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Females to the fore as Tighnabruaich gains new lifeboat

Old school 
may become 
new homes
Council leader confirms talks 
with housing association 

A YOUNG driver who allegedly 
raced through Taynuilt at more 
than twice the speed limit has 
been reported to the procurator 

The 21-year-old man, from 
Oldham, was arrested at 2.50am 

who charged him with driving at 
75mph through a 30mph speed 
limit on the A85.

The man was also charged with 
driving a motor vehicle without 
consent of the owner, driving 
without a valid licence, driving 
with no insurance and failing to 
stop when instructed to do so by 
police.

Driver caught at 
more than twice 
30mph limit in 
Taynuilt

AN ALL-female crew has launched the Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution’s (RNLI) newest 
lifeboat in Tighnabruaich.  

The Atlantic 85 class inshore lifeboat, RNLB 
James and Helen Mason, was taken for a spin by 
the four female members of the Cowal station at 

There are currently only 70 women among the 

Kim Thomas, 27, took the helm for the dem-
onstration. Kim’s father was a founding member 
of Tighnabruaich lifeboat station and her cousin, 

was joined on board at the launch by 27-year-olds 

-

dedication during the ceremony.
The new lifeboat replaces the Atlantic 75 class 

lifeboat, which has been on station since 1998. 
The 85 is faster and can carry four crew, instead 

The all-female launch crew, from left: Lynsey Brown, Heather Mitchell, Kim Thomas and Shona Moss. 

A83 report says 
cheapest is best

-
bling town centre school build-
ing in Oban into social housing, 
prompting concern from the 
town’s business community.

Argyll and Bute Council’s lead-

that the authority is in discus-
sions with Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA) 
over the future of the site, after 
The Oban Times learned plans 
for a potential re-use of the site 
had been drawn up.

He said: ‘We are currently in 
discussions with ACHA and 
looking at possibilities for the 
site.’

News of the discussions come 
as the council continues to have 

de-list the Grade B protected 
building, with private enterprise 
not interested in meeting the 
£475,000 asking price.

Car park
However, local retailers say 

the site could be better used as a 
large-scale, multi-storey car park 
or even to offer greater services 
for the town centre.

One retailer said: ‘It would be 

a site for a car park.  I know we 
have the Tesco car park but there 

park would be a boost for the 
town centre and local business.

‘To put more and more hous-
ing in the town is pointless if 
you don’t have the facilities to 
service the businesses. You must 

houses.’
The newly elected chairman 

of BID4Oban, John Forteith, 
expressed his hope the local 
authority would discuss the 
needs of local traders before 

coming to a decision on the fate 

He said: ‘The BID position 
would be to seek clarity with 
the council as to its intentions 
and to interact with the business 
community on this.’

building standards team have 
declared the old school safe after 
an inspection earlier this month.

A spokeswoman said: ‘It is se-
cure against entry, the buildings 
externally are showing no signs 
of structural defects and there 

are no loose materials affecting 
any external elements. 

The buildings are not consid-
ered dangerous.’

in 1894 and was used as a school 
until 2007, when repeated prob-
lems with the building’s roof 
meant pupils were moved to the 
new Joint Primary Campus in 

since, but has recently been 

exercise. 

AN ARGYLL woman from a 

community councillor to quiz 

wind farms.

Avich, a member of Avich and 
Kilchrenan Community Coun-
cil, has returned from Geneva, 
where she spoke of her concerns 
that the UK and the EU were 
misleading the public over the 

Representing her community 
council, she told the UN’s Eco-
nomic Commission for Europe’s 
Compliance Committee that no-
one had been able to prove the 

wind farms, adding the onus was 
on government and developers 
to prove the claims.

The 69-year-old said: ‘When it 
was discovered there was a route 
by which ordinary people could 
go and hold them to account 
it seemed absolutely the right 
thing to do.’

Argyll woman 
takes wind farm 
views to EU chiefs

Festive deadlines
over the festive period are:
Friday, December 21 (for 
issue dated December 27) 
and Friday, December 28 (for 
issue dated January 3).

on Tuesday, December 25 and 
Wednesday, December 26 
plus Tuesday, January 1 and 
Wednesday, January 2.

A REPORT on possible solu-
tions to landslides on the A83 
has recommended the cheapest 
- and least effective - option.

In a report to the A83 Task 

Jacobs put forward six options to 
deal with ongoing landslides at 
the Rest and Be Thankful, with 
costs varying from £9million to 
£520million.

-
tish Government pursue its ‘Red 
Option’, at £9-10million, which 

better drainage on the road and 
increased vegetation; the latter 
of which could take 30 years to 
have an effect.

reduce’ closures as a result of a 
landslide, the report said. 

All but one of the other options 
would mean landslides would 
have a ‘negligible’ impact on  
the road, but only two were 
investigated further. 

A ‘Green Corridor’ would 
cost between £27-91million and 
would see a new 4km road on 
the opposite side of the valley 
following the forestry route. 
The cheaper option could be 
susceptible to landslides. 

The ‘Yellow Corridor’ would 
provide a new section of road, 
partly on a viaduct, offset 
slightly from the existing A83. 
This would cost between £83-
95million. 

Options not examined further 

£105-120million, a tunnel 
costing £460-520million, and a 
road running parallel to the Old 

£66-75million.

other areas of landslide risk on 
the A83.

Transport minister Keith 
Brown said: ‘I now look to the 
Taskforce members to digest the 

The festive lights of Oban’s Station Square shine through the seasonally dark and frosty evenings as the town prepares 
for Christmas and Hogmanay celebrations. Photo: Dennis Hardley Photography

Starting this week

Review of
the Year 2012
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The Flower 

HOUSE
Flowers for all occasions...

We wish our customers 
a very Merry Christmas 
and a Healthy 2013

43 Stevenson Street, Oban,
Argyll PA34 5NA
Telephone: 01631 570966
www.obanflowerhouse.co.uk

Calum MacLeod
Building Contractor Limited

Merry Christmas 
And a Happy New Year

• Brick/Blockwork
•  Render/Roughcast 
• Stonework
• Groundworks
• General Maintanance

Phone 01631 566323
Mobile 07979805407

NEWSAGENTS
Oban Railway 

Station
Opening Hours

Mon-Sat
07.15-18.00

Amanda and Andy 
would like to wish all 

their customers a merry 
Christmas and 

a Happy New Year
Tel: 07934 

528857

THE ESPLANADE
POST OFFICE

Christmas greetings are being 
sent to our loyal customers!

Lynn, Colin and Sharon would like 
to wish all or customers a very 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

01631 562430

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
www.smallpaws.co.uk

Season’s Greetings
to all our friends and supporters 

from all at Argyll Animal Aid

T. BARBOUR LTD
Railway Pier, Oban

Telephone: 01631 562849

Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year to all 

our customers!

KEVIN MCINNES
FLOOR COVERINGS

Tel: 01631 565839
Mob: 07745 264403
WISHING ALL MY CUSTOMERS A 
VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

Lorn Lines
PUPILS from Oban High School have been visit-
ing vineyards and tasting local specialities on an 
exchange trip to France.

Two teachers accompanied 11 senior pupils for 
a week-long trip to Lons-le-Saunier in France as 
part of an exchange programme that has been 

made their way through the mountain scenery 
to the town of Lons-le-Saunier where their hosts 
awaited them in the Lycée Jean-Michel.

During the week the group took part in many 
different cultural activities and had the opportu-
nity to hear and speak a great deal of French.  

They said ‘some of the highlights included 
visiting Dijon where they tasted local specialities 
and visiting local vineyards’.

Helen Hope, principal teacher of languages, 
said: ‘Thanks go to the pupils and their families 
for their participation. 

‘Also we would like to thank the various 
organisations and people from Oban who have 
sponsored our trip and enabled our pupils to have 
such a worthwhile experience and to make long-
lasting friendships.’

The group also worked with French students 
to produce eight sketches which were performed 

on the last day there. Pupils stayed with French 
families and were a ‘real credit’ to their own 
families and to Oban High School.

A similar sized group will now travel to Oban 
from France in March to be hosted by families 
and the school here.

MEMBERS and friends of Oban Speakers Club enjoyed an excellent annual dinner, held this year 
in Coast. 

After an enjoyable meal, served by friendly and helpful staff, they then enjoyed an interesting and 

This was followed a fortnight later by their regular meeting when chairman Tom Clegg introduced 

Clegg.
In the second half, topics chairman Willie Melville made sure most of these members worked 

McPhail.
Timekeeper for the evening was Frank Walton and the general evaluator was Eamonn Arthur. 
Meetings will resume after the festive season on January 10.

Air cadets from Oban have been receiving special awards to mark their hard work and volun-
teering efforts. Cadets from 2521 (Oban High School) Squadron received their Saltire Awards 

certificates from councillor Maurice Cory, the armed forces and veterans champion (right), in the 
presence of Wing Commander Brian Munro, the officer commander for the Highland wing of the 

Air Training Corps. The Saltire Awards is a programme endorsed by the Scottish Government 
and run locally by Argyll Voluntary Action. It is designed to recognise the achievements of 

young people who take part in volunteering. If you are interested in gaining an award contact 
Argyll Voluntary Action at 21 High Street or visit www.saltireawards.org.uk. 

NAKITA Harley and Andrew McFarlane, both 

annual badge day fundraiser in Oban recently.
The event helps to raise money for the 

to enhance the quality of life for serving and 

they are in need. 
Safety

As well as raising spirits by exchanging 
donations for badges declaring support for the 

their mind this Christmas. 

to prevent accidents are available by phoning 
0800 0731 999 or by sending a text to 61611.

Pictured with Nakita and Andrew are, from left, 
Ian Murphy, Matthew Huggets, David Roberts, 

crew commander Davy Wood and crew 
commander John Sweeney. 16_t50fire1

SCOUTS from Oban have been tidying up 
around the town as part of their community 
challenge award.

The 1st Argyll (Lorn) Scouts have been getting 
their litter pickers out and cleaning up areas they 

the youngsters helped tidy the shortcut from 
Tesco car park to the top of High Street and 

Dunollie woods. The shortcut area, although 
small, produced 14 full black bags of rubbish and 
the Dunollie woods produced eight. 

The Scouts said the type of rubbish collected 
showed them the drinking in public areas law in 
Oban is not working. 

The challenge was to help the group work 

one Scout has now achieved.

THIS stunning photograph of the sun 

by people around the world after winning 
a competition.

Emma Byers, of Tayinloan, won The 
Scottish Salmon Company’s (SSC) 
annual photography competition with her 
snap taken when returning home from 

The competition, which is open to SSC 

staff and their families, saw Camilla 
MacDonald win second prize for her 
picture of Loch Na Keel, Mull, and Peter 
Cassels, an IT systems support analyst, 
come third with an image of Loch Fyne.

Emma, a production and sales 
planner, will now see her photo used on 
promotional literature and on the SSC 
website which is seen by customers and 
buyers around the world.

She said: ‘I don’t take a lot of photos 
and have never entered the competition 
before, so this was a very lucky shot. 

‘We were coming home by boat after 
a day with my brother-in-law and his 

such a perfect sunset I’m glad I got the 
picture.’

Rosanna Pile, of SSC, added: ‘Every 
year we get some fantastic entries and 

this year the standard was especially 
high. We work in some stunning settings 
and the task is to produce a picture that 
connects them to the place where they 
live and work. 

‘This year’s winner, Emma Byers, took 
a shot of an amazing sunset and it was 
chosen because of the way it captures 

sea.’

MORE than £1.5 million has 
been awarded to projects up and 
down the west coast which will 
help regenerate communities.

The Coastal Communities 
Fund is a scheme which will see 
millions of pounds handed out 
around the country from Crown 
Estate revenues. 

announced by chief secretary 
to the treasury the Right 
Honourable Danny Alexander.

These include £283,341 to 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
towards the redevelopment of 
Ardveenish Harbour in Barra 

Heritage Trust to redevelop the 
old harbour. 

Comhairle leader Angus 
Campbell said: ‘This is very 
welcome news. The Comhairle 
recognised the importance of a 
safe, secure harbour at Ardveenish 
and the development of harbour 

infrastructure in the area was 
agreed by the Comhairle in 2009 

employment and develop other 
important economic activity in a 
fragile island area.’

Argyll and Bute Council has 

£369,199 for new water sports 
and apprenticeships schemes 
and Skye Sailing Club was 
given £358,708 to renovate the 
boat house in Portree, create 
jobs, tourism and provide 
training opportunities for local 
industries.

Development of the Kintyre 
Way has also been made a 
priority with £240,000 awarded 
to The Long and Winding Way 
Company Limited.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan 
Reid said: ‘I congratulate 
these local groups on their 
successful bids. These awards 
will help important projects.

the Crown Estate are now being 
returned to coastal communities 
instead of ending up in the 
coffers at Westminster and 
Holyrood.’

Lochaber Fisheries Trust was 
given £75, 882 to ensure the 
long-term viability of historic 

facilities. Announcing a further 
£4 million to be available to 
Scottish projects for the next 
round of funding in the new 
year, Danny Alexander said: 
‘From Skye to Cumbrae, 
communities across Scotland 

up on Colonsay, I know both the 
opportunities and the challenges 
coastal communities face. 
This funding can make a real 
difference to the winning areas 
and help them become more 
economically sustainable.’

West coast 
projects gain 
over £1.5 million
Barra harbour plan awarded £283,341

A FORMER Oban High School 
pupil had his culinary skills rec-
ognised at a prestigious awards 

Scott Smith, 23, took the run-
ner-up spot in the young chef of 

Restaurant Awards.
Scott is a sous chef at Cail 

He worked at the Manor House 
Hotel in Oban before moving to 

He said: ‘It was my boss that 
put me up for the award. I didn’t 
know about it until after I was 
put forward so I had to get my 
head down. It was nice of them 
to think I could have done it.

‘I am happy with runner up 
though, it was a good night. I 
don’t blame them, the girl that 
won is really talented. She nailed 
her dishes on the day.’

He added: ‘I used to work at the 
Manor House in Oban but there 
was no scope to go any further. 

‘Everyone had been there for 
years so I decided to head to the 
city and try my luck getting a job 

with one of the bigger restau-
rants – I’m glad I did. I’ve been 
at Cail Bruich for three years. 
I’m currently the sous chef and 
the restaurant has recently been 
awarded its second AA Rosette 
and had a visit from a Michelin 
inspector too. Very exciting 
times for the place.’

Scott has worked in Glasgow’s 
Cail Bruich for three years.

Oban’s Scott pipped at post for 

Barra landing strip defends ‘best’ title
BARRA’S world-famous beach landing strip will this month defend 
its title as the best landing strip in the world in a public vote.

Air charter company Private Fly has compiled a list of more than 
30 unusual airport approaches which includes runways on mountain 
slopes, tropical islands and major cities.   Barra faces strong com-
petition from Amsterdam Schiphol, Bermuda, Hong Kong, Cape 
Town and Rio de Janeiro. You can vote for Barra, at: http://www.

Oban 

Music

20 Argyll Square, Oban 
Tel: 01631 566304     jean@obanmusic.com

Oban Music would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all their loyal customers in 2012 and we wish 
you a Very Merry Christmas and Prosperous 2013



Thursday 20 December, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk 3NEWS
OT

JAMIE
MCGRIGOR

Highlands & 
Islands MSP

Contact Jamie at 
his Regional Office: 

61 Chalmers St, 
Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX. 
Tel: 01546 606586.

or e-mail:
Email: jamie.mcgrigor.msp@

scottish.parliament.uk

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

For a special present at Christmas give a 
Manor House Gift Voucher 

Overlooking the harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban • 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com

POLICE have arrested a man 
accused of stealing a pensioner’s 
purse in Benderloch.

The alleged theft took place 
at 9.20am last Thursday when 
the 36-year-old man is said to 
have removed the purse from a 
bus after it was left behind by a 
71-year-old woman. 

A MAN who almost caused a 
head-on collision with a police 
car has been charged with care-
less driving.

The 53-year-old was driving 
near Tyndrum last Wednesday 
afternoon and allegedly drove 
on the wrong side of the car-
riageway into the path of a police 
vehicle.

SCOTTISH rail staff are to strike 
on Christmas Eve after workers 
voted in favour of carrying out 
industrial action.

there would be 24 hour action 
on December 22 and 24 over the 
‘victimisation and dismissal of a 
member’ of Scotrail staff.

Bob Crow, RMT general 
secretary, said: ‘RMT members 
will not sit back and watch while 
their colleagues are picked off in 
this fashion by a management 

without a single shred of evi-
dence to support their case and 
that is why RMT had no choice 
but to announce this programme 
of action.’

ALL STAFF at Clyde Coast-
guard have left the building after 
operations were handed over to 
other stations last month.

Most staff had moved out of 
Clyde by November 20 but a 
small contingent remained to 
provide back up for Belfast and 
Stornoway – that safety net was 
removed on Tuesday.

The move came as a blow to 
campaigners who say the closure 
‘will affect the safety of people 
on the west coast of Scotland’.

Clyde Maritime Rescue and 
Co-ordination Centre (MRCC 
Clyde) at Greenock covered 
an extensive operational area 
including Argyll and Bute’s 
coastline.

on December 31.

TWO OBAN-based groups have 
shared part of a £100,000 grant 
thanks to one of the town’s tyre 
companies.

Kerrie’s Tyre Service 
nominated the Ryan MacPhail 
Memorial Fund and the First 
Steps Nursery to receive a dona-
tion from international supplier 
Kumho Tyres, through its Cash 
for Causes campaign.

The Ryan MacPhail Memo-
rial Fund, which donates to local 
causes, received £350 and First 
Steps Nursery was granted £150 
to spend on play equipment.

Oban groups share 
tyre company cash

Driver charged 
after near miss 
with police car

Train strike on 
Christmas Eve

Doors close at 
Clyde Coastguard

Benderloch purse 
lifted from bus

A DISPUTE over the sacking 
of Argyll and Bute Council’s 
former communications man-
ager is to go to an employment 
tribunal after an appeal was 
rejected.

Appeal

councillors met at Kilmory last 

week to consider the appeal by 
Jo Smith, who was dismissed in 
August despite being cleared of 
false allegations she used social 
network websites to ‘spy’ on 
council critics.

She was instead dismissed on 
a charge of bringing the council 
into disrepute for using the 

word ‘spy’ in a presentation last 
September.

The hearing was the third and 

via the authority. Considering 
the case was Conservative 
councillor David Kinniburgh, 
Gordon Blair and Sandy Taylor 
of the SNP, Liberal  Democrat 

Rory Colville and independent 
councillor James McQueen. 

However, after a four and a 
half hour meeting, the panel 
decided to uphold the council’s 
decision to dismiss Ms Smith. 

Ms Smith said she was 
unable to comment, but Paul 
Holleran, Scottish organiser of 

the National Union for Journal-
ists (NUJ), said: ‘The NUJ is 
very surprised and of course 
disappointed by Argyll and 
Bute Council’s decision and 
continues to support Jo Smith’s 
challenge against her dismissal. 

‘We believe Jo was unfairly 
dismissed and have lodged a 

claim at the Employment Tribu-
nal Service on her behalf.’ 

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council told The 
Oban Times: ‘It would not be 
appropriate for the council to 
comment.’

The tribunal is likely to be 
heard early next year.  

Argyll and Bute Council ‘spygate’ on course for employment tribunal

Drivers on Oban’s one-way Tweeddale Street were forced back against the flow of traffic on Monday 
after a huge jet of water burst from the mains under the road.  Scottish Water was already repairing 
the main underneath the road when a powerful jet of water shot upwards from the pipe. Witnesses 

say the jet of water went higher than the roof of the nearby three-story Woodside Hotel. Scottish 
Water staff quickly brought the burst under control, before reinstating the road on Tuesday.

Oban water spout closes road

A FISH farm developer has been 
accused of being ‘extremely eco-
nomical with the truth’ over its 
consultation exercise for a large 
development on Loch Etive. 

Scottish company Dawnfresh 
recently lodged a planning appli-
cation to establish a £2.5million, 
14-pen rainbow trout farm on the 
loch, which would stretch south-
east from Airds Point to parallel 
with the Muckairn Castle jetty.  
‘Full community consultation’ 

Reacting to concerns from 
the community the farm would 
damage one of Scotland’s 
most stunning natural beauty 

manager, Gideon Pringle, said 
none of the concerns were raised 
during ‘thorough, full and wide 
community consultation, includ-
ing two open days’.

Ardchattan, Connel and 
Taynuilt community councils 

Loch Etive 

have criticised Dawnfresh’s 
position, criticising in particular 
the decision to hold the Taynuilt 
public meeting at the Brander 
Lodge Hotel – nearly three miles 
from the village.

In a joint letter to The Oban 
Times, signed by Connel Com-
munity Council secretary Les 
Stewart, the community councils 

said: ‘Dawnfresh held two ‘pub-
lic consultations’ on their ideas 

One was at Brander Lodge, on 
May 1, 2012 from 9am to 1pm; 
the other was at North Connel 
Village Hall on the same day, 
from 2pm till 8pm. 

‘If Dawnfresh thought holding 
a consultation at Brander Lodge 
constituted an ‘open day’ for 
Taynuilt, they are being disin-
genuous to say the least. 

‘Mr Pringle goes on to say that 
‘no concerns have been made to 
Dawnfresh’. This is untrue.’

-
nity councillors had ‘made clear’ 
to the company their concerns 
over noise, visual intrusion and 
potential pollution.

He added: ‘This company is 
being extremely economical 
with the truth to satisfy their 
commercial interests.’

Mr Pringle has accused the 
community councillors of hav-
ing a ‘change of heart’ adding 
the Brander Lodge Hotel was a 
‘suitable venue’.

‘There’s been a very, very 
large change of heart,’ he said. 
‘Until this kicked off last week, 
we only had one person, Keith 
Macmillan, say he wasn’t happy 
with it.

‘We have done everything 
very correctly. We could have 
held consultations in Oban, but 
that’s not at all how we choose 
to work.’

Mr Pringle said fewer than 20 
homes in Taynuilt were directly 
contacted about the proposal 
for the farm and was unable 
to say how many in total were 
contacted.  

He added: ‘Etive has been a 
working loch for some time.  
The site this is going on was 
originally the site for the very 

-
land.  Until recently, it was the 
site of a mussel farm.  

‘It is an emotive subject, but 
this is about a Scottish business 
trying to grow. The reason for 
this proposal is to have a site 
that’s competitive in the global 
market.’

Representations on the appli-
cation must be with Argyll and 
Bute Council by December 27.

This company is 
being extremely 
economical with 
the truth.
Les Stewart, 
chairman Connel 
Community 
Council

MOTORISTS speeding through 
roadworks on the A82 near 
Bridge of Orchy will cause a 
death unless they heed warning 
signs, according to the local 

PC Iain Young is based at 
Dalmally Police Station but his 
beat includes Bridge of Orchy, 
where Morrison Construction 
is currently working to replace 
Allt Chonoglais Bridge on the 
outskirts of the village.

Flouting speed limits 
Workers have complained to 

police about the behaviour of 

temporary 30mph speed limit 
and driving in the middle of the 
road.

PC Young said: ‘There are 
ample warnings of the road-
works and the 30mph speed 
limit, starting around two miles 
before the entrance to Bridge of 

sign. 
‘But a lot of vehicles skid to a 

halt when they realise there are 
workers trying to cross the road 

or are driving their JCBs near 
the bridge.

‘Not only are motorists speed-
ing, but some are driving in the 
middle of the carriageway. If 
they don’t slow down, someone 
is going to be killed.’

On Monday PC Young and a 
colleague conducted a speed 
trap on the south side of the 
bridge and in just four hours 
caught 25 people travelling at 
least 10mph above the speed 
limit.

Among those stopped were 
two drivers travelling at double 
the 30mph speed limit, who 
have been charged with danger-
ous driving. 

Another four have been 

for speeding.
Oban police will now provide 

a regular presence on the ap-
proach to the site in a bid to curb 
incidences of speeding near to 
the work site.

The work at Allt Chonoglais 
Bridge is scheduled to be com-
plete by August 2013.

A fatality just waiting to 
happen at Bridge of Orchy 
roadworks say local police

OBAN’S most senior police of-

unusually high levels of public 
disorder during the festive sea-
son so far.

Chief inspector Brian Auld 
said he will increase patrols in 
the town centre during weekend 
party nights following a ‘disap-
pointing’ number of incidents 
last weekend.

Nine men were arrested over 
last weekend – the busiest 
weekend of party nights so far 
this winter – and there were 
further reports of disobedience 
that remain undetected.

In one incident, at 1.30am 
on Saturday, four men aged 
between 19 and 24 were arrested 

Hours earlier a 22-year-old man 
had been arrested for conducting 
himself in a disorderly manner 
in Stevenson Street.

At 12.30am on Sunday a 27-
year-old man was arrested for 
threatening violence towards 
another man and at 3.20am that 
day a 21 year old was arrested 
for disorder offences. 

Chief inspector Auld said the 
number of incidents of disorderly 
behaviour had been higher than 
in previous years.

He added: ‘People need to 
know their own capabilities for 
the consumption of alcohol and 
it is disappointing that these 
incidents have ruined nights out 
for others.

‘Acts of violence will not 
be tolerated and there will be 
increased patrols over the next 
few weeks.’

Police warn 
festive
revellers

to drive he put his car 20 yards 
off the road and through a fence 
near Taynuilt could be placed on 
a drug testing order.

Derek Darrah, 35, of 8 Lorn 
Avenue, Oban, admitted the 
charge when he appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

Darrah also admitted being in 
the curtilage of a house in Cor-
ran Brae, Oban with intent to 
commit theft on November 15.

Darrah, who had been in 
custody since November 16, was 
sentenced to 60 days in prison, 
backdated to when he was taken 
into custody. 

Sentence was deferred on the 
driving matter.

Oban man jailed 
for 60 days

threatening to kill them and 
making abusive phone calls 
resulted in one Oban man nar-
rowly escaping jail last week.

James Hendry, 31, of room 
one, Willowdene Guest House, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban was 
ordered to carry out 200 hours 
of unpaid work within 18 
months when he appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

Hendry was also in court for 
making threatening phone calls 
on June 21, the court heard 

he had threatened to ‘get’ his 
victim with a shovel.

Sentencing on Hendry had 
been deferred for the prepara-
tion of social work reports, he 
will now be supervised for a 
period of two years.

Sheriff John Herald said: 
‘With considerable hesitation 
I’m putting you on a community 
payback order but it’s going to 
be a thumper. If you breach it 
no matter who is sitting at this 
bench you will go to prison for 
a long time.’

Oban man narrowly 
escapes jail sentence

A GARDEN where people can 

longer with us is to be created at 
the new hospital on the Isle of 
Mull.

5,000 daffodils
A Field of Hope, in aid of Marie 

Curie Cancer Care, is to be es-
tablished at the new community 
hospital in Craignure with 5,000 
daffodil bulbs donated by West 
Highland Housing Association 
(WHHA).

Locals are now being asked to 
sponsor a bulb, available at £1 
each, to raise money for  Marie 
Curie Cancer Care nurses across 
the island.

Lesley McInnes, chief execu-
tive of WHHA, said: ‘WHHA 
make contributions to good local 
causes.

‘Planting at Mull PCC is part 
of this work and we are delighted 
to be able to donate the bulbs.’

There is also a new fundraising 
group for Marie Curie Cancer 

Care being set up on Mull. 
Anyone wishing to join the 
group or sponsor a bulb should 
either contact or send a cheque 
or postal order to the following 
address.

Vonnie Carson, community 
fundraising co-ordinator, Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, The Design 

Inverness, IV1 1SG. Or phone 
01463 238328.

Oban woman on 
assault charges
A YOUNG Oban woman is to 
stand trial accused of an assault 
which resulted in another female  
being kicked on the head, 
stamped on and bitten. Claire 
Morrison, 23, of 7e Miller Road, 
Oban denies the charge and will 
face trial at Oban Sheriff Court 
on February 20. She will appear 
again on February 5.
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Morvern Lines
WITH the festive season in full swing, it is interesting to look 
back to see how it was celebrated in Morvern not so very long 
ago. 

open on Christmas Day and there was even a house-to-house 
mail delivery up until the 1960s. So- called ‘Christmas’ parties 
were generally left until early January.

The most notable events were the traditional shinty matches 
held on the ‘New’ or the ‘Old’ New Year. ‘Ag iomain bhall air 
La Callain, C’ait’ eil coimeas ris ‘s an Eorpa’ (Playing shinty on 
New Year’s Day, where is its like in the whole of Europe?) was 
a common saying among the Gaelic speakers of the district. 

New Year shinty matches were played at Acharn and 

na Comair’ near the river. Players came from the Black and 
White Glens, Arienas, Achadha na Gamhna, Inniemore and 
Inniebeg and refreshments were taken after every goal. 

Bagpipes were always in evidence and usually a dance took 

women, young and old. 
On January 16 1874, two teams of 30 men on each side played 

for three and a half hours and were reported afterwards to have 

Valentine Smith, the generous proprietor of Ardtornish Estate, 
who also donated prize money to the winning teams. 

Considering that most of these places now lie empty and 
wasted it beggars belief to think they could produce so many 
active and able-bodied men. 

In January 1906 several teams from Bunavullin, Glasdrum, 

Mungosdail House to battle it out. Mr Alex Cameron and Mr 
Alex Ferguson, Glenmorvern, acted as captains. 

At half-time there were no goals but in the second half 
Charles Urmston, the popular proprietor of Glenmorvern 
Estate, scored twice. Pipe music and refreshments on a grand 
scale, were supplied by Mr Urmston during the game and later 
when the players and spectators met for a dance in a nearby 
barn. By 1918 New Year shinty matches were over with a local 
correspondent blaming ‘new ideas’, although war deaths and the 
corresponding loss of community vitality would have been a 

On Tuesday December 30 1914, Mrs Alexander Craig 
Sellar gave all the children in Lochaline and Ardtornish her 
customary ‘Christmas treat’, which on this occasion included a 
‘cinematograph’ display. 

The event took place in a wooden and corrugated-iron hall 
beside Kinlochaline Castle built by her son the previous year 
as a social and recreational venue on the estate. Later the 
company were taken across to Ardtornish House in farm carts 
and ushered into the coal cellars where, according to one lady 
who remembered these events well, they dined on jellies and 
received sweets and red jerseys from Mrs Sellar who exhorted 
them to ‘eat plenty - but pocket none’.

THE 12,000 acre Laudale Estate on Loch Sunart-side, is 
reputed to be on the market. 

Laudale used to be the property of the Dukes of Argyll until 
they sold it in 1825 to a family of Maclachlans from Mull.  
Since then it has passed through the hands of several owners 
including the late Timothy Abel Smith of Woodhall Park, 
Hertfordshire, who bought it in 1956 for £17,500 after selling a 
site in Park Lane, Mayfair, on which the Hilton Hotel was built. 

There is still a wooded plot in a moss near Laudale House 
known as ‘The Duke’s Acre’. 

The estate was well known in the past for its sheep and cattle 
and a lead mine at Lurga in the Black Glen which was opened 
in the 1720s in association with the Strontian lead mines but 
closed about 20 years later. 

Iain Thornber.

Old Laudale House: the estate is reputed to be up for sale.

Mobile: 07901 620359 
House: 01546 602309

Ardshiel, Bishopton Road, Lochgilphead

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year to all our customers.

to launch his own app, keeping constituents up to 
date with what he is doing.

Michael Russell, MSP for Argyll and Bute and 
the Scottish education secretary, has launched an 
ios app which brings together local and national 
news as well as daily updates on Mr Russell’s 
work in the constituency. 

Mr Russell said: ‘The app is a novel new approach 
to both keeping constituents up to date and to 
ensure that I can be as accessible as possible.

MSP. I wasn’t aware of that until recently. We 
are continually looking for ways to communicate 
what we are doing and making the best use of new 
technologies to do so can be quite exciting.’ 

The app also lets consituents see another side of 
Mr Russell. 

A keen photographer, he uploads a new 
picture to Blipfoto every day – and has done 
so for the last couple of years. His daily 
‘blips’ with comments also feature in the app.
The free app will be available for download as a 
mobile version before Christmas.

AN OBAN Rotarian has recently 
returned from an international 

representative of the town to do 
so for around 40 years.

Graham Innes was one of 22 
Rotary Club members from 
across the country to take part 
in the 2012 Scotland to Canada 

to continue working the area may be 
lodged.

A meeting of Mull Community Council  
(MCC) heard suggestions that The 
Scottish Salmon Company (SSC) will 
apply for planning permission to alter the 

support its appeal at Loch Scridain.
Problems have arisen around the 

agreements made with SSC were not in 
the planning application. Chairman of 

MCC Steve Willis said: ‘The application 

thought they had agreed to.’
It is understood ‘the anchors are going 

creels’. 
The meeting heard the company 

is willing to apply for new planning 
permission ‘but they are looking for 
support for Loch Scridain’. 

But Mr Willis added: ‘They can’t hold 
us to ransom.’ 

SSC hope to have stock in the Gometra 
farm in April therefore any move of the 

cages and anchors wouldn’t take place 
until 2015 due to fallowing processes, the 
meeting claimed.

was putting in an appeal for the proposed 

Stewart McLelland, chief executive 
of SSC, said: ‘At no point in our recent 
discussions with Mull Fishermen’s 
Association has the SSC suggested that 
any future decision on what we do in 
relation to one farm location is affected by 
how we operate another farm location. 

‘We are quite clear that in any water 

system where we need to operate with 
other users it is not possible for a one stop 

‘We have been pleased about the 
collaborative nature and constructive 

suggestion of any desire on the SSC’s part 
to link any proposals together.

‘We will continue to keep local 
community representatives, including 
Mull Community Council, fully up to 
date with any further outcomes from 
this partnership-based approach as they 
arise.’

THOUSANDS of pounds have 
been awarded to help progress 
plans for a new community park 
on the Isle of Mull.

The Big Lottery Fund granted 
West Highland Housing 
Association £7,350 from its 
Investing in Ideas programme.

The money will fund a 
feasibility study into proposals 
for a new community park in 
Bunessan. The main aims of the 

1730 Lochaber Air Cadets Squadron boosted their funds with a Christmas craft fair and car boot 
sale in Caol Community Centre. Organiser Margaret Adam said on Monday that proceeds from the 
day totalled £466.66.  Above: the air cadets join Santa in his ‘grotto’ for an Oban Times photocall. 

20_f51air01

ROY BRIDGE residents – and many from further 
-

mas Fair in the local hall.
The £990 proceeds from the event, which was 

jointly organised by Roy Bridge Primary School 
PTA and the hall committee, will be spilt 50-50 

between the two organisations. The hall was 
packed by mid-morning with customers enjoying 
tea, coffee, hot soup, home baking and craft stalls.
Meanwhile, conditions outside were seasonal with 
around two inches of ice and snow covering the 
car park.

A STAFFIN Primary School 

Christmas card competition 
organised by Sabhal Mòr Ostaig 
(SMO) UHI. 

Isla MacLeod’s design was 
judged best of almost 450 
entries submitted by children in 
Gaelic medium primary schools 
and units.

P6 pupil Isla received a 
digital camera and copies of her 
winning design as a Christmas 
card, while the school was given 
a cheque for £150. 

Erin MacMillan of P3 at 
Condorrat Primary School in 
Cumbernauld was awarded 
second prize.

Lisa Moyes said: ‘We were 
delighted to receive entries from 
schools all over Scotland and 
the quantity and quality of them 

the winning designs. 
‘We would like to congratulate 

Isla and Erin and also thank all 
the pupils and schools who sent 
us pictures - the response was 
excellent.’

Santa’s elves – better known as Lynne Nairn and Mylene MacDonald – were helped at the cake stall 
by local children Ben Dignana, Sophie Nairn, Cara Venn-MacNeil and Mhairi MacColl. 20_f51roy01

Lisa Moyes presents Isla 
MacLeod with her winning 

design and prize. 

Air cadets boost funds at Christmas fair

pupil wins 
card design 
prize

Fish farm site changes 

Graham Innes.

Curling Tour. His selection 
made him only the second Oban 
Rotarian to take part; the previ-
ous representative was Archie 
Gillespie in the 1970s.

Captain for the four-week 
tour was Lockerbie’s Matt 
Murdoch, father of double world 
champion and twice Winter 
Olympian curler David. It took 
in 12 towns and cities, including 
Montreal, Ottawa and Toronto, 
and the Scots were victorious in 
both of their matches. Graham 
said: ‘The aim of the tour is to 

have been built up over 50 years 
of tours that have allowed both 
Scottish and Canadian Rotarians 
to enjoy good curling, good fel-
lowship and good fun in equal 
measure and to extend the hand 
of friendship and to further de-
velop the international goodwill 
that already exists between our 
two nations.’ 

study will be to identify the best 
location for the park, content and 
functions of the park and options 
for its ongoing management. 

The group is working in 
partnership with Mull and Iona 
Community Trust and Bunessan 
Play Group.

Local MSP Michael Russell 
is ‘delighted’ by the news. He 
said: ‘Investing in Ideas awards 
grants of £500 to £10,000 to test 

and develop ideas that could 

projects or lead to improved 
service delivery. 

‘Investing in Ideas could pay 
for the things that can turn 
basic ideas into a well-planned 
project. 

‘I heartily congratulate the 
project on securing this funding 
and look forward to seeing the 
work progress.’

Mull park project wins Lottery grant

Oban Rotarian wins 
coveted place on 
Canadian curling tour

Robert & Myra would like 
to thank customers for all 
their support in their first 
year of business, and wish 
you all a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.

55, Longrow, Campbeltown, 
Argyll PA28 6ER

Tel: 01586 551996

Our advertising deadlines over the festive period are:
Friday 21st December (for issue dated 27th December) 
and Friday 28th December (for issue dated 3rd January)

OUR OFFICES WILL BE CLOSED 
on Tuesday 25th December & Wednesday 26th December 

and Tuesday 1st January & Wednesday 2nd January

MIKE MACKENZIE  MSP
Tel: 01631 571359

MICHAEL RUSSELL  MSP
Tel:  01369 702011

Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna Mhath Ur

Call Us Now For A Quote
Tel: 01631 710334   or  01631 710851
Mob: 07796390411 or  07730654693

WEST COAST BUILDERS
All types Of Building Work Undertaken

BUILDING
• Extensions • Renovations • Garages • Conversions • Porches Slating 

Brickwork/Block • Plastering • Property Maintenance + Repairs
ALL TYPES OF JOINERY
PVC Doors + Windows

STORM DAMAGE + INSURANCE WORK  
PLUMBING

• Bathrooms • External Taps 
• New Water Mains • Drainage 

Septic Tanks 
Gutters and Down Pipes

GROUNDWORKS
Groundworks • Sun Rooms • Patios 

• Hard Landscaping
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Merry Christmas and a happy 

new year to all our customers

Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes
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SCOTRAIL passengers enjoyed an 
unexpected musical treat on the 10.40am Fort 
William to Glasgow service last Wednesday 
– a selection of tunes from members of 
traditional music combo Mànran.

Fiddle and accordion rang down the 
carriages as Lochaber boys Gary Innes 
and Ewen Henderson and Norrie MacIver 
from Carloway in Lewis promoted next 
month’s Celtic Connections, which Scotrail 

again at the Creative Scotland Awards at 

the Kelvingrove Art Gallery the following 
evening, when they scooped the Traditional 
Arts, Scots and Gaelic Award.

Fiddler Ewen told The Oban Times: ‘We 
were delighted to receive it, especially with 
it being the inaugural Creative Scotland 
awards and the Year of Creative Scotland.

‘I feel we played a big part in the year 
so it was great to be able to celebrate it by 
winning.’ 

Never ones for resting on their laurels, 
Mànran have lined up a winter tour, starting 

with gigs at the The Gathering Halls in 
Portree next Thursday and The West 
Highland Hotel in Mallaig the following 
evening.

After appearing on the BBC Alba’s 
Hogmanay show, the band will play the 
Nevis Centre, Fort William, on January 1, 
Balavanich Hall, Benbecula, on January 
2, Barvas Hall, Lewis, on January 3 and 
Ullapool Village Hall on January 4. Mànran 
then perform at Celtic Connections at the O2 
ABC in Glasgow on January 19.

Ewen Henderson, Gary Innes and and Norrie MacIver of Mànran let the train take the strain. 20_f51gary01

Mànran play their way to Creative 
Scotland award ahead of west side tour

shout, Oban lifeboat launched 

night into Saturday morning.
-

rival; the volunteer crew rushed 
to Craignure on the Isle of Mull 

baby plus mum and dad.
The Caledonian MacBrayne 

ferry stood off until the embar-

lifeboat passengers were landed 

hospital.
The lifeboat launched again 

vessel Star of Annan which was 
reported aground off Ardtornish 
Light in the Sound of Mull. 

no apparent damage to hull 
or engine, headed for Oban 
escorted by the lifeboat, where 
they arrived at 4.42am. 

Oban lifeboat to 
aid of new arrival

ARGYLL members of the 
National Trust for Scotland met 
for their Christmas lunch at 
Inveraray’s George Hotel, where 
Robert Layden of the Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders 
Museum was welcomed as 

December 8, told the complex 
history of the regiment in a 
clear and interesting manner.

on November 17, was at St 
Columba’s Cathedral where 

Lady Mary McGrigor. She gave 

and not so famous incidents in 
the often bloodthirsty history of 
Argyll, and answered questions 
from an appreciative audience.

Inveraray venue 
for Argyll and 
Sutherland 
Highlanders talk

AN INNOVATIVE engineering 
company has helped to complete 
Jura’s most recent hydro 
scheme. 

partnership with a number 
of west coast companies, has 
helped complete the small hydro 
scheme on Forest Estate by 
developing a seaborne delivery 
for the pipes. 

commissioned by the estate 
and the energy produced by the 

be used for heat and electricity 

with consulting engineers, 

of large diameter polyethylene 
piping required for the scheme 
from its coastal production 
base at the Marine Resource 
Centre near Barcaldine on 
Loch Creran. Six 200-metre 
lengths of the completed plastic 
pipes were then towed more 
than 60 miles to Jura from the 

slipway at Barcaldine by the 
MV Felstad operated by Knox 
Marine. The vessel also carried 

and other equipment needed for 
the installation. With no access 

was required for the placement 

minimise damage to the site.
Other local contractors involved 

in the construction project were: 
Martin Boyle Contracting, Islay 
McEachern Brothers, Andrew 
Bauld and Kestrel Controls.The cables are towed into Jura after the long journey from Barcaldine.

Isle of Jura hydro scheme completed 
thanks to a little innovative thinking

THERE are calls for part of the 
new community hospital on the 

and run as a care home, amid 
accusations islanders have been 
‘misled’ over its purpose.

The Craignure-based hospital 
has a residential area called 
Bowman Court, in which 

Highland Housing Association 
(WHHA).

But there are concerns the 

who don’t need 24-hour care 
- and those who do will have to 
leave the island to receive it. 

Telecare 
Islanders are now demanding 

over the running of six of 
the properties to provide the 
same level of care as residents 
received in Dunaros, rather than 
the telecare provided in the new 
facility. 

At a meeting of Mull 

islander Billy McClymont said: 
‘Why would you want to move 
in there for the exact same care 
you would get at home. 

‘When you are ready to move 
out your home you will be in 
Oban - you will be in Benderloch 
- you will not be in there.

these properties with as many 
able bodied people as possible.’

His proposals were supported 
unanimously by the community 

Iona Community Trust.

is transferring to the facility 

year-old man, get the telephone 
connection activated plus carpet 

‘I feel the people of Mull and 
Iona have been misled by the 
whole situation.’

Lesley McInnes, WHHA chief 

with NHS Highland and Argyll 
and Bute Council to deliver Mull 
Progressive Care Centre. 

Partners

partners in terms of the future of 
the building but there are certain 
elements of our funding which 

Jim Robb, head of adult care 
at Argyll and Bute Council, said 

and ‘the service will continue to 
operate as a housing complex 
with health and social care 
services provided as required, 
for the foreseeable future’.

Calls continue 
for Mull-based  
care home
Islanders claim they are being ‘misled’ 
over role of new community hospital

behaviour landed him in police 
cells has now been handed a 

crimes.
Dean Smith, 26, of 4 Nelson 

Road, Oban, was found 
shouting and swearing in 
Station Square, Oban, on 
August 26.

Procurator Fiscal Eoin 
McGinty told the court Smith 
reacted angrily when faced 

before threatening to burn down 
their homes - a threat which was 

McGinty. Smith had previously 
admitted the offences and 
appeared at Oban Sheriff Court 

Sheriff John Herald said: ‘Let 

clear. In a normal situation 

prison. It is only because of 
the report I’m not considering 
a custodial sentence. This is a 
good report. I’m prepared to 

and will not happen again.’

Oban man
fined £730
after threatening 
police

Early birds snap up 
TMF 2013 tickets
Music Festival’s 2013 event 
have gone on sale.

Heading for its third year, the 
event is growing in popularity 
with a surge in interest after 
being named the Best Small 
Festival 2012 at the Scottish 
Event Awards. A limited 

For more information, go to  
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THIS year’s Laggan Christmas party will be held in the village 
hall on Sunday December 23.

The annual four-course lunch for over 60s will also feature 
traditional Scottish music from regular performers Yodi 
Campbell and Andy MacDonald. Laggan Community Associa-
tion chairwoman Morag Craig, who organised they day, told 
The Oban Times the event was a focal point for the community 
at Christmas. She said: ‘It’s one of the only times they all get 
together now.’

LAGGAN Forest Trust (LFT) is set to take on two new workers 
to develop a new trail building and community wood fuel 
project.

LFT was awarded a grant of £142,000 from the Scottish 
Government’s Enterprise Growth Fund for the venture earlier 
this year. Development manager Robin Jackson told The Oban 
Times the new staff members were due to be onboard by early 
January.

LAGGAN Stores is to close at the end of the month after more 
than 150 years, with the owner blaming a downturn in trade.

Carla Downton bought over the shop in March this year 
but told The Oban Times she had decided to cut her losses 
and close. She said: ‘I’ve got some experience running shops 
and I can’t think of anything to change it. Asda has killed it 
completely. I can go into Asda and buy things cheaper than 
I can get from my supplier. It’s really sad for the people who 
have supported the shop, but a lot of local people never shopped 
here, that’s the reality. I plan to sell it, but not as a going trade. I 
might stay open for a few days after New Year to get rid of any 
stock but I won’t be buying in any more bread or milk.’

Laggan Stores became nationally recognised as ‘Mackech-

‘Monarch of the Glen’.
As reported in last week’s Oban Times

the last grocery store for 27 miles heading east on the A86 to 

from local shoppers.

THE FORESTRY Commission (FCS) has started advertising 
for a business to take over running the bike rental shop and café 
at Laggan Wolftrax mountain biking centre.

FCS plan to re-open the franchise in Strathmashie Forest 
around Easter 2013 for a period of 12 months, with the option 
to extend for an additional 12 months. Laggan Forest Trust is 
currently planning a new forest centre nearby and say whoever 
takes over the business will be invited to apply to run any new 
bike rental shop. The former café and rental shop at Wolftrax, 

Carruthers said the new centre would leave their business 
untenable.

Down Your Way

Laggan Stores will close its doors for the last time after the 
New Year. 20_f51shop01

Islay Letter

Banavie Primary School youngsters got into the Christmas spirit for their festive show in front 
of parents, teachers and friends. The large crowd packed out the school hall to see a number 
of performances, including the P1-3s nativity story ‘Whoops a daisy Angel’. The pupils then 

put on some musical pieces before the the P4-7s took to the stage to tell a modern version of 
the Cinderella story. Katyrn Muir starred as the main character with Samantha Runcieman as 

Rockerfella, aka Prince Charming. The leading pair are pictured with the ugly sisters and some of 
the cast of the show. 20_f50banavie01

MORVERN Community 
Development Company has had 
‘another busy year’, chairman 
Robin Smart told the AGM in 
Lochaline.  

The pontoons recorded almost 
1,000 boat nights and showed 

invested in the facility.
Estimated spend, based on 

HIE research, of £40 per person 
per night and an average boat oc-
cupancy of three people equates 
to £120,000 coming into the 
local economy in the last year.

The shore facilities building, 
which should be completed by 
the end of March, should further 
boost the pontoon business and 
become an attraction to yachts-
people.

Funds were also secured for a 
pontoons marketing campaign, 
including a website which could 
become a ‘community portal’ 

for Morvern community groups 
to access and update.

New projects include a QR 
code for accessing the commu-
nity website and local business 
info using smartphones and, 
perhaps, a Lochaline Regatta.

The allotments project is now 
largely complete and has been 
handed over to CLAM – the 
group formed to take over its 
management and operation. 
Thanks go to Clare Holohan, 

steering group for their efforts 
and to the great number of other 
volunteers who provided labour 
and skills for the store, log cabin, 
polytunnel and other structures. 
The allotments have tools and 
machinery available for hire by 
the wider community.

The allotments have seen 
some successful and enjoyable 
social events and many more are 

expected as they become the hub 
for al fresco entertainments.

MCDC now almost owns the 
derelict Scout hut. Deeds trans-
ferring title to the company will 
be signed shortly. Funds have 
been secured to engage Organic 
Architects of Helensburgh to 
produce three costed options for 
redeveloping the site for public 
display and consultation.

On the renewable energy front, 
MCDC has registered an interest 
in, and had preliminary meet-
ings with the Forestry Commis-
sion with regard to developing 
three potential hydro schemes in 
Fuinary forest. Consultants will 
be hired to complete feasibil-
ity studies to move the projects 
forward in 2013.

An opportunity has also been 
offered to buy an equity stake 
in partnership with a private 

local hydro project and MCDC 
is actively looking at how it can 
participate. 

MCDC has also registered 
an interest in the forest estate’s 
wind potential and although far 
less advanced than the hydro 
schemes, it could provide another 
revenue stream. Thanks were 
extended to: Lilia Dobrokhodova 
for her hard work throughout the 
year, which included attracting 
£217,000 of inward investment. 

Others thanked included An-
gus Robertson for keeping the 

vice chairman Malcolm McNeill 

-
vern Community Trust to help 

Morvern Community Council 
for funding maintenance of the 

various projects, not least Ivan 
Woolley, Jake Willis and Dave 
Christian.

Mr Smart thanked David and 

a huge amount of unpaid work 
on a voluntary basis for the 
company.

‘We now have a hand crafted, 
hand made petrol pump canopy, 
which is the envy of every petrol 
pump owner in the country, 
completely unique, completed 
and built at his own expense and 
in his own time,’ he said. Thanks 
also went to Alastair Scoular, 
who is stepping down as the 
community hazelwoods chief 

Mr Smart said: ‘Alistair has 
taken a great deal of pride and 
done a sterling job of keep-
ing the woods and paths well 

replace.’

MORVERN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMPANY

Pupils at Barcaldine Primary School have been entertaining 
Benderloch Senior Citizens Club at St Modans Church. The 

children sang a range of songs with one child performing a solo 
song from Les Miserables.  Singing was not the only order of the 

day as some of the children played their instruments – a fiddler as 
well as a trumpeter with only a few months’ instruction. Staff said 

all the senior citizens thoroughly enjoyed themselves and sang 
along with the children.  After the performance, the group was 
invited into the church hall where a beautiful spread had been 

laid out as a thank you.

BARCALDINE

EOLIGARRY Primary School 

Green Flag in recognition of its 
efforts to become an eco-school.  

The eco-schools inspector 
commended the school on its 
efforts to reduce energy and 
water use, reducing playground 
litter and making use of the 
garden to grow produce.

BARRA

SKYE
A GROUP which runs a mobile 
skateboarding ‘half-pipe’ for 
young people on Skye has won 

Lottery Young Start fund.
Ok Skate will use the cash to 

set up a youth drop-in centre 
in Portree offering social and 
recreational activities, as well as 
support and advice services.

Local MSP Dave Thompson 
said said at least 100 young 
people aged up to 18 years 

centre in the next year.

MORAR
MORAR Women’s Rural 
Institute learned how to make 
3D ‘wobbler’ Christmas cards at 
their recent meeting.

President Christine Haynes 
talked the group through how 
to make the cards before the 
competitions winners were 
announced. Heather Simpson 

straws contest, with Eileen 
MacPhie second and Christine 
Haynes third.

in the party hat competition, 
with Eileen MacPhie second.

ISLAY
EVEN though the month of 
December can feel dark, Islay 
has been brightly lit with ‘stars’ 
of pantomimes, plays and 
concerts, as the island’s talented 
youth perform.

The recent Islay High School 
play was a triumph, as it almost 
always is, with much effort 
having been put in by teachers, 
pupils and parents to ensure the 
performance was ‘all right on 
the night’.

Keills Primary School 
panto was great fun and well 
attended, closely followed by 
a well-acted ‘Snow White’ at 

Port Charlotte Primary’s fun 
show ‘Oink!’ Kilmeny Church’s 
Christmas Carol evening on 
Sunday December 16 was a 
lovely ‘sing’, enhanced by 
their usual legendary tea, and 
performances at Islay High 

School’s Christmas Concert go 
from strength to strength as the 
bands and singers build on their 
growing musical experience.

Port Ellen Primary School’s 
annual ‘Carols by Candlelight’ 
on December 19 is an annual 
favourite, always well attended 
and much enjoyed.  

FOLLOWING public 
consultation meetings held by 
DP Marine Energy Ltd and its 

in September, the developers of 
the proposed West Islay Tidal 
Array, are seeking views from 
the island’s business community 
on what the effects of the 
proposed project may have on 
local businesses.

DP Marine Energy propose 

commercial-scale tidal energy 
parks in waters approximately 
8km to the southwest of the 
southern point of the Rhinns of 
Islay. Economists and planners 

commissioned to undertake a 
socio-economic, tourism and 
recreation assessment relating to 
the proposed development and 
to assess potential economic 
and business effects. 

comment from all parts of 
the business community 
on the possible effects of 
accommodating those employed 
or providing services during 
the construction, operation and 

decommissioning of the project 
or on negative effects the island 
communities will experience 
from any form of disturbance. 

The business survey is 
available online at www.bit.
ly/westislaytidal.

Electronic and paper copies 
are available from Islay Energy 
Trust, which is encouraging all 
kinds of businesses to take part 
in the survey.

Further information on the 
survey and direct contact can be 
made with either the assessment 

tymconsult.com or 0141-332-
6464, or Islay Energy Trust 

islayenergytrust.co.uk or 01496 
301413. The assessment team 
was contacting Islay’s tourism 
accommodation providers by 
telephone in early December, 
and the team has also been 
conducting face-to-face 
meetings with businesses. Full 
details of the proposed project 
are available online at:  www.
westislaytidal.com. SC

KILCHRENAN
THE THEME for this year’s 
Christmas play by Kilchrenan 
Primary School was ‘A 
Victorian Tale’, loosely based 
on a notion of Mr Dickens.

The story unfolded with 
pupils getting ready to decorate 
their Christmas tree, when the 
headmaster - played by the 

school’s headmaster Mr Dickie 
- announced there would be 
no jollity in the school this 
Christmas. The headmaster 
dismissed the school and then 
went on to have some dreams of 
misgiving when he was visited 
by the ghost of Christmas past. 

The scene then changed to 
‘The Palace’ with Her Majesty, 
Queen Victoria, played by 
Sarah MacIntyre, and Prince 
Albert, Thomas Strachan, 
having a serious conversation 
regarding Christmas.

made an appearance. Mrs Moira 
MacIntosh of Dalavich and Mr 
Kevin Champion of Inverinan 
both performed recitations.

After a few nocturnal visits 
by the ghost, the headmaster 
changed his mind about 
celebrating Christmas and the 
pupils celebrated in style. The 
audience participated too and 
joined in the singing of their 
favourite Christmas carols.

ACHALEVEN Primary held its 
Holly Tea on December 8 at the 
school and raised £275.65.

It was an opportunity for the 
village to come along for a chat 
over a mince pie and a cup of 

happening this term. 
Many chanced their luck in 

the guess the weight of the 
Christmas pudding, had their 
face painted or had a go at the 
lucky dip.

off and there was a lovely 
array of home baking on sale 
along with cards and decorated 
gingerbread made by the pupils. 
All proceeds will be donated to 
school funds.

CONNEL

PLOCKTON Music School 

Standing’ at their Christmas 
concert on Saturday December 
8.

The album features a mix of 
the old and the new in Scottish 
traditional music, chosen and 
arranged by the students. 

The production of the centre’s 
annual CD is the focal point 
of every school year, with the 
material selected from all live 
performance arrangements. The 
CD is available from the school 
or at www.musicplockton.org.

PLOCKTON

Ciara’s treatment 
begins
THE CIARA Caskie Allan 
Appeal now totals £63,610.92 

schoolgirl has now arrived at 
the ProCure Proton Therapy 
Centre in Oklahoma where 
her proton beam treatment has 
begun on the cancerous brain 
tumour which has blighted her 
young life.

The response to the appeal 
has been overwhelming, 
both from local sources and 

following concentrated 
and innovative fundraising 
activities which have involved 
the whole community.

Ciara and her family have 
attended a number of the fund 
raising events and there is no 
doubt that her presence at such 
happenings touched the hearts 
of everyone and prompted 
generous giving.

It is more than evident that 
Ciara’s bravery and determi-
nation have been particularly 
inspiring and the thoughts and 
prayers of the whole com-
munity, and those of others 
outwith this island, prompted 
an outpouring of care and 
support for a young lady 
who has show tremendous 
courage and grit in the face of 
great adversity. We must also 
remember Ciara’s parents, 
sibling and her wider family 
and lend them our full support 

Advent 
celebrations
PARISH minister the Rev Dr 

Communion during morning 

Church on December 16.
He will be back in 

Sunday December 23 when 
he conducts the annual carol 
service at 10am. This will take 
the form of a joyous Advent 
celebration and will also 
feature singers and musicians 
from the local high school. 
They will be directed by the 
school’s head of music Craig 
Weatherhogg who is also 
resident organist at the Round 
Church. The service will also 

include the Junior Church’s 
Nativity presentation.

More carols will be lustily 
sung on Christmas Eve at the 
Watch Night service which 
begins at 11.30pm.

Round Church members 
will join with worshippers 
from other local churches 
for a further programme 
of carol singing at the Islay 
Hospital and Gortanvogie 
Eventide Home on Christmas 
morning at 10am. This will be 
followed at 11.30am by a short 
Christmas Day service, which 
will include the Sacrament 
of Holy Communion, at the 

Jamieson Street.
‘Tis indeed the season to be 

jolly!

Long service 
award 
CONGRATULATIONS
to Diageo employee John 
MacDonald on receiving his 
15-year-long service medal 
for his contribution to the 
whisky industry at Port 
Ellen Maltings, Caolila and 
Lagavulin distilleries.

He received his award from 

site operations manager at the 
Port Ellen Maltings.

John is married to Maureen, 
head teacher at Port Ellen 
Primary School, and they are 
the parents of twin sisters 
Anna and Eilidh who have 
both enjoyed poetry, solo and 
duet singing successes at both 
local and national Mòds.

Well done John on your 
faithful and dedicated service. 
Slàinte mhath!

Thanks and 
greetings
I HAVE been hors de combat 
for several weeks now and 

My thanks to all who have 
enquired, visited and sent their 
good wishes.

May I also take the opportu-
nity to wish all who cast any 
eye on these meagre jottings 
of mine a joyous Christmas 
and every blessing in the New 
Year. Mar sin leibh.
Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, 
Bowmore, Islay PA43 7JX. 
Tel: 01496 810658. 

Argyll
Stone

All stone works and 
repairs undertaken

Thanks their 
customers for 2012. 
Wishing all a merry 
Chistmas and happy 

new year.

01369 703276

Superb
Christmas Offers 

in our Store

Amazing Value Locally

Daily Promotions

Laggan

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year to all our 
Customers from everyone at 

The Green Welly Stop

Tel:01838
400271

D MacLean 
Heating

Oban
Tel: 01631 564220

Have a Cosy
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

G Mchardy & Son
Would like to wish all the 

customers a merry Christmas 
and a happy new year.
Andrew Mchardy

07894996491
Plumbing & heating

SERVING OBAN & ARGYLL 
FOR 25 YEARS.

IANACHAIN
andymchardy123@hotmail.com
www.plumbers-oban.co.uk

Still looking 
for that 
perfect 

Christmas 
gift?

our Oban 
Times 2013 
Calendars 

are on 
sale now

see our ad 
on page 13
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We would like to thank their 
customer for 2012 and wish 
them a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.

Depots: Oban, Fort William, Lochgilphead, Dunoon, Isle of Mull
Contact: Argyll Resources Group, Torran Gorm Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4PL

West Coast Loos
Quality portable toilets for 

construction & events
Tel: 01631 566370

Oban Skip 
& Crane Hire

Tel: 01631 566370

West Highland Gas Limited
Sales & Service of LPG gas for heating, cooking and even 

ridding outdoor areas from the scourge of the midge.

Tel: 01631 564050
Email: info@westhighlandgas.co.uk

Commercial 
Recycling

For all your recycling needs
Tel: 01631 566370

Ailt-á-Mhuillin, BALLACHULISH, Argyll, PH49 4LB
Tel: 01855 811641  Fax: 01855 811013

Mobiles: 07970 824252 or 07970 824506
E-Mail: ks.refrigeration@btopenworld.com

Wishing all our customers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Heat Pump Installations

On Call 24/7

All the staff at Highland Blindcraft
would like to wish their customers a very 

Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year.
The best way to stay healthy is with a good nights sleep!

Highland Blindcraft
39 Ardconnel Street, Inverness

Tel: 01463 233662
JANUARY SALE STARTS

27TH DECEMBER

& Bliadhna Mhath Ùr

bho Shabhal Mòr Ostaig

Nollaig Chridheil

OT

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

OPPOSING West Highland 
factions clashed in Fort Willliam 
as a Scottish Government task 
force took evidence on extending 
community land ownership.

The Land Reform Review 
Group meeting at the Moorings 
Hotel in Banavie, led by vice-
chairs Professor Jim Hunter and 
Dr Sarah Skerratt, attracted only 
15 people - but still generated 
impassioned debate.

The group was set up following 

legislation was so complex 

Scotland’s community land 
ownership drive.

Charged with identifying 
how to enable more people to 
have a stake in the ownership, 
governance, management and 
use of land, it will produce 
recommendations to Scottish 
Ministers next year. 

Main protagonists at Banavie 
included former Highland 
Council leader Michael Foxley 
and retired Lochaber land agent 
Richard Sidgwick.

Dr Foxley blasted the present 
2003 Land Reform Act for 
deterring community buyouts 
– and called for big changes.

He said: ‘There needs to be 

the ability to spring into action 
when an estate is put up for sale 
– and that may mean that sale is 
suspended for some while,’ he 
said.

‘If a landowner is selling an 
estate they will start to discuss 
matters with the community, 
rather than thinking it has 
nothing to do with them.’

He added: ‘Some of the people 
who picked up their bankers 
bonuses and then an estate in the 
west are currently not interested 
in the community aspect. 

‘But if there was the same sort 
of simple legislation you get for 
land access, you could certainly 
have discussions with some of 
the landowners coming in at the 
moment.’

Dr Foxley also claimed the 
current process was so tortuous 
that the Eigg community buyout 
in 1997, brokered through 
a ‘tremendous relationship’ 
between the Scottish Wildlife 
Trust, Highland Council and 
islanders, would have failed 

today. ‘That package would 
not have been viable under the 
current legislation,’ he said. 

But retired Lochaber land agent 
Richard Sidgwick questioned 
the economics of community 
buyouts, citing Eigg and Assynt 
as examples.

it should not be subsidised by 
the state,’ he said. ‘I don’t think 
there’s agreement for continuing 
an endless subsidy in trying to 

Highlands and Islands are much 
better than that.’

Instead, Mr Sidgwick 
suggested a better option was 
for a landowner and partners to 
come together for a community 

years of a lease could be rent-
free. 

He said: ‘The route to 
co-operation is small leases 
because I don’t think many 
small communities have access 
to capital. 

‘I don’t think land over which 
they cast envious eyes is the 
moneymaking asset they think 
it is. I know what estates cost to 
run, and very few of them make 
money.’
Continued on page 9.

BALLACHULISH village hall was the 
setting last week for four performances of 
the traditional panto ‘Babes in the Wood’. 

Such was the demand for tickets that extra 
seating had to be installed for the Saturday 
night show. 

Since then, rave reports of the production 
have resulted in public demand for a further 
performance which will take place on 

Thursday December 27 at 7.30pm. Advance 
bookings have already resulted in a near 
sell-out with any remaining tickets on sale 
from yesterday (Wednesday) in Ballachulish 
Co-op and the Tourist Information Centre.

Director of the show Nairn McArthur 
said the entire cast and crew had been 
overwhelmed by the reception from locals. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘We had 

wonderful audiences, many of whom 
indicated that they had family members or 
friends returning to the area for Christmas, 
who were hoping to see the show, having 
heard the great reports. 

‘As the proceeds go to village hall funds, 
we were delighted to be able to oblige and 
we all look forward to staging the show one 
more time.’

Smash hit: the Babes in the Wood cast will stage another show next Thursday after four sell-out performances. 20_f51balla01

Ballachulish ‘Babes’ draw in the crowds

Groups clash 
over extension 
of community 
land ownership

Police condemn 
callous thieves

POLICE have condemned 
callous thieves who stole 30 
bags of cement on Monday 
afternoon from a man building 
a new home in Ardnamurchan. 

PC Andrew Irvine at Strontian 
said the cement, worth £150, 
was removed from two pallets 
of building materials sometime 
between 3pm and 6pm. They 
had been dropped at the 
roadend leading to the house 
site at Tarbert, west of Salen, 
near the cattle grid on the 
B8007.

PC Irvine told The Oban 
Times: ‘It is a particularly 
mean-spirited theft, especially 
at this time of year and when a 
local person is working hard to 
build his own home.’

Anyone with information 
should contact Strontian Police 
Station on 01967 402022 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555111. 

THE FORESTRY Commission’s 
rock fall prevention methods put 
in place above the A82 south of 
Fort William have been criticised 
by a locally-based engineer.

Forestry Commission Scotland 
(FCS) cut down trees and 
removed a large overhanging 
rock at Glen Righ Forest, near 
Onich, last year and installed 
safety nets to stop any loose rock 
from falling on to the trunk road 
below.

But Onich resident and engineer 
George Wilson claims the 
current system which sees nets 
tied to trees was not an adequate 

long term solution. He told The 
Oban Times: ‘The structural 
philosophy is predicated upon 
the ability of shallow rooted 
trees to support the netting - not 
sound engineering principles. 

‘We trust that the engineer 
in charge can offer us all some 
insight into his thinking behind 
this scheme which will allay the 
fear that good money merely 
follows bad. 

‘If a decent amount of rock 
comes down into the net we 
could have trees, netting and 
rock landing on the road instead 
of just boulders.’

FCS said the nets attached to 
trees were a temporary solution 
in place during the ongoing 
work, adding that a permanent 
fence with steel posts and ground 
anchors already in place will be 
the long-term protection against 
debris. A FCS spokesperson said: 
‘The geotechnicians working 
on the A82 project enjoy an 
international reputation and we 

safety measures put in place are 
designed to the highest standard 
and are more than capable of 
performing the tasks required of 
them. We are happy to bring local 
people/stakeholders, community 
groups, local press and elected 
representatives to tour the site 
and have a walk round with the 
engineers responsible.’

The road has regularly been 
shut to one lane throughout the 
past year to allow works to go 
ahead, with the next closure due 
in the New Year. 

 See leader and letters page 
8.

EXCLUSIVE
REPORT by 

RICHARD HADDOCK
rhaddock@obantimes.co.uk

Engineer criticises commission’s 
A82 rock fall prevention method 

Portree Tesco a step closer

A830 re-opens to 
two-lane traffic

THE A830 near Fort William 
will fully re-open fully to 

successful safety audit on the 
Blar Mhor roundabout.

The road had been down to 

while work was carried out.
Contractors I & H Brown did 

not have their problems to seek 
as they raced to complete the 
job – one section of tar had to be 
relaid on Monday after freezing 
temperatures prevented chips 
bonding properly to the asphalt.

PORTREE moved a step closer 
to getting a new supermarket 
this week when Tesco displayed 
the plans for its new store in the 
community centre.

Tesco and developers Oatridge 
Ltd want to build the new store 

Home Farm in the town.
Much of the local population 

is in favour of the new shop, 
citing more competition to the 

three Co-op stores on the island 
and the creation of new jobs as 

And more than 1,800 people 
have joined a Facebook group 
called ‘We want Tesco in 
Portree’.

Some local residents and 
business owners, however, have 
said they fear Tesco will have 
a detrimental effect, pulling 
customers away from other 

shops in the town. Janet Gilles, 
who runs the Facebook group, 
said: ‘People are desperate to get 
a change and get some choice. 

‘It might even bring people in. 
We’ve had people on Facebook 
from the Outer Isles saying they 
will shop in Portree if it opens.’

Highland Council has 
already given outline planning 

decision in the New Year.

Maths disruption 
for pupils

SOME Lochaber High 
School pupils have had no 
maths lessons for a number of 
weeks after one teacher left and 
another went off sick.

Highland Council said it 
hoped the vacancy would be 

expects the absent teacher to 
return in the New Year.

told The Oban Times: ‘Efforts 
to recruit for the maths vacancy 
at Lochaber High School have 
so far been unsuccessful and a 
new advert will be issued in the 
New Year. 

‘Provisions have been made 
for pupils in the meantime with 
the use of supply teachers.’

NEWSDESK 
01631 568000

Wishing all our 
customers a 
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy 
New Year



GLASGOW LETTER

YOUR LETTERS

THE EDITOR welcomes letters of approximately 300 words in 
length for publication on this page. 

The editor also reserves the right to shorten, to amend or to 
refuse to print them. Names and postal addresses must be sup-
plied, including on emails, to indicate good faith. A daytime 

Anonymous letters or those supplied without a contact telephone 
number will not be printed. 

Please write or fax to: Letters page, The Oban Times, 
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.co.uk.

PRESS POLICY

WE AT The Oban Times do our utmost to make sure that all 
our reports are fair, accurate and balanced, but we accept that, on 
occasion, mistakes can occur in the hectic process of producing 
the biggest local newspaper in the West Highlands.

It is the policy of The Oban Times Group to correct any errors in 

Editor, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB giving 
your day-time telephone number where possible. This statement 
of policy will appear on this page every week along with any 

The Oban Times adheres to the Press Complaints’ Commis-
sion’s Code of Conduct. 

The views expressed in The Oban Times are not necessarily 
those of this newspaper.

&  W E S T  H I G H L A N D  T I M E S

Letters to the editor
PO Box 1 , Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

Telephone: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001www.obantimes.co.uk
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Beachd Ailein
Ailean Caimbeul

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE

CROSSWORD
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Across
1 Birdsong (7)
5 Sound heard when Santa is coming... (5)
8 ...left for Santa (5,4)
9 Energy (3)
10 A goner (5)
12 Lit in church (7)
13 Wickedness (13)
15 The purpose of a church (7)
17 Biting (5)
19 The night before Christmas (3)
20 Fruit provider (5,4)
22 Hazardous (5)
23 The feeling of children at Christmas (7)

Down
1 It comes from above (5)
2 Where they had no room for Mary (3)
3 Go back, from outdoors (2-5)
4 Said to be Jesus (6,2,5)
5 Small boatswain (5)
6 Pendant (9)
7 An Indian turnover (7)
11 Stated in courts (9)
13 A week to the day after Christmas (3,4)
14 Spar-like (7)
16 Jubilant (5)
18 Dough? (5)
21 Natural breakdown (3)

YOURSAY
We are now inviting 

questions for Councillor 
Drew Hendry, Leader of The 

Highland Council. Submit 
your questions via The Oban 

Times’ website or email 
editor@obantimes.co.uk

COMING SOON

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 
facebook

’S E SOCHAIR AIR LETH a th’ ann an deagh chuimhne 
agus tha farmad agam fhìn ris na daoine a chuimhnicheas air 
ainmean dhaoine is gnothaichean mar sin gun trioblaid! Tha 
mo chuimhne fhìn cho lapach aig amannan is gur mòr nach 
fheumainn tiogaid le m’ ainm a chur air mo mhuilicheann ach 
am bi cuimhn’ agam cò mì!

Ach a’ cur spòrs an dàrna taobh, seo àm den bhliadhna 
aig am bheil còir an creideamh Crìosdail a bhith gu mòr fa 
chomhair dhaoine. Agus gun teagamh, tha breith Chrìosd 
air a chuimhneachadh is air a chomharrachadh air feadh an 
t-saoghail ann an tachartasan de gach seòrsa ann an sgoiltean 
is eaglaisean. Tha mi cinnteach gum bheil sin math dhan a’ 

fhada air a truailleadh  leis an t-saoghal choimearsalta agus 
a h-uile seòrsa innleachd ga chleachdadh gus impidh a chur 

sin fhàgail orra! Chan eil feum againn air cus brosnachaidh 
gus sgeulachd na Nollaige a chuimhneachadh, neo gu dearbh 

saoghal spòrs no poilitigs. 
Ann an Èirinn a Tuath agus ann an iomadach baile mòr ann 

an Alba cuideachd, bidh Orainsich a’ caismeachd gach bliadhna 
a’ comharrachadh chòmhstrithean a bh’ ann. Agus nach 
saoileadh tu gum biodh duine sam bith, coimhearsnachd sam 

nach tachradh a leithid a-rithist. 
Nuair a thàinig crìoch air buairidhean Èirinn a Tuath, rinn 

cuibhreann mhòr den t-saoghal gàirdeachas leis gun robh 
crìoch dol a thighinn air eagal is murt is marbhadh. Thàinig 
atharrachadh da-rìribh air leithid bailtean Bheul Feirste agus 
Doire agus tha iad air soirbheachadh gu sòisealta agus ann an 
seadh eaconamach. 

Nach iongantach ma-thà gum biodh duine sam bith deònach 

Comhairle Bhaile Bheul Feirste! Saoilidh mi gum bheil e 
follaiseach gum bheil cuid de bhuill nan coimhearsnachdan 
nach iarr leisgeul mòr sam bith airson a dhol an sàs an eas-aonta 
phoblach agus fòirneart agus saoilidh mi cuideachd gum bheil 
cuid air dìochuimhneachadh mar-thà cò ris a bha e coltach a 

carson a tha i cho prìseil ann an Èirinn a Tuath agus air feadh 
an t-saoghail.

Tha mi a’ guidhe Nollaig shona shìtheil dhuibh uile!  

CHRISTMAS is a time for remembering. Recalling the 
Christian message; marking friendships with greetings 
and gifts; sharing the company of family and friends and 
celebrating together.

We should always remember the horrors of strife and the 
anguish that inevitably follows. 

Loyalist communities in Northern Ireland must remember 
what the historic agreement of 14 years ago ended, and they 
must prevent any revival of troubles. 
Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell ) ailean@obantimes.
co.uk.

Regular contributor Colin Armstrong, of Coventry, submitted this week’s flashback photograph which shows the new Oban municpal 
tennis courts in Oban from days gone by. Please send prints to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB, or email editor@
obantimes.co.uk. Prints or emails must be accompanied by a caption, name, address and telephone number. Anyone wishing their 

prints returned must supply a stamped addressed envelope.

New municipal Oban tennis courts 

No surprise road 
contractor is back
Sir,
Now that the frosts have arrived 
we, who live south of Fort 
William, fully expected the 

rather than later through the 
recently rock-netted section of 
the A82 near Corran - and we 
have not been disappointed.

The contractor has already had 
to return to clear rubble from the 
catch nets and the road and we 
now speculate on how often this 
operation will be required on a 
scheme which has already cost 
£3-4 million and counting.

The structural philosophy 
is predicated upon the ability 
of shallow rooted trees to 
support the netting, not sound 
engineering principles. 

The allowable loadings 

presumably, lies behind the 
return to clear the nets as soon 
as a build up of material was 
detected.

We trust the engineer in charge 
can offer us an insight into his 
thinking behind this scheme 
which will allay the fear that 
good money merely follows 
bad.

I am not alone in viewing it a 
jury-rig Heath Robinson might 
dismiss as too makeshift. 
George Wilson, Corran View,
Onich.

Loch Etive fish 
farm plan
Sir, 
Regarding the article  ‘Massive 

- The Oban Times December 
13 - I am writing on behalf of 
Ardchattan Community Council, 
Taynuilt Community Council 
and Connel Community Council 
to correct some of the statements 
attributed to spokesmen from 
Dawnfresh Limited. 

Dawnfresh held two ‘public 
consultations’ on their ideas 

farm on Loch Etive. One was at 
Brander Lodge on May 1 2012 
from 9am to 1pm; the other was 
at North Connel Village Hall 
on the same day, from 2pm till 
8pm. 

There were no consultations in 
Taynuilt or in Connel. 

Gideon Pringle of Dawnfresh 
states that ‘the company gave 
full and wide community 
consultation, including two open 
days’. 

This is not so. There were 
two consultations, as described 
above, but on the same day. If 
Dawnfresh thought that holding 
a consultation at Brander Lodge 
constituted an ‘open day’ 
for Taynuilt, they are being 
disingenuous to say the least.

Mr Pringle goes on to say 
that ‘no concerns have been 
made to Dawnfresh’. This is 
untrue. Five representatives 
from Taynuilt, Connel and 

Ardchattan community councils 
met with two representatives 
from Dawnfresh to discuss the 
plans and it was made clear 
to the company then, that all 
three community councils had 

intrusion, potential pollution, 
the inappropriate scale of the 
operation and the possible noise 
from the feeding-canons. 

This company is being 
extremely economical with the 
truth to satisfy their commercial 
interests. 
Les Stewart, secretary, Connel 
Community Council.

Tourism group 
involved              
with event
Sir,
In response to David 
Woodhouse’s letter ‘Argyll shuns 
major tourism event’, I would like 
to reassure Mr Woodhouse, that 
Argyll and The Isles Tourism 
Ltd (AITL) not only attended 
the event in question, but have 

history, heavily involved as a 
partner in the formulation of 
Year of Natural Scotland.

Carron Tobin, Argyll and the 
Isles (AITC) Project Manager 
attended the event in Perth, 
along with several other Argyll 
based businesses. 

Prior to this event, David 
Adams McGilp, Regional 
Director for Visit Scotland 
and myself carried out several 
workshops and meetings around 
the region to outline how 
Argyll and the Isles could take 
advantage of the Year of Natural 
Scotland, including one with 
Holiday Mull and Iona.

AITC is working in partnership 
with local marketing groups and 

in partnership with Caledonian 
MacBrayne Limited to allow 
visitors to spend their Year of 
Natural Scotland right here in 
nature’s paradise, Argyll and the 
Isles.
Mike Story, executive director, 
Argyll and the Isles Tourism 
Limited.

Rail strike       
threat                
anger
Sir,
So a train conductor was 
dismissed ‘for trying to help a 
member of the public buy the 
correct ticket’? 

Do me a favour. People don’t 

Scotrail. 
The fact the RMT trade union 

is prepared to ruin Christmas for 
hundreds, if not thousands, of 
people because of one member’s 
disciplinary grievance is 
evidence in the extreme that 
unions, especially the RMT, 
are a wasteful and inconvenient 
burden on society and are worthy 
of little more than perfunctory 

advisory roles on matters of 
health and safety.

Alternative modes of transport 
will cost every affected traveller 
money - hundreds of pounds in 
the case of Sleeper travellers 
- and that’s if replacements are 
even available.

Otherwise I, and many like 
me, will have no choice but to 
stay away from our families over 
the festive period. 

And all in the name of 
solidarity with a single train 
conductor apparently sacked for 
making a passenger cry?

Most of the Scotrail train 
conductors I have met are polite, 
incredibly helpful and highly 
professional, but I’ve also met 

on their colleagues. 
If Scotrail has CCTV evidence 

of a staff member falling short of 
standards, then why is the RMT 
interfering in the decision to let 
him go?

The answer is that the RMT’s 
general secretary Bob Crow 
loves to stir nakedly-militant 
trade unionism from a bye-gone 
era. 

Every time you do something 
like this Mr Crow, you chip away 
at the fragile and, thankfully, 
dwindling remnants of support 
the wider public has for your 
purposes, which are - in any case 
and in my opinion - ultimately 

I wait in hopeful anticipation 
for the day when none of us are 

and damaging burden of 20th 
century socialist dinosaurs like 
Bob Crow and the RMT.
Mike Weir - trying to get back 
to Lochaber for Christmas 
- London.

Surprised   
opinions were 
revealed
Sir,
I am surprised Kenneth MacColl 
has revealed his opinions on your 
use of Alan Cochrane, Scottish 
Editor of the Daily Telegraph, as 
a correspondent. 

the Scottish Nationalists and 
perhaps explain why Alex 
Salmond  - ‘Wee Eck’ to Alan 
Cochrane - is wanting a separate 
Scottish legal response to the 
Leveson Report? 

Is the Scottish press going to 
be forced to feed only the pap 
that Government approves?

The Daily Telegraph can hardly 
be a Conservative favourite just 
now. 

If Mr MacColl had bothered 
to read the edition of Thursday 
December 13, he would have 
seen it had devoted nearly a page 
to recounting Westminster’s 
efforts to suppress the 
publication of the expenses of 
Maria Miller, Culture Secretary 
and Conservative MP.
Name and address supplied.

Missing out on 
chance to restore 
magnificent trees
Sir,
Saddened as we are by the dis-
ease in ash trees, as I spend lots 
of time ridding my small garden 
of self-sown trees, perhaps some 
good news.

Along hedgerows here in 
Oban and along the by-ways in 
Linlithgow, I have spotted the 
regeneration from Elm tree roots 
- new life springing up looking 
very healthy. 

Unfortunately due to the 
modern method of mechanical 
hedge trimming this new growth 
is being cut back and we are 
missing out on an opportunity to 

free of cost.
Perhaps some awareness 

campaign can be started by your 
readers.
Jim Montgomery, Oban.

Fisheries 
protection    
vessels
Sir,
I refer to your photograph of 
Oban Railway Pier - early 1960s
in a recent edition of The Oban 
Times and reference to the vessel 
Mull
vessel.

For all I know there could 
have been a Fisheries Protection 
vessel of the same name as the St 
Kilda supply vessel that was well 
known in Uist at that same time, 
in the early 60s.

However my guess is that the 
vessel in your photograph is 
actually the latter one and not in 

The Mull that was familiar 
to us living in proximity to the 
rocket range was an Isles Class 
trawler built for coastal patrol 
work during the Second World 
War. 

After the War, the vessel was 
transferred to the Royal Army 
Service Corps and in Septem-
ber 1958 she commenced the 
Hebrides Winter Maintenance 
Programme, supplying South 
Uist and St Kilda over the winter 
months, taking over from the 
landing crafts used for this 
work in the summer when it was 

vessels to beach in the South 
Ford between Benbecula and 
South Uist as well as at Village 
Bay on St Kilda.

The Mull left the islands in 
1973 and was eventully sold into 
the commercial shipping sector.

Winter resupply of St Kilda is 
now undertaken by helicopter 
from Benbecula and a military 
landing craft is used in the 
summer, running between Loch 
Carnan on South Uist and Vil-
lage Bay, St Kilda.
Alasdair MacEachen, 15 Aird, 
Benbecula. 

Clydebank   
ceilidh
THE LAST monthly ceilidh 
of the year for Clydebank 
and District Highlander’s 
Association was well 
supported, despite inclement 
weather

And the crowd was treated 
to an evening of popular and 
enjoyable music with all the 

Charlie MacColl, who 
chaired the event, and James 
Cameron travelled down from 
Lochaber and both sang, as 
did Gillebride MacMillan 
and young Ainslie Hamill, a 
Gaelic learner who hopes to 
compete in the Silver Pendant 
at the 2013 Royal National 
Mod in Paisley. 

A feature of the evening’s 
entertainment was that each of 
the singers sang well-known 
songs and unlike at many 
ceilidhs nowadays much use 
was made of the accompanist, 
on this occasion Kirsteen 
Grant. Indeed, this particular 
concert seemed to include all 
the constituent parts of what 
would have been deemed to be 
the requisite of all such events 
in past years.  

There was top class piping 
from young Robert Wood, 
Susan MacFadyen played 
beautiful accordion selections 
and, of course, no traditional 
ceilidh would be complete 
without an array of home 
baking. 

The ‘Bankies’ are unique 
in that they still provide such 
ceilidhs monthly and as I 
have frequently commented 
in this column they provide 
an excellent platform for the 
many young and competent 
artistes resident in and around 
Glasgow. 

But, unfortunately, the 
demography of the audience is 
quite different. 

It is now more than eight 
years since I took over writing 
this column and at the end 
of each year I have come to 
appreciate the problems facing 
the local associations as they 
strive to provide a syllabus 
which will attract audiences of 
all ages in good numbers.

Someone, somewhere needs 
to come up with a formula 
which can attract a young 
audience to support the young 
performers - not an easy task.

Celtic Connections 
2013
IN THE next few weeks I 
will be highlighting some 
of the concerts to take place 
at this year’s festival but if 
you have not already done 
so there is still time to take 
advantage of the discount 
card which if used to purchase 
tickets by December 27 will 

be discounted by 15 per cent 
and by 10 per cent from then 
onwards. 

If you are still struggling to 
think of Christmas present 
ideas, why not get a Celtic 
Connections programme and 
buy tickets for your friends or 
relations. Some of the concerts 
are already sold out so don’t 
delay and if you stay outwith 
the city remember that hotels 
and restaurants have excellent 
deals throughout the festival.

Highland Library 
Support
FOR ALL students and 
visitors interested in studying 
the music and history of the 
Great Highland Bagpipe, 
the Highland Library at the 
National Piping Centre is a 

The centre is currently 
looking to increase the 
stock with more books, 
manuscripts, CDs, DVDs 
and records to make it a hub 
for generations to come. You 
can donate directly online 
through crowdfunder at 
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
investment/the-highland-
library-project-at-the-national 
-piping-centre-1449. There 
will be National Piping Centre 
related rewards for those who 
choose to donate.

Oban High
School FPs
THE 2013 annual dinner 
dance of Oban High School 
Former Pupils will take place 
in the Crowne Plaza Hotel on 
Saturday March 9. 

The speaker will be John 
MacDonald who attended 
the school between 1960 and 
1965 and who is currently 
a freelance journalist based 
in Dubai. Further details are 
available from Anne Byiers, 
telephone 0141 943 0281 or 
annebyiers@hotmail.com

Pub scene
IN THE Park Bar this 
weekend, music will be 
provided by Robert Nairn 
on Friday, Gunna Sound 
on Saturday and by Nicky 
McMichan on Sunday while 
in the Islay Inn it will be 
Crooked Reel on Friday and 
the Keelies on Saturday.  

There is still time to buy 
the calendar produced by 
the Islay Inn which features 
many of the staff looking as 
unattractive as possible in 
various guises. All money 
raised will go to charity, the 
main recipient being Yorkhill 
Children’s Foundation.
Nollaig Chridheil to all 
readers of this column.
Neil Murray. Tel: 0141 954 
8105. Email: neilfmurray@
yahoo.co.uk.

FORESTRY Commission Scotland always had a tricky job on its 
hands stablising a hillside above the A82 south of Fort William 
ahead of felling operations in the New Year.

We have no reason to doubt measures being taken to stop loose 
rock tumbling on to the road will be up to the job.

But when an experienced local engineer questions whether those 
measures are adequate, some weight must be given to those con-
cerns.

George Wilson has no axe to grind – he is only seeking reassur-
ances from the commission that the lifeline route and those using it 
are at no risk.

The slope over the A82 at Glen Righ Forest is fearsome and it is to 
be hoped that the wholescale removal of trees and vegetation will not 
have unintended – and potentially unfavourable - consequences.    

Not a few have noted the landslip-prone A83 at the Rest and Be 
Thankful lies below a treeless mountain.
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Wishing all our 
customers a very 
Merry Christmas 
and all the best in 

the New Year

Roni’s 
Chainsaw Art

Campbell’s Dairies
D.J. Campbell & Son

Achnashelloch Farm, Lochgilphead
and The Dairy, Mossfield Drive, Oban

Retailers of milk, dairy produce, potatoes and eggs

Douglas, Jean, Stewart, Yvonne 
and all the team wish their customers 

throughout Argyll & the Islands a 
Very Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year

Tel: 01546 605273

Tel: 01631 563684
Email: carpetservoban@btconnect.com

Wishing all our 
customers a merry 

Christmas and a 
happy New Year

Carpet Services
OBAN

Donald Files 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

would like to wish all his customers a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Telephone 01631 565043
Mobile 077327 32447

Mary-Jean Devon
would like to take 
this opportunity to 
wish all her family 

and friends 
a Happy Christmas 
and a healthy and 
peaceful New Year 

in 2013.Croft Road | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5JL 
Tel: 01631 567491   www.firststepsoban.co.uk

To all our families and friends, 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Paparazzi and all it’s staff 
would like to Thank 

everybody for a fantastic 
year and wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy and Safe New year!

Open until 2am during 
Christmas and New Year. 

Don’t miss our 
Hogmanay Party!
Open until 3am - Free entry!

 Got a function? 
Free function room available 
- call for details 07770 931967

Breadalbane Street, Oban

A McPhee Haulage
Shore Road, Connel, Oban Tel: 07836 538718

Suppliers of quarry products and site clearances.
ALASTAIR WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL HIS CUSTOMERS

A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A GOOD NEW YEAR

Continued from page one
Glen Moriston farmer Martin 
Girvan voiced similar concerns.

‘If you want a big increase in 
community ownership does the 
government have enough money 
to bail them out if they get into 

Professor Hunter challenged 
that view. He said: ‘So far that 

there would be a question of the 
government baling them out just 
by the fact they are community 
estates, any more than the gov-
ernment would bail out a private 

Mr Hunter also pointed out total 
external funding for the 500,000 
acres of community land over 
the years, from government, HIE 
and the Lottery, totalled just £32 
million – ‘the cost of 600 yards 

Strontian man Jamie McIntyre, 
of the Woodland Crofts Partner-
ship, unfavourably compared 

– which has 920,000 individual 
forest owners.

He called for more local 
groups, not just community 
interest companies, to be able to 
purchase parcels of land.

‘To pin [community right to 
buy] on a single structure seems 
unnecessarily rigid, when there 
are other democratic bodies out 

Deadline for written submis-
sions to the Land Reform Review 
Group is January 11.

Groups
clash over 
community
land
ownership

said farewell to crew manager James 
MacCorquodale at a function at the Highland 
Getaway in the village on Friday.

Mr MacCorquodale served Highlands 
and Islands Fire and Rescue Service for 23 
years. 

Colleagues past and present from Fort 
William and Kinlochleven attended the 
event, which was organised by Kinlochleven 
watch manager Brian Spence.

Mr Spence said: ‘James was an excellent 

Group manager Pat McElhinney presented 
Mr MacCorqudale with a service plaque and 
silver mounted axe bought by Kinlochleven 

Mr McElhinney said: ‘James was 
an excellent crew manager and young 

him. He was very calm, responsible, reliable 
and a credit to his family. Being a retained 

families also.

provide this Christmas as they lose time 
with their families to help others in their 
communities, which is the most honourable 
of dedications.

A CAOL man accused of 

youngsters and threatening to 
shoot them has been found not 
guilty, despite later telling police 

to them.
David MacKay had denied 

brandishing the metre-long 
gun at the youths, shouting and 
swearing at them and threatening 
them with violence at MacMillan 
Place in the Lochaber village on 
October 30.

After a four-hour trial at 
Fort William Sheriff Court, 
Sheriff Noel McPartlin said 

case had left him in doubt.
He said: ‘I feel there are 

evidence. 

IT WAS standing room only 

Bridge, on Sunday afternoon for 

annual Christmas Concert.

the church to hear performances 
of traditional festive songs and 

Provisional   
licence holder 
denies drink 
driving
A PROVISIONAL licence 
holder has denied driving in 
Fort William while twice the 
alcohol limit.

Ewan Gourlay, of 110 
Lundavra Road, pled not 

without insurance and driving 
without supervision on Belford 
Road and North Road on 
December 16.

Appearing from custody, the 
44-year-old is also accused of 
threatening to spit in the faces 

to have Hepatitis C, at Fort 
William Police Station later the 
same day.

Sheriff Noel McPartlin 
released Gourlay on bail and 
ordered him to return for trial 
on February 11.

Family members of the 
teenagers in the public gallery 
reacted with disbelief as the 
verdict was read out.

Mr MacKay, of 19 MacMillan 
Place, admitted he had shouted 
and sworn at the children, but 
said the only threat of violence 

However, the 30-year-old 
construction student, who enjoys 
hunting rabbits with his father, 
did admit to telling police later 

One of the teenagers, Arran 
Watson, told the court the 
incident occurred after his 
friends threw a can and a plastic 

The 16-year-old said Mr 

abuse at the youngsters through 
the living room window before 
David MacKay appeared at the 

Mr Watson said: ‘He was 
holding it across his chest, then 
he moved it round and pointed it 

A 13-year-old girl who was 
with Mr Watson said Mr 

window before moving to get 

‘David went to the door with a 

The girl also claimed Mr 

sight and said she saw Sandy 
MacKay holding a handgun, 

evidence.

Pat McElhinney, right, with James MacCorquodale, wife Gail and Highlands and Islands Fire and Rescue colleagues at the 
presentation. 

By RICHARD HADDOCK

Gun accused 
walks free 
from court

Lochaber Music School string orchestra delighted the audience at the show on Sunday afternoon. 20_f51roy01

to join in with carol singing. The 
LMS youngsters showed their 
range with a variety of perform-

-
sion of Must The Winter Come 
So Soon.

Francesca Rose entertained with 

performance of Joy to the World 
proved a popular highlight.

Lochabair – fresh from winning 
gold at the Mod – rounded off the 

show with renditions of Iesum 

Choirill. LMS director Peter 
Rose said: ‘These instruments 

do it so well. We are very proud 

Standing room only for music school concertYoung golfer selected for top tuition

Disbelief as man is cleared of 
pointing weapon at youngsters

Support exists for 
new ferry link

Charity helps 
trio into new 
Fort homes

A BANAVIE Primary 7 pupil has been accepted for top-class golf 
tuition at Nairn Dunbar Golf Course.

Scott Lawrie, aged 11, was informed by the Scottish Golf Union 
North District he was one of eight young golfers selected to 

Torrance. Scott caught the eye at a recent Newtonmore Golf Club 
junior open – where he came second. Scott is a member of Fort 

A LOCHBOISDALE to Mallaig 
ferry would gain huge popular 
support if it were introduced on 
a trial basis next year, research 

The Scotinform survey found 
89 per cent of respondents 

service, while 84 per cent said 

research as it views the service 
-

eration strategy.
Mallaig Harbour Manager 

Robert MacMillan described the 

Communities in Lochaber 
and South Uist have long cam-

other routes. He told The Oban 
Times
a strong case for the service. 
Mallaig Harbour Authority and 
Mallaig Community Council are 
standing by their support for the 
introduction of the ferry.

‘We would welcome it on a 
trial basis. Doing the trial would 
provide the economic argument 

service re-introduced as soon as 

He added: ‘We have long 

championed this. The Mallaig 
road has been upgraded – every-

According to HRTF chairman 
and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
leader Angus Campbell, the 
results proved ‘overwhelming 

venture.
He said: ‘Equally importantly, 

it shows clear prospects for 
economic renewal for the local 
economy if the service is intro-

survey available to Transport 
Scotland and would hope to meet 
the Scottish Government soon to 

‘In the meantime, I would 
re-iterate the recent call by 
HRTF to Transport Scotland to 
ensure that the up-coming fer-
ries review is clear in regard to 
future prospects for a Lochbois-
dale-Mallaig ferry and that the 
Scottish Government announces 
a trial in 2013 at the very earliest 

HRTF is an alliance of com-
munity and business groups, 
local politicians, the comhairle 
and agencies committed to the 
development of the Outer Hebri-
des. South-Uist-based ‘Missing 

was set up in February, is also 

THREE adults who have com-
munication support needs are 
being supported to live in new 
homes in Fort William with the 
help of charity Sense Scotland. 

Funded by Highland Coun-
cil, the specially renovated, 
individual homes will mean the 
tenants can lead more independ-
ent lives in the heart of the local 
community. 

Fiona Johnston, locality man-

and Fort William, said: ‘Sense 
Scotland, Highland Health and 

the tenants, their families and 
carers to ensure the transition to 
their new homes ran smoothly 
and involved them in every 

Sense Scotland had already 
been supporting one of the ten-
ants, Katie, in her own home in 

years.
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Argyll Publishing, Glendaruel, Argyll PA22 3AE Scotland
tel 01369 820229

www.argyllpublishing.co.uk

Wishes all their customers a merry 
Christmas and a happy new year

Office 1, 7E Glengallan Road, Oban
01631 564955

Plumbing, Heating 
and Electrical 

Engineers

Jim and Stephen would like 
to thank their customers 
for their support in 2012 

and wish them 
a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Wishing all our customers & suppliers a very 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year

Craignure
Isle of Mull
PA65 6AY
01680 812475
01680 812393
info@tslcontractors.co.uk

and General Building Works

1st Choice
Slating

Tiling

Chimney Work
Roughcasting

Leadwork

Cement Work

Flat Roofs Repaired 
or Replaced 

General Building 
Repairs and 
Maintenance

Insurance Work 
and Storm Damage

Guttering Repaired 
or Replaced

Velux Windows 
Supplied
and Fitted

Moss Removal on 
Roof and Garages

mcphersons foods

Tel: 01631 564700
Mill Lane, 

Lochavullin, Oban 
Argyll PA34 4PL

Wilma and staff 
would like to thank 
their customers for 
their support in 2012 
and look forward to 
se0eing them in 2013.

BLACK OF DUNOON 
(BAKERS) LTD

113 George Street Dunoon 
Argyll PA23 8BS

Merry Christmas to 
all customers and a 

prosperous New Year 
Tel: (01369) 702311

Wishing all our readers a very merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year

www.obantimes.co.uk

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
We wish all our clients a Merry 

Christmas and all the best for 2013
Enquiries welcomed from: 

LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS; SKYE 
AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942

Jamie would like to wish all his 
customers a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.

Thank you for all your 
support in 2012

jamie@obanjoiner.co.uk
07917810236

Thank you to everyone who joined in the Winter 
Festival events. Without local support and 

volunteers it wouldn’t have been the success 
it was. Merry Christmas and see you next year 

22nd Nov – 1st Dec 2013.

PORTREE Primary School ‘A’ 
team proved they can marshal 
an argument when they won the 
Skye and Lochalsh Rotary Club 
‘Youth Speaks’ tournament.

Chloe Urquhart, Jonathon 
Smith and Rachel Mackinnon 
spoke expertly about the issues 
associated with the variable 
instrumental tuition fees 
charged across the country.

The articulate pupils were not 
only the winners of the primary 
competition but came top of 
the overall competition, which 
featured teams from primary 
schools in Skye and Lochalsh, 
and from Portree and Plockton 
high schools.

A GROUP of local women handed over a 
cheque for £110 to Lochaber Women’s Aid  
(LWA) in Fort William last Wednesday after 
raising the cash at a home baking stall on the 
High Street.

In return, LWA presented ‘The Fabulous 

of their efforts. 
The informal ceremony took place at the 

group’s open day, which was organised as 
part of a ‘16 Days of Activism’ campaign 
to raise public awareness of LWA’s work 

and the help available to women suffering 
domestic abuse. Home baker June MacLean 
told The Oban Times: ‘We just want to raise 
funds for different charities. Our next one 
is for the neo-natal unit at Aberdeen Royal 

HIGHLAND Council has moved to allay 
parents’ concerns that Kinlochleven 
High School is being denied promised 

head teacher John McGilp’s secondment 
to Thurso High School.

Last week in The Oban Times, a 
furious parent council claimed an 
intolerable burden was being placed on 
acting head teacher Gordon Milne, who 
has to juggle his new role with teaching 
chemistry and sourcing temporary staff 
cover. 

THE RECOVERY of a burnt 
out lorry from the A82 north of 
Fort William on October 15 was 
carried out ‘professionally’, an 
investigation has found.

Transport Scotland ordered the 
probe after criticisms that the 
operation, which closed the road 
for 10 hours, could have been 
done more quickly.

In a response to Fort William 
Chamber of Commerce follow-
ing a video-link conference days 
after the incident, Transport 
minister Keith Brown accepted 
there has been ‘inconvenience 
and disruption’ but said sear-
ing heat had complicated the 
removal of wreckage.

He said: ‘It is understood that 
this closure was extended by 

amount of mess caused by the 

the Independent Performance 
Group (PAG) to review the 
recovery operation…looking 
at the reasons for the length of 
closure and the actions taken by 
all parties.

‘The report established that 
recovery began at 10.30am, how-
ever problems were encountered 
trying to remove the trailer from 
the HGV as the metal coupling 

two main delays to recovery 
therefore were caused by waiting 
for heat to diminish and separat-
ing the trailer from the wreckage 
of the HGV. 

‘PAG found that the aftermath 
of the incident, including the 
phased reopening of the A82, 
had been dealt with profession-
ally by all parties, co-ordinated 
by Northern Constabulary, al-
lowing the road to be re-opened 
at the earliest opportunity.’

Responding to the chamber’s 
concerns regarding the increase 
in cyclists on major trunk routes, 
Mr Brown said the 80-mile 
Caledonian Way cycle path from 
North Ballachulish to Inverness 
was programmed for completion 
by 2015, funding permitting.

Chamber of commerce chair-
man Don Hind said: ‘Mr Brown 
has given a comprehensive 
response to all the issues raised 
including a detailed analysis of 
the process undertaken after the 

15. Mr Brown has also agreed 
to take part in the chamber’s 
series of independence debates 
and will present his views to the 
Chamber at the Alexandra Hotel 
on Tuesday January 15.’

No cut in winter           
gritting budget
HIGHLAND Council has given 
assurances that the winter grit-
ting budget will be maintained 
despite spending constraints.

A total of £4.7million has been 
set aside but actual spending 
will be dictated by weather 
conditions.

TEC services committee 
chairman Graham Phillips 
said extra funding would be 
allocated if required to ensure 
the service is maintained 
throughout the winter. He 
said: ‘Manpower levels and 
the number of snowplough and 
gritting vehicles have remained 
the same for several years and 
there are no plans to reduce the 
service.’

He added: ‘I would like to 
extend my appreciation to 
all our staff who go out in all 
weathers and often dangerous 
conditions to keep the roads 
safe for the rest of us.’

As of Tuesday, salt stocks 
stand at 67,532 tonnes – enough 
for 73 days of average frost or 
light snow conditions, or 20 
days of extreme conditions 
requiring continual treatment.

Arrangements are in place to 
re-stock during the winter if the 
rate of use is high.

LOCHABER High School 
(LHS) pupils have formed their 
own company, Handpicked 
Hampers.

Comprising 11 S5 and S6 
girls, the new business set up 
stall at a Christmas Trade Fair 
in Inverness alongside other 
school companies from across 
the Highlands and Moray – and 
coined £321 in sales, winning 
the Mystery Shopper award.

LHS link teacher Marie 
Meldrum said: ‘The pupils have 
been working hard and have some 
fantastic products that would 

gifts for Christmas. The trade 
fairs are a great opportunity for 
people to support pupils from 

Lochaber Women’s Aid staff member Liz Fotheringham, third left, and LWA manager Julie Wileman, second right, accept the cheque 
from Sandra McConnachie, right, of ‘The Fabulous Baking Girls’. 20_f51womens01

Portree politicians of the future? ‘Youth Speaks’ winners 
Jonathon Smith, Chloe Urquhart and Rachel Mackinnon.

And further success came 
when Jonathon was also chosen 
as the best speaker from all the 
teams taking part. 

Delighted Portree head 
teacher John Finlayson told 
The Oban Times: ‘It was great 
to see young people getting the 
opportunity to take part in a 
public speaking competition.

‘What I have noticed is 
that pupils take forward their 
achievements and experiences 
into secondary school and 
beyond. 

‘It is a great grounding for 
them as public speakers.’

In total 16 schools entered the 
event. 

to lift burden on school staff 
By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Fears were also expressed about the 
impact of staff shortages on pupils’ 
learning – especially those studying for 
exams. 

To add to the problem, a PE teacher 
and at least one other staff member is 
leaving. 

teachers and administration support 
– now,’ mother-of-two teenagers Moira 

Hartley said last Tuesday. Another critic 
was parent council chairman Stewart 
Borland, who claimed support for Mr 
Milne and his hard-pressed team ‘has 
just not happened’.

But in a statement this week, the 
council said extra assistance was on its 
way – after the New Year break.

A spokesperson said: ‘Support for 
the school and the acting head teacher 
has included a visit from the quality 

set in the diary for January 2013. 

‘Additional support for curricular 
design has also been agreed, with the 

staff at the start of the new term.
‘In addition, the council has arranged 

for mentor support from an experienced 
head teacher who will be able to 
offer assistance on a range of issues on 
an ongoing basis. 

‘Mr Milne is also part of the secondary 
head teachers network, which met as 
recently as last week and discussed a 
number of whole school issues. This 

approach adds capacity and offers 
support to all head teachers.’

He added: ‘The local 
authority is currently working on a 
local solution to cover the shortfall in 
PE.  

‘Once this is agreed, [Mr Milne] will 
share this with parents. The chemistry 

term basis and the allocation to the 
school has been increased in order to 
make this post as attractive as possible 
to encourage candidates to apply.’

Portree primary 
trio’s winning way 
with words

Handpicked Hampers: Lochaber High School’s successful new business. 

their local schools.’ The girls’ 

Enterprise programme, runs 
like any other with a managing 
director, a marketing director 

others in supporting roles. 
The scheme encourages 

entrepreneurship in young 
people and develops sought 
after business skills. The girls 
said the initiative improves their 

well as their understanding of 
how to run a business.

Handpicked Hampers is 
supported by Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and Highland 
Design Studio, which are acting 
as advisors.

‘Fabulous Baking Girls’ boost aid group funds

Searing heat 
complicated
lorry
recovery

Island off Mull inspires 
college art exhibition

High school pupils launch 
Handpicked Hampers

ST MARY and St Finnan Church 

Alba’s Christmas Eve Gaelic 
service Oidhche Naomh.

The ecumenical celebration 
will feature an address by Father 
James MacNeill and Rev Chris 
MacRae and prayers by Rev 
Donald MacQuarrie. 

Corpach artist 
leads workshop
CORPACH artist Felicity 
Nightingale will lead an 
‘Assemblage’ workshop in 
Kilmallie Community Centre 

Lochaber Art Club’s events of 
the New Year.

Participants will work with 
their own source materials, for 
example items found on a beach 
walk.

A TINY island off the west 
coast of Mull has inspired an art 
exhibition at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
the Gaelic college on Skye.

‘Inch Kenneth’ features the 
work of Anne Devine, David 
Faithfull, Mhairi Killin and 
Veronica Slater – who along with 
curator Alicia Hendrick form the 
artistic group 6ºWEST.

The artists spent a week 
together on the isle and drew on 
different inspirations, among 
them the island’s history which 
includes Saint Kenneth, who is 
said to have founded a monastery 
on the island, and the eccentric 
Mitford family who owned it 
until the late 1960s.

Mairi, who is currently visual 
artist in residence at SMO, said: 

Kyle author’s 
latest book
GAELIC poet and author Angus 
Peter Campbell, from Kyle, has 
launched his latest book, ‘An 
t-Eilean: Taking a Line for a 
Walk.’

Part travelogue, part memoir, 
the Gaelic/English book is 
themed on Angus Peter’s 
upbringing on South Uist and 
Oban and a walk through Skye.

‘Working on Inch Kenneth was 
an exceptional experience for 
6ºWEST and I think the work 

Mairi completed the RSA 
residency at Taigh Chearsabhagh 
in North Uist last year and her 
work has been exhibited widely.

Residence
In 2013, she will be the visual 

artist in residence at the Leighton 
Artists’ Colony, Banff Centre 
for the Arts, Canada, where she 
will continue working on themes 
developed during her time on 
Skye.

‘Inch Kenneth’ runs until 
January 30 in the Atrium at 
Àrainn Chaluim Chille and will 
tour to An Lanntair [Stornoway] 
in February. 

Soloist Margaret Ford from 

Angus Grant will be joined 
by youngsters from Lochaber 
Music School and Mallaig High 
School Choir. Three Lochaber 
High School Gaelic medium 
pupils – S3 pupil Ally Weir from 

S2 girl Rona Nicolson from 
Blarmachfoldach - will give 
bible readings in Gaelic.  

The Kilmallie Singers and 
members of other churches 
throughout the area will join the 
local congregation in well-known 
Gaelic Christmas Carols.

With the focus on the family 
at Christmas, the programme 
travels throughout Lochaber 
visiting young and old, joining 
Christmas celebrations and 
activities as well as highlighting 
the importance of community 
bonds. The programme will be 
broadcast at 11pm.

Highland
population 
increases
HIGHLAND’S population has 
jumped by 23,000 over the past 

2011 Census show.
Figures released by the 

National Records of Scotland 
on Monday show the region 
had 232,000 people, up from 
209,000 in 2001 and a rise of 11 
per cent.

The growth far outstrips the 

-
land’s population now stands at 
5,295,000, the highest ever.

expected, compared with the 
estimates generated annu-
ally based upon the previous 
Census. Reasons as to why 
these these differences exist 

stage, but the picture should 
become clearer as more detailed 
Census results are released 
during 2013. Highland Council 
leader Drew Hendry said: ‘The 

being very successful not only 
at sustaining its population but 
attracting people to the area.’
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INSPIRING photographs of the west coast continue 
to flood in for our Photo of the Year competition.
With some photographic equipment up for grabs for the winners, 
we’re asking you to send in the pictures that sum up why the West is 
the Best, with the focus crisply on your own ideas and concepts.
Entries are being accepted until the end of January.
This week, we present the first of the images to impress our 
judges.  You can vote for your favourite by sending a text to 88010 
using the keyword POY followed by the code below your favourite 
photograph.  
For example, if the number below your photograph is 123, your 
message would read POY 123.
Alternatively complete the voting form at the bottom of this page. 
Photocopies will not be accepted. 
To submit your own photographs for the competition, log on to our 
website at www.obantimes.co.uk/poy or send a CD of your images 
to Wyvex Media, Photo of the Year, Lochavullin Industrial Estate, 
Crannog Lane, PA34 4HB.
Please note that photographs must be large enough to print.

Terms and conditions: 

Brian McMahon, Mull Terrace, Oban: Caledonian Macbrayne’s pride of the fleet sailing into KennaCraig 
on a very still crisp morning on Sunday, November 2. Photo taken by me from MV Lord of The Isles.  
t51brianmcmahon1no

Alexander Clark, Ganavan Road, Oban: Taken beginning of December 2012, in the afternoon, at Wee 
Ganavan beach Oban - a favourite local walk of ours. Typical winters day - bright, bright sun with sky 
to match. t51alexanderclark1no

Sarah Holroyd, via 
email: Rhum pony, 
September 2012.
T51holroyd1no

Jimmy McCallum, 
Lochgilphead: 
Overlooking 
Loch Tulla, from 
Beinn Achaladair, 
28th March 2012.
T51jimmymccallum1no

Mark James, Haverhill, Suffolk: The white sands of Calgary Beach - Isle of Mull April 2012. 
t51markjames1no

Bob Goodman, Campbeltown: View of Glen Catocal Arran, taken December 2012. T51bobgoodman1no James Collett, Campbeltown: This is a picture from a bridge in Bridgend woods in the island of Islay 
at the start of the winter. T51jamescollet1no

Nita Eriksson, 
Oban: A frosty 
morning at Loch 
Creran.
T51nitaeriksson1no

Photo ...........................................................................
Name...........................................................................
Address .......................................................................
.....................................................................................
Telephone....................................................................
Email ...........................................................................

Photo of 
the Year 
competition
To cast your vote in Wyvex Media’s Photo of the Year 
competition complete the form below or text 88010 
using the keyword POY followed by the code below your 
favourite photograph.
Texts cost £1 plus your standard network rate. For full details and 
terms and conditions please see above.

Mull Lines
A WILDLIFE ranger on the Isle of Mull is retiring 
after serving 50 years with Forestry Commission 
Scotland.

Steve Irvine, originally from Carnoustie, joined 
the Forestry Commission as a craftsman at Ran-
noch in 1962.

He soon started his career as a forest stalker and 
after a short spell at Ardgarten Forest, he moved 
to Mull in 1968.

His colleagues and friends gathered recently to 
celebrate his career and wish him well for his re-
tirement. Steve was presented with a long service 

Forest Enterprise Scotland. 
He paid tribute to Steve’s ‘contribution to the 

development and protection of the forests on 
Mull for many years and also his support for 
community initiatives and the success of the Mull 
Eagle Watch’.

Simon Hodge presenting Steve Irvine with 
his long service certificate.

RESIDENTS on the Isle of Mull are being urged to keep an eye on their fuel tanks after thieves hit 
the island.

There have been heating oil thefts in Tiroran where those responsible removed bolts to access the 
tank and drain it before putting the tank back together again.

According to sergeant Mark Stephen this is done ‘with the intention of having the householder 

He said it would have taken a ‘bit of time’ and a ‘lot of bother’ but neighbours didn’t see or hear 
anything. If you notice any suspicious behaviour report it to 01631 510500.

THE PLAN to create a Business Improvement 
District (BID) for Mull, Iona and Ulva has been 
recommended for approval.

A recent meeting of Oban, Lorn and the Isles 
Area Committee heard an ‘informative presen-
tation’ by the BID group.

The committee agreed to recommend that 
Argyll and Bute Council ‘positively support’ 

the BID initiative when it is considered at a full 
meeting today (Thursday).

Richard Nealon, vice chairman of the BID 
steering group, said: ‘It goes before full council 
today and we’re really hoping for a positive 
outcome. 

‘The fact the area committee is behind it is 
fantastic.’

address concerns.
Chief inspector Brian Auld visited the island with a mobile police unit last week when islanders 

turned out in force to meet him and share their thoughts. He said: ‘There has been good attendances 
in some of the villages and a lot of matters raised were road policing matters.

‘The main ones were speeding motorists in the Glen Road to Dervaig particularly around 3pm 

park and concerns over the speed limit outside the new hospital in Craignure.’
Chief inspector Auld said while police were not directly responsible for altering speed limits they 

A NEW singing group aimed at providing 
friendship for older residents on the Isle of Mull 
has started. 

Mull Musical Minds is being led by Elizabeth 
Jack and welcomes elderly people who just fancy 

a sing-song. Refreshments are also provided at 
the sessions, which take place fortnightly. The 
group also welcomes people with dementia or 
other illnesses. For dates and times contact Mull 
and Iona Community Trust on 01680 812900.

A MAN accused of driving a 
motorbike at up to 136 miles 
per hour close to Tyndrum will 
stand trial at Oban Sheriff Court 
on March 4. Hugh MacDougall, 
44, of 242 Drumchapel Road, 
Glasgow, denies driving danger-

A TEENAGER who assaulted 
her sister before kicking and 
punching a police vehicle in 
Tobermory is to be supervised 
for 18 months.

Linda Hughes, 17, of 1 Princes 
Street, Campbeltown, appeared 
at Oban Sheriff Court last week 
to be sentenced for both charges 
after punching her sister in 
the face in Lephin Cottage, 
Glengorm, Mull on October 20.

Sheriff John Herald imposed 
a community payback order 
on Hughes. He said: ‘It seems 

some help and supervision.’

Teenager punched 
sister in the face

POLICE intelligence led to 

man after he threw a package 
into the sea off a pier in Oban.

Robert Clark, 28, of 68 
Beachview Court, Aberdeen 
also admitted assaulting a 

£365 for the two charges when 
he appeared at Oban Sheriff 
Court last week. The court 
heard police had received 
intelligence on November 5 that 
Clark may be in possession of 

on ecstasy on June 30 and £100 
for failing to attend at court on 
October 16. Clark’s behaviour 
was a ‘complete overreaction’ 
according to his defence agent.

Biker accused of 
clocking 136 miles 
per hour

Man threw drugs          
off Oban pier

– encouraging householders to have a safe 
and merry Christmas.

Firemen Garry MacPherson and David 
Wood visited June Pearson at her Millpark 
Avenue home to check how she was doing 

Having been given advice about what to do 

prepared and protected in her home.
She said: ‘I think it is a very good idea, a 

lot of folk might have said no but it is a good 
thing, especially for pensioners.’

Watch commander Garry MacPherson 
added: ‘There has been good take up of 
the visits. It is good for people to have an 

do if one breaks out.
‘As valuable as things are, your life is more 

important. We provide advice, literature and 

‘They are meant to provide an early 

‘Even if you have had a visit – if you move 
house just give us a call and we’ll come 
round to your new property.’ 

at keeping homes and communities safe. 
Staff will provide literature, batteries, 
heat detectors, smoke detectors and advice 
including help with preparing an escape 
plan.

Residents are also reminded to be 
particularly vigilant at this time of year with 

including fairy lights, decorations and 
candles.

‘check’ to 61611.

June Pearson with crew commander David Wood and watch commander Garry MacPherson. 16_t51firesafety01

‘As valuable as things are, your life is more important’
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DISABLED residents of Argyll 
and Bute who were overpaid 
more than £600 each over a 
seven month period as a result 
of a ‘technical error’  were in 
January told they had to pay the 
full amount back at once.

Three people were affected by 
the technical error within Argyll 
and Bute Counci’s District Pay-
ment Allowance (DPA) scheme, 
which saw a total of £1,836 
overpaid to the affected parties 
between April 1 and October 3 
2011.

However, rather than write 
off the error which was entirely 
the council’s fault, the authority 
wrote to the recipients demand-
ing 100 per cent repayment in 
one lump sum.

NEWS that Oban was to have 
a dedicated tourist information 
centre again was announced in 
January, when VisitScotland 
agreed a deal to move into 
premises at the North Pier.

VisitScotland also said it was 
to sell its former home, the old 
St Columba’s Church, adding 
that the Oban team will continue 
to be based in the rear of the 
Grade-C listed building until a 
deal is done.  It promised to con-
tinue to maintain the building in 
the meantime.

OBAN men Graham MacQueen and Cameron Black were among 
seven people with connections to Argyll and the Islands recognised 
in the Queen’s New Year Honours list.

Lochgilphead’s Bill MacCallum is also named on the list, while 
there were honours for Isle of Harris man Donald John MacKay, Du-
noon’s Duncan McGarry plus John McAslan and Maureen Shepherd 
of the University of the Highlands and Islands.

Graham MacQueen was made an MBE in recognition of his 
charitable work in Oban and Lorn.  15_t01graham1

THERE was a surprising start to 2012 for mother Kimberly Thom-

in Branksome Park, Oban, before 32-year-old Kimberly went into 
labour at around 10.30am on New Year’s Day.  The midwives were 
called and within 20 minutes of their arrival, baby Charlotte was 
safely delivered, weighing in at a health 8lbs 14ozs.

Simon and Kimberly Thomson with New Year baby Charlotte. 
16_t01baby01

New Year arrival for Charlotte

Named in Queen’s Honours List

A VOLUNTEER member of Tobermory 
Lifeboat crew won the 2012’s Royal 
National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) 
Photographer of the Year award.

Sam Jones, crew member and press 

took the dramatic winning shot of the 

crew during a man overboard training 
exercise in Bloody Bay, off the coast of 
Mull, in July 2011.

Speaking at the time, she said: ‘It’s 
a huge honour to be named RNLI 
Photographer of the Year and to say 
I’m chuffed is an understatement.’

IT WAS thought one of Oban’s most 
famous assets would have to change 
its name in January after Ganavan’s 
golden sands were washed away.

Recent storms and high tides com-
bined to literally suck the sand off the 
beach, exposing stones and foundations 
of its long-since demolished huts.

Ganavan resident Richard Bingham, 

who fell in love with the scenic setting 
not long after moving to Oban 37 years 
previous, said it was the worst he’d 
ever seen it.

While it is not unusual for the weather 
to cause levels of sand on the beach to 

many decades since Ganavan was so 
acutely affected. 15_t03beach2

Error leads to big 
bill for disabled

Tourist office

Tobermory RNLI crew member and press officer Sam Jones’ winning entry.

Winter storms threaten the  
very name of Ganavan ‘Sands’

Tobermory’s Sam is RNLI 
Photographer of the Year

Gladys and Jimmy Johnston were heroes in a dramatic 1960 sea 
rescue in the Firth of Lorn. 20_f01gladys01

THE ADVENT of the New Year 
prompted a Spean Bridge woman 

time about how her premonition 

dramatic sea rescue.
Gladys Johnston, husband 

Jimmy and friends Tommy and 
Edie Stevenson from Newcastle 
were hailed as heroes after they 

the Firth of Lorn on August 20 
1960.

had capsized in worsening 
weather and Donald Cameron, 
Waverley Cameron, Waverley 
Cameron Junior, Michael 
Acheson and Ned Fingland were 
at the end of their strength after 
clinging to the upturned boat for 
40 minutes.

Heroes of 1960s sea rescue named

FORT Augustus and Inver-
moriston Community Company 
(FAICC) volunteers completed 
local delivery of a booklet detail-
ing feedback to its consultation 
on community priorities for the 
future.

Every local household received 

will guide FAICC’s funding 
decisions until 2017. 

The company receives around 

annum from the nearby Falck 
Renewables Millennium Wind 
Farm and the Scottish Hydro 
Glendoe Community Fund.

NAVY BOMB disposal experts 
from Faslane were called to 
a popular Lochaber beach on 
Tuesday to blow up live World 
War II mortar rounds. 

Salen coastguard team member 
Tom Jackson came across three 
of the unexploded shells while 
walking on the Singing Sands, 
Kentra Bay, Acharacle, late on 
Sunday afternoon.

The beach was cordoned off at 
-

guard members could carry out 
a detailed search.

LOCHABER Burns Club was 
presented with collected items 
from its 113-year history at its 
celebration of the Bard in Fort 
William’s Alexandra Hotel on 
January 27.

Robert Cairns, the club’s 
fundraiser for the past six years, 
has spent recent weeks in Fort 
William Library browsing 

The 
Oban Times dating back over a 
century.

Mr Cairns stood down from his 
role this year and wanted to leave 
the club a lasting memento.

Robert Cairns trawls through 
The Oban Times archives at 
Fort William Library for his 

history of Lochaber Burns Club. 
20_f03burns01

Lochaber Burns 
Club history

PLANS were lodged with Highland Council to transform the former 
Glencoe Hospital into an up-market guesthouse.

Onich man Roger Niemeyer, owner and managing director of 
Alliance Hotel Consultants Ltd., will convert former wards in the 
B-listed building into seven luxury bedroom/lounge suites.

His sales and marketing representation company specialises in the 
travel and tourism industry sector.

Around 40 Glenfinnan residents – almost half the population – turned out for the annual shinty 
match on Saturday to bring in the old Scots New Year. A roaring fire pitchside and warming drams 
– for those over 18 of course - helped keep the cold and rain at bay as spectators and players of all 

ages enjoyed a robust encounter between Glennfinnan ‘A’ and Glenfinnan ‘Stripes’. 

A SLEAT project set up to 
encourage local food production 
expanded its activities in 2012.

In what was its second year of 
operation, Grow to Eat planned 
another series of gardening and 
food-based skills events.

Co-ordinator Claire Nicolson 
said fruit growing and another 
bread-making workshop were 

months of the year.
And following the success of a 

tractor skills workshop last sum-
mer, a tractor maintenance skills 
workshop was also run.

MALLAIG railway station won gold status in a new Keep Scotland
Beautiful awards scheme.

The environmental charity ranked Mallaig as one of Scotland’s 
best after inspecting all 346 stations in the country since July.

Performance was gauged on issues ranging from clearing litter to 
recycling, waste management, and community links.

THE GLENDALE Burns Sup-
per has been a regular feature 
in Glendale Hall for more than a 
quarter of a century.

But this year the event had a 
Skye and Gaelic theme as well 
as the traditional speeches.

Organisers The Glendale Trust 

to also honour renowned Gaelic 
poet Neil MacLeod, who was 
born in Glendale.

Next year marks the 100th 
anniversary of MacLeod’s death 
and the trust wanted to mark his 
contribution to Gaelic literature.

The Glendale Bard, as he 
-

tion of an anthology of his work, 
Clàrsach an Doire, published in 
1883. He lived to see the fourth 
edition of the work in 1909.

A NEW charity set up to main-
tain Scotland’s last working 
turntable ferry started a search 
for a patron to spearhead fund-
raising efforts.  

Glenachulish Preservation 
Trust said it needed a high-pro-

Glenachulish’s running between 
Glenelg and Kylerhea on Skye 
from Easter to October. Chair-
woman of the board of trustees 
Dr Jennifer Frances described 
the ferry as a ‘national treasure’.

PLOCKTON recorded 12 inches 
of rain during December - the 
highest in any month for many 
years.

The deluge meant Lochalsh 
had 75 inches of rain during 
2011, compared with 43 inches 
in 2010.

HIGHLAND Council chiefs 
updated a packed public meet-
ing in Lochcarron village hall 
on January 16 on efforts to 
ease transport chaos caused by 
the ongoing A890 closure at 
Stromeferry.

The audience of 200 heard 
proposals on extending ferry 
times between north and south 
Strome from daylight hours to 
7am to 7pm, and on dualling the 
adjacent railway as the road until 
safety works on the dangerous 
rock face are complete.  

Lochcarron butcher Stewart 
MacKenzie can now take his van 
across on Wednesdays for his 
delivery run to Plockton and felt 
the longer ferry operating hours 
would help.  

A MULTI-MILLION pound 
investment could bring a new 
malt distillery and up to 10 jobs 
to one of the West Highland’s 
remotest communities.  

Fine whiskies seller Adelphi 
Distillery Ltd wants to build 
a whisky plant and visitor 
centre at Glen More, between 
Glenborrodale and Kilchoan in 
Ardnamurchan. 

The distillery, possibly to be 
named Loch Sunart, would join 
Oban, Tobermory and Ben Nevis 
on the west coast whisky trail.  

West Ardnamurchan Com-
munity Council has backed the 
detailed proposals, lodged with 
Highland Council on January 
4, after a presentation from Ar-
dnamurchan Estate and Adelphi 
director Donald Houston.

Lochcarron children board the Sula Mhor on a Monday morning for the first stage of their journey 
to Plockton High School. A bus was waiting on the south side to take them to school. 

Lochcarron
meeting on 
Stromeferry road

Neil Macleod.

Glendale honours 
renowned       
Gaelic poet

Distillery for 
Glen More

Sonia Cameron, left, and Mallaig Station employee Anne 
Cameron were delighted with the award f02mallaig1no

Mallaig station wins ‘beautiful’ gold

Sleat ‘grow to 
eat’ project 
expands

MV Glenachulish is 
national treasure

Left : Glencoe House undergoing weatherproofing works last 
August: now plans have been lodged to convert it into luxury 

holiday accommodation. 

Luxury guesthouse plan 
for ex-Glencoe Hospital

Acharacle bomb

Plockton rain

Invermoriston
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ride from his Lochailort home to 

the position.

The pair ran the local shop and 

after World War II.
BIG-HEARTED Lochaber 

residents contributed almost 
£700 to RNLI coffers at the 

annual SOS fundraising day 
at Ballachulish Visitor Centre. 
Puzzles, an RNLI sweepstake, 
crosswords, raffles, teas and 
a silent auction for a signed, 
limited edition print boosted 
the total to £678.50. Centre 
manager Stewart Borland is 
pictured with staff member 

Sally Mortimer and volunteer 
Heather Borland. 

Left: Young Lochaber shinty 
players celebrate after winning 

the Primary 5 and under 
regional play offs at the Nevis 

Centre. The team, coached 
by Lochaber player Martin 

Porter, went on to represent 
the area in the RBS national 

finals at Lochaber High School. 
20_f07shinty01

Morar Community Trust members, left to right, Anna Cornelius , Tiina Heinonen, Gemma van der 
Zanden, Audrey MacEachen and Keith Elwell. Not pictured is Eleanor MacVarish.

Local people were warned to keep away from a 75-foot decommissioned fishing vessel marooned on the shoreline at Caol. The boat 
broke its moorings at Treslaig during the December 8 storm and was driven across Loch Linnhe onto the shingle at Canal Parks.

 20_f07ship01

Museum says 
goodbye to curator

FEBRUARY

John Bryden. 

Moscow marathon 
motorbike ride

£1.2m dental clinic opens in Portree

Barber James MacDonald first picked up his scissors in the early 1960s.

The new dental clinic in Portree saw its first customers this week.

100 years young: Margaret with her telegram from the Queen at 
her birthday celebrations. The Oban Times

Oban friends and climbers Piotr Wojtyla and Marek Kochmanski demonstrated the ideal way to survive in 
a snow-hole in Ben Nevis in February – by reading The Oban Times. Despite temperatures dipping as low as 

-15°C, the natives of Poland fully intended on spending the night in the snow hole as part of their careful plan. 
Speaking afterwards, Piotr, left, said: ‘I had climbed Ben Nevis before but that was in April and I didn’t realise 

how much snow would be at the summit.’

the retired farmer trapped on a hillside in 

Slaterich Farm. 

on Isle of Kerrera

Oban High School pupil Lauren 
Tennant got the surprise of her 

life in February when Harry 
Potter film star Rupert Grint 

dropped in to the Taychreggan 
Hotel on the shores of Loch 
Awe. Lauren was delighted 

to meet her idol and jokingly 
asked if he would marry her. 
To her surprise, he said ‘yes’!

Rupert was staying at the hotel 
while filming an advert for 

VisitBritain at Kilchurn Castle. 

ments Ltd.
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MARCH

The Oban Times revealed that 
plans were being drawn up to 
develop a luxury spa hotel on the 
outskirts of Oban, together with 
a development of 40 chalets.

Proposed for Tom Liath near 
Dunbeg, the developer is still to 
formally apply for permission 
to build the hotel, which would 
include a leisure centre.

Access to the site is to be cre-
ated via a new roundabout on the 
A85 at the Oban side of the Half 
Way Filling Station and will be 
jointly developed by the West 
Highland Housing Association 
(WHHA), as it will provide 
access on the village side to 150 
homes being developed as part 
of the Dunbeg corridor.

AFTER 22 years at the helm of 
adventure company Hebridean 
Pursuits, Connel’s Steve Thomas 

of 76.

FOUR Oban High School pupils swapped the 
classroom for the road in an effort to get more 
children interested in science.  

Science students, from left, Richard Thomson, 
Roheel Arshad, Thomas Dalgaty and Angus 
Sinclair toured Lorn’s primary schools with their 
roadshow, visiting 10 primary schools across the 
Lorn area.

The S6 pupils travelled 200 miles in two days, 
receiving rave reviews from head teachers. 

A TALE by Oban schoolgirl Caitlin McCuish of how goblins and 
fairies planned a party to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
won the favour of Her Royal Highness.

Eight-year-old Caitlin, of Miller Road, penned the story after her 
mum suggested she wrote something about the year-long celebra-
tions. So with words and pictures she created a fantastical tale that 
thrilled the Queen so much she wrote to thank Caitlin for her efforts. 
Caitlin said: ‘I’m really happy she liked it.’

Caitlin is pictured with the letter from Buckingham Palace thank-
ing her for her story.

PLANS were announced to illuminate McCaig’s Tower for miles 
around to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee – by lighting a 

on June 2. Mr MacQueen said: ‘Last year, Oban went viral across 

repeat that level of interest.’
The event failed to materialise, however, with a pre-planned wed-

ding and safety fears putting paid to the proposal.

New luxury hotel 
for Dunbeg

Pupils take science 
roadshow on tour

ARISAIG residents hit back at claims by a Scottish Government 
reporter there was ‘shocking amount of rubbish’ on local beaches.

The reporter said the waste could be a deterrent to tourists visiting 
the area and recommended locals should hold clear-up campaigns. 
But local woman Joyce Wilkinson said litter gets washed onto the 
shoreline every winter, and locals already hold regular clean-ups on 
the beaches before the summer.

Green-fi ngered youngsters from Banavie Primary School visited Lochaber Rural Education Centre 
to plants seeds which they will cultivate over the next few months. As part of the centre’s annual 

‘Seed to Supper’ project, the P4 pupils planted a variety of seeds, including potatoes, onions, 
sweetcorn and squash, as well as fl owers. From left: Gregory Woodward, Andrew Dingwall, Ciara 

Muir, Ena Wood and Jo Barr Moir planting their seeds. 

YOUNG pipers from Lochalsh 
and Lochaber were among the 
major winners in the National 
Piping Centre’s annual junior 
championships in Glasgow.

Brighde Chaimbeul from Kyle, 

under-15 pìobaireachd, second 
in the march and second in the 
strathspey and reel. 

Meanwhile, 15-year-old Sandy 
Cameron from Roy Bridge, who 
is taught by Iain MacFadyen of 
Kyle, won the under-15 strath-
spey and reel, and came third in 
the march.

A COUNCIL-owned site on 
Ardgour Road in Caol emerged 
as a contender for the new stand-
alone Gaelic primary school 
proposed for Fort William.

The school had seemed certain 
to be built on ground within 
Miller Developments’ upcoming 

on the Blar Mhor.
That option remains on the 

table, but Caol has entered the 
frame as the council seeks to 
ensure value for money. 

An appraisal report on both 
sites is going before the educa-
tion, culture and sport commit-
tee at Inverness on March 8.

PORTREE Primary School was 
top of the class when its pupils 
outscored 13 other teams to win 
the Skye and Lochalsh Primary 
Rotary Quiz. 

The Portree team of Dougal 
McKiggan, Johnathan Smith, 
Emily MacDonald and Lauren 
Gunn, pictured above with their 
trophy, answered 95 per cent of 
the questions correctly. The quiz 
quartet went forward to represent 

in Ballintore on May 12

Gaelic primary 
school site at Caol?

FORT William Community 
Council (FWCC) called for plans 
for the long-proposed Caol link 
road to be revived by Highland 
Council.

Plans to create a connection 
from An Aird to the A830 Road 

proposed more than 20 years 
ago, but have never progressed 
to the construction phase. 

FWCC chairman Neil Clark 
wrote to TEC Services director 
Neil Gillies requesting to have 
the Caol link road ‘included in 
the capital plan at the earliest 
opportunity’.

Calls for link road 
plans to be revived

A BRONZE sculpture to com-
memorate two Isle of Skye 
mountaineering legends took a 
step closer to becoming reality 
thanks to a £100,000 cash boost.

Local campaigners the Collie 
and Mackenzie Sculpture Group 
has already raised £97,000 to-
wards the artwork at Sligachan.

But now the group has an-
nounced Highland LEADER is 
contributing £63,209 towards 
its Seoid nam Beann (Heroes of 
the Hills) project. The Heritage 
Lottery Fund will add £25,000, 
Highland Council £9,950 and 
the Robertson Trust £5,000.

The funding will go towards 
a rural car park, an information 
shelter with six interpretation 
panels, a stone seat and bronze 
relief of the Cuillin with braille, 
wheelchair-friendly paths and a 
part-time project worker.

Sculpture plan         
a step closer

Youngsters sow seeds of their supper

Colin Kennedy shows his delight as the Crofting Commission 
election result is declared at Inverness. A crofter on the Isle of 

Coll, Mr Kennedy will represent the South West Highlands on the 
Crofting Commission. 

IT WAS history in the making 
on Friday March 16 as crofter 
candidates gathered at the Town 
House in Inverness hoping to 

sentatives on the new Crofting 
Commission.

The electronic count of 
thousands of postal votes went 
smoothly, taking just over two 
hours to complete.

The occasion was not without 

their legendary disregard for 
rank or reputation.

Both Highland Council con-
vener Michael Foxley and TEC 
services chairman John Laing 
failed to be elected, beaten by 
Coll’s Colin Kennedy and Ian 
George MacDonald from Braes, 
Isle of Skye, respectively.

Murdo MacLennan took the 
Western Isles, defeating Roder-
ick MacDonald 941 to 609 in the 

Historic Crofting Commission elections

Talented young musicians Francesca Rose, left, and Corran Wineberg were among the winners at 
the Lochaber Music Festival, which concluded with a Grand Festival Concert in Kilmallie Hall.
The fi ve days of competition saw some exceptional performances and entries well up on the 

previous year. 

Brighde Chaimbeul, second right, and Sandy Cameron, fourth from left, enjoyed a successful junior 
championships in Glasgow.

Lochalsh and 
Lochaber

success in 
Glasgow

Left: Local Arisaig youngsters held another beach clean up before 
the summer tourist season.

Arisaig beach rubbish 
comments rile residents

As founder and patron of the 
Roses Charitable Trust, which 
runs alongside the commercial 
arm, Steve helped more than 
10,000 children and young 

adults in his time, particularly 
young carers.

Retirement
Pictured relaxing at Brown 

Bluff on the Antarctic Peninsula 

during a voyage to celebrate his 
retirement, Steve handed over 
the reigns to fellow founder 
Andy Spink and successor Jane 
Sayer.

DECEMBER 2011

FESTIVE SEASON FOOD SPECIAL Recipes for a memorable Christmas Day from four top chefs 

THE BATTLE OF MAYHOW BEAVERS COLONISED THE TAYBRINGING WHISKY BACK TO LEWISMARK BEAUMONT:THE EXPLORER

MONARCH OF THE GLEN

Plus

ICONIC SCOTTISH FILM LOCATIONS

25Our Christmas gift guide

REVEALED 

THE WORLD’S 

FINEST 
WHISKIES

COUNTRY NEWS   INTERIORS   GARDENS   FOOD & DRINK   PROPERTY   ANTIQUES   FASHION   TRAVEL  DECEMBER 2011. £3.60

PAGES OF

30%
SAVEOVER*

Offers available to new UK subscribers only. For worldwide subscription rates please call us 
on 0044 1631 568000 or visit 

.*Saving based on 3 issues for £1, thereafter £9.99 per quarter paid by Direct Debit, 
available only by calling or completing the DD form. (1st Year Only)

3 issues for £1,
30%*

or

1 issue free
or

4th subscription free

Choose from one of 3 
amazing Christmas offers:

  Call
Complete

Click

Looking for the 
perfect gift?

1

2

3
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APRIL

STAFF at Argyll and Bute 
Council’s headquarters said 
they were ‘living in fear for their 
jobs’ after two council press 

– subsequently resigning.
Sources within the Kilmory 

The Oban Times 
they were afraid to make casual 
conversation in the corridors 
following the departure of the 

independent investigator John 
Clayton accused them of sending 
inappropriate instant messages.

The council ended an inves-
tigation into the pair’s conduct 
when they resigned.

Mr Clayton was investigating 
allegations – since proved false 
– that then communications 
manager Jo Smith had used 
social networking to spy on 
council staff.  

Staff questioned by Mr Clayton 
faced up to 100 questions during 
face-to-face interviews which 
lasted several hours.

CHILDREN in Oban were able to rest a bit 
easier in April after the town’s favourite 
playtime organisation received a big boost 
to its funding.

Housing Association to go towards its 

Toy Cupboard’s work as a ‘lifeline’ to par-
ents who need support – or just friendship. 

ery of the cheque.

STAFF at Oban’s Atlantis 
Leisure have been praised after 
an eight-year-old boy was saved 
from drowning in a swimming 
pool.

Lifeguard Kevin Keen resusci-
tated the lifeless youngster after 
pulling him from the bottom of 
the deep end during a family fun 
session.

Fellow lifeguards assisted 
him and other staff members 

emergency procedure kicked 
into action.

‘Instinct and adrenalin kick in 
and before I knew it the boy was 
coming round.

‘I was in shock afterwards but 

was okay.  It was back to work as 
normal the next day.’

A COUNCIL boss shocked a 
Mull village hall audience when 
he said he would consider priva-
tising services – because private 
companies ‘pay their staff less’.

The claim sparked an angry 
exchange between top table top 
table speakers and questioners 
at an ill-tempered public meet-
ing to discuss the future of the 
proposed Mull Progressive Care 
Centre.

Council’s head of service for 

from the packed hall when he 

council is not an employment 

‘My job is to make money go 
further – I am not allowed to 
spend more than I am given.’

THE NEXT two years could 
make or break the Jura Passenger 
Ferry Service but its operators 
said they were looking forward 
to the pressure that comes with 
proving its worth.

which runs between Tayvallich 

and Craighouse on Jura in under 

years after Argyll and Bute 
Council and the Scottish Gov-
ernment announced late funding 
packages.

Jura Development Trust Rob 

previous years by marketing the 
service better and the two-year 
funding package allows us to 
plan that more effectively.’

Skipper Nicol MacKinnon 

hopefully we get to keep the 
service.’

A YOUNG group of players 
who have risen through every 
age group at Isle of Mull Rugby 
Club secured one of the club’s 

returned home from Inverness 
with the Highland Sevens title.

The Mull club last won the 

many of the current squad was 
born.

Mull Rugby Club coach Gerry 

there with the best achievements 
at Mull Rugby Club.’

Saved from 
drowning

The Toy Cupboard gets funding boost

Jura ferry aims to prove its worth

Mull win 
Highland
Sevens Lifeguard Kevin Keen 

resuscitated the youngster.

Care boss causes 
gasps on Mull

Council staff  in 
fear for jobs

ARDNAMURCHAN is to 
become the home of Scotland’s 
newest whisky distillery after 
Highland councillors voted in 
favour of an application from 
Adelphi Distillery Ltd.

and visitor centre at Glenbeg 
after a site visit on Tuesday 
April 17. Around 60 members of 
the public attended the visit and 
the meeting in Shielbridge Hall 
afterwards. Although they were 
not allowed to participate in the 

in the packed hall showed their 
delight when the councillors’ 
gave Adelphi the thumbs up.

AROUND 140 aspiring musi-
cians from across Lochaber 

Lochabair - the annual teaching 
festival of traditional Gaelic 

for young people.

age of eight upwards the chance 
to get tuition from some of the 
top traditional musicians in the 

and Ross Martin. 

AFTER basking in sunshine last 
week during an unseasonable 

Highlands woke up to a thick 
covering of snow on Tuesday 
April 3.

the white stuff while the higher 

a similar covering. Main roads 
were kept clear after gritters 
were sent out on Monday night. 

The return of wintry weather 
follows the warmest March ever 
recorded in Scotland.

LOCHABER boxing fans were treated to a night of non-stop action 

than nine local boxers took the ring against opponents from across 
Scotland.

An estimated 400 people packed into the popular venue to cheer 
on their favourites – and were treated to some high-quality boxing.

GLENCOE Mountain Rescue 

ing exploits since it was formed 

The team owes its existence 
to world-renowned Glencoe 
climber Hamish MacInnes and 
Dr Donald Duff from the Belford 

Back in December 1961 the 

establish a mountain rescue 
committee for the Glencoe area.

Four months later the team was 

then it has carried out hundreds 

and day.

joyed perfect cool conditions for 

race record remains intact.
Simon Pride strode home in 

under threat in Sunday spec-
tacular.

the athletes were piped down 
from the Nevis Centre to the 
start line at the entrance to 
Camanachd Crescent.

MORVERN received an Easter boost with news that onshore serv-
ices are to be built to service Loch Aline’s pontoon development. 

Two orphaned Lochaber otter cubs found in a post offi  ce and 
restaurant were released together after becoming the best of 

friends in Scottish SPCA care. The adventurous pair, named 
Roy and Linnhe by the charity’s staff , were rescued after they 

wandered into the Crannog restaurant in Fort William and Caol 
Post Offi  ce in February. It is likely their mothers had been killed 

or frightened off .

CONTROVERSIAL propos-
als to combine parts of scenic 
Lochaber as a single entity to 
rival Loch Lomond and Tros-
sachs National Park were given a 
frosty reception in Ballachulish.

Consultant Peter Seccombe of 
Gloucestershire-based Red Kite 
Environment outlined the move 
to Ballachulish Community 
Council (BCC) on Tuesday April 

that south Lochaber had been 
ignored.

BCC chairman Mel MacAskill 
slammed the lack of consulta-

Natural Heritage and other 
groups behind the move.

do with this was way back in 

in this area knew anything about 
this.’

ONE OF Skye’s most famous landmarks is crumbling faster than 
expected – because of burrowing wild rabbits.

A new report also says the pests are nibbling fragile alpine plants 

Macaulay Institute researchers said fewer sheep would reduce ero-
sion rates – but warned if too many were removed tall grasses would 
eventually smother protected rare plants.

Scenic Lochaber 
link leaves 
Ballachulish cold

New distillery plan 
gets thumbs up

A TINY community-run ferry 
between Skye and the mainland 

after inspectors ordered urgent 
repairs to its only vessel.

The Skye Ferry was gearing up 
to open for Easter – but had to 
postpone sailings after a Mari-
time and Coastguard Agency 
inspection last Tuesday.

The company was told that 

could not ply the route until 
repairs were carried out. 

Hundreds of passengers 
– many local – were left disap-
pointed amid claims that road 
signs informing the public that 
the ferry was off were put up 
days late.

MV Glenachulish 
ordered off  duty

Glencoe Mountain 
Rescue Team 
celebrates fi rst          
50 years

Brothers Bryan, aged 12, Jay, aged eight and two-year-old Alfey 
Donaldson enjoyed getting their sledge out again in Upper 

Achintore, Fort William 

April showers fall as snow

Runners get the Lochaber marathon underway.

Over 400 
runners tackle 
Lochaber
marathon

Lochaber Phoenix heavyweight Chris Donnelly, right, was one of 
the stars at the club’s home show. 

Lochaber boxers on show

LAST ditch pleas to postpone 
the sale of Mallaig Fishermen’s 
Mission looked to have fallen on 
deaf ears.

The imposing harbourfront 
building was put on the market 
by Fishermen’s Mission trustees 
early last year after a steady 

ralling costs pitched the business 
into the red.

than halved from 40 to 17 since 

decimated the number of visit-
ing boats.

Fishermen’s Mission chief 

I’m afraid.’

Mallaig mission up for sale

Feis success

Rabbits threaten Skye landmark

Morvern gains pontoon boost

Nicol MacKinnon and Rob Tigeir preparing for the ferry’s maiden voyage. 
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The George Hotel, Inveraray
All the staff here at The George would like 

to wish  our customers a very 
Happy Christmas and a Healthy and 

Prosperous New Year.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

OVER THE FESTIVE TIME.
Tel: 01499 302111 

email: info@thegeorgehotel.co.uk
www.thegeorgehotel.co.uk

Christmas 
      messagesYour

c:- 01631 559500
m:- Lin.Kengen@uhi.ac.uk

booking advisable
Call or email us 01855 821 048

visit www.lochlevenseafoodcafe.co.uk

Opening 20th December 
Till 6th January
(Closed Christmas Day, 

Boxing Day & New Years day)
Reopens 31st January 2013

For that extra special Christmas treat, Come to the 
Lochleven Seafood Café and sample our delights.

Sample our festive menu or just browse in our 
shop and have a delux coffee and mince pie.

From all at the Lochleven, Merry 
Christmas and Prosperous New Year.

For more great offers visit: www.obantimes.reader.travel

Quote OBT

For more information or to book, please call:

01524 37500
Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782, ATOL Protected 6081. Single supplements apply. Subject to availability.

†Our prices include your flights for which we have allowed a reasonable budget.

However, at your time of booking, should the cost of your flight exceed this budget,

we reserve the right to charge a supplement, which we will advise you of at this time.

Overseas
Holidays 2013

Cyprus

Included excursions to the Troodos Mountains & Nicosia, 

and a sight-seeing tour of Paphos

Wednesday departures

15 May, 12 June, 11 September & 2 October 2013

From Glasgow airport

8 days from £849pp

Experience a fascinating country that effortlessly combines 
modern European culture with ancient traditions and rich 
historical past. Discover alluring beaches, bustling resorts, 
fragrant mountain peaks and ancient ruins on this superb 
value summer sunshine holiday! 

Jewel of the Eastern Mediterranean

Return flight from Glasgow airport to Paphos†

Airport taxes and return transfer from the airport to your hotel

7 nights stay at the 3 star Kissos hotel, Paphos

with dinner & breakfast.

An upgrade to the 4 star Cyprotel Cypria Maris Beach hotel, Paphos

is offered, subject to availability, at a supplement

Entrance to the Mosaics in Paphos 

Admission to the Cathedral of St. John and the
Byzantine Museum in Nicosia

Return flight from Glasgow airport to Malaga†

Airport taxes & return transfer from the airport to your hotel

6 nights stay at the 4 star Hotel Antequera Golf, Antequera

with dinner & breakfast

A guided tour of the Great Mosque of Cordoba (Mezquita)

Admission to the Alhambra Palace & the Generalife in Granada

Andalucian Capitals

Thursday departures

6 & 13 June, 19 September and 17 October 2013

from Glasgow airport

Just across the Strait of Gibraltar from Morocco, Andalucia 

is simply one of the most beautiful and unspoilt corners 

of Europe. Its stunning cities are steeped in history with 

a culture influenced by the Moors and the Romans 

which is enriched by the greatly contrasting surrounding 

landscape of ruined castles, extensive coastal plains, 

dramatic cliffs, rivers and bridges and the peaks of the 

Sierra Nevada mountains.

Included excursions to Cordoba, Granada & Seville

7 days from £749pp

Prices were correct as of Monday 10 December 2012

Continual Pursuit of Excellence
Delivering Parcels, Pallets and More…..

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND “THANK YOU” TO ALL 
OUR CUSTOMERS, WISHING YOU ALL GOOD 

HEALTH AND HAPPINESS IN 2013.
DON’T MISS THE OBAN ‘POLAR’ EXPRESS 

PARADE FLOAT AND FESTIVE CAROL SINGERS 
ON SATURDAY 22 DECEMBER 2012 IN THE 
TOWN CENTRE BETWEEN 1130 and 1400

ANY DONATIONS RECEIVED ON THE DAY IN 
AID OF OBAN & LORN LIONS CLUB

INCOMPETENT rulers, menacing 
baddies and a fainting donkey were 
among the highlights of a recent 
panto in Tobermory.

Four nights 
Puss in Wellies, performed by 

NOMADS, had a packed Aros Hall 
roaring with laughter for four nights.

-
mime, by Fred Aylin, enticed the 

audience into a world of weary 
villagers, incompetent rulers, men-
acing baddies, helpful gypsies, the 
outrageous nanny-manny and the 
fainting donkey.

The motley crew was topped off 
with hero-in-a-hurry, Jack, and his 
resourceful cat who overcame all ob-
stacles to a happy-ever-after ending. 

performances from his cast with 
familiar faces and young talent 
creating a lively show.  

The Broad Band’s cheery tunes, 
Gill Govan and Leah Goodwin’s 
luscious scenery, the fantastic props 
and make up, Fiona Graham’s team’s 

-
ing and sound all contributed to a 
great night out.

Puss in Wellies comes to Tobermory

FERGIE MacDonald’s latest 
album ‘As Highland as it Gets’ 
is among best sellers in the 
local charts in the run up to 
Christmas.

Jean Gillies at Oban Music said 
the CD was vying for top spot 
with Blair Douglas’ Leanaidh 
Ni’ (I Will Follow), while across 
in Benbecula Danielle MacGil-
livray also reported strong sales.

Fergie album 
among best sellers

Mull Theatre to 
tour with new play
THE TALE of a young woman 
who was killed by an Israeli 
military bulldozer while trying 
to save Palestinian homes from 
destruction is being brought to 
the stage.

Mull Theatre will be touring 
with their new play, My Name 
is Rachel Corrie, at the start of 
next year.

The play follows the life of 
23-year-old American woman 
Rachel Corrie who left her 
home in Olympia, Washing-
ton, ‘to support non-violent 
resistance to Israel’s military 
occupation’.

This one-woman play is 
composed from Rachel’s own 
journals, letters and emails 
- edited by British actor Alan 
Rickman and Guardian editor 
Katharine Viner - creating a 
portrait of a messy, skinny, 
articulate, Salvador Dali-lov-
ing chain smoker.

It is billed as a ‘passionate and 
powerfully honest insight into 
one of the most complicated 

that continues to resonate 
across the world’.

The opening night is in 

Tobermory on February 2 
at 8pm before the play tours 
around the country. For full 
dates see www.mulltheatre.
com/shows_rachel.

THE WINTER ceilidhs in Taynuilt are becom-
ing so popular that even Santa Claus took time 
off his busy schedule to hand out presents.

Oban High School pupil James MacPherson 
started off the proceedings last Saturday with 
a rousing selection of pipe music, while local 
accordionist Robert Robertson added a further 
selection of popular tunes later on.

Ann Barlow’s young No Strings Attached 

mature Wee Band kindly played during the 
half-time interval while the audience enjoyed a 
cuppa along with stovies, mince pies and other 
delights.

The Isla Sinclair Dancers produced two 
highly impressive choreographed dance pieces, 
namely The Ghosts Of Glenboggle and The 
Flying Scotsman.

The appreciative audience was treated to 
a most enjoyable selection of songs, in both 
Gaelic and English, from Mod gold medallist 
Mary Catherine MacNeil, Mod silver pendant 
winner Gordon McKeeve and that famous duo 
from Lochgilphead - Christine Johnston and 
Josie Campbell.

Fear an Taighe for the evening was Eric Smith 

Organisers thanked everyone who helped 
to make the ceilidh such a success, especially 
Stuart Saunders who prepared the very tasty 
stovies. 

The Cruachan branch of An Comunn Gaid-
healach would like to take this opportunity to 
wish everyone a very enjoyable Christmas and 
prosperous New Year. 

Frank Beaton samples some stovies at the Taynuilt Winter Ceilidh 
on Saturday. 

Santa drops in at ceilidh in Taynuilt

The Rotary Club of 
Lochaber recently 
enjoyed their 62nd an-
nual charter dinner at 
the Alexandra Hotel in 
Fort William.

The guest speaker for 
the evening was Barry 
Fisher, the Scotland 
director for the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award 
scheme.

Pictured right are the 
top table guests on the 
night, rotary president 
Sheana Fraser and her 
husband Tom, assistant 
district governor Andy 
Lees and his wife Liz, 
vice president John 
Rosie and his wife 
Elizabeth with piper 
James Rosie, and Mr 
Fisher 

NEWSDESK 
01631 568000

Iain

MacKechnie

would like to wish all 
his friends, relations 
and neighbours Merry 
Christmas and Happy 
New Year. Selma, 
Tobermory

SEASONS
GREETINGS

We would like to 
wish everyone a 
Merry Xmas and 

a Happy New 
Year. CAMPBELL 

AND MARGARET, 14 
GLENCRUITTEN DRIVE, 

OBAN

SEASONS
GREETINGS

John and Margaret 
McFadyen,

Sunnyridge, Oban 
wishing family and 

friends a Very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 

ANNE
LOVE

Owing to my recent 
sad bereavement, I 
shall not be sending 
Christmas cards this 

year. I wish all my 
family and friends a 

Merry Christmas and 
prosperous New Year.

ALASDAIR
BOYD

Will not be sending 
cards this year but 

would like to wish all 
family, friends and 

neighbours a Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Mill Farmhouse, 

Barcaldine would 

like to wish all 

his family and 

friends a very 

Merry Christmas 

and a Happy and 

Prosperous 2013

Ewen 

MacPherson
SEASONS

GREETINGS
to all my 

relatives and 
friends from 
Jean Whyte, 
Benderloch.

ANNIE
CLARK

Lorne Haven, 32 
Pulpit Drive, Oban 

wishes all her 
family, friends and 
neighbours a very 
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy & 

Prosperous 2013

Merry

Christmas

Seasons greetings 
to everyone. Peace 

and contentment 
in 2013 Jean 

MacGillivray, Lynn 
Court Oban

to family, friends 

and neighbours 

and every good 

wish for 2013.

Mary, Iona and 

Ashley. Dunbeg

WISHING 

A MERRY 

CHRISTMAS

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

and a Happy 
New Year from 

Annie, Lena 
and Iain at 

Glenshellach
Farm.

Pier House, 

Lochaline, would 

like to wish her 

friends and 

family Merry 

Christmas and a 

Happy New Year.

JESSIE

CAMERON

JEAN
BUCHANAN

Would like to wish 
all her family and 

friends a very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Benderloch

Merry Christmas 

and Happy New 

Year to all my 

family, friends 

and carers.

Salen, Isle of 

Mull

Archie 

MacLean

Merry

Christmas

and a Happy New 
Year to all friends 
and family. From 
Norma Burnett 
and ‘Fearless’ 

Fred.

Wishing everyone 

we know a 

peaceful Christmas 

and a Healthy and 

Happy New Year. 

John and Molly 

MacLean, Java 

Houses, Mull 

Seasons 

Greetings

Seasons

Greetin
gs

Archie Simpson, 13 
Dunmar Court wishes 
all relatives, friends, 
and neighbours old 
and new a Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year

Have a 
wonderful

Christmas and a 

happy New Year. 

Too many to 

mention. All the 

best, Hughie

“Atlantis” 

Indoor Bowlers
SEASONS

GREETINGS
Love and good 

wishes for 
Christmas and 

New Year to all my 
family and friends. 

Helen Hope

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Seasons

Greetin
gs

Merry
Christmas to 
our readers 

from all at The 
Oban Times
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RESIDENTS from a Fort William 
housing scheme got into the festive 
spirit at their local Christmas Fair.

Around 300 people packed into 
Upper Achintore Primary School 
hall to enjoy an impressive array 
of sales tables, carol singing and 
performances from Lochaber 
Community Wind Band.

The event, organised by Upper 
Achintore Regeneration Group 
– better known locally as the ‘Up 
the Hill Group’ – proved a big 
hit, according to secretary Ken 
Johnston.

He told The Oban Times: ‘It 
wasn’t so much about rasing money, 
the purpose was to get the Upper 

Achintore community together.
‘We are really grateful to the 

wind band and everybody else who 
helped make the night a success.’

He added: ‘We are still looking 
for volunteers though. 

‘We are also hoping to produce a 
community newsletter in the near 
future.’

CAOL Lunch Club members were treated to a performance of fes-
tive songs by the choir from the local primary school during their 
Christmas lunch on Friday.

The youngsters’ performances of songs like ‘Frosty the snowman 
and ‘Santa Claus is coming to town’ got hands clapping and feet 
tapping in Caol Community Centre.

Lunch club member Isabel Campbell said the performance was 
‘super’ and even called for an encore, which led to the choir repris-
ing ‘Mary had a baby’.

CHILDREN in Oban got the 
chance to visit Santa at the 
weekend as the towns Lions 
Club hosted their annual grotto.

The free event provides toys 
and games for children before 
they get the chance to meet the 
man himself and receive a gift.

Oban and Lorn Lions Club 
secretary, John Lloyd, said: ‘We 
don’t charge for this, it is dona-

tions only so all the children can 
come. We have been doing quite 
well it is good and busy.’

If you missed Santa this 
weekend, don’t worry, he’ll be 
back in the Royal Hotel next 
weekend. The Lions Club will 
also be hosting a ceilidh in the 
Royal Hotel on January 12. Do-
nations will go to the children’s 
hospice.

In fine tune at Upper Achintore: Lochaber Community Wind Band 20_f50upper01

Choir members Robbie Cameron and Zoë Gregor are pictured 
getting ready to perform – 20_f50lucnh01

Primary choir entertain 
lunch club at Caol

Upper Achintore community get together

Calum Campbell, a primary one pupil at Rockfield Primary 
School, was delighted to meet Santa. 16_t51santa01

Lions bring Santa to 
Oban each weekend

DANCERS as young as three 
years old took part in this year’s 
Atlantis Dance Show in the 
Corran Halls, Oban. Dancers 
recently performed a mixture 
of hip hop, ballet, street jazz 

and Highland dancing. Organ-
iser Alison Shepherd said: ‘The 
show is something everyone 
looks forward to, because we try 
and do better each year. People 
put a lot work into it.’

Some of the younger dancers pictured at the dance show. 

Young dancers entertain 
at Atlantis Dance Show

A production of ‘Jesus’ Christmas Party’ was the highlight of Glencoe Primary School’s Christmas concert 
last Friday. The pupils assembled for an Oban Times photocall just before they took the stage. The cast: 

Innkeeper – Kate Leitch; Mary – Fioan Janzen; Joseph – David Murphy; Shepherds – Jiero Viray, Ross Blair, 
Thomas Price; Wise Men – Logan Thomson, Oliver Leitch, Cole Jackson; Angels – Ailsa Jackson and Olivia 

Price; Roman Soldiers – Charlie Henshall and Owen Thomson; Sheep – Findlay Thomas. 20_f51glencoe01  

HEAD teacher Peter Bain 
played lead trumpet in the 
school orchestra as Oban High 
displayed its musical prowess at 
a Christmas concert.

More than 100 pupils – and 
their head teacher – performed 
at the school’s Christmas 
Cracker on Monday evening in 
the games hall.

The full orchestra, wind band, 
string group, pipe band, choir 
and dance group performed to a 
large and appreciative audience, 
who also enjoyed solo spots by 
accordion player Ruaraidh Mor-
rison and clarsach player Becky 
Hill.

The drama department also 
performed a preview item from 
their upcoming show We Will 
Rock You.

Morven McKerrell, head of 
music at the school, said: ‘Eve-
ryone was absolutely fantastic 
and I was so pleased with the 
attendance.’

Oban High 
School
host
Christmas
concert

Above right- Head teacher 
Peter Bain plays lead trumpet 

with the band.
Right - Members of Oban High 
School Pipe Band played a lead 

role in the entertainment
Pictures - Kevin McGlynn

AULD
NEW YEARS 

NIGHT
CEILIDH

IN AID OF ‘CHAS’
THE CHILDRENS HOSPICE 
ASSOCIATION SCOTLAND 

IN THE 
ROYAL HOTEL – OBAN

7.45pm – 10.00pm
SATURDAY 12th JANUARY 2013

ARTISTES – 
JANET FERGUSSON

AMELIA MACTAGGART
AARON HOSSAIN

ADELE GILLIES HIGHLAND DANCERS
THE CEOL AN AIRE 

CEILIDH BAND
TICKETS - £5 (including stovies)

AVAILABLE FROM HOTEL 
RECEPTION & WEBSTER OF 
OBAN, STAFFORD STREET.

what’s onguide
Thursday 20th December> Garry Innes
Coasters from 9pm

Friday 21st December> Ceol an Aire
Coasters from 9.30pm

Friday 21st December> End of the World Disco party
Markie Dans with DJ Darren - open till 2am

Saturday 22nd December> Ceol an Aire
Coasters from 9.30pm

Saturday 22nd December > Brass Monkeys
Markie Dans 2am Closing time

Sunday 23rd December  > Xmas Quiz
Markie Dans 2am closing time

Sunday 23rd December  > Xmas Quiz
Markie Dans 2am closing time

Monday 24th December  > Chris Suckle
Markie Dans 2am closing time

Tuesday 25th December  > Christmas Disco w
Markie Dans with DJ Stevo 3am closing time

Wednesday 26th December  > Sandra MacBeth
Markie Dans 3am closing time

Wednesday 26th December  > Trail West  
Markie Dans

Wednesday 26th December> George Noble
Coasters from 9.30pm

• End of Watch (15)
Police officers Taylor (Jake 
Gyllenhaal, SOURCE CODE) and 
Zavala (Michael Pena, CRASH) are 
partners and best friends. A night-
school student in film production, 
Taylor affixes tiny cameras to his 
and Zavala’s uniforms to record their 
daily routines, collecting material 
for a short video about the real lives 
of the LAPD. Life is good - until a 
seemingly routine vehicle check 
finds the pair stepping on the toes of 
powerful drug traffickers.
• Great Expectations (12A)
Young orphan Pip is given a chance to 
rise from his humble beginnings thanks 
to a mysterious benefactor. Moving 
through London’s class-ridden world as 
a gentleman, Pip uses his new-found 
position to pursue the beautiful Estella, a 
spoilt heiress he’s loved since childhood. 
Yet the shocking truth behind this great 
fortune will have devastating consequences 
for everything he holds dear.

• Nativity 2: Danger in the 
Manger (U)
This sequel to the popular British 
comedy sees a new teacher (David 
Tennant) take over. When he enters 
his school in the National ‘Song for 
Christmas’ Competition, he and his 
pregnant wife, and the schoolchildren, 
embark on an epic road trip that 
ends up with a birth and a donkey, 
where he must embrace his fears and 
become a hero.Perfect family fun to 
get in the mood for Christmas and to 
keep the whole family entertained.
• The Hobbit: An Unexpected 
Journey
The adventure of ‘The Hobbit’ 
follows the journey of title character 
Bilbo Baggins, who is swept into an 
epic quest to reclaim the lost Dwarf 
Kingdom of Erebor from the fearsome 
dragon Smaug.Ian McKellen returns 
as Gandalf the Grey, the character 
he played in ‘The Lord of the Rings’ 
trilogy, and Martin Freeman, who 

won a BAFTA TV Award for Best 
Supporting Actor for his role in the 
BBC series ‘Sherlock’, takes on the 
central role of Bilbo Baggins.  The 
must-see film of 2012!
• Muppets Christmas Carol (U)
A retelling of the classic Dickens 
tale of Ebenezer Scrooge, miser 
extraordinaire. He is held accountable 
for his dastardly ways during night-
time visitations by the Ghosts of 
Christmas Past, Present, and future. 
• It’s A Wonderful Life (U)
Frank Capra’s best-loved film is 
also, ironically, one of his darkest, 
an unusually tough look at life’s 
compromises as experienced 
by James Stewart’s smalltown 
everyman. As ideals, ambitions 
and dreams are slowly but surely 
dashed, pragmatism yields to 
regret and despair – until an angel 
named Clarence reveals what 
might have been... A classic, and 
deservedly so. 
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a End of Watch Thurs 20th, 17:45

Great Expectations Thurs 20th, 14:00, 20:15

Nativity 2: Sat 22nd, 11:00 • Sun 23rd, 11:00
Danger in the Manger

The Hobbit: See website for full details
An Unexpected Journey

Muppets Mon 24th, 12:00
Christmas Carol 

It’s A Mon 24th, 18:00
Wonderful Life   
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Be Sure to check out www.obanphoenix.com for all our 
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FARMING
COVENTRYfor FENCING

TIMBER DIRECT FROM OUR SAWMILL
Depots throughout Scotland  •  Delivery available

For a competitive quote please call 01631 566866

Scotland’s No. 1
WIRE, STOCK FENCING, 
BARBED, HIGH TENSILE, 
MILD STEEL BEST PRICES

Tel: 01586 550066 / 550077  Fax: 01586 550088
109 - 119 Longrow, Campbeltown, Argyll PA28 6EX

Jim Martin 
Supplies

Large selection of workwear/clothing, 
hand tools & power tools and 

much more.

West Coast 
property service
www.westcoastpropertyguide.co.uk

TO LET
TO LET

Kilchrenan by 
Taynuilt

Lovely 3 bedroom 
cottage

Located by 
Loch Awe

£550 pcm + bills
No DSS

Contact 01866 833292
www.west-scotland-tourism.com/let

We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you all seasons 
greetings and a prosperous  New 
Year, and we thank you for your 

custom during 2012
Slàinte
Mhath

Dhuibh Uile

Wishing all my customers 
a Merry Christmas and a 

Prosperous New Year.

Would like to wish all their customers a 
merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

01631 563271
For all types of fencing and for wood fuels for 

homes and business.
Thank you to our customers this year.

Please phone for ideas and prices.
Achalic Beag Leags , By Oban 

C. Hodge Fencing

HOUSE FOR RENT
Three bedroom house in 

Benderloch Village

Garden with private 

parking

Available Long Let

Sorry No D.S.S., 

Smokers or Pets.

Contact - 07900828217

APARTMENTS 
TO LET

Central Oban
£445 per 

calendar month

Tel: 
01631 570584

COLIN KENNEDY,
Area Commissioner of Argyll & South 

Inverness Crofting Commission, 
is wishing crofters everywhere a Happy 
Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

Would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the crofters for their support 

over the year and would like to say 
that he is available to be contracted 

throughout the festive period.

We wish all our Customers a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

MASSEY FERGUSON 
6170 TURBO

£9,500 VAT

1998, S reg, 5600 hrs, telescopic hitch, 
3 C.C.L.S. spools, rear tyres 40%, fronts 20%.

Tel: 01586 551196

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.
com/obantimes

DINGWALL and  Highland Marts Ltd sold 53 
prime cattle and 518 prime sheep at Dingwall 
last Tuesday.

Prime bullocks averaged 205.4p (-2.9p) and 
sold to 213p per kg and £1,459.05 for a 685kg 
Limousin cross from Cullaird Farm, Scaniport.

Prime heifers averaged 208.8p (-2.6p) and sold 
to 219p per kg for a 535kg Limousin cross from 
Bridgend Farm, Dingwall, and £1,373.85 for a 
645kg Limousin cross from Cullaird Farm.

Lambs averaged 143.1p (-0.9p) and sold to 
171.1p per kg for 38kg Beltex from Mariain, 
Evanton, and £74.00 for 45kg Beltex from 
Torgorm, Conon Bridge.

ISLAY United 
Auctions
Lambs
BeltexX: £65.50, £58.50 and £56.50  
6 Bayview.
SuffolkX: £58.50  Coull  £57.50  
Ardbeg  £54.50  Duich  £53.50 
Pairc A Chlassan and Duich.
TexelX: £64.50  Balaclava  £63.50 
Carrabus Farm  £61.50  Windyedge  
£59.50  Mulindry and Carrabus  
£59.00  Carrabus  £58.50  Balaclava  
£58.00  Carrabus Farm  £56.50  
Mulindry and Ballimartin  £56.00  
Gartloist.
CheviotX: £39.50  Kilbride  £39.00 
7 Shore Street.
Cross: £58.50  Kilchiaran.
Mule: £61.50  Carrabus Farm.

Blackface: £56.50  Kilchiaran  
£53.50  Carn  £52.50  Uisken-
tuie  £51.50 and £50.50  Kilchiaran  
£46.50 Ceannacroic  £46.00  
Kilchiaran  £44.50  Lossit and 
Ceannacroic.
Ewes
SuffolkX: £90.00  44 Stanalane  
£75.50 24 Laoigan Place  £69.50 
and £68.50 44 Stanalane.
TexelX: £49.50  Lossit
CheviotX: £47.50  44 Stanalane.
Cross: £43.50 44 Stanalane.
Blackface: £28.50  Ceannacroic 
Prices per kilo
Lambs
BeltexX: 154p and 145p  6 Bay-
view.
SuffolkX: 163p- Coull (D Jones)  
159p – Coull  153p – Ardbeg  150p 
– Coull and Pairc A Chlassan  149p 

– Pairc A Chlassan.
TexelX: 169p and 163p – Balaclava  
153p  Ballimartin  152p Ardbeg  
149p  Gartloist and Mulindry  146p  
Lossit.
CheviotX: 146p  Kilbride
Cross: 152p, 146p and 145p  Kilchi-
aran.
Mule: 156p  Coull (D Jones)
Blackface: 144p, 143p and 141p  
Kilchiaran  141p  Carn  139p  
Kilchiaran  138p  Uiskentuie  135p  
Lossit and Ceannacroic. 

OBAN Caledonian 
Marts (Stirling) Ltd
Bullocks:  
251-300kgs - £640, 217p Ard-
patrick; 
301-350kgs - £610, 191p South 

Ardnaclach; 
351-400kgs - £870, 218p No.8 
Killeonan; 
401-450kgs - £900 Dunand, 200p 
Keil; 
451-500kgs - £1050, 216p No.8 
Kileonan; 
501-550kgs - £1060, 208p Achna-
creemore; 
601-650kgs - £770, 119p Carrabus:
Heifers:  
301-350kgs - £700, 219p South 
Ardnaclach; 
351-400kgs - £840, 213p Kil-
locraw; 
401-450kgs - £1150, 274p Kil-
locraw; 
451-500kgs - £1040, 217p Pollywil-
line; 
501-550kgs - £1000, 198p Kil-
locraw:

UNITED Auctions concluded their 2012 sales at 
Islay Auction Mart when they sold 2307 lambs 
and sheep.  

Although prices failed to keep up with the 
rates received at the corresponding sale last 
year, levels obtained compared favorably with 
rates currently prevailing at mainland centres.   

The day’s top price came from Neil McDon-
ald’s consignment from No 6 Bayview when his 
Beltex cross lambs sold at £65.50.   

M/s Johnstone, Balaclava, consignment of 
Texel lambs led the prices per kilo when their 
pen sold at 169pence.  

CALEDONIAN Marts (Oban) Ltd sold 1189 
store cattle and suckled calves at Oban Livestock 
Centre last week when the centre experienced 
it’s dearest trade on record with bullocks selling 
to 427p per kilo.

Bullocks averaged 222p and sold to 427p 
per kg and £1,600 for a 375kg Limousin from 
Barcaldine Home Farm.

Heifers averaged 201p and sold to 364p per kg 

Market reports

RECENT heavy rain throughout 
Scotland has maintained the 

and cattle, and Sustainable 
Control of Parasites in Sheep 
(SCOPS) Chairman Peter Baber 
has stressed the need for farm-
ers to urgently contact their 

programme.
A wet summer led to the 

SCOPS group putting out an 
alert at the end of summer warn-

and that farmers should discuss 
the situation on their farms with 

-
lenge has, as anticipated, been 
very high this year and the tra-
ditional treatment times are no 
longer applicable. Mr Baber said 

-
ent so the minute the stock graze 

get re-infected. And given that 

may show clinical disease only 
4-5 weeks after treatment.

In the autumn acute disease 

most prevalent in sheep so treat-
ments should kill these immature 

is the treatment of choice, unless 
it is not effective on your farm. 
If a produce does not appear to 
be working, be aware that while 

does occur, reinfection is more 
common. Another reason for 
drenches apparently not working 
is underestimating the weight of 
the animals, especially adult 
ewes. Any underestimation 
could make the dose inadequate 
and severe consequences can 
occur.

Lesley Stubbings of SCOPS 
says: ‘There are very limited 
medicines available to kill the 

farmers to investigate any appar-
ent treatment failures so you can 
make good decisions on how to 

year and the years to come.’
Anthelmintics on their own 

may not be enough in very badly 
affected areas. If animals can be 
moved to any dry ground avail-
able or even housed this will help 
reduce the challenge the animals 
are receiving.

-
nosed on some farms but, unless 
you have a problem diagnosed, 

oxyclozanide, which only kills 

this time of year could leave 
your animals at risk from acute 

warnings
prove
correct
Stock liable to 
re-infection

Prime stock sale at Dingwall

Bayview Beltex sell to 
£65.50 in Islay

Oban Livestock Centre a record trade at this centre when Caledonian Marts (Stirling) Ltd hosted its Christmas 
Show and Sale last week. Bullocks averaged 222p and sold to 427p per kg and £1,600 for the above 375kg 

Limousin from Barcaldine Home Farm Picture - Kevin McGlynn

and £1400 for a 385kg Charolais 
from Dippen, Carradale.

to the sale.
Judge on the day was Jean 

MacKay, Harelaw Farm, Bar-
rhead.

Overall champion, sponsored 
by Norvartis Animal Health 
went to D W Semple, Dippen, 
Carradale with a 385kg Cha-
rolais heifer which made £1,400 
to judge Jean MacKay.

Reserve champion, sponsored 
by Reid & Robertson, Oban went 
to E MacGillivary, Carcaldine 
Home Farm, Benderloch with a 
375kg Limopusin bullock which 
fetched £1600 to B Dufton, 
Huntly.

Single mainland bullock calf, 
sponsored by Hamilton Bros, 
Campbeltown, 1st and reserve 
champion Barcaldine, 2nd D 
MacDonald, Tyree 425kg £1080 
to Innes Farms Morray, 3rd E 
MacGillivary, 330kg £1080 to B 
Dufton.

Single mainland heifer calf, 
sponsored by D & J Campbell, 
Haulage, Connel, 1st and 
champion D W Semple, 2nd R 
Lines, Killocraw, Campbeltown 
420kg, £1150 to B Dufton, 3rd 
E MacGillivary, 315kg £950 to 
Jean MacKay.

Single island bullock calf, 

sponsored by NFU Oban, 1st C 
McKinnon, Kilkennath, Tiree, 
420kg £1100 to Watt Livestock, 
2nd C McKinnon, Kilkenneth, 
Tiree, 370kg £900 to Watt 
Livestock, 3rd D McCormick, 
Baligarve, Lismore 380kg £900 
to J Leggat, Little Invernorth, 
Fraserburgh.

Single island heifer, sponsored 
by Ian Murrie, Haulage, Stirling, 
1st D McCormick, Baligarve, 
335kg £980 to J Junor, Dell, 
Inverness. 2nd J McKellar, 
Auchnaclach, Islay, 290kg £640 
to A Pettigrew, Faskine, Airdrie, 
3rd D MacDougall, Tirfuir, 
Lismore 280kg £800 to J Junor, 
Dell, Inverness.

Native bred bullock, sponsored 
by C Ronald, Saulmore, 1st M 
A Bonniewell, Dalvuie, 300kg 
£730 to Watt Livestock.

Native bred heifer, sponsored 
by Kerries Tyre Service, Oban, 
1st M Bonniewell, Dalvuie, 
305kg £600 to Duffton.

Champion pen of four bul-
locks, sponsored by Harbro 
Agricultural Suppliers, D W 
Semple, Dippen, 380kg £1010 to 
T Paul, Newbigging, Carnock.

Champion pen of four heifers, 
sponsored by Argyll Agricul-
tural Engineers, G Campbell, 
Strongorm, 300kg £700 to D 
Rennie, Clatto, Cupar.

Record trade at Oban 
Christmas show and sale

DINGWALL and Highland Marts Ltd., sold 115 weaned calves, 50 
breeding cattle and 112 OTM cattle at Dingwall last week.

Bullocks averaged 210.4p and sold to 262.4p per kilo for a pair 
of 282kg Limousin crosses from Achentoul Farms, Sutherland, and 
£1130 for a 605kg Simmental cross from Ordmuir, Muir of Ord.

Bullocks sell to 262p per kilo at Dingwall

House to Let Oban
Unfurnished 2 bedroom 
house, central location, 

parking, storage heaters.  
£550 pcm plus council 

tax and bills.
Early entry.

Sorry no DSS, 
Smoking or Pets.
Tel: 07810865614
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Tel: 01631 569441
Quarry Road, Oban, PA34 4DP

• Car & Light Van Body Repairs
• Insurance and Private Work

Wishes all customers a very
Happy Christmas & prosperous New Year.

Thank you for all your support.

W D Semple would 
like to thank all our 
customers and wish 

them Seasons Greetings 
and a Happy & 

Prosperous New Year.

RS used
cars

Tel: 07590 914 558 / 07733 888 392
Dunollie Road, Oban PA34 4PJ

Trade-ins welcome and Finance available

Open 7 days
Free Warranty with every car.

www.rsusedcars.co.uk

RENAULT
W.D Semple

Inveraray &
Lochgilphead

Tel. 01499 302150

S & S 
SERVICES

Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

ISUZU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel. 01292 880080 / 
880440

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW CAR
DEALERSHIP PLEASE CALL:

01631 568000

SUBARU
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road, 

Tel. 01292 
880080/880440

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
from

HAZELBANK
MOTORS LTD
FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING 

NEEDS CONTACT
01631 566476 or 01586 552320
OBAN AND CAMPBELTOWN

NO TYRE TOO BIG OR
SMALL WE FIT THEM ALL

ATV • CAR • VAN • TRUCK • AGRICULTURAL •  MOTORCYCLE

Quarry Road, Oban 
Tel/Fax: (01631) 570000
Kerrie and team would like to thank 
everyone for their support this year and we 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

CAR SALES AND 
MECHANICAL SERVICES

Unit 1 Caol Industrial Estate, Fort William
Tel/Fax: 01397 704624  Mobile: 07866552902

www.kmfcars.com

Wishing all their customers 
a Merry Christmas and happy 

New Year

VOLKSWAGON POLO
2001

£1600

Good condition, only 28,000 miles.
MOT and Tax’d till March 2013.

Tel: 01688 302331
E-mail: errayfarm@aol.com

MOT till March, 
New 200 TDi 

gearbox,
full wax oil.

Telephone 
07921004480

110
DEFENDER
87 C REG

WANTED

4x4 any 
type, year, 

condition, also 
commercial

van or pick up, 
will pay cash 
and collect.

Telephone: 
07832 008156

WANTED

Any 4 x 4 vehicle, 
Landrover, Toyota, 

Mitsubishi etc. 
High mileage, non 

runners or MOT 
failure considered. 

Will travel.

Telephone: 
07864 035750

Thanking all our customers for their 
business in 2012 and wishing them 

Prosperity for the future.

John MacAlister
Oban Ltd & 
Auto and Marine 
Engineering

Tel: 01631 570893 Fax: 01631 563565

Tel:  01631 566095
E: john@jmacoban.co.uk

Mob: 07712654651/07917489084

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTi VAN
57 Reg, 08 Silver, 69K Miles, MOT June ‘13, CD Player, 
Wood Lined, Very Clean.................. £3,450.00+VAT O.N.O.

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 CDTi VAN
07 Reg, Silver, 69K Miles, TAX & MOT June ’13, 6 Speed,
Electric Windows, Wood Lined,
Very Clean ..................................... £3,350.00+VAT O.N.O.

ROBERTSON VAN SALES
Crannog Lane, Oban   07990 548046

VANS FOR SALE

£5500

59 plate, full service history, 
30,700 miles,

MOT and Tax one year, 
Two years manufacturers 

warranty remaining.

Telephone: 
01546 600444

HYUNDAI
i30

Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New 

Year from all at Croft 
Motor Services

Torlundy, Fort William
Tel: 01397 703877
Fax: 01397 706161

www.heathercroftmotors.co.uk

MOTOR SERVICES

ROFTC

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.
com/obantimes
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A chance of a lifetime
Would you like to become 

a Trainee Reporter?
Our policy is to give encouragement 

and opportunity to local young people.

a bright, alert school leaver to work 
as a Trainee Reporter.

If you can offer us:
> A bright, lively, outgoing personality
> An enquiring mind and an interest in 

people
> Can write literate English
> Are interested in photography
> Can drive or are learning to drive

We will offer you:
> Full training
> Salary whilst training
> Good working conditions in a modern 

this job and why you think you would be 
suitable
Please write or email to: Ali Arden, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, 
Argyll PA34 4HB
aarden@obantimes.co.uk

Advertising Sales Executive
BASED IN OBAN

£ Excellent Basic + £ Bonus + Private Health Care + Pension + Good Holidays
Based in our Oban office the successful applicant will be part of a 

small team selling advertising and features for our well established, 
award winning publications.

You will be responsible for calling new and existing clients to generate and 

maintain lasting business relationships. The successful applicant will benefit 

from on-going training, first class support, job stability and the opportunity to 

work for a professional company that believes in rewarding success and effort.

Please apply by email with full C.V and covering letter to: 
ali@obantimes.co.uk 

MAM Contracting 
Ltd, Crieff

shuttering joiners, 

construction workers 

energy projects.
No agency enquiries.

Please telephone 
01764 654703

Junior to work within our busy admin 

be a good communicator who can 

work on their own initiative. To apply 

Macdonald on 01855 811224 or email 
your application to km@geo-rope.com

GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING

(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 PLANNING
(LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with them,
may be examined between the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday (excluding public
holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL
and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk
Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the time
period indicated from the date of this notice. Anyone making a representation about this
proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any individual or body who
requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal.

www.highland.gov.uk

Reference Number Development Address Proposal Description

ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Due to office closure over the public holidays time period for comments is 21 days
(28 days for Listed Building application 12/04446/LBC)

12/04446/LBC Glencoe Museum
Glencoe

Re-thatching roof in
heather

12/04620/FUL Land 115M North East of
Dogha Cottage, Annat
View, Corpach, Fort William

Installation of
hydro-electric scheme

12/04632/FUL Plot 2 Land 30M West Of
Sea Scape, Ardgour
Fort William

Erection of house & garage
(Plot 2)

12/04634/FUL Allt Feith A Chatha
West Of Glenfinnan

Installation of
hydro-electric scheme

12/04635/FUL 45M South of Ranachan
Cottage, Lochailort

Installation of
hydro-electric scheme

12/04647/FUL Land to North East of
Grianan, Spean Bridge

Erection of 11 houses

AKVA group Scotland Limited

Field Service Engineer

aquaculture technology. An opportunity has arisen 

position. Salary is negotiable and commensurate 

Company pension scheme is available.

background in industrial electrical engineering and/

liaise not only with customers, but also with other 

with cover letter by email or post to:

Tel: 01463 221444
Email: lthorburn@akvagroup.com

Do you want to work for VisitScotland?

Visitor Services Advisor
Location : Campbeltown
(Permanent, variable hours contract on £7.20 per hour)

Would you like to join our team and become the first point of 

contact for visitors to Scotland? As a Visitor Services Advisor, 

you will have expertise in customer service and sales, combined 

with strong IT, admin and organisational skills. Most of all you’ll 

have great local and national knowledge of Scotland.

To apply please visit: www.visitscotland.org or apply in 

person to the local office. Closing date for applications: 

18th January 2013.

Isle of Luing Community Trust
Project Development Manager

£24,000 to £28,000 plus pension (6%)

Full time - 37 hours per week

strategic island wide regeneration.

Job share candidates are welcome.

Closing date:  4 February 2013 by 
1700
Interview dates:  Week beginning 25 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR REFUSE 
COLLECTION ARRANGEMENTS FOR OBAN, 
LORN AND THE ISLES.
Oban and Lorn Mainland.
All refuse and recycling collection dates from 25 December 2012 will be moved back by one day, i.e. 25 to 26, 26 to 27, 
27 to 28 and 28 to 29 Dec.
All dates from 1 January 2013 again will be moved back by one day i.e. 1 to 2, 2 to 3, 3 to 4 and 4 to 5 Jan.
Moleigh Civic Amenity and Recycling Site will be closed on 25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January 

Mull
Recycling run due on 25-12-12 will be instead be carried out on Saturday 29-12-12
Commercial refuse run due on 25-12-12 will instead be carried out on 26-12-12 
Domestic + commercial refuse run due on 01-01-13 will instead be carried out on 02-01-13
Glengorm Waste and Recycling Site will be closed on 25th/26th December and 1st/2nd January 

Lismore
Collection due on 26 Dec will instead be carried out on 27 Dec
Collection due on 2nd Jan will instead be carried out on 3 Jan

Tiree
Tuesday’s (25th Dec and 1st Jan) collections will instead be carried out on the Mondays (24th and 31st Dec) 
Coll and Colonsay - no change to service 
Information on all refuse collection services are available from Argyll and Bute website or your local Council office

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW, at the alternative locations detailed below 
or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of 
applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/02289/PP Erection of two sheds and fencing 
(retrospective).

8 Lochnell Road Dunbeg Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA37 1QJ

Oban Area Office

12/02361/PP Erection of dwellinghouse with integral 
garage, installation of septic tank and 
formation of vehicular access

Plot 3 Land South of The Steading 
Ardinamir Cullipool Isle of Luing 

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

12/02516/PP Erection of porch and decking including 
formation of first floor balcony.

Craignure Bay House Craignure Isle 
Of Mull Argyll and Bute PA65 6AY 

Sub Post Office 
Craignure

12/02604/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Land Adjacent To Airdenny House 
Taynuilt Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

12/02605/PP Partial change of use from dwellinghouse 
to licensed restaurant and guest house 
accommodation

Inniemore Lodge Carsaig Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute PA70 6HD 

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

12/02606/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached 
garage

Land South Of Penlarach Lerags 
Oban Argyll and Bute PA34 4SE 

Oban Area Office

12/02627/PP Erection of storage shed. Ardmhor Bunessan Isle of Mull 
Argyll and Bute PA67 6DL

Sub Post Office 
Bunessan Isle of 
Mull

12/02647/PP Demolition of existing shed and erection 
of replacement shed/boathouse.

24 Toberonochy Isle of Luing Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4UE 

Sub Post Office 
Cullipool

12/02696/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse 
and installation of septic tank.

Plot 2 Ardoran Lerags Argyll 
and Bute 

Oban Area Office

12/02697/PPP Site for the erection of 2 dwellinghouses 
and formation of vehicular access

Land South of Hillview Salen Isle of 
Mull Argyll and Bute 

Sub Post Office Aros 
Isle of Mull

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 - 17:00hrs 
Monday to Friday at 67 Chalmers Street Ardrishaig PA30 8DX, at the alternative locations detailed below or by logging 
on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications should 
be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/02328/PP Erection of 3 dwellinghouses with 
integral garages and installation of 
biodisc treatment plant

North East of Kilmeny School 
House Ballygrant Isle of Islay Argyll 
and Bute

Sub Post Office Port 
Askaig

12/02502/PP Demolition of existing agricultural shed 
and erection of replacement agricultural 
shed.

Uiskenthuie Bridgend Isle of Islay 
Argyll and Bute PA44 7PL

Sub Post Office 
Bridgend

12/02649/PP Refurbishment and extension to existing 
tea room to create a commercial kitchen 
for the preparation of hot and cold meals 
and take away food including change of 
use from ancillary food preperation area 
within the centre to a commercial food 
operation (internal alterations only)

The Columba Centre  Bowmore Isle 
of Islay  Argyll and Bute PA43 7LN 

Bowmore Area 
Office Isle of Islay

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

12/02385/PP Conversion of two stables buildings 
(including change of use) to form guest 
accommodation and estate offices, 
including machinery storage area, 
associated parking area, walled garden, 
service yard and renewal of septic tank.

Jura House Craighouse Isle of Jura 
Argyll and Bute PA60 7XY 

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

12/02480/PP Widening and repositioning of existing 
entrance to warehousing site and 
erection of new wall with integral 
signage at entrace to main distillery site.

Laphroaig Distillery Laphroaig 
Distillery Road Laphroaig Isle of 
Islay Argyll and Bute PA42 7DU

Sub Post Office Port 
Ellen

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 
https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 
The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning 
and Regulatory Services, Whitegates Office Whitegates Road Lochgilphead PA31 8SY. 
A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.
Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 
Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and
working in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Arran War Memorial Hospital, Isle of Arran

Cook
Band 3: £16,110 - £19,077 (pro rata) 
We have an excellent opportunity for an organised person with kitchen management skills.
You will have experience in large scale catering preferably within the NHS. 
The main kitchen at Arran War Memorial Hospital provide approx 15 patient prepared and 
cooked meals every service including therapeutic diets to patients, as well as a meal service 
for the staff and general public. In addition, we cater for hospitality for meetings and functions.
Your duties will include the production and service of meals, general catering duties, 
maintaining high standards of hygiene, recording and monitoring data for HACCP and 
Environmental Health
A Basic food hygiene certifi cate is desirable.
A degree of fl exibility is essential, as you may be required to work additional hours during 
periods of leave or at any other hospital under NHS Ayrshire & Arran.
Hours: 20 hours per week over 7 days. Ref: A/653/12.
Informal enquiries are to Robert McLaughlin, Catering Services Manager, on 01294 323233.

For an application form please contact The Department of O&HRD, 63a Lister Street, 
Crosshouse Hospital, Kilmarnock, KA2 0BE Tel. 01563 825711 or email:
allison.robertson@aaaht.scot.nhs.uk

Closing date: 28 December 2012.

Please quote reference number on enquiry.

The healthiest life possible for 
the people of Ayrshire & Arran

To fi nd out more about NHS Ayrshire and Arran and services visit 
www.nhsayrshireandarran.com

CROFTING COMMISSION
COIMISEAN NA 

CROITEARACHD
DECROFTING
APPLICATION 

Purpose, Case number

house
4.86.41618

Comments can be made to 

community within the locality 

DECROFTING DIRECTION 
ISSUED

Conditions, Case number
Mr J Campbell

house

Conditions:

the proposed development 
completion.

maintained in good order and 
repair by each successive 

Any person with an interest 
in the application may appeal 
against a decision to the 
Scottish Land Court within 42 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Quality care to every person,
every day. www.nhshighland.scot.nhs.uk

Argyll & Bute Community Health Partnership

Mid Argyll, Kintyre and Islay 
Kintyre Medical Group, Southend Medical Practice 

Bank Dispenser – Band 3
£16,110 - £19,077 (Pro Rata)   Ref: 12ab/256
Hours as required
A Bank Dispenser is required for a small GP Practice to cover annual leave. You should have English and Maths at Standard 
Grade Level (or equivalent) or above and be computer literate. The successful candidate must be fl exible and be able to work 
under pressure to meet tight deadlines. You must be able to work, paying close attention to detail with a high level of accuracy.

Bank Domestic Assistant – Band 1
£14,508 - £14,864 (Pro Rata)   Ref: 12bk/258
Hours as required
We require Bank Staff to cover annual leave at Southend Medical Practice. You will be responsible for maintaining a 
high standard of cleanliness and ensuring a safe environment within the Practice. Applicants should be able to work by 
themselves and it would be desirable to have previous cleaning experience.
Informal enquiries for the Southend Medical Practice posts are welcomed by Annie Colville, Practice Manager, 
Tel: 01586 830635.

Kintyre Medical Group, Muasdale Surgery 

Bank Dispenser – Band 3
£16,110 - £19,077 (Pro Rata)  Ref: 12bk/257
Hours as required
A Bank Dispenser is required for a small GP Practice to cover annual leave. You should have English and Maths at Standard 
Grade Level (or equivalent) or above and be computer literate. The successful candidate must be fl exible and be able to 
work under pressure to meet tight deadlines. You must be able to work, paying close attention to detail with a high level 
of accuracy.

Bank Domestic Assistant – Band 1
£14,508 - £14,864 (Pro Rata)  Ref: 12bk/260
Hours as required
We require Bank Staff to cover Annual Leave at Muasdale Surgery. You will be responsible for maintaining a high standard 
of cleanliness and ensuring a safe environment within the Practice. Applicants should be able to work by themselves and 
it would be desirable to have previous cleaning experience.
Informal enquiries for the Muasdale Surgery posts are welcomed by Catherine O’Hanlon, Practice Manager, 
Tel: 01583 421206.
Application forms/full information packs are available (quoting job ref number) from the Personnel Department, 
Caithness General Hospital, Wick KW1 5NS, call 01955 880403 or email: northchprecruitment@nhs.net
The closing date for all posts is 7th January 2013.
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HAMISH
HOEY & 

SON
Joiners & 
Funeral 

Directors
37-39 Stevenson

Street, Oban
Telephone:
01631

562269
24-HOUR SERVICE

FUNERAL DIRECTORS | EST. 1880 
JOINERS AND BUILDERS 

Breadalbane Street, Oban
24 hour Family run business 

Owned and run by Ian MacInnes and son.
Telephone: 01631 562562
www.munns-oban.co.uk

funeral directors

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage
Full range of packing materials

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

removals & storage

drain problems

Cleaned and Cleared – Fast

Call 24/7 - 
Also drain repairs and surveys
Your No 1 for drainage in Argyll

1st Choice Maintenance Ltd

Slating

Tiling

Chimney Work
Roughcasting

Leadwork

Cement Work

Free Estimates and Advice Distance No Object!

Tel: 01887 858610   Mob: 07871 861235

Flat Roofs Repaired 
or Replaced 

General Building 
Repairs and 
Maintenance

Insurance Work 
and Storm Damage

Guttering Repaired 
or Replaced

Velux Windows 
Supplied
and Fitted

Moss Removal on 
Roof and Garages

Follow us on 

facebook
www.facebook.
com/obantimes

chimney  sweep

Lochaber
Chimney Sweep

Services

01397 703592
07719 623837

Open Fires & 
Woodburning Stoves

Tar Removal  Agas 
& Rayburns

CCTV Chimney Inspection   
Clean & Tidy

Discounts for OAPS
We power sweep wih the 
industry approved system 
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household goods

Country Kiln

AFFORDABLE

Delivered Nationwide 

01560 483966 
www.WoodburningStovesLimited.com 

Woodburning & Multifuel stoves 

stoves

carports

PERSONALS

Central Heating Systems • Underfloor Heating • Oil Fired 
 Natural Gas • LPG • Solid Fuel • Complete Bathrooms supplied & 

fitted • Tiling, Bathrooms & Kitchens • Joiner & Electrical work
Tel: 01631 562383 • Fax: 01631 565512

Mobile: 07774 480 393
Email: boydnjl@supanet.com

16 Airds Crescent, Oban, Argyll, PA34 5SJ
24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE

Plumbing & Heating 
Contractors Ltd.

plumbing

Opening Hours

Mon - Fri : 5pm – 11pm
Sat          : 4pm – 11pm

(GLUTEN FREE BATTER AVAILABLE)
Telephone 30 minutes in advance

FRESHLY BAKED 9’ PIZZAS, CHILDRENS MENU, 
BAKED POTATOES, KEBABS

Serving fine fish & chips in Lochaber since 1981

Kilmallie Road, Caol, Fort William PH33 7EN
01397 701078

Iain Campbell Duncan
 trading as 

ICD Tree Services Ltd

Tel: 01880 820583   
Mob: 07788816701

Email: iain@icdtreeservices.co.uk

Scrub Clearing
Tree Felling

Tree Surgery
Forestry Spraying

Chipping
Stump Grinding 

Rhododendron Cutting
Fencing

Tractor Hire

tree services

plumbing & heating

ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

BORDER FINE ARTS 
Fordson Tractor, (won’t 
start). Offers. Telephone 
01546 603308.
BORDER FINE ARTS 
Grey Fergie (Early Start).  
Offers. Telephone 01546 
603308.

AUDIO EQUIPMENT
A PAIR PA SPEAKERS 
Torque Acoustics TS75H 
75 Watt.  Ideal for band 
or group, black with 
carrying handles,  £49.99 
Telephone 01499 500216.

BABY EQUIPMENT
BABY WALKER yellow 
and red baby grab on 
walker, as new, with 
play in the middle,  £7 
Telephone 07447 406046.
FLUTTERBY DREAMS 
FISHER PRICE suitable 
from birth, max weight 
9kg/20lbs. Has 6 
speeds, 10 songs, yellow 
colour. Photo available, 
immaculate condition,  
£39 Telephone 07840 
885812.
RIDE ON CAR red 
lightning Mcqueen ride 
on car, with sounds,  
£7.00 Telephone 07447 
406046.

BICYCLES
GENTS RALEIGH 
CYCLE with mudguards,  
£45 Telephone 01631 
564275.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
S7 0BAN CHERISHED 
NUMBER on Retention 
Document V778, great 
gift idea that will 
retain value. Ready to 
transfer. Reasonable 
offers considered,  £950 
Telephone 07775 952100 
or 01383 420888.

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES

BABY GIRL CLOTHES 
a bag, lots of items. from 
1 year/ blouses, pants, 
cardigans, rompers, hats, 
etc,  £5 Telephone 07447 
406046.

CHAINSAW BOOTS 
SIZE 8 Husqvarna class 
2 chainsaw boots, as new 
still in box.  Buyer collects 
from Lochgair,  £49.99 
Telephone 01546 886236.
LADYS CLOTHES 
mostly blouses and mostly 
size 16 about 7 items,  £5 
Telephone 07447 406046.

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

RADIO SHACK 
SENSORY CHESS COMP 
unused, mains/battery, 
64 levels, learner to club 
players, powerful 16k 
program, way below cost,  
£45 Telephone 01546 
603734.

DOMESTIC
APPLIANCES

LLOYTRON SLOW 
COOKER black, new. 
Great Christmas present, 
1.5 litre capacity, 3 heat 
settings, LED On Indicator, 
removable ceramic pot, 
glass lid,  £15 Telephone 
07840 885812.
MINI KENWOOD FOOD 
PROCESSOR 1.4 litres, 
almost new,  £15 Telephone 
01631 570955.

DOMESTIC PETS
H U N G A R I A N 
WIREHAIRED Vizsla 
bitch, 3 years, good 
temperament,  £450 
Telephone 07951 817581².
LABRADOR PUPPIES 
black, 10 weeks old, 
registered working parents.  
Telephone 01586 553192.

 FURNITURE
SIX DRAWER CHEST 
lightwood, reasonable 
condition,  £10 Telephone 
07845 766043.
TV UNIT light brown,  £20 
Telephone 07922 536640.

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

FOOT MASSAGER,  £5 
Telephone 07922 536640.
MINI STEPPER black/
silver colour. Hardly used in 
excellent condition. Photo 
available.,  £9 Telephone 
07840 885812.

 HIGHLAND DRESS
BLACK LEATHER 
BROGUES SIZE 8 suitable 

condition. Buyer collects 
from Lochgair,  £25 ono 
Telephone 01546 886236.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & 
CARD White, Blue & Pink 
colours in stock available 
in A5/A4/A3 sizes, from 
13p per sheet. Contact 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

SONY 26” TV silver,  £25 
Telephone 07922 536640.

LEISURE AND 
LIFESTYLE

BEAVER DRYSUIT FOR 

someone 5ft7-6’0ft medium 
to large build with size 8-
10 boot.  Perfect condition 

Telephone 07900 671444.
DIVERS RECOVERY 
JACKET /backpack, 
commercial diving 
recovery jacket with 
backpack , internal weight 
system on jacket. used but 
good working order,  £40 
Telephone 07900 671444.
DIVING BACKPACK / 
HARNESS commercial 
backpack for diving with 
two cam bands , one with 
pony attachment, used but 
in perfect condition,  £20 
Telephone 07900 671444.
DIVING FINS IST 

with brand new spring 
straps,  £20 Telephone 
07900 671444.
DIVING WEIGHT 
HARNESS diving weight 
harness brand new with 
30lbs of weight included 
and ND knife attached. 
Never been worn,  £40 
Telephone 07900 671444.
DRYSUIT FOR DIVING 
Typhoon TCS commercial 

6’0ft size 8-10 boot. had a 
few repairs but gives a dry 
dive,  £30 Telephone 07900 
671444.

SCUBA DIVING 
GLOVES beaver kevlar 
gloves for diving, used a 
couple of times size (L),  
£10 Telephone 07900 
671444.

MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD 
CALENDARS, featuring 
spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches 
and mountains. Always 
a popular gift for family 
and friends at home or 
abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES 
WEST HIGHLAND 
CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West 
Highlands portrayed 
in this handy and 
conveniently sized 
calendar. Ideal for home 
offices or as a gift. 
Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

MISCELLANEOUS
CONCRETE BREAKER 
fits 13-18 ton excavator in 
good working condition,  
£4500 Telephone 07786 
864877.
RED DIESEL GALAXY 
SPACE HEATER 
37,000 BTUs on wheels.  
Excellent condition,  
£750 Telephone 07786 
864877.

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

1978 FENDER USA 
precision bass guitar.  
Finished in sunburst with 
rosewood neck complete 
with original hard Fenter 
case.  Guitar in excellent 
condition,  £1250 Telephone 
01866 833338.

PET ACCESSORIES
BIRD CAGE ,  £5 
Telephone 07922 536640.

PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 
size, sold in reams or by the 
box, ideal for copiers, lasers 
and fax machines. Contact 
Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.

RAFFLE TICKETS For 
your prize draw, numbered 
and perforated to your 
requirements. From Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 WANTED
COPPER, BRASS, LEAD 
zinc, stainless, all types 
cable, household and 
armoured, top prices paid.  
Telephone 07770 724851 
or 07788 961791.
SCRAP METAL all types 
of scrap metal, we uplift 
scrap cars, call Mr Cook, 
West Coast Scrap Metals.  
Telephone 01499 500638 
or 07787 991636.

local sawmill

LOCAL SAWMILL

mainly hardwoods air dried in stock including

Beams, planks and lintels kiln dried to order

FIREWOOD SPLIT LOGS FOR SALE -
£50 per 1/2  Tonne, £95 per Tonne

LOOKING FOR STANDING HARDWOOD, ESPECIALLY OAK

Rhoda would like 
to thank all her 

family and friends 
for attending her 

40th Birthday Party 
and donating so 

generously to Clic 
Sargent.

The marvellous 
sum of £1500 was 

raised.
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MEMORIALS

CHARITY DONATIONS

Oban
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

SCOTTISH
EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH
ANGLICAN

COMMUNION
Friday 21 Dec 2012
St John’s Cathedral, 

Oban
Service of Nine Lessons and 
Carols ...........................19.30

Sunday 23 Dec 2012
Advent 4

St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion........08.00
Sung Eucharist.............10.15

Sunday School Tableau
Loop System

Large Print Hymn Books
All Welcome

Nicki McNelly Provost
(01631) 562323

St James, Ardbrecknish, 
Cladich

Holy Eucharist .............15.00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull
Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols ........................... 11.00

St Columba,
Bishop’s House, Iona

Holy Eucharist .............10.00
Monday 24 Dec 2012

Christmas Eve
St John’s Cathedral, Oban

Fancy Dress Crib Service
......................................15.30
Midnight Eucharist......23.15

St Columba, Bishop’s 
House, Iona

Holy Eucharist .............17.30
Tuesday 25 Dec 2012

Christmas Day
St John’s Cathedral, Oban
Holy Communion........08.00
Family Sung Eucharist 10.15

St James, Ardbrecknish, 
Cladich

Service of Readings and 
Carols ........................... 11.00
St Columba, Gruline, Mull 
Holy Eucharist ............. 11.00

ASSOCIATED 
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH, OBAN

Campbell Street Church
Sunday 23 December 2012

11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Phone-In ‘Worship Link’ 

available
Rev. Archie McPhail

MA, MTh
(01631) 567076

All welcome

ECCLESIASTICAL
NOTICES

WEDDINGS

Martin MacDonald
recently graduated from Southampton Solent Uni-

versity with a BA (Hons) in Watersports Studies and 
Management. Pictured here with brothers Michael 
and Murray, and his mother, Julie Caldwell, Martin 
was educated at Croftinloan Prep School, Rannoch 
and Sedbergh School. He has recently accepted a 

position with X Yachts in Southampton.

Matthew Payne and Alexandra Forsyth
were married at Dunollie House on the 8th September 
2012 before leaving for a new life with their children 

Campbell, Ruaig and Tatiana in Sydney Australia.

GRADUATIONS

Ruaridh MacPhee 
from Torlundy, Fort William, graduated with a BSc 

(Hons) in Music Technology from Hertfordshire 
University. He continues his studies towards an MSc 
in Audio Engineering. He is the son of Duncan and 

Rosemary MacPhee, and grandson of the late Ian and 
Marion Wynne and Angus and Sheila MacPhee.

Liam Campbell and Yvonne Clark 
who were married earlier this year in Kalithea 

Spa, Rhodes

DEATHS
BORWICK - Peacefully 
at home, in Glenborrodale, 
on Saturday, December 15, 
2012, Geoffrey Raymond 
Borwick, beloved husband 
of Janette, loving dad of 
Allan and Marion, much 
cherished grandad and 
father-in-law. Funeral 
service will take place at 
Inverness Crematorium on 
Friday, December 21, 2012 

only please. Donations, if 
desired, for British Heart 
Foundation may be given 
at the service. Enquiries 
to John McLellan & Co, 
Funeral Directors, Fort 
William. Tel. 01397 702128
BOWDEN-SMITH - 
Peacefully at the Lynne 
of Lorn Care Home, 
Benderloch, on December 
15, 2012, aged 70, Anna 
Katarina nee Ritola.  A 
local memorial service to be 
arranged, for details contact 
01852 500 362.  May she 

COLTHART - Peacefully 
after a short illness at Victoria 

Friday December 14, 2012.  
Lilian (nee Richardson), 
“Stronacroibh”, Isle of 
Lismore, loving mother, 
mother in law and granny to 
David, Karen, Lorne, David, 
Ross and Harry.  Will be 
sadly missed.
MACPHAIL - Peacefully 
at home, Ensay Farm 
Calgary Isle of Mull on 
Friday December 14, 2012, 
Christina Dalziel in her 
91st year. Beloved wife of 
the late Colquhoun, dearly 
loved Mother of William 
and Christine, daughter in 
law of Anne, loving sister 
of Martha, Cathie, Ina 
and Donald Alan. Funeral 
service was held at Kilmore 
Parish Church Dervaig on 
Tuesday December 18, 2012 
thereafter to Pennygown 
Cemetery.
MORRISON - (Martin 
Mary) - At home, 13 Creag-
an-Airm, Drimvargie Hill, 
Oban, on December 18, 
2012, Mary, in her 86th 
year.  Loved sister of John, 
Hector, Janet, Donald and 
Rachel, beloved aunt, great 
aunt and great great aunt.  
Sorely missed.
PATE – Christina Margaret.  
Peacefully in Dunoon 
on December 15, 2012, 
Margaret, beloved wife of 
James Guy Lindsay Pate, 
much loved sister-in-law to 
Sheena and a loving aunt to 
Fiona, David, Colin and their 
families.  A good neighbour 
and dear friend to many.  
Funeral service was held on 
Wednesday, December 19.
PATERSON - Peacefully 
at Crosshouse Hospital, 
Kilmarnock on Sunday 
December 16, 2012, Susan 
aged 49 years from Darvel, 
Ayrshire formerly Thornton, 
Fife. Much loved partner of 
Iain. Dearly loved daughter 
of Thomas and his wife 
Mina. Much loved sister 
of Ann and Neil, Emma 
and Lucy and sister-in-law 
of Heather. She was also a 
precious auntie and friend 
who will be sadly missed.
Funeral service at Kirkcaldy 
Crematorium on Friday 
December 28, at 12.45pm to 
which all family and friends 
are respectfully invited.

POLLOCK - Suddenly, at 
Lorn and Islands Hospital 
Oban, on Thursday 
December 13, 2012, Rev.
Dr. William Pollock, of 
Salen, Mull, son of the late 
Robert and Margie Pollock, 
Kilchattan Bay, Bute - a true 
friend, much loved cousin 
and a faithful and supportive 
minister.  Funeral service on 
Thursday December 20, at 
11.30am in Salen Church, 
Mull and thereafter to Balure 

only, please. Donations, if 
desired, to Parkinson’s UK.

ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS

ALCORN – Janice & 
Jennifer and the Forgrieve 
family would like to 
thank all relatives, friends 
and neighbours for their 
support and kindness, many 
cards, telephone calls and 
expressions of sympathy 
shown to them at this sad 
time. Special thanks to the 
staff of Ward A, Lorn & the 
Isles Hospital, Oban whose 
care and kindness will never 
be forgotten. To Rev Dugald 
Cameron for the lovely 
service and to everyone who 
attended the church and the 
graveside. To D & A Munn 
for funeral arrangements.
The total collected for MS 
therapy centre, Oban was 
£815.43. Thank you all.
MACNAUGHTON – 
Mairie, Catherine, Kirsty 
and their families would 
like to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
the many kind expressions 

cards, letters, and phone 
calls received following 
the recent sad loss of Mary.  
Sincere thanks to doctors, 
ambulance crews and all 
local care staff for their care 
and attention to Mary.  A 
very special thank you to 
the nursing staff of Glenaray 
Ward for their excellent 
care.  Grateful thanks to 
Margaret Sinclair and Rev 

Fiona Ogg for comforting 
services both in Ardrishaig 
and Acharacle; to Donald 
MacDonald Funeral 
Directors for their guidance 
and arrangements and to the 
Loch Shiel House, Acharacle 

thanks to all who attended at 
church and graveside to pay 
their respects.  The retiral 
collection raised £600 for M 
S Centre, Lochgilphead and 
Glenaray Ward, Mid Argyll 
Hospital.
McGILL – Iain, Cairena 
and families would like 
to thank all relatives, 
friends and neighbours for 
their kind expressions of 
sympathy on the death of 
Archie McGill.  Thanks to 
all staff at Ward I & B at the 
Lorn and Islands Hospital, 
Oban for  their wonderful 
care and attention and staff 
at the Lorn Medical Centre.  
To Hamish Hoey and sons 
for their personal attention.
To Rev Dugald Cameron for 
his wonderful service.  The 
sum of £400 was raised for 
the local Alzheimer Fund.
SLOSS- Thank you to our 
family and friends for their 
expressions of love and 
kindness at this very sad 
time. Many thanks to Oban 
and Glasgow police for their 
help. Forever in our hearts 
Victoria. Mum.

MEMORIAMS
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of Iain, a loving 
husband and devoted 
dad, who died  December 
27,1994.  Also remembering 
“wee” Iain, a precious son 
and sorely missed brother, 
who died  December 16, 
2007.
Tenderly we treasure the 
past, with memories that 
will always last.  
- Mum, Annmarie and 
Marion .
Gen and Uncle Iain, we 
know that you are both 
beside us, our very own 
guardian angels.
- Calum, Clare, Erin, Alistair, 
Matthew and Eve Marie xx
CAMERON - In loving 
memory of Alastair, a 
dear husband, father and 
grandfather, who died on 
December 18, 1990. Also 
remembering loved ones 
gone before and after. Dear 
are the memories, precious 
they stay. No passing of time 
can take them away. Helen 
and family, Strontian
CAMPBELL - In loving 
memory of my dear wife 
Liz, who died so suddenly 
on December 26, 1998.
Loved and remembered 
always.
- Cammie.
DUFF - Remembering 
Stuart our son who died on 
December 18, 2000, aged 26 
years .
Love and miss you always,
Mum and Dad 

GRANT – In loving memory 
of my dear wife, Morag, 
who died on December 25, 
1999.
Sadly missed in every way
Quietly remembered every 
day.
- Angus, Upper 
Kinechreckine, Dalmally.
GRANT – In loving 
memory of my dear mother 
and our granny, Morag, who 
died on December 25, 1999.
Today, tomorrow, our whole 
life through
We will always love and 
remember you.
- Elizabeth, Julie and Steven, 
Keeper’s Cottage, Dalmally.
MACALLISTER - In 
loving memory of David, 
Tobermory and Symington, 
who died December 21, 
2004.
Fondly remembered.
- Rosemary, Fiona, Alex and 
David.
MACDONALD – In 
loving memory of Duncan 
A MacDonald, 9 Longsdale 
Terrace, Oban, who died on 
December 23, 1993. Always 
remembered. May and all 
the family.
MACGILLIVARY – 
In loving memory of 
Chrissie, a much loved 
mum and Gran, who 
passed away December 
24, 2009. Many a lonely 
heartache, many a silent 
tear. But always a beautiful 
memory of one I loved so 
dear – Katherine.
3 years ago God took you 
Gran and left me with 
a broken heart that will 
never mend.
Miss you so much and 
always thinking of you
Paul
Also remembering our 
father and grandfather 
Jimmy, who passed away 
on November 17, 1965
MACLENNAN – In 
loving memory of our 
dear mother and granny 
Betty, who passed away 
December 20, 2010. Deep 
in our hearts you will 
always stay. Loved and 
remembered every day.
Gus, Sally, Connie and 
Rosie.
McKIERNAN - In loving 
memory of a special dad, 
Jim, who died December 
21, 2007.  
Always in our hearts.
With love, Catherine, 
Diane and Alan 
McTAGGART – Treasured 
and loving memory of 
our dad and granpa John, 
who died December 25, 
2005, also remembering 
our dear mum Mary 
(née Nicolson) who died 
August 23, 2011.
It broke our hearts to lose 
you
But you did not go alone
For part of us went with 
you
The day God called you 
home.
Love and miss you both 
so much.
- Chrisina, Ian and Philina 
xxx
- Martin, James, Andrew 
and Ellie xxxx
MUNRO - In loving 
memory of our beloved 
daughter Violet, who died 
December 22, 2006.
Silent thoughts, memories 
dear
As time unfolds another 
year
Too dearly loved to be 
forgotten.
- Isabella and Douglas, 
Loanhead.
NICOLSON- In loving 
memory of our dear 
mother, and grandmother 
Christine Stewart, who 
died December 19, 1985, 
also our dear sisters, and 
Aunties Mima Mcaulay 
died December 30 1989, 
and Mary Mctaggart died 
August 23 2011.
Precious are the memories 
silently kept,
Of the ones that we loved 
And will never forget,
Sadly missed by all the 
family 
REDFERN -
Remembering always 
Willie, a loving husband, 
father and brother, who 
died December 25, 2011.
- Elizabeth and Joan xx
STEWART – In loving 
memory of our dear 
parents and grandparents, 
Ann Campbell passed 
away on December 
12 1982 and Angus 
Alexander passed away 
on October 7, 1994.
Loved and remembered 
everyday.
- Angus, Nancy, 
Rena, Mavis and families, 
Bowmore, Islay and 
Montreal, Canada.

O’ come 
          all ye faithful

KILMORE & OBAN CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND

Family Services:
Nativity Service, 

Sunday, December 23rd, 
Glencruitten Road, 11:30 a.m.

Christmas Eve Services
Christmas Family Service

7.00 Corran Esplanade  9.00 Kilmore
The Watchnight Service 

at 11:30pm in Glencruitten Road Church

Christmas Day service
10 a.m. Corran Esplanade

For more information please contact the 

Tel:01631 562405 
E Mail:obancofs@btinternet.com

Website:www.obanchurch.com

ST ANDREWS
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
High Street, 

Fort William

Mon 24th Dec 
11.45pm Midnight 
Mass And Blessing 

Of Crib

Tuesday 25th Dec
10.45am Family Mass

All Are Welcome 

St. Columba’s 
Cathedral Oban     

Bishop Joseph Toal and Monsignor James L MacNeil

Wish you all a peaceful, holy and 

Happy Christmas Season

MONDAY 24th DECEMBER
6:30 p.m. Blessing of the Crib & Christmas Vigil Mass

11.30 p.m. Carol Service 

followed by Concelebrated Midnight Mass

Bishop Joseph Toal Principal Celebrant

TUESDAY 25th DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS DAY

10:30 a.m. Christmas Day Mass

All Welcome

ST MARY’S
ARISAIG.

Mon 24th Carols at 
11.45pm followed by 

Midnight Mass
Christmas Day family 

mass 10.30am
Glenfinnan

Mon 24th 7pm Vigil

VISITATION AT TAYNUILT
Canon Fraser wishes you all a peaceful 

and Happy Christmas & New Year

Saturday 24th December
Carols at 11.30pm

followed by midnight mass

Sunday 25th December
10.30 a.m. Christmas Mass

ALL WELCOME

St John’s Episcopal 
Cathedral

George Street, Oban
Friday 21st December

7.30pm Service of Nine Lessons and Carols

Sunday 23rd December
Sunday School Tableau at the 10.15am 

Sung Eucharist

Christmas Eve
3.30pm Fancy Dress Crib Service

Take part in the greatest story ever told - by the 
cathedral cat.

followed by refreshments
11.15pm Midnight Eucharist by candlelight

Christmas Day
8am Said Eucharist

10.15am Family Sung Eucharist

St James’ Episcopal Church
Ardbrecknish

Sunday 23rd December
3pm Family Eucharist

Albany Street PA34 4LG
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Sunday 23 December 6.30pm
Carols and candlelight
Christmas Eve 11.30pm

Carols, Candles and Communion
Christmas Day 10am- 10.45am

Family Service
www.obanbaptist.org.uk

St Mary’s 
Fort William

Mass of 
Christmas Night

Christmas Eve 
10pm

(carol service 
9.45pm)

Christmas
Morning

Mass 10.30am

Our Lady of the Immaculate 
Conception and St.Mun, 

Dunoon

CHRISTMAS EVE
Carols at 11.15pm followed by Mass at 

midnight.

CHRISTMAS DAY
One mass only at 10amwww.facebook.com/obantimes

Follow us on 

facebook
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ATHLETICS

Age group 
record broken 
at sports hall 
athletics meet 

SHINTY

INVERARAY Shinty Club are 

Inveraray play in the Orion 

-

Inveraray looking 
for new first
team coach

SHINTY

Death of Kingussie 
shinty stalwart

Lovat Cup match
on January 2

SHINTY

-

-

-

-

Impressive

-

-

-

Ten year old Aaron McKay goes for gold in the triple jump. 16_t51athletics 08

Chloe Campbell, seven, is put through her paces. 16_t51athletics03 Competitors sprinted to the finish line. 16_t51athletics05

Cammy MacDonald, pictured left, of Lochgilphead, has become the 
youngest professional footballer, at 22 years old, to be awarded a top 
coaching diploma by the SFA. 

FOOTBALL COACHING

Thirteen year old Roanne Lilley excelled at the triple jump.  16_t51athletics02

LAST WEEK’S SHINTY 
BALL WAS HERE. . .

WIN
£950

I enclose £1 for 20 crosses (tick box) The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, 
but you may enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to 
abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this 
coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

Name ........................................................................

Address ....................................................................

 ..................................................................................

 ....................................Tel No. ..................................

SHINTY BALL

This week's nearest the ball 
winners, who each receive 

£25 are:

L Penrose
5a Knipoch Place, Oban

R Gillies
Nursery Cottages, Lochgilphead

Please
tape your 

£1 coin 
here

All you have to do
We have removed the shinty ball from the 
photograph opposite.  Now look carefully at the 
position of the players and use your skill and 
judgement to place a cross at the exact point 
where you think the centre of the ball was.  You 
may have a maximum of 20 attempts on this 
coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must 
enter on separate coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will 
increase by £50 per week until it is won outright.  To 
win the jackpot, the centre of your cross must be in 
the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses overlap 
the entry will be void. 

If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ 
prizes of £25 will be awarded.  When the jackpot is 
won, no other prizes will be awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your 
entry plus £1 per 20 attempts into a sealed 
envelope and post it to "Spot the Shinty Ball" 
Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon, Friday 28th 
December, 2012.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head 

 by the same time.  
Otherwise all entries must be posted.

Competition Rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which 

are delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting 
cannot be accepted as proof of delivery.

The Company’s decision is final on all 
matters relating to the competition and no 

decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the 

jackpot will be shared equally between all winning 
entries. Any decision regarding the  awarding of a 
prize is entirely at the discretion of the Company.

The Company reserves the right to declare the 
competition null and void at any time, subject to 
its discretion and to make full refund of the price 
of the coupon to any person who has entered 
the competition at that time.

Employees of The Oban Times Limited, their 
immediate relatives and any person otherwise 
connected with the competition are ineligible to enter.

To allow for the festive holidays Spot the Ball will run for 2 weeks. 
The deadline for entires is 12noon, Friday 28th December, 2012. 
Winners will be announced in the issue dated Thursday 3rd January, 2013

WEEK
ONE
of twoSpot the
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YOUTH FOOTBALL

Oban Saints youths 
results and fixtures

LAST weekend’s results: Under 
13s no game; Under 14s 9, 
Dumbarton Riverside 0. Saints 
goalscorers were - Jay Cooper 
(3), Lomand MacPherson (2), 
Zander Kilmurray (2), Patrick 
MacIntyre and Ben Coates. 
Newmains Hammers 5, Under 
15s 1. Kieran Hendry scored for 
Saints.  Lenzie Colts 0, Under 
16s 1. On target for the Oban 
side was DJ Orr.
The teams will now take a 

well earned break with games 
resuming again on January 12. 

FOOTBALL

Artemis Macaulay 
Cup drawn live        
on Oban FM

SHINTY

Weather
Thursday Lighr rain
 Winds light, easterly
 Temperatures 4C to 5ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds light, south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 5ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds east south easterly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 5ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 20, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  04.42 1.4 10.47 3.3 17.20      1.7        22.56     3.0  
Fri  05.41 1.6 12.07 3.2 18.20      1.8        **.**        *.*
Sat  00.23 2.9 06.49 1.7 13.36      3.1        19.25      1.9
Sun  01.45 3.0 08.11 1.8 14.39      3.2        20.30     1.8
Mon  02.43 3.1 09.23 1.7 15.25 3.3         21.24     1.7
Tues  03.30 3.3 10.17 1.7 16.04 3.5 22.09     1.5
Wed  04.12 3.5 10.59 1.6 16.41 3.6 22.49      1.4
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

5

6

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

6

WINTER League scores from 
Isle of Colonsay Golf Club: 1 
D Binnie: 43 gross, 31 nett; 2 S 
Weatherstone 38 gross, 32 nett; 
3 D MacDonald: 53 gross, 36 
nett.

GOLF

Colonsay Golf Club

Saints away in 
5th round of the 
Scottish Cup

OBAN Saints have been drawn 
away in the 5th round of the 
Fosters Scottish Amateur Cup 
to the winners of the Mearns v 
Burntisland United 4th round 
match.
 It is hoped Mearns and 
Burntisland will play their tie 
this Saturday with the Oban 
side taking on the winners on 
January 12.
The Scottish Amateur League 

programme takes a festive break 
for two weeks and will resume 
again on Saturday 5 January, 
but Saints hope to organise a 
game on Saturday 29 December 

The club would like to take 
this opportunity to wish their 
loyal band of supporters and 
sponsors the compliments of the 
season

SWIMMING

RESULTS from the Winter 
League Week 6 played on 16 
December: 1 Ian MacCuaig 39 
pts; 2 Keith McDonald 35 pts; 3 
Jim Rozga 35 pts. Css 72.

GOLF

Islay Golf Club

THE draw for the 2013 Artemis 
Macaulay Cup took place last 
Saturday evening live on Oban 
FM and is as follows:

South 1st round - Bute v 
Kyles Athletic; Oban Celtic v 
Taynuilt; Glenorchy v Oban 
Camanachd; Inveraray v 
Glasgow Mid Argyll

Second round: Oban Celtic/
Taynuilt v Inveraray/Glasgow 
Mid Argyll; Glenorchy/Oban 
Camanachd v Bute/Kyles 
Athletic

North 1st round - Fort 
William v Kilmallie; Kingussie 
v Kinlochshiel; Lovat v 
Glenurquhart; Newtonmore v 
Lochaber.

Second round: Newtonmore/
Lochaber v Fort William/Kil-
mallie; Kingussie/Kinlochshiel 
v Lovat Glenurquhart.

Pool league players take festive break
THE REMAINING eight 
teams contested the Oban Fill-
ing Station (OFS) Cup quarter-

League festive break.
The OFS Cup, held last Thurs-

day, has become a permanent 

and with a winner decided on the 
night, each point gained carries 

league champions Markie Dans 
A hosted the Claredon looking 

trophy that has eluded them 

Shop volunteer, Isabel Cormack, and the Glencruitten juniors with vice captain, John Mackinnon (left) and club pro, Terry Burgoyne (right). 16_t51youthgolf01

A GRANT of £1,000 has been 
handed to Glencruitten Golf 
Club by MacQueen Bros Chari-
table Trust to boost the junior 
game.

The money, which was donated 
to the junior section, will be used 
for a coaching programme to 
help develop youngsters’ skills.

John Mackinnon, vice captain 
of the club, said: ‘We would like 
to thank the Community Charity 
Shop for their very generous do-
nation of £1,000 to further golf 
development at Glencruitten.

‘This money will enable club 
pro Terry Burgoyne to organise 
a winter/spring coaching pro-
gramme to develop their skills 
for the season ahead.

‘The club’s aim is to raise the 

make it accessible to all.’
Graham MacQueen, of the 

trust, added: ‘The future of any 
club is in the youth and therefore 
if you invest in the youth you 
can look forward to a prosperous 
future.’

The grant is part of recent 
round of awards which saw 

Community Shop, run entirely 
by volunteers, hands back 95 
per cent of its income to the 
community.

If you wish to donate, hand 
items into the shop at the North 
Pier or phone 01631 564848 for 
free uplift.

Glencruitten junior 
golfers boosted
by £1,000 grant

Young swimmers making waves

since its introduction. After 
promising so much last year, 
the Claredon have had a poor 
start to the season, by their own 
admission. 

Unfortunately for the visitors 
their luck didn’t change as 
Markies strolled into the semi-

Waiting for them are defending 
champions the Cellar who re-
sisted some early pressure from 
the Lochnell before strolling 
through to set up a mouth water-

of the league’s big guns.

In the other half of the draw 
the Gluepot welcomed the 
Lochavullin, who look to be on 
a bit of a resurgence after a few 
years of watching their rivals 
pick up the honours.

The Gluepot, returning this 
season after years in the wilder-
ness, certainly played more than 
a cameo role in this tie, although 

-

two doubles matches to progress 
through.

Two-time winners the Lancas-

line up after overcoming Markie 
Dans B, although credit must go 
to Markie’s junior side as they 
forced this one into the doubles.

When push came to shove, the 
Lancaster proved form is tem-
porary and ability is everlasting 
with two clinical performances 
in the opening doubles matches 
to determine the outcome and 
will now face the Lochavullin.

Results: Markie Dans A 5; 
Claredon 0;  Cellar 5, Lochnell 2; 
Gluepot 4, Lochavullin 5;  Lancaster 

draw:  Markie Dans A v The Cellar; 
Lochavullin v Lancaster A

A YOUNG swimmer from Oban 
has won himself another junior 
title – while another has been 
given a career boost thanks to 
Oban Sports Shop.

Matthew Anderson and 
Abigail Evans are two of the 
town’s best sporting talents but 
while Matthew swam to another 
national title at the weekend 
at the National Short Course 
Championships in Edinburgh, 
Abigail was just glad to be there 
following a successful appeal in 
The Oban Times.

Abigail’s dreams of represent-
ing Scotland at the Common-
wealth Games are under threat 
through a lack of sponsorship, 
which is crucial to attend com-
petitions and buy competition 
swimsuits. 

In November The Oban Times 
revealed that without funding 
assistance, the 16 year old would 
have to give up the sport at 
competition level.

Responding to the call for 
help, sports shop owner Billy 
Thomson, who knows the active 
teenager through his rugby and 
netball links, contacted swim-
ming company Speedo to see if 
it could help.

The result was the donation 

training and a kit bag.
Billy said: ‘I couldn’t offer 

sponsorship but I really wanted 
to help, so I contacted Speedo to 

see what they could do. The shop 
is within the Intersport buying 
group, which is how I was able 
to approach them, but Speedo 
likes to support customers like 
me and is keen to get involved in 
community sport.’ 

Members of the Free Church of 
Scotland congregation in Oban 
also came to Abigail’s aid by pay-
ing for her entry to the Scottish 
Short Course Championships, 
where she set a personal best in 
the 50m freestyle. The teenager 
is on a swimming scholarship at 
Strathallan School in Perthshire 
and also competes with Dundee 
City Aquatics.

because I didn’t think I would 
get any response, so I want to 
thank Billy for his support.’

career is going from strength 
to strength with Warrender 
Baths Club in Edinburgh and 
at last weekend’s short course 
championship he competed in 

freestyle junior title.
His time in the 1500m free-

place in the UK junior rankings 
and he will defend his 400m 
individual medley title at the 
Scottish Schools Championship 
on January 26.

Sports shop answers 
Oban Times appeal

Oban Sports Shop owner Billy Thomson hands over the Speedo 
equipment to Abigail Evans. 16_t51abi01

Right: Scottish 1500m freestyle junior champion Matthew 
Anderson takes his place on the podium, second from right, 

beside the senior medallists.
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OPPOSING West Highland 
factions clashed in Fort Willliam 
as a Scottish Government task 
force took evidence on extending 
community land ownership.

The Land Reform Review 
Group meeting at the Moorings 
Hotel in Banavie, led by vice-
chairs Professor Jim Hunter and 
Dr Sarah Skerratt, attracted only 
15 people - but still generated 
impassioned debate.

The group was set up following 

legislation was so complex 

Scotland’s community land 
ownership drive.

Charged with identifying 
how to enable more people to 
have a stake in the ownership, 
governance, management and 
use of land, it will produce 
recommendations to Scottish 
Ministers next year. 

Main protagonists at Banavie 
included former Highland 
Council leader Michael Foxley 
and retired Lochaber land agent 
Richard Sidgwick.

Dr Foxley blasted the present 
2003 Land Reform Act for 
deterring community buyouts 
– and called for big changes.

He said: ‘There needs to be 

the ability to spring into action 
when an estate is put up for sale 
– and that may mean that sale is 
suspended for some while,’ he 
said.

‘If a landowner is selling an 
estate they will start to discuss 
matters with the community, 
rather than thinking it has 
nothing to do with them.’

He added: ‘Some of the people 
who picked up their bankers 
bonuses and then an estate in the 
west are currently not interested 
in the community aspect. 

‘But if there was the same sort 
of simple legislation you get for 
land access, you could certainly 
have discussions with some of 
the landowners coming in at the 
moment.’

Dr Foxley also claimed the 
current process was so tortuous 
that the Eigg community buyout 
in 1997, brokered through 
a ‘tremendous relationship’ 
between the Scottish Wildlife 
Trust, Highland Council and 
islanders, would have failed 

today. ‘That package would 
not have been viable under the 
current legislation,’ he said. 

But retired Lochaber land agent 
Richard Sidgwick questioned 
the economics of community 
buyouts, citing Eigg and Assynt 
as examples.

it should not be subsidised by 
the state,’ he said. ‘I don’t think 
there’s agreement for continuing 
an endless subsidy in trying to 

Highlands and Islands are much 
better than that.’

Instead, Mr Sidgwick 
suggested a better option was 
for a landowner and partners to 
come together for a community 

years of a lease could be rent-
free. 

He said: ‘The route to 
co-operation is small leases 
because I don’t think many 
small communities have access 
to capital. 

‘I don’t think land over which 
they cast envious eyes is the 
moneymaking asset they think 
it is. I know what estates cost to 
run, and very few of them make 
money.’
Continued on page 3.

BALLACHULISH village hall was the 
setting last week for four performances of 
the traditional panto ‘Babes in the Wood’. 

Such was the demand for tickets that extra 
seating had to be installed for the Saturday 
night show. 

Since then, rave reports of the production 
have resulted in public demand for a further 
performance which will take place on 

Thursday December 27 at 7.30pm. Advance 
bookings have already resulted in a near 
sell-out with any remaining tickets on sale 
from yesterday (Wednesday) in Ballachulish 
Co-op and the Tourist Information Centre.

Director of the show Nairn McArthur 
said the entire cast and crew had been 
overwhelmed by the reception from locals. 

He told The Oban Times: ‘We had 

wonderful audiences, many of whom 
indicated that they had family members or 
friends returning to the area for Christmas, 
who were hoping to see the show, having 
heard the great reports. 

‘As the proceeds go to village hall funds, 
we were delighted to be able to oblige and 
we all look forward to staging the show one 
more time.’

Smash hit: the Babes in the Wood cast will stage another show next Thursday after four sell-out performances. 20_f51balla01

Ballachulish ‘Babes’ draw in the crowds

Groups clash 
over extension 
of community 
land ownership

Police condemn 
callous thieves
POLICE have condemned 
callous thieves who stole 30 
bags of cement on Monday 
afternoon from a man building 
a new home in Ardnamurchan. 

PC Andrew Irvine at Strontian 
said the cement, worth £150, 
was removed from two pallets 
of building materials sometime 
between 3pm and 6pm. They 
had been dropped at the 
roadend leading to the house 
site at Tarbert, west of Salen, 
near the cattle grid on the 
B8007.

PC Irvine told The Oban 
Times: ‘It is a particularly 
mean-spirited theft, especially 
at this time of year and when a 
local person is working hard to 
build his own home.’

Anyone with information 
should contact Strontian Police 
Station on 01967 402022 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555111. 

THE FORESTRY Commission’s 
rock fall prevention methods put 
in place above the A82 south of 
Fort William have been criticised 
by a locally-based engineer.

Forestry Commission Scotland 
(FCS) cut down trees and 
removed a large overhanging 
rock at Glen Righ Forest, near 
Onich, last year and installed 
safety nets to stop any loose rock 
from falling on to the trunk road 
below.

But Onich resident and engineer 
George Wilson claims the 
current system which sees nets 
tied to trees was not an adequate 

RAASAY residents are looking forward to a 
bumper 2013 after a new vessel for the Sconser 
crossing was launched on the Clyde on Monday.

Among those at Ferguson’s shipyard in Port 
Glasgow to see Deputy First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon launch the MV Hallaig was future crew 
member and South Arnish crofter Paul Camilli.

Mr Camilli spent 10 years as motorman on the 
current Raasay ferry the MV Loch Striven - the 
1980s vessel the Hallaig will replace next June.

passenger and vehicle roll-on roll-off ferry to use 
a low-carbon hybrid system of diesel electric and 
battery power. 

Mr Camilli, who has just returned from a week’s 
training in Rotterdam on the hybrid drive system, 
told The Oban Times: ‘It was a textbook launch. 
The shipyard manager said it went like clockwork. 
It really was quite exciting and emotional.’ Asked 

long term solution. He told The 
Oban Times: ‘The structural 
philosophy is predicated upon 
the ability of shallow rooted 
trees to support the netting - not 
sound engineering principles. 

‘We trust that the engineer 
in charge can offer us all some 
insight into his thinking behind 
this scheme which will allay the 
fear that good money merely 
follows bad. 

‘If a decent amount of rock 
comes down into the net we 
could have trees, netting and 
rock landing on the road instead 
of just boulders.’

FCS said the nets attached to 
trees were a temporary solution 
in place during the ongoing 
work, adding that a permanent 
fence with steel posts and ground 
anchors already in place will be 
the long-term protection against 
debris. A FCS spokesperson said: 
‘The geotechnicians working 
on the A82 project enjoy an 
international reputation and we 

safety measures put in place are 
designed to the highest standard 
and are more than capable of 
performing the tasks required of 
them. We are happy to bring local 
people/stakeholders, community 
groups, local press and elected 
representatives to tour the site 
and have a walk round with the 
engineers responsible.’

The road has regularly been 
shut to one lane throughout the 
past year to allow works to go 
ahead, with the next closure due 
in the New Year. 

See leader and letters page 
8.
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Raasay islanders look forward to a bumper 
year as new hybrid ferry is launched

about what the new boat would mean for Raasay, 
Mr Camilli said: ‘I think initially the eyes of the 
world will be on us. 

‘I think it’s going to be a great thing what 
with Raasay House [outdoor centre] opening in 
the New Year and work just starting on the new 
heritage centre at Inverarish village.’

He added: ‘It’s just a shame we did not have it a 
couple of years ago.’

The Hallaig
launched from Ferguson’s in a £20 million 
Scottish Government investment taken forward 
by CMAL (Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd).

Ms Sturgeon said: ‘Today is a great day for Clyde 
shipbuilding, and a great day for Scotland.’

CMAL chairman Grenville Johnston said: ‘The 
two new ferries will come into operation in 2013 
and their technology will be cleaner, quieter and 
cheaper to operate and maintain than ever before.’ 

CalMac managing director Martin Dorchester 
said: ‘It is always exciting to see a new ship enter 

looking forward to bringing MV Hallaig into 
service in Skye next year.’

The MV Hallaig launches at Port Glasgow on 
Monday. Photograph by Paul Camillli.

Engineer criticises commission’s 
A82 rock fall prevention method 

Portree Tesco a step closer

A830 re-opens to 
two-lane traffic
THE A830 near Fort William 
will fully re-open fully to 

successful safety audit on the 
Blar Mhor roundabout.

The road had been down to 

while work was carried out.
Contractors I & H Brown did 

not have their problems to seek 
as they raced to complete the 
job – one section of tar had to be 
relaid on Monday after freezing 
temperatures prevented chips 
bonding properly to the asphalt.

PORTREE moved a step closer 
to getting a new supermarket 
this week when Tesco displayed 
the plans for its new store in the 
community centre.

Tesco and developers Oatridge 
Ltd want to build the new store 

Home Farm in the town.
Much of the local population 

is in favour of the new shop, 
citing more competition to the 

three Co-op stores on the island 
and the creation of new jobs as 

And more than 1,800 people 
have joined a Facebook group 
called ‘We want Tesco in 
Portree’.

Some local residents and 
business owners, however, have 
said they fear Tesco will have 
a detrimental effect, pulling 
customers away from other 

shops in the town. Janet Gilles, 
who runs the Facebook group, 
said: ‘People are desperate to get 
a change and get some choice. 

‘It might even bring people in. 
We’ve had people on Facebook 
from the Outer Isles saying they 
will shop in Portree if it opens.’

Highland Council has 
already given outline planning 

decision in the New Year.

Maths disruption 
for pupils
SOME Lochaber High School 
pupils have had no maths 
lessons for a number of weeks 
after one teacher left and 
another went off sick.

Highland Council said it 
hoped the vacancy would be 

expects the absent teacher to 
return in the New Year.

told The Oban Times: ‘Efforts 
to recruit for the maths vacancy 
at Lochaber High School have 
so far been unsuccessful and a 
new advert will be issued in the 
New Year. 

‘Provisions have been made 
for pupils in the meantime with 
the use of supply teachers.’



2 NEWS Thursday 20 December, 2012 -  www.obantimes.co.uk

FW

PORTREE Primary School ‘A’ 
team proved they can marshal 
an argument when they won the 
Skye and Lochalsh Rotary Club 
‘Youth Speaks’ tournament.

Chloe Urquhart, Jonathon 
Smith and Rachel Mackinnon 
spoke expertly about the issues 
associated with the variable 
instrumental tuition fees 
charged across the country.

The articulate pupils were not 
only the winners of the primary 
competition but came top of 
the overall competition, which 
featured teams from primary 
schools in Skye and Lochalsh, 
and from Portree and Plockton 
high schools.

A GROUP of local women handed over a 
cheque for £110 to Lochaber Women’s Aid  
(LWA) in Fort William last Wednesday after 
raising the cash at a home baking stall on the 
High Street.

In return, LWA presented ‘The Fabulous 

of their efforts. 
The informal ceremony took place at the 

group’s open day, which was organised as 
part of a ‘16 Days of Activism’ campaign 
to raise public awareness of LWA’s work 

and the help available to women suffering 
domestic abuse. Home baker June MacLean 
told The Oban Times: ‘We just want to raise 
funds for different charities. Our next one 
is for the neo-natal unit at Aberdeen Royal 

HIGHLAND Council has moved to allay 
parents’ concerns that Kinlochleven 
High School is being denied promised 

head teacher John McGilp’s secondment 
to Thurso High School.

Last week in The Oban Times, a 
furious parent council claimed an 
intolerable burden was being placed on 
acting head teacher Gordon Milne, who 
has to juggle his new role with teaching 
chemistry and sourcing temporary staff 
cover. 

THE RECOVERY of a burnt 
out lorry from the A82 north of 
Fort William on October 15 was 
carried out ‘professionally’, an 
investigation has found.

Transport Scotland ordered the 
probe after criticisms that the 
operation, which closed the road 
for 10 hours, could have been 
done more quickly.

In a response to Fort William 
Chamber of Commerce follow-
ing a video-link conference days 
after the incident, Transport 
minister Keith Brown accepted 
there has been ‘inconvenience 
and disruption’ but said sear-
ing heat had complicated the 
removal of wreckage.

He said: ‘It is understood that 
this closure was extended by 

amount of mess caused by the 

the Independent Performance 
Group (PAG) to review the 
recovery operation…looking 
at the reasons for the length of 
closure and the actions taken by 
all parties.

‘The report established that 
recovery began at 10.30am, how-
ever problems were encountered 
trying to remove the trailer from 
the HGV as the metal coupling 

two main delays to recovery 
therefore were caused by waiting 
for heat to diminish and separat-
ing the trailer from the wreckage 
of the HGV. 

‘PAG found that the aftermath 
of the incident, including the 
phased reopening of the A82, 
had been dealt with profession-
ally by all parties, co-ordinated 
by Northern Constabulary, al-
lowing the road to be re-opened 
at the earliest opportunity.’

Responding to the chamber’s 
concerns regarding the increase 
in cyclists on major trunk routes, 
Mr Brown said the 80-mile 
Caledonian Way cycle path from 
North Ballachulish to Inverness 
was programmed for completion 
by 2015, funding permitting.

Chamber of commerce chair-
man Don Hind said: ‘Mr Brown 
has given a comprehensive 
response to all the issues raised 
including a detailed analysis of 
the process undertaken after the 

15. Mr Brown has also agreed 
to take part in the chamber’s 
series of independence debates 
and will present his views to the 
Chamber at the Alexandra Hotel 
on Tuesday January 15.’

No cut in winter           
gritting budget
HIGHLAND Council has given 
assurances that the winter grit-
ting budget will be maintained 
despite spending constraints.

A total of £4.7million has been 
set aside but actual spending 
will be dictated by weather 
conditions.

TEC services committee 
chairman Graham Phillips 
said extra funding would be 
allocated if required to ensure 
the service is maintained 
throughout the winter. He 
said: ‘Manpower levels and 
the number of snowplough and 
gritting vehicles have remained 
the same for several years and 
there are no plans to reduce the 
service.’

He added: ‘I would like to 
extend my appreciation to 
all our staff who go out in all 
weathers and often dangerous 
conditions to keep the roads 
safe for the rest of us.’

As of Tuesday, salt stocks 
stand at 67,532 tonnes – enough 
for 73 days of average frost or 
light snow conditions, or 20 
days of extreme conditions 
requiring continual treatment.

Arrangements are in place to 
re-stock during the winter if the 
rate of use is high.

LOCHABER High School 
(LHS) pupils have formed their 
own company, Handpicked 
Hampers.

Comprising 11 S5 and S6 
girls, the new business set up 
stall at a Christmas Trade Fair 
in Inverness alongside other 
school companies from across 
the Highlands and Moray – and 
coined £321 in sales, winning 
the Mystery Shopper award.

LHS link teacher Marie 
Meldrum said: ‘The pupils have 
been working hard and have some 
fantastic products that would 

gifts for Christmas. The trade 
fairs are a great opportunity for 
people to support pupils from 

Lochaber Women’s Aid staff member Liz Fotheringham, third left, and LWA manager Julie Wileman, second right, accept the cheque 
from Sandra McConnachie, right, of ‘The Fabulous Baking Girls’. 20_f51womens01

Portree politicians of the future? ‘Youth Speaks’ winners 
Jonathon Smith, Chloe Urquhart and Rachel Mackinnon.

And further success came 
when Jonathon was also chosen 
as the best speaker from all the 
teams taking part. 

Delighted Portree head 
teacher John Finlayson told 
The Oban Times: ‘It was great 
to see young people getting the 
opportunity to take part in a 
public speaking competition.

‘What I have noticed is 
that pupils take forward their 
achievements and experiences 
into secondary school and 
beyond. 

‘It is a great grounding for 
them as public speakers.’

In total 16 schools entered the 
event. 

By STEPHEN NORRIS
snorris@obantimes.co.uk

Fears were also expressed about the 
impact of staff shortages on pupils’ 
learning – especially those studying for 
exams. 

To add to the problem, a PE teacher 
and at least one other staff member is 
leaving. 

teachers and administration support 
– now,’ mother-of-two teenagers Moira 

Hartley said last Tuesday. Another critic 
was parent council chairman Stewart 
Borland, who claimed support for Mr 
Milne and his hard-pressed team ‘has 
just not happened’.

But in a statement this week, the 
council said extra assistance was on its 
way – after the New Year break.

A spokesperson said: ‘Support for 
the school and the acting head teacher 
has included a visit from the quality 

set in the diary for January 2013. 

‘Additional support for curricular 
design has also been agreed, with the 

staff at the start of the new term.
‘In addition, the council has arranged 

for mentor support from an experienced 
head teacher who will be able to 
offer assistance on a range of issues on 
an ongoing basis. 

‘Mr Milne is also part of the secondary 
head teachers network, which met as 
recently as last week and discussed a 
number of whole school issues. This 

approach adds capacity and offers 
support to all head teachers.’

He added: ‘The local 
authority is currently working on a 
local solution to cover the shortfall in 
PE.  

‘Once this is agreed, [Mr Milne] will 
share this with parents. The chemistry 

term basis and the allocation to the 
school has been increased in order to 
make this post as attractive as possible 
to encourage candidates to apply.’

Portree primary 
trio’s winning way 
with words

Handpicked Hampers: Lochaber High School’s successful new business. 

their local schools.’ The girls’ 

Enterprise programme, runs 
like any other with a managing 
director, a marketing director 

others in supporting roles. 
The scheme encourages 

entrepreneurship in young 
people and develops sought 
after business skills. The girls 
said the initiative improves their 

well as their understanding of 
how to run a business.

Handpicked Hampers is 
supported by Highlands and 
Islands Enterprise and Highland 
Design Studio, which are acting 
as advisors.

‘Fabulous Baking Girls’ boost aid group funds

Searing heat 
complicated
lorry
recovery

Island off Mull inspires 
college art exhibition

High school pupils launch 
Handpicked Hampers

ST MARY and St Finnan Church 

Alba’s Christmas Eve Gaelic 
service Oidhche Naomh.

The ecumenical celebration 
will feature an address by Father 
James MacNeill and Rev Chris 
MacRae and prayers by Rev 
Donald MacQuarrie. 

Corpach artist 
leads workshop
CORPACH artist Felicity 
Nightingale will lead an 
‘Assemblage’ workshop in 
Kilmallie Community Centre 

Lochaber Art Club’s events of 
the New Year.

Participants will work with 
their own source materials, for 
example items found on a beach 
walk.

A TINY island off the west 
coast of Mull has inspired an art 
exhibition at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, 
the Gaelic college on Skye.

‘Inch Kenneth’ features the 
work of Anne Devine, David 
Faithfull, Mhairi Killin and 
Veronica Slater – who along with 
curator Alicia Hendrick form the 
artistic group 6ºWEST.

The artists spent a week 
together on the isle and drew on 
different inspirations, among 
them the island’s history which 
includes Saint Kenneth, who is 
said to have founded a monastery 
on the island, and the eccentric 
Mitford family who owned it 
until the late 1960s.

Mairi, who is currently visual 
artist in residence at SMO, said: 

Kyle author’s 
latest book
GAELIC poet and author Angus 
Peter Campbell, from Kyle, has 
launched his latest book, ‘An 
t-Eilean: Taking a Line for a 
Walk.’

Part travelogue, part memoir, 
the Gaelic/English book is 
themed on Angus Peter’s 
upbringing on South Uist and 
Oban and a walk through Skye.

‘Working on Inch Kenneth was 
an exceptional experience for 
6ºWEST and I think the work 

Mairi completed the RSA 
residency at Taigh Chearsabhagh 
in North Uist last year and her 
work has been exhibited widely.

Residence
In 2013, she will be the visual 

artist in residence at the Leighton 
Artists’ Colony, Banff Centre 
for the Arts, Canada, where she 
will continue working on themes 
developed during her time on 
Skye.

‘Inch Kenneth’ runs until 
January 30 in the Atrium at 
Àrainn Chaluim Chille and will 
tour to An Lanntair [Stornoway] 
in February. 

Soloist Margaret Ford from 

Angus Grant will be joined 
by youngsters from Lochaber 
Music School and Mallaig High 
School Choir. Three Lochaber 
High School Gaelic medium 
pupils – S3 pupil Ally Weir from 

S2 girl Rona Nicolson from 
Blarmachfoldach - will give 
bible readings in Gaelic.  

The Kilmallie Singers and 
members of other churches 
throughout the area will join the 
local congregation in well-known 
Gaelic Christmas Carols.

With the focus on the family 
at Christmas, the programme 
travels throughout Lochaber 
visiting young and old, joining 
Christmas celebrations and 
activities as well as highlighting 
the importance of community 
bonds. The programme will be 
broadcast at 11pm.

Highland
population 
increases
HIGHLAND’S population has 
jumped by 23,000 over the past 

2011 Census show.
Figures released by the 

National Records of Scotland 
on Monday show the region 
had 232,000 people, up from 
209,000 in 2001 and a rise of 11 
per cent.

The growth far outstrips the 

-
land’s population now stands at 
5,295,000, the highest ever.

expected, compared with the 
estimates generated annu-
ally based upon the previous 
Census. Reasons as to why 
these these differences exist 

stage, but the picture should 
become clearer as more detailed 
Census results are released 
during 2013. Highland Council 
leader Drew Hendry said: ‘The 

being very successful not only 
at sustaining its population but 
attracting people to the area.’

The Flower 

HOUSE
Flowers for all occasions...

We wish our customers 
a very Merry Christmas 
and a Healthy 2013

43 Stevenson Street, Oban,
Argyll PA34 5NA
Telephone: 01631 570966
www.obanflowerhouse.co.uk

Calum MacLeod
Building Contractor Limited

Merry Christmas 
And a Happy New Year

• Brick/Blockwork
•  Render/Roughcast 
• Stonework
• Groundworks
• General Maintanance

Phone 01631 566323
Mobile 07979805407

NEWSAGENTS
Oban Railway 

Station
Opening Hours

Mon-Sat
07.15-18.00

Amanda and Andy 
would like to wish all 

their customers a merry 
Christmas and 

a Happy New Year
Tel: 07934 

528857

THE ESPLANADE
POST OFFICE

Christmas greetings are being 
sent to our loyal customers!

Lynn, Colin and Sharon would like 
to wish all or customers a very 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

01631 562430

aaa.rescueteam@btconnect.com
www.smallpaws.co.uk

Season’s Greetings
to all our friends and supporters 

from all at Argyll Animal Aid

T. BARBOUR LTD
Railway Pier, Oban

Telephone: 01631 562849

Merry Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year to all 

our customers!

KEVIN MCINNES
FLOOR COVERINGS

Tel: 01631 565839
Mob: 07745 264403
WISHING ALL MY CUSTOMERS A 
VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

Oban 

Music

20 Argyll Square, Oban 
Tel: 01631 566304     jean@obanmusic.com

Oban Music would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all their loyal customers in 2012 and we wish 

you a Very Merry Christmas and Prosperous 2013
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Continued from page one
Glen Moriston farmer Martin 
Girvan voiced similar concerns.

‘If you want a big increase in 
community ownership does the 
government have enough money 
to bail them out if they get into 

Professor Hunter challenged 
that view. He said: ‘So far that 

there would be a question of the 
government baling them out just 
by the fact they are community 
estates, any more than the gov-
ernment would bail out a private 

Mr Hunter also pointed out total 
external funding for the 500,000 
acres of community land over 
the years, from government, HIE 
and the Lottery, totalled just £32 
million – ‘the cost of 600 yards 

Strontian man Jamie McIntyre, 
of the Woodland Crofts Partner-
ship, unfavourably compared 

– which has 920,000 individual 
forest owners.

He called for more local 
groups, not just community 
interest companies, to be able to 
purchase parcels of land.

‘To pin [community right to 
buy] on a single structure seems 
unnecessarily rigid, when there 
are other democratic bodies out 

Deadline for written submis-
sions to the Land Reform Review 
Group is January 11.

Groups
clash over 
community
land
ownership

said farewell to crew manager James 
MacCorquodale at a function at the Highland 
Getaway in the village on Friday.

Mr MacCorquodale served Highlands 
and Islands Fire and Rescue Service for 23 
years. 

Colleagues past and present from Fort 
William and Kinlochleven attended the 
event, which was organised by Kinlochleven 
watch manager Brian Spence.

Mr Spence said: ‘James was an excellent 

Group manager Pat McElhinney presented 
Mr MacCorqudale with a service plaque and 
silver mounted axe bought by Kinlochleven 

Mr McElhinney said: ‘James was 
an excellent crew manager and young 

him. He was very calm, responsible, reliable 
and a credit to his family. Being a retained 

families also.

provide this Christmas as they lose time 
with their families to help others in their 
communities, which is the most honourable 
of dedications.

A CAOL man accused of 

youngsters and threatening to 
shoot them has been found not 
guilty, despite later telling police 

to them.
David MacKay had denied 

brandishing the metre-long 
gun at the youths, shouting and 
swearing at them and threatening 
them with violence at MacMillan 
Place in the Lochaber village on 
October 30.

After a four-hour trial at 
Fort William Sheriff Court, 
Sheriff Noel McPartlin said 

case had left him in doubt.
He said: ‘I feel there are 

evidence. 

IT WAS standing room only 

Bridge, on Sunday afternoon for 

annual Christmas Concert.

the church to hear performances 
of traditional festive songs and 

Provisional   
licence holder 
denies drink 
driving
A PROVISIONAL licence 
holder has denied driving in 
Fort William while twice the 
alcohol limit.

Ewan Gourlay, of 110 
Lundavra Road, pled not 

without insurance and driving 
without supervision on Belford 
Road and North Road on 
December 16.

Appearing from custody, the 
44-year-old is also accused of 
threatening to spit in the faces 

to have Hepatitis C, at Fort 
William Police Station later the 
same day.

Sheriff Noel McPartlin 
released Gourlay on bail and 
ordered him to return for trial 
on February 11.

Family members of the 
teenagers in the public gallery 
reacted with disbelief as the 
verdict was read out.

Mr MacKay, of 19 MacMillan 
Place, admitted he had shouted 
and sworn at the children, but 
said the only threat of violence 

However, the 30-year-old 
construction student, who enjoys 
hunting rabbits with his father, 
did admit to telling police later 

One of the teenagers, Arran 
Watson, told the court the 
incident occurred after his 
friends threw a can and a plastic 

The 16-year-old said Mr 

abuse at the youngsters through 
the living room window before 
David MacKay appeared at the 

Mr Watson said: ‘He was 
holding it across his chest, then 
he moved it round and pointed it 

A 13-year-old girl who was 
with Mr Watson said Mr 

window before moving to get 

‘David went to the door with a 

The girl also claimed Mr 

sight and said she saw Sandy 
MacKay holding a handgun, 

evidence.

Pat McElhinney, right, with James MacCorquodale, wife Gail and Highlands and Islands Fire and Rescue colleagues at the 
presentation. 

By RICHARD HADDOCK

Gun accused 
walks free 
from court

Lochaber Music School string orchestra delighted the audience at the show on Sunday afternoon. 20_f51roy01

to join in with carol singing. The 
LMS youngsters showed their 
range with a variety of perform-

-
sion of Must The Winter Come 
So Soon.

Francesca Rose entertained with 

performance of Joy to the World 
proved a popular highlight.

Lochabair – fresh from winning 
gold at the Mod – rounded off the 

show with renditions of Iesum 

Choirill. LMS director Peter 
Rose said: ‘These instruments 

do it so well. We are very proud 

Standing room only for music school concertYoung golfer selected for top tuition

Disbelief as man is cleared of 
pointing weapon at youngsters

Support exists for 
new ferry link

Charity helps 
trio into new 
Fort homes

A BANAVIE Primary 7 pupil has been accepted for top-class golf 
tuition at Nairn Dunbar Golf Course.

Scott Lawrie, aged 11, was informed by the Scottish Golf Union 
North District he was one of eight young golfers selected to 

Torrance. Scott caught the eye at a recent Newtonmore Golf Club 
junior open – where he came second. Scott is a member of Fort 

A LOCHBOISDALE to Mallaig 
ferry would gain huge popular 
support if it were introduced on 
a trial basis next year, research 

The Scotinform survey found 
89 per cent of respondents 

service, while 84 per cent said 

research as it views the service 
-

eration strategy.
Mallaig Harbour Manager 

Robert MacMillan described the 

Communities in Lochaber 
and South Uist have long cam-

other routes. He told The Oban 
Times
a strong case for the service. 
Mallaig Harbour Authority and 
Mallaig Community Council are 
standing by their support for the 
introduction of the ferry.

‘We would welcome it on a 
trial basis. Doing the trial would 
provide the economic argument 

service re-introduced as soon as 

He added: ‘We have long 

championed this. The Mallaig 
road has been upgraded – every-

According to HRTF chairman 
and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
leader Angus Campbell, the 
results proved ‘overwhelming 

venture.
He said: ‘Equally importantly, 

it shows clear prospects for 
economic renewal for the local 
economy if the service is intro-

survey available to Transport 
Scotland and would hope to meet 
the Scottish Government soon to 

‘In the meantime, I would 
re-iterate the recent call by 
HRTF to Transport Scotland to 
ensure that the up-coming fer-
ries review is clear in regard to 
future prospects for a Lochbois-
dale-Mallaig ferry and that the 
Scottish Government announces 
a trial in 2013 at the very earliest 

HRTF is an alliance of com-
munity and business groups, 
local politicians, the comhairle 
and agencies committed to the 
development of the Outer Hebri-
des. South-Uist-based ‘Missing 

was set up in February, is also 

THREE adults who have com-
munication support needs are 
being supported to live in new 
homes in Fort William with the 
help of charity Sense Scotland. 

Funded by Highland Coun-
cil, the specially renovated, 
individual homes will mean the 
tenants can lead more independ-
ent lives in the heart of the local 
community. 

Fiona Johnston, locality man-

and Fort William, said: ‘Sense 
Scotland, Highland Health and 

the tenants, their families and 
carers to ensure the transition to 
their new homes ran smoothly 
and involved them in every 

Sense Scotland had already 
been supporting one of the ten-
ants, Katie, in her own home in 

years.

JAMIE
MCGRIGOR

Highlands & 
Islands MSP

Contact Jamie at 
his Regional Office: 

61 Chalmers St, 
Ardrishaig, PA30 8DX. 
Tel: 01546 606586.

or e-mail:
Email: jamie.mcgrigor.msp@

scottish.parliament.uk

Manor House Hotel
& Restaurant

For a special present at Christmas give a 
Manor House Gift Voucher 

Overlooking the harbour 
 Gallanach Road • Oban • 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com
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We would like to thank their 
customer for 2012 and wish 
them a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.

Depots: Oban, Fort William, Lochgilphead, Dunoon, Isle of Mull
Contact: Argyll Resources Group, Torran Gorm Industrial Estate, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4PL

West Coast Loos
Quality portable toilets for 

construction & events
Tel: 01631 566370

Oban Skip 
& Crane Hire

Tel: 01631 566370

West Highland Gas Limited
Sales & Service of LPG gas for heating, cooking and even 

ridding outdoor areas from the scourge of the midge.

Tel: 01631 564050
Email: info@westhighlandgas.co.uk

Commercial 
Recycling

For all your recycling needs
Tel: 01631 566370

Ailt-á-Mhuillin, BALLACHULISH, Argyll, PH49 4LB
Tel: 01855 811641  Fax: 01855 811013

Mobiles: 07970 824252 or 07970 824506
E-Mail: ks.refrigeration@btopenworld.com

Wishing all our customers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Heat Pump Installations

On Call 24/7

All the staff at Highland Blindcraft
would like to wish their customers a very 

Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year.
The best way to stay healthy is with a good nights sleep!

Highland Blindcraft
39 Ardconnel Street, Inverness

Tel: 01463 233662
JANUARY SALE STARTS

27TH DECEMBER

& Bliadhna Mhath Ùr

bho Shabhal Mòr Ostaig

Nollaig Chridheil

Old school 
may become 
new homes
Council leader confirms talks 
with housing association 

A YOUNG driver who allegedly 
raced through Taynuilt at more 
than twice the speed limit has 
been reported to the procurator 

who charged him with driving at 

The man was also charged with 
driving a motor vehicle without 

without a valid licence, driving 

stop when instructed to do so by 

Driver caught at 
more than twice 
30mph limit in 
Taynuilt

A83 report says 
cheapest is best

-
bling town centre school build-
ing in Oban into social housing, 

Argyll and Bute Council’s lead-

that the authority is in discus-
sions with Argyll Community 
Housing Association (ACHA) 

The Oban Times learned plans 

He said: ‘We are currently in 
discussions with ACHA and 

as the council continues to have 
talks with Historic Scotland to 
de-list the Grade B protected 
building, with private enterprise 
not interested in meeting the 

Car park
However, local retailers say 

the site could be better used as a 
large-scale, multi-storey car park 

One retailer said: ‘It would be 

have the Tesco car park but there 

‘To put more and more hous-

The newly elected chairman 

expressed his hope the local 
authority would discuss the 

would be to seek clarity with 
the council as to its intentions 
and to interact with the business 

Meanwhile, the council’s 
building standards team have 

A spokeswoman said: ‘It is se-
cure against entry, the buildings 
externally are showing no signs 

The buildings are not consid-

in 1894 and was used as a school 
-

meant pupils were moved to the 

since, but has recently been 

community councillor to quiz 

Kilchrenan Community Coun-

that the UK and the EU were 
misleading the public over the 

Representing her community 
council, she told the UN’s Eco-

Compliance Committee that no-
one had been able to prove the 

on government and developers 

The 69-year-old said: ‘When it 
was discovered there was a route 
by which ordinary people could 
go and hold them to account 
it seemed absolutely the right 

Argyll woman 
takes wind farm 
views to EU chiefs

Festive deadlines
PLEASE note that our deadlines 

A REPORT on possible solu-

has recommended the cheapest 

deal with ongoing landslides at 

It has recommended the Scot-
tish Government pursue its ‘Red 

better drainage on the road and 
increased vegetation; the latter 

would mean landslides would 
have a ‘negligible’ impact on  
the road, but only two were 

A ‘Green Corridor’ would 
cost between £27-91million and 
would see a new 4km road on 

The cheaper option could be 

The ‘Yellow Corridor’ would 

road running parallel to the Old 
Military Road, which would cost 

Transport minister Keith 
Brown said: ‘I now look to the 

NEWSDESK 
01397 703003

FW

Wishing all our 
customers a 
Merry Christmas 
and a Happy 
New Year

The festive lights of Oban’s Station Square shine through the seasonally dark and frosty evenings as the town prepares 
for Christmas and Hogmanay celebrations. Photo: Dennis Hardley Photography
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Wishing all our 
customers a very 
Merry Christmas 
and all the best in 

the New Year

Roni’s 
Chainsaw Art

Campbell’s Dairies
D.J. Campbell & Son

Achnashelloch Farm, Lochgilphead
and The Dairy, Mossfield Drive, Oban

Retailers of milk, dairy produce, potatoes and eggs

Douglas, Jean, Stewart, Yvonne 
and all the team wish their customers 

throughout Argyll & the Islands a 
Very Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year

Tel: 01546 605273

Tel: 01631 563684
Email: carpetservoban@btconnect.com

Wishing all our 
customers a merry 

Christmas and a 
happy New Year

Carpet Services
OBAN

Donald Files 
PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEER

would like to wish all his customers a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

Telephone 01631 565043

Mobile 077327 32447

Mary-Jean Devon
would like to take 
this opportunity to 
wish all her family 

and friends 
a Happy Christmas 
and a healthy and 
peaceful New Year 

in 2013.Croft Road | Oban | Argyll | PA34 5JL 
Tel: 01631 567491   www.firststepsoban.co.uk

To all our families and friends, 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year

Paparazzi and all it’s staff 
would like to Thank 

everybody for a fantastic 
year and wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy and Safe New year!

Open until 2am during 
Christmas and New Year. 

Don’t miss our 
Hogmanay Party!
Open until 3am - Free entry!

 Got a function? 
Free function room available 
- call for details 07770 931967

Breadalbane Street, Oban

A McPhee Haulage
Shore Road, Connel, Oban Tel: 07836 538718

Suppliers of quarry products and site clearances.
ALASTAIR WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL HIS CUSTOMERS

A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A GOOD NEW YEAR

POLICE have arrested a man 
accused of stealing a pensioner’s 
purse in Benderloch.

The alleged theft took place 
at 9.20am last Thursday when 
the 36-year-old man is said to 
have removed the purse from a 
bus after it was left behind by a 
71-year-old woman. 

A MAN who almost caused a 
head-on collision with a police 
car has been charged with care-
less driving.

The 53-year-old was driving 
near Tyndrum last Wednesday 
afternoon and allegedly drove 
on the wrong side of the car-
riageway into the path of a police 
vehicle.

SCOTTISH rail staff are to strike 
on Christmas Eve after workers 
voted in favour of carrying out 
industrial action.

there would be 24 hour action 
on December 22 and 24 over the 
‘victimisation and dismissal of a 
member’ of Scotrail staff.

Bob Crow, RMT general 
secretary, said: ‘RMT members 
will not sit back and watch while 
their colleagues are picked off in 
this fashion by a management 

without a single shred of evi-
dence to support their case and 
that is why RMT had no choice 
but to announce this programme 
of action.’

ALL STAFF at Clyde Coast-
guard have left the building after 
operations were handed over to 
other stations last month.

Most staff had moved out of 
Clyde by November 20 but a 
small contingent remained to 
provide back up for Belfast and 
Stornoway – that safety net was 
removed on Tuesday.

The move came as a blow to 
campaigners who say the closure 
‘will affect the safety of people 
on the west coast of Scotland’.

Clyde Maritime Rescue and 
Co-ordination Centre (MRCC 
Clyde) at Greenock covered 
an extensive operational area 
including Argyll and Bute’s 
coastline.

on December 31.

TWO OBAN-based groups have 
shared part of a £100,000 grant 
thanks to one of the town’s tyre 
companies.

Kerrie’s Tyre Service 
nominated the Ryan MacPhail 
Memorial Fund and the First 
Steps Nursery to receive a dona-
tion from international supplier 
Kumho Tyres, through its Cash 
for Causes campaign.

The Ryan MacPhail Memo-
rial Fund, which donates to local 
causes, received £350 and First 
Steps Nursery was granted £150 
to spend on play equipment.

Oban groups share 
tyre company cash

Driver charged 
after near miss 
with police car

Train strike on 
Christmas Eve

Doors close at 
Clyde Coastguard

Benderloch purse 
lifted from bus

A DISPUTE over the sacking 
of Argyll and Bute Council’s 
former communications man-
ager is to go to an employment 
tribunal after an appeal was 
rejected.

Appeal

councillors met at Kilmory last 

week to consider the appeal by 
Jo Smith, who was dismissed in 
August despite being cleared of 
false allegations she used social 
network websites to ‘spy’ on 
council critics.

She was instead dismissed on 
a charge of bringing the council 
into disrepute for using the 

word ‘spy’ in a presentation last 
September.

The hearing was the third and 

via the authority. Considering 
the case was Conservative 
councillor David Kinniburgh, 
Gordon Blair and Sandy Taylor 
of the SNP, Liberal  Democrat 

Rory Colville and independent 
councillor James McQueen. 

However, after a four and a 
half hour meeting, the panel 
decided to uphold the council’s 
decision to dismiss Ms Smith. 

Ms Smith said she was 
unable to comment, but Paul 
Holleran, Scottish organiser of 

the National Union for Journal-
ists (NUJ), said: ‘The NUJ is 
very surprised and of course 
disappointed by Argyll and 
Bute Council’s decision and 
continues to support Jo Smith’s 
challenge against her dismissal. 

‘We believe Jo was unfairly 
dismissed and have lodged a 

claim at the Employment Tribu-
nal Service on her behalf.’ 

A spokesperson for Argyll 
and Bute Council told The 
Oban Times: ‘It would not be 
appropriate for the council to 
comment.’

The tribunal is likely to be 
heard early next year.  

Argyll and Bute Council ‘spygate’ on course for employment tribunal

Drivers on Oban’s one-way Tweeddale Street were forced back against the flow of traffic on Monday 
after a huge jet of water burst from the mains under the road.  Scottish Water was already repairing 
the main underneath the road when a powerful jet of water shot upwards from the pipe. Witnesses 

say the jet of water went higher than the roof of the nearby three-story Woodside Hotel. Scottish 
Water staff quickly brought the burst under control, before reinstating the road on Tuesday.

Oban water spout closes road

A FISH farm developer has been 
accused of being ‘extremely eco-
nomical with the truth’ over its 
consultation exercise for a large 
development on Loch Etive. 

Scottish company Dawnfresh 
recently lodged a planning appli-
cation to establish a £2.5million, 
14-pen rainbow trout farm on the 
loch, which would stretch south-
east from Airds Point to parallel 
with the Muckairn Castle jetty.  
‘Full community consultation’ 

Reacting to concerns from 
the community the farm would 
damage one of Scotland’s 
most stunning natural beauty 

manager, Gideon Pringle, said 
none of the concerns were raised 
during ‘thorough, full and wide 
community consultation, includ-
ing two open days’.

Ardchattan, Connel and 
Taynuilt community councils 

Loch Etive 

have criticised Dawnfresh’s 
position, criticising in particular 
the decision to hold the Taynuilt 
public meeting at the Brander 
Lodge Hotel – nearly three miles 
from the village.

In a joint letter to The Oban 
Times, signed by Connel Com-
munity Council secretary Les 
Stewart, the community councils 

said: ‘Dawnfresh held two ‘pub-
lic consultations’ on their ideas 

One was at Brander Lodge, on 
May 1, 2012 from 9am to 1pm; 
the other was at North Connel 
Village Hall on the same day, 
from 2pm till 8pm. 

‘If Dawnfresh thought holding 
a consultation at Brander Lodge 
constituted an ‘open day’ for 
Taynuilt, they are being disin-
genuous to say the least. 

‘Mr Pringle goes on to say that 
‘no concerns have been made to 
Dawnfresh’. This is untrue.’

-
nity councillors had ‘made clear’ 
to the company their concerns 
over noise, visual intrusion and 
potential pollution.

He added: ‘This company is 
being extremely economical 
with the truth to satisfy their 
commercial interests.’

Mr Pringle has accused the 
community councillors of hav-
ing a ‘change of heart’ adding 
the Brander Lodge Hotel was a 
‘suitable venue’.

‘There’s been a very, very 
large change of heart,’ he said. 
‘Until this kicked off last week, 
we only had one person, Keith 
Macmillan, say he wasn’t happy 
with it.

‘We have done everything 
very correctly. We could have 
held consultations in Oban, but 
that’s not at all how we choose 
to work.’

Mr Pringle said fewer than 20 
homes in Taynuilt were directly 
contacted about the proposal 
for the farm and was unable 
to say how many in total were 
contacted.  

He added: ‘Etive has been a 
working loch for some time.  
The site this is going on was 
originally the site for the very 

-
land.  Until recently, it was the 
site of a mussel farm.  

‘It is an emotive subject, but 
this is about a Scottish business 
trying to grow. The reason for 
this proposal is to have a site 
that’s competitive in the global 
market.’

Representations on the appli-
cation must be with Argyll and 
Bute Council by December 27.

This company is 
being extremely 
economical with 
the truth.
Les Stewart, 
chairman Connel 
Community 
Council

MOTORISTS speeding through 
roadworks on the A82 near 
Bridge of Orchy will cause a 
death unless they heed warning 
signs, according to the local 

PC Iain Young is based at 
Dalmally Police Station but his 
beat includes Bridge of Orchy, 
where Morrison Construction 
is currently working to replace 
Allt Chonoglais Bridge on the 
outskirts of the village.

Flouting speed limits 
Workers have complained to 

police about the behaviour of 

temporary 30mph speed limit 
and driving in the middle of the 
road.

PC Young said: ‘There are 
ample warnings of the road-
works and the 30mph speed 
limit, starting around two miles 
before the entrance to Bridge of 

sign. 
‘But a lot of vehicles skid to a 

halt when they realise there are 
workers trying to cross the road 

or are driving their JCBs near 
the bridge.

‘Not only are motorists speed-
ing, but some are driving in the 
middle of the carriageway. If 
they don’t slow down, someone 
is going to be killed.’

On Monday PC Young and a 
colleague conducted a speed 
trap on the south side of the 
bridge and in just four hours 
caught 25 people travelling at 
least 10mph above the speed 
limit.

Among those stopped were 
two drivers travelling at double 
the 30mph speed limit, who 
have been charged with danger-
ous driving. 

Another four have been 

for speeding.
Oban police will now provide 

a regular presence on the ap-
proach to the site in a bid to curb 
incidences of speeding near to 
the work site.

The work at Allt Chonoglais 
Bridge is scheduled to be com-
plete by August 2013.

A fatality just waiting to 
happen at Bridge of Orchy 
roadworks say local police

OBAN’S most senior police of-

unusually high levels of public 
disorder during the festive sea-
son so far.

Chief inspector Brian Auld 
said he will increase patrols in 
the town centre during weekend 
party nights following a ‘disap-
pointing’ number of incidents 
last weekend.

Nine men were arrested over 
last weekend – the busiest 
weekend of party nights so far 
this winter – and there were 
further reports of disobedience 
that remain undetected.

In one incident, at 1.30am 
on Saturday, four men aged 
between 19 and 24 were arrested 

Hours earlier a 22-year-old man 
had been arrested for conducting 
himself in a disorderly manner 
in Stevenson Street.

At 12.30am on Sunday a 27-
year-old man was arrested for 
threatening violence towards 
another man and at 3.20am that 
day a 21 year old was arrested 
for disorder offences. 

Chief inspector Auld said the 
number of incidents of disorderly 
behaviour had been higher than 
in previous years.

He added: ‘People need to 
know their own capabilities for 
the consumption of alcohol and 
it is disappointing that these 
incidents have ruined nights out 
for others.

‘Acts of violence will not 
be tolerated and there will be 
increased patrols over the next 
few weeks.’

Police warn 
festive
revellers

to drive he put his car 20 yards 
off the road and through a fence 
near Taynuilt could be placed on 
a drug testing order.

Derek Darrah, 35, of 8 Lorn 
Avenue, Oban, admitted the 
charge when he appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

Darrah also admitted being in 
the curtilage of a house in Cor-
ran Brae, Oban with intent to 
commit theft on November 15.

Darrah, who had been in 
custody since November 16, was 
sentenced to 60 days in prison, 
backdated to when he was taken 
into custody. 

Sentence was deferred on the 
driving matter.

Oban man jailed 
for 60 days

threatening to kill them and 
making abusive phone calls 
resulted in one Oban man nar-
rowly escaping jail last week.

James Hendry, 31, of room 
one, Willowdene Guest House, 
Glencruitten Road, Oban was 
ordered to carry out 200 hours 
of unpaid work within 18 
months when he appeared at 
Oban Sheriff Court last week.

Hendry was also in court for 
making threatening phone calls 
on June 21, the court heard 

he had threatened to ‘get’ his 
victim with a shovel.

Sentencing on Hendry had 
been deferred for the prepara-
tion of social work reports, he 
will now be supervised for a 
period of two years.

Sheriff John Herald said: 
‘With considerable hesitation 
I’m putting you on a community 
payback order but it’s going to 
be a thumper. If you breach it 
no matter who is sitting at this 
bench you will go to prison for 
a long time.’

Oban man narrowly 
escapes jail sentence

A GARDEN where people can 

longer with us is to be created at 
the new hospital on the Isle of 
Mull.

5,000 daffodils
A Field of Hope, in aid of Marie 

Curie Cancer Care, is to be es-
tablished at the new community 
hospital in Craignure with 5,000 
daffodil bulbs donated by West 
Highland Housing Association 
(WHHA).

Locals are now being asked to 
sponsor a bulb, available at £1 
each, to raise money for  Marie 
Curie Cancer Care nurses across 
the island.

Lesley McInnes, chief execu-
tive of WHHA, said: ‘WHHA 
make contributions to good local 
causes.

‘Planting at Mull PCC is part 
of this work and we are delighted 
to be able to donate the bulbs.’

There is also a new fundraising 
group for Marie Curie Cancer 

Care being set up on Mull. 
Anyone wishing to join the 
group or sponsor a bulb should 
either contact or send a cheque 
or postal order to the following 
address.

Vonnie Carson, community 
fundraising co-ordinator, Marie 
Curie Cancer Care, The Design 

Inverness, IV1 1SG. Or phone 
01463 238328.

Oban woman on 
assault charges
A YOUNG Oban woman is to 
stand trial accused of an assault 
which resulted in another female  
being kicked on the head, 
stamped on and bitten. Claire 
Morrison, 23, of 7e Miller Road, 
Oban denies the charge and will 
face trial at Oban Sheriff Court 
on February 20. She will appear 
again on February 5.
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Argyll Publishing, Glendaruel, Argyll PA22 3AE Scotland
tel 01369 820229

www.argyllpublishing.co.uk

Wishes all their customers a merry 
Christmas and a happy new year

Office 1, 7E Glengallan Road, Oban
01631 564955

Plumbing, Heating 
and Electrical 

Engineers

Jim and Stephen would like 
to thank their customers 
for their support in 2012 

and wish them 
a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.

Wishing all our customers & suppliers a very 
Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year

Craignure
Isle of Mull
PA65 6AY
01680 812475
01680 812393
info@tslcontractors.co.uk

and General Building Works

1st Choice
Slating

Tiling

Chimney Work
Roughcasting

Leadwork

Cement Work

Flat Roofs Repaired 
or Replaced 

General Building 
Repairs and 
Maintenance

Insurance Work 
and Storm Damage

Guttering Repaired 
or Replaced

Velux Windows 
Supplied
and Fitted

Moss Removal on 
Roof and Garages

Wishing all our readers a very merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year

www.obantimes.co.uk

Donald Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
We wish all our clients a Merry 

Christmas and all the best for 2013
Enquiries welcomed from: 

LEWIS; HARRIS; THE UISTS; SKYE 
AND THE WEST HIGHLANDS

Tel: 01478 612942

Jamie would like to wish all his 
customers a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.

Thank you for all your 
support in 2012

jamie@obanjoiner.co.uk
07917810236

Lorn Lines
PUPILS from Oban High School have been visit-
ing vineyards and tasting local specialities on an 
exchange trip to France.

Two teachers accompanied 11 senior pupils for 
a week-long trip to Lons-le-Saunier in France as 
part of an exchange programme that has been 

made their way through the mountain scenery 
to the town of Lons-le-Saunier where their hosts 
awaited them in the Lycée Jean-Michel.

During the week the group took part in many 
different cultural activities and had the opportu-
nity to hear and speak a great deal of French.  

They said ‘some of the highlights included 
visiting Dijon where they tasted local specialities 
and visiting local vineyards’.

Helen Hope, principal teacher of languages, 
said: ‘Thanks go to the pupils and their families 
for their participation. 

‘Also we would like to thank the various 
organisations and people from Oban who have 
sponsored our trip and enabled our pupils to have 
such a worthwhile experience and to make long-
lasting friendships.’

The group also worked with French students 
to produce eight sketches which were performed 

on the last day there. Pupils stayed with French 
families and were a ‘real credit’ to their own 
families and to Oban High School.

A similar sized group will now travel to Oban 
from France in March to be hosted by families 
and the school here.

MEMBERS and friends of Oban Speakers Club enjoyed an excellent annual dinner, held this year 
in Coast. 

After an enjoyable meal, served by friendly and helpful staff, they then enjoyed an interesting and 
enthralling speech by Graham MacQueen.

This was followed a fortnight later by their regular meeting when chairman Tom Clegg introduced 

Roy Wood on ‘Freak Weather’. Their immediate critics were Jim Fraser, Donnie Graham and Tom 
Clegg.

In the second half, topics chairman Willie Melville made sure most of these members worked 
for their supper by giving topics to Guido Faccenda, Roy Wood, Bill Leech, Jim Fraser and Archie 
McPhail.

Timekeeper for the evening was Frank Walton and the general evaluator was Eamonn Arthur. 
Meetings will resume after the festive season on January 10.

Air cadets from Oban have been receiving special awards to mark their hard work and volun-
teering efforts. Cadets from 2521 (Oban High School) Squadron received their Saltire Awards 

certificates from councillor Maurice Cory, the armed forces and veterans champion (right), in the 
presence of Wing Commander Brian Munro, the officer commander for the Highland wing of the 

Air Training Corps. The Saltire Awards is a programme endorsed by the Scottish Government 
and run locally by Argyll Voluntary Action. It is designed to recognise the achievements of 

young people who take part in volunteering. If you are interested in gaining an award contact 
Argyll Voluntary Action at 21 High Street or visit www.saltireawards.org.uk. 

NAKITA Harley and Andrew McFarlane, both 

annual badge day fundraiser in Oban recently.
The event helps to raise money for the 

to enhance the quality of life for serving and 

they are in need. 
Safety

As well as raising spirits by exchanging 
donations for badges declaring support for the 

their mind this Christmas. 

to prevent accidents are available by phoning 
0800 0731 999 or by sending a text to 61611.

Pictured with Nakita and Andrew are, from left, 
Ian Murphy, Matthew Huggets, David Roberts, 

crew commander Davy Wood and crew 
commander John Sweeney. 16_t50fire1

SCOUTS from Oban have been tidying up 
around the town as part of their community 
challenge award.

The 1st Argyll (Lorn) Scouts have been getting 
their litter pickers out and cleaning up areas they 

With equipment supplied by the GRAB Trust, 
the youngsters helped tidy the shortcut from 
Tesco car park to the top of High Street and 

Dunollie woods. The shortcut area, although 
small, produced 14 full black bags of rubbish and 
the Dunollie woods produced eight. 

The Scouts said the type of rubbish collected 
showed them the drinking in public areas law in 
Oban is not working. 

The challenge was to help the group work 
towards the Chief Scout’s Gold Award, which 
one Scout has now achieved.

THIS stunning photograph of the sun 
setting over the Isle of Gigha will be seen 
by people around the world after winning 
a competition.

Emma Byers, of Tayinloan, won The 
Scottish Salmon Company’s (SSC) 
annual photography competition with her 
snap taken when returning home from 
Gigha.

The competition, which is open to SSC 

staff and their families, saw Camilla 
MacDonald win second prize for her 
picture of Loch Na Keel, Mull, and Peter 
Cassels, an IT systems support analyst, 
come third with an image of Loch Fyne.

Emma, a production and sales 
planner, will now see her photo used on 
promotional literature and on the SSC 
website which is seen by customers and 
buyers around the world.

She said: ‘I don’t take a lot of photos 
and have never entered the competition 
before, so this was a very lucky shot. 

‘We were coming home by boat after 
a day with my brother-in-law and his 
children who live on Gigha and it was 
such a perfect sunset I’m glad I got the 
picture.’

Rosanna Pile, of SSC, added: ‘Every 
year we get some fantastic entries and 

this year the standard was especially 
high. We work in some stunning settings 
and the task is to produce a picture that 
connects them to the place where they 
live and work. 

‘This year’s winner, Emma Byers, took 
a shot of an amazing sunset and it was 
chosen because of the way it captures 

sea.’

Stunning Gigha sunset wins company photo competition

MORE than £1.5 million has 
been awarded to projects up and 
down the west coast which will 
help regenerate communities.

The Coastal Communities 
Fund is a scheme which will see 
millions of pounds handed out 
around the country from Crown 
Estate revenues. 

announced by chief secretary 
to the treasury the Right 
Honourable Danny Alexander.

These include £283,341 to 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
towards the redevelopment of 
Ardveenish Harbour in Barra 
and £270,925 to Isle of Gigha 
Heritage Trust to redevelop the 
old harbour. 

Comhairle leader Angus 
Campbell said: ‘This is very 
welcome news. The Comhairle 
recognised the importance of a 
safe, secure harbour at Ardveenish 
and the development of harbour 

infrastructure in the area was 
agreed by the Comhairle in 2009 

employment and develop other 
important economic activity in a 
fragile island area.’

Argyll and Bute Council has 

£369,199 for new water sports 
and apprenticeships schemes 
and Skye Sailing Club was 
given £358,708 to renovate the 
boat house in Portree, create 
jobs, tourism and provide 
training opportunities for local 
industries.

Development of the Kintyre 
Way has also been made a 
priority with £240,000 awarded 
to The Long and Winding Way 
Company Limited.

Argyll and Bute MP Alan 
Reid said: ‘I congratulate 
these local groups on their 
successful bids. These awards 
will help important projects.

the Crown Estate are now being 
returned to coastal communities 
instead of ending up in the 
coffers at Westminster and 
Holyrood.’

Lochaber Fisheries Trust was 
given £75, 882 to ensure the 
long-term viability of historic 

facilities. Announcing a further 
£4 million to be available to 
Scottish projects for the next 
round of funding in the new 
year, Danny Alexander said: 
‘From Skye to Cumbrae, 
communities across Scotland 

£4 million investment. Growing 
up on Colonsay, I know both the 
opportunities and the challenges 
coastal communities face. 
This funding can make a real 
difference to the winning areas 
and help them become more 
economically sustainable.’

West coast 
projects gain 
over £1.5 million
Barra harbour plan awarded £283,341

A FORMER Oban High School 
pupil had his culinary skills rec-
ognised at a prestigious awards 
ceremony in Glasgow.

Scott Smith, 23, took the run-
ner-up spot in the young chef of 
the year category at the Glasgow 
Restaurant Awards.

Scott is a sous chef at Cail 
Bruich on Great Western Road. 
He worked at the Manor House 
Hotel in Oban before moving to 
Glasgow to advance his career.

He said: ‘It was my boss that 
put me up for the award. I didn’t 
know about it until after I was 
put forward so I had to get my 
head down. It was nice of them 
to think I could have done it.

‘I am happy with runner up 
though, it was a good night. I 
don’t blame them, the girl that 
won is really talented. She nailed 
her dishes on the day.’

He added: ‘I used to work at the 
Manor House in Oban but there 
was no scope to go any further. 

‘Everyone had been there for 
years so I decided to head to the 
city and try my luck getting a job 

with one of the bigger restau-
rants – I’m glad I did. I’ve been 
at Cail Bruich for three years. 
I’m currently the sous chef and 
the restaurant has recently been 
awarded its second AA Rosette 
and had a visit from a Michelin 
inspector too. Very exciting 
times for the place.’

Scott has worked in Glasgow’s 
Cail Bruich for three years.

Oban’s Scott pipped at post for 
Glasgow’s young chef award

Barra landing strip defends ‘best’ title
BARRA’S world-famous beach landing strip will this month defend 
its title as the best landing strip in the world in a public vote.

Air charter company Private Fly has compiled a list of more than 
30 unusual airport approaches which includes runways on mountain 
slopes, tropical islands and major cities.   Barra faces strong com-
petition from Amsterdam Schiphol, Bermuda, Hong Kong, Cape 
Town and Rio de Janeiro. You can vote for Barra, at: http://www.

mcphersons foods

Tel: 01631 564700
Mill Lane, 

Lochavullin, Oban 
Argyll PA34 4PL

Wilma and staff 
would like to thank 
their customers for 
their support in 2012 
and look forward to 
se0eing them in 2013.

BLACK OF DUNOON 
(BAKERS) LTD

113 George Street Dunoon 
Argyll PA23 8BS

Merry Christmas to 
all customers and a 

prosperous New Year 
Tel: (01369) 702311

Thank you to everyone who joined in the Winter 
Festival events. Without local support and 

volunteers it wouldn’t have been the success 
it was. Merry Christmas and see you next year 

22nd Nov – 1st Dec 2013.
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LOTTERY

Achintore are still top dogs

FOOTBALL

SKIING

Fort William skier 
gears up for 
the new season

Jackpot rollover

FORT William will welcome 
some familiar faces to Claggan 
Park this Saturday when they 
take on Clachnacuddin in the 

signed for Clach after return-
ing from a spell in Australian 

Forward Sam Urquhart, mid-

-
lon feels the Fort connection will 

think it will mean something to 

IT’S AS you were at the top of 

league after the top two sides 

Leaders Achintore FC thrashed 

Third-placed Goon Squad 

this weekend’s Fort William 
 after 

no one won the cash prize last 

Competitors line up before the start of the Spean Bridge race on Sunday.

Artemis Macaulay 
Cup drawn live        
on Oban FM

SHINTY

Macaulay Cup took place last 

Glasgow Mid Argyll

Athletic

-

time and the two Ellis’ for a long 

Most of the players don’t really 

will need to play really well to 

Impressed

They impressed me last season 

Clach sit fourth in the Highland 
League with games in hand on 

County was cancelled last week 
due to the weather, meaning 

Meanwhile, Fort keeper Jay 

the rest of the season due to 

he was hopeful he could seal a 
deal for a replacement this week, 

He made some mistakes, like we 
-

Fort welcome 
familiar faces
to Claggan
‘I think it will mean something 
to the players, but I’m looking
at it as just another game’

FORT WILLIAM alpine skier 
Lachlan Veitch is preparing 
to get his skiing season to 

Slalom Champion is currently 

category this season will mean 
increased competition for spots 

-

Scotland Local Heroes scheme, 

I feel like I’m getting used to 

for the Topolino Ski Trophy in 

championship for his age group, 
the competition is seen as a 

– though Lachlan admits he is 
-

ing against an international 

Bank of Scotland Local 
Heroes, in partnership with 

of Scotland’s most talented 

Chris chosen to fight for Scotland

-
ers put in as many laps of a course at Spean Bridge 

Ben Miller was one of four riders to complete 

place in the ladies race and an early lead in the 

and Colleen Foggo for helping to organise a great 

-

CYCLING

West Highland Wheelers get 

Weather
Thursday Lighr rain
 Winds light, easterly
 Temperatures 4C to 5ºC

Friday Cloudy
 Winds light, south easterly
 Temperatures 4ºC to 5ºC.

Weekend Light rain
Outlook Winds east south easterly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 5ºC.

Ferry Crossings/Sea States
Oban to Barra/South Uist   Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree  Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay  Moderate

Tides

Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Ardrishaig   -5.35
Campbeltown   -5.30
Crinan   -0.47
Islay Port Ellen    2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30
Mallaig +0.25

Tide tables for Oban during the week from
Thursday, December 20, 2012
are listed below with differences for major ports listed
beneath.
All times are GMT (add one hour BST)
Date   am    pm
Thur  04.42 1.4 10.47 3.3 17.20      1.7        22.56     3.0  
Fri  05.41 1.6 12.07 3.2 18.20      1.8        **.**        *.*
Sat  00.23 2.9 06.49 1.7 13.36      3.1        19.25      1.9
Sun  01.45 3.0 08.11 1.8 14.39      3.2        20.30     1.8
Mon  02.43 3.1 09.23 1.7 15.25 3.3         21.24     1.7
Tues  03.30 3.3 10.17 1.7 16.04 3.5 22.09     1.5
Wed  04.12 3.5 10.59 1.6 16.41 3.6 22.49      1.4
 Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

5

6

FRIDAY

The Oban Times weather is 
brought to you in association with

6

league season with a trophy 

John Grant was named as 

last year’s winner and peren-

champion trophy, with Grant 

AFTER two weeks of play in 

are the early leaders with eight 

second, also on eight points, 
while Council are third with 

The top scratch and handicap 
game of the week went to Ron 

Tony Whitelocke of Alleycats 

Chris Bradley has been training hard ahead of his Scotland international bout.  20_f51boxing01

BOXING

Champions: (from left) John Grant, Monty Bleasdale, 
Jim Hinchley and Stewart Steele. 20_f51table01

took the top prize with Stewart 

-

TABLE TENNIS

Trophy presentation

lost ground on the leading pair 

Ballachulish remain fourth 

The team captains took a short break from a busy 
night of bowling for an Oban Times photo.
20_f51bowling01

The top two game handicap se-
-

The top scratch and handicap 

TEN PIN BOWLING

Tight at the top in 
INDOOR FOOTBALL

Commitment

has shown tremendous commitment this season, which has always 

-
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