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A SWEDISH publisher is 
hoping to relocate to Oban as 
part of a £1million move, but has 
criticised the local authority for 
stalling for months on a deal to 
sell Kilbowie House. 

Bombadil Publishing decided 
in the spring to move to Oban 
after viewing the property, which 
was recommended by Historic 
Scotland, with the intention of 
creating 15 new jobs.

However the company - which 
publishes books for children, 
by children - was left in limbo 
by Argyll and Bute Council 
despite formally lodging a note 
of interest, with assurances the 
property would be marketed and 
sold by the end of October not 
met.

So frustrated did chief 
executive Marianne Rugard 
Jarvstrat become that she started 
to look for alternatives, saying 
the seven staff she has already 
promised employment to could 
not afford to wait.

Now, just three days after 
being written to by Michael 
Russell MSP and just hours after 

AFTER being named The 
Oban Times’ Angel of the Year 
2013, Oban’s Andy MacDowall 
dedicated the award to his late 
wife, Rena.

At 80 years of age, Andy is 
one of the most well-known and 
hardest working members of the 
community. Not only does he 
spend almost all of his spare time 
helping others, in particular the 

in the town and raises money for 
good causes.

After being told of his win, 
Andy said: ‘My wife, Rena, died 
in 2010. She was the greatest 
woman in the world. She’d be so 
proud.’

Despite some strong com-

PROTESTS from the Oban community 
have forced ScotRail to extend the 
period of free stay offered at its Railway 
Pier car park from 10 minutes to half an 
hour.

Furthermore, the debate about whether 
or not the company required planning 
permission for the barrier it erected 
across the car park in October appears to 
have been settled.  

Argyll and Bute Council now agrees 
with ScotRail that as the car park is on its 
‘operational land’ and, as the works are 

deemed ‘minor’, no planning permission 
is required.

Announcing its decision to extend 
the free parking period, ScotRail’s 
spokeswoman said: ‘We have worked 
with the local community to review 
the current position and, as a result, the 
waiting time at the car park has now 
been extended to 30 minutes.  

to carry out their business at the local 
shops.’

Watt and Son, had previously warned 
the 10-minute limit could have forced 
the business to close within months.

Signs at the station will be changed 

parking time.
Meanwhile Argyll and Bute Council’s 

head of law and governance, Charles 
Reppke, will still have discussions with 
ScotRail next year to discuss further 
concerns about the barrier, as was agreed 
at the recent meeting of the Oban, Lorn 
and Isles Area Committee.

FORECASTERS are warning 
there is likely to be no let up 
any time soon on the storms 
that have seen north Argyll 
endure 10 consecutive nights 
of lightning and weeks of 
turbulent weather.

Giant hailstones, high winds 

temperature have combined to 
produce one of the most unusual 
Decembers in living memory 
- with the storms causing chaos 
across the whole of the west 
Highlands.

On Christmas Eve, passengers 

Islay, Campbeltown, Tiree and 
Barra were stranded as the high 

And meteorologists have 
warned that the weird weather 
is set to continue.

Dan Williams of the MET 

to see lightning for 10 days in a 
row but it is not unprecedented. 

‘We can put that down to the 
unstable weather of late though, 
which has created unusual 
conditions.’

The cause is a powerful upper-
level jet stream coming over the 
Atlantic, travelling at 280mph, 
aided by turbulent weather over 
North America.

Mr Williams added: ‘Storms 
are generally caused by 
imbalances; when we have these 
big differences in temperatures 
between the UK and the jet 
stream. They clash together 
and we get turbulence that can 
produce these storms.

‘What causes the lightning is 
tiny frost particles that go up 
and down. They clash into each 
other and cause a static charge, 
which is why you get hail with 
lightning.’

While their friends on Islay 
face flooding, high winds 

and chilly temperatures the 
Allan family are cooling down 

for Christmas in Abu Dhabi. 
Rob and Lloret and their 

children Ciara, Ila and Lorne 
were shocked to discover 
they would be together at 
Christmas after specialists 
treating Ciara for a brain 
tumour gave her the go-

ahead at the beginning of the 
month to travel to the UAE, 

where her father is working. 
Ciara’s regular treatments 
meant she could not leave 

the UK and had given up any 
chance of having her family 
together on Christmas Day. 
A delighted Ciara, right, is 
pictured cooling off with 

sister Ila and brother Lorne. 

Pulpit Rock work 
blown off course
PLANS to close the A82 at 
Pulpit Rock next month for 
upgrade work have been blown 
off course after this month’s 
storms.

Transport Scotland intend to 
reschedule the short closure for 
February after December 5’s 
storms meant some work had to 
be re-done.

A spokesman for the 
organisation said it remained 
‘committed’ to giving at least 30 
days notice of the forthcoming 
closures.

being contacted by The Oban 
Times, Argyll and Bute Council 

bringing to an end six months of 
inactivity.

Marianne said she was left 
feeling the council ‘didn’t care’ 
about selling the Grade B listed 
building, which has been vacant 
since March 2011.

She said: ‘We’re delighted it’s 

been very frustrating. 
‘It was all very positive to 

begin with - then it all went quiet 
and we were not very happy 
about that. 

‘I have staff that need to be 
somewhere.

‘We have investors who have 
put £1million into this, from the 
USA and India. Unlike the UK, 
their accounts have to be back by 
the end of the year so they were 
getting anxious. So were we.

‘We couldn’t understand it. 
There’s no point keeping the 
building empty.’

Further frustrating the 
company, a day before a long-
standing appointment to view 

the building a delegation from 
the Swedish company was told 
it could not get in after the only 
member of staff who knew how 
to work the alarm was out of the 

Argyll and Bute Council 
said a ‘number of parties’ were 
showing interest in Kilbowie 
House. 

The Oban Times understands 
there is one other note of interest, 
from a property developer 

The council spokeswoman 
added the closing date was 
‘timed to allow reports on 
all offers received to the next 
meeting of the Oban, Lorn and 
Isles area committee’.

Mr Russell said: ‘I think to 
be fair to the council - I have 
to be in the season of good-will 
- setting the closing date is the 
right thing to do.

‘When there is a potential 
incoming interest we need to 
focus on doing what we can 
do, particularly with creative 
industries which is a growth area 
for the Highlands and islands.’

Andy MacDowall, left, collects his award as The Oban Times’ Angel of the Year 2013 from friend John MacKenzie. Andy dedicated the 
award to his late wife Rena, whose picture takes pride of place in his home. 15_t52angel1

petition from across the west 
Highlands and islands, Andy, 
of Hazeldean Crescent, was the 
majority choice of our panel, 
who said his deeds and dedica-
tion were an inspiration to the 
whole community. By winning, 
he picked up a special com-
memorative trophy and £500.

‘Surprised isn’t the word,’ 
Andy added after being told of 
his win. 

‘I thought you’d got the wrong 
person.  

‘I do enjoy meeting people and 
it is nice to do something for 
others. I always say it’s for the 
older people - in fact I’m often 
older than some of the people 
I’m helping.’

As well as organising the Oban 
in Bloom competition, Andy 

Square and takes ‘elderly’ 
people to doctors’ appointments; 
to visit friends or relatives at the 
hospital or church. He even takes 
large waste items to the dump 
on behalf of elderly people who 
cannot pay to have it picked up.

He has met Princess Anne 
three times in Oban, most 
recently after helping to build 

House, and he recently raised 
£400 for disadvantaged children 
with a sponsored slim. 

Andy said he couldn’t wait to 
tell his three children, Kirsty, 
Patrick and Andrew, and eight 

grandchildren about the award. 
Close friend John MacKenzie 
said: ‘He gives so much of his 
time to the community and 
considering he’s in his 81st year, 
it’s a remarkable achievement.’

Andy was nominated for the 
award by Senga Cakebread of 
Argyll Voluntary Action, who 
said: ‘There is nothing this man 
doesn’t do!’

This year’s runners up were 
Roanna Black, Benderloch, 
who turned 16 on Christmas 
day and is already a dedicated 
fundraiser and volunteer, and 
Moira Haywood, Barcaldine, a 
volunteer with Home-Start Lorn 
for more than six years. Each 
pick up a cheque for £100.

Stormy
weather to 
continue

Publisher’s 
anger over 
council’s sale 
deal delay 

Angel of the Year dedicates award to late wife
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A YOUNG amateur golfer from Oban, who has had 
the type of season most players can only dream of, 
could be named Scottish Golfer of the Year.

Robert MacIntyre has been shortlisted for the 
prestigious award alongside nine other profession-
als and amateurs, including Catriona Matthew, 
Stephen Gallacher and Marc Warren. Last year’s 
winner was Ryder Cup hero Paul Lawrie.

The award will be presented at a star-studded 
Scottish Golf Awards on February 28. The winner 
is being decided by public vote.

Robert, aged 17, had a phenomenal season in 

youths’ and boys’ stroke play crowns in the same 
year.

He also played in the Pro-Am Alfred Dunhill 
Links Championship and helped Great Britain and 
Ireland win the youth amateur Jacques Leglise Tro-
phy with a convincing 15 - 9 victory over Europe.

To vote for Robert visit www.scottishgolf.org

A REPORT improving transport 
infrastructure on the isle of Kerrera is 
likely to be ready for councillor scru-
tiny next month.

Fergus Murray, Argyll and Bute 
Council’s development policy manag-
er, told the most recent meeting of the 
Oban, Lorn and Isles Area committee 
three different options were being 
explored to improve connectivity on 
the island. The council is also to meet 
with the island’s owner, Dunollie 
Estates, for more detailed discussions 
over plans for the island. 

Funding options to build a road on 
Kerrera were also being investigated, 
with the possibility of the council 
adopting the road once laid. Mr Mur-
ray and councillor Roddy McCuish 
also met with ferries infrastructure 
owner Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd (CMAL) to discuss the impending 
adoption of the Kerrera Ferry. Mr 
McCuish said: ‘I have been enthused 
by how enthusiastic both Transport 
Scotland and CMAL are over this. I’m 
happy with the progress and what the 
council is doing.’

ScotRail extends free parking to half hourKerrera report progressing well

Robert in running for 
golfer of the year title

Ciara chills out with family in Abu Dhabi

11-12 Argyll Square,
Oban, Argyll PA34 4AZ
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Evening light on Neist Point, Isle of Skye

Barbara Jones
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Goat Fell from Corrie harbour
Dennis Hardley
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Tobermory, Isle of Mull
Kathy Collins
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After a pleasant voyage, we got safely and agreeablyinto the harbour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose. Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, James Boswell.
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And when I came to a hill above Toigal I saw lying below me the 
mouth of the Morar River and a large bay of silver sand.In Scotland Again, HV Morton.
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THE LACK of joined up public 
transport to the Isle of Mull on a 
Sunday during winter has been 
branded a ‘shambles’ by the island’s 
community council.

Changes to timetables in winter 
sees islanders struggling to return 
home after being away in Glasgow 
or Edinburgh for the weekend. 

Travelling on a Sunday means 
getting an 8.30am bus to Oban and 

to Craignure – a situation deemed 
unacceptable by Mull councillor 

Mary-Jean Devon. She said: ‘You 
can’t get a train out of Glasgow 
that ties up with the boat – only the 
8.30am bus which gets in at 11 and 

but between October and March on 
a Sunday they are Oban centric.’

Shambles
Steve Willis, chairman of Mull 

Community Council, added: ‘It is 
a shambles that passes for a train 
service as regards serving the 
islands on Sunday - we’re looking 

for something mid-afternoon so 
either the bus or train gets into Oban 
when people can catch a ferry.’

A spokeswoman for Scottish 
Citylink said: ‘We have taken this 
feedback on board and we are happy 
to look at other potential options to 
see if there is a way we can offer a 
more joined up service for passengers 
travelling from Mull.’

ScotRail currently runs one train 
to Oban each Sunday during winter, 
leaving Glasgow at 6.20pm, arriving 
in Oban at 9.27pm.

A ScotRail spokesman said: ‘We 
continue to work with industry 
partners and community leaders to 
provide even better rail services for 
Oban – starting with doubling the 
numbers of trains on Mondays to 

Councillor Fred Hall has written 
to transport minister Keith Brown 
stressing the proportion of Oban 
Ferry Terminal passengers bound for 
Mull, almost 550,000 out of 713,000 
annually, means a better integrated 
service should be introduced.

FORMER staff of the Western 
Isles Hotel in Tobermory, Isle 
of Mull, gathered together, 
above, to remember an old 
colleague who passed away in 
early November.

Dorothy Hallam, who died 
just a few days short of her 
97th birthday, was remem-
bered fondly at a memorial tea 
in celebration of her life. 

Dorothy came to the 
Western Isles Hotel in the late 
1960s and continued working 
as the highly valued and 
respected housekeeper until 

Nearly a dozen of the former 
housekeeping, restaurant and 
bar staff gathered to swap 
stories of their time working 
with Dorothy. She always 

Tobermory High School Parent Council treasurer and vice 
chairwoman Allison Robb presents a £2,100 cheque to 

headteacher Craig Biddick. The money was raised by Allison 
and colleagues over the last year, through activities including 

the annual summer fair, providing refreshments at events 
and a quiz night. Thanking the parent council, Mr Biddick 

expressed his gratitude for the efforts it had made on behalf 
of the school in other ways. This includes engaging with Argyll 

and Bute Council and other bodies to ensure Mr Biddick has 
the best possible platform to deliver education for the student 

body.  Photograph by Gordon Chalmers.

THE ANNUAL pantomime 
in Tobermory hit the stage last 
week in the town’s Aros Hall.

Mother Goose, directed 
by Andi Stevens, played to 
packed houses with audi-
ences stepping out to enjoy an 
evening of traditional panto 
fun.  

In a battle between good and 
evil, John Coyle’s improbably 
glamorous Fairy Day faced the 
dastardly Demon Night played 
in a suitably sinister manner 
by Duncan Swinbanks.

Mother Goose was unforget-
table as she sought to roll back 
the years and win the hand 
of Squire Blackheart, played 
with aplomb by Shona Reade.

Sarah Palmer’s Jack was 
lithe and swashbuckling as 
a principal boy should be, 
and the perfect foil to Ellie 
Halbert’s heroine Jill. Susie 
Carmichael gave a typically 
bravura performance as Jack’s 
none-too-bright brother Silly 
Billy.

Two panto stalwarts, 
Elizabeth MacIver and 
Barbara Weir, gave assured 
and witty renditions as the 
bailiffs Biff and Bash who 

Mull Lines

rigorously defended the rights 
of ‘her girls’ and set very high 
standards.

She stayed until Derek and 
Kathy McAdam sold the hotel 

south Wales to be closer to 
her son John. In the 1970s 
and 1980s most of the staff 
of the Western were locals 
and it is thought that as many 
as 20 former members of the 
staff still live on the island. It 
was an enthusiastic team 
and Dorothy was a highly 
respected senior member. 

A big thank you was given 
to the Western Isles Hotel for 
a splendid tea and for showing 
the girls around the rooms 
in which they had worked so 
hard. 

Shona Reade, Ryan Lowe and Neil McHaffie prepare for the 
panto. 

go on to assist Demon Night. 
Another duo who captivated 
were youngsters Natalie Mc-
Dowell and Shannon Maclean 
as Trinny and Susannah, 
providing Mother Goose with 
an all-important three minute 
makeover, under the watchful 
eye of Anna Nonhebel’s 
Madame Fi Fi.

Making her panto debut as 
Sally the goose girl was Molly 
Reade and a special accolade 
must go to Ryan Lowe as 
Pricilla the Goose.  

The terrible puns, the 
geriatric jokes, the songs 
and the traditional call and 
response from cast to audience 
were enhanced by music 
provided by Broadband.

The colourful sets were 
made by Brian and Helen 
Swinbanks and the lighting 
was directed by Rob 
MacDonald.     

King Gander managed some 
lively song and dance action 
together with his Queen 
Goosey played by Karen 
Nonhebel. The 12 young 
performers in the chorus 
played their parts with great 
verve, enthusiasm and skill.

A COMMUNITY hydro scheme 
on the Isle of Mull is well on 
the way to reaching its funding 
target of £330,000.

Garmony Hydro Scheme, 
developed by the Mull and Iona 
Community Trust (MICT), will 
cost £1.1 million to build – with 
the outstanding balance to be 
sourced from bank lending and 
investment schemes.

The share offer opened on No-
vember 8 and has raised around 

newly formed co-operative have 
equal voting powers irrespective 
of the size of their investment. 

Each share costs £50 with a 
minimum investment of £250 
required to become a voting 

-
ment is £20,000. 

Richard Thorne, project man-
ager, said: ‘The more shares we 
sell, the less we have to borrow 
and the more surpluses will be 
available for island groups and 
community projects.’

cent after the second full year of 
operation. The community share 

AMATEUR dramatics group 
The Morvern Players, which 
returned to the stage last 
summer after an absence 
of 15 years, is to perform 
Shakespeare’s comedic 

THE VOLUNTEER crew of 
Tobermory Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution are as busy 
as ever – even though the shouts 
have tailed off for the year.

The ever industrious crew have 
been using the time training to 
keep their skills up to date. 

The crew gave up 20 hours 
over a two-week period at the 
end of November to undertake 
the RNLI’s unique casualty care 
course with an instructor from 
the organisation’s college in 
Poole. 

syllabus focused on diagnosis, 
the check card based system 
is based on what the crew 
member sees and knows – a 
symptom driven approach.

After an intensive two weeks 
involving theory sessions, 

AREAS of the sea around the west coast 
of Scotland which are being considered 
for protection have been surveyed and 
the reports published last week.

The work was carried out to help 

designated Marine Protected Areas 
(MPAs). The results will also help to 
inform future decisions about marine 
renewable energy development.

were made in Loch Sween, near Loch-
gilphead, where the biggest and best 

the UK was uncovered.
Large, impressive mounds of mud up 

to a metre high cover the seabed. Formed 
by a marine animal known as the mud 
volcano worm, the mounds cover about 
660 hectares. 

The beds of maerl, a hard coral-like 
seaweed, found in the tidal narrows of 
Loch Sween, were among the richest 

In parts of the Loch Linnhe area, rich 
beds of sea pens were found carpeting 

A range of techniques were used to 

footage, sampling the seabed and div-
ing. 

SNH worked closely with other or-
ganisations including Marine Scotland, 
which  funded a number of the surveys, 
the Scottish Association for Marine 
Science (SAMS) and Heriot-Watt Uni-
versity, to carry out the survey work.

The surveys pinpointed the distribu-

number of important marine wildlife 
and habitats, such as horse mussel beds, 
northern sea fan and deep sponge com-
munities. A total of 33 sites around the 
coast of Scotland are being considered 
as possible MPAs by ministers, follow-
ing a Scottish Government consultation 
earlier this year. 

The network of MPAs will protect 
marine wildlife, habitats and undersea 
landscapes from the coast to 200 nauti-
cal miles offshore. A number of sites 
being considered were initially proposed 
by community groups and other local 
organisations.

AN OBAN youngster is 
spreading festive cheer this year 
– after her design was chosen 
to grace the Christmas cards 
of Argyll Community Housing 
Association.

Four-year-old Heidi Robert-
son, who attends First Steps 
Nursery, was given the ACHA 
winner’s cup and a framed copy 
of her picture after winning the 
annual competition which has 
entries from nurseries including 
Soroba Young Family Group, 
Happy House and Stramash 

of judging was carried out by 
ACHA’s Lorn Area Committee, 
which wanted to acknowledge 
the incredible artistic talents of 
the nurseries participating.

Phone scam 
warning
WESTERN Isles consumers 
are being targeted by a cynical 
festive season phone scam, 
trading standards and police are 
warning.

Callers encourage people to 
phone their bank on the number 
given on the rear of their bank 
card then keep the line open.

Instead of connecting to 
the bank the unsuspecting 
responder is connected not 

the caller. A trading standards 
spokesperson said: ‘The public 

making such a call. The advice 
is to never give out such details 
either on the phone or on e-mail, 
and to be aware that reputable 
companies will not contact you 
in this manner.’

Council seeks 
tenants’ views
HIGHLAND Council tenants 
are being asked for their views 
on services provided by the 
council as their landlord.

The short survey features in 
the quarterly tenant newsletter 
being sent out to 13,000 tenants’ 
homes over the festive period.

Questions on the quality of 
homes and ‘value for money’ of 

included. Tenants responding by 
the January 13 deadline will be 
entered in a free prize draw for 
10 £50 vouchers.

Ashley Walter from Drimnin and Craig Lindsay from Lochaline are among the cast in The Morvern 
Players’ production of Twelfth Night. 

offer remains open until the end 

Michael Russell MSP for 
Argyll and Bute visited the site 
to meet the project team and to 

the project will be distributed. 
He said: ‘This is a very im-

aginative scheme that can give 
the community a real stake in 
renewable generation on their 
doorstep. I am delighted to sup-
port it and I think many others 
will learn from it.’

It is hoped that an independent 
charity will be established by the 
community councils of Mull and 
Iona to receive the funds and to 
administer applications from 
islanders. 

The aim is for the hydro 
scheme to be completed by the 

electricity from 2015 onwards. 
It will generate 1,150MWh of 

homes.
For more information or 

to obtain a share prospectus 
visit www.garmonyhydro.info 
or call Richard Thorne on 01680 
812906.

Michael Russell with members of the Garmony Hydro Working 
Group at the site. 

masterpiece Twelfth Night to 
celebrate the New Year.

The production will be played 
and produced by local talent of 
all ages at Ardtornish House 

and 5. The show will be unusual 
in that the audience will have to 
walk from room to room and in 
the garden to be able to see the 
whole story. Tickets for sale at 
the door.

Curtain up on Players’ Twelfth Night

Isle of Mull Community Council brands winter 
Sunday public transport links a ‘shambles’ 

ACHA’s Sheila Henry and Dee Moloney present 
little Heidi Robertson with her trophy. 

Heidi designs winning Christmas card

Hydro 
scheme 
nears cash 
target

Crew Robin Harrowsmith in 
the orange basket stretcher. 
Picture by RNLI/Sam Jones. 

practical scenarios and two 

passed the course which is 
approved by the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency (MCA) and 
recognised by the College of 
Paramedics, the Anaesthetic, 
Trauma and Critical Care 
Group and the Royal College of 
Surgeons.

Ian Stevens, lifeboat operations 
manager, said: ‘The winter 
months tend to be quieter in 
terms of shouts for Tobermory. 

‘However, there is no let up 
for the volunteer crew who 
continue to give up their time 
to ensure that they are fully 
trained to carry out their roles 
on the lifeboat. And whilst the 
shouts may have tailed off, they 
are still ready to respond to their 

whatever the weather.’ Casualty 
care isn’t the only skill which 
the crew have been working on 
in recent months. In addition to 
weekly training on the lifeboat, 
several of the crew have attended 
week-long courses at the RNLI 
College in Poole.

In late September, three 
crew members successfully 
completed the RNLI’s search 
and rescue navigation course. 
Two other members of the crew 
also attended the college in the 
autumn, successfully passing 
the Approved Engineering 

Over the winter, members of 
the crew will also be studying for 

RYA instructor.

Volunteer Tobermory lifeboat crew 
keep casualty care skills up to date

Unusual habitats revealed 
in marine area surveys
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‘THE BEST of head teachers’ 
was just one of many tributes 
paid to Jack Degnan as he 
retired from teaching and stood 
down from his post at Oban’s 

retain the head teaacher’s  

5 - one day short of 17 years in 

appointed head teacher of 

put his feet up as he prepares to 

using trains to transport 

were being taken to address 

some of the routes to stations 

-

but that the authority was on 

a demonstration on pruning 
and propagating and managed 

bringing on cuttings of shrubs 
because they are deeper than 

Lorn Lines

Jack Degnan, centre, with Rockfield 
Primary School captains Calum McLuckie 
and Zoe Cook and, from left, Rev Dugald 

Cameron, PTA chairman Dave Berry, 
parent council chairman Cameron Harris 

and Rev James Beaton. 16_t52degnan 01

turn down the opportunity to be 

Emotional

Soft wood cuttings are a good 
way of propagating many 

The best time to take them 

treatment using a mid-node 
cut and then trimming off the 

but he has been an outstanding 
head teacher and his generosity 

more time to pursue his hobbies 

Pupils celebrate Peter’s time with the 
school as the retiring janitor puts his 
feet up alongside grandson Dougie 

MacDonald, 11, who attends the school. 
17_t52pmack1

-

responses and that process is 

Speaking at the recent meeting 

we’re working with our partners 

being addressed

gets ready to put his feet up
miss the camaraderie with staff 

‘janny’ presented with a gift 
from staff and a picture drawn 

‘One of the best days was when 

afterwards as post-stunt success 

spending 22 years working in 

now coming back with their own 

for nine years and won tourna-

-

-

-

does his job with care and kind-

Numerous tributes at service send off
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Oidhche Challainn / New Year’s Eve 

Siubhal le Shepherd /  Robbie Shepherd

8.25f / 8.25pm

Ceòl Dannsa

9.30f / 9.30pm

An Lùib nam Boireannach 

10.30f / 10.30pm

Cèilidh na Bliadhn’ Ùire 

11.30f / 11.30pm

Disathairne 4 Faoilleach / Saturday 4 January 2014 

Ceòl, Camanachd is Cogadh 

9f / 9pm

Dimàirt 7 Faoilleach / Tuesday 7 January 2014

Ceitidh Mòrag / Katie Morag 

5f / 5pm

Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC.  |  BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.
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AN IMPASSIONED defence has 
been made of Argyll and Bute’s 

revealed the number of students 

subjects has dropped.
Statistics presented at last 

Thursday’s meeting of Argyll 
and Bute Council showed the 
percentage of pupils achieving at 
least a Level 5 (credit Standard 
Grade or Intermediate 2 A - C) in 
English and Maths had dropped 
from 95.2 per cent in 2012 to 91.7 
in 2013. Meanwhile, the Scottish 
average rose from 94.5 per cent 
to 94.9 per cent.

years Argyll and Bute pupils 
have generally performed better 
than the national average and the 
county compares well with the 
rest of Scotland when it comes 
to pupils going on to further 

relating to Oban High School’s 
performance in the last 
academic year should not 
be looked on as reliable, 
councillors heard last week.

Louise Lawson, one of the 
school’s three deputy head 
teachers, told the Oban Lorn 
and Isles Area Committee last 
week that the comparator table 
with other schools produced 

Authority is not ‘deemed 
reliable’ and is to be replaced 
with a benchmark scale in the 
future.

Ms Lawson said the current 
system didn’t measure ‘all 
levels of attainment’, adding 
‘other kinds of results don’t 
show up in the paperwork’. 

However, the tables did 
show that Oban High School 
has the second lowest cost of 
teachers per pupil out of its 

AN OBAN High School pupil 
will debate the European issues 
of the day with school pupils 
from across the Continent when 
she visits Strasbourg next year.

Erin McIntyre was selected by 
Rotary Club of Oban as Oban 
High School’s representative 
on the Euroscola trip to the 
European Parliament. 

The project is arranged, and 
funded by Rotary.

Erin, who will be joined by 25 
other Scottish students on the 
four-day trip in February, said: 
‘I’m looking forward to the trip 
as an opportunity to meet new 
people and practise my French.’

Both Erin and fellow Advanced 
Higher French student Gordon 
Thomson were put forward 

A TORCHLIGHT descent of Aonach 
Mor by outdoor athletes on skis, bike 
and foot will kick off the Fort William 
Mountain Festival, organisers have 
announced.

The February 19 spectacular at Nevis 
Range will be the opening event in 
a four-day celebration of mountain 
culture and sporting feats in the high 
hills.

talks, photography and a climbing night 
at ‘base camp’ in the Nevis Centre. 

The Clachaig Inn in Glencoe, a 
traditional haunt of mountaineers and 
walkers, will also play host. 

The festival, timed to coincide with 
the best winter walking, climbing 
and skiing conditions of the year, will 
feature top climbers and mountaineers, 

bike, ski mountaineering and hill 
running races, as well as mountain 
skills workshops. 

Four-time consecutive Ben Nevis 
race winner Dr Finlay Wild from Fort 

PUBLIC access to two popular areas 
in Glen Nevis near Fort William will 
be restricted for around three months 
for timber harvesting, Forestry 
Commission Scotland has announced.

Work is already underway along the 
main forest road between Braveheart 
carpark and the Lower Falls with a 
diversion in place along the Glen Nevis 
public road. 

Access is likely to involve a delay 
while the site is made safe for the 

public. Meanwhile, work will start on 
January 13 on the West Highland Way 
forest road towards the Dun Deardail 

Winched out
Steep ground will require logs to be 

winched out on overhead cables at both 
sites with timber extraction continuing 
until the end of March. 

Ruari Watt, communities recreation 
and tourism ranger, said: ‘We’re doing 
the work in winter because there are 

fewer visitors and inconvenience will 
be minimised. 

‘We have worked with the Highland 

Highland Way rangers to ensure that 
where routes are affected there are safe 
alternatives available.’

He added: ‘There will still be people 
out and about enjoying the forests but 
we ask that they obey the signs and 
listen to any advice they get from site 
staff.’

Spotlight on new 
care measures
ARGYLL and Bute Council 
is recruiting a consultant to 
ensure residents throughout the 
region understand the way the 
authority is ‘reshaping care for 
older people’ (RCOP).

A contract, put out to tender 
last week, offers a maximum 
of £13,500 for the successful 
individual or company to 
support the ‘implementation, 
communication, engagement 
and marketing action plan’ for 
the scheme.

The successful tenderer’s 
duties will include internal and 
external communication about 
RCOP, detailing why changes 
are needed for the future.

Tenders must be submitted by 
January 16 and it is expected 
the contract will be awarded on 
January 22.

GRANTS of up to £5,000 are available to groups 
or organisations in Argyll who work with children 
and families.

The initiative, from the Argyll and Bute Com-
munity Planning Partnership, is in an effort to give 
youngsters the best start in life.

Councillor Mary Jean Devon, spokeswoman for 
children and families, said: ‘Each baby born in 
Argyll and Bute deserves every chance to be born 
healthy, to develop to their full potential and to reach 
primary school age prepared to succeed.

‘Funding is available for groups and organisations 
that can support these aims, which are far reaching 
and ambitious. 

‘I would encourage them to apply if they can show 

to meet the needs of local communities or directly 

Bute.’
For more information contact Sheena Stewart at 

01369 708517 or email sheena.stewart@argyll-bute.
gov.uk. Grants must be processed by March 2014.

How to avoid 
festive conflict
AN ARGYLL charity is giving 

with your loved ones over the 
festive period.

Couple Counselling Argyll, 
part of Relationships Scotland, 
has some straightforward advice 
for anyone in a relationship who 
wants to ensure this time is 

free.
A spokeswoman said: ‘For 

lots of couples Christmas 
doesn’t live up to the chocolate 
box image of joy, generosity 
and goodwill – instead they 

worries and the pressure of 
expectations to make the big 
day perfect. The big budget 
Christmas telly ads don’t help 
matters. 

‘The thing is, the secret isn’t 
really that big a secret at all - it’s 
all about good communication. 
Your partner isn’t a mind-
reader, talk about what you 
both want from Christmas and 
work together to prevent any 
disappointment when the festive 
period comes.’

For more advice see www.
relationships-scotland.org.uk.

Grants awarded
LOCHABER councillors have 
made payments to two groups 
from their discretionary 
budget.

Spean Bridge Primary School 
PTA received £250 towards 
bus hire costs to a pantomime 
and Nether Lochaber Old Folks 
Association £400 for activities 
in 2014.

when people still went ceilidhing, there was one favourite. 

who left home one winter’s day to visit a relation beyond the 
Black Glen to get help with her rent with which she had fallen 
behind since her husband’s death. 

To reach his house before nightfall, she set off early in the 
morning with her baby son on her back.  

On the way a great snowstorm came and as there was no news 
of her, a dozen of her neighbours went to look for her. 

Eventually they saw a piece of her tartan cloak sticking out 
of the snow and found her lying dead below a large granite 
boulder. 

Most of her clothes were missing suggesting that she had been 
murdered and robbed.  There was no sign of her child until he 
was discovered lying a few feet away in a bed of heather. He 
was still alive thanks to the clothes his mother had taken off 
herself to protect him from the cold.

Fifty years after this tragic event, the famous Rev Norman 
Macleod (better known as ‘Caraid nan Gaidheal’ – the Friend of 
the Gael) was to preach in St Columba’s Church in Glasgow. 

The snow was falling heavily as he entered the church 
reminding him of the story of the widow and her son which his 
father, who had been minister in Morvern at the time, had told 
him. For his sermon he took Isaiah 32:2, ‘And a man shall be as 
an hiding-place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; 
as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in 
a weary land.’

A few days later Macleod was told that a dying man wanted 
to see him. Sitting by his bedside he heard that the man, who 
had originally hailed from Morvern, happened to be passing St 
Columba’s Church at the time. 

Attracted by the sound of the Gaelic psalms, he entered and 
heard Macleod telling the story of the widow who saved her 
son.  ‘I am the son,’ he told the amazed minister. They talked 
about Morvern, his mother and his miraculous rescue and then 
he passed away. 

STILL on the subject of the past, I wonder how many people 
know there was once a palace in Morvern?

Not a royal palace but the ecclesiastical residence of the 
governor of the diocese who, in this case, was Hector Maclean 
of Knock (1605-87), minister of Morvern, tacksman of Kiel 
Farm and Episcopalian Bishop of Argyll from 1680 to 1687. 

The palace, known locally as ‘Taigh an Easbuig’ (the bishop’s 
house), stands in Forestry Commission woodland about three 
hundred yards west of Kiel church. It was once a substantial 
building but is now a low, featureless ruin. 

Bishop Hector married Jean (daughter of the Rev Thomas 
Boyd, the son of another Bishop of Argyll) by whom he had 
four lawful sons and two daughters, but he is also said to have 
had a further 16 daughters, most of whom were likely to have 
been of natural birth. 

The water for my house, situated not far from Kiel, comes 
from an artesian well called ‘Tobar an Easbaig’, and must have 
been favoured by the bishop for some reason or another.

medieval church at Kiel under a slate carved with a cross 

Morvern Lines

Kiel graveyard in 1900. The Bishop’s Palace is in the trees 
above the cottage.

IN ANNOUNCING that Highland Council will receive £3 
million over two years to build a new Gaelic school on Skye and 
a further £250,000 to encourage growth in the number of pupils 
going through Gaelic medium education, is Alasdair Allan, the 
Scottish Government’s Minister for Languages, indulging in a 
bit of vote-wooing for the 2014 referendum?  

Of course we should all take pride in our cultural heritage but 
will another huge dollop of cash make the slightest difference?

Let us be honest. Virtually anyone with a mind to can learn 
to speak most languages to some degree, but if they cannot 
think in that language, especially Gaelic, which is so closely 
associated with history, tradition, hospitality, religion and 
occupation, it is useless. 

Regardless of how many millions have been channelled into 
Gaelic education during the past 20 years, it has not become the 
language of the school playground, street, television, Facebook 
or Twitter. And it never will. 

It would be a far better thing if these vast sums were 
channelled into making some of the internationally important 
Gaelic collections held in Edinburgh University’s School of 
Scottish Studies, more widely available through translation and 
digitization.
Iain Thornber iain.thornber@btinternet.com.

Alan Johnston, president of Rotary Club of Oban, and Oban High School teacher Tania Robertson 
with pupils Gordon Thomson and Erin McIntyre. 16_t51euro01

education. William Crossan, the 
council’s Church of Scotland 
representative, suggested the 
drop in the English and Maths 
pass rates was linked to a 
shortage of teachers.

He said: ‘I think our schools 
are performing much better than 
this report suggests but there is 
a downward trend in English 
and Maths against Scotland as a 
whole and we need more detail 
about that.’

Councillor John Semple 
added the exams report did not 
do justice to the good work in 
Argyll’s schools and wanted 
more to be done to promote their 
successes.

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre 
stressed the importance of 
education in maintaining 
Argyll’s population, adding: ‘In 
2009 we were well above the 

national average [for English 
and Maths] and now it is three 
per cent lower. Is our education 

what we want it to do?
‘A business would look at what 

it wants to do in 10 or 20 years 
and change its training methods 
accordingly.’

But council leader Dick Walsh 
defended the status quo, saying: 
‘You can nit-pick these papers 
and focus on the negative but 
that doesn’t help. There is lots of 
good work in our schools. We are 
looking at this paper in isolation 
but there are annual reports that 
make excellent reading.’

Councillors agreed a 
recommendation, proposed by 
Councillor Ellen Morton, to look 
at how best to report the full 
scale of educational achievement 
at future meetings.

20 comparator schools, with 
only Forres Academy’s cost of 
£4,102 per pupil being lower 
than OHS’s £4,334. When 
compared with schools of a 
similar size - Dingwall, Banff 
and Forres Academies - OHS 
was on average third best for 
pupil attainment, with only 
Banff Academy faring worse. 

Ms Lawson said the school 
had a high mix of abilities 
though, and made efforts to 
cater for those pupils who 
were more vocationally able 
than academically so. That 

don’t take account of, she said. 
Island pupils who stay in 

the school hostel during 
the week also fared better 
than those staying at 
home, outperforming their 
mainland counterparts in 
Standard Grades, Highers and 
Advanced Highers.

Schools up to the job 
despite pass rate drop     
Councillors defend education system

by the local Rotary club but a 
selection panel at district level 
selected Erin for the trip.

Both students had written 
essays on European topics and 
been interviewed ahead of the 
selection process. 

They were supported by 
Oban High School languages 
teacher Tania Robertson, who is 
originally from Lyon.

Alan Johnston, president of 
Rotary Club of Oban, said: 
‘We think this project is very 

studying the language, and gives 
an insight into what is happening 
in Europe. We were keen for 
both Erin and Gordon to go but 
only one could be selected at 
district level.’

Erin selected for 
parliament trip 

Mountain glory: Ben Nevis pictured 
from 3,600-foot Sgurr a Mhaim, 
across Glen Nevis. 10_f52mountain01

Helping children get 
the best start in life

William will be among the panellists 
at ‘Hill Running Highs’ at the Nevis 
Centre on February 21.

The seventh recipient of the Scottish 
Award for Excellence in Mountain 
Culture will also be formally announced 
during the festival. 

Mike Pescod, chairman of the 
Highland Mountain Culture 
Association, organisers of the festival, 
said: ‘The Fort William Mountain 

Festival continues to get incredible 
support from local people, enthusiasts 
from across Scotland and the UK, and 
businesses from all sectors. 

‘It’s guaranteed to inspire, 
entertain and educate. It caters for a 
wide spectrum of enthusiasts from 
armchair adventurers to climbers and 
mountaineers to mountain bikers and 
budding wildlife photographers.’

He added: ‘Celebrating the landscape 
that surrounds us in Fort William is 
the inspiration behind the mountain 
festival.’ 

Festival patron, renowned climber, 
mountain guide and photographer 
Dave ‘Cubby’ Cuthbertson said: ‘I’ve 
climbed and walked in these parts for 
nearly 40 years and at this stage in my 
outdoor career being patron of such a 
prestigious event is not only an honour 
and a recognition of my contribution to 
Scottish climbing, but also provides me 
with a great sense of belonging.’ 

The Outdoor Capital of the UK is 
presenting sponsor of the festival.

Torchlight descent of Aonach 
Mor to start mountain festival

Glen Nevis public access to be restricted for 
three months of timber harvesting

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Barcaldine, Oban, Argyll PA37 ISE

Open throughout 
the holidays

Come and meet our new seal pups
OPENING TIMES

DECEMBER
Friday 27th 10am - 4pm
Saturday 28th 10am - 4pm
Sunday 29th 10am - 4pm
Monday 30th 10am - 4pm
Tuesday 31st 10am - 4pm

JANUARY
Wednesday 1st 11am - 4pm
Thursday 2nd 10am - 4pm
Friday 3rd 10am - 4pm
Saturday 4th 10am - 4pm
Sunday 5th 10am - 4pm

Last admission 3pm each day
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A LOCHABER outdoor learning 
centre has won approval for a 
new hydro scheme to provide 
renewable energy to the grid and 
cut its electricity costs.

The Outward Bound Trust’s 
Loch Eil Centre, near Corpach, 
received planning permission 
last week from Highland Council 
planners. 

The 500kW plant will harness 
two burns, Allt An Fhuadh and 
Allt na Leth Bheinn, on the 
hillside above to generate enough 

THERE was an early Christmas treat for 
the residents of Taynuilt at the annual 
Christmas ceilidh.

The well-attended concert offered 
top-class traditional music, singing 
and dancing, as well as some half-time 
stovies.

Santa Claus even managed to put in an 
appearance, much to everyone’s delight.

kicked off the proceedings with some 

also joined fellow musicians Rebecca 

Campbell in the impressive Trad Band. 

further enjoyable toe-tapping music.
The Isla Sinclair Dancers performed 

two excellent sets of dancing, 

Museum and The Flying Scotsman. 
Dancers on the night were Megan Black, 

Campbell.
Soloists Joy Dunlop and Robert 

Robertson, both Royal National Mod 
gold medallists, delighted the audience 

Fear an Taighe was Duncan MacNeil, 

Centre, Furan.

A HEATED debate over the 
‘preserve and prepare’ budget 
strategy at Argyll and Bute 
Council ended with the leader 
of the local authority describing 
the exchange as ‘a pantomime’.

At a full meeting of the council 
last Thursday, former leader 
Councillor James Robb tabled 
a motion to alter the budget put 
forward by Councillor Walsh’s 
administration and agreed at the 
council’s meeting on November 
28.

Councillor Robb - the previous 

maintained the council needs 
to make cuts of £5.7 million 
over the next six years, making 
job losses inevitable. However, 
Councillor Walsh’s plan will 
seek to preserve jobs and 
services over the next two years, 
with more severe cuts likely 
from 2016 onwards.

Describing the current 
administration’s budget tactic as 
‘a policy of kicking things into 
the long grass’, Councillor Robb 
tabled his motion with Councillor 
Sandy Taylor as seconder.

Councillor Walsh made an 

Plockton Primary School pupils 
performed their panto Seamus 
and the Magic Christmas Tree 

last week in a packed Plockton 
Village Hall. The production, 

written by acting head teacher 
Anne Stewart, had a twist 

with several local ‘worthies’ 
included. All 21 children took 

part, together with the nursery. 
Resident Kathleen MacRae 

said: ‘It was really well done.’ 

Lochaline mini 
crime wave
LOCHALINE and district was 
hit by a mini crime wave last 
week after two properties were 
broken into sometime over 
Wednesday night into Thursday.

A quantity of tools were stolen 
from a building being renovated 
in Lochaline while at nearby 
Drimnin diesel and building 
equipment were stolen from a 
shed at a building site. 

Meanwhile, on Skye, an aerial 
was stolen from a car parked 
in Newton Bank, Ardvasar, 
between 10.30pm on Wednes-
day and 9am on Thursday.

Anyone with any knowledge 
of the above incidents is asked 
to contact police on 101 or 

702000.

Man told partner 
to stab him
A BALLACHULISH man held 
a knife to his own chest and told 
his then partner to stab him, a 
court has heard. 

Leven Terrace, appeared at Fort 
William Sheriff Court after 
pleading guilty to behaving in a 
threatening and abusive manner 
in his home on August 10 this 
year. 

told the court MacNeil held a 
12-inch knife to his chest and 
told his partner to stab him, 
shouting ‘rip my heart out 
cause that’s what you are doing 
anyway’.

MacNeil’s defence agent Clare 
Russell said the couple had been 
rowing over the amount of time 
he spent at work.  

admonished MacNeil, 
telling the 53-year-old that ‘such 
behaviour is not acceptable’.

Worker stole flat-
packed garage 
from sawmill
A FORMER Banavie man 
has been ordered to carry out 
unpaid work in the community 

packed garage. 

residing at 68 Ashton Road, 
Inverness, pled guilty at Fort 
William Sheriff court to 
stealing the garage from BSW 
Sawmill, Corpach, on Decem-
ber 3 2012 whilst working there. 

ordered Woods to carry out 150 
hours of community service 
within one year. 

Views sought        
on possible
council cuts
Bute are being asked for their 
views on how the local authority 
can make savings.

Council leader Dick Walsh 
announced the beginning of a 
consultation, which will be used 
to stimulate debate over the 
budget from 2016. 

will be a period of relative 

council. The need to make 

impacted on our budget in 
previous years does not apply 
to the same extent in these two 
years. 

‘However, our funding is 

from 2016 onwards. We’re 
going to use these two years to 
plan for delivering services with 
reduced funding.’

The survey, which is only 
available online, is available on 

Association (ACHA) has met 
with the area’s local authority as 
it tries to unlock funds to carry 

improvements to its homes.
The social landlord wants 

to carry out £72million of 
both internal and common 
improvements to buildings by 

of that intended for common 
building work, mainly repairs to 
roofs and cladding of tenement 
buildings.

Agreement
For this to work, however, 

agreement has to be reached 

within the ACHA buildings - 
something it has been struggling 
to do.

executive of ACHA, said: ‘The 
association has met with Argyll 
and Bute Council to explore ways 
to further assist this process 
of investment in tenanted and 
owner-occupied homes. 

‘The association looks forward 
to developing solutions in 
partnership with affected owners 
and Argyll and Bute Council 
to deliver the much-needed 
investment in the properties 
affected.’

AN OBAN Bay Brewery beer has been 
one of the biggest sellers during a festival 

bottles in record time.
The store’s Winter Beer Festival has gen-

erated sales in excess of £125,000 in just 
six weeks, with Skelpt Lug from Oban Bay 

across Scottish stores.
The festival launched on October 31 fea-

turing 32 seasonal ales from a selection of 

breweries across Scotland including Skye 
Brewery, Loch Lomond Brewery and The 
Hebridean Brewing Co. 

Richard Holloway, Aldi’s Scottish man-
aging director, said: ‘This is the third time 
Aldi has held a beer festival in Scotland 
and the results speak for themselves. 

‘We are proud to support smaller Scot-
tish breweries and to give them a chance 
to introduce their excellent product to a 
wider audience.’

THE NUMBER of students who leave 
Oban High School and go on to further 
education, training or employment has 
increased.

A total of 201 pupils left the school in 

are unemployed – a drop from 8.1 per 
cent the previous year.

Tobermory, Tiree and Tarbert 
secondary schools all recorded 100 per 
cent success rates with students either 
continuing their education or gaining 
employment.

11.2 per cent more pupils going on to 
education, training or employment.

Across Argyll and Bute as a whole, 
the number of school leavers going on 
to a ‘positive destination’ has increased 
to 92.5 per cent – the highest percentage 
ever recorded for the authority and 
above the national average.

Councillor Aileen Morton, 
spokeswoman for education, said: ‘I am 
delighted to see such a high percentage 
of our young people move on from 
school to positive destinations. 

‘This highlights the effort the council 
has made recently to support our 
young people to take advantage of all 
opportunities available to them.’

Argyll and Bute Council saw 875 
senior pupils leaving the authority’s 10 
secondary schools. 

Islay High School has more than 10 per 
cent of leavers unemployed – a total of 
25 young people – and further support 
will be offered to see what is needed 
to help their school leavers take more 
advantage of future opportunities.

MEASURES to reverse the dramatic 
population decline in Argyll and Bute will 
be unveiled in February.

The area’s local authority has prioritised 

show more people are leaving the county 
than anywhere else in Scotland - with lack 
of jobs cited as one of the biggest drivers 
of the decline.

Argyll and Bute Council chief executive 
Sally Loudon had called a summit at 
Inveraray Castle in September, bringing 

bodies and individuals across the county to 
formulate a plan to reverse the dwindling 
populace.

The result is a six-point action plan, full 
details of which are to be published early 
in the new year.

Jane Fowler, the council’s head of HR 

and improvement, said the plan would be 
executed in a tight time-frame. She said: 
‘Argyll and Bute has the most rapidly 
declining population for the whole of 
Scotland. We set out a 10-year plan to 
grow the population and create economic 
success by 2023. Six ideal outcomes 
were agreed and this covers everything, 
including the economy, improving skills 
and leading healthier lives.’

Over the next three years there will be 
a focus on creating jobs, linked to the 
growth of economy and skills.

out more of the detail of the plans, with 
the council set to consult the community 
as well as business leaders in the coming 
weeks.

The Outward Bound Trust Loch Eil Centre: set to benefit from its 
own hydro scheme.

electricity for 530 homes. The 
scheme lies on land owned by 
West Highland Woodlands and 
The Dulverton Trust, with an 
area of land leased by the trust to 
Outward Bound.

Agreement

secured a lease agreement with 
the landowners to extract water 
and operate the plant.

Christine Falconer of The 
Outward Bound Trust said: 
‘We are hugely excited by 

Learning centre powers 
ahead with hydro plant

this initiative. The trust 
relies heavily on the natural 
environments that we operate in 
and we are proactive in raising 
environmental awareness 
amongst the young people on 
our courses. 

‘Being able to harness the 
power of the environment in a 
sympathetic and environmentally 
friendly way to generate power 
for the centre just brings it all the 
more to life for employees and 
participants.’

Milner said environmental 
and visible impacts would be 
‘minimal’.

He told The Oban Times: ‘We 
will be building next year with 
the switch-on planned in early 
2015.

‘With an expected life in excess 
of 50 years it really does deliver 
long term low impact renewable 
energy.

‘It can also provide a big boost 
to The Outward Bound Trust’s 

Loch Eil Centre which will, once 
the scheme is up and running, 
be able to use the electricity 
generated by the scheme at a 
fraction of the current cost.’

The Loch Eil Centre is a former 
Highland shooting lodge set in 
extensive grounds which were 
formerly part of the estate of the 
chiefs of Clan Cameron. 

The Outward Bound Trust is 
an educational charity and the 

assisted outdoor learning.

The ceilidh was going for gold with 
performers Robert Robertson and Joy 

Dunlop. 16_t52taynuilt01

amendment to reject the motion 
and for the council to continue 
with its agreed budget. The 
motion was defeated 21 votes to 
seven.

But the debate continued as the 
meeting moved on to the next 
agenda item, discussing cuts to 
amenity services.

Councillor Ellen Morton, the 
council’s deputy leader, said: 
‘I don’t like these cuts. They 
arise out of Councillor Robb’s 
budget. I voted against it but we 
now need to take responsibility 
for delivering what the previous 
administration proposed. We are 
not shirking that responsibility.’

Councillor Robb responded: 
‘These cuts were necessary. It is 
a bit disappointing when things 
get personal. It is not necessary 
and not very grown up.

‘It wasn’t my budget; it was a 
decision of the council.’

Directing his quip at Councillor 
Robb, Councillor Walsh said: ‘I 
was thinking about some of the 
things we partake in at this time 
of year and quite often we go 

Leader hits 
out over 
budget debate 
‘pantomime’

Rockfield Primary School Gaelic Choir was conducted by Joanie Garvin. 16_t52taynuilt02

Festive ceilidh fun in Taynuilt

Increase in number of pupils moving into 
further education, training or employmnent

A touch of 
magic in 

ACHA in 
new bid 
to unlock 
repair cash

Oban beer sells out in record time

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes
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Down Your Way
Lochgilphead
A CHARITY working to help Mid Argyll families escape 
poverty and debt is calling for volunteers.

The Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) in Lochgilphead wants 
people to come forward and help it support locals who are 
struggling with the changes in the welfare system.

Geraldine Day, Argyll and Bute Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
manager, said: ‘The Lochgilphead CAB has always been a busy 

‘We are seeing a huge increase in people coming for advice on 

reforms are starting to take effect. We want to be able to help 
everyone, but in order to do that we need more hands on deck.’

No previous experience is needed to become a volunteer 
and training is provided. Typical tasks volunteers carry out 

managing records and providing advice and information. 
Volunteer training will begin in January. 

A NEW unit for delivering chemotherapy has opened at 
Lochgilphead’s Mid Argyll Community Hospital.

Named the MacMillan Day Suite, the unit was opened this 

chemotherapy at the hospital, and Michael Russell, MSP for 
Argyll and Bute.

The Dunadd Room, which will allow relatives to sleep at the 
hospital when a loved one is receiving end of life care, was also 
opened.

Situated away from the busy wards within the hospital, 
the MacMillan Day Suite is a bright room with comfortable 
furnishings, ensuring people receive chemotherapy in a 
relaxing environment.

Staffed by three nurses, the unit opens 18 months after the 
hospital began delivering chemotherapy and other cancer 
related therapies.

SHOPPERS at Lochgilphead Co-op are now being offered the 
option of having their groceries delivered to their door.

The shop last week launched a home delivery service, which 
is free when people spend more than £25 at the Oban Road 
store.

The supermarket said the service followed requests for home 
delivery by its customers, adding it was ideal for mothers with 
young children and elderly shoppers who do not have their own 
transport.

THE PETITION to see a 3G pitch built in Lochgilphead has 
gathered pace as another 395 people show their support for the 
campaign online.

Lochgilphead referee Peter Laing submitted a hand-written 
petition to Argyll and Bute Council last month. It urged the 
local authority to upgrade the current 2G pitch at Lochgilphead 
Joint Campus to a 3G surface.

But now the campaigner has acquired more support via the 
internet.

Peter said: ‘To get more than 1,400 signatures from mostly 
local people is brilliant. Surely this will be enough for the 
council to deliver what the public want.’

HEALTH professionals from across Scotland descended on 
Lochgilphead’s Blarbuie Woodland to learn more about how 
people’s interaction with woodlands can boost their mental 
wellbeing.

The Health from Woodlands Seminar was organised by the 
Community Woodland Association earlier this month.

Delegates to the seminar met Blarbuie Woodland Enterprise 
volunteers, who have for years carried out activities in the 

of vulnerable people in the local community.

Lauren Kalache was all smiles 
as she helped sell raffle 

tickets for Christmas hampers 
at the youth group’s festive 

party. Raising money for Mid 
Argyll Youth Development 
services, the hampers fea-

tured a host of prizes donated 
by local businesses. Johnny 

Law’s, the Rumblin Tum, 
Coop, CASSA, Bargain Zone, 
Icon Hairdressing, Breagha, 
Ferguson’s Butchers, Cafe 
35, RS McColl, The Flower 

Shop, Suzie Bakes, Tesco and 
Avon all donated gifts for the 
hampers. The large hamper 
was won by Abigayle Dalby, 
the medium hamper by Ellis 
Meikle and small hamper by 

Mrs Crawford.

Roy Bridge Primary School pupils performed their play Jesus’ Christmas Party in Roy Bridge Hall 
on Monday last week. They took to the stage again for a second performance of the show in St 

Margaret’s Church last Friday.

Kyle Primary School pupils performed a nativity play with a 
cowboy twist at Kyle Village Hall on Tuesday. All pupils in the 

school took part in Prickly Hay, which featured hoedown songs 
and cowboys sweeping out the stable. Above, angels tell the 

good news to the shepherds that a baby has been born. 

Pupils of Spean Bridge Primary School performed their Christmas 
play last Tuesday.  The show ‘Nativity: It Takes a Village’ put a 

modern spin on the traditional Nativity story. All of the children 
in the school were involved, with most of the main parts played 

by primaries one to four. All of the music in the show was 
performed by pupils, without any CDs or supporting music 

and pupils in primaries five to seven finished the show with a 
rendition of ‘Do They Know It’s Christmas?’ Back left to right: 

Cameron MacIsaac, P4, Leonard Baak P3, Ryan Andrew, P4. Front 
left to right: Josh Dykes P3, Duncan MacDonald P2, Abi Kiy, P3.  

20_f52speannativity01

Santa came to visit Bun-sgoil 
Shlèite (Sleat Primary 

School) last week during the 
children’s Christmas parties. 
He is pictured above with a 

delighted P3/4. 

Taynuilt Nursery children preformed Wriggly Nativity in the school hall last Tuesday to a large 
crowd of parents and friends. The parents were invited back to the nursery for warm mince pies and 

mulled wine. 

FRIENDS’ Day at the Lismore 
Gaelic Heritage Centre was 
concluded with the launching of 
Robert Hay’s new book, How an 
Island Lost its People, published 
by the The Islands Book Trust.

book, Lismore - The Great 
Garden, which was a great 
sweep of the island’s history, 
this one deals with the years 
1830 to 1914 and explores 
the many factors that led to 
the population dwindling 
dramatically from 1500 to 400. 

The story is told through the 
lives of two pivotal players Alan 
MacDougall, who wanted to 
improve farming practice and 
encourage better tenants, and 
James Cheyne who wanted to 
clear the land for sheepwalks. 

Both books are available for 
sale in the museum shop but 
while the shop is closed for the 
season you can contact Bob 
direct on dot.bob@btopenworld.
com.

LISMORE School Nativity 
Service in the church on 
December 16 was well attended 
and warmly received. 

The service was a mixture 
of readings, prayers, and 
songs telling the Christmas 
story, as well as enthusiastic 
congregational carols. 

All the children performed 
very competently and 

Lismore Primary School Nativity service. 

primary six. 
They were ably prepared by 

head teacher Catherine Davies 
who accompanied them on her 
guitar with Anne Livingstone 
on the organ. 

Refreshments were served 
at the end of the service and 
the collection was for Crisis at 
Christmas.

LISMORE

LISMORE Primary School’s 
annual Family Christmas Lunch 
on Wednesday December 11 
began with a delicious fruit 
punch made and served by the 
children. 

Anne Livingstone then 
directed them as they danced 
the Reel for Jeannie followed 
by the Virginia Reel which 

invited to join. 
A slide show of the term’s 

activities followed before cater-
ing manager Hazel McCormick 

Robert Hay. 

served a delicious Christmas 
dinner on a beautifully set table.

Later the children sang 
with everyone joining in with 
Jingle Bells and We Wish You 
a Merry Christmas. Mention 
must be made of the array of 
puddings Hazel had prepared 
and the cake the children had 
made, each child bringing in an 
ingredient and making a wish as 
they added it. 

Head teacher Catherine 
Davies thanked Hazel and 
all the staff as well as Anne 
Livingstone, and sadly said 
goodbye to Marie Carmichael 
who has been teaching the 

moving on.

Youngsters enjoy Nativity plays and Christmas parties

A PATIENT participation 
group (PPG) has been formed 
in Ballachulish to work with 
the local medical practice to 
offer the patient perspective 
on services provided by the 
medical centre. 

It will encourage feedback 
from patients with the aim of 
making the medical centre more 

monthly and anyone is welcome 

BALLACHULISH

Ballachulish Primary pupils got to handle some slithery snakes 
and various creepy crawlies when Zoo Lab came to the school.

The visit was part of the children’s reward for retaining their 
Green Flag status.

BANAVIE Primary School had some unusual 

playground. 
The animals were the centre of attention as the 

pupils learned about them and their  habitat.
Vicky and Ben Dodman, seasonal staff of 

Cairngorn Reindeer Herd brought three mature 
reindeer and two calves to meet the pupils as their 
own children attend Banavie Primary School and 
Kilmallie Playgroup. 

Mrs Dodman told The Oban Times: ‘It’s great 

that we can do this for all of the kids, they’re very 
interested in learning about the reindeer.

‘We thought we might need to fundraise as 
some places can pay thousands of pounds  to hire 
the service but Cairngorn Reindeer Herd let us 
bring the animals for no charge, we only had to 
pay for our fuel.’ 

Children from Kilmallie Playgroup and the 
special needs department of Lochaber High 
School also visited the Banavie school grounds to 
see the reindeer. 

Festive fun: Banavie P1s with Blue the reindeer calf, Mr and Mrs Dodman (wearing red and white 
jerseys) and school staff.  20_f52reindeer01

THE OWNER of Killiechonate 
Estate at Spean Bridge has 
appealed to the public for extra 
vigilance on woodland paths.

Rik Eppens asked Spean 
Bridge, Roy Bridge and 
Achnacarry community council 
members to report anything 
unusual, such as trial bikes, rare 
wildlife or illegal poaching at 
Killiechonate woodlands.

Access to the area is free to 
hill walkers, cyclists and horse 
riders. Motorized access is 
forbidden. 

Reports of unusual activity 
can be reported via the contact  
on the estate’s website: www.
killiechonate.com

Mr Eppins also told the 
council that the forest road to 
Aonach Mor has experienced 
some surfacing problems. He 
said that it is in the process of 

timber lorries will have to use 
the Corriechoille Road. 

BIG HEARTED Luing lads 
Duncan Fothergill, aged 11, 
and Fergus Ritchie, 10, were 
so affected by the news of the 
devastation in the Philippines 

A CHRISTMAS Fayre held in 
Kilmore Hall earlier this month 
raised £267.50 from sale of teas, 

Santa paid a visit to the 
children and adults were able to 
view an exhibition of paintings 
by local artists.

Organisers want to thank all 
who helped and contributed 

The 100 Club winners were 
£100 A MacPherson, £300 Lord 
Denham and £500 A Spence. 
The Christmas lights outside 

afternoon’s fun event.

MUCKAIRN Guild held its 
annual Candlelit Supper on 
December 5 in the Village Hall.  

Convenor for the evening 
Stella Huntingford welcomed 
all those present, including 
members from guilds in Appin 
and Ardchattan. 

The hall was packed as usual 

musicians from Oban and Lorne 
Strathspey and Reel Society.

The evening took the usual 
form and there were readings, 
both biblical and secular, a 
carol soloist and music from the 
Muckairn ringers.  

A vote of thanks was given by 
Mary Nicholson which included 
a vote of thanks to everyone 
who provided and served the 
delicious supper.  

A collection was taken for the 
guild’s Passage to India project 
with £240 raised.

BARRA’S community 
produce shop, Bùth Barraigh, 
is hoping for a bumper end to 
the year after moving into new 
temporary premises for the next 
18 months.

The Western Isles Council had 
given the community enterprise 
notice to quit its old premises 
earlier in the year and had 
offered the former home of the 
Co-op in Castlebay as a new 
home.

Since, the authority has 

venture a new home, but has 
given it permission to open at 
the old Co-op for the next 18 
months.

Moving day came at the end of 
November - but it wasn’t easy.

Bùth Barraigh’s Sarah 
MacLean said: ‘It was a massive 
effort. We closed the other shop 
on November 30 and re-opened 
after a massive community 
effort last Saturday, December 
7. People ached in places they 
hadn’t ached before! 

‘We didn’t want to invest too 
much as we are only going to be 
here for 18 months.’

Despite that, the building 
is looking great, thanks in 
no small part to the stock of 
goods produced by the island’s 
talented residents, crofters and 
crafters alike. 

Sarah says she is hoping 
for a surge in the lead up to 
Christmas, with the shop likely 
to be closed between January 
and February for the off season.

LUING

Reindeer visit delights Banavie pupils

KILMORE

SPEAN BRIDGE

caused by the typhoon, they 
both felt that they wanted to do 
something to help.  

With the help of both their 
mums, and friends, Kyle and 
Heather, they held a coffee 
afternoon in Duncan’s home 
on Saturday December 14 to 
raise funds for the Disasters 
Emergency Committee’s 
Philippines Typhoon appeal.   

The afternoon raised £410, 
with donations still coming in. 
The boys would like to thank 
everyone who braved the gale 
that afternoon to support their 

fundraising efforts, and to 
everyone who donated money 
or cakes.  

Both lads are pupils of Luing 
Primary School and are no 
strangers to fundraising – they 
both climbed to the top of 
Scarba last summer in aid of 
Cancer Research UK.

MORAG Mawson and her band 
of little elves have been busy 
around the Island of Luing. 
They organised the Christmas 
card delivery service for the 
island, handing out greetings 

around the houses in the midst 
of a terrible gale on December 
14.   Their gallant efforts 
raised £198.50 which will be 
split between the British Heart 
Foundation and The Isle of 
Luing Rowing Club.  

Morag also has been selling 
the Christmas song anagrams 
sheet, which was drawn at the 
Toberonochy Hall quiz night, 
with Sue Blackwell taking the 
prize. A total of £64 was raised 
for The Isle of Luing Rowing 
Club. 

On Sunday December 15 the 

Toberonochy Hall Committee’s 
Film Cub raised £48 showing 
Polar Express, this money will 
go towards the cost of the new 
sound equipment for the hall.

Morag has organised a 
Christmas/New Year ceilidh 
for Saturday December 28 in 
Cullipool Hall, from 7.30pm. 
This annual event is in aid of 
the British Heart Foundation.

BARRA

THE RECENT Taynuilt Whist 
raised £100 for the Senior 
Citizens’ Bus Outing.  

Leslie Servant was card 
master and 4½ tables attended. 

Gents: 1 L Servant, 2 J 
Grout, Connel, 3 John Ross, 4 
Colin Campbell, Consolation 
prize: Dougie McDougall, 
Gents Travelling prize: Stella 
Huntingford.  

Ladies: 1 Margaret Forbes, 
Connel, 2 Isabel Grout, Connel, 
3 Marilynn Henderson, 4 
Cecilia Keenan, Consolation 
Prize: Florence Anderson, 
Travelling Prize: Marilynn 
Henderson.

MUCKAIRN

TAYNUILT

to attend. The group is made up 
of local people from a diverse 
range of backgrounds and 
interests and it is hoped to have 
all age groups in the community 
represented.

The PPG has already 

if there are any areas of the 
medical practice which could be 
altered to improve the service. 

The results have been posted 
on the centre notice board and 

a suggestion box has also been 
installed in the waiting area. 

All suggestions will be 
considered. 

Anyone wishing to get 

more about the group can drop 
into the medical centre and pick 
up information or call Ruth 
McCormick on 01855 811226.

The next meeting in the 
medical centre is on January 15 
at 1.30pm.

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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EFFORTS are being stepped 
up to keep the deer equivalent 
of mad cow disease out of the 
West Highlands.

Chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) is raging out of control 
in North America, prompting 
fears that unsuspecting shooters 
or holidaymakers could carry it 
to Scotland. 

The devastating condition 
kills all deer it infects.

No cases have been reported 
in Scotland or the UK so far, 
but the growing threat has 
prompted the authorities to 
issue guidance on how to 
reduce the chances of CWD 
jumping the Atlantic.

‘Chronic Wasting Disease 
- Protecting Scotland’s Deer’ 
warns countryside users and 
stalking guests either to leave 
clothing and equipment in 
Canada or the US or ensure it is 
meticulously clean.

However, even that may not 
be enough as the deadly prion 
agent which rots deer brains can 
remain active for over a decade. 
Only a tiny particle can infect 
an animal through soil, blood, 
faeces, saliva or urine.

Ardnamurchan Estate 
regularly welcomes American 
guests to shoot red deer for 
sport.

Manager William Kelly told 
The Oban Times: ‘My big 
concern is not that stalkers 
would bring it in over here - it 
is more likely to be a person 
who goes out to North America 
and comes back with soil on 
their boots after going out in a 

THE CHAIRMAN of Fort 
William Football Club has urged 
a rapid conclusion to negotiations 
over its lease of Claggan Park 
from owners Highland Council.

Ronnie MacLean says if the 
matter is not resolved soon, the 
club faces being excluded from 
the Scottish Cup next season 
and, subsequently, the Highland 
Football League.

Scottish Football Association 
licensing rules state that clubs 
must have exclusive use of their 
grounds to play in competitions.

Fort William’s current lease 
only allows limited use on match 
days plus two training evenings 
a week.

Mr MacLean told The Oban 
Times: ‘There is a need to get the 
club licensed with the SFA and 
failure to do so has potentially 
very serious consequences for 
the club.

KILMALLIE Singers, Fort William’s 
amateur choir, led an audience of around 
150 in a Christmas carol concert in the 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh Parish Church 
last Friday night.

Carols sung O Little Town of Bethlehem, 
It Came Upon The Midnight Clear, Good 

King Wenceslas, O Come all Ye Faithful 
and Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.

Soloist on the night was local Gaelic 
singer Robert Robertson, who has had a 
memorable year. The 20 year-old won the 
Gold Medal at the Royal National Mòd in 

that up with being voted ‘Up and Coming 
Artist of the Year’ at the Scots Trad Music 
Awards. Robert delivered a beautiful 
rendition of A Thighearna Dhia (Away 
in a Manger) and O Holy Night. Choir 
conductor Andrew Simpson from Arisaig 
was delighted so many people had come 

along despite the horrendous rainstorm. 
He told The Oban Times: ‘We have a very 
loyal audience and they really do try to 
turn out for us.’

Pianist on the night was Jennifer Skene 
from Gairlochy, while organist was May 
MacIntyre of Fort William.

national park.
‘Somebody could be out 

walking where there are deer 
with wasting disease, step on 
deer dung and carry infected 
material on their clothing or 
footwear. That could then be 

ground when they get back 
here.’

He added: ‘UK bio-security is 
not as active as other countries. 
We manage this as best we can 
by making sure that anybody 
that wants to come across from 
the US or has been to the US are 
aware of the threats of chronic 
wasting disease to our deer.

‘Footwear at risk of 
contamination should not be 
used again as there is no way of 
destroying the prion.’

Impact
Asked about the potentially 

devastating impact on the 
lucrative deerstalking and 
venison industries if CWD ever 
reached the West Highlands, 
Mr Kelly said: ‘I would not 
even want to speculate on that. 
We simply need to introduce 
anything we can to minimise 
the risks.’ 

John Bruce, a director of 
the British Deer Society in 
Scotland has been leading 
efforts to highlight the menace.

Mr Bruce said: ‘The west 
coast is of a rugged nature 

and has lower migration and 
densities of deer. It would 
therefore have lower [CWD] 
transmission rates - but once 
it is here it cannot be stopped. 
The state veterinary service 
has been considering the threat 
to Scotland, the UK and the EU 
due to our initiative. But now 
we need everybody’s help.

‘Our message to the populace 
is it is all very well going on 
holiday but don’t bring back 
something that’s not meant to 
be here.’

Mr Bruce pointed to evidence 
from the US showing the longer 
infected deer survive, the more 
infectious they become as the 
prion multiplies. When the 
emaciated deer eventually 
dies, the ground and even 
surrounding plants remain 
contaminated for years.

He declined to predict what 
measures may be needed if 
CWD arrived here - but noted a 
mass cull of cattle was required 
to control mad cow disease 
(BSE).

He added: ‘The risk is low 
but the threat is high. The 

line of defence. We are asking 
sporting agents to notify their 
clients and guests to sanitise 
their kit before leaving North 
America.’

Meetings to discuss the issue 
were planned with environment 
minister Paul Wheelhouse and 

next month, Mr Bruce said.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

The Kilmallie Singers line up for The Oban Times before they take the stage. 20_f52choir01

Kilmallie singers hit all the right notes at carol concert

‘If we do not achieve the licence 
conditions by May, we will not be 
playing in the Scottish Cup next 
season and if we still have not 
achieved it by May 2015 we will 
be excluded from the Highland 
league. That’s a fact now.

‘The major issue has been 
our negotiations with Highland 
Council over the lease of Claggan 
Park which has dragged on for a 
ridiculous length of time.

Lease
‘The council is looking at 

amending the lease to grant us 
exclusive use of the park at any 
time, which is an SFA licence 
requirement.

‘But we do have some 
movement now, so we are 

is required.’
Lochaber area committee 

leader, Councillor Thomas 
MacLennan, told The Oban 

Times: ‘A meeting has been 
arranged for early in the new year 
between Highland Council and 
Fort William FC when hopefully 
any remaining impediments can 
be removed and an agreement 
concluded which allows Fort 
William FC to move forward 
with their ambitions.’

Call
Meanwhile, Mr MacLean 

issued a rallying call for 
locals to get behind the team 
- as supporters, funders and 
volunteers. 

That campaign kicks off with 
an open day at the home game 
against Clachnacuddin next 
Saturday, which will be free 
entry.

Mr MacLean said: ‘I am 
certain there is a big support out 
there that has not until now been 
attending matches at Claggan on 
Saturday and if they come along 

they will realise what they have 
been missing. We really need to 

come and help at home match 
days and join the committee. The 
board are only the overseers and 
can’t do the day-to-day stuff.

‘We are also hoping to try 
to get people to sign up for 
membership and to join the 300 
club, our monthly draw.

‘The purpose of that is to boost 
the club’s regular income as well 
involving the local community 
on an ongoing basis in what we 
do.

‘And if anyone out there feels 
they have expertise in PR then 
the board would be keen to speak 
with them as well.’

A race night in the club house 
will follow the open day, Mr 
MacLean said.

 See Fort manager Conlon’s 
hopes for 2014, back page.

Growing 
fears over 
deer disease  
threat
Efforts stepped up to keep devastating 
condition out of West Highlands

Time running out for Fort FC to 
secure Claggan Park agreement

Inverlochy man’s 
scam warning
A SUPERMARKET worker 
from Inverlochy has warned 
people to be on their guard 
against a festive phone scam.

Allan Dunleavy received a 
call on Monday night from 
someone claiming to be a 
Clydesdale Bank employee, 
asking for his date of birth.

The 57 year-old’s suspicions 
were immediately aroused and 
he refused to give the fraudster 
any information.

The caller then told Mr 
Dunleavy if he phoned the 
number back he would be 
put through to the bank’s call 
centre. That instruction was 
also declined. 

Mr Dunleavy told The Oban 
Times: ‘I know banks don’t ask 
for personal details over the 
phone so I refused.

‘I’ve reported it to the police 
but it would be good to warn 
people.’ 

Trading standards advise 
against giving out personal 
details by phone or e-mail.

The children of Barcaldine Primary wowed their audience this year during their Nativity ‘A Christmas Code’. The 
mixture of excellent singing and acting ensured that a fantastic afternoon was had by everyone who attended St. 

Modan’s Church in Benderloch, with £50 raised for Breast Cancer UK. 

Barcaldine pupils speak in A Christmas Code

A CONTROVERSIAL care 
model used on the Isle of 
Mull could be rolled out 
across Argyll and Bute, ac-
cording the council’s head of 
adult care.

Jim Robb told the Oban, 
Lorn and Isles Area Commit-
tee the model used at Bow-
man Court, in Craignure, 
was cost effective, adding: 
‘My view is we need more.’

The facility had been 
disparaged by islanders, 
with several incidents be-
ing complained about by 
families of residents, until 
the council made a u-turn at 
a recent crisis meeting.

Mr Robb accepted there 
had been shortcomings in 
the facility, telling the com-
mittee: ‘I have to emphasise 
this is a new system. We do 
make mistakes. We have 
spent a lot of time looking at 
the community response. 

‘We continue to make 
improvements. In terms of 
the amount of leadership, 
in retrospect, we maybe 
underestimated the ability of 
a new member of staff. 

‘If we were starting again 
maybe we’d put in additional 
management capacity and 
we have put some temporary 
extra management in place 

and we’ll report back at the 
end of January. 

time, there has been hiccups. 

that we’ll get a very good 
service in future.’

Concerns over the provi-
sion of high-dependency care 
had also been raised, with 
people on Mull concerned 
they would have to leave the 
island to receive care.

But the report Mr Robb 
presented to the committee 
stated: ‘If there is evidence 
of problems arising of this 
type, the proposal would 
be for the council to lease a 

dependency service users. 
‘West Highland Housing 

Association is comfortable 
with this proposal and the 
cost would be £4,632 per 
annum. 

‘In the short term, the 
combination of community 
nursing and home care staff 
would support service users 
at home until a vacancy 
became available. 

‘It is not envisaged that 
service users would have to 
be transferred off the island 
into a nursing home on the 
mainland unless they chose 
to do so.’

Mull care model 
for all of Argyll?

ARGYLL residents are being 
urged to take advantage of a 
new fund to create projects 
commemorating WWI.

The Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) has launched First 

World War – Then and Now, 
which will see cash pots of 
between £3,000 and £10,000 
available for communities 
to learn about and conserve 
their First World War heri-

tage. Michael Russell MSP 
for Argyll and Bute said: 
‘2014 will mark 100 years 
since the start of the First 
World War.  I welcome this 
funding from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund which will 
enable communities across 
Argyll and Bute to under-
stand, commemorate and 
remember their First World 
War heritage.’

Funding available to communities commemorating First World War

AN EVENING of Zumba 
and fun and games for chil-
dren raised almost £600 for 
the Philippines relief effort.

The event, organised by 
Ann Rowan and Margaret 
Campbell, saw 40 adults and 
30 children enjoying them-
selves in the Corran Halls.

A fundraising auction also 
took place on Facebook with 
lots including gym member-
ships, photo sessions and 
hair and beauty treatments.

Ann said: ‘We’re hoping to 
raise £15,000 from the auc-
tion. The money has already 
been sent from last week – a 
total of £1,592.86.

‘The initial funds will  
give the children Christmas 
presents like pencils, jotters 
and sharpeners. Any money 
that now comes in will likely 
go to the schools.’Jeanette Morrison shows off her Zumba moves. Picture by Kevin McGlynn.

Zumba fun 
in aid of the 
Philippines

Social club cash boost
A SOCIAL club in a remote 
Lorn village has been 
granted £14,000 to improve 
disabled access and build an 
outdoor seating area.

Dalavich Social and 
Recreational Club, received 
the largest donation from 
the An Suidhe Community 

RWE npower renewables.
The Dalavich grant, made 

this month, is the largest 
single donation in the latest 
round of contributions from 
the wind farm fund.

More than £30,000 has 
been distributed to projects 
in Argyll.

Furnace Amenity As-

sociation landed a £10,000 
payout towards an extension 
to Furnace Village Hall. The 
revamped hall will include 
bar facilities to help replace 
the loss of the village pub.        

A total of £4,000 was 
awarded to projects in 
Inveraray. The Inveraray 
and District Pipe Band 
received £2,000 towards the 
cost of compiling a CD by 
the organisation’s Grade 1 
band and a further £2,000 
will help provide storage 
facilities for the Inveraray 
Highland Games.

Portsonachan Village Hall 
has been granted £1,929 for a 
water boiler and dishwasher.

Loan approved for Bonawe homes
MONEY has been made available to build two new homes 
for rent in Bonawe after Argyll and Bute Council agreed 
to provide a £123,122 loan. The 25-year loan to Argyll 
Community Housing Association will reduce the cost of the 
association’s borrowing from elsewhere.

The loan was agreed by councillors at the full meeting of 
the council last Thursday.

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes



Gordonstoun Credentials
“I chose Gordonstoun for my 
child not just for its academic 
achievements but because I 
felt the staff truly embrace 
the school’s philosophy with 
a passion and the students 
experience a rounded, challenging curriculum which will stay with them 
for life.”

As this parent recorded it is the unique breadth of curriculum that marks 
Gordonstoun apart from the rest. This has been true since the school’s 
foundation in 1934.  Gordonstoun today is not an academic education with 
a built on “extras” curriculum, but is a whole curriculum encompassing 
academic ambition; a world beating Outdoor Education programme (the 
Duke of Edinburgh award scheme was based on Gordonstoun Outdoor Ed); 
and an active engagement in service by all of its pupils from 8-18. 

The current Principal of Gordonstoun, Simon Reid, remains convinced of 
the relevance of Hahn’s philosophy to the 21st Century “Our academic 

programme aims to throw open the doors to life beyond Gordonstoun as 
widely as possible.  But if the last 20 years of technological change have 
shown us anything, it is that the world in which our young people will 
grow up in is evermore fast changing and unpredictable. We have to teach 
them about decision making and adaptability. At Gordonstoun you learn 
that on the hill when your team are not in agreement about the right way 
to go; you learn that on the seas working with your crew to put the sail 
up and make the dinner; and you learn that laying water pipes in a Thai 
jungle.  My aim is for our pupils to leave school with a better understanding 
of working in teams, making decisions and self awareness than most 18 
year olds could be expected to have.”

Gordonstoun is fully co-educational and is one of the few remaining full 
boarding schools in the country, with a busy programme of weekend 
activities.  We pride ourselves on our pastoral system and ethos of care and 
support throughout the school.

The School’s motto “Plus est en vous” is really true at Gordonstoun; a school 
which provides a preparation for university and life beyond. 

Thinking
about 

choosing an 
independent

school?

Think

choice • diversity • excellence

Registered Scottish Charity SCO18033

0131 556 2316 info@scis.org www.scis.org.uk

Making choices about your child’s education is a question of 
balance. Scotland’s independent schools offer choice, diversity and 
excellence and each school has something different to offer.

For help finding the right school to meet your 
child’s needs, visit www.scis.org.uk

Choice, Diversity, Excellence
Independent schools in Scotland offer you the choice of small and large 
day schools, boarding schools, co-educational, and single-sex schools.  As 
a group independent schools draw students from all sections of the com-
munity and students who attend independent schools are as diverse as the 
schools themselves.  

“Around 31,000 children of mixed abilities from diverse social backgrounds 
are educated at independent schools in Scotland with around 20% of pupils 
receiving some financial assistance from the schools. “ 

Choosing a School
Parents choose to send their children to independent schools for many 
different reasons but above all, they choose independent schools because 
they feel a particular independent school will best serve their child and 
their child’s social and educational needs.

All independent schools in Scotland have their own unique ethos and values 
but they share a common goal of encouraging each individual pupil to be all 
that they can be and to make the most of their time at school.  The choice of 
mainstream schools is wide and there are also special schools that provide 
care and education for children with additional support needs. 

Meeting the Cost
Fees vary widely between independent schools.  Schools are sensitive, 
particularly in the current economic climate, to the sacrifices that many 
parents make in order to afford school fees.  All schools provide some level 
of fee assistance, usually awarded on the basis of financial need.  This is 
done to enable children from lower income households, who otherwise 
would not have the opportunity of an independent education, to benefit, 
and schools welcome applications for fee assistance. 

Boarding in Scotland
Scotland’s Boarding Schools welcome students from all over the UK, Europe 
and the rest of the world.  All 18 boarding schools in Scotland are situated 
in safe, spacious and idyllic surroundings: from large city boarding schools 
to smaller rural locations, there is something for everyone.  For further 
information on Scotland’s boarding schools visit www.scotlandsboarding-
schools.org.uk/

Information, advice and guidance about choosing an independent school in 
Scotland are available from the Scottish Council of Independent Schools (SCIS).
W: www.scis.org.uk   T: 0131 556 2316  E: info@scis.org.uk

Boys think differently.
Boys mature differently.
Boys are motivated differently.
Boys learn differently.

That’s why we educate them differently.

Merchiston is Scotland’s only 
all boys’ independent board-
ing school and, as such, we 
are used to being different. 
So why have we remained 
steadfastly boys-only? 

It is based on our strong 
conviction that what we are 
doing works. We’ve been teaching boys, and only boys, for 175 years and 
have no intention of changing! 

We know from experience that a boys-only education has huge advan-
tages. Indeed, there is a growing body of research that shows single-sex 
education helps young girls and boys perform better than a co-educational 

approach. Our teachers teach in a way that boys like to learn; and boys are 
able to compete on a level playing field with their peers. 

Our pupils achieved the highest percentage of A* awards in Scotland at 
A level in 2013. The teaching at Merchiston really does turn the C student 
into a B student and the B student into an A student – four consecutive 
years of value added at A level has been described as “significantly very 
good” by the University of Durham. We look to find every boy’s Oxford or 
Cambridge. 

Despite our achievements, many prospective parents are still concerned, 
and ask “Will my son get to meet any girls?” “Of course they do.” is the 
answer. We have strong links with three girls’ schools for drama, cultural 
events, social gatherings and school trips. Just because boys-only applies 
to our studies, there is no reason why it should apply to our co-curricular 
and social activities. 

We make no apology for being different.  The question we always consider 
is “What’s best for boys”, which is why our mantra is ‘Boys First’.

So, if like us, you believe that your son’s education can shape the rest of his 
life, and you would like to try something that is 100% focused around the 
needs of boys, why not come and visit us to find out more? Just call Anne 
or Kay on 0131 312 2204.

Dollar Academy
One of Scotland’s leading 
Independent Schools, Dollar 
Academy welcomes girls and 
boys aged five to eighteen.  
With a Prep School, Junior 
School and Senior School, and 
three large boarding houses, 
all sited within a beautiful campus, Dollar provides an outstanding educa-
tion all the way through to university. The annual list of leavers’ destinations 
produced by the school is truly impressive.

The recent HMIe report stated that, “Dollar Academy provides pupils with 
a very high standard of educational experience” and there is no doubt 
that the strengths of this school lie in high-quality teaching and the wide 
range of subject choices on offer.  Dollar focuses exclusively on the Scottish 
curriculum, with all pupils studying for Highers and Advanced Highers, and 
their academic achievements speak for themselves.  Individual talents, 
interests and ambitions are encouraged and pupils leave very well prepared 
for life at university and beyond.

But it is what goes on outside the classroom that really makes this school 
stand out…

Dollar offers a jam-packed boarding experience with a superb programme 
of sport, art, music, drama and activities in the afternoons, evenings and 
weekends.  Involvement in this out-of-classroom programme is central to 
the school’s philosophy.  There is a great deal of care taken to ensure that 
every child has the opportunity to shine, and Dollar pupils can talk proudly 
of their accomplishments in debating halls, auditoriums, music halls, art 
studios and on the sports fields.  Their continued successes as Former Pupils 
are testament to the passion for encouraging a lifetime of enthusiasm, 
ambition and achievement.    

This is an excellent school with an astounding range of activities on offer 
and a genuine sense of community.  Dollar pupils and parents really value 
and enjoy the all-round experience this school offers, and Former Pupils 
speak fondly of their time growing up here: “I loved being at Dollar.  I look 
back and can’t imagine anywhere better”.
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Lomond School
Lomond School is ideally 
located in Helensburgh, a 
small coastal town on the 
West Highland Line.  Only a 
few hours by train to Oban, 
Lomond is the only board-
ing school in the West of 
Scotland and has invested 
heavily in recent years to bring the school’s facilities up to the highest of 
standards.  With a purpose built boarding house opened in 2007 and a £3.5 
million investment in a state-of-the-art sports complex, Lomond is the well 
equipped to deliver a safe and comfortable environment where students 
can work and grow. 

Students are encouraged to work to their full potential and the school 
boasts academic success with results three times higher than the National 
Average. As well as academic achievement, Lomond delivers fantastic op-
portunities for outdoor learning and extra-curricular activities, with many 
of our students going on to represent their country in their chosen sport.

2013 has seen the roll out of iPads to every senior student.  This is a strategic 
investment for the future of the school, giving pupils access to the most 
modern technology available and enhancing the opportunity to learn. 

For Lomond Boarders, Burnbrae Boarding house has one of the highest 
ratios of adult supervision, with 6 children to 1 adult.  Lomond School is 
passionate about its students, and Lomond’s teachers and staff work hard 
to explore the potential of every individual. With around 450 pupils and 
small class sizes, the school has a close network of friendship and support, 
creating the perfect environment for your child to thrive.

Glenalmond College
Inspiring Learning

Glenalmond College has a well-justified reputation as 
one of Scotland’s leading boarding and day schools, 
with a tradition of excellence and achievement. The 
outstanding 300-acre campus just outside Perth 
provides the perfect environment for the 400 boys and 
girls aged 12 to 18 to grow and learn.  

The academic focus of the school is clear, and is reflected 
in the results achieved.  2013 saw a 99.6% A level pass 
rate for Glenalmond pupils, with 40% of passes at A* 
and A grade, and 68% at A*, A or B grades. A fifth of 
pupils achieved three A grades or more at A level.

Every year a good number of pupils achieve places at 
Oxford and Cambridge, 98% of leavers go on to uni-
versity or higher education and every pupil is helped 

throughout their school career to recognise and 
develop their academic strengths.  

Academic work is balanced by an extensive range of 
creative, sporting, social and adventure activities, and 
every pupil is helped to identify those areas in which 
they can shine.

When pupils leave Glenalmond for university, they do 
so with confidence and maturity, and with an attitude 
towards life and learning that will enable them realise 
their ambitions.

A world of opportunity and adventure 
for your child.

Your guide to 
Independent Schools
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Pupils of Inverlochy Primary School visited the village square to sing Christmas carols last week.  The whole school was part of the 
performance as locals gathered to watch, despite the wind and rain.  Left to right: Katie Irving, Ellie Hannah, Eva Derbenova, Sandi 

Vaughan and Nikola Dulowa, all P5. 20_f52inverlochy01

A FORT William man has been ordered to 
carry out unpaid work in the community 
after he admitted assaulting his partner.

Latvian Eriks Osipovs, of 7 Morven Place, 
pled guilty at Fort William Sheriff Court to 
pushing the woman and throwing a boot at 
her on the evening of November 25.

Procurator Fiscal Laura Ryan said the 
33-year-old arrived home drunk demanding 
money from the woman’s daughter. 

When the 19 year-old said she didn’t have 
any Osipovs waited for his partner to come 
home and then demanded money from her. 

When she refused Osipovs became aggres-
sive and threw a boot, which struck her on 

mark when the woman made her statement 
against the accused. 

Defence solicitor Hamish Melrose said 
Osipovs was ‘taking steps to control his 

alcohol problem, he has seen his GP and is 
attending AA meetings.’ 

Sheriff Noel McPartlin told Osipovs: ‘You 
should think about the affect on your family 
of your behaviour. If something like this 

a custodial sentence.’ 
Sheriff McPartlin ordered Osipovs to 

complete 100 hours of community service 
within six months.

Police catch 14 
drink drivers
WEEK two of Police Scotland’s 
festive safety campaign in the 
Highlands and Islands caught 14 
drivers over the limit.

Divisional head of road 
policing, Inspector Neil 
Lumsden said thanked 
‘concerned members of the 
public’ for reporting potential 
drink drivers.

Accidents            
close A82
DRIVERS on the A82 faced 
lengthy delays on Sunday after 
two accidents in Lochaber 
within minutes of each other.

The route was closed from 
midday for two hours near the 
King’s House Hotel in Glencoe 
following a two-car collision.

Both drivers were injured and 
taken to Belford Hospital. 

A woman, said to be in 
a stable condition, was 
transferred to Raigmore 
Hospital on Monday morning 
for further treatment. 

A male driver sustained 
minor injuries and was later 
discharged. 

Meanwhile, a car plunged off 
the road and overturned at an 
accident blackspot around three 
miles south of Fort William at 
12.40pm.

A driver and passenger were 
checked by ambulance staff and 
were taken to Belford hospital 
for a further check up but were 
released without treatment. 

The accident at 
Corrychurachan follows several 
at the same location in recent 
weeks. 

Pensioner 
sentenced to 
supervision order
A BALLACHULISH pensioner 
has been given a supervision 
order after he sexually assaulted 
a 10-year-old girl.

James Ridgway, 69, was 
appearing for sentencing at 
Fort William Sheriff after 
being found guilty last month 
of touching the girl’s bottom at 
the village’s tourist information 
centre on August 19.

Defending, Hamish Melrose 
said Ridgway was ‘of good 
character and low risk’.

Sheriff Noel McPartlin, who 
had already placed Ridgway 
on the sex offender’s register, 
ordered a six month supervision 
order for the pensioner of 
Lochan Dubh, West Laroch.

Benefit cheat         
in court
A FORT William woman 
has been ordered to carry out 
unpaid work in the community 
after admitting she claimed 

which she was not entitled. 
Roxanne Simpson, of 22 

Young Place, pled guilty at 
Fort William Sheriff court to 
not informing the Department 
of Work and Pensions and 
Highland Council when she 
started working in the town’s 
Travel Lodge. While employed, 
Simpson received £864.02 in 
employment and support allow-
ance between January 10 and 
March 11 2013 and £1,169.83 

14 and 12 May 2013. Defence 
solicitor Stephen Kennedy told 
the court the 25-year-old was 

and did not expect to keep the 
job for more than a few days. 
Sheriff Noel McPartlin ordered 
Simpson to complete 130 hours 
of community service, adding 
that arrangements were in place 
to recover the money. 

NHS Highland has issued an 
apology after failing to give the 
appropriate care and advice to a 
woman who lost her baby during 
birth at Raigmore Hospital. 

Watchdog body, the Scottish 
Public Services Ombudsman, 
followed up a complaint raised 
on behalf of the patient, named 
only as Ms A, and found that 
possible birthing options had not 
been discussed with her. 

The baby girl was stillborn in 
2011 after her shoulders became 
caught in the mother’s pelvis, a 
complication known as shoulder 

RESIDENTS in Ardgour have 
been trying for years to refurbish 
or replace the run-down village 
hall next to the local shop.

Now the Lochaber community 
can get on with the job after 
scooping more than £100,000 
from the Climate Challenge 
Fund (CCF).

Hall committee and Sustainable 
Ardgour members Kendra 
Turnbull, together with Ardgour 
shop owner John MacKay 
and wife Ann Boyd MacKay, 
prepared and submitted the 
funding bid. And the trio were 
delighted when Environment 
and Climate Change Minister 
Paul Wheelhouse announced 
£108,365 for the upgrade to the 
ramshackle 1936 building.

Ms Turnbull told The Oban 
Times: ‘The hall has been 

A MAN was found dead in Fort 
William town centre early on 
Saturday morning. 

The body of the man, who 
was employed at the Alexandra 
Hotel, was found on Fassifern 
Road by a member of the public.

Police arrived at the scene at 
around 7.50 am and cordoned 
off the one-way street, which 
runs down from behind High 
Street to near the Belford 
Hospital, for around three 

decrepit for years. It’s got 
different heating systems and we 
have been trying to do something 
about it for absolutely ages.

‘Just now we have infrared 
heating, which means you are 
barbecued if you are underneath 
it yet it does not heat the 
building.

‘It has been a long journey 
of doing little repairs and at 
the same time hoping the right 
funding would come along. Now 
it’s going to be fabulous.’

The project will see energy 

double glazing, LED lighting 
and light tubes installed.

Ms Turnbull said the hall 

would become a community hub 
for information on local heritage, 
walks and carbon-saving 
initiatives, while a community 
car sharing scheme could also 
be set up.

She said: ‘With the Corran 
Ferry fares going up so much 
that’s a very important issue for 
local people.’

Mr Wheelhouse said: ‘ It’s 
great to see these community-
based projects in Argyll and 
the Highlands and Islands, each 
with creative ideas to help make 
our carbon footprint smaller.’

Elsewhere, Horshader 
Community Development Ltd 
on the Isle of Lewis received 
£270,354 CCF cash for six 
polytunnels to produce local 
fruit and vegetables and cut car 
journeys.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Inverlochy primary pupils hit festive high notes

Fassifern Road in Fort William was cordoned off on Saturday 
morning following the discovery of a man’s body. 

hours. A police spokesperson 
said that following 
investigations there were no 
suspicious circumstances. 

Unwell
A local man, who asked not 

to be named, told The Oban 
Times the man, believed to be 
in his 50s, had been walking 

and had been complaining 
about feeling unwell in the days 
previously.

dystocia. Ms A experienced 
similar complications during the 

However, it was unclear whether 
that vital information was passed 
on to the labour ward during the 
birth, the ombudsman found. 

The advice worker who 
complained on behalf of Ms A 
told the ombudsman the patient 
had received no extra scans or 
checks during the pregnancy, 
despite her medical history and 
being told that the baby was big. 

Ombudsman Jim Martin said: 
‘My main criticism of the health 

board is the lack of discussion of 
birthing options with the mother 
and in my report I acknowledge 
the trauma and loss that she has 
suffered.

‘Ms A’s previous history of 
shoulder dystocia had been 
documented when she was 
admitted to the antenatal ward. 

Complications
‘However, I was concerned 

that there was no clear evidence 
to show that the midwife on the 
labour ward was clearly aware of 
Ms A’s previous complications. 

He added: ‘It is not possible 

for me to say what options Ms A 
would have considered had these 
discussions taken place. 

‘However, I am clear that she 
was not given the opportunity 
to make a considered choice in 
relation to birthing options and I 
am critical of this.’ 

NHS Highland Chief Executive 
Elaine Mead apologised on 
behalf of the health board for 
‘failures in the care and treatment 
we provided’ and said that action 
has been taken to implement 
some of the recommendations 
made in the report.

Ardgour hall 
set for £100,000 
transformation

NHS Highland baby death apology

Fort William man admits assaulting partner
Body found in town centre

Grab a bargain
IT’SSALE TIME

ADVERTISING FEATURE



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS
THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 200 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk
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THA MI ’N DÒCHAS gun robh fìor dheagh Nollaig agaibh 
uile agus gun robh sibh air bhur cuartachadh le càirdeas, sìth 
agus coibhneas! 

Chan eil teagamh nach eil an t-àm seo den bhliadhna a’ 

àbhaist, agus tha sin math.  
Chithear gum bheil barrachd is barrachd bhuidhnean-

carthannais a-nise a dèanamh iomairtean sònraichte aig 
an àm seo den bhliadhna gus brath a ghabhail air spiorad 

thional. 
Saoilidh mi nach biodh iad ris an seòrsa obrach sin mur 

a biodh e buannachdail dhaibh, ach aig an aon àm feumar 
faighneachd ciamar a tha iad uile a’ faotainn luach an cuid 
saothrach, agus gu sònraichte aig àm far am bheil airgead gann. 

Mar a tha na bliadhnaichean a’ dol seachad, tha e fàs 
follaiseach gum bheil roinnean poblach a’ cur barrachd de na 
h-uallaichean airson caochladh sheirbheisean coimhearsnachd 
an urra ri carthannais, agus tha sin a’ ciallachadh ma tha sinne 
a’ cur luach air na seirbheisean sin gum feum sinn pàigheadh 
air an son. Ann an dòigh, ’s e cìsean eile a tha Riaghaltas 
a’ cur oirnn far am bheil againn ri pàigheadh air leth airson 
seirbheisean is dòcha bu chòir dhan sporan phoblach a bhith 
toirt dhuinn. Ged a bhitheamaid  a’ gearain fhad ‘s a thogras 
sinn, chan eil an suidheachadh seo dol a dh’atharrachadh a’ 
chiad ghreis, agus gu dearbh ’s e mo bheachd fhìn gur ann 
mar seo a bhios cùisean bho seo a-mach ge b’ e dè an dreach 
riaghaltas a bhios againn. Tha sin dol a chiallachadh gum bi 
barrachd iarratas taice carthannais oirnn uile bho seo a-mach, 
agus fad na bliadhna seach ’s dòcha aig àm Nollaige a-mhàin! 

Cha bhi cuimhne air a’ mhath a bha, ach cuimhnichear gu 
bràth am math a bhitheas! Saoilidh  mi gum bheil an seanfhacal 
seo a’ fàs nas iomchaidhe aig àm sam bith den bhliadhna, 
ach tha e sònraichte freagarrach aig àm na Nollaige. Dha 
mòr-chuid tha an Nollaig na chothrom air cruinneachadh 
teaghlaich toilichte, blàth, cofhurtail. Ach gu mì-fhortanach, 
tha cuideachd àireamh mhòr a tha ann am bochdainn agus ‘s 
dòcha gun dachaigh.  

Tha feadhainn aca san t-suidheachadh sin fad na bliadhna 
agus chan eil àm na Nollaige eadar-dhealaichte ach ‘s dòcha 
gum bheil an aimsir nas miosa! 

A dh’aindeoin ‘s mar a bhios iarratas taice a’ fàs,  chan eil 
beartas a’ chuid as motha den mhòr-shluaigh gu bhith  a’ fàs 
d’ a rèir agus feumaidh sinn mar sin na tha sinn air chomas a 
thoirt seachad a roinn anns an dòigh as fheàrr is aithne dhuinn.

AS VARIOUS community-support services become 
increasingly dependent on charitable donations the pressure on 
all of us to give more grows daily.  

For a majority of people, however, income levels are declining 
and their ability to give is also diminishing, but the continuation 
of many of these services will require us to demonstrate 
Christmas generosity all year round!

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk.

Christmas 
Songbook
THE ADVICE from Phil at 
the start of the concert was 
simple: ‘Sing along and have 
fun’. 
And that is exactly what 
the capacity audience in the 
City Halls did, at this the 
10th anniversary tour of the 
‘Songbook’.  

Surrounded by his musical 
friends Eddi Reader, John Mc-
Cusker, Karen Matheson, Kris 
Drever, Iain Carr and Kevin 

brass band, Phil provided an 
evening of variety and fun, 
including community singing 
with the audience.  

Many of the Christmas 
favourites were given an 
airing with the role of lead 
singer often moving between 
Eddi, Karen and Kris with 
backing from the others. 

Like many successful shows, 
the fun for the audience is a 

taking place on stage and this 
concert had no shortage of 
such moments.  

Appearing not to be slick 
was a recurring theme 
allowing for banter and the 
occasional Christmas cracker 
joke but this all added to the 
entertainment. 

A most enjoyable, relaxed 
evening of quality entertain-
ment, just the tonic for a while 
away from the Christmas 
frenzy and it was pleasing to 
see the Oban area being well 
represented in the audience.

The past year
IT IS that time of the year 
again when one can look 
back over the year and, in 
particular, the life of the Gaels 
in the city.  

The pattern of the past few 
years has continued. Small 
groups of willing volunteers 
in the local associations have 
worked hard to maintain 
their syllabus for the year, 
supported by an equally 
willing group of artistes, 
but unfortunately numbers 
attending these functions has 
continued to decrease while 

At the same time, the city is 
home to more and more highly 

them students or graduates of 
the Traditional Music Course 
at the Royal Conservatoire of 
Scotland.  

The challenge, and not an 
easy one to solve, is to have 
these youngsters on stage 
performing with the audience 

also made up of youngsters. 
That said there is a case for 
optimism.  Celtic Connections 
continues to grow and helps to 
get rid of the winter and post 
Christmas/New Year ‘blues’ 
while Piping Live serves 
a similar function during 
August.  

An extra bonus for residents 
of the Glasgow area in 2013 
was the successful Royal 
National Mod which took 
place in nearby Paisley in 
conjunction with another 
musical festival, The Spree.  

Ceol’s Craic continues to 
provide monthly events in 
the CCA and An Lochran has 
continued to develop its Irish 
links with language courses 
and social functions as part of 
Gaels ri Cheile.  

It looks very much as 
if the future will involve 
co-operation and early signs 
of this will take place in the 
City Halls on Friday January 
31 when a special concert, as 
part of Celtic Connections 
and in collaboration with 
the Glasgow territorial 
associations, takes place. This 
concert will focus on the role 
of the Gaels in Glasgow and 
the importance of the River 
Clyde as a gateway to the 
Commonwealth.

Diary dates 
Friday December 27:
Glasgow Uist and Barrra 
Association Ceilidh Dance, 
Crawford Hall, Partick, 9pm 
to 1am.
Tuesday December 31:  
Hogmanay Celebration in 
Glasgow Royal Concert Hall 
with Jamie MacDougall, 
Alistair MacDonald, Cheryl 
Forbes, the Glasgow Youth 
Choir and the Dance School of 
Scotland, 5pm.

Pub scene
TIREE music will be to the 
fore  in the Park Bar this 
weekend with Gunna Sound 
playing there on Friday and 
Trail West on both Saturday 
and Sunday.  

In the Islay Inn it will be 
Parting Glass on Friday and 
Black Velvet on Saturday.  
Hogmanay music will be 
played by Gunna Sound in the 
Park Bar and by Black Velvet 
in the Islay Inn.

A Happy New Year to all 
readers and many thanks to 
everyone who has assisted by 
providing information for the 
column throughout the past 
year.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk. Panto and carols

BOWMORE Primary School pupils 
performed their pantomime ‘Cinderella’ 
to large and appreciative audiences at 
two houses in the local village hall on 
December 11.

This was a bright and colourful 
production and the lively performances 
held the attention throughout.

The Ugly Sisters schemed and plotted, 

menace and the tartan clad Putan, a Gaelic 
Buttons, provided energetic links and 
aided and abetted the goodies.

Dancing furry mice, mechanics and rock 
and rollers added to the enjoyment and 
King Elvis of the blue suede shoes invited 
hysterical screams.

Down trodden Cinderella got to the ball, 
even if she lost a shoe in the process, and 
eventually captured the much sought after 
charming Prince Harry.

Costumes and makeup were impressive 
and the youthful participants tackled their 
parts with great gusto. Oh yes, they did!

The Bowmore pupils were in the 
spotlight again on December 16 when they 
held their annual ‘carols by candlelight’ 
evening in a packed out Round Church. 

Among the featured items were favourite 
carols and Christmas songs, instrumental 
input and narratives on Christmas 
celebrations in other countries.

Children and family supporters were 
welcomed and thanked by Florence 
MacDougall, the school’s head teacher.

Marion retires
BOWMORE’S Marion MacGregor has 
retired after 36 years as the friendly and 
welcoming civilian face at the island’s 
police station.

Marion has made a remarkable 
contribution to police matters in the 
area and was always willing to provide 
assistance and advice in a professional and 
caring manner.

She will now have more time to bake and 
decorate quality cakes, arrange slimming 
classes and continue to lead the Sunday 
School at Kilarrow Parish Church. All the 
best Marion.

Ne’er Day fireworks
BOWMORE will greet the arrival of 2014 

local harbour. 
And at the stroke of midnight, the bells 

of the Round Church will ring out to 
welcome in the New Year. The display is 

resident Alastair Ross along with Colin 
MacGill, a frequent visitor to these parts, 
and ‘round the world yachtsman’ David 
Thomson from Ardnave.

All donations raised will be given to a 
local charity.

Community choir concert
THE ISLAY Singers, the local community 
choir, were in top form when they made 
their public debut at a concert of seasonal 
music in the island’s high school on 
December 8.

The choir was established by Craig 
Weatherhogg, the school’s head of music, 
and he helmed the choristers in a selection 
of Christmas favourites which made for 
eager audience participation.

Over the past months, the choir has been 
working on four choral pieces and these 
provided the backbone of the concert 
programme. All enjoyed John Rutter’s 
arrangement of ‘For the Beauty of the 
Earth’  and swayed rhythmically to ‘Joyful 

2. Leonard Cohen’s ‘Hallelujah’ enhanced 
the festive mood, and Coldplay’s ‘Viva la 
Vida’ provided a striking contrast.

Conductor Craig and Millie Mitchell 
provided the accompaniments and 
supporters ensured that the homebaking 
trenchers and tea and coffee pots 
circulated regularly.

Happy New Year
AS WE now stand on the cusp of 2014, 
I wish you all a Happy New Year full of 
good health and prosperity. Mar sin leibh.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810658. 

ISLAY LETER

This week’s Oban Times Flashback photo shows the Glasgow Skye Shinty Team pictured in the early 1920s. Back left to right: 
McCorkindale, Argyll; James Currie, Islay; Donald R MacQuee, Braes; Dan Nicolson, Braes; unknown; William MacPherson, Braes; 

William MacIntosh, Inverness; unknown; Archie MacPherson, Braes; John MacDonald, Torridon. Middle row, left to right: unknown; 
Hugh Nicolson, Braes; Douglas MacLean, Inverness; unknown. Front left to right: Neil and Colin Murchison, Bernisdale. We know it 
is almost a century ago, but would any of our readers have any clues as to the identities of the un-named players? Prints or emails 

must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing prints returned must supply a stamped 
addressed envelope.

Glasgow Skye shinty team - early 1920s

Festive message 
from Provost          
of Argyll and
Bute Council
Sir,
The Christmas season is with us 
once again – for many, a busy but 

friends, fun and festive magic.
It is a time to look back on the 

events of the past year and to 
look forward with excitement 
and hope to a new year.

There is tremendous com-
munity spirit throughout Argyll 
and Bute and I am sure this will 

when people gather together to 
share in the festivities.

This spirit is evident in the way 
that our volunteers and local 
groups work so hard and give so 
willingly to help others.

It is evident in the way that our 
people cope so admirably with 
the challenges of rural life and 
in the vibrancy of our communi-
ties. I would like to thank them 
all for the way they contribute 
to making Argyll and Bute a 
wonderful place to live, work 
and visit – not just at Christmas 
but all year round.

The holiday season can be 

thoughts are with them, along 
with my sincere wishes for a 
time of peace and hope for the 
year that lies ahead.

As 2013 draws to an end, and 
the dawn of 2014 approaches, I 
wish for everyone in Argyll and 
Bute a peaceful and prosperous 
New Year.
Len Scoullar, Provost of Argyll 
and Bute Council.

Absurd energy 
policy
Sir,
I  never cease to be amazed by 
the stupidity of the Scottish 
Government’s energy policy, and 
the capacity of its spokespersons 
such as Fergus Ewing to believe 
that the public are not going to 
see through the absurdity of 
their policy and their claims for 

On the front page of The Oban 
Times of December 19 ‘Great 
Glen hydro project splits opin-
ion’ Fergus Ewing is said to have 
claimed that the scheme could 
potentially supply 10 per cent 
of Scotland’s electricity needs at 
times of highest demand, er yes, 
potentially it could, perhaps. 

What he doesn’t say, of course, 
is that this £800m project only 
has any use at all because of the 
unreliability of that other ‘holy 
grail’ of his government, namely 
wind energy. 

Because the wind produces en-
ergy when we don’t need it and 
fails to produce it when we do, 
we use that produced when it’s 
not needed, to pump water up a 
hill to a reservoir where it is held 
until the power is required. 

Now, clearly, there is no net 
energy gain from this process, 
in fact there is a net loss because 
some will be lost in the process. 
So, because we don’t need the 
wind energy when it is produced 
we invest £800m to allow us to 
save it until we can use it. Not 
sensible I would suggest.

The fanatical zeal with which 
our government has pursued its 
goal of being ‘The Saudi Arabia 
of renewables’ has seen expen-
sive scheme after expensive 
scheme  to accommodate the 
shortcomings of wind.

Unlike the simple sensible 
energy solution of building gen-
erating facilities close to centres 
of population, wind farms have 
meant the hugely expensive 
Beauly/Denny line cutting a 
swathe through the country. 

Then, because there is lots of 
wind on the Scottish islands, 
another expensive connector in 
the form of the sub-sea cable is 
needed to get the power ashore.

We have to hope that the Scot-
tish Government wakens up to 
this fact sooner rather than later, 
but of course we also have to over-
come the very powerful vested 
interests of the subsidy-hungry 
renewables industry which is not 
going to give up its seat on this 
particular gravy-train without an 

The greens and the greedies 
will no doubt retort with claims 
of saving the planet from global 
warming but that is yet another 
subject on which their claims are 
now beginning to unravel.
Alan Thomson, The Old Barn, 
Kilcamb Paddock, Strontian.

Cemetery 
committee thanks
Sir,
On behalf of the management 
committee of Innis Na Birlinn 
Cemetery, we would like to pass 
on our thanks for all the support 
we have received from family 
members near and far of those 
interred for the upkeep of the 
cemetery through 2013.

The monument on the path 
has now been moved to the far 
end of the cemetery, thus giving 
more vehicular access to the 
newer plots. Thank you to all 
involved in this project with 
David MacKinnon.

We were also lucky enough to 
have another two names added 
to our grass cutters, again thank 
you.

This has meant that only a cou-
ple of members cut more than 
once. It would be fantastic if all 
our helpers only had one listing 
on the rota. If you feel you could 
join us on the grass rota or would 
like more information about it, 
please contact Ann Marie or 
David.
Ann Marie Cameron, Onich.

Ridiculous          
comparison
Sir,
Sharing the general feeling of 
anger about the car park barrier 
in Oban, I nevertheless object 
most strongly to the term ‘Israel 
route’ used by Mr Hall. 

The barriers erected by the 
Israelis were in self defence after 
years of daily suicide bombs 
killing innocent men women 
and children. It was not a route 

To compare the situation in 
Oban is ridiculous. 

Joan le Morvan, Iona. 

Extra special 
hospital care
Sir,
Ten years ago I was admitted to 
the Lorn and Islands Hospital in 
Oban with serious blood poison-
ing. 

Recently, I’ve been treated for 
pneumonia.

I’m home again and would 
appreciate you including 
this in the letters page.
I’m elderly-ish and have always 
feared having to stay in a hos-
pital. However, every member 
of the staff on Ward B deserves 
recognition. The medical care 
was of the highest calibre. 

However, beyond the medica-
tion was something extra spe-
cial; kindness, courtesy and a 
cheerful approach that made an 
enormous difference to the well 
being of the patients.

I wish to thank all the staff for 
helping me to recover. What’s 
more, when my appetite returned 
I thoroughly enjoyed the meals, 
the rice pudding was wonderful.
Ann Louise Carter, Tarbert. 

Successful year   
for tourism
Sir,
As 2013 draws to a close, it’s 

was, by all accounts, a success-
ful year for Scottish tourism 
– naturally!

With breathtaking scenery, a 
plethora of outdoor experiences 
and an eclectic mix of stunning 
wildlife, exploiting the Year of 
Natural Scotland has been what 
we call in the industry a ‘no 
brainer’. Media giant CNN said 
Scotland would be the place to 
visit in 2013, and so it was.  The 
sun shone and visitors headed 
into our great outdoors.

But now, it’s time to look 
forward.  As the bells strike 
midnight on what will be an epic 
Homecoming-themed Hogma-
nay across the country, 2014 and 
a whole year of fun, festivals and 
frivolity will begin.

Homecoming Scotland 
featuresmore than 400 events 
covering every month and 
almost every square inch of 
our breath-taking country.  It’s 
the icing on the cake in a year 
in which events like the Ryder 
Cup, Commonwealth Games, 
and the MTV Awards will put 
the world’s spotlight on Scotland 
like never before.  

In Argyll and the Isles alone 
there are 20 events taking place 
including two Homecoming 
Signature events - The John 
Muir Festival and the Lost 
Map’s HOWLIN’ FLING! Other 
events taking place throughout 
2014 will showcase the region 
including many of the Highland 
Games;  A taste of Islay, Jura 
and Mull; World Stone Skim-
ming Championships; Coll of 
the Sharks Festival and 2014 
Clan Lachlan Gathering and 
Strathlachlan Festival, to name 
but a few. So it’s the year to be 
in Scotland.  Everyone must get 
involved, not just to enjoy these 
unprecedented events ourselves, 
but to offer that legendary Scot-
tish welcome to our visitors.

However, the party isn’t over 
when 2014 ends.  The events 
next year must be the launch 
pad for a new phase of success 
for Scottish tourism.  We need 
to exploit 2014 to ensure the 
industry prospers through the 
second part of the decade; to 
inspire watchers into becoming 
visitors.  I wish you all a very 
Happy New Year.
Mike Cantlay, chairman, 
VisitScotland

Recognition for The Oban Times’  
Angel of the Year 

Two very special school leavers say 
they are not indispensable

THIS year’s winner of our Angel of the Year competition is a 
prime example of a volunteer who does so much without the need 
for recognition.

To Oban’s Andy MacDowall, the prospect of winning the 
award was a complete shock.

Judges were impressed with the countless hours of volunteer 
work and the number of organisations he is involved with. 

His unstinting efforts seem to help many people.
Whether it is giving someone a lift to an important appoint-

ment, or helping to look after a garden, his efforts can sometimes 
go unnoticed by the wider community.

By their very nature, people like Mr MacDowall often do not 
seek reward or payment for their hard work and do not feel they 
deserve the spotlight.

But recognition of their achievements can inspire whole com-
munities as well as individuals.

THE END of the school term marked the retirement of two very 
special school leavers in Jack Degnan and Peter MacKinnon.

Lochnell primary schools, respectively, Jack the head teacher 
and Peter the janitor were two members of staff who saw their 
positions as more than just a job.

Their care for children and for the schools they served were 
their priorities.

Jack himself admitted there is no such thing as ‘the indispen-
sable man’, as he recited the poem Indispensable Man by Saxon 
White Kessinger during his retirement speech.

But there is no denying the kindness and commitment of both 
men will be missed.

Clarification
WE have been asked to clarify that Argyll and Bute Council is 
considering no longer servicing private land. 

It is not considering ending refuse collection on private land, as 
reported in the article ‘Council amenity services cutback’, which 
appeared in last week’s Oban Times.
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THE ACHIEVEMENTS of an Oban self-help group have 
received national recognition.

The Quarriers Youth Project in Oban was one of the eight 
winners from 700 entries in the Barclays Youth Action Awards.

The project involves seven 16-to-18-year-old girls, who are 
regarded as needing extra support in their lives, offering help 
and guidance to younger girls who may also face problems of 
their own.

Right: The newly appointed 
editor of The Oban Times, 
Hazel Clowes, and Archie 

MacKenzie, consultant editor 
of the OT and editor of the 
Scottish World, presented 

two cheques for £250 each on 
behalf of The Oban Times to 
Margaret Lowe, convener of 

the local Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children committee, and 

to Bert Douglas, the local 
Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals inspector.
The donations were made 

in lieu of sending Christmas 
cards. Mrs Clowes will take up 
her appointment as editor on 

January 3. t52estwenty02

STUDENTS from Oban and the 
surrounding areas have been 

Mobile Training Centre owned 
and operated by Argyll and the 
Island Enterprise.

Successful catering training 
course students display some of 
their creations. From left, Sheila 
Grant, Iona; Isabel Robbie, 
Mull; Iain Macarthur, Tiree; 
and Natalie Simpson, Mallaig.

t52estwenty06

AN OBAN mum, whose Christmas wish is to have her baby 
home from hospital, intends writing a book to help other 
mothers who have given birth prematurely.

Dierdrie McVicar gave birth to her son Jordan in September 
- 13 weeks prematurely and weighing only 2lb 8ozs.

Staff midwives Laura MacKinnon and Beth Aitken with Dierdrie 
MacVicar and baby Jordan. t52estwenty01

A mum’s Christmas wish

Mobile
kitchen
caters to 
students’ 
careers

David Tye, front left, chairman of the Oban Handicapped 
Association, received a cheque for £500, from Angus Ritchie, 

back centre, deputy manager at Oban’sCo-op/Oban Times 
Caring Award prize. t52estwenty05

OBAN pensioner Dolly 
McGaw, received the 
Scottish Co-op and Oban 
Times Caring Award crystal 
trophy last week surrounded 
by her friends at the Oban 

Three cheers for Dolly!
and District Handicapped 
Association’s Christmas party.

Dolly won the Caring 
Award for her service to the 
handicapped in the area, 
stretching back almost 40 years.

THE SMELL of malt hangs 
once again over the town of 
Tobermory.

The ancient Ledaig, or 
Tobermory, Distillery nestling 
into the cliff at the southern end 

producing ‘aqua vita’ in 1798. 
But it has had a somewhat 
chequered history this century 
after running non-stop for 130 
years.

Distillery manager Ian 
MacMillan. t52estwenty04

Smell of malt hangs 
over TobermoryKarlyn Silkowski and Fiona Kirk meet HRH Princess Alexandra 

at the Barclays Youth Awards. t52estwenty03

Oban project honoured

JANUARY ISSUE 
OUT NOW

Makes the perfect Gift

www.scottishfield.co.uk

FREE INSIDE
Town&

Country 
Living

Punt gunning on the Solway

a unique way of life

It’s ourIt sIt

Centrally situated in Aberfeldy’s main square, the 
Breadalbane Arms Hotel was established as a Coaching
Inn over two centuries ago. Traditionally furnished rooms, a
fantastic restaurant, live music and a cosy lounge bar make
this the perfect place to relax, unwind and enjoy all that
Aberfeldy has to offer.

2,3,4,5 Nights Stays Available
starting £69pp for DBB

Burns Night stay Friday & Saturday for £75pp
Including Dinner Dance on Saturday Night
Valentines Weekend have a relaxing stay

£150 per couple including Sparkling Wine Drinks Reception
& Dinner Dance on Valentines Day

THE BREADALBANE ARMS HOTEL
Bridge End, Aberfeldy, Perthshire PH15 2DF

Telephone: 01887 820364
www.aberfeldyhotel.co.uk

Email: breadalbanearmshotel@aberfeldyhotel.co.uk

THE BREADALBANE ARMS HOTEL
ABERFELDY



12 LEISURE Thursday 26 December, 2013 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

FRIDAY – December 27
8pm, Xmas cocktail party, Paparazzi, Oban.
8pm, Xmas Oban Mic, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
9pm, Disco, McCaig’s Return, Oban.
10pm, Everything Chart,Cheese,80’s,90’s & 00’s, The Lorne Bar, Oban.
10pm, End of year disco, Markie Dans, Oban.

SATURDAY – December 28
8.40am, Ramblers Scotland Loch Arkaig walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car park, N 
Ballachulish PS at 9.30am, Fort William Woollen Mill at 10am or Spean Bridge Woollen 
Mill at 10.20am.
10am, New Year sale, Inverawe Smokery, Taynuilt.
8pm, Xmas cocktail party, Paparazzi, Oban.
8pm, Skerryvore, Dalmally Community Centre.
9pm, Xmas party disco, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
10pm, The Big Stumble, The Lorne Bar, Oban.
10pm, End of year karaoke, Markie Dans, Oban.
10pm, C-Red, McCaig’s Return, Oban.

SUNDAY – December 29
10am, New Year sale, Inverawe Smokery, Taynuilt.
3pm, C-Red, McCaig’s Return, Oban.
9pm, Shenanigans, McCaig’s Return, Oban.
9.30pm, New Year quiz, Markie Dans, Oban.
10pm, Year End Party, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

MONDAY – December 30
11am, Free jukebox, Markie Dans, Oban.
10pm, Trail West, The Lorne Bar, Oban.

TUESDAY – December 31
7pm, New Year party, Pennyghael Hall, Mull.
8pm, Hogmanay in Oban, Station Square, Oban.
8.30pm, Oban’s Family Hogmanay Party, Argyllshire Gathering Halls, Oban.
9pm, Hogmanay party, Paparazzi, Oban.
9pm, Hogmanay party, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
10pm, Chunks, The Lorne Bar, Oban.
10pm, Crooked Reel, Markie Dans, Oban.
Hogmanay Fireworks, Tobermory, Mull.

WEDNESDAY – January 1
2pm, New Year shinty, Ardalanish Beach, Mull.
7.30pm, Family New Year’s Day dance, Dervaig Hall, Mull.
10pm, The Cure, The Lorne Bar, Oban.
10pm, Sandra MacBeth, Markie Dans, Oban.

THURSDAY – January 2
10.30am, Ramblers Scotland Kinlochleven walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car park 
9.20am, Fort William Woollen Mill at 9.45am or N Ballachulish PS at 10.10am.
1.30pm, Open house, Bishop’s House library, Iona.
New Year party, O’Donnell’s, Oban.

FRIDAY – January 3
8pm, New Year Oban Mic, O’Donnell’s, Oban.
9.30pm, New Year Dance, Seil Island Hall.

SATURDAY – January 4
9pm, First party of the New Year, O’Donnell’s, Oban.

SUNDAY – January 5
9am, Ramblers Scotland Glencoe walk, meet Oban’s Longsdale Road car park at 8am, 
Fort William Woollen Mill at 8.30am or Glencoe Village car park 9am.
1.30pm, Mull Musical Minds, An Roth, Craignure, Mull.
6pm, Zumba Fitness, Park Primary School, Oban.
7pm, Community Concert, Corran Halls, Oban.
7pm, Bokwa Fitness, Park Primary School, Oban.
8pm, Mull Film Club, An Tobar, Tobermory, Mull.

THE OBAN TIMES 
FREE EVENT LISTING

Send your events to whatson@obantimes.co.uk.

THIS MAY sound surprising to 
Oban Times readers, but people 
in Germany have a fondness for 
Scottish traditions and customs, 
and Scotland itself.

Many are members of societies, 
clubs and organisations which 
aim to preserve Scottish culture, 
while Scottish pubs run by Ger-
man or Scottish owners serving 
Scottish beers and whisky are 
also common. 

Highland Games and Highland 
Gatherings, too, are regularly 
held where people of all ages test 
their strength in competition. In 
my home state of Saxony, this is 
true too. 

Recently my wife and I had the 
opportunity of visiting an inter-
cultural event called ‘Scottish-
Irish Adventurous Days’, with the 
subtitle ‘Pipes, Drums and More.’

Held in the former monastery 
of Buch near the town of 
Leisnig, on the river Freiberger 
Mulde, the event was part of the 
‘Central Saxony Cultural Sum-
mer’, which is staged annually 
from June to mid-September in 
several areas of the district. 

The cultural initiative aims to 
bring artists, clubs, organisations 
and traders of the region together 
to develop cultural activities. 

The Highlands and eastern Germany: 
a surprising European connection

AT FIRST glance, connections between the 
Highlands and Islands of Scotland and Ger-
many would appear to be few and far be-
tween.
But those inclined to scratch a little deeper 
will find Caledonian influences still resonate 
today in Europe’s most populous country.
Johannes Rauch recently visited the High-
lands and left as deeply impressed by their 
beauty as he was with the culture of the 
people.

Johannes, from Geringswalde, a town in 
Saxony some 40 miles west of Dresden, re-
turned to Germany keen to discover more 
about the ties between our two countries.
Here, in a special report for The Oban Times,
Johannes reveals how Highland traditions 
enjoy an unlikely popularity in the former 
East Germany.
And in next week’s Oban Times, he will take a 
look at the role of Highland regiments in the 
Seven Years War (1756-63) in Germany.

Scottish guests were amongst 
them and competed in events 
such as the Stone of Manhood, 
in which young men carried 
rocks of different size and weight 
which they had to lift up onto a 
pedestal. 

Many of the spectators looked 
somewhat nonplussed by the 
athletes exertions, asking them-
selves ‘why are they doing that?’ 
- as we did!

Then came tossing the caber 
and we could not believe how 
the athletes handled large tree 
trunks, lifted them up, kept 
them balanced vertically when 
walking and threw them as far 
as possible. 

Other feats of strength we 
enjoyed were throwing the 
weight, an event accompanied 
by German pipe bands from 
Bremen and Osnabrück demon-
strating their musical prowess in 
traditional Scottish style.  

Meanwhile, at a stage in the 
courtyard, young girls from 
a Leipzig dance group gave 
exhibitions of Scottish Highland 
dancing. 

Scottish sales stalls, where 
visitors had the chance to buy 
everything from a good bottle 
of whisky to a kilt, as well as 

also popular attractions.
It was a great day out and the 

feeling of camaraderie made us 
even more convinced that Ger-
man and Scottish people have 
much in common. 

What it also showed was that 
celebrating Scottish traditions 
and customs can be an important 
part of leisure time for some 
German people. 

That may be because they 
enjoy testing themselves against 

a very strenuous way, or simply 
by enjoying the Caledonian 
atmosphere. 

But I also believe that Scot-
tish history and contemporary 
Scotland hold a great fascination 

for German people, especially 
at this important time. Many in 
Germany are curious to discover 
much more about life in Scotland 
today, and all its facets.

Our recent tour of Scotland, 
which we like to remember again 
and again, gave us the feeling 
that Germany and Scotland 
should come closer together. 

I think that a well-developed 
Europe would be a solid basis for 
that aim and would, I am sure, 
open new possibilities for both 
nations. 

I for one would be very happy 
for the bonds between our two 
countries to be strengthened. We 
can learn so much more from 
each other. 

Your Saxon reporter,
Johannes Rauch

Teutonia Pipe Band from Osnabrück, Germany, in action. 

View inside a stall where kilts are sold.

View towards the entrance of the 
Monastery Buch near Leisnig. 

Tossing the caber competition - in Germany.

ARGYLL’S Gaelic learning 
centre, the Oban-based Furan, 
is hosting a series of informal 
conversation groups for learn-
ers.

The centre, run by Argyll 
and Bute Council from the 
Corran Halls, will give Gaelic 
language learners an opportu-
nity to speak in Gaelic to other 
learners. 

Each session will be led by 

there to correct grammar, pro-
nunciation and increase each 
learner’s vocabulary through 
the addition of new words and 
phrases during each session. 

Sessions will be held on 
Thursdays from 7pm – 8.45pm 
and Saturdays from 11am 
– 12.45pm.

Learn Gaelic in 2014

MORE than 70 classic 
cars arrived at Oban 
Airport recently to 
compete in time trials 
during one of the UK’s 
toughest rallies.

LeJog, one of the 
toughest events of its 
kind in Europe, sees 

drivers travel from 
Land’s End to John 
O’Groats. The event 
is organised by the 
Historic Endurance 
Rallying Organisation 
(HERO).

Patrick Burke, joint 
managing director of 

HERO, said: ‘Le Jog 
is one of the toughest 
rallies of its kind in Eu-
rope, possibly the world, 
ranking high in the list 
of ‘must do’ events. 

‘The weather in early 
December is unpredict-
able but year after year 

crews from all over the 
world continue to test 
their skills against some 
of the toughest driving 
conditions that Britain 
has to offer. 

‘We were delighted 
to be able to bring the 
route as far west as 

Oban, where the co-
operation received has 
been outstanding.’

The entries included a 
1958 Austin A35, a 1937 
Austin Nippy, a 1937 
Austin 7 Ulster REP, 
a 1960 Riley 1.5 and a 
1961 Alfa Giulietta Ti.

A Sunbeam was one of the classic cars on show at Oban Airport. Photo: Kevin McGlynn.

Classic cars arrive at 
Oban Airport as part 
of LeJog rally

The Rotary Club of Lochaber recently held its charter dinner in 
the Alexandra Hotel, Fort William. Top table guests, front left to 

right, are Oban Rotary Club president Alan Johnston, Rotary Club 
of Lochaber president John Rosie and Andy Lees, Rotary Club of 

Mid Argyll and district governor nominee.
Back row, left to right, are Nan Johnston, Gail and Donald Young, 

Betty Rosie and Elizabeth Lees.

KINLOCHLEVEN Primary School children 
had a VIP for company on their Friday 
morning walk before the Christmas holidays 
- writer, broadcaster and mountain walker 
Cameron McNeish.

The visit came about after pupils sent Mr 
McNeish a copy of their local hill walks book-
let ‘Don’t Forget Your Wellies’ and invited him 
to come.

After reading what he described as a ‘splendid 
little booklet’ Mr McNeish agreed - and along 
with 30 children and class teacher Mrs Fiona 
McSorland tramped for almost an hour over 
the waterlogged hillside in horizontal rain.

On returning to the school the veteran 
climber stayed to relate some of his mountain 
tales whilst the children told him some stories 
of their own.

Mr McNeish said he intends to write up the 
adventure of his Kinlochleven walk for future 
publication in a magazine.

‘Don’t Forget Your Wellies’ is now available 

post. Copies can also be found in many local 

go into school funds.Cameron McNeish enjoyed his day out with Kinlochleven Primary School pupils.

Kinlochleven Primary pupils got 
their wellies on for a winter walk

Beavers and Scouts from 6th Lochaber (The Braes) returned to 
Moss Park Nursing Home, Caol, again this year. The children had 

some great fun and brought some happiness to the residents 
there with a range of craft activities.

There was a packed out hall at Sàbhal Mòr Ostaig for the 
Bun-sgoil Shlèite (Sleat Primary School) Christmas Concert. A 
wonderful night was had by all with £259.59 being raised by 

donations at the door for the DEC Philippines Disaster Fund and 
the Syria: Save the Children Fund. Photo: Rob Ware
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Oban Phoenix CinemaOban P
Frozen Friday 27th 13.00 3D & 15.30

Saturday 28th 13.00 & 15.30 3D
Sunday 29th 13.30 3D & 16.00
Monday 30th 14.00 & 16.30 3D
Tuesday 31st 14.00 3D & 16.30
Thursday 2nd 14.00 & 16.30 3D

Saving Mr Banks Friday 27th 18.00 & 21.00
Saturday 28th 18.00 & 21.00
Sunday 29th 18.00
Monday 30th 19.00
Tuesday 31st 19.00
Thursday 2nd 19.00

Tel: 01631 562905 • Box Office: 08719 025752

• Frozen (PG)
Fearless optimist Anna teams up with 
Kristoff in an epic journey, encountering 
Everest-like conditions, and a hilarious 
snowman named Olaf in a race to find 
Anna’s sister Elsa, whose icy powers have 
trapped the kingdom in eternal winter. 
With characters voiced by Kristen Bell and 
Josh Gad this is looks to become another 
Disney Classic Christmas film.
• Saving Mr Banks (PG)
Author P. L. Travers reflects on her difficult 
childhood while meeting with filmmaker 

Walt Disney during production for the 
adaptation of her novel, Mary Poppins. 
Starring Tom Hanks as Walt Disney and 
Emma Thompson as P.L. Travers this 
heart-warming film tells the story of Mary 
Poppins’ journey from the novel to the 
timeless classic film it is today. With the 
original music from the production to help 
tell the story this is a film for not only any 
Disney fan but also any fan of the most 
famous magical nanny ever created as it 
shows where the novel ended, Disney’s 
story began.

Local Origins Rural Network
The LORN Marketeers would like to

thank all our customers for their
support for the LORN Community Producers

markets this year, and wish you all a
Wonderful Festive Season.

We look forward to seeing you all again in March.
www.lorn.org.uk : supporting our local

sustainability in North Argyll
market@lorn.org.uk 01631 720223

facebook.com/lornargyll

Terms & conditions: The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West 
Highlands. You may also enter a child if you are subscriber living outside this area. Only one entry per child.  By entering the competition and by filling in the parental consent 
form that is provided with your entry, you – the parent or guardian – consent to the reproduction of your child’s photograph in The Oban Times Bonnie Babies features in the 
paper and online and in any other related Oban Times Bonnie Babies promotions. If you do not wish for your child’s photo to appear in the newspaper or online then you 
should not enter the competition. The Oban Times cannot take responsibility for the safe delivery and safe return of the entrant’s photograph.  Photos posted in without an 
enclosed stamped addressed envelope will not be returned. Poor quality photographs, which are out of focus, difficult to see the child’s face, ripped, torn or folded, will not 
be accepted as an entry and will be returned to the sender providing a stamped addressed envelope is supplied by the entrant.  By sending us your photograph, you agree 
that Wyvex Media Ltd and The Oban Times have the right to publish the images and details of the entrant without payment for the purpose of promoting The Oban Times 
Bonnie Babies campaign(s). The winner must take part in publicity. Employees of Wyvex Media Ltd and their immediate family are not eligible to enter.

The Oban Times Bonnie Babies competition is back for 2014. 
Enter your little bundle of joy today for your chance to win a 
whopping £500 worth of vouchers to spend at The Co-opera-
tive! Plus, this year we will have £150 of vouchers for a second 
place winner and £100 of vouchers for third place. Just think 
how handy that would be after Christmas and New Year. 

The Co-operative Group is the UK’s largest mutual business, 
owned by nearly eight million members.  It is the UK’s fifth 
biggest food retailer operating across the country with almost 
2,800 local, convenience and medium-sized stores, and is also 
one of Britain’s leading farming operations. Further informa-
tion is available at www.co-operative.coop

HOW THE COMPETITION WORKS
The competition will take place in weekly rounds where 
readers are asked to vote for that week’s bonniest baby. 
For example, if your child is in week one and gets the most 
votes out of all the entries in that issue they will be entered 
into the grand finale. The baby who has the most votes from 
the grand finale, which will be held early next year, will be 
crowned the Bonniest Baby of 2014. It doesn’t matter which 
round your baby appears in, you can keep voting every week 
from the date your child appears until the voting deadline, 
which we will announce in a future issue. Voting for your wee 
one every week after they appear gives them the best chance 
to be crowned their week’s bonniest. We won’t count the 
votes to decide who goes into the grand finale until the voting 
deadline has been reached. Readers will be able to vote by 
text or by coupon, details of which will be printed when the 
weekly rounds begin.

HOW TO ENTER
We are now open for entries! The Oban Times Bonnie Babies 
2014 is open to babies and toddlers born on or after February 
1, 2011. Entrants must live in Argyll or West Highlands. You 
may also enter a child if you are a subscriber living outside 
this area. You can enter your child by posting us a photograph 
along with a signed entry coupon, see left, to The Oban Times, 
Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Please 
make sure you write the name of the child, date of birth and 
a contact telephone number on the back of the photo. Should 
you wish your photo to be returned, please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope. We will do our very best to return your 
photo but please make a copy just in case. You can also enter 
online by visiting www.obantimes.co.uk/bonniebabies. 

After you have entered your child, keep an eye on The Oban 
Times every week to see when your baby appears. The closing 
date for entries will be announced in a future issue. For rules 
and terms and conditions, visit www.obantimes.co.uk/bon-
niebabies or call 01631 568000.

Good luck!   

Child’s name.............................................................................................................
Child’s date of birth. .................................................................................................
Tel: ......................................................... Subscription No: (if applicable) ...................
Address: ..................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
Name of parent/guardian.........................................................................................
Signature of parent/guardian...................................................................................
I agree to all terms and conditions applied to this competition (please tick) 

Please post to The Oban Times, Bonnie Babies Entry, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

£750
of shopping 

vouchers

up for grabs!

Talisker
18 Year Old
45.8% ABV
Approx £60.

AS ONE of the more 
familiar drams in 
your drinks cabinet, 
Talisker is both well 
known and respected 

producers.
While this can be an 
advantage for any 
favourite brand, it 
can also be a double-edged sword. Sometimes, 
you’ll look elsewhere just because that particular 
drink is so well known and familiar.
Then sometimes becomes more often than not 
- and before you know it, you’ve forgotten just 
how impressive it is.
It is with that in mind that I returned to the Talisker 
18 for this month’s review - for purely altruistic 
reasons of course.
Just as any Talisker, the 18 is clean and fresh 
on the nose, with a hint of sweet spice and a 
silky waft of peat and smoke. It is both subtle 
and seductive. 
There’s no question that this is a strong drink 
so some may prefer to add a little water to the 
glass, however I prefer to sip this clean for the 

A bump of pepper hits the front of the tongue be-
fore the gentle peat and salty body grows strong.  
Thick and full bodied, thanks to that ample ABV, 
oak, coffee and wood smoke shimmers through 

delivering an oomph of character.
Spice is key to the 18 and no sooner have you 

pepper bite back again.
-

sion to a dram that takes you on a journey of 
spice and warmth - making it the ideal drink to 
bring in the New Year.

THERE IS a common 
misconception that Scotland 
was once covered by wall-to-
wall pine in the Great Forest 
of Caledon. 

This myth was busted once 
and for all by Scots pine 
enthusiast Clifton Bain at 
the December meeting of the 
Lochaber Natural History 
Society.

In fact most of ‘our’ pine 
had disappeared as a conse-
quence of climate change by 
5,000 years ago, long before 

impact. 
However, shockingly little 

of the pinewoods that did 
survive has made it through 
to the 21st century, with as 
few as 38 ‘old-growth’ pine-

having survived the further 
depredations of man, sheep 
and deer. 

Clifton gave a fascinating 

history of how pinewoods 
have been changed over the 
years and the reasons for 
this, along with a heartening 

seems to have turned. 
Modern attitudes towards 

conservation have led to 
great success in allowing 
many pinewoods, once 
thought moribund, to regen-
erate and thrive again. 

Thus the future of Scottish 
pine, unique in its ability to 
survive our western maritime 
climate,  now looks hopeful, 
along with the panoply of 
iconic residents that it is 
noted for. These include some 
of our favourite Scottish 
species such as red squirrel, 
pine marten, capercailzie, 

wood ant.
The speaker’s fondness for 

pinewoods has by no means 
been restricted to academic 

research. He set himself the 
task of visiting all the blocks 
of remaining ancient pine-
wood in Scotland 25 years 
on from a previous survey he 
made, and 50 years after the 
original categorisation by 
Steven and Carlisle.

He was therefore well 
placed to comment on 
changes over the last half 
century. To make the journey 
more memorable, this time 
around his means of getting 
to these sites was by public 
transport, bike and ‘Shanks’ 
pony’. 

This all proved to be 
achievable, although not 
without some effort in reach-
ing several of the remoter 
pinewoods, such as are found 
locally in Glen Barrisdale, 
Ardgour and Loch Arkaig. 

Some of the highlights of 
his trip, and the adventures 
he had along the way were 

recounted, along with plenty 
of illustrations of glorious 
old pines. 

In order to allow others to 
experience these woods for 
themselves he has produced 
a book, ‘The Ancient 
Pinewoods of Scotland – a 
travellers’ guide’, published 
by Sandstone Press in 2013. 
Clifton’s enthusiasm ap-
peared to be shared by his 
audience, as copies fairly 

meeting.
LNHS meets at 7.30pm in 

the Alexandra Hotel, Fort 
William generally on the 
third Monday of each month 
throughout the winter, and 
everyone is welcome. 

The next meeting will take 
place on Monday January 
20 and will include a talk 
on freshwater pearl mussels 
by Dr Iain Sime of Scottish 
Natural Heritage. - Jon Mercer.

Pine enthusiast provides fascinating talk at 
Lochaber Natural History Society

Three-year-old Digby Dodman of Kilmallie Playgroup and his sister Holly, aged five, a 
P1 pupil at Banavie Primary School, were in fine voice at last Sunday’s carol service in 

Kilmallie Community Centre. Lochaber Wind Band and other players provided the music 
at the event, which finished with mince pies and tea.

AN OBAN charity is hosting 
-

per on January 19 – and you 
could be in with a chance of 
winning two tickets.

Home-Start Lorn is host-
ing the event in the Water-
front Restaurant, where it 
has been held since 2011. 

It is a fundraiser for the 
charity – with around £4,000 
raised since its inception in 
2010.

Tickets cost £15 but 
answer the following ques-
tion correctly and you and 
a partner could be heading 
along for nothing.

When was Robert Burns 
born? Send your answer to 
Home-Start Lorn, Queens 
Building, Oban, Argyll, 
PA34 5RZ. Or email 
homestartlorn@btconnect.
com before the closing date 
on Monday January 13 at 
10am.

Win tickets to an Oban Burns Supper

A VISIT from a tawny owl was a real hoot for youngsters 
at Stramash Nursery.

The owl, accompanied last week by handlers from the 
Scottish Owl Centre in Whitburn, paid a visit to Stra-
mash as part of the nursery’s learning theme.

‘We are using the children’s book The Owl Who Was 
Scared of the Dark as our theme for this term’s learning 
and we wanted the children to have a really memorable 
learning experience,’  explained nursery manager Morag 
Head.

wouldn’t be meeting a barn owl, like the owl featured in 
the book.

‘But any disappointment was soon put aside when they 
came face to face with the bird – and they were eager to 
learn more about the different species of owl.’

Stramash Nursery’s outdoor environment was the 
perfect setting for the children to learn more about an 
owl’s habitat and behaviour.

The children were also thrilled when they were asked 
to produce a large picture of Plop the baby barn owl, 
using only natural materials.

Stramash Nursery children come face to face with their new feathered friend.

Stramash Nursery children have 
a hoot with visiting owl

A REMARKABLE short 

and moods of Knoydart 
will be screened at Drimnin 
Village Hall in Morvern on 
Saturday night.

Sam Firth spent 10 
minutes a day for a year 
standing on the same spot 
on the windswept shore at 
Inverie, Knoydart’s main 
settlement, to gather foot-
age.

The result was Stay the 

comprising 300 clips 
- some spilt-second, some 
longer - stitched together 

to capture the changing 
weather and light as 

expressions.

at Inverie in September 
and then played at the BFI 
London Film Festival to 
rave reviews. 

Sam, formerly of Knoy-
dart but now resident in 
Drimnin, told the Oban 
Times: ‘In Knoydart there 
were a few people in tears 
afterwards and almost eve-
ryone I have spoken to has 
been really moved by it.’

Sam’s colleague on the 

project, Fraya Thomsen, 
won an award for best 
composer at the Underwire 
Film Festival in London 
for her musical score to 

a special mention at the 
Swedenborg Film Festival. 

Stay The Same also 
played at Encounters Film 
Festival in the US and 
will screen in Germany in 
January. 

The Drimnin showing at 
7pm will be followed by a 
concert by Ms Thomsen 
and her harp partner Gil-
lian Fleetwood.

Sam Firth: spent a year filming Stay The Same.

Sam’s short film Stay the Same 
will be shown in Morvern

Lochyside RC School performed ‘Star Attraction’ as its Nativity play this year. 
The whole school was involved in the traditional production, featuring Stewart Petrie P5, (left) as the angel Gabriel, 

Shannon Gall P6, as Mary and Johnny Soe-Paing P7, as Joseph.

Seil Island Hall
NEW YEAR 

DANCE
to HECTOR 
MACFADYEN
at 9.30pm

Friday 3rd January
Bar                      

Adm. £8/£4

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD
2015 Oban Royal National Mod

OLD NEW YEAR 
CEILIDH

The Masonic Hall Oban
on Saturday 11 

January at 7.30pm

£9 admission to 
include buffet supper
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CHRISTIANS from across 
the globe travelled to Iona 
on Pentecost Sunday to mark 
the 1,450th anniversary of St 
Columba’s arrival there - but 
it was the island community 
which took centre stage.

The warm welcome extended 
by islanders to the hundreds of 
visitors was no more obvious 
than when the primary school 
children sang Beautiful Iona on 
the pier as the ferry came in. 

Aboard the arriving vessel 
were worshippers of various 
nationalities, religious leaders, 
politicians, representatives 
of council and government 
agencies and the Duke and 
Duchess of Argyll, all keen 
to be part of the anniversary 
celebrations.

Iona Community
The day also served to 

mark the 75th anniversary 
of the founding of the Iona 
Community and the 25th 
anniversary of the opening of 
the MacLeod Centre museum.

An ecumenical service to 
commemorate the arrival of St 
Columba in 563AD was held in 
Iona Abbey. 

Mull Gaelic Choir and Iona 
Primary School Choir sang and 
Rev Joanna Anderson of the 
Iona Community welcomed the 
new congregation.

MORE than 1,000 dancers, 
musicians and singers gathered 
in Oban in May to join in the 
celebrations marking the 30th 
anniversary of the Highlands 
and Islands Music and Dance 
Festival.

Scores of enthusiastic 
competitors were matched 
with spectators and supporters 
alike as the town thrived with 
Highland spirit inexorably 
linked with the traditional arts 
extravaganza.

Held across 11 venues 
with more than 1,100 people 
competing, the event underlined 
its credentials as one of 
Scotland’s most respected trad 
events.

but the atmosphere was 
undoubtedly one of celebration 
despite the dour weather, with 
smiles seen across the events.

Saturday night’s Festival Fling 
at the Argyllshire Gathering 
Halls also provided the best 
way to dust off the stress of 
competition, with the ceilidh 
one of the weekend’s highlights.

IMPROVEMENTS were made to Connel’s 
Falls of Lora viewpoint in May when new 
picnic tables were installed at the site.

The village’s community council oversaw 
the gradual improvement of the site with 
help from businesses.

Forestry Commission Scotland donated the 
picnic tables and George Leslie Ltd, which 
was working on water mains in the area on 
behalf of Scottish Water, dug half-a-metre 
through bedrock to install the picnic tables. 
Glensanda owner Aggregate Industries 

also pledged a donation of 25 tonnes of red 
granite for the viewpoint.

Connel Community Council secretary Les 
Stewart invited the council’s oldest member, 
87-year-old Harry Powell, to cut the ribbon 
and declare the new picnic site open.

A YOUNG Oban golfer has 
joined an illustrious group of 
winners of the Golf Data Lab 
Scottish Youth Championship 
after taking the title on Sunday 
night at Lanark Golf Club.

Sixteen-year-old Robert 
MacIntyre is one of the 
youngest players to have ever 
lifted the open under-21 trophy, 
which is adorned with names 
such as Ryder Cup captain Paul 
McGinley, Martin Laird and 
Stephen Gallacher. The win 
- by far the most impressive of 

MAY

Connel Community Council’s oldest member, Harry Powell, is flanked by Forestry Commission Scotland’s Peter MacArthur and Bev 
Brown of George Leslie Ltd as he cuts the ribbon on the new picnic site at the Falls of Lora. Looking on is community council chairman 

Sandy Dunlop, left, and secretary Les Stewart. 15_t18falls01

Delight as Falls of Lora viewpoint is revamped

Bob MacIntyre with the Scottish Youth Championship Trophy following his May win.

Lores of Scotland’s rich historical veins were shared by this folk 
historian, who joined the delegation to Iona on Caledonian 

MacBrayne’s ferry. His stories were brought to life with musical 
interludes, enthralling the travelling party. 15_t21iona01

Advanced clarsach competitors Catriona Clark, Castle Douglas, Kirsty Savage, Helensburgh, and 
Rebecca Hill, Connel, during their competition. 16_t19musicdance1

History
comes to 
life aboard 
ferry

Oban golfer one of 
youngest to lift title

the more remarkable as Robert 
had missed the previous two 
months recovering from a 
broken elbow, suffered while 

teenager, who was in the middle 
of his school exams at the time, 
said: ‘It was a bit of a blur when 
I won the competition because 
I really didn’t expect it. It was 
such a shock.’ 

three-under-par 67 to win by 
three shots.

Alcohol and
cash stolen from 
boxing club
A KINLOCHLEVEN boxing 
club had alcohol and a small 
amount of cash stolen from its 
gym - just weeks before their 
biggest home show.

Claymores Amateur Boxing 
Club had been saving up bottles 
of drink to stock the bar at a 
Scotland vs England match up.

But when club coach Martin 
Glenesk went to check the 
supplies, he found several 
bottles of expensive spirits 
missing, with an estimated 
retail value of around £1,000. 
Around £30 was also stolen 

to young club members. Some 
local businesses have offered to 
replace some of the drink.

A FORT William woman was all smiles after 
being named the best dental nurse in Scotland at 
a glittering awards ceremony in Glasgow.

Justine MacDonald, 25, of M&S Dental Care, 
won the award at the Scottish Dental Awards 
2013 at Hampden Park. 

Justine, who has worked as a dental nurse for 
the past six years, said the ceremony was a ‘great 
night’. 

She said: ‘It was really nice to win, especially 
as all the other people nominated were from big 
practices down south.’

Football club 
saved from 
possible financial 
meltdown
FORT William Football Club 
was saved from possible 

of prominent Lochaber 
businessmen.

Stewart MacLean, 
Gerald MacIntyre, Drew 
Purdon and Stewart Leitch were 
unanimously appointed to the 
committee after laying out plans 
to place the club on a more 

The annual general meeting 
heard the club was haemor-
rhaging money, with net assets 
dropping from £17,755 at the 
end of last season to just £1,366 
this year. On the pitch, the team 

League for a third year in a row.

THE WEATHER may have 
disrupted the Loch Shiel Spring 
Festival, but it didn’t prevent 

classical musicians entertaining 
audiences at venues across 
Lochaber.

Many of the planned outdoor 
events for the gala day in and 

Dragon’s Tooth 
number one in
Scotland
THE DRAGON’S Tooth at 
Ballachulish was voted the 
number one nine hole golf 
course in Scotland by the coun-
try’s leading golf magazine.

Placing the course at the top 
of an 18-strong list, Bunkered 
said: ‘Enjoying one of the most 
dramatic and beautiful loch-side 
locations in the Highlands, 
Dragon’s Tooth has established 

golfers far and wide - and it’s 
not hard to see why.’

Earthquake   
strikes west 
Lochaber
WINDOWS rattled and the 
ground shook in west Lochaber 
on Saturday May 18 when an 
earthquake with a magnitude of 
2.9 hit the area.

The quake was recorded 
as occurring some 12km 
underneath Acharacle at 
7.18pm, and was felt by 

Kilchoan.
The British Geological Survey 

(BGS) said the rumbles would 
have been felt up to a distance 
of 30kms from Acharacle.

LOCHABER Rugby Club 
lifted the trophy after winning 
their own sevens competition 

Saturday May 4.
The annual event saw 

teams from Aberdeen, Oban, 
Strathspey Bannockburn and 
even London travel to Banavie 
to compete in appalling 
conditions.

Heavy rain made life 

spectators, but they battled on to 
put on an entertaining afternoon 
of rugby.

Lochaber committee member 
Stewart Sandison said: ‘Being 
the winning team, the after-
match ceilidh was just a little bit 
extra special.’

Young people in the Plantation area of Fort William used more than 500 flowers to brighten up 
the area in a hanging basket project. The initiative, dubbed ‘Green Fingers’, aimed to give local 
youngsters a greater sense of community spirit while bringing a splash of colour to their part of 
town. Families dropped into Plantation community hall to collect planters made up by Kidz Club 
members to hang over their front doors. Plantation Community Association chairwoman Helen 

MacKenzie, right, mum Kizzy Bruce, left, and Kidz Club members Chantelle Bruce, Campbell 
Calder-Kerr and Lewis Bruce helped make up the hanging baskets. 20_f20hanging01

Prominent Gael 
unhappy at decline 
of tradition
and culture
A PROMINENT Lochaber Gael 
criticised declining standards 
at the Royal National Mod as 
he bid farewell to the local 
committee after 29 years.

Charlie MacColl quit as 
chairman of Meur Lochabair, 
the local branch of Mod 
organisers An Comunn 
Gaidhealach.

The native Gaelic speaker 

the showpiece event had dipped 
just as money has become more 
important.  

He said: ‘We are losing the 
Gaelic culture and we are 
losing the traditions of the Mod 
as well. Too many people are 
saying ‘what’s in it for me?’. 

‘Well known personalities 
regularly ask for appearance 
fees which was not the case 
before. You just went to the 
Mod and jumped from hotel to 
hotel for the pure enjoyment 
of it.’

CANADA and Scotland joined 
hands on Thursday May 16 

young Canadian airman whose 

mountainside.

Donald MacDonell was on 
a WW2 aerial photographic 
reconnaissance mission when 

near Fort William.
Memorial

And 70 years to the day 
after the 21-year-old was 
killed, military and civic 
representatives laid wreaths 
beside a new memorial laid in 
his honour at Glen Nevis Visitor 
Centre.

Lochaber Archaeological 
Society chairman Robert 
Cairns said: ‘It is fantastic this 
is happening here today and it 
makes me very proud.’

Charlie MacColl: unhappy at 
decline of Gaelic tradition and 

culture. 20_f20charlie01

Youngsters bring colour to Plantation

Scotland’s top dental nurse: Fort William’s Justine MacDonald with her award. 20_f21dentist01

Lochaber High School teacher Mark Reynolds and percussionist 
Simone Rebello wowed a packed out Glenfinnan Church 

audience. 20_f19glenfinnan01

were forced indoors, or in 
some cases cancelled as the 
rain continued to fall. But an 

Railway Station attracted a 
large crowd to see Roy Bridge 
teenager Helena Rose perform a 
selection of songs with festival 
artistic director Charles Mutter 

Fort’s Justine’s all smiles with award

Above: Champions! Lochaber 
As celebrate with the 

trophy after fending off the 
competition. 20_f19lrugby01

Rugby

sevens win 
in 12 years

Canadian
airman
honoured

Loch Shiel Spring Festival
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THE DEPARTING governor 
of the Bank of England has 
made a private visit to Ardbeg 
Distillery on Islay.

Sir Mervyn King, visited the 
distillery on June 8 as part of 

businesses are faring.

long held an affection for Islay 

visited the island.

SOUTH Lochaber boxing 

action at Claymores ABC’s 

legend Ken Buchanan MBE as 
the guest of honour.

THE OBAN Times revealed 
savings made under a Highland 

Skye and Lochaber close, had 
fallen short of expectations by 
almost £100,000.

The Highland Comfort 

hidden corner of Lochaber 
came under threat from an 

area. 
Gnomes, elves and fairies 

route and Loch Lochy near 

Postcode Lottery.
James ‘Skooby’ Paterson picked up a cheque for 

ARDNAMURCHAN Mod 

young Gaelic musicians taking 
part.

Youngsters from across the 

Ardsgoil Aird nam Murchan 
(Ardnamurchan High School) 
and Arainn Shuaineirt (The 
Sunart Centre) in Strontian to 

Inverlochy’s Mhairi Bell, left, and Regan Porter of Roy Bridge were 
two of hundreds of youngsters from across Lochaber who took 
part in the inter-schools sports day at a sun-drenched Claggan 

Park. 20_f23sports04

West Highland duo 
finish in top 50
Cathro and Fraser McGlone 

the supercharged UCI Mountain 

Cathro, from Benderloch 
harboured high hopes of a top 

McGlone, from Appin, 
started from further back in 

Eigg continues 
to prosper under 
community
ownership
EIGG passed another milestone 

island continues to prosper 

The day marked not only 
the 16th anniversary of the com

successful years of islanders 

grid, Eigg Electric.
Chairman of the Isle of Eigg 

Heritage Trust John Hutchison 

and a dispirited, shrinking 
population. 

increase in the population and a 
healthy school roll.’

Hydro scheme 
plans unveiled
PLANS for a community hydro 

a £1 million bonanza for 

public meeting in the Leven 
Centre suggested at least 

secure the future of local 
development agency 
Kinlochleven Community Trust 

the ambitious bid, and fund 

village such as environmental 
enhancement schemes.’

Mallaig and District Swimming Pool gala day proved a splash hit 
- despite heavy rain on the day. The event, part of celebrations 

to mark the pool’s 20th anniversary, saw locals and visitors enjoy 
stalls, face painting, barbeques and a bouncy chute. Four- year-

old Eva Griffin from Tougal, Morar, got her face painted by 
Mallaig High School pupil Megan Morrison, 14. 10_f26mallaig04

Numerous children who have visited the fairy walk have left 
teddy bears to form part of the collection now under threat. 

20_f26fairy04

Fairy Forest their home in the 

youngsters in the village.

Estate announced its intentions 

is close to felling age.

JUNE

Cash for Camesky Road: Peter and Ruth Cameron and Maxine Paterson show off their winning 
cheques.

Mallaig pool gala day success

The Oban Times

Caol and Mallaig councillor 

‘very disappointing’.

Toilet cost-cutting savings fall short

Boxing legend Ken Buchanan presenting Ballachulish youngster 
Kerr Mackin, right, with his trophy after an exhibition bout with 

Euan Simmonds.

took on visitors from south of 

the night.
Claymores head coach Martin 

generation of Ken Buchanan 

Noel Niederberger showed his 
style on his way to winning the 
junior men’s race. 20_f24downhill02

Ardnamurchan High School students Kate Bradley, left, and 
Joanne Ford competed in the fiddle competition. 20_f25mod04

schools, Mallaig, Tobermory 
and Ardsgoil Aird nam 
Murchan itself all competing.

Worthwhile
Mod secretary Val Barker 

at the amount of time and 
energy put into the Mod by 
both the children and their 

Young musicians hit the right 
notes at Ardnamurchan Mod

New smolt 
hatchery opens

Alex Salmond during his visit 

at Lochailort employs 12 local 

company’s salmon farms across 

out in force for 2013’s Oban 

recent years.
Sunshine helped bring 

people of all ages out for 
the community event at 

attractions, stalls and games 
on offer to keep every member 

Navy’s rescue helicopter praised the pilots 
and medical staff on board for saving her 
baby’s life.

Describing the military staff as ‘angels 
from the sky’, Strachur mum Rebecca 

Taylor credits the navy for helping to save 
her son Max MacRaild, suspected as having 
meningitis.

Rebecca said: ‘From the pilots to Young Max made a full recovery and 

dramatic rescue.

Medical staff keep a close eye on 16-week-old Max during his transfer to hospital. 

Mum praises ‘angels from the sky’ for saving baby

Our reporter Faith Orr managed to creep up for a close-up 
photograph of this friendly puffin on Lunga in June after trying 

out Caledonian MacBrayne’s new day trips. 16_t25trip01

of the family thoroughly 
entertained. Run by Oban and 
Lorn Lions Club, the event is a 

of local causes.

at the Oban and Lorn Lions stall 
at Charities Day. 

Michael Heads, Ardbeg Distillery manager, greets Sir Mervyn 
King.

a resounding success after 
doubling their expected takings. 

The committee behind ‘the 
people’s games’ overcame a 

Stadium ran smoothly.
But after making provision for 

an income of £3,000 at the gate 

end of the day.
Talented athletes from around 

the country helped raise the 

competitions and fun events, 

spectacular setting at Inveraray during a cruise 

having travelled via Carrick House, Loch 
Lomond, and Perthshire.

Bends

Inveraray.’

visitors to the castle and the Duke of Argyll 

Sun shines on charities day

The Glenmorangie Company, 
led by its chairman Paul Neep, 
hosted the Governor and his 

the chief executive of the Scotch 

Guests
Guests also included John 

Campbell, representing 
Laphroaig Distillery, together 

Kilchoman Distillery.

had paid at the gate free entry 
into competitions.

First Lorne Highland Games

Departing bank governor 
visits Ardbeg Distillery

Ferraris make roads 
to Inveraray Castle

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook
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Flash floods, lightning and twisters battered North Lorn in July 
as the worst storms to hit the area for 60 years caused chaos in 

the area. A sudden cloudburst caused rivers to rise by an average 
of eight to 10 feet in places, with streams turning into white 

water rapids as Dubh Loch Beag, Dubh Loch Mor and Lochan 
Uaine above Achnaba were overwhelmed. Several roads around 

the Benderloch/Bonawe area were blocked by the floods, also 
causing damage to gardens and walls. 

JULY

THERE was no danger of any speed records being 
broken, but the MacQueen Brothers Charitable 
Trust Duck Race still helped to raise £2,000 for 
local causes in July.

Crowds gathered in numbers at the Black Lynn 
burn along Stevenson Street in Oban for the event, 
which saw rubber ducks plonked into the stream 
as part of the fun family fundraiser.

The money raised from the event was split evenly 
between two causes, the local branch of Cancer 

Research UK and the Dunollie Preservation 
Trust.

Robin MacDougall, Younger of Dunollie, was 
on hand to release the ducks - but the race didn’t 
exactly get off to the quickest start with the bag 

opening.
These two young observers were among those 

who thoroughly got into the spirit for the colourful 
community fundraiser. 07_t29duck6

HOMELAND and Band of 
Brothers star Damien Lewis 
joined the crew of Tobermory 
Lifeboat in July, taking time out 
from his busy Mull shooting 
schedule.

Damien was on the island to 
shoot the Second World War 
drama, The Silent Storm, but 
decided to get a taste of life with 
the RNLI while there. 

Not only was he shown around 
the lifeboat and witnessed a 
demonstration of a rescue, but 
he even got the chance to take 
the helm of Tobermory’s Severn 
Class lifeboat, Elizabeth Fairlie 
Ramsey.

HOLLYWOOD A-listers Brad 
Pitt and Angelina Jolie, pictured 
left, were rumoured to be 
coming to Oban in July - amid 
tales that the pair would marry 
aboard the Hebridean Princess.

Internet speculation was 
rife that the stars of Mr and 
Mrs Smith had changed their 
original plan to marry in France 
to hosting the ceremony on the 
Hebridean Princess after their 
son, Maddox, came up with the 
idea of tying the knot on a boat.

It was said the idea was 
brought up when the family 
were in Scotland during the 

As yet, the speculation hasn’t 
proved to be true. 

THE COMPLETION of an 
upgrade of the relatives’ room 
at Lorn and Islands Hospital 
in Oban has been welcomed 
by the charity that funded the 
improvement.

Members of Oban Hospice 
Ltd visited the hospital to 
see the room, which has a 
bed, television and has been 
extended to include a shower.

The room is well used by 
relatives of patients in the high 
dependency unit or palliative 

A-list Oban wedding rumour

care at the hospital.
The hospital has also used the 

Oban Hospice funds to upgrade 
its side rooms in Ward I, 
making them more comfortable 
for palliative care patients.

Lorn and Islands Hospital 
locality manager Veronica 
Kennedy, left, shows the 
new relatives’ room to Oban 
Hospice members, from left: 
Margaret MacLean, Catherine 
MacKechnie, Mary Black and 
Anne May, seated. 15_t29hospice01

Relatives’ room at 
hospital revamped

Actor spends 
break with 
Mull lifeboat 
crew

Duck race raises £2,000 for charity

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

THE SUN came out for the 

at Lochaber Rural Education 
Trust.

Large crowds from Fort 

gathered at the trust’s base 

ONE OF Skye’s oldest residents 
has chalked her longevity up to 

100th birthday.
Sleat woman Morag 

MacDonald marked the 
occasion surrounded by friends 
and family, including her two 
children, three grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren, 
and a small party was held for 
her in Tarskavaig Communities 
Hall.

Before Mrs MacDonald’s 
traditional congratulatory 
message from the Queen 
arrived in the post, a card from 
First Minister Alex Salmond 
and his wife Moira was handed 
to her. 

Morag’s grandson Neil 
MacDonald said she was 

Footballers blame 
injuries on poor 
state of Caol pitch
A TRIO of Lochaber footballers 
blamed serious leg injuries on 
the poor condition of a Highland 
Council pitch in Caol.

Stuart Smillie, Scott Lawrie 
and Sean Forbes attended 
accident and emergency at 
the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William after getting crocked 
playing in the Lochaber Welfare 
Football League at Canal Parks.

Mr  Smillie and Mr Lawrie 
injured their knees, while Mr 
Forbes hurt his ankle. 

Caol Cosmos player/manager 

think there’s any excuse for the 
state of Canal Parks. It’s a total 
shambles. 

your shins and there’s holes 
everywhere. There’s boys going 
over and getting hurt because 
the grass hasn’t been cut.’

THE NATIONAL Trust for 
Scotland in Glencoe came under 

bench for a bereaved family 
- then ripping it out weeks later.

Steve and Diane Parker were 
devastated when their 20-year-
old daughter Emily drowned in 
a kayaking accident in the River 
Coe in April 2010.

The Nottingham couple 
wished to remember their 
daughter and applied for a 

seized from criminals was praised by Justice 
Secretary Kenny MacAskill during a visit to the 
town.

The £84,000 development next to Lochaber 
Leisure Centre got the go-ahead after an extra 
£4m was grabbed from hoodlums under the 

Proceeds of Crime Act. It is one of many facilities 
being built and maintained across Scotland by 
offenders sentenced to carry out unpaid work 
under community payback orders.

Mr MacAskill praised Lochaber Criminal 
Justice Services for creating the eye-catching 
series of wood and rope structures. 

Fine weather for 
Morvern Games    
KNOCK Park at Lochaline was 
bathed in sunshine yet again 
for the Morvern Games - the 
peninsula’s biggest day of the 
year. 

Aside from a full programme 
of athletics and heavy events 
the traditional curtain-raiser to 
Morvern Gala Week featured 

Musical entertainment came 
from Mid Argyll Pipe Band 
while the Morvern Belly 
Dancers performed a routine 
with a Scottish twist.

Celtic legend John Hartson and his Spean Bridge wife Sarah 
scaled the heights on Saturday July 13 to help Scottish children 

battling cancer. The couple conquered Ben Nevis along with 
Sarah’s 67-year-old dad James. The trio were joined by 80 friends 
and supporters from all over the British Isles, who each pledged 

to raise £500 for the John Hartson Foundation. 20_f29john02

Five-year-old Katie Kirk of Inverlochy being transformed into a cat by Crown Vets’ Lindsay Evans. 
20_f30farm01

near Nevis Range for the day 
to enjoy pony rides, a bouncy 
castle, food tasting, cake icing, 
butter and felt making and 
many other stalls. A novelty 
pet show proved popular, with 
dogs, chickens and a guinea pig 

entering for prizes such as best 
six legs and the waggiest tail. 

Organiser Isabel Campbell 

success. It’s been absolutely 
fantastic and we got lucky with 
the weather as well.’

Fun in the sun at family fun Friday

Cash seized from criminals funds 

Crocked: Real Sosobad’s Scott 
Lawrie was left on crutches 
after damaging his knee at 

Canal Parks. 

100 years young: Morag MacDonald with her card from First Minister Alex Salmond.

Morag
celebrates
100 years

Glencoe and Glen Etive Community Council chairman Alister 
Sutherland next to the River Coe where Emily’s bench once stood. 

20_f30bench01

permanent memorial at the spot 
where she entered the river. 
NTS Glencoe installed a bench 
on the Parkers’ behalf on April 
3 2013. But on May 8 the NTS 
Glencoe property manager 
informed couple the bench 
breached NTS policy.

Glencoe and Glen Etive 
Community Council’s Alister 

the bench up for them and did 
all the digging. It is just bizarre.’

removing memorial bench
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Rain didn’t deter Oban Pipe Band putting on an enthralling 
concert during this year’s Lorn Show, which attracted a good 

crowd to Keil’s Common Grazings at Tralee despite changeable 
conditions. There was a major surprise at the show though, when 
a New Zealand Huntaway working dog from Achnacreebeag beat 
a Highland cow from Mottistone to win overall reserve champion. 

Three-year-old buddy, shown by Julie Campbell, was a popular 
choice as dog show winner. Show champion was a blackface 

sheep from J and J MacPherson, Balliemeanoch, Dalmally 
- winning on only its second outing. 

AUGUST

Birthday girl Eve Lawrie, from Appin, and her friends had the perfect excuse to dress up at the 
Scottish Sealife Sanctuary’s Pirate and Princess Summer Party. The event  raised money for Merlin’s 
Magic Wand charity and saw staff and hundreds of visitors arrive at the Barcaldine visitor attraction 

in fancy dress. Eve, third from right, was celebrating her sixth birthday at the summer party with 
friends, from left: Daisy Carmichael, Emma Walker, Erin Jackson, Caitlin MacColl and Annie Gill. As 

well as the usual attractions at the sanctuary, extra activities included a treasure hunt, face painting 
and coconut shy, while the James MacPherson Trio and piper Jamie MacGregor provided the 

musical entertainment. 16_t35sealife02

THE ANIMALS were the stars 
at Bunessan Show as a host of 
entries from across the area 
made the Mull event one to 
remember.

While there were parades, 
craft stalls, competitions and 
family entertainment, it was 
the livestock and pets that took 
centre stage, with the introduc-
tion of a new Cheviot sheep 
section one of the highlights of 
the event.

Tobermory’s Claire Noble won 
the fancy dogs section of the 

off competition to clinch the top 
spot. 15_t32bunessan21

Perfect excuse for birthday fancy dress

HOLLYWOOD superstar Ewan 

the West Highlands in August 

on the way.
The actor was on a bike ride 

to Oban with family and friends 
when he stopped in at Connel’s 
Oyster Inn for a bite to eat.

Ewan posted this photo on 
the internet with the caption: 
‘Myles, Dad, Stephen and I 
after our ride to Oban today. 
Nice one!’

THREE cars set off for Devon, 
two made it to Europe and 
two returned to Oban after 
a nine-country journey - all 
helping to raise cash for a host 
of charities.

Winding a route through 
Europe, the Great European 
Rally Challenge, starting in 
Devon, is one of the most 
challenging events for any car, 
never mind those bought for less 
then most people would spend 
on a television set.

The teams, Team V and C, CJ 
Auto Repairs - aka the Argyll 
Dumballers - and the Argyll 
Retrobates, set off from Oban 
keen to raise as much money 
as possible for their chosen 
charities, Macmillan Cancer 
Support, Glencoe Mountain 
Rescue and Cancer Research 
UK respectively.

While Team V and C’s 
Porsche 944 didn’t even make it 
out of the UK, the Dumballers 
and the Retrobates managed to 
raise more than £2,000 between 
them.

Argyll drivers take on European challenge

The Argyll Dumballers pause at the Stelvio Pass during the rally. Pictured are, from left, are Damien 
Martin, Davy Wren and Martin Collins. 

Animals
stars of 
Bunessan
Show

Good crowd at Lorn Show

Superstar

visit to 
Oban

JACOBITE ‘troops’ brought to 

the 1745 uprising at Highbridge 
near Spean Bridge.

Crowds gathered to get photos 
and watch as Na Fir Dileas (The 
Loyal Men) set off from the 
Commando Memorial in full 
garb, and a number of locals and 
visitors joined the half-a-mile 
walk to the now-ruined bridge.

Spokesman for organisers 
the Great Glen and Glean 
Spean Marketing Group Peter 
Wilson said: ‘It is a very, very 
important part of history which 
has been largely overlooked, 
and it has now been resurrected. 
I hope in future we will carry 
on doing it every year.’

PORTREE was bathed in 
sunshine for the 136th Isle of 
Skye Highland Games.

A bumper crowd took in 
top class efforts in Highland 
dancing, heavy events, piping 
and athletics in the natural 
amphitheatre overlooking 
the town. Portree’s Tommy 
MacKenzie was chieftain of the 
games for the sixth year in a 
row. He told The Oban Times:
‘It was an excellent day and 
everything went really well.’

Cheers rang around The 
Lump, left, after Scott Rider 
of Kent broke his own record 
in the 56lb weight for distance 
event. 20_f33skye01

LOCAL folk turned out in force 
to support Ballachulish Summer 
Fayre and helped raise £1,500 
for the village hall restoration 
fund.

A variety of stalls including 
two home baking tables, body 

A LOCHABER father has 
returned from a gruelling 
fundraising trip to Russia with 

hospice.
John Bryden was asked by 

Dovatora Street in Moscow to 
bring experts from Scotland 
to advise on creating the new 
unit on a site allocated by the 
Russian Government.

Mr Bryden received the 

FRIENDS, family, colleagues 

farewell to a Portree High 

retiral function held in her 
honour.

her post diligently at Margaret 

It was a great day out at the 2013 Lochaber Agricultural Show at Inverlochy Castle Farm, Torlundy, 
for Iain MacKay and daughters Kate, aged four and Eilidh, aged six, from Torloisk on Mull. The girls 
won first in class with their ewe lamb - with a little help from their dad. The event proved another 
big hit for organisers and the 1,500-strong crowd which flocked to the showfield to enjoy a great 

day’s entertainment and the display of top-class livestock. 20_f35show10

Carnegie Girls Hostel for 32 
years and throughout that time 
parents were secure in the 
knowledge that their girls were 
well cared for. 

Christine was presented 

her retirement and residence 

manager Margaret Anne Beaton 
paid tribute to her valuable 
contribution to The Highland 
Council, school hostels and the 
wider communities of Skye and 
surrounding islands, as well as 
her role in fundraising on behalf 
of many charities.

Christine MacKenzie surrounded by staff and some of ‘her girls’ at her retirement party.

From Russia with love: John is welcomed home by wife Jan. 
20_f32john02

tour of the adult hospice, where 
dying children are allocated just 
a single room. He is now hoping 
a team from the Children’s 
Hospice Association of Scotland 
(CHAS) will accompany him 
back to the Russian capital. 

His Moscow visit was part of 
a marathon European motorbike 
ride to raise £15,000 for Kirsty’s 
Kids, the charity he and wife 
Jan set up in memory of their 
daughter.

Father completes 
gruelling fundraiser

The Jacobites make their way 
from the Commando Memorial 

to Highbridge. 20_f34jacobite02

‘Troops’ 
bring battle 
to life

A few of the volunteers at Ballachulish Summer Fayre gather at the homebaking stall before the 
crowds arrive. Buzz Lightyear and Donald Duck, we are told, live not too far away! 20_f33balla01

Fond farewell for high school matron
and a tug-o’-war all proved 
popular and gave a big boost to 

Jo Watt, vice chair of 
organisers Ballachulish Village 
Hall committee, told the Oban 
Times: ‘It was an absolutely 
fantastic day. 

‘We got great feedback 
and there was a really good 
community team spirit. We had 
lots of visitors too.

‘A big thanks goes to all our 
sponsors, all those who gave 
donations and everyone who 
supported us.’

Summer fair fun for all at Ballachulish
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BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, installations and repairs

Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ABEL Drainage & Groundworks
24 hour emergency call outs available through Christmas and New Year

SEASONED
HARDWOOD LOGS
Delivered by 1.5 ton tipper lorry, 
free delivery throughout Oban, 
Mid and North Argyll. 
£85 per load. 

Tel 01838 200373

Specialist in Kitchens & Bathrooms • All home renovations undertaken
DATES AVAILABLE FOR FITTING BEFORE CHRISTMAS

 Over 30 years experience • Will beat any genuine quote

 Tel: 01631 740519  /  Mob: 07768 908288

“Everything under one roof”

Open as usual except Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day, New Years Day and 2nd January

Mot’s, Car Repairs, Services and Car Sales
Unit 6, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban. 

Tel: 01631 566502/566470

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in Fencing, from garden to security.
Dry stone walling and all types of masonry

Landscaping and groundworks.
Operated excavator plant hire. 1.5 ton to 15 ton

COVERING LOCHABER AND ARGYLL
For a competitive quote call the office on

01855 811408    07979 867870
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS

Oban Filling Station
Soroba Rd, Oban, PA34 4HY

Normal Opening Hours
Mon - Sat 7am to 10pm, 

Sunday 8am to 10pm

Open New Years Day 10am to 10pm

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,Portree, Isle of Skye

Accounts Preparation for companies, sole traders and 
partnerships, charities, income and corporation tax, VAT & 

payroll bureau. Business plans, start up advice.
Enquiries welcomed from: 

LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS;  SKYE AND 
THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

Our advertising deadline for next week is Monday 30th December
(for issue dated 2nd January)

OUR OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED on Thursday 26th December 
and Wednesday 1st January & Thursday 2nd JanuaryADVERTISING DEADLINES

Business as 
usual
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Farming

PROPERTY

HALF PRICE
The Oban Times
*Subscribe to the Oban Times 
digital edition and save 50%. 
Details at 
www.obantimes.co.uk/digital

HALF PRICE
The Oban Times

PRESSURE remains on 
Westminster following its 
failure to address European 
requirements on convergence 
and, instead, deliver Scottish 
farmers a poor budget deal, says 
NFU Scotland.

The CAP budget allocation 
announcement by DEFRA 
secretary of state Owen Paterson 
in November was deeply 
disappointing.

Additional money supplied to 
the UK Government to deliver 
Europe’s vision for convergence 
of farm support payments should 
have been used to address the 
fact that Scotland is the only 
region in the UK receiving a 
payment rate per hectare that is 

per hectare.
Following legal advice, NFUS 

has made a request, under 
Freedom of Information, asking 
DEFRA to provide details on 
how it had arrived at its recent 
budgetary decision.

In addition, NFU Scotland’s 
chief executive, Scott Walker, 
is to meet with commission 

Europe’s view of DEFRA’s 
decision.

NFUS members across 
Scotland were appalled when 
Owen Paterson chose not to 
use new European money to lift 
Scotland’s poor support levels 
and many have taken the time 
to contact their local MP on the 
issue. NFU Scotland President, 

THE SCOTTISH Wildlife Trust (SWT) says 
it feels ‘deeply let down’ after the Scottish 
Government refused its plea to direct more 
farm payment money to rural development 
programmes. 

SWT say the decision means £220million 
will go on direct farm subsidy with almost 
no way of targeting it to achieve any kind of 

Previously, the cabinet secretary had said 
he would ensure the allocations of these 
funds would strike the ‘right balance of sup-
port’ across the Common Agriculture Policy 
(CAP) pillars, however the trust believes this 

is not the case. Farmer and member of the 
SWT, Tom Sampson, said: ‘Mr Lochhead’s 
decision really disappoints me.

‘Scottish Rural Development Programme 
(SRDP) monies have allowed me to establish 
new native woodlands and hedges on my 
farm, create wetlands and introduce a whole 
host of riparian measures aimed at reducing 
diffuse pollution and improving water qual-
ity.

‘These SRDP-funded improvements will 

the wider environment.
‘If Mr Lochhead chooses not to fund SRDP 

properly there will be a real danger, that not 
only will existing schemes be discontinued, 
but new ones will not be initiated and years 

SWT conservation shepherd, Laura Cun-

in Angus and rare-species rich grasslands 
throughout Fife.

orchids, to thrive while also producing high-
value lamb.

‘Money from SRDP agri-environment 

schemes is vital to allow inspiring projects 
like this to continue.’

added: ‘The Scottish Government is guilty 
of short-termism and needs to think more 
about ensuring the long-term sustainability 
of Scottish agriculture and our rural com-
munities.

‘The rural economy is dependent on so 
much more than high-input, intensive, ag-
riculture. This decision means that wildlife 
loses out because there is less money in the 
pot for agri-environment schemes.’

unchanged.
The two vice presidential posts at NFUS are both for one-

have both been nominated, with no other candidates coming 
forward.

while Mr Livesey was elected at the AGM in February 

is open for election every two years. Nigel was re-elected in 

there will be no voting, the formalities of having candidates 
proposed, seconded and elected will take place at the union’s 

-
mont Hotel, St Andrews, following the Union’s AGM and 
dinner the previous day. 

The Union’s council is a body made up from representa-

and, with the agreement of regional boards, it is intended 

that the President, vice presidents and Chief Executive will 
attend these events.

NFU Scotland chief executive, Scott Walker said: ‘Having 
a tried and trusted presidential team going into one of the 
most challenging years for the Scottish farming industry 
will be reassuring for members.

‘Nigel, Allan and Rob have a proven track record in dealing 

This is a team with the skills and knowledge to continue to 
meet those challenges on behalf of our members.’

A REMINDER was sent to crofters 
last week asking them to register 
their common grazings with the 
Crofting Commission.

The Crofting Reform (Scotland) 

Register, to be held by the Keepers 
of the Registers of Scotland (RoS) 
and free for public viewing. The 
Scottish Ministers have undertaken 

of common grazings and land held 
runrig on the registers.

The Crofting Commission is 
responsible for submitting applica-
tions for the registration of common 
grazings land and land held in runrig 

of a rolling programme, registration 
packs were sent out to the landlords 
and grazings committees of various 
common grazings.  This registra-
tion pack included a boundary map 
of the common grazings, a list of 
shareholders in the grazings and 
details of any relevant resumptions, 
apportionments, and crofter forestry 
schemes.

Grazings committees and own-
ers of the common grazings were 
asked to agree the boundaries and 
associated information sent to 
them or advise the Commission of 
any potential issues found with the 
information provided.

The Commission is very keen to 
see progress registering common 
grazings and, with this in mind, 
decided another reminder would be 
helpful. Those letters should now 
have landed on doormats across the 
Highlands and Islands.

Safeguarding common grazing and 
verifying boundaries are amongst 

The data will also be useful when 
considering any future development 
of the land.

With existing applications, where 
some information has been received, 
the commission will allow a further 
four weeks for a reply to the latest 
reminder. If there is no response to 
this reminder the common grazings 
will be registered with the informa-
tion the Commission has.

With existing applications where 
there has, to date, been no response 
at all to the Commission’s letters, 
a last reminder will be sent out by 

four week period for a reply. If noth-
ing is heard after this, further work 
on the application will be suspended 
and the Commission will be unable 
to guarantee when further work on 
the registration might take place.

For those grazings who have not 
been involved so far, an invitation to 
engage with the registration process 

Convener Susan Walker said: ‘The 

source of information for anyone 
looking for a clear description of 
every croft. It has the potential 

crofting counties – but we need 
everybody to help populate it. 

‘The latest information will help 
us when making future decisions so 
we can make more informed conclu-
sions that will have a positive impact 
on life in crofting communities.’

Caledonian Marts 
Stirling
CALEDONIAN Marts had on 

annual Christmas Show and Sale 
of Prime Sheep at Stirling, which 
was sponsored by Stocktrace. 

The show was judged by 
-

the following were his awards.
Champion Pen of three came 

Reserve Pen also came from J 

Lawson, East Mains.

2 Auchenbothie Farmers, 

2 Auchenbothie Farmers, 

from A Morton, Lochend to 

week).

per head:

Greenland

Ewes and Tups.

for Cheviots from Mr McRae, 
Coulshill Farm.

Texels from Mr R Downie, 
Newton of Crathie Farm.

R Downie, Newton of Crathie 
Farm.

-

AT CALEDONIAN Marts  
Sirling sale on Monday Decem-

Meikle Coull Farms, Tannadice, 

Simmentals from Droystone, 
Tarbolton.

Twenty-nine heifers averaged 

South Ardnaclach, Appin and 

Charolais from Inchie, Port on 
Menteith.

Leading Prices:
Steers:

-
letshaugh

Heifers:

-

Inchie:
December sold 72 Store Cattle 

United Auctions 
Stirling

Stirling sale last Wednesday. 

Shenlarich.

Forward Cattle averaged 

Leading prices:

-

Heifers:

OTM Cows – Shenlarich 

Market reports

Nigel Miller said: ‘It remains 

decision not to use additional 
EU funds to address Europe’s 
wishes on convergence and 
start to lift Scotland’s average 

hectare closer to the European 
average amounts to a misuse of 
convergence funding.   

‘The secretary of state, Owen 
Paterson, has opened the door 
to an increase in the Scottish 
coupled envelope through the 
use of the UK budget.

‘And by introducing a 

has recognised the pressures we 
face in moving to area payments. 
It is therefore hard to understand 
why the new convergence 
funding wasn’t used to plug 
the budget gap north of the 
border. Europe’s vision for 
convergence and the basis for the 
UK receiving additional money, 
is that support rates per hectare 
should start to converge towards 

by 2020 – that is a wish the UK 
Government chooses to ignore.

‘Following Owen Paterson’s 
announcement, we asked our 
legal representatives to examine 
whether the UK government 
erred, procedurally or 
substantively, in the distribution 
of its national allocation of 
European CAP subsidy amongst 
Scotland, England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland.

‘They informed us that the 

UK government may distribute 
the UK’s allocation of European 

devolved administrations but 
if that ‘regional’ approach 
is adopted, the distribution 
must be carried out with 
reference to ‘objective and non-
discriminatory criteria’. Our 
lawyers believe that provides 
us with a basis for questioning.
Under Freedom of Information 
(FOI), our lawyers have asked the 
UK government to explain what 
objective and non-discriminatory 
criteria were used in reaching its 
decision to allocate funding to 
England, Wales and Northern 
Ireland which was derived 
solely because of historic 
under-support for Scotland. 
Under FOI, we have also asked 
DEFRA to reveal how robustly 
it argued for additional rural 
development funds for Scotland. 
In respect of Pillar 2 funding, 
a limited number of Member 
States received more support 
than they would have done, 
having put a special case for 
additional uplift to the European 
Commission. In light of Scotland 
receiving the lowest levels of 
rural development support in the 
whole of the European Union, 
we want to know if Westminster 
put such a case during CAP 
negotiations to bring additional 
funds to Scotland.

‘If not, the Scottish farmers 

why.’

Nigel Miller has described DEFRA’s decision is ‘misuse’ of EU funding.  t52nigel1

JAMIE McGrigor, Highlands 
and Islands MSP, is urging his 
farming and crofting constituents 
to take part in the Scottish 
Government’s consultation on 
detailed proposals for the new 
Scotland Rural Development 
Programme (SRDP). 

The Scottish Government 
launched a formal consultation 
last week on the seven-year 
programme – which is worth 

Speaking today Jamie, who 
is also convenor of the Scottish 
Parliament’s Cross Party Group 
on Crofting, said: ‘The shape of 
the new SRDP system is vital to 
many of my farming and crofting 
constituents.

‘I have consistently argued that 
the support options contained 
within the programme must 
be practical, simple and user-
friendly so that farmers and 

from them. In terms of crofting, 

there must also be accessible and 
appropriate options for small 
producers. Many crofters have 
previously been put off applying 
by what they perceive as the 
complexity, labour or anticipated 
time required, or believed the 
options were not appropriate for 
smaller scale producers.

‘I would encourage farmers 
and crofters in my region give 
their views in the consultation 
process which runs until 

Scotland dealt 
poor budget deal 
claims farmers

Wildlife trust voices disappointment at cash allocation

NFU Scotland presidential team unchanged

Registration reminder sent to crofters

FARMERS in Kintyre have been 
praised by NFU Scotland’s head of 
milk for their dedication and enter-
prising spirit.

Gary Mitchell said he was de-
lighted with the turnout at a recent 
meeting to discuss climate change 
and how they can take the dairy 
sector forward. He was joined on 
the trip by George Jamieson, policy 
director for dairy at NFUS, with the 
pair meeting the dairy contingent 
to hear concerns, as well as discuss 
wider issues such as land tenancy. 

Mr Mitchell said that while some 
may look at Kintyre’s location as 
a disadvantage, their eagerness to 
develop brands for export was a 

major asset. ‘The farmers are keen 
to develop their unique products, 
like Mull of Kintyre Cheese,’ he 
said. ‘For Kintyre, the dairy farmers 
are encouraged that First Milk has 

realistic export opportunity. The 
producers discussed the potential to 

and collectively work with each 
other and the co-op to make Kintyre 

look at these places as being at a dis-
advantage from the rest of the mar-
ket, however the people we met do 
not want to stay at that disadvantage. 
They have got the water, the grass 
and they have got a good proportion 

of young people that want to develop 
the local industry. On the mainland 
they are facing the problem that they 
can’t keep their youngsters involved 
in the farm as they want to go and 
do other careers. The attendance at 
the meeting proves the commitment 
these farmers have to the agriculture 
industry. 

‘It’s rare to get so many people 
turning out at these sorts of meetings 
in the less remote areas.’

Topics discussed included the 
CAP Reform, voluntary code of 
practice and dairy strategy review.

-
couraging farmers to look to the future 
and what they can do collaboratively.

Kintyre farmers’ dedication wins praise

MSP’s appeal to farmers and crofters
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Assistant Manager
Closing date: 

Wednesday 15th January 2014
This post is year round and can be 
available as a live in job if required.

The number of hours and pattern of working 
could be flexible for the right candidate.

For further details please contact
recruitment@stcolumba-hotel.co.uk

01681 700304
www.stcolumba-hotel.co.uk

Landcatch Natural Selection Ltd

Bookkeeper
Suitably qualified and experienced Bookkeeper 
required in busy office. 35 hours per week. Training 
opportunities available but preferred candidate will 
have excellent numerical skills, and experience in 
accounting administrative software systems and 
maintaining accounting ledger systems. Good 
salary to match experience. 
Please send your CV and covering letter to 
Natalie Murphy at Landcatch Natural Selection 
Ltd, Ormsary Fish Farm, Ormsary, Argyll, PA31 
8PE.

Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a small 
team selling advertising and features for our well established, award 
winning publications.
You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate 
and maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant 
will benefit from on-going training, first class support, job stability and 
the opportunity to work for a professional company that believes in 
rewarding success and effort.
Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising Sales Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care 
+ Pension + Good Holidays

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE
YOUR NEW CAR

DEALERSHIP PLEASE
CALL: 01631 568000

SUBARU 
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

W.D. SEMPLE
www.wdsemple.com

Tel: 01499 302150

Tel: 01546 606767/
01546 606272

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

MOT’s, Car Repairs, 
Services and Car Sales

Tyres, Exhausts, Batteries

Lochavullin Industrial Estate
Tel: 01631 566502/566470

PEUGEOT 206 XSI
1.6 petrol, Mot till June no tax

2 female owners since new (2004)
Cd, remote locking, air con, recent exhaust. 

07798732528
Nittan2@hotmail.com

£1400 o.n.o.

WANTED

All types of 4 
x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers,

Toyotas, Nissan 
Navara, any 4 x 4, 

also considered 
non runners or 
MOT failures.

Telephone: 
01250 884306 or

mobile
07885 203020

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover 90 or 
110, Mitsubishi, 
Toyota etc, any 
4x4 considered, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07864035750

WANTED

Any 4x4 vehicle 
Landrover, 

Toyota, 
Mitsubishi etc, 
high mileage, 
any condition.

Telephone: 
07423736722

20%

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the 
Macpherson family

60 MITSUBISHI L200 Barbarian, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Leather, Met Silver, 44K.........................£13,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-Pack, Alloys, Black, 25K......................................£13,450
60 MITSUBISHI L200 Warrior, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, E-pack, Alloys, Black, 35k.......................................£12,950
60 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Leather, Alloys, Black, 45K ...................................£11,950
59 MITSUBISHI L200 Trojan, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, E-pack, Alloys, Black ..................................£10,450
10 MITSUBISHI L200 4 Work, Single Cab Pickup, Manual, 4wd, Truck man Canopy, To Bar, Red, 57k.................£9,750
56 MITSUBISHI L200 4Work, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, CD, Alloy Mountain Top, Met Silver, Choice ......... £6,950
56 MITSUBISHI L200 TROJAN, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Canopy, CD, Alloys, Black....................................................£5,950
57 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN Sport Trojan, 5 Door Estate, Manual, Leather, E-pack Alloys, Met Grey ...........NO VAT £6,450
10 NISSAN NIVARA, Tekna, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Heated Leather, Reverse Camera, Met Blue, 60K..£12,950
10 NISSAN NAVARA ACENTA 190HP, DB Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Black....................................................£9,750
58 NISSAN NAVARA OUTLAW dble cab pickup, manual, alloy cover, epack, alloys, black....................................£8,750
05 NISSAN NAVARA D22 DBL CAB PICKUP, Manual, Roll Bars, Tow Bar, Met Silver, 90k miles ..............NO VAT  £5,750
59 TOYOTA HILUX, HL2 Double Cab Pickup. Manual, Canopy, E-Pack, Met Green, 25k ......................................£11,750
08 TOYOTA HILUX Invincible, 3 ltr, Double Cab Pickup, Manual, Sat Nav, Canopy, Good Rich Tyres, Black .........£10,950
11 FORD RANGER, Single Cab Pickup, 4WD, Manual, Truckman Canopy, 3 Ton Tow, Black.................................£9,950
08 MAZDA BT 50. Double Cab  Pickup, Manual, Epack, Alloys, Towbar, Met Grey, 60K ........................................£8,950
11 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 TDCi, 15 Seater Minibus, 6 speed, Epack, White ....................................................£10,750
10 FORD TRANSIT 350 115 HD, LWB, Hitop Van, 6 Speed, SLD, E-Pack, Ply Lined, White ..................................£7,450
09 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, High Top Van, Rear Fitted Workshop, SLD, Red, 80K.............................................£7,950
09 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB, Semi Hightop Van, 115HP, CD Player, SLD, Blue, 10k............................................£7,950
58 FORD TRANSIT 260 SWB Crew Van, 6seats, E Pack, CD, SLD, White .............................................................£5,950 
58 FORD TRANSIT 350 LWB crew Van 115hp, 6 speed, Epack, 6seats, White .....................................................£6,850
57 FORD TRANSIT 350, MWB, Drop Side Tripper, Manual, Towbar, CD Player, White 60K ....................................£7,950
07 FORD TRANSIT 350 TDCi Crew Cab Tipper, One Stop, Removable cage sides, White......................................£7,950
05 FORD TRANSIT 350, LWB, Hi Top Jumbo Van, 115 HP, Twin rear wheels, White.................................NO VAT £5,750
08 FORD TRANSIT 260, SWB, Semi High Top Van, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, Red............................................£4,950
60 MERCEDES SPRINTER 313 CDi, LWB, Panel Van, 6 Speed, SLD, EPack, White ..............................................£9,450
06 MERCEDES SPRINTER 311 CDi, MWB, 4x4 Van, Manual, SLD, Rear Fitted Workshop, White .........................£8,950
59 VW TRANSPORTER 4 MOTION, Combi Van 2.5 TDI 130, 4WD, 5 seater, Twin SLD, White.............................£9,950
08 VW TRANSPORTER, SWB, Minibus, Manual, Twin SLD, Full Wheel Chair Access, Met Silver, 50k.................£10,950
08 VW CRAFTER CR35 TDi Crew Cab Tipper, 6 speed, Epack, Towbar, Green, 49k miles.....................................£7,950
09 VAUXHALL MOVANO 3500, MWB, Semi High Top Van, 6 Speed, Manual, SLD, Blue ......................................£5,750
08 VAUXHALL VIVARO, 2700 SWB Van, SLD, E-Pack, Roof rack, White, 60k.......................................................£6,450
10 KAWASAKI 600 MULE  Drop Side Tipper Body, Mauser cab, Towbar, Red, 1200 HRS, Choice........................£4,250
60 RENAULT KANGOO ML19DCi, SWB, Van, Manual, SLD, Sat Nav, CD, White, NO VAT. .....................................£5,250

MITSUBISHI L200 
D/CAB PICK-UP

£4350

2.5 td animal silver/grey with chrome bars and new snow tyres 
2004 mot august 125k miles, history, unmarked inside and out, 

Can deliver to nearest ferry.

Tel: 07710 507522

Professional Housekeeper
with cooking skills

Required for beautiful Lodge, with
2 separate cottages, in the Highlands.

Duties include: cleaning, laundering, maintaining 
stock, occasional cooking and general 

administration. Must be able to work on your own 
initiative, be computer literate, and maintain a good 

working relationship with staff at all times.
Must have previous experience in formal 

housekeeping and driving licence with own car.
You will be required to live in when guests are in 
residence. Separate accommodation provided.

References essential and will be checked.
Salary up to 23K, depending on experience.
Please send CV with accompanying letter to:

judithsimo@msn.com

We are looking to appoint a professional Chef for a long term 
career based in our new restaurant - likely to start March 
2014.
The role is permanent. The position offers:
• Salary up to £25,000.00 p.a. (neg.)
• Performance related bonuses 
• Nearly 6 weeks holiday p.a. (holidays preferred to be 

taken in the off season)
• Company pension scheme & accommodation available 
This is an outstanding opportunity to join a professional 
team, where you can use / develop your skills and 
experience to help create a successful business.
Apply now by emailing your CV with your current and
required salary to argyllcaravanpark@outlook.com or call 
Clive on 07900 575899 for more details.
CLOSING DATE: 15 January 2014

Head Chef
Exciting New 
Opportunity!

Salary up to £25,000.00 per annum, plus 
performance bonus, company pension 

- accommodation available

NEW DACIA DUSTER AND SANDERO NOW IN STOCK

W.D. Semple
VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. Tel: 01499 302150
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. Tel: 01546 606767/01546 606272

FIND US 

NOW AVAILABLE

The New Dacia Range
from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £7,995*

Dacia Duster = from £8,995*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.
Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

CAR OF THE MONTH
Renault Megane hatch Dynamic 
i music DCi, blue, 
5door, 4000 miles 
£12,250

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

USED CARS
11 Renault Megane Exp 1.6, 5 door, Ruby Red, 16,000 miles .............................................£8,950
11 Renault Clio Dyn T/Tom DCi, 5 door, Blue, 22,000 miles...............................................£8,550
59 Renault Scenic Dyn DCI 105, Blue, 40,000 miles...........................................................£8,950
59 Suzuki SX4 GLX 1.6 saloon, Cherry Red, 21,500 miles...................................................£6,450
60 Fiat Grand Punto 1.4, 5dr, white, 17,500 miles ..............................................................£5,650
60 Renault Twingo EXP 1.2, 3 door, Black, 10,000 miles .....................................................£5,450
10 Renault Megane Dyn DCi 106, 5 door hatchback, Silver, 25,000 miles ................................£8,950
10 Renault Clio Dyn, tom tom, TCE, 1.2, 5 Door, Black, 18,500 miles ......................................£8,500
10 Renault Megane 1.5 DCi, Met. Grey, 25,000 miles ..............................................................£7,950
10 Fiat Qubo Active 1.4, 5dr, silver, 13,500 miles ...............................................................£6,150
59 Renault Clio Dyn 1.5DCi, 3dr, Red, 10,750 miles ..........................................................£7,950
59 Renault Kangoo Exp 1.5 DCi, Blue, 39,000 miles...........................................................£7,350
09 Renault Kangoo, 1.2 petrol, 27k Miles, Silver .................................................................£4,500
09 Renault Modus Dyn, 1.5 DCi, Beige, 30,000 miles ........................................................£6,500
59 Fiat Panda Active, 1.1, 5 dr white, 35,000 miles.............................................................£3,950
58 Honda Jazz SE 1.4 Auto, 5 dr hatchback, Blue, 15,500 miles .........................................£5,500
57 Ford Galaxy, TDCI 75k, 7 Seater, Grey ...........................................................................£6,950
07 Renault Grand Scenic, 1.5 Diesel, 7 Seater ....................................................................£4,950
07 Vauxhall Vectra 1.9,  CDTI, 67K miles............................................................................£3,950
56 Astra 1.6 life, 5 dr,  Silver, 50k miles...............................................................................£3,950

COMMERCIALS
10 Renault Kangoo ML19 DCI, Black, 12,000 miles .............................................. £5,950 plus VAT
08 Renault Master, SWB, white ............................................................................. £8,000 plus VAT
56 Peugeot 206 TD Van, diesel sport, 55k miles, White, Many Extras..................................£3,500
02 Renault Traffic LWB, DCI, Red ......................................................................... £2,250 plus VAT

New Dacia range available for test drive today!

SELECTION OF LOW PRICE CARS UNDER £2250 TO CLEAR
CAR AND VAN HIRE FROM BOTH BRANCHES

Wishing all our customers a Happy New Year

QUALIFIED REPORTER
We want to hear from you if you have:
> The appropriate experience and 

qualification in journalism
> Shorthand
> Ambition and enthusiasm
> Talent, self motivation and 

commitment
> A full current driving licence
> Knowledge of the West Coast an 

advantage

Financial assistance for accommodation 
where relevant may be available for the 
first three months.
Competitive salary + private health care 
+ enhanced pension + life assurance + 
excellent benefits and great working 
conditions.
Please apply by email with full C.V. and 
contact details to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

£1650 o.n.o.

March 2006
Low 48K miles, excellent 

condition
No tax, year’s MOT.

Telephone: 
01546 510260

KIA PICANTA
GS

MOTORS

MOTORS AND DRIVE TIMES

D & J CAMPBELL HAULAGE
1 Black Crofts, North Connel. Oban 

Require an LGV Class 1 driver 
for for general haulage 
throughout the UK.

Please enquire to 01631 710882 or 
email d-jcampbell@hotmail.co.uk

Unit 5B Ben Nevis Estate, 
Fort William PH33 6PR

01397 703877 
(24 hours)

MOTOR SERVICES

ROFTC
Service & Parts

Service maintenance 
on all vehicles

Vauxhall Warranty

24 hour breakdown & 
Recovery Service

Get your 
winter 
checks 

here



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage stoves

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

woodburning stoves

home improvements

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

Composite Decking

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com

SELL YOUR ITEMS WORTH

£50OR MORE
FOR AS LITTLE AS £13.05 + VAT

FOR UP TO 25 WORDS

ADDITIONAL LINES (4 WORDS) £2.50 + VAT

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Pay by cash, cheque, Postal Order, or Credit Card payable to "The Oban Times Ltd"

Card No. Expiry Date................Signature..............................

Name ...........................................................................................................................................................
Address........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode .................................................................Tel ................................................................................

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm

TO ADVERTISERS - No trade advertisers in private sales
- All boats, cars & trailers must appear in Drive Times

(see coupon on motors page for details

To place your advertisement simply fill in the form below 
and post it to any of our offices (details below)

You can phone in your details to any one of our offices too.
Or why not visit the website at 

www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
and input your details there.

Your ad will appear in the Oban Times,
 The Campbeltown Courier, The Argyllshire Advertiser 

AND online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
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mobility

Photography stationery

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
Accounts Preparation 

for companies, sole traders and partnerships, 
charities, income and corporation tax, VAT & 

payroll bureau. Business plans, start up advice.
Enquiries welcomed from: 

LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS;  SKYE AND 
THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

accountant

oban blinds

kitchens & bathrooms

COE CONTRACTS LTD
Fencing, Dyking, Landscaping and General Contracting

Thirty Years’ experience in…
Fencing, from garden to security.

Dry stone walling and all types of masonry
Landscaping and groundworks.

Operated excavator plant hire. 1.5 ton to 15 ton
COVERING LOCHABER AND ARGYLL

For a competitive quote call the office on
01855 811408    07979 867870

contractors

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 
 Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel • Complete Bathrooms supplied 
& fitted • Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work

New build and complete house renovations
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512

Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

plumbing

SECONDHAND
GUNS WANTED
PARTICULARLY INTERESTED

IN GOOD QUALITY S/S OR
O/U SHOTGUNS BY LEADING

MANUFACTURERS
TELephone: 01250 872056

info@jamescrockartandson.co.uk
JAMES CROCKART AND SON
Blairgowrie Gunmakers est. 1852

health and wellbeing

AFAM
Argyll forestry, windblown 

trees cleared, standing timber 
bought, fully insured.

Contact:- Michael Swailes 
07887608082

afamservices@tiscali.co.uk

AFAM services

Proposed Division of 
Grazings Shares

Mr Alexander Stewart 
MacLeod is applying to 
divide the grazings shares 
that previously pertained 
to 17 Upper Scotstown in 
the Scotstown Common 
Grazings into three parts.

If you have an interest, in 
this application, you may 
submit comments on the 
proposal in writing or some 
other permanent form to 
the Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness IV3 8NW 
(e-mail info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk) within 
28 days from the date of 
publication of the advert.

Please note that any 
comments you provide are 
part of an open process 
and will be made available 
to interested parties. Your 
comments would also be 
released under a Freedom 
of Information enquiry.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR REFUSE 
COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS 
OBAN, LORN AND THE ISLES 

OBAN AND LORN MAINLAND 
Refuse and paper/card recycling collections due on 25th,26th and 27th December will be collected on the following day 
ie. 25th will be collected on 26th ,26th on 27th and 27th on 28th December.
Refuse and paper/card recycling collections due on 1st,2nd and 3rd January will be collected on the following day ie.
1st will be collected on 2nd,2nd on 3rd and 3rd on 4th January.
Moleigh Recycling and Civic Amenity Site will be closed on 25/26th December and 1st/2nd January.

LISMORE
Refuse collections due on Wednesday 1st January will be collected on Tuesday 31st December.

MULL AND IONA 
Blue bin recycling collections due on Wednesday 25th December will be collected on Tuesday 24th December.
Glass recycling collections due on Wednesday 25th December will be collected on Tuesday 31st December.
Refuse collections due on Wednesday 1st January will be collected on Tuesday 31st December.
Glass collections due on Wednesday 1st January will be collected on 2nd January 2014. 
Glengorm Recycling and Civic Amenity Site will be closed on 25/26th December and 1st/2nd January.

TIREE
Refuse collections due on Thursday 26th December will be collected on Friday 27th December.
Blue bin recycling collections due on Thursday 2nd January will be collected on Friday 3rd January.
Gott Bay Recycling and Civic Amenity Site will be closed on 25/26th December and 1st/2nd January.
Coll and Colonsay collections will be as normal.
Information is also available on the Argyll and Bute Council website and from your local Council office.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

PUBLIC
NOTICE
Police Scotland wish to notify the communities 
of Lochaber and the surrounding area that the 
Police Station on Fort William High Street will 
close to the public for the last time at 2000 hours 
on Tuesday, 7th January 2014. 
Business will thereafter transfer to the new building 
on Blar Mhor, which will open to the public at 0800 
hours on Wednesday, 8th January 2014.
The postal address for the new building is:
Police Station, Blar Mhor, Fort William, PH33 7GA 
Previous internal extension numbers will cease 
and that all telephone communication should 
be via the 101 single non-emergency number. 
Fort William Police Station

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany 
Street Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service 
Points will open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 
21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02807/PP Renewal of planning permission 11/00064/PP
- Temporary erection of a 50 metre high 
anemometer mast for a period of 3 years 
(retrospective)

Anemometer Mast At Cruach
Airdeny Barguillean Taynuilt
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below during their 
normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for 
the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the 
reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

13/02809/PP Formation of pathway with associated works Land East Of Lagavulin
Farmhouse (Lagavulin To 
Ardbeg) Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

13/02862/PP Erection of 18 affordable dwellings (4 - 1 bed 
units, 10 - 2 bed units and 4 - 3 bed units) and 
formation of new vehicular access 

Land South East Of
Imerivale Cottage
Port Ellen Isle Of Islay
Argyll And Bute

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED)
Notice is hereby given that Tigh Grian Limited have submitted a Masterplan to Argyll and Bute Council in respect of 
potential development area 10/15 Residential as designated by the Argyll and Bute Local Plan (2009) in association with 
planning application 13/02862/PP for the development of 18 affordable dwellings (4 - 1 bed units, 10 – 2 bed units
and 4 – 3 bed units) and formation of new vehicular access. 

A copy of the Masterplan, together with the associated documents, may be inspected Monday to Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Planning and Regulatory Services, Area Office, 67/69 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX, at the Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen during normal opening times and by logging on the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk and clicking 
on Online Planning Applications during the period of 21 days beginning with the date of this notice.

Any person who wishes to make representations to the council about the Masterplan should make them in writing to 
Planning and Regulatory Services, Area Office, 67/69 Chalmers Street, Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX before the 17th January 2014.

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Happy 18th Birthday
Melaine

Congratulations what an 
achievement from 1lb 12oz to 

the lady you are today.
Love Papa, Mum & Bryanna.

SEASONS
GREETINGS

Jean Buchanan 
wishes all her 

family and friends 
a very Merry 

Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

ARCHIE SIMPSON, 
DUNMAR COURT

wishes all relatives, 
friends and 

neighbours, old 
and new, a Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may be
examined between the hours of 9.30am - 4.30pm Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays) at
the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at
http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period
indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this proposal should
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of
representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

13/04508/FUL Mallaig WWTW 200M SW
of West Bay Car Park A830
Mallaig

Erect a 2.4 metre high
security fence

Time period for comments is 14 days.

13/04549/FUL Annat Point, Corpach
Fort William

Change of use to site
catering trailer

13/04592/FUL Ardshelach Lodge
Acharacle

Renewal of full planning
permission (10/02159/FUL)
for a new one bedroom
single storey dwellinghouse

13/04627/FUL Land 50M N of Longrigg
Manse, Strontian

2 holiday letting units,
associated service
accommodation and
external works

PERSONAL NOTICES HOBBIES AND
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Baby Pink 
and Baby Blue colours 
in stock available in A3/
A4/A5 sizes, from 13p 
per sheet. Contact Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 HOME OFFICE
SOLID SPACIOUS 
WOODEN DESK w60” 
d36” h28”, leather top, 
two towers with 7 draw-
ers, good condition,  
£55 Telephone 01631 
567462.

 LIVESTOCK
BLACK ROCK GROW-
ERS pullets and layers, 
genuine, free range 
reared, ready to go.  Big 
sale of ex display poul-
try/waterfowl housing. 
30% off all equipment, 
books, Kintaline Farm, 
Benderloch. farm@kin-
taline.co.uk  Telephone 
01631 720223².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most 
scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, 
Fort William, Glencoe, 

Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum 
and Eigg, Shetland, 
Glentrool and Dryburgh. 
Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order 
on-line at www.scottish-
calendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places include: 
Inveraray, Appin, Oban, 
Seil, Isle of Mull, Camp-
beltown, Tarbert, Machri-
hanish, Fort William.  

as a gift. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or 
by the box, ideal for 
copiers, lasers and fax 
machines. Contact Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.
RAFFLE TICKETS For 
your prize draw,  num-
bered and perforated to 
your requirements. From 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 WANTED
SCRAP METAL all 
types of scrap metal, we 
uplift scrap cars, call Mr 
Cook, West Coast Scrap 
Metals.  Telephone 
01499 500638 or 07787 
991636.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Dear Santa, Please 
bring me a nice 

caring single man 
and not one of your 
elves.  Reply with 
photo to P.O. Box 
93, Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Oban. 
PA34 4HB

PERSONAL NOTICES

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

Northern Editor
Stephen Norris
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

News Editor
Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Web Co-ordinator
Marian Miller
mmiller@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial Director
Stewart MacKenzie
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Editorial

& West Highland Times

The Oban Times

Newsdesk
01631 568060
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Senior Reporter
Steven Flanagan
sflanagan@obantimes.co.uk

Reporter
Faith Orr
forr@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising

Advertising  Executive
Rhona McKillop
adverts@obantimes.co.uk

Branch Offices
 Fort William

Tel 01397 703003
Fax 01397 702495

Lochgilphead

Tel 01546 602345
Fax 01546 602661

Campbeltown

Tel 01586 554646
Fax 01586 553006

Arran

Tel 01770 302142
Fax 01770 302021

www.obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Nadine Ross
nross@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising  Sales Executive
Mairi Auld
mauld@obantimes.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of advertisements 
in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the Advertiser 
on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides advertising space 
therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of Advertising 
Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order by 
the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing deadline, 
failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any dispute or 
action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will be settled in the 
Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial failure (however 
caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any advertisement is scheduled 
to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement or relevant part of the advertisement, as the 
case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will 
be made where the error, misprint or omission does not materially detract from the advertisement.

shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection with which liability arose or 
the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages or 
other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions arising from 
the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements published in accordance 
with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising on 
a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as otherwise 
directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment interest at a rate 
of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher 
reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which 
will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

Advertising  Executive
Eilidh MacLennan
emaclennan@obantimes.co.uk

YOUNG pipers and drummers from Benbecula are tuning up for 
the Scottish Schools Pipe Band Championships in Edinburgh look-
ing to repeat their victory at this year’s inaugural event.

Sgiol Lionacleit has already entered the 2014 competition, which 
will see pupils from schools across the country travelling to the 
capital in search of glory.

Sgiol Lionacleit Pipe Major Donald McDonald said: ‘Rehearsals 
for the 2014 championships are already well under way, with our 
band of dedicated pupils eager to build on their success earlier this 
year. 

‘With a complete mix of ages and abilities it is wonderful to see 
them working together to showcase the fantastic musical talent they 
possess.’

He added: ‘We had entered the inaugural competition with high 
hopes of making it into the top 10 but were absolutely blown away 
when we discovered we had won. 

‘It was greatly encouraging to see the passion the younger gen-
eration has for piping at the event and the excitement it created has 
helped further inspire our players.’

Some 40 schools entered the 2013 competition - widely hailed in 
the traditional piping community as a runaway success - and 64 
schools have already registered for the 2014 gathering on March 9 
held between Broughton High School in Edinburgh and neighbour-
ing Fettes College.

More information at: www.scottishschoolspipebandchampion-
ships.com.

BIRTHS
HALLIDAY - Cara (née 
Breslin) and Ross are delighted 
to announce the birth of Euan 
James on December 10, 2013, 
a wee brother for Ella.

DEATHS
LOCKHART – Peacefully 
and with great courage at the 
Forth Valley Hospital, Larbert 
on December 23, Martin 
Campbell, age 42.  Beloved 
younger son of Margaret and 
the late Cecil, treasured brother 
of Michael, brother-in-law of 
Martina and uncle of Cameron 
and Eilidh, dear nephew and 
cousin of the Lockhart and 
Campbell families in Oban 
and away.  Funeral at Falkirk 
Crematorium on Monday 
December 30, at 1pm.  Family 

desired to the Samaritans.
MACDOUGALL - 
Peacefully, on December 
10, 2013, after a long illness 
bravely borne, aged 77 years, 

Road, Dunbeg, dearly loved 
mum of Senga, mum-in-law 
of Graham, adored nana of 
David, Tommy and the late 
Lynn, loving great- nana 
to three and a dear sister of 

a private funeral was held at 
Pennyfuir Cemetery, where 
she was laid to rest with her 
grand-daughter.
MACRAILD - Peacefully, 
in the Belford Hospital on 
December 20, 2013, Mae 
MacRaild, darling wife of 
the late Peter, adored mum of 
Kenny and Marlyn, cherished 
gran and great-gran. Funeral 
service took place on Tuesday 
December 24, 2013 at the 
Duncansburgh-MacIntosh 
Church. Donations, if desired, 
to the Belford Hospital can be 
forwarded to John McLellan 
Funeral Directors, Dudley 
Road, Fort William.
McLEOD – Suddenly on 
Sunday December 22, 2013 
at FVRH, Ian McLeod of 
Marshall Crescent, Callander, 
dear son of the late Norman, 
Katie and sister Janet (late of 
Tyndrum).  Funeral Service 
on Monday December 30 at 
Callander Kirk at 12.45pm, 
thereafter to Callander 
Cemetery to which all friends 
are respectfully invited.
SIMMONDS - Peacefully at 
home after a short illness, in 
the presence of his family, on 
December 20, 2013, William 
David (Billy) Simmonds aged 
79 years. Beloved husband 
of Sheila, much loved dad, 
grandad and great-grandad. 
Funeral Mass in St. Johns 
R.C. Church, Caol, today 
(Friday) December 27, 2013, 
at 12 noon. Enquiries to John 
McLellan Funeral Directors 
01397 702128. R.I.P.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
BURNETT - The family 
of the late Margaret Burnett 
would like to thank everyone 
most sincerely for the many 
kind expressions of sympathy 
received in their recent sad 
loss.  Special thanks to doctors 
and staff at Glenaray Ward, 
Dr Sloan, district nurses and 

very much missed in the last 
few months), ambulance 
staff, Naomi, Tanya and Liz 
for their kindness and care, 
also Oban Hospital staff, Dr 
Henderson, Dr Johnstone and 
their team, who took care of 
Mum so many times over the 
years.  She spoke very highly 
of the kindness and care she 
received from you all, thank 
you so much.  Special thanks 
also to Rev Hilda Smith for 
her visits and uplifting service 
and kind words, Stan Lupton 
Funeral Directors for most 
professional services, Stag 
Hotel for excellent catering 
and to all who paid their 
last respects at church and 
graveside. The collection for 

£200.
GALBRAITH - John and 
all the family would like to 
thank most sincerely those 
who paid their last respects at 
the Cathedral and cemetery. 

many cards and phone calls. 
Grateful thanks to Macmillan 
Nurses Hilary and Gaynor, 
also to Dr Jesperson and 
Karen for their care in the 

nurses involved in caring for 
Katherine. Thanks to Father 
James for his moving service 
and also to Catriona Hoey 
and family for professional 
funeral arrangements. Thanks 
also to the staff at the Royal 
Hotel and to Torquil. Sorry if 
we missed anybody as there 
were so many who took time 
to look after Katherine. Sum 
of £670 to be donated to 
Macmillan Nurses.

MEMORIAMS
ANDERSON - In loving 
memory of dear mother 

on December 29, 2012, also 
remembering loved ones gone 
before.
We keep in our hearts
Love of the past
For there it was planted 
forever to last.
Too deep in our hearts for 
death to divide
Each day of our lives you 
walk by our side.
- Inserted by her son George 
(Smith) and Dorothy 
Middleton, Knaresborough, 
North Yorkshire.

ANDERSON - In loving 
memory of my sister Peggy 

December 29, 2012.
Sadly missed

in Westmoreland.
BIRRELL
Dad those we love don’t go 
away,
They walk beside us every 
day.
Your voice, your smile and 
your laughter
Stay forever within our 
hearts.

- Lisa and D.I xxx
To my Grandad  I never got 
to see,
You keep me safe and watch 
over me.
Love you.

CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear wife Liz, 
who passed away so suddenly 
on December 26, 1998.
Gone but never forgotten.
- Cammie.
CAMPBELL - Remembering 
Liz, who died so suddenly 
December 26 1998.

- Love Simmo x
GRANT - In loving memory 
of my dear wife, Morag, who 
died on December 25, 1999.
Sadly missed in every way
Quietly remembered every 
day.

Dalmally.
GRANT - In loving memory 
of my dear mother and our 
granny, Morag, who died on 
December 25, 1999.
Today, tomorrow, our whole 
life through
We will always love and 
remember you
- Elizabeth, Julie and Steven, 
Keeper’s Cottage, Dalmally.
JAMIESON – In memory of 
my friend Helen, who died on 
December 28, 1999.

- Inserted by Marleen.
MACCALLUM - Cherished 
memories of our dear mum 
and nan Henrietta (Babs), who 
died December 30, 2010.
- Roberta, Stephen and 
Robert.
MACINTYRE – In loving 
memory of Jean R MacIntyre, 
much loved mum, mother-in-
law and dear nana, called to 
heaven 28-12-2012.
Precious memories always 
near
Kept you close throughout 
this year.
- Dougie & Carol, Gordon & 
Sharon x

- Gillian, Nicola & Robert, 
Blair & Kirsty x
Loved and
remembered every day.
- Joan & Geoff & Family,

MACLEAN - In loving 
memory of my sister-in-law 
Eilidh, died December 27, 
2011.

- Love Ronnie MacLean Snr. 
MACKENZIE - In loving 
memory of our dear sister and 
aunt, Marjory, who passed 
away on  December 29,  
2011. 

our thoughts. 
 Sadly missed.
- Mary, Helen, Dorothy, Julie 
and family.
MACPHAIL - Treasured 
memories of a dear husband, 
dad and “shesh”, John, 

away December 26, 2004, and 
loved ones gone before and 
after.
Wherever I go
Whatever I do
Memories keep me near to 
you.
- Jean, Tiree xx
Time passes, memories stay

- May, Irene and families, 
Oban and Tiree.
MUNN - In loving memory 

mother, mother-in-law and 
granny who passed away 
December 28, 2008. 
Close in our hearts you will 
always stay
Loved and remembered every 
day

Kyle and Ryan
PETTIGREW –
Remembering with love our 
dear dad Thomas who died 

mother Betty died July 25, 
2004.

- Dorothy, John & Lesley.
ROBERTSON -
Remembering our dear mum 
and granny Bette, passed 
away December 27, 2003, 
also remembering loved ones 
gone before and after.
Treasured memories of when 
we were all together.

and families. xxxx
SIMPSON - In loving 

January, 1999.

- The Real Johnny Cash.

Sgoil Lionacleit from Benbecula: looking for more success in the Scottish Schools Pipe Band Championships.

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 29 Dec 2013

Christmas 1
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Holy Communion ................... 08:00
Sung Eucharist ........................ 10:15

Children’s Corner
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books

Nicki McNelly, Provost
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Mattins ..................................... 11:00

St Columba
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ......................... 09:30

CHURCH NOTICES

a quiz night to raise funds for 
the club and to draw in non-
members. 

The prize for the winning 

team was a bottle of wine each 
and the group with the lowest 
score received a consolation 
prize of chocolate coins. 

Lorraine Revitt, treasurer of 

the club’s committee, said: ‘We 
like to hold events every so of-
ten, especially on the weekends 
that we don’t have any games. 

‘It’s a great way to raise 

funds and we love seeing non-

think our events are only for 
members but we’re open to 
everyone.’

The teams put their heads together for the quiz, hosted by youth coach Blair McRaild and treasurer Lorraine Revitt (front). 20_f51quiz01

Young Benbecula pipe 
band enthusiasts prepare 
for 2014 competition

Lochaber Rugby Club welcomes all 
to fundraiser quiz night

The Light shines in the 
darkness
BY THE time you read this, you 
might be thinking ‘well, it’s all 
over for another year’.

If that’s how it seems, then 
the crucial message of Christ-
mas is missed, because at the 
heart of the celebration is the 
truth that God comes in Jesus, 
to be with us.  The name 
Emmanuel means that God is 
with us.  He comes to dwell 
amongst us and journey with 
us through the coming days.  

Not only that, but God comes 
to us in Jesus bringing Light, 
the Light we need to guide 
how to live, the Light to dispel 
uncertainty and fear, to bring 
hope and peace.  The Light al-
lows us to see ourselves as we 
really are and reveals God’s 
amazing love for each one.

The Bible, in John’s gospel, 
states clearly that Jesus is 
the source of real life; He is 
the Life - Light.  Despite the 
dark ways of our society, of 
the world, we read that: ‘The 

Light shines in the darkness, 
but the darkness has not 
overcome it.’

There is much opposition to 
the Light because it disturbs 
our complacency, our integ-
rity,  it seems like a threat as 
it shows up the things we’d 
rather have hidden. 

But, the Light brings truth, 
promises life with hope, and 
an end to fear.  The Light, Je-
sus, comes into our world, our 
neighbourhood, our relation-
ships to enlighten everyone 

love in our hearts.

of the Leprosy Mission, may 
speak to your heart, as it does 
to mine.

‘Shine in my darkness 
Lord.

Dispel the doubt and fear 
that cling so close.

Turn the weak moonlight of 
my faith to brighter-day,

in which I see your radiance, 
know your love.’

Thought for the week
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Scottish Amateur Football League - Premier Division
    P       W       D       L       F      A      Pts
Finnart    8        5        2        1       30      16      17
Oban Saints   7        4        3        0       21       7       15
St Joseph’s   7        3        4        0       21      13      13
Castlemilk   8        3        3        2       27      23      12
Haldane United   6        3        2        1       16      13      11
Thorn Athletic   9        3        2        4       14      16      11
Busby    7        3        1        3       15      25      10  
Inverclyde   7        2        1        4       14      19       7
Alba Thistle   9        2        0        7       14      27       6
Kilbowie Union  10       1        2        7       22      35       5 

Oban Saints
- the half 
time report

FOOTBALL

SAILING

OBAN Saints have had an
excellent start to their Scottish
Amateur League season, play-
ing 16 friendly, league and cup

and not losing any. This is an
excellent record in any standard
of football.
The club kicked-off the 2013-14

season with their annual tourna-
ment, this year sponsored by
D&K Lafferty Contractors.
Teams taking part were Dun-

dee United, Hamilton Accies,
Albion Rovers and Fort Wil-
liam. Hamilton Accies won the
tournament.
The D&K Lafferty-sponsored

pre-season friendlies defeating
top Caledonian League team
Westerlands 4-0 thanks to goals
from Donnie Campbell, Brian
MacKay, Ross Maitland and
Paul Kerr.
The next friendly was again

against Caledonian League op-
position this time Milton were
the visitors with the game ending
in a 1-1 draw, Saints’ Japanese
striker Sonin Kurishita netting
with a great header.
Greenock HSFP from the Cen-

tral Scottish League were next in
line and they found themselves

Challenge Match
OBAN SAINTS BLUES

versus
OBAN SAINTS WHITES

Glencruitten Park
Saturday, December 28

Kick-off 1.30pm
Referee: John Scott

Allan MacKay made a welcome return to the squad after being out injured for two seasons.
 Photo: Kevin McGlynn

‘Everybody is working hard for each other 
and we’re playing some good football’

going down 2-1 to the Oban
side. Brian MacKay and Donnie
Campbell were the goalscorers.
Argyll rivals Lochgilphead Red

Star were the visitors  to Glen-
cruitten for the last pre-season
warm-up game and although the
Mid Argyll side put up a spirited
performance they lost 3-0. On
target for Saints were Craig
MacEwan, Donnie Campbell
and Mattie Rippon.
The Oban lads opened their  

Scottish Amateur League
campaign on Saturday, August
17 with a home game against
Kilbowie Union and came out
4-0 winners thanks to goals
from Allan MacKay (2), Donnie
Campbell and Mattie Rippon.

Kicking themselves
Next up was an away game

against Haldane United and the
Oban side will be kicking them-
selves that they threw away a 3-0
lead against 10 men. On target
that day were Paul Kerr, Allan
MacKay and Mattie Rippon.
The game ended in a 3-3 draw.
Bogey team Thorn were next

to visit Glencruitten and the
Johnstone men travelled back
down the road with a share of
the points in a 1-1 draw. Craig
MacEwan was the Saints’ goal-

scorer.

St Joseph’s at home and this
game also ended in a 1-1 draw
with Mattie Rippon netting for
the local side.
The team then travelled to

Overlee Park to take on Busby
on September 21 and returned
home with a very impressive 9-2
win under their belts thanks to a
hat-trick from Craig MacEwan,
a double from Allan MacKay
and goals from Willie Gemmell,
Alex Craik, Donnie Campbell
and Mattie Rippon
Inverclyde at the Battery Park,

and an Allan MacKay goal was
all that separated the teams after
90 minutes.
AlbaThistlevisitedGlencruiten

next, but goals from Donnie
Campbell and Allan MacKay
gave Saints all three points in a
2-0 win.
Saturday, October 19 saw

Saints start their Fosters Scot-
tish Cup campaign with a home
match against Stirling and
District League team Independ-
ent. Donnie Campbell, Allan
MacKay and Craig MacEwan
put Saints 3-0 in front, but they
were pegged back with the match
ending in a 3-3 daw.
The replay was held at the

superb facilities of St Ambrose
High School in Coatbridge and
this time the Oban lads made no
mistake winning 8-2 with goals
from Craig MacEwan (2), Lewis
Cameron (2), Donnie Campbell,
Myles McAuley, Allan MacKay
and an own goal.
The following Saturday Saints

had a wasted trip when they

Rockfield Primary School shinty teams proudly wear their two new shinty strips, sponsored by D&K Lafferty Contractors, Oban. 
Kathleen Lafferty is pictured with the two teams, wearing one of the new coach’s jacket. Commodore John Peden. 

travelled down to Cambuslang
to take on Casltemilk in a
league game. The referee rightly
deemed the playing surface
at Peter Brownlie Park to be
unplayable so called the match

off before a ball was kicked.
The local side were back on

Scottish Cup duty on Saturday,
November 16 when they enter-
tained Rosyth. Goals from Allan
MacKay (2), Craig MacEwan (2)

Donnie Campbell and Dene Cas-
sells gave them a well deserved
6-1 victory.

Visitors
Shawlands were due to be the

round of the Jimmy Marshall
Trophy, but the Glasgow side
withdrew from the competition
leaving Saints with a walkover
into round two.
Ellon from Aberdeenshire were

next to visit Glencruitten in the
4th round of the Fosters Scottish
Amateur Cup but they were no
match for he Oban boys who
ran out comfortable winners 6-0
with goals from Craig MacEwan
(2), Donnie Campbell, Myles
McAuley, Lewis Cameron and
Ross Maitland.

Christmas and New Year break
saw Saints take on top Caledo-
nian League side Glasgow Harp
in the third round of the West
of Scotland Cup. The match
turned out to be a cracker with
Saints edging out their Glasgow
opponents 2-1, after extra time,
thanks to goals from Craig
MacEwan and Allan MacKay.
Manager Iain Jackson is

delighted with the performances  
from his team.
He said: ‘The boys have been

excellent so far this season.
Everybody is working really
hard for each other and we are
playing some good football.
‘Keith Millar and Willie Gem-

mell decided to leave the club
and play for Fort William along
with Alan Miller and Sean Ford
who left to play for Oban Ath-
letic but on the plus side Allan
MacKay made a welcome return
after being out injured for two
seasons.

Big boost
We also signed Lewis Cameron,

Davie McArthur, Colin Carswell
Roy McLuckie and Colin Tindall
to strengthen the squad and an-
other big boost was when Jamie
Graham came back on board
after his ‘lengthy retirement’.
‘Last season was a big disap-

pointment. We should have won
at least two trophies, the Cente-
nary Cup and Jimmy Marshall

penalty shoot-outs.
‘The league title was also

within our grasp, but we had
too many injuries and too many
games to play at the end of a long
and hard campaign.
This season, going into the

winter break we’re sitting
second in the league, in the last
64 of the Scottish Amateur Cup,
the fourth round of the West of
Scotland Cup and second round
of the Jimmy Marshall Trophy.
After the disappointment of last
season the boys are desperate to
pick up some silverware.’

New strips for Rockfield Primary School

OBAN Sailing Club’s new
commodore for the 2014 season
says he wants to get more young
people into the sport.

John Peden took over the helm
at the club’s AGM from Colin
Crawford who has been in post
as commodore for the past two
years.

Mr Peden said: ‘I’m very
excited about the prospect of the
club’s involvement in a number
of partnerships.

‘This includes Oban High
School and the outdoor adven-
ture group Stramash and we are
working towards providing an
integrated sailing environment
for youngsters.

Attract
‘We hope this will attract more

young people into sailing.
‘We also have a number of

good projects which will be
progressed during 2014.

‘Our lease on the dinghy
launching slipway has at long
last been continued so repair
works can be carried out and the

John takes over
the helm at Oban
Sailing Club

dinghy shed extension is also
planned for this season.

‘On top of this the club is
actively pursuing funding for
some new and much needed
dinghies to boost the aging club

-
cessful 2014 season.’

Position
Stepping up to the vice-com-

modore’s position is Finlo Cot-
tier with Iain Campbell taking
over as rear commodore.

Richard Shellcock succeeds
Eric Chapman as the new sailing
secretary whilst Mandy Peden
is the honorary secretary and
Leonie Woolf the membership
secretary.

Andrew Mead becomes the
club’s new treasurer, taking over
from Richard Beith who has
been in the post for many years.

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

SPOT THE 
SHINTY BALL
C O M P E T I T I O N

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 20 
attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB 
by 12noon Monday 30th December.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are delayed, 
mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof 
of delivery.

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will be 
shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision regarding 
the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition null and 
void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make full refund 
of the price of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre of 
the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 attempts 
on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on 
separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase 
by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To win the 
jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in the exact 
centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap the entry will 
be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of 
£25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other 
prizes will be awarded that week.

WIN
£800

To allow for the Christmas and New Year
holidays spot the ball will run for 2 weeks
Entries must be in by 
12noon Monday 30th December

week
2 of 2



Sport

Weather
Thursday Rain showers
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 6ºC

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south easterly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 6ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers
Outlook Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 26, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  05.17   1.8 11.10 3.3 18.19       2.0         **.**       *.*
Fri  00.03 3.0 06.21 1.8 12.34       3.3        19.29     1.9     
Sat  01.50 3.1 07.30 1.7 14.10       3.4        20.34      1.7
Sun  02.58 3.3 08.39 1.5 15.14       3.6        21.30     1.4
Mon  03.49 3.6 09.43 1.2 16.05 3.8         22.21     1.1
Tues       04.35       3.9 10.41 1.0 16.51 3.9 23.08      0.8
Wed  05.19   4.1 11.33 0.7 17.35 4.0 23.55       0.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

5

6

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with
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SHINTY

Shinty Heroes joins 
Celtic Connections

THE BLAS Festival’s ‘Shinty’s 
Heroes – Curaidhean na 
Camanachd’ has been added 
to the 2014 Celtic Connections 
programme and will take 
place at The Mitchell Library 
Theatre in Glasgow on Sunday, 
February 2, 2014.

The show, which was origi-
nally performed on the evening 
before this year’s Scottish 

paid tribute, through music and 
pictures, to those shinty heroes 
who were involved in the Great 
War, many of whom paid the 

Green Machine 
prove too strong 
for Clydebank

YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

LAST weekend’s results 
Broomhill Sports Club v Under 
13s, postponed; Under 14s no 
game; Under 15s no game; 
Under 17s no game.
The teams now take a fesive 

break and will return o action 
on Saturday 11 January. 

SHINTY

RUGBY

Cameron Smith on his way to scoring a try. 07_t52rugby06

Oban Lorne overcome the Clydebank forwards. 07_t52rugby07 Oban Lorne power over for another try.  07_t52rugby04

FOOTBALL

Oban Athletic’s 
game called off

LAST Saturday’s West of 
Scotland League match between 
Oban Athletic and Cardross 
was called off after a pitch 
inspection found Glencruitten 
to be unplayable.

to Antonine in a League Cup 
game on Saturday 4 January. 
This is followed by a home 
league match against Bellaire 
on January 11.

Oban Saints 
Whites take on 
Oban Saints Blues 
on Saturday
TWO Oban Saints teams will 

a full scale practise match at 
Glencruitten kicking off at 
1.30pm.
Club secretary David 

Buchanan was concerned that 
with the community pitch 
closed for the festive holidays 
the club have nowhere to train 
and with the 5th round of the 
Scottish Amateur coming up 
against Dennistoun Vale on 
January 11 it was important that 
the players got some game time 
under their belts.
He said: ‘Our last two matches 

have been called off due to the 
horrendous weather, so we are 

that it relents for this game to 
go ahead. We need to keep the 
boys ticking over for the re-start 
in January
‘It gives manager Iain Jackson 

a chance to give his whole 
squad 90 minutes of football. 
‘Knowing our boys, the match 

will be competitive so if you’re 
free on Saturday a good game is 
in prospect at Glencruitten.’
Referee is John Scott.

IN 1948 Alex ‘Inky’ MacKenzie aged 29 
became the youngest person to referee a 
Camanachd Cup Final and recently he was 
visited by Camanachd Association president 
Archie Robertson, who presented him with a 
commemorative tie.

Alex played shinty for Lochcarron in his early 
years but was called up by his country in 1940 
and was posted to France with the Seaforths 
where he was part of the ‘Exploration Force’ 
sent to help keep the Germans at bay.

However, shortly after landing in France, 
he was hit by shrapnel when a shell landed 
next to him and exploded killing his comrade 

who was with him. Alex was discharged from 
the Army and returned to live in Inverness.  
Because of the injury he sustained he was 
unable to continue playing shinty and took up 
refereeing instead.

Youngest person
In 1948 Alex took charge of the Camanachd 

Cup Final in Inverness between Newtonmore 
and Ballachulish which Newtonmore won by 
four goals to two and 65 years later he still 
holds the record as the youngest person to 
referee shinty’s most prestigious event.

Alex subsequently served on many of the 
North Area Committees as well as on the asso-

ciation’s disciplinary committee for a number 
of years.

Archie said: ‘The presentation of com-

referees was introduced relatively recently and 
the Camanachd Association has since tried 

receive the same tie.  Alex MacKenzie is a true 
‘shinty hero’ and a lovely gentleman. 

‘It was a real pleasure to spend time with him 
and present this very special recipient with his 
tie.’

Camanachd Association president

RBS West Division 2
Oban Lorne 55

Clydebank 0
OBAN Lorne made the perfect 
ending to a memorable year with 
a thumping bonus point win over 
Clydebank, their biggest win-
ning margin for two seasons.

The Green Machine lifted the 
National Bowl in April as well 
as winning West Division 3 in 
a year that closed their 50th an-
niversary season. 

The good times have continued 
with a fantastic start to life in 
West Division 2 with Oban chas-
ing promotion to West Division 
1.

This cause was done no harm 
on Saturday against the strug-
gling visitors.

Oban had already beaten 
Saturday’s opponents 31-5 away 
from home in September and 
a similar result always looked 

Saturday.
Oban kept up the early pressure 

and were rewarded with a try 

on 15 minutes. Brown caught the 
ball from a line out 10 meters out 
and, with the Clydebank defence 

nowhere to be seen, had an easy 
run in.

Clydebank looked to hit back 
with an impressive driving maul 
on the Oban line only for Andy 
MacDougall to save Oban’s 
blushes with a great steal, gain-
ing possession back for the home 
team.

Oban added to the scoreline 
with a breakaway try from 
standoff Alex Lawson and an-
other almost straight after from 
winger Callum MacLachlan 
from 20 metres out.

Even an injury to kicker Craig 
Wright couldn’t derail the Green 
Machine as Oban wrapped up 
a bonus point before half time 
with their fourth try of the day 
from Cameron Smith.

An improving Oban built upon 

more second half tries.
Captain for the day Corrie 

Louw bundled over from a driv-
ing maul before Allan Wright 
added another to take Oban past 
the 30 point mark. 

Alex Lawson scored his 
second of the afternoon after 
a Clydebank mix-up over the 
tryline, followed by a penalty 

try awarded by referee Willie 
Malone.

the day with a superb individual 
effort from Struan Smith, who 
picked and ran from a scrum 40 

off under the posts.
In all, Oban scored nine tries 

in a very successful afternoon 
at Glencruitten completing their 
record win over Clydebank.

The victory also narrows Oban 
Lorne’s gap on second placed 
Carrick to only three points, 

with a game in hand for Oban.
The next game for the Green 

Machine is away to bottom-of-
the-table Strathaven on January 
11 at 2pm.

Saturday’s game was sponsored 
by Rembrand Timber, Oban.

Oban Lorne will be running 
an informal touch rugby tourna-
ment on Saturday, December 28 
at the club from 1pm. All ages 
and abilities welcome.

Biggest winning margin for two seasons

Callum MacLachlan barges his way through.  07_t52rugby02
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EFFORTS are being stepped up 
to keep the deer equivalent of 
mad cow disease out of the West 
Highlands.

Chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) is raging out of control 
in North America, prompting 
fears that unsuspecting shooters 
or holidaymakers could carry it 
to Scotland. 

The devastating condition kills 
all deer it infects.

No cases have been reported 
in Scotland or the UK so far, but 
the growing threat has prompted 
the authorities to issue guidance 
on how to reduce the chances of 
CWD jumping the Atlantic.

‘Chronic Wasting Disease 
- Protecting Scotland’s Deer’ 
warns countryside users and 
stalking guests either to leave 
clothing and equipment in 
Canada or the US or ensure it is 
meticulously clean.

However, even that may not 
be enough as the deadly prion 
agent which rots deer brains can 
remain active for over a decade. 
Only a tiny particle can infect 
an animal through soil, blood, 
faeces, saliva or urine.

Ardnamurchan Estate regularly 
welcomes American guests to 
shoot red deer for sport.

Manager William Kelly told 
The Oban Times: ‘My big 
concern is not that stalkers would 
bring it in over here - it is more 
likely to be a person who goes 
out to North America and comes 
back with soil on their boots after 
going out in a national park.

‘Somebody could be out 
walking where there are deer 

THE CHAIRMAN of Fort 
William Football Club has urged 
a rapid conclusion to negotiations 
over its lease of Claggan Park 
from owners Highland Council.

Ronnie MacLean says if the 
matter is not resolved soon, the 
club faces being excluded from 
the Scottish Cup next season 
and, subsequently, the Highland 
Football League.

Scottish Football Association 
licensing rules state that clubs 
must have exclusive use of their 
grounds to play in competitions.

Fort William’s current lease 
only allows limited use on match 
days plus two training evenings 
a week.

Mr MacLean told The Oban 
Times: ‘There is a need to get the 
club licensed with the SFA and 
failure to do so has potentially 
very serious consequences for 
the club.

KILMALLIE Singers, Fort William’s 
amateur choir, led an audience of around 
150 in a Christmas carol concert in the 
Duncansburgh MacIntosh Parish Church 
last Friday night.

Carols sung O Little Town of Bethlehem, 
It Came Upon The Midnight Clear, Good 

King Wenceslas, O Come all Ye Faithful 
and Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.

Soloist on the night was local Gaelic 
singer Robert Robertson, who has had a 
memorable year. The 20 year-old won the 
Gold Medal at the Royal National Mòd in 

that up with being voted ‘Up and Coming 
Artist of the Year’ at the Scots Trad Music 
Awards. Robert delivered a beautiful 
rendition of A Thighearna Dhia (Away 
in a Manger) and O Holy Night. Choir 
conductor Andrew Simpson from Arisaig 
was delighted so many people had come 

along despite the horrendous rainstorm. 
He told The Oban Times: ‘We have a very 
loyal audience and they really do try to 
turn out for us.’

Pianist on the night was Jennifer Skene 
from Gairlochy, while organist was May 
MacIntyre of Fort William.

TRADITIONAL Scottish music 
enthusiasts tend to be generous folk 
- and that was certainly the case 
on Saturday when the Isle of Skye 
Accordion and Fiddle Club donated 
£500 to Macmillan Cancer Nursing 
Services in Skye and Lochalsh.  

At a presentation in Portree Hospital, 
the cheque was gratefully received 
on behalf of Macmillan Nurses by 
local cancer nurse specialist Nancy 
MacAskill who, along with colleagues, 
provide a hugely valuable service to 
their communities. Club committee 
member John Grundy paid tribute 
to the fundraising effort.He told The 
Oban Times: ‘This was only possible 
due to the support of club members and 
friends throughout the year.’

with wasting disease, step on 
deer dung and carry infected 
material on their clothing or 
footwear. That could then be 

ground when they get back 
here.’

He added: ‘UK bio-security is 
not as active as other countries. 
We manage this as best we can 
by making sure that anybody 
that wants to come across from 
the US or has been to the US are 
aware of the threats of chronic 
wasting disease to our deer.

‘Footwear at risk of 
contamination should not be 
used again as there is no way of 
destroying the prion.’

Impact
Asked about the potentially 

devastating impact on the 
lucrative deerstalking and 
venison industries if CWD ever 
reached the West Highlands, 
Mr Kelly said: ‘I would not 
even want to speculate on that. 
We simply need to introduce 
anything we can to minimise the 
risks.’ 

John Bruce, a director of the 
British Deer Society in Scotland 
has been leading efforts to 
highlight the menace.

Mr Bruce said: ‘The west coast 
is of a rugged nature and has 
lower migration and densities 
of deer. It would therefore have 
lower [CWD] transmission rates 

- but once it is here it cannot be 
stopped. The state veterinary 
service has been considering the 
threat to Scotland, the UK and 
the EU due to our initiative. But 
now we need everybody’s help.

‘Our message to the populace 
is it is all very well going on 
holiday but don’t bring back 
something that’s not meant to be 
here.’

Mr Bruce pointed to evidence 
from the US showing the longer 
infected deer survive, the more 
infectious they become as the 
prion multiplies. When the 
emaciated deer eventually dies, 
the ground and even surrounding 
plants remain contaminated for 
years.

He declined to predict what 
measures may be needed if 
CWD arrived here - but noted a 
mass cull of cattle was required 
to control mad cow disease 
(BSE).

He added: ‘The risk is low 
but the threat is high. The best 

defence. We are asking sporting 
agents to notify their clients and 
guests to sanitise their kit before 
leaving North America.’

Meetings to discuss the issue 
were planned with environment 
minister Paul Wheelhouse and 

next month, Mr Bruce said.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

The Kilmallie Singers line up for The Oban Times before they take the stage. 20_f52choir01

Kilmallie singers hit all the right notes at carol concert

‘If we do not achieve the licence 
conditions by May, we will not be 
playing in the Scottish Cup next 
season and if we still have not 
achieved it by May 2015 we will 
be excluded from the Highland 
league. That’s a fact now.

‘The major issue has been 
our negotiations with Highland 
Council over the lease of Claggan 
Park which has dragged on for a 
ridiculous length of time.

Lease
‘The council is looking at 

amending the lease to grant us 
exclusive use of the park at any 
time, which is an SFA licence 
requirement.

‘But we do have some 
movement now, so we are 

is required.’
Lochaber area committee 

leader, Councillor Thomas 
MacLennan, told The Oban 

Times: ‘A meeting has been 
arranged for early in the new year 
between Highland Council and 
Fort William FC when hopefully 
any remaining impediments can 
be removed and an agreement 
concluded which allows Fort 
William FC to move forward 
with their ambitions.’

Call
Meanwhile, Mr MacLean 

issued a rallying call for 
locals to get behind the team 
- as supporters, funders and 
volunteers. 

That campaign kicks off with 
an open day at the home game 
against Clachnacuddin next 
Saturday, which will be free 
entry.

Mr MacLean said: ‘I am 
certain there is a big support out 
there that has not until now been 
attending matches at Claggan on 
Saturday and if they come along 

they will realise what they have 
been missing. We really need to 

come and help at home match 
days and join the committee. The 
board are only the overseers and 
can’t do the day-to-day stuff.

‘We are also hoping to try 
to get people to sign up for 
membership and to join the 300 
club, our monthly draw.

‘The purpose of that is to boost 
the club’s regular income as well 
involving the local community 
on an ongoing basis in what we 
do.

‘And if anyone out there feels 
they have expertise in PR then 
the board would be keen to speak 
with them as well.’

A race night in the club house 
will follow the open day, Mr 
MacLean said.

 See Fort manager Conlon’s 
hopes for 2014, back page.

Nancy MacAskill, front left,  accepts the  cheque from accordion and 
fiddle club committee member Christina MacRae.

Looking on in back row are, left to right, club committee members 
Donald John Campbell, chairman Jim Campbell and John Cameron. 

Skye club boosts 
Macmillan
funds by £500 

Call to clear up 
‘backlands’

Growing 
fears over 
deer disease  
threat
Efforts stepped up to keep devastating 
condition out of West Highlands

Time running out for Fort FC to 
secure Claggan Park agreement

Inverlochy man’s 
scam warning
A SUPERMARKET worker 
from Inverlochy has warned 
people to be on their guard 
against a festive phone scam.

Allan Dunleavy received a 
call on Monday night from 
someone claiming to be a 
Clydesdale Bank employee, 
asking for his date of birth.

The 57 year-old’s suspicions 
were immediately aroused and 
he refused to give the fraudster 
any information.

The caller then told Mr 
Dunleavy if he phoned the 
number back he would be 
put through to the bank’s call 
centre. That instruction was 
also declined. 

Mr Dunleavy told The Oban 
Times: ‘I know banks don’t ask 
for personal details over the 
phone so I refused.

‘I’ve reported it to the police 
but it would be good to warn 
people.’ 

Trading standards advise 
against giving out personal 
details by phone or e-mail.

ACTION is being demanded to 
clear up waste-strewn ground 
behind High Street in Fort 
William.

The state of the ‘backlands’ 

complaints, according to local 
councillor Brian Murphy.

bits of scrap and even somebody 
living in a caravan at the back 
of one of the shops. 

‘There are also piles of rubble 
from an old dilapidated building 
that needed a council demoli-
tion order.’

Lochaber councillors will 
discuss a report on the issue at 
their ward business meeting 
on January 20, Lochaber area 
committee leader Thomas 
MacLennan said.
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Pupils of Inverlochy Primary School visited the village square to sing Christmas carols last week.  The whole school was part of the 
performance as locals gathered to watch, despite the wind and rain.  Left to right: Katie Irving, Ellie Hannah, Eva Derbenova, Sandi 

Vaughan and Nikola Dulowa, all P5. 20_f52inverlochy01

A FORT William man has been ordered to 
carry out unpaid work in the community 
after he admitted assaulting his partner.

Latvian Eriks Osipovs, of 7 Morven Place, 
pled guilty at Fort William Sheriff Court to 
pushing the woman and throwing a boot at 
her on the evening of November 25.

Procurator Fiscal Laura Ryan said the 
33-year-old arrived home drunk demanding 
money from the woman’s daughter. 

When the 19 year-old said she didn’t have 
any Osipovs waited for his partner to come 
home and then demanded money from her. 

When she refused Osipovs became aggres-
sive and threw a boot, which struck her on 

mark when the woman made her statement 
against the accused. 

Defence solicitor Hamish Melrose said 
Osipovs was ‘taking steps to control his 

alcohol problem, he has seen his GP and is 
attending AA meetings.’ 

Sheriff Noel McPartlin told Osipovs: ‘You 
should think about the affect on your family 
of your behaviour. If something like this 

a custodial sentence.’ 
Sheriff McPartlin ordered Osipovs to 

complete 100 hours of community service 
within six months.

Police catch 14 
drink drivers
WEEK two of Police Scotland’s 
festive safety campaign in the 
Highlands and Islands caught 14 
drivers over the limit.

Divisional head of road 
policing, Inspector Neil 
Lumsden said thanked 
‘concerned members of the 
public’ for reporting potential 
drink drivers.

Accidents            
close A82
DRIVERS on the A82 faced 
lengthy delays on Sunday after 
two accidents in Lochaber 
within minutes of each other.

The route was closed from 
midday for two hours near the 
King’s House Hotel in Glencoe 
following a two-car collision.

Both drivers were injured and 
taken to Belford Hospital. 

A woman, said to be in 
a stable condition, was 
transferred to Raigmore 
Hospital on Monday morning 
for further treatment. 

A male driver sustained 
minor injuries and was later 
discharged. 

Meanwhile, a car plunged off 
the road and overturned at an 
accident blackspot around three 
miles south of Fort William at 
12.40pm.

A driver and passenger were 
checked by ambulance staff and 
were taken to Belford hospital 
for a further check up but were 
released without treatment. 

The accident at 
Corrychurachan follows several 
at the same location in recent 
weeks. 

Pensioner 
sentenced to 
supervision order
A BALLACHULISH pensioner 
has been given a supervision 
order after he sexually assaulted 
a 10-year-old girl.

James Ridgway, 69, was 
appearing for sentencing at 
Fort William Sheriff after 
being found guilty last month 
of touching the girl’s bottom at 
the village’s tourist information 
centre on August 19.

Defending, Hamish Melrose 
said Ridgway was ‘of good 
character and low risk’.

Sheriff Noel McPartlin, who 
had already placed Ridgway 
on the sex offender’s register, 
ordered a six month supervision 
order for the pensioner of 
Lochan Dubh, West Laroch.

Benefit cheat         
in court
A FORT William woman 
has been ordered to carry out 
unpaid work in the community 
after admitting she claimed 

which she was not entitled. 
Roxanne Simpson, of 22 

Young Place, pled guilty at 
Fort William Sheriff court to 
not informing the Department 
of Work and Pensions and 
Highland Council when she 
started working in the town’s 
Travel Lodge. While employed, 
Simpson received £864.02 in 
employment and support allow-
ance between January 10 and 
March 11 2013 and £1,169.83 

14 and 12 May 2013. Defence 
solicitor Stephen Kennedy told 
the court the 25-year-old was 

and did not expect to keep the 
job for more than a few days. 
Sheriff Noel McPartlin ordered 
Simpson to complete 130 hours 
of community service, adding 
that arrangements were in place 
to recover the money. 

NHS Highland has issued an 
apology after failing to give the 
appropriate care and advice to a 
woman who lost her baby during 
birth at Raigmore Hospital. 

Watchdog body, the Scottish 
Public Services Ombudsman, 
followed up a complaint raised 
on behalf of the patient, named 
only as Ms A, and found that 
possible birthing options had not 
been discussed with her. 

The baby girl was stillborn in 
2011 after her shoulders became 
caught in the mother’s pelvis, a 
complication known as shoulder 

RESIDENTS in Ardgour have 
been trying for years to refurbish 
or replace the run-down village 
hall next to the local shop.

Now the Lochaber community 
can get on with the job after 
scooping more than £100,000 
from the Climate Challenge 
Fund (CCF).

Hall committee and Sustainable 
Ardgour members Kendra 
Turnbull, together with Ardgour 
shop owner John MacKay 
and wife Ann Boyd MacKay, 
prepared and submitted the 
funding bid. And the trio were 
delighted when Environment 
and Climate Change Minister 
Paul Wheelhouse announced 
£108,365 for the upgrade to the 
ramshackle 1936 building.

Ms Turnbull told The Oban 
Times: ‘The hall has been 

A MAN was found dead in Fort 
William town centre early on 
Saturday morning. 

The body of the man, who 
was employed at the Alexandra 
Hotel, was found on Fassifern 
Road by a member of the public.

Police arrived at the scene at 
around 7.50 am and cordoned 
off the one-way street, which 
runs down from behind High 
Street to near the Belford 
Hospital, for around three 

decrepit for years. It’s got 
different heating systems and we 
have been trying to do something 
about it for absolutely ages.

‘Just now we have infrared 
heating, which means you are 
barbecued if you are underneath 
it yet it does not heat the 
building.

‘It has been a long journey 
of doing little repairs and at 
the same time hoping the right 
funding would come along. Now 
it’s going to be fabulous.’

The project will see energy 

double glazing, LED lighting 
and light tubes installed.

Ms Turnbull said the hall 

would become a community hub 
for information on local heritage, 
walks and carbon-saving 
initiatives, while a community 
car sharing scheme could also 
be set up.

She said: ‘With the Corran 
Ferry fares going up so much 
that’s a very important issue for 
local people.’

Mr Wheelhouse said: ‘ It’s 
great to see these community-
based projects in Argyll and 
the Highlands and Islands, each 
with creative ideas to help make 
our carbon footprint smaller.’

Elsewhere, Horshader 
Community Development Ltd 
on the Isle of Lewis received 
£270,354 CCF cash for six 
polytunnels to produce local 
fruit and vegetables and cut car 
journeys.

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Inverlochy primary pupils hit festive high notes

Fassifern Road in Fort William was cordoned off on Saturday 
morning following the discovery of a man’s body. 

hours. A police spokesperson 
said that following 
investigations there were no 
suspicious circumstances. 

Unwell
A local man, who asked not 

to be named, told The Oban 
Times the man, believed to be 
in his 50s, had been walking 

and had been complaining 
about feeling unwell in the days 
previously.

dystocia. Ms A experienced 
similar complications during the 

However, it was unclear whether 
that vital information was passed 
on to the labour ward during the 
birth, the ombudsman found. 

The advice worker who 
complained on behalf of Ms A 
told the ombudsman the patient 
had received no extra scans or 
checks during the pregnancy, 
despite her medical history and 
being told that the baby was big. 

Ombudsman Jim Martin said: 
‘My main criticism of the health 

board is the lack of discussion of 
birthing options with the mother 
and in my report I acknowledge 
the trauma and loss that she has 
suffered.

‘Ms A’s previous history of 
shoulder dystocia had been 
documented when she was 
admitted to the antenatal ward. 

Complications
‘However, I was concerned 

that there was no clear evidence 
to show that the midwife on the 
labour ward was clearly aware of 
Ms A’s previous complications. 

He added: ‘It is not possible 

for me to say what options Ms A 
would have considered had these 
discussions taken place. 

‘However, I am clear that she 
was not given the opportunity 
to make a considered choice in 
relation to birthing options and I 
am critical of this.’ 

NHS Highland Chief Executive 
Elaine Mead apologised on 
behalf of the health board for 
‘failures in the care and treatment 
we provided’ and said that action 
has been taken to implement 
some of the recommendations 
made in the report.

Ardgour hall 
set for £100,000 
transformation

NHS Highland baby death apology

Fort William man admits assaulting partner
Body found in town centre
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A SWEDISH publisher is 
hoping to relocate to Oban as 
part of a £1million move, but has 
criticised the local authority for 
stalling for months on a deal to 
sell Kilbowie House. 

Bombadil Publishing decided 
in the spring to move to Oban 
after viewing the property, which 
was recommended by Historic 
Scotland, with the intention of 
creating 15 new jobs.

However the company - which 
publishes books for children, 
by children - was left in limbo 
by Argyll and Bute Council 
despite formally lodging a note 
of interest, with assurances the 
property would be marketed and 
sold by the end of October not 
met.

So frustrated did chief 
executive Marianne Rugard 
Jarvstrat become that she started 
to look for alternatives, saying 
the seven staff she has already 
promised employment to could 
not afford to wait.

Now, just three days after 
being written to by Michael 
Russell MSP and just hours after 

AFTER being named The 
Oban Times’ Angel of the Year 
2013, Oban’s Andy MacDowall 
dedicated the award to his late 
wife, Rena.

At 80 years of age, Andy is 
one of the most well-known and 
hardest working members of the 
community. Not only does he 
spend almost all of his spare time 
helping others, in particular the 

in the town and raises money for 
good causes.

After being told of his win, 
Andy said: ‘My wife, Rena, died 
in 2010. She was the greatest 
woman in the world. She’d be so 
proud.’

Despite some strong com-

PROTESTS from the Oban community 
have forced ScotRail to extend the 
period of free stay offered at its Railway 
Pier car park from 10 minutes to half an 
hour.

Furthermore, the debate about whether 
or not the company required planning 
permission for the barrier it erected 
across the car park in October appears to 
have been settled.  

Argyll and Bute Council now agrees 
with ScotRail that as the car park is on its 
‘operational land’ and, as the works are 

deemed ‘minor’, no planning permission 
is required.

Announcing its decision to extend 
the free parking period, ScotRail’s 
spokeswoman said: ‘We have worked 
with the local community to review 
the current position and, as a result, the 
waiting time at the car park has now 
been extended to 30 minutes.  

to carry out their business at the local 
shops.’

Watt and Son, had previously warned 
the 10-minute limit could have forced 
the business to close within months.

Signs at the station will be changed 

parking time.
Meanwhile Argyll and Bute Council’s 

head of law and governance, Charles 
Reppke, will still have discussions with 
ScotRail next year to discuss further 
concerns about the barrier, as was agreed 
at the recent meeting of the Oban, Lorn 
and Isles Area Committee.

FORECASTERS are warning 
there is likely to be no let up 
any time soon on the storms 
that have seen north Argyll 
endure 10 consecutive nights 
of lightning and weeks of 
turbulent weather.

Giant hailstones, high winds 

temperature have combined to 
produce one of the most unusual 
Decembers in living memory 
- with the storms causing chaos 
across the whole of the west 
Highlands.

There had been hope 
conditions would improve 
- or at least becoming more 
stable - before the New Year, 
but meteorologists warned on 
Monday that the weird weather 
is set to continue.

Dan Williams of the MET 

to see lightning for 10 days in a 
row but it is not unprecedented. 

‘We can put that down to the 
unstable weather of late though, 
which has created unusual 
conditions.’

The cause is a powerful upper-
level jet stream coming over the 
Atlantic, travelling at 280mph, 
aided by turbulent weather over 
North America.

Mr Williams added: ‘Storms 
are generally caused by 
imbalances; when we have these 
big differences in temperatures 
between the UK and the jet 
stream. 

‘They clash together and we 
get turbulence that can produce 
these storms.

‘What causes the lightning is 
tiny frost particles that go up 
and down. They clash into each 
other and cause a static charge, 
which is why you get hail with 
lightning.’

Pulpit Rock work 
blown off course
PLANS to close the A82 at 
Pulpit Rock next month for 
upgrade work have been blown 
off course after this month’s 
storms.

Transport Scotland intend to 
reschedule the short closure for 
February after December 5’s 
storms meant some work had to 
be re-done.

A spokesman for the 
organisation said it remained 
‘committed’ to giving at least 30 
days notice of the forthcoming 
closures.

being contacted by The Oban 
Times, Argyll and Bute Council 

bringing to an end six months of 
inactivity.

Marianne said she was left 
feeling the council ‘didn’t care’ 
about selling the Grade B listed 
building, which has been vacant 
since March 2011.

She said: ‘We’re delighted it’s 

been very frustrating. 
‘It was all very positive to 

begin with - then it all went quiet 
and we were not very happy 
about that. 

‘I have staff that need to be 
somewhere.

‘We have investors who have 
put £1million into this, from the 
USA and India. Unlike the UK, 
their accounts have to be back by 
the end of the year so they were 
getting anxious. So were we.

‘We couldn’t understand it. 
There’s no point keeping the 
building empty.’

Further frustrating the 
company, a day before a long-
standing appointment to view 

the building a delegation from 
the Swedish company was told 
it could not get in after the only 
member of staff who knew how 
to work the alarm was out of the 

Argyll and Bute Council 
said a ‘number of parties’ were 
showing interest in Kilbowie 
House. 

The Oban Times understands 
there is one other note of interest, 
from a property developer 

The council spokeswoman 
added the closing date was 
‘timed to allow reports on 
all offers received to the next 
meeting of the Oban, Lorn and 
Isles area committee’.

Mr Russell said: ‘I think to 
be fair to the council - I have 
to be in the season of good-will 
- setting the closing date is the 
right thing to do.

‘When there is a potential 
incoming interest we need to 
focus on doing what we can 
do, particularly with creative 
industries which is a growth area 
for the Highlands and islands.’

Andy MacDowall, left, collects his award as The Oban Times’ Angel of the Year 2013 from friend John MacKenzie. Andy dedicated the 
award to his late wife Rena, whose picture takes pride of place in his home. 15_t52angel1

petition from across the west 
Highlands and islands, Andy, 
of Hazeldean Crescent, was the 
majority choice of our panel, 
who said his deeds and dedica-
tion were an inspiration to the 
whole community. By winning, 
he picked up a special com-
memorative trophy and £500.

‘Surprised isn’t the word,’ 
Andy added after being told of 
his win. 

‘I thought you’d got the wrong 
person.  

‘I do enjoy meeting people and 
it is nice to do something for 
others. I always say it’s for the 
older people - in fact I’m often 
older than some of the people 
I’m helping.’

As well as organising the Oban 
in Bloom competition, Andy 

Square and takes ‘elderly’ 
people to doctors’ appointments; 
to visit friends or relatives at the 
hospital or church. He even takes 
large waste items to the dump 
on behalf of elderly people who 
cannot pay to have it picked up.

He has met Princess Anne 
three times in Oban, most 
recently after helping to build 

House, and he recently raised 
£400 for disadvantaged children 
with a sponsored slim. 

Andy said he couldn’t wait to 
tell his three children, Kirsty, 
Patrick and Andrew, and eight 

grandchildren about the award. 
Close friend John MacKenzie 
said: ‘He gives so much of his 
time to the community and 
considering he’s in his 81st year, 
it’s a remarkable achievement.’

Andy was nominated for the 
award by Senga Cakebread of 
Argyll Voluntary Action, who 
said: ‘There is nothing this man 
doesn’t do!’

This year’s runners up were 
Roanna Black, Benderloch, 
who turned 16 on Christmas 
day and is already a dedicated 
fundraiser and volunteer, and 
Moira Haywood, Barcaldine, a 
volunteer with Home-Start Lorn 
for more than six years. Each 
pick up a cheque for £100.

Stormy
weather to 
continue

Publisher’s 
anger over 
council’s sale 
deal delay 

Angel of the Year dedicates award to late wife

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING

Recycled paper made 
up 75.5% of the 

raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Newsdesk 
01397 703003A REPORT improving transport 

infrastructure on the isle of Kerrera is 
likely to be ready for councillor scru-
tiny next month.

Fergus Murray, Argyll and Bute 
Council’s development policy manag-
er, told the most recent meeting of the 
Oban, Lorn and Isles Area committee 
three different options were being 
explored to improve connectivity on 
the island. The council is also to meet 
with the island’s owner, Dunollie 
Estates, for more detailed discussions 
over plans for the island. 

Funding options to build a road on 
Kerrera were also being investigated, 
with the possibility of the council 
adopting the road once laid. Mr Mur-
ray and councillor Roddy McCuish 
also met with ferries infrastructure 
owner Caledonian Maritime Assets 
Ltd (CMAL) to discuss the impending 
adoption of the Kerrera Ferry. Mr 
McCuish said: ‘I have been enthused 
by how enthusiastic both Transport 
Scotland and CMAL are over this. I’m 
happy with the progress and what the 
council is doing.’

ScotRail extends free parking to half hourKerrera report progressing well

Follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.
com/obantimes

The children of Barcaldine Primary wowed their audience this year during their Nativity ‘A Christmas Code’. The 
mixture of excellent singing and acting ensured that a fantastic afternoon was had by everyone who attended St. 

Modan’s Church in Benderloch, with £50 raised for Breast Cancer UK. 

Barcaldine pupils speak in A Christmas Code

A CONTROVERSIAL care 
model used on the Isle of 
Mull could be rolled out 
across Argyll and Bute, ac-
cording the council’s head of 
adult care.

Jim Robb told the Oban, 
Lorn and Isles Area Commit-
tee the model used at Bow-
man Court, in Craignure, 
was cost effective, adding: 
‘My view is we need more.’

The facility had been 
disparaged by islanders, 
with several incidents be-
ing complained about by 
families of residents, until 
the council made a u-turn at 
a recent crisis meeting.

Mr Robb accepted there 
had been shortcomings in 
the facility, telling the com-
mittee: ‘I have to emphasise 
this is a new system. We do 
make mistakes. We have 
spent a lot of time looking at 
the community response. 

‘We continue to make 
improvements. In terms of 
the amount of leadership, 
in retrospect, we maybe 
underestimated the ability of 
a new member of staff. 

‘If we were starting again 
maybe we’d put in additional 
management capacity and 
we have put some temporary 
extra management in place 

and we’ll report back at the 
end of January. 

‘We haven’t got it right 

though that we’ll get a very 
good service in future.’

Concerns over the provi-
sion of high-dependency care 
had also been raised, with 
people on Mull concerned 
they would have to leave the 
island to receive care.

But the report Mr Robb 
presented to the committee 
stated: ‘If there is evidence 
of problems arising of this 
type, the proposal would 
be for the council to lease a 

dependency service users. 
‘West Highland Housing 

Association is comfortable 
with this proposal and the 
cost would be £4,632 per 
annum. 

‘In the short term, the 
combination of community 
nursing and home care staff 
would support service users 
at home until a vacancy 
became available. 

‘It is not envisaged that 
service users would have to 
be transferred off the island 
into a nursing home on the 
mainland unless they chose 
to do so.’

Mull care model 
for all of Argyll?

ARGYLL residents are being 
urged to take advantage of a 
new fund to create projects 
commemorating WWI.

The Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) has launched First 

World War – Then and Now, 
which will see cash pots of 
between £3,000 and £10,000 
available for communities 
to learn about and conserve 
their First World War heri-

tage. Michael Russell MSP 
for Argyll and Bute said: 
‘2014 will mark 100 years 
since the start of the First 
World War.  I welcome this 
funding from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund which will 
enable communities across 
Argyll and Bute to under-
stand, commemorate and 
remember their First World 
War heritage.’

Funding available to communities commemorating First World War

AN EVENING of Zumba 
and fun and games for chil-
dren raised almost £600 for 
the Philippines relief effort.

The event, organised by 
Ann Rowan and Margaret 
Campbell, saw 40 adults and 
30 children enjoying them-
selves in the Corran Halls.

A fundraising auction also 
took place on Facebook with 
lots including gym member-
ships, photo sessions and 
hair and beauty treatments.

Ann said: ‘We’re hoping to 
raise £15,000 from the auc-
tion. The money has already 
been sent from last week – a 
total of £1,592.86.

‘The initial funds will  
give the children Christmas 
presents like pencils, jotters 
and sharpeners. Any money 
that now comes in will likely 
go to the schools.’Jeanette Morrison shows off her Zumba moves. Picture by Kevin McGlynn.

Zumba fun 
in aid of the 
Philippines

Social club cash boost
A SOCIAL club in a remote 
Lorn village has been 
granted £14,000 to improve 
disabled access and build an 
outdoor seating area.

Dalavich Social and 
Recreational Club, received 
the largest donation from 
the An Suidhe Community 

RWE npower renewables.
The Dalavich grant, made 

this month, is the largest 
single donation in the latest 
round of contributions from 
the wind farm fund.

More than £30,000 has 
been distributed to projects 
in Argyll.

Furnace Amenity As-

sociation landed a £10,000 
payout towards an extension 
to Furnace Village Hall. The 
revamped hall will include 
bar facilities to help replace 
the loss of the village pub.        

A total of £4,000 was 
awarded to projects in 
Inveraray. The Inveraray 
and District Pipe Band 
received £2,000 towards the 
cost of compiling a CD by 
the organisation’s Grade 1 
band and a further £2,000 
will help provide storage 
facilities for the Inveraray 
Highland Games.

Portsonachan Village Hall 
has been granted £1,929 for a 
water boiler and dishwasher.

Loan approved for Bonawe homes
MONEY has been made available to build two new homes 
for rent in Bonawe after Argyll and Bute Council agreed 
to provide a £123,122 loan. The 25-year loan to Argyll 
Community Housing Association will reduce the cost of the 
association’s borrowing from elsewhere.

The loan was agreed by councillors at the full meeting of 
the council last Thursday.
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‘THE BEST of head teachers’ 
was just one of many tributes 
paid to Jack Degnan as he 
retired from teaching and stood 
down from his post at Oban’s 

retain the head teaacher’s  

5 - one day short of 17 years in 

appointed head teacher of 

put his feet up as he prepares to 

using trains to transport 

were being taken to address 

some of the routes to stations 

-

but that the authority was on 

a demonstration on pruning 
and propagating and managed 

bringing on cuttings of shrubs 
because they are deeper than 

Lorn Lines

Jack Degnan, centre, with Rockfield 
Primary School captains Calum McLuckie 
and Zoe Cook and, from left, Rev Dugald 

Cameron, PTA chairman Dave Berry, 
parent council chairman Cameron Harris 

and Rev James Beaton. 16_t52degnan 01

turn down the opportunity to be 

Emotional

Soft wood cuttings are a good 
way of propagating many 

The best time to take them 

treatment using a mid-node 
cut and then trimming off the 

but he has been an outstanding 
head teacher and his generosity 

more time to pursue his hobbies 

Pupils celebrate Peter’s time with the 
school as the retiring janitor puts his 
feet up alongside grandson Dougie 

MacDonald, 11, who attends the school. 
17_t52pmack1

-

responses and that process is 

Speaking at the recent meeting 

we’re working with our partners 

being addressed

gets ready to put his feet up
miss the camaraderie with staff 

‘janny’ presented with a gift 
from staff and a picture drawn 

‘One of the best days was when 

afterwards as post-stunt success 

spending 22 years working in 

now coming back with their own 

for nine years and won tourna-

-

-

-

does his job with care and kind-

Numerous tributes at service send off

Grab a bargain
IT’SSALE TIME

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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FOOTBALL SQUASH

All-area season 
passes sold out

Fort manager 
determined to see 
his struggling side 
turn the corner

SKIING

ATHLETICS

Field of dreams: Fort William FC manager Danny Conlon and club chairman Ronnie MacLean are 
hoping better days are ahead at Claggan Park in 2014. 20_f52fortfootie01

THE TRADITIONAL West Highland Wheelers 
Christmas handicap in Glen Nevis on Sunday saw 
James Shirley completed the double, winning the 

speed shopping bike.  

Forster winning the junior event. 
Race co-organiser Andy Rogers said: ‘It was 

year break and also Marie Cameron, sprinting past 

Thanks to Ruari Watt of the Forestry Commission 
for his help.’

Finish times:
James Shirley 43:30; Frances Dent 48:47; Graeme 

Ally ‘K’, left receives his kit from Run4It Inverness manager 
Ryan McKenzie.  

ALL-AREA season passes 

mountain ski areas have sold 

Ski-Scotland has announced.
The pass gives access 

CairnGorm Mountain, Glencoe 
Mountain, Glenshee, Nevis 
Range and The Lecht – as well 
as a free session at Scotland’s 
other real snow ski area, Snow 
Factor in Glasgow.

Ski-Scotland chair Heather 

at a ski area, a further £4 is 
spent ‘off the hill’ in local busi-
nesses such as accommodation, 
places to eat and drink, shops, 

Archie Robertson presents Alex MacKenzie with his commemora-
tive tie. 

LOCHABER Rugby Club 

Parks in the RBS Caledonia 

January 4.
Lochaber lie fourth in 

the table and will be strong 
favourites to post a win against 
the men from the northeast, 
who are bottom of the league 
with just one victory to thero 

LOCHABER Athletic Club will 

Mor Uphill Race on New Year’s 
Day.

the Nevis Range Ski Centre at 

four-kilometre climb up to the 
top gondola station.

Soup and rolls, plus teas and 
coffees, will be provided for 
participants and marshals, as 
will a gondola ride back down.

Registration on the day will 

Mor Uphill Race on 
New year’s Day

RUGBY

Banff first foot on 
January 4

HE’S BATTLED through with a 
threadbare squad, late call-offs 
and a shoestring budget - but 
Fort William manager Danny 
Conlon is determined to see his 
struggling side turn a corner in 

Conlon readily admits the sea-
son so far has been ‘a wee bit up 
and down - but insists progress 
is being made in steadying the 
ship.

The Oban Times at a rain-swept 
Claggan Park on Sunday, Conlon 

-
rent lack of stability.

He said: ‘I feel we have too 
many part time players and too 
many changes week in week out. 
Fort William has not been able to 
get a settled team for a long, long 
time. It’s not one or two changes 

can’t build a team on that.
‘We we will be talking to most 

of the players to sign long term 
deals so we are not in a position 
come the summer where we do 

not know what squad we have.’
New signings Matt Murphy, 

Willie Gemmell and John 
Treasurer, who will sign up this 
week, have made a difference 
- but strengthening the team up 
front and the goalkeeping side 
are pressing priorities.

Conlon said: ‘The new direc-
tors have asked for that to hap-
pen as a way forward for a team 
that until now has not had a lot 
of stability.

‘We recognise what we lack 
in resources compared with 
other clubs and money is a big 
issue when it comes to attracting 
players.’

Asked what his hopes were for 

‘Getting off the bottom the 
table would be the club’s main 
hope, obviously. But number 
one has to be a settled squad on 
the park and if we can do that we 
will pick up points.

‘I’m not too bothered whether 
that’s at home or away and it 
would make a massive differ-

ence to the team to get a bit of 

easy games no matter who you 

sides are real quality.
‘This year is probably the 

strongest I have seen the High-
land league. The balance of 
power has shifted too – it used to 
be the likes of Huntly and Keith 
but now its Formartine, Tur-
riff and Inverurie Locos – the 
money and resources they have 
is scary.

‘Brora and Nairn have raised 
the bar and it’s up to other people 
to compete with that, which can 
only be good for the league.’

He added: ‘Our training facili-
ties are not ideal but Lochaber 
High School getting its 3G pitch 
in the summer will certainly 
help us.

‘You just need to look at the 
weather out there today – we 
have struggled to get suitable 

Meanwhile, the club will kick 

open day for the match against 
Clachnacuddin on January 4, 
sponsored by MacLean Electri-
cal of Dingwall.

There is free entry to the 
game and club chairman Ronnie 
MacLean is inviting everyone to 
get behind the team.

He said: ‘Obviously we will 
have our regular supporters, but 
the idea is to bring back people 
who may not have been to Clag-
gan Park for a couple of years or 
who may never have been at all.

‘It will let them see how good 
the standard of Highland League 
football is and enjoy a great 
Saturday afternoon out.’

Fort are away to Clachnacud-

a double-header.
SHFLTV - the Scottish High-

land Football League online TV 
channel, is coming to Claggan 

William’s game against Buckie 
Thistle.

West Highland Wheelers line up for Sunday’s Christmas handicap in Glen Nevis. 20_ f52wheelers01

58:05; Fos 58:05.

-

CYCLING

Double up for James Shirley

SHINTY’S youngest ever referee 
to take charge of a Camanachd 
Cup Final has been presented 
with a commemorative tie by 
Camanachd Association presi-
dent Archie Robertson.

holds the record as the youngest 
person to referee the sport’s most 
prestigious event.

-
carron in his early years but was 

and was posted to France with 
the Seaforths where he was part 

to help hold the Germans away 

Well deserved award 
for ‘shinty hero’

from Dunkirk.

discharged from the Army and 
returned to live in Inverness.
Due to the injury he sustained he 
was unable to continue playing 
shinty and took up refereeing 
instead. 

subsequently served on many 
of the North Area committees 
as well as on the association’s 
disciplinary committee.

hero’ and a lovely gentleman. It 
was a real pleasure to spend time 
with him and present this very 
special recipient with his tie.’

SHINTY

Biggest challenge 
yet for Skye athlete
AN ISLE of Skye endurance 
athlete will take on his biggest 

round his native island in aid of 
Cancer Research UK.

Ally ‘K’ Macpherson from 

in under 35 hours when he sets 
off from Armadale in Sleat on 

Ally, a CalMac steward on the 
MV Hebrides on the Uig-Lo-
chmaddy-Tarbert route, is also 
a talented piper and accordion 
player and performs regularly at 
the Isle of Skye Accordion and 
Fiddle Club’s monthly sessions.

Ally, who only took up dis-
tance running on a whim two 
years ago, said: ‘It will be my 

hardest challenge to date having 
recently completed numerous 

event before my 35th birthday.’
Meanwhile, Running store 

Run4It has already come in with 
a sponsorship package as Ally 
steps up training for the gruel-
ling event.

He recently met up with 
Run4It Inverness manager Ryan 

a full gait analysis - a slow mo-
tion check on the way his feet hit 
the ground - trainers, running 
kit and a selection of nutritional 
products. 

ATHLETICS

LOCHABER Plumbline played 
Jamie Tulloch Personal Train-
ing, the leaders of the Premier 
Division of the Highlands and 
Islands Squash Association, last 
Thursday. 

Andrew MacMaster was 
beaten 3–0 by Iain Young in 
the top seed match in which the 
second game went to a tie break, 
but Iain’s overall superiority 
gave him a convincing win.

Archie MacGilliveray held 
Jamie MacKay to force a 

-

Bruce MacLean, the youngest 
team member, started at number 

Douglas maintained the 
pressure on Derick Smith and 

good performance for Lochaber 
against a strong Inverness team.

Plumbline lose out 
to league leaders

Weather
Thursday Rain showers
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 3°C to 6ºC

Friday Heavy rain
 Winds strong south easterly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 6ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain showers
Outlook Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 26, 2013
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  05.17   1.8 11.10 3.3 18.19       2.0         **.**       *.*
Fri  00.03 3.0 06.21 1.8 12.34       3.3        19.29     1.9     
Sat  01.50 3.1 07.30 1.7 14.10       3.4        20.34      1.7
Sun  02.58 3.3 08.39 1.5 15.14       3.6        21.30     1.4
Mon  03.49 3.6 09.43 1.2 16.05 3.8         22.21     1.1
Tues       04.35       3.9 10.41 1.0 16.51 3.9 23.08      0.8
Wed  05.19   4.1 11.33 0.7 17.35 4.0 23.55       0.6
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

5

6

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

16
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