
PARENTS in a roadside Kilmore 
housing scheme have welcomed 

the area - but insist they won’t be 

installed.
Since September, two cars have 

skidded off the A816 adjacent to 
Feochan View and crashed into 
gardens.

The eight households within 
Feochan View are made up of young 
families and fuelled by the fear for 
their children’s safety, residents 
lobbied local councillor Duncan 

-
proaching Kilmore from the south.

As a result, a series of measures 
have been proposed by Argyll and 
Bute Council.

New bend signs and a 40mph 
advisory speed limit will be erected 
early in the new year. 

A mandatory speed limit of 40mph 
will be implemented as part of a 
speed limit review, but this is not 
expected until late summer 2012.

The council also said high friction 
surfacing would be laid, ‘as soon as 
weather conditions and availability 
of the specialist contractor permit’.

Resident Donald MacKinnon 
welcomed the alterations but said 
crash barriers had long been on the 
community’s wish list.

He said: ‘There has been talk of a
speed limit and crash barriers since 

ago and in that time there have been 
four accidents that we are aware of 
outside our house.

‘The area of our garden that one 
car demolished was used every day 
and it really does not bear thinking 
about if this accident had happened 
when the kids were not at school.

‘There are nine children in our 
development alone, ranging in ages 
from two to 15 and there are other 
kids living further up at Feochan 

Cottages. School children need to 
cross the A816 every day to get to 
the bus stop. 

‘There is also the church and the 
village hall located right beside the 
road. 

‘While I am happy for anything that 
improves safety to be introduced, 
the big thing for us is still crash bar-
riers and the residents are continuing 
negotiations with the council. I don’t 
think the proposed measures go far 
enough.’

A spokesman for Argyll and Bute 
Council said: ‘The council was asked 
to erect safety fencing to protect the 
houses but national guidance says 
that safety fences should not be used 
in circumstances such as those at 
Kilmore. 

‘Instead measures will be intro-
duced to reduce the speed of vehicles 
approaching the bend.’
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Council employees 
get Jubilee holiday
ARGYLL and Bute Council has 
created a four-day weekend next 
June to enable employees to 
celebrate the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee.

Both the UK and Scottish 
Governments have already 
declared Tuesday June 5 2012 as 
an extra Bank Holiday to mark 
the occasion.

The council’s Executive today 
agreed to award employees in 
non-teaching establishments a 
one-off additional day’s leave 
on June 5, on the same basis as 
for the Royal Wedding.

The Scottish Government 
has already given consent for 
schools to close that day.

Council leader Dick Walsh 
said: ‘It is important that Argyll 
and Bute Council employees are 
able to celebrate the occasion.’

SCOTTISH Ambulance staff 
are to be balloted on a new 
offer to end a stand-off over 
paramedics and technicians 
being called out during rest 
breaks.

The death of Moray woman 
Mandy Mathieson last year 
brought the row to wider 
public attention. An ambulance 
technician stationed close to her 
home did not respond to a call 
because he was on a break.

It is proposed that paramedics 
and technicians would receive 
a one-off payment of £1,500, 
then £100 each time their rest 
break is interrupted to attend an 
emergency call.

Unions and management have 

the issue since Ms Mathieson 
died in October last year.

Ambulance crews 
ballot over breaks

A car crashed through a fence into 
the gardens and within metres 

of the houses at Feochan View in 
September.

Kilmore parents hold out for road safety barriers

Tolls ahead 
on roads    
in Argyll?
Councillor in ‘controversial’ option

Canoeists on the River Awe get an unusual view of the Glasgow to Oban train as it crosses the bridge at Inverawe. Photo by Scotphoto.com

We may have 
to look at tolls 
on some of the 
roads.
Councillor 
Roddy McCuish

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Islanders’ traditional Christmas turkey 
dinner saved by last minute dealing

Transerv to meet 
on Dalmally issues

A SCOTTISH Government 
building in Oban has been 
rated with one of the poorest 

Cameron House in Oban’s 
Albany Street, which houses, 
among others, the Argyll and 

Scottish Executive Environment 
and Rural Affairs Department 
(SEERAD), has been given an 

F -  the second lowest possible 
rating.

G ratings for a building, with A 

and G being the least.
Six Government buildings, 

which account for 71 per cent of 

space, received the bottom two 

ratings.

placed amongst the second 
lowest rating, the Scottish 

and its freshwater laboratory at 
Faskally, Pitlochry, both received 
the lowest, G, ratings.

Lib Dem energy spokesman 
Liam McArthur, whose party 

Government has failed to get a 

own buildings.
‘It’s disappointing that none 

of the Government’s larger 
buildings achieve a top rating 

‘It’s nothing short of 
scandalous, however, that most 
of the buildings received the two 

A Scottish Government 
spokesman said the government 

was taking action to drive 
down emissions and its latest 
environmental annual report 
showed it was making progress, 
cutting emissions from waste, 
travel and energy use.

The spokesman said: ‘As 
Scotland has the most challenging 
carbon reduction targets in the 
world, it is only right that the 
Scottish Government leads by 
example.’

A REPRESENTATIVE of 
Scotland Transerv will be 
present at the next Glenorchy 
and Innishail Community 
Council meeting on January 11.

There will be a presentation 
on the A85 at Strone Hill and an 
update on the Surgery Junction 
in Dalmally, both long-running 
and important issues within the 
community council area.

The meeting will be held in 
Dalmally Community Centre at 
7.30pm.

IT WAS very nearly a turkey-
free Christmas for island Co-op 
customers after a supplier failed 
to provide the required number 
of birds to the Oban store for 
onward delivery.

Last-minute deal 
The Christmas Day menu plans 

of customers on islands such as 
Mull, Tiree and Barra, who had 
pre-ordered their festive bird, 
were almost goosed but for a 

last-minute deal struck with an 
alternative supplier.

A spokesman for The Co-
operative Food said: ‘While we 
had a supply issue with one of 
our existing turkey suppliers, 
we made alternative arrange-

all orders from customers who 
pre-booked their fresh turkey, 
including customers at our 
island stores.’

ARGYLL’S road network needs 
more than half its projected 
budget allocation of £5m in the 

-
tain the condition of the surfaces 
in their present state.

And the ‘mission impossible’ 
faced by Argyll engineers has 
prompted one councillor to sug-
gest tolls on the area’s arterial 
routes.  

A report by roads and amenity 
services suggested it would take 

of £11.4m just to maintain the 
network at its existing condi-

of £162.38m to bring the entire 
network up to an ‘acceptable’ 
standard.

Speaking to councillors re-
cently, roads operations manager 
Graham Brown admitted lower 

‘suffer’ as the majority of funds 
are spent on maintaining the 
county’s arterial, high speed 
routes. He added: ‘We will make 
these lower class routes safe to 
drive on but we can’t improve 
the standard.’

Speaking at the recent Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles area commit-
tee meeting, Councillor Roddy 
McCuish suggested tolls might 
be a way of addressing the 

substantial shortfall in the roads 
budget.

He said: ‘Some of the roads 
in Argyll and Bute are major 

we have seen, the maintenance 
of the network is an impossible 
task. It will be controversial but 
maybe we have to look at tolls on 
some of the roads.’

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 
the council’s transport spokes-
man, highlighted the fact that 
the huge sum of money needed 
to bring Argyll’s roads up to 
standard was not a unique prob-
lem.

He said: ‘It may cost £171m to 

bring Argyll and Bute’s roads up 
to an acceptable standard but it’s 
the same situation across Scot-
land, where we have a backlog 
of billions of pounds of work.’

Of the projected budget of 
£5m, Oban, Lorn and the Isles, 
which has more than a third 
of the entire road surface area 
in Argyll and Bute, has been 
given a provisional allocation of 
£1,750,000, while Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and Islay has been pro-
visionally allocated £1,550,000. 
Bute and Cowal and Helens-
burgh and Lomond have been 
provisionally allocated £1m and 
£700,000 respectively.

Among the major jobs to be 
undertaken in Oban and Lorn 
are £375,000 on strengthening, 
drainage and resurfacing on 
the A816 at Loch nan Druim-
nean and £360,000 on the A819 
between the A85 and Kilchurn 
Castle View.

Councillor Mary Jean Devon 
highlighted that no capital ex-
penditure had been allocated to 
Tiree and Coll but welcomed a 
provisional package of £700,000 
to be spent on the Isle of Mull. 
This includes regulating and 
resurfacing at Aros south and 
Aros Hill along the A848 and at 
six places along the A849.

Get paid for making your own power
Did you know you can still be paid for generating your own electricity from 

solar panels - and that solar panel systems have never been more affordable?

Don’t miss out on the best solar panel prices we’ve ever offered - and make 

a great tax free return on your investment!

Contact Go Solar Now for your FREE no-obligation solar survey and 
discover how you could benefit from the solar energy boom.

www.GoSolarNow.co.uk
Tel: 0800 148 8682

Prices slashed for 2012Tax
Free!
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Time to have your say on ferry 
services throughout the west

Transport Minister Keith Brown: ‘We are looking at real ways we 
can improve ferry services’.

Changes could herald vast improvements or simply be ‘pie-in-the-sky’
TRANSPORT minister Keith 
Brown unveiled the Scottish 
Government’s draft Ferries 
Plan last week, but denied the 
ambitious document is ‘pie-in-
the-sky’.

Released at the conclusion of 
the Ferries Review, the document 
outlines a broad spectrum of 
improvements for the country’s 
ferry services, including sched-
uling additional ferry sailings, 
investment in new vessels and 
safeguarding lifeline services.

Public consultation 
The proposals will shape ferry 

provision until 2022 and are now 
out for public consultation, with 
responses due by March 30. The 

the summer.
Among the measures detailed 

in the report is a plan to upgrade 
the Oban-Mull route to a two 
vessel service, new provision 
of overnight berthing facilities 
to allow an extended operating 
day for Iona, more winter sailing 
days to Barra and an additional 
sailing day for Colonsay in the 
summer.

The Scottish Government 
will also consider a new vehicle 
and passenger service between 
Campbeltown and Ayrshire, 
introducing a second vessel to 
the Small Isles service as part of 
an overall improvement and of-
fering nil fares for Jura residents 
travelling to Islay when en route 
to the mainland.

Those services currently run 
by local authorities could also 
be taken on by the government, 
while there is a commitment to 
adopting privately run lifeline 

Mr Brown admits many of the 
measures outlined could be ‘dif-

climate, particularly with regard 
to the purchase of new ferries, 
but said new funding streams 
would be investigated. 

‘It is certainly ambitious,’ he 
said. ‘But that’s actually our 
intention. It certainly isn’t pie 
in the sky; we are looking at 
real ways we can improve ferry 
services.

‘I think it is right and proper 
that we are ambitious and aim to 
achieve as much as we can.  If we 
didn’t do that, we’d be accused 
of not doing enough.’

Some ‘secondary’ services 

placed under closer scrutiny, but 
the intention is to enhance these 
services where possible.  

An overarching fares structure 

will also be created, based on the 
Road Equivalent Tariff (RET) 
which the Scottish Government 
recently committed to imple-
menting across the country’s 
ferry services by the end of their 

A number of the proposals will 
be looked at as part of the next 
Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Serv-
ices tender, including extending 

-

in length to six, in line with the 
Northern Isles.

Mr Brown has urged people to 
have their say on the proposals, 
all of which are still subject to 
change depending on the results 
of the consultation.

He said: ‘People are quite at 
liberty to come back and say 

not realistic or practical in some 
way.

‘But we want people to have 
their say and have extended the 
consultation period to 14 weeks 
to make sure people have a good 
chance to do that.’

THE GOVERNMENT ‘con-
sidered’ whether a Mallaig to 
Lochboisdale service could 
become the principal route for 
the Uists and Benbecula.

However, it ruled the existing 
shorter Lochmaddy-Uig cross-
ing was preferable because it 
was more easily accessed by ‘a 
greater proportion of the West-
ern Isles population’.

The review quoted a household 
survey showing 42 per cent of 
South Uist residents were not 

mainland port – but 52 per cent 
were.  

It added: ‘However, we accept 
the strength of feeling held by 
some of the South Uist com-
munity. 

‘We will further consider 
the economic viability of this 
proposed service in the context 
of other planned improvements 
to services to, and within, the 
Western Isles.’

‘Hugely disappointing’ 
South Uist community 

landowners Stòras Uibhist was 
unhappy the Mallaig-South Uist 
link had been sidelined.

Chief executive Huw Francis 
told The Oban Times: ‘It is 
hugely disappointing that there 
is no mention of the Lochbois-
dale to Mallaig route. 

‘We [South Uist] are the poorest 
served community in the islands 
and we will be looking to review 
the full document when it comes 
out. We will continue to press 
for a Mallaig to Lochboisdale 
service.’

Feelings still strong for 
Lochboisdale to Mallaig

Robert MacMillan at Mallaig 
Harbour Authority echoed that 
view – and reckoned the link 
was worth pursuing.

He said: I still think some sort 
of trial could be set up to test 
the viability of the route. That 
would prove it one way or the 

getting a boat.’
Provost of Lochaber and Caol 

and Mallaig councillor Allan 
Henderson said: ‘I am extremely 
disappointed that the Mallaig- 
Lochboisdale link does not 
feature. 

‘The only comfort I can take 
from it is that this is only a 
draft review and when public 
annoyance and support becomes 
clear, the full revised review will 
include the link.’

Robert MacMillan of Mallaig Harbour Authority: wants a trial on 
the Mallaig-Lochboisdale link.

THE SCOTTISH Government 
was urged to include the Mal-
laig-Lochboisdale link in its 

William Chamber of Com-
merce’s Christmas fundraiser 
in the Moorings Hotel, Banavie, 
Fort William, last Thursday.

The gathering of 120 Loch-
aber business people heard guest 
speaker Charles Kennedy MP 
welcome the Scottish Govern-
ment’s decision to match the UK 
Coalition’s £50million invest-
ment in the Caledonian sleeper 
service.

But Provost of Lochaber Allan 
wondered why the same support 
could not be found to trial the 
Mallaig-Lochboisdale ferry 
service. He asked Mr Kennedy: 
‘Do you think you could per-
suade the British Government 
to come up with half the money 
in the hope that Alex [Salmond] 
will provide the other 50 per 
cent?’

Mr Kennedy replied: ‘We will 
need to get stuck in at a Highland 
level and get this revised. I am 
genuinely surprised by this one. 
I don’t know why the ferry has 

ointment.’

Fort William 
Chamber of 
Commerce hear 
Charles Kennedy 
on Ferry Review

Household survey shows 42 per cent of South Uist not 
satisfied with Oban as main port – but 52 per cent were

COMHAIRLE nan Eilean Siar 
transport spokesperson Council-
lor Donald Manford expressed 

Isles routes would be preserved.
He told The Oban Times: ‘In 

the run up to the review there 
were questions being asked in 
many quarters about whether 

Isles would be retained.
‘On top of that, we have had 

anyone has seen, which gave 
great concern about what the 

reaction is one of immense relief 

retained.  
‘I am pleased to see that Barra 

to Oban is seen as a primary 
route, which is entirely reason-
able, given that it only has one 
mainland route and that’s it.

‘It is also recognised that in 
wider terms the port seriously 
needs additional services in or-
der to allow a modern economy 
to exist and thrive and it is pleas-
ing that has been acknowledged.

‘There is no immediate solu-
tion offered to overcome that, 
although there are proposals on 
how that might be resolved in 
future.’

On the stalled Mallaig link, he 

Donald Manford.

‘Relief’ for island transport spokesman 
as five Western Isles routes are retained

THE REVIEW recommends Jura residents are 
given free ferry fares if travelling to the mainland 
via Islay but it also brands the passenger ferry 
service between Craighouse and Tayvallich as 
‘not cost effective’.

Reacting to the draft plan, Rob Darroch of Jura 
Development Trust said: ‘My initial feeling is one 
of disappointment for the Jura community. 

‘Clearly little consideration has been given to the 
passenger ferry service, since all the necessary in-
frastructure is already in place and this investment 
will be wasted if the ferry does not continue.

‘The proposal to offer Jura residents free travel 
to Port Askaig is almost insulting. Yes, this will 

save money each time one travels to the mainland, 
but does nothing to help the cost of living on Jura. 
Tradesmen and deliveries from Islay will still pay 
the exorbitant fare between Port Askaig and Islay 
so goods and services will still be much higher on 
Jura than on Islay.

‘In short, Transport Scotland have spent little 
time considering the real needs of Jura and have 
tried to hide it by tying Jura to Islay and by of-
fering a token to the Jura community which they 
hope will still the outrage this review is likely to 
engender. 

‘Jura wants, and needs, its own direct mainland 
ferry.’

‘To offer Jura residents free travel to Port Askaig 
is almost insulting’ - Rob Darroch, Jura Development Trust 

Isle of Jura to Tayvallich option 
viewed as ‘not cost effective’

THE DRAFT plan proposes 
an additional sailing day in the 
summer for Colonsay, a return 
sailing to the mainland at least 
one day a week and a commit-
ment to getting more sailing 
days during the winter if, and 
when, other vessels are made 
available.

These proposals will please 
islanders, but are almost too 
good to be true, said resident 
Angus MacPhee.

‘It sounds very good indeed, 
but that probably means we 
won’t get it,’ he said. 

‘I welcome a return sailing to 
the mainland, like we have had 
recently but it would need to be 
a week day so we can visit the 
bank, the lawyer and the dentist 
etc.’

Colonsay
changes - 
almost too 
good to be true

BARRA’S economy would 

plans for two extra winter sail-
ings become a reality.

Donald MacLean, managing 

Barratlantic, has urged the Scot-
tish Government to implement 
the recommendation as soon as 

possible, although the plan states 
that any alteration won’t happen 
at least until the new Clyde 
and Hebridean Ferry Services 
contract in 2013.

He said: ‘The increase in sail-
ings should have happened long 
ago, but it would make a huge 
difference to the economy of the 

island and would certainly be a 
huge boost to us.

‘I think it is something they 
should do immediately though. 
If it’s in place by next winter, 
even just taking it from three 
sailings to four - preferably a 
Saturday sailing - that would be 
a massive help.’

Extra Isle of Barra sailings - ‘a significant boost’ to business

MUILEACHS were pleased 
with the proposal to run a two-
ferry shuttle between Oban and 
Craignure earlier and later in 
the day, however the suggestion 
that the Tobermory to Kilchoan 
service would be passenger only 
raised concerns on both sides of 
the crossing.

Mull-based councillor Mary 
Jean Devon said: ‘Early ferries 
from Craignure and late boats 

from Oban have been on the 
wish list for many years.

‘However the Kilchoan to To-
bermory crossing changes have 
raised concerns from people on 
the Ardnamurchan side, who 
feel a passenger-only service 
will isolate them.

‘We have three months to put 
our comments in, so hopefully 
we will reach an agreement that 
suits everyone.’

Pluses and minuses for Isle of Mull

LOCHABER councillors have 
expressed their dismay at pro-
posals for local links in the gov-
ernment’s draft plan for Scottish 

Highland Council leader 
Michael Foxley and Provost 
of Lochaber Allan Henderson 
claim the changes will diminish 
services and undermine the 
sustainability of remote com-
munities.

Both expected the ferries 

Lochaber councillors fear for small local services
review would recommend sevice 
improvements – not a reduction 
– and are disappointed a new 
daily return service between 
Mallaig and Lochboisdale has 
not been supported by the Scot-
tish Government. 

Deadline for responses to the 
consultation is March 30 and 
they are urging West Highland 
communities to make their 
views known.

Councillor Foxley said: ‘Ferry 

services are important to the 
islands they serve but they are 
also vital to the economy of the 
mainland ports such as Mallaig. 
We want this additional ferry 
service which will be good for 
the West Highlands and Islands 
and which will not disadvantage 
Oban or Barra.’

Highland Council leader 
Michael Foxley claims changes 

will diminish services and 
undermine communities.

Proposals include additional ferry sailings for some, investment in new vessels for others and safeguarding lifeline services for all - now out for consultation until March 30 2012.

Provost Henderson said the 
link has been ignored ‘on 

He said: ‘The sustainability of 
the communities in South Uist 
is being adversely affected by 
their long distance ferry links to 
the mainland, something which 

can be sorted with a quick and 

Lochboisdale and Mallaig.’
He added: ‘I do not see anything 

innovative in retaining the status 
quo and therefore the whole ex-
ercise has been a complete waste 
of time and money.’

A question mark also hangs 
over existing subsidy for the 
Mallaig-Armadale link and the 
councillors say the local com-
munity would ‘strongly resist’ 
any cuts.

Councillor Foxley insisted the 
year-round vehicular ferry be-
tween Kilchoan and Tobermory 
must also be maintained. The 
Lochaline-Fishnish service, he 
said, should be retained at the 
very least in its present form 
given its importance to the local 
tourism industry.

He also further questioned 
whether restricting a vehicular 
ferry service to the Small Isles 

favour on the islands.
He said: ‘I am concerned that 

too much emphasis is being 
placed on trimming costs at the 
expense of our communities. 
Ferry services must become 
cheaper and more frequent if this 
Scottish Government is serious 
about maintaining rural and is-
land communities. The response 
from these communities will be 
loud and strong.’

said: ‘It is disappointing that the 

to introduce that service.
‘Nevertheless, the desire of 

the community for the service is 
appreciated within the document 
and I would certainly wish it to 
be considered as soon as eco-
nomic circumstances permit.’

Asked on the apparent division 
of opinion on South Uist over 
Oban as the island’s mainland 

surprising. There were many 
people across the community 
that indicated to me that they 

Oban connection and the very 
well organised campaign for a 
Mallaig service probably over-
shadowed that.’ 
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Taynuilt residents investigate possible buyout of village hotel Six bids lodged 
for Kerrera-based 
marina business

More comments on 
rural deliveries 

Young Zoe 
wins ACHA card 
competition

Lorn to lead 
in carbon 
capture plan
Ardmucknish Bay at centre of 

world-first technical project

Amanda MacPhail is thanked by children from Soroba Young Families Group for her donation of £1,000 to the nursery. 16_t51young01

Funding plea strikes the right note

Appin and Lochgilphead gain from LEADER

Scotland’s waters 
are most likely to 
experience CCS 
schemes.
Dr Henrik Stahl

OBAN Marina’s fate should 
be settled early next year after 
six bids were lodged for the 
business.

The Kerrera-based operation 
went on the open market via 
Graham and Sibbald in Novem-
ber after its parent company 
went into administration.

Such is the success of the 
business that interest has been 
high.

A spokesperson for BDO 
Administrators said: ‘We are 
considering the offers received 
and we remain hopeful a sale 
can be concluded in the new 
year.’

YOUNG Oban girl Zoe 
MacDonald won pride of place 
on many a mantelpiece this year 
after winning Argyll Com-
munity Housing Association’s 
(ACHA) Christmas Card 
competition.

The four-year-old’s endearing 
depiction of Santa and his 
red nosed reindeer was the 
unanimous winner.  

However, ACHA’s Lorn Area 
Committee had an immensely 

from Soroba Young Families, 
First Steps and Smarties 
nurseries

Zoe, who attends Soroba 
Young Families Nursery, took 
home the winners cup and 
a copy of her own designed 
Christmas card, presented 
by ACHA’s chief executive 
Alastair MacGregor.

THE FUNDING plight of Soroba 
Young Families Group, recently 
highlighted by The Oban Times,
didn’t go unnoticed by mother 
and businesswoman Amanda 
MacPhail.

‘A complete surprise’ 
Amanda, who runs the Argyll-

shire Gathering Halls and the 
Ryan MacPhail Memorial Fund, 
hosted the nursery’s Christmas 
party last Tuesday.

Although Santa Claus was 
there to hand out gifts to all the 

children, Amanda had her own 
surprise for nursery manager 
Janice Kay when she handed 
over a £1,000 cheque from the 
memorial fund.

And there was further good 
news for the Soroba group 
when Liza Bourne contacted the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls to 
pay for the hire of the venue for 
the party.

Earlier this month The Oban 
Times highlighted the funding 
gap Soroba Young Families 

working extra hours for no wage 
and paying for materials with 
their own money. 

Janice said: ‘This donation was 
a complete surprise but it was 
great news for us.

‘There is so much we could do 
with this money; pay for part of 
our staff’s wages, cover the costs 
of snacks or add equipment for 
special needs children.

‘It is a fantastic gift this close 
to Christmas.’

Amanda, whose three children 
all went to Soroba Young Fami-
lies Group, said: ‘Reading about 
the group’s plight last week in 
the paper I thought about my 
three children and how much 
they got from it.

‘I have fond memories of the 
group. 

‘As a mother, it gives you 
company and freedom and the 
children have others to play 
with. 

‘It was a lifeline for us.’

APPIN Community Trust is one 
of the biggest winners from the 
latest tranche of LEADER fund-
ing, receiving more than £50,000 
to create a  much-needed car 
park for visitors and locals.

The community trust want to 
build the car park and cycle track 
access to take full advantage of 

the new paths network and draw 
more tourists into the area.

Engineering training
Meanwhile, Argyll College 

received £104,370 to develop an 
engineering training facility at 
Lochgilphead, while Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE) has 
been awarded £147,739 to help 

fund further community-led 
growth initiatives.

Argyll and Isles Tourism’s 
Strong Together initiative 
received £54,500, while the 
MacDougall of Dunollie Pres-
ervation Trust received £34,105 
of LEADER money for its pro-
gramme of event infrastructure.

week’s annoucement include 
Mull Museum, receiving 
£38,368 to pay for further work 
at Baliscate Chapel, Tobermory, 
and £22,500 to the Scottish Ag-
ricultural Organisation Society 
for its Kintyre pilot of the Argyll 
Farm Woodland Collaboration.

MORE than 1,500 people added 
their comments to a Citizens 
Advice Bureau (CAB) survey 
on rural deliveries, days after it 
appeared in The Oban Times.

the number of responses the 
survey originally received 
before it was re-opened.

Since, parliamentary motions 
supporting the campaign for fair 
delivery charges for ‘remote’ 
areas have been lodged at the 
House of Commons and Scot-
tish Parliament. It has received 
cross party backing.

The survey will run until 
January 19.  Visit www.survey-
monkey.com/s/FreeDelivery.

Ardmucknish Bay could deter-
mine the future and safety of 
Carbon Capture Storage (CCS) 
schemes.

Details of the research were de-
livered to locals during a public 
meeting at Benderloch’s Victory 
Hall last week and while feel-
ings were mixed about why the 
picturesque bay was being used, 
there was broad acceptance that 
the data it would generate would 
be useful.

It was also agreed that a 
member of the community could 

advisory panel for the duration 
of the experiment.

Hosting the presentation, 

from the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) said 
between 80-800kilos of carbon 
dioxide would be pumped into 
the sediment bed of the bay 
for each of the experiment’s 30 
days, directly comparable with 
the amount of carbon created 
by 80-800 people exhaling each 
day.

Carbon would be pumped from 
a permanently manned container 
360metres away at Tralee Bay’s 
slipway, and the experiment will 
give scientists a chance to test 
highly sensitive carbon-leak de-

tection equipment. Low-impact 
work to drill a borehole will start 
in March, with pumping due to 
take place across May.

Marine scientists will then 
spend a minimum of 90 days 
observing how quickly the 
environment recovers.

It was anticipated that effects 
would only be seen in a 100m 

would move away - although 
not thought to be permanently 
- immobile species would likely 
be affected by the anticipated 

This, however, would also be 
minimal, with the Ph of the 
water likely to drop from about 
8.1 to 6.5.

Dr Stahl said: ‘So why here? 
First of all, Scotland’s waters 
are most likely to experience 
CCS schemes. It’s also quite a 
sheltered area and that increases 

We also have a good baseline for 
the area; we’ve been studying 
the bay for the past 14 years at 
SAMS.

‘We’re not here to advocate 
or oppose CSS. Our role is to 
provide information and help 
governments prepare  risk mini-
misation policies.’

out in collaboration with global 
research partners, particularly 
from Japan who are keen to test 
detection equipment.

be carried out in the North Sea, 
Dr Stahl said it was impractical, 
not only on a cost or logistical 
basis, but the exposure of most 
sites would mean far more car-
bon would have to be pumped 
into the sea bed to account for 
tidal disturbance.

Fishermen said they had 
not been contacted about the 
proposal, however Dr Stahl 
said efforts were continuing to 
contact everyone who may be 
affected.

Dr Laurence Mee, director 
of SAMS, said: ‘If an area half 
the size of this village hall gives 
information that tips the balance 
either way on whether or not 
CCS is safe and useful then 
we’ve been of great service to 
the community.’

RESIDENTS of Taynuilt have 
decided to raise the necessary 
capital funds to buy the Taynuilt 
Hotel if a purchaser is not 
found. 

A community meeting was 
held in the hotel last Thursday, 

during which it was decided 
to investigate the options for a 
community buyout.

Renate Powell and Natalia 
Lewis, who convened the com-
munity meeting, reported after-
wards: ‘The meeting was very 

constructive, with all attendees 
keen to avoid closure of the hotel 
as it is an important element of 
our community.

‘It is proposed to raise the 
necessary capital to purchase the 
hotel through a co-operative or 

Community Interest Company.
‘Such structures have been 

used for community buy outs 
elsewhere and typically have a 
structure whereby members can 
buy between £250 and £20,000 
worth of shares, with the poten-

tial to receive a dividend on their 
investment.’

A questionnaire will be 
circulated around the village 
to ensure that all residents are 
aware of, and can comment on, 
the proposed business plan.

Further information will be 
available in the Robin’s Nest Tea 
Room in Taynuilt or via a read-
ing pack that can be received by 
emailing taynuilthotel@gmail.
com. A further meeting has been 
arranged for Thursday February 

2 at 7.30pm in the Taynuilt 
Hotel.

All those with an interest in 
maintaining the hotel as a go-
ing concern for the good of the 
community are encouraged to 
attend. 
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Friday >   Last clubnight of the year 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House with DJ Symondon

10pm till 2am £5 entry
Saturday > Hogmanay Ceilidh with Skipinnish 
Skipinnish Ceilidh House 9pm till 2am

tickets £12 from www.ticketsoup.com
Or call 01397 705 666

Do you have an event or live music on?
Do you want your advert to be read by 

12,586 weekly readers?
Call Fiona on 01631 568000 for more information

Source Jicreg data as at 01/01/2011

Lorn Lines
OBAN Photographic Club completed the 2011 season with 
a light-hearted meeting in the Regent Hotel on Monday 
December 18.  

The trophy up for grabs was the Dougie McIntyre Trophy 
for ‘Subtle Humour’. The entries were judged by the mem-
bers themselves and the result was another win for Stephen 
Lawson with Maurice Wilkins, George Chalmers and Alex 
Clark as runners up. 

Secretary Katy Weir brought along some homemade mince 
pies, which rapidly disappeared!

The 2012 season starts on January 9 with David McLellan’s 
presentation ‘West Highland Highway’.

Castlebay nursery proposals to go to consultation
CONTROVERSIAL plans to move 
Barra’s pre-school education provision 
from an award-winning community run 
nursery into Castlebay Primary School 
will go to consultation.

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar’s  (CnES) 
education committee has decided to 
go against popular opinion on the 
island and further investigate plans to 

school, prompting concern from locals 
that the move – which would cost the 
council £62,000 - is a fait accompli.

They have further accused the local 

authority of being ‘short-sighted,’ par-
ticularly given the growth in numbers 
at the centre.

Explaining the decision, CnES leader 
Angus Campbell said it was taken in line 
with proposals for pre-school provision 
elsewhere, where some groups said they 
were struggling with the administrative 
aspects. ‘We will listen to what people 
have to say,’ Mr Campbell said. ‘We are 
very aware though that we have rooms 

‘We do want to talk to people about 
it. There’s no harm in doing that and 

nothing is off the table at the moment.’
Mr Campbell did acknowledge that 

taking pre-school nursery provision 
into Castlebay School would invoke an 
additional cost to the council. We have 
to judge what that cost will be though.’

Abigail Treffry is one of the directors 
of Barra Children’s Centre, which only 
last month received a £5,000 grant for 
refurbishments to the building from the 
P and G Champions Mums Foundation.

She said: ‘We’re saddened and 
frustrated that CnES has decided to 
go to consultation on the proposed 

relocation of pre-school provision. The 
move requires a capital investment of 
£62,000 and will effectively reduce the 
quality of what is on offer to service 
users in terms of loss of purpose-built 
toilet facilities, outdoor play areas and 
sensory garden and ease of access to 
the provision.’

Mrs Treffry further questioned CnES’ 

are being manipulated to make its case.
She said: ‘Statistics on parental opin-

ion that are being used in support of the 
move relate to a childcare partnership 

replies. 
‘This is despite CnES having been 

informed of a unanimous vote in favour 
of keeping pre-school provision where 
it is by 31 parents at Barra Children’s 
Centre’s EGM on August 22. 

‘This selective presentation of the facts 
raises concerns about how the views 
of service users will be represented 
throughout the consultation process.’

Locals will be consulted on the move 
between January 12 and February 24 
next year.

A SPARKLING and joyous Christmas dinner party was organ-
ised on Monday evening for 110 senior citizens in Oban.

The evening, funded by Crerar Hotel Trust and the Rotary 
Club of Oban, was held in the Oban Bay Hotel, which provided 
outstanding service and an exceptional meal.

Councillor and evening entertainer Neil MacKay was ac-
companied by Michael Garvin on accordion and Tom Adams on 
keyboard as they played a few seasonal tunes.

Club president Chrissie Muir thanked the Reverend Dugald 
Cameron for his comforting words and to The Crerar Hotel Trust 
and Oban Rotary Club for making the event possible.

by Oban Rotary Club members, whilst Santa Claus, who is known 
for the other 11 months of the year as Phillip White, created a big 
buzz handing out prizes and good humour.

Councillor Neil Mackay receives his present from Santa Claus.

Calum MacPhee, extreme left, and Josh Aitken, extreme 
right, of MacQueens, deliver the chairs last Friday morning. 

Eager to try them out are, back first from left, Mary Ferguson, 
Gilbert Muir of Olds, scheme assistant Julie Cameron, Lynn 

Court assistant manager Cheryl Campbell, and Olds president 
Chrissy Muir. Sitting are Betty MacEwan, left, and Christy 

MacDonald. 15_t51chairs1

LYNN Court, Oban, received £500 of new chairs from Mac-
Queen Brothers’ Charitable Trust on Friday – just in time 
for its annual Christmas ceilidh.

The chairs received a warm reception from the home, with 
the Oban and Lorn District Seniors Club (Olds), saying they 
will come in handy not just for the festive treat, but for the 
Olds’ monthly ceilidhs.

Olds president Chrissy Muir said: ‘We are very grateful to 
get the chairs.  The old chairs had started to fall apart and 
had no padding so it’s very much appreciated.’

Caledonian
sleeper train 
service saved
Cross-border rail service needs 

to be more innovative says MP

There can be no 
excuse for failing 
to sell the sleeper 
harder than ever 
before.
MP Charles Kennedy

THE FUTURE of the Cal-
edonian sleeper appears secure 
after the Scottish Government 
announced a £50million-plus 
investment in cross-border rail 
service.

Scottish Ministers have put 
the funding forward to see 
the services operate with a 
number of improvements.
The cash total surpasses 
the recent offer made by the 
Treasury of £50million for 
the service, if it could be 
matched north of the Border.
Minister for Housing and Trans-
port Keith Brown said ‘it was 
always our intention’ to ensure a 
continuing and improving serv-
ice for passengers beyond 2014.
He said: ‘I now await the deci-
sion of the Treasury on whether 
it will stick to its promise and 
make the funding available to 
maximise the improvements to 
the service.’

Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP 
Charles Kennedy told guests 
at Fort William Chamber of 
Commerce’s Christmas lunch 
at Banavie, last Thursday: ‘This 
is excellent news, but now it’s 
time to ensure that this once in 
a lifetime windfall is put to good 
use. 

‘We must re-open the debate 
on how the sleeper can best be 
used, including on motorail. The 
infrastructure is still present 
from before privatisation and 
similar services are in common 
use on the continent. Innovative 
uses for the sleepers can bring 
them to the forefront of railways 

in the UK and Europe. He added: 
‘It’s crucial that the renewal of 
the rolling stock takes into ac-
count the needs of the disabled, 
the elderly and parents, who 
aren’t well catered for at present. 
The sleepers should be available 
for everyone who wants to use 
them.

‘A bold and sustained re-
launch, particularly in London 
and the South East of England, 
would represent a huge oppor-
tunity for the sleepers and the 
Highland economy. It’s essential 
that the marketing and ticketing 
services are revamped and that 
deals on fares are matched by a 
high quality online experience. 
Now that the service is secure 
for the foreseeable future, there 
can be no excuse for failing to 
sell the sleeper harder than ever 
before.’

Skye, Lochaber and Badenoch 
MSP Dave Thompson said: ‘This 
is wonderful news and lays to 
rest more scaremongering from 
opposition parties. Now it is up 
to Westminster to put its money 
where its mouth is.’

The sleeper service takes 
passengers overnight from Mal-
laig-Fort William, Inverness and 
Aberdeen to London Euston. 

Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP 
Charles Kennedy says the 

sleeper service now needs 
innovation.

AN ARISAIG woman is due 
to stand trial at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on February 27 
accused of falsely claiming 

Margaret Harrison, of 17 
Cannon Gillies Place, pled not 
guilty to giving false statements 
to the Pension Service claiming 

support, despite having savings, 

She is accused of falsely obtain-
ing £4,083.12 in pension credits.

The 69-year old also denies 
telling Highland Council she 
paid rent to a private landlord 
when her daughter owned her 
home, meaning she claimed 

council tax deductions which 
she was not entitled to.

Arisaig
woman on 

charge
MEMBERS and helpers at Oban’s HOPE kitchen tucked into 
turkey and all the trimmings on Christmas Day – thanks to the 
generosity of the Salvation Army, local businesses, church groups 
and individuals who support HOPE. 

gifts much to the delight of helper Christine Carmichael who 
joined in the fun.

HOPE which stands for Help Our People Eat was started around 
two years ago to provide fellowship and food for anyone who 
was homeless, living in temporary accommodation, struggling 

feeling lonely or isolated and in need of companionship.
HOPE normally provides a drop-in Mondays 2-8pm and Fridays 

between 2- 4pm with soup and a main meal served on Wednesday 
and Saturday from 7pm in the Stevenson Street hall. Anyone who 
has a meal is asked to contribute £1 for their dinner but no-one is 
ever turned away hungry. 

Earlier this year Argyll and Bute Council recognised the work 
that HOPE is doing and now fund soup and rolls for Monday’s 
‘Davy’s Night’ -  named after founding member Davy Livingston 
who died earlier this year. This allows HOPE to provide essential 
meals three days a week.

Founding member and committee treasurer Jessie MacDonald 
said: ‘I’d really like to thank all the organisations and people from 
Oban and the surrounding area that have helped HOPE this past 

and generous discounts and the giving of their time has been so 
essential to HOPE especially in these hard economic times with 

as basic as food.’ 
She added:  ‘Although we are a Christian led group, I want to 

emphasise that everyone is welcome at HOPE. Whatever their 
beliefs our aim is to offer friendship and food.’

Christine Carmichael and friend Kerry, who help out every 
week, described the Christmas dinner as: ‘very good’. 

HOPE Kitchen will be open this weekend with a special  New 
Year’s day dinner of steak pie and a warm welcome is guaranteed 
for anyone who drops in.

HOPE helper Christine Carmichael receives a gift from Santa 
during his visit to HOPE Kitchen’s Christmas dinner.

CAOL Community Centre (CCC) 

party for six years recently, with 
around 120 youngsters enjoying 
the afternoon festivities.

The youngsters, from P1-5, 
enjoyed party games, a disco 
from Adam Ramsey and each 
got a selection box from Santa 
Claus.

CCC steering group press 
secretary George Kerr told The 
Oban Times he hoped the event 
would show the centre is for the 
entire community. 

He said: ‘I think people are no 
longer seeing it as just the lunch 

club for the old folk. They’re 
seeing it as a centre for the com-
munity. I think having so many 
there shows a bit of support for 
the centre from the community.

‘Big thanks go to the steering 
group and to all the parents who 
brought their children along.’

Meanwhile, the steering group 
has voted in favour of Fay 
Houghton remaining as fran-
chise holder and for Lochaber 
Action on Disability to continue 
providing the lunch club for the 
centre. Highland Council will 
hand the centre over to com-
munity control from April 1.

Caol centre back in the party spirit

BRITISH TELECOM (BT) has 
announced this week that around 
32,200 homes and businesses in 
the Highlands and Islands will 
have access to faster broadband 
by next summer.

Areas scheduled to see an 
improvement include Fort 
William and Oban and 45 other 
Scottish communities as BT plan 
its next generation broadband 
service delivered over copper 
lines.

BT says its investment will 
make available broadband speeds 
of up to 20 megabits per second 
(Mbps) – more than double the 
maximum speeds previously 
available to the majority of UK 

homes and businesses. Brendan 
Dick, director BT Scotland, said: 
‘BT’s roll-out of faster broadband 
across Scotland is gathering pace. 
Earlier this month we announced 
plans which will make super-

available to 695,500 homes and 
businesses by the end of next 

a further major investment in 
faster broadband speeds over 
copper lines. Nobody is doing 
more than BT to roll-out faster 
broadband across Scotland. At 
a time of economic uncertainty 
these major improvements will 
provide a big boost for Highlands 
and Islands businesses and offer 

many additional educational and 
entertainment opportunities in 
those eight communities.

‘And we want to go further. 
We want to work with the 

bringing faster broadband to 
areas which are geographically 
and commercially more 
challenging.’ 

Councillor Ian Ross, chairman 
of The Highland Council’s 
Planning Environment and 
Development Committee, 
said: ‘The announcement by 

upgrades in the Highlands is a 
welcome boost to business and 
community broadband use.’

BT commit to better 
broadband in Highlands
Welcome boost to business and communities

A GROUP of enthusiastic carol singers tramped around a very 
wet Taynuilt village last Wednesday and raised £130 for Yorkhill 
Children’s Hospice.

Organiser Davy Paterson thanked all those who gave donations 
and the staff at Taynuilt Hotel, who provided mince pies and 
mulled wine for the choristers at the end of the evening.

Send your local news to editor@obantimes.co.uk

Taynuilt Nursery recently performed its nativity, The Christmas Three, in the school hall in front of a 
large audience of parents who enjoyed mulled wine and mince pies during the performance.

Children from Taynuilt Primary School held their nativity play last Thursday.

Taynuilt youngsters perform 
nativity plays to full houses

buyers in Scotland has fallen to its 
lowest level for 35 years, according to 
a new report.

The Bank of Scotland estimate that 
-

ers this year - the lowest annual total 

lower than last year and less than half 
the recent peak of 39,100 in 2006. 

However, the bank’s review also 
suggests that homes in more than 
three-quarters of towns and cities 

in November. The average house price 
paid was affordable for someone on 
average earnings in 77 per cent of all 
local authority areas in Scotland. This 
compared with just 31 per cent at the 
peak of the housing market in 2007.

Bank of Scotland said much of the 

could be explained by the need to put 
down a bigger deposit. The average 

was £22,396. As a proportion of 
the purchase price, the average has 
increased from 10 per cent in 2007 to 
21 per cent in 2011.

South Ayrshire was Scotland, and 
the UK’s, most affordable area for a 

-
shire and North Ayrshire. Overall, 
Scotland was the sixth most affordable 
UK region, while London was the only 
region with no affordable areas. 

in Scotland was 29 years old, in line 
with the UK average.

Bank of Scotland housing economist 
Nitesh Patel said: ‘Housing afford-
ability for those looking to get onto 

years, largely as a consequence of the 
decline in house prices since 2007. 

‘As a result, more than three-quarters 
of towns and cities across Scotland are 

-
pared with less than one-third at the 
peak of the housing market in 2007. 

‘Seven of the ten most affordable 

UK are in Scotland.
She added: ‘Nevertheless, condi-

remain tough, as highlighted by the 
low numbers of people buying their 

necessary deposit and concerns over 
the economic climate are preventing 
many from entering the market.’

Bank report highlights 
fall in first-time buyers
Average deposit rises from 10 per cent 

to 21 per cent - or £22,396 - in 2011
WESTERN Ferries has 
appointed Highland Galvanizers 
and Colour Coaters to stop rust 
playing havoc with ferry seats 
on its Dunoon and Gourock 
services.

The Colourgalv treatment will 
ensure seats on the Sound of 
Shuna and Sound of Scarba stay 
corrosion free and retain their 
colour for up to 25 years.

The steel seats have been 
unprotected until now and, at 
more than 10 years old, have 
had to be frequently repainted 
because of the corrosive marine 
environment they work in every 
day. Roger Beecroft, technical 
manager at Western Ferries, 
said: ‘We decided to upgrade 
the passenger lounges on the 
ferries after water damage left 
the seating areas damp and 
rusty.’

Clyde ferry 
company brings 
in anti-rust 
specialists

Dinghy recovered 
from Mull beach
ROSS of Mull Coastguard 
Rescue Team was called out 
on Boxing Day to assist in the 
recovery of a dinghy from a 
beach near Fionnphort. The 
dinghy had slipped its mooring 
in bad weather the night before.

Jack remains top boy’s name in 2011
NEW data released by National Records of Scotland shows Jack 
remains top boys’ name with Lewis in second place - both for a 
fourth consecutive year.

For the seventh year in a row, Sophie is the most popular 
girls’ name with Lily climbing seven places to second, however, 
Alexander, Isla and Katie were the most popular baby names in the 
Western Isles this year. 

Five baby boys were named Alexander while four girls were 
named Isla and four Katie. 
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A FORT William man who stole 
£27,900 from his then-partner’s 
bank account has narrowly 
avoided jail.

Gavin MacKinnon, of 72 Blar 
Mhor Road, pled guilty to tak-
ing the cash from various bank 
machines in Lochaber between 
October 21, 2009 and March 
6, 2010. The 26-year-old also 
admitted stealing the woman’s 

bank card and PIN between 
October 21, 2009 and November 
13, 2009.

Missing money
The pair had an informal 

agreement for MacKinnon to 
pay back the money by taking 
on household debts and giving 
regular cash payments. They 
split up earlier this year, leaving 
an outstanding debt of £13,500. 

Fiscal Alison Wylie said the 
woman only noticed the money 
was missing when she tried 
to put a down payment on a 
house.

Sheriff Douglas Small ordered 
MacKinnon to carry out 240 
hours community service and 
repay the remaining money. 
He said: ‘I decided against a 
custodial sentence because of 

the background details of this 
case. You have a job, children to 
support and debts to pay.’ 

MacKinnon also pled guilty 
to behaving in a threatening and 
abusive manner by shouting 
and acting aggressively at the 
woman’s house on December 
20. Sentencing was deferred 
for three months for good 
behaviour.

Fort man took £27,900 from partner’s bank

Kinlochleven’s Ice Factor invests in UK’s longest indoor ski slope

WEST ARDNAMURCHAN 

a blueprint for Scotland’s ferry 
services for 2013-2019 proposed 
reducing the Kilchoan-Tober-
mory link to a passenger only 
service.

If implemented, the recom-
mendation, outlined in the Scot-
tish Ferries Review published 
last week, would leave Lochaline 
as Ardamurchan’s only vehicle 
ferry link to Mull.

Furious Kilchoan residents 
say local tradesmen going to 
jobs Mull would face a 50-mile 
drive to the Lochaline-Fishnish 
ferry, then a further 20 mile-road 

miles from Kilchoan by sea.
The remote Lochaber peninsu-

la’s tourism industry would also 
be badly hit, say locals. 

West Ardnamurchan Commu-
nity Council (WACC) chair-per-
son Rosie Curtis described the 
draft ferry plan as ‘devastating 
news’.

She told The Oban Times:
‘We are going to have to mount 
a campaign to save it – but we 
have been here before.

‘There are local businesses in 
Kilchoan who use the ferry to go 
across to Tobermory – what are 
they going to do? I know of one 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Rosie Curtis: new battle

farms on Mull – how can he get 
to jobs?

see the ferry as a big issue to the 
area and the impact of this will 
be massive.

‘They say there’s only 5,000 
cars per annum, but that’s be-

cause of the prices they charge.  
Bed and breakfasts here use the 
ferry link as a big promotional 
tool for visitors and the amount 
of trade they could lose is im-
mense. About 80 per cent of 
business that comes into West 
Ardnamurchan is tourism.’

and are preparing a joint com-
munity response to put before 
the government.’

The review states: ‘This 
service does not currently 
carry substantial numbers of 
passengers, certainly compared 
to comparable routes on the 
network. Although it is clearly a 
secondary service in patronage 
terms, it is also an important 
service for the local population, 
in particular people travelling 
from Ardnamurchan.

‘The very low vehicle patron-
age on the route makes the con-
tinued use of a vehicle-carrying 

while a passenger vessel will 
allow existing needs to be met. 
The community is asked for 
their views on these proposals.’

WACC is already battling to 
keep its district nurse-based 
out-of-hours emergency cover, 
which NHS Highland says is 
unsustainable.

New battle 
for Kilchoan 
ferry  link
Ferry Review proposal to 
withdraw car ferry to Mull

GLENELG Primary pupils 
entertained friends, familes and 
school staff at their Christmas 
concert last Tuesday.

Children from classes 5-7 
performed a play ‘Trapped in 
School for Christmas’ written 
by Glenelg classroom assistant, 
Mrs Moira Lane.

The story, about children 

trapped in school by a heavy 
snowfall and in danger of miss-
ing Christmas, saw plenty of 
laughs at the P7 boys dressed up 
as ‘The Mammies’ – and very 
glamorous they were too!

Alternative nativity 
But with help from Santa’s 

Elf, Prancer, Snow Fairies and 
the children’s ‘Daddies’ digging 

them out they all made it home 
in time for Christmas.

In the second part of the 
evening the classes 1-4 
performed ‘Nativity Rock’, 
an alternative version of the 
Nativity where the younger 
children showed their budding 
acting skills and brought a tear 
to parents eyes.

from additional light and sound, 

year. This equipment was 
purchased for community use 
by proceeds from the Glenelg 
Music Festival.

The evening was rounded off 
with refreshment provided by 
parents and the parent council.

P1-4 Glenelg pupils performed ‘Nativity Rock’ in school last week

Nativity Rock as Glenelg goes alternative

THE ICE Factor Mountaineer-
ing Centre at Kinlochleven, 
the home of the world’s largest 
indoor ice climbing wall, has 
purchased SNO!zone, Britain’s 
longest indoor ski slope at Xs-
cape, Braehead, near Glasgow. 

The new owners plan to make 

facility, which initially cost £32 
million.

Upgrading 
Jamie Smith, a well known 

west coast climber and group 

managing director of Ice Fac-
tor International said: ‘We are 
absolutely delighted to make 
this important acquisition and 
are excited at the opportunity 
to improve the experience for 
existing and new customers. 

‘Among our plans is the crea-
tion of an indoor ice climbing 
wall and the upgrading of the 
existing facilities and to embed 
its position as the sixth ski 
resort in Scotland.’

Ian Sykes, Ice Factor Group 

chairman and one of the 
original founders of Nevisport 
and the Nevis Range ski area, 
welcomed the move.

He said: ‘This is a great op-
portunity for Scottish skiing. 
Snozone has already created 

147,000 new skiers and snow-
boarders. 

‘Within the next few years it 
is our intention to open a new 
ice climbing centre in Inver-
ness and plans are already in 
an advanced state for a similar 

facility at Burlington, Vermont 
in the USA.’ 

Work has already started at 
Braehead where there will be 
only small changes until after 
the end of the current ski 
season.

Ullapool harbour 
death man named

Christmas Eve 
shoppers left in 
the dark in Fort

Historical society’s 
first meeting

POLICE have named the 

Ullapool Harbour as Philip 
Anthony Toland, aged 34, from 
Co. Donegal.

Mr Toland’s body was 
recovered by the Grampian 
Police dive team early on Box-
ing Day morning after extensive 
searches by police, coastguard 
and an RNLI lifeboat.

Concerns for Mr Toland were 
raised late on Christmas Day. 
He had last been seen near the 
pier on early on Christmas Eve 
morning.

LOCHABER Historical 

will feature a talk by Richard 
Sidgwick on ‘Land Ownership 
in Lochaber 1746-2012’. 

Mr Sidgwick has a working 
lifetime’s knowledge of Lochab-
er’s estates and has undertaken 
much original research. 

Society chairman Chris 
Robinson said: ‘The presenta-
tion will give fresh insights and 
offer much new information 
about the area and should not be 
missed by any enquiring mind.’

The meeting will be held 
downstairs in the dining room 
at the Alexandra Hotel, Fort 
William on Thursday, January 5 
at 8pm. All welcome. 

LAST minute shoppers in Fort 
William were left in the dark 
for much of Christmas Eve 
after the town’s festive lights 
failed to come on until the late 
afternoon.

Heavy rain and strong winds 
left the retail area looking far 
from a winter wonderland, and 
the lack of Christmas cheer 
from the light display didn’t 
help according to DE Shoes 
manager Mike Brown.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
don’t think we were very well 
served by our Christmas lights 
this year.’

Councillor Brian Murphy 
said: ‘Its a bit disappointing. I 
think everyone enjoys seeing 
the lights, they give a wee 
Christmas feel to the place.’

The lights have normally been 
switched on around lunchtime 
during the run up to Christmas.

Radio nan Gàidheal 103.5 - 105FM 



6 NEWS Thursday 29 December, 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

Ladies Mobile 
Hairdressing

Within the Lochgilphead and 
Oban Areas

Please ring for an appointment.

Tel. 0797 985 7931

Festive Opening: 
26th to 8th January 2012
every day from 11am, 
food served from 6pm to 9pm.

Join our Hogmanay party – 
Brass Monkeys, midnight 

HOG ROAST. Free entry.
Cologin Country Chalets and Lodge - a haven in the hills

info@cologin.co.uk   www.cologin.co.uk
Telephone: 01631 564618, fax 01631 566925

With the festive period now in full swing, many of us will 
be looking forward to a few days off. For some, time off 
will be spent relaxing in front of the telly, while others 
may be faced with the much more stressful task of pre-
paring sumptuous Christmas dinners, or entertaining 
visiting relatives. 
For some businesses, however, things are very much 
business as usual, providing the rest of us with services 

visits out to see family and friends, or even for topping 
up on the essentials, be it an extra pint of milk or a 
spare load of bread. 

and New Year period will be one of the busiest on the 
calendar. Often establishments will have excellent en-
tertainment programmes and will offer delicious meal 
choices, and offer additional festive options.

may be a little bit frightful, remember there are still busi-
nesses on the go, on the go, on the go, on the go.

Halfway House Filling Station
Dunbeg, 01631 570300

Open until 11pm 
on New Year’s Eve
12 - 4pm New Year’s Day
9am - 7pm January 2nd
Open from 7am on January 3rd
normal trade resumes

WEST COAST BUILDERS
Maintenance & Repair

STORM DAMAGE – INSURANCE QUOTES
• Extensions   • Renovations   • All Types of Building Work 

• Digger / Cherrypicker   • Drainage / Waterpipes

Telephone
Alan                   24                Brian

01631 710334              Hour            01631 710851
07796390411              Call              07730654693

Business
as usual

OT

FORESTRY Commission 
Scotland has expressed its 
condolences following the 
death of forestry worker John 
MacKinnon in an accident in 
woodland off the A87 between 
Kyleakin and Broadford on 
Skye last Thursday.

Mr MacKinnon, aged 65, from 
Crossal, Sligachan, died after 
the forestry harvester he was 
operating came into contact 
with an overhead powerline 
around 1.30pm. The vehicle was 
badly damaged in the resulting 

Power was switched off to 
allow emergency services 
access to the scene, disrupting 
supplies across Skye and the 
Western Isles for a short time.

An FCS spokesman told The 
Oban Times: ‘Our deepest 
sympathies are with Mr 
MacKinnon’s family, friends 
and colleagues at this very 

‘The incident took place 
at Kyle Farm which is on 
the national forest estate. 
Emergency services and FCS 
staff attended the scene shortly 
after the accident. 

‘Police and Health and Safety 
Executive are continuing to 
explore the circumstances 
around the fatality. FCS will 
assist in those enquiries.’ 

A report will be submitted to 
the Procurator Fiscal.

John MacKinnon: died in 
harvesting machine.

Commission
extends
sympathies
to family

A BALLACHULISH woman 
is determined to make 2012 
a ‘breakthrough year’ in her 
recovery from the devastating 
brain haemorrhage which almost 
killed her.

Surgeons at the Southern 
General Hospital in Glasgow 
gave Sheila MacInnes only a 25 
per cent chance of survival when 
she arrived by air ambulance 
from the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William with severe bleeding on 
the brain.

During emergency surgery 
Sheila, aged only 44, suffered 
a larger bleed, and the resulting 
stroke plunged her into a world 
of darkness.

Until then, she was a popular 
manager at Key Housing in Fort 
William, which runs supported 
accommodation for people with 

But unknown to Coatbridge-
born Sheila, she was carrying a 
brain aneurism – a weakness in 
a blood vessel. 

On October 17, 2009, it 
ruptured without warning as 
she and husband Angus boarded 
their motor sailing boat at 
Glencoe. 

‘Sheila said she had a terrible 
headache and said she felt she 
was dying,’ Angus, 46, told The 
Oban Times.

‘I said ‘Sheila, for God’s sake!’ 
then her eyes rolled back and that 
was that. Paul Mills [of Glencoe 
Boat Club] kept her talking and 
the ambulance came to take her 
to the Belford. 

They took a lumbar puncture 

she was taken to the Southern 

United in hope: Sheila, third right, has had huge support from husband Angus, centre, and her family during her recovery. 20_f52sheila01

General by air ambulance.
 ‘After the tests, Sheila actually 

walked out to tell us she was 
going for keyhole surgery to put 
a stent in to stop the weakness 
getting worse.’

Speaking clearly though 
hesitantly, Sheila said: ‘I 
remember Paul talking to me 
– then nothing after that. I don’t 
remember the Belford, I don’t 
remember the helicopter and I 
don’t remember talking about 
the surgery.’

Angus said: ‘During the 
operation, Sheila had a second 
massive bleed and they had to 
open her head up. We did not 
know whether she would live 
or not. The surgeon, Dr Sutner, 
asked me to imagine the size of 
the room, then pointed to a tiny 
box up in the corner.

‘That’s where people that have 
survived this are - and that’s 
where Sheila is,’ he said. ‘I want 

the doubt.’

Pressure on Sheila’s brain built 
up and lumbar punctures were 

Then surgeons told Angus if his 
wife was to have any chance a 

from her brain to her stomach.
The procedure worked and 

slowly Sheila’s understanding, 
speech and mobility returned, 
aided by intensive therapy. After 
two months in the  rehabilitation 

‘It was brilliant,’ Sheila said. ‘I 
said to my physio Karen ‘Oh my 
God, I can walk!’ 

‘They told me to keep going 
and I took more steps. Angus 
was crying when he saw me on 
my feet.’

Six months after the 
haemorrhage, Sheila was back 
home in Ballachulish. Today, 
intensive physio, massage and 
speech therapy continue. Her 
left side is still weak, but she can 
walk fairly well with the aid of 
a stick.

Angus, originally from Eriskay 
and a deck crew rigger on a 
Triton gas collection tanker off 
Aberdeen, has supported Sheila 
throughout.

And at her Key leaving ‘do’ 
in Caol Community Centre two 
months ago, there wasn’t a dry 
eye in the house.

‘I got Sheila up to dance on 

cheering,’ said Angus. ‘It was 
like we were Posh and Becks!’

Asked what advice he would 
have for any other families faced 
with a similar crisis, he added 
simply: ‘Never give up, there’s 
always hope.’

Ballachulish woman back on her feet     
after life-threatening haemorrhage

During the 

operation, Sheila had 

a second massive 

bleed. We did not 

know whether she 

would live or not.        
Angus MacInnes.

2012: Sheila’s 
big year on 
long road    
to recovery

NHS HIGHLAND has hit 
back at criticism from west 
Ardnamurchan campaigners 
who labelled an advert for a new 
district nurse as ‘despicable’ and 
‘misleading’.

West Ardnamurchan 
Community Council (WACC) 
wants a replacement nurse for 
Jessie Colquhoun, who retires 
in February, to be based in 
Kilchoan. But the advert says 
the successful applicant would 
join only a west Lochaber 
team covering from Strontian 
to Mallaig, and would be 
‘encouraged to consider’ living 
in west Ardnamurchan. 

The nurse would also be part 
of a proposed ‘new and exciting’ 
emergency responder scheme 
for emergency and urgent care 
– which WACC claims won’t 

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

work as no local people have 
so far signed up. The voluntary 
responders, it says, would 
be left to deal with medical 
emergencies for up to an hour 
until an ambulance arrives.

WACC spokesman Jon Haylett 
told The Oban Times the advert 
was ‘despicable’ and has written 
to local MSPs, councillors and 
Deputy First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon asking them to urge 
NHS Highland to remove it 
pending further talks. 

The letter states: ‘It is very 
important indeed that NHS 
Highland withdraws the 
misleading advertisement for 
the new community nurse until 
SAS can demonstrate that the 

proposed emergency responder 
model has the necessary 
personnel and is both safe and 
sustainable. We have been given 
no evidence that this model 
will work. Those to whom I 
have spoken who are eligible to 
become emergency responders 
are well aware that, with back-up 
so long in coming, they will be 
left with seriously ill or injured 
patients for long periods of time.
The community overwhelmingly 
supports a continuation of the 
district nursing model which has 
operated so effectively here.’

Mid Highland Community 
Health Partnership general 
manager Gill McVicar said 
WACC was invited to contribute 
to the drafting of the advert and 
the recruitment process, but had 
not done so as they wanted the 

new nurse to live in the area and 
to be available 24 hours a day.

She said: ‘At the many 
meetings that we have had, we 
have consistently explained that 
it is not possible to do this due to 
working time issues, professional 
isolation, need for team working, 
the need to split out the different 
nursing roles and other clinical 
governance concerns.

‘The new nurse will be 
encouraged to live locally and 
to participate in the emergency 
responder model, should we be 

to develop a workable rota.’
WACC, NHS Highland and 

the Scottish Ambulance Service 
have been in year-long talks 
about how to deliver out-of-
hours nursing care for the area 
in future.

Nurse advert prompts fury 
from local campaigners 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

NEWSDESK
01631 568000
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‘ABOMINABLE No-men’ are 
threatening the future develop-
ment of business and housing in 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs’ 
National Park.

Community Council chair-
man, John Riley, who said the 
National Park Authority’s (NPA) 
newly adopted local area plan 
does nothing to encourage small 
business or executive-level 
employees to move to the area, 
with little or no provision made 
for high grade or self-build 
dwellings.

Worse, with plans for a gold 
mine approved at Cononish, only 
12 new plots have been allocated 
for Tyndrum, while nothing has 
been earmarked for Crianlarich.

However, the NPA’s chief ex-
ecutive, Fiona Logan, says there 
is some provision within the plan 
for housing near Crianlairch and 
Tyndrum, but criticised Strath-

plan last year.

Tyndrum chairman 
warns to beware the 
‘Abominable no-men’
Row brewing over business and housing plans in 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs’ National Park

Strathfillan requires more opportunities for high grade or self 
build dwellings according to the chair of the community council

Mr Riley said: ‘There seems 
to be a huge emphasis on afford-
able housing and that’s all very 
fair and well but if you want to 
encourage businesses into the 
area and executive-level employ-
ees, you need the appropriate 
housing.

‘The gold mine has been 
approved and that will need 
executive staff. The right kind of 
housing has to be there to attract 
them to the area.

‘I just don’t think they get it. If 
we are to encourage small busi-
ness and economic growth, they 
have to get the housing right.

‘It’s like dealing with the 
Abominable No-men.’

Mr Riley also questioned the 
logic of giving the NPA planning 
authority, while building control 
remains the remit of Stirling 
Council.

Ms Logan disputed Mr Riley’s 
stance, saying there was oppor-
tunity for small scale and indi-
vidual housing in Crianlarich.

Furthermore, of those two 

plots in Tyndrum, one recently 
had affordable housing built on 
it by Rural Stirling Housing As-
sociation.  The second is mixed 
use, for economic development 
and housing.

She said: ‘The plan provides 

of appropriate new sites to come 
forward within Tyndrum, on gap 
sites, and next to the settlement. 

‘We have consulted extensively 
with communities, landowners, 
developers and agencies since 
2007 on the Local Plan and are 
delighted with the hundreds of 
responses we received. 

 ‘We are disappointed to hear 
Mr Riley feels this way as the 
community council did not 

Local Plan in 2010.

National Park, this new plan 
provides clear guidance and 

and economic development op-
portunities across Loch Lomond 
and The Trossachs.’

A GLENCOE man has denied 
dangerously overtaking several 
cars on a bend on the A82 near 
Glenloy.

Jamie Smith, managing 
director of the Ice Factor in 
Kinlochleven, pled not guilty 
to overtaking the vehicles at 
excessive speed on approach 
to a blind summit and crossing 
solid white lines when it was not 
safe to do so on September 15.

The 44-year-old, of Minard 
Cottage, Tighe Phuirst, is due 
to stand trial at Fort William 
Sheriff Court on February 16.

Glencoe man 
denies A82 
overtaking charges

AS OF January 1, 2012 the 
Value Added Tax (VAT) rate 
on the sales and purchases of 
standard goods and services 
in the Republic of Ireland will 
increase from 21per cent to 
23per cent. 

Rise in Irish VAT

LOCHGILPHEAD Court could 
close in the latest shake-up of 
the Scottish Court Service, the 

The court, which hosts a 
sheriff court and a justice of the 
peace court once a month, has 
been earmarked for possible 
closure as the Scottish Court 
Service scrambles to save mil-
lions of pounds.

The court building, on 
Lochnell Street, is owned by 
Strathclyde Police and leased to 
the Scottish Court Service two 
days per month.

One of dozens of courts across 
the country being considered 
for closure, Lochgilphead 
Court has been deemed ‘not 
busy enough’ to justify keeping 
it open.

But Jane Macleod, who is an 
honorary sheriff for the Scot-
tish Courts Service, said more 
use could be made of the town’s 
court.

Criminal cases 
‘Lochgilphead Court only 

deals with criminal cases 
and parties still have to go to 
Dunoon for part of the process,’ 
Mrs Macleod said. ‘If they dealt 

with the whole case in Lochgil-
phead it would be busier and if 
the court dealt with civil cases 
it would be busier still.’

Describing the possible 
closure of the court as ‘awful’, 
Mrs Macleod added: ‘We 
fought long and hard to get the 
court open in Lochgilphead to 
hear criminal cases and there 
was an understanding that it 

might expand to civil cases and 
children’s hearings. That would 
have saved huge inconveniences 
for families but it never got 
beyond criminal cases.’

If Lochgilphead Court did 
close there would be no active 
court anywhere in Mid Argyll, 
with criminal proceedings 
likely to be carried out in 
Dunoon.

Unable to tell The Oban Times
how much money the Scottish 
Court Service would save if 
it closed the court, a spokes-
woman for the public body 
said it was facing a future with 
reduced budgets. The spokes-
woman for the Scottish Court 
Service, which will lose a £52.3 
million from its capital budgets 
over the next four years, said a 

review into what work was car-
ried at different locations was 
ongoing.

She added: ‘It is too soon 
to speculate on the future of 
any particular court but any 
proposal to close a court will 
require a full public consulta-
tion to be undertaken and 
ultimately, a decision by the 
Scottish Parliament.’

Mid Argyll may lose out as millions are shaved off Scottish Court Service

A BUDDING model from 
Taynuilt is to represent Argyll 
at a national beauty pageant 
next year.

Excited 
Miss Teen Argyll, Jodi Goldie, 

will compete against girls from 
all over Scotland at the Park Hall 
Hotel in Lancashire on March 2, 

The 16 year old said: ‘I’m really 
excited about the competition 
and although it is a few months 
away, I have already been out 
looking for dresses.’

Jodi, a pupil at Oban High 
School, was encouraged to 
enter the Miss Teen Galaxy 
competition by her gran, Tay-

chreggan Hotel manager Fiona 
Sutherland.

‘My gran was always keen 
for me to do modelling,’ said 
Jodi. ‘In fact, she used to think 
I would become a singer but I 
can’t sing at all,’ she admitted.

the Scottish competition will 
be determined by the number 
of public functions she attends 
and is available for openings 
and guest appearances at local 
events.

She has also started fundrais-
ing for Yorkhill Children’s 
Hospital and has set up a Just 
Giving page at www.justgiving.
com/jodi-goldie.

Argyll’s teen queen Jodi Goldie has her sights set on national 
success. 16_t51teen01

Miss Teen Argyll 

A BRIDGE over a burn near 
a woodland parking area in 
Glen Garry is to be removed 
after Forestry Commission 
Scotland engineers ruled it 
dangerous.

The Commission closed off 
the bridge over the Allt na 
Cailliche to vehicles over 10 
years ago because of water 
undermining.

But now the concrete struc-
ture, two miles west of In-
vergarry along the Mandally 
forest road, has been cordoned 
off to pedestrians also.

Spates from heavy rain 
throughout the autumn and 
winter have undercut the 

bridge and made it hazard-
ous.

Kevin Peace, FCS Loch-
aber district manager, said: 
‘The abutments have been 
undermined and are beyond 
repair. The only solution is to 
completely remove the bridge 
and abutments. We will look 
to do this as soon as possible. 
We’ll also consult with the lo-
cal community to gauge their 
feelings about it.’

Anyone wishing to comment 
on the importance of the 
bridge should write to the 

or email lochaber@forestry.
gsi.gov.uk.

Garry bridge to come 
down as heavy rain 
erodes foundations

A BARRA-based campaign 
group has hit out at the Scottish 
Parliament after it rejected a pe-
tition calling for an investigation 
into the procedure for marine 
environmental designations.

Southern Hebrides Against 
Marine Environmental Desig-
nations (SHAMED) has been 
opposing Scottish Natural 
Heritage’s (SNH) plans for con-
servation sites in East Mingulay 
and Sound of Barra.

Last month SHAMED sub-
mitted a petition to the Scottish 
Parliament asking for an enquiry 
into the way SNH and Scottish 

about selecting and progressing 
the sites up to the point of public 
consultation.

The Public Petitions Commit-
tee has now declared the nature 
of SHAMED’s petition outside 
its remit, as it cannot set up 
investigations, nor ‘intervene 
in the operational decisions of 
another public body such as 
Scottish National Heritage.’

The Assistant Clerk’s letter 

ends by stating: ‘The role of 
the Parliament as a whole is to 
hold the Scottish Government 
to account with regards to its 
policies and guidance.’

‘Major disappointment’ 
Angus MacLeod, SHAMED’s 

chairman, said: ‘Although it 
is a major disappointment and 
setback to receive an outright 
rejection from the Public Peti-
tions Committee, the response 
is not altogether unexpected. 

‘We spent a lot of time draft-
ing our text, knowing that it was 
not going to be easy to comply 
with the committee guidelines 
in view of what we were look-
ing for.

‘However, we will now work 
on submitting a new petition as 
we are sure that this is a matter 
for the Scottish Parliament. 

requested an investigation into 
the conduct and actions of the 
bureaucrats at SNH and Marine 
Scotland, the very people 
who carry out the policies of 
the Parliament. As far as the 

process for designating Special 
Areas of Conservation (SAC) is 
concerned, there is absolutely 
no public scrutiny of the way in 
which policies are being imple-
mented by these organisations 
until it is too late for the public 
to call a halt. 

‘Basically, the implementa-
tion of the Habitats Directive 
is designed to keep democratic 
scrutiny out.’

Mr MacLeod says it is that 

He said: ‘We are in the un-

against something that politi-

immensely embarrassing. We 
want to reject European con-
servation designations because 
they will have a dramatically 
negative effect on the current 
and future economic prospects 
of this area. 

‘But conservation, as far as 
the politicians are concerned, is 
a vote winner. No party wants 
to go up against the green vote.’

Barra campaign group’s 
call for investigation into 
conservation plan is rejected

CROFTERS want the Scottish 
Government to explain how it 
will support island hauliers, 
who are set to lose their entitle-
ment to the Road Equivalent 
Tariff (RET).

The Scottish Crofting Fed-
eration (SCF) has made the call 
amidst widespread concern that 
crofters and other islanders may 
lose out heavily as a result of the 
proposed changes, which would 
see larger commercial vehicles 
revert to the pre-RET discount 
scheme.

The Scottish Crofting Fed-
eration’s Uist and Barra area 
secretary, David Muir, said that 
the government’s plan is creat-
ing a great deal of concern in 
the islands.

Mr Muir explained that the 
average differential in discounts 
provided by CalMac under the 
pre-RET system was in the 
region of 15 to 20 per cent, but 
that this differential was not 
evenly spread among hauliers.

He said: ‘Because of the way 
the old system was set up, it is 
very hard to know exactly what 
discounts were being given to 
hauliers. 

‘However, while for smaller 

per cent it is believed among the 
larger hauliers it might at times 
have been more than double 

‘That old system was unfairly 
skewed in favour of bigger 

companies that used CalMac 
ferries most frequently. RET 
was to have addressed this 
unfairness.

‘If the differential remains in 
the new scheme and CalMac 
only offers the greater discount 
to the most frequent users, even 
an ‘enhanced’ discount will 
bring back the unfair competi-
tion which previously existed 
before RET between the smaller 
and larger hauliers.

‘The SCF are calling on the 
Government to provide urgent 
clarity on the situation as we are 
concerned that a reintroduced 
discount system could take 
away a great deal of the support 
that RET has brought to smaller 
hauliers.’

Scottish Crofting Federation’s 
Uist and Barra area secretary, 
David Muir, from Benbecula 
said that their a great deal of 

concern in the islands.

Crofters call for clarity over impact of RET 

Sixteen-year old 
admits Kennacraig 
thefts from cars

Taynuilt SWRI celebrate with meal

Malcolm Webster murder trial costs 
£430,000 in legal aid and expenses

Woman rescued at 
Campbeltown
A COASTGUARD team, 
all-weather lifeboat and 
an inshore lifeboat from 
Campbeltown were called 
out on Boxing Day to rescue 
a woman from Campbeltown 
Loch. The woman was 
recovered from the water by 
the inshore lifeboat and taken 
to a waiting ambulance.

Theft from 
Taynuilt shed

Reveller attempts 
one too many

Oban police search 
for anti-Claus

Demand for rural 
land remains high 
say agents

A 16-YEAR-old Islay youth 
who broke into two cars at 
Kennacraig Ferry Terminal has 
had his sentence deferred.

James Gillies, of 21 Antrim 
View, Port Ellen, admitted 
forcing open the two vehicles 
parked at Kennacraig Ferry 
Terminal and stealing a quantity 
of money on August 18, 2011, 
which was committed whilst on 
bail from Airdrie Sheriff Court.

He had his sentence deferred 
at Campbeltown Sheriff Court 
last week for six months until 
June 7, 2012.

PRESIDENT Jessie Servant 
welcomed 21 members to the 
Taynuilt Hotel on December 14 
for the Taynuilt SWRI Christ-
mas celebratory meal. 

There was plenty of choice on 
the menu and the hotel certainly 
gave a service with a smile.

All the members thoroughly 
enjoyed their meal. 

Jessie Servant read a lovely 
poem and Christmas Carols 
were sung. Jessie also closed 
proceedings, thanking all for 
coming and wishing them a 
merry festive season.

ITEMS including a chainsaw 
and a hedge strimmer were 
stolen from a shed in Taynuilt 
after it was broken into.

Police are seeking information 
in relation to the incident, which 
happened some time between 
December 10 – 23.

OBAN Police traced the town’s 
very own anti-Claus, who 
allegedly stole a number of 

town on the night of Christmas 
Eve.

The 30-year-old man is 
accused of stealing items, 
including bank cards and 

Miller Road.
He is also charged with 

stealing items from a car in 
Campbell Crescent, where 
he was allegedly seen trying 
the doors and the boot of the 
vehicle.

A REVELLER who tried to 
enter two licensed premises 
in Oban was arrested after 
warnings from the police not to 
do so on Christmas Eve.

Police saw the 23-year-old 
man attempt to enter a pub 
immediately after being warned 
from entering one nearby.

THE COST of bringing Mal-
com Wibster to justice has been 
reported to be in the region of 
£430,000.

The former Oban hospital 
nurse, jailed following a 
Glasgow High Court trial in 
May, 2011 for murdering his 
wife, Claire Morris, in 1994 as 
part of an insurance scam, ran 

up £333,000 in legal aid fees, 
with the Scottish Court Service 
paying a further £97,000 of 
taxpayers’ money on expenses 
for witnesses.

Webster’s legal team argues 
that he is subject of a miscar-
riage of justice and claim that 
the jury were ‘misdirected’ by 
Judge Lord Bannatyne.

DEMAND for rural land has 
sent valuations for farms and 
estates in Argyll, Perthshire, 
Fife, and Angus to all-time high 
prices, according to land agents 
Bell Ingram.

It believes the downturn in the 
mainstream housing market in 
Scotland has prompted investors 
to consider alternative property 
types. Mark Mitchell, head of 
farms and estate agency at the 

that rural property, such as 
farmland and forestry has been 
performing very well over the 
past year, compared to other 
areas of the Scottish property 
market.’

Argyll Square Dental Surgery would like to wish all 
their patients a Happy New Year. 

We look forward to seeing you in 2012.

DENTAL
PRACTICESquare

Argyll

To make an 
appointment 
please call 

01631 562791
21 Argyll Square, 

Oban, Argyll PA34 4AT
Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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COLL
ARINAGOUR Primary School 
enjoyed a busy end to the 2011 
school year.

Pupils completed a term of 
after-school rugby, run by 
volunteer parent coaches, before 
enjoying the end-of-term Christ-
mas service which, as usual, was 
a celebration of musical talent 
and festive fun.

The school’s yuletide fun was 
rounded up on December 17 
when the children and Parent 
Teacher Committee held a craft 
fayre at the Island Café, selling 
gifts and decorations crafted by 
their own hand.

TIREE

TIREE ambulance driver Neil 
Munn has been recognised for 
his 27 years of service with the 
Scottish Ambulance Service 
(SAS) after being given a 
prestigious award.

Neil, who works as a contractor 
with the service, was given an 
award for Working Together 
for Better Patient Care at a staff 
awards ceremony in Glasgow 
City Chambers.

SAS general manager for south 
west Scotland Garry Fraser said: 
‘I have known Neil for many 
years, since I worked on the air 
ambulance as a paramedic. 

‘It is testament to his 
dedication and commitment that 
he has provided a service to his 
community for this length of 
time. 

‘I recall at one point that he was 
the only ambulance driver on the 
island working closely with the 
local doctor. I am delighted that 
he is being recognised for these 
years of service.’ 

PUPILS at Tiree High School 
enjoyed their Christmas parties 
last week prior to the festive 
season break.

Pre-5 to P3 pupils held their 
party on Tuesday, while the 
P4-P7 party took place on 
Wednesday afternoon. 

The senior dance was held 
on Wednesday night for all 
secondary pupils, while those 
who have volunteered their time 
to the school were also invited to 
join the celebrations.

Finally, the Christmas service 
was held at Heylipol Church on 
Thursday.

SENIOR Gaelic pupils at Tiree 
High School have created a short 

FilmG’s Arthur Donald and 
Derek MacLean visited the 
island after the script was 
completed, spending two days 

Their entry will appear on the 
FilmG website in the new year, 
with members of the public able 
to vote for their favourites.

For more information on the 

TALENTED dancers from 
Barra’s Jane Douglas School 
of Dance will head to Glasgow 
this week to perform on BBC 
Alba’s Hogmanay show with the 
Vatersay Boys.

In total, 15 members of the 
group will head down to Glas-
gow Barrowlands for the pro-
gramme, which will be shown 
from 9.30pm.

The performance wraps up 
an exciting year for the school. 
In November, 22 dancers from 
the school performed at the In-
ternational Festival of Highland 
Dancing in Disneyland Paris, 
followed by BBC’s De a Nis.

They were also recorded for 
Radio nan Gaidheal’s Aileag, 
which aired on Radio Scotland 
this month.

The community wasn’t missed 
out either, with 40 dancers from 
the school, aged three and up, 
sharing some of their Christmas 
magic with their beautiful Barr 
a’ Dannsa annual December 
show.

A spokesperson for the school 
said: ‘Many thanks go to all the 
dancers for all their hard work 
and enthusiasm. Their enjoyment 

The Jane Douglas School of Dance during their lively Barr a ‘Dannsa. Picture -  Abigail Treffry Photography 

BARRA

really shone through. Thank you 
also to all the parents, friends and 
supporters who helped, came to 
enjoy the show and who have all 
contributed a to a very success-
ful dancing year.’

RAASAY
AN ELECTION to form a com-
munity council in Raasay will 
be held early in the New Year.

Postal ballot papers will be 
sent to eligible voters in each 
community council area on 
Tuesday January 17 and should 
be returned by no later than 4pm 
on Thursday February 2. Votes 
will be counted locally on Friday 
February 3.

The election is being held after 
Raasay Community Council 
attracted more nominations than 
its maximum membership. 

A total of 151 out of 156 
Highland community councils 
are now operating.

The only three which will 
remain in abeyance are Caol, 
Inverness Central and Laggan, 
where an active community as-
sociation is in operation.

Kyleakin Primary School was recently awarded its second Green Eco Flag. The Assessment Report 
said: ‘We were impressed with the range of activities being undertaken by the whole school and the 
inclusion of the nursery. We thought the curricular links sounded very interesting and worthwhile.’ 
The children and staff are very proud of their achievement and had a day of celebration including a 

cheerleading session, Wii games, popcorn and a movie.

ARDNAMURCHAN
ARDNAMURCHAN High 
School pupils put on a spec-
tacular Christmas panto last 
week, with three packed-out 
performances of ‘Aladdin’. 

Around 60 children were 
involved with the musical show, 
with Lucy MacMillan taking 
the title role and Rebecca Stace 
playing Princess Jasmine. 

The show was written and 
directed by principal teacher of 
English Katie Sharp who said: ‘It 
is a privilege to work with such 
a talented bunch of pupils and I 
believe that taking part in such 

team work and creativity.’
There was a surprise appear-

ance from teachers Simon Pat-
terson and John MacInnes who 
took part in a dance-off. 

Two of the shows stars, Lewis 
Hervo and Thomas Rae, are 
pictured, left, in costume as the 
widows.

ACHARACLE
IT WAS standing room only in Acharacle 
Primary’s school hall for a fabulous Christmas 
show, pictured left, last week.

The Nursery opened the show with a Christ-
mas song followed by P1-3’s brilliant bi-lingual 
nativity ‘We Three Kings’. The pupils from 

‘Rapunzel - Back to the Tower’.
Head teacher Lyndsay Bradley said: ‘They 

stunned the audience and received a standing 
ovation!’

ARDGOUR

A PACKED Ardgour Hall played host to 
Ardgour Nursery’s nativity show last Tuesday. 
It was followed by Ardgour Primary pupils’ 
brilliant performance of ‘Snow White and the 
Seven Other Dwarves’.

Head teacher Lyndsay Bradley said: ‘The 

KINLOCHLEVEN
KINLOCHLEVEN Community 
Trust has received a donation 
of £350 from the Moidart Road 
Run Committee. 

The Moidart Road Run takes 
place on the Thursday prior to 

week of May and the trust allows 
the use of the viaduct car park 
for the start of the run. 

The donation will be al-
located to the purchase of an 
interpretation board which will 
be displayed at the Pelton Wheel 
in the village square. This will 
tell the story of why the wheel 
is displayed in the village 
centre.  The old Kinlochleven 
power-house contained eleven 
Pelton-wheel turbines, each of 
which turned two one-megawatt 
DC generators.

Glencoe Primary School’s senior pupils wrote and performed their own Christmas show ‘The Bells Ring Out’ 
last week. The P4-7 youngsters chose their own characters for the show and made the invitations which were 

delivered to parents, senior citizens in Glencoe and Glen Etive and residents of Abbeyfield Care Home in 
Ballachulish. P1-3 put on their own show, ‘Ralph the Reindeer’, for the morning and evening performances. 

Head teacher Marylin MacDonald said: ‘Every child sang and acted with great confidence in front of a big 
audience at both shows. The local Co-op kindly supplied mince pies which were a treat with a cup of tea at the 

interval.’

LISMORE
LISMORE schoolchildren 
enjoyed a day at Ionad Naomh 

own heritage centre. 
Lorraine King, assistant cura-

tor, arranged a programme de-
signed to show them their place 
in the history of the island. 

Object curator  Bob Hay 
showed them round the exhibits, 
Margaret Black, document cura-
tor, demonstrated how to handle 
and interpret documents and 
photographs,  while from librar-
ian Barbara McDougal they 
learnt  about the great collection 
of Gaelic and other books and 

They then explored the cottage 
- Taigh Iseabal Dhaidh - with 
Jennifer Baker and were able to 
imagine how their forbears may 
have lived.  

in which they were asked to 
identify various artefacts and 
imagine their use. 

It was a great day for the pupils 
as the future managers of the 
collection and the building and a 
great insight into the history of 
their island.

FOLLOWING the annual Poppy 
Day collection by Gilly Dixon 
Spain, islanders donated £414.18 
to the Royal British Legion.

A LUNCH was held at the café 
as a thank you to the many who 
volunteer  throughout the year 
to keep the museum going and 
developing. 

Because of the power failure 
and attendant loss of freezer 
food, the lunch had to be brought 
forward two days and some were 
unable to attend. However de-
spite this setback Beth Campbell 
produced her usual delicious 
food.

CATERING manager Hazel 
MacCormick and sous chef 
John MacCormick, along with 
head teacher Catherine Davies, 
entertained the parents and chil-
dren of Lismore Primary School 
plus a few lucky guests at their 
annual Christmas dinner. 

This event was greatly affected 
by storm force winds and the 
resultant power cuts as all the 
food in the freezer had been lost. 
But even though Hazel had to 
start from scratch ordering and 
preparing, the meal was faultless 
and greatly enjoyed by everyone. 
After dinner the guests were 
treated to lovely carol singing by 
the children. 

A NUMBER of households 
have been without their phone 
lines and/or broadband for three 
weeks, since the lightning strike 
a week before the storm. 

This is a serious loss anytime 
but especially at Christmas when 
many rely on internet shopping.

Despite a couple of set backs, the nativity play at Lismore Primary 
School was greatly enjoyed by a large audience. Head teacher 
Catherine Davies, who herself was suffering from a very bad 

cold, said the children acted as a team and when Sophie King 
was too ill to attend, they all had to take on her parts. They all 

played several parts and learned the lines in double quick time. 
The result was a word perfect, well projected performance and 

strong, tuneful singing. Congratulations to everyone. 

BARCALDINE

Barcaldine Primary School’s enterprising primary sevens took a 
table at last week’s LORN producers’ market in the Victory Hall, 

Benderloch, to sell handiwork their fellow pupils. Among the 
items on sale were Christmas table decorations, cake pops and 

bracelets, which raised £120 for school funds.

GLENCOE

KYLEAKIN

LUING
ON SUNDAY December 4, 
Kilchattan Church on the Isle 
of Luing invited everyone to a 
Christingle service, making sure 
that the week before every child 
was given a Smartie tube. 

Jean Alexander prepared the 
oranges, sweets, candle and 
ribbon – all essential to tell the 
story of the Birth of Jesus in this 
special way.  

Each Smartie tube was re-

coins, and £70 was donated to 
Yorkhill Children’s Hospital.  

Martin Waddell led the service, 
and the lit candles in the oranges 
made a beautiful sight in the 
church. 

PAM AND Sandy Shairp opened 
their home in Cullipool to wel-
come donations for the Friends 
of Oban Hospice on Wednesday 
December 14.  

This annual occasion is linked 
with the Oban event ‘Light up 
a Life’ and the Shairp’s always 
provide an early taste of Christ-
mas cheer to all who wish to 
make a donation to the charity, 
without having to cross Cuan 
Sound.  

Around £500 was raised and 
Pam would like to thank all 
those who gave to generously. 

CULLIPOOL Village hall was 
packed to bursting with family 
and friends of Luing Primary 
School on Wednesday December 
15.  

Beauty and the Beast was 
beautifully told through the chil-
dren, with everyone taking part, 
and poor Sleeping Beauty falling 
asleep not once, but twice. 

Ukulele Luing treated eve-
ryone to carols and Christmas 
songs and the evening was 
spiced up with mulled wine and 
mince pies.  There was £120 in 

ARDFERN
AN ARGYLL village shop has 
been nominated for a national 
award from the Scottish Coun-
tryside Alliance (SCA).

Ardfern Village Store has been 

category, alongside Kirkmichael 
Village Shop, Perthshire, and 

Berwickshire.
Judges from the competition 

anonymously to help chose 
the eventual winner in each 
category.

The SCA awards, nicknamed 
‘The Rural Oscars’, are designed 
to champion rural businesses 
and enterprises and the contri-
bution they make to their local 
community.

Judith Barton, who runs the 
shop along with her husband 
Bruce, said: ‘We were really 
pleased to be nominated by resi-
dent Jan Brown because we try 
to help the community when we 
can.

‘We always try to support the 
community in terms of charities, 
the school and the church.’

During last year’s cold winter 
Bruce delivered messages to 
customers in the most remote or 
cut-off areas in his 4x4.

The awards ceremony will be 
held in February next year at the 
Scottish Parliament.

Winners of the Scottish awards 
will go on to represent the coun-
try in a pan-GB Countryside 
Alliance Awards competition at 
the House of Lords in March.

TAYNUILT
MONEY from Taynuilt Com-
munity Council’s windfarm 
grant fund has been put to good 
use within the community after 
£5,000 was distributed for sev-
eral good causes..

An essential renovation of the 
all-weather pitch at the sports’ 

Taynuilt Highland Games has 
been allocated £1,300 for next 
summer.

The senior citizens’ outing 
accepted a grant of £600, while 
£500 was allocated to the new 
playpark.

A further £300 was granted to 
the local branch of An Comunn 
Gaidhealach. 

the ukulele case for donations at 
the door. 

TOBERONOCHY Village Hall 
was full of very excited children 
and adults on Saturday Decem-
ber 18 as the island’s social com-
mittee held the annual Christmas 
party for all the children.  

Starting with a party tea of 
sandwiches, sausage rolls, crisps 
and pizza followed by festive 
cakes and sweets, the children 
were ready for fun and games.  

Pass the parcel and ‘the hat 
dance’ were enjoyed by all ages 
and then it was time to sit the 
children around the Christmas 
tree to sing some carols and 
Christmas songs in preparation 
for a visit from Santa Claus.   

Every child received a gift, 
and greeted Father Christmas 

everyone.
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Eye to eye
with John Wallace

Christmas has passed 
and Hogmanay is al-
most upon us. Maybe it 
is because I am another 
year older but the years 
do seem to pass ever 
faster. As I think back 
to my wish list from 
Santa last year for new 
“toys” for the practice I 
can hardly believe what 
is now achievable. Not 
only do the years pass 
more quickly be the 
technology involved 
in examining eyes 
becomes increasingly 
sophisticated. Last 
Christmas I could only 
dream of looking at an 
eye from a wide angle 
Optomap digital image 
of the retina all the way 
to viewing an optical 
section of the centre of 
the retina using the very 
latest imaging technol-
ogy. Now I can look at 
individual layers of the 
retina and detect prob-
lems at a much earlier 
stage. Early detection 
is vital for good out-
comes. When I started 

years ago I was given 
an ophthalmoscope 
(basically a torch) to 

look into the eye. How 
times have changed!

While I can marvel 
at the very latest tech-
nology and how it is 
improving the quality 
of life for the people 
of Argyll thoughts 
also turn to those less 
fortunate than us. For 
huge numbers of people 
in Africa and other re-
mote parts of the world 
eye-care, as we know it, 
simply does not exist. 
Through a lack of pro-

resources millions of 
people cannot access 
eye-care. For almost 

practice, along with 
many other UK prac-
tices, has supported 
Vision Aid Overseas. 
This charity provides 
both optometric care 
and refurbished glasses 
for those less fortunate 
than us. If you have 
any old glasses or 
sunglasses lying in a 
drawer we would be 
delighted to take them 
and pass them on to 
VAO where they can be 
put to good use.

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists & Podiatrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

A time to reflect

To advertise
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WHAT’S ON
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NOTICE
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gigguide
your essential guide to 
live music in argyll

Saturday 31st December  > Hogmanay party
Skipinnish Celidh House with Chunks & Oban pipe band

tickets £10, call 01631 569599

Saturday 31st December > Taste of Scotland Dinner Dance
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel with Eriskay Lilt

Saturday 31st December > Shannanagins
Markie Dans Open til 2am

Sunday 1st January > General Knowledge Quiz  
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel 1pm

Sunday 1st January > Tim O’connor
Markie Dans Open til 2am

Sunday 1st January > Glue Pot Race Night
The  Oyster Inn & Gluepot, Connel 8pm

To advertise in our gig guide call us on 
01631 568000

festive

Pre - Dinner Champagne Cocktails served at 7pm 
followed by a sumptuous 4 course meal at 7.30pm.

Dance the night away with live entertainment from 9.30pm 
with renowned Ceilidh band Eriskay Lilt

Dinner & Dance £35 pp Dance Only £10 pp

Celebrate in style at 
The Oyster Inn’s

Taste of Scotland Hogmanay 
Dinner Dance with Eriskay Lilt

THIS MONTH IN 
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UNBEATABLE 
CITY BREAKS
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guides to 
the best of 
Scotland’s 
cities

READ...
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Linda Norgrove’s parents
FREE 44 PAGE
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A new era for Rosslyn Chapel
MEET THE REAL CATRIONA SHEARER
Ten miracle hangover cures!
ROSHVEN, LOCHAILORT: HOUSE OF DREAMS

SUBSCRIBE...
CHOOSE FROM ONE OF OUR 3 AMAZING 
CHRISTMAS SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS GO TO 
WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK/CHRISTMAS

Win£3,000 ofluxury breaks

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Pictured at this year’s Oban High School Jingles dance are members of the senior pupil leadership 
team, who, like the other senior pupils of the school, were dressed in their finest outfits for the an-
nual end-of-term celebration. Chunks, Trail West and DJ Ewen MacEachen provided the entertain-

ment, as the pupils enjoyed cupcakes and cocktails at the glittering event, held last Monday.

FORMER Pop Idol star, Michelle 
McManus, this week reveals her 
passion for Gaelic and the Isle of 
Barra as part of an hour long BBC 
Alba special.

Ceòlas music festival 
Is Mise Michelle McManus,

or I am Michelle McManus in 
English, follows the TV presenter 
and singer as she researches her 
long lost family connection to the 
isle, following a lifelong dream to 
speak the language and sing some 
of its songs on the way.

The result is a Michelle McManus 
the Scottish audience has never 
quite seen before – a revealing 
portrait of a consummate singer 
and popular personality, taking on 
arguably her greatest challenge to 
date.

It was a chance conversation 
that revealed Michelle McManus’s 

deep passion for Gaeldom – and 
set her on the road to the isles. 

Michelle previously said: ‘I 
would love to go to Barra, hear 
Gaelic all around me, try and speak 
it naturally with the islanders. 

‘It would be my dream come true. 
I want to learn to sing in Gaelic, 
it’s such a beautiful language and 

my own family, at last.’
Mànran 

over a year in Glasgow and the 
Western Isles. It charts her sum-
mer visit to the Ceòlas music 

becomes acquainted with Gaelic 
singing styles, tutored by some of 
the most respected performers in 
the language.

While a powerful singer in her 
own right, Michelle then tackles 

Gaelic ‘mouth music’ while 
dissecting lyrics in the ancient 
tongue. 

Gradually mastering the form, 
she then hooks up with popular 
Gaelic band Mànran and over just 
a few weeks, the boys work with 
Michelle in preparing a set of 
Gaelic songs for live performance 
on stage.                    

A highlight for Michelle was her 

the McManus family can trace any 
direct Gaelic roots. 

A warm, entertaining and emo-

and fresh discoveries all observed 
in close-up.

‘Is Mise Michelle McManus / I 
am Michelle McManus’ will be 
repeated on BBC Alba on Friday, 
December 30 at 11pm.

Michelle McManus near Castlebay, Isle of Barra, during filming of I am Michelle McManus, shown on 
BBC Alba this weekend.

Michelle reveals 
passion for Gaelic 
TV presenter and singer searches 

for Isle of Barra family connection

THERE WAS no shortage 
of star quality at this year’s 
‘Lochaber High’s Strictly Got 
Talent’ competition, which ran 
heats at lunchtimes throughout 
the penultimate week of term. 

Five acts took to the stage in 

front of a large crowd for the 

2B Decided coming out on top.
    The runners-up were an impres-
sive synchronised roller skating 
act called Starlight Express.

  Winners of the staff com-
petition were Mouse of Pain, 
comprising Stephen Carruthers, 
Jamie Currie and Eric Groat, 
who performed a high-energy 
version of the classic 90s hip 
hop track ‘Jump Around’.

Front, winners ‘Lochaber High’s Strictly Got Talent’ 2B Decided Ashleigh Fair, Paul Barnes, Sally 
Swanson, Alasdair Kelly and Katrina Bell. Behind are staff winners Mouse of Pain, aka Stephen 

Carruthers, Jamie Currie and Eric Groat,

2B Decided win Lochaber 
High School’s annual talent 

All dressed up - and somewhere to go - 
Oban High School pupils enjoy Jingles

Duror Primary School entertained a large audience with their performance of ‘The Hoity-Toity Angel’. The pupils 
were joined onstage at Kentallen Duror Community Centre by the Duror and Kentallen preschool group, while the 
after school guitar club accompanied during ‘Silent Night’. Head teacher Marylin MacDonald said: ‘There was great 

audience participation during the carol singing which added to the festive atmosphere.’

Children from Lochnell Primary’s P5 class celebrate the end of their “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory” project by 
inviting the Primary 3 and 4 class to make chocolate truffles. The picture shows the children proudly showing their 

delicious chocolates in packaging they made especially for their sweets.

The Ladies of Kilchrenan’s Wednesday Club held a Christmas 
Party for the children of Dalavich and Kilchrenan.

Comunn Gàidhealach 
an Òbain

Old New Year 
Buffet Ceilidh

Saturday 7th January, 2012
7.00pm

Masonic Hall, Oban
Admission £8 at door

See posters for details

Oban U3A
Tuesday 3rd January 2012

At 10.30am
Caledonian Hotel, Station 

Square, Oban
A warm welcome to 

members new and old
For our monthly coffee 

and chat meeting

Telephone:
01631 568000

Instead of reading this 41,320* readers 
could be reading your advert. 
*Jicreg data as at 01/04/1011

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes



10 LETTERS Thursday 29 December 2011 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

10 Years 

Ago The Oban Times
Those Were The Days

Thursday, January 4, 2001

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE CROSSWORD

Last week’s solution

Mountain rescue                
team for Oban
OUTDOOR enthusiasts in Argyll have been 
given a boost now that a new mountain rescue 
team is one step closer.

-

-

area, explained David Hamilton, an ex-soldier 

wide police mountain rescue team. Glencoe, 
Lochaber and Killin all have their own mountain 
rescue teams but not Argyll and the isles.

-

phone calls to experienced climbers and walkers 

Last year there were eight mountain rescue 

people walking and climbing, especially in the 

hills. 

Jura fuel joy
JURA residents wil have reason to celebrate in 
the New Year - the island’s petrol station is to be 
upgraded.

The islanders set up their own company - Jura 
Community Business Limited - to save Jura’s 

decided to close it down in 1997.

strong population has managed to raise £9,000 
-

Work is due to start in January on the upgrad-
ing and will include installing more unleaded 
petrol tanks and new diesel tanks.

Islay, Jura and Colonsay councillor Robin 

island. All credit is due to the islanders who have 
worked hard to make the project a reality.’

40,000 trips will go by sea
trend by becoming less busy.

-

will help to make them even quieter.
The money will be used to renovate Lochaline 

-
ing a ship to transport timber to ports on the west 

-

this award as a means to remove 40,000 lorry 

achieved by transporting by ship rather than on 

Times Diary

YOUR LETTERS

addresses must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 

PRESS POLICY

biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

This week’s flashback photograph was submitted by June Pearson of Millpark Avenue, Oban, and features some members of the 
Oban Celtic Shinty Supporters Club in the 1960s. Back row, left to right: Jock Douglas; Hannah MacCallum; Hannah MacPhee; Anne 

Cameron and June Pearson.  Front: Cathy Paterson; Bessie Hone; Nellie Pearson and Mary MacInnes. We invite readers to send in 
flashback photographs. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@obantimes.co.uk. 

Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their prints returned must 
supply a stamped addressed envelope.

Letters to the editor
www.obantimes.co.uk

GLASGOW LETTER

t50livingstones1no
x166mms by 127mms

CHAN eil bliadhn’ ù às agus tha mi a’ creidsinn, mar a bha 

“a chead aice!”.  
Ged a bha rudan math ma deidhinn, tha mi den bheachd gur 

chosgaisean connaidh is eile a’ chuimhne as làidire a bhios aig 

searbh aca air luchd-riaghlaidh a’ bruidhinn air mar a tha sinn 

sgillinn a’ cunntas ach dha luchd nam milleanan, mar a tha 

t-atharrachadh. 
Nuair a chuir Riaghaltas a’ Cho-bhanntachd roimhe 

cosgaisean na roinne poblaich a ghearradh gu cruaidh gus 

na roinne poblaich. Chan eil sin air tachairt agus cha bheag an 

an Riaghaltais agus gainnead airgid, chan eil na h-obraichean 
sin ann. 

Dè a dh’iarramaid as a’ Bhliadhn’ Ùr ma tha? Tha luchd an 

Riaghaltas an dùil a bhiodh iad. Bu mhath sin gu dearbh, ach 

as an eaconamaidh cuideachd le cothroman cosnaidh ùra a’ 

cosgaisean peinnsean agus cuideachd gum bheil daoine a-nise 
-

gus cùisean a ghabhail thairis ann am beagan bhliadhnaichean.
Bliadhna mhath ùr nuair a thig i!

because it didn’t have good moments, but because their abiding 

escalating costs. 

notice.
We hope 2012 will bring economic improvement, growth 

those over current pension age should be restricted to part-time 

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

Oban Celtic Shinty Supporters Club 1960s

Tireless efforts on 
sensitive Argyll 
Hotel issue

15 that the council has been 
‘obdurate’ and the planning 
department ‘incompetent’ over 
many years in relation to the 
Argyll Hotel, Oban.

It’s a pity he chooses to 
make such assertions without, 
apparently, having even a basic 

involved in this particular site 
and the various applications and 
other organisations related to it 
over the years.

As someone who has worked 

conclusion, I would like to 

thank the council’s planning and 
building standards teams and the 

and Licensing Committee 

Lorn and the Islands members 

sensitive issue over many years.
This has been a long and 

need to adhere to regional 
and national procedures and 
legislation at all times.

The aim throughout has been 
to ensure that we secure the best 

residents and visitors and the 
decision to grant permission 
to demolish the building is 
an important step on the road 
towards achieving that.
Councillor Daniel Kelly, 
Chairman, Planning, Protec-
tive Services and Licensing 
Committee, Argyll and Bute 
Council. 

Let’s hear from the 
ordinary punter
We are all at times aghast at 

are concluded upon in the 
educational and legal courts 

groups or in central government 
laws. 

They are really do-gooders 

think the ordinary man needs to 
be taken by the hand.

try to resurrect it. 
I do not see ordinary 

people making exaggerated 
or misleading claims on the 

nor indeed do I see or hear the 

those same people. But I do 
see and hear  ‘cosy’ positive 
opinion, coming through all the 
academic channels, whether that 

or similar outlets.

is projected in connection with 

those same issues. 

grandchildren.

academic groups or quangos are 

ordinary punter.

academic views and opinions 
being pushed upon the ordinary 
people who could teach those 

punter now! 
Aonghas Caimbeul, Gerraidh 
na Monaidh, Uibhist a Deas.

A look back
at 2011

 does not 
seem like a year since we 
last had a look back at the 
traditional music scene within 
the city and its immediate 
environs but, then, that’s what 
comes with age!  

The pattern seems much the 
same.  

Connections and then during 

attracts huge numbers to many 
events throughout the city in 
the week prior to the World 

Highland associations in the 
city run various events but 
here, again, the problems are 
the same. There is no doubt 
that the demographic pattern 

Highland connections has 
changed over the years. The 
Gaels no longer reside in the 
inner city as they did in the 
past and have moved to the 
suburbs and beyond. Those 
who attend local association 

and while there are many 
extremely talented young 
musicians coming on to the 

The monthly Ceol’s Craic 

some success in addressing 
this trend and perhaps the 
huge increase in numbers 
attending Gaelic education 

but where does this leave 
the local associations in the 

There is no doubt they 
have many willing and 
hard working volunteers 

be rewarded as we move into 
another year.  

associations and those who 

much discussion. 
There are still many 

around who remember the 
huge crowds packing into 

the City Halls, but present 
day gatherings show little 
resemblance to those glittering 

along to the dances simply to 

Nowadays attendances 
are low by comparison. The 

the associations and this 

organising a gathering concert 

In addition the gathering 

generate income on the same 
scale as in the past.  

Across
1 Adjudge (4)
3 Inflexible (8)
9 Resistance against attack (7)
10 Mr Tuck? (5)
11 Ability to link with another (12)
13 Wages (6)
15 Book of 8 pages (6)
17 Large pounder! (12)
20 Beginning (5)
21 Colour range (7)
22 Of trifling worth (8)
23 One who takes orders (4)

Down
1 Morally instrutive (8)
2 Fey (5)
4 What comes out of your nose! (6)
5 Adverse (12)
6 Flier (7)
7 Nobleman (4)
8 Middling (12)
12 Me? (8)
14 Music genre (7)
16 Portable loo (6)
18 Strike to make it work (5)
19 Lure (4)
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Painting should 
stay in Arisaig
The campaign by the Arisaig 
community, led by An Comunn 

commended.
The oil-painting ‘Letters and 

currently hanging in Arisaig 

-
nous working community whose 
descendants are still living in the 
area. Its removal to another place 

identity and educational value to 
a meaningless level in no less a 
way than moving the Commando 

-
sisting and encouraging local 

political reasons or because they 

The Lewis Chessmen, the 
Viking Burial remains in Ard-

records which have recently 
come to Lochaber Archive Cen-

Arisaig painting should stay 
in the parish to be treasured 
and enjoyed by local people. 
The community and its elected 
representatives need to back An 

once it has gone it is unlikely to 
return.
Iain Thornber, Morvern.

Glasgow Islay Association 

ago and they are in the process 

historical landmark.  

will establish that the 
gathering concert can once 
again become a major 
event on the social calendar 
within the city.  With each 

willingness to support each 
other I am sure this will be 
possible.  

nearer the date when they 

Ceilidh music in 
the art galleries

Bar, where they regularly 
Gunna Sound will 

be playing in Kelvingrove Art 

No tickets are necessary 
and all ages are welcome so 
this should be an excellent 
opportunity to introduce 
ceilidh dancing to a 
wider audience in superb 
surroundings.

Winter ceilidh
Workshop, which has regular 
sessions in the Islay Inn 

organised its traditional 
winter ceilidh to take place 
in Glasgow University Union 

with the tutors providing the 

way could there be to get rid 

Diary dates
Thursday December 29:  

- see above.
Friday January 6: Winter 
Ceilidh, Glasgow University 

- see above.
Saturday January 7:  

Pub scene
NICKY

Gunna Sound will play on 
Hogmanay.  

In the Islay Inn Black Velvet

on Hogmanay. 

Neil Murray. Telephone 
0141 954 8105. Email: 
neilfmurray@yahoo.co.uk.

carbon dioxide used would be equivalent to between 80-800 

He was stumped though when asked: ‘What would the 
equivalent be in septic tank discharges?’ 

ROADS staff at Argyll and Bute Council had a lucky escape 
in Dalmally this month after a car careered into a low-
loader lorry being used to put out safety cones.

But no sooner had the lucky workers picked themselves 
up off the verge they had thrown themselves on, their jaws 
dropped again. Driving the vehicle was none other than 
Callum Robertson, the council’s roads asset manager – their 
boss.

Thankfully, no-one was hurt in the minor collision and 
Diary has been reassured that the incident was reported 
immediately in the ‘correct way’.

comments and ‘true stories’, our ears perked up when we heard 

The Oban 
Times

   The unplanned, lonely traveller’s journey back north to his 

now husband’s ‘wee excursion sooth wi’ coos’.

Share your humourous gems, comments on life 
or amusing tales with the Diary.
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk 

or write to 
Diary, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

tradition. Remembering and evaluating the year that is about to 

The Oban Times,

we published a serialised potted history, a tiny glimpse at the 

research we learned many things, some known, many a mystery, 
others much misunderstood - but the one constant is that the true 

-
ings, it’s about people.
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We are looking for an individual with excellent 
organisational and planning skills to join our Business 
Development Department.
The main purpose of the job will be to provide 
administrative support to the Business Development 
Department.  Key aspects of the role include assistance 
in preparing commercial tenders, coordinating 
meetings, arranging travel and liaising with staff and 
external customers. 
The post would suit someone who is pro-active with the 
ability to multi-task and who enjoys a challenge.

For further information and to apply for this position 
online, go to:  www.smi.ac.uk Alternatively, please write 
to: Human Resources, Business Development Assistant 
(Job Ref. D19/11.TS), The Scottish Association for 
Marine Science, Scottish Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll, 
PA37 1QA or e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk   
Closing date: Wednesday 4th January 2012

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), 
has an equal opportunities policy and welcomes 
applications from all sections of the community.

Business
Development 

Assistant
Salary £19,203–£22,126

Fixed term 
appointment for 2 years

We are looking for an enthusiastic and forward looking 
individual to work within our ICT and Information 
Services section supporting the existing team in 
providing frontline desktop and systems support for all 
staff and students. 
Candidates must have demonstrable Microsoft 

with working in an Active Directory environment. 

components and peripherals is essential. Some 
experience in supporting MacOS would also be useful. 
It would also be a considerable advantage, but not 
essential, if candidates also had exposure to any the 
following areas: networks, Windows 2008 R2, MS 
Exchange, MS SharePoint and VMware View. 
This is an exciting chance for the right person to be 
involved in a dynamic group using a wide variety of 
the latest in IT technology and systems to support the 

functions of this marine science institute.
For further information and to apply for this position 
online, go to:  www.smi.ac.uk Alternatively, please 
write to: Human Resources, IT Support Analyst (Job 
Ref. D18/11.SG), The Scottish Association for Marine 
Science, Scottish Marine Institute, Oban, Argyll, PA37 
1QA or e-mail recruitment@sams.ac.uk   

Closing date: Monday 16th January 2012
Interviews will be held on Wednesday 25th January 2012

SAMS is a registered Scottish charity (SC 009206), 
has an equal opportunities policy and welcomes 
applications from all sections of the community.

IT Support 
Analyst

Salary £19,203 - £22,739
Fixed term appointment 

for 3 years

PART-TIME ADVERTISING/
ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT

LOCHGILPHEAD OFFICE
A part-time vacancy exists for a responsible, self motivated person able to work 

The duties will include dealing with customers, advising and assisting them with 
their advertising requirements, answering the telephone and carrying out other 

related general administration functions as required.  Training will be given.
The 16 hours per week will be as follows:

Monday: 10a.m. – 4p.m. 
Tuesday: 10a.m. -  5p.m. 

Wednesday: 10a.m. – 12.30p.m.

Friday: 10a.m. – 12.30p.m.
A full current driving licence is essential.

Please apply by email with C.V. and full contact details to: ali@obantimes.co.uk

Diageo Brand Home Seasonal Guides  

Seasonal Vacancies 2012
£7.56 per hour

Tourist Board attraction and the home of Oban Single 
Malt Whisky.

out site tours at Oban Distillery for our visitors in 2012.  
Candidates should possess a high standard of com-
munication and customer service skills with the ability 
to work within a team.
Languages would be an advantage but not essential 
to the role.

work over a 7 day working week and some evening 
work is also integral to this role.
Interested candidates should apply in writing to Andrea 
Verrall, Brightwork Ltd, 209/211 St Vincent Street, 
Glasgow, G2 5QY or submit CV by email to andrea.
verrall@brightworkltd.com.  Closing date for applica-
tions will be 09 January 2012.   Interviews will be held 
locally early 2012.
Brightwork Ltd offers the services of an employment 
agency for permanent work and an employment busi-
ness for temporary work.

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs 
Monday to  Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/02305/PP Amendment to planning permission 
reference 11/00867/PP including relocation 
of access and changes to house design.

Site North West of The 
Parsonage Bonawe Loch 
Etive Argyll and Bute
PA37 1RG

Sub Post Office 
Ledaig

11/02552/PP Erection of extension to dwellinghouse Driftwood Cottage Baugh 
Isle of Tiree Argyll and Bute 
PA77 6UN

Tiree Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

11/02333/LIB Alterations to farmhouse, installation of satellite 
dish, erection of new porch, demolition of 
extension, erection of replacement extension, 
installation of underground gas storage 
and internal works. Alterations to barn, 
installation of biomass boiler and associated 
flue and installation of PV panels. Alterations 
to cottage, installation of PV panels, stove, 
flue, satellite dish and internal works.

Dunstaffnage Mains 
Farmhouse Dunbeg Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 1PZ

Sub Post Office 
Dunbeg

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Refval Proposal Site Address Location Of Plans

11/02370/PP Erection of dwellinghouse with integral garage. Land North West of Museum 
Port Charlotte Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

11/02549/PP Variation of condition 2 of planning permission 
07/01601/DET to allow the annexe to be used 
for self catering/holiday accommodation

1 School Street Port 
Charlotte Isle of Islay 
Argyll PA48 7TW

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website:  
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Dalriada House, Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8ST. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website.
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

OBAN, LORN AND ISLES
WASTE AND BEREAVEMENT SERVICE ARRANGEMENTS FESTIVE PERIOD 
2011-12 OBAN AND LORN
Services as per normal scheduled days will apply for general and recyclable waste collections to Commercial and 
Domestic premises 
Moleigh Civic Amenity Site and Recycling Centre  
This facility will be closed to the public on 1st and 2nd January 2012
Normal opening times and services will apply out with above mentioned dates.

MULL
Services as per normal scheduled days will apply for general and recyclable waste collections to Commercial and 
Domestic premises .
Glengorm Landfill and Waste Transfer Site
This facility will be closed to the public on 1st and 2nd January 2012
Normal opening times and services will apply out with above mentioned dates.

TIREE
Services as per normal scheduled days out with public holidays will apply for general and recyclable wastes to 
Commercial and Domestic premises .
Civic Amenities and Recycling Site will be closed 1st Jan – 3rd Jan 2012
Normal opening times and services apply out-with these dates

COLL
Civic Amenities and Recycling Site
Normal opening times and services apply to Commercial and Domestic premises.

COLONSAY
Civic Amenities and Recycling Site
Normal Thursday opening times and services apply to Commercial and Domestic premises .

BEREAVEMENT SERVICES
Limited Service 
Saturday 31st December 2011 conditions and additional charges apply.
No Service
Sunday 1st to Tuesday 03 January 2012 
Normal Service resumes Wednesday 04th January 2012

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 

them, may be examined between the hours of  9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday 
(excluding public holidays) at the AREA PLANNING AND BUILDING STANDARDS 

OFFICE,  FULTON HOUSE, GORDON SQUARE, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6XY; online 
at www.highland.gov.uk and, where given, the alternative location(s). 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below 
within the time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a 
representation about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be 
disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of representations in 

respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number

11/03548/FUL

11/04487/PIP

11/04498/PIP

11/04570/FUL

11/04586/FUL

11/04624/FUL

11/04625/FUL

11/04640/PIP

Development Address

Land at Beinn Bhuidh
Ardslignish
Acharacle

Plot 1 Garden Ground 90m
West of Ardleven
26B Glencoe

Plot 2 Garden Ground 45m
West of Ardleven
26B Glencoe

7 Cameron Brae
Kentallen
Appin

Garradh Mhor
North Ballachulish
Onich
Fort William

Site 40m North of
Silversands
2 Portnaluchaig
Arisaig

The Boathouse
Carsonach
Onich

Land 30m South East of
Robren
Glenfinnan

Proposal Description

Erection of 67m high wind
turbine, associated site
access track and connection
building

Erection of house (renewal
of 08/00338/OUTLO)

Erection of house (renewal
of 08/00339/OUTLO)

Erection of house
(amended design to
02/00100/FULLO)

Annexe/extension to house

Erection of house

Upgrade existing
access track

Erection of house (renewal
of 08/00342/OUTLO)

Alternative locations
where application 
may be inspected

Lochaber Area Planning &
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning &
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning &
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning &
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning &
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Mallaig Service Point
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning &
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

Lochaber Area Planning &
Building Standards Office
(14 days)

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX

Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

PUBLIC NOTICES

RECRUITMENT

CALEDONIAN Marts (Stirling) Ltd had 
forward 1767 prime lambs and 253 cast 
ewes and tups forward at Stirling last 
Tuesday when lambs were up 7.6p per 
kilo on the week and 17p per kilo on the 
corresponding sale last year.

Lambs averaged 205.1p per kg and sold 
to a top of 250p per kilo or £105.50 for 
Beltex’s from D C & R S Taylor, Easter 
Ochtermuthill.

Suffolks sold to £104, also from Easter 
Ochtermuthill, while Beltex crosses 
from Meikle Seggie fetched £103.50. 
Continental crosses from Blackburnhall 
sold to £100

Export ewes averaged £52.54 (-69p) 
selling to £68.50 from G McKellar, 
Ardacheranmore while heavy ewes aver-
aged £86.67 (+£10.60) selling to £123.50 
for Texels from J Stewart, Blackburnhall 
House.

Tups  averaged £66.15 (+£7.98) selling 
to £99.50.

664 store lambs and feeding sheep when 
lambs averaged £63.89  and sold  to £82 
for Beltex crosses from JG & K Graham, 
Easterton.

Ewes  sold to £50 for Suffolks from 
from Bower Park.

UNITED Auctions sold 204 cattle and 
6,018 sheep at Stirling last Wednesday.

Bullocks averaged 187.49p (-0.81p) and 
sold to 205.90p per kg for a 391kg Aber-
deen Angus cross from Hallmyre Mains 
and £980 for a 478 kg Aberdeen Angus 
cross from Graystale.

Heifers  averaged 184.49p (-3.85p) 
and sold to 198.30p per kg for a 348kg 
Charolais cross from Graystale and £780 
for a 447kg Aberdeen Angus cross from 
Hallmyre Mains.

Forward cattle  averaged 159.18p and 
sold to 169.50p  per kg  and £1275 for a 
Simmental cross from Clova Farms.

Cast cows  averaged 115.30p and sold to 
164.40p and £1325 for a Aberdeen Angus 
cross from Quixwood.

Over 30 Month bulls sold to 112.6p 
per kilo and £1335 for a Simmental from 
Forter.

Suffolk cross lambs from East Mains 
sold to £77.50 with Suffolk crosses from 
Cleughead to £76.50. 

Clockan sold Cheviots to £79  and Cleug-
head also sold Texel crosses to £79, with 
Longfauld selling Texel crosses to £74. 

Mules from Weels sold to £62, while Old 
Spittal sold Blackfaces to £65.

UNITED Auctions sold 6288 prime sheep 
including 4513 lambs, averaging 209.2/kg 
(+18.1p/wk), and 1775 ewes and rams at 
Stirling last Thursday.

Texel lambs from Dalchirla sold to £113 
and 230p per kilo while South Flanders 
sold Sufffolks to £108.50 and Charollais 
to £105.

Luckenburn sold Beltex lambs to £102 
and Ballinloan sold Cheviots to £96. 

Blackface lambs from Connachan 
fetched £93.50.

Texel ewes from Killochries sold to 
£150.50 and Bluefaced Leicesters to 
£99.50 with Forteviot selling Cheviots and 

ewes from Glenhead sold to £83.50.

Sheep trade still on the 
rise at Stirling

United Auctions hold 
weekly sale at Stirling

Prime lambs show 18p per 
kilo increase on week

RESIDENTS of Kilchrenan 
and the surrounding area claim 
they have been kept in the 
dark about a nearby windfarm 
development.

A timber haul route is cur-
rently being constructed by 
Forestry Commission Scotland 
and windfarm engineers Green 
Power to allow a route for timber 
and access to the Carraig Gheal 
windfarm site. 

It is hoped this will lead to 
timber transport avoiding trav-
elling through Kilchrenan.

Poor communication 
But residents of the village 

say communication from the 
windfarm developers is poor 
and have raised concerns 

Kilchrenan. 
Although a meeting was 

recently held in Kilchrenan 

Village Hall last week with 
the police, contractors, Scot-
tish Natural Heritage, Forest 
Enterprise, selected community 
council members, councillors 

Department, residents were not 
invited.

One resident said: ‘One of 
the conditions after the Carraig 
Gheal windfarm was given 
approval was that the public 

would be kept informed of the 

has not happened.

Management Plan, there were 
only supposed to be two en-
trances to the site but now there 
are approximately eight.’

Green Power was contacted 
by The Oban Times for com-
ment but failed to respond by 
the times we went to press.

Kilchrenan residents claim to be in 
the dark over windfarm progress

Barcaldine and Ardchattan primary school children held their annual nativity in St Modan’s Church. The ‘news report’ nativity was a 
great success with plenty of hilarity and a lovely alternative to the traditional nativity. A silver collection of £30 was raised for Mary’s 

Meals.

OBAN and Portree will both 
host public meetings to present 
European proposals for Com-
mon Agricultural Policy (CAP) 
reform.

Senior Scottish Government 

around the country, coming to 
Portree’s Camanachd Shinty 
Club on January 18, then Oban’s 
Corran Halls on February 1, 
starting at 7.30pm.

the European Commission 
proposals, and their likely im-
pact on Scotland, there will be 
a question and answer session.
Although meetings are being 
held around the country to al-
low as many people as possible 
to attend, a podcast will also be 
available to present the plans. 

Rural affairs secretary, 
Richard Lochhead, said: ‘We’re 
determined to get a fair deal for 
Scotland’s farmers in the cur-
rent CAP reform negotiations. 
The formal negotiations have 

begun in earnest and the Scot-
tish Government is working 
hard to ensure that Scotland’s 
voice is heard - both in Brussels 
and Westminster.

‘But it’s also vital that Scottish 
farmers are kept informed about 
the progress of the negotiations 
and have the opportunity to air 
their views. After all, it’s their 
livelihoods that will be directly 
affected.

‘That’s why I have outlined a 

stakeholders and these public 
meetings are a key part of this 
process. 

‘I hope as many people as pos-
sible will take this opportunity to 

might mean for them. I hope to 
be able to attend some of the 
meetings to hear people’s views.’
Farmers throughout Scotland 
will also receive a letter 
from Mr Lochhead shortly 
giving further details about 
the CAP reform proposals.

Oban and Portree to host 
CAP reform meetings

MORE than 1,200 people across 
Argyll and Bute received sup-
port from Skills Development 
Scotland’s careers information, 
advice and guidance services 

Modern apprenticeship 
Furthermore, 252 people 

joined SDS’ national training 
programmes between April to 
September.  This included 187 
people starting a modern ap-
prenticeship, and 65 new starts 
on the organisation’s Get Ready 
for Work, Training for Work and 
Lifeskills programmes.

Anthony Standing, SDS’s 
head of operations for north 
said: ‘We are encouraged with 
the high uptake of our services 
as this demonstrates that SDS 
is successfully delivering pro-
grammes that are meeting the 
needs of people in Argyll and 
Bute.

Commitment 
‘During 2011/12, SDS will 

continue to work closely with 
partners, such as the council, 

Jobcentre Plus and local training 
providers, to increase pathways 
to sustainable employment 
across a wide range of sectors.

‘SDS will also maintain its 
commitment to responding 
to the changing economic 
environment, and has a range 
of initiatives available to assist 
employers and individuals.’

Businesses’ boost
Meanwhile, SDS has reminded 

from the Employer Recruitment 
Incentive that offers companies 
up to £2,000 when they employ 
someone, including when they 
take on an apprentice.

Mr Standing said: ‘Businesses 
of every shape and size can reap 
real rewards from bringing on 
employees to a stage where they 

and understand their employer’s 
needs and aims.’ 

If you are looking for help 
to get in to work or training or 
need advice, call the careers 
helpline on 0800 917 8000.

Training group encouraged 
by uptake in Argyll and Bute
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RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

SUBARU
S & S Services

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR
NEW CAR DEALERSHIP

PLEASE CALL:
01631 568000

West Coast property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk
TO LET
TO LET
OBAN

3 Bedroom 
Furnished House

With garden

5 mins. walk to town centre
No smokers or D.S.S.
References required

£600 pcm + Bills
Entry early January 2012.

Tel: 07770381351

WANTED ADVERTISE
YOUR PROPERTY

FOR THREE WEEKS
IN OUR PROPERTY PAGE

STARTING FROM ONLY £220.

14cm x 3 columns

OPTION 1
3 WEEKS

was £1,670.76

NOW £340

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

3 WEEKS

was £1,193.40

NOW £280

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

OPTION 2
10cm x 3 columns

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERT OR TO 
DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 
TEL MARGARET ON 01631 568000 

OR EMAIL adverts@obantimes.co.uk
offer exclusive to re-sale property only

All adverts include free web listing until sold 7cm x 3 columns

OPTION 3 3 WEEKS

was £835.38

NOW £220

Prices are exclusive 

of VAT

WANTED ALL 
TYPES OF 4 X 4 

VEHICLES
Landrover, Toyota, 

anything considered.  
We also buy non 
runners, accident 

damaged and 
MOT failures, 
instant cash.

Telephone
01250 884306 or 

mobile
07885 203020

2



www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk
NOW ONLINE Advertise your unwanted items in either The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear 

online at . Simply use the coupons on this page or visit the website and input your details there

UNDER

£50
FREE!

TURN YOUR UNWANTED
ITEMS INTO CASH!

YOUR LOCAL WEST HIGHLAND OFFICES:
OBAN : The Oban Times, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

FORT WILLIAM : The Oban Times, Mamore House, The Parade, Fort William PH33 6BA
CAMPBELTOWN : The Campbeltown Courier, Courier Centre, Main & Longrow South, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6AE

LOCHGILPHEAD : Argyllshire Advertiser, Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, Argyll PA31 8NB

Visit the website at 
to input your details and not only will your 

ad appear online but will  also appear 
in the Oban Times, The Campbeltown 
Courier, and The Argyllshire Advertiser 

ITEMS UNDER £50 ARE FREE

PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE MONDAY 4.00pm
NO MORE THAN 25 WORDS PLEASE

ITEM................................................................................................................................................
DESCRIPTION................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................
PRICE ......................................................TELEPHONE.................................................................

ONLY ONE ITEM PER COUPON
FOR MULTIPLE ITEMS INPUT YOUR DETAILS ONLINE AT www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk

alternatively you can fill in the form below 
and hand it in to any of our offices (details below)

Published by Wyvex Media Limited,

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS

YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable 
notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters will 
be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.
8   Errors must be notified to the Publisher in writing within fourteen days of publication.  In no 
circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All 
advertising on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late 
payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the 
bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration 
fee.  In the event of late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given 
and to raise an additional invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised 
with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.

The Oban Times
PREPAID

ADVERTISING
RATES

Lineage Rates
Minimum charge £13.85+VAT

(up to 25 words)
thereafter £2.70 per line

Box Number Fee £5.50 (+VAT)
Births, Engagements, Marriages, 

Deaths and Acknowledgments
Minimum charge £12.80 (+VAT)
thereafter £2.50 per line (+VAT)

In Memoriam:
Minimum charge £9.45(+VAT)

thereafter £2.00 per line (+VAT)

See Trade Classified Page for 
Rates

£9.63 per single column 
centimetre

Recruitment:
£16.55 per single column 

centimetre
Public Notices:

£10.90 per single column 
centimetre
Properties

£10.50 per single column 
centimetre

Private Accommodation
to Let/Wanted

£10.50 per single column 
centemeter

(all rates exclusive of VAT)
Personals:

£7.42 per single column 
centimetre

Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to
The Oban Times, P.O. 

PA34 4HB
www.obantimes.co.uk

A TOUCH OF SCOTLAND 
EVERY WEEK!

The Oban Times
SUBSCRIPTION RATES

U.K ........................... £58.00
 ........ £100.00

 P.O. Box 1
 Oban, Argyll, 

PA34 4HB

WJS
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

Tel: 07920 111400 or 01852 300077
email:wilhelmsander@btinternet.com

Project Management • General Building 
Groundworks • Drainage • Mini Digger Hire

carpentry & joinery

Ruaraidh Neish: 07821 582742
Ricky Duffy: 07923 223668
Email: tree.monkeys@yahoo.co.uk

All aspects of tree work...
• Felling
• Pruning
• Dismantling
• Windblown
• Tree Removal

Fully Certified and Insured

LOCAL SAWMILL
 OAK,  ELM AND EUROPEAN LARCH

£45 per 1/
2
  Tonne, £85 per Tonne

TELEPHONE: 01631 569937  •   07881 418565

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

Orders
You can order photographs
published in this newspaper

Order from the relevant offices by filling in the coupon 
below, quoting the code, shown alongside the picture

Name .........................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................

Picture code Date of Paper
A5

No. of copies
£4.41 per photograph (inc.vat)

A4
No. of copies

£6.76 per photograph (inc.vat)

Total

Payment can be made in cash or by cheque, (cheques to be made out to
Wyvex Media) To cover postage and packing 1 to 3 photos £1.30 extra charge,

4 to 5 photos £1.60 charge.  Anymore is an extra £2 charge

The Oban Times
PO Box 1, Oban

Argyll,
PA34 4HB

Tel: 01631 568000

The Oban Times
Mamore House
Fort William,

PH33 6BA
Tel: 01397 703003 

Campbeltown Courier
Courier Centre
Campbeltown,

PA28 6AE
Tel: 01586 554646

Argyllshire Advertiser
Argyll Street
Lochgilphead

PA31 8NB
Tel: 01546 602345

A5 photograph: £4.41
A4 photograph: £6.76

Please send/bring your order to:

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES
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 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

JOE BROWNS LADIES 

 DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

VAX CARPET 
SHAMPOOER Boxed as 

 DOMESTIC PETS
GERMAN SHEPHERD 

homes only. To register 

HALF SIAMESE 

 FIREWOOD

 GARDEN

heavy duty 4 arm rotary 

variable height .Has no 

 HEALTH AND
FITNESS

treadmill, heart rate 
monitor, hand sensors, 

 HOME
ENTERTAINMENT

RECORDER Sony 

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 

abroad. Order on-line at 

OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 

 MISCELLANEOUS
WELL ROTTED HORSE 

WILLOW RODS FOR 

 PRINTING AND
STATIONERY

ENVELOPES Wide range 

individually or by the 

WANTED



OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

Alistair MacLean
Master Sculptor
Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
Design and prices on request

LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN ANY CEMETERY

TEL: 01631 563123 / 565269
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Follow us on 

facebook

www.facebook.

com/obantimes

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Sunday 1 January 2011

Christmas 1
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion........ 08.00
Sung Eucharist............. 10.15

Loop System
Large Print Hymn Books

All Welcome
Norman MacCallum,

Provost.
(01631) 562323

St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Mattins ......................... 11.00

St Columba, 
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist ............. 10.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 1 January 2011

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

GRADUATIONS

CHARITY DONATIONS

FOR THE BLIND 
CHILDREN OF

SCOTLAND’S ACADEMIC 
TUITION AT THE ROYAL 
SCHOOL IN EDINBURGH
 Please give your financial
support by donation, deed of
covenant or legacy
 Please send to Appeals
Department, Highland 
Arts Effort, Royal Blind  
Asylum School, P.O. Box 
500, Gillespie Crescent, 
Edinburgh, EH10 4HZ

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
David Mudie (Treasurer)

Oban Hospice Ltd
The Croft
Kilmore

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House
North Avenue , Clydebank

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Anna Kennedy, graduated from Stow College, Glasgow 
with an HND in Musical Theatre, she is the daughter of 
Colleen Kennedy, Tigh Darach, Locheilside and Angus 
Kennedy, Guisach Terrace, Corpach and grand daughter 
of Mr and Mrs Hugh Ryan, Crown Cottages, Banavie 
and Mrs S Kennedy, Caol and the late Mr A Kennedy 
Edinburgh. Anna is a former pupil of Banavie Primary 

and Lochaber High School.

Sharon Johnstone recently graduated from Stirling 
University with a diploma in Adult Nursing.  Sharon 
is a former pupil of Lochnell Primary and Oban High 
Schools.  Daughter of Matthew and Jeannie, Dunbeg.

MEMORIALS

BIRTHS
McLAUGHLIN - David 
and Briony (nee Liddell) 
a son  Isaac Patrick on  
December 18, 2011 in 
Edinburgh, a brother to 

to Stella Leitch and 
step-grandpa Donald, 
Kilchrenan.

RUBY WEDDING

DEATH
ANNAN -  On  December 
26, 2011, peacefully at 
Glenaray Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital, Lochgilphead, 
John Campbell Annan, 
in his 82nd year, beloved 
husband of Agnes Gillies, 
much loved Dad of Fiona 
and the late Sheila, dearly 
loved Pa of Louise, Megan 
and Camille.Funeral serv-
ice at Ardrishaig Parish 
Church, on Friday  Janu-
ary 6, at 11am, interment 
thereafter at Achnabreac 
Cemetery, to which all 
family and friends are re-
spectfully invited. Flowers 
or collection if desired for 
Mid Argyll Stroke Club.
DUNCAN  -  
Elizabeth (Betty)
Peacefully, at Royal 

December 22, 2011.  Betty 
much loved mum of Janet 
and dearly loved granny 
of Carina, Hayley and 
Amanda.  Funeral service 
will be held at The Church 
of Scotland, Glencruitten 
Road, Oban, on 
Wednesday, December 28, 

only please, there will be a 
retiring offering in aid of 
Alzheimer’s Scotland.
MACLEOD -  Stella 
(nee Lawrence) Torosay 
Court, Oban, passed away 
peacefully at Lorn and 
Islands District Hospital 
on December 22 aged 
91 years. Much loved 
mother of Alistair and 
Diane (Dunolliebeg Farm), 
grandmother of Justine, 
James, Lorna and Fiona.
Great grandmother of 

Calum, Reece, Hannah, 
Max and Euan. Sadly 
missed. Funeral Service 
at Cardross Crematorium 
December 29 at 12.15pm.
REDFERN – Willie died 

December 25, 2011 with his 
family by his side, beloved 
husband of Elizabeth and 
dearly loved dad of Joan.  A 
dear brother, brother-in-law 
and uncle.  Sorely missed.  
Funeral service at Nether 
Lochaber Church, Onich on 
Friday, December 30, 2011 
at 12 noon.  Donations if 
desired to Breatheasy Oban 
(BLF).

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

MACLEAN – The family 
would like to thank family, 
friends and neighbours for 
the kind expressions of 
sympathy shown to us in 
our sad loss of our mother 
Rose.  Special thanks to 
Rev Jeff MacCormack for 
the beautiful service.  Also 
the organist for lovely 
music, to Jim and Ian for 
their handling of funeral 
arrangements, Soroba Hotel 
for refreshments, all who 
paid their respects at the 
church and graveside and 
who generously donated to 
the Salen Church Fund of 
£300.

IN MEMORIAM
CAMERON – In loving 
memory of our dear dad, 
papa, great-grandpa John, 
who passed away on 
January 4, 2011.
You were always there for 
us Dad 
With many words of 
wisdom and always lots of 
fun
Was a sad time when you 
passed away
But we know you are happy 
now
Because you’re with Mum.
- Love Kathleen, 
Hughie, Cameron, Lynn, 
Duncan, wee Freya 
xxxxxx
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Liz, who died so suddenly 
on December 26, 1998.
Close in my heart your 
memory is kept
To love, to cherish and 
never forget.
- Cammie.
LAMONT – In loving 
memory of my dear Willie 
who passed away suddenly 
on New Years Eve 2005.
Always in my thoughts
-Mary
MACCALLUM – In 
loving memory of our dear 
mother Henrietta (Babs) 
MacCallum died December 
30, 2010.
Always in our thoughts.
- Love Ian, Eleanora, 
Roberta and Nicol.
MACCALLUM- In loving 
memory of my adored 
grandmother, Henrietta.
Cherished thoughts
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Robert.
MACLELLAN – In loving 
memory of our grandson 
and nephew Christopher 
Allan who went to Heaven 
on January 1, 1991.
Always in our hearts and 
thoughts.
- Granny, Seanair (Eriskay), 
Auntie Fiona, Uncle Allan 
and families.
MACNAUGHTON – In 
loving memory of our mum 
Connie.
Dear are the memories
Precious they stay
No passing of time
Can take them away.
All our love.
- Heather, Gary, grand and 
great-grandchildren.

MACNICOL - In loving 
memory of my mother 
Catherine, who died on  
January 1, 1973, at Bridge 
of Earn also my grand-aunt 
Mina (Topsy) MacKenzie, 
who died at P.R.I. on 
December 3, 1981 and my 
cousin Nancy Craik, who 
died  on October 30, 1992, 
(all from Dalmally) and  
Flora MacCallum, who 
died on November 9, 2002, 
a very dear friend and all 
other families gone before 
and after these dates. Ach 
Buidheachas do’n ti is 
aird air son nath beatha, 
mhaireannach, s’an gaol ah 
thug sibh ghònhsa. Bithidh 
rinn sòleasach dailann.  
God pray for them and all 
ones gone before and after.
- Inserted by Seumas, son, 
grand-nephew, cousin and 
friend. Perth.
MACTAGGART – In 
loving memory of my dear 
wife Ella, who died on 
December 28, 1986.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Duncan
McLEISH – In loving 
memory of my dear mum 
Morag who passed away 
January 3, 2011.
Those we love don’t go 
away
They walk with us every 
day.
Also remembering my 
sister Cathy and brother 
Archie.  R.I.P.
- Christine and family.
MORRISON – In loving 
memory of Mary, a dear 
sister, aunt and great-aunt 
who passed away on 
January 1, 2008.
Always in our thoughts.
- Katie and family.
MUNN - In loving memory 
of Mary Anne, a much 
loved mother, mother in 
law and granny who died 
at her home on  December 
28, 2008.
 Always in our thoughts 
Loved and remembered 
today and always
- Neil and Mairi-Anne
Happy memories of 
granny
- Kieran, Kyle and Ryan

DAVIES – HILL
On December 30, 1971 

Inveraray, June to Ken, 40 
Glencruitten Drive, Oban.

IT IS to Julius Ceasar that we owe the 
existence of the Leap Year.

He it was who, in 46BC, reformed 
the old Roman calendar adding one 
extra day every fourth year to take 
account of the fact that the Earth took 
365 days and six hours to circle the 
sun. This was done by doubling the 
sixth day before the Calends of March.
This year was called bisextile.

Not that simple
As every schoolboy (and girl) 

probably knows, you can determine 
if a year is a Leap Year by dividing 
it by four. However, things are not as 
simple as that.

In 1582, Pope Gregory XIII further 
adjusted the calendar taking into 
account the fact that even Caesar’s 
calculations were somewhat out. By 
Gregory’s calculations, years divis-
ible by 100 did not qualify, so ‘century 
leap years’ were disregarded, which is 
why, although 1896 was a leap year, 
1900 was not.

However the plot thickens.
-

cient to bring the calendar accurately 
into line with the facts of astronomy.
Gregory further declared that ‘century 
leap years’ that were divisible by 400 
could qualify for the extra day. Hence 

the year 2000, beginning of the new 
millennium, was a leap year. This 
rule means that only comparatively 
few ‘new century years’ can be leap 
years - after 2000, the next one will 
not occur until the year 2400 .

Russian revolution
This adjustment of the calendar 

was not universally accepted by the 
then civilised world. Britain in fact 
refused to countenance it until 1752, 
by which time the error had mounted 
to eleven whole days. At a stroke, the 
3rd September 1752 became the 14th 
September, and caused riots amongst 
the populace convinced they had had 
their lives commensurately shortened.
There was even a popular song writ-
ten called, ‘Give us back our eleven 
days’, Russia was even more resistant 
and didn’t accept the change until the 
October revolution of 1917.

The name ‘Leap Year’ is thought 
to have derived from the fact that 
the intercalary (extra) day, called 
‘bisextus’ or ‘Leap Day’ that is added 
to the month (February), is not simply 
pushed on one day of the week as in 
other years, but leaps over one day 
additional!

There have been many odd beliefs 
and customs built around Leap Years.

February 29th is said to be a very 
bad day on which to send love let-
ters. However, quarrels made up and 
apologies offered on this day should 
tie the contenders as friends for life.

One tradition that has endured for 
many hundreds of years and which 
is still occasionally practised is that 
governing marriage proposals. It has 
long been permitted for the lady to 
‘pop the question’ on February 29th.

There are stipulations however.
Traditionally she should wear a red 

has in mind and should carry an open 
fan. The man of course, does not have 
to accept but, if he refuses, he has tra-
ditionally been expected to pay over a 
forfeit. This varies depending on the 
part of the country involved and can 

kid gloves.
Some authorities maintain that 

promises made on Leap Day must 
be kept if the maker of the promise 
doesn’t wish to fall victim to some-
thing extremely nasty before the next 
Leap Day.

However, secrets told on this day 
need not be kept - unless of course, a 
promise is involved.

You have been warned!

MANY PEOPLE consider the New 
Year holiday to be the one time when 
you stay at home for the celebrations.
However, there is a growing school of 
thought that advocates going away for 
a short winter holiday, and this year, a 
New Year holiday, could be the ideal 
pick-me-up for yourself and the fam-
ily - or a break away at a time of year 

There are several choices open to 
the New Year traveller. With many 
well-priced and several heavily 
discounted late, or last minute, deals 
on the market. First however, one 
must decide whether the holiday is 
to be a short break in the UK or an 
opportunity to sample turning the 
year with a tan.

Throughout Britain, many hotels 
offer festive entertainment pro-
grammes alongside equally special 
catering. Bookings can cover New 
Year’s Day, and several days into 
the new year if you wish, and will 
include several evening functions as 
well as normal board and seasonal 
foods. Because this time of the year 
offer an opportunity for parents to re-
lax, kids are usually well catered for, 
and if the hotel includes a ‘nanny’ or 
baby-minding service, there is ample 
opportunity for adults to get out on 
their own from time to time to join 
the evening festivities.

Overseas, broadly similar arrange-

or ferry arrangements are normally 
included in the holiday package. If 
you do go abroad, you may have a 
choice of traditional New Year cel-
ebrations, or one that is purely local 
to the region you are visitong. Or you 

and match’ vacation where you can 
experience the unfamiliar customs of 
the country in which you are staying, 
whilst at the same time, being sure of 
the familiarly traditional celebrations 
you would expect to come across at 
home.

Again, many European hotels 

are happy to cater for children and 
provide some ‘listening’ services. It 
is however wise to make sure of this 
in advance, before you make your 
booking.

Of course you can ignore the fact 
of New Year if you wish. Some tour 
companies put on special winter tours 
that cover a number of countries and 
deal with New Year as it comes along.
These can be very happy experiences 
as there is always an element of sur-
prise and the unexpected.

Winter sports around New Year 
is another favourite. This year, the 
weather has been fairly changable 
but is forecast to be cold enough 
to produce ideal skiing conditions 
at several of the Scottish centres, 
however, weather conditions are, at 
best, unpredictable, and it is always 
besy to check with the centre direct.
If you are not prepared to take the 

to the traditional European winter 
sports centres. Northern Scandinavia 
can usually be relied upon to provide 
the right conditions as can parts of 
North American and Canada. Obvi-

rather more expensive, but there 
are good value packages on offer as 
well as some fairly special, seasonal 
‘bargain’ deals.

If you want to escape Scotland’s 
winter weather, how about a New 
Year cruise, perhaps in the Carib-
bean? It could include trips to see 
the rain forests in South America, 
the Inca ruins in Peru or the Aztec 
remains in Mexico. You could the 
whole hog, head for Australia or New 
Zealand and enjoy a New Year beach 
barbie? With Australia only just over 
a day away by plane, it is now well 
within reach of even the least intrepid 
holiday maker.

This year, if Hogmanay at home 
is beginning to pall, think seriously 
about a seasonal holiday break. It 
could set you up for the challenges 
ahead!

Beware - 2012 is a Leap Year

Julius Ceasar reformed the old Roman calendar adding one extra day every fourth year

Banavie Primary School pupils performed a traditional nativity play telling the story of Jesus’ 
birth in Bethlehem in front of teachers, parents and friends in a packed school hall for their recent 

Christmas show.

At Spean Bridge Primary School, the children performed in their individual class groups for their Christmas concert.  The nursery gave an endearing performance of ‘Little Baby 
Jesus’ and ‘When Santa got Stuck Up The Chimney’ The primary children performed various Christmas songs and poems, and the audience were treated to wonderful instrumen-

tal music, played by some very talented children from P5, P6 and P7.

It’s not too late to get away 
for Hogmanay in the sun

Many late, or last minute, deals
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BOXING

MOUNTAIN FESTIVALLOVERS of Lochaber’s rugged 
peaks can look forward to an 
exciting programme of events at 
the 2012 Fort William Mountain 
Festival, which will take place 
throughout Lochaber from 
Wednesday 15 to Sunday 19 
February.

Full details of the eleventh 
festival programme will not 
be announced until January, 
but organisers have promised a 

screenings and workshops for 
residents and visitors who want 
to learn about and celebrate 
mountain culture during the best 
winter walking and climbing 
conditions of the year.

Presented by the Outdoor Capi
tal of the UK, festival highlights 
will include a special musical 
performance of a unique, con
temporary piece called ‘Black 
Snows’ by Ardgour’s Mary 
Ann Kennedy at the opening 
night at Nevis Range. Mountain 
bike legend Steve Peat will also 
attend.

Experienced Arctic explorer 
Bob Shepton will talk on his 
breathtaking sailing and big 
wall climbing expedition in 
Greenland at the mountaineer
ing night, which will also feature 

MacLeod’s incredible 1,000ft 
ascent of St Johns Head on Hoy.

New programme will allow youngsters 
to get involved
in boxing

A SOUTH Lochaber boxing 
club is hoping to attract more 
local youngsters to the sport 
after receiving money from the 
Scottish Government to set up a 
new youth programme.

Lochaber Amateur Boxing Club 
(NLABC) have been awarded a 
share of funding from Cashback 
for Communities to start an 
‘amateur boxing academy’ in 
the village. The scheme will aim 

sport.
The free sessions will involve 

shadow boxing, drills, pads and 
punch bag training to teach the 
young academy trainees about  NLABC head coach Kevin Sweeney training with middleweight Nathan McDade. 20_f52boxing01

stances, guards, punching com
binations and ring craft, without 
involving them in any sparring.

The programme will involve 
two stages of assessment at open 
shows and incentives to compete 

water bottles and bags. NLABC 
has been provided with new 
equipment and funding to run 

starts in early 2012. Cashback 
for Communities directs money 
generated through crime back 
into Scottish communities.

Head coach Martin Glenesk 
told The Oban Times: ‘As well 
as being good fun, these sessions 
will teach them core values such 

and the importance of maintain
ing a healthy diet and balanced 
lifestyle.’

He continued: ‘The Cashback 
for Communities funding gives 
us the opportunity to welcome 
more young people into a safe 

the core values of boxing. It 
also provides a pathway for 
those who aspire to compete 
at a higher level, or who wish 
to get involved with coaching, 

involvement.’
The sessions will be run from 

the club’s gym in Kinlochleven 
Business Park on Wednesday 
afternoons. For further details, 
contact head coach Martin 
Glenesk on 07776 477 930, email 
the club at netherlochaberabc@
yahoo.co.uk or see the club’s 
Facebook page.

‘The Cashback for Communities funding 
gives us the opportunity to welcome 
young people into a safe environment’

The players line up before the President’s XV challenge match. f52rugby01

FORT WILLIAM take on 
Clachnacuddin for the second 
time in a week at Claggan Park 
tomorrow night with revenge on 
their minds after being handed a 

Turning that result on its head 
is a big ask – but an even bigger 
problem could be the playing 
surface, which in recent weeks 

more than a football pitch.
Fort are already several games 

behind their rivals, partly due 

through ice, show or rain.

this season, most notably in 

November 12.
But building any kind of mo

mentum has proved impossible 
through games being called off 
and, as a consequence, vital 

With Claggan Park water
logged, Conlon’s squad have 

pitch at Lochaber High School in 

The coach said: ‘That’s four 
weeks now without kicking a 
ball, so we’re concerned about 

Those words proved prophetic 
against Clach on Friday night 

defeat at Huntly on November 
26.

The teams were playing for the 
inaugural Simon Shields Memo

LOCHABER rugby players past 
and present took to a rain soaked 
Banavie pitch to shake of the 
Christmas cobwebs at the annual 

The adverse weather condi
tions saw play restricted play 
to 20 minutes in each half, with 
both the President’s XV and the 
Captain’s XV getting a chance 
to play with the howling wind 
behind them. 

The President’s XV took an 

managing risk and recklessness 
at the climbing night, while the 

from around the world will be 
screened at the Best of Banff 
Mountain Film Festival World 
Tour Film Night.

Other events include workshops 
in mountain skills, avalanche 
awareness, winter walking and 
winter climbing in the Outdoor 
Capital and indoor climbing and 
ice climbing at Kinlochleven’s 
Ice Factor. 

The winner of the 2012 Scot
tish Award for Excellence in 
Mountain Culture will also be 
announced during the festival.

Previous winners who have 
been recognized for their out
standing contribution to moun
tain culture include: Ian Sykes 
(Spike) (2011), Jimmy Marshall 
(2010), Richard Else (2009) and 

Meanwhile, the Fort Wil

competition has opened for 
entries. Filmmakers are invited 
to enter their mountain culture 
related work by January 16. 
Winners will be announced 
during the festival. Full details 
at http://www.mountainfestival.

early lead when Adam Mercer 
crossed the try line, and were 
pegged back before half time 
through Connor Taylor.

Level
 The President’s XV again took 

the lead in the second half but the 

a late try from the Captain’s XV, 
with some onlookers suggesting 
they had a little help from referee 
Gary Hendrie.

Ian Smith, who played for the 

Captain’s XV, told The Oban 
Times the pitch was ‘holding 
water like a lake’. He said: ‘We 
managed to score just before the 

each other and decided it was 
time for a pint. After the game 
we went inside the clubhouse, 
turned on the music and had 
some food and drinks.’

RUGBY

Rugby players shake off
the Christmas cobwebs

dump former teammates
rial Cup, a trophy created in 
memory of the talented defender 
who played for both teams and 
died in June from lung cancer, 
aged only 23.  

Former Star
And it was another former 

Fort star, Sam Urquhart, who 
shone for the Lilywhites as he 

performance.
Urquhart had Clach ahead after 

his tally shortly after when he 
nodded home a corner.

harboured second half hopes 
of a comeback, but Chris Ross 
snuffed those out when he netted 
on 55 minutes.

free kick past trialist goalkeeper 

And ring rusty Fort’s night of 
misery was complete as sub Paul 
Brindle bundled the ball home at 
the back post.

Sam Urquhart, left, in action for Fort William last season: scored a 
hat-trick against his former club.

Exciting programme 
at Fort William
Mountain Festival

WIN
£1350

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre 
of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter 
on separate coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 

increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be 
in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes 

of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, 
no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 
Office, Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters 

relating to the competition and no correspondence 
will be entered into. The final decision rests with the 
Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the 

jackpot will be shared equally between all winning 
entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding of a 
prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the 

competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 

relatives and any person otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

..................................................................................

....................................Tel No...................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

WEEK 2 OF 2

To allow for the 
festive holidays spot 

the ball is running 
for 2 weeks

The deadline for entries 
is 12 noon, Tuesday 3rd 

January 2012 

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
UNBEATABLE 
CITY BREAKS
Our insiders’ 
guides to 
the best of 
Scotland’s 
cities

READ...
THE TRAIN 
TUNNEL 
FROM 
STRANRAER 
TO BELFAST
A year on: 
Linda Norgrove’s parents
FREE 44 PAGE
HOMES & GARDENS DIRECTORY
A new era for Rosslyn Chapel
MEET THE REAL CATRIONA SHEARER
Ten miracle hangover cures!
ROSHVEN, LOCHAILORT: HOUSE OF DREAMS

SUBSCRIBE...
CHOOSE FROM ONE OF OUR 3 AMAZING 
CHRISTMAS SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS GO TO 
WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK/CHRISTMAS

Win£3,000 ofluxury breaks

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Spot theSHINTY BALL
Competition

OT
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

OT

OBAN Saints youth teams will 
get back in action after the 
Christmas and New Year break 

Saturday 7 January - Under 
15s v Allander Colts.
Sunday 15 January - Under 

13s v Clydebank BC; Morton 
BC v Under 14s; Strathleven v 
Under 16s.
Everybody at the club wish 

their supporters and sponsors 
the compliments of the season.

Saints’ youth  team 
fixtures

THE Scottish Amateur Cup 
4th round tie between Dynamo 
East Kilbride and Oban Saints, 
which has been postponed three 
times due to the pitch at Bran-
cumhall in East Kilbride being 
unplayable, has been switched 
to Oban.

The game is now scheduled to 
take place on Saturday 7 Janu-
ary at Glencruitten with a 2pm 
kick-off.

Saints secretary David 
Buchanan was delighted that the 
tie had been switched to Oban. 

secretary Derek Bell and he 
was very co-operative and after 
discussions with his players they 
have decided to come to Oban in 
an effort to get the game played.

had to go before Scottish Cup 
secretary George Watson and 
he was delighted to ratify the 

FOOTBALL

Weather
Thursday Light rain.
 Winds strong, westerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 7ºC
Friday Light rain
 Winds light, south, south easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC.
Weekend Light rain.
Outlook Winds moderate, south westerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 10ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 29, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  02.32 1.0 08.26 3.9 15.02 1.3 20.32    3.5
Fri  03.13 1.2 09.06 3.7 15.43 1.5         21.08   3.3
Sat  03.55 1.4 09.47 3.5 16.27       1.7       21.48     3.2
Sun  04.40 1.6 10.36 3.3 17.17       1.9       22.36     3.0
Mon  05.31 1.8 11.40 3.1 18.13 2.0 23.46     2.9
Tues  06.31 2.0 13.14 3.1 19.17 2.0 **.**    *.*
Wed  01.28 3.0 07.43 2.0 14.36 3.1 20.22     1.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

9

10

FRIDAY

9

WOMEN’S SHINTY

Saints’ Scottish Cup tie switched to Oban
change of venue. The incentive 
for the winners of this game is a 
home tie in the 5th round of the 
national competition against top 

-

etoun from Ayr. Saints have done 
well in the Scottish Amateur 
Cup, which has an annual entry 

of over 600 teams, reaching the 
last eight of the competition on 
two occasions.

Eddlewood, again away from 
home.

The winners of the Myre 
Athletic v Oban Saints West of 
Scotland Cup 3rd round tie have 
been given a home game in the 
4th round against one of the cup 
favourites Knockentiber from 
Ayrshire and the Oban side have 
been drawn away to Glencastle 
Sparta in the 1st round of the 
Jimmy Marshall Trophy.

Dates for these cup ties have 
still to be arranged. 

Due to the school being on 
holiday the Oban Community 
3G pitch, where Saints normally 
train is closed and doesn’t re-
open until Monday 9 January, 

two days after the date of the 
Scottish Cup tie.

But the club has arranged for 
the boys to train under the lights 
at the rugby club on Wednesday 
January 4 at 7pm.

have a full squad to chose from 
apart from long term injury vic-
tim Allan MacKay and striker 
Asen Gaydardzhiev, who is 
home in Bulgaria on holiday.

a blessing in disguise that the 
games were off in East Kilbride 
as Ross Maitland and Craig 
MacEwan were struggling with 
injuries and keeper Graham 
Douglas was unavailable waiting 
on the birth of his daughter, but 
all three will now be available 
for selection on January 7.

Iain Jackson.

-
naill Harps is the new president 
of the Women’s Camanachd 
Association (WCA), following 
its recent AGM.

She takes over from out-go-
ing president Karen Cameron, 
who steps down following 
seven successful years.

Fiona comes to the post as 
a seasoned Scotland player 
on the pitch with a wealth of 
shinty, sports development 
and sports administration 
knowledge.  

She currently works as 
administrator at Scottish 
Student Sport in Edinburgh 
and has been coordinating the 

NEXT summer a man is hoping 

successfully swim between the 
Ballycastle coastline, in North-

South African Wayne Soutter 

complete the challenge, which 
has seen many endurance swim-
mers being unsuccessful in the 
past.

The 42-year-old hopes not only 
to achieve this personal goal but 
to raise funds to help the vital 
work of the Community Rescue 

The father of two, who heads 

University Shinty League for 
several years.

Taking on the vice president 
position is seasoned Scottish 

Smith.
Step Down

After an impressive nine-year 
stint on the WCA committee, 
Jane Nicol, of Badenoch and 
Strathspey, is to step down 

was announced as Yvonne 
Connaughton of Tir Conaill 
Harps.

Kirsty Gray will be remain-
ing with the WCA Committee 
but in a new capacity as 

Campbell of Dunadd to take up 

represent her club on the WCA 
Committee.

Finally, Jenny Durkin and 
Sian MacCallum, both of 
Aberdour, were appointed 

Sian focusing mainly on the 
university league, a key area 
of development in the women’s 
game.

committee will take place in 
January 2012.

Changes at the top announced 
at women’s shinty AGM

up a computer software com-
pany, now lives in London and 
has already begun training.

this 10.5 miles swim and many 
would say it simply can’t be 
done.

break this mind-set and at the 
same time help the good work of 
the CRS,’ Wayne said. 

major tidal currents there and 

is Ballycastle.
Last year Wayne conquered 

attempt. The big challenge is 
planned for some time in July, 
August or September when the 

sparse and the seas calmer. 

swimming a stretch of water 
that no one else has managed to 
swim as far as we are aware. To 
me that is a record-breaker. 

The fact that the Straits of 
Moyle are among the most 
dangerous waters on the planet 
is an added plus,’ he said. 

SWIMMING

Ballycastle to Kintyre swim challenge

Oban Celtic Shinty Club held its annual Boxing Day match at Mossfield Stadium when the Old Crocks took on the Young Guns. A close game ended in a 3-2 win for the  
Young Guns thanks to goals from Ally McKerracher, David Hill and Donald Campbell. Netting for the Old Crocks was Donald MacKay with both goals. 16_t52celtic01

Oban Basketball Club held an inter-club 3-on-3 tournament last week at Atlantis Leisure. The 
tournament, which brought the 2011 season to an end, was won by the team of Euan Paterson, 

Travis Smith, Michael Porter and Callum Leitch. 16_t52bball01

Oban High School senior boys won their competition by beating 
Hermitage Academy in the final.

tribute to Oban High School 
principal teacher of PE, Jim Lay, 
was the pre-cursor to a school 

basketball tournament held in 
the town. Secondary school 
pupils from across Argyll and 
Bute enjoyed a fantastic day of 

basketball at the annual Argyll 
and Bute tournament at Atlantis 
Leisure, Oban.  

former pupils were to win the 
boys’ senior and junior events. 
The senior boys, in particular, 
were quick to dedicate their 
win the their former teacher, 
who died suddenly earlier this 
month.

The event was organised by 
Active Schools to give pupils 
who have worked hard at their 
after school clubs throughout 
year the opportunity to enjoy a 
full day of competition.

Hermitage Academy and To-
bermory High School won the 
junior and senior girls events, 
coming out on top in the round 
robin formats.

Organisers thanked Robbie 
Kupris and Chris Campbell from 
Atlantis Lesiure for refereeing 
throughout the day.

BASKETBALL

Tribute to PE teacher Jim Lay

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.

com/obantimes

Willie Young with Scotland football manager Craig Levein.

‘We want people to be more pro-active by 
shouting about what they do in sport locally’

Sport in Argyll and Bute 
looks forward to 2012
departments in having its budget 
cut in 2011, sport in Argyll and 
Bute should look forward to 
2012 – the year of the London 
Olympics – with renewed 
hope and vision, according to 
community sport lead manager 
Willie Young.

Much of this optimism comes 
from the projected attendance 

Champions event in February, 
when more than 500 coaches 

– can sign up to any of the 56 
different courses on offer, from 
football and rugby to triathlon 
and gym instruction. There are 
even courses on child protection, 

25 per cent of those attending 
Coaching Champions are from 
outside Argyll and Bute.

Funding has come from Sport-
Scotland and Argyll College and 
Stramash is assisting with the 
outdoor sports aspect.

Biggest Area

biggest area of our work in com-

our Coaching Champions event 

people to attend. Nowhere in 
Scotland does an event like that 
on such a scale.

-
sion in every club and sport. You 
get people who help out because 

their children are involved, but 
they eventually move on.

have people coming in, because 
that is sadly lacking across the 
country.’

Such is the success of Coach-

year, that it has been awarded 

of the London 2012 Olympic 
Games, the only sports coaching 
course in Scotland to receive 
the honour, which indicates the 
highest quality in sport. 

Willie said there were 800 
places available if all courses 

but added that was unlikely to 
happen.

be that well attended but we 
wanted the choice to be there.

bankers, such as the gym in-
structor and swimming courses, 
both of which are already full for 

As part of the big coaching 
weekend the council will host its 
annual sports coaching awards.

So what are the sports to watch 
out for in 2012 in Argyll? Ac-
cording to Willie, a focus of the 
council will be on gymnastics, 

and legs’.

Argyll and Bute, so we have 
been working with Gymnastics 
Scotland to identify staff who 
can go through the two-year 
coaching course.

come through stage one and 

September 2012.

but if children get gymnastics 
from an early age, the balance 
and co-ordination it provides 
gives them an advantage in other 

in that respect.

which are run by volunteers, are 
growing all the time and one of 
our volunteers, Fee Corner, won 

to be growing arms and legs; 
there is an established club in 
Lochgilphead and the makings 
of one in Oban.

on Kerrera was a phenomenally 
successful event and there is 
a new event in Tighnabruaich 

Campbeltown.

event is so diverse, not restricted 
to the standard sports. We did ta-
ble tennis two years ago and it is 
really taking off. Sometimes you 
get a wee inkling for a particular 
sport and you try to give it the 
potential to grow.’

Project
On the leisure services front, 

the big project for the council 
is the all-weather football pitch 
for Campbeltown, which should 
be ready by June, if work goes 
ahead in February, as planned. 
The £1m project, to be built in 
partnership with SportScotland, 
will be constructed beside Aqua-

librium and means all Argyll’s 
main towns have all-weather 
pitches.

However, charges for these 
pitches will be reviewed in 2012, 

from the facilities. This is likely 
to mean a rise in charges for 
most facilities.

But asked how he would spend 
a hypothetically increased 

communication. There is lots 
going on in Argyll and Bute but 
not everybody knows about it.

pro-active by shouting about 
what they do in sport locally.

moving into the area, or people 
who want to get back into sport, 
to know what is out there for 
them.’
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FORESTRY Commission 
Scotland has expressed its 
condolences following the 
death of forestry worker John 
MacKinnon in an accident in 
woodland off the A87 between 
Kyleakin and Broadford on 
Skye last Thursday.

Mr MacKinnon, aged 65, from 
Crossal, Sligachan, died after 
the forestry harvester he was 
operating came into contact 
with an overhead powerline 
around 1.30pm. The vehicle was 
badly damaged in the resulting 

Power was switched off to 
allow emergency services 
access to the scene, disrupting 
supplies across Skye and the 
Western Isles for a short time.

An FCS spokesman told The 
Oban Times: ‘Our deepest 
sympathies are with Mr 
MacKinnon’s family, friends 
and colleagues at this very 

‘The incident took place 
at Kyle Farm which is on 
the national forest estate. 
Emergency services and FCS 
staff attended the scene shortly 
after the accident. 

‘Police and Health and Safety 
Executive are continuing to 
explore the circumstances 
around the fatality. FCS will 
assist in those enquiries.’ 

A report will be submitted to 
the Procurator Fiscal.

John MacKinnon: died in 
harvesting machine.

Commission
extends
sympathies
to family

VISITORS to the Isle of Rum may have to stay 
in temporary accommodation following concerns 
about the hostel in the island’s Kinloch Castle.

Owners Scottish Natural Heritage says it cannot 
afford the ‘major investment’ needed to fully 
repair and maintain the dry-rot prone sandstone 
building.

SNH has spent more than £1 million on the 
castle in the past few years but despite this the 
accommodation falls short of the standard visitors 
expect of a modern hostel.

Last year SNH announced it may have to close 
the hostel part of the castle within two or three 
years due to increasing upkeep costs and began 
talks with the local community about a possible 
takeover. 

Now the conservation body is considering 
installing ‘high quality temporary visitor 

accommodation’ in case the hostel has to close 
before the community is ready to take on the 
challenge. 

Operations manager Sarah Bentley said: ‘We 
have had numerous problems with the hostel, 
including the discovery of dry rot in part of the 
building, falls and weakness in some of the plaster 

bring them up to a reasonable standard. We are 
therefore exploring the best option to ensure we 
can continue to provide facilities for people to visit 
the island and enjoy the spectacular beauty of the 
national nature reserve and the principal wings of 
the castle. We have been working closely with Isle 
of Rum Community Trust to develop plans for 
longer term accommodation and facilities on the 
island. This is progressing well, with a feasibility 

study due to start in January. However, given time 
scales for funding, planning and construction, it 
is unlikely that any new facility would be ready 
for two or three years.

‘The temporary accommodation will reduce the 
risk of an emergency closure leaving Rum with no 
visitor accommodation. As new accommodation 
develops it will allow us to focus our resources on 
conserving the castle itself.’

Vikki Trelfer, the Isle of Rum Community 

hostel will create space for much-needed business 
opportunities both for private individuals and 
for the community trust to generate an income 
by providing accommodation and services for 
visitors.’

Works are currently being carried out on the 
castle roof as part of SNH’s conservation plan.

Isle of Rum hostel concerns kick-start plans 
for temporary visitor accommodation

A BALLACHULISH woman 
is determined to make 2012 
a ‘breakthrough year’ in her 
recovery from the devastating 
brain haemorrhage which almost 
killed her.

Surgeons at the Southern 
General Hospital in Glasgow 
gave Sheila MacInnes only a 25 
per cent chance of survival when 
she arrived by air ambulance 
from the Belford Hospital in Fort 
William with severe bleeding on 
the brain.

During emergency surgery 
Sheila, aged only 44, suffered 
a larger bleed, and the resulting 
stroke plunged her into a world 
of darkness.

Until then, she was a popular 
manager at Key Housing in Fort 
William, which runs supported 
accommodation for people with 

But unknown to Coatbridge-
born Sheila, she was carrying a 
brain aneurism – a weakness in 
a blood vessel. 

On October 17, 2009, it 
ruptured without warning as 
she and husband Angus boarded 
their motor sailing boat at 
Glencoe. 

‘Sheila said she had a terrible 
headache and said she felt she 
was dying,’ Angus, 46, told The 
Oban Times.

‘I said ‘Sheila, for God’s sake!’ 
then her eyes rolled back and that 
was that. Paul Mills [of Glencoe 
Boat Club] kept her talking and 
the ambulance came to take her 
to the Belford. 

They took a lumbar puncture 

she was taken to the Southern 

United in hope: Sheila, third right, has had huge support from husband Angus, centre, and her family during her recovery. 20_f52sheila01

General by air ambulance.
 ‘After the tests, Sheila actually 

walked out to tell us she was 
going for keyhole surgery to put 
a stent in to stop the weakness 
getting worse.’

Speaking clearly though 
hesitantly, Sheila said: ‘I 
remember Paul talking to me 
– then nothing after that. I don’t 
remember the Belford, I don’t 
remember the helicopter and I 
don’t remember talking about 
the surgery.’

Angus said: ‘During the 
operation, Sheila had a second 
massive bleed and they had to 
open her head up. We did not 
know whether she would live 
or not. The surgeon, Dr Sutner, 
asked me to imagine the size of 
the room, then pointed to a tiny 
box up in the corner.

‘That’s where people that have 
survived this are - and that’s 
where Sheila is,’ he said. ‘I want 

the doubt.’

Pressure on Sheila’s brain built 
up and lumbar punctures were 

Then surgeons told Angus if his 
wife was to have any chance a 

from her brain to her stomach.
The procedure worked and 

slowly Sheila’s understanding, 
speech and mobility returned, 
aided by intensive therapy. After 
two months in the  rehabilitation 

‘It was brilliant,’ Sheila said. ‘I 
said to my physio Karen ‘Oh my 
God, I can walk!’ 

‘They told me to keep going 
and I took more steps. Angus 
was crying when he saw me on 
my feet.’

Six months after the 
haemorrhage, Sheila was back 
home in Ballachulish. Today, 
intensive physio, massage and 
speech therapy continue. Her 
left side is still weak, but she can 
walk fairly well with the aid of 
a stick.

Angus, originally from Eriskay 
and a deck crew rigger on a 
Triton gas collection tanker off 
Aberdeen, has supported Sheila 
throughout.

And at her Key leaving ‘do’ 
in Caol Community Centre two 
months ago, there wasn’t a dry 
eye in the house.

‘I got Sheila up to dance on 

cheering,’ said Angus. ‘It was 
like we were Posh and Becks!’

Asked what advice he would 
have for any other families faced 
with a similar crisis, he added 
simply: ‘Never give up, there’s 
always hope.’

Ballachulish woman back on her feet     
after life-threatening haemorrhage

During the 

operation, Sheila had 

a second massive 

bleed. We did not 

know whether she 

would live or not.        
Angus MacInnes.

2012: Sheila’s 
big year on 
long road    
to recovery

NHS HIGHLAND has hit 
back at criticism from west 
Ardnamurchan campaigners 
who labelled an advert for a new 
district nurse as ‘despicable’ and 
‘misleading’.

West Ardnamurchan 
Community Council (WACC) 
wants a replacement nurse for 
Jessie Colquhoun, who retires 
in February, to be based in 
Kilchoan. But the advert says 
the successful applicant would 
join only a west Lochaber 
team covering from Strontian 
to Mallaig, and would be 
‘encouraged to consider’ living 
in west Ardnamurchan. 

The nurse would also be part 
of a proposed ‘new and exciting’ 
emergency responder scheme 
for emergency and urgent care 
– which WACC claims won’t 

By RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

work as no local people have 
so far signed up. The voluntary 
responders, it says, would 
be left to deal with medical 
emergencies for up to an hour 
until an ambulance arrives.

WACC spokesman Jon Haylett 
told The Oban Times the advert 
was ‘despicable’ and has written 
to local MSPs, councillors and 
Deputy First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon asking them to urge 
NHS Highland to remove it 
pending further talks. 

The letter states: ‘It is very 
important indeed that NHS 
Highland withdraws the 
misleading advertisement for 
the new community nurse until 
SAS can demonstrate that the 

proposed emergency responder 
model has the necessary 
personnel and is both safe and 
sustainable. We have been given 
no evidence that this model 
will work. Those to whom I 
have spoken who are eligible to 
become emergency responders 
are well aware that, with back-up 
so long in coming, they will be 
left with seriously ill or injured 
patients for long periods of time.
The community overwhelmingly 
supports a continuation of the 
district nursing model which has 
operated so effectively here.’

Mid Highland Community 
Health Partnership general 
manager Gill McVicar said 
WACC was invited to contribute 
to the drafting of the advert and 
the recruitment process, but had 
not done so as they wanted the 

new nurse to live in the area and 
to be available 24 hours a day.

She said: ‘At the many 
meetings that we have had, we 
have consistently explained that 
it is not possible to do this due to 
working time issues, professional 
isolation, need for team working, 
the need to split out the different 
nursing roles and other clinical 
governance concerns.

‘The new nurse will be 
encouraged to live locally and 
to participate in the emergency 
responder model, should we be 

to develop a workable rota.’
WACC, NHS Highland and 

the Scottish Ambulance Service 
have been in year-long talks 
about how to deliver out-of-
hours nursing care for the area 
in future.

Nurse advert prompts fury 
from local campaigners 

EXCLUSIVE
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STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Get paid for making your own power
Did you know you can still be paid for generating your own electricity from 

solar panels - and that solar panel systems have never been more affordable?

Don’t miss out on the best solar panel prices we’ve ever offered - and make 

a great tax free return on your investment!

Contact Go Solar Now for your FREE no-obligation solar survey and 
discover how you could benefit from the solar energy boom.

www.GoSolarNow.co.uk
Tel: 0800 148 8682

Prices slashed for 2012Tax
Free!

Have you experienced 
Domestic Abuse?

Lochaber
 Women’s Aid

offer sensitive support 
and advice to women, children 
and young people experiencing 

domestic abuse.

Contact us on: 
Telephone 01397 705734

3 Belford Road, Fort William, PH33 6BT
E-mail:  lwa@btconnect.com

A Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered in Scotland No: SC33

Scottish Charity Number SCO34484

FARM AND HOUSEHOLD STORES

Millburn Road, Inverness T: 01463 222765
E: info@fhstores.co.uk 
W: www.fhstores.co.uk

SALE 
NOW 
ON

up to 
50% discount

FH

(minimum 20% discount). 
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A FORT William man who stole 
£27,900 from his then-partner’s 
bank account has narrowly 
avoided jail.

Gavin MacKinnon, of 72 Blar 
Mhor Road, pled guilty to tak-
ing the cash from various bank 
machines in Lochaber between 
October 21, 2009 and March 
6, 2010. The 26-year-old also 
admitted stealing the woman’s 

bank card and PIN between 
October 21, 2009 and November 
13, 2009.

Missing money
The pair had an informal 

agreement for MacKinnon to 
pay back the money by taking 
on household debts and giving 
regular cash payments. They 
split up earlier this year, leaving 
an outstanding debt of £13,500. 

Fiscal Alison Wylie said the 
woman only noticed the money 
was missing when she tried 
to put a down payment on a 
house.

Sheriff Douglas Small ordered 
MacKinnon to carry out 240 
hours community service and 
repay the remaining money. 
He said: ‘I decided against a 
custodial sentence because of 

the background details of this 
case. You have a job, children to 
support and debts to pay.’ 

MacKinnon also pled guilty 
to behaving in a threatening and 
abusive manner by shouting 
and acting aggressively at the 
woman’s house on December 
20. Sentencing was deferred 
for three months for good 
behaviour.

Fort man took £27,900 from partner’s bank

Kinlochleven’s Ice Factor invests in UK’s longest indoor ski slope

WEST ARDNAMURCHAN 

a blueprint for Scotland’s ferry 
services for 2013-2019 proposed 
reducing the Kilchoan-Tober-
mory link to a passenger only 
service.

If implemented, the recom-
mendation, outlined in the Scot-
tish Ferries Review published 
last week, would leave Lochaline 
as Ardamurchan’s only vehicle 
ferry link to Mull.

Furious Kilchoan residents 
say local tradesmen going to 
jobs Mull would face a 50-mile 
drive to the Lochaline-Fishnish 
ferry, then a further 20 mile-road 

miles from Kilchoan by sea.
The remote Lochaber peninsu-

la’s tourism industry would also 
be badly hit, say locals. 

West Ardnamurchan Commu-
nity Council (WACC) chair-per-
son Rosie Curtis described the 
draft ferry plan as ‘devastating 
news’.

She told The Oban Times:
‘We are going to have to mount 
a campaign to save it – but we 
have been here before.

‘There are local businesses in 
Kilchoan who use the ferry to go 
across to Tobermory – what are 
they going to do? I know of one 

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Rosie Curtis: new battle

farms on Mull – how can he get 
to jobs?

see the ferry as a big issue to the 
area and the impact of this will 
be massive.

‘They say there’s only 5,000 
cars per annum, but that’s be-

cause of the prices they charge.  
Bed and breakfasts here use the 
ferry link as a big promotional 
tool for visitors and the amount 
of trade they could lose is im-
mense. About 80 per cent of 
business that comes into West 
Ardnamurchan is tourism.’

and are preparing a joint com-
munity response to put before 
the government.’

The review states: ‘This 
service does not currently 
carry substantial numbers of 
passengers, certainly compared 
to comparable routes on the 
network. Although it is clearly a 
secondary service in patronage 
terms, it is also an important 
service for the local population, 
in particular people travelling 
from Ardnamurchan.

‘The very low vehicle patron-
age on the route makes the con-
tinued use of a vehicle-carrying 

while a passenger vessel will 
allow existing needs to be met. 
The community is asked for 
their views on these proposals.’

WACC is already battling to 
keep its district nurse-based 
out-of-hours emergency cover, 
which NHS Highland says is 
unsustainable.

New battle 
for Kilchoan 
ferry  link
Ferry Review proposal to 
withdraw car ferry to Mull

GLENELG Primary pupils 
entertained friends, familes and 
school staff at their Christmas 
concert last Tuesday.

Children from classes 5-7 
performed a play ‘Trapped in 
School for Christmas’ written 
by Glenelg classroom assistant, 
Mrs Moira Lane.

The story, about children 

trapped in school by a heavy 
snowfall and in danger of miss-
ing Christmas, saw plenty of 
laughs at the P7 boys dressed up 
as ‘The Mammies’ – and very 
glamorous they were too!

Alternative nativity 
But with help from Santa’s 

Elf, Prancer, Snow Fairies and 
the children’s ‘Daddies’ digging 

them out they all made it home 
in time for Christmas.

In the second part of the 
evening the classes 1-4 
performed ‘Nativity Rock’, 
an alternative version of the 
Nativity where the younger 
children showed their budding 
acting skills and brought a tear 
to parents eyes.

from additional light and sound, 

year. This equipment was 
purchased for community use 
by proceeds from the Glenelg 
Music Festival.

The evening was rounded off 
with refreshment provided by 
parents and the parent council.

P1-4 Glenelg pupils performed ‘Nativity Rock’ in school last week

Nativity Rock as Glenelg goes alternative

THE ICE Factor Mountaineer-
ing Centre at Kinlochleven, 
the home of the world’s largest 
indoor ice climbing wall, has 
purchased SNO!zone, Britain’s 
longest indoor ski slope at Xs-
cape, Braehead, near Glasgow. 

The new owners plan to make 

facility, which initially cost £32 
million.

Upgrading 
Jamie Smith, a well known 

west coast climber and group 

managing director of Ice Fac-
tor International said: ‘We are 
absolutely delighted to make 
this important acquisition and 
are excited at the opportunity 
to improve the experience for 
existing and new customers. 

‘Among our plans is the crea-
tion of an indoor ice climbing 
wall and the upgrading of the 
existing facilities and to embed 
its position as the sixth ski 
resort in Scotland.’

Ian Sykes, Ice Factor Group 

chairman and one of the 
original founders of Nevisport 
and the Nevis Range ski area, 
welcomed the move.

He said: ‘This is a great op-
portunity for Scottish skiing. 
Snozone has already created 

147,000 new skiers and snow-
boarders. 

‘Within the next few years it 
is our intention to open a new 
ice climbing centre in Inver-
ness and plans are already in 
an advanced state for a similar 

facility at Burlington, Vermont 
in the USA.’ 

Work has already started at 
Braehead where there will be 
only small changes until after 
the end of the current ski 
season.

Ullapool harbour 
death man named

Christmas Eve 
shoppers left in 
the dark in Fort

Historical society’s 
first meeting

POLICE have named the 

Ullapool Harbour as Philip 
Anthony Toland, aged 34, from 
Co. Donegal.

Mr Toland’s body was 
recovered by the Grampian 
Police dive team early on Box-
ing Day morning after extensive 
searches by police, coastguard 
and an RNLI lifeboat.

Concerns for Mr Toland were 
raised late on Christmas Day. 
He had last been seen near the 
pier on early on Christmas Eve 
morning.

LOCHABER Historical 

will feature a talk by Richard 
Sidgwick on ‘Land Ownership 
in Lochaber 1746-2012’. 

Mr Sidgwick has a working 
lifetime’s knowledge of Lochab-
er’s estates and has undertaken 
much original research. 

Society chairman Chris 
Robinson said: ‘The presenta-
tion will give fresh insights and 
offer much new information 
about the area and should not be 
missed by any enquiring mind.’

The meeting will be held 
downstairs in the dining room 
at the Alexandra Hotel, Fort 
William on Thursday, January 5 
at 8pm. All welcome. 

LAST minute shoppers in Fort 
William were left in the dark 
for much of Christmas Eve 
after the town’s festive lights 
failed to come on until the late 
afternoon.

Heavy rain and strong winds 
left the retail area looking far 
from a winter wonderland, and 
the lack of Christmas cheer 
from the light display didn’t 
help according to DE Shoes 
manager Mike Brown.

He told The Oban Times: ‘I 
don’t think we were very well 
served by our Christmas lights 
this year.’

Councillor Brian Murphy 
said: ‘Its a bit disappointing. I 
think everyone enjoys seeing 
the lights, they give a wee 
Christmas feel to the place.’

The lights have normally been 
switched on around lunchtime 
during the run up to Christmas.
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Taynuilt residents investigate possible buyout of village hotel Six bids lodged 
for Kerrera-based 
marina business

More comments on 
rural deliveries 

Young Zoe 
wins ACHA card 
competition

Lorn to lead 
in carbon 
capture plan
Ardmucknish Bay at centre of 

world-first technical project

Amanda MacPhail is thanked by children from Soroba Young Families Group for her donation of £1,000 to the nursery. 16_t51young01

Funding plea strikes the right note

Appin and Lochgilphead gain from LEADER

Scotland’s waters 
are most likely to 
experience CCS 
schemes.
Dr Henrik Stahl

OBAN Marina’s fate should 
be settled early next year after 
six bids were lodged for the 
business.

The Kerrera-based operation 
went on the open market via 
Graham and Sibbald in Novem-
ber after its parent company 
went into administration.

Such is the success of the 
business that interest has been 
high.

A spokesperson for BDO 
Administrators said: ‘We are 
considering the offers received 
and we remain hopeful a sale 
can be concluded in the new 
year.’

YOUNG Oban girl Zoe 
MacDonald won pride of place 
on many a mantelpiece this year 
after winning Argyll Com-
munity Housing Association’s 
(ACHA) Christmas Card 
competition.

The four-year-old’s endearing 
depiction of Santa and his 
red nosed reindeer was the 
unanimous winner.  

However, ACHA’s Lorn Area 
Committee had an immensely 

from Soroba Young Families, 
First Steps and Smarties 
nurseries

Zoe, who attends Soroba 
Young Families Nursery, took 
home the winners cup and 
a copy of her own designed 
Christmas card, presented 
by ACHA’s chief executive 
Alastair MacGregor.

THE FUNDING plight of Soroba 
Young Families Group, recently 
highlighted by The Oban Times,
didn’t go unnoticed by mother 
and businesswoman Amanda 
MacPhail.

‘A complete surprise’ 
Amanda, who runs the Argyll-

shire Gathering Halls and the 
Ryan MacPhail Memorial Fund, 
hosted the nursery’s Christmas 
party last Tuesday.

Although Santa Claus was 
there to hand out gifts to all the 

children, Amanda had her own 
surprise for nursery manager 
Janice Kay when she handed 
over a £1,000 cheque from the 
memorial fund.

And there was further good 
news for the Soroba group 
when Liza Bourne contacted the 
Argyllshire Gathering Halls to 
pay for the hire of the venue for 
the party.

Earlier this month The Oban 
Times highlighted the funding 
gap Soroba Young Families 

working extra hours for no wage 
and paying for materials with 
their own money. 

Janice said: ‘This donation was 
a complete surprise but it was 
great news for us.

‘There is so much we could do 
with this money; pay for part of 
our staff’s wages, cover the costs 
of snacks or add equipment for 
special needs children.

‘It is a fantastic gift this close 
to Christmas.’

Amanda, whose three children 
all went to Soroba Young Fami-
lies Group, said: ‘Reading about 
the group’s plight last week in 
the paper I thought about my 
three children and how much 
they got from it.

‘I have fond memories of the 
group. 

‘As a mother, it gives you 
company and freedom and the 
children have others to play 
with. 

‘It was a lifeline for us.’

APPIN Community Trust is one 
of the biggest winners from the 
latest tranche of LEADER fund-
ing, receiving more than £50,000 
to create a  much-needed car 
park for visitors and locals.

The community trust want to 
build the car park and cycle track 
access to take full advantage of 

the new paths network and draw 
more tourists into the area.

Engineering training
Meanwhile, Argyll College 

received £104,370 to develop an 
engineering training facility at 
Lochgilphead, while Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE) has 
been awarded £147,739 to help 

fund further community-led 
growth initiatives.

Argyll and Isles Tourism’s 
Strong Together initiative 
received £54,500, while the 
MacDougall of Dunollie Pres-
ervation Trust received £34,105 
of LEADER money for its pro-
gramme of event infrastructure.

week’s annoucement include 
Mull Museum, receiving 
£38,368 to pay for further work 
at Baliscate Chapel, Tobermory, 
and £22,500 to the Scottish Ag-
ricultural Organisation Society 
for its Kintyre pilot of the Argyll 
Farm Woodland Collaboration.

MORE than 1,500 people added 
their comments to a Citizens 
Advice Bureau (CAB) survey 
on rural deliveries, days after it 
appeared in The Oban Times.

the number of responses the 
survey originally received 
before it was re-opened.

Since, parliamentary motions 
supporting the campaign for fair 
delivery charges for ‘remote’ 
areas have been lodged at the 
House of Commons and Scot-
tish Parliament. It has received 
cross party backing.

The survey will run until 
January 19.  Visit www.survey-
monkey.com/s/FreeDelivery.

Ardmucknish Bay could deter-
mine the future and safety of 
Carbon Capture Storage (CCS) 
schemes.

Details of the research were de-
livered to locals during a public 
meeting at Benderloch’s Victory 
Hall last week and while feel-
ings were mixed about why the 
picturesque bay was being used, 
there was broad acceptance that 
the data it would generate would 
be useful.

It was also agreed that a 
member of the community could 

advisory panel for the duration 
of the experiment.

Hosting the presentation, 

from the Scottish Association 
for Marine Science (SAMS) said 
between 80-800kilos of carbon 
dioxide would be pumped into 
the sediment bed of the bay 
for each of the experiment’s 30 
days, directly comparable with 
the amount of carbon created 
by 80-800 people exhaling each 
day.

Carbon would be pumped from 
a permanently manned container 
360metres away at Tralee Bay’s 
slipway, and the experiment will 
give scientists a chance to test 
highly sensitive carbon-leak de-

tection equipment. Low-impact 
work to drill a borehole will start 
in March, with pumping due to 
take place across May.

Marine scientists will then 
spend a minimum of 90 days 
observing how quickly the 
environment recovers.

It was anticipated that effects 
would only be seen in a 100m 

would move away - although 
not thought to be permanently 
- immobile species would likely 
be affected by the anticipated 

This, however, would also be 
minimal, with the Ph of the 
water likely to drop from about 
8.1 to 6.5.

Dr Stahl said: ‘So why here? 
First of all, Scotland’s waters 
are most likely to experience 
CCS schemes. It’s also quite a 
sheltered area and that increases 

We also have a good baseline for 
the area; we’ve been studying 
the bay for the past 14 years at 
SAMS.

‘We’re not here to advocate 
or oppose CSS. Our role is to 
provide information and help 
governments prepare  risk mini-
misation policies.’

out in collaboration with global 
research partners, particularly 
from Japan who are keen to test 
detection equipment.

be carried out in the North Sea, 
Dr Stahl said it was impractical, 
not only on a cost or logistical 
basis, but the exposure of most 
sites would mean far more car-
bon would have to be pumped 
into the sea bed to account for 
tidal disturbance.

Fishermen said they had 
not been contacted about the 
proposal, however Dr Stahl 
said efforts were continuing to 
contact everyone who may be 
affected.

Dr Laurence Mee, director 
of SAMS, said: ‘If an area half 
the size of this village hall gives 
information that tips the balance 
either way on whether or not 
CCS is safe and useful then 
we’ve been of great service to 
the community.’

RESIDENTS of Taynuilt have 
decided to raise the necessary 
capital funds to buy the Taynuilt 
Hotel if a purchaser is not 
found. 

A community meeting was 
held in the hotel last Thursday, 

during which it was decided 
to investigate the options for a 
community buyout.

Renate Powell and Natalia 
Lewis, who convened the com-
munity meeting, reported after-
wards: ‘The meeting was very 

constructive, with all attendees 
keen to avoid closure of the hotel 
as it is an important element of 
our community.

‘It is proposed to raise the 
necessary capital to purchase the 
hotel through a co-operative or 

Community Interest Company.
‘Such structures have been 

used for community buy outs 
elsewhere and typically have a 
structure whereby members can 
buy between £250 and £20,000 
worth of shares, with the poten-

tial to receive a dividend on their 
investment.’

A questionnaire will be 
circulated around the village 
to ensure that all residents are 
aware of, and can comment on, 
the proposed business plan.

Further information will be 
available in the Robin’s Nest Tea 
Room in Taynuilt or via a read-
ing pack that can be received by 
emailing taynuilthotel@gmail.
com. A further meeting has been 
arranged for Thursday February 

2 at 7.30pm in the Taynuilt 
Hotel.

All those with an interest in 
maintaining the hotel as a go-
ing concern for the good of the 
community are encouraged to 
attend. 

Radio nan Gàidheal 103.5 - 105FM 
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Ladies Mobile 
Hairdressing

Within the Lochgilphead and 
Oban Areas

Please ring for an appointment.

Tel. 0797 985 7931

Festive Opening: 
26th to 8th January 2012
every day from 11am, 
food served from 6pm to 9pm.

Join our Hogmanay party – 
Brass Monkeys, midnight 

HOG ROAST. Free entry.
Cologin Country Chalets and Lodge - a haven in the hills

info@cologin.co.uk   www.cologin.co.uk
Telephone: 01631 564618, fax 01631 566925

With the festive period now in full swing, many of us will 
be looking forward to a few days off. For some, time off 
will be spent relaxing in front of the telly, while others 
may be faced with the much more stressful task of pre-
paring sumptuous Christmas dinners, or entertaining 
visiting relatives. 
For some businesses, however, things are very much 
business as usual, providing the rest of us with services 

visits out to see family and friends, or even for topping 
up on the essentials, be it an extra pint of milk or a 
spare load of bread. 

and New Year period will be one of the busiest on the 
calendar. Often establishments will have excellent en-
tertainment programmes and will offer delicious meal 
choices, and offer additional festive options.

may be a little bit frightful, remember there are still busi-
nesses on the go, on the go, on the go, on the go.

Halfway House Filling Station
Dunbeg, 01631 570300

Open until 11pm 
on New Year’s Eve
12 - 4pm New Year’s Day
9am - 7pm January 2nd
Open from 7am on January 3rd
normal trade resumes

WEST COAST BUILDERS
Maintenance & Repair

STORM DAMAGE – INSURANCE QUOTES
• Extensions   • Renovations   • All Types of Building Work 

• Digger / Cherrypicker   • Drainage / Waterpipes

Telephone
Alan                   24                Brian

01631 710334              Hour            01631 710851
07796390411              Call              07730654693

Business
as usual

FW

NEWSDESK
01397 703003

Council employees 
get Jubilee holiday
ARGYLL and Bute Council has 
created a four-day weekend next 
June to enable employees to 
celebrate the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee.

Both the UK and Scottish 
Governments have already 
declared Tuesday June 5 2012 as 
an extra Bank Holiday to mark 
the occasion.

The council’s Executive today 
agreed to award employees in 
non-teaching establishments a 
one-off additional day’s leave 
on June 5, on the same basis as 
for the Royal Wedding.

The Scottish Government 
has already given consent for 
schools to close that day.

Council leader Dick Walsh 
said: ‘It is important that Argyll 
and Bute Council employees are 
able to celebrate the occasion.’

SCOTTISH Ambulance staff 
are to be balloted on a new 
offer to end a stand-off over 
paramedics and technicians 
being called out during rest 
breaks.

The death of Moray woman 
Mandy Mathieson last year 
brought the row to wider 
public attention. An ambulance 
technician stationed close to her 
home did not respond to a call 
because he was on a break.

It is proposed that paramedics 
and technicians would receive 
a one-off payment of £1,500, 
then £100 each time their rest 
break is interrupted to attend an 
emergency call.

Unions and management have 

the issue since Ms Mathieson 
died in October last year.

Ambulance crews 
ballot over breaks

Tolls ahead 
on roads    
in Argyll?
Councillor in ‘controversial’ option

Canoeists on the River Awe get an unusual view of the Glasgow to Oban train as it crosses the bridge at Inverawe. Photo by Scotphoto.com

We may have 
to look at tolls 
on some of the 
roads.
Councillor 
Roddy McCuish

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

Euan Paterson
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Islanders’ traditional Christmas turkey 
dinner saved by last minute dealing

Transerv to meet 
on Dalmally issues

A SCOTTISH Government 
building in Oban has been 
rated with one of the poorest 

Cameron House in Oban’s 
Albany Street, which houses, 
among others, the Argyll and 

Scottish Executive Environment 
and Rural Affairs Department 
(SEERAD), has been given an 

F -  the second lowest possible 
rating.

G ratings for a building, with A 

and G being the least.
Six Government buildings, 

which account for 71 per cent of 

space, received the bottom two 

ratings.

placed amongst the second 
lowest rating, the Scottish 

and its freshwater laboratory at 
Faskally, Pitlochry, both received 
the lowest, G, ratings.

Lib Dem energy spokesman 
Liam McArthur, whose party 

Government has failed to get a 

own buildings.
‘It’s disappointing that none 

of the Government’s larger 
buildings achieve a top rating 

‘It’s nothing short of 
scandalous, however, that most 
of the buildings received the two 

A Scottish Government 
spokesman said the government 

was taking action to drive 
down emissions and its latest 
environmental annual report 
showed it was making progress, 
cutting emissions from waste, 
travel and energy use.

The spokesman said: ‘As 
Scotland has the most challenging 
carbon reduction targets in the 
world, it is only right that the 
Scottish Government leads by 
example.’

A REPRESENTATIVE of 
Scotland Transerv will be 
present at the next Glenorchy 
and Innishail Community 
Council meeting on January 11.

There will be a presentation 
on the A85 at Strone Hill and an 
update on the Surgery Junction 
in Dalmally, both long-running 
and important issues within the 
community council area.

The meeting will be held in 
Dalmally Community Centre at 
7.30pm.

IT WAS very nearly a turkey-
free Christmas for island Co-op 
customers after a supplier failed 
to provide the required number 
of birds to the Oban store for 
onward delivery.

Last-minute deal 
The Christmas Day menu plans 

of customers on islands such as 
Mull, Tiree and Barra, who had 
pre-ordered their festive bird, 
were almost goosed but for a 

last-minute deal struck with an 
alternative supplier.

A spokesman for The Co-
operative Food said: ‘While we 
had a supply issue with one of 
our existing turkey suppliers, 
we made alternative arrange-

all orders from customers who 
pre-booked their fresh turkey, 
including customers at our 
island stores.’

ARGYLL’S road network needs 
more than half its projected 
budget allocation of £5m in the 

-
tain the condition of the surfaces 
in their present state.

And the ‘mission impossible’ 
faced by Argyll engineers has 
prompted one councillor to sug-
gest tolls on the area’s arterial 
routes.  

A report by roads and amenity 
services suggested it would take 

of £11.4m just to maintain the 
network at its existing condi-

of £162.38m to bring the entire 
network up to an ‘acceptable’ 
standard.

Speaking to councillors re-
cently, roads operations manager 
Graham Brown admitted lower 

‘suffer’ as the majority of funds 
are spent on maintaining the 
county’s arterial, high speed 
routes. He added: ‘We will make 
these lower class routes safe to 
drive on but we can’t improve 
the standard.’

Speaking at the recent Oban, 
Lorn and the Isles area commit-
tee meeting, Councillor Roddy 
McCuish suggested tolls might 
be a way of addressing the 

substantial shortfall in the roads 
budget.

He said: ‘Some of the roads 
in Argyll and Bute are major 

we have seen, the maintenance 
of the network is an impossible 
task. It will be controversial but 
maybe we have to look at tolls on 
some of the roads.’

Councillor Duncan MacIntyre, 
the council’s transport spokes-
man, highlighted the fact that 
the huge sum of money needed 
to bring Argyll’s roads up to 
standard was not a unique prob-
lem.

He said: ‘It may cost £171m to 

bring Argyll and Bute’s roads up 
to an acceptable standard but it’s 
the same situation across Scot-
land, where we have a backlog 
of billions of pounds of work.’

Of the projected budget of 
£5m, Oban, Lorn and the Isles, 
which has more than a third 
of the entire road surface area 
in Argyll and Bute, has been 
given a provisional allocation of 
£1,750,000, while Mid Argyll, 
Kintyre and Islay has been pro-
visionally allocated £1,550,000. 
Bute and Cowal and Helens-
burgh and Lomond have been 
provisionally allocated £1m and 
£700,000 respectively.

Among the major jobs to be 
undertaken in Oban and Lorn 
are £375,000 on strengthening, 
drainage and resurfacing on 
the A816 at Loch nan Druim-
nean and £360,000 on the A819 
between the A85 and Kilchurn 
Castle View.

Councillor Mary Jean Devon 
highlighted that no capital ex-
penditure had been allocated to 
Tiree and Coll but welcomed a 
provisional package of £700,000 
to be spent on the Isle of Mull. 
This includes regulating and 
resurfacing at Aros south and 
Aros Hill along the A848 and at 
six places along the A849.
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WIN
£1350

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph 
opposite.  Now look carefully at the position of the 
players and use your skill and judgement to place a 
cross at the exact point where you think the centre 
of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter 
on separate coupons. 
The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 

increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be 
in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes 

of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, 
no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 
Office, Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is final on all matters 

relating to the competition and no correspondence 
will be entered into. The final decision rests with the 
Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the 

jackpot will be shared equally between all winning 
entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding of a 
prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the 

competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered the 
competition at that time.
Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their immediate 

relatives and any person otherwise connected with the 
competition are ineligible to enter.

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

..................................................................................

....................................Tel No...................................

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

WEEK 2 OF 2

To allow for the 
festive holidays spot 

the ball is running 
for 2 weeks

The deadline for entries 
is 12 noon, Tuesday 3rd 

January 2012 

THIS MONTH IN 
SCOTTISH FIELD...
UNBEATABLE 
CITY BREAKS
Our insiders’ 
guides to 
the best of 
Scotland’s 
cities

READ...
THE TRAIN 
TUNNEL 
FROM 
STRANRAER 
TO BELFAST
A year on: 
Linda Norgrove’s parents
FREE 44 PAGE
HOMES & GARDENS DIRECTORY
A new era for Rosslyn Chapel
MEET THE REAL CATRIONA SHEARER
Ten miracle hangover cures!
ROSHVEN, LOCHAILORT: HOUSE OF DREAMS

SUBSCRIBE...
CHOOSE FROM ONE OF OUR 3 AMAZING 
CHRISTMAS SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS GO TO 
WWW.SCOTTISHFIELD.CO.UK/CHRISTMAS

Win£3,000 ofluxury breaks

www.scottishfield.co.uk

Spot theSHINTY BALL
Competition
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YOUTH FOOTBALL
OBAN Saints youth teams will 
get back in action after the 
Christmas and New Year break 

Saturday 7 January - Under 
15s v Allander Colts.
Sunday 15 January - Under 

13s v Clydebank BC; Morton 
BC v Under 14s; Strathleven v 
Under 16s.
Everybody at the club wish 

their supporters and sponsors 
the compliments of the season.

Saints’ youth  team 
fixtures

THE Scottish Amateur Cup 
4th round tie between Dynamo 
East Kilbride and Oban Saints, 
which has been postponed three 
times due to the pitch at Bran-
cumhall in East Kilbride being 
unplayable, has been switched 
to Oban.

The game is now scheduled to 
take place on Saturday 7 Janu-
ary at Glencruitten with a 2pm 
kick-off.

Saints secretary David 
Buchanan was delighted that the 
tie had been switched to Oban. 

secretary Derek Bell and he 
was very co-operative and after 
discussions with his players they 
have decided to come to Oban in 
an effort to get the game played.

had to go before Scottish Cup 
secretary George Watson and 
he was delighted to ratify the 

FOOTBALL

WOMEN’S SHINTY

Saints’ Scottish Cup tie switched to Oban
change of venue. The incentive 
for the winners of this game is a 
home tie in the 5th round of the 
national competition against top 

-

etoun from Ayr. Saints have done 
well in the Scottish Amateur 
Cup, which has an annual entry 

of over 600 teams, reaching the 
last eight of the competition on 
two occasions.

Eddlewood, again away from 
home.

The winners of the Myre 
Athletic v Oban Saints West of 
Scotland Cup 3rd round tie have 
been given a home game in the 
4th round against one of the cup 
favourites Knockentiber from 
Ayrshire and the Oban side have 
been drawn away to Glencastle 
Sparta in the 1st round of the 
Jimmy Marshall Trophy.

Dates for these cup ties have 
still to be arranged. 

Due to the school being on 
holiday the Oban Community 
3G pitch, where Saints normally 
train is closed and doesn’t re-
open until Monday 9 January, 

two days after the date of the 
Scottish Cup tie.

But the club has arranged for 
the boys to train under the lights 
at the rugby club on Wednesday 
January 4 at 7pm.

have a full squad to chose from 
apart from long term injury vic-
tim Allan MacKay and striker 
Asen Gaydardzhiev, who is 
home in Bulgaria on holiday.

a blessing in disguise that the 
games were off in East Kilbride 
as Ross Maitland and Craig 
MacEwan were struggling with 
injuries and keeper Graham 
Douglas was unavailable waiting 
on the birth of his daughter, but 
all three will now be available 
for selection on January 7.

Iain Jackson.

-
naill Harps is the new president 
of the Women’s Camanachd 
Association (WCA), following 
its recent AGM.

She takes over from out-go-
ing president Karen Cameron, 
who steps down following 
seven successful years.

Fiona comes to the post as 
a seasoned Scotland player 
on the pitch with a wealth of 
shinty, sports development 
and sports administration 
knowledge.  

She currently works as 
administrator at Scottish 
Student Sport in Edinburgh 
and has been coordinating the 

NEXT summer a man is hoping 

successfully swim between the 
Ballycastle coastline, in North-

South African Wayne Soutter 

complete the challenge, which 
has seen many endurance swim-
mers being unsuccessful in the 
past.

The 42-year-old hopes not only 
to achieve this personal goal but 
to raise funds to help the vital 
work of the Community Rescue 

The father of two, who heads 

University Shinty League for 
several years.

Taking on the vice president 
position is seasoned Scottish 

Smith.
Step Down

After an impressive nine-year 
stint on the WCA committee, 
Jane Nicol, of Badenoch and 
Strathspey, is to step down 

was announced as Yvonne 
Connaughton of Tir Conaill 
Harps.

Kirsty Gray will be remain-
ing with the WCA Committee 
but in a new capacity as 

Campbell of Dunadd to take up 

represent her club on the WCA 
Committee.

Finally, Jenny Durkin and 
Sian MacCallum, both of 
Aberdour, were appointed 

Sian focusing mainly on the 
university league, a key area 
of development in the women’s 
game.

committee will take place in 
January 2012.

Changes at the top announced 
at women’s shinty AGM

up a computer software com-
pany, now lives in London and 
has already begun training.

this 10.5 miles swim and many 
would say it simply can’t be 
done.

break this mind-set and at the 
same time help the good work of 
the CRS,’ Wayne said. 

major tidal currents there and 

is Ballycastle.
Last year Wayne conquered 

attempt. The big challenge is 
planned for some time in July, 
August or September when the 

sparse and the seas calmer. 

swimming a stretch of water 
that no one else has managed to 
swim as far as we are aware. To 
me that is a record-breaker. 

The fact that the Straits of 
Moyle are among the most 
dangerous waters on the planet 
is an added plus,’ he said. 

SWIMMING

Ballycastle to Kintyre swim challenge

Oban Celtic Shinty Club held its annual Boxing Day match at Mossfield Stadium when the Old Crocks took on the Young Guns. A close game ended in a 3-2 win for the  
Young Guns thanks to goals from Ally McKerracher, David Hill and Donald Campbell. Netting for the Old Crocks was Donald MacKay with both goals. 16_t52celtic01

Oban Basketball Club held an inter-club 3-on-3 tournament last week at Atlantis Leisure. The 
tournament, which brought the 2011 season to an end, was won by the team of Euan Paterson, 

Travis Smith, Michael Porter and Callum Leitch. 16_t52bball01

Oban High School senior boys won their competition by beating 
Hermitage Academy in the final.

tribute to Oban High School 
principal teacher of PE, Jim Lay, 
was the pre-cursor to a school 

basketball tournament held in 
the town. Secondary school 
pupils from across Argyll and 
Bute enjoyed a fantastic day of 

basketball at the annual Argyll 
and Bute tournament at Atlantis 
Leisure, Oban.  

former pupils were to win the 
boys’ senior and junior events. 
The senior boys, in particular, 
were quick to dedicate their 
win the their former teacher, 
who died suddenly earlier this 
month.

The event was organised by 
Active Schools to give pupils 
who have worked hard at their 
after school clubs throughout 
year the opportunity to enjoy a 
full day of competition.

Hermitage Academy and To-
bermory High School won the 
junior and senior girls events, 
coming out on top in the round 
robin formats.

Organisers thanked Robbie 
Kupris and Chris Campbell from 
Atlantis Lesiure for refereeing 
throughout the day.

BASKETBALL

Tribute to PE teacher Jim Lay

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.

com/obantimes

Willie Young with Scotland football manager Craig Levein.

‘We want people to be more pro-active by 
shouting about what they do in sport locally’

Sport in Argyll and Bute 
looks forward to 2012
departments in having its budget 
cut in 2011, sport in Argyll and 
Bute should look forward to 
2012 – the year of the London 
Olympics – with renewed 
hope and vision, according to 
community sport lead manager 
Willie Young.

Much of this optimism comes 
from the projected attendance 

Champions event in February, 
when more than 500 coaches 

– can sign up to any of the 56 
different courses on offer, from 
football and rugby to triathlon 
and gym instruction. There are 
even courses on child protection, 

25 per cent of those attending 
Coaching Champions are from 
outside Argyll and Bute.

Funding has come from Sport-
Scotland and Argyll College and 
Stramash is assisting with the 
outdoor sports aspect.

Biggest Area

biggest area of our work in com-

our Coaching Champions event 

people to attend. Nowhere in 
Scotland does an event like that 
on such a scale.

-
sion in every club and sport. You 
get people who help out because 

their children are involved, but 
they eventually move on.

have people coming in, because 
that is sadly lacking across the 
country.’

Such is the success of Coach-

year, that it has been awarded 

of the London 2012 Olympic 
Games, the only sports coaching 
course in Scotland to receive 
the honour, which indicates the 
highest quality in sport. 

Willie said there were 800 
places available if all courses 

but added that was unlikely to 
happen.

be that well attended but we 
wanted the choice to be there.

bankers, such as the gym in-
structor and swimming courses, 
both of which are already full for 

As part of the big coaching 
weekend the council will host its 
annual sports coaching awards.

So what are the sports to watch 
out for in 2012 in Argyll? Ac-
cording to Willie, a focus of the 
council will be on gymnastics, 

and legs’.

Argyll and Bute, so we have 
been working with Gymnastics 
Scotland to identify staff who 
can go through the two-year 
coaching course.

come through stage one and 

September 2012.

but if children get gymnastics 
from an early age, the balance 
and co-ordination it provides 
gives them an advantage in other 

in that respect.

which are run by volunteers, are 
growing all the time and one of 
our volunteers, Fee Corner, won 

to be growing arms and legs; 
there is an established club in 
Lochgilphead and the makings 
of one in Oban.

on Kerrera was a phenomenally 
successful event and there is 
a new event in Tighnabruaich 

Campbeltown.

event is so diverse, not restricted 
to the standard sports. We did ta-
ble tennis two years ago and it is 
really taking off. Sometimes you 
get a wee inkling for a particular 
sport and you try to give it the 
potential to grow.’

Project
On the leisure services front, 

the big project for the council 
is the all-weather football pitch 
for Campbeltown, which should 
be ready by June, if work goes 
ahead in February, as planned. 
The £1m project, to be built in 
partnership with SportScotland, 
will be constructed beside Aqua-

librium and means all Argyll’s 
main towns have all-weather 
pitches.

However, charges for these 
pitches will be reviewed in 2012, 

from the facilities. This is likely 
to mean a rise in charges for 
most facilities.

But asked how he would spend 
a hypothetically increased 

communication. There is lots 
going on in Argyll and Bute but 
not everybody knows about it.

pro-active by shouting about 
what they do in sport locally.

moving into the area, or people 
who want to get back into sport, 
to know what is out there for 
them.’
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REPORT BY 
RICHARD HADDOCK

rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

BOXING

MOUNTAIN FESTIVAL

Weather
Thursday Light rain.
 Winds strong, westerly
 Temperatures 3ºC to 7ºC
Friday Light rain
 Winds light, south, south easterly
 Temperatures 6ºC to 7ºC.
Weekend Light rain.
Outlook Winds moderate, south westerly
 Temperatures 7ºC to 10ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25 NANCY BLACK Ships’ Chandler

Telephone: 01631 562550

NANCY BLACK
Ships’ Chandler

Sponsors the 
Oban Times 

weather

come rain 
or shine

e-mail: editor@obantimes.co.uk  |  website: www.obantimes.co.uk

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 29, 2011
are listed below with differences for major ports listed beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date  am    pm
Thur  02.32 1.0 08.26 3.9 15.02 1.3 20.32    3.5
Fri  03.13 1.2 09.06 3.7 15.43 1.5         21.08   3.3
Sat  03.55 1.4 09.47 3.5 16.27       1.7       21.48     3.2
Sun  04.40 1.6 10.36 3.3 17.17       1.9       22.36     3.0
Mon  05.31 1.8 11.40 3.1 18.13 2.0 23.46     2.9
Tues  06.31 2.0 13.14 3.1 19.17 2.0 **.**    *.*
Wed  01.28 3.0 07.43 2.0 14.36 3.1 20.22     1.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

9
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FRIDAY

9

LOVERS of Lochaber’s rugged 
peaks can look forward to an 
exciting programme of events at 
the 2012 Fort William Mountain 
Festival, which will take place 
throughout Lochaber from 
Wednesday 15 to Sunday 19 
February.

Full details of the eleventh 
festival programme will not 
be announced until January, 
but organisers have promised a 

screenings and workshops for 
residents and visitors who want 
to learn about and celebrate 
mountain culture during the best 
winter walking and climbing 
conditions of the year.

Presented by the Outdoor Capi
tal of the UK, festival highlights 
will include a special musical 
performance of a unique, con
temporary piece called ‘Black 
Snows’ by Ardgour’s Mary 
Ann Kennedy at the opening 
night at Nevis Range. Mountain 
bike legend Steve Peat will also 
attend.

Experienced Arctic explorer 
Bob Shepton will talk on his 
breathtaking sailing and big 
wall climbing expedition in 
Greenland at the mountaineer
ing night, which will also feature 

MacLeod’s incredible 1,000ft 
ascent of St Johns Head on Hoy.

New programme will allow youngsters 
to get involved
in boxing

A SOUTH Lochaber boxing 
club is hoping to attract more 
local youngsters to the sport 
after receiving money from the 
Scottish Government to set up a 
new youth programme.

Lochaber Amateur Boxing Club 
(NLABC) have been awarded a 
share of funding from Cashback 
for Communities to start an 
‘amateur boxing academy’ in 
the village. The scheme will aim 

sport.
The free sessions will involve 

shadow boxing, drills, pads and 
punch bag training to teach the 
young academy trainees about  NLABC head coach Kevin Sweeney training with middleweight Nathan McDade. 20_f52boxing01

stances, guards, punching com
binations and ring craft, without 
involving them in any sparring.

The programme will involve 
two stages of assessment at open 
shows and incentives to compete 

water bottles and bags. NLABC 
has been provided with new 
equipment and funding to run 

starts in early 2012. Cashback 
for Communities directs money 
generated through crime back 
into Scottish communities.

Head coach Martin Glenesk 
told The Oban Times: ‘As well 
as being good fun, these sessions 
will teach them core values such 

and the importance of maintain
ing a healthy diet and balanced 
lifestyle.’

He continued: ‘The Cashback 
for Communities funding gives 
us the opportunity to welcome 
more young people into a safe 

the core values of boxing. It 
also provides a pathway for 
those who aspire to compete 
at a higher level, or who wish 
to get involved with coaching, 

involvement.’
The sessions will be run from 

the club’s gym in Kinlochleven 
Business Park on Wednesday 
afternoons. For further details, 
contact head coach Martin 
Glenesk on 07776 477 930, email 
the club at netherlochaberabc@
yahoo.co.uk or see the club’s 
Facebook page.

‘The Cashback for Communities funding 
gives us the opportunity to welcome 
young people into a safe environment’

The players line up before the President’s XV challenge match. f52rugby01

FORT WILLIAM take on 
Clachnacuddin for the second 
time in a week at Claggan Park 
tomorrow night with revenge on 
their minds after being handed a 

Turning that result on its head 
is a big ask – but an even bigger 
problem could be the playing 
surface, which in recent weeks 

more than a football pitch.
Fort are already several games 

behind their rivals, partly due 

through ice, show or rain.

this season, most notably in 

November 12.
But building any kind of mo

mentum has proved impossible 
through games being called off 
and, as a consequence, vital 

With Claggan Park water
logged, Conlon’s squad have 

pitch at Lochaber High School in 

The coach said: ‘That’s four 
weeks now without kicking a 
ball, so we’re concerned about 

Those words proved prophetic 
against Clach on Friday night 

defeat at Huntly on November 
26.

The teams were playing for the 
inaugural Simon Shields Memo

LOCHABER rugby players past 
and present took to a rain soaked 
Banavie pitch to shake of the 
Christmas cobwebs at the annual 

The adverse weather condi
tions saw play restricted play 
to 20 minutes in each half, with 
both the President’s XV and the 
Captain’s XV getting a chance 
to play with the howling wind 
behind them. 

The President’s XV took an 

managing risk and recklessness 
at the climbing night, while the 

from around the world will be 
screened at the Best of Banff 
Mountain Film Festival World 
Tour Film Night.

Other events include workshops 
in mountain skills, avalanche 
awareness, winter walking and 
winter climbing in the Outdoor 
Capital and indoor climbing and 
ice climbing at Kinlochleven’s 
Ice Factor. 

The winner of the 2012 Scot
tish Award for Excellence in 
Mountain Culture will also be 
announced during the festival.

Previous winners who have 
been recognized for their out
standing contribution to moun
tain culture include: Ian Sykes 
(Spike) (2011), Jimmy Marshall 
(2010), Richard Else (2009) and 

Meanwhile, the Fort Wil

competition has opened for 
entries. Filmmakers are invited 
to enter their mountain culture 
related work by January 16. 
Winners will be announced 
during the festival. Full details 
at http://www.mountainfestival.

early lead when Adam Mercer 
crossed the try line, and were 
pegged back before half time 
through Connor Taylor.

Level
 The President’s XV again took 

the lead in the second half but the 

a late try from the Captain’s XV, 
with some onlookers suggesting 
they had a little help from referee 
Gary Hendrie.

Ian Smith, who played for the 

Captain’s XV, told The Oban 
Times the pitch was ‘holding 
water like a lake’. He said: ‘We 
managed to score just before the 

each other and decided it was 
time for a pint. After the game 
we went inside the clubhouse, 
turned on the music and had 
some food and drinks.’

RUGBY

Rugby players shake off
the Christmas cobwebs

dump former teammates
rial Cup, a trophy created in 
memory of the talented defender 
who played for both teams and 
died in June from lung cancer, 
aged only 23.  

Former Star
And it was another former 

Fort star, Sam Urquhart, who 
shone for the Lilywhites as he 

performance.
Urquhart had Clach ahead after 

his tally shortly after when he 
nodded home a corner.

harboured second half hopes 
of a comeback, but Chris Ross 
snuffed those out when he netted 
on 55 minutes.

free kick past trialist goalkeeper 

And ring rusty Fort’s night of 
misery was complete as sub Paul 
Brindle bundled the ball home at 
the back post.

Sam Urquhart, left, in action for Fort William last season: scored a 
hat-trick against his former club.

Exciting programme 
at Fort William
Mountain Festival
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