygone wars. 

Sailing northward, the 
channel narrows between 
Lady Rock to Port, and 
on the right,  Sgheir an 
Fheurain, 'the Fountain 
Rock'.

Soon, the mainland shore 
opens up into Gallanach, 
'the Field of Rhubarb'. 

Gallanach was the port 
for naval tenders that ser-
viced both the flying-boats 
base that was established 

during the Second World 
War at the north end of 
Kerrera and the attendant 
boom defence team that 
maintained the wire 
and anchor system that 
once stretched across 
the Sound to the south, 
barring entrance to any 
enemy craft intent on 
raiding that base. 

In these happier times, 
it is the quaintly named 
'Puffin Dive Centre', 
whose instructors train 
aspirant aquanauts in 
such skills as underwater 
photography.

Stand on the pier at 
Gallanach and look west-
wards across the Sound at 
Kerrera island. 

There on the slope 
running down to the shore 
is a singular field, fresh 
green among the browns 
and rust-reds of the sur-
rounding bracken. This 
emerald stamp of ground 
is “ Dalrigh.” 

In 1249, the mainland 

borders of the nation of 
Scotland were more or less 
established as we know 
them to day. However, the 
islands to the west, includ-
ing Kerrera, were under 
the thrall of Haakon 4th 
of Norway.  It was to win 
these islands for his own 
crown that Alexander had 
assembled a war fleet of 
Scottish birlinns, that now 
lay at anchor, just off the 
shore of Dalrigh in Horse 
Shoe Bay. 

Alexander was never to 
confront Haakon. On July 
8, 1249, he took ill aboard 
ship, was removed ashore 
to Kerrera, and there he 
died in a tent erected at 
Dalrigh, 'the Field of the 
King'. 

Alexander’s son and 
heir, Alexander the 3rd. 
would achieve his father’s 
ambitions for the national 
boundaries, but that’s a 
story for another day.  

Liam Griffin Kilbride, 
December 2016.

The Sound of Kerrera  Liam Gri�  n Kilbride LOSS
 
The salt he finds soaking his cheeks
has not been carried on the wind today, 
for all it’s cold December and storms blow 
fierce
and frequent through the streets of Stornoway,
for all that he’s in exile from citadel and souq,
Bab al-Hamid and all the ancient city gates. 
 
These losses rarely trouble him. It has been his 
fate
to wander this vast distance; to more often 
hear
Gaelic these days than Arabic; to shiver in this 
dampness;
to every evening taste the smear 
of salt upon his lips; to yearn sometimes
for the call to prayer to echo round his ears.
 
No. Not today. Instead he feels within his arms
a vacancy of children; the weight of these five 
ghosts
he used to hold and embrace; the five souls
he knows he has lost. 

And it is this that makes the morning cold and 
bleak.
It is this that makes these salt tears trickle 
down the furrows of his cheeks.
 
Donald S Murray

DEAD and GONE
He’s dead and gone,
he’s not 'passed on'.
'He’s gone to rest',
they think it best
To talk like this of rotting friend in earthy 
chest.
'At last he’s called'
well no-one told
How scaling wire he caught the fire
Those leaded streams,
I heard no angel voices call
I only heard the screams.
He 'passed away'
that is to say
Someone snuffed him,
laid him low,
He coughed and gurgled painful slow,
But I’d have lied if I‘d have said he’d ought but 
died.

Before the bugle charges sound
While frightened Tommies hug the ground
E’en non-believers whispered prayer
'Oh God please get me out of here'
I heard him cry before he died
'Oh God please help me to your side'
In life, he did not know him well
In death, the choice was him or hell.
The body dead from ugly wound
The soul departed from the ground
But someone must have heard his call
Have marked his lonely final fall.
For now that grimace fixed in pain
Has vanished, smoothed, relaxed again
Who else but God could that achieve
All earthly care and pain relieve.

Lil, Appin

Venturing here
carry every charm
you own, to pass
safe in and out.

Even God wears
the shark's tooth
of Buachaille Etive Mor
around His neck.

GLENCOE  Ken Sutherland
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The Oban Times New Year Cinema Offer
In association with Oban Phoenix Cinema

To book, take your completed coupon along to Oban Phoenix Cinema, 140 George Street, 
Oban. You can � nd details of � lms and times in this issue of The Oban Times or online at 
www.obanphoenix.com. If you are a digital subscriber – we don’t want you to miss out! 
Give us a call on 01631 568000 and we will give you 
details on how you can claim the o� er.  

The Oban Times is celebrating the arrival of 2017 
with an amazing o� er for its readers! Shake o�  
those post-Christmas January blues and head on 
down to Oban Phoenix Cinema with our buy-one-
get-one-free o� er for Tuesday night screenings. 
Valid until January 24, 2017. Booking essential.

Kids feeling gloomy that Christmas is 
over? Treat them to a FREE Kid’s Club 
movie – valid until Saturday January 
28, 2017. Kid’s Club showings are every 
Saturday morning. Booking essential. 
Admits one child. Parents go for £1. 

Tuesday night 
screenings only

details on how you can claim the o� er.  

FREE KID’S CLUB ADMISSION
This voucher entitles the holder to one free child admission to 

Oban Phoenix Cinema Saturday morning Kid’s Club. Valid until 

Saturday January 28, 2017. Booking essential. Parents go for £1. 

All children must be accompanied by an adult. Fill in your details 

and take to Oban Phoenix Cinema to book in advance. One 

voucher per one admission. Photocopied vouchers will not be 

accepted. Whilst tickets last.  

Name ................................................
..............

Email  .............................................
.................

Oban Phoenix Cinema would like to add you to their mailing list for 

the latest news and o� ers. Tick here to opt out. 

BUY ONE GET ONE FREE 
This voucher entitles the holder to one free admission to any 
Tuesday night screening with purchase of one full paying ticket. 
O� er valid until Tuesday January 24, 2017. Booking essential. 
Fill in your details and take to Oban Phoenix Cinema to book 
in advance. One voucher per one admission. Photocopied 
vouchers will not be accepted. Whilst tickets last. 

Name ..........................................................
Email  ..........................................................

Oban Phoenix Cinema would like to add you to their mailing list 
for the latest news and o� ers. Tick here to opt out. 

FREE child ticket  
     PLUS  
FREE hot drink 

Start o�  2017 with an inspiring trip with the 
family to Sea Life Sanctuary, Oban, with this 

amazing reader o� er. 
With The Oban Times’ FREE child ticket o� er, your little one can get up close 
and personal with sea life creatures, learn about marine conservation, embrace 
wildlife and the outdoors at the centre’s stunning nature trail, play in the forest 
playpark and much more – and you don’t need to pay for them! 
PLUS - After having so much fun, wind down with a FREE hot drink at the 
Sea Life Sanctuary Co� ee Shop. 
Visit www2.visitsealife.com/oban

FREE 
CHILD TICKET

FREE 
HOT DRINK 

WITH ONE FULL-PAYING ADULT AT SEA LIFE SANCTUARY COFFEE SHOP
Terms and conditions apply. Please present this 
voucher at the front desk on arrival. Admits one 
child for free with one full-paying adult to Sea Life 
Sanctuary, Oban. Vouchers are not accepted online at 
the Sea Life Sanctuary website. Photocopied vouchers 
will not be accepted. Voucher valid until February 28, 
2017. For children aged 3-15. Under 3s go free.  If you 
are a digital subscriber – we don’t want you to miss out! 
Give us a call on 01631 568000 and we will give you 
details on how you can claim the o� er. 

Terms and conditions apply. O� er applies to any 
regular sized hot drink from the Sea Life Sanctuary 
co� ee shop, Oban. Excludes Mocha, Double Espresso 
and Hot Chocolate. Please present this voucher at 
the co� ee shop till point. Photocopied vouchers 
will not be accepted. Voucher valid until February 
28, 2017. If you are a digital subscriber – we don’t 
want you to miss out! Give us a call on 01631 568000 
and we will give you details on how you can claim 
the o� er. 
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD

Torment By Cathy Winterton
'You’ve had enough pal,' said 
the barman.

The man leant forward, his 
head lolling to one side: 'I 
said, get me another.' Quiet, 
angry, and very slurred.

The landlady moved in. 
Tall enough, full chested, 
strong-looking with long hair. 

'Time to get some air pal.'
He nodded. No, you wouldn’t 

piss her about. He straightened 
up and started, slowly, deliber-
ately for the door.

The landlady opened it for 
him.

Yes, she was kindly.
'Watch how ye go now,' she 

whispered.
The cold night air flushed 

his addled head.
Christ I’m wasted.
He stumbled on the cobbles 

of Leith’s backstreets. 
God, if I could just go home. 
Nobody knows the trouble 

I’ve seen. Nobody knows my 
sorrow.

Seeking the shadows, he 
bumped off the walls. It was 

cold, so cold.

***

It was a beautiful, icy cold 
morning. She glanced at the 
clock.

S**t.
She slugged her coffee, 

grabbed her workbag and the 
rubbish. She ran down the 
stone stairs of the tenement, 
the outer door banging 
behind her. Sorry Frank, she 
thought of her housebound, 
ground-floor neighbour.

A van passed too fast, using 
the rat run to avoid the lights. 
She dashed across the street, 
and standing on a block 
conveniently placed in front 
of the shared bin, she lifted 
the lid, and as her rubbish bag 
left her hand and the daylight 
flooded in and the lid started 
coming down again, she 
jumped backwards swearing 
rapidly.

The lid crashed explosively.
Oh my God, oh my God, 

s**t, s**t, are you ok? Are 
you ok?

A noise, a grunt replied.
She called again: Are you 

ok?
A voice-like sound. Not a 

groan.
Christ. What now?
The overthinking began.
Can’t leave him there. What 

about his privacy, his dignity? 
He might be embarrassed to 
be found in a bin. In a bin, for 
****’s sake. Jesus, the poor 
b*****d. 

She started walking. Incred-
ulous, she was walking away.

Maybe call the police? And, 
what, shower down more 
trouble on the poor bugger? 
It’s dry in there, sheltered, 
hidden from the thugs, safe 
enough apart from the rain of 
rubbish bags.

Her heart was racing as 
the thoughts tumbled over 
themselves. She’d always 
feared finding a limb in 
under growth. But he was 
alive, definitely alive.

No, I must do something.
She looked frantically up 

and down the street as she 
still headed towards work, 
still aware she was going to 
be late.

How prosaic: she loathed 
herself.

She saw a traffic warden. 
Blurting the information, he 
listened.

Will you do something? 
Please. You will do some-
thing? She urged.

I’ll call it in, he replied 
plainly.

She walked on, head down, 
head jangling. Suddenly she 
stopped mid-thought, dis-
tracted by the distinct clatter 
and motor, she turned. She 
started running, waving and 
shouting, furiously and fran-
tically, running faster, as fast 
as she could; a car honked 
hard and swerved her as she 
stepped off the curb, and 
she kept going, now crying, 
now sobbing as the bin lorry 
rattled into the distance.

Comunn Gàidhealach an Obain

Old New Year Ceilidh 
Featuring Còisir Ghàidhlig an Òbain

Masonic Lodge Oban
Saturday 14th January 2017

At 7.30pm
Tickets £6 including light supper

All welcome

FORT WILLIAM ACCORDION & FIDDLE CLUB
Musical Evening

on Tuesday, 3 January, 2017 at 8pm
GUEST ARTISTS:
Innes MacKintosh

Railway Club Inverlochy, All Welcome
Admission £4.00 … Tea & Raffle Extra

IN THE EVENT OF A LAST MINUTE CANCELLATION BY
ANY GUEST ARTIST THE COMMITTEE WILL

FIND AN ALTERNATIVE ARTIST

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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A CALMAC super fan was 
treated to a special New Year 
treat after asking for one of 
the ferry operator’s fleet from 
Santa.

Santa knew a picture or a 
model of the ferry wouldn’t do 
for Ardrishaig toddler Blair 
Houston, but he also knew that 
even he wouldn’t be able to fit 
the ferry on his sleigh. So, he 
put in a call to Lochinvar skip-
per Lawrence Allibone and a 
special trip was arranged. 

Lawrence said: ‘It’s not often 
we get a call from Santa. We 
did explain we couldn’t just 
hand over the ferry as it would 
make other people sad, but we 
couldn’t disappoint our young 
fan either. 

‘We decided we would love to 
have Blair on the bridge with 
us helping to sail his favourite 
ferry.’

Lawrence was very impressed 
with Blair’s knowledge of the 
ferry when the family went for 
the special day out on January 
4, saying: ‘He has sailed the 
route so often he was able to 
give us plenty of tips and keep 
us on course. He was absolutely 
fantastic and really helped me 
out. He’ll make a fine captain 
one day. Maybe Santa will have 
a spare ferry for him by then.’

STORM Henry caused more 
than one-third of all CalMac 
sailings to be cancelled, as 
gusts at more than 100mph 
swept along the West Coast. 
Wind speeds peaked in the 
early hours of February 2, 
with strong winds continuing 
throughout the day, resulting 
in 90 per cent of sailings in 
the Inner, Outer and Southern 

Hebrides being called off. But 
ferries weren’t the only victims 
of the weather, as both trains 
and buses were also disrupted, 
with police called out to a 
number of overturned lorries. 
Due to high winds and high 
tides, waves bombarded the 
esplanade in Oban and caused 
waterfalls to flow backwards 
on Mull.

VISITSCOTLAND’S search 
for an ambassador dog has 
left an Oban cat feline very 
annoyed. Parsley, who lives by 
McCaig’s Tower, believes he is 
‘purrfect’ for the job – but the 
national organisation is only 
looking for a dog, a move Pars-
ley thinks is discriminatory.

The red Maine Coon already 
takes time to welcome and di-
rect tourists all over the town, 
and he can often be found in a 
local pub or hotel, liking noth-
ing better than a wee cuddle 
from a tourist or two.

So outraged was Parsley by 
the search for a dog that on 
Monday he wrote to VisitScot-

land to raise his hackles about 
the Ambassadog scheme. He 
wrote: ‘It came to my attention 
that you are looking for a dog 
ambassador for Scotland. I 
must admit I was at first bewil-
dered and then rather angry.

‘Let me explain. I have been 
welcoming tourists and show-
ing them around Oban for the 
past year. It’s a full-time job 
and nobody could beat me at it. 
Admittedly, I am only covering 
Oban, but I am doing an excel-
lent job.

‘I know I can’t win this contest 
because (spit) I am not a dog. 
However, I want it to be noted 
that the VisitScotland contest 

is discriminating against me. If 
you take a look at my Facebook 
page, you’ll see why I’m so 
frustrated.’

Parsley’s owner, Fiona 
Campbell Smith, said she 
was disappointed that her cat 
could not be considered for the 
VisitScotland prize. She said: 
‘I have had to fit Parsley with 
a GPS tracker so that I know 
where he is. He is very keen 
to meet people and show them 
around the town.

‘His favourite pubs in town 
are the Balmoral, the Rowan-
tree and I once found him 
curled up in a ball on the seats 
in the Tartan Tavern.’

A FOSSILISED 440-million-
year-old fungus which 
kick-started the human race 
has been discovered on Ker-
rera by Cambridge University 
scientists.

According to a new paper 
published in the Botanical 
Journal of the Linnean Society, 
Tortotubus protuberans is 
the oldest fossilised land-
dwelling organism ever found 
in the world; only sea crea-
tures have been found which 
are older.

While the micro-fossil, no 
wider than a human hair, 
cannot be said to be the first 
organism to live on land, it was 
among the first to colonise it 
and, vitally for human beings 
to come, to create nutrients for 
plants to grow and tempt sea 
creatures onto dry land.

The paper’s author, Dr 
Martin Smith, who conducted 
the study at Cambridge’s 
Department of Earth Sciences 

but is now based at Durham 
University, said tortotubus 
fills an important gap in the 
evolution of life on land.

‘During the period when 
this organism existed, life 
was almost entirely restricted 
to the oceans: nothing more 
complex than simple mossy 
and lichen-like plants had yet 
evolved on the land. But before 
there could be flowering plants 
or trees, or the animals that de-
pend on them, the processes of 
rot and soil formation needed 
to be established.’

It is generally agreed that life 
first started migrating from the 
seas to land in the early Palae-
ozoic era, between 500 and 450 
million years ago. Tortotubus 
was unearthed from Silurian 
old red sandstone exposed on 
the island, dating to a time 
when Scotland lay below the 
equator, and joined the con-
tinent carrying England and 
Europe.

THE WORLD of Hogwarts 
came to Oban in February, 
as a bookshop hosted a Harry 
Potter-themed night. Water-
stone’s revamped their store, 
recreating iconic themes 
from the Harry Potter fran-
chise as part of the annual 

Harry Potter Book Night. 
The first event took place in 
2015 with more than 10,500 
groups worldwide taking 
part. Children dressed up as 
their favourite characters, 
solved riddles and hunted for 
treasure.

MOVED by the suffering of Syrian refugees 
forced to flee their homeland, Dalmally-based 
charity Mary’s Meals launched its first school 
feeding programme in the Middle East.

In an initial pilot, funded by players of the 
People’s Postcode Lottery, the organisation 
began providing school meals to around 1,000 
children at a school in the town of Antelias, 
located five km north of Beirut, Lebanon.

With the Syrian civil war now in its fifth year, 
there are more than 1.1 million refugees who 
have crossed the border from Syria into Leba-
non. This represents the largest concentration 
of refugees compared to a country’s population 
anywhere in the world, and more than 70 per 
cent are living below the poverty line – often 
unemployed, hungry and surviving in squalid 
conditions.

Lebanon, which has been placed under great 
strain by the influx, will become the 13th coun-
try in which Mary’s Meals is working.

Cheers for Murdo as  he 
enjoys his � rst ‘legal’ pint 
IT HAS taken 72 years, 
but leap year baby Murdo 
MacLean from Oban finally 
celebrated his 18th birthday 
in Aulay’s Bar on Monday 

(February 29). Buying his first 
‘legal’ pint, he said it was good, 
at last, to be drinking without 
breaking the law. 
Photograph: Kevin McGlynn.

Murdo MacLean.

Syrian refugees are being fed in Lebanon.

Blair shows skipper Lawrence how it’s done.

Football fanatic Davie scores with top 
honour from Queen’s New Year’s list

It’s anchors aweigh as toddler Blair 
makes sure CalMac ferry in shipshape

Mary’s Meals 
reaches out to the 
Middle East

January February

March

March

OBAN Saints Football Club 
secretary David Buchanan was 
awarded the British Empire 
Medal (BEM) for voluntary 
service to football.

Named in the Queen’s New 
Year’s Honours List, Davie, 
68, was involved with the club 
for nearly 50 years as a player, 
coach, manager, secretary/
treasurer – even washing the 
strips every week after the games.

Davie, who has worked at The 
Oban Times for 51 years, said: 
‘I received a letter at the end 
of November from the Cabinet 
Office in London asking if I 
would accept the award, which I 
was delighted to do. The hardest 
part was keeping things quiet 
from my family and friends.

‘I am deeply honoured to 
accept the award, not only for 
myself and family, but for all 
members, past and present, of 
Oban Saints Football Club and 
other sports clubs in the town 
whose committee members 
work just as hard as I do to keep 
their clubs functioning in their 
particular sports.

‘To think my work at the club 
is appreciated is reward enough, 
but to get the BEM is beyond my 
wildest dreams.’

Davie Buchanan.

Kenneth Ian MacNab from 
Tarbert was also awarded the 
Member of the Most Excellent 
Order of the British Empire 
(MBE) for services to the fish-
ing industry in Scotland, while 
Reverend Professor Kenneth 
Rankin Ross from Kilmelford 
was titled Officer of the Most 

Excellent Order of the British 
Empire (OBE) for services to 
the community in Malawi and 
to Scottish-Malawi Relations. 
Dr Sharon Webb, the director 
and curator of the Kilmartin 
Museum, was awarded the 
MBE for services to heritage 
and archaeology in Scotland. 

Henry blows a hoolie with 
ferries feeling its full force

Magical night as Hogwarts 
comes to Oban bookshop

Oban esplanade as Storm Henry’s gale-force winds whipped up 
the high tide. Photograph: Kevin McGlynn

Who needs an ambassadog? Oban 
already has the purrfect tour guide

The Harry Potter night was a great success.

Oldest land-based fossil discovered on Kerrera

The fossil found on Kerrera is the oldest fossilised land-dwelling 
organism in the world. Photograph: Dr Martin Smith
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DUNOLLIE Castle re-opened 
after renovations costing 
£260,000. Collapsing mason-
ry had necessitated urgent 
repairs to the 13th-century 
MacDougall clan seat. The 
social enterprise Dunollie 
Projects, to whom the castle 
was gifted by the MacDougall 
of Dunollie Preservation Trust 
in 2013, had to raise the cash 
to make the ancient vantage 
point of the Kings of Dalriada 
safe for visitors. The work to 
remove ivy, stabilise walls and 
build three new interpretive 
cairns was completed in May. 
Staff and donors celebrated as 
Oban High School volunteers 
at Dunollie cut the ribbon into 
the castle vault on Friday, to the 
tune of Rosalie MacDougall’s 
Welcome to Brisbane, played 
by the clan piper’s son Donald 
MacDougall. Robin MacDou-
gall Morley, son of the current 

OBAN volunteer carer 
Margaret MacLeod has been 
named Angel of the Year, in 
The Oban Times’ annual award 
recognising people who have 
made a real difference in their 
community.

Brenda Laird, who nominat-
ed Margaret, paid tribute to 
her years of service, saying: 
‘You are an angel without 
wings. Thanks from so many 
people. 

‘She would go way beyond to 
help in difficult circumstances. 
Every day she helps neighbours 
– doing shopping, washing, 
gardening and picking up 
elderly folk for appointments. 
There’s so much more to this 
woman and she never expects 
any reward.’

After a panel judged 
72-year-old Margaret the 2016 
winner, editor Susan Windram 
congratulated her with a £500 
cheque, trophy and certificate 
in April, saying: ‘It’s very 
well-deserved. You should be 
proud of yourself.’ 

Margaret promised to ‘treat 
the kids’ with the prize money, 
referring to her five grandchil-

THE iconic Isle of Mull railway, 
which transported passengers for 
27 years, made its final journey 
in Oban in May, but this time 
it was the train that was being 
transported … on the back of a 
lorry.

The last of the miniature rail-
way was packed up and driven 
from Oban to Staffordshire, 
where it will become part of the 
Rudyard Lake Steam Railway.

Speaking about its departure, 
Oban businessman Graham 
MacQueen, who tried to help 
owner Simon Clarke find a local 
location for the train, said: ‘I 
think it’s quite sad for the area. It 
was a missed opportunity to have 
a tourist attraction, which was so 
valued, located in the town.

Mr MacQueen added that 
Mr Clarke, who bought Mull’s 
trains and tracks in October 
2012, tried to find a place in and 
around Oban to position the 
railway but was unable to find a 
suitable location.

Mr MacQueen said: ‘Oban 
needs to have an attraction 
for tourists. Having the rail-
way would have been a great 
opportunity. It was well used 
on Mull and having it in Oban 
would have made it much more 
accessible.’

A DUNBEG father is plan-
ning to cycle more than 900 
miles in order to raise not 
only money for charity, but 
also awareness of his son’s 
condition.

Graham West, 41, will 
ride his bike from John o’ 
Groats to Land’s End to 
raise money for the Dwarf 
Sports Association. 

Mr West’s son, Lewis, who 
uses a ventilator at night to 
help him breathe, was born 
with Achondroplasia, a 
bone growth disorder that 
affects one in every 15,000 
to 40,000 births and is one 
of the most common forms 
of short limb dwarfism.

Catriona Currie, Mr 
West’s partner and Lewis’s 
mum, said: ‘It will be good 
to highlight the charity as 
it’s not really recognised. 
No-one thinks about the 
problems associated with 
the condition.’ 

Mr West is planning on 
doing the bike ride over 10 
days – May 31 to June 9 – 
with Ms Currie and Lewis 
driving alongside him in 

MAY’s Oban Live open-air 
concert drew 9,000 visitors to 
Mossfield Stadium, and has 
been hailed by organisers as a 
‘huge success’.

‘The weekend has been 
bigger and better than we ever 
expected,’ Oban Live artistic 
director Daniel Gillespie said. 
‘We had some of the biggest 
names in world music, the 
freshest local produce, the 
most amazing crowds and, 
most importantly, an incredi-
ble West Coast welcome from 
the community of Oban.’

On Friday there was a de-
licious surprise for Aly Bain 
when organisers presented 
him with a bespoke birthday 
cake – featuring mini-marzi-
pan versions of him and his 
long-term musical partner, 
Phil Cunningham – to cele-
brate his 70th birthday.

Capercaillie and Julie Fowlis 
also delighted the crowds with 
traditional favourites, while 
energetic performances from 
We Banjo Three, Skipinnish 
and Skerryvore, with fringe 
events around the town, sent 
the party into the wee hours.

Dunollie Castle re-opens after major 
repair and renovation project

Oban High volunteers Harry Johnston, Toby MacFarlane-Barrow, 
Lorn MacFarlane, Katrina Pick, Alan Kerr, Nicola MacCallum and 

Caitlin Cook.

chief, Morag MacDougall of 
MacDougall, added: ‘We’re 

impressed. This is the biggest 
change I’ve known.’

Graham, Catriona and Lewis test out the terrain in Dunbeg, by Dunsta� nage Castle. 

April

May

June

Son inspires Dunbeg dad’s charity cycle challengeMargaret is voted Angel of the Year
his support vehicle. Lookinf 
forward to the event, Mr 
West said: ‘We’ll be averag-

ing about 100 miles on the 
bike every day. With stops, I 
imagine I will be riding for, 

on average, seven or eight 
hours every day. It should be 
interesting.’

Last train leaves Mull … and a tourism void Oban comes alive as town welcomes stars and 
crowds for two-day music festival at Moss� eld

Journey to trace ancestors 
was ‘like going home’
AN AMERICAN descendant 
of Lismore’s last weaver, John 
MacDougall, returned to her 
ancestral homeland this month 
to thank Lismore Historical 
Society for helping her compile 
a book of letters between John 
and his son, who emigrated to 
Minnesota.

Margaret Miller, John Mac-
Dougall’s great-great-grand-
daughter, published her book 
last year, entitled My Dear Son: 
Letters from John McDougall 
(weaver), Isle of Lismore, 
Scotland, to his son, John, in 
America.

The 37 letters, handwritten 
between 1870 and 1888, give 
an insight into the life and 
thoughts of a landless cottar 
whose children had either 
died or left Lismore to begin 
new, more prosperous, lives in 
faraway lands.

Margaret, who took four 

years to compile the book, told 
us: ‘I came back to Lismore 
to understand what the letters 
were saying: a lot of expres-
sions didn’t mean anything to 
me. 

‘The people of Lismore have 
been great – they opened up a 
lot of the characters.’

Margaret Miller, who lives 
in Arlington, Virginia, vis-
ited from Sunday May 29 to 
Wednesday June 1 with her 
brother Bob Wilcox, who lives 
in Munich, and their cousins 
Donna Potter and Lee Ann 
Stearns from North and South 
Dakota respectively. They 
paid respects to the siblings 
who died or departed at a 
grave marker, which lists their 
names, in Lismore Parish 
Church yard.

She told The Oban Times: 
‘When I came to Lismore, I felt 
like I was coming home.’

Left to right are Margaret A Miller, Lee Ann Stearns, Donna Potter 
and Robert Wilcox at the memorial stone in the graveyard of the 

Lismore Parish Church.

dren, Kimberley, Kaitlynne, 
Fearne, Fergus and baby Faith.

Two runners-up, who each 

won £100, were Sandra Michie 
of Ballachulish, and Elizabeth 
MacLean of Bunessan, Mull.

Margaret MacLeod is presented with her certi� cate, trophy and 
cheque by Oban Times group editor Susan Windram.

Graham MacQueen and others waved a fond farewell to the Mull 
miniature railway.

During Saturday’s last show, 
Scottish singer-songwriter KT 
Tunstall debuted songs from her 
finished fifth album. ‘To have 
KT Tunstall showcase new songs 
for the very first time was a very 
special moment for the first 
Oban Live,’ Daniel said.

Oban Live’s inception came 
about after the ‘Skerryvore: 
Decade’ concert, held in Oban in 
May 2015, generated £1.1 million 
for the town and its surrounding 
areas. Organisers expect the eco-
nomic impact of Oban Live will 
be double this amount. Daniel 
added: ‘We hope this is the start 
of an annual event that will bring 
a huge economic boost to the 
town and region as a whole.’

KT Tunstall wowed the 
audience at Oban Live on 
Saturday, where she was 

headlining having � own in 
from Los Angeles to perform 
in front of the large crowd at 

Moss� eld Stadium. The singer 
had earlier taken time out to 
meet fans and shared a joke 
with Oban Times sta�  while 

posing for a ‘sel� e’.
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By Ewen Campbell, 
SRUC’s Kirkton and 

Auchtertyre research 
farms manager

ANOTHER year has passed 
and end-of-year festivities are 
upon us. 

It looks like the tups have been 
working well since they were put 
in with the ewes. 

Each tup wears a harness with 
a coloured crayon which marks 
the ewes that he has mated. We 
change the colour of crayon 
after about 12 days. This gives 
an idea of which ewes might 
lamb first and also shows if the 
tup is working. After 20 days we 
replace the tups with chasers - a 
ram of a different breed - and 
change the colour again. This 
means less fertile ewes which do 
not conceive on the first cycle 
will have cross lambs and the 
cross ewe lambs will not be kept 
for breeding. Over time this 
should improve the fertility of 
the whole flock.

The recent spell of mild 
weather has meant the cows are 
still being fed out on the hill and 
we will be in no hurry to bring 
them in as the price of straw is 
higher this year.

On the research side, a new 
project has just started that 
involves Claire Morgan-Davies, 
one of my colleagues here. 
Kirkton and Auchtertyre farms 
are going to be a focus farm for 
this project which is a European 
network on sheep productivity. 
SheepNet, which stands for 
Sharing Expertise and Experi-
ence towards sheep Productiv-
ity through NETworking, is an 
EU funded project led by Idele, 
the French Livestock Institute. 
The project is operated under 
the European Union’s Horizon 

2020 Programme for Research 
and Innovation (project H2020 
RUR-10-2016-2017). The pro-
ject will run until October 2019. 
There are seven European 
partners in total, representing 
the six main sheep producing 
EU countries - Spain, United 
Kingdom, Romania, Italy, 
France, Ireland and Turkey. 

SheepNet is about any inno-
vation being driven by farmers 
to improve sheep productivity, 
especially in terms of the num-
ber of lambs reared per ewe. 
The network will establish 
durable exchange of scientific 
and practical knowledge among 

researchers, farmers and advi-
sors across Europe. In practice, 
this means the network will pro-
mote the implementation and 
dissemination of any innovative 
technologies and best practices 
for the improvement of sheep 
productivity. 

This will be through a series 
of workshops and discussion 
groups within and between 
partner countries, as well 
as publications and events.  
And, as I said, our research 
farms here will be one of the 
innovative focus farms for this 
project, since we are using the 
latest electronic identification 

technologies for our sheep 
management. We will also host 
one of the international work-
shops here next year in June. It 
should be an excellent occasion 
to showcase Scotland’s sheep 
farming, especially hill farming 
practices.  Do not hesitate to 
contact us if you wish to take 
part or be informed. 

On a less international, but 
still highly relevant note, we just 
hosted a visit by members of 
the Argyll and Lochaber New 
Entrants To Farming Group. 
They came to see the latest 
technologies and management 
practices we are using. 

My colleague Harriet Wishart 
and I  talked to them about 
condition scoring and foot trim-
ming and demonstrated how we 
use our EID weigh crate and au-
todrafter, as well as the convey-
or to reduce labour and improve 
animal welfare and efficiency. It 
was encouraging to see so many 
young people making the effort 
to come along and I hope they 
found the evening useful.

This led us to the end of a 
rather busy year. 

On behalf of my colleagues 
here on the farms and myself, 
we wish you all a happy new 
year.

Around the markets
CALEDONIAN MARTS 
LTD, Tuesday December 
20, had forward 2,491 prime 
lambs, ewes and tups. 

Top price of the day went 
to Doune Farms, West 
Lundie, for 3 Beltex x 
Lambs at £101. Top price 
per kilo went to JB Guthrie, 
Cuiltburn, Muthill for a 
pair of 41.5kg Beltex for 
229ppkg.
SQQ Average 177.86ppkg 
(+ 16.41ppkg on the week)
Overall average for 1927 

sold 173.7ppkg (+13.89ppkg 
on the week)
Leading Prices:-
31.2kg – 39kg  Av 
£63.49
Beltex:- £77 Graystale 
& Meikle Seggie, 203p 
Graystale
Texel:- £67.50 Graystale & 
Bankhead, 197p Meikle 
Seggie
Char:- £97 Sauchens, 176p 
Standingfauld
Cont:- £66 West Cairney, 
176p Bankhead

39.1kg – 45.5kg Av 
£76.54 
Beltex:- £95 or 224p 
Cuiltburn
Cont:- £94 or 209p Meikle 
Seggie
Beltex x:- £93 or 220p Easter 
Ochtermuthill
Tex:- £92 or 204p Doune 
Farms
45.6kg – 52kg Av 
£80.23
Beltex:- £100 Easter Ochter-
muthill, 207p Carriston
Texel:- £98 or 198p Doune 

Farms
Char:- £98 South Flanders, 
198p Graystale
Cont:- £97 or 199p Cuilt-
burn
52kg +   Av 
£81.40
Texel:- £98 Victoria, 168p 
Meikle Seggie
Beltex:- £98 or 169p Doune 
Farms
Cont:- £90 Kinneil Mill 
& Victoria, 162p South 
Flanders
Beltex x:- £89 or 156p Dyke

Other Top Prices:-
Mules:- £74 Coulshill, 171p 
Standingfauld
BF:- £73 Shielhill, 166p St 
Mungos
Suff:- £83 Teuchats, 188p 
Newton of Craithie
564 Ewes averaged £62.14. 
All classes dearer on the 
week. 220 Heavy Ewes 
averaged £88.22. 344 Export 
Ewes averaged £45.29.
Other Leading Prices:-
Cross
£95 Tillyrie

£76 Blairgorts
£74 Carriston
£73 Ballinkinrain
Suffolk
£98 + £92 Standingfauld
£82 Meikle Seggie
£81 Inchgall
Texel
£136 Threeview
£125 + £119 Shielhill
£117 Letter
Cont Cross
£108 Tippethill
£107 Carriston
£107 Vitctoria

BF
£62 Broomfield Lodge
£55 Windyedge
£52 Shielhill
Mule
£72 Lochend & Meikle 
Seggie
£64 Callendoune
Tups sold to £123 from Firm 
of A Morton, Lochend, 
Denny.
Other Leading Prices:-
Tex:- £115 Broomfield
Belt:- £105 Lochend
Down:- £79 Kinnighallen

Time to celebrate a busy 
year down on the farms

Happy new year from everyone at SRUC Kirkton and Auchtertyre farms.

Crofters at a roadshow on Benbecula.

Crofters fl ock to roadshows

Progress made to 
protect livestock

Farmers reminded 
of cattle changes

MORE than 250 crofters 
attended the recent crofting 
roadshows organis ed by the 
Crofting Commission and work-
ing in partnership with SAC 
Consulting, Scottish Crofting 
Federation, NFU Scotland and 
Registers of Scotland.

Ten roadshows were held 
this year covering areas from 
Shetland to Argyll providing 
crofters with the opportunity to 
find out more about the Croft-

ing Commission elections and 
discuss crofting issues.  

The commission gave a short 
presentation on the upcoming 
elections, encouraging crofters 
to play their part in helping to 
secure the future of crofting 
by standing as candidates and 
using their votes.  

This included an overview of 
the work of a commissioner, 
who can stand for election 
and how the election process 

will be carried out. The elec-
tions are being run by the Scot-
tish Government and adminis-
tered by Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar.

Bill Barron, interim chief ex-
ecutive at the Crofting Commis-
sion, said: ‘The roadshows have 
been a great opportunity for the 
commission to meet crofters 
and provide an overview of the 
election process and how they 
can get involved.’

THE past 12 months have seen 
real progress being made in 
efforts to allow proportionate 
management of wildlife that 
are having a negative impact on 
farming and crofting, according 
to the NFUS.

 This has come at a time of 
unprecedented interest among 
farmers, crofters and the public 
about the ‘rewilding’ agenda.

The NFUS said it ‘has been 
tirelessly working behind the 
scenes to make tangible pro-
gress on behalf of members who 
are having to deal with sea ea-
gles, beavers, geese and ravens.

‘That measured and reasoned 
approach to working with other 
stakeholders may have been out 
of the limelight but has resolute-
ly represented the interests of 
members.’

NFUS vice-president Rob 
Livesey said: ‘NFU Scotland is 
committed to helping farmers 
and crofters do the right thing 
for the environment but without 
being unfairly impacted by 
conservation decisions made by 
others.

‘Our work is beginning to 
reap dividends, with many more 
officials, politicians and envi-
ronmentalists coming to accept 
the necessity for responsible 
and sustainable management of 
wildlife.

‘As an example, the past year 
has seen a long line of brazen 
and presumptuous claims about 
the imminent reintroduction 
of lynx to Scotland. I can cate-
gorically reassure our members 
that the process for securing 
permission for the trial release 

of lynx is long and complex, 
and any application would be 
subject to considerable analysis 
and debate. 

‘We have used various forums 
and meetings with key stake-
holders, officials and politicians 
to express our grave concerns, 
not only about the implications 
of the proposed reintroduction, 
but also the tenor of the public 
debate.

‘I firmly believe that, outside 
of a small group of enthusiasts, 
there is little support for the 
current proposals. NFUS will 
continue to scrutinise the claims 
and farmers and crofters in 
Scotland can be confident that 
the union, as a member of the 
Scottish National Species Rein-
troduction Forum, will take all 
necessary steps to ensure their 
interests are protected.

‘Progress is also being made 
on a plan that will help manage 
the increasing impact that sea 
eagles are having on hill flocks 
up and down the west coast. Re-
gional stakeholder groups are 
already providing farmers and 
crofters with the means to work 
together and highlight their 
issues directly with SNH.

‘However, the expectation 
of a significant increase in the 
sea eagle population, and what 
that will mean for farmers and 
crofters who keep sheep, will 
add fresh impetus to the work 
of NFUS, SNH and others in 
producing a management plan 
that aims to minimise conflict 
and predation. 

‘This will be published in early 
2017.’

THE WAY cattle movements 
are recorded in Scotland 
changes from January 1 2017 so 
farmers are being encouraged 
to put in place measures to 
avoid penalties.

The Scottish Government 
announced earlier this year 
that it would be introducing sig-
nificant changes to Scotland’s 
linked holdings system.

The changes will see an end to 
the cattle tracing systems (CTS) 
linked holding rules. Cur-
rently, keepers can register 
holdings they regularly use so 
cattle movements between these 
linked holdings do not need 
to be electronically reported, 
although they have to be noted 
in the farm’s herd register. 

The new rules will see cattle 

movements in Scotland report-
ed through ScotMoves to an 
online holding register. 

All movements involving a 
change of ownership must con-
tinue to be reported to CTS.

Certain derogations can 
be applied where frequent 
movements occur between 
neighbouring holdings. 

Keepers can opt out of using 
the ScotMoves system but all 
movements must then be report-
ed through CTS. Farmers must 
register any additional land they 
use by the end of 2016 and start 
allocating their cattle to the cor-
rect holdings from January 1. 

Andrew McCornick, NFUS 
vice-president, said: ‘It is impor-
tant farmers are aware of these 
changes.’

USED 

FARM 
MACHINERY

Howard 150 
muckspreader 
with new fl ails

Lawrence 
Edwards pto 
driven saw 

bench
Hays levelling 

Harrow
10 foot pz 
Haybob

Fraser 5.5 
cubic yards 

muckspreader 
with new fl ailes, 
Twose 10 foot 

water blast 
roller. 

Telephone 
077950
54890
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The introduction of the Land and 
Buildings Transaction Tax (LBTT) 
to replace stamp duty is having 
an ‘eye-watering’ impact on the 
property market in certain parts 
of Scotland, according to a leading 
land and estate agent.

While a Scottish Government 
committee has hailed the 
introduction of LBTT in Scotland an 
‘operational success’, Perthshire-
based Bell Ingram says the market 
picture is a complex one, with a 
range of e� ects being reported, 
including one buyer who has had 
to pay £130,000 in property taxes.

Bell Ingram’s role as a national 
land and estate agency � rm 
means it is able to provide a 
unique perspective on the varied 
outcomes of the tax, informed by 
a wide network of agency o�  ces 
across the country.

LBTT was introduced in Scotland 
in April 2015 in place of UK Stamp 
Duty Land Tax (SDLT), with the aim 
of being designed so that the tax 
charge is more proportionate to 
the actual price of the property.

Will Banham, of Bell Ingram’s 
Oban o�  ce, spoke of how LBTT has 
also had unusual and unintended 
consequences for the West Coast 
of Scotland.

Will said: ‘While LBTT has had a 

dampening e� ect on the country 
house market, the real impact on 
the West Coast has come from 
the three per cent premium for 
second homes. 

‘Much of the market across 
coastal Argyll and the Inner 
Hebrides is heavily dependent 
on incoming buyers, a signi� cant 
proportion of whom are seeking a 
holiday home. 

‘A traditional West Coast bothy of 
£140,000 will attract no LBTT, but 
a second home buyer will pay tax 
of £4,200.

‘This tax was designed to make 
property more a� ordable for � rst-
time buyers but, in practice, many 
of these properties would be 
totally unsuitable for permanent 
occupation due to their basic 
accommodation and remote 
locations. This has simply caused 
downward pressure on prices, with 
most buyers explicitly discounting 
their o� ers by the exact amount 
of extra tax due. It is very much 
a buyers’ market, with vendors 
losing out.

‘Following the Scottish 
Government’s budget, there 
seems little doubt that the new 
LBTT regime is here to stay for 
now, but it will be interesting to 
see whether the government will 

review its policy if it is seen to be 
damaging the market.’

Carl Warden, of Bell Ingram’s 
Perth o�  ce, spoke of how the 
impact of the tax regime has 
been marked in Perthshire and 
the surrounding area. Carl said: 
‘We recently sold a property at 
£1.15million and the LBTT was 
£96,350, compared to stamp duty 
in the rest of the UK at only £58,750 
– that’s a £37,600 di� erence.

‘This transaction also attracted an 
additional three per cent second 
home tax of £34,500, which was 
a grand total of an eye-watering 
£130,850 in purchase taxes.

‘Transactions attracting this level 
of tax are making people do one 
of two things – either not move 
at all or negotiate hard on the 
asking price based on the vendor 
reducing their price by the level of 
tax due.’

In more rural areas of northern 
Scotland, the tax has had a more 
limited impact.

Joanne Stennett, of Bell Ingram’s 
Inverness o�  ce, said: ‘In the north 
of Scotland, the tax has had very 
little impact.

‘The majority of homes are of 
lower value and are therefore 
not a� ected unless they are 
second homes. The main trend 
we have been seeing is more 

people moving to the Highlands, 
particularly from southern 
England.’

Established 117 years ago, Bell 
Ingram has 130 professional sta�  
across 11 UK o�  ces including 
farm, estate and forestry 
managers; chartered surveyors, 
estate agents, architects, 
planners, and building surveyors; 
and tourism, GIS mapping, and 
renewable energy specialists.

‘Dampening’ e� ect of LBTT in Scotland

bellingram.co.uk

1 BURNBANK TERRACE, OBAN 
Rent £600 p.m 

ACHNACLACH, CLACHAN SEIL 
Rent £550 p.m 

•  Fully furnished accommodation  
•  Fully Double Glazed  
•  Electric Heating  

•  EPC F31  
•  Landlord Registration No:
  60031/130/01240

•  Un-furnished accommodation  
•  2 bedrooms  
•  Night Storage Heating  

•  EPC G20  
•  Landlord Registration No:
  57643/130/30500

Properties for sale

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

Is 2017 the 
year to buy 
your � rst home?

AN ANNOUNCEMENT in November 
by the Council of Mortgage Lenders 
indicated that mortgage costs had 
reached a historic low in September 
2016, representing good news for 
property buyers and sellers across 
parts of Scotland according to local 
solicitor estate agents.
The Council of Mortgage Lenders 
(CML), the main trade body 
representing UK mortgage lenders, 
reported that mortgage costs 
relative to household income 
reached a historic low in September, 
for both � rst-time buyers and home 
movers, at 17.8 per cent  and 17.7 per 
cent , respectively.
These record low mortgage costs 
come on the back of the Bank of 
England’s Monetary Policy Committee 
voting unanimously in August to cut 
the bank rate. For people on variable 
rate mortgages, many of them will 
have bene� ted from seeing this cut 
re� ected in the interest rate that they 
pay on their mortgage.
Mortgage a� ordability reached an 
historic low in September, for both 

� rst-time buyers and home movers, 
which partly re� ects the repricing of 
mortgages following August’s base 
rate cut. This should help turn strong 
appetite for home-ownership into 
a reality as we approach the closing 
months of the year.
Buyer demand remains very high 
towards the end of 2016, with a 
combination of mortgage availability 
and the usual, seasonal dip in the 
number of properties coming to the 
market meaning that the market 
remains highly competitive. This is 
good news for property sellers who 
will experience less competition from 
other, similar properties on the market.
We would encourage anyone who 
is thinking of selling their property 
to take advantage of the current 
market conditions and some of the 
competitive deals being o� ered 
to property sellers in winter to 
encourage them to take the plunge 
at a time of year that is, somewhat 
unfairly, not seen as the ideal time 
of year to get your property onto the 
market.

LET PROPERTIES NEEDED – LANDLORDS GET IN TOUCH WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM TODAY 
– NOW FULLY MANAGING OVER 150 RENTALS IN ARGYLL & LOCHABER

Falls Crescent, Connel

3 Falls Crescent - A modern and spacious detached 
house located in the popular village of Connel in 
Argyll. The property o� ers bright and spacious 
rooms, practical layout and glimpses of Loch Etive 
and the hills beyond.

£290,000

• Spacious Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms + WC
• Partial views of Loch Etive
• Popular village location
• Garden & Integrated Garage
• EPC Rating - C78

Portmore Cottage, Tobermory

Portmore Cottage o� ers an excellent opportunity 
to purchase a centrally located traditional cottage 
situated just meters from Tobermory’s harbour 
and bustling Main Street. 

OIRO £120,000

• Semi-detached cottage
• 2 Bedrooms / 1 Bathroom
• Central location
• Excellent holiday let potential
• In need of some modernisation
• EPC Rating - D58

Betts Field, Ardnacross

OIRO £110,000
An exceptional plot overlooking the Sound 
of Mull on the Isle of Mull. The plot o� ers an 
excellent opportunity to purchase a sizable plot 
in excess of 1 acre with beautiful panoramic 
views and private access to the shoreline.

• Large plot with views of the 
Sound of Mull

• In excess of 1 Acre
• Private shore access
• Planning permission 

in principle

St Elmo, Tobermory

OIRO £155,000
St Elmo - A deceptively spacious extended 1 
bedroom mid-terrace cottage in Tobermory on the 
beautiful Isle of Mull. Comprising a large lounge, 
kitchen/diner, bedroom, two additional rooms, 
shower room with garden. 

• 1 Bedroom / 2 Additional 
Rooms / 1 Bathroom

• Bright and spacious
• Popular residential area
• Garden with lawn and 

vegetable gardens
• EPC Rating - F34

£35K UNDER HR VALUE

NEW YEAR OFFER
 

NO LISTING FEES 
in January!

 

Call our o�  ces in January 
to take advantage of our latest o� er

ADVERTORIAL
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Call  today on 
07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and 
models wanted. Guaranteed best 

price, no hassle, free collection 
anywhere. Land Rover Defender, 

Discovery, Freelander Range Rover, 
Vauxhall Brava, Toyota Hilux, Land 
Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, L200, 

Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, 

Rodeo.  + All other 4x4 Vehicles,  
4X4 Pickups, etc. Single Vehicles 

or  � eet purchases. Any age nearly 
new or old, any conditions from 

perfect to written o� , non runners, 
rotten, no MOT, high mileage, 

blown engine, overheating etc. 
Cash in hand, no hassle, best cash 

price guaranteed.

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW 
CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 
CALL:

01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire 
PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Tel 07703490572
ask for Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota Hilux, 
land cruiser, all pickups single or 

double cabs, any condition, runner or 
not, high miles no problem.

WANTED
All Vans / Commercial , All Mercedes, 

Volkswagen, Ford, Iveco, Nissan, Vauxhall 
ect.  All Types, any size. Luton Vans, Tippers, 

Chassis Cab. All Sizes, Non Runners, High 
Milage, Damaged, Rotten, MOT Failures, 

Write O� s, Declared Scrapped etc. Cash Paid.

Collection anywhere, call for a hassle free sale 
07789 855 381

BEWARE the 28 per 
cent of motorists looking 
at their phone, not the 
road, warns Exchange 
and Mart.

New year is the perfect 
time for drivers to commit 
to keeping their eyes 
fi rmly focused on the 
road, not their mobiles. 
This is the warning from 
Exchange and Mart, after 
28 per cent of motorists 
it surveyed admitted to 
using their phone while 
driving. With nearly one in 
three motorists knowingly 
fl outing the law when it 
comes to ‘device driving’, 
the UK’s roads are a 
hazard for all road users.

Of those motorists who 
admitted to using their 
mobile, fi ve per cent said 
they didn’t believe using 
a phone was any more 
distracting than adjusting 
the air-conditioning or 
tuning in the radio. The 
harsh reality is that 
mobile phone usage by 
drivers is the second 
most common cause of 
road traffi c accidents in 
the UK.

Jim Murray Jones, 

general manager for 
Exchange and Mart 
explains: ‘Many drivers 
clearly still seem to 
think that using a mobile 
phone is harmless, 
and they have no 
consideration for the 
very real safety risks. 

‘However, the govern-
ment wants to put paid 
to this by make using 
your phone as socially 
unacceptable as drink 
driving. 

‘In 2017, penalties will 
increase from three to 
six points on a driver’s 
licence and the fi ne they 
pay increases from £100 
to £200. In addition, 
newly qualifi ed drivers 
could be made to retake 
their test the fi rst time 
they’re caught, which 
could apply to many of 
the people we surveyed.’

The latest survey 
from Exchange and 
Mart reveals the most 
common reason for 
phone use is making 
a call (61 per cent), 
using Google Maps (32 
per cent), and texting, 
including checking 

WhatsApp, accounted 
for 32 per cent. Although 
25-44-year-old drivers 
are more likely to use 
their phone while driving, 
18-24-year-olds are 
more likely to text than 
make phone calls.

Worryingly, 18 per cent 
of motorists use their 
phone to browse the 
internet while driving, 
with 55-64-year-olds 
most likely to do this. A 
further 14 per cent select 
music and 11 per cent 
check their social media 
accounts. Gaming apps 
such as Pokemon Go 
are big distractions for 
four per cent of drivers, 
especially those aged 
25-34.

Jim Murray Jones 
continues: ‘Of those we 
surveyed, 63 per cent 
are totally unaware of 
the proposed increase 
in penalties in 2017, if 
caught using a mobile 
phone. It’s encouraging 
to know, however, that 
69 per cent welcomed 
the increase, once told, 
and only four per cent 
thought the current 
penalties were too strict. 
We’re urging people to 
add phone-free driving 
to their new year’s 
resolutions.

‘For those looking 
for advice on how to 
beat the most common 
distractions, including 
mobile phone use, 

we’ve launched www.
e x c h a n g e a n d m a r t /
distracted-driving. This 
addition to Exchange 
and Mart is helping 
to drive the message 
home, offering tips, 
advice and facts about 
safer motoring to ensure 
everyone enjoys a safer 
2017.’

Most common 
reasons for using 
mobiles while driving
(Multiple answers were 
allowed)

Making calls  61 per  
  cent
Google Map  32 per  
  cent
Texting including 
messaging apps  32 per  
  cent
Browsing internet  18 per  
  cent
Selecting music  14 per  
  cent
Checking 
social media  11 per  
  cent
Playing gaming apps like 
Pokemon Go  4 per  
  cent

w w w.exchangeandmar t .
co.uk/distracted-driving.

Set a safer driving New Year resolution

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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RECRUITMENT
    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS hijobs.net

PUBLIC NOTICES
Call now to place an ad in our Public Notice section.   Tel: 01631 568000

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

16/04506/FUL

16/05429/FUL

16/05442/FUL

16/05450/FUL

16/05536/FUL

16/05537/PIP

Development  Address

Land 4390M NW of Kingie 
Lodge, Invergarry

Saltacre, 17 Old Golf 
Course, Kilchoan, Acharacle

Land 450M NE of Coroghan 
Barn, Isle of Canna

Land at Croft 4 250M 
East of Monument Park, 
Strontian

Land at Cameron Square, 
Fort William

Site 40M North East of 
Hillview, Banavie, Fort 
William

Proposal Description

Construction of a hydropower 
scheme on Allt Fearna, on the East 
Glenquoich Estate

Change of use of land and erection of 
a 2.5m by 4.5m shepherd’s hut with 
wheels to allow it to be movable.

Upgrade of existing structure from 
telegraph pole to lattice tower and 
larger cabinet

Change of use from general purpose 
shed to permanent residential unit

Installation of  canopy over Cameron 
Square

Erection of house, renewal of 
13/03643/PIP

Time period for comments is 18 days.
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Live-in Couple 
(Caretakers) 

for a Highlands Estate
We are looking for a couple to live and 
work on the West coast island of Eilean 
Shona. We are seeking to employ (Feb- 
Oct with a view to full time employment) 
an enthusiastic & self-motivated couple 
to join our team to help out with our self-
catering cottages and general Estate 
work. You must have good people skills 
and have good boat handling skills. For 
more information about the island, the 
main house and cottages, please see 
our website www.eileanshona.com.
If you are interested please send an 
email to contact@eileanshona.com 

for our application form.

MATHESONS FURNISHINGS
SALESPERSON

 For our Oban showroom. Sales and 
administration of household furnishings 

and floorcoverings.
For an application form please contact;

 Mathesons Furnishings
Tweedmill, Soroba Road, Oban

Tel: 01631 565195
Email: info@mathesons.co.uk

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS CENTRE, 
MID ARGYLL  

CAMPBELL STREET, LOCHGILPHEAD, 
ARGYLL PA31 8JU

Scottish charity number (SCO20476)

FINANCIAL ASSISTANT
Experienced person required to: 

• Manage the day to day financial 
transactions of the MS Centre.

• Maintain the accounts
• Analyse and prepare reports for the Board 

and our funders
• Prepare annual accounts for audit

• Assist with general running of the MS Centre 
including supporting Centre users

Full Time position

Applications to be in 5pm 10th January 2017
msargyll@btconnect.com

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-
16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, 
at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT 
STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/03319/PP Erection of 3 dwellinghouses Plots 1, 2 And 3 Tynribbie Place 
Appin Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Port 
Appin

16/03120/PP Installation of new waste treatment system Jura Hotel Craighouse Isle Of 
Jura Argyll And Bute PA60 7XU 

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

16/03372/PP Renewal of planning permission 13/02470/PP - 
Erection of 3 dwellinghouses

Former Sawmill Site Invercreran 
Appin Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED)
Notice is hereby given that Link Group Limited have submitted a Masterplan to Argyll and Bute Council in respect of 
Argyll and Bute Local Development Plan 2015 - Strategic Masterplan Area MAST 1/12 relating to mixed use development 
including; residential, recreation, commercial, community facilities, business and industry and 3 no. strategic development 
roads.

A copy of the Masterplan (reference 16/03368/MPLAN) may be inspected Monday to Friday during normal opening times at 
Area Office Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW or at Dunbeg Sub Post Office or by logging on the Council’s 
website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking on Online Planning Applications during the period of 28 days beginning 
with the date of this notice

Any person who wishes to make representation to the council about the Masterplan should make them in writing to Planning 
and Regulatory Services Area Office Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW before the 26th January 2017.

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

AGM
Thursday February 1st at 7pm at Oban Phoenix 

Cinema.  Free cinema screening after the 
meeting for all attending.  

Contact Louise Glen, Director, 
for more details 0771 7526999

Crinan
We are hiring!

We are hoping this year’s boating season will be 
busier than ever, so we are planning ahead and 
starting our search for seasonal staff to work 
along the Crinan Canal, one of Scotland’s most 
beautiful tourist attractions! Seasonal contracts 
have various start and end dates between 
March and October, so when you apply please 
let us know your availability.  

Information about Scottish Canals and 
full details of the role, including the role 

description and hours of work, can be viewed 
on our ‘Join Our Team’ section of our website 

at www.scottishcanals.co.uk
To apply for the role, please send your 

CV and a Covering letter to recruitment@
scottishcanals.co.uk 

Closing Date: 3rd February 2017

Vacancy: 2 x Full Time 
Freshwater Operatives

Location: Ardtaraig Hatchery, Loch Striven, Dunoon 
Cooke Aquaculture Scotland is a leading company in the Scottish Salmon Indus-
try producing exceptionally high quality products for an increasingly demanding 
market. We have operations throughout Scotland, Cumbria and the Northern Isles 
of Orkney and Shetland, together; we pledge a strong dedication to achieving a 
sustainable aquaculture industry.  

We are currently seeking two Freshwater Operatives for our Ardtaraig Hatchery, 
Argyll.  As part of a small team, they will assist their colleagues in building strong 
key relationships and ensuring a safe working environment for all. 

The Role:

The successful candidate will find themselves reportable to the Freshwater Manag-
er for Ardtaraig. 

Qualifications/Skills required but not essential as full training can be given: 

• 2 years’ experience working in a Freshwater Hatchery environment
• Ability to participate in an ‘Alarm Duty’ rota system
• Good understanding of the aquaculture industry 
• Candidate must be flexible with regard to hours worked, weekend working will 
be required
• Be a good team player but have the ability to work alone when required
• Inter-personal and excellent communication skills
• Clean UK driving licence

The ideal candidate will be committed to achieving the best results in a challenging 
environment and delivering the highest standards of performance possible.  In re-
turn, we offer a highly competitive salary, employer pension contribution, company 
bonus scheme and salary sacrifice programmes. 

If you feel you have the necessary attributes to successfully fulfil this position and 
contribute to a progressive, results orientated company, then please send your 
covering letter and CV to Krystal Flett, krystal.flett@cookeaqua.com by 11 January 
2017.



£WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100

PHOTO 
ORDERS A4 

photograph 

£6.76

A5 
photograph 

£4.41

You can order photos that 
appear in the Oban Times
Simply contact the Oban Times offi ce 

with the date of publication and the code 
printed alongside the photograph 

(photographs that do not have codes have been submitted by 
private individuals and are therefore ineligible for this offer)

Please add £1.30 to your total order if you require delivery 
of photographs to cover postage and packing

Fort William of-
fi ce
Mamore House
The Parade
Fort William
PH33 6BA
01397 703003

Oban offi ce
PO Box 1
Lochavullin Ind Est
Oban
PA34 4HB
01631 568000

email: adverts@obantimes.co.uk
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WOOD BURNING STOVES

22 CLASSIFIEDS Thursday 29 December, 2016

GAS SUPPLIES

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk
www.homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Kitchens, Glazing, Windows & Doors, Roofl ights, Flat Roofs, Roofl ine, 
Porches, Conservatories, Sun Rooms, Extensions, New Builds 
including Architectural Services

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

JANUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

www.scottishfield.co.uk

RAPTORS ON 
THE WING

JANUARY
ISSUE OUT
NOW

RAPTORS ON 

Wild 
Perthshire

WIN 
A LUXURY SCOTTISH 
ISLAND CRUISE 
FOR TWO 

RAPTORS ON RAPTORS ON 

Wild Wild Wild Wild 
PerthshirePerthshirePerthshirePerthshirePerthshire

www.scottishfield.co.uk

20202020PAGES OF2020SCOTLAND’S FINANCES

A SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

LEADING CHEF
ANDREW 
FAIRLIE ON WHY 

PERTH WAS THE 

PERFECT PLACE 

TO GROW UP

THE SEASICK FISHERMAN
STONEHAVEN 
FIREBALL FESTIVAL

BOOKS
ASSIGNMENT HELP | 
HOMEWORK HEL We 
are the leading service 
provider for Custom 
assignments & essay 
services, Telephone 
0131 608 0294.

GARDEN
TOP SOIL loaded into 
your trailer or tipper 
lorry, FREE Telephone 
01631 564848 Call 
Offi ce Hours.

HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

GAZCO RIVA 67 Hole 
in the wall gas fi re with 
remote, £99 Telephone 
07833 462186.

HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue and 
Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 
sizes, from 13p per 
sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print, Telephone 01586 
554975.

KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

BATH SCREEN 700mm 
high by 1350 wide. 
Clear toughened glass, 
hinged, radius corner 
with chrome fi tting. 
Used but good condi-
tion, £20.00 Telephone 
07915 671041.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS CALEN-
DARS, featuring spec-
tacular photography of 
some of our most sce-
nic lochs, rivers, beach-
es and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 

Fort William, Glencoe, 
Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently 
sized calendar. Places 
include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle 
of Mull, Campbeltown, 
Tarbert, Machrihanish, 
Fort William.  Ideal for 
home offi ces or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk,  
£ Telephone .

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PROMOTIONAL MA-
TERIAL Market your 
business effectively with 
professionally designed 
leafl ets, posters and 
fl yers from Krisp Print,  
£ Telephone 01586 
554975.
THANK YOU CARDS 
New baby or wedding, 
with a photo of your new 
arrival or big day.  Truly 
individual, a treasured 
keepsake.  Call Krisp 
Print,  £ Telephone 
01586 554975.

TRAILERS
CAR TRAILER 7ft by 4ft. 
Sturdy and with brakes 
and lights. Good tyres, 
£150.00 Telephone 
07884 356082.



First Name & Surname

Graduated in and name of degree, parents name and 

which schools they have gone to, and place of work after 

study.

ONLY 
£32.50

Call
01631

568000
Celebrate your

Graduation
Only 

£32.50

fraserdownie.43@gmail.com

MEMORIALS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Editorial

Newsdesk
Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter
Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Senior reporter
Monica Gibson
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Director of Advertising
Nicky Murphy
nmurphy@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Stephanie Dunsta� nage
sdunsta� nage@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive
Julie Baird
jbaird@obantimes.co.uk

Branch O�  ces
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Senior reporter
Sandy Neil
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Ellie Forbes
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Katie Carabine
reporter@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

Advertising  supervisor

Advertising  executive
Stephanie Dunsta� nage
sdunsta� nage@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive

mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

Thought 
for the week
‘Teach me, O Lord, 
to follow your 
decrees; then I will 
keep them to the end’ 
– (Psalm 119:33).

We each have our 
hopes and expectations 
for the year that is 
ahead of us – but You, 
our Father, alone know 
what it holds for us, and 
only You can give us the 
strength and the wisdom 
we will need to meet 
its challenges. So help 
us to humbly put our 
hands into Your hand, 
and to trust You and to 
seek Your will for our 
lives during this coming 
year. In the midst of 
life’s uncertainties in the 
days ahead, assure us 
of the certainty of Your 
unchanging love. In the 
midst of life’s inevitable 
disappointments and 
heartaches, help us 
to turn to You for the 
stability and comfort we 
will need. In the midst 
of life’s temptations and 
the pull of our stubborn 
self-will, help us not 
to lose our way but to 
have the courage to do 
what is right in Your 
sight, regardless of the 
cost. In the midst of our 
daily preoccupations 
and pursuits, open our 
eyes to the sorrows and 
injustices of our hurting 
world, and help us to re-
spond with compassion 
and sacrifice to those 
who are friendless and in 
need. May our constant 
prayer be that of the 
ancient Psalmist: “Teach 
me, O Lord, to follow 
your decrees; then I will 
keep them to the end” 
(Psalm 119:33). Give us 
a greater vision of what 
You would have us to 
be. Your Word reminds 
us that “Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the 
Lord” (Psalm 33:12). As 
we look back over this 
past year we thank You 
for Your goodness to 
us—far beyond what we 
have deserved. May we 
never presume on Your 
past goodness or forget 
all Your mercies to us, 
but may they instead 
lead us to repentance, 
and to a new commit-
ment to make You the 
foundation and centre 
of our lives this year. 
Father, we thank You for 
the promise and hope 
of this new year, and we 
look forward to it with 
expectancy and faith. 

Bill Harvey Argyll 
Convention.

THE Rotary Club of Oban held its annual 
Christmas carol concert at the Corran 
Halls on Sunday December 18 and, as 
usual, a large audience was in attendance. 

The cornerstone of the event was the local 
Bach Orchestra under the leadership of 
Norman Nicholson, who led the community 
singing of several well-known Christmas 
carols. 

The Oban Bach Orchestra was supported 
by choirs from Lochnell, Dunbeg and 
Rockfield primary schools who all per-
formed unique renditions of the Christmas 
theme, as did The Sequence Choir, Oban 
Community Singers and indeed The 
Spotlight Boogies quartet, who were the 
surprise package in what was altogether a 
great variety show. 

All concerned are to be complimented 
on the standard of their performances and 
the large audience expressed their appreci-

ation of this in the usual way at the end of 
each act.

Opening and closing prayers were offered 
by the Rev Dugald Cameron and readings 
were delivered by members of Oban Rotary 
and the head boy and girl of Oban High 
School.

Santa, who appeared at the end of the 
concert amid a ‘snow storm’, was well re-
ceived by the youngsters present.

The concert was warmly chaired by Oban 
Rotary president Graham Fraser, who 
emphasised the importance of everyone 
working together. It was generally agreed 
that this was one of the best Christmas 
carol concerts, emphasising as it did the 
value of community involvement.

Entry to the concert was by way of a 
donation and the sum of £652.70 was raised 
which is to be split equally between Chil-
dren 1st and the Erskine Hospital.

Christmas concert 
will go down as 
‘one of the best’

DEATHS
FERGUSSON - Peacefully at 
the Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban on December 17, 2016, 
aged 83 years, Marion née 
McCallum, beloved wife 
of the late Pat Fergusson, a 
dearly loved mum, granny 
and granny ‘G’. Sorely 
missed. A private funeral will 
take place.
GRAY (Luing) - Peacefully, 
surrounded by family and 
friends on December 16, 2016, 
in Edinburgh, Hugh Michael 
Gray (weaver and upholsterer) 
of Cullipool, Luing, a 
much loved dad, grandpa, 
brother and friend. Service 
at Warriston Crematorium, 
Cloister Chapel, Edinburgh 
on Monday, January 16 at 
12.30pm to which all are 
invited. No fl owers, please 
but donations may be sent to 
either Mary’s Meals or RNLI.
JACKSON – At Lorn 
and Islands Hospital on 
December 22, 2016, James 
Kennedy, Old School 
House, Appin, in his 82nd 
year. Husband of Betty 
(Cameron), father of Kenny, 
Evelyn, John and James, a 
proud and devoted grandpa 
and great-grandpa. Funeral 
on Thursday December 29 
December at 1pm, Appin 
Church.
KEIR – Eleanor Louise 
passed away on Sunday 
December 18, 2016, at 
Aberdeen. Elder daughter of 
the late Dr Ivor Campbell and 
Mrs Jean Campbell, Argyll 
Mansions, Oban. Loving 
mother of Catriona, Deirdrie 
and Kenneth, adored 
grandmother and dear sister 
of Ann and the late Kenneth.

MACCORQUODALE - 
Peacefully at Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, on December 24, 
2016, aged 94 years, John of 
Inverfolla Farm, Appin. Much 
loved brother, brother-in-law, 
uncle and great-uncle. Sadly 
missed.
McDAVID - After a short 
illness at the Victoria Hospital, 
Kirkcaldy on Tuesday 
December 20, 2016; Sheila 
née Campbell, aged 76 years, 
loving wife of the late Joe 
and devoted mum of Gillian 
and Myra and mother-in-law 
of Alan. Funeral service has 
already taken place.
SINCLAIR - Peacefully, in 
the loving care of the staff 
at North Argyll House, on 
December 20, 2016, John, 
much loved and loving son 
of the late Archie and Sheena 
Sinclair, (Dalintart Drive), 
dear brother of Archie, Mary 
and Isobel and a dear brother-
in-law, uncle and great uncle. 
Sadly missed. Funeral service 
in Free High Church, Oban on 
Thursday, January 5, 2017 at 
1p.m. Family fl owers only.

MEMORIAMS
ANDERSON - Peggy, passed 
away December 29, 2012, 
aged 95 years, 17 Annat View, 
Corpach.
- Inserted by the family.
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of Angus, dearly 
loved husband, dad and 
grandpa who passed away 
January 1, 2016.
It broke our hearts to lose you
But you did not go alone
For part of us went with you
The day God called you home.
- Christine, Jennifer, Ewen 
and family.

HAY - In loving memory 
of our wonderful mum and 
gran, Mary née Beaton.
A silent thought, a secret 
tear
Keeps your memory ever 
dear
- Love Kate, Elaine, John, 
Henry, Stephen, Declan, 
Cameron and Lucy
LAMONT – In loving 
memory of my dear husband 
Willie, who passed away so 
very suddenly on New Years 
Eve, 2005.
Always in my thoughts
- Mary 
MACCALLUM - In loving 
memory of Henrietta (Babs), 
who died December 30, 
2010.
Forever in our hearts.
- Love Roberta and family.
MACQUARIE – In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Jessie who passed away on 
December 28, 2013.
Remembered every day
- Adie
MACQUARIE - In loving 
memory of a dear sister, aunt 
and great-aunt Jessie who 
passed away on December 
28, 2013.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Jeannie, Donnie and 
family. 
MUNN - In loving memory 
of Mary Ann, a dearly loved 
mother, mother-in-law and 
granny who passed away 
December 28, 2008.
Close in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered 
every day
- Neil, Mairi-Anne, Kieran, 
Kyle and Ryan

AT TAYNUILT’S Christmas ceilidh, 
young local pipers Emma Hill and Gregor 
MacDonald started the proceedings with a 
selection of rousing pipe tunes. There was 
further enjoyable music from Burach, a 
group from Oban High School comprising 
Heather Fothergill, Lauren MacArthur, 
Jenny MacLean, Kate MacPherson and 
Ailie Munro.

Inveraray’s Jake MacKay (mouth organ) 
and Agnes Liddell (keyboard) and Taynuilt 
duo Helen MacNeill (clarsach) and Helen 
Watt (vocals) contributed towards a won-
derful feast of music provided during the 
evening.

As usual, the Isla Sinclair Dancers 
(Rachael Stewart, Eve Milarvie, Mabel 
Rodwell and Katie MacDonald) produced 
first-class Highland dancing performances.

The Taynuilt Primary School choir,  
conducted by Ann Barlow, delighted 
an appreciative audience while soloists 
Rachael Deans and Susanne MacDonald 
gave polished singing performances.

Santa Claus even managed to put in a 
welcome appearance before stovies, mince 

pies and shortbread were served up along 
with tea at the interval.

Fear an Taighe for the evening was Dun-
can MacNeil who kept the ceilidh flowing 
smoothly and the audience amused with a 
series of anecdotes.

Festive feast of 
music at Taynuilt 
Christmas ceilidh

Oban High School group Burach.

Emma Hill and Gregor MacDonald.

Some of those who enjoyed the ceilidh.
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Marine 
Harvest 
Media 
Award 

winners 
2016

With the year drawing to a close, The 
Oban Times looks back at the shinty 
stories which made the news in 2016.

Shinty review of the season - part 1
January 2016
Lovat regain Lovat Cup
One of the highlights of the 
new shinty year is the Lovat 
Cup meeting between neigh-
bours and fierce rivals Lovat 
and Beauly. 

The 2016 clash took place at 
Balgate with Lovat coming out 
on top with a 3-2 win.

A crowd of more than 1,000 
shinty supporters saw Sandy El-
rick and David MacLean score 
for Beauly, but strikes from 
Lewis Tawse, Greg Matheson 
and Fraser Gallacher saw Lovat 
lift the trophy. 

Oban Camanachd ‘Young 
Pups’ claim bragging rights
The ‘Young Pups’ beat the ‘Old 
Crocks’ 3-1 as Oban Cama-
nachd hosted the John Collie 
Trophy at Mossfield.

The ‘Old Crocks’ team includ-
ed current Oban Camanachd 
first team manager Iain Hay 
as well as Fraser Inglis, Dougie 
MacIntyre, David MacCuish, 
Gareth Evans, David Devine 
and Alex MacVicar, who was 
given the task of marking his 
son Daniel.

Willie Neilson hit a first half 
double for the ‘Young Pups’ 
but the ever-green Fraser Inglis 
replied for the ‘Old Crocks’ 
just before the break. Captain 
James MacMillan made it 
3-1. After the final whistle, 
James was presented with the 
John Collie Trophy by Oban 
Camanachd Chieftain Iain 
MacIntyre.

‘Golden Oldies’ retain 
MacKinnon Sixes
The ‘Golden Oldies’ retained 
the John MacKinnon Memo-
rial Sixes Shield following a 
12-team tournament at Portree 
High School’s astro pitch.

The final between holders the 
‘Golden Oldies’ and ‘MacVic-
ar’s Plus Four’ was settled on 
two pieces of extra-time bril-
liance. ‘MacVicar’s Plus Four’s’ 
Kenny Ross conjured up a 
spectacular shot from wide on 
the left, but goalie Peter Gor-
don pulled off a superb save, 
stretching to turn the ball away 
with his caman from just under 
the bar. Moments later, keeper 
Gordon launched a goal-hit 
forward into the opposing goal 
area and Iain Nicolson took the 
ball down before turning and 
sending a clean strike into the 
net to break the deadlock. 

The goal came just 60 seconds 
from the end and it was poign-
ant it should come from Iain 
Nicolson, John MacKinnon’s 
grandson. 

Scotland forward
announces retirement
Kilmallie stalwart John Stew-
art announced his retirement 
from shinty.

As well as playing for Kilmall-
ie for 21 years, after breaking 
into the team as a 15-year-old, 
Stewart was also a regular in 
the Scotland shinty/hurling 
international set-up for  more 
than half that time.

Injuries led Stewart to the de-
cision to bring his playing days 
to an end and his last appear-
ance was as a substitute in the 
2-0 defeat to Kingussie in the 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
play-off match at the end of 
November 2015. 

Kilmallie first team manager 
Mark MacPherson looked to 
balance the loss of Stewart with 
the signing of Duncan Rodger 
from Fort William.

Shinty player saves life
Skye Camanachd’s ‘Shockie’ 
MacLennan helped provide 
life-saving medical attention 
when well-known Gaelic singer 
Don R MacIver collapsed on 
stage in Poolewe.

MacLennan, who captained 
the Skye Camanachd first 

team to the Marine Harvest 
National Division title in 2015, 
along with nurse Maureen 
Cummings and local firefighter 
Michael Maclean administered 
crucial assistance which includ-
ed use of an emergency heart-
start machine provided by the 
Lucky2bHere charity. 

February 2016
Bute invitational 9-a-sides
Bute ‘A’ won the Bute Invita-
tional nine-a-sides at the astro 
surface on the Rothesay Joint 
Campus. 

Bute fielded two teams and 
were joined by Col Glen, 
Dunoon and Kyles Athletic. 

There were no goals in the 
final between Bute and Kyles 
Athletic so the contest was 
decided on a penalty shoot-out 
which Bute won 2-1 thanks to 
conversions from James Craig 
and Craig MacKay. 

Pre-season friendlies
The pick of the pre-season 
friendlies included Oban 
Camanachd’s 5-0 win over In-
veraray with Daniel Cameron 
getting a hat-trick. 

Lochaber defeated Fort 
William 6-2 to lift the Glen 
Mhor Cup with Stuart Callison 
finding the back of the net five 
times. 

Kilmallie won the BSW Cup 
but it took a penalty shoot-out 
to finally see off Oban Cama-
nachd after a 1-1 draw at Canal 
Parks. Daniel Cameron and 
Michael Rodger got the goals 
from open play, whilst Duncan 
Rodger and Michael Rodger 
netted in the 2-1 shoot-out win.

Skye Camanachd won the 
Murdo MacKenzie Memorial 
Cup with a 10-3 win over 
Strathglass at Cannich. Jordan 
Murchison and Chris MacLen-
nan grabbed hat-tricks for Skye.

A goal in each half gave the 
travelling Fort William side a 
2-0 win against Aberdour at 
Silver Sands.

 There was an element of good 
fortune to the Fort William 
opener as a Bobby MacMillan 
strike deflected into the net off 
Aberdour full back Ruairidh 
Reid’s caman. There was no 
doubting the An Aird side’s 
second goal though - a scream-
ing 35-yard drive from Calum 
Shepherd which flew into the 
net.

Fort William also beat Beauly 
5-0 at Braeview Park. Bryan 
Simpson scored twice for the 
Fort with Daniel Stewart, Jay 
MacLeod and Cal Brown get-
ting the others. 

Kilmory edged out Col Glen 
2-1 in their friendly match at 
Otter Ferry. The visitors led 
2-0 at half time with Duncan 
MacBrayne and Craig Taylor 
getting the goals. The home 
side pulled a goal back in the 
second half through Steven 
MacKellar but were unable to 
get back level.

Newtonmore overcame Loch-
aber 2-1 at Spean Bridge. Glen 
MacKintosh got the opener for 
Newtonmore and their second 
came courtesy of a low Conor 
Jones shot. Ben Delaney pulled 
a goal back for Lochaber but 
Newtonmore stayed in front to 
win. 

Kinlochshiel lifted the Rob-
ert Wylie Memorial Cup with 
a 5-1 triumph over Oban Celtic 
at Mossfield. Keith MacRae 
grabbed a hat-trick for ’Shiel, 
with John MacRae and Oliver 
MacRae getting the others. 

Daniel Madej was on target 
for Oban Celtic. The Bob Wylie 
man of the match quaich was 
awarded to Oban Celtic’s Ally 
McKerracher.

RBS National First Shinty 
Festivals
Portree and Inverlochy were 
winners of the 2016 RBS Na-

tional First Shinty festivals in 
Fort William. 

Portree won the P7 and under 
National First Shinty Festival, 
beating Bute in the final at the 
Nevis Centre. 

Inverlochy came out on top 
in the 2016 RBS P5 and under 
National First Shinty Festival 
at Lochaber High School. 
Inverlochy beat MacDiarmid 
from Skye in the final. 

Strachur take year out
Strachur announced their 
intention to take a year out 
from competitive shinty, with-
drawing from league and cup 
action ahead of the 2016 shinty 
season.

The Strachurmore side said 
they hoped to continue to field 
primary and U14 teams in 
school and youth competitions 
in the hope of rebuilding their 
senior squad for future seasons. 

March 2016
Popular shinty exhibition 
draws to a close 
A unique exhibition at Hamp-
den Park, Glasgow, which de-
tailed shinty’s place in Scottish 
sport, drew to a close.

The popular exhibition was 
organised by the Camanachd 
Association in partnership with 
the Scottish Football Museum.

The group which organised 
the display was led by shinty 
historian and broadcaster 
Hugh Dan MacLennan.

On the fi eld round-up
The new shinty season got un-
der way on Saturday March 5. 

Wet weather played havoc 
with the fixtures during the 
early weeks of the season 
though.

Marine Harvest Premiership
Wins over Fort William and 
Kinlochshiel and a draw with 
Lochaber meant Kingussie 
ended the month top of the 
table ahead of second-placed 
Newtonmore.

Oban Camanachd managed 
just two fixtures during the 
month. They beat Glenur-
quhart 3-1 at Blairbeg and a 
last minute Daniel Cameron 
goal earned them a 2-2 draw 
with Skye Camanachd at Pairc 
nan Laoch, Portree.

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Glasgow Mid Argyll topped 
shinty’s second tier at the end 
of March thanks to victories 
over Ballachulish, Bute and 
Beauly, scoring 11 goals and 
only conceding twice. 

 
Marine Harvest North
Division 1
Strathglass got off to a flyer in 
Marine Harvest North Division 
1. The Cannich side were the 
only non-reserve team in the 
division and a draw with Kin-
gussie followed by wins over 
Skye, Lovat and Newtonmore 
had them clear at the top of the 
table at the end of the month. 

 
Marine Harvest South
Division 1
A 7-1 victory over Col Glen and 
a 2-0 derby win against Loch-
side Rovers got Oban Celtic off 
to a table-topping start in their 
league. This gave Kenny Woth-
erspoon’s squad a good start 
as they targeted promotion to 
the Marine Harvest National 
Division.

Marine Harvest North 
Division 2
The Caberfeidh second team 
recorded four straight wins in 
March to top Marine Harvest 
North Division 2. 

It was a superb start to the 
season from the Castle Leod 
reserves but Aberdeen Univer-
sity were sitting well placed in 
second position. 
 
Marine Harvest South
Division 2
Tayforth started their league 
programme at a blistering pace 

beating Aberdour reserves, 
Oban Lorn and Glasgow Mid 
Argyll seconds, scoring 22 
goals and conceding only twice. 
Kilmory were in hot pursuit and 
these two teams would battle it 
out for the title throughout the 
season. 

RBS MacTavish Cup
Shinty’s north knock-out com-
petition saw Beauly, Kingussie, 
Lochaber and Newtonmore 
progress to the quarter-finals, 
whilst Skye got past Kilmallie 
in their re-arranged tie. 

Gregor Cameron
Consultancy Glasgow
Celtic Society Cup
Col Glen’s 3-1 win over Balla-
chulish was the pick of the first 
round results.

Oban Celtic were too strong 
for Glenorchy, whilst Aberdour 
beat Taynuilt after a replay. 

April 2016
Glenurquhart wow New 
York crowds
2015 RBS MacTavish Cup 
winners Glenurquhart wowed 
the crowds in New York as they 
took part in the 18th annual 
Tartan Week.

The Glen also played an exhi-
bition shinty match at Dyckman 
Soccer Field.

On the fi eld round-up
Marine Harvest Premiership
The Marine Harvest Premier-
ship had a familiar look at 
the end of April as champions 
Newtonmore ended the month 
at the top of the pile. Kyles Ath-
letic were poised to capitalise 
on any slip up in second place. 

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Beauly knocked early pace-set-
ters Glasgow Mid Argyll off 
the top of the table, finishing 
April top of the league on goal 
difference. Even at this early 
stage, this was proving to be a 
keenly contested division. 

Marine Harvest North 
Division 1
Strathglass stayed out in front 
in Marine Harvest North Divi-
sion 1 as April ended. 

 
Marine Harvest South 
Division 1
Oban Celtic started the month 
at the top of the table, only 
to be overtaken by Aberdour 
with Lochside Rovers ending 
the month in top spot courtesy 
of victories over Col Glen and 
Glenorchy, although they did 
lose to Aberdour.   

Marine Harvest North 
Division 2
Aberdeen University com-
pleted a successful April 
with a couple of league wins, 
including a victory over league 
leaders Caberfeidh seconds, to 
finish the month on top of the 
league. 

 
Marine Harvest South 
Division 2
Tayforth stayed out in front 

with Kilmory in second spot. 
Tayforth’s two league wins in 
the month included a signif-
icant 4-2 triumph over rivals 
Kilmory.

Camanachd Cup
Bute made it through to the 
first round proper of the Cama-
nachd Cup with a 2-0 win over 
Inverness. 

Artemis Macaulay Cup
Bute, Inveraray, Kinlochshiel, 
Kyles Athletic, Lovat and 
Newtonmore made it through 
to the Artemis Macaulay Cup 
quarter-finals in April with 
Skye Camanachd and Glasgow 
Mid Argyll to follow soon 
afterwards.  

Balliemore Cup
Glasgow Mid Argyll were 
convincing 7-0 winners over 
Ballachulish in their first round 
tie at Jubilee Park. Calum 
McLay grabbed a hat-trick, 
whilst Craig Anderson bagged 
a brace.  

May 2016
David Thomson is new 
Macaulay Association 
president
David Thomson was elected 
Macaulay Association presi-
dent.

The Taynuilt stalwart took 
over from Fraser Inglis who 
stood down after three years.

Long-serving secretary David 
Hamilton remains in post.

On the fi eld round-up
Marine Harvest Premiership
There was another change in 
leadership at the top of the 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
as Kinlochshiel claimed top 
spot at the end of May. Draws 
with Kyles and Skye and a win 
over Oban Camanachd moved 
them into pole position. Kyles 
Athletic were second, with 
Newtonmore third. 

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Glasgow Mid Argyll returned 
to the top of shinty’s second 
tier, although they were mainly 
in cup action during the month.  

Marine Harvest North 
Division 1
The Newtonmore second team 
knocked Strathglass off the top 
of the table and these two sides 
would share the top two places 
for the rest of the season. 

 
Marine Harvest South
Division 1
Lochside Rovers remained top 
of the league, ahead of Ab-
erdour and Oban Celtic. Cup 
matches and unplayable pitches 
led to an imbalance in league 
games played.   

Marine Harvest North 
Division 2
Aberdeen University remained 
league leaders in the north’s 
second division. 

They would prove very diffi-
cult to shift. 

Marine Harvest South 
Division 2
Tayforth stayed ahead of 
Kilmory at the top of the table 
in what was to be another two-
horse race. Tayforth were not in 
league action during the month 
which allowed Kilmory to 
catch up on their fixtures and 
they were convincing winners 
in their league games against 
Dunoon and the Bute seconds. 

Camanachd Cup
Beauly, Glasgow Mid Argyll, 
Inveraray and Oban Celtic all 
made it through to the final 16 
of shinty’s blue riband tourna-
ment where they joined the 10 
Marine Harvest Premiership 
sides. 

Gregor Cameron
Consultancy Glasgow
Celtic Society Cup
This all-south tournament 
reached the semi-final stage.

Inveraray got through to the 
final thanks to a 2-1 win over 
Glasgow Mid Argyll whilst, 
three weeks later, Kyles Athlet-
ic edged out Oban Camanachd 
2-1. 

Balliemore Cup
Beauly, Caberfeidh and Kil-
mallie won through to the Bal-
liemore Cup semi-finals with 
Strathglass and Taynuilt still to 
play their quarter-final tie. 

Aberdein Considine
Sutherland Cup
The Glenurquhart, Kingussie 
and Newtonmore second teams 
were joined in the semi-finals 
by Tayforth. 

June 2016
Lochaber and Skye
Camanachd reach Valerie 
Fraser Cup Final
Lochaber Ladies and Skye Ca-
manachd Ladies won through 
to the Valerie Fraser Cup Final.

Lochaber were 6-0 victors 
over Aberdour with Kirsty Del-
aney scoring five whilst a Jenna 
Beaton hat-trick helped Skye 
beat Badenoch and Strathspey 
5-1. 

On the fi eld round-up
Marine Harvest Premiership
Home wins over Kyles Ath-
letic and Glenurquhart and a 
draw with Lochaber at Spean 
Bridge gave Oban Camanachd 
a second stint at the top of the 
Premiership at the end of June. 
Newtonmore, Kinlochshiel and 
Kyles Athletic made up the re-
mainder of the top four places. 

Marine Harvest National 
Division
Inveraray were new National 
Division leaders at the end of 
June with a number of teams 
very much in title contention. 

Marine Harvest North 
Division 1
The Newtonmore second team 
and Strathglass continued to 
tussle for the league trophy.

Strathglass ended the month 

on top of the table on goal 
difference but ’More were to 
return to the summit a week 
later. 

 
Marine Harvest South 
Division 1
Table toppers Lochside Rov-
ers stayed top although they 
dropped three out of six points 
during the month.  

Marine Harvest Division 2
Two league wins in two games 
meant Aberdeen University 
were proving difficult to catch 
at the top of the division.  

 
Marine Harvest South 
Division 2
Kilmory topped the league for 
the first time this season during 
June, ending the month ahead 
of nearest challengers Tayforth. 

RBS MacTavish Cup
A Glen MacKintosh strike with 
the last hit of the ball earned 
Newtonmore a 2-1 victory over 
a gallant Lochaber side in the 
2016 RBS MacTavish Cup Final 
at a wet Bught Park. Norman 
Campbell gave Newtonmore a 
first half lead, but Zandz Fer-
guson equalised shortly after. 

The winning goal came late 
in the game, courtesy of Glen 
MacKintosh. 

Lochaber keeper Callum 
MacDonald was named man of 
the match. 

Gregor Cameron
Consultancy Glasgow 
Celtic Society Cup
Kyles Athletic retained the 
Gregor Cameron Consultancy 
Glasgow Celtic Society Cup 
with a 3-1 win over Inveraray at 
Taynuilt Sports Field. 

Inveraray’s Lewis Mont-
gomery cancelled out Dunkie 
Kerr’s opener but goals from 
Sandy MacKenzie and Thomas 
Whyte gave Kyles a fourth 
successive triumph in this 
competition. Inveraray keeper 
Scott MacLachlan was man of 
the match. 

Balliemore Cup
Kilmallie and Caberfeidh made 
it through to the Balliemore 
Cup Final after two exciting 
semi-final ties. 

Kilmallie came from 4-1 
down to beat Beauly 8-4, with 
five of their goals coming in 
the final 15 minutes. Duncan 
Rodger and Liam MacDonald 
both grabbed hat-tricks with 
Michael Rodger also contribut-
ing with a brace. 

Caberfeidh were 3-1 winners 
against Strathglass, who 
knocked out Taynuilt earlier 
in the month, with Martin 
MacDonald, Liam Symonds 
and Gavin Mclaughlin getting 
their goals.

Kyles Athletic celebrate after defeating Inveraray 3-1 in the � nal of the Gregor Cameron Consultancy Glasgow Celtic Society Cup � nal at 
Taynuilt in June. Photograph: Neil Paterson.

See next week’s 
Oban Times 

for part two of 
the 2016 shinty 
review of the 

season.
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No hangover as Saints stun 
last year’s Scottish Cup 
fi nalists.
THERE was no sign of a New 
Year hangover as Oban Saints 
returned to action after the 
festive break for their biggest 
fixture of the season so far at 
Glencruitten.

A tremendous all-round team 
performance earned the D&K 
Lafferty-sponsored side a thor-
oughly deserved 4-1 win over 
Craigshill Thistle, last season’s 
beaten finalists, in the Scottish 
Amateur Cup fifth round, 
inflicting the Livingston team’s 
first defeat of the season in the 
process.

February 
Caring, sharing Oban 
Sailing Club wins
prestigious award. 
OBAN Sailing Club (OSC) is 
celebrating after winning the 
Royal Yachting Association 
(RYA) Scotland award for 
Sailing Club of the Year 2015.

RYA Scotland acknowledged 
the work of all three clubs that 
were shortlisted for the award, 
including Banff and Perth Sail-
ing Clubs, and was delighted 
when OSC proposed on the 
night that it should be shared 
across the nominees. 

Oban Saints had a great year in 2016 reaching the semi-� nal of the Scottish Amateur Cup, losing 2-1 in extra time to Leven United at 
New Douglas Park, Hamilton. However, the club did pick up some silverware and are pictured above after winning the Jimmy

 Marshall Cup defeating St Joseph’s 2-1 in the � nal at Millburn Park, Alexandria.

Oban Camanachd had a very successful season reaching the � nal of the Camanachd Cup and 
� nishing third in the Marine Harvest Premiership.

Finlo Cottier, commodore, and 
John Peden, immediate past 
commodore of Oban Sailing 
Club, with the RYA Scotland 

Sailing Club of the Year Award. 
Photo: Marc Turner

Oban Celtic manager Kenny 
Wotherspoon.

Oban’s Abi Evans training with 
the Scotland rugby squad.

A delighted Ryan Gibson 
meets Murdo MacLeod.

Bob MacIntyre.

Abi turns out for Scotland
A FORMER Oban High 
School pupil received one of 
the highest accolades in sport 
earlier this month when she 
turned out to play for her 
country.

In the 74th minute of the re-
cent women’s Scotland v Wales 
6 Nations rugby match, Oban’s 
Abi Evans, 19, stepped on to 
the pitch and competed for her 
country. The result might not 
have gone her way, with Scot-
land losing the match 23-10, but 
the Obanite is excited about the 
future. 

Camanachd and Celtic get 
off to a good start
Oban Camanachd travelled 
to Drumnadrochit for their 
opening Premiership fixture 
and returned home with the 
two points after an impressive 
display against the holders of 
the MacTavish Cup.

The Malcolm Kerr-sponsored 
side began in a positive 
fashion and were awarded a 
penalty which was duly con-
verted by new signing Willie 
Neilson.

Midway through the first-
half, Oban’s international 
talisman, Daniel Cameron, 
scored a second goal for the 
visitors with a scorching 20-
yard drive into the top corner 
of the net. 

Oban Celtic ran out 7-1 
winners last Saturday against 
newly promoted Col Glen.

Celtic had the worst possible 
start to the game, going 1-0 
down in less than 30 seconds 
and missing a penalty in the 
third minute.

But from then on it was a 
one-sided affair with Daniel 
Madej banking four goals, new 
signing Fraser MacMillan get-
ting two and Neil Carmichael 
scoring the other.

March 
Saints march into Scottish 
Cup semi-fi nal with 
last-gasp winner
OBAN Saints survived a 
second half onslaught from a 

very impressive Shortlees side 
to book their first Scottish 
Amateur Cup semi-final slot 
in front of a large crowd at 
Glencruitten last Saturday 
afternoon.

With nerves jangling all 
around, it was a typically cool 
finish from second-half substi-
tute Allan Mackay that sealed 
the victory and put Saints 
within 90 minutes of a trip to 
Hampden Park.

In the 88th minute, Donald 
Campbell made a sensational 
driving run at the heart of the 
Lees defence.

With defenders trailing in 
his wake, Campbell burst into 
the box and laid the ball off to 
Allan Mackay to calmly slot 
the ball past the left hand of 
Murdoch and into the bottom 
corner of the net. 

Cue scenes of delirium both 
on and off the field as Saints 
players and supporters cele-
brated the goal wildly. 

Change of direction for 
Oban’s MMA club
WITH more than 50 ju-jitsu 
medals under its belt, the 
former MMA (mixed marshal 
arts) club in Oban has decided 
to change its goals, as well as 
its name, and focus less on 
striking and more on grap-
pling. 

April
Extra time defeat for Saints 
in Scottish Cup semi-fi nal
AN EXTRA-TIME goal from 
Leven United was enough 
to end Oban Saints’ Scottish 
Cup dream, with the Oban 
side losing 2-1 last Thursday in 
the biggest game of the club’s 
56-year history at Hamilton’s 
New Douglas Park.

The Fife-side took the lead 
in the 32nd minute. However, 
just four minutes later Saints 
were level.

Jamie Graham won a header 
in the middle of the park, 
which found Scott Maitland.

He passed the ball short to 
Campbell who continued his 
run. Campbell then slipped 
the ball back to Maitland who 
crossed the ball low to Ross 
Maitland, who only had the 
goalkeeper to beat. Maitland 
stroked the ball into the left-
hand corner of the net.

The match went to extra-time 
and, after receiving a long-
pass, Mark Wilkie cut inside 
his marker before curling a 
wonder strike from the edge of 
the box, into the top right hand 
corner of the net.

Oban Camanachd top the 
Premiership after narrow 
1-0 win over Kinlochshiel
Oban Camanachd moved to 
the top of the Marine Harvest 
Premiership with a hard-fought 
1-0 win over tough opponents 
Kinlochshiel which included 
a vintage performance from 
Gavin Stobbart in goal for the 
red-and-blacks.

Aidan MacIntyre shot home a 
20-yard drive into the corner of 
the net in the first half to give 
the home side the lead.

And with the help of Stobbart 
in goal, the home side were 
able to hold on to the lead and 
secure two points.

With four games played, 
Oban Camanachd have seven 
points, compared to their 
closest competitors Lovat, who 
have six points.

May
Oban football festival is a 
huge success, as former 
Celtic and Scotland legend 
Murdo MacLeod hands over 
the medals.
OBAN Sunday Football 
League hosted their football 
festival at Mossfield and it 
turned out to be a fantastic day 
of football for the large crowd 
that turned up.

With 45 teams taking part 
across the 2004-2010 age 
groups, there were around 
400 children showing off their 
football skills.

The Oban teams at each age 
group were joined by teams 
from Lochgilphead, Campbel-
town, Glasgow, Dumbarton, 
Helensburgh, Perth and Fort 
William.

The football on show from all 
teams was of a high standard 
and, with plenty of exciting 
games throughout the day, it 
was a great advert for youth 
football in Oban and Lorn.

In the 2004 age group, the 
Ryan MacPhail Memorial 
Fund trophy was won by Fort 
William, beating Perth’s Leth-
am Sky Blues 1-0 in a closely 
contested final. 

Magnus in sevens heaven 
as Scotland win world 
series cup
FORMER Oban High School 
pupil Magnus Bradbury was in 
the Scotland 7s 12-man squad 
for the final leg of this season’s 
HSBS World Rugby Sevens 
Series.

Scotland made history in lift-
ing their first ever World Series 
event cup at Twickenham.

The team’s previous highest 
tournament finish of fourth 
was trumped as Scotland pro-
gressed to, and won, the final, 
beating South Africa 27-26 in 
the last game of the tournament 
and this year’s series. 

Open day for beginners at 
Oban Bowling Club
OBAN Bowling Club opened 
its doors last weekend and al-
lowed people to try their hand 
at the sport free of charge.

This was part of a national 
campaign aimed at getting 
more people, of all ages, play-
ing bowls regularly at clubs.

More than 200 bowling clubs 
took part in the 2015 Try Bowls 
campaign, resulting in more 
than 2,000 people trying the 
sport. 

June
Dougal’s wonder strike 
helps Saints win
Marshall Cup
OBAN Saints ran out 2-1 win-
ners over St Joseph’s to lift the 
Jimmy Marshall Cup. 

Saints went in to the second 
half 1-0 up after Paul Carmi-
chael headed the ball home 
from close range.

Saints’ second and killer goal 
came in the 72nd minute in a 
moment of inspiration from 
Dougal Graham. Not for the 
first time, Dougal found himself 
higher up the park and far more 
central than his manager would 
have liked. With the St Joe’s 
defence back-pedalling, Dougal 
spotted Lee Mitchell off his line 
and, without breaking stride, 
sensationally lobbed the ball 
from 40 yards over the keeper’s 
head and into the empty net.

St Joe’s scored with eight min-
utes to go, but in the end it was 
too little, too late for the men 
from Duntocher.  

Bob pipped at the post in 
amateur championship
THE MASTER of Muirfield 
was at it again last week, when 
Oban’s very own golfing sensa-
tion, Robert ‘Bob’ MacIntyre, 
came close to clinching another 
prestigious trophy.

The 19-year-old, who won 
the Scottish Amateur Cham-
pionship last year when it was 
held in Muirfield, had to settle 
for second best at the amateur 
championship, which is often 
referred to as the British Ama-
teur Championship.

Bob outplayed five opponents, 

before being pipped to the post 
by 21-year-old Scott Gregory 
from Corhampton. 

Oban tennis on the level
TENNIS players in Oban will 
be able to play on a level surface 
for the first time in 10 years, as 
the upgraded courts at Atlantis 
Leisure are scheduled to open 
to the public on Monday.

The depleted facility was 
the subject of a community 
campaign, which started in 
December of last year, in order 
to raise money to improve the 
sloping courts.

Try Bowls session at Oban Bowling Club.

Atlantis Leisure manager Nick
Wesley.
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THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £650
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 10am on Tuesday 3rd January. No 
refunds will be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB
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Football

Saints on
Scottish
Cup duty

Shinty

Narrow win for 
Golden Oldies

OBAN Saints will return to 
action after the Christmas and 
New Year break on Saturday 
January 7 with their most 
important match of the season 
so far. 

They will face high-flying 
Westdyce from Aberdeen at 
Glencruitten in the fifth round 
of the Scottish Amateur Cup 
with a place in the last 32 of the 
national competition at stake.
 The Aberdeenshire side has 
reached this stage by virtue of 
a 2-1 home win over Rattrays 
in round two followed by a 
5-3 home win over Strathclyde 
Saturday Morning AFL 
Division 1A team Firhill United 
in the third round. Westdyce 
reached the fifth round after an 
impressive 2-0 home win over 
Kingdom Caledonian AFA side 
Strathmiglo United. The teams 

Saints’ manager Alex Craik.

Kyokushinkai Karate
The Caledonia Kyokushin clubs 
held grading tests in Oban and 
Lochgilphead on December 17 
and 18. The Oban grading saw 
Charlie McLaughlin move up 
to 3rd Kyu, while his brother 
Darryl moved up to 1st kyu, just 
one step away from the coveted 
black belt.

Paul Mackay deserves a special 

Caledonia Kyokushshinkai Oban members Charlie McLaughlin, Paul Mackay and Darryl McLaughlin 
after their recent grading.

mention as the latest member of 
the club to gain his ‘shodan’ - 1st 
degree black belt. Paul came 
through the test which involved 
several hours of technical work, 
tameshiwari (breaking) and 
fighting. After the test Paul said: 
‘That was mentally and physical-
ly the hardest thing I have ever 
done’.

The picture below shows the 

trio proudly displaying their new 
belts although Paul will have 
an official presentation of his 

personalised belt and certificate 
in the new year.

The classes are on a short break 
until January 4 when training 
resumes and preparation for the 
Scottish Open Championships 
on February 25 in Glasgow 
continues. 

So far almost 100 adults have 
entered this now prestigious 
event with fighters attending 
from Scotland, England, Ire-
land, Wales, Norway, Sweden 
and The Netherlands.

Anyone interested in learning 
this traditional style of karate 
should contact Iain Rodger on 
07584 166542 or iain@ikku.
co.uk.

Shukokai Karate
The club is taking a short break 
for the Christmas period and 
will resume on January 6.

Anyone thinking of taking up 
this martial art should contact 
Kenny Gray on kenni.gray@
btinternet.com 

BJJ
For club info contact Coogie on 
coogiepots@gmail.com.

Kickboxing
Coach Wullie Rodger said: 
‘With the end of the year 

approaching, it gives me great 
pleasure to announce not one 
but two students of the year. 
It’s been a really hard decision 
with all the juniors working 
so hard and, after whittling it 
down to two, I couldn’t decide 
between Angus Files and Cody 
McCulloch. Both have put in ex-
ceptional effort at training and 
at tournaments. This coupled 
with their excellent attitudes has 
made coaching them a pleasure.

‘The new year will bring new 
challenges to work towards and 
is an excellent time to start 

training with the new intake 
starting on January 4. Whether 
you want to get fitter, learn to 
defend yourself, gain confidence 
or go the extra mile to work 
towards fighting in the ring, this 
is the time to do it.’

Kick boxing training times: 
Wednesdays 6.30pm for juniors 
and 7.30pm for seniors, Sundays 
11am for juniors, noon for sen-
iors and women only sessions at 
2pm. 

For more information contact 
Wullie Rodger on shihanwill@
gmail.com.

OBAN Celtic Shinty Club held 
its annual Boxing Day challenge 
match at Mossfield Stadium 
between the Golden Oldies and 
the Young Guns.
 Although the playing surface 
at Mossfield was in excellent 
condition, the game was played 
in horrendous weather with a 
bitingly cold wind and heavy 
blustery showers.
 Credit goes to both sets 
of players and referee Billy 
Wotherspoon for turning in a 
good game of shinty in such 

Oban Celtic Golden Oldies and Young Guns line-up with referee Billy Wotherspoon, far left, and committee man David Hamilton, right. Photographs: Kevin McGlynn.

Kenny Wotherspoon rounds Young Guns keeper Andrew MacKenzie to score the winner for the 
Golden Oldies.

trying conditions. At the end 
of a shortened match because 
of the weather the Golden 
Oldies won 3-2 thanks to goals 
from Lee Askew (2) and Kenny 
Wotherspoon. Both goals for the 
Young Guns were netted by Neil 
Carmichael.
 Man of the Match, awarded by 
those present at the game, was 
David ‘Skinny’ MacInnes.
 After drying and thawing out, 
the players, committee and club 
members retired to Lodge 180 
where three awards were hand-

ed over by June Pearson and 
Catherine Carnie: Player of the 
Year - Ally McKerracher; Top 
Goalscorer - Daniel Madej and 
Most Improved Player - Kieran 
Carnie. An enjoyable evening 
was had by everyone.
 The Oban club had a successful 
2015/16, winning South Division 
One, and is looking forward to  
life in the National Division next 
season.

drew the first game in Fife 1-1.
 Saints have reached this 
stage in the competition after 
winning a tough match 3-1 
against old rivals Finnart at 
Glasgow Green. Saints received 
a bye into the third round after 
Bishopton scratched from the 
competition. Next up for Saints 
was a trip to face Central Scot-
tish AFA side FC Clydebank. 
The Oban boys turned in a far 
from convincing performance 
but edged the game 3-1. Round 
four saw Saints turn in probably 
their best performance of 
the season so far when they 
travelled to Edinburgh and 
defeated high-flying Salvesen 
2-0 to set up what will be an 
intriguing encounter against 
Westdyce.   
 Saints reached the semi-finals 
last year but were knocked out 
2-1 after extra time by Leven 
United at New Douglas Park, 
home of Hamilton Accies so the 
boys are desperate to try and go 
one better this season. 
 Because of the school holidays 
the squad is unable to train 
on the 3G pitch over the 
festive period but have a slot 
at Atlantis Leisure on Tuesday 
January 3 so the lads can blow 
the festive cobwebs away.
 Saints had no fewer than 12 
players unavailable for their last 
game in the West of Scotland 
Cup against East Kilbride, so 
hopefully a number of these 
players will make themselves 
available for selection for this 
important Scottish Cup tie.

Angus Files. Cody McCulloch.
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TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 29, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.43 3.9 11.56 1.3 17.56 3.9  **.**  *.*
Fri 00.18 1.2 06.19 4.0 12.34 1.2 18.29 3.9
Sat 00.52 1.1 06.52 4.0 13.11 1.2 19.00 3.8
Sun 01.24 1.1 07.25 3.9 13.46 1.3 19.32 3.7
Mon 01.56 1.2 07.59 3.8 14.22 1.3 20.07 3.6
Tues 02.31 1.2 08.37 3.7 15.01 1.4 20.47 3.5
Wed 03.12 1.3 09.21 3.6 15.50 1.5 21.33 3.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

21
11

10

Thursday Cloudy with light rain at times
 Winds strong southerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 11ºC.
Friday Light rain
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Sunny on Sunday
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 10ºC.
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WINDS of up to 104mph were recorded 
on the Western Isles last week as Storm 
Barbara hit Scotland.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar reported 
the severe winds at Scalpay Bridge in the 
Outer Hebrides on Christmas Eve, with 
gusts of 85mph following on Christmas 
Day.

Storm Barbara affected much of the 
Western Isles over the festive period, 
with ferry operator CalMac cancelling 
all services to Lewis, Harris and North 
Uist and much of the Western Isles last 
Friday (December 23).

On Thursday (December 22), CalMac 
ran a ‘very difficult lifeline’ crossing to 
Barra, complete with the island’s tur-
keys, making the journey in seven hours 
instead of the usual five-and-a-half, by 

routing north of the Small Isles, where 
eight-metre waves were forecast.

‘There is no doubt that Storm Barbara 
has made her presence firmly felt,’ said 
CalMac’s operations director Drew 
Collier. But we were able to react rapidly 
to all weather windows which allowed 
many people, particularly in the south-
ern area of the network, to continue with 
some semblance of normality as they 
approached the festive period.’

Mr Collier said it had been a ‘difficult 
weekend for communities, customers, 
crews and port staff, and we can 
hopefully look forward to a period of 
increased certainty for travellers’.

An emergency shipment of generators 
from Scottish and Southern Electicity 
Networks (SSEN) was delivered to 

Lochmaddy in North Uist in anticipa-
tion of power cuts on Thursday.

CalMac services began to return 
to normal on Boxing Day (Mon-
day). ‘Thankfully conditions do 
appear to be improving and we 
are continuously monitoring 
each route,’ said Mr Collier.

SSEN said: ‘Scotland has stood 
up well to challenging conditions 
following Storm Barbara’.

Engineers restored power to more 
than 25,000 homes, with customers who 
were without electricity over Christmas 
night reconnected to supplies on Boxing 
Day. Six hundrded staff were on hand dur-
ing the festive period in anticipation of 
the storm, five times the normal number 
who would be available.

Storms blast Lochaber and Isles

A FORT William charity set up 
in memory of a ‘beautiful, brave 
and sparkly star’ has donated a 
staggering £25,000 to the Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children in 
Edinburgh.

STAR for Harris was set up by 
Tanya and Allan Ross after their 
son Harris lost his battle with a 
brain tumour in 2010 when he 
was just 16 months old. 

LoveOliver, a charity set up 
by Jennifer and Andy Gill, who 
also lost their son Oliver to 
cancer, donated £25,000 to the 
hospital where both children 
spent most of their lives.

The two families went to visit 
the ward in Edinburgh where 
they met Susan Veitch from the 
Sick Kids Foundation to present 
them with a £50,000 cheque.

Speaking to The Oban Times, 
mum Tanya said: ‘The money 
raised was thanks to the many 
people who took part in our 
‘Reach for the Ward Two Stars’ 
campaign by taking on chal-
lenges including marathons or 
arranging golf events and sales.

‘The hospital holds so many 
precious memories for us all. 
The new Sick Kids is due to open 
in spring 2018 so we wanted to 
make sure we popped by where 
our boys had been treated. It 

STAFF and nursery children from St Columba’s 
School, Fort William, enjoyed a special 
Christmas outing last week.

Eight youngsters from the school’s nursery 
boarded Santa’s Christmas train last Wednes-
day (December 21) and headed to Glen� nnan 
for the train’s � rst festive trip.

Head teacher Violet Smith told The Oban 
Times: ‘The children were so excited to be met 
at the station by Santa and his elves.’

On board the train, the children sang Christ-

mas carols, enjoyed a snack and coloured in 
pictures in books donated by elves.

Ms Smith added: ‘On the way back to Fort 
William, Santa came round the carriages to 
speak to the children about what they would 
like to receive for Christmas. He gave each 
child a beautiful gift and everyone was happy 
with their toys and games.

‘It was a wonderful end to the term and 
a lovely start to the children’s Christmas 
holiday.’ Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Fort William charity sparkles 
with £25,000 for hospital ward

always feels like it all happened 
yesterday when we are back at 
the Sick Kids as memories are 
so vivid.’

The families also had the 
chance to visit the new state-
of-the-art hospital and see the 
progress being made there. 

Tanya said: ‘Jennifer and Andy 
have become such good friends 
of ours after our paths crossed 
briefly on ward two and we share 
such a special bond. 

‘We are all there to support 
each other and to share ideas 
for building on our boys’ living 
legacies. 

‘It was incredible to have the 
two charities join forces and we 
plan to do so again.’

STAR for Harris has also 
continued to fund its ongoing 
initiatives this year providing 

music therapy at the Edinburgh 
and Glasgow sick children’s 
hospitals, preparing numerous 
gift sets for children going into 
isolation, a Christmas celebra-
tion, a magician for ward two 
at Edinburgh and resources for 
both wards.

‘We loved joining forces with 
a range of smaller children’s 
cancer charities this year to turn 
Scotland gold during September 
to raise awareness of childhood 
cancer awareness month.  For 
this, the highlights were helping 
get the childhood cancer logo 
added to the grass pyramids 
between Glasgow and Edin-
burgh and seeing a gold bus with 
entertainment travelling around 
Edinburgh full of children who 
are currently receiving treat-
ment,’ said Tanya.

She added: ‘Allan and I 
can’t thank all of the people 
who contribute to STAR for 
Harris enough as without their 
kindness we couldn’t achieve as 
much as we do. 

‘The charity all started from 
wanting to provide what would 
have benefited our beautiful, 
brave and sparkly star Harris 
when he was being treated and 
we really feel we are making 
a difference to children being 
treated for cancer right now and 
what an honour it is to get to do 
that.’  

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk All aboard the Santa express

TIMESLINE

THE OBAN Times has learned 
that the Highland Council will 
hold another Fort William Com-
munity Council election next 
year, despite it being dissolved in 
November.

A source, who asked not to 
be named, said they believed 
around 20 parents at Lundavra 
Primary School had signed a peti-
tion to form another community 
council. They also indicated that 
it could be the � rst all-female 
community council.

A Highland Council spokes-
person con� rmed there will be 
another election, despite holding 
two last year with no success in 
forming a community council.

VISITOR numbers to the West 
Highland Museum in Fort Wil-
liam have reached a 35-year 
high. A total of 48,333 people 
stepped into the Cameron 
Square museum, � ve times 
more visitors than � ve years 
ago. A museum spokesperson 
said: ‘When the West High-
land Museum last saw 48,000 
visitors, petrol was delivered 
in gallons and the Sinclair 
ZX81 had just been launched.’

New drive to set up 
community council

Crowds � ock to 
town’s museum

The families hand over the 
£50,000 cheque to the Sick Kids 

Foundation.

FREE child ticket  

PLUS  FREE hot drink Oban Phoenix Cinema

BUY ONE GET 

ONE FREE
voucher

FREE Kid’s 

Club ticketIN
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Wishing all our readers and  
  advertisers a happy New Year
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Plockton resident is true 
community champion
A PLOCKTON stalwart who 
has dedicated most of his life 
to community groups has been 
persuaded to ‘carry on’ despite 
thinking it was time to retire.

Charlie MacRae agreed to 
stay on the board of the Loch-
alsh branch of the Royal British 
Legion Scotland for his 30th 
year and to continue with the  
Plockton Hall committee after 
more than 55 years of service 
this month.

The 78-year-old, who is 
currently the secretary of the 
Lochalsh Legion Scotland 
branch, expressed his wish to 
retire from the board at a recent 
AGM, but was persuaded to 
stay on.

And, after feeling it was time 
for a change, Charlie also 
considered retiring from the 
Plockton Hall committee after 
two years as secretary and 53 
years as treasurer, but again was 
convinced not to.

Charlie, who is also the Plock-
ton correspondent for The Oban 
Times, said: ‘I have always been 
involved with the hall – I used 
to run all the dances for the 
badminton, sports and sailing 
clubs.

 ‘I am fit and able to the job, so 
I’m quite happy to stay for an-
other year. The committee said 
I should stay on for 60 years. I 
have been doing it for so long it 
just comes easily.

‘For doing 50 years as sec-
retary and treasurer, the hall 

committee give me a swivel 
chair and for retiring as treas-
urer they gave me an inscribed 
decanter.’

And his community involve-
ment doesn’t end there. In 
2015 Charlie retired from the 
Plockton Community Council 

after 40 years, 25 of which he 
spent as chairman.

In March this year he was 
awarded a Civic Champion 
Highly Commended certificate 
after being put forward by the 
community council for long 
service.

Charlie said: ‘I was pleased to 
accept the award as there was 
a lot of work involved with the 
council so it was very good of 
them to nominate me.’

Earlier this month Charlie 
also chaired a meeting of Skye 
and Lochalsh Sports Council 
for the 16th year, having been 
on the committee since its 
inception.

He has also been contributing 
to The Oban Times for more 
than 40 years, and takes a keen 
interested in the badminton, 
football and sailing clubs in the 
area.

He added: ‘Last month as the 
local poppy convener, I dis-
tributed and collected 20 tins 
having done it for over 30 years.’

In 2015 Charlie also received 
a certificate of merit from the 
Royal British Legion at the 
Civic Trust My Place awards in 
Glasgow.

Charlie said: ‘I was in the 
army over in Cyprus for three 
years and I was a clerk, so when 
I came home people thought, 
“He’s the man for all the secre-
tary jobs”.

‘I had plenty of time on my 
hands, and I didn’t get married 
until I was 37 and when I did I 
think my wife was quite happy 
to get me out of the road.’

Charlie MacRae has given a lifetime of service to various community groups and The Oban Times.

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

A PRIMARY seven pupil on 
the Isle of Skye has won an 
MSP’s annual constituency 
Christmas card competition. 

Lola Bold, who attends 
Dunvegan Primary School on 
the north-west of the island, 
beat off scores of entries 
from across the constituency, 
including Lochaber and other 
parts of Skye, to win Kate 
Forbes’s competition. 

Hundreds of Christmas 
cards have been sent out with 
her winning design of Eilean 
Donan Castle. 

Ms Forbes said: ‘I’ve been 
very keen to engage with 

children in primary school, 
so that they grow up knowing 
their elected representatives 
and making their voices 
heard. 

‘Inviting school pupils to 
take part in a Christmas card 
design competition is one 
small way to start engaging 
with young people.

‘The Christmas card compe-
tition is also an excuse to get 
a unique card design that is 
truly one of a kind.’

Lola was on holiday in Aus-
tralia for the festive season 
so will come back to find out 
about her win in the new year.

COMMUNITY groups which 
help the elderly live more 
connected, fulfilling and happy 
lives have been given money by 
a trust from Stornoway.

Point and Sandwick Trust 
(PST), the charity behind the 
biggest community wind farm 
in the UK, has committed to 
supporting six big projects 
throughout the Outer Hebri-
des. However, the organisation 
is also doing its bit at a more 
local level, and recently gave 
£500 to several community 
groups for the elderly. The 
money, which will be given 
regularly, went to Cairdean Og 
Allt nan Gall, Sandwick Hall 
and Recreation Association 

and Tiumpan Young at Heart 
Club.

Bert Frater, who is chairman 
of the group, said Point and 
Sandwick’s donation was ‘a 
great help’.

Christina Maciver from 
Sandwick Hall and Recreation 
Association was also apprecia-
tive of the money which also 
helped fund its festive party.

‘They were over the moon 
because some of them don’t see 
each other from one end of the 
year to the next,’ she added.

Ken Nicholson from Tiumpan 
Young at Heart Club said: ‘We 
struggle for fundraising, so 
this has certainly added to our 
efforts. It really picked us up.’

Skye’s Lola has festive 
card down to a fi ne art

Community groups all 
smiles after cash windfall

THE Kyle of Lochalsh RNLI 
has raised around £1,200 at its  
annual Santa’s grotto.

This year the nice weather 
helped get everyone in the 
Christmas spirit, with families 
turning out in force, some in 
their best festive jumpers, to 
visit Santa at the Kyle lifeboat 
station.

Throughout the day there was 
a steady queue of children wait-
ing to visit Santa and get their 
picture taken with him, whilethe 
tea, coffee and homebaking 
were in high demand. 

There was also an opportunity 
for people to do some Christmas 
shopping, with gifts and cards 
available from the table sale, 
while the children had the 
chance to get their faces painted 
and post their Christmas letters 
to Santa at the North Pole.

A Kyle RNLI spokesperson 
said: ‘We would like to thank 
everyone who helped make it 
such a success. 

‘We would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone 
who has supported us through-
out the year and we hope every-
one has a very merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year.’

Top: Olivia and Emma Maclean 
loved meeting Santa.

Below: Lynsey Finlayson with 
her children Charlie and Nina. 

Fort William entrepreneur’s heart is in Lochaber 
A FORMER police officer from Fort William 
who gave up a promising career to start her 
own business in Inverness says her heart firm-
ly remains in Lochaber.

Lisa Lugton launched soft-play and bistro 
Frankie and Lola’s with her husband Jason af-
ter she realised there was a gap in the market.

Lisa, who left Fort William at the age of 17 
to join the police and later moved to Inverness 
where she then settled, said that it wasn’t until 
after having her youngest daughter Gabby that 
she realised there was not a huge amount to do 
with babies or young children in the area, and 
so the idea of Frankie and Lola’s was born.

The business, which has been ranked as a 
five-star Visit Scotland attraction and winner 
of several business awards, now employs more 
than 20 staff and is going from strength to 
strength with major plans to expand and devel-
op the current set-up to keep up with demand.

The former Lochaber High School pupil 
said: ‘Lochaber is a stunning place. It’s really 
beautiful and the view from the West End 
down Loch Linnhe is breathtaking. Although 
I have been away for several years now, my 
accent has never left me and I’m very proud to 
say where I am from.’

Lisa’s 
parents ran 
the West End 
Hotel in Fort 
William, but 
she initially 
opted for 
a career in 
the police 
force before 
venturing 
into hospi-
tality with 
husband 
Jason.

The MSP for Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch with the winning 
card designed by Dunvegan Primary pupil Lola Bold.

Calum Macdonald from PST hands over a cheque to Bert Frater 
from Cairdean Og Allt nan Gall.

Santa makes 
a splash 
at RNLI 
festivities
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Naughty guests beware at 
boutique hotel with quirk
A FORMER Fort William po-
lice station is to be transformed 
into a hotel with a difference. 

The old police station in the 
west end of the town will soon 
become a 35-bedroom boutique 
hotel thanks to Fabulously 
Scottish Hotels and Di Maggio’s 
restaurant group.

The pair submitted plans, 
which include a ground-floor 
kitchen and 26-seat restaurant, 
at the start of 2016. 

However, the hotel’s main 
quirk is arguably that the 
applicants plan to keep the six 
existing police cells. 

Subject to a few conditions, 
permission was granted in No-
vember and now signs restricting 
access to the former car park 
have been erected, suggesting 
the project may soon be under 
way. 

No major renovations are 
planned to the building itself, 
but the exterior is to get a facelift 

The former police station 
which is to be turned in to a 

35 ensuite bedroom boutique 
hotel. 

Photograph: Anthony Macmillan Photography. 
William’s 
special gift
CARE home dog William’s 
Christmas wish of a new hip 
has come true after the com-
munity raised £8,000, writes 
Ellie Forbes.

The Invernevis care home 
dog, who is in desperate need 
of two new hips, has finally 
got an operation date.

Staff and friends of the care 
home have been fundraising 
for months to give the pooch 
a new lease of life.

More than £8,000 has been 
donated for William through 
his JustGiving page and var-
ious community fundraisers.

William’s primary carer 
Lucille Brooks took part in 
Sober October, raising more 
than £1,000, while a race 
night for the dog brought in 
around £1,500.

William was a street dog 
in Cyprus before being 
rescued by Grant and Claire 
Buchanan who then gave 
William to Invernevis. 

The couple, from Keith, 
have also raised more than 
£1,200 towards William’s 
operation.

Lucille told The Oban Times: 
‘All the fundraising has been 
really fantastic. We want 
to thank everyone in Fort 
William who has donated, 
especially his sponsors Crown 
Vets and Happi Dogs.’

William will travel to Fife 
on February 23 2017 to get 
his operation, which will cost 
around £4,500.

AN AMBITIOUS organisation has 
succeeded in the race against time to 
save a ‘spectacular ancient’ pine forest 
near Spean Bridge.

Arkaig Community Forest (ACF), 
working with the Woodland Trust, has 
finally bought Loch Arkaig pine forest 
from Forest Enterprise Scotland. 

The 2,500 acre site, which was the 
location for a sequence in Harry Potter 
and the Deathly Hallows, where Harry, 
Hermione and Ron cling to a dragon as 
it flies above the forest before jumping 
off into the loch below, was bought un-

der the National Forest Land Scheme 
which gives community organisations 
first refusal to buy land where this will 
provide increased public benefit.  

The sale had to be concluded this 
winter or the forest could have gone 
on the open market. To avoid this, 
the trust and ACF teamed up and 
launched an appeal to raise £500,000 
to buy the land and a further £4million 
for restoration.

Gary Servant of ACF said: ‘This is 
a great moment. The land has been 
bought and we have a fantastic oppor-

tunity to work together to restore these 
native woodlands and to reconnect 
local people with their forests. Every-
one is very excited and we give heartfelt 
thanks to all who have supported us 
and have contributed to the appeal.’

The partnership shared the dual aim 
of restoring the forest and stimulating 
sustainable economic activity around 
it. To achieve this, ACF hopes to raise 
a total of £4.5m, £2.9 million of which 
has been raised so far thanks to a large 
donation from the People’s Postcode 
Lottery. Clara Govier, from People’s 

Postcode Lottery said: ‘Our players 
like to support initiatives for a better 
future, so nurturing trees and wood-
lands as an investment for the next 
generation is perfect. We are delighted 
our players are able to back the exciting 
partnership of conservationists and 
community at Loch Arkaig.’

The forest is home to wild boar, sea 
eagles, golden eagles, ospreys, pine 
martens and deer, amongst many other 
species. 

The Woodland Trust’s Scotland di-
rector Carol Evans said: ‘We are going 

to consult widely on our detailed plans 
for the wood. 

‘We want to see this special place es-
tablished as a benchmark for the joint 
regeneration of both its native forest 
and local community.’

Simon Hodge, from Forest Enter-
prise Scotland, said: ‘This was one of 
the last applications to the National 
Forest Land Scheme. 

‘It has been great to see the way ACF 
and Woodland Trust Scotland have 
worked in partnership to achieve their 
joint aims.

Partnership celebrates deal to save ‘Harry Potter’ forest

MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

William will get his hip op. 
Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

TIMESLINE

Motorists warned 
of A82 disruption

Campaign nets 
drink drivers

Touring opera 
to visit Strontian

WORKS at Primrose Bay (Alt 
Sigh) on the A82 will resume 
on Thursday January 5 after a 
two-week shut down.

SCOTTISH Opera is visiting 
Strontian as part of its tour 
of remote and rural areas.

Opera Highlights will be 
staged in the Sunart Centre 
on Saturday March 18 at 
7.30pm.

The opera company will 
perform 15 shows between 
Tuesday February 14 and 
Saturday March 18.

TWENTY-THREE drink drivers  
were caught by police in the 
Highlands and islands be-
tween December 2 and 19.

Police urge people to 
remember the dangers and 
consequences of drink and 
drug driving.

and more of a focal point will be 
made of the entrance. Parking, 
as is usual in Fort William, was 
raised as a concern during the 

application process but it was 
recommended that West End 
and other car parks near the 
town could be used by potential 

guests who may also be encour-
aged to use rail and bus links.  

Councillor Thomas MacLen-
nan told The Oban Times the 

reaction to the application was 
largely positive. 

He said: ‘This has been a 
stellar year for tourism and for 
the area. 

‘So if people who want to come 
to the area have more choice of 
where to sleep and eat then I’m 
delighted and if it’s something a 
bit different, then even better.’

The report concluded that the 
change of use should contribute 
to the vitality and vibrancy 
of the town centre, which Mr 
MacLennan said he agreed with. 

He added: ‘People are also 
happy the site is going to be 
tidied up. 

‘The area has had a bit of a 
habit of leaving buildings idle 
and sites in disrepair so this 
is definitely a step in the right 
direction.’
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Farewell to the deer
‘MY HEART’S in the Highlands, my heart is not 
here, my heart’s in the Highlands, a-chasing the deer; 
chasing the wild-deer, and following the roe, my 
heart’s in the Highlands, wherever I go.  Farewell to 
the mountains, high-cover’d with snow, farewell to the 
straths and green valleys below; farewell to the forests 
and wild-hanging woods, farewell to the torrents and 
loud-pouring floods.’  

Robert Burns, who wrote this well-known song in 
1789, was evidently a prophet as well as a bard. The 
straths and green valleys have largely gone, blanketed 
with trees and festooned with electricity pylons; the 
torrents and loud-pouring floods are being held back 
by unsightly hydro schemes. 

Worst of all, red deer as we know them to-
day, face certain extinction in the wild if the 
latest ideological twaddle called ‘re-wilding’ - 
posh word for Living Landscape - dreamed up by 
distant urban land reformers have their way. Why 
set about destroying one species, which has brought 
food, wealth and employment to these islands for over 
10,000 years, to replace it with others without good 
reason?

By popular request, by way of a tribute, here are 
some old verses, sayings, stories and songs about the 
deer written at a time when they and their surround-
ings were respected and before they themselves were 
hunted like vermin.

‘You take me back to the hills of laughter, the hills 
that hunters love, the sudden rain and the sunshine 
after, the cloud and the blue above’ –  Fugaces labunter 
Anni, the fleeting years glide by (Punch Magazine 
n.d.).

‘I never once went to the hills but the deer didn’t 
send me to university’ - (an old stalker, anon).

‘Said a lady to a stalker as they were nearing the 
spying point, ‘Look, Donald, surely that’s a beast!’ 

‘The stalker solemnly regarded the object indicated 
and observed, ‘It is a stane, your leddyship.’ 

‘She, however, continued to assert that she was 
sure it was a stag, going so far as to remark she had 
seen it move. ‘It is a stane,’ responded the stalker. 
‘Wait, Donald; I’m sure I saw it move. I’ll have a look 
through the glass,’ which she proceeded to do. ‘Yes, 
you’re quite right Donald; it is a stone,’ she said, being 
at last convinced. ‘Aye!’ said her companion dryly, ‘I 
kenned fine it was a stane,’ finishing with the crush-
ing remark, ‘It is the same stane you was thinking 
was a deer in 1922 and in 1921 and in 1920!’ (Frank 
Wallace, 1881-1962).

‘Whenever I miss I feel like a funeral procession, of 
which I am the corpse, and the forester, ghillie and 
ponyman the pall-bearers, and each will be glad to be 
rid of me before then can again enjoy themselves’ – 
(Augustus Grimble, 1840-).

‘Late September in the Highlands can be enchanting. 
The short-lived vivid green of July, superseded by the 
imperial purples of August heather, has given place 
to the almost unreal orange-tawny hue of the fading 
deer-grass. 

‘The lower hills are ablaze with more varied colours, 
with the russet of dead bracken a rich backcloth. It is 
against these varied backgrounds, their freshness and 
open-airness, their glimpse of wild life and their vistas 
of mountain and loch unequalled throughout Britain, 
that deer stalking takes place in the Highlands, in 
which the surroundings far transcend the moment of 
the kill when a stag, so glorious in life, seems to have 
inexplicably shrunk to mediocrity in death, a part of 
the wild hills gone forever’ – Lea MacNally, (1926-
1993).

‘It was pure joy watching the main group [of deer] 
crossing above me, daintily picking their way along the 
little narrow paths which traverse the Creach Bheinn 
screes, stopping frequently to look back over their 
shoulders in the direction of the shepherds and their 
noisy dogs. 

‘The yeld hinds among them were some of the finest 
deer I have ever seen, their coats looked like silk, 
gleaming in the sun, their haunches ‘rippling’ as they 
moved in unison. 

‘Perhaps it was a sight such as this which inspired 
Duncan Ban MacIntyre, the famous 18th-century 
Gaelic bard of Loch Etiveside, to compose a song 
about the deer called Crodh Chailein, Colin’s cattle.’

‘Leaving some of my kit on the knoll, I went up to 
him. He was lying with his head upside down on a 
large flat stone straddling a rivulet. Blood trickled 
from his mouth, colouring the burn below. 

‘The water rose higher up among sphagnum mosses 
and butterworts of various shades of red and green 
and was icy cold. There was a massive square boulder 
above and a tumble of rocks on either side. It seemed 
a perfect  last resting place for such a magnificent wild 
hill stag.

‘Although reluctant to disturb the scene, I bled and 
gralloched him, turning the burn even redder and, 
after savouring the surroundings, which I will never 
forget, I dragged his carcass down the hill leaving 
his ‘spirit’ to the wind and the mist among the screes 
and the scaurs of Fuar Bheinn’ – (extract from Iain 
Thornber’s Kingairloch Stalking diary, 1995).

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

Youngsters put on a show
Banavie Primary School pupils performed The Grinch for their Christmas Show. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Young pupils of St Columba’s Primary School, Fort William, on stage 
during their production of Baubles. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Children from Glencoe primary take part in the school’s 
nativity Holy Joe.

Raasay Primary School pupils on stage during their 
Christmas show.

A scene from Raasay Primary School’s adaptation of the 
Russian folk tale Babushka.

Banavie’s Cameron MacLeod, Eva MacKinnon and Kyle 
MacDonald were Grinches. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Calum Mews and Murdo Shaw in Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig 
Loch Abar’s Cinderella. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Duror Primary School pupils perform their nativity 
production Stargazers.

Charleigh Adams, Rainers Graubergs, Angus Thomson and Ewan Gibb 
from Lundavra Primary School. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Children from Ballachulish Primary School took to the stage for their 
annual Christmas show. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Michael MacInnes and Holly Baldwin, left, in Kinlochleven High 
School’s production of A MidWinter’s Night Dream and Thomas Price.

Shauna MacRae and Ruby Weir from the 
Gaelic primary school.

Cèilidh na Bliadhn’ Ùire 2016 | New Year’s Eve Cèilidh 
Oidhche Challainn, 11.30f | New Year’s Eve, 11.30pm

Cuiridh Cathy NicDhòmhnaill agus Tony Kearney fàilte air 2017 còmhla ri luchd-tadhail 
na cèilidh, agus cuid den luchd-ciùil thraidiseanta às cliùitich a chì àrd-ùrlair. Nam measg 

bidh Fiona Cheanadach, Rona Lightfoot, Sìneag Nic an t-Saoir, Julie Fowlis, Éamonn Doorley, 
Donnchadh Siosal, Calum Stiùbhart agus Tony Byrne.

Hogmanay comes to BBC ALBA as we welcome in 2017 at the iconic Stirling Castle. 
Cathy MacDonald and Tony Kearney host the ceilidh with some of Scotland’s best-loved 

singers and musicians including Fiona Kennedy, Rona Lightfoot, Sìneag MacIntyre,  
Julie Fowlis, Éamonn Doorley, Duncan Chisholm, Calum Stewart and Tony Byrne. 

Cò Ach – Cathy Ann?
Oidhche Challainn, 10f 
New Year’s Eve, 10pm

Sealladh air beatha-obrach 
Cathy Ann Nic a’ Phì ann an cuideachd  

Mhàiri Anna NicUalraig. 

Cathy Ann MacPhee shares some of  
her favourite things, singers and 
career highlights in the company 

of Mary Anne Kennedy.

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.

bbc.co.uk/alba  |  bbc.co.uk/iplayer

A’ cur ’s a’ Buain  
Sowing and Reaping 

Ri thighinn air BBC ALBA … Coming up on BBC ALBA …

Gladys
Oidhche Challainn, 9f 
New Year’s Eve, 9pm

Sgeulachd àraid aig Gladys NicIain 
agus i a’ lorg a freumhaichean Èirinneach. 

Tha Cathy NicDhòmhnaill a’ dol ann an 
cuideachd Gladys gus an turas seo  

a choileanadh. 

Cathy Macdonald takes Gladys Johnston from 
Acharacle on a remarkable personal journey  

of discovery. A story which has been filed away 
in a drawer for nearly thirty years…until now.

Taigh Thorcuill – Pàrtaidhean | Parties
Oidhche Challainn, 10.40f | New Year’s Eve, 10.40pm

’S ann an tòir air a’ phàrtaidh as fheàrr a tha Torcuill MacLaomainn 
agus a charaidean an t-seachdain seo.

It’s all about the perfect party on Torcuill’s show this week when guests 
include Mod legend Christine Primrose, Trail West and Atomic Piseag. 
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MONICA GIBSON
mgibson@obantimes.co.uk

View from the Chamber

THE OUTDOOR Capital of 
the UK is proud to support 
Fort William Mountain Festi-
val 2017 in collaboration with 
presenting partner Jottnar and 
sponsors Three Wise Monkeys 
Climbing and Nevis Landscape 
Partnership.

One of the highlights will be 
an evening with mountaineer-
ing legend Sir Chris Bonington 
on Saturday February 18.

Sir Chris tells the extraordi-
nary and personal story of a 
lifetime journey of discovery, 
pushing the limits from his 
discovery of climbing at the age 
of 16 through to repeating his 
epic first ascent of the Old Man 
of Hoy to celebrate reaching 
the age of 80. 

In between are thrilling 
accounts of his first British 
ascent of the North Wall of the 
Eiger, Annapurna’s south face, 
Everest’s south-west face, his 
epic first ascent of the Ogre 
with Doug Scott, one of the 
great survival stories of all 
time, and in more recent years 
sailing with Robin Knox-John-
ston to climb an unconquered 
peak. 

At the same time he introduc-
es some of the great characters 
of the past 60 years – Hamish 
MacInnes, Tom Patey, Don 
Whillans, Dougal Haston, 
Doug Scott, Peter Boardman, 
Joe Tasker and many others. 

His spell-binding narrative is 
illustrated with superb pictures 
and video clips from many of 
his climbs all makes for a very 
special evening.

To find out more, visit www.
mountainfestival.co.uk. Sir Chris Bonington will deliver a spell-binding address.

Schools rally to foodbank’s 
novel Christmas initiative

SCHOOLS from across Lochaber have been con-
tributing to a foodbank this Christmas as part of a 
reverse advent calendar.

Pupils from schools in Acharacle to Mallaig have 
been donating food each day into an advent calen-
dar, instead of taking something out.

The initiative has seen around 160 meals contrib-
uted from each school to the Lochaber foodbank.

Manager of the food bank in Fort William Alex 
McConachie said: ‘This has been a tremendous 
effort from the schools. The response has been 
fantastic.

‘This is the first year we have done this and with 
roughly 160 meals coming in from each school, we 
have collected more meals this month than we did 
all of last year.’

Alex said this was particularly important as the 
foodbank is getting busier all the time.

He said he had seen about 85 people in December 
so far. Primary six Lundavra school pupils met 
Alex last Wednesday (December 21) to hand over 
the supplies and food they have been collecting and 
Inverlochy went the next day. 

Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

A SCHOOL in Lochaber has 
been recognised for its use of 
technology in the classroom.

Lundavra Primary School in 
Fort William has become the 
first school in Highland and one 
of the first schools in Scotland 
to receive the ‘digital schools 
award’ (DSA). 

Recognised by Education 
Scotland, DSA is a new national 
awards programme which pro-
motes and encourages the use 
of digital technology in primary 
schools.

Tech-savvy school wins top award

Children from primaries � ve, six and seven at Lundavra Primary 
School with their Chrome Books. Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

AN ARDGOUR primary 
school pupil won Lochaber 
Housing Association’s design 
a Christmas card competition.

Ellen Munro and 23 class 
mates visited Printsmith in 
Fort William to see Ellen’s 
winning design turned into the 
association’s 2016 card.

Primary schools throughout 
Lochaber entered the compe-
tition, which has been running 
since 2006. 

An association spokesman 
said the standard of entries 
‘remains high with staff facing 
a difficult decision to find only 
one winner’.

The children and their teach-
er visited the housing group’s 
offices for juice and cakes with 
staff members Aileen Duncan 
and Alistair Kennedy taking 

the children on a tour of the 
offices.

An association spokesman 
said: ‘We would like to thank 
our good friends at Printsmith 
for their contribution.’

A selection of runner-up 
entries are featured on the 
association’s website www.
lochaberhousing.org.uk.

 

Ellen Munro from Ardgour 
receives her gift from 

Aileen Duncan, corporate 
services assistant, and Alistair 
Kennedy, asset management 

manager, of LHA. 
Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Ellen has designs 
on card contest

FORT William and Glencoe have come out on 
top for self-catering holidays and mini-breaks in 
Scotland.

The Highlands dominated the list of best Scottish 
getaways, compiled by lettings company Cottages 
and Castles.

Skye, Arran, Inverness and the Cairngorms Na-
tional Park were also popular.

Sue Bourne, manager of Cottages and Castles, 
said: ‘Destinations including the Highlands and the 
west coast have enjoyed a surge in popularity this 
year where a large group of family or friends can 
enjoy their own private house located in spectacu-
lar scenic locations.’

The Old Croft in Roy Bridge and Hamara Lodge, 
in Glendale, Skye, are just some of the properties 
being rented in the most popular areas in Scotland.

Nick Thomson, head teacher at 
Lundavra Primary School which 
opened in 2015, said he was 
delighted with the award.  

He added: ‘From the begin-
ning of the new school, the 
vision for the use of new digital 
technologies and creating the 
right infrastructure was at the 
forefront of our planning. 

‘We worked closely with the 
Highland ICT in Learning team 
to develop our ideas on how 
technology can support high 
quality teaching and learning in 
the classroom and at home.’

Mr Thomson told The Oban 
Times that every pupil in P5, P6 
and P7 has a Chrome Book that 
they can use.  

He explained: ‘It’s not about 
getting rid of the pen and paper, 
but it develops the way we ap-
proach teaching a subject.  

‘For example,  we have been 
discussing food banks so right 
away students can research 
where food banks are and who 
uses them and then create charts 
based on their findings.  

‘The students also decided to 
make a reverse advent calendar 
so the computers were used to 
create a spread sheet of which 
child is to bring what item of 
food and when, meanwhile an-
other group created a question-
naire to gauge public opinion on 
foodbanks.’  

Mr Thomson added: ‘We don’t 

know what jobs in the future will 
be when our pupils enter the 
workforce. 

‘They probably don’t even exist 
yet, but we do know they will 
need digital skills.  

‘Even in nursery and primary 
one we are encouraging online 
safety and the importance of 
passwords so that children are 
prepared and can benefit as 
technology improves but in a 
secure way.’

The awards programme was 
officially unveiled at the Scottish 
Learning Festival at the SECC 
in Glasgow in September with 
the aim of having 400 primaries 
sign up in the first year. 

Lundavra will be invited to a 

special ceremony early next year 
to receive their award.  

Drew Millar, from the 
Highland Council’s education, 
children and adult services com-
mittee, said: ‘Congratulations to 
Lundavra primary. 

‘It is fantastic to see its 
ground-breaking work getting 
recognised.’

Bill Alexander from the 
Highland Council added: ‘This 
tremendous award is great trib-
ute to a forward-looking school, 
its innovative head teacher, staff 
and pupils.  

‘They are leading the way in 
Scotland with their support for 
learning and teaching through 
the use of technology.’

Highlands best for 
self-catering breaks 
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Why choose a New Year's break on the west coast of Scotland? 
No other nation in the world celebrates with quite as much 

revelry and passion as Scotland does, and there are many brilliant 
celebrations from which to choose. 

Hogmanay, what we Scots call New Year's Eve, has origins that reach 
back to the celebration of the winter solstice among the Vikings with 
wild parties at this time of year. Argyll and The Isles and Lochaber's 

pubs, bars and hotels will offer a range of music and entertainment over 
Hogmanay. Some will be traditional with a good old fashioned Céilidh, 
while others will feature local music from folk to rock. Most town centre 
pubs will have a late licence to 3am, (but please note some operate a late 

night curfew with no admissions after midnight.)

But whatever the scale of the event and wherever it's held, Argyll and 
Lochaber celebrations guarantee a warm welcome and more new 
friends than you ever knew you had, all in a frenzy of goodwill!

NEW
Y EA R
C E L E BR AT IONS

2016

SUMMIT GOOD
THIS HOGMANAY

TIMESLINE

Couple arrested 
on drugs charges

Waste collections 
remain the same

Teenager held over 
alleged assault

Man injured in 
attack by dog

A MAN and a woman, both aged 
52, were arrested and charged 
with being concerned in the 
supply of a controlled drug at a 
house in Oban on Christmas Eve 
following a police operation.

Both were due to appear at 
Oban Sheri�  Court on Wednes-
day.

A 19-YEAR-OLD man was 
arrested in the early hours of 
Christmas Eve following an 
alleged assault at licensed 
premises in Oban.  He was due 
to appear at Oban Sheri�  Court 
yesterday (Wednesday).

BIN COLLECTION days will re-
main the same over the new year 
period.

The civic amenity site at 
Moleigh, Oban, will be closed on 
January 1 and 2 but will be open 
from 10am to 2pm on Tuesday 
January 3. The Glengorm civic 
amenity site on Mull, the Gott 
Bay site on Tiree and the Cliad 
facility on Coll will also be closed 
on January 1 and 2.

POLICE are appealing for wit-
nesses following an incident 
at 10am on Christmas Day near 
Ganavan playing � elds, Oban, 
when a 72-year-old man was 
attacked by a dog and sus-
tained a leg injury. Witnesses 
are asked to call 101.

A baby boy due on January 1 arrived on Christmas Day, much to the surprise of his delighted 
parents Charlotte McManus and David Campbell of Taynuilt. David, 30, and mum Charlotte, 29, 
drove back home from Glasgow late on Christmas Eve thinking ‘nothing was going to happen’, 

Charlotte said, ‘then boom!’ Charlotte went into labour at 3am on Christmas Day and it was 
‘blue lights all the way’ in an ambulance to the Royal Alexandra Hospital in Paisley. Happily, 

Tommy Noel Campbell was delivered safe and well at 11.33am, weighing 7lbs 4oz, and the three 
returned to Taynuilt and Tommy’s brother Evan by 9pm on Christmas Day. 

The perfect Christmas present

Festive chaos as storms 
blast Argyll and the Isles
STORMS named Barbara and 
Conor wreaked havoc in Oban 
and the surrounding areas over 
the festive period. 

Wind speeds of more than 
80mph and lightning strikes 
caused power cuts, loss of mo-
bile phone signal and ferries to 
be cancelled.

On Christmas Day, people 
were unable to contact loved 
ones or get through to call a 
taxi. 

‘It was just a disaster,’ said 
Murray Young of Oban Taxis. 
‘What I do is if I want a break, 
I shove them [telephone calls] 
through to the mobile, but that 
was out.’

Murray went to his daughter’s 
house on Christmas Day to 
spend time with his family. 
As he was out of the office, he 
arranged for calls to go through 
to a mobile phone. However, 
because of the loss of signal, he 
had to go back to the office. 

‘I had to come back out and 
work the landlines,’ he said. ‘It 
was just terrible. And the likes 
of Sunday night, I had to man 
the office all night because I 
couldn’t put it through to the 
mobile. It’s a hassle.’ 

Signal returned to the Oban 
area on Boxing Day afternoon. 

Ferry services also improved 
on Boxing Day, CalMac report-
ed, as sailings began to resume 
after a ‘very difficult weekend of 
festive weather’. However, many 
of the operator’s routes were 
still cancelled, including ferries 
from Oban, Uist and Barra.

‘Thankfully, conditions do 
appear to be improving and we 
are continuously monitoring 

each route,’ said CalMac’s op-
erations director Drew Collier.
‘There is no doubt this has been 
a difficult weekend for our com-
munities, customers, crews and 
port staff and we can hopefully 
look forward to a period of in-
creased certainty for travellers. 

‘I remain appreciative of the 
support and forbearance we 
have experienced in light of 
these conditions, which are out 
of our control but, nonetheless, 
frustrating.’

Islands in the north of Scot-

land were badly affected by the 
storms with tens of thousands of 
homes losing power.

Scottish and Southern Elec-
tricity Networks (SSEN) said 
engineers restored power to 
more than 21,000 homes on 
Tuesday morning. 

The Western Isles were 
the worst affected area, with 
lightning strikes causing 13,000 
customers on Lewis and Harris 
to lose electricity.

Dale Cargill, director of 
customer operations for SSEN, 
said: ‘Our network has stood 
up well to the conditions but we 
won’t be complacent and remain 
prepared to respond quickly to 
disruption to supplies when it is 
safe to do so. 

‘The safety of our customers 

and engineers will remain 
a priority as we continue to 
respond to the impacts of Storm 
Barbara, particularly given 
the presence of lightning and 
continuing poor weather.

‘We are acutely aware of the 
time of year and the increasing 
concern this brings and reassure 
our customers we will be doing 
all we can to keep disruption to a 
minimum. 

‘Any customers who do suffer 
a loss of power can contact us on 
the national power-cut helpline – 
105 – where they can also advise 
if they require extra support from 
our priority service.’

Humza Yousaf, minister for 
transport and the islands, said: 
‘The weather continues to 
present difficulties with Storm 
Conor passing over Scotland 
during Boxing Day.

‘At this time of year, many 
people will be travelling to 
spend time with friends and 
families so we would remind 
the public to check before they 
travel and delay their journey if 
necessary. 

‘Safety must be paramount and 
should always take priority. 

‘This is particularly the case 
in the north of Scotland and the 
islands.

‘The new microsite on the 
TrafficScotland website covers all 
modes of transport and I would 
urge people to check this and in-
formation from other providers. 

‘Many travel companies and op-
erators have also been proactive 
in terms of speaking to customers 
via phone, email, text and social 
media. 

‘This has been a crucial part 
of this year’s mainly successful 
contingency planning so far.’

DAVID MCPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

This has been 
a di�  cult 
weekend

Drew Collier
CalMac operations director



Page 26
FW

Sport

Ten pin bowling

Clachnacuddin                                2
Fort William                      2
Highland League

Football

Athletics

Former Clach Player Scott Davidson celebrates with Iain
MacLennan after scoring against his former team. Fort William’s Farquhar Macrae, left, in a race for the ball with Clach’s Ian Penwight. Photos: Donald Cameron.

FINISHING up for the festive season in style, 
Fort William’s ten pin bowlers held a Christmas 
fun night at the Nevis Centre.

Bowlers were split into pairs by a random draw 
and played two games.

 The first game was won by Jim Bell (scratch 
game 166) and Ben Weller (scratch game 162) 
giving them the highest handicap total of 432. 

Lights out
Pam Weller won the prize for the top scratch 

game with 196. The second game was played with 
the lights out - somewhat of a challenge for some 

FORT William moved off the 
bottom of the Highland League 
last week when they produced 
another battling performance 
against Clachnacuddin football 
club in Inverness.

LOCHABER athletics club 
held it’s boxing day race on 
Monday with the Cruim Leac-
cain Hill Race.

Finlay Wild, of LAC, was the 
first man finished in just 46 
minutes and 18 seconds.

In 19th place, but first female 
home, was Lisette Walter, in just 
over an hour.

Andrew Macrae, from the 
Inverness Harriers, crossed the 
line in 50:24 to make him the 
first male vet 40 home.

TEAMS formed up on boxing day this year for the traditional 
President’s v Harlequin rugby match.

The players, drawn from the junior and senior sections of Loch-
aber Rugby Club, took to the field at Banavie and played through 
wind rain and sleat. Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

KIDS and adults were left 
exhilarated and buzzed up for 
Christmas last Thursday follow-
ing the Lochaber Santa ‘n’ Elves 
fun run.  

The race saw senior Santas 
take part in a 5k run around 
Fort William with the juniors 
doing a shorter loop.

The event ended with mince 
pies and hot drinks in the Alex-

Point at Clach moves Fort off the
foot of the table

Last Friday night (December 
23) the Fort went behind as ex 
Fort William youth player, Dan-
iel MacLennan, gave the home 
side the lead midway through 
the first half.

The score remained 1-0 to 
the Clach until the 70th minute 
when there was an amazing 
five minutes of accident and 
incident.

It began with referee Billy 
Baxter awarding the home side 
a soft penalty.

But Fort keeper, Dougie 
MacLennan, continued where 
he had left off against Fort-
martine the previous week to 
produce a magnificent save to 
make sure the score stayed 1-0.

The Fort then responded with 
two gaols in quick succession.

First Sean Ellis scored his 
third gaol in three games be-
fore Fort’s top scorer, Scottie 
Davidson scored his 13h of the 
season to give the away side the 
lead.

But just when it looked like 
the point were heading back 
down the Great Glen, Blair 
Lawrie struck late on to make 
the final score Clachnacuddin 
2 Fort William 2.

The results saw the Fort move 
off the bottom of the table and 
above Strathspey Thistle who 
just happen to be the visitors 
to Claggan Park tomorrow 
(Friday December 30), with an 
8.30pm kick off.

Santa ‘n’ Elves fun run

andra Hotel, where Santa Claus 
visited the children and handed 
out gifts.

Pictured is runners of Loch-
aber Athletic Club senior and 
juniors who took part in the 
clubs first Santa Run, braving 
the cold wet night.

The senior runners

The junior Lochaber Athletic Club runners line up for the fun run.

British Legion Fort William team got dressed up for the occasion.

Bowlers hold festive fun
night at the Nevis Centre

players – and was won by Gary Cowan (scratch 
game 176) and Tony Whitelocke (scratch game 
147) giving them a total handicap game of 404. 

Gary’s 176 also won the prize for the best scratch 
game in game two.

Bowler Tony Whitelocke said: ‘Thanks to John 
Weller for organising the evening and a special 
mention to the British Legion Fort William team 
who all turned up in fancy dress.’

Fun run

Cruim Leaccain Hill Race
Alan Smith from the Deeside 

runners was the first male vet 50 
to cross the line in 55:10

Michael Connolly from LAC 
was the first male vet 60 home 
in 01:05:50.

The first female vet 40 was 
Susan-Jane Ross of LAC in 
01:14:10, and Emma Pearce of 
LAC was the first female vet 50 
in 01:11:51.
Photo: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Boxing Day bash at Banavie

The two teams line up on Boxing Day.

The runners get into their stride.

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 29, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.43 3.9 11.56 1.3 17.56 3.9  **.**  *.*
Fri 00.18 1.2 06.19 4.0 12.34 1.2 18.29 3.9
Sat 00.52 1.1 06.52 4.0 13.11 1.2 19.00 3.8
Sun 01.24 1.1 07.25 3.9 13.46 1.3 19.32 3.7
Mon 01.56 1.2 07.59 3.8 14.22 1.3 20.07 3.6
Tues 02.31 1.2 08.37 3.7 15.01 1.4 20.47 3.5
Wed 03.12 1.3 09.21 3.6 15.50 1.5 21.33 3.3
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

21
11

10

Thursday Cloudy with light rain at times
 Winds strong southerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 11ºC.
Friday Light rain
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Sunny on Sunday
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 10ºC.


