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SEE INSIDE
for more Christmas 

messages from 
local  businesses

Oban’s festive illuminations light up the town with Christmas cheer. Photograph: Dennis Hardley Photography

DENTAL woes for NHS 
Highland in Oban are almost 
over as the town’s hospital is 
on the brink of letting out its 
centre of excellence, many 
years after the state-of-the-art 
facility was completed.

A few near tenancy misses 
saw the unit at Lorn and Is-
lands Hospital lying empty for 
more than four years waiting 
for a dental surgeon to be 
found.

But dental patients are now 
able to pre-register to join the 
practice, with appointments 
likely to be available from the 
beginning of February.

It is understood that a city 

clinician who is an advanced 
dental practitioner will take up 
residence at the Oban Dental 
Access Centre in January.

By law the practice will pre-
dominately be a NHS practice 
for more than 70 per cent of 
work that goes on in the clinic. 

It is understood that the 
dental surgeon already runs 
clinics in both Edinburgh and 
Glasgow.  

A spokesman for NHS High-
land said: ‘We are continuing 
to work towards providing a 
full complement of dental 
services from the Oban Den-
tal Access Centre and we will 
inform the public of any con-
crete developments as soon as 
they happen.’

New dentist set for Oban NHS

THE SCOTTISH Civic Trust is 
calling for nominations from 
community groups around 
Scotland for new buildings, 
restoration projects, landscape 
designs and other place-mak-
ing projects for the annual My 
Place awards, including the My 
Place Civic Champion.

The awards, supported by 
the Scottish Government, are 
a national celebration of good 
local design and conservation 
projects and of people who 
make a signifi cant contribution 
to the civic movement.  

Examples of past entries and 
winners as well as full details 
on how to make a free nomi-
nation can be found at www.
myplaceawards.org.uk

TRADE union UNISON has called 
on councils and the Scottish 
Government to do more to 
protect school librarians. 

The union said in a statement 
on Monday that councils are 
seeing school library services 
as a ‘soft target’ to meet budget 
cuts. It has made a submission 
in support of school libraries to 
the Scottish Parliament Public 
Petitions Committee.

Argyll and Bute Council pro-
poses axing 30 full-time equiva-
lent school librarians as part of 
its service choices over the next 
three years to save £829,000.

PLANNING permission 
to build a forest track in 
Kilchrenan, near Taynuilt, has 
been submitted to Argyll and 
Bute Council. 

The track, which will be 
around a kilometre long, will 
begin around 500 metres south 
west of Balliemore House, on 
the Barbeck Estate. 

Celebrating the 
built environment

TENS OF thousands of ‘hover-
boards’ have been seized at UK 
entry points by National Trading 
Standards in recent weeks.

Out of the 17,000 self-balancing 
scooters that were examined, 
more than 15,000 were seized 
due to safety issues with cabling, 
chargers and batteries, as well as 
with cut-off switches meant to 
prevent the devices overheating.

The Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service (SFRS) Assistant Chief 
Officer Lewis Ramsay said: 
‘Many of these devices will have 
been bought as Christmas gifts 
and people may be tempted to 
think the safety issues won’t re-
sult in a fire happening to them.’

If a fire involving an appliance 
does break out people should 
switch off the main electrical 
supply if it is safe to do so and im-
mediately get out of the property. 
Use a mobile phone to dial 999. 

Hoverboard 
safety 
warning

Call to protect 
school librarians

Planning 
application

Peggy’s legacy is making a difference

THE LEGACY of a ‘good 
woman’ from Oban will see 
babies in a poor region of West 
Africa born in a birthing room 
named after her.

Food and cash raised by the 
recently deceased Peggy Mac-
Cuish and her daughter Mary, 
who raised funds for the Jarrol 
Community Clinic in Gambia, 
have already helped a family with 
triplets who could not feed their 
children.

Peggy’s final donation of food 
and medicines arrived at the 
clinic in time for Christmas. 

Tesco worker Peggy died after 
an illness in November, aged 68, 
but not before she had already 
started fundraising to help in the 
coming year.

Peggy’s fundraising will benefit 
people from the war-torn and 
poverty-stricken country who 

cannot afford to pay for medicine 
or medical treatment.

Until the support from Argyll   
started arriving, the clinic could 
only offer the very basic medical 
help to a very limited number of 
people.

Fiona Nelson, a Scottish charity 
worker got involved in the Jarrol 

charity three years ago while 
volunteering in the country. 

She explained: ‘I popped into 
this clinic and was totally ap-
palled at the lack of resources. It 
had been run by a charity which 
had sadly withdrawn. The gov-
ernment supplied a nurse and 
very basic medications but it was 

very inadequate. They did not 
even have paracetamol. Women 
had to travel 20 kilometres or 
more to give birth – none had 
transport. So I made it a personal 
mission to help the clinic.

‘Our birthing room is now go-
ing to be called ‘Peggy’s Babies’ 
in memory of Peggy MacCuish.’ 

Fiona continued: ‘My vision was 
a five-year plan to get the clinic to 
a decent working state. The pro-
ject has just this week signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Government of Gambia 
which means the clinic will be 
run by the community with our 
support. We are in the process 
of registering as a charity both 
in Gambia and Scotland.

‘Not only are we helping the 
clinic, we also help individuals in 
this poor and remote area who 
also need a helping hand. 

‘With the help of Campbeltown 
Grammar School, we have rebuilt 
their waiting room area and we 

are slowly making progress. 
‘Many people in Argyll have 

supported the project with 
donations in kind, money, time 
volunteering with us in Gambia, 
and general support. Mary and 
her mother Peggy were just such 
folk. Good women gathering 
donations, from medications to 
toys. Baby food that Peggy do-
nated, which travelled out in my 
suitcase late October, was donat-
ed to triplets who were literally 
starving. Families have very little 
money and earnings are so low 
that finding milk and food for 
children is almost impossible.’

Fiona continued: ‘We would 
like to say a huge thank you to 
Peggy’s family for the donation 
from the funeral service. It will 
help with building work, purchas-
ing medications and also baby 
milk and weaning foods. 

‘Our current appeal is for peo-
ple to ‘Buy a Brick’ to help build 
our pharmacy and admin area. 

We are half way there with nearly 
500 bricks sold. 

‘At the moment we are col-
lecting tins of baby milk, baby 
products – soap, wash, talc etc. 
any types of children’s medi-
cations and multi vitamins for 
our pregnant mums, and always 
paracetamol and ibuprofen. 

‘We also accept any cash dona-
tions to help us buy medications 
and all staff wages are paid 
by people who make a regular 
monthly donation – £5-£20 a 
month goes a long way to help us 
pay the midwife, nurse, assistant 
nurse and a cleaner.’

Peggy’s daughter Mary, who 
works at Nories and Oban Bay 
Fish and Chip Shop, said: ‘My 
mum liked the charity because 
she was able to see what was 
happening on Facebook. The 
fact that the food, money and 
medicine made a difference that 
she could see was really impor-
tant to her.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Gambian community clinic names its birthing room after Oban mother and fundraiser

Mary and Peggy MacCuish’s donations have been a lifesaver.

Patients can now pre-register  
for a dental service at Oban 
Dental Access Centre, with a 
dental surgeon  due to move 
into the unit in the new year.

West Highland
Gas Ltd.

Put some                   in your life
LPG gas, cookers and heaters

ALSO
Wood briquettes, pellets, coal, 

peat logs & kindling

Deliveries direct 
to your door

ORDER NOW 
- CALL

01397 
701414

Unit 33, Ben Nevis Ind Est, 
Fort William, PH33 6PR

Torrangrom Industrial Estate, Oban
Tel: 01631 564050

www.argyllresources.co.uk
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ULVA Ferry Housing Project 
has received a substantial 
boost with the award of a 
£60,000 grant from the Quaker 
Housing Trust.  

The money is a welcome 
boost towards the cost of 
building two affordable houses 
for rent by Ulva Ferry and it is 
hoped work can start on site in 
the spring.  

The group is now working 
towards agreeing a price with 
a local contractor and the 
building warrant application 
has been submitted.

Once on site, the build period 
is a relatively short four to five 
months, at which point the pro-
ject will accept applications.  
The houses will be allocated 
fairly via a process approved by 
community members.  

The three-bedroom homes 
have been designed for family 
use and will be affordable to 
rent, around £450 per month, 
and also to heat – heating bills 
are estimated to be around 
£200 per year, per house, 
thanks to the low energy, 

highly insulated design, which 
keeps the houses warm and 
well ventilated without the 
need for central heating.

The group thanked Argyll 
and Bute Council for financial 
support, the Scottish Land 
Fund, the Trusthouse Foun-
dation, USCA, an anonymous 
benefactor, many individuals 
and the Quaker Housing Trust 
who have all generously donat-
ed to the project. 

Anyone interested in renting 
one of the houses, or would 
like to find out more about the 
housing project can contact 
Helen MacDonald on 01688 
500 056 or hmacdonald@mict.
co.uk.

IONA Primary School had an 
exciting visit to see history in 
the making by having a tour of 
the new houses being built by 
TSL Contractors Ltd on the 
island.

The company’s David 
Campbell even allowed the 
children to write messages to 
the future residents, who may 
eventually be their own great, 
great grandchildren!

SOUTH Islay Development has 
appointed a new local development 
officer following the departure of 
the previous incumbent Kirsten 
Laurie, who has taken off ‘down 
under’ to take up a new post in one 
of Tasmania’s distilleries.

The newly appointed Garry 
MacLean brings a wide range of 
experience to his island post. 

With a background in law, he held 
positions with the Scottish Law 
Commission and with the Univer-
sity of Edinburgh before moving to 
Malawi where, for close on three 
years,  he co-ordinated a develop-
ment programme financed by the 
Scottish Government.

On his return to Scotland he 
studied for his master’s degree at 
Glasgow University and was instru-
mental in setting up and running a 

number of voluntary initiatives. A 
frequent visitor to these shores over 
the past 20 years, he is now seeking 
funding for a number of projects 
and getting acquainted with current 
practices.

Kirsten is a hard act to follow as 
she made a major impact while 
development officer and helped to 
raise in excess of £1million for the 
local community.

Her involvement saw the purchase 
of the Port Ellen petrol station, in-
creasing the pontoon capacity at the 
local harbour and pulling out all the 
stops for the provision of the south 
Islay pathway project. She also laid 
the groundwork for a potential local 
playing fields development.

As well as being heavily involved in 
her community, Kirtsten was a solo 
singer of no mean ability  and her 
pleasing voice secured for her major 
prizes at both local and national 
Mòds.

We wish Kirsten bon voyage and 
welcome Garry on board.

THE Islay and Jura dog management 
team members have celebrated their 
10th anniversary and it was encour-
aging that this year’s novice class 
attracted record numbers which kept 
handlers and trainer Lynn Bonar 
exceptionally busy.

Attending the anniversary celebra-
tion was retired police dog handler 
George Cochrane who was the mov-
ing force behind the formation of the 
island club.

Over the past decade the group has 
also set up its own dog display team 
and this has proved hugely popular 
at local sports days and at the island 
agricultural show.

The management team deserves 
all the praises heaped on it as it 
continues to promote responsible dog 
ownership.

THE island will play a significant part 

in 2018 in the nationwide commemo-
ration of the First World War and 
will concentrate on two sea tragedies 
which left an indelible mark on the 
island community.

Specially marked will be the loss 
of the troopship ‘Tuscania’, which 
was torpedoed off the Mull of Oa in 
February 1918 with the loss of more 
than 200 lives. 

Also remembered will be 
the  ‘Otranto’, which sank off Machair 
Bay at Kilchoman on October 6, 
1918, with the loss of more than 400 
lives.  She, like the Tuscania, was sail-
ing in convoy and carrying  American 
troops heading to assist the British 
war effort on the battlefields of 
France. 

The Otranto’s loss was not due to 
enemy action but was nevertheless 
equally tragic. Prevailing weather 
conditions caused her to collide with 
another ship in the convoy and the 
damage sustained had a disastrous 
outcome.

Two years after the tragedies, the 

American Red Cross erected a mon-
ument at the Mull of Oa to remember 
those who had lost their lives in these 
naval tragedies.

The island has been invited by the 
major commemorative body WW1008 
Scotland to create and organise a 
number of commemorative events to 
mark these two sea tragedies which 
greatly affected all the islanders 
in the closing stages of the 1914-18 
hostilities and was a further stark 
reminder of the cost of war.

AS THIS is the last Islay Letter for 
this year I would like to wish all who 
read these meagre jottings of mine a 
joyous Christmas and a healthy and 
prosperous New Year.  Mar sin leibh.

Hugh Smith’s letter from ISLAY

Greetings

New recruit as Kirsten 
heads Down Under

Building for future generations

Quaker grant is welcome boost 

for Ulva Ferry Housing Project

Commemoration

Dog management

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay, PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810 658 

The American Monument at the Mull 
of Oa.

An architect’s drawing of how 
the new house will look.

CHILDREN should be ex-
cluded from schools in order 
to allow other pupils to learn, 
a councillor from Tarbert told 
the head of education at a 
recent meeting of Argyll and 
Bute Council’s Community 
Services Committee.

Councillor John McAlpine 
questioned a reduction in the 
number of pupils who were 
excluded from school and the 
effect this might have on other 
pupils. He said: ‘Teachers are 
there to teach and if there is 
no resources for support in the 
classroom to look after that 
child then there is a problem. 
The teacher should be able 
to focus on the children who 
want to be taught.’

Cleland Sneddon, executive 
director of community servic-
es, said: ‘I think pupils were 
probably excluded too readily 
in the past. As far as possible 
we now want to make sure that 
pupils are kept in school.’

Councillor’s 
concerns 
over school 
exclusions

ECONOMIC development is 
at the top of the agenda says 
Argyll and Bute Council, but 
a Mull businessman said his 
experience was very different.

Calum macLachlainn, of 
CML Ventures, says his 
experience working with the 
council to secure a feasible 
business at The Oban Inn in 
the town’s Stafford Street was 
‘disgraceful’.

Mr macLachlainn’s plans 
would have ropened the pub, 
which has been closed for 
almost a decade, but he has 
decided to back out of a bid to 
take on the lease from Punch 
Taverns.

Mr macLachlainn said: ‘Now 
that I have invested in the 
Lorn Hotel and I am working 
with a good local team, I have 
completely withdrawn from 
the project at The Oban Inn.

‘It was a hard decision to 
walk away but the council 
didn’t keep up its side of the 
bargain. At times its behaviour 
was disgraceful.

‘The project was unable to 
go ahead because without the 
promised outside seating, the 
pub just is not viable. It has to 
be about great food in a great 
location.

‘I doubt if anyone will be 
able to make the project 
commercially viable to run 
that place without the outside 
area. Now that CML has 
withdrawn it will be even more 
difficult for the council to get 
a tenant.

‘I expect the Oban Inn will 
still be closed as long as the 
council takes decisions that 
are anti-business. Officials 
should be worried for the 
future of Oban.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘There 
is absolutely no evidence 

to support that statement. 
The council supports the 
right kind of development 
in the right place; we make 
things happen by supporting 
sustainable economic growth 
and regeneration.  

‘Our approach to 
development has been 
endorsed at national 
government level, with 
the Cabinet Secretary for 
Communities, Alex Neil MSP, 
recently giving the council 
positive feedback in terms of 
our planning performance 
framework annual report. 

‘Our key policy document, 
the local development 
plan, has been reported on 
favourably by the Scottish 
Government and earmarks 
significant amounts of land 
for development throughout 
Argyll and Bute. We are 
actively working to turn those 
opportunities into realities.

‘Our Business Gateway team 

has this year supported over 
100 new business start-ups, 
as well as providing advice 
and support to more than 
700 businesses, helping them 
grow. Business survival rates 
in Argyll and Bute continue to 
be above the national average. 

‘The Stafford Street project 
was about creating a great new 
public space for businesses, 
residents and visitors to 
use and enjoy. There is a 
tremendous opportunity for 
local businesses to use the 
flexible space the council 
has created to enhance the 
offering for their customers, 
while complying with national 
building standards rules, 
which other businesses comply 
with and rightly expect to be 
applied on an equal basis.   

‘We would encourage them 
to take advantage of this space 
by making outdoor dining 
a possibility, as it is in other 
European cities.’

Pub backer blasts council 
for being ‘anti-business’ 
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

AN ARGYLL pupil has been 
chosen to represent the county 
as one of Scotland’s Young 
Ambassadors for Incluson.

Nicole MacLeod from 
Dunoon Grammar will be 
joined by 20 other ambassa-
dors chosen to represent their 
local authority and school.

The 21 pupils will be given 
a voice at a national level to 
help raise awareness of issues 
around additional support 
needs and inclusive education.

David Mitchell, headteacher 
at Dunoon Grammar School, 
said: ‘I am delighted that 
Nicole has been selected as 
a Young Ambassador. This 
achievement is well deserved 
and I know Nicole will do the 
role justice.’

A MAN who grew up on the 
Isle of Lewis was awarded a 
British Empire Medal last 
month for his services to 
crofting and the community in 
the Western Isles.

Neil Macleod, who now lives 
in Stornoway, was presented 
with his medal by Lord-Lieu-
tenant Alexander Matheson 
OBE at the Ravenspoint 
Centre.

Mr Macleod ran a successful 
engineering business in Stor-
noway for 38 years, has been 
an Assessor with the Crofting 
Commission for the South 
Lochs area of Lewis for many 

SERVICES: Neil Macleod, left, wearing his British Empire Medal, 
with Alexander Matheson OBE. 

years and is a former chair-
man of the Scottish Crofting 
Federation.

When accepting the award, 
he said: ‘This is a momentous 
occasion for me to have been 
considered worthy of this 
prestigious award.

‘The reason for the venue 
tonight is that this building, 
now known as Ravenspoint, 
was my first school many years 
ago. 

‘My recognition has to be 
shared as I was only articulat-
ing the aspirations of many. I 
hope I have lived up to your 
expectations.’

Nicole takes 
up key roleIslander’s services to crofting and 

the community marked with BEM 

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550
sales@homeimprovementsargyll.co.uk

Wishing all
customers a 

Happy Christmas 
and New Year

Dolce Vita
Café

Morven would like to wish 

all their customers, past, 

present and future

A Very Merry 

Christmas and 

a Prosperous 

New Year

01631 

571221

GIFT VOUCHERS 

AVAILABLE

COE CONTRACTS 
LTD

Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Wishing all our customers a 
Merry Christmas and a happy 

New Year
Mobile: 07979 867870 

Tel: 01855 811408
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A LOCAL pilot was flying 
high recently when colleagues 
at Oban Airport paid a special 
tribute to him on his final solo 
flight. 

Alan Mossman turns 60 on 
January 1, meaning he can no 
longer fly solo carrying pas-
sengers, under Civil Aviation 
Authority regulations. 

However Alan, who lives in 
Newtonmore, will continue to 

FAREWELL: Alan, centre, white shirt, with his wife Susan and other well-wishers. 17_t52fl ight01

MULL wildlife cameraman 
Gordon Buchanan realised 
a lifelong dream when he 
travelled to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo to spend 
time with a family of Grauer’s 
Gorillas, the largest primates 
on earth, for a BBC Two 
programme.

Gordon was based in the 
Kahuzi-Biega National Park.

He was led him deep into the 
forest to meet Chimanuka, a 
30-year-old male gorilla, below, 
who leads a family of 25. 

Although Chimanuka had 
been habituated to human 
contact he was wary of Gordon 
and his camera. Gordon slowly 

built up his trust and gained 
a fascinating insight into the 
family dynamic of these rare 
gorillas.

Despite being charged 
on several occasions by 
the fearsome leader of the 
family, Gordon gained the 
trust of these mysterious, 
little-understood gorillas. He 
discovered an incredibly gentle, 
compassionate side of their 
alpha male, but also uncovered 
a fierce rivalry which could 
ultimately threaten the very 
existence of Chimanuka’s 
family.

The programme is on BBC 
Two on December 27 at 9pm.

solo flight into Oban airport
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

be active in the training of new 
pilots. 

Firefighters John Macdonald 
and Murray Macgregor, who 
are based at Oban Airport, 
paid a special tribute to Alan 
by flashing the engine lights 
and spraying their water 
canons into an arch, as Alan’s 
aircraft came into the terminal 
last Thursday, when he arrived 
from Islay. 

Alan has flown with Hebride-
an Airways from Oban for the 
past five years, having flown 

out of Oban with Highland 
Airways for two years before 
that, until the company ceased 
trading. 

Alan, who grew up in North 
Wales but moved to Scotland 
for his first flying job aged 16, 
said: ‘I’ve had a lifetime of fly-
ing, starting with the air cadets 
when I was a boy. For 20 years 
I worked with Highland Air-
ways as the managing director, 
based in Inverness. I’ll be car-
rying on using my experience 
in training learner pilots, and I 
can still take passengers when 
accompanied by another pilot. 

‘The best thing about flying 
out of Oban to Islay, Coll, 
Tiree and Colonsay has been 
the weather and the scenery, 
as both change every day. 
Every single flight has been 
memorable. I do remember 
piloting a large DC3 plane into 
the airport once. That was a 
particularly memorable flight 
as it’s probably the biggest 
plane ever to land here.’

Colleague and friend Julie 
Angel, who also flies from 
Oban for Hebridean, said: 
‘Alan is a very accomplished 
pilot and has been a trainer 
here for seven years. He has a 
great range of experience and 

we all feel really grateful hav-
ing flown with Alan. I really 
appreciate getting the benefit 
of his experience.’

Managing director of Heb-
ridean Airways  George Cor-
mack said: ‘I’ve known Alan 
for a long time and he is always 

very dependable in getting pas-
sengers to their destination on 
time. He’ll be a good asset to 
have in training future pilots, 
using his wealth of knowledge 
and experience.’

Fellow pilots, airport staff, 
friends and wife Susan 

gathered after Alan’s arrival 
from Islay for refreshments 
at Oban Airport, where he 
was presented with a special 
photograph of him outside a 
Hebridean aircraft on Barra’s 
beach runway, along with a 
cake with the picture on it. 

TRIBUTE: fi refi ghters laid on a light and water show as Alan 
Mossman arrived at the airport. 17_t52plane01

Cameraman realises dream 
to spend time with gorillas 

A CAMPAIGN launched by 
police in Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles and Mid Argyll has had 
solid results in pushing out drug 
dealers, according to Inspector 
Mark Stephen.

Last December, through the 
pages of The Oban Times, Police 
Scotland launched its Shop A 
Dealer in Argyll to raise aware-
ness, gain public support and 
obtain vital intelligence against 
drug dealers.

Inspector Stephen, at Oban 
Police Station, said: ‘We have 
been involved in an effort 
to prevent harm caused to 
communities by people who 
are involved in the supply of 
controlled drugs.

‘I arrived in this post in April 
2015, and one of the first things 
I did was assure our community 
councils, elected members, 
Oban Times’ readers and any 
members of the communities I 
spoke with, that this would be a 
priority for my officers.

‘Since April, I can confirm our 
officers have been working on 
the information the public have 

been providing and, as a result, 
across Argyll, we have seen an 
increase of more than 20 cases 
reported to the procurator 
fiscal for drug dealing offences 
compared to the same period in 
2014. 

‘In Oban, our efforts have 
been led by our Community 
Investigation Unit (CIU) which 
includes police constables 

Macbeth, MacMillan and De-
tective MacDougall. 

‘Their work, combined with 
continued community support 
and information, has resulted in 
23 reported cases this year com-
pared to 10 for the same period 
in 2014 in reported cases. In-
deed some people are currently 
remanded in custody awaiting 
trial and some have already 

been convicted of offences that 
we have reported. I would also 
like to reassure the community 
we have no indicators that drug 
use in the town has dramatically 
increased in line with our detec-
tions, but that we have simply 
been more effective in tackling 
the issue with the support of the 
local community. 

‘We will continue to work with 
partners in health and social 
work, housing associations, 
education and third sector 
voluntary groups who provide 
vital support to individuals 
and families, providing a fully 
integrated response to the often 
complex issues that can result 
in people becoming involved in 
the use of illegal drugs.

‘In 2016, Police Scotland 
remain fully committed to the 
objectives set by the community 
and will continue to target drug 
dealers in Oban and across 
Argyll.’

Insp Stephen added: ‘The 
message for anyone involved in 
drug dealing is a simple one, we 
are coming for you.’

‘Nowhere to hide’ as Oban police 
hail drugs campaign a success

Oban police are delighted with the community response to the 
campaign, which they say has been a success. 17_t52dealer1

THE Trussel Trust, which is 
responsible for approximately 
half of the food banks in Scot-
land, has said this Christmas 
could be its busiest ever. 

The Reverend Dr Martin 
Johnstone, secretary of the 
Church and Society Council 
and chairman of an independ-
ent Food Poverty Working 
Group, which will report to 
the Scottish Government early 
in the New Year, said: ‘In Scot-
land, we do not have a food 
shortage, what we have are 
more and more people without 
enough money to live on. 

‘At some point, and quickly, 
we need to be addressing the 
root causes of the ever-escalat-
ing numbers of people being 
forced into food poverty. 

‘Failings in the benefits 
system, job sanctions, cuts 
to people’s benefits and low 
paid work are the main things 
which are causing hunger in 
Scotland. These are the things 
which need to be addressed. 

‘As a society we have to stop 
believing foodbanks will solve 
the problem of food poverty. 
They are important in stop-
ping individuals and families 
going hungry, but they cannot 
solve the problem we face.’

Hundreds of churches in 
every part of Scotland are 
collecting every week for their 
local foodbank and helping to 
run them. 

As well as supporting local 
foodbanks, the Church of Scot-
land has consistently called for 
a more strategic response to 
food poverty in Scotland. 

In February 2015, in part-
nership with the Centre for 
Human Ecology and Faith in 
Community Scotland, it hosted 
a Beyond Food Banks confer-
ence attended by more than 200 
people from across Scotland. 
Experts from Canada warned 
of the dangers that foodbanks 
will become the norm – as they 
have there – and the need to 
address the underlying issues 
relating to food poverty in a 
wealthy country. 

Trust fears 
Christmas 
set to be 
busiest time 

Fundraiser
SCOTTISH artist Johanna 
Basford has raised more than 
£14,000 for Dalmally-based 
charity Mary’s Meals. 

The author is giving away 
copies of a Christmas colour-
ing-in book in exchange for a 
donation to the charity, which 
provides meals to children in 
the world’s poorest countries. 

She hoped to raise £10,000, 
but smashed her target in just 
four days, with £14,449 raised 
by December 21. 

Visit: www.justgiving.com/
JohannaBasford

Merry Christmas and a happy new year

D MacLean 
Heating

Oban 
Tel: 01631 564220

Mob: 07525 858 154

Have a Cosy 
Christmas 

and a 
Happy New Year
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AN OBAN High School pupil 
will bring some festive cheer to 
struggling families this Christ-
mas, after raising £500 worth of 
food for Oban’s Hope Kitchen to 
distribute.

Sophie Herron, 16, went round 
all of the classrooms in the 
school asking for donations as 
part of a project in her pathways 
class, and sent a letter to Aldi, 
which led to the supermarket 
donating bags of food.

The pathways class, which 
covers religion, belief and values, 
allows pupils to get an additional 
certificate and explore different 
ways of benefiting the commu-
nity, whether it be collecting 
donations or volunteering.

Sophie said: ‘It’s something I 
wanted to do and thought I’d do 
it as part of my project.

‘I read up on the Hope Kitchen 
and saw that it fed 800 families 
last year.’

Head teacher Peter Bain said: 
‘I think it’s a great example of 
our youngsters demonstrating 
initiative and compassion, which 
we promote heavily through our 
clan system. Well done, Sophie.’

Hope Kitchen’s catering coor-
dinator Jess MacPhee said: ‘It’s 
absolutely wonderful. 

‘Young people don’t always get 
the best press, so it’s good to see.

‘We are overwhelmed by the 
support of the community this 
year; it’s been fantastic.

‘And Sophie has asked for a 
volunteer form which is great.’

The Hope Kitchen will create 
food parcels out of the donations 
Sophie collected and hand them 
out on Christmas Eve.

A YOUNG Oban couple are 
claiming their Christmas has 
been ruined after a housing 
association left them and their 
two children homeless. 

Aiden MacIntyre, 20, his 
partner Laura Eccleson, 20, 
and their toddlers have been 
living with Aiden’s mother 
Amanda MacDougall for 
the past two months in her 
Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) flat in the 
Dunollie area of the town.

The couple grew up in Oban 
but moved to Dunoon last 
year when they were offered a 
private let there. But the couple 
recently returned to the town 
to be closer to family and for 
Aiden to find work.

The couple have been living 
in Ms MacDougall’s cramped 
spare room with children Aiden 
four, and Michaela, one.  

Last Wednesday (December 
16) Ms MacDougall  received 
a letter telling her she had 
breached her tenancy and she 
would be taken to court if the 
family of four were not out by 
last Friday (December 18). 

Ms Eccleson said: ‘I just want 
to cry. We don’t know what we 
are supposed to do. We have no 
money for a deposit and first 
month’s rent, and it is almost 
Christmas.’

Ms MacDougall, 37, who has 
lived in the flat for 19 years, 
said: ‘Charity begins at home 
and I don’t know anyone who 
would see their kids or grand-
kids out on the street. ACHA 
will just have to take me to 
court.’

Mr MacIntyre said: ‘We’re 
on the waiting list for Oban 
and West Highland Housing 

Association and we phoned the 
homeless department at the 
council too, which offered us 
accomodation in Lochgilphead 
for a month while we made 
other arrangements. We would 
move down there and have to 
leave four weeks later. It would 
cost us to move and we have no 
money at the moment and it’s 
Christmas this week.

‘The only reason we are 
breaching my mum’s tenancy is 
because we have no choice. A 
bit of compassion wouldn’t go 
amiss. 

‘My mum is just trying to put a 

roof over our heads. It’s shock-
ing. The stress has absolutely 
ruined Christmas for us all.’

The family met with council-
lor for Oban South and the Isles 
Roddy McCuish on Monday. 
Councillor McCuish is secre-
tary on ACHA’s board, where 
he is a non-paid, voluntary 
member. 

While Mr MacIntyre and Ms 
MacDougall said they appreci-
ate Councillor McCuish’s help, 
they feel that until the problem 
is resolved, their only option 
is to force Ms MacDougall to 
break ACHA’s lease agree-
ment. 

The family has made an offi-
cial complaint to ACHA about 
the way they have been treated. 

ACHA’s chief executive 
Alastair MacGregor said: ‘The 
couple are not tenants of the 
association. 

‘They have moved in with 
a family member who is an 
ACHA tenant but in doing so 
have caused serious overcrowd-
ing in the property and without 
permission. I understand the 
family has been offered alter-
native accommodation through 
the Homeless Services team 
and have rejected this.’

Oban youngster gives Hope at Christmas

Christmas ‘ruined’ as young 
family left ‘out on the street’

Jess McPhee and Sophie Herron in front of all the food that 
Sophie collected. 07_t52donation01

OBAN high school pupils welcomed the ‘old guard’ to their 
assembly hall recently (December 15) for the 11th anniversary 
of the school’s Pensioners’ Treat.

Senior citizens were invited for tea, coffee, shortbread and 
mince pies, made by pupils from the food technology class and 
served by the hospitality students. 

There was also musical entertainment for the guests, with 
both the school orchestra and pipe band playing to the appre-
ciative crowd of around 80 pensioners from the Oban area.

Among the guests were Second World War veterans Tom 
Lennox, 96, and his next- door neighbour and fellow veteran, 
Ian Tindall (pictured left) 95, who have both attended all 11 
treats. 

THE ARGYLL and Lochaber Group of the Scottish Wildlife 
Trust was treated to an excellent and much-appreciated talk 
last Thursday by David Jardine of the Forestry Commission 
and Argyll Bird Club. 

David brought together a wide range of ecological data and 
long-term monitoring to paint a vivid picture of the changing 
fortunes of raptors, particularly buzzards, pictured below, on 
the island of Colonsay.

The next evening lecture is at 7.30pm on Thursday January 
21 at SAMS, Dunstaffnage, when the well-known ecologist 
James Fenton will speak on the subject of ‘Too much wood-
land?’ Everyone is welcome to what should be a fascinating 
and topical subject.

A CHRISTMAS Fayre organised by Soroba Youth Club 
earlier this month raised in the region of £300.

The money will be used to purchase new material for the 
youth club and will go towards day trips for the children.

The fayre, which had a variety of stalls, games and home 
baking, was considered a success by the organisers. 

Students lay on festive 
treat for pensioners

Fate of raptors discussed 
at Wildlife Trust talk

Soroba youth raise £300 
at Christmas fayre

Food technology pupils Evelyn Chik, left, and Aimee John-
ston were two of the pupils on hand to serve the veterans tea 

and coff ee. 17_t51treat01

POLICE FILES
with Sergeant Alan Moore

TWO men concerned in the 
supply of both class A and Class 
B drugs have been reported to 
the procurator fiscal. 

Heroin and cannabis are 
alleged to have been found in 
a house in Soroba at 9.30am 
on Tuesday December 15 
following a police search under 
the Misuse of Drugs Act legis-
lation.

The men, aged 22 and 19, 
were cautioned at the scene and 
later charged at Oban Police 
Office. Both are charged with 
being concerned in the supply 

of drugs. A report has been 
made to the procurator fiscal.

A HALF an hour window of 
opportunity was all it took for 
one criminal to lift a computer 
from a garden in Croft View.

A man had been working in 
the garden and using his com-
puter to play music. When he 
went inside for a short period of 
time his computer was stolen. 

The incident took place on 
Wednesday December 16, be-
tween 1.15pm and 1.45pm.

Police are asking anyone with 
information about the crime to 
call into Oban Police Station or 
phone the duty sergeant on 101.

AN HGV driver was cautioned 
and charged with careless 
driving charge following a 
road accident on Wednesday 
December 15.

The 34-year-old man was re-
ported to the procurator fiscal 
after a collision between the 
lorry and a Volkswagen car on 
the A828 near to Benderloch. 

A DRIVER suspected of 
travelling at 50mph in a 30mph 
zone was reported to the proc-
urator fiscal. The 54-year-old 
was caught on December 19 at 
2.15pm on the A85 in Taynuilt. 

SERGEANT Alan Moore has 
warned dog owners after a 
number of cases of sheep wor-
rying have been reported.

Sergeant Moore said: ‘Dogs 
must be under proper control 
at all times. If dogs are found 

to be disturbing sheep such as 
chasing or attacking them, then 
a farmer has a right to act. 

‘It is an offence for dogs to 
worry livestock, and dog own-
ers will be prosecuted.’

POLICE will carry out roadside 
breath tests during the day and 
night after a rise in the number 
of people being caught drink 
driving the morning after.

‘Police have a zero tolerance 
to drink drivers. Our strong 
advice is don’t risk it,’ said 
Sergeant Moore.

Drugs charge

Computer theft
Driver cautioned

Alleged speeding

Sheep worrying
Don’t drink drive

BBC follows 
Ness crofter 
as he chases 
his dream 

Donald MacSween.

THIS month saw BBC Alba 
launch a new series following 
Ness crofter Donald  MacSween 
– or Sweeny as most folk know 
him – as he tries to turn his 
dream of being a full-time croft-
er on Lewis into a reality. 

Born and brought up in Ness, 
Donald has had an interest in an-
imals and crofting from a young 
age, and spent a lot of time with 
his grandfather on the family 
croft. 

Since taking over the croft in 
2005 he’s juggled the demands of 
the day job with crofting, but in 
2014 embarked on the next stage 
of his ambitious plans.

Follow Sweeny’s journey of ups 
and downs on the croft in this 
six-part series, An Lot, to see 
if his ambitious plans all come 
good and whether he can make 
a modern, full-time living from 
the land.

Programme one and two are 
currently available to watch on 
the BBC iPlayer.

Lighthouse 
calendar
LIGHTHOUSES on the west 
coast of Scotland are featured 
in glorious glossy colour in the 
Northern Lighthouse Board’s 
calendar for 2016.

Lighthouses on Sanda, Neist 
Point and Hyskeir all feature in 
the annual almanac, which con-
sists of 12 beautiful photographs 
of the lighthouses featured, with 
background information about 
each of them.

To find out more or to buy a 
copy of the calendar, visit: www.
nlb.org.uk.

HOMELESS: Laura, Michaela, Aiden and Aiden Jnr. 17_t52homeless01

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

See in store for our festive opening times
WISHING OUR CUSTOMERS A MERRY 

CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS 2016

HALFWAY
FILLING STATION

Telephone: 01631 562784

Tel: 01631 770206

&
Roni’s Chainsaw Art 
wish all their customers a 
very Merry Christmas and 

all the best in the New Year

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to all our Customers from 

everyone at The Green Welly Stop

Tel: 01838 400271
www.thegreenwellystop.co.uk

Benderloch, By Oban PA37 1QW www.mckenziecare.com

Lynn of Lorne Care Home provides a superior standard of accommodation 
and promotes small group living to our residents. Although equipped with 
every modern comfort, Lynn of Lorne retains an air of unhurried tranquillity, 
a welcoming atmosphere and a sense of family that ensure residents feel 
relaxed and at home. 
Our highly experienced team offer a level of care that’s second-to-none 
and have an intuitive understanding of hospitality and service ensuring our 
residents always receive high quality care tailored to their needs.

To find out more about our home or arrange a tour to see  
what life is like at Lynn of Lorne, call Louise Glasgow on  
01631 720 278 or email louise@mckenziecare.com

Care is at the heart  
of everything we do...
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Davis Cup captain backs campaign

CAPTAIN of the 2015 Davis Cup 
tennis team Leon Smith has said 
he is grateful for the opportuni-
ties Oban offered him in his early 
career, when he cut his tennis 
teeth there.

The Glaswegian, who captains 
the Davis Cup team, which won 
Team of the Year at the BBC 
Sports Personality of the Year 
Awards at the weekend, said: ‘I 
have very fond memories of Oban 
Tennis Club, both from coaching 
in my early coaching years and 
playing in the annual Oban Open 

Tournament. I used to drive from 
Glasgow on a Sunday to coach at 
the courts for about six hours and 
then drive back. 

‘I’m grateful to the club for 
giving me the opportunity to 
work with various age groups of 
players and giving me important 
coaching experience. 

‘The open tournament was also 
a great experience for all of us 
playing tournaments in Scotland 
at that time. The club was vibrant 
with club members all acting as 
willing volunteers helping to stage 
a great event. 

‘So many players benefited from 
their time at Oban Tennis Club.

‘I do hope money can be raised 
to allow the club to survive and 
indeed grow, allowing more play-
ers of all ages to remain and, of 
course, take up tennis. 

‘With Andy Murray winning 
Grand Slams and our winning 
Great Britain Davis Cup team 
creating so much energy in British 
tennis, now is the time to ensure 
we grow the game.’

This week Sportscotland an-
nounced that it was delighted to 
offer Atlantis Leisure Centre an 
award of £50,000 through the 
Scottish Government’s Legacy 
2014 Active Places Fund for the 
upgrading of the tennis facilities.

A spokesman for the organisa-
tion said: ‘We are working closely 
with Atlantis Leisure to help it 
deliver the project and recognise 
that it is an important project for 
the community in Oban, which we 
fully support.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Leon Smith sends message of support for plans to revamp Oban tennis courts

Michael Russell MSP
CHRISTMAS is a time for fam-
ilies and for giving. All of us will 
be spending time with those who 
are closest and dearest to us and 
we will enjoy and be refreshed by 
those good times. But as we do 
so, we must also think of those 
who are alone and those who 
have nowhere to go. 

Last month I visited Oban’s 
Hope Kitchen, a food bank 
that is reaching out to those in 
need, including many who are 
in work but who still can’t make 
ends meet. Despite the austerity 
foisted upon us, we live in a rich 
country but not yet a rich society. 
That type of society cares for all 
and supports those who require 
most support, and my Christmas 
wish is that we find the way to 
work together in Argyll and 
Bute and in Scotland to make 
that happen. 

As we do so, let me wish a Hap-
py Christmas and a Guid New 
Year – Nollaig Chridheil agus 
Bliadhna Mhath Ur – to all my 
constituents.

Brendan O’Hara MP
I’D JUST like to wish each and 
every one of you a very happy 
and peaceful Christmas and a 
good New Year.

But amongst all the excitement, 
the merriment and the present 

buying, it’s all too easy to forget 
that for many of our fellow cit-
izens, Christmas and New Year 
can be an extremely lonely and 
unhappy time of year. 

In our community we all know 
people who will be on their own 
this Christmas and we all know 
parents who won’t be able to give 
their children the Christmas 
they’d love to, simply because 
they can’t afford to. 

So perhaps as we are gearing 
up for our own festivities, we 
could do something positive, and 
visit someone we know who’ll 
be on their own on Christmas 
Day, or donate toys and food to 
a local charity for distribution 
among the less well-off, or even 
just drop a Christmas card to 
someone you haven’t seen for 
a while, telling them you are 
thinking about them.  

Whatever you decide to do, 
I wish you and your family all 
the very best for Christmas and 
throughout 2016. 

David Adams McGilp, VisitScot-
land Regional Director 
MANY Oban Times readers will 
be visiting friends and family 
over the Christmas holidays. You 
will be travelling to cities, towns 
and villages across Scotland; 
or you might be celebrating at 
home. 

Whatever you get up to, you 
will be absorbing the culture and 
atmosphere of where you are, 
buying things in shops, eating 
and drinking in hotels, restau-
rants, cafes and bars. 

Think how these experiences 
contribute to our appreciation 
of our immediate environments 
and the places we visit, and how 
every time we come into contact 
with someone as consumers it 
presents an opportunity to feel 
welcome, trusted and valued. 

That’s what makes Scotland 

special, and you’re part of it. 
Happy Christmas and a good 

New Year to you all. 

Mike MacKenzie, MSP
2015 HAS been an extremely 
busy, yet rewarding year. I would 
like to take this opportunity to 
say how much I have enjoyed 
working as a regional MSP this 
year alongside residents and 
local organisations.

Argyll and Bute faces chal-
lenges ahead and there is much 
to be done, but knowing what I 
do about the self-starting and 
determined communities I live 
amongst, I am confident and 
hopeful about the future.

I wish you all a Merry Christ-
mas and look forward to working 
with you all in 2016. My door will 
be open and I encourage constit-
uents to get in touch. 

Jamie McGrigor MSP
I WISH all constituents a happy 
Christmas and a very healthy 
and prosperous 2016. I am retir-
ing as an MSP having first been 
elected in May 1999. 

It has been a huge privilege to 
be an MSP for the best region in 
Scotland, with the best people. 

Be assured I will continue to 
speak up for constituents right 
up until the election is called 
and probably after that in differ-

ent ways. We live in a fantastic 
part of the world but continued 
investment in improving our 
infrastructure must be a priority 
and is key to tackling the area’s 
projected depopulation. 

Councillor Len Scoullar, Provost, 
Argyll and Bute Council
WE ARE drawing near to a time 
of year when we extend goodwill 
towards our fellow men and 
women. Each year the warmth 
of Argyll and Bute communities 
spills over and the magic of the 
season sweeps us along on a tide 
of celebration.

In the midst of our festivities 
with family and friends, we 
may wish to stop for a moment 
and consider others for whom 
the holiday season can be a 
difficult or lonely time. I send 
them warm wishes with the hope 
they may find comfort amidst 
the festivities. This is the time 
of year when we often look back 
and reflect, and, in doing so, 
two words are prominent in my 
mind – appropriate to the season 
– goodwill and peace.

The uninhibited goodwill  that 
has been extended by our com-
munities towards the families 
who have come to Bute and who 
will soon arrive in Campbeltown 
from Syria. The goodwill, too, 
of the Scottish people, and 
communities throughout the 
UK who are offering sanctuary 
and peace to those who have 
arrived on our shores from war 
torn countries.

As we close the door on the 
old year I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone 
in Argyll and Bute a happy 
Christmas and a peaceful and 
prosperous New Year.

Angus Brendan MacNeil MP
WHAT a busy year it has been 
for the SNP.

It’s been quite a change – life 
is so much better with the inte-
grated way of Scottish MPs and 
it is fantastic to have Brendan 
O’Hara on board and, of course, 
Ian Blackford, who represents 
Lochaber and Skye.

There is a lot to do and a lot 
of challenges, but the new MPs 
have settled in really well and  
2015 has been a great year.

Nollaig Chridheil agus Bli-
adhna Mhath Ùr – I wish you all 
a very Merry Christmas and the 
very best for 2016. 

Marri Malloy, chairwoman OCC
ON BEHALF of Oban Commu-
nity Council, I wish everyone a 
very happy Christmas and New 
Year. January sees the start 
of much-needed work on the 
pavements in the centre of the 
town, bringing them up to the 
same standard as on Stafford 
Street. A number of cruise ships 
will be coming to Oban next 
year, building on successful 
visits this year, but I would like 
to see work start on permanent 
facilities as soon as possible. 

Finally, I hope we all have a 
peaceful time over the festive 
season and that those working 
manage to get some rest too. 

Ian Blackford MP
I WOULD like to take this 
opportunity to wish all my 
constituents the very best for the 
holiday season.  It’s been a year 
of new beginnings for all of us, 
not least for me as your new MP.  

There has been plenty to 
discover and understand on the 
way to a better deal for everyone 
in what is, after all, the biggest 
constituency in the UK. 

Thank you for your continued 
confidence in me as your repre-
sentative at Westminster, where 
I’ll continue to do my best to 
make Scotland’s voice heard 
loud and clear.  Nollaig Chrid-
heil agus Bliadhna Mhath Ùr!

Paul Sloan, Company Director 
at House of Sloan
THE festive period is the one 
time in our busy lives we get to 
spend real time with our family 
and friends, a time to reflect 
on our year and a time for 
appreciation for what we have 
and who are. 

From all of us at The House of 
Sloan, we would like to sincerely 
thank all the residents of Oban 
and the surrounding areas for 
always being supportive of 
what we do and we wish you a 
heart-felt Christmas and truly 
wonderful New Year. 

Festive greetings to Argyll readers

Leon Smith 
has sent 
his support 
for the 
campaign 
to revamp 
Oban tennis 
courts.

PROPOSED cuts by Argyll 
and Bute Council to the 
funding of advice services will 
threaten the future of facili-
ties such as Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau.

Highlands and Islands MSP 
John Finnie has condemned 
the proposal, warning that 
axing these services would 
actually cost the area money, 
as without them many people 
under claim benefits to which 
they’re entitled. 

He believes this would 
exacerbate the impact of UK 
government welfare reform 
plans on Argyll and Bute, 
which the MSP estimates will 
cost the area more than £760 
million every year until 2021.

Mr Finnie said: ‘UK Gov-
ernment welfare reform will 
hit Argyll and Bute hard. 

‘George Osborne’s cuts will 
take more than £7.6 million 
from the local economy and, 
of course, that burden will be 
falling on the most vulnerable.

‘Citizens’ Advice estimates 
its services put £1.7 million 
into the pockets of people in 
Argyll and Bute, and there-
fore into the economy. 

‘A dedicated Income Max-
imisation Team in Highland 
Council shows similar results, 
delivering £3.975 million in 
financial gain to local people.

‘Financial advice services 
such as Citizens’ Advice 
and in-house advisors bring 
money into the local economy 
by making sure their clients 
claim what they’re entitled to. 

‘UK Government figures 
suggest more than £20 billion 
in benefits is going unclaimed 
every year. Killing off advice 
services in the name of ‘sav-
ings’ will hurt local people, 
hurt the local economy and 
ultimately hurt the council 
budget. I’m calling on Argyll 
and Bute Council to scrap the 
proposed cut and guarantee 
the future of Citizens’ Advice 
in Argyll and Bute.’

Plans to 
cut groups’ 
funding 
is false 
economy

Happiness is 
...island life
LIFE in the Highlands and 
islands is amongst the most 
fulfilling in the country, with 
islanders living in the happiest 
communities in Scotland, 
according to a recent survey. 

People in  the Western Isles 
are the happiest in Scotland, 
ranking next to Orkney and 
Shetland in the survey by the 
Bank of Scotland to find the 
highest life satisfaction rate in 
the country. 

The popularity of island life 
is linked to lower population 
and crime rates, and higher 
levels of employment.

Nitesh Patel, housing econ-
omist at the bank, said: ‘Life 
in the Highlands and islands 
has always ranked extremely 
well in the Bank of Scotland 
Quality of Life Survey.

‘The stunning scenery, qui-
eter surrounds and high em-
ployment rates all help towards 
creating happy communities.’Buy a Ball

D. McNAIR & SON
Fuel Oil Specialists
Marine/Agricultural and Domestic Fuels
Solid Fuel Merchants
LPG & Lubricant suppliers

Christmas Holidays - Closed 25th./26th December
Re-open Monday 28th. December.

New Year Holidays – Closed 1st. – 4th. January
Re-open 5th. January 2016

We would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all our customers and suppliers a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

SERVING KINTYRE and MID-ARGYLL
OUR NAME IS YOUR GUARANTEE

Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, Argyll, PA28 6EG
Telephone (01586) 552020 (24 hours)

Fax (01586) 552039
E-mail: sales@dmcnairshipping.com

We would like to wish all 
customers and friends 
A Merry Christmas and 
A Happy new year.
Tel: 01631 565600 01786 462231

Dunollie Halls, 
Dunollie Road, Oban

Building Preservation and General Building WorksThanking all our customers 
throughout 2015 and wishing them 

Prosperity for the future.

Tel: 01631 570893 Fax: 01631 563565

Tel:  01631 566095  
E: john@jmacoban.co.uk

Mob: 07712654651/07917489084
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Portree

MORVERN
lines

Terms and conditions apply. Minimum one year subscription. New subscribers only. Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. UK subscribers only. While stocks last. Fragrances in this free gift may vary. Discounted price for 
52 editions with the first 12 editions free is £44.68.  £58 for a one year print subscription thereafter. Price includes postage and packaging. McKelvie candle Argyll & Highland stockists: Tobermory Gift Shop, Appin Craft Shop, Aros (Portree), 
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A Christmas tale
LYING in a hollow on the high rocky ridge that separates 
Loch Beoraid from Loch Morar in west Inverness-shire, 
there is a small loch shown on OS maps as Lochan Tain 
Mhic Dhughaill and on it a mysterious looking islet 
known locally as ‘The Island of the Grey Dog’.

The story of the Grey Dog, or An Cu Glas Meoble as 
it is called in the traditional fireside tales of the district, 
dates back to the time of the battle of Waterloo when 
Dugald MacDonald, the son of the local land owner, 
went off to fight for king and country leaving behind a 
large deerhound bitch he was very attached to.

Several years later when Dugald returned to Meoble, a 
settlement on the south shores of Loch Morar, he heard 
his dog had taken to the hills and was living on an island 
where she had given birth to pups. The pups were now 
fully grown and he was warned that because of their 
lack of human contact, they were savage and unsafe to 
approach.

Ignoring the advice, Dugald made his way up to the 
hill-loch and swam over to the island. The bitch was 
away hunting at the time and on hearing Dugald’s voice, 
the pups emerged from their lair and attacked and 
killed him. 

When their mother returned and saw what had 
happened her barking brought the people of the glen 
to the scene. The pups were quickly despatched and 
Dugald’s body, followed by his dog, was carried down 
to rest in the little burial-ground near the mouth of the 
Meoble River. 

Island of the Grey Dog of Meoble. 

Here his faithful hound began a vigil often wakening 
the neighbourhood with her howling as she watched 
over her master’s grave, until one day she was found 
lying stretched out dead beside it. 

For sometime afterwards, the story of her lonely 
sentinel was the talk of the neighbourhood. Gradually, 
with the passage of time, it was largely forgotten about 
until one of Dugald’s brothers became seriously ill. 
One night the ghost of the deer hound appeared at his 
bedside, looked at him, gave a loud yelp and disappeared. 
The following day the man died - the spectre of the Grey 
Dog had made its first appearance.

The next time it showed itself was in the early 1900s 
when it appeared at the death of an old lady living alone 
in a Glasgow tenement; she was a descendent of the 
MacDonalds of Meoble and had been confined to her 
room for many years. 

One day a friend, who was in the habit of calling on 
her, saw a large grey dog, of a type she had never seen 
before, on the stairs. She thought no more about it until 
the following morning when much to her surprise, she 
found it lying across the doorstep. With some difficulty 
she pushed it aside and on mentioning it, her friend sat 
up in bed her eyes alight. ‘Describe it to me,’ she said. 
‘Well,’ replied the other, ‘it was about the size of a small 
Shetland pony, grey in colour and with a long curly tail.’  

‘Ah,’ whispered the old lady, with a smile of 
contentment. ‘The old friend, she came at last,’ and with 
that she sank back and passed away.

The Grey Dog of Meoble. 

Sometime in the 1950s a big grey dog was seen lying in 
the front hall of a well-known Oban hotel. 

No-one amongst the guests owned up to having it, so 
the manager asked the hall porter to put it out. He did 
so several times but the dog continued to return. 

That evening the hall porter was found dead in his 
room. He too, it was later discovered, was a MacDonald 
of Meoble; so once again the Grey Dog had kept her 
fateful rendezvous. 

It seems the Grey Dog shows up at the birth as well as 
the death of the MacDonalds of Meoble and not only in 
Scotland. In the mid 1800s, many of the MacDonalds of 
Meoble and Loch Morar-side were forced to emigrate 
to Prince Edward Island in the Gulf of St Lawrence 
before moving into Nova Scotia. 

During the 1900s, one of their descendents was due 
to give birth at home. Shortly before the baby arrived 
the midwife and another woman who were present, saw 
the Grey Dog standing looking in through the room 
window and actually trying to enter.

So if you are one of these people who, when wandering 
alone on the hills or working in the garden, have an 
uneasy feeling that you are being watched by some 
unseen presence and your forebears were MacDonalds 
from Loch Morar-side, the chances are your mysterious 
companion is an enormous deerhound who has come to 
tell you something.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

IT HAS been a busy few weeks in Plockton as local 
groups make final preparations for the end of the year. 

The Lochalsh Scottish Women’s Institution held a 
meeting in Achmore Hall on November 19 with more 
than 40 people attending to enjoy a demonstration by 
Jackie Parsons entitled ‘making and showing Marigold 
clothes’. The same evening saw Plockton Historical 
Society hold its final event of the year in Plockton Hall. 
Ten people from various villages in Lochalsh each gave a 
talk on their village. Robert Kennedy chaired the event 
and 60 people attended. 

On December 1 Plockton Hall Committee held its 
annual general meeting when all office bearers were 
re-elected. Treasurer Kally Leiper  presented a satisfying 
report despite expenditure of more than £14,000 this year. 
The next day the Lochalsh branch of legion Scotland also 
held its AGM when all office-bearers were re-elected. 
Emma Bennon was added to the committee and the 
treasurer reported there were 69 paid-up members.

November was a wet month in Plockton with only nine 
dry days and more than six inches of rain. The warmest 
day was 18°C and the coldest was 0.8°C. 

ISLE of Skye Candle Company has won £50,000 in a 
‘Dragon’s Den’ style competition. 

The business, which opened its fifth candle store in 
Scotland earlier this year, was one of 14 winners in 
the Scottish Edge Awards which recognises start up 
businesses with ‘high growth’ potential.

ALMOST 200 homes in Portree can now benefit from high-
speed internet. 

Fibre optic broadband is now available at around 180 
premises in the Road of the Hay area of the Skye town, as 
part of an upgrade project by Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise (HIE). 

 Stuart Robertson, director of digital at HIE, said: ‘We’re 
delighted to see Portree getting their first fibre cabinet, 
ahead of the rollout scheduled for 2016 across some of Scot-
land’s most dramatic west coast geography.’ 

PLOCKTON High School pupils 
sold their handmade wares at a 
business event in Inverness last 
week. 

The teenagers’ ‘Let’s Make 
History’ stall and quirky outfits 
earned them the award for best 
costume at the Young Enterprise 
Christmas trade fair, organised by 
Young Enterprise Scotland (YES) 

Highland and Moray. The Plockton 
pupils and fellow west coast 
teenagers from Mallaig High School 
travelled to the Highland capital 
for the event, along with nine other 
schools from the Highlands. 

Linda Thomas, chairwoman of 
YES Highland and Moray, said: 
‘Once again our judges were 
impressed by the high quality of the 

stalls and products for sale and the 
resourcefulness of the teams. The 
trade fair is a great way for young 
people to learn about marketing 
and selling their products to the 
public. This year’s teams certainly 
rose to the challenge with their 
professional approach resulting in 
one of the most impressive range of 
stalls and products we’ve ever had.’

COUNCILLORS have rejected plans to build 13 wind 
turbines on the Culachy Estate, near Fort Augustus.

After a split vote, the majority decided that the wind 
farm wouldn’t fit in with the surrounding area. RES, 
which submitted the application in late 2013, was dis-
appointed with the outcome of the result. RES said the 
project would have provided the local economy with an 
extra £3.6 million in its first year. 

ASBESTOS that was discovered outside houses in Lunga 
Road has been removed from the street.

Argyll Community Housing Association (ACHA) hired 
special contractors to remove the substance from the bin 
rooms earlier this month. Residents were asked to leave 
their homes for the day while the work was being carried 
out and received £25 compensation for the inconven-
ience. However, it is not yet clear what the procedure will 
be for those with bought houses on the street and houses 
in Colonsay Terrace that also have asbestos.

Plockton

KEEP-fit enthusiasts on Seil will soon have the opportu-
nity to improve their health and raise money for charity. 

A new yoga class is being launched on Thursday morn-
ings, starting January 7, at Seil Island Hall. Organisers 
have asked that a £5 donation be made to Macmillan 
Cancer Support as a fee for the classes. 

Those wishing to attend have been advised to wear loose, 
comfortable clothing and to bring a mat and blanket with 
them. The classes will run from 9.30am to 10.45 am. For 
more information, contact Karen on 07793653080.

STAR Wars fans on Barra will be spared a seven-hour 
journey to see the new film with a mobile cinema to put 
on a special screening next month. 

Star Wars: The Force Awakens will be shown by Screen 
Machine in Castlebay on January 22.

The nearest cinema in the Western Isles is a seven-hour 
drive away at Stornoway in Lewis, and involves two fer-
ries. The other option is an hour-long flight to Glasgow.

The 80-seater Screen Machine is funded by Creative 
Scotland, Highlands and Islands Enterprise and the 
Western Isles local authority, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar.

Barra

Oban

Seil

PLANS for a top flight gold course on the isle of Jura are 
taking shape after design consultants visited the island in 
November.

Ardfin Golf Course on the Ardfin Estate on Jura owned 
by Australian Greg Coffey is a multi-million pound proj-
ect and hopes to bring people from all over the world to 
the exclusive 18-hole course.

An article published in Today’s Golfer magazine says 
that when completed the course, designed by Bob Harri-
son of Australia, will be ‘one of the most spectacular in 
the world’. It is understood the course will also include 
the refurbishment of the large estate house on the site.

Jura

Skye

Fort Augustus

ISLAY Community Council heard that Macmillan 
Cancer Support has provided funding for an end of life 
room within Bowmore hospital. 

Plans for this and for two new dental suites have been 
turned down by NHS Highland because of its expense. 

Macmillan is sending its own architect in January 
2016, to try to address the problem of accommodating 
its requirements. Macmillan Nurses are rolling out a 
programme of care centres which are venues to house a 
drop in, library, advice/support facility.  This will be run 
by the nurses and trained volunteers. Libraries have been 
favoured for this but, of course, Islay doesn’t have one. 

Councillor Robin Currie said he was looking for a 
suitable venue on the island. 

Islay

WELL-WISHERS gathered from 
across the Presbytery of Argyll re-
cently for the service of induction of 
the Rev Dr Iain C Barclay to Appin 
linked with Lismore.

The officiating members of the 
Presbytery were the Moderator, 
Rev Dr Kenneth Ross, Rev Jeff Mc-
Cormick and Dr Christopher Brett, 
Presbytery Clerk. 

Afterwards the neighbouring 
Appin Village Hall was packed for a 
buffet lunch to welcome Dr Barclay 
and his wife Carilon. 

The couple have moved to Appin 
and Lismore from Australia. 

‘It was 43°C when we were packing 
up to move here,’ said Dr Barclay 

on a wet and windy winter’s day in 
Argyll.  He was licensed in 1975 and 
ordained in 1976 and has served as 
an Army Chaplain, and has been 
minister in churches in Edinburgh 
and Aberdeen, where he studied for 
his doctorate, and it was while in 
Aberdeen at Torry that he first un-
dertook an exchange with a church 
in Australia. He then stayed for a 
number of years, recently serving 
as Minister of the Scots Church in 
Sydney.

He is no stranger to Argyll having 
been minister of Kyles Parish 
Church in Cowal. 

Dr and Mrs Barclay will be living 
between the manses on Lismore. 

‘At the end of the day we would just 
like to do our very best for the com-
munity we are in, and to be sensitive 
to its needs,’ said Dr Barclay. 

One subject very close to the 
couple’s hearts is that of homeless-
ness. During their stay at the Scots 
Church in Sydney the Barclays 
helped to found the Early Bird Café, 
which served breakfast to the home-
less and those less fortunate. 

Dr Barclay said: ‘We have had an 
interest in the needs of the home-
less and done a lot of work in our 
churches; there are the needs of the 
homeless people even in rural areas 
where the problem is perhaps not so 
noticeable.’

GATHERING: Robbie Dunlop 
David Coulter, Robin Could, 

Alastair Coulter, Evelyn 
Dunlop and Alastair Dunlop 

at the meal served in the 
village hall afterwards. 

15_t50appin02

WELCOME: back row, left to right: Jeff  McCormack, Margaret Millar, Donald MacKillop, Brian Wilkinson. Front: Chris 
Thornhill, Dr Iain Barclay, Mrs Carilon Barclay, Dr Kenneth Ross, Robert Brooks, Chris Brett. 15_t50appin01

WINNERS: Plockton High School pupils won best costume at the Young Enterprise Christmas trade fair in Inverness, 
where they had a history-themed stall. From left: Mairi Dinan, Ailsa James, Alex Meikle and Lilidh Berry. 

Plockton high pupils lead the way at trade fair

Warm welcome for new minister

Appin/Lismore
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An Oidhche ron Nollaig  

/ Christmas Eve

Fèis Chiùil Thiorodh 
/ Tiree Music Festival 

Highlights of the Mànran performace at TMF 2015.    

7.15f / 7.15pm

Mòd 2015 – Mòd na Cloinne 
A look back at the Children’s Mod 2015.    

7.30f / 7.30pm

Bannan – Air Cùl a’ Chamara  
An exclusive behind-the-scenes look  

at the new Gaelic drama.    

8.30f / 8.30pm

Nollaig Chridheil às a’ Ghearasdan 
/ A Christmas Celebration 

A Christmas celebration from Fort William.    

11f / 11pm

Là na Nollaig  

/ Christmas Day

Mòd 2015 – Mòd nan Còisirean 
A return visit to the Mod 2015 senior choir competitions.   

7.30f / 7.30pm

Là na Nollaig  

/ Christmas Day

Clann Pheter Ròraidh 
The creative talents that extend  
through Tony Kearney’s family.    

9f / 9pm

Là na Sàbaid 27 Dùbhlachd  

/ Sunday 27 December

Craobh nan Ubhal 
Celebrating the life and music of Flora MacNeil.     

8f / 8pm

Diluain 28 Dùbhlachd  

/ Monday 28 December

Trusadh - Ceòl Chaluim 
/ Calum’s Music 

Creating a positive memory  
for a family and community.    

9f / 9pm

Dimàirt 29 Dùbhlachd  

/ Tuesday 29 December

Air an Smùid / Steaming 
Puffer enthusiasts from Islay  
battle to save the Vital Spark!    

9f / 9pm

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.

heart and soul
Rosie and staff would 
like to wish all their 
customers a very 

Happy Christmas and 
a Healthy New Year.

Thank you all very 
much for your 

continued support.

Connel Village 
Store & Post Office

For all your 
everyday needs
Tel: 01631 701216

3 Quarry Park, 
Furnace, by Inveraray

Argyll PA32 8XW

Tel: 01499 500285
Mob: 07786330691

A Merry Christmas 
and Happy New 
Year to all our 
customers.

The Claredon Hotel, Oban

Rosie, Erica & Staff wish all our 
customers a very Merry Christmas 

& a Happy New Year.
Hot Buffet on Christmas Day 4pm

Live entertainment most nights.
Come along and enjoy!

Tel: 01631 562522

A McPhee Haulage
Shore Road, Connel, Oban Tel: 07836 538718
Suppliers of quarry products and site clearances.

ALASTAIR WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL HIS CUSTOMERS
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A GOOD NEW YEAR

A FORT William charity has 
been subjected to a ‘mindless 
act of vandalism’, just days 
before Christmas. 

Potted trees outside Room 
13 International’s gallery, The 
Window, in Caol Shopping 
Centre were upturned, emptied 
and broken in the attack on the 
night of December 14. 

Claire Gibb, chief executive 
for Room 13 International, 
said: ‘Naturally, we are very 
disappointed that this has 
happened but we know it 
is not representative of the 
community of Caol. The 21 
trees are symbolic of the 21 
years since Room 13 was 
started by a group of children 
in Caol Primary School and 
are dedicated to all the local 
folk who have contributed to 
the success of the project. 

‘Regardless of this 
vandalism, we know that the 
community continues to be 
very much behind Room13 as 
a home grown initiative.’ 

Lochaber area inspector 
Donald Campbell said: ‘A 
report has been received by 
the police in relation to this 
mindless act of vandalism 
committed in the vicinity 
of Caol Shopping Centre 
between 5pm on Monday 
December 14 and 9am on 
Tuesday December 15.

‘I would appeal to any 
person who has information 
about this crime to contact the 
local police station on 101 or 
via Crimestoppers.’

LOCHABER High School pupils 
have delivered 450 gifts to the 
elderly as part of their annual 
Christmas parcel scheme.

Every year the fi rst year 
students wrap the presents 
which are then delivered to 
senior citizens in the area by 
sixth-year pupils, in a joint 
project by the school and 
the Rotary Club of Lochaber.  
The entire scheme, from 
fundraising to buying and 
delivering presents, was 
organised by depute head 
teacher Elizabeth Gow. 

For more photos of Christmas 
in Lochaber, see next week’s 
Oban Times. 

Stark warning of job losses 
and cuts for years to come

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

DEPRESSING, dire, cata-
strophic and horrendous were 
some of the words used to 
describe the budget Highland 
Council faces next year. 

In a tense meeting of the 
local authority, councillors 
and officials discussed the 
consequences of the £40 
million shortfall, following the 
Scottish Government spending 
review, which left Highland 
Council with a 4.31 per cent 
cut to its revenue budget.

Highland Council chief 
executive Steve Barron also 
announced a voluntary redun-
dancy and hours reduction 
scheme to staff in the week 
before Christmas, whilst 

IN A silver lining around 
a dark cloud, an additional 
£24.5 million is to be included 
in Highland Council’s capital 
plan. 

The money forms part of a 
new 10-year plan which will 
include roads, bridges and 
piers, and will be updated 
annually to allow new projects 
to be considered. A further 
£1.6 million has also been 
allocated for flood works.

Council leader Councillor 
Margaret Davidson said: ‘In a 
time when our revenue budget 
is taking a huge hit, it is a pos-
itive that we are able to plan 
for a huge capital investment 
over the next 10 years in our 
infrastructure.  Every pound 
we spend on improving our 
roads, bridges and buildings 
goes back into the Highland 
economy and helps to support 
jobs and growth.’

MINDLESS: potted trees 
marking the 21st anniver-

sary of Caol’s Room 13 were 
vandalised.

budget leader Bill Fernie said 
‘several hundred’ jobs would 
be cut and compulsory redun-
dancies couldn’t be ruled out.  
The scheme is open to all staff 
except those delivering NHS 
commissioned services and 
opened on Monday. 

Mr Barron started the debate 
on Thursday by saying this is 
‘completely new territory’ and 
some services would be lost 
altogether: ‘This council will 
have to stop doing things. De-
cisions have to be made now. 
This takes us into the territory 
of redundancies. In previous 
years it has been achievable 
by a natural turnover of staff. 
This is different and in this ter-
ritory we have to lose hundreds 
of people from the council 
through redundancies.’

Director of finance Derek 
Yule echoed his colleague’s 
stark warning: ‘Some lifeline 
services will be significantly 
hit. This is not the sort of 
Christmas message I wanted 
to be giving. It’s a desperate, 
desperate situation.’

Although the redundancy 
process will be voluntary at 
first, budget leader Mr Fernie 
warned it was unlikely this 
would find the savings needed: 
‘There a few words to describe 
how bad this situation is but dire 
is one. We have always avoided 
compulsory redundancies [in 
the past] but we are probably 
looking at that unless we are 
lucky with the number of staff 
that come forward voluntarily.’

He also warned the situation 
was unlikely to improve in the 

near future: ‘We have another 
five years of a potentially wors-
ening situation. We have to get 
our staff and the people of the 
Highlands ready for what is 
coming down the line. Several 
hundred jobs going from the 
council will have pretty severe 
consequences for everywhere 
in the Highlands.’

This comes after Scotland’s 
finance secretary, John 
Swinney, announced cuts to 
local government grants and a 
council tax freeze for a ninth 
consecutive year.

Many councillors blasted the 
decisions, saying they were 
‘disappointed’ at the tax freeze 
which ‘tied the hands’ of coun-
cils, but SNP member Richard 
Laird said that was what his 
party ‘was elected to do’. He 

added that if people didn’t like 
it they could ‘vote differently’ 
in the Scottish Parliament 
elections next year. 

A number of cuts to services 
will come alongside the redun-
dancies and a special council 
meeting will be held on Janu-
ary 21 to discuss options, with 
decisions made in February. 

Council leader Councillor 
Margaret Davidson said: ‘We 
have no alternative but to cut 
services and to reduce our 
workforce. This will undoubt-
edly impact on performance 
and staff morale. This is just 
the first of many unpalatable 
decisions we will have to make 
in the coming weeks and I 
am deeply saddened to see 
the council forced into this 
position.’

Dismay 
as charity 
trees are 
trashed

GENEROUS: Lochaber High 
School fi rst and sixth year pupils 

delivered Christmas presents 
to the elderly, with the help of 

deputy head Elizabeth Gow 
and Rotary Club of Lochaber 

president Terry Lee, right, and 
club member Geoff  Heathcote. 

THE PROGRAMME for 
next year’s Lochaber Music 
Festival has been announced.

In the 42nd annual event, 
running from March 11 to 
March 17, the syllabus has 
been split into a range of in-
struments, dancing, speaking 
and singing, as well as the 
sought-after Young Musician 
of the Year award. 

A syllabus can be found at 
lochabermusicfestival.co.uk.

Paper copies are available 
from Fort William Library 
and Lochaber High School.

An entry form can also be 
found on the festival website, 
with a closing date of January 
22 and can be submitted 
online or by post to Rosemary 
Bridge, Hilbre, Arisaig, PH39 
4NU. 

Hit all the 
right notes 
at music 
festival 

Lochaber high 
pupils spread 
festive cheer 

Capital plan cash 
a silver lining

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to shorten, to 
amend or to refuse to 
print them. Names and 

postal addresses must be 
supplied, including on 
emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 

Anonymous letters or 
those supplied without a 

contact telephone number 
will not be printed. Please 
write or fax to: Letters 
page, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 

of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, 

the new-look Scots 

Heritage magazine is an 

unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  

Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

ONLY 
£15

like us on facebook www.facebook.com/obantimes

Santa visits patients and staff  of McKelvie 
Hospital, Oban, Christmas morning 1987

THIS week’s fl ashback photograph was submitted by John Hay of Airds Cottage, Taynuilt, and features Santa who, 
minus the beard, bears a striking resemblance to Malkie Fleming, visiting staff  and patients at Oban’s McKelvie 

Hospital on Christmas morning 1987. Digital versions of fl ashback photos for The Oban Times can be sent to ‘editor@
obantimes.co.uk’ or prints sent to the editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB. Anyone who wishes a print 

returned should include a stamped-addressed envelope. 

AIR STARSAICH àm na nollaige 
agus tha e nàdarra dhuinn a bhith a’ 
beachdachadh air sìth, càirdeas, agus 
subhachas. 

Nach math cothrom a bhith aig 
daoine leithid sin a dhèanamh, ach tha 
e air leth cudromach cuimhneachadh 
cuideachd air an fheadhainn nach eil 
cho fortanach. 

Saoilidh mi fhìn gun robh 
brùidealachd cogaidh nam inntinn is 
na mo chluasan barrachd am-bliadhna 
na bha riamh roimhe. Gun teagamh 
bha na cuimhneachain iomchaidh 
a rinneadh air a’ Chogadh Mhòr 
nam pàirt den adhbhar airson nam 
faireachaidhean seo, ach bha còmhstri 
a’ nochdadh air feadh an t-saoghail 
cuideachd a bha na chùis iomagain.  

’S dòcha gur e gum bheil uimhir den 
aimhreit sin a’ tachairt ann an ainm 
creideimh an rud is duiliche uile gu 
lèir, ged a tha beagan faothachaidh 
ann a bhith a’ faicinn chreidmhich ag 
àicheadh cheanglaichean sam bith ri 
ceannairc.

Thug turas goirid a rinn mi toiseach 
an t-samhraidh gu cuid de làraich a’ 
Chogaidh Mhòir anns an Fhraing ‘s a’ 
Bheilg buaidh air m’ aigne cuideachd, 

agus chan urrainn dhomh sgur a’ 
smaoineachadh air na ceudan mhìltean 
a chaill am beatha anns a’ bhlàr fhaoin 
a bh’ ann! 

Dh’fhàg sin beàrnan nach gabhadh 
dùnadh ann an coimhearsnachdan 
feadh an t-saoghail, oir mar a chithear 
gu soilleir air sreathan de chlachan-
cuimhne geala anns na cladhan a th’ air 
an gleidheadh cho snasail le Coimisean 
Uaighean Cogaidh a’ Cho-fhlaitheis ’s 
e da-rìribh cogadh saoghail a bh’ ann.  

Mìltean air an ainmeachadh agus 
mìltean eile gun ainmean idir ach 
aithnichte do Dhia.  

Mar a dh’èirich do mhòran eile, tha 
meas agamsa air na h-òrain aig a’ 
bhàrd Ìleach Donnchadh MacIain, 
agus saoilidh mi nach eil Mòd chun 
an tèid mi far nach cluinnear Tuireadh 
nan Treun agus Sìne Bhàn gan seinn.  
Thathas measail orra air sgàth a’ chiùil, 
ach tha faclan nan òran cuideachd 
nan cuimhneachain air buaidh 
chogaidhean.

Bruaillean cogaidh anns an tìr
Faic an long a’ togail sheòl,
Cluinn an druma ’s fuaim nam pìob
Faic na suinn a’ dol air bòrd.

Am feasta bidh m’ iargain gam 

lìonadh le bròn, ’S mi caoidh 
is ag iarraidh le iarrtasan mòr
Na fleasgaich òg fhiachail a shìneadh 
fon fhòid, ’S nach till rinn gu sìorraidh 
a dh’innseadh dhuinn sgeòil.

Mar a thuirt mo charaid Iain 
MacPhàrlain bho chionn seachdain 
ann an Smuain na Maidne, nach bu 
mhìorbhaileach an tiodhlac Nollaige 
gun tuiteadh sìth air feadh an 
t-saoghail. Tha mi a’ guidhe Nollaig 
chridheil, shona, shòlasach dhuibh 
uile!

CHRISTMAS generates excesses but 
it also triggers thoughts of peace. 

While the sacrifices and futility 
of the Great War are being rightly 
recognised, it is a tragic reality that 
mankind has not learned from the 
horrors of war, and strife and terror 
continue with much of it in the name 
of religion. 

But where the nations of the world can 
finally agree to save the environment 
is it just possible that they could also 
agree to world peace?

What a Christmas gift that would be!    
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)

ailean@obantimes.co.uk  

Charlie MacColl - a true 
gentleman 
I WAS very sad to hear last week of the 
passing of Charlie MacColl. 

He was a great friend to many in 
Glasgow and barely a ceilidh has gone 
by over the last few months without 
people asking after his health. 

Charlie was a committed stalwart of 
the Mòd, a superb Gaelic singer and a 
true gentleman. 

While this column usually permits 
me only to write about Glasgow, I will 
always think of back home in Lochaber 
when I remember Charlie. 

He was convener of Mòd Lochabair 
in 2007 - the Mòd that inspired me to 
compete for the first time, aged 13. 

I have said many times that, had it not 
been for that Mòd, I may not still be 
singing in Gaelic today. 

Charlie was instrumental to the suc-
cess of that Mòd and, therefore, I will 
forever be grateful to him. 

I will always recall him singing great 
songs such as Rubha Bhatairnis, Eilidh 
and Filoro, whether on a lorry in Fort 
William High Street, in the West End 
Hotel or in a bar at one national Mòd 
or another - at which he was always in 
such fine form. 

I’m sure his family are in the thoughts 
and prayers of so many down here in 
Glasgow, who counted Charlie as a 
dear friend. 

Trail West say ‘thank 
you’ at special gig 

ON FRIDAY January 9, Tiree band 
Trail West will host a one-off gig in 
Glasgow University’s Queen Margaret 
Union.

The event is being held to thank 
everyone who donated to their crowd-
fundraising campaign after their van 
was stolen from a street in the west end 
of Glasgow with all their PA gear and 
many of their instruments inside. 

In the aftermath of the robbery, the 
Highland and island community came 
together in extraordinary fashion 
to help the boys out. There wasn’t a 
Facebook or Twitter page that wasn’t 

sharing the boys’ cause, and their plight 
was widely covered in the local press. 

Within no time of setting up the fund-
raising page, they had raised enough 
money to cover the cost of replacing 
everything they had lost. 

It is a great story of a community 
coming together to support its own; 
and the gig is a great chance for those 
who donated to come together again.

Myself and my Skipinnish compadre 
Ross Wilson are thoroughly looking 
forward to appearing with the boys.
Martin and Daniel Gillespie from 
Skerryvore are also going to be giving 
a few tunes. 

Trail West will have their line up 
expanded for the evening by two more 
pipers - Kyle Orr from Benderloch 

and Micheal Steele from South Uist.
When the band take to the stage, they 
are bound to be greeted with a massive 
welcome from the crowd. 

What’s on

Thursday December 31: Park Bar 
Hogmanay Celebrations with Trail 
West. Drotieach Social, Gealbhan na 
Callaine in Sutherland’s Bar in the 
Argyll Hotel, 973 Sauchiehall Street.
Saturday January 9: The Glasgow 
Skye Association New Year Fam-
ily Cèilidh in the Crawford Hall. 
Trail West and Friends Crowd-
funding Thank You Dance in the 
Queen Margaret Union at Glas-
gow University, 9.30pm to 1am.

GREAT FRIEND TO MANY: Charlie MacColl.

Any memories of plan 
for mountain carving?
Sir,
A number of years ago a group of high-
powered Edinburgh wine-bar-stool 
romantics turned up in the vicinity of 
Loch Awe with a scheme to carve a 
massive figure of the legendary Ossian 
on the side of Ben Cruachan turning 
the mountain into a sort of American 
Mount Rushmore. 

A public meeting was held and I 
gather the scheme, estimated at more 
than £20 million, was rejected. 

Undaunted the same group has, 
apparently, now alighted on a site 
on the Morvern peninsula within an 
Special Area of Conservation and a 
Site of Special Scientific Interest. 

I would be grateful to hear from any 
reader who may have information on 
the original Ben Cruachan plan or 
who remembers attending the public 
meeting at which it was thrown out.

Iain Thornber, Morvern, Argyll.

High time SNP stopped 
the blame game 

Sir,
Local services are set to suffer again 
after the Scottish Government decided 
pass the buck on to councils through 
budget cuts.

As part of its recent budget the SNP 
has slashed funding for every one 
of Scotland’s 32 local authorities by 
£300m.

In 2015/16 the Scottish Government 
allocated £9.9 billion to local 
authorities but that figure has dropped 
significantly to just £9.6 billion in 
2016/17.

Councils will now be forced to make 
their own tough decisions to protect 
local services which are all set to be hit 
by the huge cuts.

The reduction in funding will also 
have an effect on jobs, economy and 
local communities across Scotland.

The Scottish Government has also 
rejected the chance to increase the size 
of its budget through tax changes after 
finance secretary John Swinney said 
the rates would stay the same.

If the SNP is truly against austerity, 
why doesn’t it put up taxes and/or 
lift the council tax freeze to plug the 
funding gap? 

While I would not support 
increasing taxes on Scottish families, 
it’s perplexing the SNP is so quick 
to complain about Westminster’s 
spending choices when it is choosing 
not to raise taxes but instead to 
cut spending. 

It’s high time the SNP took 
some responsibly and stopped trying 
to always pass the blame on to 
Westminster and our local councils.  

Alastair Redman, Islay.

Thanks for support 
and kindness

Sir,
I would like to express thanks for all 
the support and kindness shown to my 

wife, Patricia, who took unwell in a taxi 
on the way to hospital.

It was a very cold night and many 
people helped in their own way. Once 
again, a big thank you.

G M Sinclair, Dunbeg.

Humans can’t control 
global warming

Sir,
A global meeting to stop planet earth 
warming up?

How are humans going to control the 
weather? 

Thousands of years ago, if not a lot 
more, when there was no such thing 
as cars or industries, no emmisions I 
guess, except from animals, there were 
far worse fluctuations in the evolution 
of the world and in its behaviour.

Now as we are only a tiny spec in the 
proceedings, there is no way on earth 
humans can ever control that.

A few years ago I went have a look 
at a futile effort on South Uist, which 
I know very well.  I had to laugh to 
myself, as I do now after the meeting 
in France. All I can say is it seems King 
Canute’s spirit is still out there, but they 
all really need to get a life on this one. 

And to me that means more 
spirituality, and not secularity, 
or extreme leftie ideas  trying  to 
blackmail folk with politics in order to 
raise taxes and keep the quangos alive. 

Agus deagh Nollaig, agus Bliadhna Ur 
Mhath. 

Angus Campbell, 
Garrynamonie,  South Uist.

AT CHRISTMAS time amongst 
the bustle and business of ‘being 
organised’ there is, or was, a simple 
story that united everyone - the birth 
of a child in Bethlehem.

A belief in the deity or otherwise 
of that child does not deny the fact 
historical evidence points to his 
birth as recorded in a census. He was 
born in a time of great migrancy in 
the Middle East. Mary and Joseph 
were part of a social experiment 

of moving people back to where they 
started, rather than where they were 
living at the time. It is surprising how 
little the world has changed. The world 
is still unsettled and bound by borders, 
colour, wealth and religion.

Throughout 2015, The Oban Times has 
told the stories of Argyll people and 
how they have risen to the challenge,  
supporting people across the globe and 
at home.

Peggy MacCuish was a grandmother 

who spent the last months of her 
own life gathering essential items for 
children born into poverty. 

In doing so, she saved the lives of 
at least three babies she will never 
meet.

This is surely the real meaning of 
life, not just Christmas. 

If there is little else to celebrate 
this Christmas – why not celebrate 
the wonderful kindness that has 
been shown to others.

JAMIE 
MCGRIGOR

Highlands & 
Islands MSP

Contact Jamie at 
his Regional Office: 

61 Chalmers St, 
Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX. 
Tel: 01546 606586.

or e-mail:
Email: jamie.mcgrigor.msp@

scottish.parliament.uk

MIKE MACKENZIE
MSP Highlands and Islands
Surgery at 31 Combie Street

Friday 8th January
13:30pm - 15:30pm

Contact Mike at his Parliamentary 
and Constituency Office at 
31 Combie Street, Oban.  
Telephone 01631 571359 

or e-mail: 
mike.mackenzie.msp@
scottish.parliament.uk

www.mikemackenzie.org

Ian Blackford
MP for Ross, Skye and 
Lochaber
Merry Christmas & 
Happy New Year
Tel: 01349 866397

Email: ian.blackford.mp@parliament.uk

Twitter: @IBlackfordSNPMP

Facebook: facebook.com/IanBlackford.SNP

Web: http://ianblackford.com

29 High Street

Dingwall, IV15 9RU
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Merry Christmas and a happy new year

THE FUTURE of Fort 
William Community Council 
is in jeopardy as long-serving 
members consider leaving.

During crisis talks, members 
of the volunteer group have 
said they feel they are not 
making progress, are ‘ignored’ 
by Highland Council and that 
the town takes second place to 
Inverness over new facilities 
and opportunities.

At a meeting held last week, 
members voted unanimously 
for a motion issued by acting 
chairman Drew Purdon, saying 
they had ‘no faith’ in the local 
authority.

This comes after the 
community council raised 
objections to the design 
of two new projects in the 
town, Lundavra Primary 
School and new council 
offices at the former Fort 
William Secondary School 
on Achintore Road, both of 
which were approved by the 

HIGHLAND communities 
continue to view their neigh-
bourhood as a safe place to 
live. 

According to a Highland 
Council survey, 96.8 per cent 
of  1,021 respondents view 
the area within 15 minutes’ 
walk from their home as very 
or fairly safe. The results 
came from the local authori-
ty’s Citizens Panel, designed 
to be representative of the 
adult population in the 
Highland region. Residents’ 
top concerns highlighted in 
the survey were road safety, 
alcohol abuse, drug abuse 
and antisocial behaviour.

Councillor Hamish Fraser, 
chairman of Highland 
Council’s Communities and 
Partnership committee, said: 
‘It is reassuring to see the 
vast majority of people feel 
safe. However, there are a 
small minority of people who 
tell us they don’t feel safe. 
We need to understand what 
else can be done in those 
communities.’ 

A VIDEO has been released 
promoting Lochaber as a world-
class tourist destination. 

The ‘diary’ by Lochaber Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Outdoor 
Capital of the UK brand,  shows 
things to do, how accessible the 
area is and the vast range of 
accommodation and hospitality. 

This is the second video of 
its kind and shows outdoor 
journalist and blogger Fiona 
Russell exploring Lochaber, 
from mountain biking to wildlife 
watching, as well as visiting a 
range of accommodation open to 
all budgets. 

Included in the clip is stunning 
footage of mountain biking and 
climbing, as well as spectacular 
scenery across the whole region. 

Frazer Coupland, destination 
manager for the chamber of com-
merce, said: ‘The great outdoors 
means something different to 
everyone and we believe that the 
Outdoor Capital of the UK has 
something to suit every visitor. In 
this diary we showcase the huge 
variety of active experiences 
available to the wide range of 
people who already visit the area 
or to those who maybe consider-
ing a visit with a group of friends; 
all set against some of the most 
magnificent backdrops around.’ 

The video can be found on 
outdoorcapita ld ia r ies .c om, 
alongside blogs written by locals 
sharing their experiences of what 
Lochaber has to offer. 

PEOPLE are being encouraged 
to recycle as much as possible 
over the festive period. 

Allan Henderson, chairman of 
Highland Council’s community 
services committee, said: ‘Tak-
ing full advantage of adding 
these extra items to blue 
bins is not only good for the 
environment but will also save 
space in people’s refuse bins. 
By increasing the amount we 
recycle, we are saving council 
taxpayers’ money as landfi lled 
material costs Highland Coun-
cil nearly £150 a tonne.’ 

Councillor Henderson also 
encouraged people to recycle 
glass jars and bottles at recy-
cling centres. 

Anyone who has a Friday 
collection will have their bins 
emptied on Tuesday Decem-
ber 22 and 29. Those with a 
Tuesday collection will have 
bins emptied on the previous 
Saturday, December 26. 

A NEW flight connecting the 
Highlands to Europe has been 
welcomed. 

Airline operator KLM will 
provide a daily link from 
Inverness to Schipol Airport, 
Amesterdam, starting from 
May next year. This will be in 
addition to the service already 
provided by FlyBe.

Audrey Sinclair, chairwom-
an of Highland Council’s 
Planning, Development and 
Infrastructure Committee, 
said: ‘This is excellent news. 
The new service will greatly 
enhance our connectivity in 
the Highlands with better ac-
cess to important internation-
al hubs. It builds on the good 
news of the new Heathrow link 
starting in May. These links 
could significantly boost our 
economy in the Highlands and 
help us attract more people to 
do business here.’

Margaret Davidson, leader 
of the council, added that the 
new link would benefit every-
where in the Highlands, not 
just Inverness: ‘The Highlands 
is already a popular tourist 
destination and better inter-
national links with Inverness 
Airport can help us maximise 
this potential right across the 
region.’ 

TIMESLINEFuture of community council in 
jeopardy as membership falters 

local authority. The group is 
also a long-term campaigner 
of a new ‘Caol link road’ to 
ease congestion on the A82, 
currently the only road in or 
out of the town centre.

Mr Purdon said: ‘Enough is 
enough. We can’t go on like 
this and I don’t want us coming 
back two, three or four months 
into the future and nothing has 
changed.

‘This is the largest town in 
the Highlands but we have 
been ignored since Highland 
Council came into being in 
1996 and we are still being 
ignored. 

‘It’s a sad occasion when 
we have to criticise a local 
authority which seems to 
ignore what we’re trying to do 
but we’re always told there’s no 
budget for things that we need 
here but there always seems to 
be money for Inverness.’

Patricia Jordan, acting 
secretary and member of 
the community council for 
25 years, agreed with Mr 
Purdon’s frustrations: ‘I was 

disappointed at the elections 
last month that we didn’t 
have anyone new coming 
forward. There’s total apathy 
in the community about what 
happens at these meetings.

‘This has been a really good 
community council in the past 
which has achieved a huge 
number of things. Part of 
that has been able to work in 
partnership with councillors 
and officials but that has been 

lost in the last few years. I feel 
that now nobody pays any 
attention to us.’

Former chairman Neil Clark 
took his concerns one step 
further and said he would 
leave the group if he didn’t see 
changes. This could mean the 
end as the council currently 
only has eight members out 
of 12 and another resignation 
could see it fold altogether.

Mr Clark said: ‘I struggled 
with whether or not to stand for 
election this year. When I saw 
the council might not continue, 
with a lack of members, I didn’t 
want that to happen, but I have 
been disillusioned for quite a 
while. 

‘I have had enough and 
will have to see convincing 
commitment to some of the 
projects we support because 
otherwise I’m out.’ 

The unanimously agreed 
motion stated: ‘Fort William 
Community Council has no 
faith in Highland Council and 
its centralised policies which 
injure the needs and ambitions 

of the people of Fort William. 
We do not believe there is a 
political will within the so 
called  corridors of power in 
Inverness to construct and 
implement proposals which 
would serve Fort William for 
the greater good.’

Margaret Davidson, leader 
of Highland Council, said the 
local authority was ‘genuinely 
committed to strengthening 
local democracy’. 

She added: ‘There is a 
Lochaber Area committee and 
they have a powerful persuasive 
voice in the chamber. We run a 
very inclusive open council and 
members know they can have 
their voice heard when they 
represent their community at 
all levels. 

‘We will be devolving services 
and budgets to the areas, 
including Lochaber, in the 
new financial year. Thereafter 
we will be discussing more 
service areas and budgets for 
devolution.  We also intend 
to launch a commission on 
democracy for Highland in the 

New Year and this will travel the 
Highlands to speak with local 
people, including community 
councils, to listen and I 
understand how they want to be 
involved in decision making.’

Thomas MacLennan, 
leader of the Lochaber Area 
Committee, cited the new 
projects planned as Fort 
William getting a ‘fair share’, 
despite the community 
council’s objections.

He said: ‘We as an area 
committee will continue to 
work hard with Highland 
Council in these tough times: 
by bringing old buildings to 
life, by purchasing new 21st 
century hospital sites, by 
creating home opportunities 
on redundant and vacant sites 
in the town and completing the 
£60 million revamp of schools 
throughout the town. 

‘These are the toughest 
financial times for local 
government ever, but Fort 
William can rest assured we 
will make sure we get our fair 
share.’

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Take advantage 
of recycling bins

Residents feel safe 
in the Highlands

Important role in 
tourism success 

Video diary promotes Lochaber to the worldNew flight 
to Europe 
welcomed

THE WESTERN Isles has been 
praised for its part in Scottish 
tourism this year. 

Angus Campbell, leader of 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, said: 
‘I would like to echo the words 
of Mike Cantlay, chairman of 
Visit Scotland, who recently 
praised the Outer Hebrides for 
playing a big part in Scotland’s 
tourism success in 2015. These 
islands are a shining example 
of Scotland’s amazing food and 
drink produce, as well as the 
natural environment and rich 
cultural heritage.’ 

We have been 
ignored since 
Highland 
Council came 
into being ”

Drew Purdon
Chairman, Fort William 

Community Council

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH 
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Time period for comments ends 19 January 2015
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/04289/FUL

15/04437/FUL

15/04598/FUL

15/04619/FUL

Development  Address

Camanaich, Badabrie
Corpach, Fort William

Banavie Swing Bridge
Banavie, Fort William

Druim Cottage, 18 North 
Ballachulish, Onich, Fort 
William

Land 25M West of Lois 
Mhoire, Tigh A Phuirt, 
Ballachulish

Proposal Description

Alteration to  house to form a one 
bedroom granny flat

Installation of a permanent inspection 
platform (pontoon) within the 
Caledonian Canal connected with 
the operation of the Banavie Railway 
Swing Bridge

Erection of house

Erection of proposed dwelling house

Loch Etive House, Connel, Argyll PA37 1PH  Tel: 01631 710 509

All types of building work 
undertaken

Jim and Stephen would like to thank their 
customers for their support in 2015 

and wish them a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

❄
❄

❄

❄
❄

❄

NHBC Registered Builders LORN TAXIS
Leave your car at home this Christmas

Call 01631 564744 
or 0800 915 8380

Seven seater & wheelchair access available

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year To All Our Customers

like us on facebook  www.facebook.com/obantimes
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LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION

Across
7 Informant (6)
8 Tall slim tree (6)
9 Alternative to steps (4)
10 Bombast (8)
11 Futile (7)
13 Class (5)
15 Fetch (5)
16 Distinguished (7)
18 Open air building (8)
19 Certain (4)
21 Pious (6)
22 Take without permission (6)

Down
1 Tranquility discipline (4)
2 Ship securer (9,4)
3 One to inherit (7)
4 Discomfit (5)
5 Taking advantage of circumstances (13)
6 Bells (8)
12 One who bares all in public (8)
14 Come from (7)
17 Ski trail (5)
20 Amble (4)

Social scene OLDS Christmas Dinner

Pensioners dine in style as Crerar 
Hotels’ Trust puts on festive spread

CRERAR Hotels’ Trust 
spread a some festive cheer 
when the charity donated 
£2,415 towards the Oban 
and Lorn District Senior 
Citizens (OLDS) Christmas 
dinner. 

The donation helped 
around 80 senior citizens 
celebrate the occasion in 

style at a festive dinner at the 
Oban Bay Hotel and Spa on 
December 14.

Now an annual event, the 
venue has gained a well-
earned reputation over the 
years for putting on a fantas-
tic event. The hotel provided 
a festive meal, complete with 
drinks and decorations.

OLDS regional manager 
Graham McQueen thanked 
Crerar Hotels’ Trust for its 
continued support of the 
dinner, and to D&A Munn 
Funeral Directors for pro-
viding 51 raffle prizes. 

President of OLDS Helen 
Jackson also thanked the 
trust, as well as the Rotary 

Club of Oban for providing 
funding, raffle prizes and 
transport to and from the 
dinner, and the Inner Wheel 
for providing the Christmas 
cake and raffle prizes. 

Band members Tom 
Adams, Neil Mackay and 
Michael Garvin provided 
musical entertainment 

after the three-course meal. 
Santa Claus even made an 
appearance, giving every-
one a card with £5 inside. 

A toast was also given in 
remembrance of former 
OLDS president Chrissy 
Moore, who passed away 
earlier this month. 

GAELIC STALWARTS: Runrig brothers Ruairidh and Calum MacDonald received a
MacDonald, Calum MacDona

TWO MEMBERS of Runrig have been 
presented with an award from Skye’s 
Gaelic college, Sabhal Mòr Ostaig  
(SMO) UHI.

Brothers Rory and Calum MacDonald, 
from the island, received Sàr Ghàidheal 
awards at the college’s graduation cere-
mony, following a long-running conec-
tion between the siblings and SMO. 

Links include Rory designing the first 

SMO logo, and Runrig playing in Talla 
Mhòr, the oldest part of the college 
campus. Donnie Munro, director of 
development and the arts at SMO, was 
a former member of the band and both 
Calum and Rory attended primary 
school with college principal Professor 
Boyd Robertson. 

Professor Robertson said: ‘It was 
entirely appropriate that the title of 

COMMUNITY  NOTICEBOARD
To advertise in our community noticeboard 

call 01631 568000

Advertise in 
the

Community
Noticeboard

for just £16.21
 (plus VAT)

This section is available to 
charitable organisations
 with a charity number.

All AGM’s will be placed 
on the Public Notice Page 
Please ask for details

GENEROUS: Oban Bay Hotel general manager Sharon Houston, left, gives a cheque for £2,415 to 
OLDS president Helen Jackson. 17_t51olds01

Runrig brothe
with Sàr Ghàid

TICKETS for ceilidh 
music’s most exciting new 
event have gone on sale – 
with many expected to be 
snapped up as Christmas 
gifts.

Cowal Highland Gath-
ering’s inaugural ‘Gig 
at the Gathering’ was 
so successful this year 
that the organisers have 
wasted no time in once 
again signing up some of 
the country’s best bands 

for the 2016 event. World 
famous ceilidh band 
Skipinnish – who had the 
crowd rocking from their 
very first note to the very 
last this summer – will be 
back by popular demand 
to headline next year’s 
Gig.

They’ll be supported 
during the four-hour 
extravaganza by ev-
er-popular local band 
Heron Valley, as well as 

Trail West from Tiree, 
winners of the 2013 
Scottish Dance Band of 
the Year.

Next year’s Cowal 
Highland Gathering 
runs from Thursday 25 to 
Saturday 27 August.  

For more information 
about the event or to 
buy tickets, please visit 
the Gathering’s website 
at www.cowalgathering.
com.

Gig at the Gathering

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Merry 
Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
from Inger 
and Fritz
Olsen, 
Fife.

Fasnacloich Gun Club
Iain MacLeod 

memorial Shoot
Saturday 26th December. 11.00 start like us on facebook www.facebook.com/obantimes

Kilmallie Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7EN. 01397 701078
Sammy, Anne & Staff Wish all their Customers 

Very Best Wishes for the Festive Season

Open: Mon - Fri: 5pm – 11pm   Sat: 4pm – 11pm
Serving fine fish & chips in Lochaber since 1981

FRESHLY BAKED 9’ PIZZAS, 
CHILDRENS MENU, BAKED 

POTATOES, KEBABS 
(GLUTEN FREE BATTER AVAILABLE. 

Call 30 minutes in advance)
Mr Simpson, 

Dunmar Court 
wishes all friends 

and neighbours, old 
and new a Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Willie and Marek 
Madej would like to 

wish all their relatives 
and friends a Merry 

Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

SEASONS GREETINGS SEASONS GREETINGS

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
To all friends 
and family on 
the mainland 
and Tiree for 
Christmas and 
New Year.
The MacPhail 
family, 
Clachan, 
Farm, 
Tiree.
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community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057
MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 

Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 

1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 Drivetime With Danni 

Hay, 1900 Rosie’s Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 

2100 David Cullen

TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 

Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 

1330 The Quiz with Danni Hay, 1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 

1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 1900 Sounds Scottish with  

Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine 

Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 

Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with Doug 

Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 

with Campbell and Coll, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & 

Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 

Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 

with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 

2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and 

Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Weekend Warmup with 

Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 

Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 

2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY: 0900 Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live 

with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the 

Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 

Allan, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with Ken 

Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 2100 

Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

on

e 

Fri 25th – Thurs 31thDecember 2015
Hector (15) 107 mins
Mon, Tue, Wed: 17.30, Thu: 14.45
Hector – 107mins - Hector has been living on the 
motorways for years. His once comfortable family life 
has been replaced by a never-ending tour of service 
stations that offer him shelter, anonymity, washing 
facilities and food. The story follows his journey south 
from Scotland on his annual pilgrimage to a tem-
porary Christmas shelter in London where he finds 
comfort, friendship and warmth. Over the course of 
his Homeric journey, Hector decides to reconnect with 
his long estranged past. As his previous life catches 
up with him, the story of how he came to be leading a 
marginal life begins to emerge.

Krampus (15) 118 mins
Sat, Sun: 17:00, Mon, Tue, Wed: 20:30, Thu: 16:45
Krampus – 118mins - When his dysfunctional family 
clashes over the holidays, young Max (Emjay Anthony) 
is disillusioned and turns his back on Christmas. Little 
does he know, this lack of festive spirit has unleashed 
the wrath of Krampus: a demonic force of ancient 
evil intent on punishing non-believers. All hell breaks 
loose as beloved holiday icons take on a monstrous 
life of their own, laying siege to the fractured family’s 
home and forcing them to fight for each other if they 
hope to survive.

Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force Awakens 

(12A) 156 mins
Sat, Thu: 17:30, Sun: 14:30, Mon, Tue, Wed: 12:30,17:30

3D version
Daily Except Fri, Sun: 14:30, Sun: 17:30
A continuation of the saga created by George Lucas 
set thirty years after Star Wars: Episode VI - Return of 
the Jedi (1983).

The Good Dinosaur (PG) 121 mins
Sat, Sun: 12:30,14:45, Mon, Tue, Wed: 15:15, Thu: 12:30

3D version - Daily Except Fri: 12:00
“The Good Dinosaur” asks the question: What if the 
asteroid that forever changed life on Earth missed 
the planet completely and giant dinosaurs never 
became extinct? In this epic journey into the world 
of dinosaurs, an Apatosaurus named Arlo makes an 
unlikely human friend. While traveling through a harsh 
and mysterious landscape, Arlo learns the power of 
confronting his fears and discovers what he is truly 
capable of.

The McKelvie Candle Company Ltd; Unit 9 BUKO Business Centre; 
Ashley Road; Southfields Industrial Estate; Glenrothes; Fife KY6 2SE

Fill your home 
       with fi ne fragrance

You may want to create an atmosphere that’s 
welcoming and sociable; calm and soothing ... 

or maybe evoke some nostalgic memories?
Whatever your mood there’s a 

McKelvie Fragrance that’s sure to ‘fit the bill’

You’ll find McKelvie products 
available at all these fine shops 
across the area:

Tobermory Gift Shop - Main Street, 
Tobermory

Appin Craft Shop - Port Appin

Aros - Viewfield Road, Portree

Easdale Village Shop - Easdale

Atlantic Islands Centre - Cullipool, 
Isle of Luing

Canna Community Shop - Isle of 
Canna

Ma MacKinnons Marmalade - The 
Old Smithy, Bridgend, Isle of Islay

Orsay - 2 Stevenson Street, Oban

The Ferry Shop - Fionnphort, Mull

The Green Welly Stop - Tyndrum

Loch Fyne Galleries - Harbour 
Street, Tarbert

Jura Tastival

44%vol

I HAVE fi nally been to Jura. 
It looks as though it might 
be beautiful in the autumn, 

or even in the summer, 
but on a dreary day in 

November it looked 
much like anywhere 
else in the world - 
wet.
My-friend-Dot and I 

were on a mission to 
visit every distillery 
on Islay and Jura. We 
were doing well.
Jura was closed 
when we arrived. 
But we could smell 
the delights of 

the production all 

around the village of Craig-
house.
We popped along to the 
village shop where an 
abundance of lovely things 
were for sale. The four assis-
tants were discussing the 
virtues of diff erent boxes 
of chocolate and a woman 
came in for marzipan to 
decorate her Christmas 
cake.
Eventually the distillery 
opened and we were 
allowed in to the place I 
now consider as the natu-
ral heart of the isles; Jura 
Distillery.
We were treated to a tour, 
and we were treated to the 
most wonderful company. 

The whiskies we tasted 
were excellent.
But I have found a new 
favourite. Readers will 
know I like Ledaig - but I 
love last year’s Feis Tastival 
from Jura. It is fi nished in a 
rose wine cask and it fi zzes 
on the tongue. 
Dot and I made lots of new 
friends on Islay and Jura 
and we hope to return later 
in the year - that is if the 
ASBO for the banning of 
the Manchester City game 
in the Islay Hotel is forgiv-
en. Sorry Charlie - but Man 
City on Islay - it simply isn’t 
the uisge beatha.

 Louise Glen 

Malt 

month
of the

Music and dancing to 
celebrate Christmas

n award from Sabhal Mòr Ostaig. From left: Professor Boyd Robertson, Ruairidh 
ld and Roddy John MacLeod. 

Sàr Ghàidheal was bestowed on the 
MacDonald brothers given how they 
revitalised and extended the corpus of 
Gaelic song and  how, through their rep-
ertoire with Runrig, they brought Gaelic 
music and song to the world stage and  
got people unfamiliar with the language  
to sing Gaelic songs.  

‘It was also very fitting that the award 
of Sàr Ghàidheal was conferred on Rory 

and Calum by Roddy John MacLeod in 
his last official engagement as chairman 
of the board of directors at Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig.  He and the brothers had attend-
ed Portree High School together and he 
went on to become their legal advisor 
when they established the band.’

Although the pair were unable to 
attend the event, they sent a video 
thanking the college for the award. 

BBC ALBA promises to light up 
TV screens over the Christmas 
and New Year season with a spar-
kling schedule of programmes for 
all ages. 

Entertainment, music, 
documentaries and children’s 
programming are at the fore-
front of a festive schedule that 
also includes news and sports 
coverage.

Among the highlights is The 
Switch-On, an emotional and 
poignant programme on New 
Year’s Day looking at the work 
of the Scottish Cochlear Implant 
Unit at Crosshouse Hospital, 
Kilmarnock. 

On the same evening there is 
also a delve into the world of 
piping to look at the extraordi-
nary work of local charities in 
creating the Govan Schools Pipe 
Band. The Wee Govan Pipers 
follows Scottish, Chinese and 

Nigerian children, who are all 
being given the opportunity to 
learn the pipes under the expert 
tutelage of former police pipe 
band pipers, providing Govan’s 
new multi-cultural generation a 
chance to master the traditional 
Scottish instrument renowned 
across the world. 

Continuing on the musical and 
piping theme, BBC ALBA will 
screen a documentary charting 
the life of one of Gaeldom’s 
great pipers and personalities – 
Rona Lightfoot. 

BBC Alba also offers a unique 
glimpse into the off-stage world 
of Skipinnish and follows the 
band members at work and play 
as they balance life on and off 
the road.

 Join BBC ALBA to usher in 
Christmas Day and the New 
Year. At 11pm on Christmas 
Eve, the channel has a Christ-

mas celebration of carols and 
readings from the Duncans-
burgh Macintosh Church in Fort 
William. And on Hogmanay, 
Cathy MacDonald and Kirsteen 
MacDonald will be hosting a 
Hogmanay Cèilidh, from The 
Byre at Inchyra in Perthshire. 
Joining the celebrations will be 
a host of music acts, including 
Skipinnish, Mairi MacInnes and 
the foot-stomping Glenfinnan 
Ceilidh Band. 

Margaret Mary Murray, of 
BBC ALBA, said: ‘Our festive 
programming is always a 
highlight of the BBC ALBA 
schedule and we think there is 
a real warmth to so many of the 
productions this Christmas and 
New Year. With documentaries, 
music, live sport and children’s 
programming, we hope there is 
something for all the family to 
enjoy on the channel.’

ers honoured 
dheal awards

A THREE-month festival of 
Harris Tweed is amongst events 
being included in the Year of 
Innovation, Architecture and 
Design 2016.

From festivals of light to fes-
tivals of architecture, luminous 
origami birds to Scottish crafts 
and Renaissance fashion, a stun-
ning variety of events will take 
place the length and breadth of 
the country throughout 2016.  

The Clo Mor Festival of Harris 
Tweed, taking place from Au-
gust to October, will be a truly 
sensational event that aims to 
celebrate and promote innovation 
in Harris Tweed on a national and 
international scale. The event will 
shine a spotlight on the world-

class designers working with 
Harris Tweed, whilst at the same 
time connecting local people and 
visitors to the achievements in the 
industry.

The event will include a week-
end festival of Harris Tweed 
designers, producers, demon-
strations and talks; an exhibition 
‘From the Land comes the 
Cloth’, curated by Ian Lawson, 
connecting product from top 
Harris Tweed designers with his 
highly-acclaimed photography; 
the launch of a specially-com-
missioned kinetic sculpture from 
a traditional Hattersley Loom by 
international innovators, Shar-
manka; an exclusive screening of 
a new film capturing the journey 

of the cloth from weaver’s shed to 
London Fashion Week, and once 
in a lifetime tours taking in the 
Harris Tweed landscape.

Running throughout 2016, with 
more than 400 events and exhibi-
tions, the Festival of Architecture 
is co-ordinated by The Royal In-
corporation of Architects in Scot-
land (RIAS). Announced in July, 
the festival will receive £300,000 
from the Scottish Government 
and £100,000 from VisitScotland. 

Scotland’s Year of Innovation, 
Architecture and Design will 
begin on January 1 2016.  

For more information, visit 
www.visitscotland.com/IAD2016 

Join the conversation 
#IAD2016

VisitScotland launches events 
for Year of Innovation

NEWSAGENTS
Oban Railway Station

Closed Friday 25th, Saturday 26, 
Sun 27th and closed January 1st

Amanda and Andy would like to wish all their 
customers a merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Tel: 07934 528857

SMALL PAWS 
RESCUE

Seasons Greetings 
to all our friends and 

supporters.

01852 300 362

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

www.scottishfield.co.uk
WIN LUXURY DEESIDE FAMILY BREAK

JANUARY 
ISSUE OUT
NOW

Louise Linton

Meet the real 
John Sessions
How I learnt to 
love dogs
Why we 
should ban 
Buckfast

ON LIFE  

IN THE 

CAPITAL

THE SCOTS 
INDIAN CHIEFS

OF THE BEST SCOTTISH

JOKERS OF ALL TIME10



12 NEWS Thursday 24 December, 2015 - www.obantimes.co.uk

AROUND 100 people 

attended the 10th Light Up 

A Life event recently, or-

ganised by Oban Hospice.

As part of the event, held 

on December 15, people 

were invited to remember 

someone special and spon-

sor one of the lights on the 

trees outside the Corran 

Halls.
Oban Gaelic Choir sang 

some traditional songs in 

the Gaelic tongue, as well 

as Christmas carols. 

Oban High School pupil 

Aaron Hossain also en-

tertained the crowd with a 

performance of Amazing 

Grace on the bagpipes. 

Gaelic choir conductor 

Sileas Sinclair led the 

crowd through perfor-

mances of Once in Royal 

David’s City and Hark the 

Herald’s Angels Sing. And 

readings were given during 

the service by John Mac-

kenzie, of Oban Hospice’s 

board, and Reverend Ken 

Hunter of Oban Congrega-

tional Church. 
Chairman of the Oban 

Hospice board David 

Entwistle led the event. 

He said the hospice was 

currently helping around 

45 people, including seven 

people at the hospice and 

28 in the community, who 

were suffering from a 

life-limiting illness, and 10 

carers. 
Mr Entwistle praised the 

help of the fundraising 

group, the Friends of Oban 

Hospice, which is raising 

around £30,000 every year. 

He added that while the 

focus for the future was 

more care in the communi-

ty, it was hoped to establish 

a base in the town within a 

year or two.
Iain MacIntyre gave the 

vote of thanks at the end, 

on behalf of Friends of 

Oban Hospice. 
The sponsors’ dedica-

tions will be added to the 

annual dedication book, 

which will be displayed in 

the public library in Alba-

ny Street, Oban, in the new 

year. 
Sponsor forms can still 

be obtained from: Friends 

of Oban Hospice, c/o 

Argyll Voluntary Action, 

Attention of K Black, 21 

High Street, Oban, Argyll 

PA34 4BG.

Obanites remember loved 

ones at Light Up A Life event

Oban Gaelic Choir perform during the Light Up A Life service at the Corran Halls. 

17_t52lightlife01

OBAN High School got into 

the festive spirit last week 

with its annual Christmas 

Cracker Concert. 
Held on Monday, the con-

cert showcased some of the 

musical and singing talents 

the school has to offer, with 

performances from the 

school pipe band, Gaelic 

choir and orchestra amongst 

the highlights of the evening.

Oban High School Pipe 

Band get the crowd going 

at the Christmas Cracker. 

17_t52concert01

Lochaline Primary School Nativity was held in Kiel church on 
December 10. The younger classes, (nursery and primary one to three) 
were excellent at telling the story of Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus. 

Nursery pupils at 

Dunbeg Primary held 

their Nativity play at 

the school on Friday 

in front of friends and 

family. 

17_t52dunbegnativity01

Pupils from Dunbeg Primary School got into the Christmas spirit last Thursday with some Oban Times Santa hats. 17_t52dunbeghats01

Youngsters at St Columba’s Primary School with their festive headwear, courtesy of The Oban Times. 
17_t52columbahats01

Killin Primary 

School held its 

annual Nativity play 

on December 15, to 

a packed audience 

in the McLaren Hall. 

Rockfi eld Primary School’s younger pupils performed the Nativity play last 
Wednesday. In front of all the pupils from Oban Primary Campus, the primary 
one to three pupils took the tale of Jesus’ birth and added an Oban twist to it. 

17_t52rockfi eldnat01

Park Primary School’s primary one pupils were in a holiday mood when The Oban Times visited on Monday with Santa Claus hats, as the youngsters began winding down for the Christmas holidays. 15_t52parksanta01

Donald 
Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
Accounts Preparation for companies, 

sole traders and partnerships, charities, 
income and corporation tax, VAT & 

payroll bureau.
Business plans, start up advice.

Enquiries welcomed from: 
LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS; 

SKYE AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS
Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

Wishing all our customers a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Calum MacLeod
Building Contractor Limited

Merry Christmas 
And a Happy New Year

 Brick/Blockwork  
  Render/Roughcast 
 Stonework
 Groundworks
 General Maintanance

Phone 01631 566323
Mobile 07979805407

T. BARBOUR LTD
Railway Pier, Oban

Telephone: 01631 562849

Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year to all 

our customers!

CK Satellite 
& Aerial 

Installations
I N S T A L L A T I O N S 

&  R E P A I R S

Colin wishes all 
his customers 

a Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

T.V. Problems contact 
Colin on 01631 710320 

mob. 07810 567900
Email: cksatellite@yahoo.com

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes



Nan Clark, nee MacColl, was 
born on April 17, 1918 in Oban 
at Aird’s Crescent, to a father 
from Appin and a mother from 
Kilmore. 

She was the youngest of the fam-
ily. She was a twin, but sadly her 
brother John died in infancy. She 
shared her life with four sisters, all 
of whom lived at home on the fam-
ily farm – Knipock Farm – with 
her mother and father. 

Her father, William MacColl, 
sadly passed away in his early 
50s and her mother, Annie nee 
MacPhail, brought up her daugh-
ters – as Nan says: ‘with love’.

Nan attended school at Rock-
field from age six, after spending 
an extra year on the farm with 
her father, as it was quite a 
distance for a wee one to walk to 
school every day. 

At that time there were still 
coal fires in the classrooms and 
Nan can remember janitor Don-
ald Livingstone making sure all 
the children were warm. 

Nan describes her primary 
school teacher, Miss Rankine, as 
‘thrawn’ meaning that she was a 
wilful woman. She wore her hair 
in a tight bun to the back of her 
head and rarely, if ever, smiled.

She was very strict  and cel-
ebrations of the season were 
kept to a minimum. However, at 
Christmas time she wore bright 
red lipstick.

The head teacher at that time 
– in the mid-1920s – was a Mr 
MacLeod, who was kind to Nan.

There were no school lunches 
in those days and Nan was asked 
by a friend, Bessie Johnson, to 
go to her house for ‘mince and 
potatoes’ at lunchtime.

Nan’s memories of her early 
days in Oban are very clear. She 
said they were ‘lovely and happy 
times’. She always remembered 
The Oban Times in her house – 
and she still reads it to this day.

Christmas was a good celebra-
tion – but the real social events 
didn’t take place until after the 
bells on Hogmanay.

Nan said: ‘On Christmas Eve 
we would all look for the biggest 
stocking we could find and hang 
our chosen one on a string over 
the fireplace.

‘Our ribbed stockings were big 
fishermen’s socks and they would 
hold so much. 

‘We sang a song on Christmas 
Eve: ‘Christmas Day is Christmas 
Day and Santa is on his way’.’

Far from getting many presents 
that were bought in shops, Santa 
brought them gifts such as bonnets 
and hankies with names embroi-
dered into them. Families, she 
said, bought most of the things 
that were needed from the Co-op-
erative department store in Oban.
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Remembering the good old days

A Christmas ball in Oban with Nan in the second row, standing second right  circa 1930s

This Christmas, nonagenarian Nan Clark recalls some of her memories growing up in Oban 

Nan  McColl (Clark)

Nan’s family were keen members of Oban Celtic Shinty Club.  The back of the photograph names Ian Clark, Jim Macallum, 
Malcomlm McCallum, John McKillop, Robert McKillop, Robert McGilivrary, Water Paterson, Dicky Black, MacPherson and McDonald 

and states ‘10 boys now men’.
Knipock Farm Easdale, Baldo on Stack - Johnny MacLeam, right, others not known.

Donald Clark, second right from the right, in Berlin after the end of World War II 
with friends from the same squad. 

Another Oban tradition was 
for people to gather around 
the Christmas tree in the town 
centre – Nan remembers it being 
near the train station and that it 
‘looked like the biggest tree in 
the world’ to her as a young girl.

When the lights were switched 
on, people sang Christmas songs 
and hymns.

Church was a big part of the 
celebrations at both Christmas 
and New Year when Nan was 
young. 

While her family had to walk 
for miles to get into town to take 
part in services, whatever the 
weather, they always did.

As a youngster she can remem-
ber taking part in Nativity plays 
and being in church in the small 
hours of the morning.

The minister she remembered 
vividly was Reverend William 
MacDonald, who she said was 
kind to her family. He was a par-
ish minister in the town for many 
years and was still preaching in 
the 1960s.

While many families were strug-
gling in abject poverty in Oban, 
Nan and her family lived on the 
food from the farm, often helping 
others during the war years. 

Every morning to this day,  Nan 
has a bowl of porridge with sugar, 
or Golden Syrup as it is now. As 
a girl she remembered the milk 
being brought in from the cows 
in a big brown bowl at night time 
and in the morning her mum took 
the cream from the top of the 
bowl and put it straight into the 
porridge. She said her breakfast 
was the key to long life.

For dinner on Christmas Day, 
a cockerel would be killed and 
served to the family. Her mother 
would make soup – chicken and 
rice (made from the leg of the 
chicken) – and then a full meal, 
including her mother’s home-
made trifle. 

Her mother would make a 
second trifle to be shared at New 
Year. According to Nan, first 
footing was quite an affair from 
an early age. Her father would go 
out after the bells and first foot 
other families while the women 
stayed at home. Homes were 
open to anyone until about 2am, 
then people went to bed. Howev-
er, the following day, the stream 
of visitors would start about 
lunchtime and go on all day.

First footers would come over 
the door at Glenshellach and 
shout ‘Bliadhna Mhath Ùr’, 
Gaelic for Happy New Year – 
and everyone would bring with 
them a bottle of Oban Whisky. 

‘Visitors,’ Nan said, ‘would 
then shake hands and kiss you.’ 

There would be singing in 
Gaelic and English, and story-
telling, as well as sharing the 
gossip of the day. The party 
would go on into the wee hours 
of the morning.

Nan said her mother would tell 

the girls the whisky was far too 
strong for them and instead she 
made them ginger wine. There 
was also black bun and clootie 
dumpling on offer for the many 
visitors who came to the farm-
house.

While both her parents spoke 
Gaelic, even to each other, Nan 
never learned how to speak the 
language – but she could under-
stand every word.

A common phrase used at 
that time was ‘New Year is the 
start of the world’, which people 
would say to each other.

Nan still receives visitors on 
New Year’s Day and is still par-
tial to a wee whisky.

Nan remains on the farm with 
her son Iain and says she enjoys 
the company of her friends who 
visit her – as well as the staff 
from Carer’s Direct who look 
after her and make her porridge 
every day.

Thank you to Fiona Campbell 
Smith of Carer’s Direct

Campbell’s Dairies
D.J. Campbell & Son

Achnashelloch Farm, Lochgilphead

Retailers of milk, dairy produce, potatoes and eggs

Douglas, Jean, Stewart, Yvonne 
and all the team wish their customers 

throughout Argyll & the Islands a 
Very Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year

Tel: 01546 605273



14 FEATURE Thursday 24 December, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Welcome 
 to Dollar
We are one of the UK’s 
leading independent schools.

Entry assessments for 
all age groups take place 

on 23 January 2016

The Governors of Dollar Academy Trust is a charity registered in Scotland, no SC009888

For more information:
registrar@dollaracademy.org.uk 

01259 742 511 Excellence and opportunity
Dollar, Clackmannanshire, FK14 7DU

Scholarships:

Junior Assessment & Scholarship: 
(Entry age 9 to 12) 
Date: Saturday 23rd January 2016

Third Form Scholarship: 
(Entry age 13+) 
Date: Monday 22nd 
– Thursday 25th February 2016

Registered in Scotland as a charity number SC008903

Please register for  

Open Mornings online.

www.strathallan.co.uk

Forgandenny, Perth, PH2 9EG

T: 01738 812 546

E: admissions@strathallan.co.uk

Open Mornings:

General: (Entry age 9+) 
Date: Saturday 5th March 2016 
Time: 10am start

Opportunities 
for all to excel
For more than a century, 
Strathallan School 
has stayed true to the 
vision of its founders by 
providing a rich variety 
of academic, sporting 
and extra-curricular 
activities so that every 
pupil has the opportuni-
ty to excel.

Set in 153 acres of mag-
nifi cent rural Perthshire, 
yet easily accessible from 
elsewhere in Scotland, 
the school enjoys a 
wonderful balance 
of campus buildings, 
modern residential 
accommodation and 
exceptional outdoor 
facilities. 

It’s a beautiful location; 
lush, green countryside 
with an array of outdoor 
pursuits on the school’s 
doorstep. 

Top of the class
Academically, Strathallan 
engages children. Our 
teachers are committed 
professionals who are 
experts in their fi elds 
and our achievements 
at A-level speak for 
themselves. It’s no 
surprise that many of our 
pupils move on to the 

best universities after 
their time at the school, 
with Oxford, Cambridge 
and Edinburgh popular 
destinations of choice.
In sport and the Arts, 
we have so much to 
off er. From enthusiastic 
beginners to elite 
performers, we can help 
each individual to reach 
their potential. 
We take our sport 
seriously and off er an 
extensive programme. 
Many individual pupils 
and teams compete at 
national level. At the 
same time, individuals’ 
development as élite 
athletes is supported in 
school with the specialist 
training and dietary 
regimes that are the 
cornerstone of success in 
modern sport. 
We believe the benefi ts 
of a healthy, active 
lifestyle extend into all 
areas of school life. We 
have the facilities too 
with numerous rugby 
and hockey pitches, 
tennis courts, cricket 
square and practice 
nets and our recently 
completed indoor 
multi-sport facility. It’s a 
huge playground - and 
everyone is encouraged 
to use it to the full.

Music, drama 
and dance
In our junior house, Riley, 
almost all the children 
have individual tuition 
in a musical instrument. 
They keep playing on 
through the senior 
school too and our 
musicians perform 
over 60 concerts a year 
- including performing 
for the Royal Family at 
Crathie Kirk.
Our new dance and 
drama studio will be 
completed soon adding 
to the fabulous facilities 
we already enjoy for the 
Expressive Arts. 

A caring com-
munity
Most importantly, 
Strathallan is a close, 
caring community. 
Catering for children 
aged 9 to 18, it’s a school 
where eff ort is rewarded, 
where pupils feel valued 
and happy and where 
they are given the time 
and encouragement 
to grow into capable, 
confi dent young men 
and women ready for the 
challenges that their lives 
will bring.

Dollar Academy is rec-
ognised as one of the 
UK’s leading schools. It 
is distinguished by its 
excellence in pastoral 
care, co-curricular 
provision and classroom 
teaching.
It is a day and boarding 
school for boys and 
girls aged five to 
eighteen.  Pupils study 
the Scottish curriculum 
and work towards 
Highers and Advanced 
Highers. The academic 
expectations are high 
and pupils benefit from 
the excellent resources 
available.
Dollar Academy has a 
single, 70-acre campus 
with extensive indoor 
and outdoor sports 
facilities, which include 
many acres of sports 
fields, pitches and 
courts; a well-equipped 
fitness suite; a full-
length swimming pool, 
with private pool time 
available for boarding 
pupils and a rifle 
range. The main school 

building is a striking 
neoclassical design by 
the eminent Scottish 
architect, William Henry 
Playfair, and the numer-
ous other buildings on 
campus are a mixture 
of period and modern 
design, including 
specialised teaching 
areas for Languages, 
Science, Music and 
Art large performance 
venues and first-class 
accommodation for 
boarders.
The 200-year-old 
school is famous for its 
pipe band which has 
won two consecutive 
world championship 
titles.  More than 160 
pupils practise the 
instrument and tuition 
is available at all levels, 
with the opportunity to 
participate in national 
competitions. The sight 
and sound of the pipes 
are synonymous with 
Dollar Academy. Each 
day of the summer term 
begins with the massed 
pipes and drums 

performing on the 
school lawns.
Dollar Academy is a 
very popular option 
for Scottish families. 
Entry can be arranged 
at any stage in a child’s 
education, with many
children opting to join 
before their senior 
school examination 
years. Whether you 
are considering a 
possible change in 
school for your child 
now or at some point 
in the future, this 
school is worth your 
consideration. Boarding 
scholarships and 
fee-assisted
places are available 
for hard-working and 
ambitious children.

CONTACT 
DETAILS
Entrance assessments 
for all age groups 
will take place on 23 
January 2016. 
Email registrar@
dollaracademy.org.uk 
for more information.

Lomond off ers an 
education that allows 
every student to explore 
their potential with the 
support and encourage-
ment of teachers, peers 
and the wider Lomond 
community. We impart 
traditional values in our 
students while delivering 
access to the most 
up-to-date and eff ective 
methods of learning and 
teaching, supported by 
considerable investment 
in ICT.

We were one of the fi rst 
schools in the UK to im-
plement an iPad strategy, 
which has provided every 
student from P6 to S6 
with their own personal 
iPad. It is this mix of old 
and new that has created 
our unique character 
and allows us to produce 
dynamic individuals who 
face their future with 
confi dence, resilience and 
determination.

Our boarding provision 
adds a distinctive 
dimension to the school; 
the mix of cultures and 
backgrounds enriches our 
curriculum and co-cur-
riculum, supporting all 
of our pupils to develop 
their global awareness 
and understanding. 
Like many independent 
schools we provide 
small class sizes, an 
extensive programme of 

Discover

inspiring learning

Scottish 
Charity 
SC006123

 

T: 01738 842144   
E: registrar@glenalmondcollege.co.uk
www.glenalmondcollege.co.uk

Discover Glenalmond College, a school 
with an unsurpassed tradition of 
helping each pupil make the most of 
their personal journey. A school which 
encourages each child to reach their 
academic potential while nurturing 
excellence in the classroom and beyond.

Strathallan SchoolGlenalmond College

Dollar Academy

Lomond Schools
extra-curricular activities, 
attention to the individu-
al and a strong record of 
academic achievement.

Whether they have 
lived locally all their 
lives or have joined us 
as boarders, Lomond 
pupils appreciate how 
lucky they are to live 
in a small, safe coastal 
town only 10 minutes 
from Loch Lomond and 
the Trossachs National 
Park. Our location 
makes us different and 
our students thrive in 
an environment which 

Glenalmond College has 
a well-justifi ed reputa-
tion as one of Scotland’s 
leading boarding and 
day schools, with a 
tradition of excellence 
and achievement.  The 
outstanding 300-acre 
campus just 8 miles 
from Perth provides the 
perfect environment for 
the 400 girls and boys 
aged 12 to 18 to grow 
and learn.  

The academic focus of 
the school is clear.  All 
pupils study for GCSEs 
and A levels, with a 
curriculum spanning 
25 subjects in the 
Sixth Form offering 
an excellent basis for 
entry to university and 
higher education.  Every 
year a good number of 
pupils achieve places at 
Oxford and Cambridge, 
a high proportion get 
places at Russell Group 

universities (the top 24 
UK universities).  

At Glenalmond every 
pupil is helped to 
recognise and develop 
their strengths. They are 
encouraged to develop 
a spirit of academic 
enquiry and an interest in 
learning for its own sake 
as well as to secure good 
exam grades.

Academic work is 
balanced by an extensive 
range of creative, 
sporting, social and 
adventure activities, 
with a programme of 
leadership skills training 
running throughout the 
school.  

Scholarships and 
bursaries (up to 100%) 
are available.  Scholarship 
and award assessments 
take place 22-25 February 
and full details are on the 
school’s website www.
glenalmondcollege.co.uk

opens the door to new 
experiences, and allows 
skills and talents to be 
explored.

Situated in Helens-
burgh, the school is 
ideally located for 
children from the West 

Highlands with direct rail 
links to Oban.

Arrange a visit 
today by contacting 

admissions admissions@
lomondschool.com or 
visit our website www.
lomondschool.com. 

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Your guide to

schoolsIndependen
t

Independen
t
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Agriculture , Crofting Consultancy 
& Estate Management
Livestock Records & BCMS Registrations

Tel/Fax 01631 710002  
e-mail info@agrimony.co.uk

Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year to all our customers 
from everyone at Agrimony

Agrimony Ltd

COLIN KENNEDY, 
Convenor of the Crofting 

Commission, is wishing crofters 

everywhere a Happy Christmas and a 

Prosperous New Year. 

Colin would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the crofters for their support over 

the year. He is available throughout the festive 
period please contact

Tel: 01879 230345

Over 20 years in the business of nationwide haulage to the islands and west coast.
Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames,

machinery, building supplies, wind turbine components and other heavy loads.
Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY

e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com    www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon Haulage

Merry christmas to all our customers

We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all seasons 
greetings and a prosperous  New 
Year, and we thank you for your 

custom during 2015

C. Hodge Fencing

Hodge Fencing and Argyll Woodfuels 
would like to wish all their customers 

and friends a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 

Wishing all good luck for the next year.

C. HODGE FENCING 
01631 563271 www.hodgefencing.co.uk

LAWRIE & SYMINGTON GROUP
LIVESTOCK AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS & 

ESTATE AGENTS
LANARK AGRICULTURAL CENTRE

Registered Offi  ce at
Muirglen, Hyndford Road, Lanark, ML11 9AX
Tel: 01555 662281   Fax: 01555 665638/665100

Email: lanark@lawrieandsymington.com
Website:  www.lawrieandsymington.com

COUNTRY SUPPLIES 
Tel. 01555 660099 

 Email:  countrysupplies@lawrieandsymington.com
EVENTS DEPARTMENT

Tel. 01555 662281 Ext. 208   Mobile 07836 505762
Email: events@lawrieandsymington.com

FORFAR MARKET
Tel. 01307 462651   Fax 01307 464290

Email: forfar@lawrieandsymington.com
EVENTS DEPT

Tel: 01307 462651   Mobile: 07786 086512
Email: joan@lawrieandsymington.com

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE 
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

CHRISTMAS is nearly upon us, and it is certainly start-
ing to feel that way. We had snow at the beginning of 
the month, and wild weather hit us just as heavily as it 
did the rest of Scotland. We had 155 mm of rain over 
the weekend of December 4th-6th, and so far during 
December we have had 383 mm, which is 67 mm above 
the average for the whole month. And we are only half 
way through.

Despite this, we managed to put the rams with the 
ewes, as I was saying last month, and tupping is now 
well under way. We just swapped the rams last week, 
and introduced what we called ‘chasers’ rams. Using 
the opposite breed (i.e. a Llyen with the Blackface ewes 
and a Blackface with Lleyn ewes) as ‘chaser’ helps us to 
identify which ewes got pregnant fi rst, come lambing 
time. This allows us to know which ewes needed a 
second chance to get in-lamb, or which ones missed 
the ram fi rst time round. It gives us an idea of the ewes’ 
fertility status.   It was also a good opportunity to have 
a better look at the animals and, so far, all is well. We will 
take the rams out at the beginning of next year (early 
January). The ewes will then be weighed and checked 
over again, before being put into diff erent winter 
feeding groups based on their weight and condition.

The cows are now off  the hill and safely in their shed 
here at Kirkton. We also weighed them, so that I can 
work out how much weight they will put on whilst in-
side. They were all in good condition, with an average 
weight of 537 kg for the cows and 428 kg for the heifers. 
Seventeen of our 20 cows are expecting calves, and all 
animals will stay inside for calving, which is planned for 
February next year. This will make it easier on them and 
also make it easier for me to check them and be on-call 
for any problems. 

We also recently hosted a second workshop looking 
at the two-year trial we are conducting with Soil Asso-
ciation Scotland into non-chemical control of rushes. 
You may recall that when we started the trial in the 
spring the recommendation for our site was to tackle 
the low soil pH fi rst. So back in early June I topped the 
rushes, applied lime in granular (prilled) form and then 
continued topping to stop the new growth of rushes 
setting seed. At the most recent meeting it was agreed 
that the topping was certainly helping to keep the 
rushes down, but also recognised that the application 
of lime had not resulted in any signifi cant increase in 
soil pH. So I will be applying lime again in the spring 
and will continue topping the accessible areas be-
tween now and then.  Apparently you can get good kill 
of rushes if topping is done in heavy frost – so roll on 
some cold weather!

The researchers in our hill and mountain research 
centre have also been working hard to encourage 
colleagues at institutes throughout the UK to include 
the farms in wider research networks. In particular, 
there is a lot of interest in the range of diff erent soil 
types across the farms, from the peatlands on the high 
tops down to the better land in the inbye fi elds. So, 
over the past month they have hosted separate visits 
from colleagues from the British Geological Survey, 
University of Lancaster and Centre for Ecology and Hy-
drology, with many of those visits also involving soil or 
turf samples being taken away for further analyses of 
the microbes in the soil and to see how any diff erences 
may relate to farm management.

So another year is nearly over and the New Year is 
coming quickly. The period over Christmas should be 
quiet, with our shepherds being on call, but apart from 
feeding the animals, all should be well.

From all of us at SRUC’s Kirkton and Auchtertyre 
research farms, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year!

Farming Focus  
Ewen Campbell, 

SRUC Kirkton & Auchtertyre farms manager

Rush control workshop

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

War time farm squeeze 
75 years ago
The letter, right was published in The Oban 
Times 75 years ago - in December 1940.

Britain at the time was in the grip of war, 
long before the USA joined the confl ict. 

Air raids were a constant threat, and the 
British government was determined to 
squeeze as much production as possible 
out of the land in all corners of the country.

In this letter, Mrs Gordon of Drimnin Es-
tate, Ardnamurchan, complains about the 
futility, in her view, of trying to squeeze 
more from a Highland estate that is al-
ready worked hard, while under pressure 
from fi xed prices for farm produce.

Out of interest, the 12 1/2 pence received 
for her wool in 1940 is the equivalent of £3 
in today’s money.

AS THE latest far-reach-
ing Land Reform Bill 
works its way through the 
Scottish Parliament, an 
MSP representing Argyll 
has aimed both barrels at 
elements of the proposed 
legislation. 

Speaking last week as 
the bill was debated in 
the Scottish Parliament, 
Conservative MSP, 
Jamie McGrigor, said: 
‘There has been a lot of 
rhetoric from the Scottish 
Government and its 
political supporters over 
land reform and land 
ownership, so I want to 
start by putting two basic 
facts on the record. 

‘Fact one - private 
landowners currently 
contribute significantly 
to the Scottish economy, 
as economic studies have 
shown, and there are 
many examples of good 
practice and significant 
investments being made 
which are helping to 
sustain jobs, provide 
affordable rural housing 
and boost economic 
growth in often fragile 
and remote rural com-
munities. All of us should 
welcome this. 

‘Fact two - the costs 
of maintaining land 
and estates in good 
order are very signifi-
cant; drainage, fencing, 
upkeep of agricultural 
and domestic buildings, 
cross-compliance issues, 
to name just a few, are all 
practical costs. In many 
cases these costs would 
fall on the public purse 
if ownership was trans-

Getting the best out of EBVs

QUALITY Meat Scotland (QMS), in con-
junction with SAC Consulting, a division of 
Scotland’s Rural College (SRUC), is off ering 
commercial beef farmers the opportunity 
to attend free workshops on Estimated 
Breeding Values (EBVs). 

The three workshops, being held in Pe-
terhead on January 12, Lanark on January 
27 and Dumfries on January 28, are being 
led by SAC Consulting’s beef specialist 
team and will help producers gain a better 
understanding of EBVs and how to select 
bulls for specifi c purposes on the farm. 

Potential buyers will also benefi t from 
the day as there will be a session on under-
standing health cards and an opportunity 
to work with catalogue fi gures in prepara-
tion for the imminent bull sales.

EBVs provide information on which 
bulls will breed calves that will maximise 
returns for the store producer and fi nisher. 

The performance information is available 
to allow bulls to be chosen for their ability 
to produce good milky replacement heif-
ers, judge which bulls are best to be used 
with heifers to avoid calving diffi  culties 
and see which bulls are the best to use for 
beef production.

Jamie McGrigor MSP a52_mcgrigor03no

McGrigor takes aim at land reform bill 

ferred from individuals 
and this must be factored 
in to decisions on land 
tenure. When there is 
such pressure on public 
expenditure this is a very 
serious consideration.’

He went on to say that 
he believed a community 
ownership could play a 
positive part in land man-
agement, but so too did 
private land ownership. 

Mr McGrigor expressed 
his party’s support for 
proposals in the bill to 
increase community en-
gagement, but continued: 
‘I share the concerns 
expressed in relation to 
aspects of part five of the 
bill around community 
right to buy. It is to be 
regretted that this risks 
stopping investment 
from estates and that 
these provisions could 
impact on landowners 
who already manage 

their land well, whether 
through agriculture, 
forestry, sporting or any 
other land-based activity. 

‘We are all aware that, 
with the Salvesen-related 
claims, we are in the 
midst of the fallout of 
a previous breaching of 
the European Court of 
Human Rights as a result 
of previous land reform 
legislation. How big does 
the Scottish Government 
think the compensation 
bill will be for settling 
claims and what assess-
ment have ministers 
made of the cost of future 
compensation claims if 
certain provisions in the 
bill are passed as they 
stand or indeed taken 
further? 

‘On part six, the rein-
troduction of non-do-
mestic rates for shootings 
and deer forests, I have 
serious concerns that 

imposing extra taxes 
on rural businesses is a 
retrograde step that can 
only lessen the viability 
of enterprises that em-
ploy people in some of 
our most under-pressure 
rural communities. 

‘I couldn’t agree more 
with the NFUS briefing 
which states that ‘any 
land reform must focus 
on what is done with the 
land, rather than who 
owns it’. 

‘I also concur with 
Alex Fergusson about 
the need to revisit the 
Agricultural Holdings 
section outwith this bill 
because, as drafted, it 
cannot achieve the twin 
aims of reinvigorating 
the tenanted sector while 
creating an availability of 
land if it is encouraging 
an environment that 
discourages the amount 
of land available.’

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Slàinte
Mhath

Dhuibh Uile
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TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 

CALL: 01631 
568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

VAUXHALL COMBO 
VAN 1.3 cdti

Tel: 01880 820006 or 07880795164

2010 plate, timing chain, 12 month 

MOT, 78,000 miles, excellent 

condition.

£3100 o.n.o. 

FORD FIESTA

Tel: 01852 314234

1.3litre

2007 plate, 5 door, 

petrol, MOT August.

51,000 miles

£2000 o.n.o

SCORPA SY 175CC 

Tel: 01852 314234

F 2007

Used for basic trialing 

(non-competition)

£750 o.n.o

SCORPA SY 250CC  

Tel: 01852 314234

Trials 2006

Used for basic trialing 

(non-competition)

£1000 o.n.o

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE

WORK CARRIED OUT FOR 
ALL MAJOR INSURANCE 

COMPANIES

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Glengallan Industrial Estate, Oban
Tel: 01631 566009

email: info@cjautos-oban.co.uk

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
from

MOTORS LTD
FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING 

NEEDS CONTACT
01631 566476 or 01586 552320
OBAN AND CAMPBELTOWN

Slipway Autos Ltd
New and Used Car Sales

Specialist in VW / SEAT & Skoda

Slipway Autos Ltd, Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
Mobile - 07956 764375 (Martin - Salesman)

All garage services - MOT Testing (classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing & Repairs and body work repairs

Merry Xmas & Happy New Year 
to all our customers

W D Semple would 
like to thank all our 
customers and wish 

them Seasons Greetings 
and a Happy & 

Prosperous New Year.

• Car & Light Van Body Repairs
• Insurance and Private Work

Wishes all customers a very Happy Christmas 
& prosperous New Year.

Thank you for all your support.

Tel: 01631 569441  Quarry Road, Oban, PA34 4DP

2001 Fiat Punto 
3dr hatchback

Tel: 07899 787276

Good running order

MOT failure, ideal island car

£350 o.n.o. 
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FIREWOOD

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550

PAINTING & DECORATING

WINDOWS AND DOORS PLUMBING AND ELECTRICS

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY

STOVES

CONTRACT CLEANING

Out of Your Hands 
One-off clean or contract services 

Fully insured, cleaning and 
property management 

company in Argyll.
Holiday property management 

including turn-around,
 maintenance and management.

• Domestic 
• Commercial 
• Industrial

For further information contact us on 07789685431
Out of Your Hands, 3 Hillfoot Street, Dunoon, 

OBAN BLINDS

WANTED 

FORESTRY 

OPERATORS
must have 

PA1/PA6. 

Telephone 

Duncan 

07748845565

Oban area.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION 

OF COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the follow-
ing Common Grazings on 
the Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Uragaig Common Graz-
ings, Colonsay
Registration Number: 
CG207

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of this 
advert and should be made 
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
FIRST REGISTRATION 

OF COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the follow-
ing Common Grazings on 
the Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Balinoe Common Grazings, 
Tiree
Registration Number: CG214

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of this 
advert and should be made 
directly to the Land Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.crofts.
ros.gov.uk/register/home

WEST COAST 
CLASSIFIEDS

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

REQUIRE

QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
AND QUALIFIED PLUMBER

DRIVING LICENCE ESSENTIAL
WRITTEN APPLICATIONS OR C.V. TO

MacLeod Construction Ltd
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphead PA31 8RR

e-mail – lil@mkmacleod.co.uk

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is currently recruiting for the 
following seasonal positions:

Third Offi cers, Third Engineers, 
Deck Ratings and Retail Staff
Calmac Ferries Ltd is a multi-award winning business serving some of the most beautiful parts 
of Scotland. With over 30 ferries, we provide lifeline services to the islands and peninsulas on 
Scotland’s West Coast.

Our excellent benefi ts package includes a competitive salary plus a generous annual leave 
entitlement. You could also take advantage of free ferry travel for you and your family. 

To view further details of all our current vacancies, and details of how to apply, please visit our 
website at www.calmac.co.uk/careers 

Caledonian MacBrayne Crewing (Guernsey) Limited is an equal opportunities employer.

Closing date for all posts: 8 January 2016.

To apply visit our website

Refuse Collector (Temporary)
£15,665 - £16,591  Lochgilphead Ref: DVR00529

Senior Economic Growth Offi cer (Full-time permanent) 
£36,151 - £39,582  Lochgilphead Ref: DVE00227  

Development Offi cer (LEADER/EMFF) (Full-time temporary 

until 31/12/20) 
£24,563 - £26,844  Location negotiable Ref: DVE00225  

Compliance Offi cer (LEADER/EMFF) (Full-time temporary until 

31/12/20) 
£24,563 - £26,844  Location negotiable Ref: DVE00223 

 

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR REFUSE COLLECTION 

ARRANGEMENTS 
OBAN AND LORN 
Refuse and recycling collections due on Friday 25th December will be collected on Sunday 27th December.

Refuse and recycling collections due on Friday 1st January will be collected on Sunday 3rd January.

Moleigh Recycling and Civic Amenity Site will be closed on 25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January.

MULL AND IONA 
Refuse and recycling collections due on Friday 25th December will be collected on Saturday 26th December.

Refuse and recycling collections due on Friday 1st January will be collected on Saturday 2nd January.

Glengorm Recycling and Civic Amenity Site will be closed on 25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January.

TIREE
Collections due on Monday 4th January will be collected on Wednesday 6th January.

Gott Bay Recycling and Civic Amenity Site will be closed from 25th – 28th December and from 1st - 4th January.

Information is also available on the Council website and from your local office.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 

Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 

open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02883/PP Erection of two dwellinghouses. Plot 1 and Plot 4 Land North of Arle 
Farm Cottage Aros Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

15/03129/PP Construction of run-of-river hydro electric 
scheme

Glen Noe Estate Loch Etive Taynuilt 
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

15/03188/PP Change of use of storage building to form 
dwellinghouse, erection of extensions, 
alterations to access bellmouth, formation 
of new driveway and installation of septic 
tank and soakaway

Land South of Craigneuk Benderloch 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA37 1RT 

Sub Post Office 
Connel

15/03239/PP Installation of biomass boiler cabin with 
associated flue

Tobermory High School Argyll Terrace 
Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 
PA75 6PB

Tobermory Area 
Office

15/03240/PP Installation of biomass boiler cabin with 
associated flue

Tiree High School Cornaigmore Isle of 
Tiree Argyll and Bute PA77 6XA 

Tiree Area Office

15/03247/PP Installation of biomass boiler cabin with 
associated flue

Park Primary School Kerrera Terrace 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 5AU

Oban Area Office

15/03248/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Plot 3 Arle Farm Tobermory Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute PA72 6JS 

Sub Post Office 
Aros Isle of Mull

15/03260/PP Erection of beach hut for Blackhouse 
Watersports (retrospective)

Land North East of Braehead 
Balevullin Beach Balevullin Isle of Tiree 
Argyll and Bute PA77 6UA 

Tiree Area Office

15/03288/PP Erection of extension to existing shore 
base cabin

Scottish Sea Farms Ltd Shuna Cabin 
Appin Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Connel

15/03318/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Garden Ground of Jarew (Plot 1) 
Fishnish Craignure Isle of Mull 
PA65 6BA

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

15/03319/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Garden Ground Of Jarew (Plot 2) 
Fishnish Craignure Isle of Mull 
PA65 6BA 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

15/03321/PP Erection of two dwellinghouses Land East of The Baptist Church 
Bunessan Isle of Mull Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan 
Isle of Mull

15/03364/PP Erection of beach hut for Blackhouse 
Watersports (retrospective)

Land South East of The Bungalow 
Ruaig Gott Bay Isle of Tiree Argyll and 
Bute PA77 6UA 

Tiree Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 

RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/03058/PP Erection of extension Garragh Mhor Ellenabeich Isle of Seil 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4RF 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

15/03130/PP Erection of extension Iona Primary School Isle of Iona Argyll 
and Bute PA76 6SJ 

Sub Post Office Isle 
of Iona

15/03145/PP Erection of wooden shed Ferry Shed Easdale Island Argyll and 
Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

15/03156/PP Erection of porch 101 Easdale Island Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA34 4TB 

Sub Post Office 
Balvicar

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday 

to Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening 

times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 

applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 

any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/03310/PP Renewal of planning permission 
reference 12/02775/PP - Erection of two 
dwellinghouses

Land South West of Garta Ghoban 
Machrins Isle of Colonsay Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Isle of Colonsay

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 

https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 

Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

 BUILDING / DIY

 DOMESTIC PETS
COLLIE PUPS black, white 
and tan.  Working parents, born 
21.10.2015.  3 dogs, contact 
S McKillop.  Telephone 07876 
225665².

 HIGHLAND DRESS
JACKET AND WAISTCOAT 
Prince Charlie jacket and waist-
coat, size 38-40,  £50 Telephone 
01397 702284.
MONTROSE DOUBLET good 
condition,  £50 Telephone 01397 
702284.
TREWS Cameron Highlander 
trews, 3 pairs, 34" waist,  £25 a 
pair Telephone 01397 702284.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, Blue & Pink colours in stock 
available in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 
13p per sheet. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALENDARS, 
featuring spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic lochs, 
rivers, beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort Wil-
liam, Glencoe, Aberdeen, Isle 
of Skye, Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family and friends 
at home or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

OBAN TIMES WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous views of the 
West Highlands portrayed in this 
handy and conveniently sized cal-
endar. Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, Machriha-
nish, Fort William.  Ideal for home 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk

 OUTDOOR 
SPORTS 

EQUIPMENT
GOLF CLUB Ladies Gems Calla-
way, right hand, Big Bertha steel-
head no 3 wood, ladies gems 
99 shaft, good Callaway grip, in 
good condition,  £15 Telephone 
01631 720559.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

COLOUR PHOTOCOPYING A4/
A3 single/double sided, reduce/

disk or by email. A4 copies from 
25p. Call Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.
ENVELOPES Wide range of siz-
es and colours, sold individually 
or by the box. Contact Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 TRAILERS

 WANTED
COPPER, BRASS, LEAD batter-
ies etc. Cars uplifted for a fee. 
Garage clearances. Telephone 
07435 589701².
DOG KENNEL REQUIRED with 
run approx 3 metres x 1 metre 
wide.  Buyer will collect.  Tele-
phone 07771 947061².
MEDIUM SIZED CAR TRAILER 
good condition. Can email me 
at r.muir2012@btinternet.com or 
call.  Telephone 07979 396436².

WOODEN 
GATES

£115.50
Telephone 01546 830270.

Two wooden gates 9ft 
by 3.5ft. Suit driveway 

Harbour

CAR 
TRAILER

£115.50
Telephone 01546 830270.

Strongly built trailer on 
van axle. 

Suit car or van.

Network Maintenance 
Operator
Lochgilphead  Ref: 5076

The main duties of this role is to carry out emergency 
repairs and planned routine maintenance and 
inspections of network infrastructure including 
repairs of burst pipes and/or clearing blocked/
choked sewers and pumping station repairs, etc.

The post holder will deal with customers, internal 
clients and local authorities on a day to day basis 
ensuring they are well informed of work being carried 
out and that there is minimal disruption to services.

A Driving Licence is essential. 

Due to the nature of our customer focussed business, 
you will be required to participate in out of hours 
and standby working. 

For further information please contact 
ross.barclay@scottishwater.co.uk

Please visit the vacancies section of 
www.scottishwater.co.uk for further details and 
to apply for this post.

Closing date for applications is 
Thursday 31 December 2015.
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The  ideal gift...
Scottish 

Calendars 2016

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

I would like to order 2016 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
Quoting coupon code CAL16PAPERS OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 

order form

YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

 _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 

a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

 _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2017 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Total £

Calendar

£11.95

Arran Banner
  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£

£

£

£

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 

NEWSPAPER FOR THE 

WEST HIGHLANDS, 

ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,

Crannog Lane, Oban,

PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

Fax: 01631 568001

www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Advertising  executive

Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

Newsdesk

Oban 01631 568060
Fort William 01397 703003
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  supervisor

Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  executive

Stephanie Dunstaff nage
sdunstaff nage@obantimes.co.uk

Chief reporter

Louise Glen
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter

Steven Rae
srae@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter

Emma Crichton
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Trainee Reporter

David McPhee
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CHARITY DONATIONS

PERSONAL NOTICE

MEMORIALS

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following 
terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publ isher publ ishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to 

cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event 
of any dispute or action by the Publisher to 
recover payment from an advertiser, it is 
agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court 
as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for 
any loss or damage occasioned by any 

total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper 
or edit ion in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of 
any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-
insert the advertisement or relevant part of 
the advertisement, as the case may be, or 
make reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 
will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from 
the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher 
in writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 
particular advertisement in connection with 

which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be 
agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 
Publisher will be due 15 days from the date 
of invoice or as otherwise directed on the 

invoice.  In the event of non-payment the 
Publisher may charge late payment interest 
at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on 
a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may 
charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late 
payment the Publisher reserves the right to 
disallow any discounts given and to raise an 
additional invoice for the discount which will 
be treated as though it has been raised with 
the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Publ ished by Wyvex Media  L imi ted, 
P. O .  B o x  1 ,  O b a n ,  PA 3 4  4 H B , 
Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 
a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

DEATHS

MACCOLL - Peacefully 
at Belford Hospital on 
Wednesday, December 16, 
2015, Charles Angus (Charlie), 
aged 69 years, beloved 
husband of Mairi and much 
loved dad to Fiona and Calum. 
Will be greatly missed by all.
McNAUGHTON - On 
December 17, 2015, 
suddenly, but peacefully, at 

formerly of Glendaruel, 
in his 75th year, beloved 
husband of Flora Pearson, 
and loving father and papa to 
his children, grandchildren 
and foster children. Funeral 
service at Tarbert Loch Fyne 
Parish Church, on Tuesday, 
December 29, at 12.00 noon, 
interment thereafter at Carrick 
Cemetery, to which all family 
and friends are respectfully 

please, donations if desired, 
to Scotland’s Charity Air 
Ambulance, Scone, Perth.

MEMORIAMS

BIRRELL - In loving memory 
of Al Birrell. 26/12/2010
A daily thought, a silent tear
A constant wish that you were 
here

away
Loved and remembered every 
day. 
-  With love Lisa, DI and Annie 
x x x
CAMERON - Treasured 
memories of our dear sister 
and beloved Aunt Morag, who 
passed away December 25, 
2013,

Without a thought of you.
- Inserted by Chrissie, Ian and 
family, Kilmory.
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Liz, who died so suddenly on 
December 26, 1998.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Cammie, Fort William.
CAMPBELL - Remembering 
Liz who died so suddenly on 
December 26, 1998.
Gone but never forgotten.
- Love Simmo. x
CLARK - In loving memory 
of Alexander (Tom) Clark, 
who died December 26, 2012.
Sadly missed.
- Wife Morag and all the 
family.
CLARK – Kirsty. This
Christmas we quietly
remember a wonderful
mum and granny who passed
away on December 22,
2012. Also Graham, a
beloved dad and grandpa
who passed away on August
7, 2006.
So greatly missed by us all.
Such happy memories.
- Alison, Rhuaridh, Katie
and Coll.
GRANT - In loving memory 
of my dear wife, Morag, who 
died on December 25, 1999.
Sadly missed in every way
Quietly remembered every day
- Angus, Upper Kinechreckine, 
Dalmally.
GRANT - In loving memory 
of my dear mother and our 
granny, Morag, who died on 
December 25, 1999.
Today, tomorrow, our whole 
life through
We will always love and 
remember you.
- Elizabeth, Julie and Steven, 
Keeper’s Cottage, Dalmally.

HENDERSON - Treasured 
memories of Duncan a much 
loved husband, dad, grandad 
and great-grandad who died 
suddenly on December 26, 
2014.
A year has passed since you 
left us
Your presence we miss so 
much 
And as we go where life leads 
us
Our memories of you will 
always be kept
In our thoughts and forever in 
our hearts.
- Elsie and all the family.
HENDERSON - In loving 
memory of our darling mother, 
granny and great-granny Sheila 
Henderson (nèe MacKenzie), 
who passed away December 
22, 2014. Also remembering 
those gone before, our father 
Duncan on May 8, 1988, 
Alistair on February 10, 2005 
and a dear son, nephew and 
cousin Roddy, tragically taken 
on September 28, 2010.
Always in our thoughts.
- All the family, Fort William, 
Strontian, Morar, Skye and 
Lewis.
JAMIESON - In memory of 
my friend Helen, who passed 
away on December 28, 1999.
Always remembered.
- Inserted by Marleen.
MACGILLIVRAY - 
Christina MacGillivray 
(Chrissie). Remembering my 
gran who passed away on 
December 24, 2009. 
Always thinking about you, 
so many fond memories 
of a wonderful gran. Also 
remembering my mum 
Katherine MacGillivray, miss 
you always Mum. 
- Paul
MACPHAIL - In loving 
memory of Tommy, died 
December 21, 1995.
Missed by all.
- Betty and family
MACQUARIE - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Jessie, who passed away on 
December 28, 2013.
Sadly missed.
-  Adie
MAITLAND – In loving 
memory of James, a much 
loved husband, father and 
shenair, who died December 
23, 2013.

A man lives for as long as we 
carry him inside us
For as long as we carry the 
harvest of his dreams
For as long as we ourselves 
live
Holding memories in common, 
a man lives.
Love and miss your forever.
- Teeny
MAITLAND - In loving 
memory of our dear dad James 
who passed away December 
23, 2012.
A golden heart stopped beating
Hard working hands at rest
God broke our hearts to prove 
to us
He only takes the best
Love always
- Marie, Ross & families.
McFADYEN - In loving 
memory of our dad, Angus, 
who died December 25, 1995. 
Also remembering our mum, 
Ella, who died December 1, 
1996. 
Treasured memories. 
With love from all their family 
in Oban and Colonsay.
McTAGGART - Precious 
and treasured memories 
of our loving parents and 
grandparents, John, who died 
December 25, 2005 and Mary 

2011.
Sweet are your memories
Precious are your names
Deep within our hearts
You will always remain.
- Love Ian, Philina, Christina 
and family xxx

Branch Offi  ces

 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646

Rev Ian U MacDonald An appreciation
THE REVEREND Ian 
Uidhist MacDonald, who 
recently died, was the well-
loved and respected minister 
of Tarbolton Parish Church 
until his ‘retirement’ some 18 
years ago.

After ‘retirement’ he con-
tinued to preach in several 
parishes whenever required 
to fill a vacancy and was 
often called upon to conduct 
weddings and funerals of 
members of various church-
es.

Ian was a son of the manse, 
his father, Neil G MacDon-
ald, from North Uist, was 
minister on Tiree and in 
Kilchoan where he served 
faithfully for 37 years.  He 
married Mary Cameron and 
they were blessed with twin 
sons, Ian and Cameron.  
Both boys were educated at 
Kilchoan Primary School 
and Oban High School.

On leaving school Ian went 
on to Edinburgh University 
to study Divinity and it was 
at Edinburgh that Ian met 
his wife Ella Cooper, a med-
ical student who later taught 
biology.

After graduation and 
training, he took up his first 
charge in 1960 at Strathfillan 
Church, St Fillans, then 
in the Presbytery of Lorn, 
before receiving the call to 
Ayrshire in April 1967, being 

presented by his father the 
Reverend Neil.  It was here 
at Tarbolton that he served 
the rest of his ministry until 
his retirement in November 
1997.  He was regarded as 
a caring and thoughtful 
man of God.  His faith was 
unshakeable as was his 
ability to see the best in all 
mankind.

Although devoted to his 
congregation in Ayrshire, 
his heart was always in 
Ardnamurchan and he and 
Ella returned every year to 
the family home in Kilcho-
an.  These holidays were a 
time for Ian to spend time 
visiting his many friends 
in their homes or, weather 
permitting, sitting in the 
garden where he ‘held court’ 
relating his many humorous 
recollections of incidents 
and people he knew or had 
known.  This was always 
in good fun and never in a 
manner that could possibly 
offend.

He was a skilled oarsman 
and fisherman and was 
often seen with Ella off 
Ardnamurchan Point reel-
ing in mackerel and lythe 
in great numbers.  Sharing 
their catch, one of the great 
pleasures they both enjoyed 
was an excuse – as if one was 
ever needed – to visit various 
homes for a blether, often 

into the  ‘wee small hours’.  
enjoying the simple pleasures 
of being with people.

His great and quiet wit, 
together with his remarkable 
memory, marked him out 
as an after-dinner speaker, 
much in demand especially 
at Burns Suppers.  A mem-
ber of the Bachelors’ Club 
he could more than hold his 
own when it came to discuss-
ing the Bard.  No mean feat 
in Ayrshire!

He loved the church, his 
family and enjoyed his 
involvement in Freemasonry 
where he was a member of 
Lodge St James (Kilwinning)
Tarbolton No 135.  He served 
the Province of Ayrshire as 
Provincial Chaplain from 
1978 right up until his death.  

The fact that he had served 
eight provincial masters was 
marked by a dinner and 
special presentation of the 
honorary position of Honor-
ary Depute Grand Master of 
Ayrshire.

He was Senior Grand 
Chaplain in the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland from 
1987 – 89.

Pre-deceased by his belov-
ed Ella and his brother Cam-
eron, he is survived by his 
sons Neil and David, their 
wives Anne and Susan and 
his beloved grandchildren. 
Philippians Ch1,v3  NH Reverend Ian Uidhist MacDonald

Thought for the week

No internet, telephone 
or postal service to make 
sure the booking was 
confirmed.  Relying on 
the goodwill of someone 
with a little space to spare, 
however unsuitable.  No 
mention of the labour 
before the birth.  Tradi-
tional bands of cloth to 
wrap the baby up as cosily 
and safely as possible.  A 
manger wouldn’t be the 
first choice of bed for a 
newborn but it served 
the purpose.  Mary and 
Joseph knew this was a 
special baby and however 
difficult the circumstanc-
es they faced before, 
during and after the birth, 
they knew God was with 
them in every sense.  The 
good news went viral long 
before social media. 

Whatever you are doing, 
alone, with family or 
friends, enjoying it or 
finding it hard, working 
or relaxing, may you know 
the peace and hope of 
Jesus through this Christ-
mas and beyond. 

Rev Liz Gibson

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn.” (Luke 2.7)LIFE lines

Car trouble
MY CAR broke down this week. Thankfully I made it 
to a car park, but was forced to locate a part that had 
failed and meant I couldn’t drive the car until it was 
fixed. 

This proved a little more challenging than I antic-
ipated, but at about six in the evening I spoke to a 
man called Steven in the parts department of a large 
dealership. 

He was very helpful and assured me the part would 
be delivered to him at 10.30am the following morning. 

In fact, the part arrived earlier and he called me to let 
me know it was ready. I collected it and he gave me new 
clips, to help with re-installation, free of charge. 

Steven was knowledgeable, friendly and polite, and I 
am grateful to him for helping me get mobile again. It 
was an easy job to fit the new part, but I needed water 
to top up the cooling system. 

The car park staff were perfectly happy to oblige, and 
I am grateful to them too for their assistance.

My frustrations at being inconvenienced were com-
pletely dissolved by the professionalism and courtesy 
of ordinary everyday working people – people who are 
often overlooked or treated abruptly by members of the 
public focused on their own priorities. 

The experience reminded me that respect and kind-
ness really do cost nothing, and I salute all the men and 
women who work in the service and support industries 
worldwide. 

They really do make our lives easier, and I will raise a 
glass to them this festive season.

Johnston Adams

Happy 50th Birthday

Betty 
MacKenzie 

from Matthew, Ina, 
Karen and Alison

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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Over 35s League

McPhee to ride new Peugeot 
bike next season

Football

Archery

Members of Oban Tennis and Squash Club held their annual dinner and prizegiving ceremony recently. Pictured are the 
winners and runners-up of the Ladies and Gents Squash Open. Back row, from left, Colin McNiven, squash convener; 
Alan MacKechnie, Hair by Rutherfords, which sponsors the Ladies League; Julie McGlynn, third in the ladies competi-

tion; Nicola Morgan, winner; Jackie Kersley, runner up and Graham MacQueen, who sponsors  one of the squash courts 
at Atlantis Leisure. Donald Maclean, not in photo, sponsors the other court. Front row, from left, Neil Fraser, third in the 

gents competition; Alan Love, Fort William, winner and Andrew MacMaster, runner-up, also from Fort William.

RESULTS from
the Over 35s indoor league:
Taynuilt 5 Teachers 4
Emergency 3 DK Lafferty 3
Clements 3 Connel 3
DK Lafferty 3 Teachers 3
Clements 2 Trialists 4
Coasters 6 DK Lafferty 2
      P  W  D   L    F    A  Pts
Teachers      4   2   1   1   17   12   7
Coaster        2   2   0   0   13    4   6
Taynuilt       3   2   0   1   15   14   3
D & K      4   1   2   1   18   13   5
Emergency  2   1   1   0    9     4   3
Trialists       3   1   0   2    8    14   3
Clements     3   0   1   2    6    13   1
Connel         3   0   1   2   7     19  1

OBAN and Lorn Archers Scottish 
Champions proudly display their gold 
medals and trophies won this summer.

From left, below, Iain Morrison, gents 
flatbow champion, field archery;  Bill 
Murray, recurve masters champion, 
target archery; Craig MacCorquodale, 

recurve under 16 champion, target ar-
chery; Irene Biddulph, ladies barebow 
champion, field archery.

This follows another successful year 
by members of Oban and Lorn Archers 
with some notable placings in national 
competitions.  Anyone wishing to try 

archery or join the club should come 
along on a Saturday morning to Atlan-
tis main hall and speak to any member 
and they will arrange equipment to 
suit each individual.

PUPILS at Oban High School 
are raising funds so that they 
can attend four football training 
sessions at Manchester City’s 
new £200 million training facility 
and watch the Manchester side 
in action.

Around 30 pupils will be mak-
ing the trip, which will see them 
receive four 90-minute training 
sessions with Manchester City 
coaches, a tour of the stadium 
and training complex and watch 
a match against West Brom.

The overall cost of the trip 
will be £12,000, with each pupil 
paying £399 to attend. Fundrais-
ing events have been organised 
in order to reduce the cost. 

On December 23 there was 
due to be a sponsored cycle in 
Alantis Leisure and teacher 
Colin Carswell volunteered to be 
waxed on the last day of term to 
raise money.

Colin said: ‘The reason we 
want to do this trip is to give 
the pupils a experience they will 
never forget, with a chance to see 
some of the best players in the 
world.

‘We would very much welcome 
any donations from local 
business and organisations to 
help bring the cost down and 
make this trip as affordable as 
possible.’

Oban High School 
pupils to train at 
Manchester City

Teachers on top
A FORMER Oban High School 
pupil has won a prestigious award 
in the world of long distance 
running.

Neil MacNicol, 43, was present-
ed with the Long Series Award by 
Scottish Ultra Marathon Series 
for his performances in races that 
are more than 50 miles long.

Neil, who was brought up on 
Turnalt Farm, Kilmelford and 
now lives in Fife, was 9th in the 
53-mile Highland Fling Ultra 
marathon in April, second in 
the 95-mile West Highland Way 
Race in June and second in the 
143 miles Glenmore 24-hour race 
in September.

The married father of three 
said: ‘I started running fairly 
seriously to get fit enough to join Neil MacNicol in front of the trophies he has won over the years. 

the marines in 1993. 
‘There I was introduced to the 

joys of many endurance challeng-
es whilst serving, such as load 
carrying and speed marching.

‘After I left in 2000 I completed 
mainly in half marathons and 10 
kilometres to keep my fitness up.

‘After hearing about my cous-
in’s husband’s achievements in 
the West Highland Way races I 
thought I would give those ultras 
a go.

‘I completed my first ultra in 
2011, the 53-mile Highland Fling.

‘I really enjoyed the fling and 
the friendly trail running atmos-
phere compared to the road races 
I had done before.’

Ultra Marathon THE CAMANACHD Asso-
ciation is promoting the initial 
Coach Education Calendar for 
2016. The courses available 
include Foundation Coaching 
Certificate in Shinty and UKCC 
Level 1 Coaching Certificate in 
Shinty.

This is a major opportunity 
for clubs/schools to encourage 
coaches to improve their ability 
to provide quality coaching for 
players.

The Level 1 courses are United 
Kingdom Coaching Certificate 
(UKCC) accredited and all 
courses have been developed in 
relation to the United Kingdom 
Coaching Framework and the 
principles of Coaching Scotland.

For further information and 
application forms, clubs should 
contact their local regional 
development officer: Euan Mc-
Murdo, Regional Development 
Officer - West - Mob: 07824 
367996 euan.mcmurdo@shinty.
com; Paul MacArthur  Regional 
Development Officer - Central 
- Mob: 07921 210179 paul.macar-
thur@shinty.com;   Katie Drain 
Regional Development Officer - 
North - Mob: 07834 522260 katie.
drain@shinty.com or Graham 
Cormack, National Development 
Manager - Mob: 07894 588538 
graham.cormack@shinty.com

Shinty

CONNEL’S John McPhee was 
in Milan recently for the Peugeot 
Motocycle launch at the EICMA 
international bike show, where 
he appeared on stage with team-
mate Alexis Masbou to present 
the new bike to the crowds.

The Peugeot motorcycle brand 
will return to top-level motor-
cycle racing in 2016 via a Moto3 
project in collaboration with 
Mahindra Racing.

Last year Mahindra took a 
51 per cent stake in Peugeot 
Motorcycles, a collaboration that 
has already brought an Italian 
national Moto3 title for Marco 
Bezzecchi on a Peugeot branded 
Moto3.

It will now bring that part-
nership into grand prix racing 
fielding two Mahindra-based 
Peugeot MGP3Os in Moto3 for 
Racing Steps Foundation protege 
John  McPhee and series veteran 
Alexis Masbou.

Now the historic French 
marque, that produced its first 

motorcycle back in 1898 and re-
corded victories in famous races 
such as the Bol d’Or during the 
1950s, will be back at the top-lev-
el of international motorcycle 
racing.

The Peugeot MGP3O will share 
its mechanical DNA with the 
Mahindra Racing bikes on the 
grid, but Peugeot Motocycles will 
contest the series as a construc-
tor in its own right. The addition 
of the two Peugeot racers further 
underlines the growing presence 
of Mahindra in international 
motorcycle racing. The only 
Indian constructor in MotoGP 
will continue to run programmes 
in the CEV Moto3 Junior World 
Championship and the Italian 
CIV series.

McPhee said: ‘I’ve just recently 
returned home after the visit 
to EIMCA, one of the largest 
motorcycle shows in the world, 
near the centre of Milan. What 
an amazing place. I think I could 
have spent a whole week there 

and still not managed to see 
everything.

‘It was great to spend some 
time with Peugeot motorcycles 
and the Mahindra Racing guys. 
The passion and desire they have 
to win is very similar to myself 
and gives me great confidence 
looking ahead to the 2016 season.

‘Alexis and I then had the priv-
ilege of taking off the cover from 
the new Peugeot race bike.

‘The new Peugeot Moto3 bike 
looks great and is actually very 
similar colours to my old 125 
from back in 2010 when I won 
four Scottish/English champion-
ships in the one year.

‘Mahindra Racing is now 
working on developing the new 
2016 package and we’ll get to test 
it in February for the first time 
and put it through its paces. I’m 
excited to see just how strong we 
can be.’

Moto3

John McPhee, will be racing the new Peugeot MGP30s bike along 
with team mate Alexis Masbou for the Racing Steps Foundation 

during next season’s Moto3 World Championships.  John fi nished 
in 11th place last season and will be hoping to improve on that 

position with the new bike. John’s fi rst World Championship race 
will be the Grand Prix of Qatar on March 20.

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
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 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1650
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 10am Tuesday 29th December. 
No refunds will be given for entries received after the deadline.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB
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To allow for our Christmas deadlines Spot the Ball will run for 2 weeks - all entries must be in by 10am on Tuesday 29 December

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 

of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, 

the new-look Scots 

Heritage magazine is an 

unbeatable read. 

UK subscription: £15  

Worldwide subscription: £25

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

ONLY 
£15
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SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 24, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.30 3.8 11.00 1.0 17.02 4.0 23.09 0.9
Fri 05.11 4.0 11.48 0.9 17.42 4.0 23.53 0.8
Sat 05.51 4.1 12.32 0.9 18.20 4.0  **.**  *.*
Sun 00.34 0.8 06.30 4.1 13.16 1.0 18.57 4.0
Mon 01.16 0.8 07.09 4.1 13.57 1.1 19.34 3.8
Tues 01.56 0.9 07.46 4.0 14.38 1.3 20.10 3.7
Wed 02.36 1.1 08.23 3.8 15.18 1.5 20.47 3.5
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

15 8

7

Thursday Light rain
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain showers on Sunday
 Winds strong south south easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

Oban Athletic                      0
Duntocher                   0
West of Scotland AFL

Shinty

Sport

Golden Oldies take 
on Young Guns

Football

Youth football

Saints youths’ 
results and fi xtures

Busby 0, Under 16s 4. Scoring 
for Saints were Ruaridh Horne, 
Craig MacMillan, Lewis Bu-
chanan and Stewart MacAllister. 
The other teams didn’t play.

Saints defeat 
Athletic in Oban 
derby match

IN PREPARATION for their 
important Scottish Amateur Cup 
5th round tie against last year’s 
beaten finalists Craigshill Thistle 
on January 9, Oban Saints con-
tacted local rivals Athletic and 
organised a friendly match on the 
3G pitch at Oban High School 
last Wednesday evening.
 Despite the 5.30pm kick-off a 
good crowd turned up to watch 
the game which was well handled 
by referee Martin Rae. 
 Both teams had players unavail-
able but in the end it proved to be 
a good workout for the respective 
squads. 
 Athletic hadn’t played for three 
weeks and it showed with the 
superior fitness and movement of 
Saints proving too much for the 
hard-working Athletic, who tired 
in the second half.
 Athletic tried hard all evening 
but got little joy from a slick-mov-
ing Saints team, who gave them 
very few opportunities to test 
keeper Thomas McCulloch.
 Saints took a two-goal half time 
lead through two headed goals 
from Allan MacKay and David 
McArthur.
 The SAFL premier division side 
were dominant in the second half 
and further goals from Donnie 
Campbell (2), Willie Gemmell 
(2), Ross Maitland and Craig 
MacEwan gave them a comfort-
able 8-0 win.
 Saints manager Alex Craik was 
happy  with the work-out. He said: 
‘I would like to thank Athletic for 
the game. We need to keep the 
boys ticking over before the big 
home game against Craigshill on 
January 9 and this proved to be 
a good work-out for both teams.
 ‘The Livingston side are one of 
the Scottish Cup favourites and it 
will be a very difficult game for 
us so we need to keep fit over the 
festive break.
 ‘We managed to give Allan 
MacKay and Keith Millar, who 
haven’t been regular starters this 
season so far, 90 minutes and 
they both showed up well.
 ‘This time of year is a disaster 
for us as the 3G pitch is closed 
for the holidays so we’ve got 
nowhere to train, although we’ve 
organised a couple of sessions in 
Atlantis Leisure to keep the boys 
ticking over.’
 Oban Saints would like to wish 
their loyal band of supporters 
and sponsors a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Oban Saints manager Alex Craik

Oban Athletic pay the penalty 
in top of the table clash

Oban Saints                        8
Oban Athletic                   0
Friendly match

Athletic player/manager Steven MacLeod clears his lines during last Saturday’s match against
Duntocher Hibs. Photos: Stephen Lawson

Paul Carmichael wins this aerial battle.

Late spot kick miss proves costly as 
Athletic have to settle for a point

BT West Division One
OBAN Lorne have been without 
a home game since Halloween 
after Saturday’s latest postponed 
match against Newton Stewart 
due to waterlogged pitches at 
Glencruitten and North Connel.

The Green Machine now face 
a huge fixture pileup into 2016 
after playing only six out of 18 
league fixtures so far this season.

It has been a promising start to 
life in West Division 1, the high-
est the club have ever competed.

Oban have defeated Cam-
buslang, Helensburgh and 
Kilmarnock home and away with 
defeats coming at the hands of 
the top two sides Glasgow Aca-
demicals and Carrick.

Despite having only played six 
fixtures the Oban side find them-
selves comfortable in fifth place 
with as many as six games in hand 
against other teams around them.

With Oban’s first league 
fixtures of 2016 being held away 
from home, the team will still be 
without a league game at home 
until Saturday January 23.

Oban Lorne Coach Corrie 
Louw has been left frustrated 
with progress this season with 
weather conditions taking their 

toll even on training sessions 
where the club have been left 
without a pitch on several occa-
sions.

Oban Lorne’s first game of 2016 
is away to struggling Lenzie on 
Saturday January 9. Argyll and 
Bute RFC also play on January 9 
away to Shawlands.

Mini Rugby
OBAN’S Mini Rugby has seen a 
surge in numbers over the winter 
months with training being 
moved indoors to the main hall at 
Atlantis Leisure.

Training has now stopped for 
2015 but will resume on Wednes-
day January 13.

Sessions are held every 
Wednesday evening from 6-7pm 
in Atlantis Leisure. Oban Lorne 
Minis provide rugby for all P4,5,6 
and 7 players while a new Micro 
Rugby section, running alongside 
the minis, also welcomes P1-3 
players. The mini teams will be 
looking forward to competing 
in the Argyll and Bute Dalriada 
Festivals that restart in February.

U23 Glasgow and West Acad-
emy sessions
OBAN Lorne RFC vice captain 

and outside centre Craig Wright 
has been attending U23 Glasgow 
and West Academy Sessions for 
the past six weeks.

The player was nominated by 
Oban Lorne’s team management 
due to his outstanding perfor-
mances for the club so far this 
season.

The training sessions have been 
held at the Ravenscraig indoor 
facility in Motherwell, coached 
by mainly Glasgow and Scotland 
U20s coaches.

The purpose of these sessions 
is to provide late developing 
players with some exposure at a 
high level with the view of moving 
players forward into the BT West 
Academy.

Hopefully the sessions will ben-
efit Wright in his performances 
for Oban Lorne and he can also 
share his experiences of playing 
and training with top players and 
coaches with the rest of the Oban 
squad.

The U23 sessions have stopped 
for the festive period but will 
resume in January with the U20 
players preparing for the 2016 
U20 Six Nations.

Rugby

pile up for Green Machine

Football

OBAN Camanachd and Lochside Rovers will 
play at Mossfield Stadium on Saturday January 9 
at 1pm in the Traditional Ne’er Day Fixture.The 
game is part of the preparation for both teams for 
season 2016.

Team manager Ian Hay has also arranged friend-
lies against Inveraray and Kilmallie as well as the 
resumption of training early in the new year.

Lochside Rover’s team manager Gareth Evans 
plans to arrange friendlies as the countdown to the 
main season gets underway.

Still to be resolved is the south under-14 league 
play-off between Oban Camanachd and Bute. A 
spokesperson for the club said:  ‘It is hoped that 
this game can be played soon and conclude the 
season as it has become a source of frustration for 
the team coaches.’

THE MARINE Harvest Premier 
League kick started season 2015 
with Newtonmore and Kyles Ath-
letic both starting well although it 
was Newtonmore who would win 
the League at a canter.
 With only one defeat against 
relegated Inveraray, they were to 
add the Macaulay Cup although 
there was disappointment in the 
MacTavish final where they were 
beaten by Glenurquhart and also 
in the blue riband event – the 
Scottish Cup – where they were 
defeated 3-2 by a talented Kyles 
Athletic in the semi-final.
  In the final played at Mossfield 
Stadium, Lovat upset all the odds 

Camanachd take on Lochside Rovers

Successful shinty season

There is also the view that the team would benefit 
from playing in the North League next season 
where the competitions are 12-a-side as opposed 
to nine-a-side in the south, as the club’s coaching 
sessions are attracting upwards of 20 players at this 
level and are managed by the senior players at the 
club.

There were no winners of the Oban Camanachd 
three number Lotto which was drawn at Coasters 
on Monday December 21.  The next draw will take 
place on Monday December 28.  Tickets are avail-
able from committee members and players, Coast-
ers, Hannahs, Albany Stores, The Flower Basket, 
Barmoral Bar, Tartan Tavern and Lochavullin Bar.

to win the trophy by 2 -1 thanks 
to a world class display by goal-
keeper Stewart MacDonald who 
unsurprisingly was named man 
of the match.
 There was consolation for Kyles 
when they retained the Glasgow 
Society Celtic Cup defeating 
Oban Camanachd by 3 – 1 in 
an entertaining final played at 
Taynuilt.
 With Inveraray relegated Kin-
gussie retained their premierhsip 
status when they defeated Kil-
mallie in the play-off game. 

Shinty
Shinty

OBAN Celtic Shinty Club will 
be holding their annual Boxing 
Day match between the Golden 
Oldies and the Young Guns.
 The game will take place at 
Mossfield with a 1pm throw-up.  

OBAN Athletic played their first 
game in the West of Scotland 
League for six weeks last Satur-
day against Duntocher Hibs at 
Oban Community 3G pitch

The Oban team, still disap-
pointed from their friendly dis-
play against Saints on Wednesday 
night, were up for the challenge 
and within two minutes from the 
start of the game, good work from 
Scott MacMillan on the left wing 
sent Paul Carmichael through 
the centre of the defence but 
Carmichael’s shot was deflected 
wide of the target.

The resulting by kick was won 
by David Smith in the centre of 
midfield, his header landing at 
the feet of Sean McIver. 

He got the ball under control 
and played a one-two with Rhuri 
McLennan before shooting from 
25 yards, the ball just going over 

the bar.
Duntocher’s first chance came 

after 15 minutes when a corner 
crossed in by Scott Hendry de-
ceived everyone in the box. 

The ball but was picked up by 
Thomas Stewart but his header 
hit the bottom of the left hand 
post before being cleared by 
Craig Livingston.

The game was getting bogged 
down in the midfield area with 
both teams giving the ball away 
too easily and a lot of mis-timed 
tackles and in general both de-
fences were on top.

The game burst back into life 
on the 40th minute with a corner 
taken by Sean Ford hit in to the 
penalty area. 

Carmichael was first on to it and 
he bulleted a header towards goal 
but Scott Wright made a great 
save tipping the ball over the bar. 

Two minutes later, another 
corner was won but this time 
Carmichael’s header looked as 
though it was going wide. 

The goalkeeper was beaten and 
gave up on it. Craig Campbell 
was first to react to the ball to 
stop it going out but he could not 
turn his shot on goal due to the 
tight angle.

A good break by Duntocher just 
before the half time whistle by 
Hendry saw the midfielder drive 
into the penalty area. 

He was just about to shoot 
when Steven MacLeod, Athletic’s 
player/manager put in a great 
goal-saving tackle.

The second half was a bruising  
affair with both teams getting 
stuck in to tackles and due to the 
wind and rain the play became 
scrappy with referee Jimmy 
Litster having his hands full due 
to the number of fouls committed 
and the constant moaning of the 
Duntocher players.

On 66 minutes, a shot from 
Stewart from 20 yards put Gra-
ham Douglas under pressure 
for the first time with Douglas 
palming the ball wide of the post.

With 10 minutes left a corner 
from Ford was won by MacMil-
lan. 

His header looked to be heading 
into the net but Patrick McDow-
all handled the ball on the goal 
line and kicked the ball clear. 

Referee Litster immediately 
pointed to the spot and correctly 
showed McDowall the red card.

Ford was first to grab the ball, 
placed it on the spot but hit the 
penalty the wrong side of the left 
hand post, to the disappointment 
of the home team players and 
supporters.

The Oban side then pushed 
for the winner with a Campbell 
header hitting the top of the bar 
and in the 90th minute a McIver 
shot from 30 yards was  heading 
for the top right hand corner of 
the goal only for the goalkeeper 

to tip it over the bar. 
Referee Litster, who had a good 

game, then blew for full time.
Oban Athletic players and 

management would like to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.

Athletic head in to the New 
Year looking for a new sponsor 
to help the team progress and 
hopefully push for honours at the 
end of the season. Anyone willing 
to help please contact any player 
or official.
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local  businesses

A FORT William charity has 
been subjected to a ‘mindless 
act of vandalism’, just days 
before Christmas. 

Potted trees outside Room 
13 International’s gallery, The 
Window, in Caol Shopping 
Centre were upturned, 
emptied and broken in 
the attack on the night of 
December 14. 

Claire Gibb, chief executive 
for Room 13 International, 
said: ‘Naturally, we are very 
disappointed that this has 
happened but we know it 
is not representative of the 
community of Caol. The 21 
trees are symbolic of the 21 
years since Room 13 was 
started by a group of children 
in Caol Primary School and 
are dedicated to all the local 
folk who have contributed to 
the success of the project. 

‘Regardless of this 
vandalism, we know that the 
community continues to be 
very much behind Room13 as 
a home grown initiative.’ 

Lochaber area inspector 
Donald Campbell said: ‘A 
report has been received by 
the police in relation to this 
mindless act of vandalism 
committed in the vicinity 
of Caol Shopping Centre 
between 5pm on Monday 
December 14 and 9am on 
Tuesday December 15.

‘I would appeal to any 
person who has information 
about this crime to contact the 
local police station on 101 or 
via Crimestoppers.’

NHS HIGHLAND has issued an 
apology for ‘failings in care’ after a 
report revealed a dementia sufferer was 
left in agony with an untreated fractured 
pelvis for a day and half. 

In a damning report from the Scottish 
Public Services Ombudsman (SPSO), 
the health service was ordered to 
apologise and review nursing care 
following a number of complaints 
regarding a patient named only as 
‘Mrs A’ at new Craigs Hospital on the 
outskirts of Inverness.

Jim Martin of the SPSO and author 
of the report called the nursing care 
‘disorganised, unsystematic and 
unreasonable’ during the patient’s stay 
in February and March last year. 

The elderly patient fell while being 

treated at New Craigs Hospital and  
suffered a pelvic fracture and urine 
retention. 

This was not brought to the attention 
of doctors for a day and a half.

Mr Martin said: ‘Nursing staff failed 
to bring Mrs A’s first fall to the attention 
of medical staff until a day and a half 
later, despite clear evidence of bruising 
and changes in Mrs A’s behaviour. 

‘They [psychiatric nurse adviser] also 
commented that it was inappropriate to 
transport Mrs A in a wheelchair when 
it was suspected that she had a pelvic 
fracture. 

‘The advice I received clearly shows 
that Mrs A did not receive reasonable 
nursing care. 

‘In particular, I was concerned that 

nursing staff did not identify changes in 
Mrs A’s behaviour, assess her falls risk, 
monitor her pain or ensure that doctors 
were aware of the situation.’ 

Following the report, Elaine Mead, 
chief executive of NHS Highland, said: 
‘I want to publicly apologise on behalf 
of NHS Highland for our failings in the 
care and treatment of this patient. 

‘We accept the findings in the SPSO 
report and I will be writing to the family 
to apologise and to advise that we are 
taking steps to identify and act on the 
learning from this case. 

‘We take the findings in the 
Ombudsman’s report very seriously. We 
are determined to learn from feedback 
and drive up the quality and consistency 
of our care.’ 

LOCHABER High School pupils 
have delivered 450 gifts to the 
elderly as part of their annual 
Christmas parcel scheme.

Every year the fi rst year 
students wrap the presents 
which are then delivered to 
senior citizens in the area by 
sixth-year pupils, in a joint 
project by the school and 
the Rotary Club of Lochaber.  
The entire scheme, from 
fundraising to buying and 
delivering presents, was 
organised by depute head 
teacher Elizabeth Gow. 

For more photos of Christmas 
in Lochaber, see next week’s 
Oban Times. 

Stark warning of job losses 
and cuts for years to come
EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

DEPRESSING, dire, cata-
strophic and horrendous were 
some of the words used to 
describe the budget Highland 
Council faces next year. 

In a tense meeting of the 
local authority, councillors 
and officials discussed the 
consequences of the £40 
million shortfall, following the 
Scottish Government spending 
review, which left Highland 
Council with a 4.31 per cent 
cut to its revenue budget.

Highland Council chief 
executive Steve Barron also 
announced a voluntary redun-
dancy and hours reduction 
scheme to staff in the week 
before Christmas, whilst 

IN A silver lining around 
a dark cloud, an additional 
£24.5 million is to be included 
in Highland Council’s capital 
plan. 

The money forms part of a 
new 10-year plan which will 
include roads, bridges and 
piers, and will be updated 
annually to allow new projects 
to be considered. A further 
£1.6 million has also been 
allocated for flood works.

Council leader Councillor 
Margaret Davidson said: ‘In a 
time when our revenue budget 
is taking a huge hit, it is a pos-
itive that we are able to plan 
for a huge capital investment 
over the next 10 years in our 
infrastructure.  Every pound 
we spend on improving our 
roads, bridges and buildings 
goes back into the Highland 
economy and helps to support 
jobs and growth.’

MINDLESS: potted trees 
marking the 21st anniver-

sary of Caol’s Room 13 were 
vandalised.

Health service sorry for failings 

budget leader Bill Fernie said 
‘several hundred’ jobs would 
be cut and compulsory redun-
dancies couldn’t be ruled out.  
The scheme is open to all staff 
except those delivering NHS 
commissioned services and 
opened on Monday. 

Mr Barron started the debate 
on Thursday by saying this is 
‘completely new territory’ and 
some services would be lost 
altogether: ‘This council will 
have to stop doing things. De-
cisions have to be made now. 
This takes us into the territory 
of redundancies. In previous 
years it has been achievable 
by a natural turnover of staff. 
This is different and in this ter-
ritory we have to lose hundreds 
of people from the council 
through redundancies.’

Director of finance Derek 
Yule echoed his colleague’s 
stark warning: ‘Some lifeline 
services will be significantly 
hit. This is not the sort of 
Christmas message I wanted 
to be giving. It’s a desperate, 
desperate situation.’

Although the redundancy 
process will be voluntary at 
first, budget leader Mr Fernie 
warned it was unlikely this 
would find the savings needed: 
‘There a few words to describe 
how bad this situation is but dire 
is one. We have always avoided 
compulsory redundancies [in 
the past] but we are probably 
looking at that unless we are 
lucky with the number of staff 
that come forward voluntarily.’

He also warned the situation 
was unlikely to improve in the 

near future: ‘We have another 
five years of a potentially wors-
ening situation. We have to get 
our staff and the people of the 
Highlands ready for what is 
coming down the line. Several 
hundred jobs going from the 
council will have pretty severe 
consequences for everywhere 
in the Highlands.’

This comes after Scotland’s 
finance secretary, John 
Swinney, announced cuts to 
local government grants and a 
council tax freeze for a ninth 
consecutive year.

Many councillors blasted the 
decisions, saying they were 
‘disappointed’ at the tax freeze 
which ‘tied the hands’ of coun-
cils, but SNP member Richard 
Laird said that was what his 
party ‘was elected to do’. He 

added that if people didn’t like 
it they could ‘vote differently’ 
in the Scottish Parliament 
elections next year. 

A number of cuts to services 
will come alongside the redun-
dancies and a special council 
meeting will be held on Janu-
ary 21 to discuss options, with 
decisions made in February. 

Council leader Councillor 
Margaret Davidson said: ‘We 
have no alternative but to cut 
services and to reduce our 
workforce. This will undoubt-
edly impact on performance 
and staff morale. This is just 
the first of many unpalatable 
decisions we will have to make 
in the coming weeks and I 
am deeply saddened to see 
the council forced into this 
position.’

Dismay 
as charity 
trees are 
trashed

GENEROUS: Lochaber High 
School fi rst and sixth year pupils 

delivered Christmas presents 
to the elderly, with the help of 

deputy head Elizabeth Gow 
and Rotary Club of Lochaber 

president Terry Lee, right, and 
club member Geoff  Heathcote. 

THE PROGRAMME for 
next year’s Lochaber Music 
Festival has been announced.

In the 42nd annual event, 
running from March 11 to 
March 17, the syllabus has 
been split into a range of in-
struments, dancing, speaking 
and singing, as well as the 
sought-after Young Musician 
of the Year award. 

A syllabus can be found at 
lochabermusicfestival.co.uk.

Paper copies are available 
from Fort William Library 
and Lochaber High School.

An entry form can also be 
found on the festival website, 
with a closing date of January 
22 and can be submitted 
online or by post to Rosemary 
Bridge, Hilbre, Arisaig, PH39 
4NU. 

Hit all the 
right notes 
at music 
festival 

Lochaber high 
pupils spread 
festive cheer 

Capital plan cash 
a silver lining

Unit 1 & 2a Caol Ind Est, Fort William, PH33 7PH
Tel/Fax: 01397 704624  Mobile: 07866552902

www.kmfcars.com
Good deals on car and van rentals + valeting

CAR SALES AND 
MECHANICAL 
SERVICES

Vauxhall repair and servicing centre

Wishing all our 
customers a 

Merry Christmas 
and Happy 
New Year Wishing all our 

customers a Merry 
Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.

Heat Pump 
Installations

On Call 24/7

Ailt-á-Mhuillin, BALLACHULISH, 
Argyll, PH49 4LB

Tel: 01855 811641  Fax: 01855 811013
Mobiles: 07970 824252 or 07970 824506
E-Mail: ks.refrigeration@btopenworld.com



Thursday 24 December, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 3NEWS
FW

Merry Christmas and a happy new year

THE FUTURE of Fort 
William Community Council 
is in jeopardy as long-serving 
members consider leaving.

During crisis talks, members 
of the volunteer group have 
said they feel they are not 
making progress, are ‘ignored’ 
by Highland Council and that 
the town takes second place to 
Inverness over new facilities 
and opportunities.

At a meeting held last week, 
members voted unanimously 
for a motion issued by acting 
chairman Drew Purdon, saying 
they had ‘no faith’ in the local 
authority.

This comes after the 
community council raised 
objections to the design 
of two new projects in the 
town, Lundavra Primary 
School and new council 
offices at the former Fort 
William Secondary School 
on Achintore Road, both of 
which were approved by the 

HIGHLAND communities 
continue to view their neigh-
bourhood as a safe place to 
live. 

According to a Highland 
Council survey, 96.8 per cent 
of  1,021 respondents view 
the area within 15 minutes’ 
walk from their home as very 
or fairly safe. The results 
came from the local authori-
ty’s Citizens Panel, designed 
to be representative of the 
adult population in the 
Highland region. Residents’ 
top concerns highlighted in 
the survey were road safety, 
alcohol abuse, drug abuse 
and antisocial behaviour.

Councillor Hamish Fraser, 
chairman of Highland 
Council’s Communities and 
Partnership committee, said: 
‘It is reassuring to see the 
vast majority of people feel 
safe. However, there are a 
small minority of people who 
tell us they don’t feel safe. 
We need to understand what 
else can be done in those 
communities.’ 

A VIDEO has been released 
promoting Lochaber as a world-
class tourist destination. 

The ‘diary’ by Lochaber Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Outdoor 
Capital of the UK brand,  shows 
things to do, how accessible the 
area is and the vast range of 
accommodation and hospitality. 

This is the second video of 
its kind and shows outdoor 
journalist and blogger Fiona 
Russell exploring Lochaber, 
from mountain biking to wildlife 
watching, as well as visiting a 
range of accommodation open to 
all budgets. 

Included in the clip is stunning 
footage of mountain biking and 
climbing, as well as spectacular 
scenery across the whole region. 

Frazer Coupland, destination 
manager for the chamber of com-
merce, said: ‘The great outdoors 
means something different to 
everyone and we believe that the 
Outdoor Capital of the UK has 
something to suit every visitor. In 
this diary we showcase the huge 
variety of active experiences 
available to the wide range of 
people who already visit the area 
or to those who maybe consider-
ing a visit with a group of friends; 
all set against some of the most 
magnificent backdrops around.’ 

The video can be found on 
outdoorcapita ld ia r ies .c om, 
alongside blogs written by locals 
sharing their experiences of what 
Lochaber has to offer. 

PEOPLE are being encouraged 
to recycle as much as possible 
over the festive period. 

Allan Henderson, chairman of 
Highland Council’s community 
services committee, said: ‘Tak-
ing full advantage of adding 
these extra items to blue 
bins is not only good for the 
environment but will also save 
space in people’s refuse bins. 
By increasing the amount we 
recycle, we are saving council 
taxpayers’ money as landfi lled 
material costs Highland Coun-
cil nearly £150 a tonne.’ 

Councillor Henderson also 
encouraged people to recycle 
glass jars and bottles at recy-
cling centres. 

Anyone who has a Friday 
collection will have their bins 
emptied on Tuesday Decem-
ber 22 and 29. Those with a 
Tuesday collection will have 
bins emptied on the previous 
Saturday, December 26. 

A NEW flight connecting the 
Highlands to Europe has been 
welcomed. 

Airline operator KLM will 
provide a daily link from 
Inverness to Schipol Airport, 
Amesterdam, starting from 
May next year. This will be in 
addition to the service already 
provided by FlyBe.

Audrey Sinclair, chairwom-
an of Highland Council’s 
Planning, Development and 
Infrastructure Committee, 
said: ‘This is excellent news. 
The new service will greatly 
enhance our connectivity in 
the Highlands with better ac-
cess to important internation-
al hubs. It builds on the good 
news of the new Heathrow link 
starting in May. These links 
could significantly boost our 
economy in the Highlands and 
help us attract more people to 
do business here.’

Margaret Davidson, leader 
of the council, added that the 
new link would benefit every-
where in the Highlands, not 
just Inverness: ‘The Highlands 
is already a popular tourist 
destination and better inter-
national links with Inverness 
Airport can help us maximise 
this potential right across the 
region.’ 

TIMESLINEFuture of community council in 
jeopardy as membership falters 

local authority. The group is 
also a long-term campaigner 
of a new ‘Caol link road’ to 
ease congestion on the A82, 
currently the only road in or 
out of the town centre.

Mr Purdon said: ‘Enough is 
enough. We can’t go on like 
this and I don’t want us coming 
back two, three or four months 
into the future and nothing has 
changed.

‘This is the largest town in 
the Highlands but we have 
been ignored since Highland 
Council came into being in 
1996 and we are still being 
ignored. 

‘It’s a sad occasion when 
we have to criticise a local 
authority which seems to 
ignore what we’re trying to do 
but we’re always told there’s no 
budget for things that we need 
here but there always seems to 
be money for Inverness.’

Patricia Jordan, acting 
secretary and member of 
the community council for 
25 years, agreed with Mr 
Purdon’s frustrations: ‘I was 

disappointed at the elections 
last month that we didn’t 
have anyone new coming 
forward. There’s total apathy 
in the community about what 
happens at these meetings.

‘This has been a really good 
community council in the past 
which has achieved a huge 
number of things. Part of 
that has been able to work in 
partnership with councillors 
and officials but that has been 

lost in the last few years. I feel 
that now nobody pays any 
attention to us.’

Former chairman Neil Clark 
took his concerns one step 
further and said he would 
leave the group if he didn’t see 
changes. This could mean the 
end as the council currently 
only has eight members out 
of 12 and another resignation 
could see it fold altogether.

Mr Clark said: ‘I struggled 
with whether or not to stand for 
election this year. When I saw 
the council might not continue, 
with a lack of members, I didn’t 
want that to happen, but I have 
been disillusioned for quite a 
while. 

‘I have had enough and 
will have to see convincing 
commitment to some of the 
projects we support because 
otherwise I’m out.’ 

The unanimously agreed 
motion stated: ‘Fort William 
Community Council has no 
faith in Highland Council and 
its centralised policies which 
injure the needs and ambitions 

of the people of Fort William. 
We do not believe there is a 
political will within the so 
called  corridors of power in 
Inverness to construct and 
implement proposals which 
would serve Fort William for 
the greater good.’

Margaret Davidson, leader 
of Highland Council, said the 
local authority was ‘genuinely 
committed to strengthening 
local democracy’. 

She added: ‘There is a 
Lochaber Area committee and 
they have a powerful persuasive 
voice in the chamber. We run a 
very inclusive open council and 
members know they can have 
their voice heard when they 
represent their community at 
all levels. 

‘We will be devolving services 
and budgets to the areas, 
including Lochaber, in the 
new financial year. Thereafter 
we will be discussing more 
service areas and budgets for 
devolution.  We also intend 
to launch a commission on 
democracy for Highland in the 

New Year and this will travel the 
Highlands to speak with local 
people, including community 
councils, to listen and I 
understand how they want to be 
involved in decision making.’

Thomas MacLennan, 
leader of the Lochaber Area 
Committee, cited the new 
projects planned as Fort 
William getting a ‘fair share’, 
despite the community 
council’s objections.

He said: ‘We as an area 
committee will continue to 
work hard with Highland 
Council in these tough times: 
by bringing old buildings to 
life, by purchasing new 21st 
century hospital sites, by 
creating home opportunities 
on redundant and vacant sites 
in the town and completing the 
£60 million revamp of schools 
throughout the town. 

‘These are the toughest 
financial times for local 
government ever, but Fort 
William can rest assured we 
will make sure we get our fair 
share.’

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

Take advantage 
of recycling bins

Residents feel safe 
in the Highlands

Important role in 
tourism success 

Video diary promotes Lochaber to the worldNew flight 
to Europe 
welcomed

THE WESTERN Isles has been 
praised for its part in Scottish 
tourism this year. 

Angus Campbell, leader of 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, said: 
‘I would like to echo the words 
of Mike Cantlay, chairman of 
Visit Scotland, who recently 
praised the Outer Hebrides for 
playing a big part in Scotland’s 
tourism success in 2015. These 
islands are a shining example 
of Scotland’s amazing food and 
drink produce, as well as the 
natural environment and rich 
cultural heritage.’ SHOWCASE: a promotional video showing adventure activities in Lochaber has been released. Photograph by Vertical Descents. 

We have been 
ignored since 
Highland 
Council came 
into being ”

Drew Purdon
Chairman, Fort William 

Community Council

D MacLean 
Heating

Oban 
Tel: 01631 564220

Mob: 07525 858 154

Have a Cosy 
Christmas 

and a 
Happy New Year



Thursday 24 December, 2015 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
FW

Fèis Chiùil Thiorodh / Tiree Music Festival Trusadh - Ceòl Chaluim / Calum’s Music Air an Smùid / Steaming

Fàilte | Welcome

Prògraman ri thighinn... Coming up on BBC ALBA...

Freeview 8          Virgin Media 161          Sky 143          Freesat 110          bbc.co.uk/iplayer

bbc.co.uk/alba

An Oidhche ron Nollaig  

/ Christmas Eve

Fèis Chiùil Thiorodh 
/ Tiree Music Festival 

Highlights of the Mànran performace at TMF 2015.    

7.15f / 7.15pm

Mòd 2015 – Mòd na Cloinne 
A look back at the Children’s Mod 2015.    

7.30f / 7.30pm

Bannan – Air Cùl a’ Chamara  
An exclusive behind-the-scenes look  

at the new Gaelic drama.    

8.30f / 8.30pm

Nollaig Chridheil às a’ Ghearasdan 
/ A Christmas Celebration 

A Christmas celebration from Fort William.    

11f / 11pm

Là na Nollaig  

/ Christmas Day

Mòd 2015 – Mòd nan Còisirean 
A return visit to the Mod 2015 senior choir competitions.   

7.30f / 7.30pm

Là na Nollaig  

/ Christmas Day

Clann Pheter Ròraidh 
The creative talents that extend  
through Tony Kearney’s family.    

9f / 9pm

Là na Sàbaid 27 Dùbhlachd  

/ Sunday 27 December

Craobh nan Ubhal 
Celebrating the life and music of Flora MacNeil.     

8f / 8pm

Diluain 28 Dùbhlachd  

/ Monday 28 December

Trusadh - Ceòl Chaluim 
/ Calum’s Music 

Creating a positive memory  
for a family and community.    

9f / 9pm

Dimàirt 29 Dùbhlachd  

/ Tuesday 29 December

Air an Smùid / Steaming 
Puffer enthusiasts from Islay  
battle to save the Vital Spark!    

9f / 9pm

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC. | BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.

heart and soul
Rosie and staff would 
like to wish all their 
customers a very 

Happy Christmas and 
a Healthy New Year.

Thank you all very 
much for your 

continued support.

Connel Village 
Store & Post Office

For all your 
everyday needs
Tel: 01631 701216

3 Quarry Park, 
Furnace, by Inveraray

Argyll PA32 8XW

Tel: 01499 500285
Mob: 07786330691

A Merry Christmas 
and Happy New 
Year to all our 
customers.

The Claredon Hotel, Oban

Rosie, Erica & Staff wish all our 
customers a very Merry Christmas 

& a Happy New Year.
Hot Buffet on Christmas Day 4pm

Live entertainment most nights.
Come along and enjoy!

Tel: 01631 562522

A McPhee Haulage
Shore Road, Connel, Oban Tel: 07836 538718
Suppliers of quarry products and site clearances.

ALASTAIR WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL HIS CUSTOMERS
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A GOOD NEW YEAR

www.facebook.com/obantimes

TIMESLINE

Oban’s festive illuminations light up the town with Christmas cheer. Photograph: Dennis Hardley Photography

THE SCOTTISH Civic Trust is 
calling for nominations from 
community groups around 
Scotland for new buildings, 
restoration projects, landscape 
designs and other place-mak-
ing projects for the annual My 
Place awards, including the My 
Place Civic Champion.

The awards, supported by 
the Scottish Government, are 
a national celebration of good 
local design and conservation 
projects and of people who 
make a signifi cant contribution 
to the civic movement.  

Examples of past entries and 
winners as well as full details 
on how to make a free nomi-
nation can be found at www.
myplaceawards.org.uk

TRADE union UNISON has called 
on councils and the Scottish 
Government to do more to 
protect school librarians. 

The union said in a statement 
on Monday that councils are 
seeing school library services 
as a ‘soft target’ to meet budget 
cuts. It has made a submission 
in support of school libraries to 
the Scottish Parliament Public 
Petitions Committee.

Argyll and Bute Council pro-
poses axing 30 full-time equiva-
lent school librarians as part of 
its service choices over the next 
three years to save £829,000.

PLANNING permission 
to build a forest track in 
Kilchrenan, near Taynuilt, has 
been submitted to Argyll and 
Bute Council. 

The track, which will be 
around a kilometre long, will 
begin around 500 metres south 
west of Balliemore House, on 
the Barbeck Estate. 

Celebrating the 
built environment

TENS OF thousands of ‘hover-
boards’ have been seized at UK 
entry points by National Trading 
Standards in recent weeks.

Out of the 17,000 self-balancing 
scooters that were examined, 
more than 15,000 were seized 
due to safety issues with cabling, 
chargers and batteries, as well as 
with cut-off switches meant to 
prevent the devices overheating.

The Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service (SFRS) Assistant Chief 
Officer Lewis Ramsay said: 
‘Many of these devices will have 
been bought as Christmas gifts 
and people may be tempted to 
think the safety issues won’t re-
sult in a fire happening to them.’

If a fire involving an appliance 
does break out people should 
switch off the main electrical 
supply if it is safe to do so and im-
mediately get out of the property. 
Use a mobile phone to dial 999. 

Hoverboard 
safety 
warning

Call to protect 
school librarians

Planning 
application

Peggy’s legacy is making a difference

THE LEGACY of a ‘good 
woman’ from Oban will see 
babies in a poor region of West 
Africa born in a birthing room 
named after her.

Food and cash raised by the 
recently deceased Peggy Mac-
Cuish and her daughter Mary, 
who raised funds for the Jarrol 
Community Clinic in Gambia, 
have already helped a family with 
triplets who could not feed their 
children.

Peggy’s final donation of food 
and medicines arrived at the 
clinic in time for Christmas. 

Tesco worker Peggy died after 
an illness in November, aged 68, 
but not before she had already 
started fundraising to help in the 
coming year.

Peggy’s fundraising will benefit 
people from the war-torn and 
poverty-stricken country who 

cannot afford to pay for medicine 
or medical treatment.

Until the support from Argyll   
started arriving, the clinic could 
only offer the very basic medical 
help to a very limited number of 
people.

Fiona Nelson, a Scottish charity 
worker got involved in the Jarrol 

charity three years ago while 
volunteering in the country. 

She explained: ‘I popped into 
this clinic and was totally ap-
palled at the lack of resources. It 
had been run by a charity which 
had sadly withdrawn. The gov-
ernment supplied a nurse and 
very basic medications but it was 

very inadequate. They did not 
even have paracetamol. Women 
had to travel 20 kilometres or 
more to give birth – none had 
transport. So I made it a personal 
mission to help the clinic.

‘Our birthing room is now go-
ing to be called ‘Peggy’s Babies’ 
in memory of Peggy MacCuish.’ 

Fiona continued: ‘My vision was 
a five-year plan to get the clinic to 
a decent working state. The pro-
ject has just this week signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Government of Gambia 
which means the clinic will be 
run by the community with our 
support. We are in the process 
of registering as a charity both 
in Gambia and Scotland.

‘Not only are we helping the 
clinic, we also help individuals in 
this poor and remote area who 
also need a helping hand. 

‘With the help of Campbeltown 
Grammar School, we have rebuilt 
their waiting room area and we 

are slowly making progress. 
‘Many people in Argyll have 

supported the project with 
donations in kind, money, time 
volunteering with us in Gambia, 
and general support. Mary and 
her mother Peggy were just such 
folk. Good women gathering 
donations, from medications to 
toys. Baby food that Peggy do-
nated, which travelled out in my 
suitcase late October, was donat-
ed to triplets who were literally 
starving. Families have very little 
money and earnings are so low 
that finding milk and food for 
children is almost impossible.’

Fiona continued: ‘We would 
like to say a huge thank you to 
Peggy’s family for the donation 
from the funeral service. It will 
help with building work, purchas-
ing medications and also baby 
milk and weaning foods. 

‘Our current appeal is for peo-
ple to ‘Buy a Brick’ to help build 
our pharmacy and admin area. 

We are half way there with nearly 
500 bricks sold. 

‘At the moment we are col-
lecting tins of baby milk, baby 
products – soap, wash, talc etc. 
any types of children’s medi-
cations and multi vitamins for 
our pregnant mums, and always 
paracetamol and ibuprofen. 

‘We also accept any cash dona-
tions to help us buy medications 
and all staff wages are paid 
by people who make a regular 
monthly donation – £5-£20 a 
month goes a long way to help us 
pay the midwife, nurse, assistant 
nurse and a cleaner.’

Peggy’s daughter Mary, who 
works at Nories and Oban Bay 
Fish and Chip Shop, said: ‘My 
mum liked the charity because 
she was able to see what was 
happening on Facebook. The 
fact that the food, money and 
medicine made a difference that 
she could see was really impor-
tant to her.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Gambian community clinic names its birthing room after Oban mother and fundraiser

Mary and Peggy MacCuish’s donations have been a lifesaver.
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A LOCAL pilot was flying 
high recently when colleagues 
at Oban Airport paid a special 
tribute to him on his final solo 
flight. 

Alan Mossman turns 60 on 
January 1, meaning he can no 
longer fly solo carrying pas-
sengers, under Civil Aviation 
Authority regulations. 

However Alan, who lives in 
Newtonmore, will continue to 

FAREWELL: Alan, centre, white shirt, with his wife Susan and other well-wishers. 17_t52fl ight01

MULL wildlife cameraman 
Gordon Buchanan realised 
a lifelong dream when he 
travelled to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo to spend 
time with a family of Grauer’s 
Gorillas, the largest primates 
on earth, for a BBC Two 
programme.

Gordon was based in the 
Kahuzi-Biega National Park.

He was led him deep into the 
forest to meet Chimanuka, a 
30-year-old male gorilla, below, 
who leads a family of 25. 

Although Chimanuka had 
been habituated to human 
contact he was wary of Gordon 
and his camera. Gordon slowly 

built up his trust and gained 
a fascinating insight into the 
family dynamic of these rare 
gorillas.

Despite being charged 
on several occasions by 
the fearsome leader of the 
family, Gordon gained the 
trust of these mysterious, 
little-understood gorillas. He 
discovered an incredibly gentle, 
compassionate side of their 
alpha male, but also uncovered 
a fierce rivalry which could 
ultimately threaten the very 
existence of Chimanuka’s 
family.

The programme is on BBC 
Two on December 27 at 9pm.

solo flight into Oban airport
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

be active in the training of new 
pilots. 

Firefighters John Macdonald 
and Murray Macgregor, who 
are based at Oban Airport, 
paid a special tribute to Alan 
by flashing the engine lights 
and spraying their water 
canons into an arch, as Alan’s 
aircraft came into the terminal 
last Thursday, when he arrived 
from Islay. 

Alan has flown with Hebride-
an Airways from Oban for the 
past five years, having flown 

out of Oban with Highland 
Airways for two years before 
that, until the company ceased 
trading. 

Alan, who grew up in North 
Wales but moved to Scotland 
for his first flying job aged 16, 
said: ‘I’ve had a lifetime of fly-
ing, starting with the air cadets 
when I was a boy. For 20 years 
I worked with Highland Air-
ways as the managing director, 
based in Inverness. I’ll be car-
rying on using my experience 
in training learner pilots, and I 
can still take passengers when 
accompanied by another pilot. 

‘The best thing about flying 
out of Oban to Islay, Coll, 
Tiree and Colonsay has been 
the weather and the scenery, 
as both change every day. 
Every single flight has been 
memorable. I do remember 
piloting a large DC3 plane into 
the airport once. That was a 
particularly memorable flight 
as it’s probably the biggest 
plane ever to land here.’

Colleague and friend Julie 
Angel, who also flies from 
Oban for Hebridean, said: 
‘Alan is a very accomplished 
pilot and has been a trainer 
here for seven years. He has a 
great range of experience and 

we all feel really grateful hav-
ing flown with Alan. I really 
appreciate getting the benefit 
of his experience.’

Managing director of Heb-
ridean Airways  George Cor-
mack said: ‘I’ve known Alan 
for a long time and he is always 

very dependable in getting pas-
sengers to their destination on 
time. He’ll be a good asset to 
have in training future pilots, 
using his wealth of knowledge 
and experience.’

Fellow pilots, airport staff, 
friends and wife Susan 

gathered after Alan’s arrival 
from Islay for refreshments 
at Oban Airport, where he 
was presented with a special 
photograph of him outside a 
Hebridean aircraft on Barra’s 
beach runway, along with a 
cake with the picture on it. 

TRIBUTE: fi refi ghters laid on a light and water show as Alan 
Mossman arrived at the airport. 17_t52plane01

Cameraman realises dream 
to spend time with gorillas 

A CAMPAIGN launched by 
police in Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles and Mid Argyll has had 
solid results in pushing out drug 
dealers, according to Inspector 
Mark Stephen.

Last December, through the 
pages of The Oban Times, Police 
Scotland launched its Shop A 
Dealer in Argyll to raise aware-
ness, gain public support and 
obtain vital intelligence against 
drug dealers.

Inspector Stephen, at Oban 
Police Station, said: ‘We have 
been involved in an effort 
to prevent harm caused to 
communities by people who 
are involved in the supply of 
controlled drugs.

‘I arrived in this post in April 
2015, and one of the first things 
I did was assure our community 
councils, elected members, 
Oban Times’ readers and any 
members of the communities I 
spoke with, that this would be a 
priority for my officers.

‘Since April, I can confirm our 
officers have been working on 
the information the public have 

been providing and, as a result, 
across Argyll, we have seen an 
increase of more than 20 cases 
reported to the procurator 
fiscal for drug dealing offences 
compared to the same period in 
2014. 

‘In Oban, our efforts have 
been led by our Community 
Investigation Unit (CIU) which 
includes police constables 

Macbeth, MacMillan and De-
tective MacDougall. 

‘Their work, combined with 
continued community support 
and information, has resulted in 
23 reported cases this year com-
pared to 10 for the same period 
in 2014 in reported cases. In-
deed some people are currently 
remanded in custody awaiting 
trial and some have already 

been convicted of offences that 
we have reported. I would also 
like to reassure the community 
we have no indicators that drug 
use in the town has dramatically 
increased in line with our detec-
tions, but that we have simply 
been more effective in tackling 
the issue with the support of the 
local community. 

‘We will continue to work with 
partners in health and social 
work, housing associations, 
education and third sector 
voluntary groups who provide 
vital support to individuals 
and families, providing a fully 
integrated response to the often 
complex issues that can result 
in people becoming involved in 
the use of illegal drugs.

‘In 2016, Police Scotland 
remain fully committed to the 
objectives set by the community 
and will continue to target drug 
dealers in Oban and across 
Argyll.’

Insp Stephen added: ‘The 
message for anyone involved in 
drug dealing is a simple one, we 
are coming for you.’

‘Nowhere to hide’ as Oban police 
hail drugs campaign a success

Oban police are delighted with the community response to the 
campaign, which they say has been a success. 17_t52dealer1

THE Trussel Trust, which is 
responsible for approximately 
half of the food banks in Scot-
land, has said this Christmas 
could be its busiest ever. 

The Reverend Dr Martin 
Johnstone, secretary of the 
Church and Society Council 
and chairman of an independ-
ent Food Poverty Working 
Group, which will report to 
the Scottish Government early 
in the New Year, said: ‘In Scot-
land, we do not have a food 
shortage, what we have are 
more and more people without 
enough money to live on. 

‘At some point, and quickly, 
we need to be addressing the 
root causes of the ever-escalat-
ing numbers of people being 
forced into food poverty. 

‘Failings in the benefits 
system, job sanctions, cuts 
to people’s benefits and low 
paid work are the main things 
which are causing hunger in 
Scotland. These are the things 
which need to be addressed. 

‘As a society we have to stop 
believing foodbanks will solve 
the problem of food poverty. 
They are important in stop-
ping individuals and families 
going hungry, but they cannot 
solve the problem we face.’

Hundreds of churches in 
every part of Scotland are 
collecting every week for their 
local foodbank and helping to 
run them. 

As well as supporting local 
foodbanks, the Church of Scot-
land has consistently called for 
a more strategic response to 
food poverty in Scotland. 

In February 2015, in part-
nership with the Centre for 
Human Ecology and Faith in 
Community Scotland, it hosted 
a Beyond Food Banks confer-
ence attended by more than 200 
people from across Scotland. 
Experts from Canada warned 
of the dangers that foodbanks 
will become the norm – as they 
have there – and the need to 
address the underlying issues 
relating to food poverty in a 
wealthy country. 

Trust fears 
Christmas 
set to be 
busiest time 

Fundraiser
SCOTTISH artist Johanna 
Basford has raised more than 
£14,000 for Dalmally-based 
charity Mary’s Meals. 

The author is giving away 
copies of a Christmas colour-
ing-in book in exchange for a 
donation to the charity, which 
provides meals to children in 
the world’s poorest countries. 

She hoped to raise £10,000, 
but smashed her target in just 
four days, with £14,449 raised 
by December 21. 

Visit: www.justgiving.com/
JohannaBasford

Merry Christmas and a happy new year

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH 
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Time period for comments ends 19 January 2015
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/04289/FUL

15/04437/FUL

15/04598/FUL

15/04619/FUL

Development  Address

Camanaich, Badabrie
Corpach, Fort William

Banavie Swing Bridge
Banavie, Fort William

Druim Cottage, 18 North 
Ballachulish, Onich, Fort 
William

Land 25M West of Lois 
Mhoire, Tigh A Phuirt, 
Ballachulish

Proposal Description

Alteration to  house to form a one 
bedroom granny flat

Installation of a permanent inspection 
platform (pontoon) within the 
Caledonian Canal connected with 
the operation of the Banavie Railway 
Swing Bridge

Erection of house

Erection of proposed dwelling house

Loch Etive House, Connel, Argyll PA37 1PH  Tel: 01631 710 509

All types of building work 
undertaken

Jim and Stephen would like to thank their 
customers for their support in 2015 

and wish them a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

❄
❄

❄

❄
❄

❄

NHBC Registered Builders LORN TAXIS
Leave your car at home this Christmas

Call 01631 564744 
or 0800 915 8380

Seven seater & wheelchair access available

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year To All Our Customers

like us on facebook  www.facebook.com/obantimes
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of games

Swimming
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Football

Ninth place fi nish 
for Calum
Sailing

USUALLY in shinty clubs win some 
and lose some, but for one club in Fort 
William, it was winning all the way.

They managed to pull off what most 
teams can only dream about, going the 
entire season undefeated - drawing one 
game and winning the rest.

The boys even won the prestigious 
MacMaster Cup, ‘which is like the 
Scottish Cup for the under 14s’, along 
with every other tournament that they 
entered.

Crowned
Their accomplishments didn’t go un-

noticed as team coaches Victor Smith 
and Ali Clark were crowned under 14s 
coaches of the year and captain Ryan 

Boyle won the under 14s national player 
of the year.

Co-manager Victor Smith said: ‘It was 
a good season and a lot of hard work 
went in to it.’

He continued: ‘We had some great 
battles against Skye. Some of the games 
were so close it’s unbelievable.

‘The highlight of the season was win-
ning the MacMaster Cup final against 
them.

‘It was a tremendous game of shinty, 
either team could have won, but in the 
end we won 3-2.’

Co-manager Ali Clark agreed, saying: 
‘It was a battle between us and Skye for 
every competition this year.’

He said: ‘It was a very good season 
with a great squad of boys. There is no 
politics involved. They are as keen as 
mustard and want to play shinty.’

But it’s not just the players who enjoy 
the sport, Clark and Smith, who have 
been coaching together for 12 years, get 
just as much out of it as them. 

Develop
Smith said: ‘We’re trying to develop 

the players as people. It’s very reward-
ing.’

Clark added: ‘Coaching the team gives 
a great sense of enjoyment. It’s great 
fun even at training. 

‘Sometimes if there’s an odd number 
of players, Victor or myself will go in 

goals which we love doing.’
But the undefeated under 14s will lose 

a number of their older players this year 
as they move up to play for the under 
17s.

Smith said: ‘We will get the new boys 
ready for the season coming.

‘You don’t have to be big and strong, 
but you need skill and vision. If some-
one is in primary six and has the skill, 
they will get in the team.’

Duncan MacPhee, chairman of Fort 
William Shinty Club, said: ‘We are 
very fortunate to have such a crop of 
excellent youngsters at our club, for 
which we acknowledge the earlier work 
of the local volunteer primary school 

teams’ coaches. We are very lucky to 
have them. They are excellent coaches 
and role models and thoroughly deserve 
their award. 

‘Without doubt, the under 14s are the 
future of our club. 

Excellent
‘We are greatly looking forward to 

seeing them develop into our under 17s, 
as the also excellent under 17s advance 
into our senior teams. 

‘A senior team ambitious to compete 
at the highest level needs to have a 
structure in place.’

The under 14s train on a Wednesday 
night at the Nevis Centre from 6pm 
until 7pm.

LOCHABER Leisure Centre 
Swim Team rounded off a suc-
cessful year by breaking a num-
ber of records at their Christmas 
Gala. 

Sixty-six youngsters took part 
in the sprint event with new best 
speeds in 32 age groups and eight 
club records. 

First
In the girls contests, Iona Dig-

nan won the age nine and under 
category, Evie-Jay Clark took 
first for the 10-year-olds, Jenna 
MacLean took first for the age 
11s, Kayleigh Howden won the 
12 years category, Millie Jackson 
clinched it for the 13-year-olds 
and Dora Shepherd won 14s and 
over. 

In the boys, Alex Atkinson won 
age nine and under, Kai Malcolm 
took first in the age 10s, Evan 
Atkinson won the age 11-12 cat-

A PLOCKTON High School 
pupil took ninth place at a 
national sailing competition held 
in Largs. 

Calum Reid finished ninth 
out of 27 competitors at the 
Scottish Winter Championships 
on December 12 and 13, even 
beating off members of the 
Scottish Sailing Squad. 

The second year pupil now 
has his sights set on the Scottish 
Winter Academies and thanked 
Lochcarron Sailing Club for 
their support. 

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 24, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.30 3.8 11.00 1.0 17.02 4.0 23.09 0.9
Fri 05.11 4.0 11.48 0.9 17.42 4.0 23.53 0.8
Sat 05.51 4.1 12.32 0.9 18.20 4.0  **.**  *.*
Sun 00.34 0.8 06.30 4.1 13.16 1.0 18.57 4.0
Mon 01.16 0.8 07.09 4.1 13.57 1.1 19.34 3.8
Tues 01.56 0.9 07.46 4.0 14.38 1.3 20.10 3.7
Wed 02.36 1.1 08.23 3.8 15.18 1.5 20.47 3.5
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

15 8

7

Thursday Light rain
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers on Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain showers on Sunday
 Winds strong south south easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 9ºC.

Fort William under 14 team 
have a very successful season

egory and Cameron Morris won 
the 13 and overs. 

Coach Steve Martin said: ‘There 
were a total of 32 times faster 
than last year’s club records. 
What can I say? The swimmers 
are still getting faster and faster.

‘Thanks to everyone who came 
to support the gala, which was 
standing room only at times, 
and also to all the parents who 
helped run the gala so smoothly.’

New age group records – Indi-
vidual medley: Alex Atkinson, 
Kai Malcolm, Evan Atkinson, 
Ben Dignan, Lyall Morris, Cam-
eron Morris (club record), Iona 
Dignan, Evie-Jay Clark, Jenna 
MacLean, Anna MacDonald, 
Millie Jackson, Aimee MacKay 
(club record) and Dora Shepherd. 

Front crawl: Alex Atkinson, 
Kai Malcolm, Evan Atkinson, 
Ben Dignan, Lyall Morris (club 

record), Cameron Morris, Evie-
Jay Clark, Millie Jackson and 
Dora Shepherd. 

Back crawl: Kai Malcom, Ben 
Dignan, William Cann (club 
record), Cameron Morris, Molly 
Henderson, Millie Jackson and 
Dora Shepherd. 

Club record
Breast stroke: Evan Atkinson, 

Alistair Tait, Lyall Morris (club 
record), Cameron Morris, Evie-
Jay Clark, Jenna MacLean, 
Millie Jackson (club record), and 
Dora Shepherd. 

Butterfly: Alex Atkinson, Kai 
Malcolm, Evan Atkinson, Ben 
Dignan, Lyall Morris, Cameron 
Morris (club record), Iona 
Dignan, Evie-Jay Clark, Janne 
MacLean, Millie Jackson and 
Dora Shepherd (club record). 

Records broken at swim 
team’s Christmas Gala

WINNING FORMULA: Fort William under 14s were undefeated this season

Fort William vice chairman David 
MacDonald is hoping for better 
weather in 2016 as the club has 
to catch up with eight games. 

LOCHABER Camanachd Club 
has paid tribute to a shinty stal-
wart who died last week.

John Morrison of Spean Bridge 
dedicated his life to the club in 
his home village and has been 
described as the ‘backbone’ of 
the top-flight team, acting as 
manager, secretary, committee 
member and fundraiser. 

The 75-year-old led the team 
that won the Aviemore Sixes and 
Balliemore Cup in 1986 and is 
the father of Lochaber’s Angus 
Morrison and step father of ref-
eree Duncan Kelly. 

A spokesperson from Lochaber 
Camanachd said: ‘It is with great 
sadness we report the passing 
away of John Morrison one of 
Lochaber Camanachd Club’s 
greatest volunteers and support-
ers from years gone by.

‘John will be sadly missed but 
never forgotten at the club. All 
our thoughts from everyone at 
the club are with his family and 

STALWART: John Morrison, far right, led the Lochaber Camanachd 
1986 team

friends at this sad time.’ 
Mr Morrison passed away in the 

care of Fort William’s Invernevis 
House. The funeral will be held 

at Kilmonivaig Parish Church on 
Thursday December 24.

Shinty

Death of Lochaber shinty stalwart

FORT William Football Club 
will start the new year with a 
backlog of eight games as rain 
continues to batter Claggan Park. 

The Fort were due to take on 
Lossiemouth on Saturday but the 
game was called off on Friday 
evening after a week of persistent 
downpours. 

Fort vice chairman David Mac-
Donald said it was ‘disappointing’ 
but they were not the only team 
to be losing out in the Highland 
League. 

He said: ‘It’s disappointing 
having to go weeks without a 
game but a lot of teams aren’t 
doing much better than us. The 
weather has been so bad that 
loads of games have been called 
off so there’s a few other teams 
that have a few games to be 
rescheduled. With this amount of 
rain there’s not much you can do 
about it.’ 

MacDonald added that there 
were free Saturdays in February 
and March, as well as weeknights, 
to catch up in the new year.

‘As long as the league champi-
ons have been decided by April, 
we can continue to play after that 
the way we did last year. It’s not at 
the worrying stage yet.’ 

Weather depending, Fort 
William are due to play at home 
to bottom of the league Rothes 
on Sunday December 27 before 
travelling to take on Buckie on 
January 3. 
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