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A CHRISTMAS FOOD HAMPER 
Two hampers up for grabs – one Lochaber, one Argyll

Worth £150 see page 12 for full details WIN
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Lifeboat called out 
twice in one night

Sex o� ender is 
admonished

Consultation on 
marine tourism

Fire leads to rats infesting houses
NEIGHBOURS of a former 
council store are calling for 
a Pied Piper to come to take 
away a plague of rats that 
have been invading homes 
since their former lodging 
was destroyed in a fire.

The rats appear to have 
been living in the buildings 
destroyed recently at the 
Millpark council depot in 
Oban.

Since then reports of rats 
roaming the streets looking 
for new places to nest have 
been made to The Oban Times, 
with many people shocked at 
the sheer number and size of 
the rodents.

It is understood Argyll and 

Bute Council officers have 
been inundated with calls 
from the area by people ask-
ing for help.

A spokesman for the British 
Pest Control Association 
said: ‘Rats can inflict a great 
amount of structural damage. 

‘They can cause serious 
fires by gnawing away the 
insulation around electrical 
cables, floods by puncturing 
pipes and even death by 
chewing through gas pipes. 

‘The insurance sector has 
estimated that rodent damage 
to wiring is responsible for 25 
per cent of all electrical fires 
in buildings. 

‘Rats are adaptable, highly 

mobile and breed rapidly. 
This combination can make 
rat control a difficult task for 
the untrained individual.’

One resident, Margaret 
Smith of the Millpark area, 
said: ‘For the first time ever 
in my life, I have seen big rats 
running about on the street 
during the day.

‘My neighbour said she 
opened her dishwasher last 
week and there was one 
sitting there bold as you like. 

‘This has all happened since 
the fire and it is a real prob-
lem. We need the Pied Piper 
or someone to come and help 
us.’

Another householder, who 

didn’t want to be named, 
said: ‘At night time you can 
hear them running about 
inside the walls of the house.

‘We have put down poison 
and I am hoping that they will 
just go away and peacefully 
die. 

‘It is horrible to think that 
these beasts were living only 
a few hundred yards from the 
house. But I am told that any-
where people are there will 
be rats only a few feet away.’

A spokesman for Argyll and 
Bute Council said: ‘If people 
have concerns about vermin 
they can phone the council’s 
pest control team on 01546 
605514.’

IT WAS a busy Monday night for 
the volunteer crew of Oban life-
boat, who transfered two people 
from Mull in two incidents. The 
Mora Edith MacDonald set o�  at 
7.10pm to transfer a man from 
Craignure to Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles Hospital. It departed Oban 
again at 12.45am to take a second 
patient from Mull to Oban for 
treatment.

A CONSULTATION on the North 
Pier developments into marine 
tourism will be taking place to-
morrow in Oban. A spokesman 
for Argyll and Bute Council 
said: ‘As part of our ongoing 
consultation activities, there 
is an event at the Argyllshire 
Gathering Hall on Friday 
December 9 where people can 
come along, view and then 
comment on the plans.’

A CONVICTED sex o� ender was 
admonished at Oban Sheri�  
Court on Monday after proving 
he had tried to make contact 
with both the police and the 
procurator � scal to complete his 
weekly sign-in.

Cli� ord Gosbell, 54, c/o HMP 
Greenock, was arrested a week 
after he failed to attend Oban po-
lice station by not having enough 
driving hours to complete his 
work for the week – stranding 
him in Cobham, Surrey.

Sheri�  Ruth Anderson said: ‘I 
� nd you not guilty. You did make 
attempts to contact the police 
and the procurator � scal.’

Organisers of Oban Live, say they are ‘over the 
moon’ with the response and support from the 
public during the event’s launch last Thursday 
(December 1).  

The launch included visits from trad rock band 
Skerryvore to Park Primary School, pictured, the 
Rock� eld Centre, Oban High School, The Oban 
Times and Oban Fire Station. During their visits, 
the band spread the news of the � rst con� rmed 
acts for the two-day music concert at Moss� eld 
Stadium on June 2 and 3 next year. 

Martin Gillespie of Skerryvore said: ‘We are over 

the moon with the response from our launch in the 
town and very grateful to the local community for 
all their support. A massive thanks to Bid4Oban, 
which helped out with administration for the local 
ticket o� er, to the schools and businesses we visit-
ed for their warm welcome, and to all our partners 
and local businesses for helping us spread the 
news. Most importantly, thank you to all those 
who came down in the freezing weather to cele-
brate the launch with us. We only announced the 
Station Square launch that same week so we were 
delighted to see and meet so many people there.’

Oban Live draws 200 to launch party

Argyll’s biggest gig worth 
£1.1 million to the town
OBAN LIVE has been named 
as Argyll and Bute’s biggest 
live music gig in the same week 
as organisers have announced 
they are bringing the best live 
music to the seaside town for 
the third year running.

An independent economic 
activity impact report shown to 
The Oban Times this week says 
the ‘not-for-profit’ event led by 
Tiree band Skerryvore puts £1.1 
million into the local economy.

The event was set up in 2015 
to celebrate 10 years of the 
band. Skerryvore members 
wanted to give something 
back to the community that 
has helped to make them an 
internationally renowned act.

At the same time, they were 
ambitious enough to bring the 
first large gig to the town in 
Oban’s Mossfield Park. 

Oban Live’s success 
already seems to be the 
envy of other places such 
as Inveraray, Dunoon
and Helensburgh, which are 
keen to get in on the act. 

Sources from venues in all 
three Argyll towns have told 
The Oban Times they want to 
take the event out of Oban and 
have offered help with costs 
not currently covered by grant 
funding.

Graeme Bass, chairman of 
Bid4Oban, which helped to 
nurture the band’s first decade 
event in the town, said: ‘The 
Skerryvore team continue to 
demonstrate their commit-
ment to the festival despite 
the event failing to generate 

an operating profit. I know 
that other towns are keen to 
attract the event but Oban has 
shown it has the people and 
infrastructure to deliver this 
unique experience for locals 
and visitors alike. 

‘The value to the town shown 
by an independent in-depth 
analysis shows the events are 
worth £1.1 million.’

Mr Bass continued: ‘The 
Skerryvore team continue to 
work with local business in 
order that everyone gets the 
most value from their event. 

‘It is much appreciated by 
many on a weekend that other-
wise would be between Easter 
and the busy summer holidays.’

Last week local people came 
out in droves to buy tickets and 
enjoy a number of impromptu 
live gigs around the town from 
Skerryvore.

While Oban Live says it 
has applied for funding from 
Argyll and Bute Council, to 
date no financial support has 
been approved, which would 
help cover the costs of the 
event – in particular the hiring 
of the shinty pitch, which costs 
roughly £30,000.

A spokesman for Argyll and 

Bute Council said: ‘We wel-
come the economic benefits 
which Oban Live brings to the 
town and are committed to 
continuing to work proactively 
with its organisers, as we have 
done in previous years, to en-
sure the event runs as smoothly 
as possible. 

‘Part of this support includes 
event and traffic management 
advice and support, which is 
provided free of charge. We 
also help out with removal 
of rubbish, associated street 
sweeping and provide parking 
wardens on the day.

‘The council has a reducing 
major events and festival fund 
which supports events such as 
Oban’s Argyllshire Gathering 
and West Highland Yachting 
Week. Organisations are free 
to make representations to the 
council for funding support.’

A Freedom of Information 
request shows the local author-
ity funds the Cowal Gathering 
to the tune of £130,210 over 
two years with a further in-
kind contribution (grounds, 
amenity services, dancing 
platforms, staging and so on) 
of £37,000 per year.

The Royal National Mòd re-
ceives approximately £40,000 
per year, regardless of whether 
the event is held in the council 
area or not. 

Helensburgh and Lomond 
Winter Festival had a payment 
of £36,000 to help set it up 
in 2012, with a payment of 
£35,200 for 2016 and 2017.

The Argyllshire Gathering 
receives £8,000 in support 
annually, with further in-kind 
payments. 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

The Mòd 
is given 
£40,000 
per year
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Tiree pupil gets letter … from Harry Potter author
AS PART of the S1 computing sci-
ence course, Tiree High School pupils 
were set a challenge to find the valid 
address of a celebrity. 

They then had to write a letter to 
their chosen celebrity asking for a 
signed photograph and some advice 
for teenagers. 

Roxy is the first pupil to receive a re-
ply from her chosen celebrity, having 
received a letter from Harry Potter 
author J K Rowling.

Senior pupils helped to organise and 
run an afternoon tea for the island’s 
over-60s last week. 

A good number turned up this year 
to enjoy the entertainment, cakes and 
tea. 

The pupils did a great job singing, 
playing the piano, fiddling and playing 
accordions.

The guests were very generous, 
donating £219.85 for school funds. 
Many thanks to all the contributors to 
the day. Roxy shows o�  her letter.Tiree over-60s enjoyed their afternoon tea and entertainment.

Runner 
from Mull 
tries for 
world fi rst

Carers in 
place for 
project

Air rescue 
service to 
continue

CAROLINE MCKAY, from 
the Isle of Mull, is hoping to 
become the first woman to run 
West Highland Way non-stop in 
winter to help girls in Africa go 
to school every day. 

Scottish aid worker Caroline, 
33, will set off from Fort Wil-
liam on Friday December 16, 
and aims to reach the end of 
the 95-mile route at Milngavie 
within 24 hours.

She hopes her groundbreaking 
run will raise at least £2,000 to 
support to support young girls in 
Ethiopia attend school. 

Caroline, pictured, works 

for Edinburgh charity Link 
Community Development which 
provides educational support in 
sub-Saharan Africa, and has seen 
first-hand the challenges African 
girls face going to school .

She said: ‘The run will be 
tough, I have no doubt about 
that. I have done it non-stop in 
the summer, but the winter con-
ditions will be a real challenge, 
particularly if there is snow and 
ice.

‘Over the past decade a hand-
ful of men have completed the 
run non-stop in the winter, but 
if I do it, I will be first woman. 

‘But running 95 miles non-stop 
in a Scottish winter is nothing 
compared to the challenges that 
young girls in Ethiopia face on 
a daily basis just to go to school. 

‘I recently visited some rural 
schools in the Wolaita region 
in southern Ethiopia. The girls 
I met there will often risk real 
danger to get an education. 
They really inspired me. 

‘Education is still seen in some 
parts of Africa as something 
for boys, rather than girls. And 
those girls who are lucky enough 
to attend secondary school often 
face very difficult journeys on 
foot every day just to get to 
classes. 

‘They risk sexual assault and 
harassment on a daily basis but 
are willing take that risk to get 
an education. They are the real 
heroes.’

CARERS and a co-ordinator 
have been recruited for the 
Appin and Lismore Community 
Care Scheme, an innovative ‘so-
cial enterprise’ model of home 
care for the two communities.

Councillor Elaine Robertson 
said: ‘We have a major issue 
over the recruitment of cover in 
the area. The elderly population 
is rising, and there is more and 
more need for care in the com-
munity.

‘This is a pilot project with a 
local dimension. It is something 
that hopefully will work in 
rural areas where we have most 
difficulties. We are very much 
hoping it will be successful, then 
it could be rolled out across 
Argyll and Bute.’

Last spring Caroline Hender-
son, acting locality manager 
for Oban Lorn and the Islands, 
outlined the plans for future 
home care within the Port 
Appin surgery area, as Appin 
Community Council minutes 
recorded: ‘The proposal is to 
create a social enterprise model 
involving Highland Home Car-
ers Ltd employing local carers 
to deliver care to local people in 
their homes.’

Chairman of Appin Commu-
nity Trust Dr Iain McNicol said 
the scheme has recruited more 
than seven carers, who have now 
been trained, and a co-ordina-
tor, Liz Bruce, is now in post, 
‘responsible for supporting the 
provision of a care-at-home 
service for vulnerable people 
and to provide assistance with 
key tasks which maintain and 
promote the independence for 
people in their own home.’

The role is also ‘responsible 
for co-ordinating the local care-
at-home service and developing 
links with third-sector organi-
sations to further develop older 
people’s services locally’.

AIR ambulance landings will 
continue on Easdale while the 
Scottish Ambulance Service 
investigates if the current helipad 
is safe or it searches for another 
site.

The suitability of the island’s 
helipad for medical emergency 
evacuations was brought into 
question more than a fortnight 
ago because, The Oban Times 
understands, it may be on top of 
septic tanks.

A spokesperson for the Scot-
tish Ambulance Service (SAS) 
confirmed it ‘had not suspended 
air ambulance operations to 
Easdale. If called to attend an 
emergency, we would send a hel-
icopter as we have done several 
times over the past year.

‘When the issue of the suitabili-
ty of the landing area on Easdale 
was raised a couple of weeks ago, 
we immediately began discus-
sions with Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency, Scottish Wa-
ter and Argyll and Bute Council. 

‘We carried out an aerial recon-
naissance visit at the beginning 
of December and will be meeting 
with local GPs and the local com-
munity council on December 6 to 
consider other possible landing 
areas if it is deemed that the 
current site should no longer be 
used for landing.’

Lismore family prepare to 
sell home after 1,500 years
IT IS claimed to be Britain’s 
oldest aristocratic title and 
church office – older than the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
dating back to a Celtic saint who 
founded a monastery on the Isle 
of Lismore in the Dark Ages 
– and the only title, besides the 
Queen’s, granted ‘by the grace 
of God’. 

Now one chapter in the 1,500-
year history of the Baron of 
Bachuil and ‘heir’ or Coarb of 
St Moluag is closing, as another 
may be beginning. 

Niall Livingstone, chief of ‘Ar-
gyll’s oldest clan’ Livingstone/
Mclea and Hereditable Keeper 
of the Pictish saint’s Great Staff 
or Bachuil Mor, is leaving his 
ancestral seat of Bachuil House 
on lands owned by his family 

since the sixth century – and 
he hopes to sell it as part of a 
community buy-out as an island 
hub.

The 63-year-old Abbot of 
Lismore told The Oban Times: 
‘It is a very hard decision after 
1,500 years. If this dream can 
be realised, then I think it could 
be the best thing to happen to 
the island since the arrival of St 
Moluag in 562.’

The Baron, who runs Bachuil 
Country House as an AA four-
star guesthouse with his wife, 
Baroness Anita, explained: ‘I 
am finding it too big for the two 
of us.’ 

He put the grade-B Victorian 
seat, plus barn, shed, garage, 
garden and nearby Hawthorn 
House on the market for a guide 
price of £910,000, but then 
withdrew them to give Lismore 
Community Trust (LCT) time 

to investigate the possibility of 
launching a buy-out. 

The trust’s chairman, Sebas-
tian Tombs, said its AGM, at 
Lismore Public Hall last Thurs-
day, endorsed an exploration of 
the opportunities.

Lismore, which in Gaelic 
means ‘great garden’ or ‘great 
hillfort’, is 10 miles long and 
one mile wide and sits in the 
midst of the Lynn of Lorne at 
the end of the Great Glen fault, 
surrounded by the mountains of 
Mull and Morvern, with views 
up Loch Linnhe to Ben Nevis. 

Mr Tombs, an architect and 
former chief executive of the 
Royal Incorporation of Archi-
tects in Scotland, said: ‘We have 
had many consultations about 
facility gaps. Can the building 
and the land fill the gaps?’ 

Bachuil House could be 
used as an island hub for the 

190-strong population, he said, 
providing a new hall and doc-
tor’s surgery, a new store, a so-
cial gathering space, workspace 
units, and accommodation for 
old people and visitors to bring 
needed income to the island.

‘The trust is looking at the 
whole picture: to enhance life 
for everybody,’ he added. ‘It is 
a large project for a small com-
munity. We are pressing on with 
caution, but a lot of interest.’

Mr Livingstone said: ‘The 
project could give a much need-
ed boost to the island economy, 
not only from its direct opera-
tions but could also generate a 
considerable boost to existing 
visitor attractions such as our 
award-winning heritage centre 
and accommodation providers. 

‘We have a considerable num-
ber of visitors to the island who 
seldom move very far from the 

ferry terminals and contribute 
little financial benefit to the 
island. This is largely due to 
lack of opportunities for them 
to spend money, which, as can 
be seen from other islands, they 
are happy to do. 

‘If the project was able to 
provide transport to the ferry 
terminals, it would not only 
boost revenue to the hub but 
also to the heritage centre. It 
could really add to the quality 
of life of the islanders and the 
visitor experience. I am very 
supportive of the ideas mooted.’  

The connection between the 
Baron of Bachuil and Lismore 
will not be lost to history, 
however, for Mr Livingstone is 
keeping ‘most’ of his family’s 
land on Lismore, but, he said, St 
Moluag’s Great Staff will leave 
the island with them: ‘The staff 
stays with the Abbot.’ 

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

New hope for Luing Sunday car ferry
HOPE has blossomed on Luing ‘for 
the first time in ages’ that the island 
will now ‘very likely’ get its longed-for 
Sunday vehicle ferry service beyond the 
summer months, after an Argyll and 
Bute Council review.

Currently Luing’s car ferry service 
only runs on Sundays and weekday 
evenings during the 12-week summer 
period through June, July and August. 

For the rest of the year, it is a passen-
ger-only service running on Sundays 
and late on weekdays at 7.30pm and 
10pm.

Cheers erupted at Luing Community 
Council on Tuesday November 29 
in Cullipool Hall when community 
councillor Nicky Archibald, of the 
ferry users’ group, announced: ‘It looks 
very likely we will have the car ferry on 
Sundays. For the first time in ages, I 
am feeling optimistic.’

Ms Archibald said her hopes were 
raised following discussions with the 
ferry operator – Argyll and Bute Coun-
cil – which intimated the increased 
costs could be met by the increase in 
visitors. 

Earlier this autumn, Luing’s At-
lantic Islands Centre Trust had also 
appealed to the council to increase the 
car ferry crossings between Cuan on 
Seil and Luing to bring more visitors, 
revenue and jobs to the island.

With no public transport on Luing, 
visitors must arrange lifts to Cullipool’s 
new £1.3 million Atlantic Islands Cen-
tre, which continues to open and host 
weeknight events seven days a week 
throughout the year. 

The community hub, which supports 
six full-time jobs and 36 volunteers 
within a population of 165, touched 
15,000 visitors this year, treble its pre-

dictions, and trustees argued the lack 
of Sunday and weeknight car ferries 
was holding back progress.

A spokesperson for Argyll and Bute 
Council told The Oban Times: ‘The 
council is reviewing its marine services 
to enable it to continue to run an effi-
cient service with staffing and training 
being part of the review.

‘We are currently in the process 
of recruiting additional staff and it 
is hoped that replacing the existing 
Luing passenger-only ferry with a 
vehicle ferry service on Sundays will be 
possible. 

‘Plans to extend the ferry service fur-
ther will depend on the outcome of our 
review and take into account passenger 
and vehicle numbers.

‘It is anticipated that any additional 
costs for the Luing vehicle ferry, such 
as fuel, would be minimal.’

Niall Livingston, ‘by the grace of God’ Coarb of St Moluag, Abbot of 
Lismore and Baron of Bachuil, holds ‘the Apostle of the Picts’ St Moluag’s 

Great Sta� , , on his ancestral lands on Lismore near St Moluag’s Cathe-
dral with, behind, the Hill of Fire where the Kings of the Western Picts 

were cremated. Inset are St Moluag and Bachuil House.

Discover so much more...
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Winter Pamper Packages
Fantastic overnight package for two people 

£98 per person including dinner, bed, breakfast 
and two treatments

Luxurious Afternoon Tea
Just £35 per person, includes glass of Prosecco, 

afternoon tea and beauty treatment.

Our pamper packages make fantastic Christmas 
gifts - Visit our website for more details.

Christmas Lunch / Dinner 
Monday 12th - Thursday 22nd December

The Terrace Restaurant
Glass of fizz on arrival

2 courses £25.95    3 courses £29.95
Plus complimentary tea/coffee and sweet treat

Where better to experience this 
beautiful season than at the 

West Highland Hotel 
in beautiful Mallaig?
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Tributes paid to retiring 
charity champ Graeme

Ceilidh success in Vienna

TRIBUTES have been paid to an Oban 
man who has stepped down as a Mary’s 
Meals board member after 14 years of 
service. 

Graeme Pagan, 80, a retired solicitor, 
has been involved in supporting the 
work of the Dalmally-based charity 
since its early days.

The father-of-three was a trustee 
with Scottish International Relief and 
continued to serve on the board when 
the charity later changed its name to 
Mary’s Meals. 

Despite retiring as a board member 
recently for personal reasons, Mr Pagan 
has insisted he will continue to support 
the charity in other ways, which includes 
volunteering his time at the Mary’s 
Meals shop in Oban.

Mr Pagan said: ‘When I first got 
involved in Mary’s Meals, I knew that it 
would be a charity that would go on to do 
tremendous work. 

‘Since my early involvement, it has been 
wonderful to see Mary’s Meals continu-
ing to grow, yet the charity itself and the 
people who work there have remained 
modest.

‘Mary’s Meals stands out like a shining 
beacon to me and it has been a complete 
honour to have been able to serve on its 
board. The charity will always stay close 
to my heart.’

Mr Pagan has a history of charity work 
and was fundamental in setting up the 
Will Aid scheme which has since raised 
many millions for charity. 

He also co-created Oban Charitable 

Trust and helps run a holiday flat in 
the town which is offered on a weekly 
basis free of charge to those suffering 
from and affected by cancer. 

Paying tribute to Mr Pagan, Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow, founder and 
chief executive of Mary’s Meals, said: 
‘Graeme’s involvement on the board 
will be very much missed by the team at 
Mary’s Meals.

‘His commitment and enthusiasm to 
our work since the very early days has 
been wonderful and we are extremely 
grateful for the contribution he has 
made over the years.’

Mary’s Meals is helping the world’s 
poorest communities to overcome pov-
erty, hunger and barriers to education, 
and is now feeding 1,187,104 children 
every day they attend school.

MUSICIANS Sileas Sinclair, Sarah 
Sinclair and Hugh MacCallum from 
Argyll and Lochaber led the festivi-
ties at the annual fundraising ceilidh 
dance for Vienna International School 
Rugby Club. 

The event was hosted by Colin 
Campbell, son of the late Dr Robbie 

Campbell of Ulva Ferry, Mull, and 
Blyth Northumberland, former teach-
er and senior rugby coach at the school. 
Food in the form of  Highland samo-
sas, goulash and sandwiches ensured 
that the energy levels were kept high. 
Flanagan’s Pub, the home of rugby in 
Vienna, sponsored the beer.

TIMESLINE

Rocker heads for 
the Highlands

Lifeboat called to 
evacuate patient

Putting CalMac 
in the picture

Sam from SAMS is 
UHI’s top student

ROCKER Bryan Adams is coming 
to the Highlands for his only 
Scottish show in 2017. 

The Summer of ’69 performer 
will take to the stage for the 
outdoor show at Bught Park, 
Inverness, on Sunday July 16. This 
show – his � rst in the Highlands – 
is part of his Get Up Tour.

Tickets are on sale from 9am 
tomorrow (December 9) and are 
available from www.ticketline.
co.uk, or 0844 888 9991 or from 
Ca� rey’s Menswear, Union Street, 
Inverness.

CALMAC has launched its pop-
ular photographic competition 
for its 2018 calendar.

But budding photographers 
had better be quick as the con-
test closes on January 8, 2017.

The competition carries the 
possibility of winning £250 of 
CalMac vouchers if you pro-
duce the calendar’s cover shot.

Full details, along with terms 
and conditions, can be found 
at www.calmac.co.uk/calen-
dar-competition.

THE Oban lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald launched early on 
Tuesday morning (November 30) 
to evacuate a casualty from the 
Isle of Mull.

The RNLI vessel was called at 
3.49am for the medical assistance 
of a person at Craignure.

The volunteer crew left Oban 
with two paramedics on board, 
arriving at Craignure pier by 
4.40am. The casualty was safely 
transferred to the lifeboat for 
the journey back to Oban, where 
they were then transferred to a 
waiting ambulance.

Oban lifeboat then returned to 
station where she was refuelled 
and made ready for service again 
by 5.34am. 

 A GRADUATE from the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
has been named as the Univer-
sity of the Highlands and Islands 
student of the year 2016. 

Samuel Black, 22, from Dunbar, 
graduated from the SAMS UHI 
this year with � rst-class honours 
in marine science with Arctic 
studies. He was selected for his 
exceptional academic work, his 
enthusiasm and his contributions 
to SAMS UHI.

CHRISTMAS came early this week for 
Dunbeg resident Duncan Campbell, 59.

For the Scottish Water service 
treatment operator has done what hun-
dreds of others could not – accurately 
pin-pointed the ball in our Spot the 
Shinty Ball competition.

Mr Campbell receives the top prize of  
£4,050 and popped into The Oban Times 
office this week to pick up his cheque.

He said: ‘ I like a wee gamble and I 
have been playing as long as I can 
remember. I do it every week and have 
won a couple of £25 in the past. I was 

at work and I got a phone call. I did not 
believe it until I went out to the Halfway 
House on Thursday at 6am a nd bought 
an Oban Times. I feel brilliant about 
winning, but I feel sorry for the other 
people who have been trying to win.’

Mr Campbell said he would have no 

problems spending the cash, saying: 
‘Christmas is coming up. There will 
also be a bit of DIY around the house 
so I must keep some back. I had too 
many things to do to celebrate at the 
weekend, but it will probably happen 
some time this week.’

He’s in the money! Duncan wins spot the shinty ball prize

Superfast broadband bid
has descended into ‘fiasco’
GIGAPLUS Argyll’s plan to 
bring to superfast broadband 
to Luing has descended into a 
‘fiasco’, the island’s community 
council heard last week.

BT is contracted to provide 
superfast broadband to 95 per 
cent of the UK, leaving the re-
motest five per cent uncovered. 
A community-funded and -run 
broadband service on Mull 
called GigaMull joined with 
private provider AB Internet to 
form GigaPlus Argyll. 

It plans to bring a ‘carrier class 
network’ of masts and dishes, 
transmitting wireless superfast 
broadband at a minimum speed 
of 24MB/S, to 1,400 homes and 
businesses in rural postcodes, 
including west Mull, Iona, Lis-
more, Colonsay, Oronsay, Jura, 

the Craignish peninsula and 
Rinns of Islay, and Luing. 

The Scottish Government 
initiative Community Broad-
band Scotland (CBS) funded 
£988 towards the roll-out of 
the network, which will be 
community-owned with AB In-
ternet deriving the income. The 
GigaPlus Argyll website hoped 
‘the first installation will be live 
early in 2017’.

AB Internet applied to build 
an 11m unmanned, lightweight, 
lattice telecommunications 
tower near Achafolla Cottage, 
Toberonochy, and, in July, a 
second tower 30.5m (100ft) high 
at Cnoc Dhomnhuill, Cullipool, 
which drew 31 objections – in-
cluding from Luing Community 
Council (LCC). It felt ‘unable 
to represent island opinion’ 
until CBS’s consultation was 
complete, it argued, and the 

100ft tower was ‘a much greater 
size than we understood from 
previous information’.

LCC convener Fiona Rogers 
told Cullipool Hall on Tuesday 
November 29 that, as a result of 
a project meeting and many ob-
jections to the Cullipool mast, 
‘AB Internet decided to with-
draw its application’, and since 
then it has been subjected to 
‘vitriolic’, ‘unjustified criticism’.

Ms Rogers said: ‘We have 
tried to reflect the island’s inter-
ests, not GigaPlus’s. People are 
not dissatisfied with the service 
they are already getting. In my 
view, a cosmetic exercise was 
carried out to show this is what 
we wanted.’

Councillor Julie McKenzie 
said GigaPlus Argyll is ‘going to 
proceed without Luing. Luing 
is the only community council 
in Scotland that has rejected 

it. Is it right for those who want 
GigaPlus to be disadvantaged 
by those who don’t?’ Ms Rogers 
countered: ‘Is that called the 
tyranny of the minority?’

Community councillor Nicky 
Archibald added: ‘This whole 
thing has become a fiasco. We 
are an island well serviced by 
internet – better than other 
islands. We are presented with 
an option that may or may not 
[bring] benefit. So where do we 
sit? We are told this may not 
be totally inclusive. It may be a 
lesser service. On top of that, we 
are having a 30m high mast. It 
will not give everyone the ben-
efit they expect. We are hearing 
the service levels are not very 
good. The message from the 
survey is we want better service, 
but we want the devil we know, 
not the devil we don’t. We went 
to the nth degree to get this 

done, and all we have had is 
criticism. It is a joke.’

Moray Finch, general manager 
of Mull and Iona Community 
Trust, told The Oban Times: 
‘We are unable to proceed 
with implementation on Luing. 
Luing remains part of the Giga-
Plus Argyll project. We have 
not withdrawn the planning 
application for the mast at 
Achafolla. GigaPlus Argyll will 
seek alternative locations for 
masts to bypass Luing. This will 
ensure the other communities 
are not adversely affected. 

‘Our concern is that there are 
residents on Luing who will be 
denied a service that they would 
wish to take with no prospect of 
an alternative.

‘It appears to us Luing Com-
munity Council has been nega-
tive about the GigaPlus Argyll 
project from the start.’

New life 
for the 
Screen 
Machine
REGIONAL Screen Scotland, 
which operates the Screen Ma-
chine, has raised the necessary 
funds to carry out a major refit 
of the cinema vehicle, which 
will add a minimum of six more 
years to its operational life. 

The Screen Machine is the 
UK’s only full-time, self-con-
tained mobile cinema, bringing 
the latest movie releases to 
communities across the north 
and west of Scotland.

The Screen Machine service 
was originally launched in 1998, 
and the current Screen Machine 
has been on the road since 2005, 
spending up to 48 weeks a year 
bringing the big screen experi-
ence to communities from Barra 
to Bettyhill and from Brodick to 
the outer isles of Orkney.

Now Regional Screen Scotland 
has secured funding from the 
National Lottery through Cre-
ative Scotland’s Open Project 
Fund and Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, and sponsorship 
from the Royal Bank of Scot-
land, to meet the costs of a full 
and thorough refit, to be carried 
out by the Screen Machine’s 
original builders, the French-
based company Toutenkamion, 
a world leader in mobile cinema 
design and construction. 

Robert Livingston, director 
of Regional Screen Scotland, 
said: ‘The aim is to carry out the 
refit at Toutenkamion’s French 
workshop in April/May 2017, 
and relaunch the fully renewed 
Screen Machine in June. 

‘It will then resume its normal 
touring circuit and audiences 
will be able to enjoy the custom-
ary wide choice of new films, as 
well as extras such as photogra-
phy exhibitions and archive 
screenings, knowing that the 
Screen Machine will be fit to 
continue full operation well into 
the next decade.’

The Screen Machine is an 
articulated tractor and trailer. 

It is subject to considerable 
wear and tear, as the cinema is 
set up and dismantled three or 
four times every week, and the 
Screen Machine travels regular-
ly on ferries, and is often set up 
on sites fully exposed to salt and 
sea air. 

Graeme Pagan with Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Duncan receives 
his bumper 

cheque from 
Oban Times 

group editor 
Susan Windram.
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NEXT year Backwoodsman 
will celebrate 40 years of 
supplying wood-burning and 
multi-fuel stoves to customers 
all over Argyll, Lochaber and 
the surrounding inner and 
outer isles. 

Back in 1977, Andrew 
McIntyre founded the stove 
business in a spare bedroom 
in the family home. Forty 
years on, it has grown into a 
large industrial premises with 
a showroom and is situated in 
Barcaldine, just off the main 
road on the B845 to Bonawe. 

The company continues to 
be family-run to this day. ‘My 
father started the business 
at the very beginning of the 
wood-burning stoves boom 
back in the 1970s,’ says Claire. 
‘Many of his original custom-
ers are now returning to us to 
replace stoves that have lasted 

the best part of  30 years, which 
I think gives a good indication 
of the quality of products and 
level of service Backwoods-
man has always offered.’ 

The team consists of An-
drew, Rosy, Tim and Claire, 
who work closely to cover all 
aspects of the process, in-
cluding surveys, specification, 
building regulations (and good 
practice), supply and delivery. 

‘At Backwoodsman, we 
have long been known for our 
friendly, honest and straight-
forward approach and, as we 
head into our 40th year, we are 
as committed as ever to deliv-
ering the best service possible 
to our customers.’

For more information or to 
make an appointment, please 
contact Backwoodsman on 
01631 720539 or go to www.
backwoodsman-stoves.co.uk.

Meet the team at 
Backwoodsman

Scandalous that Billy is still in jail
IT IS outrageous that Connel man Billy Irving is still 
incarcerated in a prison in India.

Billy, as many readers will know, was arrested on charges 
of illegal possession of firearms when their piracy protection 
vessel strayed into India waters.

What some may have overlooked is that his arrest was way 
back in 2013, yet Billy remains stuck in the nightmare of 
a Chennai jail. The Indian criminal justice system saw fit 
to drop the charges at one point but then reinstated them 
and Billy and his crew mates were sentenced to five years’ 
imprisonment back in January this year.

His father, Jim, recalled in a moving letter to The Oban 
Times in October: ‘We thought the whole episode to be a 
stupid mistake by the Indian authorities … they do not seem 
to be big enough to admit their mess-up and for the past 
three years 35 men, plus their families and associated friends, 
have been in a living hell trying to get a sensible and speedy 
conclusion to what was a joke to start with and has now 
matured into a catastrophe.’

Billy’s fiancée Yvonne MacHugh has fought a valiant 
campaign to win his release. She has had backing from 
countless people, including an intervention from Prime 
Minister Theresa May, yet Billy’s predicament continues.

Why? What is the reason for such stasis? 
I realise there are diplomatic channels to be negotiated but 

it is high time our government at Westminster demanded the 
Indian authorities release Billy.

 

Hats o�  to runner Caroline
WHAT a splendid effort from Mull native Caroline McKay, 
who is hoping to become the first woman to run the West 
Highland Way non-stop in winter.

The 95-mile route is tough enough at the best of times and 
takes most people several days to complete. To run it non-
stop even in summer – which Caroline has already done – is 
admirable but to undertake the marathon in December is no 
less than inspiring. And she is doing it to raise funds for the 
charity she works for.

Well done, Caroline, and good luck.

Get in touch with your thoughts
Do you have something you want to share? Let me know by 
writing to me at  The Oban Times, Crannog Lane, Oban, 
PA34 4 HB, or by email to mlaing@obantimes.co.uk.

At Random
MARTIN LAING
mlaing@obantimes.co.ukmlaing@obantimes.co.uk

Rockfi eld 
centre’s  
busy year

Bags of 
cash for 
charities

Kebabish is 
set for grand 
opening night

THE Rockfield Centre in Oban 
held its second AGM on Thursday, 
when a packed meeting heard a 
presentation of the annual report 
and year overview from chairman 
Gordon McNab.

The presentation outlined the 
progress the board and volunteers 
are making in turning the former 
school into a busy creative hub, 
and the difference the centre is 
bringing to people’s lives.

It has been a busy year. Under its 
history and heritage theme a pro-
ject, financed by the Heritage Lot-
tery Fund and entitled Memories 
Matter, has seen new volunteers 
establishing an active research 
and archiving group, creating a 
number of oral recordings of local 
reminiscences, an exhibition, A 
Postwar Childhood, plus a heritage 
map and a successful season of 
guided walks.

This year there have been a 
number of art workshops, which 
led to the centre hosting Grid Iron 
theatre company and its produc-
tion of The Devil’s Larder, working 
with Argyll Youth Arts hub, which 
also brought in young volunteers.

The centre also secured funding 
from Crerar Hotels Trust allowing 
it to run sell-out arts workshops 
and host live music events. While 
its commitment to education and 
enterprise has seen a range of 
opportunities for partnership, 
networking and collaboration, 
supporting the growing ambitions 
for the use of the site, allowing the 
centre to open the community hut 
in January 2016.

Chariman Gordon McNab said: 
The AGM was well attended and 
it was good to convey what has 
happened over the last year and 
also to share the plans for the 
future... it is clear to see that this 
project has huge potential.  

‘A huge thank you to everyone 
who has supported the centre and 
continues to do so. We are looking 
forward to the next 12 months.’

TESCO customers have voted 
to help good causes in Oban bag 
a share of a £12.5 million carrier 
bag charge fund. 

The supermarket teamed up 
in Groundwork to launch the 
second round of its Bags of Help 
funding initiative, which sees 
grants of £12,000, £10,000 and 
£8,000 – all raised from the 5p 
bag levy.

The result revealed the grants 
were £12,000 to Hope 2 Oban, 
Blarbuie Woodland Enterprise 
was given £10,000 and Garadh a 
Bhagh aTuath got £8,000.

Tony McElroy, Tesco’s head 
of communications in Scotland, 
said: ‘Bags of Help has been a 
fantastic success. We have been 
overwhelmed by the response 
of our customers and it’s been 
great to give people a say on how 
the money will be spent in their 
community. We can’t wait to see 
the projects come to life.’ 

Voting ran in stores from 
October 31 to November 13, 
with customers choosing which 
local project they would like to 
get the top award using a token 
given to them at the check-out 
in store. So far, Bags of Help has 
awarded more than £24 million 
across 2,421 local projects. 

From December 1, customers 
will be able to vote for local 
groups all year round, every time 
they shop. Anyone can nominate 
a project and organisations can 
apply. To find out more, visit: 
www.tesco.com/bagsofhelp.

KEBABISH Curry House in 
Oban will hold the grand open-
ing of its new  Pakistani, Indian, 
Chinese and Italian  buffet and 
dessert parlour on Wednesday 
December 14 at 7pm. 

The award-winning takeaway 
has expanded its business, hav-
ing renovated the building next 
door to its George Street shop. 

According to owner Shaukat 
Anwar Chaudhry, the set-price 
buffet will offer eight salads and 
sauces, choice of four starters, 
three pizzas and 12 mixed main 
dishes, along with rice, naans, 
desserts and green tea. 

The dessert parlour will be 
located in the current seating 
area, serving Equi’s ice-cream, 
shakes, cakes and sundaes.

Packed house as fashion show turns on the style

Oban High bucks national 
trend of decline in results
EXAM results across all second-
ary schools in Argyll and Bute 
have been released in a report due 
to be presented to the council’s 
Community Services Committee 
today (December 8).

The percentage of A-C grades 
achieved in Scottish Qualification 
Authority (SQA) exams across 
all 10 high schools in 2015-16 
sat above the national average at 
National 4 (96.17 per cent) and 
Higher (78.29 per cent) levels, 
but below it at National 5 (76.23 
per cent) and Advanced Higher, 

which fell from 83.6 per cent 
in 2014/15 to 75.6 per cent this 
year – 6.1 per cent below the 
national average.

However, Oban High School 
bucked that regional trend, 
seeing its number of Advanced 
Higher A-C awards rise from 
84.4 per cent in 2015 to 85.71 
per cent this year. 

Oban’s National 4 passes 
also rose slightly to 93.03 per 
cent, and it saw a bigger jump 
in Higher A-C awards from 
73.5 per cent in 2015, which sat 
4.6 per cent below the national 
average, to 77.24 per cent this 
year, which sits just above it.

But the number of students 
achieving National 5 A-C 
awards in Oban fell by 0.48 per 
cent to 70.82 per cent this year, 
which is 5.39 per cent below 
the local authority average, 
and 8.58 per cent below the 
national average. And 20.88 
per cent of students received 

no awards, above the authority 
average of 16.53 per cent, and 
national average of 14 per cent.

Islay and Tobermory high 
schools saw 100 per cent of 
their students pass National 
4. At National 5, Islay saw a 
fall in students attaining A-C 
awards from 85.5 per cent in 
2015 to 82.35 per cent this 
year, while Tobermory saw 
a rise from 85.4 per cent to 
86.52 per cent, but both island 
schools sit above the national 
average of 79.4 per cent.

At Highers, Islay’s A-C 
awards dropped from 78.6 
per cent to 76.88 per cent, and 
Tobermory fell, too, from 88.7 
per cent to 87.91 per cent, but 
was still well above a national 
average of 77.2 per cent. 

There was an even larger con-
trast at Advanced Higher level, 
where just 40 per cent of pupils 
sitting those exams at Islay High 
and 42.86 per cent at Tobermory 

High received A-C awards, 
far below the national average 
of 81.7 per cent. However, the 
report notes that due to the 
small number of pupils taking 
Advanced Highers, ‘the statisti-
cal variances can be significant. 
Some pupils are given the op-
portunity to attempt a level such 
as Advanced Higher that they 
may find challenging to pass as 
it may be their last opportunity 
to do so. Schools offer the pupils 
the opportunity to sit the exam 
to improve their positive desti-
nation chances, such as access 
to higher or further education.’

Tiree High School, where pu-
pil numbers taking exams often 
fell below the limit of five to be 
registered, scored 100 per cent 
in National 4 passes and in Na-
tional 5 A-C awards, 78.57 per 
cent in Higher A-C grades, and 
again 100 per cent at Advanced 
Higher A-C awards – thanks to 
just one pupil.

There were no empty seats at the Hope Kitchen fashion show on Friday last week. M&Co in Oban was packed with people eager to see the models on the runway 
at the charity event. Lorraine McCormick, manager at Hope Kitchen, said the event was a great success, raising £365 which will provide Christmas food parcels and 
presents to the families and children it supports. Any remaining money will be spent on Hope Kitchen’s new premises. Several businesses, including Tesco, M&Co 

and Oban Distillery, donated money. The event was so successful that Hope Kitchen is already thinking about having another fashion show next Christmas.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

ADVERTORIAL
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Speed campaign is launched
A CAMPAIGN has been 
launched to stop speeding 
drivers in a residential area of 
Oban.

Residents of Rhuvaal Road 
and those living near Glengal-
lan Road are being asked to 
sign a petition urging people to 
stop speeding along Glengallan 
Road and through the industri-
al estate. 

According to the petition, 
many pets have been killed or 
injured on the road, and ‘if the 
road keeps being used the way 
it is, someone is bound to get 
seriously injured’, it says. 

Anna Cameron, who lives 
on Rhuvaal Road, started the 
petition. 

She said: ‘I’m concerned 
nobody will take notice until 
something tragic happens. 

‘Many residents in the area 
believe there should be a speed 
camera, speed bumps or some-
thing better than a roundabout 
and some signs to deter these 
negligent and reckless drivers.

‘Children often wander onto 
the road from Rhuvaal Road, 
where I live. They go there to 
play. There are a lot of domestic 
cats who roam the area as well, 
and, unfortunately, with the 
road having no speed deterrents 
apart from two roundabouts 

which get used as a playground 
for the speeders, there has been 
countless animals getting run 
over. 

‘The speeding happens at 
night time and as there aren’t 
police patrolling this area most 
of the time, the offenders know 
they won’t get caught, so there 
is nothing stopping them from 
using the road as a race track.’

Jordan Alba Strang, agrees 
that the road is being abused by 
speeding drivers on a regular 
basis and said that it is unac-
ceptable. 

Mr Strang said: ‘The petition 
could safe lives and stop people 
getting injured on what should 
be a quiet street.’ 

The petition continues: 
‘Enough is enough, it has 
gone on for long enough and 
something needs to change for 
everyone. 

‘The offenders don’t need to 
face finding their family pet 
injured or dead on the road. 
They don’t need to be the ones 
who tell their children that their 
cat/dog/pet is dead. 

‘They aren’t worrying about 
their children’s safety as they 
play outside.

‘It sounds brutal, but it is 
the reality for the families on 
Rhuvaal Road and surrounding 
areas who have been affected by 
this negligent driving.’

The area is home to families 

with children of all ages and is 
a popular road for dog walkers. 
Anna Cameron says the com-
munity is determined to find 
a solution to combat the issue, 
which they claim is only getting 
worse with time. 

So far the petition has been 
signed by 48 people.

Argyll and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara has raised the issue at 
the local police office  and has 
asked to be informed if there 
are any further incidents. 

He said: ‘Action is being taken 
and hopefully something good 
comes from this.’ 

To sign the petition, visit www.
change.org /p/s top - danger-
ous-speeding-on-glengallan-rd

Feeling festive: St Conan’s is tree-mendous and Soroba gets switched on

Soroba residents and children celebrate their Christmas lights being switched on and, inset, Tina Ahmed and Jean Campbell enjoy 
getting stuck into the mince pies, while George Berry shows o�  his festive style. Pictures: Kevin McGlynn

St Conan’s Kirk at Lochawe held its tree festival at the weekend, 
at which Tarbert Ladies Choir entertained, top, and which drew 
entries from The Oban Times, left, and Oban High School, and 

joiners A MacIntyre & Sons. Visit www.obantimes.co.uk.

Gaelic 
forum is 
started

MSP to target 
nuisance calls

ARGYLL and Bute Council 
has launched a Gaelic Facebook 
forum to enable people to share 
their Ga elic news and provide 
a platform for developing the 
language in their communities.

The forum comes as a result 
of a decision made when the 
council held its first Gaelic 
Gathering in August.

The policy lead for community 
and culture, Councillor Robin 
Currie, said: ‘The creation of 
an Argyll and Bute Gaelic 
Forum on Facebook means 
people can share all the exciting 
Gaelic things that are hap pening 
every day here in Argyll and 
Bute and find out what’s going 
on elsewhere.

‘It will provide better network-
ing and will be used as a central 
point where people can discuss 
opportunities for developing the 
language in our communities, 
in our schools and amongst our 
businesses.

‘I would urge everyone with 
an interest in Gaelic to follow 
the page and keep up to date 
with the latest Gaelic develop-
ments and also, very important-
ly, start discussions on issues 
that are important to the Gaelic 
communities in Argyll and 
Bute.’

Visit https://www.facebook.
com/groups/1864198800533334.

Dunbeg scientists at forefront 
of international Arctic project

Call for review of complaint 
about councillor voted down

THE Scottish Association 
for Marine Science based at 
Dunbeg is part of a major new 
project in the Arctic. 

SAMS scientists will be part 
of the initiative to improve 
detailed understanding of 
the processes and impacts 
of changing climate and to 
construct better long-term 
forecast systems for the 
increasingly extreme weather 
of the Arctic and the wider 
northern hemisphere.

The project, called Blue-Ac-
tion, is a four-year research 
and innovations effort funded 
by the European Union’s Hori-
zon 2020 programme with 7.5 
million euros of investment. 
It brings together 116 experts 
from 40 organisations in 17 

countries on three continents 
working in academia, local 
authorities and maritime 
industries. 

Dr Anuschka Miller from 
SAMS said: ‘Some of our most 
senior physical oceanogra-
phers contribute to the data 
collection and modelling of the 
ocean currents that connect us 
here so very directly with the 
Arctic.

‘We are also involved in the 
communication and stakehold-
er engagement of the Blue-Ac-
tion project, where we will 
consult with the people living 
and working in these northern 
regions that experience the 
world’s most dramatic climatic 
changes so they can influence 
the kind of information and 

the format in which forecast 
systems operate.

‘It’s a hugely ambitious EU 
project and one we are very 
proud to be part of.’

Pooling their expertise, skills, 
approaches and networks, the 
partners aim to improve how 
we describe, model and pre-
dict the weather and climate 
on seasonal to decadal time 
scales in the Arctic and over 
the northern hemisphere. 
This information will allow 
communities and businesses in 
Eurasia and North America to 
develop and plan their activi-
ties better.

The project began on De-
cember 1, but the Blue-Action 
kick-off meeting will be held 
from January 18 to 20 in Berlin.

ARGYLL and Bute MSP 
Michael Russell has pledged to 
support Scottish Government 
efforts to cut down on nuisance 
calls after it was announced that 
a new commission is meeting to 
tackle the issue in Scotland. 

Mr Russell plans to raise the 
problem of the calls in Argyll 
and Bute with the Nuisance 
Calls Commission, and invites 
any constituents to get in touch. 

To contact Mr Russell, go to 
http://www.michaelrussellmsp.
scot/contact-me or call 01369 
702011.

A CALL for an independent 
review of the complaint by 
council officers into Councillor 
Michael Breslin’s conduct has 
been defeated in Kilmory Cas-
tle chamber.

Councillor Breslin was 
cleared of five of six charges of 
breaching the  code of conduct 
in October. A hearing of the 
Standards Commission for 
Scotland cleared Mr Breslin 
on the grounds he was entitled 
to make robust comments to 
council officials under Article 
10 of the European Convention 
on Human Rights.

But the panel did censure the 
independent Argyll and Bute 
councillor for one breach of 
failing to treat an officer with 
respect. Councillor Breslin, it 
said, had breached the code in 
‘in respect of an email he sent to 
the council’s head of governance 
[Charles Reppke] on December 
29, 2014.

‘Councillor Breslin chose to 
circulate the email to a number 
of individuals, which resulted 
in the email being published on 
the ForArgyll website before 
the head of governance had 

the opportunity to reply. Publi-
cation on this website resulted 
in highly critical comments 
being directed at the head of 
governance. This demonstrated 
a lack of courtesy and respect to 
the officer.

The hearing panel considered 
that, by his actions, Councillor 
Breslin had undermined mutual 
trust and respect between him-
self and a senior officer.’

In a statement to the full Ar-
gyll and Bute Council meeting 
in Kilmory Castle on Thursday 
November 24, chief executive 
Cleland Sneddon said sugges-
tions the action was ‘politically 
motivated or coordinated’ are 
‘inaccurate and untrue – any 
repetition of such allegations 
given this clear statement will be 
a deliberate misrepresentation.

‘Recent communications 
suggested the outcome has been 
an exoneration of the elected 
member or a vindication of his 
behaviours. The outcome is 
that a number of breaches put 
to them were not found to have 
been established, and that one 
of the breaches put forward by 
the commissioner was found 

and a sanction imposed which 
hopefully members will reflect 
on. There are no grounds for 
any compensation to be paid 
by officers who exercised their 
rights.’ 

He added that conducting an 
independent inquiry into the 
officers’ conduct would penalise 
them exercising their rights and 
‘send a message to your employ-
ees that they can be subjected 
to threatening or intimidatory 
behaviours or public criticism 
which they are unable to answer 
and if they seek protection they 
would risk being the subject of 
investigation’.

A motion was then put forward 
noting the verdict and confirm-
ing the council’s ‘confidence 
that council officers have and 
will continue to behave profes-
sionally and engage appropri-
ately with all elected members’.

It also affirmed ‘that every 
citizen, including council offi-
cers, if they have concerns about 
the behaviour or actions of an 
elected member, has the right 
to make representations with 
the commissioner for ethical 
standards in public life’.

KATRINA RASMUSSEN
krasmussen@obantimes.co.uk

Nurse is 
best in 
Britain
A MARIE CURIE nurse who 
works in Argyll has been recog-
nised for her work with people 
living with a terminal illness after 
she was named joint winner of 
the Going the Extra Mile Award 
at Marie Curie’s annual Peacock 
Awards. 

Margaret Ann Norrie, who lives 
in Alexandria but works across 
Argyll and Bute, attended the 
awards at the British Museum in 
London. She joined the charity 
in 2008 and regularly travels 40 
miles to visit patients in their 
homes. 

After collecting her award, 
alongside joint winner Tracy 
Tucker from Wales, she said: ‘It 
was lovely to meet so many people 
interested in and supportive of 
the work of Marie Curie. As a 
lone worker in a rural area, it was 
great to meet the other nominees 
and be reminded that there are 
many roles within the charity, as 
well as the team based in London. 
I was very pleased to have shared 
the award with Tracy and for 
both efforts to be recognised and 
rewarded.’ 

Dee Sissions, executive director 
of nursing at Marie Curie, added: 
‘It was such a wonderful evening 
and I was delighted to be able to 
present Margaret Ann with her 
award. It is always an honour to 
attend events like the Peacock 
Awards and I feel it is important 
that we celebrate the fantastic 
work of the individuals and teams 
working in Marie Curie’s Caring 
Services, who provide care to 
so many people with a terminal 
illness and their loved ones.’ 

Margaret Ann with her award.

There are fears for the safety 
of children and pets on 

Glengallan Road.

£6.99
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£2.99
save £3.51
LYNX Duo Black,  
Black Night & Africa
RRP £6.50

£19.99*

save £42.01
Roberto Cavalli
EDP 75ml
RRP £62.00

£14.99*

save £18.01
DKNY Women
EDP 50ml
RRP £33.00

£39.00
save £16.00
Michael Bublé ‘By 
Invitation’ EDP Set 100ml
RRP £55.00

£11.99
save £8.00
Garnier Miracle  
Skin Set
RRP £19.99

£20.00
half price
Oral B Stages Frozen & 
Star Wars Toothbrush
was £40.00
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Glam Set
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£6.99
save £3.00
Old Spice  
Aftershave Set
RRP £9.99

* Offers available until  
Sun, 11th December

16 George Street, Oban
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Old estate boundaries
LAND boundaries, or marches as they are called 
in Scotland, have been a source of trouble from the 
beginning of time. 

In his book on the origin of the inequality of man-
kind, philosopher and writer Jean Jacques Rousseau 
(1712-78) said: ‘The first man who, having enclosed a 
piece of ground, bethought himself of saying this is 
mine and found people simple enough to believe him 
was the real founder of civil society.’  

Before the days of accurate mapping it was the 
custom when land changed hands for the new owner 
to walk the boundaries with his family, the factor 
and the outgoing proprietor. Fixing and checking hill 
boundaries was a way of preventing encroachment by 
neighbouring deer-stalkers, shepherds, cattle graziers 
and goat-herds. 

Sometimes boundary markers would be moved, or 
fences and walls taken down, so a folk memory of the 
true extent of an estate was necessary to maintain the 
integrity of its borders in oral tradition. 

Estate boundaries often followed natural ridges.

On large properties the line often followed ridges of 
land that separated waters flowing to different rivers, 
basins and lochs called ‘watersheds’. 

In places where these natural features were vague 
and open to dispute, some of the party, usually, young 
men, were often taken hold of and beaten to make 
them remember the spot years later, giving rise to the 
expression ‘beating the bounds’. Sometimes fires were 
lit on important points leaving charcoal which would 
remain there for centuries.

In England many parishes still carry out a regular 
beating of the bounds as a way of strengthening the 
community and giving it a sense of place. In the Scot-
tish Borders the ceremony of the colourful Common 
Riding, which goes back to the 13th and 14th centuries, 
takes place every year to commemorate local legend, 
history and tradition. 

In 1982, when the late John Yeoman of Foster Yeo-
man Limited bought the high and rugged 6,000 acre 
Glensanda Estate from the executors of Arthur Strutt 
of Kingairloch to build a quarry on, which has brought 
wealth and stable employment to the area, he asked 
me to point out the marches. 

I told him about the old tradition and encouraged 
him to bring his board of directors up from Somerset 
to walk the boundaries. 

He looked at me askance and asked if I really wanted 
to kill them all off. It wasn’t until later, when I saw 
that most of them were either of pensionable age or 
hadn’t missed many lunches, did I fully appreciate the 
stupidity of my suggestion.

The western boundary of Glensanda, formerly part 
of Kingairloch, marches with Ardtornish Estate. 

On the southern slopes of Beinn a Chaisil, not far 
above Loch nan Sula Bige, there is a piece of ground 
where the march, which is also the parish boundary 
between Morvern and Ardgour, is described on the 
1872 Six inch to the Mile Ordnance Survey maps, as 
‘undefined’. 

Along this route there are seven small boulders with 
capital letters ‘K’ [Kingairloch] and ‘A’ [Ardtornish] 
carved on either side. Evidently the place, which used 
to be popular with deer, had been the source of some 
disagreement between the estate stalkers at one time. 

The eastern boundary of Glensanda is a ravine 
through which a burn tumbles into Loch Linnhe. A 
few yards before it disgorges into the sea, it spreads 
out like a fan. 

In a hollow in this gravel outwash are the ruins of a 
tiny cottage last occupied by an elderly woman of the 
name of Maclean. 

The story goes that the day before the factor of Kin-
gairloch usually called to collect her rent, she would 
go up the hill and divert the burn with a large stone, 
effectively making her a tenant in Glensanda. As soon 
as the Kingairloch man disappeared, she moved the 
stone back again so that when the Glensanda factor 
turned up, he was told that by an act of Providence 
she was in Kingairloch that year. By outwitting both 
parties in this way she lived there rent free until she 
died.

Tempers often flared up between neighbours over 
boundary issues. Two Moidart estate owners in the 
early 1900s appeared to have enjoyed parting with 
their wealth in the Court of Session over ridiculously 
small bits of land. 

I once looked at a piece of nondescript ground which 
was in dispute for years. It was no more than 100 yards 
long and five yards wide consisting of just heather, 
rock and bog and wouldn’t have produced enough 
grass to feed half a dozen rabbits, let alone a sheep or 
a stag. The point at issue was whether the boundary 
was an old wire fence or the burn. 

In the end both parties settled out of court and the 
only winners were the advocates. 

So heated became another march issue that one 
owner sent the other a letter which read: ‘I have never 
in my experience known of anyone, laying claim to the 
position of a gentleman, behaving in the manner in 
which Mr ----- has thought fit to do in this matter. I 
decline to take further notice of his letter.’

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

ARGYLL Holidays won two awards at the Visit Scot-
land Thistle Awards and the Scottish Outdoor Leisure 
Awards. 

Ross Coutts was named Rising Star at the Visit Scot-
land Thistle Awards. The 27-year-old digital marketing 
assistant from Lochgoilhead picked up the award on  
November 25, at the ceremony held in the Grand Cen-
tral Hotel in Glasgow. 

On November 27 Argyll Holidays picked up its second 
award of the week at the Scottish Outdoor Leisure 
Awards. Held in the Glasgow Marriott Hotel, the 
evening celebrated the very best outdoor leisure and 
trade businesses, as voted for by their customers. 

Lisa Allan-Downie, head of marketing at Argyll Hol-
idays, said: ‘Tourism in Scotland is teeming with a host 
of fantastic businesses and organisations so to even be 
nominated for multiple awards in this competitive cli-
mate is a real honour. At Argyll Holidays we continually 
strive to make sure our guests have a fantastic time while 
visiting, and to be recognised for our efforts – against 
such stiff competition – is a real coup for the business 
and tourism in the area.’

THE MONTHLY meeting of Appin SWI was held on 
Thursday November 24 in Port Appin hall.

President Doreen Evans was delighted to welcome 
back an old friend of the institute, Margaret Whitton.

Margaret, as always, gave a most entertaining and 
productive evening. Amid much laughter, attractive 
Christmas wreaths were made by everyone to add to 
their decorations at home.

Margaret, who had come along at short notice, was 
thanked by Linda Macleod.

Competition results: flowers, a corsage – gold Myra 
MacDougall, silver Alison MacCorquodale, Linda 
MacLeod. 

AN OBAN police officer wants to find 
premises for a new youth club to prevent 
bored young people turning to drink, 
drugs and crime. 

In October Constable Claire Brown 
joined Police Scotland’s new team of 
youth engagement officers in Argyll 
and Bute, Helensburgh, Dumbarton 
and Clydebank. They are dedicated to 
preventing young people committing 
offences, rather than just policing the 
crimes afterwards.

The officers want to break down barriers 
between the police and young people and 
are therefore keen to be approachable, 
visible and active in events on their beats.

In her first two months, the experienced 
PC Brown has already been busy helping 
projects around Oban, Lorn and the Isles.

‘We want to open up options in Oban,’ 
she explained. ‘There is a group of young-
sters who are not being reached. They 
are drinking alcohol and taking drugs, 
because they are saying they are bored. 
They are wandering aimlessly, because 
they do not have stuff to do. 

‘We need to reduce the temptation of 
drug and alcohol abuse by providing them 
with things to do.’ 

One way would be to create a drop-in 
youth club, she said, where teenagers can 
relax with wifi, pool tables and computer 
games. 

PC Brown is approaching businesses on 
the hunt for empty, low-budget premises, 
furniture and entertainments and part-
nership organisations. 

‘Rather than saying there is nowhere to 
go, let’s work together and get something 
sorted,’ she said.

As well as the youth club, PC Brown 

EIGHT Oban High School 
students, plus eight mums 
and teachers, raised an 
incredible £4,216 running 
10km at the Loch Ness 
Marathon in September, for 
the CLIC Sargent cancer 
charity. 

Inspired by their friend 
and fellow pupil Laura 
Campbell, the runners 
doubled their £2,000 target 
for the charity which helps 
and supports young people 
suffering from cancer.

Laura, from Oban, was di-
agnosed with leukemia for 
the third time in her life, but 
thanks to a stem cell donor 
underwent a bone marrow 
transplant in October.

Laura and her friends 
began a campaign to 
recruit more lifesaving 
blood donors to register on 
the Anthony Nolan stem 
cell register and many 
also fundraised for CLIC 
Sargent.

Laura received a surprise 
in the post last month when 
a letter arrived from Argyll 
and Bute MP Brendan 
O’Hara, who had put for-
ward an early day motion 
in the House of Commons 
on October 25 commend-
ing Laura’s extraordinary 
efforts recruiting donors 
for the Anthony Nolan stem 
cell register.

The full motion, support-
ed by 22 MPs, read: ‘That 

OBAN High School held their Duke 
of Edinburgh Awards ceremony on 
Tuesday November 22, to celebrate 
the success, dedication and commit-
ment of the young people who have 
worked hard to obtain this prestigious 
award.

The award gives young people the 
chance to develop skills for work and 
life, fulfil their potential and have a 
brighter future. To complete a Duke 
of Edinburgh Award, pupils need to 
plan and take part in expeditions, 
volunteering themselves to help oth-

ers, improve a skill and take part in a 
physical activity, and show a minimum 
of three months commitment for each 
section. They also need to communi-
cate with adults, collect assessors re-
ports, fill their computer profile with 
evidence in the form of films, pictures 
and text, work very closely with others 
and keep to deadlines.

Huge congratulations to the follow-
ing pupils who have completed their 
Bronze Award, many of whom are 
now working on their D of E Silver 
Award: Katie Barlow, Ian Barlow, 

Sandy Bavington, Man Bista, Kenny 
Black, Christy Cameron, Stuart 
Campbell, Neve Davies, Rianna 
George, Isla Head, Emily Hunter, 
Cameron Laurie, Alasdair Lilley, 
Kirsty MacArthur, Jack MacGregor, 
Katie Mcgowan, Ross McLeish, 
Niamh McQuade, Heanock Mekon-
nen, Wiktoria Morawska, Brodie 
Morton, Angus Neil, Benjamin Pol-
ley, Ceri Powell, Becky Scott, Eilidh 
Shearer, Ewan Shearer, Jodie Sloss, 
Grace Thompson, Alasdair Trafford, 
and Kelsey Whitlow.

Lisa McColl, Lisa MacKenzie and Billie Kirkham ran the 
The Beast Race, an epic 10k obstacle race over rough 
terrain and dirt tracks along the banks of Loch Ness 

and raised £1,040 for the MS Therapy Centre in Oban. 
The centre was established in 1989 to provide support 

to those in Oban living with Multiple Sclerosis. It is 
totally self-funding, applying for grants, fundraising 

and receiving donations to help provide oxygen 
treatment to MS clients. The centre thanks the girls for 

their generous donation.

Appin

this House congratulates 
16-year-old Laura Campbell 
from Oban who through her 
campaign, Laura’s Appeal, 
successfully persuaded 212 
local people, including 101 
of her fellow pupils at Oban 
High School, to register 
as potential bone marrow 
donors; applauds the 
remarkable support given 
to Laura and her family 
by the people of Oban and 
Lorn, particularly the con-
tribution of watch manager 
John Sweeney and everyone 

at Oban Community Fire 
Station, who gave up so 
much of their time to make 
the appeal such a success; 
further applauds Laura’s 
selflessness in launching the 
appeal despite already hav-
ing a suitable bone marrow 
donor in place; commends 
her bravery given that this is 
the third time in her young 
life that Laura has had to 
fight leukaemia; and sends 
its very best wishes to Laura 
as she is currently undergo-
ing treatment in the Royal 

Police offi cer in bid to 
set up new youth club

has also been working with projects to 
provide a new skate park and a midnight 
football league in Oban, and there will be 
updates on their progress to come. 

PC Brown said: ‘I am hoping young peo-
ple or anyone with any concerns about 
young people will come and speak to me 
about any issues they might have.’

Oban High School pupils with their Duke of Edinburgh Awards.

Youth engagement o�  cer Claire Brown.

Award winners celebrate success 

Left to right: Kayti Mackinnon, Fiona McLean, Sandra McAllister, Lucy Hennessy, 
Julie Keen, Beth Campbell, Keira MacIntyre and Olivia MacLeod present the cheque 

to Laura Campbell at Oban High School.

On the run for cancer charity

Obstacles no barrier 
to MS centre boost

Argyll

Hospital for Sick Children 
in Glasgow.’ The Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service 
also received the Anthony 
Nolan award for recruiter of 
the year in November. 

Over the last seven years, 
their events have recruited 
7,600 people to the register, 
with 20 of those going on to 
provide a potentially life-
saving stem cell transplant.

Keep track of Laura, her 
friends and her family’s 
campaign at their Facebook 
page called Laura’s Appeal.
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Stop the Quarry!
in Glen Creran, Appin
On 1 December 2016 in the Oban Times we asked the Belgian landowner Baron Dominique Collinet and the directors of 
A&L McRae Ltd, Alan and Linda McRae, to please listen to the overwhelming number of public objections to their planning 
application and to withdraw. Please see their responses below.

Time is running out to let your voice be heard so do not delay, visit the 
link below, read about the damaging consequences and what other 
people are saying, and if you agree object now!

www.quarryprotest.com
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THE AREAS covered by two 
Lochaber community councils 
will be split in half if proposed 
boundary changes are ap-
proved.

Kilmallie, and Spean Bridge, 
Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
community councils could see 
their area divided between 
Argyll and Bute and Lochaber, 
and Inverness and Skye constit-
uencies. 

Christine Hutchison, chair-

THREE hundred pupils have taken part in this year’s 
keenly anticipated Lochaber Dance Platform. 

The event, which took place at Lochaber High School, 
saw three nights of performance, showcasing an electric 
mix of dance and costume, with the girls from Ballet West, 
right, performing. 

Banavie, Bun Sgoil Gaidhlig Loch Aber, Caol, Inver-
lochy, Invergarry, Lundavra, Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge, St 
Columba’s and Lochaline Primary Schools all took part in 
after-school dance sessions, run by Lochaber High, giving 
them a chance to perform. Groups including Lochaber 
Gymnastics Club, Ballet West, ConnXion (majorettes), 
Ben Nevis All-Stars (cheerleading), Bunsgoil Keltica 
Dannsa (Irish dance), and Nevis School of Highland 
Dancing took part. New to the event this year were the 
Feis Lochaber Scottish Step Dancers, and Highland 
Dancers from the Jane Douglas School of Dance. 

For a full gallery of pictures head to The Oban Times 
website.

Lochaber boundary split fears
woman of Kilmallie Com-
munity Council, attended a 
public hearing on the proposed 
changes at the Town House 
in Inverness on Monday, with 
Lyn Kilpatrick who spoke on 
behalf of Kilmallie Community 
Council. 

Ms Hutchison said: ‘Instead 
of five constituencies in the 
Highlands there would be four, 
with Lochaber split between 
Argyll and Bute and Lochaber, 
Inverness and Skye. Kilmallie 
would be split between the two 
constituencies, with those who 
are moved to Inverness and 

Skye losing their Lochaber 
status.’

Expressing her personal views 
and not those of the community 
council, Ms Hutchison said: ‘I 
would rather Kilmallie stayed as 
a unit and that Lochaber wasn’t 
split. 

‘I think the changes are going 
to make things more confusing 
for people. 

‘Whatever area we are in, we 
are going to be at the limit of 
that area. Just now we are at the 
limit of Inverness who ignore 
us, so will it be the same with 
Argyll and Bute? 

‘All the community council 
can do is put it to the community 
and hope people will respond.’ 

The community council is 
holding a public consultation 
to give people the chance to see 
what is being proposed. 

The drop-in event will be held 
at Kilmallie community centre 
on Wednesday December 14, 
between 7pm-9pm.

Similar concerns were raised 
at Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council’s November meetings 
when chairman John Fother-
ingham explained that the pro-

posals show the majority of the 
community council would be in 
the Skye and Inverness constit-
uency, with Corrour Estate and 
Loch Treig in Argyll, Bute and 
Lochaber.

The community council is 
canvassing for opinion on the 
matter.

Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP 
Ian Blackford gave a statement 
to the Boundaries Commission 
which said: ‘In the case of Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber, the con-
stituency office is in Dingwall. 
There are a number of constit-
uents who visit the constituency 

office daily. These constituents 
primarily come from Dingwall 
and the surrounding area. 

It is a near two-hour drive to 
Fort William and three hours 
to the north of Skye. Voters in 
all parts of the constituency 
deserve to have local access to 
their member of Parliament.’

The 12-week public consul-
tation on the changes will run 
until January 11, 2017.

Members of the public and in-
terested parties can get further 
information and submit views 
on the commission’s interactive 
portal at www.bcs2018.org.uk.

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Dancers show o�  
variety of talent

A MAN who whistled loudly 
in his crying baby’s face and 
assaulted his former partner 
has been ordered to complete 
150 hours of unpaid work.

At Fort William Sheriff 
Court on Tuesday, Aidan 
MacLean Stewart of Shaw 
Place admitted pushing his 
former partner and causing 
her fear and alarm. 

The 20-year-old had been 
arguing with his then partner 
of two years on September 10 
because he wanted to go to a 
party instead of looking after 
his child. The woman asked 
MacLean Stewart to hold the 
distressed baby. He put the 
boy on the couch and whistled 
loudly in his face, causing him 
to become more upset.  

The court also heard Mac-
Lean Stewart had pushed 
the woman to the ground 
and on November 6 he had 
entered her home uninvited 
and smashed ornaments and 
a candle holder to the ground.

Solicitor Hamish Melrose 
said MacLean Stewart took 
full responsibility for the of-
fences. He now has full time 
employment at The Moorings 
hotel and has organised 
supervised visits with his son.

Unpaid 
work for 
assault

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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TWO CARS were vandalised in 
Spean Bridge last Sunday.

In the early hours of Decem-
ber 4, someone wearing dark 
clothes was seen running from 
the scene at Altour Gardens, 
Spean Bridge, where the cars 
were damaged.

SOMETIME between Sep-
tember and November 
a shed at the back of the 
Leven Centre, Kinlochleven, 
was broken into.

Contact police on 101 if you 
saw anything suspicious.

AN 85-YEAR-OLD Fort Wil-
liam man said he might never 
drive again as a sheriff banned 
him from the roads for a year 
and fined him £500.

Robert MacLeod from 
Seaview Terrace appeared in 
Fort William Sheriff Court 
on Monday after admitting 
being involved in a collision 
with another car after driving 
dangerously in May this year.

The court heard the widower 

POLICE
FILES

Norovirus closes hospital ward 
A HOSPITAL ward was forced to close and visitors asked to stay 
away to stop the spread of a bug.

Six patients in Raigmore’s Ward 2A were a� ected with sickness 
and diarrhoea  and it was closed to new admissions on December 
1.  Two of those patients in the Inverness hospital tested positive 
for norovirus.

Dr Chin Lim said: ‘By restricting visiting to the a� ected area it 
helps hospital sta�  protect the health, privacy and dignity of 
our patients. We would also ask that people do not come to the 
hospital to visit if they have, or live with someone who has had 
any vomiting or diarrhoea within the previous 48 hours. 

A MAN who was warned a 
custodial sentence was a real 
option after he assaulted a 
minor has avoided a prison 
sentence.

Last month, George Pen-
dreigh, from Morar, was 
found guilty of assaulting a 
17-year-old girl on May 13, 
2016, in Mallaig. At that 
time, Sheriff William Taylor 
ordered a social background 
report on the 57-year-old and 
told him to appear back in 
Fort William court on Tues-
day (December 6) to hear his 
fate.

Solicitor Hamish Melrose 
began to tell the court a re-
port had been completed but 
Sheriff Taylor finished the 
sentence by saying it [the re-
port] had outlined Pendreigh 
as a victim and added ‘it does 
him no good’.

Sheriff Taylor reminded 
Pendreigh he had reviewed 
the evidence given during 
the trial on November 9, that 
he had rejected Pendreigh’s 
testimony and absolutely 
rejected the account given by 
his son.  

Pendreigh’s behaviour 
was described as ‘utterly 
transparent and utterly 
disgraceful’ and the sheriff 
said Pendreigh’s son hardly 
recognised the script he had 
been told to read.

The sheriff concluded Pen-
drigh should complete 250 
hours of unpaid work within 
a year and explained: ‘I was 
very tempted to give you a 
custodial sentence but I feel 
the following disposition may 
have a greater, more lasting 
effect on you.

‘If you fail to do it, this 
court might find there simply 
is no option but to order the 
alternative.’

The order will be reviewed 
on March 28 when Pendreigh 
is due to attend.

A LOCHABER Sea Cadet is the 
first in her group to gain  a new 
qualification.

Ordinary cadet Emma Watchman 
of Lochaber’s TS St Christopher is 
the first cadet in Lochaber to gain 
the BTEC Teamwork, Personal 
Skills and Citizenship in Uniformed 
Youth Organisations award as part 
of her training course.

The course included modules 
in team working, goal setting, 
volunteer working, citizenship and 
ceremonial skills.

Emma said: ‘I’m really pleased to 
have got this. It was great fun doing 
all the courses that I needed and to 

get this qualification was an extra 
bonus.’ Lieutenant Derrick Warner, 
the unit’s commanding officer, said: 
‘It’s great that Emma is the first of 
our cadets to gain this award. Many 
of the qualifications we award are 
internationally recognised and will 
help cadets gain places at university 
or find employment.’

The unit is looking for adult 
instructors, especially females.In-
structors don’t need to be an expert 
sailor or ex-military as full training 
will be given. Anyone interested 
should call in to the Fort William 
Cadet Centre on Croft Road on 
Tuesday or Thursday evenings.

Dangerous driver, 85, in no 
hurry to get back on road 

had been travelling northbound 
on the A82 at Loch Ba near 
Glencoe on May 21 around 
10.15am. He pulled out onto 
the opposite side of the road to 
overtake two cars when he was 
spotted by police officers in a 
stationary unmarked patrol car.  

MacLeod’s manoeuvre was 
said to have startled a car trav-
elling south who flashed their 
lights. 

MacLeod attempted to return 
his side of the road but didn’t 
have enough room to cut back 
in and collided with the front 

offside of the car which had 
been travelling in front.

Procurator fiscal Martine 
Eastwood explained the police 
had pulled MacLeod over using 
blue lights when he told officers 
‘I know, it was stupid.’

Solicitor Stephen Kennedy told 
the sheriff MacLeod had had a 
licence since he was around 16, 
before official tests had taken 
place. 

This was the first incident he 
had been involved in and his 
first time in court.

It was heard MacLeod had 

spent time driving for the fire 
brigade and was experienced in 
driving small and large vehicles.  

MacLeod had been driving 
home after visiting his family, 
there was no medical reason for 
the incident and that speed was 
not a contributory factor.

Mr Kennedy also told the 
court the damage to the cars had 
not been significant and that  
MacLeod had not realised there 
had been a collision. 

He was actually surprised to 
see the damage when he was 
pulled over.

Before Sheriff William Taylor 
disqualified MacLeod for a 
year, ordered him to take an 
extended test and pay the fine, 
Mr Kennedy also explained 
Mac Leod had been deeply shak-
en by the incident, to the extent 
that even after serving a ban he 
was in no hurry to return to the 
driving seat.

The sheriff said MacLeod’s 
fine would have been signifi-
cantly higher had it not been 
for his responsible attitude but  
added: ‘My hands are tied by the 
law on how I deal with the case.’

Unpaid 
work 
instead of 
jail term

THERE were tonnes of tartan on view 
last week in Banavie as the local school 
celebrated Scotland’s patron saint.

Primary school pupils held a series of 
events around November 30 to mark 
Saint Andrew’s Day. Pupils played 

musical instruments and performed tra-
ditional dancing at a concert. More than 
£110 was raised at a tuck shop organised 

by P3/4 with the money to be used for 
a new digital camera. Parents of P2/3 
pupils provided baking for the day.

A MAN found by police to 
have a knife and drugs in his 
possession has been admon-
ished.

Scott MacLeod was spotted 
on CCTV lying in Morrisons 
car park in Fort William in 
the early hours of April 21. 

MacLeod, 47, told police 
he was looking for a place to 
stay and he was taken to Bank 
Street lodge where he was 
asked if he had any cannabis 
on him to which he admitted: 
‘I have smoke.’  

MacLeod was taken to the 
police station where it was 
found he had a 3.5-inch knife 
and 1.5 grams of cannabis 
resin.

After reading a social 
background report, Sheriff 
William Taylor told MacLeod 
last Tuesday in Fort William 
Sheriff Court that he was very 
sympathetic to his position. 

The sheriff added: ‘The 
report tells me a great deal 
about you.  

‘Taking that into consider-
ation and the fact you were 
kept in custody for a short pe-
riod, I think the right course 
of action is to admonish you.’

The children practise their best moves for the traditional ceilidh. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Court let 
off for  
drug and 
knife man

 Petty O�  cer Derick Campbell 
presents Emma with her award.

Cadet Emma leads the way

Highland taxi fares could jump by 10p a mile

Tartan touch as pupils celebrate St Andrew

TAXI users may soon be expect-
ed to pay an extra 10 pence per 
mile following an annual review. 

The Highland Licensing Com-
mit tee (HLC) has proposed 
changes to take effect from the 
end of March next year and would 
see the running mileage from 
rising £1.40 to £1.50 per mile.

Credit charges are also likely 
to be altered in that they can 

only be applied if the customer 
is informed of the amount at the 
time of booking or before the 
journey commences.

A suggestion to increase the 
soiling charge from a maximum 
of £60 to a maximum of £100 
has been lodged and members 
also agreed that the taxi tariff 
card wording will be amended 
to clarify that the tariff charged 

is a combination of both time 
and distance.

The council said that, in 
reviewing the fares, it had taken 
into account increases in the 
costs of operating taxis, such as 
rising diesel, petrol and overall 
vehicle running costs.

Councillor Ian Cockburn, 
from HLC, added: ‘Members of 
the licensing committee have to 

weigh up the differing wishes of 
taxi operators with the expecta-
tions of the public. It is impor-
tant that anyone who uses taxis 
– especially those who depend 
on them for regular use – checks 
out the proposed new tariff and 
makes their comments known.’

Full details of the draft new 
taxi tariff will be promoted by 
the council during this month 

and will be published on the 
council’s website.

Members of the public will 
have until early January 2017 
to respond to the proposals. 
Responses will be reported back 
to the HLC on Tuesday February 
7 with a proposed implementa-
tion – subject to no appeal to the 
Traffic Commission being made 
by the end of March 2017.

WEST Highland Gas has been oper-
ating since the 1960s as Calor Gas’s 
principal dealer throughout the West 
Coast of Scotland. In 1999, the com-
pany was bought over by John and 
Susan MacLachlan and incorporated 
into the Argyll Resources Group. In 
addition to the original Oban base, 
West Highland Gas now operates from 
depots in Mull, Fort William, Dunoon, 
Lochgilphead and Campbeltown. All 
depots also stock Air Liquide drinks 
dispense gas and are agents for BOC 
industrial and medical gases. A full 
delivery and cylinder connection 
service saves customers the inconven-
ience of transporting heavy cylinders 
or handling coal and bulky wood fuel 
products. 
The depot at Ben 
Nevis Industri-
al Estate, Fort 
William, has re-
cently had a new 
building installed 
with a new-look 
larger showroom 
enabling the 
display, similar 
to the other depots, of a range of LPG 
appliances, cookers, heaters, camping 
Gaz cylinders and accessories such 
as regulators and hoses. Stocked 
alongside are a wide range of welding 
equipment and consumables. Coal, 
logs, peat, briquettes, wood pellets, 
kindling and even salt (for de-icing) 

are also available with excellent dis-
counts available for bulk purchases. 
Local Fort William man Colin Camp-
bell joined the team earlier this year 
alongside Daniel MacNair, who has 
worked for a number of years with 
West Highland Gas in Oban and then 
Lochgilphead and brings his wealth of 

experience now to 
Fort William.
‘I’ve worked in 
construction for a 
number of years,’ 
said Colin, ‘but fan-
cied a change and 
when the position 
with West High-
land Gas came 
along, I thought it 

would be good to work more closely 
with the public and do something a 
bit di� erent. I’m really enjoying the 
job, meeting our customers and doing 
deliveries throughout this lovely part 
of Scotland. Shortly after starting 
with the company, my construction 
experience was put to good use or-

ganising the installation 
of the building, which 
is a really big improve-
ment. Daniel has been a 
great help showing me 
the ropes at the start, 
along with the compa-
ny’s thorough in-house 
and external induction 
training programme in 
the uses, safe handling 
and transport of gas and 
system procedures.’
‘Colin’s local knowledge 
has been a great help � nding places 
but after several months, I think I 
know the area very well now!’ added 
Daniel. ‘We aim to provide a really 
great service. We are always prepared 
to go that extra mile to make sure 
folk get their gas when they need it 
and we know just how important that 
is, especially when the cold weather 
sets in. Between us, Colin and I make 
a good team to serve our customers 
here in Fort William and Lochaber. In 
the run up to Christmas we will be 

giving a warm welcome 
to customers with mince 
pies at the depot so do 
drop in and have a look 
around and a chat and 
if you are needing a 
delivery give us a ring on 
01397 701414.’
West Highland Gas are 
now doing twice weekly 
delivery runs from their 
Lochgilphead depot in 
Kilmory Industrial Estate 
into the Campbeltown 

area. They are able to do deliveries to 
your door usually on a Tuesday and 
Friday so if you live in Campbeltown or 
anywhere en route from Lochgilphead 
give them a ring on 01546 602662.  
Keep warm and make sure you’re 
cooking with gas this Christmas.
In the run up to Christmas, if you buy 
either a 15kg, 19kg or 47kg Calor gas 
cylinder, £5 will be deducted o�  the 
� rst cylinder on presentation of the 
voucher below. O� er available from now 
until December 23, 2016, at all depots.

West Highland Gas fuels the community for over 50 years

£5 OFF
When you buy your next 

15kg, 19kg or 47kg cylinder
Valid until 24th December 2016. Terms and conditions apply

Oban Depot
Torran Gorm Industrial Estate, PA34 4PL 01631 564050 
Dunoon Depot
Ellangowan, PA23 8QH 01369 706269
Mull Depot
Pennygown Quarry, PA72 6JN 01680 300560
Fort William Depot 
33 Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, PH33 6PR 01397 701414
LochgilpheadDepot
Unit 8, Kilmory Industrial Estate PA31 8RR 01546 602662
Email enquiries@argyllresources.co.uk
Web site www.westhighlandgas.co.uk

Advertorial
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Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

OT

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Days gone by – 1951

Glasgow Letter

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

In keeping with the festive season, this week we travel back to the hospital Christmas party of 1951. This particular 
joyful celebration was held in ward 42B and, as can be seen, was graced by Santa, clowns and people in fancy dress.

Social media

HATS off to Skerryvore and the team behind Oban 
Live, which has been named Argyll and Bute’s 

biggest live music gig.
Everyone who attended last year’s inaugural Oban 

Live event, and all the businesses  in the town – retail-
ers, pubs, restaurants and accommodation providers 
– who benefited from the influx of people that weekend, 
will be delighted it is set to return. In fact, many music 
lovers, keen to not miss out on next year’s event, were 
quick to snap up the early discounted tickets for people 
living in and around Oban, which organisers made 
available for 48 hours only late last week.

It seems that other towns in the region have noted the 

event’s success and are keen to poach the music festival.  
Thankfully, Skerryvore are adamant it should remain in 
the town, as a thank you to Oban fans who have contribut-
ed to the band’s international success.

However, regardless of how thankful they are, they can’t 
afford to keep running the event at a loss. Which is why 
Argyll and Bute Council should look favourably on any 
application made for funding.

The lads have shown their commitment to the town and 
their initiative has generated £1.1 million for the local 
economy, so they are just as deserving of the council’s 
financial help as any of the other organisations and events 
currently being supported by Argyll and Bute.

Great success for Skye 
annual gathering 
A FINE evening was had by all at the 
Glasgow Skye annual gathering last 
Friday night. 

I was playing elsewhere so, unfor-
tunately, had to miss the concert. 
I arrived, however, in time for the 
dance to begin and to hear glowing 
reports from those who had been in 
the Glasgow University Union for the 
earlier part of the night. 

It seems it was one of those concerts 
at which all the singers, musicians and 
speakers really performed well. The 
dance was also a cracker – with Trail 
West keeping a large audience on the 
dance floor all night. 

It was so great to see the dance so 
busy, rounding off a year in which the 
majority of the association gatherings 
have been so well attended. 

A last-minute trip to 
the trad awards
I HAD nothing planned for the day 
after the Glasgow Skye gathering, 
so I was enjoying a long lie when I 
received a phone call from one of the 
Trail West boys who had played the 
dance the previous night. 

A seat had become available at the 
last minute for their table at the Scots 
Trad Music Awards in Dundee that 
very evening and they were inviting 
me to attend. 

I always enjoy the trads and had 
been sorry not to be attending this 
year, so I jumped in a shower, ironed 
a shirt, polished my shoes, and off I 
went to the train.

The stars of the traditional music 
scene were out in force in the Caird 
Hall and it was a very successful night 
for West Highland bands – many of 
whom had made the trip through 
from Glasgow – including Trail West 
themselves (winning dance band of 
the year) and Breabach (winning an 
incredible double – folk band of the 
year and album of the year) with whom 
I shared a table and plenty of craic. 

Congratulations to all the winners 
and nominees.

What a way to round 
o�  brilliant weekend 
A GREAT weekend was rounded off 
in the Park Bar on Sunday night to the 
music of Martainn Skene, accompa-
nied by Ross Wilson. 

The bar was mobbed with many peo-
ple reminiscing about a fine weekend 
at the trad awards or at the Glasgow 

Skye or, indeed, (in a few cases) at both. 
It was a hugely enjoyable weekend in 
Glasgow – after which I am perfectly 
ready to go into hibernation until 
Christmas.

What’s on
Friday December 9: Clydebank 
Highlanders cèilidh in the Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick. 
Saturday December 10: The Glasgow 
Skye Association’s children’s 
Christmas party in the Renfield 
Centre, Blythswood Hall.
Saturday January 7: Glasgow Skye 
Association New Year family ceilidh 
in the Crawford Hall. 
Friday January 27: The Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association New Year 
dance in the Glasgow University 
Union.

Pub scene
Park Bar. 
Friday December 9: Eriskay Lilt.
Saturday December 10: Nicky 
Mcmichan.
Sunday December 11: Eriskay Lilt.
Islay Inn.
Friday December 9: The Raggaels
Saturday December 10: The Keelies.
Wednesday December 14: quiz night.

THERE was widespread goodwill 
and pleasure at the news that a new 
street in Dunbeg has been named 
after Sine MacVicar, head teacher at 
the village school.
Irene Baxter cheered: ‘Fantastic a 
lovely teacher and shows what the chil-
dren of Dunbeg School think of her.’
Eilidh Nic An Mhaistir posted: ‘Best 
teacher in the world, no wonder! Con-
gratulations Sine.’
Irene A Harvey praised: ‘Couldn’t have 
chosen a better name!!’
Mags Johnstone wrote: ‘One in a 
million, congratulations Miss macvicar.’
Laura Cook lauded: ‘Sine is a fantastic 
head, an inspirational teacher and a 

lovely lady. I couldn’t be more happy 
that her pupils see and encourage 
others to appreciate her value. She has 
been a study teacher/matron in the 
hostel, and laterally a senior colleague 
of mine, she has o� ered invaluable 
advice at both inservice days, and at 
the checkout in Aldi!! Well done Sine.’
Bill Gray said: ‘Fantastic! Truly inspired 
decision centred on an inspiring, dedi-
cated teacher. Terri� c!!’
Linda Simpson posted: Sine MacVicar 
was a warden in Glencruitten when 
I went to Oban high school. I don’t 
know how she put up with us and I was 
there for 5 years. She deserves to have 
a street named after her.’

Dawn Knowles said: ‘Really wonderful 
and well deserved. Sine taught my 
brothers and I 35 years ago and all of 
our family really loved her x My Mum 
would have been pleased for her, hav-
ing such an honour.’
Linda Cuthbertson added: ‘Couldn’t 
think of a more worthy person to re-
ceive a fantastic gesture like this. Miss 
MacVicar is one of the loveliest ladies 
and fabulous teacher I have ever met!!’
Sheila MacLeod added: ‘Couldn’t have 
chosen a better person after whom to 
name a street, Sine is a credit to the 
teaching profession.’
Michelle Macaulay wrote: ‘A diamond 
of a woman would help anyone.’

‘CHA TOIL LEAMSA sibhse idir!’  
Sin a rèir coltais mar a thuirt mise ris 
a’ chiad neach-teagaisg a bh’ agam 
sa bhun-sgoil aig deireadh mo chiad 
sheachdain sgoile.

Chan eil cuimhn’ agam an-diugh 
carson a ràinig mi an co-dhùnadh 
cudromach sin, ach tha cuimhn’ agam 
gun do dh’innis mo phiuthar mhòr 
dhachaigh orm is bhiodh dragh sam 
bith a bh’ aig  mo phàrantan  aig an 
àm glè nàdarra is iad airson an cuid 
chloinne a dhìon. 

Bliadhnaichean air adhart bhiodh 
mo mhàthair is an neach-teagaisg 
sin fhathast a’ gàireachdainn mu na 
thuirt mi. Chan eil faclan freagar-
rach a chuireas an cèill  sgreamh a’ 
mhòr-shluaigh mu na sgeulachdan 
a tha a’ nochdadh mun droch dhìol 
a rinneadh air cuid de bhalaich òga 
cuide ri sgiobaidhean bhall-coise.  

Tha a-nise barrachd den fheadhainn 
a dh’fhuiling air am misneachadh 
fianais a thogail agus tha àireamhan 
a’ fàs. Chan eil fios fhathast air 
meud na h-èiginn seo ann an saoghal 
ball-coise òigridh, neo càite an stad 
cùisean, ach gun teagamh sam bith 

tha na h-aithrisean dol a dhèanamh 
cron do-chreidsinneach air cliù an 
spòrs agus gu sònraichte air cuid de 
sgiobaidhean gu math ainmeil. 

Tha na thachair cuideachd a’ togail 
cheistean gu math cruaidh mun 
dòigh sam bheil ùghdarrasan nàise-
anta bhall-coise a’ cumail smachd 
air dleastanasan sàbhailteachd 
òigridh a tha dol an sàs san spòrs. 
‘S e am masladh as motha a tha a’ 
nochdadh gun robh fios aig cuid ann 
an cumhachd gun robh leithid de 
dhroch dhìol a’ tachairt ann an cuid a 
cheàrnaidhean agus nach d’ rinneadh 
dad ma dheidhinn ach a chleith. Agus 
dè mu dheidhinn spòrsan eile?  Thug 
an sgainneal mu Jimmy Savile agus 
na nochd na lùib crathadh air saoghal 
nan ealain, agus tha a h-uile coltas 
gun dèan an sgainneal ùr seo an aon 
rud ann an saoghal spòrs anns an 
fharsaingeachd.

Bho thoiseach na seachdaineach seo 
tha e an aghaidh an lagha dha duine 
smocadh ann an càr ma tha neach air 
bòrd a tha fo ochd-bliadhna-deug. 
Chan eil teagamh nach e deagh rud 
a th’ ann gun tèid òigridh an dìon 

bho thruailleadh cheò tombaca, 
ach cuiridh mi geall gum bi mòran 
inbhich a leughas seo a’ faireachadh 
an aon chiont ‘s a th’ orm fhìn airson 
an liuthad uair a bha sinn ri smocadh 
ann an càr is a’ chlann cuide rinn. 

Bidh mi tric a’ beachdachadh air 
mar a thig rudan a bha uair cho 
àbhaisteach gu bhith mì-laghail agus 
nan cron. 

EVIDENCE of child abuse within 
football could be as damaging to 
sport in this country as the Jimmy 
Savile scandal revelations were to 
the entertainment industry, but it is 
surely good that child safety in sport 
is re-addressed. 

No less an Augean aspiration than 
the remarkably effective smoking 
legislation has been. This week it 
became illegal to smoke in any vehicle 
containing passengers under 18 and, 
like me, many will feel guilt at how we 
did that when it was legal but equally 
damaging.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Camp-
bell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Planning in Argyll 
and Bute is chaotic
Sir,
I was pleased to see the coverage given 
to the hugely important issue of town 
and country planning in The Oban 
Times.

However, planning chaos is nothing 
new in Argyll and Bute. It has been 
rampant since planning responsibilities 
were given to the council. And it is one 
of the things which ensures that Argyll 
and Bute Council will never win the re-
spect of people whom it exists to serve.

We can see that prior to Argyll and 
Bute Council we had excellent planning 
in our town and villages. Those who 
took on the task at that time clearly 
approached planning from a position of 
respect and responsibility for both the 
people and the place.  

With Argyll and Bute Council, the 
respect and responsibility have evapo-
rated and the result is what we see all 
around us. Personally, I am sitting here 
watching so-called developers systemat-
ically exploit and ruin this village. And 
all with the enthusiastic encouragement 
of the planning department.

You need a lot more than a diploma 
in planning to be a good planner. You 
need common sense in heaps and a 
strong grasp of social ethics if you are 
to earn your living as a bona fide deci-
sion-maker in planning. Unfortunately, 
those attributes are rare within both the 
elected membership and senior officer 
ranks of Argyll and Bute Council. And 
without them planning by Argyll and 
Bute Council can never succeed. 

However, there is absolutely no reason 
why planning has to remain in the hands 
of Argyll and Bute Council. As we often 
do, we can look to the past and learn 
how wiser and bigger men engaged in 
the town and country planning that we 
now look on with admiration and envy 
and emulate their practices. Wiser and 
more civilised planning is there waiting 
for us to just pick it up.  

Arthur Mc Farlane,
Mount Pleasant, Tarbert.

Council o�  cers are 
there to serve 
Sir,
Surely it is a serious matter when your 
editorial (The Oban Times, December 
1), which dealt with council planning 
wrongs, did not contain any comment 
on your own report on page nine where 
the worst features of the undemocratic 
control of our council were exhibited. 

The ‘vote of confidence’ report con-
tained the words  ‘(executive officer) 
Hendry censored (surely she meant 
censured?) Mr McIntyre (an elected 
councillor) saying he would have him 
removed from the chamber ‘ and then 
‘disarray when McIntyre would not be 
silenced by ... Hendry’.

This man Hendry is a (civil) servant 
of the council, paid for by my money 
and yours. His contract commits him 
to give service and advice, when asked 
for it, to elected members and leaders 
of the council. Only the provost in the 
council chair has the authority and 
can, if he has the intellectual strength, 
keep order and control the speech and 
presence of the elected members, not 
the hired hands.

Can you imagine what the Com-
mons Speaker would say, and do, if 
the cabinet secretary tried to speak 
(at all) during a debate in the House 
on a confidence motion?   

If your report was accurate (and 
your reporter has the experience 
of the bullying tactics of the senior 
officers in our council) then Mr 
Hendry should be sacked for serious 
actions outwith his contracted terms 
of employment. No slap on the wrist 
or written warning is adequate for his 
heinous interference in the democrat-
ic process.

Gerry Fisher,
Allt na Mara, Benderloch.

2014 referendum 
was entirely positive 
Sir,
The letter headlined ‘Hypocrisy over 
effect of Brexit on tourism’ (The 
Oban Times, December 1) upbraids 
me and the SNP for not talking 
about the effect of the independence 
referendum on tourism but then ex-
presses concern about possible Brexit 
effects on the same important local 
and national industry.

In fact, the independence referen-
dum not only had no adverse effects 
on tourism but was conducted entirely 
positively by the Scottish Government 
and the SNP in terms of relationships 
with the other parts of these islands 
and those who live there. For my part, 
that was doubly so as I was born in 
Bromley in England. Scotland then 
and now welcomes visitors from 
everywhere and especially from close 
by. So do I.

Contrast that to the xenophobic 
rhetoric of the EU referendum and its 
aftermath. Consider in particular the 
language used from the platform by 
the leaders of the Conservative Party 
(aka the UK government) at their 
annual conference. Then factor in the 
rise in hate crime recorded south of 
the border.

The facts in this matter speak openly 
for themselves. Alas your correspond-
ent  seems afraid to do so.

In reality, we should all be trum-
peting aloud the positive approach 
of Scotland to everyone who comes 
here to visit or stay, despite the Brexit 
vote. The Scottish Government and 
the SNP are active in so doing, a point 
I made to the Scottish Parliament 
cross-party group on tourism which I 
addressed last week.

Michael Russell MSP,
Argyll and Bute.

New homes are built 
to high standards
Sir,
I am not sure whether community 
councillor Duncan Martin is represent-
ing Oban Community Council, himself 
or nobody in respect of his comments 
regarding Argyll Community Housing 
Association’s (ACHA) ‘uninspiring 
housing’ quoted in last week’s Oban 
Times. 

The housing that ACHA has built in 
Oban, Connel and Dalmally has high 
space standards and we embrace inno-
vation through air source heat pumps 

and solar panels. We make no apology 
for building homes which focus on 
space and quality on the inside because 
that’s what our tenants want. 

In my 12 years with ACHA, I have not 
had one complaint about ‘uninspiring’ 
design from any ACHA tenant. By 
coincidence, Brendan O’Hara MP 
opened 10 new houses in Connel last 
week built by ACHA. 

In his speech, he commended the 
quality of the homes and the con-
struction expertise of our workforce, 
on this occasion M&K MacLeod. On 
the tour of the new homes, a number 
of members of the public came up to 
me and commented on the quality of 
the development and, in particular, big 
kitchens you could sit down and have a 
meal in and rooms your kids could play 
in.

There has been much debate on 
housing in your columns in the past 
few weeks, not all of it positive, but 
our people need homes. At the present 
time we have more than 600 applicants 
for housing in the Oban area. 

At a planning hearing in Oban last 
week objectors to ACHA’s planning 
applications for Glenshellach intimat-
ed that there was no support for our 
proposals. I would respectfully suggest 
that the 535 people who have intimated 
to us that they would wish to live in 
Glenshellach suggest otherwise.

With the support of the Scottish 
Government and Argyll and Bute 
Council, ACHA has a real opportunity 
in the next four years to tackle some of 
Oban’s pressing housing needs. Our 
people deserve nothing less.

Alastair MacGregor,
Chief executive, Argyll Community 
Housing Association.

Gaelic road signs are 
simply confusing
Sir,
Yes, I agree with the letter regards 
to roads signage and having Gaelic 
forced down our throats by its prom-
inence these days. And I am a born 
and bred indigenous islander.

We speakers of Gaelic know where 
we are going. Indeed, I could go from 
Uist to Inverness or Campbeltown 
without any signs at all, and easily, but 
for those who cannot speak Gaelic, it 
only confuses them as to where they 
are going, so to that end it is simply 
not the right thing to do.

Leave well alone. Mach a seo.
I’ve reached a state of disillusion-

ment as a grassroots real speaker as to 
what on earth is going on these days.

Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir,
Gearradh na Monadh, 
Uibhist a Deas.

Ganavan toilets were 
in pristine condition
Sir,
I recently paid a visit to Oban and 
had occasion to ‘spend a penny’ at 
the public facilities in Ganavan. The 
building was spotlessly clean and 
whoever is taking care of the facility 
is doing a great job.

John Watson,
Sandhole Farm, 
Adlington, Cheshire.
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IT WAS a triumph for traditional 
music on Saturday December 3, as 
Hands Up for Trad celebrated the 
14th year of the prestigious MG 
ALBA Scots Trad Music Awards 
with a glittering ceremony held in 
the Caird Hall, Dundee.

Broadcast live on BBC ALBA, 
BBC Radio Scotland and globally 
through the BBC ALBA website, 
the distinguished awards saw stars 
of the Scottish music scene take 
to the Caird Hall for the second 
year in a row to celebrate and 
honour the very best of traditional 
talent. With performances from 
The Scott Wood Band, Mohsen 
Amini, Dallahan and many more, 
the event further showed why it’s 
hailed as one of the biggest events 
in Scotland’s cultural calendar.

This year’s notable winners 
include Breabach, who scooped 
both the coveted Album of the 
Year award, sponsored by Birnam 
CD, for their fifth studio album 
Astar, and Folk Band of the Year, 
sponsored by Threads of Sound.  
The band have certainly clocked 
up the air miles this year, as they 
travelled to Germany, Italy, Cana-
da and around the UK promoting 
the album, which has received 
impressive reviews. 

Piping Live!, Glasgow’s Interna-
tional Piping Festival, scooped the 
Event of the Year award after it 
brought more than 40,000 people 
from around the world to Scotland 
for a week-long celebration of tradi-
tional music in August.

Other winners on the night 
included songstress Ellen MacDon-
ald, who beat off tough competition 
from Callum Ross, Joy Dunlop and 
Kaela Rowan to clinch the Gaelic 
Singer of the Year award. Ellen has 
amassed a huge following for her 
solo performances as well as her 
role as the front woman of Gaelic 
band Dàimh, who won Scottish 

Folk Band of the Year at the 2015 
awards. 

Greentrax Recording’s Live Act 
of the Year went to trad heavy-
weights Skerryvore, off the back 
of their decade celebrations and a 
string of sell-out shows. The band 
have recently returned from a tour 
of the US and Europe and are set 
to close the year with a number of 
performances around the UK.   

Pipe Band of the Year, sponsored 
by the Glenturret Single Malt 
Whisky, went to North Lanarkshire 
Schools Pipe Band, crowned the 
Novice A winners at this year’s 
World Pipe Band Championships 
held at Glasgow Green, beating 10 
other bands in front of 35,000 fans.

Simon Thoumire, event founder 
and Hands Up for Trad creative 
director, said: ‘Tonight was, once 
again, a celebration of the best 
traditional music talent in and 
around Scotland. I want to say a 
huge thank you to everyone who 
voted and congratulations to all 
involved in tonight’s ceremony. 
Tonight showed it’s an exciting 
time for the Scottish traditional 
music scene, with a wealth of artists 
and performers, old and new, being 
honoured this evening.

‘We would also like to thank the 
Caird Hall for being such fantastic 
hosts, Dundee City Council for their 
overwhelming support over the past 
two years and MG ALBA for their 
ongoing contribution to the awards 
and allowing the whole world to tune 
in and experience the evening with 
us – we can’t thank you enough for 
your continued support.

‘The exciting news for 2017, we’re 
delighted to announce that the 2017 
Scots Trad Music Awards will be 
hosted by Paisley, currently bidding 
for the UK City of Culture title in 
2021, home of The Spree, and the 
birth place of some of Scotland’s 
finest musical talent.’

The unmissable evening saw per-
formances from some of the biggest 
names in Scottish tradi tional 
music, including The Scott Wood 
Band, Songs of Separation, Tryst, 
Mohsen Amini – who was crowned 
BBC Radio Scotland’s Young 
Traditional Musician 2016 – and 
international folk band Dallahan, 
before the night was concluded by 
a brilliant ceilidh.

Iseabail Mactaggart, MG ALBA’s 
director of strategy and part-
nership, said: ‘Tonight’s winners 
demonstrate the extraordinary 
richness of the Scottish trad scene, 
and we are proud at MG ALBA to 
enable that to be celebrated, and 
through BBC ALBA for this talent 
to be showcased here in Scotland 
and across the world.’

Stuart Fleming, senior manager 
of event sponsors PRS for Music, 
said: ‘We’d like to congratulate 
all the PRS members who’ve been 
honoured tonight in Dundee, and 
in particular Kris Drever who won 
our Composer of the Year Award. 
Once again, the MG ALBA trad 
awards have showcased the excep-
tional and diverse range of musical 
talent in Scotland.’

Alan Morrison, head of music at 
Creative Scotland, said: ‘Congrat-
ulations to all of tonight’s winners, 
and to a superb set of nominees as 
well. 

‘Across every category there’s 
living proof that Scotland’s 
long-standing traditions are being 
taken forward by world-class talent 
– no more so than by Breabach, 
whose double whammy of wins puts 
them at the top of their game on the 
stage and in the studio.

‘A special round of applause too 
for Jim Hunter, our new Creative 
Scotland youth music initia-
tive-sponsored Tutor of the Year, 
for dedicating more than 25 years 
to music education.’

Top trad performers 
celebrated in Dundee

Live Act of the Year – 
sponsored by Greentrax 
Recordings – Skerryvore.

Scottish Dance Band of 
the Year – sponsored by 
the National Association 
of Accordion and Fiddle 

Clubs – Trail West.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 8th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £19.99

Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special fes-
tive message and send or hand in to:-

OBAN TIMES, LOCHAVULLIN IND EST, OBAN TEL: 01631 568000
OBAN TIMES, 22 HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM TEL: 01397 703003

ONLY £19.99 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.
PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or Phone in your message quoting your Master Card/Visa Number

Deadline Monday 5th December. To appear Thursday 8th December

20 words maximum 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME ......................................................
ADDRESS .................................................
....................................................................
......................... Tel .....................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A B C
Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives 
friends & 
neighbours 
from 
John Smith, 
Oban

to all my 
relatives, friends 

& neighbours 
from 

John Smith, Oban

SEASONS GREETINGS would like to 
wish all their 
relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours 
a merry 
Christmas

John and 
Jane Smith, 
Oban
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In the hamper! Sticky Toffee & Bourbon Pudding 300g, Christmas Pudding 454g, Mini Milk Chocolate Balls 200g, Dark Chocolate Barrels 150g, Chocolate Coated Brazil Nuts 200g, Marzipan 
with Pineapple bar 125g, Marzipan log with Nougat 100g, Milk Chocolate shapes and balls 70g, Stollen with Butter 200g, Marzipan Fruits 150g, Almond Florentine with White Chocolate 125g, 
Hazelnut Florentine with Milk Chocolate 125g, Marzipan with Cherry 300g, Top Iced Christmas Bar 400g, Spiced Biscuits 600g, Hand Finished Dundee Cake 800g, Biscuit Assortment 500g, 
All Butter Shortbread Assortment 280g, Cherry Christmas Liqueur Chocolates 165g, Assortment of Sugared Jellies 225g, Spiced Biscuits with Almonds 300g, Marzipan with Nuts bar 175g, 
Christmas Pudding 100g, Baklava Assortment 250g, Luxury Cracker Selection 250g, Spanish Air Dried Ham 1kg, Deluxe Mini Pates , Dou Twists Fromage 125g, Mediterranean Stye Melba 
Toast 130g, Milk Crème Spread 200g, Drinking Chocolae 250g, Beetroot & Ginger Chutney 275g, Fig, Balsamic & Date Chutney 300g, Mulled Wine Chutney 280g, Luxury Rich Fruit Cake  
(serves 12), Luxury all over Iced Christmas Cake (serves 16) PLUS Grand Cru Champagne 750ml, 2 x Ribeiro 750ml, 2 x St Emillion Grand Cru 750ml, Tokaji 500ml, Ice Wine 375ml. 
Terms and conditions: Over 18s only. Winners with the correct answer will be selected at random after the closing date.  The prize is not transferable or redeemable for cash equivalent.  The 
Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners may be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is 
not open to Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by post by sending us a letter with your answer, contact details and email address, 
along with a note to explain that you are a digital subscriber. The closing date for entries is midnight, Wednesday December 14, 2016.

Answer ...........................................   Name  .......................................................................................
Address  ..............................................................................................................................................
Telephone Number  .............................................................................................................................
Email  ...................................................................................................................................................
Local store (please tick) Oban     Fort William 

WIN
A CHRISTMAS FOOD HAMPER 
Two hampers up for grabs – One Lochaber, One Argyll

The Oban Times has teamed up with Lidl 
to give readers the chance to win an epic 
Christmas hamper worth £150! Packed 

to the brim with the most delicious sweet 
and savoury festive treats, the hampers have 

everything you need to treat your friends, family 
and even yourself. From the classic Christmas pudding to luxury 
crackers and biscuit assortments plus a few bottles thrown in 
to bring even more festive cheer! If you’d like to be the most 
popular person at Christmas parties this year then enter this 
fantastic competition. There will be a winner from Lochaber, 
collecting from Lidl, Fort William and a winner from Argyll, 
collecting from Lidl, Oban.
Lidl is one of the leading supermarkets in the UK and prides 
itself on fantastic quality products at the lowest possible 
prices. It offers both daily essentials and a large selection of 
premium own-brand products, all at the best prices. To enter, 
simply answer this easy question, complete the form below and post it to The Oban Times, Lidl Christmas 
competition, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Entries must be received by midnight Wednesday  December 
14, 2016. The winner must be aged 18 or over, be able to collect in person at the local Lidl store and have 
proof of ID.

Question: Complete the line in this popular Christmas song:
Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way! Oh what fun it is to ride in a one-horse open__________?
a) sledge b) sleigh c) snowmobile

WORTH 

£150!

Fort Augustus  Thu 8 – Fri 9 Dec
Spean Bridge  Sat 10 Dec
Kinlochleven  Sun 11 Dec

Hunt for the Wilderpeople (12A)  101 mins                                                    
Adventure comedy from New Zealand, named best �lm of 
2016 by Empire magazine.        08/12 at 5.30pm 

Bridget Jones’s Baby (15)  123 mins
“affectionate and hilarious” Times     
08/12 at 8.30pm, 10/12 at 8.30pm, 11/12 at 8.30pm

Storks (U)  90 mins 
Charming family comedy with some sharp humour. 
“manic gags and screwball pace” Rolling Stone                          
09/12 at 5.30pm, 10/12 at 5.30pm, 11/12 at 5.30pm

I, Daniel Blake (15)  100 mins 
Ken Loach directs this winner of the Palme d’Or at Cannes. 
“a work of scalding and moving relevance” Variety  
09/12 at 8.30pm

Screen Machine
Scotland’s Mobile Cinema

Book now at: www.screenmachine.co.uk. Tickets 
also at the cinema 30 mins before screenings: Cash 
only, no cards. £7.50 Adults and £5.50 Concessions

WINWIN
A CHRISTMAS FOOD HAMPER 
Two hampers up for grabs – One Lochaber, One Argyll

The Oban Times has teamed up with Lidl WORTH 

Oban & Lorn Lions Club
Supported by Menzies Distribution Ltd

Invites you to bring the children 
along to Santa’s Grotto

in the Royal Hotel, Oban
10.30am - 2.30 pm

this Saturday 10th December
Free Entry

and each child gets a gift from Santa

Oban High School 
Fundraiser

Saturday 10th December 

Christmas Quiz
With quiz master 

Tony Cave
7.30pm at Oban Golf Club 

Prizes, raffle and bar 
£3 per person 

Teams of up to 6 people

Inveraray & District
Accordion & Fiddle Club

Inveraray Inn
Wednesday 14th December

At 8.00pm
Guest Artistes
From Drymen

Donald MacLeod Trio
Supporting players most 

welcome

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD

THE trad awards is the Christ-
mas party to end all Christmas 
parties – with the best outfits, 
high hairstyles and fantastic 
music.

The awards ceremony is second 
really to the Après Ski, unless 
you win of course.

It is superb to see everyone who 
is nominated at the event and the 
huge range of talent who make 
outstanding performances – su-
per trad groups, new performers, 
aspiring musicians.

Highlights in 2016 were the 
huge number of women who took 
to the stage to perform – and, of 
course, seeing Trail West (children 
I have photographed throughout 
the years for their musical talent) 
taking a trophy. And Skerryvore 
winning the well deserved Live Act 
of the Year. Yes! Our wee Skerries, 
mainly frae Tiree, won traditional 
music’s biggest prize.

My biggest claim to fame of the 
evening is that while I was talking 
to one nominee, about the past 
year (and not at the Glenfiddich 
tasting stall), he actually missed 
his opportunity to take to the 

stage to collect his award with 
the rest of his band mates. Sorry! 
One day it will be a story for my 
grandchildren, no doubt.

The pre- and post-event chat 
was all about the future of music 
– there is something quite amaz-
ing and ironic about looking into 
the distance about traditional 
music, because it is not designed 
or constricted by the past.

The winners were worthy: if 
you’ve not heard Ellen MacDon-
ald, winner of the Gaelic Singer of 
the Year, then what on earth have 
you been doing with your time?

Interesting to see Callum Ross 
nominated and not win. Inter-
esting because it is so unusual to 
see an 80-year-old singer share 
the nominees’ list with 20- and 
30-year-olds.

Mr Ross also raised a really in-
teresting point about competition 
for older people and their oppor-
tunities in being able to continue 
to record and compete. Perhaps 
as we age as a population this will 
change. It also might mean those 
of us who run venues and organ-
ise events should be considering 

sections for people outwith the 
usual age ranges.

Standing ovations were on hand 
for Robbie Sheppard and Garry 
Innes past and present presenters 
of BBC Radio Scotland Take the 
Floor.

Gary, who wears Chanel 
Allure, was delighted with his 
prize – staying out to celebrate 
while Robbie made his way home 
to Aberdeen. On his way out the 
venue he stopped to chat with 
Fiona Ross, Gaelic singer from 
Argyll, and I managed to photo-
bomb the picture.

I will get it framed.
As I got into bed at 6.27am 

on Sunday, I realised that I had 
forgotten to be disappointed that 
my bestie, Joy Dunlop, hadn’t 
won Gaelic Singer of the Year.

I texted her a message. Of course, 
she was still up. She wasn’t worried. 
But she did epitomise the good 
nature of the awards.

She said: ‘Ellen is a fantastic 
singer with a unique voice and 
she is a very worthy winner.’

Next year it is Paisley, I cannot 
wait.

Women, whisky and      well worn tunes
 Opinion: Louise Glen

Venue of the Year – sponsored by the 
Musicians’ Union – The Glad Café, 

Glasgow.

Up and Coming Artist of the Year – 
sponsored by the Royal Conservatoire 

of Scotland – Ryan Young.

Citty Finlayson 
Scots Singer 
of the Year – 
sponsored by 
the Traditional 
Music and Song 
Association of 
Scotland – Lori 
Watson.

Music Tutor of the Year – sponsored 
by Creative Scotland Youth Music 

Initiative – Jim Hunter.

Gaelic Singer of the Year – sponsored 
by Macmeanmna – Ellen MacDonald.

Club of the Year – sponsored by 
Traditional Arts and Culture Scotland 

– Stonehaven Folk Club.

Hamish Henderson award for services 
to music Fiona Henderson MBE.
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Friday 9 - Thursday 15 December
A UNITED KINGDOM | 12A | 131 MIN
Fri: 19:00, Sat: 16:30, Sun: 15:30, Tue, Wed, Thu: 19:00
Prince Seretse Khama of Botswana causes an international 
stir when he marries a white woman from London in the 
late 1940s.

ALLIED | 15 | 144 MIN
Fri: 19:30, Sat: 19:00, Sun: 18:00, Mon, Tue, Wed: 19:30
1942. Max (Brad Pitt), a French-Canadian spy, falls in love 
and marries French agent Marianne (Marion Cotillard), af-
ter a mission in Casablanca. Max is noti� ed that Marianne 
is likely a Nazi spy and begins to investigate her.

AMERICAN PASTORAL | 15 | 126 MIN
Fri: 21:20, Sat: 18:45, Sun: 19:30, Mon: 20:15, Tue, Wed 
21:30
In 1968, a hardworking man, who’s been a staple in his 
quaint community for years, watches his seemingly 
perfect middle class life fall apart as his daughter’s new 
radical political a�  liation threatens to destroy their family.

FANTASTIC BEASTS AND WHERE TO FIND THEM | 
12A | 150 MIN
Fri: 16:30, Sat: 13:45, Mon, Wed: 16:30
3D: Sun: 12:30, Tue: 16:30
The adventures of writer Newt Scamander in New York’s 
secret community of witches and wizards seventy years 
before Harry Potter reads his book in school.

I, DANIEL BLAKE | 15 | 120 MIN
Sun: 14:30
Daniel Blake (59) has worked as a joiner most of his life in 
Newcastle. Now, for the � rst time ever, he needs help from 
the State. He crosses paths with a single mother Katie and 
her two young children, Daisy and Dylan. Daniel and Katie 
� nd themselves in no-man’s land, caught on the barbed 
wire of welfare bureaucracy. Directed by Ken Loach.

ROGUE ONE | 12A | 153 MIN
Wed: 23:59, Thu: 16:00
‘Rogue One: A Star Wars Story’, is the � rst � lm in the new 
standalone movies from Lucas� lm. It tells the story of how 
a group of unlikely heroes unite to undertake a daring and 
seemingly impossible mission to steal the plans for the 
Death Star.

KIDS CLUB: STORKS | U | 90 MIN
Sat: 11:30
Children’s Classic: Storks deliver babies...or at least they 
used to. About a wild and revealing journey that could 
make more than one family whole and restore the storks’ 
true mission in the world.

NT LIVE: NO MAN’S LAND | 15 | 180 MIN
Thu: 19:00
Following their hit run on Broadway, Ian McKellen and Pat-
rick Stewart return to the West End stage in Harold Pinter’s 
No Man’s Land, broadcast live to cinemas from Wyndham’s 
Theatre, London. Followed by an exclusive Q&A with the 
cast and director Sean Mathias.

PARENT & BABY - THE LIGHT BETWEEN OCEANS | 
12A | 153 MIN
Tue: 11:30
Parent & Baby Screening! Lights will be left on at a 
dimmed level and baby changing available. A lighthouse 
keeper and his wife living o�  the coast of Western Austral-
ia raise a baby they rescue from an adrift rowboat.

QUEEN OF KATWE | PG | 144 MIN
Fri: 16:15, Sat: 16:00, Sun: 16:45, Mon: 15:30, Tue, Wed, Thu: 
16:15
A young Ugandan girl sees her world rapidly change after 
being introduced to the game of chess.

TROLLS | PG | 120 MIN
Sat: 13:45, Sun: 12:15
DreamWorks Animation’s TROLLS is an irreverent comedy 
extravaganza with incredible music!

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057

For requests, competitions or questions please 

your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 

MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 
Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 
1300 CLYDE 2, , 1700 Drivetime With Marcus, 1900 Rosie’s 
Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 2100 David 
Cullen
TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 
Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 
1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 
1900 Sounds Scottish with  Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest 
Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul 
with Gordon Covey
WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 
0900 Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with 
Doug Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 
Drivetime with Campbell, 1900 Country Meets Rock with 
Len & Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves
THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 
Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 
with Stephen, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 
2200 Margo Till Midnight
FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny 
and Tiny Show,  1300 -1500 Weekend Warmup with Ian 
Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 
Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 
2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn
SATURDAY: 0800 Breakfast Show, 1000 Saturday Morning 
Live with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View 
with the Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis
SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 
Sunday Brunch, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with 
Ken Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 
2100 Drum & Bass with Graham Scott
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Album of the Year
Sponsored by Birnam CD

Astar by Breabach
Club of the Year
Sponsored by Traditional Arts and 
Culture Scotland

Stonehaven Folk Club
Composer of the Year
Sponsored by PRS for Music

Kris Drever
Community Project of the Year
Sponsored by the Gordon Duncan 
Memorial Trust

Feis Rois Life Long 
Learning Project
Event of the Year
Sponsored by VisitScotland

Piping Live! Glasgow 
International Piping 
Festival
Gaelic Singer of the Year
Sponsored by Macmeanmna

Ellen MacDonald
Instrumentalist of the Year
Sponsored by the Royal Scottish 
Country Dance Society

Rachel Newton
Live Act of the Year
Sponsored by Greentrax 
Recordings

Skerryvore

Citty Finlayson Scots Singer of 
the Year
Sponsored by the Traditional 
Music & Song Association of 
Scotland

Lori Watson
Scottish Dance Band of the Year
Sponsored by the National 
Association of Accordion and 
Fiddle Clubs

Trail West
Folk Band of the Year
Sponsored by Threads of Sound

Breabach
Scottish Pipe Band of the Year
Sponsored by the Glenturret 
Single Malt Whisky

North Lanarkshire 
Schools Pipe Band
Trad Music in the Media
Sponsored by Skipinnish

BBC Radio Scotland’s 
Take the Floor
Music Tutor of the Year
Sponsored by Creative Scotland 
Youth Music Initiative

Jim Hunter
Up and Coming Artist of the Year
Sponsored by the Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland

Ryan Young
Venue of the Year
Sponsored by the Musicians’ Union

The Glad Café, Glasgow

at Ardanaiseig
on Loch AweWIN dinner

for two
Simply answer this easy question, complete the coupon and 
post it to The Oban Times, Ardanaiseig Competition, POBox 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 

Q.  What is the name of Ardanaiseig’s bridal suite?

Our competition winner will be treated to a three course dinner 
for two with a bottle of house wine.

The restaurant booking is subject to availability. The prize just be taken 
before 30 June 2017. No other drinks or extras are included.
Terms and conditions: Over 18s only. Winners with the correct answer will be selected at random after the closing date. The prize is not 
transferable or redeemable for cash equivalent. The Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. Winners may 
be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is not open to Wyvex 
Media and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by post by sending us a letter with your 
answer, contact details and email address, along with a note to explain that you are a digital subscriber.

The closing date for entries is midnight, Tuesday 20th December, 2016.

Answer.................................................................................................
Telephone ............................................................................................
Name ...................................................................................................
Email....................................................................................................
Address ...............................................................................................
.............................................................................................................

Please post your entries to The Oban Times, Ardanaiseig Competition, PO Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB Entries to be 
in by The closing date for entries is midnight, Tuesday 20th December, 2016.Normal Oban Times rules apply. The 
Editor’s decision is fi nal. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. No cash alternative.
      Tick this box if you do not wish to receive information, including special offers, from Ardanaiseig.

When the Editors of the Good Hotel Guide 
studied all the romantic hotels in Scotland they 
decided an Argyll one topped them all.
It’s Ardanaiseig on Loch Awe - and one lucky 
reader and a friend are going to sample its 
super food for free!
The hotel has 16 bedrooms plus a cottage in 
the grounds and its magical bridal/honeymoon 
suite, The Boatshed, right on the loch’s edge. 
The Guide bosses voted it the top romantic 
and country house hotel in Scotland for 2017 - 

the latest in a series of awards for Ardanaiseig 
which sits in a 120 acre wooded estate 10 
miles from Taynuilt. No wonder the Grade 2 
listed building is one of the UK’s most sought 
after wedding venues!
As well as a wedding, Ardanaiseig is a great 
place for a short break or special meal to 
celebrate an anniversary or birthday. Its two 
AA Rosette restaurant has been winning rave 
reviews from critics, enthralled by Head Chef 
Colin Cairns’ artistic use of local ingredients. 
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Friday 9 - Thursday 15 DecemberFriday 9 - Thursday 15 December
A UNITED KINGDOM | 12A | 131 MIN
Fri: 19:00, Sat: 16:30, Sun: 15:30, Tue, Wed, Thu: 19:00
Prince Seretse Khama of Botswana causes an international 
stir when he marries a white woman from London in the 
late 1940s.

ALLIED | 15 | 144 MIN
Fri: 19:30, Sat: 19:00, Sun: 18:00, Mon, Tue, Wed: 19:30
1942. Max (Brad Pitt), a French-Canadian spy, falls in love 
and marries French agent Marianne (Marion Cotillard), af-
ter a mission in Casablanca. Max is noti� ed that Marianne 
is likely a Nazi spy and begins to investigate her.

AMERICAN PASTORAL | 15 | 126 MIN
The full winners list for 
this year’s MG ALBA 
Scots Trad Music Awards:

Women, whisky and      well worn tunes
Predictions
1. Alastair Whyte and Ross Whyte nominated (and hopefully win) Album of the Year with Furuin.
2. Gaelic singer of the year – no doubt it will need to be a man. If Hector MacKecknie can get his 
act together and record something, it could be him.
3. Live Act of the Year – well maybe Skerryvore could win again and all the band members could 
be on the stage.

Robbie Sheppard, former 
presenter of Take the Floor, 

was with Fiona Ross, an 
Argyll Gaelic singer while 

Louise Glen, left,  from The 
Oban Times, managed to 

photobomb into the 
background.

Album of the Year – sponsored by Birnam CD – Astar by 
Breabach.

Trad Music in the Media – sponsored by 
Skipinnish – BBC Radio Scotland’s Take the 

Floor.
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What a party we 
missed last Saturday in 
Dundee. Red carpets 
were out, suits and 
boots were shining 
and dresses were 
dazzling as nominees, 
performers, music fans 
and guests gathered 
at the Caird Hall to 
celebrate together. 
The MG Alba Scots 
Trad Music Awards 
represent the biggest 
night of the year for 
traditional music in 
Scotland and going 
by reports passed to 
us throughout the 
night and watching 
the television coverage 
afterwards, this year’s 
was one of the biggest 
and best parties yet. 
After we finished our 

gig in Campeltown we 
joined in the celebra-
tions from afar.  

Full results can be 
seen on the Handsup-
fortrad website, and 
I don’t have room to 
include too many win-
ners here so I’ll need 
to limit my coverage 
accordingly. There 
were many highlights 
for me and for The 
Oban Times' stamping 
ground so a few of 
these will be discussed 
below.

Ellen MacDonald 
came out on top of 
the Gaelic Singer of 
the Year category and, 
with her profile raised 
so much recently with 

her taking the front 
line spot in Daimh, 
this was very well-/
deserved.  Ellen is one 
of my favourite young 
Gaelic singers and her 
style and delivery are 
uniquely powerful, 
natural and beautiful.

Breabach landed a 
spectacular double 
triumph by winning 
both the Folk Band of 
the Year and Album 
of the Year.  Each 
one of these awards 
is a coveted accolade 
and to win both in the 
same year is a huge 
achievement. 

In the year that 
Gordon Connell was 
inducted into the 

Scottish Music Hall of 
Fame, it was particu-
larly pertinent that two 
bands conceived under 
his tutelage were 
the winners of two 
important categories.  
Firstly, Trail West 
received the Dance 
Band of the Year 
award. It has been 
both a difficult but 
very busy and positive 
year for the boys and 
to finish it with this 
award is testament to 
the virtue of ploughing 
on with vigour even 
when bad luck strikes.  
Secondly, Skerryvore 
were named Live Act 
of the Year. For a 
performing band, this 
is one that all want to 
win, and it was great 

to see these hooligans 
pick it up for the sec-
ond time.  

Robbie Shepherd 
had a very well de-
served presence at 
the event, receiving a 
Landmark Award in 
recognition of his 50 
years in broadcasting.  
As a tribute to Robbie, 
there was a standout 
performance by an all-
star dance band led by 
Alasdair MacCuish.  
Their performance 
of Bobbie MacLeod’s 
After the Games set 
was the musical High-
light of the night for 
me.  Take the Floor, 
the Scottish dance 
music programme 
that Robbie famously 

presented until his 
recent retirement also 
won the Trad Music 
in the Media Award.  
Skipinnish are proud 
to sponsor this catego-
ry and I was delighted 
with the result as both 
Robbie and the Take 
the Floor team have 
been a huge support to 
us over the years.

The effort that goes 
into putting this event 
together is immense, 
with work being done 
throughout the year. 
All those involved 
deserve special thanks 
and I wish heartfelt 
congratulations to all 
nominees and winners 
at the trad music 
Oscars.

The trad music Oscars
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Across

1 Cast doubt (6)

4 Draw (6)

9 Californian coniferous tree (7)

10 Greased (5)

11 Feudal lord (5)

12 Small goods carrier (7)

13 Has great ideas (11)

18 Bird speak online! (7)

20 Coffee type (5)

22 Address for annonymous delivery (2,3)

23 Lie (7)

24 Let it sink in (6)

25 Used in the manufacture of chalk (6)

Down

1 The thing (6)

2 Arouse interest (5)

3 Great person (4,3)

5 Famous (5)

6 City in Israel (3,4)

7 Concealing (6)

8 Sea fish with pink flesh (6,5)

14 Post carrier (7)

15 American grass (7)

16 Lacking in common sense (6)

17 Tribal leader (6)

19 American state (5)

21 Friends (5)
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3 Great person (4,3)
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14 Post carrier (7)
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A NATIONAL tour of Hansel agus Gretel agus 
Fèill Mhòr na Fuine (Hansel and Gretel and the 
Great Baking Festival) has made its way to the 
Western Isles this week.

The show, which began last week at the Gaelic 
medium department at Gilcomstoun Primary, 
Aberdeen, will be the ninth successive year 
that Fèisean nan Gàidheal has produced and 
toured a Gaelic-language pantomime for chil-
dren in Gaelic-medium education.

The 10-day tour started on November 28 and 
will be finishing up tomorrow (Friday).

The play has reached young Gaelic speakers in 
cities, towns and villages throughout the country, 
with schools in Lewis and Harris seeing the show 
and three performances at Stornoway Town Hall 
last Monday (December 5). 

On Tuesday the performance also took a visit 
to Sgoil Sir E Scott, Tarbert. 

During the tour, pupils from more than 
40 schools saw the pantomime and tonight 
(December 8), a public performance will take 
place at the Ironworks in Inverness with doors 
opening at 7pm.

The pantomime was written and directed by 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s drama officer Angus 
Macleod, with props and set design by Shannon 
White and costume design by Laura Cowie.  

Angus said: ‘The play takes the traditional 
fairy tale and gives it a fun, original twist with 
references to the popular Great British Bake 
Off. 

‘The characters provide a lot of fun and 
silliness which children will find appealing 
and numerous other elements including song, 
puppetry and music. It’s also a great opportu-

nity for children to experience Gaelic drama 
and interact with the actors. I was delighted to 
secure such a talented cast of Gaelic speakers 
with a wide range of acting experience.’

Hansel is played by Calum MacDonald, who 
has recently finished a tour of The Cheviot, The 
Stag and the Black, Black Oil with Dundee Rep. 

MJ Deans (Gretel) toured Uisge Beatha Gu 
Leòr/ Whisky Galore produced by the National 
Theatre of Scotland and Robhanis, and this 
year acted in Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s early 
years theatre project Hùb Hàb air Ghleus. 

Debbie Mackay (An Gille-bonnaich) is best 
known for her role as Màiri in BBC Alba’s Ban-
nan and Iain Beggs, who plays the part of Màiri 
Nic na Dearcaige, is also well-known for his 
role in Bannan as Anndra and recently played 
the lead role in the play Shrapnel by Theatre 
Gu Leòr.

The Gaelic pantomime is delivered through 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s Fèisgoil service. 

The production and tour is made possible 
thanks to funding received from Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig.

THE Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo is 
calling on clanfolk to follow their chiefs, 
including the Livingstones of Lismore and the 
MacNeils of Barra and Colonsay, in this year’s 
event wearing a splash of tartan. 

Taking inspiration from Visit Scotland’s 
Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology, 
organisers unveiled the 2017 theme as Splash 
of Tartan at the closing of the spectacle’s final 
show in August. 

Each year, the Royal Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo stages its colourful show for a live 
audience of 220,000 against the backdrop of 
Edinburgh Castle, with a TV audience reach-
ing 300 million. 

The most iconic scene of the tattoo each 

year is the massed pipes and drums. Drawn 
from the Scottish regiments and across the 
world, they march across the castle draw-
bridge in tartan and uniforms, with pipe 
banners fluttering and stirring tunes. Tattoo 
and tartan are always seen together, but now 
organisers want to go a stage further: clan 
chiefs are being invited to lead their clansmen 
to the castle, on their own special designated 
evenings, and to take part in the opening 
ceremony of the tattoo. 

Niall Livingstone, Baron of Bachuil and 
Chief of Clan Maclea (Livingstone), said: ‘I 
believe that this could be a very good oppor-
tunity for clansmen and women to enjoy one 
of the country’s most spectacular events. This 

year offers an extra incentive for clansmen and 
clanswomen to attend and I would encourage 
you to take this opportunity, especially those 
of you who have not already been. 

‘For Livingstones and Macleas, the first step 
is to join the clan society, which is free, at www.
clanlivingstone.info. We are restricted to 150 
tickets and 50 or so to march on. This will be 
allocated on a first come, first served basis. 
Other clans will have their own arrangements 
but I understand that these tickets will only be 
available through clan societies.’

Everyone who attends the tattoo – whether 
they have a clan connection or not – is invited 
to dress for the part: a rich mixture of tartan 
clothes, headgear and accoutrements of all 

forms. Those looking to attend the show 
without a clan or family connection are being 
encouraged to join in with the clan festivities 
and enjoy the rich history, talismans and 
tartan of Scotland.

Clans and families are also being encouraged 
– with support from the Scottish Government 
through the Scottish Clan Event Fund: Splash 
of Tartan – to arrange their own family events 
around Scotland. The fund is being managed 
by Event Scotland and applications are open 
until January 9, 2017.

Sir Malcolm MacGregor of MacGregor, 
24th Chief of Clan Gregor, and Chieftain of 
the Children of the Mist, added: ‘The Royal 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo is an excellent way 

to propel the fascinating history of Scotland’s 
clan heritage to the fore, and encourage oth-
ers to explore their Scottish roots, of which 
there are many. The clans and families are 
steeped in history, but it is within a modern 
context and making it relevant for today that 
matters. It’s going to be a wonderful sight to 
witness people from the Highlands, Lowlands 
and Borders of Scotland and the world, des-
cending on the iconic grounds of Edinburgh 
Castle, tartan aplenty.’

Clan members wishing to get involved with 
the event should contact their appropriate 
clan chief for further information. For further 
information on clan chiefs email: info@
clanchiefs.org.uk.

Tattoo urges clan members to parade in plaid

Pantomime reaches Gaelic pupils in more than 40 schools

In the late summer I accompanied Frances 
Macdonald, her son Ross Ryan and six 
friends to explore Iona and Erraid, observe 
the artist at work, make our own e� orts 
and cruise on the Ryan family boat Scarbh 
in the company of dolphins and perfect 
Hebridean days. Perhaps the highlight was 
a walk over Erraid past the quarry where the 
Stevenson family engineering company ex-
tracted the granite, to be shaped and then 
taken in barges out to the Torran Rocks to 
make the Dubh Artach lighthouse.

While we talked, Frances painted, her 
palette knife moving instinctively, the deep 
bay, white beach and emerald sea taking 
shape before our eyes.

This is her � fth show with The Scottish 
Gallery representing a remarkable decade 
of creative e� ort, always anchored at her 
favourite locations, at Crinan and Iona, full 
of originality and in deep tune with both 
the spirit and real experience of place.

Guy Peploe, 2016
www.scottish-gallery.co.uk/francesmacdonald
16 Dundas Street, Edinburgh EH3 6HZ
tel 0131 558 1200   www.scottish-gallery.co.uk
email mail@scottish-gallery.co.uk   
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Dhiluain 19 Sultain  
Monday 19 September

17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne
19.05 Muir is Tìr (rpt)

19.30 Beul Chainnt (rpt)

20.00 An Là | News

20.30 BEÒ | LIVE – Sàr Sgeòil 
 | Sunset Song

21.00 ÙR | NEW – Sgeulachd 
 Oscar Slater | An Innocent Man

22.00 ÙR | NEW – Siuthad Siubhal! 
 | Go Explore
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Listings for Thursday 8 – Thursday 
15 December 2016

DIARDAOIN 8 DÙBHLACHD
THURSDAY 8 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
17.55 Dè a-nis? (rpt)
19.05 Muir is Tìr – Natural history (rpt)
19.30 Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)
19.35 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh – Episode 4 
of the original Gaelic current a� airs TV 
series
21.00 Tartan Pride – the story behind 
the Scotland v England football match 
(rpt)
22.00 Tiree Music Festival 2016 – 
Highlights 
22.30 Marilyn Monroe - the life and 
death of the screen legend (rpt)
23.20 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael: 

Biadh/Food (rpt)
23.30 Ar Duain – world music series 
with Mary Ann Kennedy (rpt)

DIHAOINE 9 DÙBHLACHD
FRIDAY 9 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
18.35 Machair (rpt)
19.00 An Là - News
19.25 Is Blàth an Fhuil / The Blood is 
Strong – Archive series. Episode 1 (rpt)
20.15 Sgeul Slàinte – Nurses share 
their memories (rpt)
20.30 Thuige Seo – Donald Morrison 
meets Professor Donald MacLeod (rpt)
21.00 Na Trads 2016 – Scottish 
Traditional Music Awards 2016 from 
Dundee
23.00 Muhammad Ali – the boxing 
legend (rpt)
23.55 Earrann Eachdraidh – History 
Shorts (rpt)

DISATHAIRNE 10 DÙBHLACHD
SATURDAY 10 DECEMBER
16.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
17.05 BEÒ | LIVE: Football - Brechin 
City v East Fife
19.30 Machair (rpt)
19.55 Fraochy Bay (rpt)
20.00 Ar Duain – World music – Episode 
2 (rpt)
20.30 Gaisgich na Stoirme – the Storm 
Heroes – Episode 4 (rpt)
21.00 Horo Gheallaidh – Celtic Music 
sessions (rpt)
22.00 Football: Motherwell v 
Kilmarnock
23.00 Honeyballers – a look at Scottish 
Women’s football (rpt)
24.00 Tiree Music Festival 2016 - 
Highlights (rpt)
24.30 Belladrum 2014: Cridhe Tartan – 
Festival highlights (rpt)

DIDÒMHNAICH 11 DÙBHLACHD
SUNDAY 11 DECEMBER
16.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming 
18.30 Seachd Là – News Review
19.30 Alleluia! – Spiritual praise and 
music (rpt)
20.00 Eòrpa – News and Current A� airs 
from around Europe (rpt)
20.30 Bonn Còmhraidh – Episode 4 
of the original Gaelic current a� airs TV 
series (rpt)
21.00 Opry an Iuir – Irish Country Music 
(rpt)
22.00 Football: Dundee v Ross County 
(rpt)
22.55 Marilyn Monroe – the life and 
death of a screen legend (rpt)
23.45 Torcuil’s Guide to Being a Gael 
– Clothing (rpt)

DILUAIN 12 DÙBHLACHD
MONDAY 12 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 

19.35 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: An Lot – Donald 
MacSween and his crofting life
21.00 Trusadh: Tiree – Outside the 
Box – a celebration of the Tiree music 
scene (rpt)
22.00 Port: Leòdhas – sharing musical 
roots in Lewis (rpt)
22.30 Balaich na h-Àirde – the Smith 
family from Ness, Lewis (rpt)
23.30 Fonn Fonn Fonn – Quiz Show 
(rpt)

DIMÀIRT 13 DÙBHLACHD
TUESDAY 13 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming 
19.30 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là – News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Leugh Mi – Guests and 
their favourite books
21.00 Opry an Iuir – Country Music (rpt)
22.00 Trusadh: Tiree – Outside the 
Box – the Tiree music scene (rpt)

23.00 Sin Thu Fhèin – Finlay MacLeod 
meets Beth MacGregor (rpt)
23.30 Alleluia! – spiritual music, song 
and verse (rpt)

DICIADAIN 14 DÙBHLACHD
WEDNESDAY 14 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s programming
19.35 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Eòrpa – news from 
around Europe
21.00 Fuine na Nollaige – festive 
cookery (rpt)
22.00 ÙR/NEW: Ceòlmhor @ Piping 
Live 
22.30 Port – shared musical roots in 
Lewis (rpt)
23.00 Tartan Pride – a look at Scotland 
and England rivalry (rpt)

DIARDAOIN 15 DÙBHLACHD
THURSDAY 15 DECEMBER
17.00 Prògraman na Cloinne – 
Children’s Programming
19.35 Speaking our Language (rpt)
20.00 An Là - News
20.30 ÙR | NEW: Ceann an Righ – 
revealing the face of Robert the Bruce
21.00 ÙR | NEW: Scotstar: Teasairginn 
Èiginneach – the work of the ScotSTAR 
transfer service
22.00 Tiree Music Festival 2016 – Trail 
West
22.30 ÙR | NEW: Billie Holiday – a 
roller-coaster life (rpt)
23.25 Binneas – Na Trads – Tom Orr 
Scottish dance Band (rpt)
23.30 Ar Duain – world music series 
with Mary Ann Kennedy (rpt)

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives, 
friends and 
neighbours 
from 
Liz Butler, 
Oban     

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives, 
friends and 
neighbours 
from Hamish 
MacMillan, 
Appin

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives, 
friends and 
neighbours
From John 
MacVean, 
Dalmally

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives, 
friends and 
neighbours
from James 
McNeill 
(Séamus)
Oban

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives, 
friends and 
neighbours
from 
Rhoda Gross  

Molly MacLean, 
Craignure

would like to wish 
all her friends 
a very Happy 
Christmas and 
good wishes 
for 2017. 

Margaret 
Kilcullen
Merry Christmas & a 
Happy New Year to all 
my friends in Oban  
area, Loch Etive side 
Bonawe Quarries, 
Acharacle. 
Margaret 
Kilcullen (Pacey), 
still on the go!

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all our relatives, 
friends and 
neighbours
from Mhari 
and Alasdair 
Lamont, 
Ardtun.          

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives
friends &
neighbours
from 
Iain MacDonald 
Millpark Place,
Oban

Merry 
Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my relatives, 
friends and 
neighbours
From Alex 
Fletcher, 
Bunessan.

All at Eader Glinn 
Home wish families 
and friends a Merry 

Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

SEASONS GREETINGS
Ian & Moira MacInnes will  not be 
sending Christmas cards this year 
but wish all relatives and friends 
a very happy Christmas and a 
peaceful New Year. Donation 

made instead to Mary's Meals.
Gleninnes, Croft Road, Oban

SEASONS GREETINGS

Due to an eye operation I will 
not be sending cards this year.

Merry Christmas to my 
relatives and friends in Mull 

& Oban.
Greta MacFadyen, Oban.

SEASONS GREETINGS
to all my relatives, 

friends and 
neighbours

from Lord MacLean 
of Bentalla.                   

SEASONS GREETINGS

to all my relatives, 
friends and 
neighbours

from Margaret 
Robertson, Dunbeg

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
& A HAPPY NEW YEAR to all my relatives 

and friends, thanks 
for your support.

Rosemary MacIntyre, 
Kilmore.

SEASONS GREETINGS

Micheil agus Josie 

NOLLAÌG CHRIDHEIL 
AGUS BLIADHNA 
MHATH U� BHO From Mima 

and John 
McNab, 
Lochaline.

Merry 
Christmas 
and a 
Happy 
New 
Year.

From Sachy 
Wachy and 
Anne

Merry 
Christmas 
and a 
Happy 
New 
Year.

would like to 
wish all their 
relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours a 
Merry Christmas.

Allan and 
Tricia 
MacKay, 
Oban 

are moving 
house and 
wish all their 
relatives, 
friends and 
neighbours a 
Merry Christmas.

Charlie 
& Joyce 
Millar

would like 
to wish his 
friends and 
family a 
very Happy 
Christmas 
and New Year.   

Rev Archie 
Lamont of 
Taynuilt 

Henry & Etive 
will not be 
sending 
cards this 
year, bah 
humbug. 
Anyway 
all the 
best for 
the festive 
season.

Special greetings goes to the dedicated team of Carers, not 
forgetting Catriona, for their caring attention. Thank you.

Bella Beaton, Drumbuie 
will not be sending 
Christmas cards this year 
and would like to wish 
all friends, and relatives 
a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Your

Christmas
Greetings

Your

ChristmasPersonal

Success for Islay Sessions in 
musical weekend to remember

TWO new pocket-sized books 
exploring the best themed 
short circular walks in the 
Loch Lomond and the Tros-
sachs National Park arrive on 
UK bookshelves this month. 

Part of the Top 10 Walks 
series covering the finest UK 
national parks, Loch Lomond 

and the Trossachs: Lochside 
Walks and Hill Walks and Easy 
Summits, by well-known Scot-
tish outdoor writer Keith Fer-
gus, are published by Northern 
Eye Books. 

These books give walkers 
the 10 finest routes for several 
different themes in each area, 

in a pocketable A6 format. 
With clear information, an 

overview and introduction for 
each walk, numbered direc-
tions, large-scale Ordnance 
Survey mapping, panoramic 
photographs and interpreta-
tion of points of interest along 
the way, these guides promise 

clarity and ease-of-use. 
Featured walks in Loch 
Lomond and the Trossachs 
National Park include: loch-
side walks in Luss, Balloch 
Castle Country Park, Loch 
Lomond NNR, Balmaha and 
Milarrochy, Sallochy Wood 
and Dun Maoil, Loch Katrine, 

Loch Ard, Loch Arklet, Inver-
snaid, Loch Lomond and Loch 
Venachar; and hill walks and 
easy summits, such as Cruach 
Tairbeirt, Beinn Dubh and Mid 
Hill, Duncryne, Conic Hill, 
Craigmore, Lime Craig, Ben 
Gullipen, Ben A’an, Callander 
Craig and Beinn an t-Sidhein. 

Two new pocket-sized books put lochside 
walks and easy ascents � rmly on the map

THIS year’s Islay Sessions festival 
took place from November 18 to 20.

Fraser Shaw played an integral role 
in the founding the Islay Sessions five 
years ago. A fine musician himself, 
he loved nothing more than to bring 
musicians from Glasgow and all over 
Scotland to his home place. Here, he 
showed the musicians great hospitali-
ty, endless fun and music – the spirit 
of Islay.

This year’s festival entailed a 
weekend of concerts, sessions and 
workshops in Port Charlotte and 
Bruichladdich, and a whisky tour of a 
few Islay distilleries. 

The first event was a Concert in 
the Conservatory, with Laura-Beth 
Salter and Friends, taking place in 
Port Charlotte Hotel. Laura-Beth is 
a mandolin player and singer based 
in Glasgow, specialising in folk, blue-
grass and Americana music. 

It was a fantastic start to the festival 
and Laura-Beth played an eclectic 
mix of songs and tunes from her 
solo album Breathe, along with some 
new material. On the night she was 
joined by Calum MacCrimmon on 
bouzouki, James Lindsay on bass, 

Rachel Lightbody on backing vocals 
and Kevin Garrity on trombone. It 
was a beautiful blend of instruments 
and the show went down a real treat. 

After the conservatory concert, 
there were tunes in the hotel bar, with 
a number of the festival musicians 
which went on well into the night.

The next morning, members of the 
Routes Quartet hosted a workshop 
in the Port Charlotte Hotel con-
servatory. The afternoon saw a slow 
session kicking off in the bar, led by 
Laura-Beth and Libby. A slow session 
is one in which beginner musicians of 
all ages and instrumentation can join 
in and get used to the session atmos-
phere. The session was a great success 
and went on all afternoon.

Saturday night was the big concert 
at Bruichladdich hall with the Routes 
Quartet, Talisk and Breabach. Routes, 
a string quartet ensemble playing folk 
and contemporary music, opened the 
night with a few numbers. At the end 
of their set, they were joined by some 
of their earlier workshop students, 
to showcase the music learned that 
morning. 

Next up were Talisk, playing a 

fantastic selection of traditional and 
modern fast-paced tunes.

Last up on the night were Breabach, 
who played an absolute stormer, with 
Scottish tunes and songs on pipes, 
fiddle, flute, whistle and guitar. The 
night finished off on a poignant 
but upbeat note, with all musicians 
joining Breabach on stage for a tune 
called Frien’ship Brings Us Here the 
Night. Composed by Hamish Napier, 
the tune was commissioned by the 
Fraser Shaw Trust for this year’s 
Shawfest auction. 

The title comes from a classic Scots 
song Happy We Are A’ Thegither, 
which very much echoes the great 
priority Fraser put on friendships and 
social gatherings during his life.

Apart from the abundance of music 
over the weekend, there was the whis-
ky tour. On Saturday afternoon the 
group were taken to Bunnahabhain 
and Bruichladdich distilleries where 
they enjoyed being shown round the 
building and given a fair few drams. 

The second half of the tour took 
place on Sunday at Kilchoman 
distillery. I took part in this tour and 
thoroughly enjoyed it. Bryony gave us 

a great insight into how the whisky 
was made and matured, and it was in-
teresting to hear about the formation 
of this relatively new distillery.

On Sunday evening there was anoth-
er Concert in the Conservatory, with 
Sarah Hayes. Sarah is an astounding 
singer, piano and flute player from 
Northumberland based in Glasgow. 
Her hour-long performance consisted 
of self-penned and contemporary 
songs backed by herself on piano, 
along with a couple of sets of tunes 
played on flute. It was a beautiful 
concert and a really wonderful end to 
a fantastic weekend. 

Afterwards, there were some tunes 
in the hotel bar to finish off the week-
end nicely.

Thanks to all the sponsors – Port 
Charlotte Hotel, Laphroaig, 
Bruichladdich, CalMac, Kilchoman, 
Carlsberg, Bowmore, Inverarity 
Morton, Islay Ales, Wylie and Bisset, 
Ardbeg, Lagavulin and Skerrols 
House. Thanks also to the staff at 
Port Charlotte and everyone else 
who pulled together to make the Islay 
Sessions a huge success. 

Gráinne Brady

Success for Islay Sessions in Success for Islay Sessions in Success for Islay Sessions in Success for Islay Sessions in Success for Islay Sessions in 
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Donald 
Rankin
Tigh An Oisean, Bridge Road,

Portree, Isle of Skye
Accounts Preparation for 

companies, sole traders and 
partnerships, charities, 

income and corporation tax, 
VAT & payroll bureau.

Business plans, start up advice.

Enquiries welcomed from: 
SKYE, THE WEST HIGHLANDS

AND WESTERN ISLES

Tel: 01478 612942
Fax: 01478 613091

offi ce@donaldrankin.co.uk

Tis the season...for getting 
your fi nancial house 
in order. Whether it is 
avoiding overspending at 
Christmas, fi ling 2016 tax 
returns or jump-starting 
your career, The Oban 
Times offers some tips 
on surviving the festive 
season and making sure 
that you start next year in 
fi nancial shipshape. 
Prevent a fi nancial holiday hangover
First comes the euphoria of opening all the 
gifts, then comes the reality that you must pay 
for your indulgence – and it could hurt. 

According to a recent survey, Brits plan to 
spend upwards of £700 on gifts this year. 

Financial experts warn that emotional 
spending can push you over your budget, but 
a proper plan can prevent that hangover.

Make a list and check it twice. Re-examine 
your list with a discerning eye. Do you and 
your cat really need matching sweaters?

Make sacrifi ces. Cut back on treats for a 
couple of months and put that money towards 
Christmas. Look for extra stuff taking up room 
that you could sell on the internet. Consider 
taking a temporary retail job for the holidays.

Set a budget and stick to it. Do your research 
to fi nd the best price for items, and don't be 
fooled by the word 'sale' – sometimes those 
prices are actually more expensive. Leave the 
credit card at home. Use cash, debit cards, or 
at least pay off your credit card. In other words, 
do not buy what you cannot afford today.

January can be taxing
As we all enjoy the festive season it is easy 
to see how completing your tax return can 
be forgotten, but the deadline will be here 
quicker than 
we think.

Our advice is 
do not leave 
it until it is too 
late. Make 
sure you give 
yourself plenty of time and, remember, the 
deadline for sending 2016-17 tax returns to 
HMRC, and paying any tax owed, is January 
31, 2017.

For anyone who is panicking about their 
return, help and advice is available on GOV.
UK or from the self-assessment helpline on 
0300 200 3310 (open 8am to 8pm, Monday to 
Friday, and 8am to 4pm on Saturday). 

Career fast forward
Maybe you have been searching for a new 
job, but you cannot seem to fi nd the right fi t. 
With the new year, maybe it is time to throw 
out your old approach and fi nd something 
different. Get started with these strategies:

Set realistic expectations. If you are not 
seasoned in the fi eld of your choice, look for 
positions that will let your broaden your skills. 

Review your resume. It may be time to spiff 
it up a bit. Ask someone to critique it and be 
open to suggestions.

Re-evaluate your approach. Looking for a job 
is a full-time job. 

If you are dedicating a few hours a week 
to your search, consider stepping up your 
efforts. Sometimes all it takes is a little 
adjustment for things to click. 

Argyll Financial Services Limited
Dunollie Halls, Dunollie Rd, Oban PA34 5PH

t: 01631 562525
27 Ferry Brae, Dunoon, Argyll PA23 7DJ

t: 01369 706198 
f: 01369 705691    m: 07775870721

www.argyll� nancial.co.uk

Protection Mortgages

Pensions Investments

Share prices can be susceptible to unpredictable 
external factors ranging from political news flow to 
the weather, which can lead to the idea of investing – 
particularly during times of high uncertainty or volatility 
– feeling a bit like negotiating a minefield. One way 
to make sense of a potentially confusing world is to 
go back to basics. Markets may rise and fall but the 
principles of sensible investment remain constant.
DIVERSIFY -  Spread your risk by diversifying your 
portfolio across a mixture of asset classes, industry 
sectors and areas of the world. If you put all your 
money into a single asset class, sector or company, 
your portfolio becomes vulnerable and performance is 
likely to be volatile. However, mixing it up means that, 
when the value of one asset is falling, another might 
be rising and so could help to compensate.
INVEST FOR THE LONG TERM It is hard work – and 
almost certainly pointless – trying to ‘time’ your 
investment so you buy right at the bottom and sell 
right at the top. Similarly, trying to make short-term 
profits by constantly buying and selling investments is 
an expensive, high-risk strategy. Instead, look to target 
your portfolio at quality companies or funds and then 
allow them the time and space they need to grow.
NEVER BUY WHAT YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND 
History is littered with investments that promised a 
great deal but, when faced with pressure from the 
market, collapsed with all those promises broken. 
Some shares or funds might sound very exciting – and 
perhaps straightforward – but if you do not really 
understand exactly what the company does or how the 
fund works, steer clear
KNOW WHEN TO SAY GOODBYE If a holding has 
performed particularly badly compared with its peers, 
you should consider cutting your losses and selling it 
altogether. It may well be better to sell out and reinvest 
the proceeds into a better-quality alternative than to sit 
around hoping to recoup your loss.
REVIEW YOUR PORTFOLIO REGULARLY Your 
portfolio should have been constructed to meet 
objectives based on your existing needs and your 
goals for the future. However, over time, your needs 
and circumstances can change – as indeed can the 
markets – and your portfolio may require the odd 
tweak to make sure it keeps up. Review it regularly – 
perhaps every one to three years – and make sure it 
stays on track
DO NOT BELIEVE EVERYTHING YOU READ OR 
HEAR Headlines on television, in the newspapers and 
on the internet and social media can initially be just as 
misleading with regard to finance and investment as 
they are in relation to, for example, sport or celebrity 
gossip. Try not to be distracted by day-to-day ‘noise’. 
Instead, make sure you keep a clear head, remain 
focused on your objectives and take advice from a 
qualified professional to ensure you are making the 
most of your investment portfolio.
Argyll Financial Services Limited help many individuals 
manage their investment portfolios. Contact us on 
01369706198 or info@argyllfinancal.co.uk to help 
secure your financial future. 
The purpose of this article is to provide technical and 
generic guidance and should not be interpreted as 
a personal recommendation. You are not certain to 
make a profit - you may lose money. Argyll Financial 
Services Limited is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority.

Successful long-term 
investment is not about 
buying low and selling high
(although that is always a good principle to bear in mind). 

Money 
Matters
with Iain Cairns
ADVERTORIAL

Keeping Your Tax 
Affairs in Order 

At Wylie & Bisset we pride ourselves on 
being able to provide a comprehensive 
range of tax services thanks to the 
depth and breadth of experience within 
our specialist personal and corporate 
tax teams. Whether it’s keeping 
abreast of your current tax compliance 
obligations or addressing the need 
to undertake detailed tax planning, 
we take you through the whole 
process from start to fi nish. Our work 
cuts across personal and business 
taxation, dealing with both corporate 
and unincorporated enterprises. 

Our approach is proactive and ‘hands 
on’ via a true partner-led service, which 
we believe is the best way to provide 
our clients with a fi rst-class service.

For further information on any of 
our services, or to arrange a no 
obligation chat, contact either of our 
two specialists, Barry Law or Andrew 
Cowling. 

A reminder that online self assessment 
tax returns are due by midnight on 
January 31, 2017. 

ADVERTORIAL
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FARMING NEWS
TO ADVERTISE IN OUR FARMING SECTION PLEASE CALL OUR SALES TEAM ON 01631 568000

Around the markets
DALMALLY sale – Saturday 
December 3, 2016
10 Eoligarry bullocks sell to 
£1290 and Barguillean Breed-
ers fetch £1,700.
At United Auctions’ recent 
Christmas show and sale of store 
cattle, suckled calves, breeding 
and feeding cows and heifers 
and all classes of sheep, record 
entries were catalogued in all 
sections totalling 703 cattle and 
1631 sheep.  A good offering of 
quality stock was on offer to a 
large following of buyers from 
throughout the country. This 
sale is becoming recognised as 
a calendar event for this area 
and is continuing to attract 
consignors from throughout 
Argyll, Lochaber, Perthshire 
and Loch Lomonside as well as 
the Islands of Barra, Lismore, 
Colonsay, Mull, Tiree and Coll.  
All stock sold well and to sellers’ 
advantage. Judging the various 
classes was Duncan W Low, 
Pittenkerrie Farm, Glassel, 
who made the following awards. 
Bullocks born before 1st Feb-
ruary 2016.  1st & 2nd M/s A & 
I MacInnes, Ruaig, Tiree. 3rd 
M/s Anderson, Tullochcan, Kil-
lin.  Heifer born before 1st Feb-
ruary 2016. 1st M/s MacInnes. 
2nd M/s Anderson. 3rd Mr. I 
MacTaggart, Carnoch, Glen-
coe.  Bullock Calf. 1st & 2nd 
M/s MacVicar, Lephinchapel, 
Cairndow . 3rd M/s MacInnes. 
Heifer Calf. 1st A MacGillivray, 
Achuaran, Lismore.  Champion 
at Show. M/s MacInnes with an 
Autumn Born Heifer. Reserve 
Champion. M/s MacVicar with 
a spring born bullock.
PRINCIPAL LOTS & PRICES
TOP PRICES PER HEAD
BULLOCKS
AAx:
£1290 – 10 Eoligarry, Barra : 
£1210 – Moleigh : £1190(3) – 10 
Eoligarry, Barra : £1170(4) – 

Moleigh : £930 – Dall : £860 – 10 
Eoligarry, Barra.
BRBx:
£1090 – Ruaig, Tiree : £1030 
– Lephinchapel : £1030, £1020 
& £940 – Ruaig, Tiree : £810 – 
Lephinchapel.
BAx:
£1190 – 13 Eoligarry, Barra.
CHARx:
£960(7) – Keil, Southend.
HERx:
£990(3) & £940(2) – Clachan, 
Tiree.
LIMx:
£1150 – Moleigh (D Morrison 
Jnr) : £1100 – 13 Eoligarry : 
£1090(3) & £1060(2) – Moleigh 
: £1050 – 13 Eoligarry, Barra : 
£990 – Ruaig, Tiree : £920 – 10 
Eoligarry, Barra : £900 – Dal-
vuie.
LUINGx:
£660 – 123 Craigston, Barra.
SALx:
£890(3) & £820(2) – Point Farm.
SHx:
£700(4) – Glenbeg Farm.
SIMx:
£1140(2) – Moleigh : £1040(2) 
– Moleigh (D Morrison Jnr) : 
£890 – Dall Farm.
HEIFERS

AAx:
£720 – Kiloran Farmers.
BRBx:
£750(2) – Lephinchapel.
CHARx:
£900 – 16 Carnoch : £880(4) – 
Ardmaleish.
HEx:
£1120(2), £1080(4) – Clachan, 
Tiree.
LIMx:
£990 – Ruaig, Tiree : £860 
– Ardmaleish : £860(2) – 13 
Eoligarry, Barra : £850 – Ruaig, 
Tiree : £850 – 123 Craigstone, 
Barra : £840 – Tullochcan : 
£800(4) – 10 Eoligarry, Barra.
LUINGx:
£780, £740 & £720(2) – Scalla-
saig, Colonsay.
SALx:
£780, £740 & £700  - Kiloran 
Farmers.
SIMx:
£970 – Pitcastle Estate : £960(2) 
& £870(2) – Barguillean Farm.
TOP PRICES PER KILO
BULLOCKS
AAx:
244p – Laggan Farms : 243p(8) 
– Ulva Farms : 240p(9) – Tay-
vallich Estates : 239p(4) – Ulva 
Farms : 229p(8) & 228p(6) 

– Machrins Farm, Colonsay : 
226p – 10 Eoligarry : 226p(2) 
– Tayvallich Estates : 225p(2) 
– Dalvuie : 221p(2) – Machrins 
Farm.
BSx:
268p – Knockderry : 248p – 
Stronmagachan.
BRBx:
289p – Ruaig, Tiree : 289p(2), 
279p & 256p – Lephinchapel : 
242p & 227p – Ruaig, Tiree.
CHARx:
259p(6) & 256p – Laggan 
Farms : 250p & 248p – Bally-
gown : 244p(3) – Laggan Farms 
: 229p – Tayvallich Estates : 
224p – Keil, Southend : 224p – 
Tayvallich Estate.
LIMx:
291p – Achuaran, Lismore : 
281p – Innisaig : 276p – 13 
Eoligarry, Barra : 270p – Dal-
lachulish : 269p – 13 Eoligarry, 
Barra : 262p(2) – 10 Eoligarry 
: 260p – Tullochcan : 259p & 
255p – High Balantyre : 255p 
– Tullochcan : 254p(4) – 2 Keil 
Crofts : 254p – Garraron & 
Melfort Farms : 254p(5) – 10 
Eoligarry, Barra : 253p(3) 
– High Balantyre : 253p(2) – 
Dallachulish : 253p(4) – 10 Eo-
ilgarry, Barra : 250p – Dalvuie : 
248p – Keppoch Farm, Kilberry 
: 247p – Feorline : 244p(2) – 
Stonefield Farms : 244p – 85 
Borve, Barra : 242p(3) – High 
Balantyre : 241p – 13 Eoligarry : 
240p(2) – 123 Craigston : 240p, 
239p(5) – Stonefield Farms : 
238p(2) – 123 Craigston, Barra 
: 237p – Achuaran, Lismore : 
236p – Dalvuie : 233p – Dalla-
chulish : 233p(2) – Ellary Farms 
: 232p – 13 Eoligarry : 231p(3) – 
Ellary Farms : 230p – Feorline.
LUING
223p(13) – RSPB Oransay : 
223p – 123 Craigston, Barra.
SALx:
235p(3) & 234p(2) – Point Farm.
SHx:

233p – Stonefield Farms.
SIMx:
279p(4) & 268p(4) – Knock-
derry : 260p(3) – Lochphuil, 
Tiree : 255p – Blarghour Farm 
: 255p – Tigh Na Cille : 245p(9) 
– Blarghour Farm : 243p – Du-
allin Farm : 235p – Knockderry 
: 231p – Blarghour Farm : 227p 
– Duallin : 227p(2) – Moleigh 
(D Morrison Jnr) : 224p – El-
lary Farms.
HEIFERS
AAx:
231p(8) – Ulva farms : 225p – 10 
Eoligarry, Barra.
BSx:
228p(3) – Knockderry.
BRBx:
257p(2) – Lephinchapel.
CHARx:
258p – Ballygown : 232p(6) – 
Laggan Farms : 226p(4) – Ard-
maleish : 220p(2) – Ballygown.
HERx:
230p(2) & 225p(2) – Clachan, 
Tiree.
LIMx:
287p(2) – Achuaran, Lismore 
: 271p – Ruaig, Tiree : 259p 
& 258p – Tullochcan : 258p 
– Achuaran : 258p – Tull-
ochcan : 256p – Achuaran : 
247p(2) – 13 Eoligarry, Barra : 
247p(2) – Dalvuie : 246p(4) – 10 
Eoligarry, Barra : 245p – 2 Keil 
Crofts : 242p – Dallachulish : 
240p – 2 Keil Crofts : 237p – 13 
Eoligarry, Barra : 236p – Ruaig, 
Tiree : 232p – Dallachullish 
: 232p(3) – Stonefield Farms 
: 232p(2) – 85 Borve, Barra : 
231p(3) – 10 Eoligarry, Barra : 
230p(4) – High Balantyre.
LUING
227p, 224p(2) – Scallasaig, 
Colonsay.
SIMx:
242p – Lochphuil, Tiree : 238p 
– Drimnin Estate : 233p(2) 
– Lochphuil, Tiree : 233p(2) – 
Barguillean Farm.
SHx:

323p(2) – Conagleann Estate.    
BREEDING CATTLE
INCALF HEIFERS
LIMx:
£1500 – Dall.
SIMx:
£1550(2) & £1400 – Duncroisk.
SHx:
£1150(4) – Keilator.
COW & CALF
£1700 – Barguillean Farm.
INCALF COWS
£820 & £780 – Barguillean 
Farm.
SHEEP
LAMBS
TEXx:
£65.00 – Craig Farm : £60.50 – 
Keilbeg : £56.50 & £54.50 – Bal-

vicar Farm : £51.00 – Duallin : 
£50.50 – Stonefield Farms.
CHEV
£39.00 – Braefoot.
CROSS
£46.00 – Keilbeg & Braefoot.
BF
£49.50 – Drumachar : £37.00 – 
Garrogie Estate.
EWES
TEXx:
£45.00 – Stonefield Farms.
CHEVx:
£55.00 – Dunans.
MULE
£62.00 – Ormsary Farmers : 
£56.00 – Glenshellach.
BF
£38.00 – Brenchoille.

Champion calf at Dalmally was a Limousin cross heifer from 
A and I MacInnes, Ruaig, Tiree.

Skye author releases 
new book on farming
 A NEW book focuses on 
Scotland’s farmers, including a 
number from the Highlands and 
Islands and Argyll and Bute.

Written by Eilidh MacPherson, 
a hill sheep and beef farmers’ 
daughter from the Isle of Skye,
300 Farmers of Scotland covers 
a diverse range of Scottish 
farmers and crofters from those 
woking in the rugged hills of the 
Highlands to the sandy loams of 
the Lowlands. 

Eilidh said: ‘From owner 
occupiers, tenant farmers, share 
farmers, crofters, farm man-
agers, starter farmers, to new 
entrants, farming from 10 acres 
to 31,000 acres – the people are 
as diverse as the landscapes 
and environment in which they 
work.

‘This book has photographs of 
300 farmers and interviews with 
200 from across the country 
from Orkney to Berwick and 
Durness to Stranraer.

‘It island hops from Lewis to 
Islay, interviewing 17 farmers 
from 13 different islands. 

‘Back in August 1988, when I 
penned my first article, covering 
Isle of Skye Shears, little did I 
think that writing, photography 
and journalism would become 

my main income, tied in with 
farming sheep. Having spent 
several years on the sheep 
shearing boards across the 
world, I found getting paid per 
word rather than per sheep was 
quite a breeze.’

Eilidh combines hill sheep 
farming at Marbrack (2,500 
acres carrying 1,200 Black-
face sheep) with her husband 
Richard Nixon, in south-west 
Scotland, with publishing a now 
bi-monthly publication Farming 
Country magazine. She spent 
six seasons as a professional 
sheep shearer, employing Kiwis 
on Skye, then heading to the 
Antipodes for the winter.

Her book is available in shops 
across Scotland or by email at 
editor@farmingscotland.com.

Six stand in NFUS election
 SIX candidates have now 
confirmed they will stand in 
NFU Scotland’s leadership 
elections in February – three for 
president and three for the two 
vice-president posts.

The election for these key 
appointments within Scottish 
agriculture will take place at the 
union’s council meeting at the 

Radisson Blu Hotel, Glasgow 
on Tuesday February 7. The un-
ion’s AGM and annual dinner 
will be staged at the same venue 
the day before.

Any NFU Scotland member 
can be nominated for election, 
providing they are proposed and 
seconded by fellow NFU Scot-
land members.

INVESTMENT in salmon 
farming continues to rise. 

A new economic report from 
the Scottish Salmon Producers’ 
Organisation (SSPO) shows a 
16 per cent increase in capital 
investment. In Argyll and Bute, 
investment rose by 32 per cent 
to a value of £14 million.   

Introducing the findings, 
Cabinet Secretary for the Rural 
Economy and Connectivity, 
Fergus Ewing MSP, said: ‘The 
government is committed to 
driving forward the rural econ-

omy, building growth across 
Scotland’s rural and coastal 
communities, and salmon 
aquaculture and its service and 
supply chain has a key role to 
play.

‘It sustains employment and 
provides investment, particu-
larly in some of Scotland’s most 
remote coastal communities, 
creating new jobs and career 
opportunities for young people 
and modern apprenticeships.’ 

Scott Landsburgh, chief exec-
utive of SSPO, said: ‘The past 

few years have seen an increased 
confidence in salmon farming 
based on the quality of our fish, 
the international recognition 
of our standards of production 
and the investment in people, 
technology and innovation. 

‘This is an important boost to 
local and national economies 
and I’m delighted that the 
results in this report continue 
to emphasise how important 
salmon farming is to Scotland’s 
food industry and the wider 
economy.’ 

Food producers’ coalition 
lobbies leaders on Brexit
THE largest coalition of food 
producers in the UK’s history 
has come together for the first 
time to call for tariff-free access 
to the single market and con-
tinued access to a competent 
and reliable workforce to allow 
British food and farming to 
flourish after Brexit.  

In a letter, sent on Wednesday 
November 30 to Prime Minister 
Theresa May, First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon and other 
key ministers - coordinated 
by the UK’s farming unions, 
including NFU Scotland - 75 
organisations make a pledge for 
a positive, bold and ambitious 
vision for the sector post-Brexit.  

They also signal that food se-
curity, food safety and hygiene, 
stewardship of the countryside 

and affordable food is at risk 
if ministers fail to deliver 
continued access to labour and 
the best possible single market 
access.

The organisations represent 
some of the UK’s best known 
companies, are worth more than 
£92 billion and employ almost 
a million people. Signatories 
include Sainsbury’s, Marks 
and Spencer, Graham’s Dairy, 
Morrisons, Müller, ScotBeef 
and scores of organisations 
representing food production 
from farm to fork.

Food production is the UK’s 
largest manufacturing sector, 
bigger than the automotive and 

aerospace sectors combined. 
The letter argues that a Brexit 
settlement which recognises 
the critical role of the UK food 
chain will demonstrate how 
leaving the EU can be benefi-
cial for the UK economy as well 
as UK food production.

The letter makes clear that 
Britain’s farmers and food 
producers stand ready to work 
with the government and calls 
on the Prime Minister to put 
Britain’s food at the centre of 
Brexit negotiations.

Commenting on the letter, 
NFU Scotland president Allan 
Bowie said: ‘Brexit creates 
an enormous opportunity for 

farming, food production and 
for Britain. But to deliver this 
new future, we must secure the 
best possible access to the single 
market and continued access to 
a competent and reliable work-
force. Getting this right will set 
the foundations for a successful 
new British agricultural policy.

‘Agriculture is a litmus test for 
the government’s Brexit negoti-
ations. As the sector most heav-
ily impacted by the referendum 
outcome, if the government can 
make British farming a success 
post-Brexit, then it will be the 
clearest indication that the 
country can succeed outside 
Europe.’

Allan Bowie.

Fergus Ewing praised the work done in the aquaculture sector.

Investment in salmon 
farming on the increase

Kawasaki gator 4x4 diesel 5 seater

Honda quad 4x4 420ccs 

Tel: 07598 712565

Tel: 07598 712565

2011 model � tted 
lodgic snow plough 
and gritter  lights heater 
power steering tow bar  
extending rear pick up 
very good condition 
ideal for estate

£6,000 

with power 
steering 2015 
model 33hours 
from new, road 
registered, no vat 

£6,000 
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West Coast MOTORING TIMES

Tel: 01250884 306 
or mobile 07885203 020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, 

Landrovers, Toyotas, Nissan, any 
4x 4 consiered, also non-runners, 

failures, single or double cab.

Tel 
07703490572

ask for 
Robert

WANTED
All 4 x 4s, old 

or new Toyota 
Hilux, land 
cruiser, all 

pickups single 
or double cabs, 
any condition, 
runner or not, 
high miles no 

problem.

WANTED
All Vans / Commercial , All Mercedes, 

Volkswagen, Ford, Iveco, Nissan, Vauxhall 
ect.  All Types, any size. Luton Vans, Tippers, 

Chassis Cab. All Sizes, Non Runners, High 
Milage, Damaged, Rotten, MOT Failures, 

Write O� s, Declared Scrapped etc. Cash Paid.

Collection anywhere, call for a hassle free sale 
07789 855 381

Call  today on 

07789855381 

WANTED 4X4s FOR CASH

All 4x4 Vehicles, all makes and models 
wanted. Guaranteed best price, no 

hassle, free collection anywhere. Land 
Rover Defender, Discovery, Freelander 

Range Rover, Vauxhall Brava, Toyota 
Hilux, Land Cruiser, Mitsubishi, Shogun, 

L200, Pajero, Nissan Navara, Terrano, 
Patrol, X Trail, Isuzu Trooper, Rodeo.  + 

All other 4x4 Vehicles,  4X4 Pickups, etc. 
Single Vehicles or  � eet purchases. Any 
age nearly new or old, any conditions 

from perfect to written o� , non runners, 
rotten, no MOT, high mileage, blown 

engine, overheating etc. Cash in hand, no 
hassle, best cash price guaranteed.

like us on 

facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Contact 07500786612

FORD TRANSIT 350 DROPSIDE
Yr 2008, 1 owner,
ex bt box van, 
Brand new 
dropside body, 
81000 miles, with 
service print 
out. Good clean 
pick up.

£6000+vat

S. D. MacDOUGALL
A U T O S E R V I C E S

Unit 6, Lochavullin Ind. Est., Oban
Tel: 01631 566502  01631 566470

MOT DUE?

Book Your 
MOT Now

MOT TESTING, SERVICING &
 REPAIRS TYRES & EXHAUSTS SUPPLIED 
AND FITTED ALL MAKES AND MODELS OF 

CARS, 4X4’S VANS

TO PROMOTE YOUR NEW 
CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 
CALL:

01631 568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,
Heathfi eld, Ayr
Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, Perthshire 
PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the 
West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk

Tel: 07833151430

BMW325CI COUPE
2004 Registered 
Full Leather
Wide Alloys 
CD/ Radio, MOT
Tinted Glass 
Air Con.
£1500ovo

01546 605506 / 07920753048

MITSUBISHI L200 ANIMAL
2007, mot May, 
67,000 miles, FSH, 
sat nav, cd multi 
changer,
Full Leather. 
Good Con
Inside and Out.
£6,750ono

01631 710732/07900 501175

SKODA YETI OUTDOOR 2.0 TDI CR SE

4x4, 23900 miles, 
Exc Condition, 
Black Metalic, 
Low Mileage,
FSH, Parking 
Sensors

£11,495

Slipway Autos Ltd
Unit 3a Annat Point, Corpach, Fort William, PH33 7NB

Tel/fax - 01397 772404
MOT Testing (Classes 4, 5 & 7) Servicing, repairs and bodywork repairs

Mobile - 07956 764375 (Martin - Salesman)
We can also source new and used cars to suit your requirements

All above vehicles come with warranty  - Finance available on request

VW Polo 1.2S
10 – 5 door h/back  -  93,825 miles ...................................................£3,995
VW Polo 1.0S
15 – 5 door h/back  -  10,426 miles ...................................................£8,750
VW Golf S
62 – 5 door h/back  -  25,339 miles ...................................................£7,350
VX Astra 1.6
13 – 5 door h/back  -  9,671 miles .....................................................£8,495
Ford Focus Zetec (Auto)
63 – 5 door estate  -  11,135 miles ....................................................£8,950
Skoda Octavia SE TDI
15 – 5 dr h/back  - 20,000 miles ......................................................£13,500
Suzuki Splash SZ4
63  -  5 door h/back  -   11,144 miles .................................................£5,650
Seat Mii
13 – 3 dr h/back – 17,841 miles ........................................................£4,495
Citroen C1
12 – 5 dr h/back  -  39,392 miles .......................................................£3,250
Ford Transit 17 Seater Minibus Diesel
58  -  16 passenger seats + driver seat .............................................£7,550
08 Landrover Freelander 2 Diesel Auto
2.2 TD4 SE  -  110,000 miles .............................................................£6,500
Isuzu D-Max 
64  -  King Cab Pick-up  -  23,655 miles ......................... £14,495 (inc. VAT)
BMW 5 Series (520 Diesel M Sport Auto)
09 – 5 door saloon  -  110,050 miles .................................................£7,495

07887 746151

RENAULT KANGOO TREKKA
1.9 DIESEL
53 plate, MOT end 
April ‘17, 96,000 
miles, good 
reliable vehicle, 
well maintained, 
(4x4 option) 
£950 ono

Call 01631 568 000
to sell your car in our Drivetimes section

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer
New and Pre-Reg Renaults ready for immediate delivery

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A MORE 
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF VEHICLES ON OFFER
Any of our pre registered or used stock can now be 
viewed in or around Campbeltown
Call for an appointment to view.

Approved Renault Dealer
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street.  Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281
Lochgilphead - Highbank Park.  Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272
Car & Van Hire from both branches.

FIND US FIND US

R E N AU LT

FUTURE MODELS

ALL New CLIO

All  New SCENIC

DACIA DUSTER

DACIA STEPWAY

Intriguing and seductive, the New Renault CLIO

The look of a crossover, the practicality of an MPV. 

Dacia Duster still the cheapest SUV on sale

Dacia Stepway SUV style. Supermini Costs.

These are just a small selection of cars 
currently in our showrooms

IMAGE SHOWN *ALL NEW RENAULT MEGANE

USED CARS

66 Renault Captur DYN NAV DCi, Orange, delivery mileage ...............  £14,750 
16 Dacia Sandero Amb TCE 5dr H/B , Silver, 500 Miles ........................... £7495
16 Renault Clio Dyn Nav TCE, 5Dr,  H/B, White, Delivery Mileage ........ £12,500
16 Renault Megan DYN NAV 1.5 DCi, 5Dr Silver, 1,150 Miles ............... £11,495
65 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi, 4x2 Black, 300 Miles ............................ £12,995
65 Dacia Logan Laureate Prime 1.5 DCi, Blue, 10,850 Miles................... £9250
64 Dacia Duster Access 1.6, 4WD, White, 8,500 Miles ............... ........... £9,250
64 Honda Jazz, ES+ I -Vtec, 1.4, 5Dr, Brown 29,500 Miles ...... ............ .£7,850
64 Dacia Sandero stepway Laureate TCE, Red, 12,600 Miles .................. £7850
14 Nissan Qashqui Acenta, 1.2 5Dr, Grey, 10,000 miles ....................... £13,550
14 Renault Scenic DYN, 1.5 DCi, T/T, Black, 16,500 Miles .. ........... ......£12,650
14 Dacia Stepway AMB TCe, Black, 15,400 Miles ................................... £6,750
62/13 Renault Megane DYN, 1.6, Coupe, Silver, 18,000 Miles............... £9,450
12 Renault Megan I- Music DCI 5Dr H/B, Blue, 59,000 Miles ................. £5,950
11 VW Polo SEL TSi 1.2, 5Dr, Red, 34,000 Miles ...................................... £7950
11 Renault Megan Coupe, GT-Line TCE, Blue, 25,000 Miles................... £7,450
10 Toyota Aygo, 1lt, 5 Dr H/B, Blue, 38,500 Miles ................................. £3,950
10 Renault Clio DYN, 1.5 DCI, 3Dr, Beige, 54,000 Miles .......................... £3750
10 VW Polo SE 60, 1.2 5 Dr H/B Grey ..................................................... £3,495
09 Honda Civi ES I-Vtec, 1.8 5Dr H/B, Blue, 55,350 Miles ...................... £4,650
09 Ford Focus Zetec 100 1.6, 5Dr, Black, 84,000 Miles ......... ........... .....£4,250
COMMERCIALS

65 Renault Tra�  c SL27 Business+ DCi Silver, 10 Miles . ........... .£13,750+VAT
62 Renault Tra�  c LL29 Sport, DCI, Black, 122,000 Miles . ........... .£7,250+VAT
60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ..................................................... £7,000 plus VAT
08 Renault Grand Scenic DYN DCi, 7 Seater, Sliver, 77,500 Miles ........... £3,500
08 Renault Master SWB, White..................................................................POA
LOWER PRICE VEHICLES UNDER £2000

Renault Scenic 1.6               Renault Laguna           Renault Kangoo DCi

07759 304705

MOBILE HOME - 4 BERTH
Open Plan Living Area, 
Double Bedroom,
Twin Bedroom, 
Shower Toilet, Fully 
Serviced Combi boiler 
& Gas Fire in Living 
Room. Ready for uplift

£4,750
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•  Leading luxury car dealer group H. R. 
Owen further strengthens its status as 
the ultimate luxury and supercar dealer by 
offering an exemplary collection of used 
2016 Lamborghinis and other rare models . 

•  Among the Aventadors for sale are two 
rare LP 750-4 SuperVeloce Roadsters, 
one in Grigio Titans matt grey paint and 
another in a Nero Alderbaran black hue. 

•  Buyers of current and previous-generation 
supercars can acquire the hottest models 
with all the benefi ts of buying from a main 
dealer.  

•  H. R. Owen operates out of three 
Lamborghini showrooms: Lamborghini 
Pangbourne, Lamborghini Manchester 
and Lamborghini London.

LONDON, December 6, 2016. H. R. Owen has 
further proven its domination of the used supercar 
sector by offering a selection of the most sought-
after used Lamborghinis for sale. The cars have 
been acquired thanks to the group’s unrivalled 
buying power and expert sourcing team, enabling 
buyers to obtain the latest cars without having to 
leave the main dealer network.

The used supercar market is buoyant, but with 
many buyers wanting the security of buying an 
offi cial warrantied car from a main dealer, the full 
service approach offered by H. R. Owen offers the 
security and peace of mind buyers demand at the 
top of the market. Not only are all approved cars fully 

checked and warrantied, 
the H. R. Owen group 
offers exclusive fi nance 
packages, tailor-made 
insurance and a host 
of other benefi ts that 
continue long after the 
purchase has been 
made.

With 11 dealerships 
around the country, 
including the newly 
opened, specialist, 
non-franchised Ecurie 
business in Cheltenham, 
the group’s phenomenal buying power enables 
it to not only sell the latest new models, but also 
offer the widest choice of used supercars in the 
UK.

Included within the used Lamborghini models 
currently on offer is the Aventador SuperVeloce. 
The SV took the Aventador to new levels of 
performance when it was launched in 2015, and it 
remains a hugely desired car a year after launch.

The newly launched and ultra-rare SuperVeloce 
Roadster is the hottest Aventador yet, with a top 
speed of 217mph and a 0-60mph time of just 2.9 
seconds. The SV Roadster is undoubtedly the 
most impressive open Lamborghini ever made 
and rightly holds its place among the supercar 
elite – and H. R. Owen has two of them on its 
approved used market.

The cars are powered 
by a mid-mounted 
6.5-litre naturally 
aspirated V12 engine 
delivering 750bhp, while 
the styling is equally 
outrageous yet fully 
functional. When the 
car was taken to the 
Nürburgring, it recorded 
a scintillating lap time of 
6:59.73.   

Registered this year, 
the Grigio Titans 
matt grey and Nero 

Alderbaran black models have covered just 413 
and 700 respective miles and are two of only 500 
SuperVeloce Roadsters released worldwide.

H. R. Owen has two more 2016-registered 
Aventador SuperVeloces available, one in stunning 
Rosso Bia red and another in iconic Giallo Orion 
yellow. The two models have passed a rigorous 
Lamborghini used car inspection by one of H. R. 
Owen’s factory-trained technicians.

Lamborghini London also has a 2010 Lamborghini 
Murcielago SuperVeloce in striking orange paint 
on its approved used books, as well as a limited-
edition Huracàn Avio.

Registered in June 2016, H. R. Owen’s Avio 
is one of just 250 worldwide examples and is 
seriously desirable in its Avio Exclusive matt blue 
Grifo paint.

Other sought-after and rare vehicles offered 
for sale within the H. R. Owen group include the 
limited-edition 2010 Ferrari 599 GTO fi nished in 
Bianco Avus white. It’s one of the most powerful 
and focused road cars the brand has ever 
produced, with a top speed of 208mph provided by 
the 671hp 6.0-litre V12 under the bonnet, and one 
of the last of the great front-engined V12 Ferraris 
around.

The group also has two fabulous Aston Martin 
Vantage GT12s for sale. Just 100 of these lightweight 
and extreme models were built worldwide, making it 
one of the rarest Aston Martins ever produced. H. 
R. Owen has two GT12s, one fi nished in rare and 
striking green and another in the iconic gulf blue 
livery, both priced at £439,950.

Rupesh Jethwa, Lamborghini London brand 
director, said: ‘To have so many of these nearly 
new, rare and extreme models on our used fl eet 
sets us apart from the rest of the luxury dealers. 
You won’t fi nd such a large range of ultra-desirable 
cars on offer anywhere else, reinforcing our 
dominance of the market. Not only do we source 
and sell the world’s best cars, we also go beyond 
expectations with customer care, offering a full-
service approach across the business providing 
absolute peace of mind to buyers who prefer to 
have the security of buying a high-performance 
car from a main dealer, rather than a specialist.’

To view the full section of approved used cars 
from all eight franchised brands offered by H. R. 
Owen, go to www.hrowen.co.uk.

H.R. OWEN PROVES ITSELF LEADER OF THE USED SUPERCAR 
MARKET WITH SERIES OF STUNNING LAMBORGHINIS FOR SALE
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    FIND A JOB       SIGN UP FOR JOB ALERTS       GET CAREER ADVICE       ADVERTISE A JOB

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

Visit hijobs.net

RECRUITMENT RECRUITMENTRECRUITMENT

North Argyll House
Care Home

Bealach an Righ, Oban, Argyll PA34 5TG

We are recruiting for the following positions
Care Assistant

Full time permanent post

Domestic Assistant x 2
part time permanent post 

For an application form contact Manager 
Morag A Telfer 01631 562168

Mobile plant fitter 
required for Doosan dealer in Coatbridge, 
basic 40 hour week, work in and around 

the West Coast.
Excavators, loading shovels, bobcats etc. 

Salary negotiable. 
Please forward your CV to 

info@scotiaplant.com

Scotland’s Business of The Year  
is looking for…

A SENIOR MARINE OPERATIVE
Toward, Dunoon
Competitive salary dependent on experience

…to join our team of passionate aquaculture 
professionals.
We are currently recruiting for a Senior Marine operative based at our 
site on Strone. 
Under  the direction of the site manager, you will lead a small team in 
all the day to day operations of the site and will assume responsibility 
for staff, vessels and equipment.  
Applicants must have proven leadership, fish husbandry and 
organisational abilities with good numerical and IT skills.  The successful 
applicant must also be committed to high standards of health & safety 
of staff and understand the importance of environmental issues. A 
current clean driving license is essential. 
The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We 
produce our salmon with a pride recognised at home and around 
the World. We require passionate individuals committed to the very 
highest standards in all aspects of our business from animal husbandry 
and sustainability planning to customer service.
In return The Scottish Salmon Company offers a competitive salary 
package within a successful and innovative company. To request an 
application form and/or a detailed job specification please see contact 
details below.

Angela Gibson, HR Officer, 
The Scottish Salmon Company,
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH
Tel: 01499 600 430  angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Monday 16th November 2015
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

MARINE OPERATIVES
Loch Fyne Stronachullin & Loch Na Keal Mull
Competitive salary dependent on experience

Scotland’s Business of The Year
is looking for a…

Scotland’s Business of The Year  
is looking for…

A SENIOR MARINE OPERATIVE
Toward, Dunoon
Competitive salary dependent on experience

…to join our team of passionate aquaculture 
professionals.
We are currently recruiting for a Senior Marine operative based at our 
site on Strone. 
Under  the direction of the site manager, you will lead a small team in 
all the day to day operations of the site and will assume responsibility 
for staff, vessels and equipment.  
Applicants must have proven leadership, fish husbandry and 
organisational abilities with good numerical and IT skills.  The successful 
applicant must also be committed to high standards of health & safety 
of staff and understand the importance of environmental issues. A 
current clean driving license is essential. 
The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We 
produce our salmon with a pride recognised at home and around 
the World. We require passionate individuals committed to the very 
highest standards in all aspects of our business from animal husbandry 
and sustainability planning to customer service.
In return The Scottish Salmon Company offers a competitive salary 
package within a successful and innovative company. To request an 
application form and/or a detailed job specification please see contact 
details below.

Angela Gibson, HR Officer, 
The Scottish Salmon Company,
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8BH
Tel: 01499 600 430  angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Monday 16th November 2015
Visit our website at www.scottishsalmon.com

We are currently recruiting for Marine Operatives to join our teams based 
in Loch Fyne, Stronachullin and Loch Na Keal, Mull.
Duties will include all the day to day operations of the site including fish 
welfare, sampling, grading and moving, site maintenance, net changing 
and boat handling.
Applicants must have good practical and problem solving skills and 
ideally have marine experience. Previous fish farming experience would 
be useful, but not essential as training will be provided. A full clean 
driving licence is also essential for these positions.
The Scottish Salmon Company is 100% focused on Scotland. We produce our 
salmon with a pride recognised at home and around the World. We require 
passionate individuals dedicated to delivering the highest standards in all 
aspects of our business from animal husbandry to customer service.
In return we offer a competitive salary package within a successful and 
innovative company committed to sustainability. To apply and/or request 
a detailed job specification please use the contact details below. Please 
note applications are requested by CV and covering letter.

Angela Gibson, HR officer,
The Scottish Salmon Company
Ardkinglas Estate, Cairndow, Argyll, PA26 8HB
Tel: 01499 600 430 angela.gibson@scottishsalmon.com
Closing date for applications: Monday 12 December 2016
www.scottishsalmon.com

Seawater Farm Manager
Lewis & Harris

Marine Harvest Scotland is the largest producer of Atlantic salmon 
in Scotland. The Company employs a workforce of over 600 
throughout the Highlands and Islands and produces over 50,000 
tonnes of salmon annually. Our farming operations are based 
in Fort William and the Company prides itself in being a major 
employer of skilled people and strives to produce high quality, 
healthy and nutritious seafood in the most sustainable way.
Over the coming years Marine Harvest has announced plans to 
invest over £100 million to integrate and grow its farming and 
fish feed production business in Scotland. We are proud of our 
50 year heritage in the Scottish Highlands and Islands and the 
support we have from local communities and our dedicated 
workforce.
We are currently looking to identify a suitably qualified and highly 
motivated individual to undertake the role of Seawater Farm 
Manager on one of the Companies sites in Lewis or Harris. 
As Farm Manager you will be responsible for the day to day 
planning and running of your site.  Reporting to and working 
closely with the Area Manager the successful candidate will 
ideally already be a Farm Manager within the aquaculture 
industry, or an experienced Assistant Manager that is keen to 
progress into management, with proven ability for developing 
site infrastructure and establishing best farming practice and 
operating in a safe and well maintained working environment.
Essential skills will include the ability to manage and motivate 
staff, first class planning and organisation abilities and a high 
degree of computer literacy. In addition, applicants should have 
a full driving license and be prepared to undertake travel and 
work on any of the Companies sites as required.
In return the successful candidate will benefit from a salary 
package befitting the significance of this role, including bonus 
and the opportunity to develop their career within Marine Harvest.
If you have the drive, commitment and enthusiastic personality 
that is required for this role, please apply in writing stating your 
reasons for applying and your relevant skills and experiences to:
Vicky Ferguson, Human Resources Manager, Marine Harvest 
(Scotland) Ltd, Stob Ban House, Glen Nevis Business Park, Fort 
William, PH33 6RX by 31st January 2017.

Assistant De-licing Systems 
Manager

Over the coming years Marine Harvest has announced plans to 
invest over £100 million to integrate and grow its farming and fish 
feed production business in Scotland. We are proud of our 50 year 
heritage in the Scottish Highlands and Islands and the support we 
have from local communities and our dedicated workforce.
This year has marked the arrival of new non chemical methods 
in lice treatment.  We currently operate 3 Hydrolicing systems.  
A further 2 systems, including a Thermolicer, are due to be in 
operation this year.  These machines are proving highly effective 
for the non-chemical removal and capture of sea lice.  

Due to the current incumbent leaving the Company, we are 
currently looking to recruit a suitably qualified, experienced and 
highly motivated individual to take on the role of Assistant De-licing 
Systems Manager in this new and specialised area in farming. 
The post brings with it significant responsibility and the appointed 
Assistant De-licing Systems  Manager will be required to be flexible 
in terms of total hours worked, in order to satisfy the demands of 
the role.
Potential candidates should possess several years’ salmon farming 
experience, have a sound understanding of fish husbandry and 
have the ability to problem solve using their own initiative.  Good 
communication & planning skills and a high degree of computer 
literacy is also essential. The post also requires a high level of 
technical ability and competence in order to fault find and train 
operators in the operation and maintenance of the systems.  It is 
also a requirement of the post that the incumbent be an effective 
deputy for the Manager as and when required, assisting with the 
man-management of the operators and the coordination and 
logistics of the treatment vessels. In addition, applicants should 
have a full driving license and be prepared to undertake significant 
travel as required.
If you have the drive, commitment and enthusiastic personality that 
is required for this interesting, important and novel role, coupled 
with the relevant experience, please apply in writing, no later than 
Friday 23rd December 2016, stating your reasons for applying and 
your relevant skills and experiences to: Gillian Dempster, Human 
Resources Advisor, Marine Harvest Scotland, Stob Ban House, 
Glen Nevis Business Park, Fort William, PH33 6RX.
Email: gillian.dempster@marineharvest.com 
Informal enquires can be addressed to Sean Anderson, De-licing 
Systems Manager, Marine Harvest Scotland, Stob Ban House, 
Glen Nevis Business Park, Fort William, PH33 6RX
E-mail: sean.anderson@marineharvest.com

THE COMMISSIONERS OF 
NORTHERN LIGHTHOUSES

require a

Base Supervisor
The Northern Lighthouse Board - www.nlb.org.
uk - is the General Lighthouse Authority for 
Scotland and the Isle of Man, established by 
statute to provide, maintain and inspect marine 
aids to navigation throughout its waters.

Based at the Commissioners’ facilities in 
Gallanach Road, Oban and reporting to the 
Marine Operations Manager, the successful 
candidate will supervise a team of Base 
Assistants.  The post holder will be required 
to work a Monday to Friday pattern from 0800 
hours to 1635 hours.

The preferred candidate will be able to 
supervise the efficient and safe delivery of base 
operations and buoyage services, and support 
management and operations assistants to meet 
the needs of NLB and commercial customers.

To be successful in this role you will have had 
strong supervisory experience along with 
mechanical and electrical experience as well 
as crane operations. 

Salary range is from £26,712 rising to £29,388, 
depending on performance.  Additional 
benefits include generous leave arrangements, 
career average occupational pension scheme 
and corporate gym membership.

For further details and an application pack 
(Closing date 22nd December 2016) please 
e-mail jobs@nlb.org.uk or write to: - HR 
Department, Northern Lighthouse Board, 84 
George Street, EDINBURGH, EH2 3DA.

Building a stronger SCTS which 
fully matches the expectations 
of 21st century Scotland

www.scotcourtstribunals.gov.uk

Campbeltown Sheriff and Justice of the Peace Court 

Court Offi cer

Permanent Part time (1 full week (37 hrs) in every 4 weeks to cover 
court sitting. Additional hours may be offered on an ad hoc basis 
for holiday cover and training)

From £16,549 pro rata

Outline of job role and purpose
The main role of the Court Offi cer is to prepare their court, escort the Sheriff to/from 
court and attend to the Sheriff’s requirements in court. Court Offi cers assist in 
ensuring their court is conducted in an orderly manner, working closely with the 
Clerk, Police Offi cer and G4S to ensure the decorum and effi ciency of the court 
is maintained. They are responsible for productions in court and they also collect 
witnesses from the witness rooms and bring them into court. 

Candidate Profi le
Outline of candidate profi le
You as one of the successful candidates must be focused on providing a high 
quality service to all court users. You should have a fl exible approach to work and 
be prepared to work in a team environment and be willing to develop and acquire 
new skills as your job demands. The ability to get on with others is an essential 
quality. 

We offer an interesting work environment, 25 days holiday entitlement (pro rata), 
11.5 days Public and Privilege holidays (pro rata) and a civil service pension. 
Training is provided and there are a variety of opportunities for career progression 
in the service.

If you are interested in this challenging and rewarding opportunity, you may apply 
online at www.scotcourts.gov.uk/recruitment. For further information on the 
post please contact David Bell, Executive Support Offi cer, North Strathclyde 
Business Team, Paisley, telephone 0141 847 6721 or email 
dbell@scotcourts.gov.uk.

There are no formal qualifi cations for this post.

The closing date for the post is 12th January 2017.
Interviews will be held on the 2nd February 2017.

The Scottish Court Service is exempt from the protections of the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 
(1974). This permits us to ask applicants details of both spent and unspent convictions, along with 
details of any formal cautions that you may have. All successful applicants will require a standard level 
Disclosure check completed before employment can commence.

We are committed to promoting a culture where equality and diversity is integral to our service.

Help us support justice

IN ASSOCIATION WITH HIJOBS
RECRUITMENT

Sign up for 
job alerts
at hijobs.net
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PUBLIC NOTICES
Call now to place an ad in our Public Notice section.   Tel: 01631 568000

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk or electronically at your 
nearest Service Point. You can find your nearest Service Point via the following link 
https://www.highland.gov.uk/directory/16/a_to_z

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 
Reference Number

16/05075/FUL

16/05241/FUL

16/05245/FUL

16/05248/FUL

16/05305/FUL

16/05333/FUL

Development  Address

Allt-Nan-Ros Apartments, 
Onich, Fort William

Land 605M NW of Laudale 
House, Ardgour

7 Laggan Road, Inverlochy, 
Fort William

Land 1080M NE of 
Altachaorin, Glenetive

The Moorings, Achintore 
Road, Fort William

Ach Na Mara, Lochaline, 
Morvern, Oban

Proposal Description

Amendments to manager’s 
house - previous approval reference: 
15/00132/FUL

Demolition of boat shed, erection of 
replacement boathouse, installation 
of septic tank and soakaway, erection 
of store for oil tanks and generator - 
amendment of 14/03459/FUL

Proposed garage & letting unit

Installation of ancillary equipment 
cabinets and fenced compound

Erection of house

Erection of house and detached 
garage

Time period for comments is 14 days,
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATIONS 

Mr I T Blake
14 Carnach (tulach Gorm), 
Lismore & Appin
0.193 ha – Site for an 
existing dwelling house & 
a proposed new dwelling 
house
69575

Mr I A Wilson
1 Bohenie, Kilmonivaig
0.0056 ha – Site of existing 
water tanks
74441

Written comments from 
any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the croft may 
be sent to the Crofting 
Commission by 
6 January 2017 – Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin 
Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW, 
info@crof t ing.scotland.
gov.uk

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECISION ON 
APPLICATION TO

CREATE A NEW CROFT

Application by Mr C 
L P Self, of Spinney, 
Tayvallich, Lochgilphead, 
Argyll, PA31 8PN has 
been Approved.
65132

Any person with an 
interest in the application 
may appeal against a 
decision to the Scottish 
Land Court within 42 
days of the date of this 
advert.

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF A CROFT

Mr John Henry Dalrymple 
Bridges  has registered 
the croft 3A Uragaig, 
Uragaig, Isle of Colonsay 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by the 18th 
August 2017.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
c r o f t s . r o s . g o v . u k /
register/home.   The croft 
registration number is 
C3321.

AREA COMMITTEE MEETING
A MEETING OF THE OBAN, LORN AND THE ISLES AREA COMMITTEE WILL 
BE HELD IN THE CORRAN HALLS, OBAN

AT 10:30AM – FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER 2016
Members of the public are welcome to attend and a public question time will take place during the meeting. Questions 
can be asked on the day or can be submitted in advance to the Area Committee Manager, Kilmory, Lochgilphead, PA31 8RT. 
Telephone: 01631 567945.

The Agenda for the meeting will be available to view from Friday 2nd December at the Service Point, Municipal Buildings, 
Albany Street, Oban, PA34 4AW and at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Douglas Hendry, Executive Director – Customer Services

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00-12.30 –13.30-
16:00 hrs Monday to Friday at Municipal Buildings Albany Street Oban PA34 4AW,1A Manse Brae Lochgilphead PA31 8RD, 
at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times or by logging on to the Council’s website at 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT 
STATEMENT

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) 
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref. No. Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

16/02629/PP Installation of alternative top net support 
structure

Colonsay Fish Farm Rubha Garbh 
Uragaig Isle Of Colonsay
Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office
Isle of Colonsay

16/02663/PP Erection of telecommunications equipment 
compound with 15 metre high lattice tower 
and associated works

Land South Of Dervaig 
Telecommunications Mast Dervaig 
Isle Of Mull Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dervaig

16/03154/PP Erection of storage shed on existing car 
parking area

An Cridhe Coll Community Centre 
Arinagour Isle Of Coll Argyll And 
Bute PA78 6SY 

Sub Post Office
Isle of Coll

16/02976/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and detached 
garage and formation of vehicular access

The Lodge Lussagiven Isle Of Jura 
Argyll And Bute PA60 7XJ 

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse Isle 
of Jura

16/03055/PP Formation of hardstanding and parking area 
to facilitate use of land to accommodate a 
portable building for use as holiday let and 
installation of septic tank

Land West Of St James Church 
Ardbrecknish Argyll And Bute 
PA33 1BH 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

16/03136/PP Renewal of planning permission reference 
13/02044/PP (Erection of croft house, installation
of septic tank and formation of new access)

Land South East Of Ardshellach 
Farm Ardmaddy Oban Argyll And 
Bute PA34 4QY 

Oban Area Office

16/02790/PP Erection of telecommunications equipment 
compound with 20 metres high lattice tower 
and associated works

Land South East Of Garaphail 
Farm Cornaigmore Isle Of Tiree 
Argyll And Bute 

Tiree Area Office

16/02762/PP Erection of dwellinghouse with 2 ancillary 
bedroom annexes (pods), shed and installation
of septic tank and treatment plant

Land North Of The Fishing Gate 
Isle Of Coll Argyll And Bute 

Sub Post Office
Isle of Coll

16/03129/PP Change of use of 5 holiday let lodges to 
residential use (class 9).

Tigh An Daraich Lodges Taynuilt 
Argyll And Bute PA35 1HR 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

16/02849/PP Use of land for the siting of 2 no. caravans 
for staff accommodation (retrospective)

Dorain House Bridge Of Orchy 
Argyll And Bute PA36 4AB 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

16/02873/PP Erection of 12 metres high lattice 
telecommunications tower and associated works

Land North East Of Knockrome 
Craighouse Isle Of Jura Argyll 
And Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Craighouse
Isle of Jura

Written comments can be made to the above address or submitted online http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/planning-and-
environment/find-and-comment-planning-applications within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in 
any correspondence. Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published 
on our website. Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered. A weekly list of all applications 
can be viewed at all Area Offices, Council Libraries and on the Councils website.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk
Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

I would like to order 2017 Calendars:

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk or call us on 01371 851 868 
OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 

Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB Trinity House, Sculpins Lane, 
Wethersfi eld, Braintree, Essex CM7 4AY

order form

£11.95
including P&P

FROM £7.95
including P&P

FROM
YOUR DETAILS:

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone ___________________________________________________Date _____________________________

Email _______________________________________________________

If you wish we can send calendars direct to your friends and family on your behalf. Please provide the following details on 
a separate sheet: Name, address, your personal message, together with a note of which calendar you would like sent.

PAYMENT DETAILS: 

I enclose payment for £________by  Cheque payable to Wyvex Media   Debit/Credit Card

Card Number __________________________________________________________________________________

Expiry Date _________ Start Date _______ Issue No _______Security Code (last 3 digits on back of card)  _________

Signature _____________________________________________________________________________________

Name/Title (BLOCK CAPITALS) __________________________________________________________________

To receive the 2018 brochure straight into your inbox 
please enter your email address here

Scottish Field
Large   

Scottish Field
Small   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Oban Times
West Highland   

Total £

Calendar AmountU.K. inc P&P

£11.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95

£7.95Scottish Clans  

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

Price

Quantity

R.O.W. inc P&P

£12.95

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£8.50

£

£

£

£

£

Scottish Calendars 2017 The  ideal gift...

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

NEW
Enjoy Scotland at it’s best all year round with 
our selection of stunning calendars.
Featuring the breathtaking landscapes, and 
diverse architecture from around Scotland.
New for this year Scottish Clans Calendar, 
featuring illustrations by R.R. McIan.
Our Scottish Calendars make the ideal gift. 

To see all the images from our 2017 range visit: 

www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
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FOR SALE
One bedroom ground fl oor 
fl at in excellent condition, 

plenty storage, car park and 
drying green to rear.

Telephone 07551194099.

Shop for Sale/Let, 
formerly Room 9.

Enquiries 
telephone 

01631 563420

FLAT FOR RENT
Furnished 2 bedroom

GFF in Oban
£550pcm.

£550 deposit + Council
tax and Utilities. 
Available from 
10th January

References required.
Ref Landlord Ref

307343/130/05051.
Telephone

07917 208881

COTTAGE FOR RENT
Situated at Morar close to the beach, 
this furnished 2-bedroom cottage has 

been newly decorated and is available for 
long-term rental. £550 per calendar month. 

Deposit and references will be required. 
Contact tougalneil@aol.co.uk for further 

details/photographs/viewings.
Landlord Ref. No. 246686/270/11431

After a year of political surprises and economic 
uncertainty, the National Association of Estate 
Agents (NAEA) and the Association of Residential 
Letting Agents (ARLA) share their predictions for 
the property market, looking ahead to 2017.

NAEA’s predictions1 and hopes for 2017, from 
Mark Hayward, managing director:

–  There will not be extensive house price 
in� ation in 2017 and the number of 
transactions will remain steady; almost half 
(43 per cent) of member agents expect prices 
to stay the same.

–  As house price in� ation stalls, � rst-time 
buyers (FTB) should � nd it easier to enter the 
market. Encouragingly, almost a third (29 per 
cent) of NAEA agents think sales to the group 
will increase.

–  While help for FTBs is currently focused on 
new-builds, we should now focus on helping 
the group buying older properties; ‘� xer-
uppers’ are better value for money in the 
long term.

– Each and every time the government 
de� nes its new house-building targets, we 
applaud their e� orts, but we still haven’t 
seen a signi� cant increase in the number 
of properties being built. We need to 
see these promises converted into bricks 
and mortar for a better housing market 
for all.

ARLA’s predictions and hopes for 2017, from 
David Cox, managing director:

– The number of new rental properties coming 
onto the market will fall next year, as a result 
of the increased stamp duty surcharge on 
additional properties; over a third (37 per 
cent) of agents envisage supply falling.2

– More than half (52 per cent) of member 
agents expect rent prices to increase in 2017. 
Lower stock levels, combined with mortgage 
interest relief and the ban on letting agent 
fees will put upward pressure on rents.

– Demand will continue to rise, and with less 
stock available for prospective tenants, 
competition will be high in 2017.

– Due to the rise in landlord taxes in 2016, 
landlords may be forced to sell some or all of 
their buy-to-let (BTL) properties and exit the 
market. For prospective new investors, it will 
be more di�  cult obtain BTL funding in 2017, 
as lenders up their criteria.

Mark Hayward said: ‘It would be an 
understatement to say this year has not gone 
as expected. However, the property market is 
mostly still feeling the e� ects of events which 
happened last year. The high-end London 
property market is su� ering at the hands of 
increased stamp duty taxes, and while Brexit 
uncertainty de� nitely hasn’t helped repair this, 

it’s not the sole reason why London’s more 
expensive properties aren’t being snapped up 
at the same speed they were. Next year, we 
expect it’ll be more of the same; there won’t 
be a property Armageddon, but things won’t 
get much better for � rst time buyers, and those 
looking to up or down-size.’

David Cox added: ‘Our private rented sector 
report � ndings over the past few months 
have been positive and we were con� dent 
approaching the end of the year. However, 
following the announcement of an outright ban 
on letting agent fees during the Chancellor’s 
autumn statement, we expect rent prices to rise 
and tenants to be forced to look for properties 
in cheaper areas. The government continues 
to lash out against the private rented sector 
to cover its own failure to build the number of 
homes this country needs. Such policies will 
have a detrimental e� ect on the very people 
the government aims to help the most. As a 
result, we predict 2017 will be a raw year for 
renters. We now need stabilisation from the 
government before tenants are squeezed dry of 
every penny.’

1 NAEA asked members in November their views on 
the property market in 2017.
2 Opinium Research carried out an online survey 
among 259 ARLA member branches between 25th 
October to 11th November 2016. 
www.opinium.co.uk.

NAEA and ARLA share property 
predictions for the year ahead

PROPERTY OF THE WEEK

Riverside Cottage, Salen
w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

• Semi-detached Cottage
• 2 Bedrooms/1 Bathroom

• Views over River Aros
• Renovated to a high 

standard throughout

• Excellent Holiday Let
• EPC Rating - D62

Overview: A beautifully maintained two 
bedroom cottage nestled in a cluster of 
houses on the banks of the Aros River close 
to Salen on the Isle of Mull. Renovated and 
upgraded in 2010. Riverside Cottage is a 
thoroughly modernised traditional cottage 
and comprises an open plan lounge, 
kitchen and dining area, two bedrooms and 
bathroom. The lounge area is cosy place to 
relax, with its fi replace, wood burning stove 
and views towards the old Aros bridge. 
The kitchen boasts tasteful fi tted units with 
built in appliances including modern oven, 
hob, extractor, tall fridge, separate freezer 
and spaces to accommodate a dishwasher and washing machine. The dining room is a 
delightfully bright space with windows allowing views in all directions and over the garden to 
the river. The living area features wooden fl ooring and modern halogen lighting making this 
space a warm and inviting place to entertain guests or relax after a busy day exploring the 
island. To the rear of the cottage are two well-proportioned bedrooms and a modern family 
bathroom with WC, sink and bath with shower. The property is entirely double glazed and 
heated via electric heaters. Riverside Cottage has been successfully let as a high-quality 
holiday rental since 2010 achieving bookings from early May until the end of September 
each year. The property is let for between £550 to £675 per week. This fantastic cottage 
would make an excellent island retreat or holiday let investment. Viewing is a must to 
appreciate all Riverside Cottage has to offer.

OIRO £215,000

Properties for sale / to let

w: www.west-property.co.uk   e: info@west-property.co.uk  t: 01631 569 466 (Oban)
  t: 01397 747 123 (Fort William)

Know your gas safety 
responsibilities and 
protect your tenants

If you are a 
landlord or let 

a holiday property, 
be aware that you are responsible 
for the safety of your tenants. The 
Gas Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 outline the duties 
of landlords to ensure gas appliances, 
� ttings and chimneys/� ues are safe. 

If you let a property equipped with 
gas appliances, you have three main 
responsibilities:

1. Maintenance: pipework, 
appliances and chimney/
� ues need to be maintained 
according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions. If these are not 
available, you should ask a Gas 
Safe registered engineer to 
service them annually.

2. Gas safety checks: An annual gas 
safety check should be carried 
out on each gas appliance/� ue. 
There is a legal requirement on 
you to have all gas appliances 
safety checked by a registered 
engineer.

3. Record: A record of the annual gas 
safety check should be provided to 
your existing tenants within 28 days 
of completion, or to new tenants 
upon the start of their tenancy. If 
the rental period is less than 28 
days at a time you may display a 
copy of the record in a prominent 
position within the dwelling. You’ll 
need to keep copies of the record 
for at least 2 years.

Contact us for further advice 
and assistance in making sure 
your property is safe and up to 
regulations.

LET PROPERTIES NEEDED – LANDLORDS GET IN TOUCH WITH OUR EXPERT TEAM TODAY 
– NOW FULLY MANAGING OVER 150 RENTALS IN ARGYLL & LOCHABER

Callicvol, Tobermory, Isle of Mull

Callicvol - A detached 4 bedroom house in an elevated 
position above the town of Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. 
Currently run as a small B&B Callicvol comprises a large 
lounge/diner, separate lounge, kitchen, family bathroom 
and two double bedrooms on the ground floor. Upstairs 
are two further bedrooms and a shower room.

OIRO £250,000

• Detached House
• ***£5,000 Below 

Home Report Value***
• 4 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• Elevated position
• Stunning views over Tobermory Bay
• EPC Rating - D62

Cnoc Mor, Bunessan

OIRO £215,000

• Spacious Detached House
• 4 Bedrooms/2 Bathrooms
• Large Kitchen Diner & Lounge
• Situated in a generous plot
• Far reaching views towards 

Ardmeanach Peninsular
• EPC Rating - C69

Cnoc Mor is a spacious 4 bedroom house situated 
in Ardtun near the village of Bunessan on the Ross 
of Mull. The property sits within a generous plot 
in an elevated position overlooking the stunning 
Ardmeanach peninsular.

Baliscate, Tobermory

OIEO £240,000

• Detached House
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms /1 WC
• Built 2012
• Spacious Rooms
• Excellent Family Home
• Easy to Maintain Garden
• EPC Rating - D66

A spacious 3 bedroom detached house situated above the town of 
Tobermory on the beautiful Isle of Mull. Built in 2012 the property boasts 
spacious rooms and modern fittings throughout. The property is accessed 
via a generous utility room which leads onto the main living area. The open 
plan lounge kitchen and dining room is bathed in natural light from the 
large windows to the front and features a modern fitted kitchen. 

Lerags, Oban

OIRO £348,000

• Spacious detached bungalow
• 3 Bedrooms / 2 Bathrooms
• With 0.4 Acre Plot with Planning 

Permission
• Stunning Loch Views close to Oban
• Lifestyle & income opportunity
• EPC Rating - E51

A spacious three bedroom detached bungalow with plot located in the beautiful 
Lerags Glen only a 10-minute drive south of Oban. Enjoying stunning loch views 
and an elevated secluded position, the bungalow would make an ideal family 
home or holiday let investment. The building plot comprises approximately 0.4 
acres and enjoys panoramic loch views across fi elds and woodland. The plot is 
located below the main house and has detailed planning permission.

NEW TO MARKET NEW TO MARKET

• 2 bedroom fl at
• Unfurnished
• White goods included
• Lift available  •  Double glazed
• Shared laundry room
• Landlord Reg: 449554/130/11251
• EPC Rating - C71
• AVAILABLE NOW!

MacGregor Court, Oban

£550 PCM
Unfurnished 2 bedroom � at in Oban Town Centre. This 
property has two double bedrooms with built in storage 
and a large open plan kitchen and lounge. The kitchen 
comprises of washing machine, dishwasher and large fridge 
freezer. There is good storage space and opposite the � at is a 
separate drying room with pulleys and driers available.

£460 PCM

Apartment 3, 25 Stevenson Street, Oban
• One bedroom fl at
• Located Centrally in Oban
• Unfurnished First Floor
• Council Tax Band A
• EPC - B(84)
• Landlord Reg: 342259/130/31461
• Deposit and References required
• AVAILABLE NOW

One bedroom � at located centrally in Oban. Open 
plan living room and modern kitchen with spacious 
double bedroom and shower bathroom. The property 
is freshly painted in neutral colours, newly carpeted 
in living area and comes unfurnished with fridge and 
built-in cooker.

Airds Crescent, Oban

£130 PER WEEK

• Individual roomlet •  Shared facilities
• 2 double rooms available
• All utilities included in rent
• Gas central heating •  Double glazing
• EPC Rating - C71
• Landlord Registration: 429688/130/04181
• AVAILABLE NOW!
• 1 shared roomlet available

INDIVIDUAL ROOMLETS WITH SHARED FACILITIES - 2 
furnished double rooms in shared � at in the centre 
of Oban, available for rental on an individual room 
basis.  Large double room - £130/week. The property 
is furnished and renovated to a high standard with 
modern decor.

Catalina Avenue, Oban

£600 PCM

• 2 Bedroom Semi Detatched
• Small Private Garden
• 2 double bedrooms
• Parking facilities
• Landlord Registration 

478214/130/12331
• EPC Rating - B82
• AVAILABLE JANUARY 2017

Modern 2 Double Bedroomed Semi-Detached in 
popular residential area. This property comprises 
of a spacious lounge, kitchen and WC downstairs 
and two double rooms plus bathroom upstairs. 
It will be available part furnished with larger 
furniture and white goods left. 



EX MATHESON’S TEAK 
TV corner unit, very good 
condition,  £40ono Telephone 
01631 720452.
KING SIZE Metal Bed frame 
(Next) black with brass effect 
detail,  £50 ono Telephone 
01546 603559².
NEST OF TABLES nest of 
four tables. Dark wood with 
attractive gold leak border 
around table top. Good 
condition,  £30 Telephone 
01631 563507.
ROUND DINING TABLE 
and 4 chairs in light coloured 
hardwood. Good quality 
and in excellent condition,  
£99 ono Telephone 01546 
602539.
SINGLE BED WITH 
HEADBOARD single bed 
base with 2 storage drawers 
and pine headboard.  
Mattress available,  £25 
Telephone 01855 831669.
SOFA AND CHAIR orange 
suedette 2 seater sofa 
and chair. Good condition.  
Buyer needs to collect by 
December 12,  £50 Telephone 
01631 563507.
TWO 2 SEATER SOFAS Length 
168”, depth 94”.  Patterned, 
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MOBILITY

STATIONERYOBAN BLINDS

WINDOW BLINDSSKIP HIRE

TRADE SUPPLIES

CHAIR

Brand new rise/recliner 
chair. Neutral beige 

colour with leaf pattern, 

£600 
01631 563507

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY

UPHOLSTERY & SOFT FURNISHINGS

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Published on 15th December

SEND A SPECIAL CHRISTMAS MESSAGE TO FRIENDS FOR JUST £19.99

Simply fi ll in the coupon below with your special 
festive message and send or hand in to:-

OBAN TIMES, LOCHAVULLIN IND EST, OBAN TEL: 01631 568000
OBAN TIMES, 22 HIGH STREET, FORT WILLIAM TEL: 01397 703003

ONLY £19.99 (inc. VAT.) OPTIONS A,B OR C.
PAY BY CHEQUE / PO or Phone in your message quoting your Master Card/Visa Number

Deadline Monday 12th December. To appear Thursday 15th December

20 words maximum 
PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY 

*NAME ......................................................
ADDRESS .................................................
....................................................................
......................... Tel .....................................

A B C
PLEASE TICK A BOX FOR THE
TEMPLATE YOU WISH TO USE.

*(NOT FOR PUBLICATION)

A B C
Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives 
friends & 
neighbours 
from 
John Smith, 
Oban

to all my 
relatives, friends 

& neighbours 
from 

John Smith, Oban

SEASONS GREETINGS would like to 
wish all their 
relatives, 
friends & 
neighbours 
a merry 
Christmas

John and 
Jane Smith, 
Oban

MACQUEEN BROS LTD
Removals/Storage & Self Storage   

Full range of packing materials
We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    

Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG
Tel: (01631) 564848

www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

 ANTIQUES AND 
COLLECTABLES

BESWICK China Yorkshire 
Terrier excellent condition,  
£24 Telephone 01246 
456063.
BESWICK china Eagle 
Whisky Flask, still sealed, 
excellent condition,  £20 
Telephone 01246 456063.
VINTAGE SINGER SEW-
ING MACHINE with electric 
motor in good working 
order,  £45 Telephone 01631 
720159.
WADE Membership Model 
Toad (Wind in the Willows) 
boxed,  £29 Telephone 
01246 456063.

 BABY EQUIPMENT
CHILD’S CAR SEAT Maxi 
Cosi, Cabrio Fix, Suit Birth 
- 2 years, black, excellent 
condition,  £60 Telephone 
078677 85395.
CHILD’S JUMPEROO good 
condition, at granny’s house,  
£30 Telephone 01631 720452.

 BICYCLES
NIATRA BICYCLE 18 speed, 
good condition,  £90 Tele-
phone 01631 359186.

 CAR ACCESSORIES
4 x 4  SPORTS ARCH BAR 
brand new Ford ranger 
Wildtrak 2011 onwards 
sports arch bar. Met black. 
Built in brake light. With 
interior lighter,  £99.99 Tele-
phone 07766 577095.
4 x 4 PLASTIC LOAD LINER 
brand new Ford Ranger 
Wildtrak 2011 onwards 
black hard plastic with a built 
in 12v water proof socket,  
£99.99 Telephone 07766 
577095.
LAND ROVER Discovery, 
Range Rover, pair of Shock 
Absorbers, new, still boxed,  
£50 Telephone 01546 603559².
SNOW CHAIN SET size 90, 
never used.  Fits most tyres 
195/14 to 225/45/17,  £15 
Telephone 01631 710078 or 
07906 368545.

 CARAVAN 
EQUIPMENT

ROCKTRAIL PORTABLE 
TOILET brand new in box, 
never been used. Perfect for 
campers and caravans,  £25 
Telephone 01546 605251.

 CARS AND CAR 
PARTS UNDER £250

BREAKING RANGE 
ROVER 4.0 SE, Leather 
interior, walnut, good wheels 
and tyres. Cheap parts.  
Telephone 01546 603559².

 COMPUTERS AND 
GAMES

DY COMPUTER hardly 
used, new condition,  £85 
Telephone 01631 359186.

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

COOKWORKS STAINLESS 
STEEL deep fat fryer(see 
Argos) hardly used,  £15 
Telephone 01631 565142.
WHIRLPOOL A+ CLASS 
FRIDGE size underworktop. 
Good condition. Can deliver in 
Campbeltown area for £5,  £30 
Telephone 01586 553225.

 DOMESTIC PETS

GERMAN WIREHAIRED 
POINTER 7 months old 
bitch, training started, legally 
docked and jagged,  £1,000 
Telephone 01479 861715 
Aviemore².
GERMAN WIREHAIRED 
X POINTER 7 months old 
bitch, training started,  £600 
Telephone 01479 861715 
Aviemore².
WANTED small adult dog, 
either sex, good natured. 
Loving home assured.  
Telephone 01880 820617².

 FURNITURE

BRASS DOUBLE 
HEADBOARD with blue/
pink fl ower spheres,  £60 
Telephone 01546 600045.

main colour green. In excellent 
condition.  Photo available 
on request, nearest offer,  
£200 Telephone 01855 
831669.

 GARDEN
2 SIX YEAR OLD potted Ca-
mellia shrubs. Would make 
lovely Christmas presents,  
£20 each Telephone 01546 
600045.
TOP SOIL loaded into your 
trailer or tipper lorry,  FREE 
Telephone 01631 564848 
Call Offi ce Hours.

 GARDEN 
MACHINERY

LAWN MOWER Mountfi eld, 
46 cm cut, self drive, good 
working order,  £90 Tele-
phone 01631 720159.

 HEALTH AND 
FITNESS

DUMB-BELL SET 4 x 0.5kg, 
4 x 1.25kg, 4 x 2.5kg weight 
plates. 2 dumb-bell bars and 
spin locks.  As new,  £20 
Telephone 01631 570988.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

2 DIMPLEX 500 watt wall 
heaters, “20 each or 2 for 
£35. Telephone 01631 
720452.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, Blue and Pink colours 
in stock available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print.  Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
ENTERTAINMENT

32IN SONY TV with remote 
control,  £50 Telephone 
01631 570988.

 HOME FURNISHINGS

SINGLE MATTRESS very 
good condition.  Town 
centre, buyer uplifts,  £60 
Telephone 01631 565404.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

NEW 12” jam and making 
marmalade making pan,  
£11.99 Telephone 016931 
565142.
WETROOM SHOWER TRAY 
for tiled bathroom, size 900 x 
1100, waste fi ttings and full 
fi tting kit included,  £200 ono 
Telephone 01586 553962².

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS CALENDARS, featur-
ing spectacular photography 
of some of our most scenic 
lochs, rivers, beaches and 
mountains. Places include: 
Stirling, Fort William, Glen-
coe, Aberdeen, Isle of Skye, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Loch 
Lomond, Kelso, Aviemore, 
Forfar, Rum and Eigg, 
Shetland, Glentrool and Dry-
burgh. Always a popular gift 
for family and friends at home 
or abroad. Order on-line at 
www.scottishcalendars.co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  
Ideal for home offi ces or as 
a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MOBILITY
MOBILITY SCOOTER with 
canopy. Lochgilphead Area,  
£300 ono Telephone 07786 
925491.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

PAPER & CARD A4/A3 size, 
sold in reams or by the box, 
ideal for copiers, lasers and 
fax machines.  Contact Krisp 
Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.
RAFFLE TICKETS For your 
prize draw, numbered and 
perforated to your require-

ments.  From Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.

 TICKETS FOR SALE
2 X STATUS QUO TICKETS 
“Last Night of The Electrics” 
SSE Hydro, Tuesday Decem-
ber 20,  £45 each Telephone 
07979 520124.

 TOYS AND GAMES
10 ACTION MEN FIGURES 
clothed, with extra outfi ts, 
weapons and accessories.  
Perfect condition,  £40 Tele-
phone 01631 570988.
BCE FOLDING POOL 
TABLE 5ft foldable pool table 
with cue and balls, in good 
condition ,  £25 Telephone 
01546 605251.
PLASTIC TRAIN SET 40 
pieces of sturdy track includ-
ing turntable, level crossing, 
bridge, tunnel. 3 trains 
+ crane, ferry and dock. 
VG,  £15 Telephone 01397 
772361.
PLAYMOBILE SETS 
Campervan with lots of 
camping equipment; school 
with desks, blackboard and 
swing. 24 playpeople. Very 
good condition.  £9 Tele-
phone 01397772361.
SCALETRIC Le Mans x 4, 
advanced track system, 
boxed, perfect condition,  £48 
Telephone 01631 570988.
STRAW ARCHERY TARGET 
90x90cm Straw Archery 
Target with 10 target faces 
and a lil sioux bow, no arrows 
though. In good condition 
hardly used,  £25 Telephone 
01546 605251.

 WANTED

SHELLFISH 
WANTED
Cockles from ‘B’ 

waters with registration 
document, also large 
winkles, will collect,  

Loch Leven Shellfi sh.

01855 821444 OR 
07785 346231. 
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A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban

Design and prices on request
LETTERING AND RENOVATING 
DONE IN MOST CEMETERIES

TEL: 01631563123 / 07765815982

MEMORIALS

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following terms 
and conditions which relate to the placing of 
advertisements in all publications owned by 
Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one part and 
the Advertiser on the other part.  The Publisher 
publishes newspapers, magazines, books and 
provides advertising space therein or provides 
for the delivery of advertising materials to the 
public within these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, honest 
and truthful and comply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice and all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the insertion 
of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to cancel or 
alter the advertisement by giving reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be deemed 
to be made on acceptance of the advertisers’ 
order by the Publisher whether placed by 
telephone, mail, fax or in person.

5   Cancellation of display advertising must be 
received by the Publisher before the publishing 
deadline, failing which, the publisher reserves the 
right to invoice the customer in full for the whole 
cost of the advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction of the 
Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  In the event of 
any dispute or action by the Publisher to recover 
payment from an advertiser, it is agreed that 
matters will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for any 
loss or damage occasioned by any total or 
partial failure (however caused) of publication 
or distribution of any newspaper or edition 
in which any advertisement is scheduled to 
appear.  In the event of any error, misprint or 
omission in the printing of an advertisement 
or part of an advertisement, the Publisher will 
either re-insert the advertisement or relevant 
part of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment to 
the cost. No re-insertion, refund or adjustment 

will be made where the error, misprint or 
omission does not materially detract from the 
advertisement.
8   Errors must be notifi ed to the Publisher in 
writing within fourteen days of publication.  In 
no circumstances shall the total liability of the 
Publisher for any error, misprint or omission 
exceed the amount of a full refund of any 
price paid to the Publisher for the particular 
advertisement in connection with which liability 
arose or the cost of a further or corrective 
advertisement of a type and standard reasonably 
comparable to that in connection with which 
liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency agrees 
to indemnify the Publisher in respect of all 
costs, damages or other charges falling upon 
the publication as the result of legal actions 
or threatened legal actions arising from the 
publication of the advertisement in any one or 
more of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions supplied 
to the publication in pursuance of the Advertiser/
Advertising Agency order.

10   Adverts under the value of £75 must be 
paid on acceptance of order by the Publisher.  
All advertising on a credit basis must be agreed 
with the Publisher in advance.
11  Payment of any invoice raised by the Publisher 
will be due 15 days from the date of invoice or 
as otherwise directed on the invoice.  In the 
event of non-payment the Publisher may charge 
late payment interest at a rate of 2% and this is 
chargeable on a daily basis from the due date 
until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement assumes 
acceptance of our conditions.
Published by Wyvex Media Limited, P.O. Box 1, 
Oban, PA34 4HB, Tel: (01631) 568000
www.oban t imes .co .uk  and  reg i s te red 
as a newspaper at the Post Office. http://
termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Fundraising Office
Macmillan Cancer Support

PO Box 24040 Edinbrugh EH3 1DZ

Tel 0300 100 0200
In memory of Dawn Joyce

MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Marie Curie Care

Mannin, 2/5 Lismore House
Station Road, Oban

01631 571009

CHARITY DONATIONS

First Name & Surname

Graduated in and name of degree, parents name 

and which schools they have gone to, and place of 

work after study.

ONLY 
£32.50

Call
01631

568000
Celebrate your

Graduation
Only 

£32.50

GRADUATION

Ryan David Leplar
Graduated as “Master of Engineering” with Mechanical 

Engineering 1st Class from Edinburgh Napier University. 
Congratulations from his parents Roger and Helen Leplar 

from Bunessan, Isle of Mull, his brother Michael and all the 
rest of his family. Ryan would like to thank everyone who has 

helped and supported him to obtain this achievement.

like us on 
facebook
www.facebook.com/

obantimes

The Oban Times

THE REGIONAL 
NEWSPAPER FOR THE 
WEST HIGHLANDS, 
ISLANDS AND ARGYLL

The Oban Times is the best-
selling weekly newspaper in the 
Highlands and is distributed via 
1742 newsagents every week

Lochavullin Industrial 
Estate,
Crannog Lane, Oban,
PA34 4HB
Tel: 01631 568000
Fax: 01631 568001
www.obantimes.co.uk

& West Highland Times
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James 5:8
‘Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.’

Thought for the week

SOMEONE once defined hope  as  “an 
active anticipation of good things that 
are to come.” So hope is the golden 
chain that links an uncertain present to 
the future.

We are all living with the darkness, 
the uncertainty and the fears that 
have surrounded us in 2016. We have 
experienced the divisions within the 
United Kingdom. We see daily on our 
TV screens  international political 
tensions, international terrorism, the 
refugee crisis, the dreadful scenes 
in Syria and Iraq, and the unknown 
quantity of American politics following 
the US elections. 

The struggle against the evil of  
terrorism, international political 
rivalry, climate change and  political 
uncertainties at home and abroad will 
be long and hard, and will affect all the 
world’s peoples deeply in many, many 
ways, some of which we cannot yet see.

Our faith gives us hope; our faith 
helps us to see a golden link between 
our every day lives and the future; our 
beliefs point us to a light that will pierce 
the darkness. 

We look for (and pray for) God’s 
guidance which will heal our divisions 
and lead us into the paths of peace.  

Now is the time of Advent. Despite 
the stress, the glitter and the hype, 
we wait with joy for the Advent-the 
Coming among us – of the Christ Child 
at Christmas.

Advent prepares us to think about 
how God lived as one of us. The God of 
eternity became the God of time. It is 
this coming of the Christ Child, which 
is our hope: our light. He is close to 
each one of us now and always will be, 
whatever happens to us.  But we need 
a childlike trust so that we can enter 
the light of His presence and walk with 
Him through the days ahead.

Adoniram Judson, an American 
preacher  once said: “The future is as 
bright as the promises of God.”

And God’s promise is that the day will 
come when, “...to us a child is born, to 
us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders, and he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” 

And that is a great brightness and 
comfort for us and those we love now 
and in the future that awaits us. 

JMM

THE spirit of Christmas is 
being brought to life with 
an online Advent calendar 
featuring 25 specially created 
videos made by Church of 
Scotland ministers from 
parishes across Scotland, 
including Argyll and the 
Highlands and Islands. 

A new film is being released 
each day, reflecting on a 
word relating to a different 
aspect of the season. The 
tone ranges from joyful to 
spiritual, and some videos 
tackle difficult topics such 
as domestic violence and 
loneliness. They are aimed 
at anyone seeking the 
true festive spirit amid the 
rampant commercialism 
which now dominates the 
weeks of Advent.

The first video (on 
December 1) featured the 
Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church 
of Scotland, the Right Rev 
Dr Russell Barr, reflecting 
on the theme of ‘Journey’ 
at Glasgow’s Queen Street 
train station.

He also features in the last 
video, due to be released on 
Christmas Day, reflecting 
on the theme of ‘Shelter’ 
at the site of Glasgow’s 
former Rottenrow maternity 

hospital where he was born. 
‘The Advent season is 

when the church picks up 
the Christmas story,’ he said. 
‘Beginning in Glasgow’s 
Queen Street station, the 
Advent video project will 
take you on a fascinating 
journey of discovery. You 
will learn so much more 
about the deep meaning 
of Christmas and so much 
more about yourself. 

‘We’ve already seen 
thousands of people signing 
up to receive daily email 
reminders when each door 
on our online calendar 
opens, and we’re confident 
the videos will be viewed 
more than 250,000 times.’

The Rev Valerie Allen, 
convener of the Church of 
Scotland’s Violence Against 
Women Task Group, has 
created a hard-hitting film 
which reflects on Christmas 
traditionally seeing a spike in 
reports of domestic violence. 

Valerie, who recently 
climbed all of Scotland’s 
Munros to raise more than 
£4,500 for charities tackling 
domestic abuse, said: ‘No 
woman should have to 
endure violence, and the 
reason some have to endure 
should be challenged. I 

hope this Advent meditation 
will help break the silence 
surrounding the violence 
that many women needlessly 
endure.’

Other participants include 
Dr John McCulloch, a 
ministry candidate in 
training in Argyll, who 
features in day seven, today 
(Thursday December 8); 
Louise Purden, who is 
currently studying for the 
ministry at New College in 
Edinburgh; British Army 
chaplain, the Rev Chris 
Kellock, who worked in an 
Ebola field hospital in Sierra 
Leone in 2014, reflects on 
the word ‘Separation’; and 
Angela Brydson, deacon of 
Annandale and Eskdale, 
is concentrating on the 
meaning of ‘Joy’. 

To view the videos visit 
w w w.chu rchofsc ot land .
org.uk/news_and_events/
news/archive/articles/2015_
advent_calendar

The ‘Spirit of Christmas’ 
is brought to life

RUBY WEDDING

MACKAY – 
MACDONALD – At 
St. Modan’s Church, 
Benderloch by the late Rev. 
Norman MacDonald on 
December 4, 1976, Stuart 
to Mary. Present address – 
Creagdhu, Gallanach, Oban.

GOLDEN WEDDING

BURTON - CAMPBELL 
- John to Wilma at 
Lochgilphead Free Church on 
December 10, 1966. Present 
address: 15 Dalintart, Oban.

DIAMOND WEDDING

MACDONALD - 
CHRISTIE - On November 
28, 1956 at Oban Old Parish 
Church by Rev. Angus 
MacLeod, Douglas to Anne.

DEATHS 

BAKER - Albert, better 
known as Bertie, died on 
Saturday November 26, 
2016 in Cowal Hospice, 
Dunoon. His wife Jean 
was by his side. Once a 
ferryman for Easdale Island 
and an active member of the 
Easdale Seil Community. No 
fl owers please but donations 
to Cowal Hospice would be 
gratefully received. 
BEATTIE - Peacefully, 
at her home, Sona House, 
Kilmartin, with her family 
by her side, on December 
4, 2016, after an illness 
borne bravely and with great 
dignity, Janice Margaret 
Beattie,  aged 57 years. 
Beloved wife of Willie 
Beattie, and much loved 
mum of Steven, William and 
Caroline, and adored Gran 
of Ella, Steven and Kacey. A 
dear friend to many. Funeral 
service will be held in 
Kilmartin Parish Church on 
Friday December 9, 2016 at 
11am, thereafter to Cardross 
Crematorium at 2.15pm.  
All friends are respectfully 
invited to attend. 
BEGBIE - Peacefully in 
the loving care of Montrose 
Care Home, Paisley, on 
November 27, 2016, Gerard, 
beloved husband of the late 
Catherine Hoey, dear father 
to Catherine, Aileen and Ian, 
father-in-law to Charlie, Ian 
& Sandra, cherished grandad 
to Ryan, Sean, Niamh, Olivia, 
Alex and Archie. God bless.
BROWN - Peacefully on 
December 4 2016, in her 
94th year, Nancy J Brown 
(née Falconer), formerly 
of Dalriach Park Terrace, 
Oban, beloved mum to Iain 
and Jim. Sorely missed.
McCORQUODALE - 
Peacefully, at Raigmore 
Hospital, on December 1, 

2016, with her family by her 
side, Mary (Crawford), aged 
90, formerly of Caberfeidh, 
Lochgilphead. Beloved wife 
of the late Douglas, much 
loved mum of David and 
Arthur, dear mother-in-law 
of Kay and Ann, devoted 
granny of Karen, David, 
Lesley, Douglas and Alister 
and proud great granny of 
Hamish and Louie. She was 
also a much loved sister of 
Anne and the late Jessie, 
aunty and friend to many. 
Funeral service to be held in 
Lochgilphead Parish church, 
on Thursday December 8, 
2016 at 12 noon, thereafter to 
Achchnabreac Cemetery. All 
friends respectfully invited. 
Donations, if desired, maybe 
given at the service to the 
British Red Cross.
McCULLOCH - Suddenly 
at her home on November 
27, 2016, in her 76th year, 
Lilian Myrtle, beloved wife 
to the late Jimmy, much loved 
mum to Myrtle and James 
and loving Nana to Matthew, 
Nicole, Chloe and Lauren. 
Family fl owers only, retiral 
collections/donations will be 
taken for Oban Hospice.
WILSON - Robert Lindsay, 
peacefully at Mid Argyll 
Hospital, Lochgilphead 
on December 1, 2016. 
Much loved husband of 
Enez, dear father, father in 
law, grandfather and great-
grandfather. Funeral service 
will be held at Salen Parish 
Church, Isle of Mull on 
Friday December 9, 2016 
thereafter to Pennygown 
cemetery. Family fl owers only 
please, donations if wished to 
Alzheimer’s Scotland.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

BOLTON - The family 
of Allan Bolton (Ginger) 
would like to thank everyone 
who attended the service 
on November 8 for being 
there with us, and everyone 
who conveyed kind words 
and memories. Ginger was 
remembered with love and 
humour, photos and music, 
and thereafter laid to rest in 
the beautiful Glen Nevis. 
Thank you also for your kind 
donations to William the 
(rescued) Care Home dog; 
£160 was raised towards the 
cost of William’s operation.
MACLEAN - Anne, Alex and 
Duncan would like to thank 
everyone for the cards, fl owers 
and many kind expressions of 
sympathy following the sad 
loss of Ken. Special thanks 
to Billy McClymont for his 
kindness and help and also 
to the Rev Johnny Paton for 
his support and the lovely 
service. The sum of £600 was 
raised for Sceleroderma and 
Raynauds UK.

MEMORIAMS

GILLIES – In loving 
memory of Graeme, who 
died on December 3, 2006.
Death leaves a heartache
No one can heal, love 
leaves a memory, no one 
can steal.
- With love Dad, Mam, 
Scott, Kevin, Sarah, 
Cameron and Rory, Ross, 
Asha, Sandy and Lauren.
HAY - Treasured memories 
of Robert a loving son, brother 
and uncle who was taken from 
us so tragically on December 
13, 1998 aged 24 years.
Greatly missed.
- The family
LAMBERT - Remembering 
Joey with sadness and love.
Only a thought away
- Jimmy xx
MACGILLIVRAY - In 
loving memory of Duncan 
who died December 5, 2009. 
Treasured memories of a 
very special person. 
Always in our hearts.
- All the family x
MACINTYRE - In loving 
memory of my dear father 
Hugh MacIntyre, who passed 
away December 9, 1990. 
R.I.P. The years pass by but 
memories stay 
Loved and remembered always
- Inserted by his loving 
daughter, Flora.
MACINTYRE - 
(McCOMBIE) In loving 
memory of a dear brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle Joe, 
who died December 11, 2004.
Always in our thoughts
- John, Teenie, Peter and family
MACKINNON - John. 
December 9, 2015. A year 
has passed. Since you’ve 
been gone. My heart is 
empty the house is too. I 
miss you sitting quietly 
reading your book. With 
your glasses halfway down 
your nose. And looking up 
and saying I’d love a coffee 
Kate. Till we meet again my 
husband, my best friend.
- Your mate Kate.
MACKINNON – Precious 
memories of a much 
loved son and brother 
Johnny, who passed away 
December 9, 2015. You 
walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard, but 
always near. Still loved, still 
missed and very dear.
- Mum Dinah and family.
MACQUARRIE - In loving 
memory of my dear mum, 
Agnes, who died December 
14, 2008. Also remembering 
my dear husband Cameron 
and my dear dad Donald.  
Loved and remembered 
every day
-Inserted by her loving 
daughter Ann, Erskine.

McTAGGART - In loving 
memory of my partner 
Roseanne McTaggart 
(nee Langan), who died 
December 8, 2013.
Always in our thoughts.
- Donnie, Scott and Fiona.
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of a dear dad and 
senair, Hector, who passed 
away on December 7, 2013.
The hands of time keep 
turning and years slip away
But memories are a keepsake 
no-one can take away.
- Love Lorraine, Paul, Gill 
and Kyle
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of Hector, father, 
grandfather and great-
grandfather who passed 
away on December 7, 2013.
Forever loved, missed and 
remembered.
- Christina, Banny, Laura, 
Martin, Sinead and Lewis.
MORRISON - In loving 
memory of Hector, a dear 
dad and Shenair, who passed 
away December 7, 2013.
In our hearts and thoughts 
always
- Teeny, Marie, Ross and 
families
SANDISON -  In memory of 
our precious son Liam.
If tears could build a stairway
and memories a lane
We would walk right up to 
Heaven and bring you back 
again. Our hearts still aches in 
sadness and secret tears will 
fl ow. What it meant to love 
you. No one can ever know. 
We love and miss you always 
Liam.
- Mum, Dad, Aaron and 
Cameron.
SANDISON - In loving 
memory of our darling 
grandson Liam, who died 
December 10, 2006, age 4 years.
Of all the special gifts in life
However great or small
To have you as our grandson
Was the greatest gift of all
With aching hearts we whisper 
low. We miss you Liam and 
love you so.
- Granda and granny, 
Claggan. xx
SANDISON - In loving 
memory of Liam our dear 
grandson. Close in our hearts 
you will always stay. Loved 
and remembered every day.
- Love grandad, gran and Jess. 
xxx
SANDISON - Liam. We 
think about you always. We 
think about you still. You 
have never been forgotten 
and you never will. We hold 
you close within our hearts 
and there you will remain
To walk with us throughout 
our lives. Until we meet 
again. Love and miss you 
always.
- Auntie Linda, Uncle Angie, 
Lisa, Sean and Keven.xx
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THE UK’s only Mountain Bike 
World Cup was named best on 
the 2016 world circuit by cy-
cling’s international governing 
body.

The 15th Fort William 
Mountain Bike World Cup in 
the Scottish Highlands has won 
international recognition after 
it was named best Downhill 
Mountain Bike event in the 
world in 2016.

The event was voted Best 
Downhill World Cup event 
by cycling’s international 
governing body Union Cycliste 
Internationale (UCI), follow-
ing a record-breaking year for 
downhill mountain bike racing 
in Scotland.

Almost 22,000 fans witnessed 
Great Britain’s Rachel Ather-
ton and South Africa’s Greg 
Minnaar win the women’s and 
men’s events last June in what 
has been described by many 
as one of the most memorable 
downhill world cups in the 
sport’s history.

Organisers Rare Manage-
ment are now gearing up for 
next year’s event and have 
confirmed early bird tickets 
are now on sale, with the UCI 
Mountain Bike World Cup and 
BUFF® 4X Pro Tour returning 
on June 3 and 4 June 2017.

As well as drawing record 
crowds, who witnessed stunning 
action in glorious sunshine, the 
15th Fort William Mountain 
Bike World Cup won over UCI 
voters for its uncompromising 
downhill course on the slopes 
of Aonach Mor, its event organ-
isation and unique atmosphere 
which included emotional 
farewells to legendary riders of 
the sport.

To add to the accolades, there 
was a Hall of Fame award at the 

Fort William Mountain Bike
event voted best in the world

recent Mountain Biking Scot-
land conference, recognising 
the inspiration and the profile 
it has generated for the sport.

Event organiser Mike Jar-
dine, from Rare Management, 
said: ‘We’re absolutely thrilled 
to have won international 
recognition as the UCI’s Best 
World Cup event for 2016. This 
accolade is a huge boost to the 
event’s profile as we launch 
early bird ticket sales for the 
2017 World Cup and cements 
Scotland and the Highland’s 
world-class reputation and 
status as a bike-friendly desti-
nation for visitors from across 
the globe.

Unique
‘This year’s event was special 

and surpassed all our expecta-
tions. The award is testament 
to the hard work of all of our 
partners, sponsors, riders, vol-
unteers and fans who continue 
to make this event a legendary 
and unique experience for all 
the family.’

Supported by EventScotland 
and the Highland Council, it’s 
the tenth time the event has 
won the Best Downhill World 
Cup award. In total it has 
won 29 UK and international 
awards since 2002.

Taking place at the Nevis 
Range ski area, 9kms from 
Fort William, it is regarded a 
must-see event on the Scottish 
sporting calendar and contin-
ues to bring a huge financial 
boost to Highland tourism 
delivering an estimated £33m 
to the economy since 2002.

Stuart Turner, head of 
EventScotland, said: ‘It’s great 
to see the accolades just keep 

coming for the UCI Mountain 
Bike World Cup in Fort Wil-
liam, which has undoubtedly 
been one of the leading events 
to take place in Scotland for a 
number of years.

‘Its selection as the Downhill 
World Cup of the Year, as well 
as its induction to the Scottish 
Mountain Biking Hall of Fame, 
is indicative of its popularity 
among the mountain biking 
fraternity and the general pub-
lic and we are delighted to offer 
our continued support through 
EventScotland’s international 
programme.’

Leader of the Lochaber 
Committee Councillor 
Thomas MacLennan added 
his congratulations.  He said: 
‘The Highland Council has 
supported the event from year 
one. It’s been an inspiration to 
local youngsters who have since 
gone on to become some of the 
top riders in similar events 
across the world.

‘The team does a terrific job 
in not only maximising the 
economic benefits to local 
businesses but also raising the 
profile of the sport. As the 
crowds grow bigger each year, 

so too does the reputation of 
Lochaber. 

‘Mountain bike enthusiasts 
of all abilities visit our forest 
trails year round and relish the 
chance to compare how the 
world’s best tackle the purpose 
built courses they ride. The 
Highland Council is delighted 
by the continued success of the 
UCI World Cup events and 
Lochaber people look forward 
to welcoming spectators and 
competitors back.’

Fans looking to secure 
tickets early can book now at 
a discounted rate through the 
Early Bird ticket offer which 
is available until December 31. 
Buying now guarantees access 
to the Nevis Range gondola 
which travels above the down-
hill course between the start 
and finish.

Tickets start at £15.50 for 
adults and £8.50 for children 
aged 6 to 17. Family packages 
starting from £40 are also 
available.

For more information on pur-
chasing early bird tickets and 
details about next year’s event 
visit www.fortwilliamworldcup.
co.uk.

‘It’s great to see the 
accolades just keep 
coming for the UCI 
Mountain Bike World 
Cup in Fort William’

Huge crowds � ock to Fort William every year for the Mountain Bike World Cup. Photos: Charne Hawkes

A rider takes to the air as he speeds down the mountain.

The Campbell family are proving to be a formidable force in Lochaber shinty. Max Campbell 
was named U14 Player of the Year, his aunt Aileen Campbell won Ladies Player of the Year and 
Supporters Player of the Year and her brother, Lachlan Campbell, was named First Team Player 

of the Year and presented with a Lifetime Achievement Award. Photographs: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Lochaber 
Camanachd 
awards night

FORT William Shinty Club 
held its annual awards dinner 
dance in the West End Hotel 
last Friday. 

The ladies winners, below, 
were left, Anne Fairbairn, 
Division 2 Joint Player of the 
Year; Alayna Smith, Develop-
ment Player of the Year; Sophie 
Munro, Players’ Player of the 
Year; Lexie Lopez, Develop-
ment Player of the Year and 
Katie Higgins, Joint Division 2 
Player of the Year. 

Pictured left is Ryan Boyle 
who took home most improved 
player while, James Tangney, 
centre, won first team Player of 
the Year and Seumas Gall, U17 
Player of the Year. Missing on 
the night was Lachie Shaw who 
was crowned U14 and second 
team Player of the Year.  

Fort William Shinty Club holds 
presentation dinner dance

Shinty

Shinty

Photographs: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Above: award winners at the 
Lochaber Camanachd celebration 

dinner, left to right: Rebecca 
Masson, Women’s Team; Neil 

MacDonald, Lifetime Award; Keith 
Neville, Second Team Player of the 

Year; Claire Delaney, Most Improved 
Player; Findlay MacDonald, U17 

Player of the Year; Max Campbell, 
U14 Player of the Year; Aeleen 
Campbell, Ladies Player of the 

year and Supporters Player of the 
Year; John Sweeney, Best Trainer;  

Lachlan Campbell, First Team Player 
of the Year and Lifetime Achieve-

ment Award; Michael Delaney, 
Coach of the Year, and Shanna 

Michie, Second Team Player of the 
Year. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.
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Best for all shinty news, results and � xtures
SHINTY

Marine 
Harvest 
Media 
Award 

winners 
2016

Camanachd Association chief offi cer 
bows out after six years at the helm 

Women’s 
Camanachd 
Association 
annual general 
meeting
The Women’s Camanachd 
Association annual general 
meeting took place at The Isles 
of Glencoe Hotel on Saturday 
November 26.

The fairly straight forward 
event was boosted by news that 
two new clubs will be entering 
next season’s competitions. 

Oban Lorn, who are affiliated 
to the Oban Lorn men’s team, 
will compete in Marine Har-
vest South Division 2 whilst 
the English Shinty Association 
(ESA) will enter the Marine 
Harvest Challenge Cup.

The ESA stated their will-
ingness to travel regardless of 
whether they are drawn home 
or away, although there may 
need to be a compromise over 
the venue if the travel is too 
great.    

These additions increase to 19 
the number of competing teams 
in women’s senior shinty and 
are further evidence of growth 
within the women’s game. 

WCA president Lisa McColl 
praised the contribution made 
over a number of years by Skye’s 
Marion Gillies who stood down 
as secretary. 

Lisa McColl said Marion, a 
former Marine Harvest WCA 
volunteer of the year, had ‘gone 
above and beyond in her many 
roles’.

Camanachd Association pres-
ident Jim Barr added his thanks 
saying that Marion had been ‘a 

CAMANACHD Association 
board members and staff - 
past and present - gathered 
ahead of last month’s annual 
general meeting for a specially 
arranged meal, after which 
they presented gifts to outgoing 
chief operating officer Torquil 
Macleod as a mark of appreci-
ation for his service in the post.  

A popular figure during over 
six years at the helm of shinty’s 
governing body, Torquil is tak-
ing up a role in VisitScotland’s 
events directorate.   

After announcing his depar-
ture at the end of August, he 
stayed on to see out the 2016 
shinty season, with the final 
date in the diary being the Ca-
manachd Association’s annual 
general meeting.

With the meeting successfully 
concluded, a Saturday morning 
lie-in might have been in order. 
But Torquil was to be found 
at his desk at the Camanachd 
Association HQ in Inverness 
attending to final matters 
before closing this particular 
chapter of his career. 

This included issuing notes of 
thanks to long-term sponsors 
Marine Harvest, who are about 
to start their 30th year sponsor-
ing their favourite sport, and 
shinty/hurling Celtic cousins 
the GAA. 

‘Shinty is so lucky to have 
Marine Harvest,’ said Torquil. 
‘Their support over such a 
prolonged period is second to 
none. It’s important to have 
a sponsor who believes in the 
worth of the product and Ma-
rine Harvest does just that.’

On the GAA, he said: ‘It was 
a privilege to have partnered 
them. They are such a massive 
organisation and they really 
buy-in to the international 
meetings.’

There’s much to cover since 
Torquil Macleod took up the 
role of chief operating officer 
in April 2010. 

Asked about his highlights, 

Torquil said: ‘I couldn’t say 
I was most pleased about 
any one thing in particular,’ 
said Torquil. ‘But I’ve really 
enjoyed the big events such as 
Camanachd Cup finals and the 
shinty/hurling/camogie inter-
nationals with Ireland.

‘The 2015 Camanachd Cup 
final in Oban was a particular 
highlight. 

‘It was a beautiful day at a 
fantastic setting. The Mossfield 
pitch was in great condition 
and what Lovat achieved that 
day was wonderful. It was a 
really special occasion.’ 

Casting his mind further 
back to 2011, Torquil said: 
‘When Newtonmore lifted the 
Camanachd Cup for the first 
time in 25 years, I think I really 
understood just how much the 
competition meant to so many 
people and to their community.

‘The 2014 Camanachd Cup 
final between Kingussie and 
Glenurquhart at the Bught 
Park, Inverness, drew the 
biggest crowd of my tenure and 
there were some great celebra-
tions in the Kingussie camp 
afterwards. 

‘The shinty/hurling/camogie 
internationals also stand out. 
The whole scale of the GAA 
operation, their engagement in 
the fixture and the thrill of be-
ing at Croke Park are all stand-
outs. The games themselves are 
fascinating spectacles and they 
create something which is quite 
different to anything else you 
see on a sporting field.

‘As well as these fantastic 
events though, I’ve met many 
characters within the game of 
shinty. 

‘The people and their 
communities are so special. I 
wasn’t brought up as part of a 
small community but shinty has 
showed me just what that is all 
about and how important the 
game is to people.’ 

Looking back to early 2010 
and how he felt about taking 

on the post, Torquil said: ‘I was 
attracted by something that I 
saw as being a great product. 
My background was in events, 
promotion and the commercial 
side of operations and I saw 
great possibilities there with 

shinty. On the other hand, I 
didn’t anticipate running a 
disciplinary committee and all 
that would entail or of the liai-
son that would be required with 
major bodies such as the GAA. 

‘That was all new to me as 

were things like governance, a 
corporate structure and human 
resources, but you quickly slot 
into these roles and I must 
say Sportscotland were very 
supportive regarding these 
matters.’ 

As for the way forward for 
shinty, Torquil continued: 
‘What shinty needs to do next 
is to continue the development 
of the game. We must continue 
to make the game of shinty 
attractive to young people. 

‘Shinty is highly relevant, par-
ticularly in the Highland and 
Argyll areas, and it’s important 
to make young people buy into 
it and to commit to the sport. 

‘There is real competition out 
there from other sports and ac-
tivities and we have to continue 
to offer shinty as a positive 
experience. If we have organ-
ised competitions with players 
who are well looked after in 
a competitive and developing 
environment, I think the sport 
sells itself. 

‘Many clubs are doing just 
that and it’s great to see devel-
opments such as old changing 
rooms being replaced by new 
facilities. 

‘This all contributes towards 
the players enjoying the shinty 
experience.

‘I can drive around the Bught 
Park area in Inverness on any 
given day and see football, 
hockey or rugby being played. 
Shinty stands up well against 
these other sports but we can’t 
afford to be complacent. We 
have a great product but its 
future success is all down to the 
player experience.’      

When asked what has changed 
most since 2010, Torquil re-
flected: ‘I feel we have really 
pulled together as a sport. The 
level of in-fighting is nowhere 
near what it was. 

‘I would like to think that 
whilst we still have internal 
discussion on a range of topics, 
we come out of it all still going 
forward. 

‘That’s the way it should be 
because we have many compet-
itors out there and shinty is too 
fragile a sport to fight amongst 
ourselves. 

‘Our fight should be with 

other competing sports but I 
can see cohesion now. We are 
fairly united as a sport which is 
something to be proud of.’

Torquil Macleod has played a 
significant role in being a uni-
fying presence within the sport 
over his six year term in office.

He could never have been 
described as a ‘shinty diehard’ 
ahead of his appointment but 
his attributes, including events 
management, promotion and 
commercial input are strengths 
which the Camanachd Associa-
tion board of directors are keen 
to recognise in his successor. 
That is a compliment in itself.   

Camanachd Association 
president Jim Barr was in no 
doubt as to the huge contribu-
tion Torquil has made. He said: 
‘Torquil brought significant 
energy into the role of chief 
operating officer. 

‘He remained 100 per cent 
committed to the job from the 
day he arrived. He never let 
up and, in fact, he is still doing 
some things for us now even 
although he is officially off the 
payroll. 

‘He is a very dedicated indi-
vidual who made significant 
improvements to a number of 
areas of the workings of the 
Camanachd Association. Gov-
ernance is one area where he 
has made significant improve-
ments. He took advice from the 
likes of sportscotland and took 
time to understand the detail of 
what should be implemented so 
that he could educate the board 
on what was required for good 
governance. Our disciplinary 
process is much stronger for his 
work.      

‘Torquil also enhanced the 
image of shinty which helps sell 
it to a wider audience whilst the 
standard of our marketing and 
events is higher than it has ever 
been. 

‘We’ll miss Torquil and we 
wish him well in his new ap-
pointment.’ 

faithful and dedicated WCA 
representative at Camanachd 
Association meetings’.

Lisa McColl was re-elected 
as chairwoman while Deborah 
Cameron remains treasurer. 
Lyndsay Bradley leads fund-
raising with Siobhan Thomson 
also staying on as publicity 
officer. 

The posts of secretary, 
fixtures secretary, a second 
publicity officer and events 
organiser remain unfilled. 
Some progress has been made 
in filling these roles since the 
AGM with announcements 
expected shortly.

Siobhan Thomson also agreed 
to be the new WCA representa-
tive at Camanachd Association 
meetings. 

Strathglass proposed that the 
length of north and south divi-
sion games should be increased 
from 35 minutes to 40 minutes 
each half.

The proposal didn’t receive 
the required support, but it 
was agreed individual fixtures 
could be played 40 minutes 
each way, and ten-a-side, with 
the agreement of both compet-
ing clubs.

After the success of the 2016 
Valerie Fraser and Marine 
Harvest Challenge Cup finals 
at An Aird, it was agreed to tri-
al all cup finals in Fort William 
with semi-finals alternating 
between the north and south.

If the trial is successful, a 
proposal along these lines is 
expected to be put to the 2017 
WCA AGM.

A committee will review the 
annual north v south fixtures 
with changes including U14/
U15 9-a-side, U21 and senior 
clashes being considered. 

Scotland Ladies head coach 

Stuart Reid reported on the 
international year.

There were three open inter-
national sessions which were 
well attended.

The initial Scotland squad of 
30 players was cut down to a 
final pool of 20 players who had 
a preparation match against 
Beauly U17s ahead of the inter-
national. 

Dublin proved to be very 
strong opposition. This was 
Scotland Ladies’ first meeting 
against a top level team so 
there are many lessons to learn. 

The match was the opening 
game of a three-year series with 
Dublin.

The 2017 encounter will take 
place in Dublin while there will 
be a return to Inverness the 
year after. 

Katie Drain was thanked for 
her development work. There 
were well-received develop-
ment days in Inverness, Loch-
gilphead and Glasgow, while 
more than 70 players attended 
shinty camp.

The Camanachd Association 
was thanked for its coaching 
education support and the 
WCA is particularly keen that 
there is at least one trained 
person at each club.

There is also the possibility 
of a monthly masterclass series 
where a mixture of WCA 
and Camanachd Association 
coaches take over another 
club’s training. 

Artemis Macaulay 
Cup draw
The countdown continues 
ahead of the 2017 Artemis 
Macaulay Cup draw which will 
be made live on Oban FM on 

Saturday December 17. The 
Artemis Macaulay Cup draw 
is the first real marker for the 
new shinty season as the top 
eight clubs from the north and 
south compete in a regional 
battle with a north v south final 
guaranteed.   

The draw will start at 6pm on 
Oban FM’s Sports View pro-
gramme and can be followed 
online. 

Col Glen awards
Col Glen reflected on the 2016 
shinty season at their annual 
awards and youth was to the 
fore. 

Following promotion from 
Marine Harvest North Division 
2 at the end of the 2015 shinty 
season, Col Glen finished fifth 
in last season’s South 1, behind 
fourth-placed Taynuilt only on 
goal difference. 

Andrew MacVicar, the 2015 
young player of the year, has 
just turned 18 and was the 
club’s player of the year.

Another promising youngster, 
14-year-old Cally Mcnaughton, 
was young player of the year. 

Two more 14-year-olds were 
amongst the prizes as Scott 
MacVicar was the most im-
proved player whilst Connor 
Kennedy was top goalscorer.

Col Glen will continue to be 
managed by Jimmy Edgar next 
season. 

Newtonmore 
player of the year
Newtonmore’s haul of trophies 
last season marked another 
successful year for the club and 
there was plenty competition 
when it came to handing out 
the player of the year prizes. 

Scotland defender Andy 

MacKintosh was a key member 
of the top flight’s meanest 
defence and his performances 
earned him the first team play-
er of the year title.

Former Scottish international 
and ex-Lochcarron player 
Kenny Ross was named second 
team player of the year for the 
second successive season.   

Scotland U17 forward Iain 
Robinson made a mark in both 
the first and second teams dur-
ing 2016 and was named youth 
player of the year. 

Strathspey launch 
equipment drive
Marine Harvest North Division 
2 side Strathspey Camanachd 
were dealt a devastating blow 
when a fire destroyed all their 
shinty equipment - sticks, balls, 
helmets and corner flags. 

Club members have embarked 
on a fundraising drive to buy 
replacement equipment whilst 
other shinty clubs have offered 
support by donating kit.   

Glengarry holds 
awards night
John MacKinnion has been 
named Glengarry Shinty Club’s 
players player of the year.

John, who was presented 
with his trophy by club chair-
man John MacDonald, was 
described as a ‘loyal steady 
defender for the club’. 

The shinty club held the an-
nual event at The Bothy, Fort 
Augustus, where ‘a lovely meal 
was enjoyed by all’ on Saturday 
November 26.

Glengarry Shinty Club com-
mittee thank everyone who 
supported their fundraising at 
Invergarry Craft Fair on Satur-

day November 19 and Saturday 
November 26 at an event in The 
Memorial Hall, Fort Augustus.  

The club thanks Caledonian 
Thistle Football Club, Rangers 
Football Club, The Camanachd 
Association, The Well of the 
Seven Heads Store Lochaber 
Larder, Great Glen Trading, 
M&G MacLennan, members 
and supporters, who all donat-
ed raffle prizes, and for making 
the event such a success.

North Skye win 
Ewen Morrison 
Memorial Cup
North Skye lifted the 2016 
Ewen Morrison Memorial Cup 
when they edged out South 
Skye following a penalty shoot-
out at Pairc nan Laoch, Portree 
on Saturday December 3.

A decent sized crowd, which 
included new Skye Camanachd 
first team co-managers Willie 
Cowie and Peter Gordon, were 
well-entertained at this keenly 
contested encounter.

The cup was presented to 
North captain Ally MacDonald 
by Chrisanne MacDonald, 
Ewen Morrison’s niece.

Skye hold AGM
Continuity was key at Skye 
Camanachd’s annual general 
meeting which took place at 
Pairc nan Laoch on Saturday 
December 3.

The AGM took place follow-
ing the Ewen Morrison Me-
morial Cup meeting between 
North Skye and South Skye 
which the North eventually won 
on penalties. 

The new format, replacing 
the usual evening AGM, was a 
big success with more than 80 

members gathered to hear re-
ports from chairman Douglas 
MacDougall, treasurer Alas-
dair Bruce and all the team 
managers. 

Continuity was the theme of 
the AGM with the following 
office bearers remaining in 
post: chairman - Douglas Mac-
Dougall; secretary - Chrisanne 
MacDonald and treasurer - 
Alasdair Bruce.

The remaining committee 
members also stay in post. 

The various management 
teams had been decided ahead 
of the AGM.

Members were told Skye 
Camanachd is now a SCIO 
which means it is an incorpo-
rated body which has charitable 
status under the Charities and 
Trustee Investment (Scotland) 
Act 2005. 

This move puts Skye Cama-
nachd on a much more secure 
footing for the future and 
opens the door to new funding.   

West Highland Free Press ed-
itor Ian McCormack was added 
to the list of Skye Camanachd 
vice presidents. 

Skye Ladies 
presented         
with 
league trophy
Skye Camanachd Ladies were 
presented with the Marine 
Harvest National Division 1 
trophy at Pairc nan Laoch, Por-
tree, on Saturday December 3.

Marine Harvest business 
manager Steven Bracken trav-
elled to Portree to hand over 
the trophy to Skye Camanachd 
Ladies captain Jenna Beaton.

Torquil Macleod has stepped as down as chief operating o�  cer of the Camanachd Association. 
Photograph: Neil Paterson.
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Please 
tape your 
£1 coin 

here

THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £550
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where 
you think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum 
of 20 attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre 
of your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the 
crosses overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 
per 20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot 
the Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will 
be given for entries received after the deadline.
You may hand it into The Oban Times Head Offi ce, Lochavullin, 
Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.
The Company’s decision is fi nal on all matters relating to the 

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 
fi nal decision rests with the Company.
In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and 
any person otherwise connected with the competition are 
ineligible to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: 
Mark your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, 
The Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

J MacAulay
Bishopton Road
Lochgilphead

J McNulty
Ardtornish
Tayvallich

Fitness

OBAN Squash Club held their 
open championships recently.  
The gents’ competition was on 
the Saturday and the ladies’ on 
Sunday.

Over the two days 34 com-
petitors took part from Oban, 
Dunblane, Glasgow and Fort 
William. It was a fantastic 

Squash club hold open championships

Nicola Morgan with the ladies’ 
championship trophy.

Fort William’s Alan Love was 
the gents’ champion.

weekend of squash with plenty 
of great games to watch from 
both the gents and ladies.

The winner of the gents’ 
open was Alan Love from Fort 
William, who beat Michael 
Kelly from Oban in a great 
final. The ladies’ champion 
was Nicola Morgan, who beat 
fellow Obanite Kerry Delaney 
in another great match.

The club would like to thank 
Atlantis Leisure for the use of 
the courts over the weekend, 
and Keith Oversby, Alan Moore 
and Michael Kelly for excellent 
refereeing of the matches.

A big thank you to the spon-
sors, Donald MacLean, Mac-
Queen Brothers, Rutherford’s 
hairdressers and the Royal 
Hotel for laying on a great 
evening.

Thanks go to all who played in 
both the gents’ and the ladies’ 
championships for taking part 

and making it such a fantastic 
weekend.

The winners received their 
trophies at the annual Oban 
Tennis and Squash Club awards 
dinner dance held in the Royal 
Hotel, Oban, on Saturday De-
cember 3.

Marine science students from SAMS UHI represented the University of the Highlands and Islands at 
the Scottish university Ladies Team Racing Championship and won the silver class. Pictured, from 

left: Fatima Gianella, Regina Huttunen, Leah Riehn, Ashlie McIvor, Francesca Molinari and Iona 
Helyer. 

Marine science students make
waves with maiden sailing victory
A NEW sailing team formed 
by students at the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
(SAMS) at Dunbeg has navi-
gated its way to a national title 
just months after starting up.

The University of the High-
lands and Islands Wind and 
Wave Club, which is so far 
made up entirely of SAMS 
UHI students, won the silver 
class event recent Ladies Team 
Racing Championship at For-
far Loch, organised by Scottish 
Student Sailing and hosted by 
Dundee Sailing Club.

It was the ladies team’s first 
competition, having only start-
ed training in October, and 
three of the six women had only 
set foot in the Racing Firefly 
boat used in competition two 
weeks prior to the event.

The inexperienced team was 
led by captain Ashlie McIvor, 
who has only been sailing since 
May.

The multi-national SAMS 
UHI team, taken from under-
graduate and masters levels, 
comprises Ashlie McIvor 
(Scotland), Regina Huttunen 
(Finland), Fatima Gianella 
(Peru), Iona Helyer (Scotland), 
Francesca Molinari (Italy) and 
Leah Riehn (Germany).  When 
racing, the team identified 
themselves by wearing shower 
caps in their university colour 
of purple.

Interest
Club coach Joe Penhaul-

Smith, a PhD student at SAMS 
UHI and former Staunton 
Harold sailor, said: ‘I only 
set up the club a couple of 

months ago because there 
seemed to be a fair bit of in-
terest in watersports at SAMS 
UHI.

‘We have around 10 to 15 
sailors at training at the 
moment, some of whom are 
complete beginners, so to have 
won a competition so early on 
is fantastic.

‘We are currently borrowing 
boats and equipment from 
Oban Sailing Club but I hope 
that with some more support 
the club can continue to grow.’

The Wind and Wave Club is 
open to all University of the 
Highlands and Islands students 
and trains every weekend at 
Oban Sailing Club.

Sailing

BT West Division One
Irvine P
Oban Lorne P
OBAN Lorne’s 1st XV fixture 
away to fellow league strugglers 
Irvine was postponed on Sat-
urday due to a lack of available 
front row in the Oban squad as 
a result of injury, holidays and 
work commitments.

The decision was made to 
postpone the fixture late last 
week with the agreement of the 
West Regional League Com-
mittee and acceptance from 
Irvine RFC.

Saturday’s postponement 
shows the lack of depth the club 
are currently experiencing up 
front with the same few players 
called upon each week to take 
up positions within the front 
row. While healthy numbers ex-
ist in other areas of the squad, a 
match cannot go ahead in West 
Division 1 without both sides 
fielding a strong and experi-
enced front row.

Oban go into this Satur-
day’s home match against 
Kilmarnock sitting ninth in 
the league but with a game in 
hand over the sides around 
them. The Green Machine will 
be hoping for a much-needed 
win to lift themselves clear of 

Green Machine match called off
bottom-placed Helensburgh 
and increase he pressure on the 
likes of Kilmarnock and Irvine 
immediately sitting above 
Oban Lorne.

This Saturday’s match will 
kick off at 2pm at Glencruitten, 
and all are welcome.

Oban Lorne RFC will be 
hosting a sponsors’ lunch in the 
clubhouse on Saturday prior to 
Oban’s match v Kilmarnock. 
Anyone interested in attending 
should contact Hamish Mathe-
son on 07768 216087

BT West Division 4
Argyll and Bute P
Clydesdale P
Argyll and Bute’s home fixture 
against Clydesdale RFC was 
postponed on Saturday as the 
visitors were unable to raise a 
side for the match.

This Saturday Argyll travel 
to take on league leaders 
Glasgow Uni Medics away. 
There is doubt over the game 
going ahead, however, as the ta-
ble-topping medics side failed 
to fulfil last Saturday’s game 
against Mull due to exams.

Under-18 West League
Glasgow Hawks 22
Oban Lorne 18
Oban Lorne U18s made the 
trip to Anniesland on Saturday 
to take on second-placed Glas-
gow Hawks in the U18 West 
League.

The Oban U18 side have gath-
ered some serious momentum 
over the course of the season 
with a huge improvement in 
the team’s performances and 
growing numbers almost every 
week. This Saturday the team 
were without a few regulars 
due to injury but were able to 
call upon 16-year-olds David 
Cameron and Euan MacLean 
from the U16 team to field  a 
full squad.

A try with only a few minutes 
to go sealed the win for Glas-
gow Hawks for what was a very 
entertaining and well-matched 
game. 

All three of Oban’s tries came 
from Stephen Povey, who has 
also been impressing with the 
1st XV this season.

This Saturday, Oban U18s 
entertain Glasgow Hawks at 

Glencruitten with the game 
acting as a curtain-raiser for 
the senior side’s fixture. Kick 
off for the U18s is around 2pm 
at Glencruitten.

Under-16 friendly fi xture
Oban Lorne 31
Kintyre/Campbeltown 0
Oban’s U16 team made the trip 
south on Sunday to take on 
Argyll rivals Kintyre RFC in 
Campbeltown.
 Having no West League fix-
ture, the match was arranged to 
give both sides more competi-
tive rugby and further enhance 
the relationship between two 
Argyll clubs.

The hosts Kintyre, who boast-
ed an 18-man squad, started 
the game really well with their 
direct style of play and should 
have gone ahead in the first few 
minutes with a penalty attempt 
at the posts going narrowly 
wide.

At half-time Oban led 10-0 
with tries from man of the 
match Kieran Morrison and 
one from Craig Cook.

Oban’s higher game experi-

ence was made to count as they 
ran in three converted tries, 
one apiece from Angus Neil 
and Ian Barlow while Kieran 
Morrison got his second of 
the day to make the final score 
31-0.

Oban U16s travel to play their 
final West League fixture this 
Sunday away to Uddingston/ 
Waysiders.

West Under-14 League
Glasgow Hawks 38
Oban Lorne 19
Oban Lorne U14s lost 38-19 
against unbeaten Glasgow 
Hawks on Sunday. The result 
was a huge improvement on a 
40-0 home loss Oban suffered 
to the same opposition earlier 
in the season.

This Saturday Oban’s U13 and 
U14 teams travel to Edinburgh 
to take on Cliftonhall school in 
a friendly game.

BT National Women’s 
League
Helensburgh 0
Oban Lorne 64
Oban Lorne Ladies travelled to 

Helensburgh on Sunday to play 
the second fixture between the 
teams this season. Oban hosted 
Helensburgh for their first 
game of the season and put in 
an impressive performance se-
curing a strong victory meaning 
they could travel to this game in 
high confidence.

The ladies travelled with 13  
players to face the 18-strong 
Helensburgh squad. 

Although Oban did not have 
a full squad this did not affect 
them as they started the match 
very strongly. 

Oban threatened the Helens-
burgh try line from start to 
finish which resulted in a final 
score of 64-0 to Oban. Tries 
came from Audrey Barr (3), 
Emma Roxburgh (2), Lindsey 
Waterson (2), Georgia Mitchell 
(1), Laura MacCormick (1) 
and Veronica Speirs (1). Ellie 
MacNiven managed to convert 
six of the tries and Laura Mac-
Cormick converted one. 

Overall an outstanding team 
performance from Oban Lorne 
Ladies with a strong shift put in 
by all players. 

Oban Lorne Ladies remain 
top of the league and will now 
wait till the New Year for their 
next fixture.

ON JANUARY 14 Body Pump 
celebrates its 100th release with 
a global launch.

Body Pump is the low weights, 
high reps fitness class that has 
taken over the world and takes 
place in over 15,000 clubs 
across the planet.

The programme was started 
by Philip Mills, an Olympic ath-
lete in New Zealand where he 
helped run the ‘Les Mills’ gyms 
his father had set up. Already 
running traditional aerobics 
classes, they soon realised there 
was a demand for some simple, 
but popular, weights classes.

The benefits of strength train-
ing on fitness and functionality 
meant the class quickly became 
hugely popular.

Body Pump was developed to 
accommodate men and women, 
of all ages and fitness levels, 
by providing a workout that 
was effective for everyone. The 
relatively light weights, used for 
a high number of repetitions, 
meant this class did not dis-
criminate.

Weight training is hugely ben-
eficial – from cardiovascular 
health to joint functionality 
to hormone responses. This 
type of training also produced 
incredible shape, in both men 
and women, with lean, toned 
muscles and longevity of results.

Atlantis has been running 
Body Pump classes for over 
12 years and continues to 
fill weekly classes. Three 
years ago it invested in Smart 
bars – which make transitions 
between tracks smooth and fast 
and also lets you use the plates 
as hand weights.

Come join in at Atlantis Lei-
sure on January 14 for the Body 
Pump 100 party that’s going to 
take over the whole centre and 
raise funds for the under-fives’ 
playpark. Keep an eye on 
Facebook for all the details and 
a few surprises.

Body Pump 
celebrates 
with party

Body Pump 100 party at 
Atlantis Leisure on

 January 14
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Sport
Football

Scottish AFL  results 
and � xtures

LAST Saturday’s results: 
Scottish Amateur Cup, fourth 
round – Salvesen 0, Oban Saints 
2; Dunoon 3, Baillieston 3; 
Premier Division – Motherwell 
Thistle 3, Campbeltown 
Pupils 2; Premier Division 2A 
– Carlton YM v Lochgilphead 
Red Star, postponed; Premier 
Division 2B – Port Glasgow 11, 
Tarbert 0.
 This Saturday’s fixtures: 
West of Scotland Cup, fourth 
round – Lochgilphead Red 
Star v Claremont; Jimmy 
Marshall Trophy, second round 
– Inverclyde v Campbeltown 
Pupils; Port Glasgow OBU v 
Oban Saints; Premier Division 
2B – Tarbert v FC Argyll.      

Shinty
Football

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 1, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.46 1.8 12.18 3.3 17.47 1.8  **.** *.*
Fri 00.37 3.1 07.02 1.7 13.54 3.5 19.56 1.6
Sat 02.10 3.2 08.15 1.5 14.54 3.7 20.56 1.3
Sun 03.08 3.5 09.20 1.2 15.43 3.9 21.48 1.1
Mon 03.55 3.8 10.17 1.0 16.28 4.1 22.37 0.8
Tues 04.40 4.0 11.09 0.8 17.11 4.2 23.23 0.7
Wed 05.23 4.1 11.58 0.7 17.54 4.2  **.**  *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

16
12

11

Salvesen                             0
Oban Saints                     2
Scottish Cup – fourth round

Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 8°C to 11ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 11ºC.

Level 2 shinty 
coaching course

Oban Saints’ youth 
results and � xtures
Youth football

LASTweekend’s results: 
Under-13s 3, Glasgow Red Star 
Athletic 2. Scoring for Saints 
were Liam Campbell, Thomas 
McCrindle and William 
Duncan.
 Under-14s 1, Hillwood 1. 
Saints marksman was Neilly 
Russell.
  Scottish Cup, last 16 – 
Under-15s 0, Jimmy Johnstone 
Academy 7.
 Ardencaple 4, Under-16s 
3. Saints goalscorers were 
Sol Smith, Rory Dowd and 
Cameron Kerr.
 Under-17s  6, Port Glasgow 
Juniors 0. Scoring for the Oban 
side were Lewis Buchanan 
(2), Daniel McCuish, Kenneth 
MacDonald, Martin Rennie 
and Craig Easton. 
 This weekend’s fixtures: 
Under-13s v Dumbarton Riv-
erside; Kilpatrick v Under-15s; 
Bargeddie Colts v Under-16s; 
Under-17s no game.

SAINTS made a rare journey 
east to Edinburgh last Saturday 
where they successfully booked 
their place in the Scottish Ama-
teur Cup fifth-round draw.
 Manager Alex Craik’s team 
selection plans received a 
setback when ever-presents 
Willie Gemmell and Marc 
Maccallum had to call off due to 
work commitments and illness 
respectively. Also missing from 
the squad was the influential 
Donnie Campbell.
 However, the omens were good 
when the captain’s armband was 
handed to Paul Kerr, who has a 
100 per cent record as stand-in 
skipper. 
 Hosts Salvesen were an 
unknown quantity for Saints. 
However, their current 16-match 
winning streak marked them out 
as potentially very difficult op-
ponents for last season’s beaten 
semi-finalists.

Home skipper Ryan Harding 
won the toss of referee James 
Jamieson’s coin and elected to 
attack the school end in the first 
half.

Saints started brightly, knock-
ing the ball about crisply on the 
good 3G surface. Salvesen gave 
an early indication that they 
wouldn’t allow Saints to have it 
all their own way with a series of 
robust challenges which raised 
the temperature on the pitch 
and also on the sidelines.

A heavy challenge by Salvesen 
right back Greig Hogarth on 
Paul Kerr gave Saints a free kick 
in a dangerous position inside 
the second minute. Ross Mait-
land’s lofted ball into the box was 
easily repelled by the Salvesen 
defence but only as far as Paul 
Kerr on the edge of the box who 
sent a shot whistling over the top 
of the home crossbar.

Dean Smith was next to feel 
the weight of a Salvesen chal-
lenge when Dean Cunningham 
sent him sprawling with another 
meaty tackle. Once again, Ross 

Saints dump unbeaten Salvesen 
to march on in the Scottish Cup

Maitland’s free kick was cleared, 
this time with Dean Smith send-
ing the loose ball wide of David 
Livie’s right-hand post.

Saints had a loud appeal for 
a penalty kick dismissed in the 
sixth minute. Brian Mackay 
threaded a pass into the box for 
Paul Carmichael to run onto. 
Pursued by Faron Gribben, Paul 
tried to take the ball round the 
considerable frame of David 
Livie and appeared to be taken 
down by the big keeper but ref-
eree Jamieson was unmoved by 
the Saints’ appeals and awarded 
a goalkick.

Salvesen continued to dish out 
the heavy challenges, with Dean 
Smith in particular coming in 
for some rough treatment. Mr 
Jamieson’s patience with the 
hosts finally ran out in the 11th 
minute when Dean Cunning-
ham’s fourth foul was met with 
the game’s first yellow card. 

Despite having the upper hand, 
Saints were finding scoring op-
portunities hard to come by with 
a Dean Smith header wide of 
the post from a Ross Maitland 
cross being the best effort of the 
opening 15 minutes. This was 
followed up in the 18th minute 
by a Smith snap shot from the 
edge of the box being deflected 
wide for a corner kick. Ross 
Maitland’s out-swinger from 
the right was met at the back 
post by Paul Carmichael, whose 
powerful header flashed inches 
wide of the post. 

Salvesen’s main tactic was to 
go long to the head of towering 
centre forward Matthew Dun-
can but Saints central defenders 
Dene Cassells and Jamie Gra-
ham were able to keep the big 
man reasonably quiet.

Jamie Graham made a rare 
foray forward in the 27th minute 
and had a shot from 25 yards 
def lected wide for another cor-
ner kick from the right. Manager 
Alex Craik instructed a change 
of taker, with Scott Maitland’s 
in-swinger being headed out 
to Ross Maitland whose volley 
from 22  yards dipped just over 
the crossbar. Saints kept the 

pressure on from David Livie’s 
goal kick when Brian Mackay 
sent Dean Smith through one-
on-one with the keeper. Dean 
took the ball round Livie but 
struck the base of the post with 
his attempt on goal. The loose 
ball came back to Dean who 
rolled it back to Paul Carmi-
chael who also failed to find the 
net, seeing his effort well saved 
by the Salvesen netminder.

Saints finally broke the dead-
lock in the 43rd minute. Brian 
Mackay once again provided the 

Jamie Butler for a late heavy 
challenge on Matthew Kelly 
in the build-up. The interval 
arrived with Saints good value 
for their slender lead.

The second half followed a 
similar pattern to the first 45, 
with Saints doing most of the 
pressing but failing to capitalise 
fully on the chances created.

Ross Maitland somehow 
managed to miss an open goal 
from 25 yards in the 50th minute 
after Craig MacEwan and Paul 
Carmichael had combined well 
through the middle, leaving the 
goalkeeper stranded well off his 
line. 

However, Ross redeemed 
himself three minutes later with 
a sublime finish to double his 
side’s advantage. Ross won a 
throw-in on the left, level with 
the six-yard line, from where 
Craig MacEwan and Brian 
Mackay worked the ball into 
the box. Craig shaped to shoot 
but cut the ball back to Ross on 
the edge of the D who clipped 
an excellent effort into the top 
corner, giving Livie no chance. 

With a two-goal advantage, 
Saints continued to knock the 
ball about confidently, keeping 
their cool in the face of yet 
more robust challenges from 
the home side. Greig Hogarth 
was fortunate not to see yellow 
or worse after crashing into Paul 
Carmichael in the 55th minute.

Salvesen then introduced 
Lothian and Edinburgh Select 
man Michael Yuill wide on the 
right for the final half-hour and 
immediately began to look more 
of a threat in the final third.

A Salvesen free kick 30 yards 
from goal in the 57th minute led 
to a lightning-quick Saints coun-
ter attack which should have 
put the tie beyond any doubt. 
Paul Kerr lofted the ball up to 
Dean Smith on the halfway line. 
He beat Jamie Butler in the air 
to knock the ball down to Ross 
Maitland. Ross took off up the 
right wing and squared to Paul 
Carmichael wide open in the 
middle who failed to get the 
pass under control with the ball 
bouncing up and hitting his hand 
and the home side breathing a 
huge sigh of relief as the referee 
blew for the offence.

The good build-up play from 
the visitors continued with 

Paul Kerr and Craig MacEwan 
combining well to set up Brian 
Mackay on the left in the 68th 
minute. Brian raced into the 
box but opted for power over 
placement, sending his left-foot 
shot over the junction of post 
and crossbar. 

The hosts had their only clear 
sight of goal in the 72nd minute 
when a rare lapse in concen-
tration from Jamie Graham 
allowed Michael Yuill to cut in 
from the right and run in behind 
him. Chased all the way by Scott 
Maitland, Yuill got his shot 
away but was foiled by Thomas 
McCulloch when the Saints 
keeper stuck out his size-12 left 
boot to turn the ball behind for 
a corner kick. 

With 15 minutes remaining, 
Saints gaffer Alex Craik made 
a double substitution, replacing 
Paul Carmichael and Dean 
Smith with David McArthur 
and Fraser MacFarlane. The 
changes seemed to interrupt the 
flow for Saints with less being 
created going forward. However, 
they remained solid at the back 
throughout. 

Jamie Butler and Michael 
Yuill linked up in the 84th min-
ute with Yuill almost finding a 
way through, being halted just 
outside the box by a last-ditch 
challenge from Jamie Graham.

 Manager Alex Craik made one 
final change with five minutes 
remaining, introducing Martin 

Bonar for his first appearance 
of the season. Brian Mackay 
made way for Martin, leaving 
Saints to see out the match with 
a distinctly unfamiliar midfield 
of Paul Kerr, David McArthur 
and Martin Bonar. 

Referee Mr Jamieson, who 
handled proceedings well, 
brought the match to an end with 
no further incident ensuring 
Scottish Amateur Cup football 
for Saints after the impending 
Christmas and New Year break.

Manager Alex Craik was 
delighted with the performance. 
He said: ‘The boys were fantas-
tic. Every player ran themselves 
into the ground for the cause 
against a big physical team.

‘We played some good football 
and probably could, and should, 
have scored more goals, but 
we’re in the hat for the fifth 
round draw and that’s what we 
set out to do.

‘We’ve not had much luck in 
the cup draws, so a home tie for 
a change would be good.’

Saints are on their travels 
again on Saturday, this time 
they take on Port Glasgow OBU 
at Parklea in the second round 
of the Jimmy Marshall Trophy 
which the Oban side won last 
season, defeating St Joseph’s in 
an enthralling final at Millburn 
Park, Alexandria.

Salvesen keeper David Livie can only look on as Ross Maitland’s shot � ies past him and into the net 
for Saints’ second goal of the game.

Saints’ striker Dean Smith turns in delight as he opens the scoring 
just befor half-time. Match report and photos: Derek Black

Interested spectators were 
former Saints players Daniel 
Cassells and Scott Johnston, 

both now living in Edinburgh.
through ball for Dean Smith who 
successfully rounded the keeper 
only to see his goal-bound effort 
stopped on the line by Faron 
Gribben. Dean, however, kept 
his composure to gather the 
loose ball, taking it away from 
the sprawling keeper and slot-
ting into the empty net to give 
Saints a deserved lead. 

Before play could restart, ref-
eree Jamieson issued the second 
yellow card of the afternoon to 

Brian Mackay and Dean Cunningham contest this high ball 
during the � rst half of Saturday’s match.

‘The boys were fantastic. Every 
player ran themselves into
the ground for the cause 
against a big physical team’

THE CAMANACHD 
Association are promoting the 
next round of shinty coaching 
courses.  

A UKCC Level 2 course is  
being held at Oban High School 
on Saturday and Sunday of this 
week.

The Level 2 course is 
designed to help experienced 
coaches who are in charge of 
under-17 and senior squads. The 
course has been accredited as 
a United Kingdom Coaching 
Certificate (UKCC).

The course will consist of 
three days’ practical/theory 
sessions Saturday 10/12/16: 
10am-6pm; Sunday 11/12/16: 
10am-6pm and Sunday 14/01/15: 
10am-6pm.

This will be followed by a 
coaching session assessment 
at individual candidates’ club/
school.



For all the latest news        video and        photos log on to www.obantimes.co.uk        Find us on Facebook        Follow us on Twitter

Established 1861  No 8332 Thursday 8 December, 2016 www.obantimes.co.uk 85 pence

now incorporating
LOCHABER
NEWS

THE NORTHERN EDITION OF THE  OBAN TIMES

& WEST HIGHLAND TIMES

A CHRISTMAS FOOD HAMPER 
Two hampers up for grabs – One Lochaber, One Argyll

Worth £150 see page 12 for full details 

WIN
Thursday 8 December, 2016

now incorporating
LOCHABER
NEWS A CHRISTMAS FOOD HAM

Two hampers up for grabs – One Lochaber, One Argyll

Worth £150

WINWIN

THE AREAS covered by two 
Lochaber community councils 
will be split in half if proposed 
boundary changes are ap-
proved.

Kilmallie, and Spean Bridge, 
Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
community councils could see 
their area divided between 
Argyll and Bute and Lochaber, 
and Inverness and Skye constit-
uencies. 

Christine Hutchison, chair-

FEARS have been raised about summer 
2017 ferry operations between Mallaig 
and Armadale after it was revealed 
CalMac has been trialling MV Loch Fyne 
for the route. 

Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP Ian 
Blackford expressed concerns after 
he was alerted by Sleat Transport 
Forum that sea trials were under way 
last weekend with the MV Loch Fyne, 
which Mr Blackford claims is ‘a wholly 
unsuitable vessel’ for the route. He said 
it was later confirmed to him by CalMac 
management that she had been ‘testing 
the waters in preparation for taking over 
the service in 2017’.

A CalMac spokesman said: ‘No 
decision on the final summer timetable 
for Mallaig-Armadale has been made. 

Options are still being considered by 
Transport Scotland. We have looked 
exhaustively at all options to address 
reliability issues experienced on the 
route last year,  taking into account the 
fleet resources we have available while 
balancing the needs of all the communi-
ties we support. The trialling of the MV 
Loch Fyne is part of this process.’

Highlands and Islands Labour MSP 
David Stewart has contacted Transport 
Minister Humza Yousaf after hearing 
Sleat Transport Forum’s concerns over 
the delay in the publishing of CalMac’s 
summer timetable.

‘Mr Yousaf visited representatives of 
Sleat Transport Forum this summer, 
along with his colleague, SNP MSP Kate 
Forbes, and they were left in no doubt 

as to the serious concerns from the 
community,’ said Mr Stewart.

‘As one of the MSPs who has taken up 
this issue on several occasions, I have 
received nothing official about the sum-
mer timetable for next year, from the 
Transport Minister, Transport Scotland 
or CalMac,’ said Mr Stewart.

Sleat Transport forum has now called 
on the transport minister to ‘urgently 
initiate a review of the community con-
sultation process for ferry timetables.’

Mr Blackford said: ‘Clearly CalMac 
has not learned from the fiasco they 
created last year. This cannot be allowed 
to go on for another year and I have 
arranged a meeting with the Scottish 
Government Transport Minister Humza 
Yousaf, when I will be raising the issue.’

THREE hundred pupils have taken part in this year’s 
keenly anticipated Lochaber Dance Platform. 

The event, which took place at Lochaber High School, 
saw three nights of performance, showcasing an electric 
mix of dance and costume, with the girls from Ballet West, 
right, performing. 

Banavie, Bun Sgoil Gaidhlig Loch Aber, Caol, Inver-
lochy, Invergarry, Lundavra, Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge, St 
Columba’s and Lochaline Primary Schools all took part in 
after-school dance sessions, run by Lochaber High, giving 
them a chance to perform. Groups including Lochaber 
Gymnastics Club, Ballet West, ConnXion (majorettes), 
Ben Nevis All-Stars (cheerleading), Bunsgoil Keltica 
Dannsa (Irish dance), and Nevis School of Highland 
Dancing took part. New to the event this year were the 
Feis Lochaber Scottish Step Dancers, and Highland 
Dancers from the Jane Douglas School of Dance. 

For a full gallery of pictures head to The Oban Times 
website.

Concern over CalMac’s Mallaig plans

Lochaber boundary split fears
woman of Kilmallie Com-
munity Council, attended a 
public hearing on the proposed 
changes at the Town House 
in Inverness on Monday, with 
Lyn Kilpatrick who spoke on 
behalf of Kilmallie Community 
Council. 

Ms Hutchison said: ‘Instead 
of five constituencies in the 
Highlands there would be four, 
with Lochaber split between 
Argyll and Bute and Lochaber, 
Inverness and Skye. Kilmallie 
would be split between the two 
constituencies, with those who 
are moved to Inverness and 

Skye losing their Lochaber 
status.’

Expressing her personal views 
and not those of the community 
council, Ms Hutchison said: ‘I 
would rather Kilmallie stayed as 
a unit and that Lochaber wasn’t 
split. 

‘I think the changes are going 
to make things more confusing 
for people. 

‘Whatever area we are in, we 
are going to be at the limit of 
that area. Just now we are at the 
limit of Inverness who ignore 
us, so will it be the same with 
Argyll and Bute? 

‘All the community council 
can do is put it to the community 
and hope people will respond.’ 

The community council is 
holding a public consultation 
to give people the chance to see 
what is being proposed. 

The drop-in event will be held 
at Kilmallie community centre 
on Wednesday December 14, 
between 7pm-9pm.

Similar concerns were raised 
at Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge 
and Achnacarry Community 
Council’s November meetings 
when chairman John Fother-
ingham explained that the pro-

posals show the majority of the 
community council would be in 
the Skye and Inverness constit-
uency, with Corrour Estate and 
Loch Treig in Argyll, Bute and 
Lochaber.

The community council is 
canvassing for opinion on the 
matter.

Ross, Skye and Lochaber MP 
Ian Blackford gave a statement 
to the Boundaries Commission 
which said: ‘In the case of Ross, 
Skye and Lochaber, the con-
stituency office is in Dingwall. 
There are a number of constit-
uents who visit the constituency 

office daily. These constituents 
primarily come from Dingwall 
and the surrounding area. 

It is a near two-hour drive to 
Fort William and three hours 
to the north of Skye. Voters in 
all parts of the constituency 
deserve to have local access to 
their member of Parliament.’

The 12-week public consul-
tation on the changes will run 
until January 11, 2017.

Members of the public and in-
terested parties can get further 
information and submit views 
on the commission’s interactive 
portal at www.bcs2018.org.uk.

ELLIE FORBES
eforbes@obantimes.co.uk

Dancers show o�  
variety of talent

A MAN who whistled loudly 
in his crying baby’s face and 
assaulted his former partner 
has been ordered to complete 
150 hours of unpaid work.

At Fort William Sheriff 
Court on Tuesday, Aidan 
MacLean Stewart of Shaw 
Place admitted pushing his 
former partner and causing 
her fear and alarm. 

The 20-year-old had been 
arguing with his then partner 
of two years on September 10 
because he wanted to go to a 
party instead of looking after 
his child. The woman asked 
MacLean Stewart to hold the 
distressed baby. He put the 
boy on the couch and whistled 
loudly in his face, causing him 
to become more upset.  

The court also heard Mac-
Lean Stewart had pushed 
the woman to the ground 
and on November 6 he had 
entered her home uninvited 
and smashed ornaments and 
a candle holder to the ground.

Solicitor Hamish Melrose 
said MacLean Stewart took 
full responsibility for the of-
fences. He now has full time 
employment at The Moorings 
hotel and has organised 
supervised visits with his son.

Unpaid 
work for 
assault

Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image
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DETAILS of a multimillion pound 
plan for the port of Stornoway have 
been revealed.

A Draft Masterplan outlining a 
20-year vision for the development of 
Stornoway Harbour was published by 
Stornoway Port Authority last week.

The plans, which include a £50 
million deep-water facility, look to 
drastically improve Stornoway’s eco-
nomic future.

The document identifies a number of 
projects which would boost facilities 
from ferries and cruise ships through 
to renewables and oil exploration.

The ‘first phase’ of proposals in-
cludes the creation of the deep water 
centre plus the redevelopment of the 
Goat Island boatyard and a new ma-
rina at Newton with an estimated cost 

A RULING preventing public 
access to an area of Ardna-
murchan may be extended until 
2018.

KEO films, the makers of 
reality programme Eden which 
is currently being filmed on 
land south west of Ardtoe, have 
asked for their film set to remain 
for a further year.

The London-based outfit 
applied for and were granted a 
land order restricting access to 
their 600 acre ‘set’ to film the 
show in which 23 individuals or 
‘contributors’ attempt to build a 
community from scratch.

The original order came into 
operation in March  2016 and 
was due to end on March 20 
2017.  If successful, the company 
would be able to keep their set 
on the highland beauty spot 
until September 1, 2018.

Eden was first aired on July 
18 on Channel 4 and attracted 
1.8million viewers. 

Since then, however, only a 

A NEW writing award, Duais 
Sgrìobhaidh do Chlann ann an 
Gàidhlig, has been launched in 
the Western Isles.  

The award, created by Acair 
Books, An Lanntair and 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar 
(Libraries), is aimed at inspiring 
original Gaelic writing for chil-
dren.

The award is open to all 
aspiring writers for children in 
Scottish Gaelic. The winner will 
get £500 and have their work 
published by Acair Books.

Judges are looking for a story, 
between 1,000 and 2,000 words 
long, for five to eight-year-olds.

The closing date for submis-
sions is January 31, 2017, with 
the winners announced in 
March 2017 at a ceremony at An 
Lanntair. 

Agnes Rennie, manager of 
Acair Books, said: ‘This is a 
great opportunity for Gaelic 
writers who have not previously 
been published, but just need a 
wee nudge towards sharing their 
stories. Writing for children is an 
art and should not be underesti-
mated in terms of the challenges 
it presents, but for some writers 
it comes naturally.’

For more information about 
Duais Sgrìobhaidh do Chlann 
ann an Gàidhlig, visit www.
cne-siar.gov.uk/library or con-
tact Western Isles Libraries at 
library.enquiries@cne-siar.gov.
uk.

EIGHT nominations have been 
received for the Airidhantuim 
Community Council election 
on the Isle of Lewis 

Nominees for the by-elec-
tion, which was requested by 
the community, were: Mairi 
Macdonald, David Macleay, 
Cathy Ann Macleay, Donnie 
Macdonald, Murdo Smith, 
Donna Dorris, Murdo Nichol-
son and Margaret Matheson. 

TIMESLINE
Eight to stand in 
council election  

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Award aims 
to boost 
children’s 
writing

‘A WELL known and respected 
figure’ who has been influential 
to the work of Gaelic develop-
ment has been appointed Lord 
Lieutenant for the Western Isles.

Donald Martin who lives in 
Stornoway has received the 
honour and will succeed Mr 
Alexander Matheson CVO OBE 
JP who retired last month after 
nearly 16 years of service.

Mr Martin was appointed clerk 
to the Lieutenancy in 1997, in 
2002 he was appointed Deputy 
Lieutenant and is currently 
Vice Lord-Lieutenant for the 
Western Isles. 

During his career, Mr Martin 
has worked in a variety of posts 
within the Civil Service, High-
lands and Islands Development 
Board and Western Isles Islands 
Council. From July 2010 to Sep-
tember 2011 he was appointed 
as interim chief executive for 
Bòrd na Gàidhlig.  

He was chairman of the Harris 
Tweed Authority from 2007 to 

Keep well, keep 
safe this winter 

Harris man looks forward 
to role as Lord Lieutenant 

2013 and has been chairman 
of Acair Ltd, a publicly funded 
Gaelic bilingual publishing 
company since 2008. 

A fluent Gaelic speaker, Mr 
Martin has participated in 
local, national and European 
Seminars on minority languag-
es, especially during his time 
as Secretary of the UK and 
Scottish Committees of the Eu-
ropean Bureau of Lesser Used 
Languages. 

Commenting on his appoint-
ment, Mr Martin said: ‘I am 
delighted and honoured to have 
been appointed by Her Majesty 
The Queen to succeed Sandy 
Matheson as Lord-Lieutenant 
and I look forward to serving 
our communities throughout 
the Western Isles in whatever 
way I can with the help of my 
colleagues in the Lieutenancy. 

‘Sandy has given a lifetime of 
outstanding public service, rep-
resenting the Western Isles at 
all levels, for more than five de-Donald Martin is looking forward to the challenges ahead.

cades.  For the past 15 years he 
has fulfilled the duties of HM’s 
Lord-Lieutenant with dignity, 
integrity, dedication and energy, 
and on behalf of the community, 
I wish him well in his deserved 
retirement from public duties.’

The Convener of Comhairle 
nan Eilean Siar, Norman A 
MacDonald, has welcomed the 
news

Mr MacDonald said: ‘I would 
like to extend my congratula-
tions, on behalf of the Comhairle 
and the community of the Outer 
Hebrides, to Donald Martin.

‘Donald is a well-known and 
respected figure in our com-
munity and has contributed 
significantly towards the work of 
Gaelic development and Harris 
Tweed in the islands. He has also 
been a valued public servant in 
many different roles, principally 
on behalf of the islands. 

‘We wish him the very best 
and hope that he enjoys his new 
position.’

Focus on cleaning 
up roadside litter 

A SKYE firm which success-
fully bid for a contract ferry-
ing healthcare professionals 
to the Small Isles takes over 
tomorrow (Friday December 
9).

Peter Fowler, of Seafari 
Adventures Skye, has been 
awarded the Small Isles Boat 
Charter Service contract by 
NHS Highland.

The contract, which pro-
vides twice weekly trips to the 
Small Isles on a Tuesday and 
Thursday for visiting GPs and 
other healthcare profession-
als, is due to begin tomorrow 
until December 8, 2017, with 
an option for NHS Highland 
to extend the contract for a 
further year. 

Mr Fowler has been provid-
ing the service on an interim 
basis, since April this year, 
when the previous contractor 
resigned from the contract. 

NHS Highland said the 
value of the contract includ-
ing the extension option is 
£240,600. A health board 
spokesperson said: ‘Every 
Tuesday the return trip is 
from Armadale on Skye to 
Eigg and every alternate 
Thursday the round trip is 
Armadale to Eigg and Muck. 
The following Thursday the 
round trip will be Armadale 
to Rum and Canna.’ 

A total of 23 ‘contributors’ entered Eden in March this year but 
how many remain?

handful of episodes have been 
shown leading a confused audi-
ence to ask whether or not the 
cast have left.

Last month and via their 
social media channels, Channel 
4 tried to assure the public the 

experiment is still under way, 
that the shows will be released 
in batches and now the company 
are at least considering whether 
the process can be expanded.

The Oban Times contacted Keo 
for their thoughts on how the 

show is progressing, asking for 
an idea on when the show might 
return and how many contribu-
tors remain on the peninsula.

A spokesperson responded 
saying: ‘People deciding to leave 
or stay is integral to the story 
about the community so we 
would not want to reveal these 
details as it would ruin it for 
viewers who will be able to catch 
up with events in Eden soon.

‘Any discussion about a second 
year is purely speculative at this 
stage.’

The Highland Council (HC) 
confirmed the application for 
the use of land and said there 
is a separate application for 
the suspension of public access 
rights which might need to be 
confirmed by Government 
ministers.  

A Highland Council spokes-
person added: ‘Unlike the 
planning application, the access 
exemption application proposes 
an end date of March 21, 2018.’

Peninsula could be private 
fi lm set for another year  

REALITY PROGRAMME COMPANY WANTS TO EXTEND LAND ACCESS BAN

Skye fi rm 
lands NHS 
transport 
contract

Stornoway port plan revealed
of £10million. Other improvements 
will include pontoons, landscaping, 
and ferry access road improvements. 

Phase one has been described by the 
Port Authority as ‘absolutely essential 
to the future of the port and a major 
driver for the island economy.’

The public are now being encour-
aged to get involved with the plans 
during the public consultation period 
between now and January 13, 2017.

Alex Macleod, Stornoway Port 
Authority chief executive, said: ‘This 
consultation process is important for 
the development of our Port Master-
plan and we encourage the communi-
ty to get involved in the process. 

‘A lot of research and engagement 
with key stakeholders has been 
progressed to get to this stage, and 

this public consultation is the final 
part of the process. The port must 
update what is generally 100-year-old 
infrastructure, and we must move for-
ward to ensure we can accommodate 
modern ships and industries.’ 

Drop-in sessions will be held in Stor-
noway Ferry Terminal on December 
13 and 14 from 10.30am to 12.30pm, 
2pm to 4pm and 5.30pm to 7.30pm.

On December 14, the drop-in will 
be from 10.30am to 12.30pm and a 
public meeting will be held in An 
Lanntair at 6.30pm, where the plans 
will again be on show and comments 
welcomed. 

The document is available to view 
online on Stornoway Port Authority’s 
website at www.stornowayportau-
thority.com/masterplan

OUTER Hebrides Commu-
nity Safety Partnership has 
launched its annual ‘Keep 
Well, Keep Safe this Winter’ 
campaign.

Measures to consider 
throughout the winter 
include preparing homes, 
keeping warm, eating 
well, staying active whilst 
avoiding trips and falls and 
looking out for vulnerable 
members of the community.

KEEP Scotland Beautiful has 
launched a campaign ‘Give 
your litter a lift, take it home’ 
to raise awareness of roadside 
litter.

The Highland Council is 
backing the campaign, to help 
remind people that littering 
from vehicles is illegal and is 
subject to an £80 � xed penalty. 

Around 250 million pieces of 
litter are dropped in Scotland 
every year, at a cost of £78 mil-
lion which includes £53 million 
spent on clean up, education 
and enforcements. 

Councillor Allan Henderson, 
chairman of the community 
services committee said: 
‘Keep Scotland Beautiful has 
launched this innovative 
campaign to help tackle this 
disgusting habit as a cleaner, 
greener Scotland is good for 
us all, socially, environmental-
ly, physically and � nancially.’

MORE than £4,000 has been 
raised for the Earl Haig Fund 
through the sale of poppies 
in Lochalsh, Glenshiel, 
Glenelg and Achmore.

The £4,485 raised was £84 
more than last year. The 
secretary of the Lochalsh 
branch of the British Legion 
thanks all the collectors.

Thousands raised 
for Earl Haig Fund

A JOINT celebration took place in 
Sandwick which saw the planting of 
400 trees.

The seedlings have been planted 
at Ionad Stoodie in Point at an 
event organised by Point Sport and 
Recreation Association which tied in 
with the AGM of Point and Sandwick 
Trust (PST).

Around 30 people turned out to help 
mark the start of National Tree Week 
and celebrate progress on PST’s Croft 
Woodland Project.

The trees planted – a mix of birch, 
rowan, hazel, hawthorn, holly and 
crab apple – will eventually provide 
shelter for a football pitch.

They were donated by Woodland 
Trust Scotland and Carol Evans, its 
director, was there to help with the 
planting. 

She was in Lewis to receive a £29,000  
cheque at the Point and Sandwick 
Trust AGM.

The money is a half-yearly payment 

A HOTELIER from Mallaig 
has been disqualified for 
failing to maintain company 
records.

Nancy Georgeson was 
handed the ban on November 
14 after she neglected to 
maintain adequate company 
records, register her company 
for VAT, submit annual ac-
counts and pay Corporation 
Tax and PAYE.

The 54-year-old was the di-
rector of NJMAC Enterprises 
Limited which traded as the 
Marine Hotel, Station Road, 
Mallaig. Effective from De-
cember 5, the disqualification 
prevents her from directly or 
indirectly becoming involved 
in the promotion, formation 
or management of a company 
for seven years.

A SLEAT student is heading 
home this month to celebrate 
being one of Scotland’s finest 
young musicians.

Piper and fiddler Séamus Ó 
Baoighill, 19, was a finalist in 
BBC Radio Scotland’s 2015 
Young Traditional Musician 
of the Year and returns home 
with the finalists and winners 
for a concert on December 
13, as part of the Traditional 
Music and Song Association’s 
(TMSA) national tour and 
cultural exchange pro-
gramme. 

Séamus was a pupil of Sleat 
Primary School on Skye and 
has been learning to play the 
pipes and fiddle since the age 
of eight. Now he is a finalist 
in one of the most prestigious 
young trad music awards in 
Scotland and is keen to play a 
part in keeping the traditional 
music and culture of Skye and 
the Western Highlands alive. 

The TMSA musicians will 
perform in An Talla Mòr on 
Tuesday December 13 at 
7.30pm.

Around 30 people turned out to help Point and Sandwick Trust.

to Woodland Trust Scotland towards 
costs of the Croft Woodland Project, 
which aims to plant trees throughout 
the Outer Hebrides.

Carol said: ‘A massive thank you to 
PST for their cheque and support in 
making the Croft Woodland project 
happen. If your dream comes true you 

will have transformed your landscape. 
What a legacy to leave.’ She added: 
‘I’m so proud that we are working 
with one of the most determined, 
resilient and tireless groups of people 
who have a vision of where you live 
and where your neighbours live and 
where your extended neighbours live.’

Winners’ 
tour means 
home date 
for Séamus Hotelier 

failed 
to keep 
records 

Sports group and Point and Sandwick Trust join 
forces to plant trees to boost woodland project  

Discover so much more...
West Highland Hotel, Mallaig, 

Inverness-shire   T: 01687 462210   
www.westhighlandhotel.co.uk

Subject to availability

CHRISTMAS AT THE

Winter Pamper Packages
Fantastic overnight package for two people 

£98 per person including dinner, bed, breakfast 
and two treatments

Luxurious Afternoon Tea
Just £35 per person, includes glass of Prosecco, 

afternoon tea and beauty treatment.

Our pamper packages make fantastic Christmas 
gifts - Visit our website for more details.

Christmas Lunch / Dinner 
Monday 12th - Thursday 22nd December

The Terrace Restaurant
Glass of fizz on arrival

2 courses £25.95    3 courses £29.95
Plus complimentary tea/coffee and sweet treat

Where better to experience this 
beautiful season than at the 

West Highland Hotel 
in beautiful Mallaig?



Thursday 8 December, 2016          www.obantimes.co.uk 3NEWS
FW

COURT REPORTER
editor@obantimes.co.uk

Now is the time to book your special
 Christmastime Party 

Overlooking the Harbour
Gallanach Road • Oban • 01631 562087

www.manorhouseoban.com

Manor House
Hotel & Restaurant

TWO CARS were vandalised in 
Spean Bridge last Sunday.

In the early hours of Decem-
ber 4, someone wearing dark 
clothes was seen running from 
the scene at Altour Gardens, 
Spean Bridge, where the cars 
were damaged.

SOMETIME between Sep-
tember and November 
a shed at the back of the 
Leven Centre, Kinlochleven, 
was broken into.

Contact police on 101 if you 
saw anything suspicious.

AN 85-YEAR-OLD Fort Wil-
liam man said he might never 
drive again as a sheriff banned 
him from the roads for a year 
and fined him £500.

Robert MacLeod from 
Seaview Terrace appeared in 
Fort William Sheriff Court 
on Monday after admitting 
being involved in a collision 
with another car after driving 
dangerously in May this year.

The court heard the widower 

POLICE
FILES

Norovirus closes hospital ward 
A HOSPITAL ward was forced to close and visitors asked to stay 
away to stop the spread of a bug.

Six patients in Raigmore’s Ward 2A were a� ected with sickness 
and diarrhoea  and it was closed to new admissions on December 
1.  Two of those patients in the Inverness hospital tested positive 
for norovirus.

Dr Chin Lim said: ‘By restricting visiting to the a� ected area it 
helps hospital sta�  protect the health, privacy and dignity of 
our patients. We would also ask that people do not come to the 
hospital to visit if they have, or live with someone who has had 
any vomiting or diarrhoea within the previous 48 hours. 

A MAN who was warned a 
custodial sentence was a real 
option after he assaulted a 
minor has avoided a prison 
sentence.

Last month, George Pen-
dreigh, from Morar, was 
found guilty of assaulting a 
17-year-old girl on May 13, 
2016, in Mallaig. At that 
time, Sheriff William Taylor 
ordered a social background 
report on the 57-year-old and 
told him to appear back in 
Fort William court on Tues-
day (December 6) to hear his 
fate.

Solicitor Hamish Melrose 
began to tell the court a re-
port had been completed but 
Sheriff Taylor finished the 
sentence by saying it [the re-
port] had outlined Pendreigh 
as a victim and added ‘it does 
him no good’.

Sheriff Taylor reminded 
Pendreigh he had reviewed 
the evidence given during 
the trial on November 9, that 
he had rejected Pendreigh’s 
testimony and absolutely 
rejected the account given by 
his son.  

Pendreigh’s behaviour 
was described as ‘utterly 
transparent and utterly 
disgraceful’ and the sheriff 
said Pendreigh’s son hardly 
recognised the script he had 
been told to read.

The sheriff concluded Pen-
drigh should complete 250 
hours of unpaid work within 
a year and explained: ‘I was 
very tempted to give you a 
custodial sentence but I feel 
the following disposition may 
have a greater, more lasting 
effect on you.

‘If you fail to do it, this 
court might find there simply 
is no option but to order the 
alternative.’

The order will be reviewed 
on March 28 when Pendreigh 
is due to attend.

A LOCHABER Sea Cadet is the 
first in her group to gain  a new 
qualification.

Ordinary cadet Emma Watchman 
of Lochaber’s TS St Christopher is 
the first cadet in Lochaber to gain 
the BTEC Teamwork, Personal 
Skills and Citizenship in Uniformed 
Youth Organisations award as part 
of her training course.

The course included modules 
in team working, goal setting, 
volunteer working, citizenship and 
ceremonial skills.

Emma said: ‘I’m really pleased to 
have got this. It was great fun doing 
all the courses that I needed and to 

get this qualification was an extra 
bonus.’ Lieutenant Derrick Warner, 
the unit’s commanding officer, said: 
‘It’s great that Emma is the first of 
our cadets to gain this award. Many 
of the qualifications we award are 
internationally recognised and will 
help cadets gain places at university 
or find employment.’

The unit is looking for adult 
instructors, especially females.In-
structors don’t need to be an expert 
sailor or ex-military as full training 
will be given. Anyone interested 
should call in to the Fort William 
Cadet Centre on Croft Road on 
Tuesday or Thursday evenings.

Dangerous driver, 85, in no 
hurry to get back on road 

had been travelling northbound 
on the A82 at Loch Ba near 
Glencoe on May 21 around 
10.15am. He pulled out onto 
the opposite side of the road to 
overtake two cars when he was 
spotted by police officers in a 
stationary unmarked patrol car.  

MacLeod’s manoeuvre was 
said to have startled a car trav-
elling south who flashed their 
lights. 

MacLeod attempted to return 
his side of the road but didn’t 
have enough room to cut back 
in and collided with the front 

offside of the car which had 
been travelling in front.

Procurator fiscal Martine 
Eastwood explained the police 
had pulled MacLeod over using 
blue lights when he told officers 
‘I know, it was stupid.’

Solicitor Stephen Kennedy told 
the sheriff MacLeod had had a 
licence since he was around 16, 
before official tests had taken 
place. 

This was the first incident he 
had been involved in and his 
first time in court.

It was heard MacLeod had 

spent time driving for the fire 
brigade and was experienced in 
driving small and large vehicles.  

MacLeod had been driving 
home after visiting his family, 
there was no medical reason for 
the incident and that speed was 
not a contributory factor.

Mr Kennedy also told the 
court the damage to the cars had 
not been significant and that  
MacLeod had not realised there 
had been a collision. 

He was actually surprised to 
see the damage when he was 
pulled over.

Before Sheriff William Taylor 
disqualified MacLeod for a 
year, ordered him to take an 
extended test and pay the fine, 
Mr Kennedy also explained 
Mac Leod had been deeply shak-
en by the incident, to the extent 
that even after serving a ban he 
was in no hurry to return to the 
driving seat.

The sheriff said MacLeod’s 
fine would have been signifi-
cantly higher had it not been 
for his responsible attitude but  
added: ‘My hands are tied by the 
law on how I deal with the case.’

Unpaid 
work 
instead of 
jail term

THERE were tonnes of tartan on view 
last week in Banavie as the local school 
celebrated Scotland’s patron saint.

Primary school pupils held a series of 
events around November 30 to mark 
Saint Andrew’s Day. Pupils played 

musical instruments and performed tra-
ditional dancing at a concert. More than 
£110 was raised at a tuck shop organised 

by P3/4 with the money to be used for 
a new digital camera. Parents of P2/3 
pupils provided baking for the day.

A MAN found by police to 
have a knife and drugs in his 
possession has been admon-
ished.

Scott MacLeod was spotted 
on CCTV lying in Morrisons 
car park in Fort William in 
the early hours of April 21. 

MacLeod, 47, told police 
he was looking for a place to 
stay and he was taken to Bank 
Street lodge where he was 
asked if he had any cannabis 
on him to which he admitted: 
‘I have smoke.’  

MacLeod was taken to the 
police station where it was 
found he had a 3.5-inch knife 
and 1.5 grams of cannabis 
resin.

After reading a social 
background report, Sheriff 
William Taylor told MacLeod 
last Tuesday in Fort William 
Sheriff Court that he was very 
sympathetic to his position. 

The sheriff added: ‘The 
report tells me a great deal 
about you.  

‘Taking that into consider-
ation and the fact you were 
kept in custody for a short pe-
riod, I think the right course 
of action is to admonish you.’

The children practise their best moves for the traditional ceilidh. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image

Court let 
off for  
drug and 
knife man

 Petty O�  cer Derick Campbell 
presents Emma with her award.

Cadet Emma leads the way

Highland taxi fares could jump by 10p a mile

Tartan touch as pupils celebrate St Andrew

TAXI users may soon be expect-
ed to pay an extra 10 pence per 
mile following an annual review. 

The Highland Licensing Com-
mit tee (HLC) has proposed 
changes to take effect from the 
end of March next year and would 
see the running mileage from 
rising £1.40 to £1.50 per mile.

Credit charges are also likely 
to be altered in that they can 

only be applied if the customer 
is informed of the amount at the 
time of booking or before the 
journey commences.

A suggestion to increase the 
soiling charge from a maximum 
of £60 to a maximum of £100 
has been lodged and members 
also agreed that the taxi tariff 
card wording will be amended 
to clarify that the tariff charged 

is a combination of both time 
and distance.

The council said that, in 
reviewing the fares, it had taken 
into account increases in the 
costs of operating taxis, such as 
rising diesel, petrol and overall 
vehicle running costs.

Councillor Ian Cockburn, 
from HLC, added: ‘Members of 
the licensing committee have to 

weigh up the differing wishes of 
taxi operators with the expecta-
tions of the public. It is impor-
tant that anyone who uses taxis 
– especially those who depend 
on them for regular use – checks 
out the proposed new tariff and 
makes their comments known.’

Full details of the draft new 
taxi tariff will be promoted by 
the council during this month 

and will be published on the 
council’s website.

Members of the public will 
have until early January 2017 
to respond to the proposals. 
Responses will be reported back 
to the HLC on Tuesday February 
7 with a proposed implementa-
tion – subject to no appeal to the 
Traffic Commission being made 
by the end of March 2017.
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NEXT year Backwoodsman 
will celebrate 40 years of 
supplying wood-burning and 
multi-fuel stoves to customers 
all over Argyll, Lochaber and 
the surrounding inner and 
outer isles. 

In 1977, Andrew McIntyre 
founded the stove business in 
a spare bedroom in the family 
home. Forty years on, it has 
grown into a large industrial 
premises with a showroom and 
is situated in Barcaldine, just 
off the main road on the B845 
to Bonawe. 

The company continues to 
be family-run to this day. ‘My 
father started the business 
at the very beginning of the 
wood-burning stoves boom 
back in the 1970s,’ says Claire. 
‘Many of his original custom-
ers are now returning to us to 
replace stoves that have lasted 

the best part of  30 years, which 
I think gives a good indication 
of the quality of products and 
level of service Backwoods-
man has always offered.’ 

The team consists of An-
drew, Rosy, Tim and Claire, 
who work closely to cover all 
aspects of the process, in-
cluding surveys, specification, 
building regulations (and good 
practice), supply and delivery. 

‘At Backwoodsman, we 
have long been known for our 
friendly, honest and straight-
forward approach and, as we 
head into our 40th year, we are 
as committed as ever to deliv-
ering the best service possible 
to our customers.’

For more information or to 
make an appointment, please 
contact Backwoodsman on 
01631 720539 or go to www.
backwoodsman-stoves.co.uk.

Meet the team at 
Backwoodsman

View from the 
Chamber

LOCHABER Chamber of 
Commerce welcomed Fiona 
McCormick into the role 
of membership and events 
officer in August this year.  

Fiona comes to the Cham-
ber from West Highland Col-
lege UHI, and has a wide and 
varied background in admin-
istration, business to business 
sales and marketing, having 
worked for both public- and 
private-sector employers.  

In her armoury of qualifica-
tions, Fiona has an honours 
degree in biomedical sciences 
from Aberdeen University 
and an MSc in European 
policy, law and management 
from the Robert Gordon 
University in Aberdeen.  
Adding to that is a profes-
sional membership of the 
Institute of Administrative 
Management and an affiliate 
membership of the Chartered 
Institute of Personnel and 
Development.  

Fiona’s role at Lochaber 
Chamber of Commerce is to 
promote membership of the 
organisation to businesses in 
Lochaber, large and small.  

There are regular network-
ing meetings for members 
to get to know each other 
and share their collective 
expertise with each other.  
Members also have the op-
portunity to showcase their 
businesses and share their 
success at these events.  

If you want to find out more 
about the benefits to your 
business of becoming a mem-
ber of Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, give Fiona a call 
on 01397 705765 or email 
memb er s h ip @lo ch a b er-
chamber.co.uk. 

Fiona McCormick has joined the Chamber team.

Ballachulish Christmas fair was packed at the weekend.
 

WHAT’S ON

Above: Some of the cakes 
on o� er at the Roy Bridge 

Christmas fair. Photograph: 

Abrightside Photography.

CHRISTMAS festivities 
kicked off in Lochaber last 
week as people flocked to 
Christmas fairs.

Kilmallie Community 
Centre raised more than £700 
for its funds on Saturday with 
candle, cards and crochet 
stalls.

People from in and around 
the community donated 
cakes, different meats and St 
Clements supplied a basket of 
goodies for the raffle.

Ballachulish Primary School 
also held a school fair last 
Thursday, where the school’s 
eco decoration stall made 
decorations out of recycled 
items to raise money for St 
Jerome’s in Kenya, which the 
school supports.

There was also an event in 
Roy Bridge at the weekend 
in the community hall and 
Ballachulish came together 
at the weekend, too, to get 
in the festive spirit at their 
Christmas fair.

Lochaber goes crackers for 
weekend Christmas fairs

Primary one Ballachulish Primary School pupil Anna Clydesdale and her friends on the ‘eco decora-
tion’ stall raised money for St Jerome’s in Kenya.  Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

Graham and Eileen Mitchinson of Mitchcraft and general of the 
hall. 

Roy Bridge Christmas fair. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Glencoe Primary School’s parent council had a stall at Ballachuilish 
Fair. Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

Mairi Sharpe from Happimess at her stall at Ballachulish Fair.  
Photograph: Abrightside Photography.

THE SYLLABUS for the 2017 
Lochaber Music Festival is 
available at Fort William 
Library, Lochaber High School 
and on the website www.
lochabermusicfestival.co.uk.

The event takes place at 
venues in and around Fort 
William from Friday March 17 
to Wednesday March 22, 2017, 
with a � nal grand concert on 
Thursday March 23 at Loch-
aber High School.   

The group particularly wants 
to highlight the non-compet-
itive ceilidh dance section of 
the Scottish Country Dance 
evening taking place on Tues-
day March 21.

The closing date for all en-
tries is January 20, 2017.

A WEEKEND of winter cheer 
will take place at the Arisaig 
Land, Sea and Island Centre.

The event starts tomorrow 
(Friday December 9) from 
3pm until 7pm and contin-
ues on Saturday and Sunday 
from 10am until 4pm where 
visitors can enjoy festive 
surroundings and a glass of 
mulled wine while browsing.  

Among items for sale will 
be children’s and adult 
books, scented Christmas 
cones, Isle of Skye candles, 
Highland Koo Company 
crafts and handmade deco-
rations.

FANCY a night at the races? 
Head down to the Tradewinds 
in Corpach on Saturday De-
cember 10 to help raise money 
for Kilmallie’s Christmas lights.

The � rst race starts at 8pm. 

BANAVIE’S Festival of 
Christmas will be held at the 
Moorings Hotel on Sunday 
December 18.

The family day includes 
Santa’s grotto, party games, 
local crafts and produce 
stalls, mulled wine and 
mince pies.

Entry to the festival is free 
but there is a £1 entry to 
Santa’s grotto.

A CAROL service will be held 
in Kilmallie Community Centre 
on Sunday December 11 from 
6.30 to 7.30pm. 

As well as the carols, there 
will be tea and mince pies.

ADVERTORIAL

Newsdesk      
01397 

703003
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THE ROTARY Club of Lochaber cele-
brated its 66th charter night dinner last 
weekend at the Alexander Hotel, Fort 
William.

Top table guests were piped in by the 
grandson of one the members, while 
the 67th club president, Paula Ross, 
welcomed supporters of the club as well 
as visitors from the Rotary Club of Oban.

Proposing the toast to the club of 
Lochaber was principal speaker Marian 
Austin, who until recently was managing 
director of Nevis Range ski resort.

A club spokesperson said: ‘Marian 

gave an interesting talk on the new 
hydro-electric scheme. She spoke of the 
environmental aspects, and impacts, 
of the scheme, as well as the expected 
electricity outputs. She said traditionally, 
Nevis Range made most of its revenue on 
dry sunny days, but once this scheme is up 
and running, the revenue will continue to 
flow in via the ‘feed in’ tariff system’.

The club response was given by past 
president John Hutchison. He praised 
Marian for the drive with which she ap-
proaches all her projects, saying: ‘It takes 
a woman like Marian to be able to see a 

project like this through.’
Following the speeches, the club 

enjoyed entertainment and a dance lead 
by Ronnie Ross, with a raffle and the tra-
ditional roll the coin competition which 
was organised by past president Terry 
Lee and won by another past president 
John Goodall.

President Paula Ross said: ‘I thank the 
staff of the Alexandra Hotel for making 
the evening so good. 

‘Marian’s talk about hydro electric 
power was topical, interesting and went 
down well.’

Top table guests at the Rotary Club of Lochaber’s annual charter dinner, back row, left to right: Peter and June Dale, Andy Rogers, 
Ewan Ross, Jane MacIntyre. Front: Marian Austin, Paula Ross, President of the Rotary Club of Lochaber, and Iain McIntyre, vice- 

president of the Rotary Club of Oban. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

SKYE Accordion and Fiddle Club en-
joyed a festive theme at their December 
meeting.

Club master of ceremonies for the 
night, Jim Campbell, invited young local 
fiddle group Skye Strings, led by tutor 
Laura Harrington, on stage to kick off 

a great evening of music. Other musi-
cians who played were fiddlers Caerina 
Campbell, Ellie MacPherson and Wendy 
Riva, accordionists Emily Matheson, 
Matilda McKeigan, Rhiana Maclean and 
Isla MacLeod, and on drums Hamish 
MacKenzie. 

Special guests were the Roddy Mat-
thews Band who played a great set of 
Christmas tunes. For the next meeting on 
January 5, 2017, the club look forward to 
hosting special guests The Addie Harper 
Scottish Dance Band to blow away the 
festive cobwebs.

FORT WILLIAM’S Town 
Team has won £12,000 to up-
grade its new Parade garden 
shed.

The volunteers were 
awarded the money after 
winning most votes from 
Tesco customers as part of the 
supermarket’s Bags of Help 
funding initiative.

Grants of £12,000, £10,000 
and £8,000 were awarded to 
Highland groups, with the 
Town Team taking home the 
top prize. Plockton Hostel 
Garden secured £10,000 
and Glenelg and Arnisdale 
Development Trust received 
£8,000.

The new shed will better 
equip  the team to run its 
Adopt a Plot and Community 
Tool Share projects, run in 
conjunction with Lochaber 
Environmental Group.

Volunteer Deneil Smith 
said: ‘This will help us realise 

something that would not have 
been possible on volunteer 
power and donations alone. 

‘The shed will be central and 
convenient for everyone who 
wishes to use our community 
tool share or help with our 
adopt-a-plot scheme. The pos-
sibilities are endless. With this 
huge budget we will be able to 
make our hub secure, add so-
lar lights, store our gardening 
tools and buy furniture to host 
pop-up events.

‘We will also include a se-
cure donations post to help us 
continue to fund future pro-
jects, including tiered planters 
and further decorations for 
our constantly improving high 
street. 

‘We are so proud of 
everything we have achieved 
and this is another boost for 
our hard working volunteers. 
We will start work on the hub 
in the new year.’

Some of the town team volunteers outside their shed in the 
Parade, Fort William. Photograph by Abrightside Photography.

A COMPANY hoping to build 
‘the first community-owned 
school in modern Scotland’ has 
taken a huge step forward after 
raising £27,000 in shares. 

Strontian Community School 
Building (SCSB) Ltd was es-
tablished in 2016 for the benefit 
of the community in Strontian 
by developing and managing 
community-owned assets.  

The company’s initial focus is 
the primary school construction 
project after the current prima-
ry school was identified as being 
unsuitable for long-term use by 
the Highland Council in 2012.  

SCSB says it has agreement 
from the local authority that it 
will lease the building for use as 
a school.  

The project is viable if the soci-
ety can raise £100k in communi-
ty shares, but they would like to 
raise the full £600k required as 
community shares. 

So, a prospectus was created, 
a website built and last weekend 
SCSB decided to hold a ceilidh 
where the share issue was offi-
cially launched.

Reverend Donald McCorkin-
dale, chairman of SCSB, told 
The Oban Times: ‘It started as a 
diary clash between the Sunart 
Community Company’s annual 
auction and SCSB’s share launch 
but it turned out to be a wonder-
ful community collaboration.  
A great crowd turned out. I 
couldn’t say exactly how many 
but the hall was very full and 
what an atmosphere – everyone 
was in fine spirits.’

The nominal price of a share in 
SCSB is £50 with a minimum in-
vestment of £150 (three shares) 
for local members and £300 
(six shares) for other members, 

Community school 
shares selling fast MORE than £1,000 has been 

raised for three-year-old 
Ryan Whiteford who was re-
cently diagnosed with cancer.

As reported in The Oban 
Times last week, community 
fundraiser and family friend 
Liz MacMillan began raising 
money for Ryan and his fam-
ily after she heard the news.

Liz took to social media on 
Monday to thank everyone 
who has helped Raise for 
Ryan so far, saying: ‘Huge 
thank you to everyone who 
has been kindly donating 
items for our bottle stall on 
Saturday and our raffles. 
And a huge thank you to 
Pamela Hendry and Lorna 
MacDonald for selling raffle 
tickets and tablet before the 
bingo. They raised £187. 
This morning my daughter 
Ayla made £20 on Buy Sell 
Swap Lochaber and donated 
that to our fund, and Sandra 
Macfaud kindly donated £36. 
I’ve sold £9, so altogether I 
have £252 so far. A great start 
to our fundraising.’

Kirsty Kyle also raised £500 
last week with a ‘pick the 
number’ and Ryan’s JustGiv-
ing page has reached £665.

This Saturday (December 
10) Liz will be running a 
bottle stall in Caol Co-op. 
Last week she said: ‘Wow, 
what an amazing day. People 
messaging me all day, whether 
it’s offering to help with fund-
raising or offering donations 
for our raffles and bottle stall. 
This community is amazing 
and I am proud to say I come 
from Fort William.’

Hampers, clothes, shoes, 
bottles and even an oven are 
just some of the items that 
have been donated to Liz’s 
fundraising campaign. To 
donate visit https://www.just-
giving.com/crowdfunding/
Raiseforryan. Alternatively 
visit Liz’s Charity Fundrais-
ing Page on Facebook or drop 
donations off at Beautiful 
Boutique Hair and Beauty.

Donations 
fl ood in for 
ill toddler 
Ryan 

Ellis McConnachie, right, and Ross McCorkindale hand over 
a cheque for £230 to Jamie MacIntyre, treasurer of Strontian 

Community School Building committee at the ceilidh in the Sunart 
Centre. The boys raised the money by running a cake stall in the 

village.   

and a maximum of £25,000 on 
personal shareholdings.

The share offer opened on Fri-
day December 2 and will close 
at 5pm on Tuesday February 28 
2017.

Mr McCorkindale added: ‘I 
was updating the website at 
midnight on Thursday night so 
on Friday people from the SCSB 
board, family and community 
members were able to access the 
site and buy their shares.  

‘Before the launch event we 
were standing at around £16,000 
and afterwards we were up to 
£27,000.  Friday was a very long 
day but there was something 
very satisfying afterwards know-
ing we are now a quarter of the 
way towards making this project 
viable.’

Donald explained the event on 
Friday at Strontian Village hall 
started around 6pm with dancing 
and games for the younger ones. 
A pause in the music followed 
when guests were informed 
by various members about the 
details of the share launch.

He said: ‘The event has given 
the project impetus.  Of course 
a lot of people are saying, “we 
will get Christmas out the way 
first and then see if they can 
buy share”, which we totally 
understand, but we hoped it has 
helped spread our message. 

‘On the night, we also intro-
duced Maisie, whose drawing 
has become the logo for the 
society, and presented a cheque 
for £230, which was raised by 
youngsters who held a bake sale.  
Everyone is doing their bit and 
it’s wonderful.’

For further information, visit: 
on the web – www.strontiancom-
munityschool.org.uk Facebook 
– fb.me/strontiancommuni-
tyschool, and Twitter – www.
twitter.com/strontiancsb Fun and fundraising at Strontian Village Hall.

STRONTIAN RESIDENTS GET BEHIND AMBITIOUS PLANS AND RAISE £27,000

Shed load of cash 
boosts town team

Power talk at Rotary Club dinner

Festive theme at Skye Accordion and Fiddle Club

Renewable energy fi rm in the spotlight
A FORT WILLIAM-BASED 
renewable energy company has 
helped a Scottish local council 
win a top industry award.

HWEnergy was part of a 
partnership which saw North 
Ayrshire Council receive the 
‘sustainable Scotland’ gong at 
the 2016 Scottish Green En-
ergy Awards for their biomass 
roll-out programme.

The roll-out covers 15 sites 
and involved the installation of 
biomass boilers – the majority 
in local schools and other pub-
lic buildings – designed to help 
the authority reduce its carbon 
emissions by more than 2,000 
tonnes per year.

Bruno Beradelli, managing 
director of HWEnergy, said: 

‘We are delighted to be working 
with such a forward-thinking 
organisation as North Ayrshire 
Council.’

He continued: ‘If every coun-
cil takes the step to move away 

from fossil fuels, then it will be 
entirely possible to achieve the 
vision of turning Scotland into 
a low-carbon economy and help 
preserve our environment for 
the future.’

THE WINNERS of MG ALBA’s 
Mòd vlogging competition have 
been announced.

Thirty-nine entries were 
submitted to the Vlog a’ Mhòid/
Mòd Vlog competition which 
asked for short video blogs about 
the Mòd from participants, sup-
ports, judges or anyone involved 
with the event.

Beth Campbell, 11, from Kil-
maluag on the Isle of Skye, won 
the young person’s single vlog 
category with her vlog Clann 
Thròndairnis aig Mòd nan Eile-
an Siar 2016. 

In second place was Matthew 
Gilmour Wright, nine, from 
Edinburgh, while brothers 
Ewan and Andrew Cumming, 
13 and 10 respectively, from 
Laide, couldn’t be separated and 
scooped joint third place.

In the young person’s vlog 
series category, friends Katie 
Russell and Breagha Dunbar, 
both 10 years old, from Bun-
sgoil Ghàidhlig Inbhir Nis, 
were crowned winners with an 
‘impressive’ series that told their 
entire Mòd story.

Second and third place 
respectively went to brothers 
Rufus and Felix Hughes, eight 
and five, from Oban, who 
both based their series on the 
journey to Stornoway, conclud-

ing with their competitions. 
In the adult categories, Ricky 
Hannaway and Alison MacRae, 
friends from the Isle of Lewis, 
made a humorous series of 
vlogs about the Mòd and the 
judges liked their entries Abair 
Sealladh! so much that not only 
did they win best adult series, 
but also best adult single vlog 
with Alison’s Sabotage Seòlta / 
Cunning Sabotage. 

Joy Dunlop, ‘a self-confessed 
Mòd geek’, gave an overview of 

her Mòd as judge and competitor. 
Her second vlog, in which she 
shows her journey to Stornoway, 
was praised by the judges and got 
second place in the single vlog 
category. Her series was awarded 
second place overall.

Marcas Mac an Tuairneir’s 
series of seven vlogs was award-
ed third place and a vlog by Na 
Cardigans – friends Hannah, 
Caitlin and Eilish was also 
awarded third in the adult singe 
vlog category.

Top Mòd vloggers clean 
up at MG Alba awards

Vlogger Calum MacLean presenting Beth Campbell, winner in the 
young person’s single vlog category of MG ALBA’s Mòd vlogging 

competition, with her GoPro camera.

Bruno 
Beradelli, MD 

HWEnergy, 
far right, 
next to 
Sandra 
Taylor, 

regeneration 
manager 
for North 
Ayrshire 
Council, 

and other 
partners.
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Old estate boundaries
LAND boundaries, or marches as they are called 
in Scotland, have been a source of trouble from the 
beginning of time. 

In his book on the origin of the inequality of man-
kind, philosopher and writer Jean Jacques Rousseau 
(1712-78) said: ‘The first man who, having enclosed 
a piece of ground, bethought himself of saying this is 
mine and found people simple enough to believe him 
was the real founder of civil society.’  

Before the days of accurate mapping it was the 
custom when land changed hands for the new owner 
to walk the boundaries with his family, the factor 
and the outgoing proprietor. Fixing and checking hill 
boundaries was a way of preventing encroachment by 
neighbouring deer-stalkers, shepherds, cattle graziers 
and goat-herds. 

Sometimes boundary markers would be moved, or 
fences and walls taken down, so a folk memory of the 
true extent of an estate was necessary to maintain the 
integrity of its borders in oral tradition. 

Estate boundaries often followed natural ridges.

On large properties the line often followed ridges of 
land that separated waters flowing to different rivers, 
basins and lochs called ‘watersheds’. 

In places where these natural features were vague 
and open to dispute, some of the party, usually, young 
men, were often taken hold of and beaten to make 
them remember the spot years later, giving rise to the 
expression ‘beating the bounds’. Sometimes fires were 
lit on important points leaving charcoal which would 
remain there for centuries.

In England many parishes still carry out a regular 
beating of the bounds as a way of strengthening the 
community and giving it a sense of place. In the Scot-
tish Borders the ceremony of the colourful Common 
Riding, which goes back to the 13th and 14th centuries, 
takes place every year to commemorate local legend, 
history and tradition. 

In 1982, when the late John Yeoman of Foster Yeo-
man Limited bought the high and rugged 6,000 acre 
Glensanda Estate from the executors of Arthur Strutt 
of Kingairloch to build a quarry on, which has brought 
wealth and stable employment to the area, he asked 
me to point out the marches. 

I told him about the old tradition and encouraged 
him to bring his board of directors up from Somerset 
to walk the boundaries. 

He looked at me askance and asked if I really wanted 
to kill them all off. It wasn’t until later, when I saw 
that most of them were either of pensionable age or 
hadn’t missed many lunches, did I fully appreciate the 
stupidity of my suggestion.

The western boundary of Glensanda, formerly part 
of Kingairloch, marches with Ardtornish Estate. 

On the southern slopes of Beinn a Chaisil, not far 
above Loch nan Sula Bige, there is a piece of ground 
where the march, which is also the parish boundary 
between Morvern and Ardgour, is described on the 
1872 Six inch to the Mile Ordnance Survey maps, as 
‘undefined’. 

Along this route there are seven small boulders with 
capital letters ‘K’ [Kingairloch] and ‘A’ [Ardtornish] 
carved on either side. Evidently the place, which used 
to be popular with deer, had been the source of some 
disagreement between the estate stalkers at one time. 

The eastern boundary of Glensanda is a ravine 
through which a burn tumbles into Loch Linnhe. A 
few yards before it disgorges into the sea, it spreads 
out like a fan. 

In a hollow in this gravel outwash are the ruins of a 
tiny cottage last occupied by an elderly woman of the 
name of Maclean. 

The story goes that the day before the factor of Kin-
gairloch usually called to collect her rent, she would 
go up the hill and divert the burn with a large stone, 
effectively making her a tenant in Glensanda. As soon 
as the Kingairloch man disappeared, she moved the 
stone back again so that when the Glensanda factor 
turned up, he was told that by an act of Providence 
she was in Kingairloch that year. By outwitting both 
parties in this way she lived there rent free until she 
died.

Tempers often flared up between neighbours over 
boundary issues. Two Moidart estate owners in the 
early 1900s appeared to have enjoyed parting with 
their wealth in the Court of Session over ridiculously 
small bits of land. 

I once looked at a piece of nondescript ground which 
was in dispute for years. It was no more than 100 yards 
long and five yards wide consisting of just heather, rock 
and bog and wouldn’t have produced enough grass to 
feed half a dozen rabbits, let alone a sheep or a stag. 
The point at issue was whether the boundary was an 
old wire fence or the burn. 

In the end both parties settled out of court and the 
only winners were the advocates. 

So heated became another march issue that one 
owner sent the other a letter which read: ‘I have never 
in my experience known of anyone, laying claim to the 
position of a gentleman, behaving in the manner in 
which Mr ----- has thought fit to do in this matter. I 
decline to take further notice of his letter.’

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

THE KILMALLIE Singers are 
tuning up for their annual Christmas 
concert.

This year’s performance will take 
place in Duncansburgh MacIntosh 
Church on Saturday December 17 at 
7.30pm. Conducted by Ruth Stewart, 
Jennifer Skene will play on clavinova, 
accompanied by May MacIntyre on 

organ. The Kilmallie Singers, found-
ed by Heather Moore in the 1970s, 
began as a small church choir with 
only four members, one of which, 
Lucy Hope, still sings today.  

The group now has more than 50 
members, aged from 16 to over 80, 
but new recruits are always welcome, 
especially male singers.

Over the years, the choir has raised 
more than £7,000 for the CLIC Sar-
gent Fund. The annual show, which 
has been running for more than 30 
years, boasts a magical atmosphere 
with a mix of traditional and modern 
carols. Tickets for the show are avail-
able from choir members and on the 
door on the evening.

A RUNDOWN compost site in Kinlochleven could be 
given a new lease of life.

The site was originally set up by Lochaber Environ-
mental Group, but when funding was cut community 
volunteers took over running the site. But earlier this 
year, they too were forced to give up maintenance of the 
area. All is not lost, however, as Kinlochleven Commu-
nity Trust is applying for funding to train new volunteers 
to take on the running of the site.

If the funding bid is successful, the volunteers will 
receive training in chainsaw maintenance and cross 
cutting, health and safety, and use of the wood chipper.

Marion Smith, trust development officer, said: ‘We are 
extremely grateful to the volunteers who have worked 
tirelessly over the years and I look forward to working 
with them in their capacity as advisors. We hope to 
include pupils from Kinlochleven High School in the 
project and plan to take a group of volunteers to other 
compost sites to gain knowledge and ideas.’

PUPILS at Banavie Primary School have 
earned their fourth green flag.

The school’s eco committee received 
their certificate and flag as part of their 
sustainability programme. 

A school spokesperson said: ‘This is our 
fourth green flag. We worked extremely 

hard to maintain our status. Credit to the 
pupils, parents and staff for working to-
gether and ensuring all the pupils were in-
volved in our sustainability programme.’

Mrs Harley and Miss Burns worked with 
the eco committee to help them achieve 
the award.

A R D N A M U R C H A N 
distillery is celebrating the 
release of its its first batch 
of mature spirit.

Independent bottler 
and distiller Adelphi said 
it decided to release just 
under 2,500 bottles of its 
Ardnamurchan Spirit 2016 
AD after high interest 
the spirit’s ‘remarkable 
quality’.

But Adelphi said it had 
received orders for three 

times that amount, despite 
the spirit being too young 
to be called whisky.    

Alex Bruce, managing 
director of Adelphi and the 
Ardnamurchan Distillery, 
said: ‘Prior to a launch we 
contact our UK and inter-
national agents and dis-
tributors to gauge interest 
and take pre-orders. While 
it’s not unusual for there 
to be a healthy amount 
of interest in our whisky, 

the demand for our new 
Ardnamurchan Spirit was 
exceptionally high. We’ve 
produced 2,500 bottles 
but we could have sold 
three times that amount. 
Pre-orders were 7,500 at 
the last count.’

The spirit is the first to 
be released from Adelphi’s 
west coast Ardnamurchan 
Distillery, which was 
opened by the Princess 
Royal on July 25, 2014.

A KINLOCHLEVEN women who has volunteered for 
Walk the Walk for 10 years met Prince Charles at a spe-
cial Clarence House reception to mark the 20th birthday 
of the breast cancer charity.

Janet Sossick, originally from Kinlochleven, volunteers 
every Wednesday at the Walk the Walk head office in 
Woking. 

Ms Sossick said: ‘My roots are in Kinlochleven where 
I grew up with my two sisters. My mother, Ida Boyd, was 
born and brought up in Kinlochleven where life then 
revolved around the aluminium factory. My dad was 
from Taynuilt and went to Kinlochleven for his appren-
ticeship in the Royal Bank where he met my mother… 
and the rest is history.  

‘I felt honoured to be invited to the special reception 
hosted by HRH The Prince of Wales at Clarence House 
to mark the 20th birthday of Walk the Walk.  

‘I have volunteered at the Woking headquarters of the 
charity every Wednesday for the past 10 years. As well 
as this, I  volunteer at The MoonWalk London and The 
MoonWalk Scotland every year. I enjoy every minute 
of my time with the charity. All volunteers are made to 
feel they are a valued part of the team and that our time 
makes a huge contribution to the charity.’

The Kilmallie Singers are preparing for their annual Christmas concert.

Kinlochleven

Janet Sossick, a volunteer originally from Kinlochleven, 
meets Prince Charles.

The compost site in Kinlochleven.

MALLAIG Pool and Lei-
sure has raised more than 
£10,000 towards its refur-
bishment plans this month.

Staff were delighted to 
receive a letter from the 
Green Business Fund 
saying it was giving the pool 
£10,000 for energy-saving 
equipment.

Topping up the £10,000 
was £77 from the pool’s 
charity box, £114.16 from a 
clothes swap shop at Arisaig 
Hotel and more than £300 
from The Friends of Mal-
laig Swimming Pool’s ‘Hats, 
Gloves and Ties’ event.

Improvement plans in-
clude painting the gym and 
new equipment.

Kilmallie Singers’ tune up for concert

Banavie Primary School pupils proudly � y their fourth green � ag. Photograph: Abrightside 

Photography

Fourth Green Flag for Banavie

Ardnamurchan

Mallaig

CHANGES are taking 
place in a well-used play 
area in Upper Achintore.

After months of discus-
sion, a campaign and a 
consultation the astroturf 
has been pulled up to make 
way for a concrete games 
area.

According to the High-
land Council, the removal 
of the artificial carpet and 
return to a tarmac surface 
was a request from the 
consultation conducted by 
Voluntary Action Lochaber.

The focus of this consulta-
tion was on play area oppor-
tunities in Achintore and 
included the artificial pitch 
at the former Upper Achin-
tore Primary School as well 
as other locations.

A council spokesperson 
said: ‘The former school 

THE GRAND Tour ar-
rived in Fort Augustus this 
week.

Former Top Gear present-
er Jeremy Clarkson’s latest 
venture with James May and 

site, including the pitch area, 
is surplus to requirements 
since the opening of the new 
Lundavra Primary School. 

‘Pending any decision 
by Highland Council on the 
future use of the site, the 
pitch area is available for 
use by the local community.

‘It was agreed that High-
land Council would cover 
the costs of removing the 
old surface materials and 
returning to the tarmac, 
and adding games lines, if a 
local community volunteer 
group would provide over-
sight of the area. 

‘We understand that 
Voluntary Action Lochaber 
is helping organise this 
group of volunteers who 
will oversee the use and 
management of the pitch 
thus allowing the local 

community use of the pitch 
area.’

Highland Council did 
however say that due to 

Fort Augustus

Richard Hammond will see 
the trio tour the world with 
a huge marquee where film-

ing will take place. The show 
began streaming on online 
platform, Amazon Prime, 
earlier this month, with a 
weekly episode scheduled 
for the next 13 weeks. 

Upper Achintore residents organised a ‘save our park’ 
campaign earlier this year.

winter weather condi-
tions, there may have to be 
a delay in line painting until 
spring 2017.

Change at Achintore play area
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TIMESLINE

Lifeboat called out 
twice in one night

Sex o� ender is 
admonished

Consultation on 
marine tourism

IT WAS a busy Monday night for 
the volunteer crew of Oban life-
boat, who transfered two people 
from Mull in two incidents. The 
Mora Edith MacDonald set o�  at 
7.10pm to transfer a man from 
Craignure to Oban, Lorn and the 
Isles Hospital. It departed Oban 
again at 12.45am to take a second 
patient from Mull to Oban for 
treatment.

A CONSULTATION on the North 
Pier developments into marine 
tourism will be taking place to-
morrow in Oban. A spokesman 
for Argyll and Bute Council 
said: ‘As part of our ongoing 
consultation activities, there 
is an event at the Argyllshire 
Gathering Hall on Friday 
December 9 where people can 
come along, view and then 
comment on the plans.’

A CONVICTED sex o� ender was 
admonished at Oban Sheri�  
Court on Monday after proving 
he had tried to make contact 
with both the police and the 
procurator � scal to complete his 
weekly sign-in.

Cli� ord Gosbell, 54, c/o HMP 
Greenock, was arrested a week 
after he failed to attend Oban po-
lice station by not having enough 
driving hours to complete his 
work for the week – stranding 
him in Cobham, Surrey.

Sheri�  Ruth Anderson said: ‘I 
� nd you not guilty. You did make 
attempts to contact the police 
and the procurator � scal.’

Organisers of Oban Live, say they are ‘over the 
moon’ with the response and support from the 
public during the event’s launch last Thursday 
(December 1).  

The launch included visits from trad rock band 
Skerryvore to Park Primary School, pictured, the 
Rock� eld Centre, Oban High School, The Oban 
Times and Oban Fire Station. During their visits, 
the band spread the news of the � rst con� rmed 
acts for the two-day music concert at Moss� eld 
Stadium on June 2 and 3 next year. 

Martin Gillespie of Skerryvore said: ‘We are over 

the moon with the response from our launch in the 
town and very grateful to the local community for 
all their support. A massive thanks to Bid4Oban, 
which helped out with administration for the local 
ticket o� er, to the schools and businesses we visit-
ed for their warm welcome, and to all our partners 
and local businesses for helping us spread the 
news. Most importantly, thank you to all those 
who came down in the freezing weather to cele-
brate the launch with us. We only announced the 
Station Square launch that same week so we were 
delighted to see and meet so many people there.’

Oban Live draws 200 to launch party

Argyll’s biggest gig worth 
£1.1 million to the town
OBAN LIVE has been named 
as Argyll and Bute’s biggest 
live music gig in the same week 
as organisers have announced 
they are bringing the best live 
music to the seaside town for 
the third year running.

An independent economic 
activity impact report shown to 
The Oban Times this week says 
the ‘not-for-profit’ event led by 
Tiree band Skerryvore puts £1.1 
million into the local economy.

The event was set up in 2015 
to celebrate 10 years of the 
band. Skerryvore members 
wanted to give something 
back to the community that 
has helped to make them an 
internationally renowned act.

At the same time, they were 
ambitious enough to bring the 
first large gig to the town in 
Oban’s Mossfield Park. 

Oban Live’s success 
already seems to be the 
envy of other places such 
as Inveraray, Dunoon
and Helensburgh, which are 
keen to get in on the act. 

Sources from venues in all 
three Argyll towns have told 
The Oban Times they want to 
take the event out of Oban and 
have offered help with costs 
not currently covered by grant 
funding.

Graeme Bass, chairman of 
Bid4Oban, which helped to 
nurture the band’s first decade 
event in the town, said: ‘The 
Skerryvore team continue to 
demonstrate their commit-
ment to the festival despite 
the event failing to generate 

an operating profit. I know 
that other towns are keen to 
attract the event but Oban has 
shown it has the people and 
infrastructure to deliver this 
unique experience for locals 
and visitors alike. 

‘The value to the town shown 
by an independent in-depth 
analysis shows the events are 
worth £1.1 million.’

Mr Bass continued: ‘The 
Skerryvore team continue to 
work with local business in 
order that everyone gets the 
most value from their event. 

‘It is much appreciated by 

many on a weekend that other-
wise would be between Easter 
and the busy summer holidays.’

Last week local people came 
out in droves to buy tickets and 
enjoy a number of impromptu 
live gigs around the town from 
Skerryvore.

While Oban Live says it 
has applied for funding from 
Argyll and Bute Council, to 
date no financial support has 
been approved, which would 
help cover the costs of the 
event – in particular the hiring 
of the shinty pitch, which costs 
roughly £30,000.

A spokesman for Argyll and 

Bute Council said: ‘We wel-
come the economic benefits 
which Oban Live brings to the 
town and are committed to 
continuing to work proactively 
with its organisers, as we have 
done in previous years, to en-
sure the event runs as smoothly 
as possible. 

‘Part of this support includes 
event and traffic management 
advice and support, which is 
provided free of charge. We 
also help out with removal 
of rubbish, associated street 
sweeping and provide parking 
wardens on the day.

‘The council has a reducing 
major events and festival fund 
which supports events such as 
Oban’s Argyllshire Gathering 
and West Highland Yachting 
Week. Organisations are free 
to make representations to the 
council for funding support.’

A Freedom of Information 
request shows the local author-
ity funds the Cowal Gathering 
to the tune of £130,210 over 
two years with a further in-
kind contribution (grounds, 
amenity services, dancing 
platforms, staging and so on) 
of £37,000 per year.

The Royal National Mòd re-
ceives approximately £40,000 
per year, regardless of whether 
the event is held in the council 
area or not. 

Helensburgh and Lomond 
Winter Festival had a payment 
of £36,000 to help set it up 
in 2012, with a payment of 
£35,200 for 2016 and 2017.

The Argyllshire Gathering 
receives £8,000 in support 
annually, with further in-kind 
payments. 

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

The Mòd 
is given 
£40,000 
per year

NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING
Recycled paper made 

up 75.5% of the 
raw material for UK 
newspapers in 2004
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Tributes paid to retiring 
charity champ Graeme

Ceilidh success in Vienna

TRIBUTES have been paid to an Oban 
man who has stepped down as a Mary’s 
Meals board member after 14 years of 
service. 

Graeme Pagan, 80, a retired solicitor, 
has been involved in supporting the 
work of the Dalmally-based charity 
since its early days.

The father-of-three was a trustee 
with Scottish International Relief and 
continued to serve on the board when 
the charity later changed its name to 
Mary’s Meals. 

Despite retiring as a board member 
recently for personal reasons, Mr Pagan 
has insisted he will continue to support 
the charity in other ways, which includes 
volunteering his time at the Mary’s 
Meals shop in Oban.

Mr Pagan said: ‘When I first got 
involved in Mary’s Meals, I knew that it 
would be a charity that would go on to do 
tremendous work. 

‘Since my early involvement, it has been 
wonderful to see Mary’s Meals continu-
ing to grow, yet the charity itself and the 
people who work there have remained 
modest.

‘Mary’s Meals stands out like a shining 
beacon to me and it has been a complete 
honour to have been able to serve on its 
board. The charity will always stay close 
to my heart.’

Mr Pagan has a history of charity work 
and was fundamental in setting up the 
Will Aid scheme which has since raised 
many millions for charity. 

He also co-created Oban Charitable 

Trust and helps run a holiday flat in 
the town which is offered on a weekly 
basis free of charge to those suffering 
from and affected by cancer. 

Paying tribute to Mr Pagan, Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow, founder and 
chief executive of Mary’s Meals, said: 
‘Graeme’s involvement on the board 
will be very much missed by the team at 
Mary’s Meals.

‘His commitment and enthusiasm to 
our work since the very early days has 
been wonderful and we are extremely 
grateful for the contribution he has 
made over the years.’

Mary’s Meals is helping the world’s 
poorest communities to overcome pov-
erty, hunger and barriers to education, 
and is now feeding 1,187,104 children 
every day they attend school.

MUSICIANS Sileas Sinclair, Sarah 
Sinclair and Hugh MacCallum from 
Argyll and Lochaber led the festivi-
ties at the annual fundraising ceilidh 
dance for Vienna International School 
Rugby Club. 

The event was hosted by Colin 
Campbell, son of the late Dr Robbie 

Campbell of Ulva Ferry, Mull, and 
Blyth Northumberland, former teach-
er and senior rugby coach at the school. 
Food in the form of  Highland samo-
sas, goulash and sandwiches ensured 
that the energy levels were kept high. 
Flanagan’s Pub, the home of rugby in 
Vienna, sponsored the beer.

TIMESLINE

Rocker heads for 
the Highlands

Lifeboat called to 
evacuate patient

Putting CalMac 
in the picture

Sam from SAMS is 
UHI’s top student

ROCKER Bryan Adams is coming 
to the Highlands for his only 
Scottish show in 2017. 

The Summer of ’69 performer 
will take to the stage for the 
outdoor show at Bught Park, 
Inverness, on Sunday July 16. This 
show – his � rst in the Highlands – 
is part of his Get Up Tour.

Tickets are on sale from 9am 
tomorrow (December 9) and are 
available from www.ticketline.
co.uk, or 0844 888 9991 or from 
Ca� rey’s Menswear, Union Street, 
Inverness.

CALMAC has launched its pop-
ular photographic competition 
for its 2018 calendar.

But budding photographers 
had better be quick as the con-
test closes on January 8, 2017.

The competition carries the 
possibility of winning £250 of 
CalMac vouchers if you pro-
duce the calendar’s cover shot.

Full details, along with terms 
and conditions, can be found 
at www.calmac.co.uk/calen-
dar-competition.

THE Oban lifeboat Mora Edith 
MacDonald launched early on 
Tuesday morning (November 30) 
to evacuate a casualty from the 
Isle of Mull.

The RNLI vessel was called at 
3.49am for the medical assistance 
of a person at Craignure.

The volunteer crew left Oban 
with two paramedics on board, 
arriving at Craignure pier by 
4.40am. The casualty was safely 
transferred to the lifeboat for 
the journey back to Oban, where 
they were then transferred to a 
waiting ambulance.

Oban lifeboat then returned to 
station where she was refuelled 
and made ready for service again 
by 5.34am. 

 A GRADUATE from the Scottish 
Association for Marine Science 
has been named as the Univer-
sity of the Highlands and Islands 
student of the year 2016. 

Samuel Black, 22, from Dunbar, 
graduated from the SAMS UHI 
this year with � rst-class honours 
in marine science with Arctic 
studies. He was selected for his 
exceptional academic work, his 
enthusiasm and his contributions 
to SAMS UHI.

CHRISTMAS came early this week for 
Dunbeg resident Duncan Campbell, 59.

For the Scottish Water service 
treatment operator has done what hun-
dreds of others could not – accurately 
pin-pointed the ball in our Spot the 
Shinty Ball competition.

Mr Campbell receives the top prize of  
£4,050 and popped into The Oban Times 
office this week to pick up his cheque.

He said: ‘ I like a wee gamble and I 
have been playing as long as I can 
remember. I do it every week and have 
won a couple of £25 in the past. I was 

at work and I got a phone call. I did not 
believe it until I went out to the Halfway 
House on Thursday at 6am a nd bought 
an Oban Times. I feel brilliant about 
winning, but I feel sorry for the other 
people who have been trying to win.’

Mr Campbell said he would have no 

problems spending the cash, saying: 
‘Christmas is coming up. There will 
also be a bit of DIY around the house 
so I must keep some back. I had too 
many things to do to celebrate at the 
weekend, but it will probably happen 
some time this week.’

He’s in the money! Duncan wins spot the shinty ball prize

Superfast broadband bid
has descended into ‘fiasco’
GIGAPLUS Argyll’s plan to 
bring to superfast broadband 
to Luing has descended into a 
‘fiasco’, the island’s community 
council heard last week.

BT is contracted to provide 
superfast broadband to 95 per 
cent of the UK, leaving the re-
motest five per cent uncovered. 
A community-funded and -run 
broadband service on Mull 
called GigaMull joined with 
private provider AB Internet to 
form GigaPlus Argyll. 

It plans to bring a ‘carrier class 
network’ of masts and dishes, 
transmitting wireless superfast 
broadband at a minimum speed 
of 24MB/S, to 1,400 homes and 
businesses in rural postcodes, 
including west Mull, Iona, Lis-
more, Colonsay, Oronsay, Jura, 

the Craignish peninsula and 
Rinns of Islay, and Luing. 

The Scottish Government 
initiative Community Broad-
band Scotland (CBS) funded 
£988 towards the roll-out of 
the network, which will be 
community-owned with AB In-
ternet deriving the income. The 
GigaPlus Argyll website hoped 
‘the first installation will be live 
early in 2017’.

AB Internet applied to build 
an 11m unmanned, lightweight, 
lattice telecommunications 
tower near Achafolla Cottage, 
Toberonochy, and, in July, a 
second tower 30.5m (100ft) high 
at Cnoc Dhomnhuill, Cullipool, 
which drew 31 objections – in-
cluding from Luing Community 
Council (LCC). It felt ‘unable 
to represent island opinion’ 
until CBS’s consultation was 
complete, it argued, and the 

100ft tower was ‘a much greater 
size than we understood from 
previous information’.

LCC convener Fiona Rogers 
told Cullipool Hall on Tuesday 
November 29 that, as a result of 
a project meeting and many ob-
jections to the Cullipool mast, 
‘AB Internet decided to with-
draw its application’, and since 
then it has been subjected to 
‘vitriolic’, ‘unjustified criticism’.

Ms Rogers said: ‘We have 
tried to reflect the island’s inter-
ests, not GigaPlus’s. People are 
not dissatisfied with the service 
they are already getting. In my 
view, a cosmetic exercise was 
carried out to show this is what 
we wanted.’

Councillor Julie McKenzie 
said GigaPlus Argyll is ‘going to 
proceed without Luing. Luing 
is the only community council 
in Scotland that has rejected 

it. Is it right for those who want 
GigaPlus to be disadvantaged 
by those who don’t?’ Ms Rogers 
countered: ‘Is that called the 
tyranny of the minority?’

Community councillor Nicky 
Archibald added: ‘This whole 
thing has become a fiasco. We 
are an island well serviced by 
internet – better than other 
islands. We are presented with 
an option that may or may not 
[bring] benefit. So where do we 
sit? We are told this may not 
be totally inclusive. It may be a 
lesser service. On top of that, we 
are having a 30m high mast. It 
will not give everyone the ben-
efit they expect. We are hearing 
the service levels are not very 
good. The message from the 
survey is we want better service, 
but we want the devil we know, 
not the devil we don’t. We went 
to the nth degree to get this 

done, and all we have had is 
criticism. It is a joke.’

Moray Finch, general manager 
of Mull and Iona Community 
Trust, told The Oban Times: 
‘We are unable to proceed 
with implementation on Luing. 
Luing remains part of the Giga-
Plus Argyll project. We have 
not withdrawn the planning 
application for the mast at 
Achafolla. GigaPlus Argyll will 
seek alternative locations for 
masts to bypass Luing. This will 
ensure the other communities 
are not adversely affected. 

‘Our concern is that there are 
residents on Luing who will be 
denied a service that they would 
wish to take with no prospect of 
an alternative.

‘It appears to us Luing Com-
munity Council has been nega-
tive about the GigaPlus Argyll 
project from the start.’

New life 
for the 
Screen 
Machine
REGIONAL Screen Scotland, 
which operates the Screen Ma-
chine, has raised the necessary 
funds to carry out a major refit 
of the cinema vehicle, which 
will add a minimum of six more 
years to its operational life. 

The Screen Machine is the 
UK’s only full-time, self-con-
tained mobile cinema, bringing 
the latest movie releases to 
communities across the north 
and west of Scotland.

The Screen Machine service 
was originally launched in 1998, 
and the current Screen Machine 
has been on the road since 2005, 
spending up to 48 weeks a year 
bringing the big screen experi-
ence to communities from Barra 
to Bettyhill and from Brodick to 
the outer isles of Orkney.

Now Regional Screen Scotland 
has secured funding from the 
National Lottery through Cre-
ative Scotland’s Open Project 
Fund and Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise, and sponsorship 
from the Royal Bank of Scot-
land, to meet the costs of a full 
and thorough refit, to be carried 
out by the Screen Machine’s 
original builders, the French-
based company Toutenkamion, 
a world leader in mobile cinema 
design and construction. 

Robert Livingston, director 
of Regional Screen Scotland, 
said: ‘The aim is to carry out the 
refit at Toutenkamion’s French 
workshop in April/May 2017, 
and relaunch the fully renewed 
Screen Machine in June. 

‘It will then resume its normal 
touring circuit and audiences 
will be able to enjoy the custom-
ary wide choice of new films, as 
well as extras such as photogra-
phy exhibitions and archive 
screenings, knowing that the 
Screen Machine will be fit to 
continue full operation well into 
the next decade.’

The Screen Machine is an 
articulated tractor and trailer. 

It is subject to considerable 
wear and tear, as the cinema is 
set up and dismantled three or 
four times every week, and the 
Screen Machine travels regular-
ly on ferries, and is often set up 
on sites fully exposed to salt and 
sea air. 

Graeme Pagan with Magnus 
MacFarlane-Barrow.

SANDY NEIL
sneil@obantimes.co.uk

Duncan receives 
his bumper 

cheque from 
Oban Times 

group editor 
Susan Windram.

WEST Highland Gas has been oper-
ating since the 1960s as Calor Gas’s 
principal dealer throughout the West 
Coast of Scotland. In 1999, the com-
pany was bought over by John and 
Susan MacLachlan and incorporated 
into the Argyll Resources Group. In 
addition to the original Oban base, 
West Highland Gas now operates from 
depots in Mull, Fort William, Dunoon, 
Lochgilphead and Campbeltown. All 
depots also stock Air Liquide drinks 
dispense gas and are agents for BOC 
industrial and medical gases. A full 
delivery and cylinder connection 
service saves customers the inconven-
ience of transporting heavy cylinders 
or handling coal and bulky wood fuel 
products. 
The depot at Ben 
Nevis Industri-
al Estate, Fort 
William, has re-
cently had a new 
building installed 
with a new-look 
larger showroom 
enabling the 
display, similar 
to the other depots, of a range of LPG 
appliances, cookers, heaters, camping 
Gaz cylinders and accessories such 
as regulators and hoses. Stocked 
alongside are a wide range of welding 
equipment and consumables. Coal, 
logs, peat, briquettes, wood pellets, 
kindling and even salt (for de-icing) 

are also available with excellent dis-
counts available for bulk purchases. 
Local Fort William man Colin Camp-
bell joined the team earlier this year 
alongside Daniel MacNair, who has 
worked for a number of years with 
West Highland Gas in Oban and then 
Lochgilphead and brings his wealth of 

experience now to 
Fort William.
‘I’ve worked in 
construction for a 
number of years,’ 
said Colin, ‘but fan-
cied a change and 
when the position 
with West High-
land Gas came 
along, I thought it 

would be good to work more closely 
with the public and do something a 
bit di� erent. I’m really enjoying the 
job, meeting our customers and doing 
deliveries throughout this lovely part 
of Scotland. Shortly after starting 
with the company, my construction 
experience was put to good use or-

ganising the installation 
of the building, which 
is a really big improve-
ment. Daniel has been a 
great help showing me 
the ropes at the start, 
along with the compa-
ny’s thorough in-house 
and external induction 
training programme in 
the uses, safe handling 
and transport of gas and 
system procedures.’
‘Colin’s local knowledge 
has been a great help � nding places 
but after several months, I think I 
know the area very well now!’ added 
Daniel. ‘We aim to provide a really 
great service. We are always prepared 
to go that extra mile to make sure 
folk get their gas when they need it 
and we know just how important that 
is, especially when the cold weather 
sets in. Between us, Colin and I make 
a good team to serve our customers 
here in Fort William and Lochaber. In 
the run up to Christmas we will be 

giving a warm welcome 
to customers with mince 
pies at the depot so do 
drop in and have a look 
around and a chat and 
if you are needing a 
delivery give us a ring on 
01397 701414.’
West Highland Gas are 
now doing twice weekly 
delivery runs from their 
Lochgilphead depot in 
Kilmory Industrial Estate 
into the Campbeltown 

area. They are able to do deliveries to 
your door usually on a Tuesday and 
Friday so if you live in Campbeltown or 
anywhere en route from Lochgilphead 
give them a ring on 01546 602662.  
Keep warm and make sure you’re 
cooking with gas this Christmas.
In the run up to Christmas, if you buy 
either a 15kg, 19kg or 47kg Calor gas 
cylinder, £5 will be deducted o�  the 
� rst cylinder on presentation of the 
voucher below. O� er available from now 
until December 23, 2016, at all depots.

West Highland Gas fuels the community for over 50 years

£5 OFF
When you buy your next 

15kg, 19kg or 47kg cylinder
Valid until 24th December 2016. Terms and conditions apply

Oban Depot
Torran Gorm Industrial Estate, PA34 4PL 01631 564050 
Dunoon Depot
Ellangowan, PA23 8QH 01369 706269
Mull Depot
Pennygown Quarry, PA72 6JN 01680 300560
Fort William Depot 
33 Ben Nevis Industrial Estate, PH33 6PR 01397 701414
LochgilpheadDepot
Unit 8, Kilmory Industrial Estate PA31 8RR 01546 602662
Email enquiries@argyllresources.co.uk
Web site www.westhighlandgas.co.uk
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Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint

Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing edi-
tor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 123 
2220 or email inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
IPSO is an independent body which 
deals with complaints from the 
public about the editorial content of 
newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

FW

Write to us: send your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or The Editor, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB

Days gone by – 1951

Glasgow Letter

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

In keeping with the festive season, this week we travel back to the hospital Christmas party of 1951. This particular 
joyful celebration was held in ward 42B and, as can be seen, was graced by Santa, clowns and people in fancy dress.

Social media

The initiative to establish in Strontian what is believed  
will be Scotland’s first community-owned school is 

indeed an ambitious one.
However, it is gratifying to see the response that has 

been forthcoming from members of the community and 
further afield.

There has been an excellent beginning to the cam-
paign by the company called Strontian Community 
School Building Ltd (SCSB) to raise funds by offering 
community shares in the project, with £27,000 already 
in the coffers.

That represents more than a quarter of the intended 

target of £100,000 required to make the scheme viable. 
And while it is obviously a long way short of the target, 
it is a hugely encouraging beginning.

The SCSB chairman, the Reverend Donald McCorkin-
dale, was quite correct when he said the initial share 
launch was ‘a wonderful community collaboration.

‘A great crowd turned out, I couldn’t say exactly how 
many but the hall was very full and what an atmosphere 
– everyone was in fine spirits.’

At £50 per share, there is no reason why members of the 
community should not get behind the initiative and we 
would urge as many people as possible to back the idea.

Great success for Skye 
annual gathering 
A FINE evening was had by all at the 
Glasgow Skye annual gathering last 
Friday night. 

I was playing elsewhere so, unfor-
tunately, had to miss the concert. 
I arrived, however, in time for the 
dance to begin and to hear glowing 
reports from those who had been in 
the Glasgow University Union for the 
earlier part of the night. 

It seems it was one of those concerts 
at which all the singers, musicians and 
speakers really performed well. The 
dance was also a cracker – with Trail 
West keeping a large audience on the 
dance floor all night. 

It was so great to see the dance so 
busy, rounding off a year in which the 
majority of the association gatherings 
have been so well attended. 

A last-minute trip to 
the trad awards
I HAD nothing planned for the day 
after the Glasgow Skye gathering, 
so I was enjoying a long lie when I 
received a phone call from one of the 
Trail West boys who had played the 
dance the previous night. 

A seat had become available at the 
last minute for their table at the Scots 
Trad Music Awards in Dundee that 
very evening and they were inviting 
me to attend. 

I always enjoy the trads and had 
been sorry not to be attending this 
year, so I jumped in a shower, ironed 
a shirt, polished my shoes, and off I 
went to the train.

The stars of the traditional music 
scene were out in force in the Caird 
Hall and it was a very successful night 
for West Highland bands – many of 
whom had made the trip through 
from Glasgow – including Trail West 
themselves (winning dance band of 
the year) and Breabach (winning an 
incredible double – folk band of the 
year and album of the year) with whom 
I shared a table and plenty of craic. 

Congratulations to all the winners 
and nominees.

What a way to round 
o�  brilliant weekend 
A GREAT weekend was rounded off 
in the Park Bar on Sunday night to the 
music of Martainn Skene, accompa-
nied by Ross Wilson. 

The bar was mobbed with many peo-
ple reminiscing about a fine weekend 
at the trad awards or at the Glasgow 

Skye or, indeed, (in a few cases) at both. 
It was a hugely enjoyable weekend in 
Glasgow – after which I am perfectly 
ready to go into hibernation until 
Christmas.

What’s on
Friday December 9: Clydebank 
Highlanders cèilidh in the Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick. 
Saturday December 10: The Glasgow 
Skye Association’s children’s 
Christmas party in the Renfield 
Centre, Blythswood Hall.
Saturday January 7: Glasgow Skye 
Association New Year family ceilidh 
in the Crawford Hall. 
Friday January 27: The Glasgow 
Uist and Barra Association New Year 
dance in the Glasgow University 
Union.

Pub scene
Park Bar. 
Friday December 9: Eriskay Lilt.
Saturday December 10: Nicky 
Mcmichan.
Sunday December 11: Eriskay Lilt.
Islay Inn.
Friday December 9: The Raggaels
Saturday December 10: The Keelies.
Wednesday December 14: quiz night.

THERE was widespread goodwill 
and pleasure at the news that a new 
street in Dunbeg has been named 
after Sine MacVicar, head teacher at 
the village school.
Irene Baxter cheered: ‘Fantastic a 
lovely teacher and shows what the chil-
dren of Dunbeg School think of her.’
Eilidh Nic An Mhaistir posted: ‘Best 
teacher in the world, no wonder! Con-
gratulations Sine.’
Irene A Harvey praised: ‘Couldn’t have 
chosen a better name!!’
Mags Johnstone wrote: ‘One in a 
million, congratulations Miss macvicar.’
Laura Cook lauded: ‘Sine is a fantastic 
head, an inspirational teacher and a 

lovely lady. I couldn’t be more happy 
that her pupils see and encourage 
others to appreciate her value. She has 
been a study teacher/matron in the 
hostel, and laterally a senior colleague 
of mine, she has o� ered invaluable 
advice at both inservice days, and at 
the checkout in Aldi!! Well done Sine.’
Bill Gray said: ‘Fantastic! Truly inspired 
decision centred on an inspiring, dedi-
cated teacher. Terri� c!!’
Linda Simpson posted: Sine MacVicar 
was a warden in Glencruitten when 
I went to Oban high school. I don’t 
know how she put up with us and I was 
there for 5 years. She deserves to have 
a street named after her.’

Dawn Knowles said: ‘Really wonderful 
and well deserved. Sine taught my 
brothers and I 35 years ago and all of 
our family really loved her x My Mum 
would have been pleased for her, hav-
ing such an honour.’
Linda Cuthbertson added: ‘Couldn’t 
think of a more worthy person to re-
ceive a fantastic gesture like this. Miss 
MacVicar is one of the loveliest ladies 
and fabulous teacher I have ever met!!’
Sheila MacLeod added: ‘Couldn’t have 
chosen a better person after whom to 
name a street, Sine is a credit to the 
teaching profession.’
Michelle Macaulay wrote: ‘A diamond 
of a woman would help anyone.’

‘CHA TOIL LEAMSA sibhse idir!’  
Sin a rèir coltais mar a thuirt mise ris 
a’ chiad neach-teagaisg a bh’ agam 
sa bhun-sgoil aig deireadh mo chiad 
sheachdain sgoile.

Chan eil cuimhn’ agam an-diugh 
carson a ràinig mi an co-dhùnadh 
cudromach sin, ach tha cuimhn’ agam 
gun do dh’innis mo phiuthar mhòr 
dhachaigh orm is bhiodh dragh sam 
bith a bh’ aig  mo phàrantan  aig an 
àm glè nàdarra is iad airson an cuid 
chloinne a dhìon. 

Bliadhnaichean air adhart bhiodh 
mo mhàthair is an neach-teagaisg 
sin fhathast a’ gàireachdainn mu na 
thuirt mi. Chan eil faclan freagar-
rach a chuireas an cèill  sgreamh a’ 
mhòr-shluaigh mu na sgeulachdan 
a tha a’ nochdadh mun droch dhìol 
a rinneadh air cuid de bhalaich òga 
cuide ri sgiobaidhean bhall-coise.  

Tha a-nise barrachd den fheadhainn 
a dh’fhuiling air am misneachadh 
fianais a thogail agus tha àireamhan 
a’ fàs. Chan eil fios fhathast air 
meud na h-èiginn seo ann an saoghal 
ball-coise òigridh, neo càite an stad 
cùisean, ach gun teagamh sam bith 

tha na h-aithrisean dol a dhèanamh 
cron do-chreidsinneach air cliù an 
spòrs agus gu sònraichte air cuid de 
sgiobaidhean gu math ainmeil. 

Tha na thachair cuideachd a’ togail 
cheistean gu math cruaidh mun 
dòigh sam bheil ùghdarrasan nàise-
anta bhall-coise a’ cumail smachd 
air dleastanasan sàbhailteachd 
òigridh a tha dol an sàs san spòrs. 
‘S e am masladh as motha a tha a’ 
nochdadh gun robh fios aig cuid ann 
an cumhachd gun robh leithid de 
dhroch dhìol a’ tachairt ann an cuid a 
cheàrnaidhean agus nach d’ rinneadh 
dad ma dheidhinn ach a chleith. Agus 
dè mu dheidhinn spòrsan eile?  Thug 
an sgainneal mu Jimmy Savile agus 
na nochd na lùib crathadh air saoghal 
nan ealain, agus tha a h-uile coltas 
gun dèan an sgainneal ùr seo an aon 
rud ann an saoghal spòrs anns an 
fharsaingeachd.

Bho thoiseach na seachdaineach seo 
tha e an aghaidh an lagha dha duine 
smocadh ann an càr ma tha neach air 
bòrd a tha fo ochd-bliadhna-deug. 
Chan eil teagamh nach e deagh rud 
a th’ ann gun tèid òigridh an dìon 

bho thruailleadh cheò tombaca, 
ach cuiridh mi geall gum bi mòran 
inbhich a leughas seo a’ faireachadh 
an aon chiont ‘s a th’ orm fhìn airson 
an liuthad uair a bha sinn ri smocadh 
ann an càr is a’ chlann cuide rinn. 

Bidh mi tric a’ beachdachadh air 
mar a thig rudan a bha uair cho 
àbhaisteach gu bhith mì-laghail agus 
nan cron. 

EVIDENCE of child abuse within 
football could be as damaging to 
sport in this country as the Jimmy 
Savile scandal revelations were to 
the entertainment industry, but it is 
surely good that child safety in sport 
is re-addressed. 

No less an Augean aspiration than 
the remarkably effective smoking 
legislation has been. This week it 
became illegal to smoke in any vehicle 
containing passengers under 18 and, 
like me, many will feel guilt at how we 
did that when it was legal but equally 
damaging.

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Camp-
bell) ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Planning in Argyll 
and Bute is chaotic
Sir,
I was pleased to see the coverage given 
to the hugely important issue of town 
and country planning in The Oban 
Times.

However, planning chaos is nothing 
new in Argyll and Bute. It has been 
rampant since planning responsibilities 
were given to the council. And it is one 
of the things which ensures that Argyll 
and Bute Council will never win the re-
spect of people whom it exists to serve.

We can see that prior to Argyll and 
Bute Council we had excellent planning 
in our town and villages. Those who 
took on the task at that time clearly 
approached planning from a position of 
respect and responsibility for both the 
people and the place.  

With Argyll and Bute Council, the 
respect and responsibility have evapo-
rated and the result is what we see all 
around us. Personally, I am sitting here 
watching so-called developers systemat-
ically exploit and ruin this village. And 
all with the enthusiastic encouragement 
of the planning department.

You need a lot more than a diploma 
in planning to be a good planner. You 
need common sense in heaps and a 
strong grasp of social ethics if you are 
to earn your living as a bona fide deci-
sion-maker in planning. Unfortunately, 
those attributes are rare within both the 
elected membership and senior officer 
ranks of Argyll and Bute Council. And 
without them planning by Argyll and 
Bute Council can never succeed. 

However, there is absolutely no reason 
why planning has to remain in the hands 
of Argyll and Bute Council. As we often 
do, we can look to the past and learn 
how wiser and bigger men engaged in 
the town and country planning that we 
now look on with admiration and envy 
and emulate their practices. Wiser and 
more civilised planning is there waiting 
for us to just pick it up.  

Arthur Mc Farlane,
Mount Pleasant, Tarbert.

Council o�  cers are 
there to serve 
Sir,
Surely it is a serious matter when your 
editorial (The Oban Times, December 
1), which dealt with council planning 
wrongs, did not contain any comment 
on your own report on page nine where 
the worst features of the undemocratic 
control of our council were exhibited. 

The ‘vote of confidence’ report con-
tained the words  ‘(executive officer) 
Hendry censored (surely she meant 
censured?) Mr McIntyre (an elected 
councillor) saying he would have him 
removed from the chamber ‘ and then 
‘disarray when McIntyre would not be 
silenced by ... Hendry’.

This man Hendry is a (civil) servant 
of the council, paid for by my money 
and yours. His contract commits him 
to give service and advice, when asked 
for it, to elected members and leaders 
of the council. Only the provost in the 
council chair has the authority and 
can, if he has the intellectual strength, 
keep order and control the speech and 
presence of the elected members, not 
the hired hands.

Can you imagine what the Com-
mons Speaker would say, and do, if 
the cabinet secretary tried to speak 
(at all) during a debate in the House 
on a confidence motion?   

If your report was accurate (and 
your reporter has the experience 
of the bullying tactics of the senior 
officers in our council) then Mr 
Hendry should be sacked for serious 
actions outwith his contracted terms 
of employment. No slap on the wrist 
or written warning is adequate for his 
heinous interference in the democrat-
ic process.

Gerry Fisher,
Allt na Mara, Benderloch.

2014 referendum 
was entirely positive 
Sir,
The letter headlined ‘Hypocrisy over 
effect of Brexit on tourism’ (The 
Oban Times, December 1) upbraids 
me and the SNP for not talking 
about the effect of the independence 
referendum on tourism but then ex-
presses concern about possible Brexit 
effects on the same important local 
and national industry.

In fact, the independence referen-
dum not only had no adverse effects 
on tourism but was conducted entirely 
positively by the Scottish Government 
and the SNP in terms of relationships 
with the other parts of these islands 
and those who live there. For my part, 
that was doubly so as I was born in 
Bromley in England. Scotland then 
and now welcomes visitors from 
everywhere and especially from close 
by. So do I.

Contrast that to the xenophobic 
rhetoric of the EU referendum and its 
aftermath. Consider in particular the 
language used from the platform by 
the leaders of the Conservative Party 
(aka the UK government) at their 
annual conference. Then factor in the 
rise in hate crime recorded south of 
the border.

The facts in this matter speak openly 
for themselves. Alas your correspond-
ent  seems afraid to do so.

In reality, we should all be trum-
peting aloud the positive approach 
of Scotland to everyone who comes 
here to visit or stay, despite the Brexit 
vote. The Scottish Government and 
the SNP are active in so doing, a point 
I made to the Scottish Parliament 
cross-party group on tourism which I 
addressed last week.

Michael Russell MSP,
Argyll and Bute.

New homes are built 
to high standards
Sir,
I am not sure whether community 
councillor Duncan Martin is represent-
ing Oban Community Council, himself 
or nobody in respect of his comments 
regarding Argyll Community Housing 
Association’s (ACHA) ‘uninspiring 
housing’ quoted in last week’s Oban 
Times. 

The housing that ACHA has built in 
Oban, Connel and Dalmally has high 
space standards and we embrace inno-
vation through air source heat pumps 

and solar panels. We make no apology 
for building homes which focus on 
space and quality on the inside because 
that’s what our tenants want. 

In my 12 years with ACHA, I have not 
had one complaint about ‘uninspiring’ 
design from any ACHA tenant. By 
coincidence, Brendan O’Hara MP 
opened 10 new houses in Connel last 
week built by ACHA. 

In his speech, he commended the 
quality of the homes and the con-
struction expertise of our workforce, 
on this occasion M&K MacLeod. On 
the tour of the new homes, a number 
of members of the public came up to 
me and commented on the quality of 
the development and, in particular, big 
kitchens you could sit down and have a 
meal in and rooms your kids could play 
in.

There has been much debate on 
housing in your columns in the past 
few weeks, not all of it positive, but 
our people need homes. At the present 
time we have more than 600 applicants 
for housing in the Oban area. 

At a planning hearing in Oban last 
week objectors to ACHA’s planning 
applications for Glenshellach intimat-
ed that there was no support for our 
proposals. I would respectfully suggest 
that the 535 people who have intimated 
to us that they would wish to live in 
Glenshellach suggest otherwise.

With the support of the Scottish 
Government and Argyll and Bute 
Council, ACHA has a real opportunity 
in the next four years to tackle some of 
Oban’s pressing housing needs. Our 
people deserve nothing less.

Alastair MacGregor,
Chief executive, Argyll Community 
Housing Association.

Gaelic road signs are 
simply confusing
Sir,
Yes, I agree with the letter regards 
to roads signage and having Gaelic 
forced down our throats by its prom-
inence these days. And I am a born 
and bred indigenous islander.

We speakers of Gaelic know where 
we are going. Indeed, I could go from 
Uist to Inverness or Campbeltown 
without any signs at all, and easily, but 
for those who cannot speak Gaelic, it 
only confuses them as to where they 
are going, so to that end it is simply 
not the right thing to do.

Leave well alone. Mach a seo.
I’ve reached a state of disillusion-

ment as a grassroots real speaker as to 
what on earth is going on these days.

Aonghas Eoghainn Mhoir,
Gearradh na Monadh, 
Uibhist a Deas.

Ganavan toilets were 
in pristine condition
Sir,
I recently paid a visit to Oban and 
had occasion to ‘spend a penny’ at 
the public facilities in Ganavan. The 
building was spotlessly clean and 
whoever is taking care of the facility 
is doing a great job.

John Watson,
Sandhole Farm, 
Adlington, Cheshire.
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Sport
Fort William                      2
Buckie Thistle                   5
Highland League

Club lottery 
numbers

Indoor football

Lottery 

10-pin bowling

Alleycats top the 
scratch division

Badminton

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG
T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419
Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 1, 2016 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons at Ulva and visitor moorings installed at Lochaline by North West Marine Ltd

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 05.46 1.8 12.18 3.3 17.47 1.8  **.** *.*
Fri 00.37 3.1 07.02 1.7 13.54 3.5 19.56 1.6
Sat 02.10 3.2 08.15 1.5 14.54 3.7 20.56 1.3
Sun 03.08 3.5 09.20 1.2 15.43 3.9 21.48 1.1
Mon 03.55 3.8 10.17 1.0 16.28 4.1 22.37 0.8
Tues 04.40 4.0 11.09 0.8 17.11 4.2 23.23 0.7
Wed 05.23 4.1 11.58 0.7 17.54 4.2  **.**  *.*
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

16
12

11

Thursday Light rain showers
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 8°C to 11ºC.
Friday Heavy rain
 Winds moderate south south westerly
 Temperatures 10°C to 11ºC.

Weekend Cloudy on Saturday
Outlook Cloudy on Sunday
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 8ºC to 11ºC.

AFTER week five of the 
Lochaber Building supplies 10 
pin bowling league at the Nevis 
Centre, Alleycats remain top 
of the scratch division with 22 
points.

They are followed closely by 
British Legion Fort William on 
21 points. 

Don’t Give A Split, Rotava-
tors and The Shambowls are 
next, all on 10 points. 

In the handicap division, 
British Legion Fort William 
extend their lead at the top and 
now have 21 points. 

Alleycats are in second 
place on 15 points followed by 
Rotavators on 12 points.

 Individually, the best game in 
week five was a 204 from Tony 
Whitelocke, Alleycats. 

Other good games came 
from Pam Weller, Alleycats, 
with 177, Tony Weldon, British 
Legion Fort William, with 175 
and Gaynor Weldon, British 
Legion Fort William, with 172. 
Tony Whitelocke also had the 
top handicap game of 244 and 
the top two game scratch series 
with 351 whilst Gaynor Weldon 
had the top two game handicap 
series of 435.

 The best team scores of the 
week came from Alleycats with 
a scratch game of 620 and two 
game scratch series of 1,181 
whilst British Legion Fort 
William had the top handicap 
game of 838 and top two game 
handicap series of 1,663.

 The top scratch averages are 
currently held by Pam Weller, 
Alleycats, with 165, followed 
by Tony Whitelocke, Alleycats, 
with 155 and Ben Weller, Don’t 
Give A Split, on 143. 

Fort William’s Daniel Highet backs up captain Iain Foggo as he tackles Buckie’s Craig Cowie, left, and 
Kevin Fraser. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image.

INDOOR football results - HW 
Energy 6, Portowcy 5; Fiorenti-
na Turner 3,The Goon Squad 0; 
Inverlochy 1, Doghouse Thistle 
16; The Young Team 4, Nevis 
Range 0; Ballatasaray 2, The 
Stoaters 2.

Lochaber Athletics Club held their annual Christmas dinner dance at the weekend. The event, at the 
Alexandra Hotel, Fort William, was well attended and got everyone feeling festive. 

Photograph: Abrightside Photography. 

Ex-players come back to haunt 
Fort William
EX-FORT William favourites 
Sam Urquhart and John McLe-
od  returned to Claggan Park on 
Saturday to haunt their former 
team as Buckie Thistle went top 
of the league. 

Fort William welcomed 
high-flying Buckie Thistle to 
Claggan in what was their first 
home game in five weeks.

The park fell silent for a min-
ute before kick-off in memory of 
the victims of the Chapecoense 
team following the Columbia 
plane crash.

Title-chasing Buckie took the 
game straight to the home side 
from the start and it only took 
them eight minutes to open the 
scoring through ex-Fort player 
Sam Urquhart who headed 
his first of three first-half 
goals against his former club.

Award-winning badminton players, left to right, Roan MacRae, Bun Sgoil Gaidhlig Loch-Abar, third 
boy; Connor Cameron, Lundavra, second boy; Cameron Stephen, Lundavra, � rst boy; Cory Mulvey, 

Lundavra, � rst girl; Skye Spears, Lundavra, second girl, and  Leah Maxtone, 
Inverlochy, third girl. Photograph: Iain Ferguson, The Write Image. 

Urquhart quickly completed his 
hat-trick with further strikes on 
15 and 35 minutes to take his 
total for the season to 17.

Just before half-time it was the 
turn of Buckie’s other former 
Fort favourite to get his name 
on the score sheet.

Highland League top 
goal-scorer John McLeod got 
on the end of a Chris Angus 
cut-back to fire home his 34th 
goal of the season, taking the 
half time score to Fort William 
0 Buckie Thistle 4.

The Fort came out fighting in 
the second half and markedly 
improved their performance to 
make a more even half.

But Buckie still got the next 
goal when Declan Milne made 
it 5-0 Buckie on 75 minutes.

Incredibly Fort William then 
began to dominate proceedings.

In the 83rd minute, after a pe-
riod of sustained Fort pressure, 
Scottie Davidson and then Craig 
Mainland had efforts cleared 

off the Buckie line. In the 85th 
minute Fort finally pulled one 
back, Jack Lingard heading 
home Lewis Campbell’s fine 
cross at the far post.

Two minutes later it was 5-2. 
After a stramash in the Buckie 
goal area, the ball eventually fell 
to Fort skippier Iain Foggo who 
prodded home from six yards.

After the game Fort man-
ager Ally Ewen said: ‘I was 
disappointed with the first half 
performance.

‘We did not acquit ourselves 
well and we were second to 
every ball. 

‘I told the players at half time I 
wanted to see more hunger and 
desire and to go out there and 
make sure we won the second 
half. So in that respect I was 
happy.’

Football

Indoor football 
Results

LUNDAVRA Primary School emerged the clear 
winner of this year’s Lochaber Primary Schools 
Badminton Championship.

The school took home first and second places in 
both the boys and girls competition.

The girls final was won by Cory Mulvey, with 
Skye Spiers finishing second. In the boys compe-
tition, Cameron Stephen was back to defend his 
title, having won last year’s competition as a P6 
pupil. His campaign was successful and he beat 
fellow Lundavra pupil Connor Cameron into 
second.

PE teacher Carol Cairns said: ‘The new facilities 
are fantastic and make such a difference. Pupils 
are really keen to come and take part in sport 
whenever they can. We have been running a 
lunchtime badminton club two days a week and 
the standard of play has improved.’

Organised by High Life Highland’s Active 
Schools co-ordinators Fiona Beattie and Bridget 
Thomas, in conjunction with primary and second-
ary school PE staff, the event attracted entries 
from Arisaig, Banavie, Bun-Sgoil Ghaidhlig Loch 
Abar, Caol, Invergarry, Inverie, Inverlochy, Lady 
Lovat, Lundavra, Mallaig, Spean Bridge and St 
Columba’s primary schools.

Girls competition
Third place in the girls competition was won by 

Leah Maxtone, from Inverlochy, who beat Katie 
Mason of Caol into fourth place. 

In the boys event, the play-off was won by Roan 
MacRae from Bun-Sgoil Ghaidhlig Loch Abar 
with Max Kelly from Banavie taking fourth spot.

Feathers fly at primary schools’ 
badminton championships

Runners set o�  from Nevis Range to take part in the new winter league race. Anthony MacMillan Photography. 

WINNING numbers in the 
Fort William Golf Club lotto 
drawn on Thursday December 
1 were 2, 12 and 17.

There was no winner so £200 
is in the pot for the draw today 
(December 8).

Caol Regeneration lotto 
numbers in the December 1 
draw were 1, 2 and five.

There were no winners with 
£400 jackpot available for 
today’s draw (December 8).

Last Sunday’s (December 
4) Ballachulish Shinty lottery 
draw saw winning numbers 5, 9 
and 20. 

Still no winners this week, 
so it goes to a £800 draw next 
week.

Caol community centre’s 
bingo lotto winning numbers 
were 2, 14 and 13.

There were no winners in this 
week’s draw, so the jackpot is 
up to £700 for next week. 

RUNNERS set off in freezing 
temperatures at the weekend 
for the third Lochaber Athletics 
Club (LAC) winter league race. 

Organisers said: ‘Conditions 
for the LAC race were cold, 
dry and bright which provided 
a great opportunity for a new 
undulating, 12-mile race route 
at Nevis Range taking 47 run-
ners out to the River Cour, then 
heading back on forestry tracks.’

Achievements from the race 
included John Yells in first place 
(1.11.13) and looking ‘fresh as a 
daisy’ at the finish line. 

Michael Connelly had a great 
run as male vet 60 in 20th place, 
and Helen Leggett female vet 
50 was hard on the heels of Foss 
making him sweat a little.

Racing so far this winter has 
included new talented runners 
for example, Peter Henry, sec-

ond, Steven Traill and Lisette 
Walter, as well as regulars back 
on form such as Tom Smith, 
third, Iain Adams and Ellen 
Morrison.

Next week’s hill race is Beinn 
Bhan, Glenloy, on Sunday De-
cember 11 with an 11am start.

Athletics

New 12-mile race route




