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AN OBAN man appeared in pri-
vate at the town’s sheriff  court 
on Monday accused of historic 
sex crimes. He made no plea or 
declaration and was released on 
bail for further examination.

KIND pupils at Dunbeg Prima-
ry School have put their best 
foot forward and packed 45 
shoe boxes full of presents 
for the annual Blythswood 
Shoebox Appeal. 

The boxes have been fi lled 
with toiletries, clothes, sta-
tionery, make-up, toys and 
sweets as a Christmas gift for 
children and adults who are 
living in poverty in Eastern 
Europe where the Scottish 
charity focuses its work.   

HOMEOWNERS over the age 
of 60 are being urged to take 
advantage of the Help to Adapt 
scheme.

The Scottish Government ini-
tiative is designed to help older 
people live independently in 
their own home for as long as 
possible.

The scheme encourages 
people to make alterations to 
their property now to ensure it 
continues to meet their future 
needs, with the aim of helping 
them stay safe and maintain 
their quality of life in their own 
home.

The scheme allows home 
owners to fund any adaptations 
using equity in their home to 
secure a loan from the Scottish 
Government.

Help to Adapt is available to 
everyone over the age of 60, 
regardless of income. 

For further information  tele-
phone 0330 303 7801 or enquir-
ies@helptoadaptscotland.co.uk 

No plea or 
declaration

Dunbeg children 
fi ll festive boxes 

Scheme for over- 
60s homeowners

An endangered turtle washed up on Troon beach at the weekend and is being cared for at the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary near Oban. For 
full story, turn to page 6.

Turtle rescued after storm Desmond detour

COMMUNITY company 
BID4Oban have made the 
decision to cut back on staff-
ing costs in order to fund a 
wide-ranging business plan 
before the end of its term in 
two years.

The post of marketing and 
events manager was made 
redundant last week in order 
to reduce the costs of the 
business and increase the 

amount of money going into 
actual events.

BIDs chairman Andrew 
Spence said: ‘When I came 
into the position last month 
I said I wanted every single 
penny to count. 

‘Our revenue on staffing 
was much higher than had 
been originally anticipated 
and we took a very hard, but 
unanimous board decision to 
remove one of our posts.

‘Neil Mackay has been a 
very valuable colleague who 

has been at the heart of a 
number of key events in the 
town. 

‘Going back to our business 
plan, for which we received a 
resounding yes vote, we did 
not plan to run all our events 
ourselves but rather encour-
age other people by providing 
seed funding for them to take 
events and festivals forward. 

‘While we have lost a 
member of staff, there will be 
more money to secure events 
and continue to deliver on 

our business plan.’ 
Mr Mackay said he was 

shocked at the organisation’s 
decision.

‘This was as big a shock 
to me as my heart attack 10 
years ago, especially after 
such a busy year for BIDs,’ 
he said.

‘Tourism, events and mar-
keting are the lifeblood of 
the whole of the West Coast 
especially in Oban. Anyone 
who does not recognise this 
is completely out of touch.’

A COMMITMENT to meeting 
challenges has seen better work-
ing relationships in Argyll and 
Bute Council, its leader Dick 
Walsh said this week.

Mr Walsh was responding to 
findings in the Accounts Com-
mision Best Value Audit 2015.

However, while recognising 
improvements within the local 
authority, the report, which was 
due to be discussed by the com-
mission yesterday (Wednesday), 
has also highlighted a number 
of concerns, including that 
‘strained relationships’ played 
out ‘in an increasingly personal 
way on public forums’ are ‘dam-
aging the council’s reputation’.

The Accounts Commission 
Best Value Audit 2015 chastised 
a small number of councillors 
within the authority for ‘long 
standing political differences’, 
saying better performing coun-
cils learn to leave problems in 
the council chamber.

The 23-page report reads: ‘The 
level of [lack of] public trust will 
continue to disrupt the work of 
the local authority.’

It continued: ‘Despite each 
side describing these steps [to 
building stronger relationships] 
as constructive or positive, we 
do not believe that in themselves 
they indicate that the difficult 
relationships will improve in the 
near future.’

Auditors also raise concerns 
about the welfare of staff, noting 

that the level of sickness amongst 
local authority staff continues to 
increase, while it is decreasing 
throughout Scotland.

The report, the third in a series 
of investigations into the coun-
cil, noted the local authority was 
‘significantly different’ and said 
‘confidence [was] growing’ in its 
work.

Since April 2013 there have 
been 15 complaints to audit 
commissioners – four cases are 
still being investigated, while all 
others have been dismissed.

Michael Russell, Argyll and 
Bute MSP, said: ‘For the area 
to move forward together the 
council must listen to those, 
including Audit Scotland, who 
are very critical of the way it has 
and is being run.’

Councillor Walsh, said: ‘We 
were committed to meeting the 
challenge and achieving pro-
gress when Audit Scotland first 
visited, and this report shows 
that is exactly what we are doing.

‘We have taken action that is 
delivering change where needed. 
We have structures, support and 
also attitudes in place that mean 
we are managing business more 
effectively. 

‘We have plans in place for 
on-going improvement. 

‘This has been achieved 
through the determination of 
councillors across the political 
spectrum, and the commitment 
of officers who are working hard 
every day for Argyll and Bute. 

‘We are pleased that Audit 
Scotland has recognised the pro-

gress made. We want to achieve 
more. 

‘We want to work in partner-
ship with our communities. We 
want to work constructively with 
anyone who has a contribution 
to make to the future prosperity 
of Argyll and Bute.

‘The most welcome finding in 
this report is that communities 
have a generally positive view of 
local services. 

‘We will use the findings of 
this report, and those of the 
Accounts Commission once 
available, to build on work we 
are already doing.’

A spokeswoman for the Audit 
Commission said: ‘We are the 
public spending watchdog for 
local government. We hold 
councils in Scotland to account 

and help them improve. We 
won’t be saying anything further 
at this stage – we don’t comment 
on reports until the commission 
members have considered them 
and those are included in the 
document.’

It is understood that the 
findings will be reported to the 
Audit Committee of the Scottish 
Government, which will then 
make further recommendations. 

A spokesman for the Scottish 
Government said it would not 
comment on any individual 
local authority at this stage but 
expected best practice from all 
local authorities.

He added: ‘If further progress 
has to be made then we will 
support local authorities in 
achieving this.’

BID4Oban axes marketing post 
in move to free up events cash

Progress made but council needs 
to do better, says commission

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Road to be resurfaced 
only three weeks 
after job completed
A ROAD surface laid only 
three weeks ago by Transport 
Scotland contractor BEAR 
Scotland is to be lifted and 
relaid after complaints about 
its quick deterioration. 

The work was carried out on 
the A828 approach to Connel 
Bridge, finishing on November 
18. But after inspections this 
week, BEAR has said it is going 
to lay it again.  

Residents say that the road 
started to break up within days, 
making the road much worse 
than it had been previously.

A spokeswoman for BEAR 
Scotland said: ‘Specialists have 
inspected the quality of the 
road material that was laid in 
order to determine the cause 
of the early deterioration, and 
a full repair will be carried out 
next week at the full expense of 
the contractor. 

‘The resurfacing will be 
carried out from Monday 
December 14 for three nights, 
from 7pm to 7am.  

‘For safety of road workers 
and motorists, the overnight 
resurfacing will be carried out 
under a 10mph convoy system.  
Traffic management will be 
removed outside of working 
hours, however, care should be 
taken as vehicles will be run-
ning over a temporary surface.’

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scotland’s 
north west unit representative 
said: ‘While the road surface 
poses no safety risk to road 
users, the new road surface is a 
poor quality and does not meet 
our high standards, therefore 
we have programmed the repair 
for next week.

‘We thank motorists in ad-
vance for their patience whilst 
the resurfacing is carried out.’
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A SERIES of meetings in fishing com-
munities around the Firth of Clyde  
have been hailed a success.

Hosted by the Clyde Fishermen’s 
Association (CFA), the meetings, to 
discuss the proposed management 
arrangements for Marine Protected 
Areas and the possible introduction 
of a Regulating Order, received strong 
support and underlined communities’ 
concerns surrounding the potential 
impact the proposed fisheries man-
agement measures would have on 
livelihoods. 

Between November 19 to 30, more 
than 420 people from Stranraer, 
Largs, Campbeltown, Islay, Tarbert, 
Carradale and Troon attended meet-
ings to discuss  the proposed MPAs 
and the Regulating Order proposal 
from the Sustainable Inshore Fisheries 
Trust (SIFT).  

Elaine Whyte, secretary of the CFA, 
said: ‘It was invaluable to have com-
munity feedback and listen to their 
ideas.  

‘At no event did we receive any 
public critical feedback, although we 
were entirely open to this.  At many 
events the unanimous public support 
and momentum was both visually and 
verbally expressed. So many local 
community members were not aware 
of MPAs or the proposed Regulating 
Order until these events, let alone 
aware of the impacts they will have on 
their communities. 

‘An independent socio-economic 
consultant with expertise in rural 
economics has highlighted that if the 
MPAs in their current form go ahead, 
in the Kintyre area alone 140 fishing 
jobs could be lost, equating to a loss 
of £5.4 million in Gross Value Added 
(GVA) per head.  

‘There is a further potential loss 
of 700 onshore fishing-related jobs 

(net-makers, processors, hauliers, 
engineers etc), equating to a loss of 
£26.6 million in GVA in Argyll and 
Bute.  

‘The ever-present threat of depop-
ulation in areas such as Argyll and 
Bute is also a significant concern.

‘With current depopulation running 
at 3.7 per cent, the proposed MPAs 
and Regulating Order would be 
sure to induce further significant 
depopulation, regardless of any part-
time seasonal tourist or recreational 
angling jobs that could be created as a 
minor by product of the policies.’  

Ms Whyte continued: ‘In respect 
to science and management, we feel 
it is unfair for COAST, SIFT and 
Revive the Clyde to claim that lack of 
leadership and poor management on 
behalf of the fishing industry and the 
Scottish Government have led to the 
Scottish public no longer eating Clyde 
finfish. They also point out that fin-
fish stocks are depleted in the Clyde.  

‘Clyde fishermen don’t have the 
quota they once did to catch finfish, 
but they are present and increasing as 
science is showing.  Fishermen aren’t 
catching the finfish thanks to inno-
vative gear developments, in fact in 
recent Marine Scotland studies they 
caught less than 0.7 per cent cod due 
to the selective nature of their nets.

‘We would like to draw attention 
to the fact that ICES (International 
Council for the Exploration of the 
Seas) has recommended a 41 per cent 
increase in the prawn quota uptake 
for 2016. This is not the sign of a 
fishery on the verge of collapse, quite 
the opposite.

‘We note that COAST, Revive the 
Clyde, SIFT and various other grant 
-funded teams did not attend any of 
the events in order to join the debates. 

‘They would have been welcome to 
offer their perspective publicly if they 
had disagreed with any of the state-
ments which were made at the events.’    

Clyde meetings underline threat 
facing local coastal communities
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

A LARGE group of stalwarts braved 
the elements on Saturday to watch 
the official switch-on of Bowmore’s 
Christmas lights,  which took place in 
torrential rain and gusting winds  in 
the village square.

The ceremony was carried out by 
the eminent local Highland dancing 
teacher Ella Edgar who appeared 
quite undaunted by the weather 
conditions.

The open-air entertainment 
planned was transferred to the 
village hall, where a large crowd at 
the community Christmas fayre were 
entertained by piping, choral singing, 
brass band music and dancing, as 
well as a large array of trade stalls, 
produce and food outlets, along 
with children’s entertainment and a 
much-visited Santa’s grotto.

The Bowmore festive lights, the first 
ever in the village, were generously 
provided by local businesses and trad-
ers, and the overall organisation and 
innovation was in the capable hands 
of the imaginative  sports committee.

Looking particularly festive are the 
village’s main and shore street, and 
Morrison Square in the town centre. 
Even the floodlit Round Church, 
dominating the top of the main street, 
added to the light fantastic.
EMMA and Graeme Clark, opera-

tors of Glenegedale House, are cock-
a-hoop after receiving the prestigious 
Hospitality Hero accolade at the re-
cent Highlands and Islands Tourism 
award 2015.

Emma was delighted to receive this 
award, which reflects the hard work 
she and  Graeme do to provide qual-
ity cuisine and comfort  and promote 
the island’s top attractions.

Emma’s latest success sees her 
going forward to be considered for 

the  Scottish Thistle Award in March 
of next year. 

Glenegedale House is no stranger 
to this award as it was voted the 
most hospitable bed and breakfast 
establishment in the west of Scotland 
last year.

FORMER distillery worker George 
Jamieson, who recently retired after 
40 years as a dedicated employee at 
Bunnahabhain Distillery, has been 
honoured by the Provincial Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter of Argyll and 
the Isles.

John G Hackett, the past Grand 
Superintendent of the Argyll and 
the Isles  Chapter, has conferred on 
George the rank of Honorary Deputy 
Grand Superintendent in the same 
Chapter.

George’s promotion was granted 
with the approval of the parent body 
and recognises his sterling service to 
the Order.

PIPING maestro Fred Morrison  will 
set feet tapping when he appears 
in the Bruichladdich village hall on 
Friday December 11, as part of his 
2015 winter tour.

This promises to be a night of out-
standing piping and entertainment, 
for as well as being a world-class 

musician, he is also the most affable 
of entertainers.

The Glasgow-born musician has 
strong family links with South Uist, 
a bedrock of traditional piping, and 
this has greatly influenced Fred’s 
piping style.

A former member of Runrig, 
Capercaille and Clan Alba, he is 
the seven-times winner of the much 
sought after Macallan trophy, and 
regularly appears at concerts and 
festivals throughout the world.

Music critics have described his 
performances as ‘mesmerising and 
brilliant’ and ‘technically awesome’.

He is also a gifted composer and 
some of his compositions have fea-
tured in Celtic Connections and on 
the soundtrack of the film, Rob Roy.

The Bruichladdich gig begins at 
8pm, admission is £10, and the event 
is arranged by the Islay Arts Associ-
ation.

Hugh Smith’s letter from ISLAY

Hospitality award

Bowmore lights up 
for Christmas

Top Freemason

Fred is piping hot

Ella Edgar pictured with Santa at 
Bowmore’s lights switch-on

Hugh Smith, 4 Flora Street, Bowmore, 
Islay, PA43 7JX. Tel: 01496 810 658 

Piper Fred 
Morrison

THE WESTMINSTER Gov-
ernment has been asked to think 
again before chopping £1 million 
from Gaelic television funding.

Angus Brendan MacNeil, MP 
for Western Isles, has called on 
the secretary of state for Scotland 
to reverse the decision made in a 
recent budget announcement.

The funding cut to BBC Alba 
was announced in the small 
print of Chancellor George 
Osbourne’s autumn statement 
spending review.

This means BBC Alba will be 
reliant on the BBC itself and 
the Scottish Government for 
funding.

Mr MacNeil said: ‘The 
announcement that the UK 
Government is cutting all the 
funding it gives to Gaelic TV 
is staggering and it again high-
lights how out of touch West-
minster is and unconcerned 
about Scotland. 

‘At the same time as it has 
engaged in cultural vandalism in 
Scotland, the Tory Government 
is giving £150 million to muse-
ums in London. 

‘I am writing to the Secretary of 
State, David Mundell – this deci-
sion must be reversed, our oldest 
national and Celtic language 
must be supported.’

IMPROVEMENT works on Kerrera 
slipway are about to get under way.

The work will be carried out in two 
parts: extending the Kerrera and 
Gallanach (by Oban) slipways and con-
structing a new breakwater on Kerrera. 

Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd 
(CMAL) has appointed George Leslie 
Ltd as the contractor to deliver this 

£1.7 million investment by Transport 
Scotland.  

George Leslie’s Site agent, Grant 
McFall, said: ‘We are delighted to have 
been awarded the contract. 

‘We look forward to working with 
CMAL and making a positive contri-
bution to the communities of Kerrera 
and Gallanach throughout the delivery 

of this important project.’
Preparation on site started earlier this 

week ahead of the main programme of 
improvements.  

This will provide the necessary prepa-
rations for a passenger-only service, 
which will let George Leslie Ltd extend 
the slipways.  

During consultations with CMAL, 

the island community agreed that 
the passenger-only service will op-
erate from  January 18, 2016 until to 
February 26, 2016.

CMAL’s project manager Ruairidh 
Campbell said: ‘We are delighted to get 
off to an early start on this project and 
look forward to seeing this much need-
ed marine investment take shape.’ 

Call for 
U-turn over 
Gaelic TV 
funding

Kerrera slipway improvements begin early

AN ACCORDION player made a 500-
mile round trip in order to play at this 
month’s Oban Accordion and Fiddle 
Club.

Leonard Brown left his home in South 
Shields at 11.30am, together with his 
parents, who joined him on the journey.

Leonard, who entertained the audi-

ence with a combination of accordion 
music and stand-up jokes, is no stranger 
to travelling for a long period of time.

He said: ‘I’ve travelled all around 
Scotland to play and go wherever I get 
booked. Oban is both a friendly and 
lively place.’

Chairman of Oban Accordion and 

Fiddle Club Michael Garvin said: 
‘Tonight has been very different, but 
fantastic.

‘Leonard is a one-man band, who plays 
all types of music, and he’s very funny.’

The accordion and fiddle club meets 
on the first Thursday of every month in 
the Royal Hotel at 7.30pm.

SMILES: Leonard Brown is all smiles as he performs a song in front of a packed house. 17_t50accordion01

Accordion club guest is laugh a minute

MULL
lines

TOBERMORY High School had a busy Book Week Scotland.    
The school held a Drop Everything and Read, with secondary pupils treat-

ed to a flashmob of teachers and support staff reading together at break in 
the school canteen.  

Primary pupils dressed up as book characters and brought in favourite 
books to share.  

Meanwhile, pupils and parents had the chance to shop early for Christmas 
at the book fair held in the school library, and the whole school contributed 
to put The Writing on the Wall – an inspiring display of the many reasons it 
would like to #thankbooks.    

And to round the week off, the whole school helped to film James Bond’s 
latest adventure, Live and Let Read, wherein 007 is challenged by the 
Queen to find her something to read. The film can be viewed on Tobermory 
High School website.  

Organisers said: ‘Well done and thank you to everyone who made the 
week such a success – we really are a school that loves to read.’

School brought to book

Salen Ladies say thanks
ORGANISERS of a fundraiser on Mull are delighted with the support 
received from the public.

A spokeswoman for the Salen Ladies, who had organised a number of 
events in aid of the Macmillan Cancer Nurses, the latest of which was a 
coffee morning, said: ‘We would like to thank all who supported, donated 
or came to our events. 

‘Our first two events were a coffee morning with an evening bingo session, 
both held on September 25 in the Salen Hotel. For this we say thank you 
to Cameron Whyte and Claire and Gerry Ralston for the use of the hotel. 

‘The following Thursday, a soup and sandwich day was held in the church, 
with thanks to Maggie, Marie and Jude for all their hard work. 

‘We must also thank Sarah Campbell and her friends in Fort William, who 
donate so many of our prizes. We made a grand total of £2,700.’

Pupils wrote their reasons why books made a diff erence to their lives.

Teachers and support staff  got involved in Drop Everything and Read.

www.scottishfield.co.uk
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OBAN Sheriff Court 
heard of the ‘sorrow 
and regret’ of a 68-year-
old Dunbeg woman who 
caused a car crash in 
which another woman 
died of her injuries.

Gwyneth Neal, of 55 
Lorn Road, Dunbeg, 
also apologised in 
court, through her so-
licitor, to the family and 
friends of Catherine St 
Jean, of Connel, who 
was fatally injured in 
the crash on the A85 
near Dunbeg on May 30 
last year.

‘The word tragedy 
does not adequately 
describe the effect of 
this sad collection of 
events,’ said defence 
agent Edward Thorn-
ton.

Neal had previously 
pleaded guilty to caus-
ing death by driving 
without due care and 
attention or without 
reasonable considera-
tion by failing to secure 
a dog within her vehicle. 

Sheriff Ruth An-
derson QC heard the 
details of the case on 
Tuesday along with a 
social report on Neal.

Procurator fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said a witness 
who had been driving 
in front of Neal heard a 
loud bang.

‘Looking in his rear 
view mirror he said it 
looked like an explo-
sion, with debris being 
thrown across the road,’ 
said Mr McGinty.  

Both cars, a Ford Ka 
and Neal’s Fiat 500, 
ended up on their op-
posite sides of the road.

The witness went to 
help and so did several 
other motorists, includ-
ing an off-duty police 
officer.

‘The accused was 
standing there and was 

repeatedly saying the 
word ‘sorry’ and that 
the collision had been 
her fault,’ Mr McGinty 
added.

Neal had said the dog 
jumped onto the dash-
board of the car whilst 
she was driving; as she 
grabbed the dog her car 
drifted across the road.

‘It was usually teth-
ered  by a harness but 
she had loaned this to 
a friend. She thought 
that she had secured 
the dog’s lead and 
unfortunately there was 
a degree of movement,’ 
said Mr Thornton.

Catherine St Jean was 
taken by air ambulance 
helicopter to Glasgow 
but succumbed to her 
injures on June 3.

The procurator fiscal 
said that evidence at 
the crash scene agreed 
with Neal’s description 
of events.

‘The [social justice] 
report shows she has 
lived an exemplary, 
blameless life,’ said 
Mr Thornton, adding 
that Neal cared for 
her 48-year-old son, 
who has cerebral palsy, 
had a clean driving 
licence,  worked for 
charity and served as a 
community councillor. 
Testimonials were 
handed into the court 
on her behalf.

Sheriff Ruth Ander-
son said that in passing 
sentence she had to 
look at the quality of 
the driving.

She said it was ‘not 
the outcome but the 
quality of the driving’ 
and added that she was 
not considering a com-
munity payback order 
but a financial penalty.

She fined Neal £750 
and added six points to 
her licence. 

THREE visitors to Argyll 
ended  their trips with fines and 
penalty points on their licences.

Monday morning saw the 
three in Oban Sheriff Court; 
two motorcyclists and one car 
driver, who all pleaded guilty 
to separate charges on different 
dates. Two of them were caught 
driving over the speed limit 
on the Arrivain straight of the 
A85 between Dalmally and 
Crianlarich.

‘It’s been the downfall of many 
a person; it’s a popular place for 
the police to stop,’ said Sheriff 
Ruth Anderson QC.

Motorcyclist Michael 
McGlashan, 52, of 203 O’Hara 
Estate, Bonhill, Alexandria, 
pleaded guilty to riding at 100 
mph at Arrivain on April 23. 

He had been ‘flashed’ by the 
police during a static road 
check. He was fined £300 and 
six points were added to his 
driver’s licence

‘He was out on his bike and 
came across a long straight 
stretch,’ said his defence agent 
Richard Freeman.

Audi TT driver Thomas 
Wardlaw Mellon, 57, of 48 
Highlander Way, Tullibody, Al-
loa, pleaded guilty to travelling 
at speed, failing to keep a prop-
er lookout and then carrying 
out an overtake on double white 
lines at Arrivain on March 22. 

Procurator fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said Mellon’s speed 
was 89mph. Police followed, 
working their way along a 
queue of traffic for two-and-a-

half miles with blue lights and 
sirens on when they eventually 
stopped the car. By then Mellon 
had overtaken a slow moving 
VW van.

Again represented by Richard 
Freeman, Mellon said he had a 
good view ahead when carrying 
out the manoeuvre. 

He had been on his way home 
from  a business trip to Mull 
and was fined £400 with six 
points added to his licence.

Further west, near the Kilma-
ronaig Croft between Taynuilt 
and Connel on April 25 holi-
daying motorcyclist Faye Bat-
tersby of 15 Brackendale Drive, 
Walesby, Nottinghamshire, was 
stopped by police. 

When she appeared before the 
court on Monday she admitted 

driving carelessly, overtaking 
on an approach to a blind right-
hand bend, causing another 
vehicle to take evasive action.

The  43-year-old mother of 
two was part of a group of mo-
torcyclists heading west when 
they overtook a car; Battersby 
had been left behind by the 
group and was anxious not 
to lose them said her defence 
agent. However, the activity 
of the group had come to the 
attention of police who were 
following them and saw her 
manoeuvre.

Sheriff Anderson fined her 
£250 and imposed six penalty 
points, which meant that she 
was also disqualified from 
driving, under the totting up 
procedure, for six months.

A SUPERB night at 
the Traditional Music 
Awards in Dundee saw a 
packed Caird Hall enjoy 
all that is to be loved 
about the Scottish music 
scene, writes Louise Glen. 

Presented by Lo-
chaber’s Mary-Anne 
Kennedy and actor Tom 
Kearney, it was a night 
where stars took to the 
stage to shine.

The event was a who’s 
who of trad music and 
included many perform-
ers and composers from 
the West Coast. These 
will be featured in next 
week’s Oban Times. 

In the meantime, one 
of the biggest successes 
of the night was for the 
League of Highland 
Gentlemen. 

Gents they were, as 
they took the top spot 

for up-and-coming band 
of the year and congrat-
ulated everyone else on 
the shortlist.

The band’s ethos is to 
uphold the values of true 
Highland gentlemanli-
ness whilst continuing 
to experiment with ceòl-
dealain (lightning music) 
bedecked in tweed, re-
gardless of temperature.

WINNERS: Collecting 
the award is Ross Wilson 

from Mull, Seonaidh 
MacIntyre from South 

Uist and Alec Dalgliesh 
from Livingston. 

Missing from the line up 
was Ewen Henderson 

from Tiree who was 
unable to attend the 

awards ceremony due 
to other commitments. 

A league of their own – Gentlemen named up-and-coming band of year

Oban Times gets behind ace idea 
to raise cash for tennis courts
THE TENNIS courts at Atlantis 
Leisure, which have been described 
as ‘at the end of their life’, are at the 
centre of a new community fund-
raising campaign.

Over the last three years, Oban 
Tennis and Squash Club and Atlan-
tis have been working hard to try to 
secure funding from a variety of 
sources, including the Lawn Tennis 
Association (LTA) and sportscot-
land, for new courts. 

Local fundraising and national 
fundraising have been successful, 
however, there is only  a month 
left to raise £40,000  before access 
to LTA and sportscotland cash is 
taken off the table, so the organisa-
tions are turning to the community 
for help.

To get the ball rolling, The Oban 
Times has teamed up with Atlantis 
and the club to launch the ‘Buy a 
Ball’ campaign.

The aim of the campaign is to 

encourage businesses and Obanites 
to donate a minimum of £5 to the 
cause and everyone who donates 
will have a tennis ball with their 
name on it attached to the fence 
surrounding the courts at Atlantis 

Leisure, which will ‘serve’ as a 
visual reminder of the ongoing 
campaign and its final success.

Lynda Oxland, chairwoman of 
the Tennis and Squash Club, said: 
‘Even though we’ve had a partner-

ship with Atlantis for more than 20 
years, we’re an independent club 
and the courts are at the end of 
their life.

‘We have a diary of fundraising 
events coming up and have a do-
nation bucket at the till at Atlantis, 
with all money going to the project.’

The success of the campaign will 
create three artificial grass courts, 
and provide new fencing and flood-
lights. The new facilities will also 
ensure The West Highland Tennis 
Championship in Oban, which is 
currently in jeopardy because of 
the state of the courts, will contin-
ue. The tournament has been held 
in the town for more than 40 years 
and has attracted many famous 
figures, including Judy Murray. 

Colin Fleming, who is currently 
58 in the world doubles, has won 
the Oban tournament twice – in 
2005 and 2008 – and went on to 
represent GB in the Davis Cup, 
sent his support for the campaign, 
saying: ‘Best wishes to all involved 
in the effort to renew the courts in 

Oban. I have played the tournament 
many times and it is a highlight of 
the Scottish tennis calendar. Re-
newing the courts would take the 
tournament to the next level and 
help attract an even stronger field 
than usual.’

The project will also incorporate 
a multi-purpose area for coaching 
and training for a variety of sports, 
suitable for young and ‘not so 
young’ alike.

Neil Matheson, chairman of 
Atlantis Leisure, said: ‘I think the 
[Buy a Ball] idea is great and very 
inventive. It’s good to see everyone 
getting involved. We are deter-
mined to raise the funds.’

Billy Thompson of Intersport is 
behind the campaign. He said: ‘We 
need to do something. I’m on the 
fundraising committee and will 
be putting something on the shop 
window to give the project some 
attention.’

Readers can donate to the project 
by clicking on Mydonate at www.
atlantisleisure.co.uk

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Chairwoman of the tennis club, Lynda Oxland, back left, with Atlantis 
Leisure manager Nick Wesley, back far right, parents and children who 

were involved in the tennis academy over the summer.

HIGH SPEED FIBRE 
BROADBAND IN THE 
HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS
Homes and businesses in more 
than 90 towns and villages across 
the Highlands and Islands can 

broadband. More places are 
rolling out into 2016.

 

Find out if you can order on the  
Digital Scotland online checker at  
www.hie.co.uk/whereandwhen

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

Good clear vision is something 
we all take for granted. We are 
born with it and expect to have 
excellent comfortable vision 
throughout our lives. Last week I 
examined a patient who brought 
home to me just how fragile and 
precious our vision really is. I 
have being examining this patient 
for many years and have seen 
her twice in the last year following 
a recent diagnosis of diabetes. 
On each previous occasion 
everything was normal. Last 
week my patient said everything 
was normal but examination 
revealed a different story. Her 

in one eye and both eyes had 
pronounced diabetic eye disease. 
Luckily my patient had returned 
for a follow up examination 
because of her recent diagnosis 
of diabetes. Now her eye disease 
has been detected treatment to 
preserve her sight can be rapidly 
started. 

Many diabetics I see seem to 

they really don’t need regular 
eye examinations. Diabetic eye 
disease is typical of many sight 
threatening diseases. It can seek 
up on you without any outward 
indications of a problem. If it 
attacks your peripheral vision you 
can be oblivious to the damage 
being caused until irreversible 
sight loss has occurred. When 
your central vision is affected 
you are more likely to be aware 
of blurry vision, though not 
always as my patient last week 
demonstrated.

Even if you have perfect health 
and feel your eyesight is 20/20 
you should still have regular eye 
examinations. If you have elderly 
relatives or a young family they 
too should have regular eye 
examinations. In Scotland we are 
fortunate to have NHS funded 
eye examinations for all citizens. 
This Christmas give yourself or 
a family member a special and 
precious gift … clear comfortable 
healthy vision. You can never 
replace your eyesight!

Vision Is Precious

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk
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Holly tea and sale success
BUSINESS was brisk at Rock-
field Primary School’s holly tea 
and sale at the school in Oban 
on Saturday.

The parent association joined 
the pupils and staff to help 
make the day a great success

The children made crafts for 

sale and helped to run stalls.
The pupils from P2, 3 and 4 

classes in the Gaelic medium 
unit made decorated slates to 
sell, and after making lots of 
table decorations, the children 
from P4 helped to run the stall 
selling their crafts. 

THE ROTARY Club of Oban’s Young Speakers competition 
for primary pupils is going from strength to strength. 

So much so that this year, thanks to Rotary’s youth services 
convener Douglas Small, it was decided to encourage high 
school pupils to take part in Rotary International’s Youth 
Speaks competition. Youth Speaks is a team event covering the 
wider aspect of public speaking. 

The Rotary Club of Oban held its Youth Speaks Competition 
at the town’s Royal Hotel on Thursday November 26, which 
was supported by Oban Speakers Club members, who acted as 
adjudicators and time keepers. 

Two teams competed at intermediate level (11 to 13 years old) 
and one team in the senior category (14 to 17 years old). 

Following on from the competition Oban Rotary will forward 
teams to compete at regional level in January and February, 
2016.

Rotary’s young speakers

Sea Farms festive cheque

Inner Wheel donation

JOHN Macleod from Scottish Sea Farms presented a cheque for 
£500 to Morvern MacAulay, church secretary at the Salvation 
Army in Stevenson Street, Oban, to help buy toys and gifts for 
children in the community who may otherwise go without. The 
Salvation Army says it is also very grateful to Oban and District 
Classic Vehicle Club which recently donated £400, and to the 
numerous individuals who have been so generous with their 
support during the year.

THE INNER Wheel Club of Oban presented a cheque for £240 
to Mary’s Meals via president Ursula Parry, treasurer Betty 
Moncrieff and international convener Sandra Owen to assist the 
important work of the Dalmally-based charity. 

An added bonus is that the Scottish Government has agreed to 
match the donation. 

Council leader Walsh welcomes 
response to budget consultation

NEARLY 700 people have re-
sponded online to the council’s 
Planning The Future consul-
tation since it launched a few 
weeks ago. 

Leader of Argyll and Bute 
Council Councillor Dick Walsh 
welcomed the response: ‘This 
is already a much higher level 
of response than we’ve had to 
previous consultations. 

‘Drastically reduced funding 
means the council will have to 
make very difficult decisions 
about what we do and how we do 
it in future. We want to work with 
our communities in reaching the 
right decision, so hearing the 
views already of so many people 
is extremely welcome.’ 

He added: ‘Through this con-
sultation we are opening up a 

wide range of the council’s work 
for input from our communities. 
We are asking them to tell us 
about what matters to them.  

‘Options presented show the 
challenge that councils face – 
the drastic reduction in funding 
expected means we have no 
choice but to consider reducing 
or withdrawing services, as well 
as changing how we work.

 ‘We have looked at different 

ways in which we can make 
changes to balance our budget 
– from innovation or raising 
income, to reducing or even 
stopping some of the work we 
do.

‘We are receiving a range 
of ideas from members of the 
public on different ways to make 
the savings we need to make and 
transform our work, which is 
very welcome.’

Reducing print and postage 
costs, reducing travel costs 
through use of pool cars or 
online rather than face to face 
meetings, hiring out skills or 
facilities to the private sector 
– these are some examples of 
initial ideas being considered.

Feedback on actions taken 
will be highlighted when find-
ings from the consultation are 
reported in January 2016, in 
advance of the budget-setting 

meeting scheduled for February.
Over the next five years the 

council’s funding is expected to 
be reduced significantly, with 
estimates showing a funding 
gap of between £21.7million and 
£26 million, meaning a savings 
target of around £9 million in 
both 2016/17 and 2017/18, with 
further savings in future years.

Councillor Walsh said: ‘We 
would like to do all that our 
communities want their council 
to do for them, but drastically 
reduced funding means that 
this just is not possible. We will 
continue to be a major employer. 
We will continue to provide a 
wide range of services.

‘I would like to thank everyone 
who has taken time to respond, 
and would encourage anyone 
who has not yet replied, to please 
give us your views.’

The online consultation and 

an update for those who have re-
quested additional information 
on savings options, is available 
on the council’s website at www.
argyll-bute.gov.uk/planningour-
future. 

Printed copies of the consulta-
tion are available in libraries and 
council offices.

The council will also be hold-
ing a webchat on Wednesday 
December 16 at 6pm for anyone 
with additional questions. The 
webchat will be available on 
www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Further 
details on how to participate 
will be available on the website 
nearer the time.

If anyone would like to be 
part of it, but cannot join the 
conversation on December 16, 
they are welcome to submit a 
question to planningourfuture@
argyll-bute.gov.uk, or by calling 
01546 604171.  

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Council leader Dick Walsh.

A DALMALLY man must be 
of good behaviour following an 
incident involving his partner.

George Dow, aged 45,  of 5 
Orchy Cottages, Dalmally, ad-
mitted threatening and abusive 
behaviour at their home on 
Saturday December 5, when he 
repeatedly banged on the front 
and back doors demanding 
entry.

Oban Sheriff Court heard 
that during the course of the 

day there had been an incident 
at their home; Dow had been 
advised by police not to return 
and made arrangements to stay 
elsewhere, but he returned later 
and the offence occurred.

Sheriff Ruth Anderson QC 
also heard that the couple were 
reconciled the next day and were 
back together.

The sheriff deferred sentence 
until March 1 for Dow to show 
he can be of good behaviour.

Dalmally man admitted 
abusive behaviour

LITTLE Amber Macmillan, 10, 
has had her long blonde locks cut 
by more than nine inches, so she 
can donate to the real-hair wig 
charity for children, the Little 
Princess Trust. 

Dad Diarmid Macmillan said: 
‘We must thank Claire McCuish 
and staff at Spruce salon – they 
have been fantastic with their 
support and advice for Amber to 
achieve her goal. 

‘Claire has been great with 
Amber and gave her a lovely bob 
so she can grow it and do the 
same thing all over again. 

‘Amber has a My Donate page 
and to date she has raised more 
than £400. Her goal was to reach 

£350, which covers the cost of 
one wig to be made. 

‘Her page will be open until 
January 2 if anyone would like 
to donate to this special charity. 

‘Amber has done all of this 
off her own back and when she 
explained what her plans were, 
myself and my wife Tina were 
choking back the tears. 

‘As parents, we couldn’t be 
more proud and we can’t believe 
how thoughtful and caring a lit-
tle girl who loves her hair could 
be.’

To donate visit Amber’s My 
Donate page at mydonate.
bt.com/fundraisers/amberscut#.
VluBWXka7os.facebook

Little princess donates 
shorn locks to charity

THERE was a wonderful 
Christmas spirit when the 
Friends of St Conan’s Kirk 
held their first ever Christ-
mas tree festival and filled 
the church at Lochawe village 
with more then 30 trees.

Community groups, 
schools, businesses and 
organisations were invited to 
join in the Christmas festival 
and decorate trees. 

Those taking part included 
Mary’s Meals and SAMS ma-
rine laboratory, A MacIntyre 
and Sons the Builders, as well 

as Inverawe Cafe and Shop 
and The Oban Times.

Everyone who visited the 
festival, which ran over the 
weekend of December 4-6, 
could then vote for their 
favourite tree.

The friends of the kirk 
volunteers also served hot 
drinks and homebaking at 
the event.

The kirk will host a family 
event on Tuesday December 
15 – ‘Away in a manger,’ a 
traditional Nativity play – at 
6pm.

Tree-mendous!

Kathleen Hannigan with The Oban Times’ Christmas tree.   

Santa comes 
to Oban with 
help of Lions
FATHER Christmas might use 
reindeer to pull his sleigh but he 
also gets a lot of help from Lions 
as well.

Every year the Lions Club of 
Oban plays host to Father Christ-
mas and, in keeping with the or-
ganisation’s ethos of community 
and humanitarian service, the 
boys and girls visit Santa free of 
charge.

Santa was with the Lions at The 
Royal Hotel on Saturday and 
will be there again this Saturday 
(December 12). The Lions Club 
thanks the Royal Hotel for its 
generosity each year and also to 
businesses such as Oban Express, 
J M Beckenridge and Tesco for 
their continued and much-valued 
support.

Next year will be an important 
one for Lions International; 
the organisation celebrates its 
centenary and the Oban Club 
celebrates 30 years of service. 

Lions Clubs began in the USA 
and international branches first 
opened in Europe in the 1950s 
and 60s.

As well as bringing Father 
Christmas to town, the Lions 
also organise Oban Charities 
Day in June each year.

Anne-Marie Wallace helped 
to run the sales table at the 

Royal Hotel for the Lions Club. 
15_T50lions03

Rockfi eld Primary School head teacher Caroline Fothergill with 
many of the pupils who helped make Saturday’s fundraiser at 

the school such a success.15_T50rock06

Ten-year-old Amber Macmillan before her haircut and after, and 
with the cut hair, which she is donating to the Little Princess Trust.

OBAN’S Kebabish Curry House has been awarded with a 
healthyliving award for a second time.

The restaurant first received the accolade in 2013 and again 
in October of this year after a healthyliving award assessors 
assessed the establishment and deemed them to meet the 
healthyliving standards.

Shaukat Anwar Chaudhry, Kebabish managing director, 
said: ‘It’s a great achievement. It’s a great feeling when you 
win something like this and proud to be serving my local 
community.

‘After winning, I was invited by healthyliving to give a sem-
inar at the Restaurant and Takeaway Business (RTB) Live 
event in Glasgow last month.

‘The award is supported by the Scottish Government and 
NHS Health Scotland and I am proud to be part of the team 
supporting a healthier Scotland to encourage people to eat 
better feel better.’

In order to receive a healthyliving award a restaurant’s menu 
must meet the criteria, which includes using healthier ingredi-
ents and preparation methods, reducing the fat, salt and sugar.

 Anne Lee, healthyliving award Manager said: ‘It is very 
encouraging to see a take-away businesses such as Kebabish 
continue to hold the healthyliving award.

‘This achievement illustrates a clear commitment from Mr 
Chaudhry to make healthier catering the norm in his business.

 ‘This accomplishment can only be of benefit to the local 
community and I encourage Mr Chaudhry and his team to 
keep up the good work.’ Hashmat Ali Chaudhry, Danyal Ali Chaudhry and Shaukat Anwar Chaudhry, holding the award. 15_t49kebabish01.

Curry house gains healthy award 
ADVERTORIAL
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POLICE FILES
with Sergeant Alan Moore

Council’s empty 
homes services 
scoops award

ACHA cash 
boost helps 
Argyll groups

ARGYLL and Bute Council’s 
Empty Homes Service has 
scooped a top award at this 
year’s prestigious Howdens 
Scottish Empty Homes Con-
ference in Edinburgh for the 
second year in a row.

The team won the category 
of Best Before and After 
Photo for images of an empty 
property brought back into 
use and were presented with 
the award by ‘Amazing Spaces’ 
TV star George Clark. 

This award follows on from 
last year’s success when the 
service won two categories at 
the event.

The winning photographs 
featured internal before and 
after photos of an empty 
property that had fallen into 
serious disrepair but had been 
transformed into a lovely fam-
ily home.

CHARITY groups are being 
encouraged to apply for cash 
for their community projects.

Argyll Community Housing 
Association (ACHA) has, over 
the past year, given financial 
assistance to 17 regional 
organisations through its Com-
munity Action Fund, which 
was set up to give up to £500 
to organisations registered 
with the Office of the Scottish 
Charity Regulator (OSCR) 
and which show a connection 
to the aims and objectives of 
the association. 

Applications are considered 
by ACHA’s four local area 
committees. 

Groups who have benefited 
from an award include Oban 
Youth Café, Oban Winter Fes-
tival, Curam Thiriodh, Soroba 
Young Family Group Nursery, 
Glenorchy and Innishail 
Community Orchard and Ross 
of Mull and Iona Community 
Transport.

Lorraine-Anne Drysdale, 
chairwoman of Oban, Lorn 
and the isles area committee 
said: ‘It has been a pleasure to 
help local groups with funding 
for projects that benefit our 
communities.’

To apply, call Lorna Kerr at 
ACHA on 01546 605922.

Hasty election sees new board 
members for troubled Comar
‘A RUSHED process’ saw four 
Mull board members elected to 
the biggest arts organisation on 
the West Coast on Monday.

Directors of Comar, an um-
brella organisation for music 
venue An Tobar and Mull Thea-
tre, said they needed to ‘urgently 
approve new board members or 
risk missing deadlines’ with its 
major funder, Creative Scotland.

The group elected Mull 
residents Dawn Reade, Will 
Thorne, Vicki Bond and Jan 
Such Pickard, who all have arts 
experience, to serve on the vol-
untary board of the organisation. 
Seven people had put themselves 
forward for election.

A transitional board set up to 
steer the company over the last 

three months stepped down, as 
had been agreed earlier in the 
year.

The election followed the 
announcement last week that 
the chief executive Caroline 
Winn and the creative director 
of exhibitions Sion Parkinson 
had resigned to move back to the 
mainland.

 Comar has had a turbulent few 
months. At a meeting in Septem-
ber, the local community raised 
a vote of ‘no confidence’ in the 
board and the chief executive of 
the company, which led to the 
transitional board being formed.

For the past four months both 
the original board and the tran-
sitional board have tried to find 
a way forward for the company, 
which is facing ‘financial diffi-
culties’. 

In a full and frank apology, 
acting chairman of Comar 
Roger Lewis said: ‘What we are 
trying to do is mend what has 
been broken and put it right for 
the future.’

Comar’s musical director Gor-
don Maclean told the meeting: ‘I 
think it is very sad that the old 
regime dragged this out.

‘If the transitional board had 

been given the budget informa-
tion when it needed it, it would 
be in a different position now.

‘All credit to the board for 
sticking in there and getting this 
process to this stage. We need to 
have a board in place that will 
support staff.

‘People don’t have to be on 
the board to take part in the 
company. There is a lot to do 
and we need to get on with this 
together.’ 

Acting chief executive Alas-
dair McCrone also spoke at the 
meeting, voicing his frustrations 
with the former committee over 
the last few months, adding: 
‘Transitional board members 
have been given the details of 
the financial picture and there is 
a lot of work to be done.’

In answer to a question on 
funding, Mr McCrone contin-

ued: ‘The outputs [objectives 
required by Creative Scotland] 
are running to schedule.

‘We have to quickly convince 
Creative Scotland of all the oth-
er stuff, such as having a board 
in place and what we propose to 
do as a business.

‘[with staff] We have a lot of 
bridges to build to heal this sit-
uation. There are a lot of people 
who have been hurt.’

Asking why the process had to 
happen so quickly, Andi Stevens, 
a theatre producer who lives on 
the island, said: ‘In the process 
of setting up a strong board, 
surely we as the members of Co-
mar should know the people that 
we are voting onto the board.’ 

Transitional board members 
said deadlines from external 
organisations were forcing 
them into making what 

might be a ‘rushed decision’.
Standing down was former 
teacher Alan Jack from Salen. 

He told the meeting: ‘I am not 
standing down because of lack 
of support, I am standing down 
because of the lack of trust given 
to the transitional board by the 
community. 

‘It is difficult for anyone to 
work without that trust. Anyone 
who is elected tonight should be 
trusted that they are making the 
best decisions with the informa-
tion available to them.’

Roger Lewis concluded the 
two-hour meeting by saying: 
‘We are where we are. We need 
to have a board. Can you image 
if we had to phone Creative 
Scotland to tell them we had not 
managed to appoint a board? 

‘I doubt if they would want to 
fund us then.’

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

POLICE Scotland has expressed disappointment at the behaviour of drivers 
on Scotland’s roads in the last week, when more than 2,000 offences were 
detected during the national BRAKE Road Safety Week campaign.

The majority of the offences were for speeding, with road policing unit 
officers detecting 941 offences and the mobile safety camera units around 
the country recording another 709 offenders.

Careless driving was detected in 197 cases and there were 17 instances 
of dangerous driving, while 145 motorists were detected for mobile phone 
offences and 121 for breaching the law over seatbelt legislation.

Superintendent Fraser Candlish, head of road policing for Police Scotland, 
said: ‘BRAKE runs a national road safety week campaign every year and 
Police Scotland fully supported it, advising drivers last week that we would 
be looking out for those putting themselves and other road users at risk by 
failing to adhere to the Road Traffic Act.

‘I am disappointed that so many drivers chose to ignore these warnings and 
were prepared to risk themselves and other road users, with the result that 
hundreds of drivers now face a range of sanctions from receiving corrective 
advice, to the issue of fixed penalties or being reported to the procurator 
fiscal.’

Police Scotland put the brakes 
on motorists’ bad driving

New chief constable appointed

TWENTY years of the Lorn and Islands Hospital was 
celebrated at a special dinner dance held last weekend 
in Oban.

Almost 200 health and social care mark the occa-
sion at The Argyllshire Gathering Halls hospital staff 
were joined by colleagues from GP practices.

Party-goers had a special Christmas rendition of 
Gangnam Style by Santa and his Elves, which delight-
ed the audience and kick-started the dancing as Trail 
West provided musical inspiration to a crowded dance 
floor.

Event organiser, Stuart MacDonald, advanced 
nurse practitioner, said: ‘It’s wonderful to see so many 
colleagues from across all sectors coming together to 
celebrate how much we have all achieved over the last 
two decades.

‘The hospital was opened in 1995, bringing all the 
services under one roof. Since then it has evolved, 
often ahead of the times, as the way healthcare is 
delivered has moved forward. 

‘The range of services it now provides to the popu-
lation of Argyll and Bute has expanded significantly, 
reducing the need for many people to undertake long 
return journeys to Glasgow for treatments such as 
chemotherapy.  

‘Crucially, it also provides emergency anaesthetics, 
surgery and medical care, treating patients on-site 
or stabilising those critically ill patients who require 
emergency transfer to larger city hospitals.’

On the night £1,000 being raised for the Macmillan 
Day Bed Unit through raffle ticket sales and dona-
tions.

COLLEAGUES of Councillor 
Duncan MacIntyre were due to 
make a tribute to the long-standing 
councillor’s work yesterday (Wednes-
day) as the veteran local politician 
announced his retirement.

Councillor MacIntyre, who has 
served Argyll and Bute in many sen-
ior positions and on various national 
bodies since being elected on May 
6, 1999, is standing down due to ill 
health. He is one of the longest-stand-

ing councillors in Argyll and Bute, 
serving the communities of Oban and 
surrounding area, latterly serving in 
the Oban North and Lorn ward.

Various colleagues from the local 
authority and beyond have wished 
Councillor MacIntyre, who lives in 
Kilmore, and his family all the very 
best and thanked him for his tireless 
and long-standing work, saying it was 
the end of an era and that he would be 
greatly missed.

A party celebrating 20 years of Lorn and Islands 
hospital was held in Oban at the weekend. 

t50hospital1no

Hospital celebrates 
20th anniversary

Ferry route to stay

Colleagues pay tribute as 
Councillor MacIntyre retires

Princess Royal visits Northern Lighthouse
NORTHERN Lighthouse Board (NLB) 
welcomed its patron, Her Royal High-
ness The Princess Royal to itsoperation-
al base in Oban last week. 

The Princess spent time on board NLV 
Pharos, meeting the crew and senior 
management team, followed by a tour 
of NLV Pole Star and the operational 

Bbase. HRH Princess Royal is pictured, 
above, chatting with maintenance staff, 
during her tour of the Oban operational 
base, last Thursday (December 3). 

PHIL GORMLEY has been appointed by the Scottish Police Authority 
(SPA) as the next chief constable of Police Scotland.

Mr Gormley will take up the post on January 5, 2016.
With more than 30 years’ experience in UK policing and law enforcement, 

Mr Gormley has, since 2013, held the position of deputy director general of 
the UK’s National Crime Agency.

The appointment was made on the recommendation of the SPA and was 
approved by Scottish ministers.

A FERRY service between Campbeltown and the 
Ayrshire coast has been made permanent after a 
three-year trial proved successful, it was announced 
this morning.

Transport minister Derek Mackay said: ‘This will 
be a real boost for the local economy, enhancing 
transport links to Campbeltown and the Kintyre 
peninsula, as well as supporting the tourist trade.’ 

The Ardrossan to Campbeltown route will now be a 
permanent fixture on the CalMac summer timetable. 

Alasdair McCrone.

Benderloch, By Oban PA37 1QW www.mckenziecare.com

Lynn of Lorne Care Home provides a superior standard of accommodation 
and promotes small group living to our residents. Although equipped with 
every modern comfort, Lynn of Lorne retains an air of unhurried tranquillity, 
a welcoming atmosphere and a sense of family that ensure residents feel 
relaxed and at home. 
Our highly experienced team offer a level of care that’s second-to-none 
and have an intuitive understanding of hospitality and service ensuring our 
residents always receive high quality care tailored to their needs.

To find out more about our home or arrange a tour to see  
what life is like at Lynn of Lorne, call Louise Glasgow on  
01631 720 278 or email louise@mckenziecare.com

Care is at the heart  
of everything we do...

Shop Gordons this Christmas

exceptional savings, every day. 
www.gordonsdirect.comft

16 George Street, Oban

£19.99*

save £18.01
CK Euphoria Woman 

30ml EDP
RRP £38.00

£17.00*

save £32.00
Couture Couture,

Juicy Couture 
50ml EDP

RRP £49.00

2 for £6
you save £7.00
Lynx Duo Sets
RRP £6.50 each

£4.49
you save £2.00
Old Spice Original 
body set 
RRP £6.49

£9.95
half price

Slim Sonic  
toothbrushes
RRP £19.95

£7.99
save £7.01
Technic Cosmetic  
case medium
RRP £15.00

£39.99
save £15.01
Babyliss i-stubble 
trimmer
RRP £55.00

£6.99
you save £3.00
Gillette Flexball Set

RRP £9.99

*Offer Available 7th-13th Dec While stocks last
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Nicci’s Mr Right turns out to be Mr Wrong
A WOMAN who visited 
Oban this summer in search 
of a ‘Highland hunk’ is back 
on the hunt after falling 
in love and appearing on 
national television.

Nicci Taylor, 49, from 
the Wirral, who fell in love 
with a Scottish laird and 
appeared on the television 
programme, ‘This Morn-
ing’, has since split from her 
‘hunk’ and is preparing to 
get back out there and find 
‘Mr Right’.

Nicci came to Oban with 
her dog, Milo, in a £4,000 
camper van that she pur-
chased after selling all of her 
belongings.

She left after failing to find 
her ‘Mr Obanite’ and headed 
up towards Caithness after 
receiving an invitation from 
a Scottish laird called James, 
who she referred to as ‘Mr P’.

Nicci said: ‘I went and visit-
ed him and ended up staying 
with him and he fell for me.

‘He didn’t want me to leave, 
but he respected that I was 
going on this journey. He 
gave me a lovely St Christo-
pher necklace and said that 
he would love for me to come 
back. Two weeks later I did. I 
missed him like mad.’

After spending the summer 
on James’s estate, which is 
near John O’Groats, the cou-
ple were invited to appear 
on television due to some 

CAMPERVAN: Nicci and Milo when they visited Oban in July. 15_t49Nicci01

TIMESLINE

Dog microchips 
to become law

Festive boost for 
married couples

Land trust cash 
for MICT plan

Social enterprise 
workshop

PLANS to make microchipping 
dogs compulsory in Scotland 
have taken a major step 
forward, as legislation is laid 
before the Scottish Parliament.

The law change – which re-
ceived overwhelming support 
in a public consultation last 
year – is due to come into eff ect 
in Scotland in April 2016, the 
same time as in England and 
Wales.

Under the new rules, all dogs 
will need to be microchipped 
and their owners’ details 
registered and kept up to date 
in a database complying with 
certain conditions.

SOCIAL Investment Scotland 
(SIS) has launched a campaign 
to open up a world of social 
investment in the west of 
Scotland.

Scotland’s professional 
services could hold the key to 
growing the country’s social 
enterprise sector, according to 
investment experts SIS.

SIS’s core aim is to expand the 
social enterprise market and the 
campaign is aimed at up-skill-
ing professional services.

The organisation is holding 
a series of free breakfast 
workshops across Scotland 
and is coming to Oban today 
(December 10) to The Rockfi eld 
Centre at 12.30pm.

WITH 300,000 people eligible 
to receive Marriage Allowance 
in Scotland, married couples 
are being reminded to apply 
for a Christmas bonus from HM 
Revenue and Customs (HMRC).

The allowance means a 
spouse or civil partner who 
doesn’t pay tax – either be-
cause they’re not earning or are 
earning below £10,600 – can 
transfer up to £1,060 of their 
personal tax-free allowance 
to a spouse or civil partner, as 
long as the recipient doesn’t 
pay more than the basic rate of 
tax. 

Apply online at gov.uk/mar-
riage-allowance

MULL and Iona Community 
Trust (MICT) has been awarded 
£18,630 from the Scottish Land 
Trust to bring forestry land 
back into use.

The group will purchase part 
of a plantation at Ardmore 
near Tobermory on the Isle of 
Mull under the National Forest 
Land Scheme. The land will be 
used to provide new storage 
facilities for local businesses. 

publicity in various newspapers.
The show flew the couple 

down to its studio, without 
Milo, and put them up in a 
five- star hotel.

But since then, Nicci has split 
from James and is planning on 
spending the winter working 
in order to save money and get 
back on the road.

She said: ‘I’m hibernating for 
the winter because it’s too cold 
to be in the van. I’ll start again 
early spring. I’d like to go to 
either Italy or Ireland.

‘Hopefully I can start making 
some plans after Christmas 
and get that map out again 
and go out there and find Mr 
Right.’

AN ARTIST from Lochgoilhead has 
won The Rockfield Centre’s Windows 
on the World art competition.

Catherine Gray submitted three inno-
vative design ideas for window murals 
to enhance the six tall window sections 
at the front of the former Oban school. 

While the building is being renovat-
ed, Oban Communities Trust (OCT) 
is pushing forward with improving the 
look of the outside of the building and 
grounds. 

Windows on the World is intended to 
illustrate the purpose of The Rockfield 
Centre and Catherine’s murals are now 
installed in panels over the boarded up 
windows. 

Artists Val Hamilton and Val Leckie 
co-ordinated the project. 

They said: ‘Catherine’s colourful and 
inspirational ideas will really brighten 
up the front of the building and outline 

what the future of the centre is all 
about.  The competition emphasis was 
to incorporate the centre themes of 
history and heritage, arts and culture, 
enterprise and education and commu-
nity and wellbeing. These themes are 
colour co-ordinated.’

Catherine’s window ideas are zentan-
gle inspired, so are bold images which 
can be viewed from a distance, whilst 
up close they show a variety of different 
designs and patterns.

Eleanor MacKinnon, OCT project 
facilitator, said: ‘Windows on the 
World is part of our stalled space site 
development and has given a great 
opportunity for  creative involvement  
from the community artists to have 
work  incorporated into our renova-
tions. Catherine’s ideas bring life back 
to the front of the building for everyone 
to enjoy.’

Catherine Gray, winner of the Windows 
of the World competition.

OBAN’S Highlands and Islands Music 
and Dance Festival went to the Scottish 
Parliament last Thursday evening for a 
showcase of music and dance.

The event was sponsored by Mike 
Mackenzie MSP and opened by Cabinet 
Secretary for Culture Fiona Hyslop.

The Ffestival – launched in 1984 – has 
developed into one of Scotland’s major 
cultural events and takes place annually, 
attracting more than 1,100 participants. 
Surveys show the economic benefit to 
Oban is in the region of £3 million. 

The event was attended by MSPs 
from across the political spectrum and 
included performances from past and 
present members of the Oban High 
School Traditional Music Group; Anna 
Garvin, Hannah Gillies, Merle Habron 
and Ally MacLean. 

Dancers from the Young School of 
Dance from Edinburgh and friends 

from Linlithgow and Tranent, and 
the Fiona MacNeil Dance School also 
performed. 

Highlands and Islands MSP Mike 
Mackenzie said: ‘I was delighted to 
sponsor this special event. 

‘I first became aware of the festival 
when I was invited to attend in my 
capacity as a regional MSP after my 
election. I was blown away. Since then I 
have been eager to showcase the festival 
in parliament to allow other MSPs to 
see for themselves what the festival has 
to offer.’

Event organiser Riona MacCormick 
added: ‘The Highlands and Islands 
Music and Dance Festival is grateful 
to Mr MacKenzie for sponsoring our 
showcase at the Scottish Parliament. It 
has enabled us to promote, on a national 
level, the talented youngsters who com-
pete in our festival.’

WORKERS due to start on 
an improvement project for 
Oban’s George Street will be 
working from January 4 until 
July, but only Monday until 
Thursday.

The four-day-a-week job will 
see workers released a day 
early in order to allow them 
to travel back to their homes 
in the Central Belt, Oban 
Community Council was told 
on Monday evening.

CHORD project manager 
Andrew Collins told coun-
cillors that plans had been 
stalled due to a delay in 
getting materials to the town, 
as well as waiting to start after 
Christmas.

In the original proposal, 
the works should have started 
three years ago but were post-
poned for various reasons, in-
cluding council staff changes.

INVERARAY Burns Club 
hosted its annual St Andrews 
Dinner in the Inveraray Inn 
recently. 

The audience was captivated 
by the respective talents of 
Dunoon Grammar School 
Pipe Band Pipe Major Craig 
Wilson, and Alastair Mc-
Donald and Len Murray, who 
presented an enthralling and 
dramatic telling, in words and 
song, of the history of the Jac-
obites in the White Cockade. 

The White Cockade covers 
the most romantic period in 
the history of Scotland, from 
the battle of Killiecrankie in 
1689 to the slaughter of Cullo-
den in 1746 and the escape of 
Bonnie Prince Charlie to the 
Western Isles.

It tells the story of the 
Massacre of Glencoe, one of 
the darkest days in the history 
of the Scottish nation, and of 
the treacherous killing of the 
Macdonalds.

CREATIVE businesses in 
Argyll and Bute have less than 
two weeks to submit their col-
laborative ideas to be in with a 
chance of winning a share in a  
£50,000 prize. 

Launched by Scottish En-
terprise (SE) and delivered 
by Co-operative Development 
Scotland (CDS), the Collabo-
ration Prize aims to encour-
age companies to consider 
establishing a consortium to 
help improve trade and deliver 
sustained growth. 

Businesses from the creative 
industries are being invited 
to submit entries for a chance 
to win £5,000 cash and up to 
£5,000 consultancy support 
to set their idea in motion and 
CDS support to form their 
consortium. 

Up to five winners will be 
selected to take a share of the 
prize fund. 

Entries to the competition 
must be submitted by midnight 
on December 17. To enter, go 
to www.scottish-enterprise.
com/collaborationprize.  

Support with preparing 
submissions is available from 
CDS. For more information 
email info@cdscotland.co.uk. 

Winners will be announced 
in early 2016.

MARINE experts at the Scottish 
Sea Life Sanctuary near Oban are 
battling to save the life of a Log-
gerhead sea turtle found stranded 
in Troon at the weekend.

The two-foot-long loggerhead 
was exhausted and hypothermic 
when found by dog walkers.

Named Harley after the dog that 
found him, one half of his shell 
was coated in goose barnacles, 
which have now been carefully 
removed.

Rushed to the Barcaldine sanc-
tuary by the Scottish Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to An-
imals (SSPCA), Harley’s initial 
veterinary inspection revealed his 
body temperature was danger-
ously low, at only 10 degrees.

‘Harley was barely alive,’ said 
curator Mark Hind. ‘The vet got 
some fluids into him and we are 
now raising his temperature very 
slowly until we get him up to a 
healthy 23 degrees.

‘He was given no more than a 
50-50 chance of survival initially, 
but has already responded well 
to the care he is receiving and is 

beginning to move his head and 
eyes.’ 

Harley is being cared for in a dry 
quarantine tank at the centre un-

til he is well enough to be moved 
into warm sea water, which staff 
say will take at least a week. 

The turtle has a stunted front 

right-side flipper which may have 
hindered him on his annual mi-
gration from the eastern seaboard 
of America across the Atlantic to 

the Canary Islands.
‘That may have resulted in 

him being forced off course by 
the Gulf Stream, and led to him 
growing gradually weaker as he 
entered colder and colder waters,’ 
said Mark.

Harley is the third loggerhead 
to have been cared for by the sea 
life sanctuary. Earlier casualties 
include Picasso in the early 
1990s, and Myrtle, who was found 
washed up on North Uist in June 
2004.

Like Picasso and Myrtle, Harley 
will eventually be flown to Gran 
Canaria for release back on his 
migration route, if he makes a full 
recovery.

One of seven sea turtle species, 
which are all endangered due 
mainly to loss of nest habitat and 
drowning in commercial fishing 
nets, loggerheads can live to 
around 60 years of age.

Harley’s size suggests he is at 
least 10 years old, which means he 
will not reach sexual maturity for 
another 15 to 20 years.

Harley will have a more 
thorough veterinary inspection 
once he is safely on the road to 
recovery.

Battle to save stranded sea turtle
Exhausted Harley should be basking in Gran Canaria but is blown off  course by storm Desmond

Harley, a 10-year-old Loggerhead turtle is now recuperating at the sea life sanctuary in Barcaldine. 
Aquarist Anna Price administers eye drops every two hours to help his recovery. 17_t50turtle1/2

LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Oilfast – the new Scottish fi rm with 
fast, friendly delivery at competitive prices.

ARE YOU PAYING TOO 
MUCH FOR YOUR FUEL?
Is your current supplier letting you down?

To order or for more  information 
call Barbara or Linda on:

01631 705999

www.oilfast.co.uk

NOW SUPPLYING

OBAN, FORT
WILLIAM

& SURROUNDING
AREAS
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Caol man 
faces jail 
over drugs
A CAOL man has been warned 
he faces a lengthy jail term after 
admitting supplying thousands 
of pounds worth of drugs from 
his home address.

Dean Coutts, 30, of 11 
Strone Place, was found with 
370.8 grams of cocaine, worth 
an estimated street value of 
between £9,100 and £35,860, 
when police officers searched 
his home in January this year.

Depute fiscal Ross Carvel 
told Fort William Sheriff Court 
on Tuesday that Coutts’ house 
had been searched on January 
31 after a warrant was obtained 
by police, with a number of 
items recovered, including both 
blocks and powdered cocaine, 
scales, and mobile phones with 
text messages discussing the 
drugs trade, belonging to the 
accused.

 The father-of-one admitted 
supplying cocaine from his 
home address between April 
10, 2014 and January 31 this 
year.

A not guilty plea to possession 
of cannabis was accepted by the 
crown.

Granting bail until sentenc-
ing on January 8, Sheriff Rich-
ard Davidson QC told Coutts: 
‘You have tendered a plea of 
guilty to this extremely serious 
offence, being concerned in 
the supply of class A drugs, 
and in this case one of the 
most fiercely addictive class A 
drugs, cocaine. 

‘This can be dealt with by an-
ything up to life imprisonment.

‘With  a street value of be-
tween £9,100 and £35,860, you 
are at the fairly high end of 
street dealers.

‘Admitting involvement in the 
supply of a class A drug means 
a period of imprisonment is 
almost inevitable. 

‘I will continue your bail but 
regard that as something of a 
privilege. 

‘Prepare yourself for a lengthy 
sentence of imprisonment,’ 
Sheriff Davidson told Coutts.

SNP school plans could force 
‘mothballing’ of rural primaries

Special constable Danny 
praised for 30 years service

SCOTTISH Government plans 
to extend the minimum school 
week to 25 hours would be 
‘catastrophic’ and cost Highland 
Council £2 million, according to 
the local authority. 

Councillors have hit out at the 
proposals, announced by Holy-
rood last week, claiming an addi-
tional 30 members of staff would 
be needed across the region, at a 
time when recruiting teachers is 
proving difficult. 

Budget leader Councillor Bill 
Fernie said an extra half an hour 
in class every day for all ages would 
cost the council at least £2 million 
and could lead to school closures. 

‘Highland’s rural schools are 
already under increasing pressure 
as a consequence of the present 
budget challenge,’ he said. ‘This 
new legislation will only increase 
that pressure, and will mean that 
some schools become less viable, 
which could force the authority 
to consult with parents about the 
possibility of mothballing.’

There are also fears the longer 
day would be counter-productive, 
with claims there is no correlation 
between a longer week and a 
better education. 

Rural students with extended 
travelling to and from school are 
also a worry for the beleaguered 
local authority. 

As the law stands, councils have 
to open schools for 190 days a 

year, but the length and structure 
of the school day is not specified 
in legislation. However, the Cur-
riculum for Excellence operates 
on an assumption of 25 hours 
of teacher contact each week in 
primary schools.

On that basis, the Scottish Gov-
ernment has said primary school 
children will be guaranteed at 
least 950 hours a year of teaching 
time, equivalent to 25 hours a 
week, in an amendment to the 
Education Bill, which is currently 
before parliament. 

Chairman of education, 
children and adult services com-
mittee Councillor Drew Millar is 
urging the Scottish Government 
to rethink its proposal.

He said: ‘The majority of High-

land primary schools have always 
operated a 22.5-hour week, in 
primary one to primary three 
classes. 

‘This is a long-standing position, 
established because of the length 
of the day for young children who 
may have to travel considerable 
distances to school. 

‘Parents, teachers and com-
munities have not been asking 
the council to add an additional 
half an hour in class every day 
for these young children, so 
Highland Council was more than 
taken aback by the announce-
ment that ministers intend to 
amend the Education Bill, so that 
every primary school pupil must 
have a minimum of 25 hours with 
teachers every week.’

He continued: ‘There is no 
evidence to support a connection 
between the length of the school 
week and educational attainment. 
Most European countries operate 
on a lower number of hours per 
year than in Scotland, and many 
of these countries achieve better 
attainment results.’

Bill Alexander, director of care 
and learning for Highland Coun-
cil said: ‘This proposed amend-
ment would create enormous 
doubt about the sustainability of 
education in many of our commu-
nities, and it is a step too far when 
we are already facing enormous 
resource challenges.

‘It would mean providing more 
than 1,000 extra teaching hours, 
and recruiting more than 30 

additional teachers at a time 
when it is difficult to recruit to 
existing vacancies. This number 
of available teachers simply does 
not exist.’

Councillor Millar added: ‘This 
latest announcement would be 
catastrophic for Highland Coun-
cil, as we are already struggling 
to balance our budget in these 
extremely challenging financial 
times. I am dismayed at this fur-
ther interference and imposition 
by central government on local 
authorities’ remit and ability to 
deliver education in Scotland. I 
am also disappointed that there 
has been no consultation about 
this matter, and hope the cabinet 
secretary can now agree to take 
account of these views.’

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

A FORT WILLIAM special 
constable has received an 
award for his long service from 
Police Scotland, the second 
distinction he has had in his 30 
years in the part-time role

Danny Hail, who is a land-
scape gardener, runs his own 
business in and around the 
town.  Over the years, he has 
given up his own valuable fam-
ily time to carry out policing 
duties at all hours of the day 
and night, some of which have 
included attending incidents 
unaccompanied. 

Mr Hail has carried out his 
role not just for Police Scot-
land but also for North Wales 
Police and Dyfed Powys Police, 
before moving to Fort William 
in 1999.

Chief Inspector Colin Gough 
said: ‘Danny’s continued 
enthusiasm along with his long 
standing service to policing in 

Scotland and the Special Con-
stabulary is outstanding. He has 
served his local community for 
more than 30 years and in doing 
so has given up a significant 
number of hours of his own 
time, year upon year.

‘His participation and support 
over the years in many local in-
itiatives and events and his con-
tinued support and enthusiasm 
for the role, has been greatly 
appreciated by his colleagues 
and the communities in which 
he has served.

‘Danny is not just a credit 
to himself but also to his 
colleagues and the Special 
Constabulary.’

Speaking of his time in the 
Special Constabulary, Mr Hail  
said: ‘I joined Dyfed Powys 
Police as a special constable at 
the age of 18 and transferred to 
North Wales Police in 1973.

‘After moving to Lochaber in 

1999 I joined Northern Con-
stabulary and have continued 
to enjoy the diverse opportuni-
ties afforded me over the past 
13 years.

‘Being a special constable 
gives you the opportunity to 
meet with people from all 
walks of life and form friend-
ships which last a lifetime. As 
I near the end of my time as a 
special, I would encourage oth-
ers to join up. It’s a great way 
to get involved with your local 
community and a great way to 
give something back.’

Special Constable Danny Hail, 
right, receives his long-service 

award from Chief Inspector 
Colin Gough. 
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‘TIS THE season to 
be jolly, indeed, with 
the sheer variety 
of festive food and 
drink on offer from 
quality local pro-
ducers. Few places in 
Britain offer as much 
choice as the High-
lands and islands, 
from artisan cheeses 
to organic vegetables, 
from beef, lamb, and 
charcuterie to some 
of the best seafood in 
the world. 

The West Highlands 
and islands are 
ground zero for all 
the bounty that the 
seas have to offer, 
from luscious oysters 
and hand-dived scal-
lops to freshly caught 
fi sh of all kinds. 

The holiday table 
will be festive and 
guests’ taste buds 
will be dancing with 
such scrumptious 
fare, all produced in 
the area. 

Whether keen to 
reduce the food 
miles on the table, 
or simply looking for 
the freshest produce 

available, buying 
local is the way to go. 

A visit to the local 
butchers is often 
the fi rst stop when 
shopping for holiday 
feasts. They not only 
supply the best Scot-
tish meat, they are 
happy to customise 
any order to exact 
specifi cations, such 
as the right sized 
turkey for a specifi c 
number of guests.

They can also give 
tips for cooking any 
cut of meat to per-
fection. Order ahead 
and save time during 
the busy season, all 
while avoiding long 
lines at the super-
markets. 

In the rural High-
lands, there is more 
than just seafood, 
beef and lamb up for 
grabs. For a tradition-
al fl air to Christmas 
dinner, why not try 
locally-raised veni-
son, pheasant, duck 
or rabbit? Heather 
blossom honey is an-
other country treat, 
perfect for cooking 

or gift giving. 
Outstanding bever-

age is another area in 
which the Highlands 
excel. Party guests al-
ways enjoy local fi ne 
ales and beers, and 
some of the country’s 
favourite are pro-
duced right here in 
the West Highlands. 
And, of course, the 
holidays wouldn’t be 
complete without a 
wee dram of the aqua 
vitae. 

Some of the world’s 
top names in whisky 
are from the High-
lands and islands, 
drawing their unique 
bouquet from the 
pristine water and 
the peaty land itself. 

Whisky is best 
shared, so have some 
on hand and plenty 
to give as gifts.

Make Christmas 
dinner one to rave 
about all year with 
choice accompani-
ments, such as chut-
neys and preserves, 
made with love. 

Pâtés, terrines, 
cheese balls, smoked 

Oban Distillery for Christmas

AS ONE of Scotland’s oldest sources of single malt whis-
ky, Oban Distillery is ready to help Santa’s elves with a 
variety of tasteful gift ideas and an extensive selection of 
the aqua vitae for celebrating this festive season.
One of the hottest Christmas gift ideas around is a 
personalised bottle or glass engraving. Th ey can engrave 
a bespoke name or message on a 70 c.l. or 20 c.l. bottle of 
Oban Single Malt or an Oban Malt whisky glass. Have 
it done while you wait, or whilst out enjoying a distillery 
tour.
Browse the distillery gift shop’s range of Single and Spe-
cial Release malt whiskies, as well as the unique Flora and 
Fauna malts. For the discerning whisky connoisseur, there 
is the Oban 14 year old Single Malt, and also the latest 
bottling of the Oban Distillers’ Edition, which has just 
arrived.
Th e whisky lover in your life is never hard to buy for at 
Oban Distillery- you can choose memorabilia for any 
budget, ranging from clothing to gift packs and quality 
glassware to books.
Celebrate the festive season with style and taste from 
Oban Distillery! 

STEPPING into Glen Scotia Distillery's visitor 
centre is like going back in time to the days 
when Campbeltown was the Victorian Whisky 
Capital of the world.

One of the best days out in Campbeltown 
has just become 100 per cent better with the 
news that Glen Scotia's 15-year-old and Victo-
riana have both been given 'Gold Awards’ at 
the Cathay Pacifi c Hong Kong International 
Wines and Spirits Competition.

In addition, the Glen Scotia Double Cask 
collected a silver award, a very good showing 
for the distillery's fi rst competition.

In May, at the Campbeltown Whisky Festi-
val, the single cask Distillery Edition 001 was 
launched and it rapidly sold out, with many 
visitors buying two bottles, one to keep and 
one to drink.

This Distillery Edition 001 gained a rave re-
view in Jim Murray’s latest issue of the Whisky 
Bible picking up a 'Liquid Gold Award' and a 
score of 94.5 out of 100. 

The good news is that, just in time for 
Christmas, Distillery Edition 002 has just been 
launched.

It is a lightly-peated single cask with just 
204 bottles available – which are already 

proving to be popular. Most Glen Scotia whis-
ky is unpeated which distillery manager Iain 
McAlister describes as 'a Campbeltown-style 
whisky - oily, salty and typical of the region'.

In the atmospheric visitor centre, where the 
warm glow of the bottled whisky adds to the 
ambience, Campbeltonian Shannon Brodie 
operates a till straight from the industry’s 
glorious past. 

There is no need, though, for  crowns, 
guineas, old pennies or farthings to make a 
purchase as there is a modern card terminal 
tucked in next to the till.

Alongside the whisky is Glen Scotia's Her-
itage Range of bespoke clothing including 
jackets, bags, polo shirts, key rings and a 
special tweed. 

Also on show in the visitor centre is a spirit 
safe which only recently come out of service 
after being replaced earlier this year during 
some of the Loch Lomond Group's investment 
in the future.

Glen Scotia has a small team compared to 
some distilleries, with just seven dedicated 
members of staff. Shannon, one of the latest 
recruits, says that no two days are the same.

She is very keen to encourage more people in 

the Wee Toon to take a look beyond the door 
and discover where Glen Scotia is going.

Glen Scotia will be offering gift vouchers in 
the distillery in the run up to Christmas as well 
as a special offer of 10 per cent off whiskies 
and merchandise on December 21/22/23, as 
well as a free dram of Double Cask for visitors 
over these three days.

Glen Scotia’s award winning malts are spellbinding

12 High Street, Campbeltown, PA28 6DS, Scotland    Tel: 01586 552 288     www.glenscotia.com  e: glenscotiashop@lochlomondgroup.com  e: info@lochlomondgroup.com  

Distillery manager Iain McAllister with the single cask 

Distillery Edition 002 released in time for Christmas

Shannon Brodie operates Glen Scotia’s 

antique till.

The intimate tasting room which refl ects Glen Scotia’s 

heritage credentials. 

Bottles lined up for tasting. 

fi sh and other tasty 
treats add a special 
touch to any gather-
ing, from casual to 
elegant.   

Local produce 
also makes a terrifi c 
holiday gift for the 

foodies on Santa’s 
list. Hampers 
overfl owing with 
locally-made smoked 
salmon, jars of jam, 
venison sausage, 
tasty biscuits and a 
bottle of whisky are 

sure to delight. 
There’s no place like 

home for the holi-
days when it comes 
to shopping, so look 
to local producers 
and stockists for a 
delicious Christmas. 

Festive Food 
and Drink

Below: A great 
selection of 

quality produce 
on offer at Skye 

Farm Shop

To compliment our award winning signature product, 

Flaky Smoked Salmon, we now have a further range of 

exciting new unique products to off er our customers 

this Christmas.

A limited edition 16 item Hebridean Hamper including our 
5 Pack special edition and various food items from Artisan 
producers throughout the Isles of Lewis, Harris, North Uist, 
South Uist, Barra and the Isle of Benbecula, available only 
through mail order customers for delivery in time for Christmas.

Only £99.00 with free courier delivery! 
Per hamper to a single UK address. Normally £110.95 

A Special Edition 5 pack of Flaky Smoked Salmon variations 
including brand new fl avours and Uig Lodge’s Award Winning 
Oak Smoked Salmon from the Isle of Lewis – each pack contains 
100g, total weight of 5 packs 500g, available exclusively to mail 
order customers online and telephone orders.

Only £26.95 with free Royal Mail delivery 
per fi ve pack to a single UK address Normally £36.60

5 Packs Cold Smoked Salmon Range

For further details of the range 
of products contact; Sarah MacLachlan, 

info@salarsmokehouse.co.uk
www.salarsmokehouse.co.uk  

iainmcrury@salarsmokehouse.co.uk

Telephone 01870 610324
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THE WHEELS are in motion 
to build new toilets next to a 
major tourist attraction at Spean 
Bridge, following complaints 
about a lack of facilities.

Thousands of visitors come 
to see the bronze statue and 
garden of remembrance at the 
Commando Memorial, which 
lies about one mile outside the 
village, each year. The monu-
ment is dedicated to the men of 
the original British Commando 
Forces, who fought in the Second 
World War, and was unveiled by 
the Queen Mother in 1952.

Chairman of Spean Bridge, 
Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
Community Council John 
Fotheringham said there had 
been a number of complaints 
over the past three years about 
people having nowhere to go to 
the toilet. 

The community council has 
now put an application into 
Highland Council’s discretion-
ary budget for 50 per cent of the 
funding required for a feasibility 

study into building toilets, with 
Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise (HIE) agreeing to match 
the funding.

The Community SCIO (Scot-

tish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation) has also agreed to 
submit the funding applications 
on behalf of the community 
council.

Mr Fotheringham said: ‘We 
have had a lot of complaints 
over the past three years about 
people getting caught short at 
the memorial, so we felt we had 
to do something about it. 

‘The study we are looking at 
is for toilets of a compostable 
nature and would be fairly low 
maintenance. 

‘The SCIO has made the appli-
cation as a community council 
can’t own property, so the SCIO 
would take on ownership.

‘If we are successful, we will 
hopefully get an update at the 
next community council meet-
ing, but at the moment we have 
no idea of the timescale for this 
project.’

Mr Fotheringham said the 
cost of putting in standard 

toilets would be in the region of 
£500,000, however the cheaper 
option, which the community 
council was looking into, would 
be between £60,000 to £100,000. 

The community council has 
looked at similar facilities, in-
cluding the RSPB site at Moidart 
Gardens, to estimate the costs. 

Mr Fotheringham added that 
the community council was in 
discussions with ‘a number of 
bodies’ about funding the pro-
ject, adding: ‘It’s a very popular 
destination and we don’t want to 
stop people going.

‘Hopefully they will be camou-
flaged from the monument and 
memorial garden. We will be 
looking at all possibilities. The 
council has been very supportive.

‘It’s an iconic monument of 
considerable importance to 
serving and retired service 
personnel, and we don’t want 
anything to detract from visitors’ 
experience.’ 

Community council launches 
funding bid for memorial toilets
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

The monument attracts thousands of visitors every year, but many 
have complained at being caught short due to the lack of facilities.

TWO CLEVER Ardnamurchan High 
School pupils have taken second place in 
the National Gaelic Schools Debate.

Charlie-Anne Pleming and Rona 
Nicolson, both S5, made it to the final 
of the contest at the Scottish Parliament, 
after beating Tain Royal Academy in 
the semi-final but narrowly lost out to 
Nicolson High School A team in the last 
round. 

Rona also won the prestigious honour 
of the individual debater of the tourna-
ment prize. 

Christopher Millar-Craig, head teacher 
at Ardnamurchan, said: ‘This is a huge 
achievement for Rona and Charlie-Anne 
and we are all very proud of them and for 
the vindication of all the efforts of the 
Gaelic staff to support our young people 
to this level of fluent competency.’ 

Highland 
roads top 
list for lack 
of mobile 
signal

Underage 
drinkers 
major 
concern

Clothes swapping party 
proves a huge success

for 18 months

LOCHABER Environmental Group’s (LEG)  zero 

dress swap on Saturday at the Lochaber Yacht 
Club. 

The event was used as a platform to promote 
reusing across Lochaber. 

There is currently an estimated £140 million 

UK. 
Rebecca Thoms and Cara MacKay, the two 

encouraging people across Lochaber to recycle 
their unwanted clothing by swapping items with 
friends or donating to local charity shops to pre-

The duo are planning to host several more swap-
ping events across Lochaber in the new year.

A TEENAGER has been disqualified from driving 
for 18 months after being caught riding a motorbike 
without a licence or insurance.  

The young man, who cannot be named for legal 
reasons, appeared in Fort William Sheriff Court on 
Tuesday December 8. He was also charged with fail-
ing to give a sample of breath when he was arrested 
for the offences on November 9 last year near Caol’s 
shore front.

The court heard that the youth had been uncoop-
erative and had sworn at police, and refused several 
times to provide a sample of breath at Fort William 
Police Station.

As well as the disqualification, Sheriff Richard 
Davidson QC ordered the accused to carry out 100 
hours of unpaid work. 

TIMESLINE

Help youngsters 
this Christmas

Protest against 
Syrian air strikes

TWO HIGHLAND politicians 
have launched a campaign 
with children’s charity Barna-
do’s Scotland to support young 
people at Christmas. 

Rhoda Grant and David Stew-
art are asking for donations of 
toiletries, socks, gloves, woolly 
hats, sweeties and Christmas 
food treats for young people 
aged 15 and over, who have re-
cently made the transition from 
care to independent living and 
have little or no family support. 

Anyone wishing to donate 
can deliver items to Barnardo’s 
Scotland shop on Church 
Street, Inverness or the Spring-
board offi  ce at 14 Ardross Street 
Inverness. 

PROTESTORS gathered in Fort 
William to demonstrate their 
anger at the UK Government’s 
decision to start air strikes in 
Syria. 

The group met in Cameron 
Square on Thursday, the day 
after MPs backed the strikes, 
following a 10-hour debate in 
the House of Commons. 

Just two Scottish MPs voted 
in favour, with West Highland 
MPs Ian Blackford (Ross, Skye 
and Lochaber), Angus Brendan 
MacNeil (Na h-Eileanan An Iar) 
and Brendan O’Hara (Argyll 
and Bute) all voting against the 
decision. 

Protestors take a stand 
against the air strikes. 

21_f50protest01

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000

TOP DEBATERS: Rona Nicolson receives 
her award following the debating 

competition at the Scottish Parliament 
in Edinburgh. Fellow pupil Charlie-Anne 

Pleming, far right, also made it to the 
fi nal of the Gaelic debating competition.

Ardnamurchan duo have power of persuasion

HIGHLAND roads could be 
the worst in Britain to break 
down on as more than 450 
miles have no mobile phone 
coverage.

A report by motoring 
research charity RAC Founda-
tion said the Highland Council 
area had the highest number 
of miles where there was no 
signal at all (452 miles), closely 
followed by Powys in Wales 
(437 miles), with  Argyll and 
Bute in third place (293 miles). 

These form part of the 4,561 
miles of British roads with 
no signal at all and a further 
28,975 miles have only partial 
coverage, meaning some but 
not all phones will receive a 
signal depending on the ser-
vice provider. 

Steve Gooding, director of 
the RAC Foundation, said: 
‘There are thousands of miles 
of road along which you would 
not want to break down or have 
an accident because calling the 
RAC, the emergency services 
or even home wouldn’t be an 
option. 

‘Even where there is partial 
network coverage it might not 
be from your network provid-
er. It’s not just in emergencies 
that we rely on our mobiles.

‘Increasingly drivers depend 
on their smart phones for 
everything, from telling us 
how to get from A to B, to 
what the weather is going be 
like, to where the congestion 
is. 

‘The best ideas in the world 
will fall at the first hurdle 
if there are no bars on the 
phone.’

ALMOST three quarters of 
young people in the Highlands 
have consumed alcohol by age 
15, according to NHS Highland. 

Although the figure has 
dropped by 10 per cent in the 
last five years, the area remains 
above the national average for 
underage drinking. 

A new campaign ‘Meet 
the MacPhersons’ has been 
launched to tackle the prob-
lem and raise awareness of pa-
rental influence, peer pressure 
and other situations which may 
lead young people to drink. 

Deborah Stewart, co-ordina-
tor for the Highland Alcohol 
and Drugs Partnership, said: 
‘Underage drinking remains 
a concern as it contributes to 
a range of negative health and 
social outcomes. By reducing 
underage drinking we can re-
duce the risk of alcohol prob-
lems developing in adulthood 
and families can play a part by 
modelling sensible drinking 
and communicating risks 
associated with drinking.’

For advice visit www.high-
land-adp.org.uk /meet-the-
macphersons2 

Òrain Ghàidhlig le Christine Primrose    

Dannsa Ceum le Sophie Stephenson      

Gaelic song with Christine Primrose

Step dancing with Sophie Stephenson

28/03 – 01/04/2016

04–08/04/2016  

CÙRSAICHEAN GOIRID
EASTER SHORT COURSES 

Gàidhlig 2, 4, 6, 8 & 10                              

Cùrsa ùrachaidh do luchd-labhairt na     
Gàidhlig le Ailig ‘Bhaltois’ Dòmhnallach  

Beartas cainnt le Iain Urchadan

Gaelic levels 2, 4, 6, 8 & 10

Refresher course for Gaelic speakers
with Alec ‘Valtos’ MacDonald

Beartas cainnt with John Urquhart

Gàidhlig 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9                                
Gaelic 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9

Fidheall le Gabe McVarish                      
Fiddle with Gabe McVarish
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Press policy Your letters

WE AT The Oban Times endeav-
our to ensure that all our reports 
are fair and accurate and comply 
with the Editors’  Code of Practice 
set by the Independent Press 
Standards Organisation (IPSO). 
We realise, however, that mistakes 
happen from time to time.

If you think we have made a 
significant mistake and you wish 
to discuss this with us , please let 
us know as soon as possible by any 
of the three methods: emailing ed-
itor@obantimes.co.uk; telephoning 
the editor on 01631 568046; writing 
to the Editor at The Oban Times, 

Crannog Lane, Lochavullin estate, 
Oban, PA34 4HB. 

We will attempt to resolve your 
issue in a timeous, reasonable and 
amicable manner. However, if you 
are unsatisfied with our response, 
you can contact IPSO, which will 
investigate the matter. You can 

either telephone IPSO on 0300 
123 2220 or email inquiries@ipso.
co.uk. IPSO is an independent body 
which deals with complaints from 
the public about the editorial con-
tent of newspapers and magazines.

We will abide by the decision of 
IPSO.

THE EDITOR welcomes 
letters of approximately 
300 words in length for 
publication on this page. 
The editor also reserves the 
right to shorten, to amend 
or to refuse to print them. 
Names and postal addresses 

must be supplied, including 
on emails, to indicate good 
faith. A daytime telephone 
number is also required for 
verification. 
Anonymous letters or those 
supplied without a contact 
telephone number will not 

be printed. 
Please write or fax 
to: Letters page, The 
Oban Times, PO Box 
1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 
4HB. Fax: 01631 568001. 
Email editor@obantimes.
co.uk.

The McKelvie Candle Company Ltd; Unit 9 BUKO Business Centre; Ashley Road; Southfields Industrial Estate; Glenrothes; Fife KY6 2SE

Fill your home with fi ne fragrance
You may want to create an atmosphere that’s 

welcoming and sociable; calm and soothing ... 
or maybe evoke some nostalgic memories?

Whatever your mood there’s a 
McKelvie Fragrance that’s sure to ‘fit the bill’

You’ll find McKelvie products 
available at all these fine shops 
across the area:

Tobermory Gift Shop - Main Street, 
Tobermory

Appin Craft Shop - Port Appin

Aros - Viewfield Road, Portree

Easdale Village Shop - Easdale

Atlantic Islands Centre - Cullipool, 
Isle of Luing

Canna Community Shop - Isle of 
Canna

Ma MacKinnons Marmalade - The 
Old Smithy, Bridgend, Isle of Islay

Orsay - 2 Stevenson Street, Oban

The Ferry Shop - Fionnphort, Mull

The Green Welly Stop - Tyndrum

Loch Fyne Galleries - Harbour 
Street, Tarbert

Established 1861  No 8216

Glasgow Letter

Beachd Ailein Ailean Caimbeul

ALLAN CAMPBELL
ailean@obantimes.co.uk

Viewpoint PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll PA34 4HB
email: editor@obantimes.co.uk

ROBERT ROBERTSON
robert.d.robertson@hotmail.co.uk

Glasgow Skye – 
unforgettable
I DON’T think any of the sell-out 
audience at the 150th Glasgow Skye 
gathering last Friday (December 4) 
will ever forget the occasion. 

The concert (with its stellar line-up 
of Skye Gold medallists) completely 
lived up to very high expectations. 

The artists all sat together on 
the stage for the whole concert; 
against an impressive backdrop with 
projections of Skye scenery and the 
Glasgow Skye crest. 

The night began with a warm 
speech from the Rt. Hon. Brian 
Wilson, and then selections from the 
Glasgow Skye pipe band.

When the singing started, the audi-
ence joined in on every chorus – from 
the medley sets of Skye songs that 
the artists sang together; to the fan-
tastic soloists: Catriona Fair, Darren 
Maclean, Calum Ross (fresh from 
the release of his new CD), Kirsteen 
Grant, Ian Maclean, and Alasdair 
Gillies. The Campbells of Greepe 
performed stunning harmonies, and 
the Cormacks (Arthur, Ruaridh, 
and Eilidh) all sang individually, 
then together for a fun rendition 
of Bodach an t-Saibheir. Everyone 
stamped their feet to the fiddle play-
ing of Shona Masson, accompanied 
(as were many of the singers) by the 
wonderful Alan Kitchen. As the 
artistes joined in Eilean Mo Chridh’ 
and Soraidh Leibh at the end, the 
audience all knew we had witnessed 
something special.

Half an hour later, Trail West had 
the GU dance floor as busy as I’ve 
ever seen it. Thanks to the superb 
committee who must have worked 
tirelessly, everyone who wanted to 

BHA FÌOR DHROCH AIMSIR ann an Glaschu feasgar 
Dihaoine seo chaidh, mar air feadh na dùthcha, ach bha 
blàths agus deagh aoigheachd Ghàidhealach ann an ionad 
Aonadh Oileanaich Oilthigh Ghlaschu far an robh cèilidh 
a’ Chruinneachaidh Bhliadhnail aig Comann Sgitheanach 
Ghlaschu a’ gabhail àite. Ach cha b’ e cèilidh bhliadhnail 
àbhaisteach a bha seo idir oir bha na Sgitheanaich a’ 
comharrachadh gum bheil ceud gu leth bliadhna bho 
steidhicheadh an Comann aca anns a’ bhaile mhòr seo. 
Mar a bhiodh dùil, bha clàr na cèilidh a’ nochdadh na 
clach-mhìle shònraichte seo le deugachadh de sheinne-
adairean le buinteanas dhan Eilean agus a choisinn bonn, 
neo buinn, òir!  Gu mi-fhortanach chum dìth slàinte dithis 
far an àrd-ùrlar ach abair gun robh fèist ciùil aig an luchd-
èisteachd le deagh thaghadh de dh’òrain Sgitheanach. 

Mar phàirt den deasachadh airson na ceann-bliadhna, 
rinn Art MacCarmaig taisbeanadh snasail de dheilbh 
agus seann chlàraidhean de dh’obair a’ Chomainn thar 
nam bliadhnaichean, agus bha e inntinneach agus tiam-
haidh a bhith a’ faicinn ìomhaighean uimhir de sheann 
charaidean nach eil ann tuilleadh. Ann an seadh ’s dòcha 
gum biodh cuid a’ faireachadh beagan cianalais agus a’ 
caoidh nan làithean a dh’fhalbh nuair a bha ballrachd 
chomainn Ghàidhealach Ghlaschu mòran nas motha na 
tha an-diugh. Gun teagamh tha cùisean air atharrachadh 
agus chan eil na buidhnean sin cho làidir ’s a bha, agus tha 
an aon rud fìor dha buidhnean eile feadh na dùthcha is 
ceist aca uile air ciamar a ghabhas buill ùra, òga a thàladh. 

hug a’ chèilidh seo  misneachadh a thaobh ùidh na 
h-òigridh eadar eireachdas an t-seinn aig Mairi Anna 
agus Wilma NicUalraig, sàr thàlant Ruairidh agus Eilidh 
NicCarmaig, agus ealantas a’ chiùil fìdhle aig Shona Mas-
son. Agus bha e cho fìor thaitneach a bhith a’ faicinn is a’ 
cluinntinn bho na “seann laoich”  is iadsan a’ dearbhadh 
nach eil an cuid comasan air seargadh!  

’S e Brian MacUilleim aoigh urramach na bliadhna aig 
a’ Chomann agus aig toiseach na cèilidh thug e geàrr-iom-

radh air na thuirt e na òraid aig an dìnnear a ghabh àite 
feasgar Dhiardaoin.  Chuir Brian an cuimhne dhaoine an 
eachdraidh chliùiteach a choisinn na comainn a’ cumail 
taic ri Gàidheil ann an Glaschu, agus cho deiseil ‘s a bha 
iad gus bruidhinn a-mach às leth na Gàidhealtachd is 
nan Eileanan. Chomharraich Brian na rinn an Comann 
Sgitheanach ag iomairt airson foghlam tro mheadhan na 
Gàidhlig ann an Glaschu, agus thuirt e gun robh e airidh 
air urram air sgàth sin fhèin!

Nuair a chuirear an ceòl mìorbhaileach aig Trail West, 
aig an dannsa, ris na bheil an sin tuigear gun d’ rinn na 
Sgitheanaich oidhche mhòr dheth!

THE GLASGOW Skye Aassociation’s 150th annual 
gathering was excellent.

It was a privilege to hear the association’s pipe band; 
wonderful singing from so many Gold medallists with 
Skye connections; the expert fiddling of Shona Masson; 
and the fine accompaniment of Alan Kitchen. The dance 
which followed was to the music of the superb Trail West 
band (pictured below).

Ailean Caimbeul (Allan Campbell)
ailean@obantimes.co.uk  

celebrate the association’s 150th An-
niversary was able to do so in style. 

The Vatersay Boys 
TOMORROW (December 11) sees 
one of the most anticipated annual 
events in Glasgow. There aren’t many 
bands in the world that can sell out 
a venue the size of the Barrowlands 
every single year; but the Vatersay 
Boys do it with ease. 

The doors open at 7pm with The 
Vatersay Boys on at 8pm. It promises 
to be absolute carnage. And the audi-
ence will probably be quite wild too!

Clydebank cèilidh
THE CLYDEBANK Highlanders 
are having a cèilidh in the Napier 
Hall, Old Kilpatrick, tomorrow 
(December 11) at 7.30pm. Per-
forming that night will be Kenny 
Thompson, Jennifer Campbell, Liz 
McEachen, Ryan Corbett, Kirsteen 
Grant, Robert Wood, and 2015 Mòd 
Gold Medallist, Donald Iain Brown.

Conductor celebrates  
THE GLASGOW Islay Gaelic 
Choir last week had a dinner at Cafe 
Source Too to celebrate Kirsteen 
Grant’s 25th year as conductor. 

Just under 80 attended, with sup-
port from other choirs, including a 
group from Dingwall, and past and 
present members of the Glasgow 
Islay itself. After an excellent meal, 
there was a cèilidh sustained by the 
company present which, of course, 
included many Mòd medallists.

To celebrate the massive achieve-
ment, the choir secretly compiled a 
CD of recordings made over the 25 
years and presented it to Kirsteen 
at the dinner. I now have a copy and 

will be writing about it next week 
once I have had time to get a listen 
to it. Congratulations to Kirsteen, I 
can’t wait to listen to the CD!

Kirsteen has also launched a book 
of her mother’s writings. 

Margaret Grant, born in Cardross, 
Dunbartonshire, but whose mother 
came from Camuscross, Isle of Skye, 
and her father from across the Sound 
of Sleat in Airor, Knoydart, writes 
her own memories of these places, 
including much that she read and 
heard about the people. 

The book would make a lovely 
Christmas present.

Wrong information
Last week in my What’s On section, 
I was mistaken when I said that 
Gunna Sound would be playing 
in the Park Bar on Hogmanay. 
It will in fact be Trail West. I 
apologise for any confusion. 

What’s On
Tonight (December 10): The 
Glasgow Sutherland Associ-
ation EGM, 7.30pm in Jor-
danhill Bowling Clubhouse.
Tomorrow (December 11): Clyde-
bank Highlanders’ Ceilidh, 7.30pm 
in the Napier Hall, Old Kilpatrick.
Tomorrow (December 11): 
Vatersay Boys in the Barrow-
lands. Doors 7pm, dance 8pm.
Saturday December 12: The 
Glasgow Skye Association’s 
Children’s Party in the Renfield 
Centre (Blythswood Hall).
Sunday December 13: Gaelic service 
at 10am in St Columba Gaelic Church, 
with the Glasgow Gaelic School Choir.
Tuesday December 15: Comann 
Gàidhlig Ghlaschu meeting 
in Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu.

www.facebook.com/obantimes

Cheers! Inverness licensed trade group 
set up area comittee in Lochaber
This photograph was published in The Oban Times on April 11, 1991, and shows John Gray, centre, of Gilbey Vintners 
Ltd pouring a drink for Ronnie Bremner, president of Inverness and Highland Region Licensed Trade Association at 
a drink-tasting session for licensees of Lochaber. The occasion marked the formation of an area committee of the 
Inverness association. Pictured second from the right is Ronnie Young, who was appointed Lochaber area director, 
shown receiving a drink from Gilbey Vintners Ltd salesman, Colin Ferres.

SNP needs to move on 
mobile infrastructure 
Sir,
When being questioned by myself on 
March 18, Vodafone promised that 
they would bring 4G mobile internet 
to the West Highlands and islands 
once the Scottish Government has 
rolled out the necessary broadband 
infrastructure. 

Angus MacNeil MP (Oban Times, 
December 3) tried to pass off this old 
news as a fresh announcement made 
at a meeting of his. He also said he 
would be writing to BT to get the 
fibre broadband in place. 

It’s not BT he should be writing to. 
Responsibility for funding for the 
necessary broadband infrastructure 
lies with the SNP government. It’s 
the government he should be writ-
ing to and calling on them to stop 
dragging its feet and get this vital 
infrastructure in place as soon as 
possible.

Alan Reid, Lib Dem candidate 
for Argyll and Bute

Thank you for helping 
to beat Meningitis

Sir,
With Christmas and the New Year 
upon us we would like to pass on our 
thanks to everyone who has support-
ed Meningitis Now during 2015.

It is only through people’s kindness 
and generosity that we’re able to 
fight the disease on all fronts – fund-
ing preventative research, raising 
awareness and supporting survivors 
and their families.

2015 has been a landmark year in 

the fight against meningitis, with 
the introduction of the lifesaving 
meningitis B vaccine for babies. This 
could, over the next decade, prevent 
more than 4,000 children under the 
age of five contracting the disease. 
We’ve also seen the ACWY vaccine 
introduced for young people aged 
17 and 18 (school year 13) and older 
university entrants (aged 19 to 25) – 
another at risk group.

This is no small achievement, but 
the battle to beat the killer disease 
is far from over. Meningitis can 
strike anyone at any time and is no 
respecter of the festive season. Our 
freephone helpline on 0808 80 10 388 
will be open throughout the festive 
period for everyone who needs us.

To donate, or for a free symptoms 
information pack or more informa-
tion, please visit www.Meningitis-
Now.org

Sue Davie
Chief executive, Meningitis Now

United in Europe is 
only way to beat Isis

Sir,
Now is not the time to contemplate 
leaving Europe but instead we should 
all be giving it support after what has 
happened in Paris.

As a so called United Kingdom 
(along with our European friends), 
hopefully we have woken up to the 
fact that we are all being targeted 
and are still on Daesh’s list.

Sticking together as Europeans is 
the only way to defeat our adversar-
ies, no matter what our differences 
are with others of different global 
nationalities.

Those that are also opposed to this 

common enemy are also those that 
wish to live in peace with his and her 
neighbour.

Bob Harper
Pittenweem Road, Anstruther, Fife

Another reason why 
wind is not answer

Sir,
I read Christine Metcalfe’s ‘Blowing 
in the wind or wilful blindness’ (26 
November) response to Mike Mac-
Kenzie SNP MSP’s ‘The answer is 
blowing in the wind’. 

Her comments were an excellent 
catalogue of why the proliferation of 
wind turbines erected and those in 
the planning system are not good for 
Scotland.

I always enjoy meeting Mike at our 
Scotland Against Spin stand at SNP 
conferences and he toes the party 
line with conviction and eloquence 
but that does not mean he is right.

I’m not going to reprise all the 
informaton Mrs Metcalfe provided 
in her response, and anyone with 
an open mind can find all the infor-
mation they need online to make up 
their own minds.

I think one of the most salient argu-
ments against the Scottish Govern-
ment’s developer-led, subsidy-driven, 
energy policy, supported to the hilt 
by Mike and his colleagues, is that 
Scotland is in the sad position of 
about to become an importer of elec-
tricity after decades as an exporter. 

This is because of their fixation 
with inshore wind and will add 
substantially to the costs which con-
sumers pay.

Graham Lang
Scotland Against Spin

Email your letters to editor@obantimes.co.uk 
or post them to The Oban Times, PO Box 1, 
Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB.

On Monday, directors of Comar rushed through 
the election of four new board members follow-
ing the resignation of the chief executive and a 

senior director from the organisation last week.
Comar has had plenty of ups and downs in recent 

months, with the original board and a transitional 
board trying to find a way forward for the company 
which is facing ‘financial difficulties’ and trust issues 

with the community it serves. Let’s hope this latest 
development sees the arts organisation turn a corner, 
finally moving forward.

While there are many fences to mend, both with staff  
and with the local community, it is important that the 
community gets behind the board, trusting the direc-
tors to do what they have been elected to do, so that 
the organisation can finally flourish as it was meant to.
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Christmas is a time for giving
Subscribe to the Oban Times and we will give you....
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2 FREE 
Candles

Worth £20
Courtesy of The McKelvie Candle Company

a 2016 
Calendar
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Long-serving gamekeepers
‘THINGS change and friends leave - life doesn’t stop 
for anybody,’ runs an old saying. 

And so it is in Morvern. A few weeks ago, for the first 
time in 147 years, Torr Molach, nestling on the wooded 
hill-side overlooking the head of Loch Aline, ceased to 
be the home of Ardtornish Estate gamekeepers. 

Torr Molach was built in 1867-8 by estate owner Oc-
tavius Smith. It was designed by Peter Haggart, a skilled 
Perthshire stone-mason and building contractor, who 
oversaw the building of a number of distinctive proper-
ties on Ardtornish between 1854 and 1870. 

Torr Molach stands out for its solid lime and rubble 
construction, its ornate wooden eaves and an unusual 
little cupboard in an internal wall for storing ammuni-
tion and gunpowder appropriate to the employment of 
its intended occupants. 

The first gamekeeper to live there was Thomas Dal-
gleish, from Ettrick, Selkirkshire. He died of bronchitis 
the year after Torr Molach was completed and was 
followed in the post by his son George. Between them, 
father and son gave more than 50 years’ service to 
Ardtornish Estate setting a pattern for the future. So 
long did the majority of subsequent gamekeepers stay, 
that only seven others followed the Dalgleish family 
in almost a century and a half - a record unique in the 
history of estate ownership in Morvern. This record is 
not likely to be broken given the movement amongst the 
stalking and gamekeeping fraternity elsewhere in the 
peninsula these days.

LONG HISTORY: Torr Molach, Ardtornish Estate. 

Housing for the future hopes
OTHER changes in Morvern include the welcome 
expansion of the famous silica sand mine bringing 
more long-term stable employment to the parish and a 
proposal to increase visitor berths on pontoons inside 
the entrance to Loch Aline.

There is also talk of developing both affordable and 
sheltered houses in the village. The Morvern communi-
ty is an ageing one and for too long it has been without 
accommodation for the elderly and those who are 
unable to carry on living in their own homes. Morvern 
is awash with public and private sector money just now. 

A purpose-built care home on a site attached to the 
underused medical centre is a clear option and should 
be given priority. It is disgraceful in this generation that  
local people are forced to end their days in some other 
community far from their family and friends.

Morvern’s fi rst whisky distillery

AT DRIMNIN, the site of a new single malt Scotch 
whisky distillery is well advanced.  

The distillery is being developed by Drimnin Dis-
tillery Limited in the historic farm buildings adjacent 
to Drimnin House. It will be powered by renewable en-
ergy from wood chip harvested in the estate, providing 
much-needed employment. Visitors will be welcomed 
with a tour including a tasting and lunch in a restored 
Edwardian greenhouse. Long ago large quantities of 
illicit whisky used to be made in Drimnin. This time 
it will be legal, unlike a mock trial held in the same 
farm buildings in July 1727 when Charles Maclean, an 
earlier laird, caught, charged and tortured one of his 
employees for stealing a few goats. The case, which was 
eventually heard in Inveraray before James Campbell of 
Stonefield, Sheriff Depute of Argyll, was dismissed but 
was the talk of the county. 

Modern cafe long overdue

IF THERE is one change long overdue in Morvern it is 
a modern cafe, open all day and every day. 

A few years ago the new owners of the silica sand mine 
generously gave the community the site of its former 
accommodation block in the middle of the village. It 
would make an ideal meeting place for a get-together 
over a cup of coffee and a bun. A local organisation has 
been tasked with developing it but, alas, procrastination 
reigns supreme; the concept of consultation has been 
taken to new levels but still nothing has happened 
other than talk of a heritage centres, craft shop, tourist 
information office and workshops. These old-fashioned 
places are all very well for summer visitors, but let’s have 
at least one cafe for locals to enjoy all year round.

Iain Thornber
iain.thornber@btinternet.com

BUDDING scientists from 
Kinlochleven travelled to Inverness 
to take part in experiments and 
demonstrations.

The first and second years enjoyed 
the live Ministry of Science show 
at Eden Court where they were 
entertained with hydrogen bottle 

rockets and liquid nitrogen frozen 
flowers.  

Jodie Daynes, S2, said: ‘My 
favourite bit was the experiment with 
the liquid nitrogen.’ 

Her classmate, Emma Vind, added: 
‘Especially when the guy presenting 
got hit on the head with the frozen 

flowers and the petals fell all over his 
head.’ The first year pupils enjoyed 
the loud experiments, with Neil 
Minniss saying: ‘Especially blowing 
up the hydrogen balloons at the end.’

Fellow S1 Fraser Roy added: ‘I 
really enjoyed it and could watch it all 
over again.’

EXPERIMENTAL: Kinlochleven High School fi rst and second year pupils enjoyed the Ministry of Science show in Inverness. 

AT THE close of nominations for Morvern Community 
Council in October, the total number of candidates was 
less than the minimum number required so Morvern 
Community Council will not be established at this time. 

The next full election for Morvern Community Council 
will be held by the Highland Council, starting in January 
2016.

In view of the absence of Morvern Community Council, 
it was in doubt if this year’s senior citizens’ Christmas 
party would go ahead. 

At its recent annual general meeting, Gaelic choir 
Bùrach unanimously decided to organise the party to 
ensure older residents did not miss out.

GP and Bùrach member Dr Susan Taylor is spearheading 
the organisation and choir members are all working hard 
to ensure an enjoyable party.  The party will take place in 
Lochaline Village Hall on Saturday December 12 at 1pm. 
Transport will be provided on request.

Invitations are made and will be distributed locally and 
catering and entertainment are being finalised. Santa may 
even make an appearance.

BURACH Gaelic Choir has set up a post box in Lochaline 
Stores for local Christmas cards.

The box will be there until December 16, with cards 
delivered locally after that date. Local cards should be put 
in the box, along with a donation, and choir members will 
sort and distribute the cards in time for Christmas.

The choir will also be hosting a Christmas Fayre in 
Lochaline Village Hall on Thursday December 17 from 
6.30pm. Many crafters and producers have already booked 
their tables. People can enjoy a glass of mulled wine and 
a mince pie while they browse the stalls and younger 
members can visit Santa’s Grotto to receive a present and 
perhaps a photo with Santa to take home.

If anyone would like to book a table, cost £5, contact 
Lesley on 01967 421371.  There are a limited number 
available.

THE ANNUAL Rural Choir Workshop 2016 will take 
place in Lochaline.  

Gaelic choir Bùrach will host the popular event on 
Saturday February 27 with members from choirs from all 
over the country expected to attend.  

The workshop will be led by Oban Gaelic choir’s winning 
conductor Sileas Sinclair, who has arranged the rural 
choirs’ puirt a beul competition in the Royal National 
Mod for 2016.  Members of all choirs are invited to par-
ticipate, although the workshop will concentrate on the 
puirt a beul and the Mòd’s Sheriff MacMaster set piece 
‘Le Cheile’.

Sileas will have a busy day as her band ‘Drams Allowed’ 
will be providing the entertainment at the licensed ceilidh/
dance. For further information contact Riona Whyte on 
01680 300551.

PRESIDENT Jessie Servant welcomed 13 members and 
10 visitors to the Scottish Women’s Institute meeting in 
Taynuilt Village hall on Wednesday November 11.

Speaker for the evening was the Honorable Michael 
Shaw who gave a wonderful talk about slate quarrying in 
Argyll and the history surrounding this way of life . 

Everyone who attended enjoyed an informative evening. 
Hostesses were the committee members and a range of 
baking was on offer on the sales table. 

The Honorable Michael Shaw was thanked for a fasci-
nating evening.

ARISAIG villagers suffered the wettest November this 
century, with just more than eight inches of rainfall last 
month. The average daily temperature ranged from 5.8°C 
to 10.6°C , both normal for November. 

The coldest night was 0°C and the hottest day was 18°C. 

NINE members have been selected for the new Broadford 
and Strath Community Council following an election. 

Hermione Lamond, Alistair McPherson, Norma 
Morrison, Joan Robertson, James Phimister, Liz 
Partrige, Linda Armstrong, Calum MacLeod and Willie 
MacDonald will form the new council. 

The result came from 537 postal votes, 43.4 per cent of 
the electorate. 

THE CHAIRMAN of Ballachulish Community Company 
has stepped down, along with two directors. 

Laurence Young has given up his seat at the head of the 
table after 12 years on the board.  

Directors Simon Ingram and Michael Chisholm have 
also stepped down as directors, to be replaced by Angus 
Joseph MacInnes and Morgan Smith.

Mike Smith of the community company thanked the 
retiring members for their hard work over the years. 

THE DECEMBER meeting of Lochaber Natural History 
Society will be held on Monday night (December 14).

This month’s talk will be ‘My Hill Days - Munro Bagger 
or Naturalist’ by Pete Gordon, Highland coordinator for 
the British Trust for Ornithology, beginning at 7.40pm in 
the Alexandra Hotel, Fort William. 

ABRIDGED minutes of 
the new Spean Bridge, 
Roy Bride and Achnacarry 
Community Council, held 
on Tuesday December 1 
at Spean Bridge Primary 
School. 

The meeting was opened 
by councillor Ben Thomp-
son, Highland Council’s 
nominated representative, 
who asked for nominations 
for community council 
roles. 

John Fotheringham was 
reappointed as chairman 
and Brian Donald was 
re-elected as treasurer 
as there were no other 
nominations. There were 
no nominations for secre-
tary so Mr Fotheringham 
agreed to act in this role 
as well as chairman until a 
permanent solution could 
be found. 

There will be no vice 
chairman due to the small 
number of members.

It was unanimously 
agreed that Sara Bellshaw 
be co-opted to the commu-
nity council. Sara was wel-
comed to the community 
council and it was hoped 
she might prove a catalyst 
to persuade others to fill 
the final two vacancies. 

Matters arising: 
 BEAR and Transport 

Scotland – Mr Fothering-
ham reported that he had 

attended Dave Thompson 
MSP’s surgery on Friday 
November 27 to ascertain 
progress on the outstand-
ing matters relating to the 
A82. 

The MSP had apologised 
for not replying to an 
original request due to a 
clerical error in his office, 
but promised that he 
would contact Transport 
Scotland as originally 
agreed. 

Mr Fotheringham had 
asked Bob Mitchell [of 
Transport Scotland] 
directly and had received 
an assurance that infilling 
of the ditches on the A82 
at Aonachan Crossroads 
would begin during 
the winter months. He 
also reported essential 
carriageway repairs on 
the A82 at Laggan Swing 
Bridge on December 8 and 
9. Highland councillors 
also informed the meeting 
of  other A82 roadworks 
at Invermoriston and 
Dochfour, scheduled for 
December 14. Representa-
tions by Alan Robinson 
to Transport Scotland 
about the traffic entering 
and leaving Ferguson 
Transport were reported, 
and it was agreed that the 
chairman should continue 
the dialogue with the par-
ties concerned to effect a 

solution. 
He was also asked to 

write to Bob Mitchell, who 
was moving from his post 
with Transport Scotland 
in anticipation of soon 
retiring, to thank him for 
his contribution to the im-
provements on the trunk 
roads in the area.

Vodafone rural open 
sure signal - Peter McIn-
tosh [member] said that 
the BT lines were being 
installed, but no timetable 
had been agreed for the 
Vodafone Installation.

Ben Thompson reported 
on a meeting he had 
attended with Vodafone 
following business 
complaints about poor 
reception. 

The only solution offered 
was a higher mast, but that 
had planning implications.

Highland Council – All 
requests concerning 
grit and bins had been 
fulfilled.  The potholes at 
Clunes had been infilled 
again. The chairman is 
still in dialogue with the 
road engineer concerning 
the visibility issues to 
the east of the Gairlochy 
triangle and resurfacing of 
the Kilmonivaig Cemetery 
Road. 

Commando memorial 
car park toilets - An 
application to the Ward 

12 [Caol and Mallaig] Dis-
cretionary Budget for 50 
per cent of the funding 
required for the feasibility 
study has been submitted, 
and Highlands and Islands 
Enterprise has agreed to 
match this funding. The 
Community SCIO has 
also agreed to submit 
the funding applications, 
oversee the project, and 
take ownership of the 
completed toilets. Brian 
Donald outlined the scope 
of the proposed feasibility 
study.

Stagecoach North of 
Scotland/Scottish Citylink 
- The chairman has contin-
ued to pursue this matter, 
but with little success. It is 
clear that Citylink’s public 
consultation was merely a 
cosmetic exercise and the 
timetable changes were 
agreed with their operator 
to maximise their revenue.

Other Scottish rural 
communities are equally 
angered by their actions.

Stagecoach North of 
Scotland, however, as a 
recipient of Highland 
Council Community 
Transport Funding is 
more vulnerable to public 
criticism, and its perfor-
mance will be monitored.

The next meeting will be 
held on Tuesday January 5 
2016. 

Morvern
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Taynuilt

Ballachulish

Arisaig

Broadford

Lochaber

Spean Bridge, Roy Bridge and Achnacarry

HEBRIDEAN produce was show-
cased across the Atlantic on St 
Andrew’s Day.

Harris Tweed. Abhainn Dearg 
whisky and Uig Lodge smoked salm-
on were among the Lewis-sourced 
products on show in New York on 
November 30. 

Holiday House, off Fifth Ave-
nue, was the venue for the Scot-
tish-themed event, decked out by 
New York designers James Rixner 
and Robert Passal. 

Hands-on science fun for pupils

Mr Rixner said: ‘The fabric we 
have been asked about all the time 
is Harris Tweed. The richness of 
colour is so striking that it stands 
out. It has been a pleasure to work 
with it.’ 

Brian Wilson, chairman of Harris 
Tweed Hebrides and former UK 
Trade Minister, added: ‘We are all 
working for the good of the island 
economy. New York has long been 
an important market for Harris 
Tweed and we know that, given the 
chance, there are other excellent 
products which could flourish here. 
This seemed like a good opportu-
nity to help them get their message 
across.’ 

DESIGNS ON SUCCESS: Hebridean 
produce was showcased at a St 

Andrew’s Day event in New York.

Hebridean produce showcased 
at USA St Andrew’s Day event
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Down
1 The thing (6)
2 Arouse interest (5)
3 Great person (4,3)
5 Famous (5)
6 City in Israel (3,4)
7 Concealing (6)
8 Sea fish with pink flesh (6,5)
14 Post carrier (7)
15 American grass (7)
16 Lacking in common sense (6)
17 Tribal leader (6)
19 American state (5)
21 Friends (5)

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION

Across
1 Cast doubt (6)
4 Draw (6)
9 Californian coniferous tree (7)
10 Greased (5)
11 Feudal lord (5)
12 Small goods carrier (7)
13 Has great ideas (11)
18 Bird speak online! (7)
20 Coffee type (5)
22 Address for annonymous delivery (2,3)
23 Lie (7)
24 Let it sink in (6)
25 Used in the manufacture of chalk (6)
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ALMOST 300 school pupils 
in Lochaber wowed crowds 
over three nights at this 
year’s Dance Platform.

From tiny tots to senior 
students, the youngsters 
showed off skills gained 
from dance classes running 
from the start of the school 
year, all gearing up to 
performances in Lochaber 
High School on November 
18, 19 and 20. 

Groups including 
Lochaber Gymnastics Club, 
Ballet West, ConnXion, Ben 
Nevis All Stars, Bunsgoil 
Keltica Dannsa and Nevis 
School of Highland Dancing 
performed. 

On the final night of 
Dance Platform, volunteer 
and co-organiser Sarah 
Gillanders was presented 
with the Highland Young 
Volunteer of the Year 
Award for her commitment, 
dedication and enthusiasm.

Sarah has been involved 
with Dance Platform since 
its inception, first as a 
participant, than as a dance 
leader and now organiser. 

Active Schools co-
ordinator Bridget Thomas 
said: ‘I’d like to express 
my thanks to the army of 
volunteers who contribute to 
the event in all sorts of ways 
and make Dance Platform 

LET’S DANCE: Hundreds of Lochaber youngsters took to the stage for this year’s Dance Platform. 

DEDICATION: Sarah Gillanders is presented with the Highland Young Volunteer of the Year Award 
for her commitment to Dance Platform, by Lochaber area leader Thomas MacLennan. 

Lochaber youngsters wow 
audience at dance festival 

CAPTAIN Bill Sturrock’s 
first novel True from 
Seaward dips into a 
lifetime’s memories of 
the sea. 

It is a remarkable book 
full of tales of his many 
experiences, from working 
on commercial vessels to 
yachts, an Atlantic passage 

and running a sailing 
school near Oban.

Interesting, humorous 
and insightful, True from 
Seaward is a refreshing 
reflection of years of 
seafaring experience told 
in Bill’s inimitable fashion. 

With stories from both 
the east and the west 

coast, in locations known 
to so many, the book 
will prove a delight to 
read and it is beautifully 
illustrated by sketches 
from the author himself 
and photographs from 
the Northern Lighthouse 
Board. Bill, 89, from 
Benderloch, hung up his 

proverbial sea boots when 
he was 82, but far from 
opting to take life a little 
easier, he took up the 
challenge of putting his 
memories down on paper 
and the result is True 
from Seaward. A work in 
progress for some time, 
its captivating content is 

Captain Bill makes a splash wi

Small Paws Rescue
Xmas Tombola

Saturday 12th December
Pets at Home (Oban) 10am to 4pm.

Lots of good prizes!
Please come and support our animals!

Reg charity number SC044301

Audiences 
of Puss in B

BOOS, cheers and hissing 
filled the Corran Halls last 
week as the spectacular Spot-
light Musical Theatre Group 
production of Puss in Boots 
took to the stage.

With large crowds for every  
show, and three of the five 

performances sold out, 
more than 1,000 people 
had great fun following 
the goings on in the vil-
lage of Muchrabbiting 
in the Glen.

such a success.  That they 
are too numerous to name 
shows the level of support; 
suffice it to say that the huge 
amount of time and energy 

given by others is what gives 
the event its community feel 
and makes it such a pleasure 
to be involved with.  

‘The number of high 

school groups expanded 
enormously this year, with 
some great new talent 
coming through.  It will be 
sad to lose the older pupils 

who are leaving the 
area, but the enthusiasm 
of those coming through 
makes me excited about 
the future of this event.’ 

The Friends of Crarae Gardens 
A Christmas Musical Evening 

with the Dalriada Singers
At Crarae Garden, Minard, 

by Inveraray
7 for 7.30pm Thursday 10th 

December
Admission £5 to include 

seasonal punch and mince pies
(Children free if accompanied 

by an adult)
Registered Charity no SCO33244

CHRISTMAS 
EXTRAVAGANZA

at the Bay
Great Western Hotel
Saturday, December 12th

11am - 4.30pm

Raffle and Collection for 
Oban Playpark

Away in a Manger
A Nativity Play 

and Carols
produced by Craig Lodge

at St Conan’s Kirk, 
Lochawe

Tuesday 15th December 
6pm

Refreshments/Donations 
welcome

OBAN AND LORN LIONS CLUB

SANTA
The Royal Hotel

Saturday December 12
11.00 - 3.00

Entry by Donation
Sale of Festive Goods:  Raffle:  Games

Event Supported by Oban Express

ROTARY CLUB 
OF OBAN

Charity Carol 
Concert
Corran Halls

Sunday, December 13
@ 3pm

Admission by Donation
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community-owned and run
Tel: 01631 562905  www.obanphoenix.com

Community Radio - 
your local radio station
Tune in to 103.3 or listen 
live at www.obanfm.com

For requests, competitions or questions please 
email: studio@obanfm.org.uk 
or call us on 01631 570057
MONDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 

Monday Morning With Andy and Stephen, 1100 Molly Black, 

1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Jim Edge, 1700 Drivetime With Danni 

Hay, 1900 Rosie’s Highland Fling, 2000 John McLuckie’s Show, 

2100 David Cullen

TUESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show ,1000 Ken 

Hunter, 1200 Memories are Made of This with Ken Hunter, 

1330 The Quiz with Danni Hay, 1500 Lesley Blair-Simmonds, 

1700 Drivetime with Jim Lynch, 1900 Sounds Scottish with  

Archie Cameron, 2000 Highest Praise with Stuart, 2100 Elaine 

Lamb, 2300 Northern Soul with Gordon Covey

WEDNESDAY: 0800 AM on FM, 0810 Breakfast Show, 0900 

Sound Scottish (repeat), 1000 Comfort Zone with Doug 

Carmichael, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Elaine Lamb, 1700 Drivetime 

with Campbell and Coll, 1900 Country Meets Rock with Len & 

Ken, 2100 Gordon’s Grooves

THURSDAY: 0800 Morning show, 1100 Molly’s Mix with Molly 

Black, 1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Gordon Covey, 1700 Drivetime 

with DJ Taz, 1900 Christine’s Collection, 2100 Ann’s Ceilidh, 

2200 Margo Till Midnight

FRIDAY: 0800 Jean Ainsley Breakfast Show, 1000 Teeny and 

Tiny Show,  1300 CLYDE 2, 1500 Weekend Warmup with 

Ian Blair-Simmonds, 1700 Drive Show with Jim Lynch, 1845 

Sports View, 1900 Country Meets Country with Jackie Craig, 

2000 Friday Night with Innes, 2100 TFI Friday with Jim Lawn

SATURDAY: 0900 Swingin’ Sixties, 1000 Saturday Morning Live 

with Linda Crosher, 1330 CLYDE 2, 1800 Sports View with the 

Dream Team, 1900 Marcus, 2000 Dave Lewis

SUNDAY: 0900 Sunday Morning with Breege, 1100 - 1400 

Allan, 1630 Archie Darling, 1800 Ken’s Friends with Ken 

Hunter, 1900 New Country Show with David Entwhistle, 2100 

Drum & Bass with Graham Scott

on

e 

Fri 11th – Thurs 17th December 2015
Black Mass (15)  143 mins
Fri, Mon: 22.00, Sat: 21.45, Sun: 20.30, 
Tue: 21.30, Wed: 21.35
The true story of Whitey Bulger, the brother of a state sena-
tor and the most infamous violent criminal in the history 
of South Boston, who became an FBI informant to take 
down a Mafi a family invading his turf. 

Bridge of Spies (12A)  161 mins
Fri, Sat, Mon, Wed: 16.15, Sun: 15.00, Tue & Thurs: 18.45
an American lawyer is recruited by the CIA during the Cold 
War to help rescue a pilot detained in the Soviet Union.

Brooklyn (12A)  132 mins
Sat: 17.45, Tues, Thurs: 16.15
Brooklyn is a romantic drama set in the 1950s in which a 
young woman on a visit to her native Ireland from New 
York must decide in which country and with which man 
she will spend the rest of her life.

Hotel Transylvania 2 (PG)  109 mins
Sat: 11.00 Sun: 12.15
The Drac Pack is back for an all-new monster comedy 
adventure in Sony Pictures Animation’s Hotel Transylvania 
2! Everything seems to be changing for the better at Hotel 
Transylvania... Dracula’s rigid monster-only hotel policy 
has fi nally relaxed, opening up its doors to human guests. 
Things are about to get batty!

Kids Club: The Santa Claus (U)  104 mins
Sat: 11.00
Children’s classic. When a man inadvertently kills Santa on 
Christmas Eve, he fi nds himself magically recruited to take 
his place. Kids just £4 - adults FREE!

Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force Awakens 

(12A) 156 Mins
Thu: 16.30
Midnight screening Thurs night…

SEE IT FIRST! 00.15am 

A continuation of the saga created by George Lucas set thirty 
years after Star Wars: Episode VI - Return of the Jedi (1983). 

3D version Thu: 19.45pm

Sunset Song (15)  133 mins
Fri, Mon, Wed: 21.15, Sat: 20.15, Sun: 19.00, Tue: 21.35
Based on the classic book. The daughter of a Scottish farm-
er comes of age in the early 1900s. Directed by Terence 
Davies. Stars Peter Mullan, Agyness Deyn, Kevin Guthrie.

The Dressmaker (12A)  138 mins
Fri, Mon, Wed: 18.45, Sat: 15.15, Sun, Tues 16.30
Based on Rosalie Ham’s best-selling novel. The Dressmaker 
is the story of femme fatale Tilly Dunnage who returns to 
her small home town in the country to right the wrongs 
of the past. A stylish drama with comic undertones about 
love, revenge and haute couture.

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - Part 2 (12A) 

160 mins
Sat: 13:15
After being symbolized as the “Mockingjay”, Katniss 
Everdeen and District 13 engage in an all-out revolution 
against the autocratic Capitol.

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay - 

Part 2 3D (12A)
Sun: 12:00

The Lady in the Van (12A)  124 mins
Sat: 13:00 Sun: 14.15, Mon, Wed: 16.30
A man forms an unexpected bond with a transient woman 
living in her car that’s parked in his driveway.

Victor Frankenstein (12A)  130 mins
Fri, Mon: 19.30, Sat: 19.15, Sun: 18.00, Tue: 19.00, 
Wed: 19.10, Thu: 21.35
James McAvoy and Daniel Radcliff e star in a dramatic and 
thrilling twist on legendary tale. Radical Scientist  Victor 
Frankenstein (McAvoy) and his equally brilliant protege Igor 
Strausman (Radcliff e) share a noble vision of aiding humanity 
through their ground-breaking research into immortality.

COMING SOON
The Good Dinosaur (PG) 2d & 3D
18th Dec
“The Good Dinosaur” asks the question: What if the aster-
oid that forever changed life on Earth missed the planet 
completely and giant dinosaurs never became extinct? In 
this epic journey into the world of dinosaurs, an Apato-
saurus named Arlo makes an unlikely human friend. While 
traveling through a harsh and mysterious landscape, Arlo 
learns the power of confronting his fears and discovers 
what he is truly capable of. 

Celtic rock group Skerryvore will 
return to Dalmally Community 
Centre on December 29 and to 
celebrate, The Oban Times is 
giving away two pairs of tickets! 
The group has been described 
as ‘the most promising young 

band in Scotland today’ by Mick 
MacNeil of Simple Minds. They 
played to sell-out crowds this 
year at their Decade celebration 
concert at Mossfi eld Stadium in 
Oban and Tiree Music Festival. 
Tickets for the Dalmally gig, 

which includes live music from 
support band Trail West, are £15 
and can be purchased from shops 
in the village, the Dalmally Post 
Offi  ce, Oban Music, Loch Awe 
Stores, Londis (Inveraray) and 
Brodies in Tyndrum. 

For your chance to win one of two pairs of tickets to see Skerryvore at Dalmally, simply answer this 
easy question, complete the entry form below and post it to The Oban Times, Skerryvore Comp,
PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. Entries must be received by Wednesday December 16, 2015.

Question: Skerryvore celebrated a special birthday this year. How many years 
has the band been together? a) 10 years b) 20 years c) 30 years 

Answer..........................................................................................................
Name ............................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................
........................................................ Postcode ..............................................
Telephone ....................................... Email ....................................................

From Wednesday December 23, 
2015 until Sunday January 17, 
2016, the ultimate adrenaline 
junkies’ playground, The 
IRN-BRU Carnival, is set to 
take over the SECC, Glasgow 

once again. The Carnival is 
Europe’s largest indoor funfair 
with more than 65 rides and 
attractions, including a brand 
new Inflatable play area. 
Visit www.irn-bru-carnival.com. 

As a special treat this Christmas, 
The Oban Times has teamed up 
with The IRN-BRU Carnival to 
off er readers the chance to win 
one of fi ve pairs of tickets to the 
ultimate festive day out. 

To enter, simply answer this easy question, complete the entry form below 
and post to Wyvex Media, Irn Bru Comp, PO Box 1, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HB. 
Entries must be received by Wednesday December 16, 2015.
Question: Which of the following is the correct name for a popular inflatable 
kids attraction? a) Bouncy House b) Bouncy Castle c) Bouncy Bungalow

Answer..........................................................................................................
Name ............................................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................................
........................................................ Postcode ..............................................
Telephone ....................................... Email ....................................................
Terms & Conditions: Over 18s only. Prize valid for one day only. Travel not included. The IRN-BRU Carnival reserves the right 
to refuse entry without explanation. The Editor’s decision is final. Photocopied entries will not be accepted. The winner may 
be asked to take part in publicity and may appear in a Wyvex Media publication and website. The competition is not open to 
Wyvex Media and associated company employees and their families. Digital subscribers can enter by printing this page and 
submitting their entry accompanied by a letter explaining that you are a digital subscriber. The closing date for entries is 
midnight, Wednesday December 16, 2015.

Val celebrates  
her big ideas...

HISTORICAL 
documentation and 
artefacts charting the 
history of Erskine 
Hospital, some of 
which lay hidden under 
floorboards and locked in 
a disused room for years, 
have been recovered and 
are now being formally 
catalogued by the 
University of Glasgow.

Artefacts, including 
woodworking tools and 
machinery from First 
World War prosthesis 
workshops, and images 
of limbless soldiers 
and nursing staff at the 
hospital dating back 
to 1916, have been 
uncovered. 

These valuable archives 
shed light on the work of 

Sir William MacEwen, 
a medical surgeon and 
professor at the University 
of Glasgow, who co-
founded the hospital 
for wounded soldiers 
in 1916 and pioneered 
what became known 
as the Erskine Leg, a 
revolutionary prosthetic 
limb which changed the 
world in prosthetics. ith fi rst novel at age of 89 

VAL Hamilton celebrat-
ed her life in art and the 
art of her former pupils 
at Friday’s meeting of 
Oban Art Society.

The Creatives, or 
‘Val’s Big Idea’ as it is 
also known, is a network 
of former Oban High 
School pupils whom 
she taught as principal 
teacher of art and de-
sign at the school during 
a career of more than 30 
years.

What began as an exhi-
bition of former pupils’ 
work to mark her retire-
ment has blossomed into 
a world-wide network 
of talent in a  variety 
of fields, including fine 
arts, design, fashion, ar-
chitecture, photography 
and education.

‘It is about helping 
people to recognise and 
realise their potential,’  
said Val. ‘You do get 
that, ‘I’m only from 
a small town called 
Oban’. So we set  the 
exhibition and that led 
to a database of people 
still in touch which is 
now a network.’

A graduate of  Glasgow 
School of Art  and a jew-
ellery designer, she has 
run her own jewellery  

Val Hamilton is passionate about helping people 
realise their artistic potential. 15_T50val01

business and been part 
of a craft shop and co 
operative but many 
people will know Val 
for the part she plays 
acting, designing and 
directing at Bender-

loch and North Connel 
Drama Club.

Members of the art 
society were treated 
to a slide show and a 
small sample of the 
former pupils’ work.

Archive sheds light on 
pioneering surgeon

cheer their approval 
Boots festive panto 

Panto director Stephen Day 
said: ‘From the feedback we have 
had people certainly enjoyed 
the performances – we had lots 
of booing, cheering and hissing 
throughout. 

‘The audience really do com-
plete the show  and give the ac-
tors something to react to which 
is essential.

‘Lots of children wanted to 
meet the good and the bad fair-
ies, especially at the end of the 
shows, and the actors were more 

than happy to go and meet them 
and have their photos  taken.

‘I love to make use of hand 
puppets in productions, and I was 
able to have eight or nine on the 
stage for a musical  number – and 
judging from the reactions from 
the kids, they loved them to.

‘It takes so many people to 
put on a show like this, 30 or 
so performers on the stage and 
there are at least another 20 to 
30 others in costume, hair, props, 
sets, painting, backstage, lights, 

sound, prompt, pyro – the list just 
goes on and on. Each and every 
person involved is a volunteer.

‘It is amazing what can be 
achieved with everyone working 
together.

‘On top of all the hard work, 
many of the cast were battling 
through heavy colds – they did a 
fantastic job despite this.’

Producer Louisa Hyde was 
praised by Stephen for pulling 
everything together for the pro-
duction.

sure to be well received 
by sailors and non sailors 
alike. Bill has already 
started on his second 
novel, which will expand 
on his vast experiences to 
allow everyone to enjoy 
more of his tales.  

Bill said: ‘I am delighted 
this book is now available 

and hope it will bring a 
lot of pleasure to many 
people.’ Son David, who 
runs his own charter 
business David Sturrock 
Yachting, said: ‘Dad was 
still doing trips with us 
when he was 82 and we’ve 
been encouraging him to 
write down all his stories 

that have been so much 
part of our lives. I’ve 
really enjoyed working 
with him to produce 
this book using modern 
technology and it’s a great 
achievement for him.’

Helped by his wife 
Ellen who typed up his 
hand-written sheets 

and by neighbour Liam 
MacLarich, who worked 
with him on editing the 
book, the paperback is 
now available on Amazon. 

True from Seaward is 
also available through 
CreateSpace eStore, ISBN 
978-1519415417, and in 
Kindle version.

Book festival sparks creative week
THE POWERFUL 
impact of literature 
was celebrated in the 
Western Isles as part of 
Book Week Scotland. 

Libraries across the 
Outer Hebrides focused 

on the theme of trans-
formation for the event, 
which took place last 
month.

But the week was not 
just for books and was 
aimed at encouraging 

everyone to tap into 
their creative side, with 
workshops including 
paint-a-pot sessions, 
bookmark making and 
storytelling being held 
too.
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ICE TO SEE YOU: The Winter Festival’s mascot meets Mrs Snowman, 
Lori Silven and Gaia Silven at the Tartan Dash. 17_t49tartandash06

OLAF AND THE GIRLS: The fastest girls, from left to right, Claire Beckett; Fiona Dally 
and Lucy Girling with the winter festival mascot. 17_t49tartandash03

WINNERS: From left to right, third place, Simon Beckett from Glasgow; fi rst place, 
Tom Smith and his trusty companion from Connel and second place, Craig MacNiven 

from Oban. 17_t49tartandash02

WINNER: Tom Smith receives his fi rst place trophy from the coolest 
snowman in Oban at the Tartan Dash. 17_t49tartandash04

JUNIORS: From left to right, Sam Dod, 9; 
Innes Fraser, 6; Calean Dairon, 8; and at 

the back, Lesley Fraser.17_t49tartandash05

Susan Simpson, Bill Harvey and Tracey France, supporters of the charity 
SIMBA. 15_T45sims03

 Cousins Rhys Chamberlain and Eilidh  
Cameron tuck into a big bucket of 

popcorn.15_T45simb02

Getting ready to sing along at the cinema. 15_T45simb01

Oban Distillery’s Cask 
Room was the setting 
for a food and craft 
fair during the second 
Saturday of the winter 
festival.

If the Marx Brothers ever 
decided to form a pipe band 
and then fell into a couple 
of vats of paint on their way 
to the performance, The 
Absurdist Pipe Band would 
be the product. They’re 
brilliant, and that’s not just 
the colour of their hair. 
15_T49craf01

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives and 
friends from 
Penny 
MacPhail, 
Oban.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
Etive and Henry Black 
are not sending 
cards this year. 
They wish all 
friends a Very
Merry Christmas 
and a 
Prosperous 
New Year

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
Wishing all my

family,friends & 

neighbours a 

Merry Christmas 

and Happy New 

Year. From Liz 

Butler, Oban.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all our relatives and 
friends and thanks 
for your support 
over the last year.
Duncan and 
Rosemary 
MacIntyre, 
Kilmore.

Annie and 
Iain Clark, 
Glenshellach 
Farm would like 
to wish all our 
family, friends, 
neighbours and 
Carers Direct, a 
Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

Merry 
Christmas & 
a happy 
New Year

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives, 
friends and 
neighbours.
From Isa 
Croarkin

Oban Phoenix  Cinema held a special sing-
along screening  of Disney’s Frozen during 
the Winter Festival to help raise funds for 
SIMBA,  the Simpson’s Memory Box Appeal, 
which supports parents and families after the 
loss of a baby.

If the Marx Brothers ever 
decided to form a pipe band 
and then fell into a couple 
of vats of paint on their way 
to the performance, The 
Absurdist Pipe Band would 
be the product. They’re 
brilliant, and that’s not just 
the colour of their hair. 
15_T49craf01
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The perfect ingredients for a Christmas 
celebration - mulled wine, Christmas songs 
being sung by a choir and chocolate . . . . 
. lots of chocolate.  No wonder then that 
every seat in the house was sold out at the 
Oban Chocolate Company’s Christmas 
extravaganza!

Sequence ladies’ choir. 
15_T49choc01

Kirsty Buchanan helps Sandra 
Yeregui and Becky Giesler choose 
some chocolates. 15_T49choc03

Edie Elliot, Alex Elliot 
and Ella MacKechnie. 
15_T49choc02

The Oban Chocolate Company 
was packed out for the Christ-
mas celebration on Saturday, 

November 28. 15_T49choc05

Oban Chocolate Company owner 
Helen MacKechnie, with choco-
lates, and team members, from 

left, Kirsty Buchanan, Solvejg 
Craig, Frankie Lanos and Helen 

Forteith. 15_T49choc04

The perfect ingredients for a 

Christmas celebration - mulled 

wine, Christmas songs being 

sung by a choir and chocolate 

. . . . . lots of chocolate.  No 

wonder then that every seat in 

the house was sold out at the 

Oban Chocolate Company’s 

Christmas extravaganza!

Oban’s Ashley Emslie sells Harris Tweed bags, 
which are made by her grandparents, Wilson 

and Grace Scott. 15_T49craf07

Jamie Peden and Philip Schmoelzer helped run 
the honey stall, selling the produce of beekeepers 

from North Connel to Seil.15_T49craf06

 Catherine and John Lee create Paradise Kitchen 
produce on the Isle of Seil 15_T49craf04

Iona MacLean, aged three-and-a-half, has her face 
painted by Linzi Doodles.15_T49craf05

Ronni and Isobel Macdonald of Kilmore had a selection of 
Ronni’s chainsaw art on sale. 15_T49craf02

Merry Christmas 
and all good 
wishes for 2016. 
To all my friends 
from Molly 
Maclean, 
Craignure.

Barbara MacDougall, 
Fionnphort wishes her 
Mull and Oban friends 

a Happy Christmas 
and good fortune in 

the New Year.

SEASONS GREETINGS

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives and 
friends.
Tina Bell, 
Tobermory

Best Wishes to all our 
friends and relations.
From Mima and John 
McNab, Lochaline.

SEASONS GREETINGS

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
from Inger 
and Frtiz, 
Olsen, Fife.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
Nollaìg chridheil 
agus bliadhna 
mhath uŕ bho 
Josie agus 
Micheil

The perfect ingredients for a 

Christmas celebration - mulled 

wine, Christmas songs being 

sung by a choir and chocolate 

. . . . . lots of chocolate.  No 

wonder then that every seat in 

the house was sold out at the 

Oban Chocolate Company’s 

Christmas extravaganza!
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DANCERS: The girls, aged 12 to 20, fr
om Sinclair 

School of D
ance before they performed at the 

ceilid
h. 17_t49ceilid

h02

CENTRE STAGE: All eyes were 

on Robert Robertson during 

Skipinnish’s performance at the 

ceilidh. 17_t49ceilidh06

DANCE LIKE NOBODY’S WATCHING: Skipinnish get the crowd on 

their feet at the ceilidh. 17_t49ceilid
h08

The youth club made a mountain of cakes. 
15_T49youth03

The youth club kids, 
complete with their 

own snowman. 
15_T49youth01

Oban Youth Cafe ran a 
Frozen-themed cafe on 
the same morning that the 
town’s Phoenix Cinema, 
just across the road from 
them, held a special sing-
along screening of the hit 
Disney film.

The kitchen crew - Kevin Irvine, Kenny MacCorquin-
dale and Reid Barrow, who made some fantastic iced 

shortbread. 15_T49youth02

STARFISH: Masie and Duncan Shaw, from Taynuilt, look on as 

marine science student Jack Waldie, 21, tells them everything 

they need to know about starfi sh. 15_t49SAMS01

CRAFTS: Ivy Schneiderman gets hands on and helps the 

children create their very own works of art. 15_t49SAMS03.

SMILES: Dan Mulqueen, from North Connel, is full of glee as he 

tells both the children and their parents about the life cycle of 

a salmon.  15_t49SAMS04

STUDENTS at the Scottish 

Association for Marine 

Science (SAMS) at Dun-

staffnage got into the festive 

spirit and hosted their very 

own science festival. 

They created the exhibi-

tion as part of Oban Winter 

Festival and had a variety of 

tables set up where children 

could learn about the life 

cycle of salmon, play marine 

related games, hold and 

learn about starfish and 

create handmade objects out 

of fabric.
As added motivation, the 

students were being tested 

on their performance as part 

of their exams.

Annschka Miller, director 

and lecturer, said: ‘It gives 

the students a chance to 

show off their enthusiasm, 

rather than their knowledge.

‘We need to make sure that 

the next generation are com-

municating and passionate.’

OPERATION: Suzanne Purdon talks Connor MacLean, 5, from 

Seil, through an intense game of marine operation. 15_t49SAMS02.

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
To all my 
relatives and 
friends from 
Jim & Darlene 
Ramsay, PEI, 
Canada

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
from the Lord 
MacLean of 
Bentalla.

to all friends and 
neighbours. Hope 
2016 will be happy 
and healthy for you 

and yours. From 
Moira & Douglas

SEASONS GREETINGS

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all my 
relatives & 
Friends from 
Hamish 
MacMillan, 
Appin.

Maude MacColl, Isle 
of Mull, is not sending 

Christmas cards 
this year but wishes 
relatives and friends 
a Merry Xmas and 
peaceful New Year.

SEASONS GREETINGS
To friends and 
acquaintances we 

wish you all you 

wish yourself. 

With blessings 

and love.

Iain and Rena.

Merry 
Christmas & 
a happy 
New Year

PRIZES: Rosemary McC

standing in front of

17_
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CRACKIN’ CRAIC: The boys from Crackin’ Craic after they rocked the roof at the ceilidh. 17_t49ceilidh12

SIBLINGS: Niall and Claire Jordon pose 

after performing together at the ceilidh. 
17_t49ceilidh13

Maggie and Mara Dougall kept everyone’s 
teacups topped up.15_T49tea02Shona Campbell and Debbie Craig were having a great time.15_T49tea05

Everyone took to the fl oor with the help of teacher Magdalena.15_T49tea06

OBAN Guide Hall 

was the place for some 

fancy footwork on 

Saturday [November 

28] when  a Strictly 

Afternoon Tea Dance 

was held as part of the 

winter festival.

Graham and Janet Scott gave a 
demonstration while everyone 
stopped for tea and cakes. 
15_T49tea04

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all our 
relatives & 
Friends with 
love from 
Hector & 
Esther

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to all the good 
children. I’ll 
visit you soon!
Love S. Claus

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy 
New Year
to Sachy Wachy 
from yer ever 
lovin Anne.

to all our 

friends and 

neighbours 

from Eric & 

Vera Shaw, 

Taynuilt

Merry 
Christmas & 
a happy 
New Year

Merry Christmas 
& a Happy New Year
Ian and Moira MacInnes 
would like to wish their 
relatives, friends and 
neighbours, a very 
happy, healthy festive 
season. We will not 
be sending cards 
this year, but will be 
making a donation 
to Mary’s Meals - 
Glen Innes, Croft 
Road, Oban.

The Rev. Archie Lamont of 

Taynuilt would like to take this 

opportunity to thank relatives, 

friends and neighbours for 

the many kindnesses he has 

received over the past year and 

wishes them all God’s peace for 

Christmas and the New Year.

SEASONS GREETINGS

HELP: Oban Pipe Band get a helping hand from 

Skipinnish’s Angus and Mary Catherine. 17_t49ceilidh03

Coll and Margaret MacIntyre 

f their stall full of goodies. 

_t49ceilidh09

SOLO: Angus McColl shows 

why he’s won countless awards 

and performs at the ceilidh. 
17_t49ceilidh14

COMEDY: From left to right, Paul Sneddon, Kier McAllister, Mark Nelson 
and Scott Gibson backstage at the comedy night at the Corran Halls on the 

Friday night. 17_t49comedy01

VICTORIAN: Pianists Dennis Hardley, sitting at the piano, and Marek 
Kochmanski with the girls from the Victorian Tea. 17_t49victorian01

FROZEN: Eva Reeves gets her face painted from ‘Elsa’ at the Youth Café as 
part of the winter festival. 17_t49youthcafe01

CIRCUS ALBA: Will Borrell from Edinburgh performing outside the Haggis 
Festival. 17_t49fi re01
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BUSINESSpeople editor@obantimes.co.uk 

01631 568000

Get the best from your business
with help from Business Gateway.
Free, practical advice and support to help grow your business. Call your 
local office on 01546 605 459 or visit www.bgateway.com/argyllandbute

Business Gateway services are delivered by Local Authorities, Scottish Enterprise and Scottish Government with the support of associated partner organisations.

A BUSINESS which bottles and 
extracts water straight from Loch 
Ness was the official water supplier 
at one of the most iconic events in 
the whisky industry calendar.

Loch Ness Water provided its 
unique water for all the guests 
attending the Icons of Whisky 
Scotland event on December 4 at 
the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Edinburgh.

Icons of Whisky is the annual in-
dustry awards organised by Whisky 
Magazine, which recognise the best 
people and places in the whisky 
business around the world. 

The Icons involve regional heats 
to find the best companies in the 
leading whisky nations of the world, 
which then compete against each 
other for the overall Global Icons 
of Whisky of the world presented in 
London each spring. 

Managing director of Loch Ness 
Water, John Oag, said: ‘We were 
delighted to be the sole supplier of 
water at the event.’

A GAELIC music festival which 
tours the Highlands and Argyll has 
won a national award. 

The Blas festival, which runs for 
more than a week every September, 
picked up Best Event at the Scottish 
Gaelic Awards, run by Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig, in Glasgow. 

Arthur Cormack, chief executive 
of Blas organisers, Fèisean nan 
Gàidheal, said: ‘Fèisean nan Gàid-
heal was delighted to have been 
shortlisted in four categories at 
the Gaelic Awards. We have been 
working in partnership with the 
Highland Council for more than a 
decade to develop Blas and stage 
the festival. We are happy to have 
received this award and thank all 
the bodies who fund us, the local 
organisations that promote events 
in their own localities, High Life 
Highland, which organises the ed-
ucation programme and especially 
Donna Macrae, who is contracted 
to do the vast majority of prepara-
tory work for the festival each year.’

Free workshop to improve 
business skills this winter
WITH Argyll and Bute Council’s Business Gate-
way workshops proving popular this winter, any-
one looking to attend one of the free workshops 
in January is encouraged to book now to ensure 
they get a place.   

The ‘Pricing for Profit’ workshop running in 
Inveraray on January 27 is aimed at those already 
trading and looking to increase the profitability 
of their business. 

It will help businesses understand the different 
pricing strategies available to them, how to re-
view their costs, know  their break-even point and 
manage their profitability.  

The workshop will be delivered for Business 
Gateway by Alastair Kennedy of Lornal Ltd.

Alastair has more than 30 years’ business 
experience both in domestic and export markets 
working for a number of international businesses. 
He founded and ran his own food production 
business before starting Lornal Ltd, a specialist 
business consultancy, five years ago. 

Anyone thinking about starting their own busi-
ness should join the ‘Business Start-up’ workshop 
in Lochgilphead on January 13 and 14 to help 
develop their ideas into a practical and effective 
plan. 

The ‘Practical Basic Book-keeping’ workshop 
will run in Lochgilphead on January 28.  Those 
new to business and with little or no formal 
training in book-keeping will benefit from this 
workshop, which provides the starting point for 
good record keeping and understanding financial 
information. 

To book a place or to find out more about the 
full range of workshops, contact the Business 
Gateway team on 01546 604555 or email business.
gateway@argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

The workshop programme is part funded by the 
European Regional Development Fund under the 
European Structural Funds 2014-20 Programme. 

Get prepared for business

PLANNING for the unexpected is always good 
business practise but with the winter now here 
and the likelihood of bad weather increasing, 
Business Gateway is encouraging Argyll compa-
nies to be prepared.

All businesses face some element of disruption 
and many scenarios can be managed effectively if 
the business is well prepared. 

However, adverse weather brings with it a more 
unpredictable factor, creating situations that are 
harder to deal because of their changeable nature.  

Poor weather can have a serious impact, such 
as staff being unable to get into work, suppliers 
not being in a position to deliver important stock 
or a major power cut affecting the ability to 
keep trading. With proper contingency planning 
these situations can be managed and disruption 
lessened.

Many companies based in Argyll and Bute 
already face the kind of operational and distribu-
tion challenges that businesses elsewhere in the 
country don’t, so for that reason it is well worth 
businesses reviewing their existing plans.

Business Gateway has an online business guide 
that will help assess and minimise the risks facing 
a business.  

More detailed information and guidance 
is available at http://www.readyscotland.org/
my-business/keep-trading-advice-and-checklists

Alternatively talk to a business adviser about 
contingency planning by contacting the Business 
Gateway office on 01546 808363.

A CONNEL-based artist, who specialises 
in west coast landscapes, has recently 
celebrated one year in business. 

Jo Maclean launched Oban Artist in Oc-
tober last year whilst retaining her job at 
the Forestry Commission Scotland. With 
support from Business Gateway Argyll 
and Bute, Jo, a mum-of-two, is steadily 
building Oban Artist from her home. She 
said: ‘My work is a celebration of my move 
to Connel from just outside Glasgow. I 
spent most of my childhood holidays on 
the west coast where we were left all day to 
explore our surroundings. I then went to 
university, travelled the world and worked 
in various jobs but I always loved painting 
and it was always my dream to live on the 
west coast. 

‘After getting a job at the Forestry Com-
mission and marrying my husband, who 
is from Connel, I decided to set up the 
business and share my passion for the bold 
bright colours and coastline of the region 
by painting my local landscapes.’

THE ‘WORLD famous’ Harris 
Tweed Hebrides has teamed up 
with the Scottish Football Associa-
tion (FA) to create a bespoke range 
of clothing and accessories.

The Outer Hebrides company, 
which exports to 60 countries, was 
commissioned by the Scottish FA to 
produce the range, which combines 
the dark blue of the Scotland strip 
with the sky blue of the Saltire, 
alongside Edinburgh’s Walker 
Slater.

Brian Wilson, chairman of Harris 
Tweed Hebrides, said:  ‘It’s a great 
partnership which links the nation-
al team to Scotland’s most iconic 
fabric. The idea was to produce 
something both Scottish and stylish 
which works both for players and 
supporters.’

National coach Gordon Strachan 
and the Scotland squad have been 
fitted out with their official Harris 
Tweed jackets. He said: ‘The Scot-
land fans arrive at games dressed 
for the occasion and now we will be 
able to do the same, through Harris 
Tweed. It is really smart and it will 
help bring us all together, players 
and fans.’

Right: Left to right, Cindy 
Cosgrove of Fuze, who 
helped organise Ide-

as Week, Nikki MacKinnon 
of Lochaber Chamber 

of Commerce and artist 
Richard Bracken of Room 
13, with the ‘Scrapheap 

Challenge’ entry from BSW 
Sawmills.

AVALON hairdressing has done it 
again...but this time it was a show 
stopping success for all the staff 
who made it to the Scottish Hair 
and Beauty Awards.

The Albany Street business makes 
its customers feel special and in 
return they voted in force - for the 
second year running. 

After winning Hair Salon of the 
Year - North West 2015, salon 
owner and hairdresser Jackie Den 
Heijer said: ‘I would like to send 
out a massive ‘thank you’ to my epic 
team and our world class clients.

‘I know I bang on all the time 
about how much all of your support 
means to us but there really are no 
words to truly describe how much it 
is appreciated. 

‘Without each and every one of 
you none of this would be a reality.’

Jackie and her team gathered at 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow 
on November 29 for a star-studded 
evening in recognition of the best in 
the industry.

The public had voted for their 
favourite hair and beauty profes-
sionals and the awards attracted 
thousands of nominations.

The awards also helped to raise 
around £1000 for official charity 
partner The Well Foundation.

Harris Tweed 
teams up with 
Scottish FA

Wild west tamed by Oban salon

Carol Young, left, presents Avalon’s Jackie Den Heijer  and Ian Den Heijer with the Hair Salon of the Year - North West award.

HONOURED: Loch Ness Water 
managing Director John Oag. 

Loch Ness 
Water awards 
honour

Gaelic music 
festival wins 
top awardPicture perfect 

for Connel artist

THIS year’s Lochaber Ideas Week was the 
most successful to date, with around 1,000 
participants attending the diverse programme 
of events.

Organised by Lochaber Chamber of 
Commerce, the four-day event was launched on 
Monday November 23. 

Throughout the week, residents met for 
workshops and discussions with emphasise on 
improving the community.

The Charles Kennedy Memorial Lecture was 
held on the final day of the event, delivered 
by the late member of parliament’s long-time 
friend, Baron Wallace of Tankerness, who 
spoke of the impact that growing up in the 
Highlands had on Mr Kennedy and how he 
encouraged young people to be more involved 
in politics.

This was followed by the sell-out Ideas Week 
dinner and awards ceremony in the Alexandra 
Hotel, where not only was winner of the 

‘Dragon’s Glen’ announced, but awards given to 
Best Lochaber Business, Local Hero and Best 
Small Business.

Best Business went to Ferguson Transport 
and Shipping. Local Hero for contribution to 
Lochaber Business was awarded to Marian 
Austin, formerly managing director of Nevis 
Range and Best Small Business was given to 
Westword community magazine and editor 
Ann Martin collected the prize.

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce chairman 
Bruno Berardelli said: ‘It is true to say 
that Ideas Week was tailored to address the 
needs of every sector of local business and this 
has been reflected on the numbers who have 
attended the events. 

‘I am delighted not only by the turnout, but 
also the organisation and high calibre of all 
the events, which we know will have benefited 
Lochaber businesses and continue to increase 
attendance in years to come.’

Award winners, left to right, Business of 
the Year, Ferguson Transport, collected 

by Leslie Innes; Local Hero, Marian Austin 
and Small Business of the Year; Ann Martin 

of Westword community newspaper. 

Competitors who took part in the ‘Dragon’s Glen’ competition. 

Lochaber Chamber of Commerce chairman, 
Bruno Berardelli, left, with Baron Wallace. 

Photographs by Iain Ferguson, 
The Write Image.

Getting down to business in 
Lochaber with ideas week   
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Farming

- Government 

Feed-in-Tariff 

- Made in Britain

- High wind sites 

(wind class I & II)

- Diffi  cult to access 

locations

- Tilt-up & 

Monopole towers 

(18, 22, 24, & 30m)

- Own or Rental 

options

- Remote Monitoring 

& Service

Contact us now 01302 320173
sales@harbonwindturbines.co.uk
www.harbonwindturbines.co.uk
Gordon Street |Doncaster | DN1 1RS

Made in the UK for Farms & Businesses

Lower Energy Bills

Lower Carbon Footprint

POWERING 
THE FUTURE

Market reports  
DALMALLY

Dalmally puts on Christmas cracker 
for packed ringside
A RECORD entry of 573 cattle and 980 lambs and sheep were 
entered as United Auctions held its annual Christmas show 
and sale last Saturday at Dalmally.
Buyers and sellers came from near and far for this sale of store 
cattle, suckled calves, breeding and feeding cattle, and all 
classes of sheep.  
Judging among the various classes was in the capable hands 
of Andrew Cruickshank, South View, Keith and his awards are 
as follows:  
Suckled male calf: 1 and 2, Messrs MacKenzie, Tullochcan; 3, G 
and I MacTaggart, 16 Carnoch. 
Suckled female calf: 1, 2 and 3, Messrs MacKenzie, Tullochcan. 
Store male cattle:  1 Messrs MacInnes, Ruaig, Tiree, 2 Mr D E 
Morrison, Ruaidheabhal, 3 Mr I R Morrison, 13 Eoligarry, Barra. 
Champion animal: Messrs MacInnes, Ruaig £1,350 to W Cam-
eron, Burnside.  Reserve:  Messrs MacKenzie, suckled male calf.  
Averages failed to reach last year’s exceptionally high values, 
nevertheless all calves and store cattle sold to a packed ring-
side of buyers. Buyers were selective for breeding stock and all 
classes of sheep sold at current levels.
Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Bullocks:
AAx: £1,250 (2) – 13 Eoligarry, Barra: £1,110 – 10 Eoligarry, Barra: 
£1,090 (5) and £1,070 – Moleigh Farm: £1,050 (5) – Point Farm.
BSH: £710(7) – Glenbeg: £710(5) – Ashgrove.
BRBx: £1,350 – Ruaig, Tiree.
CHARx: £820 –Moleigh Farm.
GAL: £450 – Ulva Farm, Mull.
HERx: £620(3) – Laggan Farms
HIGH: £460(2) – Innishewan Farms.
LIMx: £1,270(2) – 13 Eoligarry, Barra: £1,190 – Barbreck Farm, 
Lochgilphead: £1,190 – Ruaidheabhal: £1,160 (4) – Moleigh 
Farm: £1,140, £1,100 (2) – 10 Eoligarry, Barra: £940 – Balliemean-
och, Lochgilphead: £910 – Ardmaleish.
LUING: £710 – Laggan (M Charlton).
SALx: £840 (4) – Point Farm.
SHOx: £1,270 – 10 Eoligarry, Barra.
SIMx: £1,230 – Ruaidheabhal : £1,110 (2), £1,070, £1,030 (2), £980 
and £960 – Moleigh Farm.
Heifers:
AAx: £1,000 and £950 – Barndromin .
BRBx: £660 – 19 East Hynish, Tiree.
CHARx: £780 (6) – Ardmaleish : £660 – Arileod, Coll.
HERx: £980 (3), £900 (2), £830 (3), £820 (2) – Clachan, Tiree.
LIMx: £860 – Glenfeochan Estate : £770 – Tullochcan.
LUING: £620 (2) – Kiloran Farmers, Colonsay.
SIMx: £700 – Pitcastle Estate : £650 – Cairnbaan, Benderloch.
Top prices per kilo:
Bullocks:
AAx: 291p (3) – Dalvuie, Ledaig : 248p (2) – Otter Estate : 243p 
(5) – Point Farm : 240p – 10 Eoligarry, Barra: 238p – 238p (6) – 
123 Craigston, Barra : 230p – 19 East Hynish, Tiree.
BSHx: 224p (6) – Glenbeg Farm.
BRBx: 248p – 3 Balevullin, Tiree : 243p – Ruaig, Tiree.
CHARx: 264p (6) – Laggan Farms : 263p (3) – Ballygown : 262p 
(6) – Arileod, Coll : 250p – 7 White Gates.
GAL: 164p (2) – Ulva Farm, Mull.

ISLAY

Kilchiaran bullock tops Islay sale
UNITED Auctions held a sale of 514 suckled calves at Islay 
Auction Mart on Saturday November 28.  
Bullocks sold to a top price of £1,090 for Limousin cross from 
Kilchiaran whilst heifers sold to a top of £980 for Charolais 
crosses from Craigfad. 
Averages were back £67.30 per head on the year with Non-
Scotch Assured stock proving extremely hard to cash. A good 
following of regular buyers were in attendance.
Principal lots and prices:
Top prices per head:
Bullocks:
AAx: £1,030  and £940 – Octomore.
CHARx: £1,080 -  Craigfad.
HERx: £900 – Uiskentuie
LIMx:
£1090 – Kilchiaran: £1,080, £1,030 (3) and £1,000 – Uiskentuie: 
£1000 – Craigfad: £980 (3) and £940 – Uiskentuie: £930 – Kilchi-
aran: £910(4) – Uiskentuie: £900 – Lossit: £900 (2) – Kilchiaran.
SALx: £1,060 – Uiskentuie.
SIMx: £900 – Starchmill.
Heifers:
AAx: £850 –Octomore.
CHARx: £980 – Craigfad.
LIMx: £930 – Lossit: £930 – Craigfad: £920 – Kilchiaran: £880 
(6) – Uiskentuie: £870 and £840 – Kilchiaran.
SALx: £970 – Uiskentuie.
Top prices per kilo:
Bullocks:
AAx: 250p (23) and 237p (14) – Scarrabus.
BRBx: 256p (4) – Knocklearach : 253p – Blackpark : 252p, 240p 
and 230p – Knocklearach.
CHARx: 255p (3) and 230p (3) – Ballinaby.
LIMx: 274p – Woodend: 253p (3) – Blackpark: 252p (4) – Knock-
learach: 251p (9) – Kilbride: 246p (10) – Knocklearach: 245p (4) 
– Kilbride: 242p (3) – Carrabus: 240p (5) – Woodend: 240p (13) – 
Knocklearach: 236p – Pairc A Chlassan: 234p (2) – Kintra: 234p 
- Kilchiaran: 230p (3) – Woodend: 230p (10) – Knocklearach.
SIMx: 248p(2) – Kilbride: 246p – Corrary.
Heifers:
BRBx: 233p (3) and 229p – Knocklearach.
CHARx: 228p – Carrabus: 227p (6) –Ballinaby.
LIMx: 235p (15) and 231p (2) – Kilbride : 229p (12) – Knocklear-
ach : 222p – Pairc A Chlassan: 222p (8) – Knocklearach.

AN OBAN student has scooped an 
award during his first year agricultural 
degree course.

Ruairidh MacKinnon, aged 20, was 
awarded the Malcolm Cup for the best 
first year student in farm mechanisa-
tion.

He was educated at Rockfield 

primary and Oban high schools, and 
did a two-year modern apprenticeship 
with Donald and James MacGillivray 
at Pennygown Farm on Mull before 
entering college.

Ruairidh is undertaking a four-year 
degree course in agriculture at SRUC 
Ayr campus.

Ruairidh with the Malcolm Cup for farm mechanisation.

Award for Oban’s Ruairidh

Crofting register reaches milestone
A CROFT in Shetland has become the 2,000th croft 
to be registered by Registers of Scotland (RoS) on 
the online crofting register.

It joins the 200th common grazing, a shared area 
of community land in Assynt, registered in late No-
vember.

Introduced in 2012, the Crofting Register is the first 
official register to give crofters legal certainty over 
their crofts.

Crofting minister Aileen McLeod said: ‘The Scot-
tish Government is doing all that it can to support a 
vibrant future for crofting and this fantastic milestone 
registration is great news for the sector.

‘Crofting is vital to rural communities, economy 
and the environment, particularly in Scotland’s 
remote and fragile areas. Last year it generated an 
estimated revenue of almost £86 million, and I hope 
that more of our 18,000 crofters will be encouraged 
to register, in order to safeguard the industry for 
future generations.’

Janet Egdell, operations director at RoS, said: 
‘There are around 18,000 crofts in Scotland, so reach-
ing the 2,000th registration in such a short timeframe 
is a remarkable achievement, especially as it comes 
less than a year after we registered the 1,000th croft. 
I’m particularly pleased to see how many neighbours 
and townships are working together to facilitate the 
registration of their land.’

Crofting Commission chief executive Catriona 
Maclean said: ‘This is another significant milestone 
for the crofting register. To have reached 2,000 reg-
istered crofts and 200 registered common grazings is 
a notable achievement in the safeguarding of crofting 
for generations to come. The commission continues 
to work closely with RoS, crofters and grazings 
committees to ensure the registration process is as 
smooth as possible.’Crofting - vital to many remote rural communities.

HERx: 218p (3) – Laggan Farms.
HIGH: 180p – Innishewan Farms.
LIMx: 276p (2) – Tullochcan: 271p – 13 Eoligarry, Barra: 265p 
– Otter Estate: 265p – 10 Eoligarry, Barra: 262p – Feringa 
Farming, Coll: 260p – 10 Eoligarry, Barra: 256p (3) – Ellary 
Farms : 256p – 2 Keil Crofts: 255p – 10 Eoligarry: 252p – 2 Keil 
Crofts: 251p (3) – Otter Estate: 251p (2) and 250p – Tullochcan: 
247p – Barbreck Farm, Lochgilphead: 246p (3) – 10 Eoligarry: 
245p – 2 Keil Crofts: 245p (2) – 10 Eoligarry: 244p (5) – Ellary 
Farms : 244p – 16 Carnoch: 244p – Tigh Na Cille, Kirkton: 243p 
(3) – Otter Estates: 241p – 85 Borve, Barra: 240p – 2 Keil Crofts: 
240p – 13 Eoligarry, Barra: 237p (4) – Ledcharrie: 237p (2) – Dal-
vuie: 237p (3) – 10 Eoligarry, Barra: 235p (3) – Ledcharrie: 234p 
(4) – Innisaig: 233p – 10 Eoligarry: 232p (8) – Stronacroibh, 
Lismore: 232p (4) – Moleigh Farm.
Luing: 186p – Bonawe Home Farm.
SALx: 252p – Arileod, Coll: 241p – Sonachan Farm: 238p – 123 
Craigston, Barra: 236p – 3 Balevullin, Tiree: 233p (4) – Point Farm.
SHOx: 227p – 85 Borve, Barra.
SIMx: 268p (2) – Brenchoille Farm: 257p – Barachander Farm: 
254p and 244p – Aulich: 243p – Brough Farm: 238p – Laggan 
Farms: 236p – Ashgrove: 236p – 16 Carnoch: 234p – Barachan-
der Farm.
Heifers:
AAx: 212p (3) – Glenfeochan Estate: 210p (4) – Machrins Farm, 
Colonsay: 203p (4) – Glenfeochan Estate: 203p (6) – Machrins 
Farms, Colonsay.
BSHx: 220p – Homefi eld Croft, Colonsay: 215p (3) – Knockderry.
BRBx: 266p – 19 East Hynish, Tiree.
CHARx: 238p (2) – Ballygown Farm: 235p (7) – Laggan Farms.
HERx: 206p (2) – Clachan, Tiree.

LIMx: 244p – Tullochcan: 237p (2) – 13 Eoligarry, Barra: 236p 
– Tullochcan: 235p – 10 Eoligarry, Barra: 234p (2) – Tullochcan: 
233p (5) – 10 Eoligarry: 231p – Feringa Farming, Coll: 229p (2) – 
Garraron and Melfort Farms: 228p and 227p – Feringa Farming, 
Coll: 224p (2) – 85 Borve, Barra: 220p (2) – 10 Eoligarry.
Luing: 221p – Laggan (M Charlton).
SALx: 248p (2)  - Sonnachan Farm: 233p – Myretonhill.
SIMx: 255p and 250p – Tullochmhor: 235p – Laggan Farms: 
220p (3) – Knockderry.
Cows and calves:
£800 – 7 Frobost, Uist: £700 – Dall Farm.
In-calf heifers:
£1,300(2) – Dall Farm.
In-calf cows:
£860, £830, £800 (2) – Pitcastle Estate.
Sheep:
Lambs:
SUFFx: £58 – Couston Farm 
TEXx: £58 – Lephinkill Farm : £56 – Ederline Estate.
Chev: £40.50 – Aulich
Cross: £47 – Lephinkill Farm.
BF: £52.50 – Drumachar Farm : £48 – Lephinkill Farm : £43 – 
Ederline Estate.
Ewes:
Cross: £52 – Glenshellach.
BF: £40 – Glenshellach : £38 – Ormsary Farmers : £35 – Glen-
shellach.(Suff X) £60.00; Dyke (BTex) £59.50; Grantsbank (Suff X) 
£59.00; East Buchanty (BTexX) £58.50; Lude (ChevX) £58.50; 
Craigbarnet Mains (Mule) £58.50; Neilston Cott (Chev) £57.00; 
Knocknaib (Mule) £57.00; Redburn (Mule) £56.00; Rhodders 
(BF) £53.50; Drumgask (BF) £47.00; Kinpurney (BF) £45.50.

A fi ne pen of Limousin cross bullocks at Saturday’s sale. 
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Argyll Homecare in partnership with NHS Highland & 
Argyll and Bute Council are launching a new initiative for 
the Mid Argyll area as part of the Integrated Care Fund
We are currently recruiting highly motivated 
individuals to join our team for this exciting new 
project.Working in collaboration with our colleagues 
in Health and Social Services, you will be able to 
work on your own and/or as part of a team providing 
care services across a range of clients. The role will 
involve being part of a set rota system.   

Position: Care at Home (x3)
Area: Lochgilphead/Ardrishaig
Full time: 35 hours per week (£8.00 per hour)

Previous care experience is highly desirable 
accompanied with an aptitude for delivering a high level 
of service.
Extensive training will be offered however 
a commitment and desire for ongoing training is also 
essential. 
Full driving licence essential.
Job share opportunities may also be available
All successful applicants will undergo full PVG checks.

Closing date for completed applications
24th December 2015

For further information and an application pack 
please telephone 01546 600333

Argyll HomeCareLOCHANDUBH KENNELS
Part-time help required in busy boarding 

kennel and cattery (horses and birds) 
weekends only, good rate of pay.  

Are you responsible, reliable, hardworking, 
enthusiastic, able to work alone in all 

weathers, training given, own transport 
essential.  

Contact Fiona 01631 720311.

Join the 8th largest newspaper in Scotland and its associated magazines, 

publications and digital media as you launch your new career in Scottish 

media.

Wyvex Media publishes The Oban Times, Argyllshire Advertiser, Campbeltown 
Courier and Arran Banner along with a host of holiday publications, beautifully 
illustrated maps, area directories and special community and business led 
supplements.
As we enter a new era, we are looking for a dynamic individual to join our 
fantastic team, who will engage with our customers in the communities that 
we serve and possess the skills and personality to be a conversation starter, 
good listener and creative thinker. 
Whilst experience in this fi eld is preferred, it is more important that the newest 
member of our team has drive, ambition, a positive attitude and the desire to 
learn, develop and advance in their career.
If this sounds like you then we would love to hear from you. We off er full 
training and support, excellent rates of pay, a pleasant working environment 
and all the benefi ts associated with a major employer in the West of Scotland.

A full driving licence is essential. Closing date: Friday 18th December.

In the fi rst instance, please email your CV 

to Fiona Bennett, HR Manager at 

fi ona@wyvexmedia.co.uk or call 

Nicky Murphy, Advertising Director (Designate) 

for an initial discussion on 01631 568000

Kick Start Your Career 
in Media Sales and Marketing
With the Oban Times Group of 
Newspapers and Special Publications

Vacancy:  1 x Full Time 
Freshwater Operative

Location:  Furnace Hatchery/Smolt Unit, near Inveraray, Argyll
Cooke Aquaculture Scotland is a leading company in the Scottish Salmon Industry 
producing exceptionally high quality products for an increasingly demanding mar-
ket. We have operations throughout Scotland, Cumbria and the Northern Isles of 
Orkney and Shetland, together; we pledge a strong dedication to achieving a sus-
tainable aquaculture industry.  

We are currently seeking candidates to take on the position of Freshwater Operative 
at our Furnace Hatchery/Smolt Unit.  As part of a small team, they will assist their 
colleagues in building strong key relationships and ensuring a safe working envi-
ronment for all. 

The Role:
The successful candidate will find themselves reportable to the Management Team 
for Furnace. 

Qualifications/Skills required but not essential as full training can be given: 
• At least 2 years’ experience working in an Aquaculture Recirculation Unit 
• Ability to participate in an Alarm Duty rota system
• Good understanding of the aquaculture industry 
• Candidate must be flexible with regard to hours worked, weekend working will be 
   required
• Be a good team player but have the ability to work alone when required
• Inter-personal and excellent communication skills
• Clean UK driving licence

The ideal candidate will be committed to achieving the best results in a challenging 
environment and delivering the highest standards of performance possible.  In re-
turn, we offer a highly competitive salary, employer pension contribution, company 
bonus scheme and salary sacrifice programmes. 

If you feel you have the necessary attributes to successfully fulfil this position and 
contribute to a progressive, results orientated company, then please send your 
covering letter and CV to vicci.laird@cookeaqua.com by 24 December 2015

REQUIRE

ASSISTANT SITE SUPERVISOR
Oban-based working throughout Argyll and Isles
Experience preferred but not essential as training 

can be given. CSCS card and driving license 
preferable. 

Salary subject to experience
CV’s to lil@mkmacleod.co.uk 

or MacLeod Construction Limited 
Kilmory Industrial Estate
Lochgilphed, PA31 8RU

ANDERSON BANKS
OFFICE ASSISTANT

We are seeking an enthusiastic, motivated 
full time office assistant to support our team 
in a very busy legal office. Duties will include 
typing (audio and copy), reception, estate 
agency and other general office duties. 
Good typing, computer skills and driving 
licence essential.  
Apply in writing to Anderson Banks, 22 
Argyll Square, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4AT 
or ssteward@andersonbanks.co.uk by 
Monday 21st December 2015.

QUALIFIED 
ELECTRICIAN 

REQUIRED 
immediate start 

available. 
Contact

Mob – 07771 732 925
Tel – 01631 565 812

e-mail – lorne@
waltonelectrical.plus.com

15 Airds Crescent | Oban 
Argyll | PA34 5SQ

norman macdonald - builders
New Houses for Sale 

in Tobermory

Exciting opportunity to purchase a newly built 
detached home.

Competitively priced 2 and 3 bedroomed 
homes available.

Prices from - 2 bedroomed  £165,000.00

 - 3 bedroomed £ 190,00.00

All enquiries to 01688 302065.

West Coast property service

Old Manse Guest House, Dalriach Road, Oban
• Award winning four star guest house.
• Tripadvisor certifi cate of Excellence.
• Stunning sea views.
• Peaceful landscaped garden.
• Fantastic lifestyle opportunity.
• Easily run by husband and wife team.
This beautifully restored detached Victorian villa off ers a highly successful 
business and fantastic lifestyle. Featured in Michelin, Lonely Planet and 
Rough Guide. Five en-suite guest rooms and separately accessed owners 
accommodation.  Sadly for sale after 11 years in current ownership.
For more information or to arrange a 

viewing contact www.eMoov.co.uk or 03339 393474
Guide Price 

£525,000 

WANTED
Professional family moving to Oban 
requires 3-4 bedroom property for 

long let in Oban or surrounding areas.
Contact: 07786 861266

Three bedroom 
house for rent in 

Oban, no DSS, 
ref required.

Landlord registration 
number 297916/130/01051.

Telephone 
01631 563303 or 

07802396183

Two bedroom 
house to rent in 
Oban, sorry no 
dss, reference 

required. 
Landlord reg no 

306628/130/02581. 

Telephone 
07920071627 or 
07920071626.

West Coast 
PROPERTY GUIDE

COMMENTING on the Help to Buy 
ISA launch, Mark Hayward, manag-
ing director, National Association of 
Estate Agents (NAEA), said:  ‘The Help 
to Buy ISA – announced during the 
chancellor’s March budget is a great 
initiative and will provide a boost to 
fi rst time buyers (FTBs) hoping to 
make the climb onto the property 
ladder. It seems as though FTBs 
are at the top of the government’s 
agenda following  the  further  help-
ful initiatives announced during the 
recent Autumn Statement – which 
means that we might fi nally begin 
to see FTBs cutting through the 
market.

‘Although the Help to Buy ISA 

is a starting point for FTBs and 
it will help them on the way to 
raising a deposit – there’s another 
major reason why FTBs are feeling 
pushed out of the market. This is 
the lack of housing, specifi cally 
‘aff ordable housing’ available to 
all house buyers - whether that be 
fi rst time buyers, all the way to last 
time buyers. In order to help FTBs 
fi nd their feet in the market in the 
long-term, the issue of supply needs 
to be addressed. George Osborne’s 
announcement that he’ll be build-
ing 200,000 new starter-homes is a 
good place to start, but until wheels 
are in motion, we just won’t see a 
substantial change for FTBs.’

First-time buyers will benefi t 
from Help to Buy ISA launch

LETTINGS         COMMERCIAL PROPERTY          SALE           PROPERTY REVIEWS           

PROPERTY NEWS           LOCAL ESTATE AGENTS 

UNIT MANAGER Required to compliment our existing skilled team
…………………………………………………………………………We also require NURSES

We also require CARE ASSISTANTS, experience not essential
Please contact the Louise Glasgow Home Manager

for application form or further information
Tel: 01631 720278

Qualified Reporter
Fort William office

Here at the Oban Times, the West Highlands’ best-selling weekly 
newspaper, we pride ourselves on producing quality grassroots journalism.

A vacancy has arisen for an ambitious reporter with plenty of ideas, 
energy and enthusiasm to be based in our Fort William office; someone 
who can really get under the skin of our communities to find the stories 
that will engage readers. Ideally you’ll have passed your NCTJ diploma 

exams, including shorthand. You must have a full current driving licence.

As digital plays an increasingly important part in our news coverage, 
ideally you will be confident in the use of social media and digital 

storytelling techniques.

In return, we’re offering a fantastic opportunity for a qualified reporter 
to join one of Scotland’s leading independent news publishers, with a 
salary and conditions that reflect this - private health care, enhanced 

pension, life assurance and financial assistance with relocation.

Please apply by email with full CV and 
contact details to ali@wyvexmedia.co.uk

Closing date: 8 January 2016.

To apply visit our website

Property Offi cer/Clerk of Works (Permanent)

£24,563 - £26,844 Mid Argyll Ref: CTF00999

☎ 01546 604334

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/jobs

Finance Assistant, Legal (Temporary – 6 months)
 Lochgilphead
Finance Assistant, Income (Temporary – 6 months)
 Lochgilphead
Salary £17,097 - £18,889 35 hours per week

To apply visit our website at www.acha.co.uk/recruitment 

If you cannot access the website please contact the recruitment team: 

Tel 01546 605917 or email recruitment@acha.co.uk 

Closing Date for both posts: 12 noon on Friday 18th December 2015.

ONLY 
£15

Subscribe to

SCOTS
Heritage Magazine

 01371 851868 
www.scotsheritagemagazine.com

Now the official magazine 

of the Standing Council 

of Scottish Chiefs, the 

new-look Scots Heritage 

magazine is an unbeatable 

read. With features on 

clans, genealogy, great 

Scots, the events which 

forged a nation, and 

a wealth of articles on 

Scottish history and 

culture, no other magazine 

is as successful at 

keeping Scots at home 

and abroad in touch with 

their heritage.

To subscribe to Scots 

Heritage call the 

subscriptions number, 

and post to the relevant 

address or visit the website 

and click on subscribe. 

It couldn’t be easier.

UK subscription: £15  

Worldwide subscription: £25
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CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

FIRST REGISTRATION 
OF COMMON GRAZINGS 

The Crofting Commission 
have registered the fol-
lowing Common Grazings 
on the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Vaul Common Grazings, 
Tiree

Registration Number: 
CG204

Ruaig Common Grazings, 
Tiree

Registration Number: 
CG205

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may appeal to the Scottish 
Land Court.  The appeal 
must be brought within 9 
months from the date of 
this advert and should be 
made directly to the Land 
Court.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home

CROFTING 
COMMISSION

COIMISEAN NA 
CROITEARACHD

DECROFTING 
APPLICATIONS 

A J Cameron
81 Portiuauirk, 
Ardnamurchan & Sunart
0.026 ha – Erection of 
house – amended access 
4.86.61840

H J MacAllister
Creaf Mhor, Colonsay
0.12 ha – Erection of cafe
4.86.61984

Comments can be made to 
the Crofting Commission 
by any member of the 
crofting community within 
the locality of the land, 
within 28 days of the date 
of this newspaper.

Crofting Commission, 
Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness 
IV3 8NW or info@crofting.
scotland.gov.uk

DECROFTING 
DIRECTION ISSUED

T & H Glen
Whitestone, Saddell & 
Skipness
0.185 ha - Site for a 
dwelling house 
4.86.58165
Conditions: 2, 3b, 4 & 8

Conditions

(2) To provide a site for a 
dwellinghouse 

(3) Complete enclosure of 
the land with a stock proof 
fence within 4 months of:

(b) the proposed 
development completion

(4) That fence shall be 
maintained in good 
order and repair by each 
successive owner or 
occupier of the land.

(8)  The Direction will expire 
3 months from the date 
of the Direction unless an 
application for registration 
of the making of the 
Direction is submitted 
before the expiry of that 
period.

Any person with an interest 
in the application may 
appeal against a decision 
to the Scottish Land Court 
within 42 days of the date 
of this advert.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Colette Mary Elizabeth 
Hart has registered the croft 
Port Appin (also known as 
Mathesons Croft), on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 18 August, 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2001.

First Registration 
of a Croft

David Cowan has 
registered their croft 
Croftintuime, Glen Orchy 
and Innishail on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.  
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 5th August 
2016.  Details of the 
registration can be found 
at www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home.  The croft 
registration number is 
A1375.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Miss Gwen Marjore 
MacTaggart has registered 
the croft 24b Carnach, 
Lismore & Appin, on the 
Crofting Register held by 
the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 26 August, 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2036.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Kirstie Cecilia 
Cameron-Sutcliffe has 
registered the croft 86 
Portuairk, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart, on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.  
Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 20th July 
2016.  Details of the 
registration can be found 
at www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/
register/home.  The croft 
registration number is 
C1257.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Mary Yule Macleod 
has registered the croft 3 
Uragaig (shares), Uragaig, 
Colonsay in the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 20 July 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C1809.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Robert Bennett has 
registered his croft 
14 Kilvaree, Kilvaree, 
Ardchattan & Muckairn 
in the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 2 July 2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C1791.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Miss Sarah Marie Cecilia 
(Morag) MacKintosh has 
registered South Corran, 
Kilmallie on the Crofting 
Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the 
Scottish Land Court by 2 
September, 2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2049.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Deirdre Frances 
Roberts has registered the 
croft, 3 Bracora  and Part 
Glasnacardoch, Glenelg on 
the Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 24 August, 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2030.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Mrs Christina Helen Grant 
has registered her croft 
Achavaich, East End, 
Kilfinichen & Kilvickeon, 
Isle of Iona (Reg No A0725) 
in the Crofting Register 
held by the Registers of 
Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 23 August 
2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/
home. The croft registration 
number is C2018.

First Registration 
of a Croft

Kenneth Stewart has 
registered their croft 140 
Kilmory, Ardnamurchan 
& Sunart on the Crofting 
Register held by Registers 
of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to 
challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish 
Land Court by 29 July 2016.

Details of the registration 
can be found at 
w w w.c ro f t s . ros .gov.uk /
register/home. The croft 
registration number is 
C1099.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDING AND CONSERVATION AREAS) (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

The applications listed below, along with plans and other documents submitted with 
them, may be examined between the hours of  9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday (excluding public holidays) at the SERVICE POINT, LOCHABER HOUSE, HIGH 
STREET, FORT WILLIAM, PH33 6EL and online at http://wam.highland.gov.uk 

Written comments should be made to the EPC at the contact details below within the 
time period indicated from the date of this notice.  Anyone making a representation 
about this proposal should note that their letter or email will be disclosed to any 
individual or body who requests sight of representations in respect of this proposal. 

Time period for comments is 14 days. For applications 15/04358/LBC & 15/04192/FUL,
time period ends on 11 January 2016.
ePlanning Centre, The Highland Council, Glenurquhart Road, INVERNESS IV3 5NX
Email: eplanning@highland.gov.uk

Reference Number

15/04031/FUL

15/04192/FUL

15/04216/FUL

15/04273/FUL

15/04300/PIP

15/04304/FUL

15/04358/LBC

Development  Address

Beatties Croft, Achnaha, 
Kilchoan, Acharacle

Glencoe House Hotel, 
Glencoe, Ballachulish

Volunteer Arms Inn, 
49 High Street, Fort William

Land 38m South of Ivy 
Cottage, South Laggan, 
Spean Bridge

Cross Cottage Croft Caravan 
Park, North Ballachulish, 
Onich

Coop and Post Office, Loan 
Fern, Ballachulish

Banavie Swing Bridge, 
Banavie, Fort William

Proposal Description

Erect replacement dwelling

Change of use from former stable 
block/ambulance station to 6no. 
cottages

External seating cafe

Alterations to caravan

Formation of 3 house plots and 
associated works

Change of use from shop to 
restaurant/hot food takeaway and 
small shop and installation of toilets

Construction of new inspection 
pontoon under/ adjacent to Banavie 
Swing Bridge, alterations and repairs 
to swing bridge piers, and general 
works to the swing bridge falling 
outside repairs and maintenance, 
repainting bridge

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 

(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2008 
Notice of Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) to be 
published in a local newspaper under regulation 7(2) 
James MacGillivray, Pennygown Farm], the prospective 
applicant, hereby gives notice of a Pre-Application Consultation 
(PAC) to be undertaken in advance of the submission of 
a planning application to Argyll and Bute Council for a 
prospective development comprising Proposed Motorhome/
Campsite Land adjacent to Pennygown, Glenforsa, Isle of Mull
Further information in respect of the prospective development 
may be obtained Contacting 
Norman Hickson, Landscape Architect. Planning & Building 
Design Consultant, The Barn Studio, Craignure, Isle of Mull. 
PA65 6AY Tel 01680812485. 
A public event which will include a presentation of the 
prospective development and opportunity or public discussion 
with the prospective applicant is to be held An Roth, Craignure 
17th. December 2015, between the hours of 6.30pm and 
8.30pm. 
Any persons wishing to submit comments should submit these 
to the prospective applicant at c/o The Barn Studio, Craignure, 
Isle of Mull. PA65 6AY, before 7th. January 2017
Persons submitting comments in response to Pre-
Application Consultation (PAC) are advised that 
comments submitted to the prospective applicant at this 
time are not representations to the planning authority; 
in the event that prospective applicant submits a formal 
application for planning permission then there would be 
an opportunity to submit representations to Argyll and 
Bute Council as the planning authority at that time. 

TRANSPORT SCOTLAND

THE A828 TRUNK ROAD (DUROR TO KENTALLEN) (40MPH AND 50MPH 
SPEED LIMIT) AND DUROR PRIMARY SCHOOL (PART-TIME 20MPH SPEED 
LIMIT) ORDER 2015
THE SCOTTISH MINISTERS give notice that they propose to make the 
above Order under section 84(1)(a) and (c) and 124(1)(d) of, and 
paragraph 27 of schedule 9 to, the Road Traffi c Regulation Act 1984(a) 
which will have the effect of imposing a 40mph and 50 mph and 
Part-Time 20mph speed reduction limit on the following lengths of road:
40mph Speed Limit
1.  That length of the A828 Connel – South Ballachulish Trunk Road at 

Duror from a point (at Ordnance Map coordinates 199632,755649) 
148 metres or thereby northeast of where the centre line of the 
A828 meets the extended centre line of the U123 Auchindarroch Road 
extending in a southwesterly direction to a point (at Ordnance Map 
coordinates 198601,754595) 300 metres or thereby southwest of 
where the centre line of the A828 meets the extended centre line 
of the U111 Cuil Bay Road, a distance of 1.537 kilometres or thereby.

2.  That length of the A828 Connel – South Ballachulish Trunk Road at 
Kentallen from a point (at Ordnance Map coordinates 201687, 758686) 
110 metres or thereby northeast of the extended southwest gable 
of the property known as Tigh na Mara extending in a southwesterly 
direction to a point (at Ordnance Map coordinates 201268, 758277) 
84 metres or thereby southwest of the extended southwest gable 
of Holly Tree Hotel, a distance of 600 metres or thereby.

50mph Speed Limit
3.  That length of the A828 Connel – South Ballachulish Trunk Road 

at Kentallen from a point (at Ordnance Map coordinates 201268, 
758277) 84 metres or thereby southwest of the extended southwest 
gable of the Holly Tree Hotel, Kentallen, extending in a southwesterly 
direction to a point (at Ordnance Map coordinates 199632, 755649) 
148 metres or thereby northeast of where the centre line of the 
A828 meets the extended centre line of the U123 Auchindarroch 
Road, Duror, a distance of 3.203 kilometres or thereby.

20mph Part-Time Speed Limit
4.  That length of the A828 Connel – South Ballachulish Trunk Road at 

Duror from a point (at Ordnance Map coordinates 198924, 754822) 
100 metres or thereby northeast of where the centre line of the A828 
meets the extended centre line of the U111 Cuil Bay Road extending 
in a southwesterly direction to a point (at Ordnance Map coordinates 
198761, 754718) 100 metres or thereby southwest of where the 
centre line of the A828 meets the extended centre line of the 
U111 Cuil Bay Road, a distance of 200 metres or thereby.

The 40mph and Part-Time 20mph speed restrictions are currently in 
operation by virtue of the A828 Trunk Road (Duror) (40mph Speed Limit) 
and Duror Primary School (Part-Time 20mph Speed Limit) Order 2007 
and the A828 Trunk Road (Kentallen) (40mph and 50mph Speed Limits) 
Order 2010 are not changed by anything in this Order.
The A828 Trunk Road (Duror) (40mph Speed Limit) and Duror Primary 
School (Part-Time 20mph Speed Limit) Order 2007 and the A828 Trunk 
Road (Kentallen) (40mph and 50mph Speed Limits) Order 2010 are 
revoked and the 40mph and Part-Time 20mph speed limits are 
replicated in this Order
Full details of the proposal are contained in the Order which, together with 
a plan showing the length of road involved and a statement of the Scottish 
Ministers’ reasons for proposing to make the Order, may be examined free 
of charge during normal business hours from Thursday 10th December 
2015 until Thursday 14th January 2016 at the offi ces of Transport 
Scotland, Buchanan House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow, G4 0HF; 
Kentallen and Duror Community Centre, Duror, Appin, Argyll, PH38 4BS 
and Ballachulish Post Offi ce, Park Road, Ballachulish, Argyll, PH49 4JS.
Any person wishing to object to the proposed Order should send details 
of the grounds for objection in writing to the Director of Trunk Road 
and Bus Operations, c/o Karl McAreavey, Transport Scotland, Buchanan 
House, 58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow, G4 0HF quoting reference 
NW/A828/KMC by Thursday 14th January 2016.
A copy of the Order and this Notice will be available on the Transport 
Scotland website at www.transportscotland.gov.uk/road/
road-and-traffi c-orders/traffi c-orders. 
D MORRISON
A member of the staff of the Scottish Ministers

Transport Scotland, Buchanan House, 

58 Port Dundas Road, Glasgow G4 0HF

PLANNING
These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected at Municipal Buildings Albany Street 

Oban PA34 4AW, Monday to Friday 9am to 12:30pm and 1:30pm to 5pm. On Wednesdays, the Customer Service Points will 

open at 10am. At the alternative locations detailed below or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. 

Written comments for the following list of applications should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. 

Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE 
(SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2013 REGULATION 20(1) ADVERT STATEMENT

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/02731/PP Erection of dwellinghouse and associated 
shed

Land South East of Sunny Brae Moss 
Isle of Tiree Argyll and Bute PA77 6UE 

Tiree Area Office

15/03143/PP Demolition of existing building comprising 
former bowling alley and erection of 81 
bedroom hotel, ancillary restaurant/bar 
and servicing, car parking and landscaping

Bowling Alley 56 Shore Street Oban 
Argyll and Bute PA34 4NT

Oban Area Office

15/03176/PP Installation of 2 no. service reservoirs and 
associated works.

Pennyfuir Sewage Works Dunollie Road 
Oban Argyll and Bute 

Oban Area Office

15/03211/PPP Site for the erection of dwellinghouse Garden Ground of Dean Cottage Bridge 
of Awe Taynuilt Argyll and Bute PA35 

Sub Post Office 
Taynuilt

15/03231/PP Erection of meteorological mast 83.35 
metres high for the temporary period of 
36 months

Anemometer Mast Land Approx 
900 Metres South of B840 Between 
Portsonachan  and Cladich Argyll 
and Bute 

Sub Post Office 
Dalmally

These applications listed below together with other related documents may be inspected between 09:00 -17:00hrs Monday to 

Friday at 1A Manse Lochgilphead Brae PA31 8RD, at the alternative locations detailed below during their normal opening times 

or by logging on to the Council’s website at www.argyll-bute.gov.uk. Written comments for the following list of applications 

should be made to the above address within 21 days of this advert. Please quote the reference number in any correspondence.

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (SCOTLAND) ACT 1997 (AS AMENDED), 
RELATED PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS)
(SCOTLAND) ACT 1997

Ref Proposal Site Address Location of Plans

15/03079/PP Change of use from (class 9) residential 
to (class 7) guesthouse and erection of 
extension

83 Frederick Crescent Port Ellen Isle of 
Islay Argyll and Bute PA42 7BG

Sub Post Office 
Port Ellen

Argyll and Bute council encourages planning applications to be made on-line through The Scottish Government website: 

https://eplanning.scotland.gov.uk 

The Council maintain a Register of planning applications which can be viewed during normal office hours at Planning and 

Regulatory Services, Central Validation Team, 1A Manse Brae, Lochgilphead PA31 8RD. 

A weekly list of applications can be viewed at the above address and at all Council Libraries.

Any letter of representation the Council receives is considered a public document and will be published on our website. 

Anonymous or marked confidential correspondence will not be considered.

To find out more about living and working
in argyll & bute visit us @

www.argyll-bute.gov.uk

Comhairle Earra-Ghàidheal agus Bhòid

Scottish 
Calendars 2016

ORDER ONLINE AT www.scottishcalendars.co.uk 
or call us on 01371 851 868 

Quoting coupon code CAL16PAPERS 

OR POST ALL ORDERS TO: 
Wyvex Media Limited, FREEPOST RTEY YUBG TYUB 

£11.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM

£7.95
including P&P

FROM
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TO PROMOTE 
YOUR NEW CAR 

DEALERSHIP 
PLEASE 

CALL: 01631 
568000

NEW CAR INDEX
S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

S & S Services
Old Bridge Road,

Tel.  01292 880080
  01292 880440

Gordon Motors
Uk Dealer Of The Year 2014
Comrie Rd, Crieff, 
Perthshire PH7 4BQ
Tel.  01764 652125
Delivery throughout the West
www.suzuki.co.uk/
gordonmotors

W.D. Semple
www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray Shore Street 
Tel.  01499 302150
Lochgilphead
Highbank Park 
Tel.  01546 606767
 01546 606272

Autovision
40 Harbour Road
Inverness
Tel. 01463 251500
www.scottishvauxhall.co.uk Dacia Sandero = from £5,995*

Dacia Sandero Stepway = from £8,395*

Dacia Duster = from £9,495*

Sandero shown is a Laureate 1.2 16V 75 from £7,995.
sandero Stepway shown is a Laureate TCe 90 from £9,795.

Duster shown is a Laureate dCi 110 4X2 from £12,995.
Metallic paint optional on Sandero/Duster at £470.

Logan MCV Estate = from £6,995

New and Pre-Reg 
Renaults and Dacias 
ready for immediate 

delivery

Scotland’s most established 
Renault dealer

NOW AVAILABLE
The New Dacia Range 
from £5,995*

USED CARS

65 Dacia Sandero Stepway Ambiance TCE, Blue, Delivery Miles ....£8,895

64 Dacia Logan Lauréate DCi estate, black, delivery mileage ......£10,350

14 Dacia Duster Laureate DCi 4x2, grey, 3100 miles....................£11,995

14 Renault Scenic Dyn, Energy DCi, 1.5, T/tom, Black, 

15,250 miles ..............................................................................£12,950

14 Ford Ka, Plain Red, 6600 miles.................................................£5,950

63 Skoda Octavia S, TDI Estate Silver 14,000 miles .....................£12,995

13 Dacia Sandero Ambiance DCi H/b, 5dr, Blue, 18,000 Miles .......£6,950

62/13 Renault Megane dyn, 1.6, coupe, silver, 13,000 miles ........£9,450

62 Renault scenic XMode DYN, T/T, DCi, Red, 41,000 Miles ...........£8,500

12 Renault Clio Exp +, 1.2, 3dr White, 18,250 miles.....................£5,750

61 Renault Clio Dyn, 1.2,  T/tom, 3Dr, Black, 17,350 miles............£5,995

61 Renault Wind roadster, GT line 1.6 convertible, black, 

58,000 miles ................................................................................£5,250

11 Renault Clio DYN, T/tom DCi Est 1.5, Blue, 52,500 miles ..........£6,250

11 Peugeot 308 Access SW HDi Est, 1.5 , Black, 46000 Miles ........£6,250

59 Ford Fiesta Titanium 1.6 3 dr blue, 67,000 miles......................£4,500

07 Kia Sorrento, X6 V6 Auto with gas conversion, Black, 68,000 Miles ... £4,650

56 Citreon Picasso 1.6DCi, silver, 44,000 miles..............................£2,250

COMMERCIALS

12 Renault Kangoo in White ................................................£5,500+VAT

11 Vauxhall Combo 1700 cdti, white, 61,000 miles .............£4,250+VAT

60 Vauxhall Vivara DCI Van ............................................. £7,000 plus VAT

08 Renault Master SWB, White............................................£6,000+VAT

04 Nissan Kubistar Diesel .............................................................£1,500

These are just a small selection of cars currently in our showrooms

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE TO VIEW A 

MORE COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF 

VEHICLES ON OFFER

Approved Renault Dealer

www.wdsemple.com
Inveraray - Shore Street. 

Tel: 01499 302150 Fax: 01499 302281

Lochgilphead - Highbank Park. 

Tel: 01546 606767 Fax: 01546 606272

FIND US 

WD Semple

DRIVETIMES      SAILING TIMES      GARAGES      CAR DEALERSHIPS      MOTORING NEWS

West Coast MOTORING TIMES
WHILE crashes caused by drink drivers are con-
tinuing to fall slightly, some drivers are still not 
getting the message about the dangers, especial-
ly men in their 20s who are still the most prolifi c 
off enders.

The number of crashes, where at least one driver 
was over the limit, dropped by 930 between 2010 
and 2013 (6,620 in 2010 and 5,690 in 2013) but the 
number of people killed in that kind of crash has 
remained at around the same level - 240 per year 
since 2010.

Almost 13 per cent of men aged between 20 and 
29, who were breathalysed after a crash in 2014, 
were over the legal drink-drive limit and another 
fi ve per cent had some alcohol in their system.

On average, almost 26 people are killed or 
seriously injured in drink drive crashes per week 

Young, male drivers still risking their lives and others by drink driving

Honda CRV 2.2 diesel

Tel 07880 315393

2010, very low mileage 

(47,000), full service history, 

full leather interior, tinted rear 

windows, sat nav, etc, etc.

£11,000

HONDA TRX500FES C/W TRAILER

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

2007 E/SHIFT FULLY 

SERVICED,NEW TYRES ETC. 

C/W LOGIC STOCK 

TRAILER,DELIVERY ARRANGED.

£3850 NO VAT

RENAULT MASTER MWB HIGH ROOF

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

006,ONLY 73,147 MILES,MOT’d 

till NOV.2016

FITTED TOWBAR,ORIGINAL 

OWNER,INTERIOR LINED.

£3,300+VAT

STOMP JUNIOR ATV

STODDARTS OF OBAN
01631 564176/07799692072

john.stoddarts@btconnect.com

SUITABLE FOR 10YRS UPWARDS
150CC 4 STROKE, SEMI AUTO 3 SPEED 
C/W REVERSE,
ELECTRIC START,CARRIERS FRONT 
AND REAR,
FULLY PREPARED ALL READY TO GO

£1,499 INC.VAT

Land Rover Freelander, 
2000 Sport TD

Tel 01631 564134/0796 9988837

2005, 4 new tyres, 

12 months MOT.

£4450

Toyota Aygo, Platinum, VVTi

Telephone 07786 864877

1litre, 2010, MOT Feb 
‘16, £20 annual road 
tax, 60+mpg, 46,000 
miles, Full Toyota 
Service History.

£3400 o.n.o.

Telephone: William 07730 130284 or 
email wlmotorhomes@outlook.com

WANTED
4x4’s, all makes and models, also 
light commercials, vans, pick-ups 
bought, high miles no problems, 

MOT or not, instant decision, same 
day payment.

Telephone 07767 302294 
or 01339 802522

WANTED
4x4s, Land Rover, double or 

single cab pickups, or any type of 
4x4, any year or condition, 

will collect.

MITSUBISHI LANCER SPORT 2005

Tel: 07516 803866

2 litre petrol, 64,000 miles, 

full years MOT, 4 new 

tyres, factory fi tted 10 CD 

multichanger, sports seats 

and momo steering wheel.  

Reliable car.

£1,450 

Telephone: 01250 884306
or mobile 07885 203020

WANTED
All types of 4 x 4 vehicles, Landrovers, 
Toyotas, Nissan, any 4x4 considered 

non-runners, failures, single or double 
cab and accident damaged, MOT 

failure, genuine people to deal with.

Telephone: 
07546 788945

WANTED
All types of 

good quality 
4 x 4 vehicles, 
Landrovers, 

Mitsubishi, Kia, 
Ford etc and all 4 
x 4 pickups, must 

be good condition 
and reasonable 
mileage.  Older 
4 x 4’s and non 
runners/MOT 

failures etc 
considered.  

Landrover Series 3 109 

For more info call 01852314267

2.6L petrol hardtop.  

1979 with only 

38,000 miles.  Mot 

08/16 Good runner.

£2800 

Mitsubishi L200 Animal

Tel: 01880 770225 / 07881 908556

4x4 Pick Up

MOT Sept 2016

£3600 

Citroen Berlingo Multispace Desire

Tel: 01546 603274

1.6 Turbo Diesel, 
Sept 2007 plate, Full 
service history, one 
owner from new, 
MOT till Sept 2016, 
Genuine 37,000 
miles, Towbar.

£3250 o.n.o. 

in Great Britain.
That means, between now and December 

25, another 66 people could end up opening 
presents in hospital beds or simply not at all after 
being involved in a drink-drive crash.

The safest thing to do is not to drink any alcohol 
at all if planning to get behind the wheel of a car 
or on a motorbike. 

This is why Brake, the road safety charity, is 
calling for a zero tolerance approach to alcohol 
and driving.

Gary Rae, director of communications and cam-
paigns for Brake, said: ‘Drink and drug driving 
remains one of the biggest causes of devastating 
road crashes; often young and inexperienced 
drivers and passengers are involved and fre-
quently they are the tragic victims. 

‘We must continue to send a clear message to all 
drivers, but especially young men, that drinking 
and driving is a lethal cocktail. 

‘It’s shocking to see how many crashes, many in-
volving deaths and serious injuries, have involved 
men in their 20s. 

‘We are calling on the UK government to intro-
duce a zero-tolerance drink-drive limit.’

Brake has produced a free, interactive e-learn-
ing resource to bust myths around drink and 
drug driving and convey the horrendous risks, 
particularly geared at young people. 

‘Sober up’ can be used by anyone who works 
with young people or drivers, including: driving 
instructors, teachers, youth workers, community 
leaders, employers and emergency services and 
road safety professionals.

Mitsubishi L200 Pickup

01852 300203  07771920621

2002 only 61,678 

miles alloy wheels. 

10 months M.O.T. 

Hard top, towbar 

and liner.

£3,490 + vat 
o.n.o.



 BABY EQUIPMENT
TRAVEL COT Mothercare 
travel cot with bassinet, vgc,  
£20 Telephone 01855 811952.

 BUILDING / DIY
FLEXIBLE DUCTING 5 
metres long,  £25 Telephone 
01389 762393 or 07519 
0203582².
HOT WATER FAN ASSISTED 
WARM Air fan assisted,  £70 
Telephone 01389 762393 or 
07519 020358².

PREMIUM TWIN WALL FLUE 
SYSTEM Solid fuel or gas, 
used for 6 months, perfect con-
dition. 3 x 5” 1m lengths with 
locking bands, 1 x 5” ceiling 
support and bracket, 1 x 5” roof 

bracket & 2 telescopic rods, 
1 x 5” H cowl.  (sorry, phone 
out of order last week),  £300 
Telephone 01586 552773. box

 CAR ACCESSORIES
DOG GUARD Universal dog 
guard. Mesh, fully adjustable 
in perfect condition,  £10 Tele-
phone 01866 822597.
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Gordon & Strathern Ltd
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Doors &  WindowsGarage Doors
GRP/Flat Roofs

Carports and Door canopies

 

Replacement Sealed Units 

Conservatories/Porches

TEL 01631 720074 or 07776402550

BLINDS

FIREWOOD

STOVES

MACQUEEN BROS LTD

Removals/Storage & Self Storage   
Full range of packing materials

We store boats, caravans, trailers etc    
Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll  PA34 4HG

Tel: (01631) 564848
www.macqueenbros.com

REMOVALS & STORAGE

MOBILITY

OBAN BLINDS

PAINTING & DECORATING

STATIONARY

MOBILE CRANE

Hand operated, heavy 
duty, 10ft high, can 
easily lift one tonne.

£135
Telephone 01389 762393 

or 07519 020358

CONTRACT CLEANING

Out of Your Hands 
One-off clean or contract services 

Fully insured, cleaning and 
property management 

company in Argyll.
Holiday property management 

including turn-around,
 maintenance and management.

For further information contact us on 07789685431
Out of Your Hands, 3 Hillfoot Street, Dunoon, 

KEY LOCKS & DIY

CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS

in a basket, 3 foot high, £5 
Telephone 01546 603654

 CLOTHES, SHOES 
AND ACCESSORIES
HARRIS WOOL SOCKS hand 
knitted, £5 per pair including 
postage, Mrs Mackay, 17 
Achmore, Isle of Lewis, HS2 
9DU

 DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES

BEKO UNDER COUNTER 
LARDER  Fridge, 18months 
old in excellent condition.  For 
sale due to kitchen redesign, 
includes all accessories and 
instruction booklet,  £75 Tele-
phone 01631 770268.

 FURNITURE
2 SINGLE DIVAN BEDS with 
drawers, excellent condition,  
only used in spare room. 
£99.99 for both or will sell 
separately Telephone 01631 
720449 or 07796 144663.
COMFY HIGH BACKED 2 
seater sofa, £10 Telephone 
01546 603654.
CORNER TV UNIT Rio corner 
TV unit from Argos, 3 months 
old,  £30 Telephone 01631 
564124 after 6pm.
DOUBLE DIVAN BED com-
plete with 10” deep luxury 
orthopaedic mattress.  New 
still in packaging.  Cost £399 
will accept £150, can deliver.  
Telephone 07555 644702².
FOLD UP DOUBLE BED 
moveable with headboard, 
over £200 new,  £50 Telephone 
01586 552439².
LEATHER SOFA 3 seat dark 
cream/biscuit good condition 
collection only,  £44 Telephone 
01546 602546.
PINE TABLE solid pine table, 
5ft x 3ft. Could deliver locally,  
£60 Telephone 07733 432644.
SINGLE SEAT and two seater 

sofa.  Both recline, beige in col-
our, vgc,  £150ono Telephone 
01546 602673.
SMALL LEATHER CHAIR 
small brown leather chair, 

use. Excellent condition,  £25 
Telephone 01880 740506.
TV STAND three glass shelves, 
metal legs, very good condition,  
£35 Telephone 01586 810183.
WRITING BUREAU with three 
drawers, nice piece of furniture 
in good condition,  £30 Tele-
phone 00855 831383.

 HEATING, FIRES 
AND FIREPLACES

PANEL HEATER Creda panel 
heater 1.25kw. 40” x 19” x 2”,  
£30 Telephone 07733 432644.
PANEL HEATERS 2 Dimplex 
panel heaters. Model PLX 1250 
TI. 1.25kw. 27” x 17” x 3.5”,  
£30 each Telephone 07733 
432644.

 HOBBIES AND 
CRAFTS

PEARLISED PAPER & CARD 
White, Blue & Pink colours 
in stock available in A3/A4/
A5 sizes, from 13p per sheet. 
Contact Krisp Print. Telephone 
01586 554975.

 HOME 
FURNISHINGS

3 WALL MOUNTED Plate 
Display Racks, gold metal, 
each holds 3 plates, £5 each 
or £10 for 2  Telephone 01546 
603654.
BED BASE double bed base 
very good condition,  £65 
Telephone 07721 868769.
MATTRESS good quality 
sprung double mattress, 
little used in excellent condition 
always used with mattress 
protector, very comfortable, 
£65 Telephone 07721 868769.

 KITCHEN AND 
BATHROOM

1½ BOWL stainless steel and 

lever tap, still in box,  £45ono 
Telephone 01631 720546.

 MAIL ORDER
SCOTTISH FIELD CALEN-
DARS, featuring spectacular 
photography of some of our 
most scenic lochs, rivers, 
beaches and mountains. 
Places include: Stirling, Fort 
William, Glencoe, Aberdeen, 
Isle of Skye, Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, Loch Lomond, Kelso, 
Aviemore, Forfar, Rum and 
Eigg, Shetland, Glentrool and 
Dryburgh. Always a popular 
gift for family and friends at 
home or abroad. Order on-line 
at www.scottishcalendars.
co.uk
OBAN TIMES WEST HIGH-
LAND CALENDAR, fabulous 
views of the West Highlands 
portrayed in this handy and 
conveniently sized calendar. 
Places include: Inveraray, 
Appin, Oban, Seil, Isle of 
Mull, Campbeltown, Tarbert, 
Machrihanish, Fort William.  

a gift. Order on-line at www.
scottishcalendars.co.uk

 MARINE 
ELECTRONICS

PERKINS 4 108 marine diesel 
engine 49SHP with Hurth 
2.5:1 gearbox refurbished in 
2008 and 110 Amp alternator 
new in 2010, recently removed 
from yacht in good working 
condition.  Offers invited.  
Telephone 01631 710132.
X3 SUPER WINCH power ca-
pacity approx 2 tons, with long 
remote control box and long 
wire rope with hook, in perfect 
working order,  £200ono Tele-
phone 07786 864877².

 MARINE UNDER 
£250

HORSESHOE LIFE BUOY(S) 
two buoys both with s/s hold-
ers. One brown in vg condition 

stained but useable,  £25 
Telephone 01866 822597.

 MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

CHANSON ACCORDION 
120 Bass, good condition,  
£450 Telephone 01631 
770386².
FLUTE ideal for beginners, 
choice of two; Blessing or 
Gemeinhardt, both used but 
good condition, with cases,  
£50 each Telephone 07486 
563719.
GUITAR Accustic guitar and 
case was £150 and £60 
pounds, hardly used,  £90 
Telephone 01631 563303.
GUITAR AMP 10 Watt, good 
condition,  £15 Telephone 
01631 570955.
KIDS GUITAR Valencia ¼ 
size kids classical guitar, 
includes carry case. Suitable 
for 5-10 years,  £15 Tele-
phone 01586 830619.

PROFESSIONAL DRUM 
KIT Premier APK5, black 
all Premier heavy duty 

cymbals 5 star super Zyn hi 
hats all new cases,  £580 
Telephone 01369 810226 or 
0777 6356195.

 OUTDOOR SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT

GOLF CLUBS half set of golf 
clubs plus bag and trolley. 
Little used vgc,  £30 Telephone 
01855 811952.

 PET ACCESSORIES
GUINEA PIG HUTCH two 
level wooden hutch with rain 
cover.  Plus all pet gear, bowls, 
bottles, hay, shavings, food 
hopper. FREE to a good home.  
Telephone 01631 563466.

 PRINTING AND 
STATIONERY

MOVED HOME? Sticky 
address labels to attach on 
all your correspondence. 500 
labels from £20. Call Krisp Print.  
Telephone 01586 554975.
WRITING PAPER and match-
ing envelopes, printed with your 
address. Sets from £33. From 
Krisp Print.  Telephone 01586 
554975.

 TOYS AND GAMES
4 BRUDOR, LIEBHERR AND 
FENDT  Toy Trucks, included 
is a garbage truck, a concrete 
lorry, a unimog and a tractor. 
For more info. & pics: jack.
litstercampbell@gmail.com,  
£95 Telephone 01852 200209.

 TRAILERS
BRAKED TRAILER 6’ x 4’ 
heavy duty braked trailer, steel 
construction, requires attention. 
Light board, ideal logs or build-
ing materials,  £135 Telephone 
01546 510549².

 WANTED
COPPER, BRASS, LEAD bat-
teries etc. Cars uplifted for a fee. 
Garage clearances.  Telephone 
07435 589701².
LOCAL COLLECTOR OF 
ADVERTISING Items, requires 
Petrol cans, oil tins and signs 
dating from the 1970’s and 
earlier.  Anything with makers 
name or logo.  Telephone 
01631 564578.

PIANO GREAT 
CHRISTMAS 

PRESENT, YAMAHA 
CLAVINOVA 

CLP280

£930
Telephone 01586 550367.

top of the range, cost £2,500 

transpose, USB, midi, multi layer 

and picture on request
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR 
ADVERTISEMENTS
YOUR attention is drawn to the following 
terms and conditions which relate to the 
placing of advertisements in all publications 
owned by Wyvex Media Limited.
Parties to this agreement are the Publisher, 
Wyvex Media Limited Limited on the one 
part and the Advertiser on the other part.  
The Publisher publishes newspapers, 
magazines, books and provides advertising 
space therein or provides for the delivery 
of advertising materials to the public within 
these publications.
1   Advertising copy shall be legal, decent, 
honest and truthful and comply with the 
British Code of Advertising Practice and 
all other codes.
2   The Publisher does not guarantee the 
insertion of any particular advertisement.
3   The Publisher reserves the right to 

cancel or alter the advertisement by giving 
reasonable notice.
4   An order for an advertisement shall be 
deemed to be made on acceptance of the 
advertisers’ order by the Publisher whether 
placed by telephone, mail, fax or in person.
5   Cancellation of display advertising 
must be received by the Publisher before 
the publishing deadline, failing which, the 
publisher reserves the right to invoice the 
customer in full for the whole cost of the 
advertisement.
6   The parties submit to the jurisdiction 
of the Scottish Courts and Scots Law.  
In the event of any dispute or action by 
the Publisher to recover payment from 
an advertiser, it is agreed that matters 
will be settled in the Oban, Argyll Sheriff 
Court or such other Court as the Publisher 
may choose.
7   The Publisher shall not be liable for 

any loss or damage occasioned by any 
total or partial failure (however caused) of 
publication or distribution of any newspaper 
or edition in which any advertisement 
is scheduled to appear.  In the event of 
any error, misprint or omission in the 
printing of an advertisement or part of an 
advertisement, the Publisher will either 
re-insert the advertisement or relevant part 
of the advertisement, as the case may be, 
or make reasonable refund or adjustment 
to the cost. No re-insertion, refund or 
adjustment will be made where the error, 
misprint or omission does not materially 
detract from the advertisement.

writing within fourteen days of publication.  
In no circumstances shall the total liability 
of the Publisher for any error, misprint or 
omission exceed the amount of a full refund 
of any price paid to the Publisher for the 

particular advertisement in connection with 
which liability arose or the cost of a further 
or corrective advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in 
connection with which liability arose.
9   The Advertiser/Advertising Agency 
agrees to indemnify the Publisher in 
respect of all costs, damages or other 
charges falling upon the publication as 
the result of legal actions or threatened 
legal actions arising from the publication 
of the advertisement in any one or more 
of a series of advertisements published 
in accordance with copy instructions 
supplied to the publication in pursuance 
of the Advertiser/Advertising Agency order.
10   Adverts under the value of £75 must 
be paid on acceptance of order by the 
Publisher.  All advertising on a credit 
basis must be agreed with the Publisher 
in advance.

11  Payment of any invoice raised by the 
Publisher will be due 15 days from the date of 
invoice or as otherwise directed on the invoice.  
In the event of non-payment the Publisher may 
charge late payment interest at a rate of 2% and 
this is chargeable on a daily basis from the due 
date until the bill is paid.  In addition the Publisher 
may charge a late payment levy of £10 as an 
administration fee.  In the event of late payment 
the Publisher reserves the right to disallow any 
discounts given and to raise an additional invoice 
for the discount which will be treated as though it 
has been raised with the original invoice.
12  A request to insert an advertisement 
assumes acceptance of our conditions.

Published by Wyvex Media Limited, 
P.O. Box 1, Oban, PA34 4HB, 

Tel: (01631) 568000 Fax (01631) 568001 
www.obantimes.co.uk and registered as 

termsandconditions.wyvexmedia.co.uk

like us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
obantimes

WEDDINGS

MacAlpin - Bamber
Claire MacAlpin, Onich and Chris Bamber, Claggan, were 
recently married at Nether Lochaber Parish Church, Onich 
and afterwards a lovely reception was enjoyed by family and 

friends at The Stables, Glencoe House.

LIFE lines
ABORTION is an ugly word for the termination of a 
pregnancy. The devolution of abortion law to the Scottish 
Government has prompted vociferous reactions from pro-
choice and pro-life groups, among them the opportunity to 
amend the legislation to enable women to have free access to 
terminations if they need them.

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon has made it clear that the 
Scottish Government has no plans to change the current law, 
which makes terminations under particular conditions legal 
up to 24 weeks of gestation; but many women’s welfare and 
human rights groups see a real prospect of change, including 
abolishing archaic and burdensome countersignatures on 
procedure consents and, more importantly, decriminalising 
terminations altogether.

We live in a modern, progressive and democratic society 
with theoretical access to the highest standards of medical 
care. Why would the provision of terminations be mired 
in legislative uncertainty, and why would it be necessary to 
defend what should be every woman’s right? 

One potential consequence of amended legislation would 
be cross-border inequality, and the potential for pressure 
groups to exploit differences for political purposes. That 
could limit provision across the United Kingdom and defeat 
the purpose, effectively denying many women their rights. 

According to a recent study late-term termination provision 
in Scotland is insufficient, so it would be beyond irony for the 
law to further weaken such a critical healthcare resource. 

Johnston Adams

Every woman’s right

Thought for the week
AT this time of year, with 
longer periods of darkness, 
we certainly appreciate 
light in all its forms, with 
the warmth, comfort and 
cheer that it brings. Light 
dispels hopelessness, fear 
and despair; light changes 
things. The festive lights 
around us now arouse that 
special anticipation that is at 
the heart of Advent,

Jesus spoke clearly about 
his purpose in coming to 
earth, of being God-Man 

amongst people, bringing 
light into our world.

We may ask why light is 
needed. In this rescuing light 
of Jesus, people can really 
see what their lives are like 
and be drawn close to God, 
finding a Guiding Light for 
all the uncertainties and 
struggles of everyday living.

The path that was dark 
becomes clear and the words 
from Psalm 119 are mean-
ingful: 

‘Your word is a lamp to 

guide me and a light for my 
path.’

 As Christmas draws near, 
we remember that Jesus, the 
Light of the World, came to 
rescue us from the darkness 
of destruction, bringing 
hope into our world of sin 
and sadness. 

He was born to be the 
transforming light of our 
lives, and we can rejoice that 
Jesus is Emmanuel-, ‘God 
with us’ . 

Rev Carol Leech

‘He, Jesus, was the Real Light who, in his coming into 
the World, gives light to everyone.’  John 1 v9
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MARIE CURIE CANCER CARE

Oban & Lorn 
Fundraising Branch

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact 
Mrs Lillian Kermode
Tynwald, Glenburn, 
Soroba Road, Oban

01631 571009

West of Scotland Fundraising Office 
1st Floor, , Erskine House 
North Avenue , Clydebank 

Business Park , Clydebank G81 2DR 

Tel 0808 100 6000
In memory of Dawn Joyce

Oban 
Hospice
CARING FOR
THE FUTURE

Donations always 
gratefully accepted

Please contact
Jack Tollan
Birch Hill

Achnacreebeag
North Connel, PA37 1RE

Cancer Research UK
Angel Building

407 St John Street
London EC1V 4AD

CHARITY DONATIONS

MEMORIALS

OBAN
MEMORIALS

OM

A & D MacLean
Master Sculptors

Glenalma, Soroba Road, Oban
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Leigh MacKenzie
Graduated from Edinburgh Napier University with a degree 
in Bachelor of Nursing. Leigh is the eldest daughter of Colin 
and Carol and granddaughter of Tommy and Ann, Oban and 

Heather Flenthrope, Campbeltown

Sandra Rydings
Recently graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 

Health and Social Care. The youngest daughter of the late 
Angus and Catriona May (Galbraith), Oban and Isle of 

Barra, she is married to Chris and mum to Caitlin and Erin. 
Sandra currently works at Lorn and Islands Hospital, Oban.

Obituary - Dr Neil Macdonald 
MAY 23, 1936  -  NOVEMBER 27, 2015

NEIL MacDonald, a well-re-
spected general practitioner 
and Gaelic enthusiast, died 
suddenly on November 27, 
2015.

Neil spent his early years in 
Surbiton, Surrey where both 
his parents worked as doctors, 
but most of his life, until he 
finished university, was spent 
in Edinburgh and Scourie. 

Neil’s mother was born in 
China as his grandfather, Dr 
Dougald Christie, spent 30 
years as a medical missionary 
in Manchuria through the 
wars and epidemics that rav-
aged China. 

His father was from Scourie 
and the family home is still 
there. During the war all the 
family evacuated from Lon-
don for the peace and quiet of 
Sutherland. 

Neil’s route to being a GP 
in Tarbert was interesting. 
He worked for a spell on the 
banana boats going between 
the River Forth and the 
Caribbean as a ship’s doctor 
- a thoroughly fun time by all 
accounts.

He then worked in Inverness 
as a peripatetic locum, which 
involved looking after GP 
practices all over the north of 
Scotland should the resident 
doctor require cover. 

He then moved to Aviemore 
as a trainee GP with another 
Neil Macdonald. The pair 
would be known as big Neil 
and wee Neil for the rest of 
their careers. It was during 
this time that Neil became in-
volved with sports injuries and 
that led him to find Hilary.

Neil got married in 1967 at 
the age of 34 after meeting 
Hilary due to a broken ankle 
which needed a new cast at 
least once every week. 

They married within nine 
months and were wed for 48 
years.

The honeymoon was a disas-
ter, with Neil taking to his bed 
with bronchitis. 

They tried a second honey-
moon in Paris and went to a 
lovely wee hotel in the student 
quarter, where Neil had stayed 
before, but Vietnam talks and 
student riots were on at that 

time and they were located 
right above the police station.

Baby Kirsteen arrived 15 
months later and Jamie two 
years later.

The family moved to Tarbert 
in 1974.

Neil loved his work; he 
got great satisfaction from 
helping people. Nowadays, 
one would call him an old 
fashioned doctor. He believed 
in visiting the older people at 
home so he could see that they 
were coping and looking after 
themselves and eating proper-
ly and they knew he cared. 

Indeed, some would spruce 
themselves up ready for his 
visit. I believe certain people 
were always last on his visiting 
list and I do believe he sat and 
had a dram and a good blether 
with them. 

For all who worked in the 
surgery it was a very happy 
environment with much 
humour. Christmas parties for 
all involved with the surgery, 
including the ambulance driv-
ers and the local chemist, were 
Neil’s way of thanking them 
all for their understanding 
and dedication to their work. 

These were great nights 
and a lot of fun. Neil was 
also a trainer for young GPs 
just starting out and was 
very proud how they have all 
turned out to be good doctors.

He enjoyed single-handed 
practice even though time off 
was very, very limited. 

He loved the people and 
the whole area of Argyll, plus 
being beside the sea. The 
family were used to staggered 
dinners as Neil would often be 
just sitting down to eat when 
the phone would go and he’d 
be off. He was a real hands-on 
doctor in all weathers and at 
all times.

It was a foregone conclusion 
that Neil would become a 
member of Tarbert Gaelic 
Choir which he enjoyed 
immensely. When he worked 
in Aviemore he had brought 
together two struggling 
Gaelic choirs, Kingussie and 
Newtonmore forming the 
Badenoch Gaelic Choir.

Through his enthusiasm 

he kept Tarbert choir going 
through some thin times. Any 
opportunity to sing solo or 
with a choir, Neil was right 
there. He won the Silver Pen-
dant at a Fort William Mod. 

When the Argyll male voice 
choir, Ceann an Tuirc was 
formed, he was involved as 
one of the founder members. 
Both Tarbert and Ceann an 
Tuirc Gaelic Choirs have been 
successful over the years and 
the men won their National 
Mod competition this year 
while Tarbert were a cred-
itable second in the Sheriff 
MacMaster competition. 

Neil’s other singing interest 
was Barbershop with the Fy-
nesiders, who also benefited 
from his enthusiasm. 

Latterly Neil teamed up with 
Susan Rhodes, teaching the 
songs to the very successful 
Na Seudan Ùr, who were also 
national Mod winners in the 
folk group competition.   

He was enormously proud 
of his grandchildren, Nuala 
and Finlay, who attend Gaelic 
primary school and love sing-
ing at different events. The 
newest addition, Fearghas, 
goes to Gaelic play group, 
and, as Nicky can testify, has 
a fantastic set of lungs. 

Neil supported local char-
ities for people in Tarbert, 
Skipness and Kilberry. He 
was chairman of the village 
hall when funds were needed 
to refurbish the building, and 
with the help of an excellent 
committee, Tarbert now has 
a beautiful hall. Neil was 
also a member of Tarbert 
Nursing Aid which raises 
funds for equipment which 
is not available through the 
NHS. He was determined that 
patients in a rural area would 
not be disadvantaged in any 
way, even down to arranging 
consultants to hold clinics in 
the village to stop folk having 
to trek to Glasgow.  

Neil started playing bridge 
at Edinburgh University and 
was addicted to it for the rest 
of his life. He got on very 
well with his mother-in-law, 
who was also a bridge addict! 
The pair of them would sit 
and discuss hands, agree and 
disagree. He loved playing in 
Bridge congresses and even 
went on Bridge cruises. 

A love of rugby started at 
George Watson’s where he 
played 15-a-side and sevens. 

He played in the Watsonian 
7s which won the Jedburgh 
sevens. He also played for the 
co-optimists and the Wednes-
day club.

Neil is already sorely missed 
but we are all the better for 
having known him in our lives. 

HM and family

WELL 
RESPECTED:  
Dr Neil 
Macdonald 
general 
practitioner 
and Gaelic 
enthusiast

BIRTHS
YATES - Elliot and Kerry (née 
McLaren) are delighted to announce 
the birth of their daughter Zoe Anna 
Elizabeth on Saturday, November 
28, 2015, at Lorn and Isles Hospital, 
Oban, a little sister for Ruaridh. 
Third grandchild for Richard Yates, 
Glasgow and Jennifer Macdonald, 
Crieff and second grandchild for 
John and Angela MacLaren, Oban. 
Thanks to Oban midwives.

ENGAGEMENTS
GRAHAM - GALLAGHER 
- Both families are delighted to 
announce the engagement of Louise, 
daughter of Pat and Lorne of Oban 
to Kieran, son of Helen and Robert 
of Linwood.
PAGE - ROSCOE - Mr G.W.P. 
Page M.A. (Hons), M.Sc. and 
Miss M. Roscoe B.Sc. (Hons). The 
engagement is announced between 
Gavin William Peter John, elder son 
of Dr and Mrs R. M. Page of Upper 
Largo, Fife and Mhairi Roscoe, 
younger daughter of Mr and Mrs J 
Roscoe, Edinburgh

DEATHS
CAMERON - Suddenly after a 
short illness, at Glasgow Royal 

3, Patricia beloved sister of Alasdair. 
A very loving caring person who 
will be greatly missed by all her 
family and her many friends who 
loved her dearly. Although she has 
lived in Glasgow for most of her life 
Patricia’s earliest years were spent in 
Argyll. Funeral services on Friday, 
December 11, with interment at the 
Wester Necropolis, Tresta Road, 
at 2.30pm and memorial service 
in Kirkintilloch Baptist Church at 
3.30pm
GRIFFITHS -
age 68 years, of Kelvindale, 
Glasgow, passed away on November 
26, 2015, peacefully at the Queen 
Elizabeth University Hospital, 
Glasgow. She was diagnosed with 
Multiple Sclerosis in the year 1986 
– which led to her ultimate demise. 
Mairi (née Mairi MacPhail) was 
born in Kirkapol, Tiree on June 29, 
1947. She was educated at Cornaig 
School (where she became Dux) and 
then Oban High School. Thereafter 
she continued her studies at the 
Glasgow School of Art from where 
she graduated and then taught in 

Clydebank until 1992. Mairi was 
married to George on August 9, 
1973; they were married for over 
42 years. Mairi is preceded in 
death by her parents Neil (former 
Registrar on Tiree) and Chrissie of 
Kirkapol, Tiree. Her funeral took 
place at Clydebank Crematorium on  
December 3,  2015. Flowers were 
not requested – only donations to the 
MS Society. She was a wonderful 
woman and will be sadly missed.
MACLARTY - On November 
25, 2015, at the Lorn and Islands 
Hospital, Oban, Catherine 
MacLarty, daughter of the late Hugh 
and Mary MacLarty, loving sister to 
Robert and the late Hamish, sister-
in-law to Carol, aunt to Carolyn, 
Robbie and Fiona, much loved 
great aunt to Innes, Kieran, Aaron, 
Autumn and Mia.  Sadly missed. 
Service was held at Muckairn Parish 
Church, Taynuilt, on Wednesday, 
December 2.
MUIR - Sadly, on December 5, 
2015, after a short illness, at Lorn 
& Islands Hospital, Oban, with her 
family, Christina Murdoch Muir 
(Chrissie), aged 80, dear wife to 
Gilbert, a loving mother, granny and 
great-granny.
TANNOCK - Jimmy. Jimmy passed 
away on Wednesday December 
2, 2015 at the Royal Alexandra 
Hospital, Paisley after a short illness 
surrounded by his family. Funeral 
service to take place at Clydebank 
Crematorium North Dalnottar on 
Tuesday, December 15 at 1.30pm. 

lieu of World Speedway Riders’ 
Association Charity.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
COTTON - Tena, Darren, Maxine 
and all the family of Gerry would 
like to thank all who sent kind words 
of sympathy and all who called 
and gave us lots of support. To all 
who attended the church service 
and graveside. Many thanks to the 
Ambulance Service and the Police 
who all were very supportive. 
Thanks to Hamish Hoeys for all 
their help, Rev. Dugald Cameron 
for a lovely service. Lastly to the 
Lochnell Hotel for a great reception. 
The collection towards Breathe Easy 
Oban amounted to £341.90.
CROWE - Catherine (née 
MacAskill) - Died peacefully in 
Belford Hospital. Nan, James and 
all the family wish to thank all staff 
at Belford Hospital, also Invernevis 
House for their brilliant care, Mike 
McFall, Fr MacKinnon,West End 
Hotel and to all who paid their 
respects at church and graveside and 
donated £200 for Invernevis House.
MACCUISH - Kenneth, Brian, 
Mary and their families would like 
to thank all relatives and friends 
for their kind words, messages of 
sympathy and all the cards they 
have received following the sad 
passing of their lovely mum and 
gran Peggy. A special thank you 
to Mairi and Carole for their help, 
Father James and Father Fraser for 
concelebrating the funeral mass. 
Thanks also to Hamish Hoey and 
Son, Moreen at the Flower Basket 

to all those who attended the church 
and graveside. Donations raised for 
The Jarrol Project totalled £719.66.
SINCLAIR - Fiona MacKellaig and 
family would like to thank everyone 
who attended the funeral service of 
her beloved  mum, Betty Sinclair, 
at Kilmallie Free Church, Caol, on 
Friday, December 4, 2015 and the 
committal at Kilmallie Cemetery, 
Corpach. It was a great comfort to 
see so many friends, neighbours 
and relatives there. Thanks are due 
to so many people who provided 
care and support to allow Betty to 
maintain her independence over the 
latter years. In particular, her close 
friend, Cathie French, was always 
there for Betty, looking out for her, 
and helping in so many ways, that 
Fiona and her family will always be 
grateful. To Reverend Christopher 
MacRae, the family are indebted 
for his uplifting service and for the 
kindly pastoral care offered before 
and after Betty’s death. Thanks to 
Scott Greenlees at John McLellan 
Funeral Directors who arranged and 
carried out the funeral with dignity 
and compassion, ably assisted by John 
Flanagan and colleagues. Thanks go to 
Fay and her team at Caol Community 

buffet following the funeral. The 
family truly appreciate all who sent 
cards, visited or phoned after Betty’s 
death which helped to ease the pain 

MEMORIAMS
BROWN - Margaret, reunited with 
her beloved Bill on December 14, 
2014, but loved and very much 
missed by all her family.
BUNTING - In loving memory of 
my mother Jessie, died December 
11, 1980, my stepfather Willie, 
died February 10, 2003 and brother 
Arthur, died October 30, 2001. Love 
and miss you always. - Alasdair 
Straker and family, Tiree.
CAMERON - Lachlan and all loved 
ones gone before. A special person, 
a special face, Someone loved and 

kind. These are the memories you 
left behind. From your loving 
daughter, Margaret. No tears, no 
verse, no words can say. How much 
I miss you every day.
CAMPBELL - In loving memory 
of a dear mother, mother-in-law, 
granny and great- granny Murdina 
Dolina, died December 15, 2014 
aged 89 years. Loving and kind in all 
her ways. Upright and just to the end 
of her days. Sincere and true in her 
heart and mind. Beautiful memories 
she left behind. - Joyce, Martin and 
family, Fort William.

CAMPBELL -Treasured memories 
of Murdina Dolina, who died 
December 15, 2014 aged 89 years, 
a loving mother, mother-in-law, 
granny and great-granny. Sorely 
missed.The special years cannot 
return. When we were all together. 
But in our hearts held close by 
love. You’ll walk with us forever. - 
Catherine, Charlie and family, Fort 
William and North Berwick.
FORBES - MACLENNAN - 
Precious birthday memories of Harry, 
December 11, 1927 - November 15, 
2007, cherished husband, father and 
brother-in-law. Also remembering 
Norman, December 11, 1940 - April 
9, 2003, beloved brother and uncle. 
It does not need a special day to 
bring you both to mind. For a day 
without a thought of you are very 

Annie and Jimmy.
GIBSON - In loving memory of 
a dear mother, granny and great-
granny, Jenny, died December 12, 
2003. Also remembering loved ones 
gone before and since then. Sadly 
missed. - Tommy, Nellie and family.
HAY - Happy memories of Robert, a 
precious son brother and uncle, who 
was taken from us so tragically on 
December 13, 1998, aged 23 years. 
- The family.
MACGILLIVRAY - In loving 
memory of Duncan, who died 
December 5, 2009. Treasured 
memories of a very special person.  
Always in our hearts. - All the family x 
MACINTYRE - In loving memory 
of my dear father Hugh MacIntyre, 
who passed away December 9, 
1970. RIP. The years pass by, 
but memories stay. Loved and 
remembered always. - Inserted by 
his loving daughter Flora.
MACINTYRE - (McCombie). In 
loving memory of a dear brother, 
brother-in-law and uncle Joe, who 
died December 11, 2004. Always in 
our thoughts. - John, Teenie, Peter, 
Fraser, Fiona and Kevin.
MACLELLAN - In loving memory 
of a dear daughter, sister, sister-in-
law and auntie Susan, who died 
December 13, 2014. Forever in 
our hearts and thoughts. We miss 
you more than words can say. - 
Charlie, Donalda, Brian, Gavin and 
Charlene, Forres
MACPHAIL - In loving memory 
of our dear mother Christina who 
passed away on December 14, 
2012 and remembering our father 
Colquhoun who passed away 
on February 13, 1994. Precious 
memories of them both. - William 
and Christine.
MACQUARRIE – In loving 
memory of my dear mum Agnes, 

who passed away on December 14, 
2008. Also remembering my dear 
dad Donald, who passed away May 
21, 1989. Loved and remembered 
every day. - Ann, Erskine. 
McCULLOCH - In loving memory 
of a very dear father, grandfather and 
great-grandfather Robert McCulloch 
(Bobby) who died on December 13, 
2014 in his 102nd year. Greatly missed 
and lovingly remembered. - From all 
the family at home and in Canada.
McKINNEY - In loving memory of 
Marjorie a dear sister and aunt died 
December 15, 2003. Always in our 
thoughts. Never to be forgotten. - 
The family.
MORRISON - In loving memory 
of Hector and dearly loved dad and 
shenair who passed away  December 
7, 2013. Forever in our hearts. - 
Teeny, Marie, Ross and families.
MORRISON - Hector. In loving 
memory of a father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather who passed 
away on December 7, 2013. Forever 
loved, missed and remembered. - 
Christina, Banny, Laura, Martin, 
Sinead and Lewis.
MORRISON - In loving memory of 
a dear dad and senair, Hector, who 
passed away on December 7, 2013.
The hands of time keep turning and 
years slip away. But memories are 
a keepsake no-one can take away. - 
Love Lorraine, Paul, Gill and Kyle.
SANDISON - In memory of our 
precious son Liam. We miss you 
now, our hearts are sore, As time 
goes by we miss you more, Your 
loving smile, your gentle face, No 

love and miss you always Liam - 
Mum, dad, Aaron and Cameron.
SANDISON - In loving memory 
of our brave grandson, nephew and 
cousin Liam, died December 10, 
2004 aged 4. Beautiful memories are 
wonderful things. They last ‘til the 
longest day. They never wear out . 
They never get lost. And can never 
be given away. To some you may be 
forgotten. To others a part of the past. 
But to us who loved and lost you. Your 
memory will always last. - Granny and 
grandad, Auntie Linda, Uncle Angie, 
Lisa, Sean and Keven. xxx
SANDISON - In loving memory 
of Liam our dear grandson. Close 
in our hearts you will always stay 
Loved and remembered every day.
- Love grandad, gran and Jess. xxx
STEWART - In loving memory of 
our dear parents and grandparents, 
Angus passed away October 7, 1994 
and Ann passed away December 
12, 1982. Loved and remembered 
always. - Inserted by Angus, Nancy, 
Rena, Mavis and families.
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Active schools

Oban rugby player 
makes his 7s debut 
for Scotland in Dubai  

Eilidh’s on 
the ball

Pool

The Alistair MacNab Memorial Cup for indoor bowling was played for this year in North Connel Village 
Hall.  The winning rink was: Shuggy MacLeod, skipper, Marion Carr, Calum Munro, Davy Rennie.  The 

competition was well supported by lots of bowlers from Connel, North Connel and Oban Bowling Club 
where the event will take place next year.

Margaret MacColl and Maimie Cattanach, back row centre, celebrated 30 years as members of Benderloch Badminton Club. 
Photo: Kevin McGlynn

New sponsor for Oban Pool League
THE Oban Pool League are 
delighted to announce their new 
primary sponsor for this season is 
thriving north Lorn building firm 
Gordon & Strathern Limited.
 Negotiations spanning nearly 18 
months were finally concluded 
last week, in which time the 
league’s professionalism and 
ambition fulfilled their new ben-
efactors’ criteria for investment. 
 The initial deal is for this season 
only, but both parties are optimis-
tic a longer working relationship 
can be forged.
 Growing status within the 
pool fraternity, multiple players 
receiving international recogni-
tion and the league’s continual 
support of the Outreach was 
enough to convince the Gordon 
& Strathern Limited directors 
their careful search for a repu-
table local sporting organisation 
had proved fruitful.

The investment looks sure to 
coincide with the most keenly 
fought title race in the league’s 
history with four teams after 
three weeks of play managing 
to preserve their 100 per cent 
records. The Lancaster ‘A’, 
Markie Dans ‘A’, Lochnell and 
current holders the Lochavullin’s 
Cellar have laid down their 
championship credentials early 
and distanced themselves from 
the chasing pack with a four-point 

gap emerging already as they 
threaten to disappear into the 
sunset.

Three consecutive champion-
ships justify the Lochavullin’s 
Cellar’s pre-season favourites 
tag, but they have to settle for 
fourth spot despite dispatching 
the Gluepot, Markie Dans ‘B’ 
and their colleagues the Lo-
chavullin, with minimum fuss. 

It’s an unfamiliar position hold-
ing onto the coat tails of their 
rivals, having grown accustomed 
to looking over their shoulders, 
and it could be compulsive 
viewing for spectators watching 
their response if these challenges 
persist beyond Christmas.

Blossomed
Lochnell are residing in third 

and have quietly blossomed into 
perpetual contenders with many 
believing the destination of the 
league trophy could be across 
Loch Etive this season.  A poten-
tial title-winning, ruthless streak 
was on show in the opening night 
as they whitewashed newbies 
the Wide Mouthed Frog without 
remorse.

Two further comprehensive 
performances were too much for 
both the Lochavullin and Markie 
Dans ‘B’ to handle, although 
their double pairings may prove 
to be their achilles heel and could 
be addressed as early as tonight 

(Thursday).
Sitting in second only alphabet-

ically are Markie Dans ‘A’ which 
given their past accomplishments 
would come as no great shock.

However following the disband-
ment of the original side it is the 
former ‘B’ team who have now 
stepped up to the plate to be the 
Corran Esplanade main side.  
Now having inherited the ‘A’ team 
status, they look like they are 
relishing the responsibility and 
a fluency has emerged to their 
game which saw them cruise past 
the Lancaster ‘B’, Wide Mouthed 
Frog and the Gluepot. 

Tonight’s fixture against the 
Lochavullin’s Cellar headlines 
the matches and any positive 
result would validate their claim 
as realistic contenders.

At the summit, the Lancaster 
‘A’ have opened up with two near 
flawless wins over Markie Dans 
‘B’ and Outreach, supplemented 
with a derby victory sandwiched 
in between.

The pre-season transfer merry-
go-round has been a hot topic of 
discussion this season and the 
Lancaster ‘A’ featured promi-
nently.  Three wins from three 
appears to suggest a harmonious 
side enjoying their pool and that 
their recruitment of past bitter 
rivals may just prove to be shrewd 
business.

The Lancaster scavenged the 
wreckage of their historic foes 
Markie Dans ‘A’ after the shock 
announcement they would be 
losing a couple of their regular 
starters; the jury may have been 
out previously but that may 
disperse with another resounding 
win, with the Lochavullin next on 
their agenda.

The league committee would 
like to take the opportunity to 
publicly thank Gordon & Strath-
ern Limited for its support in this 
tough financial climate.

There is a reminder for all cap-
tains that scorecards should be 
handed into the Lancaster Hotel 
no later than Friday morning.

Failure to do this has a knock-
on effect with website updating 
and league reports.

Results from December 3: Lo-
chavullins Cellar 10, Lochavullin 
2;  Lancaster A 11, Outreach 1; 
Markie Dans A 10, Gluepot 2;  
Lochnell 9, Markie Dans B 3; 
Wide Mouthed Frog 2, Lancaster 
B 10

Fixtures for December 10:  
Markie Dans A v Lochavullins 
Cellar;  Lochavullin v Lancaster 
A;   Lochnell v Outreach;  Wide 
Mouthed Frog v Gluepot;   Lan-
caster B v Markie Dans B.

SCOTLAND finished run-
ners-up in the Bowl competition 
at the Dubai Sevens last weekend, 
the first leg of the 2015/16 World 
Rugby HSBC Sevens Series. 

Following a third place finish 
in Pool B on day one, Scotland 
were seeded in the Bowl compe-
tition where they posted victories 
against Portugal, 21-14, and 
Wales, 17-14, before falling to 
defeat against France in the final, 
24-14.

The Scots posted one win from 
three matches in the pool stages, 
with the sole victory coming 
against a tough Russian outfit in 
the opening match of the tourna-
ment, 17-14.

Following the promising start, 
however, Scotland were unable 
to maintain their momentum 
and were defeated by Samoa,  
17-12 and reigning champions 

Edinburgh Rugby’s Magnus Bradbury made his debut for Scotland 
in the HSBC World Sevens Series held in Dubai.

South Africa, 26-12. Scotland 
7s head coach Calum MacRae 
handed debuts to Oban’s Magnus 
Bradbury, who plays for Edin-
burgh Rugby, along with Nick 
McLennan and Robbie Nairn, 
all of whom showed glimpses 
of what they have to offer to the 
abbreviated game this season and 
in the future.

Reflecting on the Scotland 
performances, MacRae said: ‘All 
players thrive off competition. 
We’ve had a few hit outs during 
the prep camp, but nothing repli-
cates a series tournament.

‘The new caps fronted up really 
well, it’s a steep learning curve 
out there for young developing 
players, but one they will take 
great experience from.’

MacRae was positive about 
his side’s start to the series. He 
said: ‘This weekend is a starting 

point to work from. Just five of 
the squad had two caps between 
them before the tournament, 
and they will take a lot from the 
experience they’ve now gained.

‘We achieved a higher placing 
than our first tournament last 
series in the Gold Coast and it’s 
now about adapting and improv-
ing for next week’s tournament in 
Capetown. We showed good re-
solve to come back at teams and 
get wins but we need to start well 
in games. We are physically fit 
but still need to reach complete 
match fitness and that will kick in 
now we are into the series’

Results: Pool stages - Scotland 
17, Russia 14; Samoa 17, Scotland 
12; South Africa 26, Scotland 12.

Bowl:  Quarter final - Scotland 
21, Portugal 14; Semi final - Wales 
14, Scotland 17; Final - Scotland 
14, France 24.

Like most sporting venues last weekend Dalmally Golf Club found itself under water. Water polo rather 
than golf would have been the order of the day.

Scotland will now travel to com-
pete in the Cape Town Sevens  
for the second leg of the World 
Rugby HSBC Series which takes 
place on Saturday and Sunday.

Scotland find themselves in 
a tough Pool A alongside Fiji, 
Argentina and Russia.

The game of rugby sevens was 
invented in the Scottish Border 
town of Melrose when a local 
butcher, Ned Haig, was looking 
to raise much-needed funds for 
Melrose Rugby Club.

It has grown from those humble 
roots to become a global phe-
nomenon and, as well as being a 
core sport at the Commonwealth 
Games, has now achieved Olym-
pic status and it will make its de-
but at the 2016 Olympic Games 
in Rio de Janeiro.

Rugby Sevens

TARBERT-BORN fitness 
enthusiast Eilidh MacPherson 
has been appointed Mid Argyll 
Active Schools co-ordinator.

Eilidh, 27, who now lives in 
Oban, has always loved Mid 
Argyll and calls it ‘home’.

She went to Tarbert and then 
Ardrishaig primary schools 
before going to the ‘old’ 
Lochgilphead High School.

She will be based at Mid Argyll 
Sports Centre where she hopes to 
help the youth of Mid Argyll, and 
adults, make the most of sporting 
activities in the area.

Eilidh MacPherson

RACHAEL MacPherson, a sixth year pupil at 
Lochaber High School, has been having some 
success nationally in indoor rowing competi-
tions.

Rachael, who helps out twice a week at the 
school’s rowing and fitness club, has been tak-
ing part in an indoor rowing league, competing 
against other schools in Highland. Success at 
this level led to the Scottish Indoor Rowing 
Championships 2015 in Glasgow on November 
20 where she finished fifth.  It is hoped Rachael’s 
successes will encourage more young people to 
join when the league starts again in January.

Rowing

Rachael rows
to success

Rachael in the school’s fi tness suite.

Name ............................................................................................
Address ........................................................................................
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 ....................................Tel No. ......................................................

Please 
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£1 coin 

here

SPOT THE SHINTY BALL
THIS WEEK’S JACKPOT £1600
We have removed the shinty ball from the photograph opposite.  
Now look carefully at the position of the players and use your 
skill and judgement to place a cross at the exact point where you 
think the centre of the ball was.  You may have a maximum of 20 
attempts on this coupon at a cost of £1.
If you wish to have more attempts, you must enter on separate 
coupons. 

The game starts with a jackpot of £500 and will increase by £50 
per week until it is won outright.  To win the jackpot, the centre of 
your cross must be in the exact centre of the ball. If the crosses 
overlap the entry will be void. 
If no correct entry is received, two ‘near miss’ prizes of £25 will 
be awarded.  When the jackpot is won, no other prizes will be 
awarded that week.

Easy to enter
Cut out your completed coupon and put your entry plus £1 per 
20 attempts into a sealed envelope and post it to "Spot the 
Shinty Ball" Competition, The Oban Times, PO Box 1, Oban, 
Argyll PA34 4HB by 12noon Tuesday. No refunds will be given 
for entries received after the deadline.

Oban by the same time.  Otherwise all entries must be posted.
Competition rules
No responsibility will be accepted for entries which are 
delayed, mislaid or lost, and proof of posting cannot be 
accepted as proof of delivery.

competition and no correspondence will be entered into. The 

In the event of more than one correct entry, the jackpot will 
be shared equally between all winning entries. Any decision 
regarding the  awarding of a prize is entirely at the discretion 
of the Company.
The Company reserves the right to declare the competition 
null and void at any time, subject to its discretion and to make 
full refund of the price of the coupon to any person who has 
entered the competition at that time.
Employees of Wyvex Media, their immediate relatives and any 
person otherwise connected with the competition are ineligible 
to enter.

Please remember to enclose £1 for 20 crosses. The maximum number of attempts on this coupon is 20, but you may 
enter on separate coupons as many times as you wish.  No photocopies allowed.  You agree to abide by the rules. How to enter: Mark 
your crosses using a ballpoint pen. Twenty crosses may be put on this coupon for £1. Send to ‘Spot the Shinty Ball’ Competition, The 
Oban Times, P.O. Box 1, Oban PA34 4HB

LAST WEEK’S 
SHINTY BALL 
WAS HERE. . .

This week’s 
nearest the ball 
winners, who each 
receive £25 are:

L Scott
Taynuilt
Argyll

N McCuaig
McCallum Court
Perth



Page 26
OT

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 10, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.55 3.8 11.00 1.3 17.06 3.9 23.30 1.2
Fri 05.31 3.9 11.39 1.2 17.42 3.9  **.**  *.*
Sat 00.03 1.1 06.05 4.0 12.17 1.1 18.14 3.9
Sun 00.37 1.0 06.38 4.0 12.56 1.1 18.47 3.9
Mon 01.12 1.0 07.13 4.0 13.35 1.1 19.23 3.8
Tues 01.50 1.1 07.51 3.9 14.17 1.2 20.03 3.7
Wed 02.31 1.1 08.34 3.8 15.05 1.3 20.48 3.5
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

21 8

7

Thursday Rain and sleet showers
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 6ºC.
Friday Light rain showers
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Light rain  showers on Sunday
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 8ºC.

Hockey

Youth football

Saints youths’ 
results and fi xtures

LAST  weekend’s results: 
Stenhousemuir v Under 
13s (Saturday), postponed; 
Under 13s v Renton (Sunday), 
postponed; Larkhall Thistle v 
Under 14s, postponed; Loch 
Lomond 2, Under 15s 5. Scoring 
for Saints were Keir MacLean 
(3), Cameron Kerr and Rory 
Dowd; Motherwell Community 
3,  Under 16s 1. Saints goalscorer 
was Stewart McAllister; Under 
19s v Drumchapel United, 
postponed.
 This weekend’s fixtures: Sten-
housemuir v Under 13s. Larkhall 
v Under 14s; Gartcairn v Under 
15s; Under 16s v Port Glasgow; 
Under 19s v Dumbarton United.

Scottish Amateur 
Football League 
results and fi xtures
Football

RESULTS and fixtures. The 
Scottish Amateur Cup fourth 
round games between - Kettle 
United v Campbeltown Pupils; 
New Cumnock Afton v Dunoon; 
and Postal United v Oban 
Saints were all postponed due to 
unplayable pitches last weekend 
and have all been relisted to take 
place this Saturday.
 The league fixtures involving 
Argyll clubs also fell victim to 
the weather - Premier Division 
One - Ferguslie Star v Loch-
gilphead Red Star; Division 
One - Carlton YM v Dunoon 
Athletic.
 This Saturday’s League 
fixtures: Premier Division 
One - Lochgilphead Red Star 
v Jamestown; Premier Division 
Two - Tarbert v Rosehill Star. 
Division One - East Kilbride 
YM v Dunoon Athletic. 

Donnie hoping 
to gain a place 
in Scotland’s 
UEFA Region’s
Cup squad

FootballTHE DRAW for the preliminary 
and intermediate rounds of the 
UEFA Regions Cup 2016/17 took 
place in Nyon, Switzerland, last 
week.
 Preliminary round - Group A: 
Scotland, Lithuania, Estonia, 
Sweden (games to be played in 
Lithuania on May 21, 23 and 26 
May, 2016). Group B: Kazakh-
stan, Greece, San Marino, Wales.

The first-placed teams in the 
preliminary round will progress 

Donnie Campbell in action.

to the intermediate stage of the 
competition.

Intermediate round draw 
- Group 1: France, Ukraine, 
Malta, plus the winner of Prelim-
inary Group A.

Group 2: Spain, Bulgaria, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, plus 
the winner of Preliminary round 
Group B

Group 3: Russia, Serbia, Roma-
nia, England

Group 4: Portugal, Poland, 
Latvia, Belarus

Group 5: Turkey, Northern 
Ireland, Moldova, Switzerland

Group 6: Czech Republic, Ger-
many, Israel, Slovakia

Group 7: Italy, Republic of 
Ireland (holders), Slovenia, FYR 
Macedonia

Group 8: Hungary, Croatia, 
Azerbaijan, Finland

Hosts are still to be appointed 
for each of the eight intermediate 
mini-tournaments, to be played 
before December 18, 2016.

The finals will be the eight 
group winners of the interme-
diate rounds and will be held in 
the last two weeks of June 2017, 
hosted by one of the qualifying 
countries.

Oban Saints captain Donnie 
Campbell has been playing and 
training with the Scotland squad 
this season and he will be hoping 
to be part of the squad that takes 
part in the UEFA Regions Cup 
tounament.

Donnie has been to all the 
Scotland training sessions and 
has turned out in a practice 
match at Colville Park when 
manager Bruce McNaught got all 
his squad together to play against 
each other and the Saints skipper 

also featured in Scotland’s 1-0 
win over an Airdrie XI at the 
Excelsion Stadium in November.

Scotland boss McNaught said: 
‘I’m spoilt for choice this season. 
I have a very talented group of 
players and it will be difficult to 
choose the final squad for the 
upcoming friendly internationals 
and  of course the Regions’ Cup 
qualifiers.

‘I am pleased with the attitude 

and commitment of all the play-
ers, especially guys like Donnie 
Campbell, who makes the round 
trip from Oban along with Jordan 
Austin and Scott Methven, who 
travel over from Fife to Mother-
well for the training sessions.

‘Lewis Cameron would also 
have been involved this year as 
he impressed me when he netted 
the winning goal in the penalty 
shoot-out against Ireland last 

season, after the game had fin-
ished 1-1. 

‘I understand he’s gone to play 
football in Australia. He’s a very 
talented player and I wish him 
well.

‘Football at Oban Saints seems 
to be in a healthy state at the mo-
ment, not only at senior level but 
by all accounts the youth set-up is 
strong as well - keep up the good 
work lads.’

Oban Saints captain Donnie Campbell, centre, during one of the 
Scotland training sessions. Photo: John Rodgers

Football

Oban Athletic back 
in action

OBAN Athletic will be back 
in action on Saturday after not 
having a game last weekend.
 The Oban side take on Dun-
tocher at either Glen 2 or Oban 
High School pitch, kick-off 2pm.
 The Oban side are expecting 
a tough game as Duntocher are 
unbeaten in the league so far this 
season.

Weather wins as 
Saints Scottish Cup 
tie rained off 
Football

OBAN Saints Scottish Amateur 
Cup fourth round tie, due to be 
played last Saturday at Glasgow 
Club Haghill against Postal 
United, was called off on Friday 
afternoon following a pitch 
inspection which found the 
playing surface to be unplayable 
due to the heavy rain. 
 The game has been re-sched-
uled for this Saturday with a 2pm 
kick-off. Referee James Moore is 
in charge.
 The draw for the fifth round of 
the Scottish Cup takes place on 
Friday evening.
 Saints have been drawn at home 
in the fourth round of the West 
of Scotland Amateur Cup to the 
winners of the Shawlands v New 
Farm Loch game. 

OBAN Hockey club travelled to 
Helensburgh recently for a mixed 
match. 
 Facing a Helensburgh side 
compiled of players who regu-
larly play league hockey, Oban 
were considered underdogs but 
started brightly with 20 minutes 
of sustained pressure in the 
Helensburgh half. 

However, the more experienced 
Helensburgh team gained a 
foothold towards the end of a 
fast-paced first half opening the 
scoring from a counter attack as 
Oban legs were tiring.

A half time team talk from 
captain Julie McGlynn worked 
wonders and the second half saw 
Oban gain in confidence. 

Narrow win for Oban 
Hockey Club

A well-taken goal finally came 
from 40-year-old Asher Petit.  

With the scores even, Helens-
burgh piled on the pressure but a 
well-organised defence and some 
heroics from the Oban goal keep-
er, David Love, kept the scores 
level until Oban midfielder 
Andrew Hodge took advantage 
of a defensive mistake to put 
Oban a goal ahead at the end of 
the game. 

Oban Hockey Club train at 6pm 
on Thursdays at the Oban High 
School pitch. The club would 
welcome new juniors, ladies and 
men of all ages and abilities.

BT West Division 1
Oban Lorne P
Glasgow Accies P
OBAN Lorne fell victim of the 
winter weather yet again on Sat-
urday as the BT Division 1 clash 
against unbeaten Glasgow Accies 
was postponed due to the pitch 
conditions and weather forecast.

This is the latest in a string of 
call offs for the Green Machine, 
who have frustratingly only man-
aged to play five league games so 
far this season. The last outing 
for the men in green was a 51-5 
loss to league leaders Carrick on 
November 7.

The hosts were hoping for a win 
on Saturday, which would close 
the gap on the sides at the top of 
the table. Oban were in confident 

mood going into the game against 
Accies despite a 28-13  loss to the 
same opposition in Anniesland 
earlier in the season. There is 
belief within the squad that the 
Green Machine can have a pos-
itive campaign and at least fulfil 
their target in finishing within the 
top four of the league.

Oban Lorne travel to take on 
eighth-placed Kilmarnock this 
Saturday. Kilmarnock were visi-
tors to Glencruitten in early Oc-
tober where the hosts recorded a 
19-10 win. Kick off this Saturday 
is 2pm.

BT West Division 4
Glasgow East v 
Argyll and Bute
ARGYLL and Bute are back in 

action this Saturday with a trip 
away to bottom-placed Glasgow 
East. Argyll, who are a feeder 
team to Oban Lorne RFC, have 
been providing game time for 
their second XV players as well 
players from Kintyre and Mid 
Argyll so far this season.

Argyll have also been able to 
field up to five dual registered 
Oban Lorne players when the 
first XV are without a game. 

This has added experience to a 
young team and has helped the 
inexperienced players gain struc-
ture and more understanding 
of their game. The team will be 
going into this weekend’s game 
with confidence, after recent 
wins over Mull and Hyndland. 

Kick-off is 2pm in Glasgow.

U16 and U18 rugby
OBAN’S U16 and U18 teams 
were without a fixture on Satur-
day with a combination of poor 
weather and opposition failing 
to raise teams calling fixtures 
off.

This Saturday the U18s are 
hosting Strathaven and Cartha 
Queens Park in a round robin of 
fixtures. The U16s are due to be 
away to Birkmyre on Sunday.

U13 and U14 rugby
OBAN’S U13 and U14 teams 
are back in action with an away 
trip to Cliftonhall school on 
Saturday in Edinburgh .

Rugby

Rugby fi xtures fall foul of winter weather

like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/obantimes

Sport
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Applying for council services just got 
easier with launch of Digital First forms
HIGHLAND Council has 
launched a new suite of online 
forms to help people applying 
for services online.

The forms are aimed at cus-
tomers applying for housing 
benefit and council tax re-
duction, requesting a council 
house and reporting routine 
council house repairs. 

They are part of the council’s 
Digital First programme, 
supporting and encouraging 
customers to use online ser-
vices and giving customers the 
opportunity to access council 
services anytime, anywhere, 

on any device. The housing 
benefit and council tax re-

duction application gathers 
information and personal de-
tails required for assessing en-
titlement to benefit, allowing 
customers to upload scanned 
or photographed copies of 
evidence directly with the 
online form, minimising the 
need to post originals or visit 
the council’s service points.

The housing application 
form uses clever questioning 
to present only the questions 
relevant to the customer 
applying. This reduces the 
number of questions and level 
of information required to 

complete the form, compared 
to the paper version.

And the housing repairs 
form helps the customer re-
port non-emergency, routine 
repairs. 

As with all the council’s on-
line forms, the housing repairs 
form is available on tablets 
and smartphones, allowing 
customers to report the prob-
lem on any device.

For more information, and to 
view the range of available on-
line services,  go to www.high-
land.gov.uk/request and www.
highland.gov.uk/report

Applying for certain council 
services can be done online.

Caol man 
faces jail 
over drugs
A CAOL man has been warned 
he faces a lengthy jail term after 
admitting supplying thousands 
of pounds worth of drugs from 
his home address.

Dean Coutts, 30, of 11 
Strone Place, was found with 
370.8 grams of cocaine, worth 
an estimated street value of 
between £9,100 and £35,860, 
when police officers searched 
his home in January this year.

Depute fiscal Ross Carvel 
told Fort William Sheriff Court 
on Tuesday that Coutts’ house 
had been searched on January 
31 after a warrant was obtained 
by police, with a number of 
items recovered, including both 
blocks and powdered cocaine, 
scales, and mobile phones with 
text messages discussing the 
drugs trade, belonging to the 
accused.

 The father-of-one admitted 
supplying cocaine from his 
home address between April 
10, 2014 and January 31 this 
year.

A not guilty plea to possession 
of cannabis was accepted by the 
crown.

Granting bail until sentenc-
ing on January 8, Sheriff Rich-
ard Davidson QC told Coutts: 
‘You have tendered a plea of 
guilty to this extremely serious 
offence, being concerned in 
the supply of class A drugs, 
and in this case one of the 
most fiercely addictive class A 
drugs, cocaine. 

‘This can be dealt with by an-
ything up to life imprisonment.

‘With  a street value of be-
tween £9,100 and £35,860, you 
are at the fairly high end of 
street dealers.

‘Admitting involvement in the 
supply of a class A drug means 
a period of imprisonment is 
almost inevitable. 

‘I will continue your bail but 
regard that as something of a 
privilege. 

‘Prepare yourself for a lengthy 
sentence of imprisonment,’ 
Sheriff Davidson told Coutts.

SNP school plans could force 
‘mothballing’ of rural primaries

Special constable Danny 
praised for 30 years service

SCOTTISH Government plans 
to extend the minimum school 
week to 25 hours would be 
‘catastrophic’ and cost Highland 
Council £2 million, according to 
the local authority. 

Councillors have hit out at the 
proposals, announced by Holy-
rood last week, claiming an addi-
tional 30 members of staff would 
be needed across the region, at a 
time when recruiting teachers is 
proving difficult. 

Budget leader Councillor Bill 
Fernie said an extra half an hour 
in class every day for all ages would 
cost the council at least £2 million 
and could lead to school closures. 

‘Highland’s rural schools are 
already under increasing pressure 
as a consequence of the present 
budget challenge,’ he said. ‘This 
new legislation will only increase 
that pressure, and will mean that 
some schools become less viable, 
which could force the authority 
to consult with parents about the 
possibility of mothballing.’

There are also fears the longer 
day would be counter-productive, 
with claims there is no correlation 
between a longer week and a 
better education. 

Rural students with extended 
travelling to and from school are 
also a worry for the beleaguered 
local authority. 

As the law stands, councils have 
to open schools for 190 days a 

year, but the length and structure 
of the school day is not specified 
in legislation. However, the Cur-
riculum for Excellence operates 
on an assumption of 25 hours 
of teacher contact each week in 
primary schools.

On that basis, the Scottish Gov-
ernment has said primary school 
children will be guaranteed at 
least 950 hours a year of teaching 
time, equivalent to 25 hours a 
week, in an amendment to the 
Education Bill, which is currently 
before parliament. 

Chairman of education, 
children and adult services com-
mittee Councillor Drew Millar is 
urging the Scottish Government 
to rethink its proposal.

He said: ‘The majority of High-

land primary schools have always 
operated a 22.5-hour week, in 
primary one to primary three 
classes. 

‘This is a long-standing position, 
established because of the length 
of the day for young children who 
may have to travel considerable 
distances to school. 

‘Parents, teachers and com-
munities have not been asking 
the council to add an additional 
half an hour in class every day 
for these young children, so 
Highland Council was more than 
taken aback by the announce-
ment that ministers intend to 
amend the Education Bill, so that 
every primary school pupil must 
have a minimum of 25 hours with 
teachers every week.’

He continued: ‘There is no 
evidence to support a connection 
between the length of the school 
week and educational attainment. 
Most European countries operate 
on a lower number of hours per 
year than in Scotland, and many 
of these countries achieve better 
attainment results.’

Bill Alexander, director of care 
and learning for Highland Coun-
cil said: ‘This proposed amend-
ment would create enormous 
doubt about the sustainability of 
education in many of our commu-
nities, and it is a step too far when 
we are already facing enormous 
resource challenges.

‘It would mean providing more 
than 1,000 extra teaching hours, 
and recruiting more than 30 

additional teachers at a time 
when it is difficult to recruit to 
existing vacancies. This number 
of available teachers simply does 
not exist.’

Councillor Millar added: ‘This 
latest announcement would be 
catastrophic for Highland Coun-
cil, as we are already struggling 
to balance our budget in these 
extremely challenging financial 
times. I am dismayed at this fur-
ther interference and imposition 
by central government on local 
authorities’ remit and ability to 
deliver education in Scotland. I 
am also disappointed that there 
has been no consultation about 
this matter, and hope the cabinet 
secretary can now agree to take 
account of these views.’

STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

A FORT WILLIAM special 
constable has received an 
award for his long service from 
Police Scotland, the second 
distinction he has had in his 30 
years in the part-time role

Danny Hail, who is a land-
scape gardener, runs his own 
business in and around the 
town.  Over the years, he has 
given up his own valuable fam-
ily time to carry out policing 
duties at all hours of the day 
and night, some of which have 
included attending incidents 
unaccompanied. 

Mr Hail has carried out his 
role not just for Police Scot-
land but also for North Wales 
Police and Dyfed Powys Police, 
before moving to Fort William 
in 1999.

Chief Inspector Colin Gough 
said: ‘Danny’s continued 
enthusiasm along with his long 
standing service to policing in 

Scotland and the Special Con-
stabulary is outstanding. He has 
served his local community for 
more than 30 years and in doing 
so has given up a significant 
number of hours of his own 
time, year upon year.

‘His participation and support 
over the years in many local in-
itiatives and events and his con-
tinued support and enthusiasm 
for the role, has been greatly 
appreciated by his colleagues 
and the communities in which 
he has served.

‘Danny is not just a credit 
to himself but also to his 
colleagues and the Special 
Constabulary.’

Speaking of his time in the 
Special Constabulary, Mr Hail  
said: ‘I joined Dyfed Powys 
Police as a special constable at 
the age of 18 and transferred to 
North Wales Police in 1973.

‘After moving to Lochaber in 

1999 I joined Northern Con-
stabulary and have continued 
to enjoy the diverse opportuni-
ties afforded me over the past 
13 years.

‘Being a special constable 
gives you the opportunity to 
meet with people from all 
walks of life and form friend-
ships which last a lifetime. As 
I near the end of my time as a 
special, I would encourage oth-
ers to join up. It’s a great way 
to get involved with your local 
community and a great way to 
give something back.’

Special Constable Danny Hail, 
right, receives his long-service 

award from Chief Inspector 
Colin Gough. 

Strontian Stores
Tel 01967 402268 / 402095

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE
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THE WHEELS are in motion 
to build new toilets next to a 
major tourist attraction at Spean 
Bridge, following complaints 
about a lack of facilities.

Thousands of visitors come 
to see the bronze statue and 
garden of remembrance at the 
Commando Memorial, which 
lies about one mile outside the 
village, each year. The monu-
ment is dedicated to the men of 
the original British Commando 
Forces, who fought in the Second 
World War, and was unveiled by 
the Queen Mother in 1952.

Chairman of Spean Bridge, 
Roy Bridge and Achnacarry 
Community Council John 
Fotheringham said there had 
been a number of complaints 
over the past three years about 
people having nowhere to go to 
the toilet. 

The community council has 
now put an application into 
Highland Council’s discretion-
ary budget for 50 per cent of the 
funding required for a feasibility 

study into building toilets, with 
Highlands and Islands Enter-
prise (HIE) agreeing to match 
the funding.

The Community SCIO (Scot-

tish Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation) has also agreed to 
submit the funding applications 
on behalf of the community 
council.

Mr Fotheringham said: ‘We 
have had a lot of complaints 
over the past three years about 
people getting caught short at 
the memorial, so we felt we had 
to do something about it. 

‘The study we are looking at 
is for toilets of a compostable 
nature and would be fairly low 
maintenance. 

‘The SCIO has made the appli-
cation as a community council 
can’t own property, so the SCIO 
would take on ownership.

‘If we are successful, we will 
hopefully get an update at the 
next community council meet-
ing, but at the moment we have 
no idea of the timescale for this 
project.’

Mr Fotheringham said the 
cost of putting in standard 

toilets would be in the region of 
£500,000, however the cheaper 
option, which the community 
council was looking into, would 
be between £60,000 to £100,000. 

The community council has 
looked at similar facilities, in-
cluding the RSPB site at Moidart 
Gardens, to estimate the costs. 

Mr Fotheringham added that 
the community council was in 
discussions with ‘a number of 
bodies’ about funding the pro-
ject, adding: ‘It’s a very popular 
destination and we don’t want to 
stop people going.

‘Hopefully they will be camou-
flaged from the monument and 
memorial garden. We will be 
looking at all possibilities. The 
council has been very supportive.

‘It’s an iconic monument of 
considerable importance to 
serving and retired service 
personnel, and we don’t want 
anything to detract from visitors’ 
experience.’ 

Community council launches 
funding bid for memorial toilets
STEVEN RAE
srae@obantimes.co.uk

The monument attracts thousands of visitors every year, but many 
have complained at being caught short due to the lack of facilities.

TWO CLEVER Ardnamurchan High 
School pupils have taken second place in 
the National Gaelic Schools Debate.

Charlie-Anne Pleming and Rona 
Nicolson, both S5, made it to the final 
of the contest at the Scottish Parliament, 
after beating Tain Royal Academy in 
the semi-final but narrowly lost out to 
Nicolson High School A team in the last 
round. 

Rona also won the prestigious honour 
of the individual debater of the tourna-
ment prize. 

Christopher Millar-Craig, head teacher 
at Ardnamurchan, said: ‘This is a huge 
achievement for Rona and Charlie-Anne 
and we are all very proud of them and for 
the vindication of all the efforts of the 
Gaelic staff to support our young people 
to this level of fluent competency.’ 

Highland 
roads top 
list for lack 
of mobile 
signal

Underage 
drinkers 
major 
concern

Clothes swapping party 
proves a huge success

for 18 months

LOCHABER Environmental Group’s (LEG)  zero 

dress swap on Saturday at the Lochaber Yacht 
Club. 

The event was used as a platform to promote 
reusing across Lochaber. 

There is currently an estimated £140 million 

UK. 
Rebecca Thoms and Cara MacKay, the two 

encouraging people across Lochaber to recycle 
their unwanted clothing by swapping items with 
friends or donating to local charity shops to pre-

The duo are planning to host several more swap-
ping events across Lochaber in the new year.

A TEENAGER has been disqualified from driving 
for 18 months after being caught riding a motorbike 
without a licence or insurance.  

The young man, who cannot be named for legal 
reasons, appeared in Fort William Sheriff Court on 
Tuesday December 8. He was also charged with fail-
ing to give a sample of breath when he was arrested 
for the offences on November 9 last year near Caol’s 
shore front.

The court heard that the youth had been uncoop-
erative and had sworn at police, and refused several 
times to provide a sample of breath at Fort William 
Police Station.

As well as the disqualification, Sheriff Richard 
Davidson QC ordered the accused to carry out 100 
hours of unpaid work. 

TIMESLINE

Help youngsters 
this Christmas

Protest against 
Syrian air strikes

TWO HIGHLAND politicians 
have launched a campaign 
with children’s charity Barna-
do’s Scotland to support young 
people at Christmas. 

Rhoda Grant and David Stew-
art are asking for donations of 
toiletries, socks, gloves, woolly 
hats, sweeties and Christmas 
food treats for young people 
aged 15 and over, who have re-
cently made the transition from 
care to independent living and 
have little or no family support. 

Anyone wishing to donate 
can deliver items to Barnardo’s 
Scotland shop on Church 
Street, Inverness or the Spring-
board offi  ce at 14 Ardross Street 
Inverness. 

PROTESTORS gathered in Fort 
William to demonstrate their 
anger at the UK Government’s 
decision to start air strikes in 
Syria. 

The group met in Cameron 
Square on Thursday, the day 
after MPs backed the strikes, 
following a 10-hour debate in 
the House of Commons. 

Just two Scottish MPs voted 
in favour, with West Highland 
MPs Ian Blackford (Ross, Skye 
and Lochaber), Angus Brendan 
MacNeil (Na h-Eileanan An Iar) 
and Brendan O’Hara (Argyll 
and Bute) all voting against the 
decision. 

Protestors take a stand 
against the air strikes. 

21_f50protest01

Oban Times 
newsdesk 

01631 568000

TOP DEBATERS: Rona Nicolson receives 
her award following the debating 

competition at the Scottish Parliament 
in Edinburgh. Fellow pupil Charlie-Anne 

Pleming, far right, also made it to the 
fi nal of the Gaelic debating competition.

Ardnamurchan duo have power of persuasion

HIGHLAND roads could be 
the worst in Britain to break 
down on as more than 450 
miles have no mobile phone 
coverage.

A report by motoring 
research charity RAC Founda-
tion said the Highland Council 
area had the highest number 
of miles where there was no 
signal at all (452 miles), closely 
followed by Powys in Wales 
(437 miles), with  Argyll and 
Bute in third place (293 miles). 

These form part of the 4,561 
miles of British roads with 
no signal at all and a further 
28,975 miles have only partial 
coverage, meaning some but 
not all phones will receive a 
signal depending on the ser-
vice provider. 

Steve Gooding, director of 
the RAC Foundation, said: 
‘There are thousands of miles 
of road along which you would 
not want to break down or have 
an accident because calling the 
RAC, the emergency services 
or even home wouldn’t be an 
option. 

‘Even where there is partial 
network coverage it might not 
be from your network provid-
er. It’s not just in emergencies 
that we rely on our mobiles.

‘Increasingly drivers depend 
on their smart phones for 
everything, from telling us 
how to get from A to B, to 
what the weather is going be 
like, to where the congestion 
is. 

‘The best ideas in the world 
will fall at the first hurdle 
if there are no bars on the 
phone.’

ALMOST three quarters of 
young people in the Highlands 
have consumed alcohol by age 
15, according to NHS Highland. 

Although the figure has 
dropped by 10 per cent in the 
last five years, the area remains 
above the national average for 
underage drinking. 

A new campaign ‘Meet 
the MacPhersons’ has been 
launched to tackle the prob-
lem and raise awareness of pa-
rental influence, peer pressure 
and other situations which may 
lead young people to drink. 

Deborah Stewart, co-ordina-
tor for the Highland Alcohol 
and Drugs Partnership, said: 
‘Underage drinking remains 
a concern as it contributes to 
a range of negative health and 
social outcomes. By reducing 
underage drinking we can re-
duce the risk of alcohol prob-
lems developing in adulthood 
and families can play a part by 
modelling sensible drinking 
and communicating risks 
associated with drinking.’

For advice visit www.high-
land-adp.org.uk /meet-the-
macphersons2 

HIGH SPEED FIBRE 
BROADBAND IN THE 
HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS
Homes and businesses in more 
than 90 towns and villages across 
the Highlands and Islands can 

broadband. More places are 
rolling out into 2016.

 

Find out if you can order on the  
Digital Scotland online checker at  
www.hie.co.uk/whereandwhen
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TIMESLINE

AN OBAN man appeared in pri-
vate at the town’s sheriff  court 
on Monday accused of historic 
sex crimes. He made no plea or 
declaration and was released on 
bail for further examination.

KIND pupils at Dunbeg Prima-
ry School have put their best 
foot forward and packed 45 
shoe boxes full of presents 
for the annual Blythswood 
Shoebox Appeal. 

The boxes have been fi lled 
with toiletries, clothes, sta-
tionery, make-up, toys and 
sweets as a Christmas gift for 
children and adults who are 
living in poverty in Eastern 
Europe where the Scottish 
charity focuses its work.   

HOMEOWNERS over the age 
of 60 are being urged to take 
advantage of the Help to Adapt 
scheme.

The Scottish Government ini-
tiative is designed to help older 
people live independently in 
their own home for as long as 
possible.

The scheme encourages 
people to make alterations to 
their property now to ensure it 
continues to meet their future 
needs, with the aim of helping 
them stay safe and maintain 
their quality of life in their own 
home.

The scheme allows home 
owners to fund any adaptations 
using equity in their home to 
secure a loan from the Scottish 
Government.

Help to Adapt is available to 
everyone over the age of 60, 
regardless of income. 

For further information  tele-
phone 0330 303 7801 or enquir-
ies@helptoadaptscotland.co.uk 

No plea or 
declaration

Dunbeg children 
fi ll festive boxes 

Scheme for over- 
60s homeowners

An endangered turtle washed up on Troon beach at the weekend and is being cared for at the Scottish Sea Life Sanctuary near Oban. For 
full story, turn to page 6.

Turtle rescued after storm Desmond detour

A COMMITMENT to meeting 
challenges has seen better work-
ing relationships in Argyll and 
Bute Council, its leader Dick 
Walsh said this week.

Mr Walsh was responding to 
findings in the Accounts Com-
mision Best Value Audit 2015.

However, while recognising 
improvements within the local 
authority, the report, which was 
due to be discussed by the com-
mission yesterday (Wednesday), 
has also highlighted a number 
of concerns, including that 
‘strained relationships’ played 
out ‘in an increasingly personal 
way on public forums’ are ‘dam-
aging the council’s reputation’.

The Accounts Commission 
Best Value Audit 2015 chastised 
a small number of councillors 
within the authority for ‘long 
standing political differences’, 
saying better performing coun-
cils learn to leave problems in 
the council chamber.

The 23-page report reads: ‘The 
level of [lack of] public trust will 
continue to disrupt the work of 
the local authority.’

It continued: ‘Despite each 
side describing these steps [to 
building stronger relationships] 
as constructive or positive, we 
do not believe that in themselves 
they indicate that the difficult 
relationships will improve in the 
near future.’

Auditors also raise concerns 
about the welfare of staff, noting 

that the level of sickness amongst 
local authority staff continues to 
increase, while it is decreasing 
throughout Scotland.

The report, the third in a series 
of investigations into the coun-
cil, noted the local authority was 
‘significantly different’ and said 
‘confidence [was] growing’ in its 
work.

Since April 2013 there have 
been 15 complaints to audit 
commissioners – four cases are 
still being investigated, while all 
others have been dismissed.

Michael Russell, Argyll and 
Bute MSP, said: ‘For the area 
to move forward together the 
council must listen to those, 
including Audit Scotland, who 
are very critical of the way it has 
and is being run.’

Councillor Walsh, said: ‘We 
were committed to meeting the 
challenge and achieving pro-
gress when Audit Scotland first 
visited, and this report shows 
that is exactly what we are doing.

‘We have taken action that is 
delivering change where needed. 
We have structures, support and 
also attitudes in place that mean 
we are managing business more 
effectively. 

‘We have plans in place for 
on-going improvement. 

‘This has been achieved 
through the determination of 
councillors across the political 
spectrum, and the commitment 
of officers who are working hard 
every day for Argyll and Bute. 

‘We are pleased that Audit 
Scotland has recognised the pro-

gress made. We want to achieve 
more. 

‘We want to work in partner-
ship with our communities. We 
want to work constructively with 
anyone who has a contribution 
to make to the future prosperity 
of Argyll and Bute.

‘The most welcome finding in 
this report is that communities 
have a generally positive view of 
local services. 

‘We will use the findings of 
this report, and those of the 
Accounts Commission once 
available, to build on work we 
are already doing.’

A spokeswoman for the Audit 
Commission said: ‘We are the 
public spending watchdog for 
local government. We hold 
councils in Scotland to account 

and help them improve. We 
won’t be saying anything further 
at this stage – we don’t comment 
on reports until the commission 
members have considered them 
and those are included in the 
document.’

It is understood that the 
findings will be reported to the 
Audit Committee of the Scottish 
Government, which will then 
make further recommendations. 

A spokesman for the Scottish 
Government said it would not 
comment on any individual 
local authority at this stage but 
expected best practice from all 
local authorities.

He added: ‘If further progress 
has to be made then we will 
support local authorities in 
achieving this.’

Progress made but council needs 
to do better, says commission
LOUISE GLEN
lglen@obantimes.co.uk

Road to be resurfaced 
only three weeks 
after job completed
A ROAD surface laid only 
three weeks ago by Transport 
Scotland contractor BEAR 
Scotland is to be lifted and 
relaid after complaints about 
its quick deterioration. 

The work was carried out on 
the A828 approach to Connel 
Bridge, finishing on November 
18. But after inspections this 
week, BEAR has said it is going 
to lay it again.  

Residents say that the road 
started to break up within days, 
making the road much worse 
than it had been previously.

A spokeswoman for BEAR 
Scotland said: ‘Specialists have 
inspected the quality of the 
road material that was laid in 
order to determine the cause 
of the early deterioration, and 
a full repair will be carried out 
next week at the full expense of 
the contractor. 

‘The resurfacing will be 
carried out from Monday 
December 14 for three nights, 
from 7pm to 7am.  

‘For safety of road workers 
and motorists, the overnight 
resurfacing will be carried out 
under a 10mph convoy system.  
Traffic management will be 
removed outside of working 
hours, however, care should be 
taken as vehicles will be run-
ning over a temporary surface.’

Eddie Ross, BEAR Scotland’s 
north west unit representative 
said: ‘While the road surface 
poses no safety risk to road 
users, the new road surface is a 
poor quality and does not meet 
our high standards, therefore 
we have programmed the repair 
for next week.

‘We thank motorists in ad-
vance for their patience whilst 
the resurfacing is carried out.’
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OBAN Sheriff Court 
heard of the ‘sorrow 
and regret’ of a 68-year-
old Dunbeg woman who 
caused a car crash in 
which another woman 
died of her injuries.

Gwyneth Neal, of 55 
Lorn Road, Dunbeg, 
also apologised in 
court, through her so-
licitor, to the family and 
friends of Catherine St 
Jean, of Connel, who 
was fatally injured in 
the crash on the A85 
near Dunbeg on May 30 
last year.

‘The word tragedy 
does not adequately 
describe the effect of 
this sad collection of 
events,’ said defence 
agent Edward Thorn-
ton.

Neal had previously 
pleaded guilty to caus-
ing death by driving 
without due care and 
attention or without 
reasonable considera-
tion by failing to secure 
a dog within her vehicle. 

Sheriff Ruth An-
derson QC heard the 
details of the case on 
Tuesday along with a 
social report on Neal.

Procurator fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said a witness 
who had been driving 
in front of Neal heard a 
loud bang.

‘Looking in his rear 
view mirror he said it 
looked like an explo-
sion, with debris being 
thrown across the road,’ 
said Mr McGinty.  

Both cars, a Ford Ka 
and Neal’s Fiat 500, 
ended up on their op-
posite sides of the road.

The witness went to 
help and so did several 
other motorists, includ-
ing an off-duty police 
officer.

‘The accused was 
standing there and was 

repeatedly saying the 
word ‘sorry’ and that 
the collision had been 
her fault,’ Mr McGinty 
added.

Neal had said the dog 
jumped onto the dash-
board of the car whilst 
she was driving; as she 
grabbed the dog her car 
drifted across the road.

‘It was usually teth-
ered  by a harness but 
she had loaned this to 
a friend. She thought 
that she had secured 
the dog’s lead and 
unfortunately there was 
a degree of movement,’ 
said Mr Thornton.

Catherine St Jean was 
taken by air ambulance 
helicopter to Glasgow 
but succumbed to her 
injures on June 3.

The procurator fiscal 
said that evidence at 
the crash scene agreed 
with Neal’s description 
of events.

‘The [social justice] 
report shows she has 
lived an exemplary, 
blameless life,’ said 
Mr Thornton, adding 
that Neal cared for 
her 48-year-old son, 
who has cerebral palsy, 
had a clean driving 
licence,  worked for 
charity and served as a 
community councillor. 
Testimonials were 
handed into the court 
on her behalf.

Sheriff Ruth Ander-
son said that in passing 
sentence she had to 
look at the quality of 
the driving.

She said it was ‘not 
the outcome but the 
quality of the driving’ 
and added that she was 
not considering a com-
munity payback order 
but a financial penalty.

She fined Neal £750 
and added six points to 
her licence. 

THREE visitors to Argyll 
ended  their trips with fines and 
penalty points on their licences.

Monday morning saw the 
three in Oban Sheriff Court; 
two motorcyclists and one car 
driver, who all pleaded guilty 
to separate charges on different 
dates. Two of them were caught 
driving over the speed limit 
on the Arrivain straight of the 
A85 between Dalmally and 
Crianlarich.

‘It’s been the downfall of many 
a person; it’s a popular place for 
the police to stop,’ said Sheriff 
Ruth Anderson QC.

Motorcyclist Michael 
McGlashan, 52, of 203 O’Hara 
Estate, Bonhill, Alexandria, 
pleaded guilty to riding at 100 
mph at Arrivain on April 23. 

He had been ‘flashed’ by the 
police during a static road 
check. He was fined £300 and 
six points were added to his 
driver’s licence

‘He was out on his bike and 
came across a long straight 
stretch,’ said his defence agent 
Richard Freeman.

Audi TT driver Thomas 
Wardlaw Mellon, 57, of 48 
Highlander Way, Tullibody, Al-
loa, pleaded guilty to travelling 
at speed, failing to keep a prop-
er lookout and then carrying 
out an overtake on double white 
lines at Arrivain on March 22. 

Procurator fiscal Eoin 
McGinty said Mellon’s speed 
was 89mph. Police followed, 
working their way along a 
queue of traffic for two-and-a-

half miles with blue lights and 
sirens on when they eventually 
stopped the car. By then Mellon 
had overtaken a slow moving 
VW van.

Again represented by Richard 
Freeman, Mellon said he had a 
good view ahead when carrying 
out the manoeuvre. 

He had been on his way home 
from  a business trip to Mull 
and was fined £400 with six 
points added to his licence.

Further west, near the Kilma-
ronaig Croft between Taynuilt 
and Connel on April 25 holi-
daying motorcyclist Faye Bat-
tersby of 15 Brackendale Drive, 
Walesby, Nottinghamshire, was 
stopped by police. 

When she appeared before the 
court on Monday she admitted 

driving carelessly, overtaking 
on an approach to a blind right-
hand bend, causing another 
vehicle to take evasive action.

The  43-year-old mother of 
two was part of a group of mo-
torcyclists heading west when 
they overtook a car; Battersby 
had been left behind by the 
group and was anxious not 
to lose them said her defence 
agent. However, the activity 
of the group had come to the 
attention of police who were 
following them and saw her 
manoeuvre.

Sheriff Anderson fined her 
£250 and imposed six penalty 
points, which meant that she 
was also disqualified from 
driving, under the totting up 
procedure, for six months.

A SUPERB night at 
the Traditional Music 
Awards in Dundee saw a 
packed Caird Hall enjoy 
all that is to be loved 
about the Scottish music 
scene, writes Louise Glen. 

Presented by Lo-
chaber’s Mary-Anne 
Kennedy and actor Tom 
Kearney, it was a night 
where stars took to the 
stage to shine.

The event was a who’s 
who of trad music and 
included many perform-
ers and composers from 
the West Coast. These 
will be featured in next 
week’s Oban Times. 

In the meantime, one 
of the biggest successes 
of the night was for the 
League of Highland 
Gentlemen. 

Gents they were, as 
they took the top spot 

for up-and-coming band 
of the year and congrat-
ulated everyone else on 
the shortlist.

The band’s ethos is to 
uphold the values of true 
Highland gentlemanli-
ness whilst continuing 
to experiment with ceòl-
dealain (lightning music) 
bedecked in tweed, re-
gardless of temperature.

WINNERS: Collecting 
the award is Ross Wilson 

from Mull, Seonaidh 
MacIntyre from South 

Uist and Alec Dalgliesh 
from Livingston. 

Missing from the line up 
was Ewen Henderson 

from Tiree who was 
unable to attend the 

awards ceremony due 
to other commitments. 

A league of their own – Gentlemen named up-and-coming band of year

Oban Times gets behind ace idea 
to raise cash for tennis courts
THE TENNIS courts at Atlantis 
Leisure, which have been described 
as ‘at the end of their life’, are at the 
centre of a new community fund-
raising campaign.

Over the last three years, Oban 
Tennis and Squash Club and Atlan-
tis have been working hard to try to 
secure funding from a variety of 
sources, including the Lawn Tennis 
Association (LTA) and sportscot-
land, for new courts. 

Local fundraising and national 
fundraising have been successful, 
however, there is only  a month 
left to raise £40,000  before access 
to LTA and sportscotland cash is 
taken off the table, so the organisa-
tions are turning to the community 
for help.

To get the ball rolling, The Oban 
Times has teamed up with Atlantis 
and the club to launch the ‘Buy a 
Ball’ campaign.

The aim of the campaign is to 

encourage businesses and Obanites 
to donate a minimum of £5 to the 
cause and everyone who donates 
will have a tennis ball with their 
name on it attached to the fence 
surrounding the courts at Atlantis 

Leisure, which will ‘serve’ as a 
visual reminder of the ongoing 
campaign and its final success.

Lynda Oxland, chairwoman of 
the Tennis and Squash Club, said: 
‘Even though we’ve had a partner-

ship with Atlantis for more than 20 
years, we’re an independent club 
and the courts are at the end of 
their life.

‘We have a diary of fundraising 
events coming up and have a do-
nation bucket at the till at Atlantis, 
with all money going to the project.’

The success of the campaign will 
create three artificial grass courts, 
and provide new fencing and flood-
lights. The new facilities will also 
ensure The West Highland Tennis 
Championship in Oban, which is 
currently in jeopardy because of 
the state of the courts, will contin-
ue. The tournament has been held 
in the town for more than 40 years 
and has attracted many famous 
figures, including Judy Murray. 

Colin Fleming, who is currently 
58 in the world doubles, has won 
the Oban tournament twice – in 
2005 and 2008 – and went on to 
represent GB in the Davis Cup, 
sent his support for the campaign, 
saying: ‘Best wishes to all involved 
in the effort to renew the courts in 

Oban. I have played the tournament 
many times and it is a highlight of 
the Scottish tennis calendar. Re-
newing the courts would take the 
tournament to the next level and 
help attract an even stronger field 
than usual.’

The project will also incorporate 
a multi-purpose area for coaching 
and training for a variety of sports, 
suitable for young and ‘not so 
young’ alike.

Neil Matheson, chairman of 
Atlantis Leisure, said: ‘I think the 
[Buy a Ball] idea is great and very 
inventive. It’s good to see everyone 
getting involved. We are deter-
mined to raise the funds.’

Billy Thompson of Intersport is 
behind the campaign. He said: ‘We 
need to do something. I’m on the 
fundraising committee and will 
be putting something on the shop 
window to give the project some 
attention.’

Readers can donate to the project 
by clicking on Mydonate at www.
atlantisleisure.co.uk

DAVID McPHEE
dmcphee@obantimes.co.uk

Chairwoman of the tennis club, Lynda Oxland, back left, with Atlantis 
Leisure manager Nick Wesley, back far right, parents and children who 

were involved in the tennis academy over the summer.

Eye to eye
with John Wallace

Good clear vision is something 
we all take for granted. We are 
born with it and expect to have 
excellent comfortable vision 
throughout our lives. Last week I 
examined a patient who brought 
home to me just how fragile and 
precious our vision really is. I 
have being examining this patient 
for many years and have seen 
her twice in the last year following 
a recent diagnosis of diabetes. 
On each previous occasion 
everything was normal. Last 
week my patient said everything 
was normal but examination 
revealed a different story. Her 

in one eye and both eyes had 
pronounced diabetic eye disease. 
Luckily my patient had returned 
for a follow up examination 
because of her recent diagnosis 
of diabetes. Now her eye disease 
has been detected treatment to 
preserve her sight can be rapidly 
started. 

Many diabetics I see seem to 

they really don’t need regular 
eye examinations. Diabetic eye 
disease is typical of many sight 
threatening diseases. It can seek 
up on you without any outward 
indications of a problem. If it 
attacks your peripheral vision you 
can be oblivious to the damage 
being caused until irreversible 
sight loss has occurred. When 
your central vision is affected 
you are more likely to be aware 
of blurry vision, though not 
always as my patient last week 
demonstrated.

Even if you have perfect health 
and feel your eyesight is 20/20 
you should still have regular eye 
examinations. If you have elderly 
relatives or a young family they 
too should have regular eye 
examinations. In Scotland we are 
fortunate to have NHS funded 
eye examinations for all citizens. 
This Christmas give yourself or 
a family member a special and 
precious gift … clear comfortable 
healthy vision. You can never 
replace your eyesight!

Vision Is Precious

John Wallace BSc (Hons), FCOptom, DipCLP

Wallace Optometrists
The West Highland Orthokeratology Clinic

11/12 Argyll Square, Oban

Tel: 0845 230 3937 (EYES)
www.wallaceoptometrists.co.uk

Òrain Ghàidhlig le Christine Primrose    

Dannsa Ceum le Sophie Stephenson      

Gaelic song with Christine Primrose

Step dancing with Sophie Stephenson

28/03 – 01/04/2016

04–08/04/2016  

CÙRSAICHEAN GOIRID
EASTER SHORT COURSES 

Gàidhlig 2, 4, 6, 8 & 10                              

Cùrsa ùrachaidh do luchd-labhairt na     
Gàidhlig le Ailig ‘Bhaltois’ Dòmhnallach  

Beartas cainnt le Iain Urchadan

Gaelic levels 2, 4, 6, 8 & 10

Refresher course for Gaelic speakers
with Alec ‘Valtos’ MacDonald

Beartas cainnt with John Urquhart

Gàidhlig 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9                                
Gaelic 1, 3, 5, 7 & 9

Fidheall le Gabe McVarish                      
Fiddle with Gabe McVarish



Sport

Ten pin bowling

Turriff United          9
Fort William       0
Highland League
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Life membership awarded for 
outstanding service to yacht club Turriff

Alleycats stretch 
their lead

Cycling

Yachting

GAELIC medium pupils in 
Lochaber have been kitted out 
in shinty gear thanks to generous 
sponsorship from Fort William 

This year’s Lochaber Yacht Club prize winners. f50yachtclub2no 

FORT William FC made the 
long trip to face Turriff United 
last Wednesday evening but 
unfortunately they were no 
match for the home side and 
ended up on the end of a 9-0 
drubbing at the hands of United, 
who sit fourth in the Highland 
League. 

The Fort are presently lying 
in second bottom place with six 
points from 18 games played.

Fort William were due to play 
Wick Academy last Saturday but 
this game was off due to Wick 
playing in the third round of the 
Scottish Cup.

The Fort were due to take on 
Cove Rangers at Claggan Park 
on Tuesday night.

The Lochaber side’s next 
fixture is this Saturday when 
they travel to play Deveronvale.

Football

SPONSORS OF THE OBAN TIMES WEATHER AND TIDES
7 E Glengallan Road, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4HG

T: 01631 565740 F: 01631 565780 M: 07836 366419

Em: enquiries@northwestmarine.co.uk Web: www.northwestmarine.co.uk

TIDAL INFORMATION 
Tide tables for Oban during the week from Thursday December 10, 2015 are listed below with differences for major ports listed on the right. All times are GMT (add one hour) BST)

Chain, shackles, buoys all 
available to purchase in Oban

Stop Press: New pontoons recently installed by North West Marine at Kyle Lochboisdale for visiting yachts  

Ardrishaig -5.35
Campbeltown -5.30
Crinan -0.47
Islay Port Ellen 2.00
Lochboisdale +0.30

Mallaig +0.25
Portree +0.55
Tobermory +0.16
Dover +5.30

Date   am    pm
Thur 04.55 3.8 11.00 1.3 17.06 3.9 23.30 1.2
Fri 05.31 3.9 11.39 1.2 17.42 3.9  **.**  *.*
Sat 00.03 1.1 06.05 4.0 12.17 1.1 18.14 3.9
Sun 00.37 1.0 06.38 4.0 12.56 1.1 18.47 3.9
Mon 01.12 1.0 07.13 4.0 13.35 1.1 19.23 3.8
Tues 01.50 1.1 07.51 3.9 14.17 1.2 20.03 3.7
Wed 02.31 1.1 08.34 3.8 15.05 1.3 20.48 3.5
Tidal Constants: (Add or deduct from High Water at Oban)

Ferry Crossings/Sea States 
Oban to Barra/South Uist Moderate
Oban to Coll/Tiree Moderate
Kennacraig to Islay Moderate

WEATHER

FRIDAY

21 8

7

Thursday Rain and sleet showers
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 4°C to 6ºC.
Friday Light rain showers
 Winds strong west south westerly
 Temperatures 5°C to 8ºC.

Weekend Heavy rain on Saturday
Outlook Light rain  showers on Sunday
 Winds strong south westerly
 Temperatures 5ºC to 8ºC.

TWO long-standing members of 
Lochaber Yacht Club have been 
awarded life membership to the 
club for outstanding service.

Adrian Hope and Beryl Austin 
were given the honour, in recog-
nition of their dedication over 
their many years of membership, 
at the club’s prize giving on No-
vember 27.

Other prize winners were as 
follows: Frostbite Shield for 
dinghies, Michael Campbell; 
Vice-Commodore’s Cup for 
dinghies series one, Ian Fleming 
and Keith Falconer; Merlin 
Trophy for dinghies series two, 
Tim Sims and Hamish Loudon; 
KK Cameron Trophy for din-

ghies series three, Tim Sims and 
Hamish Loudon; Black Rock 
dinghies race, Ben Lennon and 
Joe Lennon; No Duffers Cup for 
first racing season, Kenny Clark; 
Commodore’s Prize for Loch 
Eil dinghies race, Tom Sims and 
Hamish Loudon; St Christopher 
Trophy for pursuit race, Ian 
Fleming and Keith Falconer; 
Falconer Trophy for best crew, 
Tim Sims; Endeavour Trophy, 
Richard Rumney; Brass Monkey 
for keelboats, Andy McKenna 
and John Wilson; Glenlivet Malt 
for services to club, Harry Jeffrey. 

Adrian and Beryl honoured 
for their many years of
dedication at the club

Beryl Austin and Adrian Hope were awarded life membership to 
Lochaber Yacht Club for outstanding service. 

Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar pupils try out their new shinty gear, presented by Stephen Kennedy of 
McIntyre and Co to shinty captain Aidan Neilsen and coach Claire Delaney. 21_f50shinty01 

solicitors. Shinty players of 
Bun-Sgoil Ghàidhlig Loch Abar 
now have brand new strips and 
shinty camans, paid for by a £500 

contribution by McIntyre and 
Company. 

School shinty

ONE OF the youngest players in an inter-school 
badminton competition, Cameron Stephen, has 
clinched the win over older opponents.

The Lundavra primary six pupil was up against 
many primary sevens in the Lochaber schools 
round robin, involving 52 pupils. Cameron powered 
through to take on Inverlochy’s Craig MacDonald 
in a closely-fought final. 

It was Kilchuimen primary’s Emma Finlay who 
took the title for the girls, after winning a final 
against Thea Robertson from Caol. 

Prize winners at the Lochaber primaries inter-school badminton tournament. From left: Emma Finlay 
and Cameron Stephen, winners, Thea Robertson and Craig MacDonald, second place,  Mia

 MacPherson and Robbie Rydings, third place. 

Robbie Rydings and Mia MacPherson, both from 
Lundavra, took third place following play-offs. 

Thanks
Active Schools coordinator Bridget Thomas said: 

‘Many thanks to Lochaber High School for hosting 
the competition and to all those who helped and 
supported on the day, in particular to the S2 pupils 
who refereed the games.’

School badminton

WEST HIGHLAND Wheelers 
had a great turn out for round 
two of the winter league last 
Sunday. Nineteen keen people 
took the ferry over to Strontian 
for a great course and a hotly 
contested race.

Joe Barnes led from the start 
to win the men’s race by eight 
minutes with Hannah Barnes 
flying high to take the women’s 
race.  The next race is on 
December 20.

LAST Saturday saw Lochaber 
travel away to Aberdeen Wan-
derers to start the second half of 
the season. Lochaber have been 
plagued with injuries this season. 
 At the half way point they have 
10 players out injured, eight of 
whom are seriously injured.
 This amongst other reasons saw 
Lochaber struggle to field a team 
on Saturday and had to play the 
match with only 13 players, two of 
whom were carrying injuries.
 Never the less the Lochaber 
defence made the Wanderers 
work for every metre gained with 
tackles flying in all over the pitch 

for the full 80 minutes.
In defence, Lochaber’s disci-

pline was fantastic only giving 
away a couple of penalties all day. 

Wanderers were forced to find 
their points out wide using the 
advantage of two extra players 
to stretch the Lochaber defence.
They also scored one try from a 
rolling maul. 

Lochaber’s only points of the 
game came from the boot of fly 
half Callum Boyd, who slotted 
through a penalty from 35 me-
tres. They went in at half time 
with the Wanderers leading 36-5.

The second half saw Wanderers 

continue to stretch the Lochaber 
defence to score a few more tries 
out wide. The final score could 
easily have been in the hundreds 
for Wanderers but the Lochaber 
defence was determined to keep 
the score as low as possible. In 
the end the final score was Wan-
derers 55-3 Lochaber.

This Saturday Lochaber are 
back at Banavie where they will 
host Kinloss Eagles. This will be 
the last game before the winter 
break. 

Kick off is at 2pm.

Rugby

AFTER week eight of the 
Lochaber Building Supplies 10-
pin bowling leagues at the Nevis 
Centre, Alleycats stretch their 
lead at the top of the scratch 
division after beating second 
placed The Creeps 5-0.

Alleycats lead with 38 points 
followed by The Creeps who 
remain in second place with 28 
points. Ardtoe & Co stay in third 
place with 25 points.  
 The handicap division is much 
closer where British Legion Fort 
William are the new leaders 
with 26 points followed by The 
Creeps and Rotavators, who are 
both on 25 points.

Individually this week, the best 
game was rolled by Tim Attack 
(Ardtoe & Co) with 186. Other 
good scores came from Tony 
Whitelocke (Alleycats) with 
183 and Darren Duncan (The 
Creeps) with 177. Tim Attack 
had the top handicap game of 
227. Tony Whitelocke also had 
the best two-game scratch series 
of 351 (the season’s high) and the 
best two-game handicap series 
of 429.

 The best team scores of the 
week came from Ardtoe & Co 
with the the best scratch game of 
618, the best handicap game of 
851 (the season’s high) and the 
top two-game handicap series 
of 1,565. Alleycats had the top 
two-game scratch series of 1,198.

The top scratch average is held 
by Pam Weller (Alleycats) on 
157 followed by Tony Whitelocke 
on 155 and Ben Weller (The 
Creeps) on 150.

Strontian race
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