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TIMESLINE

Oban drives parking cash
STAGGERING 96% OF ARGYLL AND BUTE’S PARKING REVENUE EXPECTED TO BE GENERATED BY TOWN’S BELEAGUERED DRIVERS

Pupils serve 
up real treat 
for veterans

Jail for man who 
attacked friend 
with tin whistle

The best year ever 
for Oban musician

Landslide road on 
Holyrood agenda 

Wee Toon cinema 
plan given £1.1m

Oban Times hits 
the streets early

OBAN-based musician Angus 
MacPhail is reflecting on 2014 
as his best year yet after his 
band Skipinnish was named 
live act of the year at the MG 
Alba Scots Trad Awards.

Angus, from Tiree, formed 
Skipinnish with Lochaber’s 
Andrew Stevenson in 1999 
but in 2014 the band had two 
number one singles and a 
Commonwealth Games gig.

For more, see page 11

A PETITION calling on a 
permanent solution to land-
slide problems on the A83 at 
the Rest and Be Thankful will 
be discussed by the Scottish 
government on February 17.

The submission by the Argyll 
First group of Argyll and Bute 
councillors is a repeat of a 
previous petition of more than 
10,000 signatures.

CAMPBELTOWN Picture 
House supporters are celebrat-
ing a £1.1 million grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund towards 
its £3 million restoration plan.

Campbeltown Community 
Business Group, which is 
behind the cinema plan, now 
hopes to complete the refur-
bishment in 2016.

WITH Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day both falling on 
a Thursday, The Oban Times 
will be printed early to ensure 
our readers don’t miss out.

The paper will be on sale on 
Tuesday, December 23 and 
Tuesday December 30.

Normal service is resumed 
on January 8.

Flats planned for Kilbowie House 
AGREEMENT has been 
reached over the future of the 
vacant council-owned Kilbow-
ie House in Oban.

The Victorian mansion is set 
to become six flats if plans are 
approved by Argyll and Bute 
council this week, The Oban 
Times understands.

Members of Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles area committee  
(OLI) considered a number of 
offers for the former council 
offices in private and accepted 
a substantial sum for the build-
ing.

A last-minute motion brought 
by Oban councillor Iain Angus 

MacDonald and signed by 
councillor Elaine Robertson 
failed to stall the sale of the 
property.

Area chairman councillor 
Roddy McCuish said: ‘We 
have received a number of 
interesting offers for the Kil-
bowie property.

‘This has helped us to take a 
decision today which provides 
a good outcome for everyone.

‘It ensures we get best value 
for the public purse and se-
cures a future for what is still 
an attractive building in a 
prominent Oban location. 

‘It is only appropriate to 
contact everyone who made an 
offer first, so it is not possible 
to go into any more detail at 

this stage.’ During a recent 
site visit, councillors described 
Kilbowie House as in good 
repair.

The B-listed building was 
thought to require substantial 
work to ceilings in order to 
make the building wind and 
watertight.

However, the fact-finding 
mission by the Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles area committee found 
the building was ‘undervalued’ 
and had ‘great potential’.

Following the site visit last 
month, councillor McCuish 
said: ‘From all the reports, we 
were expecting to see damage 
and disrepair throughout the 
building and it was the oppo-
site.

‘The building is in good or-
der. George Campbell (council 
clerk of works) and his team 
have done a superb job making 
sure it is wind and watertight.’

International publishing 
house Bombadil had a bid 
for the building turned down 
earlier this year.

The company has since 
moved its planned investment 
from Oban to Dornie.

Marianne Rugard, one of 
the owners of the company, 
said: ‘Highland council has 
made it very easy to take our 
multi-million pound company 
to the north.

‘We will be employing 14 peo-
ple and will turn over at least 
£4 million in our first year.’

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

A MAN who scarred and 
stabbed his best friend with a 
tin whistle has been jailed for 
10 months.

Oban sheriff court heard last 
week that Craig MacMillan, 
42, had been drinking strong 
cider with his friend on Au-
gust 30 in the Mill Lane area 
of Oban, when they started to 
fight.

MacMillan, who had been 
staying in homeless accommo-
dation in the town, claimed to 
have been struck by his friend 
and in retaliation had hit him 
‘with a stabbing motion’ with 
a penny whistle. 

The victim had three cuts to 
the back of his head and more 
on his arm, some of which 
needed staples and stitches.

MacMillan told Oban po-
lice: ‘He’s my best friend. He 
assaulted me but I assaulted 
him back and I’m sorry lads.’

Pleading guilty, MacMillan’s  
sentence was backdated to 
September 2 when he was 
remanded.

OBAN high school pupils wel-
comed the ‘old guard’ to their 
assembly hall on Tuesday for the 
10th anniversary of the school’s 
Pensioners’ Treat.

Senior citizens were invited for 
tea, coffee, shortbread and mince 
pies, made by pupils from the 
food technology class and served 
by the hospitality students. There 
was also musical entertainment 
for the guests.

Among the guests were World 
War Two veterans Tom Lennox 
(pictured left), 95, and his next 
door neighbour and fellow veter-
an, Ian Tindall (pictured right), 
94, who have both attended all 10 
treats. Young pupil Ben Collins 
(pictured centre), 15, was on 
hand to serve the two veterans.  

Oban high principal music 
teacher Morven McKerrell said: 
‘My grandfather made up a list of 
guests for the first ever Pension-
ers’ Treat and from those 30-odd 
people, it’s grown to around 70 
people who are here today.’

 

DRIVERS in Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles (OLI) have been expect-
ed to generate more than 96 per 
cent of Argyll and Bute council’s 
entire car parking revenue in the 
first half of the financial year.

By the end of the second 
financial quarter of 2014/15, the 
car parking income target from 
OLI was £541,375, compared 
with the overall council target of 
£561,088. 

This means less than £20,000 
is expected to come from Mid 
Argyll, Kintyre and Islay;  
Helensburgh and Lomond; and 
Bute and Cowal.

The figures, presented in an 
‘area scorecard’ shown to mem-

bers of OLI area committee last 
week, showed that the amount of 
parking income in the area was 
below target at £414,070.

The figures have angered Oban 
retailer Graham Fraser of Alba, 
who says the targets are ‘unfair’ 
on the town.

He said: ‘I can’t say the figure 
is surprising because the streets 
are being swept clean of cars by 
the traffic wardens.

‘The knock-on effect of this 
target is Oban is being deprived 
because motorists are being 
hounded from the streets.

‘The job of traffic wardens is to 
keep people moving and make 
sure there are spaces available, 
not make lots of money for the 
council.

‘Oban is of strategic impor-

tance to the council because it 
is probably the busiest town in 
Argyll and Bute but people here 
are not being treated fairly.’

Councillors at the area com-
mittee said they would raise 

the issue as part of a review of 
parking charges to take place 
on January 29 and encouraged 
members of the public to make 
their views known through com-
munity councils.

OLI councillor Iain Stewart 
MacLean said on Tuesday: ‘It 
does seem to some people that 
OLI is subsidising other parts of 
Argyll with the figures quoted 
for parking.

‘The amount of money sur-
prised me but it needs further 
analysis.

‘I am supportive of the review 
in January and I will be looking 
for a better outcome for OLI.’

Responding to the claim the 
charges were unfair on OLI, 
committee chairman councillor 
Roddy McCuish said the targets 

EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

had to be ‘looked at’ during the 
parking charges review.

But he warned against sudden 
wholesale changes to how rev-
enue is divided between areas, 
stressing that contributing to the 
wider Argyll and Bute pot had its 
benefits.

He said: ‘Helensburgh raises so 
much more council tax than oth-
er areas and that comes back to 
places like Mull, Coll and Tiree, 
so I don’t think we should create 
policy that means some areas 
will suffer if we all keep money 
in our own area.

‘But we do have to look at what-
ever area raises the most, getting 
the most benefit from it.

‘I will be asking for a staged 
process for areas to keep a bigger 
proportion of money.’

Motorists 
are being 
hounded 
from the 
streets”

Graham Fraser
(Pictured)

YOUR 
FREE CALENDARIN

SID
E2015

WIN 
IRN-BRU 
CARNIVAL 
TICKETS 15 pairs to 

giveaway

For a special present 
at Christmas give a 
Manor House 
Gift Voucher

Overlooking the Harbour 

 01631 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com

Manor House
Hotel & Restaurant
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MULL
lines

ULVA school community 
association has pulled out the 
stops by raising and donating 
more than £3,000 to the 
island’s housing project from 
events including a St Andrew’s 
ceilidh. 

With gift aid and a match 
funding pledge from a private 
benefactor, the total from the 
school is £6,400. 

The housing group hopes to 
start building in spring 2015 - 
but this can only happen when 
it has secured all the neces-
sary funds. The group still has 
around £40,000 to raise and is 
encouraging people to donate.

FUN SHOW: The annual Tobermory panto was well received by 
packed out crowds at the Aros Hall. Tickets were passing hands 

right up until the last minute to get in to see the show. A full 
review of the pantomime, Humpty Dumpty and the Magic Wall, 

will be in next week’s Mull Lines

SOCIAL housing will be built on Iona for the first time in 30 
years.

The last sum of money, £361,000 from Argyll and Bute council, 
will go towards building five new houses for rent on the island.

The new properties will more than double the available social 
housing on the island.

The council’s Strategic Housing Fund grant to Iona Housing 
Partnership (IHP) was agreed last Thursday by the council’s 
community services committee in recognition of the importance 
of affordable housing in maintaining and developing the area’s 
economy and growing its population.  

West Highland Housing Association will build two three-
bedroom and three two-bedroom terraced homes.

Additional funding of £426,000 will be provided by the Scottish 
government, a further £150,000 from Iona Housing Partnership 
and West Highland Housing Association and private finance of 
£227,000. 

A spokeswoman for Iona Housing Partnership said: ‘Iona 
Housing Partnership is delighted at the outcome of the meeting 
today and look forward to the development being completed 
much sooner with this crucial award from the council.  

‘IHP would also like to thank those who have supported the 
Glebe Field project for the last decade by raising funds to both 
buy the land and then enable the plans to be ready for building.  

‘This will help the local community to consolidate the 
regeneration success that is happening by providing much-
needed homes for those who are committed to staying on the 
island permanently. 

‘IHP is looking forward to working with West Highland 
Housing Association to deliver the scheme as planned.’  

The time and cost for transporting raw materials and labour to 
a rural island location for such a development can add between 
30 – 45 per cent depending on the location of the island and its 
transport links to the mainland. 

CELEBRATIONS: award-winning Mull Musical Minds is hosting 
its second birthday party today (Thursday). The party is 

starting at 12.30pm at An Roth in Craignure. The group has 
much to celebrate after being shortlisted in a number of 

community awards in 2014. 

Iona social housing boost

Tobermory panto success

Musical Minds celebrates

THE POPULATION of Iona 
increased from 125 in 2001 
to 177 according to the 2011 
census.

There has also been an 
increase in the number of 
households on the island 
increasing from 57 in 2001, to 
69 in 2011.

Lottery luck for 
17 millionaires 

A PLANNED merger between two police 
divisions, announced last week without prior 
consultation, will ‘undermine’ community 
policing in Argyll, says one MSP.

Police Scotland is proposing to merge L 
Division (Argyll and West Dunbartonshire) 
with K Division (Inverclyde and 
Renfrewshire), a move that has led to 
speculation L Division headquarters at 
Dumbarton could be downgraded.

But L Division commander Chief 
Superintendent Helen Swan said no detail 
within the proposal had been decided 
and insisted the merger could cut out 
‘duplication’ between the divisions, allowing 
the force to increase front line services.

The plan comes just months after Police 
Scotland removed the chief inspector’s post 
from Oban, amalgamating the role with the 
chief inspector for Mid Argyll, Kintyre and 
the islands.

Highlands and Islands MSP John Finnie is 
a former police constable and a member of 
the Scottish Parliament’s justice committee, 
as well as its policing sub-committee.

He criticised the proposal as ‘centralisation’ 
that would ‘undermine’ community policing.  

He said: ‘The national service suffers from 
an instinct to centralisation that frustrates 
the public’s wish for responsive, local 
policing.

‘This is felt particularly keenly in rural 
police divisions, where there are greater 
distances and greater diversity between 
communities. Throwing Port Appin in 

UNIVERSITY students have 
come to the rescue of seabirds 
which lost their bearings 
whilst migrating and became 
stranded in Mallaig.

Martyna Syposz and Filipa 
Goncalves, who study life 

PARENTS on north-west Skye 
say they will continue to fight 
plans to combine four primary 
schools into one, leaving some 
children with a round trip of 
more than 20 miles. 

Highland Council’s education, 
children and adult services 
committee will decide next 
month whether to approve the 
recommendation to close Edin-
bane, Knockbreck and Struan 
schools and move pupils to a 
new and larger Dunvegan pri-
mary school. This will follow a 

final public consultation period, 
between now and January 14.

The move would see a new 
amalgamated school with four 
classrooms built to house 66 
pupils.

Knockbreck primary currently 
holds five pupils, Struan and 
Edibane each have six, while the 
larger Dunvegan has 43.

The three smaller schools lie 
several miles away from the site 
of the proposed new building, 
the furthest being Knockbreck 
at 11 miles, which would mean 

extra travelling for children in 
the existing catchment areas.

Fiona MacDonald, secretary 
of Knockbreck primary school 
parent council, said: ‘It is 
important to protect smaller 
schools. The travelling is a big 
issue because a lot of our road is 
single track and incredibly busy 
in the summer, and the journey 
times will also be longer than 
the council is willing to admit.
[The council] also says our kids 
don’t currently have the oppor-
tunity to play team games but 

they already go to other schools 
for PE so they don’t miss out.’

Drew Millar, Highland 
councillor for Eilean a’ Cheò, 
supports the plans for a new 
campus. He said: ‘Having lis-
tened to the professionals, they 
have said a new school would be 
of huge educational benefit.’ 

Copies of reports about the 
proposal can be found on the 
Highland council website. Paper 
copies are available at each of 
the four schools and Portree 
library.

SEVENTEEN people living 
at PA postcodes have become 
National Lottery millionaires 
over the last 20 years.

And 155 prizes of £50,000 or 
more have been paid out in the 
PA area over the same period.

Communities across the 
area have been winners too, 
with 2,493 grants, amounting 
to £93,657,511, awarded to 
individuals and organisa-
tions across the arts, sports, 
heritage, health, education, 
environment, charity and 
voluntary sectors. 

An Tobar on Mull was the 
recipient of the area’s first 
National Lottery grant.

A National Lottery spokes-
person said: ‘Twenty years 
is a milestone to celebrate 
and thank National Lottery 
players from Argyll and Bute 
for their contribution to many 
life changing projects.’

KILCHOMAN Distillery has 
extended its sponsorship of 
Islay Pipe Band for a further 
three years.

Band member Andrew 
McEachern thanked the 
distillery for its continued 
support and Kilmeny Ceilidh 
Club, which contributed to 
band funds. 

Meanwhile, the band has 
been recording a new CD 
at Headhunter Records in 
Glasgow, which it hopes to 
release at Easter. The band’s 
pipe major, Nigel Morris, is 
teaching piping at the high 
school and primaries two days 
a week, having taken over 
from James Carmichael.

Distillery extends 
band sponsorship

Benefactor’s cash 
boost for housing

Population of isle 
of Iona up by 52 

WARNING: John Finnie MSP thinks the 
division merger could damage community 

policing 

together with Port Glasgow is not a recipe 
for locally-sensitive decision making.

‘Policing in Argyll and Bute has altered 
enough in recent years and not always 
for the better. I think we need to take the 
time to reflect on the less than two years’ 
experience of the single service. I’d like to 
see a moratorium on any further change 
which will inevitably see rural policing lose 
out.’

He told The Oban Times: ‘If you are in 
Oban you may be asking, “Is this area being 
downgraded?”.

‘The sheriff court won’t be holding jury 
trials - they are going to Dumbarton - and 
there was the removal of the chief inspector’s 
post. Politics is about priorities and the 
priority should be having decisions made as 
locally as possible. 

‘This move might be the test bed for 
elsewhere in Scotland but we want more 
local decision-making, not less.’

Oban-based councillor Roddy McCuish, 
leader of the council’s Oban, Lorn and the 
isles area committee, is angry that elected 
members were not consulted on the matter 
before it was made public.

He said: ‘This announcement has worked 
differently; we are being told, “This is 
what we are doing. What do you think?” 
That’s not consultation. It seems like a fait 
accompli.’

Assistant Chief Constable Wayne Mawson, 
who is responsible for local policing in 
the West of Scotland, said: ‘As a policing 
service we are continually evolving as we 
keep our structures under review. Local 
commanders have identified opportunities 
to further strengthen local policing, increase 
consistency in the provision of our service 
to communities and ensure we continue 
to look for financial savings where we can 
marry this with service improvements.’

Police Scotland needs to make £28.4m 
savings in this financial year, rising to £83.2 
million in 2015-16 and £100m in 2016-17.

In response to claims Dumbarton police 
station would be downgraded, Police 
Scotland said no decisions had been made, 
as talks on the proposed merger were at an 
early stage.

Concern voiced over 
police merger plans

sciences at Anglia Ruskin 
university in the south of 
England, spent the autumn 
helping local volunteers catch 
and release manx shearwaters 
back on to their routes towards 
South America after the birds 
became disorientated and 
landed on the mainland.

The birds are believed to have 
been on their way home for the 
winter from the Isle of Rum, 
which holds the second largest 
breeding colony of manx 
shearwaters in the world.

BACK ON TRACK: student 
Filipa Goncalves releases one 
of her feathered friends from 

a Caledonian MacBrayne ferry 
near Mallaig, after the bird 

had got lost on the mainland

University students come to rescue of lost seabirds

T. BARBOUR LTD
Railway Pier, Oban

Telephone: 01631 562849

Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year to all 

our customers!

NEWSAGENTS
Oban Railway Station

Opening Hours Mon-Sat 07.15-18.00
Sun 10.45-14.00pm

Amanda and Andy would like to wish all their 
customers a merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Tel: 07934 528857

A McPhee Haulage
Shore Road, Connel, Oban Tel: 07836 538718
Suppliers of quarry products and site clearances.

ALASTAIR WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL HIS CUSTOMERS
A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A GOOD NEW YEAR

MIKE MACKENZIE
MSP Highlands and Islands
Surgery at 31 Combie Street

Friday 9th January
1pm-3pm

Contact Mike at his Parliamentary 
and Constituency Office at 
31 Combie Street, Oban.  
Telephone 01631 571359 

or e-mail: 
mike.mackenzie.msp@
scottish.parliament.uk

www.mikemackenzie.org

Calum MacLeod
Building Contractor Limited

Merry Christmas 
And a Happy New Year

 Brick/Blockwork  
  Render/Roughcast 
 Stonework
 Groundworks
 General Maintanance

Phone 01631 566323
Mobile 07979805407
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Real diamonds 
in every design...

A MAN who stole £5,000 from 
an island haulage company has 
been ordered to pay the money 
back.

Oban sheriff court heard last 
week that Robert MacLean, of 
St Mary’s Wynd, Stirling, had 
a string of previous convictions 
for crimes of dishonesty but if 
jailed the company would not 
get its money back.

MacLean, who pleaded 
guilty to theft, had called 
MacLennan Motors on Tiree 
in February saying he had a 
six-wheel Scania, low loader 
and trailer for sale and after 
some negotiation there was 
an agreement to secure them 
with a £5,000 deposit made by 
a bank transfer.

Subsequent calls that day to 
the accused had failed to make 
contact and the company went 
to the police the following day.

The court heard MacLean, 
48, had made some attempt 
to contact the company later, 
in order to pay the  money 
back after seeing the vehicles 
and deciding they were not in 
a saleable condition, but had 
been told the matter was in the 
hands of the police. 

He then spent the money.
Sheriff Douglas Small placed 

the accused on a community 
payback supervision order for 
24 months and ordered him to 
pay £5,000 compensation to 
MacLennan Motors.

Fraudster escapes 
jail to repay sum 
to Tiree company 

Hoping to strike a  
chord with town’s 
traders as project 
gets under way

Ferrets row led to 
attack on wife 

Shop manager to 
pay back £4000 

A BENDERLOCH man 
assaulted his wife after she 
let his ferrets out following 
an argument over who was 
supposed to feed them.

Oban sheriff court heard 
last week that 69-year-old 
first offender Denis Healey 
of Achaduin had thrown his 
wife of 39 years to the floor 
on November 30, held her by 
the throat, punched her and 
shouted and swore at her.

Healey had drunk a bottle of 
whisky and his wife a bottle of 
wine at the time of the offence.

‘This stems from a row over 
ferrets. It was a row over who 
was to feed them,’ said defence 
solicitor Gordon Seaton.  ‘Mrs 
Healey went into the garden 
and let the ferrets out.’

He said the offence was out 
of character for Healey and 
the couple had since been 
reconciled.

Sentence was deferred on 
Healey, who pleaded guilty 
to assault and breaching the 
peace, for nine months for him 
to be of good behaviour.

THE FORMER manager 
of Oban’s WH Smith shop in 
George Street has pleaded 
guilty to embezzling £2,300 
plus taking £1,700-worth of 
cigarettes.

Carol Lester of Longsdale 
Terrace in Oban admitted tak-
ing the cash and the cigarettes 
from the store last year.

At Oban sheriff court last 
week, Lester, 41, was placed 
on a community payback or-
der, required to do 250 hours’ 
unpaid work and was ordered 
to repay £4,000 to WH Smith 
within 36 months.

A MULL businessman became 
so frustrated with cancelled 
ferries he has now bought a 
helicopter to get workers back 
and forth to the island on the 
same day.

Andy Knight, managing di-
rector of construction company 
TSL Contractors Limited, said 
he was fed up with the delays 
and has pumped more than £1 
million into his new high-flying 
transport venture.

The Oban Times reported in 
August the concerns business 
people on Mull were having with 
talks over a later ferry service in 
the winter which would enable 
them to attend meetings on 
the mainland and return to the 
island on the same day. 

The business community 
thought the negotiations had run 
aground and were duly aban-
doned.

In a moment of genuine ‘blue 
-sky’ thinking, Mr Knight came 
up with the plan for the helicop-
ter.

He said: ‘All the islands are in 
easy reach by helicopter. 

‘And Inverness, Glasgow, Perth 
and Ayrshire all fall within a 60-
mile radius of the helicopter’s 

base. Anywhere within half an 
hour’s reach of Oban will make 
us extremely competitive.’

Andy believes the new Euro-
copter AS350B3, branded as 
Skyhook Helicopters and  flown 
by Angus Gibson, from Skye, 
will be in demand across the 
area and is prepared to put his 

money where his mouth is.
He added: ‘This is an initial in-

vestment in excess of £1 million 
and I think that over time it will 
prove successful.’ 

The new helicopter operation 
will be based in the north Argyll 
area and day-to-day operations 
will be headed by manager Dun-

AIMING HIGH: Andy Knight (left) has secured a helicopter to transport workers to and from the islands

Blue-sky thinking 

Still no mobile service on Coll

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

can McDonald, who previously 
worked for British International 
Helicopters in Cardiff. 

TSL Contractors Limited 
started with a staff of three in 
1979 and now employs nearly 
100 people in four offices in 
Oban, Fort William, Loch Lo-
mondside and on Mull. 

Pier performance area will 
destroy trade, says owner
LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

AN OBAN businessman, who 
employs more than 70 people, 
says a ‘useless performance 
space’ to be developed on the 
North Pier will ‘devastate’ his 
business.

But Argyll and Bute council, 
which is responsible for the 
scheme - part of the Oban 
CHORD waterfront enhance-
ment project - claims it will 
increase the number of visitors 
to the area.

However, Alan MacLeod, 
who runs the internationally-re-
nowned Ee-usk fish restaurant 
and family restaurant Piazza on 
the North Pier, said access to 
his business will be severely re-
stricted when the adjacent White 
Building is knocked down as part 
of the redevelopment project, 
and says it will ‘effectively’ close 
his business.

He also claimed the develop-
ment infringed his rights as a 
tenant of the local authority.

Mr MacLeod wrote to all of 
Oban’s councillors saying: ‘In a 
final attempt to persuade you to 
re-site the performance space on 
the North Pier, will you please 
be aware of the contribution of 
the North Pier restaurants to the 
economy.

‘The income tax, national 
insurance, VAT, rent and rates 
amount to more than £670,000 
per annum.

‘Siting the performance space 
where you propose is going to 
seriously affect the viability of 
my business.

‘How much will the perfor-
mance space contribute to the 
economy? Will you please give 
me the figures?

‘I urge you, please, to seriously 

consider the business sense of 
your decision.’

Mr MacLeod’s opposition 
comes as the council announced 
the contractor for another stage 
of the CHORD programme 
-  the  redevelopment of Stafford 
Street.

An Argyll and Bute council 
spokesman said: ‘In place of 

the White Building on Oban’s 
North Pier, the council will be 
constructing a new, purpose- 
built facility which will include a 
harbour office, additional public 
toilets and showers; secure lock-
er facilities, storage and laundry, 
a waiting area for coach parties 
and cruise ship passengers and 
an exciting circular gathering 

space, covered by a timber and 
glass canopy.

‘We have used a series of 
consultations with the local 
community, particularly those 
directly affected by the project, 
including Mr MacLeod’s restau-
rant business. 

‘This was to inform them of our 
final plans and we  are confident 

that it is a design which will suit 
everyone.

‘This is one of many projects 
going on in Oban which are all 
designed to improve the experi-
ence for visitors and residents.’

Work is due to start on the £5.6 
million CHORD waterfront 
improvements for the town in 
January of next year.

A SITE office and meetings 
with Oban street traders in 
Stafford Street will be set up 
following the appointment 
of Raynesway Construction 
as the developer of CHORD 
stage one.

The construction company 
will deliver around £600,000 
of ‘public realm improvements’ 
along Stafford Street from 
January to May 2015 as part 
of the Argyll and Bute council 
project. 

The local authority says it 
plans to set up the site office 
by Monday, January 19 and 
meetings with traders along 
Stafford Street to go ahead 
on Wednesday, January 14 or 
Thursday, January 15. 

These meetings will 
introduce key members of the 
construction team to local 
businesses to discuss how best 
to minimise disruption during 
the construction stage.

A project start-up event is 
also planned for mid-January.

Chairman of Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles area committee, 
Oban-based councillor 
Roddy McCuish, said: ‘This 
is another great boost for the 
project which is really taking 
shape now. I’m delighted 
to have a national company 
of such repute on board to 
deliver the works. 

‘We’re going to be 
working very hard to keep 
people informed about what’s 
happening. We appreciate 
there will be some disruption, 
and I would just urge people 
to be patient and bear with us 
while the work is ongoing.’ 

The improvements to 
Stafford Street will provide a 
terraced seating and viewing 
area; a flexible open area (with 
power and Wi-Fi) for small 
scale events and a shelter with 
inlaid artwork and ornamental 
colour changing LED lighting.

CONTROVERSIAL: the North Pier’s proposed outside performance space

POLICE are appealing for witnesses after 
property was stolen from a car parked 
outside the Alexandra Hotel on Oban’s 
Corran Esplanade around midnight on 
December 8.

Anyone who may have seen anything 
suspicious or anyone acting suspiciously 
in the area at the time is asked to contact 
PC Iain MacLeod at Oban police office 
on 101.

Oban police want to remind people to 
ensure that their cars are left secure and 
items of value put out of sight, especially 
at this time of year when shopping or 
Christmas presents may be left in a car 
and taken advantage of by opportunistic 
thieves.

Unsecured car 
theft warning

ISLANDERS on Coll are still waiting 
for much-anticipated mobile phone 
coverage after the installation of vital 
equipment was postponed.

A connection issue has meant the link 
between Coll and Mull is still not opera-
tional, with network provider Vodafone 
claiming it is outwith its control.

Despite apologising for a delay, The 
Oban Times has learned the company 
did not have a schedule for the work to 
be completed, instead claiming it would 
be done ‘as soon as possible’.

The island is to gain mobile phone 

coverage for the first time through a 
community project developed by the 
Scottish Futures Trust, the Scottish 
government’s Demonstrating Digital 
Programme, and the community-run 
organisation Development Coll.

The  £165,000 project has included a 
new mast, with Vodafone providing its 
equipment free of charge.

A Vodafone spokeswoman said: ‘We 
have been waiting for delivery of the 
equipment that provides the link be-
tween Coll and Mull. 

‘This has now arrived and is being 

shipped to our contractors for installa-
tion.  

‘When this is complete there will be a 
little more work to make the transmis-
sion path operational but our engineers 
are working hard to get the site up and 
running as soon as possible. We’re sorry 
about the delay but this has been beyond 
our control.’

She said no specific date had been 
earmarked for the start of the service 
but that it was in the company’s interests 
to have it up and running as quickly as 
possible.
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LORN TAXIS
Leave your car at home this Christmas

Call 01631 564744 
or 0800 915 8380

Seven seater & wheelchair access available

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year To All Our Customers

A KINTYRE man, ‘born and 
bred’ has been elected as the 
newest recruit to Argyll and Bute 
council, at a by election held last 
Thursday.

Claiming almost 60 per cent 
of the vote, father-of-two John 
Armour, 53, from Drumlemble, 
says he wants to support the 
people in his ward to make their 
lives better.

John, who is married to Carole, 
has lived in Kintyre his whole life 
and runs a beef and sheep, family 
farm at High Tirfergus. 

Winning the South Kintyre 
seat for the Scottish National 
Party (SNP), John says he wants 
to deal with the issues people 
have been bringing to him while 
he was going round the doors. 

SEPARATE plans to erect 
wind turbines at Kilchrenan 
and Arduaine have both been 
recommended for refusal.

Kilninver and Kilmelford 
community council was among 
the objectors to a plan by Celtic 
Sea Ltd to erect a 50-kilowatt, 
34-metre (to blade tip) wind 
turbine at its Arduaine site.

At yesterday’s (Wednesday)
planning committee meeting 
Argyll and Bute councillors 
were also advised to reject a 
plan from Kilchrenan man 
Brian Neish, who applied to 
erect a 61-metre (to blade 
tip) turbine and access track 
north east of Barbreck Farm, 
Kilchrenan.

Arduaine has been the centre 
of activity in Argyll for the 
shellfish farms of Celtic Sea 
Ltd (CSL) for the last 20 years.

Harvested shellfish are 
transported from farms on 
Mull and on the mainland 
to Arduaine for central 
purification, packing and 
dispatch to the markets. 

The company says the turbine 
is required to power large 
seawater pumps and for filter 
and UV systems to operate its 
purification system to Food 
Standards Agency standards.

The turbine would also be 
connected to the national grid 
which would allow exportation 
of any surplus electricity.

But Kilninver and Kilmelford 
community has led the 
dissenting voices, stating 
the turbine would have a 
negative visual impact and set 
a precedent. The community 
council also questioned the 
efficiency of a turbine sited in 
a sheltered cove.  

Mr Neish’s plan has attracted 
27 objections, including Avich 
and Kilchrenan community 
council. The community 
council is concerned about 
the impact construction traffic 
would have on Kilchrenan, as 
well as concerns over visual 
impact, noise and wildlife 
safety.

MEMBERS of the public are 
being urged by Scottish Fire and 
Rescue to arrange free home fire 
safety visits.

The visits involve officers look-
ing over individual properties 
asking questions and answering 
queries about fire safety, check-
ing smoke detectors are working 
and are where they should be, 
and discussing a fire safety plan.

Martin Hill, station manager 
at Oban community fire station, 
explained: ‘We recognise people 
want to enjoy themselves over 
the festive period, but we are 
asking them to be mindful for 
their safety. For example, if 
people are returning home after 
a night out, consider buying a 
takeaway or making cold food to 
avoid the potentially dangerous 
consequences of mixing alcohol 
consumption with cooking.

‘We also advise about electrical 
safety, including overloading 
electrical sockets with Christmas 
lights. An important part of this 
is asking friends, relatives and 

WINNER: pictured receiving a £20 cash prize from Oban Camera 
Club’s Peter Cleave is Valerie Marshall from Lerags, by Oban.  She 
won a competition organised by the club, where the public was 

asked to identify 15 buildings in Oban town centre, photographed 
from an unusual angle. The competition was organised as part of 

Oban Winter Festival.

LOCHABER schools are being 
tested for levels of a naturally-
occurring radioactive gas.

Radon is a normally 
harmless substance found in 
air everywhere, but Highland 
council staff are concerned 
some buildings may have 
a higher than average 
concentration which could 
increase the risk of lung cancer 
in the long term.

Starting this month, 34 
schools in the Highlands will 
be checked including Lochaber 
high, as well as Banavie, 
Lochyside RC and Inverlochy 
primary schools in the Fort 
William area. 

St Brides, Ardgour, Glencoe 
and Strontian primaries will 
also be visited, where council 
staff will examine whether or 
not the levels of radon are high 
enough to warrant action being 
taken.

Those below a level of 400 
becquerels per cubic metre 
(Bq/m³) are said to pose no 
threat but those higher must 
have the substance pumped 
out.

Bill Alexander, Highland 
council’s director of care and 
learning, said: ‘We will issue 
a further update to all schools 
once further monitoring results 
are received.’

AN OVERTAKING manoeu-
vre cost a driver nine points on 
his licence and a £400 fine last 
week at Oban Sheriff Court.

Damian Ryszka, of Colonsay 
Terrace in Oban, pleaded 
guilty to careless driving on 
the A828 near the junction 
to the Traveller’s site near 
Benderloch on May 22.

The court heard Ryszka, 28, 
was travelling towards Connel 
Bridge when he pulled out to 
overtake a minibus.

But a car had turned out from 
the junction and was heading 
towards the accused, causing 
the minibus driver to brake 
hard to allow Ryszka back into 
his own side to avoid a collision.

A MAN who head-butted a 
teenager in the face has been 
ordered to pay his victim £200 in 
compensation.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
last week that Hugh Vennard, 
of Longsdale Road in Oban, 
had shouted at two teenagers in 
Queen’s Park Place in the town, 
walked over and without warning 
head-butted one of them.

They reported the incident at 
Oban police office and Vennard, 
32, was arrested.

He was ordered to carry out 270 
hours unpaid work and pay £200 
compensation. 

A MULL man who shouted, 
swore and threatened his 
mother in her home while he 
was drunk has been ordered 
to get treatment for his alcohol 
problem.

Callum MacDougall, 47, 
of Bunessan, admitted the 
offence from May this year at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

The court heard it was not 
the first time MacDougall had 
committed such an offence to 
his mother.

He was placed on a 
community payback order for a 
year and as a condition ordered 
to get treatment for alcohol 
abuse and carry out 150 hours’ 
unpaid work.

CHECKS: fi re safety offi  cers Alan Thomson, Adam Barclay, Duncan Lister and Martin Hill, with Oban 
couple Phil and Marie Montieth, who had a home fi re safety visit 16_t51fi re01

neighbours to be mindful of 
people who may be on their own 
at this time of year.

‘We also give advice on things 
people aren’t always aware of, 
such as keeping a phone in their 
bedroom in case they take ill – 
it’s surprising how many people 
don’t have a means of contacting 
someone in that situation.’

Retirees Phil and Marie 
Monteith from Oban decided to 
arrange a home fire safety visit 
last week, following a recom-
mendation from a friend.

Phil said: ‘It’s a good opportu-
nity to get peace of mind about 
fire protection in the house, and 
we were surprised more people 
don’t know about the service.

‘People should take the advice 
and free recommendations on 
offer by the fire brigade as it’s 
given us a bit of peace of mind 
that we are as safe as possible.’

To arrange a home fire safety 
visit, call 0800 0731 999 or 
visit: www.firescotland.gov.uk/
your-safety

Farmer wins seat on council
He succeeds John Semple, who 
also served as an SNP councillor 
in the ward before his recent 
resignation.

Councillor Armour said: ‘In 
my leaflet I said I would listen 
to everyone. I can’t promise that 
I can put everything right – or 
even do everything that people 
want. But I will listen and I will 
do my best for people.

‘Some of the issues people have 
been telling me about when I 
have been on the doorsteps have 
been about the state of the roads 
and problems with flooding.

‘There are other concerns that 
I have about the lack of speed 
in dealing with the concerns of 
people who are in social housing.

‘If I can do something then I 

will. What you see is what you get 
with me. I am a straight-talking 
person. 

‘Sometimes I will say things 
that people might not want to 
hear, but I will always try to be 
straight with everyone.’

Councillor Armour is keen 
to encourage discussion on the 
timetable for the Campbeltown 
to Ardrossan ferry.

He said: ‘The ferry is an asset 
to the area. But the timing of the 
ferry means that businesses are 
getting little benefit from it.

‘People use the ferry on a Friday 
to go to Ayrshire or Glasgow and 
come back – but if it was on a 
Saturday I’m sure people would 
get much more benefit from it.’

On a 28 per cent turnout of 

ELECTED: John Armour is a new 
councillor for South Kintyre 

after his by-election win

the electorate, Mr Armour 
was elected at stage one of 
the process, receiving 942 
first preference votes. There 
were 1,515 valid ballot papers out 
of a total 1,522. 

Charlotte Hanbury (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist) 
polled 203, Michael Kelly 
(Scottish Labour Party) 156 
and Joyce Oxborrow (Scottish 
Liberal Democrats) 214.

Argyll and Bute MSP Michael 
Russell welcomed the vote, 
adding: ‘John will be a first class 
councillor for South Kintyre. 

‘He is rooted in the area and as 
a community activist he knows 
what needs to be done for the 
place and all those who live 
there.’

LOCHABER beauticians had 
plenty to celebrate at their 
Christmas night out as they were 
named winners of a regional 
award. 

Dorota Palicka, owner of Ibiza 
Sun in Fort William, picked up 
the prize for north west salon of 
the year at the Scottish Hair and 
Beauty Awards in Glasgow.

She said: ‘We didn’t expect a 
win at all. It was totally unex-
pected when our salon was called 
to the stage.’  

The following weekend, Mrs 
Palicka and ‘her girls’ put their 
glad rags on and enjoyed a night 
out in the town to celebrate.

Driver guilty of 
careless driving

Payback order for 
drunk Mull man

Head-butt lands 
man in court 

Wind turbine 
plans stall

Ibiza Sun staff  celebrate winning salon of the year at the Scottish 
Hair and Beauty Awards.From left: Emma Lynn, Sharon Murphy, 

Kelsey Grant, Dorota Palicka, Basia Banaszak and Kamila Wszelaka.

Schools monitored 
for natural gas 

Valerie lands £20 club prize

Newsdesk 
01631 568000

Lochaber 
beauticians 
celebrate            
award win

Loch Etive House, Connel, Argyll PA37 1PH  Tel: 01631 720509

All types of building work 
undertaken

Jim and Stephen would like to thank their 
customers for their support in 2014 

and wish them a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

❄
❄

❄

❄
❄

❄

NHBC Registered Builders

Grounds Maintenance
Domestic, Holiday Cottage, & Commercial. 

07778872259     01631710391
gardensmith@hotmail.co.uk

I would like to wish everyone, especially my 
customers a happy and relaxing Christmas.
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Drug abuse driver 
banned and fi ned  

Pylon set on fi re

Early morning raid 

POLICE stopped a car on 
Oban’s Corran Esplanade 
after watching it being driven 
in an erratic manner between 
Dunbeg and Oban.

At Oban sheriff court last 
week, Christopher Camp-
bell-Smith pleaded guilty to 
being unfit to drive through 
drink or drugs on the A85 on 
April 26 and possession of 
class C drug suboxone.

A breath test came back neg-
ative but a wrap with the drug 
was found in the car, which the 
accused said was his.

Campbell-Smith, aged 34, 
of Soroba Road, Oban, was 
examined by a doctor who 
said the accused was not fit to 
drive.

Because of a previous 
conviction for drink-driving, 
Campbell-Smith was banned 
from driving for three years 
and fined £495. He was fined 
£135 for possession.

A MAN who was caught growing cannabis which 
he said was for his own use has been ordered to 
carry out unpaid work in the community.

Twelve plants at varying stages of growth were 
found in November last year in the former McCaig 
Road, Oban, home of Ritchie Cummings, who now 
lives in Crieff.

The court heard labourer Cummings, 43, who 
pleaded guilty, had been a cannabis user for a long 
time and was likely to continue to use the substance.

Sentencing the accused to carry out 300 hours 
of unpaid work, Sheriff Douglas Small told Cum-
mings that it was a serious offence and illegal, even 
if the accused didn’t think so and if he did it again, 
he would be likely to end up in jail.

Police chief in move
to reassure villagers  

Drug user told he’ll 
go to jail next time

Councillor calls for 
Port Beag meeting

Highlighting the 
power of attorney 

POLICE Scotland has moved to allay fears that 
Dalmally police station is to close after the com-
munity officer based in the village moved to Oban.

PC Iain Young has transferred to Oban, leaving 
the Dalmally station vacant.

Responding to community concerns that cash-
strapped Police Scotland would use the vacancy 
as an opportunity to close the station, divisional 
commander Chief Superintendent Helen Swan 
said: ‘The job advert has gone out across Scotland 
and I am optimistic it will attract good interest 
from suitable candidates. It is our intention that the 
post will be filled.’

She added that the inclusion of the police house 
accommodation in the job advert should give the 
community further reassurance that no closure is 
planned.

Chief Superintendent Swan added there were no 
plans to close other village stations in Taynuilt and 
Appin, adding: ‘Like all our estates, police offices 
are constantly reviewed because we have to be re-
sponsive to community needs and also be efficient 
and deliver front line services within a budget.
‘I will never say, ‘It will never happen’ but for the 
foreseeable future these posts are staying as they 
are.’

A PROMISE made to constituents on their door-
steps during an Oban by-election campaign is being 
honoured by a local councillor.

Prior to being elected in May this year, councillor 
Neil MacIntyre heard concerns from residents of 
Gallanach Road over the state of the council pier 
at Port Beag, which was littered with dilapidated 
storage huts and garages.

Councillor MacIntyre said: ‘We will have a meet-
ing of owners and residents to discuss the area.’

Port Beag sits between the RNLI station and the 
Northern Lighthouse Board. Owned by Argyll 
and Bute council, many different residents and 
businesses use the area. 

Councillor Roddy McCuish confirmed there were 
no plans to sell it off, but the local authority was 
simply tidying it up.

THE IMPORTANCE of having trusted family and 
friends able to make important decisions for their 
loved ones is being highlighted by NHS Highland, 
Argyll and Bute Council and the third sector Part-
nership.

The ‘Start the Conversation’ campaign has been 
launched across Argyll and Bute to raise awareness 
of the importance of having ‘Power of Attorney’ 
granted to a trusted relative or friend.

For more information, visit www.mypowerofat-
torney.org.uk

A LIGHTNING strike saw an 
electricity pylon at Gruline on 
Mull set on fire. Emergency 
services and Scottish and 
Southern Energy engineers 
were called at 3.30pm on Fri-
day to Benmore Estate to deal 
with the blaze.

A WOMAN was arrested in 
the Oban in the early hours of 
Thursday morning last week 
on suspicion of possessing the 
class B drug herbal cannabis. 
A report has been sent to the 
procurator fiscal.

A 29-metre communications 
mast has been branded an ‘eye-
sore’ by a Connel resident, after 
it was built without community 
consultation.

The mast, constructed by 
Network Rail at Connel Ferry 
railway station, did not need 
planning permission because 
under permitted development 
rights, prior permission from the 
local authority is not required.

Sandy Dunlop, who serves on 
Connel community council, can 
see the mast clearly from his 
house, which is just under a mile 
away.

He said: ‘There should be con-
sultation with neighbours and 
the community council but there 
was nothing. A massive crane 
appeared in the early hours of 
Sunday morning, and by midday 
the thing was up – I couldn’t 
believe it when I saw it.

‘The council is in no way to 
blame because Network Rail can 
build on ground without asking.

‘The visual impact it has is huge 
– it’s an eyesore. I think it’s ter-
rible that can be put up without 
any public consultation.’

Michael McPhee is manager at 
the Falls of Lora hotel, which is 
right behind the station, and also 
lives next door to the hotel. 

He said: ‘Normally when there’s 

a major change or construction 
there’s a letter or something sent 
out to people in the area to make 
them aware of what’s happening, 
but there wasn’t any consultation 
at all.

‘I would say there’s a total lack 
of courtesy on the part of Net-
work Rail.

‘‘You can see it from every-
where around about the station, 
it’s a huge structure.’

A Network Rail spokesman 
said: ‘Argyll and Bute council 
was informed of the plans in 
June.

‘The mast is part of our 
communication and signalling 
systems and is necessary for the 
operation of a safe and reliable 

COMMUNICATIONS BREAKDOWN: Connel resident Sandy Dunlop 
next to the mast at Connel Ferry station 16_t51mast01

Height of ignorance as villagers
kept in the dark over rail mast 

rail network. The mast is one of 
a network of similar masts across 
the country. 

‘The siting of each mast is 
carefully considered to try to 
minimise its impact on nearby 
property, but where each mast 
sits is also limited by the geog-
raphy of each location and the 
need to maintain even signal 
coverage.’

A spokesman for the council 
said: ‘Under permitted develop-
ment rights, telecom companies 
can build certain things without 
planning permission. Network 
Rail consulted the council out 
of courtesy, and the onus is on 
them to inform the public of any 
plans.’

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

OBAN’S back roads are not 
suitable diversions when the A85 
is closed through weather or road 
traffic incidents, police have 
confirmed.

Police Scotland has been look-
ing at establishing a new contin-
gency plan since May this year 
when the A85 at Pennyfuir was 
closed for eight hours following a 
fatal road crash.

Following the road closure, 
traffic in and around Oban was 
gridlocked for hours.

Oban police later admitted its 

contingency plans had proved 
ineffective as Connel and Glen 
Lonan back roads clogged up.

But after a review involving the 
area’s road policing inspector 
Adam MacKenzie it was conclud-
ed that any official diversion via 
back roads would be unsuitable.

Now Oban council-
lors want the police and 
Argyll and Bute council to come 
up with an alternative plan by  
the next area committee meeting 
on January 14.

The call by committee chair-

man Roddy McCuish was in 
response to a report given last 
Wednesday by Oban police 
Inspector Julie McLeish, who 
said it would be ‘inadvisable’ to 
use the back roads when the A85 
closed.

She told councillors: ‘We have 
looked at that option and it won’t 
work. The convoy system would 
take around 45 minutes and the 
roads are not suitable for that 
amount of traffic.

‘Also, the speed at which these 
incidents happen means we 

have no time to take control of 
the back roads.’ Inspector Mac-
Kenzie told The Oban Times: 
‘Unfortunately, Oban, like many 
other places, has one major road 
going in and if that closes, the 
back roads struggle to take the 
volume of traffic.’

Asked if the time taken to re-
open roads could be reduced, 
he replied: ‘We are actually 
very sharp on that. The fire and 
ambulance have to treat people 
at the scene and only then do we 
investigate.’

Oban’s back roads are a dead end
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TICKETS ARE 
NOW ON SALE
FOR THE AWARDS GALA DINNER

Thursday 26th March 2015
held at Our Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh

PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS ONLINE AT: 
www.scottishruralawards.org

or Tel: 0131 551 7933  email: info@ scottishruralawards.org     

FREE LUXURY
GOODIE BAG
FOR EVERY GUEST

ScottishField
®

www.scottishruralawards.org

All attendees will be featured in Scottish Field or online at scottishfield.co.uk and scottishruralawards.org

BUY 
YOUR TICKETS 

NOW

A famous Campbell poet

‘A chieftain to the Highlands bound
Cries ‘Boatman do not tarry!
And I’ll give thee a silver pound
To row us o’er the ferry!’

‘Now who be ye, would cross Lochgyle
This dark and stormy water?’
‘O I’m the chief of Ulva’s Isle,
And this, Lord Ullin’s daughter’.

The author of this famous poem was Thomas 
Campbell (1777-1844) whose statue stands in George 
Square, Glasgow. 

He is remembered for a number of well-known 
compositions including ‘Ye Mariners of England’, 
‘Locheil’s Warning’, ‘Glenara’ and ‘The Battle of the 
Baltic’. In the last he writes, of the ships, ‘Like leviathans 
afloat lay their bulwarks on the brine’, which, for me, 
always conjures up an amusing image of an overweight 
ladies bathing party! He is, however, best remembered 
for ‘The Ballad of Lord Ullin’s Daughter’ which used to 
be taught in every primary school in the Highlands - at 
least it was in my younger days.

What is not so well known is that Campbell spent the 
summer of 1795 on Mull and in Morvern shortly before 
or after. On Mull he lived at Sunipol, a small farm lying 
between Dervaig and Caileach Point, where he was 
tutor to the children of Archibald Campbell, the Duke 
of Argyll’s tacksman. In Morvern he lodged with the 
Gregorsons, who lived in the old mansion house above 
Ardtornish Castle which was demolished in 1907.

Although of humble appearance and no larger than a 
farm house, Ardtornish House was a gathering place for 
some of the greatest statesmen, travellers and literary 
figures in the United Kingdom, Florence Nightingale, 
Lord Tennyson and Sir Walter Scott to name only three.

Campbell, who was born in Glasgow and educated at 
the town’s high school and university, was the youngest 
of 11 children of Alexander Campbell (1710–1801), son 
of the sixth and last Laird of Kirnan near Kilmichael 
Glassary, descended from the MacIver-Campbells. He 
was a prime mover in establishing the University of 
London and became Lord Rector of Glasgow University 
(1826–1829) in competition against Sir Walter Scott. He 
died in Boulogne, France aged 66. 

I am not aware there is a memorial to him on Mull. It 
would be fitting if there was.

Fuel prices in Morvern

IT WOULD be no exaggeration to say there is concern 
in Lochaline at the cost of fuel at the community 
development’s pumps. 

Motorists have been paying a hefty 152.9 pence per 
litre for both petrol and diesel for years, despite the fall 
in the price of crude oil around the globe. 

In comparison, Morrison’s, Fort William, just 40 miles 
away, is currently charging 115.9 pence per litre for 
petrol and 121.9 pence for diesel. No one expects a small 
village store to be able to compete with supermarkets 
and, of course, we’d be whinging if the pumps were to 
close but, come on, the differential is unreasonable. 

The pumps were replaced some years ago thanks to 
a major public fundraising effort spearheaded by Mrs 
H Watt, then treasurer of Morvern community council. 

Without this campaign they would have disappeared 
completely which puts the inflated price in due 
perspective - the community saved them and now is 
saddled with the price.  

They are owned by Morvern Community Development 
Company which was assisted financially by HIE whose 
remit and that of the client, is to ease the lot of those 
living in remote rural parts and to advance regeneration 
within the community. 

Driving motorists out of the parish to seek fuel and 
to shop elsewhere is doing nothing for the area. If 
anything community development companies should 
be able to subsidise fuel, not profit by it. The Morvern 
Development Company has done so well up until now it 
is a pity it is letting itself down on this issue. 

Unprofi table, unsightly forests

EXTENSIVE timber-felling and extraction is taking 
place on the west side of Glen Liddesdale, known as 
‘The Devil’s acre’, on the privately owned, 13,000-acre 
Laudale Estate. 

The removal of tightly-packed Sitka spruce forests, 
which have hidden so much of Argyll’s unique landform 
for the past 40 or so years, is universally welcomed by 
many geography and geology students. Long may it 
continue. 

Of course, the nation needs timber; it also needs food. 
If worked properly the Highland hills can still provide 
the country’s finest beef, venison and lamb but we 
cannot eat trees. 

Scotland should stop trying to play around with timber 
growing and import all its needs from the Baltic nations 
which are masters of the industry. One only needs to 
visit Denmark and Norway to see how a forest should be 
properly managed and cropped. 

The acid test is would our glens be covered with so 
many unsightly Sitka spruce plantations if they were 
not accompanied by large grants? The answer, in most 
cases, would be a resounding ‘no’.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

GATHERING PLACE: Old Ardtornish House

MORAR women’s rural institute met on Thursday 
December 4. 

Clare Walters and Eileen MacEachan showed the group 
of seven how to make Christmas stars and gift boxes from 
card and paper.

The festive table decoration contest was won by Isobel 
Morton with Pauline Elwell coming second and Christine 
Haynes in third. 

Ms Morton also won the cupcake competition, this time 
sharing first prize with Nicky Parish. 

There will be no meeting in January as members will be 
holding a late Christmas meal. 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday February 5 
when Henrik Chart is scheduled to give a talk on ‘food for 
thought’. 

TIREE high school has asked pupils and their families to 
get to school punctually to help with the smooth running 
of the school day.

Staff have noted that pupils can miss out if they arrive 
in class after the bell has rung, as the rest of the class will 
already have begun their morning routine. 

Head teacher Myra McArthur has asked the children 
to remember that the school day begins at 8.55am, rather 
than 9am.

A VERY special library service, which lends out toys 
instead of books, will be able to grow and expand thanks 
to an award of £9,671. 

The Islay and Jura Toy Library will now benefit more 
children in isolated areas across the two Hebridean islands 
thanks to the grant from the Communities and Families 
Fund, an initiative supported by the Scottish Government 
and Big Lottery Fund

Toy Library co-ordinator Kirsten MacLellan said: 
‘We’ve been so lucky to get this lifeline funding from the 
Communities and Families Fund. 

‘We transport our quality toys, games and resources to 
different centres in the remote islands of Islay and Jura 
where experienced play leaders and volunteers deliver 
family fun activities.

‘We plan to expand our existing services in response to 
local circumstances and develop a monthly activity club 
for primary school children.

‘We are very grateful for this continued support which 
means we can turn our plans into reality.’

Aileen Campbell, minister for children and families, 
said: ‘I am always pleased to see the wide range of projects 
the Communities and Families Fund supports and  I hope 
this funding will be welcome news for these organisations 
before Christmas. 

‘I want Scotland to be the best place to grow up and 
our joint venture with the Big Lottery Fund aims to help 
families and communities flourish by supporting local 
projects that can make a big impact on improving the lives 
of children and families.’

The Communities and Families Fund has a budget of 
£4.5 million from The Scottish Government and £1.5 
million from the Big Lottery Fund. 

Groups can apply for funding from £250 to £10,000. For 
more information visit the communities and families fund 
section at biglotteryfund.org.uk 

THE LOCHALSH branch 
of the Royal British Legion 
Scotland (RBLS) held 
its annual meeting in the 
Lochalsh Hotel, Kyle 
December 3.

The treasurer submitted a 
satisfactory report despite 
expenditure of £4,432.95.

All the office-bearers were 
re-elected and Nina Martin 
was elected welfare officer.

There were 66 paid-up 
members.

The secretary reported 
that Highland council was 
to have the lettering of the 
Lochalsh war memorial and 
the Plockton war memorial 
improved in March.

He also reported that the 
poppy collection of £4,479.69 
was the highest since 2011. 
The branch will send out 21 
parcels at Christmas.

THE ANNUAL senior 
citizens’ dinner and social 
evening was held in Plockton 
hall on December 5 and was 
greatly enjoyed by 90 guests 
from Plockton and district 
and Achmore and district.

Piper Cameron Sharp 
welcomed the guests and 
after an excellent meal, 
Santa Claus dished out 
parcels. 

Dancing to music by 
the Glenelg dance band 
followed.

A COFFEE morning in 
Plockton hotel on November 
22 raised more than £350 for 
Plockton drama club funds 
and the annual Christmas 
fair at Plockton high school 
on November 29 raised 
£4,700 for school funds.

Plockton

Morar

Tiree

WET WEATHER 
couldn’t dampen the 
spirits of the families who 
turned out in force to sup-
port the Kyle of Lochalsh 
Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution. 

Children visited Santa’s 
grotto and the group’s 
fundraising event and this, 
combined with homebak-
ing and craft stalls, raised 
£1,000 for the charity. 

Kyle of Lochalsh

FESTIVE FUN: the 
MacDermid family 

enjoyed a visit to Santa’s 
grotto

AN ISLAY man who was 
announced as a recipient 
of an OBE award in the 
Queen’s Birthday Honours 
earlier this year has only 
recently picked up the 
award.

George Hosking, orig-
inally from Bowmore, 
travelled to Windsor Castle 
to receive his OBE on 
December 8 from HM the 
Queen.

The founder and chief 
executive officer of the 
WAVE Trust, Mr Hosking 
received his award for ser-
vices to reducing violence, 
particularly child abuse.

The honour comes nearly 
70 years after his uncle, 
John Cameron, who was 
also from Bowmore, re-
ceived the OBE.

His late uncle was a 
captain in the merchant 
navy and was awarded the 
OBE in January 1945 after 

being torpedoed three 
times in the Atlantic and 
leading his crews to safety 
on each occasion, twice in 
harrowing journeys of two 
weeks afloat.

The WAVE Trust is cur-
rently leading a campaign 
to reduce child maltreat-
ment in the UK by 70 per 
cent by 2030. 

OBE: George Hosking

CHRISTMAS came early for Spean 
Bridge and Achnacarry Senior Citizens 
Association when members were treated 
to their annual festive lunch.

Pensioners from the area gathered over 
two days last Wednesday and Thursday 
for a meal in Spean Bridge’s four-star 
Russell’s Restaurant.

Members of the association help to 

TREAT: Spean Bridge and Achnacarry Senior Citizens Association hopes to make this 
Christmas a cracker following its annual festive lunch 20_f51seniorlunch01

organise the Caledonian Challenge 
walking trek along the West Highland 
Way every summer and are given £2,000 
by the Scottish Community Foundation 
each year as a ‘thank you’, which helps to 
fund events such as the Christmas lunch.

Spean Bridge

Christmas lunch cheer for senior citizens

ARDAMURCHAN high school pupils 
held their own in a Gaelic competition, 
but were pipped at the post by a team 
from Edinburgh. 

Charlie-Anne Pleming and Rona 
Nicolson travelled to Stornoway to take 
part in the BT National Gaelic Debate 
and defeated Mallaig’s argument about 
the success of online hotel and restaurant 
reviews. But the S4 pupils didn’t make the 
final four when they were defeated by a 
group from James Gillespie’s high school.

DEBATE: Rona Nicolson, left, and 
Charlie-Anne Pleming

Ardnamurchan

THREE groups of youngsters from Argyll 
and Bute have won prizes in a competition 
run by the charity Argyll and the Isles 
Coast and Countryside Trust (ACT).

Entitled ‘Your Act’, the competition 
was open to all schools, clubs and groups 
within Argyll and the isles.

Groups of children aged 18 and under 
were tasked with making a giant mural of 
the ACT logo using nothing but natural 
resources and materials.

Glenbarr primary school, near Camp-
beltown, scooped first prize of £300 with 
its colourful and imaginative mural, with 
Lochdonhead primary on Mull and Islay 
high John Muir award group both winning 
runner-up prizes.

Julie Young, development officer for 
ACT, explained: ‘We’re a new charity 
with one main aim - to maintain, enhance 
and promote the coast and countryside of 
Argyll and the isles, so it can be enjoyed by 
residents, businesses and visitors.  

‘The idea behind the competition was to 
encourage young people to get outdoors 
and to use our natural resources in an art 
project. 

‘We thought it would be a great idea 
to ask groups to make a mural using our 
brand name – to help schools to become 
familiar with us and what we do.’

Julie also praised the quality of the 19 
submissions, received from schools and 
groups throughout the region.  

EYECATCHING: The winning mural, made by Glenbarr primary school, which shows the 
ACT logo, made with only natural resources and materials

Spean Bridge primary school pupils had a visit from two politicians during Fort William 
Parliament Day when Highlands and Islands MSPs David Stewart and Rhoda Grant 

took time out of their busy schedules to visit primary 5-7 classes. Head teacher Kate 
MacGillivray said: ‘The pupils have been studying the Scottish parliament for some 

time. We had a mock debate which everyone enjoyed and the children had some really 
good in-depth questions for the MSPs.’

MSPs quizzed by Spean youngsters

A BUDDING chef from 
Lewis has been named top of 
the class after she received 
an award for her talents in 
cooking.

Sarah MacKillop was 
presented with City of 
Glasgow college’s Nautical 
Cookery prize for both the 
best practical work and 
top written exam results of 
her class. The 25-year-old  
CalMac chef said: ‘I’m really 
proud to have won this award. 
I’m grateful to CalMac for 
supporting me and giving me 
the opportunity to learn and 
develop my skills.’

Lewis
Glenbarr’s winning mural a class ACT
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D MacLean 
Heating

Oban 
Tel: 01631 564220

Have a Cosy 
Christmas 

and a 
Happy New Year

JAMIE 
MCGRIGOR

Highlands & 
Islands MSP

Contact Jamie at 
his Regional Office: 

61 Chalmers St, 
Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX. 
Tel: 01546 606586.

or e-mail:
Email: jamie.mcgrigor.msp@

scottish.parliament.uk

Thanking all our customers 
throughout 2014 and wishing them 

Prosperity for the future.

John MacAlister 
Oban Ltd & 
Auto and Marine 
Engineering

Tel: 01631 570893 Fax: 01631 563565

Tel:  01631 566095  
E: john@jmacoban.co.uk

Mob: 07712654651/07917489084

Donald 
Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
Accounts Preparation for companies, 

sole traders and partnerships, charities, 
income and corporation tax, VAT & 

payroll bureau.
Business plans, start up advice.

Enquiries welcomed from: 
LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS; 

SKYE AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS
Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

Wishing all our customers a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

I think there 
will be 
arguments 
held up 
about this ”

Councillor Bill Clark

EMMA CRICHTON
ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk

A PLANNED retail park in Fort 
William, including a supermarket 
and home discount store, is 
expected to be recommended for 
refusal by planning officers next 
week. 

Aldi and Home Bargains are 
already confirmed tenants for 
the site, with Marks and Spencer 
also in talks with developers, 
but applicants Morbaine Ltd 
were said to be ‘extremely 
disappointed and frustrated’ to 
hear Highland council officials 
plan to recommend rejection of 
the five-unit retail park at North 
Road. 

It is thought the reason for 
refusal will be that a new site, 
combined with the planned 
Tesco at Blar Mhor, will create 
too much competition for the 
town centre, despite the Blar 
site still being empty three years 
after planning permission was 
granted. 

The Morbaine proposal, which 
could bring 150 permanent jobs 
and more during construction,  
received widespread public 
support during a consultation in 
March but it is expected members 

Lochaber music school performed its Christmas concert last Sunday to a packed audience in St Margaret’s RC church in Roy Bridge.  
A ceremony held afterwards in Roy Bridge village hall saw the music school’s Christmas raffl  e drawn, where the crowd enjoyed a 
variety of seasonal refreshments. Proceeds from both this and door admissions raised just over £1100 for the group. Peter Rose, 

Lochaber music school musical director, said: ‘It was a very successful concert and the children played and sang beautifully.’

of the council’s south planning 
applications committee will be 
asked to vote against the plan 
when it is discussed on Tuesday. 

Morbaine already has 
permission for 55,000 square-feet 
of retail space but has requested 
a change to allow  food stores on 
the site between the Rio Tinto 
Alcan junction and Ben Nevis 
Motors on the A82. 

Alex Brodie, director of the 
development company, said he 
has ‘contractual obligations’ to 
Aldi and Home Bargains and 
will start building as soon as 
possible if his company is granted 
permission next week.

He added: ‘Given the near 

unanimous public support 
for our retail park, we are 
extremely disappointed and 
frustrated that council officers 
have recommended that the 
committee reject our application.  

‘Whilst we understand officers 
are working under policy 
constraints, the site at Blar Mhor 
has been empty for a number of 
years and there is no sign of any 
shops appearing anytime soon.

‘We hope the councillors will 
see beyond the recommendation 
of the officer, acknowledge the 
local demand for additional retail 
options and choose to make the 
right decision for Fort William.’

A Tesco spokesman said: ‘We 
know that many people in the 
local community are keen to see 
the new store open and we’re 
very grateful for the support 
we’ve received for our plans in 
Fort William. 

‘We’ll provide an update to the 
local community as soon as we 
can and in the meantime we’ll 
work hard to provide a great 
service to local customers from 
the existing town centre Metro 
store.’

Councillor Bill Clark said 
the North Road development 
‘shouldn’t have been held back’ 
when it came before the south 
planning committee in 2011.

He added: ‘Last time round 
I warned the committee not to 
put all of its eggs in one basket 
and that’s exactly what it did 
by granting the Blar site and 
refusing Morbaine. 

‘The best interests of residents 
weren’t put first the last time and 
they always should be. I think 
there will be arguments held up 
about this.’ 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT A CRACKER

     

DOUBTS HANG OVER NORTH ROAD SHOP DEVELOPMENT

ENERGY regulator Ofgem says 
it will examine the benefits of a 
national charge to avoid residents 
in the Highlands and islands 
paying higher energy costs than 
everywhere else.

People in the region have 
complained about having to pay 
a two pence electrical surcharge 
- amounting to an extra £300 on 
their bills per annum - prompting 
Dave Thompson, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, to 
campaign for what he calls ‘fair 
energy pricing’.

A spokesman for Scottish 
and Southern Energy (SSE), 
the main energy supplier in 
the region said: ‘SSE favours 
replacing this regional variation 
with one national charge across 
Great Britain.’

Renewed calls for 
fair energy pricing

WITH Christmas Day and New Year’s Day both falling on a 
Thursday, The Oban Times will be printed early to ensure our 
readers don’t miss out.

The paper will be on sale in the usual retailers on Tuesday 
December 23 and Tuesday December 30 respectively.

Normal service is resumed on Thursday January 8.

Don’t miss out on your Oban Times

A HOUSE in Kilchoan was left 
burning for more than an hour 
as a shortage of firefighters and 
bad weather hampered attempts 
to put out the blaze.

The property, in the hamlet 
of Kilmory, went up in smoke 
around midday last Friday, but 
all retained staff from the nearby 
Strontian and Lochaline fire 
stations were unavailable at the 
time.

No-one was inside the building 
when the incident occurred, 
though it was partially destroyed.

It is believed that some of the 
local fire team were at work in 
Fort William and by the time 
crews arrived at the scene the 

building was already well alight.
The fire was eventually extin-

guished.
Phil Green, Scottish Fire and 

Rescue Service group manager, 
said that blizzard conditions also 
slowed down the team’s response 
but acknowledged the lack of a 
retained workforce in the area.

He said: ‘This highlights how 
crucial it is that our communities 
support Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service and sign up to become 
retained firefighters.

‘Group manager Pat McElhin-
ney and watch manager from 
Kilchoan, Rosemary Curtis, 
attended a recent Kilchoan 
community council meeting to 

appeal to the community to sup-
port the service and help provide 
daytime retained cover.’

Another incident saw a house 
fire in Kinlocheil, near Glen-
finnan, in the early hours of 
Saturday, in which an adult and 
child received minor injuries.

Two appliances from Fort Wil-
liam arrived and extinguished 
the flames around 2.15am, by 
which time the occupants were 
outside the one-storey bungalow.

Kilchoan home left burning 
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North Connel Christmas lights brighten hospice funds
AN ARGYLL family have 
managed to turn the luminous 
Christmas lights on their 
house into a festive fundraising 
endeavour. 

Tina Cotton, who lives in 
North Connel with husband 
Gerald, decided to put a box 
asking for donations to Oban 
Hospice on her front gate after 
passers-by regularly stopped to 
admire the neon decorations.

Tina’s son Darren and 
daughter-in-law Maxine decided 
to decorate the house this year 
for their own children Dean, 
three, and Lauren, two. 

Darren said: ‘I used to 
decorate the house when I was 
a teenager but hadn’t done it in 
years, but with the kids being 
young I decided to get the box of 
lights out of the attic.

‘They’re pretty impressive and 
can be seen from the other side 
of the Connel Bridge.

‘Quite a few people have come 
across the water to see it; one 
couple driving across the Connel 
Bridge thought the house was a 
nightclub.’

Tina explained: ‘We had quite 
a few knocks on the door from 
people telling us how lovely 
the lights are, so we put a box 
on the gate for donations to 
Oban Hospice - but we take the 
box in every night for security 
reasons. It’s already raised £76 
so hopefully it’ll be a decent 
amount when we take the lights 
down after New Year.

‘The hospice is a good local 
cause that we sometimes feel 
gets forgotten about, so we’re 
pleased to be doing our bit to 
help.’

LIGHT FANTASTIC: Gerald and Tina Cotton with their son Darren and daughter-in-law Maxine, and grandchildren Dean and Lauren. The lights on Tina and Gerald’s house 
attracted attention from passers-by, prompting the family to take donations for Oban Hospice 16_t50lights01/02

Residents fear Loch Etive will become ‘industrialised’ over the course of the next decade but company moves to allay fears

Fish farm expansion defended
A FISH FARM firm which wants 
to expand two of its sites on Loch 
Etive has moved to reassure the 
public over what will be visible 
on the water and any increase in 
noise from automated feeders.

Gideon Pringle of Dawnfresh 
gave his second presentation 
in three weeks at Ardchattan 
primary school on December 
11, discussing his firm’s plans for 
expansion on the loch, having 
also addressed Ardchattan com-
munity council on November 20.

The meetings were both in 
relation to the planning applica-
tion the company has lodged to 
expand its Etive 3 fish farm on 
the loch, which would increase 
the size and tonnage of the Port 
Na Mine (Etive 3) fish farm’s 
existing cages and see six new 
cages installed and a permanent-
ly moored feed barge at the site.

The plans split public opinion 
at the meeting, with a vote held 
afterwards showing six votes in 
support, 10 votes against and 
eight people abstaining.

Mr Pringle said the next stage 
of the Etive 3 plans would be for 
them to go before Argyll and 
Bute council’s planning commit-
tee.

He also admitted that Dawn-
fresh planned an identical ex-
pansion of its Etive 2 site, which 
is to the west of Etive 3 on the 
loch. 

The expansion at Etive 3 would 
see the current capacity of 10 
70-metre cages, increased to 16 
80-metre cages, and the Etive 2 
site would be extended from 6 
60-metre cages to 16 80-metre 
cages, which would double the 
firm’s Loch Etive output from 

2,000 tonnes of fish a year to 
4,000 tonnes. Mr Pringle said 
the current cages were outdated 
and too small and inefficient by 
modern standards.

He described objections to the 
visual impact of the cages, which 
will increase from 16,000 square 

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

metres to 67,000 square metres, 
as ‘very disingenuous’ as 87 per 
cent would be invisible below the 
water level.

As a five-year projection, the 
firm hopes to invest £50million 
into the local economy.

One resident, who lives close 

to the Etive 2 site, said that al-
though the five-year plans were 
in place, she felt that eventually 
the firm would plan to industri-
alise the whole loch, and that 
everyone would be having the 
same discussion in 10 years’ 
time.

She said that a balance needed 
to be reached for Dawnfresh to 
make money and for residents 
‘not to have their lives ruined 
with noise and lighting from 
automated feeders’.

Mr Pringle allayed fears that 
the ‘noisy’ fish feeders would be 
left on constantly, saying that fish 
were visual feeders and therefore 
the equipment would be turned 
off during hours of darkness.

Addressing concerns that fish 
caught on the loch outwith the 
caged areas were found to be 
‘stuffed full of fish feed’, he 
insisted that the fish caught were 
safe to eat, as the pellets were 
going into a food animal and 
therefore strictly regulated and 
completely safe.

Before leaving, Mr Pringle 
again urged those in attendance 
to contact him if they had any 
concerns or issues with the firm’s 
operations and he would do his 
best to help.

Following the public vote, held 
after Mr Pringle left, chairwom-
an of Ardchattan community 
council Margaret Adams said 
she would write to the planning 
committee with the findings of 
the meeting and the results of 
the public vote.

The planning committee has 
already been informed of the 
results of a vote held after the 
first presentation, which also 
split opinion, with five votes in 
favour and five objecting to the 
firm’s plans.

LOCH ETIVE: Dawnfresh has held two meetings about its latest plans to expand two of its fi sh farm sites on the loch

FORT William could be the 
only town in the Highland 
region to charge for parking 
on a Sunday, which the town’s 
community council chairman 
called ‘a disgrace’. 

Highland councillors were 
deciding today (Thursday) 
whether to implement Sunday 
charges as part of money-sav-
ing measures but only car 
parks in Fort William and 
Inverness were highlighted 
under the proposal.

Neil Clark, chairman of Fort 
William community council, 
said he was not opposed to 
paying for parking on a Sunday 
but said the rule should be the 
same across the board.

He added: ‘I understand 
we’re in a difficult place mon-
ey-wise and savings have to be 
made somewhere. My issue is 
with the fact people will have 
to pay for parking in Fort Wil-
liam seven days a week while 
other towns don’t charge at all. 

‘A while back we were told the 
economy in Dingwall was too 
fragile to charge to park but 
isn’t Fort William’s fragile? It 
should be the same rule across 
the board. It’s a disgrace.’ 

A Highland council spokes-
woman said that it would not 
be appropriate to comment 
prior to committee but added 
that proposals would be dis-
cussed at the council meeting 
today.

Sunday parking 
plan ‘a disgrace’

NHS grounds to 
be tobacco-free

Driver stopped 
and arrested

Cars slide off  road 
in bad weather 

NHS HIGHLAND has 
pledged to have smoke-free 
grounds across all its sites by 
the end of March 2015. 

As part of a Scotland-wide 
initiative, the smoke-free 
policy aims to guarantee that 
everyone who enters NHS 
Highland premises, vehicles 
and grounds, has the right 
to breathe air that is free of 
tobacco smoke.  

While smoke-free grounds 
should have been in place 
since January 1 2008 this has 
not always been followed.

The aim is to bring in the ban 
in February 2015 to allow any 
issues to be resolved before the 
ban formally comes into place. 

For further information, 
visit: www.smokefreehighland.
co.uk

POLICE stopped the 28-year-
old driver of a car on George 
Street, Oban, at midnight on 
December 10 and after mak-
ing inquiries discovered he 
was a disqualified driver. 

The man was arrested and 
charged with taking and driv-
ing a car without the owner’s 
consent, having no insurance 
and no licence.

A NUMBER of cars were re-
ported sliding off roads during 
the wild weather last week as 
roads flooded and the first 
snows hit high ground.

Oban police were kept busy 
dealing with calls to single-car 
accidents, particularly on the 
A82 near Bridge of Orchy.

P McKERRAL & CO

We wish all our Customers a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

LIVESTOCK
TIMBER 

AND 
GENERAL 
HAULAGE 

CONTRACTORS

Darlochan Yard, Kilkenzie
by Campbeltown

Telephone 01586 820258  :  Fax 01586 820488

3 Quarry Park, 
Furnace, by Inveraray

Argyll PA32 8XW

Tel: 01499 500285
Mob: 07786330691

A Merry Christmas 
and Happy New 
Year to all our 
customers.

COLIN KENNEDY, 
Area Commissioner of Argyll & South 

Inverness Crofting Commission, 
is wishing crofters everywhere a Happy 

Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. Would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all the 
crofters for their support over the year and 
would like to say that he is available to be 
contracted throughout the festive period.

Tel: 01879 230345
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HIGHLAND councillors are 
deciding today whether to back 
budget cuts worth £42 million, 
which could lead to the closure 
of Lochaber events venue, Nevis 
Centre. 

Local authority members were 
due to gather in Inverness this 
morning (Thursday) to discuss 
proposed changes in services 
from schools to leisure, in an 
attempt to plug part of the £64 
million funding gap. 

Councillors will also be voting  
on issues including reducing 
the number of secondary school 
teachers, implementing Sunday 

parking charges in Fort William 
and cutting grants for leisure 
centres by 50 per cent over the 
next three years. 

If councillors agree to reduce 
funding for third parties, Nevis 
Centre - which includes soft play, 
ten pin bowling and a sports hall 
-  could lose some or all of the 
£170,000 it receives each year 
from Highland council. 

Budget leader Maxine Smith 
said the resource as a whole 
would be cut, as opposed to 
grants for each centre, meaning 
some groups could receive 
their full grant, while others get 
nothing at all. She explained: 
‘We changed from the original 
proposal so now nothing at all 

will be taken away in the first 
year and the full reduction won’t 
be implemented until year three. 

‘This will give organisations the 
chance to talk to the council and 
look at other options for funding.

‘Each group will have to fill 
out a new form proving how they 
benefit the health and wellbeing 
of their community. 

‘If they can’t prove that, they 
could receive a reduced grant or 
may not get anything at all.’

Councillor Smith added the 
choices were ‘difficult’ and said 
members had ‘done their very 
best’ to listen to the views of local 
people. 

During the consultation 
stage last month,  Nevis Centre 

manager Kenny McLaughlin 
said the facility ‘wouldn’t survive’ 
a budget cut. He added: ‘Even if 
we charged £500 a day, five days 
a week, for a big event in the 
main hall it wouldn’t fill the gap 
left by the grant. There just aren’t 
enough days.’

Fort William community 
council chairman Neil Clark said 
the Nevis Centre closing would 
have a ‘huge impact’ on the town.

He added: ‘It is extremely well-
used and is an asset to us. If the 
Nevis Centre closed it would be 
a big loss to Fort William but 
it wouldn’t have a big impact 
on the people in Inverness and 
unfortunately that’s where the 
decision is being made.’ 

The council’s opposition group 
released alternative proposals for 
cost-cutting including reducing 
the salary of councillors and 
removing discretionary budgets 
and funding. 

Independent councillor 
and leader of the opposition  
Carolyn Wilson said: ‘We always 
expressed concerns that this 
budget and its consultation was 
too rushed and we feel it has 
resulted in some damaging and 
unnecessary proposals being 
put forward. We have come up 
with some common sense, good 
housekeeping alternatives that 
keep the services people say 
are important to them in their 
communities.’

AXE LOOMS OVER EVENTS VENUE AS COUNCILLORS MEET TO DECIDE WHERE BUDGET CUTS WILL BE MADE 

FUNDING for Lochaber high 
school’s sixth year trip to London 
received a welcome boost thanks 
to a £500 donation. 

Staff from local biomass 
heating specialist HW Energy 
presented the cheque to pupils 
on behalf of the company. 

The money will be used to 
pay for the 100 pupils’ travel 
around the city during the trip 
in February, which will see 
the students visit museums, 
Westminster and the Tower of 
London as well as attending a 
West End show.

BEST FEET FORWARD: last 
Thursday saw the Scottish 
Country Dancing Festival 
held for school children in 
south Lochaber, organised 

by High Life Highlands Active 
Schools. It saw pupils from 
Kinlochleven, Ballachulish, 

Glencoe and Duror primaries 
learn popular cèilidh dances 
such as Strip the Willow and 
the Dashing White Sergeant, 

helped by senior students 
from Kinlochleven high 

school  20_f51dancing01

REPAIRS to crumbling 
footpaths and an archaeological 
dig around Ben Nevis are some 
of the plans being showcased by a 
conservation group in Lochaber.

The Nevis Partnership - which 
looks after the area surrounding 
Britain’s tallest montain - held an 
open day in its new headquarters 
in Claggan, Fort William, on 
December 5, where the team 
spoke to visitors about its main 
project, the Nevis Landscape 
Partnership, a five-year plan 
which was unveiled earlier this 
year.

The £3.9 million scheme, 
boosted earlier in the year 
by a £1.85 million Heritage 
Lottery grant, will see the 
Nevis Partnership work with 
other organisations on 19 
different schemes designed to 
bring vast economic, social and 
environmental benefits to the 
peak and its surrounding glen.

This will include an 
archaeological excavation of the 
2,000-year-old Dun Deardail 
fort in the west of Glen Nevis, 
starting next year. There will be 
engagement events with schools 
and West Highland College, 
and the production of four short 
films about the area distributed 
to both schools and colleges, 

THE COAST around North 
and South Uist is said to be 
one of the best places to see 
breeding wading birds in 
western Europe.

A recent survey involving the 
Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds (RSPB) and Scottish 
Natural Heritage found more 
than 9,000 pairs of species on 
the machairs of the islands, 
including lapwings, redshanks 
and snipes, which draws 
thousands of birdwatchers to 
the area every year.

Stuart Taylor, RSPB Uist 
species officer, said: ‘The 
islands have no foxes, stoats, 
badgers, pine martens or 
any other native predatory 
land mammals. This enables 
the birds to breed in higher 
concentrations than anywhere 
else.’

A PEDESTRIAN was taken to 
hospital with minor injuries af-
ter a collision with a car outside 
the Job Centre on Fort William 
High Street last Wednesday at 
around 2.45pm.

Police are keen to speak to the 
drivers of a white Volkswagen 
Polo and a Range Rover who 
may have information about 
the incident.

Three days later, through the 
night between 7.30pm on Sat-
urday and 10.30am on Sunday, 
a red Seat Ibiza was removed 
unlawfully from outside a 
house on Glenkingie Street in 
Caol, but later recovered on the 
A830 at Corpach.

The same night, there was 
also damage caused to a black 
Mitsubishi L200 parked on 
Appin Road, Kinlochleven.

Anyone with information 
about these incidents is asked 
to call local police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555111.

Pedestrian hurt in 
collision with car

North and south 
Uist a bird haven

Nevis Centre closure fears

HIGH schools in the Highlands 
will face tighter funding 
constraints if local authority 
members agree to cut the number 
of teachers.

Highland council has proposed 
a one per cent reduction of 
teaching staff across the region, 
saving up to £920,000 and 
resulting in up to 60 jobs going. 

Members were due to debate 
the proposal as part of a full 
council meeting in Inverness 
today (Thursday).

Jim Sutherland, head teacher 
of Lochaber high school, said 
although one per cent would 
equate to less than one full-time 
post, it would mean difficult 
choices would have to be made 
about how the school’s money 
was spent. 

He added: ‘This comes on top 
of previous cuts so will make an 
already difficult decision even 
harder.

‘We’re one of the bigger schools 
in this area and have 70 teachers 
but some of them are part-time 
positions. All of the money we get 
goes in to one budget and we then 
have to work out how to spend 
that on teachers, equipment and 
other resources. Any reduction 
would mean rethinking where 
that money is spent.’ 

Highland council also proposed 
a reduction on primary school 
teaching hours but withdrew the 
suggestion following a backlash 
during the public consultation 
stage.

Budget leader Maxine Smith 
said: ‘The biggest share of the 
council budget is spent on care 
and learning and where we can 
mitigate the impact on education, 
we will do so. 

‘Having listened to the concerns 
of the public regarding proposals 
to reduce the primary school 
week, the administration group 
decided to remove the proposal 
from year one (2015/16), to 
allow further work on the detail 
and to minimise any  impact on 
schools.’

The council has also proposed 
increasing the price of school 
meals by 10 pence per year for 
the next four years, over and 
above the cost of inflation. 

OPEN DAY: the Nevis Partnership team welcomed visitors to their new offi  ce in Claggan to learn about 
future enhancements of the Ben Nevis experience. From left to right, Leona Jones, Lizzie Cooper, Freja 

MacDougall and Lewis Pate 20_f51nevis01

Mountain group showcases plans

which will premiere at the Fort 
William Mountain Film Festival 
every year.

In addition, repairs will soon 
start to rapidly deteriorating 
paths around Ben Nevis, plus 
the building of new ones such as 
a north face path which will give 
hillwalkers a much-improved 

route down from the mountain’s 
summit. Freja MacDougall, from 
the Nevis Partnership, welcomed 
visitors to the group’s open day.

She said: ‘We are providing 
people with the opportunity to 
learn about our five-year plan 
and see our new offices here, 
which we recently moved into 

from our old base in Torlundy.’
The Nevis Partnership has 

joined forces with Scottish 
Natural Heritage, Forestry 
Commission Scotland, the 
John Muir Trust, Highland 
council and Lochaber chamber 
of commerce to implement the 
programme.

RESIDENTS in the north 
of Skye have slammed NHS 
Highland’s decision to build 
the island’s new hospital in 
Broadford.

The Save Portree Hospital 
Group claims that the existing 
facility in Portree ‘will no 
longer be a hospital’, after a bid 
was approved to remove all of 
its overnight beds once the new 
building opens in the south of 
the island.

A statement from the cam-
paigners said: ‘The proposed 
‘spoke facility’ in Portree is 
being punted by NHS High-
land as a hospital but it will 
have no beds, no accident and 
emergency and no 24-hour 
medical cover. 

‘There will be no additional 
beds or services to replace 
what will be lost.

‘The number of hospital 
beds in Skye and Lochalsh has 
already been cut from 43 to 32 
in the last 10 years. The cuts 
are expected to reduce that to 
28 beds.

‘This so-called redesign of 
services is nothing more than 
a cost-cutting exercise that’s 
been designed to save NHS 
Highland £850,000 a year.’

However, health officials 
believe there is no option but to 
make the cuts.

A spokesperson from NHS 
Highland said: ‘All too often 
people either have to be admit-
ted or discharged to hospital 
because we don’t have the right 
community services and sup-
port.  

‘And we cannot invest in 
these services if we continue to 
manage with inpatient facilities 
across multiple sites.’

The NHS originally consid-
ered building the new hospital 
in the north of the island but 
this plan was dropped.

High schools 
face losing 
teachers if 
cuts agreed

DELIGHT: Lochaber high 
school’s deputy head teacher 

Donald MacLean receives a £500 
cheque from Elaine Cameron 
from HW Energy as Alasdair 
Miles, also of HWE, and sixth 

year pupils look on

Energy fi rm lights 
up trip funds with 
£500 donation 

‘Weather bomb’ power 
cuts and travel disruption 

A HOLYROOD minister 
has committed to giving 
more community powers to 
Scotland’s islands.

Derek MacKay, the Scottish 
government’s islands minister, 
met with Angus Campbell, 
leader of Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar, to discuss the proposals 
on Thursday. 

He said: ‘The government’s 
proposals to empower all of 
Scotland’s island communities 
included a commitment to 
appoint an islands minister and 
I am keen to engage with all 
the island leaders individually 
as well as with the Our Islands 
Our Future campaign.’

WESTERN Isles councillors 
have been unsuccessful in a bid 
to help low-paid workers.

Councillors Gordon Murray 
and Rae Mackenzie proposed 
an amendment to secure the 
living wage for the lowest-paid 
employees in Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, who started work 
in 2013, but this was outvoted 
at a meeting on December 6. 

Councillor Murray said: ‘I am 
very disappointed the adminis-
tration chose not to back date 
the living wage.’

Meeting on more 
island powers

Living wage bid 
turned down

Residents 
hit out over  
hospital 
decision

MORE than 17,000 homes in the 
Western Isles were left without power last 
Wednesday as a ‘weather bomb’ struck 
Scotland.

Winds of up to 80mph saw power cuts 
and the closure of all schools, nurseries, 
sports and leisure facilities in the Hebrides, 
together with the cancellation of buses and 
most ferry services. The remote island of 
St Kilda even saw wind speeds of 144mph - 
thought to be one of the highest records in 
the UK - while the Skye bridge was closed 
to all high-sided vehicles. 

In Lochaber, residents experienced gale 
force winds, thunder, lightning, heavy rain 
and hail, while ScotRail cancelled all of 
the day’s train services from Mallaig, Fort 
William and Oban to Glasgow.

Could your business play a part 
in a multi-million pound schools 

construction project?
Argyll and Bute Council, with Hub North Scotland

and Morrison Construction, is investing in a
new high school for Oban

Find out how your company could get involved as a 
sub-contractor or supplier—come along to our

Meet the Buyer Event

Wednesday 21st January 2015

Corran Halls, Oban—1pm to 5pm

Register at www.morrisonconstruction.co.uk

One-to-one slots available to pre-book

THE COMPANY behind 
a proposed wind farm on 
Rannoch Moor has put its 
plans on ice for six months 
following objections by resi-
dents and conservationists.

Talladh-a-Bheithe Wind 
Farm Ltd asked for a plan-
ning extension for 24 tur-
bines, each 125 metres tall, 
on a 50-square mile stretch 
of wilderness east of Fort 
William, with the application 
now due to be considered in 
May.

The decision was made 
after 958 formal objections 
from various parties and 
pressure from the Mountain-
eering Council of Scotland 
(MCofS), Keep Rannoch 
Wild (KRW) and the John 
Muir Trust (JMT), all of 
which fear the development 
will disfigure the landscape 
and endanger wildlife.

Talladh-a-Bheithe Wind 
Farm Ltd - the UK subsidiary 
of Dutch firm Eventus BV - 
asked for the extension after 
‘reviewing responses’ and 
now plans to ‘prepare and 
submit further and additional 
environmental information’.

Scottish Natural Heritage 
estimates that a wind farm 
near Loch Rannoch would 
kill a golden eagle every 19 
months plus harm popula-
tions of otters, ospreys and 
other species.

Helen McDade, head of 
policy at the John Muir Trust, 
said: ‘This development 
would be a stab in the heart 
of Scotland’s wild land.

‘We do not believe it is 
acceptable that the devel-
opers are given a six-month 
extension to improve their 
application in light of massive 
opposition.’

Talladh-a-Bheithe Wind 
Farm Ltd states its new 
development would generate 
£375,000 per year through 
community benefit opportu-
nities and will make amend-
ments to the proposals for 
the planning authority, Perth 
and Kinross Council.

Kirsty Leiper, of MHP 
Communications which 
represents the group, said: 
‘The applicant has agreed 
that there is scope to prepare 
and submit additional envi-
ronmental information by 
way of an addendum to the 
environmental statement.

‘The publication and 
publicity of the addendum 
will be undertaken in 
agreement with the Scottish 
government’s energy con-
sents and deployment unit.’

Rannoch wind 
farm on hold 
as developer 
reviews plans



Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 
words in length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses 
must be supplied, including on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone number is also required for 
verification. 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that 
all our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we 
accept that, on occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic 
process of producing the biggest local newspaper in the 
West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct 
any errors in print. If you find an error of fact on our 
pages please write to The Editor, The Oban Times, PO 
Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving your day-time 
telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 
corrections or clarifications.

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ 
Commission’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not 
necessarily those of this newspaper.
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Across
1 Birdsong (7)
5 Sound heard when Santa is coming... (5)
8 ...left for Santa (5,4)
9 Energy (3)
10 A goner (5)
12 Lit in church (7)
13 Wickedness (13)
15 The purpose of a church (7)
17 Biting (5)
19 The night before Christmas (3)
20 Fruit provider (5,4)
22 Hazardous (5)
23 The feeling of children at Christmas (7)

Down
1 It comes from above (5)
2 Where they had no room for Mary (3)
3 Go back, from outdoors (2-5)
4 Said to be Jesus (6,2,5)
5 Small boatswain (5)
6 Pendant (9)
7 An Indian turnover (7)
11 Stated in courts (9)
13 A week to the day after Christmas (3,4)
14 Spar-like (7)
16 Jubilant (5)
18 Dough? (5)
21 Natural breakdown (3)

’S NEÒNACH GUR E annas sam bith a th’ ann a 
bhith a’ cluinntinn mar a tha na h-àireamhan a tha a’ 
nochdadh aig ionadan tubaist agus èiginn ospadail 
feadh na dùthcha a’ dol suas gu mòr thar mìosan a’ 
gheamhraidh. 

Ach chan e tubaistean neo èiginn a tha a’ cur mòran 
chun nan ionadan sin a rèir coltais, ach fios gum faigh 
iad aire dhotairean nas luaithe na bhiodh coltach nan d’ 
rachadh iad chun nan ionadan-slàinte àbhaisteach aca 
fhèin. A rèir aithrisean bho urrasan slàinte,  tha seo a’ 
cur uallach cho mòr air cuid de na h-ospadalan is gum 
bheil cunnart ann nach tèid aca air seasamh ris na bheil 
a’ tighinn orra de dh’iarratas. 

Tuigear carson a tha seo na adhbhar dragh dha luchd-
obrach slàinte a tha gu dìcheallach a’ sireadh taic is 
leigheas a thoirt dha euslaintich, agus tuigear cuideachd 
carson a bu chòir dhan t-suidheachadh a bhith na dhragh 
dhan riaghaltas. ’S ann aig an riaghaltas a tha smachd 
air an ionmhas agus ’s e an riaghaltas seo cuideachd a 
chuir uiread de smachd air buidseatan slàinte an urra 
ri dotairean-teaghlaich na dùthcha, agus tha e doirbh 
a chreidsinn nach eil na h-atharraichean sin air buaidh 
a thoirt air mar a tha an t-seirbheis air a libhrigeadh 
agus an ùine a dh’fheumas daoine feitheamh gus 
dotair fhaicinn mar phàirt den duilgheadas sin. Air a’ 
Ghàidhealtachd co-dhiù,  tha na h-ospadalan nas miosa 
buileach nuair a thig e gu ceann-latha fhaotainn airson 
speisealaiche slàinte fhaicinn, is daoine gu bitheanta a’ 
feitheamh eadar trì is ceithir mìosan is iad fo iomagain 
a thaobh an cuid slàinte. 

Gun teagamh sam bith, tha dotairean aig gach ìre fo 
uallach mhòr agus tha iad air ùine a chur seachad ag 
ionnsachadh, ach aig an aon àm tha iad air an deagh 
phàigheadh an coimeas ris a’ mhòr-chuid eile. Mar sin 
tha e doirbh a thuigsinn carson, ann an ceann a tuath na 
h-Alba gu sònraichte, a tha sinn cho gann de dhotairean 
is gum bheil milleanan ga chosg air feadhainn a tha gam 
fastadh air cùmhnantan goirid. ’S dòcha gun canadh 
cuid gum bheil an ìre pàighidh airson cùmhnantan 
pàirt-ùine cho fialaidh agus nach eil brosnachadh ann 
dha dotairean cùmhnantan làn-ùine a ghabhail? Ach 
feumar cuimhneachadh nach eil ionadan tubaist is 
èiginn ospadail idir goireasach dhan mhòr-chuid air 
an dùthaich, agus ann an iomadach àite chan eil fiù ’s 
dotairean-teaghlaich faisg orra. Cuimhnichibh mar sin 
air nàbaidhean, chan ann a-mhàin aig àm Nollaige ach 
fad na bliadhna!

WHILE the difficulty in recruiting doctors and 
consultants to the Highlands and islands is worrying, 
urban hospital accident and emergency departments 
in the south of the UK are also under severe pressure 
with many people attending rather than wait for 
appointments with family doctors. 

Most rural communities have no easy access to 
accident and emergency and some don’t even have a GP 
nearby. Remember to look out for neighbours not just at 
Christmas time, but all year round. 

Ailean Caimbeul  (Allan Campbell ) 
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

This week’s fl ashback photograph was submitted by Colin Armstrong of Coventry and features the Cruive pool on the 
River Awe, near Taynuilt in days gone by. Prints or emails of fl ashback photos sent to editor@obantimes.co.uk should 

be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone who wishes a print returned must 
supply a stamped, addressed envelope.

Cruive pool, River Awe, near Taynuilt

No grasp of      
local issues 
Sir,
I dearly love the NHS. Our 
Appin surgery has been 
wonderful, as have the 
district nurses and other 
community staff. 

But, reading The Oban 
Times, I despair of the 
wider NHS’s grasp of local 
geographical issues. 

Patients from Oban reg-
ularly undertake gruelling 
six-hour round trips for rou-

tine appointments/scans. 
Those who are too frail 

cannot access services 
including epilepsy and 
diabetes at all. 

As for the road to Oban, 
how is an emergency GP 
going to reach us in Appin 
if the road is closed at Dun-
beg/Connel Bridge/Barcal-
dine centre for six hours at 
a time as has been the case 
frequently this year? 

The back road from Oban 
to Connel becomes impass-
able as well. 

Is a GP going to be 

helicoptered in to Appin? 
I think not. Appin sur-
gery is also a prescribing 
pharmacy. What access 
will emergency GPs 
have for essential drugs?
Fabia Gray, Appin.

Good luck to    
Co-op ‘family’

Sir,
I fully agree with what M 
Diamond says in letter 
published in last week’s 
Oban Times ‘No respect for 

Co-op staff’.
I would like to thank all 

the staff in the Co-op for 
being so nice and friendly 
and I am so sorry that this 
had to happen. It was like a 
family in there.

I wish all the staff lots of 
luck in the future and thank 
them for looking after me 
and their other customers 
like they have done over the 
years.

The bakery there was 
second to none too.
Dorothy C Parker, Ardcon-
nel Road, Oban.

Christmas 
songbook

FED UP with Christmas 
shopping? Needing to get 
some relaxation and fun 
back into your life? 

If so the City Halls is 
the place to be tonight 
(Thursday) at 8pm when 
Phil Cunningham takes 
to the stage with his 
now customary group of 
friends.  

In what has now become 
a Glasgow fixture, before 
heading for Edinburgh, 
Queen’s Hall and then 
Perth Concert Hall, you 
will be guaranteed an 
evening of wonderful 
Christmas music, old and 
new.  

Eddi Reader, Karen 
Matheson, Kris Drever, 
and John McCusker will 
join Phil together with 
instrumentalists Ian Carr 
and Kevin McGuire as well 
as a special guest brass 
band.  

Add in some community 
singing of old Christmas 
favourites  and  you will 
step out of the City Halls 
with your batteries fully 
recharged.

Clydebank 
and District 
Highlanders’ 
Association
THE ‘BANKIES’ held 
its last ceilidh of 2014 
in Napier Hall, Old 
Kilpatrick, and despite 
a poorer attendance 
than usual those present 
enjoyed a relaxed evening 
with quality entertainment.  

Secretary Mairi 
Howieson, as if she did not 
have enough to do, joined 
Alasdair Whyte, the local 
group Rock Salt and Iain 
MacLean as the singers for 
the evening. 

Indeed the association 
was indebted to Iain for 
stepping in from his seat 
in the audience. They were 
ably supported by excellent 
instrumental selections 
from piper Robert Wood 
and accordionist Willie 
Scott with Kirsteen Grant 
as accompanist and as I 
indicated last week I was 
charged with orchestrating 
proceedings.   

This event highlighted 
many of the typical 
characteristics of this type 
of function and perhaps 
in the coming weeks, as 
we review the past year 
and look forward to 2015, 

we will  take yet another 
look at the role of the 
local ceilidhs in the social 
life of the city and the 
surrounding area.

Trad awards

MANY congratulations 
to all the winners at the 
Traditional Music Awards 
held in Inverness last week. 

It was pleasing to see so 
many musicians  currently 
based in Glasgow and 
others who have strong 
connections with the 
city being recipients of 
these awards at a time 
when traditional music is 
flourishing.

Gaelic learning 
funding

APPLICATIONS are 
invited from two separate 
sources for projects 
which will encourage and 
increase the learning and 
use of Gaelic.  

For  further information 
and application forms 
telephone 01463 225454 
or email tabhartas@
gaidhlig.org.uk - closing 
date Monday February 
9 2015 - or colmcille@
gaidhlig.org.uk - closing 
date February 16 2015 - or 
eilidh@gaidhlig.org.uk 

Correction

PLEASE note that the 
band booked to play at the 
Highlander’s Club Dance 
in Partick Burgh Halls, at 
8pm. this coming Saturday,  
will be Donnie and Diane’s 
Band and not as appeared 
in last week’s letter.

Diary dates 

Thursday December 
18: Phil Cunningham’s  
Christmas Songbook - see 
above.
Saturday December 20:  
Highlander’s Club - see 
above.
Monday December 29: 
Tolbooth, Stirling, 8pm - 
Peatbog Faeries.

Pub scene

MUSIC in the Park Bar 
this weekend will be 
provided by Eriskay Lilt 
on Friday, Scott Harvey 
on Saturday and Nicky 
McMichan on Sunday with, 
in the Islay Inn, Parting 
Glass on Friday and Penny 
Dogs on Saturday.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

LAST week’s photographs 
of two contrasting views 
of Oban prompted many 
readers to comment on our 
Facebook page:

Beautiful scene: a clean 
and tidy war memorial on 

Oban’s esplanade

OVERFLOWING: rubbish 
bins in Soroba

Kenny MacKenzie: You 
can’t just point the camera 
at a scenic spot in town and 
then at some bins and say 
there is a contrast.

Oban, in general, is a 
pretty clean town and has 
some of the most beautiful 
seascapes in the world. 

I believe visitors to Oban 
are generally impressed 
with how tidy the town is 
but are disappointed to see 
empty shops and a closed 
Oban Inn with a neighbour-
ing empty plot beside it. 

Rockfield School sitting 
idle in a flurry of red tape 
and boarded up windows. 
Not to mention the burned 
out shell of the Harbour 
Bowl. We actually drop 
tourists off  beside a burned 
out building!

Oban’s problem is not lit-
ter, it is old-fashioned views 
about keeping the town as 
independent as possible. 
Progress is seen as a demon 
yet it drives competition. 

Some narrow-minded 
people should listen to 
some of the ideas that could 
enhance Oban, a new mari-
na being one.
John Hutchison: Soroba 
is disgusting now. How 
did they expect fortnightly 

pickups to work when they 
were struggling with weekly 
collections? Seagulls pull 
rubbish out and litter goes 
everywhere.
Mike Thomson: I was born 
in Oban but left it 27 years 
ago. My family still live in 
Oban, so I go back usually 
once a year. It makes me 
sad to see how run down 

the town looks with all the 
empty shops, boarded up 
buildings and the famous 
Oban Inn closed.
David Wilson: I do like how 
people are complaining 
about the lack of shops in 
Oban, but the main reason 
for it is they aren’t finan-
cially viable. 

I was looking into opening 
up a bakery in town but 
after talking to a business 
analyst it was shown the 
rental on premises is too 
high compared to the aver-
age spend per head in town. 
Annike Cameron: There 
are so many things to 
be proud of in Oban but 
unfortunately the lack of 
good shops, considering the 
amount of young families 
that live here, is not one.
Claire Douglas Bruce: Take 
a walk along the Esplanade 
and see the rubbish strewn 
all over the beach or up the 
steps behind the Corran 
Halls to Dunollie and tell 
me there isn’t a litter prob-
lem?
John Lamont: Sometimes 
think there’s too much con-
cern for visitors rather than 
focusing on local services.
Zoe Leach: The people who 
clean our streets try to keep 
them clean. The council 
could pay for more street 
cleaners and fine the untidy 
ones? Our street cleaners 
do a wonderful job.
Nancy Saxby, Canada: Of 

all the places in the world 
we have travelled, Oban 
is the most beautiful and 
welcoming. Every city has 
its less than lovely side, but 
we didn’t find anything to 
complain about in Oban. 
Stella Holmes: As a regular 
visitor to Oban for the last 
14 years, I still love the 
town. Yes there are empty 
shops but you will see that 
in all town centres today. 
Bins and rubbish are also 
a feature of our towns as 
councils attempt to balance 
their books. Oban’s atmos-
phere has never changed. 
The excitement of the 
ferries taking people to 
so many destinations, the 
lovely shops, very friendly 
locals and fabulous scenery 
are what keep me coming 
back.
Tony Hodgon: The amount 
of young people dying in the 
town over the last couple of 
years and the reasons why 
should be a bigger concern 
rather than an over-spilling 
bin in the street.
Dawn Osborne-Harris: 
Oban is clean compared to 
a lot of places. You should 
have seen the state of where 
I used to live down in Work-
ington, Aspatria, Cumbria.
Rosslynn Gemmell: The 
main problem with the 
bins in Soroba is that kids 
get sent to the bins to put 
rubbish out and they can’t 
reach the lids to close them.

Who will drive change?

It’s one thing to admire the candour of our senior 
police officers when they admit that Oban’s back 
roads are nothing short of a dead end when it comes 

to providing a set of vital emergency routes in and out 
of the town when the main A85 is closed by weather or 
accident.

However, it is equally frustrating and perhaps falls into 
the category of stating the obvious. You only have to live 
in the town for less than a year to understand fully the 
precarious grip we maintain with the outside world. 

The dreadful accident in Pennyfuir in May cut off 
Oban from the rest of Argyll and Scotland for a full eight 
hours - traffic was gridlocked; the town was isolated.

In the immediate aftermath, there was talk from the 
great and the good that contingency plans would be put 
in place and that Oban would have the ‘resilience’  - 
whatever that means - to cope with a similar situation.

Six months have past and we’re still stuck in the same 
rut, waiting for a solution to a problem that is only 
going to get worse. Who is going to drive the agenda for 
change? As the impact of Road Equivalent Tariff fast 
approaches our highways, time is not on our side. 
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fi nd us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/obantimes

KEVIN MCINNES 
FLOOR COVERINGS

Tel: 01631 565839
Mob: 07745 264403
WISHING ALL MY CUSTOMERS A 
VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

Phone: 01397 703986 Mob: 07428 702128
Email: rossstewart@rocketmail.com

19 Rowan Drive, Caol, Fort William, PH33 7EG

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING 
AND CENTRAL HEATING

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Plumbing & Heating Engineers FORT WILLIAM

Tel: 01631 770206

&
Roni’s Chainsaw Art 
wish all their customers a 
very Merry Christmas and 

all the best in the New YearAilt-á-Mhuillin, BALLACHULISH, Argyll, PH49 4LB
Tel: 01855 811641  Fax: 01855 811013

Mobiles: 07970 824252 or 07970 824506
E-Mail: ks.refrigeration@btopenworld.com

Wishing all our customers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Heat Pump Installations

On Call 24/7

CK Satellite 
& Aerial 

Installations
I N S T A L L A T I O N S 

&  R E P A I R S

Colin wishes all 
his customers 

a Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

T.V. Problems contact 
Colin on 01631 710320 

mob. 07810 567900
Email: cksatellite@yahoo.com

Over 20 years in the business of nationwide haulage to the islands and west coast.
Experienced, reliable delivery of agricultural supplies, timber frames,

machinery, building supplies, wind turbine components and other heavy loads.
Iain A MacKinnon Ltd. Dunfoot, Balephetrish, Isle of Tiree. PA77 6UY

e-mail: mackinnonhaulage@btconnect.com    www.mackinnonhaulage.co.uk

Nationwide freight transport to the West Coast and Islands.
Haulage, Plant Hire, Ground Works and Building supplies.

Tel: 01879220044 / 07767402937

I. A. Mackinnon Haulage

Merry christmas to all our customers

A FOUNDING member of the 
ceilidh band Skipinnish says 
victory at the MG Alba Scots 
Trad awards has rounded of the 
best year in the band’s 15-year 
history.

Tiree native Angus MacPhail 
says he has a number of high-
lights from 2014 but described 
the moment his band won live act 
of the year at the awards ceremo-
ny in Inverness Leisure Centre as 
‘absolutely amazing’.

Accordionist Angus said: ‘If am 
totally honest I didn’t think we 
had a hope of winning a category 
that included Skipinnish and the 
Peatbog Faeries, so I was totally 
shocked.

‘I still think it must have been a 
mistake - it was Skerryvore that 
won but they read out the wrong 
name.’

A record breaking figure of 
more than 100,000 public votes 
went towards deciding the award 
recipients at the 12th annual 
Scots Trad Awards held on Sat-
urday.

Broadcast live on BBC ALBA, 
the prestigious awards – organ-
ised by Hands Up for Trad – was 
hosted by Gaelic television per-
sonality Tony Kearney and Lo-
chaber musician and broadcaster 
Mary Ann Kennedy. 

The best live act prize was 
awarded as Skipinnish’s newly re-
leased single December reached 
number one in the world music 
charts, their second number one 
this year. The celebrations con-

tinued into Sunday and Monday 
in Glasgow, as Skipinnish were 
joined by Skerryvore, Vatersay 
Boys and Trail West for a cel-

ebratory session. Angus said: 
‘This is by far the best year of the 
band and the progress we have 
made in that time is amazing. 

Our line-up and the standard of 
our own material has improved, 
we are playing more gigs to 
more fans and the success of our 

releases - the Western Ocean 
album and singles Walking on 
the Waves and December - has 
really surprised us. 

‘For a band, winning live act of 
the year is the most important 
prize at the trad awards.’

Skipinnish have had a hectic 
2014, promoting their album and 
playing for Team Scotland at its 
Commonwealth Games party.  

But Angus picks out a perfor-
mance at this year’s Tiree Music 
Festival as not just his highlight 
of the year, but the best moment 
of his musical career.

He said: ‘We have had incred-
ibly good fun this year but Tiree 
Music Festival was amazing.

‘The crowd was singing along 
with our songs and it was my 
favourite musical experience in 
15 years of playing.’

Other winners at this year’s 
Scots Trad Awards included 
North Uist’s Julie Fowlis, who 
scooped Folk Band of the Year. 

This year her band has per-
formed across 19 days, 14 venues 
and 11 states as part of a US tour 
and, more recently, Julie herself 
became the first Gaelic artist 
to win at the national Scottish 
Music Awards, joining a list of 
previous prizewinners including 
Annie Lennox, Paolo Nutini and 
Simple Minds. Julie also gave an 
acclaimed performance at the 
opening ceremony of Glasgow’s 
Commonwealth Games.

Event of the Year was GRIT: 
The Martyn Bennett Story, a 
‘visually spectacular theatrical 
exploration’, looking at how 
the Mull musician stormed the 
underground music scene in 
the 1990s with his unique blend 
of Gaelic and world song with 
cutting edge dance music.

BEST YEAR: Skipinnish topped off  a 2014 to remember by winning best live act of the year at last weekend’s MG Alba Scots Trad Music 
Awards. 

EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

Park primary school pupil 
Catriona McFarlane saw the 

apple of her eye recently 
during the school’s Apple 

day. 
The youngster was 

photographed holding one 
of the entries in the largest 

apple competition as the 
school celebrated the fourth 

anniversary of its school 
orchard on November 20, 

with a day of fantastic fruity 
fun. 16_t51apple01

The apple 
of her eye

Expertise in 
Argyll sought 
for school 
projects

STUDENTS in Argyll and Bute will now 
be able to study for a primary teaching 
career in Oban, after a local college added 
a new diploma course to the curriculum.

Argyll College - part of the University 
of the Highlands and Islands (UHI) - has 
been approved to offer a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Primary Education (PDGE), 
which will be offered in partnership with 
Argyll and Bute council.

Argyll College UHI will be working 
closely with the council to contribute di-
rectly to the supply of locally-based prima-
ry teachers in Argyll, with the first group 
of students based at the Oban campus due 
to start in August 2015.

Fraser Durie, principal of Argyll College 
UHI said: ‘We are delighted to be able 

to offer this opportunity for students to 
study and work in Argyll and Bute for the 
PGDE in Primary Education. 

‘Previously, students would have had to 
travel outwith the region and incur consid-
erable additional costs in order to follow 
this route.

‘It is another milestone for the college 
to be able to deliver this, our first, taught 
postgraduate diploma.’

There is currently a shortfall of primary 
teachers in Argyll and Bute, with Ashfield 
primary school, located 10 miles west of 
Lochgilphead, closing in November this 
year.

Argyll and Bute Council has previously 
stated it struggles to recruit teachers to 
the area. 

Argyll to train teachers

LOCAL businesses are being 
encouraged to find out how they 
can benefit from new schools 
being constructed in Argyll and 
Bute at a series of ‘Meet the 
Buyer’ events next year.

Argyll and Bute council, in 
partnership with Hub North 
Scotland, is planning new sec-
ondary schools for Oban and 
Campbeltown as well as the new 
Kirn Primary School in Dunoon. 

The main construction con-
tract has been awarded to firm 
Morrison Construction, and 
there are opportunities for local 
companies to get involved either 
as sub-contractors or suppliers 
for the significant projects.

‘Meet the Buyer’ events will 
be held in Dunoon, Oban and 
Campbeltown during January. 

Argyll and Bute council’s 
Policy Lead for Education and 
Lifelong Learning, Councillor 
Aileen Morton, said: ‘Here in 
Argyll and Bute we have lots of 
locally owned companies who 
have the skills, expertise, local 
knowledge and capacity to play 
a part in these major projects. I 
would encourage businesses to 
come along to their local Meet 
the Buyer event to find out more 
and get involved.’

The sessions will be held be-
tween 1pm and 5pm in Dunoon’s 
Queen’s Hall on Tuesday, 
January 20, 2015, in Oban on 
Wednesday, January 21 at the 
Corran Halls, and in Aqualibri-
um, Campbeltown on Thursday, 
January 22.
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THE OBAN TIMES
FREE EVENT LISTING

Email details of your event titled ‘What’s On’
to  whatson@obantimes.co.uk

THURSDAY 18TH DECEMBER
Ramblers Walk, Oban to Gallanach, Contact 01855 821279
Gaelic Conversation Group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 7pm

SATURDAY 20TH DECEMBER
Santa at the Royal Hotel, Oban, 11am - 3pm
Gaelic Conversation Group, Furan Gaelic Centre, Corran Halls, Oban, 11.30am

SUNDAY 21ST DECEMBER
Ramblers Walk, Meall an Doire Dhuibh & B. Mheadhoin, Contact 01855 821279
Christmas Gifts Craft Fair, Great Western Hotel, Esplanade, Oban, 10am-4pm

THURSDAY 25TH DECEMBER
Ramblers Walk, Stob Coire Raineach - Glencoe, Contact 01855 821279

M

ERRY     CHRISTM
ASAND  A  HA PP Y N EW YE AR

Annie Clark, The Argyle Care 
Centre, Helensburgh wishes all 
her family and friends a very 
Merry Christmas and a happy 

and prosperous New Year.

SEASON’S
GREETINGS

Archie Neil Beaton 
would like to wish 
all friends and 
relations a Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

SEASON’S GREETINGS
to all my friends in the Borders,

Trossachs, Mull and Colonsay, Miss Strath 
regrets due to blindness, that she is unable to 

write cards but wishes to send hearty greetings 
for Christmas and the New Year to you all.

SEASON’S
GREETINGS

Margaret & Willie 
Melville are not sending 
local cards this year 
but wish their friends a 
Happy Christmas and 
a Good New Year.

SEASON’S
GREETINGS

Archie Simpson, 13 
Dunmar Court wishes 
all relatives, friends and 
neighbours old and new 
a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.

SEASON’S
GREETINGS

John and Margaret 
McFadyen wish a 
Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year to 
all our friends and 
relatives.

Merry Christmas &
a happy New Year
To Wish all our friends a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.
Mary, Iona and Ashley.

Merry Christmas &
a happy New Year
Best Wishes to all family 

and friends Helen McBean, 

Victoria Court, Fort William

Merry Christmas &
a happy New Year

to all my friends and relations 
in Lismore, Dalmally, Loch Awe, 
Taynuilt, Connel and Oban from 

James MacArthur, Oban.

Your Personal 
Christmas Greetings

Oban gearing up for 
Hogmanay party

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
ADVERTISING DEADLINES
The issue dated Thursday 25th December 
will be available to buy from the 23rd Dec
all advertising must be booked in by Friday 19th

The issue dated Thursday 1st January will 
be available to buy from the 30th Dec 

all advertising must be booked in by Wednesday 24th

Tel: 01631 568000
www.obantimes.co.uk

on Thursday 25th and
Friday 26th December 
and Thursday 1st and

Friday 2nd January

THE PARTY of the 
year is soon to get un-
derway as Hogmanay in 
Oban - the free gig at the 
Corran Halls - makes 
final plans for the party.

This year the party 
is longer than last year 
with a rocking start at 
7pm.

There is also a change 
of venue from last year’s 
event, which was held 
at the town’s Station 
Square. 

The Corran Halls car-
park plays host to this 
year’s outdoor event.

The volunteer commit-
tee has brought together 
some great bands from 
in and beyond the town 
and some of the rising 
stars from the group’s 
‘opportunity knocks’ 
competition.

Charlotte Lawson
Charlotte Lawson will 

be making her stage 
debut. 

She is one singer with 
an incredible voice and 
stage presence who will 
no doubt have the crowd 
singing along.

From Easdale village, 
she is no stranger to 
belting out the big tunes 
as she has taken part in 

musicials and perfor-
mances at Oban high 
school. 

Come along early if 
you want to hear the 
incredible voice that is 
Charlotte Lawson.

Perfectly Flawed
Next up are young 

band Perfectly Flawed, 
featuring great guitars 
and drums. 

These guys only get 
better and better play-
ing a variety of covers 
and some of their own 
music. 

It will be a treat to 
hear the boys breaking 
new ground by playing 
on the Hogmanay stage.

Ballet West Outreach
Ballet West Outreach 

group will also be 
making it on the stage 
to give a performance 
from some of its pupils 
from the local area.

The Taynuilt ballet 
school is renowned for 
breath taking perfor-
mances and it will be no 
different on the night of 
Hogmanay. 

Come and see local 
children perform in the 
town.

Nicky MacInnes
Singer songwriter 

Nicky MacInnes is the 
one to watch as she plays 
a superb set for the Hog-
manay in Oban line up.

She sings a mixture 
of different cover songs 
and writes some of her 
own music. 

She plays every week 
at an open mic night.

Nicky taught herself 
how to play the guitar 
when she was a student 
in Glasgow and has 
been playing now for 
about three years all in 
all.

Ceol an Aire
This band, with a little 

bit more experience, 
will be coming on to 
the stage with all the 
Hogmanay energy that 
folk need to get them 
into the party spirit.

This outstanding 
band, which can only be 
described as superb, is 
Ceol an Aire - the band 
that could lift the spirits 
of almost anyone. 

They will be outstand-
ing again on the big 
stage. 

Malcolm Clark is a 
fantastic front man for 
the band. 

It will be interesting to 
know if there is anyone 

this Oban man doesn’t 
know in the crowd as he 
has been in the music 
business for some time 
now.

Crackin’ Craic
Crakin’ Craic, Scott 

Sinclair and Ruaridh 
Allan, are so much fun 
- the name says it all. 

With Scottish dance 
and country music, 
these guys will get the 
circulation going. 

They are building 
up quite a following 
around the town and 
beyond and, again, are 
not to be missed.

The Works
Electricians, lawyers, 

business owners and 
international experts 
all from Oban, The 
Works is the bad boys’ 
band of the 1980s.

The Works rock band  
is internationally 
famous and incredibly 
good at getting the 
town rocking. 

Look out for the 
handsome and danger-
ous front man, Colin 
‘Wally’ MacNiven 
who does more high 
kicks than Rolling 
Stones front man Mick 
Jagger.

Brian Hughes
Ending the line up is 

Brian Hughes and his 
band. 

Brian is Scottish coun-
try music royalty and 
plays the best tunes with 
a quality sound.

In 1999, he released his 
first album Days Gone 
Down and to showcase 
it put together a one-
off gig at Glasgow’s 
Renfrew Ferry with a 
band of volunteers given 
the name of The Lone 
Sharks.

The following years 
saw the release of a 
further three albums, 
Windmills, Back To 
Where I’m Going and 
My Kind Of Paradise, 
the latter two winning  
Album of The Year 
at the British Country 
Music Awards 2006 and 
2011 respectively.

Further awards in-
cluded songs of the year 
for 41 Goin’ On 17 and 
Damascus Road. Tours 
include the UK, US and 
Europe.

And now he is bring-
ing his band to Oban to 
share in the celebrations 
at the Hogmanay in 
Oban party.

Charlotte Lawson will be 
making her stage debut

Singer songwriter Nicky 
MacInnes will be there The Works will be performing at Oban’s Hogmanay party again this yearPerfectly Flawed will be playing on the night

Popular ceilidh band Ceol an Aire will be performing for the second year in a row Brian Hughes and his band are headlining the event

Local businesses support 
Hogmanay in Oban
ORGANISERS of the Oban in Hogmanay party 
have praised businesses for coming up with the 
cash to celebrate New Year.

Alongside Oban Common Good Fund, BID4O-
ban and Argyll and Bute Council, many Argyll 
businesses have helped to make the event possible.

Thanks goes to Jewson Oban, Sinclair Plant and 
Contracting, Neil McGougan, Jackson’s Butchers, 
Beaton & McMurchy Architects, Oban Milk Sup-
plies and Creran Marine which have all supported 
Hogmanay in Oban. 

Get your tickets
TICKETS for the gig are available at Oban Filling 
Station and the Corran Halls.

While the tickets are free they are limited in 
number and must be shown at the gate of the party.

Marshalls wanted
THE organising committee for Hogmanay is still 
looking for marshalls to help out at the event.

Organisers say it is a great way to start the New 
Year by helping out at the party and putting on a 
show for the world.

CORRAN HALLS CARPARK
Wednesday December 31

Starts at 7pm

IT’S THAT time of 
year again…from Friday 
December 19 2014 until 
Sunday January 11 2015* 
the ultimate adrenaline 
junkies’ playground, the 
IRN-BRU Carnival, 
is set to take over the 
SECC, Glasgow, once 
again. 

To celebrate the 
return of Europe’s 
largest indoor funfair, 
the IRN-BRU Carnival 
has teamed up with The 
Oban Times to offer 
readers the chance to 
win one of 15 pairs of 
tickets to the ultimate 
festive day out. 

Making a debut this 
year is the ‘Crazy Mouse’, 
a thrilling roller-coaster 
that will send the dare-
devils in the family on a 
speed frenzy journey.

Also new for 2014 is 
the ‘Dreams Live’ and 
‘TopFlip’ which will take 
riders on an up-side-
down spin. Visitors can 
reach new heights on the 
returning ‘Extreme XL’ 

as the IRN-BRU Car-
nival ventures outside 
the SECC and onto the 
banks of the River Clyde.

Expect to scream at the 
top of your lungs as you 
are spun and swung 50ft 
feet into the air! 

For kids, both big and 
small, the firm favourites 
are back again. There’s 
fun for all the family on 
the Teacups, Dodgems 
and Carousel whilst old-
er families will enjoy the 
Drop Zone and Speed 
Buzz. This year there will 
also be theme days, giv-
ing kids and grown-ups 
alike the chance to dress 
up as their favourite 
childhood characters on 
certain days throughout 
the Carnival. So dig out 
those costumes because 
the IRN-BRU Carnival 
is going to be overrun 
by pirates, princesses, 
superheroes, villains and 
many more. 

Celebrating 94 years of 
family fun, the Carnival 
is Europe’s largest in-

door funfair with over 60 
rides and attractions.

With new and exciting 
additions this year, it’s 
set to be even bigger and 
better than ever before.

As a family ‘must do’, 
make sure to visit the 
IRN-BRU Carnival as 
part of your family’s 
festive fun! 

Entry price is £13 
with visitors receiving 
10 vouchers which can 
be used on all rides and 
most stalls** (each ride 
is one voucher and stalls 
are two vouchers).

For full information 
please visit www.
irn-bru-carnival.com. 

You can also get your 
hands on a two for one 
entry voucher to the 
IRN-BRU Carnival 
when you purchase a 24 
pack of Regular or Sugar 
Free IRN-BRU cans 
from selected supermar-
kets in Scotland.
*Closed Christmas Day   
**Some stalls are cash 
taking

Prepare to take a roller-coaster 
ride as the IRN-BRU Carnival 
rolls back into town!

15 PAIRS OF IRN-BRU 
CARNIVAL TICKETS 

UP FOR GRABS

15 PAIRS OF IRN-BRU 
CARNIVAL TICKETS 

UP FOR GRABS
To be in with a 
chance of winning 
a pair of tickets, 
just cut out this 
week’s token 1 and 
look out for token 
2 along with the 
entry form in next 
week’s Oban Times. TOKEN 

1Terms & Conditions
This competition is open to all adults over the age of 18. All entries must include the name 
and contact details of the entrant. Entries will not be considered if they do not have all 
information specifi ed. Winners will be chosen at random, this decision is fi nal. Prize is one 
pair of tickets to the IRN-BRU Carnival. Prize is only valid for one day. This prize has no cash 
alternative, is non-refundable and non-exchangeable. Travel is not included. The IRN-BRU 
Carnival reserves the right to refuse entry without explanation.

SEASON’S
GREETINGS

to all friends 
and relatives 
from The Lord 
MacLean of 
Bentalla

SEASON’S
GREETINGS

A Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year to 
all relatives, friends 
and neighbours. Iain 
MacKechnie, Tobermory

SEASON’S
GREETINGS

Coll MacDougall, 10 
Torosay Court, Oban is 
unable to send cards this 
year, but is pleased to 
send Seasonal Greetings 
to all his friends.
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THIS WEEK’S 
LISTINGS
MONDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Monday Morn-
ing With Andy and 
Stephen, 1100 Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 
1500 Jim Edge, 1700 
Drivetime With Danni 
Hay, 1900 Rosie's 
Highland Fling, 2000 
John McLuckie's 
Show, 2100 David 
Cullen, 2200 Amer-
ican Jukebox with 
Michelle
TUESDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast Show 
with Maggie May, 
1000 Ken Hunter, 
1200 Memories are 

Made of This with Ken 
Hunter, 1330 The Quiz 
with Danni Hay, 1500 
Lesley Blair-Sim-
monds, 1700 Drive-
time with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish 
with  Archie Cameron, 
2000 Highest Praise 
with Stuart, 2100 
Elaine Lamb, 2300 
Northern Soul with 
Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY:
0800 AM on FM, 
0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish 
(repeat), 1000 Com-
fort Zone with Doug 
Carmichael, 1300 
CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine 
Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 
with Campbell and 
Coll, 1900 Country 
Meets Rock with Len 

& Ken, 2100 Gordon’s 
Grooves
THURSDAY:
0800 Maggie May’s 
Carousel, 1100, 
Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 
1500 Gordon Covey, 
1700 Drivetime with 
DJ Taz, 1900 Chris-
tine’s Collection, 2100 
Ann’s Ceilidh, 2200 
Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY:
0800 Jean Ainsley 
Breakfast Show, 1000 
Teeny and Tiny Show,  
1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 
Weekend Warmup 
with Ian Blair-Sim-
monds, 1700 Drive 
Show with Jim Lynch, 
1845 Sports View, 
1900 Country Meets 
Country with Jackie 

Craig, 2000 Friday 
Night with Innes, 
2100 TFI Friday with 
Jim Lawn
SATURDAY:
0900 Maggie’s 
Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 
Saturday Morning Live 
with Linda Crowsher, 
1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 
Sports View with the 
Dream Team, 1900 
Marcus, 2000 Dave 
Lewis
SUNDAY:
0900 Sunday Morning 
with Breege, 1100 
- 1400 Allan, 1630 
Archie Darling, 
1800 Ken’s Friends 
with Ken Hunter, 1900 
New Country Show 
with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass 
with Graham Scott

Tune in to 103.3 or listen live at

www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk or

call us on 01631 570057

Oban FM Community Radio, 132 George Street, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5NT

Towering above the rest

• Night At The Museum: Secret of 
the Tomb (PG)
Ben Stiller and his crazy museum exhibit 
chums come to London for more family comedy 
mayhem! Museum guard Larry Daley (Ben 
Stiller) is one of the few people who know 
the secret of New York’s American Museum Of 
Natural History. Each night, the exhibits spring 
to life! But now the ancient Egyptian stone 
tablet that powers this magic is starting to wear 
out. In order to find out how to fix it, Larry 
must travel to the British Museum. 
• The Hobbit: Battle of the Five 
Armies (12A)
The final film in the trilogy, based on the 
enduring classic book by J.R.R. Tolkien. It 
brings to an epic conclusion the adventures 
of Bilbo Baggins, Thorin Oakenshield and 
the Company of Dwarves. The Dwarves of 
Erebor have reclaimed the vast wealth of their 
homeland, but now must face the consequences 
of having unleashed the terrifying Dragon, 
Smaug, upon the defenceless men, women 
and children of Lake-town. As he succumbs 
to dragon-sickness, the King Under the 
Mountain, Thorin Oakenshield, sacrifices 
friendship and honor in his search for the 

legendary Arkenstone. Unable to help Thorin 
see reason, Bilbo is driven to make a desperate 
and dangerous choice, not knowing that even 
greater perils lie ahead. • Penguins Of 
Madagascar (U)
Super spy teams aren’t born...they’re hatched. 
Discover the secrets of the greatest and most 
hilarious covert birds in the global espionage 
biz: Skipper, Kowalski, Rico and Private. These 
elitists of the elite are joining forces with a 
chic undercover organization, The North Wind. 
Led by handsome and husky Agent Classified 
(we could tell you his name, but then...you 
know). Together, they must stop the villainous 
Dr. Octavius Brine, from destroying the world 
as we know it..
• Nativity 3: Dude, Where’s My 
Donkey? (U) 
The kids of St. Bernadette’s embark on their 
craziest adventure yet in this fabulous festive 
family comedy! Christmas is coming, and 
the boisterous pupils of St. Bernadette’s are 
suitably excited. They now have a stern new 
headmistress. Mr. Shepherd (Martin Clunes) 
has also joined the school but unfortunately 
he’s just lost his memory in a bizarre mishap. 
he can’t remember the whereabouts of 

beloved Archie the donkey! Now it’s up to the 
rambunctious kids and zany Mr. Poppy (Marc 
Wootton) to save the day. 
• My Old Lady (12A)
Mathias Gold (Kevin Kline) is a down-on-
his-luck New Yorker who inherits a Parisian 
apartment from his estranged father. But when 
he arrives in France to sell the vast domicile, 
he’s shocked to discover a live-in tenant 
who is not prepared to budge. • Frozen 
Sing-A-Long (PG)
Oban Phoenix Cinema presents Frozen: The 
Sing A Long! Get your vocal chords in tune 
for this Winter Wonderland Adventure, sit 
back and ‘Let it Go’! You the audience can 
be the stars!
• Bolshoi Ballet: Nutcracker Live  
Tchaikovsky’s magical Christmas ballet, 
stunningly choreographed for the Bolshoi by 
Yuri Grigorovich and broadcast live in HD. 
On Christmas Eve, Marie’s magician godfather 
Drosselmeyer gives her a nutcracker carved 
in the shape of a man. At midnight, when the 
celebrations are over, the toys magically spring 
to life. Based on E. T. A. Hoffmann’s story, ‘The 
Nutcracker’ continues to enchant audiences 
young and old.

         

   

Night At The Museum: Fri 19th 13.20, 15.40, 18.00 & 20.30
Secret of the Tomb Sat 20th 13.20, 15.40, 18.00 & 20.30
 Sun 21st 13.20, 15.40, 18.00 & 20.30
 Mon 22nd 13.20, 15.40, 18.00 & 20.30
 Tues 23rd 13.20, 15.40, 18.00 & 20.30
 Wed 24th 13.20, 15.40, 18.00
The Hobbit:  Thurs 18th 13.10 3D, 16.40, 20.00 3D
Battle of the Five Armies Fri 19th 17.10, 20.20 3D 
 Sat 20th 17.10, 20.20 
 Sun 21st 17.10, 20.20 3D
 Mon 22nd 17.10, 20.20 
 Tues 23rd 17.10, 20.20 3D
 Wed 24th 17.10 
Penguins Of Madagascar Thurs 18th 16.20, 18.30 Sat 20th 13.00 
 Sun 21st 13.00  Mon 22nd 13.00
 Tues 23rd 13.00  Wed 24th  13.00
Nativity 3: Dude, Fri 19th 15.00 Sat 20th 15.00
Where’s My Donkey? Sun 21st 15.00  Mon 22nd 15.00
 Tues 23rd 15.00 Wed 24th 15.00
My Old Lady Thurs 18th 14.00, 20.30
Frozen: Sing-Along Sat 20th 11:00
Bolshoi Ballet: Nutcracker Live Sun 21st 15.00 Te
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To advertise in our community noticeboard call 01631 568000

Seven Days
llee@obantimes.co.uk

As families prepare for 

Christmas, here is a list of 

things to do that you might 

not have thought of...

Thursday 18
WHAT Park Primary Christmas Service
WHERE Park Primary
TIME 10am
COST free

It will be standing room only for parents and 
families of children at the Park School Christmas 
Service.

Friday 19
WHAT Washington Irving
WHERE Corran Halls
TIME 7.30pm
COST £10

Homecoming gig for some of the band members 
with guest performances from Ella the Bird. 
Electric folk and lots of fun to be had with the boys 
from Washington Irving.

Saturday 20
WHAT All Saints Christmas Carol Service
WHERE St Margaret’s Lochgilphead
TIME 4pm
COST Donation

All Saints Christmas Carol service will be 
conducted by Father Simon MacKenzie.  Everyone 
is welcome at this ecumenical service.

Sunday 21
WHAT Winter Solstice Walk
WHERE Kilmartin House Museum
TIME 10.30am
COST free, but cost for buffet. Booking essential

Celebrate the turning of the year and the coming 
of longer days with a walk through the heart of 
Kilmartin Glen’s prehistoric landscape. Explore 
why this time might have been special for the 
people living here thousands of years ago.
After the walk there will be a hot buffet at Kilmar-
tin Museum Café.
The walk will be led by Sharon Webb, curator of 
Kilmartin Museum.
The walk is free but booking is essential. Buffet 
costs £8 for adults, £5 for children, booking is also 
essential for the buffet. 
Please wear suitable clothing and footwear.
Phone 01546 510278

Monday 22
WHAT Carols, mince pies and mulled wine
WHERE Treslaig Hall, Ardgour Church
TIME 7pm
COST free

A great night out at the Treslaig Hall for all the 
family.

Tuesday 23
WHAT Tickets for the Oban Hogmanay party
WHERE Various locations
TIME when open
COST free

Pick up your tickets for the Hogmanay in Oban 
party featuring some great bands from 7.30pm on 
December 31.
This year the event takes place at the Corran Halls 
with young, old and veterans (The Works - an Oban 
boy band from the 1980s) playing to the crowds. 
Ceol An Aire are also playing at the gig. So dress 
up warm, and get your dancing shoes on - and 
remember to pick up some tickets today.

Wednesday 24
WHAT Christmas Eve
WHERE Oban Phoenix Cinema
TIME various
COST various

Step out of the chaos of Christmas for a couple of 
hours and come along to the cinema to watch a 
classic Christmas film. 

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

An Comunn Gaidhealeach MEUR CHRUACHAIN (Cruachan  Branch)

CÈILIDH NA NOLLAIG 
Saturday 20th December

Taynuilt Village Hall, 7.30pm
Singers - Mary Catherine MacNeil, Freddy MacKenzie. 

Hector McFadyen, Rebecca Hill
Piper - Alasdair MacLean, The Isla Sinclair Dancers

Fear an Taighe - Duncan MacNeil

Admission including Members £4.00 : Children (5-16 yrs) £2
(Funds collected promote The Gaelic Language, Music and Culture)

A MALLAIG musician 
has said goodbye to 
touring and performing 
to allow him to pass on 
his knowledge to the 
next generation. 

Allan Henderson, 
founding member of 
Highland band Blazin’ 
Fiddles, left the band 
earlier this year to spend 

time with his family 
and has now turned his 
attention to tuition in 
fiddle, bagpipes, piano 
and keyboard. 

The father of four 
said: ‘I was with Blazin 
Fiddles for the best part 
of 20 years and I loved 
it but when you’re a 
family man the touring 

is difficult. I’m enjoying 
spending more time with 
my kids but passing on 
what I know is so impor-
tant to me.

‘I was really lucky 
growing up because 
I had patient people 
around me who were 
willing to teach me and 
that’s what got me where 

I am today. Now it’s my 
turn to do the same for 
other people.

‘I want to pass on those 
skills and the passion for 
music.’ 

Lessons with Mr Hen-
derson can be booked 
by calling 07887750359 
or by emailing hneder-
hog@hotmail.com

MUSICIAN: Allan Henderson has quit the touring circuit to become a fi ddle, bagpipes, piano and 
keyboard tutor.

Blazin’ Fiddles musician 
now offering tuition

Oban Accordion & Fiddle Club
Hot Supper and Dance

with Colin Garvin
Scottish Dance Band

Friday 9th January 2015
7.30pm - late

The Royal Hotel
Tickets: £15, Children £7.50

Includes 2 course supper
For tickets contact

01631 562077
07979 520792

or Oban Music Shop

LAST MINUTE 
CHRISTMAS GIFT 

GUIDE AND 
CRAFT FAIR

Great Western Hotel
Sunday 21st Dec 

10am - 4pm
Collection for

Oban Play park

An Oidhche ron Nollaig / Christmas Eve

Cuirm @ Celtic: Capercaillie 

Capercaillie: còmhlan air a bheil meas agus iarraidh mhòr is  
iad a’ comharrachadh nan deich bliadhna fichead aca còmhla.

The acclaimed band in concert at Celtic Connections 2014. Part  
of their 30th anniversary celebration s, the concert shows a bandat 

the top of their game.   

9.55pm 
 

 
 

Là na Nollaig / Christmas Day

Mòd 2014: Na Còisirean / The Choirs  
Cothrom coimhead air ais còmhla ri Cathy NicDhòmhnaill air  
cuid de na còisirean a bhuannaich aig a’ Mhòd ann an 2014.

Another opportunity to enjoy some wonderful choral singing  
from the 2014 Mod.   

7.30pm

Là na Nollaig / Christmas Day

Mànran: Their Big Year 

Tha sinn a’ leantainn nan gillean air chuairt tro Na Stàitean Aonaichte,  
A’ Ghearmailt, Na h-Eileanan Siar agus ann an sgìrean na h-Albaa’ faighinn 

sealladh air an dòigh beatha air chuairt agus na tha an cois a bhith a’ 
stiùireadh an gnothaichean fhèin is iad a’ deasachadh an dàrna clàr. 

On tour with the Gaelic band Mànran through a big year which started 
with the release of their second album and then took the lads to America, 

Germany, and around the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.   

10pm

Là na Nollaig / Christmas Day

Mànran bho Fèis na Mara 

Mànran - còmhlan air a bheil meas anns gach ceàrnaidh  
den t-saoghal – gu h-àraidh ann am Malaig far a bheil iad  
a’ cluich dha luchd-leantainn bheothail aig Fèis na Mara. 

Recorded at the Fèis na Mara festival in Mallaig in October 2014, 
music from the renowned band Mànran, plus special guests.   

11pm

Dihaoine 26 Dùbhlachd / Boxing Day

Mòd 2014: Mòd na Cloinne 

 Cothrom coimhead air ais còmhla ri Cathy Nic Dhòmhnaill air 
cuid dhen òigridh a shoirbhich aig Mòd na Cloinne ann an 2014.

Cathy MacDonald offers another opportunity to enjoy some  
of the successful performers from the Children’s Mod 2014.    

7.30pm

Diluain 29 Dùbhlachd / Monday 29 December

Dilleachdan Gemma 
/ Gemma’s Orphans – Pàirt 1 

Aig aois dìreach 17 rinn Gemma Steele à Uibhist a Deas suas 
a h-inntinn gun robh i airson dilleachdain ann an Kenya a 

chuideachadh. San t-sreath seo de thrì prògraman, gheibh sinn 
sealladh togarrach mun bhoireannach òg, treun is dèanadachd, 

Gemma Steele.

An absorbing and revealing profile of an exceptional young 
woman - Gemma Steele. We follow Gemma as she attempts  
to build her second orphanage in Kenya - providing beds for  

40 children with space to expand. A heart-warming and  
moving story of both person, and two different communities 

in Scotland and Kenya.   

8.25pm

Diluain 29 Dùbhlachd / Monday 29 December

An Dotair Mòr 

Fad còrr is 40 bliadhna, bha slàinte sluagh Uibhist a Tuath  
fo chùram an Dotair Ailig MacLeòid. Rannsachaidh am prògram 

seo mar a choimhead e às dèidh sluagh trì mìle sgapte eadar  
16 eilean, le gainnead rathaidean agus gun fòn.

The story of the legendary Dr. Alasdair MacLeod who served  
the community of North Uist for over 40 years.    

10pm

www.bbc.co.uk/alba www.bbc.co.uk /iplayer

 Tha BBC ALBA air a ruith le MG ALBA ann an co-bhuinn ris a’ BhBC.  |  BBC ALBA is run by MG ALBA in partnership with the BBC.

The first stop for learning Scottish Gaelic. www.learngaelic.scot
LearnGaelic @ learngaelicscot

Cuirm @ Celtic: Capercaillie

Mòd 2014: Na Còisirean / The Choirs 

Dilleachdan Gemma / Gemma’s Orphans – Pàirt 1

The Claredon Hotel, Oban

Rosie, Erica & Staff wish all our 
customers a very Merry Christmas 

& a Happy New Year.
Hot Buffet on Christmas Day 4pm

Live entertainment most nights.
Come along and enjoy!

Tel: 01631 562522

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes
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Where have you lived 
and worked?

My family moved from Glasgow 
to Knapdale in Mid Argyll in the 
1970s. I moved to Dundee when 
I was 17 to work as a design and 
layout artist on a teenage maga-
zine, then back home a couple of 
years later to help on the family 
farm when my stepfather died.

I worked in fish and shellfish 
farming, road construction and 
in an optician’s before ending up 
in plant operator training for a 
local civil engineering firm. 

When Kilmartin Museum 
opened in 1997, I got the job of 
marketing officer and I stayed 
there for several years. That’s 
how I got involved in tourism, 
really. I was invited to be an in-
augural member of the tourism 
innovation group and served on 
the board of the Association of 
Scottish Visitor Attractions and 
the Scottish Tourism Forum 
(which later became the Scottish 
Tourism Alliance). 

I ran a small online consultan-
cy for a while too, and worked 

What will the West Highlands 
and islands be like in 2020? 
This is a question The Oban Times is posing to leading public, 
private and community business fi gures over the next weeks 

David Adams McGilp has lived and worked 
in Mid Argyll most of his life. 
Since the summer of 2008, he has been one 
of VisitScotland’s regional directors, with 
responsibility for creating and maintaining 
strategic partnerships with government, 
local authorities, the enterprise network and 
industry to ensure that the visitor economy 
is a development priority. He works across 
Argyll and the islands, Dunbartonshire and 
Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park, 
and has additional national responsibility for 
marine tourism. 

for community groups as well as 
some public sector clients, and 
was privileged to work on pro-
jects in the USA, across Europe, 
the Balkans and Scandinavia. 

How do you see your 
area growing over the 
next six years?

It is no secret that Argyll faces a 
potential population crisis in the 
coming decades, and a falling 
population will mean a less pros-
perous region. The local author-
ity acknowledges the importance 
of the visitor economy and how 
it can contribute to economic 
recovery and growth. 

My firm view is that the other 
priority sectors – forestry, renew-
ables and food and drink – are 
not incompatible with leisure, 
recreation and tourism activity, 
and that together the package 
has the potential to encourage 
young people to stay in the area 
and families to move here. 

These sectors have growth 
capacity and with that comes 

rewarding and fulfilling employ-
ment, mobility in the housing 
market and renewed community 
and investor confidence. There 
are obstacles – a lack of afforda-
ble homes, short-term contracts, 
high dependence on the public 
sector – but we have the products 
and services that could grow to 
create a climate for improvement 
if parochialism, protectionism, 
apathy and negativity could be 
put aside. 

Can you say a bit about 
the direction you would 
like to see it take?

There have already been some 
significant moves in the right 
direction. Argyll and Bute 
Council’s CHORD and Lorn 
Arc TIF programmes represent 
once-in-a-generation oppor-
tunities to re-energise some of 
our main towns in ways that will 
deliver long-term benefits to the 
greatest number of sectors. 

I would like these models, or 
versions of them, to be repro-
duced in other places – those 
places with the greatest need for 
regeneration and those places 
with the best prospect of sus-
taining economic growth, social 
improvement and environmental 
responsibility. 

I would like more communities 
and groups to take responsibility 
for their futures by securing re-
liable long-term income streams 
based on realistic business cases, 
rather than rely on discontinuous 
project-based,  short-term grant 
assistance. It can happen. I was 
really impressed by plans in 
Northern Ireland for coastal 
communities to buy equity in 
offshore renewable energy in-
stallations. 

As well as having a share of the 
assets and the profits of sales 
to the national grid, this model 
introduces discounted local elec-
tricity tariffs as well as annual 
windfalls from commercial part-
ners. They even propose to train 
the local workforce to service 
and maintain the network, which 
will translate into significant 
local re-investment.

Tourism

Either we are all tourists or 
none of us are. Nowadays there 
are fewer distinctions between 
tourism, recreation and leisure 
activities. I suppose one defini-
tion would be the things people 
do in their spare time, so that 
includes what we all do as con-
sumers even in our own towns 
and villages. We buy stuff locally, 

we take part in local activities, go 
to local events and festivals, even 
visit local attractions (how many 
people take a stroll along the 
banks of the Crinan Canal, for 
example?) without necessarily 
understanding our own contribu-
tions to a sustainable economy. 

For me, it’s all about the des-
tination. Argyll is like a magic 
carpet – a tartan one, with the 
sett made up of innumerable 
outstanding destinations and 
awe-inspiring journeys connect-
ing them. 

People have been coming to 
visit the region for centuries, and 
many have liked what they have 
encountered so much that they 
have moved here permanently. I 
think most people would agree 
that it’s a big and diverse enough 
space to accommodate devel-
opment and progress without 
damaging its breath-taking sce-
nic beauty. Striking the perfect 
balance between connectivity, 
energy requirements, housing, 
employment, waste management, 
food production, education, 
health care, heritage, culture, 
recreation and leisure is always 
going to be challenging, but 
authentic experiences happen in 
real places and real places are 
never perfect. 

I hope we can protect the 
authenticity of the Argyll experi-
ence because that is its greatest 
marketable commodity.

Culture

Much of the appeal of Argyll and 
the islands lies in its extraordi-
nary concentration and diversity 
of cultural asset: literature, poet-
ry, music and song in Gaelic and 
English are everywhere evident. 

Painters, sculptors, craftspeople 
and photographers have been 
influenced by their surroundings 
here forever and their work contin-
ues to add value to the experience, 
whether you are from down the 
road or the other side of the world. 
The growing popularity of events 
and festivals across the region is a 
testimony to community support 
and every one of them is an invest-
ment in the future. People visit, 
people like, people visit again, 
more people visit. 

The list of natural and built 
heritage assets is impossibly 
long, but people are interested 
in prehistory, the early church, 
architecture and civil engi-
neering. The very fabric of the 
countryside and coast is alive 
with rare and interesting habitats 
and species and the hills, lochs, 
sea and island-scapes shout their 
loveliness as soon as you step 
outside.

Economy and jobs

The four-platform recovery and 
growth strategy makes a great 
deal of sense to me. The local 
authority and the enterprise 
network understand the region’s 
greatest strengths and I look 
forward to a functional and 
profitable integration of tourism, 
renewables, forestry and food 
and drink. 

There is already a great deal of 
complementary activity and with 
2015 being Scotland’s Year of 
Food and Drink, I am confident 
that Argyll and the isles can use 
the worldwide media exposure to 
best effect.

Transport

When I passed my driving test, 
the improvements to the A82 at 
Loch Lomond-side were not yet 
complete and I still marvel at 
the difference those works have 
made. Nowadays the focus is on 
Pulpit Rock and the A83 at the 
Rest and Be Thankful. Road im-
provement is a continuous cycle 
– we all get frustrated at delays 
and diversions and annoyed at 
occasional pothole damage to 
our cars – but it happens every-
where, all the time.

Until someone comes up with 
a flexible wearing surface that’s 
frost, moisture and subsidence 
resistant we have to accept that 
road works are necessary. 

The passenger and vehicle 
ferry network has expanded 
significantly in the last 30 years, 
and while it will never please 
everybody all of the time, there 
are great options for moving 
around Argyll and the islands 
all year. 

It’s a bit of a mystery to trav-
ellers from North America and 
the Antipodes that there’s no 
scheduled flights from Glasgow 
to Mull, for example. With a 
number of perfectly serviceable 
airstrips and growing demand 
for those scheduled services that 
do exist, there must be an op-
portunity to expand the internal 
air transport network into and 
around the region.

Increased capacity and fre-
quency of rail services to Oban 
and Helensburgh have had a 
positive impact on travellers, 
and I would expect further 
development to meet consumer 
demand.

Young People

As a young person growing up in 
a small village, my priority was to 
get a moped when I was 16. 

It was my ticket to independ-

ence, despite frequent embar-
rassing breakdown recoveries 
by my parents and it meant I 
could visit my friends in other 
settlements. A year later I got  a 
car, so I was a proper grown-up 
and could go further away, with 
friends, and for longer. 

My daughter’s generation 
interacts more-or-less entirely 
by mobile telephone apparatus, 
and I can see the advantages on 
cold, wet days. There were fewer 
opportunities for entertainment 
available to us, but we lived in 
a place bristling with things to 
see and do if you had any kind of 
imagination.

Most of my schoolmates left to 
go on to higher education or work 
away from Argyll. Most of them 
have returned. That tells me 
something about the enduring 
appeal of the place. It tells me 
that the opportunities are there 
for those that look for them, but 
I also know the struggle my own 
daughter is having trying to find 
a part-time job.

Depopulation

More jobs, more houses. More 
jobs building more houses? 
Houses for people who build 
houses? There will always be a 
core of economic activity – there 
has to be – but identifying and 
exploiting opportunities will be 
the key to growth. That’s why I 
think integration of activities at 
a destination or community level 
hold the best prospect of a bright 
future.

If you could imagine 
tourism in 2020 - what 
would your worst fears 
be?

I worry that we don’t take 
full advantage of marine and 
coastal tourism development 
opportunities. For example, any 
port or harbour development 
from now on should include 
shared infrastructure. For a tiny 
fraction of extra capital expend-
iture, slipways and step-ashore 
facilities could be integrated to 
benefit recreational, leisure and 
tourism sectors, including cruise 
ship tenders.

My other concern is about a 
fake repertoire establishing it-
self as real. I am sure we have all 
encountered examples of mod-
ified histories or inaccuracies 
finding their way into publicity 
and marketing material. It’s 
not necessary. Argyll has a rich 
history and a real one. Let’s 
celebrate it, rather than invent a 
new one.

How do you feel people 
could work together to 
achieve the aims you 
have set out above?

There is real evidence that 
they already do. Practical 
partnerships between the public 
agencies and the private sector 
and there is an increasing role 
for third sector and community 
groups to uphold their interests.

Partnership only works if all 
the partners exert equal effort 
and I think the product is mature 
enough in Argyll for all partners 
to work towards common ob-
jectives. They might not always 
agree on the precise mechanism, 
but there is a real wealth of ex-
perience and expertise across the 
region, and I would encourage 
anyone with a good idea to share 
it. It might work, it might not. We 
won’t know unless we try.

How do you see The 
Oban Times playing a 
role within that?

Responsible journalism has a 
huge role to play in local develop-
ment. Press-backed campaigns 
are invaluable aids to recruit-
ment and funding assembly and 
have the capacity to motivate 
entire communities. A good 
newspaper knows its readership 
and will necessarily deliver news 
and comment that’s relevant and 
factual. 

What training and 
other provisions would 
need to be in place 
in order that this was 
achieved?

The increasing suite of vocation-
al and academic opportunities 
through the University of  the 
Highlands and Islands network 
is encouraging. Students can ac-
cess most courses from anywhere 
on the network, which means 
that they don’t necessarily have 
to move away to study. For those 
that want to, industry placements 
in Argyll would help with living 
and travel arrangements, and 
any further concessions on 
public transport would be very 
welcome. I would like to see 
distance learning or alternative 
delivery opportunities extend to 
more institutions, allowing stu-
dents to study the course of their 
choice from a home base, lower-
ing living costs and allowing time 
for part-time employment.

The living wage is a practical 
incentive, and is to be supported.

David Adams McGilp
  Regional director, VisitScotland

BLOCKED DRAIN?
Drain and septic tank survey, 

installations and repairs
Call 24/7 - 01369 840367
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

ABEL Drainage & Groundworks
24 hour emergency call outs available 

through Christmas and New Year

Merry Christmas to all our customers!

We would like to wish everyone 
a very Merry Christmas

Tel: 01687 462154   Fax: 01687 462172

Email: info@mallaigharbourauthority.com 
Web: www.mallaig-yachting-marina.com

& Bliadhna Mhath Ùr

bho Shabhal Mòr Ostaig

Nollaig Chridheil
 

moving on the 29th 
January 2015. 
We would like 
to thank all our 

customers for the 
loyalty and support 

over the years. 
We wish you 

all a very merry 
Christmas and 
a prosperous 

new year. 

01631 562430

THE ESPLANADE 
POST OFFICE

Colin, Lynn and Sharon

Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to all our Customers from 

everyone at The Green Welly Stop

Tel: 01838 400271
www.thegreenwellystop.co.uk



See in store for our festive opening times
WISHING OUR CUSTOMERS A MERRY 

CHRISTMAS AND A PROSPEROUS 2015

HALFWAY
FILLING STATION

Telephone: 01631 562784

Kilmallie Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7EN. 01397 701078
Sammy, Anne & Staff Wish all their Customers 

Very Best Wishes for the Festive Season

Open: Mon - Fri: 5pm – 11pm   Sat: 4pm – 11pm
Serving fine fish & chips in Lochaber since 1981

FRESHLY BAKED 9’ PIZZAS, 
CHILDRENS MENU, BAKED POTATOES

KEBABS (GLUTEN FREE BATTER AVAILABLE)

Call 30 minutes in advance

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 
ADVERTISING DEADLINES

Issue dated Thursday 25th December available from 23rd December 
all advertising must be booked in by Friday 19th December

Issue dated Thursday 1st January available from 30th December 
all advertising must be booked in by Wednesday 24th December

The Oban Times Tel: 01631 568000  www.obantimes.co.uk

W M Burns
Blaircochrane Farm, West Linton, Peeblesshire

Visit our new website www.burnstractors.com 
All used tractors and plant wanted 

from 1960 to 2014

Call Nigel Burns on 07766522751
for immediate inspection and payment

WANTED

Telephone 07789855381

Any 4 x 4 vehicle, Landrover, Toyota, 
Mitsubishi etc, high mileage, any condition. 

Non runners/MOT failures accepted.

Thursday 18 December, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 15NEWS

St Columba’s primary school in Oban performed 

the  nativity ‘Rock around the Flock’

Norman Nicholson conducting the Oban Bach Orchestra during Sunday’s annual charity carol concert, organised by the 

Rotary Club of Oban 16_t51concert01

THE ROTARY Club of Oban held its annual charity carol 

concert at the weekend in front of a packed audience at the 

Corran Halls.

Several local choirs and music groups took part in an 

afternoon of festive singing on Sunday, including music by 

the Oban Bach Orchestra, conducted by Norman Nicholson.

Reverend Nicki McNelly and Oban high school head boy 

James Kane and head girl Allyson Boyd were invited to give 

readings, along with Ronnie Neil and Ken Moncrieff of the 

rotary club.

Brother and sister Louise and Tom Pendreigh with Santa at Lochgilphead Joint 

Campus’ Christmas fair 08_a50school06
Six-year-old Rhys McCloskey met Santa at 

Templars Hall in Tarbert 08_a50tarbxmas04

Phoebe Hutton, three, from Lochgilphead 08_a50lochxmas04
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SUBSCRIBE TO

FEBRUARY 2014WEDDING PLANNER Our 25-page special 
report on how to stage the perfect nuptials

WILDFOWLING 
ON ORKNEY 
UNBEATABLE 
VENISON RECIPES 
LEITH’S GODFATHER 
OF POP ART 
SECRET WORLD OF 
BASKING SHARKS

Plus

Scotland’s 
top schools 

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   FEBRUARY  2014. £3.75

WINA WEEKEND IN 
TOP BOUTIQUE HOTEL

EAST LOTHIAN
Golfer Catriona Matthew on 
her beloved North Berwick 

20

JIM NAUGHTIE: 
MY LIFE AS A 
BROADCAST ICON

PAGES OF

MARCH 2014DAYLIGHT ROBBERY The true story of the 
most audacious swindle in Scotland’s history

INDEPENDENCE 
FOR SHETLAND
SWIMMING 
WITH COWS 
ANDY MURRAY: 
BORN TO RUN 
THE BA’ GAME –  
BRUTAL & BLOODY  

Plus

Great Scottish 
statesmen  

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   MARCH  2014. £3.75

WIN£500 LUXURY WEEKEND BREAK

ST ANDREWS
The family who took 
Fife to their hearts

10

WHO’S AFRAID 
OF KIRSTY WARK?

OF THE BEST

MAY 2014SCOTLAND THROUGH A LENS Stunning 
pictures of our mounted police force in action 

WHY EATING 
PETS IS WRONG
FLOODING: AT 
CRISIS POINT 
SCOTLAND’S 
GREATEST GENIUS 
DUKE OF ROXBURGHE: 
A LIFE ON THE TWEED 

Plus

The glorious 
Castle of Mey  

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   MAY  2014. £3.75

WINLUXURY £1000 
WEEKEND IN ARGYLL

LEWIS & 
HARRIS
Author Peter May’s 
Hebridean paradise 

10

RORY BREMNER 
ON HIS SCOTTISH 
RENAISSANCE

PAGES OF 

NOVEMBER 2014

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL   NOVEMBER  2014. £3.95

WHISKY SPECIAL We reveal our readers’ 
verdicts on the best new drams of the year

MYTH OF THE 
LINTON WORM
ANN CLEEVES: 
MY SHETLAND 
OBSESSION
THE SCANDALOUS 
MUSE, EFFIE GRAY
STUNNING IMAGES 
OF MORAY COAST

Plus

Scotland’s best 
ever No.1 hits

A PASSION 
FOR PERTH 
Stuart Cosgrove on why 
he loves his home town

LEGENDARY COMPOSER
JAMES MACMILLAN’S 
CUMNOCK TRYST

WINLUXURY DEESIDE BREAK

10OF THE BEST

Visit www.scottishfield.co.uk 
to order online or telephone +44 
(0)1371 851868. Quote INTC14.

Terms and conditions: Cancellation charges apply and no refunds can be given. This offer is open to new 
subscribers only and does not apply to those renewing their subscription. Minimum subscription 

- one year only. Cancellations are not possible during this period. By purchasing this subscription offer 
you agree for Wyvex Media Ltd to share your details and to contact you. Offer ends January 31st 2015.

WITH A FABULOUS 
SAVING OF 25% 

(£8.88 PER QUARTER, £35.55 FOR 12 ISSUES 
- ONLY VIA DIRECT DEBIT - 1ST YEAR ONLY) 

SAVE25%

Santa visited the Royal Hotel in Oban on Saturday, organised by the Oban and Lorn Lions club.

Brothers Calum and Jamie MacAllister are pictured with Santa and their gifts  16_t51royalsanta01

Santa visited the Scottish Sealife Sanctuary at the 
weekend, bringing some special visitors with him.

As well as seeing his grotto, children could meet 

reindeer from the Cairngorm reindeer herd, mak-
ing it a special day for visitors to the sanctuary in 
Barcaldine.

Pictured are Cairngorm staff  Fiona Smith, Gillian McCullen and Norman McCullen with Santa and three of 

the reindeer  16_t51reindeer01

Brothers Ross and Robert Potter-Irwin got to meet Santa at Arduaine Garden on Sunday. 

The Ardfern siblings, who attend Craignish primary school, both received a gift from Santa in his grotto 

16_t51grotto01

Residents of Abbeyfi eld care home enjoyed Glencoe primary school’s Christmas show 

‘Gabriel’s big break’

Joseph, Mary and Jesus are visited by shepherds, wise men and an angel, at the Rockfi eld primary school nativity play  15_t51nativity01

ROCKFIELD Primary school held its Nativity play recently, 

with the primary one, Gaelic primary one and pre-five pupils 

performing together for the first time.

The assembly hall was packed at Oban primary campus on 

December 11 as family and friends gathered to see the classic 

tale of Mary and Joseph travelling to Bethlehem and the birth 

of baby Jesus.

The audience was treated to some Christmas songs, including 

We Wish you a Merry Christmas and Rudolph the Red-Nosed 

Reindeer, and the Gaelic class also performed a Christmas 

song in Gaelic.

Claire Campbell, principal teacher of early level, was delight-

ed with the performance.

‘I thought the whole thing was absolutely fantastic,’ she said.

‘The oldest children are only five years old and the youngest 

are three, so for them to get up on stage and sing and perform 

with such confidence is brilliant.

‘I’d like to thank all the staff here for all their support over the 

past two weeks and the parents for helping the children learn 

their lines.
‘It’s the first year we’ve done the play with the early level [pre-

five] children, and I thought it was a great success, and great 

to see such a brilliant turnout and fantastic support from the 

parents.’
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15x3 OBAN TIMES

2015 Calendars

The ideal 
Christmas gift...

to order visit www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call 01371 851 868

EBRUARY
MARCH

APRIL

30/04/2014   10:43:32

Oban Times    West Highland   £7.75 (inc. UK P&P)

Banavie primary one, two and three pupils kicked off  the school’s Christmas concert with a ‘Ralph the reindeer’ pantomime 20_f51banavie01 

The Killin Santa Dash held last Saturday saw more than 100 santas run from the Falls of Dochart Hotel to the 

Bridge of Lochay Hotel. The event was organised by Pete Waugh of Tay Fitness. Killin Choir welcomed the 

red-suited runners home with a rendition of carols

Caol children performed a rock and roll version of Cinderella 20_f51caolpanto01

South Lochaber primary school pupils met in the Leven Centre for a Scottish 
country dancing festival, with the help of Kinlochleven high school pupils 20_f51dancing01

All smiles from Lochyside RC’s Nativity cast  20_f51lochyside01

Ballachulish primary 1-3 pupils prepare to showcase their Nativity to the rest of the school



Snowing me, snowing you
The Institute of Advanced Motorist’s chief examin-
er, Peter Rodger, is off ering weekly motoring tips 
to riders and drivers. 

This week he is advising drivers about travelling 
in snow. 

While there is just snow forecast at the moment 
for the north-east of Scotland, the unpredictabili-
ty of our weather means it could come elsewhere 
at any time.

If you have to travel in bad weather plan your 
journey thoroughly. Think about where you are 
going and what it will be like all the way along the 
journey. If you can, avoid travelling on less-used 
roads or country lanes as these are less likely to be 
gritted.

Before setting off , clear all your windows and 
mirrors fully. Clear off  snow piled on the roof of 
your car and the bonnet too, as it can fall and 
blow on to the windscreen. Don’t leave anything 
obscured.

Start your car gently from stationary and avoid 
high revs. If road conditions are extremely icy and 
you drive a manual car you should move off  in a 
higher gear rather than fi rst gear. You should stay 
in a higher gear to avoid wheel spin.

It’s important you get your speed right when 
travelling in snow. Never drive so fast that you risk 
losing control and don’t drive so slowly that you 
risk losing momentum for getting up a slope.

At the very least double your stopping distance 

from the vehicle in front of you – ideally lengthen 
it much more than this. This will give you more 
time to slow down without relying on your brakes.

Make sure you slow down suffi  ciently before 
reaching a bend so you have enough time to react 
to any hazards that appear as you go round it – 
and so you do not skid as well. You should have 
fi nished slowing down before you start to turn the 
steering wheel.

If you break down or have to pull over on a mo-
torway or dual carriageway, you should leave your 
vehicle and stand to the safe side of it, but not in 
front of it, when waiting for help.

Peter Rodger, chief examiner, said: ‘Many of the 
problems associated with travel during snow 
could be avoided if people planned in advance. 
People routinely travel with only the minimum of 
safety equipment, without realising their journey 
could be a lot longer than expected.

‘At the very least you should have a shovel, torch, 
blanket, jump-leads and tow rope. You should 
ensure your mobile phone is fully charged, and 
the number of your recovery organisation is saved 
into it. And don’t set out without knowing the 
location of petrol stations on your way.

‘This all might sound obvious, but too many of 
us forget to do any of this. Don’t be one of the 
ill-prepared, and listen to the weather forecast for 
the whole length of a winter journey to help you 
prepare for it.’
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ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE

WORK CARRIED OUT FOR 
ALL MAJOR INSURANCE 

COMPANIES

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
A MERRY CHRISTMAS

AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Glengallan Industrial Estate, Oban
Tel: 01631 566009

email: cjautos@btconnect.com

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
from

HAZELBANK 
MOTORS LTD
FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING 

NEEDS CONTACT
01631 566476 or 01586 552320
OBAN AND CAMPBELTOWN

CAR SALES AND 
MECHANICAL SERVICES

Unit 1 Caol Industrial Estate, Fort William
Tel/Fax: 01397 704624  Mobile: 07866552902

www.kmfcars.com

Wishing all their customers 
a Merry Christmas and happy 

New Year

W D Semple would 
like to thank all our 
customers and wish 

them Seasons Greetings 
and a Happy & 

Prosperous New Year.

NO TYRE TOO BIG OR SMALL WE FIT THEM ALL

ATV • CAR • VAN • TRUCK • AGRICULTURAL •  MOTORCYCLE

Quarry Road, Oban Tel/Fax: (01631) 570000

Kerrie and team would like to thank everyone for their 
support this year and we wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!

❄ ❄
❄

❄
❄

❄ ❄ ❄ ❄ ❄❄ ❄

❄
❄ ❄ ❄

❄❄❄

• Car & Light Van Body Repairs
• Insurance and Private Work

Wishes all customers a very Happy Christmas 
& prosperous New Year.

Thank you for all your support.

Tel: 01631 569441  Quarry Road, Oban, PA34 4DP

ARGYLL TYRES
Bishopton Road, 
Lochgilphead, 

Argyll, PA31 8PY
Tel: 01546 602692
Fax: 01546 603279

WISHING ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
A SAFE AND HAPPY CHRISTMAS

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIP

West Coast
MOTORING TIMES

WANTED

Telephone 07789855381

Any 4 x 4 vehicle, Landrover, 
Toyota, Mitsubishi etc, high 
mileage, any condition. Non 

runners/MOT failures accepted.

24/7 WANTED 24/7

Tel: 07887 868325 or 07845 462755

ALL SCRAP CARS
MOT failures or accident damaged

Top prices paid for the right cars 
Cars, vans, 4x4, light commercials

Distance no object
Also household white goods

Mazda MX5

£950

Tel 01631 566332

Dark blue Mazda MX5 

198, 2 seater, soft top, 

in very good condition, 

2 careful owners from 

new, MOT, 4 new tyres.
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FLAT TO LET 
Mossfi eld Drive , 

Oban 
2 bedroom furnished 
fl at available February 

2015 
£550 p.c.m plus deposit 

and utilities 
Sorry no DSS, 

references required  
Landlord registration number 

192579/130/27030

Tel: 0791720 8881

Ulva Ferry
Isle of Mull

2 bedroom stone built 
cottage for rent from mid 

January, idyllic location 
overlooking the sea, one 
mile from Ulva Primary 

School, would suit a small 
family, £300 pcm.  

Landlord registration number 
422427/130/16471.

 Email 
guy@goodmove.org.uk or 
telephone 07900 185580.

We would like to wish all 
customers and friends 
A Merry Christmas and 
A Happy new year.
Tel: 01631 565600 01786 462231

Dunollie Halls, 
Dunollie Road, Oban

Building Preservation and General Building Works

LETTINGS       COMMERCIAL PROPERTY       SALES      PROPERTY REVIEWS         

PROPERTY NEWS     LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS

West Coast
PROPERTY GUIDE

Find your next property at 
westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

Woodburning Stoves

PS      MOTORING NEWS

TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE CALL: 
01631 568000

NEW 
CAR 
INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray
Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

WANTED

Telephone: 07703490572 ask for Robert

Wanted all 4 x 4s, old or new Toyota 
Hilux, land cruiser, all pickups single 

or double cabs, any condition, runner 
or not, high miles no problem.

WANTED

Telephone 01250 884306
 Mobile 07885 203020

All types of 4 x 4 vehicles
Landrovers, any 4x4, Toyotas, Nissan, 

considered. Also non-runner and accident 
damaged, MOT failure, single or double cab.

Genuine people to deal with.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07923 091694 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

Motor homes, caravanettes and 
camper vans, all makes or models 
considered.  Also touring caravans 

and statics, instant decision, 
same day payment.

WANTED

Tel: 07546 788945

All 4 X 4 Vehicles
any make or model, from 1990 to new, 
also high mileage, non runners, MOT 

failures etc considered.
Finance settled, top cash prices paid,

instant payment and collection.

WANTED

Contact William 07730 130284 or 07923 091694 
or email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

4 x 4’s, all makes and models, Toyota, 
Landrover, Mitsubishi, high miles no 

problem, MOT or not, instant decision, 
same day payment.

URGENTLY REQUIRED

CALL: 07711 573308 OR 01250 872424

4X4s
TOP PRICE PAID
INSTANT COLLECTION 
AND PAYMENT
ANY AGE AND CONDITION 

WANTED ALL 4 X 4’S

Telephone 07925 715321

Any year or condition, would 
consider any kind of pick-up or 
jeep, will collect and pay cash.

WANTED ALL 4 X 4’S

Telephone 07789 138028

Toyota, Mitsubishi, Landrovers etc, 
mileage no problem.  Distance no 

object.  Specialise in Vauxhall Brava 
and Isuzu pick-ups.

TO LET

FOR SALE

Eider - 2 bedroom - 
waterfront property

Widgeon - 1 bedroom 
waterfront property

Mallard - 2 bedroom

Situated by the 
waterfront in Ardfern, 

we have a one bedroom 
and 2 two bedroom 
cottages for long or 

short term let.
Please contact Ruth on 

01577 866866.

west coast
P R O P E R T Y
west coast

west coast
P R O P E R T Y west coast

P R O P E R T Y
west coast
P R O P E R T Ywest coast

west coast
P R O P E R T Y
west coast

TO LET
One bedroom 

furnished fl at near to 
Oban town centre, 
£475 pcm, no dss.

Landlord 
registration number 
225745/130/28071.

Telephone 
07779105670.

VW Caddy Van

£2800 o.n.o.

Tel 07738 064384

2007 1.9 SDI

110k, 12 months 

MOT, New tyres

Good condition.



Farming

COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL  BEST PRICES

W M Burns
Blaircochrane Farm, West Linton, Peeblesshire

Visit our new website
www.burnstractors.com 

All used tractors and plant wanted 
from 1960 to 2014

Call Nigel Burns on 07766522751 for 
immediate inspection and payment

“£300 to help stay
warm this winter!”

Have you worked on the 

land and are worried about 

heating costs this winter?

Contact RSABI to fi nd

out more about our

Help for Heating Fund.

“We have money available 
and a determination to help”

Call us in confi dence on 

0131 472 4166 or visit 

www.rsabi.org.uk 

for further details.

Agriculture , Crofting Consultancy 
& Estate Management
Livestock Records & BCMS Registrations

Tel/Fax 01631 710002  
e-mail info@agrimony.co.uk

Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year to all our customers 
from everyone at Agrimony

Agrimony Ltd

C. Hodge Fencing

Merry 
Christmas 
from 
Hodge 
Fencing

C. HODGE FENCING 
01631 563271 www.hodgefencing.co.uk

Does the road wind up-hill all the way? 
Yes, to the very end. 
Will the day’s fencing take the whole long day? 
From morn to night, my friend.

We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all seasons 
greetings and a prosperous  New 
Year, and we thank you for your 

custom during 2014

LAWRIE & SYMINGTON GROUP
LIVESTOCK AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS & 

ESTATE AGENTS
LANARK AGRICULTURAL CENTRE

Muirglen, Hyndford Road, Lanark, ML11 9AX
Tel: 01555 662281   Fax: 01555 665638/665100

COUNTRY SUPPLIES 
Tel. 01555 660099 

EVENTS DEPARTMENT
Tel. 01555 662281 Ext. 208   Mobile 07836 505762

FORFAR MARKET
Tel. 01307 462651   Fax 01307 464290

EVENTS DEPT
Tel: 01307 462651   Mobile: 07786 086512

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH EVERYONE 
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS 

AND A HAPPY NEW YEARGLENSIDE TRACTORS LTD  

Wishing all our customers a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year and thanking them 

for their support over 2014.

Millknowe Garage, 
Campbeltown, PA28 6NJ
Tel: 01586 553624
Email: glensidetractors@btconnect.com
Website: www.glensidetractors.co.uk

A LICENSED camera study looking at 
prey taken into a sea eagle nest in the 
Lorn area found that at least eight or 
nine lambs were among the carcasses.

The study was discussed at a Mull/
Argyll/Lochaber area stakeholders’ 
group meeting on December 2 in Oban.

The meeting was part of efforts 
to bring together conservationists, 
farmers and land managers to discuss 
a range of management issues related 
to sea eagles in North Argyll and Lo-
chaber.

More than 6,860 images were pho-
tographed on one nest throughout 
the 2014 breeding season via motion 
sensitive cameras. 

The sea eagles brought a total of 
117 prey items to the nest between 
January and July. Analysis confirmed 
that 67 items were unidentifiable, 21 
were mammals, 14 were birds, seven 
were fish, and either eight or nine were 
lambs. 

The photographs gave objective 
information on the number of lamb 
carcasses being brought to the nest and 
how often this occurred compared to 
other food sources. 

Lachie Maclean, interim chairman 
of the stakeholder group, said:  ‘This 
was a constructive and useful meeting 
where we could talk openly about is-
sues relating to sea eagles on the west 
coast. 

‘We discussed the results of a nest 
camera survey carried out this year in 
our area. 

‘This is a useful piece of research 
which will help feed into the wider 
discussions about managing sea eagles 
in our area. 

‘The survey gives us a better idea of 
when lambs are more likely to be part 
of sea eagles’ diets.’

The group agreed that:
- As this was only a sample of one, this 

method could usefully be employed 

again under Scottish Natural Heritage  
licence in 2015 at more nests to help 
inform the work of the steering group;

- A number of techniques to divert the 
attention of sea eagles from lambing 
parks should be trialled including fur-
ther use of scaring devices and, where 
possible, diversionary feeding during 
the period when lambs could be at 
greatest risk.

A new sea eagle management scheme 
will be in place by spring 2015, subject 
to funding approval by SNH.

This will use experienced and trusted 
rapid response contractors to respond 
to farmers’ and crofters’ concerns 
about any sea eagle impacts on their 
flocks, and advise them on options to 
mitigate these impacts. 

The Sea Eagle Regional Steer-
ing Group, which set up the local 
stakeholders group, initially includes 
representatives from NFU Scotland, 
Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH), the 

Scottish Government Rural Payments 
and Inspections Division (SGRPID), 
Forestry Commission Scotland and 
Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds. 

Representatives from other groups, 
such as wildlife tourism, may be asked 
to join if and when required.

The Oban meeting follows a joint 
statement of intent in September 
between SNH and NFU Scotland, 
agreeing to balance the needs of sheep 
farmers and crofters with the conserva-
tion of sea eagles. 

A number of other local stakeholder 
groups covering the main sea eagle 
areas are also being set up as part of the 
agreement. 

These will initially cover Mull/North 
Argyll/Lochaber; Skye/Lochalsh; and 
Gairloch/Wester Ross. 

A Sea Eagle Action Plan will also 
be published by September 2016 and 
implemented by March 2017. 

Photographic evidence reveals lamb as part of one pair’s diet

ONE of the best-ever quality shows of 
cattle to be seen at Oban Mart in the 
17 years Caledonian Marts has been 
operating at the centre sold last week 
to a record number of buyers.

The annual Christmas show and sale 
saw the judge on the day, well-known 
show exhibitor, Dougie McBeath, 
Lower Greenyards, choose a 330kg 
Limousin from Robert Currie, Low 
Dunasherry, Tayinloan, as overall 
champion.

Mr McBeath went on to pay £1,400 
for the heifer.

Reserve champion was a 370kg 
Charolais heifer from Pat Boyd, Tiree, 
which was unsold at £1,300.

Other awards were as follows:
Single Bullock calf from mainland 

– 1 D W Semple, Dippen, Carradale, 
380kgs £1,150 to B Duffton, Bogie 
Street, Huntly; 2 A Buchanan, Achna-
ba, Connel, 390kgs £1,150 to M G 
Nicholson, The Lake, Carlisle; 3 R 
Currie, Low Dunasherry, Tayinloan, 
340kgs £1,120 to M G Nicholson.

Single heifer calf from mainland – 1 
and overall champion, R Currie; 2 A 
Hamilton, Kilwhipnach, Campbel-

town, 335kgs £1,320 to B Duffton; 
3 E McGillvary, Barcaldine Home 
Farm, 325kgs £1,150 to J McGillvary, 
Pennygown, Mull.

Single bullock calf from an island – 1 
R Cunningham, Neriby, Islay, 350kgs 
£1,300 to S Smith, Sunnyside Croft, 
Turriff.

Single heifer calf from an Island – 1 
and reserve not sold. 2 D McCormick, 
Baligarve, Lismore 460kgs £1,300 to 
J Carmicheal, Fiart, Lismore; 3 D 
McCormick, 325kgs £870 to W & W 
Faulder, Houghton, Carlisle.

Champion pen of four bullock calves 
– Limousin X from R Cunningham, 
Neriby, which scaled 350kgs and real-
ised £1,150 to M G Nicholson.

Champion pen of four heifer calves 
– Charolais X from D W Semple, Dip-
pen, Carradale which scaled 375kgs 
realised £980  to J Leggat, Little 
Invernorth, Fraserburgh.

A feature of the sale was 31 Limousin 
spring calves from Bob Cunningham, 
Neriby, Islay which sold to an amaz-
ing £1,300 to average a tremendous 
£945.16.

See below for other sale prices.

Overall champion and champion heifer from the Christmas show 

and sale at Oban Mart from Robert Currie (left), who received his 

prize from Alan King, Reid and Robertson managing director (second 

left). Holding the heifer are Stuart Currie and Karen Love of Reid and 

Robertson. Photo Kevin McGlynn

Tayinloan heifer champion at top quality Oban show

DALMALLY

UNITED Auctions held its 
annual Christmas show and 
sale on December 6 of all 
classes cattle and a sale of 
all classes sheep at Dalmally 
Auction Mart.  

A record entry of 576 head 
of cattle sold to a packed 
ringside of buyers whilst all 
classes of sheep sold at very 
high levels.  

Judging the various 
classes of cattle prior to 
the sale was in the hands 
of Gordon Kemp, Alford, 
Aberdeen-shire who made 
the following awards:

Bullock over 10 months: 
1 Mr I R Morrison, 13 
Eoligarry, Barra; 2 Mr A 
J Morrison, 10 Eoligarry, 
Barra; 3M/s Anderson, 
Tullochcan, Killin.  

Heifer over 10 months: 1 
and 2 Mr A J Morrison.  

Bullock Calves:  1Mr I R 
Morrison; 2 M/s Anderson; 
3 Mr A MacGillivray, Achu-
ran, Lismore.  

Heifer Calves: 1 Mr A 
Cameron, Ardchatten, By 
Oban; 2 Mr A MacGillivray; 
3 M/s Anderson.  

Champion Animal: Mr I R 
Morrison (Bullock over 10 
months). 

Reserve Champion 
Animal: Mr A J Morrison 
(Bullock over 10 months).  

Overall, the bullocks sold to 
average £779.18 per head or 
242 pence per kilo (£823.59 
or 236.76 per kilo last year) 
and the heifers averaged 
£646.14 or 232.08pence per 
kilo (£699.33 or 234.76pence 
per kilo last year). 

Bullocks sold to a top 
price per head of £1,520 for 
Aberdeen Angus Cross from 
No13 Eoligarry and to 346 
pence per kilo for Limousin 
crosses from Achuran, 
Lismore.  

Hereford cross heifers 
from Clachan, Tiree sold to 
£1,200 and to 304 pence per 
kilo for Limousin crosses 
from Brenachoille. 

This sale brings a close 
to the 2014 calendar sales 
for Dalmally Auction Mart 
which has been a record 
trading year for the centre. 
Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Bullocks: AAx: £1,520 – 13 
Eoligarry, Barra: £1,235 – 10 
Eoligarry, Barra: £1,205(3), 
£1,185(3), £1,145(3) and £1,115 
– Moleigh Farm: £940 – Cairn-
baan (Mrs D Jordan). BSHx:
£920 – Glenbeg Farm. CHARx: 
£960 – Carnoch 16. HERx: 
£1,250(2) and £1,190(2) – 
Clachan, Tiree. LIMx: £1,410 
and £1,255(3) – 13 Eoligarry, 
Barra: £1,235(2), £1,195 
and £1,150 – Moleigh Farm: 
£1,095(2) – 10 Eoligarry, Barra: 
£1,005 – Tullochcan: £1,000 – 10 
Eoligarry, Barra: £975 – 13 
Eoligarry: £945 – 85 Borve, 
Barra: £935(3) – Tullochcan: 
£930 – Cairnbaan (Mrs Jordan): 
£925 – Garraron and Melfort 
Farms(2) and Craigentaggart(5): 
£915(3) – 10 Eoligarry: £905 – 
Garraron and Melfort Farms: 
£900 – Sonachan Farm. SIMx:
£1,400 – Ruaidheabhal (D 
Morrison Jnr): £1,265 and 
£1,255 – 10 Eoligarry, Barra: 
£1,195, £1,115(4), £1,095(3) and 
£1,015 – Moleigh Farm: £935(6) 
– 7 Craigneich, Lismore. SHx:
£760 – Torran Farm. LUING: 
£650 – Blarghour Farm. SALx: 
£675 – Balantyre Farm.
GALx: £805 – Tirfuir, Lismore. 
BRBx: £870(3) – Lephinchapel. 
Heifers: AAx: £910(2) – Glenfe-
ochan Estate. CHARx: £900(2) 
– Barnakill Farm. HERx:
£1,200(2), £1140, £930(2) and 
£890 – Clachan, Tiree. LIMx: 
£985(2) – 13 Eoligarry, Barra: 
£945 – Ardchatten: £895 and 
£890 – 10 Eoligarry, Barra. 

SHOx: £860 and £800 – Braes 
of Ardeonaig. LUING: £730 
– Pitcastle Estate. BSHx: £600 
– Ashgrove.
Top prices per kilo: 
Bullocks: AAx: 275p(4), 259p(4) 
and 254p(2) – Machrins Farm, 
Colonsay: 248p(2) – 123 Craig-
ston, Barra: 244p – 236 Bru-
ernish, Barra: 243p(3) – Moleigh 
Farm: 243p(2) – 123 Craigston, 
Barra: 241p – Cairnbaan (Mrs 
Jordan): 240p – 236 Bruernish, 
Barra: 236p – 229 Bruernish and 
239 Bruernish, Barra: 234p – 229 
Bruernish, Barra: 231p – 237 
Bruernish, Barra: 229p(6) 
– Moleigh Farm: 226p – 10 
Eoligarry, Barra: 225p – 13 Eo-
ligarry, Barra: 223p & 222p(2) 
– Glenaros Farm, Mull. BSHx: 
309p(2) – Homestead, Colonsay: 
276p – Knockderry: 268p(2) 
– Homestead, Colonsay: 249p – 
Glenbeg Farm: 248p – Ashgrove: 
238p – Conaglen Estate: 225p 
– Glenbeg: 224p(2) – Conaglen 
Estate: 221p – Balivicar Farm. 
BRBx: 290p(3) – Lephinchapel. 
CHARx: 308p – Tullochmhor 
Farm: 306p(2) – Barnakill 
Farm : 284p – Ballygown : 
239p – Carnoch 16. GALx: 285p 
– Tirfuir, Lismore. HERx: 
220p(2) and 210p(2) – Clachan. 
HIGH: 175p(9) – Kilvaree 
No5. LIMx: 346p – Achuaran, 
Lismore: 343p – 13 Eoligarry, 
Barra: 337p(3) – Tullochcan: 
333p – Brenchoille: 319p and 
318p – Achuaran, Lismore: 317p 
and 311p – Tullochcan: 305p(4) 
– 10 Eoligarry, Barra: 298p 
ans 294p – 13 Eoligarry, Barra: 
292p – Tirfuir, Lismore: 289p(3) 
– Tullochcan: 285p(2) – Tirfuir, 
Lismore: 281p(2) – 10 Eoligarry, 
Barra: 280p – 2 Keil Croft and 
13 Eoligarry, Barra: 278p – 
Kilvaree No5 and 13 Eoligarry, 
Barra: 276p(3) – 10 Eoligarry, 
Barra: 271p – Balliemeanoch 
Farm and 10 Eoligarry, Barra: 
270p(2) – Dalvuie, Ledaig: 269p 
– 10 Eoligarry: 267p – Cairn-
baan (Mrs Jordan): 265p – 10 
Eoligarry: 264p(2) – Achuaran, 
Lismore: 262p – Sonachan: 
259p(2) – Balvicar Farm: 
257p(2) – Garraron and Melfort 
Farms. LUING: 245p(2) – Pit-
castle Estate: 224p – Blarghour 
Farm. SHOx:306p – Barnakill 
Farm: 276p(2) – Knockderry: 
243p(2) and 232p – Torran Farm. 
SIMx: 336p – Barachander 
Farm: 281p(5) – Knockderry: 
278p(6) – Blarghour Farm: 
276p – Brenchoille: 262p(6) – 
Laggan Farms: 253p(5) – Aulich: 
243p – Torran : 242p – Moleigh 
Farm: 236p(3) – Glencreran 
Estate: 236p – Ruaidheabhal (D 
Morrison Jnr): 234p – Strathlea: 
233p – Laggan Farms(4) and 
No7 Craigneich(6): 232p – 
Torran Farm(2) and Moleigh 
Farm: 230p – 10 Eoligarry: 
229p – Ichrachan Farm: 228p(3) 
and 222p(3) – Moleigh Farm: 
220p – 10 Eoligarry.
Heifers: AAx: 267p(4) – 
Machrins Farm, Colonsay: 250p 
– 239 Bruernish, Barra: 242p(5) 
– Machrins Farm: 229p(2) – 123 
Craigston, Barra: 225p(2) – 
Glenfeochan estate. BSHx: 261p 
– Silvercraigs: 224p – Ashgrove. 
BRBx: 259p(2) – Lephinchapel. 
CHARx: 273p(2) – Bragleen-
beg: 257p – Ballygown: 254p(2) 
and 253p(5) – Barnakill Farm: 
249p(2) – Ballygown : 240p(3) 
– Barnakill: 234p – Carnoch 
16. HERx: 258p(2) - Clachan, 
Tiree. LIMx: 302p, 290p(2) and 
287p(2) – Tullochcan Farm: 
281p(2) – Balvicar: 275p and 
260p – Achuaran, Lismore: 255p 
– Garraron and Melfort Farms: 
253p – 10 Eoligarry, Barra and 
Achanelid Farming(5): 253p(4) 
and 251p(3) – 10 Eoligarry: 
250p – Tullochcan and Glenfe-
ochan Estate(2): 249p(3) – 10 
Eoligarry: 246p – Kilvaree No5 
: 243p(3) – Glenfeochan Estate: 
242p – 10 Eoligarry(4) and 85 
Borve, Barra: 241p – 10 Eoligar-
ry(2), Dalvuie(2) & 13 Eoligarry: 
240p(2) – 10 Eoligarry : 236p 
– Tirfuir, Lismore(4) & 13 
Eoligarry : 235p – 2 Keil Crofts: 
233p – 10 Eoligarry(2) and Kil-
varee No5: 232p – Couston Farm 
& Ardchatten Home Farm: 
230p – Garraron and Melfort 
Farms. LUING: 191p – Pitcastle 
Estate. SHx: 228p – Torran 
Farm : 227p(2) – Knockderry. 
SIMx: 304p and 273p(2) – Bren-

choille: 235p(4) – Laggan Farms: 
233p(5) – Aulich.
Breeding cattle:
In-calf heifers: SIMx: £1,800, 
£1,650, £1,500, £1,450 and £1,400 
– Duncroisk. AAx:,£1850 – Dall: 
£1,250 – Duncroisk : £1,200(2) – 
Braes of Ardeonaig. SHx: £1,150 
– Braes of Ardeonaig.
In-calf cow: £950 – Ballygown.
OTM cows: £880 – 239 Bru-
ernish, Barra : £800 – Balvicar 
Farm.
Sheep: Lambs: SUFFx: £76.50 – 
14 Poltalloch: £65.00 – Couston 
Farm. TEXx: £77.00 – Machrins 
Farm, Colonsay: £67.00 – 14 Pol-
talloch: £65.00 - Balvicar Farm: 
£64.50 – Balantyre Farm: £62.50 
– Aulich: £61.00 – Sallachry and 
14 Poltalloch. Cross: £60.00 – 
Craig Farm and Sallachry. BF: 
£59.50 – Tayvallich Estates: 
£56.50 – Ledcharrie: £56.00 – 
Auchreoch.
Ewes:  LLEYx: £65.00 – Kirkton 
Farm. TEXx: £56.00 – Kirkton 
Farm. CHEVx: £71.00 – Aulich 
: £66.00 – 83 Borve, Barra. 
CROSS: £67.00 – 83 Borve, 
Barra : £65.00 – Aulich. BF: 
£62.00 – 83 Borve, Barra: £60.00 
– Aulich: £60.00 – Ledcharrie.
Lambs per kilo: SUFFx: 203p 
– Couston Farm. TEXx: 202p 
– Aulich and Balantyre Farm: 
198p and 197p – Balvicar Farm: 
191p – 14 Poltalloch. BF: 194p – 
Couston Farm: 186p – Tayvallich 
Estates: 182p – Ledcharrie.

ISLAY

THE FINAL sale in a 
record year of trading at Is-
lay Auction Mart was held 
on December 8 by United 
Auctions.

It sold 2,467 lambs and 
sheep in the highest trade 
for the season. 

Lambs sold to an average 
£62.10 per head or 175.5 
pence per kilo against 
£57.12 per head or 167.82 
pence per kilo at the corre-
sponding sale last year.  

Lambs sold to a top price 
of £87.50 for Texel Crosses 
from Neil McDonald, Bay-
view and 202 pence per kilo 
for Texel Crosses from the 
same home.  

Cast ewes sold to £105 per 
head for Texel crosses from 
M/s Porter, Carrabus whilst 
cast rams from Ardbeg 
fetched £100.  

A pen of Blackface 
wedder lambs from M/s 
McLellan, Kilchiaran 
Farm consignment of 380 
sold to £72.50 per head. 

Overall it was a very 
satisfying trade, conclud-
ing this year’s sales for 
the island producers in a 
festive spirit. 

Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Lambs: SUFFx: £82.50 – 6 

Bayview: £80.50 – Ardbeg: 
£79.50 – 6 Bayview: £77.50 – 
Craigfad: £77.50 – Balimartin: 
£76.50 – Uiskentuie and 
Smaladh: £74.50 – 6 Bayview: 
£74.50 – Kilchiaran: £73.50 
– Starchmill and Octofad: 
£72.50 – Coull: £72.50 – 
Octofad: £71.50 – Lossit and 
Ardbeg. TEXx: £87.50 and 
£81.50 – 6 Bayview: £78.50 
– Gartloist and Carrabus: 
£75.50 – Balaclava: £74.50 – 6 
Bayview: £73.50 – Ardbeg, 
Mulindry, 6 Bayview, Gartloist 
and Carrabus: £72.50 – Octo-
fad. CROSS: £80.00 – Starch-
mill : £74.50 – Carrabus: 
£72.50 – Gartloist: £71.50 
– Ballachlaven. CHEV: £54.50 
– Aoradh. MULE: £66.50 – 
Ceannacroic: £64.50 – Coull. 
BF: £72.50 – Kilchiaran: 
£67.50 – Carn Farm: £63.50 – 
Ceannacroic and Kilchiaran: 
£61.50 – Keppols and Uisken-
tuie: £60.50 – Ceannacroic.

Cast rams: £100 – Ardbeg.
Cast ewes: TEXx: £105.50 – 

Carrabus: £88.50 – 6 Bayview: 
£86.50 – Balaclava: £82.50 – 
Ballachlaven. SUFFx: £94.50 
– 24 Laoigan. CHEVx: £80.50 
– Kilbride. Cross: £77.50 

Market Reports

OBAN

CALEDONIAN Marts in 
Oban sold 1,261 suckled 
calves, store, breeding and 
OTM cattle at its Decem-
ber 6 sale, following the 
Christmas show.

Bullocks (576) sold to av-
erage 266p per kilo to 368p 
per kg for a 350kg Limou-
sin from R Cunningham, 
Neriby, Bridgend, Islay 
and to £1,450 for a 770kg 
Limousin from P Boyd, 
Drumaglee, Cornaigmore, 
Tiree.

Heifers (532) averaged 
252p per kilo to 419p per 
kilo for a 330kg Limousin 
from R Currie, Low 
Dunasherry, Tayinloan by 
Tarbert and to £1,400 for 
the same animal.

Young Bulls (31) aver-
aged 220p per kilo to 263p 
per kilo for two 225kg 
Charolais from A McLarty, 
Homestead, Ardfern and to 
£670 for a 260kg Limousin 
from the same home.

Breeding cattle (70) 
sold to £1,450 (twice) for 
a Limousin spring calving 
heifer and a Simmental 
Spring calving heifer from 
R Leitch, Lagganulva, Mull 
and N McLean, Achaleven, 
Connel.

Bullocks: Up to 250kgs - £810 
Neriby, 364p No 5 Burnside; 
251-300kgs - £ 9 8 0 
Neriby, 360p Neriby; 
301-350kgs - £1,120 Low 
Dunasherry, 350p Ardachy; 
351-400kgs - £1,300 Neriby 
367p Neriby; 401-450kgs - 
£1,120 Low Dunasherry, 260p 
Low Dunasherry; 451-500kgs 
- £1,190 Ballimackillichan, 

246p Killocraw; 501-550kgs - 
£1,200 No 5 Tomaig, 234p No 5 
Tomaig; 551-600kgs  - £1280 
Drumaglee, 221p Drumaglee; 
701kgs plus - £1,480 Drum-
aglee, 191p Drumaglee.

Heifers: Up to 250kgs 
- £740 Achnacloich 383p 
Achnacloich; 251-300kgs  
- £970 Neriby 330p Neriby; 301-
350kgs - £1,400 Low Dunash-
erry 419p Low Dunasherry; 
351-400kgs - £1,320 Tyree 346p 
Tyree; 401-450kgs - £1,250 
Dippen 306p Dippen; 451-
500kgs - £1,300 Baligarve 280p 
Baligarve.

Leading prices per head: 
Bullocks: £1,300 Neriby 

(Islay), £1,280 Drumaglee 
(Tiree), £1,200 and £1,170 No 5 
Tomai; (Campbeltown), £1,190 
Ballimackillichan (Lismore), 
£1,150 Dippen, Achnaba and 
Neriby,

£1,120 No 5 Tomaig & 
Low Dunasherry; £1,100 
Strongorm; £1,090 Ballimack-

illichan; £1,080 Dippen, £1,070 
Annat and Ardachy; £1,010 
Feall (Coll) and Rhoin (Camp-
beltown); £1,000 Dallachullish 
and Inion; £990 Achnacreebay 
and Keil (Campbeltown); £980 
Tyree, Neriby and Keil.

Leading prices per head 
heifers:

£1,320 Tyree (Benderloch); 
£1,320 Kilwhipnach (Camp-
beltown); £1,300 Baligarve 
(Lismore); £1,250 Dippen; 
£1,150 (twice) Barcaldine 
Home Farm; £1,060 (twice) 
Polliwilline (Campbeltown)

£1,010 and £940 Killocraw 
(Campbeltown); £1,000 and 
£980 Dippen; £970 Neriby; 
£940 Rhoin

£910 Neriby and Killocraw; 
£890 Laggan (Lismore); £870 
Keil, Turnault and Laggan.

Heifers in-calf: £1,300 Lag-
ganulva, £1,100 Achaleven.

Cows in-calf: £900 (twice) 
Saulmore, £850 Achnacreebay, 
£740 Ardpatrick.

Bulling heifers: £780 Tayval-
lich Estate.

Leading prices per kilo:
Bullocks: 362p Tayvallich; 

360p Neriby; 350p Ardachy; 
340p Auchnaclach (Islay); 338p 
Neriby; 337p Turnault; 332p 
Aird (Ardfern); 329p Feall and 
Low Dunasherry; 328p Shena-
vallie; 327p Baligarve; 325p No 
5 Burnside and Neriby; 321p 
Shenavallie and Auchnaclach; 
316p Dippen; 313p High 
Tirfergus (Campbeltown) and 
Shenavallie.

Heifers: 391p Kilwhipnach; 
358p Laggan Farms; 353p 
Barcaldine Home Farm; 
346p Tyree; 330p Neriby; 
333p Mossfield (Coll); 321p 
Aird; 306p Dippen; 300p 
Shenavallie and Ardachy; 299p 
Auchnaclach and Neriby; 288p 
Ballymeanach (Mull), Turnault 
and Baligarve; 287p Fiart 
(Lismore); 283p Scammadale; 
280p Achinduie (Lismore) and 
Baligarve.

– Uiskentuie and Octofad: 
£76.50 – Gartloist: £75.50 – 
Lossit: £66.50 – Craigfad. BF: 
£62.50 – Kilchiaran : £60.50 – 
Uiskentuie and Carrabus.

Top prices per kilo: 
Lambs: SUFFx: 201p and 

200p – Octofad: 198p – Coull: 
195p – Smaladh and Duich: 
194p – Coull & Ardbeg : 
191p – 6 Bayview and Octofad. 
TEXx: 202p and 201p – 6 Bay-
view: 197p – Carrabus: 195p 
– Octofad and Ardbeg: 194p 
& 192p – 6 Bayview. CHEV: 
173p – Kilbride. CROSS: 185p 
– Duich: 184p – Achnaclach: 
183p – 6 Bayview. MULE: 182p 
– Coull. BF: 180p – Duich: 
177p – Kilchiaran: 176p – 
Ceannacroic and Ballachlaven: 
175p and 172p – Kilchiaran: 
171p – Ceannacroic: 170p – 
Kilchiaran and Ballachlaven. 
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Payroll Assistant
Abacus Services (part of R A Clement As-
sociates) are looking for a payroll assistant 
to join the busy payroll office in Oban. 
Candidates must have a “can do” attitude 
and experience in processing payrolls 
is essential.  Salary commensurate with 
experience.
Please apply in writing, enclosing your 
C.V. to Helen Clark, Office Manager at R 
A Clement Associates, 5 Argyll 
Square, OBAN, PA34 4AZ.or by 
email to hc@raclement.co.uk 

As Editor you will be responsible for managing the day to 
day production of the monthly print title “Fish Farmer” as well 
as sourcing and contributing daily news and analysis to the 
websites (fishfarmer-magazine.com and fishupdate.com) 
and associated social media.
You will continue to develop the printed publications and fully 
evolve all aspects of the business to include a comprehensive 
digital strategy. 
The position requires a proactive approach from concept and 
strategy through to fulfilment. This includes the need for full 
liaison with the commercial team in order to maximise reve-
nue from all platforms including online and offline company 
profiles and commercially led features.  
In addition you will need to work closely with the senior man-
agement team to develop all products to their full commercial 
value.
You will enjoy a competitive salary, contributory pension 
scheme, healthcare and a generous holiday allowance. 
Closing date for applications is Friday 23 January 2015 
Apply by sending your CV, covering letter and present salary 
by post or e-mail to: Alison Arden Wyvex Media Ltd, Crannog 
Lane, Oban, PA34 4HB. ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Fish Farmer
Magazine 
EDITOR

Based Edinburgh or Oban
Industry Leading Magazine 

and Web sites
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Carers Direct Limited  
are an independent provider 
specialising in care at home.

We are looking for Carers to work in the 
Oban Area.
Rate of pay from £8.50/hour – variable hours.

Alternate weekends essential. Car driver essential
SVQ 2 preferred, training provided.
Application forms from 01631 569 550.
Registered with Scottish Care Commission.  
Applications subject to PVG Scheme vetting.

ORMSARY FARMERS
BOOKKEEPER/ADMINISTRATOR
An experienced bookkeeper is required to be 
responsible for processing the accounting 
transactions of the businesses, customer 
and supplier contact and support, general 
administration and invoicing at Ormsary Estate 
in Argyll.

The successful candidate should have a 
good working knowledge of Microsoft Office 
(especially Excel) and experience with 
accounting software. A relevant qualification 
would be desirable but is not essential if 
sufficient experience is demonstrable. The 
successful applicant will have strong verbal 
and written communication skills and the ability 
to work individually and as part of a small rural 
management team.

An attractive employment package including 
pension is offered for this position.

Ormsary is a diversified estate with excellent 
local community and schooling facilities.

Apply with CV and references to:

Mrs Barbara Cutler, Finance Manager, 
Ormsary Farmers, Ormsary Estate Office, 
Lochgilphead, Argyll, PA31 8PE or email to 
Enquiries@Ormsary.co.uk.

Purchasing Assistant
Fort William

Marine Harvest (Scotland) is the largest Aquaculture Company 
operating in Scotland. Our marine and freshwater sites are located 
throughout the West Coast, Outer Isles and Argyll. 
We are seeking to appoint a Purchasing Assistant to join our 
Purchasing Department in our processing plant in Fort William. 
The Department is responsible for the purchasing of equipment, 
supplies and services for the processing and logistics 
departments.
The Purchasing Assistant will be required to liaise with suppliers 
as well as other internal functions to ensure goods and services 
are purchased at the lowest ultimate cost, in line with the overall 
purchasing strategy. 
The Purchasing Assistant will issue invitations to tender, analyse 
the bids received and prepare relevant contractual documents. 
They will also be involved in supplier evaluation and selection and 
will eventually be responsible for rationalising the supply base to 
further reduce spend. 
Training and development will be given to the successful candidate 
in all areas of purchasing including negotiation, tendering, supply 
base rationalisation and cost reduction. 
Person Specification 
- Conversant with Microsoft Office packages (Word, Excel and 
PowerPoint) 
- Excellent communication and numeracy skills 
- Purchasing experience within a fast moving environment would 
be an advantage
The post is offered on a full-time permanent position, working a 40 
hour week.
If you feel that you possess the appropriate 
skills and are looking for a new challenge, 
please apply in writing to Gillian Dempster, 
Human Resources Assistant, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd., Business Resource Centre, 
Blar Mhor Industrial Estate, Fort William PH33 
7PT, no later than Wednesday 31st December 
2014.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Ian Rae has registered 
his croft Fearann Beag, 
Isle of Coll on the croft-
ing register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.
Any person who wishes 
to challenge the regis-
tration may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 3 
August 2015.
Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registra-
tion number is A1559.

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING 

APPLICATIONS 

Mr N D A Macalister Hall
Torrisdale Glen, Saddell & 
Skipness
0.26 ha - Existing house site 
4.86.53397

Mr A Dawson
33 Achadafail, Kilfinichen & 
Kilvickeon
0.571 ha - Site for a dwelling 
house 
4.86.53436

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission by 
any member of the crofting 
community within the locality 
of the land, within 28 days of 
the date of this newspaper.
Crofting Commission, Great 
Glen House, Leachkin Road, 
Inverness IV3 8NW or info@
crofting.scotland.gov.uk

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR 

REFUSE COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS
Oban and Lorn

Refuse and recycling collections due on 25th and 26th December will be collected on the following day ie. 25th will be 

collected on 26th, 26th on 27th December.

Refuse and recycling collections due on 1st and 2nd January will be collected on the following day ie. 1st will be collected 

on 2nd, 2nd collected on 3rd January.

Moleigh Recycling and Civic Amenity Site will be closed on 25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January.

Mull and Iona 

Refuse and recycling collections due on Thursday 25th December will be collected on Saturday 27th December.

Refuse and recycling collections due on Thursday 1st January will be collected on Friday 2nd January.

Glengorm Recycling and Civic Amenity Site will be closed on 25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January.

Tiree 

Refuse and recycling collections due on Thursday 25th December will be collected on Wednesday 24th December.

Refuse and recycling collections due on Thursday 1st January will be collected on Wednesday 31st December.

Gott Bay Recycling and Civic Amenity Site will be closed on 25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January.

Information is also available on the Council website and from your local office.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 

Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 

open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk.

Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02678/PP Road upgrading/re-alignment including new 
road bridge, roundabout, footpaths, cycleways

Jane Road/Lorn Road Dunbeg 
Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dunbeg

14/02721/PP Renewal of planning permission 12/00257/PP - 
Formation of jetty on the foreshore for private 
recreational use

Land South West of Gorsten 
Farmhouse Lochdon Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute PA64 6AP 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

14/02783/PP Demolition of existing ruined cottage, erection 
of dwellinghouse, restoration of second ruined 
cottage to form storage building, installation 
of sewage treatment plant, upgrade of existing 
access track, formation of vehicular access and 
footbridge

Land at Port Moluag Isle of 
Lismore Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Lismore

14/02833/PP Replacement roof covering Argyllshire Halls Breadalbane 
Street Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 5NZ 

Oban Area Office

14/02851/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land West of Park Cottage 
Pennyghael Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute PA70 6HE 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of Mull

14/02859/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of 
sewage treatment plant and formation 
of vehicular access

Land North West of Eorabus 
Lodge Ardtun Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of Mull

14/02871/PP Demolition of existing Scout Hall and erection 
of replacement Scout Hall

Scout Hall Breadalbane Street 
Tobermory Isle of Mull Argyll 
and Bute PA75 6PD

Tobermory Area 
Office

14/02880/PP Erection of dwellinghouse, installation of septic 
tank and formation of new access.

Land South West of Slatrach 
Farm Kerrera Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA34 4SX 

Oban Area Office

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 

RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02834/LIB Replacement roof covering Argyllshire Halls Breadalbane 
Street Oban Argyll and Bute 
PA34 5NZ 

Oban Area Office

14/02869/LIB Installation of 4 replacement windows First Floor Left Hand Flat 126 
George Street Oban Argyll and 
Bute PA34 5NT 

Oban Area Office

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs Monday to 

Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 

or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 

should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02715/PP Erection of dwellinghouse Land at Grianan Port Ellen Isle 
of Islay Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office Port 
Ellen

14/02858/PP Installation of septic tank and associated 
profiling of ground and formation of a new 
vehicular access lay-by

Land East of Bruichladdich 
Distillery Bruichladdich Isle of 
Islay Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office Port 
Charlotte

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 

RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

14/02647/LIB Demolition of existing garage, alterations 
to existing byre and barn, alterations and  
extensions to existing dwellinghouse

Jura House Craighouse Isle of 
Jura Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse 
Isle of Jura

14/02824/PP Installation of dormers (2 to the front elevation 
and 1 to the rear elevation), alterations and 
enlargement of rear extension and formation of 
roof terrace with bridge link to garden. Replace 
and enlarge existing front and rear windows 
from uPVC to timber sash and case style

7 King Street Portnahaven 
Isle of Islay Argyll and Bute 
PA47 7SP

Sub Post Office 
Portnahaven

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 

https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 

Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

public notices

www.highland.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997  
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS)  (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them, may 
be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public 
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and 
online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time period 
indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation about this proposal should 
note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who requests sight of 
representations in respect of this proposal. 

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

14/04382/FUL

 

Land 40M West of Eilean 
Feoir, Portuairk, Kilchoan 

Erect dwelling

14/04394/FUL

 

Cruachan Hotel, Achintore 
Road, Fort William 

Demolish existing extension 
and erection of 24 bedroom 
extension

14/04499/PIP

 

Land 200M North East 
of Strathview, Lower 
Scotstown, Strontian 

Re-application of 
application 14/01201/PIP 
for Proposed House Plot 
previously had Planning 
Permission ref: 07/00264/
OUTLO

14/04555/FUL

 

Fassfern Forest, Kinlocheil, 
Fort William 

Upgrade existing forest 
access.

14/04586/PIP

 

Site 35M North West of 
Dalbreagha, Onich 

Erection of house & garage 
(renewal of 11/03787/PIP)

Time period for comments is 26 days due to Christmas holidays
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX 
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk
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Advertise your unwanted items in The Oban Times, Campbeltown Courier or Argyllshire Advertiser and your ad will also appear online at www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk. Simply use the coupon on this page or visit the website and input your details there.

WEST COAST CLASSIFIEDS
www.westcoastclassifieds.co.uk BUY

LOCAL SELL
LOCAL TRADE

LOCAL SWAP
LOCAL £

FREE LISTINGS FOR ITEMS UNDER £100
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EVERY WEEK IN THE OBAN TIMES, WE HAVE A SELECTION OF LOCAL SERVICES
TO ADVERTISE HERE, PLEASE CONTACT 01631 568000 OR  ADVERTS@OBANTIMES.CO.UK

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

STOVES MOBILITY

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

Ronald or Lachie 01631 720074 or 07776402550
gordon961@btinternet.com
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ADVERTISE YOUR 
BUSINESS HERE

CALL 01631 568000

ADVERTISING

like us on facebook       www.facebook.com/obantimes

PRINTINGWHISKY TRADING

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
EST. 1880 

Breadalbane Street, Oban

24 hour Family run business 
Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.

Telephone: 01631 562562
Email: info@munns-oban.co.uk

www.munns-oban.co.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORSBLINDS CHIMNEY SERVICES

PERSONAL NOTICES

PERSONAL NOTICES

Merry xmas to my daughter 
Leah MacCorquodale. 
Maybe one day we can 
spend xmas together.
Lots of love Dad xxx

Merry Christmas

THANK YOU

A big thank you to everybody who 
conspired and colluded in making 
my surprise Birthday Party such a 

memorable occasion.

Andy Sutherland, Spean Bridge

Merry Christmas
To my only grandchild Leah 
MacCorquodale. Hope you 

have a wonderful xmas. Love 
and miss you as always.

Gran

65th Wedding 
Anniversary

PATERSON - BROWN
On December 19, 
1949 at The Manse, 
Carradale, by the Rev 
Argyll Baker, Archibald 
Paterson to Crystal 
Brown. Present address 
Crimond, Portrigh, 
Carradale.

Information required
Does any reader have any knowledge of 
the Public Liability insurance company 
which Algenate Industrial Scotland Ltd 

had from 1970 - 1980.
They had factories in Lewis, North Uist, 

South Uist, Oban and Girvan.
Please call 07527 345578

or email james@hebrides.net

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

GOBLIN RADIO TEAS-
MADE vintage 1970's 
model 870, including 
original instruction 
manual, Ballachulish,  
£20 Telephone 01855 
811879.

 BICYCLES
2 MOUNTAIN BIKES 
with Shimano gears 
and 1 BMX. All need a 
little TLC and WD40,  
£80 for all three Tele-
phone 01546 886252.
LARGE BOYS 
SCOOTER green/
black boys scooter with 
brakes.  Suit 8+ years, 
new condition.  Great 
Christmas present,  
£35 Telephone 01397 
702067.
TODDLER TRIKE with 
parent handle, suit boy 
or girl, new condition. 
Great Christmas pres-
ent,  £15 Telephone 
01397 702067.

 BRIC-A-BRAC
CROCKERY 6 white 
pasta dishes and 6 
white dinner plates. 
New,  £8 Telephone 
07825 079365 Oban.

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

WINTER TYRES Noki-
an WR A3 205/55 R16 
H 94XL on steel rims 
16"x 6J5 stud PCD 112 
ET50mm. Good tread. 
Fit 2011 Skoda Octavia 
VRS, set of four,  £150 
Telephone 01631 
564954.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

CAPE Massimo Dutti 
short medium size 
cape. Grey, 73% wool. 
Bought in Spain, worn 
twice. Oban,  £15 Tele-
phone 07825 079365.
MONSOON BEAUTI-
FUL SILK PARTY Skirt, 
size 20. New, chocolate 
brown knee length. 
Fantastic for Christmas 
and parties,  £12 Tele-
phone 01852 300478.
NEW GIRLS JACKET 
New Look Aviator style 
jacket, brown with fur 
lining, age 9-10,  £7 
Telephone 01397 
702067.

NEW GIRLS JACKET 
black Hooch leather 

9-10 years,  £7 Tele-
phone 01397 702067.
NEW GIRLS JACKET 
New Look black hood-
ed girls jacket with 
black/white check lining 
to hood, age 9-10years,  
£7 Telephone 01397 
702067.
RADLEY BEAUTIFUL 
LEATHER  Mini Grab 
Bag, dark beige, leaf 
design. Cover bag, 
leather logo. Used 2 
hours - wedding. was 
£80 now £ 20. Fan-
tastic bargain/present,  
£20 Telephone 01852 
300478.
SARAH SPENCER 
CARDIGAN marino 
wool, size 24. New 
and tagged. Elegant 
grey crossover knitted 
cardigan with buckle 
fastening. Ideal for 
every wardrobe,  £12 
Telephone 01852 
300478.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

WII BALANCE BOARD 
white, fully working, no 
box, comes with Wii Fit 
Plus game,  £15 Tele-
phone 07864 039305.
WII NINTENDO CON-
SOLE white, fully work-
ing, box, manuals, 2 
controllers, 1 nunchuk, 
charging dock, comes 
with Wii Play and Tiger 
Woods 2009,  £40 Tele-
phone 07864 039305.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BOSCH FRIDGE 
FREEZER full size 
fridge with 2 shelve 
freezer in vgc. Light 
needs replacing in 
fridge.  Height 49",  
£90 Telephone 01855 
831669.
COOKER HOOD 
brand new still in box, 
never been out of box,  
£25 Telephone 07923 
846492.
OVEN, HOB, COOK-
ERHOOD electric oven 
has brushed steel exte-
rior, electric black hob, 
cooker hood size 60cm.  
All in good working 
order,  £140 Telephone 
01855 831669.

 DOMESTIC PETS
GERMAN SHORT-
HAIRED POINTER 
PUP beautiful home 
reared puppies ready 
20th Dec, KC reg and 
pedigreed, 3 bitches 
1 dog. Both parents 
working can be seen,  
£700 Telephone 01387 
740575.
MALTESE TERRIER/
BICHON FRISE  Pup, 
Adorable, cuddly white 
balls of fun, ready 
for the forever home, 
both parents can be 
seen,  Boys £525 Girl 
£595 Telephone 07771 
930975.

 FURNITURE
'HABITAT' DOUBLE 
BED FRAME slate 
blue metal bed frame 
with beech slats, good 
condition,  £45.00 Tele-
phone 01546 600267 
or 07917 567268.
1940'S CHILD'S light 
oak solid wood desk 
with three drawers and 

liver,  £99.99 Telephone 
01546 600267.
BLUE IKEA 2 SEATER 
SOFA with reclining 
seats, one footstool 
and reclining chair.  
Wide arms and broad 
wooden front,  £1600 
Telephone 01855 
831961.
DINING SET oval ex-
tending cherrywood ta-
ble with six chairs, two 
of which are carvers,  
£99 Telephone 07413 
556462.
LARGE FOUR SEAT-
ER M & S sofa bed in 
good condition.  Fine 
mattress used infre-
quently, in a dark denim 
colour, 18 months old.  
Height 90cm, width 
218cm, depth 103cm. 
Cost £750 will accept,  
£100 Telephone 07717 
526999 Taynuilt.
SINGLE BED single 
divan bed in vgc with 
side storage drawer 
and pine headboard,  
£65 Telephone 01855 
831669.
SOFA 3 Seater sofa, 
beige boucle, good 
condition (ex Mathe-
sons),  £90 Telephone 
07873 261056.
TRIPLE BUNK BED 
with mattresses, black 

metal, double bed on 
bottom, single bed on 
top, good condition,  
£70ono Telephone 
07411 505040.
VICTORIAN DRESS-
ING TABLE 27" H 41"L 
20"W believe mahoga-
ny with tillable attached 
mirror. Curved corners, 
carved legs draws del-
icate intricate & pretty,  
£99.99 Telephone 
01631 750135.

 GARDEN
LAWNMOWER & 
STRIMMER Flymo 
lawnmower, Black & 
Decker strimmer & 
10m cassette reel. All 
As New, boxed with 
instructions. Bargain!,  
£50 Telephone 07596 
741279.

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

GYM GLX as per shop-
ping channels, brand 
new, never used, ex-
tras and manuals, cost 
£140,  £50 Telephone 
01546 886252.
VIBROGYM massage 
plate series 200, 
excellent condition,  
£99 Telephone 01546 
870601.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER 
& CARD White, Baby 
Blue & Baby Pink col-
ours in stock available 
in A3/A4/A5 sizes, from 
13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

22INCH FLAT SCREEN 
TV with remote, works 
well all the usual plug 
ins,  £15 Telephone 
07923 846492.
32" SONY TV 2 ½ years 
old, surplus to require-
ments,  £99 Telephone 
01586 552660.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, fea-
turing spectacular 
photography of some 
of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Places 
include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Ab-
erdeen, Isle of Skye, 

Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, 
Rum and Eigg, Shet-
land, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a 
popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalen-
dars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST 
HIGHLAND CALEN-
DAR, fabulous views 
of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy 
and conveniently sized 
calendar. Places in-
clude: Inveraray, Appin, 
Oban, Seil, Isle of Mull, 
Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort 
William.  Ideal for home 

Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

¾ ACOUSTIC GUITAR 
Messina ¾ Classical 
guitar. Great condition, 
with black case. Would 
suit child/beginner,  
£15 Telephone 07917 
653888.
¾ SIZE VIOLIN with 
bow and case. Good 
condition, nice sound,  
£45 Telephone 01546 
600267 or 07917 
567268.
GUITAR MULTI EF-
FECTS PEDAL by Vox 
Stomplab 2G compact 
guitar multi effects with 
expression/wah pedal. 
New, unwanted gift, 
boxed with instructions,  
£49 Telephone 01546 
606367.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

KIDS SKI BOOTS Kids 
red Salomon T3 ski 
boots. Mondo 22. Shoe 
size approx 2.5 to 3,  
£20 Telephone 01866 
822591.
KIDS SKIS 120cm 
Dynastar Legend kids 
carver skis. Ex-rental 

so bindings easily ad-
justed. Tops scratched 
but bases good,  £40 
Telephone 01866 
822591.
KIDS SKIS 130cm 
Dynastar Team kids 
carver skis, black and 
yellow with Salomon 
bindings. Good condi-
tion,  £45 Telephone 
01866 822591.

 PERFUMES
JO MALONE Pome-
granate Noir perfume, 
100ml, boxed, new, un-
wanted gift,  £55 Tele-
phone 07809 678443 
(Oban).
JO MALONE Amber 
and Patchouli perfume, 
100ml, new, boxed, un-
wanted gift,  £55 Tele-
phone 07809 678443 
(Oban).

 PET ACCESSORIES
CAT PLAYSTATION 
brand new item in box. 
2 tiered shelves scratch 
poles & a sleep area.  
Height approx 48".  
Would suit a small / 
med size cat,  £20 Tele-
phone 01855 831669.

 PHOTOGRAPHY
D50 CAMERA BODY 
plus YXTM battery 

pack and magic lantern 
guide.  Boxed and in 
excellent condition,  
£60 Telephone 01397 
702067.
NIKKOR ZOOM LENS 
-70-300MM F4-F5/6G. 
Silver lens, boxed and 
in excellent condition,  
£50 Telephone 01397 
702067.
NIKON BATTERY 
PACK multi-power 
battery pack MB-D200, 
boxed and in excellent 
condition,  £50 Tele-
phone 01397 702067.
NIKON TELECON-
VERTER -TC-201 2X 
436530, unboxed, 
excellent condition,  
£50 Telephone 01397 
702067.
ZEISS IKON CONTI-
NA 35MM  camera in 
brown leather case, 
in excellent condition.  
Collectors camera,  
£40 Telephone 01397 
702067.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

MOVED HOME? Sticky 
address labels to attach 
on all your correspond-
ence. 500 labels from 
£20. Call Krisp Print. 
Telephone 01586 
554975.

WRITING PAPER and 
matching envelopes, 
printed with your ad-
dress. Sets from £33. 
From Krisp Print. Tele-
phone 01586 554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
SYLVANIAN FAMILES 
ROYAL HOTEL grand 
hotel with 9 rooms. Re-
ception desk, seat and 
luggage rack included. 
In good condition,  
£50 Telephone 07771 
325869.
WOODEN PLAY 
KITCHEN in very good 
condition, blue/natural. 
It has an oven, hob, 
microwave as well a 
clock, sink, shelves and 
hooks. North Connel,  
£25 Telephone 07990 
616442.

 WANTED
ALL TYPES OF 
SCRAP METAL we up-
lift scrap cars, copper, 
brass, lead etc. Smaller 
quantities considered. 
Telephone 07435 
589701 .
WANTED MOTOR-
CYCLE anything 
considered, any age or 
condition,  road bike or 
off road for winter pro-
ject, cash waiting. Tele-
phone 07836 500403.

DOMAIN NAME 
FOR SALE 

thetartanhotel.co.uk 
and thetartanhotel.uk  
Offers in the region of 
£30,000. Telephone 

07733 080339. 
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fi nd us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and the 
Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher publishes newspapers, magazines, books and provides 
advertising space therein or provides for the delivery of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ order 
by the Publisher whether placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising must be received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of any 
dispute or action by the Publisher to recover payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff Court or such other Court as the Publisher may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any loss or damage occasioned by any total or partial 
failure (however caused) of publication or distribution of any newspaper or edition in which any 
advertisement is scheduled to appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing 
of an advertisement or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will either re-insert the advertisement 
or relevant part of the advertisement, as the case may be, or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment will be made where the error, misprint or omission 
does not materially detract from the advertisement.

circumstances shall the total liability of the Publisher for any error, misprint or omission exceed the 
amount of a full refund of any price paid to the Publisher for the particular advertisement in connection 
with which liability arose or the cost of a further or corrective advertisement of a type and standard 
reasonably comparable to that in connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all costs, damages 
or other charges falling upon the publication as the result of legal actions or threatened legal actions 
arising from the publication of the advertisement in any one or more of a series of advertisements 
published in accordance with copy instructions supplied to the publication in pursuance of the 
Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  All advertising 
on a credit basis must be agreed with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or as 
otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the event of non-payment the Publisher may charge late payment 
interest at a rate of 2% and this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due date until the bill is paid.  In 
addition the Publisher may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an administration fee.  In the event of 
late payment the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any discounts given and to raise an additional 
invoice for the discount which will be treated as though it has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 

wyvexmedia.co.uk

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

MEMORIALS GRADUATIONS

Shannon Edwards, daughter of Richard and Sophie 
Edwards, Grange Road, Fort William has graduated from 
Caledonian University in Glasgow and Lucerne University, 

Switzerland with a BA in Business. Shannon is a former 
pupil of Inverlochy Primary and Lochaber High School.

Nicola McFadyen recently graduated from the University 
of the Highlands and Islands Argyll College with HND in 

Administration & IT. Nicola is the daughter of Hector and 
Anne, granddaughter of John and Katie Campbell and the 
late Angus and Ella McFadyen, Nicola is a former pupil of 

St Columba’s Primary and Oban High School. 

ENGAGEMENTS
McCORKINDALE - 
GLENANN - The families 
of Shona McCorkindale  
and Philip Peterson 
Glenann, Scammadale, are 
delighted to announce their 
engagement on December 
5, 2014.

RUBY WEDDING
McQUEEN - 
MACKINNON - George 
to Moira on December 20, 
1974 at Oban Old Parish 
Church by late Rev John 
MacLeod.
Present Address: Shian, 
Tobermory.

DEATHS
DUNLOP - Peacefully 
on December 14, 2014, 
Carleton Henry, beloved 
husband of Nancy, dear 
father of Bill and Margaret, 
dearly loved grandfather 
and great-grandfather. 
Funeral in Oban Old 
Parish Church on Friday, 
December 19 at 12.30pm.
MACDONALD - Suddenly, 
but peacefully, at home on 
December 13, 2014, Ella 
Furneaux Cooper, aged 79 
years, of Belmont Road, 
Ayr. Much loved wife of 
Rev. Ian U. Macdonald, 
loving mother of Neil and 
David, mother-in-law of 
Anne and Susan, Gaga 
of Catriona and Caitlin 
and gran of Cameron and 
Angus. Funeral service at 
Castlehill Parish Church 
on Friday December, 19 
at 2.45pm. thereafter to 
Masonhill Crematorium, 
by Ayr, at 3.30pm. 
McCULLOCH - Peacefully 
at Lorn & Islands Hospital, 
Oban on December 13, 
2014, in his 102nd year, 
Robert McCulloch, 
beloved husband of the 
late Margaret Stevenson, 
dear father to Anne, Jack 
and Robert, a much loved 
father-in-law, grandfather 
and great-grandfather.  
Funeral will take place 
from Oban Parish Church, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban 
on Monday December, 22 
at 1.00 pm thereafter to 
Pennyfuir Cemetery.
McKECHNIE - Suddenly 
at the Southern General 
Hospital, Glasgow on 
Tuesday December 9, 
2014, Wendy, Isle of Coll, 
beloved wife of John, 
mother and grandmother. 
Funeral service took place 
on Wednesday, December, 
17 at Perth Crematorium.

SMITH - John Duncan. 
Peacefully in Ayr Hospital 
on Sunday December 14, 
2014.  Much loved husband 
of Fiona MacCaig loving 
father of Graeme, Kirstyn 
and Cameron.  Son of the 
late John and Henrietta 
Smith dear brother 
of Robert and David.  
Service in Girvan South 
Parish Church on Friday 
December 19 at 12 noon.  
Family flowers only, retiral 
collection in aid of British 
Diabetes Association.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
GRACIE - Margaret, 
Moreen, Sandra and 
families would like to 
sincerely thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kind support extended 
to them. Thanks to Rev. 
Dugald Cameron for his 
comforting service and 
to Dr Chukwuma and Dr 
Adams for their attention 
over the past year and to all 
staff at the Lorn Medical 
Centre, Betty Graham, 
ambulance drivers, and 
all at A and E and to all 
at Ward B of Lorn and 
Islands District Hospital 
for their excellent care. A 
big thank you to Albert and 
Ted for their daily visits to 
Alan at the house and to 
Ted for the very eloquent 
eulogy of Alan, it was very 
much appreciated. To Ian 
of Munn's, thanks for the 
efficient and sympathetic 
handling of the funeral 
and to the Lochnell Arms 
for an excellent buffet. 
Finally thanks to all who 
travelled from far and near 
to be with us at the church 
and graveside. The sum 
of £729.18 was donated 
for Oban MS Centre and 
ABCD.
'Amulree', Laurel Road, 
Oban.
MACGILVRAY - 
Catherine, John and 
Catriona, family of the 
late Angus MacGilvray 
(Angie) of Cullipool, Luing 
and Lynn Court, Oban 
would like to send sincere 
thanks to all relatives, 
neighbours and friends 
for their kind expressions 
of sympathy, cards, phone 
calls and floral tributes 
after the sudden death of 
Angie. Thanks to Hughie 
and Julie MacQueen, Dr 
Hannah, the paramedic 
team and staff at Lorn and 
Islands Hospital. Thank 
you to all carers and home 
helps who looked after 
Angie throughout his life. 
Many thanks to Donald 
MacKinnon for a lovely 

graveside service and to 
Hoey's the undertakers for 
their support and guidance. 
Thank you to all those who 
attended the service.
MACLEOD - Margaret, 
Sandy and Mhairi would 
like to thank the staff of 
Wards A and B of the Lorn 
and Islands Hospital for the 
care and compassion given 
to Campbell and his family 
during his stay in hospital. 
Many thanks also to Dr. M. 
Boyle, Dr. R. Wilson, Dr. F. 
MacLennan and all the staff 
at Lorn Medical Centre. 
Special thanks to district 
nurses, Gaynor, Lucy and 
colleagues, ambulance 
staff, Marie Curie staff and 
E.C.C team who cared for 
Campbell in a professional 
and dignified manner. 
Also the brethren of Oban 
Commercial Lodge 180 and 
the Rev. D. Cameron, Ian 
MacInnes of D & A Munn 
for his professionalism and 
The Royal Hotel.
Thank you to all our friends, 
family and neighbours for 
the kindness they have 
given us during this time. 
£1085.14 was generously 
collected for Marie Curie 
Cancer Care.
14 Glencruitten Drive.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - In memory 
of our mum and dad. 
Miss you more each day 
that passes.
- Love Maree and Gary xx
CARMICHAEL - Very 
special memories of Kate 
who died December 
20, 2013. Always in our 
thoughts. Forever in our 
hearts.
- All the family x
CLARK – Kirsty. This 
Christmas we quietly 
remember a wonderful 
mum & granny who passed 
away on December 22, 
2012.   Also Graham, a 
beloved dad & grandpa 
who passed away on August 
7, 2006. 
So greatly missed by us all.  
Such happy memories.
- Alison, Rhuaridh, Katie 
and Coll.
CLARK - In loving memory 
of Alexander (Tom) Clark, 
who passed away on 
December 26, 2012.  
- Sadly missed by Marion 
(Morag) and family.
DUFF - Remembering 
Stuart who died aged 26 yrs 
on December 18, 2000. 
- Love and miss you always 
Mum and Dad xx
JAMIESON - In memory of 
my dear friend Helen, who 
passed away on December 

28, 1999. 
Always remembered. 
- Inserted by Marleen.
MACINTYRE - 
(McCombie). In loving 
memory of a dear son, 
brother, brother-in-law 
and uncle Joe, who died 
December 11, 2004. 
Always in our thoughts. 
- Bert and family, Oban 
and Aberdeen.
MACLEAN - Rose. In 
loving memory of our dear 
mother and granny, passed 
away December 15, 2011.
We hold you close within 
our hearts and there you 
shall remain, to walk with 
us throughout our lives, 
until we meet again.
- Love John, Sandra, 
Maggie, Janet and Kirsten.
MAITLAND - In loving 
memory of our dear 
brother and brother-in-law, 
James, who died December 
23, 2012. 
In the hearts of those who 
loved you, you will always 
be there.
 Sadly missed.
- Catherine and Alasdair.
NICOLSON  - In loving 
memory of our dear mother 
and grandmother Christina 
Stewart, died December 
19, 1985. Also our dear 
sisters and aunts Jemima 
(Mima MacAulay), died 
December 30, 1989 also 
Mary (McTaggart), died 
August 23, 2011.
Precious are the memories 
silently kept
Of those we loved and shall 
never forget.
- Sadly missed by all the 
family.
SIMMONDS - In loving 
memory of William 
Simmonds who passed 
away December 20, 2013, 
a dearly loved husband, 
loving dad, grandad and 
great grandad. R.I.P.
It does not need a special 
day to bring you to our 
minds
The days we do not think 
of you
Are very hard to find.
- Your loving wife Sheila, 
sons William and Kevin, 
daughters Valerie, 
Veronica, Angela and 
Eileen, Caol, Torlundy and 
Inverness.

Christmas Services in Oban & LornO’ come
all ye faithful

Christmas Eve - Church will be open between 
11-2pm
Christmas Eve - Watch night service by candle 
light 11.30pm, 
Christmas morning - Short thanks giving 
service at 11am. 
Wishing everyone a happy and peaceful 
Christmas and hope to see you. 
Rev Ken Hunter

Oban Congregational Church

VISITATION AT TAYNUILT
Canon Fraser wishes you all a peaceful 

and Happy Christmas & New Year

Wednesday 24th December
Carols at 11.30pm

followed by midnight mass

Thursday 25th December
10.30 a.m. Christmas Mass

ALL WELCOME

Christmas Services in Fort William & Lochaber

St Mary’s 
Fort William
Mass of Christmas 

Night
Christmas Eve 10pm

(carol service 9.45pm)
(No Midnight Mass)

Christmas 
Morning 

Mass 10.30am

Albany Street PA34 4LG
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Sunday 21 December 6.30pm
Carols and candlelight
Christmas Eve 11.30pm

Carols, Candles and Communion
Christmas Day 10.30am- 11.15am

Family Service
www.obanbaptist.org.uk

KILMORE & OBAN CHURCH 
OF SCOTLAND
Christmas Services
Monday 22 December

Nativity
10.30am Parish Church

Wednesday 24 December
Christmas Eve

7.00pm Parish Church
9.00pm Kilmore

Watchnight
11.30pm Parish Church

Thursday 25 December 
Christmas Day

10.30am Parish Church
For more information please contact the 

E Mail:obancofs@btinternet.com
Website:www.obanchurch.com

St. Columba’s 
Cathedral Oban     

Monsignor James L MacNeil
Wishes you all a peaceful, holy and 

Happy Christmas Season

WEDNESDAY 24th DECEMBER
6:30 p.m. Christmas Vigil Mass

11.30 p.m. Carol Service 
followed by Concelebrated Midnight Mass

THURSDAY 25th DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS DAY

10:30 a.m. Christmas Day Mass

WEDNESDAY 24th DECEMBER  
Vigil Mass (Tobermory) 2pm

All WelcomeST ANDREWS
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

High Street, Fort William

Wednesday 24th December
11.45pm Midnight Mass

And Blessing Of Crib
Thursday 25th December
10.45am Family Eucharist

All Are Welcome 

The Salvation Army
Community Church, 

18-20 Stevenson Street, 
Oban PA34 5NA  

Tel: 01631 563652 or 
07501 655 954

We would like to wish our 
community a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Please join us for a short 
service of celebration on 
Christmas Day at 11am
Drop in to the Shed or the 
Hall between 12 and 3pm on 
Mondays and Fridays over the 
holiday period....
The kettle will be on!

Registered charity no: 214779
Scotland SCO09259

A full guide to your local church 
services this festive season

I love reading John’s gospel. When I read it I 
always think of John seeing Jesus on the mount 

sun and his clothes were as white as the light. 

‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He 
(Jesus that is) was with God in the beginning.’ 

and made his dwelling among us. We have 
seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 
who came from the Father full of grace and 
truth.’  I love hearing the Christmas story of 
the wise men and shepherds and angels - what 
they must have seen in Bethlehem, the glory 
of the Christ child shining out of the manger. 
Children are so lucky they see the wonder with 
eyes that sometimes dim when we get older. 

The love of God comes through at Christmas. 
God’s son sent for you and me. Jesus came to 
live with us to share our pain and suffering, our 
hungers and temptations, to love us and weep 
for us. May that great love of God and Jesus 
shine in your heart and in your families’ hearts 
as we look again with childlike eyes at the 
manger this Christmas. God’s richest blessing. 

Bill Harvey

The Good Shepherd, 
Kinlochleven

Christmas Eve  - 7pm Vigil

St Mun's, Ballachulish 
Christmas Eve - 11.45pm Carols & 

Midnight Mass

St Mun's
Christmas Day - 11am Family Service

Fr Barrett wishes you a Happy & Peaceful Christmas

The Scottish Episcopal Church
(Part of the world wide Anglican Communion)

The Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine 
George Street, Oban

Nine Lessons and Carols
Thursday 18th December, 7.30pm

Silent Night, Holy Night
Monday 22nd December, 7.30pm 

Christmas Eve
3.00pm, Fancy Dress Crib Service

11.15pm, Midnight Mass by candlelight 
Christmas Day 

 
 

St. James’ Church
Ardbrecknish
Christmas Day

 For more information please call the Provost on 

Thought for the week  - GOD’S GIFT FOR YOU 

Alice Inglis graduated from the University of Oxford with 
a BA in Psychology and Philosophy.

Alice is the daughter of James and Sally Inglis, Kilninver.
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LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1400
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

J Muir
Westbank Road
Ardrishaig

M McInnes
Kirk Road
Dunbeg

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Monday 29th December.

Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

To allow for postage over the festive period spot the ball will run for the next 2 weeks. WEEK 
1 of 2

Winners will be announced in the issue dated 1st Janaury 2015

OT

Rugby

Indoor football

Athletics

Sports centre

LOCHABER Rugby Club’s new 
pitch at Banavie will see its first 
game held on Boxing Day at the 
end of a 14-month upgrade.  

The club will officially take up 
residence on their home ground 
again following the senior team’s 
lengthy spell playing at the Black 
Parks in Inverlochy.

Junior players Alistair MacRae 
and Ben Fulford will pipe the 
teams out before kick-off the 
annual  president’s match, with 
special festive celebrations in 
the clubhouse planned after the 
game.

The club’s Banavie pitch has 
been out of use since September 
2013, when it was closed for ex-
tensive resurfacing work. 

During this period, the senior 

FORT William manager Calum 
MacLean says his side will 
return to action fresh and full of 
confidence, after an unplanned 
two-week break due to postpone-
ments.

Last Saturday’s match away 
to Turriff United was called 
off becasue of a frozen pitch, 
following the cancellation of the 
previous week’s game at home 

THE GOON Squad remain five 
points clear of Lochaber Leisure 
at the top of the Ali Young 
indoor football league, after a 
9-5 win against Barcelochy.

On the final day of fixtures 
before the teams head off on 
their two-week Christmas break, 
Lochaber Leisure kept up the 
pressure with a 10-4 defeat of 
Inverlochy United on Sunday, 
while the Volley remain close 
behind in third place, after 
winning 8-2 against Ali Young’s 
team.

Fiorentina Turner had a hard-
fought 3-2 win over HWE, whilst 
in another very close game, 
Portowcy beat Harlem Globe 
Stoaters by the same scoreline.  

Other matches saw Nevis 
Range win 5-2 against Outer 
Milan and MHB win 5-2 against 
Barowcy.

THE LEWIS sports centre 
celebrated its 10th anniversary 
on Saturday, with Western Isles 
councillor Alasdair MacLeod 
describing it as ‘a tremendous 
success story’ of the past decade.

The centre in Stornoway has 
hosted a number of major events 
since it opened in December 
2004, including the Olympic 
Torch Relay, and was designated 
as the regional sports facility 
for the Outer Hebrides by 
sportscotland.

Several successful athletes 
from across the country have 
learned their trade there 
including Kara Hanlon - current-
ly number 10 in the UK over 100 
metre breaststroke - plus runners 
Connor MacLean and Michael 
MacMillan.

Among the centre’s modern 
facilities are an astroturf football 
pitch, swimming pool, running 
track and games hall.

IT WAS another victorious 
weekend for Finlay Wild, 
who came first in Lochaber 
Athletic Club’s Appin hill race 
on Sunday.

With the runners keen to get 
back into action after a fortnight 
off, Wild was over the line in 
28 minutes and 6 seconds, with 
Tom Smith coming second in 30 
minutes and 13 seconds.

Steve MacDonald was third 
in 32 minutes and 12 seconds, 
while the first lady home was 
Edie Hemstock, finishing in 36 
minutes and 13 seconds.

Top 20 finishers (Lochaber 
Athletic Club unless otherwise 
stated): 1 Finlay Wild 28:06; 
2 Tom Smith 30:13; 3 Steve 
MacDonald 32:12; 4 Tim Brand 
35:19; 5 Aidan Donnelly 35:29; 
6 Michael Bell 35:56; 7 Gavin 
MacMillan 36:01; 8 Ali Kennedy 
36:07; 9 Edie Hemstock 36:13; 
10 Hughie Macintosh 36:16; 
11 Finlay Walton, Westerlands 
Cross Country, 36:18; 12 Neil 
Waslidge, unattached, 36:21; 
13 Nick Charlton, RCS Cycles, 
36:37; 14 Sarah MacKenzie 
36:47; 15 Lewis Fyffe 36:53; 16 
Andy Craig 37:22; 17 Barrie 
MacKinnon 38:24; 18 Ronnie 
Turner 38:35; 19 Jonathan Weir 
40:42; 20 Michael Connolly 
40:53.

New rugby 
pitch to be 
opened at 
Banavie on
Boxing Day

PITCHING IN: Lochaber Rugby Club’s all-new pitch will be opened 
on Boxing Day after being closed for 14 months.  It is seen before 

(above) and after (right) the resurfacing work.

and women’s teams trained for 
much of the year at the Black 
Parks, while the youths used the 
King George V Park in Fort Wil-
liam, but during the dark winter 
nights all teams had to share 
Lochaber high school’s astroturf 
pitches. 

Alistair MacKinnon, president 
of Lochaber Rugby Club, said: 
‘The club is looking forward 
to being back at Banavie on a 
regular basis and would like 
to thank the players, coaches and 
supporters for putting up with all 
the disruption. 

‘The impact of being away from 
Banavie hit the club hard on and 

off the pitch, causing disruption 
to training for the senior players 
as well as making it challenging 
to try and accommodate youth 
games.  

‘Training on the high school 
astroturf meant that they were 
unable to do any contact training 

‘The impact of being 
away from Banavie 
hit the club hard on 
and off  the pitch’

which wasn’t helpful to the team 
for proper pre-match prepara-
tion, which definitely had an 
impact on the scores last season 
as well as player moral.  

‘The players’ patience has paid 
off in the long run, as the pitch 
is now properly established and 

strong enough to take a scrum.’
The president’s match on De-

cember 26 will kick-off at 2pm, 
with both teams led out by the 
club’s primary 6-7 player of the 
year Fergus Beradelli, who will 
carry the match ball and present 
it to both captains.

After-match celebrations in the 
clubhouse will see live music, 
a champagne toast, Christmas 
jumper competition and raffle, 
with a ball signed by the current 
Scotland squad as a prize.

Free soup and a roll will be 
provided for all attendees .

Fort William manager 
hoping for four in a row

to Deveronvale, delaying his 
side’s chances to continue their 
fairytale winning run.

Fort inflicted consecutive 
defeats on Buckie Thistle, Keith 
and Huntly last month to make 
it three wins in a row for only 
the second time in their history 
and they now have the chance 
to make it a record-breaking 
four when Inverurie Locos visit 
Claggan Park this Saturday.

MacLean is certain that his side 
can carry on where they left off.

He said: ‘I think the squad has 
started to click. Everybody’s 
confident and on a high at the 
moment.

‘We have to keep ahead of Keith 
in the league and keep picking up 
points.

‘Inverurie are a good side and 

anyone will come to Claggan and 
find it hard to play against us.

‘We are quietly confident; we’ve 
got to be.’

Midfielders Sean Ellis and 
Stuart Vance will be available 
to start their first matches, both 
in their second spells with the 
club, since re-signing short-term 
contracts which will keep them at 
Claggan until mid-January.

MacLean added: ‘The boys 
haven’t had a game yet and I’m 
hoping the weather doesn’t scup-
per their deals but they are raring 
to go.

‘There is still a buzz about the 
place and we are still on for four 
in a row.’Calum MacLean

THERE were mixed fortunes for three local 
youngsters competing at Durie’s boxing club, 
Glasgow, on Sunday.

Lochaber Phoenix boxing club’s Dan Nixon 
continued his fine form with a defeat of the more 
experienced Connor MacLeod from Granite 
City boxing club.

Despite the latter’s superior height and reach, 
Nixon dominated and landed a number of crucial 
close-range left and right hooks to win the fight, 
in what was a very physical and draining contest 
throughout. Robert MacDonald’s great recent 
run was brought to an end with a loss by points 
decision to Robert Hewitt from Durie’s. 

Both were on the offensive throughout but de-
spite MacDonald’s clever footwork, he lost over 
three rounds to a strong opponent.

Lochaber’s Kein Johnstone took on Durie’s 
Keiron Yardley in an exhibition match the same 
night, with the former using it as a chance to put 
training techniques into practise. After a spirited 

Football Boxing

Mixed fortunes for three 
local boxing youngsters

match, the two opponents got a tremendous 
reception from the Glasgow crowd.

The previous weekend in Perth saw the 
Lochaber Phoenix fighters go unbeaten, with 
Mark Gillespie, Cameron Whyte and Robert 
MacDonald all victorious. December 5 saw 
middleweight Gillespie deliver a very strong 
performance against Joseph Kuper from the Fair 
City amateur boxing club, in which he won every 
round.

The following night, 12-year-old Whyte defeat-
ed Granite City boxing club’s Phoenix MacNeil, 
while MacDonald was the winner in a bout 
against Connor MacLeod from the same city. 
Following last week’s events, the Scottish Inter-
mediate championships will take place during 
the last weekend of January and will involve a 
number of competitors from Lochaber boxing 
club.

Finlay wins Appin 
hill race

Goon Squad are 
team to beat

Sports centre 
celebrates 10th 
anniversary
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Green Machine 
march into West 

Oban Lorne      20
Carrick 9
Regional Shield - semi final

OBAN Lorne claimed the scalp 
of a team from the league above 
them for the third time this sea-
son as they marched into the final 
of the West Regional Shield.

The victory means the Green 
Machine is just two matches away 
from returning to Murrayfield, 
the venue of their most famous 
victory, the National Bowl, just 
two seasons ago. 

Oban will face either Glasgow 
Accies or GHK in the final in 
Glasgow on Saturday, February 
7.

West Division 2 team Lorne 
went into this encounter, know-
ing they had already beaten 
Allan Glens and Garnock from 
West Division 1, so to call them 
underdogs for this home fixture 
would have been a disservice.

The home side also boasted 
their strongest squad of the 
season on Saturday, prop Tommy 
Sutherland returned from injury 
after 12 weeks out, ex-Cambridge 
University player Andrew Abra-
ham also returned at stand-off 

FLEET-FOOTED: Oban Lorne centre Craig Wright shows his marker a clean pair of heels   Photo: Stephen Lawson. 

while a number of Oban squad 
players had to be left out due to 
the SRU’s ruling of four substitu-
tions for the game.

Both sides looked to test each 
other in the opening minutes 
of the game with Oban’s pack 
looking confident and Carrick’s 
backline looking very dangerous 
on the counter attack.

Oban were dealt a blow after 
five minutes when scrum half 
Graham MacEachan was sin 
binned by referee Willie Malone 
for a dump tackle. Andrew Abra-
ham filled in for MacEachan 
while Dave McCabe played at 
stand off as Oban played the next 
10 minutes with 14 men.

Well taken penalty
Abraham took Oban into the 

lead after eight minutes with a 
well taken penalty to the delight 
of the large home support. 

But Carrick were dominating 
both territory and possession 
with Oban defending superbly 
in their own half. Eventually the 
away side drew level with a pen-
alty from Sean Christie, which 
acted as a moral victory for the 
impressive Oban defence.

Oban took the lead again 

after 35 minutes with another 
Abrahams penalty. At this stage 
neither team had looked like 
crossing the tryline and were be-
ing drawn into a forwards’ battle.

Out of nowhere Oban Lorne 
scored the first try of the game.

Oban winger Plato Moisiadis 
pounced on a dreadful individual 
error by the Carrick fullback and 
hacked the ball towards the line.

The Oban player outpaced two 
Carrick defenders to gather the 
ball and dive over the tryline to 
increase Oban’s lead to 13-3 with 
a successful conversion.

Into the second half Oban 
Lorne’s poor discipline was 
starting to cost them as they gave 
away four successive penalties 
meaning Carrick found them-
selves back into the game with 
two penalties from Christie. 

With the score at 13-9 Oban 
freshened up the team with wing-
er Callum MacLachlan coming 
onto the field. With the Oban 
front row dominating, Oban 
began pressurising the Carrick 
tryline. 

A Carrick scrum from five me-
tres out was turned over, allowing 
Oban flanker Struan Smith to 
touch the ball down over the line 
for the second try of the day. 

Craig Wright stepped up to slot 
over a very impressive conversion 

from close to the touchline to 
give a 20-9 scoreline going into 
the closing stages of the game.

The result is only the second 
defeat Carrick had suffered all 
season. 

Player Allan Wright said: ‘If 

the team can put on similar per-
formances in the remainder of 
this season’s games it is going to 
be a successful time for the club.’

Concentrate
The team must now concen-

trate on league duty as they 

travel to play Stewarty in Castle 
Douglas this Saturday. Oban beat 
Saturday’s hosts 39 - 23 earlier 
this season and know a win is 
required to keep up the pressure 
on Cambuslang at the top of the 
table.

Oban Lorne deliver only 
second defeat Carrick 
side suff ered all season

OBAN Pool League was not 
immune to the wet weather last 
week resulting in the postpone-
ment of the Lancaster B’s match 
with league leaders Lochavullin’s 
Cellar.

This gave the Lancaster A the 
opportunity to close the gap at 
the summit to just two points if 
they could secure the victory over 
Lochavullin.

Despite an early blip the title 
contenders ran out comfortable 
and deserved winners in a match 
that was played in great spirit 

OBAN’S Susie Wolff helped 
Great Britain reach the final of 
the Race of Champions (ROC), 
as she became the first woman to 
compete in the event.

The all-Scottish team of Wolff 
and retired Formula 1 driver 
David Coulthard lost to Team 
Nordic’s Le Mans legend Tom 
Kristensen and world rallycross 
champion Petter Solberg in the 
final of the event last Saturday 
at Bushy Park race circuit in 

PRIDE OF BRITAIN: Susie Wolff  represented Team GB in the Race of Champions, the fi rst woman to do so.

Barbados. On a hot afternoon 
in the Caribbean, legends from 
many of the world’s biggest motor 
sport series teamed up in pairs to 
battle for national pride. 

They raced a mix of cars – in-
cluding the Ariel Atom Cup, Audi 
R8 LMS, Stadium Super Truck, 
VW Polo RX, KTM X-Bow, 
ROC Car and Euro NASCAR – 
on a purpose-built parallel track 
at Bushy Park Barbados. 

Before the racing the drivers 

unfurled a banner in conjunction 
with the institute for advanced 
research into brain and spinal 
cord injuries ICM in honour of 
ROC’s absent friend Michael 
Schumacher as he continues 
his recovery from his skiing 
accident. Schumacher and fellow 
countryman Sebastian Vettel 
had previously won a record six 
consecutive ROC Nations Cup 
titles. 

The Scots had seen off host 

nation Barbados in the semi-final 
after dominating in the group 
stages.

They topped Group B with five 
wins out of six – three for Coul-
thard and two for Wolff. 

The following day Coulthard 
won the individual event, de-
feating Mercedes driver Pascal 
Wehrlein in the final.

Oban Pool League
                                 P       W       D      L      FF       FA       FD      PTS
1 Lochavullins Cellar    5      5      0     0     43      7       36      10
2 Lancaster A              4      4      0     0     31      9       22       8
3 Markie Dans A         4      3      0     1     24     16       8        6
4 Lancaster B              3      2      1     0     20     10      10       5
5 Lochnell                   5      2      1     2     28     22       6        5
6 Gluepot                    5      2      0     3     22     28      -6       4
7 Markie Dans B         4      1      0     3     15     25     -10       2
8 Lochavullin               5      0      0     5     10     40     -30       0
9 Outreach                 5      0      0     5      7      43     -36       0

Oban Pool League doubles championship
                                  P        W         L        FF         FA        FD       PTS
1 Lochavullins Cellar    5       4       1      11        4         7         8
2 Lancaster A               4       4       0       9         3         6         8
3 Lancaster B               3       3       0       7         2         5         6
4 Lochnell                   5       3       2       9         6         3         6
5 Gluepot                    5       2       3       6         9        -3         4
6 Markie Dans A          4       1       3       5         7        -2         2
7 Markie Dans B            4       1       3       5         7        -2         2
8 Outreach                   5       1       4       5        10       -5         2
9 Lochavullin                5       0       5       3        12       -9         0

and even sported a husband and 
wife match. The Lancaster A will 
be especially pleased with their 
near flawless performance in the 
doubles which maintained their 
unblemished start in the doubles 
championship. The Lochavullin 
will be looking to pick up their 
first points of the season tonight 
(Thursday) in a re-scheduled 
fixture from week three at the 
Gluepot.

Also benefiting from the 
Lancaster B absence was Markie 
Dan’s A who picked up their 

third consecutive league win 
after their opening night defeat.

The win sees Markie Dan’s 
jump into third position for the 
first time this season and in the 
process gain a bit of redemption 
over the Gluepot following on 
from their penalty cup exit.

This was an improved display 
from the Corran Esplanade side 
in both the singles and doubles 
sections which was required 
against another dogged Gluepot 
performance.

The concluding tie of the week 
saw Outreach host Lochnell.

Unfortunately for Outreach 
the North Connel boys were not 
sympathetic towards their league 
position and simply steamroll-
ered their opponents.

The Oban Pool League com-
mittee praised all teams so far 
for their sportsmanship and to 
confirm all mandatory entrance 
fees will be due after the festive 
holidays.

Results, December 11: 
Lochavullin 1-9 Lancaster A; 
Gluepot 3-7 Markie Dans A; 
Lancaster B P-P Lochavullins 
Cellar; Outreach 1-9 Lochnell.

Fixtures today (Thursday): 
Gluepot v Lochavullin; Lochnell 
v Markie Dans B; Outreach v 
Lancaster B; Markie Dans A v 
Lochavullins Cellar postponed.

PRIZEWINNERS: Members of Lochaber and District Motorcycle Club collected awards at the recent 
Scottish Auto Cycle Union prize ceremony. Pictured are Gary MacDonald (Premier Champion), Gary 

MacLennan (Twinshock Champion), Ben Dignan (C Class Youth Champion), Andrew Dignan, who was 
awarded a Lifetime Achievement Award, and Philip MacRae, third in the Sportsman Category. Missing 

from the photo is Lex Edgar, who was third in the E Class Youth.



Sport

Football

Youth football

Oban Saints youth 
results and fi xtures

Scottish Amateur 
League results
and fi xtures

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.58 3.3 08.31 1.7 15.09 3.5 21.32 1.6
Fri 03.42 3.5 09.26 1.5 15.53 3.6 22.12 1.4
Sat 04.22 3.7 10.17 1.3 16.34 3.8 22.51 1.2
Sun 05.01 3.9 11.03 1.1 17.13 3.9 23.30 0.9
Mon 05.39 4.0 11.49 0.9 17.51 4.0  **.**  *.*
Tues 00.10 0.8 06.17 4.1 12.36 0.8 18.29 4.0
Wed 00.53 0.7 06.57 4.1 13.21 0.7 19.10 3.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC.

Friday Cloudy with light rain
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 7ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain on Sunday
 Winds strong north westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 8ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, December 18, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on 
the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

28
7

6

Page 26
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Over 35s football

LAST Saturday’s results: West 
of Scotland Cup 4th round 
- Harestanes v Oban Saints 
postponed;  Premier Division - 
Campbeltown Pupils 3, Busby 0; 
Premier Division Two - Centre v 
Lochgilphead Red Star post-
poned; Division 1B - Milton of 
Colquoun v Tarbert postponed.
 The SAFL will now take a 
festive break with games starting 
again on Saturday January 10.

LAST weekend’s results: 
Dumbarton Riverside 0, 
Under 13s 9. Scoring for Saints 
were Aaron Mckay (3), Aidan 
McPee (2),  Whitecraigs v 
Under 14s postponed; Under 
15s 4, Ardencaple 0; Under 16s v 
Drumchapel United postponed; 
Milngavie v Under 19s post-
poned.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Under 13s v Broomhill SC; 
Renton Craigandro v Under 14s; 
Broomhill v Under 15s; Under 
16s no game; Under 19s no 
game.     

Martial arts

Tight at the top

Seconds out but Saints’ West Cup
tie called off  at
the last minute
Football

THE West of Scotland Cup 
fourth round tie between 
Harestanes and Oban Saints due 
to be played in Kirkintilloch last 
Satuday was called off minutes 
before the Oban side were due to 
leave for the fixture.
 In fact the Saints squad were in 
the club minibus ready to leave 
when the phone call came to 
say the pitch was frozen and the 
game was off.
 Saints secretary David Bu-
chanan said: ‘It was frustrating 
having the game called off at 
such short notice but I can sym-
pathise with Harestanes having 
to make the early decision. 
We’ve had to do it ourselves on 
numerous occasions and it’s not 
an easy decision to make.
 ‘You have to take into consider-
ation that the pitch is frozen and 
unplayable at that time in the 
morning but it might be playable 
by kick-off time. If you say the 
game is on the referee may deem 
the pitch unplayable when he 
arrives so rather than take any 
chances I think Harestanes 
made the right decision.’
 With amateur football taking 
a festive break and Harestanes 
still in the Scottish Cup, the 
West Cup tie is now scheduled to 
take place on Saturday, January 
17 at the earliest.
 If Saints were suuccessful in  
beating Harestanes they would 
face a difficult away tie against 
Bannockburn or Duntocher.
 Oban Athletic also face a 
difficult match in the fifth 
round, away to Ayrshire premier 
division leaders Tarbolton.

LATEST scores before the 
Christmas and New Year break:
Clements 1, Trialists 5;
Emergency 5, Teachers 6.
League table            P     Pts
D & K Lafferty            3     9
Trialists             3       9
Taynuilt             3       6
Teachers             4       3
Emergency            2       0
Clements            3       0

VICTORY: Referee Lisa Douglas raises Wullie’s hand in victory, after he knocked Robert down four 
times in the fi rst round   16_t51karate01

PLEASED: Wullie, who said before the fi ght he would ‘do his talking 
on the mat’, was pleased to raise the cash for Yorkhill  16_t51karate02

THE BUILD-up lasted for 
months, but it was over in less 
than two minutes.

The charity karate grudge 
match, featuring local fighters 
Wullie Rodger and Robert Neil, 
ended in the first round on Satur-
day as Wullie won following four 
knockdowns.

Robert’s efforts weren’t in 
vain, however, as the bout at the 
Corran Halls raised £2,320 for 
Yorkhill Sick Children’s Hos-
pital, where his son underwent 
major heart surgery in 2011.

Both fighters were confident 
beforehand, with Wullie saying 
he would do his talking on the 
mat, and Robert saying he hoped 
the best man would win.

In the end, Wullie, who is for-
mer World United Martial Arts 
(WUMA) super heavyweight 
champion of Britain, was too 
big and strong for Robert, who 
was giving away a lot in weight 
difference.

Wullie said after the fight that 
he knew in his own mind he 
would win.

‘He’s not used to full-contact 
fighting which made the differ-
ence because there’s a big differ-
ence between the styles that we 
do,’ he said.

‘It’s great that we have raised 
money for the hospital, which 
is the main thing, it’s just a pity 
the fight didn’t last longer for the 
crowd.’

Robert was magnanimous in 

defeat, saying: ‘Congratulations 
to Wullie on a powerful and 
spectacular performance. I was 
totally out-gunned by his impres-
sive onslaught of combinations.

‘Although disappointed at not 
winning I had enjoyed myself 
thoroughly and I am pleased to 
have been part of this event.

‘Many thanks to the general 
public of Oban who attended to 
make it so successful.’

The £2,320 raised from ticket 
sales and donations was present-
ed to Yorkhill Children’s Charity 
on Monday.

Robert also thanked staff at 
the Corran Halls, referee Lisa 
Douglas, and everyone who made 
donations towards the event.

‘It’s great that we have raised
money for the hospital, which is
the main thing, it’s just a pity the 

fi ght didn’t last longer for the crowd’

OBAN went into the weekend’s 
Scottish Eightball Federation 
National Inter-League competi-
tion as a team to watch.

But despite causing a stir with 
victory over one of the favourites 
in their opening match, the 
Obanites came home empty 
handed. 

Top Break Snooker and Pool 
Hall in Peterhead provided the 
venue for three days of intense 
competition and Oban sent two 
sides to represent the west coast.

Five of Oban A’s seven players 
had represented Scotland at this 
year’s home internationals. Cap-
tain Barry Clark, Mikey Ross, 
Peter MacDougall and Brian 
Edwards all played in the men’s 
event and were complemented 
by the experience of league stal-
warts Richard MacDougall and 
Dougie Swan.

The nucleus of the second team 
comprised former participants 
Andy MacDonald, Chris Anton, 
John Kinvig and Mark Purdie, 
but the selection committee took 

the opportunity to blood debu-
tants Kenny MacKechnie, Bobby 
Martin and Andrew Chapman,  
which should stand the league 
in good stead with an increased 
national team calender next year.

The young side managed two 
draws and will be better for the 
experience.

High quality
Oban A had only one match on 

the Friday against much fancied 
hosts Top Break, which drew the 
eyes of all neutral supporters 
anticipating a high quality match. 

Much to the delight of the ma-
jority of participating sides Oban 
ran rampant and simply brushed 
aside their opponents running 
out comfortable winners by 10 
frames to four. 

Buoyed by the previous nights 
success Oban A started off a 
run of six consecutive games on 
Saturday with a draw against a 
legendary Fraserburgh team.

Although the point would prove 
to be a decent result, the manner 
in which Oban let a five-game 

lead slide bewildered the players.  
Unfortunately for Oban B 

they faced the backlash in their 
Saturday opener, as their own 
A team put in the performance 
of the tournament to make it 
two wins from three and remain 
undefeated. 

Oban A’s first defeat was a 
narrow one against Lockerbie 
but they bounced back with 
two resounding wins over The 
Doonhamers and East Neuk B sit 
on four wins and a draw from six 
matches.

Tiredness
Their concluding match of the 

day after 10 hours of solid play 
was against home team Peter-
head. Tiredness was now visibly 
evident in most of the players, 
which was starting to creep into 
shot selections at critical times 
and their final match of the day 
ended in defeat.

Sunday’s remaining group 
sessions saw Oban A lose in con-
troversial circumstances to East 
Neuk A, with the Fifers calling 

rather dubious fouls on the Oban 
boys.

Oban A completed their last 
remaining match still seething 
against Elgin knowing qualifica-
tion had all but been secured.  A 
combination of complacency and 
an impressive Elgin display re-
sulted in the east coast side run-
ning out comfortable winners.

With East Neuk A and 
Fraserburgh gaining the top 
two automatic semi-final slots, 
Oban A once again squared off 
against Elgin in the play-off.  An 
improved Oban performance 
took the match to the concluding 
frame but credit must go to 
Elgin’s Cameron Spence for 
claiming his team’s victory with 
an unlikely clearance.  

Oban Pool League thanked all 
representing 14 players and con-
gratulated Fraserburgh, who lift-
ed the trophy on Sunday evening 
after defeating East Neuk ‘A’ in 
the final. 

Pool

IN PARTERSHIP with SSE 
Scottish Hydro, the Camanachd 
Association has announced the 
Scottish Hydro Youth Devel-
opment Fund is now open for 
applications, with a share of 
£5,000 available to shinty clubs 
across Scotland.

The Scottish Hydro Youth De-
velopment Fund was established 
in 2010 and aims to support 
member clubs which wish to 
increase youth participation 
by providing a maximum grant 
award of £500 in support of new 
or enhanced club initiatives that 
will deliver sustainable growth 
in the number of young people 
playing shinty.

It is a competitive application 
process with a total annual award 
budget of £5,000.  

All applications will be con-
sidered by the review group and 
funding awards will be prioritised 

SSE Scottish Hydro
announces Youth
Development Fund

Youth shinty

in support of those proposals 
which best meet the stated aims 
and criteria of the scheme.

Camanachd Association youth 
director Callum Duff said, 
‘Sourcing funding is a constant 
challenge for clubs, so the Scot-
tish Hydro Youth Development 
Fund is a great avenue of support 
which we are able to offer them.  

‘The award panel was very 
impressed with the standard of 
applications received in the last 
round and are confident this 
round will be no different.’

Guidelines and application 
form can be downloaded from 
the Camanachd Association 
website

Deadline for the submission of 
applications is Friday January 30 
2015.

Oban pool players fall just short of the mark 
in inter-league competition at Peterhead

KNOCKDOWN: Wullie Rodger fl oors his opponent  16_t51karate01
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I think there 
will be 
arguments 
held up 
about this ”

Councillor Bill Clark
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ecrichton@obantimes.co.uk
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A PLANNED retail park in Fort 
William, including a supermarket 
and home discount store, is 
expected to be recommended for 
refusal by planning officers next 
week. 

Aldi and Home Bargains are 
already confirmed tenants for 
the site, with Marks and Spencer 
also in talks with developers, 
but applicants Morbaine Ltd 
were said to be ‘extremely 
disappointed and frustrated’ to 
hear Highland council officials 
plan to recommend rejection of 
the five-unit retail park at North 
Road. 

It is thought the reason for 
refusal will be that a new site, 
combined with the planned 
Tesco at Blar Mhor, will create 
too much competition for the 
town centre, despite the Blar 
site still being empty three years 
after planning permission was 
granted. 

The Morbaine proposal, which 
could bring 150 permanent jobs 
and more during construction,  
received widespread public 
support during a consultation in 
March but it is expected members 

Lochaber music school performed its Christmas concert last Sunday to a packed audience in St Margaret’s RC church in Roy Bridge.  
A ceremony held afterwards in Roy Bridge village hall saw the music school’s Christmas raffl  e drawn, where the crowd enjoyed a 
variety of seasonal refreshments. Proceeds from both this and door admissions raised just over £1100 for the group. Peter Rose, 

Lochaber music school musical director, said: ‘It was a very successful concert and the children played and sang beautifully.’

of the council’s south planning 
applications committee will be 
asked to vote against the plan 
when it is discussed on Tuesday. 

Morbaine already has 
permission for 55,000 square-feet 
of retail space but has requested 
a change to allow  food stores on 
the site between the Rio Tinto 
Alcan junction and Ben Nevis 
Motors on the A82. 

Alex Brodie, director of the 
development company, said he 
has ‘contractual obligations’ to 
Aldi and Home Bargains and 
will start building as soon as 
possible if his company is granted 
permission next week.

He added: ‘Given the near 

unanimous public support 
for our retail park, we are 
extremely disappointed and 
frustrated that council officers 
have recommended that the 
committee reject our application.  

‘Whilst we understand officers 
are working under policy 
constraints, the site at Blar Mhor 
has been empty for a number of 
years and there is no sign of any 
shops appearing anytime soon.

‘We hope the councillors will 
see beyond the recommendation 
of the officer, acknowledge the 
local demand for additional retail 
options and choose to make the 
right decision for Fort William.’

A Tesco spokesman said: ‘We 
know that many people in the 
local community are keen to see 
the new store open and we’re 
very grateful for the support 
we’ve received for our plans in 
Fort William. 

‘We’ll provide an update to the 
local community as soon as we 
can and in the meantime we’ll 
work hard to provide a great 
service to local customers from 
the existing town centre Metro 
store.’

Councillor Bill Clark said 
the North Road development 
‘shouldn’t have been held back’ 
when it came before the south 
planning committee in 2011.

He added: ‘Last time round 
I warned the committee not to 
put all of its eggs in one basket 
and that’s exactly what it did 
by granting the Blar site and 
refusing Morbaine. 

‘The best interests of residents 
weren’t put first the last time and 
they always should be. I think 
there will be arguments held up 
about this.’ 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT A CRACKER
Red light for 
Fort William 
retail park     

DOUBTS HANG OVER NORTH ROAD SHOP DEVELOPMENT

A FORT William civic leader has told 
Highland council’s chief executive a link 
road between the town and Caol must be 
made a priority. 

Neil Clark, chairman of Fort William 
community council, wrote to Steve Bar-
ron asking for answers about the future 
of the proposed development, which was 
approved by the local authority almost 
25 years ago. He said with the increase 
of out-of-town businesses there would be 
a ‘negative impact’ on the town without 
an alternative route, which would run 
from An Aird to meet the Fort William to 
Mallaig trunk road at Blar Mor. 

Mr Clark added: ‘Fort William High 
Street currently has a significant number 
of properties lying empty and, although 
the out-of-town retail park on the Blar 
Mor has not materialised, there are cur-

rent out of town centre planning consents 
for other commercial and retail develop-
ments which could have a considerable 
negative impact unless there is a closer 
linkage between Fort William High Street 
and the Caol and Corpach areas.

‘There is no doubt a new link road to 
Caol would also significantly alleviate 
A82 traffic bottlenecks from Belford 
Road to Lochy Bridge. Given our support 
for the principle that all decisions taken 
by the Highland council are based on 
strict priority criteria, we are confident a 
positive business case can be made for its 
inclusion in Highland council’s upcoming 
capital plan.’

The community council chairman also 
raised concerns about Inverness being 
given priority in light of the current con-
struction of the city’s west link road, the 

estimated cost of which has risen from 
£27.2 million to £34.4 million.

He added: ‘The Caol to Fort William 
link road is no less a priority for Lochaber 
than the west link road is for the Inverness 
area. We are well aware of current finan-
cial restrictions but, taking cognisance 
of the continually spiralling estimated 
costs of the Inverness west link road, our 
council considers some restriction on the 
increased spending on that particular 
project should be introduced to allow for 
some capital spending in the peripheral 
parts of Highland council’s area.’

A Highland council spokeswoman said: 
‘The council has received correspondence 
from Fort William community council 
regarding the Caol to Fort William link 
road and the council will respond directly 
to the community council in due course.’

Call to make link road a priority

ENERGY regulator Ofgem says 
it will examine the benefits of a 
national charge to avoid residents 
in the Highlands and islands 
paying higher energy costs than 
everywhere else.

People in the region have 
complained about having to pay 
a two pence electrical surcharge 
- amounting to an extra £300 on 
their bills per annum - prompting 
Dave Thompson, MSP for Skye, 
Lochaber and Badenoch, to 
campaign for what he calls ‘fair 
energy pricing’.

A spokesman for Scottish 
and Southern Energy (SSE), 
the main energy supplier in 
the region said: ‘SSE favours 
replacing this regional variation 
with one national charge across 
Great Britain.’

Renewed calls for 
fair energy pricing

WITH Christmas Day and New Year’s Day both falling on a 
Thursday, The Oban Times will be printed early to ensure our 
readers don’t miss out.

The paper will be on sale in the usual retailers on Tuesday 
December 23 and Tuesday December 30 respectively.

Normal service is resumed on Thursday January 8.

Don’t miss out on your Oban Times

A HOUSE in Kilchoan was left 
burning for more than an hour 
as a shortage of firefighters and 
bad weather hampered attempts 
to put out the blaze.

The property, in the hamlet 
of Kilmory, went up in smoke 
around midday last Friday, but 
all retained staff from the nearby 
Strontian and Lochaline fire 
stations were unavailable at the 
time.

No-one was inside the building 
when the incident occurred, 
though it was partially destroyed.

It is believed that some of the 
local fire team were at work in 
Fort William and by the time 
crews arrived at the scene the 

building was already well alight.
The fire was eventually extin-

guished.
Phil Green, Scottish Fire and 

Rescue Service group manager, 
said that blizzard conditions also 
slowed down the team’s response 
but acknowledged the lack of a 
retained workforce in the area.

He said: ‘This highlights how 
crucial it is that our communities 
support Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service and sign up to become 
retained firefighters.

‘Group manager Pat McElhin-
ney and watch manager from 
Kilchoan, Rosemary Curtis, 
attended a recent Kilchoan 
community council meeting to 

appeal to the community to sup-
port the service and help provide 
daytime retained cover.’

Another incident saw a house 
fire in Kinlocheil, near Glen-
finnan, in the early hours of 
Saturday, in which an adult and 
child received minor injuries.

Two appliances from Fort Wil-
liam arrived and extinguished 
the flames around 2.15am, by 
which time the occupants were 
outside the one-storey bungalow.

Kilchoan home left burning 

WIN 
IRN-BRU 
CARNIVAL 
TICKETS 15 pairs to 

giveaway
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Real diamonds 
in every design...

HIGHLAND councillors are 
deciding today whether to back 
budget cuts worth £42 million, 
which could lead to the closure 
of Lochaber events venue, Nevis 
Centre. 

Local authority members were 
due to gather in Inverness this 
morning (Thursday) to discuss 
proposed changes in services 
from schools to leisure, in an 
attempt to plug part of the £64 
million funding gap. 

Councillors will also be voting  
on issues including reducing 
the number of secondary school 
teachers, implementing Sunday 

parking charges in Fort William 
and cutting grants for leisure 
centres by 50 per cent over the 
next three years. 

If councillors agree to reduce 
funding for third parties, Nevis 
Centre - which includes soft play, 
ten pin bowling and a sports hall 
-  could lose some or all of the 
£170,000 it receives each year 
from Highland council. 

Budget leader Maxine Smith 
said the resource as a whole 
would be cut, as opposed to 
grants for each centre, meaning 
some groups could receive 
their full grant, while others get 
nothing at all. She explained: 
‘We changed from the original 
proposal so now nothing at all 

will be taken away in the first 
year and the full reduction won’t 
be implemented until year three. 

‘This will give organisations the 
chance to talk to the council and 
look at other options for funding.

‘Each group will have to fill 
out a new form proving how they 
benefit the health and wellbeing 
of their community. 

‘If they can’t prove that, they 
could receive a reduced grant or 
may not get anything at all.’

Councillor Smith added the 
choices were ‘difficult’ and said 
members had ‘done their very 
best’ to listen to the views of local 
people. 

During the consultation 
stage last month,  Nevis Centre 

manager Kenny McLaughlin 
said the facility ‘wouldn’t survive’ 
a budget cut. He added: ‘Even if 
we charged £500 a day, five days 
a week, for a big event in the 
main hall it wouldn’t fill the gap 
left by the grant. There just aren’t 
enough days.’

Fort William community 
council chairman Neil Clark said 
the Nevis Centre closing would 
have a ‘huge impact’ on the town.

He added: ‘It is extremely well-
used and is an asset to us. If the 
Nevis Centre closed it would be 
a big loss to Fort William but 
it wouldn’t have a big impact 
on the people in Inverness and 
unfortunately that’s where the 
decision is being made.’ 

The council’s opposition group 
released alternative proposals for 
cost-cutting including reducing 
the salary of councillors and 
removing discretionary budgets 
and funding. 

Independent councillor 
and leader of the opposition  
Carolyn Wilson said: ‘We always 
expressed concerns that this 
budget and its consultation was 
too rushed and we feel it has 
resulted in some damaging and 
unnecessary proposals being 
put forward. We have come up 
with some common sense, good 
housekeeping alternatives that 
keep the services people say 
are important to them in their 
communities.’

AXE LOOMS OVER EVENTS VENUE AS COUNCILLORS MEET TO DECIDE WHERE BUDGET CUTS WILL BE MADE 

FUNDING for Lochaber high 
school’s sixth year trip to London 
received a welcome boost thanks 
to a £500 donation. 

Staff from local biomass 
heating specialist HW Energy 
presented the cheque to pupils 
on behalf of the company. 

The money will be used to 
pay for the 100 pupils’ travel 
around the city during the trip 
in February, which will see 
the students visit museums, 
Westminster and the Tower of 
London as well as attending a 
West End show.

BEST FEET FORWARD: last 
Thursday saw the Scottish 
Country Dancing Festival 
held for school children in 
south Lochaber, organised 

by High Life Highlands Active 
Schools. It saw pupils from 
Kinlochleven, Ballachulish, 

Glencoe and Duror primaries 
learn popular cèilidh dances 
such as Strip the Willow and 
the Dashing White Sergeant, 

helped by senior students 
from Kinlochleven high 

school  20_f51dancing01

REPAIRS to crumbling 
footpaths and an archaeological 
dig around Ben Nevis are some 
of the plans being showcased by a 
conservation group in Lochaber.

The Nevis Partnership - which 
looks after the area surrounding 
Britain’s tallest montain - held an 
open day in its new headquarters 
in Claggan, Fort William, on 
December 5, where the team 
spoke to visitors about its main 
project, the Nevis Landscape 
Partnership, a five-year plan 
which was unveiled earlier this 
year.

The £3.9 million scheme, 
boosted earlier in the year 
by a £1.85 million Heritage 
Lottery grant, will see the 
Nevis Partnership work with 
other organisations on 19 
different schemes designed to 
bring vast economic, social and 
environmental benefits to the 
peak and its surrounding glen.

This will include an 
archaeological excavation of the 
2,000-year-old Dun Deardail 
fort in the west of Glen Nevis, 
starting next year. There will be 
engagement events with schools 
and West Highland College, 
and the production of four short 
films about the area distributed 
to both schools and colleges, 

THE COAST around North 
and South Uist is said to be 
one of the best places to see 
breeding wading birds in 
western Europe.

A recent survey involving the 
Royal Society for the Protection 
of Birds (RSPB) and Scottish 
Natural Heritage found more 
than 9,000 pairs of species on 
the machairs of the islands, 
including lapwings, redshanks 
and snipes, which draws 
thousands of birdwatchers to 
the area every year.

Stuart Taylor, RSPB Uist 
species officer, said: ‘The 
islands have no foxes, stoats, 
badgers, pine martens or 
any other native predatory 
land mammals. This enables 
the birds to breed in higher 
concentrations than anywhere 
else.’

A PEDESTRIAN was taken to 
hospital with minor injuries af-
ter a collision with a car outside 
the Job Centre on Fort William 
High Street last Wednesday at 
around 2.45pm.

Police are keen to speak to the 
drivers of a white Volkswagen 
Polo and a Range Rover who 
may have information about 
the incident.

Three days later, through the 
night between 7.30pm on Sat-
urday and 10.30am on Sunday, 
a red Seat Ibiza was removed 
unlawfully from outside a 
house on Glenkingie Street in 
Caol, but later recovered on the 
A830 at Corpach.

The same night, there was 
also damage caused to a black 
Mitsubishi L200 parked on 
Appin Road, Kinlochleven.

Anyone with information 
about these incidents is asked 
to call local police on 101 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously 
on 0800 555111.

Pedestrian hurt in 
collision with car

North and south 
Uist a bird haven

Nevis Centre closure fears

HIGH schools in the Highlands 
will face tighter funding 
constraints if local authority 
members agree to cut the number 
of teachers.

Highland council has proposed 
a one per cent reduction of 
teaching staff across the region, 
saving up to £920,000 and 
resulting in up to 60 jobs going. 

Members were due to debate 
the proposal as part of a full 
council meeting in Inverness 
today (Thursday).

Jim Sutherland, head teacher 
of Lochaber high school, said 
although one per cent would 
equate to less than one full-time 
post, it would mean difficult 
choices would have to be made 
about how the school’s money 
was spent. 

He added: ‘This comes on top 
of previous cuts so will make an 
already difficult decision even 
harder.

‘We’re one of the bigger schools 
in this area and have 70 teachers 
but some of them are part-time 
positions. All of the money we get 
goes in to one budget and we then 
have to work out how to spend 
that on teachers, equipment and 
other resources. Any reduction 
would mean rethinking where 
that money is spent.’ 

Highland council also proposed 
a reduction on primary school 
teaching hours but withdrew the 
suggestion following a backlash 
during the public consultation 
stage.

Budget leader Maxine Smith 
said: ‘The biggest share of the 
council budget is spent on care 
and learning and where we can 
mitigate the impact on education, 
we will do so. 

‘Having listened to the concerns 
of the public regarding proposals 
to reduce the primary school 
week, the administration group 
decided to remove the proposal 
from year one (2015/16), to 
allow further work on the detail 
and to minimise any  impact on 
schools.’

The council has also proposed 
increasing the price of school 
meals by 10 pence per year for 
the next four years, over and 
above the cost of inflation. 

OPEN DAY: the Nevis Partnership team welcomed visitors to their new offi  ce in Claggan to learn about 
future enhancements of the Ben Nevis experience. From left to right, Leona Jones, Lizzie Cooper, Freja 

MacDougall and Lewis Pate 20_f51nevis01

Mountain group showcases plans

which will premiere at the Fort 
William Mountain Film Festival 
every year.

In addition, repairs will soon 
start to rapidly deteriorating 
paths around Ben Nevis, plus 
the building of new ones such as 
a north face path which will give 
hillwalkers a much-improved 

route down from the mountain’s 
summit. Freja MacDougall, from 
the Nevis Partnership, welcomed 
visitors to the group’s open day.

She said: ‘We are providing 
people with the opportunity to 
learn about our five-year plan 
and see our new offices here, 
which we recently moved into 

from our old base in Torlundy.’
The Nevis Partnership has 

joined forces with Scottish 
Natural Heritage, Forestry 
Commission Scotland, the 
John Muir Trust, Highland 
council and Lochaber chamber 
of commerce to implement the 
programme.

RESIDENTS in the north 
of Skye have slammed NHS 
Highland’s decision to build 
the island’s new hospital in 
Broadford.

The Save Portree Hospital 
Group claims that the existing 
facility in Portree ‘will no 
longer be a hospital’, after a bid 
was approved to remove all of 
its overnight beds once the new 
building opens in the south of 
the island.

A statement from the cam-
paigners said: ‘The proposed 
‘spoke facility’ in Portree is 
being punted by NHS High-
land as a hospital but it will 
have no beds, no accident and 
emergency and no 24-hour 
medical cover. 

‘There will be no additional 
beds or services to replace 
what will be lost.

‘The number of hospital 
beds in Skye and Lochalsh has 
already been cut from 43 to 32 
in the last 10 years. The cuts 
are expected to reduce that to 
28 beds.

‘This so-called redesign of 
services is nothing more than 
a cost-cutting exercise that’s 
been designed to save NHS 
Highland £850,000 a year.’

However, health officials 
believe there is no option but to 
make the cuts.

A spokesperson from NHS 
Highland said: ‘All too often 
people either have to be admit-
ted or discharged to hospital 
because we don’t have the right 
community services and sup-
port.  

‘And we cannot invest in 
these services if we continue to 
manage with inpatient facilities 
across multiple sites.’

The NHS originally consid-
ered building the new hospital 
in the north of the island but 
this plan was dropped.

High schools 
face losing 
teachers if 
cuts agreed

DELIGHT: Lochaber high 
school’s deputy head teacher 

Donald MacLean receives a £500 
cheque from Elaine Cameron 
from HW Energy as Alasdair 
Miles, also of HWE, and sixth 

year pupils look on

Energy fi rm lights 
up trip funds with 
£500 donation 

‘Weather bomb’ power 
cuts and travel disruption 

A HOLYROOD minister 
has committed to giving 
more community powers to 
Scotland’s islands.

Derek MacKay, the Scottish 
government’s islands minister, 
met with Angus Campbell, 
leader of Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar, to discuss the proposals 
on Thursday. 

He said: ‘The government’s 
proposals to empower all of 
Scotland’s island communities 
included a commitment to 
appoint an islands minister and 
I am keen to engage with all 
the island leaders individually 
as well as with the Our Islands 
Our Future campaign.’

WESTERN Isles councillors 
have been unsuccessful in a bid 
to help low-paid workers.

Councillors Gordon Murray 
and Rae Mackenzie proposed 
an amendment to secure the 
living wage for the lowest-paid 
employees in Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, who started work 
in 2013, but this was outvoted 
at a meeting on December 6. 

Councillor Murray said: ‘I am 
very disappointed the adminis-
tration chose not to back date 
the living wage.’

Meeting on more 
island powers

Living wage bid 
turned down

Residents 
hit out over  
hospital 
decision

MORE than 17,000 homes in the 
Western Isles were left without power last 
Wednesday as a ‘weather bomb’ struck 
Scotland.

Winds of up to 80mph saw power cuts 
and the closure of all schools, nurseries, 
sports and leisure facilities in the Hebrides, 
together with the cancellation of buses and 
most ferry services. The remote island of 
St Kilda even saw wind speeds of 144mph - 
thought to be one of the highest records in 
the UK - while the Skye bridge was closed 
to all high-sided vehicles. 

In Lochaber, residents experienced gale 
force winds, thunder, lightning, heavy rain 
and hail, while ScotRail cancelled all of 
the day’s train services from Mallaig, Fort 
William and Oban to Glasgow.



Thursday 18 December, 2014 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 7NEWS
FW

www.facebook.com/obantimes

www.facebook.com/obantimes

D MacLean 
Heating

Oban 
Tel: 01631 564220

Have a Cosy 
Christmas 

and a 
Happy New Year

JAMIE 
MCGRIGOR

Highlands & 
Islands MSP

Contact Jamie at 
his Regional Office: 

61 Chalmers St, 
Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX. 
Tel: 01546 606586.

or e-mail:
Email: jamie.mcgrigor.msp@

scottish.parliament.uk

Thanking all our customers 
throughout 2014 and wishing them 

Prosperity for the future.

John MacAlister 
Oban Ltd & 
Auto and Marine 
Engineering

Tel: 01631 570893 Fax: 01631 563565

Tel:  01631 566095  
E: john@jmacoban.co.uk

Mob: 07712654651/07917489084

Donald 
Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
Accounts Preparation for companies, 

sole traders and partnerships, charities, 
income and corporation tax, VAT & 

payroll bureau.
Business plans, start up advice.

Enquiries welcomed from: 
LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS; 

SKYE AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS
Tel: 01478 612942   Fax: 01478 613091

Wishing all our customers a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

TIMESLINE

STAGGERING 96% OF ARGYLL AND BUTE’S PARKING REVENUE EXPECTED TO BE GENERATED BY TOWN’S BELEAGUERED DRIVERS

Pupils serve 
up real treat 
for veterans

Jail for man who 
attacked friend 
with tin whistle

The best year ever 
for Oban musician

Landslide road on 
Holyrood agenda 

Wee Toon cinema 
plan given £1.1m

Oban Times hits 
the streets early

OBAN-based musician Angus 
MacPhail is reflecting on 2014 
as his best year yet after his 
band Skipinnish was named 
live act of the year at the MG 
Alba Scots Trad Awards.

Angus, from Tiree, formed 
Skipinnish with Lochaber’s 
Andrew Stevenson in 1999 
but in 2014 the band had two 
number one singles and a 
Commonwealth Games gig.

For more, see page 11

A PETITION calling on a 
permanent solution to land-
slide problems on the A83 at 
the Rest and Be Thankful will 
be discussed by the Scottish 
government on February 17.

The submission by the Argyll 
First group of Argyll and Bute 
councillors is a repeat of a 
previous petition of more than 
10,000 signatures.

CAMPBELTOWN Picture 
House supporters are celebrat-
ing a £1.1 million grant from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund towards 
its £3 million restoration plan.

Campbeltown Community 
Business Group, which is 
behind the cinema plan, now 
hopes to complete the refur-
bishment in 2016.

WITH Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day both falling on 
a Thursday, The Oban Times 
will be printed early to ensure 
our readers don’t miss out.

The paper will be on sale on 
Tuesday, December 23 and 
Tuesday December 30.

Normal service is resumed 
on January 8.

A MAN who scarred and 
stabbed his best friend with a 
tin whistle has been jailed for 
10 months.

Oban sheriff court heard last 
week that Craig MacMillan, 
42, had been drinking strong 
cider with his friend on Au-
gust 30 in the Mill Lane area 
of Oban, when they started to 
fight.

MacMillan, who had been 
staying in homeless accommo-
dation in the town, claimed to 
have been struck by his friend 
and in retaliation had hit him 
‘with a stabbing motion’ with 
a penny whistle. 

The victim had three cuts to 
the back of his head and more 
on his arm, some of which 
needed staples and stitches.

MacMillan told Oban po-
lice: ‘He’s my best friend. He 
assaulted me but I assaulted 
him back and I’m sorry lads.’

Pleading guilty, MacMillan’s  
sentence was backdated to 
September 2 when he was 
remanded.

OBAN high school pupils wel-
comed the ‘old guard’ to their 
assembly hall on Tuesday for the 
10th anniversary of the school’s 
Pensioners’ Treat.

Senior citizens were invited for 
tea, coffee, shortbread and mince 
pies, made by pupils from the 
food technology class and served 
by the hospitality students. There 
was also musical entertainment 
for the guests.

Among the guests were World 
War Two veterans Tom Lennox 
(pictured left), 95, and his next 
door neighbour and fellow veter-
an, Ian Tindall (pictured right), 
94, who have both attended all 10 
treats. Young pupil Ben Collins 
(pictured centre), 15, was on 
hand to serve the two veterans.  

Oban high principal music 
teacher Morven McKerrell said: 
‘My grandfather made up a list of 
guests for the first ever Pension-
ers’ Treat and from those 30-odd 
people, it’s grown to around 70 
people who are here today.’

 

DRIVERS in Oban, Lorn and 
the Isles (OLI) have been expect-
ed to generate more than 96 per 
cent of Argyll and Bute council’s 
entire car parking revenue in the 
first half of the financial year.

By the end of the second 
financial quarter of 2014/15, the 
car parking income target from 
OLI was £541,375, compared 
with the overall council target of 
£561,088. 

This means less than £20,000 
is expected to come from Mid 
Argyll, Kintyre and Islay;  
Helensburgh and Lomond; and 
Bute and Cowal.

The figures, presented in an 
‘area scorecard’ shown to mem-

bers of OLI area committee last 
week, showed that the amount of 
parking income in the area was 
below target at £414,070.

The figures have angered Oban 
retailer Graham Fraser of Alba, 
who says the targets are ‘unfair’ 
on the town.

He said: ‘I can’t say the figure 
is surprising because the streets 
are being swept clean of cars by 
the traffic wardens.

‘The knock-on effect of this 
target is Oban is being deprived 
because motorists are being 
hounded from the streets.

‘The job of traffic wardens is to 
keep people moving and make 
sure there are spaces available, 
not make lots of money for the 
council.

‘Oban is of strategic impor-

tance to the council because it 
is probably the busiest town in 
Argyll and Bute but people here 
are not being treated fairly.’

Councillors at the area com-
mittee said they would raise 

the issue as part of a review of 
parking charges to take place 
on January 29 and encouraged 
members of the public to make 
their views known through com-
munity councils.

OLI councillor Iain Stewart 
MacLean said on Tuesday: ‘It 
does seem to some people that 
OLI is subsidising other parts of 
Argyll with the figures quoted 
for parking.

‘The amount of money sur-
prised me but it needs further 
analysis.

‘I am supportive of the review 
in January and I will be looking 
for a better outcome for OLI.’

Responding to the claim the 
charges were unfair on OLI, 
committee chairman councillor 
Roddy McCuish said the targets 

EUAN PATERSON
epaterson@obantimes.co.uk

had to be ‘looked at’ during the 
parking charges review.

But he warned against sudden 
wholesale changes to how rev-
enue is divided between areas, 
stressing that contributing to the 
wider Argyll and Bute pot had its 
benefits.

He said: ‘Helensburgh raises so 
much more council tax than oth-
er areas and that comes back to 
places like Mull, Coll and Tiree, 
so I don’t think we should create 
policy that means some areas 
will suffer if we all keep money 
in our own area.

‘But we do have to look at what-
ever area raises the most, getting 
the most benefit from it.

‘I will be asking for a staged 
process for areas to keep a bigger 
proportion of money.’

Motorists 
are being 
hounded 
from the 
streets”

Graham Fraser
(Pictured)
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A MAN who stole £5,000 from 
an island haulage company has 
been ordered to pay the money 
back.

Oban sheriff court heard last 
week that Robert MacLean, of 
St Mary’s Wynd, Stirling, had 
a string of previous convictions 
for crimes of dishonesty but if 
jailed the company would not 
get its money back.

MacLean, who pleaded 
guilty to theft, had called 
MacLennan Motors on Tiree 
in February saying he had a 
six-wheel Scania, low loader 
and trailer for sale and after 
some negotiation there was 
an agreement to secure them 
with a £5,000 deposit made by 
a bank transfer.

Subsequent calls that day to 
the accused had failed to make 
contact and the company went 
to the police the following day.

The court heard MacLean, 
48, had made some attempt 
to contact the company later, 
in order to pay the  money 
back after seeing the vehicles 
and deciding they were not in 
a saleable condition, but had 
been told the matter was in the 
hands of the police. 

He then spent the money.
Sheriff Douglas Small placed 

the accused on a community 
payback supervision order for 
24 months and ordered him to 
pay £5,000 compensation to 
MacLennan Motors.

Fraudster escapes 
jail to repay sum 
to Tiree company 

Hoping to strike a  
chord with town’s 
traders as project 
gets under way

Ferrets row led to 
attack on wife 

Shop manager to 
pay back £4000 

A BENDERLOCH man 
assaulted his wife after she 
let his ferrets out following 
an argument over who was 
supposed to feed them.

Oban sheriff court heard 
last week that 69-year-old 
first offender Denis Healey 
of Achaduin had thrown his 
wife of 39 years to the floor 
on November 30, held her by 
the throat, punched her and 
shouted and swore at her.

Healey had drunk a bottle of 
whisky and his wife a bottle of 
wine at the time of the offence.

‘This stems from a row over 
ferrets. It was a row over who 
was to feed them,’ said defence 
solicitor Gordon Seaton.  ‘Mrs 
Healey went into the garden 
and let the ferrets out.’

He said the offence was out 
of character for Healey and 
the couple had since been 
reconciled.

Sentence was deferred on 
Healey, who pleaded guilty 
to assault and breaching the 
peace, for nine months for him 
to be of good behaviour.

THE FORMER manager 
of Oban’s WH Smith shop in 
George Street has pleaded 
guilty to embezzling £2,300 
plus taking £1,700-worth of 
cigarettes.

Carol Lester of Longsdale 
Terrace in Oban admitted tak-
ing the cash and the cigarettes 
from the store last year.

At Oban sheriff court last 
week, Lester, 41, was placed 
on a community payback or-
der, required to do 250 hours’ 
unpaid work and was ordered 
to repay £4,000 to WH Smith 
within 36 months.

A MULL businessman became 
so frustrated with cancelled 
ferries he has now bought a 
helicopter to get workers back 
and forth to the island on the 
same day.

Andy Knight, managing di-
rector of construction company 
TSL Contractors Limited, said 
he was fed up with the delays 
and has pumped more than £1 
million into his new high-flying 
transport venture.

The Oban Times reported in 
August the concerns business 
people on Mull were having with 
talks over a later ferry service in 
the winter which would enable 
them to attend meetings on 
the mainland and return to the 
island on the same day. 

The business community 
thought the negotiations had run 
aground and were duly aban-
doned.

In a moment of genuine ‘blue 
-sky’ thinking, Mr Knight came 
up with the plan for the helicop-
ter.

He said: ‘All the islands are in 
easy reach by helicopter. 

‘And Inverness, Glasgow, Perth 
and Ayrshire all fall within a 60-
mile radius of the helicopter’s 

base. Anywhere within half an 
hour’s reach of Oban will make 
us extremely competitive.’

Andy believes the new Euro-
copter AS350B3, branded as 
Skyhook Helicopters and  flown 
by Angus Gibson, from Skye, 
will be in demand across the 
area and is prepared to put his 

money where his mouth is.
He added: ‘This is an initial in-

vestment in excess of £1 million 
and I think that over time it will 
prove successful.’ 

The new helicopter operation 
will be based in the north Argyll 
area and day-to-day operations 
will be headed by manager Dun-

AIMING HIGH: Andy Knight (left) has secured a helicopter to transport workers to and from the islands

Blue-sky thinking 

Still no mobile service on Coll

LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

can McDonald, who previously 
worked for British International 
Helicopters in Cardiff. 

TSL Contractors Limited 
started with a staff of three in 
1979 and now employs nearly 
100 people in four offices in 
Oban, Fort William, Loch Lo-
mondside and on Mull. 

Pier performance area will 
destroy trade, says owner
LOUISE LEE
llee@obantimes.co.uk

AN OBAN businessman, who 
employs more than 70 people, 
says a ‘useless performance 
space’ to be developed on the 
North Pier will ‘devastate’ his 
business.

But Argyll and Bute council, 
which is responsible for the 
scheme - part of the Oban 
CHORD waterfront enhance-
ment project - claims it will 
increase the number of visitors 
to the area.

However, Alan MacLeod, 
who runs the internationally-re-
nowned Ee-usk fish restaurant 
and family restaurant Piazza on 
the North Pier, said access to 
his business will be severely re-
stricted when the adjacent White 
Building is knocked down as part 
of the redevelopment project, 
and says it will ‘effectively’ close 
his business.

He also claimed the develop-
ment infringed his rights as a 
tenant of the local authority.

Mr MacLeod wrote to all of 
Oban’s councillors saying: ‘In a 
final attempt to persuade you to 
re-site the performance space on 
the North Pier, will you please 
be aware of the contribution of 
the North Pier restaurants to the 
economy.

‘The income tax, national 
insurance, VAT, rent and rates 
amount to more than £670,000 
per annum.

‘Siting the performance space 
where you propose is going to 
seriously affect the viability of 
my business.

‘How much will the perfor-
mance space contribute to the 
economy? Will you please give 
me the figures?

‘I urge you, please, to seriously 

consider the business sense of 
your decision.’

Mr MacLeod’s opposition 
comes as the council announced 
the contractor for another stage 
of the CHORD programme 
-  the  redevelopment of Stafford 
Street.

An Argyll and Bute council 
spokesman said: ‘In place of 

the White Building on Oban’s 
North Pier, the council will be 
constructing a new, purpose- 
built facility which will include a 
harbour office, additional public 
toilets and showers; secure lock-
er facilities, storage and laundry, 
a waiting area for coach parties 
and cruise ship passengers and 
an exciting circular gathering 

space, covered by a timber and 
glass canopy.

‘We have used a series of 
consultations with the local 
community, particularly those 
directly affected by the project, 
including Mr MacLeod’s restau-
rant business. 

‘This was to inform them of our 
final plans and we  are confident 

that it is a design which will suit 
everyone.

‘This is one of many projects 
going on in Oban which are all 
designed to improve the experi-
ence for visitors and residents.’

Work is due to start on the £5.6 
million CHORD waterfront 
improvements for the town in 
January of next year.

A SITE office and meetings 
with Oban street traders in 
Stafford Street will be set up 
following the appointment 
of Raynesway Construction 
as the developer of CHORD 
stage one.

The construction company 
will deliver around £600,000 
of ‘public realm improvements’ 
along Stafford Street from 
January to May 2015 as part 
of the Argyll and Bute council 
project. 

The local authority says it 
plans to set up the site office 
by Monday, January 19 and 
meetings with traders along 
Stafford Street to go ahead 
on Wednesday, January 14 or 
Thursday, January 15. 

These meetings will 
introduce key members of the 
construction team to local 
businesses to discuss how best 
to minimise disruption during 
the construction stage.

A project start-up event is 
also planned for mid-January.

Chairman of Oban, Lorn 
and the Isles area committee, 
Oban-based councillor 
Roddy McCuish, said: ‘This 
is another great boost for the 
project which is really taking 
shape now. I’m delighted 
to have a national company 
of such repute on board to 
deliver the works. 

‘We’re going to be 
working very hard to keep 
people informed about what’s 
happening. We appreciate 
there will be some disruption, 
and I would just urge people 
to be patient and bear with us 
while the work is ongoing.’ 

The improvements to 
Stafford Street will provide a 
terraced seating and viewing 
area; a flexible open area (with 
power and Wi-Fi) for small 
scale events and a shelter with 
inlaid artwork and ornamental 
colour changing LED lighting.

CONTROVERSIAL: the North Pier’s proposed outside performance space

THE COMPANY behind 
a proposed wind farm on 
Rannoch Moor has put its 
plans on ice for six months 
following objections by resi-
dents and conservationists.

Talladh-a-Bheithe Wind 
Farm Ltd asked for a plan-
ning extension for 24 tur-
bines, each 125 metres tall, 
on a 50-square mile stretch 
of wilderness east of Fort 
William, with the application 
now due to be considered in 
May.

The decision was made 
after 958 formal objections 
from various parties and 
pressure from the Mountain-
eering Council of Scotland 
(MCofS), Keep Rannoch 
Wild (KRW) and the John 
Muir Trust (JMT), all of 
which fear the development 
will disfigure the landscape 
and endanger wildlife.

Talladh-a-Bheithe Wind 
Farm Ltd - the UK subsidiary 
of Dutch firm Eventus BV - 
asked for the extension after 
‘reviewing responses’ and 
now plans to ‘prepare and 
submit further and additional 
environmental information’.

Scottish Natural Heritage 
estimates that a wind farm 
near Loch Rannoch would 
kill a golden eagle every 19 
months plus harm popula-
tions of otters, ospreys and 
other species.

Helen McDade, head of 
policy at the John Muir Trust, 
said: ‘This development 
would be a stab in the heart 
of Scotland’s wild land.

‘We do not believe it is 
acceptable that the devel-
opers are given a six-month 
extension to improve their 
application in light of massive 
opposition.’

Talladh-a-Bheithe Wind 
Farm Ltd states its new 
development would generate 
£375,000 per year through 
community benefit opportu-
nities and will make amend-
ments to the proposals for 
the planning authority, Perth 
and Kinross Council.

Kirsty Leiper, of MHP 
Communications which 
represents the group, said: 
‘The applicant has agreed 
that there is scope to prepare 
and submit additional envi-
ronmental information by 
way of an addendum to the 
environmental statement.

‘The publication and pub-
licity of the addendum will 
be undertaken in agreement 
with the Scottish govern-
ment’s energy consents 

Rannoch wind 
farm on hold 
as developer 
reviews plans

POLICE are appealing for witnesses after 
property was stolen from a car parked 
outside the Alexandra Hotel on Oban’s 
Corran Esplanade around midnight on 
December 8.

Anyone who may have seen anything 
suspicious or anyone acting suspiciously 
in the area at the time is asked to contact 
PC Iain MacLeod at Oban police office 
on 101.

Oban police want to remind people to 
ensure that their cars are left secure and 
items of value put out of sight, especially 
at this time of year when shopping or 
Christmas presents may be left in a car 
and taken advantage of by opportunistic 
thieves.

Unsecured car 
theft warning

ISLANDERS on Coll are still waiting 
for much-anticipated mobile phone 
coverage after the installation of vital 
equipment was postponed.

A connection issue has meant the link 
between Coll and Mull is still not opera-
tional, with network provider Vodafone 
claiming it is outwith its control.

Despite apologising for a delay, The 
Oban Times has learned the company 
did not have a schedule for the work to 
be completed, instead claiming it would 
be done ‘as soon as possible’.

The island is to gain mobile phone 

coverage for the first time through a 
community project developed by the 
Scottish Futures Trust, the Scottish 
government’s Demonstrating Digital 
Programme, and the community-run 
organisation Development Coll.

The  £165,000 project has included a 
new mast, with Vodafone providing its 
equipment free of charge.

A Vodafone spokeswoman said: ‘We 
have been waiting for delivery of the 
equipment that provides the link be-
tween Coll and Mull. 

‘This has now arrived and is being 

shipped to our contractors for installa-
tion.  

‘When this is complete there will be a 
little more work to make the transmis-
sion path operational but our engineers 
are working hard to get the site up and 
running as soon as possible. We’re sorry 
about the delay but this has been beyond 
our control.’

She said no specific date had been 
earmarked for the start of the service 
but that it was in the company’s interests 
to have it up and running as quickly as 
possible.

Could your business play a part 
in a multi-million pound schools 

construction project?
Argyll and Bute Council, with Hub North Scotland

and Morrison Construction, is investing in a
new high school for Oban

Find out how your company could get involved as a 
sub-contractor or supplier—come along to our

Meet the Buyer Event

Wednesday 21st January 2015

Corran Halls, Oban—1pm to 5pm

Register at www.morrisonconstruction.co.uk

One-to-one slots available to pre-book
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LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
 ......................................................................................................
 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1400
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

J Muir
Westbank Road
Ardrishaig

M McInnes
Kirk Road
Dunbeg

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Monday 29th December.

Lochavullin, Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries 
must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

To allow for postage over the festive period spot the ball will run for the next 2 weeks. WEEK 
1 of 2

Winners will be announced in the issue dated 1st Janaury 2015

FW

Football

Youth football

Oban Saints youth 
results and fi xtures

Scottish Amateur 
League results
and fi xtures

Over 35s football

LAST Saturday’s results: West 
of Scotland Cup 4th round 
- Harestanes v Oban Saints 
postponed;  Premier Division - 
Campbeltown Pupils 3, Busby 0; 
Premier Division Two - Centre v 
Lochgilphead Red Star post-
poned; Division 1B - Milton of 
Colquoun v Tarbert postponed.
 The SAFL will now take a 
festive break with games starting 
again on Saturday January 10.

LAST weekend’s results: 
Dumbarton Riverside 0, 
Under 13s 9. Scoring for Saints 
were Aaron Mckay (3), Aidan 
McPee (2),  Whitecraigs v 
Under 14s postponed; Under 
15s 4, Ardencaple 0; Under 16s v 
Drumchapel United postponed; 
Milngavie v Under 19s post-
poned.
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Under 13s v Broomhill SC; 
Renton Craigandro v Under 14s; 
Broomhill v Under 15s; Under 
16s no game; Under 19s no 
game.     

Martial arts

Tight at the top

Seconds out but Saints’ West Cup
tie called off  at
the last minute
Football

THE West of Scotland Cup 
fourth round tie between 
Harestanes and Oban Saints due 
to be played in Kirkintilloch last 
Satuday was called off minutes 
before the Oban side were due to 
leave for the fixture.
 In fact the Saints squad were in 
the club minibus ready to leave 
when the phone call came to 
say the pitch was frozen and the 
game was off.
 Saints secretary David Bu-
chanan said: ‘It was frustrating 
having the game called off at 
such short notice but I can sym-
pathise with Harestanes having 
to make the early decision. 
We’ve had to do it ourselves on 
numerous occasions and it’s not 
an easy decision to make.
 ‘You have to take into consider-
ation that the pitch is frozen and 
unplayable at that time in the 
morning but it might be playable 
by kick-off time. If you say the 
game is on the referee may deem 
the pitch unplayable when he 
arrives so rather than take any 
chances I think Harestanes 
made the right decision.’
 With amateur football taking 
a festive break and Harestanes 
still in the Scottish Cup, the 
West Cup tie is now scheduled to 
take place on Saturday, January 
17 at the earliest.
 If Saints were suuccessful in  
beating Harestanes they would 
face a difficult away tie against 
Bannockburn or Duntocher.
 Oban Athletic also face a 
difficult match in the fifth 
round, away to Ayrshire premier 
division leaders Tarbolton.

LATEST scores before the 
Christmas and New Year break:
Clements 1, Trialists 5;
Emergency 5, Teachers 6.
League table            P     Pts
D & K Lafferty            3     9
Trialists             3       9
Taynuilt             3       6
Teachers             4       3
Emergency            2       0
Clements            3       0

VICTORY: Referee Lisa Douglas raises Wullie’s hand in victory, after he knocked Robert down four 
times in the fi rst round   16_t51karate01

PLEASED: Wullie, who said before the fi ght he would ‘do his talking 
on the mat’, was pleased to raise the cash for Yorkhill  16_t51karate02

THE BUILD-up lasted for 
months, but it was over in less 
than two minutes.

The charity karate grudge 
match, featuring local fighters 
Wullie Rodger and Robert Neil, 
ended in the first round on Satur-
day as Wullie won following four 
knockdowns.

Robert’s efforts weren’t in 
vain, however, as the bout at the 
Corran Halls raised £2,320 for 
Yorkhill Sick Children’s Hos-
pital, where his son underwent 
major heart surgery in 2011.

Both fighters were confident 
beforehand, with Wullie saying 
he would do his talking on the 
mat, and Robert saying he hoped 
the best man would win.

In the end, Wullie, who is for-
mer World United Martial Arts 
(WUMA) super heavyweight 
champion of Britain, was too 
big and strong for Robert, who 
was giving away a lot in weight 
difference.

Wullie said after the fight that 
he knew in his own mind he 
would win.

‘He’s not used to full-contact 
fighting which made the differ-
ence because there’s a big differ-
ence between the styles that we 
do,’ he said.

‘It’s great that we have raised 
money for the hospital, which 
is the main thing, it’s just a pity 
the fight didn’t last longer for the 
crowd.’

Robert was magnanimous in 

defeat, saying: ‘Congratulations 
to Wullie on a powerful and 
spectacular performance. I was 
totally out-gunned by his impres-
sive onslaught of combinations.

‘Although disappointed at not 
winning I had enjoyed myself 
thoroughly and I am pleased to 
have been part of this event.

‘Many thanks to the general 
public of Oban who attended to 
make it so successful.’

The £2,320 raised from ticket 
sales and donations was present-
ed to Yorkhill Children’s Charity 
on Monday.

Robert also thanked staff at 
the Corran Halls, referee Lisa 
Douglas, and everyone who made 
donations towards the event.

‘It’s great that we have raised
money for the hospital, which is
the main thing, it’s just a pity the 

fi ght didn’t last longer for the crowd’

OBAN went into the weekend’s 
Scottish Eightball Federation 
National Inter-League competi-
tion as a team to watch.

But despite causing a stir with 
victory over one of the favourites 
in their opening match, the 
Obanites came home empty 
handed. 

Top Break Snooker and Pool 
Hall in Peterhead provided the 
venue for three days of intense 
competition and Oban sent two 
sides to represent the west coast.

Five of Oban A’s seven players 
had represented Scotland at this 
year’s home internationals. Cap-
tain Barry Clark, Mikey Ross, 
Peter MacDougall and Brian 
Edwards all played in the men’s 
event and were complemented 
by the experience of league stal-
warts Richard MacDougall and 
Dougie Swan.

The nucleus of the second team 
comprised former participants 
Andy MacDonald, Chris Anton, 
John Kinvig and Mark Purdie, 
but the selection committee took 

the opportunity to blood debu-
tants Kenny MacKechnie, Bobby 
Martin and Andrew Chapman,  
which should stand the league 
in good stead with an increased 
national team calender next year.

The young side managed two 
draws and will be better for the 
experience.

High quality
Oban A had only one match on 

the Friday against much fancied 
hosts Top Break, which drew the 
eyes of all neutral supporters 
anticipating a high quality match. 

Much to the delight of the ma-
jority of participating sides Oban 
ran rampant and simply brushed 
aside their opponents running 
out comfortable winners by 10 
frames to four. 

Buoyed by the previous nights 
success Oban A started off a 
run of six consecutive games on 
Saturday with a draw against a 
legendary Fraserburgh team.

Although the point would prove 
to be a decent result, the manner 
in which Oban let a five-game 

lead slide bewildered the players.  
Unfortunately for Oban B 

they faced the backlash in their 
Saturday opener, as their own 
A team put in the performance 
of the tournament to make it 
two wins from three and remain 
undefeated. 

Oban A’s first defeat was a 
narrow one against Lockerbie 
but they bounced back with 
two resounding wins over The 
Doonhamers and East Neuk B sit 
on four wins and a draw from six 
matches.

Tiredness
Their concluding match of the 

day after 10 hours of solid play 
was against home team Peter-
head. Tiredness was now visibly 
evident in most of the players, 
which was starting to creep into 
shot selections at critical times 
and their final match of the day 
ended in defeat.

Sunday’s remaining group 
sessions saw Oban A lose in con-
troversial circumstances to East 
Neuk A, with the Fifers calling 

rather dubious fouls on the Oban 
boys.

Oban A completed their last 
remaining match still seething 
against Elgin knowing qualifica-
tion had all but been secured.  A 
combination of complacency and 
an impressive Elgin display re-
sulted in the east coast side run-
ning out comfortable winners.

With East Neuk A and 
Fraserburgh gaining the top 
two automatic semi-final slots, 
Oban A once again squared off 
against Elgin in the play-off.  An 
improved Oban performance 
took the match to the concluding 
frame but credit must go to 
Elgin’s Cameron Spence for 
claiming his team’s victory with 
an unlikely clearance.  

Oban Pool League thanked all 
representing 14 players and con-
gratulated Fraserburgh, who lift-
ed the trophy on Sunday evening 
after defeating East Neuk ‘A’ in 
the final. 

Pool

IN PARTERSHIP with SSE 
Scottish Hydro, the Camanachd 
Association has announced the 
Scottish Hydro Youth Devel-
opment Fund is now open for 
applications, with a share of 
£5,000 available to shinty clubs 
across Scotland.

The Scottish Hydro Youth De-
velopment Fund was established 
in 2010 and aims to support 
member clubs which wish to 
increase youth participation 
by providing a maximum grant 
award of £500 in support of new 
or enhanced club initiatives that 
will deliver sustainable growth 
in the number of young people 
playing shinty.

It is a competitive application 
process with a total annual award 
budget of £5,000.  

All applications will be con-
sidered by the review group and 
funding awards will be prioritised 

SSE Scottish Hydro
announces Youth
Development Fund

Youth shinty

in support of those proposals 
which best meet the stated aims 
and criteria of the scheme.

Camanachd Association youth 
director Callum Duff said, 
‘Sourcing funding is a constant 
challenge for clubs, so the Scot-
tish Hydro Youth Development 
Fund is a great avenue of support 
which we are able to offer them.  

‘The award panel was very 
impressed with the standard of 
applications received in the last 
round and are confident this 
round will be no different.’

Guidelines and application 
form can be downloaded from 
the Camanachd Association 
website

Deadline for the submission of 
applications is Friday January 30 
2015.

Oban pool players fall just short of the mark 
in inter-league competition at Peterhead

KNOCKDOWN: Wullie Rodger fl oors his opponent  Photo by Kevin McGlynn
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Rugby

Indoor football
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Athletics

Sports centre

LOCHABER Rugby Club’s new 
pitch at Banavie will see its first 
game held on Boxing Day at the 
end of a 14-month upgrade.  

The club will officially take up 
residence on their home ground 
again following the senior team’s 
lengthy spell playing at the Black 
Parks in Inverlochy.

Junior players Alistair MacRae 
and Ben Fulford will pipe the 
teams out before kick-off the 
annual  president’s match, with 
special festive celebrations in 
the clubhouse planned after the 
game.

The club’s Banavie pitch has 
been out of use since September 
2013, when it was closed for ex-
tensive resurfacing work. 

During this period, the senior 

FORT William manager Calum 
MacLean says his side will 
return to action fresh and full of 
confidence, after an unplanned 
two-week break due to postpone-
ments.

Last Saturday’s match away 
to Turriff United was called 
off becasue of a frozen pitch, 
following the cancellation of the 
previous week’s game at home 

THE GOON Squad remain five 
points clear of Lochaber Leisure 
at the top of the Ali Young 
indoor football league, after a 
9-5 win against Barcelochy.

On the final day of fixtures 
before the teams head off on 
their two-week Christmas break, 
Lochaber Leisure kept up the 
pressure with a 10-4 defeat of 
Inverlochy United on Sunday, 
while the Volley remain close 
behind in third place, after 
winning 8-2 against Ali Young’s 
team.

Fiorentina Turner had a hard-
fought 3-2 win over HWE, whilst 
in another very close game, 
Portowcy beat Harlem Globe 
Stoaters by the same scoreline.  

Other matches saw Nevis 
Range win 5-2 against Outer 
Milan and MHB win 5-2 against 
Barowcy.

THE LEWIS sports centre 
celebrated its 10th anniversary 
on Saturday, with Western Isles 
councillor Alasdair MacLeod 
describing it as ‘a tremendous 
success story’ of the past decade.

The centre in Stornoway has 
hosted a number of major events 
since it opened in December 
2004, including the Olympic 
Torch Relay, and was designated 
as the regional sports facility 
for the Outer Hebrides by 
sportscotland.

Several successful athletes 
from across the country have 
learned their trade there 
including Kara Hanlon - current-
ly number 10 in the UK over 100 
metre breaststroke - plus runners 
Connor MacLean and Michael 
MacMillan.

Among the centre’s modern 
facilities are an astroturf football 
pitch, swimming pool, running 
track and games hall.

IT WAS another victorious 
weekend for Finlay Wild, 
who came first in Lochaber 
Athletic Club’s Appin hill race 
on Sunday.

With the runners keen to get 
back into action after a fortnight 
off, Wild was over the line in 
28 minutes and 6 seconds, with 
Tom Smith coming second in 30 
minutes and 13 seconds.

Steve MacDonald was third 
in 32 minutes and 12 seconds, 
while the first lady home was 
Edie Hemstock, finishing in 36 
minutes and 13 seconds.

Top 20 finishers (Lochaber 
Athletic Club unless otherwise 
stated): 1 Finlay Wild 28:06; 
2 Tom Smith 30:13; 3 Steve 
MacDonald 32:12; 4 Tim Brand 
35:19; 5 Aidan Donnelly 35:29; 
6 Michael Bell 35:56; 7 Gavin 
MacMillan 36:01; 8 Ali Kennedy 
36:07; 9 Edie Hemstock 36:13; 
10 Hughie Macintosh 36:16; 
11 Finlay Walton, Westerlands 
Cross Country, 36:18; 12 Neil 
Waslidge, unattached, 36:21; 
13 Nick Charlton, RCS Cycles, 
36:37; 14 Sarah MacKenzie 
36:47; 15 Lewis Fyffe 36:53; 16 
Andy Craig 37:22; 17 Barrie 
MacKinnon 38:24; 18 Ronnie 
Turner 38:35; 19 Jonathan Weir 
40:42; 20 Michael Connolly 
40:53.

New rugby 
pitch to be 
opened at 
Banavie on
Boxing Day

PITCHING IN: Lochaber Rugby Club’s all-new pitch will be opened 
on Boxing Day after being closed for 14 months.  It is seen before 

(above) and after (right) the resurfacing work.

and women’s teams trained for 
much of the year at the Black 
Parks, while the youths used the 
King George V Park in Fort Wil-
liam, but during the dark winter 
nights all teams had to share 
Lochaber high school’s astroturf 
pitches. 

Alistair MacKinnon, president 
of Lochaber Rugby Club, said: 
‘The club is looking forward 
to being back at Banavie on a 
regular basis and would like 
to thank the players, coaches and 
supporters for putting up with all 
the disruption. 

‘The impact of being away from 
Banavie hit the club hard on and 

off the pitch, causing disruption 
to training for the senior players 
as well as making it challenging 
to try and accommodate youth 
games.  

‘Training on the high school 
astroturf meant that they were 
unable to do any contact training 

‘The impact of being 
away from Banavie 
hit the club hard on 
and off  the pitch’

which wasn’t helpful to the team 
for proper pre-match prepara-
tion, which definitely had an 
impact on the scores last season 
as well as player moral.  

‘The players’ patience has paid 
off in the long run, as the pitch 
is now properly established and 

strong enough to take a scrum.’
The president’s match on De-

cember 26 will kick-off at 2pm, 
with both teams led out by the 
club’s primary 6-7 player of the 
year Fergus Beradelli, who will 
carry the match ball and present 
it to both captains.

After-match celebrations in the 
clubhouse will see live music, 
a champagne toast, Christmas 
jumper competition and raffle, 
with a ball signed by the current 
Scotland squad as a prize.

Free soup and a roll will be 
provided for all attendees .

Fort William manager 
hoping for four in a row

to Deveronvale, delaying his 
side’s chances to continue their 
fairytale winning run.

Fort inflicted consecutive 
defeats on Buckie Thistle, Keith 
and Huntly last month to make 
it three wins in a row for only 
the second time in their history 
and they now have the chance 
to make it a record-breaking 
four when Inverurie Locos visit 
Claggan Park this Saturday.

MacLean is certain that his side 
can carry on where they left off.

He said: ‘I think the squad has 
started to click. Everybody’s 
confident and on a high at the 
moment.

‘We have to keep ahead of Keith 
in the league and keep picking up 
points.

‘Inverurie are a good side and 

anyone will come to Claggan and 
find it hard to play against us.

‘We are quietly confident; we’ve 
got to be.’

Midfielders Sean Ellis and 
Stuart Vance will be available 
to start their first matches, both 
in their second spells with the 
club, since re-signing short-term 
contracts which will keep them at 
Claggan until mid-January.

MacLean added: ‘The boys 
haven’t had a game yet and I’m 
hoping the weather doesn’t scup-
per their deals but they are raring 
to go.

‘There is still a buzz about the 
place and we are still on for four 
in a row.’Calum MacLean

THERE were mixed fortunes for three local 
youngsters competing at Durie’s boxing club, 
Glasgow, on Sunday.

Lochaber Phoenix boxing club’s Dan Nixon 
continued his fine form with a defeat of the more 
experienced Connor MacLeod from Granite 
City boxing club.

Despite the latter’s superior height and reach, 
Nixon dominated and landed a number of crucial 
close-range left and right hooks to win the fight, 
in what was a very physical and draining contest 
throughout. Robert MacDonald’s great recent 
run was brought to an end with a loss by points 
decision to Robert Hewitt from Durie’s. 

Both were on the offensive throughout but de-
spite MacDonald’s clever footwork, he lost over 
three rounds to a strong opponent.

Lochaber’s Kein Johnstone took on Durie’s 
Keiron Yardley in an exhibition match the same 
night, with the former using it as a chance to put 
training techniques into practise. After a spirited 

Football Boxing

Mixed fortunes for three 
local boxing youngsters

match, the two opponents got a tremendous 
reception from the Glasgow crowd.

The previous weekend in Perth saw the 
Lochaber Phoenix fighters go unbeaten, with 
Mark Gillespie, Cameron Whyte and Robert 
MacDonald all victorious. December 5 saw 
middleweight Gillespie deliver a very strong 
performance against Joseph Kuper from the Fair 
City amateur boxing club, in which he won every 
round.

The following night, 12-year-old Whyte defeat-
ed Granite City boxing club’s Phoenix MacNeil, 
while MacDonald was the winner in a bout 
against Connor MacLeod from the same city. 
Following last week’s events, the Scottish Inter-
mediate championships will take place during 
the last weekend of January and will involve a 
number of competitors from Lochaber boxing 
club.

Finlay wins Appin 
hill race

Goon Squad are 
team to beat

Sports centre 
celebrates 10th 
anniversary

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 02.58 3.3 08.31 1.7 15.09 3.5 21.32 1.6
Fri 03.42 3.5 09.26 1.5 15.53 3.6 22.12 1.4
Sat 04.22 3.7 10.17 1.3 16.34 3.8 22.51 1.2
Sun 05.01 3.9 11.03 1.1 17.13 3.9 23.30 0.9
Mon 05.39 4.0 11.49 0.9 17.51 4.0  **.**  *.*
Tues 00.10 0.8 06.17 4.1 12.36 0.8 18.29 4.0
Wed 00.53 0.7 06.57 4.1 13.21 0.7 19.10 3.9
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

Thursday Heavy rain
 Winds strong westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 7ºC.

Friday Cloudy with light rain
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 7ºC.

Weekend Light rain showers Saturday
Outlook Heavy rain on Sunday
 Winds strong north westerly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 8ºC.

Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday, December 18, 2014 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on 
the right. All times are GMT (add one hour BST)

WEATHER TIDAL INFORMATION

FRIDAY

28
7

6
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